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Little Nicola Morrison, left, her older sister Emma, centre, and cousin Catriona McKillop were among the youngsters who made 
delicious treats at Oban Chocolate Company last weekend. The children’s workshops, organised by the chocolate shop and cafe, were 

led by Catriona McInnes and taught the children about how chocolate is made and where its ingredients come from. 15_t16chocolate01

PROPOSALS to end sheriff and 
jury trials in Argyll have been 
branded ‘disgraceful’ and a ‘de-
nial of justice’ by politicians and 
lawyers representing the county.

Under the Scottish Court 
Service (SCS) plan, trials would 
be heard in Dumbarton instead 
of Oban, Campbeltown and 
Dunoon.

The controversial move would 
be introduced over a 10-year 
period and is part of a restruc-
turing of the service across the 
country.

Unlike Oban, sheriff courts 
at Stornoway, Lochmaddy and 
Portree will continue to hear all 
sheriff court business.

The changes affecting Argyll 
and Bute, which include the clo-
sure of Rothesay Sheriff Court, 
have prompted widespread 
outrage from the county’s most 

authority, councillors and Alan 
Reid MP.

Another objector, local MSP 
and Scottish education minister 
Michael Russell, said he would 
‘make further representations’ 
to justice secretary Kenny 
MacAskill.

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Fred Hall, a former 
police chief inspector, helped 
form Argyll and Bute Council’s 

response to the consultation.
He claims the proposals had 

‘the legitimacy of a North Korean 
election result’ - and questioned 
whether the overwhelmingly 
negative response had even been 
considered.

He said: ‘If an incident 
happened in one of the Inner 
Hebrides, the victim, accused 
and witnesses are going to have 
to travel together by ferry to one 
of our ports and then onwards to 
Dumbarton Sheriff Court. 

‘Think of the logistical prob-
lems, family care issues, cost 
issues this would cause just to 
save sending a sheriff and a 
prosecutor to one of our courts. 
This report and its recommenda-
tions, quite frankly, defy logic.’

Edward Thornton, Dean of the 
local Faculty of Solicitors, also 
expressed his opposition, high-
lighting limitations in public 
transport and increased cost to 
individuals alongside concerns 
about shared public transport 
and attendance issues. 

Oban’s David Preston, a coun-
cil member of the Law Society, 
which is also against the pro-
posals, said: ‘The calculations 

A GOLDMINE near Tyndrum has plummeted 
in value by almost £10 million – prompting fears 
over its long-term prospects.

A sudden crash in the price of gold earlier this 
week lead to doubts on the prospects of attracting 
investors to build a mine near Tyndrum.

The mine had been valued at £195million in 
November but that fell to nearly £186million as 
of 5.30pm on Monday as a result of the market 
shift.

Chris Sangster, CEO of Scotgold, which owns 
Cononish goldmine near Tyndrum, admits he 
doesn’t know how the move will impact on 
negotiations to attract investors to help build the 
mine.

quite unexpected and we will have to wait and 
see where it bottoms out. We have to see what the 
long term prospects are.  

‘There are as many market commentators saying 
the price will go down as much as it’ll go up.

‘We are still in discussions with potential 
investors though. We’re getting there. The market 

may transpire.’

Council, said it would be ‘absolute devastation’ if 
Mr Sangster couldn’t get the investment to build 
the mine.

He said; ‘Another delay would be very 
disappointing. Because some greedy bankers 
invested in the wrong thing in Greece, Cyprus 

sells all its gold and we, some tiny village in 
Scotland, suffer because of it. It is ridiculous. If 
plans completely stall because of this it would be 
devastating – but who can say. It would be very, 
very disappointing if we couldn’t go ahead with 
it in the long or short term after all the work we 
have put in.’

Traders drew a sharp gasp on Monday as the 
price of the precious metal dropped by nearly 10 
per cent, to $1,376.26 per ounce – bringing the 
value of gold to a two year low. 

Speculation was mounting on Monday that the 
trend would continue over the course of the week, 
with investors moving away from the metal as 

out hitting prices.

Woman charged 
with starting 
moorland fire
POLICE have charged a 
45-year-old local woman with 

moorland between Connel and 
Oban on March 11.

control for most of the day 
and threatened homes on 
the outskirts of Oban, above 
Glencruitten.

control and prevent any damage 
to property.

PLANS to extend and 
modernise Campbeltown’s 
existing berthing facility to 
allow 51 boats to use it at one 
time have been submitted.

Included in the proposals are 
new onshore toilet and shower 

as part of the berths, clean water 
and electricity for boats. The 
planning application will ensure 
that there are no changes to 
existing arrangements of the 

Underwater 
search fails to find 
missing visitor
are looking for the body of a 
regular visitor to the Oban area 
who went missing last week 
near Dunstaffnage Marina.

David Jenkins, a 73-year-old 
from Leicester, had visited the 
Lorn area for around 20 years 
and last week had his boat 
moored at Dunstaffnage.

The Oban Times understands 
his brother in law, who had been 
on holiday with him, left on 
Sunday, April 7 but Mr Jenkins 
had stayed on.

He was last seen the following 
afternoon entering his dinghy 
with shopping bags from Tesco 
but the alarm was not sounded 
until last Wednesday, when he 
was reported as missing.

week its marine underwater unit 
had carried out an extensive 
search of the area but no body 
had been found. 

Emergency teams 
and residents 
praised
EMERGENCY teams and 
residents of Kintyre have been 
praised for their actions during 
severe weather conditions that 
cut off Kintyre from the rest of 
Argyll last month.

Sally Loudon, chief executive 
of Argyll and Bute Council, 
chief superintendent Barry 
McEwan, Police Scotland, and 
NHS Highland chief executive 
Elaine Mead, have signed a 
letter thanking their staff, 
Scottish and Southern Energy 
and locals.

The letter also invites people 
to comment on the emergency 
response via email on civilcon-
tingencies@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

See letters page for more.

By EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

of travel time in the proposal 
seem to only take into account 
travel from Oban to Dumbarton 
- but doesn’t take into account a 
journey from Tiree to Oban, for 
example. These proposals will 
be a denial of justice at local 
level.’

A SCS spokesman said the 
service accepted the argument 
that travel costs would increase 
but stated there was only an 
average of two jury cases per 
year in Oban.

He added: ‘For most people, 
attendance at one of the central-
ised jury courts would be a rare 
occurrence, and that the scenario 
of accused, victim and witness 
sharing a ferry, currently has to 
be the reality for anyone from an 
island location who has to attend 
Oban Sheriff Court.

‘The venues chosen to host 

the concentrations of population 
in Scotland and places where 
the majority of sheriff and jury 
business already takes place.

‘We have consulted with the 
Law Society of Scotland, Argyll 
and Bute Council and other court 
users, and we took all responses 
into account in making our rec-
ommendations. The matter will 
in the longer term be, a matter 
for the Sheriff Principal.’

Sweet treats and smiles at chocolate workshops

Campbeltown berth extension plan

Tyndrum goldmine nerves as 
value plummets by almost £10m

Outrage at plan                   
to end sheriff 
and jury     
trials in Argyll

A WELL attended funeral at St Columba’s 
Cathedral on Tuesday marked the passing of a 

Chip Shop 53 years ago.
Floods of tributes have been made to Onorio 

Di Ciacca, known as Norie, whose son Renato 
described him as ‘a lovely man’.

Renato said: ‘He always had time to listen to 

people and would make a point of stopping to talk 
to everyone.

‘He was never pretentious and never had a bad 
word to say about anyone. He was just a lovely 
man.’

Nories Chip Shop has been retained as a 
family business and is currently run by Onorio’s 
grandson, Anthony.

boats that berth on the north 
side of the old quay. 

Campbeltown councillor Rory 
Colville said: ‘It is important 
Campbeltown retains a harbour 
that accommodates all our 
industries and tourism activities 

sailing, and of course the RNLI 
who are essential to the safety 
and wellbeing of our marine 
communities.’

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
agreed a ‘substantial’ settlement 
package with the communications 
manager it sacked over false spy-
ing allegations.

An employment tribunal raised 
by Jo Smith was due to be heard 
this week, but was called off at the 
last minute.

Neither party has commented 
on the arrangement that saw the 
tribunal cancelled, but the deal 
– understood to have been pro-

posed by the council - eliminated 
a potentially embarrassing hearing 
for the authority.

The council sacked Ms Smith 
for bringing it into disrepute as a 
result of being subject a newspa-
per article in the national press 
accusing her of ‘spying’ – despite 
the council’s own investigation 
proving the allegation was false.

A councillor who followed the 
case believes the way it has been 
handled ‘raises more questions 

than answers’. 
The councillor said: ‘This could 

arguably indicate that the decision 
to sack her may have been made 
in error which begs the question 
who made that decision? What is 
the actual sum that has been paid 
out to Jo Smith? 

‘For example how does 
it relate in relation to the running 
costs of say Struan Lodge or 
Atlantis Leisure?

‘Should the council be more 

biased towards a cost effective re-
training route than dismissal route 
for discipline issues?’

Nick Hill, who organised the 
conference from which the false 
‘spying’ allegations were derived, 
said: ‘This has been an extremely 
trying time for Jo, and I know she 
wants to thank everyone who has 
supported her.

‘I know Jo wishes Argyll and 
Bute Council all the success it 
deserves.’

Council agrees ‘substantial’ package 
with sacked communications manager

facebook.com/wyldeswan

twitter.com/wyldeswan

CONTACT
Minke van der Werf
info@wyldeswan.eu
+31 515 231 712
Achterdijkje 8, 8754 EP Makkum
The Netherlands
www.wyldeswan.eu

SCOTTISH ISLES ADVENTURE 
23-29 AUGUST
Explore the Northwest coast of Scotland and the Orkney 
Isles. After this voyage you can tick off your bucket list Fair 
Isle, Scappa Flow and record breaking speed sailing thrugh the 
Pentland Firth. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------  680
ULLAPOOL- ST KILDA 
6-9, 13-16, 18-21 AUGUST
You and your fellow sailors set sail from Ullapool to the 
mysterieus island St Kilda. After spending the day there, 
Wylde Swan will head to Taransay and via the Sound of Harris 
to the Shiant Islands. Disembarkation in Ullapool.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------  380

CRUISE IN COMPANY WITH THE SCHOONER 
EENDRACHT 19-31 JULY
The three mast schooner Eendracht and the world’s largest topsail 
schooner Wylde Swan will do a cruise in company from Helsinki to 
Amsterdam. On this voyage through the Baltic we will be making 
numerous stops on small islands along the way.This voyage will be ideal 
for any one interested in hands on sailing as well as those interested in 
marine biology. 

-------------------Price < 25 years   810,-   /   > 25 years   1065,-

CHANNEL ISLANDS 30 MAY – 5 JUNE
Join Wylde Swan for a cruise along the spectacular channel islands, 
enoy the breathtaking views and genuine hospitality on board. Sailing 

Disembarkation in Le Havre. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  615

ADVENTURE CRUISES 2013 
WYLDE SWAN

You will be sleeping in the mainhold of the ship with other 
sailors, costs are given per person, including full board, 
excluding drinks, excluding bedding and towels. From 
the nearby airport of Inverness (Scotland) are numerous 

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Spring is Here
Fresh Local Lobster  

Every Thursday

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

MacPhee & Partners 
Solicitors & Estate AgentsSPRING PROPERTY REVIEW

LOOK INSIDE FOR OUR
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Residents invited 
to take up free 
health check offer
RESIDENTS in the West 
Highlands aged between 40 
and 64 are being encouraged to 
take up an offer of a free health 
check.

The Keep Well programme 
is designed to help people get 

eating, coping with stress and 

of quitting smoking.
The health checks, which 

weight and blood pressure, also 
include a chat with staff about 
health and well-being issues.

health check, contact 
serena.fergsuon@nhs.net or for 
further information visit www.
keepwellscotland.com.

A PUBLIC consultation on how 

coming to an end.
The consultation on the 

Development Plan (LDP), in 

ends on April 29.
Challenges

chairman of the Planning, 
Protective Services and 
Licensing (PPSL) Committee, 
said: ‘The proposed Local 
Development Plan includes a 

responses which are designed 
to address the challenges the 

Opportunities
‘These include meeting all of 

our housing needs, reducing 
the need to travel, creating new 
job opportunities, retaining our 
essential services and looking 
after our outstanding natural 
and built environment and 

opportunities contained within 
the plan.’

You can respond online at 

before April 29.

one of the main events at this 

will open its doors over the two-

The celebration will see an 
action-packed programme 
of live music performances, 

sessions.

A DERELICT piece of vacant 

main township, is to be 

garden, thanks to the involvement 
of the Beechgrove Garden team.

up a three-woman Beechgrove 

large number of islanders and 
schoolchildren who attended 

village hall. 

insurance and technical support 
had been approved.

Morna Piper, one of the island’s 

Screen Machine, which has been in 

Newtonmore, Lairg and Gigha.

screenings in remote communities which 
would otherwise struggle to access a cinema. 
Brodick on Arran was where most tickets 
were sold, with Brave selling best.

Ron Inglis, director for Regional Screen 
Scotland, said: ‘Screen Machine’s success 

Scotland. We’ve been able to show some 

Share) as well as other blockbusters like Les 
Miserables and Life of Pi.

coming back for more, and those in our new 
locations who have embraced it with such 
enthusiasm. 

‘We’re looking forward to marking Screen 

New bid to cut down on 
medicine waste
NHS Highland (NHSH) has launched a 
campaign aimed at encouraging people to 

to cut wastage.

prescribed end up not being used - at a 

Morrison, lead pharmacist (North) said: 

up a stockpile of medicines.’

Long-running
Arisaig fraud
case  dropped
THE LONG-running case 
against an Arisaig woman 

has been dropped after the 
Crown accepted her pleas of not 

Margaret Harrison, aged 

deductions, as well as giving 
false statements to the Pension 
Service.

The alleged fraud was claimed 
to have been carried out 

November 2008. 
The case had been postponed 

MSP hits out
over Portree and 
Stornoway court     
closure plans
HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
David Stewart has criticised 
plans which could see Portree 

Peace Courts close.
The Scottish Court Service 

courts and seven justice of the 

savings will be lost to the 
increased expenses having to 

travel much further to attend 
court. 

‘This is not to mention 
increased costs for the extra 
distance accused persons will 
have to be escorted.

‘There will also be associated 
knock on costs to the police 

appear as witnesses – it will 
mean higher costs and less 
bobbies on the beat.’

the Scottish Government, cases 

move to local sheriff courts.

Council chief to 
retire after six 
years at helm
HIGHLAND Council chief 
executive Alistair Dodds is to 

Kelso in the Borders, joined the 
council as depute director of 

He was appointed to the top job 

McCourt.

-

real privilege to serve Highland 
Council and the Highland popu-
lation over this period. I wish the 

thank staff and elected members 

as chief executive.’

said: ‘Alistair has made a huge 
contribution to the Council dur-

be a challenge to replace him.’

Fort William Cricket Club has handed over a cheque for £315 
to Belford Hospital after a recent fundraising race night. FWCC 

chairman Derek Spencer said the well-attended event at the 
Volunteer Arms in the town had been a ‘great success’. Marie 

Law, clinical services manager for the Belford, said 
the money would go towards the hospital’s combined 

assessment unit fund. Mr Spencer, front, got dressed in full 
cricket gear to hand the cheque over to Ms Law, left, and 

other hospital staff. 20_f16cricket01

A PUBLIC conference to discuss new 

rural communities across the Highlands 
and Islands is to be held in Caol tomorrow 

-

schemes rural transport and telehealth, 
which allows top medics to treat patients in 
rural locations via video link.

Remote communities across the west 

recruit and retain GPs, hospital doctors and 
other professionals.

helped organise the conference, said: ‘We 

original thinking about the future of remote 
and rural healthcare and how that can con-
tribute to thriving local communities.

-

with an interest remote and rural issues to 
come along, join the web cast or follow the 
debate on Twitter.’

webcast.

and workshops, as well as a look at the his-

HIGHLAND Council has 

residents who fall into arrears 
due to the new ‘bedroom tax’ 
coming into force.

housing and resources 
committee have agreed a change 
to the council’s rent arrears 

of the tax because of rent arrears 

Committee chairman 

is recognised that despite their 
best efforts in managing the 

KINLOCHLEVEN’S public 
toilets are set to be re-opened 

came together to take ownership 

Highland Council closed the 

instead directed members of the 

in the village centre, who were 
paid a small amount to provide 
the service.

Kinlochleven locals were 

up, and the council has now 
agreed to hand the toilets over 

Council and Kinlochleven 

KCT chairman and local 
councillor Andrew Baxter said 
the village, which is passed 

public toilet facilities for both 
locals and visitors.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘Although the council made 
arrangements through the 
Highland Comfort scheme to 
have public toilets in the Ice 

Jura Distillery manager Willie Cochrane is looking forward to the 50th anniversary celebrations. 

created to recognise the work 

Delme Evans.

Delme Evans Select were 

sold out. 

bottles back, and visitors to this 

spirit.

masterclass held at sea, with a 
40-minute guided cruise around 

to taste the newest edition to the 

but we are pushing the boat out to 

and we’re hosting more tastings, 
tours and activities than ever 
before.’

that two local estate owners, 

which had suffered decades 

was complete, providing much 
needed economic support for the 

Alistair Dodds: retiring.

Jura Distillery 
celebrations 
take centre 
stage at festival

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Beechgrove team that visited Colonsay, from left: Lynn 
Harris, Gwyneth Hardy and Stacey Shear. 

The boarded up public toilets in Kinlochleven may be open again by the summer. 20_f16toilet01

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

visitors felt that wasn’t good 
enough.

building in the centre of the 

as public toilets.

keen to get them reopened, and 

people.’
Inspected

Mr Baxter said the toilets 
would have to be inspected 

needed, but that he was hopeful 

the tourist season.
He said: ‘We’re hoping to 

have them open at some point 
in the summer, and then over 

further refurbishments.’

work with professional garden 
designers and gardeners and 
hope to create a space which 

op. We are doing some local 
fund-raising and hope to receive 
further grant support.’

The island’s local development 

several local volunteers to 

potential could be realised.

taken matters into their own 
hands clearing the area and 
planting 400 trees in place of 
the brambles and rushes that 
threatened to obscure the hall.

end up getting into rent arrears.

low incomes and therefore it is 
proposed that consideration is 
given to a change in the current 
approach to our rent arrears 

vulnerable tenants.’
Under the new tax, people 

more than one room will have 

Around 2,200 tenants in the 
Highlands are expected to be 
affected.

Caol hosts 
health care 
conference

Cricket club race night 

for Belford Hospital

‘Bedroom tax’ rent 
arrears pledge

Beechgrove Garden 
team set to transform 

Community groups to re-open     
Kinlochleven public toilets

Last chance 

on land use

Fèis Ile raises a glass to 50-year 
re-opening anniversary 

HECTOR WAS GETTING CROSS, THE
POSTIE SHOULD HAVE BEEN BY NOW 

WITH HIS NEW SCOTTISH FIELD!

Inside:
ORKNEY RISING -
Cameron Stout on his 
beloved islands
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THREE CHEFS IN A BOAT - 
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First recorded       
oil theft from 
‘urban’ home
HEATING oil thieves have 

stealing 250 litres from a tank 

recent pattern of thefts from 
rural areas in Oban’s outlying 

change in pattern was a concern 

‘If the thieves are gravitating 

a matter of time before we get a 

urge anyone with a heating oil 

The Nant Drive theft took 
place while the home owner 

theft of 780 litres of heating oil 

Glen sometime between April 

-

guilty following a trial which 

a house - causing such concern 
a member of the public went to 
check on the welfare of those 

Sheriff Douglas Small previ-

-

favourable’ report from social 

councillor John Semple has been pushing 

link will prove very popular with locals 

there seems to be a recurring theme in this 

CHORD project 
manager
interviews 
underway
Oban CHORD project manager 

Seven applicants are being 

overseeing the projects within 

OBAN Sailing Club fears 

to repair its slipway at Dungallan 

Accused cleared 
of holding 
pizza cutter to              
girl’s throat

But following a short trial on 

Oban man
punched door 
steward

There are also references to a 

think of no better site for their 

He also claims the sailing club 

from the Crown Estates but we 

Further attempts by his 

materialise more than a year 

It took the intervention of 
The Oban Times

repairing the slipway because 

‘The alternative is the council 

the area committee giving an 

granting the lease is a shock to 
A spokeswoman for the council 

have been in contact with Oban 

Growing frustration council delay 
could cost sailing club £10,000

were on the ‘warpath’ last week 

playing now so this will improve 

house at the time but of course 
you were not to be aware of that 

sentence or community payback 

‘Because of the mitigating facts 

-

New ferry link 
a massive boost 
to Argyll

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Vikings prepare to charge. 16_t16viking02

Freedom
‘This gives them a bit of 

what is so near our area – these 

along to speak with representatives of both 

Police files

-

£500 has been stolen from a 

The Carrera Vulcan XC-spec 

A CARAVAN has been stolen 

Dalmally sometime between 

or who may have seen any 

School pupils out     
on the ‘warpath’

Concern
over
sinister

Mull man 
fined £1,200 
for firing        
unsafe shot

Views sought on A82 
Pulpit Rock closure times

Got a story for The Oban  
Times? Call our reporters 

on 01631 568000

Above: The old Rockfield Primary School building. Below and right: the graffit 
which is causing concern.

A82 Pulpit Rock 
Improvement
– Alternative road 
closure programme

A public information day is being held 
on Tuesday 24 April to give people an 
opportunity to view information on the 
proposed alternative closure programme to 

week full road closure at Pulpit Rock.

In an effort to mitigate the impact of road 

alternative programme utilising overnight 
closures to reduce full road closure to 
under a week during December.

Anyone with an interest is invited to come 
along to speak with representatives of both 
Transport Scotland and the contractor at 
the information day.

More information can be found at:
www.transportscotland.gov.uk/

A82+Pulpit+Rock

Ardlui Hotel, Ardlui
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THE LARGEST military 
exercise in the whole of Europe 
descended on the west coast this 
week.

Exercise Joint Warrior, which 
includes ships, aircraft and 
personnel from the UK as well 
as Belgium, Germany, Holland, 
France, Norway, Denmark, 
Canada, Brazil and Sweden, 
began on Monday and runs until 
April 25.

The giant war games, planned 
by a joint team of Royal Navy 
and RAF personnel who form 
the Joint Tactical Exercise Plan-
ning Staff (JTEPS), will see 60 
separate naval units training 
around the coast of Scotland, 
including off Argyll, the west 
Highlands and the islands.

Air manoeuvres extend from 
mid-Argyll northwest over 
Morvern, Mull, Ardnamurchan, 

Woman’s penny 
protest at parking 
ticket fine 
backfires
A WOMAN who was clearly 
unhappy at receiving a parking 
ticket recently decided to stage a 
mini protest at the injustice.

She took a carrier bag full 
of pennies in to Oban Sheriff 
Court last Friday to cover the 

But taking her frustrations 

when she was told she would 
have to wait until every last 
penny was counted.

The woman in question soon 
changed her mind and headed 
off to source some other fund-
ing – calling the staff, who had 
been nothing but professional 
and polite throughout, a choice 
name on her way out the door.

A TEAM of eight volunteers have been 
trained by the NHS to help new mothers in 
Oban with feeding their babies.

Two of the Infant Feeding Support 
volunteers, who are all mothers themselves, 
will be available every Monday morning 
at Go Bananas soft play in Soroba Lane to 
help women who from 16 months pregnant 
onwards.

The free-of-charge service, which is 
funded by the Health Improvement and 
Welfare Fund, began on Monday this week 

Livingstone from Taynuilt, who brought 

and two-year-old daughter Caya.
Claire said: ‘Because the group is held at 

Go Bananas my older daughter can come 
along to and play while I speak to the 
volunteers.’

During the past three years in Oban, 
Lorn and Mull a group of feeding support 
volunteers had provided a telephone service 
for mothers in the area, along with monthly 
meetings at Go Bananas.

Welcoming the new weekly service, 

which will run during term time until at 
least December this year, infant feeding 
co-ordinator Liz Crawford said: ‘Having a 
baby is an exciting and challenging time for 
new parents and extra help from friends and 
family is essential.

‘Having regular support from other 
experienced mothers along with midwives 
and health visitors has proved extremely 

months after the birth of a baby.’
The feeding support sessions will run from 

10am to noon. 

A DATABASE of what Argyll 
and Bute has to offer is being 

-
ing of the area’s Culture, Arts 
and Heritage Assembly.

More than 50 representatives 
of organisations and businesses 
from across Argyll and the Isles 
gathered at the council head-
quarters in Kilmory to discuss 
how the county could make best 
use of its cultural assets.

As a result, a steering group 
representing the various sectors 
will meet in the next few weeks 
to put the group’s decisions into 
action. Councillor Louise Glen-
Lee, depute lead councillor for 
culture, said: ‘I look forward 
to building a stronger arts and 
heritage sector so that we can 
tell Argyll and Bute’s  story to 
the world – through music, art, 
place, heritage and culture.’

Anyone who would like to 
join the assembly can contact 
Councillor Glen-Lee at louise.
glen-lee@argyll-bute.gov.uk or 
on 01631 567955.

Man admits 
shouting and 
refusing to leave 
house
A FORT William man has 
admitted shouting at his 
girlfriend and refusing to leave 
the house.

Malcolm Watson, of 6 
Lochaber Road, appeared 
from custody to plead guilty 
to behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner at a house on St 
John’s Road, Caol, on April 12.

After the Procurator Fiscal 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
Watson, 27, had previous 
convictions for domestic 
matters, sentencing was 
deferred for background reports 
until May 22. Watson was 
released on bail.

Corpach husband 
admits pushing 
wife to ground
A CORPACH man has admitted 
pushing his wife to the ground 
during an argument over a 
mobile phone.

Appearing from custody, Eric 
Watson pled guilty to assaulting 
the woman following an 
argument between the pair at 10 
Lochaber Road on April 12.

The 23-year-old, of 4 Lady 

Two in custody 
following Fort            
drug raids
TWO FORT William men 
spent the weekend in custody 
following police raids which 
saw more than £20,000 worth of 
class A and B drugs seized.

Andrew Watson, aged 29, 
and Mark McDonald, aged 46, 
were both arrested following 
the seizures in Upper Achintore 
last Thursday. The haul, part 
of the police Operation RAM, 
included cannabis and cocaine.

Watson and McDonald 
appeared in private at Fort Wil-
liam Sheriff Court on Monday 
afternoon. Neither made a plea 
and both were released on bail 
to appear at a later date.

Watson has been charged with 
possession with intent to supply 
and being concerned in the 
supply of a controlled drug.

McDonald was charged with 
possession, and possession with 
intent to supply.

Summer        
wildlife event at 
Glen Nevis
THE NEVIS Landscape 
Partnership (NLP) and Friends 
of Nevis (FoN) will open 
their summer wildlife events 
programme with a red squirrel 
experience in Glen Nevis on 
Saturday.

The free event at Cafe Beag 
from 10.30am to 1pm will 
feature a giant squirrel for 
children to meet, a short talk 
from squirrel expert Juliet 
Robinson and a chance to spot 
the animals feeding. To book a 
place call 01397 701088.

KINLOCHLEVEN Bowling 

on Sunday - 100 years to the day 
since being formed. 

And it was honorary member 

jack down the green as around 40 
fellow bowlers from the village 
and Fort William looked on. 

President Keith Brannagan 
presented Ms Brown with 

clubhouse, which local bowlers 
had newly decorated in time for 
the big day.

Members, former members, 
colleagues from Fort William 
and sponsors joined in a tea and 
cake cutting to celebrate the 
centenary. 

An exhibition of photographs, 
historical snippets and trophies 

A MOIDART shotgun ace is aiming to capture 
a slice of the quality tourism accommodation 
market after completing a £275,000 revamp and 
re-branding of his hotel.

Emma Dixon, have re-opened The Clanranald 
as Mingarry Park Guest House after taking over 
the business last year. The couple were assisted 
by a £74,800 Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
grant towards refurbishment costs and will target 
customers with an interest in wildlife, shooting 
and natural surroundings.

Mr MacDonald, a self-employed venison dealer 
and deerstalker, is a semi-professional Olympic 

trap clay pigeon shooter and won the British, 
Scottish and Open Championships in 2010. He 
also represented Scotland at the Commonwealth 
Games in Delhi the same year. Mr MacDonald 
said: ‘The new refurbishment will not only improve 
the experience for our guests but help us cater for 
a larger number of visitors. We are delighted that 
HIE is assisting us with the project and we look 
forward to a busy season ahead.’         

Elaine Jones, development manager at HIE 

commitment in developing a business in a fragile 
economic area. We wish them success with this 
unique venture.’

LANDOWNERS group Scottish 
Land and Estates has blamed 
‘out of control grass burning 
on non-managed land’ for the 

north and west Highlands.
SLE says due to a fall in 

grazing livestock in recent 
years, more dry matter has 
remained season-on-season, 

to extinguish.   
Spokesperson Tim Baynes 

said: ‘The main land use in the 

Claire Livingstone, right, with infant feeding co-ordinator Liz Crawford and her three daughters as the infant feeding support 
volunteers look on. 15_t16play01

the Small Isles and Skye. Barra 
and the Uists also fall within 
the exercise area. Land training 
sectors include areas around 
Knoydart and Wester Ross. 

In October 2011 the same ma-
noeuvres, also dubbed Exercise 
Joint Warrior, provoked fury 

when they found their naviga-
tion equipment inoperable after 
being jammed by the MoD.   

A spokesman for the Royal 
Navy said: ‘During Exercise 
Joint Warrior there will be 
temporary radar and commu-
nications jamming, but will be 

north west of Scotland.  
‘The relevant authorities, 

including aviation and mari-

By FAITH ORR
forr@obantimes.co.uk

time communities, have been 
consulted and a risk assessment 
put in place to minimise the 
impact of the activity. Robust 
procedures are in place for any 
unforeseen eventuality.’

Joint Warrior will see a broad 
range of military skills practiced 
in a scenario involving multiple 
sovereign nations, disputed ter-
ritory, asymmetric threats, ter-
rorist activity as well as piracy.

Developing over the two 
weeks, the exercise builds up 
before evolving into simulated 
operations and state on state 
hostilities.

will also take part in Joint War-
rior, including Tornado GR4s 
from RAF Lossiemouth and 
Typhoons from RAF Leuchars. 
The exercise is conducted in the 
spring and autumn of each year.

A century of history: honorary member Ruby Brown opens the new season at Kinlochleven Bowling Club. 

was also held in the pavilion to 
mark the special occasion.

Club secretary Mavis Fletcher 
spent many hours going though 
old Oban Times copies in 
researching the club’s history 

display. 
She said: ‘The day went 

brilliantly. We had 30 to 40 
people who turned up. Our 
celebration was a combination 
of surprise and pride, because 
like all sports we have had our 
ups and downs - but we have 
survived.’

She added: ‘Right up until 1997 
the BA [British Aluminium] 
supported the club but when the 

recreation club closed we had to 

‘Now, thanks to the support 
from our local sponsors and the 
Fort William bowlers, we are 
still going strong.’

The inaugural meeting to 
constitute the club and appoint 

Monday, April 14 1913.
After the Second World 

War, Kinlochleven, Falkirk, 
Burntisland and Lochaber clubs 
– all tied to BA – competed for 
the Inter Factory Trophy. But 
after aluminium factories across 
Scotland closed, the competition 
ended in 2004.

The Lochaber plant in Fort 
William, now owned by Rio 
Tinto Alcan, is the country’s last 
working aluminium smelter.

By STEPHEN NORRIS 
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Aiming high: John MacDonald and Emma Dixon have launched their new business.

areas affected is crofting and 
hill farming, where burning off 
the grass each spring to generate 
regrowth is a traditional form 
of management. From our 
investigations, it is clear that 

been started as a result of grass 
burning getting out of control, 
as well as some cases where 

access takers have accidentally 

out properly. While our members 
have been ready and willing 

has been wrongly reported that 
moorland burning is the cause 

no burning of heather for grouse 
management in these parts of 
Scotland, as there are very few 
grouse.  Indeed none of the 

as grouse moor.’
He added: ‘Carefully managed 

muirburn should not be confused 
with the burning of large areas 
of grassland for grazing in the 
north and west of Scotland.’

Military on 
the march on 
west coast 

Kinlochleven Bowling Club 
celebrates centenary in style

Shotgun ace aims high with hotel

Europe’s largest gathering of 
ships, aircraft and personnel

Volunteers step up infant feeding support

New bid 
to build on 
heritage

Landowners group speaks 

Crackdown on reckless Oban ‘golfers’
A WOULD-be Tiger Woods 
is facing prosecution by police 
after smashing a window in an 
Oban housing estate.

The amateur golfer broke a 
double-glazed window at a home 
in Dalintart Drive giving its 70-
year-old occupant a fright.

It happened not long after 
locals complained about the 
number of youths hitting golf 
balls off Gillies Rock.

Local councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish is concerned someone 
could be seriously injured or 
even killed by a stray golf ball if 

else to practise their swing.
Mr McCuish said: ‘This could 

get somebody injured or killed. 
What if that ball hit a baby? 
Hopefully they’ll get the mes-
sage this kind of behaviour isn’t 
acceptable.’

Oban Chief Inspector Alasdair 
Davidson, said: ‘It was a pretty 
frightening experience for the 
woman. The potential for some-
one to be injured by golf balls 
shouldn’t be underestimated.

‘It’s not a golf course up there 
and we would view it as culpable 
and reckless conduct if we saw 
someone driving golf balls from 
that point. We’re stepping up 
patrols of this area.’

Check out our BUSINESS SECTION starting on page 16

Planning to start your own business?
Develop your ideas into a practical and effective plan to launch your business.
Getting the marketing right for your business is crucial to its success.
This workshop will help you to understand your competitors, identify your customers 
and understand the things you need to consider for effective marketing.
Developing a realistic, working business plan is essential when you’re starting up
a business, this 2 day workshop shows you how to create a robust business plan.
Good financial management is essential, learn to manage a profit and
loss account; produce a cashflow statement; understand
the meaning of working capital; describe the main 
sources of finance; and understand the 
different legal structures of a business.
May - 1/2, Dunoon 
7/8, Lochgilphead

Places are limited so to find out more or book your
place please contact the Business Gateway team

T | 01546 605459 
E | business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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C. Hodge Fencing
Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Gates, cattlegrids, electric fencing and 
many other kinds of fencing material

Spring has 
arrived 
and the 
bunnies 

are hungry

We have rabbit 
net, posts 

and fixings
Sleepers and 
other timbers 

for raised beds

THE ISLE OF SKYE BAKING COMPANY

&

Looking to buy or sell your home? 
Check out our PROPERTY FEATURE starting on page 18

FORTY veteran merchant 
seamen will return to Loch 
Ewe next month – over 70 years 
after braving German U-boats 
and dive bombers to take vital 
supplies to the Soviet Union 
during WWII.

The men will take centre stage 
in the Arctic Convoys Week in 
Aultbea - with the highlight 
being a ceremony to award them 
their long-awaited Arctic Star 
medals.

The Wester Ross community 
was part of a long and vociferous 
campaign to have the new medals 
struck in the veterans’ honour.

demands, in December the UK 
Government relented and agreed 
the surviving sailors’ courage 
should be recognised. 

The Soviet Union, and latterly 
Russia, had already awarded 
the veterans commemorative 
medals to thank them for their 
heroic roles. 

The men can expect a warm 
welcome in Wester Ross – as 
well as a few surprises.

Susan Kirkness of Bruach 
Bakery in Poolewe has designed 

crafted to replicate the Arctic 
Star Medal with which the 

awarded on May 9.
Ms Kirkness told The Oban 

Times: ‘We will be cutting the 
cake immediately following the 

OLD CASTLES perched on imposing promontories are so 
numerous in the neighbourhood of the Sound of Mull that they 
form a characteristic feature in the scenery. 

Sailing up the Sound there is one spot from where no less than 
seven fortresses are visible. 

Dunollie, guarding the entrance to the sheltered harbour of 
Oban, was once a stronghold of the powerful MacDougalls; 
it still belongs to the clan but its walls are a shadow of their 
former self and if they were not held together by thick ivy they 
would be rubble.

in ruins largely because of the stone in which they were 
constructed. 

Duart, the home of Sir Lachlan Maclean of Duart and 
Morvern, 28th Chief of the Macleans, was built 400 years ago. 
It was fully restored in 1912 and attracts thousands of visitors to 
Mull from all over the world who, in turn, contribute millions 

castles should be preserved instead of being left as crumbling 
ruins in the landscape.

The little 15th century tower-house of Glensanda standing 
guard at the entrance to a once fertile glen of that name was a 
fortress of the Macleans of Kingairloch. 

Although not yet roofed its walls were fully consolidated a 
few years ago by a professional local stonemason under the 
supervision of Historic Scotland for Foster Yeoman Ltd, the 
owners of the nearby giant coast quarry.

Ardtornish, the most historic castle on the Morvern peninsula, 
was built in the mid 13th century. It is recorded that John 

His grandson, John, fourth Lord of the Isles, immortalised 
Ardtornish in the annals of Scottish history by making it the 
venue of a meeting in October 1461 with the Commissioners of 
King Edward IV of England for the purpose of overthrowing 
the Scottish Government. 

This agreement was signed in the castle and known as the 
Treaty of Westminster-Ardtornish. The late Gerard Craig Sellar, 
the owner of the surrounding Ardtornish Estate, planned to 
fully restore the castle on the same scale as Duart but the Great 
War intervened.

Passing the narrow entrance to Loch Aline it is just possible 
to catch a glimpse of a small pink tower house perched 
dramatically on a rocky crag near the head of the loch. This is 
Kinlochaline Castle associated with the Clan MacInnes.

It used to be called Caisteal an Ime – or Butter Castle and is 
said to have been built in the 15th century by the Lady Dugald 
who paid her architect with a quantity of butter equal to the 
full of the castle - and what’s wrong with the barter system? 
Kinlochaline Castle was tastefully restored and converted into 
a family home in 1999-2000 by Mr Hugh and Lady Jane Raven, 
Ardtornish.

Continuing up the Sound, Aros Castle commands a prominent 
position. It was probably built in the 13th century by the 
MacDougalls of Lorn before passing to the Lords of the Isles, 
followed by the Macleans of Duart who, in turn, were ousted by 
the Campbells of Argyll. Another ruin!

Opposite Aros and near Killundine, are the gaunt and 
crumbling remains of Caisteal nan Con – Castle of the Dogs. It 
is thought to have been built by the Macleans of Killundine in 
the 17th century although a strong local tradition maintains it 
was a hunting lodge associated with the MacDonalds of Aros 
- hence the reference to dogs or hounds. 

It stands within a large prehistoric fort overlooking an old 

restore it in the 1920s but came to nothing. Fresh water was 
brought onto the site by underground pipes from the hillside 
above. 

Built of fragile basalt blocks it is deteriorating rapidly and 
probably beyond repair. 

It was in this bay that a party of German submariners were 
seen in the moonlight replenishing their U boat’s tanks of fresh 
water one night during WW1.

but it was deliberately demolished in 1838 by Sir Charles 
Gordon, the owner of Drimnin Estate to make way for a private 
Roman Catholic chapel which has recently been restored. 

The loss of the castle or, more likely the arrival of a resident 
priest in a predominantly Presbyterian parish, rocked the Rev 
John Macleod, the parish minister, back on his heels.

Later however he recovered somewhat and wrote: ‘It is 
pardonable to express regret that so very an unnecessary work 
of demolition should have taken place: but it is just to add, 
that, in this expression of regret, the enlightened proprietor of 
Drimnin now fully participates.’

The announcement that Mr Donald Houston, the popular 
and enlightened proprietor of Ardnamurchan Estate, with 
the support and encouragement of the local community and 
Historic Scotland, is to head-up the complete restoration of the 

be warmly applauded. 
All of our castles were intended to be lived in. No 

interpretation, however professional, can make up for lights in 
the window and the sight of smoke rising from the chimneys of 
these architectural and historical gems. 

Iain Thornber.

BARRA Children’s Centre 
welcomed one of the UK’s 
foremost artists this week 

closer to a £100,000 extension. 
Renowned public artist Gordon 

Young visited the centre, which 
provides services for children 
from Barra and Vatersay, to 
plan a sculptural work in Gaelic 
and English for the community 
garden.

Known for creating stunning 
and unique sculptures, his visit 
is seen as a major coup.

Meanwhile, the Castlebay 
nursery received notice from the 
Big Lottery Community Spaces 
Scotland that its application for 
funding to expand the facility 

Prizewinners at this year’s Oban Camera Club prizegiving, back row 
from left: George Chalmers, Alex Clark, Hugh Wilson, Eric Shaw and 

Ronnie MacKillop. Seated are Edwina Aitken, left, and Veronica Speirs.

Table top sale and 
fun day boost
A TABLE-top sale and fun 
day in Oban’s Corran Halls has 
raised £1,100 for Soroba Young 
Families Group.

The pre-school group has to 

of its council subsidy, to assist 
children from birth to three 
years old, who are referred by 
doctors or social workers. The 
event last Saturday involved 
stalls, a bouncy castle, other fun 

Jayne Donn, chairwoman of the 
group’s fundraising committee, 
said: ‘It is so important the good 
work being done can continue so 
to double the amount of money 
we raised last year is great news.
I would like to thank everyone 
who helped.’

Soroba Young Families 
Group currently looks after 41 
children.

Janice Alcorn retired on March 27 after 20 years as property 
manager and receptionist at Oban’s E Thornton & Co. Janice 

was presented with gifts and well wishes for a long and happy 
retirement at a small reception within the Lochside Street office. 

RESIDENTS of an Argyll village have 
branded a GreenPower director ‘elusive’, 

GreenPower is building the Carraig 
Ghael windfarm near to Kilchrenan and 
the community had welcomed the promise 

year for 25 years, subject to a community 
consultation that was supposed to run from 
December 3 to January 31.

But since announcing the fund at last 
November’s meeting of Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council, GreenPower director 
John Morgan has not been in contact with 

the rural community, despite villagers’ best 
efforts.

The Oban Times has managed to indirectly 
contact John Morgan, who apologised for the 
delay to the consultation and said in a short 
statement that the offer of a community 

One Kilchrenan resident said: ‘Quite 
rightly, the community wants to know what 
has happened to the promise of community 

‘Numerous phone calls were made 
to Green Power by community council 
members and Argyll and Bute councillor 
Elaine Robertson but they failed in their 

endeavours to speak to Mr Morgan. In the 
meantime, efforts are still being made to 
contact Mr. Morgan whose comments at the 
meeting in November have turned out to be 
a little less than fruitful.

‘If Mr. Morgan is out there somewhere, 
surely he will have the courtesy to contact 
the community council.’

Mr Morgan told The Oban Times: ‘We 
apologise for the delay in issuing the 
consultation on the community fund over 
the winter, however we have sought to re-
assure the community council that the fund 
offer remains and we look forward to their 
feedback on the consultation in due course.’ 

A copy of an 1855 painting by Horatio McCulloch depicting 
Kinlochaline Castle before it was restored.

Morvern Lines

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Lorn Lines
AFTER 12 years as treasurer of Oban Camera Club Nevan 
Blackwood retired from the position at the club’s buffet 
night and prizegiving.

opportunities. A hearty and appreciative round of
applause was given to Nevan who had been so dedicated in 
his role.

Katy Weir too was thanked for her many years of work 
as secretary and syllabus secretary. Although not giving up 
fully, she will hand over part of her duties to a colleague.
Following the buffet meal Alex Clark, in the absence of 
retiring president Stephen Lawson, chaired the prizegiving 
ceremony, assisted by competition secretary Maurice 
Wilkins.

A gleaming array of trophies, some dating back to the 
early 1950s, are sought after each year. 

Winners: Landscape/Seascape - David Williams; Isola-
tion - Alex Clark; Best mono print - Hugh Wilson; Open 
1 - Stephen Lawson; Subtle Humour – George Chalmers; 
Night Time - Ronnie MacKillop; Harbours [Argyll Trophy 
] - Edwina Aitken and David Williams (joint); Sport - Eric 
Shaw; Aggregate Prints – Stephen Lawson; Aggregate 
Projected Images - Stephen Lawson; Best Newcomer 
- Veronica Speirs.

Susan Kirkness with her surprise ‘medal cake’ for the veterans. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

think it may be wise to put all 
the 40 veterans’ names into a hat 
and pull out the name of the man 
who will be asked to carry out 
this important task.

‘We plan to show these veterans 
how really proud we are of their 
achievements – and to give them 
a most memorable visit here 
to Wester Ross, 70 years after 

young boys heading for Russia 
on the Arctic Convoys from 
Loch Ewe.’

The Veterans Reunion is part 
of WWII and the Arctic Convoys 
Week from May 6-11, which 
includes a wide range of walks, 
talks, dances and reunions.

Proposals for a permanent 
Russian Arctic Convoy Museum, 
together with a new community 
centre, form a key part of the 
Aultbea Regeneration Plan.  

Some 19 convoys left Loch 
Ewe for Murmansk, mostly in 
1942-3. A further 23 left from 

Liverpool, the Clyde, Oban and 
Reykjavik, while 36 sailed from 
the Soviet Union to the UK. 

More than 3,000 men lost their 
lives when their ships were sunk 
in freezing waters sailing round 
Norway and into the Barents 
Sea.

Medals 
at last for 
convoy 
heroes

approval. The Big Lottery 
granted the centre £3,893 from 
its Investing In Communities 
fund towards professional fees 
incurred in securing planning 
permission before making the 
second application.

It marks a busy week for the 
centre, which also revealed plans 
to create a natural play space are 
progressing thanks to an ‘Adopt 
an Intern’ scheme.

Abigail Treffry, family centre 
co-ordinator, said: ‘It’s all good 
news. It is exciting that Gordon 
is coming to the island this week.  
Gordon is really well known and 
it’s fantastic he’s coming.  He 
thinks out of the box so it should 
be really interesting to see what 
he comes up with.

‘The funding is great news too. 
Although there is no guarantee 
of success at stage two, the 
award takes us one step closer 
to creating an extension to the 
nursery unit which will provide 
additional accommodation in 
the Gaelic nursery. 

She added: ‘The garden room 
extension, built on to the south 
facing gable end of our existing 
building, will provide additional 
space within the nursery for 
English and Gaelic classes to 
play inside during bad weather.

‘It would also provide direct 
access from both nursery 
classrooms to the garden, 
ensuring that children in the 
nursery are able to enjoy as much 
outdoor play as possible.’ 

Jumping for joy on the bouncy castle at the Soroba Young 
Families Group table-top sale and fun day. 15_t16soroba01

Residents demand fund answers 
from ‘elusive’ windfarm director

Barra Children’s Centre one 
step closer to extension
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Around 180 aspiring young footballers from Lochaber took part in a three-day training course at 
the home of Fort William FC, Claggan Park, over the Easter holidays. Caley Hotshots, organised by 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle, sees youngsters aged three to 14 trained by SFA coaches. Local man 

John Treasurer helped out with coaching at Claggan. 

PUPILS at Luing Primary School had two years of 
hard work rewarded recently as they received their 

The Green Flag Award scheme recognises 
and rewards the best green spaces in the United 

The children investigated waste minimisation, 
litter and water as part of the award and sent a 
survey to each household in the local community 

The youngsters took the results and collated them 

By doing this the children hope more people will 

The project on waste minimisation ended with 
a coffee afternoon in aid of Mary’s Meals 

with pupils explaining how the sale proceeds 
of two bags of old textiles can feed a child 

came to the school to collect the cheque and 

The children continued to keep the school 

were also lots of trips to Blackmill Bay to carry 

litter is dangerous to animals and these were 

The project on water included the water cycle, 
water equity, the importance of clean water and 

When learning about water equity and the 
importance of clean water the children chose to 

The children celebrate their third green flag. 

THE CANNA Archives, which 
document life on the isolated 
island in the 1930s and 40s, will 
be opened for a special course 

As part of the course, former 
Mod gold medallist Fiona 
Mackenzie will teach students 
Gaelic songs from the archives 
and tutor Rhonda Meek will 

The archives were left by 

who preserved memories of 
culture on the island through 

For more information about 
the course, which will be 

CANNA

KILLIN
AN ABBA tribute concert 
will help conclude yet another 
successful season for Killin 

While the institute held its last 
meeting of the season on April 
3, the annual outing on May 11 
will help round off the year in 

Heading to Stirling, the 
ladies will visit the Riverhouse 
Restaurant followed by a trip 
to the McRobert Centre for the 

Anyone interested in going 

On May 22, the group meeting 
at the Lesser McLaren Hall at 

Local lady Franny Morrison, 
meanwhile, saved the last 
meeting of the season after the 

Franny provided a more than 
interesting talk on her work 

Yvonne MacPherson gave the 

Competition results:  
A quilted item: 1 Margaret 

Galloway, 2 Ann Watson, 3 

Margaret Galloway, 2 Elizabeth 

Margaret Galloway won the 
points prize for the year and 
Cathie Reid won the prize for 
best competition trier of the 

STRONTIAN
THE LASTEST in a series of 
free public talks will be held in 
the Sunart Centre, Strontian, on 
May 7, with the Gaelic culture 

Professors Hugh Cheape and 
Donald Meek will hold the 
bilingual talk and focus on 

THE END of the Lochawe 

business meeting took place on 

Two ladies from the Dalmally 
institiute, Mrs R Green and 
Mrs P Villani, kindly counted 
the votes for the next session’s 

Results as follows: president 

LOCHAWE

press and competition secretary 

members C Milne and V 

place on Wednesday October 3 

SKYE
SABHAL Mòr Ostaig on Skye 
is hosting a special event in 
Glasgow at the end of the month 
to promote Gaelic music and 

The Ceòl Mòr Ostaig event 
will take place in the Centre for 
Contemporary Arts on Saturday 
April 27 and will feature 
performances from students 

Also performing at the event 
will be piper Allan MacDonald 

The evening will feature 
drama sketches, a series of 
workshops and tutorials and a 
presentation about Sabhal Mòr 

ARISAIG
LAST month saw the lowest 
amount of rainfall for March 

recorded by local man Ranald 
Coyne, with the area having 
received just 242mms for the 
year by the end of last month 

The average daily temperature 
for March also set a new record 

THE MONTH of March in 
Plockton saw just one inch of 
rain, the lowest for a number of 

There was 20 dry days and 

months of 2013 was eight 

Plockton Historical Soci
ety presented a talk in Plockton 

Around 40 people turned out 
to hear his talk ‘The Bright 
Water Centre, Eilean Ban and 

The annual open air 
service was held at the Plockton 

The service was taken by 

Mrs Lilius Simpson, 
Rudha Mor, Plockton, held her 
annual tea party, raising £733 

Plockton And District 
Community Council was 
disappointed to hear planning 

in Loch Carron had been 

and the Plockton harbours had 

Lochalsh branch of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland 
held a bingo evening in 
Balmacara Navy Club and 

PLOCKTON

WORK to restore an ancient 
Ardnamurchan castle on the 
verge of collapse got underway 

Mingary Castle, near 
Kilchoan, has been in a state 
of decay for a number of 

of Ardnamurchan Estate 
recently announced at a West 
Ardnamurchan Community 
Council meeting that the work 
is part of what is hoped will be 
a complete renovation of the 

will stabilise the wall by 

work will be done on the site, 
with the interior of the castle 
excavated, and it is then hoped 
to renovate the building, 
possibly as a heritage or visitor 

created to raise money to fund 

ARDNAMURCHAN

WEST Highland drama clubs 
came out on top of the Scottish 
Community Drama Festival 

Lochcarron Drama Club’s 
performance of ‘Hero’ by 

place, while Plockton Drama 

Kilmuir Gaelic Drama Club’s 
‘Am Foisaiche’ (The Fortune 
Teller) gave them second place, 

Gaelic performers to take part 

All three clubs will take part 
against competitors from across 

which starts in Pitlochry today 

WEST HIGHLANDS

Ellen Primary School made 
a trip to the mainland as part 
of their topic on fresh water 

Through the Rivers In The 
Classroom project, the pupils 
have been supported by Daniel 
Brazier of Argyll Fisheries, 
who provided the class with a 
tank in which the children had 
to look after salmon eggs and 
carry out daily observations of 

provided the children with a 
real life opportunity to witness 
the early stages of a life cycle in 
action as the eggs hatched and 

A trip was then organised for 
the children to take the young 

Pupils at St Bride’s School and nursery at North Ballachulish had 
a fun-packed day on Friday March 15 which raised £145 for Comic 

Relief.  Fundraising activities included paying £1 to leave their 
school uniforms at home and wear a funny outfit and selling red 
noses. The children also enjoyed baking, selling special cookies 
and individually decorated cakes and taking part in a St Bride’s 

Talent Show. 

The Port Ellen pupils at River Fyne. 

PORT ELLEN

Young hotshots turn on the 
style at Claggan Park

River Fyne in spotlight

RESIDENTS in Kilmelford and 
the surrounding area are being 
urged to speak up if there are 
any issues with the quality of 

The switchover from home 
care organised by a district 
nurse to private contractor 

At a recent meeting of 
Kilmelford and Kilninver Com
munity Council, chairman Nigel 
Mitchell said: ‘I have not heard 
of anyone in our area having 

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
urged anyone who does 
experience any problem to 

of anyone who has experienced 
missed visits, who has concerns 
over quality of care or any 

have got to know dates and 
times but if it is reported it can 

Anyone experiencing any 
issues should contact their care 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
social work department can also 

KILMELFORD

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TAYNUILT Gaelic Choir has been 

Bute Council’s Third Sector Grant 

The mixed choir and ladies 
section will use the funds to bring 
in tutors from outside the area to 

among 19 applications considered 
by Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee last Wednesday, when 
more than £21,000 was allocated 

A decision on an application 

by the Loch Awe Improvement 

The recommendation, which is 
still to be approved by councillors, 

BALLET school Ballet West 
is featured in a national 
exhibition celebrating Scottish 
creativity after a photograph of 

curators, including author Ian 
Rankin and musician Nicola 

The photograph, which was 
taken by Duncan Lamont, will 
make up part of the project, 
See Us, which helped celebrate 
the Year of Creative Scotland 

and stories archiving Scottish 

Duncan Lamont’s photograph of dancers at Ballet West, entitled 
Attending to her Shoes.

creativity were received, 
creating a permanent record of 

The exhibition will open at 
Creative Scotland’s Exhibition 
Space, 1st Floor Waverley Gate, 
Edinburgh, on April 19 and will 

The exhibition will then 
feature at Street Level 
Photoworks, Trongate 103, 

free and copies of the book will 

THE NEW staff at the Taynuilt Hotel 
have a familiarity about them, as all 
the recruits are already residents of 

ael Bromelow, who are engaged to 

daughter, Isla, said it was important 
to have local staff for their business 

‘I don’t mind the long hours, or 

the fact I haven’t had a day off for 

the hotel on March 1 after it had 
gone into administration under the 

Spotlight on Taynuilt

The staff of the re-opened Taynuilt Hotel. 15_t16hotel01

Gaelic Choir awarded cash to bring in tutors

Familiar faces as village residents 
are employed at Taynuilt Hotel 

Ballet West featured at 
exhibition celebrating 
Scottish creativity
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THE LEADER of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar has said the air 
services cut from Barra and the 
Uists will be restored – if some-

invited Barra councillor Donald 

forced the Western Isles council 
to divert cash away from the air 

restore any services hit by recent 

His comments came after Mr 
-

OBAN Railway Station is one 
-

The scheme, which will be 

Railway station 
barriers funding

from Kentallen to Oban Sheriff 

without a licence or insurance 

The court heard Puttick had 
been with friends in Portsonach-

The three had some drinks there 
then started to return to their 

Jamieson said: ‘The accused lost 

-
iff Brian Cameron banned him 

ordered him to sit an extended 

Waiter walked 
marathon distance 
to be fined

TV chef opens new 
Crianlarich hotel

-

between Callander and Crian-

has been relaunched as Mhor 84, 
an extension of the Mhor chain 

much success in the Callander 

Chef Tom Lewis refurbished 

business, which he describes as 

The cast members are pictured above with their trophies and wearing their Easter bonnets and hats.

for the services, a move which 
has directly or indirectly seen 

connections between Stornoway, 

Review
-

‘Nobody wanted to cut any of 

of do we want to cut it, it was we 

-

‘It was clear from the com-
munity consultation that the 

Government intended for the air 

to other council services after the 
Scottish Government removed 

be withdrawn if used for other 

the Scottish Government re-

Delighted

the money was found without af-

Mr Manford had on Monday 
launched a fresh attack at the 

air services will be restored
-

will be lost while the council 

to reconsider its decision to axe 

-

order that alternative forms of 

Parishioners to vote on 

PARISHIONERS at one of 

and Oban Parish, but is the only 
one not owned by the Church of 

Church members will meet in 
Glencruitten Church Centre on 

leads service at Christchurch, as 
well as Glencruitten and Kilmore 

‘We are now faced with the 

funds and there is only so much 

Rev Cameron said the build-

THE CHAIRMAN of Oban 

the isles as he stood down this 

term on the board of directors, 

He added: ‘We have started 

community services and build a 

-
ceeded by David Entwistle, a 
former assistant director of so-
cial services in Salford, who has 
retired to the area and will chair 

Mike Hawke, who was also 

and welcomed new directors 
Catherine Carswell, Stafford 
Day, Catherine Black and Joyce 

Tollan said the total raised by 

Review could affect x-ray services

could see a reduction in the 

‘There are a number of reasons, 
both local and national, as to 

-

whom are on call one week in 
-

recruits into our service in view 

-

and the amount of out of hours 

Currently, six community hos-

x-ray services, Dunoon, Islay, 
-

x-rays as well as ultrasound and 

-
-

Rain and wind didn’t prevent some runners notching impressive performances at the Lochaber Marathon on Sunday, which saw the
women’s record smashed. A small number of locals took part in the race cheered on by a home support huddled into the stand at An
Aird to avoid the worst of the weather. Overall race winner Robert Gilroy of Cambuslang Harriers finished more than 12 minutes clear

of the field to take his second victory in three years in the event. Dumfries Joanna Zakrzewski finished second overall, taking more
than four minutes off the women’s record, which had stood for 15 years. The pair are pictured with the trophy after the race. For a full

report and photos from the day, see the sports section. 20_f16marathon02

Strontian fireman 
quizzed over blaze

locally as David MacKay, 

and held over the weekend by 

remains under consideration by 

homes in Strontian and came 

They will climb Snowdon in Wales, then 

and Fort William to scale Ben Nevis, all in 

The Oban Times: ‘I 

Money raised for the feat, which is due to 

Last year, Mr Findlay cycled the Great 

A PARTIAL shutdown at Rio 

has been averted with days to 

much of the mountain snow 

from the headwaters of the River 

burns added to concerns over 

continue - to the relief of factory 

80 reduction cells had the rain 

-

comment on that information, 
-

He told The Oban Times on 
Tuesday: ‘There had been no 

‘The situation was under 
review and had been for several 
weeks, and it is fortuitous that 

back of Aonach Mor - so that 

Marathon runner smashes Lochaber record

at Fort William because the 

Times revealed the factory 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS

Heavy rain        
saves
smelter from 
shutdown
Lochaber plant days away 
from production loss

Chris Findlay, pictured in front
of Ben Nevis, is preparing for
his unique charity challenge.

20_f16chris01

Unique bid to tackle Three 
Peaks and Way in 48 hours

Fort athletes defy Boston bombings

Diver dips into 
Morvern for world 
record attempt
MORVERN will be the scene 

Forfar man Lee Robertson 

Harbour to try and set a new 

below the surface, with liquids 

Mr Robertson told The Oban 
Times
to try and break the record and 

has excellent facilities and the 

to have my team on hand and 

Morvern Community Devel-

saw him in the water for seven 

TWO LOCHABER Athletic 
Club runners have refused to let 

Niall MacBeath and Ally 

after the Boston atrocity which 

told The Oban Times: ‘As far 
NEWSDESKS
Fort William

01397 703003
Oban

01631 568000
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Call for quick 
action on 
passenger ferry 
access
COUNCILLORS have voiced 
their frustrations over the Pas-
senger Access System (PAS) at 
Craignure pier on Mull.

At last Wednesday’s Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting, Martin Gorringe, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
marine operations manager, con-

certain ferries in the Caledonian 

It outlines a completion of work 
by April 2015, following the 
approval of a business case that 

Assets Ltd (CMAL) plans.
Safe

The council and CMAL are 
still to agree which organisation 
is responsible for the works. But 
after Mr Gorringe reassured 
councillor Elaine Robertson 
that the PAS was currently safe 
to use, committee chairman 
councillor Roddy McCuish 
asked: ‘Why dance around, if it 
is safe?’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
had earlier explained it was 
‘imperative’ the Mull and Iona 
Ferry Users Group was involved 
in the business case discussions.

Referring to the timeframe of 
completing the outline business 
case in July this year to the con-
tract completion in April 2015, 
she added: ‘Have we agreed on 
who is responsible for the PAS. 
When you look at this timeline, 
we are putting a lot of council 

Councillor Alistair MacDou-
gall said: ‘Regardless of who 
pays for this, the money is com-
ing from the Scottish Govern-
ment in the end. We can’t wait 
around on this.’   

Lifeboat crew 
rescue ill cruise 
ship guests
TWO POORLY passengers 
from a cruise ship off the Isle of 
Mull were whisked to the care of 
ambulance staff by the volunteer 
crew of Tobermory lifeboat.

The cruise ship had been in 
Bloody Bay, north of Tober-

ill passenger reached the RNLI 
on Monday morning.

The patient was transferred in 
blustery conditions in force six 
winds to the lifeboat, together 
with his wife and the cruise 
ship’s doctor. 

All three were then taken to 
Tobermory where they were 
handed over to the care of the 
Scottish Ambulance Service.

RNLI coxswain, said: ‘This 
was a routine shout for us and 
despite the windy conditions, 
the transfer went smoothly. We 
were pleased to be of service to 
the gentleman and wish him a 
speedy recovery.’

But just four hours later the 
lifeboat launched again to go 
to the aid of another passenger 
from the same ship who was 
suffering from chest pain.

Despite the wind rising to 
a force seven and gusts of 
up to 30 knots, the volunteer 
crew successfully transferred 
the man onto the lifeboat and 
took him to waiting Scottish 
Ambulance Service staff in 
Tobermory.

events just go to show that you 
can never tell whether it’s going 
to be months or hours before the 
next shout. Our volunteer crew 
keep their pagers to hand at all 
times and are ready to respond 
immediately when the call 
comes.’

DESCRIBED as a missing tooth in a pearly smile 
when it was painted black in 2006, a Mull pub is 
now back to its shiny best.

The Mishnish Hotel, in Tobermory’s Main 
Street, has recently been painted yellow – a switch 
back to it’s former colourful glory.

The hotel, run by the MacLeod family since it 
was built in 1861, has been spruced up by local 
painters Dodo and Donald Junior MacLean.

of the Mishnish and also weathered the sea front 
well. 

‘We did feel however that it was time to go back 
to the yellow to cheer us all up in these austere 
times.’

Duncan Swinbanks, local shop owner, said: ‘It’s 
amazing, how as you arrive at Tobermory the 
world-famous Mishnish Hotel lifts your spirits 
and portrays what a fun and welcoming place 

Tobermory is.’ Local Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
was also ‘delighted’ to see it going back to yellow. 
She said: ‘It has that iconic look again and it brings 
back a lot of fond memories.’

Manager AJ MacLeod added: ‘Local painters 
Dodo and Donald Junior MacLean have done a 

of grey paint used to paint the Mishnish when 
Tobermory was a naval base during the Second 
World War. 

‘Everyone’s reactions in the town has been 
unbelievably positive and we can’t wait for our 
visitors to see it at the Mull Music Festival at the 
end of the month’

Local resident and author, Olive Brown, was 
also pleased to see the return of the colour. ‘Even 
though the Mishnish used to be painted black, in 
painting it yellow they had almost created a brand 
for Tobermory and it’s colourful houses,’ she 
said.

A REMARKABLE feat of 
survival against all the odds has 
been witnessed on the Isle of 
Mull as a young eagle returned 
home.

Kellan, a young white-tailed 
eagle, suffered a broken wing 
and leg in 2010 and endured 

treatment before being released 
into the wild.

The bird was last sighted in 
August 2011, having lost his 
radio tag during bad weather, 
and experts feared he had passed 
away.

But Dave Sexton, Mull’s RSPB 

recently. He said: ‘I knew it was 
him as soon as I saw that unique 
silhouette hurtling towards me 
over the tree tops. 

‘There’s no mistaking that 

winged white-tailed wonder 
had made it through against all 
the odds. He is a truly amazing 
survivor to have got this far. 

A MUSEUM on the Isle of Mull 
has received more than £10,000 
to continue the invaluable work 
of digitising its vast archive.

Mull Museum was handed 
£10,541 from Museums Galleries 
Scotland (MGS) as part of 
its Capital Fund Programme 

communities throughout 
Scotland through Scottish 
Government money.

The cash will be used to buy 
new computers – to replace the 
current ones which are over ten 
years old – and the purchase of a 
large scanner.

The giant scanner will 
make digitising the museum’s 
collection of 15,000 entries 
much easier for staff and provide 

a higher quality product as they 
currently scan small sections of 
documents and piece the parts 
together.

Olive Brown, from Mull 
Museum, said: ‘We’re the only 
museum in Argyll that got 
funding and we’re just ecstatic, 
the new scanner is just so 
exciting.

‘There is a huge archive, it 
is all catalogued and some 
digitised but now we’ll be able 
to do more.

History
‘Mull Museum is regularly 

consulted for information about 
the history of Mull and its people, 
by individuals and researchers 
from home and abroad, schools, 

‘All this new equipment will 
enable us to respond more 
quickly, easily and in greater 
depth. We’re really grateful to 
MGS for giving us this grant – it 
was all we asked for – to enable 
us to move forward.’

Under the Capital Fund 
Programme MGS awards grants 
of up to £40,000 to support 
renovation or conservation 
projects or major facilities, 
major purchases or conservation 
projects. 

The Scottish Government has 
committed capital funding to 
the sector via MGS for a further 
two years with 24 museums or 
galleries sharing £500,000 this 
year.

Culture secretary Fiona Hyslop 

said: ‘Scotland’s museums 
and galleries are tremendously 
important, telling the story of 
our nation and attracting visitors 
from around the world. 

‘That is why, in line with the 
Scottish Government’s strategy 
to support economic recovery 
and create more jobs, I am 
increasing capital investment in 
our museums and galleries.

Benefits
‘My decision to allocate an 

additional £100,000 to the MGS 
Capital Fund this year means 
we will be able to do more to 
preserve and enhance these 
important collections, boosting 
the Scottish economy and 
bringing social and community 

ONE OF the best loved and 
most frequently sailed boats 
in the Caledonian MacBrayne 

25th birthday this month.
MV Isle of Mull, or in Gaelic 

An t-Eilean Muileach, entered 
service on April 11, 1988 replac-
ing MV Caledonia on the Oban 
to Craignure route.

The Caledonia, while comfort-
able and reliable, had struggled 
to carry a growing number of 
passengers, particularly during 
peak sailings.

The Isle of Mull was launched 
on December 8, 1987 by HRH 
Princess Alexandra after being 
built in yard 572 by Ferguson 
Shipbuilders Ltd, Port Glasgow.

As the anniversary loomed 
former crew and passengers were 
sharing their thoughts of the boat 
on the CalMac Facebook page.

Fiona Martin said: ‘I got to 
go on this ferry when it was 

Dodo and Donald hard at work restoring the ‘Mish’ to its colourful best. 

Kellan at the point of his release in 2010. Photograph by John McAvoy/SSPCA.

‘It’s tough enough for any 
young eagle to survive this long 
in the wild in Scotland but after 
his initial traumatic start in life, 
the operations and release, it’s 
all the more remarkable.’

Kellan was found lying badly 
injured in 2010 by a local farmer, 
the bird was then treated by 
wildlife vet Dr Romain Pizzi at 
the SSPCA’s Wildlife Hospital 
in Fife.

After returning to Mull it 
took him a while to gain the 

weeks preferring to walk up 
the side of mountains and then 
gliding unsteadily onto his next 
meal. In August that year he 
was seen one last time by Dave 
as he circled over a hill and then 
disappeared into the next glen.

But while recently monitoring 
Kellan’s parents at their current 
nest site on Mull, Dave noticed 
an eagle approaching high up 
from the north.

As it got closer and Dave could 

get a good view there was no 
doubting who it was. Kellan was 

He roosted near his old nest 
clearly relieved and reassured to 
be back in familiar territory. His 
parents who are incubating at the 
moment did not react but would 
normally chase off any intruding 
eagles at this sensitive time. 

Their bond with him has 
always been special, after being 

treated, when he was released 

and sat with him.
Dave added: ‘Kellan was 

helped back on his road to 
recovery two years ago by the 

landowner who provided deer 
gralloch and the SSPCA. 

‘His appearance now makes 
all that trouble and worry worth 
while. Welcome back Kellan, it 
is very good to see you – but 
where have you been for the last 
two years and what adventures 
have you had?’

still fresh and giving off fumes. 

Wow.’
Stephen McNally had been on 

the Isle of Mull with his cousin, 
who had taken his father’s ashes 

on board to scatter close to Lis-
more Lighthouse.

He said: ‘My cousin brought 
his father’s ashes from Canada 
to scatter and the skipper let us 
go right down on to the stern. 

‘When my cousin tried to 

empty the box the swirling wind 
just lifted them right up into the 
air and they went pretty much 
everywhere except down into 
the sea. We did see the funny 
side, even at the time.’

The boat, which measures 
90.3 metres in length, is owned 
by Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd. It became a lifeline for those 
living on Mull, even when they 
least expected it.

Gilbert Dougans said: ‘In 1988 
we lived in Paisley, we got mar-
ried in Oban on September 28. 
We asked a passer-by to take a 
picture of us with that big boat in 
it, little did we know then that it 
would be our lifeline because we 
moved to Mull in 1991.’

The Glasgow registered MV 
Isle of Mull is capable of speeds 
up to 15 knots and has room for 
up to 968 passengers and 70 cars. 
It also services other islands 
from Oban when required.

Remarkable feat of survival as eagle returns home

Mishnish Hotel back to 
its shiny - yellow - best

Museum’s delight 
as archive work 
gets £10,000 boost

Popular ferry celebrates 25th birthday

Island welcomes back Kellan as he 
defies all the odds to survive
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Isle of Skye dance group ‘Dannsairean an Eilein Sgitheanaich’ had 
a successful trip to the Le-Ellen festival in Inverness on Saturday.
The event attracted 236 dancers, including 15 attending Karen 

Rankin’s school in Skye, who all credited themselves.  Main Skye 
prizewinners were Gemma Taylor, novice trophy for her age 

group and overall Le-Ellen novice; Karen Mackinnon, beginner 
trophy for her age group and overall Le-Ellen beginner trophy 

and Holly Tait, above, Le-Ellen Intermediate Trophy. 

Ballachulish shinty 
players ‘pull’ together
BALLACHULISH shinty players of all 
ages came together to raise funds for the 
club by pulling an old minibus through the 
village.

Players from primary age youngsters to 
retired club members rallied together to get 
sponsorship for the bus pull.

Balla player Davie Campbell said: ‘The 
funds raised by this event will go directly 
to the cost of hiring minibuses for all the 
teams as they travel away to compete.

‘The rain broke for what was a high 
spirited team effort, a daunting task made 
easy by all pulling together. Ballachulish 
Shinty Club would like to thank those who 
donated so generously.’

Man quizzed over 
Fort break-ins
A 46 YEAR-old man has been 
questioned following a break-in 
at a clothes shop and cafe in 
Fort William.

The man, who is not local, 

the break-in and theft at the 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill at 
Nevis Bridge on Monday night.

A report will be made to the 
Procurator Fiscal, and police 
said inquires were ongoing to 
discover the value of any goods 
taken.

Correction
ROBERT Cairns is the 
chairman of the Lochaber 
Archaeological Society, not 
Lochaber Historical Society as 
stated in an article in last week’s 
edition. 

The Oban Times apologies for 
the error.

Bike star releases 
new video clip
DUNVEGAN’S street stunt 
bike star Danny MacAskill 

of his new video, ‘MacAskill’s 
Imaginate’. 

The clip, entitled ‘In the 
balance’, follows Danny to 
California to sort out a career-
threatening back problem.

Scottish Ski Club (Lochaber Section) junior training ski instructors have picked Corpach youngster Archie MacIntyre as ‘most 
improved beginner’ of the season. As well as being awarded the trophy, Banavie Primary School pupil Archie, aged seven, will receive 

a season pass for next season.  Committee member Isobel MacKenzie told The Oban Times: ‘We are always delighted to make this 
award because it recognises the achievements of our young skiers. We hope Archie carries on ski-ing in future.’ 

First salmon harvest from 
new Barra fish farm
THE FIRST salmon to be grown at Marine 

been harvested almost a year after the plant 
came on stream.

‘open sea’ farms commissioned to meet 
increasing world demand. Together with 
its shore base at Ardveenish, it employs six 
people. 

Cash help for 
training
WESTERN Isles Council is 
offering cash help for appren-
ticeship training in the Western 
Isles construction industry.

Funding will depend on the 
number of eligible applications 
received and will be paid on a 

details contact fmaciver@
cne-siar.gov.uk. 

A FORT William woman lost 
control of her car on the A82 

over and end up on its side.
Cerrie Ann Cameron, of 28 

Grant Place, Claggan, was found 
guilty of driving without due 
care and attention by failing to 
negotiate a bend on the road on 
October 19. The 25-year-old’s 

A FORT William man who caused a horror crash 
with a cyclist while driving at 67mph in the town 
has been jailed for 10 months.

And Graham Douglas was also banned from 
driving for three and a half years after the accident 
which saw student Andrew MacLeod lose the 
lower part of his right leg.

A jury found the 29 year-old guilty after a six 
day trial at Fort William Sheriff Court last month.

The jury heard neither Douglas or MacLeod 
had clear memories of the event, but that police 
investigations showed the car had been travelling 
at ‘at least’ 67 mph just seconds after the collision, 
which occurred at the junction of Lundavra Road 
and Connachie Road on March 7, 2011.

Defence solicitor Donald MacLeod QC said he 
accepted the jury’s verdict that Douglas’ speed 
had played a role in the crash.

But, he said, evidence suggested Andrew 
MacLeod had pulled out into the path of Douglas’ 
Subaru Impreza.

He said: ‘It is curious how the cyclist did not see 
or hear this car. The noise of the car coming up the 
hill would have been easily heard.

‘It is clear the cyclist must have emerged without 
stopping.’

Sentencing, Sheriff Noel McPartlin said: 
‘Sentencing is not a simple matter in this case. 
You were convicted by the jury of driving your car 
dangerously and causing the car to collide with the 
cyclist who was severely injured.’

Sheriff McPartlin said MacLeod may have been 
partially responsible, but Douglas’ driving had 
been ‘dangerous’.

He continued: ‘The penalty for this depends 
primarily on how bad the driving was, rather than 
scale of the outcome.

‘What this case shows is that there are grave 
dangers when anyone drives on our streets at 
excessive speed.’

Workshop help 
with emergency 
planning
A WORKSHOP to help 
Lochaber residents prepare for 
emergency situations is being 
held in Fort William today 
(Thursday).

The Highland Council-run 
Community Resilience 
Workshop aims to teach locals 
on how best to prep for bad 
weather, power failures or water 
outages. Information displays, 
equipment and advice from 
experts will all be on offer.

Lochaber Provost Allan 
Henderson said: ‘Recent heavy 
snowfalls in the south of 
Scotland have highlighted how 
vulnerable communities are and 
how necessary it is for everyone 
to be prepared. Being prepared 
for the unexpected and making 
your community more resilient 
is what this workshop is all 
about.’

The event runs from 3pm-7pm 
in the Council Chamber, 
Lochaber House.

THREE charity fundraisers turned out to be not so super 
after all when they were forced to abandon an attempted 
climb on Ben Nevis due to inadequate clothing.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team came across the men in 
full Superman costumes on their way down the mountain 
after they decided to abort their ascent due to conditions 

LMRT team leader John Stevenson told The Oban Times: 
‘We had another job on and when they boys were heading up 
the hill they bumped into three guys coming down dressed 

raising money for charity.
‘I think they’d got so far up and realised they weren’t ap-

propriately dressed, and turned back.’

Mr Stevenson said the fact the men were ill-prepared 
for climbing the Ben in the current conditions showed 
some people are still unaware of the risks presented by the 
Lochaber mountain. He said: ‘We’re doing our best to get 
the message out there, but it seems it is not getting through 

still covered in snow, it’s still in the grip of winter.’

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Locked up: Graham Douglas jailed for causing 
the crash. 10_f16douglas01

The sentence was backdated to November 22 
when Douglas was taken into custody.

Douglas, of 12 Linnhe Road, was jailed for a 
further month after admitting failing to appear for 
trial in November. The court previously heard he 
was working in Las Palmas when the trial was due 
to be heard.

Mr MacLeod QC said it was ‘not an attempt to 
escape justice’.

He said: ‘He did not fully understand the 
inconvenience caused by his non-appearance.’

Horror 
crash driver 
jailed for   
10 months
Cyclist lost lower leg after being hit by car 
being driven at 67mph through town

Ill prepared charity walkers forced to abandon Ben Nevis climb

Archie slopes away with ski-ing trophy

uncle, John Cameron, was a 
passenger in the car and was left 
with a collapsed lung and broken 
ribs after the crash.

Cameron claimed she lost 
control of her Citroen Xsara 
Picasso after hitting a pothole on 
the wet road.

But Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said there was no evidence 

of any potholes, and if there had 
been Cameron should have been 
able to keep the car on the road. 

She said: ‘Even if there was 
a pothole you would expect a 
competent driver to be able to 
deal with it.’

penalty points.

Climbers airlifted 
off Ben Nevis
THREE climbers were airlifted 
from Ben Nevis after becoming 
stuck on a crag.

The group called for assist-
ance after running into trouble 
on Tower Ridge on Friday 
afternoon. Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team were called out 
but the trio were picked up by 
an RAF rescue helicopter.

The men, who are not local, 
did not require any medical 
assistance.

A SKYE village’s sporting 
facilities are set for a major 
upgrade after plans to develop 

go-ahead by councillors.

behind the local primary school, 
will be extended to a 90metre by 
50 metre football pitch with an 
adjacent 54m by 20m training 
area.

The proposals gained 

attracting 56 comments all in 
support.

The poor state of the current 
surface means local clubs often 
have to travel to other parts of 
Skye to train or play matches.

Local youth football coach 
Roddy Macleod said: ‘A new 

community as a whole. 
‘The Sleat and Strath football 

team would have much better 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Woman lost control of car on bend

AN ONLINE petition against proposed 
changes to fares for Lochaber’s busiest ferry 

Some 579 people had signed up to oppose 
radical change to the fare system for the 
Corran Ferry by Tuesday afternoon.

Highland Council’s proposals include 
introducing a smart card payment scheme 
as well as giving car drivers unlimited travel 
for £40 a month.

However, some locals are unhappy with 
plans to increase the price of a single 
crossing and to remove free travel for 
disabled passengers.

Councillor Andrew Baxter created the 

online petition, and has also sent out paper 
versions to villages across the area.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The proposals 
are unsuitable, unfair and unjust to people 
who use the ferry. By my calculations, 
someone travelling on the ferry once a week 
would pay an extra £170 a year.

‘There is a disproportionate effect on 
people who are less frequent users of the 
ferry.’

Some have also expressed fears the 
increase for a single crossing will deter 
tourists from visiting Ardgour, Morvern and 
Ardnamurchan.

In a letter to Charles Kennedy MP and 

Dave Thompson MSP, Strontian bed and 
breakfast owners Richard and Jacqueline 
Laybourne said: ‘It is our belief that the 
proposals would kill the communities served 
by that ferry. 

‘Many of us depend on tourism for our 
livelihoods; we already see tourists turn up 
at the ferry queue, spot the ferry price, and 
turn around.

‘The proposed changes will kill tourism on 
the peninsula.

‘Delivery costs will increase across the 
board. Prices in the few shops will increase.

Those who are unable to drive will face 
increases in public transport costs.’

Skye girls dance off 
with festival trophies

facilities, the Broadford youth 
club would be able to use this 
new facility to host ‘fun days’ 
or sporting events for the 
community and the island.

‘More people would attend 
events and we wouldn’t have 
to travel 30-odd miles to play a 
game of football.’

Active Schools co-ordinator 
Sarah Ross said the development 
could see more locals taking part 
in sport.

She said: ‘This development 
could lead to an increase in 
the number of new activities 
running in the area, by providing 
a safe and suitable area to do 
so, increasing activity levels 
in not only school pupils but 
community members.’

Highland Council’s north 
planning applications committee 
approved the application at 
a meeting in Inverness on 
Tuesday. 

upgrade gets go-ahead

Online Corran Ferry fare petition 
attracts hundreds of signatures

NO TRACE has been found of a Fife man 
missing in the Cuillins despite a massive 
search effort.

Oliver Smith, 33, was last heard from at 
noon on Saturday, April 6, when he sent a 
text to his wife from high up 3,045ft Bla 
Bheinn.

Skye, Glenelg, Kintail, RAF Kinloss and 
RAF Leuchars mountain rescue teams, 
police, SARDA dogs and local coastguards 
were all involved in trying to locate Russian 
lecturer Dr Smith, from Cupar.

Skye MRT leader Gerry Ackroyd told The 
Oban Times the search operation had been 

scaled down but Skye and Kintail teams 
were out over the weekend.

He said: ‘Nobody has come forward to 
say they have seen a person matching his 
description. 

something turns up.’

‘Yes’ campaign 
launched on Skye
THE YES campaign for Skye 

Sabhal Mor Ostaig, the Gaelic 
college in Sleat, last night 
(Wednesday).

Main speaker was Allan 
Riach, Professor of Scottish Lit-
erature at Glasgow University, 
who outlined why independence 
was vital for the Highlands and 
Scotland.

Trad music stars Ingrid 
Henderson, Margaret Stewart 
and Diamh piper Angus 
MacKenzie revealed why they 
would be voting ‘yes’.

No trace of missing man despite massive search
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GENERAL                       
KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD

Last 
week’s 
solution

Across
7 Meter to monitor amount of volume (8,5)
8 See before it occurs (8)
9 Animal home (4)
10 Under-table flirting (7)
12 Be bombastic (5)
14 Type of drive (2-3)
16 Burger topping (7)
19 Make better (4)
20 Loud lady it's said (8)
22 If at first you don't succeed... (5-3-5)

Down
1 Beam (4)
2 Casual top (1-5)
3 Insane person (7)
4 Hold off (5)
5 One who shouts bingo numbers (6)
6 Sparkling (8)
11 Long-established group (3,5)
13 Given to make up for (7)
15 System to prevent head-on collision (3-3)
17 Facing (6)
18 Fowl organs (5)
21 Ice sheet (4)

F
1

L A
2

C C
3

I D
4

V
5

I A
6

N D
7

I C A O I L E

V
8

I R U S U
9

N C R O S S

E E H B T N E
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10

C A N D A L M O N G E R

G I E R T

B
11

R E A S T V
12

I T A
13

L S

O P H
14

A P

N
15

U R
16

S E R Y S C H O O L
17

K A N B R S I

E
18

N D U S E R O
19

P T I C

R I E I S L I

S
20

P O O R D
21

I S S E C T

BLIADHNAICHEAN AIR AIS, tha cuimhne agam sinn a’ 
dèanamh gàire a’ cluinntinn ministear bhon Eaglais Shaor 
a’ toirt freagairt geur dha ministear bho eaglais eile aig 
coinneimh. 

Bha iad a’ bruidhinn air suidheachadh na Gàidhlig anns 
na h-eaglaisean agus iarrtasan a’ dol thuca bho bhuidhnean-
leasachaidh gun stèidhicheadh gach eaglais poileasaidh a 
thaobh na Gàidhlig. Thuirt am ministear àraid seo nach robh 
an eaglais aige a’ creidsinn gun robh rùn aig Dia Gàidhlig a 
ghleidheadh leis nach robh e a’ cur theachdairean thuca aig an 
robh an cànan. Fhreagair fear na h-Eaglaise Saoire le ealantas, 
“Tha e a’ cur gu leòr thugainne!” 

Ged a bha ‘s dòcha beagan faobhar farpaiseachd anns na 
thuirt e,  bha e math deàlradh beag eirmseachd a chluinntinn 
eadar riochdairean nan eaglaisean aig a’ choinneimh ud. Agus 
thàinig na faclan na mo chuimhne a-rithist an latha  roimhe 
ag èisteachd ri ministear eile bhon Eaglais Shaor, an turas 
seo ag innse dhuinn nach eil ach aon neach a’ trèanadh aca 
an-dràsta a tha comasach air searmonachadh ann an Gàidhlig. 
Bha e ag aontachadh gur e suidheachadh duilich a bha sin, ach 
thuirt e gur fheudar gabhail ris gum bheil na tha a’ tachairt na 
chomharradh air a’ choimhearsnachd agus nach eil adhbhar 
sam bith dha eaglais a bhith a’ deisealachadh mhinistearan le 
comasan ann an cànan nach eil an sluagh a’ cleachdadh. Chan 
e dìon neo leasachadh cànain dleastanas na h-eaglaise aigesan 
ach a bhith a’ sgaoileadh an t-soisgeil.  

Tha mi a’ creidsinn gun cuireadh a’ mhòr-chuid de 
dh’eaglaisean na h-aon argamaidean   agus gun gabhadh 
mòran dhaoine riutha. Chan eil ann an cànan ach innleachd 
gus an teachdaireachd spioradail a lìbhrigeadh dhan t-sluagh 
chun an tig e gu bhith na phàirt den bheatha chultarail aca 
agus nach eil e riatanach gun taghte an innleachd a ruigeas 
air an àireamh as motha gach uair. Ach le cànain mar bhunait 
chultar an t-sluaigh, nach eil e cuideachd reusanta faighneachd 
carson nach eil eaglaisean a’ faicinn cho cudromach ‘s a dh’ 
fhaodadh sin a bhith nan cuid amasan. Oh, agus aon rud eile. 
Ma tha eaglaisean cho soilleir mun cuid dleastanas a thaobh 
an t-Soisgeil,  carson nach eil iad uile ag obair còmhla seach a 
bhith a’ farpais agus ag argamaid am measg a chèile?

MANY will agree with Free Church leaders, who say the 
church has no particular responsibility for Gaelic, or any 
other language. With fewer Gaelic speakers being drawn to 
its ministry the Free Church apparently now feels that this 

through the medium of Gaelic will soon disappear. The church’s 
role is to preach the gospel to the maximum number they argue, 
and the language of the church should be the language that the 
majority understands.     

However, it is surely reasonable to ask where such a 
philosophy might sit with Christian attitudes to equality and 
minority rights, not to mention the deep relationship between 
religious conviction and community culture.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Regular contributor Colin Armstrong of Coventry submitted this week’s flashback photograph which features Oban’s ‘fish lassies’ in 
days gone by. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or 

emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Long live Oban 
Airport
Sir,
It is very disappointing that 
your newspaper seems to report 
mostly negative news about 
Oban Airport and I hope you will 
use my letter to print something 
positive for a change.

If someone lives in the centre 
of Oban I can understand why 
they cannot see the point of the 
airport. If you live on the small 
islands on the periphery the 
airport offers a vital service, and 
is very well used.

-
mous amount of time and 
money both for individuals and 

-
gyll & Bute Council, the NHS, 

to the islands. They can come 
out and back in a day instead of 
taking three days in the winter 
or two days in the summer. 
This is a considerable saving in 
expense. 

If islanders need to bring out 
architects, surveyors, techni-
cians, builders, engineers, pro-
fessionals of all sorts, they can 
come out quickly and easily, and 
at vastly decreased costs. The 
difference in cost between 
someone coming out for one day 
and coming out for three with 
attendant accommodation costs 
is huge.

send out islanders to hospital 
in Oban routinely. Visitors and 
islanders have greatly increased 

the islands and back instead of 
having to stick to the Caledonian 
MacBrayne timetable. There are 

to enable our children to come 
home.

The cost is affordable, the 
service reliable, the timetable 
carefully thought out, and we 
have excellent pilots. Oban 
Airport and our airport on Coll 
have enthusiastic, helpful staff, 
and the service has heavy use. 
It complements Caledonian 
MacBrayne, and has greatly 
decreased the problems of living 
on islands. Well done, Hebrid-
ean Airways and staff, and long 
may the service continue. 
Lavinia Maclean-Bristol,  
Breacachadh Castle, Isle of 
Coll.

Congratulations 
South Uist
Sir,
Hearty congratulations should 
go to the community of South 
Uist for their foresight and 
commitment in seeing their 
wind turbine project through to 
fruition. 

The initial feasibility study 
was carried out in 2007 which 
demonstrates how long it can 
take to put everything in place, 
especially when some members 
of the Community opposed the 
project as being over ambitious. 
The success of Storas Uibhist 
should act as encouragement to 
all those other proposed commu-

nity renewable energy projects 
in the pipeline in the Highlands 
and Islands.

Continued investment in 
renewable energy projects 
over the next 10 years should 
see Communities moving to a 
position where the Highlands 
and Islands are producing more 
electricity than they use. In the 
following 20 years by adding 
wave and tidal power plant to 
the existing wind, solar and 
hydro sources and producing 
hydrogen and battery charging 
from surplus renewable energy, 
the Highlands and Islands can 

all forms of energy and can say 
goodbye to the inexorable rise in 
the costs of fossil fuel.

Human ingenuity and 
commitment will turn those 
impediments of wind, rain and 
huge areas to advantage in our 
region.
David Pollard, Salen, Isle of 
Mull

Taypayers entitled 
to know how 
money is spent
Sir,
I would like to thank Councilor 
Freeman for his response to my 
recent letter on social housing 
funding. 

My letter referred to the infor-
mation available from last year’s 

information available to him as 
councillor.

I am a big supporter of social 
housing, but there is a big differ-
ence between allocated funding 
and actually building. I am more 
than aware that £4.5 million has 
been allocated for social housing 
and would like to ask how long 
these large sums have been al-
located without being used?

Councilor Currie attends many 
meetings of the community 
council and has stated he had 
managed to source funding for 
houses on Islay, but not about the 
funding sources.

In response to his comment on 
the Port Ellen project, has Coun-
cilor Freeman any idea what the 
residents of Port Ellen think of 
the positioning of the current 
new housing? They obviously 
want more housing but were 
very unhappy the houses will 
occupy a green square backing 
onto four rows of houses.

this apparent prime site for hous-
ing was not purchased by house 
builders during the boom years 
for the construction of private 
housing in the late 1980s and 
from 2003 until 2008.

Whilst access for vehicles 
has always been a problem the 
main reason no-one has built 
housing on this site until now 
is because it is known locally in 
Port Ellen as ‘The Bog’. So you 
can understand why the hous-
ing development has been well 
behind schedule due to problems 
with the foundations.

I wonder if ACHA had been 
aware of this problem before 
they submitted their planning 

application. If you are attending 
the ceremony handing over the 
keys of the new houses on this 
development to the new tenants 
I suggest that you bring a pair of 
wellington boots with you as you 
may require them.

Finally are those who need 
affordable houses not often tax 
payers? And are the population 
as a whole not entitled to know 
how large sums of money are 
actually spent.
Alastair Redman, Portna-
haven, Isle of Islay.

Thanks to hard 
pressed staff
Sir,
The last week of March saw 
unprecedented severe weather 
conditions in Kintyre, with 
heavy snow blocking the A83 
and power supplies across the 
peninsula disrupted. 

This required a robust and im-
mediate response from a number 
of agencies – Argyll and Bute 
Council, Strathclyde Police, 
NHS Highland and Scottish and 
Southern Energy. 

We would like to publicly 
acknowledge the hard work and 
commitment of staff from each 
of these agencies. They worked 
tirelessly in some of the worst 
weather conditions seen in 
Argyll and Bute for many years, 
and their efforts are very much 
appreciated. 

Even in the middle of con-
siderable adversity, there was 
great encouragement to be had 
from the way that the people of 
Kintyre coped with everything 
that the snow and bad weather 
brought with it. They rose to 
the challenge admirably and the 
level of community spirit shown 
across the peninsula has been 
truly inspiring. 

We have heard of people cook-
ing soup for elderly neighbours, 
making cups of tea for power 
and roads workers, delivering 
vital medicines and supplies to 
vulnerable people and inviting 
people in to the warmth of a 

circumstances which were less 
than ideal but did not hamper the 
desire to help out others. 

Everyone worked well together 
from the start with the people and 
communities of Kintyre at the 
heart of their efforts. This was 
backed up by the commitment 
and hard work of the staff on 
the ground, who pulled together 
and got on with the job at hand, 
regardless of the weather. Many 
of them, too, were personally af-
fected by the situation and were 

away from home for long and 
tiring hours. 

Communities across the 
Kintyre peninsula showed great 
spirit and resilience while the 
weather wrought havoc in their 
area. 

There are always lessons to be 
learned in these circumstances, 
but it is encouraging to see 
that there is a real will to work 
together at every level. To the 
people of Kintyre, all the staff 
from Argyll and Bute Council, 
Strathclyde Police, NHS High-
land and Scottish and Southern 
Energy, we thank you for your 
commitment and dedication 

We hope that Argyll and Bute 
will not have to experience such 
severe weather again, but we 
have faith that everyone involved 
will do their very best to tackle 
it – we have already seen what 
they are capable of. 

If anyone would like to 
comment on the situation 
in Kintyre, we have set up a 
special email address to be 
used - contact us on civilcon-
tingencies@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Sally Loudon, Chief Execu-
tive, Argyll and Bute Council,
Chief Superintendent Barry 
McEwan, Police Scotland, and
Elaine Mead, Chief Executive, 
NHS Highland.

Mull firefighters 
praised
Sir,
May I, on behalf of Mull Com-
munity Council express our 
heartfelt thanks and appreciation 
to all those involved in tackling 
the recent spate of heath and 

-
curred here over the past couple 
of weeks.

Our commendations in 
particular go out to those who 

which could have turned out 
very differently had these people 

to gain control of the situation.
For 26 hours, they fought the 

blaze and prevented it from 
reaching the village and avoided 
having to evacuate residents.
These were not only members of 

personnel and volunteers from 
the village.  

Furthermore and to our great 
relief the whole event took place 
without injury.

So, to all these people, very 
many thanks indeed for all your 
efforts.
Steve Willis, Chairman, Mull 
Community Council.

Erskine ceilidh
THE WORDS ‘The best-laid 
schemes o’ mice and men 
gang aft agley’ must have rung 
true with Mairi Howieson, 
secretary of Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association, as the date of its 
annual concert in aid of the 
Erskine charity approached. 

With the programme 
arranged some time ago, 
Gaelic singer Catriona Fair 
and accompanist Kirsteen 
Grant had to withdraw 
because of illness and 
with the chairman Murdo 
MacDonald and accordionist 
Billy Macphee travelling from 
the Outer Isles and therefore 
subjected to the operational 
problems experienced by 
CalMac last week Mairi did 
not have her problems to 
seek. But the ‘Bankies’ are 
made of stern stuff and in 
stepped Gordon Kinniburgh 
as accompanist and Rachel 
Deans to join her twin sister 
Emma who was already on 
the programme. The piper 
was Robert Wood and Iain 
MacPhee together with Billy 
again proved why they are 
so  popular at the Clydebank 
ceilidh. John Anthony Graham 
sang, as did the chairman, and 
during the proceedings one of 
the carers, accompanying the 
large contingent from Erskine, 
expressed the appreciation of 
the charity. 

Gaels ri Cheile
THE MONTHLY meeting of 
language learning for both 
Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
Gaeilge will take place on 
Saturday April 20 at beginner, 
intermediate and advanced 
levels at An Leanag.

Classes run from 10am to 
4pm at a cost of £10 for the 
whole day and £5 for a half 
day. Later at 8pm, there will 
be entertainment in the West 
of Scotland Cricket Club, 
Peel Street, Partick. Ceitlin 
Smith, from Ness in Lewis 
and currently a student at 
the Royal Conservatoire,  
will be performing with an 
opportunity for others to 
contribute. If you do decide to 
join in the entrance fee of £3 
will be deducted!

E-learning at 
piping centre
ALTHOUGH lessons have 
been available using Skype for 
some time the highly skilled 
and sought after tutors at the 
National Piping Centre have 
revealed an ambitious project 
which will allow high quality 
bagpipe tuition to be delivered 
live using new technology. 

This will allow students to 
be in an online classroom with 
the ability to communicate 
directly with the teacher or 
others in the class allowing 
dialogue between students at 
the same level. 

Gaelic Learner’s 
Day
THIS coming Saturday, Clann 
Gaidhlig is holding a day 
of classes in the Centre for 
Performing Arts, Reid Kerr 
College, Paisley.  

There will be classes at all 

levels, according to demand, 
and you can move from one 
class to another. There will 
also be a singing workshop.  
If you would like to take part 
telephone 0797 273 5413 or 

Gaelic drama
MANY of our ancestors 
managed to survive without 
power but, as witnessed just a 
few weeks ago in south west 
Scotland, coping without such 
an essential in today’s society 

What are they? If you want 

Theatre on Thursday April 25 
where there will be showings 
of ‘From the Darkness’ a 
play which focuses on such 
eventualities. Written by 
Catriona Lexy Campbell and 
performed in collaboration 
with Beth Frieden there will 
be performances at 1pm and  
8.30pm, cost £4.

Grammar course
CLI GAELIC is running 
a grammar course in An 

Partick, from April 30 to 
May 2.  

For further information 
contact Seonag Anderson on 
01463 226757 or seonag@cli.
org.uk

Diary dates
Thursday April 18: Aye 
Write Festival, Mitchell 
Library, Aonghas  
MacNeacail, 6.30pm.
Friday April 19: Trail West 
CD Launch, Park Bar, 9pm, 
free entry. Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir Ceilidh Dance, 
Glasgow University Union, 
8pm for 8.30pm, Deoch ’n 
Dorus. Tolbooth, Stirling, 
8pm, Mairearad Green and 
Anna Massie.
Saturday April 20:
Gaels ri Ceile - see above.  
Highlander’s Club, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 8pm James 
Coutts’ Band.
Tuesday April 23: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Ben 
Bedford. Folk Night with Ross 
Ainslie, Jarlath Henderson, 
Sarah Hayes and Sean Gray 

8pm.
Thursday April 25: Gaelic 
Drama at Tron - see above.
Friday April 26: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Crawford Hall, 
Partick, 9pm to 1am. Phoenix 
Choir with Breabach, Royal 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday April 27: Glasgow 
Skye Association, Spring 
Concert, ‘The Wee Skye’, 
Crawford Hall, Partick, 
7.30pm. Ceol’s Craic with 
Sabhal Mor Ostaig - full 
details next week.

Pub scene
FRIDAY sees the launch of 
the long awaited CD from 
Trail West in the Park Bar at 
9pm.  

Eriskay Lilt will play there 
on Saturday with Andrew 
MacPherson on Sunday while 
in the Islay Inn it will be 
Crooked Reel on Friday and 
Ragaels on Saturday.Neil
Murray. Tel: 0141 954 8105. 
Email: neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Welcome rain for a vital industry 
THE RECENT prolonged spell of dry cold weather was a 

Mountain to enjoy unprecedented late winter snow conditions.
But other - and arguably more important - industries were 

looking to the skies praying for the heavens to open and the 
upland snows to melt.

Rio Tinto Alcan’s Lochaber Smelter in Fort William was only 
days away from a potential partial shutdown of aluminium 
production because its hydroelectric power network was 

Some 180 people are employed there and many more jobs 
depend on the plant. So the deluge was good news for some.
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COUNCILLOR Campbell Cameron was one of the 

TWENTY  YEARS AGO April 22 1993

Easdale stars

Farewell to Fingal

-

Alistair Grant with his awards. t16twenty04

Outstanding
contribution
rewarded

-

-

Flume opens 
at Atlantis

-

-

-

Portrait of Katherine when she was around five years old. 

With her brother John on the beach.

Katherine Lindsay-MacDougall. 

Katherine Lindsay-MacDougall

Katherine Lindsay-MacDougall loved life, and lived it, enjoying 
a distinguished career, the love of her family and taking             
pleasure from the simple things, including the view over Craignish 
from her house.

A pillar of the Ardfern 
community for 41 years
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Couple Counselling Argyll
We give professional relationship counselling to couples 

personal relationship.
OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, DUNOON & ROTHESAY.
& Telephone Counselling, call us on 01631 562397

www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Couple Counselling Argyll

the operating name of Argyll Couple Counselling, c/o 8 High Street, OBAN  PA34 4BG. 
Charity: SCO23995  Reg. Co: SC359930

In Oban we have a Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Centre for treating 
and supporting people with 

Multiple Sclerosis. 
Oxygen is one of natures primary 
healers. Breathing oxygen under 
pressure results in more oxygen 
being delivered to the blood stream 
which improves the healing process. 

as soon as the diagnosis has been 
made. For more information please 
telephone Sandra on 01631 566602.

Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre 
(Oban) Ltd, Glencruitten Road, 

Oban, PA34 4PU
Registered Office: 252 Union Street, 

Aberdeen.
Registered Company No. 115820,  

Scottish Charity No. SCO16889

THE VAST majority of people 
will want to change something 
about their life. Whether you 
think it is time for a makeover, 
a new dress sense or to get your 
life in order now is the time to 
start.

As the summer approaches 
many people are starting to 
think about holidays and want 
to lose weight to look good on 
the beach. 

If you don’t have the willpower 
to exercise alone at the gym 
why not join an exercise class 
or jogging group. You could 
even hire a personal trainer for 
a few sessions to get a routine 
underway.

But perhaps you just want to 
be a little healthier and have no 
need to lose weight. Looking at 
your diet is a good place to start. 
Cut out the junk and replace 
it with healthy snacks 
– fruit, seeds 
and nuts. 

Ensure 
meals have 
a good 
proportion 
of veggies 
to get a good 
intake of 
vitamins 

and help minimise the harmful 
toxins in your system.

Now that you’re feeling good 

boost and get you looking good. 
How long have you had the 
same hairstyle for? 

There are lots of fantastic 
salons around with award 
winning hairdressers that could 
give you a whole new look. 
You could also indulge in a few 
beauty treatments.

It’s time to hit the shops – a 
new wardrobe can make you 
feel like a whole new person. 
Speak to staff to help you 
decide on the latest 
fashions that will 

Of course all of 
these things cost 

money and you may be strug-

shape. If you are in debt sort 
it out now. Speak to Citizens 
Advice Bureau whose helpful 
advisors will help you set up 
manageable repayments. You’ll 
be back in the black before you 
know it.

If it is your job that is getting 
you down you might want to 
consider retraining for that role 
you’ve always had your eye on. 
There are lots of courses that can 
be done as evening classes and 
funding can be provided.

Anything is possible and as 
they say, tomorrow 

never comes, 
so make those 
changes today.

Community Learning offer a varied programme 
of classes throughout the year from beginners 

computing to digital photography, healthy eating, 
art and craft, driving theory and help with CV’s, to 

mention just a few.

Give your

Lifestyle
MOTan

Times life

Oban mic night 
makes a big noise

LAST Friday night saw another suc-
cesful Oban Mic Night in O’Donnell’s 
Irish Bar, Oban.

The session featured local musicians, 
who use  the stage to showcase their 
undoubted talents.

The weekly event was full to bursting 
with performances from Mel Wallace, 
Colin MacLean, Lewis Bigham and 
Guy Forteith. 

Between the solo acts the house band 
also took to the stage with songs from 
the Rolling Stones, Stevie Wonder and 
JJ Cale. 

The evening was rounded off with an 
impromptu reunion of local band Hea-
then who hadn’t performed together in 
over eight years.

Top: Lewis Bigham plays to a packed bar. 

Right: Regular Guy Fortieth performs 
some of his own material.

Lost in Audio found in Lorne

Edinburgh based band Lost in Audio played in the Lorne Bar on Saturday night. It was the first time the four piece 
had played in Oban although they did stop in the town briefly on their way to Tobermory a few weeks ago.

Colin MacLean plays a set of 
original songs.

Above and below:  Mel Wallace, who helps run the weekly event along with 
Colin Mackenzie and Lesley Aitchison, takes to the stage.
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• Jack the Giant Slayer 
(12A)
An ancient war is reignited when a 
young farmhand unwittingly opens 
a gateway between our world 
and a fearsome race of giants. 
Unleashed on the Earth for the 
first time in centuries, the giants 
strive to reclaim the land they once 
lost, forcing the young man, Jack 
(Nicholas Hoult), into the battle of 
his life to stop them. Fighting for a 
kingdom and its people, and the 
love of a brave princess, he comes 
face to face with the unstoppable 
warriors he thought only existed in 
legend… and gets the chance to 
become a legend himself.
• Stoker (18)
After India’s (Wasikowska’s) father 
dies in an auto accident, her Uncle 

Charlie (Goode) who she never 
knew existed comes to live with 
her and her emotionally unstable 
mother (Kidman). Soon after 
his arrival, she comes to suspect 
this mysterious, charming man 
has ulterior motives but instead 
of feeling outrage or horror, this 
friendless girl becomes increasingly 
infatuated with him.
• Frankenweenie (PG)
When young Victor’s pet dog 
Sparky (who stars in Victor’s 
home-made monster movies) is 
hit by a car, Victor decides to bring 
him back to life the only way he 
knows how. But when the bolt-
necked “monster” wreaks havoc 
and terror in the hearts of Victor’s 
neighbours, he has to convince 
them (and his parents) that despite 

his appearance, Sparky’s still the 
good loyal friend he’s always been. 
From director Tim Burton, creator 
of classics ‘The Nightmare before 
Christmas’ ‘The Corpse Bride’ and 
‘Edward Scissor Hands’ comes this 
truly electrify gem of a film.
• We are Northern 
Lights (12A)
How do you capture the essence of 
Scotland in just one film? You invite 
people from all across the country 
to submit their unique visions in 
a mass participation project and 
combine them into a poignant, 
thrilling, moving, and often very 
funny impressionistic self portrait 
of contemporary Scotland.
This screening will also feature a 
Q&A session with the director of the 
film Nick Higgins!
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Coming soon

IRON MAN 3

Cinema closed 
for essential 

works between 
22nd to 

25th April

Easdale Rocks
Presents a mix of live music 

and comedy with 
Signal Fires

The outrageously funny 
Ray Bradshaw

Seil Island Hall
Saturday, April 27, 8pm till late.

Admission £8  B.Y.O.B. 
Over 18s

All proceeds towards Seil Hall 
Recreation & Amenities Group

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A SPADE AMONG THE 

ROCKS - 
HISTORICAL LAND USE IN 
THE WEST HIGHLANDS:

John Wombell
Saturday 20 April

Port Appin Hall  2.30pm
ALL WELCOME!

 www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Saturday 20 April 
10 - 12

Coffee Morning
Glencruitten Church 

Centre, Oban
Alzheimers Scotland, 

Oban and Lorn Branch 

Baking donations 
gratefully received

OBAN & LORNE STRATHSPEY & REEL SOCIETY 

FIDDLER’S RALLY CONCERT
SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2013, 7.00pm 

CORRAN HALLS, OBAN
Guest Vocalists - ALASDAIR WHYTE: Mod Gold Medallist 

NICOLA PEARSON: Mod Silver Medallist
Conductor: Helen Jordan  Chairman: Ted Heath

Tickets: £8.00, Concessions £6.50 Family Tickets: £20
Seats can be reserved, available from Corran Halls Only.

Tel: 01631 567333

CONCERT
Saturday April 20th 2013 at 7.30pm

ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, OBAN
OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA

MOZART’S CORONATION MASS
and music by

Purcell, Handel, J.C. Bach, Attwood, Stanford and Walton
Seat with programme 

(obtainable at the door)
£7.00 (Concessions £5.50)

CRAFT FAIR
CRIANLARICH HOTEL
SATURDAY 20 APRIL

11.30am - 3.30pm
£5 per table

To book a table contact
M Anderson 01838300253

Craft Class

Kilmelford Village Hall 20th April
Coffee morning

10am-12.30pm (entry fee £2.50)
Delicious home baking   
Pilates Class

(Donation Fee) 1pm-2pm 
Work off the cake! 

FUND RAISING DAY 
All money to local charities

Comunn Gàidhealach an Òbain
Family Cèilidh

Friday 19th April, 2013 at 7.30p.m.
Church Centre, Oban

Margaret MacLellan & the Bradfords
Morag MacNeil, Morag Smith, Andreas Wolff

Also featuring children from local schools
Michael & Joanie Garvin

Adults £4 Children £2 Under 5 free

Discover the mystical Western Isles aboard Paddle Steamer Waverley!

turn the ship’s famous paddles!

Book Now for your Great Day Out!

Sailing from OBAN North Pier
Isle of Skye
Inverie

SATURDAY May 4 Leave 10am 

Loch Linnhe

*10pm return by coach 
from Fort William

SUNDAY May 5
Leave 8am 
Leave 6.30pm 

4 Lochs 
& A Whirlpool

SUNDAY May 5 Leave 1pm 

Iona
& Iona Abbey

MONDAY May 6 Leave 11.30am 

TUESDAY May 7 Leave 9am 
Fare

Mull of Kintyre 
Coach return from Campbeltown

or Book Online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk
To book Call 0845 130 4647 Book at Oban Information Centre

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

AS THE stock of Oban’s Wash-
ington Irving continues to rise, it 
appears there is no place like home 

summer programme at the Tiree 

-

Washington Irving tracks, the 
-

Washington are 
homeward bound

Washington Irving, from left: Chris McGarry (Oban), Rory MacDonald (Kemnay, Aberdeenshire), Joe Black (Dalmally), Martin Anfield (Oban), Kieran Heather (Oban). 

-

-

-

-

the Gaelic college, Sabhal Mòr 

it’s the perfect venue for a gig 

Bruce Molsky

-

The Hollow Mountain String Band played to a sell-out audience at the Victory Hall, Benderloch at the latest traditional music night in 
the village. The next act performing will be ex-Battlefield Band box player Alan Reid, with Rob van Sante, on April 27. 15_t16string01

mineralogist Professor Ian Parsons at 

-

-

on the melting ice sheet, freeing up 
-

of several rare minerals have been 

In another pertinent comparison to 

-

Join Ian Strachan for a Seashore 

The Oban Times Singing 
Kettle winners chosen 
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THURSDAY – April 18
Walk Islay, Islay.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
Talking to young people about sex and relationships, 
Mid Argyll Youth Project, Lochgilphead.
6pm, Exit Youth Group, Crianlarich Village Hall, Crianlarich.
7pm, Mull Film Club AGM, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
7.30pm, Heritage Society Talk, Lesser McLaren Hall, Killin.
7.30pm, Choir Occasional Balquhidder, 
Balquhidder Village Hall , Balquhidder.
8pm, Mull Film Club, Samsara, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.

FRIDAY – April 19
Walk Islay, Islay
7.30pm, Family Ceilidh, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
7.30pm, Mull Bird Club meeting, Craignure Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Ballroom Dancing, Lochearnhead Village Hall, 
Lochearnhead.
8.30pm, Finlay Wells and Sorren Maclean, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.

SATURDAY – April 20
9.30am, Picture This Workshops, Kilmartin Museum, Kilmartin.
10am, Mull Bird Club trip to eagle hide, meet at forest car park.
10am, Spring Retreat Day, Strontian Hotel, Strontian. 
10am – 12pm, Alzheimer Scotland, Oban and Lorn branch coffee 
morning, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
10am – 12.30pm, Coffee morning, Kilmelford Village Hall.
10.45am start, Birdwatching event, Appin Village Hall, Appin.
11.30am – 3.30pm, Craft Fair, Crianlarich Hotel.
12pm Oban Lorne RFC v Grangemouth, RBS National Bowl Final, 
Murrayfield, Edinburgh.
1pm – 2pm, Pilates class, Kilmelford Village Hall.
2.30pm, Appin Historical Society, Port Appin Hall.
7pm, Fun night, Pennyghael Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Concert, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
9.30pm, Disco with DJ Stevo, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SUNDAY – April 21
9.30am, Picture This Workshops, Kilmartin Museum, Kilmartin.
6.30pm, Community Cycle Track group meeting, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban.
9pm, Trail West, Skipinnish Ceilidh House, Oban
9.30pm, Quiz Night, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

MONDAY – April 22
6.30pm, Journey into the Past, Kilmartin Museum, Kilmartin.
6.30pm, Zumba with Magdalena, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
7.30pm, Zumba Toning with Magdalena, Glencruitten Church Centre, 
Oban.

TUESDAY – April 23
6pm, World Book Night celebration, Oban Library, Oban.
8.30pm, Anna Massie and Mairearad Green, An Tobar, Tobermory, 
Mull.

WEDNESDAY – April 24
6pm, Zumba with Magdalena, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
7pm, Bokwa Fitness, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.

THURSDAY – April 25
5pm, The Singing Kettle, Corran Halls, Oban.
7.30pm, Mull Through the Lens, Dervaig Church Hall, Mull.

FRIDAY – April 26
All day, Mull Music Festival, Tobermory, Mull.
10am – 12pm, Daffodil Coffee Morning, Lochdonhead Primary 
School, Mull.
11am – 4pm, Arts and crafts producers market, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
8pm, Fleeto/Wee Andy, Mull Theatre, Mull.
9.30pm, Live music with Sandra MacBeth, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SATURDAY – April 27
All day, Mull Music Festival, Tobermory, Mull.
7pm, Fiddlers’ Rally Concert, Corran Halls, Oban.
The Great Auks archaeology club Lismore visit, contact Kilmartin 
Museum.
8pm, Easdale Rocks live music and comedy, Seil Island Hall.
9.30pm, Dance music by Quigley’s Point Irish country duo, 
Bruichladdich Hall, Islay.
9.30pm, Live music with Crooked Reel, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SUNDAY – April 28
All day, Mull Music Festival, Tobermory, Mull.
2.30pm – 4pm, Producers Market, Dervaig Hall, Mull.
9.30pm, Quiz Night, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

A NEW book is set to cast new 
light on one of the most historic 
cottages in the heart of Glen 
Lochay above Killin.

Gordon Waddell, a renowned 
medical writer, bought and 
renovated Dalgirdy Cottage in 
the heart of the glen in 1982, but 
had not fully appreciated how 
steeped in history it was until he 
retired.

Originally setting out to 
write Highland Roots for his 
grandchildren on the history of 
his home away from home, it 
quickly turned into a three-year 
labour of love to delve into the 
lives of those that lived at the 
cottage from the present day all 
the way back to the Iron Age.

Gordon, who is originally from 
Glasgow and still lives in the city, 
said: ‘I retired about three years 
ago and I’ve been spending more 
time at the cottage since. The old 

still there and the old Iron Age 
steading.’

So enthusiastic was Gordon 
about the details he uncovered he 
was forced to cut nearly 40,000 

he has written up nearly a tenth 
of what he has learned.

OBAN’S Phoenix Cinema 
will welcome the driving force 

members of the public across 
Scotland, We Are Northern 
Lights, at the weekend.

Nick Higgins, who co-
ordinated the efforts of people 
living all over Scotland to create 

community picture house on 

Harry Potter, Cinderella, Wally and The Gruffalo were some of the characters who turned up at St Bride’s Primary School and Nursery 
as part of their World Book Day celebrations recently. The children raised £20.70 for Book Aid and spent the morning reading and 

sharing their favourite books. 

AMATEUR photographers Linda Anderson-Kerr 
and Lucy Thornhill are celebrating this week after 
triumphing in our Tesco-sponsored Photo of the 
Year competition.

Linda Anderson-Kerr, 54, of Shuna Terrace, 
Oban, enjoyed the double honour of claiming most 
votes in the competition and the judges’ favour with 
her stunning photograph of Puck’s Glen, Benmore 
– claiming £300 of vouchers in the process.

Lucy Thornhill claimed the people’s prize, a 
Fuji S4240 camera from Tesco, after gathering 
the second most votes with her capture of a deep 
orange sunset over Oban Bay, taken from Pulpit 
Hill.

Linda has been taking photographs since she was 
four and is delighted to have won the top prize, 
having shot the image on her Canon EOS 550D.

Describing her inspiration, she said: ‘I was 
walking through the glen and it was appealing all 

almost see the fairies or Bilbo Baggins.’
Lucy, 32,  took her winning shot on a Olympus 

bridge camera. She said: ‘It’s fantastic to have won.  
People think I tinkered with the image’s colours, 
but that’s exactly how the light was.

‘I can’t wait to try the new camera out.’
Wyvex Media news editor Steven Flanagan 

winners - the public vote was also very close.
‘Both winning photographs are examples of good 

technique and timing - importantly they’ve also 
captured the unrivalled beauty of the Highlands 
and Islands.’

Tesco duty manager Gary Killorn said: ‘There 
was a lot of spectacular photos sent in for the 
competition, I think the good weather helped, but 
Linda and Lucy’s pictures were excellent and they 
deserve their prizes.’

A CELEBRATION of books will be taking 
place in Oban Library next Tuesday evening 
with talks, readings, activities and a buffet.

The library will be the venue for a World 
Book Night event on April 23, and volunteers 
will share their love of reading by giving 
away 20 copies of their favourite book.

This year Argyll and Bute Council’s adult 
literacy and numeracy (ALN) service in 
Oban has been chosen as the ‘givers’, and is 
hosting a free, open-to-all, event where they 

will hand out copies of Treasure Island by R 
L Stevenson.

Readers who are chosen will also receive 
copies of Skint! and My Favourite Place 
which are published by the Scottish Book 
Trust, and a copy of Argyll and Bute ALN 
Service’s ‘Our Journey 6’.

George Freeman, lead councillor for 
community and culture, said: ‘This event is 
a great way to share the pleasure that books 
can bring, and to encourage writing and 

storytelling.’ Starting at 6pm and closing 
with the book-giving at 8pm, highlights of 
the evening will include local author Marian 
Pallister who will talk about ‘The Danger of 
the Single Story’ and a slide show on ‘Old 
Oban’ by Bob McCullough and Charlie 
Drummond.

For further information about the event, 
contact Brian Marden, adult literacy and 
numeracy development worker on 01631 
567952.

A YOUNG woman is living 
out the dream of thousands of 
children in Scotland as the new 
star of The Singing Kettle – and 
she will be visiting Oban soon.

Anya Scott-Rodgers, from 
Lanark, may have only recently 
joined the company but she is no 
stranger to The Singing Kettle.

At the tender age of six, Anya 
received ‘rave reviews’ for her 
performance as the Wee Kirk-
cudbright Centipede at Lanark 
Memorial Hall when Artie 
selected her from the audience 
during the 1993 World Tour 
Show to take part on stage.

Anya was recently unveiled 
as the new cast member of The 
Singing Kettle and joins exist-
ing members Gary Coupland 
and Kevin Macleod in the new 
look line up. She comes into the 
group after creators Cilla Fisher 
and Artie Trezise decided to call 
time on their on-stage involve-
ment in the company. 

Anya said: ‘When I saw the 
advert for the new cast member, 
I knew I had to go for it. I’ve 
never forgotten my time growing 
up, watching the videos, going 
to the shows with my mum, then 
heading home to recreate my 
own Singing Kettle show with 
my three brothers the audience. 

‘I was a bit of a tomboy grow-
ing up, but when it came to 
my kettle shows I was always 
Cilla and would even manage a 
sparkly dress.’

Artie added: ‘We are delighted 
to welcome Anya to the Singing 
Kettle. She beat more than 300 
people to the part after an ardu-
ous audition process and is set to 
be a real star in the show.’

Anya will visit Oban’s Corran 
Halls on April 25 along with the 
rest of the cast to feature in the 
new show Rumble in the Jungle. 
Children should dress up as their 
favourite wild animal.

ORANSAY’S 14th century 
priory will be a focus of this 
year’s Colonsay Festival of 
Spring, from April 29 – May 19.

For the third year running 
the Isle of Colonsay will show 
off its natural beauty during 
the festival, with events and 
activities including guided bird 
and nature walks, photography 
tuition, bread and cake baking 
workshops, knitting sessions, 
stained glass panel making and 
art classes.

In the evenings there will be 
a variety of talks, quizzes and 
music. 

This year, Andrew McMorrine, 
artist and long time friend and 
relation of Colonsay,  will focus 
his attention on the 14th century 
priory on the neighbouring 
island of Oransay.

Oransay is linked to the 

At 70, Highland Roots marks 

publishing, with the book now 
available on Amazon and on 
Kindle.

a book of this nature – though 
living in his inspiration made 
it easier. He said: ‘You can sit 
in this house and almost sense 
2,000 year old ghosts looking 
over your shoulder, so when 
writing, I think I just let myself 
run free.’

Gordon Waddell: new book 
about life in Glen Lochay.

The 14th century priory on the neighbouring Isle of Oransay will 
make up an integral part of the Colonsay Festival of Spring. 

southern end of Colonsay by 
‘The Strand’, a large stretch of 
sand which can be crossed on 
foot at low tide.

Founded by the Augustinians 
in the early 14th century, the 
priory became an important 
religious centre for the islands 
and Argyll over the next 200 
hundred years.

The ruin is remarkably 
complete with church, cloister, 
chapter house and refectory. 
There is an exquisite medieval 

carved on Oransay itself.
Andrew’s programme includes 

an illustrated talk about the 
priory and carvings, a guided 
walk to the priory, and two stone 
carvings workshops.

For more information on 
Colonsay Festival of Spring visit 
colonsayevents.co.uk.

Tesco’s Gary Killorn presents Linda Anderson-Kerr, left, and Lucy Thornhill with their prizes after 
winning our Photo of the Year competition. 16_t15photowinner1

OBAN’S Sea Cadets sailed through a 
module to help a charity in their community 
by volunteering at Oban Phoenix Cinema.

The 10 cadets helped with ushering, 

cleaning and taking tickets last Saturday. 

is a new training programme for sea cadets 
that includes a ‘community’ module and we 

had a chat about where the cadets would like 
to volunteer. They now have an appreciation 
of what’s involved in running a cinema and 
they really enjoyed the experience.’

Some of the cadets who helped at Oban Phoenix Cinema. 15_t16cadets01

Anya heading to The Singing 
Kettle aged six. 16_t16anya01

Anya Scott-Rodgers is The 
Singing Kettle’s newest cast 

member. 16_t16anya02

Oban Library hosts a celebration of books

Youngsters bring favourite characters to life

Anya hits all the 
right notes to land 
dream Singing 
Kettle role

Readers celebrate success in   
Photo of the Year competition 

Colonsay Festival turns 
spotlight on Oransay’s 
14th century priory

New light shed on 
Killin cottage

Sunday at 4pm having watched 

at Glasgow Film Festival and 
receive resounding praise after 
two special previews in New 
York during Scotland Week. 

Nick will be answer questions 

features Oban, as well as other 
local locations Campbeltown, 
Portree on Skye and Loch-
maddy, North Uist.

Cinema welcomes documentary maker

Cadets sail 
through charity 
challenge

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at THE SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/01186/FUL Land 44m East of Old Blar
House, Banavie
Fort William

Proposed community
biomass heating building
[containing fuel store]

13/01224/FUL Land 50m East of Curlew
Cottage, Inchlaggan
Invergarry

Proposed 32kW hydro
scheme

13/01234/FUL Land to South West of
Feorag House
Glenborrodale, Acharacle

Erection of garage

13/01289/FUL 4 North Corran
Ardgour, Fort William

Proposed alterations and
extension

13/01295/FUL Liddesdale Hydro Scheme
Laudale Estate, Ardgour

Installation of hydro-
electric scheme (amended
scheme to 12/01956/FUL)

13/01301/FUL The Old Kinlochteacuis
Schoolhouse, Morvern
Oban

Porch extension

RESIDENTS on Harris are 
celebrating after the lifeboat in 
the port of Leverburgh was made 
permanent following a year long 
trial.

The decision was taken by the 
RNLI after The Royal Thames 
attended 16 incidents in less than 
a year, well above the estimated 

The trial, which started last 
May, was ordered after locals 

raised concerns about an increase 

of time required for a lifeboat to 
arrive from Barra or Stornoway.

Local politicians Angus MacNeil 
MP and Alasdair Allan MSP both 
welcomed the decision.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘This is great 
news and proves that such a service 
was required in South Harris. 
Many people have campaigned 
for years to have a lifeboat station 

and their dedication has now been 
rewarded. The dedication shown 
by the crew who are all volunteers 

community of South Harris have 
been very active in fundraising for 
the new lifeboat.’

Mr Allan added: ‘I commend 
everyone who has been involved 
in getting to this stage. South 
Harris Community Council have 
been lobbying for years to have 

a lifeboat based in South Harris, 
their diligence in the matter has 
now paid off.

‘The community support has 
been evident from day 1 and this 

volunteers who have put the time 
and effort into making sure that 
Leverburgh now has a permanent 
lifeboat station.’

Reaction to the news was also 
swift on the lifeboat’s Facebook 

page. Local man Donald Hodgson 
said: ‘Well done, folks. With 
your excellent track record in 
such a small space of time, 
permanent status it just had to be! 
Congratulations.’

John MacDonald of Portree said: 
‘Great news. The Leverburgh boat 
will provide coverage of seas that 
are fairly far from other lifeboat 
stations. Well done to the crew and 
supporters.’

Harris residents celebrate Leverburgh lifeboat 
being given permanent status following trialPLANNING

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00330/PP Demolition of 2 dwellinghouses and 
erection of 2 replacement dwellinghouses

Oude And Clotteraig Eleraig 
Kilninver Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4UX 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

13/00452/PP Renovation and extension of derelict 
buildings to form a dwellinghouse and 
detached owners studio

Land North West of Bachuil Isle of 
Lismore Oban Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

13/00615/PP Removal of condition 3 relative to planning 
permission reference 04/00021/DET 
(Erection of dwelling house and studio) - in 
relation to windows on southwest elevation

Waterside Lodge Port Appin Appin 
Argyll and Bute PA38 4DE 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/00621/MFF Formation of shellfish (Oyster) farm 
comprising of 6 trestles (retrospective)

Oyster Farm Adjacent to 
Tighnamara Croggan Isle of Mull 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

13/00631/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
07/02204/DET (Erection of a dwellinghouse)

Plot 4 Glenforsa Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

13/00632/PP Erection of croft house, formation of new 
access and installation of septic tank.

Land East Of Gate Cottage Airds 
Bay Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1JR 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/00649/PP Installation of domestic 8.5kw air source 
heat pump.

14 Achaleven Cottages Connel 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1PE

Sub Post Office 
Connel

13/00663/PP Erection of sunroom extension 
(retrospective)

An Lanntair Isle of Coll Argyll and 
Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

13/00679/PP Erection of detached garage Erray House Erray Road Tobermory 
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6PS 

Tobermory Area 
Office

13/00682/PP Installation of septic tank (amended 
location from previous permission 
10/01734/PP)

6 Barrapoll Isle of Tiree Argyll and 
Bute PA77 6XJ 

Tiree Area Office

13/00701/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of new access.

Land West of Cnocoran Isle of Iona 
Argyll and Bute PA76 6SP 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

13/00728/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 3 Land South East of 
MacAulay Cottage Kervine 
Kilchrenan Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/00729/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 4 Land South West of 
Macaulay’s Cottage Kilchrenan 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/00736/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of 
vehicular access and installation of septic 
tank

Site South East of Glencruitten 
House Oban Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

13/00738/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of new access.

Land North East of Tigh Na Mara 
Ardentallen Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4SF 

Oban Area Office

13/00752/PP Change of use of land for the siting of a 
mobile snack van

Land North Of Units 1-4 
Lochavullin Road Oban Argyll 
and Bute 

Oban Area Office

13/00776/PP Erection of croft house, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Land South West of Lub Riach 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll 
And Bute

Tobermory Area 
Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00549/LIB Erection of fascia sign and painting of 
window frames/stonework

18-19 Argyll Square Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4AT

Oban Area Office

13/00700/LIB Repairs and re-roofing of byre from scottish 
slate to burlington roof slate, installation of 
replacement conservation style roof lights 
and replacement guttering and downpipes.

Breachacha Farmhouse Isle of Coll 
Argyll and Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00533/MFF Formation of fish farm (Atlantic Salmon) 
incorporating twelve 120m diameter 
circular cages and siting of feed barge.

Rubha Garbh North East of 
Scalasaig Isle of Colonsay Argyll 
And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

13/00619/PP Erection of single storey building for use as 
cafe and restaurant (class 3), installation of 
sewage treatment plant, formation of new 
access and car parking area.

Land to the rear of Creag Mhor 
Upper Kilchattan Isle of Colonsay 
Argyll and Bute PA61 7YR 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

13/00670/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and formation of 
vehicular access

Land Adjacent to Na Cearn 
Bowmore Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute PA43 7JF

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

13/00703/PP Sub-division of garden ground for the 
erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of new access.

Na Cearn Bowmore Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA43 7JF 

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00721/PP Erection of replacement single storey rear 
extension (retrospective).

Campbell House Main Street 
Port Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

13/00722/LIB Erection of replacement single storey rear 
extension (retrospective).

Campbell House Main Street 
Port Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2011
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 18
Planning Application Reference Number: 13/00533/MFF
Proposed development at Rubha Garbh, North East of Scalasaig, Isle of Colonsay, Argyll and Bute 
Notice is hereby given that an environmental statement has been submitted to Argyll and Bute Council by Marine 
Harvest (Scotland) Limited relating to the planning application in respect of Formation of fish farm (Atlantic Salmon) 
incorporating twelve 120m diameter circular cages and siting of feed barge., notified to Argyll and Bute Council.
A copy of the environmental statement and the associated planning applications may be inspected during office hours in 
the register of planning applications kept by the Planning Authority, at Whitegates Office, Whitegates Road, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8SY; and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and going through the ‘Online planning 
and Building Standards Application Information’ system during the period of 28 days beginning with the date of this notice. 
Copies of the environmental statement may be purchased from Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited at a cost of £10.00 
digital copy and £100.00 paper copy and requests should be sent to Mr David Biggin, Marine Harvest Scotland Limited, 
Farms Office, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.
Any person who wishes to make representations to Argyll and Bute Council about the environmental statement should 
make them in writing within the period to Mr R. Kerr, Principal Planning Officer, Whitegates Office, Whitegates Road, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8SY
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982
TAXI FARE REVIEW
Notice is hereby given that there will be no amendments to fares for taxis operating within the jurisdiction of Argyll 
and Bute Council following the recent taxi fare review in accordance with Section 17 and 18 of the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982. This will become effective from 30th April 2013. The fares will remain as follows:-

Argyll and Bute Council
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982

Taxi fares with Effect from 30 April 2013

Tariff 1 Hirings from ranks or “flag”
Hiring between 7am and 10pm 
Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof) 
Subsequent charge (each 200 yards or part thereof)

£2.70
20 pence 

Tariff 2 Hirings from ranks or “flag”
Hiring between 10pm and 7am
Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent charge (each 170 yards or part thereof)
Tariff 2 also applies to hirings from ranks or “flag” between 6pm and 10pm December 
24th, 6pm and 10pm December 31st and between 7am 2nd January and 7am 3rd January

£3.20
20 pence 

Tariff 3 Hiring from ranks or “flag” between 10pm 24th December and 7am 27th December and 
10pm 31st December and 7am 2nd January
Initial Charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent Charge (each 120 yards or part thereof)

£3.70
20 pence 

Soiling Charge - £100 maximum (with permission to display warning signs indicating that there may be an additional 
charge for any potential loss of earnings suffered as a consequence)
Waiting Time – 30 pence per minute commencement of journey, charged on a pro rate basis per second

Taxi called by mean of telephone – 30 pence additional charge

Large Mini-bus type vehicle (carrying 5 or more passengers together at their own request)-

a) Where Tariff 1 would apply – charge Tariff 2
b) Where Tariff 2 would apply – charge Tariff 3
c) Where Tariff 3 would apply – surcharge £1.00

Fee by negotiation – for all journeys commencing within but finishing outwith Argyll and Bute, in a place of the above charges, 
such fares may be charged as prior to the acceptance of the hire, were proposed to the hirer and accepted by him/her

Ferry Fares – The hirer shall be liable for the cost of a return ferry fare for any journey involving a ferry
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

A BABY squirrel had a lucky escape after 
falling out a tree in an Oban garden and landing 
next to the householder’s cat.

The eight-week-old infant was rescued just 
in time by the cat’s owner, who noticed her pet 
preparing to pounce.

The tiny rodent, named ‘Squizzle’, is now in 
the care of the Scottish SPCA along with ‘Nell’, 
an eight week-old orphaned otter cub found by a 
dog walker near Kilmelford. 

Both animals are recovering well at the 

National Wildlife Rescue Centre in Fishcross, 
Clackmannanshire

Claire Shorthose, auxiliary inspector, told The 
Oban Times: ‘Squizzle and Nell are both too 
young to be away from their mums so it’s lucky 
they were found.

‘Squizzle is at the age where he’s just starting 
to explore so it’s likely he’s gone for a wander 
and fallen out of his tree. He would have been 
too little to get back up so it’s no surprise the cat 
found him on the ground.

‘The person who discovered Nell had heard 
her crying the day before but quite rightly left 
her alone to give mum a chance to return for 
her. When she was still there on the Friday, they 
contacted us for help. Thankfully both animals 
were remarkably bright and unharmed.’

Squizzle will only be at the centre for 12 weeks 
and is currently being syringe-fed by staff.

Nell will remain in the care of the SSPCA for 
one year – the length of time otters usually stay 
with their parents.

opened its newest college centre in Gairloch 
on Monday – and it was two learners at 
either end of the age spectrum who cut the 
ribbon.

Local senior citizen Isabel Mackenzie and 

the honours, then cut the celebration cake.
And Gairloch High School pupil Megan 

Copland sang a Gaelic song to bring the 
simple ceremony to a close.

College centre manager Susan MacLean 
said: ‘Isabel was one of our keenest learners 
– from an original series of computer classes 
we held in the village hall before we even 
had a centre.

‘Lara is the youngest pupil at Gairloch 

of our learners of the future.’ Also in 
attendance were Lydia Rohmer, principal 
and chief executive of West Highland 
College UHI, college chair Michael Foxley 
and vice chair Gordon Bushnell, and local 
councillor Richard Greene.

Dr Foxley said: ‘This is the tenth centre 
that the college has opened to date as a result 
of investment by the college, the Scottish 
Funding Council and our local partners. 

‘As a college, we want to provide 
opportunities to ensure that everyone is able 
to access all levels of learning to underpin the 
development of vibrant rural communities 
such as Gairloch.’

The centre has already opened its doors to 
almost 150 learners on a variety of courses 
from sausage making to astronomy.

ARCHERS from three Lochaber clubs - 
Garrison Bowmen (GB), Loch Sunart Bow-
men (LSB), South Lochaber Bowmen (SLB) 
- hit the bullseye at West Lothian Archers’ 

John Morrison (GB) won Bow Hunter gold, 
Andrea Koster and Dubh Irbhinn (SLB) Bare 
Bow gold, David Tod (SLB) Class gold and 
SLB junior Andrew Gibson Bare Bow gold.

SLB cubs Caitlin McGillivray, Tom 
Irbhinn and Connor McLean won gold, 
Bethany Duffy and Ellis Nicholson silver, 

and Morgan Nicolson and Megan Diack 
bronze.

SLB’s Duhb Irbhinn told The Oban Times:

behaviour was exceptional. 
Thanks

‘Big thanks go to Liz McGillivray, our 
junior head coach and Andrew Menzies of 
WLA who helped guide our cubs round the 
course and David Hynd for safely driving 
the bus.’

A TEENAGE girl has raised more than £800 
for Cancer Research after having her head 
shaved.

Appin’s Eilish Thomson was inspired by 
popstar Jessie J, who shaved her head for 
Comic Relief last month.

But the 15-year-old has also seen friends 
and family diagnosed with cancer and had 
wanted to support Cancer Research for some 
time.

Mother Fiona praised her ‘brave’ daughter, 
who lost her brother, Calum in a car crash 
two years ago.

Fiona said: ‘She really is a star. She adored 
Calum and she has been so brave since he 
died.’

The Thomson family thanked Boutique 
Salon hairdresser Karlos Nash, who had 
the unenviable task of shaving off Eilish’s 
locks.

Minister takes 
up plight of 
struggling Kintyre 
fishermen
struggling to survive in Kintyre 
has been taken up by Scotland’s 

Nicola Sturgeon met the men 
during a visit to Campbeltown 
on Monday. She listened to 
concerns from representatives of 
30 boats, with a total of 150 crew, 
from Campbeltown, Carradale 
and Tarbert. 

They told her how proposed 

ruin them. They face being 
limited to an average of 100 this 
year, but insist they need 180. 
Anything less would see boats 
‘tied to the quay’.

The limits are being imposed 
as part of the Cod Recovery Plan, 

maintain they should be exempt 
from since they catch almost 
entirely prawns.

Tommy Finn, chairman 
of Campbeltown Fisheries 
Association, said: ‘I think we got 
our message across, about how 
desperate our situation is.

‘We told her we felt let down 
by Marine Scotland which was 
warned last year about our 
situation and did nothing. We 
told her we need action in days 
or weeks rather than months.

‘We also made it clear that 
we felt that all political parties, 
including the SNP, failed to 

industry could play in the 
regeneration of the west coast.’

Mr Finn also handed Ms 
Sturgeon a copy of his boat’s 
£8,500 diesel bill for the previous 
week and accounts of recent years 

of the ‘continuing reduction in 

In return she promised to 
take up the issue with Richard 
Lochhead, the cabinet secretary 
for rural affairs, the very next 
day.

Eilish Thomson poses with hairdresser Karlos Nash after she had her head shaved for 
charity. 

In safe hands: Squizzle the baby squirrel is thriving under the care of the Scottish SPCA. 

Isabel Mackenzie and Lara MacLennan, centre, opened West Highland College UHI’s new 
Gairloch centre on Monday.

Lucky escape for tree fall baby squirrel

Doors open on new college centre

Lochaber archers hit the bullseye

Teenager’s close shave raises 
£800 for Cancer Research
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RECRUITMENT

Couple required for Lochshiel Estate
Due to retirement an excellent opportunity for a full time es-
tate worker and part-time housekeeper has arisen on a coastal 
estate 40 miles west of Fort William, close to Acharacle.
The estate worker’s duties will include maintenance of 
the estate buildings, including the main house and holiday 
cottages, as well as responsibility for the upkeep of the 
estate gardens and policies. The ideal candidate should have 
carpentry/joinery skills. Machinery maintenance, experience 
with chainsaw and boats would be an advantage.
The part-time housekeeper will be responsible for managing 
and assisting with the changeovers of the holiday cottages.
A competitive salary is offered including the availability of a 
good sized two bedroom house.
Applicants must be well organised, highly motivated, and 
used to working independently but prepared to work with 
others.
Please apply in writing, including current CV by 30 April 
to: Graeme Ferguson, Bidwells, Carn Dearg House, North 
Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

TELESALES/ ADMIN ASSISTANT
Full Time hours, Mon-Sat

Good rates of pay and full training 
for the right candidate

For more information contact 
J M Breckenridge on 01631 563711

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE
Tithebarn Ltd has been manufacturing animal feed supplements at its 
Cheshire factory since 1935. Due to  recent boundary changes we are 
looking to appoint a sales representative in the well established territory 
of North Argyll.  Our products are sold direct to farmers, so therefore 
knowledge of ruminant livestock is absolutely essential.  This might 
have been gained on farm or in a related occupation but you must be 
able to speak to farmers on their level.
Previous selling experience, whilst useful, is not essential as full training 
and support will be provided.  
We offer a competitive salary, commission, car, pension, BUPA and full 
business expenses.

Interested?
If you feel you have got what it takes to succeed in agricultural sales, 
please apply in writing to : Mrs. Julie Thomas,  Tithebarn Ltd, Road Five,  
Industrial Estate,  Winsford, Cheshire, CW7 3PG, or for an informal chat 
contact John Dalziel on 07977 987270.
Closing date for applications: 3rd May.

TEMPORARY DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED
TO DELIVER THE BT PHONE BOOK IN DUMBARTON, 

JAMESTOWN, HELENSBURGH, DUNOON, OBAN, 
ISLAY,  MULL, LOCHGIPHEAD, CAIRNDOW, 

CAMBELTOWN AND SURROUNDING AREAS.
GOOD RATES OF PAY AND FLEXIBLE WORKING HOURS
YOU WILL NEED A CAR TO TRANSPORT YOUR DIRECTORIES

CALL 0844 742 1333
www.thomsondirectories.com/distribution

Text BTLOMONDN to 07786 208008

No experience 
required as full 
training will be given.
In return you can earn 20k 

You must have your own car.
Contact Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 or 07776402550

Gordon & Strathearn Ltd
HOME IMROVEMENT

Looking for a New Career?
We are currently looking for 

2 sales agents
to work in the Oban, 

Lochgilphead
and Fort 
William 

areas

THE MAKERS of Tobermory 
and Bunnahabhain single malts 
have been bought over by a 
leading South African drinks 
producer.

Burn Stewart Distillers 
Limited has been taken over 
by the Distell Group in a deal 
worth over £160 million. They 
were under the ownership of 
CL World Brands Limited and 
Angostura Limited.

Burn Stewart is based in East 
Kilbride, near Glasgow, and em-
ploys 270 staff including those 
based in its distilleries on Islay 
and the Isle of Mull.

Jan Scannell, managing 

A YOUNG Oban solicitor has enjoyed a 
whirlwind few weeks after speaking in the 

Scottish Law Society AGM.
Roseanne Ogden, right, has also just 

returned from the European Young Bar 
Association conference in Riga, Latvia – all 
while preparing to sail from England to Italy 
to complete her Oceanmaster sailing course.

On top of it all, she’s convinced the European 
Young Bar Association to hold its conference 

in Scotland next year. It’s been a frantic, 
yet exciting few weeks for Roseanne, who 

MacPhee and Partners as one of the country’s 
few solicitors specialising in renewables.

Now the Oban girl is returning to Edinburgh, 
where she earned her second degree in 2005, 
to start a new job with an international law 

and commercial property.

sailing from England to Italy - around 2,000 
miles - to complete my sailing course. I am 
setting sail this week so I am franticly trying 
to organise this.’

Nervous
Her frantic few week started with her debate, 

viewable online, and Roseanne admits it was a 
nervous time for her.

to be televised. I was there in my capacity on 
the committee of the Scottish Young Lawyers 

Association. The debate went really well but 
it was completely nerve wracking because 
there was over 100 people there.  I answered 
questions on funding for the diploma in legal 
practice. 

‘There was also a question on how to get 
more people from different backgrounds into 
the legal profession as many come from fairly 
well off families.’

She added: ‘The European Young 
Bar Association conference focused on 

justice. Delegates from all over Europe and 
America were there.’

While in Riga, she met the mayor, a Mr 
Usakovs, who is renowned for entering 
international cat competitions, before helping 
bring the event to her homeland.

She added: ‘I pitched for the next European 
Young Bar Association Conference so this 
will now be held in Scotland next year - I think 
tales of Scottish whisky may have persuaded 
everyone.’

CHARITIES are calling for 
seven more National Parks to be 
established in Scotland, includ-
ing several on the west coast.

The Scottish Campaign for 
National Parks (SCNP) and the 
Association for the Protection of 
Rural Scotland (APRS) launched 
their report 
yesterday, which demands the 

commitment to explore the crea-
tion of new National Parks. 

The charities claim the two 
existing National Parks in Scot-
land, the Cairngorms National 
Park and the Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park, 
have proved their value and it is 
now time for more.

Jimmie Macgregor, president 
of APRS, said: ‘Scotland’s 
landscapes rank amongst the 
best in the world – we have wild 
mountains, pristine rivers and 
lochs, ancient forests, stunning 
coastline and islands, all rich 
in wildlife and history. Yet out 
of 3,500 National Parks in the 
world, Scotland has only two. 
Surely it’s time for more.’

Designated
Areas the charities would like 

to see designated as a National 
Park include Glen Affric, Ben 
Nevis, Harris and a coastal and 
marine national park around the 
Isle of Mull. 

It is now over ten years since 

established in Scotland and the 
charities argue the parks bring 
a ‘wide range of environmental, 

and believe there is substantial 
local support for more. 

Bill McDermott, chairman of 
SCNP, added: ‘Scots-born natu-
ralist, explorer and writer John 
Muir inspired the creation of the 

19th-century USA and is known 
as the father of National Parks.  

to his memory if the Scottish 
Government committed to more 
National Parks in 2014, the Year 
of Homecoming and the cente-
nary of Muir’s death.’

WAR VETERANS in the west 
of Scotland who are blind or 
visually impaired now have 
more opportunity to socialise 
with each other and receive 
support, thanks to a dedicated 
charity.

Scottish War Blinded, the 
sister charity of Royal Blind, has 
launched an outreach service 
to support blind and visually 
impaired veterans across Argyll 
and Bute and the Highlands and 
Islands.  The service will see 
Gillian Brown take on the role of 
outreach worker for these areas 
and she is encouraging veterans 
to get in touch. She said: ‘We’d 
like to encourage anyone who 

Business

director of Distell, said: ‘Our 
acquisition of Burn Stewart is a 

Distell from a strategic perspec-
tive but also given the rich and 
proud history and heritage of the 
brands involved. 

‘This gives us an outstanding 
foundation from which to build, 
while cherishing their individual 
traditions.

‘Bunnahabhain, the Burn 

single malt, is made on Islay, 
considered one of the most 
prestigious whisky locations by 
connoisseurs. 

‘There are only eight distiller-

ies on the island, so we are 
extremely fortunate to acquire 
this very highly-ranked brand. 

‘Tobermory is the only distill-
ery on the Isle of Mull, one of 
the most popular tourist spots 
in Scotland, while the home of 
Scottish Leader is the Deanston 
Distillery situated in the Scot-
tish Highlands in Doune near 
Stirling, close to both Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, and another im-
portant destination for whisky 
enthusiasts.’

Fraser Thornton, Burn Stewart 
managing director, added: ‘The 
close working relationship with 
Distell over the fourteen years 

has amply demonstrated the 
South African group’s capac-
ity, experience and expertise 
to strengthen and grow the 
company.’

The takeover follows a joint 
venture in 2007 when the two 
companies co-owned and 
marketed three whiskies, Bun-
nahabhain, Black Bottle and 
Scottish Leader, in sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Burn Stewart also has a sales 
department in Taiwan and holds 
a majority stake in a spirits 
distribution arm in the USA. 
Its brands are sold in over 60 
countries and have been mak-

ing inroads into developing 
markets.

Distell, a long-established 
company dating back to 1925, is 
no stranger to taking over other 
brands. In 2009 the company 
acquired well-known heritage 
cognac brand Bisquit from 
Pernod Ricard.

The latest deal will allow them 
invaluable access to the Scotch 
whisky market at a time when 
consumption of the drink has 
risen across the world, particu-
larly the UK and US, as well as 
Latin America, Eastern Europe, 
many parts of Asia and in key 
African markets.

lives in Argyll and Bute and 
the Highlands and Islands who 
is visually impaired and has 
served in the armed forces for 
a minimum of one day to join 
our free service. If you work 
with someone or have a family 

this service please get in touch.’
Gillian will ensure veterans 

have access to all of the support 
services they are entitled to. The 
charity supports veterans who 
lost their sight while in service 
and those who have been af-
fected since. 

Members are also entitled to 
free access to the newly built 
Scottish War Blinded day centre 

in Linburn, on the outskirts of 
Edinburgh, which provides on-
site activities such as woodwork, 
archery and a gym. They can 
also socialise with their peers 
and some have participated in 
off-site activities such as four by 
four driving and abseiling. 

-
cupational therapist, added: ‘I 
enjoy working with the veteran 
community and being part of a 
developing service.’

Members of the service are 
visited annually at home and 
are telephoned every six months 
as a minimum, although there 

often. Reunions are held every 

two years and it is planned to 
establish lunch clubs. Rosie 
McLaughlin, national outreach 
manager at Scottish War Blinded 
said: ‘Our outreach team is there 
to support people with a visual 
impairment in the community, 
helping them with issues such 

and employment. 
‘Above all, we are there to 

listen about their experiences 
in the armed forces and to offer 

-
cial support.’

To contact the Outreach 
Worker for Argyll and Bute and 
the Highlands and Islands please 
telephone Gillian Brown on 0141 
332 4632.

Gillian Brown. 

Young Oban solicitor makes history in debate

South African group takes over 
makers of island single malts

Forces outreach service launched

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute Community
Health Partnership

Oban, Lorn & Isles Locality
Lorn & Islands Hospital

Bank Registered Nurse – Band 5
£21,176 - £27,625 (pro rata)  Ref: 13Bk/054
Hours as and when required
We are looking to recruit Registered Nurses to join the Nurse Bank within 
Oban, Lorn and Isles Locality working on an as and when required basis.
Candidates must have registration with the NMC and be up to date with 
current practice.
Candidates are required to be good team players and fl exible in their 
approach to work.
Applications from Registered General Nurses and Registered Mental Health 
Nurses are sought.
Informal Enquires to: Donald Watt, Clinical Services Manager,
Tel: 01631 789004 or Email: donald.watt@nhs.net

Bank Healthcare Assistant – Band 2
£14,508 - £17,253 (pro rata) Ref: 13Bk/055
Hours as and when required
An opportunity has arisen for Bank Health Care Assistants to work at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban. We are looking for a self-motivated person with 
good communication and organisational skills to work as part of a team in 
a busy ward enviroment.
You will have previous experience delivering basic nursing care, be able to 
work under pressure and willing to undertake training to develop your skills 
within the role.
Informal enquiries to: Donald Watt, Clinical Services Manager, 
Tel: 01631 789004, Ext: 29004 or Email: donald.watt @nhs.net
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland,
Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8LB.
Tel 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or
e-mail - recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Please quote the relevant job reference number.
Closing date for both posts for receipt of applications: 3 May 2013.

Call for 
more
national
parks

Marine Farming Career Opportunities

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of premium quality 
Scottish salmon. Our business is extensive; based in Argyll, across 
the West coast and throughout the Northern Isles. We are trusted to 
supply Britain’s most demanding retailers and need exceptional staff 
to build our business. 
We are able to offer an enthusiastic, self-motivated individual 
the following opportunity:

Marine Engineer
You will be a time served mechanic with at least 5 years experience, 
be multi-skilled, conscientious, innovative and hard working. 
The role will involve the service, repair and maintenance of diesel 
engines, hydraulic systems, feeding and net cleaning equipment etc. 
Small craft experience and the ability to undertake minor fabrication 
and basic electrical work would be an asset. A strong safety focus 
is essential. This position is salaried with free occupational health 
support provided.

To obtain an application pack, please contact Claire Scott 
on 01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com.
Closing Date: Tuesday 30th April 2013
All applicants are required to have a clean drivers’ license. 

HGV Driver Class 1
Argyll Resources are looking for an experienced HGV 
Class 1 driver. This position is varied in its challenges. 
Responsibilities:
The safe delivery of goods, vehicle safety, and correct 
application of all paperwork. You must be aware of working 
time directive and driver hours. To be conversant with the 
tachograph rules and regulations. Company uniform will be 
provided.
Driving duties for the above posts will include:
Delivering aggregates and concrete, Delivering and collecting 
Skips and Portaloos, Haulage contracts to the central belt, 
Company uniform will be provided.

Mobile Crane Operator/ HGV Driver
Argyll Resources are looking for an experienced Mobile 
Crane driver. This position is varied in its challenges.
All candidates should have previous experience of working 
on Mobile Cranes, have relevant licenses / certificates and be 
willing to work overtime. Other duties will include general 
HGV driving. You will need previous site experience along 
with checkable work references.
This position is to start ASAP and will be ongoing for the 
right candidate.
Pay rate is negotiable depending on experience.

Based at our Fort William Depot
Gas Depot Clerk/Delivery Driver

This position is both challenging and varied; the ideal candidate 
must hold a full driving license Heavy lifting of gas bottles 
involved. You must have good customer care skills, pleasant 
telephone manner and be computer literate. You should be 
well organized and able to work on your own initiative.
Candidates must have: Driving Licence, ADR Preferable 
although training can be given
Forklift experience preferable although training can be given
All interested parties please phone 01631 566370 ask 
for Graham Greenlees or alternatively e-mail: info@
argyllresources.co.uk for an application.

Due to promotion, a vacancy has arisen 
for the post of sales representative for 

Lochaber, Argyll and the islands
Full training and ongoing support 

will be provided.
OTE. £30k

Contact William Clarke on 07789488805 
email:w962clarke@btinternet.com

requires the following: 

2 X DISTILLERY OPERATIONS 
PERSONNEL

Role responsibilities will include:
• The operation and continuation of production 
processes. 
• Follow training and direction; be able to identify 
any production issues and deviations.
• Communicate well within a team environment. 
The successful candidate will need to work to the 
highest standards of quality & safety, be bright and 
energetic, coupled with a high degree of reliability. 
The successful candidate does not necessarily 
need distillery experience, but the exposure to 
plant process engineering operations in a similar 
environment would be advantageous, coupled with 
a willingness to learn, and the ability to work well 
within a small dedicated team. 
The above roles will operate on a shift system over 
5 days. 
Please apply by e-mailing / writing enclosing your 
CV & cover letter to:
Iain J Mc Alister, Distillery Manager, Glen Scotia 
Distillery, 12 High Street, Campbeltown, Argyll, 
PA28 6DS.       
glenscotia@btconnect.com
Including your current salary. 
Closing date 26th April

ESTATE MANAGER/CARETAKER
Responsible person required to look after a small number of 
properties, some holiday lettings.
The work would involve some interface with guests but mainly 
looking after the properties.
The Applicant needs:
• A friendly, polite personality, as they will be our representative. 
• Be able to deal with the very few concerns/complaints. 
• Driving License 
• Good maintenance and building skills a must. 
• Knowledge of engine, tool and equipment maintenance would be useful. 
• Be able to work alone.
We need a proactive person who will be able to improve our 
investment and we will offer a reasonable package that will/can 
include a small flat on site. 10 miles from Oban.
References will be required and in depth checks will be made as 
reliability and ability is paramount.

Please contact: Tel: Day. 01638 560343, 
Eve 01354 610435, Mobile 07979 644668.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook
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Have you ever Considered a Career in Care?
Mears is one of the leading domiciliary care providers 

delivering care Services at home to over 20,000 people 
of all age groups each week.

We are currently looking to recruit care Workers to join our 
friendly teams based across Oban and surrounding area.

  Shift patterns also available – 7am-3pm/3pm-11pm
• Weekend only positions available 

• Opportunity to complete your SVQ in Health and Social Care 
• Drivers preferred but not essential
• Competitive rates of pay

We are also looking for an experienced co-ordinator 

For more information and to apply please contact our
Friendly team at our Oban Branch on 01631 562422

(Monday – Friday 9am-5pm)

Affordable Warmth for Sustainable Rural Communities Project 
(funded by The Big Lottery)

Affordable Warmth Advisor: 3 posts
You will help to tackle fuel poverty in Argyll by providing advice, support, education and 

offering home advice visits; delivering training to public and voluntary sector groups and 

Closing date: 5pm on 3rd May; interview date: 15th May.

Further information available on www.alienergy.org.uk 

A DALMALLY chef has 
proved himself one of the most 
promising in the country after 
helping his team to national 
gold. 

Neil Rowan was part of the City 
of Glasgow College kitchen team 
led by lecturer Gary Maclean 
who won gold in the Future 
Talent Restaurant Competition 
at the ScotHot industry event in 
the SECC.

Neil, a former Oban High 
School pupil, could now be 

exciting young talents in the 
world, with the 20 year-old in 
the running to be on a two-
person team that will compete 
for Scotland at the Nations Cup 
Challenge in Michigan later this 

Bowmore Distillery manager Eddie MacAffer has been named a 
Global Icon within the whisky industry. 

A COUPLE who scoured the 
whole of the British Isles to 

new, luxury guest house have 
said nowhere comes close to 
Oban.

Mark and Suzanne 
McPhillips had run the award 
winning Dun na Mara guest 
house in Benderloch three 
years ago before closing up to 
start a new life in Malta.

Family circumstances 
brought them back to the UK 
but despite looking at all the 
country’s tourist hot spots, for 
them, nowhere is as good as 
Oban, where they will open 
their new Greystones Guest 
House next month.

Having spent the past few 
months renovating the former 
Kimberly Hotel, the pair say 
Oban should make more of 
what it has on its doorstep.

Mark said: ‘We looked all 
over, but everywhere is behind 
Oban.  

‘It has some of the best 
restaurants in Scotland, we 

have the views over the bay 
and the ferries.  

‘The Seafood Capital of 

be great to drive that forward. I 
don’t know of anywhere else in 
the UK you can buy barbecued 
langoustine like you can in 
Oban on the Railway Pier, for 
example – not even Padstow.’ 

Greystones, Dalriach Road, 
is set to open its doors on 
May 1 following an extensive 
refurbishment by Mark and 
Suzanne, who were both 
architects.  

Local contractors
Using local contractors 

throughout, they heard plenty 
of stories about the building’s 
former uses – including its 
time as a maternity ward.

Mark said: ‘Apparently when 

thing the doctors would show 
them was McCaig’s Tower.  
There’s lots of stories from 
here. We may look to do a 
social history of the building in 
the future.’

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Suzanne and Mark McPhillips, who will launch Greystones 
Guest House in Oban next month. 16_t16greystones1

Oban leaves rest 
of Britain’s tourist 
hotspots trailing

year. Neil said: ‘It was fantastic. 
It was a great experience from 
my tutor, Gary, and great 
teamwork from my students. It’s 
about teamwork and individual 
talent.

Neil revealed how his 
grandmother Mary McIntyre, 
from Lochgilphead, and his 
mother Marie had inspired him 
to pursue a career as a chef.

‘I’ve always cooked for my 
family, and my gran and my 
mum always encouraged me.

‘I hope to become a professional 
chef one day. In the future, I’d 
like to head to America and 
work in a great restaurant there. 
For now, I’m enjoying my course 
at college. 

‘All going well, I’ll graduate 

with an HND next year and plan 
to work or go travelling after 
that.’

The Future Talent competition, 
now in its second year, saw 
students from across Scotland 
compete to produce the best 
set-price pre-theatre menu to a 
restaurant of 40 diners. 

Teams were judged on quality 
of food and service, as well as 
adherence to health and safety 
regulations.

Willie McCurrach, head of the 
college’s food, hospitality and 
tourism department, said: ‘On 
the night of the competition, the 
students were in a different zone. 
The professionalism shown was 
fantastic, and they will get a 
huge amount out of this.’

Neil Rowan, right, with team mate Michael Shedden during the competition. 

A DISTILLER who has worked at the same 
Islay site since 1966 has been voted Whisky 
Distillery Manager of the Year at Whisky 
Magazine’s 2013 Icons of Whisky Awards.

Bowmore Distillery’s Eddie MacAffer 
scooped the Global Icon award for distillery 
managers - pipping John McLellan of 
Kilchoman Distillery on Islay, who was also 
on the three-man shortlist for the prize.

Mr McAffer started his career back in 1966 
and worked his way up the ranks, helping 

times. 
Since then his roles have included working 

in the warehouse and malt barn, head 
maltman, brewer, head distiller and now 
distillery manager.

Mr McAffer said: ‘I am extremely proud 

for myself, my family, Bowmore Distillery 
and Morrison Bowmore Distillers that I was 
presented with this honour.’

The awards are judged by an international 
panel that vote over four rounds for

companies based in Scotland, USA and the 
rest of the world. 

Last week Bowmore Distillery announced 
the launch of its Tempest 4 whisky.

Carr Gomm is a national charity and not-for-profit company. The main focus is 
Supported Living – supporting people to lead their lives, access services and achieve 
their hopes and dreams. 

Dalmally chef helps 
college team to gold

Long-serving Bowmore Distillery manager 
Eddie wins coveted global icon award

Competitive Salary + Subsidised Pension 
+ Private Health Care

Established for over 30 years the industry leading 
Fish Farmer Magazine is seeking an Editor with 
relevant industry experience.

Based in Edinburgh and Oban to ensure close 
liaison with our Edinburgh based sales team, 
the position will involve travel to constantly raise 
the profile of the magazine in this important fast 
developing industry. A company car will be made 
available. The candidate will also be responsible 
for the development of two websites fishupdate.
com and fishfarmer-magazine.com. 

Please supply a full CV with covering letter to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

EDITOR
Fish Farmer Magazine & Websites

Advertising Sales 
Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part 
of a small team selling advertising and features for our well 
established, award winning publications.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to 
generate and maintain lasting business relationships. The 
successful applicant will benefit from on-going training, first 
class support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a 
professional company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort.

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: 
ali@obantimes.co.uk 

Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a Development Project Manager 

will work in the key areas of capital fund raising and business development. 
This is a one year full time project funded contract with the possibility of 

per annum.
For more information and an application pack please email admin@kilmartin.org 
or phone Claire on 01546 510 278..
Closing date 03.05.13. 
Some remote working may be considered.

Development
Project
Manager
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BEDROOMS

Bedrooms are very busy rooms although it’s hard 
to think of them that way until you really consider 
how much time we all spend in them. At least a 
third of our lives are spent sleeping and of course 
we sleep in our bedrooms. On top of that, we dress 
and embellish ourselves in our bedrooms, relax 
from time to time during the day in them, spend a 
greater part of the day in them when we are ill and, 
if space is lacking elsewhere in the home, pursue 
our hobbies and studies in our bedrooms. 

Given all that, it is strange indeed that bedrooms 
are often the last rooms in the home to be refur-
bished, refurnished or even properly planned. 
Gradually people’s attitudes are changing towards 
their bedrooms however and whilst we shall prob-
ably never return to the 18th century custom of 
greeting morning visitors whilst still in bed, we are 
all entitled to a well planned, beautiful and com-
fortable bedroom.

the room furnished with an elegant range of free-

It depends of course on its size and what you intend 

slotted into an alcove. Very small rooms are best 

these make the most of every inch of available 
space.

Before you decide on anything however, you should 
choose or buy the bed you intend to have because 
bedrooms are best designed around the bed. It is 
also the largest item of free-standing furniture and 
its size will dictate what available space you have 
in the rest of the room. Next, sit down and plan 
the room with due regard to all the activities it will 
house and the storage space you will need.. This is 
best done to scale with graph paper once you have 
measured the exact dimensions of the room. Draw 
it on the graph paper and mark in doors, windows 
and other permanent features such as the chimney 

of the specialist suppliers or furnishing departments 
in your area to send their room planner to do the 

planners will not only be skilled in design, they also 

prices, which will help you keep to a budget.

Look ahead when deciding on the furnishings. Will 
your use of the room change? Do you plan to share 
it? If you have future study in mind, build a desk 
area in. If you have a hobby, make sure there is 
space. If you have an exercise machine or mini-
gym, put that into the plan.

plan. You will want directional as well as diffuse 
light. Perhaps a track of spotlights would serve 
together with a dimmer switch? Free-standing and 
over-mirror lights too can be very convenient.

Don’t overlook heating and ventilation. If built-in 

to be dry-lined to prevent dampness forming. The 
lining must be suitably vented. Heating is important 
so don’t hide the radiators behind units. If you don’t 
have central heating, make sure directional heating 
is included as part of the plan. If all this dictates 

decorate and put in the furniture. 

Do consider hot summers and include a built-in 
oscillating fan or ceiling-mounted punka. Both 
have the added advantage of discouraging midges, 

If your room is large enough, consider an en suite 
shower or bathroom. It will add to the value of your 
property and give you endless satisfaction.

A properly planned, well furnished bedroom is a 
pleasure to use. If yours lacks all the amenities you 
feel you could do with, now is the time to do some-
thing about it because there never has been such a 

such advantageous prices on the market before.

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL
www.westech-electrical.co.uk

Cruachan House, Otter Creek, Taynuilt PA35 1HP

Tel: 01866 822185
Mob: 07979 151548

chris@westech-electrical.co.uk

SPRING
PROPERTY
makeover

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

www.aandbel.co.uk



Thursday 18 April, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19SPRING PROPERTY

BATHROOMS

If there is one room in the house where you need 
to be warm and perfectly comfortable, it’s the bath-

the least clothes, and be wet too. Bathrooms should 
be where you can relax in warm humidity, where 

Once upon a time bathrooms comprised a bath, 
washbasin and perhaps also a WC. Today most 
people also expect a shower and bidet as well.

-
parents, we expect to be able to do so whenever we 
feel like it, and at a moment’s notice.

entitled. If your present bathroom lacks some crea-

First consider a new suite. 

The latest baths are of plastic derivatives, warm to 

can however, still buy enamelled cast iron or steel 

then the non-metal models. Modern baths are also 
very attractive to look at and come, not only in a 

they are also made in a variety of shapes and sizes 

-

basin part will be made either of a plastic derivative 
or porcelain.

your water.

Set beside the WC in most bathrooms these days 

actions of ablution.

-
ever, is the shower. Whether housed in a separate 

There are specialist suppliers of bathrooms and 

-

note where doors, windows and water supplies 

advice.

-

a local plumber who will know, not only how to do 
the work correctly, but who will also be appraised of 

waste and the supply of water. Remember you will 

new suite to it. If you don’t want your system upset, 
you must employ the services of a professional and 
remember, if you do try to do the work yourself and 

FLOORING

in it. They are in a very special way, a pallet on which 
you can mix and match the colours and textures of 

-
commodation.
Floors however, serve a number of purposes other 

warmth. In some rooms such as the kitchen or 
bathroom they should provide a waterproof, easily 

to the touch, it will also prevent condensation.
-

best for your purposes can be no easy matter. It is 
wise therefore to look at each individual room rather 

sanded, stained and polished for a really, up-to-the-

-

boards may have been replaced by block board or 

and even. 

or broadloom rolls and can be laid wall to wall or 

and plain, traditional and colourful or oriental. The 
material your carpet is made from should depend 

-

be laid where.

consider how often it may need to be cleaned. Ob-
viously the hard surfaces are easier to clean than 

need never be a consideration.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

Topographical Surveys, Measured Building Surveys,
Floor Plans and Elevations, Setting Out, Area and
Volume Calculations, Level Surveys for Flood Risk

Assessments, Precise Level Monitoring.

33A Glasgow Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute G84 9NW
Tel: 01436 268160   Mobile: 07836 786229

www.lomondlandsurveys.com

Lomond Land 
Surveys Ltd

Argyll based approved installers for Warmcel Insulation Products.
Ideal for timber frame, Lofts and underfloors.

DANNY SUMSION & PENNY CRISP  :  WARMCEL SPECIALISTS

www.altinsol.co.uk     altinsol@btinternet.com
MOB: 07703 577069

3 Quarry Park, Furnace, PA32 8XW

24 Hour on Call Service
Tel: 01499 500 285  MOB: 07786 330691/07786 075315

email: wattplumbers@btinternet.com

PLUMBING & HEATING

DKD
D  K E L L Y  D E S I G N

Architectural Technologist
Planning & Warrant Applications

Self Build Advice & Guidance
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

111 High St, Fort Willam PH33 6DG
Email: admin@dkellydesign.co.uk

Tel: 01397 700999
Fax: 01397 700888

!ALERT!

40% discount 
on all block paving and tarmacadam 
work undertaken in the next 28 days

while stocks last
For further information and free estimates 

www.thistleroadstone.co.uk.
All our work is guaranteed for 5 years... 

and guaranteed to beat any genuine quote. 

Phone: 01397 703986
Mob: 07428 702128

Email: rossstewart@rocketmail.com
19 rowan drive, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EG

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
FORT WILLIAM

Operating in Highlands area including Small Isles
ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING

Complete design. 

Bathroom Suites, Shower Suites, Wetwall 

Gutter & Down Pipes Lead Works.

CENTRAL HEATING
Supply and install, repair. Oil Fired Boilers, 

Electrics, Radiator Replacements, Oil 

24 hour call out - Quick response
Nic Eic approved. 

Free estimates
Follow on Facebook



20 SPRING PROPERTY Thursday 18 April, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

West Coast property service

FOR SALE
Three bedroom detached house 
with large enclosed garden at 
the Sound of Kintyre, 4 miles 
from Campbeltown.
For further information contact 
07733603138.

0800 081 8989

Offers in the region of £395,000 invited.

GROVE HOUSE, CONNEL 
A commodious and well-presented 
Detached House in an appealing 
village setting with established 
B&B trade.
Porch, Hall, Lounge, Dining-room, Conservatory, Kitchen
8 Bedrooms, 7 Bathrooms.
Car Port with Integral Store.
Attractive garden with ample parking and hot tub.

Guide Price: £70,000

Touch Estate, Cambusbarron, Stirling, FK8 3AQ
www.ristolestates.com 

Bridge Cottage, Tayinloan, 
PA29 6XG
A traditional semi-detached cottage 
with three bedrooms located in the 
village of Tayinloan.  In need of 
complete refurbishment but offers 
excellent potential.  EPC: E

Telephone: 01786 465 782
E-mail: Info@ristolestates.comRISTOL

E S TAT E S

West Coast property service

Glendale, Dell Road, 
Campbeltown.
An extremely spacious two storey 
maisonette within a traditional 
recently refurbished stone building. 
3 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Sitting 
room, Kitchen / Family Room, Patio 
/ Garden. The property retains many 
original features including decorative 

Contact : Fiona - 01586 552811. 

Guide Price : 
£115,000

(Home report 
valuation £120,000).

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 Fax: 0131 229 4827

An extensive woodland site with 
outline planning approval for two 
houses. Stunning views over Loch 
Fyne and beyond. Sporting rights 
included.

FREEHOLD FOR SALE 
AS A WHOLE

Offers Over £95,000

SOUTH INVERNEILL
Near Lochgilphead, Argyll
17.9 Hectares/44.2 Acres

SPECIAL REPORT:
RENOVATING OLDER 
PROPERTIES

When it comes to buying property there are two 
schools of thought. There are those who go for brand 
new properties and those who prefer something 
that’s already been lived in. There is a lot to be said 
on both sides, but for some there is absolutely no 
beating the challenge and satisfaction gained from 
turning an old and mediocre house into something 
with character and the essential modern facilities of 
a very desirable property indeed.

It is often the case that older properties will cost 
less than their recently built equivalents, especially 

kitchen, central heating, loft insulation, double glaz-
ing and insulated doors. The best thing of all about 

buying such a property and renovating it is, when 
you do decided to sell and move on, your invest-
ment is more than amply rewarded.

There are stipulations of course. The workmanship 
must be of the highest quality. It must be carried out 
according to all current legislation, Bye Laws and 
safety standards. If extensions have been added 
on, they too must comply with building regulations, 
not to mention the planning Laws.

This is particularly important where large properties 

conversion has not been carried out to the highest 
standards, no building society will even consider 

maisonettes will be almost impossible to sell.

When anyone is approaching the possibility of 
buying an older property to renovate, they shouldn’t 
take one step without the advice of a surveyor. The 

Scotholm, Connel  Offers Over £349,995 
Spacious 5 bed detached property set in a 1.5 acre 
elevated plot with views over Loch Etive and Connel 
bridge. Flexible 4 public rooms and large private garden.

VISIT US ONLINE TO VIEW OVER 450 PROPERTIES
www.millerstewart.com    email oban@millerstewart.com     01631 785016
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Sinclair Ave, Inveraray   Offers Over £79,995
Rarely available 2 bed ground floor flat located in 
the quiet residential area. Newly installed kitchen & 
bathroom. Oil central heating, D.G & private garden.

Mossbank Cottage, Tarbert Offers Over £229,995
Mossbank is a fantastic 19th century 2 bed cottage set 
in a large plot with an additional separate 1 bed annex, 
carport and large timber shed / workshop.

3 or 4 bed Detached, Taynuilt Price on Application
ONLY ONE REMAINING BE QUICK & SECURE WITH A 
LOW DEPOSIT Architect designed detached family homes 
located in the ever popular village of Taynuilt.

Newton, Inveraray Offers Over £149,995
Ornumville is a spacious traditional stone built cottage 
enjoying uninterrupted views of Loch Fyne. Consisting 
of a lounge, kitchen diner, two double bedrooms, 
bathroom and utility room. NEW PRICE

Manse Cres, Inveraray  Offers Over £189,995 
Fantastic family 4 bedroom semi detached house set 
in a rarely available location. Exclusive child friendly 
cul-de-sac in the avenue area of Inveraray. Detached 
Garage and stunning loch views. NEW PRICE

• Porch
• Livingroom
• Kitchen

• Two bedrooms
• Bathroom

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

3 Knocknaha, Campbeltown
Stone built terraced cottage in good 
decorative order with lovely views over 

four miles from Campbeltown on bus 
route to Southend.

Offers in the region 
of £76,000
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WANTED

TO LET

ARGYLL
Otterferry

LONG LET
3 bedroom cedar wood 

bungalow, with stunning 
views from large sitting room, 

with wood burning stove. 
Tighnabruaich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24 miles,
Glasgow Airport 1 hour 40 mins, 

Refs essential, 
No DSS, £500pcm. 

Telephone 01700 821220 or 
email

mirandavanlynden@hotmail.com

TO LET
ONE

BEDROOM 
FLAT, central
Oban, fully 

furnished, no dss, 
£475 pcm + bills.  

Telephone 
07786378672

surveyor will be their mentor, adviser and protector. 
The surveyor will know what is feasible and what is 
not. He (or she) will have some understanding of 
potential cost, will know which renovations will add 
to the property’s value and which will be a waste 
of time. The surveyor can add probity to the whole 
project so that, when it comes to sell and move on, 
the whole project will appear ‘right’.

Anyone considering taking on such a project with 
the intention of doing a great deal of the work 
themselves should be wholly aware of their limita-
tions. Building work of any sort has the potential for 
danger, either to the builder or to those will live in 
the property in the future. It is essential therefore 
to have contact with a reputable local builder who 
can oversee the work, and provide such skilled 
tradesmen as become necessary from time to time. 

person to attend to such work.

mortgage for a property in dire need of renovation. 

and building societies will often give some leeway in 

fabric of the building.

account. You will need a solicitor to advise you if 
by doing those renovations with the object of selling 
and moving on, you might not attract unwanted tax 
liabilities. Do take advice before you start.

If you enjoy a challenge and would like to turn that 
tatty old heap of bricks you’ve fallen in love with, 
into a palace that’s the envy of your neighbours, go 
ahead by all means but do be sure you know what 
you are taking on. You may have to live amongst 
dust and rubble for a year or so. You may go without 
heating and lighting for a while. You may even have 
to live in a caravan in the garden until the project is 
done.

a buyer. You’ll reap the reward you so richly deserve 

next project.

You’ve got to be hard though. No point falling in love 
with your house and not being able to sell it, you’ll 

on it as an investment, part of your earning capabili-

you’ll have with that!

TO LET - OBAN 
TOWN CENTRE 

1 bedroom recently 
renovated furnished flat 

in immaculate condition.  
Off road parking,

small patio area and 
outside storage.

£410 pcm + bills.
Deposit required.

Tel:  01631 570060

OFFICES
To Let – Town Centre

Well appointed 
self-contained Office 

Suite (3 rooms, 
kitchen and toilet) 
Serviced 2-person 

Office Room(shared 
facilities) also 

available
Tel: 07979497967

FLAT FOR SALE, 

Telephone
0141 4275609.

FOR SALE

SPRING
PROPERTY
review



4 FERRYFIELD
ROAD, CONNEL
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF:  £249,950
·         DETACHED DWELLINGHOUSE
·        SOUGHT-AFTER RESIDENTIAL LOCATION
·         CLOSE TO LOCAL AMENITIES
·         IDEAL FAMILY HOME
·         LOUNGE & DINING ROOM

·         KITCHEN
·         4 SPACIOUS BEDROOMS 

(ONE EN SUITE)
·         BATHROOM & WC
·         CONSERVATORY
·         DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 
 HEATING
·         DRIVEWAY & INTEGRAL GARAGE 
·         SPACIOUS GARDEN
·         EPC RATING: C 70

LORNE COTTAGE, 
PORT APPIN

GUIDE PRICE:  £350,000
·         DECEPTIVELY LARGE FAMILY HOME
·         RURAL VILLAGE LOCATION
·         VIEWS OVER LOCH LINNHE
·         LOUNGE, KITCHEN, DINING ROOM
·         4 BEDROOMS, STORE ROOM, 
 STUDIO

·         SUN ROOM
·         UTILITY ROOM
·         BATHROOM, SHOWER ROOM, 
 CLOAKROOM
·         OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
·         DOUBLE GLAZING
·         GARDEN, DRIVEWAY, GARAGE
·         BOILER ROOM
·         EPC RATING: D 58

PLOT 1, 
GALLANACHBEG, 

GALLANACH, 
OBAN

OFFERS OVER:  £70,000
***LAST REMAINING PLOT***
· SERVICED BUILDING PLOT
·  PICTURESQUE RURAL

LOCATION

· CLOSE TO TOWN
 FACILITIES AND AMENITIES
· IDEAL LOCATION FOR A
 FAMILY HOME
· APPROXIMATELY 1/4 OF
 AN ACRE
·  PLANNING PERMISSION IN
 PRINCIPLE
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MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents

Oban Office - Jo-Anne Baker and Lise Williamson MacDougall
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
Tel: 01631 565251

Fort William Office - Katie Lamont and Catriona Jackson
Airds House, An Aird, Fort William PH33 6BL
Tel: 01397 702200

Sales and Rentals www.macphee.co.uk property@macphee.co.uk

9 BENVOULLIN 
GARDENS, OBAN
GUIDE PRICE:  £585,000

· LUXURY NEW BUILD FAMILY HOME
· CONTEMPORARY DESIGN
· IMMACULATELY PRESENTED
· SEA VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY & BEYOND
· OPEN PLAN LIVING/KITCHEN/DINING
·         FORMAL LOUNGE
·         4 BEDROOMS (MASTER WITH EN-SUITE 
 SPA BATHROOM, SAUNA & DRESSING 
 ROOM)

·         GYMNASIUM
·         GAMES ROOM
·         BATHROOM
·         SHOWER ROOM
·         UTILITY ROOM & STORAGE ROOM
·         GARDEN, LARGE GARAGE & PARKING
·         DOUBLE GLAZING BY KLOEBER UK
·         COMBINATION OF UNDERFLOOR 

& GAS CENTRAL HEATING
·         EPC RATING: B 82

TIRORAN, 
NORTH CONNEL

OFFERS OVER: 
£350,000

· ATTRACTIVE DETACHED VILLA
· STUNNING VIEWS OVER

LOCH ETIVE
· KITCHEN WITH UTILITY

AREA
· LOUNGE
· DINING AREA

· 3 BEDROOMS (MASTER
EN-SUITE BATHROOM)

· SHOWER ROOM
· CLOAKROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING &

ELECTRIC HEATING
· GARAGE
· GARDEN WITH

GREENHOUSE,
 SUMMERHOUSE &   

GARDEN SHED
· EPC RATING:  D 65

APARTMENT 9C,
GANAVAN SANDS,

GANAVAN, BY OBAN
OFFERS OVER: 

£245,000
· LUXURY FIRST FLOOR

APARTMENT
· BEACH FRONT LOCATION
· PANORAMIC SEA VIEWS

· OPEN PLAN KITCHEN/ 
DINING/LIVING AREA

· BALCONY
· 2 BEDROOMS (MASTER

EN-SUITE)
· BATHROOM
· VIDEO DOOR ENTRY SYSTEM
· GAS CENTRAL HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· PRIVATE PARKING
· EPC RATING:  C 77

The Moorings is situated on the shores of the Sound of Mull and boasts spectacular,  panoramic views over 
the Sound to the Morvern Peninsula and beyond. This exceptional and idyllic shore front location is further 
complemented by the property itself which has been architecturally designed, to take full advantage of its 

contemporary bespoke kitchen with granite work surfaces, integrated appliances and an AGA, as well as solid 

· Superbly Presented Island Home
· Stunning Sea Views
· Set in Approximately 8 Acres of Land

with Access to the Shore
· 5 Bedrooms (3 En-Suite)
· Sitting Room
· Breakfasting Kitchen
· Formal Dining Room

· Drawing Room
· Bathroom
· Utility Room
· Landscaped Garden Grounds with

Feature Waterfall
· Mooring Available
· NHBC Warranty
· EPC Rating: C 76

The Moorings, Aros, Isle of Mull
Offers Over: £695,000

Clachan Dubh Cottages is part of a unique development re-creating a traditional crofting hamlet combined 
with the standards and comforts demanded of a modern lifestyle.  The development will provide two rows 
of three cottages, each cottage of one and a half storeys in height, providing three bedrooms and a modern 

frost protection, each room is served by radiators alongside the wood pellet stove in the lounge.  There is 
parking for two cars at the property, a front and rear garden, an area of decking to the rear and a timber 
garden shed. 

· Charming New Build End-Terraced Cottages
· Rural Location
· Finished to an Excellent Standard
· Semi-Open Plan Kitchen/Dining/Living Area
· 3 Bedrooms
· Modern Fitted Kitchen, Bathroom & 

Shower Room
· Double Glazing

· All Heating Requirements Provided by MCS 
Registered Sustainable Biomass Pellet Boiler 

· Gardens to Front and Rear

· Garden Shed and Wood Store

 Clachan Dubh Cottages, Balvicar, Isle of Seil
Fixed Prices From:  £180,000

its surrounding croftland to the River Roy and beyond. This idyllic location is further complemented by the 
property itself which has been, to take full advantage of its location, and offers a superb contemporary, energy 

block and wooden summer house located upon the land. Furthermore, the current owners have obtained Full 
Planning Permission for a luxury architect designed lodge within the grounds.

Located at Murlaggan, Alt Na Caiplich evokes a real feeling of seclusion generally attributed to very remote 

base to take advantage of the numerous leisure and pleasure activities the area has to offer.

· Stunning River Side Property with
Stables and Croftland

· Exceptional Location
· In Immaculate Condition
· Open-Plan Lounge, Kitchen & Dining
· Sitting Room
· 3 Double Bedrooms (All En-Suite)
· Cloakroom

· Utility
· Oil Fired Under Floor Heating
· Croftland - Approx. 7 Acres
· Summer House
· Stables
· Full Planning Permission for a further

Substantial Luxury Lodge
· EPC Rating: C 79

Alt Na Caiplich, Croft 4, Murlaggan, Roy Bridge
Price From: £435,000
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32 LORN 
AVENUE, 

DUNOLLIE, OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF:  £80,000
·         GROUND FLOOR FLAT
·         POPULAR RESIDENTIAL 
 LOCATION
·         CLOSE TO TOWN 
 CENTRE

·         LOUNGE
·         KITCHEN
·         BEDROOM
·         BATHROOM
·         DOUBLE GLAZING & 
 ELECTRIC HEATING
·         PRIVATE FRONT   

GARDEN & SHARED 
 DRYING GREEN
·         EPC RATING: E 50

ARD-A-BHAIGH, 
ROCKFIELD

ROAD, OBAN
OFFERS OVER:

£225,000
·         SEMI-DETACHED VICTORIAN 
 TOWNHOUSE
·         HOME REPORT VALUATION: £275,000
·         WELL PRESENTED
·         TOWN CENTRE LOCATION

·         VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY TOWARDS
KERRERA AND BEYOND

·         LOUNGE
·         KITCHEN
·         DINING ROOM/5TH BEDROOM
·         4 BEDROOMS
·         BATHROOM
·         SHOWER ROOM
·         DOUBLE GLAZING & GAS CENTRAL HEATING
·         GARDEN
·         EPC RATING: E 51

GROUND FLOOR
FLAT, OAKBANK

VILLA, OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF:  £109,000
· WELL PRESENTED GROUND 

FLOOR APARTMENT
· PLEASANT RESIDENTIAL 
 LOCATION
· CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE

· IDEAL INVESTMENT 
 OPPORTUNITY
· LOUNGE WITH 

KITCHEN AREA
· BEDROOM
· BATHROOM
· GAS CENTRAL HEATING
· SHARED DRYING GREEN
· UNDER-BUILD SHARED 
 CELLAR/WORKSHOP
· EPC RATING: E 50

38 ELLENABEICH, 
ISLE OF SEIL

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £150,000

· SUBSTANTIAL 
 SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE
· PICTURESQUE LOCATION 
 WITHIN CONSERVATION 
 VILLAGE

· LOUNGE & DINING ROOM
· KITCHEN
· 2 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· CONSERVATORY
· ENCLOSED GARDEN
· PRIVATE PARKING
· EPC RATING: F 26

1 JURA ROAD,
OBAN

OFFERS IN THE
REGION OF:  
£115,000

· END-TERRACE 
 DWELLINGHOUSE
· POPULAR RESIDENTIAL 
 LOCATION

· IDEAL FAMILY HOME
· LOUNGE/DINING ROOM
· KITCHEN
· 3 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· ELECTRIC HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDEN
· EPC RATING:  D 56

BEADOUN COTTAGE, EAS
BRAE, TOBERMORY, 

ISLE OF MULL
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF:  £170,000
· DETACHED BUNGALOW
· IN GOOD ORDER THROUGHOUT
· EXCITING HOLIDAY LET/

SELF-CATERING OPPORTUNITY

· OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/KITCHEN/
DINER

· 3 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· SHOWER ROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· TOTAL CONTROL ELECTRIC HEATING
· GARDEN WITH DECKING AREA
· OFF STREET PARKING FOR 4 CARS
· EPC RATING: C 70

ROWAN, GLENMORE
ROAD, OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £255,000

· ATTRACTIVE DETACHED VILLA
· SOUGHT-AFTER RESIDENTIAL LOCATION
· CLOSE TO OBAN TOWN CENTRE
· IN GOOD ORDER THROUGHOUT
· LOUNGE

· FAMILY ROOM
· DINING KITCHEN
· 3 BEDROOMS
· STUDY
· FAMILY BATHROOM
· CLOAKROOM
· GAS FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
· PRIVATE GARDEN & AMPLE OFF STREET 
 PARKING
· EPC RATING:  E 50

HILDERLEY, 
TOBERMORY, 
ISLE OF MULL

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £200,000

· ATTRACTIVE SPACIOUS DETACHED
 BUNGALOW
· PLEASANT RESIDENTIAL LOCATION
· LOUNGE

· SUN ROOM
· KITCHEN/DINER
· 3 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· SHOWER ROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· ELECTRIC HEATING
· SPACIOUS ENCLOSED GARDEN
·  UNDER-BUILD STORE
· GARAGE & PRIVATE PARKING
· EPC RATING: F 35

FLAT 3, GLENQUAICH
HOUSE, ARDCONNEL

TERRACE, OBAN
OFFERS OVER: £165,000

· IMMACULATE SECOND FLOOR 
 APARTMENT WITHIN CONVERTED

VICTORIAN VILLA
· ELEVATED SEA VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY 

TOWARDS KERRERA

· POPULAR RESIDENTIAL LOCATION
· CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE
· SPACIOUS LOUNGE
· STYLISH MODERN KITCHEN
· 2 BEDROOMS
· SHOWER ROOM
· GAS CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE 
 GLAZING
· GARDEN, GARAGE & OFF STREET 
 PARKING
· EPC RATING: D 67

11B TWEEDDALE
STREET, OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £85,000

· FIRST FLOOR FLAT IN 
 TOWN CENTRE LOCATION
· IN GOOD ORDER   
 THROUGHOUT

· IDEAL FIRST TIME BUY OR 
BUY TO LET

· LOUNGE   
· KITCHEN
· BEDROOM
· BATHROOM
· GAS CENTRAL HEATING & 
 DOUBLE GLAZING
· ON STREET PARKING
· EPC RATING:  D68

THE OLD INN, 
LETTERFINLAY, 
SPEAN BRIDGE

PRICE GUIDE: £395,000
· SUPERIOR LOCHSIDE DWELLINGHOUSE
· VIEWS OVER LOCH LOCHY
· IN EXCELLENT ORDER
· SEMI-OPEN PLAN LOUNGE &   

SITTING ROOM

· KITCHEN/DINER
· 4 BEDROOMS
· STUDY/5TH BEDROOM
· 2 BATHROOMS
· UTILITY
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
· GARDEN EXTENDING TO 2.5 ACRES
· LOCH ACCESS
· EPC RATING: D 58

10 LOTHIAN
PLACE, 

LOCHVIEW
ESTATE, 

FORT WILLIAM
PRICE GUIDE: £135,000

· DESIRABLE SEMI-DETACHED 
PROPERTY

· IN VERY GOOD ORDER

· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN
· 3 BEDROOMS
· SHOWER ROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL 
 HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDEN
· GARAGE
· EPC RATING: E 52

TOM EACHAINN, 
BALLACHULISH

PRICE GUIDE:
£195,000

· ATTRACTIVE DETACHED 
BUNGALOW

· DESIRABLE LOCATION WITH 
 MOUNTAIN VIEWS
· IN VERY GOOD ORDER
· POTENTIAL SELF CATERING

 LETTING BUSINESS
· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN/DINER
· 4 EN-SUITE BEDROOMS
· SHOWER ROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL 
 HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· DOUBLE GARAGE
· EPC RATING: D 58

FORESTERS CROFT,
5/6 UPPER INVERROY, 

ROY BRIDGE
PRICE GUIDE: £275,000

· MODERN DETACHED   
DUALCHAS PROPERTY

· IN EXCELLENT ORDER
· RURAL LOCATION WITH STUNNING VIEWS
· OPEN-PLAN KITCHEN & DINING AREA

· LOUNGE
· 3 BEDROOMS
· UTILITY AREA
· BATHROOM
· SHOWER ROOM
· LANDING/STUDY AREA
· GROUND SOURCE UNDER FLOOR HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING   
· GARDEN & GARAGE
· EPC RATING: B 82

1 LUNDY ROAD,
INVERLOCHY, 

FORT WILLIAM
PRICE GUIDE: 

£136,000
· DESIRABLE 
 END-TERRACE 
 DWELLINGHOUSE
· VILLAGE LOCATION

· IN GOOD ORDER
· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN
· 3 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· ELECTRIC HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDEN
· GARAGE
· EPC RATING: F 38 

CALEDONIAN
HOUSE, STATION

ROAD, FORT
AUGUSTUS

OFFERS OVER: £385,000
· SPACIOUS TRADITIONAL 

DETACHED VILLA
· FAMILY HOME/PROFITABLE   
 LIFESTYLE BUSINESS

· IDYLLIC CANALSIDE LOCATION 
WITH STUNNING VIEWS

· IN VERY GOOD ORDER
· DINING ROOM
· 5 BEDROOMS (4 EN-SUITE)
· BATHROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
· GARDEN
· OWNER’S ACCOMMODATION

DRUIMANDONICH,
ROY BRIDGE

PRICE GUIDE: £360,000
· ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED PROPERTY
· WONDERFUL VIEWS ACROSS THE 
 COUNTRYSIDE
· IN IMMACULATE ORDER THROUGHOUT
· LOUNGE & DINING ROOM
· KITCHEN/FAMILY ROOM
· UTILITY

· STUDY
· CLOAKROOM
· 3 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE WITH 

DRESSING AREA)
· BATHROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING & UNDER FLOOR 
 HEATING
· LANDSCAPED GARDEN GROUNDS

(0.75 ACRES)
· EPC RATING: C 75

10 RIVERSIDE
PARK, LOCHYSIDE, 

FORT WILLIAM
PRICE GUIDE: £190,000

· DESIRABLE DETACHED   
BUNGALOW

· IN EXCELLENT ORDER
· LOUNGE

· KITCHEN/DINER
· UTILITY
· 3 BEDROOMS               
· BATHROOM    
· CLOAKROOM
· GARDEN
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· ELECTRIC HEATING
· EPC RATING: D 61

BAYVIEW, CAMUS
NA HA, CORPACH, 
BY FORT WILLIAM
PRICE GUIDE: £325,000

· SUPERIOR DETACHED VILLA
· IN IMMACULATE ORDER
· SWEEPING VIEWS OVER 
 LOCH EIL
· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN & DINING ROOM

· UTILITY
· 5 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
· BATHROOM
· CLOAKROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL 
 HEATING & ELECTRIC   
 UNDERFLOOR HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· LANDSCAPED GARDEN
· GARAGE & WORKSHOP
· EPC RATING: D 65 

22 JAVA HOUSES, 
BY CRAIGNURE, 
ISLE OF MULL

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £115,000

· TERRACED DWELLINGHOUSE
· IDEAL FIRST TIME BUY/  

FAMILY HOME IN PLEASANT 
 RESIDENTIAL AREA

· LOUNGE/DINER
· KITCHEN
· 3 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· SOLID FUEL HEATING
· PARTIAL DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDENS TO FRONT & 
 REAR
· ON STREET PARKING
· EPC RATING:  D 57

24 JAVA HOUSES, 
BY CRAIGNURE, 
ISLE OF MULL

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £110,000

· TERRACED DWELLINGHOUSE
· IDEAL FIRST TIME BUY/  

FAMILY HOME IN PLEASANT 
 RESIDENTIAL AREA

· LOUNGE/DINER
· KITCHEN
· 2 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· ELECTRIC HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDENS TO FRONT 

& REAR
· ON STREET PARKING
· EPC RATING:  D 59

CRAIGELLACHIE, 
KILCHRENAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £240,000

· DETACHED BUNGALOW
· RURAL VILLAGE LOCATION
· LARGE GARDEN GROUNDS
· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN/DINER

· DINING ROOM/STUDY
· 4 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· SHOWER ROOM
· UTILITY ROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL   
 HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· DETACHED GARAGE
· GARDEN SHED
· EPC RATING:  D 61

PLOT AT LOCH 
NA BEITHE, 

NORTH CONNEL
OFFERS OVER:  £100,000

· DESIRABLE 
BUILDING PLOT

· RARELY AVAILABLE
· RURAL LOCATION

· STUNNING LOCH AND 
 MOUNTAIN VIEWS
· EXTENDING TO 

APPROXIMATELY 1/3 ACRE
· OUTLINE PLANNING

PERMISSION IN PLACE
· SERVICES AVAILABLE 
 CLOSE BY FOR   
 CONNECTION

BLAIR VILLA, ROCKFIELD
ROAD, OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £250,000

· SEMI-DETACHED
VICTORIAN   

 TOWNHOUSE
· WELL PRESENTED
· LOUNGE

· KITCHEN/DINING ROOM
· 4 BEDROOMS
· STUDY/5TH BEDROOM
· BATHROOM
· SHOWER ROOM
· UTILITY ROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GAS CENTRAL HEATING
· GARDEN & GARDEN SHED
· EPC RATING:  E 54

ARDLOCHY LODGE,
GAIRLOCHY, SPEAN

BRIDGE
PRICE GUIDE: £565,000

· STUNNING VIEWS OVER LOCH LOCHY 
TO BEN NEVIS

· LOCHSIDE LOCATION WITH PONTOON
· LOUNGE & SITTING ROOM
· KITCHEN/DINER & UTILITY 
· 4 BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE)

· STUDY/5TH BEDROOM
· LARGE FAMILY BATHROOM & 

SHOWER ROOM
· CLOAKROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING - UNDER 
 FLOOR AT GROUND LEVEL
· EXTENSIVE GARDEN WITH FRUIT TREES
· LARGE DOUBLE GARAGE
· EPC RATING: C 80
· LIGHTHOUSE VIEW- 2 BEDROOM 
 LETTING APARTMENT

WOOLLY
ROCK, NORTH
BALLACHULISH

PRICE GUIDE: £249,500
· SUPERIOR DETACHED VILLA
· PANORAMIC LOCH & 
 MOUNTAIN VIEWS
· IN EXCELLENT ORDER
· ENTRANCE HALLWAY
· LARGE LOUNGE/DINING ROOM

· KITCHEN/DINER
· UTILITY
· 5 BEDROOMS 

(3 EN-SUITE)
· 2 SHOWER ROOMS
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL   
 HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARAGE
· GARDEN
· EPC RATING: E 51

24 ALTOUR ROAD,
SPEAN BRIDGE
PRICE GUIDE: 

£145,000
· END-TERRACE PROPERTY
· IN IMMACULATE ORDER
· VILLAGE LOCATION
· LOUNGE

· DINING ROOM
· KITCHEN
· UTILITY
· 3 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL   
 HEATING
· GARDEN
· EPC RATING: D 59 

8 KIRK BRAE, 
LOCHALINE

PRICE GUIDE: 
£99,500

· SEMI-DETACHED   
 DWELLINGHOUSE
· VILLAGE LOCATION
· VIEWS TO THE SOUND 

OF MULL

· IN VERY GOOD ORDER
· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN
· 3 BEDROOMS
· CLOAKROOM
· BATHROOM
· GARDEN
· SOLID FUEL HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· EPC RATING: E 42 

PLOT 1, LOWER 
CARNOCH, 
GLENCOE

PRICE GUIDE: 
£225,000

 · NEW-BUILD DETACHED 
BUNGALOW

· VIEWS TO   
 SURROUNDING   
 COUNTRYSIDE 

· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN
· DINING ROOM
· UTILITY
· 3 BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE)
· BATHROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL   
 HEATING
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDEN
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LOCHSIDE, MOSS, 
ACHARACLE

PRICE GUIDE: 
£200,000

· DESIRABLE DETACHED BUNGALOW
· IDYLLIC RURAL LOCATION
· STUNNING VIEWS OVER LOCH SHIEL
· IN EXCELLENT ORDER
· LOUNGE & DINING AREA

· KITCHEN
· 4 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
· BATHROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZED (WITH THE   

EXCEPTION OF REAR GLAZED DOOR)
· GAS CENTRAL HEATING
· LARGE GARDEN
· GARDEN SHED, POLYTUNNEL & 
 RAISED BEDS
· EPC RATING: E 45

CRANNAIG A 
MHINISTER, GANAVAN,

BY OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF:  £375,000
· ATTRACTIVE DETACHED FAMILY HOME
· BEAUTIFUL SEA VIEWS TOWARDS

THE ISLE OF LISMORE & THE   
 MORVERN PENINSULA

·         KITCHEN
·         LOUNGE WITH DINING AREA
·         4 BEDROOMS
·         BATHROOM
·         SHOWER ROOM
·         UTILITY
·         LARGE GARDEN
·         DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
·         DETACHED GARAGE WITH WORKSHOP
·         DOUBLE GARAGE WITH PLANNING
          PERMISSION
·         EPC RATING: D 61

8C MILLER ROAD,
OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF:  £92,000

·         SPACIOUS FIRST   
FLOOR FLAT

·         POPULAR RESIDENTIAL 
 AREA
·          CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE

·         LOUNGE
·         KITCHEN
·         2 BEDROOMS
·         SHOWER ROOM
·         GAS CENTRAL 
 HEATING
·         SHARED DRYING

GREEN
·         ON STREET PARKING
·         EPC RATING: D 67

14A ALBERT LANE, 
OBAN

GUIDE PRICE: £105,000

· ATTRACTIVE GROUND FLOOR FLAT
· IDEAL STARTER HOME
· FURNITURE AVAILABLE   
 BY SEPARATE NEGOTIATION
· WELL PRESENTED THROUGHOUT

· TOWN CENTRE LOCATION
· LOUNGE
· KITCHEN
· 2 BEDROOMS
· BATHROOM
· ELECTRIC HEATING
· PRIVATE PATIO AREA AND
 COMMUNAL GARDENS
· PRIVATE RESIDENTS PARKING
· EPC RATING: E 52

NEW BUILD,
PLOT 4, GAIRLOCHY
PRICE GUIDE: £380,000

· SUPERIOR NEWLY BUILT VILLA
· DESIRABLE LOCATION WITH 
 STUNNING VIEWS
· ENTRANCE HALLWAY
· LOUNGE

· KITCHEN
· DINING ROOM
· 4 BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE 

& 2 JACK & JILL)
· STUDY/5TH BEDROOM
· UTILITY
· BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM
· OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
· TIMBER DOUBLE GLAZING
· GARDEN 

13 THE RAVEN WING,
ST BENEDICT’S ABBEY, 

FORT AUGUSTUS
PRICE GUIDE: £150,000

· LUXURY TOP FLOOR 
 APARTMENT
· IN EXCELLENT ORDER
· IDEAL HOLIDAY RETREAT & 
 HOLIDAY RENTAL

· UNIQUE LOCHSIDE 
 LOCATION
· OPEN-PLAN LIVING AREA
· DOUBLE BEDROOM
· BATHROOM
· DOUBLE GLAZING
· LPG CENTRAL HEATING
· FULL USE OF THE   
 HIGHLAND CLUB FACILITIES 

& GROUNDS
· EPC RATING: C 78
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

MOTORS AND 
DRIVE TIMES

W.D. Semple
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

CAR OF THE MONTH
62 Plate Renault Megane Dyn Tom Tom 
Coupe, Silver, Low mileage.  
OTR £18,250 
OUR PRICE £14,995

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
12 Renault Clio dyn, 1.5DCi, 3,000 miles .........................................In stock this week
61 VW Golf SE TSi, 5dr, Grey, 13,750 miles ...................................................£13,550
11 Renault Megane exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 14,500 miles ..........................£9,250
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 12,000 miles ......................................£8,250
60  Renault Clio I-Music 1.2, 5 door, Grey, 12,500 miles .................................£7,950
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, DCi, 5dr, Beige, 9,400 miles............................£9,550
10 Peugeot 207 Sport, 1.6 Auto, 5dr, silver, 13,650 miles.................................£8,450
10 Renault Clio Dyn, TCE estate, 1.2, 5 door, blue, 18,000 miles.....................£8,250
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, TCE, 1.2, 5 Door, Black, 18,500 miles .................. £8,500
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 22,000 miles .......................................£8,950
59 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5DCi, 3dr, Red, 10,750 miles .......................................£8,450
58 Renault Kangoo DCi, Car .............................................................In stock this week
08 VW Golf, 1.6, 3 door, 22,000 miles .............................................In stock this week
56 Hyundai, Tuson, 4x4 diesel ..........................................................In stock this week
03 Nissan x-trail diesel ......................................................................In stock this week

COMMERCIALS
60  Renault Kangoo ML19 DCI White 43,000 miles ............................£6,650 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ...........................................................£8,000 plus VAT
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...........................................£7,000 plus VAT
56 Citreon Berlingo, 1.9D, 50,000 miles, Blue ....................................£3,250 plus VAT

Ford transit connect vans, choice of 3 available. 
New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES FIND US

WANTED

4x4’s Toyota & 
Land Rover 

All pick ups, 2 & 4 
wheel drive. 

Any condition from 
1990 - 2012 

All other 4x4’s 
considered

Mob:
07900668642

Greenfield 4 x 4’s

WANTED

Touring 
Caravan or 

Motor Home, 
Camper Van, 
Caravanette

etc.
Will travel

Tel: 
07864035750

All types of motor 
homes & caravan-
ettes. Any age or 

condition. We also 
buy water dam-

aged or in need of 
repair. Also all types 
of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone : 
01250 884306

or mobile: 
07885 203020

WANTED WANTED

All types of light com-
mercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high 

mileage, non-runners 
considered.

Also all types of 4x4 vehi-
cles, land rover, 
Toyota, etc…

Telephone : 
01250 884306 

or mobile: 
07885 203020

SUZUKI MARAUDER
GZ 125 (2004)

£1800 o.n.o.

Immaculate condition, blue in colour
MOT till September 2013

Only done 2300 miles, Beautiful looking bike
Starts every time very reliable

Tel: 01688 302941 or 07748 352 168

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK
0% APR Representative* and
1 year’s free insurance†.

Whether you’re looking for fuel efficiency, build 
quality or advanced features, you’ll find true value 
right across the Toyota range. And with 0% APR rep-
resentative* and 1 year’s free insurance^ available 
on AYGO Fire and Yaris via AccessToyota, there’s never 
been a better time to take a closer look. 

AYGO is the city car that can take motorway journeys 
in its stride. Toyota refinement and the fuel economy 
of Toyota Optimal Drive take the credit for that. 
The AYGO Fire’s specification includes a choice of 
eye-catching finishes, along with privacy glass, LED 
daytime running lights and alloy wheels all from £99† 
per month.

At £149 per month†, the Yaris just got bigger and bet-
ter. With unique 15” Podium machined alloy wheels, 
front fog lights and rear privacy glass its sleek, 

dynamic design will earn admiring glances wherever 
you drive.  Plus it’s built to the highest levels of quality 
and safety. 

Whichever model is right for your needs, you’ll find 
that Toyota fuel efficiency, build quality and inclusive 
features add up to true value. 

Don’t forget that every new Toyota comes with a full 5 
year warranty. That shows the confidence we have in 
their engineering and reliability.  Helensburgh Toyota 
is No1 in Scotland for Customer Satisfaction. We are 
an independently owned Toyota dealership with 36 
years experience and are recommended by ‘What Car’ 
for achieving No1 place, in the region, for Motor Codes 
Garage of the Year 2012.

Our AccessToyota 0% APR Representative* and 1 
year’s free insurance^ offer is only available until 
30 June 2013. For more details, contact Helensburgh 
Toyota on 01436 672779. Or come and visit us to find 
out more.

HYUNDAI GETZ

£1000 o.n.o.

1.3 GSI 2003, 75,000 miles. Tax & MOT
Excellent condition, low running costs

Tel: 01770302625

MITSUBISHI L200

£ 4250  No VAT

Double cab 4 work, (54 reg), 97,000 miles. Tax/MOT to August. 
SJS pro canopy with sliding windows, witter towbar.

Light work, good condition, regularly serviced, 2 owners.

Tel: 0750 390 8836 (Tayvallich)

SAILING CRUISER

£500

17 foot bilge keel sailing cruiser. Well equipped and very 
good condition. Ashore Blairmore.

Tel: 07799 316 196

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF

£1,295 o.n.o.

1.6 Cabrio. Excellent Condition
Must Be Seen

Tel: 01583 421324 or 07450726773

£900

NISSAN MICRA

S reg. 56,500 miles
Very good condition. 12 

months MOT.
Telephone: 

01866 833357

WANTED

Scrap cars wanted, cash paid.

Telephone : 01389 721278
or mobile: 07557109385

£1650 o.n.o.

VW GOLF SE

1.6 Petrol, ‘03 reg,
4 good tyres, 12 months 

MOT, Full electric pack, cruise 
control, all new brakes and 
calipers, very good on fuel, 

very dependable, good condi-
tion, good to drive, service 

history.
Telephone: 

07928 888128

£3000

SEAT IBIZA
1.9TDI SPORT

1 owner, 1st Reg 13.04.06, 
Mot 28.02.14, Tax 31.07.13, 
FSH, 87k, 100bhp, 58mpg. 

Just serviced, recent brakes & 
tyres. Quick, economical and 

dependable car.
Telephone: 

07766 918 810 or 
01631 770384 (Kilmore)

WANTED

Any type of 4x4, 
any year/size 
considered

Any type of Toyota 
Hilux or land 

cruiser, also any 
light commercials
Will collect and 

pay cash

Tel: 
07874967898

£550

YAMAHA F8CMH
4- STROKE

OUTBOARD MOTOR

Tiller control, manual start, 
unleaded petrol 

Regularly serviced

Tel: 01631 730594
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S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272
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Roddy’s
Garage
Electronic Diagnostics, Oban

ABS,  Engine and Service Lights Reset
Belts, Brakes and Clutches
Exhaust and Servicing
General repairs to all types of cars
High standard of work guaranteed
Welding and MOT Work

•
•
•
•
•
•

15 Mill Lane, Oban PA34 4HA
Rmacisaac06@aol.com
www.roddysgarage.co.uk
01631 565882

Quality repairs at affordable prices
Try us we won’t disappoint you!

R

CAMERON 
AUTO REPAIRS

I N V E R A R A Y

01499 302995
enquiries@cameronautorepairs.co.uk

All types of bodywork and 
paint spraying on cars, 

vans, plant and commercial 
vehicles of all sizes

C

A

K

G

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICE. 
Not enough time in the day? Kids 

screaming, work calling, shops awaiting? 
HAVE YOUR TYRES FITTED BY OUR TOTALLY MOBILE FULLY 
FITTED VAN, at your work, your home, or where’s easiest.

CARS, VANS, LORRIES, TRACTORS,
24 hour breakdown service

Tyres supplied and fitted, all brand, Balancing carried out.
Accounts welcome.

All major credit cards accepted. Call now for a great quote.
Contact: Alec Mobile: 07702433495. Tel: 01397 700277

Email: fort.tyres@hotmail.co.uk

F

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2007 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 sri,  57,330 miles, silver..........................£4,390

........................... £3,950
....................£2,375

2005 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 sxi 3dr 114,000 miles, black................... £2,175
2003 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 3dr 48,000 miles, silver .......................... £2,175

VAN SALES
2005 Renault Kangoo 1.5 dci70,  white, 75,500 miles, 
MOT and taxed ready to go ..............................................£2,700 NO VAT

good service history .............................................................£2,900 + VAT

FARMING

HOPKINS GRID SALES
(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF
Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 

hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com
www.hopkinsgridsscotland.co.uk

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 21ft wide 
as required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes£3500 o.n.o.

Good condition.

Telephone: 
07759931446

MASSEY
FERGUSON

550

WITH lambing season under-
way sheep farmers on Mull are 
yet again concerned about the 
impact of the island’s sea eagles 
on their animals.

A group of Mull farmers met 
Paul Wheelhouse, the Scottish 
environment minister, on his 
recent tour of Argyll to share 
their concerns about predation.

Mr Wheelhouse visited Knock 
Farm, owned by Donald and 
Lachlan Maclean, last Monday 
where he was greeted by mem-
bers of the National Farmers’ 
Union Scotland (NFUS).

The men briefed him on the 
impact the growing sea eagle 
population is having on hill 
farmers across the west coast.

Donald Maclean, NFUS Mull 
branch chairman, said: ‘On 
Mull, the environment minister 
got full exposure to how fragile 
the farming systems of the west 
coast of Scotland are. 

‘He heard about the combined 
challenges of very extensive hill 
farming, high and rising input 
costs, volatile output prices and 
the consequent impact that los-
ing a proportion of lambs each 
year to sea eagles can have on a 
vulnerable farm business.

‘He took on board the message 
that active farming in such 
remote and disadvantaged areas 
remains crucial to creating and 
sustaining landscapes, maintain-
ing wildlife and communities 
and underpinning livelihoods. 

‘That means we need to develop 

Left to right: Hugh Dignon, Paul Wheelhouse MSP, Iain Mackay, Ross Lilley of SNH and Hugh McPhail. 

Results: Unhaltered Bullock: 1
Duncan McCallum, Shoreton, 
460kg, £1200; 2 Peter Macintyre, 
Findon Mains, 400kg, £1040; 3 
Kenny MacIver, Flowerburn Mains, 
405kg, £1020. Unhaltered Heifer:  1
Daniel Urquhart, 7 Lilyloch, 475kg, 
£1220;  2 Miss Alex Farquharson, 
25 Camult Muir, 400kg, £840. 
Unhaltered Champion: Daniel 
Urquhart Unhaltered Reserve:
Duncan McCallum Homebred 
Bullock: 1 Donna Maclennan, 
c/o Mains of Clunas, 595kg £1450; 

2 Skye MacGillivray, Glasstullich, 
545kg, £1440; 3 Steven Stewart, 
Lower Whitebog, 470kg, £1200. 
Homebred Heifer: 1 Anna Wilson, 
Wester Cairnglass, 515kg, £1240; 
2 Calum Fraser, Fornighty, 430kg, 
£1100; 3 Drew Mann, Corrachie, 
405kg, £1200. Craiglands Quarry 
Homebred Champion: Donna 
Maclennan Haltered Bullock: 1 Paul 
Wilson, Wester Cairnglass, 510kg, 
£1200; 2 Jamie Fraser, Tore Mains, 
490kg, £1200; 3 Kenny MacIver, 
Flowerburn Mains, 500kg, £1240. 

Haltered Heifer: 1 Paul Wilson, 
Wester Cairnglass, 515kg, £1180; 
2 Jamie Fraser, Tore Mains, 570kg, 
£1500; 3 Sarah Wilson, Wester 
Cairnglass, 480kg, £1100. Haltered 
Champion: Paul Wilson (bullock)
Haltered Reserve: Paul Wilson 
(heifer) Craiglands Quarry Best 
Stockperson: Jamie Fraser Best 
New Exhibitor: Donna Maclennan 
Highest daily live-weight gain: Paul 
Wilson & Sarah Wilson, 1.29kg/day 
Highest gross margin: Daniel 
Urquhart, gross margin of £780.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

but recognise the impact that 
predation by growing numbers 
of sea eagles has. 

‘The minister was keen to hear 
our ideas on how to invest in hill 
farming to ensure the continuity 
of livestock systems, wildlife 

‘He recognised that the 
uncertainty over CAP reform, 
the next rural development plan 
for Scotland and their funding 

on farm businesses with levels of 
costs that can not be recovered 
from the market place.

‘He appeared open to the idea 
of looking further into sea eagle 
management needs and the bet-
ter use of limited resources. 

‘Most importantly, these must 
be used to secure a more certain 
future for those hill farmers who 
are directly affected by a thriving 
sea eagle population but do not 

generated by its reintroduction.’
Following their reintroduction, 

sea eagle numbers have grown 
steadily with many pairs now 
resident on Mull. Lambs are part 
of the birds’ diet.

Mr Wheelhouse also visited 
Fishnish Pier and the Mull Eagle 
Watch while on the island before 
travelling to Knapdale in Mid 
Argyll to learn about the Scot-
tish Beaver Trial.

He said: ‘I’m delighted to be 
visiting the Isle of Mull and Mid 
Argyll to see a diverse range of 
projects as well as meeting with 
key stakeholders.’

Mull farmers 
voice sea eagle 
concerns        
to minister

He appeared open to the idea of looking 
further into sea eagle management needs 
and the better use of limited resources.
Donald Maclean, NFUS Mull branch chairman.

Paul Wilson is handed the supreme champion trophy by Jean MacKay for 
his 12-month old 510kg Limousin Cross.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts 
Ltd, sold 25 Young Farmers over-
wintered cattle at their annual show 
and sale in Dingwall on April 10, 
sponsored by Messrs Home Farms, 
Inverness and Messrs Craiglands 
Quarry, Fortrose.

The judge, Jean Mackay, Harelaw 
Farm, Barrhead, Glasgow, chose as 
her Home Farms Overall Supreme 
Champion, the haltered champion 

12 month-old 510kg Limousin cross, 
brought out by Paul Wilson, Wester 

J Smith, The Rowans, Brora, and 
purchased at Dingwall in October. 

The champion was sold for £1,200 
gross to Messrs G & S McConachie, 
Berrybrae, Wardhouse, Insch. 

Paul also won the award for 
‘Highest Daily Live Weight Gain’ 
jointly with his sister Sarah, at 
1.29kg per day.

The Home Farms Reserve 
Supreme Champion went to Donna 
Maclennan, care of Mains of 

homebred bullock and Craiglands 
Quarry Homebred Champion, a 
595kg Limousin cross, realising 
£1,450 to Mr D Budge, Brae-edge, 
Castletown. Donna was also awarded 

Highest Gross Margin was awarded 

to Daniel Urquhart, 7 Lilyloch, Muir 
of Ord, with his 505kg Limousin 
cross heifer, purchased for £600 and 
selling at £1380, a gross margin of 
£780.

Bullocks
Bullocks averaged 250.2p and sold 

to 264.2p per kilo for the Craiglands 
Quarry Homebred Reserve, a 
545kg Charolais cross from Skye 
MacGillivray, Glasstullich, Nigg 

Craiglands Ltd, Fortrose, and £1,450 
gross for the Home Farm Reserve 

Supreme Overall, a 595kg Limousin 
cross homebred from Donna 
Maclennan, c/o Mains of Clunas, 
Nairn to Mr D Budge, Brae-edge 
Farm, Castletown.

Heifers averaged 248.4p and 

homebred heifer, a 405kg British 
Blue from Drew Mann, Corrachie, 
Avoch, to Messrs R M Mackay 
& Sons, Greenvale, Dunnet, and 

heifer, a 570kg Limousin cross from 
Jamie Fraser, Tore Mains, Tore.

Dingwall and Highland Marts sell 25 Young Farmers 
overwintered cattle at annual show and sale
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building services

household goods

oban blinds

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds stoves

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied & 

fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

plumbing

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship problem?

WE CAN HELP
Appointments available in 

Oban, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, Rothesay
Call 01631 562397

www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
SCO23995

couple counselling

windows & doors

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

Grants Laundry
KILLIN-OBAN-APPIN-GLENCOE-KILLIN

We pride ourselves on delivering an 

We are large enough to cope but small enough to care
If your business deserves a unique quality 

service then give us a call or email
Tel 01567820235

Email grantslaundry@btinternet.com

laundry services

windows

mobility

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

home hardware

carports

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

 BABY EQUIPMENT
100+ 0-6MONTHS GIRLS 
BUNDLE lovely bundle jackets, 
cardigans, dresses, trousers, leg-

-
DLE gorgeous bundle jacket, car-
digans, trousers, tshirts, dresses 

BABIES R US BRUIN HIGH-

younger baby. Sturdy construction 

pad, foldout kick stand for reclin-
ing / sleeping, removable toy bar, 

harness, hood, raincover, locking 

tiered unit, great condition, super 

710007.

red, suitable from birth complete 
-

 BOOKS

 BUILDING / DIY
-

price each or discount for job lot,  

 CAR ACCESSORIES

operates from cigarette lighter, 

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

-
tension cable blue socket and plug,  

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

shelves and cupboard, good 

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

-

 DOMESTIC PETS

-

girls, one boy. Healthy, friendly, 

children. House reared, mum can 

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

 FIREWOOD

priced per cubic metre, split and 

 FURNITURE

cream suedette, good condition, 
very comfy, matching sofa also 

-

GREEN ARMLESS BEDROOM 

space underneath for storage. 

black metal double bed frame still 

head board and double mattress. 
-

suedette in good condition, 

matching chair also available. 

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

HOME FURNISHINGS

-

HOME OFFICE

hard drive, monitor, keyboard, 

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

-

WASH BASIN AND STAND 

LIVESTOCK

David Wright, Ardgour.  Telephone 

MAIL ORDER

featuring spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 

and friends at home or abroad. 
-

endars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 

the West Highlands portrayed in 
this handy and conveniently sized 

scottishcalendars.co.uk

MARINE

Heavy nylon and stainless steel, 

MISCELLANEOUS
-

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

6, occasional use by pillion, 

helmet, adult size small, little used 

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

Stella 40 bass accordion ideal 

-
ple of times, in original packing. 

TANGLEWOOD GUITAR Old 

condition, recently re-stringed, 

more details and price.  Telephone 

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

-

to suit all tastes, custom designs 

TOYS AND GAMES

WANTED

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

PERSONALS

Happy 18th Birthday
Christopher McMillan

21/4/95

With lots of love 
from all the family
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sfl anagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offi  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Fiona Bennett
fbennett@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk
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SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 21 April 2013

4th of Easter
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ...............08:00
Sung Eucharist ....................10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish, 
Cladich

Holy Eucharist .................... 11:00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Holy Eucharist .................... 11:00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ....................08:00
Evensong .............................20:15
Holy Eucharist  .........................   
 ....................Wed 24 April 14:30

CHURCH NOTICES

BIRTHS

MACDONALD - Lachie 
Seamus MacDonald born March 
25, 2013 at Princess Royal 
Maternity Hospital, Glasgow to 
proud parents Fiona and Fergus 
MacDonald, wee brother for 
Harry Murdo and a precious 
grandson for Flora MacDonald 
and Ellen and Harry Burton.

MARRIAGES
MACDOUGALL-SMITH - 
On April 3, 2013 at Frigliana, 
Spain, Ross, second son of 
Freena and the late Callum, 
Bunessan to Amy, only 
daughter of Jerome and Serena, 
Langholm.
RAE-MILNE - Congratulations 
to our parents Gordon and 
Madeline on their marriage 
on Friday April 5, 2013. Love 
Cameron and Mellissa.

SILVER WEDDING
DENOVAN - PATERSON - 
Bob to Isabel. Married April 22, 
1988 at Kilmore Parish Church, 
Dervaig by Rev. A Taylor. 
Here’s to the next 25 years 
Mum and Dad. Lots of love 
Emma, Karen and Glenn.

DEATHS
BUCHANAN - Peacefully at 
Cameron Hospital, Windygates, 
Fife, on Monday, April 8, 2013, 
Barbara, aged 85 years, much 
loved wife of the late William 
Duncan Buchanan, step-mum 
of Peter and Robbie, gran of 
Louise, Peter, Kelly and Daniel 
and great-gran to Charlotte 
and Wren.  Funeral service on 
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 in 
Cupar Old and St Michael of 
Tarvit Parish Church, Kirkgate, 
Cupar at 1.00pm.  Thereafter 
burial in New Kilmallie 
Cemetery, Corpach on 
Thursday, April 25, at 12.pm.
BUCHANAN - Peacefully on 
April 14, 2013, at Crosshouse 
Hospital, Kilmarnock, Neil, 
beloved husband of the late 
Chrissie, loving dad of Morven, 
father-in-law to Colin and 
adored papa of Ruairidh. 
Funeral Service at St Leo the 
Great Church, Dumbreck, 
Glasgow on Wednesday 24th 
April at 10am.  Thereafter to 
Cardonald Cemetery. 
DONALD - Donalda. With 
much sadness Lindsay, Fiona 
and Luca advise that our much 
loved mum, and grandma, 
Donalda (nee Cameron) 
beloved wife of the late Scott 
MacDonald and the late Gavin 
Donald, passed away quietly 
and peacefully on 13 April 
2013. Let all friends and family 
remember her for her warmth, 
her love and her rich life of 
experiences of the islands, of 
Scotland and the Far East.
All friends and family are 
invited to her funeral to be held 
at 4pm on Monday 22 April 
2013 at Woodside Crematorium, 
46 Broomlands Street, Paisley 
PA1 2NP and afterwards at 
the Dalmeny Park Country 
House Hotel, Lochlibo Road, 
Barrhead, Glasgow G78 1LG. 

should be made to children’s 
charities.
MACDONALD - Donald 
James. Sadly and suddenly at 

on April 12, 2013. Beloved 
father, husband, brother and 
friend. Cremation at 2.00pm, 
Monday April 22 at Glasgow 
Crematorium, Maryhill. Family 

if wished to Help for Heroes.
MACLULLICH - On April 
11, 2013, peacefully, at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
Duncan Alexander, in his 
74th year, beloved husband of 
Annette, much loved father of 
Alasdair and the late Peter and 
dear brother of Ishobel.  Funeral 
service at Tarbert Free Church, 
(today) Thursday, April 18, at 
12 noon, interment thereafter 
at Carrick Cemetery, to which 
all family and friends are 
respectfully invited.  Family 

if desired, for Beatson Institute 
for Cancer Research and RNLI.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BUTLER - Ken would like to 
thank everyone for their many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
received after the sad loss of 
his wife Joyce, and also to 
all who attended the funeral 
service at Kilbrandon Church 
and the committal at Cardross 
Crematorium. Special thanks 
must go to the Rev Dr Ken Ross, 
Norman Nicholson and the 
members of the Bach choir for 
their contribution to what was 
an uplifting service. Thanks also 
to Hamish Hoey & Son Ltd for 
funeral arrangements. Grateful 
thanks to all the medical staff 
at Easdale Medical Practice 
and to all the carers who looked 
after Joyce during the many 

years of her illness. The retiring 
collection raised £500 for Save 
the Children.
JOHNSTON - Patsy, Stuart 
and Blair would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy, phone calls, cards, 

before and after their recent sad 
loss of Victor.  Special thanks 
to all doctors and medical 
staff for their exceptional care 
and attention to Victor during 
his illness.  Our thanks also 
to Rev David Carruthers for a 
comforting and uplifting service; 
to Donald MacDonald Funeral 

caring arrangements and to the 
Cairnbaan Hotel for excellent 
purvey.  Finally our thanks to 
the overwhelming number of 
people who attended at church 
and graveside to pay their 
respects.  Your kindness and 
support was greatly appreciated.  
The retiral collection, so far, 
has raised the generous amount 
of over £1,700, for Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital.
MACKINNON - Betty and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the lovely 

kind expressions of sympathy 
received following the sudden 
sad loss of John. Special thanks 
to Rev Dugald Cameron and 
Donald MacKinnon for the 
lovely service, D & A Munn 
for arrangements and staff at 
Royal Hotel for refreshments. 
Thanks also to everyone for the 
donations for ABCD.

MEMORIAMS
BUCHANAN - In loving 
memory of my precious 
husband, Willie. Lost 2 years 
ago but loved every day by Ann, 
children Mary, Katy and Hugh 
and all the ‘Morar’ family.
CAMPBELL - In memory 
of a dear cousin Robert, 
who died April 10, 2012.
Always in my thoughts.
- Archie.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear 
father and grandpa, Neil, 
formerly of Tiraghoil, who 
died on April 21, 2012. 
Forever in our thoughts. 
Inserted by his loving 
daughter Ann, Angus, 
Lorne, Gordon, Gillian.
Ardness, Tiraghoil, Bunessan. 
Mull
CAMPBELL - Remembering 
with love, Neil Cowan, our Dad 
and Grampa who passed away 
on April 21, 2012.
Loved and sorely missed every 
day.
- Jennifer, Linda, Neil, Callum 
and Families
CURRIE - In memory of 
Caroline, died April 17, 1992.
A leaf in the book of memories
Is gently turned today
Loved and missed always.
- Mum, Dad and all the family.
JOHNSTON - Treasured 
memories of Ruth, a much 
loved wife, mother and nana 
who passed away on April 16, 
2010. ‘Unforgettable’.
The place you rest we visit

But only we know the heartache
As we turn and leave you there.
- Inserted by Donnie, Fiona, 
Peter, Iain and their families.
LESLIE - In ever loving 
memory of Mary MacLeod, my 
dear wife, and our darling Mom, 
who died on April 28, 2007.
MACCORMICK - In memory 
of Morag , dearly loved mother 
and much missed ‘Grannie 
Mull’ who died April 23, 2012.
Also remembering my father, 
who died December 2, 1968 
and brother Iain, who died May 
24, 1990.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Ann and family.
MACDONALD - In 
loving memory of my dear 
husband Donald, who passed 
away on April 23, 2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Ruth and family.
MACDONALD - Donald, In 
loving memory of our dear dad,
Seanair and brother-in-law, who 
died on April 20, 2003.
Also remembering our lovely 
mum, granny and sister Celia, 
who we lost on March 7, 2010.
Forever in our hearts.
- Mary, Helen and families and 
Mary xx
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of Archie, died April 11, 1998
Always in our thoughts.
- Family, Inverary and Canada.
PHILLIPS - 2nd Anniversary. 
Treasured memories of 
Mary Kate (née MacKay), 
darling wife of Ronnie, a 
loving mum, adored granny, 
a dear sister, sister-in-law and 
aunt who died in Australia 
on April 19, 2011. R.I.P. 
Forever loved, sorely missed.
- Your loving family in 
Australia, Skipton, Fort 
William, Benbecula and South 
Uist.
PURDEN – Precious memories 
of our son Angus who left 
us April 22, 1998 aged 25.
We do not need a special day
To bring you to our minds
The days we do not think of you

In life we loved you dearly
And beyond we love you still
In our hearts forever son.
- Love Mum and Dad xxx
PURDEN - In loving memory of 
our dear brother and Uncle Angus.
Time may pass and fade away
But precious thoughts 
and memories stay.
- Frances and Andrew and Katie 
and William.xx 

RAE - In loving memory of 
Bill, who died April 19, 2012.
Loved and missed.
- Chrissie, Angus and Lindsay.
STEELE - Precious memories 
of our sister Morven, who died 
April 20, 1984.
- Morag and Alan.
SWAINSON - My dearest 
wife, Rachel, who died April 
18, 1997.
If love could have saved you
You would not have died
If tears could bring you back
You’d be here by my side
I will always love and miss 
you.
- Tony.
SWAINSON - Mum.
She was a mother so very rare
Content in her home and always 
there
On earth she toiled in heaven 
she rests
God bless you mother
You were the best.
You will always be our hero
Thank God you are wind 
beneath our wings
We miss you so much.
- Marie and Jacqueline .
TIMMS - Cherished memories 
of a dear dad and grandad 
Arthur, who passed away April 
17, 1984.
A leaf in the book of memories 
is gently turned today.
- Love Catherine, Lachie and 
family.

LIVINGSTONE - Stuart 
and Claire (née Bamber), are 

delighted to announce the safe 
arrival of their twin daughters 
Abbie and Rowan on March 

13, 2013, little sisters for Caya 
and much loved granddaughters 
for Mary and the late Duncan 
Livingstone and Liz and the 

late Stewart Bamber.  Special 
thanks to the midwives at Lorn 
and Islands, Oban and the staff 

at RAH Paisley.

AN OBAN man and his brother 
will cycle 1,000 miles in just 
12 days in memory of their 
mother, who died last year.

Dave Bleazard, who runs 
Outside Edge in the town, 
and his brother, Tim, will un-
dertake the Bleazard Brothers’ 
Bonkers Bikeathon from May 
9 – 21, cycling from Clitheroe, 
Lancashire to Oban and back.

Dave said: ‘My mother, 
Margaret, spent much of her 

life making people smile, as 
a teacher, through her work 
for Clitheroe Furniture Store, 
Christian Aid and other good 
causes, as a Christian, and as a 
friend to many people. 

‘The aim of this sponsored 
cycling challenge is to make 
people smile, either through 
the thought of two middle-aged 
men, who like their bacon butt-
ies a bit too much, cycling so far, 
or through the fact that every 

penny raised will be used to 
help people in Clitheroe who are 

or living in poverty.’
Raising funds through this 

challenge is Tim and David’s 
way of remembering how noth-
ing was too much trouble for their 
mother, when it came to helping 
people in need, especially in her 
home town of Clitheroe.

The Cycling Challenge, which 
will start in Clitheroe, passes 

through the Yorkshire Dales on 
the way to Edinburgh, Glasgow 
and Loch Lomond. 

Settling in Oban at the half 
way point, the boys will then 
travel south via the Isle of 
Arran, Dumfries, Whitehaven 
and Grange over Sands before 
returning to Clitheroe, 1000 
miles later.

You can follow the brothers on 
facebook and donations can be 
sent to Outside Edge in Oban.

Tim, left, and Dave Bleazard will take on the Bleazard Brothers’ Bonkers Bikeathon in memory of their mother. 

Saddle up for the Bleazard 
Brothers’ Bonkers Bikeathon

Thought for the week

As I write this we are about to leave the 40 
days in the wilderness of Lent.  

We have journeyed through Holy Week 
and listened to the last words of Christ on 
the Cross at an Ecumenical Good Friday 
Vigil and we are now preparing to celebrate 
the Easter Vigil and the risen Christ.  

(He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  Well, he will 
be by the time you read this).

Immediately after our Easter Day service 

I head for Nepal, to visit AGE (A Genuine 
Effort) Nepal, a school for children with 
neurological disorders and to trek to Teng-
bocheMonastry, at an altitude of just under 
4000 meters, where I will celebrate Holy 
Communion.  

People were invited to join me or sponsor 
me to raise money for this school, where I 
am taught humility and grace every time I 
visit, and also for St. John’s Cathedral.

So where am I closer to God?  In the wil-
derness of Lent and Holy Week?In the joy of 
the resurrection?  

Celebrating Holy Communion at 4000 
metres surrounded by the Himalayas, or in 
Oban at sea level?  

The beauty of creation does it for me, so 
whether it is the Himalayas or Oban, I am 
blessed indeed.  

What about you?

Closer to God?

CAOL priest Father Roddy MacAulay was joined by well-wish-
ers at a celebration of his silver jubilee, a mass of thanksgiving 
at St John’s Church.

Fr Roddy, a well-known face after appearing in the popular 

BBC documentary series ‘An Island Parish’, was joined by Bishop 
of Argyll and the Isles Joseph Toal as well as priests from across 
the region for the ceremony.

He moved to Caol from South Uist in 2011.

Parishioner Hugh MacLean presented Fr Roddy with a gift to mark the anniversary on behalf of the local parish.

A gift for Father Roddy’s silver anniversary
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Saints march 
into Marshall 

FOOTBALL

‘Most of the boys are experienced 
enough now to be able to handle, 
and win, tight games like this one’

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division 2 - Rutherglen 
0, Campbeltown Pupils 4; 
Clydebank 0, Dunoon 1. 
Division 1A - Eaglesham ‘B’ 
4, Tarbert 2; Dunoon Athletic 
14, Millbeg 0. Division 1B - 
Easthall Star v Lochgilphead 
Red Star, postponed.  

Saturday - Premier Division 
- Eaglesham v Oban Saints; Pre-
mier Division 2 - Campbeltown 
Pupils v Glencastle Sparta; 
Division 1A - East Kilbride v 
Tarbert.

SAFL results and 
upcoming fixtures

FOOTBALL

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1750

Jimmy Marshall Trophy
Quarter Final
Oban Saints 2

Postal United 1
POSTAL United were the 
visitors to Glencruitten for this 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy quarter 

the home side after going a goal 

them a place in the semis.
The teams had met twice in 

the league already with Postal 
winning 3-2 in Oban and Saints 
gaining the upperhand in Glas-
gow a couple of weeks ago in-

at Crownpoint, so this had all 
the makings of a cracking match 
and the good crowd of spectators 
weren’t to be disappointed.

Postal started off well and 
had the Saints defence under 
pressure and they created a 

two minutes of the match with 

past Daniel Cassell’s upright and 
then Brian Hughes had a header 
go just over the top 

Saints were taken aback by this 
early onslaught from the visitors 
and worse was to follow in the  

back post where Keiran Martin 
escaped his marker and headed 
the ball high into the net.

This was a bad goal for Saints 

to lose and it was Postal who 
were the better side as the half 
progressed, but thankfully for 
the home side the visitors, who 
had plenty of the ball, weren’t 
too much of a threat up front 
with the Saints rearguard coping 
reasonably well with the two 
tall strikers Mick Anderson and 
James Simpson.

Saints were struggling in 

closely enough which meant the 
second ball was being picked up 
by the opposition.

and play it about.
The home side got back on 

level terms just before the half 
time break when a long clear-
ance from Daniel Cassells was 
mistimed by Postal centre half 
Chris Dunnett who, in trying 
to head clear only managed to 
head the ball straight up in the 

react as the ball came down and 
he cleverly lobbed it over keeper 
Tom Hollis to make the half time 
score 1-1.

Saints had played themselves 
right back into the match after 
a slow start and they were now 
taking the game to Postal as the 
second half unfolded.

Keith Millar, Paul Kerr and 
Willie Gemmell  were getting 
their foot on the ball and passing 
it about and Myles McAuley and 
Craig MacEwan were pushing 

The matches between the teams 
over the years have always been 
close and this game was going 

goal being vital and thankfully it 
was the home team that scored 
it.

Craig MacEwan made progress 

shot which was blocked. The ball 
fell for Donnie Campbell, but his 
net-bound effort was blocked as 

Centenary Cup Final
Oban Saints

versus
Alba Thistle

Millburn Park,
 Alexandria

Wednesday 24 April
Kick-off 6.45pm

However, as the half wore on 
the home side fought their way 
back into the game with the mid-

and a good move up the left saw 
Craig MacEwan and Donnie 
Campbell play Alan Miller in, 
but the striker’s shot went past 
the wrong side of the post.

-

the players to get the ball down 

Oban Saints’ Craig MacEwan takes on Postal United full back Keiran Martin during last Saturday’s Jimmy Marshall Trophy quarter final 
match at Glencruitten which the Oban side won 2-1. Saints now play either Haldane United or Paisley in the semi final.

well. The ball was eventually 
cleared by the Postal defence but 
only to Willie Gemmell stand-

effort was blocked, but the ball 
came back out to him and this 
time he made no mistake send-
ing a right foot rocket into the 
corner of the net past a helpless 
United keeper who was rooted 
to the spot.

Postal kept plugging away, 
but they were getting very little 
change out of Saints defenders 

Marc MacCallum.

As the clock ran down the 
Glasgow side pushed more men 
forward in an attempt to get the 
equaliser that would take the 
game to penalties but this meant 
they were leaving space at the 
back for the Saints attackers 
and on one occasion Donnie 
Campbell was sent clear but his 
attempted lob was clawed away 
by the United keeper. The Saints 
players claimed the keeper had 

but referee Darren Murray, who 
had a good game, waved away 
the protests.

to get back on level terms, but 
the home side had the smell of 

and there was no way they were 
going to allow Postal back into 
the game.

Jubilant
The Oban team played out the 

remaining time fairly comfort-
ably and it was a jubilant Saints 

referee blew for full time.
Manager Iain Jackson was 

delighted with the result. He 

another close game between two 
good teams, but I thought we just 
edged it and deserve to be in the 

‘Most of the boys have played 
at a high standard of amateur 
football for a few years now and 

able to handle, and win, tight 
games like this one.’

The Oban side face two 
league games this weekend. On 
Saturday they travel to take on 
Eaglesham and on Sunday they 
face St Joseph’s at Glencruitten. 
Both games kick-off at 2pm.

of  the inaugural Shoot-Out 
Shield sponsored by D & G 
Flooring as four teams go head 
to head for the right to be called 
shoot-out kings.

Qualifying from the previous 
Saturday’s group were newly 
crowned league champions the 
Cellar along with the Claredon, 
joining them from Sunday’s 
group are Lancaster ‘B’ and the 
ever improving Lochnell.

Once again the sides will 
be thrown into a round robin 
format culminating with seeded 

and second playing third.

frames deciding the outcome 
of matches it was unbelievable 
a penalty shoot-out eluded 
the well supported event in 
qualifying.

The impressive 18” D&G 
Flooring Shoot-Out Shield 

shown by Garry McIvor and 
Adam Munro

POOL

Shoot-out Shield 
reaches climax

Oban Sportive will be run in memory of marine 
science student Chris Bell. 

dedicated to the memory of one of its founders, 
has welcomed the arrival of its main sponsor.

Chartered surveyors Bell Ingram have been 
announced as lead sponsor of the Oban Sportive, 
which is dedicated to Chris Bell, a member of the 
organising committee who died aged 24 in an 
avalanche in Glen Coe earlier this year.

John Hyde, a member of Oban Sportive, said: 
‘On behalf of myself, the rest of the committee 
and most importantly Chris, I am delighted to 
welcome Bell Ingram on board.

‘Chris would have been so proud of how this 
event is coming together so early in the year. He 
was determined to make this a top quality event 
and it is important for everyone involved that the 

Oban on the map as being home to one of the 
most challenging endurance events.’

The event is a collaborative project between 
North Argyll Cycle Club and Oban Rotary Club 
and all proceeds will go to local good causes.

Joanne Stennett, PR manager at the Bell Ingram 

Oban has been home to an athletic endurance 
event of this scale, which will no doubt create a 

for us to get involved.
‘Bell Ingram is proud to sponsor this event 

dedicated to Chris Bell who had made Oban 
his home and been a driving force in outdoor 
pursuits.’

The event will take place in September 2013 
and entrants can choose between the 52-mile 
Loch Avich route and 84-mile Kilmartin route.

Competitors can register through the webpage 
obansportive.co.uk.

CYCLING

Bell Ingram to sponsor Oban 
endurance cycling event

APPIN will once again be rep-
resented by its own shinty team, 
20 years after the sport was last 
played in the village.

The primary school-aged 
team will wear the traditional 
Appin colours of blue and white 

Ten children regularly attend 
training on Sunday mornings at 

The new Appin primary school shinty team. 15_t16appin01

Appin school shinty 
team will play in
traditional colours

YOUTH SHINTY

THIS week heralds the begin-
ning of the 2013 youth season 
when more than 55 teams across 
the country will compete in 
the Marine Harvest Under-17 
and Under-14 North and South 
Leagues. 

For the leagues’ sponsor, 
Marine Harvest, the year 2013 
also marks the 25th year of shinty 
sponsorship.

Its sponsorship over the past 
quarter of a century represents 
not only one of sport’s longest 
standing partnerships but also 
an investment in shinty of more 
than £500,000.

Alan Sutherland, managing 
director of Marine Harvest 
Scotland, said: ‘We’ve always 

ourselves and shinty, bearing 
in mind where we operate and 
where shinty is played. This was 
true back in 1988 and it’s still 
true 25 years later.’

In the Marine Harvest London 
Shield Under-17 leagues, 2012 
champions, Kinlochshiel, take 
on local rivals Skye and Oban 
Camanachd travel north to face 
Kilmallie. In the Marine Harvest 
Under-14 leagues, it’s Kyles 
Athletic against Milngavie and 
Bearsden and Strathglass host 
Lovat. 

SHINTY

25 years of 
sponsorship
for Marine 
Harvest

Primary School.
The team kit is sponsored by 

MacColl Appin Ltd and the 

money from Oban Cash for 

camans. 

A MOTION by Skye Camanachd 
to retain the current league 

considered by the Camanachd 
Association at its annual meet-
ing later this month.

Skye had called for a special 
general meeting of shinty’s 
governing body in a move to 
prevent league re-organisation, 
which would see the creation 
of a National Division One and 
the Orion Group Premiership 
reduced to eight teams from 10. 

Status quo
The motion by Skye to 

consider maintaining the status 
quo at April’s AGM has been re-
jected by the board, which said: 
‘Directors did not consider the 
proposed motion received from 
Skye as competent business for 
the AGM which is the annual 
business meeting about the per-
formance of the company.’

Skye’s motion had received the 

backing of premiership champi-
ons Newtonmore, among other 

Skye Camanachd secretary 
Keith MacKenzie said: ‘We are 
disappointed because we had 
made a fairly sound case to go 
before the AGM and we have 
demonstrated that we have sup-
port behind us for our proposals 
as well.

‘With respect to the board of 
directors, they’ve made it clear 
that the league reforms are the 
best course of action for shinty.

‘That might well be the case 
but we want to have our voice 
listened to. We feel that’s the 
most important thing and, if it is 
indeed the right course of action 
to take for shinty, then I don’t 
think the directors should be 
scared of putting it to a vote of 
member clubs.’

SHINTY

League structure motion 
will not be discussed by 
Camanachd Association

THIS month was the turn of 
Oban Squash Club to visit Fort 
William for their league match 
and the visitors returned south 
with the narrowest of wins.

trip north and this proved to be 
the case.

The tie came down to the last 

game, with Oban emerging as 
victors by 13 wins to 12.

Oban lead overall by seven 
points with four rounds remain-

on May 7.
League sponsors are Oban 

Filling Station and Simmers & 
Co. 

SQUASH

Close match as Oban pip Fort William 

This week's nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:
L Wilson, Ardfuar, Taynuilt
I Heap, Jura Road, Soroba, Oban
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Fixtures

Results

‘We have been playing every game like 
it was our last.’ - Garry MacPherson

MacTavish and 
Celtic Cup quarter 

Saturday 13 April

Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup Preliminary Round
Caberfeidh 4 - 1 Bute

Orion Group Premiership 
Fort William 0 - 3 Kingussie 
Inveraray2 - 0 Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic 2 - 0 Lochaber 
Lovat 4 - 0 Oban Camanachd 
Newtonmore 8 - 1 Kinlochshiel

Balliemore Cup 1st Round 
Skye 3 - 1 Inverness  
Strachur 1 - 0 Kilmory
Taynuilt 0 -2 Glasgow MA

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly 1 - 0 Kilmallie

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Lochside Rvrs 4 - 2 Oban Celtic  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Glengarry 2 - 3 Skye
Glenurquhart 3 - 0 Beauly
Kingussie 2 - 4 Fort William
Kinlochshiel 0 - 3  Newtonmore 
Lovat 3 - 1 Aberdeen University

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish 0 - 1 Kyles Athletic
Bute 2 - 3 Col Glen  
Inveraray 3 - 2 Aberdour
Tayforth  2 - 0 Glasgow MA

Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Boleskine  4 - 2 Strathglass
Inverness 0 - 5 Lochcarron 
Lochaber 4 - 0 Kilmallie 
Lochbroom  4 - 3 Lewis 
Strathspey 2 - 0 Caberfeidh 

Saturday 20 April
(All throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

Co-operative MacTavish Cup 
Quarter Finals
Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Graham Cameron
Kilmallie v Beauly   
Billy Wotherspoon
Lochaber v Lovat   
Innes Wood
Glenurquhart v Kinlochshiel  
Evan MacRae

AJG Parcels Celtic Society Cup 
Quarter Finasl
Inveraray v Aberdour  
Colin MacDonald - 3pm
Glenorchy v Oban Camanachd
David Mitchell 
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Ewan MacDonald 
Taynuilt  v Kyles Athletic   
Deek Cameron

Balliemore Cup 1st Round 
Strathglass v Caberfeidh  
Ronnie Campbell

Sutherland Cup 1st Round
Col Glen v The SCOTS  
Douglas Ferguson

Strathdearn Cup 1st Round
Aberdeen Uni  v Kilmallie  
Al Hunter
Fort William  v Lochaber  
Alex MacVicar

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Inverness v Skye   
Neil Ferguson

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Oban Celtic v Kilmory  
Dunkie Kerr - 3pm
Strachur v Lochside  
Ted McDonald 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Glengarry v Kingussie  
John MacLeod
Kinlochshiel v Skye   
Calum Girvan
Lovat v Glenurquhart  
John Angus Gillies
Newtonmore v Beauly  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Bute   
Euan Pearson
Inveraray v Ballachulish  
John MacGregor - 12pm
Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3 
Caberfeidh  v Lochcarron   
John Sloggie
Inverness v Lochbroom   
Rah Douglas - 12pm
Strathglass v Strathspey   
Archie Ritchie 

Camanachd Association
Youth Fixture
Friday 19 April
Marine Harvest
Under 14 League
Kingussie v Newtonmore
Fort William v Kilmallie
Skye v Kinlochshiel
Strathglass v  Lovat

Marine Harvest Under 14 
9-a-side League
Oban Celtic v Inveraray
Kyles v Milngavie
(at Dalmally)
Ballachulish v Oban Caman

Marine Harvest Under 17 
League - London Shield
Sunday 21 April
Fort William v Glasgow MA

Oban Camanachd’s Ian ‘Gussie’ Campbell and Lovat’s Lewis Tawse in a tussle for the ball during last 
Saturday’s Orion Premiership match at Balgate.  Photo: Neil Paterson Photography

Oban Celtic’s Neil Carmichael 
has to leave the field with 

blood streaming from a head 
would after an accidental clash 
during the game with Lochside 

Rovers. 07_t16derby03

Oban Celtic’s Kenny Wotherspoon gets a shot on target during 
the Oban derby match against Lochside Rovers.

Daniel Stewart and Gary Munro tussle during Saturday’s encoun-
ter at An Aird between Fort William and Kingussie. 20_f16shinty03

MUCH OF Strathspey will come 
to a standstill as local rivals 
KINGUSSIE and Newtonmore 

this season on Saturday.
Kingussie have had an up 

and down 2013 so far, but the 
MacTavish Cup second round 
match gives them a chance to get 
one over on their biggest rivals. 
A 3-0 away win against Fort 
William last weekend means 
they go into shinty’s biggest 
derby in good form.

Newtonmore will be favourites 
to defeat a young Kingussie side, 
but Kings manager Russell Jones 
said his side would be going for 
the win.

He said: ‘We’re looking forward 
to it. Obviously they will be hot 
favourites but we’ll never go into 
a game with Newtonmore not 
looking for the win.

‘It’s a cup game and a derby 
game, so anything can happen.’

Jones said he was hopeful Lee 
Bain and Rory Borthwick, who 
both missed the 3-0 win against 
Fort William last weekend, will 
recover from their injures in 
time to take part.

He said: ‘We’re hoping we’ll 
have everyone available for the 

NEWTONMORE manager 
PJ MacKintosh played down 
his side’s title of favourites for 
the derby against Kingussie on 
Saturday.

‘More will have the advantage 
of a home support at The Eilan 
for the MacTavish Cup game, 
but MacKintosh said he was 
expecting a close match.

He told The Oban Times:
‘There’s always a lot of 
excitement when you get the 
derby. It can’t come soon enough 
to be honest.

‘You couldn’t pick a winner. 
When Newtonmore play 
Kingussie there’s so many things 
that could happen.’

MacKintosh said his squad 

full strength for the match.
‘More go into the tie in 

good form, having thrashed 
Kinlochshiel 8-1 last weekend.

MacKintosh’s men were 6-0 
up by half time and continued 
scoring in the second half to 
buck the low-scoring trend seen 
across the Orion Premiership in 
2013.

MacKintosh said: In terms of 
the forwards, they did really well. 
The whole team played really 
well. If it was 10-0 they couldn’t 
have really complained.

‘We started really well, we 
showed a good attitude and we 
kept the game wide open.’

LOVAT travel to Spean Bridge 

operative MacTavish Cup clash 

demolishing Oban Camanachd 
4-0 in the Orion Group 
Premiership last weekend.

Coach Allan MacRae has no 
injury worries to contend with, 

Gordie MacDonald flicks the ball past Newtonmore’s Michael 
Russell during last Saturday’s game at the Eilan. Photo Stevie Tunstall

save for Jamie Matheson, who 
is yet to have a scan for knee 
ligament damage. Forward 
Calum MacAulay will be 
missing as he will be attending 
a wedding.

MacRae told The Oban 
Times: ‘It will be a hard game at 
Lochaber. We went down there 

and drew 0-0 so it will be tough.
‘We are settling into a bit of a 

rhythm but we know what it’s 
like away from home and on a 
tighter pitch Lochaber won’t be 
easy opponents.’

Lovat were slow to get into 
their stride against Oban in a 

Kevin Bartlett two minutes after 
the restart settled their rhythm.

A double from ace forward Greg 
Matheson inside eight minutes 
made the game safe before Owen 
Ferguson scored the fourth near 
the end.

LOCHABER interim manager 
Callum Cameron has promised 
his side will go out ‘all guns 
blazing’ as they look to kick 
start their season at home against 
Lovat this Saturday.

The Spean Bridge side has 
struggled in front of goal so far, 
having only hit the back of the 
net once in six league games. 

But Cameron will be hoping 
side can turn their form around 
and replicate last year’s run to 

He said: ‘We’ve got good 
memories of the MacTavish 

We owe our supporters a good 
performance at home so we’ll go 
out all guns blazing and try and 
get the monkey off our backs in 
terms of getting goals.

‘We’ve just got to remain 
positive and play our game. I 
don’t think Lovat have been 
beaten yet, but they’ve got to 
lose eventually and we’ve got 
to start scoring, so why not on 
Saturday?’

Cameron said he was pleased 

with his side’s efforts last 
weekend, despite going down 
2-0 away to Kyles.

He said: ‘As a team we defended 
well. We had six players missing 
and we brought in some younger 
boys. They  were giving away a 
lot in experience but they played 
really well.’

GLENURQUHART welcome 
Kinlochshiel to Drumnadrochit 
as both sides bid for a place in the 

MacTavish Cup.
Just two points separate the 

two sides in the league, and both 
will be looking to the cups for 
any chance of silverware this 
season.

‘Shiel narrowly won 2-1 when 

the sides met in the league in 
March, but Glen co-managers 
Fraser MacKenzie and Drew 
McNeil will be hoping home 
advantage can give them the 
edge this weekend.

An injury-hit Glen side lost 
out 2-0 away to unbeaten league 
leaders Inveraray last weekend. 

Lewis MacNicol scored in 
the 12th minute before Garry 
MacPherson sealed the win 20 
minutes from full time.

KINLOCHSHIEL will seek 
to banish memories of an 8-1 
league hammering at the hands 
of Newtonmore by booking 

operative MacTavish Cup. 
To do that Johnston Gill’s men 

must overcome Glenurquhart at 
Blairbeg Park - no easy tie at the 
best of times - without Duncan 
‘Ach’ MacRae and Fraser 
MacVicar, who are both injured. 
Jordan Fraser is also missing 
through work commitments and 
Finlay MacRae is doubtful with 
a hamstring strain. 

Gill accepts Saturday’s 
opponents have been inconsistent 
but is wary of their ability to turn 
around form very quickly.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Much 
like ourselves, Glenurquhart are 
up and down with results. But 
they could be ready to come out 
of their shell - they have good 
players and are a good side.’

‘We are just having to juggle 
our squad and if we lose two or 
three of our star men it makes it 

On the Newtonmore game he 
added: ‘Right from the start we 
did not get into the game at all. 
For Newtonmore it was the best 
they played all season. 

‘Everything they touched 
turned to gold.’

KILMALLIE go into battle 
against Beauly for the second 
successive week – this time in 
the Co-operative MacTavish 

The Caol men lost out 0-1 away 
last Saturday in Marine Harvest 
North Division One to a last gasp 
Marc MacLachlin strike, a result 
which saw Beauly join Kilmallie 
at the top of the league.

But now Duncan Kelly’s team 
has the chance for redemption 
– and with home advantage must 
be considered slight favourites 
to go through to the last four.

Kilmallie chairman Hugh 
MacIntyre told The Oban Times:
‘Beauly are a strong team and we 
won’t been taking any chances 

with them. Our team were short 
on Saturday and we did not play 
well. They deserved to win even 
although they did not get the 
goal until the last minute.

‘But this time we have home 

from that. As far as I know we 
have a full squad available and 
we are hoping for a good crowd 
to cheer us on.’

FORT WILLIAM have no 
game this weekend with the 

being played – and it may be no 
bad thing after their 0-3 home 
defeat to Kingussie on Saturday.

The Fort were without the 
injured Gordie Mackinnon, Liam 
MacIntyre and Sean Cameron 
but co-manager Adi Robertson 
still reckoned his team was 
strong enough to handle Kings 
– but failed to do so.

He told The Oban Times:
‘We did not perform - why I’m 
not sure - and did not deserve 
anything out of the game.

‘We came off a couple of decent 
results so it was quite surprising 
the way we played. We were 
poor and disappointing and fell 
short all over the park.’ 

GLENORCHY coach John 
Smith has played down the 
rivalry between his team and 
Oban Camanachd ahead of the 
Celtic Society Cup tie at The 
Mart on Saturday.

Traditionally a feisty encounter, 
Smith said Camanachd’s 
promotion to the premier league 
means there is more respect, 
and less animosity, between the 
teams.

He said: ‘It will be no different 
to any other game. We are going 
out to win but Taynuilt has 
become the derby game for us.

‘Camanachd have experience 
of playing against premier 
opposition every week but our 
lads have to believe in themselves 
and do the simple things well.

‘We need to take our chances 
and not give them any space to 
work in.’

With no game last weekend 
Glenorchy’s injury-hit squad has 
had an extra week to recover but 
there is still a long list of long-
term absentees.

OBAN CAMANACHD will 

MacMillan after he suffered 
a horror injury at Lovat last 
weekend.

The forward received 16 
stitches to a deep leg wound at 
Raigmore Hospital after he took 
the brunt of an opponent’s full 
swing during the 4-0 defeat.

Relieved his talisman had not 
broken his leg, manager Gussie 
Campbell said MacMillan would 
be out for at least three to four 
weeks.

Campbell said: ‘It was 0-0 at 
half time and a good game but 
they got a goal minutes into the 
second half and a lot of the boys 
were affected by what happened 
to Scott.

‘He will be a big miss because 
we have three very important 
games coming up, starting 
with Glenorchy in the Celtic 
Society Cup and then home 
games against Glenurquhart and 
Lochaber – they could be win or 
bust for us.

‘Scott is a massive player for us 
but we just have to get on with 
it and someone will need to step 
into his boots and show me what 
they can do.’

James MacMillan and Gavin 
Stobbart should return for 
Camanachd this weekend and 
youngster Malcolm Clark could 
be recalled after impressing last 
weekend.

INVERARAY player-manager 
Garry MacPherson admits his 
team feel more like heroes than 
zeroes after just six games into 
2013 season.

The Royal Burgh, who pre-
season were among the teams 
wary of relegation, now sit top 
of the Orion Group Premiership 
as they prepare to host South 
Division One Aberdour this 
weekend in the Celtic Society 

Cup. MacPherson said: ‘We 

the season and knew we could 
be contenders for relegation this 
year. On that basis we set out to 
put more effort into every game 
and that has produced results.

‘I think the boys have realised 
that we are not as bad as we 
thought and there is a renewed 

But MacPherson is all too 
aware of the sudden improvement 
in this weekend’s opponents. 
Aberdour, bottom of Marine 
Harvest South Division One last 
season have added experienced 
players to their ranks and should 
provide a test for Inveraray.

‘We have been playing every 
game like it is our last, and that 
is how we will treat the Aberdour 
game.’

Andrew McMurdo is 
suspended this weekend but 
Stuart Robertson’s recuperation 
is progressing and should 
feature. Young defender Ally 
Munro could also play a part.

KYLES ATHLETIC trainer 
James Perlich admits the 
Scottish Cup holders are keen to 
improve on last year’s showing 
in the Celtic Society Cup.

The Tighnabruaich men 

last season, losing to eventual 
winners Inveraray, but will be 

expecting to progress to the 
next round at Taynuilt’s expense 
when they travel to Lorn on 
Saturday.

Kyles got back to winning ways 
against Lochaber last weekend, 
following two consecutive 
defeats, thanks to a brace from 
talisman Roddy MacDonald.

Perlich said: ‘We had a good 

and determined Lochaber.
‘We should have converted 

more of our chances but we got 
the win.

‘David Zavaroni played well 
in the centre and Roddy took his 
goals well, while Donald Irvine 
was strong in defence.’

TAYNUILT manager Willie 
Gillies plans to put the fun back 
into training after seeing his 
lacklustre side go down 2-0 at 
home to GMA in the Balliemore 
Cup.

Gillies planned to work more 
on games and stick work, rather 

prepares his side for the almighty 
task of taking on Kyles Athletic 
in this weekend’s Celtic Society 
Cup.

He said: ‘Last weekend GMA 
were good but a few of our 
boys looked to have lost a bit of 
enthusiasm.

‘Gary Cameron was a warrior 
in goals and I thought George 
Reid was strong at the back but 
throughout the team I thought 
there was a lack of effort.

‘Team spirit is a big thing in 
shinty, especially when you are 
about to play one of the best 
teams in Scotland, so I want to 
put the fun back into it this week.

If the boys can keep their heads 
up and the team spirit high, we 
can score goals. Everyone is 
expecting Kyles to score, but are 
they expecting us to score?’

Ewan Neilson should be 
available this weekend, despite 
being hit in the eye last week.

BUTE will be looking to progress 
in the Celtic Society Cup this 
weekend after a disappointing 
4-1 defeat at Caberfeidh in the 
Camanachd Cup last Saturday.

And the islanders have been 
buoyed by the scheduling of a 

The Meadows for more than a 
month.

A James Craig goal was all 
Bute had to show for their long 
journey north.

Although they opened the 
scoring, an injury to Iain 
MacDonald and a tiring 
forwardline had the Bute defence 
under severe pressure and the 
visitors had no answer.

Teenagers Aaron Dunn and 
Adam Stirling came off the 
bench to try to stem the tide but 
despite promising performances 
from the youngsters Caberfeidh 
knocked in four second-half 
goals to progress to the next 
round.

OBAN CELTIC president 
David Hamilton says he expects 
a ‘positive reaction’ from his 
team against Kilmory this 
weekend after a disappointing 
derby defeat to Lochside Rovers 
last weekend.

An early Kenny Wotherspoon 
equaliser looked to settle Celtic 
down but by the time young 
Rory Bruce got his team’s 
second goal, with the scoreline 
4-1 against Celtic, the game was 
already over.

Hamilton said: ‘We never 
turned up. Whether it was the 
occasion of the derby, I don’t 
know, but we were second to 
every ball and Lochside seemed 
to want it more.

‘You can stand a couple of 
players having an off day but not 
everyone in the team.’

Celtic need a victory to restore 

the visit of a struggling Kilmory 
to Oban this Saturday could be 
just the tonic.

Centre Neil Carmichael, who 
sustained a head wound last 
Saturday, may not be able to play 
this weekend.

LOCHSIDE Rovers co-manager 
Andrew Pearson has praised his 
young team after they won the 
Oban derby 4-2 against Celtic.

Two goals each from Craig 
MacDougall and Shaun Morgan 
settled the tie and Pearson says 
the performance has given 

Saturday’s trip to Strachur.
He said: ‘I thought we played 

really well and looked completely 
different from the team that lost 
8-0 to GMA.

Pearson said he was 
particularly delighted with the 
performance of teenagers Chris 
MacMillan, George MacMillan, 
Scott Dempster and Dylan 
Cook, who came into the team 
last weekend.

Defender Josh Rippon will be 

after he sustained a knee injury 
with minutes to go in the game 
last weekend.

Keith MacMillan will also 
be absent through work 
commitments.

BALLACHULISH faced 

the 2013 league season against 
Kyles’ second team but were 
given a wake-up call by the 
Tighnabruaich men. 

Balla, playing at home, had 

squandered the half chances 
they managed to create.

The home crowd sensed that 
perhaps it may not be their day 

th

minute when Donald Wilson’s 

a shocked David MacPhee in 
the home goal to give Kyles the 
lead.

Ballachulish continued to 

through.

GLENGARRY will be looking 
to pick up their third home 
win of the season and jump up 
Marine Harvest North 2 when 
they welcome Kingussie this 
Saturday.

Garry manager Ewen Cameron 
told The Oban Times Kingussie 
would provide tricky opponents, 
despite them failing to win in six 
games so far.

He said: ‘You always get a 
tough game against Kingussie, 
they give you nothing for 
nothing. We’d like to get a home 
win though.’

Cameron said he was hopeful 
his squad would be close to full 
strength.

Garry came out second best 

game with Skye last weekend.
John Angus MacInnes gave 

Skye an early lead, but Steven 
Cameron drew the home side 
level after 30 minutes.

Angie MacDonald put Skye 
back in front with 15 minutes to 
play only to see Garry level once 
more through Daniel MacLennan 
in the 82nd minute. But seconds 
later MacDonald scored again to 
give Skye the win.

Cameron said: ‘It was very 
exciting, but I would have 
enjoyed it more if the result had 
gone our way. ’

SKYE Camanachd will look 
to get their Marine Harvest 
North Division 1 title challenge 
back on track by accounting for 
second bottom team Inverness 
on Saturday.

The islanders wil make the 
trip to the Highland capital 
still sitting in one of the three 
promotion places to the new 
National League Division 1.

But Willie MacRae’s men lie 

Kilmallie and Beauly and will 
want no more slip ups with 
Caberfeidh breathing down their 
necks in fourth.

Speaking while on holiday in 
Barcelona on Monday, MacRae 
said a win was vital.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
a big game, but Beauly beating 
Kilmallie is a bit of bonus for 
us. ‘If we win our game in hand 
the gap is just three points and 
Kilmallie still have to come to 
Portree twice – so it is back in 
our hands. 

‘But we have to get the win 
on Saturday – we can’t afford 
to drop any more points now 
because Beauly are good team 
too and are going well.’
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Weather
Thursday Rain
 Winds strong, westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light, westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 9ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate, south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 18, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.58 2.0 10.35 2.8 17.20      1.8        22.49     2.9
Fri  06.16 2.0 13.10 2.7 18.25      1.8         **.**       *.*
Sat  00.45 2.9 07.51 1.9 14.25      2.9        19.32      1.7
Sun  02.17 3.0 09.01 1.7 15.10      3.1        20.33     1.5
Mon  03.09 3.3 09.44 1.4 15.48 3.3        21.25     1.2
Tues  03.51 3.5 10.21 1.1 16.23 3.5 22.10     0.9
Wed  04.29 3.8 10.55 0.9 16.56 3.7 22.53      0.6
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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Glencruitten

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

RUGBY

‘We’ve been training 
five nights a week 
for about a month in 
preparation for the final’

LAST weekend’s result:
Dumbarton Riverside 2, Under 
13s 4. On target for Saints were 
Martin Rennie (2), Craig Easton 
and Couper Munt.

Kelvin United v Under 13s; 
Drumchapel v Under 14s; Under 
15s v Kilpatrick; Lenzie Colts 
Thistle v Under 16s.

YOUTH FOOTBALL

THE  Marie Curie Shield played 
in windy conditions on Sunday 
14 April: Mens –1 Paul Brown 
30 points; 2 Ewan MacCrone 
28 points; 3 Mike Cmpbell 
27 points. Ladies was won by 
Catherine Ann MacCrone 27 
points.

Junior April Medal played on 
18 April: 1 Lewis Wilshire,70-
09-61; 2 Lewis Brown 79-17-62; 
3 Ross MacCrone 77-13-64.

GOLF

Tobermory

April: 1 Calum Munro 62 65 
(127); 2 David Thomson 60 67 
(127); 3 Robert MacLarty 62 
67 (129).

Cattanach, David Howie, Mark 
Henricksen, Andrew Diggory, 
Fraser Inglis, Jim Carmichael, 
Calum Munro, Ian MacMillan.
Ladies: Coronation Foursomes 

9 April: 1 Sandra Elliott, Moira 
MacVicar 29 pts (30); 2 Cathie 
Henderson, Lucy Beaton 28 pts 
(29);  3rd:  Ann Urwin, Eileen 
Hill 27 pts (33).

Taynuilt

Good luck to the Green Machine

its awesome forward pack, 
nicknamed the Green Machine, 

The Oban side has one of the 
heaviest packs in amateur rugby 
- a combined 154 stones aver-
ages as 19 stone per player - and 
is heavier than the Scottish team 

-
tions Championship.

The pack, which has been the 
bedrock of a successful season 
so far, will therefore need to 

against Grangemouth Stags, 
who won the Caledonia Division 
2 Midlands league last weekend 
with a 73-0 win over Fife South-
ern.

Club president Dee Bradbury 

the home of Scottish rugby, the 
players have already created 
a piece of history but it would 
mean everything to the club if 
we could bring the bowl back to 
Oban. 

‘The occasion will be all the 

anniversary season and we want 
our fans to create a sea of green 
in the stand.’

Every one of the 22-man squad, 
which was due to be announced 
on Tuesday night, will do their bit 
to bring home the silverware but 
key to Oban’s success could be 
the performance of the forward 

The Oban Lorne Green Machine will be key to silverware success this weekend. 15_t16heavy02

pack. Flanker Andy MacDougall 

the second heaviest player in the 
pack. I am three quarters of a 
stone heavier now but I am also 
the second lightest!

‘Our front row is Tommy Suth-
erland (23 stone), Liam Burns 

(18 stone), so they make a big 
impact in the scrums.’

who works in his family’s 
removals company, revealed the 
club’s recruitment policy. ‘We 
keep an eye for out for the bigger 
guys around the town. A couple 
of the boys met Tommy at a bank 
machine.

‘In my job I get to meet a lot 
of people moving into the town, 
so we usually get chatting about 
rugby.’

One disadvantage to carrying 
those huge frames is getting 

pitch but the club, which plays 
its home games at Glencruitten, 

pitches during away matches 
this season.

Goal kicker Craig Wright will 
also have the opportunity to 
warm up his boot on the Mur-

the game.
Craig’s brother and teammate, 

Allan, who is also Argyll and 
Bute’s rugby development 

about a month in preparation 

30 guys at training. However, 

of 22, so some people will be 
disappointed.’

travel through to Edinburgh on 
Friday night.

noon on Saturday. 
Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 

Russell has wished the team 
luck, adding that he was disap-
pointed he could not make the 
game. He said: ‘I hope they have 
reinforced the pitch at Murray-

in Scottish rugby!’

available from Oban Sports 
Shop.

Pictured are some of the business owners who took part in the annual Corporate Golf Day at Glencruitten. 15_t16golf01

LOCAL businesses owners who have supported Glencruitten Golf 
Club were invited  to the club’s third annual Corporate Golf Day. 

The scramble competition, held last Friday at the Oban course, 
was well attended with 21 teams of four playing.

Winning team

Memorials and third was Breedon Aggregates.

Corporate Day held at Glencruitten Golf Club
Club captain John MacKinnon said the competition had become 

a valuable fundraiser for the club.
He added: ‘It is also a good way for local business people to net-

work and get together to enjoy a good day out.
‘The club really appreciates the support of the local community.’

GOLF

AT THE recent Macaulay 
Association  AGM Mr 
Donald Skinner stood down as 
President, a post he has held for 
a number of years as he is
leaving the Oban area.
The members elected Mr 

Fraser Inglis as the new 
president.
Fraser is  well known and 

respected in shinty circles hav-
ing played at the highest level 
and the Macaulay Association 
are sure he will be an asset to 
the Association.

SHINTY

Macaulay 
Association elect 
new president

MALCOLM MacKillop had 
the lowest score on Saturday 
with a score of 69 - 10 = 59 in 

and the Monthly Medal at 
Glencruitten Golf Club.
 In second place were Steven 

McCuish 76 - 16 = 60 and 
Kenny Devine 74 - 14 = 60.
Donald Campbell had a net 

score of 61 and Finlay Sinclair, 
Scott Jordan and George Currie 
had net scores of 62. Kenny 
MacCallum had the lowest 
gross score 65 - 2 = 63.

Saturday and also the Lifeboat 
Competition.

been forced to defend the repu-
tation of female racing drivers 
after Sir Stirling Moss claimed 
women did not have the mental 
strength to compete in Formula 
One.

In a BBC radio documentary 
aired on Monday evening, the 
racing legend said he did not 
believe women had the right 
psychology for Formula 1 rac-
ing.

He added: ‘I think they have 
the strength, but I don’t know if 
they’ve got the mental aptitude 
to race hard, wheel to wheel. 

‘The trouble is, when you’re 
racing, it’s pretty tiring.’

The 83 year old, who never 
won an F1 championship, added: 
‘We’ve got some very strong and 
robust ladies but, when your life 
is at risk, I think the strain of that 
in a competitive situation will 
tell. The mental stress I think 

lady to deal with in a practical 
fashion. 

‘I just don’t think they have 
aptitude to win a Formula One 
race.’

Susie, who last year joined the 
Williams F1 team as a training 
driver, said: ‘It makes me cringe, 

hearing that. I don’t know where 
to start. 

‘I’ve got a lot of respect for Sir 
Stirling and what he achieved, 
but I think we’re in a different 
generation.’

Susie defends reputation
of female racing drivers

MOTOR RACING

Oban racing driver Susie Wolff.
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Rain and wind didn’t prevent some runners notching impressive performances at the Lochaber Marathon on Sunday, which saw the 
women’s record smashed. A small number of locals took part in the race cheered on by a home support huddled into the stand at An 
Aird to avoid the worst of the weather. Overall race winner Robert Gilroy of Cambuslang Harriers finished more than 12 minutes clear 

of the field to take his second victory in three years in the event. Dumfries Joanna Zakrzewski finished second overall, taking more 
than four minutes off the women’s record, which had stood for 15 years. The pair are pictured with the trophy after the race. For a full 

report and photos from the day, see the sports section. 20_f16marathon02

preparations before setting off on a second marathon 
charity motorbike challenge - a 10,000-mile trip to 
Moscow and back.

John Bryden will set off from his Craiglea home on 
July 4 and head for Russia using only a 10 horsepower 
bike to raise money for Kirsty’s Kids, the charity he 
and his wife Jan set up in memory of their daughter 
Kirsty.

Kirsty died in a car crash on the A830 in 2010, aged 
20.

He will head to Hull to get a ferry to the Netherlands, 
before travelling to the most northern tip of Europe in 
Norway, then Sweden, Finland and on to the Russian 
capital. On his way back to Lochaber the former 
policeman will visit Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Germany, France and England.

Mr Bryden - who has lost three stones in preparation 
-  told The Oban Times the trip would be an ‘endurance 
challenge’. He said: ‘I’ll be mostly sleeping where I 
can, pitching my tent by the roadside. If I break down 

Strontian fireman 
quizzed over blaze
been questioned by police about 
the blaze which destroyed acres 
of land near the village earlier 
this month.

The 39 year-old, named 
locally as David MacKay, 
was taken into police custody 
and held over the weekend by 

at Glen Tarbet on April 1.

said: ‘A report was submitted 

Fort William concerning a 
39-year-old man. The report 
remains under consideration by 

without appearing in court. He 
has been in custody.’

As well as being a retained 

well-known piper and recently 
played at the opening of the 
new Lochaline Fire Station. The 

homes in Strontian and came 

across the Highlands.

a unique endurance challenge to raise 
money for charity.

Inverlochy man Chris Findlay, along with 

complete the Three Peaks Challenge, and 
the pair have decided to cycle the 96-mile 
West Highland Way on the way.

They will climb Snowdon in Wales, then 
Scafell Pike before cycling from Milngavie 
and Fort William to scale Ben Nevis, all in 
the space of 48 hours.

Mr Findlay, 45, told The Oban Times: ‘I 
was going to cycle the West Highland Way 

from there. 
‘I’ve done the Great Glen Way before and 

‘It seemed like a good idea at the time!

‘I don’t think anyone has done this 
before. 

‘People usually do the Three Peaks or 
the West Highland Way, not both of them 
together.

‘I’ve been out running most nights and 
going to the gym, and me and Ricky are 
planning to go up Ben Nevis this week.

‘I’m looking forward to it, but it’s not 
going to be easy.’

Money raised for the feat, which is due to 
be held on May 30 and 31, will be donated 
to the Scottish Burned Children’s Club and 
Help for Heroes.

Last year, Mr Findlay cycled the Great 

Hospice.

A PARTIAL shutdown at Rio 
Tinto Alcan’s Lochaber Smelter 
has been averted with days to 
spare after heavy rain melted 
much of the mountain snow 
pack.

of dams and pipes stretching 
from the headwaters of the River 
Spey to Fort William had reached 
critically low levels following 
prolonged dry weather.

Low temperatures delaying the 
snowmelt and frozen or dried up 
burns added to concerns over 
reservoir water levels.  

But this week’s deluge has 

production of aluminium can 
continue - to the relief of factory 
bosses.

According to sources close 
to the plant, today (Thursday) 
would have been ‘D-day’ for a 
shut down of 25 of the smelter’s 
80 reduction cells had the rain 
not come.

Lochaber Smelter Spokes-

person Jim Beattie declined to 
comment on that information, 
but said all cells were in produc-
tion ‘and will remain so’.

He told The Oban Times on 
Tuesday: ‘There had been no 
decisions taken. 

‘The situation was under 
review and had been for several 
weeks, and it is fortuitous that 
the rain has come. 

‘Our prayers have been 
answered. The Spey dam is 
spilling today and Laggan [dam] 
is starting to come up as well. 

back from the Spey and said 
there’s still a lot of snow at the 
back of Aonach Mor - so that 
will all be to come yet.’

Huge amounts of energy 
are required for the smelting 

Marathon runner smashes Lochaber record

John Bryden: set for another marathon 
motorbike challenge. 

I’ll keep pushing the bike until hopefully someone 
comes along and helps me out. If people want to come 
and do part of the way with me that would wonderful, 
and if someone wants to give me a room for the night 
it would be greatly appreciated. I’m hoping to raise 

when I get to Russia, and we’ve already had a donation 

and Malaysia, so word is getting out there.’
Before he sets off, a ceremony will be held to mark 

the second anniversary of Kirsty’s Kid, which has so 

the world. Mr Bryden added: ‘We want to inspire 
children and young adults to get out there, and I hope 
this trip will show that you can make a big difference 
with very little.’

In 2011, Mr Bryden circumnavigated Great Britain’s 
coastline on his low-powered machine, raising more 

By RICHARD HADDOCK

process, which is only viable 
at Fort William because the 
plant produces its own hydro 
electricity.

turbines cannot operate at full 
capacity or produce enough 
power for the cells - large, steel, 
carbon lined furnaces operating 
at 970°C to turn alumina into 
metal.

Buying in power from the 
National Grid to make up the 
shortfall is not thought to be an 
option because of the prohibitive 
cost.

Two weeks ago The Oban 
Times revealed the factory 
could face potential production 

rainfall.
The plant employs around 180 

people directly, with many more 

It is Scotland’s last working 
aluminium smelter.

 See leader page 10.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Heavy rain        
saves
smelter from 
shutdown
Lochaber plant days away 
from production loss

Father saddles up for second charity bike 
challenge in memory of daughter Kirsty

Chris Findlay, pictured in front 
of Ben Nevis, is preparing for 
his unique charity challenge. 

20_f16chris01

Unique bid to tackle Three 
Peaks and Way in 48 hours

Fort athletes defy Boston bombings

Diver dips into 
Morvern for world 
record attempt
MORVERN will be the scene 
for a new diving world record 
attempt next month.

Forfar man Lee Robertson 
will plunge into Lochaline 
Harbour to try and set a new 
mark for the longest open seas 
cold water dive. The 47-year-old 

below the surface, with liquids 
and spare oxygen tanks brought 
down to him by a support team 
in a boat above. 

Mr Robertson told The Oban 
Times
to try and break the record and 
hopefully it will also highlight 
Scotland as a diving location 
I’ve dived all over the world 
and the west coast offers great 
places for diving. Lochaline 
has excellent facilities and the 
new pontoon means I’ll be able 
to have my team on hand and 
ready to respond.’

Morvern Community Devel-
opment Company development 

said: ‘Hopefully this will bring 
some exposure to Lochaline 
Harbour.’ 

Mr Robertson’s previous 
attempt at the record last year 
saw him in the water for seven 
hours and 12 minutes before 
running into technical issues. 
The current record stands at 13 
hours and four minutes.

TWO LOCHABER Athletic 
Club runners have refused to let 
the Boston Marathon bombings 
deter them from competing in 
the London Marathon.

Niall MacBeath and Ally 
Kennedy will today (Thursday) 

after the Boston atrocity which 
left three people dead and more 

told The Oban Times: ‘As far 
as I’m concerned I didn’t even 
cross my mind not to go down. 

down and getting a good time.
‘Our thoughts are with the 

people in Boston who died and 

‘We’ll be thinking of them 
during the race.’

Will be holding the 
following surgeries:

Friday 19th April   11.00-1145am
Fort William Service Point

Friday 19th April   12.15-1.00pm
Caol Community Centre

Friday 19th April   3.00-3.45pm
Mallaig Community Centre

DAVE 
THOMPSON
MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch (SNP)

To allow constituent to discuss matters they wish 
to raise - no appointment necessary
Constituency Office:

Thorfin House, Bridgend 
Business Park, Dingwall, 

Ross-shire IV15 9SL
Tel 01349 864701

Email: dave.thompson.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

www.davethompsonmsp.org
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Isle of Skye dance group ‘Dannsairean an Eilein Sgitheanaich’ had 
a successful trip to the Le-Ellen festival in Inverness on Saturday.
The event attracted 236 dancers, including 15 attending Karen 

Rankin’s school in Skye, who all credited themselves.  Main Skye 
prizewinners were Gemma Taylor, novice trophy for her age 

group and overall Le-Ellen novice; Karen Mackinnon, beginner 
trophy for her age group and overall Le-Ellen beginner trophy 

and Holly Tait, above, Le-Ellen Intermediate Trophy. 

Ballachulish shinty 
players ‘pull’ together
BALLACHULISH shinty players of all 
ages came together to raise funds for the 
club by pulling an old minibus through the 
village.

Players from primary age youngsters to 
retired club members rallied together to get 
sponsorship for the bus pull.

Balla player Davie Campbell said: ‘The 
funds raised by this event will go directly 
to the cost of hiring minibuses for all the 
teams as they travel away to compete.

‘The rain broke for what was a high 
spirited team effort, a daunting task made 
easy by all pulling together. Ballachulish 
Shinty Club would like to thank those who 
donated so generously.’

Man quizzed over 
Fort break-ins
A 46 YEAR-old man has been 
questioned following a break-in 
at a clothes shop and cafe in 
Fort William.

The man, who is not local, 

the break-in and theft at the 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill at 
Nevis Bridge on Monday night.

A report will be made to the 
Procurator Fiscal, and police 
said inquires were ongoing to 
discover the value of any goods 
taken.

Correction
ROBERT Cairns is the 
chairman of the Lochaber 
Archaeological Society, not 
Lochaber Historical Society as 
stated in an article in last week’s 
edition. 

The Oban Times apologies for 
the error.

Bike star releases 
new video clip
DUNVEGAN’S street stunt 
bike star Danny MacAskill 

of his new video, ‘MacAskill’s 
Imaginate’. 

The clip, entitled ‘In the 
balance’, follows Danny to 
California to sort out a career-
threatening back problem.

Scottish Ski Club (Lochaber Section) junior training ski instructors have picked Corpach youngster Archie MacIntyre as ‘most 
improved beginner’ of the season. As well as being awarded the trophy, Banavie Primary School pupil Archie, aged seven, will receive 

a season pass for next season.  Committee member Isobel MacKenzie told The Oban Times: ‘We are always delighted to make this 
award because it recognises the achievements of our young skiers. We hope Archie carries on ski-ing in future.’ 

First salmon harvest from 
new Barra fish farm
THE FIRST salmon to be grown at Marine 

been harvested almost a year after the plant 
came on stream.

‘open sea’ farms commissioned to meet 
increasing world demand. Together with 
its shore base at Ardveenish, it employs six 
people. 

Cash help for 
training
WESTERN Isles Council is 
offering cash help for appren-
ticeship training in the Western 
Isles construction industry.

Funding will depend on the 
number of eligible applications 
received and will be paid on a 

details contact fmaciver@
cne-siar.gov.uk. 

A FORT William woman lost 
control of her car on the A82 

over and end up on its side.
Cerrie Ann Cameron, of 28 

Grant Place, Claggan, was found 
guilty of driving without due 
care and attention by failing to 
negotiate a bend on the road on 
October 19. The 25-year-old’s 

A FORT William man who caused a horror crash 
with a cyclist while driving at 67mph in the town 
has been jailed for 10 months.

And Graham Douglas was also banned from 
driving for three and a half years after the accident 
which saw student Andrew MacLeod lose the 
lower part of his right leg.

A jury found the 29 year-old guilty after a six 
day trial at Fort William Sheriff Court last month.

The jury heard neither Douglas or MacLeod 
had clear memories of the event, but that police 
investigations showed the car had been travelling 
at ‘at least’ 67 mph just seconds after the collision, 
which occurred at the junction of Lundavra Road 
and Connachie Road on March 7, 2011.

Defence solicitor Donald MacLeod QC said he 
accepted the jury’s verdict that Douglas’ speed 
had played a role in the crash.

But, he said, evidence suggested Andrew 
MacLeod had pulled out into the path of Douglas’ 
Subaru Impreza.

He said: ‘It is curious how the cyclist did not see 
or hear this car. The noise of the car coming up the 
hill would have been easily heard.

‘It is clear the cyclist must have emerged without 
stopping.’

Sentencing, Sheriff Noel McPartlin said: 
‘Sentencing is not a simple matter in this case. 
You were convicted by the jury of driving your car 
dangerously and causing the car to collide with the 
cyclist who was severely injured.’

Sheriff McPartlin said MacLeod may have been 
partially responsible, but Douglas’ driving had 
been ‘dangerous’.

He continued: ‘The penalty for this depends 
primarily on how bad the driving was, rather than 
scale of the outcome.

‘What this case shows is that there are grave 
dangers when anyone drives on our streets at 
excessive speed.’

Workshop help 
with emergency 
planning
A WORKSHOP to help 
Lochaber residents prepare for 
emergency situations is being 
held in Fort William today 
(Thursday).

The Highland Council-run 
Community Resilience 
Workshop aims to teach locals 
on how best to prep for bad 
weather, power failures or water 
outages. Information displays, 
equipment and advice from 
experts will all be on offer.

Lochaber Provost Allan 
Henderson said: ‘Recent heavy 
snowfalls in the south of 
Scotland have highlighted how 
vulnerable communities are and 
how necessary it is for everyone 
to be prepared. Being prepared 
for the unexpected and making 
your community more resilient 
is what this workshop is all 
about.’

The event runs from 3pm-7pm 
in the Council Chamber, 
Lochaber House.

THREE charity fundraisers turned out to be not so super 
after all when they were forced to abandon an attempted 
climb on Ben Nevis due to inadequate clothing.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team came across the men in 
full Superman costumes on their way down the mountain 
after they decided to abort their ascent due to conditions 

LMRT team leader John Stevenson told The Oban Times: 
‘We had another job on and when they boys were heading up 
the hill they bumped into three guys coming down dressed 

raising money for charity.
‘I think they’d got so far up and realised they weren’t ap-

propriately dressed, and turned back.’

Mr Stevenson said the fact the men were ill-prepared 
for climbing the Ben in the current conditions showed 
some people are still unaware of the risks presented by the 
Lochaber mountain. He said: ‘We’re doing our best to get 
the message out there, but it seems it is not getting through 

still covered in snow, it’s still in the grip of winter.’

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Locked up: Graham Douglas jailed for causing 
the crash. 10_f16douglas01

The sentence was backdated to November 22 
when Douglas was taken into custody.

Douglas, of 12 Linnhe Road, was jailed for a 
further month after admitting failing to appear for 
trial in November. The court previously heard he 
was working in Las Palmas when the trial was due 
to be heard.

Mr MacLeod QC said it was ‘not an attempt to 
escape justice’.

He said: ‘He did not fully understand the 
inconvenience caused by his non-appearance.’

Horror 
crash driver 
jailed for   
10 months
Cyclist lost lower leg after being hit by car 
being driven at 67mph through town

Ill prepared charity walkers forced to abandon Ben Nevis climb

Archie slopes away with ski-ing trophy

uncle, John Cameron, was a 
passenger in the car and was left 
with a collapsed lung and broken 
ribs after the crash.

Cameron claimed she lost 
control of her Citroen Xsara 
Picasso after hitting a pothole on 
the wet road.

But Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said there was no evidence 

of any potholes, and if there had 
been Cameron should have been 
able to keep the car on the road. 

She said: ‘Even if there was 
a pothole you would expect a 
competent driver to be able to 
deal with it.’

penalty points.

Climbers airlifted 
off Ben Nevis
THREE climbers were airlifted 
from Ben Nevis after becoming 
stuck on a crag.

The group called for assist-
ance after running into trouble 
on Tower Ridge on Friday 
afternoon. Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team were called out 
but the trio were picked up by 
an RAF rescue helicopter.

The men, who are not local, 
did not require any medical 
assistance.

A SKYE village’s sporting 
facilities are set for a major 
upgrade after plans to develop 

go-ahead by councillors.

behind the local primary school, 
will be extended to a 90metre by 
50 metre football pitch with an 
adjacent 54m by 20m training 
area.

The proposals gained 

attracting 56 comments all in 
support.

The poor state of the current 
surface means local clubs often 
have to travel to other parts of 
Skye to train or play matches.

Local youth football coach 
Roddy Macleod said: ‘A new 

community as a whole. 
‘The Sleat and Strath football 

team would have much better 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Woman lost control of car on bend

AN ONLINE petition against proposed 
changes to fares for Lochaber’s busiest ferry 

Some 579 people had signed up to oppose 
radical change to the fare system for the 
Corran Ferry by Tuesday afternoon.

Highland Council’s proposals include 
introducing a smart card payment scheme 
as well as giving car drivers unlimited travel 
for £40 a month.

However, some locals are unhappy with 
plans to increase the price of a single 
crossing and to remove free travel for 
disabled passengers.

Councillor Andrew Baxter created the 

online petition, and has also sent out paper 
versions to villages across the area.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The proposals 
are unsuitable, unfair and unjust to people 
who use the ferry. By my calculations, 
someone travelling on the ferry once a week 
would pay an extra £170 a year.

‘There is a disproportionate effect on 
people who are less frequent users of the 
ferry.’

Some have also expressed fears the 
increase for a single crossing will deter 
tourists from visiting Ardgour, Morvern and 
Ardnamurchan.

In a letter to Charles Kennedy MP and 

Dave Thompson MSP, Strontian bed and 
breakfast owners Richard and Jacqueline 
Laybourne said: ‘It is our belief that the 
proposals would kill the communities served 
by that ferry. 

‘Many of us depend on tourism for our 
livelihoods; we already see tourists turn up 
at the ferry queue, spot the ferry price, and 
turn around.

‘The proposed changes will kill tourism on 
the peninsula.

‘Delivery costs will increase across the 
board. Prices in the few shops will increase.

Those who are unable to drive will face 
increases in public transport costs.’

Skye girls dance off 
with festival trophies

facilities, the Broadford youth 
club would be able to use this 
new facility to host ‘fun days’ 
or sporting events for the 
community and the island.

‘More people would attend 
events and we wouldn’t have 
to travel 30-odd miles to play a 
game of football.’

Active Schools co-ordinator 
Sarah Ross said the development 
could see more locals taking part 
in sport.

She said: ‘This development 
could lead to an increase in 
the number of new activities 
running in the area, by providing 
a safe and suitable area to do 
so, increasing activity levels 
in not only school pupils but 
community members.’

Highland Council’s north 
planning applications committee 
approved the application at 
a meeting in Inverness on 
Tuesday. 

upgrade gets go-ahead

Online Corran Ferry fare petition 
attracts hundreds of signatures

NO TRACE has been found of a Fife man 
missing in the Cuillins despite a massive 
search effort.

Oliver Smith, 33, was last heard from at 
noon on Saturday, April 6, when he sent a 
text to his wife from high up 3,045ft Bla 
Bheinn.

Skye, Glenelg, Kintail, RAF Kinloss and 
RAF Leuchars mountain rescue teams, 
police, SARDA dogs and local coastguards 
were all involved in trying to locate Russian 
lecturer Dr Smith, from Cupar.

Skye MRT leader Gerry Ackroyd told The 
Oban Times the search operation had been 

scaled down but Skye and Kintail teams 
were out over the weekend.

He said: ‘Nobody has come forward to 
say they have seen a person matching his 
description. 

something turns up.’

‘Yes’ campaign 
launched on Skye
THE YES campaign for Skye 

Sabhal Mor Ostaig, the Gaelic 
college in Sleat, last night 
(Wednesday).

Main speaker was Allan 
Riach, Professor of Scottish Lit-
erature at Glasgow University, 
who outlined why independence 
was vital for the Highlands and 
Scotland.

Trad music stars Ingrid 
Henderson, Margaret Stewart 
and Diamh piper Angus 
MacKenzie revealed why they 
would be voting ‘yes’.

No trace of missing man despite massive search

A82 Pulpit Rock 
Improvement
– Alternative road 
closure programme

A public information day is being held 
on Tuesday 24 April to give people an 
opportunity to view information on the 
proposed alternative closure programme to 

week full road closure at Pulpit Rock.

In an effort to mitigate the impact of road 

alternative programme utilising overnight 
closures to reduce full road closure to 
under a week during December.

Anyone with an interest is invited to come 
along to speak with representatives of both 
Transport Scotland and the contractor at 
the information day.

More information can be found at:
www.transportscotland.gov.uk/

A82+Pulpit+Rock

Ardlui Hotel, Ardlui
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THE LEADER of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar has said the air 
services cut from Barra and the 
Uists will be restored – if some-

invited Barra councillor Donald 

forced the Western Isles council 
to divert cash away from the air 

restore any services hit by recent 

His comments came after Mr 
-

OBAN Railway Station is one 
-

The scheme, which will be 

Railway station 
barriers funding

from Kentallen to Oban Sheriff 

without a licence or insurance 

The court heard Puttick had 
been with friends in Portsonach-

The three had some drinks there 
then started to return to their 

Jamieson said: ‘The accused lost 

-
iff Brian Cameron banned him 

ordered him to sit an extended 

Waiter walked 
marathon distance 
to be fined

TV chef opens new 
Crianlarich hotel

-

between Callander and Crian-

has been relaunched as Mhor 84, 
an extension of the Mhor chain 

much success in the Callander 

Chef Tom Lewis refurbished 

business, which he describes as 

The cast members are pictured above with their trophies and wearing their Easter bonnets and hats.

for the services, a move which 
has directly or indirectly seen 

connections between Stornoway, 

Review
-

‘Nobody wanted to cut any of 

of do we want to cut it, it was we 

-

‘It was clear from the com-
munity consultation that the 

Government intended for the air 

to other council services after the 
Scottish Government removed 

be withdrawn if used for other 

the Scottish Government re-

Delighted

the money was found without af-

Mr Manford had on Monday 
launched a fresh attack at the 

air services will be restored
-

will be lost while the council 

to reconsider its decision to axe 

-

order that alternative forms of 

Parishioners to vote on 

PARISHIONERS at one of 

and Oban Parish, but is the only 
one not owned by the Church of 

Church members will meet in 
Glencruitten Church Centre on 

leads service at Christchurch, as 
well as Glencruitten and Kilmore 

‘We are now faced with the 

funds and there is only so much 

Rev Cameron said the build-

THE CHAIRMAN of Oban 

the isles as he stood down this 

term on the board of directors, 

He added: ‘We have started 

community services and build a 

-
ceeded by David Entwistle, a 
former assistant director of so-
cial services in Salford, who has 
retired to the area and will chair 

Mike Hawke, who was also 

and welcomed new directors 
Catherine Carswell, Stafford 
Day, Catherine Black and Joyce 

Tollan said the total raised by 

Review could affect x-ray services

could see a reduction in the 

‘There are a number of reasons, 
both local and national, as to 

-

whom are on call one week in 
-

recruits into our service in view 

-

and the amount of out of hours 

Currently, six community hos-

x-ray services, Dunoon, Islay, 
-

x-rays as well as ultrasound and 

-
-

NEWSDESKS
Oban

01631 568000
Fort William

01397 703003

Little Nicola Morrison, left, her older sister Emma, centre, and cousin Catriona McKillop were among the youngsters who made
delicious treats at Oban Chocolate Company last weekend. The children’s workshops, organised by the chocolate shop and cafe, were

led by Catriona McInnes and taught the children about how chocolate is made and where its ingredients come from. 15_t16chocolate01

PROPOSALS to end sheriff and 

-

Under the Scottish Court 

be heard in Dumbarton instead 

The controversial move would 

-

Unlike Oban, sheriff courts 
at Stornoway, Lochmaddy and 
Portree will continue to hear all 

and Bute, which include the clo-
sure of Rothesay Sheriff Court, 

authority, councillors and Alan 

and Scottish education minister 
Michael Russell, said he would 

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Fred Hall, a former 

He said: ‘If an incident 

Hebrides, the victim, accused 

-
lems, family care issues, cost 

-

Edward Thornton, Dean of the 
local Faculty of Solicitors, also 

-

-
cil member of the Law Society, 

-

Woman charged 
with starting 
moorland fire

moorland between Connel and 

control for most of the day 
and threatened homes on 
the outskirts of Oban, above 

PLANS to extend and 

new onshore toilet and shower 

Underwater 
search fails to find 
missing visitor

from Leicester, had visited the 

and last week had his boat 

The Oban Times understands 
his brother in law, who had been 
on holiday with him, left on 

but the alarm was not sounded 
until last Wednesday, when he 

week its marine underwater unit 
had carried out an extensive 
search of the area but no body 

Emergency teams 
and residents 
praised

EMERGENCY teams and 
residents of Kintyre have been 

severe weather conditions that 
cut off Kintyre from the rest of 

Sally Loudon, chief executive 

McEwan, Police Scotland, and 

-

By EUAN PATERSON
seem to only take into account 
travel from Oban to Dumbarton 

that travel costs would increase 
but stated there was only an 

attendance at one of the central-

occurrence, and that the scenario 
of accused, victim and witness 

be the reality for anyone from an 
island location who has to attend 

‘The venues chosen to host 

‘We have consulted with the 

and Bute Council and other court 

-

Campbeltown berth extension plan

Outrage at plan                   
to end sheriff 
and jury     
trials in Argyll

Floods of tributes have been made to Onorio 
Di Ciacca, known as Norie, whose son Renato 

Renato said: ‘He always had time to listen to 

boats that berth on the north 

that accommodates all our 
industries and tourism activities 

who are essential to the safety 

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 

-

by Jo Smith was due to be heard 
this week, but was called off at the 

tribunal cancelled, but the deal 
-

The council sacked Ms Smith 

-

A councillor who followed the 
case believes the way it has been 
handled ‘raises more questions 

The councillor said: ‘This could 

to sack her may have been made 

‘Should the council be more 

biased towards a cost effective re-

conference from which the false 

said: ‘This has been an extremely 

wants to thank everyone who has 

Bute Council all the success it 
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First recorded       
oil theft from 
‘urban’ home
HEATING oil thieves have 

stealing 250 litres from a tank 

recent pattern of thefts from 
rural areas in Oban’s outlying 

change in pattern was a concern 

‘If the thieves are gravitating 

a matter of time before we get a 

urge anyone with a heating oil 

The Nant Drive theft took 
place while the home owner 

theft of 780 litres of heating oil 

Glen sometime between April 

-

guilty following a trial which 

a house - causing such concern 
a member of the public went to 
check on the welfare of those 

Sheriff Douglas Small previ-

-

favourable’ report from social 

councillor John Semple has been pushing 

link will prove very popular with locals 

there seems to be a recurring theme in this 

CHORD project 
manager
interviews 
underway
Oban CHORD project manager 

Seven applicants are being 

overseeing the projects within 

OBAN Sailing Club fears 

to repair its slipway at Dungallan 

Accused cleared 
of holding 
pizza cutter to              
girl’s throat

But following a short trial on 

Oban man
punched door 
steward

There are also references to a 

think of no better site for their 

He also claims the sailing club 

from the Crown Estates but we 

Further attempts by his 

materialise more than a year 

It took the intervention of 
The Oban Times

repairing the slipway because 

‘The alternative is the council 

the area committee giving an 

granting the lease is a shock to 
A spokeswoman for the council 

have been in contact with Oban 

Growing frustration council delay 
could cost sailing club £10,000

were on the ‘warpath’ last week 

playing now so this will improve 

house at the time but of course 
you were not to be aware of that 

sentence or community payback 

‘Because of the mitigating facts 

-

New ferry link 
a massive boost 
to Argyll

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Vikings prepare to charge. 16_t16viking02

Freedom
‘This gives them a bit of 

what is so near our area – these 

along to speak with representatives of both 

Police files

-

£500 has been stolen from a 

The Carrera Vulcan XC-spec 

A CARAVAN has been stolen 

Dalmally sometime between 

or who may have seen any 

School pupils out     
on the ‘warpath’

Concern
over
sinister

Mull man 
fined £1,200 
for firing        
unsafe shot

Views sought on A82 
Pulpit Rock closure times

Got a story for The Oban  
Times? Call our reporters 

on 01397 703003

Above: The old Rockfield Primary School building. Below and right: the graffit 
which is causing concern.
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RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

BOXING

National champs 
at boxing show in
the Nevis Centre 
this weekend

MARATHON

Women’s
record 
shattered 
by more 
than four 
minutes

FORT William slipped to a 
disappointing 3-0 home defeat 
to Kingussie at a sunny An Aird 
on Saturday, despite a number of 

return.
Neither side was able to create 

with Thomas Borthwick’s open-
ing strike in the 35th minute the 
only action of note.

Duncan Rodger and Bryan 

LOCHABER will play their 

when they travel to take on 
Banff.

Banavie side’s form has slipped 
in the second half of the season. 
They currently sit in seventh in 
the RBS Caledonia Regional 
League Division 2 North, one 
place above Saturday’s 
opponents.

A win could see Lochaber 

and players for this year’s 
Lochaber Welfare League is to 
be held tonight (Thursday) in 
the BA Club at 7.30pm. Any 
teams or individuals interested 
in taking part is urged to attend 
or send a representative.

The league - won by Caol 
Cosmos in 2012 - is set to get 
underway at the start of May.

THE 30th anniversary of the 
Lochaber Marathon saw more 
than 360 runners tackle the 
scenic route, with the women’s 
record shattered by more than 
four minutes.

Numbers were slightly down 
on last year, with the weather 
perhaps at least partially to 
blame. Heavy rain fell on the 
runners and a strong wind was 
blowing as they set off from 
the marathon’s traditional start 
point, An Aird shinty park.

But conditions improved as 
they headed along the shores 

Corpach and back in Scotland’s 
second longest-running mara-
thon event.

Supporters and spectators 

A ROLLOVER jackpot of £400 
is up for grabs in this week’s 
Fort William FC lotto draw.

Last week’s numbers were 7, 
17 and 19.

- including two national 
champions and two regional 
champs - will take to the ring 
for Lochaber Phoenix’s boxing 
show in the Nevis Centre this 
Saturday.

In total more than a dozen 

all-female bout in Fort William.
Scottish title holders Igor 

Sliwinski and Cameron Whyte 
will both be in action, with 
11 year-old Whyte taking on 
an undefeated opponent from 
Glasgow.

The event will also see former 
Scottish and British champion 
and current North of Scotland 

contest in Fort William.
The 16 year-old is moving 

to Peterhead to start a new job 
and will be hoping to leave his 
home town fans something to 
remember.

Bradley’s fellow North of 
Scotland title holder James 
Aitchison will also be in action, 
and middleweight Ryan Watson 

said: ‘This season we have more 
open class boxing champions 
than we have ever had, and 
we have another group of 
youngsters coming through who 
are showing as much potential 
not more, than any boxers we 
have ever had at the club. 

‘I truly believe the next few 
years are going to be more 
exciting than the club has ever 
had.’

Tickets for the show are still 
available from the Nevis Centre 
(01397 700707), Niall Clark 
(07554 994 744) and Steve 
Docherty (07767 069 532).      

FORT William manager 
Danny Conlon was forced to 
ask around Aberdeenshire to 

the squad for their trip to For-
martine United last Saturday.

Fort ended up drafting three 
trialists into the squad, with 
two making the starting 11.

With that background, 
Conlon could be forgiven for 
fearing the worst after seeing 
his side lose an early penalty 

But the young Fort side bat-
tled back into the game and 
nearly made it to half time 

Two quick goals before half 
time left Fort with a mountain 
to climb.

Trialist Scott Lynch scored 
early in the second, and Fort 
only conceded once more as 
Formartine took the win.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘That was probably the smallest 
squad I’ve had to work with. 

RUGBY

Last game of
the season for 
rugby boys

WELFARE FOOTBALL
Welfare meeting

LOTTERY

£400 jackpot

Joanna Zakrzewski is all smiles 
as she crosses the finish line

to set a new record - 
20_f16marathon04

The 363-strong field sets off from a wet An Aird at the start of the 30th Lochaber Marathon.  20_f16marathon01

Robert Gilroy eases home to win the Lochaber Marathon by more than 12 minutes
- 20_f16marathon03 

360 runners tackle 
Lochaber Marathon

braved the weather to cheer 
the runners as they departed, 
and more had gathered by the 
afternoon to see Hamilton man 
Robert Gilroy take a comfort-

course in a time of two hours 33 
minutes and 19 seconds.

Robert, 36, also won the race 
in 2011 but missed last year’s 
event due to injury.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
enjoyed it, although I was on my 

Course record
Joanna Zakrzewski from 

Dumfries was the second run-
ner home and beat the women’s 
course record by four minutes 
and 17 seconds with her time 
of two hours 45 minutes and 55 
seconds.

Joanna, aged 37, has only been 

up a prize of £1,000 for setting 
the new record.

She said: ‘It was a bit wet, I 
didn’t quite expect to take the 
record.’

The previous best female time 
was two hours 50 minutes and 
12 seconds, set by English run-
ner Claire Pauzers in 1998.

a time of three hours 24 minutes 
and 52 seconds to give him 69th 
place overall. 

His Lochaber Athletic Club 
teammate John Gay was the 
second quickest local, in a time 
of three hours 27 minutes and 30 
seconds.

of three hours 29 minutes and 
11 seconds. Nine LAC members 
took part on the day.

overall was Steven Reid of 
Ayr in a time of two hours 48 
minutes and nine seconds. 
English internationalist Kim 
Fawke was aiming at breaking 
the record before the start, but 

of two hours 49 minutes and 13 
seconds.

I’ve no real complaints about 
the result, but at half time the 
game was over.’

Fort will have Kyle Robertson 
and winger Andy MacLean 
back for the visit of league 
leaders Cove Rangers this 
weekend, with Conlon hopeful 
Scott Hunter and Lewis Camp-
bell can shake off knocks.

Conlon said: ‘We’ve played 
all the sides chasing the league 
in recent weeks, and Cove are 
the most ruthless and the most 
clinical. They don’t let you 
play, they work hard and press 
you all over the pitch.

‘We’re expecting a really 

Conlon will miss the game as 
he will be in Spain with an SFA 
coaching party. They will visit 
Villareal and Elche FC to pick 
up some coaching tips. Assist-
ant Michael McEachen will take 
charge for the Cove match.

FOOTBALL

Simpson were both back in the 
side, but the home team were not 
able to get through a stuffy Kin-
gussie defence to cause keeper 
Craig Dawson many problems.

The second continued as the 

forced good saves from Paul 
MacKay before sealing the 
points with goals from Ally 
Walker after 84 minutes and 
Paul Gow in the 89th minute.

Fort co-manager Addie Rob-
ertson told The Oban Times he 
did not know why his side had 
failed to perform on the day.

He said: ‘It was very poor. I 
don’t know what went wrong 
really. In the last two games 
we’ve been playing some good 
stuff. This week we had a 
stronger squad and we just didn’t 
perform.

‘There’s no excuses and no 
complaints, I think we got what 
we deserved from the match.

‘So many things went wrong, 
we’ll just have to have a look 
at it and try and work on some 
things.’

Robertson described the pitch 

affected his side’s performance.
He said: ‘We’ve been playing 

on dry pitches since the start of 

King manager Russell Jones 
said he felt his side deserved to 
take the points from a scrappy 
game.

He said: ‘It was a poor game, 
but when your on the right side 
of results like this your always 
happy.

‘I think both teams are in the 
same boat, there was a lot of 
young players out there. Hav-
ing said that, I think we were 
always in control and I think we 
deserved the win.’

Fort do not have a game this 
weekend, and plan to train on 
Saturday morning, while Kin-
gussie will take on Newtonmore 
at the Eilan in the second round 
of the MacTavish Cup.

Fort William’s Duncan Rodger 
goes full force into a challenge 
with Kings’ Jake MacPherson. 

20_f16shinty02

SHINTY

Disappointing display as Fort 
William lose out to Kingussie

Kings’ defender Louis Munro steal the ball from Fort’s Duncan 
Rodger.  20_f16shinty04

Conlon’s team face a 
tough test against
league leaders Cove

Weather
Thursday Rain
 Winds strong, westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light, westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 9ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate, south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 18, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.58 2.0 10.35 2.8 17.20      1.8        22.49     2.9
Fri  06.16 2.0 13.10 2.7 18.25      1.8         **.**       *.*
Sat  00.45 2.9 07.51 1.9 14.25      2.9        19.32      1.7
Sun  02.17 3.0 09.01 1.7 15.10      3.1        20.33     1.5
Mon  03.09 3.3 09.44 1.4 15.48 3.3        21.25     1.2
Tues  03.51 3.5 10.21 1.1 16.23 3.5 22.10     0.9
Wed  04.29 3.8 10.55 0.9 16.56 3.7 22.53      0.6
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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