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BONES found on the island 
of Tiree are believed to be 

believed, human .
Police were called to a 

farm near Crossapol on 
Tuesday, after the remains 
were found. 

It was initially believed the 
bones may have been that of 
Vikings but inspections by 
medical experts suggest they 
were those of a domestic 
animal.

Tiree bones prove 
more likely horse 
than Norse

A MOTORCYCLIST has died 
and another has been seriously 
injured in crashes on Argyll 
roads last weekend, raising 
fears over the areas’ fatal road 
accident record.

A 41-year-old from the 
Edinburgh area was killed on 
Friday after his motorbike 
collided with a Land Rover 
on the A886 in Cowal, near 
Colintraive.

Emergency services attended 
but the man was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

The two adults and two 
children in the Land Rover 

were uninjured. 
Police have appealed for 

witnesses to the crash, which 
happened at about 5.25pm, to 
come forward.

Sixth road death
The incident was the sixth 

death on Argyll roads already 
this year, compared with eight 
fatalities during the whole of 
2009.

On Sunday, a man was 
seriously injured after his 
motorbike collided with a 
Honda CRV on the A85, west 
of Tyndrum.

The man, who suffered 

injuries to his right leg and 
hand, was taken to Glasgow’s 
Southern General by the Sea 
King helicopter, Rescue 177.

As The Oban Times went 
to press his condition was 
described as serious.

Inspector Hugh O’Neill, head 
of Argyll’s road policing, said 

Argyll and Bute Council were 
helping to keep motorcyclists 
safe through the ‘Around the 
corner’ campaign.

He said: ‘We are working 
with motorcyclists coming into 
the area and driving home the 

campaign message.
‘We have had police 

advanced motorcyclists out on 
the roads and they have come 
up with a biker’s guide to the 
area, which includes the best 
places to stop, biker-friendly 

road surfaces and strange road 
cambers.

‘We are here to police the 
roads but also to provide 
assistance. We want to help 
motorcyclists to come to the 
area and enjoy the scenery but 
also to respect the communities 
here.’

Motorcycle accidents raise Argyll road death toll
Sixth deaths on Argyll roads this year - eight during the whole of 2009

SHOCKED parents learned 
that children might have to 
walk as far as three miles 
to school to make a saving 
of £46,000 from school 
transport budgets. 

Scottish government 
legislation means Argyll 
and Bute Council can 
legitimately increase the 
distance youngsters are 
expected to walk to school. 

But parents claim they 
have not been consulted on 
the changes.

In a decision affecting 
every school in Argyll and 
Bute, parent Mary Gregg, 
from Oban, said: ‘Instead 
of a leisurely walk to 
school it will triple the road 
congestion in many towns 
and villages. 

‘It is not safe to walk 
between Nant Drive and Park 
School through the town. 

‘And we have not been 
properly consulted. Surely it 
is cheaper to allow children 

running than employing 
numerous ‘lollipop’ people.’

Mhari Ritchie, Isle of 
Luing, was involved 12 
years ago when the council 
tried to introduce similar 
changes, and she is now is a 
parent councillor. 

‘I cannot see anything has 
changed in the intervening 
years that makes it safe for 
children to walk on island 
roads,’ she said. 

‘On Seil and Luing we 
have narrow roads with 

The roads 
haven’t changed 
and there are still 
no safe routes in 
many places.
Isle of Luing
mother

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

School
children walk 
to save £46,000

Parents shocked as Argyll and Bute 
Council cuts school transport

livestock and no lighting 
that continues to make it 
unsafe for children to walk 
the two or three miles home 
from school. 

‘Ten years ago we contacted 
the road safety department 
and they deemed it unsafe 
for children to walk on the 
roadside.

‘The roads haven’t changed 
and there are still no safe 
routes in many places.’ 

Councillor Neil Mackay 
defended the move: ‘The 
fact is that Argyll and Bute 
Council are still below the 
government limit of three 
miles in asking children to 
walk to school. And anyone 
with particular needs will be 
treated appropriately.

‘While there may be 
increased congestion in 
Oban during peak times this 
will be monitored and acted 
upon if necessary.’

A spokeswoman for 
Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘Legislative provision 
assumes that all children up 
to the age of eight should 
have to walk up to two 
miles to school before they 
become eligible for free 
transport, with those over 
eight being expected to walk 
three miles. 

‘The council is in the 
process of amending its 
school transportation policy 
to introduce a qualifying 
threshold of two miles for all 
primary aged children and 
three miles for all secondary 
children.

‘The only deviations from 
this will be in the event of a 
child having a special need 
for transport or where a 
walking route is deemed to 
be unsafe on grounds of road 
safety.  

‘Staff have been carrying 
out assessments of principal 
walking routes following 
guidance issued by West 
of Scotland Road Safety 
Forum.

‘Savings projected from 
this change in 2010/11 are 
in the region of £46,000 and 
it is hoped that the increased 
physical activity that will 
arise from this change will 
have a positive impact 
children’s health.’

THE PROVISION of a 
truncheon-shaped extension 
at Port Ellen pier will ensure 
Islay’s new ferry has access 
to Port Ellen harbour.

At present, Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s (CalMac) new 
ferry, Finlaggan, which will 
arrive in spring next year, 
will not be able to berth at 
Port Ellen but at a meeting 
in the village’s Ramsay Hall, 
representatives from CalMac 
and Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
unveiled an envisaged major 
redevelopment to solve the 
problem.

The meeting on April 7 
was well attended, although 
many felt it was poorly 
advertised.

Islanders heard how 

the new extension would 

redevelopment at the island 
port. Funding currently 
available comprises 
£2m from the Scottish 
Government, with CalMac 
reserves providing £1.6m. 
Contingency availability 

approximately £4.5m. 
It was strongly pointed out 

however that should returned 

the proposal would be under 
threat.

project could be delivered 
within budget.

Plans are afoot for the work 
to begin in the autumn of 
2010 and the Port Ellen pier 

will be closed to all ferry 

nine months from the start 
date.

operations will remain 
unaffected during the 
closure period and the new 

length to allow both the 
grain boat and new ferry to 
berth simultaneously.

Negotiations are also 
underway with Argyll and 
Bute Council to provide 
Port Ellen/Port Askaig bus 
services during the pier 
extension operations.

CalMac said it remains 
committed to the long-
term development at Port 
Ellen, which will include 
the reclamation of the land 

north of the existing terminal 
building, new car parking 
and freight marshalling 
facilities as well as the 
provision of a new terminal 
building.

Breakwater proposals 
to provide inner harbour 
protection, fully backed by 
the local harbour association 
members, will also be an 
integral part of the long-
term redevelopment.

present welcomed and 
encouraged the short-term 
proposals they pointed out 
that in light of the current 

redevelopment at Port Ellen 
and at the mainland terminal 
at Kennacraig could be 
‘many years away’.

Port Ellen harbour will be altered to accommodate a new ferry Picture - Mark Unsworth

Major redevelopment to
solve Port Ellen pier problem
Full redevelopment at Port Ellen and Kennacraig could be ‘many years away’

Loch Awe deaths 
FAI to go ahead
A FATAL Accident Inquiry 
into the deaths of four 

last March is set to open at 
Oban Sheriff Court on June 
1.

A court diet of 17 days 
over the month of June has 
been set aside to look into 
circumstances surrounding 
the deaths of William Carty, 
aged 47, Craig Currie, 
aged 30, Steven Carty, 42, 
brother of William, and 36-
year-old Thomas Douglas, 
all from Glasgow. The men 

Awe on the night and early 
morning of March 21.

A preliminary court day 
has been scheduled for April 
26 to ensure all parties are 
ready to proceed to the in-
quiry stage. Sheriff Douglas 
Small will preside. 

Dancers  await 
results in China
DEGREE students at 
Taynuilt’s Ballet West are 
hoping to hear if they have 
been successful in their 
studies while on a 14-date 
tour in China.

Classical Ballet students 

April 18 just as they are due 

MyIsland TireeArgyll claims 
tallest trees 
in UK
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THE deadline for making sure you are registered to vote in 
time for the General Election is fast approaching. 

Anyone who wishes to vote must be on the electoral 
register – but those who moved house or did not return a 
registration form last autumn may not be on. 

April 20. That is also the last day to apply for a postal or 
proxy vote if you are not be able to vote in person on May 
6.

To check if you are registered or request forms, contact 

istration.

spective candidates to lodged their nomination papers.

Last chance to get your vote

A WOMAN who pled guilty 
last week at Oban Sheriff 
Court to possessing heroin 
and breaching bail has been 

Heroin found on fl oor
The court heard that 

had been in a cell at Oban 

Police station on March 2 
this year on an unrelated 
matter when she was taken 

photograph.

a plastic wrap containing 

heroin was found on the 

room.
Admitted 

She had originally denied 
it belonged to her but 

gramme wrap with a value 

Defence agent Duncan 

Durbin said MacColl, 
2E Corran Brae, Oban, 
had been battling a drug 
addiction for a number of 
years but generally had been 
managing well with support 
from family and friends.

‘But from time to time she 
slips and slips badly into her 

old habits and this is one 
such occasion,’ he said.

Sheriff Douglas Small 

when she was remanded 
in custody for breaching 
a previous bail order by 
committing this offence.

Oban woman sent to jail after admitting heroin charge

THE WOOD in Argyll’s 
forests could be the largest 
green energy source in the 
area and there has never 
been a better time to invest. 

That message came 
across loud and clear at an 
information day on biomass 
energy, organised by the 
Argyll, Lomond and the 
Islands Energy Agency 
(ALIenergy) in Cairndow. 

from all over Argyll came 
to hear how biomass energy 
could help communities 
develop clean, green, 

investing in equipment. 
There was also a chance 

woodchip plant Our Power 

and Argyll’s largest biomass 
boiler, which provides warm 

Lakeland Smolts. 
The UK uses less wood 

fuel than almost every other 
European country, despite 
the abundant supplies in 
areas like Argyll. 

However, the climate 
creates challenges in drying 
and processing wood to 

David Rogers, biomass 

Scotland, said a new 
scheme, the renewable heat 
incentive, was due to start 
next year. Draft proposals 
include a tariff for every 
kilowatt of energy produced 
by woodfuel boilers, solar 
water heating panels and 
heat pumps, which means 
individuals, groups and 
companies would be paid 
for producing heat and 
power using biomass. 

‘It is a unique system,’ 
he said. ‘This is probably 
the single most exciting 
thing that could happen to 
renewables.’ 

The event also gave 
ALIenergy’s biomass 
expert, Bob McIlwraith, a 

retire.

The 850kW wood boiler at Lakeland Smolts shows the advantages of biomass. 

Green energy from 
Argyll’s forests

It is a unique 
system.
David Rogers, biomass 
development offi  cer

OBAN patients will get 

scans faster thanks to the 
expansion of the local 
radiology department. 

One part time post at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, which 

radiologists for some time, 

time consultant positions. 
They will be able to analyse 
the results of scans locally, 
rather than sending images 
to the Royal Alexandria 
Hospital, Paisley, which has 
been the practise until now. 

Inverness 
A spokesman from NHS 

Highland said: ‘Later this 
month, two new consultant 
radiologists will arrive 
in Oban to be based at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital. 
While they will formally 
form part of the radiologist 
establishment of Raigmore 
Hospital in Inverness they 
will be permanently based 
in Oban and will report all 

locally. 
‘This development will 

enable the hospital here to 

in radiology reporting and 

hence will strengthen the 
diagnostic capability of the 

both patients and clinicians.

experienced staff, so it’s 
good news for Oban.’ 

Radiology services at the 

a critical incident review in 

scan results reported by an 
external radiologist. This 
prompted a review into 
how radiology services 
are delivered across NHS 
Highland.

The appointment of the 
two consultant radiologists 
has been welcomed by Lasta 
King, convener of Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Locality 

She said: ‘Advertising for 
two new radiologists was 

the analysis in Oban. 
‘We should be really, 

really pleased that they 
will be working in Oban, 
because they will be here all 
the time. 

‘I understand they are very 
experienced and one is a 
specialist in MRI.’ 

New
radiologists
for Oban 
hospital

A BOOK celebrating the 
history of Mid Argyll has 
been launched.

Dalriada, A twentieth 
Century Kingdom, written 

Marian Pallister, is part of 
the work being done by 
the Dalriada Community 

Social history
Marian has used 

interviews carried out by 
volunteers of the Dalriada 

an account of 20th century 
life in Mid Argyll.

Memories in the book 
range from life in Kilmartin 
and Kilmichael Glens, 
work on the Crinan Canal, 
and rural hardships in 
North Knapdale to life in 
the bustling communities 
of Lochgilphead and 
Ardrishaig.

Marian said she was 
surprised how quickly life 
had changed in the area.  
In less than a lifetime the 

main industry has changed 
entirely from farming to 
tourism.

years the land use has 
changed dramatically.  

‘The main industry used 
to be farming.  We don’t 
grow any crops anymore,’ 
she said. 

The book contains a 
wealth of photographs and 
illustrations that bring to 
life the existence of farmers 
and generations gone by.

Directors of the Dalriada 

will act as a legacy for 
future generations.

The Dalriada Community 

in 2006 to conserve and 
enhance the cultural 
and natural heritage of 
the ancient kingdom of 
Dalriada.

Marian Pallister will be 
in Waterstone’s Book shop 
in Oban on April 22 for a 
book signing. Author Marian Pallister

New book celebrates the history of Mid Argyll

taghaidhean Pàrlamaid gu bhith gu math teann eadar na 

Mar a tha mi air a radh roimhe, nach biodh e sònraichte 

a nochdadh anns an taghadh. Nan tachradh sin dh’ 

dhealaichte bho na thathas a’ fàidheadaireachd aig an ìre 
seo. ’S i a’ bhuannachd eile gum biodh barrachd dòchais 

bhall.
Ach thar nan ceithir sheachdainean romhainn ’s i a’ 

na cùisean as cudromaiche dha luchd bhòtaidh agus cò 
am Partaidh, neo an tagraiche, as fheàrr aig am bheil 

chuspairean as bitheanta a chluinnear bho luchd poilitigs: 
foghlam; slàinte; an eaconamaidh agus cosnaidhean. 
Nochdaidh rudan eile bho àm gu àm cuideachd, ach ann 

chan eil cus aire ga thoirt dha na beachdan is na rùintean 

barrachd dhaoine a’ gabhail cothrom air bhòtadh. Ach tha 

aire luchd poilitigs , deànadh iad feum den chumhachd a 

Agus aig ceann cùise, agus nuair a bhios buill ùra 

aon thrioblaidean againn fhathast.  Bidh an ùpraid 
seachad agus bidh na feadhainn a bhuannaich an impis  
tòiseachadh, ’s dòcha, ri tuigsinn gum bheil beàrn 
mhòr eadar riaghladh agus dùbhlan. Bidh bochdainn 
ann fhathast; bidh uireasbhaidhean ann an seirbheisean 
slàinte, agus fòghlaim; agus bidh gainne cosnaidh thall ’s 
a bhos. Agus bidh cuideachd an dùthaich seo fhathast ann 

Ameireaganach, gum feum math na dùthcha tighinn air 
toiseach air math nan daoine.  Bhiodh barrachd dòchais 

sin, agus gun innseadh iad na tha nam beachd airson a 

Throughout the frenetic canvassing of the coming four 
weeks voters will be assured that their opinions are 
important, and if they were persuaded they would surely 
turn out to vote in substantially greater numbers. The fact 
that election turn-outs are so low suggests that our voters 
are best described as the “ignorers”, rather than David 
Cameron’s “great ignored”.

Many appear to feel patronised by politicians and 
perhaps more candour would win new support. When it’s 
all over on May 7, Britain will still have its worst ever 
economic challenge and whoever wins will require to 
tackle that urgently. Maybe they should tell us now how 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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CONNEL Police Station 
is to be closed down under 
proposals by Strathclyde 
Police.

If the plans are agreed the 
one-man station and police 
house would be sold off, 
with the capital and revenue 
funds recouped going back 
into community policing.

A consultation period has 
now begun to give villagers 
a chance to have their say 
on the proposed changes.

The community will meet 
with Chief Inspector Glen 
Bland at a special meeting 
on May 4 to discuss the 
changes.

Connel Community 
Council secretary Les 
Stewart, who plans to 

the village, informing them 
of the meeting, said: ‘We 
will need to wait until that 

community thinks of these 

proposed changes.
‘If they feel strongly about 

retaining it, then we will 

being sold but if people are 
apathetic about it, then we’ll 
have to let it go.

‘I understand the business 
logic behind the decision but 
once you take away two or 
three services from a place 
like this, all of a sudden you 
don’t have a village.’

Part of the police 

proposal would see Connel 
community policeman 
Danny McBeth hold 
monthly surgeries in the 
village, as well as continuing 
to patrol the area.

Chief Inspector Glen Bland 
said: ‘With the adoption of 
these new proposals I fully 
expect the community of 
Connel to be able to take 
advantage of more regular 
and meaningful access to 
their local Community 

Policing Team. 

Connel Police Station 
normally engages in foot and 
mobile patrol and as a result 

when visitors call in. This 
can be a disappointment and 
frustrating. With the advent 
of the newly proposed Police 
Surgery local people will be 
able to have access to the 

location every month.’ 

Chief Inspector Bland 
said that he would regularly 
attend local community 
meetings to engage with 
residents.

He added: ‘I want to hear 
from local people about 
their concerns and issues, 
take those away from 
the meetings and address 
them.’

The special meeting will 
be held in Connel Village 
Hall on May 4 at 7.30pm.

Proposal for Connel police station closure leads to local meeting

THREE women who are 
running the Edinburgh Half 
Marathon in aid of Oban 

power to help raise £1,500.
Jeanie Campbell, Sylvia 

Bossard and Karen Nelson 

from Bossard’s Bakery in 

Victorian Tea fundraisers 
on Sunday, taking in more 
than £400.

Sylvia said: ‘In January 
we decided to do the half 

marathon but Karen and I 
have never done one before, 
so we have been training 
hard. Jeanie has broken her 
wrist but she is determined 

23.’

The fundraisers have 
organised two more 
Victorian Teas for April 25 
and May 2. Places are still 
available for these dates. 
To book a place contact 
Bossard’s Bakery.

Half-marathon fundraisers and their supporters held a successful Victorian Tea at the weekend. 07_t16boss01

A CONTROVERSIAL plan 

at Ganavan Sands has been 
given the go-ahead after a 
public hearing in Oban last 
week.

Objectors, who packed the 
meeting at the Corran Halls, 
could not sway councillors 
with their concerns about 
the scale and design of the 
development, its impact on 
the beauty spot and road 
safety.

Richard Kerr, of Argyll and 
Bute’s planning department, 
said there had previously 
been an application for 19 
detached houses on the 
site. He said planners were 

these larger houses with two 

would not over-develop the 
site.

However, more than 
40 objectors disagreed. 
Their spokesman, Allan 
Macaskill, said: ‘In the past 
the planning department 
have curtailed the height 
of buildings. Here they are 
allowing an increase, on 
one of the most important 
sites close to Oban with a 
beautiful beach.’

Mr Macaskill also 
questioned why the 
requirement to provide 
some affordable homes was 
not being met on site, but 
in another development in 
Oban’s Stevenson Street. 

be affordable in any case, 
therefore not adding any 
additional provision and 
asked councillors to insist 
the Ganavan developers 
contributed to local 
amenities like a playpark 
and footpath.

There was also concern that 
without the footpath being 
completed, children may be 
forced to walk the road to 
Oban to go to school.

Mr Macaskill said: ‘In 
some areas where there is 
no footpath pedestrians are 
dangerously near passing 
vehicles.’

Councillor Rory Colville 
also raised concerns about 
the lack of a safe footpath 
from the new development 
into Oban. 

‘We have designated this 
site for housing and we did 
that in the knowledge that 
there was no pavement. It 
seems the council has been 
less than clever here,’ he 
said.

But architect Frank Beaton 
defended the project: ‘There 
is a large area of amenity 
and garden grounds so I 
can’t agree at all that its 
over-development.’

Councillors on the 
planning, protective services 
and licensing committee 
voted six to three to allow 

any requirement for building 
a footpath.

Developer John MacGregor 
said afterwards he was happy 
with the decision and the 
development would ‘ensure 
employment for some 40-50 
tradesmen for the next 18 
months.’

A separate planning 
application for 40 housing 
association units on the 
former NHS site in Ganavan 
was also considered at 
the meeting. Councillors 
approved detailed designs 
for the development, which 
will include terraced homes 
for the elderly and a mix of 

Ganavan

ahead
Councillors vote six to three 
to allow the fl ats to be built

Development 
will ensure 
employment 
for 40 - 50 
tradesmen for 
the next 18 
months.

Housing 
developer 
John MacGregor

AN OBAN man who stole 
cash from four electric 
meters has been sentenced to 
four months and three weeks 
in custody.

Michael MacLellan, aged 
25, c/o Barlinnie Prison, 
admitted aggravated theft 
while on bail and told police 

‘sorry for all the hassle.’
Oban Sheriff Court heard 

MacLellan had forced open 
four coin meters on April 
17, 2009 at Ross House, 
Breadalbane Street. He stole 
£14 from within the electric 
meters,then took the coins to 
an Oban shop and swapped 
them for notes and bought 
sweets and soft drinks.

When asked by police why 
he had taken the money he 
said: ‘I had no money and 
I thought there might be 
enough money to get some 
kit.’

Duncan Durbin defence 
agent said: ‘MacLellan was 
hoping to start-a-fresh in 
Oban after 10 years of a 
heroin addiction, but that did 
not work out.

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘There is really only one 
sentence I can impose on you 
as this was an aggravated 
crime committed when you 
were on bail.’

Meter thief jailed 
for four months

SCOTTISH singer and 
entertainer Kenneth 
McKellar has died at his 
daughter’s house in Lake 
Tahoe, America.

Mr McKellar, aged 82, who 
for many years had a home 
at Ardencaple, Balvicar, 
had been diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer only last 
week. He passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
his family.

The tenor was renowned for 
driving his BMW motorbike 
between Oban and his home 
on the Isle of Seil after sell-
out shows. 

Fellow entertainer Colin 
Campbell said: ‘He was 
possibly the biggest name in 
Scotland between the 1950s 
and 80s. He was very well 
known and an international 
name so it was a great coup 
when he came to Oban.’

David Webster, 
entertainment promoter, 
said: ‘Kenneth McKellar 
came to Oban as part of our 
This is Scotland Tour at the 
Corran Halls. 

‘He played many summer 
seasons in the town and he, 
and Jimmy Shand, were the 
greatest draws we ever had. 

‘Kenneth was a great 
performer and he knew how 
to capture the audience, 
which is a rare skill in 
performers today. 

‘I got along with him very 
well and I counted him as 
one of my personal friends. 
I am saddened to hear the 
news of his passing.’

Kenneth McKellar’s Swiss-
born wife, Hedy, whom he 
married in 1953, died in 
1990. He is survived by a 
son and a daughter. 

Entertainer Kenneth 
McKellar

Iconic
Scots
singer dies 
in America

ORGANISERS of the 
Royal National Mòd have 
announced rule changes as 
Caithness prepares to host 

It is anticipated that 
Scotland’s premier Gaelic 
festival will attract up to 
8,000 people to the area 
during the nine-day event 
in October, providing a 
welcome boost to the region, 
economically and culturally. 

Changes
But with the new venue 

comes new rule changes, 
including the submission of 
all own choice music pieces 
by June 30. Failure to do so 

deducting three marks from 
the competitor’s total mark in 
each relevant competition.

This year also sees a 
proportionate increase in 

holders required for certain 
choral competitions in line 
with the long-term aim of 

of choir members.
Mòd Administrator, 

Rena MacAskill said, ‘It’s 
important that all competitors 
are fully aware of the rule 
changes before entering 
competitions.

‘A full list of the updated 
rules is available from An 
Comunn Gàidhealach’s 
website.’

Mòd 2010 in Caithness 
will also see An Comunn 
Gàidhealach make a 
concerted effort to recruit 
as many adjudicators as 
possible who have skills in 
both Gaelic and music.

Mòd rule changes 
announced

TRANSPORT groups 
across Europe have 
expressed concerns with 
the current methods of ferry 
route tendering, according 
to Highlands and islands 
transport group HITRANS.

Caledonian MacBrayne 
retained the right to operate 
Hebridean and Clyde ferry 
routes following a costly 
tender process, which 

was required by European 
legislation.

Competition
At a HITRANS board 

meeting last Friday, 
employee Dave Duthie 
reported on a recent trip to 
a workshop on ferries and 
ferry routes in Bornholm, 
Denmark, hosted by the 
Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions 

(CPMR), a pressure group 
representing areas with 
maritime interests.

Mr Duthie said: ‘What 
became clear from the 
event is the experiences 
of tendering has not been 
successful.

‘Has the process produced 
greater competition? 

‘It is doubtful.
‘Members have been 

round the table to discuss 
how we can achieve best 
value because we are all 

‘If there is only one tender 
at the end of the process, 
where is the value of that?’

Board member John Laing 
said: ‘It is quite telling that 
there is no shining example 
of tendering not showing 
best value.’

European transport group questions 
current ferry tendering process

ARGYLL can claim to be home 
to the tallest trees in Britain.

Last Thursday, a team of four 
tree surgeons climbed The Grand 
Fir, Abies grandis, at Ardkinglas 
Estate in Cairndow.

Two and a half hours later the 
team hit the ground to announce 
the tree, believed to be planted in 

making it the largest tree in 
Britain.

The Grand Fir lost its ‘tallest’ 
status 11 years ago to a Douglas 
Fir just a few miles along the road 
at Stonardron in Glendaruel. It 
currently measures 63.79metres, 
making it the second largest tree 
in Britain.

Jean Maskell, estate manager 
at Ardkinglas, said: ‘We’re 
absolutely delighted to regain the 
title which we previously had. 
It’s very exciting for the estate.’

The climb, which was 
originally due to take place on 
April Fools day, was overseen by 
Lochgilphead-based tree surgeon 

Dougie Cameron.
Dougie watched from the 

ground as his son, Alasdair, along 
with Tarbert man, Iain Campbell 
Duncan, and Royal Navy men 
Chris Betts and Jai Gardner, 

Dougie explained: ‘It’s a very 

branches all arc down the way so 
the boys will be getting no help 
going up.’

Dougie explained the climbers 
were unable to use toe spikes 
as these would damage the tree. 
‘They’ll just be using upper-body 
strength to get up there. It’s not 
an easy job,’ he added.

The daring climb also raised 
money for the Air Ambulance 
and Erskine Hospital. Dougie 
hopes to have raised in excess 
of £1,000, which will be split 
between the two charities.

Dougie added: ‘I’d just like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who has very 
generously donated.’

Argyll lays claim to the 
tallest trees in Britain

Intrepid tree climbers Alasdair Cameron, Jai Gardner and Chris 
Betts. 06_a16tree01

AN OBAN man has been 
found guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court of evading a 
drugs search by swallowing 
a small packet believed to 
contain controlled drugs.

Andrew McMillan, aged 
30, of 4 Glenshellach 
Terrace, claimed he did not 
know why police suspecting 
him of swallowing the 
package. McMillan said he 
was standing with friends in 
Breadalbane Street  when he 
was approached by police 
and told he was going to be 
searched under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act. He said that 
he didn’t place anything 
in his mouth or raised his 
hand to his mouth. He also 
claimed he was recovering 
from a chest infection and 
his severe coughing was due 
to a bronchial condition.

However, Sheriff Small 

quite categorical they saw 
McMillan place something 
in his mouth and he did not 
spit it out when asked to do 
so. McMillan intentionally 

Sentence was deferred for 
reports.

                                               

                                                

                                               

                                                

Oban man found 
guilty of evading 
drugs search

A MAN accused of driving 
a car at another man in an 
Oban supermarket car park 
stood trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday. 

William Leitch, aged 35 of 
6 Stewarton Road, Glasgow, 
denied he drove a vehicle at 
excessive speed, trying to 
knock another man over, 
in an incident on October 
27, 2008. He also denied 
driving with no insurance.

The alleged victim said he 
and Leitch had exchanged 
heated words about a 
missing Satnav that Leitch’s 
wife had borrowed. 

He said as he crossed 
the road in front of the 
supermarket, Leitch turned 
the vehicle and almost hit 
him. He added: ‘If I hadn’t 

moved, the car would have 
gone through me.’ 

But defence agent, Anne 
Ritchie, said the man 
had approached Leitch 
aggressively and slammed 
the car door before walking 
away saying ‘I’m going to 
go and sort this out with 
your wife’. 

Ms Ritchie said the 
accused drove to the store 
to try and spare his wife 
from a confrontation with 
the man.

Another shopper who had 
witnessed the incident said 
it looked like Leitch had 
swerved ‘to try to hit’ the 
man.

The case was adjourned 
due to lack of court time 
until April 27. 

Man on trial at Oban for 
driving at another man

TWO NEW, AFFORDABLE,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
WOOD FUELS

For your existing fi re or stove
Highfi re Sawdust Briquettes
A lower cost alternative to coal and 

wood made from compressed sawdust.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone: 01631 563271

If you are looking to buy 
a new heating system or 

convert your old one...
Brites - The ideal fuel for wood 

pellet stoves and boilers.
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Mull Lines
THE HIERARCHY of 

Platform
Rescues

High-rise ladder to be based at Oban fi re station

Man accused of 
struggling with 
police

Co-op staff  boost 
RNLI funds

Spring fair

Kilmore theft

Meteor shower

Friends of Oban Hospice celebrated another successful year with fundraising totalling almost 
£40,000. At their Annual General Meeting, The Blackface Sheep Breeders Association North Lorn 
Branch presented a cheque for £350 to the group. 16_t14AGM1

Fundraisers in Ardfern made a real diff erence to two charities on the west coast. 
Raising more than £3000 from a race night , cheques were presented to North 
Argyll Carers Centre and Alzheimers Scotland for work with dementia patients. 
16_t 11ardfern1

Drug centre accused of ‘behind 
closed doors’ move to town centre

THE COMMITTEE 

Obstructive attitude 

Caravan site donates £2,560 to Oban Mountain Rescue Team
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A NEW exhibition 
showcasing the work of a 
well-loved local son is set to 
opening at an award winning 
North Uist gallery. 

Lochmaddy’s Taigh 
Chearsabhagh Museum and 
Arts Centre will feature the 
work of the late Donald 
Ferguson from May 1 and 
also launch a publication 
about his life and work. 

Crofter and artist Donald 
was born on Barra in 1962 
and grew up in Borve, 
revealing his artistic talents 
early on. In 1991, he 
returned to the Western Isles 
and settled on North Uist 
with his wife Mary Clare 
Mackinnon, becoming 
a crofter and an active 
community member. 

Sophie Morrish, tutor 
at Taigh Chearsabhagh 
where Donald studied 
art, said his work was 
intimately connected with 

his surroundings. She said: 
‘From early on the subject 
of Donald’s work was 
indivisible from the love 
of his native environment 
and culture of the Outer 
Hebrides, the progression of 

his close involvement with 
the land, natural history and 
the traditions of crofting.’

High standards 
He had high standards for 

his own work, she added, 
and destroyed paintings he 
was not happy with, making 
it a challenge to curate a 
retrospective of his work. 

Donald tragically died in 
2008 and Rory Macneil of 
Barra said this exhibition 
was an opportunity to 
remember him. 

He said: ‘This exhibition is 
a small gesture of thanks to 
Donald for all he gave to his 
friends and the communities 
of which he was a part.

‘We hope it opens the 
way for his work to be 
appreciated by others who 
did not have the privilege 
of knowing Donald, and for 

Donald does not deserve 
wider recognition among 
predecessors like McTaggart 
and Eardley.’

Andy Mackinnon, 

Chearsabhagh, added: 
‘The task of collecting and 
cataloguing Donald’s work 
from the many admirers of 
his painting from all over 
Britain was only made 
possible with the assistance 
of Mary Clare Ferguson, 
Rory Macneil, Julie 
Brook, Sophie Morrish, 
Margaret MacLellan, 
Norman MacLeod and the 
overwhelming generosity of 
the lenders of the work.’

The exhibition runs until 
June 26. 

Ferguson show planned 
for North Uist gallery

Donald Ferguson, crofter and artist who died in 2008 
aged 46

Ferguson work was inspired by his surroundings

His work was intimately connected with his surroundings

ISLAY

Your 
correspondent is 
Susan Campbell 
01496 850215

Entries to Islay  
Mòd 2010
ISLAY’S local Mòd will be 
held on Saturday June 5 at 
Islay High School.

This year’s syllabus and 
entry forms can be obtained 
from neilwoodrow@
btinternet.com or by 
telephoning Mòd secretary 
Neil Woodrow on 01496 810 
291.

The closing date for entries 
is Friday, April 23 and no 
late entries will be accepted. 

Islay Show 
ANYONE interested in 
running the bar at the annual 
show dance on August 12 
2010 (applicant must use 
own licence) or wishing to 
place an advert in the show 
catalogue or to reserve a 
stance at the show, please 
contact Janey Torrance on 
01496 810789 by April 30. 

SCALPAY

Your 
correspondent is 
Donald Morrison 
01859 540217

Fishing
CREELERS remained 
berthed for some time 
around Easter time because 
of high winds.

It is probably too early 
to mention the subject of 
mackerel, as the season for 
catching them is not until 
August. Yes, mackerel can 
be hooked in the summer but 
it seems they are fatter later 
on in the year. 

Minch traffi  c
ON SCALPAY we get a good 
view of the usual shipping 

Cargo boats and cruiser 
yachts are often bound for 
Scandinavian ports.

A look back
A FEW of us can recall the 
past mail boat, the Loch 
Mor, which used to carry 
a miscellany of cargo to 
Scalpay.

As well as letters the boat 
would carry up to a dozen 
week-old chickens in a 
cardboard box. 

Qualifi er for    
Silver Medal
With the current year solo 
competitions already under 
way, it has recently been 
announced that there is to 
be a qualifying competition 
for some of the places in the 
silver medal contest at the 
Argyllshire Gathering and 
the Northern Meeting this 
year.  

This was decided at the 
eligibility meeting held at 
the end of February.  This 
is a joint meeting where the 
main promoters, the CPA 
and judges representatives 
discuss the merits of likely 
contenders for participation 
in the respective silver 
medal contests.  I have been 
suggesting such a scheme 
for these competitions for 
some time and I am pleased 

place. The Northern Meeting 
have sensibly stuck to their 
agreed limit of twenty 

Argyllshire Gathering has 
decided to stick with their 
number of around thirty 
players.  It seems that old 
habits die hard at Oban.  So 
the places that have not been 
allocated directly will be 

- ten for the Argyllshire 

will be held in The College 
of Piping on the Sunday 
preceding the contest at 
Oban.  The number playing 

be around eighteen.   I am 
told that the judges at the 

as those who will judge the 
silver medal competition.

Critique sheets
This topic featured at the last 
seminar for judges on the 
Joint Committee list when 
a guest speaker, Mr Alastair 
Aitken of the training board 
of the Royal Scottish Pipe 
Band Association, spoke 
on how they approached 
the subject of compiling 
critique/points sheets.

Whilst the similarities 
between producing a 
critique sheet for a pipe 
band and one for a solo ceol 
mor competition may not 
be immediately obvious, it 
was interesting to hear how 
the Association approached 
the task of producing 
these sheets and how they 
consequently arrived at a 
result from summary sheets 
compiled at the same time 
by each adjudicator.  There 
was some discussion on 
how sheets may be prepared, 
what they may contain, and 
what detail may be relevant 
to performances.  At the 
same time the adjudicator 
must attempt to tread the 

opinion on a performance, 
and giving what some may 
describe as free lessons.

taken on how this should be 
moved forward, but it was 
obvious from the discussion 
that some judges are very 
much against writing such 
sheets at all, whilst others 
prefer a composite sheet 
from the bench rather than 
individual sheets from each 
judge.  It will be interesting 
to see where this one goes 
from here, as at the moment 
the writing of critique sheets 
is only a requirement at silver 
medal level.  The session 

featured an assessment 
of the performance of  a 
piobaireachd by two of 
our younger players, John 
Mulhearn and Alasdair 
Henderson, by three senior 
judges with comments along 
the lines of what might 
appear on critique sheets.

Glenfi ddich 
Championship
William Grant & Sons, 

Championship held at the 
end of October each year 
in Blair Castle, have made 
some changes to the rules 

contest.  The Silver Chanter 
recital has been dropped 

the professional contests 
held in the USA.  In their 
place comes the Masters 
competition held in the 
National Piping Centre in 
August during Piping Live, 
and the overall winner from 
the London Contest held in 
November.  It seems fair 
enough to drop the Silver 
Chanter, as these days it 
is a shadow of its former 
self, featuring only four or 

The “Masters” contest 
has amended its entry 
requirements to strengthen 

include the overall at London 
is a bit puzzling though as 
this competition already has 
a qualifying competition 

list (The Bratach Gorm).
The rules now adopted 

champion
2.Winner of The Northern 
Meeting Clasp
3.Winner of Northern 
Meeting Former Winners 
MSR
4.Winner of Senior 
Piobaireachd at Argyllshire 
Gathering
5.Winner of Former Winners 
MSR Argyllshire Gathering
6.Winner of Masters 
Competition Glasgow
7.Winner of Bratach Gorm 
London
8.Winner of overall London
9.Winner of Gold Medal 
Argyllshire Gathering
10.Winner of Gold Medal 
Northern Meeting

In the event of multiple 
winners, the Clasp, Senior 
and former winners’ second 
prize winners will be taken 
into consideration.

Forthcoming 
Events
The next main junior 
competition is in 
Campbeltown on 24 April 
for the contest run by the 
Kintyre Piping Society.  
The following weekend is 
the Highlands and Islands 
Music Festival held in Oban 
where both senior and junior 
competitions take place. 

Dunvegan Medal
It has just recently been 
decided that the Dunvegan 
Medal competition held in 
Portree in August has capped 
the entry numbers at 25.  
This brings it into line with 
other major contests and is 
to be welcomed.  I believe 
entries will be allocated on 

basis.

Hugh MacCallum

THE PIPING SCENE     

Kyleakin Primary pupils held a sponsored walk in aid of Sport 
Relief on Friday, March 26 .  They managed to raise a total of 
£342 - a great amount for only 23 pupils.  

Kyleakin walkers raise cash

A COLLECTION of artworks 
and designs, by two Gaelic 
speaking Skye descendants 
has been donated to the Skye 
and Lochalsh Archive Centre 
in Portree.

The collected works of 
the MacDonald sisters are 
invaluable artwork and 
designs of Indian, African, 
Scottish drawings and 
social comment from sisters 
Catriona Mairi and Mairead. 

Gaelic speakers and writers, 
despite having never visited 
their homeland.

And despite the early life of 
the women’s lives, during the 
1920s through 1940s, being 
relatively well documented 
what the women did to 
make their living remains 
something of a mystery.

Staffi  n 
Distant cousin of the sisters 

Rev Murdoch MacKenzie, of 
Connel, said of his spinster 
cousins: ‘Over the years my 
father and his two sisters 
kept in touch with Mairead 
and Catriona, as did my 
cousin Christine.

‘Their mother, Margaret 
MacKinnon was my 
grandmother’s sister - one of 
a family of eleven who grew 
up in Lynton, Stenscholl, 

‘Margaret married Dugald 
Macdonald from Portree 
in 1919. Dugald, at that 
time, was working with 
the National Bank of India 
Ltd and they moved to 
Kiratchi where Catriona 
Mairi Macdonald was born 
on August 15, 1920 joined 
14 months later by Mairead 
MacKinnon on October 17, 
1921.

‘I always knew I had a 
pair of globetrotting aunts 
but they were something of 
a mystery to us. Sometime 
after Mairead’s death in 
1990 on the island of Sark 
it became apparent that 
Catriona was unable to live 
on her own.

‘We decided that due to ill 
health she must move into a 
nursing home – and for the 

and daughter of the island, 
she returned home to Skye.

‘Catriona asked for two 
things when she moved 
to The Haven in Uig: her 
piano and a tortoise named 
Demetriadi, that she had 
owned since she was 17. 

‘Before she died she 
enjoyed playing the piano 
for the other residents. Sadly 
her tortoise never made it to 
the island, but he still lives 
on Sark and is the grand old 
age of 73.

‘My cousins and I always 
imagined that we would 
have plenty of time to talk to 
Catriona. But that wasn’t to 
be, and Catriona sadly passed 
away in Portree Hospital on 
August 30, 2006.’

‘In Catriona’s estate there 
were many, many drawings 
and designs. They are 
a remarkable collection 
recording life in India, Africa 
and London. Some of them 
are even written in Gaelic, 
which is quite a thing.

‘From family records and 
the sister’s drawings and 
designs we can tell that 
shortly after Mairead’s 
birth the family moved 
from Karachi to Cawnpore 
(Kanpur). In 1929 they 
moved to London where 
they remained until 1948. 
They then moved to South 
Africa, Durban, Natal and 
were there till 1958 when 
they returned to London. 

‘After their mother’s death 
in 1966 the sisters moved to 
Malta until 1987 when they 
moved to Sark.

‘Mairead died in 1990 
but Catriona continued to 
live a very active life in 
Sark.  However by 2005 
she was becoming frail and 
hospital bills in Guernsey 
were huge. 

‘Both Anglican and 
Methodist ministers were 
very kind to her but in early 
2006, my brother, who she 
named as her next of kin, 
spoke to my cousin who is a 
surgeon in Penzance and he 

arranged for Catriona to be 
taken to Penzance and to be 
assessed medically. 

‘She agreed to go to The 
Haven care home in Uig 
in Skye and an ambulance 
took her from Penzance to 
there. I visited her there to 
obtain permission and a 
signed statement to enter her 
house and look through her 
possessions.

‘Someone had to go to Sark 
to sort out her affairs and as 
I had carved out three days 
in my diary to prepare for a 
talk I was supposed to give I 

Channel Islands. 
‘I arrived at 5 pm on a 

Monday and left at 11 am 
on the Wednesday. Without 
taking much sleep I went 
through as much as I could, 
found the artwork in a huge 
blue tin trunk. I brought as 
much as I could back in an 
old suitcase and in my own 
little bag. 

‘I also laid aside other 
things which were to be 

Archive Centre with left to right Alison Beaton, Anne MacLeod, Susan Beckley and 
Murdoch MacKenzie each holding one piece of the artwork. 
Susan Beckley is the Highland Council Archivist. Anne MacLeod is
the Archivist for Skye and Lochalsh based in the new Archive Centre on the
Portree High School Campus. Alison Beaton is her colleague.

sent on later including her 
Kemble Cameo piano, some 
furniture and other items 
relating to the family. 

‘These were shipped in 
a container and eventually 
arrived in Uig via Oxford. 

‘The piano is still in The 
Haven. Once in Skye she 
was able to speak to people, 
other than her parents and 
her sister, in Gaelic for the 

Much of the sisters’ lives 
remain a mystery to the 
family. 

Rev MacKenzie continued: 
‘They seemed to have 
studied at Harrow College of 
Art where they were elected 
Fellows of the Royal Society 
of the Encouragement of 
Arts, Manufactures and 
Commerce in December 
1943.

‘Some of their drawings 
are social comments about 
Gaelic gatherings in London, 
of the state of the artistic 
world and indeed everyday 
life in Africa. The sisters 

made extensive drawings of 
ceramics and pottery from 
museums. They also designed 
an incredible amount of 
designs for wallpaper and 
fabrics. But to what ends 
I am not sure. It will take 
some more investigative 

Cousins Christine and Dave 
Torlach were so intrigued by 
the works of art that they 
took them to the Antiques 
Roadshow when it was 

The expert Paul Atterbury, 
was so interested in the work 
that he has kept in touch with 
the family. Upon hearing the 
works had been moved to 
Skye, he said: ‘This is a very 
satisfactory outcome, and 
a great reward for all your 
work. I am glad to have been 
able, via the Roadshow, to 
have played a small part in 
the process.’

It may take some time 
until the works are archived. 
Visitors should contact the 
centre ahead of any visit.

Sisters’ collection of art and designs is              
donated to Skye and Lochalsh Archive Centre

AROUND THE RURALS

Kilbrandon
Vice President Shona Neil 
welcomed everyone to the 
April meeting of Kilbrandon 
SWRI, held recently in Seil 
Island Hall.

The Lorn Rally, held in the 
Hall on  March 20, had been 
a great success with everyone 
enjoying the excellent venue 
and the warmth of welcome 
extended by Kilbrandon 
members to all visitors.  
Kilbrandon’s entries had 
been very successful, with 
a good number of red, silver 
and gold stars including 
the award to Sue Moss of 
the prize for the Special 
Competition (Child’s Ball).

Shona introduced the 
speaker for the evening: 
Adele de Solla who runs the 

Centre of Healing in Oban, 
providing a holistic approach 
to improve health and 
well-being.  Adele gave an 
outline of her work, and then 
offered members the chance 
to experience shoulder, head 
and hand massage to relax 
muscles and relieve stress.

The vote of thanks was 
given by Julie Ferris.

Kilmore
KILMORE SWRI’s March 
meeting welcomed George 
McNab, gardener at 
Ardchattan Priory for a talk 
on the care of cacti.

George’s passion for cacti 
started when he was a small 
boy and today he has a large 
collection at Ardchattan.

Members enjoyed 
an excellent evening. 

Competition: Petticoat tails.
1 Mrs R Thomas 2 Mrs 

I Smith. Tablet: 1 Mrs F 
Dickie.

Taynuilt
President Mrs Jessie Servant 
welcomed 12 members and 
one visitor to the March 
meeting in Taynuilt Village 
Hall.

Mrs Margaret Whitton 
from the Kilmore institute 
demonstrated the making 

soon had everyone making 
crocuses and daffodils. 
Jessie called for a vote of 
thanks for Margaret and 
tea was served by hostesses 
Alice Campbell and Ann 
McCallum. Competitions: 
Orange curd: 1 Cathie Potter. 
Photo: 1 Alice Campbell.

Lifeboat launched
T I G H N A B R U A I C H ’ S 

lifeboat was launched last 
Thursday after a yacht with 
six people on board got into 
trouble off Ardlamont Point 
in the Kyles of Bute.

The lifeboat was called out 
at 3.40pm after the yacht’s 
propeller shaft broke, 
causing a leak. 

Rod Roberts of the 
Tighnabruaich rescue team 
said:  ‘ The crew plugged the 
leak and the yacht was able to 
sail on to Largs unassisted.’

There were six people 
onboard the yacht – four 
adults and two children.

TIGHNABRUAICH
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Complete the form below and send 
or hand in to Rutherfords.
Name ............................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................

The Cutting Edge of Success
Rutherfords Hair & Beauty salon is proving to be 
a huge success and to help celebrate their great 
success we are offering one of our lucky readers a 
free cut and colour.
Closing date for entries:  Friday 30th April

Stevenson Street | Oban | Tel: 01631 565411

Lorn Lines Lorn Lines

Sponsored by 

MacQueen Bros.
Charitable Trust

Community Charity Shop, White Buildings, North Pier

Donations of bric-a-brac, collectable, ornaments, books and paintings always 

wanted and greatly appreciated

Tel 01631 564848 
Charity No. SC041044

OBAN High School has raised a total of £1,277.31 for the 
Haiti appeal.

The money was raised at a concert held in the Corran 
Halls, which was a joint venture with the Oban Rotary 
Club.

The total amount raised was split between the school and 
the rotarians.

The school will donate their half of the total to Mary’s 
Meals and the Rotary Club’s half will go to Shelter boxes.

School captains Lisa MacKenzie and Angus Scott 
attended a recent meeting of the Rotary Club where they 
presented a cheque for their half to the Oban Rotary Club 
President David Mitchell.

School captains Lisa MacKenzie and Angus Scott 
present a cheque for £1,277.31 to Oban Rotary Club  
President David Mitchell.

AN OBAN woman has pled 
guilty to a number offences 
committed in Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

Jenna Craik, aged 25, 
appeared last week at Oban 
Sheriff Court where she ad-
mitted breaching the peace 
on January 6 this year in 
the accident and emergency 
department and the high 
dependency unit as well as 

ers. Sheriff Douglas Small 
deferred sentence on Craik 
of Solas, Albany Street, 
Oban, until May 4 for back-
ground reports.

AN OBAN man has pled 
guilty to having a knife in 
his possession in public.

David Ritz, Flat 10, 
Westbay Apartments, Oban, 
was overhead by two door 
stewards at Paparazzi bar/
café in Oban on the evening 
Saturday March 6 when he 
claimed to have a knife.

The bar staff contacted po-
lice and when Ritz, aged 22, 
was stopped in Breadalbane 
Street the knife was found 
in his right-hand pocket.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last week that it was a 
black-handled knife with a 
three-inch blade.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
deferred sentence on Ritz 
until May 4 for background 
reports.

Oban man admits 
carrying knife

Woman caused 
disturbance at 
hospital

Portsonachan quiz 
raises £400 for 
Macmillan

AN ARGYLL housing 
association is to spend over 
£23 million on improving 
its homes in the coming 
year. 

The board of Argyll 
Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), 

which owns more than 
5,000 homes, approved 
the spending in its 2010-
11 budget. Over 1,000 
kitchens and bathrooms will 

more houses will be 
rewired, re-roofed and get 

new windows. More than 
£2.8m will also be spent on 
ACHA’s new development 
at Croft Avenue, Oban, as 
well as building new homes 
in Dunoon, Ardrishaig, 
Campbeltown and Islay. 

Alastair MacGregor, 

ACHA’s chief executive, 
said: ‘In these challenging 

times I am pleased that we 
have been able to approve a 
budget which will improve 
homes, build new ones 
and invest in retaining and 

creating jobs in the Argyll 
and Bute economy.’

More than a third of 
the association’s income 
for next year will come 
from Scottish government 
grants for new homes and 
improvements.

£23m invested in social home improvements

WHEN The Oban Times launched its 
Oban Times Travels feature, inviting 
people to send in photos of themselves 
and The Oban Times in exotic and 
unusual places, little did we realise 
how popular it would be.

Within a short space of time, there 
were literally hundreds of photos 
which are added to on a regular basis 
making it next to impossible to include 
them all in the paper.

So, instead The Oban Times has 
created a space on its website www.
obantimes.co.uk especially for its 
Oban Times Travels photos.

Go to our home page and click on the 
‘interact’ button at the top of the page, 
choose Oban Times Travels/View the 
travel map.

A map of the world will appear with 
lots of pins on it indicating where 
people have travelled with their Oban 
Times.

Just click on a pin to see who has been 

to Siberia or the Philippines or Kenya 
or the Namibian desert or Tristan de 
Cunha and, of course, Oban – New 
Zealand with their Oban Times.

Our readers are a well-travelled 
bunch having taken their Oban Times 
to events or to the top of mountains or 
to families abroad or to world heritage 
sites or just to the beach.

Thanks to you, this West Highland 
institution is a very well-travelled 
oracle.

Because of the volume of photos that 
has been sent into us since we started 
this feature not all the photos have 
made it into the website world map 
yet, however, slowly but surely we are 
getting around to putting them all on.

Just keep checking to see if yours has 
made it yet and if you haven’t done so 
and are going away somewhere this 
year – don’t forget to take your Oban 
Times with you – and send in your 
photo to editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Bill Matthews, a member of Oban Mountain Rescue Team, took his Oban 
Times to the summit of Cotopaxi, which, at 5,897 metres (19,347 feet), is 
the highest ‘active’ volcano in Ecuador.

Oban Times travels the world

THE SPEED with which 
Hebridean Air Services was 
able to take over the running 

has been described as 
‘remarkable’ by an Argyll 
councillor.

C u m b e r n a u l d - b a s e d 
Hebridean Air Services and 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
which owns the airport, 
worked round the clock to get 

after Highland Airways, 
which ran the public service 

Coll and Colonsay, went 
into administration.

The council’s transport 
spokesman Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre said 
he was impressed that a 
process, which usually takes 
months, was reduced to two 
weeks.

Chief pilot with the new 
operators, George Cormack, 

the airport last Thursday by 
Councillor MacIntyre and 
Martin Gorringe, council 
operations manager for 
marine and airports.

Mr Cormack and his staff 
were praised for working 
over Easter weekend to train 
staff and set up websites 
and phone lines in order to 
accommodate passengers 

quickly.
Councillor MacIntyre said: 

‘George and Martin and the 
various administrators had 
to jump through hoops to 

and to do that in two weeks 
is remarkable.

‘When you consider 
everything they had to 
go through with the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
and the various areas of red 
tape it was a tremendous 
achievement, which is 
appreciated by the service 
users.

‘Another thing that 
impressed me was 
the support from the 
communities involved, who 
were keen to ensure the 
service continued as quickly 
as possible.’

Pilot Julie Angell, who 

Highland Airways, will 

Norman Highlander aircraft 
on the routes and said she 
was delighted to have been 
recruited once more.

Mr Cormack explained: 
‘I knew I wanted Julie to 

I heard Highland Airways 
went into administration. 
You don’t get too many 
experienced Islander pilots.

‘We were fortunate to 
have the same CAA Flight 
Operations Inspector as 
Highland Airways, who 
understood the importance 
of this route and that helped 
to speed up the process of 
taking it over.’

A new tendering process 
for the routes from 
September will begin shortly 
and Hebridean Air Services 
intends to bid for them. 

It is the company’s long 
term aim to develop more 
routes on Scotland’s west 
coast.

Pictured at Oban Airport are, from left: airport assistant manager Tom Eddleston, pilot Julie Angell, Argyll 
and Bute Council operations manager Martin Gorringe, Hebridean Air Services chief pilot George Cormack 
and Councillor Duncan MacIntyre. 07_t16air01

Hebridean praised for 

a tremendous 
achievement, 
which is much 
appreciated by 
the service users.

Argyll and Bute 
Council councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre

HI-TECH tracking 
equipment is to be put on 
all West Coast Motors buses 
in Argyll and on some ferry 
routes.

Real Time Passenger 
Information, which is already 
in use on 24 buses in the area, 
gives accurate information 
to waiting passengers about 
when their bus will arrive.

First for Argyll
HITRANS partnership 

manager Ranald Robertson 
said: ‘As well as having 
screens at bus stations 
we want to have tracking 
devices on the three main 
ferries operating out of 
Oban: MV The Isle of Mull,
MV Lord of the Isles and MV 
Clansman.’

‘That will be a ground-
breaking move; I’m not 
aware of it happening 
anywhere else.’

HITRANS also plans to 
put the information on the 
internet, meaning passengers 
can check if their bus or ferry 
is on time before leaving 
home.

Mr Robertson said 
investing in this plan will put 
Argyll one step ahead of the 
rest of Scotland. 

‘By showing early interest 
in real time technology West 
Coast Motors is right at the 
cutting edge of this project 
and we want to hold it up 
as an exemplar to the rest of 
Scotland,’ he said.

HITRANS, Argyll and 
Bute Council and West 
Coast Motors have helped to 

per cent of funding coming 
from the European Union.

The technology won’t just 
be used to get information to 
passengers. HITRANS say 
it will also tell drivers how 

how to maintain their tyres. 
This would reduce costs of 
maintenance and possibly 
lower insurance.

HITRANS aim to have 
the scheme fully rolled out 
on the buses and ferries by 
January 2011.

Argyll bus 
info goes 
high-tech

recovers from a pre-planned hernia operation by taking 
part in light cardio vascular exercise.

And things seem to be working out as he is maintain-
ing his weight loss and continues to enjoy exercise three 
times a week.

Robin Morton of Energie Fitness said: ‘Anyone think-
ing of joining George on his walk up Ben Nevis in 
September should be getting out and about, making full 
use of the good weather. 

up Ben Lora and we will be doing a peak once a month 
until the big day.

‘Anyone taking part in the Man Versus Mountain Walk 
should contact Andrew at Energie Fitness on 565000. 
He will be happy to give some training and nutrition 
advice for the climb.’

MORE than 15 spring clean-up events are taking place 
around Argyll in the next couple of weeks as part of 
Keep Scotland Beautiful’s annual National Spring 
Clean Campaign.

The clean-up campaign is being funded by the Scot-
tish government and anyone who registers is sent a free 
clean-up pack including tabards, posters, stickers and 
bin bags.

Eight clean-ups have been registered for Lorn on the 
Keep Scotland Beautiful website http://springclean.
keepscotlandtidy.org/map.asp in the following areas: 
Port Appin, Lismore, Barcaldine, Dunbeg, Ardchattan, 
Connel, Bonawe, Kilchrenan, Lochgilphead, Ardrishaig, 
Ormsary, Tarbert, Clachan Tarbert, Campbeltown and 
Jura.

A FUN quiz held in Port-
sonachan Village Hall in aid 
of Macmillan Cancer Care 
has raised £400.

Organiser Rena MacPher-
son, who was given 39 

said the success of the day 
was down to the generosity 
of the communities around 
Loch Awe.

There was an entry of 56 
people in the quiz last Fri-
day, which Rena described 
as ‘great fun’.

Woman denies 
assaulting man 
AN OBAN woman has been 
charged with assaulting a 
man by hitting him on the 
head with a can on Satur-
day, April 10. 

Kate McAllister, aged 43 
of 1 Campbell Crescent, de-
nied the alleged assault and 
was released on bail until a 
trial, scheduled for July 19 
at Oban Sheriff Court. 
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Picture Specialists will be in your 
area the week commencing 26 April 
and are able to provide free and 
confidential auction valuations.

Enquiries & Appointments
Colleen Bowen 
0131 240 2292
colleen.bowen@bonhams.com

Illustrated
John Bellany, CBE RA HRSA LLD (Lon) 
(British, born 1942) 
Estimate: £7,000 - £9,000 

Bonhams
22 Queen Street 
Edinburgh EH2 1JX
0131 225 2266
0131 220 2547 fax

Bonhams
176 St Vincent Street
Glasgow G2 5SG
0141 223 8866
0141 223 8868 fax

www.bonhams.com/scottishpictures

Valuation Week
Pictures

POLICE are investigating 
CCTV images after al-
legations that a glass was 
thrown in a public bar in 
Oban.

The incident occurred in 
the early hours of April 11 
in the Woodside Bar, Oban. 
Police are appealing for wit-
nesses to the incident. 

The victim received treat-
ment for minor injuries.

A DISTRESS call from a 
suicidal man saw him alive 
and well and subsequently 
arrested in relation to other 
matters.

Police were called to Suth-
erland Grove, Barcaldine on 
Saturday April 10 at 7.50 
am, by a male who said he 
intended to commit suicide.

Police attended and a man 
was found safe but was spo-
ken to about another matter.

Police investigate 
thrown glass claim

Barcaldine ‘help’ 
call ends in arrest

Public health 
grants to help 
communities
COMMUNITIES who want 
to develop health projects 
could get a helping hand 
from a small grant scheme. 

Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Public Health Network is 
making small grants of up 
to £2,500 available to com-
munity groups that want to 
carry out health improve-
ment activities. Past grants 
have paid for gardening 
equipment, swimming 
lessons for carers, target-
ted counselling sessions 

by a Tiree youth club and a 
pensioners’ lunch club. 

Eleanor MacKinnon chair 
of the network said the 
funds were to support new 
ways of promoting health 
in the area, particularly by 
encouraging new partner-
ships.

An information day will 
be held next Thursday, 
April 22, for those who are 
interested in applying and 
who want help to develop 
their applications. Work-
shops will take place from 
2-4pm and from 5-7pm in 
the Dunollie Halls, Oban. 
Places must be booked 
in advance by contacting 
01631 569 545 or training.
abvc@tiscali.co.uk.

NTS launch 
‘inspirational’ art 
competition
THE NATIONAL Trust for 
Scotland has launched an art 
competition urging artists in 
Argyll and Bute to use the 
trust’s assets for inspiration.

The competition is open 
to students, emerging and 
established artists.

Artists can submit two-di-
mensional art of all types. 

Entries should be sub-
mitted via www.nts.org.
uk/artcompetition by August 
16 2010.

VISITScotland has awarded 
two Argyll marketing groups 
more than £18,000 in a bid 
to put the Argyll peninsula 

Cowal Marketing group 
and Kyles Marketing group 
were awarded the cash from 

VisitScotland’s growth 
fund.

Cowal Marketing group, 
made up of 33 local 
businesses, was awarded 
£13,800 with the Kyles 
Group, made up of 10 
local businesses, receiving 

£5,000.
The Cowal Marketing 

group will use the money to 
develop a new image of the 
area as a visitor destination.

David Marshall, vice 
chairman of the group, said:  
‘The majority of people are 

simply unaware of what 
Cowal has to offer.

‘The growth fund award 
will help us build a fresh, 
new brand and website and 
launch a PR campaign this 
summer which will help to 
establish Cowal’s reputation 

as an essential west coast 
visitor destination.’

The Kyles marketing group 
will complement this effort 
and focus on a smaller area 

Portavadie.

The group aim to promote 
this area as ‘Argyll’s Secret 
Coast’.

VisitScotland’s regional 
director David Adams-
McGilp said the two groups 
‘are a shinning example of 
local businesses working 

together to promote their 
product and area, which is 
exactly what the growth 
fund is all about’.

VisitScotland launched the 
growth fund in 2008 with 
the aim of helping reach 
new markets.

Marketing groups in Cowal get £18,000 boost from Visit Scotland

POPULAR Loch Etive 
beauty spots are being spoiled 
and wildlife threatened by 
litter. 

One regular visitor who 
found heaps of rubbish 
described the disrespect as 
‘sickening’.

After visiting a spot on the 
shore near Ardchattan Priory 
to enjoy the views, she said: 
‘We were very disappointed 
to see the mess that had been 

were bags full of rubbish, 
empty plastic bait boxes, 
bait bags, cans, broken 
bottles and cigarette packets 
strewn all over the shore and 
the surrounding area. 

‘It is a lovely spot popular 

Considering the wildlife 
around the loch and that the 
loch is such a rich source of 
seafood for our local industry 
we were saddened at the 
blatant disregard for the area. 

show such disrespect for our 
very precious country side.’

Iain MacDonald, chair 
of Archattan Community 

‘Sickening’ 
litter threatens 
beauty spots

We were 
saddened at the 
blatant disregard 
for the area.
regular visitor to 
Loch Etive

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

CHRISTINE McCARTNEY
cmccartney@obantimes.

co.uk

Litter left by fi shermen is spoiling Loch Etive beauty spots, according to the community and visitors. 15_t16rub01

Council, said the local 
community held regular 
beach cleans, but rubbish 
left behind by campers 

recurring problem.
‘It is a very sensitive loch, 

side of things,’ he said. 
‘What makes it particularly 

people who use the loch 

responsibly. There are lots of 
sea-anglers who come up on 
a regular basis and they are 
as appalled as we are when 
they see this.’ 

Mr MacDonald added the 
community may need to 
consider new measures to 
tackle litter, including bins 
and signs: ‘For years we 
have taken the view that 
people should be taking their 
litter home, but that doesn’t 
always work.’ 

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said they 
did not carry out regular 
cleaning of the areas, but 
supported community clean 
up efforts. 

She said: ‘We have tried 
placing communal and 
trade bins at these sites, but 
unfortunately they had to be 
removed because of misuse. 

‘There are no plans at 
present to reinstate them.’

She added no complaints 
had been made about these 
sites, but council staff would 
be visiting them to make 
sure they were tidy as soon 
as possible.

MULL and Iona Chamber 
of Commerce has appointed 

oversee the growth of the 
organisation.

And, with a new worker, 
the chairman of the 
organisation is hopeful that 

Chamber of Commerce 
will see the group grow in 
numbers and in status.

Sandy Brunton, chairman, 
said: ‘The Chamber of 
Commerce on Mull and 
Iona has been on the go for 
a long time. We have two 
very busy websites and we 
are always getting asked our 
opinion on roads, ferries and 
transport.

‘We have to keep moving 
ahead have agreed to become 

Chamber of Commerce and 
in turn with the Scottish and 
UK chambers. In doing so, 
a new raft of business may 
be interested in becoming 
members of the chamber, 
as we will be able to offer 

package.
‘We sincerely believe that 

many businesses on the 
island will appreciate the 

packaged and the lobbying 

will give us.
‘The new worker, 

employed through Mull 
and Iona Community Trust 
(MICT), is Sian Scott. 
She will actively and 
pro-actively develop the 
services for businesses on 
the island.’

MEMBERS of the Uists’ 
Society of the Sea, Comunn 
Na Mara (CNM) took a trip 
round Lochmaddy Bay at 
the weekend to learn more 
about the unique qualities of 
the habitat.

a series being planned to 
invite members of the public 
to explore Lochmaddy Bay 
over the summer.

The bay holds Marine 
Special Area of Conservation 
status, and is considered one 

for the diversity of eco-

within its waters.
Piloted by Niall Johnson 

of Uist Outdoor Centre, the 
group spent more than two 
hours visiting different areas 
of the loch.

Marine scientist Andrew 
Rodger of Berneray was 
aboard to guide the tour and 
answer members’ questions. 
He also used an underwater 
camera to show CNM 

members the richness of the 
wildlife beneath the surface.

Expertise was also added by 
naturalists Joanne Ferguson 

of Western Isles Wildlife 
Tours.

CNM chairman Gus 
Macaulay said: ‘This was a 

a greater understanding 
of the bay and evaluate 
what we can do in future to 
offer opportunities for the 

public to learn more about 
Lochmaddy Bay.

‘In collaboration with Niall 
Johnson and other parties 
we are looking at offering a 
series of educational trips to 
schools and the public over 
the summer.’ 

He added: ‘CNM members 
have a great pool of 
knowledge among them 
about marine matters but 
were astounded by the riches 
of Lochmaddy Bay.’

Uist organisation learns of the 
qualities of Lochmaddy Bay

CHILDREN from 
Lochgilphead and the 
surrounding area were some 

Orkney Venus when it went 
on display locally.

Robyn Garrie, 12, brother 
Alexander Garrie, 10 and 
Niamh Brady, 8, went to see 

at Kilmartin House Museum 
last Friday morning when 
the exhibition doors were 
open.

The Venus, also known as 
the Westray Wife, is the only 
known Neolithic carving of 
a human form to have been 
found in Scotland.

The exhibition, which 
will remain at the museum 
until April 18, provides an 
overview of recent research 
on the Venus and tell the 
story of current excavations 
on Westray.

Visitors 

see Orkney 
Venus

ISLE OF Skye stunt bike rider 
Danny MacAskill is hoping 
a new sponsorship deal with 
a helmet manfacturer will 
bring him better luck as he 
recovers from his second 

months.
The Dunvegan daredevil 

became famous after 16 
million people viewed his 
gravity-defying exploits 
riding his bike through 
Edinburgh’s streets viewed 
his video clip on YouTube.

Danny, now based in the 
capital, has signed a deal 
with Swedish company POC 
helmets for a three years 
partnership and received his 
new helmets last week. 

He said: ‘I am so excited 
to be working with such 
an amazing company 
and I am really happy to 
have the products and the 
support to push my riding 
to where I want it to be.’
 CEO and POC founder 
Stefan Ytterborn said he was 
‘so proud’ to have the Skye 
man on his team. 

Danny MacAskill

Skye stunt rider is 
looking for luck

TICKETS for the Saw Doc-
tors Oban concert have been 
won by Irene MacDougall, 
Oban who named the band’s 
new album as What the Saw 
Doctors Saw; Anne White, 
Fort William with Hear We 
Go Again; Roseann Morri-
son, Oban with Songs From 
Real Life; Hector MacDon-
ald, Oban with Gon’eirit 
–adh leat (Good Luck to 
You) and John Muir, Ar-
drishaig with Slante.

Saw Doctors ticket 
winners

KYLEAKIN Connections Day 
Centre has held a presentation 
day to celebrate achievments 
made by the attenders through 
the John Muir Award and Skye 
and Wester Ross College. 

Friends and family enjoyed a 
buffet and a display of work, while 
Highland Council development 

college’s Tracy Matheson gave a 
presentation of their work.

Lib Dem representative Alan 
MacRae presented John Muir 
awards and SVQs in IT skills 

are currently working towards a 
SVQ in food and drink service 
through working in The Nice 
Café, which they run in Kyleakin.

Front, Mina MacLeod, Ewen MacLure, Lachie John MacDonald, 
David MacRae, Jamie Fraser, and back, Charlene Macleod, Paul 
Bassett, Scott Anderson, Cameron Reid and Carol Mackay at 
the awards ceremony.

Kyleakin centre celebrates 
attenders’ achievements

MEMBERS of the Easdale 
Island community heard the 
case for wind, solar power 
and heat pump technology 
at a meeting to help decide 
which alternative energy 
source the island will take 
on.

Homes on the island are 
among the least energy 

and the community has 
received funding from the 
Scottish Gas Green Streets 
programme to help address 
the problem.

However the community 
also sees this as an 
opportunity to generate its 
own power on the island.

In opening the meeting, 
which was hosted by Eilean 
Eisdeal, local builder Mike 
MacKenzie said: ‘We have 
been bombarded with 
information on climate 
change but while I am aware 
of that, I maybe hadn’t 
thought about the issue 
carefully. 

‘This project has made me 
think about it.’

The idea of tidal power was 
raised by Mr MacKenzie, 
who added that a wave 
power generator, unlike 
a wind turbine, would be 
unobtrusive and could 
generate enough energy to 
power the island.

Green power options are 
discussed at Easdale

A PLAN to create a new 
generation of Gaelic 
speakers has been welcomed 
by government ministers.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig, the main 
public body to promote and 
develop Gaelic, was asked 
by the government to create 
a plan to increase Gaelic 
usage.

The plan, Ginealach Ùr 
na Gàidhlig, will focus on 
young people and parental 
support, but also aims to 
improve adult learning and 
to make the Gaelic language 
more accessible in everyday 
life.

Arthur Cormack, Chair of 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, said he 
is aware that the plan needs 
to focus on many different 
areas to be successful. 

He said: ‘There is no single 
answer to the challenges 
faced and no one solution 

that can save a language in 
decline.

‘A range of strategies will 
be adopted in a structured 
manner to secure the future 
of Gaelic.’

Minister for Gaelic Fiona 
Hyslop said: ‘Gaelic is so 
much more than a language 
– it is a rich and vital element 
of Scottish culture, both past 
and present.

‘We want a sustainable 
future for the language and 
to ensure its survival.’

Plan aims to generate 
more Gaelic speakers

Gaelic is so much 
more than a 
language . . .

Minister for Gaelic
Fiona Hyslop
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THE WAY we receive 
television is changing on 
October 13, but help is at 
hand to make sure west coast 
viewers are ready for digital. 

Turning off  analogue 
On that date, the Torosay 

transmitter on Mull and small 
transmitters relaying the signal 
over the western Highlands 
and islands will start turning 
off analogue TV channels, 

process will be completed on 
October 27, when all other 
channels will switch to digital 
broadcasting.

in the Central Scotland region 
to make the switch.

Viewers from Mallaig to 
parts of Mid Argyll, Spean 
Bridge to Dalmally will be 
affected and may need to take 

steps to ensure they can keep 
watching.

Those receiving television 
through an aerial will need 
to check they have the 
right equipment. Almost 
any television, even an old 
black and white one, can be 
converted to receive digital 
with a set-top box. 

Anyone who already owns a 
Freeview, BT Vision or TopUp 
TV set-top box is ready to 
receive digital TV, but will 
need to re-tune their box to 
pick up the same service. 
If you receive a satellite or 
cable service, it will not be 
affected. 

The switchover will free 
up the airwaves for extra 

broadcasting and wireless 
broadband. Turning off the 

analogue signal will also 
enhance the freeview signal, 
improving the picture and 
increasing the number of 
households that can receive 
it. Analogue radio will not be 
affected at this stage. 

If this all seems confusing 
and daunting, help is at hand. 
Digital UK is an independent 

body that has been set 
up to provide advice and 
information.  Their website, 
at www.digitaluk.co.uk has 
detailed guidance and they 
are also operating a helpline 
on 08456 50 50 50. 

The Switchover Help 
Scheme has been set up by 
the UK government and the 
BBC to make sure no one is 
left behind by the transition 
to digital. For those who need 
a little extra help, the scheme 
explains the basics, makes 
sure your television can 
receive the new signal and 
helps get the right equipment 
and install it if necessary. 

Luke McCullough, national 
network manager for 
Scotland, said: ‘Many people 

and lots already have. 

‘But for those who need a 
little extra help, we want them 
to know that they will get the 
additional support they need 
from the Switchover Help 
Scheme and Digital UK.’

Those over 75 or who have 
lived a care home for six 
months or more, as well as 
registered blind or partially 
sighted or people eligible 

can get the extra help. They 
should be receiving an 
information pack shortly 
to explain what practical 
assistance is available. If they 
decide to take up the help 
scheme, most people will be 
asked to contribute £40, but 
those who qualify and receive 
income support, job seeker’s 
allowance or pension credit 
will get the help for free. 

Help is at hand for digital switchover as analogue switch off  date draws closerAdvertorial

Many people will 
fi nd it simple to 
switch and lots 
already have.
national network 
manager
Luke McCullough

The Torosay transmitter on the Isle of  Mull and small transmitters relay 
the signal over the western Highlands and islands

AN OBAN man who 
stole two laptops to feed 
his drug habit has been 
sent to prison for six 
months.

Paul Nicol, of Ty an 
Mor, Glenmore Road, 
turned 29 years old on 
the day of his sentencing 
last Tuesday at Oban 
Sheriff Court, where he 
pled guilty to breaking 
into the house and 
stealing two laptops and 
a webcam on March 23, 
while on bail.

The laptops, which 
were recovered by 
police, contained all the 
coursework of a mature 
student who lived at the 
address.

District procurator 

told the court that, on the 
date libelled, the student 
was alone in the house 
and was woken at 2am 
by his dog barking.

He became aware that 

the downstairs lights 
were on and discovered 
a panel on the kitchen 
door had been smashed 
and both laptops, plus 
webcam, stolen.

Police enquires traced 
the laptops to an address 
where the occupant told 
police he was keeping 
the laptops for Nicol, 
who was arrested on 
March 30.

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said his client’s 
life had been blighted 
by heroin since the age 
of 18.

He added: ‘He carried 
out this break-in to fund 
his drug habit.

‘He doesn’t seem able 
to help himself and 
clearly needs serious 

In sentencing Nicol, 
Sheriff Douglas Small 
noted he had six previous 
convictions for similar 
offences.

Oban laptop thief 
is sent to jail for 
six months

THE FATHER of a 
teenager who smashed 
up his mother’s 
house because he was 
‘impatient’ and ‘angry’ 
has told Oban Sheriff 
Court that his son had 
‘not been right’ since last 
winter.

Pled guilty
N i n e t e e n - y e a r - o l d 

Benjamin Goodman, 
whose bail address was 
given as Aoineadh Dubh, 
Isle of Lismore, appeared 
on an undertaking and 
pled guilty last Tuesday 
to damaging property 
and smashing windows 
and doors at his mother’s 
house in Appin on April 
1.

He also admitted 
causing a breach of the 
peace and placing her in 
a state of fear and alarm 
during the incident.

District procurator 

said: ‘A neighbour 
observed the accused’s 
mother running from the 
house in some distress. 
She was crying and 
screaming.

‘The witness then heard 

a disturbance from inside 
the house and phoned the 
police.’

that nine window panes, 
the front door and internal 
doors in the house had 
been smashed.

Asked by police to 
explain his actions, 
Goodman replied: 
‘Impatience. I don’t like 
waiting around. 

the place up.’
In his own words, 

Goodman described the 
damage to the house as: 
‘Horrendous; pretty bad; 
severe.’ 

His father, who was 
in court, told Sheriff 
Douglas Small that his 
son’s anger issues had 
worsened since the 
previous winter but he 
had never seen a doctor 
about the condition.

Sheriff Small deferred 
sentence until May 5 
to obtain background 
reports, including a 
psychiatric assessment, 
and to determine the 
cost of the damage to the 
property.

Son smashed up house

A NEW initiative to encourage 
more employees to take up sign 
language is coming to Oban.

Signs4Life, a voluntary 
organisation, is setting up 
introductory inhouse employee 
courses designed to equip 
people with the skills needed 
to communicate with deaf and 
hard of hearing.

The courses are designed 

companies with employees 
learning signs that are common 
to the environment in which 
they operate.

help organisations comply with 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act and meet corporate 
responsibility targets.

Sara Phillips, a tutor with 
Signs4Life, said:  ‘There are 
95,000 deaf and hearing-

impaired people in Scotland.
‘You never know when you 

will come into contact with 
a customer, a colleague or a 
member of the public who is 
deaf or hearing impaired.’

‘I think the forthcoming Adult 
Learners’ Week (May 15-21) 
would be a great opportunity to 
introduce some deaf awareness 
into the workplace’, she added.

The aim of Signs4Life is 

to raise public and political 
awareness of the hearing 
impaired.

The organisation is also 
behind campaigns to introduce 
sign language into the 
education system alongside 
other languages like French 
and Spanish.

For more information about 
Signs4Life in Oban log on to 
www.signs4life.org.uk.

Sign language initiative is coming to Oban

JAMES Aitchison of 
Lochaber Phoenix Amateur 
Boxing Club was among 
the home winners at the 
club’s sell-out boxing show 
at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William on Saturday night.

James, aged 12, prevailed 
in his bout against George 
Stewart from Granite City 
ABC, Aberdeen, in front of 
500 enthusiastic fans.

The young boxer, from 

Upper Achintore in Fort 
William, also won the young 
boxer of the night trophy for 
his efforts over three two-
minute rounds.

The evening featured 12 

those outside the Nevis 
Centre after the event.

Fighting broke out between 
a group of young men and 
quickly developed into a 
general melee.

Such was the inebriation 
of the combatants, however, 
scarcely a decent punch was 
landed.

Acting police inspector 
David Campbell told The 
Oban Times: ‘There was 
a wee rammy. But it was a 
minor disturbance which 
had dispersed before the 

Full boxing coverage and 
pictures on sports pages.

HIGHLAND Council leader 
Michael Foxley is warning 
Fort William’s £80million 
waterfront project could be 
scrapped if the council’s 
partner developers fronting 
the controversial scheme fail 
to meet their deadlines.

In an exclusive interview, 
Dr Foxley suggested Fort 
William Waterfront Ltd 
(FWWL) could lose out 
to a major supermarket 
elsewhere in the town 
if concrete evidence of 
progress does not emerge 
soon. Miller Developments 
are shortly expected to lodge 
a planning application for a 
huge development at the Blar 
Mhor, including a 70,000 sq 
ft superstore, while Morbaine 

for a supermarket at North 
Road within weeks. 

Dr Foxley issued his 
ultimatum following 
revelations last week that 
FWWL has made no move 
on taking over leases from 
the council’s landlords, the 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

James Aitchison proudly shows off  his trophy to the Nevis Centre crowd 10_f16james01

Nevis boxing show 
proves a sell-out hit

£80 million Fort 
waterfront project 
could be scrapped

Council leader Michael 
Foxley

Remenham Partnership, 
which rents Tweeddale 
Buildings on High Street to 

As part of a deal which 
secured them ‘preferred 
developer’ status, FWWL 
agreed to buy out the 
council’s expensive longterm 

leases on Tweeddale and 
Lochaber House before 
rehousing council services 

waterfront. Remenham 
director Steve Gary said 
he had not even received a 
phone call from FWWL on 
re-assigning the leases.

FWWL also has to 
complete environmental, 

impact assessments by next 
January under ‘suspensive 
conditions’ written into their 
contract with the council.

Speaking in Lochaber 
House on Tuesday, Dr 
Foxley said he was 
‘extremely unhappy’ at the 
apparent lack of progress, 
and ruled out giving FWWL 
an extension of time to meet 
contract conditions. He also 
said FWWL’s requirement 
to realign the A82 to link 
the town centre with the 
waterfront was ‘inviolable’.

Challenged on public 
concerns over the lack of 

action, Dr Foxley said: 
‘They [FWWL]  have been 
told they must stick to the 
timetable and comply with 
it. They have to get on with 
it. If they don’t, they either 
withdraw their bid or apply 
for an extension – and if they 
don’t get that, the contract 
falls.

‘We now have a credible 
alternative proposal [Miller 
Developments scheme] 
which is currently going 
through the pre-planning 
consultation process, so it 
is essential that we know 
that the FWWL scheme 
is proceeding before any 
credible proposal has been 
formally submitted.’

FWWL spokesperson 
Charlie Barbour told a public 
meeting in Fort in December 
there was ‘no room’ in 
Fort William for another 
supermarket other than the 
one they hoped to bring to 
the waterfront. Mr Barbour 
has not responded to emails 
from The Oban Times.

Uist croft row goes to court despite petition

Planners to visit 
proposed Morvern 
housing site
COUNCILLORS have 
deferred two major housing 
applications in Lochaber 
until they view the proposed 
sites for themselves on May 
4.
  Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee mem-
bers will visit Achnaha two 
miles west of Lochaline, 
where Ardtornish Estate 
wants to build 20 homes 
on an 18 hectare site on 
both sides of the B849. A 
visit to Old Town, North 
Ballachulish, where D and 
E MacGillivray are seeking 
permission for 10 homes, 
will follow.
  Councillors decided on 
Tuesday in Portree to hold 
site hearings after both ap-
plications attracted numer-
ous objections.
  Morvern Community 
Council were among 13 
respondents concerned at 
the scale and impact of the 
proposed development at 
Achnaha, while the North 
Ballachulish proposal at-
tracted 20 written objections 
from local residents.
  Councillor Bren Gorm-
ley said: ‘The scale of the 
development is not huge 
in general terms, but in a 
community like Morvern it 
is huge.’ 

Bronze sculpture 
for ‘Way’ fi nish
A BRONZE sculpture of a 
seated weary hiker rub-
bing his feet will soon greet 

the West Highland Way at 
Gordon Square, Fort Wil-
liam.
  Planning councillors gave 
approval for the 1.3 metre 

day as part of a £518,000 
scheme to revamp the town 
centre, which will be un-
dertaken by contractors Pat 
Munro of Alness.

COMMUNITY landowners 
Stòras Uibhist are taking 
one of its own members to 
court over a piece of land.

Petition 
Snishival crofter Murdo 

Mackenzie, 60, won 
approval from the Crofters 
Commission for a small 
apportionment of Snishival 
Common Grazings in July 
2008.

Stòras did not appeal the 
decision but then raised 
an action with the Scottish 
Land Court to have the 

apportionment rescinded. 
The disputed land adjoins 

an apportionment belonging 
to Stòras Uibhist chairman 
Angus MacMillan.
  At a recent meeting in 
Stoneybridge Hall, SU 
directors were challenged 
on their costly legal battles.

Friends of Mr MacKenzie 
subsequently organised a 
petition urging Stòras to call 
off its action ‘in the interests 
of decency and justice’.
  Mr MacKenzie told The 
Oban Times: ‘I do know 

of the possible existence 
of a petition of some kind, 
but I can’t have anything 
to do with this until the 
court case takes place.’ 

Court costs
He added: ‘Not only do I 

have to pay for my defence 
but I am contributing through 
my taxes to Stòras Uibhist’s 
prosecution of its own case.’
   Archie MacKay, production 
editor of the island’s 
community newspaper Am 
Paiper, said: ‘The feeling 
is that it [the petition] has 

gone to quite a few shops 
that have been quite happy 
to take it.’

Stòras Uibhist vice 
chairman, Fr Michael 
MacDonald told The Oban 
Times: ‘The board of 
directors have a legal duty 
to protect the assets owned 
by the community and 
work in the interests of the 
community as a whole. 

‘The petition and the 
issues it addresses will be 
considerd by the board 
when it is submitted.’

A GROUP of dedicated Lochaber ‘tea ladies’ have 
raised the amazing sum of £6,000 for the accident 
and emergency department at the Belford Hospital 
in Fort William.

The 80-strong volunteer army work a rota 
system Monday to Friday all year round serving 
teas, coffees and biscuits to patients and visitors 
in the Belford Hospital T Bar and took three years 
to raise the money. Organisers Betty Campbell 
and Christine Dennis and their team presented the 
£6,000 cheque to charge nurse Karen MacMillan 
at the hospital on Monday.

Betty said volunteers are carrying on the work of 
the late Marie Girvan who led moves to keep the 
service going after the WRVS pulled out six years 
ago. She said: ‘The hospital staff are just over the 
moon about it. The money is going to be spent in 
the A&E department. We are so grateful to all the 
volunteers for giving up their time. Without them 
we would never have managed to cover all the 
shifts or been able to raise so much money.’

Tea ladies raise £6,000 for Fort William A&E

Joint organisers Christine Dennis and Betty Campbell present the cheque 
to charge nurse Karen MacMillan f16betty1no
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Crofter’s coastal erosion warning
A SOUTH Uist crofter is 
warning the Atlantic could 
wash away local homes if 
promised repairs to coastal 
defences are not carried out.

Kenny Campbell says the 
sea has been carrying away 
huge chunks of machair 
at Smeircleit on Uist’s 
southwesternmost tip since 
the big storm of January 
2005.

Hurricane
The hurricane wrecked a 

50-metre breakwater and a 
concrete drainage channel, 
which was part of a sluice 

system controlling fresh and 

Since then the unprotected 
machair has been at the 
mercy of the sea, which, 
according to Mr Campbell, 
engulfs the coastal road and 
land behind at high spring 
tides.

Mr Campbell spoke out 
after Oxfam Scotland took 
local MSP Alasdair Allan 
round the island to view the 
damage.

Mr Allan has written to 
all Uist residents asking 
for their views on coastal 

erosion and planning for 
extreme weather events.

Western Isles Council is 
carrying out surveys into 

and community landowners 
Stòras Uibhist are also 
involved  – but Mr Campbell, 
72 - one of 15 crofting 
families at risk in Smeircleit 
township - believes actions, 
not words, are needed.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘If nothing is done the tide 
is just going to come in and 
wash our houses away. The 

completely. Stòras said they 
were going to repair it but 
nothing seems to happen. 
It’s their responsibility - 
what do they intend to do? 
They could approach the 
government for the money 
– there was money allocated 
for this. 

Gone
‘I would say there’s 10 to 

15 metres of land gone right 
along the shore at Smeircleit, 
at least half a mile. The 
erosion is happening all 

nothing has been done.’ 

Mr Allan said the Scottish 
Government had funded a 
council study into coastal 

and provided cash to upgrade 
escape routes and causeways, 
particularly in South Uist.

‘It’s not as if there’s been 
nothing happening,’ he said.

Stòras Uibhist made no 
response when invited to do 
so.

The Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency has 
predicted that the seas 
around South Uist will rise 
by at least 37cm by 2080. 

Kenny Campbell is warning of Atlantic threat to South Uist homes.

Berneray
bard
buried
on island
THE DYING wish of a 
Berneray bard to return to 

after his death - thanks to 
the determination of his 
grandniece.

John Archie MacAskill 
was laid to rest yesterday 
in a private ceremony at 
Berneray’s new cemetery a 
month after his remains were 
exhumed from Karrakatta 
cemetery in Western 
Australia.

A ceilidh in Berneray 
community hall to celebrate 
his life and Gaelic works 
followed the emotional 
graveside affair, which saw 
members of the MacAskill 
family lay John Archie to 
rest next his mother and 
father.

Former Berneray minister 
Rev Roddy MacLeod 
conducted the service. 

Among those present were 
John Archie’s grandniece 
Alina MacAskill Simpson and 
his nephew Iain MacAskill, 
who travelled to Australia 
last month to bring the bard’s 
remains back to Scotland.
Alina and Iain visited the 
ruins of the shack where 
John Archie died in 1934 
and met an elderly lady who 
recalled John Archie playing 
the pipes in the outback.

And Western Australia 
farmer Gary Struthers, 
owner of the land the bard 
once worked, is to change 
its name back to Borvedale 
in John Archie’s memory 
after hearing of Alina and 
Iain’s mission – which was 
big news on Australian TV. 
The poet named his land 
after Borve, a township on 
Berneray.

from Partick, Glasgow, set up 
the John Archie MacAskill 
Memorial Fund and raised 

donations in six months. 
The mother-of-one had 
vowed to bring John Archie 
home after learning of his 
tragic story in Australia.

Alina told The Oban 
Times bringing John Archie 
from Karrakatta and home 
to Berneray had all been 
worthwhile.

‘We were treated like 
royalty out there,’ she said.

‘But when we came back 
to Scotland it was as if a big 
weight had been lifted off 
my shoulders. Words can’t 
explain how I feel about 
it. I’m really happy he’s 

It’s important to keep his 
memory going here too.’
She added: ‘I would never 
have been able to do this 
without the support of my 
friends and family and the 
generosity of total strangers.’
John Archie was a soldier 
in the Great War, renowned 
piper, Glasgow policeman 
and Berneray crofter before 
he left home on New Year’s 
Day, 1925 as a 27 year-
old to farm in the outback 
east of Perth, but the bank 
foreclosed on him in October 
1931 despite the crops 
growing well. 

He began writing songs and 
poems in Gaelic the night 
before he left for Australia 
and continued to eulogise 
Berneray and his desire to 
return.

Illness, poverty and 
homesickness for Scotland 
brought John Archie to a 

I’m really happy 
he’s fi nally home 
with his family.
grandniece Alina

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Alina and her uncle Iain prepare to leave Karrakatta 
cemetery to bring John Archie home to Scotland.

Community ceilidh follows 

private family ceremony

Experts wary of 
insect solution to 
knotweed dilemma
A WEST Highlands team 
battling a foreign weed has 
warned introducing an insect 
from Japan to control it will not 
be a ‘silver bullet’.

Skye and Lochalsh Japanese 
Knotweed Project (SLJKP) is 
recording and treating knotweed 
infestation in the locality, which 
marks the climatic boundary of 
where the invasive plant can 
grow.

The strong-growing invader 
can break through tarmac and 
concrete and smother native 
vegetation.

Recent media reports suggested 
the tiny psyllid aphalara itadori,
which sucks the sap from the 
weed, could provide an answer.

And last month UK Wildlife 
Minister Huw Irranca-Davies 
approved the insect’s release at 
knotweed infestation sites.

But as spring gathers pace, 
SLJKP coordinator Janet 
Ullman is urging caution.

‘The psyllid will not be a silver 
bullet for Japanese Knotweed,’ 
she told The Oban Times.

‘First of all there is a need to 
establish a succesful breeding 
population of the psyllid and 
that may take a few attempts. 
Then the psyllid does not kill the 
knotweed outright, but reduces 
its vigour. 

Impact
‘It is fair to expect it will 

have an impact and may reduce 
knotweeds rate of spread. 

‘In time, however the spread 
of knotweed remains at a highly 

couple use of the psyllid with 
the prevention of the spread of 
knotweed and the traditional 
control methods where it has 
become established.

‘The question about the 
psyllid which government must 
now consider is: Has there been 
enough testing and are we sure 
the psyllid will not attack any 
native species?’

SLJKP has produced a 
database of knotweed sites for 
Skye and Lochalsh Environment 
Forum, helped by volunteers 
and members of the public, 
the Broadford Environment 
Group, CamusCross Grazings 
Committee, Highland Council 
and Scotland Transerv.

The project has funded 

contractors to begin controlling 
large stands of knotweed.

SLJKP is currently looking 
for added funding to survey all 
of Skye and to extend spraying 
activities to control the menace.  

Victorian gardeners imported 
knotweed to the British Isles as 
an ornamental plant. It can grow 
nine feet in one season.

POLICE FILES

rubber dingy was stolen 
from the Old Low Jetty at 
Lochmoidart, sometime 
between the afternoon of 
Wednesday, March 24 and 
8am on Thursday, March 
25.

THE GABLE end of a wall 
was vandalised at the Caol 
Shopping Centre between 
7.30am and 10pm on 
Thursday, March 25.

A LARGE tarpaulin was 
stolen from the Roy Bridge 
area between 11am and 
midnight on Saturday, 
March 27.

DAMAGE was caused to 
solar lights within a garden 
on Glenkingie Street, Caol, 
about 2.30pm on Saturday, 
April 10.

A KITCHEN window 
was broken at an address 
in Wallace Place around 
8.30pm on Saturday, April 
10.

ANY PERSON with 
knowledge of these inci-
dents is asked to contact 
Fort William Police Station 

on 01397 702000.

‘Drying-out’ unit 
closes
AN INVERNESS ‘drying 
out’ unit has closed with the 
loss of seven jobs amid fears 
inebriated people will end up 
in police cells instead.

The ‘designated place’ 
section of Beechwood 
House provided a refuge 
for drunk and incapable 
people otherwise likely to 
be arrested and ensured their 
safety and wellbeing.

The eight-bed unit, run by 
Church of Scotland charity 
CrossReach, averaged 
almost 1,000 referrals 
from police, the NHS and 
other agencies across the 
Highlands annually since 
since 1991. It closed two 
weeks ago after Highland 
Council agreed in December 
to axe its £200,000 funding 
for 2010-11.

A 570-name online 
petition urging the Scottish 
Government to intervene 
ultimately failed. 

Lochaber Council on 
Alcohol coordinator Thomas 
Reid described the closure 
as ‘a great loss’. He said: 
‘There’s no other facility 
about locally for people with 
alcohol problems.’

Spean Bridge Mill rises from 

SPEAN Bridge has welcomed 
back a vital tourist outlet 15 
months after it was destroyed 

Devastating
Only the shell of Spean Bridge 

Mill remained following a 
devastating blaze in January 
2009.

Owners Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill immediately pledged 
it would be rebuilt, and last 
Thursday Brae Lochaber priest 
Father Tom Wynne cut the 

popular centre.
Former manager of the mill, 

Roy Bridge man Thomas 
MacDonald, travelled up from 
EWM’s Moffat centre to play 
the pipes at the ceremony.

New manager Stewart 
MacDonald paid tribute to all 
contractors involved in the 
restoration project before the 
large local crowd enjoyed a 
buffet inside.

The mill, which also boasts a 

whisky centre, is already doing 
a roaring trade.

‘There’s tons of coaches there 
already,’ one local woman told 
The Oban Times. 

Queueing
‘There were that many visitors 

there, people were queueing 
outside. Every business in Spean 

She added: ‘Deputy manager 
Marianne Campbell has done 
a tremendous amount of 
organising.’     

Lochaber priest cuts ribbon on rebuilt centre

Calling all chill seekers
IT MIGHT be an uphill struggle for most charities 
during the current economic crisis but an initiative 
at Glencoe Ski Resort will see fundraisers take a 
quick descent for a cancer charity.

Participants are being asked to gain sponsorship 
and ski or board down the Main Basin, Blue run, 
of Glencoe Mountain Resort 20 times by the end 
of the day on Sunday April 25 between 8.30 am 
- 5pm. Event spokesman Daniel Loots said: ‘The 
total distance skied matches a full descent of 
Europe’s highest mountain Mont Blanc.’

Minimum sponsorship is £50 which includes a 
full-day lift pass, an event t-shirt and a fundraising 
pack to help you gain sponsorship.

FRIENDS of Nevis are 
looking for members of 
the public to join their 
volunteering weekend on 

Free accommodation for 
those from outside Lochaber 
can be offered at the Ben 
Nevis Inn Bunkhouse, 
Achintee.

Equipment, support 
and refreshments will be 
provided.

Tree and scrub clearance 
in Lower Glen Nevis (old 
curling ponds area) with 
Anna Trafford as part of Glen 

CROFTERS and 
landowners are being 
reminded of strict 
controls placed on
muirburning today 

for the activity to be carried
out legally. 

Those working in, and 
visiting, the outdoors are 

Nevis Sense of Place project 
with take place on Friday 23
and/or Saturday 24.                

Path maintenance/repairs 
on low level Glen Nevis 
and Ben Nevis tracks with 
Martin McCrorie is pencilled 
in for Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday.

Sunday sees the annual 
Glen Nevis spring litter blitz 
with Liz Wilshaw, meeting 
at the Ben Nevis Highland 
Centre, Nevis Bridge from 
10.45am.

For more information 
contact 01397 701088. 

Friends of Nevis on recruitment drive

Muirburning deadline reminder
also being asked to be 
extra careful in the face of 

the warm dry weather. 
The advice from Scottish 

Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
the Scottish Government 
follows reports of a number 
of incidents of uncontrolled 
muirburn in recent years.
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The Amari 3 seater sofa, in a choice of colours at no extra cost. 
Full range of matching pieces including sofabeds, all half price too.£499HALF PRICE

Was £998. Save £499.

All finance 
is free 
at DFS

The Quartz 4 seater sofa, in a choice of 
colours at no extra cost. 2 accent cushions 
FREE. Footstool shown optional extra. 
Full range of matching pieces including 
sofabeds also half price.

£399 HALF PRICE
Was £798. Save £399.

The Quartz 4 seater sofa £399. Or take 4 years interest free credit with nothing to pay for the first year. No deposit and 36 equal monthly payments of 
£11.08 starting 12 months from date of order. Total £399. 0% APR. Credit subject to acceptance. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster DN6 7NA. 
DFS may alter or extend promotions at any time. Higher prices offered at all other DFS stores. *Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000.0% APRTY
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A
L

HALF PRICE SAVINGS
at the NEW DFS store Inverness

to SaveDays Last
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YOU SIMPLY 
CAN’T BUY 
BETTER

• 1, 2, 3 or 4 years free credit 
on everything in store with
no deposit – not a single 
penny for the fi rst year

• Choose any colour in the 
range at no extra cost

• Everything’s handmade to 
order – just for you

• Europe’s no.1 sofa specialist

• 10 year guarantee on 
everything DFS make

• All DFS leather sofas are 
100% real leather all over, 
no imitation or leather match

• Over 40 years’ experience 
of helping people fi nd their 
perfect sofa

, , .

Everything in

is HALF PRICE

4 seater sofa.£795 HALF PRICE
Was £1595. Save £800.

4 YEARS FREE 
CREDIT WITH 
NOTHING TO PAY 
FOR THE FIRST YEAR

All fi nance is FREE at DFS Save time – order direct at
www.dfs.co.uk 

or call FREE* on

0800 110 5000 
and speak to 

a personal shopper

24 hrs a day – 7 days a week

M o r a yF i r t h

KESSOCK
BRIDGE

MILLBURN ROAD

B865 B865

HARBOUR ROAD

A82

A
9

H IGHLAND    A96

A9

A
9

RAIGMOREINTERCHANGE

THISTLE
HOTEL

TO
 C

IT
Y

TO C
IT

Y C
ENTRE

FROM

ELGIN

Save time order direct at

 3 seater sofa in 100% real leather 
all over. Accent cushions optional extra.£748 HALF PRICE

Was £1498. Save £750.

 3 seater sofa in 100% real leather all over. 
Available in a choice of 10 colours at no extra cost.£599HALF PRICE

Was £1198. Save £599.

Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 6pm. Sun 10am to 6pm.

DFS Inverness (01463) 701290
Millburn Road, Inverness IV2 3TR
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GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S
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Pontoon proposal 
not agreed yet
Sir, 
The ‘A View from the Tower’ 
column on page 14 of last 
week’s edition contained a 
section headed ‘Pontoons 
for Oban at last’. 

that the council has agreed 
the pontoon project should go 
ahead. This is not correct.  

The situation, as fully 
covered by The Oban Times 
the previous week, is that the 
authority has now received a 
revised proposal from Oban 
Bay Marine (OBM). 

This was submitted in 
response to feedback on 
OBM’s original proposal from 
internationally respected, 
independent consultancy 
AECOM. The council 
requested that the revised 
document fully address the 

AECOM is now assessing 
OBM’s revised project 
proposal, after which the 
Oban CHORD Project Board 
will meet to discuss it. 

As I have said before, 
Argyll and Bute Council 
is fully supportive of a 
transit marina in Oban, 
as demonstrated by our 

for such a project and our 
willingness to allow OBM to 
revise its plans in the light of 

However, at a time of very 

the public sector, the council 

Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban.
Fred Hall
Convener
Oban Community Council

Illusions of power
Sir,
It is not a new idea to extract 
power from the visually 

Loch Etive. 
Regrettably, even in 

today’s energy economy 
it is still a non-starter. I 
will not bore your readers 
with excessive detail of 
the physics but - regardless 
of anyone’s ingenuity or 
admirable enthusiasm - the 
energy we can get from the 
loch is limited by the amount 
of water that is available and 
the height through which it 
falls.

Our tides ensure that twice 
a day the loch receives and 
discharges something like 

This water falls into or out of 
the loch through a fall of about 
a half a metre, mainly at the 
Falls of Lora. I imagine that 
Oban High School Higher 
Physics pupils are capable 
of calculating the resulting 

they will discover that, even 
with the most optimistic 

energy extraction, the loch 
could generate about ten 
thousand kilowatts. To buy 
that amount of electricity 
from the National Grid at 
a few pence per unit would 
cost a few million pounds 
per year. This return is 

Feis ceilidh
The Feis Ile committee 
hosted an Easter ceilidh in 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile on 
April 3.

Schoolboy piper Alasdair 
Currie opened the 
proceedings and went on to 
demonstrate his versatility 
by singing a variety of 
songs. Iain MacPherson 
and Bronwen Currie, both 
from Conisby, added further 
solos as did Port Ellen’s 
Alison Gairns and Dorothy 
Dennis. Also adding to the 
enjoyment were popular 
local performer Andrew 
MacCowan from Ballygrant, 
the Ella Edgar Dancers and 
the ever lively folkgroup 
from Bowmore primary 
school.

The junior performers 
were under the direction 
of Helen Gillies who was 
another of the solo artistes. 

The feis committee’s 
Gaelic activist Morag 
MacDougall was in charge 

prizes were eagerly received 
and the audience, which 
included a number of Easter 

visitors to the island, did 
justice to the supper spread.

This year’s Feis Ile, now 
incorporating a large input 
from the island’s distilleries, 
runs from May 21 to 30.

Lifeboat                     
fund-raising
Bridgend housewife 
Catherine Urquhart, ably 
assisted by Margaret Brown, 
took part in the RNLI’s 
SOS fundraising day and 

the local lifeboat station at 
Port Askaig. The two fund-
raisers were joined by the 
wives and girlfriend of the 
lifeboat crew and the WAGS 

a pool and darts competition 
at the Bridgend Hotel.  This 
was match-funded by the 
drinks giant Diageo  and the 

A lifeboat station 
spokesman praised the 
outstanding generosity of 
the Ilich and commended 
the fundraisers on the 
endeavours. Well done 
girls!

Fiddle concert
The Rhinns Hall at 
Portnahaven was packed-
out for the ‘return visit’ gig 
by the Shetland-based band 
‘Fiddlers’ Bid’ on April 6.

The increasingly popular 
Northern Isles group enjoy 
a wide audience base and 
their distinctive Shetland 
sound, achieved effortlessly, 
has a particular appeal.

met up while at school 
in Lerwick, have toured 
extensively throughout 
Europe, the USA and ‘down 
under’, and this current tour 
marks the release of their 
latest CD ‘All Dressed In 
Yellow’.

friendly and exceptionally 
good humoured and the 
members camaraderie 
enhanced the splendid 
entertainment on offer at 
Portnahaven.

The Rhinns concert was 
promoted by the Islay 
Arts Association and be 
assured that a return visit by 
‘Fiddlers’ Bid, described as 

talent’ cannot be ruled out.

Seaplane 
memorial

Command servicemen who 
lost their lives when their 

crashed at Blackrock as 
it approached its base on 

is now completed.
The memorial, built by 

Nerabus contractor Douglas 
Smith, takes the form of 
a granite slab mounted in 
a stone cairn alongside a 
plaque recording the names 
of the dead. The memorial 
was commissioned by the 
Museum of Islay Life and 
will be dedicated at a special 
ceremony later in the year. 

Coff ee morning
The next in the monthly 
series of Round Church 
coffee mornings takes place 
in the Bowmore Buffet Hall 
on Saturday, April 24, at 
10:30am. Bargains will be 

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay Tel: 01496 810 
658

ISLAY LETTER

unlikely to repay anything 
more than a miserably small 
fraction of the costs of such 
a scheme, which remains as 
uneconomic and useless an 
idea as it ever was. 

I leave the (probably 
unacceptable) environmental 
effects to be discussed by 
your other correspondents.
Prof. Anton Edwards 
CPhys FInstP
Caputh, Perthshire

McCaig’s Tower or 
wind turbine
Sir,
I was pleased to read, on 
the front page of The Oban 
Times last week, that there is 
a suggestion that the Connel 
Bridge should be pulled 
down and a tidal generation 
plant installed.

The current administration 
seems hell-bent on wrecking 
our natural heritage so 
wrecking our architectural 
heritage would seem to be 
the next logical step.

Could I suggest that they 
pull down McCaig’s Tower 
and erect a wind turbine in 
its place.
Iain Moody, Dunbeg

Sandmartins 
return
Sandmartins are again 
making their yearly visit 
to their nesting burrows in 
the sandbanks near Connel 

I hope, as in other years, 
this bank will be left until 

Mrs M Lamont, Oban

This week’s fl ashback photograph shows a school group from 1963 at Heylipol Primary School on the Isle of 
Tiree.
Back row (left to right) Gordon Bucher, William Weston and Duncan McArthur 
Middle row: Betty Weston, Doligh Cameron, Ann Sinclair, Anne McArthur, Laura ?, June Weston, June 
McArthur and Effi  e McKinnon 
Front row: Tina McKinnon, Iain McKinnon, Anne Bucher, Charles Bucher, Richard Maxwell and Tina Maxwell.  
We would like readers to send in fl ashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a 
caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped 

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

Gaelic Day in 
Glasgow
Gaels in the city will have 
no problem remembering 
the date on which the 
government announced the 
date of the forthcoming 
General Election as it was 
the day Glasgow City 
Council chose to launch their 
ambitious Gaelic Language 

City Chambers.
The launch followed on 

from an earlier board meeting 

to be held in the city since the 
Gaelic Act in 2005 although 
a previous  meeting was held 
in Jordanhill College.  The 
importance of the Gaels 
to the city in the past was 
emphasised but this was 
a document for the future 
and as frequently stated ‘it 
will only be as good as its 
implementation’.  This is 
the challenge now facing the 
city as it strives by the year 
2020 to have the place of 
Gaelic obvious to all, with 
people speaking it on the 
streets without feeling self 
conscious.  Main thrusts of 
the plan will be the opening 
of a second Gaelic school 
and the wider use of Gaelic 
signs  in relevant council 
communications.  Already 
there is a step in the right 
direction on the latter with 
the production of a Gaelic 
logo for the Commonwealth 
Games 2014 and indeed 
the Games were suggested 
as an ideal vehicle for the 
promotion of the language 
on an international scale.  
Sgoil Gaighlig Glaschu 
has of course been a major 
success with numbers 
steadily increasing and with 

units at a premium this looks 
to be the situation for the 
foreseeable future.  Making 
sure that the launch was 
not simply about speeches 
youngsters from the Gaelic 
school provided excellent 
musical entertainment.  
Mairi MacIntyre opened the 
proceedings in traditional 
manner with piping selections 
and this was followed by 
beautiful singing from Skylar 
McCowan, Rosie Urquhart, 
Chloe Morrison, Rebekah 
Boyle and Charlotte Moock.  
Mind you as they started to 

Mi’ it was hard to imagine 
that another year’s summer 
was coming as one looked 
out on the very inclement 
weather being experienced 
in George Square!  Aimee 
Clark then showed why she 
would spend the best part 
of her school holidays with 
the National Children’s 
Orchestra of Scotland 
culminating with concerts in 
the Usher Hall and then the 
Royal Concert Hall as she 
enthralled those present with 
her clarsach playing.  Indeed 
well done to all the pupils for 
giving up their holiday time 
to attend the launch.  It was 

University chose to appoint 
Professor Roibeard O 

established Chair of Gaelic 
in Scotland.  Yes, further 
recognition of the important 
role of Gaelic in the life of 
the city.  This important day 

evening, the members of the 
Bòrd having visited the main 
focal points of Gaelic in the 
city in the afternoon, with 
an informal gathering of all 
interested in the language.  
This was an opportunity 
for all to chat and enjoy 
the  excellent hospitality 
provided by the staff of the 
City Chambers.  During 
these proceedings musical 
entertainment was provided 

it is investing in a project, 
which is both viable and 
safe.

We look forward to 
receiving AECOM’s 
feedback on the revised 
proposal in order that we can 
move this matter forward.
Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre
Chair, Oban CHORD 
Project Board 

Help save Oban ‘s 
fi rework display
Sir,

display is under threat due to 
a lack of funds. 

Argyll and Bute Council 

cannot support it. The 

family event and very much 
part of the social calendar in 
Oban.

To keep this family 
event going I respectfully 
request that businesses and 
individuals in Oban join 
members of the Community 
Council in making a donation 
to the Oban Fireworks 
Committee.

Lets give our kids a great 
and safe Guy Fawkes night 
on November 5 2010. 

Donations by cheque please 
payable to ‘Oban Fireworks 
Committee,’ forward same 
to Chair of Fireworks 
Committee, Councillor 
Roddy McCuish, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Municipal 

Get married for £3 
a week extra!
WELL, it’s under way at 
last – the General Election, 
I mean – even the Prime 
Minister had to comment 
that it was one of the worst-
kept secrets ever. And, in 
recent weeks the Tories so-
called manifesto pledge that 
married couples and those 
in civil partnerships whose 
joint income is below a 

free for just being in that 
‘blessed’ state although  I 
don’t think the clergy will 
regard such a hand-out with 
much approval, especially 
to those who are in single-
sex civil partnerships.

I’m at a loss as to why 
David Cameron thinks 
that this mercenary pay-
out should be deemed to 
be so important at a time 
when money is tight and 
there are so many essential 

assistance desperately. In 
case you didn’t know, this 
squalid piece of bribery 
is set to cost one billion 
pounds and will come from 
a special tax on bankers’ 
bonuses! Why should those 
who enter into the holy 
estate of matrimony in 
church or get the job done 
quickly by a registrar of 
births, deaths and marriages 
or ‘by jumping over the 
tongs’ get this special 
allowance?

All of us who remain 
single don’t get a hand-
out for saving the state in 
so many ways – and we 
pay more tax for so doing. 
In any case, how naïve is 
the Tory  Shadow Cabinet 
if they believe that the 

ways of not paying tax 
on their bonuses as they 
have been  very successful 

schemes for their clients for 
many years.  I’m sure they 
have been most helpful 
to Mr Cameron and his 
Shadow Chancellor over 
the past decade when their 
inherited wealth has been at 
risk. Next week, I’ll look at 
some other crazy schemes 
that the major parties are 
proposing to implement on 
a ‘bad hair’ day.

A tax on cranks 
and nutters!
IF the Tories had said that 
they were going to pay 
for something by taxing 
all those who stand for 
election to parliament 
without a hope of even 
saving their deposit I would 
be in favour of expedited 
legislation. While I respect 
the democratic principle 
there should be some sort 
of legislation to save the 
cranks and nutters from 
themselves. Maybe we 
could have a requirement 
that the deposit should be 

present – and that 2,000 
signatures be required 
before someone who is 
not an adopted candidate 
of a registered political 
party could stand. In recent 
years, we have seen 20 

plus candidates standing in 
parliamentary by-elections 

than 500 votes. As I write, I 
hear we have Jacobite Party 
candidate who intends to 

doubt, he will concentrate 
on the ‘Divine Right of 
Kings’ in his manifesto 
as it is said to be one of 
the principal tenets of the 
Jacobite cause.

Kenneth McKellar
IT is right that we should 
remember that great 
Scottish tenor, Kenneth 
McKellar who died last 
week at the age of 82. For 
almost a decade Kenneth 
and his late Swiss wife Hedy 
stayed near Oban while he 
starred in David Webster’s 
long-running summer 
show: ‘This Is Scotland’ 
in the Corran Halls. In 
the winter, he also toured 
with ‘This Is Scotland’ in 
such prestigious venues 
at London’s Royal Albert 
Hall and other major halls 
throughout England and 
Wales. Never was Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles better 
sold to eager audiences 
who booked up to come to 
the town and the isles for 
their summer holidays.

I still meet those who came 
to see Kenneth McKellar. 
They bought his records 
and tapes and still ask if 
there are any more to be 
released. That was the sort 
of impression he made. He 
was a delightful companion 
and a very modest man 
who didn’t throw tantrums 
and create a fuss about a 
dressing room with a big 
star on the door!

As well as singing 
many Burns songs and a 
very wide range of other 
compositions, light opera 
and tunes from the musical 
theatre he also wrote his 
own. I was delighted to hear 
on a BBC tribute to him his 
‘Midges’ song which tells 
the tale of what happens to 
kilt-wearers when attacked 
by cloud of hungry insects! 
Our sympathy goes to his 
son and daughter and four 
grand-daughters.

The Devil is in the 
detail
IT seems that I was a little 
precipitate in my rejoicing 
that Oban’s short-stay 
marina should be up-
and-running in a year’s 
time. This is indeed what 
should happen but the Area 
Committee of the local 
authority not only want 
more than any commercial 
undertaking would expect 
to give but three sets of 
belts and two sets of braces 
as well! 

I was reminded by a 
councillor that the plan put 
forward by Oban Berthing 
Marine, in its amended 
form, while approved in 
principal, will still need to 
be ‘assessed’ and could still 
be ‘killed off ‘ as the new 
plans could cost up to three 
times more than the cash 
currently available. 

WITH reference to The Oban Times April 8 2010, page four 

to point out that the accused was not David Barr but Thomas 
Barr, aged 28, 3 Castle Road, Dunbeg. 
We would like to apologise for any upset or inconvenience 
this may have caused.

CORRECTION

and Grant MacFarlane 
(accordion), both students of 
the Traditional Course at the 
RSAMD.  Well done to the 
City Council for the launch of 
a very professional document 
in a very professional way.  
The   Plan can be viewed on 
the Council’s website or on 
request to the Council.

Clydebank Charity 
Ceilidh
As promised last week here 
is the line-up of artistes for 
this year’s concert tomorrow 
evening (Friday) in aid of 
Erskine Hospital.

Singers will be Catriona 
Fair, Charlie MacColl, Jimmy 
Cameron and Seonaidh 
Reston with ever popular 
Iain and Billy MacPhee as 
instrumentalists and Kirsteen 
Grant as accompanist.  
Alasdair MacCuish will 
chair the proceedings and 
the committee look forward 
to good support for this very 
worthwhile cause.

Oban High School 
FP’s
The AGM of the association 
will take place in the Gaelic 

26 April.  
This year’s Annual Dinner 

Dance was a most enjoyable 
occasion and the committee 
would like to recruit new 
members so that the future is 
assured.

If interested please go along 
to give your support.

Secret Pipe Major 
Ceilidh
Well, that must be a title to 

more!
Yes, there will be a feast of 

piping and ceilidh dancing 
in the Milngavie Town Hall 
this Saturday in an evening 
organised to raise funds for 
the Scottish International 
Piano Competition and 
in particular the Duncan 
MacKerral Memorial Prize.  
There will performances 
from Roddie MacLeod and 
the award winning quartet 
from the Scottish Power Pipe 
Band as well as many others 
so it sounds like an evening 
not to be missed.  Tickets are 
available at the door. 

Dates for the Diary
Thursday April 15  Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8.00pm (Rallion)
Friday April 16 Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Erskine Charity 
Ceilidh (see above)

Gaidhlig Gaelic Day, 
University of West 
of Scotland, Paisley.  
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 8.00pm 
(Fraser McGlynn’s Band), 
Milngavie Town Hall 
Piping/ Ceilidh Dancing (see 
above).
Sunday April 18  Old 
Fruitmarket, Finbar Furey, 
8.00pm
Thursday April 22  Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8.00pm (Allan 
Taylor)
Friday April 23 dance to  
raise funds for the Islay 
Pipe Band, Hillhead Sport’s 
Club.
Saturday April 24 Glasgow 
Skye Association Spring 
Concert (the Wee Skye), 

Pub Scene
Gunna Sound will be 
playing in the Park Bar on 
both Saturday and Sunday 
with the Monach Isles on 
Friday while in the Islay Inn 
it will be Deoch’n Dorus on 
Friday and Pneumatic Drill 
on Saturday.

allocated to allow three MPs charged with expenses fraud to 
pay the country’s leading barristers via Legal Aid. Surely, if 
found guilty, every penny of this funding will be recovered, 
otherwise our justice system loses all credibility.

‘In the interests of justice’
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Recently renovated to a high standard, 
Rockvale Guest House is situated
on the north coast of Tiree in the 

township of Balephetrish.
Quality Accommodation on 

the Isle of Tiree 
www.rockvaletiree.co.uk

Tel: 01879 220 675
Email: info@rockvaletiree.co.uk

Kirkapol House is a 
beautifully converted 

Victorian Church in the 
middle of Gott Bay.

All six bedrooms are en 
suite.  Evening meals are 
offered with good home 
cooking. B/B from £33.

Telephone 01879 220729
www.kirkapoltiree.co.uk

FOR SALE
Kilkenneth Cottages,
Kilkenneth,  Isle Of Tiree,  
PA77 6XF
Situated only a few minutes 
walk from the outstanding 
sandy beach and bay of Traigh Thodhrasdail on 
the west coast of Tiree.  
For Sale: Plot of land approx 0.25 acre

£60,000 Fixed Price
Planning Permission granted for 3 bedroom house similar
to 8 Kilkenneth. A renovated black house property with 
large garage, 3 bedrooms.
• Porch • Living Room • Bathroom
• Fitted Kitchen • Curved staircase
Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

bellingram.co.uk

Our Estate Agent 
Steven Hornby will be visiting 

Tiree on Wednesday 28th April.
If you would like a free market 

appraisal for sale please 
contact us on

01631 567792

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
SANDAIG, ISLE OF TIREE
Extremely rare opportunity to acquire a stone 
built thatched cottage and adjoining buildings 

This interesting property is in a beautiful 
island location, situated on the fertile open 

plot measuring approximately 590 sq metres, 

Offers over £80,000
Architects and Building Surveyors. In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

bellingram.co.uk

MyIsland Tiree

The father of Alistair Campbell, 
Tony Blair’s spin-doctor and political 
commentator, is from here. 
  His father, who was a vet, 
was born and brought up on the 
island before he moved away 
to the mainland to practice.
  Mary Lamont of Barrapol, who was 
Mòd gold medallist, was the mother 
of Alistair MacLean, a Scottish 
novelist.

HMS Ulysess,
which was received to critical 
acclaim. He went on to be the writer 
of many successful thrillers and 
adventure stories such as The Guns of 
Navarone, and Where Eagles Dare,
both being made into successful 

Mabel MacArthur, former owner of The Glassary Restaurant on the Isle of Tiree and tour guide     

extraordinaire, gives Oban Times readers a glimpse of her tranquil and atmospheric island home.

‘The machairs are a carpet of wild fl owers and 
Tiree looks wonderful’

Why is Tiree special?
Tiree is special because it is totally 

unspoiled, truly peaceful and tranquil. 
I can recommend it for its 

white sands, which are beautiful.
 I feel I belong to the island and that is 

the island my whole life – as my parents 
were from the island and I have so many 
memories from here. I came to school 
on the island during the war. I was an 
evacuee that brought her mother with 
her – and we stayed with my granny. 
  As an adult I moved to the island 
permanently after my husband retired 
from local government, in Glasgow. 

Soon after we moved we established 
The Glassary Restaurant at Sandaig. 
It became a real family business as 

a chef.  We had the business for 23 
years before selling it three years ago.
  Tiree is special because of the Gaelic 
language – it is very much a living 

very involved in Gaelic drama. We have 
a Gaelic drama group on the island and 
we perform plays for the public. I have 
recently written a Gaelic play which I 
hope to present to the island in the future.
  At one time I was a Gaelic singer 
competing at the local and national 
Mòds and sang under my maiden name 
of Mabel Kennedy. 

In 1969 I won the Nova Scotia Gold 
Medal, which was a competition for 
males and females to compete for 
the same award. To enter you had 

to be a prize winner of a local Mòd.
  And of course, Tiree is special because 
we have the highest rate of sunshine in 
the UK.

I am now a tour guide on the island. 
The tour is operated by ferry company 

Caledonian MacBrayne and is called the 
Tiree Experience. 

Every Thursday between June and 

island. It has proved very popular with 

often had a capacity crowd in the bus. We 
visit many of the historical areas of the island 
including museums, the main church, the 
beaches and all the areas of local interest.

great fun.

What do you do?

I was born in Glasgow 
although my family 
came from Tiree.
  My father was Captain 
John Kennedy and he 
was born and brought up 
on the island. He married 
my mother, Mabel 
Young, who had moved 
to the island as a child. 
 When I was a child, a 

wife and family aboard 
his ship so we would 
regularly go with my 
father on his voyages. 
  Despite being born in 
Glasgow, if anyone ever 

from I would say I was 
from Tiree. 
  I would never call 
myself a Glaswegian, 
I’m a Tirisdeach.

Where were you born?

There have not been many changes on Tiree. 
There is no change in the actual landscape but that 

could change in the future due to coastal erosion.

compared to when I was little, because 
there is now a lot of fencing on the island.
  And of course, we have the huge golf ball at Ben 
Hynish.

It is an important radar station for transatlantic 
planes. It beams far out into the Atlantic and it is 
the last radar station for aeroplanes before pilots 

What has changed since your childhood?

Church built by local people in 1903. 
It was built along the same lines 

as Iona Cathedral.  It is a very 
attractive building not only as a place 

and interesting place. 
The area was created for the building 

Alan Stevenson, uncle of author 
Robert Lewis Stevenson, was the 
engineer for the lighthouse project.  
  A small museum at Hynish records 

What is your favourite place or 
building?

May and June are by far my 
favourite time of the year because 
the sandy machairs become a carpet 

island becomes a sheet of colour. 

What is your favourite time      
of year?

It would be a dreadful shame if the school ever closed. 

  Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) has made a big difference to the 
cost of bringing a vehicle to the island. But so far there has been no 
reduction in the cost of living. 

come to the island.

What challenges face Tiree?

Is there anyone famous  from the 
Isle of Tiree?

‘My favourite building is Heylipol Church built by local people in 1903. 
It was built along the same lines as Iona Cathedral’

Lighthouse. The place is steeped in 
history and is built of Mull granite. 

The pier and area are as good 
today as they were at the end of the 
19th Century. 

The area is owned by the Hebridean 
Trust who have converted the old 
houses to provide housing for local 
families.

Mabel MacArthur regards 
herself as a Tirisdeach

Historical Hynish, built from Mull granite, with its strong piers as good today as as when it was 
built in the 19th century

Political commentator Alistair Campbell, who became former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair’s right-hand man has strong family 
ties with the island

Author Alistair MacLean’s mother 
came from Tiree and was a well 
known Gaelic singer

The introduction of lower ferry fares through the RET scheme 
as brought an increase in tourism to the island
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Recipe of the Month

am birlinn
sponsored by: am birlinn, penmore, isle of mull  • tel 01688 400619

When you walk through a wood or along a river at this time of year, keep a keen nose 
out for wild garlic.  The soft verdant leaves are pushing their way out of the 
leaf mulch and filling the air with the scent of garlic.  Soon the ground will be 
covered in a carpet of delicate white flowers and whilst the flowers are edible, 
it is the leaf itself that excites in the kitchen.  Actually a member of the Allium 
family, wild garlic is closer in flavour to the chive than its namesake.  
Because wild garlic is one of the first easily foraged foods of summer, I feel it 
is important not to mess around with it too much and this recipe for wild garlic 
risotto certainly lets the main ingredient shine. 

Wild garlic Risotto250g of Arborio risotto rice
Approx 1ltr hot stock (chicken or 

vegetable)
1 small white onionOlive oil for frying A good knob of butter50ml double cream40g parmesan cheeseSalt and pepper to taste

Two good handfuls of wild garlic leaves
serves 4

Finely chop the onion and gently sweat with olive oil in a heavy based 
saucepan, when the onions are translucent add the rice and stir for 2 minuets 
before adding the hot stock 1 ladle at a time.  Keep stirring the risotto and 

adding the stock until the rice is ‘Al Dente’ (offering slight resistance to the 
bite).  Now shred or tear the garlic leaves and add to the rice along with 

sprinkle of grated parmesan on top either on its own or as an accompaniment 

Chef Tom Addy

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web guide 
to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits per year.

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Local
Producers

Market
Spring Fayre
Thursday 15th April

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

WITH the April meeting 
of the Skye Fiddle and 
Accordion Club in the Royal 
Hotel, Portree coinciding 
with the start of a holiday 
weekend there were fewer 
than usual local players 
in attendance, but those 
who were able to come 

providing a great evening of 
entertainment.

Variety 
Club chairman and MC 

Jim Campbell opened the 
proceedings by inviting 
Club stalwarts Aly ‘K’ 
MacPherson on accordion, 
John Cameron on keyboards 
and Donald John Campbell 
on drums to warm up the 
audience and get their feet 

tapping.  Versatile as ever, 
several musicians changed 
instruments throughout the 
evening and, for example 
John Cameron moved from 
keyboards to strap on his 
piano accordion and to 
be joined by Aly ‘K’ who 
moved to drums and John 
MacGilvray, who joined 
them on accordion.

Their version of the 
beautiful Bays of Harris 
was particularly appreciated 

Skye Boat Song performed 
by nine year-old Ellie 
MacPherson, one of the 
Club’s youngest players.  

Maintaining variety in 

young musicians from Sleat 

performed a superb duet 
on the Highland bagpipe, 
which wowed the audience.  

They were Seumas 
O’Baoghill and Crisdean 
MacDonald who 
demonstrated their great 
talent later in the evening 
with Seumas picking up the 

to the Lowland pipes and 
joined by Iain Macleod on 
guitar for great lively sets.  

More toe-tapping music 
from Edward MacLeod’s 

Gaelic songs from Rebecca 
MacDonald completed the 
local entertainers’ list for 
the evening.  The guest 
band was the excellent 
Inverness-based MacKays 

Dance Band with Jim and 
Graeme MacKay on button-
key accordions, Stephen 

Anderson on drums. 
With a great traditional 

sound their varied 
programme was hugely 
appreciated by the audience 

of the Shand Morinos, with 
one of the highlights being 
Graeme’s solo version of 
The Bonnie Lass o’ Bon 
Accord.

The next Club night will 
be held in the Royal Hotel, 
Portree on Thursday, May 6 
when the guest artistes will 
be The Nicky McMichan 
Scottish Dance Band. 
 John Grundy

Jim MacKay on accordion, Iain Anderson on drums, 
Stephen MacKay on fi ddle and and Graeme MacKay on 
accordion entertain.

MacKays Dance Band entertain at Portree

THERE was a near-capacity audience at Inveraray and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club’s March meeting, held in the Argyll 
Hotel.

players: Fyne Folk, with Janette Gibson, Sally Hall, Alex John 
MacLeod, Duncan Crawford, Jake MacKay, Agnes Liddell and 

Music Festival; John Renton, Allan McIntosh and Jimmy Duncan 

Sandy MacDonald on drums.
They delighted the audience with a great selection of tunes and 

were all much enjoyed.
Guest artistes were the Robert Menzies Trio, originally from 

Dumfries. With Robert on accordion, his sister Alison on drums 
and Scott Nichol on keyboard, this young trio played a very well 

This week the Wayne Robertson Duo from Perth will be guest 
artistes, bringing the Club to a close for another season.

The Robert Menzies Trio, guests at Inverary and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club.

Capacity crowd at 
Inveraray accordion night

OBAN Accordion and Fiddle 
Club held their last club night for 
this session on Thursday April 
1 in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Hall, Oban and the event was 
again well supported.

Local players
Chairman Michael Garvin 

welcomed everyone and to start 
the evening introduced local 
player Robert Robertson, Oban 
on accordion. 

Michael then welcomed 
local group Box On under the 
leadership of Sileas Sinclair, 
Connel - on accordion 
were Ruaridh Morrison and 
John MacKinnon, Kilmore, 
Cameron Bennett, North 
Connel and Murray Willis, Isle 
of Lismore; on keyboard Becky 
Hill, Connel and Anna Garvin, 
Oban accompanied by Sileas 
on accordion. 

Next  on was the trio of 
James MacPherson, Oban on 
accordion his sister Rebecca 
and Marie Beaton both playing 

Finlay Bennett, North Connel. 
Other accordionists on the 

night were Janet Graham, 
Cumbernauld, Craig McFadyen, 
Oban, Willie Buchanan, North 
Connel and on drums Duncan 
Campbell and Archie Cameron 
both Oban. On keyboard Sileas 
and Ewan MacDonald, Oban. 

The great variety of music was 
much enjoyed by the audience. 

Michael Garvin then 
introduced the guest artiste the 
Iain Anderson Trio.          Iain 
from Gartocharn, on accordion, 
Iain Cathcart, Lanark on 
keyboard and Alasdair 
MacIntyre, Balloch on drums. 

After many sets with such a 
lovely selection of tunes the 
band soon had the audience 
singing along, everyone 
enjoying the very high standard 
of accordion playing by Iain.

The chairman then thanked 
the guest artiste and all the 
local players for making the 
evening such a success, with 
the night  coming to a close 
with a stramash.

The next club night will be 
on Thursday, October 7 2010 
when the guest artistes will be 
the Colin Dewar Trio.

Oban club close the season 
with the Iain Anderson 
Trio from Gartocharn

BY TAKING up her familiar 
place at the piano for this 
month’s Fiddlers Rally 
concert Margaret Fletcher 
will mark 60 years since 

event.
Young pianist 

The then 16-year-old 
Margaret Kidd from 

to play accompaniment at 
the sixth Fiddler’s Rally 
in 1950 by Oban and 
Lorn Strathspey and Reel 
Society.

With no instrument tuition 
at Oban High School, 
Margaret was fortunate to 
have had private lessons on 
piano and was friends with 
the son of the conductor, 
Charlie Hunter.

She made the position of 
pianist her own until she 

married her late husband, 
Alex, in 1961.

‘I had a break to have a 
family because the concert 
is a big commitment,’ she 
said.

‘But in 1987, after my 
husband had died, the 
conductor of the Fiddler’s 
Rally at the time, Donald 
Chisholm, contacted me to 
say they had no pianist.

‘I thought, ‘Why not?’ and 
I have been there ever since. 
I really enjoy it; you get a 
great feeling performing in 
front of a lot of people at the 
Corran Halls and it’s great 
to catch up with people 
you haven’t seen since the 
previous year’s concert.

‘We have an annual trip 
to one of the islands every 
year too and I remember 
fondly a concert on Islay 

in the late 1980s. We went 
round to a house afterwards 
for a ceilidh and the police 

playing away. There was no 
trouble, though, they stayed 
for a cup of tea!’  

Margaret, who now lives 
in Oban, has always played 
the piano, even when not 

concerts and until last 
Christmas was the organist 
for Christ’s Church, 
Dunollie, in Oban.

When Margaret started 
playing she devised an 
innovative way of learning 
how to accompany 
musicians by altering the 
speed of Jimmy Shand 
records on her Gramophone 
until they matched the key 
she was practising in.

She has also encouraged 

her young granddaughter, 
Sophie Campbell, to play 

provides the accompaniment 
to her playing.

Oban and Lorn Strathspey 
and Reel Society president 
Peter MacLeod, who 
attended primary school 
alongside Margaret, praised 
her commitment to the 
society, describing her as a 
‘mainstay’ of the event.

This year’s Fiddler’s 
Rally concert will be in the 
Corran Halls on April 24 
when Mòd gold medallist 
Arthur Cormack will be 
guest artiste. 

Also performing will be 

the Lorne Junior Fiddlers 
will play Donald Shaw’s 
composition, Calum’s 
Road.

Margaret Fletcher plays her piano at home in front of her family photos. 07_t16piano01

Margaret marks 60 years 
at Fiddlers’ Rally

ACHALEVEN Primary School pupils 

generation green bicycles recently to 
celebrate the school’s Cycle Friendly 
School Award and raise funds for 
charity.

The children and staff organised 
the sponsored cycle, from Dunbeg 
to Ganavan Sands, in aid of the Haiti 
appeal.

at Achaleven school before the young 
cyclists set off to give the pupils a 
cycle-safety talk.

When the children reached Ganavan 

sands pupils built sand castles and 
played beach games.

Head teacher Mrs Burt said:  ‘The 

healthy, keeping safe and having 
fun.’

Argyll and Bute to win the Cycle 
Friendly School Award from Cycling 
Scotland.

The national award has been 
developed by Cycling Scotland to 
encourage more primary school 

their health and the environment. 

Achaleven pupils pedal for cash

your essential guide to live music

gigguide

Friday 16th April >  CHART SOUNDS FROM
Paparazzi Bar D.J ‘GONE SOUTH’

Friday 16th April > Ballochmyle
The Woodside

Saturday 17th April >  DANCE SOUNDS FROM
Paparazzi Bar D.J. JONNY

Saturday 17th April > DJ Donald
The Woodside

Saturday 17th April >  LIVE BAND
O’Donnells 9pm – 1am

Tuesday 20th April > The An Tobar Commissions
An Tobar, Mull with Aidan O’Rourke and the Dave Milligan Trio

Wednesday 21st April > The An Tobar Commissions
An Tobar, Mull  with Aidan O’Rourke and the Dave Milligan Trio

Friday 23rd April > The Zodicas
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 23rd April > Brass Monkeys
The Woodside

Saturday 24th April > George Noble
The Woodside

Saturday 24th April >  LIVE BAND
O’Donnells 9pm – Late

Saturday 24th April > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 24th April > The An Tobar Commissions
Glenurquhart Hall, with Aidan O’Rourke and the Dave Milligan Trio

Drumnadrochit

Saturday 1st May >  Chunks
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 1st May >  Oxfam Unwrapped
O’Donnells Jericho Hill plays  Johnny Cash 9pm

Thursday 6th May >  Finn
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Thursday 6th May > She’Koyokh
Iona Community Hall, Iona

Monday 17th May > She’Koyokh
Bunessan Village Hall, Mull

www.tuneup.org.uk

what’son
CINEMA LISTINGS > Highland Theatre
NANNY MCPHEE & THE BIG BANG CERT U
Fri 1.45, 3.45, Sat/Sun 1.45, 4.00 
KICK-ASS CERT 15
FRIDAY 5.45,  SAT-THURS 6.00, 8.30 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON CERT PG
FRIDAY 1.30, 3.30.  SAT/SUN 1.30, 3.45.  MON- THURS 6.15

BOUNTY HUNTER CERT 12A
FRIDAY 6.00, SAT/SUN 6.15, 8.45. MON-THURS 8.45

Saturdays > Junior Ski Training
Glencoe Mountain Ltd  10.30am - 2.30pm
Tel 07854 688408

Saturdays & Sundays > Glencoe Discovery
Glencoe Mountain Ltd  Guiding service for
Tel 01855 851226 intermediate skiers

Thursday 15th April > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch Spring Fayre

Saturday 24th April > Fiddlers’ Rally
Corran Halls, Oban  7pm

WHAT’S ON
in association with the Highland Cinema, 
George Street, Oban Tel: 01631 562444
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To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th  090 6612 4520

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd  090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd  090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st  090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

The Oban Times
30 Years 

Ago Thursday April 17 1980

Those Were The Days

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
Across
1 Chips perhaps (4)
3 Excellent currency (8)
9 Vibrating effect (7)
10 Mistake (5)
11 One obsessed with a hobby (12)
13 Disfigure (6)
15 Unwelcome black spots (6)
17 Left by caller (8,4)
20 Religious official (5)
21 Agitation (7)
22 All (8)
23 Drink made from honey (4)

Down
1 Disposition (8)
2 Eighth letter (5)
4 Moving company (6)
5 Those with a conservative position (5-7)
6 Those in a diamond (7)
7 When things are not black and white, or 

maybe they are, mixed? (4)
8 The ability to keep two parties joined 

(12)
12 Wrapped (8)
14 Crumbly (7)
16 Twice will make you shy (6)
18 Not with company (5)
19 Steadfast (4)
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Oban and Lorne Strathspey
and Reel Society

66th ANNUAL
FIDDLERS’ RALLY 

With MAURICE DUNCAN Fiddle

Saturday  24th April 2010  
Corran Halls, Oban, 7pm

Guest Artiste – Mod Gold medallist

ARTHUR CORMACK
Peter MacLeod Chairman
Tickets: £8 Concessions £6 

Available from Corran Halls Booking Offi  ce only.
Telephone 01631 567333

CHARITY
CAR BOOT 

SALE
Co-op Car Park

10am – 2pm
Sunday April 

25th
£5 per table

Mousetale Puppet 
Theatre PRESENTS

Oscar’s 
Amazing Space 

Adventure
Craignish Village Hall, 

Ardfern
Thursday 22nd April, 6pm

Tickets £4/£3

Reserve on 01852 500746

A WALK ALONG CUIL BAY

and
THE BACK SETTLEMENT

Saturday 17 April    11.30am
Meet at Cuil Bay Turning Point

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Dalriada - A twentieth 
Century Kingdom

By Marian Pallister
Waterstones, George Street, Oban
Thursday 22nd April, Starts 7pm

Refreshments
www.dalriadaproject.org

The Launch of the Dalriada Project 
Community History Book

ARGYLL 
ANIMAL AID

DIESEL

www.smallpaws.co.uk
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

Reg. charity SCO13211

MID ARGYLL band The 
Anyways are through to 

the UK’s largest music 
competitions.

Lady Gaga

crowd-pleasing mash-
Bad

Romance, the band have 
made it through to the 

where they hope to win a 
top recording contract.

The band took to the 
stage at Glasgow’s Royal 
Concert Hall last month 
where they battled it out 
against 19 other bands 

Only eight groups made 

it through to the UK 

in Newcastle.
Band member Jonathan 

Matthews, said: ‘It’s 
brilliant to get through 

because there were a lot 

The Anyways are made 

The boys have been 

playing together since 

The Anyways have been 

years.
Jonathan added: ‘We’re 

be through to the UK 

band.’
Facebook

The Anyways have 
their own Facebook page 

competition.

the band in the Live and 
Unsigned competition 

Unsigned
Argyll band’s 
key to success

THE BARCALDINE-

campaign to prevent the 

ban.
Along with its sister 

attractions across Europe 

has collected over 

out by people who want 

plans to deliver the 
postcards to the EU on the 

the International Whaling 
Commission in June, to 
try and thwart moves by 
pro-whaling nations to 

The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary in Barcaldine fears a ban on whaling could be lifted. 

Barcaldine sanctuary makes a stand on whaling
wants to try and get the 

June deadline. 
People can sign 

network is campaigning 
in conjunction with the 

Whale and Dolphin 

‘Countries like Japan 
have continued to kill 
whales by using a loophole 

purposes, even though 

everyone knows the real 
motives have always 
been commercial,’ said 

countries can make 

nations.’

chairwoman, said: ‘We have got sculpture, 

jewellery. Many more people are doing 

to get in touch with us.’

take place in the autumn.

Felter Mairi Stones, left, with 
Monika Smyth, who makes 
handmade jewellery. 07_t15art01

Brewers back West 
Highland Week

which in 1979 received disappointing 
support, this year looks set to attract a 
very much increased entry.

Yacht Club, Lt. CDR. Rodger Heap, 
said recently that he had already noticed 
a marked increase in enquiries about 
the week and he was pleased to say that 

they would be competing again.
Interest is also being shown by a 

event.
The week is this year to be sponsored 

by Tennent Caledonian Breweries who 

with posters and car stickers which will 

month.

two years. 

They will also be laying on a 

at Crinan, Oban and Tobermory during 

Firemen run off  their feet

activity.
But at the same time the carelessness 

burning was slammed.
The activity took place over the 

called in to help.

Highlands were due to carelessness 

controlled burning.
He urged them to make sure that 

cope with the job and not to proceed in 
windy conditions.

Mrs McGhee was in the house at 
the time with her children when she 

Neighbours rushed to her aid until the 

put right, but Mr McGhee praised the 

was not a lot worse.’

Drama festival underway

Argyll converged on Ardrishaig this 

which began on Tuesday night in 
Ardrishaig Public Hall.

A packed audience listened to the 
adjudicator Mr D.F. Crouch give the 

Tickets for...
Scottish Choreography Challenge 1st & 2nd May

Scottish Area Finals 30 April
Accordion & Fiddle Masters 30th April

St. John’s Cathedral, 7pm
Telephone 07510841198

B R A E VA L L I C H  N U R S E R Y
Major Clearance Sale
After 35years Braevallich Nursery 

is closing down
Rhododendrons, Azaleas, Pieris etc
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th April
The Mart, Soroba Road, Oban 
10am – 5pm



DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 55 prime cat-
tle and 1,489 prime sheep at 
Dingwall last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 
164.5p (+1.9p) and sold 
to 183p per kg for a 565kg 
Belgian Blue cross from 

and £1,183.20 for a 680kg 
Limousin cross from Udale, 

Prime heifers averaged 
167.4p (+2.0p) and sold 
to 178p per kg for a 525kg 
Limousin cross from 
Dunvournie, Duncanston, 
to John M Munro Ltd., 
and £1,037.50 for a 625kg 
Limousin cross from the 
same vendor.

Old season lambs averaged 
213.7p (+19.8p) and 
sold to 238.5p per kg for 
39.5kg Cheviots from Tore 
Mains, Tore, and £100 for 
43.5kg Beltex crosses from 
Torgorm, Conon Bridge., to 
Fraser Brothers Butchers, 
Dingwall.

Blackface lambs from 
Blackford Farm, Croy, sold 
to £91, and to 222.4p from 
Fornighty Farm, Nairn.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stir-
ling) Ltd sold 2386 sheep at 
Stirling last Tuesday.  

Prime hoggets averaged 
203.8p per kilo (+17.4p on 
the week) selling to 246.1p 
per kilo for a pen of 40kg 
Beltex hoggets from D L 
Young, Finmount.  

Hoggets averaged 208.9p 
per kilo (+20.1p on the 
week).

Prime lambs sold to 253.4p 
for a pen of 44kg Suffolk 
lambs from J Christie, West 
Carse.

Ewes sold to £146 for 
Texels from M McCall 
Smith, Connachan Farm 
to average at £70.72 while  
rams sold to £94.50 for 
Cheviots from Brechin, 

average £86.50.

UNITED Auctions sold 2,114 store cattle, 95 cast 
cows and 580 store sheep at their April Show and 
Sale at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 186.32p (+12.66p) and sold 
to 256.7p per kg for a 374kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Meikle Carleith and £1,080 for a 446kg 
Aberdeen Angus cross from the same home.

Heifers averaged 179.8p (+4.08p) and sold to 
243.2p per kg and £1080 for a 444kg Limousin cross 
from Roberton Mains.

Cast cows averaged 110.25p and sold to 146.1p 
Limousin cross from Craigend and £1,095 for a 
Limousin cross from Upper Spittalton.

Forward cattle averaged 130.18p and soldto 135.1p 
per kg and £1005 from Hardiston. 
Show results
Single bullock:   1 Mr Gilmour, Largiemore, Camp-
beltown  £930, 450kgs. 2 Mr Pirie, Chapelpark, 

£875, 490kgs.
Pen of 4:  1 Mr Brewster, Wester Boreland, Thorn-
hill £850, 424kgs. 2 Mr Brewster, Wester Boreland, 
Thornhill £820, 390kgs.

424kgs.
Suffolk hoggs from Glenshellach sold to £77 with 

Mules to £69.
Blackfaces sold to £66 and £62.50 from Ben 

Lawers, £64.60 Lettre and £64 Braes of Ardeonaig.

DINGWALL  Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Lambs:
TexelX: Shepherds Cottage, 
Meddat, Nigg, £89; 
Cheviot: Heathmount, £89; 
Mule: Dalmigavie Farms, 
£87;
SuffolksX: Balmacaan, 
Drumnadrochit, £81; 
Cross : Heathmount, £79; 
Blackface: Shewglie, Glen 
Urquhart, £78.50; 
CharollaisX: Simpsons Croft, 
Scotsburn, £78; 
Chamonais: Simpsons Croft, 
£78;
Rouge: Simpsons Croft, £75.
Ewes:
Texel: Beallach Na Gore, 
Jamestown, £146; 
Cheviot: 25 Fairmuir Road, 
Muir of Ord, £118; 
Mule: Brae Croft, Brae of 
Cantray, £100; 
Lleyn : Shewglie, £96; 
Cross: 25 Fairmuir Road, 
£86;
SuffolkX: 25 Fairmuir Road, 
£86;
Bluefaced Leicster: Simpson 
Croft, £82; 
Blackface: Corrimony, £78; 
TexelX: Brae Croft, £76.
Rams:
Cheviot: Heathmount, £126; 
Bluefaced Leicster: 
Dalmigavie Farms, £116; 
Blackface: Dunain Mains, 

Inverness, £60; 
Suffolk: Torgorm, Conon 
Bridge, £80.
Wedders: 
Cheviot: 189 Balchladich, 
Lairg, £77; 
Cross: Shewglie, £75.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg- Shaw of Touch 
£520, 234.2p; 
251-300kgs – Auchgoyle 
£6640, Craighead 225.9p; 
301-350kgs – Muircleugh 
£800, 231.2p; 
351-400kgs – Meikle Carleith 
£960, 256.7p; 
401-450kgs – Meikle Carleith 
£1080, 242.2p;

200p;

£1030, 195.8p; 
551-600kgs – Bankswood 
£1050, 179.2p; 
601-650kgs – Craighead 
£1040, 169.4p; 
651-700kgs Putechan £1070, 
160.2p.
Heifers:                                                                               
Up to 250kg  Clydeside £390, 
232.1p;
251-300kg- Roberton Mains 
£610, 214.1p; 
301-350kgs – Roberton Mains 
£690, 206.6p; 
351-400kgs – Ballikinrain 

£960, 240p; 
401-450kgs – Roberton Mains 
£1080, 243.2p; 

201.5p;
501-550kgs – South Biggart 
£1030, 198.8p; 

178.5p.
OTM Cows:
Upper Spittalton (Lim) £1095, 
Craigend 146.1p; The Mains 
(Cha) £1035, 138.7p; Lan-
graw (Sim) £955, 132.6p; 
Hillview (AA) £845, 144.2p.
Store Sheep 
Hoggs;
Glenshellach (Suff) £77; High 

land (Mul) £69; Ben Law-
ers (BF) £66; Lettre (BF) 

£64.50; Braes of Ardeonaig 
(BF) £64; Ben Lawers (BF) 
£62.50; Strathgarry (Mul) and 
Chesthill (BF) £62.

DINGWALL  Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 250kg - Glen 
Gloy Farms, Letterfinlay, 
£510, 242.9p; 
251-300kg – Upper Bogrow, 
Edderton, £660, 231.6p; 
301-350kg – Upper Bogrow, 
£720, 214.9p; 
351-400kg – Ardgayhill, Ar-
dgay, £785, Cranford, Gol-

401-450kg – Alvie Estate, 

ness, 202.4p; 
451-500kg – Lower Milton 
Farm, Drumnadrochit, £880, 
190.9p;
501-550kg – Clury Farm, 
£1000, Lower Milton Farm, 
195.3p.
Heifers up to 250kg – Ardross 
Castle, Ardross, £490, Upper 
Bogrow, 204.4p; 
251-300kg – Attadale, Bal-
macara, £520, Belladrum 

301-350kg – Abersky, £670, 
Cranford, 196.7p; 
351-400kg – Attadale, £730, 
202.8p;
401-450kg – Alvie Estate, 

sie, 196.6p; 
451-500kg – Corrimony, 
Glenurquhart, £850, 182.8p; 
501-550kg – Lower Milton 
Farm, £865, 168p; 
551-600kg – Glenurqu-
hart Farm, Cromarty, £825, 
140.8p.

DINGWALL  Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 250kg – 5 

206.6p;
251-300kg – Cambusmore Es-
tate, Dornoch, £560, 199.3p; 
301-350kg – Whitebog, £725, 
222.4p;

351-400kg – Nottingham 
Mains,  Latheron,  £820, 
205.5p;
401-450kg – Ardross Castle, 
Ardross, £825, Springfield 
Croft, Balblair, 195.1p; 
451-500kg – Gaskbeg, £940, 
195.8p;
501-550kg – Springfield 
Croft, £950, Wester Rarichie, 
Nigg, 180.5p; 
551-600kg – Wester Fearn, 
£990, 176.5p; 
601-650kg – Wester Fearn, 
£1010, 166.9p; 
over 651kg – Lynegar, Wat-
ten, £1070, 163.4p.

chy, Wick, £395, 5 Strathnav-
er, 178.2p; 
251-300kg – Cambusmore 
Estate, £500, 181.2p; 
301-350kg – Nottingham 
Mains, £615, 188.1p; 
351-400kg – Nottingham 
Mains, £700, Laggan of Clach-
aig, Nethybridge, 178.5p; 
401-450kg – Cambusmore 
Estate, £780, Ardross Castle, 
184.3p;
451-500kg – Easter Duthil, 
Carrbridge, £825, 173.7p; 
501-550kg – Ordmuir, Muir 
of Ord, £820, Wester Fearn, 
157.2p;
551-600kg – Glenurqu-
hart Farm, Cromarty, £855, 
149.1p.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd., sold 20 Over 30 
Month cattle at Dingwall last 
Wednesday.

Cows averaged 110.5p 
and sold to 126.8p per kg 
for a 745kg Limousin cross 

and £1,105 for a 885kg 
British Blue cross from 

Clean heifers and bullocks 
averaged 137.2p and sold to 
140.4p per kg 

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd  sold 284 conti-
nental store cattle in a special 
show and sale at Dingwall 
last Wednesday when a more 
mixed show continued to sell 
at recent high rates.

Bullocks averaged 
184.7p and sold to 326.4p 
and £1,420 for a 435kg 
Limousin cross from Clury 
Farm, Dulnain Bridge.

Heifers averaged 180.8p 
and sold to 209.1p and 
£920 for a pair of Limousin 
crosses from Invertromie, 

Champion continental 
cross was awarded to a 
410kg Charolais cross 
bullock from Abersky, 
Torness.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 529 Aberdeen 
Angus store cattle in a special 
show and sale held at Ding-
wall last Wednesday when a 
sellers found highly satisfac-
tory trade with quality kinds 
specially sought after.

Bullocks averaged 181.4p 
and sold to 258.1p and 
£1,200 for the champion, 
a 465kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Gaskbeg, Laggan, 
Newtonmore.

Heifers averaged 170.5p 
and sold to 199.7p for a pen 
of Aberdeen Angus crosses 
from Whitebog, Fortrose, 
and £865 for an Aberdeen 
Angus cross from Culrain 
Mains, Ardgay.

In the Aberdeen Angus 
Cattle Society sponsored 
show and sale of store 
cattle judged by Mr Graeme 
MacIver, Flowerburn 
Mains, Fortrose, the overall 
champion was awarded to a 
465kg bullock from Messrs 
J G Grant & Son, Gaskbeg, 
Laggan, realising £1,200 to 
the judge. 

Reserve champion was a 
480kg bullock also from 
Gaskbeg, realising £940 to 
Auchtydore Farms, Easterton 
of Lednabo, Mintlaw.
Prize list
Bullock: 1 Gaskbeg, 465kg, 
£1,200; 2 Gaskbeg, 480kg, 
£940.
Heifer: 1 E L M Laing, Wester 
Fearn, 515kg, £735; 2  W A 
Cowan, Gordonhall, 410kg, 
£600.
Pair of bullocks or heifers: 

570kg, £980; 2 Wester Fearn, 
605kg, £1,010. 
Pen of four bullocks or heif-
ers: 1 Wester Fearn, 506kg, 
£790; 2 Wester Fearn, 561kg, 
£990.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 1,285 
store, breeding and feeding sheep at Dingwall last 
Thursday when all classes of store lambs and ewes 
met an excellent demand.

Lambs averaged £60.12 and sold to £90 for 
Cheviots from Heathmount, Tain.

Ewes averaged £62.12 and sold to £154 for Texels 
from Wester Raddery, Fortrose.

In lamb ewes sold to £57 for Cheviots from 40 
Lower Breakish, Broadford, Isle of Skye while rams 
averaged £61.76 and sold to £130 for a Lleyn from 
Corrimony, Glen Urquhart.

Feeding sheep averaged £68.30 and sold to £83 
gross for Lleyns also from Corrimony.

FARMERS in Argyll are be-
ing asked to air their political 
view ahead of the general 
elections.

 Hustings
The Argyll Region of the  

National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS) is to host 
a hustings meeting for the 
four main local candidates, 
when farmers can ask the 
politicians what the future is 

for farming in Argyll.
The meeting will also 

give members of NFUS the 
chance to quiz the candidates 
and hear what they would 
propose to do to assist the 
development of agriculture 
and the rural economy in the 
next few years.

The meeting will be held 
on Friday April 16 at 2pm 
in the Templars Hall, Tarbert 

and is open to all members of 
NFUS.

Bert Leitch, chairman of 
Argyll and Islands Regional 
Board said: ‘Although we 
have devolution in Scotland 
and our own parliament, 
Westminster still controls 
many of the issues and 
budgets that affect farming 
and the rural economy. 

‘It is vital that we have 

an MP for Argyll with a 
strong interest in promoting 
agriculture and the rural 
economy. 

‘This hustings meeting will 
give the main candidates the 
opportunity to set out their 
stall and justify why they 
are the best candidate for our 
area.

‘The meeting will also give 
our members the opportunity 

to test the awareness amongst 
the candidates of the main 
issues affecting our industry.’

The candidates attending 
the meeting will be: Alan 
Reid, Scottish Liberal 

Scottish National Party; 
Gary Mulvaney, Scottish 
Conservatives and David 
Graham, Scottish New 
Labour.

Largiemore bullock 
is April Show 
champion at Stirling

Dingwall sheep sale

Trade up at 
Stirling

Continental
bullocks sell 
to 326.4p 
per kilo at 
Dingwall

Lamb trade 
up again
at Dingwall

Politicians to face Argyll farmers at Tarbert

Over 30 month sale 
at Dingwall

Market reports

MORE than 7,500 Scottish 
farmers should start to receive 
their share of £23.4 million of 
European funding this week 
under the Scottish Beef Calf 
Scheme.

‘Vital support’ 
The payments will be made 

in respect of the 2009 Scottish 
Beef Calf Scheme (SBCS) for 
more than 406,000 animals 
claimed for last year.

Welcoming the prompt 
payments, Rural Affairs 
Secretary Richard Lochhead 

said: ‘These payments will 
provide vital support and 

livestock sector, following 
a turbulent winter and the 
impact of severe weather on 
many farmers. 

‘I am sure they will be 
welcomed by Scotland’s 
quality beef producers, 
following on from the Single 
Farm Payments at the end of 
last year and the Less Favoured 
Area Support payments at the 
start of this year. Together, 

these payments form part 
of an important support 
framework that is always 
essential, and never more so 
than in the current economic 
climate.’

Payments were due to start 
arriving in bank accounts from 
yesterday (Wednesday) with 
the majority to be received by 
tomorrow (Friday) - subject to 
necessary validation checks. 

This year’s payment rate is 
set at £114.38 for each of the 

the remainder.
 The Scottish Beef Calf 

Scheme is a direct support 
scheme aimed at specialist 
beef producers breeding 
beef calves from suckler 
cows. Farmers are by paid a 
premium on all calves which 
are 75 per cent beef bred and 
are kept on the producers’ 
Scottish land continuously for 
30 days from birth. Animals 
born on or after December 2, 
2004 are eligible. Payments 
are entirely EU funded.

Farmers to receive beef calf 
scheme payments this week
£23.4 million of EU funding aimed at suckler cow sector

Aberdeen
Angus stores 
in demand
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A A McIntyre 
Poultry

Rhode Rock, Isa Brown, 
Sussex Star, Blue Ranger, 
Sussex Ranger, White Star 
Ranger Speckledy, Point 

Campbell and White Elite 
ducks.  Also Ross Cobb, 

d.o., and growers.  Poultry 
housing for 3-50 birds.

Delivery all areas.
Telephone 01292 591266 
or mobile 07779311149.

Case International 
595 4wd H-reg 90% tyres 
very good working order 

£4795.00 +VAT 
Tel: 01880 770232

CATTLE FOR SALE
Pedigree Highland Bull 

- selling as coming on to own 
stock, 3 Highland Heifers, 18 
months +, quiet and easy to 

handle. 
Telephone 01567 820302

SEASONAL GRASS LET
Clachan, Kilninver

Mixed hill/improved pasture

Available from June onwards

Good handling/loading facilities

Contact Rory Young 0798 998 3305

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

C. Hodge Fencing
Wire, Rylock and Fence Posts.

Timber and Metal Gates, Cattlegrids
Sleepers, Rails and Timbers

Raised Beds
Large or small orders, delivered.

Top quality, well priced

President of Institute of Auctioneers and Appraisers in Scotland John Gregor, centre, awards John Kyle, left, and 
Alastair Logan, right, certifi cates after being admitted as fellow members to the Institute.  Both John and Alastair 
conduct sales in Stirling, Oban and the Western Isles and have been employed with the Caledonian Marts, Millhall, 
Stirling since 1977 and 1978 respectively.
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£7000

21ft Magnum Daysailer 
2006, Road Trailer and 10 HP 

Tohatsu Outboard. 
Very Good condition.

Telephone: 
07879 074320

TRIMARAN
FOR SALE

NISSAN X-TRAIL 
2.5 SVE

£3450

Reg May 2003, Metallic Green, 91,000 Miles. All Leather 
Beige Interior, AC, CD Changer, Sat Nav. Fully Serviced and 

Maintained. Huge Electric Sunroof, Alloys. Excellent Car.

Tel: 01855 841320

£6500

21ft GRP Displacement Cruiser, Vetus 33HP 
Diesel engine. Fully equipped and in 
good order, Otter Ferry, Loch Fyne.
Full details including 

viewing arrangements 
- 01738 621097, or 

norman@renfrew5006.
freeserve.co.uk

MAYLAND 
KINGFISHER

£2650 o.n.o.

7 seater MPV, 04 reg, 2 litre 
turbo diesel, Long tax and 

Mot, 4 good tyres, Full electric 
pack, Radio Cassette, Good 

on fuel, Good condition, 
Good family car.

Telephone: 
07861 465261

VAUXHALL 
ZAFIRA

2

BMW 323

£2000 o.n.o.

1997 P, fsh, 113,000 miles, 4 brand new continental 
tyres, just been serviced, taxed and MOTd

Tel: 07501471509

PIONER 12 C/W YAMAHA 4HP 
OUTBOARD AND TRAILER

£1990 INC.VAT

All in good condition and ready to use etc.

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/MOB 07799692072

www.stoddarts.co.uk     john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

T

VAUXHALL FRONTERA 
SPORT 4 X 4

£600

1999, MOT to December 2010.

Tel: 01852 300400

HOBBY EXCELLENT 
470

£2995

17ft, single axle, 4 Berth, Hob, fridge, cooker, blow air heat-
ing, fly screen/blinds to all windows, vanity unit and w/h basin, 

cassette toilet. Extras include awning and brand new cover. Good 
condition, No Pets, Non smokers.

Tel: 07979 977540

£1750 o.n.o.

2.0 HDI, 2 SEATS, VERY 
RELIABLE, 121,000 MILES, 

MOT AND TAXED.

Telephone: 
07837 507485

PEUGEOT EXPERT 
2002

£8,000 o.n.o.

A nice van. MOT until July.
Taxed until September.

Telephone: 01852 314302

1994 FIAT 
AUTOTRAIL

5 BERTH 
MOTORHOME

£3000 o.n.o.

Electric start/ tilt.
Never used.

Telephone: 
01852
314302

40HP
MECURY

4 STROKE 
OUTBOARD

RENAULT 
LAGUNA 1.6

£3000 o.n.o.

2003, 53k miles, taxed and mot’s Oct 2010.

Tel: 01631 565697

£3500

PETROL, 52PLATE (03), 58K 
MILES, 6 MONTHS TAX, 8 

MONTHS MOT. FULL SERVICE 
HISTORY, HEATED WINDSCREEN, 

ALLOY WHEELS, CD. 
Excellent Condition.

Telephone: 
01546 886638

FORD FOCUS 1.6 
LX ESTATE

HERWA18 
DAY FISHER

£4500 o.n.o.

Johnson 50 Outboard, Tohatsu 5hp Auxilliary Outboard, 2 berth 
large cabin, many extras. Ashore Taynuilt on launching trailer.

Tel: 01866 822597

£1475

X Reg Hatchback 
999cc,

66000 miles, 
8 months Mot 
and 3 months 

road tax, 
colour blue.

Telephone: 
01631 720596

VOLKSWAGON 
POLO

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

LAND ROVER 
DEFENDER 90 200TDI

£4200

87k miles; MOT May 2011; Alloys, only 750 miles since 
professionally fitted galvanised chassis, new brakes(discs all 

round), suspension, exhaust, clutch, fuel tank, etc.

Tel: 01852 200256  or  07770 732498

£10,750 o.n.o.

2003, Focus RS, 2ltr Turbo. Private RS 
number plate, 55K miles, FSH, H & R 

Springs, New Discs and Pads all round, GGR 
Dump Valve, Owned for 3 years. (2 owners 

from New), Taxed and MOT’d.
Phone for more details
 Tel – 07824 359 257

Or 01866 822 011
(After 7.30pm ) 

FOCUS
RS

LAND ROVER LR3
DISCOVERY 2.7 TD V6 S

£12,500 o.n.o.

Reg: Nov 2004 (54); 2 Prev Owners; Blue; 87000 miles; MOT April 2011; Full L/R Service History; 
Good Condition; CD Changer; Cruise Control; Land Rover Snow Chains; Twin Front Spots; 

Can be Viewed in Islay at Weekends and in Edinburgh Weekdays

Tel: 01496 302237 or 07764 455859

£750 o.n.o.

N reg, 12 months MOT, 
2 months Tax, 
42,500 miles 

excellent runner.
Telephone: 

07917 450053 
(Arran)

RENAULT MEGANE
1.6 RXE AUTOMATIC

£420

R2.5 inflatable, 
with 3.3 
Mariner
2 Stroke 

outboard.

Telephone: 
01631
562003

AVON 
DINGHY

£1575 o.n.o.

Red, taxed mot Feb 2011, 
c.d. service history, alloys, 

very nice condtion. 
Very economical.
Telephone: 

01546 870 336

2002 VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.2 SXI HATCH

AUTOSLEEPER 
CAMPERVAN

£8,000 o.n.o.

4 berth, 2.5 diesel, taxed till October, 
MOT March 2011, 1990 first registered, 

must be seen.

Tel: 01586 554045

£950 o.n.o.

Learner legal commuter scooter, only 
1000 miles from new. 

First registered August 1997 (07 plate). 
Reliable and cheap to run. 

Just serviced.

Telephone: 
01586 820222

HONDA LEAD 
102CC

£1000

W reg
Low Mileage.

Telephone: 
01586 830 269

RENAULT 
LAGUNA

PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 
- BOAT, CAR OR VAN

Totally refurbished, Yamaha 
diesel engine, 

new stern leg wrap around 
wheelhouse.
Further details 

telephone 01586 554480 
01586 552698 (evenings) 
077889 23890 (mobile)

RED BAY 
7.5M

Wheeled
excavator,

ideal self build.

Telephone: 
01586 554480 or 

07788 923890
for further details.

CASE/JCB
TYPE (1984)

£2650

30’X10’,  VGC,
2 Bedrooms, sleeps 6,
Campbeltown area.

Telephone: 
07881 787116

STATIC CARAVAN, 
WILLERBY JUPITER

£3250 o.n.o.

2003, 61,000 miles
4 x 4, 3 door. Black.

2 lady owners.
Service history. MOT & Tax.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

302168

SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA 1.6

RENAULT KANGOO 
AUTHENTIQUE 16V

£3200 o.n.o.

2003 (53 Reg) 67000 Miles
Taxed and MOT 

Excellent condition

Tel: 01631 563711

’57 Suzuki Grand Vitara 3 dr VVT 4WD 
Petrol, low mileage (under 21k), met 

light gold/black interior.
Manufacturers warranty to 21 Dec 2010. 
In very good condition, perfect for Arran, 

A/C, Climate, CD, SF rear seats, R/C locking, 
32mpg, new wheels & suspension just fitted.

Call Graham on 01770 303699 9-5 
Mon-Fri or 07703 206237 anytime.

£7,750 (new model is £14k)
or £15,000 buy one get one free!

Car located on Isle of Arran

SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA 3DR

SAILING /CRUISING 
YACHT COLVIC 296

£14,000

1987 rerigged epoxied rewired fully equiped for west coast 
cruising, autohelm,wheelsteering,warm air volvo heating

dinghy and outboard too much more to mention.

Tel: 01369 702522 Mob: 07742930333

58 MITSUBISHI L200 Raging Bull double cab, auto, full spec, leather, canopy, blue tooth, 20k  £14,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab pick up full spec leather met silver 27k  £13,450
07MITSUBISHI L200 Elegance double cab pick up auto full spec, leather, 40k  £12,250
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab pick up full spec met silver 45k  £11,250
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Club Cab pick-up 4wd, cd, black, 40k £8,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Club cab pick up 4wd, load liner, cd, white, 40k  £8,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warior double cab, met grey, leather, canopy, 27k £11,450
07 MITSUBISH L200 club cab pick up 4WD cd, met grey, 30k £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick up, canopy, leather,  full spec  £8,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick up, leather, full spec, black, 50k  £8,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick up, met grey, 50k  £7,950
53 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab  pick up, canopy, towbar, Bf Goodrich Tyres, cd changer, black £5,450
03 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life, double cab pick up, full spec, new Goodrich tyres, cd, black  £4,750

Navara King Cab pick-up, silver, alloys, air con,  £9,650

55 FORD Transit 350 crew cab tipper, alloy body, towbar, dark blue  £6,950
55 FORD Ranger,  Super Cab pick-up, 2WD, 14k, as new   £5,950
06 FORD Transit 280 swb, panel van, 100 hp, cd player, dark blue  £5,250
04 FORD Transit 350 crew cab tipper, 115hp, alloy body, small hiab, towbar, white 50k choice  £6,250

56 MERCEDES Sprinter 311 CDI  LWB crew van, new shape, 6 speed, rear windows, white £8,950
06 Mercedes Sprinter 311cdi,  mwb crew van, 5 seater, storage area, white  £6,950
55 MERCEDES 311 CDI 12 Seat Mini Bus, mwb, high roof, sld, 60k, white £7,950

DSL602 Skid Steer, Q hitch bucket, 400 hours, very clean £7,950

350 hrs  £8,950
17.5%

TOYOTA 
AVENSIS

£1700

One owner from new.
5 dr hatchback 1.8l  X reg (2001) 68k, MOT & tax, 

electric windows, Alloys, A/C, f.s.h., excellent condition.
Telephone: 07880668849 Benderloch

£1200 o.n.o.

1.8 petrol 1998.
Taxed until August, MOT until 

September. Many new parts fitted, 
95,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07525719733

LANDROVER 
FREELANDER

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440
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THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
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AN ACHARACLE man has 
won his appeal to do what 
he wants with a house he 
recently built on the family 
croft.

Scottish Government 
Reporter Graham Hickman 
has ruled that Highland 
Council’s Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber planning 

committee were wrong to 
refuse Graham Cameron, 
of Arivegaig, Acharacle 
permission to sell or lease 
the house, Somerled.

Mr Cameron was granted 
permission to build the 
house in 2004 on condition 
that only a person ‘mainly 
or substantially’ employed 

working the croft, Glenifer, 
could occupy it. Mr 
Cameron, a self-employed 
electrician, had been 
assigned the tenancy of 
the croft, 195 Arivegaig, 
and said he needed the 
new house because his 
parents continued to stay 
in the original croft house, 

Glenifer.
West Arivegaig township 

shareholders lodged strong 
objections at the time and 
said they would claim 
compensation if the house 
and land were as sold as a 
private site.

Mr Cameron’s parents 
subsequently passed away 

and last June Mr Cameron 
asked the committee to lift 
the agricultural occupancy 
condition, arguing that 
maintaining two houses 
on the croft was ‘an undue 
burden’ on his ability to 
manage it.

The committee refused 
after Highland Council 

leader and local councillor 
Michael Foxley pointed to 
the strength of local feeling 
on the issue.

But Mr Hickman upheld 
Mr Cameron’s appeal on 
the grounds it was ‘not 
necessary’ to have two 
houses tied to the working 
of the croft.

Acharacle croft house can be sold following appeal decision

INVERLOCHY Primary 
School took another step 
towards winning its eco-

staged an eco day of action 
before the Easter holidays.

All pupils were split into 
eco groups comprising all 
ages from nursery to P7, with 
P7 teacher and Inverlochy 
eco-schools coordinator 
Elaine Campbell in charge.

Activities included 
planting vegetables, making 
fruit smoothies, making 
notebooks from recycled 
paper, going on a litter pick 
and learning about road 

safety. Elaine said: ‘It’s all 
about raising awareness 
of our action plan towards 

to hit the required points on 
that action plan.’

Pupils Naomi Logan and Antony Hook get ready to join their schoolmates at the vegetable plot next to the 
school. 10_f16eco01

NEXT MONTH’S 
motorcycle spectacular the 
Scottish Six Days Trial is to 

Fort William.
In previous years riders 

podium at the parade, but 
the 2010 event will see them 
take their machines 300 
yards further up High Street 

Square.
The town will act as base 

throughout the May 3-8 
competition and will host 

day one, when the 175 
competitors tackle a beefed-
up Town Hall Brae section 
above Cameron Square.

Tuesday will see the 
riders head north from Fort 
William towards Spean 
Bridge, skirting Loch Lochy 
en route to Fort Augustus 
for sections at Meall Damh 
and south through forest and 
moor towards Clunes, near 
Gairlochy.

Wednesday sees the course 
follow an anti-clockwise 
route from Fort William to 
Spean Bridge on to the A86 
before snaking back in a wide 
loop for tough moorland 
sections around Loch Treig 
and Ben Nevis. 

Day four welcomes the 
introduction of a new six-

traditional Thursday route 
that should prove popular 
with spectators. Before that, 
competitors have to face a 
gruelling 2500-foot ascent 
across the mountains into 
Glen Lyon.  

As ever, the customary road 
tour of the peninsula will take 
place on Friday. Leaving Fort 
William, the party will head 
west on the A830 and take 
on four sections in Doire 

at Pipers Burn. From there 
riders will travel down to 
the southernmost tip of Loch 
Shiel before zigzagging east 
in the direction of Loch 
Linnhe and heading back to 
base camp in Fort William.

sections at Aonach Mor and 
Mamore Forest.

Scottish
Six Days 
Trial to 
have ‘in 

Final day action at 

Aonach Mor and 

Mamore Forest

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

INTERVIEWS for a new 

the Isle of Rum are being 
held today (Thursday) as 
islanders plot a new future, 
independent of Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH).

Among the candidates 
will be Ian Leaver, who is 
reapplying for the post he 
has held for the past two 
years.

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is funding 
the post, initially for 20 
months with a possible 
extension to three years, 
under its ‘Growth at the 
Edge’ programme with cash 
backing from LEADER.

The appointment follows 
phase two of the transfer 
of assets from Rum owners 
SNH to the Isle of Eigg 
Community Trust (IECT) 
last week, which saw 
islanders take over 11 houses 
in Kinloch village and 161 
acres of adjacent land. The 
trust became owners of 88 
acres, the community hall 

transfer. The trust has also 
become owners of remote 
Harris Lodge on the west of 
the island and plans to offer 
the property as a holiday or 
long term let, possibly to a 
writer or painter inspired 
by the scenic surroundings. 
Three crofts on bare land 
at Kinloch will also be 
advertised in September, Mr 
Leaver said.

previously but there’s a lot 
of fencing and improvement 
required and there’s no 
house with them,’ he said. 
‘But the tenancy would give 
people some security in the 

grants to get a house.’
Longer term, islanders will 

have to address its electricity 
supply, currently provided 
through a dated 30 kilowatt 
hydro scheme at Corrie 
Dubh, which frequently 
needs back up from diesel 
generators.

Future plans include 
building a 200-kilowatt 
hydro scheme to cater for an 
anticipated uplift in demand 
as the island’s permanent 
population of around 30 
grows and new businesses 
spring up.

Meanwhile, SNH is 
currently installing a battery 
invertor system similar to 
that on neighbouring Eigg, 
which allows renewable 
power to be stored then fed 
into the grid when the sun 
doesn’t shine or the weather 
is calm.

Mr Leaver highlighted 
attracting new families to 
the island as vital.

‘New people will make 
the social mix better, which 
is important because there 
will be room for manoeuvre 
between different groups,’ he 
said. ‘What’s really required 
is more bodies. New drive 
and new ideas will kick in 
to the local economy. If you 
have a small community and 
you require six directors the 
more people you have the 
less the burden will be on 
individuals.’

population target for Rum, 
although Mr Leaver felt 100 
‘would be nice’. ‘Things 
will go at their own pace as 
people take the urge to move 
here,’ he said.

IECT chairman Charlie 
King told The Oban Times 
the transfer of land and 
home to the trust would 
open up Rum for future 
development.

‘A young couple from 
Wales have bought the Tattie 
House and they are going to 
do it up for a B&B,’ he said. 
A tea room and shop at the 
old pier is also planned.

Rum
invests
in future 
after SNH

THE ROTARY Club of 
Lochaber is hosting a 
‘swishing party’ at Ben 
Nevis Distillery tomorrow 
(Friday) at 7pm for ladies to 
exchange items of clothing 
no longer wanted for new 
ones and to help reduce un-
necessary textile waste. 

The club has also planned 
a casino evening with a 
James Bond theme at the 
Ben Nevis Hotel on Satur-
day, April 24 at 7.30pm. 

All monies from the event 
will go to Crossroads Loch-
aber and Calum’s Cabin 
in Rothesay, which helps 
families who have a child 
suffering from cancer or a 
cancer related disease. 

The Rotary Club thanks 
Marine Harvest for spon-
soring the night and all busi-
nesses and individuals for 
their donations. 

Rotarians go 
‘swishing’

Kinlochleven opens 
new community 
outlet
A NEW community furni-
ture and electrical goods 
recycling outlet opened its 
doors in Kinlochleven on 
Monday.

The New Start High-
land centre collects free 
of charge good qual-
ity furniture and goods, 
which would otherwise be 
dumped, for redistribution 
to people in need.

The charity’s enterprise 

Oban Times clients referred 
by outside agencies such as 
Highland Council and hous-
ing association would have 
priority, with surplus items 
being made available to the 
general public.

The community outlet, 
linked to a warehouse in 
Fort William, will provide 
local jobs, employment 
training placements and 
volunteering opportunities. 

NSH team leader Sandi 
Rosewall said: ‘Through de-
livering a localised service 
we hope to offer Kinloch-
leven and the surrounding 
areas an effective tailored 
service.’ 

THE JOHN Muir Trust, 
the UK’s leading wild land 
charity, has awarded more 

servation projects in Skye, 
Lewis and Harris through its 
conservation fund.

Recipients include the 
Galson Estate Trust and 
North Harris Trust, an initia-
tive on Harris to repair an 
eroded stalkers’ path and a 
project on Skye to develop a 
moorland management plan 
for Sconser and Elgol com-
mon grazings.

Elgol and Torrin Historical 

cial assistance to develop an 
archive of old photographs 
and documents from the 
Strath area of Skye. 

John Muir Trust 
grants

THE WILLIE MacKillop Memorial 
Trophy was presented at Fort William 
Fiddle and Accordion Club’s last 
monthly musical evening of the 
winter at the Railway Club in Fort 
William last Tuesday night.

Keith MacKillop and his daughter 
Demi presented the cup to Hannah 
MacRae from Lochyside for her 
outstanding musicianship.

The trophy was donated by 
Lochaber Pub Watch in memory of 
Keith’s dad, who was Railway Club 
steward for many years and gave 
great encouragement to the young 
musicians playing at Fort William 
Fiddle and Accordion Club (FWFAC) 
social evenings.

Committee members award the 
trophy to the most improved musician 
aged under 15 who has played at the 
club over last year.

FWFAC treasurer Marion 
MacDonald told The Oban Times 

summer break had been ‘a very 
enjoyable night’.

Guests at the social were Colin 
Dewar’s band from Stirling and 
local musicians young and old also 
entertained an appreciative audience 
of around 90, Marion said. The club 
gets together again in October.Keith and Demi MacKillop present Hannah with the trophy.

Hannah wins 
memorial trophy

POLLING cards to 51,934 voters in the Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
constituency were posted out yesterday for the May 6 General 
Election.

The last date for receipt of applications to be included on the 
register of electors for this election is Tuesday April 20.  Anyone who 
is uncertain as to whether or not they are registered can check via 
freefone 0800 393 783. Deadline for applications to vote by post is 
5pm on Tuesday 20 April.  Polling will take place from 7am to 10pm at 
115 polling stations across the Ross, Skye and Lochaber constituency 
and the count will take place overnight at Dingwall Leisure Centre.

Polling cards go out

FOUR Lochaber High 
School senior pupils have 
been hired to promote local 
businesses to thousands of 
spectators and competitors 
at the SPEA FIM Trial World 
Championship at Nevis 
Range in June.

New company
Event organisers L+M 

Events handed Stephen 
MacPhee, Jamie Riley, 
Connor Gillies and Leah 
Burns the task of creating 
a local business directory 

programme.
The go-ahead quartet set up 

their company LochADder 
under the Young Enterprise 
Scotland (YES) programme, 
electing a board of directors, 
raising share capital and 

advertising sales campaign. 
At the end of the year they 
will liquidate the company 

and present a full report and 
accounts.

L + M Events’ Jake Miller 
hired the young team 
through Frazer Coupland 
of No Fuss to ensure 
community involvement in 
the championships.

Mr Miller said: ‘It has been 
a great way to engage with 
the local community and 

to give the kids a taste of 
what they can expect when 
they move into the working 
world.’

LochADer’s Connor Gillies 
said: ‘The experience proved 
to be a lot more work that 

overcame these problems. 
Morale and motivation were 
key elements to our success 

and these traits, I’m sure, 
will carry forward to any 
further projects we do in the 
future. LochADder wishes 
every success to all riders in 
the 2010 event.’ 

Lochaber High School head 
teacher Jim Sutherland said 
getting involved with YES 
had been ‘an interesting and 
stimulating experience’ for 
LochADer.

‘It has given them an 
opportunity to work with 
business people on a real 
project which is proving to 
be commercially successful,’ 
he said

The UK leg of the 2010 
SPEA FIM Trial World 
Championship, the foremost 
international motorcycle trial 
competition, will be staged at 
Nevis range on June 25-27. 

that Scotland has hosted a 
stage of the series.

Lochaber youngsters will promote local businesses
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FOR LEASE
SNACK BAR SITE
GANAVAN SANDS CAR PARK, GANAVAN, OBAN
Offers are invited for the lease of a mobile snack bar site at Ganavan Sands Car 
Park, Ganavan, Oban, over the summer 2010 period.
Offers over £100 per week are invited for the site
Closing date for offers is Tuesday 11th May 2010
For further details: Estates Office, Blairvadach, Helensburgh G84 8ND

Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to 
Planning Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 06/05/2010

•Ref No: 10/00325/PPP
Applicant: Mr E P Bowden-Smith
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South East Of Braevallich Farmhouse East Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll and Bute PA33 1BU 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 10/00363/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs W J Wemyss
Proposal: Alterations, extension, demolitions and change of use of bed and breakfast (class 7) to dwellinghouse (class 9)
Site Address: Eredine House East Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll And Bute PA33 1BP 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 10/00365/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs P Walton
Proposal: Erection of extension to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Kakadu Barcaldine Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1SG 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00375/AMSC
Applicant: Mr and Mrs William Wemyss
Proposal: Approval of conditions 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 relative to outline planning permission reference 06/00127/OUT.
Site address: Eredine House East Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll and Bute PA33 1BP
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 10/00386/AMSC
Applicant: Mr Craig McGougan
Proposal: Approval of Condition 1 relative to Outline Planning Permission reference 07/00749/OUT.
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Achnaba North Connel Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1RF 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00391/PP
Applicant: Aweside Developments Ltd
Proposal: Variation to conditions 2 (tree felling/shrub clearance), 6 (external finishing materials), 8 (ways and footpaths) 
and 13 (external lighting) relative to planning permission reference 06/01640/DET.
Site address: Dalavich Chalet Park Dalavich Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/00395/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs T Corbett
Proposal: Erection of a dwelling house and associated works
Site Address: Dobhran Cottage Lochbuie Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA62 6AA 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure

•Ref No: 10/00397/PP
Applicant: Bowmans Coaches (Mull) Ltd
Proposal: Erection of a detached one and a half storey dwellinghouse to provide staff accommodation.
Site Address: Scallastle Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA65 6BA 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure

•Ref No: 10/00438/PPP
Applicant: Mr G Forster
Proposal: Site for the erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South of The Paddock Kentallan Farm Aros Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Aros Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications which can be 
viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST and 
Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 67/69 
Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do 
so in writing to 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/00432/LIB
Applicant: Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited
Proposal: General repairs and improvement works to existing harbour
Site Address: Caledonian Macbrayne Ltd Scalasaig Isle of Colonsay Argyll and Bute PA61 7YW 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Colonsay
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, WEST OF TERVINE HOUSE, TERVINE, KILCHRENAN, 
ARGYLL TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 01/09
The above Authority under Section 163 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 has made a Provisional Tree 
Preservation Order which takes effect on 8th April 2010 and hereby gives notice that:-
1. The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of a mature deciduous tree situated to the 
 West of Tervine House, Tervine, Kilchrenan, Argyll and considered by the Local Planning Authority to be of considerable 
 merit and contribute to the overall setting of the property and the local area;
2. A certified copy of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order and map has been deposited at Argyll and Bute Council 
 Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban and may be inspected during all normal 
 working hours;
3. Objections and representation with respect to the Provisional Tree Preservation Order may be made to the undersigned 
 in accordance with Regulations 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order and Trees in Conservation 
 Areas) (Scotland) Regulations 1975, which Regulations state that:-
 (1) every objection or representation to the Planning Authority with respect to an Order shall be made in writing, 
  shall state the grounds thereof, and specify the particular trees, groups of trees, or woodlands in respect of 
  which it is made.
 (2) an objection or representation shall be duly made if it complies with paragraph (1) of this Regulation and is received 
  by the Planning Authority within 28 days from the date of the publication of the Notice by advertisement.
4. The Tree Preservation Order shall take effect provisionally on 8th April 2010 and shall continue in force until
 (i) the expiration of a period of 6 months beginning with the date on which the Tree Preservation Order was made
 or
 (ii) the date on which the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, whichever first occurs.

Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
SINGLE MOORING: 

GLACERISKA BAY, LOCH CRERAN
Notice is hereby given that Donald MacKenzie has applied to 
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Executive, under section 
34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended  by the section 
36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, in respect of a proposed 
new mooring at the following position in Glaceriska Bay:
 Description Latitude Longitude
 Mooring 56 32.545N 05 23.825W
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 

within 28 days of the date of this notice quoting reference: 
2SPC/2/5/410
Donald MacKenzie, Hazelmount, Clachan Seil, By Oban, Argyll

Neil MacPhail has applied to 
decroft part of the croft at 35 
Balephetrish, Tiree extending 
to 0.105ha for the purpose of 
providing a site for a new 
house.  Ref:  4.86.23216
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofterscommission.org.uk 

above case number.  
A copy of any valid 
comments will be served on 
the applicant.

Further Opportunity to Attend Meeting

Following meetings on 7th and 8th of April in Port Ellen and Tar-
bert, CMAL are holding a second round of public meetings to dis-
cuss the planned works at Port Ellen & Kennacraig Ferry Terminals.
The meetings will highlight the works that will commence in 
2010, which include infrastructure improvements at Port Ellen 
and works to accommodate the new ferry at Kennacraig, as well 
as providing an update of the current status of the long term 
redevelopment plans.
For further information please contact Lorna Spencer – Director of 
Harbours & Piers on 01475 749934 or lorna.spencer@cmassets.
co.uk or visit our website www.cmassets.co.uk

Port Ellen & Kennacraig
Ferry Terminals
Public Meetings

Templar Hall
Tarbert, Loch Fyne
Tuesday 27th April 2010
19:00

Ramsay Hall
Port Ellen, Isle of Islay
Thursday 29th April 2010
19:00

Freshwater Hatchery 
Assistant Vacancy – 40 hours per week

Competitive salary, with overtime 
when necessary and stand by duties

An exciting opportunity has arisen within our company for a 
‘Freshwater Hatchery Assistant’ who as part of a small team will assist 
their colleagues in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe 
working environment for all. The position will be based at Ardtaraig, 
near Dunoon, West Scotland.
The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results 
in a challenging environment and delivering the highest standard of 
operations possible. Candidates should be active, self motivated, mature 
minded people with excellent team working and communication skills, 
along with a commitment for delivering results. Computer literacy and 
a technical aptitude is advantageous, as is possession of a current, clean 
driving license. 
If you feel you have the experience required to contribute to a 
progressive, results orientated company then please send your 
application to:
Debi Longmore, Human Resources Assistant, Mainstream 
Scotland, Crowness Point, Hatston Industrial Estate, Kirkwall, 
Orkney, KW15 1RG. 
Electronic applications welcomed – 
debi.longmore@mainstreamscotland.com
Closing date for this vacancy is 26 April 2010.
Interviews to be held week beginning 03 May 2010.

SITE SECRETARY
Barr Construction, a division of Barr Limited, has 
a vacancy for an enthusiastic Site Secretary to 
work on our site in Oban.  The vacancy will be for 
the duration of the contract, approximately until 
September 2010.
The successful applicant should have excellent 
computer skills, display a good telephone manner 

and working on their own initiative.
Experience within the Construction Industry is 
preferred but not essential.
Application forms can be obtained from the:-
Director of Personnel, Barr Limited, 100 Inchinnan 
Road, Paisley, PA3 2RE
Tel:   0141 848 8000
Email:   jobs@barr.co.uk
Web:   www.barr.co.uk
We Are An Equal Opportunities Employer

OFFICE STAFF
HIGHLAND HERITAGE COACH TOURS LIMITED

require

RESERVATIONS STAFF
for their busy Administration office

Keyboard skills and pleasant telephone manner essential.
Training will be given.  Full time position, must Be flexible.  
Shift work includes weekends and Evenings. Live-in or out.

Please apply in writing with a current C.V To:  Mrs J Colman, 

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY Tel: - 01838200393

360º TRACKED AND 
180º WHEELED 

EXCAVATOR OPERATORS
DRIVING LICENCE REQUIRED

ALSO

CLASS 2 HGV TIPPER DRIVER
PLEASE APPLY IN WRITING OR C.V. TO:-

HARRY ROSS,
PLANT MANAGER,

MACLEOD CONSTRUCTION LTD.,
KILMORY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,

LOCHGILPHEAD,
PA31 8RR.

OR

E-MAIL: jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Mary’s Meals is an international charity 
based in Dalmally, Argyll. We are looking 
for a new member of staff for our small 
head office team.
The Assistant Fundraising Administrator will 
have excellent communication and computer 
skills including experience in database, Word 
and Excel. Duties will include administration, 
dealing with the public and handling donations. 
More details at www.marysmeals.org. 
Applications close Friday, April 23.

Assistant Fundraising Administrator

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING 

STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 
6XY  and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards 
Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  

Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their 
letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 

representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

10/01198/FUL

10/01277/PIP

10/01381/PIP

10/01506/FUL

10/01517/FUL

10/01561/FUL

10/01562/FUL

10/01597/PIP

10/01598/PIP

10/01673/PIP

10/01674/PIP

10/01676/MSC

Development Address

Boyd Brothers (Haulage) 
Ltd
Annat Pier
Corpach
Fort William
PH33 7NB

Land to North East of 
Bridge House
Letterfinlay
Spean Bridge

Land 700m SW of 
Glenspean Lodge Hotel
Roy Bridge

Ferguson Transport
Integrated Freight Facility
Annat, Corpach
Fort William

Heston, Corpach
Fort William
PH33 7LT

1 Nevis Road
Inverlochy, Fort William
PH33 6LY

My Sandpiper 
West Highland Sailing
Laggan Locks
North Laggan

Land 70m SE of Braeside 
Cottage, Achdalieu
Fort William
PH33 7NN

Land South of Braeside 
Cottage, Achdalieu
Fort William

Land 70m North of Camus 
Cairain
Glenancross Road
Morar, Mallaig

Land 120m North of Camus 
Cairain
Glenancross Road
Morar, Mallaig

Land 150M North of 
Clansman Garage
Camaghael
Fort William

Proposal Description

Additional Sunday 
stevedoring 6 Sundays per 
annum for loading/
unloading vessels.
Emergency use hours of 
1000 and 1800

Erection of house

Erection of house and 
livestock/implement shed

Erection of storage 
building, removal of 
existing Nissan hut and 
portakabin

Extension to house 
(retrospective)

Extension to existing house 
and installation of oil tank.

Siting of caravan

Erection of house - Plot 1

Erection of house - Plot 2

Erection of house (Plot A)

Erection of house (Plot B)

Erection of House (renewal 
of 05/00274/REMLO)

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point 
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015   Fax: (01397) 707022    
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Couple Required For 
Estate on Loch Fyne

One responsible for grounds, garden,and forestry.

Clean driving licence and 

Partner to be housekeeper and cook.
Modernised three bedroom cottage provided.

Write with career details to Box number 57

METER READER, 
Campbeltown & 

surrounding areas 
You must have full 
driving licence, car 
& landline telephone. 
Hours vary between 15 

+ expenses. 
Please call Laura 
on 0141 272 7772 or 
email CV to Laura.
Farrell@search.co.uk 
(agy)

A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Crofters Commission 
into the application by Niall 
MacLeod to create a new 
croft at Ballimore Farm 
Estate.
The Hearing will take place 
in the Kilchrenan Village 
Hall on 28 April 2010 at 2.00   
pm and anyone interested 
may attend. A statement of 
the facts and relevant issues 
may be obtained by writing 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 

quoting the reference number 
5.01.18356.

RECEPTIONIST/BERTHING 
& OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

CRAOBH MARINA
A vacancy has arisen for a dynamic 
and dedicated person to work in 

you may be who we are looking for!  The successful 
applicant would be required to work in reception 
and our busy chandlery.

attitude, apply in writing to:

Jim Berry, Marina Manager, Craobh Marina, 
Craobh Haven, By Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8UD

Staff Vacancies
Inspire Children’s Services are 

currently recruiting for various posts.
SVQ and HNC qualifi cations are preferable.

Child care experience and driving licence are essential.  
Competitive package available.

Closing Date for applications Tuesday 4th May 2010 

To request a application form or for more information call: 
01397 722317 PUBLIC NOTICES

Veterinary 
Receptionist

Approx 20 hours per week
Good communication & computer skills 

required
Apply in writing with CV to:-

Donald Armour
Westwards Veterinary Practice

89/91 Longrow, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6EX

HANDYMAN
3/4 days per wk. 

Appin area, general 
gardening duties incl. 
woodcutting, painting, 

& building repairs.
May suit retired 

builder, able to operate 
dumper & minidigger 

an advantage. 
Tel: 07788 913-509



WE have hopefully turned our back 
on the worst winter for 30 years, 
with daffodils and lambs, the first 
sure signs of spring, all around. 
Nonetheless, summer and the 
promise of a holiday can seem a long 
way off. But you don’t need to wait 
until July or August to get some well-
earned rest and relaxation. A short 
break at this time of year will put that 
spring back in your step and give you 

something to look forward to. 
Spend some quality time with your 

partner on a romantic getaway or 
catch up with friends on a shopping 
or city break, and you will feel like a 
new person. 

Even if you are short of time, a 
weekend escape close to home can 
be just as relaxing and enjoyable, 
simply by treating yourself to a little 
luxury, a change of scene and some 

time to yourself. 
Argyll offers some excellent hotels 

and fine food, as well as the stunning 
walks, activities and places of interest 
right on our doorstep – when we 
can find the time and opportunity to 
explore them.

So go on, take the plunge and let us 
guide you to a getaway that will help 
you unwind and keep you going to the 
summer.

The Bridgend Hotel is situated in the centre of the island, the 
ideal base for exploring this rich and passionate isle.

The hotel consists of 11 en-suite bedrooms with Sky Digital, 
Telephone, Coffee/Tea facilities in all bedrooms. Free Wireless 
internet access available in public areas. Private Parking, 
Laundry Service, Packed Lunches available, Garden and our 
new Vegetable Garden.

Single room BB £70.00 Standard Double room BB £120.00
Superior Double room BB £140.00 Family Suite BB £160.00

www.bridgend-hotel.com
info@bridgend-hotel.com for all enquiries

The Bridgend Hotel
T H E  H E A R T  O F  I S L A Y

Kingairloch is a family owned Highland Estate located on the 
Morvern Peninsula on the West Coast of Scotland.
Choose to stay in one of our unique self catering holiday cottages or 
luxury bed and breakfast. Dine in The Boathouse Restaurant with 
wonderful local produce, we also have six free visitor moorings.
We offer a range of activities such as red deer stalking, lochan 

photography excursions and boat trips.
Full details on our website www.kingairloch.co.uk
Ardgour • Fort William • Scotland • 01967 411 242

R E L A X AT I O N  •  P E A C E  •  T R A N Q U I L I T Y

K I N G A I R L O C H
H I G H L A N D  E S T AT E

Duck’s, 30 minutes from Edinburgh, is set in beautiful countryside, 
with sandy beaches, historic buildings and a number of popular 
visitor attractions. 22 golf courses within 15 minute drive.

STAY 3 NIGHTS FOR THE PRICE OF TWO
We are close to the Aberlady Bay bird sanctuary, East Fortune 
air museum housing Concorde, the Glenkinchie whisky distillery, 
Scottish Seabird Centre and boat trips from North Berwick.

Main Street, Aberlady, East Lothian EH32 0RE
Tel: 01875 870682 Fax: 01875 870504 

Email: kilspindie@ducks.co.uk www.ducks.co.uk

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

10cm x 3 columns
OPTION 2

7cm x 3 columns
OPTION 3

3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £205
All adverts include 

free web listing 
until sold

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

ADVERTISE YOUR 
PROPERTY

FOR
THREE WEEKS

IN OUR NEW PROPERTY 
PAGE STARTING FROM

ONLY £205.

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £265

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

14cm x 3 columns
OPTION 1

3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £325

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT
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LISMORE  COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Energy Project Offi cer 
(Lismore Energy Project)

Location: Lismore; Salary: ca £22,000
35 hours a week; job shares considered

Contract: until March 2011
Closing date: 26th April

Job pack available from Mandie Currie (01631 
760236; mandielismore@btinternet.com) or 

downloaded from www.isleofl ismore.com.

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
 have the following vacancies

HGV Driver 
for Tipper/Concrete Lorry

360° Plant Operator 

Mechanic
for busy workshop

(experience in heavy plant would be an advantage)

Please apply in writing stating previous experience

FAO Donald MacDonald
D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd

Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

RECRUITMENT
TO LET
39-41 MAIN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
£7,000 PER ANNUM

Immediate vacant possession
Excellent central trading position.
Sales Area: 72m2
Store 1:  23m2
Store 2:  34.5m

Contact Argyll 4 Sale 
10 Argyll St, Lochgilphead, PA31 8LZ  
Tel 01546 603118 | 07793 810749 | 07799 504790

COMMERCIAL

WANTED
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ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the region of 
£94,000

1E Longsdale Terrace, Oban 

area close to Oban town centre.
•  Hall, Lounge, 

2 Double Bedrooms
 • Bathroom, Kitchen, Veranda
 • Communal Rear Garden, 

Countryside views from rear

 • Fully Double Glazed, 
Electric Heating

 • Excellent opportunity 

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the region of £86,500

Ground Floor Flat, Balmoral Villa, 
Ardconnel Terrace, Oban
An impressive stone built semi-detached property which has been 
converted into apartments.  Boasts superb southerly outlooks.

•  Fully double glazed, Gas central heating
•  Lounge, Kitchen, Bathroom, Double Bedroom
•  Box Room, Excellent storage space
•  Front garden, Large rear garden, Garden Shed

Closing Date - 
Wednesday 21st April 2010 

at 12 noon

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 

Residential Development Site
Glenhouses, Dervaig, Isle of Mull, Argyll
An excellent opportunity to acquire a residential 
development opportunity located close to the 
popular village of Dervaig on the Isle of Mull.
Detailed Planning Consent for 14 residential properties 
(detached, semi-detached & terraced)
Currently site comprises of 9 ‘A Frame’ Chalets
Offers Invited

bellingram.co.uk

2 The Glebe, Kilmelford, Argyll
Well presented modern 
detached house in a popular and 
picturesque village location in 

walk-in condition. 

Vestibule, hall, lounge, kitchen, 
3 bedrooms and bathroom.
Double glazing.  Night storage 

maintained, spacious garden 
ground.  Shed.

Offers in the region of £170,000

bellingram.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Offers Over £240,000

Dalriada Cottage, Bridge of Awe, By Taynuilt  
Rural Detached Bungalow set in large 
garden grounds with separate workshop 
making an ideal family home.
• Detached Bungalow
• Rural Location
• Lounge
• Kitchen/Diner
• 3 Bedrooms
• Bathroom

• Ducted Air Central Heating
• Double Glazing
• Garden 
• Large Workshop
• Potential Building Plot 

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Price Guide £110,000

16 Kenmore Cottages, Bonawe  
Attractive semi-detached dwellinghouse in 
excellent order throughout with partial views 
of Loch Etive and Ben Cruachan.
• Semi-Detached Dwellinghouse
• Village Location 
• Lounge
• Kitchen
• 2 Bedrooms
• Bathroom

• Multi-Fuel Heating
• Double Glazing
• Garden 
• Garden Shed
• Greenhouse

MacPhee
& Partners

Airds House, An Aird, Fort 
William, PH33 6BL
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01397 702200 
Fax: 01397 701777 
property@macphee.co.uk

Offers Over 
£495,000

• Spectacular Views 
• In Immaculate Order 

• Dining Room
• Kitchen
• Utility/Drying Room

• 4 En-suite Bedrooms
• Study/5th Bedroom
• Bathroom
• Double Glazing

• Integral Garage

Burnside, Bunree, Onich, by Fort William
Enjoying an idyllic lochside position with spectacular views over Loch Linnhe, 
Burnside is a contemporary and exceptionally well presented detached villa. 

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

For more information please telephone 01397 702433
Offers over £105,000

3 Treig Road, Inverlochy, Fort William

residential property in pleasant surroundings close 
to local amenities.

33 High Street  Fort William  PH33 6DJ

Offices also at: Inverness  Perth  Eastern England  London

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

savills.co.uk

Carraig Thura, Lochawe Argyll
Scots baronial style country house with wonderful views over Loch
Awe. 4 reception rooms, 8 bedrooms/2 dressing rooms. Self contained 
apartment. 1960s wing in need of upgrade with further 9 bedrooms.

Offers Over £695,000  contact: Andrew Perratt  0141 222 5875

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Over £125,000

6 Barn Park, Inveraray 
A well presented terraced property, ideal for a 
family, located at the top of the town with an 
open outlook towards the Bell Tower.
• Three Bedrooms (Master 
en-suite)
• Garden and off road parking
• Sitting Room
• Nicely decorated throughout
• Fitted Dining Kitchen

• Oil Central Heating
• Bathroom
• Lovely family home
• Double Glazed
• Home Report

West Coast property service

and two drying moorings.
www.obanhomes.co.uk 

Cottage by the Beach
A two bedroom bothy in a 
stunning, idyllic and isolated rural 
location, 12 miles from Oban.

West Coast property service

Cluan, Benderloch
close to Tralee Bay in the village 

Offers Over £240,000

• 3 Bedrooms master en-suite
• Family Bathroom

• Kitchen, Dining room, Study
• Small toilet/laundry room
• Oil heating

and large Patio with BBQ

Adavale
Near Scarinish, Isle of Tiree

West Coast property service

Offers over £180,000
www.adavalehouse.co.uk

A traditional 3-bedroom spotty house 

• 2 reception rooms
• Electric central heating 
and double glazing

• 2 double bedrooms, 
1 single bedroom

• Kitchen, utility, hall, 
bathroom

• Parking space

Crinan, Argyll
Flat overlooking the Loch Crinan and 

Canal Basin.  Living Room, dining kitchen, 

Rent pcm £550.  For all enquiries please call 
British Waterays Property Department on 

0141 332 6936.

HOUSE MATE 
WANTED

Double room to rent 
in nice 2 bedroom 

house in Oban
Good central location.  
£250 + bills available 

from June 1st
Contact

07841705436

TO LET
One Bedroom 

Flat
Central Oban
Fully Furnished

No D.S.S. or pets
£475 pcm + Bills

Tel: 07779105670
Cottage to let on 
Isle of Gometra, 
near Isle of Mull.

£50 a week, 
no mains electricity 

or road access.

Please email 
gometrafarm@mac.com 

for details.

To Let 
ACHARACLE
Large family 

home.
Close to school. 

6 bedrooms.
Tel 07811 345 616
See
com/ardnishacharacle/index.

asp?pageid=220015

FLAT TO LET
Close to: Tesco’s

Library
Ferries

Oban Town Centre
Pleasant Residential Area

£450 pcm
Tel: 07881840167 or 

01631 564274

TO RENT
Two bedroom 
Fully Furnished 

Flat
Oban Town Centre
£550 pcm + Bills
No D.S.S. or Pets

Tel: 07880898429

TO LET
Stevenson Kennedy have a fully equipped 

one bedroom plus box room, sitting room, 
shower room and kitchen for let at 21 

Elleenabeich, by Oban. 
Rent £400 pcm. 

For viewing and further details 
telphone 01631 562317

TO LET
3 Bedroom Flat
Fully Furnished
Central Oban
£475 pcm + Bills

No D.S.S.

Tel: 07840832969

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

RESIDENTIAL

TO LET

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers around £75,000

6 Bellmhor Court, Beith Place, Campbeltown

• Open plan lounge/dining 
area/kitchen

• Two double bedrooms
• Bathroom

• Private parking 
• Well maintained 

common garden

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

Visit our web site at www.cdmactaggart.co.uk

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

TWO BEDROOM HOUSE TO LET, 
CAMPBELTOWN.

Recently renovated two bedroom house available furnished 
or unfurnished, with new kitchen, gas central heating, double 
glazing, garden, shed.  Quiet residential area, convenient for 
town centre, with exceptional views over the town and loch.

£375 per month.

Sorry, no pets, no smokers, no DSS.  References required.
Telephone 01583 441181 evenings, or mobile 07867 928989.



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
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•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

BUILDING
CONTRACTOR
All types of building 
work undertaken:

• extensions,
• refurbishment, 
• new house, 
• roof repairing etc.

* High standards,
* pt Low prices,
* References available.

CONTACT US: 
07902036620

•BUILDING CONTRACTOR

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
Covering Argyll 
and the Islands

We provide a specialist service in the design, 
installation, commissioning and servicing of both 

large and small fire and security projects.
• Fire safety risk assessments
 (Institute of fire engineers)
• Fire detection systems to BS 5389
• Emergency lighting systems to BS 5266
• Periodic inspection and testing to BS 7671

•  Intruder alarms
•  Safety signage 
•  Service and maintenance
•  Service and supply of fire 
 extinguishers

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner
Telephone:

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

•BUILDING SERVICES

LEDAIG BUILDING SERVICES
All types of building work

All digger work

Brian 01631 710851
07730654693

Alan 01631 710334
07796390411

• UPVC Double Glazing
• Conservatories
• Extensions
• Renovations
• Drainage

• Brickwork
• Plastering
• Guttering
• New Water Supplies
• Landscaping

Telephone

NO
VAT

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.40 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements 
of less than £50 (excluding 

death notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

• ASBESTOS REMOVAL

Dismantle, Removal and Licensed 
Disposal of Asbestos, Cement 

Industrial Units, Farm Buildings and 
Private Properties
Call for free survey 
through out Argyll

Contact

email:

•PLUMBING & HEATING

Installation

Phone Iain 
MacKechnie

01631 563472/562991
Mobile 07767631511

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
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damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
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pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
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fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
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raised with the original invoice.
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•PAINTER & DECORATOR

‘‘Christ….without blemish 
and without spot.’’ 

of comfort; to the depressed 

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

•ROOFING SPECIALIST

John and Edna Payne
Would like to thank 
everyone involved in 

assisting John after his 
accident, especially all 

medical staff  at Th e Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Th e 
Royal Alexandra Hospital, 

Ambulance Crews and 
Th e Integrated Care 

Team. We would like to 
say thank you to all family, 
friends and well-wishers 
for the wonderful support 

we have had since the 
accident.

THANKS
Kenny and Jessie Smith 
would like to thank all 
friends and neighbours 
for the beautiful gifts 

and cards, which 
they received for their 
Golden Wedding. 

We would also like to 
thank our family for the 
wonderful holiday we 

spent together.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

AFRICAN FIGURE 
HEAD from Central Africa, 
excellent condition,  £35 

R A I L W A Y 
MEMORABILIA Jacket 
and waistcoat unused still 
with makers tags attached, it 
has railway insignia on both 
lapels and jacket buttons,  

TWO FRAMED PRINTS 
Both pleasant old farmland 

David Smith nice frames. 

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY RING doughnut 
style, good condition approx 
£30(new), £5  Telephone 

BEANSTALK BABY 
SWING-BLUE Can be 

BLUE CAR STYLE SIT 
IN BABY walker, rocking 
mode then to walking mode. 
Good condition but well 
used, approx £50(new),  £10 

BRITAX PRAM/CAR SEAT 
ETC The Italian Collection 
blue + lime green check 
pram c/w car seat, cosy toes, 
rain cover.  Suitable from 
birth immaculate condition,  

FISHER PRICE 
AQUARIUM BATH Can 
be seen Argos Cat page 

Please note that 1 of the toys 
is missing,  £10 Telephone 

GRACO CAR SEAT 
rear facing blue. In good 

GRACO JUNIOR CAR 
SEAT rear facing black/red.  
In good condition,  £30 

M A C L A R E N 
PUSHCHAIR cosy toes 
and rain cover, in good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 

MAMAS & PAPAS 
BOUNCING CHAIR 
Barnaby Buttons Capria 
bouncing chair, can be 
seen in Argos Cat page 

Music, vibrations etc,  £15 

MAXI COSI CAR SEAT 

Very good condition,   £45 

MOSES BASKET with 
white fabric also white 

sheets, immaculate condition 
only used a few times,  £30 

MOTHERCARE MY4 
TRAVEL SYSTEM (Wave) 
pram, pushchair and car 
seat all in one, excellent 
condition all accessories, 
rain cover etc, £400 new,  

PHILLIPS AVENT STEAM  
steriliser, can be seen in 

used but great condition,  

RAINFOREST PEEK-A-
BOO LEAVES musical cot 
mobile, barely used, cane 

TERRY NAPPIES 

cotton nappies and 
waterproof covers, liners, 
pins, nappy bucket & soak. 

V-TECH BABY 1ST 
STEPS WALKER great 
condition, can be seen 

 BICYCLES
GIRLS PURPLE 

wheels Foxy Racer. Suit 

on size etc. GC but 
scratching to wheel rims 
and saddle from a fall,  

YOUTHS JUMP BIKE 
Youths jump bike, suitable 

condition ,  £45 Telephone 

 BUILDING / DIY
SLATES quantity of slates 
plus building materials,  

WEST HIGHLAND 
SLATES approximately 
750 West Highland slates, 
good size,  £350 o.n.o. 

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ROOF BOX Renault roof 

makes, good condition,  £45 

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

AWNING light weight 
porch, complete with new 
set of canes. Buyer collects,  

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

JACKET weatherproof, 
offshore jacket, large, brand 

JACKET Nike, red jacket, 
fully lined, large, brand 

LEATHER COAT gents 
three quarter, Milan black 
leather, never worn, size 

ONE PIECE SUIT  weather 
proof, quilted, large, almost 

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

LITTLE BRITAIN THE 
GAME DVD game

PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN Dead Man’s 
Chest Nintendo DS game, 

X BOX AND GAMES 
XBox console classic & 
controller plus games.  TD 
overdrive, Simpsons Hit 
and Run, CT Special Forces 
FFE, Project Gotham 
Racing  ,  £15 Telephone 

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

4CUFT CHEST FREEZER 
good working order. Tarbert 

704075.
DISHWASHER nearly new, 
white Indesit dishwasher, 
excellent condition.  
Genuine reason for sale.  
Buyer collects from 
Ardrishaig.  Looking for 
quick sale hence £40 ono   

FRIDGE Hotpoint Ice 
Diamond, small freezer 
compartment inside.  Fits 
under worktop, good 

FRIDGE FREEZER white, 
Indesit, excellent condition, 
genuine reason for sale.  
Buyer collects from 
Ardrishaig. Looking for 
quick sale hence £45 ono. 

INDESIT FRIDGE 
FREEZER white, excellent 
condition.  Genuine reason 
for sale, buyer collects from 
Ardrishaig. looking for 
quick sale hence £45ono. 

INDESIT SLIMLINE 
DISHWASHER nearly 
new white, excellent 
condition.  Genuine reason 
for sale, buyer collects from 
Ardrishaig.  Looking for 
quick sale hence £40ono. 

SLIMLINE FREEZER 
Hotpoint Iced Diamond, 

SLOW COOKER Morphy 

TUMBLE DRYER 
candy with reverse action 
condenser, immaculate 
condition only used a few 

 DOMESTIC PETS
LABRADOR PUPS FOR 
SALE Yellow, Fox Red 
and Black, very well bred, 
excellent hip scores and 
clear eyes, excellent work 

 FURNITURE
3FT ELECTRIC BED 
purchased from Mathesons 
of Oban.  Nearly new, 
excellent condition due to     
very little use, purchased for 
£1000 will sell for £700ono.  

COUCH Two seater couch, 

DOUBLE BED Double 
Bed, Base and Mattress. 

ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE 
SINGLE BED with memory 
faom mattress, in good 
condition,  £150 Telephone 

SINGLE DIVAN With pull 

SUITE Ercol Cottage 

rust, ex condition, ex 
Mathesons with a set of 

new replacement cushions,  

THREE PIECE SUITE 
olive green leather, 

THREE PIECE SUITE 
Green leather, good 
condition. New suite 

offers invited.  Buyer 

 GARDEN
E L E C T R I C 
LAWNMOWER (4 Work 
make) with collection box. 
Hardly used, vgc,  £45 

ELECTRIC STRIMMER 
(4 Work make) hardly used, 

FLYMO TURBO 
COMPACT 330 Electric 
hover grass collecting 
lawnmower, walk behind, 
mains power, excellent 

LAWN MOWER Lawn 
mower. Oleo-Mac Max53 
5.5hp Briggs & Stratton, 

aluminium body and grass 
box. Excellent working 
condition, Kilchrenan by 
Taynuilt,  £175 Telephone 

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
CARL LEWIS ROWING 
MACHINE good condition,  

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

STORAGE HEATER 

STORAGE HEATER 

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

colour TV, remote control, 
scart connection, good 

colour TV, remote control, 

DVD PLAYER bush, 
silver, good condition,  £15 

DVD PLAYER Alba, 
silver, good condition,  £15 

PORTABLE TV AND 
DVD Pro-line combo, silver 
with remote control and 
wall mount (Oban),  £40 

stand, perfect working 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

CARPET Forgetmenot blue 
with slight sparkle good 

LARGE MARTINI GLASS 
VASE 50cm Tall.  Clear 
glass Martini vase, used 
once, as new.  Ideal for 
decorative purposes, Oban   

PERSIAN RUG new rug, 

SHELVING UNIT 
Mahogany colour 5 shelves 

VENICIAN BLIND Ikea, 
lindmon, dark brown, 

WOOD EFFECT VINYL 

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

WEIGHT CASES never 

 LIVESTOCK

Collie Bitch BWT, Bare 
skinned easily handled. 

BWT well started, keen. 

PULLETS brown black or 
pure, ducks, geese, feeders, 
drinkers, hen, duck and dog 
sheds,  Can be delivered.  

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
obantimes.co.uk/calendar 

 PET ACCESSORIES

rabbit/guinea pig hutch, 
3 months old.  From Pets 

 POWER TOOLS
SMALL POWER TOOLS 
a selection of good quality 
small power tools, in 
excellent condition all items 
less than £45.   Telephone 

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach on all 
your correspondence.  500 

Krisp Print,  Telephone 

WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, printed 
with your address.  Sets 
from £30.  Contact Krisp 

 TOYS AND GAMES
3FT DORA THE 
EXPLORER interactive 
talking Dora 3ft doll.  Up 

Spanish.  Great gift for any 

DISNEY PRINCESS 
VANITY TABLE + chair 
c/w Sleeping Beauty styling 
head and lights.  Suitable 

POKEMON CARDS no of 

style, 33 are old in style, 
a mix of energy, trainer 
and playing cards,  £4.50 

-dog tags and wrestler cards 
immaculate condition,  

 WANTED
FISHING TACKLE 
WANTED old and antique 

catalogues, boxes and 
accessories etc. Telephone 

SCRAP METAL all types of 
scrap metal, we uplift cars, 
call Mr Cook, West Coast 
Scrap Metals. Telephone 

FINBAR

PERSONALS

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful dogs 
and bitches suitable for 
adoption. These dogs 

are fully vaccinated and 
spayed/neutered. If you 
feel you could offer one 

of these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation is 
required.  Look forward 

to hearing from you.



At the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh on March 11, 2010, 
Neil MacDougall Bsc (Hons) youngest son of Freena, 

Iochdar, Bunessan, Mull and the late Callum, was 
presented with his chartered surveyor’s diploma and 
became a member of the Institute of Royal Chartered 
Surveyors.  He is currently employed by Graham and 

Sibbald, Glasgow.

GRADUATIONS
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BIRTHS
FUDGE - Barry and Kelly 
(née Hewitt) have become 
mum and dad to their beau-
tiful daughter, Emily Rose, 
on Sunday April 4, 2010, in 
Loughborough.
MACCALLUM – Neil and 
Angela (née Macaulay) are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of Finlay Robert 
Niall on March 17, 2010, 
a brother for Iain Aulay 
and Innes Tormod.  Many 
thanks for the care given by 
Bunessan Surgery and Ma-
ternity staff at Western Isles 
Hospital.
JOHNSTON - Andy and 
Jennifer (née Campbell) are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their daughter 
Megan Linda on  March 30, 
2010 at Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow. A beau-
tiful little sister for proud 
big brothers Logie and 
Archie. Granddaughter for 
Angus and Alison, Isle of 
Iona and Neil and Shelagh, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull.
WALKER – Archie and 
Anne (née MacFadyen) 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Mairi, on April 3, 2010 at 

beautiful wee sister for big 
brother Allan.

WEDDINGS

MEGAN – 
MACKENZIE
At St Conan’s, Lochawe 
by Angus Campbell, Bri-
an, son of Ann and Ed-
ward, Bellshill to Kirsty, 
eldest daughter of Ken 
and Alison, Oban. 
A wonderful day was 
had by all.

DEATHS
BENNETT - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospi-
tal, Oban on April 7, 2010, 
aged 51 years, Angela, be-
loved daughter of Hugh 
and Chrissie and dear sister 
of Heather.
DINGWALL – Peacefully 
on April 7, 2010, after a 
long illness, Catherine aged 
65years of Hornby, former-
ly of Connel, loving partner 
of Geoffrey, loving mum, 
gran and dear sister. Fu-
neral Service to be held at 
St Mary’s Church, Hornby 
on Monday April 19, at 12 
noon followed by cremation 
at Darlington at 1.15pm. 

donations if desired for 
Friends of the Friarage Hos-
pital, North Allerton.
HILL – Peacefully at 
Thorneycroft, Stranraer on 
Monday, April 12, 2010, 
Hilary Hill (née Hamilton ) 
late of Kilmelford, beloved 
wife of the late Alan, great-
ly loved mother of Peter 
and the late Robert, adored 
granny of Alan, Jamie and 
Eilidh.  Funeral Service 
Private.  Donations if de-
sired to your local branch 
of Riding for the Disabled.
MACDONALD - At the 
North Argyll House, Oban 
on April 12, 2010, in 
her 95th year, Mary, for-
merly of 1 Glenadd Cot-
tages, Kilmichael Glas-
sary, beloved daughter of 
the late Hugh and Sarah 
MacDonald and a much 
loved aunt.  A funeral will 
take place from Kilmichael 
Glassary Church, Kilm-
ichael on Friday, April 16 
at 1.00 pm.  Thereafter to 
Achnabreac Cemetery.
MACKINNON – Peace-
fully at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on April 12, 
2010, Sandra MacAffer, 
in her 64th year, Drum-
buie, Carradale, formerly 
of Auchnasavil Farm, 
Carradale, dearly beloved 
wife of Alex MacKinnon, 
loving mother of Catriona, 
Christine, Mairi and Sandy 
and a dearly loved granny.  
Service in Saddell and 
Carradale Parish Church 
on Saturday, April 17 at 
1.00pm, funeral thereaf-
ter to Brackley Cemetery.  
Friends please accept this 
intimation and invitation.  

A retiral collection will be 
held in aid of the Macmil-
lan Nurses, Kintyre Local-
ity and Cancer Palliative 
Care Services, Campbel-
town.
McCLYMONT – Cather-
ine neé MacTaggart. Sud-
denly at home on Monday 
April 12, 2010, Catherine, 
formerly of Oban, dear-
ly loved wife of the late 
George and much loved 
mum of Sheila. Funeral 
Service on Friday 16 April 
at Linn Crematorium, 
Lainshaw Drive arriving at 
10.15am.
MORRISON - In ever lov-
ing memory of our dear 
brother, Donald Morrison 
, late of Stockinish, Har-
ris, passed away at his Rest 
Home in New Zealand, 
on April 2, 2010, aged 92 
years. Very dear brother 
of Donald J, Kyle, Joan, 
Melvich and Mary K, Fort 
William. So dearly loved 
and sorely missed.

TURNER - Peacefully and 
surrounded by love, Anne 
MacKinnon, (née Russell), 
at the Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home, Benderloch, on 
April 7, 2010.  Formerly of 
Chalmers Court, Inveraray.  
Beloved wife of the late 
Howie Turner, Tobermory.  
Adored and cherished Mum 
of Maureen and the late 
John Turner, dear mother 
in law of John Vallis, and 
Gran of John and Morven, 
Scott and Steven.  
Funeral Service was held in 
Tobermory Parish Church 
on Wednesday, April 14, 
2010, followed by inter-
ment at Tobermory Cem-
etery.  
Sadly missed. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - The fam-
ily of the late Ian (Beag) 
Cameron, would like to 
thank everyone for their 

and donations to M.N.D. 
Special thanks to Ewen 
MacLennan of John 
MacLellan & Co, Pat 
Walker for a beautiful fu-
neral service and to all who 
attended the church and 
graveside.
MACKINNON - Donald 
would like to thank most 
sincerely all family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
support and kind expres-
sions of sympathy received 
at this sad time. A special 
thank you to Dr Holliday, 
Dr Todd and their dedi-
cated nursing team, to the 
Tiree carers, ambulance 
and airport crew, many 
thanks. Thank you to Rev. 
Peter Williams and Lachlan 
MacKinnon for their com-
forting service at Heylipol 
Church and to Elizabeth 
Brodie, organist. Grateful 
thanks to the Co-op for fu-
neral arrangements and to 
the Tiree Lodge Hotel for 
providing refreshments. 
Finally, thank you to all 
who came and paid their 
respects at the Church and 
graveside and gave so gen-
erously to the Tiree Surgery 
Fund.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL – In lov-
ing memory of John (Ian) 
Campbell.
You pass on but
The memories linger.
- Tess, Mags and Cat.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of Linda, a much 
loved wife and wonderful 
mum, who died April 14, 
2007.
In our thoughts everyday
- William and William
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of our sister, Lin-
da, who passed away April 
14, 2007.
Always in our thoughts.
- Carolyn, Alastair and Rab
CURRIE – In loving mem-
ory of Caroline died April 
17, 1992, aged 20.
Quietly today your memory 
we treasure
Missing you always, for-
getting you never
No need for words except 
to say
We love and miss you more 
each day.
- Mum, Dad and all the 
family, Mallaig.
JOHNSTONE – In loving 
memory of Jimmy, dearly 
loved dad and papa passed 
away April 13, 2009.
Lovingly remembered
- Scott, Linda and Rachel
- Gregor, Marion, Scott and 
James.
MACDIARMID – In lov-
ing memory of a devoted 
wife, mother and granny 
Dorothy, who passed away 
suddenly on April 17, 
2009.
Forever in our thoughts
- Inserted by family in In-
vergordon and Edinburgh.
MACGREGOR – Treas-
ured memories of a dear 
dad and grandpa, Alastair, 
who died on April 13, 1994 
also our dear mum and 
granny Jean who died on 
June 23, 2001.
May the winds of love blow 
softly
And whisper so you’ll hear
We always love and miss 
you
And wish that you were 
here.
- Alastair, Donnie, John, 
Lorna and families.
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and granny, Agnes, who 
died April 19, 2009.
Deep in our hearts your 
memory is kept
To love and to cherish
And never forget.
- Anne, Isabel, Campbell, 
Kirsty, Campbell and Ka-
tie.
MACKENZIE – Cher-
ished memories of our 
lovely mum, gran and great 
gran, Betty, died April 15, 
2002.
Love and miss you always.
- Alex, Donald, Betty, Gina 
and all the family at home 
and away. xxxx
MACLEOD – In loving 
memory of our dear parents, 
our dad, Donald (Donnie) 
MacLeod, who died April 
12, 2009 and our mum, 
Mary Kate, gone before on 
November 18, 2001.
Always in our thoughts.
- Catherine and Hector, Ab-
erfeldy and Mairi, Oban.

MACNEILL – Treasured 
memories of my partner, 
Sammy, who died April 12, 
2004.
Dearly loved.
- Betty.xxx
MORRISON -Cherished 
memories of our darling 
daughter, Christine, who 
died on April 8, 2003
Loved and missed every-
day.
- Mum and Dad.
MARTIN - Treasured 
memories of our dear son, 
Neil, died April 10, 1996.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mum, Dad and family, 
Garelochead.
MITCHELL - Precious 
memories of Archie, a 
much loved husband, dad, 
father in law and papa.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
Simply the best.
- Moira and family.
MITCHELL - A smile can 
hide the tears
A laugh can hide the pain
But nothing stops the long-
ing
To have you back again
I miss you dad and always 
will.
- Sheena, John, Chloe, Ar-
chie and Brodie.
MITCHELL - Special 
memories of a dear dad and 
papa who passed away on 
April 19, 2006.
Every day was a blessing in 
our lives dad
When you were here, every 
moment is cherished in my 
thoughts
You are loved, you are 
missed and you are remem-
bered.
- Moira, Michael, Shannon 
and Aaron.
MORRISON - Cherished 
memories of our darling 
daughter, Christine, who 
died on April 8, 2003.
Loved and missed every-
day.
- Mum and Dad.
MORRISON - Remem-
bering Christine, a dear sis-
ter, sister in law and aunty, 
taken from us on April 8, 
2003.
Always in our thoughts.
Duncan, Mary and family.
SCOBIE - Treasured mem-
ories of Roy, a much loved 
husband, father, father-in-
law and grandfather, who 
died April 16, 1997.
- From Morag and the 
family, Kinlochleven and 
away.
STEELE – Precious mem-
ories of our sister, Morven,  
who died April 20 1984.
- Love from Morag and 
Alan.
SWAINSON – My dear-
est wife, Rachel, who died 
April 18, 1997.
If love could have saved 
you
You would not have died
If tears could bring you 
back
You’d be here by my side
I will always love and miss 
you.
- Tony.
SWAINSON – Mum.
She was a mother so very 
rare
Content in her home and 
always there
On earth she toiled in heav-
en she rests
God bless you mother
You were the best.
You will always be our 
hero
Thank God you are wind 
beneath our wings
We miss you so much.
- Marie and Jacqueline .
TIMMS - Remember-
ing with love a dear dad 
and grandad, Arthur, who 
passed away April 17, 
1984, also remembering all 
other loved ones.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Love Catherine, Lachie 
and family.
WILLIAMSON – Treas-
ured memories of a much 
loved father, James Stewart 
Williamson (Jimmy) Scrap 
Metal Merchant, Fort Wil-
liam, died April 12, 1997.
Sadly missed
- Linda, Richard, and fam-
ily, Lochy Bridge.

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 18 April 2010

Easter 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Communion ......11.00
St Columba, Bishop’s 

House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...........08.00
Evensong ...................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 18th April 2010
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 18th April 2010
Oban High School Main 

Hall 10:30am
All Welcome

Telephone
07836 342 622

www.lorncf.org.uk

CHURCH NOTICES

AN ARISAIG couple 
celebrate half a century of 
life together on Monday - 50 
years to the day they were 
married on Eriskay.

Alex and Mary-Ann 
Gillies, of Roshven View, 
tied the knot at St Michael’s 
Church on the Hebridean 
island on April 19, 1960 and 
went on to have six children, 
14 grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Their daughter Ann-Marie 
MacRae, from Fort William, 
told The Oban Times it was 

saw Mary-Ann MacLellan 
working in the West End 
Hotel in Mallaig.

‘My dad spotted her in a 
wee red coat and said straight 
away he would marry her 
and here they are 50 years 
later still very happy,’ she 
said.

The devoted couple enjoyed 
a happy golden wedding 
celebration with family 
and friends in the West 
End Hotel, Fort William on 
Easter Sunday. 

Easter adventures in Barcaldine

Louis Reeves, who won the Easter bonnet 
competition, along with sister Jessica and little 
cousin Lucy Hughes. 07_t15bon01

EGG HUNTERS of all ages were out in force at 
Sutherland’s Grove on Sunday for the annual Easter 
fun and games. 

As well as a duck race and sideshows, the Easter 
Bunny had been invited by organisers the Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Barcaldine Community 
Association, to help distribute chocolaty treats. 

Warm spring sunshine came out just in time for the 
Easter bonnet parade and judging. The winner was 
Louis Reeves with his tall tree hat. 

Children also enjoyed snooping around the grounds 
of Barcaldine Castle in the sunshine at an Easter Egg 
Hunt.

As a new departure, the castle will be serving 
afternoon tea every day from Easter to October.

Jack and Molly enjoyed snooping around the grounds of Barcaldine 
Castle in the sunshine at an Easter Egg Hunt. 07_t15egg01

Madonna’s drummer a 
smash hit at Feis Latharna
FEIS Latharna not only attracted more 
children than ever before but one of pop-
star Madonna’s favourite drummers.

Snare drum star Steven Kilbride a 
regular on the A-List celebrity’s latest 

London to share his skills with the young 
men and women of Oban Pipe Band. The 
youngsters were given the opportunity to 
learn to improve their skills on the drums 
that were gifted by Fèis to the school 
band.

And Stevie said not only was he happy to 
come along this year but he would come 
back next year and bring some pupils from 
south Argyll with him.

104 children attended the Fèis held in 
Oban Primary School Campus enjoying 

step dance, drumming, guitar, tin whistle, 
chanter, singing, drama, and arts and 
crafts.

And with children from Oban and Lorn 
being joined by children from Bahrain, 
Cambridge, Tiree, Islay, Dunblane, 
Renfrew and Bishopbriggs it was quite an 
international event.

Feis Latharna treasurer Ewen MacPherson 
said: ‘This was absolutely one of the best 
Feis’ yet. With more children than ever 
taking up the opportunity of learning about 
Gaelic music, singing, dancing and culture 
we feel very positive for carrying on our 
traditions.

saw an audience of 200 people. Thanks go 
to our tutors and volunteers who made the 
event special for everyone involved.’

Children take part in group singing. 16_t16feis1

Final Muckairn meeting
MUCKAIRN Church Guild met in the 

entitled, ‘Called to act justly’.
After the hymn, ‘Jesus Christ is risen 

today, Alleluia’, Stella Huntingford read 
from Luke, chapter four, about Jesus 

A short sketch was then performed by 
three guild members: Evelyn Campbell, 
Eleanor McBain and Jessie Servant.

It gave a thought-provoking slant on 
Fair Trade and ethical buying through the 
chatter of three women.

Another sketch called ‘Don’t interrupt 
me Lord, I’m praying’ was performed by 
Stella Huntingford and Marlene Stanners 
and was also very clever, giving plenty 
food for thought.

The hymn, ‘Praise to the Holiest in the 
height’ was followed by a prayer and a 
business meeting. The afternoon ended 
with tea. A coffee morning will be held in 
the village hall on May 1 for the charity 
Feed the Minds.

Arisaig’s golden couple

Alex and Mary-Ann Gillies of Roshven View, Arisaig, 
who celebrated their Golden Wedding with family in 
the West End Hotel, Fort William.



BASKETBALL is 
not something people 
automatically associate with 
Fort William, - but come 
April 17 it just might be. 

Against all odds, Lochaber 
High School’s senior boys’ 
basketball team take on 
Millburn Academy for the 
Highland Schools title on 
Saturday.

The talented youngsters 
had never played any 
competitive basketball until 
this year, but under coach 
Jamie Currie came through 
the competitive match-ups 
unbeaten.

Their single loss in a pre-
season warm-up match was 
against Millburn - but the 
boys notched up some pretty 
impressive scorelines on the 

to Oban High saw a 75-25 
victory and solid victories 
against Alness Academy 
(60-6) and Portree High 
School (60-7) followed. The 

Highland League
Fort William 3, Buckie 5

By Stephen Norris

FORT WILLIAM FC 
vice chairman Derek 
MacGillivray is urging 
stay away fans to return to 
Claggan Park – and see for 
themselves how much the 
team has progressed since 
last season.

Fort may be propping up 
the Highland League, but 
the days of eight and nine 
goal drubbing at the hands of 
title contenders are a distant 
memory.

Not only is the football 
highly entertaining, the 

too. Calum’s MacLean’s 
men knocked in three on 
Saturday against the title 

LOCHABER Welfare 
League organisers hope to 
start the 2010 league on May 
3 - depending on the number 
of teams registering and the 

All interested parties are 
invited to attend a meeting 
in the upstairs lounge at the 
BA social club, Fort William 
on Sunday April 18 at 
7.00pm.

Successful boxing
show in the Fort
successful show at the Nevis 
Centre last Saturday where a 
sell out crowd of almost 500 
people watched 12 highly 
entertaining bouts involving 

William.

First local on show was 
13-year-old Chris Bradley 
who showed just why he has 
started to earn rave reviews 
from coaches around 
Scotland as he dominated 
his opponent, Dean 
Stanton from Renfrewshire 

winning a wide unanimous 
decision. Bradley’s victory 

him as he also won the 
Lochaber club’s young 

Jevstijejeik who celebrated 
his 16th birthday with a hard 
fought, but thoroughly 
merited, points victory 
over Jordan McTaggart of 
Garnock Valley ABC.

was was Denver Small 
who faced Gary McGuire 
of Bellahouston ABC, 
but towards the end of 
the opening round Small 
sustained an elbow injury 
which prevented him from 
proceeding in the contest and 
handed McGuire the victory.

An even worse injury was to 

super heavyweight Chris 
Donnelly sustained a broken 

jaw in the opening round 
and despite the pleas of the 
incredibly tough 19-year-old 
the bout was stopped on the 
doctors orders. 

Chris was taken to Glasgow 
for treatment and underwent 
an operation on Monday.

Twelve-year-old James 
Aitchison then took on 
George Stewart of Granite 
City in a cracker of a 
contest and it was Aitchison 
who triumphed after three 
pulsating rounds with a 
unanimous decision and also 

trophy.
Gruelling

Ryan Watson faced  Mike 
Atkinson of Renfrewshire 
ABC in a gruelling 
middleweight contest, which 
was not short of skill either. 
Judges had to choose between 
Watson’s forward march or 
Atkinson’s counterpunching 

while backpedalling 
and unfortunately for 
Watson gave the verdict to 
Atkinson.

Local man Aiden Donnelly 
and Ismet Beganovic of 
Inverness ABC then featured 

ring centre from the opening 
bell and traded bombs. 
Donnelly found himself on 
the seat of his pants courtesy 

Aiden Donnelly, right, fi nds a way through Ismet 
Beganivich’s guard.  10_f16box02

Ryan Watson, left, and Renfrewshire’s Mike Atkinson go at it hammer and tongs.   10_f16box05

Danny MacIntosh gets a pep talk from coach Martin 
Glenesk.   10_f16box03

of a Beganovic left hook 
early on but called upon his 
great reserves of stamina to 
drag himself back into the 
action.

By round three Aiden was 
living up to his nickname of 

standing eight count on his 
German opponent. Donnelly 
got the verdict along with 

season. Light welterweight 
Stephen Cameron was top 
of the bill against Arron 
Medder of Granite City ABC 
and was out for revenge after 
losing his undefeated record 
to the Aberdeen man.

Stylists
Both are classy stylists 

but the contest became a 
physical messy clash of 
styles with Cameron edging 
the decision. 

of the season trophy.
Nether Lochaber ABC 

Danny MacIntosh narrowly 
lost out to Darren Ravenhill 
from Inverness, but Sandy 
Hazelton prevailed against 
Lochee ABC’s Mark 
MacIntyre to give coach 
Martin Glenesk and the 
new club a well-deserved 
success.

Lochaber Phoenix’s Chris Donnelly is disconsolate 
after being forced to retire with a broken jaw. 
Referee Stevie Docherty and coach Niall Clark break 
the bad news.    10_f16box07

500 people watched12 entertaining bouts

Jonathan Hewitt, right, bursts through to fi re past 
Main and tie the match at 2-2.   10_f16fort01

favourites and MacGillivray 
reckons absent supporters 
don’t know what they are 
missing.

‘There’s been a marked 
improvement in the side and 
it would be great if more 
local people came along to 
support the team,’ he told 
The Oban Times after the 
match.

‘We should have at least 
100 Fort William fans 
here. It would make a big 
difference if we had a bigger 
crowd because they could be 
our 12th man. 

In a cracker of a game, Sam 

the 13th minutes before Craig 
MacMillan knocked in a 
rebound off keeper Campbell 
to level.

It was déjà vu for Fort 

when they lost a goal deep 
into injury time through a 
Davie MacRae spot kick 
after ref Alan Frew spotted a 

In a previous life losing 
a goal right on the break 
would have heralded a Fort 
collapse – but the Lochaber 
men are made of sterner stuff 
these days.

Back they came, and 
Jonathan Hewitt tied up the 
game at 2-2 when he turned 
his defender and burst 
through to crack a great 14-
yard shot past Main.

Buckie were denied a 
stonewall penalty as Graeme 
Bamber hacked down 
Murray but Sutherland shot 
home on 72 minutes to put 
Buckie back in front.

It was now end to end stuff 
and Buckie struck again 
courtesy of Murray’s classy 

Fort hope once more when 

kick into the top right hand 
corner from 22 yards to 
make it 3-4.

With the last kick of the 
match Buckie’s Charlie 
Brown secured the points 

Chairman urges stay-away fans
to return and see the progress

FOOTBALL

BOXING

Welfare AGM

Lochaber Reign: looking to dispose of Millburn Academy in Saturday’s fi nal.  
10_f16basket01  

BASKETBALL
were won in similar fashion, 
though the Lochaber team 
were stretched in the return 
match against Alness. 

Lochaber booked their 

stunning shot in their last 
game. Aidan Thurmond 
received the ball near his 
own basket and with only 
two seconds left on the clock 
launched a speculative full 
court shot known as a ‘buzzer 
beater’. The ball arced fully 

25 metres through the air 
to drop perfectly through 
the basket - to rapturous 
applause from teammates 
and onlookers. 

For a school basketball 
team the Lochaber boys 

with three starting players 
in the 6’4” to 6’5” range, 
they certainly won’t be 
intimidated out of a victory 
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  P  W    D   L  F    A  Pts

Newtonmore  5  4     1  0           15    2  9
Fort William 5  4     0  1           16    5  8
Inveraray  5  3     0  2           13  13  6
Kyles Athletic  5  2     1  2  9    9  5
Glenurquhart 5  2     1  2            8    11  5
Kingussie 4  2     0  2           13   10  4
Bute  5  2     0     3           10    9    4
Lovat   4  2     0  2  9    9  4
Oban Camanachd 5  1     1  3  6   14  3
GMA  5 0     0  5  4   21  0

Scottish Hydro Premier Division

Marine Harvest North Division One

Caberfeidh           4          2     1 1           10   6 5
Beauly  4 2     1     1 8   7  5
Lochaber  2  2     0  0           14   2  4
Kilmallie  2  2     0  0           11   1  4
Skye   2  1     1  0  6   4  3
Lochcarron  3  1     1  1  3   8  3
Strathglass 3  1     0  2  5   5  2
Kinlochshiel  3  0     0  3  2   8  0
Inverness  3  0     0  3  1  19  0

  P  W    D   L  F   A  Pts

Marine Harvest North Division Two
  P  W    D   L  F   A  Pts

Glengarry 3 3     0     0 7   2 6
Glenurquhart  4  3     0  1  9   6  6
Lovat  4 2     1     1 8   8 5
Newtonmore  3  2     0  1           13  7  4
Fort William  3  2     0  1           10  5  4
Kinlochshiel 4 1     1     2 5  11 3
Kingussie  3  1     0  2  6   5  2
Beauly   3  1     0  2  4   6  2
Kilmallie  3  0     1  2  1   5  1
Skye   4  0     1  3  5  13  1

Marine Harvest North Division Three
  P  W    D   L  F   A  Pts
Aberdeen Uni  3  3     0  0           15   1  6
Caberfeidh 3  2     1  0            6    2  5
Lochaber 2 2     0     0           15   0 4
Lochcarron  2  2     0  0  8   3  4
Boleskine 4 2     0     2 8  13 4
Inverness  4  1     1  2            6  18  3
Ardnamuchan  4  1     0  3          10  10  2
Lochbroom  2  0     0  2  0    5  0
Strathglass  4  0     0  4  2   18  0

Glenorchy  4  4     0  0           14   2  8
Kilmory  3  2     1  0  9   5  5s
Oban Celtic  4  1     2  1  6   7  4
Lochside Rovers  4  1     1     2  6   8    3
Ballachulish 3  0     2  1  3   8  2
Taynuilt   4  0     2  2  6 11  2
Inveraray  2  0     0  2  1   4  0

Marine Harvest South Division One
  P  W    D   L  F   A  Pts

Marine Harvest South Division Two
  P  W    D   L  F   A  Pts
Kyles Athletic  3  2      1  0  11  1  5
Col Glen  5  2      1  2  9    18  5
Strachur  4 1      2    1 4    6 4
GMA   4  1      1  2  9    7  3
Aberdour  2  1      1  0  5    4  3
Tayforth   3  1      0  2  8    8  2
Glenorchy 0  0      0  0  0    0  0
Bute   1  0      0  1  2    4  0

Shinty leagues

Stepi Cameron catches Aaron Medder with a right 
hook. 10_f16box01
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1500

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
J Bannatyne, Longsdale Terrace, Oban and Ian Campbell, Lagajulin, Islay

Fixtures 
Saturday, April 17 2010

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Bute v Kingussie
Colin MacDonald
Fort William v Lovat 
Ron Kennedy
Inveraray v GMA  
Graham Irving
Newtonmore v Kyles    
Ronnie Campbell
Oban Cam v Glenurquhart
Ted McDonald 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1   
Caberfeidh v  Inverness 
John Angus Gillies
Kinlochshiel v Kilmallie   
Deek Cameron
Lochaber v Lochcarron  
Graham Cameron 
Skye v Strathglass  
John MacPhee

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1   
Kilmory  v Inveraray 
Duncan Kerr 
Oban Celtic v Glenorchy     
Robert Baxter Jnr 
Taynuilt v Lochside Rovers 
Charles Young
   
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 
Beauly  v Newtonmore  
Donald MacRae 
Glengarry v Fort William  
Evan MacRae
Glenurquhart v Skye 
Innes Wood
Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel  
Robert Morrison
Kingussie v Lovat
John MacLeod 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour v Strachur  
David Mitchell 
GMA v Tayforth   
Billy Wotherspoon 
Kyles Athletic v Bute 
Billy Nimmo 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3   
Ardnamurchan vLochbroom 
Dougie Cameron
Boleskine v Aberdeen Uni           
Euan Pearson
Lochcarron v Lochaber 
Daniel MacRae
Strathglass v Inverness 
John Sloggie

SHINTY

Results 
Balliemore Cup 
1st Round
Ballachulish 0 Lochcarron 1
Beauly 6 Oban Celtic 1  
Kilmallie 4 Caberfeidh 1  
Kilmory  2 Skye 6 
Kinlochshiel 5 Strathglass 3
Lochaber 4 Inverness 0  

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 1st Round
Aberdour 4 Lochbroom 1  
Caberfeidh 1 Lochside 3  
Col Glen 5 Taynuilt 2  
Fort William  1 Glengarry 0
GMA  3 Bute 0  
Inverness 0 Aberdeen Uni 2
Kingussie 8 Boleskine 3  
Kinlochshiel 2 Kilmallie 1 
Lochcarron 0 Glen/hart12
Lovat 6 Newtonmore 2  
Skye v Tayforth 
Strathglass 1 Lochaber 13 

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Bute 0 Newtonmore 3 
Inveraray 6 Glenurquhart 2 
Kyles 0 Fort William 3  
Lovat 3 GMA 1
Oban Caman 1 Kingussie4  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1   
Glenorchy 3 Taynuilt 1  

SHINTY

OBAN Celtic exited the 
Balliemore Cup after their 

hands of Beauly. 
The long journey north 

seemed to have been 
worthwhile after Kenny 

visitors ahead after 11 
minutes.

Oban Celtic went on to 
take the game to Beauly 
but squandered two good 
scoring chances. Inevitably, 
the retribution came on 22 
minutes when David Neilson 
got the home side back on 
level terms and used this as a 
catalyst to begin to dominate 
the game.

Sean Stewart added 
Beauly’s second on the half-
hour with Jamie Maclennan 
scoring their third, three 
minutes later. Two minutes 
from half-time, Neilson 
netted Beauly’s fourth.

Oban’s cause was not 

Gallagher had to retire in the 
second period with a nasty 
head wound but by then, 
Celtic were three adrift.

Oban Celtic stayed in 
the game and continued to 
battle on but further goals 
from neilson and Mark 
MacLachlan allowed Beauly 
to progress as comfortable 
winners.

This Saturday, Celtic are 
back in league action, at 
home to Glenorchy.

Balliemore Cup 1st Round
Beauly   6    Oban Celtic   1

SHINTY

Celtic go out of 
Balliemore Cup

Balliemore Cup 1st Round
Kilmory 2 Skye 6

SHINTY

Kilmory fi nd Skye   
a hot handful

DESPITE two goals from 
Hal Jone, Kilmory found 
Skye too hot to handle at 
Lochgilphead as the visitors 
hit the Kilmory net six times  
with Dougie Rankin and 
Kenny Campbell scoring 
twice, and the MacDonakld 
brothers Sorley and 
Gilleasbuirg one each.

LOCHABER prevailed against 

Spean Bridge on Saturday to 
claim a place in the next round 
of this season’s Balliemore 
Cup.

Inverness looked lively early 
on and Lochaber keeper Jake 
Keenan had to look sharp 
to deny Fraser MacDonald 
on 11 minutes but gradually 
Lochaber got to grips and Ben 
Delaney then Sean Nicolson 
tested MacMaster in the 
Inverness goal.

Zander Ferguson was 
unlucky to see a 25-yard shot 
whistle just past but Lachlan 
Campbell made no mistake on 
27 minutes when he struck to 
give Lochaber the lead.

Keith Neville missed a great 
chance when clean through 
then set up Ferguson with 

managed to clear.
Campbell almost made it 

two before the break when 
he smacked a shot just past 
before Ferguson and Neville 
both went close to doubling 
Lochaber’s lead.

After the break the homesters 

eventually found their scoring 

for 2-0.
Campbell then converted 

a penalty on 75 minutes to 
make the game safe before 
Sean Nicolson put away 

left after great link up play 
between Campbell and Stuart 
Callison.

This Saturday both sides are 
back in North Division One 
league action with Lochaber 
welcoming Lochcarron to 
Spean Bridge while Inverness 
are on the road again, this 
time making the short trip to 
Strathpeffer and a tie against 
Caberfeidh.

SHINTY
Balliemore Cup 1st Round

Lochaber 4
Inverness 0

Campbell double helps Lochaber into next round of the Balliemore Cup

Lochaber captain Sean Nicolson sweeps the ball past Inverness defender 
Danny Polumbo f16shinty02

Oban Camanachd goalkeeper Gavin Stobbart rushes out to close down Kingussie’s Lee Bain at 
Mossfi eld on Saturday Picture - John MacTavish

SHINTY
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Oban Camanachd 1 Kingussie 4

KINGUSSIE’S ability to 
take their chances in front of 
goal proved the difference 
between the sides as Oban 
Camanachd gave away 

Stadium.
Played in glorious 

conditions and in cup-tie 
fashion, Oban Camanachd 
were ahead after three 
minutes when Ian 
MacMillan’s shot rebounded 
to Scott MacMillan who 
slammed the ball passed 
Kingussie keeper Andrew 
Borthwick.

However, the lead was to 

home defence failed to aclear 

their lines and new signing 
Lee Bain capitalised.

Oban then enjoyed a lot of 

way passed the inspirational 
Borthwick, with the keeper 
producing a series of 
excellent stops to deny the 
home side.

With Ronald Ross playing 
at the heart of the Kingussie 
defence, his side then 
snatched the lead 10 minutes 
off the interval whistle when 
Fraser Munro took advantage 

of a mix-up in the Oban 
defence to nip in and score 
against the run of play.

The second-half proved 
fairly even but the home 
side became increasingly 
frustrated with referee 
Cameron’s inconsistancy 
and as the temperature of 
the tie rose, Oban’s Aiden 
MacIntyre found himself 
facing a red card.

With six minutes remaining, 
Munro netted his second of 
the game - Lee Bain sealing 

the destination of the league 
points with a fourth goal, 
two minutes from time.

Oban Camanachd president 
Nigel Evans said: ‘This 
Saturday, Camanachd need 
to learn a harsh lesson 
to correct the problems 
of sloppy defending and 
missed opportunities ahead 

- this time it is Glenurquhart 

Kingussie head south 
again as they make the long 
journey over the water to 
play a Bute team that will 
be bolstered by the return 
from suspension of defender 
Graham Fisher.

N E W T O N M O R E 
maintained their lead at the 
top of the Scottish Hydro 
Premier league table with 
hard fought 3-0 won away 
at Rothesay.

Despite Glen Mackintosh 
giving the visitors the lead 

half, Bute dominated long 
periods of the tie without 
troubling Michael Ritchie in 
the Newtonmore goal.

neither team produced 
more that a hard, scrappy 
performance, with Bute 
perhaps feeling disappointed 
not to have taken some 
reward for all their effort, 
particularly during a 20 
minute spell in the second 
period.

The introduction after the 
interval of David Cheyne to 
the  Newtonmore forwardline 
proved the difference 
between the teams, with 

to the visitor’s lead after 
72 minutes and forcing a 
great save from Bute keeper 
‘Paddy’ Queen, before 
making the tie safe with a 

minutes.
At Tighnabruaich, second 

placed Fort William were 
ahead after 20 minutes as 
Gary Innes maintained his 
recent scoring form. James 
Clark then ensured the 
visitors would have a two-
goal interval cushion when 
he struck six minutes from 
the break. And the league 
points were put out of Kyles’ 
reach with 15 minutes left 
to play when Victor Smith 
put the ball passed keeper 
Kenny MacDonald

Glenurquhart produced 
a dream start at Inveraray 
when goals from Eddie 
Tembo and Lewis 
MacLennan put them in the 
driving seat but, with the 

to end, Gary MacPherson 
converted a penalty before 
Euan McMurdo equalised. 
Inveraray’s Russell 
MacKnlay helped himself 
to a hat-trick as Inveraray 
repeatedly over-ran their 
opponents, with Grant 
Griffen adding another to 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 
travelled to Kiltarlity in 

points but found themselves 
a goal down to lovat after 16 
minutes. James MacPherson 

home side. However, the 

minutes proved a stuffy 
affair and it took until the 
hour mark for the home 

young MacPherson again 
proving too quick for the 
GMA defence.

Ben Simmister pulled a 
goal back for Mid Argyll 
within another two minutes 
but any thought of a late 
comeback were quashed 
when Greg Matheson netted 
Lovat’s third goal with 15 
minutes left to play.

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division

Lovat 3 GMA 1
Bute 0 Newtonmore 3

Kyles 0 Ft William 3
Inveraray 6 Glen/quhart 2

SHINTY

Bute gain no reward
Fort William score 
three at Tighnabruaich
Inveraray come back from two goals 

down to win by four
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Saints edge closer to league title

SAFL - PREMIER DIVISION
    P   W  D  L    F    A  Pts
Oban Saints  16  12  3   1   46   11  39
Greenock  14   9   4   1   30   15  31
Aikenhead   10   5   3   2   35   15  18
Castlemilk  11   3   4   4   28   28  13
Inverclyde  11   4   1   6   24   25  13
Cambria  13   3   3   7   12   27  12
Kilpatrick    5   3   2   0   13     5  11
Postal Utd  13   2   3   8   22   36    9
St Josephs    4   0   2   2     2     7    2
Glencastle  11   0   1  10    7    50   1

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division

ST JOSEPH’S FP 1
OBAN SAINTS 1

SAINTS travelled to 
Mountblow, Clydebank, 
to take on last season’s 
premier league champions St 
Josephs, but it was the Saints 
from Oban who would be the 
happier team, returning back 
up the road with a share of 
the points in a hard fought 
game that could have gone 
either way.

St Joseph’s took the lead 
in the 12th minute and it 
all stemmed from a poorly 
taken Saints free kick. The 
ball fell to Mark Seagrave 
just outside his own penalty 
area and the wee man took 

off and ran unchallenged for 
most of the length of the park 
before he slipped the ball to 
Chris Scoullar, who turned 
his marker in the box before 
despatching the ball past 
the helpless Saints keeper 
Graham Douglas.

This lead lasted only four 
minutes however, as the 
Saints from Oban pulled 
level with a well taken goal.

Ross Maitland was sent 

over a perfect ball into the St 
Joe’s box for the unmarked 
Myles McAuley who wasted 
no time in slotting it past 
Hugh Timney to make the 
score 1-1.

Saints created two or three 
excellent chances as the 
half wore but these were all 
missed.

Saints started the second 
half well and should have 
increased their lead when 
Willie Gemmell sent over a 
great cross to the back post 
for Craig MacEwan, but he 
failed to hit the target with 

With three minutes 

remaining Allan MacKay 
had another good chance to 
win it for Saints when the 
ball was cut back into his 
path, but the Saints striker 
failed to hit the target and a 
tremendous opportunity was 
missed.

ball come back off the post 
with the keeper stranded.

A few seconds later referee 
Gordon Hay, who had a good 
game, blew for full time with 
the teams having to settle for 
a point apiece.

Saints manager Iain 
Jackson was happy enough 
with the point, but thought 
his team could have had all 
three. He said: ‘We got off to 
a slow start, but once we got 
going we created a few good 
goalscoring opportunities, 
but unfortunately they 
weren’t  taken.

‘I thought we had won 
it right at the death, and 
couldn’t believe it when 
Willie’s free kick hit the post 
- I was sure it was going in.

‘However, in the end 
it could turn out to be a 
valuable away point in the 
race for the league title.’

This Saturday Saints have 
a  break from league duty 
when they take on high 

second round  of the Jimmy 
Marshall Trophy. The game 
will be played at Glencruitten 
with a 2pm kick-off. Referee 
is John Scott.

With one minute remaining 
on the clock the visitors were 
awarded a free kick just 
outside the St Joe’s penalty 
area after Mattie Rippon had 
been upended.

Willie Gemmell stepped up 
and curled a great free kick 
round the St Joe’s wall, but 
he was unlucky to see the 

Myles McAuley

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Easter Football Festival 
kicked off in Oban this week 
with 65 children enjoying 
fun football related activities 
in a safe and enjoyable 
environment.

Elsewhere 20 children in 
Campbeltown and 30 in 
Helensburgh also enjoyed 
the football based activities 

Football festival a big success
during the Easter holidays.

Festivals are also being 
held in Mull, Lochgilphead 
and Rothesay.

Positive
Argyll and Bute Football 

Rae said: ‘The feedback 
from the parents has been 
very positive so far and that’s 

festival I have been involved 
with within the region. 

‘It was great to see 65 
children participating in the 
Oban event and there were 
some talented footballers 
among the group and I hope 
this support will continue 
onto the summer festival 
where there is going to be 
additional courses taking 

place to suit the needs and 
demands of the children.

‘There is going to be mini 
kickers for 3-4 year-olds, 
a goalkeeping centre, a 
development programme 
for 9-14 year-olds and our 
normal 5-9 year-old group 
included in some areas over 
the summer.

‘There are other future 

programmes in the pipeline 
and these will be announced 
soon.’

For further information 
on the summer or anything 
football related please 
contact Martin Rae, Football 

Argyll and Bute Council at 
martin.rae@argyll-bute.gov.
uk

The children and coaches pictured during the Oban Easter Football Festival.   07_t16foot02

Kits for Kids

OBAN High School is 
currently collecting The 
Daily Record’s ‘Kits for 
Kids’ tokens and is appealing 
for members of the public to 
hand them into the school or 
any newsagent. 

Ladies go through 
in Scottish Cup

OBAN Saints Ladies 
progressed to the next round 
of the Scottish Cup after they 
were awarded the tie when 
their opponents Kemnay 
couldn’t raise a team for the 
game due to be played in 
Oban last weekend.
 This Sunday the Ladies are 
at home to Paisley Saints in a 
league match. The game will 
take place on the 3g pitch at 
Oban High School, kicking 
off at 2pm. 

Saints youths

OBAN Saints Under 15s 
return to action this Saturday 
after the Easter holiday break 
with an away game against 
Renton Youth.

FRIDAY

9

15

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Mainly sunny. Winds light North Easterly.

Temperatures 6ºC to 12ºC
Friday

Sunny intervals. Winds light North Westerly. 
Temperatures 6ºC to 10ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Scattered showers. Winds light to moderate North 

Westerly. Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, April 15, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 00.04 0.8 06.08 3.9 12.21 0.8 18.11 3.8
Fri 00.33 0.8 06.36 3.9 12.51 0.8 18.39 3.8                 
Sat 01.04 0.9 07.06 3.7 13.23 0.8 19.11 3.7
Sun 01.38 1.0 07.40 3.6 13.59 0.9 19.48 3.6
Mon 02.18 1.1 08.25 3.4 14.43 1.1 20.31 3.5
Tues 03.10 1.3 09.11 3.1 15.37 1.3 21.25 3.3
Wed 04.23 1.5 10.19 2.9 16.46 1.4 22.39 3.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550
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Oban Pool League
POOL

     P     Pts
Markie Dans ‘A’   20    34
Lancaster   20    30 
Lochnell    20    30
Claredon ‘A’   20    28
Cellar Bar   20    22
Kelvin Dale   20    22
Markie Dans ‘B’   20    18
Gluepot    20    16
Claredon ‘B’   20      8

Winners of the Atlantis Leisure fi ve-a-side Works 
Football League for the third year in succession 
were the Carpet Fitters. Four of the team were at 
the prizegiving in the leisure centre on Sunday 
and Donald Campbell, second from right, picked 
up Player of the Season. Runners-up were Atlantis 
Leisure and The Oban Times won Most Improved 
Team. The Hydro Board won the ‘B’ League ahead of 
Oban High School.    07_t16indoor01

Carpet Fitters have it covered

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Oban Bowling Club members watch on as Donna 
Blainey throws the fi rst jack of the season. 07_t16jack01

First jack at Oban 
Bowling Club

Oban Bowling Club was carried out by 10-year-old Donna 
Blainey, granddaughter of club president Anne Campbell.

On the club’s opening day of the season last Saturday 
players enjoyed a good competition and even better weather. 
The triples competition was won by Gerry Flannigan, 
Andrew Forbes and Ian Weir.

The green looked in good condition considering it looked 
almost unplayable just a week before, damaged by the hard 
frost this winter.

MORE than 100 entrants 
have now signed up for the 
fourth annual Kintyre Way 
Relay which takes place on 
May 1, starting from Tarbert 
at 6am.

Entries in all categories 
are more than double last 
year’s numbers, with 24 
walkers doing 31 miles 
along the path from Tarbert 
to Skipness, Clachan and 
Tayinloan; 28 walkers along 
the 18 miles from Torrisdale 
via Carradale to Tayinloan; 
44 runners in relay teams 
sharing out the 66-mile 
race route from Tarbert to 

ultra-distance runners who 
will each run the entire 66 
miles in one day.

Entries double for 
Kintyre Way Relay

This year’s walkers include 
a large group from the Royal 

in Glasgow, who are using 
the occasion to raise funds 
for cancer research at the 
Beatson Oncology Centre.

The Kintyre Way Relay is 
becoming well known for 
its hospitality element, with 
refreshments provided by 

community halls along 
the way, and the ‘Runners 
Revels’ feast and ceilidh-
dance in the evening.

Entries can be submitted 
online. Full details at www.
kintyrewayrelay.co.uk

THE ANNUAL Mull of 
Kintyre half marathon and 
10K have a new supporter in 
Robert Wiseman Dairies. 

This year’s races will be 
held in Campbeltown on 
May 30, with a wide range 
of other activities on offer 
to runners and visitors over 
the race weekend around 
Campbeltown Loch.

New support for MOKRUN

Joanne Rae, Marketing 
Manager at Robert Wiseman 
Dairies said: ‘MOKRUN is 
a really good event with a 
great reputation and we’re 
delighted to be able to add 
our support and be involved 
in this community event.’

Laphroaig Trophy
1 Neil Carmichael 40pts; 
2 Andrew Bauld 39pts; 3 
Norman MacDonald 37pts. 
Css 71.

Islay Golf Club
GOLF

BOWLING

HALF MARATHON

RELAY

ARGYLL and Bute Golf 
Union kicks off its 2010 
season this weekend with its 
customary opener, the 2010 
matchplay championship. 

Held over Machrihanish it 
will feature the top 16 from 
last year’s strokeplay event 
which was held at Cowal. 
Rothesay’s George Reynolds 
will be looking to retain his 
title after his victory last 
year over Glencruitten’s 
Allan McKie.

Rio Tinto squash league between Lochaber 
and Oban teams.

The team, consisting Archie McGillivray, 
Iain Black, Murdo Murray, Bryan Wilson 
and Davie Mackay, only dropped two games 

Niall Campbell gave Bryan Wilson of B&H 
an early scare drawing level at one-a-piece 
before Bryan took control to win 3-1. 

Blackie and Murdo both won 3-0 before 

Bryan Wilson of B&H also won the 
league’s top points scorer and shared player 
of the year with Allan Moore from Oban 

The squash players pictured on the fi nal day of the season 07_t15squash01

Super ’Spares win squash league

Filling Station. In the other match The 
Building Restoration Co had to win all their 
games hoping B&H would slip up but alas it 
was not to be after Neil Worsdall and Gary 
Davidson both won 3-0. 

It was left to Rah Douglas to keep the 
pressure up but failed to bring his top game 
and got overrun by Colin Macniven.

This was Rah’s only defeat all season, 

as he has done all year, he went on and beat 
Alan Moore 3-0 in his best display.

A&B Golf Union
GOLF

SQUASH
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