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McGuinness
to mark Iona 
anniversary
Northern Ireland office confirm 
Deputy First Minister’s plans

EXCLUSIVE

CHILDREN from First Steps 
Nursery took a trip to Appin 
on Tuesday – for a spot of bird 
watching.

Led by local biodiversity of-

the youngsters looked across 

Stalker, where numerous spe-
cies of sea birds feed throughout 
the year.

The trip was the perfect 

preparation for the Jubilee 
Bridge Project’s bird watching 
event on April 20, starting with 
a presentation at Appin Village 
Hall at 11am. All funds raised 
at the event will go towards the 

Jubilee Bridge restoration fund.  
For more information, contact 

01631 567900, extension 9191 or 
email marina.curran-colthart@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Pictured are budding twitchers, from left, Saul Walton, Rufus Hughes, Hugh Glenn and Rhona Brunold Davies.  16_t15appinsteps1

Nursery tots watch the birdies at Appin

ROCKFIELD Primary School 
is in no danger of collapse 
- bringing to an end the local 
authority’s hopes of having it 
de-listed because it is danger-
ous. 

Grade-B listed 

is not deemed dangerous will 
now force the council to argue 
that the Grade-B listed building 
should be demolished because 
it is inhibiting the economic 
growth of the town.

However that is likely to pro-
long Argyll and Bute Council’s 
already protracted negotiations 
with Historic Scotland to have 
the old school’s protected status 
removed, prompting frustration 
from local councillor Roddy 

affordable housing built in its 
place.

-
bility study commissioned by 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), but paid 
for by the council, is now being 
prepared following the comple-
tion of a ground study.

As of yet, no conclusions as to 
how ACHA could develop the 
site have yet been reached.

‘The building is secure against 
entry and is showing no signs of 
structural defect externally. 

‘There are no loose materials 
affecting any external elements 
and the building is not consid-

ered to be dangerous.’

building has been deemed safe 
that’s good and well but the 
economic impact for Oban and 
the area if that building sitting 
there empty for years and years 

‘You do also have to consider 
how quickly the building will 
become unsafe if it just sits 
there with nobody using it.

‘However, the economic 

what could potentially be there 

in its place – in this case much 
needed affordable housing.

‘In my opinion this building 
has rather quickly become a 
liability.’

Thoughts of de-listing the 
building came about after no 
private buyer was willing to 

for the old school.  Any proceeds 
from the sale would go straight 
back into the education budget.

However, the cost of main-
taining the building also comes 
from the education budget.

‘As long as the building is in 
this state it costs the taxpayer 

-
Cuish.

in 1894 and was used as a school 
until 2007, when repeated prob-
lems with the building’s roof 
meant pupils were moved to the 
new Joint Primary Campus in 
Soroba in 2007.

Survey reveals former Oban 
primary school not ‘dangerous’
‘As long as the building is in this state it costs the taxpayer weekly’

OBAN photographers Linda An-
derson-Kerr and Lucy Thornhill 
are celebrating this week after 
winning prizes in our Photo of 
the Year competition.

Linda, of Shuna Terrace, won 

photographic company Webster 
Cameras, after her picture of 
Puck’s Glen won the grand 
prize.  

Lucy’s sunset picture, taken 
from Pulpit Hill, won the Glen-
shellach Terrace resident the 
people’s prize, a Fuji S4240, 
provided by Tesco.

For more, see next week’s 
Oban Times.

Photo competition 
winners
announced

over the past four weeks as an O2 
mast failed to operate properly.

A mast in Tobermory started 

An engineer investigated and 
reported that a replacement part 

received on Tuesday afternoon.

apologise to our customers 
who may have experienced 
intermittent service around the 
Tobermory area recently.

‘A replacement part was 
ordered and an engineer was on 

-
lem and restored full service at 
5.30pm.’

-
ditions do state that service isn’t 
fault free and it may be impaired 
by geographic, atmospheric or 
other conditions or circumstanc-
es beyond our control so we will 
not be offering compensation.’

Mull phone mast 
causes frustration

A WELL known face in Argyll’s marine 
leisure industry has passed away sud-
denly at the age of 59.

Adrian Lauder, who was heavily in-
volved in moorings around Oban Bay as 
well as running his charter business, died 
in hospital last week. Adrian was owner 
of the Gannet and was involved with 
Oban Bay Community Berthing which 
provides the pontoons at Cardingmill 
Bay. He was also involved ‘wholeheart-

hard worker – he would just roll up his 
sleeves and get on with it.’

As well as his involvement in water 
based activities Adrian ran a caravan 
park with his wife Elaine. He also estab-

There will be a service of celebration 
at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls on 
April 15 at 5pm.

Benderloch marine 
operator dies suddenly AFTER seven weeks without 

rain, several areas of north Argyll 
are in danger of experiencing a 
drought – with some describing 
the situation as ‘serious’.

burn across the region, there 
are concerns over private water 
supplies, with houses in Bonawe 
and Lismore among those most 
affected by the speed that water 
courses are drying up.

Farmers are being forced to buy 
more feed for livestock with this 
year’s grass not growing thanks to 
the mixture of easterly winds, cold 
ground and the lack of rain. Some 
have described the conditions as 
‘death by 1,000 cuts’.

Fish stocks could also be af-
fected. Andrew Barclay, president 
of the Argyll Fisheries Trust, said 
heavy rain during the winter fol-

lowed by the dry weather would 
have a big impact on spawning 
ground.

The community of Bonawe 
is supplied by a private system 
owned by the Argyll Commu-
nity Housing Association. Fed by 
a burn, the continually dropping 
water levels are starting to cause 
concern. Resident Ronnie Camp-

we’re going to run out of water.  
We really need some rain soon.’

On Lismore, farmer and commu-

the situation is a ‘real problem’.
‘It’s getting pretty serious for 

some people,’ she said. ‘A lot of 
houses are spring fed and the water 
level is getting very, very low.’

Fire and Rescue Scotland sent an 
appliance to the island last week 
in a bid to ease the shortages, 

but only a spell of rain will help 
reduce the severity of the problem, 
she said.

-
-

ing season and there’s nothing for 
the sheep to feed on.  We’ve got 
about 500 sheep on here and we’re 
having to buy feed. 

‘I think they’re selling more feed 
than ever before for the time of 
year.’

Euan Warnock, an agent with the 
National Farmers Union and NFU 

it’s like death by 1,000 cuts.  The 
weather is beautiful but there’s 
nothing for the sheep to feed on.’

particularly Tiree, have been hit 

‘We really need some rain soon.’

Drought conditions in North Argyll

NEW CHANGING rooms are to 
be built in a village community 
centre after it gained thousands 
of pounds worth of funding.

Dalmally Community Centre 
is in need of new changing 
facilities as the sports hall is be-
ing used a lot more than initially 
expected. 

High use 
Now an investment of 

sportscotland which will allow 
the new changing rooms to be 
built resulting in sport activities 

being increased at the hall.
-

munity centre and sports hall 
opened to the public two years 
ago.  

Planned 
John Burke, secretary and 

treasurer of Dalmally Com-

not long before the directors 
realised that the requirement 
for changing rooms, originally 
planned for phase two of our 
project, could not wait for the 

-

-
edly high use of the sports hall 
from day one made it necessary 
to complete these facilities as 
soon as possible.

‘The new facility should be 
ready for use by the end of this 
year.’

are delighted to be supporting 
the Dalmally community as it 
strives to provide more suitable 
changing accommodation for 
sports teams across the area.’

Funding in place for Dalmally changing rooms

THE NORTHERN Ireland 
The 

Oban Times that the country’s 

-
tend a religious event on the Isle 
of Iona next month.

-

attend the Iona 2013 celebrations, 
which will mark the 1,450th an-
niversary of Saint Columba in 
Scotland. 

Alex Salmond 
It is understood other dignitar-

ies, including Scottish First 

representative of the Irish Parlia-
ment, could be in attendance.

-
land told The Oban Times

to the Iona event but ministers’ 
diaries are always subject to 
change.’

The Oban Times understands 
the invitation for the Iona event 

Northern Ireland, Peter Robin-

Northern Ireland Deputy First 
Minister Martin McGuinness

country.
The organising committee 

behind the Iona 2013 celebra-
tions said it had not received 

-
ness’ attendance.

In June last year the Sinn Fein 
politician, a former commander 
of the Provisional IRA, shook 

Northern Ireland, giving the 

world a powerful image of the 
peace-building process there.

However, his potential role in 
the celebrations on Iona would 
see a rare trip to Scotland.

Preparations to have Iona 

have been underway in earnest 
among the island community, 

Cross returned to Iona in time 
for Easter and Iona 2013.

St Oran’s Cross, which dates 
back to the eighth century, has 
been returned to the island after 
undergoing reconstruction work 
in Selkirk.

The cross is thought to have 
been in St Oran’s Chapel, the 
oldest intact structure of the 
abbey to survive and carries 
biblical scenes reminiscent of 
imagery in the Book of Kells, 
such as the Virgin and Child 
surrounded by angels.

The Book of Kells takes its 
name from the abbey of Kells 

abbey was founded from Iona in 
807 as a place of refuge from the 
rampaging Vikings. 

Historic Scotland is also in-
vesting in new interpretation and 
visitor facilities at Iona Abbey.FIGURES were presented to 

Oban, Lorn and Islands Area 
Committee on Wednesday 
showing Atlantis Leisure has 

council since 2007.
Responding to a question from 

-
cIntyre, the committee returned 

enterprise has received the sum 
as part of its service level agree-
ment with the authority.

Atlantis funding 
over six years

Second brother 
gains Scottish cap
Page 28

Gaelic brings
couple together  
Page 4

Father & son 
‘break’ record
Page 4
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A TAYNUILT man who pled 
guilty to assaulting a police of-

Jonathan Nicol, 24, of 30 

A BIKER who pled guilty to 

-

-

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Mull Lines

-

-

-

-
dependence was that the people 

themselves and would have a 
-

-

At the culmination of the 

active adult population had come 

-

-

-

dispatched to Lochalsh to help 

The Oban 
Times: ‘We have just pushed the 

-

£600,000 initial income

-

The 
Oban Times

-

‘Symbolic’ 

these islands can achieve when 

-

-

-

-

Loch Carnan Community Windfarm on Iochdar Hill common grazings

Largest wholly community owned windfarm in 
Scotland starts to generate cash for South Uist

Spring ceilidh and 
dance planned for 
London

Taynuilt man 
admits spitting on 
police officer

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service board member Michael Foxley, local senior officer (Highlands) 
Scott Hay and Fort William firefighters welcome Roseanna Cunningham to the station. 20_f15fire01

Local poll 
suggests

independence

-

-

-

-

collection

The Mora Edith MacDonald

Adaptable 

the vessel was sound and a tow 

-

Oban lifeboat 
comes to aid of  
fishing boat in 
Sound of Mull

- The Daily Record 

The Oban 
Times: ‘ We use all the fantastic 

-

Whitehouse Restaurant, led by head chef Mike Bugoyne, is in the 
running for a national award

Biker pleads guilty

SCHOOL pupils in Tobermory are busy collecting old 
clothes, shoes, accessories and bedding to help boost school 
funds.

Tobermory High School is taking part in a fundraising 
collection called Bag2School which sees old textiles swapped 
for cash. The scheme also helps the environment by reducing 

Residents on Mull should have received a plastic bag that 
they can use to help clear out their wardrobe and raise money 
for the school at the same time.

Teacher Susie Carmichael is encouraging everyone to get 
involved. She said: ‘We will receive £500 per tonne or £0.50 
per kg which will be a great boost for our fundraising. 

‘In addition it will also raise awareness amongst the 

collected a massive 600kg and raised an incredible £300, lets 
see if we can beat that this year.’

Filled donation bags should be returned to the school 
– if you run out of room any other bag can also be used. 
Bag2School will be uplifting the bags from Tobermory High 
School on Wednesday, April 17. 

-

MV Lochinvar

The names of all ships in the 

MV Hallaig,

the new name and Lochinvar 

-

New hybrid ferry 
out of  Tarbert to 
carry the name    
MV Lochinvar

PRODUCTION of whisky at a distillery on the Isle of Mull 
has been halted due to a prolonged dry spell.

Tobermory Distillery, run by Burn Stewart, has stopped 
production after the water from its private loch dipped to 
unacceptable levels.

Ian MacMillan, Burn Stewart’s master blender and distill-
eries manager, said: ‘The water for our single malt comes 
from a small private loch on the island and over the last three 
weeks we have seen the water level occasionally dip to such 
an extent that we have temporarily halted production in 
order to preserve the quality and consistency of our whisky. 

‘The purity of the water we use is critical to the quality of 
our whisky and we won’t take any risks in compromising 
quality so we have now decided to suspend production until a 
proper rainfall replenishes the loch to a satisfactory level. 

‘However, Tobermory Single Malt drinkers need not panic, 
when we had to stop production last year due to the driest 
summer for 30 years, we simply increased production when 
it started raining again to make up the shortfall. 

‘We will do so again and in the meantime, we have a plenti-
ful stock of the single malt ready to be bottled and supply 
will not be affected.’

-

It is hoped using social media 

allow it to compete on an even 

times giving it a potential audi-

-

-

-
ing up it was decided that a 

You can send your news 
from the Isle of Mull direct to 

Faith Orr 
forr@obantimes.co.uk

or phone 01631 568000

ONE OF Mull’s best loved, and longest serving, doctors 
hung up her stethoscope for the very last time on Thursday 
March 28.

Dr Jennifer Jack has worked as a GP on the island for more 
than 25 years. She came to Mull in 1987 as an associate GP 
shared between Dr Charlier in Salen and Dr Douglas in 
Bunessan. In 1991 she joined Tobermory Surgery working 
alongside Dr Clegg.

Since then she has had partnerships with Dr Parson, Dr 
Linnemann and Dr Adie and more recently Dr Dave Chap-
man and Dr Clare Lavery who have taken over the running 
of the practice.

Colleagues said: ‘Dr Jack has been a much appreciated 
family GP and she will be missed by her colleagues as well 
as her patients.

‘However, she won’t be far away and has plans for a vigor-
ous assault on her neglected garden, she has renewed her 
golf club membership and will continue as an enthusiastic 
participant with the Isle of Mull Gaelic Choir.’

Dr Jack is wished well by everyone who has worked with 
her. A retirement party is planned on her return from a 
family and friends get-together.

myopia has massive impli-

-

cent of the population is 

-

although spectacle lenses 

-

-

developing myopic child 

-

Myopia … The 
Unseeing Epidemic

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists 
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

1/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk
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A SPATE of fuel oil thefts 
across Argyll will prompt a 
special investigation by local 
police, who have also warned 
locals to be on their guard.

Oban Chief Inspector Alistair 
Davidson said targeted action is 

to be taken in a bid to halt the 
fuel thefts blighting Argyll, 
with all reports of thefts to be 
examined by data analysts to 
see if there is any pattern local 

Thefts have been reported 

all across the county in recent 
months, with reports of thefts 
moving up the Kintyre penin-
sula towards Oban since the 
turn of the year.

CI Davidson’s comments come 
after 2,000 litres of heating oil 

was stolen from the Barcaldine 
House Hotel between March 10 
and Monday this week.

He said: ‘It is a problem we’re 
looking at and we’re now co-
ordinating our approach across 
the region.

‘We’re asking analysts to look 
at the data to see if there’s any 
patterns forming that we may 

Heating oil theft is one of the 
biggest problems in Argyll and 
Bute, but Oban’s new CI is con-

responsible having already seen 
two arrests in connection with 
heating oil thefts in the Mid 
Argyll area.

‘It is a continuing problem,’ 
he said. ‘We have a lot of houses 

in isolated areas and a lot of 
holiday homes in the area so in 
some respects it’s easy pickings 
for these people.  

‘We will get there though, we 
just need a break of the ball.  If 
we get one, we will get them.’

Police warning of spate of fuel oil thefts throughout Argyll
AN OBAN man who stole a 71-
year-old woman’s handbag has 
been sent to jail by a sheriff who 
described him as ‘nasty’.

Sheriff John Herald jailed 
Eiuon Smith, 36, for four months, 
telling him: ‘This was a nasty of-
fence, an offence which deprived 
a 71-year-old woman of £360 for 
her Christmas shopping. I would 
be failing in my public duty if I 
did not send you to prison.’

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
Smith was on a bus from Oban to 
Benderloch on December 13 last 
year when the elderly woman got 
off at Connel, forgetting to take 
her bag. Smith lifted the bag and 
concealed it on his body.

Smith, of 12B Soroba Road, 
Oban, was picked up by police 
after they recognised him from 
CCTV on the bus. 

Oban man jailed 
after ‘nasty’ theft

A GLASGOW man who stole 
tools from a property in Oban 
and from a building site in Dun-
beg claimed he had been duped 
into it by a friend.

Paul Ogilvie, 26, of 151 Muir-
foot Road, Glasgow, pled guilty 
to the thefts at an earlier date and 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week for sentencing.

The court heard Ogilvie and 
another man had broken the 
window of an unoccupied 
property in Oban and had stolen 
a quantity of tools. 

The pair had then travelled to 
Dunbeg and stole tools from new 
build homes at Kirk Road.

Defending, Laura McManus 
told the court Ogilvie was ap-
proached by a former colleague 
who asked him to help retrieve 
items that had been left on a 
building site following the com-
pletion of a job.

ordered to pay £1,021 in com-
pensation to the owner of the 
property in Oban.

Man who stole 
tools fined £600 
and ordered to pay 
compensation

A SHERIFF has admonished 
an Oban man for possession of 
heroin after hearing he had been 
drug and alcohol free for seven 
months.

Stephen Paterson, aged 28, 
of 24 Lunga Road, appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last Friday 
on a deferred sentence for pos-
session of the class A drug and 
for a separate charge of breach of 
the peace.

Paterson £360 for the breach of 
the peace but admonished him 
on the possession of drugs, add-
ing that he was ‘encouraged’ by 
Paterson’s progress.

COMMUNITY Safety Minister 
Roseanna Cunningham chose a 
visit to the Oban Mountain Res-
cue Team base in Sinclair Drive 
to praise the work of volunteer 
teams across the country. 

During her visit last Tuesday, 
Ms Cunningham also reminded 
anyone venturing out into Scot-
land’s mountains to take extra 
care and heed safety advice.

The Scottish Government 
Minister also announced extra 
funding of £51,000 for ‘special-
ist stretchers’ in 2012-13, in 
addition to the £3m the Scot-
tish Government has already 
provided to Scottish mountain 
rescue teams. 

Ms Cunningham said: ‘Recent 
tragic events on the mountains 
have demonstrated clearly 
that Mountain Rescue Team 
volunteers provide a vital public 
service, saving many lives every 
year.’

Minister visits 
mountain rescue 
team at Oban

Oban Bay 
whale heads 
out to sea
Huge visitor reported 
in good health despite 
collision with barge

THE FORMER manager of an 
Oban pub has been found guilty 
of fraud after forming ‘a web of 
deceit and lies’ to obtain a late 
licence.

Elizabeth Callander, the 
60-year-old former manager of 
Paparazzi, was found guilty of 
fraudulently obtaining an exten-
sion to the opening hours at the 
licensed premises by pretending 
to an employee of Argyll and 
Bute Council that the venue was 
hosting a wedding reception on 
March 26, 2010.

False representation 
In giving his verdict, Sheriff 

Small said: ‘The accused em-
barked upon a web of deceit and 
lies, beginning with the false 
representation in the application 
and this carried on throughout 
this trial.’

The court previously heard 

at the venue and saw no visible 
evidence of a wedding reception 
but Callander had claimed, dur-
ing evidence, that the reception 
was not immediately after the 
wedding and that the bride and 

groom lived in Spain. 
However, the Crown had 

noted throughout the trial that 
the police had been unable to 
contact the bride or groom to 

place.
A former DJ in Paparazzi was 

called to give evidence for the 
defence. The 19-year-old said 
he remembered ‘a groom at a 
wedding dance with an Irish 
accent’. He told the court the 
groom had been requesting 
Irish folk songs.

But under cross-examination 
-

cal David Glancy if there were 
applications in for late licences 
most weeks. 

He replied: ‘They would apply 
for extensions even when func-
tions weren’t on to give them an 
extra hour.’

Callander, of Arbour Guest-
house, Oban, who has a previ-
ous conviction for fraud from 
1999, had her sentence deferred 
until May 3 for the court to 
receive a report on her business 
accounts. 

Oban bar manager 
used ‘web of deceit 
and lies’ to gain late 
licence extension
‘They would apply for extensions 
even when functions weren’t on’

ONE OF Oban’s most famous 

the bay, to the relief of animal 
protection agencies. 

The 40-foot sperm whale, 
named Bob, Jonah, or Oor Wil-
lie, depending on who you listen 
to, swam off towards the Isle of 
Lismore on Monday afternoon.

The whale was reported to 
be in good health during its 
nine days in Oban Bay, despite 
considerable public concern for 
its welfare, and could have left 
the bay whenever it chose.

John McAvoy, senior inspec-
tor with the Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SSPCA), said: ‘He left 
on Monday around 2pm. He was 
out near Lismore and last seen 
heading north - which isn’t a 
good sign.

‘He could end up caught in 
Loch Linnhe but we’re hoping 
he has got his bearings and 
headed out to deep water past 
Mull. 

‘We are still waiting for any-
one to tell us if they have seen 

him but no news is good news.’
Before leaving Oban Bay the 

whale had a run in with a steel 
barge owned by North West 
Marine and moored in front of 
the Corran Esplanade.

The collision left the whale 
with visible damage to its blub-
ber but Mr McAvoy is assuring 
anyone concerned that it is ‘not 
a serious wound’.

He added: ‘Most whales have 
damage, which doesn’t affect 
them. It will heal up and not 
have any serious effect on him.

‘The whale seemed to be 
acting differently to normal on 
Monday.  It seemed to go to sleep 
vertically on several occasions 
and wasn’t swimming around 
the way it had been – maybe 
hitting the barge knocked some 
sense into it!’

Several instances of vessels in 
the bay getting too close to the 
whale and causing it distress 

vessel MPV Minna arriving to 
deter over eager sightseers at 
the weekend.

The whale pictured by holiday maker John Lightbody from 
onboard the Isle of Mull ferry as it leaves the bay.

After nine days, the Oban Bay whale finally decided to leave on Monday afternoon Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Seil Sound is to be debated at a 
public hearing in Oban’s Corran 
Halls soon.

further south of its existing site 
at Ardmaddy has gained all nec-
essary licences and the decision 
now rests with members of the 
planning committee.

and objectors will have their 
views on the plans, for 12 cages 
of 100m circumference plus the 
installation of feed barge, heard 
on April 24 at 10am.

Seil Sound fish 
farm plan goes to 
public hearing

Sheriff admonishes 
Oban drug man

A VIRUS which struck down an Oban-
based ferry crew has meant the ship has 
been taken out of service as a precaution.

Crew on the Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) vessel MV Lord of the Isles 
fell ill with a suspected viral infection 
this week. It is understood the virus 
only lasts 24 hours and none of the af-
fected crew have been hospitalised.
A CalMac spokesman said: ‘A small number 
of crew of the MV Lord of the Isles have 
recently become unwell with a suspected 
viral infection, so we have taken her off 
service purely as a precautionary measure 
to prevent it spreading and to carry out the 
necessary cleaning regime. 

‘This is expected to take about 48 hours.
‘Customers are being advised of the 

change to scheduled services and we apolo-
gise for any inconvenience caused.’

A SHETLANDER has denied 
driving in Benderloch while 
more than three times the legal 
drink drive limit.

Martin Wishart, 36, of 7 Nor-
brek, Voe, Shetland, denies driv-
ing on the A828 on April 6 with 
106mcg of alcohol per 100ml of 
breath. The legal limit is 35mcg.  
Wishart appeared from custody 
at Oban on Monday and was 
released on bail until July 9.

Shetlander denies 
drink driving

TWO MEN who carried out an 
unprovoked assault in an Oban 
shop, wrecking it in the process, 
have been sent to jail for 145 
days each.

John MacDonald, 43, of 2E 
castle Road, Dunollie, Oban, 
and Thomas Barr, 31, of 3 
Castle Road, Dunbeg, pled 
guilty to assaulting a man in the 
convenience store in Dunollie in 
March last year.

The court heard the unem-
ployed pair lunged at their 
victim resulting in a brawl on 

cans of food were thrown at the 

destroyed.
Sheriff John Herald jailed the 

pair and said: ‘This is an inci-
dent which took place in a local 
store while there was a female 
on duty. 

‘It involves an unprovoked 
assault and it further involves 
considerable damage, the store 
in fact had to be closed for some 
time. There is only one sentence 
that is appropriate.’

A helicopter tackles a two-mile long fire at Glenforsa on Mull. Picture - Nic Davies 

Two jailed after shop 
wrecked during assault

FIRE crews battled around the 

control which had broken out on 
Mull and Islay.

The two-mile long blaze on 
the Isle of Mull saw crews from 
Tobermory, Salen, Craignure, 
Oban and Lochaline assisted 
by the Forestry Commission 

-
ing to homes.

Emergency services were 
called to reports of a large grass 

Monday. 

-
ers, who worked until midnight 
and continued to monitor the 
situation the following day 

extinguished at 2pm. 
Local councillor Mary-Jean 

Devon told The Oban Times the 
crews which had helped defeat 

job’.
She said: ‘I want to say a huge 

volunteers and retained crews. 
Everyone on the island really, 
really appreciates their efforts. 

‘They worked so hard to bring 
it under control – went off at 
lunchtime and they weren’t back 
until midnight – then many of 
them got up and went to their 
work today.

‘They are just amazing.’
Prolonged dry conditions have 

meant there have been several 

recently.

out at Easter Ellister, on the 
Isle of Islay, which then spread 

Portnahaven prevented further 
spread. 

Three crews, from Bowmore, 
Port Ellen and Port Charlotte 

started in the privately owned 
forest around 3am but was com-
pletely extinguished eight hours 
later. Only one block of forestry 
was seriously affected.

Landowners have been warned 
not to carry out controlled burn-
ing in the current conditions, 
which could lead to prosecution 
under the Hill Farming Act.

Fire crews battle 

Blazes break out on Mull and 
Islay as dry weather continues
Landowners urged not to carry out controlled burning

Virus strikes 
down ferry crew

A MAN visiting Oban has admitted having an offensive weapon 
and drugs in his possession.

Sandor Szekszardi, 29, of 3/27 Western Harbour Way, Edinburgh 
pled guilty to the offences when he appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday. 

‘serious matter’. The extending metal asp was destroyed by police.

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after an attempted 

Primary School in Oban last 
week.

Witnesses reported seeing 
two individuals run away from 
the school at around midnight 
between April 2 and 3 shortly 
after setting off an alarm at the 
disused building.

Oban’s chief inspector Alistair 
Davidson said: ‘The last thing 
we want to see is people creep-
ing around the building.  

‘We’d appeal to residents in the 
area to get in touch if they see 
anything suspicious because we 
know these kinds of buildings 
attract all sorts when they’re left 
empty.’

A MAN who broke a bail condition by visiting a house in Dunbeg 
has been sent to prison for consecutive sentences of two months and 
90 days after admitting two breaches of the peace.

Thomas John Barr, aged 52, of Room 4, Solas, Oban had his sen-
tence deferred on May 15 last year for a previous offence and was 
told to be of good behaviour until his appearance at Oban Sheriff 
Court last Friday.

However, the court heard Barr has since committed breaches of 
the peace in July and August last year. He also admitted breaking 
a bail condition by going to a house in Lorn Road, Dunbeg. Sheriff 
Douglas Small said he had been left with ‘no alternative’ but to 
impose a custodial sentence.

Dunbeg man jailed after breaching the 
peace and breaching bail

Police appeal after 
school break-in

AN OBAN man was found 
guilty of assaulting a teenage 
girl following a trial at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

Struin Doull, 23, of 7E Miller 
Road, Oban, had denied assault-
ing the 17-year-old girl but was 
found guilty by Sheriff John 
Herald.

Giving evidence, his victim 
said she had bumped into Doull 
on February 28 and an argument 
ensued. 

The victim’s friend told the 

court she had picked the girl up 

the ground’ by Doull.
Giving evidence, Doull, a 

landscape gardener, claimed the 
girl attacked him.

Sheriff John Herald deferred 
sentence on Doull. He said: 
‘You have a considerable crimi-
nal record but you have never 
served a prison sentence.’ 

Doull was remanded in cus-
tody until sentencing on April 
30.

Oban man remanded in custody

AN OBAN man who admitted dealing cannabis has been ordered to 
carry out 200 hours of unpaid work.

Duncan Keary, 28, of 17C Corran Brae, Dunollie, Oban, was 
found with £115 worth of the drug at his home in the town in May 
last year.

Oban Sheriff Court heard he admitted selling it to others but said it 

from the deals.
But police found a range of drug paraphernalia in the house 

pair of socks in his bedroom.
Defending, Edward Thornton said Keary had ‘quite a substantial 

drug problem’ but following the incident was now ‘completely drug 
free’.

Sheriff John Herald placed Keary on a community payback order 
for 18 months and said: ‘You have accepted what you were doing is 
wrong and you have been working to sort yourself out - you are one 
of a few that doesn’t go to prison.’

Cannabis dealer avoids going to jail 

Visitor found with drugs and weapon

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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A MALE housekeeper who 
launched an unprovoked assault 
on a female colleague in an Oban 

Sheriff Court last week,.

Lunga Road, Soroba, Oban, had 
previously admitted repeatedly 
punching his victim on her head 
and body and seizing her by the 
arm.

ONE OF the leading authorities 
in making sense of the archae-
ology of the ancient hunter 
gatherer societies was the latest 
speaker in Lorn Archaeological 
and Historical Society’s winter 
lecture season. 

Professor Steve Mithen from 
Reading University held the 
audience’s concentration whilst 
explaining his digs and research 
amongst the Inner Hebrides. 

These early peoples arriving 
after the retreat of the Ice Age 
would appear to have moved 
around the islands possibly on 

trips. It came as a surprise that 
in his estimates the numbers 
involved were only in hundreds, 
some groups being as small as 

There is still so much yet to be 
discovered about these Meso-
lithic times. 

Dr Iain MacNicol, Appin on the 

This report emphasised the 
desperate state of health care 
provision in the Highlands and 
Islands and helped to shape 
future policy. 

Visitors are welcome to attend 
at the  Cathedral Hall off Corran 

Archaeological and 
historical society 
hears of hunter 
gatherers

Housekeeper fined 
after assault

THE SUPREMACY of the west 
of Scotland when it comes to 
seafood has been shown once 
again in a recent restaurant list.

restaurants in Scotland are in the 
west of the country, with four in 
Argyll alone.

The list, recently compiled by 
Lonely Planet in their new guide 
to Scotland, sees Oban’s Seafood 
Temple and Waterfront Fishouse 
Restaurant star. 

Café Fish in Tobermory and 

Argyll triumph. Lochleven Sea-
food Café in Kinlochleven also 
features alongside Mhor Fish in 
Callander.

The section of the new guide 
dedicated to Scotland’s Larder 
celebrates a ‘new culinary style 
known as Modern Scottish’.

The author says ‘chefs take top-
quality Scottish produce – from 
Highland venison,  Aberdeen 
Angus beef and freshly landed 
seafood, to root vegetables, 
raspberries and Ayrshire cheeses 
– and prepare it simply, in a 
way that enhances the natural 

Italian or Asian twist’.

West is best for 
seafood says 
Lonely Planet

A ‘COLOSSAL’ skate weighing 
seven pounds more than the 
British record was landed in 
waters off Oban last week.

in the Firth of Lorne, Welshman 

skate onto the Laura Dawn 2 

skipper Ronnie Campbell.
The 47 year old from Sarn, 

mid Wales, was taken aback 
by the sheer size of the heavily 
pregnant female when he landed 
it just after 3pm last Tuesday, 

long – more than seven and a 

Disappointingly for David, his 
massive catch won’t see him go 
down in history, as he preferred 
to return the skate to the water 
rather than kill it to meet the 

be recognised as a record.
That won’t take the shine of 

an astonishing weekend for 
the owner of the Fishingbook 
Sender publisher; who watched 

weight.
David, who was making his 

Ronnie’s Fish n Trips business, 
said: ‘I came last year with Ron-
nie and our group caught four 

I’ll never beat this.
‘This time the rod just went 

so excited – he ran to get the 
measuring tape.

‘It won’t go down as a record 

for a piece of paper.  I know how 
big it was.’

Will, a pupil at Newtown 
High School, was determined 
to follow his dad’s success and, 

landed on Wednesday, he fol-

on Thursday. 
‘It was exhausting,’ he said. 
The successful pair said they 

had two lucky charms which led 
to their stunning haul.

‘We’re staying at the 
Strathnaver Guest House and 
they put what we’ve started 
calling ‘magic dust’ on the por-

-
nitely not stopping that! Ronnie 
has also been excellent, we’re 
calling him the Skate God.’

Ronnie said: ‘David’s catch is 
certainly the biggest I’ve ever 
seen.  Will is also the youngest 
person to have caught a skate 
on my boat so it’s been a pretty 
incredible week.’

Right - Not to be 
outdone, David’s 12-year 
-old son Will caught this 
113lb skate just two days 
after his dad’s big catch. 

Father and son 
‘break’ British 
big skate record

Record
breakers

I’m not prepared 
to kill the fish for 
a piece of paper.
skate fisherman 
David Griffiths 
aboard the          
Laura Dawn 2

MANY FAMOUS visitors have beaten a track to Morvern. In 

Skye as he had intended, stayed at Old Ardtornish and impressed 
by what he saw wrote:

If he did not see Loch Coruisk
He aught to be forgiven
For though he missed a day in Skye
He spent a day in Heaven.

visitor to the area to comment on the scenery. Sir Walter Scott 

poem ‘The Lord of the Isles’ and penned:

Lulled were the winds on Inniemore
And green Lochaline’s woodland shore.

These lines may have been fashionable and romantic but in 
reality they were of no more value than postcards written by 
tourists to a foreign land. 

They tell us nothing about the way of life or the local people 
and how they managed to survive when they were reduced to 

During the infamous Highland clearances, when the land was 
put under sheep, some emigrated of their own free will but the 
majority were forcibly deported. 

Ships sailed regularly from Loch Aline, Tobermory and Loch 
Sunart during the summer season with their human cargoes for 
America, Canada and Australia.

departure was Morvern’s loss. 
The parish has never recovered and today it sits ‘on the edge’ 

Lady Gordon, who owned Drimnin, waited until late autumn 
when the potato pits in two large villages on her estate had been 

scores of pigs were bought in from Oban and shipped across to 
be fattened up on them and then sold. 

At Ardtornish and round the shores of Loch Aline scores of 
people were evicted and their houses deliberately reduced to 
rubble and turfed over to stop visitors asking awkward ques-
tions. 

area was only given access to estate papers on condition that he 
did not reveal the whole truth about the local clearances. Much 

people in Morvern.
Donald Mackinnon, a local Gaelic bard who lived at Rhemore 

during the time of Tennyson’s visit, wrote: ‘Green Morvern of 
the hills, you bear the appearance of sadness and sorrow; there 
is great danger that you become a total wilderness.

‘It is the cause of my dejection to look at your hills down 
beside the Sound of Mull where the ships with tall masts sail. It 
was your inconstant proprietors who left the tenants without an 
ancestral abode and allowed people who did not belong to you 
to dwell in their place. 

‘You were the land of mountains and heroes, renowned in 
history; a son of yours was never heard to be put to shame by 
an enemy. There was a time when great were your castles where 
kings could be quartered, though wretched today the rabble who 
are strutting about in their place.

‘The small band who have remained – precarious is their 
condition under the wings of the London birds in the black wood 
of Lochaline.’

It would be a graceful act by today’s Morvern landowners 
if they would fund and put up a suitable monument or piece 
of sculpture by way of an apology for the misdeeds of their 
predecessors.

Several large moorland areas in the neighbouring glens and 
rough ground around Kiel church have been burnt in the recent 
spell of dry weather.  

So called ‘habitat experts’ who have such a hold on the High-
lands and islands these days, fail to realise that when there is a 
build up of plant materials and a lack of grazing deer, large areas 
become tinder dry and almost self-igniting.  

Unlike many other places in Lochaber though, the Morvern 

surrounding properties or woodlands. 

Iain Thornber

Tobermory Bay, from where hundreds of Morvern people 
were forced to leave aboard ‘coffin-ships’ for the long voyage 

to Canada, American and Australia when they were cleared 
from their homes. 

THE transition from Strathclyde 
Police to Police Scotland has 
been a smooth one for Oban 

Chief Inspector, Alistair 
Davidson, says there hasn’t been 
a single problem to report, with 
everything running as planned. 

He told The Oban Times:
‘Hand on heart, there hasn’t 
been a single problem. ‘The 
only difference so far has been 
the branding. We have the same 
systems and we’re operating in 
the same way.’

Smooth police 
handover

A GAELIC-singing couple 
who celebrated their diamond 
wedding anniversary this week 
admitted they still had argu-
ments – but only about which 
dialect of the language is best.

George MacCallum, originally 
of Islay, and his wife Margaret, 
who hails from Harris, met 
while singing with Govan Gaelic 
Choir, after they had moved 
from the islands to Glasgow as 
youngsters.

They married in St Columba’s 
Church in Glasgow’s St Vincent 

seven years together in the choir, 
which Margaret left a year later 
after the birth of their daughter, 
Catriona. Their other child, 
Archie, who lives in Tarbert, 

married couple, Margaret, aged 
83, admitted they still disagree 
over who has the better Gaelic 
and who was the better singer 
– George, who won the Royal 
National Mòd gold medal in 

Lorne Gillies, was one of the 

accolade win with an album of 
songs.

‘He tells me Argyll Gaelic is 
best, but I know differently,’ 
said Margaret, a former Ernst 
and Young secretary, who added 
that reaching the milestone an-
niversary was ‘amazing’.

feels much shorter than that but 
we have got a lovely family and 
we are very happy,’ she said.

‘I think the secret of a happy 
marriage is to give and take, al-
ways looking out for each other 
and, if all else fails, putting on 
one of George’s records!’

The couple became members 
An Comunn Gàidhealach, the 
Mòd’s organising body, in the 

a former buyer for Kelvin 
Hughes, wore his An Comunn 
Gàidhealach badge on his wed-
ding day. The badge adorns his 
kilt jacket even today.

The gold medalist had been 
invited to the previous two 
Mòds in Stornoway and Dunoon 
but could not attend because of a 
heart condition.

However, the couple recently 
moved into sheltered housing 
in Paisley, the host city of this 
year’s Gaelic festival.

Margaret added: ‘It would be 
nice to get to this Mòd,’ said 
Margaret. ‘We live in hope.’

George MacCallum wore his An Comunn Gaidhealach badge on 
the day of his marriage to Margaret. 

George and Margaret MacCal-
lum, who now live in Paisley 

hope to attend the Mod there 
this year. 

Gaelic brings couple 

Singing couple celebrate     
diamond wedding anniversary

He tells me Argyll Gaelic 
is best, but I know 
differently

A SUSPECTED drunk driver 
was airlifted to hospital after 
crashing his car on Tiree on 
Saturday.

Balinoe near the junction with 

While he was taken by helicop-
ter to Glasgow’s Southern Gen-
eral Hospital, it is understood he 
suffered no serious injuries as a 
result of the incident.

A blood test has been taken 
and the man has been reported 

Alleged drink 
driver flown to 
hospital from Tiree

Above - Welshman 
David Griffiths with 

the mammoth skate he 
caught when fishing with 

Ronnie Campbell in the 
Firth of Lorn last week.  

A MAN has been charged with 
carrying dealer quantities of 
drugs after being caught with 
more than two ounces of can-
nabis in Oban.

searched after police stopped a 
car carrying two other men in 
the Campbell Street area of the 

Police arrest man carrying cannabis

Why not check out our Business Section starting on page 20 ?
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Left: Riley McFad-
den got a chance 

to test his reaction 
speeds when 

Glasgow Science 
Centre visited St 

Columba’s Primary 
School recently. 
Run on a sport 
theme, pupils 

also got a chance 
to find out how 

quickly they can 
sprint, find their 

balance level 
and find out how 

strong their grip is. 
16_t14stcolscience1

RAISED levels of naturally occurring algal toxins at Seil Point, 
Clachan Seil and the Isle of Seil has prompted warnings not to 

DENNIS and Phyllis Harbron 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary with family in Oban 
and were delighted to receive 
a celebratory card from the 

The diamond couple are 
pictured with son Dale, his wife 
Jane and daughter Merle and 
youngest sibling Leigh Murray 

Working
Dennis served in the Navy 

before working as an instrument 
maker for 35 years and house-
wife Phyllis worked part time as 
a lollipop lady until she was 70 

The couple, who live at 
Rockhaven, Pulpit Drive, are 

Oban shoplifter’s 
‘last chance’
from two shops in the town 
was ordered to payback to 
the community by doing 200 
hours of unpaid work when she 
appeared at Oban Sheriff court 

Jennifer Maciver, 36, of 4 Co-
lumba Court, Dunollie, admitted 
stealing from a shoe shop and 

John Herald told Maciver he 
was giving her one last chance 
but warned if she breached her 
18-month community payback 

Drink driver was 
‘very foolish’
£620 and banned from driving 
for 15 months after getting 
behind the wheel while drunk 

Kris Gillies, aged 25, of 3 Coe 
Gardens, Oban, admitted the 
offences when he appeared at 

Gillies was also found with 
cocaine when he was taken to 

Defending, Jane Thomson said 
Gillies had been out drinking 
the night before and had gone to 

After the crash she said he 
was ‘shaken up at the thought 
of what he had just done’ and 
realised he had made a huge 

‘He has been very foolish,’ she 

A MULL man who sent an 
abusive text message to a local 
woman in which he referred to 
her disability has been ordered to 

Murray Stormonth, 50, of Flat 

Street, Tobermory, admitted 
sending a text message which 
was delivered as a voicemail to 
the landline of island councillor 

The message included: ‘May 
you rot in hell after ruining my 
life and losing me friends who 
were around when you were just 

Defending, Edward Thornton 
told Oban Sheriff Court: 
‘It is to be regretted that he 

allowed himself to indulge 

the message would have been 

Describing the offence as a 
‘nasty incident’ Sheriff John 
Herald imposed a community 
payback order on Stormonth in 
which he will have to comply 
with supervision requirements 

He must also pay £150 to 

Shocked 
Richard Hamer, Capability 

Scotland director, said: ‘Many 
people will be shocked to 
hear that disabled people are 
being targeted in this way but, 
unfortunately, calls to Capability 

advice line show that this type 

‘The only way to stop hate 
crime altogether is to encourage 
more people to come forward 
to report incidents when they 

‘Capability Scotland provides 
a third party reporting service 
in partnership with Strathclyde 
Police which enables disabled 
people to come forward to report 
crimes to Capability Scotland 
rather than going to the police 

‘You can contact the service by 
phoning 0131 313 5510, textphone 
0131 346 2529 or email advice@

and a nine-year-old boy broke his conditions by going 

Pawel Kuznicki, 34, of 111F George Street, Oban, 
admitted the offence when he appeared from custody 

Kuznicki appeared in court for a second time the fol-
lowing day, to admit carrying out the two assaults on 
the woman and young boy as well as shouting, swearing 

Sheriff John Herald remanded him in custody and 
said: ‘Yesterday you pled guilty to an assault on police 

‘It is therefore not appropriate that bail be granted and 

Fort William biker 
hit speeds of 
110mph at Dunbeg
carelessly after police followed 
him while he reached speeds of  

Wayne MacCallum, aged 
43, of 6 Crown Cottages, Fort 
William, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff court last week after 
committing the offence on the 

followed MacCallum for two 
miles during which time his 
speed peaked at 110mph and he 
crossed the solid white line in 

Sheriff John Herald banned 
MacCallum from driving for 

MEMBERS of Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(ABCD) recently received a £443 cheque from the Lorn 
branch of Royal Scottish Country Dancing Society. 

annual weekend school, which was attended by 166 people, 

chairwoman Joan Robertson are pictured handing over 

Andy Henderson and Ian MacInnes, as branch members 
look on. 15_t14dance01

MOST teenage girls are precious about their hair but 
one Appin girl has vowed to shave her head in to raise 

Inspired by popstar Jessie J, who shaved her head for 
Comic Relief last month, 15-year-old Eilish Thomson 
is hoping to raise at least £500 for the cancer charity by 

The Oban High School pupil told The Oban Times:
‘Quite a few people close to me have had cancer, so I 
knew I wanted to raise money for Cancer Research but 

‘I was sitting at home watching Comic Relief when I 
saw Jessie J getting her head shaved and I thought that 

It might even look quite good!’
Eilish is receiving most of her sponsorship online via 

Freeview viewers 
reminded to 
retune this week 
FREEVIEW viewers in the 
south west Highlands and 
Islands will have retune their 

Some homes have to adjust 
their settings on April 17 as 
part of a move to clear local 
airwaves ahead of the roll out of 

Around 2,000 homes will be 

David Scott, chief executive 
of Digital UK, said: ‘It’s a good 
idea to retune your Freeview 
TV or box regularly to make 
sure your channel list is up to 

‘It usually only takes a few 
minutes but if anyone is unsure 
what to do, there’s plenty of 
information available on our 
website or from our advice line 

Tobermory man  
admits sending
offensive message 
to disabled woman
Sheriff imposes compensation 
and community payback order 
after island ‘nasty incident’

Murray Stormonth of Tobermory admitted sending ‘offensive’ 
text message .

Oban couple celebrate 
60th wedding anniversary

THE FINAL piece of the funding 
jigsaw to revamp Lews Castle in 

Finance Secretary John Swin-

of European money for the 
overhaul in a visit to Lewis last 

Museum and hotel 
The cash will transform the 

‘A’ listed building into a modern 
museum, cultural centre and 

Once the museum opens in late 
2014 or early 2015 it will house 

Viking artefacts are expected to 

Western Isles Council has 
backed the £13 Lews Castle 
project from the beginning and 
lobbied hard for the European 
Regional Development Fund 

million, The Heritage Lottery 
Fund just over £4 million, High-
lands and Islands Enterprise £1 
million and Historic Scotland 

Scottish Government agreed to 

The construction phase will 
bring a welcome jobs boost for 
the island’s beleaguered building 

will offer further employment 

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan expressed satisfaction that 
Gaelic would have a prominent 
role in the museum’s life and 

Boost
He said: ‘The completion of 

this part of the funding process 

for the prospects of the rest of 
the castle building, which has 

will help create a stunningly 
attractive location, I hope, for 

Local MP Angus MacNeil 
said the building would be ‘a 

Final piece 
of funding 
for Lews 
Castle plan

Eilish Thomson will shave her head for charity 
15_t13hair02

Appin girl looks 
forward to close 
shave for charity

Oban man in custody 
after breaking bail 
conditions set              
24 hours earlier

THE ROTARY Club of Lochaber 
has thrown its weight behind a 
Fort William charity event in aid 
of Cancer Research UK later this 

‘Race for Life’, organised by 
local group Lochaber Together, 
will draw hundreds of people to 

To boost fundraising efforts, 

for Life’ campaign to collect 200 
bags of recycled goods for resale 

goods include clothing, shoes, 
handbags, books, CDs, DVDs 
and other saleable items, but 

A donation station has been set 
up at the Nevis Centre where the 

Forty one bags full of dona-
tions have been returned – and 
the Rotary hopes with the help 
of Lochaber people and three 
Scout and Sea Cadet groups, the 
target of 200 bags can be reached 

Rotary club members will also 
be marshaling the race route 

Parks, through Inverlochy Vil-

Club President Sheana Fraser 

is a really worthwhile project and 
the club is proud to be partnering 
Lochaber Together in this com-

‘With an average value of 
£30, the bags of donated goods 
will generate £6,000 of cash for 
Cancer Research UK, a truly 
remarkable achievement that 
will be put to good use in their 

Lochaber Rotary 
backs cancer 
charity event

FINAL preparations are being made for this year’s Fiddlers’ 
Rally, which will feature guest vocalists Alasdair Whyte, Mull, 

Conductor Helen Jordan will lead Oban Lorne Strathspey and 
Reel Society into its 69th annual concert in the Corran Halls on 
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Motivated
The Oban Times

Below: Lady Lovat Primary 
School pupil Wallace Dempster 
from Arisaig and shadow tutor 
Natalie Laing of Spean Bridge 
practice at the group session 

ahead of Friday’s concert.   
20_f15feis01

Shadow tutor Liam Stewart from Fort William is a study in 
concentration at the group session. 20_f15feis02

Fèis Lochabair fiddle 
tutor Allan Henderson 
breaks his class for an 
Oban Times photocall 

with some of his pupils. 
20_f15feis05

One of the shadow tutors at the 
fèis was Hannah MacRae from 

Lochyside. 20_f15feis04 

Right: Emily MacLennan 
of Upper Achintore 

Primary School, left, and 
Orla Soe-Paing from 

Lochyside RC enjoying 
the clarsach class. 

20_f15feis03

LUING

ULLAPOOL

Senior pupils from Glencoe and St Bride’s primary schools enjoyed a visit to the War and Peace Museum in Oban recently.
The youngsters learned about life and events in their local area during World War II through stories told by Bert McBrayne and his 

team at the museum. It was a real hands on experience as the children viewed and handled artefacts from that point of history. 
All children and accompanying teachers thank the staff and volunteers at the War and Peace Museum for making the visit so 

interesting and worthwhile. 

JURA

SOUTH UIST

FORT WILLIAM

SPEAN BRIDGE

Talent shines 
through as fèis 
youngsters hit all 
the right notes

Fèis Latharna guitar tutor Ewan 
MacDonald with his pupils on 

Thursday. 15_t15feis05

The annual litter clean up along the beach at Kilchoan took place 
last Monday amid high spirits and glorious sunshine.  The routine 
is now well established, starting at the Ferry Stores and sweeping 
along the shoreline to end up at the Kilchoan House Hotel.  With 

over a dozen volunteers, the effect was like a swarm of locusts 
descending with a flurry of activity and black plastic bags. When 

they moved on, not a scrap of debris was left to be seen, just a 
pristine shoreline. Photograph by Jon Haylett.

Send your community news to Editor, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or        

email editor@obantimes.co.uk



Thursday 11 April, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7COMMUNITY NEWS

Above left: Tutors Mhairi 
Clelland, Kathleen Clelland 

and Marie Oliver with fèis beag 
(wee fèis) pupils in the Gaelic 

for learners class. 20_f15feis06

A MOIDART self-catering 
business has been awarded 

by national tourism body 
VisitScotland.

Coopers Knowe House gained 

highest standards to guests. 
Features include a step-free 

bedroom with a walk-in wet 
area to cater for anyone with 
disabilities. The property at 

beside Loch Ailort. 
Ms Middleton said she was 

‘delighted’ the business had 
been recognised through the 
VisitScotland scheme.

MOIDART

Kerrera became a family affair as it was ‘all 

brought by the sunny weather.

recently following refurbishment work.

full of walkers and cyclists of all ages who 

island.

the ferryman called to say there were lots of 

Martin and Aideen serve some of their first customers of the opening weekend. 16_t14teagarden01

and friends helping out has been a big bonus. 

bringing lots of people.’

from 10.30am until 4.30pm and this reporter can 
personally recommend the homemade fudgy 
chocolate brownie.

KERRERA

TOTS attending Croileagan na 
h-Appain celebrated Easter at 

amid the sunshine and snow.
The children decorated Easter 

bags before putting them to 
good use in an outdoor Easter 
egg hunt. The afternoon was 

Organisers were grateful to 
-

ic medium unit at Strath of 
Appin Primary School who 
came along to help out. 

Wednesday at Kinlochlaich 

and 3.30pm.

EXTRA tables had to be set 

who came along to the annual 
Christian Aid lunch held on 
April 4 in Appin Village Hall.

As well as meeting old 

books and tradecraft. A large 

games ensured that all stall 

staff were kept busy. Thanks 
go to Janet Fairbairn and her 
committee for organising the 

goods or their time and special 
thanks to those who attended 

welcomed members of Appin 
SWRI to hear speaker Jackie 

APPIN

-
munity Council held its monthly 
meeting in the Astley Hall on 
March 18.

Abridged minutes:  
Matters arising - Letters 

will go out to campsites shortly 
about the proposed placing of 
recycling bins.

ARISAIG

GLENGARRY
THE DATE for this year’s 

Hall. Doors open 1pm.

Round Church 
Daffodil Tea
THE PROCEEDS from 

organised by members of 
Bowmore’s Round Church 

plus and will go towards the 
upkeep of the fabric on the 
island’s most iconic building.

and the music input from local 
school pupils.

Piper Alasdair Currie 
opened the proceedings and 
entertained with a selection 
of songs and Hannah 

and sang to her own harp 
accompaniment.  

Rachel Johnston danced the 
Highland Fling and the Sean 
Triubhais and her brother 
Ryan further entertained 
with song and tin whistle 
selections. Another singing 
instrumentalist was Mairi 

selection was interspersed 

The supper tables were 
tastefully decorated with 
seasonal arrangements 
including a selection of golden 
Easter bunnies generously 
donated by Stuart Hodkinson. 

Mòd Ìle 2013
THERE is still time to obtain 
syllabuses and entry forms 
for Mòd Ìle 2013 which takes 
place in the local high school 
on Saturday June 8.

Mòd secretary Alison 

alisongray@aol.co.uk. 
Closing date for all entries 

is April 20 and no late comers 
will be accepted.

Lifeboat call-out
ISLAY lifeboat was called 
out in the early hours of April 
4 to help the 10-metre yacht 
Skeemin after her engine 

the MacCormick Isles at the 
mouth of Loch Sween. 

The  becalmed lone 

electronic location indicating 
beacon. 

A rescue helicopter also 
responded to the emergency.

lifeboat escorted the stricken 

repairs.

Joint act of 
worship
A JOINT

the linked northern parishes 

Kilmeny Church of Scotland 
on Sunday April 14 at 10am.

This will be conducted by 

minister of Ardrishaig and 

as interim moderator at the 

parishes.
Worshippers should note 

Rhinns churches will take 
place in June and October.

Congratulations
HEARTY congratulations to 
Port Ellen entertainer Siobhan 
MacNab who passed the 
audition and has been awarded 
a place in the Scottish Youth 
Theatre’s performance and 
production summerfest 
programme.

Siobhan is no stranger 
to treading the boards 

instrumentalist. She also 
recently played the lead role 
and acted as director in the 

produced by Scottish actor 

a leg!
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810658.

THE OBAN-based Easter Fèis 

the Scottish Highlands but this 

Primary Campus.
Among those in attendance 

were pupils from a language 

had taken an interest in step 

Dubai and Cambridge.
Fèis Latharna treasurer Ewen 

Above: Oban shinty player 
Malcolm Clark coached the 

youngsters in the sport at Fèis 
Latharna. 15_t15feis01

Left: These youngsters played 
tin whistle with Lochgilphead 

tutor Struan Thorpe at Fèis 
Latharna. 15_t15feis06

Fèis Latharna pupils designed and made their own islands with Laura Currie’s art class. 15_t15feis07

Adam Sutherland travelled from Stratherrick, Loch Ness, to teach fiddle at Fèis Latharna. 15_t15feis04

There was group work with musicians Sileas Sinclair and Joanie Garvin at Fèis Latharna. 15_t15feis02

Fèis Latharna fiddle tutor Ann Barlow with pupils, from left: 
Isla Buchanan, Rowan Drummond, Niamh Cameron and Alyssa 

Dowell. 15_t15feis03

larger classes for group work 
and these tend to be high school 

school age.’

MacLean and guitarist and 

showcase of their talents at a 
concert on Monday to kick off 
the week. 

A ceilidh followed on 
Wednesday night and a concert 
was held in Oban Primary 
Campus to allow the pupils to 
show off what they had learned.

International                 
flavour at             
Fèis Latharna

Islay Letter

SEIL
PRESIDENT of Kilbrandon 
SWRI Linda Brown welcomed 

held in Seil Island Hall.

the Children’s Hospice Associa-
tion Scotland (CHAS).

of the work which CHAS does 

the families of children and 
young people with life-shorten-
ing conditions.

Alison stressed that although 
people come to CHAS for 

happy memories for families to 
treasure. 

offered through Rachel House 
in Kinross and Robin House 

home. Anyone who thinks their 

support which CHAS offers can 

chas.org.uk.

delighted to be able to support 
the wonderful work of CHAS 
by donating the proceeds of the 

for such an interesting and 

Medical practice update 

has been accepted by NHS 
Highland and negotiations are 
now taking place to make it 
happen. 

Treasurer’s report - The 

A bill for hiring the hall for 
meetings of £110 will be paid 
and the secretary’s honorarium 
of £230.

year has now been apportioned: 

Sea and Islands Centre 

- £400 towards the rental of 

- £300 for buoyancy aids and 

- £400.

to the notice of the community 

is looking for a replacement 

They would like to run it as a 

should apparently be ‘arranged’ 

though there should be a month 
for the community to react. 
Contact will be made with 

with this.

reported and has been dealt 
with.

The community council 
would like to state its sadness 

Her contributions to the 

been much appreciated.
Possible road signs for 

shown to the community 
council will be passed on to 
Arisaig Marina for possible use.

Lochaber High School spent 

Highlights included seeing 

walking behind a waterfall and 
paddling to another waterfall 

To cap it all the weather was 
as good as in Lochaber. There 
were rainbows - but only the 
spray from the waterfalls. 
Principal teacher of geography 
Neil Adams led the group.

Lochaber High School pupils were amazed by Iceland’s 
spectacular landscapes.

LOCHABER

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

members at the recent meeting.
She also brought along a 

selection of nutrious recipes 
for members to take home 
and try. Competition results: 

and Brenda MacLeod. Small 

Mrs Ross’ competition was 

Public Exhibition

Musdale wind farm
Ford Village Hall

Tuesday 16th April, 1pm - 7pm

Dalavich Community Centre
Wednesday 17th April, 1pm - 7pm

Kilmore Village Hall
Thursday 18th April, 1pm - 7pm
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PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Times Diary

GENERAL                       
KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD

Last 
week’s 
solution

Feis Glaschu 2013 
CAN YOU imagine more than 
110 youngsters, aged from 
pre-school to second year, all 
calmly taking part in activities 
during their school holidays?  

That is what I witnessed 
when I visited Fèis Glaschu 
in the Junior School of 
Hutcheson’s Grammar 
School. Just four years ago 

those attending showed that 
60 per cent were under eight 
years of age but much to the 
delight of organisers that has 
evolved so that 70 per cent are 
now over that age with many 
of the youngsters attending 
each year.  

During their time at the 
Fèis the youngsters, who 
speak and are spoken to in 
Gaelic, experience all of the 
traditional activities you 
would expect but there are 

comedy and baking. 
With a Glasgow location the 

organisers are able to source 
young students to do much 
of the tutoring and this also 
contributes to the ambience of 
the event. 

Much of the credit for the 
success is down to the hard 
work of Helen Buchanan and 
her helpers and they are very 
appreciative of the assistance 
of Fèisean nan Gaidheal and 
Glasgow Life. 

Easter tour
ON THE
three-concert tour, the Year 
2 students of the Royal 
Conservatoire Traditional 
Music Course stayed in 
Glasgow just moving across 
the road to the National Piping 
Centre.

And this was one of the best 
concerts I have attended in 
recent years.  

The theme for the evening 
was variety with students 

Shetland to Connecticut in 
the USA and in turn playing 
the full range of traditional 
instruments. An important 
constituent of the student’s 
work is composing so 
throughout the evening the 
audience was treated to much 
of their own work, although 
there were also some old 
favourites, particularly from 

members of the 13 total. 
Working together was also 

showcased as the students 
played in small groups as well 
as the full ensemble. 

Concerts provided by 
students of the traditional 
course are always worth 
attending and the next one 
will again be in the National 
Piping Centre on Tuesday 
April 30. 

CD launch
A FEW years ago I drew 
attention to a group of 
youngsters from Tiree who 
were coming to Glasgow to 

I am delighted to announce 
that on Friday April 19 Trail 

CD, One That Got Away, in 
the Park Bar at 9pm. 

In the intervening years the 
group, Ian Smith, accordion;  
Andrew Findlater, drums; 
and Alain Campbell, guitar 
and bagpipes, all from Tiree, 
have been joined by Seonaidh 
MacIntre, bagpipes and multi 
instruments, from South Uist 
and have taken the ceilidh 
scene by storm. The new 
CD promises to do the same. 
Angus Macphail of Skipinnish 
said: ‘This CD is guaranteed 
to put all who listen to it in the 
mood for parties and drams. 
Dangerously good! A great 
band and a fantastic CD.’ 

Now they are Glasgow-

BLIADHNAICHEAN air ais choinnich mi air deagh charaid 

tric a’ cuimhneachadh air na faclan glic a thuirt e rium an latha 

Jong-Un, an deachdaire a tha a’ riaghladh Coiria a Tuath, a’ 
bagairt ‘ionnsaighean gun truas’ a thoirt air Coiria a Deas agus 
Ameireagaidh. Canaidh cuid nach eil an seo ach buamastaire-
achd dhuine òg aineolach a’ feuchainn ri e fhèin a dhearbhadh 

sin gun mhodh faighneachd neo cothrom taghaidh dhan t-slu-
agh a th’ air an cumail ann am bochdainn agus ann an aineolas 

-
agaidh a tha gan cumail air ais. Ged a tha mòran armachd aig 

fuilteach adhbharachadh  a dh’aindeoin sin. Tha eòlaichean 

ann an oisean agus gum feum e ionnsaigh armaichte a thoirt 
air cuideigin gus a chuid ìomhaigh phoilitigeach a ghleidheadh. 
Ach a rèir an Àrd-Ollamh Sue Mi Terry bho Oilthigh Cholum-
bia ‘chan eil adhbhar cus dragh a ghabhail oir cha tèid cus a 
mharbhadh’. Carson nach eil mi air mo riarachadh le leithid sin 

’s gum bheil eachdraidh a’ dearbhadh gach latha nach ann san 

tha cumhachd aig mòran aca! Chan eil teagamh agam nach eil 
feadhainn am measg luchd- airm agus phoilitigs Ameireagaidh 
fhèin a bhios a’ faicinn an t-suidheachaidh seo mar chothrom 

t-siostam riaghlaidh ainneartach a th’ ann. Agus ’s e an cunnart 

Jong-Un, le leisgeul gum bheil iad gan dìon fhèin!
Cha robh riamh uimhir a dh’fheum air gliocas mo sheann 

charaid còir gus conaltradh sìobhalta a ghleidheadh thar 

POWER corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely! 
It is frightening to think that one dictator might threaten war 

to boost his image as a leader. Some analysts believe this is 

face. Even more worrying is the fact that powerful hawks in 
other countries might see this as an opportunity to eradicate an 
oppressive regime. 
Let’s give peace a chance!
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

launch should be in the city 
but others should not feel  
deprived as the following 
night, April 20, they will be 
back home in An Talla, Tiree, 
for a launch at 8pm, followed 
by a dance, and then on April 
21 they will be at Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House, Oban, with 
the launch at 8.30pm and the 
dance at 10pm. On April 27, 
they will be in Macgochans, 
Tobermory, as part of the Mull  
Music Festival. 

Reminder
TOMORROW evening  
(Friday) the annual charity 
ceilidh in aid of Erskine 
Hospital, organised by 
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association, will 
take place in the Napier Hall, 

Gaels ri Ceile
THE NEXT Gaels ri Ceile 
event will take place on 
Saturday April 20 with the 
daytime events taking place 

Street with the West of 
Scotland Cricket Club on Peel 
Street, Partick, the evening 
venue. Details next week.

Ceilidh dance
ON FRIDAY April 19, 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir is 
organising a ceilidh dance in 
Glasgow University Union at 
8pm with Deoch ’n Dorus. 

Tickets, £7, are available at 
the door or telephone 07810 
522847.

Gaelic Day
CLANN Gaidhlig has 
organised a Gaelic Day in 

Street, Paisley, on Saturday 
April 20 from 9.30am.  

More details next week.

Diary dates 
Friday April 12: Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association, Erskine Ceilidh, 

7.30pm - see above.
Saturday April 13: Scottish 
Piper’s Professional and 
Former Winners Solo 
Piping Competition, College 
of Piping, 9am. Donald 
MacPherson Memorial 
Recital, College of Piping, 
7pm for 7.30pm. Paisley 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm.  
Donnie Munro, Queen’s Hall, 
Edinburgh.
Tuesday April 16: Aye Write 
Festival with Angus Peter 
Campbell, Mitchell Library, 
7.30-8.30pm. Live at the Star, 
Admiral Bar, 72 Waterloo 
Street, 8pm, Sara Grey and 

Wednesday April 17: Aye 
Write Festival, Mitchell 
Library, 7.30pm.
Thursday April 18: Aye 
Write Festival, Mitchell 
Library, Aonghas MacNeacail, 
7.30pm.
Friday April 19: Trail West 
CD launch - see above. 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir 
Ceilidh Dance - see above. 
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm, 
Mairead Green and Anna 
Massie.
Saturday April 20:
Gaels ri Ceile - see above.  
Highlander’s Club, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 8pm, James 
Coutts’ Band.

Pub scene
FROM 2PM on Sunday, 
the Park Bar will host an 
accordion day while on Friday 
the music will be provided by 
Scott Harvey and by Robert 
Robertson on Saturday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Parting Glass on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

This week’s flashback photograph, submitted by a reader, features Oban’s Boys Brigade Company from the 1950s. Please send prints 
to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a 
caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Boys Brigade in the 1950s

Housing fund a 
major success
Sir,
I note with concern the letter in 
last week’s Oban Times from 
Alastair Redman from Islay 
relating to the funds held by 
Argyll and Bute Council in its 
Strategic Housing Fund. 

The letter asks when the ‘hard 
pressed Council Tax payer can 

from this fund’?
As a member of Islay 

Community Council, I would 
have expected Mr Redman to 
have been well aware of the 

to provide across Argyll and 
Bute and the large number of 
affordable homes that have 
been built with support from the 
fund.

The balance of the fund at the 
end of March 2013 was projected 
to be £5.140 million and not the 
£8.652 stated by Mr Redman.

I would also like to point out 
to Mr Redman that the fund is 

need across Argyll and Bute and 

payer, as he puts it.
If Mr Redman looks on the 

council website, he will note that 
the council recently allocated £18 
million for housing initiatives 
over the next three years with 
£8.35 million allocated from the 
fund. Along with £9.5 million 
allocated from reserves, this will 

housing need across Argyll and 
Bute.

Mr Redman is clearly not aware 
that only three weeks ago, the 
council allocated approximately 
£4.5 million for housing projects.
Even on his own doorstep, major 
housing developments at Port 
Ellen and Bowmore are being 
progressed.

I would suggest Mr Redman 
invites councillor Robin Currie 
from Islay along to an Islay 
Community Council meeting to 

to him and his colleagues. There 
should be no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that the Strategic Housing 
Fund has been a major success 
story for the people of Argyll 
and Bute since it was set up eight 
years ago and will continue to be 
so while I am the lead councillor 
for Strategic Housing within 
Argyll and Bute Council.
Councillor George Freeman, 
Lead Councillor for 
Community, Culture and 
Strategic Housing, Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Oban Airport’s 
little sister
Sir,
The imminent birth of Oban 
Transit Marina, a proposal that 
has already been proven to be 
non-viable, will be delivered by 
Argyll and Bute Council to add 
to its family of white elephants.

Although smaller in scale to its 
larger sister Oban Airport, both 
projects will be sustained at the 
expense of public and private 
sector job losses, the loss of 
services to the wider community 
and missed opportunities to 
improve the wellbeing of the 
community as a whole.

The transit marina proposal 
is an exercise in creating 30 
transit/overnight berths for £3-4 
million pounds of borrowed 
public funding. There is no 
private sector money being 
invested in the creation of this 
transit marina because it is not a 
viable commercial proposal.

We have known since 2010 that 
the transit marina model being 
proposed is not viable. Today 

in 2013, the project is smaller 
and is costing more. Instead of 
ignoring the fact the proposed 
business model is unsustainable, 
why can’t we look at a business 
model that will deliver the 30 
transit berths and actually give 
us a sustainable return for the 
millions we are going to spend?

Some of us have known for 
some time that marine tourism is 
more than capable of delivering 

Why is the council choosing 
an unsustainable proposal to 
tap into a sustainable growing 
sector of the local economy? It 
makes no sense.

As a town we have two unique 
areas of sustainable growth to 

for all - marine tourism and our 
arts and culture. The near £7m of 
Oban CHORD money we have to 
invest is being squandered away 
on a non viable transit marina 
and landscaping improvements 
with no unique aspect, such as 
an iconic arts and culture centre, 
which would give more meaning 
to it. 

Bad decisions, missed 
opportunities and not being 
able to change and adapt to the 
challenges before us are the 
exposed weaknesses of our 
council. 
Ian Dougall, Oban.

Gallant     
engineers
Sir,
Congratulations and heartfelt 
thanks are due to the gallant 
Scottish Hydro Electric 
engineers who fought the most 
atrocious weather conditions in 
the recent high winds to restore 
power supplies as quickly as 
possible.

Here in Barcaldine we had a 
four-hour power cut followed 
by one of 27 hours which wasn’t 

Arran, but quite bad enough for 
us, thank you!

But these men battled on in 
the teeth of the gale, felling and 
clearing fallen trees and power 
cables. They never stopped once 
in all these hours.

Our power was on again three 
quarters of an hour earlier than 
forecast. So well done the good 
old ‘Hydro Board’ and thanks 

service’.
Margaret MacKay, 
Barcaldine.

No thought for 
people, homes   
and jobs
Sir
Angus Campbell is absolutely 
right, The Oban Times, March 
21.

Unfortunately the last time 
anyone gave a thought to people, 
homes and jobs was in the 19th 
century when philanthropic 

built homes - good homes - for 
their workers and kept them in 
employment. 

I wrote 40 years ago to a 
publication stating that if we 
kept the income from tourism at 
a level of 30 to 35 per cent this 
would allow more mundane, yet 
no less important, trades and 
concerns to survive and thrive. 
If, however, we allowed tourism 
to take a greater slice of the 
economic pie, it would tip the 
balance.  

Other businesses would fail 
and we would be left with a 
part time seasonal economy 
frantically trying to extend the 
season and looking for the next 
million pound boost for the area 

A prime example of the scales 
tipping is Easdale Island. In the 
’90s its population had built up 
from a handful in the ’60s to 
about 90. They applied for grants 
to build a hall - the contractor 
went broke - and buy other 
things. They argued their case 
on the grounds there was a new 
dynamic feel to the island, they 
could build affordable houses 
and raise the population.  

They bought the museum with 
a grant; the harbour, with a grant. 
The harbour is in almost the 
same state as it was in the mid 
1990s. Many of those who were 
pushing for this better brighter 
Easdale have long since left the 
island and there are now, I’m 
told, about 35 souls left. So in 
effect we, the public, have spent 
just over a million pounds to 
halve the population of Easdale.  

Meanwhile potholes get deeper 
and people get poorer. 

As a footnote, is the £2.5m for 
CHORD consultancy to be taken 
from the original £10m or is that 
an addition?
George Doyle, 41 Ellenabeich, 
Easdale.

Thanks from the 
Easter Bunny
Sir,
A big thank you to all the children 
that came to see me this Easter at 
The Royal Hotel in Oban. 

You made me feel so welcome 

year. 
I would also like to thank 

and The Royal Hotel for their 
donations and support that 
enabled the event to go so well. 
Sent via Lesley Blair-
Simmonds, Chairwoman, 
RBLS Oban Branch.

Young Islay 
islanders have 
their say
Sir,
As a member of the panel, I was 
very happy with the success of 
the recent youth question time at 
Islay High School. 

I was even happier with the 
results of the straw poll on 
Scottish independence involving 
more than 100 students between 
the age of 16 to 17. Four raised 
their hands for separation and 
the remaining 100-plus raised 
their hands for staying in the 

A landslide result for the 
unionist youth vote on Islay of 
about 96 per cent to four per 
cent.
Alastair Redman, Islay.

Big cat research
Sir,
We are big cat researchers from 
Big Cats in Britain who are 
interested in meeting or talking 
with people who have seen a big 
cat or found evidence that may 
point towards a large feline.

We are appealing for witnesses 
to any big cats in the area, old or 
new, to try and establish a pat-
tern of the animal(s) movements. 
No matter how trivial they may 
think their experience to be, 
we would still like to hear from 

them. We are also appealing for 
anyone who has found prints, 
taken pictures or video footage 
to contact us. Personal details 
and even locations will be kept 

would also like to hear from any 
landowners who are willing to 
allow us to set up quietly with 
the minimum of fuss on their 
land for a few days. We currently 
have more than 60 remote infra-
red trail cameras in locations all 
over the country in the hope of 
catching one of these animals 

the lookout for new locations to 
place them. 

Our researchers are based 
in various parts of the coun-
try and are able to follow 
up sightings if they deem 
further research is necessary.
Mark Fraser, wwwbig-
catsinbritain.org.uk. 

Tax cuts
Sir,
I was astonished to read Mr 
Laing’s claim that the Council 
Tax is the only tax which hasn’t 
gone up. 

has cut income tax for many 
working people on low and mid-
dle incomes by £700 a year. This 
is the result of implementing the 
Lib Dem policy of increasing the 
personal allowance to £10,000. 
This Government cut fuel duty 
by 1p a litre on the mainland and 
by 6p on the islands. I can’t sup-
port Mr Laing’s demand that we 
take food out of the mouths of 
starving people in the developing 
world. The point I was making 
was that nine years of Council 
Tax freeze has brought us to a 
situation in which the council 
says it can no longer afford to 
support frail elderly people 
properly. This is unacceptable.
Alan Reid MP.

Pre-wedding 
rituals for women
Sir,
I am researching pre-wedding 
rituals for women and wondered 
if readers could help?

Weddings are an important 
part of Scottish family culture, 
whether you are young or old, 
rich or poor, from the town or 
the country. 

about the blackening for women 
which appears to remain popular 
in certain parts of Scotland. I 
would like to determine the geo-
graphic spread of the blackening 
for women and would like to hear 
if the blackening takes place in 
your area. Of course, you may 
call it something different.  

I would like to gather personal 
accounts of blackenings and 
would be delighted to hear 
your stories, whether that was 
last year or 50 years ago. If the 
blackening for women is not 
traditional to your area can you 
tell me if there are any other 
pre-wedding traditions unique 
to your area? 
Sheila Young, The Elphinstone 
Institute, University of Aber-
deen, MacRobert Building, 
King’s College, Old Aberdeen, 
AB24 5UA. sheila.young@
abdn.ac.uk

Across
1 Weak (7)
5 Delicacies (5)
8 Computer bug (5)
9 Open fingers to stop wishing for luck (7)
10 One who gossips (13)
11 Light meat (6)
12 Essential organs (6)
15 Kindergarten (7,6)
18 Consumer (3,4)
19 Sight nerve (5)
20 Tracker's trail (5)
21 Analyze (7)

Down
1 High ones to greet (5)
2 Land (7)
3 One which gives out notes (4,9)
4 Twice the amount (6)
5 Bravery award (8,5)
6 Beside (5)
7 Abandons (7)
11 Crazy (7)
13 A disciple (7)
14 Amalgam (6)
16 Airwaves device (5)
17 Allowed (5)
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ACCORDING to one internet dating site Easter really is fun for 
all ages – new research has discovered there could be additional 
advantages to buying your partner an Easter egg.

A study by married dating site Illicit Encounters has revealed 
that 78 per cent of women say eating high quality dark 
chocolate helps get them in the mood for lovemaking.

A study conducted by urologists from Milan’s San Raffaele 
hospital revealed that women who have a daily intake of 
chocolate showed higher levels of desire than women who did 
not have this habit. But don’t be tempted to scrimp – 48 per cent 
of women said they would be put off a lover if he bought her a 
‘cheap’ box of milk chocolates!

has developed a craving for lavender shortbread during her 
pregnancy.

It prompted a recall of the successful menu put forward by the 
pupils of St Columba’s Primary School, Oban, for their Cook 
for the Queen competition entry. 

meal for the Queen as part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
last year.

Looking back at our records, the St Columba’s menu included: 
salmon, mackerel, cheese, ham and duck as well as chocolates 
and – you’ve guessed it – lavender shortbread. 

Primary Campus?

Dry spell raises burning question
AS WE go to press, North Argyll was entering its 53rd day without 

across the Highlands.
With temperatures being so low, there can be no natural way for 

It beggars belief that, given the dry spell and the obvious hazard 

taking every precaution to keep the burning under control.  
While most will no doubt have nothing but good intentions to clear 

land of useless scrub, there can be little excuse for not anticipating 
possible problems and eliminating them before lighting.

Accidents do happen, with discarded cigarettes or matches likely 
causes. Again, mostly this can be prevented with a bit of thought.

Either way, it’s up to us to keep our land - and the animals that 
inhabit it - safe.  
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A SOUTH Lochaber youth 
initiative has been saved after 
a last-ditch community cash 
appeal netted £11,500.

The Two Lochs Youth Project 
was considering paying off 
Kinlochleven High School 
-based youth worker Justin 
Richards as funding ran low last 
autumn.

But after S4 pupil Bethany 
Hardman and her friends set up 
a ‘Save Our Justin’ Facebook 
page to highlight the crisis the 
campaign took off.

And the amazing community 
response means Mr Richards 
will now continue in post until at 
least March 2014.

Two Lochs committee member 
Melville Paton is secretary of the 

project from closure.
He told The Oban Times: ‘Last 

October it looked pretty bleak 
and we were not sure whether we 
could continue to employ Justin.

‘So we set up a new website 

1,600 doors in south Lochaber 
- and now all communities 
around Loch Leven know of our 
existence. We set ourselves a 
target of 100 standing orders of 
£10 per month and we already 

Police files
A WINDOW of a residential 
property on Wallace Place, 
Fort William, was deliberately 
damaged at around 10pm on 
Monday April 1.

A CAR parked at the Premier 
Inn, An Aird, Fort William was 
damaged sometime between 
2.45pm and 4.45pm on Sunday 
March 31.

A CAMERA was stolen 
from within the Onich Hotel 
sometime between 1.20pm and 
2.20pm on Sunday March 31.

 Anyone with any knowledge 
of the above incidents is asked 
to contact Fort William Police 

01397 702000 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111. AN ARDGOUR woman who 

claimed she was too drunk to 
take a breathalyser test has been 
banned from driving for a year 

Lorna Kennedy’s Volkswagen 
Golf was stopped by police on 
Achintore Road in Fort William 
at 2.40am on December 8 after 
being seen speeding round the 
West End roundabout.

Glencoe man 
admits assaulting 
teenage girl
A GLENCOE man has admitted 
assaulting a teenage girl by 
trying to drag her out of a chair 
by her hair.

Charles Lear, of Croft 2, 
Tigh Phuirt, also pled guilty 
to grabbing the girl’s arm on 
March 5.

The 60-year-old crofter had 
been appointed by Highland 
Council to tutor the teenager 
before her upcoming standard 
grade exams.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin 
ordered Lear to be of good 
behaviour for three months to 
‘ensure there is no repeat’ of the 
incident.

Green light for 
new 83-turbine 
wind farm
A CONTROVERSIAL 
application for a massive new 
83-turbine wind farm near Fort 
Augustus has been given the go 
ahead by Highland councillors 
after a site visit.

Members of the south 
planning applications 
committee raised no objections 
to Scottish and Southern 
Energy’s plans for the 300MW 
farm at Stronelairg on the 
Garrogie Estate, along with 
nearly 60kms of new roads and 
a number of new buildings, such 
as a sub station and a control 
building.

The councillors visited the 
estate and afterwards held a 
debate, before the vote was 
carried by 11 to three, subject 
to certain amendments such as 
cutting the number of turbines 
to 67.

Highland Council planners 
had recommended the 
committee did not object 
to the project. The Scottish 
Government will make the 

and have consulted Highland 
Council before holding a vote of 
their own.

MALLAIG Lifeboat crew came to the aid of the 
crew of a Skye-based yacht which ran aground at 
Knoydart last Friday.

The 36-foot long Janet MacArthur, of the 
Ardvasar company Isle of Skye Yachts, put out a 
distress call after hitting ground in Sandaig Bay. 

The lifeboat crew attempted to tow the vessel to 
safety but found themselves unable to because of 
an ebbing tide. 

Return
Instead, a decision was taken to escort the crew 

back to land and return for the yacht later.

PREPARATIONS are well 
underway for the third annual 
charity event Run Together, with 
hundreds of locals expected to 
take part on Saturday April 27.

Participants will walk, jog or 

the BA Club, up to Inverlochy 
and loop back to the BA to raise 
money for Cancer Research 
UK.

The Lochaber Together event 
has raised more than £20,000 in 
the previous two years.

The race is being supported by 
Lochaber Rotary Club, who will 
marshal the course.

The club has also launched a 
campaign to collect 200 bags 
of recycled goods for re-sale by 
Cancer Research UK.

A donation station has been 
set up at Nevis Centre where 
donation bags can be uplifted and 

Local youngster Craig 

THE DEATH of a World War II 
pilot who lost his life after crashing 

Nevis due to engine problems will 

a wreath laying ceremony next 
month.

The memorial ceremony for 
Canadian Jack McDonell - who 
died on May 16 1943 -  comes as 
the result of eight months hard work 
and research by Lochaber Historical 
Society chairman Robert Cairns.

hitting Meall an t-Suidhe during the 
society’s ‘Lochaber at War’ project.

He contacted the Canadian 
High Commission in London 
for information from the Royal 
Canadian Air Force while Hendon 
Museum provided the original crash 
report.

Four wreaths will be laid 
simultaneously at 2.20pm on May 
16, 70 years to the day FO McDonell 
lost his life.

Mr Cairns told The Oban Times:
‘This is one of the biggest events in 
the society’s history and is also being 
commemorated by the Canadian 
government.

‘The Queen has read the report and 
wants to be kept in touch. She wrote 
back to say she could not make it but 
is very interested in the event.

‘Members of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland will go up Meall an 

AWARD winning Arisaig wedding band Wonderland 
have marked their 20th anniversary by netting another 

Scottish Wedding Awards.
The band, led by Steve Brown, have been shortlisted in 

the wedding entertainment category for the North West 

the Crowne Plaza in Glasgow on Monday April 22.  If they 
win, they will be up for the prize of overall winner in the 
wedding entertainment category.

Mr Brown said: ‘We are absolutely delighted to be in the 

voting for us. The past 12 months have been our busiest to 

parties and corporate functions. This year is our 20th 
anniversary too so it really is welcome recognition for our 
sustained effort.’

Members of the public have voted for their favourites 
in each category. Wonderland previously won the VOWS 
Award in 2011 and were nominated for the same prize last 
year.

have 24, to each of which the 
taxman adds £2.50.

‘We are now in a position to 
continue for another year - and 
have extended Justin’s contract 
until March 31 2014.’

Mr Paton, from North 
Ballachulish, added: ‘It is a 
slight step of faith because we do 
not have all the money in place. 
But we have been encouraged 
by the support we have received 

has a future.’
Mr Richards, who last week 

led Kinlochleven High School 
pupils on an activities break at 
Badaguish Outdoor Centre at 
Aviemore, said he was ‘really 
humbled’ by the response. He 
told The Oban Times: ‘People 
really do value the project and 
see how much an asset it is to 
the area. I believe it has received 
so much support because it 
is regarded as very much a 
community-based project. We 
would like to continue what we 
are doing but expand on it. 

‘We are already starting to 

Kinlochleven High School pupils enjoyed their time at Badaguish Outdoor centre last week. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

collect backpacks and school 
items to send to Mary’s Meals 
for Malawi to support a personal 
development course there.

‘The Two Lochs is very much 
needed locally because there is 
not much for young people to 
do.’

Two Lochs runs 12-18 youth 
clubs in all south Lochaber 
villages, including Duror and 
Kentallen, Onich, Glencoe and 
Kinlochleven and Ballachulish, 
where up to 60 youngsters drop 
in at the village hall every Friday 
night.

The project also provides a 
Sunday evening youth fellowship 
group in a local church and 
regular adventure trips.

Set up in 2007 through the now-
closed Church of Scotland Parish 
development fund and Lloyds 
TSB Scotland, the initiative 
gained wide ecumenical support 
from across south Lochaber.

Rev Malcolm Kinnear, 
minister of the linked parish 
of Kinlochleven and Nether 
Lochaber, told The Oban Times:
‘It is good for our young people 
to have a point of contact with 
a youth worker as they often 
need a bit of extra advice and 
guidance.’

The sun shone for last year’s run, which was won by Craig 
MacLean, centre. 20_f15run01

Pilot Jack McDonell’s death will be marked 70 years on. 

Lochaber Historical Society 
chairman Robert Cairns has played 
a key role in unearthing the details 

of the plane crash. 20_f15robert01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

t-Suidhe with Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue team to the crash site to lay 
a wreath.

‘At the same time wreaths are 
getting laid at his grave in Inverness 
by the Royal BLS and next to the 
plaque at Glen Nevis Visitor Centre 
erected in his memory.

‘In Jack McDonell’s home town 
of Smithers, British Columbia, 
Councillor and Lord Provost Harry 
Krusselbrink will also lay a wreath.’

Jack McDonell was born in 
Smithers in 1921. His mother Nellie 
died when he was two and he was 
brought up by his auntie. He has no 
living relatives.

The pilot died at the scene of 
the crash and is buried in a war 
grave in Tomnahurich Cemetery in 
Inverness.

Most of the aircraft was 
successfully removed after the crash 
and the exact location of the accident 
had not been determined. 

Mr Cairns said: ‘The description 
of the location is very loose and 
Melantee is a huge mountain. We 
have been asked by the War Graves 
Commission to survey and identify 
the crash site and supply accurate 
grid references.’

Lochaber Rotary Club has donated 
a metal detector and headphones to 

help identify the site of the impact.
President Sheana Fraser said: 

‘We felt privileged to support this 
very worthwhile local organisation. 
They have already done invaluable 
work in locating and surveying the 
‘decoy’ aluminium factory and we 
wish them every success in their 
latest project.’

Arisaig band celebrates 20th anniversary with award nomination

Pilot Jack’s death to be marked 
with wreath laying ceremony

Last ditch 
community
appeal saves 
youth project

Mallaig Lifeboat attempts to tow the stricken yacht back to safety. Photograph courtesy of Seabridge Knoydart.

Constable Bradley O’Neill 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
Kennedy smelled of alcohol 
and slurred her words. After 
repeated attempts, the 22-year-
old nursing student was able to 
take a roadside breathalyser, 
which gave a positive reading 
before being taken to Fort 
William Police Station where 
she was unable to provide further 

specimens. Defending, Craig 
Wood said Kennedy being drunk 
was a valid reason for not taking 

should have asked her for blood 
or urine samples instead.

But Sheriff Noel McPartlin 
disagreed and found Kennedy, 
of Tigh na Sealgair, 4 Clovullin, 
guilty of failing to provide breath 
specimens.

Mallaig Lifeboat rescues stricken yacht

Ardgour woman guilty of 
failing to give breath test 

Newsdesk 
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703003

MacLean will be aiming for a 
third successive race win and 
will be looking to beat last year’s 

seconds.
As well as the run, there is 

also a family fun day with a 
strongman competition after 
the last competitor crosses the 
line. A children’s area will be 
open from 12pm with a bouncy 
castle.

Delight at Two Lochs funding

Hundreds expected to Run Together

Play park 
gets Big 
Lottery
cash boost
A COMMUNITY plan to create 
a new play park in Fort William 
has been given a £10,000 boost 
from the Big Lottery.

Plantation Community As-
sociation (PCA) was awarded 
the grant towards its project to 
create Pine Grove Park at the site 
of an old golf course.

the Fairfax Trust, is currently an 
overgrown area of land which 
the PCA hopes to develop into 

-
ness trail, a wildlife/nature area, 
together with a series of paths 
with seating and viewpoints 
alongside dog walking facilities. 

A junior mountain biking area 
is also planned with the aim of 
inspiring local youngsters to-
wards the world class mountain 
biking events at Nevis Range.

PCA chairwoman Helen Mac-
Kenzie of Kennedy Road said 
she was ‘absolutely delighted’ 
with the funding award.

She said: ‘This is a major 
achievement by the PCA and 
demonstrates all our hard work 
has been worthwhile. However, 
there is still a long way to go and 
we need the community behind 
us to carry it forward to the next 
stage. We are also grateful to 
Duncan Fairfax-Lucy for agree-
ing to make the land available 
to us for community use. Our 
open day on April 12 last year 
demonstrated overwhelming 
community support for the 
project but we need to translate 
that support into real action.’ 

A further open day is planned 
to allow local input before the 

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

www.aandbel.co.uk
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• CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
• UNDERFLOOR HEATING 
• OIL FIRED NATURAL GAS

• LPG • SOLID FUEL
• COMPLETE BATHROOMS

SUPPLIED & FITTED 
• TILING, BATHROOMS & KITCHENS

• JOINER & ELECTRICAL WORK
•NEW BUILDS & COMPLETE 

RENOVATIONS

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512
Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Monday 15th April 2.30-3.30pm Thorfin House, Dingwall
Friday 19th April 11.00-1145am Fort William Service Point
Friday 19th April 12.15-1.00pm Caol Community Centre
Friday 19th April 3.00-3.45pm Mallaig Community Centre

DAVE THOMPSON
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch (SNP)
Will be holding the following surgeries :

To allow constituent to discuss matters they wish to raise - no appointment necessary
Constituency Office:

Thorfin House, Bridgend Business Park, Dingwall, Ross-shire IV15 9SL
Tel 01349 864701

Email: dave.thompson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
www.davethompsonmsp.org

A NEW Tesco superstore 
planned for Fort William will not 
open until 2015 at the earliest, 
The Oban Times can reveal.

Rumours began to circulate 
around the town after work on 
the 60,000ft store at Blar Mhor 
failed to get underway at the 
end of last year as previously 
planned.

And now the supermarket 

will open ‘no earlier than 2015’.
A spokesperson for Tesco 

said: ‘We remain committed 
to delivering our new Tesco 
superstore at Blar Mhor. 
Build programmes for our 
developments have to be 
considered against other 
developments in the UK and 
as part of our current store 
build programme we are 
working towards opening 
our new store at Blar Mohr 

RESURFACING work which 
would have seen the A82 closed 
at Onich for a further two weeks 
later this month have been 
shelved after negative reaction 
from local businesses.

Transport Scotland announced 
in late March it planned to close 
the road overnight from Sunday 
April 21.

But complaints from locals 
forced a re-think and the work 
has now been postponed until at 
least 2014.

A BANAVIE woman caught 
drink driving recorded one of 
the highest readings seen at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Sine Ross, of Shenghan Croft, 

times the legal limit when she 
was breathalysed by police on 
Sunday evening.

The 48-year-old had earlier 
been in a local shop where 
another woman smelled alcohol 
on her and called police when 
she saw Ross driving away.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
said: ‘This is one of the highest 
readings any of us have ever 
seen.’

Concern
Deferring sentencing to April 

24, Sheriff Noel McPartlin said: 
‘The level of alcohol in your 
system is obviously of some 
concern. 

‘For that reason I think it is 
appropriate to obtain a report 
on you from the social work 
department.’

Appearing from custody, Ross 
pled guilty to drink driving on 
the A830 at Corpach and the 
B8004 at Banavie.

Ross was one of six people 
arrested and taken into custody 
last weekend in the Highlands 
and Islands for drink driving.

Caught
Divisional Commander Chief 

Superintendent Julian Innes said: 
‘We will continue to proactively 
enforce drink driving laws and if 
you drink and drive, you will be 
caught.

‘A number of these individuals 
were caught as a result of 
information from members of 
the public. 

‘If you are aware of anyone 
driving whilst under the 

contact police on 101. 
‘You may save a life.’

Online voters pick 
MV Loch Seaforth
as new ferry name

CALEDONIAN Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) has 
announced the name for the 
new Stornoway-Ullapool 
ferry, which will be launched in 
February next year.

An online poll was carried out 
with MV Loch Seaforth proving 
most popular, garnering 40 per 
cent of the votes cast.

The 116-metre vehicle 
passenger ferry will have a 
capacity for 700 passengers, 
and 143 cars or 20 commercial 
vehicles.

CMAL chief executive Guy 
Platten said: ‘We are excited 
that voters have chosen a name 

of both the Outer Hebrides and 
the MacBrayne mail boats.’

The previous MV Loch 
Seaforth was a MacBrayne 
mailboat that linked Stornoway 
with Mallaig and Kyle of 
Lochalsh from 1947 until 1972. 

THE FIRST legal whisky distillery in 
Ardnamurchan got a special visitor on Monday 
- Prince Albert II of Monaco.

His Royal Highness and his wife Princess 
Charlene of Monaco visited the site of Adelphi’s 
new distillery at Glenbeg, where construction 
work started in January.

The Prince planted a Royal Birch tree during a 
ceremony to mark the completion of ground works 
for the multi-million pound project, following 
a gala dinner at nearby Glenborrodale Castle on 
Sunday night.

Adelphi Distillery chairman Keith Falconer 
said: ‘We are honoured and indebted to HRH 
Prince Albert for his visit and taking time to plant 

a commemorative tree. This marks the completion 

distilleries. We provide a world class product to a 
worldwide market and this very special recognition 
of our product, our vision and our investment 
by Prince Albert is very welcome, and we look 
forward to opening Scotland’s newest distillery by 
the year end.’

Adelphi plan for work to be complete before the 

December. 
A peated and non-peated single malt called The 

Ardnamurchan will be produced. A visitor centre 
will also be created at the distillery.

Public meetings
on BID plans

A SERIES of public 
information events will be held 
throughout Lochaber in coming 
weeks to promote plans to 
create a Business Improvement 
District (BID) for the area.

held in the Nevis Centre on 
Tuesday, before travelling to 
Invergarry, Spean Bridge, 
Acharacle, Strontian, Mallaig, 
Kinlochleven and Glencoe.

Local businesses will be asked 
to vote on the BID proposal, 
which would see every business 
pay a small extra tax on a 
regular basis.

The funds collected would be 
pooled and invested back into 

to market the area, including 
local campaigns and events, to 
encourage more people to the 
area.

HRH Prince Albert II of Monaco marked the completion of ground works at the Ardnamurchan 
distillery by planting a tree. 

no earlier than 2015. We will 
continue to keep the community 
updated. Meanwhile our town 
centre store continues to trade 
well and remains popular with 
customers.’

Local councillor Bill Clark told 
The Oban Times he was ‘sorely 
disappointed’ to hear about the 
delay.

Disappointment
He said: ‘This is a big, big 

disappointment. We were told 
the new store would be open by 
Christmas last year.

‘I am relieved that they are still 
going ahead, because there’s 
been a lot of rumours going 
about the town. But ‘no earlier 

than 2015’ does not mean it will 
open in 2015, it could be even 
later than that.’

Work has already started on 
the new joint police station and 
ambulance base on the 110-acre 
Blar site, with building expected 

2013, while the creation of a 
new roundabout on the A830 
at the entrance to the site was 
completed last year.

Meanwhile, Tesco has lodged 
plans with Highland Council to 
upgrade its existing metro store 
on the town’s High Street. A 
planning application to improve 
lighting and signs outside the 
shop has been submitted and is 
open for public comment until 
April 25.

Tesco said it plans to keep the 
metro store open after the Blar 
superstore is built and that the 
works were unrelated.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

BEAR Scotland’s Alan Mur-

number of objections received, 
Transport Scotland has cancelled 
plans to resurface the A82 east 
of Onich later this month.

‘Transport Scotland and BEAR 
Scotland are disappointed that 
we have not been able to agree 
a slot this year for these es-
sential works which would have 
resurfaced a further 1.2km of the 
A82.

‘Due to major improvement 

works planned to start at Pulpit 
Rock which will see a new 
viaduct built on this section of 
the A82 and will close the road 
in the autumn, work will be un-

dates for the Onich resurfacing 
works some time in 2014.’

An A82 Partnership spokes-
person said: ‘We appreciate 
the consideration which BEAR 
Scotland and Transport Scotland 
gave to the views of the local 
business community.’

Banavie 

and-half times 
legal drink 
drive limit

Prince Albert II of Monaco visits 
site of new distillery at Glenbeg

Fort William 
dismay over 
new Tesco 
store delay
Supermarket giant confirms 
doors won’t open before 2015

Onich A82 resurfacing work shelved

Search continues 
for missing walker

THE SEARCH for a missing 
walker in the Cullins on the Isle 
of Skye was continuing as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Oliver Smith, 33, from Fife,  
was reported missing on Bheinn 
area on Saturday. 

Skye, Glenelg, Kintail and 
RAF mountain rescue teams, 
Police and SARDA dogs and 
Coastguard helicopter, Rescue 
100 were all involved with the 
search.

NEWSDESKS
OBAN

01631 568000
FORT WILLIAM
01397 703003
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WHEN it came to naming Oban’s next 
up-and-coming ceilidh band, Ceol 
an Aire (Music Beware) was simply 
meant to be a throw-away Gaelic 
phrase for a promotional poster.

But it stuck. And the name has 
unwittingly served as a warning to 
the established Scottish music scene. 
A host of young and unknown, but 
well-prepared, bands are starting to 
make their mark – and there are lots 
of them.

Ceol an Aire are one of a growing 
number of bands in the Highlands 

traditional music classes through 
the Fèisan nan Gaidheal movement 
and the subsequent Ceilidh Trail 
initiative.

The boys: construction management 
student Ewan Macdonald, 20, school 
pupil Ruairidh Morrison, 17, musical 
theatre student Malcolm Clark, 18, 
and crofter Angus John MacColl, 
18, who are currently putting the 

while playing with the Argyll Ceilidh 
Trail three years ago.

Ceilidh trails across the Highland 

Ceol an Aire, from left, Angus J 
MacColl, Malcolm Clark, Ruairidh 
Morrison and Ewan Macdonald.

Art Cormack says the fèisan movement is helping to create more young 
traditional bands.

and islands select the area’s brightest 
young traditional musicians and 
school them in touring, recording 
and arranging music over a three to 
four-week period.

Every ceilidh trail is funded by its 
respective Fèisan – in the case of 
Ceol an Aire, Feis Latharna – where 
budding musicians have access to top 
class tutoring.

on the Argyll Ceilidh Trail,’ said 
guitarist and keyboard player Ewan.

‘Before that I had only played rock 
and classical music but the tuition 
I got on the ceilidh trail, with the 
likes of Anna Massie, showed me 
that you could play guitar in modern 
traditional music.

gigs asked us to play in other places 
and three years on they haven’t 
stopped asking, so we had to devise 
sets and buy equipment.

when you are still studying – Malcolm 
and I are at university and Ruairidh is 
at Oban High School – but I have seen 
a lot of people who are still studying 

and enjoying a successful music 
career, so that is encouraging.’

Accordion player Ruairidh agrees 
the fèisan and ceilidh trail have made 
an impact nationally, but locally he 
cites the emergence of Oban High 

‘The pipe band has changed things 
a lot. My brother, Donald, was one 

and they had seven pipers and two 
drummers. Four years later you have 
three pipe bands running in Oban.

‘Cool’
‘More people joined the band 

because all of a sudden it was ‘cool’ to 
play the pipes and that tied in with the 
growing Fèis Latharna and seeing the 
likes of Skerryvore coming through.’

The mention of the Tiree trad 
rockers is almost inevitable when it 
comes to discussing the changing 
face of Scottish traditional music. 
Skerryvore, along with Manran and 
others, have helped to bring this style 
of music to a more youthful audience, 
inspiring younger bands and helping 
to swell the wave of talent coming 
though.

Tiree brothers Daniel and Martin 
Gillespie, who formed the band, 
attended Fèis Thiriodh, the island’s 
own fèis, in the early years of their 
musical development.

Art Cormack, chief executive of 
Fèisan nan Gaidheal, has seen the 
movement grow since its inception 
in 1981 and has overseen the 
development of the ceilidh trails over 
the past 11 years.

He told The Oban Times: ‘When 
the fèisan, started there was little 
opportunity to play music. 

‘Nowadays you have the school 

college at Benbecula and the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.

‘You can go through the academic 
route but even without that people are 
going through the fèisan and ending 
up playing in bands.’

Mr Cormack highlighted the 
successes of Lochaber’s Rachel 
Walker and the Henderson family and 
North Uist Gaelic singer Julie Fowlis 
among those who have been through 
the fèisan.

He added: ‘Julie Fowlis, who has 

gone on to great success, started at the 
fèis by playing the pipes. She didn’t 
start singing until her late teens and 
she is a perfect example of someone 
who has gone all the way through the 
fèis by trying different things.

‘Looking back over the past 30 
years the use of traditional music has 
increased and that in itself has created 

the demand for it. Thirty years ago it 

but the fèisan has helped to change 
that.’

Other new bands that are making a 

from the fèis movement, include: 
South Uist band Na h-Eileaneach, 

who will play at Tiree Music Festival 
this year alongside Capercaillie,
Skerryvore and Manran.

Lewis band Oidche ’chiadain, 
meanwhile, have just produced their 

on May 24 in Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House comes in the same year they 

Full time
As this young band, like others, 

attempts to balance a successful 
music career with studying, the trip 
to mainland Europe was an indication 
of how they might operate as full time 
unit.

Using the skills learnt during the 
Argyll Ceilidh Trail, it seemed a 
natural progression. 

‘It was quite a thought,’ said 
Ewan. ‘A group of young lads on 
tour, having to organise our own 
travel and accommodation and 
having responsibility for expensive 
instruments – but it was a great 
experience!

‘I’m surprised at how well we all got 
on and it gave us a taste of what we 
could do.’

‘It is difficult to be a full-time band when you are still 
studying,’ says guitarist and keyboard player Ewan

Young 
band

name
sticks

Ceol an Aire set to 
make their mark

TWENTY  YEARS AGO April 8 1993

Children from Lochcarron who received the British Amateur Gymnastic Association 6th class award recently. 
Allan MacKay, left, Ross and Cromarty District Council leisure officer, presented the certificates while coach Anne 

MacRae looked on. t14twenty05

A GLASGOW Rangers football programme, signed by the entire team, 

motherless as the result of a tragic bereavement.

mother a few weeks ago when Cathie Anderson died suddenly at the age 
of 34.

Rangers supporters in their smart team strips, Craig MacEwan, aged four, 
a cousin of the Anderson children, and his cousin, Paul Carmichael, also 

four, display the Rangers programme that will be raffled. t14twenty02

Youngsters from Ballachulish Primary School’s new fiddle class show off 
some fancy finger work. t14twenty06

Signed football programme 

Catherine MacDougall will be on medication for the rest of her life. In the 
background is Scalpay Terrace. t14twenty01

A NEW twist has emerged in 
the Scalpay Terrace baby illness 
story, which was highlighted in 
The Oban Times last week.

Three babies who stayed 
in the same block of Oban 

serious illnesses, while a fourth 
survived after falling a victim to 
meningitis two weeks ago.

Now a former nurse has 
revealed that she too almost 
died after contracting a serious 
illness when she lived in a 

Terrace.
Catherine MacDougall, 39, 

went into a coma and was so 
ill that she was given The Last 
Rites. 

She was hit by a virus in 
September 1990.

THE MANAGER of the Oban branch of the Yorkshire Building Society 
got more than he bargained for when he went into work last Thursday 
– April Fool’s Day.

When Graeme Crichton went out to his car to go home for lunch he 
found the back wheel had been clamped. An embarrassed Mr Crichton 
then noticed a note pinned to his windscreen indicating that his staff had 

putting rubber snakes in cash bags. t14twenty03

Right: Boots is searching nationwide 
for its Baby of the Year 1993.One 

young hopeful is Conor Jamieson, 
of Caol, pictured with his mother 

Catherine. He won the Fort William 
heat of the competition. t14twenty04

More than just coincidence

Lochcarron’s young award winners

Car clamp stunt 
is sweet revenge

Fiddle class show off their skills

Baby of the Year
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island

All the Scenery and Wildlife, above and below the waves.
See Spectacular Scenery, Seals, Seabirds, Otters, WWII Shipwreck, Beautiful 

Kelp Forests, Fish, Jellyfish, occasional Dolphins & Whales.

As seen on

BBC1,
BBC2, ITV

& CH4

Internal view
of our unique,

easily-accessed
underwater

viewing gallery

Voted Best Wildlife Experience
in the UK

Daily Telegraph June 2010

FREEPHONE 0800 980 4846  Text: 07765435424  www.seaprobeatlantis.com

Only from
Kyle of Lochalsh IV40 8AE

Only from
Kyle of Lochalsh IV40 8AE

BRIGHT, BUBBLY , 
VIBRANT CAFE 
SITUATED ON THE 
HILL TO THE PIER.

Specialising in fresh food with   
meat,  vegetarian dishes and   
home baking all made daily on   
the premises.
Food served  7.00am until 6.00pm.
www.cafearriba.co.uk
Quay Brae, Portree, Isle of Skye IV51 9DB

LISMORE, or The Great 
Garden in English, is 
aptly named.
Not only is its rich soil a 
great breeding ground for 

fauna but the island itself 
is perfect for relaxing or 
exploring.
Just seven sea miles by 
ferry from Oban and a 

by passenger ferry from 
Port Appin, it is one of the 
most accessible of Argyll 
islands.
Yet despite its acces-
sibility you will feel when 
you step off the ferry 
that you’ve arrived in a 
different world. There is 
an immediate sense of 

Lismore

MAGICAL, mysterious, 
memorable – the Isle of Skye 
has it all.
From the jagged Alpine peaks 
of the Cuillin to the Coral 
Sands near Dunvegan, from 
the spectacular Talisker Bay to 
beautiful Elgol and Sleat, Skye 
is simply stunning.
It even boasts two Gaelic 
names - Eilean a’ Cheo, ‘The 
Misty Isle’ and An t-Eilean 
Sgitheanach, ‘The Winged 
Isle’.
The latter, preferred by local 
Gaels, refers to the island’s 
many headlands jutting out into 
the sea like wings of the native 
golden eagle – and their rocky 
cliffs and sandy beaches offer 
coastal scenery the match of 
any in the world.

Skye boasts great transport 
links with the mainland includ-
ing ferries from Glenelg to 
Kylerhea and, further down the 
Sound of Sleat, from Mallaig to 
Armadale.
Then of course there’s the 
Skye Bridge, a graceful sweep-
ing arc over Eilean Ban, once 
the home of the ‘Ring of Bright 
Water’ author Gavin Maxwell.
Rural and traditional parts of 
the island are custodians of the 
native language and culture.
Buslting Portree, meanwhile, is 
the centre of island activity and 
the perfect place from which 
to explore an island once seen 
and never forgotten.

Skye

Kyle of Lochalsh marks 
the gateway to the Isle 
of Skye. An important 
naval base during the 
war, it is still a busy 
harbour today. The 
UK’s only semi-sub-
mersible glass bottom, 
Seaprobe Atlantis, sails 
from here, offering 
trips to explore through 
the underwater kelp 
forests, in waters so 
rich in wildlife they 
have been designated 
a marine special area 
of conservation. 
Seaprobe Atlantis, 
in addition to all trips 
visiting the seals on 
Seal Island, also offers 
the opportunity to 
explore the World War 
II Shipwreck, HMS Port 
Napier, which sank just 
off the coast of Skye in 
1940.

peace, of having ‘got 
away’.
A long and narrow, 
low-lying and fertile 
island, Lismore gives 
fantastic views around 
Loch Linnhe in the 
south-western end of the 
Great Glen. Ben Nevis, 
the Glencoe hills, Mull 
and Morvern and Ben 
Cruachan can be viewed 
from this vantage point. 
The island is steeped 
in history, particularly 
religious history, having 
been the seat of the 
Bishops of Argyll, with a 
Cathedral church, dating 
from the 13th century.
A small community of 
around 180 people run a 
church church, a primary 
school, a shop/post of-

award-winning Gaelic 
Heritage Museum and 
café.

Mull
THE ISLE of Mull has many 
fantastic places for tourists 
to visit and getting there 
couldn’t be easier with the 
ferry crossing from Oban 
taking just 45 minutes.
Once there the number of 
great guesthouses, hotels 
and restaurants really 
will amaze even the most 
discerning traveller, many 
have received awards so 
do your research before 
arriving to ensure you 
make the most of your time 
on the island.
And the number of at-
tractions, from visiting the 
eagle hides to taking day 
trips across to Staffa and 
the famous Fingal’s cave or 
stepping onto the Treshnish 

really will make your visit 
the stuff of dreams.
You could also head to Iona 
and soak up the peace 
and tranquillity of the world 
famous Iona Abbey.

It may not be so peaceful 
this summer though, the 
island plays host to the 
anniversary celebrations 
of the arrival of Saint 
Columba to the shores of 
Scotland 1,450 years ago 
and a host of dignitaries 
as well as thousands of 
people are expected to 
descend during May and 
June.
Relaxing surroundings 
can be guaranteed at the 
stunning Calgary Bay 
– one of many jewels in 

Calgary a little too busy – it 
is so beautiful it is a real 
tourist magnet – you could 
head to the nearby beach 
at Langamull. 
Langamull is every bit as 
stunning but much more 
off the beaten track. A walk 
through forestry and over 
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The Isle of Skye Baking Company and Skyeworks Gal-
lery are situated in the Old Wool Mill Building in Portree. 
Artisan breads and cakes are baked daily, offering 
plenty to take away or for a light lunch in their ‘Foodshop 
with seats’, complete with a cosy wood burning stove! 
Welcome foodie boxes may be ordered for your stay. 
Handmade shortbread, oatcakes, & preserves are also 
on offer. Skyeworks upstairs, is a natural light gallery - 
with a wonderful selection of local artwork, tweed ware, 
clothing, wool, beads and more! Artists include Marion 
Boddy-Evans, Jeremy Rossiter and Nicky Dagnell. This 
lovely destination is well worth a visit, wether you are 
staying on Skye or just passing through.
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hopping

Fort William

Oban

Islay

Jura

Mull

Coll

Tiree

Lochgilphead

Campbeltown

Dunoon

Bute

Arran

Colonsay

The Inner Hebrides

Quote 

“Oban Times 
Island Hopping”

and receive a complimentary 

bottle of specially selected wine 

in your room on arrival.

ISLE OF MULL HOTEL & SPA 
Craignure Bay, Isle of Mull PA65 6BB   Tel: 01680 812 544

WWW.CRERARHOTELS.COM/ISLEOFMULL

ISLE OF MULL HOTEL & SPA
Experience the best of Isle of Mull with stunning 

panoramic sea views, golden sandy beaches, wildlife around 
every corner and the historic Isle of Iona all make the 

Isle of Mull a wilderness awaiting discovery.

WITH an abundance of 
wildlife, whisky and witty 
characters, the Isle of Islay 
is a popular destination 
for visitors from across the 
globe.
One of the larger Heb-
ridean islands, its eight 
working distilleries are its 
heartbeat and are a must 
see for anyone with an 
interest in whisky.
But the island has so much 
more to offer than just 
‘uisge beatha’.
Islay’s diverse wildlife 
ranges from more than 200 
species of birds to resident 
groups of seals around the 
island’s coast, all of which 
are a joy to watch.
For the outdoor enthusiast, 
walking routes have been 
devised for the island’s 
annual Walk Islay week 

Islay

– this year’s event takes 
place this month.
Islay can boast an almost 
year-round visitor season, 
with annual festivals 
complementing its natural 
assets.
Feis Ile, the festival of malt 

and music, Islay Beach 
Rugby, the Cantelina 
Festival, Islay Jazz Festival 
and the Islay Festival of the 
Sea are just a few exam-
ples of the wide variety of 
festival that caters for all 
interests.

YOU PROBABLY know that Jura 
has a distillery and a deer-to-people 
ration of 30:1 but you might not 
know that the island has just 
opened its village shop under com-
munity ownership and is bustling 
with enterprise and energy.
Like most islands, Jura has an age-

years young families have sought 
out the island life to take up crofting 
or online-based businesses.
The result is a thriving and 
enterprising community of only 190 
people, who ensure there is always 
plenty to do, especially over the 
summer.
It is a very accessible island, with 
ferries running from the neighbouring 
Isle of Islay, as well as a direct 
mainland link from Tayvallich, Mid 
Argyll. 
The main visitor attraction is the 
island’s distillery but the island is 
also visited by hundreds of outdoor 

Jura

enthusiasts every year.
And while the distillery is an 
important landmark, the island’s 
most striking features are the 
Paps of Jura. These imposing 
mountains can be seen from afar 
and are popular with walkers and 
hill runners.

– it is worth the trip though.
Mull residents also produce 
an incredible range of local 
food including cheese, 
bacon, sausages and 
freshly caught langoustines 
or locally grown oysters, 
there is something to whet 
any appetite.
Go for a stroll down 
Tobermory’s main street 
and you’ll come across 
a variety of unique and 
individual shops selling 
everything from soap to 
handmade chocolates. 
And the whisky lovers 

the island’s distillery here, 
there really is something for 
everyone on this beautiful 
island.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

14

16

17

19
18

20



14 FEATURE Thursday 11 April, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

The Outer Hebrides

island
hopping

A & R Morrison
Butcher, Freezer Centre, Licensed Grocer, Hot Snacks

We manufacture our own unique Ness black, 
white & fruit puddings, sausages, curries etc.

Cross Stores, Cross, Ness, Isle of Lewis
Mon-Fri: 9-6   Sat: 9-7

Tel: 01851 810241   Fax: 01851 810717
Email: cross-stores@hotmail.co.uk

www.cross-stores.co.uk

Garden House
The Campsite For Coll 

Full facilities available for hook ups.

Contact: Pat Graham
Address: Garden House 
Isle of Coll, Argyll 
PA78 6TB
T: 01 879 230374
Email: collcampsite@hotmail.com

THE ISLE of Lewis, to the north 
end of the Western Isles, is one 
of the few remaining strongholds 
of the native Gaelic language and 
the way of island life.
But in the ‘capital’ of Stornoway, 
the island holds a forward-thinking 
and modern community and the 
administrative headquarters of the 
Western Isles. 
Lewis is steeped in history and 
culture, ranging back thousands 
of years. Ancient stone circles 
stand on the same land as modern 
Stornoway.  
And the islanders are reminded 
every day of their strong links to 
the island’s history: The name of 

and on the name boards of shops, 

and the ending of ‘bost’ on the 
place names, gives witness to the 
Viking past of the Isles. 
Gaelic is spoken alongside 
English and the contrast of the 
ages and cultures is experienced 
all over the island of Lewis 
The site at the Callanish Standing 
Stones is one of the most sig-

complexes in Europe and is one of 
the island’s main attractions.
But the Hedridean Celtic Festival 
in July brings a host of traditional 
music fans to the island every 
year.
The people of Lewis are by their 
nature very welcoming and are 
happy to help explore this rich 
culture.

FAMOUS for their history and 
crofting traditions, the Uists have a 
modern face too with some of the 
best adventure activities on offer in 
Scotland.
The seven islands that make up 
the Uists, including Berneray, North 
Uist, South Uist and Benbecula, 
there is more than enough to satisfy 
your curiosity and wanderlust.
Every island in the Uists has its own 
distinctive character which shapes 
the nature of the people, animals 
and plants that make it their home, 
but every island shares the quality 
and magic that makes the Uists 
such a wonderful place to visit.

in the world, dating back more than 
3,000 million years and ancient 
relics scoured by the last ice age 
more than 10,000 years ago.
The Uists are famous for their 

Machair and the crofting com-
munities that live along the western 
fringes of the islands. Crofting plays 
an important part in sustaining the 
biodiversity of the Machair habitat 
and for providing a valuable income 
source for the crofters.
With three nature reserves and 
the Lochmaddy Special Area of 
conservation there is plenty of 
wildlife to see and enjoy.
The surrounding Atlantic and the 
Minch seas are home to many 
migrating whales and dolphins 
which feed in these rich waters 
during the summer, and where the 

and crab for the table and foreign 
markets of Europe.
A range of sea-based activities 
are also on offer, including sea 

Isle of Lewis

The Uists

IT MAY be small, but 
the isle of Coll simply 
has it all.
While it is Tiree’s close 
neighbour, Coll couldn’t 
be more different from 
its Hebridean sibling, 
with rocky hills littering 
the landscape and 
scores of spectacular 
beaches creeping 
out beyond the rocky 
outcrops, you’ll quickly 
discover why Coll 
is such a magical 

destination.
From the moment you 
get off the Caledonian 
MacBrayne ferry and 
head towards Arina-
gour, the island’s main 
village, your eye will 
be drawn to the bay, 
hoping to catch a sight 
of the basking sharks 
that are often seen 
gliding by.
Taking a trip round 
the island, you’ll be 
taken aback by its 

variety given how snug 
it is – soon discovering 
you’ll want to go again 

hidden gems. 
With a new state-of-
the-art village hall also 
set to host concerts 
and community get-
togethers throughout 
the year, it’s sure to 
be fun.
So take a trip to Coll 
and one and all will 
have a ball.

KNOWN as the Land 
Beneath the Waves, 
the isle of Tiree has 
earned a reputation as 
one of Scotland’s most 

enjoyable destinations.
Whether you’re after an 
action packed holiday 
full of active fun or 
some time away from it 

all to truly unwind, Tiree 
is the destination that 
has it all.
Windsurfers have been 

for many a year and 
with good reason, the 
waves breaking on the 
island’s spectacular 
beaches are among 

in the world. If getting 
wet isn’t your thing, 

fret not; wind-boarding 
and cycling is among 
the popular land-based 
activities, while recently 

camps makes Tiree a 
great healthy get-away.
As a relaxing get-away, 
it’s hard to beat. You can 
ignore the mobile, turn 
away from the internet 
and tune in to the unique 
surroundings and wildlife 
that make up so much of 
Tiree’s inimitable charm.

Tiree Coll

Lewis

North Uist

Discover the mystical Western Isles aboard Paddle Steamer Waverley!

turn the ship’s famous paddles!

Book Now for your Great Day Out!

Sailing from OBAN North Pier
Isle of Skye
Inverie

SATURDAY May 4 Leave 10am 

Loch Linnhe

*10pm return by coach 
from Fort William

SUNDAY May 5
Leave 8am 
Leave 6.30pm 

4 Lochs 
& A Whirlpool

SUNDAY May 5 Leave 1pm 

Iona
& Iona Abbey

MONDAY May 6 Leave 11.30am 

TUESDAY May 7 Leave 9am 
Fare

Mull of Kintyre 
Coach return from Campbeltown

or Book Online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk
To book Call 0845 130 4647 Book at Oban Information Centre
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• The Croods (U)
The Croods is a prehistoric comedy 
adventure that follows the world’s first 
family as they embark on a journey of a 
lifetime when the cave that has always 
shielded them from danger is destroyed. 
Traveling across a spectacular landscape, 
the Croods discover an incredible new 
world filled with fantastic creatures -- 
and their outlook is changed forever.
• Safe Haven (12A)
When a mysterious young woman arrives 
in a small North Carolina town, her 
reluctance to join the tight knit community 
raises questions about her past. Slowly, she 
begins putting down roots, and gains the 
courage to start a relationship with Alex, 
a widowed store owner with two young 
children. But dark secrets intrude on her 
new life forcing her to rediscover the 
meaning of sacrifice this deeply moving 
romantic thriller.
• Beautiful Creatures 
(12A)
Small-town teen Ethan Wate dreams of 
escaping his ordinary life until the day 

he meets Lena Duchannes. His attraction 
is intense: this is the girl he has been 
dreaming of-literally. And unbeknownst 
to them, they are inextricably linked by 
supernatural events that took place long 
before they were born. But as Lena’s 
16th birthday approaches, everything 
spins desperately out of control. 
Knowing the forces of Light and Dark 
will soon converge to claim her for good 
or evil, Lena fears for Ethan’s safety. So 
she makes an incredible sacrifice: she 
erases their love from Ethan’s memory. 
• Jack the Giant Slayer 
(12A)
An ancient war is reignited when a 
young farmhand unwittingly opens 
a gateway between our world and a 
fearsome race of giants. Unleashed on 
the Earth for the first time in centuries, 
the giants strive to reclaim the land 
they once lost, forcing the young man, 
Jack (Nicholas Hoult), into the battle 
of his life to stop them. Fighting for a 
kingdom and its people, and the love 
of a brave princess, he comes face to 

face with the unstoppable warriors he 
thought only existed in legend… and 
gets the chance to become a legend 
himself.
• The Guilt Trip (12A)
As inventor Andy Brewster is about to 
embark on the road trip of a lifetime, a 
quick stop at his mom’s house turns into 
an unexpected cross-country voyage 
with her along for the ride. But the 
farther they go, the closer they get and 
Andy may realize that they have more 
in common than he ever imagined.
• Identity Thief (15)
Unlimited funds have allowed Diana 
to live it up on the outskirts of Miami, 
where the queen of retail buys whatever 
strikes her fancy. There’s only one 
glitch: The ID she’s using to finance 
these sprees reads “Sandy Bigelow 
Patterson”....and it belongs to an accounts 
rep who lives halfway across the U.S. With 
only one week to hunt down the con artist 
before his world implodes, the real Sandy 
Bigelow Patterson heads south to confront 
the woman.
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AN ARGYLL ladies’ Gaelic choir is celebrat-
ing a marvellous start to its 10th anniversary 
year with a memorable win for Scotland at the 
42nd International Pan Celtic Festival. 

Atomaig Piseag won the title of best overall 
choir at the festival, which celebrates the 
Celtic cultures of Ireland, Wales, Scotland, 
Isle of Man, Cornwall and Brittany, and was 
held last week in Carlow in Ireland.

Required to sing two contrasting songs, the 

cadal math’, an Eilidh MacKenzie arrange-
ment of a love song by Alan MacDonald, 
Glenuig whose tune was one of the winning 

-
laigean’.

Scottish contingent also saw Còisir Ghàidhlig 

go to Atomaig Piseag conductor, Raymond 

Còisir Ghàidhlig Mhealbhaich and sang with 

for the traditional march through the town 
with singers, dancers and musicians from the 
other Celtic countries. Later the same day, 

in Carlow Cathedral.
Next year, the Pan Celtic Festival will move 

time it has been held in Northern Ireland.

at Ganavan as they abseiled in aid of 
the North Argyll Carers Centre and 

Organised by the mountain rescue 
team, the event last Saturday encour-
aged abseilers to take on a 20-metre 

a vertical descent of more than 50 
metres, which included a large over-
hang.

-

took on the shorter route but 15 went 
on to do the big abseil.

conditions and we will have raised 
around £800 for the two charities.

do it, because it can be a frightening 
thing.’

House that night for friends and fam-
ily.

Abseiler Graham Stinson helped the fundraising effort. Picture - Ewen McGlynn

Fundraisers
abseil off 
cliffs at 
Ganavan

Atomaig Piseag, pictured with conductor Raymond Bremner, have members from Ardrishaig, Barcaldine, Campbeltown, Connel, Dunoon, 
Lismore, Lochgilphead, Mull, Oban, Strachur, Tarbert Loch Fyne and Taynuilt.

Argyll Gaelic choir win at 42nd 
International Pan Celtic Festival
Atomaig Piseag are best overall choir at festival

A GOOD turnout of local and visiting 

meeting of the Skye Accordion and 
Fiddle Club in the Royal Hotel in 
Portree. 

a welcome to visitors before inviting 

entertainment.

MacPherson and John Cameron who 

was Wendy Riva. 
Having travelled from Ardelve on 

-

were delighted to welcome a visit by 

Portree.
Some great lively sets had the 

-

Alistair Beaton on drums and, on 
keyboards, Neil Sinclair who had 
been borrowed from the guest band 
of the evening. 

As usual the highlight of the night 

Andrew from Inverlochy was leader 
-

boards by Neil Sinclair of Connel and 
on drums by Andrew MacPherson of 
Portree. 

many Skye-related tunes which An-

coincidental – aye right, Andrew! 

down well with the audience and 
the evening was rounded off in style 
with a traditional stramash led by the 
guests. 

Royal Hotel, Portree on May 2 when 
the guests will be Andrew Knight and 

John Grundy

of the Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club last week.
Chairman Michael Garvin welcomed a large 

Grant Crawford, Brian Jacques, Sileas Sinclair, 

and Sileas; on drums Archie Cameron and Hugh 
MacCallum. On mouth organ were Jake MacKay 

Joanie Garvin, and youngters Rebekah and James 

Guest band at the Royal Hotel, Portree  this month were The Andrew 
MacDonald Trio. From left, Neil Sinclair, Connel; Andrew MacDonald, 

Inverlochy and Andrew MacPherson, Portree. 

Skye
Accordion
and Fiddle 
Club host 

Superb playing in a 
west coast style from 
the Andrew MacDonald 
Trio went down well

The Graeme Mitchell Trio thrilled Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club during its last night of the 
season. Graeme, centre, was joined by Duncan Christie, drums, left, and Brian Cruickshank on bass. 

16_t15accordion1

Meur Lochabair
UIST CEILIDH

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, April 13th 7.30pm
Gillebrighde MacMillan, Shineag 
MacIntyre, Kathleen MacInnes, 

Murdo MacDonald
Music: Alex MacLean

Ceilidh Band 
Admission £10

Lorn Garden Club
Tuesday 16th April

St John’s Cathedral Hall 
Oban

7.30 pm
A Garden Miscellany
A fun evening of slide shows, 

quiz and plant and seed swap/sale
refreshments and 
tasty home baking

All welcome

CONCERT
Saturday April 20th 2013 at 7.30pm

ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, OBAN
OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA

MOZART’S CORONATION MASS
and music by

Purcell, Handel, J.C. Bach, Attwood, Stanford and Walton
Seat with programme 

(obtainable at the door)
£7.00 (Concessions £5.50)

Soroba Young Family Group

Table Top Sale
Sat. 13th April

Corran Halls
12 - 3pm

Face painting, fire brigade, police, 
refreshments, raffle, bouncy castle, pipers.

Quarry View
Coffee Shop

Car Boot Sale
Sunday 14th April 

12 - 4
Telephone Eileen 

01546 886692

ABCD
Argyll Beats 

Cardiovascular Disease
Annual 10k race and Fun Run

Sunday 5th May at 1.00pm starting 
from the hospital

All ages and abilities welcome.  
Application forms from the Hospital 
Front Desk, selected shops in Oban 

and on our web site:- 
www.abcd.btck.co.uk or register on 

the day from noon till 12.30pm

Corran Halls
Upcoming events

Corran Halls, Oban

ROY CHUBBY BROWN
Friday 28th June  Doors 7pm
Tickets £20
RESERVED SEATING
If easily offended please stay away
www.chubbybrown.biz
Tickets are not refundable

JUNE

CELEBRITY COOK OFF
LIVE
Tuesday 9th July  Doors 7pm
Tickets £20
Tickets are not refundable
Celebrity chefs TBC

JULY

DEREK ACORAH
Tuesday 10th September Doors 7pm
Tickets £18 / £16 Conc
Tickets are not refundable

SEPTEMBER

ED BYRNE
ROARING FORTIES
Tuesday 24th September Doors 7.30pm
Tickets £22.50
RESERVED SEATING
Tickets are not refundable
Late comers will not be admitted

OVER 
16s
ONLY

OVER 
18s
ONLY
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gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Friday 12th April > CROOKED REEL
Markie Dans starts 9.30
Saturday 13th April >  D J STEVO
Markie Dans starts 9.30
Sunday 14th April > QUIZ
Markie Dans

THIS month I have decid-
ed to look at a dram that 
falls nicely into the ‘daily’ 
category - a medium to 
low priced whisky that 
epitomises the concept 

-
ceptance on the palette 
of seasoned whisky 
drinkers, occasional so-
cial drammers, or those 
who are experiencing the 
wonders of whisky for the 

The Glenlivet 12 year 
old has none of the 
heavy peaty undertones 
associated with Islay, nor does it carry the very 
delicate complexity of some of the high-priced malts 
originating from many of its Speyside neighbours 
- but this Speyside still commands a constant cabinet 
presence for many enthusiasts who appreciate its 
sheer good value for money.

A light and bright cereal-gold colour, Glenlivet has 
a sharp, clean, herby nose with a hint of comfortable 
familiarity - perhaps the shortbread that your granny 
used to make. There is also a gentle waft of simple 
spices, certainly cinnamon, plus a rub of vanilla butter 
and a touch of sweet dry maltiness lingering some-
where just out of sight.

soft peat just breaking the surface. Summery orchard 
fruits and vanilla bring in a background sweetness, 

heaviness that sometimes comes from longer as-
sociation with the oak casks.

That hint of soft, smoky peat comes back in again 
at the end but is very much in the background as the 
drinker enjoys a subtle, mild and warming aftertaste.

The Glenlivet will probably never be heralded as an 
outstanding malt by the current wealth of whisky con-

makes it one of the most popular ‘drink anytime’ malts 
on the retail market today.

Glenlivet
12 year Old
Single malt
Speyside

Alcohol Units 28

Pack Quantity 70cl
Price range around £25 - £30

THURSDAY – April 11
3pm, Lilo and Stitch film, Mull Theatre, Mull.
7pm, Beetle Drive, Cullipool Hall, Luing.
7.30pm, Choir Occasional Balquhidder, Balquhidder Village Hall , 
Balquhidder.

FRIDAY - April 12
3pm, Zombie Science, Mull Theatre,  Mull.
7.30pm, Live music with the Hollow Mountain String Band, Victory 
Hall, Benderloch.
7.30pm, Ballroom Dancing, Lochearnhead Village Hall, 
Lochearnhead.
9.30pm, Crooked Reel, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SATURDAY - April 13
10am, Scottish Aeromodellers ‘Splash In’, Lochearnhead.
Children’s chocolate workshops, Oban Chocolate Company, Oban.
12pm – 3pm, Soroba Young Family Group table top sale, Corran 
Halls, Oban.
Macmillan Cancer Care spring fling, Glengorm Castle, Mull.
Race Night, Oban Lorne RFC, Oban.
8pm, Scottish folk music, The Lade Inn, Kilmahog.
9.30pm, DJ Stevo, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

SUNDAY - April 14
Walk Islay, Islay.
10am, Oban and Lorn Angling Club Lochgilphead outing, Forestry 
Road, Cairnbaan.
10am, Scottish Aeromodellers ‘Splash In’, Lochearnhead.
3pm, Open music sessions, The Inn and Bistro, Strathyre.
Quiz, Markie Dan’s, Oban.

MONDAY - April 15
Walk Islay, Islay.
1.30pm – 3.30pm, Craft class, Crianlarich Village Hall, Crianlarich.
4pm – 6pm, Imagine Natural Scotland information sessions, SAMS, 
Dunbeg.
7.30pm, Oban Hospice AGM, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
7.30pm, Torosay IOM Gardening Club, Salen Church, Mull.

TUESDAY - April 16
Walk Islay, Islay.
7.30pm, Strathfillan Church public meeting, Crianlarich Village Hall, 
Crianlarich.

WEDNESDAY - April 17
Walk Islay, Islay.
1.30pm, Guided Glen Walks, Kilmartin Museum, Kilmartin.
2pm – 4pm, Managing osteoporosis, Mid Argyll Community Hospital, 
Lochgilphead.

THURSDAY - April 18
Walk Islay, Islay.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
Talking to young people about sex and relationships, Mid Argyll 
Youth Project, Lochgilphead.
7.30pm, Heritage Society Talk, Lesser McLaren Hall, Killin.
7.30pm, Choir Occasional Balquhidder, Balquhidder Village Hall , 
Balquhidder.

FRIDAY - April 19
Walk Islay, Islay
7.30pm, Mull Bird Club meeting, Craignure Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Ballroom Dancing, Lochearnhead Village Hall, 
Lochearnhead.

SATURDAY - April 20
9.30am, Picture This Workshops, Kilmartin Museum, Kilmartin.
10am – 12pm, Alzheimer Scotland, Oban and Lorn branch coffee 
morning, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
10.45am start, Birdwatching event, Appin Village Hall, Appin.
12pm Oban Lorne RFC v Grangemouth, RBS National Bowl Final, 
Murrayfield, Edinburgh.

SUNDAY - April 21
9.30am, Picture This Workshops, Kilmartin Museum, Kilmartin. 
6.30pm, Community Cycle Track group meeting, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Appin race night is 
the mane attraction

Times life

APPIN’S newly formed sports association 
saddled up for a fundraiser in the Creagan 
Inn on Grand National Day, as one resident 
proved to be lucky on the horses.

Appin Community Sports and Leisure 
Association (ACSLA) has now got the bit 
between the teeth and has started to 
organise events in the village, making use 
of its new all-weather pitch beside the 
school.

The group’s remit includes providing 
more sport for people in the village, as 
well as promoting healthy lifestyles, but 
the more serious lifestyle issues took a 
back seat to fun and laughs at the group’s 
race night on Saturday.

And one resident proved she had the 
golden touch when it came to a wager 
at the races. Katie Lawrie, who picked 
numerous winners during the race night, 

won a prize when her horse ‘Anything 
You Like’ came in first during race five.

But her modest winnings on the 
night paled into insignifi-
cance when compared with 
her £500 win in the Grand 
National earlier in 
the day.

Organised by AC-
SLA sports leaders 
Andrew Johnston 
and Karen Mac-
Corquodale, the race 
night raised £460.

Appin Community Sports and Leisure Association 
director Gerry Boyle was keen to play the ‘foal’. 
15_t15race02

Punters cheer on their horses. 15_t15race03

Commentator Andrew 
Johnston reads out the 

odds. 15_t15race01

Above: Shaun Taylor, Ballachul-
ish, holds up his winning ticket. 
15_t15race08

Left: Allan Colthart, Marsaili Fraser 
and Robert Colthart. 15_t15race06

Couple Nicola Meekin and Jim Milligan enjoyed a 
flutter on the horses. 15_t15race07

Representing Appin Community Sports and Leisure Association 
were, from left: Karen MacCorquodale, Marina Curran-Colthart, 
Andrew Johnston and Gerry Boyle. 15_t15race05

Lucky Katie Lawrie, far right, and her friends and family won plenty of races during the night. 15_t15race04

A LAMENT written by an Oban 
musician, following the death 
of his friend to liver cancer, has 
been released as a charity single 
to raise money for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Guitarist and producer Finlay 
Wells’ childhood friend Nick 
Muir died at the age of 40 on 
New Year’s Day 2010 after 
months of battling cancer.

As Nick’s condition deterio-
rated throughout the preceding 
December, a grief-stricken 
Finlay headed to his recording 
studio and played what is now 
the instrumental ‘Lament for 
Nick’.

‘I came in here one night 
and just played the piece,’ said 
Finlay. 

‘I never wrote it in the con-
ventional sense; it just came out. 
The whole experience was quite 
surreal.

‘I played it to Sileas Sinclair, 
who has an encyclopaedic 
knowledge on music, to check  
it wasn’t a tune I had heard 
before.’

Finlay and friend Chas Mac-
Kenzie played the song at Nick’s 
funeral in Greenock.

But it was not heard again in 
public until later in 2010 when 
Finlay and his students included 
it in the programme for their 
annual concert.

‘The song got such a great 
reception that I decided to record 
a full band behind it.’ 

Chas, Sileas, Craig Sinclair 
and Iain Coates join Finlay on 
the record, which is now the 
charity single.

Finlay plays Nick’s prized 
Fender Strat, which he says he 
is currently ‘babysitting’, until 
Nick’s children are old enough 
to play it. 

The charity single cover was designed, courtesy of Deeva Design. t15finlay1no

‘The decision to put it out as 
a charity single was made fol-
lowing the reception it got at the 
students’ concert and because, 
as a musician, you don’t have 
practical skills, like a joiner, so 
it was my way of trying to help 
and make something positive 
from a negative situation.’ 

Nick, the son of former Oban 

GP Tony, grew up in Kilmore 
and came back on holidays 
when the family moved to 
Glasgow and Greenock.

Finlay said: ‘We grew up 
together and always kept in 
touch. I think I referred to the 
song as a lament because it felt 
like a farewell and maybe it was 
my Highland roots coming out. 

Traditional music is not usually 
my thing.

‘If Nick was still alive he 
would have probably have 
laughed at me and not taken 
it so seriously. He was a very, 
very funny guy.’

The charity single, avail-
able on download only, costs 99 
pence.

Local musician releases 
charity single in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk
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Carpet Services
OBAN

Tel: 01631 563684
Email: carpetservoban@

btconnect.com

Top Quality Carpets and Vinyl !
Roll Remnants !

Unbeatable Choice !
The Best Service !

GORDON J. MCLEOD
CHARTERED QUANTITY SURVEYORS

Surveying : Building : Project Management
Cost Control : Advice on Building Works

Providing expert advice on all aspects of building 
work to Argyll and the Islands

Tel./Fax. 01546-870325
E-mail: gjmcleod@btopenworld.com
Achahoshan, Tayvallich PA31 8PN

All types of work carried out, tuning, 
maintenance and valuations on pianos, 

harpsichords and small chamber organs.
Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner

DUNCAN HUNTER
Joiner and 

General Maintenance
Unit 10, Kilmory 
Industrial Estate, 

Lochgilphead
Tel: 01546 606062

Mob: 07810 510884

• Local, friendly business
• Over 40 years’ experience
• Experienced and professional                
  approach
• Cover Dunoon and  

surrounding areas
• Competitive rates
• Free estimates and advice
• All work guaranteed
• Provide references upon  request

Contact Andy on 01369 705 467 or 07899 792 938
Email:  andy.mcnaughton@btinternet.com   www.mcnaughtonfencing.co.uk

26 Clyde Street, Kirn, Dunoon, Argyll and Bute, PA23 8DX

Choose fencing and dyking 
specialists that you can trust

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

www.aandbel.co.uk

Trust your
LOCAL TRADESMEN

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICE. 
Not enough time in the day? Kids 

screaming, work calling, shops awaiting? 
HAVE YOUR TYRES FITTED BY OUR TOTALLY MOBILE FULLY 
FITTED VAN, at your work, your home, or where’s easiest.

CARS, VANS, LORRIES, TRACTORS, 
24 hour breakdown service

Tyres supplied and fi tted, all brand, Balancing carried out.
Accounts welcome.

All major credit cards accepted. Call now for a great quote.
Contact: Alec    Mobile: 07702433495. Tel: 01397 700277

Email: fort.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
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GLENSIDE TRACTORS LTD  

Glenside Tractors are proud to announce 
that they are Scotland’s newest Case 

Construction Main Dealer. 
Covering all of the West Coast of 

Scotland and the Isles.

Millknowe Garage, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6NJ

Tel: 01586 553624  
Email: glensidetractors@btconnect.com
Website: www.glensidetractors.co.uk

Glenside
Tractors

FOR 26 years Glenside 
Tractors Ltd in Campbeltown 
has provided an excellent 
sales, service and spare 
parts operation serving the 
agricultural community not only 
throughout Kintyre but right up 
the west of Scotland to the Inner 
and Outer Hebrides.
Owned by partners Willie 

Reid and Iain Barbour, and 
employing seven full-time and 
two part-time staff as well as 
running four service vans, the 
company has established a 

strong reputation for its service 
and reliability.
Now, in recent months, it has 

extended operations into the 
construction sector, offering 
CASE  CONSTRUCTION 
equipment to complement its 
CASE IH, Claas and Kverneland 
agricultural tractor and 
machinery ranges as well as 
Mountfield Lawn Care products.
‘We are responding to a very 

real demand,’ said Mr Reid, 
‘and like our agricultural 
equipment, the construction 

equipment will be delivered by 
our own HGV truck.
‘Our customers are starting to 

learn of our increased choice 
of equipment, and we are 
confident the new range will be 
very successful.’
The CASE construction 

equipment at Glenside 
includes mini excavators, skid 
steer loaders, wheel loaders, 
telescopic handlers and crawler 
excavators.  Demostration 
machines are available.

One of the new range of CASE CONSTRUCTION equipment 
available at Glenside Tractors. 08_c15glenside01

Glenside Tractors now offer a wide range of construction equipment as well as agricultural machinery and lawnmowers. 08_c15glenside02
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WANTED

West Coast 
property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 Fax: 0131 229 4827

An extensive woodland site with 
outline planning approval for two 
houses. Stunning views over Loch 
Fyne and beyond. Sporting rights 
included.

FREEHOLD FOR SALE 
AS A WHOLE

Offers Over £95,000

SOUTH INVERNEILL
Near Lochgilphead, Argyll
17.9 Hectares/44.2 Acres Offers over £65,000

103 Davaar Avenue 
Campbeltown
Two storey end terrace villa, 
three bedrooms, lounge, 
bathroom, kitchen, 
large garden.

SLURRY TREATMENT
There has been numerous crust 

breaking products over the years.

Now there is

SLURRYCARE
Crust broken down within 3 months.

Higher nitrogen values
Up to 60% suckler and beef slurry

No dangerous gas build up, (emissions)
Up to 42% dairy slurry

Faster uptake of nutrients

Labour costs down, regular mixing not required, 
fuel savings up to 70%.

Average cost for 200,000 ltr. = £30 plus VAT per year.

THIS IS A PROVEN PRODUCT
From the manufacturers of 100% Suspended Liquid Nutrition

For more information on this and other UK’s leading products.

Contact:Head Office:
Tel: +44(191)2645494
Fax: +44(191)2648469
E-mail: info@naturalstockcare.co.uk
www.naturalstockcare.co.uk

U.K. technical Sales Manager:
TOM STEVENSON
Tel: 07713 259160
Stockcare49@yahoo.com

SLURRYCARE

COMMISSION ONLY AGENTS REQUIRED

FARMING

TO LET
Apartments to 

let Central Oban
One and 2 
bedroom
available

From £445 per 
calendar month

Tel: 01631 570584 
or 07711377778

ARGYLL
Otterferry

LONG LET
3 bedroom cedar wood 

bungalow, with stunning 
views from large sitting room, 

with wood burning stove. 
Tighnabruaich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24 miles,
Glasgow Airport 1 hour 40 mins, 

Refs essential, 
No DSS, £500pcm. 

Telephone 01700 821220 or 
email

mirandavanlynden@hotmail.com

VORACIOUS greylag geese are 
threatening the livelihoods of 
crofters on the Uists, it is being 
claimed.

The Scottish Crofting Federa-
tion (SCF) says goose numbers 
have rocketed from 150 breed-
ing pairs in 1986 to over 10,000 
today - far above the 3,500 to 
4,000 crofters regard as ‘toler-
able’.

Current laws prohibit all year 
round shooting, which the SCF 
says must be introduced if crop 
growing and livestock rearing is 
to remain worthwhile.

‘Catastrophe unfolding’ 
Meetings in North Uist and 

Benbecula last week discussed 
how the ‘out of control’ birds 
were ruining cereal crops and 
grass by grazing and fouling. 

According to SCF chair Derek 
Flyn, the problem has reached 
‘devastating’ proportions after 
a crow eradication programme 
eradicated the goose’s only 
predator.

He said: ‘A crofter will wait 
on tenterhooks for the crop to 
ripen, balancing this against the 
risk of the geese coming. If he 
is unlucky, just when the crop is 

capable of being harvested they 
move in and completely destroy 

‘Reseeding gave the geese a 
supply of feed that inevitably at-
tracted them to stay and breed. 
And despite these vast numbers, 
geese are still protected by law.’

He added: ‘There is a catastro-

appears to have failed to rec-
ognise this and to take action. 
Crofters and their families are 
now the endangered ones.’

Rebecca Cotton of Machair 
Life+ warned funding for crop 
protection on the Uists ends in 
2104 - and described greylag 
geese as ‘the single biggest 
threat’ to island crofting. 

She said: ‘We all talk about 
the need to retain young people 
as the most important contribu-
tion to the sustainability of the 
Western Isles.

‘But in crofting terms there 
will be nothing left for the young 
people unless we do something 
about the goose problem now. 

‘Despite tireless efforts this 
year - estates, scarers , gun 
clubs and syndicates shot over 
4,000 greylags - numbers are 

still rising. 
‘If we lose a year of the joint 

crop protection and adaptive 
management work, greylags 

growing of corn and, therefore, 
the raising of cattle on the 
Uists.’

She added: ‘Wild goose should 
become part of the Uist diet – it 
is local food - but it should also 
be a commercial opportunity.’

An SNH spokesperson said: 
‘We are exploring a number of 
angles including the deployment 
of marksmen, co-ordination of 
volunteer input, use of decoys, 
licensing, potential for changes 
in legislation and demonstrating 
the value of goose meat as high 
quality local produce.

‘We obviously recognise 
that the resident greylag goose 
population in Uist are damaging 
agricultural as well as ecologi-
cal interests.’

Shooting greylag is currently 
forbidden from 1 February to 31 
August, except with a special 
licence issued under a scaring 
regime to stop geese damaging 
cereals, vegetables and grass.  

Rocketing numbers of geese on the Uists are wreaking havoc, say crofters. Picture -  Lorne Gill/SNH 

Problems with geese on Uists has 
reached ‘devastating’ proportions
‘Single biggest threat’ to island crofting

A JOINT operation over four 
days to ensure farmers and 
estate managers in Argyll are 
operating traps correctly saw 
several issued with warnings.

The project, between the 
Scottish SPCA and police, saw 

holders to ensure all traps were 
up to date and being operated 
correctly.

John McAvoy, Scottish SPCA 
senior inspector, said: ‘During 
a joint operation with police, we 
visited crow trap license holders 
at farms and estates on mainland 
Argyll and the Isle of Mull, to 
ensure all traps were up to date 
and being operated correctly.

‘This was a successful exercise 
and we found the majority of 
crow traps met the legal require-
ments, while in some cases 
warnings were issued to license 
holders.

‘All crow traps must be 

tags and be rendered inoperable 
when not in use. 

‘Once caught within these 
traps, birds are offered the full 
protection of the Animal Health 
and Welfare Act (Scotland) 
2006.’

SPCA and 
police issue 
warnings
over crow 
traps

DINGWALL  
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts Ltd:
Bullocks 
201-250kg – 2 Cliffton, Poolewe, 
£600, 250p; 
251-300kg – Udale, £790, Olgrin-
beg, Scotscalder, 255.6p; 
301-350kg – Westburn, Murkle, 
£830, Raitcastle, Nairn, 251.6p; 
351-400kg – Pitmain, Kingussie, 
£1,030, 284.5p; 
401-450kg – Clyth Mains, Oc-

268.4p; 
451-500kg – Torgorm, Conon 
Bridge, £1,290, Forsie, 266.7p; 
501-550kg – Kindeace, Alness, 
£1,290, Torgorm, 241.5p; 
551-600kg – Torgorm, £1,300, 
220.3p; 
601-650kg – Ordmuir, Muir of 
Ord, £1,320, 218.2p.
Heifers 
up to 200kg – 2 Cliffton, Poolewe, 
£490, 245p; 
201-250kg – Corriemoillie, Garve, 
£490, 13Londubh, Poolewe, 214p; 
251-300kg – Raitcastle, £950, 
316.7p; 
301-350kg – Bunchrew, Inverness, 
£1,070, 305.7p; 
351-400kg – Bunchrew, £1,160, 
Reisgill, Lybster, 310.8p;
401-450kg – Pitmain, £1,160, 

Bunchrew, 273.2p; 
451-500kg – Easter Urray, Muir of 
Ord, £1,300, 276p; 
501-550kg – Dumbuie, Drum-
nadrochit, £1,150, 219.1p; 
551-600kg – Ordmuir, £1,130, 
201.1p; 601-650kg – Kinnahaird, 
£1,290, 211.5p.
OTM cows: 
Sibster Burn, Halkirk, (AAX), 
£1,190; Dunain Mains, Inverness, 
(SimX), and Ashely, (LimX 
twice), £1,170; 6 Borgie, Skerray, 
(ShoX), £950.
Drumbuie, (SimX), 171.2p; Sib-
ster Burn, (LimX), 167.2p; Sibster 
Burn, (AAX), 160.9p.
OTM bulls: 
Drumbuie, (AA), £1,330; 4 Glaick, 
(Char), £1,270.
Ardjachie, (Char), 130.6p; Drum-
buie, (AA), 127.9p.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg –Flatterton £620, 
254.10p; 
251-300kgs Langbank of Bal-
haldie £755, Flatterton 262.40p; 
301-350kgs Laigh Alticane £940, 
281.40p; 
351-400kgs Pittentian £1060, 
267.70p; 
401-450kgs Wheatrig £1150, 
262.60p; 

451-500kgs Coalhill £1220, Miur-
houses 256.50p; 
501-550kgs Wheatrig £1270, 
241.90p; 
551-600kgs Yonder Haugh £1340, 
Holehouse 228.80p; 
601-650kgs Barney Mains £1430, 
Wheatrig 228.0p; 
651-700kgs Forneth Farms £1630, 
244.0p.
Heifers
Up to 250kg – Flatterton £525, 
241.90p; 
251-300kgs Girthill £690, 
265.40p; 
301-350kgs Roberton Mains £890, 
Easter Greenhill 261.80p; 
351-400kgs Pittentian £1020, 
257.60p; 
401-450kgs Collymoon £1110, 
Pittentian 257.40p; 
451-500kgs Wheatrig £1410, El-
lemford 250.0p; 
501-550kgs Demperston £1340, 
346.30p; 
551-600kgs Wheatrig £1400, 
247.30p; 
601-650kgs Wheatrig £1560, 
258.30p.
OTM Cows 
Quixwood (AA) £1470, 168.70p; 
Nether Dalkeith (BB) £1450, 
Hillview 212.70p; Quixwood 
(Sim) £1370, 170.40p; Randerston 
(Lim) £1770, Muirhouses (Kir-
riemuir) 224.10p; Wheatrig (Sal) 
£1190, 166.70p; Braco (Char) 

£1130, 155.20p; Innerdunning 
(HF) £1050, 126.50p; Wester Mye 
(BF) £1030, 139.20p.
OTM bulls 
Sketenan (Lim) £1610, 212.30p; 
Kincraigie (Lim) £1590, Sketenan 
200.70p; Sketenan (Lim) £1400, 
Kincraigie 159.6p; Trapprain 
(AA) £1230, 137.30

DINGWALL  
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs: 
Cheviot: Tighnahinch, Conon 
Bridge, £74; 
TexelX: The Arr, Lethen, £74; 
CharollaisX: Easter Dalziel, 
Dalcross, £70.50; 
SuffolkX: Druid Temple Farm, 
Inverness, £70; 
Mule: Abersky, Torness, £65; 
Charollais: Simpson’s Croft, 
Scotsburn, £63; 
Suffolk: Simpson’s Croft, £55; 
Cross: Teanahuig, Munlochy, 
£55; 
Blackface: Allt-Nan-Subh, 
Dornie, £47.50. 
Ewes: 
SuffolkX: Torgorm, Conon 
Bridge, £127; 
TexelX: Torgorm, £126; 
Suffolk: Ankerville, Nigg, £115; 
Cheviot: Kinnahaird Farm, Con-

tin, £114; 
Texel: Wester Moy, Urray, £99; 
Mule: Torgorm, £99; 
Charmoise: Druid Temple Farm, 
£97; 
Beltex: Mariain, £70; 
Bleu de Maine: Tighnahinch, 
£70; 
Lleyn – Alvie Estate, Kincraig, 
£68; 
Cross – Rhevackin Farm, Kiltarl-
ity, £63; 
Bluefaced Leicester: Flichity 
Mains, Aberarder, £60; 
Kerry Hill: Easter Balmungie, 
Rosemarkie, £58; 
Blackface: Laggan of Clachaig, 
Nethybridge, and Milton Farm, 
Aberarder, £56. 
Ewes and gimmers with lambs at 
foot: 
Twins: Mule ewe: Dell Farm, 
£128.
In-lamb gimmers and ewes: 
Cheviot ewe: 14 Ormiscaig, £80; 
Chev gmr – 14 Ormiscaig, £80.
Feeding sheep: 
Chev ram – Heathmount, Tain, 
£98; 
Suff ram – Druid Temple Farm, 
£88; 
Tex ram – Druid Temple Farm, 
£80; 
Chev wdr – No 1 Farm Cottage, 
Allanglach, £60; 
Cross ram – Kinchyle Farm, 
Scaniport, £56; 

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 1105 store cattle and 29 
OTM cattle at Dingwall last Wednesday when a tremendous show 
of strong quality cattle sold at exceptional prices with plainer and 
longer keeping types tending to be easier on the week.

Bullocks averaged 233.7p and sold to 303.8p per kg for a 260kg a 

640kg Limousin cross from Feabuie, Inverness.
Heifers averaged 222p and sold to 345p per kg and £1,380 for a 

400kg Limousin cross from Kinnahaird, Contin.
OTM cows averaged 146.7p per kg and sold to 187.1p per kg and 

Bulls  sold to 127.3p per kg for a 960kg Charolais from 4 Glaick, 
Ardross, and £1,410 for a 1,080kg Charolais from Ardjachie, Tain.

OTM heifers sold to 166p per kg for a 500kg Limousin cross from 
Garbeg, Drumnadrochit, and £1,010 for a 620kg Shorthorn cross 
from Ashley, North Kessock. OTM bullocks sold to 141.4p per kg 
and £990 for a Limousin cross from Borowston Mains, Thurso.

UNITED Auctions sold 2372 store 
cattle and cast cows, plus 627 store 
sheep at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 226.66p (+1.74p) 
and sold to 281.40p per kg for a 334kg 
Charolais cross from Laigh Alticane
and £1630 for a 668kg Charolais cross 
from Forneth Farms.

Black and white bullocks averaged 
169.43p (+11.70p) and sold to 186.20p 
per kg and £1030 for a 535kg Friesian 
from High Cattadale.

Heifers averaged 212.84p (-0.31p) 
and sold to 265.40p per kg for a 260kg 
British Blue cross from Girthill and 
£1560 for a 604kg Charolais cross 

from Wheatrig. 
Forward cattle averaged 187.70p and 

sold to 230.0p per kg for a Limousin 
from Quixwood and £1610 for a Lim-
ousin from Ouixwood and a Limousin  
from Sketenan. 

Cast cows averaged 152.98p and sold 
to 224.10p per kg for a a Limousin 
cross from Muirhouses, Kirriemuir 
and £1770 for a a Limousin cross from 
Randerston. 

Texel cross hoggs from Victoria sold 
to £79, with Charollais crosses from 
Daldron  and Mules from Inverdun-
ning to £69. Suffolk crosses from 
Lochmill sold to £66.

DINGWALL and  Highland 
Marts sold 2,805 sheep at 
Dingwall last Wednesday when 
strong lambs met a good enquiry, 
medium and long keeping lambs 
were easier on the week.

improved demand, leaner ewes 
were good value, while breed-
ing sheep met a very selective 
enquiry.

Lambs averaged £42.80 and 
sold to £78 for Cheviots from 
Lingland, Caithness. Ewes aver-
aged £65.96 and sold to £129 for 
Suffolks from Mariain, Evanton. 
Ewe and gimmers with lambs at 
foot averaged £105.10 and sold 
to £152 for Suffolks with twin 
lambs from Dell, Whitebridge.

Bullocks sell to 281.40p
per kg at UA Stirling sale

Strong cattle sell to exceptional 
rates at Dingwall weekly sale

Dingwall - sheep
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Business
Apprenticeships not 
preferred option of 
parents claims survey
ALMOST half of working parents 
believe apprenticeships are more 
appropriate for manual or blue collar 

-
prenticeships have the same status as 
university education.

That’s according to a survey of about 
400 working parents, conducted by 
the Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development (CIPD) as part of 
its Learning to Work programme.

The survey also shows that only one 
in 10 parents rank apprenticeships as 

children, while nearly half would 
choose a university degree.

When asked what would make them 
believe apprenticeships are a better 
career option, most respondents said 
more information about apprentice-
ships and related career options 
and  more local employers offering 
apprenticeships.

Peter Cheese, chief executive at 
CIPD, said: ‘Apprenticeships give 
young people the chance to learn and 
develop skills in the context of the 
workplace and enable employers to 
grow their own workforce and recruit 
from a more diverse pool of talent. 
But this new research shows that 
misperceptions about apprenticeships 
prevail. Our research shows there is 
still work to be done to improve the 
parity of esteem between the many 
excellent employer-led apprenticeship 
programmes and university educa-
tion. Our economy needs both routes 
to thrive.’

Drainage supply firm 
opens Oban base
ONE OF the country’s largest suppli-
ers of civil and drainage products is to 
open a new branch in Oban.

JDP, which over the past 40 years 
has grown to become one of the 
largest suppliers to the house building 
industry, will open a branch at 26 
Glengallan Industrial Estate, although 
the number of staff it is to employ is 

John Hay, regional branch manager 
of JDP Scotland, said: ‘The new Oban 
branch will be a great support to local 
and regional builders, ground work-
ers, contractors and farmers, provid-
ing a comprehensive range with local 
availability of products, close to the 
project, and with the expert advice for 
which JDP has become recognised by 
its customers.’

EXPORTS of Scotch whisky hit a 
record £4.3billion in 2012 – making 
the drink worth £135 a second to the 
Scottish economy.

Rising demand for Scotland’s 
premium drink from both existing 
and developing markets saw the 
value of exports grow for the eighth 
consecutive year, by one per cent.

The product still leads the way for 
British food and drink in overseas 
markets – forming about 80 per cent 
of Scottish food and drink exports 
and a quarter of UK food and drink 
exports having grown by 87 per cent 
over the past 10 years.

Falling sales in Southern Europe 
were more than matched by growing 
exports elsewhere. The French market 
was distorted by excise tax increases 
in 2012 which led to a ‘stocking up’ 
of Scotch Whisky in 2011 before their 
introduction.

With increasing consumer 
knowledge of Scotch Whisky around 
the world, demand grew for single 
malt and premium blended Scotch 
whisky. 

Single malt exports have risen over 
the last 10 years by 190 per cent from 
£268million to £778million.

The USA remains the top market by 
value for Scotch Whisky with exports 
breaking through the £700million 

£758million in 2012. 
Demand from the USA is expected 

grows and many people trade up to 
premium brands.

The growth of Scotch Whisky 
exports in Russia, a market 
estimated to be worth in the region 
of £200million, boosted shipments to 
Latvia and Estonia. 

Direct exports to Latvia were up to 
£79million and Estonia to £69million. 
As a result of route-to-market 
networks, much of those exports are 
shipped onto Russia.

Asia continues to grow in importance 
with exports to the distribution hub of 
Singapore up to £339million. Exports 
to Taiwan increased seven per cent to 
£165million and direct shipments to 
China experienced growth of eight 
per cent to £72million.

A successful outcome to on-going 
negotiations between the European 
Union and India on the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) would reduce the 
onerous 150 per cent import tariff. 
The tariff, combined with local state 
taxes, places Scotch as a considerable 
disadvantage and penalises Scotch 
whisky drinkers in India. Despite 
such trade barriers, exports to India 
increased by 17 per cent to £62million 
last year.

In South America, Scotch Whisky 
is one of the UK’s fastest growing 
exports. The expanding markets of 
Colombia and Peru have been given 
a further boost as a result of the FTAs 

Association Agreement with Central 

Gavin Hewitt, chief executive of the 
Scotch Whisky Association, said: 
‘Scotch Whisky continues to lead the 
way for UK food and drink exports. 

of the industry, illustrated by the 
£2billion capital investment Scotch 
Whisky producers have committed 
over the next three to four years. New 
distilleries have opened and older 
ones brought back to use to meet 
rising demand.’

Whisky worth £135 a 
second to the Scottish 
economy during 2012

Gavin Hewitt, chief executive of the Scotch Whisky Association, says
‘Scotch Whisky continues to lead the way for UK food and drink exports.’ 

Single malt exports rise from £268million to £778million in 10 years

West coast salmon receive 
international recognition
SALMON from the Scottish Salmon Company’s (SSC) sites in Portree on 
Skye, Strome on Loch Carron and West Loch Roag in Lewis have achieved 
international recognition.

-
thorities for superior fresh produce, has been awarded after a rigorous testing 
programme.

SSC, which will be attending the European Seafood Show at Brussels on 

reaching premium markets overseas.
The company’s Su Cox added: ‘What is particularly heartening is that it says 

our salmon is not only of a high quality but it also tastes good enough for even 
the most discerning French chefs.’

The Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust (reg. charity SCO32302) 
requires a Gardener / Arborist for Achamore Gardens.

The position will be principally within the Rhododen-
dron garden and the duties will primarily be (but not 
limited to) mowing, pruning, planting, weeding and 
general maintenance of the gardens. A significant part 
of the job will also involve supplying firewood to the 
island.
Experience of and aptitude in using strimmers, chain-
saws, knapsack sprayers, mowers and tractors will be 
beneficial as will relevant certificates. Training will be 
arranged for suitable candidates as necessary.
The pay will reflect the degree of experience and skills 
of the successful applicant. Housing may be available 
to rent if required.
For more details email: Malcolm MacLachlan, gar-
dens@gigha.org.uk or call 01583 505275 and leave a 
message. Alternatively write to Malcolm MacLachlan, 
The Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust, Craft Workshop 1, 
Gigha, Argyll, PA41 7AA

Competitive Salary + Subsidised Pension 
+ Private Health Care

Established for over 30 years the industry leading 
Fish Farmer Magazine is seeking an Editor with 
relevant industry experience.

Based in Edinburgh and Oban to ensure close 
liaison with our Edinburgh based sales team, 
the position will involve travel to constantly raise 
the profile of the magazine in this important fast 
developing industry. A company car will be made 
available. The candidate will also be responsible 
for the development of two websites fishupdate.
com and fishfarmer-magazine.com. 

Please supply a full CV with covering letter to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

EDITOR
Fish Farmer Magazine & Websites

Closing date: 26 April 2013.
To apply visit our website

Ferry Operative
£15,125 - £16,031 Port Appin – Lismore Ref: DVE00138

School Technician
£21,096 - £23,030 Tarbert Academy Ref: CME01616

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Community Broadband Scotland

CBS Adviser
Lochgilphead or Fort William
£24,268 per annum – fi xed term project post until 
31 March 2015  Ref: 251

To fi nd out more about this opportunity and to apply online, please visit our 
website at www.hie.co.uk For a hard copy application pack, e-mail: 
recruitment@hient.co.uk or call 01463 244 414 quoting the reference number.

Closing date: 28 April 2013
Interview date: 9 May 2013 (Fort William)

www.hie.co.uk/vacancies

Multi-functional Operative
Isle of Colonsay, Argyll

Band E (£14,540 to £22,915 pro-rata)  Ref: SW/003273

This is a part time post of 16 hours per week
To monitor and maintain water treatment works and pumping stations to ensure the 
quality of water and working within all regulatory and legislative requirements within 
geographical area. 

Application packs are available from www.scottishwater.co.uk careers section.

Closing date for receipt of applications is 12noon – Wednesday 17th April 2013.

HGV Driver Class 1
Argyll Resources are looking for an experienced HGV 
Class 1 driver. This position is varied in its challenges. 
Responsibilities:
The safe delivery of goods, vehicle safety, and correct 
application of all paperwork. You must be aware of working 
time directive and driver hours. To be conversant with the 
tachograph rules and regulations. Company uniform will be 
provided.
Driving duties for the above posts will include:
Delivering aggregates and concrete, Delivering and collecting 
Skips and Portaloos, Haulage contracts to the central belt, 
Company uniform will be provided.

Mobile Crane Operator/ HGV Driver
Argyll Resources are looking for an experienced Mobile 
Crane driver. This position is varied in its challenges.
All candidates should have previous experience of working 
on Mobile Cranes, have relevant licenses / certificates and be 
willing to work overtime. Other duties will include general 
HGV driving. You will need previous site experience along 
with checkable work references.
This position is to start ASAP and will be ongoing for the 
right candidate.
Pay rate is negotiable depending on experience.

Based at our Fort William Depot
Gas Depot Clerk/Delivery Driver

This position is both challenging and varied; the ideal candidate 
must hold a full driving license Heavy lifting of gas bottles 
involved. You must have good customer care skills, pleasant 
telephone manner and be computer literate. You should be 
well organized and able to work on your own initiative.
Candidates must have: Driving Licence, ADR Preferable 
although training can be given
Forklift experience preferable although training can be given
All interested parties please phone 01631 566370 ask 
for Graham Greenlees or alternatively e-mail: info@
argyllresources.co.uk for an application.

ESTATE MANAGER/CARETAKER
Responsible person required to look after a small number of 
properties, some holiday lettings.
The work would involve some interface with guests but mainly 
looking after the properties.
The Applicant needs:
• A friendly, polite personality, as they will be our representative. 
• Be able to deal with the very few concerns/complaints. 
• Driving License 
• Good maintenance and building skills a must. 
• Knowledge of engine, tool and equipment maintenance would be useful. 
• Be able to work alone.
We need a proactive person who will be able to improve our 
investment and we will offer a reasonable package that will/can 
include a small flat on site. 10 miles from Oban.
References will be required and in depth checks will be made as 
reliability and ability is paramount.

Please contact: Tel: Day. 01638 560343, 
Eve 01354 610435, Mobile 07979 644668.

requires the following: 

2 X DISTILLERY OPERATIONS 
PERSONNEL

Role responsibilities will include:
• The operation and continuation of production 
processes. 
• Follow training and direction; be able to identify 
any production issues and deviations.
• Communicate well within a team environment. 
The successful candidate will need to work to the 
highest standards of quality & safety, be bright and 
energetic, coupled with a high degree of reliability. 
The successful candidate does not necessarily 
need distillery experience, but the exposure to 
plant process engineering operations in a similar 
environment would be advantageous, coupled with 
a willingness to learn, and the ability to work well 
within a small dedicated team. 
The above roles will operate on a shift system over 
5 days. 
Please apply by e-mailing / writing enclosing your 
CV & cover letter to:
Iain J Mc Alister, Distillery Manager, Glen Scotia 
Distillery, 12 High Street, Campbeltown, Argyll, 
PA28 6DS.       
glenscotia@btconnect.com
Including your current salary. 
Closing date 26th April

Sailing Development Coordinator (Dinghy)

Due to promotion, a vacancy has arisen 
for the post of sales representative for 

Lochaber, Argyll and the islands
Full training and ongoing support 

will be provided.
OTE. £30k

Contact William Clarke on 07789488805 
email:w962clarke@btinternet.com
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Cameron, left, and Struan Smith of Coastal Connection, who will this month launch their new vessel Schiehallion.

A LOCHABER-based cruise 
boat which moors at the Town 
Pier in Fort William has been 
included in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Ships after 
reaching her 65th birthday. 

MV Souters Lass was origi-
nally built in 1948 by J Bolson 
and Sons at Poole in Dorset as a 
Royal Naval tender, carrying up 
to 250 people while working off 
the south coast of England.

Originally named Bourne-
mouth Belle, the boat later 
moved to Weymouth where 
she was renamed Weymouth 
Belle
tourist passengers. 

Her next move was to the 
Cromarty Firth where she was 
christened Souters Lass after 
the twin headlands there and 

she transported workers to the 
oil platforms in Nigg. 

In 1980 she transferred to 
John O’Groats as the pas-
senger ferry to Orkney until 
1987, when she moved to Fort 
William to cruise Loch Linnhe 
with up to 126 passsengers. 

Fitted with a Ford Diesel 
Holland 180 hp engine in 
2000, the steel-framed timber 
vessel measures 22 metres 
long by 6.5 metres wide and 
weighs in at 65 tonnes. 

Newly refurbished by Cor-
pach Boatbuilders, MV Sout-
ers Lass is looking ship-shape 
for a good few years yet. 

The national register records 
all the existing historic ves-

preservation.

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s Business Gateway 
is encouraging local businesses and social 
enterprises to take advantage of a new package of 

the most of information technology. 
The HI Digital programme, launched by 

Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE), in 
partnership with Business Gateway and with 
support from the Scottish Government, offers 
free online IT guides, free specialist advice and 

Tuesday April 23 at the Corran Halls, Oban. 

Two half day workshops are on offer - Doing 
More with Social Media and Tablet and Mobile 
Devices for businesses. 

The social media workshop is aimed at businesses 
with some experience of using social media who 
are looking for ways to use it to increase their 
reach and grow.  

It includes advice on how to structure a planned 
social media marking campaign to reach as many 
people as possible, identifying ways in which 

existing and new customers. 
The tablet and mobile devices workshop is aimed 

at businesses and social enterprises who want to 

can be used in the workplace. It will provide a 
general introduction detailing just what a tablet is, 
their usefulness in the workplace and give a hands-
on showcase of the different tablet platforms. An 

To book your place or to get more information 
on these workshops please contact your local 
Business Gateway on 01546 605 459 or email 
business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Additional workshops, venues and dates will be 
added to the programme shortly. 

Help at hand through HI Digital programme

is going from strength to strength as 
it prepares to launch its new purpose-
built vessel Schiehallion.

The 12-metre Redbay RIB has been 
designed for the commercial market 

for the business, run by Oban twins 
Cameron and Struan Smith.

Running in addition to their 
two  11.1metre vessels, the Power 

of Scotland and Rannochmor, the 
boat will also be used for Offshore 
Connection, the commercial arm of 
the business.

Large stern deck 
Designed to be versatile, there will 

be bow access on the cabin, two 
different docking methods on the 
bow, cooking facilities and a toilet.  

All 13 seats are interchangeable 
thanks to the rail system and feature 

suspension for passenger comfort.
There will also be a large stern deck 
for carrying larger cargo.

Flexibility
Struan said: ‘She offers great 

the tourism sector as well as the 
commercial industry.’

For more information on the 
business, see coastal-connection.
co.uk.

The MV Souter’s Lass is celebrating her 65th birthday.

Cruise boat joins National 
Register of Historic Ships

AN INNOVATIVE recycling pro-
gramme has helped with the installa-

Barcaldine company Fusion Marine.
The aquaculture equipment manu-

facturer successfully delivered the 

Salmon Company’s (SSC) new site 
at Gometra, on the west side of the 
island,  having re-used old materials 

-
ing the new development.

Worth approximately £645,000, the 
order for 16 Triton 100m circumfer-
ence salmon pens and associated 

boost for Fusion Marine. 
The new site at Gometra will pro-

up to four full-time local jobs.

farm pen specially developed to meet 
the demanding conditions found in 

polyethylene pens provide the highest 
possible levels of stock containment 
and offer a safe and stable working 

The pens for SSC were towed into 
position by the vessel Asteria in a 
two-stage delivery to Gometra from 
Fusion Marine’s coastal manufactur-
ing base at Barcaldine north of Oban. 

At the same time, Fusion Marine 

circumference pens from SSC’s 

nearby site at Tuath to be towed back 
to Barcaldine by the Knox Marine 
operated vessel Felsted for recycling. 

This recycled material was then 
partly used in the manufacture of the 
safety decking for the eight Triton 
pens destined for the second phase 
delivery to Gometra.

Iain Forbes of Fusion Marine said: 
‘We greatly appreciate the commit-
ment of The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany to supporting local businesses 
such as Fusion Marine. 

‘Over the years we have forged a 
close working relationship with SSC 

throughout the Highlands and Islands.
We are especially delighted to have 

used some of the recycled material 
from old pens in the manufacture of 
the safety decking for the new pens for 
Gometra, which has helped to create 

manufacture and supply.’
Stewart McLelland, chief executive 

of SSC, said: ‘Working with local 
companies is extremely important to 
us. Fusion Marine understands our 
needs and how we operate in the local 

when it comes to product quality 
and delivery.  The arrival of the new 
pens and removal of the old ones has 
gone without a hitch, allowing us to 
continue to make good progress at 
Gometra.’

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part 
of a small team selling advertising and features for our well 
established, award winning publications.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to 
generate and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful 
applicant will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job 
stability and the opportunity to work for a professional company 
that believes in rewarding success and effort.

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: 
ali@obantimes.co.uk 

Practice (Service) Manager  
Ref:AB/01.  Salary: £25,000 to £28,000 per annum (35 hours per week) 

The Practice Manager plays a key role in leading the best practice agenda of the organisation to ensure 
people who use services are at the heart of their own care and support. You will have strong leadership 
qualities to continue to drive this forward whilst meeting the challenges of delivering a variety of services.  
This will include stakeholder participation to seek and deliver innovative models of service that maximise 
choice and control for the people we support

This is a key post in the ongoing practice and development of ENABLE Scotland and is a role for the 
accomplished practice manager.  You will offer skilled day-to-day operational management and 
guidance in addition to strategic management support on a flexible basis across your area, giving 
assistance, advice and direction to Team Leaders and direct support teams as required.  You will 
provide the professional lead in developing new services and assisting in the implementation, ongoing 
development and performance review of existing services.  You will also support the direct management 
of services as part of general service development and lead with a solution focussed approach.

We are looking for someone who has a relevant Social Care and/or management qualification with 
relevant experience in the field of learning disability. You will already have a strong commitment to the 
values of inclusion and community connecting with the ability to drive this agenda as a core element 
of our service provision. You will have the necessary leadership skills to manage others effectively to 
achieve positive outcomes for the people we support. You will be able to demonstrate a high standard 
of organisational abilities, administrative skills and budgetary management experience.   

Please note that a current driving licence is essential for this post.

We believe in developing all our staff and provide an extensive training programme, combined with a 
commitment to create career development opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. We offer positive 
terms and conditions including a contributory pension scheme.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

ARGYLL AND BUTE –
MID ARGYLL AND KINTYRE SERVICES

If you have any questions about the position, or require any further information, 
please email mark.armstrong@enable.org.uk. To download an application pack, 
please go to www.enable.org.uk/jobs and click on Current Vacancies.

Completed application forms should be emailed to mark.armstrong@enable.org.uk.

We particularly welcome applications from disabled candidates and make our forms 
available in alternative media for applicants with a disability

Closing Date: 20th April 2013
These posts will be subject to a PVG Check.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

Oban Marina & Yacht Services Ltd
Isle of Kerrera, OBAN, Argyll PA34 4SX

Require a Finance and Administration Manager to support the increasing demands of this  
developing business based at Oban Marina.
Duties will include :-

programme, invoicing customers, credit control, cash accounting and banking.

activities.
The post will appeal to a candidate who has a customer friendly personality,  enjoys a challenge, 
is a free thinker who can produce results with the minimum of supervision, has a sound working 
knowledge of Microsoft programmes, some experience with Sage accounting and has excellent 
computer skills to quickly work with established computer programmes.

role and make an immediate contribution to the running of the Company.
Salary :- In the region of £22,500 per annum depending on experience.
For further information, please contact Peter Weir – Managing Director on 01631 710451. 
Please send CV by ‘e’ mail to pnw@obanmarina.com or by post to North Ledaig Caravan Park, 
Connel, By Oban PA37 1RU.

Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

HOUSEKEEPER/
CLEANER

required for Saturday 
changeovers at holiday 
house near Tayvallich.  

Would suit 2 people. £75 
per clean. Interviewing 

after 12th April.
Contact Julie

01309651202 / 01546 
870238 or Anna 
07919 584413

HECTOR WAS GETTING CROSS, THE
POSTIE SHOULD HAVE BEEN BY NOW 

WITH HIS NEW SCOTTISH FIELD!

Inside:
ORKNEY RISING -
Cameron Stout on his 
beloved islands

PLUS...
THREE CHEFS IN A BOAT - 
DELICIOUS RECIPES FROM 

ARDEONAIG
The genius of artist Joan Eardley
10 STAGGERING SCOTTISH FACTOIDS
Frogs and toads - why these barometers of our 
countryside’s health are under threat 
AN AYRSHIRE MAN - JAMES BOSWELL
Riding of the Marches - caught on camera

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN
a VIP visit 

to the Royal 

Yacht

Britannia

MAY ISSUE OUT NOW
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Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021Business

THE FISHING industry in Kintyre is 
on the brink of collapse, it has been 
warned.

Furious skippers gathered in 
Campbeltown to tell Marine Scotland 
bosses how proposed cuts to days 

them.

of business,’ said Andrew Harrison, 
skipper of Campbeltown prawn boat, 
The Atlas.

boats from Campbeltown, Tarbert and 
Carradale - who represent up to 150 
crew members - met Marine Scotland 
bosses. 

Skippers told how they were 
already struggling to pay crews 
just £200 a week, and that proposed 
cuts averaging 15 per cent of their 
allowed days at sea would make it 

At the root of the problem are a 
Cod Recovery Plan and ‘nonsensical’ 
European Commission regulations 

for whom cod represents less than 1.5 
per cent of catches.

Tommy Finn, chairman of 
Campbeltown Fisheries Association, 
said: ‘Clyde boats will be tied to the 
wall by these cuts. 

SHAWBOST-based Harris Tweed 
Hebrides has been shortlisted for two 
UK Fashion and Textile Awards.

The business is among three 
businesses listed in the Textile 
Business of the Year and Manufacturer 
of the Year awards.

The awards will be presented by 
the Princess Royal at a ceremony in 
London next month.

In the Textile Business of the 
Year, Harris Tweed Hebrides is 
named alongside two London-based 
companies. The other two short-listed 
companies in the Manufacturer of the 
Year category are Johnston’s of Elgin 
and Pantherella, who have been making 
socks in Nottingham for 70 years.

Harris Tweed Hebrides chairman 

recognition of the hard work, skills 
and commitment from everyone at 

led by our chief executive Ian Angus 
MacKenzie. 

‘It will further enhance the national 
and international reputation of our 
company and of the fabric we produce.’

At present, Harris Tweed Hebrides 
employs more than 70 people as well 
as providing work for around 140 
weavers. 

The company accounts for around 
90 per cent of Orb-stamped Harris 
Tweed production and exports to 
more than 50 countries.

FISHERMEN have backed an 
independent report that shows white 

market have increased.
NAFC Marine Centre in Shetland 

published Trends in Scottish Fish 
Stocks last week showing that, in 
almost all cases, the Spawning Stock 
Biomass (SSB) in 2012 was between 
50 and 100 per cent higher than the 
average over the years 2005 to 2007. 

The one main exception was for 
haddock in 2012, which was at least 
40 per cent higher than the average 
over the years 2009-2011  in both 
the North Sea and West of Scotland 
areas. 

For north-east Atlantic mackerel, 
which is currently the focus of a 
major international quota dispute 
with Iceland and the Faroes, the SSB 
in 2012 remained well above the long 
term average.

The other clear trend from the 
report – Trends in Scottish Fish 

all the species covered have declined 
over the last decade in the North Sea 
and/or West of Scotland areas, in 
most cases by at least 20 per cent, and 
in some cases by much more.

Bertie Armstrong, chief executive of 
the Scottish Fisherman’s Federation, 

term management approach would 
be the most sensible option for the 
future – rather than ‘knee-jerk’ 

in stock levels.
He added: ‘This report underlines 

recovery that is now occurring around 
our coasts. It also highlights the 
dramatic reduction in the amount of 

Bertie Armstrong, chief executive of the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation. 

Harris Tweed 
Hebrides on 
shortlist for 
two awards

It should not be forgotten that this has 
been achieved at considerable cost to 

alone having shrunk 

2000. In addition, our 

a whole range of 
conservation initiatives, 
including technical 
innovations to trawls to 
reduce discards and the 

Fishermen back new 

Scottish Fisherman’s Federation says findings indicate 
long-term management would be sensible option

Fishing in 
Kintyre on the 
brink of collapse 
warns skippers
‘Clyde boats will be tied to 
the wall by these cuts. They 
can’t go and fish and survive ‘

survive.’ Mike Palmer, head of sea 

Richard Lochhead, admitted the EU 
regulations were ‘nonsensical’. 

He suggested he may be able to 
persuade Brussels to grant the Clyde 

introduced to boats to prove their 

negligible cod catches. Mr Finn said 
his men ‘did not want to go down that 
road’.

He explained: ‘It would only take 
one box of cod to walk into someone’s 
net, and all the days used before 
cameras would be lost.

‘Our only hope is that we can 
borrow days at sea in advance from 
2014 and 2015.’

Archie McFarlane, chairman of 
Clyde Fisheries Association, said: 
‘There is not much optimism about 

look at the European Commission’s 
past record.’

Councillor John Semple said: ‘I 
have sent a full report of the meeting 
to Argyll and Bute MSP Mike Russell 
and he will take the matter up with 
Richard Lochhead.

be caught could be another way of 
gaining exemption.’

Jamie McGrigor, Highlands 
and Islands MSP and the Scottish 

joined councillor Donald Kelly, of 
South Kintyre, in urging the Scottish 
Government to reconsider a decision 

sea.

Proposed cuts to days allowed 
fishing at sea could ruin Clyde-

based boats.

Improved proposals for

Dawnfresh Fish Farm
on Loch Etive

Learn about our improved plans to create a fish farm on
Loch Etive by Airds Bay. View our proposals and have 
your questions answered.

Monday 15 April 2013
1pm-6.30pm Taynuilt Village Hall, Taynuilt PA35 1JN

Tuesday 16 April 2013
1pm-4pm North Connel Hall, Argyll PA37 1RF
6pm-8pm Ardchattan Primary School, Archattan PA37 1RH

If you are unable to attend the exhibition, or would like more
information about the proposals, please contact Dawnfresh at

dawnfresh@communityline.org or write to Dawnfresh, 
c/o MHP, 3 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 7HW

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
APPLICATION TO

CREATE A NEW CROFT

Mr D Craig of Lettershuna 
Riding Centre, Appin, Argyll 
is applying to create two new 
crofts.
5.01.43214

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Please specify your interest 
in the application and your 
reasons for objecting.  A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to the 
applicant.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days. Application 13/01169/FUL is 21 days.

12/04645/FUL Land 50m West of
Aranmore, Mallaig Bheag
Mallaig

Erection of house

13/00985/FUL Erracht Lodge
Banavie, Fort William

Replacement of rear
extension and front porch
and addition of external
store room

13/01115/FUL Land North East of Coire
Liath, Gairlochy
Spean Bridge

Erection of house

13/01150/FUL Cnoc-Ruadh, Portuairk
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Demolition of bungalow
and garage and erection of
new house

13/01163/FUL Tigh Marall, Bunree
Onich, Fort William

Conversion of double
garage into self-contained
studio apartment

13/01169/FUL Achnacon, Glencoe
Ballachulish

Temporary refrigerated
unit, deer larder

13/01174/FUL Kilchoan House Hotel
Pier Road, Kilchoan
Acharacle

Construction of conservatory,
canopy, new store, re-
location of LPG tanks, new
boiler house & biomass store

13/01187/PIP Burnbrae, Achintee Farm
Road, Fort William

Proposed new house plot

13/01192/FUL Blackwater Hostel,
Lochaber Road,
Kinlochleven

To site 5 camping pods on
campsite adjacent to
Blackwater Hostel

CHARLES AND BARBARA 
TYRE TRUST SCHEME 1979

In implementation of the objects of the above 

year, award grants to assist applicants -
-

education already obtained.
(b) to train in a trade or profession other than in 
which they are at present trained.
(c) to undertake a course provided by the Open 

(d) to undertake training in leadership and initia-
tive.

physical or mental disability.
In accordance with the wishes of the donors, the 
Governing Body shall:-
(a) satisfy themselves that the applicant is a 
Protestant, has completed school education, but 
is not, at the time of award, more than 25 years of 
age, and is ordinarily resident within the area of 
the former County of Argyll.
(b) Associate the names of Charles and Barbara 
Tyre with each award made under the scheme.
Further details and an application form may be 
obtained online at www.charlesandbarbara-
tyretrust.org.uk.  Completed applications must be 
received no later than 31 May 2013, and applica-
tions received after the closing date will not be 
considered except in exceptional circumstances.  
Please note application forms will be accepted 
before examination results are received.

Clerk to the Governors, Charles and Barbara Tyre 
Trust, Loch Awe House, Barmore Road, Tarbert, 
PA29 6TW
Tel:  01880 820 277 Fax:  01880 820 722 Eilean Eisdeal

Community Planning Survey
As part of a survey currently 
underway we will be having 
an informal drop in discussion 
on Saturday 13th April  10.30 
am - 12.30pm at Easdale 
Island Hall. We’d like to hear 
your views on what should 
happen at the Rush and Gush 
on the island. This will help us 
respond to the request from 
the council for a planning 
application on this land to 
formalise its use as storage.

A.G.M.
Comunn 

Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Thursday, 25th 
April, 2013

at 7pm in Free 
Church Hall

PUBLIC NOTICES

closures to protect spawning and 
juvenile stocks.

‘At a time when there is much 
alarmist and sensationalist 
misinformation about the state of 

true story of recovering seas and 

also give the public reassurance 
they can purchase Scottish seafood 
safe in the knowledge that it is 
being sustainably harvested under 
the careful stewardship of our 

01631 568000

Oban Times 
Newsdesk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00582/PP Renovation of derelict building containing 
one dwellinghouse and two outbuildings 
into 2 dwellinghouses and one outdoor store

The Thatched Terrace Sandaig 
Isle Of Tiree Argyll and Bute 
PA77 6XQ 

Tiree Area Office

13/00680/PPP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of new access.

Land North Of Oakholm Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4QB 

Oban Area Office

13/00699/PP Repairs and re-roofing of byre and 
installation of replacement conservation 
style rooflights.

Breachacha Farmhouse Isle of 
Coll Argyll and Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00490/PP Demolition of existing shed, alterations and 
extensions to dwellinghouse

Dunard Breadalbane Street 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and 
Bute PA75 6PX 

Tobermory Area 
Office

13/00587/LIB Renovation of derelict building containing 
one dwellinghouse and two outbuildings 
into 2 dwellinghouses and one outdoor store

The Terrace Museum Sandaig 
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute 
PA77 6XQ 

Tiree Area Office

13/00700/LIB Repairs and re-roofing of byre from scottish 
slate to cement fibre slate, installation of 
replacement conservation style roof lights 
and replacement guttering and downpipes.

Breachacha Farmhouse Isle of 
Coll Argyll and Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00708/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage, installation of septic tank and 
formation of new access 

Land North East of Tigh Na Crois 
Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00344/PP Repositioning of access and formation of 
pedestrian access

30 Charlotte Street Port Ellen 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA42 7DF 

Sub Post Office Port 
Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982
APPLICATION FOR A KNIFE DEALER’S LICENCE
Notice is hereby given that David Bleazard and June Bleazard have applied for a Knife Dealer’s Licence for the premises 
known as Outside Edge, 6 McGregor Court, Oban, PA34 4DJ to trade Monday to Saturday (and Sunday in the summer 
months) from 9.00am until 5.30pm.
Any person wishing to object or make representation regarding this application must do so in writing specifying the 
objection or nature of the representation, giving the name and address of the person making it and signed by that 
person to the undersigned by no later than 28 days from 11th April 2013. The Licensing Authority may entertain an 
objection/representation received after the 28 days before they make a final decision if satisfied there is a good reason 
why not made within 28 days.
CHARLES G REPPKE, Head of Governance & Law, Argyll & Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT
11th April 2013

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
PROPOSED DELETION OF ROAD FROM LIST OF PUBLIC ROADS
Notice is hereby given that under Section 1(4) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, Argyll and Bute Council proposes to 
delete from their List of Public Roads, the following section of road:
Raeric Road, Tobermory (No.018), from a point 274 metres or thereby northwest of its junction with Erray Road (No.006) 
adjacent to the property known as ‘Ardsorn’ extending in a north westerly direction for a distance of 266 metres or thereby. 
A plan indicating the extent of the deletion is available for public inspection during normal office hours Monday to 
Friday inclusive at the offices of:
1. Argyll and Bute Council offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull;
2. Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban.
Any person wishing to object to the proposal should send details of the grounds for objection in writing to the Head of 
Roads & Amenity Services, Argyll and Bute Council, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD by Friday 17th May 2013.
Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, Development & Infrastructure Services

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
John Davidson (Holdings) Limited  trading 
as J.D.P. Limited, of  Townfoot, Longtown, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 5LY is applying to add 
an operating centre to keep 2 goods vehicles and 
0 trailers at Unit 10 & 11 Glengallan Industrial 
Estate, Glengallan, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HG. Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make written representations 

386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations is available from the 
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MOTORING 
CLASSIFIEDS

Roddy’s
Garage
Electronic Diagnostics, Oban

ABS,  Engine and Service Lights Reset
Belts, Brakes and Clutches
Exhaust and Servicing
General repairs to all types of cars
High standard of work guaranteed
Welding and MOT Work

•
•
•
•
•
•

15 Mill Lane, Oban PA34 4HA
Rmacisaac06@aol.com
www.roddysgarage.co.uk
01631 565882

Quality repairs at affordable prices
Try us we won’t disappoint you!

R

CAMERON 
AUTO REPAIRS

I N V E R A R A Y

01499 302995
enquiries@cameronautorepairs.co.uk

All types of bodywork and 
paint spraying on cars, 

vans, plant and commercial 
vehicles of all sizes

C

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

F

WANTED

4x4’s Toyota & 
Land Rover 

All pick ups, 2 & 4 
wheel drive. 

Any condition from 
1990 - 2012 

All other 4x4’s 
considered

Mob:
07900668642

Greenfield 4 x 4’s

REIDS
Wanted Sports 

cars, cars, 
motorhomes,
commercials,

instant
payment.

Contact W1

Telephone 
01463 898693 or 

07754653608.

WANTED

Touring 
Caravan or 

Motor Home, 
Camper Van, 
Caravanette

etc.
Will travel

Tel: 
07864035750

Landrover
Defenders from 
1990 – 2012

 All Japanese pick-
ups 2 or 4 WD

Toyota, Landcruis-
ers, Hilux,

Mot’d or not
All models required

Contact
07952978986

WANTED
All types of motor 
homes & caravan-
ettes. Any age or 

condition. We also 
buy water dam-

aged or in need of 
repair. Also all types 
of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone : 
01250 884306

or mobile: 
07885 203020

WANTED WANTED

All types of light com-
mercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high 

mileage, non-runners 
considered.

Also all types of 4x4 vehi-
cles, land rover, 
Toyota, etc…

Telephone : 
01250 884306 

or mobile: 
07885 203020

TOYOTA MR2

£1050 o.n.o.

11 months MOT, 4 months tax, 2 litre twin cam, 
RWD, no defects.

Telephone 07525858154

SUZUKI MARAUDER
GZ 125 (2004)

£1800 o.n.o.

Immaculate condition, blue in colour
MOT till September 2013

Only done 2300 miles, Beautiful looking bike
Starts every time very reliable

Tel: 01688 302941 or 07748 352 168

MOTORS AND DRIVE TIMES

YAMAHA
OUTBOARDS

SPECIAL OFFER
10% CASHBACK 

ON ALL OUTBOARDS UP TO 25HP

CONTACT US NOW FOR SPECIAL PRICES

STODDARTS
WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com
01631 564176/07799692072

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Contact Nadine on 
01631 568020
to book your space 

in the Motoring 

WANTED

Any type of 4x4, any year/size considered
Any type of Toyota Hilux or land cruiser, also 

any light commercials
Will collect and pay cash

Tel: 0787 4967898
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household goods

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds stoveswindows & doors

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

Grants Laundry
KILLIN-OBAN-APPIN-GLENCOE-KILLIN

We pride ourselves on delivering an 

We are large enough to cope but small enough to care
If your business deserves a unique quality 

service then give us a call or email
Tel 01567820235

Email grantslaundry@btinternet.com

laundry services

windows

mobility

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

carports

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

electrician

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

scottish oak

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road, Portree, Isle of Skye
Prepare accounts for sole traders and 

partnerships, charities, income and 
corporation tax, VAT and payroll.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; 

SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS
Tel: 01478 612942

accountancy confectionery

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
SURROUND SYSTEM 5.1 sur-
round sound system Logitec 1176 
working condition,  £30 Telephone 
07561 341825.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABIES R US BRUIN HIGH-
CHAIR has detachable inner seat 
for younger baby. Sturdy con-

for storage. Immaculate condition,  
£25 Telephone 01546 602087.
BRITAX HI-LINER CAR SEAT 
black 4-11 years, in very good 
condition,  £20 Telephone 07799 
014608.
KARIBU red/white baby seat, 

new condition. Buyer collects,  
£20 Telephone 01546 600330.
LINDAM BOUNCERS x 2 attach 
to door, 1 boxed, both hardly 
used, Priced each, buyer col-
lects,  £15 Telephone 01546 
600330.
SILVER CROSS Maroon baby car 
seat/carry seat, excellent condi-
tion, birth to 1 year approx. Buyer 
collects,  £20 Telephone 01546 
600330.
SIT IN ACTIVITY CENTRE Jungle 
theme, as new, (was £65), buyer 
collects,  £25 Telephone 01546 
600330.

 BICYCLES
LADIES AND GENTS BICYCLES 
Gents Raleigh Max 7 gear 
mountain bike,   Ladies Universal 
Wildthing 6 gear mountain bike,  
both in good condition,  £45 each 
or £80 the pair Telephone 01397 
712320.

 BUILDING / DIY
BUILDERS POWERED BAR-
ROW UNUSED 4x4 Honda, 
250kg tipskip, 28” wide, goes 
thru doors. Great on build. sites, 
l/scape wk etc. Some accs extra 
££. Minard,  £1495 Telephone 
07771 981188.
HEAT GUN Black & Decker 1750w 
heat gun, will strip paint, varnishes 
& adhesives in seconds, on any 
surfaces, 2heat settings,  manual 
supplied,  £25 Telephone 07749 
521916.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

SET OF 5 CLASSIC CAR 
WHEELS with 165 x 13 tyres.  
Ideal for a classic or a trailer,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 564578.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

3 PIECE  WEDDING TROUSER 
SUIT ‘Libra’ stunning turquoise, 
size 16, crepe and satin with 
matching hat,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564684.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

BUFFALO AIRSTATION WIRE-
LESS-G HIGH SPEED ADSL2+ 
Broadband Modem Router. In 
original box with all leads, instruc-
tions etc. Surplus to requirement. 
as new,  £15 Telephone 01546 
602087.
SKYLANDERS XBOX 360 Spyros 
adventure starter pack, played 
couple of times. boxed. vgc,  £20 
Telephone 07868 481242.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

CANDY automatic washing 
machine in very good condition. 
Buyer must remove,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 565707.
FRIDGE/FREEZER tall 50/50 unit, 
well used but in working order.  
Buyer uplifts,  £49.99 Telephone 
07919 825931.
INDESIT WASHING MACHINE 
FREE, surplus to requirements.  
Telephone 01866 822349.
MICROWAVE OVEN 800w micro-
wave oven, in good working order,  
£20 Telephone 07749 521916.
SERVIS VENTED TUMBLE 
DRYER good condition & good 
working order, only selling due to 
purchase of condenser type dryer 

£45 Telephone 07790 372230.
SM ELECTRIC SLOW COOKER ,  
£5 Telephone 01631 563135.
VAX CARPET WASHER Vax 
Rapide carpet shampooer,  £40 
Telephone 07868 481242.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE DOG great nature, useful 
for inby work or croft. Good pet.  
Telephone 07769 845231.
COLLIE PUPPIES FOR SALE 
we have 2 black and white collie 
dog puppies for sale. From work-
ing parents who can be seen, 8 
weeks. Mull based, can deliver,  
£100 Telephone 01680 814234.
COLLIE PUPS FOR SALE of 
good working parents work or 
pets.  Telephone 01687 462098.
LHASA APSO PUPPIES beautiful 

from Breagha and Seamus’s litter.  
Will be ready for their new homes 
end of April.  Telephone 07748 
004961.
WHIPPET PUPPIES FOR SALE 
two beautiful male 1 black 1 
lavender blue both KC registered 
born 25/2/13 ready end of April 
only genuine loving homes 
considered.  Telephone 01631 
740286.

 FARMING
EQUIPMENT

FLAIL MOWER UNUSED! Honda 
13hp, 4ft cut, adj height, for quad/
ATV. Great for crofts, bracken etc. 
View Minard, will deliver mainland 
Argyll,  £1495 Telephone 07771 
981188.

 FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD Hardwood Logs, 
Priced per cubic metre, split and 
delivered,  £75 Telephone 01546 
510271².

 FURNITURE
2 NESTS OF TABLES teak and 
mahogany,  £25 Telephone 01631 
563135.

£25 Telephone 01631 563135.
2 SINGLE BEDS ,  £20 Telephone 
01631 563135.
3 PIECE SUITE light pattern(with 
1 electric chair),  £150 Telephone 
01631 563135.

4 DRAWER CABINET white,  £10 
Telephone 01631 563135.
6 DRAWER(AVALON) cabinet,  
£45 Telephone 01631 563135.
ANTIQUE MAHOGANY TABLE 
extends to 8 seats with 6 chairs, 
2 with arms,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 710862.
DINING TABLE solid dark oak 
round table, extends to seat up to 
eight, has carved pedestal leg and 
feet, excellent condition,  must be 
seen,  £49.99 Telephone 01631 
720449.
FOUR DINING CHAIRS four dark 
oak dining chairs with turned legs 
and tapestry seats and back pan-
els, excellent condition. Must be 
seen,  £49.99 Telephone 01631 
720449.
GREEN ARMLESS BEDROOM 
CHAIR ,  £15 Telephone 01631 
563135.
PINE DUTCH DRESSER ,  £45 
Telephone 01631 563135.
TALL DISPLAY CABINET light 
oak coloured display cabinet, tall 
modern design, glass on top with 
cupboard below. H.199cm D.42cm 
W.54cm,  £49.99 Telephone 
07868 481242.
TOY /BLANKET BOX solid pine 
chest with castors, painted pink 
with padded light coloured top,  
£10 Telephone 07868 481242.
TWO WARDROBES modern, 

condition, all screws, etc.  Free 
to good home.  Please collect. 
Telephone 01631 710053.

-
robe with locks beech colour. Ex 
condition,  £49 Telephone 07561 
341825.
WHITE BEDSIDE CABINET ,  £5 
Telephone 01631 563135.
WRITING BUREAU traditional 
writing bureau, dark wood. Three 
drawers and various small com-
partments in upper section,  £35 
Telephone 01880 740506.

GARDEN
8FT x 4FT ALUMINIUM GARDEN 
Shed(Argos), self build, unused, 
(no packaging), No longer re-
quired,  £49.99 Telephone 07763 
120193.
ARROW APEX METAL GARDEN 
SHED self-build metal shed from 
Argos. Still in unopened box. 
Heavy item: buyer to remove,  
£49.95 Telephone 01880 820372.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

EXERCISE BIKE Kirsty exercise 
bike with computer displaying 
time, distance, calories etc. As 
new condition,  cost £120 new. 
Bargain,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 720449.
PUNCH BAG and 2 sets boxing 
gloves, vgc,  £40 Telephone 
07980 650869.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE a Dimplex Glen 
2 bars plus convector similar to 
the Yeominster page 1037 in Ar-
gos Cat but this has a higher back 
housing the convector, smart,  £15 
Telephone 01631 565143.
JOTUL TROLLA 108 cast iron 
wood burning stove, 30” deep 13” 
wide, also some external chimney 

£49.99 Telephone 01546 886305.
PURMO BRAND NEW RADIATOR 
1600 x 450,  £49.99 Telephone 
07778 373759.
WHITE MARBLE LIPPED 
HEARTH Base style Botticino 
Lioz brand new cost £80 in per-
fect condition selling for,  £15 
Telephone 01631 565143.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, baby blue & baby pink 
colours in stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
3 GOLD RUGS,  £40 Telephone 
01631 563135.
CHINA TABLE LAMP,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01631 563135.
ELECTRIC FAN,  £5 Telephone 
01631 563135.
HEAVY COTTON LINED CUR-
TAINS cream, grey, peach 76” 
x 72”,  £20 Telephone 01631 
563135.
LARGE CHINA FLOOR LAMP,  
£40 Telephone 01631 563135.
LARGE MAHOGANY MIRROR,  
£15 Telephone 01631 710862.
MIRROR,  £5 Telephone 01631 
563135.
STANDARD LAMP,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01631 710862.
TERRACOTTA CURTAINS and 
pelmet, 90  x 90,  £20 Telephone 
01631 563135.
TRADITIONAL OVAL WOOLLEN 
RUG 60 x 37,  £20 Telephone 
01631 563135.

HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER TABLE beech effect, 
good condition, L 2”5, W 1”4, 
H 2”6,  £15 Telephone 01631 
563188.
DESK LAMP,   £5 Telephone 
01631 563135.
OFFICE FURNITURE 6ft x4ft  

-
able drawers. Ex condition,  £49 
Telephone 07561 341825.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATHROOM TAP Modern boxed 
tap top swivel handle, bargain 
cost over £80,  £25 Telephone 
01631 720369.
BRISTAN TAPS new boxed 
hot and cold single taps,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720369.
CHATSWORTH BY DENBY 4 din-
ner plates,  £40 Telephone 01631 
563135.
CHATSWORTH BY DENBY 8 
soup/cereal bowls,  £40 Telephone 
01631 563135.
IKEA BATHROOM CABINET new 
birch with mirror on front, shelves 

720369.
MUSTARD COFFEE SET ,  £20 
Telephone 01631 563135.
NEW SINK single bowl sink with 
drainer, unused,  £35 Telephone 
01631 564331.

NEW WORKTOP B & Q 3m 
worktop, oak laminate, unused,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 564331.
VANITY WASH BASIN 3 drawers, 
2 cupboards white ocean front, 
87cm long, 50cm wide, 87cm 
high,  £150 Telephone 01546 
886680.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Always a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed in 
this handy and conveniently sized 

or as a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
SAILING DINGHY LASER 2 fully 
equipped including launching and 
road trailers and cover. A little TLC 
required,  £250 Telephone 07724 
850794.
SMALL SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
suitable for small dinghy or tender, 
good runner.  Plus other seagull 
for spares or repair,  £49.99 
Telephone 01866 822349.

 MARINE UNDER £250
FUEL CONTAINERS 4-heavy duty 
plastic containers 20litres. Suit-
able for all fuels,  £20 Telephone 
01397 772604.
H D FUEL CANS 2-heavy duty 
plastic fuel containers 20 litres 
with spout, £8 each,   Telephone 
01397 772604.

 MISCELLANEOUS
BINOCULARS,  £5 Telephone 
01631 563135.
PROJECTOR SCREEN,  £45 
Telephone 01546 886680.
ROLLEI SLIDE PROJECTOR 
metal body, two circular maga-
zines,  £90 Telephone 01546 
886680.

 MOBILITY
3 WHEEL MOBILITY WALKING 
AID with basket and brakes, in 
excellent condition with little use,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 564578.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

for use  camping or caravanning. 
Rolls up small and has its own 
bag. Unused cost £70 accept ,  
£35 Telephone 07561 341825.
JUNIOR SET GOLF CLUBS suit 
age 6-8  years.  Set includes:  
driver, 5 wood, 7 iron, sandwedge 
putter, bag, balls and tees.  Good 
used condition,  £30 Telephone 
01631 710787.
RASH VEST XS Black Musto rash 
vest, short sleeves, 80cm chest. 
Excellent condition,  £3 Telephone 
01880 820639.
RASH VEST white sleeveless 
rash vest, women’s size 6-8. 
Good condition,  £2 Telephone 
01880 820639.
WETSUIT adult XS full length 
wetsuit.  Small hole in one knee 
but are otherwise in good cond, 
80cm chest, 133cm length,  £4 
Telephone 01880 820639.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATIONERY Design 
and printing of letterheads, comp 
slips and cards, for a hassle 
free service contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New baby 
or wedding, with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day. Truly 
individual, a treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print Telephone 01586 
554975.

WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD zinc, 
stainless, all types cable, house-
hold and armoured, top prices 
paid.  Telephone 07770 724851 or 
07788 961791².
SCRAP METAL all types of scrap 
metal, we uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 or 
07787 991636.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

RUBY WEDDING
MACCALLUM -
McPHERSON – Bill to Mary 
on April 14, 1973 at Glassary 
Parish Church by Rev W C B 
Smith. Present Address : 38 
Fernoch Park, Lochgilphead

GOLDEN WEDDING

DEATHS
BOURNE - Peacefully, at 
Dalginross House, Comrie, 
Perthshire, on Saturday, 
April 6, 2013.  Mary Bourne 
(formerly of Garry Place, 
Comrie), beloved wife of the 
late Dudley and good friend 
to all who knew her.  Funeral 
service to which all friends 
are respectfully invited, at 
St. Serf’s Church, Comrie, 
Perthshire, on Wednesday, 
April 17, at 1.30pm.  Thereafter 
to Perth Crematorium for a 
committal service at 3.00pm.
BUTLER - Peacefully at 
home after a long hard struggle 
against dementia, on Sunday 
April 7, 2013, in her 83rd 
year, Joyce, beloved wife of 
Ken.  Funeral will take place 
at Kilbrandon Parish Church, 
Isle of Seil on Thursday 11 
April at 1 pm. A committal 
service will be held at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday 12 
April at 12.15 pm.  No flowers 
please. Retiring Collection/
Donations if desired for Save 
the Children.
CAMERON - John aged 75 
years, of Ardlui, formerly 
Connel, beloved husband of 
Aileen, father of Sandra and 
Stuart, grandfather of Colin, 
James and Alastair. Died 
peacefully at RAH, Paisley 
on Sunday April 7, 2013. The 
funeral will be held at Cardross 
crematorium on Monday, April 
15 at 1.15pm.
CAMERON - Peacefully 
after a long illness borne 
with indomitable courage 
and dignity in the tender care 
of the staff at Roxburghe 
House, Dundee, Fiona (née 
Banks), beautiful, loving and 
beloved wife of Sandy, adored 
mother of Grant and Denise, 
dearly loved mother-in-law 
of Helen and doting granny 
of Blake.  A much loved sister 
of the late David, Yvonne, 
Brefni, Johnny and Wendy, 
a dear aunt and cousin and 
loyal friend to many.  Funeral 
service in Caol Church of 
Scotland at 12 noon on Friday, 
April 12, 2013 with interment 
thereafter at Kilmallie New 
Cemetery to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited.  Family flowers only, 
please, but donations in lieu 
can be made at the church in 
aid of the Princess Alexandria 
Centre at Ninewells Hospital, 
Dundee and Roxburghe House, 
Dundee.
CAMERON - Peacefully at the 
Western Infirmary Glasgow on 
April 3, 2013, Robert (Bobby) 
at the age of 88 years, of Isle 
of Tiree (formerly, Govan and 
Ralston Paisley). Beloved 
husband of Peggy, a dear 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather.
CARMICHAEL - Suddenly, 
after a short illness, on April 
5, 2013, Sheena Carmichael 
(née Wilson), aged 92 years, of 
Ford, Argyll, wife of the late 
Alasdair Carmichael, mother 
of the late John Roderick 
Carmichael, and grandmother 
of Alasdair and Neil.  Funeral 
service will be held in 
Kilmartin Parish Church 
on Friday, April 12 at 12 
noon, thereafter to Kilmartin 
Cemetery.  Family flowers 
only please. Donations, if 
desired, to Mary’s Meals.
CUNNINGHAM - Suddenly, 
at the Golden Jubilee 
Hospital, Clydebank on 
April 6, 2013, Isabella (Isa) 
Brown Cunningham, aged 
76 years, of 23 Seaside Park, 
Ardrishaig and formerly of 
Port Ann, beloved wife of the 
late Jock Cunningham, much 
loved mother of Jane, Eileen 
and the late Alex and Jessie, 
much respected mother-in-law 
of Tony, Alistair and Anne, 
cherished grandmother of 
Alex, Alisdair, Andrew, Sarah 
Jane and Siobhan, and great 
grandmother of Alexander.  
Funeral service was held in 
Ardrishaig Parish Church on 
Tuesday, April 9, followed 
by interment at Achnabreac 
Cemetery.  Sadly Missed.  
KIRSOP - Very suddenly at 
home in Cumbernauld, Tommy 
(late of Strontian), father of 
Leigh and Blair, brother of 
Allan, uncle of Nicola and 
Katrina, and brother-in-law of 
Kathy. Funeral to be arranged.

LANG - SHAW
Douglas to Moira married 

on April 3, 1963, at 
Giffnock Congregational 
Church, Glasgow, by Rev 

Hamish Smith, B.D.

LAUDER - Very suddenly at 
Lorn & Islands Hospital on 
Thursday April 4, 2013 after a 
short illness, Adrian Alexander, 

formerly Dundonald Road, 
Kilmarnock. Adored husband 
of Elaine, dearest big brother 
of Graham, beloved brother-in-
law to Allan, Andrew, Graeme, 
Tom and the late Iain and also 
to Heather; skipper of ‘Gannet’, 
a true friend to many; sorely 
missed source of endless joy. A 
celebration of Adrian’s life will 
take place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Breadalbane 
Street, Oban, on Monday 
April 15, 2013 at 5pm, to be 
followed on Tuesday 16, April 
2013 at 11.15 am by cremation 
at Cardross Crematorium. All 
friends are respectfully invited 

please; collection for RNLI and 
the ME Support Network.
So proud of you my darling.
LIVINGSTONE - Peacefully 
at the Mull and Iona Community 
Hospital on April 8, 2013, Flora 
(née Munro) of Salen, Isle of 
Mull. Devoted wife of the late 
John, much loved mother of 
David and Fiona, loving granny 
of Francis, Daniel, Corinne  
Lucy and her four great grand 
children. Funeral service to be 
held at Salen Parish Church on 
Monday April 15 at 12 Noon. 
Thereafter to Pennygown 
cemetery.
MACDONALD - On April 8, 
2013, peacefully at Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, Ian Jeffrey 
MacDonald, in his 58th year, 
beloved husband of Diana and 
much loved son of the late Jock 
and Greta.  Funeral service 
at Inveraray Parish Church, 
(today) Thursday, April 11 at 
12 noon, interment thereafter 
at Glen Shira Cemetery, to 
which all family and friends are 
respectfully invited.  Flowers 
welcome, collection if desired, 
for Macmillan Cancer Care.
REEVES - Lawrence (John) 
slipped away suddenly but 
peacefully on Tuesday April 
2, 2013, aged 79 years.  Much 
loved husband of Pauline. He 
will be sadly missed by all who 
knew him. The funeral service 
will take place on Monday 
April 15,  2013 at Redditch 
Crematorium at 11.45am.
Messages of sympathy may 
be left online at tributes.
powellandfamily.co.uk/john-
reeves 
All enquiries to Powell & Family 
at 15 North Street, Droitwich 
WR9 8JB Tel: 01905 827767.
ROONEY - Henry James 
MacPherson Rooney peacefully 
on Monday, April 1, 2013, 
(Harry/Hamish/Mac) died 
aged 78 years in the Western 

a short illness and many years 
of challenging health issues.  
He will be sadly missed by 
close and extended family and 
a rich tapestry of friends and 
acquaintances.  Grateful thanks 
is given for the understanding 
and caring professionals 
extended to him by his GP 
and all hospital staff who were 
involved over the years and in 

at Maryhill Crematorium, 
Tresta Road, Glasgow G23 5AA 
on Monday, April 15, 2013 at 
11.00am to which all relatives, 
friends are respectfully invited 
to celebrate his life.  Family 

desired in lieu, to ‘Help for 
Heroes’ UK Military Charity at 
the end of the service.
SOANE - Dr. Brennan Derry 
(Penicuik). On April 1, 2013, 
Brennan, beloved father of Gor-
don and friend of many, died 
peacefully after a period of illness. 
Funeral service at Morton-
hall Crematorium Main 
Chapel, on Monday April 
22, at 10am to which all 
friends are warmly invited.

if desired to Penicuik Commu-
nity Development Trust Ltd.
TAYLOR - Peacefully at the 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch, on Saturday April 
6, 2013, in her 87th year, Betty 
Taylor nee Stroyan, beloved wife 
of the late Bill, much loved  mum 
of Stewart and David, granny to 
Roanna, Sam and Hamish, great 
granny to Tyler and a dear sister 
to Irene.  Funeral will take place 
at Church of Scotland, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban on Friday 19 
April at 10 am. Thereafter to 
Cardross Crematorium for 2.15 
pm. All friends are respectfully 

only please. Retiring collection 
/ donations if desired for 
Alzheimer’s Research UK.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL - Allan and Elaine 
would like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for the 
kindness, help and expressions 
of sympathy shown to us after 
the loss of our mum JEAN 
(TEXA). Special thanks to Islay 
doctors and nurses and home 
carers for the wonderful care 
and attention mum received, to 
Rev. Angus Morrison and Rev. 
Rob Barlow for their words 
of comfort. Thanks to all who 
attended the service in St. John’s 
Church. Grateful thanks also 
to Jean and Craig MacAffer, 
Undertakers and Donnie 
MacKinnon for caring and 

Donations of £632.14 will be 
gifted to St. John’s church.
MACDONALD - The family 
of the late Catherine (Cathie) 
MacDonald would like to 
thank all relatives and friends 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy. Special thanks to 

the Rev. George Cringles for a 
lovely service, Hamish Hoey & 
Sons for funeral arrangements. 
Thanks to all who donated where 
a sum of £455 was collected for 
ABCD.
MACINTYRE - The family 
of the late Frances MacIntyre 
would like to express their 
sincere thanks to all who 
attended the funeral on Friday 
and for the many cards received.  
Special thanks to everyone at the 
Lorn and Isles Hospital, Oban 
for their care and compassion, 
to Rev Liz Gibson for the lovely 
service, Paddy and Libby Shaw 
for their excellent music in the 
church and Chris MacDonald 
who piped to the graveside.  
Thanks also to Mac and Sally 
at Glenorchy Lodge and to Iain 
Snr and Jnr at D A Munns for 

much easier.
MACKINNON - Ian and family 
would like to sincerely thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for the tremendous support they 
have received following the sad 
loss of Joy. Special thanks to 
Broadford community nurses, 
Macmillan and Marie Curie 
nurses. The care Joy received 
was second to none. Thanks 
to MacLeod undertakers for 

arrangements, to Kim at the 
Claymore for refreshments. 
Sincere thanks to the Rev. Ben 
Johnstone for being such a 
good friend to Joy and family 
and for conducting the service. 
£1,380.87 was very generously 
donated at Joy’s service to be 
divided between Broadford 
community nurses, Macmillan 
and Marie Curie nurses.
MACKINNON - The family of 
the late Angus MacKinnon would 
like to thank most sincerely 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in their 
recent sad bereavement.  Special 
thanks to the many staff of 
various departments and Wards 
I and B of the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, doctors and nurses 
at the Lorn Medical Centre, to 
Father James MacNeil for a 
lovely service, Mary Catherine 
for her beautiful song and piper 
Michael MacKinnon.  The Hoey 
family for their compassion and 

the Rowantree Hotel and to all 
who paid their last respects at 
the church and graveside the 
sum of £360 was raised for 
Oban Hospice.
McDOWALL - Jessie and 
family would like to thank all 
friends and neighbours for the 

kind expressions of sympathy 
received following our sad loss 
of Jimmy. Many thanks also to 
all at Hamish Hoey and Sons.
READE - The family of Jeff 
Reade who passed away at 
home in Tobermory last week 
would like to thank all those who 
helped to nurse him through the 
cancer that eventually cost him 
his life. The nurses and doctors 
at Tobermory surgery showed 
dedication, care and compassion 
that made his last weeks as 
comfortable as possible. To all 
in the Day Bed Unit at Lorn 
and the Isles Hospital, and the 
Macmillan nurses who became 
a regular part of his last years; 
thank you for the exemplary 
care you provided.Thanks 
especially  to all those who sent 
cards and letters, too numerous 
to mention. They have been a 
great comfort. And to everyone 
who came to the funeral, spoke 
so kindly and made it such a 
special and memorable day, our 
heartfelt thanks. Thanks also 
to everyone who made such 
generous donations to Cancer 
Research.
WHITEHEAD - The family 
of the late Patricia Whitehead 
would like to thank everyone 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy in their recent sad 
loss.
Special thanks to Jamie at Mike 
McFall funeral directors and 
Rev Chris MacRae of Kilmallie 
Free Church, thanks to all who 
donated the sum of £470 which 
will be split between Lochaber 
Deaf Centre and RNIB.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our Mum who died 
April 14, 2007. Always in our 
thoughts.
 Sadly missed, 
- Mairi, Elaine, Jennifer, and 
grandchildren.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of a dear wife and 
mum, Linda, who died on April 
14, 2007. In our thoughts every 
day.
- Love William and William xx
CAMPBELL - In memory of 
my dear son Robert who died on 
April 10, 2012. 
Loved and remembered always. 
- Mum x
CAMPBELL - In memory of 
my dear brother Robert who died 
tragically on April 10, 2012. 
Always in my thoughts. 
- Margaret x
HUME - Cherished memories 
of my dear husband Jim who 
died April 8, 2011. 
When thoughts go back 
As they often do
We treasure the memories
We have of you.
Inserted by his loving wife Eala 
and family ‘Duisdale’, Oban.
JOHNSTONE - In loving 
memory of Jimmy, dearly loved 
dad and papa, passed away April 
13, 2009.
Lovingly remembered. 
- Scott, Linda and Rachel, 
Gregor, Marion, Scott and 
James.

MACDONALD -  In memory 
of a dear brother and uncle 
Angus John (Angie), taken 
from us on April 16, 2012.
Sadly missed
Forever in our thoughts.
- From family at home and 
away.
MACEWAN - Treasured 
memories of Callum my dear 
husband and our father who 
died suddenly on April 12, 
2007. Precious memories how 
they linger. 
- Joan and family
MACGREGOR - In loving 
memory of our dad and papa 
Alastair who passed away 
on April 13, 1994.  Also 
remembering our dear mum 
and great Jean who passed 
away on April 13, 1994.  Also 
remembering our dear mum 
and gran Jean who passed away 
June 23, 2001.
A leaf in the book of memories
Is gently turned today.
Loved and missed always.
- Inserted by all the family.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our dearly missed 
parents and grandparents, 
Isabella, died April 15, 2011, 
and John, died March 11, 
2006.     
Those special years will not 
return
 When we were all together
 But our loving memories of 
you both
Will stay with us forever.
-  Donald John, Janette, Keith, 
Iain and Allan.
MACLENNAN - Treasured 
memories of our dear brother 
and uncle Norman, died April 
9, 2003.
Love you and miss you.
- Jessie, John and family.
McPHEE – In loving memory 
of my darling husband Willie, 
father, father-in-law and 
granda, who died on April 8, 
2005.
Love and miss you always. 
RIP.
- Your loving wife and family 
at home and away.
MURE - Everlasting memories 
of my dear mother, Kate Nisbet 
of Heanish, Tiree, who died on 
April 18, 2003.  
- Kenneth
PATERSON - In loving 
memory of Alec (Nab), a dear 
son and brother who died April 
7, 2006. 
When days are dark and friends 
are few, dear Alec how we think 
of you. Friends are friends if 
they are true. We lost our best 
friend when we lost you.
- Mam, Willie, Janet, Marion, 
Huntley.  
WILLIAMSON - James 
Stewart (Jimmy, Scrap Metal 
Merchant, Fort William), died 
April 12, 1997.
To the world you were Jimmy 
Williamson
To me you were the world.
- Linda, Richard and family.

MEMORIALS

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Rev Liz Gibson and the Parish of Glenorchy and Innishail thanked Iain Macpherson, Jean Steer, Pam 
Gibson, Maud Gray and Malcolm Bruce for more than 100 years of service between them in various 

roles, including as organist, property convenor, treasurer, session clerk and elders.

When ADAM disobeyed his GOD
All men (all mankind) sinners thus became,
It then required that blood be shed
To save us from the Eternal Flame.

To shed his blood and still BE, still?
ONE only ONE could e’er be found
HIS name was JESUS perfect sound.

To shed HIS blood and die HE came
To rid us of our awful shame,
And then HE lay within the tomb
Three days held fast in earth’s cold womb.

But out of death HE rose again
And brought with HIM ‘new life’ for men(mankind),
Perfect in walk and word and deed
HE met us in our time of need.

He met our need and GOD’s demand
For broken law and righteous mark,
He’s sitting now at GOD’s right hand
Completer of a prefect work.

So then, despite ‘old ADAM’s’ fall
Provision now is made for all,
And all who come within its scope
Will gain the perfect end of hope.

The perfect end of hope indeed
Christ in the heart, the perfect part,
All that ‘Mankind’ will ever need
Intended from the very start.

No-one in all of heav’n or earth
Can tell a story of more worth,
It comes commended to your soul
That you forever may be whole.

At last with Bodies bright and fair
We’ll rise to meet him in the air,
Blest culmination of that word
To ‘BE FOREVER WITH THE LORD’

Composed by Archie Elliot

Thought for the week
A thought from Easter

Celebrating long service at Glenorchy

THE 2nd Fort William Company 
of the Boys’ Brigade turned out 
for their annual inspection, dis-
play and presentation of prizes 
at the Duncansburgh Macintosh 
Church Hall with parents, friends 
and relatives in attendance.

Boys’ Brigade development 

out the inspection following a 
display of marching, drills and 
games. Mr Smith then made 
the presentation of prizes to the 
highest achieving boys.

Winners:
Anchor Boys: Perfect at-

tendance – Cameron Stephen; 
Regular attendance – Rocco 

McCulloch, Noah Johnston, 
Scott McLeod; Best Anchor Boy 
– Cameron Stephen; Best Squad 
– Cameron Stephen, Finlay 
McBride, Kayden MacLead, 
Rocco McCulloch, Noah John-
ston; Perfect attendance – Jack 
O’Neill, Liam MacDonald; 
Centenary Cup for Best Junior 
Section Boy – Liam MacDonald; 
The Wattie Adam Cup for Best 
Squad (presented by the Adams 
family in memory of their 
father) – King Scorpion; Junior 
Section Gold Award – Max Fox-
Gillies, Daniel MacLeod, Liam 
MacDonald.

Company Section: Perfect 

attendance – Jack Matheson, 
William Ringland, Robert Gal-
loway; Dan Hunter Memorial 
Trophy for Best Drilled Recruit 
– Roddy MacLeod; Lawrence 
Wilson Memorial Shield for Best 
Squad – Squad 3, Innes MacIn-
tosh; 1st Brierly Hill Trophy for 
most improved drill – William 
Ringland; Duncansburgh Cup 
for Christain endeavour – Innes 
MacIntosh; Jim Rodger Trophy 
for best all-round boy – Robert 
Galloway; Seniors Trophy 
– Ewan MacQueen; President’s 
Badge – 1 Innes MacIntosh, 
2 William Ringland, 3 Ewan 
MacQueen.

The 2nd Fort William Company prizewinning boys following the presentation.

Boys’ brigade turns 
out well for inspection

Appin SWRI learns 
about recycling
THE MEMBERS of Appin 
SWRI enjoyed an interesting 
talk on the subject of Recycling 
and Refuse Collection by Stuart 
McCracken, manager of Argyll 
and Bute Council’s  Street-
scene.

Speaking at Port Appin Hall, 
Mr McCracken talked about the 
services provided in the Lorn 

various ways in which waste 
was being recycled.

Recycle
He said the aim was to even-

tually recycle 70 per cent of 
waste.

There were questions from 
members, which Stuart was 
happy to answer.

President Doreen Evans 
thanked Stuart for an informa-
tive session.

Competition results
Cheese straws: Gold - Jessie 

MacKenzie; Silver - Ellen Mac-
Corquodale.

Photograph of wild birds: 
Gold - Jessie Gilkes; Silver 
- Margaret Massey; Red - Ann 
Calvert; Blue - Doreen Evans. 

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 14 April 2013

3rd of Easter
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ...............08:00
Sung Eucharist ....................10:15

Children’s Corner
All-Age Worship .............. 15:15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki McNelly, Provost.

(01631) 562323
St James, Ardbrecknish, 

Cladich
Holy Eucharist .................... 11:00

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ............... 11:00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ....................08:00
Evensong .............................20:15
Holy Eucharist  .........................   
 ....................Wed 17 April 14:30

CHURCH NOTICES



FOOTBALL COACHING

Date confirmed   
for 16th  
Robertson            
Cup Sixes
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1700

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot the
SHINTY BALL COMPETITION

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

T Sharkey
Crianlarich

J McNaughton
Balquhidder, Lochearnhead

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

SQUASH

YOUTH SHINTY

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s Football 
Development Service has announced the 
date for its popular Summer Residential 
Football Camp. 

The camp gives young players the 
opportunity to experience the life of a 
young professional footballer where the 
young players will be immersed in the 

Date of Summer Residential 
Football Camp announced

and experienced coaches and will take 
place from July 22 to 26 based at the Oban 
High School Hostel.

For more information about the camp 
please contact Argyll and Bute Football 

Some of the young players who enjoyed  last year’s residential camp.

Two out of two
as Saints win
double header

FOOTBALL

Big game this Saturday against Postal 
in the Marshall Trophy quarter final

Umbro SAFL Premier Division
Oban Saints 1
Castlemilk 0

to Glencruitten for this premier 
division league game, but the 
Glasgow team, sitting in second 
place in the league, had to travel 
back down the road on the end 

strike gave the home side all 
three points in a hard fought 
battle.

Glencruitten was very dry and 
dusty and it’s not often you hear 
people from Oban saying ‘we 
could do with some rain’ as the 
town normally gets more than its 
fair share of it over the year, but 
yes, the grass pitches in Oban 

rain.
Saints started well and nearly 

when the ball was laid back into 
Willie Gemmell’s path, but his 

hit the post in the 7th minute.
However, after such an encour

aging start Saints fell out the 
game and it was the visitors who 
looked the better side and Daniel 
Cassells was forced to make a 
good save low down to his left 
hand side.

minute, but referee Jimmy 
Litster, who had a good game, 
rightly chalked the ‘goal’ off for 
an infringement.

There were no further goals
coring chances and the teams 
went into the half time break 

just about right.

stern words to say to his players 
at the interval and thankfully 
they took heed as they turned in 
a far better performance in the 
second half.

Header
The home side should have 

when Alex Craig got on the end 
of a Willie Gemmell free kick, 
but he failed to hit the target 
from six yards with his header 
with only the keeper to beat.

However, the only goal of the 

a great ball across the face of 

patching the ball past a helpless 
goalkeeper.

The home side were starting 
to dominate as the half wore 
on and Dene Cassells had a net 

bound effort blocked, then Don
nie Campbell had a header well 
saved.

scored a second goal in the 67th 
minute. A cross to the back post 
was headed back across the face 

contrived to head the ball over 
the bar when it looked easier to 
score.

Saints kept pressing forward to 
try and get that vital second goal 

his shot sailed over the bar.
Any chance the visitors had of 

to go when Jason Tominey was 
shown his second yellow card 
of the match when he brought 

racing clean through on goals.
Saints played out the remainder 

of the game fairly comfortably 

win under their belts.

delighted to get the points but 
not happy with some of the play 

started off really well and could 
have been a couple of goals in 
front, then fell out of the game, 

Donald Campbell and Keith Millar break forward during Saturday’s 1-0 win over Castlemilk.  Photo: Stephen Lawson 

minutes was a lot better and 
we created a good number of 
chances, but failed to take them.

‘A one goal lead is always 
precarious, but we looked pretty 
solid at the back and didn’t really 
look like losing a goal which was 
pleasing.’

Jimmy Marshall Trophy
- 2nd Round

Oban Saints 9
Carlton YM 1

game of the weekend when on 
Sunday they took on Carlton 

to Saints who had the game all 

of the match.
The home side opened the scor

ing in two minutes with a Willie 
Gemmell left foot strike.
The goals came in quick succe

a double from Donald Campbell 

Three more goals, one from 

Donald Campbell gave Saints a 

second half to give all his squad 
a good amount of game time. 
Willie Gemmell scored with 
one of his trademark free kicks 
before Carlton netted through 

Scoresheet

when he got on the end of a Wil
lie Gemmell free kick to head 
home Saints’ ninth goal of the 
game.
Carlton’s day was summed up 

when they were awarded a pen

Hagan blazed the ball high over 
the crossbar.

There was no further scoring 
with the Oban side running out 

Saints’ next game won’t be so 
easy as this Saturday they take 

have met twice in the league 

two weeks ago, so this weekend’s 
game should be a cracker.
The match will be played at 

in charge.

Robertson Cup 
Shinty Sixes will be held on 

The competition, for the 

to all schools. Last year’s 
winners Dingwall Academy 
will be looking to retain their 
title but to do so will need to 
withstand opposition from 
schools from across the north 
including Lochaber High 

Charleston Academy and hosts 

For further information 
on this tournament, please 
contact Laura Fraser of Glen 

Representatives and customers of Kari-Tec with members of Oban Canoe Club. 15_t15kayak01

weekend when one of the country’s largest 
suppliers chose Ganavan to demonstrate its 
newest kayaks.

Sands on Saturday and invited sea kayakers 
of all abilities to try out their latest offer
ings.

based company, has held an annual open 
day in Oban for the past three years.

‘Some people want to try before they buy 
and others have recently bought a kayak and 
want to try it on the open sea.

because of the scenery, the fantastic access 
and the diversity of the kayaking available. 

There aren’t many other places that have the 

as a paddling destination.’

also been raised through the Oban Sea 

provide a trophy for the touring class.

KAYAKING

Oban Curling Club members, from left: Fraser Inglis, Graham Innes, Davie Thomson, Wilma Frew, 
David Howie, Walter Spiers and Caroline Ronald.

Club have won four trophies 
over the past season.

Competing against other clubs 

monthly basis at The Waterfront 

and the Baxter Tankard. The 

club also won The Strathcona 

Glenorchy, Lochaber and a 
combined team of Oban and Fort 
William Rotarians.

Dinner
Club members and guests met 

dinner at the Taynuilt Hotel.

Although the curling season 
has now ended, the Oban curlers 
are already looking forward to 
the new season, which will start 
in October.

Anyone interested in joining 
the club should contact secretary 

CURLING

Successful season for Oban curlers

Eaglesham 2.

Lochgilphead Red Star. Jimmy 

SAFL results and 
upcoming fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
fixtures

back into action this weekend 
after the Easter break with the 

FOOTBALL

held its annual open squash 
tournament on April 6 and 7. 

Gents played on the Saturday 
and ladies on the Sunday.

Event organisers Colin 

were overwhelmed by the 
turnout and support from all 
competitiors.

A huge thanks goes to Atlantis 
Leisure for the donation of the 
courts for the weekend and also 

their time.

Annual open 
tournament            
at Atlantis
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Fixtures

Results

‘Praise is for schoolkids, points 
are for men.’ - Gussie Campbell

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Camanachd Cup         
Preliminary 
Round takes place              
on Saturday

Results 6 April

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup 1st Round
Ardnamurchan P - P Strathglass

team walkover to Ardnamur-
chan 
Ballachulish 4 - 1 Kinlochshiel 
Beauly P - P Bute  

team walkover to Beauly
Boleskine 1 - 5 Newtonmore
Glengarry 8 - 0 Strathspey
Inveraray 3 - 1 Glasgow MA 
Inverness 1 - 12  Lovat
Kingussie 2 - 1 Aberdeen Uni
Kyles Athletic P - P Caberfeidh

team walkover to Kyles Athletic
Lochaber 1 - 2 Skye  
Lochcarron 11 - 0 Lochbroom
Lochside Rvrs 4 - 2 Oban Celtic
Tayforth 1 - 1 Glenurquhart
Glenurquhart won 2 – 1 on 
penalties

Balliemore Cup 1st Round 
Oban Celtic 0 - 1 Bute

Orion Group Premiership 
Glenurquhart 2 - 2 Fort William
Kinlochshiel 3 - 2  Kyles Ath 
Kingussie  0 - 1 Lovat
Lochaber 0 - 1 Inveraray
Oban Cam 0 - 2 Newtonmore 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Inverness 0 - 3 Caberfeidh      
Skye 0 - 1 Beauly   
Strathglass 0 - 6 Kilmallie

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 
Aberdour 5 - 2 Taynuilt 
Glenorchy 2 - 2  Kilmory      

Fixtures 13 April
(All throw up 2.30pm unless 
stated)

Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup Preliminary Round
Caberfeidh v  Bute   
John Angus Gillies - 1pm 

Orion Group Premiership 
Fort William  v Kingussie   
Ted McDonald
Inveraray v Glenurquhart  
David Mitchell - 3pm
Kyles Athletic  v  Lochaber   
Daniel MacRae
Lovat  v Oban Camanachd 
Evan MacRae 
Newtonmore v  Kinlochshiel  
Billy Wotherspoon

The Balliemore Cup 
1st Round 
Skye v Inverness  
Graham Cameron
Strachur v  Kilmory  
Colin MacDonald
Taynuilt v  Glasgow Mid Argyll
Lachie Wood  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Beauly v Kilmallie  
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Lochside Rovers v Oban Celtic  
Neil Ferguson
  
Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Aberdeen University v Lovat   
Innes Wood
Glengarry v Skye   
John Matheson
Glenurquhart  v  Beauly  
John MacLeod
Kingussie v Fort William  
Archie Ritchie
Kinlochshiel v New’more   
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Ballachulish  v Kyles Athletic  
Alex MacVicar
Bute v Col Glen  
Rab Douglas
Inveraray v Aberdour  
Ewan MacDonald - 12pm 
Tayforth v Glasgow Mid Argyll
John MacGregor

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3 
Boleskine  v Strathglass  
John Sloggie  
Lochaber v Kilmallie   
Dunkie Kerr
Lochbroom  v Lewis   
Calum Girvan  
Lochcarron v Inverness  
Willie MacRae  
Strathspey v Caberfeidh   
Donald MacRae

Womens Camanachd
Association
Fixtures Sunday 14 April
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Glengarry v Strathglass 
Ardnamurchan v Lovat

Oban Camanachd’s Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish and Newtonmore’s Calum Stewart tussle for the ball during the Orion Premiership match 
played at Mossfield Stadium last Saturday. The Badenoch side won an entertaining game 2-0. Photo: John MacTavish

Glengarry’s Michael Brady steps in to clear from Strathspey’s 
Andy Hay. 20_f15garry01

Opposing number 7s David Robertson, left, from Inveraray, and 
Lochaber’s Martin Johnstone fought out a tough battle

throughout the game at Spean Bridge. 20_f15shinty05

OBAN CAMANACHD 
manager Gussie Campbell says 
he appreciates the praise his team 
are receiving from opposing 
teams but is keen for his men to 
start picking up points.

The Oban side once again 
matched opponents Newtonmore 
for large periods of the game last 

nothing to show for it in a 2-0 
defeat.

trip to Lovat this weekend, 
Gussie says his team can take 
something from the game.

Gussie said: ‘We need to start 
picking up points soon because 
it is harder to do that late in the 
season.

‘A lot of teams are praising us 
but that doesn’t get points on the 
board. Praise is for schoolkids, 
points are for men.’

Bartlett as a danger man for 
Lovat but insists his defence is 
capable of dealing with Lovat’s 
deadly forwardline.

Craig MacMillan and James 
MacMillan will be missing for 
the away side this weekend but 
defenders Ally Gunn and Gareth 
Evans are expected to return.

LOVAT will look to continue 
their title challenge with a home 
game against Oban Camanachd 
this Saturday.

A second win on the bounce 
could see Alan MacRae’s 
unbeaten side jump up to second 
place if other results go their 
way.

And they will fancy their 
chances at home against 
promoted Oban, who have lost 

season.

league win of the year to move 
up to fourth place with a 1-0 
victory away to Kingussie last 
weekend.

Lewis Tawse scored the only 
goal of the game, with Lovat 
surviving some late pressure 
from the home side to take both 
points.

NEWTONMORE face a 
potentially tricky tie when they 
welcome Kinlochshiel to The 
Eilan on Saturday.

’Shiel have had a strong start 
to the season and defeated one of 
’More’s title rivals Kyles Athletic 
last weekend.

But PJ MacKintosh’s men are 
in good form themselves, sitting 
two points behind early leaders 
Inveraray with a game in hand.

MacKintosh told The Oban 
Times: ‘They are a very 
competitive side, very quick, 
and you have to make sure you 
get on top of them.’

’More made light work of a 

against Oban Camanachd last 
weekend, running out 2-0 
winners thanks to second half 
goals from Chris Sellar and 
Calum Stewart.

MacKintosh told The Oban 
Times injuries were taking their 
toll on his squad.

He said: ‘It’s been a real bad 
start to the season in terms of 
injuries, it’s just been non stop. 

six players down this weekend.’
Rory Kennedy and John 

Mackenzie both picked up 
knocks against Oban and may 
miss this weekend’s game.

KINLOCHSHIEL will be 
looking for their second major 
scalp in a week when they visit 
Newtonmore this weekend.

’Shiel upset the betting last 
weekend when they came from 
two goals down to spring a 3-2 
victory against title hopefuls 
Kyles Athletic at Balmacara.

And Johnston Gill’s men will 
be looking to repeat the trick 
against the reigning league 
champions who have won three 
of their four matches so far.

After falling two goals behind 
after just 28 minutes, ’Shiel 
fought back through goals from 
Gordie MacDonald and John 
MacRae to go into the break 
level.

MacDonald got his second of 
the game in the 69th minute to 
win the game for the home side.

Despite being tipped by some 

the Orion Group Premiership, 

games.

INVERARAY will be looking 
to continue their good form 
when they host Glenurquhart 
this Saturday.

The ’Aray surprisingly lost to 
this weekend’s opponents at the 
Winterton last season but won 
in Drumnadrochit, so player/
manager Garry MacPherson 
admitted this game could go 
either way.

Inveraray scored ‘a scrappy 
goal, to win a scrappy game’ 
against Lochaber last Saturday, 
according to the manager.

But MacPherson said he 
doesn’t care how his team win, 
as long as they keep getting two 
points from the matches.

Last Saturday ex-Kilmallie 
forward Peter MacIntyre struck 
on 69 minutes, pouncing on a 
rebound to push the ball into the 
net and score the only goal of the 
game.

Douglas Dando and 
Christopher Crawford are likely 
to be long term absentees through 
injury but Stuart Robertson is 
recovering from a hamstring 
injury and could take his place 
on the bench this weekend.

GLENURQUHART overcame 
a selection crisis to put up a 

strong performance against Fort 
William on Saturday and can 
count themselves unlucky not to 
have picked up a win.

The Drumnadrochit side were 

with co-manager Drew McNeil 
even naming himself on the 
bench to make up the numbers.

After Fort took an early lead, 
Glen hit back through Neal Reid 
and David Smart to lead 2-1, but 
had to settle for a point after an 
equaliser from Daniel Stewart in 
the 72nd minute.

McNeil told The Oban Times:
‘We were eight short, but we still 
should have won the game.

‘Paul MacKay had a number of 
good saves and perhaps we were 
missing a wee bit of composure 
in front of goal.’

Glen make the long journey 
south to take on early league 
leaders Inveraray this Saturday, 
with McNeil expecting a tough 
match.

He said: ‘I said at the start of 
the season I thought Inveraray 
had a good wee run of home 
games to start - I think three 

at home. They’ve got a history 
of beating Kyles and I thought 
they would beat Lochaber last 
weekend.

‘We’ll hopefully have some of 
our players back for Saturday.

back available.’

FORT WILLIAM will be 
hoping to have a few more 
familiar faces in the side this 
weekend when they welcome 
Kingussie to An Aird.

were missing for last weekend’s 
2-2 draw away to Glenurquhart 
as a result of injury and work 
commitments.

Adie Robertson and Victor 
Smith named a threadbare 
squad and can count themselves 
fortunate to come away from 
Drumnadrochit with a point 
after the home side controlled 
much of the game.

Fort William and Kingussie 
have had up and down starts 
and sit in the bottom half of the 
league, meaning a win could 
provide either side with a boost 
to kick start their season.

KINGUSSIE will look to get 
back to winning ways when they 
visit An Aird to take on Fort 
William this Saturday.

Both sides have had inconsistent 
starts to 2013, picking up four 
points a piece so far.

Kings manager Russell Jones 
told The Oban Times: ‘Like us, 
Fort William haven’t had the 
best start but they’re always a 
dangerous team. Both teams 
would have been looking to win 
the league in recent years, that’s 
probably not the case just now 
but I’m sure it’ll still be a good 
game.

‘We’ve played four games so 
far and won two and lost two, so 
we’re looking to stay ahead in 
the winning margin.’

Thomas and Rory Borthwick 
missed last weekend’s 1-0 loss to 
Lovat due to a holiday, while Lee 

Bain is expected to recover from 
a hamstring injury in time to 
play. Ryan Borthwick’s injured 
back may see him miss out.

Kings lost out to a solitary goal 
from Lewis Tawse in the 33rd 
minute.

they were probably a bit sharper 
than us but in the second half 
there was nothing in it at all.

‘But we were four short so we 
were happy with how the guys 
performed.’

KYLES ATHLETIC trainer 
James Perlich is not worried 
about his team’s recent slump in 

and injury-free team selection.
The Tighnabruaich men lost 

3-2 at Kinlochshiel on Saturday, 
following up the 3-1 derby defeat 
to Inveraray the previous week.

Kyles had gone 2-0 up through 
Roberto Zavaroni and Roddy 
MacDonald against Kinlochshiel 
but failed to kill off the home 
side, who punished them in the 
second half.

Speaking ahead of this 
weekend’s home game against 
Lochaber, Perlich said: ‘We are 
not thinking about Lochaber 
too much because we have to 
concentrate on ourselves at this 
time.

‘We need to focus on getting 
a settled team again that plays 
well together. 

We have been missing six of our 
regular starters through injury 
in recent weeks.Last Saturday 
Kinlochshiel simply took their 
chances well and hardly played 
at all in the second half.

Kyles expect centre David 
Zavaroni and winger Duncan 

they look to get their title charge 
back on track.

LOCHABER face one of 

they travel to Tighnabruaich to 
take on Kyles Athletic as they 

of 2013.
Some good displays have not 

led to goals, with Lochaber only 

leave them bottle of the Orion 
Group Premiership.

Interim manager Calum 
Cameron told The Oban Times 
his side’s display during last 
weekend’s 1-0 loss at home 
to Inveraray had given him 
encouragement.

He said: ‘Kyles are a very 
strong team at home. But we  saw 
an improvement from the boys 
on Saturday. We seemed to have 
the bit between our teeth a bit 
more. We’ve got six forwards in 
the squad that we could look to, 

little bit. We’ve very happy with 
our squad. We maybe just need a 
little break in front of goal.

‘[Inveraray keeper] Graeme 
MacPherson  made two 
outstanding saves on Saturday.’

A strike from former Kilmallie 
player Peter MacIntyre was 
enough to seal the win for 
Inveraray during a scrappy 
match at Spean bridge last 
Saturday.

KILMALLIE visit their nearest 
title rivals Beauly this Saturday 
looking to keep up their 100 per 
cent league record.

Duncan Kelly’s side came out 
on top 4-1 when the twos sides 
met at Canal Parks last month, 
but that is the only game Beauly 
have lost so far.

Saturday’s hosts posted an 
impressive result last weekend, 
beating Skye 1-0 in Portree.

Kelly told The Oban Times:
‘That was a brilliant result for 
them. 

‘We’ll have to be at our best to 
get anything against them.

‘But that’s us a third of the way 
through the season unbeaten, so 
we’ll have to try and keep that 
going.’

Kilmallie’s relentless form 
continued with a 6-0 thumping 
of bottom side Strathglass last 
weekend.

Liam MacDonald scored a hat 
trick, with Sebi MacMillan, Liam 
Cameron and Martin Munro 
also on the scoresheet. Grant 
MacKenzie, Alan MacDonald 
and Steven MacAllister all 
missed out on playing.

Kelly said: ‘We started off 
well and got a goal early on, 
but the we gave away a penalty, 
which our goalkeeper managed 
to redeem himself by saving 
brilliantly.’

SKYE CAMANACHD will 
hope to bounce back from last 
weekend’s loss to promotion 
rivals Beauly when they take on 
Inverness in the Balliemore Cup 
at Portree this Saturday.

The two Marine Harvest North 
Division 1 rivals  met on the 
opening day of the season, with 
Skye running out comfortable 
6-1 winners.

The islanders’ title hopes were 
dealt a major blow after losing 1-
0 at home to Beauly, with David 
MacLean grabbing the only goal 

The loss meant Skye slipped to 

pacesetters Kilmallie.

GLENGARRY return to 
league action with a home tie 

against Skye Camanachd after 
last weekend’s 8-0 crushing 
of Strathspey in the Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup.

Ewen Cameron’s men have had 
an indifferent start to the season, 
winning two and losing two so 
far.

The Invergarry side sit in sixth 
place in Marine Harvest North 
Division 2, two points behind 
this weekend’s opponents.

Cameron said he was pleased 
with his side’s ‘very good’ 
performance against Strathspey, 
which moved them into the third 
round of the competition.

Arran Clark and Daniel 
MacLennan both scored hat 
tricks during the match.

BALLACHULISH face a 
tougher test away to Kingussie 
in the next round of the 
Sutherland Cup after easing past 
Kinlochshiel last Saturday.

Kinlochshiel make the long 
journey to the Jubilee Park to 

challenge from the north of the 
season.

Both teams started well but 
Ballachulish opened the scoring 
through a good long strike from 
Duncan MacDonald in the fourth 
minute and raced further ahead 
with another goal in the sixth 
minute from Lorne Brown.

MacDonald hit his second in 
the 24th minute but an injury 
to Balla’s David Grant signalled 
an upturn in the Kinlochshiel 
play and they pulled a goal back 
through Aiden MacRae in the 
36th minute.

Although Kinlochshiel were 
dominating, they made very little 
inroads on the Ballachulish goal 
and their frustrations showed 
when Ross Fraser was shown a 
straight red card by referee Euan 
MacDonald for kicking out at his 
opponent.

stronger team and completed the 
scoring at 4 – 1 when MacDonald 
completed his hat trick in the 
85th minute.

This weekend Ballachulish 
face a potential top-of-the-table 
clash with Kyles Athletic in 
Marine Harvest South Division 
Two.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS will 
play an Oban Celtic team on 
Saturday for the second weekend 
in a row.

Having despatched Celtic’s 
second team 4-2, thanks to 
goals from Brian MacCallum 
(2), Malcolm Clark and Shaun 
Morgan, to progress in the 
Sutherland Cup, Lochside now 
face a tougher challenge on 
Saturday.

Co-manager Andrew Pearson 
said: ‘We will approach the 
game the same way we do every 
week but I know the boys will 
be up for it. I don’t think it is 
as simple as saying we won last 

they had a few older players and 

The boys just dug in and got the 
result, which is what we have 
been doing all season.’

OBAN CELTIC president 
David Hamilton expects a close 
game this Saturday in Oban’s 
South Division One derby.

Lochside defeated Oban Celtic’s 
reserves in the Sutherland Cup 
last weekend, so the senior team 
will be out for revenge.

Hamilton said: ‘The boys 
always look forward to a derby 

game and this one will be close.’
Celtic lost 1-0 to islanders 

trio of John Hill, Lee Askew and 
Allan MacInnes.

‘One slip up has cost us the 
game,’ said Hamilton. ‘But we 
have hit the bar and their keeper 
had to make a couple of really 
good saves to keep them in it.

‘Our defence is still looking 
good but we are needing 
someone to start sticking the ball 
in the net.’

Praising the effort of the 
club’s reserve team, who scored 
through Alan McKie and Sandy 
MacLeod in a 4-2 defeat on 
Saturday, Hamilton said: ‘The 
second team matched Lochside 
throughout, but in the end I think 

Asked whether Oban Celtic 

next season, Hamilton replied: 
‘I doubt we would have a 
second team in the leagues 
because I don’t think there are 
enough younger players coming 
through.

‘A second team is in our long 
term plan but we need to get 
more young players involved.’

A mass call-off meant 
GLENORCHY were forced to 
recall the veterans for the visit 
of Kilmory last Saturday in the 
Marine Harvest South Division 

And it was one of the old guard, 
46-year-old Des McNulty, who 

to salvage a 2-2 draw. 
Des’ son, John, had pulled a 

goal back for the home team just 
before half time after Kilmory 
took advantage of a makeshift 

15 minutes.
But the dismissal of Kilmory’s 

Mark Robertson with 20 minutes 
left to play turned the game in 
Glenorchy’s favour and Des was 
moved from full back to full 
forward as the Dalmally men 
sought an equaliser.

Although Des had not played 
for three years, he could not 
claim to be the oldest player on 
the pitch. That accolade went 
to Glenorchy veteran Andy 
MacLean who, at the age of 54, 
wound back the clock with an 
inspired performance.

Glenorchy coach John Smith, 
who named himself among the 
substitutes, said: ‘We had a total 
of 12 players unavailable for this 
game, so 2-2 is a good result for 
us.’

weekend, giving their absentees 
an extra week to recover from 
injuries.

TAYNUILT will have to repeat 
the heroics of the early season 
0 – 0 draw with Glasgow Mid 
Argyll if they are to progress in 
the Balliemore Cup.

The village side host free-
scoring GMA this Saturday in 

from their hard-fought draw last 
time out.

Manager Willie Gillies 
conceded GMA were favourites 
but believes his side are capable 
of an upset.

‘I have seen GMA a couple of 
times this season and they seem 
to blow hot and cold.

‘But we know what they are 
capable of, so we will be on our 
toes and well prepared.’

Last weekend Taynuilt returned 
from Fife on the wrong end of 
a 5-2 scoreline after playing a 
rejuvenated Aberdour.

Senior players George Reid, 
Stuart Scott, David Campbell 
and Ewan Neilson were missing 
for the trip but Taynuilt took a 
2-1 lead into the break, thanks 
to goals from Willie Neilson and 
youngster Fraser MacMillan.

In the second half, Aberdour 
had a wind behind them on a 
sloping pitch and it was one-way 

Gillies said: ‘In the second 
half we were down the slope and 
against the wind. It was like they 
had an extra man.

players who had dominated the 

because it wasn’t leaving our 
half.’

BUTE face a 16-hour return 
trip to Caberfeidh in the 
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup preliminary round this 
Saturday.

The islanders will catch the 
early ferry at 6.40am and return 
in time to catch the 9pm ferry 

Manager Graham Fisher said: 
‘It will be a long trip but the 
boys are keen to do well in the 
Camanachd Cup and will be 
raring to go once we get there.’

Bute progressed in the 
Balliemore Cup last Saturday 
when a Robert Walker goal 

against Oban Celtic.
Fisher said: ‘I think we could 

have scored more goals but I am 
happy with another clean sheet. 
I think Robert Ferguson and 
David Whitelaw in particular 
were solid at the back.’   
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Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures 2C to 8ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light, northerly
 Temperatures 0ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 11, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.16 0.6 06.06 4.0 12.28      0.7        18.46     3.9
Fri  00.52 0.7 06.38 3.9 13.01      0.8        18.46     3.9
Sat  01.26 0.9 07.09 3.8 13.35      0.9        19.16      3.8
Sun  01.59 1.1 07.42 3.6 14.10      1.1        19.48     3.7
Mon  02.33 1.4 08.15 3.4 14.48 1.3        20.22      3.5
Tues  03.10 1.6 08.15 3.2 15.31 1.5 21.00     3.3
Wed  03.57 1.8 09.33 3.0 16.21 1.7 21.46      3.1
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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First event for 
Argyll Golf Union

GENTS: Captain’s Prize 1st 
round plus medal 7 April - 1 
Mark Bergant 56 (15); 2 
Ashley Dowell 58 (18); 3 David 
Thomson 60 (13)
Ladies: Local Charity 

Competition 2 April - 1 Jane 
MacIntyre 36 pts (28); 2 Moira 
MacVicar 29 pts (33); 3 Liz 
Mudie 27 pts (31).

Taynuilt

APRIL Medal played 7 April - 1 
Ross Johnston 80 less   10  Net 
70; 2 Brian O’Neil 83 less   12 
Net 71; 3 Alistair Livingstone  
83 less 12  Net  71. Css 72.

Islay

MENS April Medal - 1 Mike 
Campbell, 78-19-59; 2 Tom 
Nunn 78-13-65; 3 Paul Brown 
74-08-66.

Ladies April Medal - 1 
Margaret Ingram 90-24-66; 2 
Jenny Smith 106-26-80.

Tobermory

THIS weekend sees the 

season with the Matchplay 
Championship taking place over 
Machrihanish. 

Craig Pirie and Ross Currie. 

the the area website. www.

GOLF

team Oban Saints have looked to 

three trophies this season.
The Argyll club has recently 

Scottish Amateur League Pre-
mier Division title. The team is 

Jimmy Marshall Trophy.
The Kurishita brothers: Son-

jon, aged 24, Sonin, aged 23, and 
Sommin, aged 21, have all been 

Japanese brothers Sommin, Sonjon and Sonin Kurishita have signed for Oban Saints.15_t15japan01

East meets West as Saints 
sign three Japanese players

Sonin have already made their 
debuts. Sonin grabbed a goal in 
the 9-1 victory over Carlton YM 
last Sunday.

opened a restaurant, Itadakizen, 
in Criagard Road.

Kind

says Sommin. ‘We enjoy it 
and everyone is very kind and 

Oban Saints secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘Technically 

touch on the ball is superb.
‘There was a slight language 

its own universal language and 
they soon picked up what the 
manager wanted them to do.

‘They mix in well with the rest 

assets to the club.

May, so we hope to give the boys 
as many games as we can.’

FOOTBALL

THE McKay Cup was played 

 The scoring was excellent 
considering the course is in the 

Daniel MacMillan won the 

= 119. Runners-up were John 

120 and Alastair MacLean Jnr 

 John Gibb won the Captain’s 
Prize on Sunday with a score 

On Saturday it is the Britannia 

Medal, and on Tuesday a 

Glencruitten

Katrina Flannigan, wife of Oban Bowling Club president Gerry, plays the first jack on the green to open the 2013 season last Saturday. 15_t15jack01

First jack of the new season 
at Oban Bowling Club

Scottish under-18 international Magnus Bradbury will be looking over his shoulder for brother
                        Fergus, who has made his international debut for the under-16s. 15_t15bradbury02

District Riding Club Winter 
Dressage League: 

Intro: Senior -1 Julie Shaw and 
Amethyst; 2 Susannah McMillan and 

Dughall Bug.
Junior: 1 Claire MacPherson and 

Bramble; 2 Katie Cameron and Jim Bob.
Pre Lim: Senior: 1 Louise Smellie 

and Bennie; 2 Christine MacPhee and 
Coloured Ocean; 3 Lindsay Sykes and 
Bilbo Baggins.

Princess Alarabi.
Novice:  Senior: 1 Janice Burnip and 

Alidante; 2 Lyndsay MacDonald and 
Pyzen du Cap; 3 Julie Shaw and Alsace.

Brewster.

Club recently concluded its winter Show 
Jumping League.

Nursery Novice:  1 Rebecca Scott and 

Princess Alarabi. 
Novice: 1 Kathryn Henderson and 

Burnbank Millennium; 2= Aimee 

& Molly. 
Intermediate: 1 Jodie Sloss and 

Barrdene Razzle Dazzle. 
Open:  1 Karen Dixon and Into The 

Red IV.

DRESSAGE

Winter league

rugby players in the Bradbury household 

Older brother, Magnus, who plays at 
number eight, has already reached under-18 
level and recently played in the under-18 
European Championships at Grenoble, 

lining up beside each other in a Scottish 

see what happens,’ says Magnus.

‘weird’, despite previously seeing his older 

Second Bradbury 
brother gains his

brother wearing international colours. 
‘I didn’t think I would ever play at that 

achieved what Magnus achieved and I know 

parents.
‘Magnus gave me some good advice, so I 

knew what to expect. It was still really hard 

the biggest boys I have ever seen!’

-
ing at Merchiston, where he is on a rugby 
scholarship, and hopes to continue playing 

Both boys described Oban Lorne’s march 

and will be among the crowd cheering on 
their home club on April 20.

Oban Lorne were dealt a blow in their 

last Saturday’s West Division 3 match. 
But despite not taking part in competi-

tive action at the weekend Oban’s grip on 
the West Division 3 title tightened with 

Lomond. The win now means that Oban 
lead the table by two points and have a 
game in hand. Oban Lorne have no game 

Bradbury at dee.bradbury@btinternet.com.

RUGBY

‘It was good to see Fergus playing
at that level. I was proud of him’

McPhee denied in 
debut for new team

MOTORCYCLING
CONNEL road racer John 
McPhee was denied the chance 

Grand Prix in Qatar.
With just two laps to go, the 

to 15th when he was taken out by 
Alexis Masbou.

-

The 18 year old said: ‘One 
minute I was in with a chance 

a Moto3 Grand Prix, the next I 
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A NEW Tesco superstore 
planned for Fort William will not 
open until 2015 at the earliest, 
The Oban Times can reveal.

Rumours began to circulate 
around the town after work on 
the 60,000ft store at Blar Mhor 
failed to get underway at the 
end of last year as previously 
planned.

And now the supermarket 

will open ‘no earlier than 2015’.
A spokesperson for Tesco 

said: ‘We remain committed 
to delivering our new Tesco 
superstore at Blar Mhor. 
Build programmes for our 
developments have to be 
considered against other 
developments in the UK and 
as part of our current store 
build programme we are 
working towards opening 
our new store at Blar Mohr 

RESURFACING work which 
would have seen the A82 closed 
at Onich for a further two weeks 
later this month have been 
shelved after negative reaction 
from local businesses.

Transport Scotland announced 
in late March it planned to close 
the road overnight from Sunday 
April 21.

But complaints from locals 
forced a re-think and the work 
has now been postponed until at 
least 2014.

A FORT William youngster is gearing up 

£5,500 to allow her to teach English to 
underprivileged youngsters in India.

Holly Fraser, a sixth year pupil at 
Lochaber High School, is planning to 
take a year out to volunteer in the country 
through Project Trust, an organisation 
which helps arrange gap years in develop-
ing countries.

The 17-year-old from Upper Achintore 
has already raised more than £3,000 of 
her total by holding a number of fundrais-
ing events, including a car boot sale, bag 
packing at a local supermarket, a coffee 
morning and carol singing.

She has also written to local companies 
asking for donations.

And now as well as preparing for her 

upcoming exams, Holly is also organising 
a ceilidh which she hopes can push her 
over her total.

The event is being held in the Ben Nevis 
Hotel on Saturday April 20 with everyone 

of prizes will also be held on the night.
Travel

Holly told The Oban Times: ‘I decided to 
apply because I want to make a difference.
I want to help people and I really want to 
travel and experience other countries.

‘I’ll be working with the locals teaching 
English to children that may not have 
been given the opportunity to learn it 
beforehand.’

She added: ‘I’m really excited about 
going, but I’m also really scared because 
it means being away for a whole year.’

A BANAVIE woman caught 
drink driving recorded one of 
the highest readings seen at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Sine Ross, of Shenghan Croft, 

times the legal limit when she 
was breathalysed by police on 
Sunday evening.

The 48-year-old had earlier 
been in a local shop where 
another woman smelled alcohol 
on her and called police when 
she saw Ross driving away.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
said: ‘This is one of the highest 
readings any of us have ever 
seen.’

Concern
Deferring sentencing to April 

24, Sheriff Noel McPartlin said: 
‘The level of alcohol in your 
system is obviously of some 
concern. 

‘For that reason I think it is 
appropriate to obtain a report 
on you from the social work 
department.’

Appearing from custody, Ross 
pled guilty to drink driving on 
the A830 at Corpach and the 
B8004 at Banavie.

Ross was one of six people 
arrested and taken into custody 
last weekend in the Highlands 
and Islands for drink driving.

Caught
Divisional Commander Chief 

Superintendent Julian Innes said: 
‘We will continue to proactively 
enforce drink driving laws and if 
you drink and drive, you will be 
caught.

‘A number of these individuals 
were caught as a result of 
information from members of 
the public. 

‘If you are aware of anyone 
driving whilst under the 

contact police on 101. 
‘You may save a life.’

Online voters pick 
MV Loch Seaforth
as new ferry name
CALEDONIAN Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) has 
announced the name for the 
new Stornoway-Ullapool 
ferry, which will be launched in 
February next year.

An online poll was carried out 
with MV Loch Seaforth proving 
most popular, garnering 40 per 
cent of the votes cast.

The 116-metre vehicle 
passenger ferry will have a 
capacity for 700 passengers, 
and 143 cars or 20 commercial 
vehicles.

CMAL chief executive Guy 
Platten said: ‘We are excited 
that voters have chosen a name 

of both the Outer Hebrides and 
the MacBrayne mail boats.’

The previous MV Loch 
Seaforth was a MacBrayne 
mailboat that linked Stornoway 
with Mallaig and Kyle of 
Lochalsh from 1947 until 1972. 

THE FIRST legal whisky distillery in 
Ardnamurchan got a special visitor on Monday 
- Prince Albert II of Monaco.

His Royal Highness and his wife Princess 
Charlene of Monaco visited the site of Adelphi’s 
new distillery at Glenbeg, where construction 
work started in January.

The Prince planted a Royal Birch tree during a 
ceremony to mark the completion of ground works 
for the multi-million pound project, following 
a gala dinner at nearby Glenborrodale Castle on 
Sunday night.

Adelphi Distillery chairman Keith Falconer 
said: ‘We are honoured and indebted to HRH 
Prince Albert for his visit and taking time to plant 

a commemorative tree. This marks the completion 

distilleries. We provide a world class product to a 
worldwide market and this very special recognition 
of our product, our vision and our investment 
by Prince Albert is very welcome, and we look 
forward to opening Scotland’s newest distillery by 
the year end.’

Adelphi plan for work to be complete before the 

December. 
A peated and non-peated single malt called The 

Ardnamurchan will be produced. A visitor centre 
will also be created at the distillery.

Public meetings
on BID plans
A SERIES of public 
information events will be held 
throughout Lochaber in coming 
weeks to promote plans to 
create a Business Improvement 
District (BID) for the area.

held in the Nevis Centre on 
Tuesday, before travelling to 
Invergarry, Spean Bridge, 
Acharacle, Strontian, Mallaig, 
Kinlochleven and Glencoe.

Local businesses will be asked 
to vote on the BID proposal, 
which would see every business 
pay a small extra tax on a 
regular basis.

The funds collected would be 
pooled and invested back into 

to market the area, including 
local campaigns and events, to 
encourage more people to the 
area.

HRH Prince Albert II of Monaco marked the completion of ground works at the Ardnamurchan 
distillery by planting a tree. 

no earlier than 2015. We will 
continue to keep the community 
updated. Meanwhile our town 
centre store continues to trade 
well and remains popular with 
customers.’

Local councillor Bill Clark told 
The Oban Times he was ‘sorely 
disappointed’ to hear about the 
delay.

Disappointment
He said: ‘This is a big, big 

disappointment. We were told 
the new store would be open by 
Christmas last year.

‘I am relieved that they are still 
going ahead, because there’s 
been a lot of rumours going 
about the town. But ‘no earlier 

than 2015’ does not mean it will 
open in 2015, it could be even 
later than that.’

Work has already started on 
the new joint police station and 
ambulance base on the 110-acre 
Blar site, with building expected 

2013, while the creation of a 
new roundabout on the A830 
at the entrance to the site was 
completed last year.

Meanwhile, Tesco has lodged 
plans with Highland Council to 
upgrade its existing metro store 
on the town’s High Street. A 
planning application to improve 
lighting and signs outside the 
shop has been submitted and is 
open for public comment until 
April 25.

Tesco said it plans to keep the 
metro store open after the Blar 
superstore is built and that the 
works were unrelated.

Lochaber High School pupil 
Holly Fraser is gearing up for a year 

volunteering in India. 10_f15holly01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

BEAR Scotland’s Alan Mur-

number of objections received, 
Transport Scotland has cancelled 
plans to resurface the A82 east 
of Onich later this month.

‘Transport Scotland and BEAR 
Scotland are disappointed that 
we have not been able to agree 
a slot this year for these es-
sential works which would have 
resurfaced a further 1.2km of the 
A82.

‘Due to major improvement 

works planned to start at Pulpit 
Rock which will see a new 
viaduct built on this section of 
the A82 and will close the road 
in the autumn, work will be un-

dates for the Onich resurfacing 
works some time in 2014.’

An A82 Partnership spokes-
person said: ‘We appreciate 
the consideration which BEAR 
Scotland and Transport Scotland 
gave to the views of the local 
business community.’

Banavie 

and-half times 
legal drink 
drive limit

Prince Albert II of Monaco visits 
site of new distillery at Glenbeg

Fort William 
dismay over 
new Tesco 
store delay
Supermarket giant confirms 
doors won’t open before 2015

Onich A82 resurfacing work shelved

Final push to fund Indian 
gap year teaching trip

Search continues 
for missing walker
THE SEARCH for a missing 
walker in the Cullins on the Isle 
of Skye was continuing as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Oliver Smith, 33, from Fife,  
was reported missing on Bheinn 
area on Saturday. 

Skye, Glenelg, Kintail and 
RAF mountain rescue teams, 
Police and SARDA dogs and 
Coastguard helicopter, Rescue 
100 were all involved with the 
search.

Gaelic brings
couple together  
Page 4

Father & son 
‘break’ record
Page 4
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A SOUTH Lochaber youth 
initiative has been saved after 
a last-ditch community cash 
appeal netted £11,500.

The Two Lochs Youth Project 
was considering paying off 
Kinlochleven High School 
-based youth worker Justin 
Richards as funding ran low last 
autumn.

But after S4 pupil Bethany 
Hardman and her friends set up 
a ‘Save Our Justin’ Facebook 
page to highlight the crisis the 
campaign took off.

And the amazing community 
response means Mr Richards 
will now continue in post until at 
least March 2014.

Two Lochs committee member 
Melville Paton is secretary of the 

project from closure.
He told The Oban Times: ‘Last 

October it looked pretty bleak 
and we were not sure whether we 
could continue to employ Justin.

‘So we set up a new website 

1,600 doors in south Lochaber 
- and now all communities 
around Loch Leven know of our 
existence. We set ourselves a 
target of 100 standing orders of 
£10 per month and we already 

Police files
A WINDOW of a residential 
property on Wallace Place, 
Fort William, was deliberately 
damaged at around 10pm on 
Monday April 1.

A CAR parked at the Premier 
Inn, An Aird, Fort William was 
damaged sometime between 
2.45pm and 4.45pm on Sunday 
March 31.

A CAMERA was stolen 
from within the Onich Hotel 
sometime between 1.20pm and 
2.20pm on Sunday March 31.

 Anyone with any knowledge 
of the above incidents is asked 
to contact Fort William Police 

01397 702000 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111. AN ARDGOUR woman who 

claimed she was too drunk to 
take a breathalyser test has been 
banned from driving for a year 

Lorna Kennedy’s Volkswagen 
Golf was stopped by police on 
Achintore Road in Fort William 
at 2.40am on December 8 after 
being seen speeding round the 
West End roundabout.

Glencoe man 
admits assaulting 
teenage girl
A GLENCOE man has admitted 
assaulting a teenage girl by 
trying to drag her out of a chair 
by her hair.

Charles Lear, of Croft 2, 
Tigh Phuirt, also pled guilty 
to grabbing the girl’s arm on 
March 5.

The 60-year-old crofter had 
been appointed by Highland 
Council to tutor the teenager 
before her upcoming standard 
grade exams.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin 
ordered Lear to be of good 
behaviour for three months to 
‘ensure there is no repeat’ of the 
incident.

Green light for 
new 83-turbine 
wind farm
A CONTROVERSIAL 
application for a massive new 
83-turbine wind farm near Fort 
Augustus has been given the go 
ahead by Highland councillors 
after a site visit.

Members of the south 
planning applications 
committee raised no objections 
to Scottish and Southern 
Energy’s plans for the 300MW 
farm at Stronelairg on the 
Garrogie Estate, along with 
nearly 60kms of new roads and 
a number of new buildings, such 
as a sub station and a control 
building.

The councillors visited the 
estate and afterwards held a 
debate, before the vote was 
carried by 11 to three, subject 
to certain amendments such as 
cutting the number of turbines 
to 67.

Highland Council planners 
had recommended the 
committee did not object 
to the project. The Scottish 
Government will make the 

and have consulted Highland 
Council before holding a vote of 
their own.

MALLAIG Lifeboat crew came to the aid of the 
crew of a Skye-based yacht which ran aground at 
Knoydart last Friday.

The 36-foot long Janet MacArthur, of the 
Ardvasar company Isle of Skye Yachts, put out a 
distress call after hitting ground in Sandaig Bay. 

The lifeboat crew attempted to tow the vessel to 
safety but found themselves unable to because of 
an ebbing tide. 

Return
Instead, a decision was taken to escort the crew 

back to land and return for the yacht later.

PREPARATIONS are well 
underway for the third annual 
charity event Run Together, with 
hundreds of locals expected to 
take part on Saturday April 27.

Participants will walk, jog or 

the BA Club, up to Inverlochy 
and loop back to the BA to raise 
money for Cancer Research 
UK.

The Lochaber Together event 
has raised more than £20,000 in 
the previous two years.

The race is being supported by 
Lochaber Rotary Club, who will 
marshal the course.

The club has also launched a 
campaign to collect 200 bags 
of recycled goods for re-sale by 
Cancer Research UK.

A donation station has been 
set up at Nevis Centre where 
donation bags can be uplifted and 

Local youngster Craig 

THE DEATH of a World War II 
pilot who lost his life after crashing 

Nevis due to engine problems will 

a wreath laying ceremony next 
month.

The memorial ceremony for 
Canadian Jack McDonell - who 
died on May 16 1943 -  comes as 
the result of eight months hard work 
and research by Lochaber Historical 
Society chairman Robert Cairns.

hitting Meall an t-Suidhe during the 
society’s ‘Lochaber at War’ project.

He contacted the Canadian 
High Commission in London 
for information from the Royal 
Canadian Air Force while Hendon 
Museum provided the original crash 
report.

Four wreaths will be laid 
simultaneously at 2.20pm on May 
16, 70 years to the day FO McDonell 
lost his life.

Mr Cairns told The Oban Times:
‘This is one of the biggest events in 
the society’s history and is also being 
commemorated by the Canadian 
government.

‘The Queen has read the report and 
wants to be kept in touch. She wrote 
back to say she could not make it but 
is very interested in the event.

‘Members of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland will go up Meall an 

AWARD winning Arisaig wedding band Wonderland 
have marked their 20th anniversary by netting another 

Scottish Wedding Awards.
The band, led by Steve Brown, have been shortlisted in 

the wedding entertainment category for the North West 

the Crowne Plaza in Glasgow on Monday April 22.  If they 
win, they will be up for the prize of overall winner in the 
wedding entertainment category.

Mr Brown said: ‘We are absolutely delighted to be in the 

voting for us. The past 12 months have been our busiest to 

parties and corporate functions. This year is our 20th 
anniversary too so it really is welcome recognition for our 
sustained effort.’

Members of the public have voted for their favourites 
in each category. Wonderland previously won the VOWS 
Award in 2011 and were nominated for the same prize last 
year.

have 24, to each of which the 
taxman adds £2.50.

‘We are now in a position to 
continue for another year - and 
have extended Justin’s contract 
until March 31 2014.’

Mr Paton, from North 
Ballachulish, added: ‘It is a 
slight step of faith because we do 
not have all the money in place. 
But we have been encouraged 
by the support we have received 

has a future.’
Mr Richards, who last week 

led Kinlochleven High School 
pupils on an activities break at 
Badaguish Outdoor Centre at 
Aviemore, said he was ‘really 
humbled’ by the response. He 
told The Oban Times: ‘People 
really do value the project and 
see how much an asset it is to 
the area. I believe it has received 
so much support because it 
is regarded as very much a 
community-based project. We 
would like to continue what we 
are doing but expand on it. 

‘We are already starting to 

Kinlochleven High School pupils enjoyed their time at Badaguish Outdoor centre last week. 
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collect backpacks and school 
items to send to Mary’s Meals 
for Malawi to support a personal 
development course there.

‘The Two Lochs is very much 
needed locally because there is 
not much for young people to 
do.’

Two Lochs runs 12-18 youth 
clubs in all south Lochaber 
villages, including Duror and 
Kentallen, Onich, Glencoe and 
Kinlochleven and Ballachulish, 
where up to 60 youngsters drop 
in at the village hall every Friday 
night.

The project also provides a 
Sunday evening youth fellowship 
group in a local church and 
regular adventure trips.

Set up in 2007 through the now-
closed Church of Scotland Parish 
development fund and Lloyds 
TSB Scotland, the initiative 
gained wide ecumenical support 
from across south Lochaber.

Rev Malcolm Kinnear, 
minister of the linked parish 
of Kinlochleven and Nether 
Lochaber, told The Oban Times:
‘It is good for our young people 
to have a point of contact with 
a youth worker as they often 
need a bit of extra advice and 
guidance.’

The sun shone for last year’s run, which was won by Craig 
MacLean, centre. 20_f15run01

Pilot Jack McDonell’s death will be marked 70 years on. 

Lochaber Historical Society 
chairman Robert Cairns has played 
a key role in unearthing the details 

of the plane crash. 20_f15robert01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

t-Suidhe with Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue team to the crash site to lay 
a wreath.

‘At the same time wreaths are 
getting laid at his grave in Inverness 
by the Royal BLS and next to the 
plaque at Glen Nevis Visitor Centre 
erected in his memory.

‘In Jack McDonell’s home town 
of Smithers, British Columbia, 
Councillor and Lord Provost Harry 
Krusselbrink will also lay a wreath.’

Jack McDonell was born in 
Smithers in 1921. His mother Nellie 
died when he was two and he was 
brought up by his auntie. He has no 
living relatives.

The pilot died at the scene of 
the crash and is buried in a war 
grave in Tomnahurich Cemetery in 
Inverness.

Most of the aircraft was 
successfully removed after the crash 
and the exact location of the accident 
had not been determined. 

Mr Cairns said: ‘The description 
of the location is very loose and 
Melantee is a huge mountain. We 
have been asked by the War Graves 
Commission to survey and identify 
the crash site and supply accurate 
grid references.’

Lochaber Rotary Club has donated 
a metal detector and headphones to 

help identify the site of the impact.
President Sheana Fraser said: 

‘We felt privileged to support this 
very worthwhile local organisation. 
They have already done invaluable 
work in locating and surveying the 
‘decoy’ aluminium factory and we 
wish them every success in their 
latest project.’

Arisaig band celebrates 20th anniversary with award nomination

Pilot Jack’s death to be marked 
with wreath laying ceremony

Last ditch 
community
appeal saves 
youth project

Mallaig Lifeboat attempts to tow the stricken yacht back to safety. Photograph courtesy of Seabridge Knoydart.

Constable Bradley O’Neill 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
Kennedy smelled of alcohol 
and slurred her words. After 
repeated attempts, the 22-year-
old nursing student was able to 
take a roadside breathalyser, 
which gave a positive reading 
before being taken to Fort 
William Police Station where 
she was unable to provide further 

specimens. Defending, Craig 
Wood said Kennedy being drunk 
was a valid reason for not taking 

should have asked her for blood 
or urine samples instead.

But Sheriff Noel McPartlin 
disagreed and found Kennedy, 
of Tigh na Sealgair, 4 Clovullin, 
guilty of failing to provide breath 
specimens.

Mallaig Lifeboat rescues stricken yacht

Ardgour woman guilty of 
failing to give breath test 
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MacLean will be aiming for a 
third successive race win and 
will be looking to beat last year’s 

seconds.
As well as the run, there is 

also a family fun day with a 
strongman competition after 
the last competitor crosses the 
line. A children’s area will be 
open from 12pm with a bouncy 
castle.

Delight at Two Lochs funding

Hundreds expected to Run Together

Play park 
gets Big 
Lottery
cash boost
A COMMUNITY plan to create 
a new play park in Fort William 
has been given a £10,000 boost 
from the Big Lottery.

Plantation Community As-
sociation (PCA) was awarded 
the grant towards its project to 
create Pine Grove Park at the site 
of an old golf course.

the Fairfax Trust, is currently an 
overgrown area of land which 
the PCA hopes to develop into 

-
ness trail, a wildlife/nature area, 
together with a series of paths 
with seating and viewpoints 
alongside dog walking facilities. 

A junior mountain biking area 
is also planned with the aim of 
inspiring local youngsters to-
wards the world class mountain 
biking events at Nevis Range.

PCA chairwoman Helen Mac-
Kenzie of Kennedy Road said 
she was ‘absolutely delighted’ 
with the funding award.

She said: ‘This is a major 
achievement by the PCA and 
demonstrates all our hard work 
has been worthwhile. However, 
there is still a long way to go and 
we need the community behind 
us to carry it forward to the next 
stage. We are also grateful to 
Duncan Fairfax-Lucy for agree-
ing to make the land available 
to us for community use. Our 
open day on April 12 last year 
demonstrated overwhelming 
community support for the 
project but we need to translate 
that support into real action.’ 

A further open day is planned 
to allow local input before the 
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A SPATE of fuel oil thefts 
across Argyll will prompt a 
special investigation by local 
police, who have also warned 
locals to be on their guard.

Oban Chief Inspector Alistair 
Davidson said targeted action is 

to be taken in a bid to halt the 
fuel thefts blighting Argyll, 
with all reports of thefts to be 
examined by data analysts to 
see if there is any pattern local 

Thefts have been reported 

all across the county in recent 
months, with reports of thefts 
moving up the Kintyre penin-
sula towards Oban since the 
turn of the year.

CI Davidson’s comments come 
after 2,000 litres of heating oil 

was stolen from the Barcaldine 
House Hotel between March 10 
and Monday this week.

He said: ‘It is a problem we’re 
looking at and we’re now co-
ordinating our approach across 
the region.

‘We’re asking analysts to look 
at the data to see if there’s any 
patterns forming that we may 

Heating oil theft is one of the 
biggest problems in Argyll and 
Bute, but Oban’s new CI is con-

responsible having already seen 
two arrests in connection with 
heating oil thefts in the Mid 
Argyll area.

‘It is a continuing problem,’ 
he said. ‘We have a lot of houses 

in isolated areas and a lot of 
holiday homes in the area so in 
some respects it’s easy pickings 
for these people.  

‘We will get there though, we 
just need a break of the ball.  If 
we get one, we will get them.’

Police warning of spate of fuel oil thefts throughout Argyll
AN OBAN man who stole a 71-
year-old woman’s handbag has 
been sent to jail by a sheriff who 
described him as ‘nasty’.

Sheriff John Herald jailed 
Eiuon Smith, 36, for four months, 
telling him: ‘This was a nasty of-
fence, an offence which deprived 
a 71-year-old woman of £360 for 
her Christmas shopping. I would 
be failing in my public duty if I 
did not send you to prison.’

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
Smith was on a bus from Oban to 
Benderloch on December 13 last 
year when the elderly woman got 
off at Connel, forgetting to take 
her bag. Smith lifted the bag and 
concealed it on his body.

Smith, of 12B Soroba Road, 
Oban, was picked up by police 
after they recognised him from 
CCTV on the bus. 

Oban man jailed 
after ‘nasty’ theft

A GLASGOW man who stole 
tools from a property in Oban 
and from a building site in Dun-
beg claimed he had been duped 
into it by a friend.

Paul Ogilvie, 26, of 151 Muir-
foot Road, Glasgow, pled guilty 
to the thefts at an earlier date and 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week for sentencing.

The court heard Ogilvie and 
another man had broken the 
window of an unoccupied 
property in Oban and had stolen 
a quantity of tools. 

The pair had then travelled to 
Dunbeg and stole tools from new 
build homes at Kirk Road.

Defending, Laura McManus 
told the court Ogilvie was ap-
proached by a former colleague 
who asked him to help retrieve 
items that had been left on a 
building site following the com-
pletion of a job.

ordered to pay £1,021 in com-
pensation to the owner of the 
property in Oban.

Man who stole 
tools fined £600 
and ordered to pay 
compensation

A SHERIFF has admonished 
an Oban man for possession of 
heroin after hearing he had been 
drug and alcohol free for seven 
months.

Stephen Paterson, aged 28, 
of 24 Lunga Road, appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last Friday 
on a deferred sentence for pos-
session of the class A drug and 
for a separate charge of breach of 
the peace.

Paterson £360 for the breach of 
the peace but admonished him 
on the possession of drugs, add-
ing that he was ‘encouraged’ by 
Paterson’s progress.

COMMUNITY Safety Minister 
Roseanna Cunningham chose a 
visit to the Oban Mountain Res-
cue Team base in Sinclair Drive 
to praise the work of volunteer 
teams across the country. 

During her visit last Tuesday, 
Ms Cunningham also reminded 
anyone venturing out into Scot-
land’s mountains to take extra 
care and heed safety advice.

The Scottish Government 
Minister also announced extra 
funding of £51,000 for ‘special-
ist stretchers’ in 2012-13, in 
addition to the £3m the Scot-
tish Government has already 
provided to Scottish mountain 
rescue teams. 

Ms Cunningham said: ‘Recent 
tragic events on the mountains 
have demonstrated clearly 
that Mountain Rescue Team 
volunteers provide a vital public 
service, saving many lives every 
year.’

Minister visits 
mountain rescue 
team at Oban

Oban Bay 
whale heads 
out to sea
Huge visitor reported 
in good health despite 
collision with barge

THE FORMER manager of an 
Oban pub has been found guilty 
of fraud after forming ‘a web of 
deceit and lies’ to obtain a late 
licence.

Elizabeth Callander, the 
60-year-old former manager of 
Paparazzi, was found guilty of 
fraudulently obtaining an exten-
sion to the opening hours at the 
licensed premises by pretending 
to an employee of Argyll and 
Bute Council that the venue was 
hosting a wedding reception on 
March 26, 2010.

False representation 
In giving his verdict, Sheriff 

Small said: ‘The accused em-
barked upon a web of deceit and 
lies, beginning with the false 
representation in the application 
and this carried on throughout 
this trial.’

The court previously heard 

at the venue and saw no visible 
evidence of a wedding reception 
but Callander had claimed, dur-
ing evidence, that the reception 
was not immediately after the 
wedding and that the bride and 

groom lived in Spain. 
However, the Crown had 

noted throughout the trial that 
the police had been unable to 
contact the bride or groom to 

place.
A former DJ in Paparazzi was 

called to give evidence for the 
defence. The 19-year-old said 
he remembered ‘a groom at a 
wedding dance with an Irish 
accent’. He told the court the 
groom had been requesting 
Irish folk songs.

But under cross-examination 
-

cal David Glancy if there were 
applications in for late licences 
most weeks. 

He replied: ‘They would apply 
for extensions even when func-
tions weren’t on to give them an 
extra hour.’

Callander, of Arbour Guest-
house, Oban, who has a previ-
ous conviction for fraud from 
1999, had her sentence deferred 
until May 3 for the court to 
receive a report on her business 
accounts. 

Oban bar manager 
used ‘web of deceit 
and lies’ to gain late 
licence extension
‘They would apply for extensions 
even when functions weren’t on’

ONE OF Oban’s most famous 

the bay, to the relief of animal 
protection agencies. 

The 40-foot sperm whale, 
named Bob, Jonah, or Oor Wil-
lie, depending on who you listen 
to, swam off towards the Isle of 
Lismore on Monday afternoon.

The whale was reported to 
be in good health during its 
nine days in Oban Bay, despite 
considerable public concern for 
its welfare, and could have left 
the bay whenever it chose.

John McAvoy, senior inspec-
tor with the Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SSPCA), said: ‘He left 
on Monday around 2pm. He was 
out near Lismore and last seen 
heading north - which isn’t a 
good sign.

‘He could end up caught in 
Loch Linnhe but we’re hoping 
he has got his bearings and 
headed out to deep water past 
Mull. 

‘We are still waiting for any-
one to tell us if they have seen 

him but no news is good news.’
Before leaving Oban Bay the 

whale had a run in with a steel 
barge owned by North West 
Marine and moored in front of 
the Corran Esplanade.

The collision left the whale 
with visible damage to its blub-
ber but Mr McAvoy is assuring 
anyone concerned that it is ‘not 
a serious wound’.

He added: ‘Most whales have 
damage, which doesn’t affect 
them. It will heal up and not 
have any serious effect on him.

‘The whale seemed to be 
acting differently to normal on 
Monday.  It seemed to go to sleep 
vertically on several occasions 
and wasn’t swimming around 
the way it had been – maybe 
hitting the barge knocked some 
sense into it!’

Several instances of vessels in 
the bay getting too close to the 
whale and causing it distress 

vessel MPV Minna arriving to 
deter over eager sightseers at 
the weekend.

The whale pictured by holiday maker John Lightbody from 
onboard the Isle of Mull ferry as it leaves the bay.

After nine days, the Oban Bay whale finally decided to leave on Monday afternoon Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Seil Sound is to be debated at a 
public hearing in Oban’s Corran 
Halls soon.

further south of its existing site 
at Ardmaddy has gained all nec-
essary licences and the decision 
now rests with members of the 
planning committee.

and objectors will have their 
views on the plans, for 12 cages 
of 100m circumference plus the 
installation of feed barge, heard 
on April 24 at 10am.

Seil Sound fish 
farm plan goes to 
public hearing

Sheriff admonishes 
Oban drug man

A VIRUS which struck down an Oban-
based ferry crew has meant the ship has 
been taken out of service as a precaution.

Crew on the Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) vessel MV Lord of the Isles 
fell ill with a suspected viral infection 
this week. It is understood the virus 
only lasts 24 hours and none of the af-
fected crew have been hospitalised.
A CalMac spokesman said: ‘A small number 
of crew of the MV Lord of the Isles have 
recently become unwell with a suspected 
viral infection, so we have taken her off 
service purely as a precautionary measure 
to prevent it spreading and to carry out the 
necessary cleaning regime. 

‘This is expected to take about 48 hours.
‘Customers are being advised of the 

change to scheduled services and we apolo-
gise for any inconvenience caused.’

A SHETLANDER has denied 
driving in Benderloch while 
more than three times the legal 
drink drive limit.

Martin Wishart, 36, of 7 Nor-
brek, Voe, Shetland, denies driv-
ing on the A828 on April 6 with 
106mcg of alcohol per 100ml of 
breath. The legal limit is 35mcg.  
Wishart appeared from custody 
at Oban on Monday and was 
released on bail until July 9.

Shetlander denies 
drink driving

TWO MEN who carried out an 
unprovoked assault in an Oban 
shop, wrecking it in the process, 
have been sent to jail for 145 
days each.

John MacDonald, 43, of 2E 
castle Road, Dunollie, Oban, 
and Thomas Barr, 31, of 3 
Castle Road, Dunbeg, pled 
guilty to assaulting a man in the 
convenience store in Dunollie in 
March last year.

The court heard the unem-
ployed pair lunged at their 
victim resulting in a brawl on 

cans of food were thrown at the 

destroyed.
Sheriff John Herald jailed the 

pair and said: ‘This is an inci-
dent which took place in a local 
store while there was a female 
on duty. 

‘It involves an unprovoked 
assault and it further involves 
considerable damage, the store 
in fact had to be closed for some 
time. There is only one sentence 
that is appropriate.’

A helicopter tackles a two-mile long fire at Glenforsa on Mull. Picture - Nic Davies 

Two jailed after shop 
wrecked during assault

FIRE crews battled around the 

control which had broken out on 
Mull and Islay.

The two-mile long blaze on 
the Isle of Mull saw crews from 
Tobermory, Salen, Craignure, 
Oban and Lochaline assisted 
by the Forestry Commission 

-
ing to homes.

Emergency services were 
called to reports of a large grass 

Monday. 

-
ers, who worked until midnight 
and continued to monitor the 
situation the following day 

extinguished at 2pm. 
Local councillor Mary-Jean 

Devon told The Oban Times the 
crews which had helped defeat 

job’.
She said: ‘I want to say a huge 

volunteers and retained crews. 
Everyone on the island really, 
really appreciates their efforts. 

‘They worked so hard to bring 
it under control – went off at 
lunchtime and they weren’t back 
until midnight – then many of 
them got up and went to their 
work today.

‘They are just amazing.’
Prolonged dry conditions have 

meant there have been several 

recently.

out at Easter Ellister, on the 
Isle of Islay, which then spread 

Portnahaven prevented further 
spread. 

Three crews, from Bowmore, 
Port Ellen and Port Charlotte 

started in the privately owned 
forest around 3am but was com-
pletely extinguished eight hours 
later. Only one block of forestry 
was seriously affected.

Landowners have been warned 
not to carry out controlled burn-
ing in the current conditions, 
which could lead to prosecution 
under the Hill Farming Act.

Fire crews battle 

Blazes break out on Mull and 
Islay as dry weather continues
Landowners urged not to carry out controlled burning

Virus strikes 
down ferry crew

A MAN visiting Oban has admitted having an offensive weapon 
and drugs in his possession.

Sandor Szekszardi, 29, of 3/27 Western Harbour Way, Edinburgh 
pled guilty to the offences when he appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday. 

‘serious matter’. The extending metal asp was destroyed by police.

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after an attempted 

Primary School in Oban last 
week.

Witnesses reported seeing 
two individuals run away from 
the school at around midnight 
between April 2 and 3 shortly 
after setting off an alarm at the 
disused building.

Oban’s chief inspector Alistair 
Davidson said: ‘The last thing 
we want to see is people creep-
ing around the building.  

‘We’d appeal to residents in the 
area to get in touch if they see 
anything suspicious because we 
know these kinds of buildings 
attract all sorts when they’re left 
empty.’

A MAN who broke a bail condition by visiting a house in Dunbeg 
has been sent to prison for consecutive sentences of two months and 
90 days after admitting two breaches of the peace.

Thomas John Barr, aged 52, of Room 4, Solas, Oban had his sen-
tence deferred on May 15 last year for a previous offence and was 
told to be of good behaviour until his appearance at Oban Sheriff 
Court last Friday.

However, the court heard Barr has since committed breaches of 
the peace in July and August last year. He also admitted breaking 
a bail condition by going to a house in Lorn Road, Dunbeg. Sheriff 
Douglas Small said he had been left with ‘no alternative’ but to 
impose a custodial sentence.

Dunbeg man jailed after breaching the 
peace and breaching bail

Police appeal after 
school break-in

AN OBAN man was found 
guilty of assaulting a teenage 
girl following a trial at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

Struin Doull, 23, of 7E Miller 
Road, Oban, had denied assault-
ing the 17-year-old girl but was 
found guilty by Sheriff John 
Herald.

Giving evidence, his victim 
said she had bumped into Doull 
on February 28 and an argument 
ensued. 

The victim’s friend told the 

court she had picked the girl up 

the ground’ by Doull.
Giving evidence, Doull, a 

landscape gardener, claimed the 
girl attacked him.

Sheriff John Herald deferred 
sentence on Doull. He said: 
‘You have a considerable crimi-
nal record but you have never 
served a prison sentence.’ 

Doull was remanded in cus-
tody until sentencing on April 
30.

Oban man remanded in custody

AN OBAN man who admitted dealing cannabis has been ordered to 
carry out 200 hours of unpaid work.

Duncan Keary, 28, of 17C Corran Brae, Dunollie, Oban, was 
found with £115 worth of the drug at his home in the town in May 
last year.

Oban Sheriff Court heard he admitted selling it to others but said it 

from the deals.
But police found a range of drug paraphernalia in the house 

pair of socks in his bedroom.
Defending, Edward Thornton said Keary had ‘quite a substantial 

drug problem’ but following the incident was now ‘completely drug 
free’.

Sheriff John Herald placed Keary on a community payback order 
for 18 months and said: ‘You have accepted what you were doing is 
wrong and you have been working to sort yourself out - you are one 
of a few that doesn’t go to prison.’

Cannabis dealer avoids going to jail 

Visitor found with drugs and weapon

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

www.aandbel.co.uk



10 NEWS Thursday 11 April, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FW

• CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
• UNDERFLOOR HEATING 
• OIL FIRED NATURAL GAS

• LPG • SOLID FUEL
• COMPLETE BATHROOMS

SUPPLIED & FITTED 
• TILING, BATHROOMS & KITCHENS

• JOINER & ELECTRICAL WORK
•NEW BUILDS & COMPLETE 

RENOVATIONS

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512
Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Monday 15th April 2.30-3.30pm Thorfin House, Dingwall
Friday 19th April 11.00-1145am Fort William Service Point
Friday 19th April 12.15-1.00pm Caol Community Centre
Friday 19th April 3.00-3.45pm Mallaig Community Centre

DAVE THOMPSON
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch (SNP)
Will be holding the following surgeries :

To allow constituent to discuss matters they wish to raise - no appointment necessary
Constituency Office:

Thorfin House, Bridgend Business Park, Dingwall, Ross-shire IV15 9SL
Tel 01349 864701

Email: dave.thompson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
www.davethompsonmsp.org

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

McGuinness
to mark Iona 
anniversary
Northern Ireland office confirm 
Deputy First Minister’s plans

EXCLUSIVE

CHILDREN from First Steps 
Nursery took a trip to Appin 
on Tuesday – for a spot of bird 
watching.

Led by local biodiversity of-

the youngsters looked across 

-
cies of sea birds feed throughout 
the year.

The trip was the perfect 

preparation for the Jubilee 
Bridge Project’s bird watching 

a presentation at Appin Village 
Hall at 11am. All funds raised 
at the event will go towards the 

Jubilee Bridge restoration fund.  

email marina.curran-colthart@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Pictured are budding twitchers, from left, Saul Walton, Rufus Hughes, Hugh Glenn and Rhona Brunold Davies.  16_t15appinsteps1

Nursery tots watch the birdies at Appin

ROCKFIELD Primary School 
is in no danger of collapse 
- bringing to an end the local 
authority’s hopes of having it 
de-listed because it is danger-
ous. 

Grade-B listed 

is not deemed dangerous will 
now force the council to argue 
that the Grade-B listed building 
should be demolished because 
it is inhibiting the economic 
growth of the town.

However that is likely to pro-
long Argyll and Bute Council’s 
already protracted negotiations 
with Historic Scotland to have 
the old school’s protected status 

from local councillor Roddy 

affordable housing built in its 
place.

-
bility study commissioned by 
Argyll Community Housing 

prepared following the comple-
tion of a ground study.

how ACHA could develop the 
site have yet been reached.

‘The building is secure against 
entry and is showing no signs of 

‘There are no loose materials 

and the building is not consid-

ered to be dangerous.’

building has been deemed safe 
that’s good and well but the 
economic impact for Oban and 
the area if that building sitting 
there empty for years and years 

‘You do also have to consider 
how quickly the building will 
become unsafe if it just sits 
there with nobody using it.

what could potentially be there 

in its place – in this case much 
needed affordable housing.

‘In my opinion this building 
has rather quickly become a 
liability.’

Thoughts of de-listing the 
building came about after no 
private buyer was willing to 

for the old school.  Any proceeds 
from the sale would go straight 
back into the education budget.

-
taining the building also comes 
from the education budget.

‘As long as the building is in 

-
Cuish.

-
lems with the building’s roof 
meant pupils were moved to the 
new Joint Primary Campus in 
Soroba in 2007.

Survey reveals former Oban 
primary school not ‘dangerous’
‘As long as the building is in this state it costs the taxpayer weekly’

OBAN photographers Linda An-
derson-Kerr and Lucy Thornhill 
are celebrating this week after 
winning prizes in our Photo of 
the Year competition.

photographic company Webster 

Puck’s Glen won the grand 
prize.  

-
shellach Terrace resident the 

provided by Tesco.

Oban Times.

Photo competition 
winners
announced

over the past four weeks as an O2 
mast failed to operate properly.

A mast in Tobermory started 

An engineer investigated and 
reported that a replacement part 

received on Tuesday afternoon.

apologise to our customers 

intermittent service around the 
Tobermory area recently.

‘A replacement part was 
ordered and an engineer was on 

-
lem and restored full service at 
5.30pm.’

-
ditions do state that service isn’t 
fault free and it may be impaired 

other conditions or circumstanc-
es beyond our control so we will 
not be offering compensation.’

Mull phone mast 
causes frustration

NEW CHANGING rooms are to 
be built in a village community 
centre after it gained thousands 
of pounds worth of funding.

Dalmally Community Centre 
is in need of new changing 
facilities as the sports hall is be-
ing used a lot more than initially 

High use 
Now an investment of 

sportscotland which will allow 
the new changing rooms to be 
built resulting in sport activities 

being increased at the hall.
-

munity centre and sports hall 
opened to the public two years 
ago.  

Planned 

treasurer of Dalmally Com-

not long before the directors 
realised that the requirement 

planned for phase two of our 

-

-
edly high use of the sports hall 
from day one made it necessary 
to complete these facilities as 
soon as possible.

‘The new facility should be 
ready for use by the end of this 
year.’

are delighted to be supporting 
the Dalmally community as it 
strives to provide more suitable 
changing accommodation for 
sports teams across the area.’

Funding in place for Dalmally changing rooms

THE NORTHERN Ireland 
The 

Oban Times that the country’s 

-
tend a religious event on the Isle 

-

-
niversary of Saint Columba in 
Scotland. 

Alex Salmond 
It is understood other dignitar-

representative of the Irish Parlia-

-
land told The Oban Times

to the Iona event but ministers’ 
diaries are always subject to 
change.’

The Oban Times understands 
the invitation for the Iona event 

-

Northern Ireland Deputy First 
Minister Martin McGuinness

country.
The organising committee 

behind the Iona 2013 celebra-
tions said it had not received 

-
ness’ attendance.

In June last year the Sinn Fein 

world a powerful image of the 
peace-building process there.

the celebrations on Iona would 
see a rare trip to Scotland.

Preparations to have Iona 

have been underway in earnest 

Cross returned to Iona in time 
for Easter and Iona 2013.

been returned to the island after 
undergoing reconstruction work 
in Selkirk.

The cross is thought to have 

oldest intact structure of the 
abbey to survive and carries 
biblical scenes reminiscent of 

such as the Virgin and Child 
surrounded by angels.

The Book of Kells takes its 
name from the abbey of Kells 

abbey was founded from Iona in 
807 as a place of refuge from the 
rampaging Vikings. 

Historic Scotland is also in-
vesting in new interpretation and 
visitor facilities at Iona Abbey.FIGURES were presented to 

Committee on Wednesday 
showing Atlantis Leisure has 

council since 2007.
Responding to a question from 

-

enterprise has received the sum 
as part of its service level agree-
ment with the authority.

Atlantis funding 
over six years
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FOOTBALL

Tough ask for the 
Fort at Formartine

SHINTY

SQUASH

Lochaber finish in 
third place

REPORT BY
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk
A GOAL from former Kilmal-
lie player Peter MacIntyre was 
enough to consign Lochaber Ca-
manachd to another defeat and 
give Inveraray a priceless win in 
their Orion Group Premiership 
title chase.

New Lochaber head coach 
Calum Cameron had much to be 
proud of as his team matched the 
league leaders in every depart-
ment in a stop-start game - but 
yet again the Spean Bridge side’s 

dear.
And it was Inveraray keeper 

Graeme MacPherson who broke 

GLENGARRY cruised into the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup second round with an 
8-0 demolition of Strathspey at 
Invergarry on Saturday.

Shaun Sloggie open the scor-
ing on six minutes but Strath-
spey proved stuffy opponents 

MacLennan double and a Scott 
-

set off in the 30th Lochaber 
Marathon from An Aird shinty 

Sunday looking to set personal 
bests in the event. 

Internationalist
Among those competing is 

English internationalist Kim 
Fawke - who is in with a great 
chance of beating the women’s 
race record of 2 hours 50 minutes 

of Heronhill Runners in London 

LOCHABER Plumbline have 

and Islands Squash Association 
Premier League despite injuries 
and enforced absences taking 
their toll towards the end of the 
season.

Lochaber’s last match of the 
season saw them welcome 
Forres to the Lochaber Leisure 

night went to the away team, 

Archie MacGillevray losing 

Alan Love was next on court 
against Neil Anderson. Alan 
played through an injury and 
showed his experience and ball 
control to win the third game 
3-2.

and the season was Andrew 
MacMaster v Roddie Smith.
Andrew hoped to retain his 
away form when he won 3-2 but 
it was not to be.

He lost the crucial third game 

win.a number of competitions last 
weekend, including men’s and 
ladies stableford.

winner in the men’s event, with a 

place while Toby Richardson’s LOCHABER Yacht Club 
launched to summer sailing 
season with the Frostbite Race 
on Loch Linnhe recently, with 
seven dinghies taking part.

crews spent two hours on the 
water and enjoyed sailing in a 

dinghy ‘M.C.P.’ with crewman 

The night before, the club held 

which was well attended. 

LOCHABER’S Scottish youth 
light-welterweight champion 
Igor Sliwinski is hard in training 
for the British Championships 
which will be held in wales in 
June.

-
ing at his club Lochaber Phoenix 

making visits to Inverness ABC 
and Highland Boxing Academy 
for sparring sessions.

said: ‘Igor has only been boxing 
competitively for a couple of 
seasons so to reach the level he 
has attained in such a short time 
is pretty remarkable. 

‘One of the big changes is that 
he is realising that he has an 
opportunity to do very well in 
this sport so has really knuckled 
down to give it as big an effort 
as possible.

title challenger when they travel 
to take on Formartine United 
this Saturday.

will be without suspended 
Michael Gillespie and on loan 
goalkeeper Kyle Robertson, 
who was sent off against Turriff 
United last weekend.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 

that’s up at the top of the league 

so it’s going to be an extremely 
tough game.’ 

Fort produced a battling 
display to avoid a heavy defeat 
against Turriff after losing two 
early goals. Robertson was red 
carded for fouling a Turriff 
Forward in the 20th minute, but 
the Lochaber side fought hard 
to avoid conceding any further 
goals.

bad goals. At 2-0 down with the 
keeper sent off, we had some 
pretty bad visions, but the lads 
worked their socks off and I’ve 
got to be pleased with the hard 
work and effort they put in.’

weekly lotto draw has a rollover 
jackpot of £300 up for grabs 
this week after there was no 
winning tickets this week.

SAILING

Frostbite race 
launches season

Former 
Kilmallie 
player 
dumps 
Lochaber

Lochaber hearts with two out-

His stunning reaction stop from 

minutes had even home fans ap-
plauding and MacPherson was 
equally sharp four minutes later 
in getting down to block a Scott 

In a scrappy match with few 
chances those moments proved 
pivotal – and when MacIntyre 
stepped up to score from close 
range on 68 minutes there was 
no way back for the home side.

Inveraray opened the stronger 

missing and Lochaber, with Neil 

-
bell outstanding in defence, were 
soon testing the visitors’ resolve 

The bone-dry pitch was not 

and was probably a factor in a 
strangely subdued second half 
as Inveraray did just enough to 
merit the win. 

Inveraray player coach Garry 
MacPherson was a happy man at 
full time – but acknowledged his 
team had not been at their best.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I’m 
delighted overall because we got 
the two points, especially as it 
was an away game.

‘The refereeing spoiled it a 
bit though – the tempo of the 

and it was a very scrappy affair. 
There’s no doubt that was our 
worst performance of the season 
so far, but we won. 

‘The boys’ commitment both 
on the pitch and in training this 

-
ally play for each other as a team 
and that showed again today.’

Lochaber coach Calum Cam-

eron, who has taken over the 
team on an interim basis after 

He told The Oban Times: ‘Our 
defence was their usual resilient 
selves dealing the pressure, and 

who worked extremely well 
together. It’s no secret we’re 
struggling for goals, but I’m 
happy with the work rate of the 

guys up front and we managed 
to get a few more shots at goal.

‘If we can get a visit from Lady 
Luck in front of goal, she’ll be 
more than welcome.’

Cameron said the club’s com-
mittee will make a decision 

a meeting early in May, and said 
he would be interested in taking 
on the position full time.

Inveraray’s Peter MacIntyre evades Lochaber’s Martin Johnstone, Ian Love and Jack Dignan 20_f15shinty01

Lochaber AC’s John Binnie 
crosses the finish line at the 
Nevis Centre is last year’s Loch-
aber Marathon as first local 
runner home and 13th overall. 
20_f15mar04

Club vice captain Willie Duncan tees off to start the new season.

him third. The ladies competi-
tion was much closer, with 

points. Cameron’s better inward 
half gave her the win. Helen 

A three man Texas scramble 
was also played, with Neil Feg-

Martin winning with a score of 

Cal Brown and Bill Clark were 

GOLF

fore half time to settle the home 
side down.

After the break it was all ‘Garry 
as Ewen Cameron’s men stepped 
up a gear, with Arran Clark 
helping himself to a hat-trick 
and MacLennan also grabbing 
his hat-trick on 65 minutes.

Coach Cameron told the Oban 
Times: ‘I felt the performance 
was very good today. Shaun 

was outstanding. Also Matthew 

and played very well.
‘The way the score went meant 

hat we had a chance to introduce 
some of the younger players 
to give them a bit more match 
experience.’

SHINTY

Ms Fawke, of Telford AC in 

veteran, has a personal best of 

-

Male veteran
Top male athletes taking part 

include Robert Gilroy of Cam-

veteran, and three-time winner 
-

riers, who competes as a 

Race administrator 

organisers Lochaber 
Athletic Club, told The 
Oban Times: ‘Kim will 

a nice cool day and wee 
bit of rain would not do a 
bit of harm - but we don’t 
want it too windy.’

Second longest

longest running marathon 
in Scotland and every 
athlete taking part will 
receive a commemorative 
medal.’

‘Lochaber Athletic Club 

running along and three 
other Lochaber athletes 
will also be competing.’

-

moment - about 80 down 
on last year - so we should 

‘The pleasing thing about 
his attitude is as he gains more 
and more success he isn’t rest-
ing on his laurels but seems 
to turn his preparations up a 
notch with every contest and 
his commitment to training is 
almost unrecognisable to the 
beginning of the season.’

Sliwinski and his club mates 
will have a chance to show 
off their skills at the Lochaber 
Phoenix home show on Saturday 
April 20 in the Nevis Centre.

history, and will also mark the 
last appearance of former two-
time Scottish and GB champion 
Chris Bradley who moves to Pe-
terhead for work commitments 
in the summer.

ATHLETICS

Strong field for the 
Lochaber Marathon

Glengarry demolish Strathspey in Sutherland Cup

Igor is training hard for 
British Championships

BOXING

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures 2C to 8ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light, northerly
 Temperatures 0ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 11, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.16 0.6 06.06 4.0 12.28      0.7        18.46     3.9
Fri  00.52 0.7 06.38 3.9 13.01      0.8        18.46     3.9
Sat  01.26 0.9 07.09 3.8 13.35      0.9        19.16      3.8
Sun  01.59 1.1 07.42 3.6 14.10      1.1        19.48     3.7
Mon  02.33 1.4 08.15 3.4 14.48 1.3        20.22      3.5
Tues  03.10 1.6 08.15 3.2 15.31 1.5 21.00     3.3
Wed  03.57 1.8 09.33 3.0 16.21 1.7 21.46      3.1
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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Lochaber Phoenix boxer Igor Sliwinski in action. 20_f15boxing01
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