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Tributes for Oban 
teacher John Porter

Decision day for 
MacQueen hut
A PUBLIC hearing will take 
place today (Thursday April 
5) to determine the fate of a 
recreational hut built near 
Clachan Seil.

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Gra-
ham MacQueen didn’t obtain 
planning permission before 
building the shelter for his 
disabled wife.

He has since lodged a retro-
spective planning application 
and  Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning committee will make 
a decision today at 11am at the 
Corran Halls.

Graham’s son Peter made an 
online plea for support. 

He explained his dad is a 
full-time carer for three people 
and uses the hut and a wheel-
chair-friendly boat for respite.

TRIBUTES have been paid to 
Oban High School science 
teacher John Porter, who died 
suddenly last week.

Head teacher Peter Bain said 
John was ‘an inspiration to thou-
sands of children’ over 25 years in 
the department. 

Mr Bain added: ‘As well as being 
popular with our children, John 
also gained the respect and 
friendship of all his colleagues, 
both in and out of school.

‘John always conveyed to me 
what it was like to be the perfect 
gentleman. I found him to be 
exceptionally pleasant, he made 
me smile and he was a fantastic 
teacher.

‘I will miss him greatly, as will 
his colleagues and pupils. Our 
thoughts are with his wife Bar-
bara and children Michael and 
Sasha.’

Obituary – page 21.

A family is raising funds to keep their baby girl safe from bullying and depression when she gets older. Six-month-old Freya Strang 
has two types of � at head syndrome, plagiocephaly and brachycephaly and wears a special helmet. Full story – page three.

Parents launch appeal for baby Freya

Cuts threaten to end training 
position for Oban teenager
AN OBAN builder has accused 
the Scottish Government of dis-
crimination after it cut funding 
halfway through his son’s mod-
ern apprenticeship, threatening 
to end training for him and ‘30’ 
other students.

Ronald Gordon’s son Sean, 
17, achieved his level 2 SVQ in 
furniture-making in Oban - a 
university town - and hoped to 
progress to a level 3 SVQ and 
HND. But Skills Development 
Scotland (SDS) has halved the 
funding to Sean’s trainer and 
assessor, making it harder for 
him to find work in future if he 
doesn’t pay thousands to finish 
his course.

Mr Gordon explained: ‘I 
find it extraordinary my son’s 
funding has been stopped with 
no alternatives offered. This 
affects approximately 30 students 
across Scotland who have lost 
their opportunity to further their 
education.

‘Why is there a huge amount of 
funding for wind turbine and bus 
mechanics, but little or no fund-
ing for these students? I find it 
discriminating. It’s almost, ‘Let’s 
get rid of this industry’.’

Sean’s employer, Oban furni-
ture-maker Michael Acey, found 
David Young Enterprises to train 
and assess Sean in Oban, so his 
small business didn’t lose Sean to 
college for six months each year. 
‘Sean has been sailing through 
everything,’ said Michael, but 
‘unfortunately for us all, David 
Young can’t access the funding 
to run the training programme. 
Why? It’s bitterly disappointing.

‘The government speaks about 
the abundance of  modern  

apprenticeships it is generating, 
but failing those people who are 
already trying to complete one 
seems completely wrong.

‘If he is forced to leave, it would 
be a massive loss to me and the 
future of our industry. This will 
be detrimental to my business 
growth, local employment and 
the trade I feel so passionate 
about keeping alive.

‘There are committed young-
sters turning up to work on time 
every day having their dreams 
taken away by a government 
failing to see their potential.’

Anne Wheatley, operations 
manager at David Young Enter-
prises in Perthshire, added: ‘A 
promising young man has poten-
tially been denied the opportuni-
ty of a higher level qualification.

‘We can no longer sustain the 
work. This is the end of an era for 
us and the end of modern appren-
tices for the furniture-making 
industry in Scotland.’

While David Young won’t 
close, another training provider 
told The Oban Times the cuts 
had forced many others out of 
business and reduced the quality 
of qualifications.

Over three years, Scottish 
Government funding for modern 
apprenticeships fell for twice as 
many trades as it rose.

Contributions for ages 16-19 
dropped 47 per cent in furni-
ture-making, from £6,000 in 
2016-17 to £3,200 in 2018-19 – the 
same drop as the glass industry. 
Funding also fell in youth work 
from £6,000 to £2,700, printing 
from £6,500 to £3,200, hairdress-
ing from £5,000 to £2,700 and 
in agriculture, aquaculture and 
pharmacy from £6,500 to £4,500. 
The engineering, gas, automo-
tive, heating and wind turbine 

industries saw rises ranging from 
£200 to £1,300.

A Holyrood spokesman said 
it increased SDS’s budget by 
seven per cent to £193 million 
to meet its target of 30,000 
modern apprentices by 2020. He 
said: ‘Modern apprenticeships 

are employer-led and therefore 
based on demand. This course is 
currently unavailable for 2018/19 
as no training providers bid to 
deliver it.’

The ‘five people this affects’, 
he said, can progress to a higher 
level at colleges in Greenock, 

Paisley, Kilwinning, Forth Valley 
and Fife.

Oban councillor Elaine Robert-
son called it ‘incomprehensible 
and unacceptable’ for Sean’s 
‘necessary funding’ to be sudden-
ly cut, arguing at the very least 
he should be able to finish under 

the same rules as he started. She 
said: ‘We recently launched Oban 
as a University Town and are 
encouraging young people to stay 
in the area for their vocational 
and tertiary education and train-
ing. Here we have an example of 
that choice being denied.’

Minister calls for health bosses to resign
ARGYLL and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell says ‘genuine 
change is needed at the very 
top’ of the region’s health and 
social care executive, follow-
ing its ‘eleventh-hour decision’ 
to reject a leaked, secret list of 
‘terrifying’ service cuts.

The Integrated Joint Board 
(IJB), which met last Wednes-
day to decide on £13 million of 
savings proposed by officials 
in the Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP), apologised 
for any ‘anxiety’ caused by the 
‘unsettling speculation’.

Mr Russell welcomed IJB 
chairman Robin Creelman’s 
‘well-timed’ apology, but said 
it wasn’t enough. He said: ‘He 
recognised [it] could not pro-

ceed with plans overwhelmingly 
rejected by the communities the 
IJB exists to serve.

‘He also appears to have 
recognised the senior leadership 
of the IJB was to blame for the 
latest in a long line of blunders, 
not least in their decision to draw 
up a hidden list, for decision in 
private, of vital services they 
were prepared to consider cut-
ting, largely because their own 
handling of previous attempts 
to change services had been a 
failure and had not secured a 
balanced budget.

‘But an apology is not enough. 
The board has now had to 
agree to the request from the 
cabinet secretary for health 
regarding urgent discussions on 

how to move forward and these 
will have to focus on the real 
problems in management and 
governance that have been laid 
bare by the latest saga.’

Mr Russell added: ‘No more 
secret lists, no more attempts 
at private, back-door decisions, 
no more mass privatisation 
schemes, no more attempts at 
slashing those things vital to the 
most vulnerable in our society 
and no more arrogant refusals 
to listen to hard-pressed com-
munities.

‘If the board comes back to 
its next meeting at the end of 
May with any such intentions, I 
am sure the local reaction will 
be even fiercer than it was this 
time.’

Oban North and Lorn council-
lor Kieron Green, vice chairman 
of the IJB, said: ‘A number of 
NHS boards are now having to 
request brokerage from the gov-
ernment to cover overspends.

‘It has now reached a point 
where it is simply not possible 
to deliver all services within the 
resources available. The extra 
£66m allocated across Scotland 
for social care this year didn’t 
come close to what was required 
to meet growth in demand and 
changes in legislation.

‘Central government now 
needs to be clear about exactly 
what support it will provide to 
ensure we can continue to meet 
the health and social care needs 
of people in Argyll and Bute.’
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sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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SEIL and Easdale islanders 
have been warned the new GP 
contract will bring ‘significant 
change’.

More than 140 people turned 
out to last Tuesday’s community 
council meeting to hear how 
proposed changes in the con-
tract could dismantle their GP 
service by centralising primary 
care – possibly in Oban.

Those there were urged to 
keep lobbying ‘the powers that 
be’, including MSPs, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health Shona 

PLANS to build 10 affordable family 
homes on Jura, which has a population 
of around 200, have been supported by 
the island’s community council.

West Highland Housing Association 
(WHHA) has applied to build eight 
two-bedroom houses and two three-bed-
room houses between Jura Distillery’s 
whisky warehouse and the Coastguard 

Station near Craighouse. The design 
statement by CP Architects states: ‘This 
project meets a local housing shortage 
and provides a small scale housing 
development which will enhance the 
long-term sustainability of Craighouse 
and the Isle of Jura.

‘It is hoped this housing will contribute 
to a reversal of population decline. The 

development will help sustain jobs.’
Jura Community Council ‘strongly 

supports the need for housing and hopes 
there will be no further delays in this pro-
ject’ and Scottish Natural Heritage and 
Scottish Water also gave no objection.

However, Argyll and Bute Council’s 
roads and amenity services submitted 
reasons for refusal. ‘There is no pedestri-

an link to the village. Pedestrian safety 
must be considered,’ it argued.

WHHA, whose parent company Link 
Group Ltd plans to deliver 350 proper-
ties in Oban and Dunbeg over the next 
four years, also aims to bring affordable 
housing to Mull, Colonsay and to Port 
Ellen and Port Charlotte in Islay this 
year.

A KNOCK-ON effect of the 
MV Clansman’s extended dry 
dock has required CalMac to 
reshuffle its fleet.

The MV Hebridean Isles 
is moving to operate the 
Uig-Ta rber t-L o ch madd y 
triangle and MV Hebrides 
will sail south to service 
Tiree, Coll and Colonsay 
before heading for her 
own overhaul when the MV 
Clansman returns. ‘With only 
a limited number of major 
vessels in the fleet, when one 
is unexpectedly out of service 
we need to use the resources 
we have to maintain reliable 
operations to every commu-
nity that depends on us,’ said 
CalMac’s head of operations 
(north) Robert Morrison.

‘We understand this will 
cause disruption to the com-
munities on North Uist and 
Harris, which we apologise 
for. 

‘We will provide every assis-
tance to disrupted customers 
travelling Uig-Tarbert and 
Uig-Lochmaddy, which may 
involve alternative sailings 
or re-routing to other served 
ports to make connections.’

The MV Hebridean Isles was 
involved in a docking incident 
at Tiree in February which is 
still under investigation.

‘Until all the circumstances 
of this incident have been for-
mally investigated, we have 
no choice but to deploy MV 
Hebrides on to this route until 
the MV Clansman returns to 
service,’ added Mr Morrison.

ISLAY Community Hospital’s 
accident and emergency de-
partment has exceeded the 
Scottish Government’s na-
tional waiting time target.

Of the 97 people who 
attended the department 
in January, 100 per cent 
were seen, treated and dis-
charged or admitted within 
four hours.

PEOPLE living in Seil and 
Easdale are being invited to 
sign up as members of a new 
community development 
trust.

Forms are in the local shop 
and a meeting is planned 
for Thursday April 26 in Seil 
Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Organisers want to see 
how much support there 
would be for the initiative 
before moving the project 
along. No joining fee or work 
is expected of members.

The community develop-
ment trust’s work would be 
to support and � nd funding 
for projects important to 
islanders. 

AN ‘INSUFFICENT’ number of 
candidates for Seil and Easdale 
Community Council means 
there will be a by-election this 
summer.

Community councillor 
Julie Ferris told people at last 
Tuesday’s meeting it would be 
the last in the present series of 
community council meetings 
because there was an insuf-
� cient number of candidates 
to constitute it. ‘There will be 
a by-election in due course,’ 
she said. The meeting was told 
they were ‘one short’. Eight 
people are needed.

Remembering 
Donald M MacLeod
GAELIC song enthusiasts were 
saddened to learn of the death in his 
Portnahaven home on Friday March 
16 of veteran Mòd gold medallist 
Donald M MacLeod.

He was 91 and in December last 
year he had lost his retired nursing 
sister wife Katie, with whom he had 
enjoyed 58 years of happy marriage 
and family life.

Born Donald MacIntyre MacLeod 
in Glasgow on May 11 1926, he was 
soon back in the Rhinns village 
where he was to spend his life pur-
suing the joinery trade and tending 
the family croft.

Portnahaven at that time was a 
vibrant Gaelic-speaking community 
which saw Donald developing a 
lifelong interest in the language and 
the songs of the Gaels. His singing 
career began in 1939 when he took 
first place in the junior singing 
section at the local Mòd.

This success was repeated 10 years 
later when he achieved a similar 
placing in the senior solo singing 
class.

Following National Service in the 
RAF, he joined the Gaelic choir 
in the neighbouring village of Port 
Charlotte and the choristers’ various 
successes at National Mòds encour-
aged Donald to try his luck at the 
national gold medal competitions.

This paid off as he won the premier 

Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay

solo singing award at the National 
Mòd in Rothesay in 1952, an honour 
he shared with Anne Gillies, who 
went on to marry Calum Kennedy.

Donald’s Rothesay success led to a 
long and busy singing career which 
brought pleasure to thousands. He 
regularly topped the bill at High-
land gatherings in venues including 
Glasgow’s St Andrew’s Halls, at 
concerts and ceilidhs throughout 
the Highlands and Islands, as well 
as broadcasting frequently on radio 
and television. 

He also entertained, with much 

acclaim, appreciative audiences in 
London, Ireland, Canada and the 
USA. In his early career, his records 
were best-sellers and were often 
played on Scottish-themed pro-
grammes on Radio Luxembourg.

Although retired from public 
appearances for a number of years, 
he remains among the most asked-
for performers on BBC Radio nan 
Gàidheal’s weekly request pro-
gramme Na Dùrachdan.

A CD compilation of some of his 
best-known recordings was released 
under the title An T-Eilean Mòr 10 
years ago and the demand for the 
collection, proceeds from which 
went to a local charity, greatly 
exceeded expectations. The CD title 
refers to Orsay Island, which houses 
the Rhinns of Islay lighthouse which 
Donald viewed daily from his village 
home.

Donald’s praiseworthy contribu-
tion to Gaelic song was justifiably 
recognised in 2011 when he was in-
ducted into the Scottish Traditional 
Music Hall of Fame.

He also loved foreign travel, de-
rived great pleasure from the beau-
ties of nature which surrounded him 
and worked tirelessly to ensure his 
native village was not short changed 
in civic matters.

They came from far and near 
to pay their last respects at the 
service celebrating Donald’s life in 
the Portnahaven parish church on 
Wednesday March 21. 

It was fitting that during the service 

another Islay singer, Alasdair Cur-
rie, who won the gold medal at the 
Royal National Mòd in Lochaber 
last year, sang the Gaelic favourite 
Eilidh, a song which will be forever 
associated with Donald.

Alasdair also played the pipes at 
church and graveside and among 
his tune selection was the march 
Donald MacLeod of Portnahaven, 
written as a tribute to the noted 
singer in 2002 by Uist piper and 
composer James MacLean, whose 
wife Betty, nee Woodrow, hails from 
Bowmore.

Devotions were led by the Rev 
Valerie Watson, the parish minister, 
and Donald was interred alongside 
his beloved Katie in Nerabus cem-
etery. He is survived by daughters 
Jane and Fiona, son Alasdair and 
four grandchildren who were his 
pride and joy.

Thig crioch air an t-saoghal ach 
mairidh gaol agus ceòl (the world 
will come to an end but love and 
music will endure).

Da� odil tea
MEMBERS of the Round Church 
will welcome locals and visitors to 
their daffodil tea in Bowmore buffet 
hall on Friday April 6, at 7pm.

There will be lots of attractions on 
offer. Admission is £4, with proceeds 
going to the church’s fabric fund.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810658.

Donald MacLeod was a renowned 
singer of Gaelic songs.

WILD Thyme Spirits will this month 
move gin production to its headquar-
ters on Colonsay with the first island 
batch of Colonsay Gin set to run 
from the still by the end of May.

Founders of Wild Thyme Spirits, 
husband and wife Fin and Eileen 

Geekie, relocated from Oxfordshire 
to their new home on Colonsay in 
2016. After a launch in 2017 and a 
year crafting small-batch Colonsay 
Gin with the help of one of Scotland’s 
smallest distilleries, Strathearn, the 
pair are now bringing production 

of Colonsay Gin to the island. To 
coincide with this, Wild Thyme 
Spirits has negotiated an agreement 
with Colonsay Estate to hand-forage 
botanicals on the island, including 
access to the grounds of Colonsay 
House.

Wild Thyme’s gin production moves to Colonsay

Fin and Eileen Geekie.

ISLE of Harris Distillery 
managing director Simon 
Erlanger has been announced 
Scotland Director of the Year 
for Medium-Size Businesses 
by the Institute of Directors 
at an awards ceremony at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Glasgow.

Seil and Easdale 
by-election

Sign up for new 
community trust

Award for island 
distillery boss

Islay hospital 
performs well

Island GP warns new contract 
will bring signifi cant change

Robison and the British Med-
ical Association, to make sure 
when the contract fully comes 
into effect in three years, it is 
‘rural-proofed’.

Seil GP Dr Miranda Barkham 
told the meeting although the 
first stage of the new contract 
started on April 1 there was ‘no 
imminent threat’ to their local 
surgeries but warned after three 
years other stages of the pro-
posals would lead to significant 
change.

Dr Barkham got a round of 
applause from supporters after 
saying the islanders’ doctors 
gave good quality care now and 

wanted to maintain it. She said 
the new contract’s goals were 
‘laudable’, seeking to decrease 
pressure on GP services by tak-
ing away jobs that could be done 
by others, better benefiting city 
GPs – but not them.

‘We don’t necessarily wish to 
shed the work that can be done 
by others because we aim to pro-
vide a holistic service,’ she said.

Dr Barkham added because 
Easdale Medical Practice was 
small it was more likely patients 
would have to travel greater 
distances to get those services,  
such as blood tests, and  ‘logi-
cally’ such a treatment centre 

would be in Oban. She was 
also concerned about a funding 
formula which would depend on 
the number of patients seen by 
GPs daily.

‘We don’t yet know how these 
changes will pan out. The 
proposed changes may benefit 
city GPs and their patients but 
the Rural GPs Association has 
expressed significant concern 
about the unintended effect on 
them and their patients.

‘We feel common sense rules 
up here. We do our best to avoid 
multi-layer care by different 
staff to the same patient and 
that works for our area. We 

know all our patients well and 
are well-placed to know when 
there’s a deterioration. 

‘We feel a locally-based service 
is the best way to serve this area. 
We want to safeguard rural 
primary care.

‘We feel concerns expressed 
by rural GPs have not yet been 
adequately addressed, although 
huge efforts have been put in by 
public and patient groups and I 
think that’s beginning to have 
some effect. 

‘We are providing a service we 
are proud of. We wouldn’t like 
the contract to change that,’ she 
said.

AFTER 10 years’ work by Mull 
and Iona Community Trust, 
construction of the Tobermory 
Light Industrial Park started 
last month.

A lack of storage and small 
business premises was first 
brought to the attention of the 
trust by a resident who had 
outgrown operating his business 
from home.

This initial development will 
provide a total of 500 square 
metres of storage compounds, 
274 sq m of self storage, eight 30 
sq m lock-ups, two 60 sq m busi-
ness starter units and 940 sq m 
of development site(s) available 
for lease.

Project officer Mairi Greig 
said: ‘It’s great to finally bring 
this project to fruition, provid-
ing a range of storage options 
for recreational and business 
use, in addition to small busi-
ness premises, enabling business 
start-up and expansion.

‘Thanks to everyone who has 
completed surveys, attended 
meetings and the voluntary 
members of the project steering 
group who have championed 
this project.’

The construction work will be 
carried out by TSL Contractors 

One man at the meeting asked 
if jobs could be lost at the surgery 
because of the new contract. 

Dr Barkham replied: ‘If the 
practice was no longer open or 
viable then it could mean jobs 
are lost.’

Community councillor Julie 
Ferris said: ‘We would be ap-
palled to lose our practice. The 
message is keep writing to the 
powers that be, keep going.’

Sixty-five people attended 
Kilninver and Kilmelford Com-
munity Council’s last meeting to 
hear about the implications the 
new GP contract could have for 
them.

Left to right: Chris Baker, MICT director; John Nicolson, TSL regional construction manager; Mairi 
Greig, MICT project o�  cer; Alan Parker, project steering group, Andy Knight, TSL managing director; 

and Moray Finch, MICT general manager.
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Ltd and is expected to be com-
pleted by March 2019.

Andrew Knight, managing 
director, said: ‘This is a great 
project which will provide 
modern facilities for businesses 
based in the north of Mull.’

The project is supported 
by Scottish Government and 
COSLA’s Regeneration Capital 
Grant Fund, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, Argyll and 
Bute Council and Shanks Argyll 
and Bute through the Scottish 
Landfill Communities Fund.

Jennifer Nicoll, Argyll and 
the Islands area manager for 
HIE, said: ‘We are delighted 
to have worked with Mull and 
Iona Community Trust to help 
it develop this exciting project 
which will create opportunities 
for businesses to start up and 
grow. 

‘Tobermory Light Industrial 
Park will be a valuable commu-
nity asset for Tobermory and 
Mull and we look forward to 
seeing the impacts it creates.’

Further information about the 
project and details of what is 
available can be found at www.
mict.co.uk or by contacting Mai-
ri Greig at mgreig@mict.co.uk 
or on 01680 812918.

Small business premises boost for Mull

Ten new affordable homes planned to halt Jura population decline

Changes to 
Uig CalMac 
ferry service
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A 53-YEAR-OLD man has been fined 
£350 after police caught him urinating 
into a pint glass.

Andrew Cullen of 78 Hazel Road, 
Banknock, Bonnybridge, also pleaded 
guilty to kicking and smashing the glass 
and threatening police officers.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGinty told 
Oban Sheriff Court on Monday March 
26 the incident took place in a car park in 
Lerags on March 18 this year.

Mr McGinty said when police ap-
proached Cullen and explained his 
behaviour was offensive, he replied it was 
a bet to see if he could fill it.

He then ‘aggressively kicked the pint 
glass containing urine’ causing it to 
smash, before threatening police consta-
bles. In Cullen’s defence, solicitor Edward 
Thornton said his client had ‘unfortu-
nately consumed a substantial amount of 
alcohol and stupidly took on this bet’. He 

added: ‘He unfortunately has very little 
recognition about what happened there-
after, but he deeply regrets his behaviour.’

Sheriff Patrick Hughes said: ‘This is 
disgraceful behaviour and, for a man of 
your age, there’s no excuse. 

‘In normal circumstances, with a threat 
to a police officer, I would be looking at a 
custodial sentence but I am satisfied this 
can be dealt with by way of a financial 
penalty.’

Man, 53, fi ned £350 for ‘disgraceful’ behaviour

POLICE arrested a man, aged 
37, after reports he was behav-
ing in an abusive manner at 
12.40pm on Tuesday March 27, 
in Longsdale Crescent, Oban. 
A report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

POLICE have launched an 
investigation after electrical 
wire was deliberately cut at 
a building site in Glenmore 
Road, Oban, sometime 
between 7am on Tuesday 
March 20 and 4pm on 
Wednesday March 28.

AT 5.50pm on Friday March 
30, on the A85 near Tyndrum, 
a silver BMW 116 car was seen 
to be driven in a careless man-
ner while overtaking other 
vehicles. The car was stopped 
by police and the male driver, 
aged 24, was charged with the 
o� ence. A report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

POLICE stopped a car which 
was being driven carelessly 
at 12.35pm on Saturday 
March 31, on the A82 near to 
Bridge of Orchy. The black 
Volkswagen Scirocco was 
overtaking other vehicles at 
excessive speed. 
Once stopped, the car was 
found to have an excessively 
tinted driver's side window. 
The driver, a man aged 
21, was charged with the 
o� ences and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

AT 6.45am on Sunday April 
1, in Dalintart Drive, Oban, a 
man, aged 52, behaved in an 
abusive manner and damaged 
a � at door and a car. He was 
arrested, charged and held for 
court. A report was submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

ANYONE with information 
in relation to any incident 
should contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111.

A SUPPORT drop-in helping 
survivors of sexual violence in 
Oban wants more men to come 
and talk.

Out of charity Rape Crisis’ 
current caseload in the town, 
a handful are men but support 
workers want to get word out to 
more men that help is available.

Across Argyll and Bute, male 
referrals have made up 16 per 
cent.

So far the drop-in sessions 
at New Hope in Soroba Road, 
every Monday from 11am to 
noon, have brought in a mix of 
both men and women wanting to 
talk.

Coronation Street’s latest har-
rowing story-line about a male 
rape and recent football coach 
revelations have played a part 

FOUR generations of a family got together 
this Easter to spring a surprise visit on 
95-year-old Oban man Ken Walker.

Mr Walker, who moved to Argyll from 
Oxford 30 years ago, was thrilled to 
see his daughter Christine Forrest, his 
granddaughter Tara Forrest, great-grand-
daughter Sasha Forrest and his great-great- 
grandson Theo Bloxam, aged 8, when they  
visited him at Oban’s North Argyll House 
on Good Friday, staying in town for the 
Easter weekend.

The great-great-grandfather, who was 
widowed in 2002 and lived in Ardrishaig 
until a bad fall 18 months ago, was thrilled 
with the surprise.

Mr Walker was a talented carpenter and 
joiner during his working life. One of his 
greatest achievements was a commission by 
the wealthy American owner of Budweiser, 
who wanted him to replicate the entire 
inner contents - alter, pews and all - of 
Shobden Church in Herefordshire.

Mr Walker, who also worked at many of 
Oxford’s educational establishments, said it 
was a lovely Easter surprise, especially to 
see Theo. ‘I’m very proud of them all,’ he 
said.

ARGYLL’S council-run care 
homes, day care and learning 
disability centres were spared 
last week, at least until May, 
when health bosses will meet 
again to decide how to save 
£13 million in this year’s 
budget.

Earlier Scotland’s health 
minister Shona Robison urged 
them to drop proposals for 
400 job cuts and ‘terrifying’ 
closures – including a leaked, 
secret plan to shut Eadar 
Glinn, Tigh a Rhuda and Gor-
tanvogie care homes – until 
they engaged ‘fully and trans-
parently’ with local people.

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell called on 
the Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP), and gov-
erning Integrated Joint Board 
(IJB) to change. He said: 
‘They never even mentioned 
the impending financial crisis, 
still less the drastic list of cuts.’

He accused it of ‘hiding the 
true situation’ with a plan to 
discuss the full cuts in private, 
excluding the public at its open 

A FAMILY is raising funds to 
keep their baby girl safe from 
bullying and depression when 
she gets older.

Six-month-old Freya Strang 
has two severe types of Flat 
Head Syndrome, Plagiocephaly 
and Brachycephaly, and wears 
a special helmet to re-shape her 
skull.

The helmet treatment is not 
available on the NHS and 
Freya’s parents Gemma and 
Allan Strang, both volunteer 
firefighters in Kimelford, have 
started a Justgiving page to raise 
the £3,000 they need to pay for it 
in instalments and to fund their 
travel to the special private clin-
ic run by Technology In Motion 
at Bothwell Church Centre, near 
Hamilton.

Donations have already come 
in from the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service’s Family Sup-
port Trust and the Freemasons 
in Oban.

One in 25 babies are affected 
by the syndrome, although nine 
out of 10 cases, which are not 
classed as severe, will go back 
to normal without medical 
intervention.

Freya’s diagnosis was so severe 
her family feared it could put 
her mental health at risk in the 
future. Because it is termed as a 
cosmetic condition, there was no 
help available from the NHS.

‘We get a lot of confused looks 
from people,’ said Gemma. 
‘Someone even asked me if it was 
a cycling helmet! The treatment 
is expensive but it’s worth every 
penny. Without it Freya could 
face bullying when she gets old-
er. It could affect her mentally. 
It could lead to depression and 
body image problems. It would 
be a horrible route to go down.’

Blues band Mudslide, which 

A HOUSING association based in Oban has received a 
gold Investors in People award.

West Highland Housing Association (WHHA) received 
the accreditation, which is ‘the benchmark of good people 
management practise’.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell presented the 
plaque to the organisation.

Mr Russell said: ‘It’s a tremendous achievement for an 
organisation to become an Investor in People, but to reach 
the gold standard is exceptional. The whole of Argyll 
should be very proud of them.'

Chairman of WHHA Dougie Mackie said: ‘We are very 
pleased with the work that has been done by the staff. We 
are always looking to promote employment and career 
opportunities for the people that live and work in our 
community.’

Ken Walker, 95, enjoyed a family reunion this weekend when four generations of 
relatives paid an Easter visit.

played at Gemma and Allan’s 
wedding, are playing for nothing  
at a fundraising gig on Saturday 
April 14 at Kilmelford Village 
Hall with entry by donation.

Local businesses are donating 
prizes but more are still needed.

Proceeds from the night will 
be split between Freya’s Justgiv-
ing Page and Headstart4Babies 
charity to help raise awareness 
of the syndrome and keep 
lobbying the NHS to offer the 
TiMband helmet treatments 
across the UK.

TiMband clinicians are 
pleased with Freya’s progress. 
After three months of wearing 
the helmet, the difference is  
amazing. She still has another 
four months to go and is having 
monthly check-ups.

The tot, who has a five-year-old 
brother Ryan, was eight weeks 
old when Gemma took her to 
the health visitor for advice.

‘I’d noticed it looked different 
and a few people had made 
comments. The health visitor 
said it should go back to normal 
but I was worried. I Googled it 
and found the clinic at Bothwell. 
They have been amazing every 
step of the way. A 4D scan 
showed there was danger of it 
starting to  protrude at the front.

‘I’d say to anyone who thinks 
their baby’s head looks out of 
shape, not to be scared and get 
it checked out. Freya’s case was 
severe. Thanks to the helmet her 
flat head has gone from severe to 
moderate in just two months and 
it’s still improving - but babies 
need to get help when they are 
still very young and the helmets 
work best,’ said Gemma.

To give support, message Allan 
Strang Jnr on Facebook or go to 
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
allan-strang

in helping more men break their 
silence of experiencing sexual 
violence, but Rape Crisis sup-
port worker Ailsa MacEachern 
hopes taking the service into a 
community hub will reach out to 
more men locally.

‘It’s known it’s much more dif-
ficult for men to come forward 
and get help but we want them to 
know the service we offer is for 
them as well as women,’ she said.

‘I think men really struggle 
with talking about issues of 
sexual violence because some 
may feel it’s not just an assault 
on them but also on their 
masculinity. The story line on 
Coronation Street and the wake 
of recent revelations of historic 
abuse from football coaches has 
helped open up the issue.

‘We want to break through any 
stigma that we are thought of 
as just being a feminist organ-

isation. We want men to know 
they deserve the same support 
as women.’

Ms MacEachern says the drop-
in sessions are held in a private 
side-room at New Hope. The 
sessions are discreet and 100 
per cent confidential which is 
important in such a small town, 
she added. If people want, they 
can leave through another door.

‘There’s a sign up on the side-

room door and I will be hovering 
where people come in so they 
can see who I am and just let me 
know if they want to talk.

‘People have been using the 
drop-in sessions to have a wee 
chat to see if we can help make 
life easier for them. We’ve had a 
good response so far. For some 
people it might not be the right 
time to talk yet but the sessions 
are also about us letting people 
know we are there if they need 
us and it’s about letting them 
know it’s really okay to talk.

‘Quite often people think it 
has to have been rape or a crisis 
to talk to us, just because of our 
name but we are here for any 
survivor of sexual violence no 
matter when it happened in their 
lives. We’re also here to help 
friends and families who are 
helping people but don’t know 
where to turn,’ she said.

POLICE FILES

MSP Michael Russell presents West Highland Housing Association 
with its gold Investors in People award. 07_t14_WWHA01

Housing association 
receives gold award

Health chiefs shelve worst of the cuts
meeting to decide what savings 
to adopt on Wednesday March 
28.

Officials from Argyll and 
Bute’s HSCP and IJB began 
their morning at Kilmory 
with a heated meeting behind 
closed doors, before they faced 
the public in the afternoon.

IJB chairman Robin Creel-
man began with an uncondi-
tional apology ‘for the way that 
played out in the press. There 
is no intention to do anything 
hidden or in secret, as was 
implied. It was our fault. Poor 
communication’.

Mr Creelman introduced a 
motion, seconded by IJB vice 
chairman Councillor Kieron 
Green, removing the HSCP’s 
plans to cut learning disability 
centres and 56 jobs, older peo-
ple day centres and 14 jobs and 
the closure of the Knapdale 
dementia ward in Lochgilp-
head’s Mid Argyll Hospital. It 
also retreated from a plan to 
outsource home care services 
in Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Islay, 
Colonsay, Mull, Iona, Tiree 
and Coll, affecting 96 posts.

The motion also withdrew 
‘a separate report outlining 

potential further service 
changes’ – understood to 
include a leaked plan to close 
all council-run care homes in 
Argyll and Bute risking 275 
redundancies – because they 
‘would not have been in line 
with the strategic plan’.

It also requested officers 
‘develop alternative savings 
proposals to be brought back 
to the IJB in May 2018’.

The motion was unanimous-
ly passed. However, in it the 
HSCP did agree ‘to reduce 
payments to commissioned 
service providers’, ‘review 
hours worked by advanced 
nurse practitioners [in] Oban’, 
reduce sleepovers and with-
draw meals on wheels and 
lunch clubs except in remote 
areas where there were no 
alternatives.

Afterwards, councillors 
Douglas Philand and Donald 
Kelly of Argyll First said they 
would temporarily take down 
their petition after it attracted 
1,340 signatures online, and 
2,000 more on paper around 
Campbeltown, Tarbert and 
Lochgilphead.

Tarbert resident Wilma 

Watts told The Oban Times: 
‘The leaked documents were 
the equivalent of a nuclear 
bomb. [The IJB] saw the re-
action and the proposals were 
withdrawn. But the threat has 
not been withdrawn.

‘If the leaked documents 
had not happened, the public 
would not have turned up and 
it would have been passed. No 
consultation. Where do these 
elderly people go? I thought it 
was shocking.’

Christina West, the HSCP’s 
chief officer, said: ‘The IJB 
was presented with some very 
difficult decisions to take and 
were faced with a dilemma 
with conflicting priorities of 
providing quality care, meet-
ing performance targets and 
expectations and delivering 
financial balance.

‘This included separate con-
sideration of service proposals 
that are outwith the delivery 
of our strategic plan. I am also 
aware the speculation over the 
proposals has been unsettling 
for our staff, communities and 
stakeholders and I regret the 
upset, concern and anxiety 
that this has caused.’

Parents need 
£3,000 to cure 
baby Freya

Family gives Kenneth, 95, a � ve-generation surprise

Here to support men too

Ailsa MacEachern.
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THERE has been lots going on at Atlantis again this month 
with new equipment, grants and loans for improvements and 
ongoing maintenance problems.

Disabled changing room upgrade
NEW flooring should be laid shortly, allowing the rest of the 
work to continue. Thanks to everyone who has contributed to 
the changing rooms fundraising campaign so far.

Recycling
AS PART of the drive to be more environmentally friendly, 
Atlantis will be recycling plastic bottles from next month. 
Please deposit plastic bottles in the bins in the café and the 
centre will make sure they are recycled instead of going to 
landfill. Thanks to Felix Hughes who is working hard around 
the town encouraging businesses to be more proactive with 
their recycling.

New sports equipment
NEW play equipment has arrived for the mini movers’ 
pre-school sessions.

Green energy
ATLANTIS has finally been accepted for a £50,000 inter-
est-free loan and a £10,000 grant from Resource Efficiency 
Scotland. This fund will be used to replace the lighting around 
the building with power-saving LEDs and replace an essential 
electrical control panel in the pool plant room.  Unfortunately, 
the installation of the electrical control panel will require 
Atlantis to be closed for up to three days. Updates will be 
posted on when this happen and the centre will make sure it 
causes the least disruption. 

Clients might have noticed that recently the pool changing 
rooms have not been as warm as usual. Technical problems 
with the air source heat pump have meant it has had to be had 
turned off. Atlantis is working to resolve this with the supplier.

Our sta� 
A FAMOUS face around Atlantis - AK - left the business this 
month after 18 years of working to improve people’s fitness in 
the gym and classes. Atlantis wishes him the best of luck in his 
new career.

Max Buchanan has joined the team this month, bringing his 
personal training business to Atlantis. He has been on the 
elite athlete programme for the past 12 months as a successful 
weightlifter. The leisurecentre is hosting a pool plant operator 
three-day course this month for staff.

Buy a brick fundraiser
CHECK out the names on bricks that were bought 25 years 
ago and then support the changing room refurbishment by 
buying a brick for £5.

Completed this month
TWO more settees have arrived, making it even comfier when 
people are having a coffee. The lighting in the soft play area 
has been replaced by LEDs. New cleaning machines have 
arrived to ensure effective, frequent cleaning of our carpets, 
sports hall floor and pool changing rooms.

Events
Events coming to Atlantis over the next few months include 
the Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival, a 
dodgeball competition, a three-day celebration of tennis event, 
MAD and a Scottish Ballet two-day project.

Annual general meeting
THE annual general meeting is on Monday April 16, from 
7pm to 8pm. Everyone is welcome.

A TEAM of young police 
volunteers will be out in force 
helping people in Argyll and 
Lochaber.

The team of 15 volunteers, 
aged 13 to 18, enlisted as 
uniformed Police Scotland 
Youth Volunteers (PSYV) and 
have successfully completed 
12 weeks of training.

At their passing out parade 
last Thursday, they marched 
into Oban High School’s hall 
with their drill instructor to 
the sound of the bagpipes 
and stood to attention for an 
inspection of their new grey or 
blue uniforms.

PC Claire Brown, PSYV’s 
co-ordinator in Oban, said: 
‘They were fab. They were so 

excited. They did every task 
set for them.’

The teenagers will 
now venture out into the 
community, firstly by packing 
shopping bags at Oban’s Tesco 
supermarket on Saturday 
April 21 to raise money for the 
local charity Hope Kitchen.

The volunteers’ next date is 
a ‘blue light disco’ promoting 
drug and alcohol awareness on 
Friday June 22 and they have 
also been invited to work at 
the Appin Show and Taynuilt 
Games. The fast-growing 
programme expects to 
attract its 1,000th volunteer 
this year, across 40 areas 
including Campbeltown and 
Dumbarton.

TEENAGER Megan Evans has received 
£500 towards her volunteering trip to 
Chile later this year.

The Rotary Club of Oban gave her a 
cheque to help reach the £6,200 she 
needs to go on the adventure and teach 
English to under-privileged children as 
part of the Coll-based Project Trust.

Oban Rotary was represented at the 
cheque presentation by past president 
Ken Oxland, right, and junior vice presi-
dent Douglas Small.

The funding was part of the Rotary 
Club’s commitment to support local 
youth orientated activities.

SIX YOUTH volunteers from 
Oban Otters have completed 
the Scottish Swimming 
Poolside Helper Training 
Certificate.

Tutor Emma Darcy said: 
‘This course gives the 
teenagers the skills and con-
fidence to start out on their 
own pathways as swimming 
teachers and coaches. They 
may already be accomplished 
swimmers themselves, but the 
training helps them translate 
their expertise in the water to 
the younger children.’

Scottish Swimming devel-
oped the course as part of a 
campaign to keep children 
swimming through the teen-
age years.

EADAR Glinn care home 
in Oban has been given a 
clean bill of health after a � u 
outbreak forced it to shut its 
doors to new admissions two 
weeks ago.

Health bosses made the 
decision to shut the home in 
Drumore Road as a precaution 
and tests were carried out at 
the 25-bed home with the 
situation being reviewed daily.

Visitors who had felt unwell 
were being asked to stay 
away but a spokeperson 
for NHS Highland has now 
con� rmed the home has 'fully 
re-opened'.

Behind the scenes 
at Atlantis LeisureContents of Oban High 

School going to Somalia
DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban care home 
‘fully re-opened’ 

SSEN connects 
hydro scheme
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Rotary supports Megan’s trip to Chile

New team of young police volunteers at the ready

WHAT an amazing Easter 
we’ve just enjoyed. I can’t 
believe the perfect weather 
we had and the amount of 
visitors who all seemed as 
happy as I was.

It’s left me happy and full 
of energy ready for the next 
adventure which begins this 
week as a group of us begin 
training to become walking 
tour guides with a qualifica-
tion from the Scottish Tour 
Guide Association.

The training is being or-
ganised by the Port of Oban 
Welcome Group and Bid4O-
ban and has been planned for 
a long time.

I think it’s a fantastic oppor-
tunity for the town and for 
the people lucky enough to be 
part of it and all being well we 
should be qualified and ready 
to welcome visitors by May.

Ready to start walking tour guide training
One of the things I’m look-

ing forward to most is learn-
ing even more about the town 
I live in. I’ve not even started 
yet and I’ve learned from the 
introductory notes that the 
name Oban comes from ‘little 
bay of Lorn’.

I like that and I know I have 
so much more learning to do. 
If you see me in the street 
and think you have a piece of 
knowledge to share then let 
me know. It’s the details that 
are interesting to visitors to 
the town and locals.

I’ve also had people say that 
once the tours are operation-
al they may be of interest to 
people who live here too and 
I agree as no matter how long 
you live in a place you can 
never know it all.

So it’s onward and upward, 
a step nearer summer and 
guides to share all the things 
they love about Oban with 
everyone else.

Last week’s photograph was 
of the shortcut from Tesco to 
High Street but you might not 
have recognised it as it was af-
ter it had been all cleaned up. 
If only it could stay like that.  
This week’s photograph is a 
different angle of a building 
you’re probably familiar with.

SCOTTISH and Southern 
Electricity Networks has 
completed the electrical work 
associated with the connec-
tion of the 350kW Dalavich 
community hydro scheme.

Located on the River Avich, 
the innovative hydro scheme 
has been in development 
since 2012 led by the Dalavich 
Improvement Group (DIG), a 
charitable organisation run 
by volunteers in the rural 
communities of Inverinian, 
Dalavich, Lochavich and 
Kilmaha. In 2015, DIG set up 
a community bene� t society 
Awesome Energy (Dalriada) 
Limited to build and operate 
the scheme.

The group will use pro� ts 
from the hydro generation to 
fund local projects and meet 
objectives previously agreed 
in the community’s local 
action plan.

Left to right: Freya MacKechnie, Sam Coates, Eilidh Barron, Grace Thompson, Ella MacKechnie, tutor 
Emma Darcy and Ailsa Dowd.

SCOTLAND’S national chef 
Gary Maclean is urging people 
in Argyll and Bute to � ght cli-
mate change by making small 
changes in their kitchens.

The MasterChef winner is 
supporting a campaign from 
the Scottish Government to 
encourage people to address 
climate change.

The new campaign raises 
awareness of how making 
greener lifestyle changes is 
easier than people think.

Avoiding and recycling food 
waste, washing clothes at 30 
degrees, leaving the car for 
shorter journeys and turning 
down thermostats by one 
degree will make a di� erence 
in combating climate change.

Training success 
for young Otters

Chef cooks up 
green scheme

HUNDREDS of chairs and 
tables from the former Oban 
High School building will be 
sent to schools in Somalia.

A total of 500 chairs and 300 
tables, as well as textbooks, 
will be shipped to Mogadishu, 
in partnership with a charity 
called ZOOT.

The Bristol-based charity 
is sending a 40ft container to 
Oban on Thursday April 12 to 
collect the equipment.

Terry Donovan, secretary 
of Oban High School Parent 
Council, which organised the 
donation, said: ‘We think it’s 

great. We are trying to reuse 
as much as the furniture as 
possible.

‘We are really pleased and we 
have had a great response and a 
lot of support from the school.

‘A group of us on the parent 
council offered to help with 
re-using the furniture and I 
found this charity online that 
sends equipment to various 
countries, so when I contacted 
them, they were really keen to 
use some of the furniture.’

Speaking about surplus equip-
ment, Terry added: ‘A lot of it is 
being re-used. Primary schools 
have been going in, as well as 
community groups and some 
village halls.

‘So it’s being used in other 
places around Argyll, but with 
the volume of tables and chairs 
which were not needed in the 
area, we were able to send them 
elsewhere.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 

and Bute Council said: ‘Pupils 
can look forward to new, high 
quality equipment and furni-
ture, as well as a state-of-the-art 
building when they move into 
their new Oban High School.

‘The contents of the current 
school, which are not required, 
will be put to good use, and have 
been offered to other schools 
and community groups. In 
addition, the Oban High School 
Parent Council has made 
arrangements for tables and 
chairs to be donated to a charity 
in Somalia.

‘Demolition of the old school 
will start shortly after pupils 
have moved into their new 
school.’

Discussing the shipment of 
equipment, Terry added: ‘We 
are very excited that these items 
will be reused in Somali schools.

‘Somalia has one of the world’s 
lowest enrolment rates for 
primary school aged children – 
only 30 per cent of children are 
in school and only 40 per cent 
of these are girls. Further, only 
18 per cent of children in rural 
households are in school.’

Oban High School Parent 
Council is looking for volun-
teers who could help load the 
container from 9am on April 
12.

To get involved or to find out 
more, email terry@backwoods-
man-stoves.co.uk

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

“You will get a cheaper conservatory -  
you won’t get a better one”

Call today & get your conservatory the way you want it

Improve the look, value 
and feel of your home
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DIOPLÒMA ANNS NA 
MEADHANAN GÀIDHLIG
Iarrtasan fosgailte airson 2018-2020

Sàr chùrsa a’ tairgsinn chothroman ionnsachaidh 
ann an iomadh cuspair - sgilean camara, fuaim, 
solais agus gearradh; riochdachadh is stiùireadh 
telebhisein;  riochdachadh rèidio; naidheachdas, 
dràma agus spòrs.

Tha an dàrna bliadhna ga cur seachad a’      
trèanadh fad deich mìosan anns an àite-obrach.

Airson foirm-iarrtais cuiribh fios gu:

cni.smo@uhi.ac.uk

Chan eil cùrsa cho prìseil coltach ris ann 
an Alba, a bheir dhut am fiosrachadh 
agus an tuigse a' dh'fheumas thu airson 
dreuchd anns na meadhanan.

A TAYNUILT woman whose 
life was saved by breast screen-
ing is urging women not to 
ignore routine appointments.

Kathy Murgatroyd was 
shocked when a routine appoint-
ment three years ago uncovered 
cancer. The former outdoors in-
structor, who is now in remission 
but still has yearly check-ups, 
had no signs anything was wrong 
and had always taken up routine 
screening invitations when the 
mobile breast unit came to Oban 
in 2015.

‘I just went along as usual. I had 
no signs whatsoever but when the 
results letter came back three 
weeks later it was a fat letter and 
I thought that doesn’t look like 
good news - it wasn’t. 

‘I saw several consultants who 
pushed and prodded but couldn’t 
find a lump but something was 
there on the mammogram and 
the ultrasound. It turned out to 

A DEAL worth thousands of 
pounds has been agreed by 
Oban businesses to promote 
the town as a tourism desti-
nation.

BID4Oban, an initiative 
where local businesses work 
together and invest collec-
tively in improvements to 
their business environment, 
is funding Oban & Lorn 
Tourism Alliance (OLTA) to 
market Oban to tourists in 
the central belt.

The first projects to be 
approved for funding include 
radio advertising and com-
petitions with prize tickets 
to Oban Live on Clyde 1 and 
2, accommodation and Love 
Oban Vouchers, plus there’s 
money for outdoor billboard 
advertising in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh.

BID4Oban chief executive 
Andrew Spence said: ‘By 
supporting OLTA to promote 
Oban, we achieve more 
together than both organisa-
tions would separately.’

OLTA’s chairman Calum 
Ross added: ‘This new fund-
ing will help market the town 
as a visitor destination to our 
primary domestic audience in 
the central belt.’

OLTA is a co-operative 
owned and run by its members 
who are all involved in the 
tourism and hospitality indus-
try in Oban and Lorn. BIDS 
levy payers include a wide 
range of businesses in the 
town centre, the majority of 
which would like to see closer 
co-operation with OLTA and 
BIDS supporting marketing 
and promotion of the town as 
a visitor destination. 

Last week BID4Oban 
launched Love Oban Vouch-
ers at the discounted rate of 
10 per cent. Mr Spence said 
the vouchers were a ‘drive to 
get people in Oban shopping 
locally’. 

‘This is a significant invest-
ment by BID4Oban to drive 
footfall. We sell the vouchers 
at a 10 per cent discount and 
they are redeemed at full 
face value by businesses,’ he 
added.

TIREE Meals on Wheels has been saved – for at 
least the next six months.

Island care organisation Cùram Thiriodh, 
which already runs a lunch club, a carers’ service 
and exercise classes, has come to the rescue.

Cùram Thiriodh began negotiations with 
Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care Part-
nership to keep the service going after the Royal 
Voluntary Service announced it was withdraw-
ing it nationally. The last of the RVS-run Meals 
on Wheels were served on Tiree and Oban on 
Friday March 23. But an agreement to run it as 
a six-month pilot project on Tiree means all the 
paperwork and backroom organisation will be 
done on the island with the clients, the meals, 
the prices and the volunteers staying the same.

Meals are cooked by catering staff at a residen-
tial home in Scarinish and a pool of 10  volunteers 
drive the 40-mile round-route to deliver them.

The service has been running on Tiree for 50 
years and still has eight clients relying on it, said 
Cùram chairman Dr John Holliday.

‘The idea of Meals on Wheels has become 

A SMALL community has 
revealed big hopes for a school 
building mothballed by Argyll 
and Bute Council four years ago.

Members of the public were 
invited to have a say on the 
future of Ardchattan School at a 
meeting on Friday.

Among ideas from the commu-
nity, if it was to shut forever as a 
school, was to take ownership 
of the building running it as an 
activity hub, a part-time shop, 
a pop-up cafe, a bunkhouse, 
a space for art workshops or 
evening classes, a museum 
linked to the quarry at Bonawe 
or even a spiritual retreat - all 
creating jobs.

Argyll and Bute Council 
organised the meeting to hear 
views on whether it should con-
tinue mothballing the school, 
re-open it with its current catch-
ment, widen the in-take area or 
close it for good.

Ardchattan community 
councillor Breege Smyth was at 
the drop-in meeting to present 
a long list of ideas drawn up 
by locals interested in forming 
a community development 
trust and using the school as a 
job-generating hub.

A GREENOCK man has been 
� ned £350 and had his licence 
endorsed with six penalty 
points for speeding on the A85 
near Arrivain.

Stephen Elliott, 55, of 2 Boak 
Place, Main Street, Inverkip, 
pleaded guilty to travelling at 
97 mph.

The incident happened on 
December 3 last year and 
he appeared in Oban Sheri�  
Court on Tuesday March 27. 

A FORMER carer has plead-
ed guilty to stealing jewellery 
from one of her clients.

Rosemary Morrison, of 10 
Marine Court, Dunbeg, ad-
mitted taking four rings and 
a set of pearls worth £3,000- 
£5,000 between April 1 and 
July 21 2017 .

Morrison appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday 
March 27, where procurator 
fiscal Eoin McGinty said 
following publicity from ‘pre-
vious matters in relation to of-
fences against elderly people’, 
the niece of one of Morrison’s 
clients came forward. 

She became aware Morrison 
cared for her aunt at the time 
when four rings and a set of 
pearls went missing.

In Morrison’s defence, so-
licitor Edward Thornton said 
his client had since been di-
agnosed with Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder and suffered 
from anxiety. Mr Thornton 
asked for additional reports 
to be carried out before 
sentencing. Sheriff Patrick 
Hughes agreed and deferred 
sentence until Tuesday April 
24.

A LEARNER driver has 
been banned from driving for 
six months after nearly hitting 
pedestrians on George Street.

Omolara Obata, of 17 
Bridgman Grove, Bristol, was 
on holiday in Oban when the 
incident occurred on August 
15 2017. She plead guilty to 
careless driving after she 
lost control of her car, while 
attempting a left hand turn 
onto Craigard Road, Oban, 
causing pedestrians to take 
evasive action to avoid being 
hit.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty told Oban Sheriff 
Court on Tuesday March 
27: ‘One of the witnesses 
managed to push her year-old 
daughter out of the way to 
avoid collision.’

Obata’s defence solicitor 
Laura McManus said this 
was her client’s first attempt 
at driving her own car. ‘She 
was instructed to turn left,’ 
said Mrs McManus. ‘She 
was aware there was a lady 
already on the road and she 
had to take evasive action. It 
was the wrong thing to do. An 
emergency stop would have 
been the correct thing to do.’

Obata was fined £300 and 
disqualified from driving 
for six months for careless 
driving and driving without 
insurance.

Ian Fleming, Scarinish, receives the � rst of the Cùram Meals on Wheels with volunteer driver 
Reverend Alan Millar. 

Driver clocked 
doing 97mph

Marketing 
Oban 
together

More than 30 people turned 
up to a previous event, offering 
ideas and overwhelming support 
to keep the building in the 
community, said Ms Smyth, who 
added: ‘There was no shortage 
of ideas from people who could 
see the asset that it could be 
to the community. It’s already 

an active community, the only 
thing they are missing is a hub 
and the school could be it. 

‘Seeing the school shut sad-
dened them. If it goes for good 
now there’s no chance of them 
ever having anything like it.’

She said: ‘It would not be the 
first time a community has taken 

on a school as an asset then let it 
back to the council as a school if 
the demographic was to change.’

Volunteers have already come 
forward to set up a steering 
group to look at the structure, 
feasibility and funding sources 
for a new community develop-
ment trust. 

‘I think we could make a strong 
case for the council to hand over 
the building to the community,’ 
said Ms Smyth.

Other ideas such a trust would 
look at would be running an 
electric-powered bus, re-estab-
lishing ferry links with Taynuilt 
and introducing pontoons to 
take advantage of boats visiting 
Oban.

When the school, built in 1886, 
was mothballed in 2014 it had 
room for 57 pupils but had only 
four on the register. 

If it was open now it would 
have 10 pupils but would cost 
around £112,000 a year to run, 
according to the council. Those 
children are now being bused 
to schools in Benderloch and 
Dunbeg .

Roll figures for the start of 
2018 and 2019 academic years 
would be just seven.

The full consultation starts 
on Friday May 18 and ends on 
Friday June 29. 

On Tuesday December 11, a 
report will go to the Community 
Services Committee for a deci-
sion which will then be passed 
on to Scottish ministers.

Suggestions for Ardchattan 
School should be emailed to 
kathryn.wilkie@argyll-bute.gov.
uk by tomorrow, April 6.

Mothballed Ardchattan 
school could create jobs

Community councillor Breege Smyth at Ardchattan School.

be pre-cancerous cells,’ she said.
Within weeks those cells had 

turned to cancer. To add to her 
primary breast cancer diagnosis, 
other tests also showed there 
were cancer cells in her lymph 
nodes.

‘Things went extremely quickly 
from then on. I was lucky they 
got it so early. I can’t praise the 
treatment I got highly enough.

‘My message to women called 
for screening is that you must go. 
It saves lives – it saved my life,’ 
she added.

Treatment began with chemo-
therapy at Oban’s Lorn and 
Island Hospital’s day-bed unit, 
followed by surgery to remove 
the cancer and re-model her 
breast before she started radi-
otherapy. She was also started 
on Herceptin injections. ‘At that 
time, the nurses at Oban weren’t 
qualified to give it to me so they 
went and got themselves trained 

so they could do it. Now they’re 
able to give it to others. Isn’t that 
wonderful?

‘In between my diagnosis and 
the chemotherapy starting, I was 
searching for a support group 
and coming up with nothing in 
Oban so I rang up the Macmillan 
day bed unit and went to see 
them. They were so good with 

me. There’s more support avail-
able in the town for people now.  
The library hosts a Wednesday 
afternoon drop-in session run 
by Macmillan volunteers and the 
Dove Centre in Stevenson Street 
is there to help anyone with 
chronic illness and their families, 
not just terminal illnesses. Help 
is out there and people have to 
take it,’ said Ms Murgatroyd, who 
has since beaten a second cancer 
- cancer of the womb, diagnosed 
in January 2016.

‘If anything is wrong, don’t 
put off going to the doctors,’ 
said Ms Murgtroyd, who is back 
at her Lorn and Oban Healthy  
Options exercise class in the 
village, enjoying horse riding 
and is a regular at Ballet West’s 
weekly adult class.

Breast cancer screening saves 
130 lives every year in Scotland 
and it only takes 10 minutes.

Women between the ages of 

50 and 70 who have GPs are 
automatically invited to go along 
every three years.

A mobile unit staffed by an 
all-women team will be at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital car park in 
Oban from Tuesday April 3 to 
Thursday June 14, at Mull and 
Iona Community Hospital from 
Monday April 16 to Thursday 
May 3, at Campbeltown Hospi-
tal from Friday May 4 to Tues-
day June 12, The New Surgery at 
Inveraray from Wednesday June 
13 to Thursday June 21, Islay 
Hospital from Friday June 15 
to Friday June 29, Tiree Dental 
Surgery car park in Bowmore 
from Monday June 25 to Friday 
June 29, Tarbert Medical Prac-
tice  in Campbeltown Road from 
Monday July 2 to Tuesday July 
10 and Mid Argyll Community 
Hospital in Lochgilphead from 
Wednesday July 11 to Friday 
August 10.

Former carer 
admits theft 
from client

Learner 
nearly hit 
pedestrians 

Routine screening saved my life, 
says breast cancer survivor Katy

Kathy Murgatroyd.

Second servings of Meals on Wheels
unfashionable in recent years, but we believe in it 
and it works on Tiree. 

‘We are lucky on the island to have a brilliant 
combination of good food, a care service that 
really knows its clients and a willing rota of 
volunteers. We have agreed a six-month trial to 
see how things go, as we will have to raise extra 
money to cover expenses,’ he said.

Bill Welstead, a Cùram director, said: ‘Island 
life depends on the strength of its community.

‘With dedicated volunteers delivering hot meals 
to appreciative people into some of the remotest 
townships of Tiree, the continuance of the Meals 
on Wheels service was well worth fighting for.’

And volunteer driver Rosemary Omand told 
The Oban Times: ‘This is great news. Thanks are 
due to the directors of Cùram for all their work 
in getting this under way.’

A spokesperson for the health and social care 
partnership said: ‘This is an excellent example of 
how we want to work with third sector agencies 
and community resilience in the future. We wish 
them every success in their new venture.’
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Great to get 
feedback
IT IS almost always gratifying to 
get feedback – good or bad – to my 
musings.

Two well-known individuals in 
the Oban business community 
have separately taken the trouble 
to beard me about my views within 
the space of two days.

First was David Lapsley, somme-
lier patron of Etive Restaurant in 
the town, who emailed to say: ‘I 
enjoyed reading your piece in The 
Oban Times of March 22 about the 
BAAB restaurant opening. I also 
share your dispiriting vibe in the 
closures and lying empty of the 
properties you mentioned.

‘I would, however, like to say, 
and think it could be worth noting, 
the vibrancy and trend-bucking 
businesses on Stevenson Street.

‘We have ourselves newly 
opened Etive Restaurant serving a 
freshly produced and passionately 
sourced menu featuring Scottish 
seafood and land produce as our 
‘Where sea meets land’ tagline 
suggests.

‘We also have the Ranald Hotel 
that seems to be near full every 
night offering a friendly service 
and knowledgeable drinks list.

‘The Lorne bar is offering great 
value food again, cooked to order 
and freshly produced.

‘Oban Soup Company serves 
tasty homemade soups and good 
coffees at unbelievably great value 
for money.

Tra�  c was backed up in Oban last week as the roads were � xed.

‘With Saint Saviour, Button 
Nose, BID4Oban and all the 
above, the south side of Stevenson 
Street is looking great and offer-
ing a superb selection for Oban’s 
tourists.’

David makes a very good point 
about the vibrancy of the street. 
Let’s hope empty businesses in 
George Street, Argyll Square 
and Tweeddale Street can also 
be restored to equally prosperous 
times.

The other businessman who 
buttonholed me last week was Iain 
Darling, who is known for running 
Wynne Butchers in Combie Street, 
within a few yards of David’s Etive 
Restaurant and Stevenson Street.

Iain was upset by comments I 
made a few weeks ago regarding 
the opening in the town of the 

new M&S foodhall on the site of 
the former Lidl store.

Back on February 1, I wrote wel-
coming the addition of the M&S 
shop to the town but also said: ‘If I 
have any concerns, it would be for 
the small, independent shops – our 
butchers, bakers and so on. They 
often operate to tight margins and 
I’d be very sorry to see any of them 
suffer.’

Iain was concerned that I had 
misrepresented his position. He 
felt aggrieved that people might 
think he was worried about the 
arrival of M&S. He put it to me 
very strenuously that his business 
was thriving and would continue 
to do so.

Fair point, although, as I told 
Iain, this is purely my opinion and 
I stand by it. I’d hate to see any of 

our brilliant independents suffer a 
downturn in business.

Let’s all continue to support the 
independents, who play a huge 
part in keeping Oban the great 
shopping destination it is.

Well done to the 
road crews
THERE was, it has to be said, a 
fair degree of traffic disruption 
over the past week or so as work 
crews toiled feverishly to address 
crumbling road surfaces through-
out Oban.

I heard a lot of people complain 
about the inconvenience caused 
by the essential – I’d say emergen-
cy – repairs being carried out.

These are, in many cases, the 
same people who have bumped 
their gums long and loud – and 
with justification – about the state 
of the roads. Indeed, I’ve been 
banging that drum myself more 
than once.

The difference is I take my hat 
off to the work crews for their 
splendid efforts to deal with the 
problem. They have worked flat 
out in some awful conditions, 
during unsocial hours and have 
done a great job. The temporary 
inconvenience has been well 
worth the end result.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@oban-
times.co.uk or The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB.

STIRLING’S MSP Bruce Crawford attended the offi-
cial launch of the Balquhidder Community Broadband 
(BCB) project at the end of last week.

BCB’s hyper-fast broadband service went live last week 
– with download speeds of up to 1Gbps.

Current super-fast speeds are defined by the European 
Union as being at least 24Mbps.

Mr Crawford said: ‘It is the hard graft of the Balquhid-
der Community Broadband group that has pulled this 
together with the first cabinet now operational.

‘I have worked with David Johnston and Richard 
Harris as they have taken this highly ambitious project 
forward over a number of years now and I am thrilled 
they have got this up and running.

‘There have been many hurdles along the way, but 
speeds of up to one gigabit per second is highly impres-
sive and will be of huge social and economic benefit to 
Balquhidder.

‘I have submitted a motion to the Scottish Parliament 
to congratulate this success and hope other areas 
around the country can learn from the experiences of 
Balquhidder Community Broadband.’

CHILDREN from Cri-
anlarich Nursery had the 
honour of unveiling a new 
play tower in the village’s 
play park.

The previous play equip-
ment was removed 15 
months ago when it failed 
health and safety checks.

Strathfillan Community 
Development Trust (SCDT) 

THIS year’s Cowal Fest Argyll Walking and Outdoor 
Festival will run from Friday October 5 to Friday Oc-
tober 12.

Set in the Cowal Peninsula, the festival caters for all 
ages and abilities with graded walks from gentle strolls 
to challenging day trails led by enthusiastic and knowl-
edgeable volunteer guides.

The walks offer the opportunity to study the area’s 
heritage as well as the stunning scenery.

Transport will be arranged for the less accessible start-
ing points. Activities will also take place in the evening.

THE ISLE of Tiree will soon have its own flag with the 
design determined by a public competition.

The island’s community council announced the news 
earlier this week, following an ‘overwhelming’ public 
vote last year.

The competition, which is open to anyone, on and off 
the island, opened on Monday April 2 and will end on 
Tuesday May 1.

A panel of judges will then choose six finalists, which 
will be brought to life by Philip Tibbetts.

The flags will be displayed at the Tiree Show on Friday 
July 20 this year, where people will have the chance to 
vote for their favourite.

Dr John Holliday, convener of the Tiree Community 
Council and retired GP, said: ‘Tiree has such a distinctive 
signature, from its rich summer carpet of white, yellow 
and purple machair flowers, corncrakes, dazzling, white 
shell sand beaches, leaping windsurfers, the unique 
outline of thatched houses and the success of its bands 
including Skipinnish, Skerryvore and Trail West: plenty 
for designers to get their teeth into.’

Ian Gillies, a member of the flag committee, said: ‘I 
feel a flag says a lot about the land – in our case island – 
and the people the flag represents. A strong identity and 
purpose is important for every community and while in 
itself a flag cannot wholly provide this, it does its part to 
bring any community together.’

All the details of the flag competition are on the 
competition website www.tireeflag.com. Entries will be 
judged by a panel including the Lord Lyon, Scotland’s 
highest flag authority, along with the committee of local 
people who have organised the competition.

THIS year’s Tiree’s Got Talent was deemed ‘another 
huge success’ and raised £601.

The competition was won by Kirsten and Skye for their 
gymnastics and dance routine. Singer Kieron finished 
in joint second alongside pianist Emily. The band, The 
Tiree Cowboys, finished in third.

THIS year’s cross country race on Tiree was a record 
breaker, with high school pupil Finn setting a course 
best.

Finn finished in a time of nine minutes, 11 seconds. 
The top primary school runner was Innes Campbell, 
who finished in 11 minutes four seconds. The fastest 
girls were primary pupil Skye in a time of 11 minutes 
38 seconds, with Emily crowned the quickest secondary 
girl.

THE FIGHT to save the Inveraray 
branch of the Royal Bank of Scotland 
(RBS) from closure moved into 
the House of Commons when MP 
Brendan O’Hara presented a petition 
to parliament.

Launched by the MP in December 
last year, the petition has gathered 
several hundred signatures.

Mr O’Hara said: ‘As I promised to 
do, I presented a petition on behalf 

of the people of Inveraray. Ten years 
ago, the people of this community, 
along with other UK taxpayers, bailed 
out RBS to the tune of £50 billon and 
now, without any consultation, they 
have decided this branch may close.

‘A stay of execution has been given, 
but the threat of closure is still real. 
The people of this town are rightly 
outraged at this decision leaving them 
with no bank and the several hundred 

petition signatures show the strength 
of feeling.

‘Thanks to everyone who signed the 
petition and to Marion Pallister and 
Donald Clark of the George Hotel, 
who have been heavily involved in the 
campaign.

‘I will continue to work with the 
community to make the case for this 
bank to remain open for business. We 
are not giving up.’

THE SUN shone recently for the Boat Jumble and Car 
Boot sale in Craignish Village Hall.

With a record number of stalls, this year was the big-
gest in the event’s 19-year history.

The hall and the car park were full of weird and won-
derful ‘boat bits’ being snapped up by bargain hunters.

Organisers Craignish Community Company (C3) 
raised more than £1,500 which, even when expenses are 
deducted, will go a long way to covering the organisa-
tion’s running costs for a year.

The event could not take place without great local 
support and C3 is grateful to everyone who helped and 
to businesses and individuals who donated raffle prizes.

Craignish

and Stirling Council helped 
buy and install the new 
apparatus. Donations for 
the play tower were made by 
SCDT, Friends of Loch Lo-
mond, Crianlarich Nursery 
parent group and customers 
at Londis Crianlarich Store.

The money raised within 
the community was matched 
by Stirling Council, which 

also arranged for it to be 
installed. Alex Tigwell of 
Crianlarich Nursery said: 
‘It is great to have the new 
equipment in place as it will 
greatly increase the scope 
of physical activity we can 
offer the children.’

Trossachs and Teith 
councillor Martin Earl said: 
‘I wish I could have been at 

the opening to thank every-
one who has worked hard to 
get these improvements in 
place.’

As well as the new tower, 
SCDT and Stirling Council 
hope to have a new ‘spinner’ 
installed in the next few 
weeks, which should appeal 
to primary school-aged 
children.

Children at Crianlarich Nursery unveiled the new play tower in the village’s play park. 

Nursery children unveil new play park tower

Members of Oban Gaelic Choir present a cheque for £250, raised at their Winter Festival concert, to Oban Hospice. Left 
to right: Dove Centre co-ordinator Peter Darling; choir member Riona MacCormick, board member David Entwhistle; 
chairwoman of the Friends of Oban Hospice Margaret MacLean; Oban Hospice Community Service co-ordinator Lucy 

Hunt; Oban Gaelic Choir treasurer Margaret Farmer and choir member Mary Catherine MacNeill. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

THE ARGYLL and Sutherland Highlanders Museum 
at Stirling Castle has launched its public appeal to secure 
its future, seeking to raise £200,000, under the patron-
age of HRH Prince William, The Earl of Strathearn.

In a message released this weekend, His Royal High-
ness asks the public to donate to the re-development 
fund to help preserve the memory of one of Scotland’s 
great Highland regiments which traditionally recruited 
from Oban and Lorn.

The appeal is named the ‘Thin Red Line Appeal’ and 
refers to the regiment’s most celebrated feat of valour 
when it defied a Russian cavalry charge at the Battle of 
Balaklava in 1854.

Volunteers throughout the regimental heartland, from 
Argyll to Kinross-shire, are already making plans and 
organising teams and sponsored events for fundraising 
activities to boost the project. Their efforts will enable 
the completion of the museum which honours the 
achievements and sacrifices of The Argylls in war and 
peace.

Based in Stirling Castle, the regiment’s spiritual home 
for more than two centuries, The Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders Museum is planning a major re-develop-
ment and reinterpretation of its collection of militaria, 
art and archives.

In his appeal letter, HRH The Earl of Strathearn 
writes: ‘The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders Muse-
um needs your help. This project has already received 
substantial donations and pledges but we still need to 
raise more. We need to ensure that future generations 
will discover for themselves what we owe to the Argylls’ 
memory. This ambitious project will ensure this great 
historical legacy will survive, engaging and educating 
the visitors of tomorrow.’

Supporters of the project include former Colour Ser-
geant Adam McKenzie, 90, who joined the regiment in 
1945 and served for 35 years, including engagements in 
Palestine, Korea and Aden. 

He said: ‘Without The Argylls’ museum the history 
will be lost as The Argylls no longer exist as a regiment 
in their own right.’

Construction work on the £4m project, supported by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, will begin in summer 2018. 
It is hoped the re-development will attract an extra 
28,000 visitors a year to the museum at Stirling Castle.

Prince William, also titled in Scotland as the Earl of 
Strathearn, met veterans of The Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders at Stirling Castle as he launched the Thin 
Red Line Appeal to help save the regiment's historic 

museum.  

Royal appeal to help 
save The Argylls’ 
museum in Stirling

Inveraray bank closure fi ght moves to London

Choir concert raises £250 for Oban Hospice
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E X Q U I S I T E  B E S P O K E  K I T C H E N S

CAIRNGORM

The stunning new  
German kitchen  
range has arrived.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness Tel: 01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin Tel: 01343 545315
18 High Street, Thurso Tel: 01847 894956

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk| www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Quality value and trust....
what every home deserves

FOR more than 100 years there 
have been sleeper trains running 
to a variety of destinations 
around the British Isles. The 
longest running services are 
those between England and 
Scotland, which started in 1873.

The Scottish sleeper services, 
now branded as the Caledonian 
Sleeper and currently operated 
by Serco, are due to have 75 new 
MK 5 carriages introduced to 
service in October 2018 that will 
create a new level of hotel-style 
service, running from London 
Euston up to Inverness and 
Aberdeen, and along the West 
Highland Line to Fort William.

A new book entitled An-
glo-Scottish Sleepers, by David 
Meara, ‘tells the fascinating 
story of these icons of Britain’s 
railways, offering a history of the 
service, including the motorail 
operation, as well as stories and 
anecdotes from those who use 
the sleepers – passengers, at-
tendants, drivers and operation-
al staff. Meara truly captures the 
essence of what is still one of the 
most civilised ways of travelling 
long distances in this country.’

In the final chapter, Meara 
quotes the Scots author and 
broadcaster Ludovic Kennedy, 
who summed up the romance of 
the Anglo-Scottish sleepers in A 
Book of Railway Journeys: ‘My 
own affection for them began 
as a small boy when travelling 
to the Scottish Highlands for 
summer holidays before the war.

‘Then, as now, the delight lay 
in the unaccustomed break with 
routine – the bustle of the termi-
nus, porters jostling for the bags; 
stocking up with literature and 
chocolate at the platform stall; 
then, settled in, the long, sweet 
wait for the whistle and the slow 
inching forward to the north. 
Dinner and a fitful sleep, and in 
the morning a bedside window 
on another world; deer on the 
hillside, wind in the heather, the 

heart of Scotland at my feet.’
A Serco spokesperson said: 

‘The introduction of new trains 
will be the culmination of a 
wide range of improvements 
and investment in Caledonian 
Sleeper since Serco took over 
the franchise on behalf of the 
Scottish Government in April 
2015. These have had a dramatic 
impact on the service and, after 
years of decline in patronage, 
the number of customer journeys 
has increased by 21 per cent.’

A host of new features has been 
included on the new trains, such 
as a hotel-style key card entry 
system, more accessible rooms, 
bespoke ‘comfort seats’ designed 
for long journeys, upgraded 
panels for phone and gadget 
charging, and wifi throughout 
the train.

New book chronicles 
travelling in pyjamas

The new trains have more comfortable seats, wi�  and charging points.

Squirrels are unkown in Morvern
I NOTED a report in The Oban 
Times of March 22, 2018, that 
Trees for Life plan to ‘help red 
squirrels return to Morvern’.

Interesting, as there are no re-
cords of squirrels having been 
in the parish before. There 
must have been a very good 
reason as they used to be found 
across Loch Sunart in nearby 
Ardnamurchan.

The only reference I have for 
squirrels in Morvern is a nega-
tive one. It appears in a letter 
dated March 4, 1889, from 
Walter Elliott, the manager 
of Ardtornish estate (1852-
1906), in reply to a well-known 
Scottish naturalist, in which he 
writes that squirrels had never 
been seen at Ardtornish, as far 
as he could learn.

Given the number of game-
keepers and stalkers in Morvern 
at the time and their knowledge 
and interest in the natural 
history world, I don’t doubt the 
veracity of his statement.

I suggest their absence was 
due, in part, to Morvern’s high 
rainfall and because the penin-
sula lies at the southern limit 
of the old Caledonian forest 
whose native Scots pine, ma-
ture oak and other trees, were 
favoured by these animals.

The Gaelic word for a squir-
rel is Feorag, and occurs in no 
fewer than five place names 
in Argyll. One of these, Innis 
nam Fheorag, is near Glenbor-
rodale in Ardnamurchan.

Further proof of their presence 
in that part of the world can be 
found in a Gaelic dictionary 
compiled in 1741 by Alexander 
MacDonald (c1695-c1770), bet-
ter known as Mac Mhaighstear 
Alasdair, the most famous of 
the 18th-century Gaelic poets 
who is buried on St Finan’s Isle 
on Loch Shiel. And again in 
his masterpiece, The Birlinn 
of Clanranald, which describes 
the epic voyage of a galley from 
South Uist to Northern Ireland.

Six men were chosen as a re-
serve in case any of the original 
crew should fail or be swept 
overboard, so that one of these 
could take his place.

One of the verses reads: ‘Let 
six rise now, quick and ready, 
handy and lively; who will go and 
come and leap up and down her, 
like a hare on the mountain top, 
dogs pursuing; who can climb 
the tight, hard shrouds of slender 
hemp, nimble as the May-time 
squirrel up a tree trunk.’

Naturalist historians are 
divided as to when squirrels 
arrived in Scotland and their 
subsequent migration to the 
Highlands. There is a reference 
to them inhabiting Sutherland 
in 1630 but little detail survives.

Duncan Ban MacIntyre, an-
other brilliant Gaelic bard who 
lived in Glenorchy, wrote a sa-
tirical poem about a tailor who 
had offended him and in which 
he speaks of squirrels as if he 
was familiar with them. His 
poem was composed between 
1760 and 1780 - long before he 
died in 1812.

If we turn to the Statistical 
Accounts of Scotland, we are 
on firmer ground. The first 

was published between 1791 
and 1799; the second came out 
between 1834 and 1845 under 
the auspices of the General 
Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland; and the third, be-
tween 1951 and 1992.

The first two are considered 
to be among the finest Euro-
pean contemporary records 
of life in Scotland during the 
agricultural and industrial 
revolutions. Parish by parish 
throughout Scotland, ministers 
provided a rich record of a wide 
variety of topics, including cli-
mate, agriculture, fishing and 
wildlife; population, schools; 
antiquities, geology, place 
names and local history.

The second and third fol-
lowed a similar pattern but this 
time the contributors included 
doctors, schoolmasters and 
local historians on the assump-
tion that they were likely to be 
meticulous and enlightened 
scholars with a good command 
of the English language which 

was thought essential in the 
more remote Highland and 
Island parishes where Gaelic 
was still in everyday use.

From these sources, we know 
indigenous squirrels started to 
disappear from Argyll between 
1839 and 1842. Either they sur-
vived in small pockets and went 
unnoticed in remote places, 
or they were brought in from 
the Lowlands as I have a note 
of them being reintroduced to 
Argyll at Minard.

They reached Inveraray 
in 1853 or 1855 and by 1865 
were seen north of the River 
Orchy. In the same year one 
was spotted at Portinnisherich 
on the east side of Loch Awe; 
and by 1879 at Glenmore, near 
Kilmelfort.

In Cowal, in 1881, they were 
confined to the east shore of 
Loch Fyne, from Ardkinglas 
to the woods of Balliemore.

In 1890, the 10th Duke of Ar-
gyll recorded: ‘Squirrels were 
unknown in my younger days. 

I have no idea how they came, 
but they have been established 
at least 20 years, and became 
so numerous as nearly to ruin 
my fine silver firs, on which 
alone, I think they are most de-
structive. I have now shot them 
down to a small number, and 
the “silvers” are already recov-
ering.’

Donald Cameron of Lochiel 
(1832-1919) believed squirrels 
to have been introduced into 
Lochaber through the Coun-
tess of Seafield, who took two 
or three pairs to Glen Urquhart 
from where they spread down 
Loch Ness to Invergarry and 
were first seen at Achnacarry 
about 1885.

Returning to the appeal by 
Trees for Life to put red squirrels 
into Morvern, call me cynical, 
but I suspect that, somewhere 
in the background, there is a 
government grant lurking.

I like squirrels and I don’t 
disapprove of grants if they 
genuinely help local people to 

get a leg-up in life. I used to be 
a director of Highland Opportu-
nities Ltd, which enabled small- 
and medium-sized enterprises to 
create and sustain employment 
in the Highlands. It was, and still 
is, a great success.

Unlike the hefty government 
grants which are handed out 
willy-nilly to some of the 
wealthiest people in the coun-
try to plant thousands of acres 
of ghastly Sitka spruce and 
eradicate rhododendrons that 
have spread from their own 
gardens, instead of oak and 
other native species.

I am not a fan of the catch-
phrase: ‘The rich get richer 
and the poor get poorer’, which 
Karl Marx called the Law of 
Increasing Poverty, but I can-
not help thinking that, when 
money is tight, every applicant 
should be means-tested.

Other eye-watering sums are 
being doled out to small com-
munity-groups who aspire to 
be Highland lairds. The latest, 

from the public purse, is the 
first dollop (£4.5 million) with 
more likely to follow, going to a 
minority group on Mull to buy 
the island of Ulva purely for 
political reasons. When public 
services and the NHS are in 
meltdown, this is hardly the 
time for such largesse.

As much as I would prefer to 
meet a squirrel in Morvern’s 
White Glen than a lynx or a 
wolf, I cannot see them surviv-
ing. If they don’t perish in the 
rain and snow, pine martens 
and wild cats – a species 
already receiving financial as-
sistance from Holyrood – will 
soon make short work of them.

If Trees for Life is serious 
about the future of woodlands 
in the Highlands, it must start 
lobbying the Scottish Govern-
ment to take all grants away 
from quick growing timber in 
favour of hard woods.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

MORVERN LINES
IAIN THORNBER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Historic accounts suggest no red squirrels at Achnacarry, top, 
until about 1885, in part because of Sitka spruce plantings.
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Days gone by – 1953

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint
OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Looking closely at this photograph, you may think Oban’s parish minister, the Rev Dugald Cameron, has travelled back 
in time. However, the taller man in the back row is his father, also Dugald Cameron. And this is Clydebank Gaelic Choir 

taken in Oban in, possibly, 1953

Social media

The news that many of the contents of the recently 
abandoned Oban High School are to be re-used is 

very welcome.
As we report this week on page four, many hundreds of 

tables and chairs, as well as textbooks, are to be sent to 
the hard-pressed African country of Somalia, courtesy 
of a charity called ZOOT.

Somalia, it is fair to say, has not had its troubles to 
seek. It has been blighted by a civil war, principally in 
the south of the country, since 1991, with reports esti-
mating that some 500,000 people have been killed in 

the years since. It is also a country where education is 
sporadic, with only 30 per cent of its children in school 
regularly, and only a minority of them are girls.

However, it is not only Somalia which is to benefit 
from Oban having a new, state-of-the-art high school, 
complete with all new equipment.

Other primary schools in Argyll, community groups 
and village halls have been able to avail themselves of 
the unwanted equipment left in the now disused school.

This is a fantastic initiative and all those involved 
deserve commendation.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

WITH the passing of Easter weekend, 
Lent is over for another year and all 
those abstaining from chocolate, alco-
hol, coffee, sweets, tweets, fizzy drinks 
and Facebook will have spent the past 
few days gorging themselves into an 
alcohol, sugar and caffeine-fuelled 
frenzy of social networking and Easter 
egg-eating.

Normally I would launch into a 
ponderous essay about the benefits 
of sacrifice, delayed gratification and 
self-control, but I promised in the last 
issue to go for a more practical theme 
for this week.

With that in mind, I’m going to 
surprise you all with a recipe for a dish 
that can be enjoyed as part of a vegan 
diet, which has become a popular 
trend during Lent in recent years.

I did not follow a vegan diet for Lent 
but my other half, who is a nutritionist 
and likes to carry out food experiments 
on herself, did. For such a carnivorous 
animal, 40 days and nights without 
meat or any animal-derived products 

was quite a challenge, but it was a 
great catalyst for finding and creating 
new dishes such as the following.

Vegan Dream, as we christened it, is 
now part of our regular diet and will 
continue to be so long after the Easter 
bunnies are finished hopping for the 
year. 

One of the main attributes of this 
dish is that it is so quick and easy to 
prepare while apparently being very 
healthy. We first came across it while 
in Spain in February and then, for the 
duration of Lent, ate it nearly every 
day for breakfast.

Ingredients (serves two)
One avocado, three tomatoes, two 

slices of bread (preferably wholemeal 
sourdough) some olive oil and a pinch 
of salt and pepper.

Method.
1. Grate the tomatoes coarsely into a 

bowl and stir in a teaspoon of olive oil.
2. Cut the avocado in two, remove 

the stone, scoop the flesh, intact from 
the skin and chop each half into ap-
prox 5mm slices.

3. Toast the bread.
4. Drizzle olive oil on the toast.

5. Spoon the tomato mix onto the 
toast.

6. Place the sliced avocado on top of 
the tomato.

7. Sprinkle a pinch of salt and pepper 
over the top.

8. Eat.
An optional addition is rubbing half 

a clove of raw garlic on the toast before 
adding the olive oil.

So there you have it, the first of 
MacPhail’s recipes.

I abstained from alcohol for Lent 
this year and it must be a reflection of 
getting old and sensible that I hardly 
noticed – though I admit to having 
made three very small exceptions of 
one dram to mark a sad farewell, one 
dram to celebrate a happy welcome 
and half a glass of Guinness on St 
Patrick’s Day.

These modern-day minor attempts 
to prove to ourselves that we have an 
element of self-control do not com-
pare to 40 days’ and 40 nights’ fasting 
alone in the desert being tempted by 
the devil, but they can make for some 
interesting new additions to the staple 
diet.

No expansion of Loch 
Etive � sh farms
I refer to your report (The Oban Times, 
March 22) ‘Fly-tippers dump waste 
on shores of Loch Etive’ and also in 
the same edition on the appointment 
of Alison Hutchins as Dawnfresh’s 
director, for which I would like to 
congratulate her.

However, while all efforts to clear 
up the shoreline of Loch Etive are 
extremely welcome, and supported 
by Friends of Loch Etive, it would be 
incomplete not to note that the stor-
age by Dawnfresh of unused fish farm 
cages and other fish farm equipment 
on the shoreline continues at Inverawe 
despite an enforcement notice served 
by Argyll and Bute Council requiring 
an end to the practice.

This matter has been pursued by the 
council for some months.

An appeal was made by Dawnfresh 
to the Scottish Government, over the 
heads of Argyll and Bute Council, but 
Dawnfresh lost that appeal and its 
arguments were rejected by the Re-
porter for the Scottish Government.

Since then, the continued failure 
of Dawnfresh to remove its unused 
fish farming equipment scattered on 
the shoreline at Inverawe should be 
of concern to everyone in the Etive 
community.

I also note that Ms Hutchins reports 
there were no problems with sea lice 
in Loch Etive ‘just now’. 

In 2012, Dawnfresh stated that none 
of its sites had ever required a sea 
lice treatment, but since the massive 
expansion and intensification of op-
erations on Loch Etive, as SEPA data 
shows, Dawnfresh has had to treat its 
fish for sea lice regularly with a range 
of chemical treatments, including 
organophosphate and synthetic pyre-
throid agents.

Readers of The Oban Times will also 
recall that the wild salmon run on the 
River Awe last year was the worst on 
record, and followed several years 
during which Dawnfresh struggled 
to keep sea lice under control on its 
Loch Etive farms at the time that ju-
venile wild salmon smolts would have 
first been leaving the River Awe to go 
to sea for the first time.

Those smolts would have had to run 
the gauntlet of a massively raised sea 
lice population in Loch Etive, many 
orders of magnitude higher than any 
natural background level of sea lice.

Fisheries scientists are clear that 
smolts, heavily infected with sea lice, 
simply do not survive and do not 
return as adult fish.

It is also worth noting that, unlike 
the salmon farmers, who have pub-
lished aggregated sea lice data for 
their farms since 2013, and who now 
have committed to publish by the end 
of April of this year full real-time 
farm-specific sea lice data, as well as 
all historic sea lice data, Dawnfresh 
does not publish its sea lice data, nor 
has made the same commitment to 
publish its historic data as the salmon 
farmers.

On top of this, Dawnfresh has also 
suffered two large escapes of fish 
from its farms since last August, 
from the new farm at Sailean Ruadh 
(Etive 6) and most recently of more 
than 5,000 rainbow trout from its 

farm on Loch Awe at Braevallich. It is 
clear that Loch Awe and Loch Etive 
are suffering the effects of Dawnfresh 
fish-farming.

There can and should be no further 
expansion on either loch and current 
operations must be brought under 
stronger regulation, as the Scottish  
Parliament’s Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform Committee 
has just indicated in its recent report 
into fish farming.

Keith Macmillan,
Trustee, Friends of Loch Etive.

GP contract will 
provide better service
I am writing in response to your 
rather alarmist article on the new GP 
contract (‘Warning Argyll could lose 
GPs in new contract’, The Oban Times, 
March 22), which contains some 
misunderstandings about the new ar-
rangements and could cause patients 
unnecessary concern.

The new GP contract for Scotland is 
a historic step towards ensuring a sus-
tainable future for general practice. 
The agreement to implement the new 
contract was a landmark decision for 
general practice in Scotland that will 
help to restore hope to the profession 
and encourage more doctors to choose 
careers as GPs.

The contract, which received strong 
support from the profession in a poll 
this year, was widely consulted on 
through a variety of methods, includ-
ing roadshows (in 2015, 2016 and 
2017), online Q&A sessions, webcasts 
and email communications.

It aims to reduce workload pressures 
and re-establish general practice as 
an attractive career choice, improving 
GP recruitment and retention. It also 
provides for an expanded multi-disci-
plinary team to work with GP prac-
tices where appropriate to provide 
direct access to services for patients, 
allowing GPs to concentrate on being 
expert medical generalists.

However, we recognise that all 
practices are not the same and that 
is why the new contract retains GP 
autonomy so practices can continue to 
deliver the services their communities 
need. The Remote and Rural Short 
Life Working Group is being set up 
to make recommendations on how the 
contract can best be implemented in 
remote and rural areas.

The public should be reassured that 
this will not have a negative impact on 
the care they receive from their GP 
practice, with practices continuing to 
employ practice teams as is currently 
the case. In reality, there will be little 
visible difference for patients; they will 
still have access to medical advice and 
services in their local practice, as and 
when required.

The additional funding attached to 
this contract is a significant investment 
and demonstrates the value placed 
on the role of general practice in the 
NHS in Scotland. The new contract 
offers income stability and reduced 
business risk to individuals.

It is important to stress no practice 
will lose funding as a result of this 
contract, as it has been designed to 
protect the funding of every practice 
in Scotland, while addressing the 

relative underfunding of practice 
workloads associated with elderly and 
deprived populations. It is also impor-
tant to note this income guarantee is 
not time limited.

I believe this contract offers some-
thing to GP practices in every part 
of Scotland and will help to deliver 
a first-class primary care service for 
patients, ensuring a sustainable future 
for general practice in Scotland.

Dr Alan McDevitt,
Chairman, 
BMA’s Scottish GP Committee.

Sea eagles are killing 
sheep on our hillsides
Tom Cullen’s warning of the conse-
quences of reintroducing predators 
(Letters, The Oban Times, February 
22) is the most sensible suggestion I 
have heard in the sea eagles debate.

As a Norwegian sheep farmer told us 
at a farmers’ meeting, they lose 16 per 
cent of their flocks each year to sea 
eagles and lynx.

There are now 150 breeding pairs 
on the west coast of Scotland and they 
are now killing our adult breeding hill 
ewes and hoggets. They have stripped 
the hills and moors of wildlife.

The SSPCA and well-meaning but 
ignorant wildlife charities are march-
ing through the streets of Edinburgh 
trying to save foxes, who also kill 
lambs.

Name and address supplied.

Deposit scheme will 
address littering
I have been very interested to read re-
cent letters about the problem of litter 
in our beautiful area, and delighted to 
see the coverage of clean-ups featured 
in The Oban Times. It is wonderful to 
see concerned people fighting back at 
the scourge of litter, and I hope some 
may have the time and inclination to 
carry on picking it up throughout the 
year.

It would be wonderful if the com-
munity councils, or concerned locals, 
living along the A82 could consider 
‘adopting a lay-by to keep it free of 
litter, as some of them, in some of the 
most scenic areas, are in a dreadful 
state. (This is not meant as criticism 
of those residents, but it definitely is of 
the people who drop the litter.)

Last Hogmanay, one of these lay-bys 
was full of litter, just as all the tour 
buses and tourists were flooding in for 
the celebrations. What sort of impres-
sion does this give to visitors?

I have taken to travelling with a roll 
of bin bags and a litter-picker, but don’t 
travel the A82 frequently enough to 
make a real difference.

It is good news that a deposit (or, in 
my opinion, a pre-loaded fine for lit-
tering) is being introduced elsewhere, 
on the bottles and cans that are cast on 
every road in the country. 

I hope the scheme is introduced in 
Scotland soon and, while my expe-
rience in other countries that have 
this scheme showed that it didn’t cure 
littering, it certainly makes it doubly 
worthwhile for those who pick it up.

Name and address supplied.

A picture of a rat clinging to a 
clothesline in a Soroba garden  as it 
tried to get to a bird feeder prompt-
ed a response on Facebook.
John Muir: ‘This three-weekly uplift 
does concern folks putting waste food 
in bins...bag it and bin it...chucking 
waste food unbagged into green 
bins does cause rats and most of all 
MAGGOTS!!! Don’t moan...get together 
and help with the problem as young 
kids could get serious infections...so 
come on people of bonnie Oban...bag 
the waste foods and bin it...keep your 
community tidy and SAFE.’
Peggy Baker: ‘Putting food out for the 
birds encourages rats – birds can � nd 
their own food.’
James Strang: ‘Disgusting brought on 
by our lazy councillors and the silly way 
they set up bin collections.’

Samantha Leiper: ‘Sorry but not 
surprised – when I was up in the last 
couple of weeks the bins were severely 
over-� owing, all bins were full and 
people had chucked their rubbish next 
to the bins...granted not all people can 
take their rubbish to the dump or a� ord 
to pay someone to do a dump run...it’s 
a disgrace especially with amount of 
kids that stay up there.’
John Murphy: ‘There will always be 
rats, we live in the countryside.’

The installation of new crash barri-
ers on the A85 between Oban and 
Dunbeg has been the subject of 
comment.
Varinia Thompson: ‘So, new barrier, 
what about the potholes?’
Muir Templeton: ‘Yes to the houses 
but when that road meets the Oban 

main road what happens? You need a 
bypass as when all the 750 houses are 
� nished it will be grid lock. I sussed this 
out. Your planners have not got a clue 
– it’s a bottle neck when you hit Oban 
and all the tra�  c. Will be big stand stills 
specially when the tourists come. Hey 
I work on big road projects all over 
UK and the � rst thing they do is make 
main roads wider, bypass put in to stop 
congestion. ‘
Duncan Campbell: ‘Should  have been 
a 40mph limit all the way out to Connel, 
wouldn’t have needed the barriers.’
Duncan Ferguson: ‘Are they nuts?i 
came through at 3 from Dunbeg side 
and there were � ve cars behind me yet 
the tra�  c Oban side was backed into 
town! Sort it out! No wonder people 
are jumping lights!’
Neil Mcgurk: ‘Nice looking barrier.’

THA MI A’ SGRÌOBHADH SEO 
air latha ceann-bliadhna shònraichte 
dhomh fhìn, agus tha mi ga sgrìob-
hadh nas tràithe nan àbhaist air sgàth 
‘s gum bheil sinn a’ falbh dhan Eilean 
Sgitheanach airson beagan làithean.

Mar a thachair, tha ar ceann-bli-
adhna pòsaidh agus ceann-bliadhna 
ogha dhuinn ann beagan làithean ron 
cheann-bliadhna agam fhìn agus tha 
mo cheann na bhrochan eadar gach 
cuirm is ùpraid a th’ air a bhith dol fad 
na seachdaine.

Tuigidh sibh gur e làithean toilichte 
a tha seo dhuinne mar theaghlach. 
Ach ged a bha an t-seachdain seo 
cudromach, chan urrainn dhomh gun 
a bhith a’ beachdachadh air an naoid-
heamh latha fichead den Mhàrt an-
ath- bhliadhna agus sgaradh oifigeil 
Bhreatann bhon Aonadh Eòrpaich. 
Ged a tha luchd-poilitigs air a bhith a’ 
bleith an cuid theangannan mun seo 
fad ùine mhòr agus na meadhanan 
naidheachd a’ togail an cuid cheiste-
an is bheachdan fhèin air cùisean, 
saoilidh mi gum bheil mòr-shluagh na 

dùthcha gu math mì-shoilleir fhathast 
mun bhuaidh a bhios aig Brexit air ar 
beatha làitheil.

Agus tha ceann-latha an dealachaidh 
a’ teannadh oirnn glè luath! Gun 
teagamh tha an gluasad seo dol a 
chiallachadh barrachd dha cuid de 
ghnìomhachasan na dùthcha seach 
feadhainn eile ach saoilidh mi gun toir 
lùghdachadh sam bith air teachd-a- 
steach na rìoghachd buaidh, agus gu 
h-àraidh aig àm far am bheil ionmhas 
poblach agus maoin leasachaidh air a 
bhith cho gann fad bhliadhnaichean.

Chan eil e gu diofar cò an taobh 
a sheallas tu feadh nan sgìrean as 
iomallaiche den dùthaich chithear 
rathaidean is goireasan de gach seòr-
sa nach biodh idir ann às aonais taic 
ionmhais Eòrpach. Cha b ‘iongnadh 
mar sin ged a bhiodh iomagain mhòr 
feadh nan coimhearsnachdan sin gu 
sònraichte a thaobh na tha an dàn nu-
air a sguireas na sruthan ionmhais sin. 
Fhad ‘s a tha gnìomhachas an iasgaich 
air seachd fadachdan fichead a

ghabhail a’ feitheamh ri leithid 
seo de sgaradh gus smachd às ùr 
fhaotainn air a chuid làraich iasgaich 
tha ceist air leithid gnìomhachas an 
àiteachais ach am bi an Riaghaltas air 

chomas, neo fiù ‘s deònach, na h-aon 
ìrean taice a chumail ris-san?

Le dealbh car mì-shoilleir agus 
beagan dubhach a’ tighinn thugam 
mu Bhrexit nach math gum bheil 
naidheachdan eile ann a tha toirt togail 
dhomh. Sgoil Ghàidhlig ùr Phort Rìgh 
deiseil mu dheireadh thall agus gu bhith 
a’ fosgladh an dèidh na Càisge.

Gach soirbheachadh leatha agus 
mo bheannachd aig an fheadhainn a 
rinn strì cho treun ga buinnig. Agus 
le Plana Nàiseanta Gàidhlig ùr ga 
fhoillseachadh feumaidh sinn a bhith 
misneachail air adhartas leasachaidh 
dhan chànan thar na còig bliadhna 
romhainn.

BRITAIN will officially leave the 
EU on my birthday in 2019, and I’m 
not sure that it will be a present that 
I welcome.

I do warmly welcome news that 
Portree’s new Gaelic-medium school 
will open after the Easter break, and 
best wishes to staff and pupils. Best 
wishes also for the realisation of the as-
pirations of the 2018-23 National Gaelic 
Language Plan published last week.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.
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This year our residents have the opportunity to decide how the £28,893 Supporting Communities Fund is 
allocated to support community projects in Oban, Lorn and the Isles.

If you live in Oban, Lorn and the Isles and are at least 16 years old you can vote, even if you’re not registered 
to vote in electoral elections.

Vote online – visit abpb.argyll-bute.gov.uk to select the projects you would like to see funded.

We will be visiting communities across the area and o�ering support with voting.

For more information contact communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk or contact us on the 
number below.

Closing date 30th April 2018.

Participatory Budgeting Pilot Project by Argyll and Bute Council in conjunction 
with The Scottish Government.

03
IDENTITY
Master logo

MASTER LOGO
This is the main Scottish Government logo 
for printed or offline materials. 

Dual language linear gov.scot

COMMUNITY CHOICES LOGO SIZING BRAND GUIDELINES  05

Consideration has been given to sizing 
our logo, to ensure legibility at all sizes. 
If space is limited please use the master 
logo with no strapline.

LOGO SIZING

MINIMUM WIDTH ON A4: 60MM

MINIMUM WIDTH ON A5: 30MM
NB, AT THIS SIZE PLEASE USE THE 
MASTER LOGO NO STRAPLINE VERSION

MINIMUM WIDTH ON A6: 25MM
NB, AT THIS SIZE PLEASE USE THE 
MASTER LOGO NO STRAPLINE VERSION

MINIMUM SIZE: 25MM
NB, AT THIS SIZE PLEASE USE THE 
MASTER LOGO NO STRAPLINE VERSION

COMMUNITY 
CHOICES

COMMUNITY 
CHOICES
Your ideas, your budget, your decision

SCOTLAND

COMMUNITY 
CHOICES

COMMUNITY 
CHOICES

Need assistance to vote online?  Telephone 01369 708669 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) for support.

To find out more, have your say and vote online visit 
ABPB.ARGYLL-BUTE.GOV.UK

Vote to fund community projects across  
Oban, Lorn and the Isles

Argyll and Bute Council Supporting Communities Fund Have your say on the 
Supporting Communities Fund
People in Oban, Lorn and the Isles are being given the chance to have their say on how the Supporting 
Communities Fund is spent in their area.

Earlier this year, local groups and organisations posted their project ideas on a website created 
specifically for the fund, of how they could use potential funding of up to £2,500 per project idea to 
benefit the local community.

Now residents are being given the chance to vote for which projects they would like to see funded.

There are four funds available –with £28,893 available for Oban, Lorn and the Isles– and people can vote 
for as many projects as they like, up to the total value of funding available in their area.

The Council’s Policy Lead for Communities, Councillor Robin Currie said: “This is a unique opportunity for 
people to vote for projects that could make a huge difference to communities across Argyll and Bute.

“It’s a chance for residents to stand up and have a say on what the Supporting Communities Fund will be 
spent on in their area and I would urge them not to miss out on this opportunity.”

The voting website went live on Tuesday 3rd April. You can vote online by visiting 
www.abpb.argyll-bute.gov.uk. If you would like support to vote, you can attend one of our drop-in 
sessions at the following locations:

9th April  2pm – 4pm Lismore Village Hall
10th April  12pm – 1pm HOPE Kitchen, Oban
11th April  2pm – 4pm Seil Island Hall
16th April  1pm – 3pm Columba Centre, Fionnphort, Mull 
18th April  10am – 12pm Tiree Community Trust Office, Isle of Tiree
19th April  2pm – 4pm An Cridhe, Isle of Coll
25th April  11am – 1pm Customer Service Point, Tobermory, Mull
25th April  1.30pm – 2pm An Tobar, Tobermory, Isle of Mull
27th April  12pm – 4pm Lorn House, Oban
17th April  3.30pm – 5pm Strath of Appin Primary School, Appin
24th April  3.30pm – 5pm Dalmally Primary School, Dalmally
24th April  7pm – 8.30pm Bridge of Orchy Village Hall, Bridge of Orchy
26th April  3.45pm – 5pm Kilninver Primary School, Kilninver

This is not an exhaustive list.  To find out if there is, or can be, an event near you, or for more information 
about the project contact communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk or telephone 01369 
708669.

Day in the life of 
Telecare outreach 
worker Donna

The Oban Times is running a series of 
articles championing the work carried out 
by Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) in the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles locality.

Each article features a specifi c service 
provided by the HSCP and focuses on the 
staff who provide that service and the role 
they play in making a positive difference for 
the people living in Oban and surrounding 
areas.

This week we look at the work of the 
Telecare outreach worker Donna McLean.

DONNA is one of Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership’s 
Telecare Outreach workers based at Lorn 
and Islands hospital. She has 13 years’ 
experience in Telecare.

Donna deals with a broad range of 
Technology Enabled Care (TEC) remote 

monitoring equipment, which  includes 
sensors and alarms to enable people to 
continue living independently in their 
own homes while minimising risks to 
their health and wellbeing. This includes 
coordinating the installation and testing 
of remote monitoring TEC equipment 
with support from partner services.

On a daily basis, she manages more 
than 300 service users. Each morning 
her priority is following up alerts from 
the out-of-hours call centre and ensuring 
relevant action has been taken to make 
sure service users’ needs and safety is not 
being compromised.

She works very closely with a wide 
range of HSCP staff and other agencies 
processing external, internal and self 
referrals for the service. Donna is directly 
responsible for clients’ assessments for 
people living in Oban, Lorn, the Isles and 
North Mid Argyll.

Donna said: ‘There are many different 
types of Telecare sensors and alarms. 
They have different functions and 
they work together to provide support 
and protection. The starting point is a 
telephone line, usually a landline, and a 
power supply. 

‘A growing number of TEC services 
operate on mobile phones too.

‘There is also a perception that tele-
care is for older people when this is not 
the case at all. Technology Enabled 
Care packages are really for anybody who 
feels vulnerable and can benefit from the 
unobtrusive equipment. Some of the 
service’s users include domestic violence 
cases, young people leaving care, people 
at risk of falls and people diagnosed with 
long-term conditions.

‘Technology Enabled Care devices and 
sensors give carers peace of mind if an 
older person, disabled person or some-
one living with a long-term condition is 
at risk in their own environment. They 
know that their loved ones can summon 
help in an emergency when left alone at 
home.

‘The service gives the cared for and 
carers much more confidence. It’s  reas-
suring for them to know that at the touch 
of a button friends, family or emergency 
services can be alerted 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

‘I get a great deal of job satisfaction 
knowing that people can live inde-
pendently and safer when TEC equip-
ment has been installed in their homes. It 
is particularly overwhelming when I hear 
of clients’ or patients’ lives been saved by 
TEC devices and sensors.

‘I also have a particular interest in 
people living with dementia and the wide 
range of assisted living TEC equipment 
available from GPS, smoke detectors, 
personal alarms, chair and bed sensors to 
keep them safer in and around their own 
homes.

‘With the equipment available it makes 
a really big difference to keeping people 
safer for as long as possible in their own 
homes.’

Donna has a considerable amount of 
administrative duties, which include 
making sure client records are accurate. 
She also has responsibility for several 
databases that provide alerts on client 
assessments, equipment testing, stock 
monitoring and installations. Having 
specifically designed software makes 
it possible for the service to run smoothly.

Donna loves working and living in 
Oban because it is such a close-knit com-
munity and the people are really special 
to her. She enjoys the inspiring scenery, 
great places to eat, festivals, shows, cul-
ture and local community events.

I get a great deal 
of satisfaction 
knowing 
people can live 
independently”

Donna McLean

Marine ecologist awarded 
professorship from UHI

Prof Elizabeth Cottier-Cook is a global authority on the impacts of invasive non-native species on the 
marine environment.

A MARINE ecologist who 
has earned a global reputation 
through her work at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) UHI at Dunstaffnage 
has been awarded a professor-
ship from the University of the 
Highlands and Islands.

Prof Elizabeth Cottier-Cook 
is a global authority on the 
impacts of invasive non-native 
species on the marine environ-
ment and the development of 
novel biosecurity techniques to 
minimise their introduction.

She has collaborated with col-
leagues in China, Canada, Chile, 
New Zealand, USA, numerous 
countries in the Mediterranean 
and most recently the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Tanzania.

She also heads up the £6 mil-
lion RCUK-funded GlobalSea-
weed STAR project (www.
globalseaweed.org), which seeks 
to improve the sustainability of 
the global seaweed cultivation 
industry.

Working part-time, Prof Cotti-
er-Cook also runs a prestigious 
international aquaculture Mas-
ters (ACES; www.emm-aces.
org), which has attracted 45 
students from 24 different coun-
tries to SAMS UHI since 2015.

The mother of two, who is 
married to fellow SAMS UHI 
scientist Dr Finlo Cottier, said: 
‘It is a great honour to have been 

awarded a professorship from 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands, a university that 
has been growing in stature year 
on year, and I am proud to play 
a part in that development.

‘SAMS UHI has been very sup-
portive of me in my career and 
has allowed me to pursue topics 
I am passionate about, both in 
terms of the academic research 
and teaching.’

Prof Cottier-Cook’s associ-
ation with SAMS UHI began 
during her PhD studies in inver-
tebrate aquaculture. Although 
attached to Napier University, 
Edinburgh, she was based at 
SAMS UHI during her studies.

She joined SAMS UHI at 
post-doctorate level in 2001 
and in 2006 became a lecturer 
in marine biology. In 2014, 
Prof Cottier-Cook was pro-
moted to senior lecturer and 
became head of the SAMS UHI 
– United Nations University 
Associate Institute.

University of the Highlands 
and Islands principal and 
vice-chancellor Professor Clive 
Mulholland said: ‘The title of 
professor is the highest level of 
academic achievement which 
can be awarded. It is reserved 
for individuals who are recog-
nised as leaders in their field 
and have demonstrated excel-
lence in their work.

‘Professor Cottier-Cook is a 
deserving recipient of this title. 
She has forged links across the 
world and made an important 
contribution to our understand-
ing of the effects of non-native 
species on the marine environ-
ment.’

SAMS UHI director Professor 
Nicholas Owens said: ‘Profess-
sor Cottier-Cook is an excellent 
researcher and lecturer, but I 
also regard her as a superb role 
model for our young female 
students and researchers.

‘Working part-time, she has 
forged and maintained a global 
reputation as a leader in her 
field of study and has proven 
that through hard work and a 
passion for your subject, you can 
reach your academic goals.’

Prof Cottier-Cook is currently 
a member of the Scottish Gov-
ernment Working Group on 
Non Native Species, which pro-
duced the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment (Scotland) Act 
2011, the Scottish Government 
Working Group on Marine Non 
Native Species, ICES Working 
Group on introductions and 
transfers of marine organisms 
(WGITMO), University of the 
Highlands and Islands Athena 
Swann Working Group mem-
ber, UNESCO Expert Network 
and a Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy.

Safety message in Western Isles
NSPCC Scotland’s Schools Ser-
vice has continued its attempt to 
take its safety messages to every 
child in Scotland by travelling to 
schools on the Western Isles.

The leading children’s charity’s 
schools service last week visited 
10 schools, including Stornoway 
Primary and Laxdale School, 

to deliver the ‘Speak Out. Stay 
Safe’ programme.

The other schools visited were 
Tong School, Sgoil an Rubha, 
Sgoil nan Loch, Back School, 
Tolsta School, Sgoil an Taobh 
Siar, Sgoil na Pairc and Lionel 
School.

The leading children’s charity 

uses age-appropriate informa-
tion and advice to teach young 
people how to recognise the 
signs of abuse and how to stay 
safe from it.

Classes from P1-P7 learned 
about the importance of speak-
ing out about their worries 
during special assemblies. 
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Anyone planning to 
spend a night or more 
in this hidden gem 
will find an excellent 
choice of accommo-
dation. 

Carradales offers lux-
ury first class quality 
with character

A five star chef 
who has created 
culinary delight for 
some of London’s top 
boardrooms is the 
menu maestro behind 
Kintyre’s latest hospi-

tality sensation.
Steve Reed includes 

brewers Whitbread 
and the Harrods’ 
owners on his cooking 
curriculum vitae.

Carradales offers 
intimate accommo-
dation of four double, 
all en suite, luxury 
bedrooms, two with 
free standing baths, 
named after some of 
the regions’ most fa-
mous castles: Skipness, 
Tarbert, Dunaverty 

and Saddell.
All bathrooms 

include under-floor 
heating and infra-red 
non-mist mirrors.

The Victorian for-
mer manse, built in 
1880, has been styled 
with exclusive mate-
rials from designers 
including William 
Morris, Designers 
Guild and Savile Row 
and can be previewed 
at: www.carradales.
com

www.carradale cottages.com

Family coming down?
Need some extra room

Our exceptional wee cottages for 2 or 4 people are 
available any days of the week (minimum 3 nights)

JUST THE JOB !
01583 431 683

Carradale PA28 6QG
Tel 01583 431119 M 07968 477563

www.carradales.com

Carradales dining room

NESTLED in the stunning countryside, in a hidden 
and beautiful part of Scotland, lies the small and pic-
turesque historic � shing village of Carradale. 

Boasting stunning views across the Sound of Kil-
brannan, the location does not disappoint and the 
tranquil Carradale Bay is an ideal spot for walking and 
paddling in shallow waters. 

For those who love the great outdoors, look no fur-
ther to � nd an abundance of designated walks where 
you can enjoy the beauty at your feet along with the 
stunning views and array of wildlife. 

Anglers will love Carradale River and during the 
season are welcome to enjoy catching salmon or trout. 

Carradales Carradale Cottages
Colin’s Cottage and Douglas Cottage are our two 
quite unique and much loved ‘studio’ cottages. 
Each has a large bed/ sitting room with integral 
kitchen and in the style of Scottish bothies has a 
snug ‘box bed’arrangement tucked into its own 
little recess.

Mhairi’s Cottage is a fine traditional cottage. 
There is one double bedroom, and one with (very 
substantial) bunk beds. The homely living room 
has a wood-burning stove, big comfy chairs, and 
loads of books and information so that you can 
plan your days. Being tucked at the back of the 
complex it is perfect for children, and pets,

Ashbank Hotel
In close proximity and within walking distance 
of the bay lies The Ashbank Hotel, where John 
and Sharon are well-known for their warm and 
friendly welcome. Guests make return stays reg-
ularly, saying that they feel like they are catching 
up with old friends. The Ashbank’s cosy and 
intimate rooms boast a relaxing, comfortable 
atmosphere with wonderful views, making stays 
an absolute pleasure. With a focus on using local 
produce, meals are fresh and tasty and all are 
encouraged to take time to relax, chat and enjoy, 
whether that’s over breakfast, dinner or a wee 
dram!

Carradale Cottages

Co-owner Steve outside Carradales

Piper the Labrador and owner James Shuttleworth of West Coast Railways waved o�  the � rst 
Jacobite steam train service of the season at Fort William station on Friday.

Full steam ahead for The Jacobite

Stagecoach to pull out of 
Lochaber at end of June
MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

MARINE Harvest has submit-
ted an application to Highland 
Council to increase production at 
its ‘open sea’ salmon farm off the 
Isle of Muck.

The farm was opened in 2014 as 
part of an £80 million expansion 
which has seen the creation of 
larger open sea sites and six 
full-time permanent jobs on the 
island, as well as new houses to 
accommodate staff.

Now the company hopes to 
increase production at the farm 
and, in the process, employ three 
more people.

Steve Bracken, Marine Har-
vest’s business support manager, 
explained: ‘The opening of the 
fish farm off Muck in 2014 gave a 
real boost to the island in terms of 
both jobs and houses. We opened 
the fish farm after an extensive 
consultation process which clearly 
showed support for our plans.’

The changes to the farm would 
involve moving the equipment 
nearer to the shore and extending 
the moorings boundary 75m to the 
north-west. Two new farm pens 
would be added, with the same 
design as the existing equipment. 
This would allow for an increase 
in production from 2,500 to 3,500 
tonnes.

The plans have been welcomed 
by landowner Colin McEwen, son 
of laird Lawrence McEwen, who 
said: ‘Having the fish farm here 
has been of great benefit to the is-
land community. And it’s not just 
about the jobs at the fish farm. 
It’s also meant improvements to 
the jetty, which provides a better 
experience for visitors.’

Plan to 
expand 
salmon 
farm

USING unreliable buses coupled 
with complaints from passengers 
is the sorry story of Stagecoach’s 
services in Lochaber, according 
to the area’s senior councillor.

The blistering condemnation 
from Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
chairman of Highland Council’s 
Lochaber Area Committee, 
came just hours after news broke 
of what many suspected would 
be the final outcome of the com-
pany’s review of its local services 
with the decision to close its Fort 
William depot.

Stagecoach will operate its final 
Lochaber area services from Fort 
William on June 30. However, 
Scottish Citylink services will be 
unaffected by the closure.

Stagecoach, which runs eight 
vehicles and employs 16 staff in 
Fort William, says it made the 
decision following a consultation 
with employees and trade union 
representatives.

The bus operator said it had con-
sidered a range of ways to sustain 
its Fort William operation, in-

cluding discussing with Highland 
Council the option to run part 
of the current tendered network 
between Corpach, Caol and Fort 
William on a commercial basis, 
but that the local authority had 
chosen not to pursue this.

‘Given the budgetary pressures 
on the council, the decision to 
retain a supported service when 
a commercial service was being 
offered is both surprising and 
disappointing,’ said a company 
statement this week.

But a furious Mr Baxter 
slammed this as nothing more 
than an attempt by Stagecoach  
to ‘spin’ the blame for the closure 
away from itself.

‘We all know the underlying 
cause is they lost several council 
contracts last year in a fair and 
transparent tendering process,’ 
said Mr Baxter.

‘Since then the new operator, 
Shiel Buses, has demonstrated it 
can operate a better value service, 
that residents support, while 
investing in its fleet.

‘Stagecoach’s response has been 
to use hand-me-down buses from 
elsewhere that are extremely 

unreliable, while ignoring the 
complaints from passengers. 
More recently, it has effectively 
tried to hold a gun to the council’s 
head, demanding changes to 
the Corpach-Caol-Fort William 
service that would have led to a 
diminished service.

‘They expected councillors to 
blink and we didn’t. I guess they 
thought as a private company, re-
ceiving huge public subsidies and 
operating a monopoly in many 
areas, they could continue calling 
all the shots.’

Mr Baxter says he is particularly 
worried the loss of commercial ser-
vices will leave residents in South 
Lochaber cut-off and stranded.

‘For many, it’s a lifeline service. 
That’s why the council’s public 
transport officers are in talks with 
alternative providers. They’ve 
reassured us passengers won’t be 
left with no service.’

Fellow Lochaber councillor, 
Allan Henderson, chairman 
of the council’s environment, 
development and infrastructure 
committee, was also dismissive 
of Stagecoach’s proposals over 
the  Corpach-Caol-Fort William 
service.

‘To come at this late stage 
looking for us to alter a contract 
already legally given out to a com-
petitor was never a deal we could 
consider,’ he said.

Mark Whitelocks, managing 
director for Stagecoach North 
Scotland, said the closure of the 
depot had been a very difficult 
decision to make.

‘We will continue to support our 
staff as we work towards the depot 
closure on June 30 and will be 
doing everything we can to assist 
them in relocating to other parts 
of our business or into other work 
wherever possible,’ he said.

Stagecoach will cease operations in Fort William at the end of 
June. www.facebook.com/obantimes
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
before hand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.

Thursday April 5
Polldubh Crags and Nevis Gorge
Glen Nevis
A di� erent approach to the well-
known walk through the scenic 
Nevis Gorge.

Start from the Lower Falls CP at 
Achriabhach, NN144683. Cross the 
River Nevis and follow the track 
NW past the Sheep Wash. Leave 
the track where convenient and 
climb N up the slope to reach the 
crest of a broad ridge. Climb up E 
above the steep rocky face of Poll-
dubh Crags to Am Mam Buidhe. 

Keeping above the crags, con-
tinue E on a descending traverse 
to reach the road up to the Upper 
Falls CP. Continue E on the foot-
path into the gorge. At NN172693, 
fork left on to an older, less distinct 
path, climbing NE to cross the Allt 
Garbh. The path turns SE, gaining 
height, to emerge from the woods 
on to a level spur a� ording a 

superb viewpoint across the glen 
to the Steall Falls. Follow the path 
S, which zig-zags down to the 
� oor of the glen and head for the 
Wire Bridge. This may be crossed 
for a closer look at the falls, but 
the main path continues E on the 
N side of the Water of Nevis to the 
Steall Ruins. 

N of here there are more wa-
terfalls to see on the Allt Coire 
Guibhsachan, issuing from the 
grand hanging valley between 
Ben Nevis and Aonach Beag. 
Return by the main path through 
the Nevis Gorge to the Upper Fall 
CP. Follow the road down SW for 
about 1Km and cross the river on 
a footbridge. Follow the path W 

on the S side of the river back to 
Achriabhach.

Grade: M; Distance: 11Km; 
Height to climb: 460m
Map(s): LR41, EX392; Meet at:
Fort William Woollen Mill at 
10.10am for start of walk at 10.30am
Leader: Ian Moir 07973 836498.
Sunday April 8
Aodann Chleireig and Beinn an 
t-Sneachda, Loch Eil
Fine views over Loch Eil, the hills 
around it and Ben Nevis to the E. 
Well worth the rough climb from 
the forest road to the ridge of 
Druim Beag.

From CP at Fassfern, NN021790, 
follow footpath or forestry track N 
towards the Leth Allt to just before 

the new hydro electric dam at 
NN013824. On leaving the forest, 
follow a very old fence line W up 
onto the broad ridge of Druim 
Beag. 

Once on the ridge head NW to 
the summit of Aodann Chleireig, 
663m. Continue W then SW along 
the broad ridge down to a small 
lochan at a col. Head S up to a 
small summit, 649m, and on to Be-
inn an t-Sneachda, 625m. Descend 
SE to the road W of Corribeg, and 
head E alongside the A830 to the 
minor road back to the CP.

Grade: M+; Distance: 10Km; 
Height to climb: 700m; Map(s): 
LR40/41, EX399; Meet at Fort 
William Woollen Mill at 9.30am 

for start of walk at 9.50am. Leader: 
Rick Atkinson 07587 549731.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club. If 
anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Saturday April 7
Meall Buidhe, Rannoch
Catch train from Fort William 
at 7.44am or Bridge of Orchy 
at 8.18am. Arrive at Rannoch 
station at 8.46am from where a 
bus will take us to Bridge of Gaur 
at NN504564. From here head S 

along track until the exit from the 
forest at NN491516. 

At some point cross river and 
head up SE to 912m summit of 
Garbh Mheall. Head S to summit of 
Meall Buidhe. Head WSW to col at 
NN487491. Head NW into valley to 
meet track back to start. A bus will 
take us back to the station for the 
3.12pm train to Fort William. Train 
to Bridge of Orchy at 6.38pm.

If you wish to attend, it is impor-
tant to inform the coordinator so 
that a suitable bus can be booked. 
The bus fare is very reasonable.

Distance: 11Km, height to climb: 
1,000m. Suggested by Gavin The-
obald; coordinated by Suzanne 
Theobald.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

MSP demands inquiry as 
‘illegal’ dredging increases
ARGYLL divers claim ‘illegal’ dredg-
ing has increased in the Firth of Lorn 
due to a lack of policing, making any 
legal protection pointless.

The government told The Oban Times 
it is now investigating ‘suspect vessels’, 
as a local MSP is calling for a Scot-
land-wide inquiry.

Local scallop divers Davy Stinson 
and Steve Barlow first witnessed an 
‘incursion of scallop dredging’ within 
the Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura 
Marine Protected Area (MPA) last 
summer.

Scotland’s MPA network, covering 
20 per cent of its seas, protects vulner-

able species and habitats at 168 sites, 
including Loch Creran, Loch Sween, 
the Small Isles, Lochs Duich, Long 
and Alsh, and Upper Loch Fyne and 
Loch Goil.

The Scottish Government designated 
Loch Carron, home to the world’s 
largest known flame shell bed, as an 
emergency MPA in May following 
damage due to a ‘dredging incident’. 
This month Holyrood launched a con-
sultation to make the MPA permanent.

But Mr Stinson argues MPAs are 
becoming ‘paper parks’ because they 
are not enforced, with more dredgers 
feeling emboldened to breach them.

He told Highlands and Islands Green 
MSP John Finnie about the ‘failing, 
frustrating and heartbreaking’ situa-
tion in the Loch Sunart to Sound of 
Jura MPA, and in the Easdale Bay 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

Since last summer, he wrote: ‘Many 
divers have reported seabed damage, 
and creel boats heading out in the ear-
ly hours have witnessed dredgers ac-
tually fishing in the MPA. And there 
has been an accumulation of evidence 
that the MPA is being systematically 
breached. This includes boats making 
large landings early morning, yet tying 
up during the day.

‘Reports to the authorities have gone 
in from divers and crewmen, but, sig-
nificantly, also from John McAlister, 
who owns a fleet of larger dredgers. 
He is no doubt concerned that this 
illegal fishing will rebound badly on 
all the mobile sector.

‘I have also seen seabed damage 
around Insh and Ardencaple, but most 
worryingly to the east of Belnahua, 
which is within the SAC itself.

‘The real outrage is not that certain 
dredger boats are breaching the MPA/
SAC, but that they are emboldened by 
the utter lack of any repercussions 
from Marine Scotland.

‘More boats now seem to be trying 
their luck in the area, and the MPA 
has in real terms ceased to exist.

‘Nobody can congratulate them-
selves about the creation of MPAs if 
they only exist on a website, and what 
is happening in the real world is that 
without some form of policing the 
MPAs are only paper parks.

‘Whatever happens now, the damage 
to the marine environment has been 
done – we are back to ground zero.’

John Finnie MSP told The Oban 
Times he was ‘extremely concerned’ 
about reports he’d received about 
‘illegal’ fishing within MPAs off the 
Argyll coast.

‘I’m advised the illegal practices 
have been reported to both the local 
fishery officer and Marine Scotland, 
neither of whom appear to have acted.

‘I have written to cabinet secretar-
ies Roseanna Cunningham for the 
environment and Fergus Ewing for 
fisheries, asking that they initiate an 
immediate inquiry into what’s going on.

‘Dredging is an entirely destructive 
practice which can cause irreparable 
damage and must be controlled.

‘Scotland is a maritime nation and 
yet, unlike Wales, which is building 
new protection vessels, we apparently 
have no plans to enhance our fisheries 
protection capability. Clearly, there’s 
no point in having protected areas if 
they are not policed.’

A Scottish Government spokesper-
son said: ‘We have received recent 
reports of suspected illegal dredging 
in the area. 

‘Marine Scotland Compliance is 
actively investigating the activities of 
a number of suspect vessels.

‘Marine Scotland invests significant 
resource into regular boat patrols, 
as well as the presence of one of its 
marine protection vessels in the area 
to ensure compliance. The risk of 
breaches of regulations is considered 
regularly and further resources are 
deployed to the areas of highest per-
ceived risk.’

Mull minister aims to make 
vegetables a growth industry

Judges uphold right 
to roam on Loch 
Lomond park estate
RAMBLERS have welcomed 
a landmark legal appeal up-
holding public access rights at 
an estate within Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National 
Park.

The Lord President of the 
Court of Session, sitting with 
two other judges, found in 
favour of the national park’s 
argument that the owner of 
Drumlean Estate, near Aber-
foyle, was unlawfully blocking 
members of the public from 
enjoying access rights.

Following complaints from 
members of the public that 
access to an area between Ben 
Venue and Loch Ard was being 
blocked by locked high gates, 
and after repeated attempts to 
resolve the issue with the own-
ers directly, Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park 
Authority issued an enforce-
ment notice to the landowners 
to remove a number of physical 
barriers in 2013.

The initial judgement in late 
2015 found against the park 
authority and held that there 
had not been a breach of the 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 
2003, and that access rights did 
not apply to certain parts of the 
estate.

The park authority immedi-
ately lodged an appeal against 
that decision which, it said, if 
it had been allowed to stand, 
would have undermined the 
Act and set an ‘unhelpful’ legal 

precedent for access rights 
in Scotland. That appeal was 
upheld in March 2017, but a 
further appeal to the Court of 
Session was lodged by the land-
owner, which was rejected in 
the judgement issued last week.

Gordon Watson, chief execu-
tive of the park, said it ‘strongly 
believes in its duty to uphold 
the landmark right to responsi-
ble access granted to the public 
by the Act.

‘The vast majority of land-
owners within the national 
park, from small land holdings 
to large estates, respect the 
provisions and responsibilities 
that come with the Act and 
support our many projects to 
improve access.

‘There has been a significant 
amount of work over the past 
five years involved in pursuing 
this case but it was crucial to 
do so and ensure the public can 
continue to enjoy their access 
rights within this special land-
scape in the national park.

‘This decision sets a national 
precedent and we are pleased 
that this positive result will be 
able to be drawn upon by other 
access authorities across the 
country in the future.’

Jess Dolan, director of Ram-
blers Scotland, said the ‘excel-
lent’ ruling ‘finally brings to an 
end the landowner’s long-run-
ning and unwise attempts 
to stop people accessing the 
beautiful Drumlean Estate’.

Saturday 19th of May sees our � rst one-o�  Muddy Atlantis Day. 
With gallons of mud, icy water and some shocks along the way. 
We are creating a 10k cross country assault course designed to 

challenge and test you. Get a team together or go solo and join in 
on a fun � lled and crazy challenge right here in Oban.

The MAD team are creating some gruelling obstacles up some gut- busting hills, over 
craggy cli� s and through the chilly west coast sea. Keep your eyes peeled for sneak 

peaks of what they have in store for you.

Entry is £25 (plus booking fee) per person for age 16+
All money raised is going towards Atlantis Community Leisure 25th Birthday 

Fundraising campaign to upgrade the original facilities in the centre.

Raise extra money for our community centre and collect sponsors; 
download a sponsorship form or set up a sponsor page.

Build your team; grab your friends, work colleagues or gym buddies 
and attack this together. Looking for some team mates? Head to our 

Facebook group (MAD- Teams) and � nd like-minded comrades.

Are you ready to get MAD with 
Atlantis Community Leisure? 

There will be spectator areas and it is completely free to come and watch.

We also have our wee MAD event for eight to 16-year-olds. 
The course involves loads of obstacles over a shorter distance 
and is taking place between 9-10am before the adults set o� .

Entry is £10 (plus booking fee)

Diver Davy Stinson holds a damaged scallop shell in the Firth of Lorn, which he says has seen a rise in ‘illegal’ dredging.

The damage 
to the marine 
environment 
has been done 
– we are back to 
ground zero ”

Davy Stinson

A MULL entrepreneur has 
been given £5,000 to start Grow 
Grow Grow, a project turning 
unused ground into market 
gardens, to help the growth of 
local jobs and food.

The Rev Liz Gibson, one of 
19 people sharing £94,500 from 
the Social Entrepreneurs’ Fund, 
hopes to provide employment, 
work experience and volunteer-
ing opportunities, as well as 
fresh fruit and vegetables to the 
island community.

Rev Gibson, a Church of Scot-

land minister, said: ‘Grow Grow 
Grow intends to contribute to 
what is already a thriving local 
food culture on Mull.

‘Making use of unused and 
underused plots of ground as 
well as our own croft, we hope to 
increase the availability of tasty 
local fruit and veg, grown organi-
cally, enhancing the environment, 
and reducing food miles.’

The awards were delivered by 
Firstport, Scotland’s start-up 
social enterprise development 
agency.
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Thursday 
 5th April

Easter Camps 
(P4-P7 2nd April - 13th April)
Atlantis Leisure
Full Day 9am-4pm
Half Day 9am-12noon / 
1pm-4pm

Junior Multi Sport 
Sessions
(P1-P3 2nd April - 13th April)
Atlantis Leisure
10am-12pm

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational 
Church Hall
10am - 11.30am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY

Friday 
 6th April

Pool In� atable Fun 
Sessions
(3-5 yrs Every Mon, Wed, 
Friday)
Atlantis Leisure
11.15am-12noon

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Live Music from 9pm. 
Free entry
Open till 1am

Saturday 
7th April

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
Live Music from 10pm
Free entry
Open till 2am

Sunday 
8th April

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per 
team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Monday 
9th April

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am - 11am

Tuesday 
10th April

Pre-School Sessions 
(3-5 yrs Every Tuesday & 
Thursday)
Atlantis Leisure
12.15pm-1pm

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Irish Dancing Classes
St Columba’s Cathedral Hall
4.15pm-5.45pm

Wednesday 
11th April

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Under The Skin Camera 
Club
The Rock� eld Centre
6.30pm-7.30pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ The Lorne Bar 
Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and 
free pizza at half time

WHAT’S ON 
I N  O B A N

In partnership with 
Oban Town Diary 
bid4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

> radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

If you would like to advertise in the Oban 
Times Community Noticeboard please call 

01631 568000

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 05 GIBLEAN
THURSDAY 05 APRIL
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
17.50 ÙR | NEW:  FIFA Women’s 
World Cup Quali� er – 
Switzerland v Scotland
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Ceann an Rìgh (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Am Fear Cinnidh 
Òg – A landmark documentary 
highlighting a year in the life of 
the young Clan Commander Iain 
MacGillivray 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2017: 
First Aid Kit 
22.30 Luingean Lannsaireachd – 
Medics changing lives in West Africa 
(rpt)
23.15 Ceòl Bho Perthshire Amber 
– Music from Mairearad Green and 
Ross Ainslie
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

DIHAOINE 06 GIBLEAN
FRIDAY 06 APRIL
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)

19.00 An Là - News  
19.25 ÙR | NEW: Pro 14 Live 
Rugby – Edinburgh v Ulster
21.30 Dealbhan Fraoich – Heather 
Dewar draws a charcoal portrait of 
teacher Janet MacDonald (rpt)
22.00 Ceòl Eithne Ní Uallacháin 
(rpt)
23.00 Custer’s Last Stand

DISATHAIRNE 07 MÀRT
SATURDAY 07 APRIL
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.35 Machair (rpt)
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Premiership – Hearts v Aberdeen 
20.00 Alba: 1970 (rpt) 
20.30 Leugh Mi – With guests Rody 
Gorman & Ramsay MacMahon (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Seirm – Featuring 
I’m With Her & Kim Carnie
22.00 Luingean Lannsaireachd – 
Mother-of-six Vivienne arrives with a 
life-threatening jaw tumour (rpt)
22.45 Ceòl Bho Perthshire Amber 
– Featuring Dougie MacLean (rpt)
22.55    Scottish Premiership – 
Hearts v Aberdeen (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 08 GIBLEAN
SUNDAY 08 APRIL
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
18.30 Seachd Là
19.30 Alleluia – Featuring Màiri 
MacInnes sings Sheas a Mhàthair 
(rpt)
20.00 Ceann an Rìgh (rpt)
20.30 Fuine – Classic baking 
recipes (rpt)
21.00 Scotstar: Teasairginn 
Èiginneach – The ScotSTAR Transfer 
Service at work (rpt) 
21.45 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
22.00 Seirm – Music from Kim 
Carnie and Ross Ainslie & the 
Sanctuary Band (rpt)
23.00 Cuirp sa Pholl-mhònach/
Bog Mummies (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DILUAIN 09 GIBLEAN
MONDAY 09 APRIL
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Innsean an Iar - Hebrides – 
Julie Fowlis narrates an unforgettable 

celebration of the close relationship 
found on the Islands between people, 
wildlife and music (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan 
Fraoich – Heather Dewar draws 
a portrait of Neil Campbell in the 
blackhouse he renovated 
21.00 Trusadh – Croitearan 
Leòdhais – Part 2: A look at one of 
the busiest shops in the islands (rpt) 
22.00 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live – 
Featuring Paddy Keenan (rpt)
22.30 Am Fear Cinnidh Òg – The 
Young Clan Commander (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 10 GIBLEAN
TUESDAY 10 APRIL
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.15   An Là – News  
19.25 ÙR | NEW: FIFA Women’s 
World Cup Quali� er – Scotland v 
Poland
21.45 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt) 

22.00 ÙR | NEW: Scotstar: 
Teasairginn Èiginneach – The 
ScotSTAR Transfer Service at work 
22.45 Ceòl bho Perthshire (rpt)
23.00 Alba air Falach (rpt)
23.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia – Niall MacLennan 
and Alasdair MacPhee perform 
Psalm 42 (rpt)

DICIADAIN 11 GIBLEAN
WEDNESDAY 11 APRIL
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 Innsean an Iar – Julie 
Fowlis narrates an unforgettable 
celebration of the close relationship 
found on the Islands between 
people, wildlife and music (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Leugh Mi – With guests 
Hannah MCcKirdy and Carina 
MacLeod (rpt)
21.00 Gladys (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Seòid a’ Chidsin 
– The lads visits renowned chef 
Marcello Tully 

22.30 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live 
– Featuring Paddy Keenan & Fred 
Morrison (rpt)
23.00 Sgeulachd Edward 
Pritchard – The Human Crocodile 
(rpt)

DIARDAOIN 12 GIBLEAN
THURSDAY 12 APRIL
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00  Bailtean Alba (rpt)
19.25  Horò Gheallaidh (rpt)
19.30     Speaking Our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Brìgh a’ Chiùil – Return to 
the Voice – Polish arts company puts 
on a show in Gaelic (rpt)
21.00 All That Lies Behind Me – 
Sgeulachd Donald Merrett (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2017: 
Torridon  
22.30 ÙR | NEW:Luingean 
Lannsaireachd – Medics changing 
lives in West Africa (rpt)
23.15 Ceòl Bho Perthshire Amber 
– Music from Dougie MacLean
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

The Oban Times 
supports local charities 
and not-for-profit event 

organisers

Let us know about your 
forthcoming event to 
appear for free in our 
listings, in association 
with Oban Town Diary.

We have reduced our 
community noticeboard 
box adverts to just £10 
plus VAT (where VAT is 

applicable) 

Put your event in front of 
25,000 readers and also 

see what we can offer you 
by promoting your event 
online – we have more 

than 11,000 followers on 
Facebook and 36,000 

monthly visitors to www.
obantimes.co.uk

It pays to advertise with 
The Oban Times – first 
for community news, 
business news and 

events  throughout Oban, 
Lochaber and the West 

Highlands.

Contact Nadine or 
Rhona on 01631 568000

Events may charge. Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details

To list your event, please call  01631 568000

West Coast in bloom for 
rhododendron festival

Musical Soup and 
Pudding Lunch
£5 entry per person, 

including tea & co� ee 
plus a tune or two!

Saturday 7th April 
12.30 - 2.30pm

Glencruitten Church 
Centre

In aid of Oban Gaelic Choir Funds

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Inveraray Inn
Wednesday 11th April

At 8.00pm
Guest Artistes

Alan Small 
& Gemma Donald

Supporting players most welcome

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

INVERARAY Castle and Arduaine 
Gardens spring into bloom as the 
Scottish Rhododendron Festival 
begins this month, offering ‘rhodo 
walks’ around 20 estates in Argyll and 
the islands until May 31.

The festival, organised by Discover 
Scottish Gardens, aims to encourage 
everyone ‘to enjoy the wonders of 
Scotland’s gardens during the rhodo-
dendron flowering period’, as swathes 
of bright yellows, purples, pinks and 
reds brighten up the dullest of days.

VisitScotland explains: ‘The rhodo-
dendron is a huge family of around 
1,000 species, from small mountain 
shrubs to magnificent tree-like spec-
imens.

‘Rhododendrons require acidic soil 
to thrive and some of their natural 
habitats include the Himalayas, Japan 
and China. Luckily for us, most soil in 
Scotland is naturally acidic, making 
it a great place for these beautiful 
shrubs to flourish.’

The curator of Edinburgh’s Royal 
Botanic Garden, David Knott, 
said: ‘Rhododendrons make such a 
significant contribution and provide 
fantastic displays in many Scottish 
gardens. They range in height from 
large tree-like plants, to dwarf alpine 
shrubs, and depending on the weather 
there will be rhododendrons in flower 
from February right through to Au-
gust. Many will have already begun to 
bloom in gardens across the country, 
despite the recent bad weather.’

However, when rhododendrons 
escape these beautiful gardens, con-
troversy can follow. Last year Scottish 
ecologists working on the West Coast 

discovered native plants need a help-
ing hand if they are to recover from 
the ‘invasive’ species.

A  study in the Journal of Applied 
Ecology revealed that – even at sites 
cleared of rhododendron 30 years 
ago – much native flora has still not 
returned. As a result, rhododendron 
eradication programmes may need 
to be supplemented by reseeding 
for the original plant community to 
re-establish.

Working in the Atlantic oak 
woodlands of Argyll, Kintyre and 
Lochaber, researchers from the James 
Hutton Institute, the University of 
Aberdeen and Scottish Natural Her-
itage found that – even 30 years after 
rhododendron removal – the native 
understorey normally found in Atlan-
tic oak woodlands had not recovered. 

Instead of dramatic displays of 
primroses, violets, wild garlic, ferns 
and grasses, only dense mats of moss-

es and liverworts had returned.
Lead author Dr Janet Maclean said: 

‘Uninvaded Atlantic woodlands are 
often called the Celtic rainforest.

‘With their gnarled, lichen-covered 
trees, rich carpets of moss and burns 
tumbling down rocky ravines, they 
look like something from Lord of the 
Rings.’ 

In spring, luxuriant carpets of blue-
bells cover the ground, interspersed 
with the fiddle-heads of the diverse 
fern species starting to emerge.

‘Sadly, rhododendron-invaded 
woodlands present a different vista, 
vast stands of this single species re-
placing all the diverse native flora as 
far as the eye can see. 

‘The forest floor becomes a dark, 
barren place devoid of life apart 
from the dense rhododendron stems 
barring the way in all directions,’ she 
says.

The paper added: ‘Since it was first 
imported in 1763 to brighten up our 
gardens, rhododendron has become 
one of Britain’s most damaging inva-
sive species.

‘Rhododendron has spread through-
out the UK, affecting around 827,000 
hectares, and is particularly wide-
spread across western Scotland and 
Snowdonia. 

‘Eradication programmes cost 
around £8.6 million a year and the 
results of this study show that – as 
well as removing rhododendron – 
land managers should also consider 
clearing mats of common mosses 
from the ground and reseeding with 
typical woodland grasses and flower-
ing plants.’

Inveraray Castle, above, Benmore Gardens, and Arduaine Garden will be hosting activities and ‘rhodo walks’ for all the family, alongside 17 other estates in 
Argyll and the Isles.

  Arduaine Garden near Oban, Argyll.
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 11.00 Ian 
Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 19.00 
Rosie’s Highland Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John 
McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 13.00 Macky 
on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest 
Praise - Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 
22.00 Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10.00  Comfort Zone, 
Doug Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort 
Zone, 15.00 The Wednesday Jukebox with Michelle 
17.00 Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country Meets Rock & 
Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13.00 
Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen, 17.00 
Drivetime  with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 
20.00 Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports View, 19.00 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis 
Bingham, 21.00  Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday Morning, 
12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 
12.03   Sat Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday Morning 
Live, 13.30 Clyde, 18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 Dave 
Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 
Ken’s Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show 
- David Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham Scott, 
23.00 Station Close Down

Your local radio listings
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Across

1 Laughs at (6)

4 Meet given standards (6)

9 Flooding water (7)

10 Stage between egg and pupa (5)

11 Parting word (5)

12 Sweet course (7)

13 Sharing boundaries (11)

18 Official ban (7)

20 Majestic (5)

22 Union station? (5)

23 Before firing (4,3)

24 Gloomily (6)

25 Stupid behaviour (6)

Down

1 Small-time dictator (6)

2 Eyes (5)

3 Distinctive aspect (7)

5 Makes eyes at (5)

6 One going from rags to riches (7)

7 Bread smell (6)

8 One in mouth imparting knowledge? (6,5)

14 It goes around the world (7)

15 Road surface to aid grip (7)

16 Send back (6)

17 Suitable (6)

19 Country (5)

21 Well done! (5)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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11 Parting word (5)

12 Sweet course (7)

13 Sharing boundaries (11)

18 Official ban (7)

20 Majestic (5)

22 Union station? (5)

23 Before firing (4,3)

24 Gloomily (6)

25 Stupid behaviour (6)

Down

1 Small-time dictator (6)

2 Eyes (5)

3 Distinctive aspect (7)

5 Makes eyes at (5)

6 One going from rags to riches (7)

7 Bread smell (6)

8 One in mouth imparting knowledge? (6,5)

14 It goes around the world (7)

15 Road surface to aid grip (7)

16 Send back (6)

17 Suitable (6)

19 Country (5)

21 Well done! (5)
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High praise for North 
Lorn Drama Festival

Creative siblings combine to 
create second poetry book

Heather puts TV focus 
on island characters

Former dancer still 
relishes Oban festival

BENDERLOCH and North Connel 
Drama Club all but swept the boards 
at this year’s North Lorn Drama Fes-
tival, but there was special mention for 
one of their junior members.

Fifteen-year-old Calum McLuckie, 
from Benderloch, devised and wrote 
the winning youth play, One Stormy 
Night, which plots the calamitous 
meeting of world leaders when they 
are forced into emergency landings at 
Oban Airport.

Calum also played Vladimir Putin 
opposite his younger brother, Finlay, 
who, as Donald Trump, won the Rab 
MacDonald Memorial Trophy for A 
Moment in Comedy.

Benderloch and North Connel 
Drama Club took home another six of 
the 11 winners and runners-up prizes 
on offer: the B team won the adult 
section trophy for Stream, River, 
Sea, beating the club’s A team into 
second place; the junior B team won 
the special endeavour award and the 
production award for Grandfather’s 
Book; Bethany Dunlop won the 

adjudicator’s award for the youth and 
primary section; and Linda Robb won 
the adult’s prize.

Adjudicator Paul Dougall said: ‘The 
youth sections were very impressive 
and the winning piece, written by 
young Calum, at any level was very 
funny and extremely observant of 
famous political characters.

‘The standard of acting throughout 
the primary and youth sections was 
excellent and at least on a par with an-
ything I have seen at other festivals.’

The festival, held in Appin Village 
Hall, hosted eight plays across three 
nights between Wednesday and Fri-
day last week.

Strath of Appin Primary School won 
their age group with Appin Acting 
Academy, which featured 20 cast 
members.

Taynuilt and District Dramatic 
Society Youth were runners-up in 
the youth section, while the society’s 
adult team won silverware through 
Andrew Gray’s award for A Moment 
in Theatre.

This year’s North Lorn Drama Festival prizewinners and committee members 
with adjudicator Paul Dougall.

AN OBAN poet has 
teamed up with his 
artist sister to create a 
poetry book featuring 
original artwork.

Jamie Livingstone’s 
second poetry book, 
The Manhole Cover, 
consists of 14 pieces 
of poetry, each accom-
panied by a bespoke 
painting by Eilidh 
Livingstone.

Jamie’s book delves 

deep into the human 
mind and, he explains, 
only ‘by going into “the 
sewage”, can you get 
out of it’.

The poet released his 
first book in October 
2016, which also fea-
tured paintings from 
his sister Eilidh.

Speaking about creat-
ing the bespoke work, 
she said: ‘[Jamie] gives 
me a wee brief and I do 

what I think will work.’
Jamie is in the process 

of turning his books 
into an EP, using at-
mospheric background 
music.

Jamie and Eilidh both 
have a connection with 
Oban charity Hope 
Kitchen.

Every Tuesday from 
2.30pm to 4pm, Jamie 
runs a writing group, 
Wurdplay, out of the 
premises, while Eilidh 
has her artwork and 
photography on dis-
play.

Wurdplay also hosts 
a performance night 
and is in the process of 
producing a stage play.

The book, which was 
produced at Templar 
Arts and Leisure Cen-
tre (TALC), Tarbert, 
is on sale for £10 and 
can be purchased 
from www.wurdplay.
org, where there is 
also more information 
regarding the various 
projects.

Siblings, Jamie and Eilidh Livingstone collaborated 
to create a poetry book. 17_T14_poetrybook

ONE person eagerly 
anticipating the High-
lands and Islands  Mu-
sic and Dance Festival 
is Christine Lacey, who 
chairs the Scottish Offi-
cial Board of Highland 
Dancing.

The festival takes 
place throughout Oban 
from May 4 to 6.

Christine said: ‘I loved 
competing at the fes-
tival myself - it was al-
ways a happy event with 
a great atmosphere. 
The invitation to those 
fortunate enough to 
win and perform at your 
ceildh in the evening 
was always an honour 
to be part of, along with 
the musicians as well as 
the dancers.

‘Then, as a teacher, 
my dancers loved the 
choreography chal-
lenge. For some, it was 
the highlight of their 
year to be all together 
and staying in the youth 

hostel in Oban - where 
many a story could be 
told!

‘The progress that 
has been made for the 
dancers over the years 
is fabulous and this is 
down to the members 
of the committee who 
strive relentlessly to 
make it the success it is 
year after year.

‘They should all be 
very proud of what has 
been developed over 
the years. To start, 
maintain and develop 
the traditions and 
cultures of Scotland 
through dance and mu-
sic is a wonderful expe-
rience for generations 
of youngsters, both of 
today and in the future.

‘Please pass on my 
thanks for the ded-
icated service of all 
involved and I wish you 
every success for the 
2018 event and going 
forward.’

Christine Lacey chairs the Scottish O�  cial Board of 
Highland Dancing.

HEATHER Dewar is a 
woman of many talents – 
cook, gardener and artist 
– there are few things she 
can’t turn her hand to. 
But possibly her greatest 
gift of all is her ability to 
charm and chat.

In the second series of 
BBC ALBA’s Dealbhan 
Fraoich, Heather, from 
Islay, combines the roles 
of artist and interviewer 
as she creates a portrait 
of a well-known Gael 
while teasing out of them 
every little detail of their 
life story.

From the ferry skipper 
to the mountaineer, the 
musician to the math-
ematician, Heather’s 
natural curiosity about 
people and their lives 
helps her capture their 
personalities on paper.

From a young age, 
Heather has had a 
passion for portrait 
drawing. Since entering 
Edinburgh College of 
Art at the age of 16, she 
has drawn hundreds of 
portraits. To this day, she 
loves trying to capture 
someone’s likeness.

But drawing a portrait 
that conveys the twinkle 
in the eye or the shyness 
in the smile can be huge-
ly challenging.

Armed with easel, char-
coal, paper and pencil, 
Heather embarks on a 
tour of the country, draw-
ing the fascinating and 
engaging people who’ve 
agreed to ‘sit’ for her.

In the third programme 
in the series, on Monday 
April 9, Heather draws 

Neil Campbell and the 
blackhouse he restored 
following his return to 
his native Benbecula.

Neil tells Heather about 
the lure of his native isle 
and about the musical 
heritage that led to his 
Mòd gold medal success.

In Glasgow, Heath-
er meets Catrìona 
MacPhee, one of the 
hugely popular present-
ers of BBC ALBA’s Far-
paisean Chon-chaorach 
series. Catrìona has 
had an interesting and 
varied career, working 
as a staff nurse before  
entering into the world 
of broadcasting. More 
recently she has returned 
to academia, completing 
a degree in Scottish 
history.

The fifth programme in 

the series sees Heather 
visit Elgol on Skye. There 
she draws a portrait of 
Ewan MacKinnon. Al-
though in his seventies, 
Ewan still works full-
time as an electrician and 
only recently stood down 
from the local mountain 
rescue team after almost 
half a century of service.

On mainland Argyll, 
Heather meets Ethel 
MacCallum. Although 
Ethel’s adult life has 
been spent in Inveraray, 
she is extremely proud of 
her island connections.

Sent from a Glasgow 
orphanage to the Isle of 
Tiree at the age of six, 
her early childhood was 
challenging - but Tiree, 
and music, transformed 
her life.

Today she is a well-

known and respected 
singer and songwriter.

Heather is delighted to 
at last have the opportu-
nity to visit Barra, one 
of the few islands she 
hadn’t been to. There she 
met Michael MacNeil 
who has worked for 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
for many a year. While 
people might not recog-
nise his face, many in the 
Hebrides will recognise 
his voice as that of the as-
sured captain welcoming 
his passengers on board.

Michael chats to 
Heather about his 
lifelong connection with 
the sea and his journey 
from fishermen to ferry 
skipper.

Dealbhan Fraoich is 
on BBC ALBA every 
Monday at 8.30pm.

Multi-talented Heather Dewar with Ethel MacCallum.
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robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Fèis Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu starts
There are a number of very interesting Gaelic events in Glasgow 
next week as part of Fèis Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

If you are based in Glasgow and want to begin learning Gaelic (or 
perhaps expand your existing knowledge of the language), the fèis 
are hosting free Gaelic conversation classes from Monday April 9 
to Thursday April 12 in Hutchesons’ Grammar Junior School, at 
44 Kingarth Street.

The classes will be mainly conversational and led by Sine from 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. Booking is not required and those attending are 
welcome either to freestyle or to bring questions or texts with them.

Also in Hutchesons’ Grammar Junior School that week is Fèis 
Bheag, which is a selection of morning activities aimed at children 
aged up to five and will include reading sessions with Linda Ma-
cLeod.

The fèis family ceilidh will take place in Hutchesons’ on Wednes-
day April 11 at 7pm. Tickets are £5 for adults and children can 
enter for free.

There are masterclasses in Gaelic song throughout the week with 
some of the very best Gaelic singers. The classes are designed for 
adults and teenagers aged 14 and over and all start at 1.15pm: Kath-
leen MacInnes on Tuesday 10; Anne Lorne Gillies on Wednesday 
11; and Mairi MacInnes on Thursday 12. Tickets for those events 
are £8. For full information on all the above events and more, visit 
www.anlochran.com.

Tide Lines in the Garage
We finished our Scottish tour with a show in The Garage on 
Sauchiehall Street on Saturday night.

The venue is better known as a nightclub and I remember mak-
ing a visit there when I was at university (shortly after I turned 18) 
and finding a bouncy castle in the middle of the dancefloor which 
was quite a baffling sight for a boy from Lochaber!

Despite this, The Garage turned out to be a great place to end 
our 13-night tour and the audience were in great voice.

What’s on
Saturday April 14: Ceilidh dance in the Partick Burgh Hall at 8pm.
Friday April 20: Clydebank and District Highland Association 
ceilidh at 7.30pm in the Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick.
Friday April 27: Helensburgh and District Highland Association 
dance in the Commodore Hotel at 8pm.
Friday April 27: Glasgow Uist and Barra Association ceilidh 
dance in the Crawford Hall at 9pm.
Saturday April 28: Glasgow Skye Association annual spring 
concert (Wee Skye) at 7.30pm in the Crawford Hall.
Tuesday May 8: Glasgow Lewis and Harris Association annual 
general meeting at 7pm in An Lèanag on Mansfield Square.
Thursday May 10: Comunn an Taobh-an- iar annual general 
meeting at 7.30pm in the Ellangowan Social Club.
Thursday May 17: Comunn Gàidhlig Ghlaschu annual general 
meeting at 7.30pm in the Glasgow Gaelic School.
Friday May 25: Helensburgh and District Highland Association 
annual general meeting and dance in the Commodore Hotel at 8pm

Pub scene
Friday April 6: Crooked Reel
Saturday April 7: Parting Glass
Sunday April 8: Jonathan Gillespie

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Norman Nicholson 
receiving his quaich 

from Councillor Elaine 
Robertson.

Norman Nicholson spent 10 years writing Oban Symphony, which was performed for the � rst time last Tuesday. T13_obansymphony.

The leader of Oban 
Bach Choir and Or-
chestra has thanked 
Norman Nicholson for 
writing Oban Sympho-
ny.

Speaking after the 
world premiere of the 
symphony, which took 
Norman 10 years to 
write, Helen Jordan 
thanked the composer 
for the opportunity.

Helen said: ‘Norman 
has given us amateurs of 
Oban the opportunity 
to play in an orchestra.

‘He was commissioned 
to write Oban Sympho-
ny a number of years 
ago and he has done an 
amazing job.

‘It’s a very complex 
piece, but enjoyed by all, 
and we enjoyed playing 
it. It was exhilarating. 

I felt very proud of 
Norman.’

Councillor for Oban 
North and Lorn, Elaine 
Robertson presented 
Norman with a quaich 
for his commitment to 
music.

Oban Orchestra’s leader thanks Norman 
Nicholson for writing Oban Symphony

Tide Lines perform in The Garage in Glasgow.
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A GREAT 
EVENT FOR ALL   
THE FAMILY

COME AND 
JOIN US!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.pipingatforres.com

On Saturday 30th June 2018 
Grant Park, in Forres, Moray will 
be alive with the sound of 3,000 

pipers and drummers from all 
over the world competing 

in the European Pipe Band 
Championships.

It is a day out not to be missed: 
in addition to the world class 

musical talent on display there 
will be more than 100 stalls 
and fun and entertainment 

for all ages.
Bring the family along for a 

spectacular day out!

EUROPEAN PIPE BAND 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Scottish
Provincial
Press Ltd

MEDIA PARTNER
FUNDERS
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This year’s Oban High School Pipe Band and friends concert was 
described as ‘special’ and ‘the best one yet’.

The event took place last Thursday evening in the Corran Halls 
and there were very few empty spaces - in the audience and on 
stage.

Spectator Alistair Dewar, who is also a member of Oban Pipe 
Band committee, said: ‘I think it was one of the best yet. I think it 
gets better and better every year. It was a really good concert and 
very well put together by Angus [McColl] and his team.

‘It really, really was a very special concert. I am sure everyone 
would have enjoyed it.’

He added: ‘It culminated with all the pipers and drummers at 
all levels being on the stage and they absolutely filled it - it was 
overflowing.

‘You could see how successful the whole system is and the teach-
ing and encouraging that goes on for them to become interested.

‘The Corran Halls must have been pretty close to being a sell 
out. I think it’s important people support it so well.’

Oban High School’s Katie 
MacPherson plays the 

small pipes. 

Leading drummer Evan 
MacLean performs a 

drum solo. 

Oban High School Pipe Band 
concert described as best yet

Brief Encounters on the West Highland Line
coming soon to a railway station near you!

original stageplay and meal, accessible by train�

BRIEF ENCOUNTERS�
O�N�T�H�E�W�E�S�T�H�I�G�H�L�A�N�D�L�I�N�E�

T�UE� 10 A�PRIL�, 1�PM�
Prince’s House Hotel, Glenfinnan�
£10  inc. light lunch�
train dep. Fort William 12.12, dep. Glenfinnan 16.54�
B�OOKINGS�:  07534 078817�

 F�RI� 13 A�PRIL�, 1.30�PM�
Astley Hall, Arisaig�
£10 inc. light lunch provided by LSIC�
train dep. Fort William 12.12,  dep. Arisaig 16.21�
B�OOKINGS�: 07534 078817�

W�ED� 11 & S�AT� 14 A�PRIL�, 6.45�PM�
Rannoch Station Tearoom�
£25, inc. evening meal�
train dep. Fort William 17.37, dep. Rannoch 21.08�
B�OOKINGS�:  01882 633337�

S�UN� 15 A�PRIL�, 6.30�PM�
Station House Inn, Corrour�
£25,  inc. 3-course dinner�
train dep. Fort William 17.37, dep. Corrour 21.20�
B�OOKINGS�:  01397 732 236�

The West Highland Community Rail Partnership presents:�
B�RIEF� E�NCOUNTERS�ON�THE� W�EST� H�IGHLAND� L�INE�

an original stageplay written & performed by the Iron Road Collective�
www.ironroadcollective.com�

AN�HOMAGE�TO�THE�FAMOUS�FILM�,�CELEBRATING�WEST�HIGHLAND�RAILWAY�STATIONS�
featuring Rebecca Wilkie, Curtis Randall, Paul Hernes Barnes�

and Lewis MacRae�

LIMITED�SEATING� -�BOOKING�ESSENTIAL�

Moira (Rebecca Wilkie) and Kris 
(Curtis Randall) have just taken over 
the day-to-day running of your local 
station tearoom a’top the moor! As 
they find themselves in the middle 
of nowhere with only the occasional 
train coming through, can they keep 
their eyes on the job and off each 
other? Luckily, young local misfit 
Malcolm (Lewis MacRae) is on hand 
to keep their heads cool.

You’ll get to meet these characters 
in the new stageplay soon to be 
performed at a series of railway 
stations and other venues along the 
West Highland Line. The brand new 
play, Brief Encounters on the West 
Highland Line, is inspired by the 
classic film Brief Encounter by David 
Lean and was written by the Iron 
Road Collective, a West Highland 
based performing arts cooperative. 
Each performance is combined with a 
meal for the audience, and the actors 
will use each venue as it is, with the 
counter area as a performance space. 

The play brings together themes 
of fleeting relationships, seasonal 
employment and isolation in the West 
Highlands – all handled with a warm 
sense of humour.

The concept for the play came from 
the West Highland Community Rail 
Partnership, a volunteer-led organ-
isation that aims to inspire railway 
appreciation in the communities 
along the line. They were successful in 
securing funding for a West Highland 
Line drama project from the National 
Lottery’s Awards for All and from 
ScotRail’s Cultural and Arts Fund, 
which is managed by Foundation 
Scotland. They then approached the 
Iron Road Collective and asked them 
to produce a railway-centred drama 
project that would celebrate our local 
stations. The partnership also asked 
the professional actors to involve one 
or more local amateurs with their pro-
duction. After liaising with Lochaber 
High School’s drama department, 
the artists therefore sent an invite to 
Lewis MacRae from Glenfinnan to 

take on the role of young brainbox 
Malcolm. Lewis is currently taking 
his Advanced Highers in drama and 
enthusiastically embraced the oppor-
tunity – as long as it fitted in with is 
exam schedule.

The Brief Encounter film is based 
on Noel Coward’s stageplay Still 
Life, and to start with, the Iron 
Roads artists considered putting on 
the Coward play in various lineside 
venues. However, they felt that to do 
a 1930s period piece set in London in 
a remote West Highland location just 
didn’t seem right.  So instead they 
wrote an homage to the famous film 
and set it in our present-day West 
Highlands, discussing themes and 
issues relevant to our location and 
time. Together, the rail partnership 
and the artists decided to approach 
real lineside cafes and restaurants 
and ask if they would consider taking 
on the role of performance venues. 
‘The response has been fantastic,’ 
says director Paul Hernes Barnes, 
who himself graduated from Loch-

aber Highschool’s drama department 
some six years ago. ‘Co-operating 
with these local businesses has been 
great,’ he continues, ‘and performing 
in their informal, non-theatre spaces 
offers an exciting prospect for us. 
This will make each performance dif-
ferent, for us as well as the audience. 
Our aim is to keep things fresh.’ 

The Iron Road Collective  is a group 
of young performing artists based in 
the Highlands. Their creative output 
is inspired by the Iron Road to the 
Isles, the railway that connects the 
remote West Highland communities 
with each other, and with the com-
mercial and industrial centres of the 
south. A sense of place, locality and 
cultural heritage is always at the heart 
of their creative practice.

The West Highland Community 
Rail Partnership is a voluntary 
community organisation that works 
with the railway industry to make 
train travel a more attractive option 
for people along the West Highland 
Line.
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Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
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www.mozmurray.co.uk
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0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.

MW0146 Full Ad Range 2018.indd   27

27/02/2018   11:31

OFC-OBC_sf05.indd   1

21/03/2018   18:43:56

HAVE YOU 
SEEN THE 
NEW-LOOK 
SCOTTISH 
FIELD

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - MAY ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Ewan McGregor’s life less ordinary... 
Discover the magic of Dumfries & 

Galloway... Rosamunde Pilcher... Otter 
madness... Scotland’s best photography... 

20 pages of fashion & interiors

Advertorial

Oban High School Pipe Band kick o�  their annual concert. Pictures by Kevin McGlynn 

Zoo welcomes triplets

RZSS Edinburgh Zoo are celebrating the birth of the 
� rst binturong cubs to be born in Scotland.

It is incredibly di�  cult to breed the quirky animals, 
which smell like popcorn and have the appearance of 
a small cat-like bear, so zoo sta�  have been delighted 
by the arrival of triplets.

Native to rainforests in south-east Asia, binturongs are a 
member of the civet family, with their distinctive, popcorn 
scent coming from a chemical compound in their urine.

Alison MacLean, head carnivore keeper at RZSS 
Edinburgh Zoo, said: ‘We are very excited about the 
arrival of our cubs. These are the � rst binturong to be 
born in Scotland, so this is a real achievement.

‘At � rst, we thought we had two little ones as our 
camera outside their den showed four eyes peeking 
out into the dark so we were very happy to discover 
we actually had triplets.

‘The trio, born at the end of January, have recently 
started to emerge from their den, though only for 
small periods of time.

‘The cubs are doing well, with their mum Poppy 
being very attentive,’ said Alison.

‘We are gradually introducing them to visitors to 
build up their con� dence and they will soon venture 
outside more regularly during the daytime.’

Binturongs are classi� ed as vulnerable in the wild, 
with their population having declined by around a 
third over the past 18 years.

Binturongs smell like popcorn and are becoming 
increasingly rare in the wild.

Take-Out 
Buddy In next week’s Oban Times

Your one-stop-shop for take out menus 
covering Oban and beyond
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FARMING NEWS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Registered 
Whitebred 

Shorthorn  Bull
23 months

 for sale in North 
Argyll

for details call
Evenings: 

01967431422

Around the markets
DINGWALL – Dingwall and 
Highland Marts Ltd on Wednes-
day March 28 sold 924 store 
cattle, 17 adult head of breeding 
cattle and 51 OTM cattle.
Bullocks (571) averaged 240.3p 
and sold to 292.3p per kg for 
a 260kg Charolais cross from 
Balvullich Farm, Muir of Ord 
and £1,360 gross for a 585kg 
Limousin cross from Shawpark, 
Glaickmore.
Heifers (348) averaged 231.3p 
and sold to 285.1p per kg for a 
435kg Charolais cross from Leys 
Estate, Inverness and £1,580 
gross for a 595kg Charolais cross 
from The Cloy, Fortrose.
Young bulls (5) averaged 254.3p 
and sold to 276.5p per kg and 
£940 gross for a 340kg British 
Blue cross from Glenaldie, Tain.
Robertson’s of Tain, Harbro 
and MGM Timber sponsored 
the show and sale of store cattle 
judged by M.N.H Mccallum, 
Mountrich Farm, Dingwall, who 
awarded the overall champion to 
a 585kg Limousin cross bullock 
from Messrs K.D.J MacRae and 
Partners, Shawpark, realising 
£1,360 gross to Backmuir 
Livestock Ltd, Keith. Reserve 
champion was a 570kg Limousin 
cross heifer from A Macdonald, 
Easter Sheep Park, Balblair, 
realising £1,360 gross to Messrs 
MacIver Partners, Easter Strath 
of Auchterflow, Killen.
Prize list:
Single bullock:
1 Messrs K.D.J Macrae and 
Partners, Shawpark, (LIM), 
585kg, £1,360; 2 Messrs J and J 
Henderson, Udale, Poyntzfield, 
(LIM), 540kg, £1,250.
Single heifer:
1 A Macdonald, Easter Sheep 
Park, Balblair, (LIM), 570kg, 
£1,360; 2 Leys Estate LLP, Leys 
Castle, Inverness, (CHX), 435kg, 
£1,240.
Best pair of bullocks or heifers:
1 Messrs J and J Henderson, 
Udale, Poyntzfield, (LIM), 
428kg, £1,160; 2 Messrs J and J 
Henderson, Udale, Poyntzfield, 
(LIM), 485kg, £1,200.
Best pen of bullocks or heifers:
1 A Macdonald, Easter Sheep 
Park, Balblair, (LIM), 447kg, 
£1,055; 2 Messrs J and J 
Henderson, Udale, Poyntzfield, 
(LIM), 518kg, £1,190.
In-calf cows (17) sold to £1,070 
gross for a Limousin cross from 
Glenaldie, Tain.
OTM prime and feeding cows 
(51) averaged 149.5p per kg and 
sold to 200.0p per kg for a 585kg 
Saler cross from Westfield Farm, 
Thurso and £1,450 gross twice 
for a 900kg Charolais cross 
and a 845kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Easter Sheep park, 
Balblair.
Other leading prices per head 
and per kg:
Bullocks up to 250kg – 2 

Cliffton, Poolewe, £555, 241.3p; 
251 – 300kg – Kincraig Farm, 
Invergordon, £820, Balvullich, 
292.3p; 301 – 350kg - Dell 
of Killiehuntly, Kingussie, 
£930, Kincraig Farm, 285.5p; 
351 - 400kg - Park Farm, Nairn, 
£1,025, 261.5p; 401 – 450kg 
– Udale, Poyntzfield, £1,160, 
271.0p; 451 – 500kg – Torgorm, 
Heathfield, Muir of Ord, £1,240, 
Burnside Croft, Jamestown, 
261.7p; 501 – 550kg – Park Farm, 
Strathpeffer, £1,280, Torgorm, 
242.7p; 551 – 600kg – Torgorm, 
£1,320, 233.6p; 601 – 650kg 
– Corslet Farm, Rosemarkie, 
£1,350, 209.3p.
Heifers up to 250kg –Larel, 
Halkirk, £580, Tullochgorum, 
245.7p; 251 – 300kg – Dalmagar-
ry farm, £760, Kincraig farm, 
266.7p; 301 – 350kg - Kincraig 
farm, £840, 251.6p; 351 – 400kg 
– 4 Glaick, £990, Tullochgorum, 
249.4p; 401 – 450kg – Leys 
Estate, £1240, Seafield Park 
partnership, 254.3p; 451 – 
500kg – Milldam, Meikle Ussie, 
£1115, 247.3p; 501 – 550kg – 3 
Glaick, £1160, Milldam, 225.7p; 
551 – 600kg – Easter Sheep 
park, £1360, The Cloy, 265.6p 
601 – 650kg – Burnside Croft, 
Strathpeffer, £1160, 185.6p.
Other leading prices per head:
In calf cows: South Cuidreach, 
Earlish, (LimX), £1,060, (SimX), 
£1,010; Dunlichity Farm, Farr, 
(ShoX), £960.
Other leading prices per head:
OTM cows: Inkstack house, 
Thurso, (AA), £1,370; Fairburn 
Estate, Urray, (SimX), £1,350; 
Westfield Farm, (SalX), £1,330.
Other leading prices per kg
OTM cows: Westfield Farm, 
(SalX), 195.6p, 190.2p; Gorth-
leck Mains, Gorthleck, (LimX), 
182.2p; Easter Sheep park, 
(AAX), 171.6p; Fairburn Estate, 
(SimX), 162.7p.

STIRLING – United Auctions 
on Thursday March 29 sold 
3,582 prime sheep comprising of 
10 new season lambs and 2,600 
old season lambs selling to an 
average of 224p and  ewes and 
rams.
New season lambs (10) - Lang-
side (Char) £140; Greystone 
(Zwa) £120; Wood (Dors) £99.
New season lambs (10) - Lang-
side (Char) 304p; Greystone 
(Zwa) 259.5p; Wood (Dors) 
264p.
Old season lambs (2,600) – 
Abbey (Suff) £130; Hill Of 
Errol (Tex) £144; Luckenburn 
(BTex) £149; Greenlands (Che) 
£118; Auchnafree (BF) £119; 
Abercairny (Swa) £108; Langside 
(Char) £126.
Old season lambs (2,600) – 
Abbey (Suff) 255p; Ballechin 
(Tex) 293.0p; Luckenburn (BTex) 
345p; Monzie (Chev) 266p; 
Parkhill (BF) 243p; Abercairney 

(Swa) 225p; Doldy (Char) 217p.
Ewes (972) – Foodie (Tex) £158; 
Netherton (Char) £150; Little 
Moss (Suff) £138; Kilkeddan 
(Chev/Mule) £130; Aikengall 
(BFL) £130; West Lecropt 
(Hamp) £124; Hoprig (Cross) 
£116; Kincragie (Mule) £110; 
Gathercauld (Chev) £104; 
Balmonth (HB) £94; Rashiehill 
(BF) £88.
Rams – Balmonth (Suff) 
£148; Netherton (Char) £134; 
Balmonth (Tex) £128; Aikengall 
(BFL) £121.

STIRLING – Caledonian Marts 
on Thursday March 29 sold 
173 cattle, comprising 85 prime 
bullocks, heifers and young 
bulls, 66 cast cows, and 22 young 
calves.
Prime bullocks averaged 220p. 
Prime heifers averaged 222p. 
Beef young bulls averaged 212p. 
Beef cows averaged 148p. Dairy 
cows averaged 116p.
Bullocks sold to 252p for a 
British Blue from W Dandie and 
Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn
purchased by T Johnston, 
Butcher, Falkirk and to £1,688.40 
for the same beast.
Heifers sold to 260p for a 
Limousin again from Learielaw 
purchased by H A Black and 
Son, Butcher, Lanark and to 
an astonishing £1,755.60 for 
a Limousin from M A Blyth, 
Lochfield, Doune purchased by 
Malcolm Allan Ltd.
Young Bulls sold to 215p for 
a Limousin from W A Hume, 
Easter Clune, Dunfermline 
and to £1,535.04 for a Charolais 
from A Purdon, Easterton, 
Caldercruix.
Leading prices:
Bullocks ppkg: 248p Faskine and 
Learielaw; 245p Easter Ochter-
muthill; 242p Learielaw 240p 
Moorfield; 238p Craigton and 
Kinneil Mill; 235p Seggersdean 
(Twice), Dullomuir and Craigton
Bullocks per head: £1,661 
Learielaw; £1,614 Pityot; £1,608 
and £1,591 Craigton; £1,575 
Moorfield; £1,553 Easter 
Ochtermuthill.
Heifers ppkg: 252p Faskine; 250p 
Learielaw; 242p Moorfield; 240p 
Easter Ochtermuthill (twice) and 
Kinneil Mill; 238p Moorfield 
and Mains of Cultmalundie; 
235p Mains of Cultmalundie.
Heifers per head: £1,646 Easter 
Ochtermuthill; £1,580 and £1,555 
Learielaw; £1,527 Mains of 
Cultmalundie and Moorfield; 
£1,488 Kinneil Mill; £1,485 
Lochfield.
Also forward were 66 cast cows.
OTM cattle averaged 212p 
selling to 215p from J Caldwell, 
Moorfield and to £1,324 for the 
same beast. Despite a much 
plainer show for quality on the 
week, trade would be sharper.
Beef cows averaged 148ppkg.

RBS set to review Skye 
Croft House Grant case 
THE Royal Bank of Scotland is 
reviewing its decision to reject 
two Skye crofters’ mortgage 
applications because they had 
received Croft House Grant 
funding from the Scottish Gov-
ernment.

Last week, the cabinet sec-
retary for the rural economy 
wrote to RBS urging it to give 
fair mortgage offers to crofters.

Currently, those in receipt of 
the Croft House Grants have 
been unable to secure an RBS 
mortgage because the bank 
fears in the event of insolvency 

that the Scottish Government’s 
rights to recover monies under 
the scheme would rank ahead of 
the financial institution’s right 
to recover the home loan.

The saga came to light after 
crofters on Skye raised the 
matter with constituency MSP 
Kate Forbes.

Ms Forbes wrote to the 
cabinet secretary raising these 
concerns, particularly in light 
of the positive response in the 
Highlands and Islands to the 
Croft House Grant Scheme.

Rural affairs minister Fergus 

Ewing wrote back to Ms Forbes 
pledging his support and prom-
ising to write to RBS.

In his response and letter to 
RBS, Mr Ewing notes that ‘a 
misperception’ had been cre-
ated because the government’s 
rights are held against persons, 
whereas the bank’s are held 
against the property. Mr Ewing 
added that he hoped his letter 
‘offers the necessary assurance’ 
to RBS.

Ms Forbes said: ‘I am delight-
ed Fergus Ewing’s letter to RBS 
regarding the lack of mortgage 

support to crofters in receipt 
of funding for the Croft House 
Grant scheme has prompted 
RBS to reconsider its actions.

‘The Croft House Grant 
scheme is a fantastic initiative 
for the Highlands and Islands 
because it supports the need 
for housing and it helps crofters 
who would not have the funds to 
rebuild or improve their homes.

‘I would like to see the banks 
supporting farmers and crofters 
far more than they do currently 
and hopefully Mr Ewing’s inter-
vention will do that.’

Two Mull trainees land top Lantra awards

Ploughing match 
o�  due to weather
THE Lorn Vintage Ploughing 
Match, which was scheduled to 
take place on Saturday March 24, 
was cancelled due to wet weather 
conditions, not because a � eld 
was unavailable. Organiser Don-
nie Campbell explained: ‘Mr Lorn 
Nelson, Achnacloich, had kindly 
o� ered a � eld as he has done on 
numerous previous occasions.’
It is hoped the match will be back 
on next year.

Federation welcomes move on law reform
THE Scottish Crofting Feder-
ation gave a positive response 
to the plans put forward by 
Scottish Government on taking 
crofting law reform forward in 
this session of parliament.

Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Economy and Connectivity 
Fergus Ewing put forward 
his plans for proceeding with 
the reform of crofting law at a 
specially convened meeting last 
week of the cross-party group 
on crofting.

In attendance were represent-
atives of the Scottish Crofting 
Federation (SCF) including 
chairman Russell Smith.

‘We are pleased that the cab-
inet secretary has announced 
a positive way forward for 
crofting law and restated his 
commitment to non-legislative 
changes also,’ said Mr Smith.

‘He promised that we will 
have a bill in this parliamentary 
session which corrects the 
major anomalies in the current 

law and so enables it to work 
appropriately for crofters.

‘This is the essential course of 
action needed and will pave the 
way to a consolidation bill in the 
next session. It is exactly what 
SCF hoped for.

‘There will also be a fun-
damental review running in 
parallel which may enable more 
far-reaching changes to crofting 
law, whilst maintaining crofters’ 
rights, in the future,’ Mr Smith 
added.

Alan receives his award from Dougie Vipond. Claire Simonetta was unable to attend the ceremony.

TWO trainees from Mull have been suc-
cessful at Lantra Scotland’s annual Land-
based and Aquaculture Learner of the Year 
Awards.

Alan Tangny, 30, won the Aquaculture 
category and Claire Simonetta, 26, was 
runner-up for Higher Education Learner of 
the Year.

Caitlin Ross, 21, from Loch Lomond won 
the HND-level Higher Education Award.

Alan is doing a modern apprenticeship 
in Aquaculture through Inverness College 
UHI, while working for Scottish Sea Farms 
Ltd.

Alan actively promotes aquaculture at 

major rural events, including the Mull 
Highland Games. He has given a number of 
talks promoting the opportunities, products 
and economic benefits the industry offers.

Alan said: ‘It’s a proud feeling winning 
this award and it has confirmed my belief 
that anything is possible if you work hard 
and have the right attitude. I’m probably not 
your typical winner, fresh out from school or 
college. I was in a bit of a rut and needed a 
change of career. The aquaculture modern 
apprenticeship gave me a new start and win-
ning this award has made it all worthwhile.’

Claire recently completed a BSc (Hons) 
first class in Agriculture at SRUC and is 

now working as a farmer and agricultural 
consultant.

While at college, she won the RHASS 
silver medal, a prize for being the best ag-
riculture honours degree student at SRUC 
across all campuses, and the Watson Peat 
Trophy for best honours student at the Ayr 
campus.

Caitlin has completed an HND in Ag-
riculture with SRUC and is now working 
full-time on the family farm. She has had to 
juggle family life with working on the farm 
and studying at college.

She recently featured in the Scottish Gov-
ernment video Women in Agriculture.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Call today on
0778 985 5381 

WANTED 4X4s
FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 

Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, 
Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or old, 
any conditions from perfect to written 
o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high 
mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

Telephone 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota 

Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any 
condition, runner or not, 
high miles no problem.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Tel 07910 735 359

FOR SALE VOLVO XC90 SE
D5 AWD 
2005 
149000 
miles MOT 
until May18.

£2,500
Tel 07910 735359

SUZUKI V-STROM DL650 AL2
2012 All 
paperwork, 
service book 
etc 2 keys, new 
MOT 17000 
miles. Always 
garaged and 
in excellent 
condition. 
£3,950

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small 
selection of cars currently 
in our showrooms
USED CARS

17 Renault Megan, H/B DYN F-Nav DCi, Red ,1030 Miles .................... £13,995

17 Renault Captur DYN DCI, oyster grey/black, 25,000 miles .............. £13,850

66 Renault Megan EST DYN, S-NAV DCi, Blue, 5000 Miles................... £14,595

66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE, titanium, 7,000 miles ........................... £10,550

66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver, 3,000 miles ........................................ £8,950

66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90, Mars red, 6,000 miles .......................... £12,950

66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav, white, 14,000 miles ................................. £9,750

64 Nissan Qashqui DCI Tekna brown, lthr upholstery, 21,000 miles .... £14,850

64 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 Gray 31,000 miles  ................................................ £5,500

14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2 5dr, blue, 9,000 miles .................................. £8,500

14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 11,800 Miles ......................................................... £5,650

61 Volvo C30 Design Coupe, red, 24,000 ............................................... £7,650

VANS

66 Renault LWB Kangoo DCI, white 11,000 miles ....................... £8,650 + VAT

66 Renault SWD Tra�  c, DCI, white, 900 miles .......................... £13,500 + VAT

63 Renault Tra�  c LUB DCI, white, 58,000 ................................... £7,500 + VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

11 Peugeot 1.4 207 110           Fiat Panda           Ford Fiesta

Low deposit and � nance options available

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US
IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

R E N AU LT

Tel 07515 711556

20FT CABIN CRUISER
Norman 20, 
with 50hp 
Yamaha 
outboard 
and twin 
axle trailer, 
kept at 
Kentallen.

£2,800ONO

Telephone 07788116324

SWIFT CHARISMA 230/SPEEDBIRD
2003 model 
2 berth, motor 
mover, Alloy 
wheels, 
galvanised 
chassis, Exc 
condition. Inc
Full Awning, 
aqua roll and 
waste master, 
Any inspection 
welcome. 

NEW CAR 
INDEX S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR

NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 

01631 568000

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

stoddarts of oban 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

KEEP COSY THIS LAMBING!
new honda
700 pioneer
� tted with
cab,screen,
winch etc
honda
engineering!!
low deposit
terms 
available
contact us 
for details
£12,990+VAT

stoddarts of oban 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

GET ORGANISED FOR LAMBING!!
used honda
trx420 4/2wd
power steering
fully serviced,
new tyres c/w
new logic 
stock trailer
low deposit 
finance avail
delivery
arranged 
anywhere
£4,300+VAT

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs / Terraclean

Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

NEW STOCK ARRIVING SOON

VW Touran SE Tdi Bluemotion DSG (Auto/Man Box)
64 – 5 door estate  -  1,900 miles .......................................... £14,995
VW Polo S60 1.2
61  - 5 door h/back  -  61,600 miles ......................................... £4,595
VW Caddy 2.0 Tdi
66  -  37,180 miles ...........................................................£9,845+VAT
Skoda Octavia SE Tdi
15 – 5 door h/back  - 35,315 miles ........................................ £10,995
Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door estate  -  22,995 miles .......................................... £8,595
Ford Fiesta (Automatic) 
62  -  5 door  -  35,180 miles..................................................... £7665
Nissan Note N-Tec 1.4
62 - 5 door h/back  -  9,682 miles ............................................ £6,900
VX Astra Elite 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  13,000 miles ......................................... £7,900
Nissan Micra Visia 
63 – 5 door hatchback – 20,781 miles..................................... £5,300
Mini Cooper
55 – 3 door h/back  - 49,914 miles .......................................... £3,000
CLEARANCE
Skoda Fabia Classic HTP
55 – 5 door h/back  - M.O.T for 6 months, 71,500 miles ......... £1,100
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RECRUITMENT

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

We’ve made it even 
easier to 

fi nd your next job 
in the perfect location.

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

You will require:-

An HNC/HND in computers or related suitable technical subject.

At least 3 years experience in an IT Support Helpdesk  or similar, Cpanel, 
Wordpress, Apache, Microsoft Office (2000 to latest version Word/Excel/
Powerpoint), ISDN and IP Telephone systems (AVAYA preferred), Phone 
cabling/wiring/Broadband configuration. Server  2009 – 2016. Windows 
7 – 10 (Some legacy OS systems and a thorough  understanding of CLI 
or Powershell).

A sound knowledge of networking, switches, testing routers, configuring 
and maintaining VPN  and IP configuration/troubleshooting  is essential.

Knowledge of Survey Monkey/Wufoo,/Mailchimp, building and 
maintaining  Wordpress Websites an advantage as would some 
experience of Adobe Products (Indesign, Photoshop) , experience with 
Digital SLR cameras and video equipment/editing with Adobe Premiere 
or similar.

A keen interest in legacy, existing and emerging technology.

Ability to troubleshoot and make diagnosis and repair quickly .

Ability to work under pressure.

Ordered working methods – and the ability to work on your own initiative 
when required.

An excellent telephone manner and ability to convey technical issues 
clearly to members of staff, customers and 3rd party suppliers/
contractors as well as clear and concise report writing.

The right candidate will be able to help shape the use of technology and 
systems moving forwards within Wyvex Media in the future.

In addition to salary we offer group personal pension plan, life and 
medical insurance.

A current full, clean driving licence is essential for travel to other sites, 
on a regular and “as required” basis.

Please send your CV and a letter of application to Alison Arden, 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB 

or email ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

An excellent opportunity has arisen for an IT 
Support Technician based in our Oban office 
but travelling to Campbeltown, Lochgilphead,  
Edinburgh, Arran and Fort William as required. 
Reporting to the IT Manager you will work with every 
department throughout Wyvex Media providing 
support, troubleshooting, repairs, advice, training and 
development.

 
AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES UK LTD 

Electrical Shift Electrician- Glensanda Quarry 
This is an exciting opportunity to join the leading global construction materials and             
solutions company - LafargeHolcim. You will work at Glensanda quarry on the west             
coast of Scotland. Not only is Glensanda a dynamic fast-paced environment that is             
operational 24 hours a day, it is also the largest granite quarry in Europe. You will                
join an enthusiastic team of Engineers who maintain and develop the electrical            
systems on site.  

As a Shift Electrician, you will be expected and encouraged to work to the very               
highest of safety standards. Performing planned and reactive maintenance will form           
a large part of your day-to-day duties. You will also be involved in small installation               
projects and carry out various other electrical duties as required. You will join the              
attractive shift rota that involves dayshift and nightshift working. 

The ideal candidate will be a time served Electrician with BS7671 to the 17th Edition               
who is IT literate. It would be desirable if you have had previous experience of an                
industrial environment and equipment. Knowledge of control and automation would          
also be beneficial; however, this is not essential, as first class training will be              
provided as part of our ongoing personal development program. A full UK driving             
licence is necessary for this position. 

If successful in your application, you will enjoy a competitive salary and stakeholders             
pension package with employer’s contribution. You will also enjoy the attractive shift            
rota and 33 days holiday per annum. A high standard of accommodation is available              
free of charge should you meet the criteria. Other benefits include an extensive             
employees UK wide discount scheme and childcare voucher scheme. 

To apply for this position please email a copy of your CV and a covering letter to                 
Alastair Anderson, Electrical Support Manager - quoting Ref: 008264 
email: alastair.anderson@aggregate.com  
Closing Date 13/04/18  

 

North Argyll Carers Centre seeks to recruit a Manager
North Argyll Carers Centre is a value-based charity, which supports those 
who look after a family member or friend due to illness, disability, frailty or 
addiction, on an unpaid basis. We provide information and advice as well 
as practical and emotional support.
We are recruiting a Manager to build on our success and to sustain and 
grow our organisation. This is a highly demanding role and the successful 
applicant will have signifi cant leadership experience, demonstrate strategic 
awareness, a sound understanding of working with carers and be an 
effective and visible ambassador for carers. 
The successful candidate will work closely with the Board of Trustees to deliver 
our organisation’s strategy. This will involve developing and implementing our 
business plan, maintaining and seeking partnerships, increasing income and 
continuing to raise the profi le of North Argyll Carers Centre.
37 hours per week -  £28,000-36,500 depending on experience
Closing date: Monday 16th April 2018
North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment to Equal Opportunities is refl ected 
in our selection process
For a recruitment pack or further information please contact
Morag MacLean on telephone 01631 564422/
07771647290 or email: morag@northargyllcarers.org.uk
Registered Charity No: SC040902

VACANCY
We have Cleaning job
opportunities within

your Area.
If you are interested, please call

07795 078 453 or send your cv to
Neil.blamires@kingdom.co.uk

Test and run person required 
@ Hire and supplies 

To help turn hire equipment round 
between hires

You will have a mechanical interest and be 
enthusiastic to learn more. 

Driving licence required.  Good rate of pay.

Call Mary Ann: 01631 566306

Multi Skilled Engineer x2
Campbeltown Creamery

First Milk is a British farmer-owned co-operative with 
a vision to create value for members by delivering 
long-term dairy prosperity and security.  At First 
Milk we are proud of our multi award winning 
cheddars and as part of our strategy for continuous 
improvement and people development we are 
delighted to announce we are recruiting for 2 Multi 
Skilled Engineers at our Campbeltown Creamery.

If you are enthusiastic, reliable, hard-working, curious 
and want a career as opposed to a job then we want 
to hear from you.  Candidates must be electrically & 
mechanically biased and prior experience in a food 
manufacturing role would be advantageous but not 
a requirement. 

If you believe you have what it takes to be part 
of the team please submit your CV to recruitment@
firstmilk.co.uk.

The closing date for applications is 
Friday 20 April 2018

Electrical/Electronics Engineer
Fort William, Highland

Logic Alarm Systems require the services of a 
Lochaber based engineer who has an electrical or 
electronics background. The successful candidate 
will receive comprehensive training in all aspects of 
fire and security systems to full British Standards.
Logic Alarm Systems is based in Beauly, but has had 
one Lochaber based engineer for many years and due 
to ever increasing workload this engineer requires 
the support of a second, competent, professional, 
dedicated and reliable engineer.
All replies with CV to:
Alan MacDonald (General Manager)
Logic Alarms Systems
Shore Street, Beauly, IV4 7DB
Email: alan@logicalarms.com

We have have a vacancy for a smart, 
reliable, resourceful, customer 

focused delivery driver 
preferably with a 7.5 tonne licence and CPC 
but training may be available for candidate 

with car licence only
We are a small and growing business 
delivering chilled and frozen foods to 
commercial and private customers.

Please apply in writing with CV to Waltons 
of Oban, 13, Lochavullin Road, Oban, 

PA34 4PL. Or email to 
eric@waltonsofoban.co.uk

REQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL PLANT 

FITTER 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY 

MAINTENANCE 
TEAM

RELEVANT CERTIFICATES 
& VALID LICENCE/S 

ESSENTIAL

APPLICATIONS TO :- 
HARRY ROSS
07919 214995

OR e-mail - Jamie@
mkmacleod.co.uk

www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

The MacDougall of Dunollie Preservation Trust
 

Operations Manager
This is a new post created in response to the successful 

growth of the charity’s operations:-

•   Dunollie Museum Castle & Grounds 
(includes The Kettle Café and The Draper’s Shop)

•   Dunollie Links: - Year-round Community Engagement Programme

•   Dunollie Resilience: -  Off-site/off-season initiatives for income growth.

An Operations Manager is sought to work closely with the Development 
Manager to support continued development and growth. 

The role involves managing the core team and overseeing 
day-to-day finance and operations. 

25 hours per week - £27,500 pro rata

Closing date: Friday 20th April.

For a recruitment pack please contact Jane Isaacson   Tel: 01631 570550
jane@dunollie.org

North Wing, Dunollie House, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TT   www.dunollie.org

Permanent Posts – Trade Services - 37.5 hours per week

2 Electricians Bute /  salary negotiable
 Cowal & Lomond 

1 Painter Oban £21,697 - £25,524

2 Joiners East & West Argyll £21,697 - £25,524

2 Plumbers (Non Gas)  East & West Argyll £26,208

8 Labourer / Handypersons Oban, Helensburgh, £18,236 – £21,454
 Dunoon & 
 Campbeltown 

Permanent Posts – Administration Services - 35 hours per week

1 Administration Assistant  Helensburgh   £20,249 - £23,823 

1 Service Administrator  Helensburgh £17,021 - £20,024
(Invoicing)  

4 year fixed term Apprenticeship

1 Modern Apprentice West Argyll £11,978 - £17,772 
(Plumbing / Gas)  (depending on age)

For further details and to apply visit the recruitment section of our 
website www.acha.co.uk

CVs are not accepted. 

If you are unable to access the website contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 20th April 2018
Interviews will be held during May / June 2018 across Argyll & Bute

Argyll Homes For All are recruiting to the following posts:

Transition Project Manager
Mid Argyll Community Pool has been successful in securing a 
generous grant from The Scottish Land Fund to purchase land 

and buildings adjacent to the Pool. These will form the basis for an 
ambitious project to expand and improve the facilities at MacPool.
We are now seeking an experienced Project Manager to lead the 

next phase of this exciting development. The successful candidate 
will manage all aspects of the project including acquisition of the 

assets, securing funds for the redevelopment and community and 
stakeholder communication and engagement.

We are offering a full time, 18 month Fixed Term contract initially, 
with remuneration of £30,000 per annum.

This post is fully funded by the Scottish Land Fund.
To find out more about this opportunity and to download an 

application form, please visit www.macpool.org.uk

Closing date 30th April 2018
The Scottish Land Fund is funded by the Scottish Government and made available 

through The Big Lottery Fund.  The Scottish Land Fund is being delivered on behalf of the 
Scottish Government by a partnership between the Big Lottery Fund and Highlands and 

Islands Enterprise.  There are no lottery funds used in the Scottish Land Fund.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; or electronically at 
your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the 
following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/01318/FUL

18/01056/FUL

18/01008/FUL

18/01358/FUL

18/01368/FUL

18/01388/FUL

18/01386/FUL

17/05713/FUL

18/01323/FUL

18/01363/FUL

Land 80M SE Of 
Achnabobane Farmhouse
Spean Bridge

Eakie House
Wades Road
Kinlochleven

Coldstream Cottage
Achateny
Acharacle

Land 210M NE Of
1 Acharacle

Land South Of
2 Canon Gillies Place
Arisaig

Land 330M SW Of Lower 
Mungosdail
Drimnin

Land 110M NE Of 1 
Stronchreggan Sawmill 
Cottages
Treslaig, Fort William

Land At
Cameron Square
Fort William

Hazelwood
Duror
Appin

Land 115M SE Of 
Caberfeidh
Achateny
Acharacle

Erection of house 
(amended design - previous 
permission 14/04717/FUL)

Change of use of house to mixed 
use of house and guesthouse

Erection of extensions and detached 
garage.  Demolition of bothy 
and erection of studio and store 
including formation of new access

21.3m high lattice mast with 
3No antennas and 2No 600mm 
dishes. Enclosure;  Electrical meter 
cabinet; generator, 1No 1200mm 
satellite dish on  2.6m support 
pole. 1.8m high fenced compound.  
Construction of 3m wide by 45m 
long access track

Erection of house

Installation of  8m timber monopole 
telecommunications tower, 2 x 
300mm microwave dishes, 1no 
equipment cabin on concrete base 
and 1no 1.1m post and rail stock 
proof fence

Erection of proposed 
dwelling house

Installation of permanent 
extractable canopy

Demolition of Existing Workshop 
and Erection of Replacement 
Garage/Workshop with Self 
Contained Studio Unit

Erection of 15m high lattice mast 
with 3No antennas and 2No 600mm 
dishes.  Enclosure; Electrical meter 
cabinet; generator;1No 1200mm 
satellite dish on a 2.6m high 
support pole; fenced enclosure.  
Formation of a 3m wide by 80m 
long, compacted stone access track

First Registration 
of a Croft

Joan MacGillivray has 
registered her croft 56, 58 & 
59 Banavie (share), Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
28, 2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4894.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS

B & M Roberts
5&6 Upper Inveroy, 
Kilmonivaig
0.055 ha –Amenity ground
86199

J MacEachen & S Harvie
5 Bunacaimb B, Arisaig & 
Moidart
0.162 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
87586

J & A Kinross
Lorgbaw, Kilchoman
0.257 – Existing house site
87556

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand 
for the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 03/05/18. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

Dr R Milne
½ 43, 44 & Pt 45 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
63071
0.322 ha
Reason – Site for two 
dwelling houses
Condition – Fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below  together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs  Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

18/00682/PP Alterations to dwellinghouse to form patio 
doors in existing window opening and juliette 
balcony at first floor level

Cove Cottage Victoria Street 
Tobermory PA75 6PH 

Tobermory Area 
Office

18/00377/PP Removal of Condition 5 relative to planning 
permission reference 14/00547/PP (Erection of 
25 dwellings – comprising 10 houses and 15 
flats) – requiring details of housing greenspace 
for the development and provision for the 
on-going maintenance of such greenspace

Land North West Of 
Dunstaffnage Mains Farm 
Dunbeg Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

18/00355/PP Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse 
(incorporating public art studio), erection of 
garage and new boundary walls and associated 
works

The Old Coach House 
Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4RQ

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

18/00171/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of 
sewage treatment plant

Land North West Of 
Balnagown Cottage Isle Of 
Lismore Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 5UH 

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

18/00110/PP Formation of car park Land West Of Garden Cottages 
Glencruitten Oban Argyll  
And Bute 

Oban Area Office

18/00376/PP Removal of Condition 9 relative to planning 
permission reference 11/02248/PP (Erection of 
50 dwellings – comprising 14 houses and 36 
flats) – requiring details of housing greenspace 
for the development and provision for the 
on-going maintenance of such greenspace

Land North Of Dunstaffnage 
Mains Farm Dunbeg Argyll  
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area 
Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF AUTHORISATION
RUBHA STILLAIG MARINE CAGE FISH FARM, 

LOCH FYNE, ARGYLL 
An application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) by the Scottish Salmon Company to vary water use licence number 
CAR/L/1000891 authorising the carrying on of a controlled at, near or in connection 
with Rubha Stillaig Marine Cage Fish Farm, as follows:

 Description of change to controlled activity Waters affected National grid

 Change to the discharge of trade effluent  Loch Fyne NM 7766 0818 
 arising from the increased production of 
 salmon at an existing cage fish farm

SEPA considers that the above changes to a controlled activity may have a 
significant adverse impact on the water environment and on the interests of other 
users of the water environment.
A copy of the application and any accompanying information may be inspected free 
of charge, at the SEPA Registyr below, between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday 
to Friday (except local and national holidays). Alternatively, the application may be 
viewed on SEPA’s website at: http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/consultations/
advertised-applications-under-car/
Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning 
with the date of this advertisement, either by email to registrydingwall@sepa.org.
uk or to the following address, quoting reference number CAR/L/1000891:
Registry Department, SEPA, Dingwall office, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, 
Dingwall, IV15 9XB

Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement 
will be taken into consideration in determining the application. Any such 
representations will be placed in a public register unless the person making them 
requests that they should not be. Where such a request is made SEPA will include 
a statement in the register indicating that representations have been made which 
have been the subject of such a request.
Before determining the application, SEPA will:
• Assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the 

activity or activities;
• Assess the indirect effects of that impact on any other aspects of the 

environment likely to be significantly affected;
•  Consider any likely adverse social and economic effects of that impact and of 

any indirect environmental effects that have been identified;
•  Consider the likely environmental, social and economic benefits of the activity;
• Assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of 

other users of the water environment;
• Assess what steps may be taken to ensure efficient and sustainable water use, 

and
• Apply and have regard to relevant legislation.
SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application.

FOR SALE
Queen Street, 
Dunoon

For more information contact:   01369 701755
info@watersideprop.com    www.watersideprop.com 

Lovely 3 bed end-terrace family home with front and back gardens and driveway. The end property in a 
row of traditional Victorian villas in popular Queen Street, a short stroll from the town centre, and boasts a 
spacious sitting room, dining kitchen, three bedrooms, cloakroom / utility room, separate cloakroom and 
bathroom. Adorned with many original features such as high ceilings, cornicing, deep skirting, archways, 
wooden � ooring, decorative door-glazing and a lovely staircase this is sure to appeal to anyone looking 
for a practical family house full of character with added bonuses of lovely views, gardens and a driveway.

OIRO
£149,500

TO LET

TO LET

Cruachan 
Cottages, 
Taynuilt.

2 bedroom 
Cottage.
DG. Front 
and back 
Gardens 

£550
07989416354
01505 320131

FOR SALE

See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk
www.west-property.co.uk
info@west-property.co.uk

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

There is currently a 
lot of press coverage 
about landlords 
having to ensure 
their property meet a 
minimum EPC rating 
from April 1, 2018, 
but please note that 
this legislation doesn’t 
apply to Scotland. 

Scotland is a bit 
further behind 
England and Wales 
in this respect. The 
Scottish Government 
consulted on plans 
to introduce a similar 
requirement last year 
and we are expecting 
legislation setting 
out a minimum EPC 
requirement to be 
drafted and laid before 
parliament later this 
year. 

We do not yet know 
what EPC rating the 
legislation will require, 
although the proposal 
consulted on was to 
set the standard at E 
initially, rising to D after 
fi ve years. 

The consultation 
proposed various 
exemptions (including 
one for works which 
require conservation 
area/listed building 
consent where that 
consent is not given) 
and a cost cap of 
£5,000 per property. It 
is likely that there will 
be a lead in time of at 
least two years before 
any legislation comes 
into force in Scotland. 
If you want to keep 
ahead of all the 
legislation changes 
in the Private Rented 
Sector you can join 
our mailing list. Just 
click the link on our 
website, and receive 
monthly updates from 
our experienced team!

MINIMUM EPC RATINGS? 
NOT IN SCOTLAND…YET

ADVERTORIAL

OBAN OFFICE TEL NO:  01631 569 466
FORT WILLIAM OFFICE TEL NO:  01397 747 123

• Detached 
Victorian house

• 3 bedrooms/ 
1 bathroom

• Off road parking

• Loch views
• Large garden
• EPC Rating - F

CARNOCH MAIN 
STREET, OBAN

Carnoch is a beautiful Victorian house in the sought after location of Connel. 
The property is set back from the road and has Loch views. On approaching 
you will notice the original shutter doors which are one of the many original 
features of this property.On entering Carnoch you will fi nd a lounge on the left 
and another lounge/dinning room on the right both having fi replaces, large 
windows and offering a good size to accommodate a large suite, both rooms 
are very light with high ceilings.

£250,000

• Detached chalet
• 2 bedroom/

1 bathroom
• Great location

• Sea views
• Garden & decking
• EPC Rating: 

F23

CARNA ISLAND CABINS, 
TOBERMORY

Carna is 2 bedroom detached chalet situated in an elevated position in a quiet 
residential area of Tobermory. On entering, the hallway leads to a functional kitchen 
which then leads to a good sized bright lounge with windows and patio doors 
leading into the garden, where you can make the most of the sea views. There are 
two sizeable double bedrooms, one bedroom is off the hallway and one bedroom 
is off the lounge. Although neither have built-in wardrobes/storage they are large 
enough to house a double bed and some bedroom furniture.

OIRO £95,000

KINTORE, OBAN

OIEO £400,000
A modern 4 bedroom detached house in a popular residential area close 
to the village of Benderloch. Built in 2006, Kintore is a bright and spacious 
house enjoying a rural position and views across fi elds and hills to the 
North. A small porch leads to the main open plan lounge/dining area which 
overlooks the front lawn and enjoys plentiful natural light from the fl oor-to-
ceiling windows and patio doors and for those chilly nights there is a wood-
burning stove. 

• Spacious Detached 
House

• 4 bedrooms / 
3 bathrooms

• Open plan lounge, 
kitchen and dining 
area

• Large garden
• Integrated double 

garage and private 
parking

• EPC Rating: 
C70

INVERROY 
COMMON 
GRAZINGS

A Meeting will be 
held in Roy Bridge 

Hall Kitchen
on Monday April 

16th at 8pm to elect 
a new grazings 

committee.
M Langan.

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Roddy McCuish

(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 6th April 2018 in 
the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 10.00am - 12.30pm.
He can be contacted by email Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567854.

Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor Lynch will be holding a surgery on Friday 13th April 2018 in 
the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by 
telephone 01631 567893

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday 27th April 
2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
10.00am - 12 Noon.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email Elaine.Robertson@
argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor
(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 27th 
April 2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 
2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567853.

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 20th April 2018 in 
the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by 
telephone 01631 562 444.
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MOBILITY

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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 BUILDING / DIY
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for 
older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 
564578².

 CAMPING 
& CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

 FURNITURE
COFFEE TABLE, 
glass and chrome, oval 
with lower leaf shelf, 
£50 Telephone 01586 
830696.

DISPLAY CABINET, 
walnut china display 
cabinet with glass front. 
Very good condition, 
£20 Telephone 01586 
552534.
HOSTESS TROLLEY, 
two-tier, metal-framed 
trolley on wheels. 
Very good condition, 
£15 Telephone 07920 
487939.
KITCHEN TABLE, 
drop leaf kitchen table 
with two matching 
chairs. Pine effect. 
very good condition, 
£15 Telephone 01586 
552534.
M A H O G A N Y 
B E D R O O M 
FURNITURE, dressing 
table and chair, 
chest of drawers and 
headboard fi tment 
with set of two bedside 
drawers on each side, 
£60 Telephone 01586 
552534.
WALNUT DINING 
TABLE, oval extending 
dining table with 
six chairs including 
two carvers. Very 
good condition, £99 
Telephone 07920 
487939.

 GARDEN
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden 
display items. Prices 
from £30, Telephone 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 

decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².

 GARDEN MACHINERY

JOHN DEERE 900 3 
gang ride-on mower. 
Good condition and 
recent service, £3,750 
ono no VAT payable, 
Telephone 07919 
236451².

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

ELECTRIC SEWING 
MACHINE, fully working, 
good condition, £20, 
Telephone 01546 
886671.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD,white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on  01586 554975.

 MAIL ORDER

SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends 
at home or abroad. 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

 PET ACCESSORIES

WATERPROOF DOG 
BED, heavy duty 
waterproof, size med/
large, burgundy colour, 
never used, suit labrador 
or similar size dog,  £20 
Telephone 01631 562272.

 POULTRY
AA MACINTYRE 
POULTRY Delivery to 
Argyll and Lochaber 

week commencing April 
2. Point of Lay Pullets 
incl: Rhode Rock, Isa 
Brown, Speckledy, 
White star, Sussex 
Star, Telephone 01292 
591266/07779 311149².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL, market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on  01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on  01586 554975.

 WANTED
LAND ROVER 
DEFENDER 90 Project 
Car/MOT Failure. Will 
Uplift,  Telephone 07753 
775140².

CARAVAN/
MOTOR 

CARAVAN

 
Telephone

01880 730326
with email
address for 

detailed listing.

COMPREHENSIVE 
ITINERARY FOR 
2 OR 4 BERTH,

£225
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE
Oban & Lorn 

Fundraising Branch
Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

In memory of Catherine MacLeod

Senior reporter
Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Thought for the week

EASTER is so much more than 
chocolate eggs, daffodils and 
holidays.

Easter is a story of love, of 
God’s love, but where was love 
that fi rst Easter?

Jesus was betrayed by one of 
his own disciples, arrested and 
led away to be tried, accused of 
lawbreaking by false witnesses. 
The other disciples deserted him.

Manipulation and people power 
determined his fate. Soldiers took 
Jesus away to be crucifi ed and, in 
agony, he died.

The sins of jealousy, prejudice, 
hate, injustice and deceit nailed 
Jesus to the cross. They are our 
sins too and sin separates us from 
God.

By offering himself to be put 
to death in place of every person, 

Jesus made it possible for people 
to be reunited with God. This 
was God’s loving intervention 
through his Son for us.

But death was not the end! God 
raised Jesus to life. Three days af-
ter Jesus died, some friends went 
to his tomb and found it empty.

An angel there said: ‘Don’t be 
afraid, He isn’t here, He is risen!’

They hurried from the tomb to 

tell the disciples. Suddenly, Jesus 
met them and greeted them; he 
was alive!

Jesus defeated sin and death for 
us and we can share his risen life 
by placing our trust in God. Jesus 
is God’s gift of victorious love, 
giving us life and hope.

Rev Carol Leech

‘God gave Jesus to die for our sins, he raised him 
to life, so that we would be made acceptable to God’ - 

Romans 4  v25

BIRTHS 
PATERSON - Isla Kathryn, 
born on February 20, 2018 at 
Forth Valley Royal Hospital, 
Larbert to Euan and Lorna 
Paterson, Port Appin. A little 
sister for Emma. Second 
grandchild for David and 
Audrey Paterson, Taynuilt and 
seventh grandchild for Ian and 
Lorna Wallace, Appin.
PATERSON - Louis Kenealy 
Angus born on February 23, 
2018 at the Princess Royal 
Maternity Hospital, Glasgow. 
First child for Innes and Edel 
Paterson, Bishopbriggs. Third 
grandchild for both sets of 
grandparents, David and 
Audrey Paterson, Taynuilt and 
John and Dympna Kenealy, 
Craigavon, Northern Ireland.

GOLDEN WEDDING
CLARK - GARROW - 
Alasdair to Joan, married on 
April 4, 1968 by Rev Ian F 
Montgomery at Queen Street 
Church, Inverness.

DEATHS
ASHBY -  Peacefully, 
surrounded by family on 
March 14, 2018, in Suffolk, 
Margaret Ashby, formerly of 
Little Ganavan, Oban, beloved 
Mother, Grandmother and 
Great Grandmother. Funeral 
service to be held at Seven 
Hills Crematorium, Ipswich 
on Friday April 20, at 3.00pm. 
Family fl owers only, but 
donations if desired to the 
RSPB, c/o Co-op Funeralcare, 
64 New St, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, IP12 1DX.
BANKS - Passed away at 
Cornhill, Perth on Tuesday  
March 20, 2018, David (Banks 
of Perth) aged 85 years, much 
loved husband of the late 
Muriel, loving dad of Rona and 
James and a doting grandpa 
of Arran and Cara. He will be 
dearly missed by all his family 
and friends. 
CAMERON - Sadie. 
Peacefully passed away on 
Sunday March 25, 2018, after 
a short illness at the age of 85. 
From Kinlochleven and later 
living in Onich. She was the 
head teacher at Kinlochleven 
Primary School for many 
years and was the wife of the 
late John Cameron. She later 
moved to Biggar in 1997 to be 
closer to her family. There she 
became a valued member of 
the community even receiving 
an award for her extensive 
contributions to the Gillespie 
Centre and the community as 
a whole. She was a wonderful 
mother to Alastair and mother 
-in-law to Dorothy, devoted 
and caring granny to Andrew 
and Ewen, loving sister to 
Edith, Ruth and Marjorie and 
a supportive and loyal friend 
to many. Her happy spirit and 
kindness will live on in those 
who knew her for many years 
to come. A Service of Thanks 
giving for Sadie’s life will take 
place in Biggar Kirk (today) 
Thursday April 5, at 1.30pm, 
to which all friends are invited.
CARNIE - Peacefully at the 
Lorn & Islands Hospital Oban 
on March 28, 2018, Janet (Jenny) 
aged 81, beloved wife of the late 
Maurice, much loved Mother 
and Grandmother.  Funeral 
service will take place at Oban 
Parish Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Monday 9, 
April at 1.00 pm.  Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.
ELLIOT -  Peacefully, at 
Belford Hospital, on Saturday, 
March 31, 2018, Doris Elliot, 
Achnabaich. Daughter of the 
late Walter and Mary, loving 
sister of Walter, dearly loved 
aunt and great-aunt. Funeral 
Service will take place on 
Monday, April 9, at 11am in 
St. Munda’s Parish Church, 
Ballachulish; thereafter to 
Blarour Cemetery, Spean 
Bridge. All friends are 
respectfully invited. Flowers 

welcome. Donations, if desired, 
for Lochaber Palliative Care 
can be given at the Church or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William.
KENNEDY - Peacefully, 
at home with his family, on 
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018, 
following a short illness 
endured privately with his 
typical humour and great 
courage, Iain Kennedy, aged 
88 years. (Joiner/Funeral 
Director and former proprietor 
of John McLellan & Co, Fort 
William), beloved husband 
of the late Grace, adored dad 
of Grace Eileen and Heather, 
devoted grandad of Emma, 
Rhuaraidh, Holly, Laura and 
Cameron, best great-grandad 
in the world to Calleigh and a 
dearly loved friend to many. 
Funeral Service will take place 
on Friday April 6, at 12noon in 
Kilmonivaig Parish Church, 
Spean Bridge, thereafter to 
Blarour Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations, 
if desired, to Macmillan Nurses 
and Community Nurses can be 
given at the Church door. All 
friends are respectfully invited.
MACEACHEN - Katie. 
Passed away peacefully in 
Edinburgh on  February 24, 
2018, Katie, (née MacPhee), 
retired District Nursing 
Sister, formerly of Benbecula, 
beloved wife of the late Donald 
Alex MacEachen and a dear 
mother, grandmother and 
mother-in-law. Sadly missed. 
Katie’s nursing career included 
two years in the Taynuilt 
district in the early 1950s.
PORTER - Suddenly, on 
Friday, March 30, 2018, 
aged 57 years, John, beloved 
husband of Barbara and much 
loved father of Michael and 
Sasha.  Sadly missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACKINNON - The 
family of the late Margaret 
MacKinnon, Kingsley, Lady 
Ileene Road, Tarbert would 
like to thank Hamish Hoey 
Funeral Directors for their 
dignifi ed professionalism 
and also Ellen Gibson for her 
personal and compassionate 
service.  Sincere thanks to 
all those who expressed their 
condolences.  We would also 
like to say a special thank you 
to the home carers and the staff 
at Mid-Argyll Community 
Hospital.
PATERSON - The family of 
the late Ian Paterson would 
like to convey their heartfelt 
thanks to all relatives, friend 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
extended to them following 
Ian’s sudden passing. Special 
thanks to those who were 
able to attend his service 
at Inverness Crematorium. 
Sincere thanks to Scott, Linnie 
and Billy of John McLellan 
Funeral Directors for their 
impeccable attention to detail 
and for their caring funeral 
arrangements.
RANKIN - The family 
of the late Marion Rankin 
of Corpach would like to 
thank all family and friends 
for the kind and thoughtful 
expressions of sympathy 
shown to them following their 
sad loss. Grateful thanks to the 
staff at the Belford Hospital for 

the care given to Mum, to the 
Rev Corbett for his comforting 
service, to Callum MacColl 
for playing the pipes, to John 
McLellan & Co for the funeral 
arrangements and to the staff at 
Corpach Hotel for the funeral 
tea. Finally thanks to all who 
paid their last respects and who 
kindly donated £357.07 to the 
Belford Hospital.

IN MEMORIAM
CAMERON – Precious 
memories of Hugh, devoted 
husband and dad, father-in-law
and grampa who passed away 
March 31, 2002. Loved and 
remembered every day.
- Bella and family
CLARK - Remembering with 
love my fi ance George who 
died on April 7, 2006.
I will always love you.
- Jackie xx
HEAP - In loving memory of 
my son and our brother Edward 
Alexander (Eddie) accidentally 
killed at work on April 4, 1979 
aged 18 years.
Deep in our hearts memories 
are kept
Of the one we loved and will 
never forget.
Sadly missed.
- By mum and all the family.
MACARTHUR - With loving 
memories of our mum Morag 
who died April 6, 1991.
- From Lorna and Neil. 
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of Alister, passed 
away April 1, 1982 and Martha, 
April 13, 2003.
Time may pass and fade away
But love and memories forever stay.
- Alister and Angus, Cath and 
family.
McNEILL - In loving memory 
of Wilma who died April 9, 2016.
I visit your last resting place
Put fl owers there with care
But no one knows the heartache
When I turn and leave you there.
- Your loving husband Seamus 
x
Good Night from Owen xx
McPHAIL - In loving memory 
of our dear mum, Mary, who 
passed away April 3, 2004 
and our dear dad, Charlie, 
who passed away February 16, 
2017. Sadly missed. Forver in 
our thoughts. 
- John Sheonaid and Drew, 
Dalmally
Love and miss you always 
granny and grandpa
- Elizabeth and Andrew xxxx
McPHEE - In loving memory 
of my husband, father, father-
in-law, and grandpa, Willie, 
who died on April 8, 2005. 
Always loved, never forgotten. 
- His wife, Margaret, and 
family at home and away.
PROSSER - MAXWELL - In 
loving memory of my darling 
daughter Yvonne Elizabeth, 
called to Jesus on April 6, 1989, 
age 3 years.
A rose bud, petals tightly furled 
was lifted from her mortal clay 
And fi rmly planted in a world 
where full blooms grow in rich 
array.
- Love mummy
SKINNER - In loving 
memory of my dear parents, 
Alec who died April 7, 1977 
and Chrissie, who died April 3, 
2004. Also my uncles Donald 
and Dick and my Aunts Ina, 
Peggy and Agnes. 
-From Richard, Creiff

‘IT is with great sadness 
that I report [chemistry 
teacher] John Porter 
has passed away,’ writes 
Oban High School’s head 
teacher Peter Bain.

‘John has worked in 
our Science Faculty for 
more than 25 years and 
consequently has been 
an inspiration to thou-
sands of our children.

‘Only a few days ago, 
John observed that he 
thought he would see 
out his days in the old 
school. Prophetic.

‘John’s success, indeed 
the success of all the 
pupils who benefited 
from his skills as a 
teacher, can be attrib-
uted to not only his 

sound knowledge of his 
subject and decades of 
practise getting pupils 
ready for exams but to 
his unique personality.

‘John was a calm 
teacher, with occasional 
displeasure rarely being 
audible. 

‘My enduring recol-
lection of his classroom 
management lies in my 
observations of him 
using mere facial ex-
pressions to control and 
direct his classes.

‘Misbehaviour was 
corrected with a frown 
and a downward motion 
of his head. 

‘Suspected foul play in 
the offing; a squint and 
pursed lips redressed 

the situation. Adulation 
and pride when his 
pupils demonstrated 
what they had learned 
that day was met with 
a raised chin and wry 
smile: ‘‘There you go 
Mr Bain, seems they 
were listening after all’’.

‘As well as being pop-
ular with our children, 
John also gained the re-
spect and friendship of 
all his colleagues: both 
in and out of school.

His calm approach 
and wry humour could 
be found not only in the 
class but frequently in 
staff gatherings, large 
ones in the hall; smaller 
ones at the school gates, 
where he liked to take 

in the fresh air at breaks 
and lunchtimes.

‘Whether having a 
chat around the back 
of seven in the pouring 
rain where we would 
meet walking our dogs, 
or in the corridors of 
science, John always 
conveyed to me what it 
was like to be the per-
fect gentleman. 

‘I found him to be ex-
ceptionally pleasant, he 
made me smile and he 
was a fantastic teacher.

‘I will miss him 
greatly, as will his 
colleagues and pupils. 
Our thoughts are with 
his wife Barbara and 
children Michael and 
Sasha.’

Obituary – John Porter

All change at Argyll 
and Bute Third Sector 
Interface
ARGYLL and Bute Third 
Sector Interface (TSI) has 
announced its new top 
team with the appoint-
ment of a new chairman 
and chief executive.

Jim Hayle is the new 
chairman of Argyll and 
Bute Third Sector Inter-
face.

Mr Hayle said: ‘I am 
very pleased to take over 
as chairman of the Argyll 
and Bute TSI. 

‘John Stevens, the out-
going chairman, has led 
the organisation very well 
through a difficult period.

‘With the appointment of 
our new CEO, I now wish 
to focus on improving the 
way that the TSI delivers 
advice and assistance 
to volunteers and those 
organisations providing 
support in communities 
across Argyll and Bute.’

The new chief executive 

is Kirsteen Murray, who 
joins after a career span-
ning the private public and 
voluntary sectors.

From 2016 to 2017, Kirst-
een was interim national 
director in Scotland for 
Diabetes UK.

Kirsteen said: ‘I’m look-
ing forward very much 
to developing strong and 
supportive working rela-
tionships with all of our 
stakeholders in Argyll and 
Bute – voluntary sector 
organisations, social en-
terprises and our statutory 
sector partners, as well as 
gaining a deep understand-
ing of what is important to 
the local communities that 
we serve.’

With offices across 
Argyll and Bute, including 
Oban, Islay, Lochgilphead 
and Campbeltown TSI 
helps communities to help 
themselves through vol-

unteers and volunteer-run 
organisations. This can be 
in the form of helping with 
organisational structure, 

income generation, char-
ity regulations, sourcing 
and applying for funding 
and more.

Jim Hayle is the new chairman of 
Argyll and Bute Third Sector Interface.
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Lochaber club 
lotteries
Lottery numbers

Fort William   2
Cove Rangers  12
Highland League

Olympic 
medallist 
visits 
Highland
ski resorts

WINTER Olympics 2018 snow-
board bronze medallist Billy 
Morgan had a blast during his 
whistle-stop tour of two High-
land snow sports areas recently.

Billy spent less than 48 hours 
in Scotland but during that 
time packed in visits to Glencoe 
Mountain Resort and Nevis 
Range in Fort William.

Earlier this year, the South-
ampton-born boarder created 
history, becoming the first 
British male snowboard athlete 
to win an Olympic medal, se-
curing the bronze in the men’s 
snowboard Big Air event at 
the 2018 PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics.

An informal Q&A session 
with competitors in the Coe Cup 
on Saturday evening, March 
24, proved quite entertaining, 
particularly when Billy had a 
slight problem with some of the 
broad Glasgow accents. Early 
next morning he cut some fresh 
tracks on Glencoe Mountain’s 
pistes before leading a really 
great session with local children 
in the terrain park.

All too soon, he was on the 
road again to Nevis Range, 
where he joined one of the snow-
board instructors in a terrain 
park session for some extremely 
excited local youngsters. As 
this was Ski-Scotland SnowFest 
weekend, Billy also took place 
of honour in the now-traditional 
mass descent, leading skiers 
and snowboarders down the hill 
from the top of the Quad chair-
lift. There was another Q&A 
session and autograph signing 
in the Snow Goose Restaurant 
and time for a leisurely dinner 
with Nevis Range staff.

Before flying back to Switzer-
land on Monday, Billy said: ‘I’ve 
really enjoyed my few hours in 
Scotland’s snowy mountains. 
The views were amazing, 
particularly from Nevis Range 
down to sea level. And I 
couldn’t believe how excited 
the kids were to learn a few tips 
from me.’

Olympic medalist Billy Morgan 
had a slope session with some 

young boarders at Glencoe 
Mountain Resort and he joined 
young boarders at Nevis Range 

in a terrain park session. 

10-pin bowling 
singles results

AFTER week one of the 10-pin 
bowling singles leagues at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William, 
Brian Johnstone leads the 
scratch league with 15 points, 
followed by Pam Weller with 
14 points with Jacob Payne in 
third place with 13 points. The 
handicap league is led by Jacob 
Payne with 15 points followed 
by Mo Mason on 14 points with 
Iain Gregor in third place on 13 
points.

Brian Johnstone leads the 
chase for the Nevis Radio 
High Pin Trophy with 461 
pins followed by Pam Weller 
in second with 453 and Jacob 
Payne in third with 447 pins.

The top individual scratch 
game this week came from Brian 
Johnstone with a 188 while Jacob 
Payne rolled 172. Brian John-
stone had the best three-game 
scratch series with 461 and Jacob 
Payne had the best three-game 
handicap series with 645.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 5, 6 
and 18. There was one winner, 
Anne Taylor, who won the 
£1,000 jackpot. The jackpot for 
next week will return to £100 
for the draw today (Thursday 
March 29).

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 6, 7 
and 17. The were no winners 
this week so the jackpot for 
next week will be £500.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 3, 8 and 16. There was 
one lucky winner this week, Liz 
MacGillivray in Kinlochleven, 
who won the £1,400 on offer.. 
Next week’s draw will have a 
prize of £200.

Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 1, 2 and 20. There 
were no winners this week so 
next week’s jackpot will be 
£500.

League leaders Cove put 
dozen past Fort William

FORT William fell to their third 
double-figure league defeat on 
Saturday as table-toppers Cove 
Rangers showed their champi-
onship-winning credentials at 
Claggan Park.

Two goals against the runaway 
league leaders will be scant 
consolation for the Lochaber 
side as a devastating attacking 

Fort William forward, Iain MacLellan,  takes on Cove’s Daniel Park. 

The Fort’s Michael Gillespie puts in a strong tackle on Cove’s Grant 
Campbell. Photos: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

performance secured a 10-goal 
winning margin for visiting 
Cove.

Claggan Park has become a 
happy hunting ground for teams 
in the top half of the Highland 
League this year and Saturday 
was no different as Cove settled 
into their rhythm very early.

After just four minutes, Mitch 
Megginson opened the scoring 
for the visitors. Despite the ear-
ly setback, Fort retaliated with 
a score of their own courtesy of 

an own goal from Cove defender 
Eric Watson on eight minutes.

That small glimmer of hope 
for Fort William was short-lived 
as Watson quickly made amends 
for his own goal, scoring just a 
few minutes later to put Cove 
back in front.

Daniel Park nudged Cove fur-
ther in front a few minutes later 
before a Paul McManus brace 
to make it 5-1 at the half-time 
break.

Megginson got his second of 
the match on the 48th minute 
before Paul McManus netted 
another couple of goals to take 
hi tally for the day to four just 
after the hour mark.

Fort William afforded 
themselves some relief from 
the onslaught after they won a 
penalty. Captain Iain Foggo dis-
patched the spot-kick to double 
the Fort’s tally for the afternoon 
– the first time they’ve scored 
more than one goal in a match 
since December.

Rather than temper the visi-
tors’ scoring mood, Foggo’s goal 
seemed to antagonise the Cove 
attackers who were now intent 
on reaching double figures by 
the end of the match.

Substitute Jonathan Smith 
came off the bench to net a 
quick-fire double in the last 10 
minutes, while Watson got his 
second of the match just before 
Ryan Stott finished off the scor-

ing in injury time to make it 12 
for the day for Cove.

That win means that Cove 
move a step closer to securing 
the Highland League title, sit-
ting three points clear with four 
games in hand.

Fort William, however, remain 
bottom of the league and, with 
Strathspey Thistle picking up 
several points in a recent good 
run, including Saturday’s vic-

tory against Lossiemouth, the 
Fort are now nine points adrift.

The Fort take on Nairn Coun-
ty on Wednesday in an evening 
kick-off. They are playing at 
home on Saturday April 7, 
against their  nearest bottom-of-
the-table rivals Keith with a 3pm 
kick-off.

Fort William secure Shiel 
Buses shirt sponsorship

Shiel Buses managing director David MacGillivray hands over 
the club’s new sponsored � rst team strip to club captain James 

Tangney and the � rst team at An Aird. 
IF F14 Fort Sponsors 01. Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image

FORT William Shinty Club 
have agreed a new sponsorship 
deal with a local bus company 
for this year’s shinty season.

Shiel Buses are the new shirt 
sponsor for the Lochaber club 
this year, having paid for new 
strips for all of the separate 
teams that represent the club.

Club chairman Duncan 
MacPhee said: ‘We are very 
lucky to have five sets of new 
strips for all our teams paid for 
by the generosity of the MacGil-
livray family from Acharacle, 
owners of the very successful  
local company, Shiel Buses.

‘Shiel Buses are an ideal match 
to sponsor Fort William Shinty 
Club, as it is a West Highlands-
owned and controlled business 
and their headquarters are 

now based in the Fort. We are 
delighted to be associated with 
Shiel Buses and thank them 
sincerely for their support.’

Mr MacGillivray presented 
the new kits to the first team 
last week and is pleased to be 
supporting the club.

He said: ‘We have been 
fortunate in that recently our 
business has gone from strength 
to strength. We are delighted 
to have this opportunity to put 
something back into the com-
munity that supports us. Shinty 
is the sport of the Gaels – Scot-
land’s other national sport – and 
it is good to see it thriving in 
this area.’

Organisers hail Ski-an-Duro success
ORGANISERS are ‘delighted’ 
with the first instalment of the 
new ski and biking enduro race, 
Ski-an-Duro, which was hosted 
by Nevis Range, along with 
event partners No Fuss Events, 
a fortnight ago.

The event, which took place 
on Sunday March 25, combined 
snow and ski/board cross with 
mountain bike enduro and 
attracted dozens of competitors 
up the gondola.

The race had originally been 
scheduled to take place on 
March 17, but the weather front 
nicknamed the ‘Beast from the 
East’ meant that the race date 
was carried over to the follow-
ing weekend.

Nevis Range was buzzing with 
anticipation from first thing on 
Sunday as Ski-an-Duro par-
ticipants registered from 7am, 
alongside the SKIMO racers 
also competing at Nevis Range 
and eager fans of snowboarding 
Olympian Billy Morgan.

The format for Ski-an-Duro 

was remarkably simple, as par-
ticipants completed two quali-
fying stages with their combined 
time giving them a grid position 
for the final mass start stage.

Stage one was a classic enduro 
mountain bike stage, utilising 
one of the many legendary bike 
tracks stages at Nevis Range. 
Stage two, the snow sport stage, 
maximised the existing snow 
cover for skiers or boarders 
making the most of the amazing 
snow conditions.

The final stage comprised a 
mass start race from the top of 
the mountain all the way to the 
bottom. Participants skied and 
boarded down to the transition 
area at the top station where 
they switched to their mountain 
bikes and descended the moun-
tain using the world famous 
mountain bike downhill course 
and other classic enduro routes 
that the mountain has to offer.

Frazer Coupland, from No 
Fuss Events, said: ‘We have been 
delighted with the response 

to this event, the atmosphere 
on race day was amazing, big 
smiles, high fives as well as some 
healthy amounts of trepidation 
(that was from us as organisers). 
We certainly envisage growing 
this event going forward into 
2019.’

Lochaber competitor Fergus 
Lamb finished top of the po-
dium with an impressive com-
bined time for all three stages, 
beating second-placed Moray 
Goodfellow by just 10 seconds.

Chris O’Brien, from Nevis 
Range, reported an amazing 
day’s racing leading to an in-
credible atmosphere on the hill 
at Nevis Range.

He said: ‘The staff here always 
love a No Fuss event and we’ll 
be working closely with Frazer 
and Spook to bring you more 
incredible events in 2018 as well 
as a bigger better faster Ski an 
Duro in 2019.’

Ski-an-Duro

Saints take on 
Goldenhill in
the last eight
Football

OBAN Saints will take on 
Goldenhill in the last eight of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup. 
Goldenhill defeated Edinburgh 
side Sandys 3-2 in last Satur-
day’s replay.
 The quarter final tie between 
Goldenhill and Saints will take 
place at the Donald Dewar 
Sports Centre on Saturday 
April 7 kicking of at 2pm.
 This will be a tough ask for 
Saints as Goldenhill are a 
top class outfit and one of the 
favourites for the national 
competition.
 The Oban side have reached 
the semi-finals for the last two 
season and will be hoping to go 
one better this year and make 
the final which is due to be 
played at Hampden Park at the 
end of May.

Competitors set o�  on the snow stage of the enduro event. Photo: Nevis Range. 
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Women’s rugby

Oban Lorne Ladies 
are looking the part

Oban Lorne Ladies resplendent in their new after-match kit along with coach Corrie Louw and  team managers Darrell Williams and 
Ellie MacNiven.

Oban Lorne Ladies captain Laura MacCormick with John and Kirsty MacNiven of JAM Drilling Ltd, 
who kindly sponsored new after-match kit for Oban Lorne Ladies. 

OBAN Lorne Ladies have 
hopes of reaching their first 
ever national final as the team 
prepare for the semi-final clash 
this weekend.

Sunday’s BT Women’s Bowl 
semi-final for the ladies will 
be played at home against 
National One opposition Howe 
of Fife Harlequins, who have 
been having a strong season 
in their league, one tier above 
Oban Lorne Ladies.

After securing a league win 

with two games still to play, 
Oban have had a strong 2017/18 
season. The team have won all 
their league fixtures, racking 
up some impressive scorelines 
in the process.

The ladies have been training 
hard for Sunday’s game against 
Harlequins. The winner of the 
match will play in the final at 
BT Murrayfield on Saturday 
April 28 against the winner of 
the other semi-final between 
Orkney and Garioch.

Howe of Fife will provide 
Oban with what will surely be 
their most challenging and 
physical game of the season. 

The Oban side have home 
advantage as the game will 
take place at Glencruitten, 
and coach Corrie Louw, along 
with team managers Darrell 
Williams and Ellie MacNiven, 
have a strong team available for 
selection. 

Please get along to Glen-
cruitten and support the team 

in this very important game. 
Kick-off  is at 2pm with the bar 
and clubhouse open all day. 
There will also be a raffle with 
proceeds going to Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club.

Team captain Laura Mac-
Cormick said: ‘This is a huge 
achievement for the team and 
the support of the town would 
be greatly appreciated.’

Oban 2006s were 
down in Glasgow 
recently at Murray Park, 
the Rangers training 
centre.
  After a tour of the 
facility, it was out to 
the training pitch to be 
put through their paces 
by one of the Rangers 
youth team coaches, with 
a session designed to 
help the team with the 
transition to 11-a-side 
football. 

A RECENT charity shoot in Tarbert 
raised more than £500 – and rising – for the 
Glasgow Children’s Hospital charity.

Organised by Craig Samborek, 20 
people took part in the shoot, with prizes 
generously donated by retailers including 

Shoot raises money for children’s hospital
Fyne Tackle, Anglers Corner, Murray’s 
Smoke House and Tam Little. Craig’s 
colleagues at DA MacDonald builders also 
kindly contributed to the total.

Craig thanks everyone who attended the 
shoot and those who donated.

Craig would also like to thank the 
individuals who contributed prizes and 
vouchers for the winners on the day.

Shooting

Oban boys
pay a visit 
to Rangers
training
ground
Youth football

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3900
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

B MacDonald
Alma Road
Fort William

I Gibson
Morvern Hill
Oban
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Cup competitions get under way

Oban Camanachd’s David La� erty is sandwiched between Lovat players Daniel Grieve and Mark 
Kelly during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest Premiership match at Moss� eld Stadium which

ended in a 2-2 draw. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Beauly’s MacKay Murray gets his block in on Lochaber’s John 
MacKenzie. Photographs: Neil Paterson.

Some ‘keepy-uppy’ from Kyles Athletic’s Thomas Whyte as he’s 
chased by Glenurquhart’s Eddie Tembo. Photograph: Donald Cameron.

HOLDERS Newtonmore, Kin-
lochshiel, Lochaber and Caber-
feidh all won their cottages.com 
fi rst round ties, whilst Bute and 
Col Glen made Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup progress following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
March 31. 

Cottages.com 
MacTavish Cup – 
� rst round
Newtonmore 7
Kilmallie 0  
Holders Newtonmore are through 
to the cottages.com MacTavish 
Cup second round after defeating 
Kilmallie 7-0 in their 3pm throw 
up at The Eilan. 

Newtonmore’s Steven Mac-
Donald was still out, whilst Kil-
mallie’s Innes Blackhall started a 
two-match ban.

This was a repeat of last year’s 
fi nal which Newtonmore won 3-2.

Evan Menzies hit an early double 
with goals on 17 and 25 minutes 
putting his side 2-0 ahead.

Ewan Fraser on 36 minutes and 
David MacLean three minutes lat-
er made it 4-0 at the turnaround. 

Ewan Fraser got his second a 
couple of minutes into the second 
half and Glen MacKintosh made it 
6-0 on 54 minutes.

Iain Robinson rounded off the 
scoring when he made it 7-0 with 
four minutes remaining.

Kinlochshiel 5
Inverness 0 
Marine Harvest Premiership lead-
ers Kinlochshiel were comfortable 
5-0 winners over Marine Harvest 
National Division side Inverness 
at Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel had Paul MacRae 

back from injury and he started on 
the bench alongside Oliver Mac-
Rae who has missed the opening 
weeks of the season as he was 
abroad. Kinlochshiel were still 
without Scott MacLean.

Inverness manager Callum 
McLeod travelled six players 
light with Dougie Rankin and 
the suspended James MacKenzie 
amongst their absentees. James 
Cameron, Andy Reid and Daniel 
Palombo were also unavailable. 
Drew McNeil played at full centre. 

John MacRae opened the scor-
ing on 15 minutes when he ran to 
the edge of the ‘D’ before sending 
a screamer past a helpless Allan 
MacLeod in the Inverness goal. 

Ali Nixon made it 2-0 on 29 
minutes with a tap-in from close 
range.

Keith MacRae punished a de-
fensive lapse to add a third on 35 
minutes and got another a minute 
before the break. 

Kinlochshiel manager Johnston 
Gill introduced Oliver MacRae 
for the fi rst time this season at the 
start of the second half. Young 
Duncan Matheson also came on. 

Jordan Fraser made it 5-0 on 
55 minutes. Allan MacLeod had 
made a save but a scuffed clear-
ance fell for Fraser at the edge of 
the ‘D’ and he made no mistake. 

Captain Paul MacRae played the 
last 35 minutes on his return from 
an elbow injury.

Inverness defended well for the 
remainder of the game, with Allan 
Macleod keeping out any further 
efforts on goal. 

Kinlochshiel’s Donald Nixon 
had an outstanding game in the 
middle of the park. 

Beauly 1
Lochaber 2
Premiership side Lochaber came 
from a goal down to defeat Beauly 
from the league below 2-1 at 
Braeview Park.

Beauly’s Liam Girvan returned 
to Alan MacRae’s squad and start-
ed on the bench with Greg Tillman 
and Daniel Lamont.

Lochaber’s Brian MacDonald 
was free of suspension and he was 
also listed as a substitute along 
with Connor Sweeney, Stuart 
Matheson and player/manager 
Neil MacDonald. 

Beauly’s Robbie Brindle opened 
the scoring on 28 minutes but 
Shaun Nicolson beat home keeper 
Josh Grant to make it 1-1 with 33 
minutes played. 

The tie’s decisive goal came 
fi ve minutes from half time when 
former Newtonmore player John 
MacKenzie scored his fi rst com-
petitive Lochaber goal.  

Beauly competed well and, if 

they had taken more of their fi rst 
half chances, it might have been a 
different outcome.

However, with no scoring in the 
second half, it is Lochaber who go 
forward to this Saturday’s second 
round draw which takes place at 
Balgate after the fi nal fi rst round 
tie between Lovat and Kingussie. 

Caberfeidh 8
Strathglass 0 
Caberfeidh kept their good recent 
run going when they beat Strath-
glass 8-0 at Castle Leod.

Caberfeidh’s Martin MacDonald 
hadn’t recovered from a hand inju-
ry sustained in the league win over 
Skye the previous week, whilst 
Hamish Myers will miss the next 
few months for Strathglass as he 
is abroad. 

Kevin Bartlett made it 1-0 on 
14 minutes and Craig Morrison 
added a second fi ve minutes later. 

Bartlett got his second on 28 
minutes and Gavin McLaughlan 
made it 4-0 on 34 minutes. 

Kevin Bartlett completed his 
hat-trick a couple of minutes be-
fore half-time to give Caberfeidh 
a 5-0 lead.

Strathglass had no answer to 
Kevin Bartlett and he netted a 
quick-fi re double on 60 and 62 
minutes to make it 7-0.   

Kevin Bartlett made it 11 goals 
in four games this season when he 
scored his sixth goal of the after-
noon to make it 8-0 on 76 minutes. 

Glasgow Celtic 
Society Celtic Cup 
– � rst round
Oban Celtic 0
Bute 1 
Bute will host Glasgow Mid Ar-
gyll in the Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup quarter-fi nals after they beat 
Oban Celtic 1-0 in their noon 
throw-up at Mossfi eld.

Ian McDonald and Robert 
Walker were always a threat in a 
Bute attack which displayed good 
movement and Jack Hill in the 
Oban Celtic goal made a couple of 
good fi rst half saves.  

The game’s only goal came on 
49 minutes. Robert Walker got the 
better of his marker and pushed 
the ball to his right before sending 
a knee-high shot into the net to 
make it 1-0. 

Oban Celtic had their share of 
possession and they dominated 
proceedings during the fi nal 10 
minutes of the game. 

However with Andy MacDonald 
and Daniel Madej subdued in 
attack, they never really tested 
Kevin Queen in the Bute goal. 

Bute again showed they are on 
the way back to former glories 
and their next round meeting with 
GMA will provide another stern 
test. 

Oban Celtic were a shadow of the 
side which beat Strathglass a week 
earlier and they really missed Ally 
McKerracher’s infl uence at full 
centre.   

Col Glen W/O
v Taynuilt 
Col Glen were given a walk-over 
when injury-hit visitors Taynuilt 
were unable to fi eld a team for 
their tie at Glendaruel.

Col Glen now have home ad-
vantage against Inveraray in the 
second round.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Oban Camanachd 2
Lovat 2
An Andrew MacCuish goal a cou-
ple of minutes from time earned 
Oban Camanachd a well-deserved 
2-2 draw against Lovat in their 
3pm throw-up at Mossfi eld.

Oban Camanachd keeper Gavin 
Stobbart was still out injured so 
Cameron Sutherland continued 
in goal. Garry Lord, Aidan 
MacIntyre and Willie Neilson all 
returned from injury and started. 
Scott MacMillan was at centre, 
fl anked by Malcolm Clark and 
Andrew MacCuish. 

Lovat’s Drew Howie was injured 

so Daniel Grieve went to full back 
and Craig Mainland returned to 
the side in defence. Lorne MacK-
ay was also back and started on 
the bench. Lewis Tawse returned 
to the side at half forward. 

The pitch was in great condition, 
despite this being the second game 
of the afternoon. 

There were few shots on target 
during the fi rst half, although 
Daniel MacVicar forced a good 
save from Stuart MacDonald. 

Lovat manager Fraser Gallacher 
replaced Chris Johnston with 
Lorne MacKay at the break.  

The second half was only a 
minute old when Lovat’s Scotland 
forward Greg Matheson scored 
with a typical opportunist strike. 
Lorne MacKay played a disputed 
free-hit from the left, high towards 
the back post, and Greg Matheson 
rolled his marker before hitting 
a fi ne back-hand shot across the 
keeper into the far corner of the 
net to make it 1-0. 

Oban Camanachd levelled on 56 
minutes when Willie Neilson ran 
onto a ball up the wing. Neilson 
played a diagonal ball into the 
danger area. Craig MacDougall 
let the ball run and it fell perfectly 
for Daniel MacVicar who crashed 
a shot into the roof of the net from 
the edge of the box. 

Lovat regained the lead on the 
hour mark. A pass was played into 
the feet of full forward Marc Ma-
cLachlan and he knocked the ball 
to his right where Greg Matheson 
ran across the penalty spot and, 
with very little back-lift, smashed 
a 20-yard shot into the roof of the 
net before the keeper could even 
react. 

Oban Camanachd manager Ian 
Hay moved Scott MacMillan, 
Daniel Cameron and Andrew 
MacCuish up front for the fi nal 15 
minutes of the match. This seemed 
to disrupt the Lovat defence and 
the visitors were pinned back as 
the Oban side went in search of an 
equaliser. 

The Lovat goal had a let-off 
when Stuart MacDonald saved 
well from Daniel Cameron fol-
lowing a goalmouth melee. With 
the Lovat keeper on the ground, 
the ball rolled along the goal line 
but, with no Oban forwards close 
enough to take advantage, the 
keeper managed to scramble the 
ball away. 

It sometimes got just too crowd-
ed in the Lovat goal area but Oban 
Camanachd conjured up a second 
equaliser with just two minutes 
remaining when, following 
another scramble in the danger 
area, Andrew MacCuish thumped 
a shot into the top corner of the net 
from 10 yards out.  

Whilst Lovat will be frustrated 
to lose a late goal, Oban Cama-
nachd deserved at least a draw 
from the game. 

After the match, Oban Cama-
nachd manager Ian Hay said: ‘I 
was really pleased with how we 
played. Lovat have been a bogey 
team for us and there have been 
times when we have outplayed 
them but they have gone on to win 
the game. When they went 2-1 up 
I thought ‘not again’ but the boys 
got stuck in about it and got their 
reward.

‘We tried to play high up the 
park to get close to their goal as 
their keeper Stuart MacDonald 
is an expert at saving shots from 
distance. We battled really well 
and the changes at the end seemed 
to give us an edge. We could have 
won the game, but we certainly 
didn’t deserve to lose as I thought 
we were the better team. We have 
a diffi cult game away to Caber-
feidh this Saturday but this result 
sets us up nicely for that.’ 

Glenurquhart 0
Kyles Athletic 2
Kyles Athletic got back to win-
ning ways when they beat Glenur-
quhart 2-0 in their 3pm throw-up 
at Blairbeg.

Glenurquhart’s David MacLen-
nan returned from suspension and 
started at full centre with Arran 
MacDonald and Eddie Tembo 
making up the rest of the midfi eld. 
Fraser Heath was at buckshee 
back. Michael Fraser was used 
sparingly at full forward and 
seemed to be carrying an injury. 

Kyles Athletic keeper John 
Whyte and talisman Roddy 
MacDonald were both ruled out 
through injury. Grant Irvine 
was also missing, whilst Innes 
MacDonald continued to dep-
utise between the sticks. Kyles 
switched Thomas Whyte from 
centre, where he played against 
Lovat a week earlier, to attack. 
Gordon Whyte went to centre,  
with Dunkie Kerr playing at wing 
centre. Sandy MacKenzie started 
at wing forward with Scott Mac-
Donald on the other side and Colin 
MacDonald at full forward. 

This contest never really sparked 
into life. 

The opening goal came on 24 
minutes. Stuart MacKintosh made 
an initial save but Thomas Whyte 
was afforded too much time at the 
edge of the ‘D’ and, from a central 
position, had time to wait for the 
ball to come to him before lashing 
it into the net. 

Colin MacDonald had a glorious 
chance for the visitors on 62 min-
utes but was unable to get a shot 
on goal. 

Thomas Whyte got his and 
Kyles’ second goal on 70 minutes 
when he struck a back-hand effort 
from the left of the penalty spot, 
low past Stuart MacKintosh, 
beating the keeper on his left side. 

Kyles won the midfi eld battle 
and this was key. A midfi eld bust-
up meant Glenurquhart’s David 
MacLennan and Kyles’ Dunkie 
Kerr collected the game’s only 
yellow cards from referee Graham 
Cameron. 

Andrew King was excellent for 
Kyles, always pushing forward 
from his buckshee back position, 
whilst two-goal Thomas Whyte 
was always busy. 

Ally MacKintosh and Fraser 
Heath were good for Glenurquhart  
with keeper Stuart MacKintosh 
always alert. The win takes Kyles 
ahead of second-placed Lovat on 
goal difference.   

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2 
Inveraray 1 
Glasgow Mid Argyll go third 
in the division after beating In-
veraray 2-1 at Yoker.

GMA were at full strength, but 
Inveraray’s Allan MacDonald 
remained banned. Lewis Mont-
gomery scored midway through 
the fi rst half, netting for the sec-

ond successive Saturday, to give 
Inveraray the lead. 

GMA drew level 10 minutes 
before the break. Garry Luke 
played a short corner to Craig 
Anderson who ran the ball along 
the by-line, into the ‘D’, before 
hitting it through the keeper’s legs 
to make it 1-1. 

The winning goal came with just 
10 minutes remaining. Mark Bain 
struck a shot from the penalty 
spot which triggered a goalmouth 
scramble and Calum Mclay 
tapped the ball into the net from 
close range.

GMA now only trail second 
placed Kilmallie on goal differ-
ence, with both sides just a point 
behind leaders Oban Celtic. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 11
Kinlochshiel 0 
The Newtonmore seconds were 
convincing 11-0 winners against 
the Kinlochshiel seconds in their 
noon throw-up at The Eilan.

Newtonmore gave game time 
to Paul MacArthur and Fraser 
Macintosh and it took some good 
saves from keeper Graham Ken-
nedy and some tireless defending 
from Andrew MacKenzie, Fraser 
Reid, Ross MacMillan and his son 
Duncan MacMillan to prevent an 
even bigger winning margin. 

Duncan Gorman put Newtomore 
ahead in the fi rst minute with 
Calum Stewart making it 2-0 on 
18 minutes. 

The same combination - Gorman 
on 29 minutes and Stewart on 34 
minutes – made it 4-0. 

Paul MacArthur on 39 minutes 
and a hat-trick goal from Calum 
Stewart on 43 minutes made it 6-0 
at half time. 

Cameron McNiven added a sev-
enth a couple of minutes into the 
second half, before Calum Stewart 
got his fourth with 59 minutes on 
the clock.

Paul MacArthur got his second 
on 70 minutes and two more from 
Cameron MacNiven on 83 and 89 
minutes completed his hat-trick. 

Newtonmore already look to be 
the team to beat in this division,  
whilst Kinlochshiel, with an 
average age of 18, or 15 if you 
exclude veterans Kennedy and 
MacMillan, will have a more even 
contest with the Skye Camanachd 
reserves in the fi rst round of the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup at Kirkton this Saturday. 

Fort William 0
Skye Camanachd 0
The Skye Camanachd reserves 
and the Fort William reserves 
shared the points after a goal-less 
draw at An Aird.

Fort William’s David Wright 
was free of suspension, whilst 
Skye added youngsters Connor 
Gilpin and Ruaraidh MacLeod 
and veteran Allan MacLeod to the 

Lochaber’s Shaun Nicolson 
scores the equalising goal 

against Beauly.
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Results

Fixtures

Saturday March 31
Cottages.com
MacTavish Cup
1st round 
Beauly 1 v 2 Lochaber  
Caberfeidh 8 v 0 Strathglass 
Kinlochshiel 5 v 0 Inverness
Newtonmore 7 v 0 Kilmallie

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy
 Celtic Society Cup
Oban Celtic 0 v 1 Bute
Col Glen P v P Taynuilt
Taynuilt unable to field a team. 
Walkover to Col Glen

Marine Harvest Premiership
Oban Camanachd 2 v 2 Lovat
Glenurquhart 0 v 2 Kyles Ath
 
National Division 
Glasgow MA 2 v 1 Inveraray 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division One 
Glenurquhart 2 v 3 Glengarry 
Newtonmore 11 v 1 Kin’shiel 
Kingussie 2 v 1 Aberdeen Uni
Fort William 0 v 0 Skye  
 
Marine Harvest
South Diision One 
Inveraray 0 v 6 Ballachulish 
Kilmory P v P Kyles Athletic
Unplayable field

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Inverness P v P Boleskine
Inverness unable to field a 
team. Points to Boleskine   
Kilmallie 0 v 2 Caberfeidh 
Lochaber 2 v 2 Lochcarron  
Lovat 4 v 0 Beauly
Strathglass 0 v 4 Lewis  

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Bute P v P Strachur
Unplayable field
Oban Celtic P v P Aberdour
Tie to be re-scheduled

Saturday April 7
Marine Harvest Premiership
Lochaber v Kinlochshiel   
Innes Wood 
Caberfeidh v Oban Camanachd  
John Angus Gillies 
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore  
Deek Cameron - 3pm

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly v Oban Celtic   
Graham Cameron 
Inveraray v Kilmallie   
Ross Brown 
Strathglass v Fort William  
Archie Ritchie 
Inverness v Glasgow MA  
Martin MacLean 

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Kilmory v Tayforth   
Ted McDonald 
Kyles Athletic v Ballachulish  
Graham Fisher 
Taynuilt v Aberdour   
Lachie Wood 
Bute v Inveraray
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Oban Celtic v Bute
Euan Pearson

Cottages.com
MacTavish Cup
1st round
Lovat v Kingussie 

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup
1st round
Kingussie v SCOTS Camanachd  
Scott McNeil - noon   
Inverness v Lovat
Martin MacLean - noon   
Glenurquhart v Boleskine  
John Angus Gillies - noon   
Strathspey v Strachur 
Ronnie Campbell   
Fort William v Glenorchy   
Alex MacVicar   
Kinlochshiel v Skye   
John Wood 
Lochside Rovers v  Aberdour  
Jim Innes 
Glasgow MA v Caberfeidh 
Ewan MacDonald  
Kilmallie v Lochaber
Des McNulty 
Beauly v Lewis
John Matheson

Throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated. 

No way through for Oban Celtic’s Daniel Madej as he’s blocked o�  by Bute’s Chrissy Lawrance. 
Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Like father - like son . . . both shinty players but playing on 
opposite sides last Saturday in a North Division 1 � xture.

  Glenurquhart’s Cameron Bremner was playing against his
 father Scott who plays for Glengarry. On this occasion it was 
dad Scott who earned the bragging rights as Glengarry beat 

Glenurquhart 3-2. Photograph: Donald Cameron.

side that beat the Kingussie colts a 
week earlier. 

Both defences were on top dur-
ing the match. 

Skye started against the wind 
but enjoyed most of the pressure 
during the opening 15 minutes 
with Martin Pringle seeing his 
effort well-saved.

Skye replaced Connor Gilpin 
with Chris Rose but the Fort 
William defence was resilient and 
Skye seemed to run out of ideas 
and didn’t manage a shot on target 
during the second half. 

Skye lost forward Ross Gordon 
10 minutes from time with a wrist 
injury. Skye may have been frus-
trated not to make their pressure 
count, but it could have been 
worse as had it not been for two 
terrifi c saves from keeper Ryan 
Morrison during the fi nal couple 
of minutes, Fort William could 
have taken both points.

Glenurquhart 2
Glengarry 3    
Glengarry edged out the Glenur-
quhart reserves 3-2 in their noon 
throw-up at Blairbeg.

Christopher Mack gave Glenur-
quhart the lead after 18 minutes, 
only for Nick Dalgety to level six  
minutes later.

Glengarry went in front through 
John MacKinnon on 31 minutes 
but Jed Stoddart made it 2-2 three 
minutes into the second half.

Glenurquhart, with fi rst team 
manager Iain MacLeod at half 
forward, suffered a blow on 75 
minutes when full back Paul 
MacKintosh hurt his knee and had 
to be withdrawn. Duncan Fraser, 
who had come off earlier with a 
back problem, came back on in 
MacKintosh’s place.

The winning goal came with 12 
minutes remaining. Glenurquhart  
keeper Jay Brady had made an 
amazing save, keeping a defl ect-
ed, low shot out with his stick, 
but Steven Cameron had pushed 
forward from midfi eld and, from 
the edge of the ‘D’, pushed the ball 
home to make it 3-2. 

Kingussie 2
Aberdeen University 1 
The Kingussie colts came from 
behind to beat Aberdeen Univer-
sity 2-1 at The Dell.

Stuart Cameron scored after just 
10 minutes to give the students 
a 1-0 lead which they took into 
the break. The game turned on 
two expert pieces of Kevin Thain 
fi nishing within a three minute 
second half spell. Thain equalised 
on 58 minutes and got his second 
on the hour to win the match for 
Kingussie. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Inveraray 0
Ballachulish 6
Ballachulish scored three times 
in each half to beat the Inveraray 
seconds 6-0 at The Winterton.

Ballachulish were without 
Connor MacGregor who received 
a two-match ban for his red card 
against Col Glen a week earlier. 

Inveraray had a bit more expe-
rience this week, with veterans 
John Smylie at the back and David 
Robertson up front. 

With Lorne Brown and Morgan 
Smith in charge of fi rst team af-
fairs at Ballachulish, their side got 
off to a tremendous start, taking 
the lead after just 12 seconds. 
Inveraray won the ball from the 
throw-up and pushed it forward 
into the Ballachulish half. 

The ball was cleared to Alan 
Clark who turned and struck a 
shot past Inveraray keeper Gra-
ham MacPherson to make it 1-0. 
The goal set the tone for the game. 

Alan Clark got his and Balla-
chulish’s second on 10 minutes 
with a similar goal to his opener. 
The ball found its way forward to 
Clark who again turned and rifl ed 
a shot into the net. 

The home side extended their 
lead on 34 minutes and it was a 
hat-trick goal for Alan Clark that 
did the damage. 

Ally Banks cleared the ball up-
fi eld to forward Craig McLaughlan 
who played a pass to Alan Clark. 
He held the ball up, then moved 
it forward to Daniel MacLean 
whose shot was saved by keeper 
MacPherson but Clark followed 
up to make it 3-0 at half time. 

Ballachulish continued to attack 
in the second half, looking to add 
to their interval total. 

Lorne Brown added a fourth 
three minutes into the second half. 
Duncan MacDonald saw his shot 
saved by Graham MacPherson but 
Brown pushed the re-bound home. 

Lorne Brown got his second 
on 55 minutes. Daniel MacLean 
played in a corner and the In-
veraray defence were only able 
to clear the ball as far as Connor 
MacKenzie who calmly slotted 
a through-ball to Lorne Brown 
who pinged a shot into the bottom 
corner of the net. 

Inveraray changed their 
goalkeeper, with youngster 
Gregor Mather replacing Gra-
ham MacPherson. Mather made 
two outstanding saves, denying 
Duncan MacDonald on both 
occasions. 

A sixth goal arrived with 20 
minutes remaining when Duncan 
MacDonald struck a peach of a 
shot high into the net past the 
helpless keeper to make it 6-0. 

This was a great result for 
Ballachulish’s young team. They 
were quicker all over the park 
and more clinical in front of goal. 
Ally Banks was superb in defence 
against David Robertson, not giv-
ing his more experienced oppo-
nent an inch. Duncan MacDonald 
was outstanding in midfi eld as he 
has been all season. 

Inveraray are still blooding a 
young side and they were given a 
lesson in South 1 shinty by their 
hosts. Whenever they broke for-
ward, they found Donald Wilson 
in the Ballachulish goal equal to 
their efforts. 

Kilmory P
Kyles Athletic P 
The Kyles Athletic second team 
and Kilmory were scheduled to 
meet at Tighnabruaich but the 
match was reversed to Kilmory’s 
MacRae Park because of an un-
playable pitch.

MacRae Park was then ruled 
unplayable, so the match was 
postponed. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kilmallie 0
Caberfeidh 2 
The Caberfeidh second team stay 
top of the division following their 
2-0 victory over the Kilmallie 
second team at Canal Parks.

Caberfeidh, with Neil MacKen-
zie back in their side, gave starts 
to Kyle Grant, 13, and Fraser 
MacDonald, 14. 

The hosts created some early 
chances but it was Kilmallie who 
almost took the lead when a great 
strike came back off keeper Ian 
McColl’s right post. 

Caberfeidh went in front on 
23 minutes when Ruairidh Ma-
cLeman, who started in defence 
before being pushed forward to 
full centre, surged forward before 
blasting a 25-yard drive into the 
net.  

Paddy Wilson made it 2-0 with 
just a couple of fi rst half minutes 
remaining, slotting home a re-
bound after the keeper had saved. 

The pattern of play continued 

mainly towards the Kilmallie goal 
after the break and the visitors’ 
cause wasn’t helped when they 
had Stuart Ross sent off by referee 
Ronnie Campbell.  

Some good goal-keeping pre-
vented Caberfeidh from adding to 
their tally, particularly one superb 
stop from a Stewart Krzyzan-
owski shot which seemed destined 
for the top corner.  

Lochaber 2
Lochcarron 2 
The Lochaber colts scored twice 
in the last 15 minutes to draw 2-2 
with Lochcarron at Spean Bridge.

Liam Arnott gave Lochcarron 
the lead after fi ve minutes, whilst 
Sean MacCuish made it 2-0 fi ve  
minutes into the second half. 

Lachlan Campbell started the 
Lochaber comeback 15 minutes 
from time and Ben Delaney made 
it 2-2 on the stroke of full time. 

Lovat 4
Beauly 0 
Lovat came out on top in their 
reserve team derby against Beauly 
at Balgate.

Raymond Rennie gave Lovat the 
lead on 31 minutes with the only 
goal of the fi rst half. 

Lovat had keeper Ronan Mac-
Millan to thank for two incredible 
saves which kept the hosts ahead 
at the break. First he got his hand 
to a defl ected Elliot Moir shot to 
his right, turning the ball away to 
safety. 

MacMillan then used his stick  
to parry a Euan McCormick drive 
just a couple of minutes later to 
ensure Lovat stayed ahead going 
into half-time.

Lovat netted three more times 
during the fi nal 15 minutes to put 
gloss on the win.

Graeme MacMillan, back in the 
side, made it 2-0 with 75 minutes 
played. 

Raymond Rennie got his second 
on 78 minutes, whilst James 
Whyte made it 4-0 with fi ve min-
utes remaining. 

Strathglass 0
Lewis Camanachd 4
Lewis Camanachd recorded their 
fi rst league win of the season, 
beating the Strathglass colts 4-0 in 
their 1.15pm throw-up at Cannich.

Lewis were dealt a blow early on 
when full back Daniel Gallagher 
had to come off with what turned 
out to be a broken hand. 

Paul Duke broke the deadlock 
following a fi ne passing move on 
the half hour mark. Full centre 
Ally Lamont won the ball, launch-
ing it forward to Donald Lamont 
at half forward. Lamont spread 
the ball wide to Peter Gomez who 
found Paul Duke and he rounded 
the goalie to make it 1-0. 

Peter Gomez added a second a 
minute before the break from a 
corner. The ball broke at the edge 
of the ‘D’ and Gomez drilled it low 
into the bottom left hand corner of 
the net.

Donald Lamont made it 3-0 
on 62 minutes, with the damage 
again coming from a corner which 
Scott MacLeod played short to 
Peter Gomez who fl icked the ball 

on to Donald Lamont who beat 
his marker before striking the 
ball across the goalie into the far 
corner of the goal. 

Paul Duke got his second with 16 
minutes remaining. A long Scott 
MacLeod shy bounced up into 
Paul Duke’s path and he smashed 
the ball on the half volley from 15 
yards out, with his effort rising 
into the top corner of the net. 

It was an historic day for Lewis 
Camanachd as this was the island-
ers’ biggest winning margin and 
their fi rst win on the mainland 
since 2015. 

Inverness v
Boleskine W/O 
The match between the Inverness 
reserves and Boleskine at The 
Bught Park would have seen the 
visitors feature a number of for-
mer Inverness players.

However a series of call-offs 
coupled with an understrength 
fi rst team meant the Inverness 
seconds were unable to fi eld team 
so they forfeit the match.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P
Strachur P 
Strachur’s meeting with Bute at 
The Meadows was postponed.

Oban Celtic P
Aberdour P  
The noon throw-up between the 
Oban Celtic second team and the 
Aberdour second team will be 
rescheduled. 

WCA round-up
There was Women’s Camanachd 
Association regional league shin-
ty action over the weekend.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Aberdour P 
Skye Camanachd P
Aberdour’s re-arranged league 
fi xture against Skye Camanachd 
was postponed for the second time 
as Silversands was unplayable.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Strathglass 3
Lochaber 3
The Lochaber second team came 
from 3-1 down to draw 3-3 with 
Strathglass in their 1pm throw-up 
at Cannich.

Freya Strachan scored twice for 
Strathglass, with Mathilde Jones 
getting the other. 

However a Natalie MacDonald 
brace and a Caitlin MacDonald 
goal earned the Spean Bridge side 
a draw. 

Kinlochshiel 2 
Glengarry 11
Glengarry were too strong for new 
club Kinlochshiel, winning 11-2 at 
Kirkton.

This was Kinlochshiel’s fi rst 
competitive home match and 
Alaona MacLennan and Eilidh 
MacInnes got their goals. 

However Elaine Cameron netted 
four times, Emily Gordon and Le-
ona Falconer grabbed hat-tricks, 
whilst Joanne Gillanders got the 
other to give Glengarry victory.

Lovat 10
Inverness 0
Lovat proved too hot to handle as 
they beat Inverness 10-0 in their 
2pm throw-up at Balgate.

The game was completely domi-
nated by Lovat. 

Laura Gallacher at full centre 
distributed the ball brilliantly 
from the start, constantly fi nding 
Fiona Urquhart in the full forward 
position. 

Fiona Urquhart was a constant 
threat, showcasing incredible ariel 
ball control, strong dribbling and 
great spacial awareness and by 
the time Lovat head coach James 
Gallacher took her off with 10 fi rst 
half minutes to go, she had scored 
seven times to leave Lovat 7-0 to 
the good. 

Inverness put regular keeper 
Caitlin Mutch back into goal from 
the start of the second half to try 
and stem the onslaught and, to an 
extent, this worked as she pulled 
off several great saves. 

But Lovat always looked dan-
gerous coming forward and Paige 
MacDonald made it 8-0 shortly 
into the second half. 

Laura Gallacher was relentless 
in her attacking runs and should 
have added several goals to the 
tally. She was fi nally rewarded on 
55 minutes when her shot from the 
left took the slightest defl ection to 
beat the Inverness keeper.

Despite being 9-0 behind, the In-
verness girls kept battling and got 
a shot on target around the hour 
mark but it was easily dealt with 
by Lovat keeper Tina Marshall 
and then cleared up the park by 
Holli Gravil. 

Fiona Urquhart completed the 
scoring with her eighth goal of the 
game a couple of minutes later to 
make it 10-0 in what was a very 
one sided affair.

Skye Camanachd 2
Glenurquhart 7
Glenurquhart were 7-2 winners 
against Skye Camanachd at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree.

Abby MacLean got both Skye 
goals with Donna MacKenzie, 
Hazel Hunter, and Shauna Aris 
amongst the Glenurquhart scorers. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Dunadd 3
Ardnamurchan 3
Dunadd and the Ardnamurchan 

second team drew 3-3 in their 
12.30pm throw-up at the Lochgil-
phead astro pitch.

Carla Todd gave Dunadd the 
lead on 17 minutes, but Hannah 
MacDonald levelled a couple of 
minutes later. Grace Drummond 
put the hosts back in front on 39 
but Ardnamurchan again fought 
back with Rebekah Connolly 
making it 2-2 on 44 minutes. 

Iona Cameron put Ardna-
murchan in front for the fi rst 
time a minute later, but Grace 
Drummond got her second on 66 
minutes to make it 3-3. 

Ardnamurchan had their goalie 
to thank for some great saves. 

Tayforth 1
Oban Lorn 0
Tayforth edged out Oban Lorn 1-0 
at Musselburgh.

Cowal & Bute P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
The match between Cowal and 
Bute and the Glasgow Mid Argyll 
second team was postponed be-
cause of an unplayable fi eld.

Glasgow Celtic 
Society Celtic Cup 
second round draw
The draw for the Glasgow Celtic 
Society second round is now 
known following last weekend’s 
fi rst round ties.
The draw is:
Col Glen v Inveraray
Kyles Athletic v Tayforth
Oban Camanachd v Ballachulish
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll

The Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
second round ties will be played 
on Saturday April 21.  

Cottages.com 
MacTavish Cup 
second round draw
The draw for the cottages.com 
MacTavish Cup second round will 
be made at Balgate on Saturday 
April 7.

The draw will take place 
following the fi nal fi rst round tie 
between Lovat and Kingussie.

The draw will be made by Stuart 
Walkden, Owner Acquisition 
Manager from cottages.com and 
Camanachd Association president 
Keith Loades. 

New Ballachulish 
bosses 
Ballachulish have confi rmed their 
new management team will be 
Lorne Brown and Morgan Smith. 
The duo take over from Donald 
Wilson. 
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Sport
Oban Lorne           64
Helensburgh    15     
BT West Division One

Football

Rugby

Oban Saints’
Scottish Cup 
quarter-fi nal 
date postponed

Golf

Swimming

Tommy Sutherland crashes through the Helensburgh defence.

Jamie Bate dives over for his � rst try since returning from injury. Photos: Stephen Lawson

Commonwealth 
Games for Keanna

KEANNA MacInnes, 
daughter of former Oban Celtic 
and Tayforth shinty player 
Donald MacInnes, now living in 
Edinburgh, will be representing 
Scotland at swimming in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Australia.
 Keanna, who swims for the 
Heart of Midlothan Swim Club, 
is the grand-daughter of Mary 
and the late Charlie MacInnes 
Dundarg, Ardconnel Terrace.

OBAN Lorne welcomed Argyll 
rivals Helensburgh RFC to 
Glencruitten on Saturday in 
what was a must-win game for 
the Green Machine in the battle 
against relegation. 
 Helensburgh were bottom of 
the table on -4 points going into 
the game while Oban were 12 
points ahead sitting in 11th. A 
win would narrow the gap on fel-
low relegation candidates Irvine 
and Cambuslang, who both had 
tough fixtures over the weekend.

Coach Corrie Louw was able 
to field a very strong starting 
XV. The only first choice players 
missing from action were scrum-
half Finlay Carmichael and back 
row Richard MacKay.

Local referee Willie Malone 
was in charge for the day and 
would have a busy afternoon 
ahead in a high scoring game.

The home side dominated 
territory and possession in the 
opening exchanges of the game 
but could not find a cutting 
edge to create and opening try. 
A Craig Wright penalty was 
missed after 10 minutes as Oban 
managed to build some good 
pressure near the line.

Oban’s first try came on 12 
minutes as some good play in 
the 22 resulted in a Tommy 
Sutherland offload near the line 
finding powerful winger Calum 
MacLachlan who touched down 
with ease. Captain Wright made 
amends for his penalty miss by 
scoring a tricky conversion for a 
7-0 lead.

Helensburgh improved after 
their shaky start and found 
good territory from dangerous 
runs by their outside centre and 
fullback. Connor Ferris strayed 
offside in the 22 allowing ’Burgh 
to narrow the lead to 7-3 with a 
penalty attempt.

Green Machine get back to 
winning ways

Calum MacLachlan was 
looking very dangerous on the 
left wing and was attracting 
significant interest from a 
worrying defence. MacLa-
chlan’s trademark powerful 
play gifted his side some good 
territory, eventually resulting 
in a five-metre scrum. Oban’s 
strong pack drove the ball close 
to the line looking certain to 
score. Referee Malone decided 
that Helensburgh had prevented 
a certain try by knocking the 
ball out of Corrie Louw’s hands 
and awarded Oban a penalty try,  
which took the score to 14-3.

Oban were well on top and 
scored their third try of the 
game after 25 minutes. David 
McLaughlin had a fantastic 
run from halfway to put Oban 
21-3 ahead with another Wright 
conversion.

Despite being comfortably 
ahead, Oban were still a little 
rusty in some areas of play. 
Notably the team’s tackling was 
not up to sufficient standard as 
Helensburgh breached the gain 
line on too many occasions. 
Credit must be given to the away 
side who attacked well at times 
and hit back with their first try 
of the day on 30 minutes to 
narrow Oban’s lead to 21-10.

Craig Wright responded 
immediately for his team as the 
fullback raced in from 20 metres 
out after some good build-up 
play from a strong scrum. This 
sealed the bonus point try and a 
healthy 28-10 lead.

The Green Machine looked 
to add to their lead before the 
break but were undone with 
some sloppy lineout play which 
had in general been a negative 
area of the team’s performance.

Oban made a storming start 
to the second half and added 
to their tally within the first 20 
second after the kick-off. Calum 
MacLachlan made Helensburgh 
pay for a lapse in defence as the 

winger ran in from 35 meters, 
giving what was now a handsome 
35-10 lead.

Helensburgh, though, refused 
to let this dampen their spirits 
and hit back straight away with 
another well worked try narrow-
ing the lead briefly to 35-15.

With only five minutes gone 
in the half the third try arrived, 
for Oban as stand-off Iwan 
Rhys Roberts scored his first 
try for the club. At 42-15 ahead, 
Oban could now relax a little, 
something they have not been 
able to do in any game so far this 
season.

Oban’s shaky lineout play was 
improving into the second half, 
that along with a strong scrum 
gave an excellent  base to attack 
from.

Helensburgh were reduced 
to 14 men briefly with their 
fullback lying injured. Craig 
Wright capitalised on this by 
kicking into the vacant space 
putting pressure on the ’Burgh 
winger, who knocked on allow-
ing Wright to dive over for his 
second score of the day.

Another try followed with prop 
Connor Ferris diving over from 
close range 54-15 to the home 
side.

As the half wore on, tiredness 
crept in. Changes were made 
with Andrew Johnston and 
Andy MacDougall coming off 
the bench to replace Connor 
Ferris and Lorne MacLachlan, 
while Daniel Kemp replaced 
Radi Maksimov. Jonathan Sayer 
also came on for Jack Strachan 
in the second row.

The quality of the game went 
downhill as it wore on. The 
majority of play was in midfield 
with some handling errors 
creeping in for both teams.

Oban scored two further tries 
in the closing stages to run 

out convincing 64-15 winners. 
First inside centre Jamie Bate 
sailed through a huge gap in 
the defence to score his first try 
since returning from injury. The 
last try came late on as a result 
of a driving maul close to the 
line. Player/coach Corrie Louw 
touched down to seal a very 
handsome victory for the men in 
Green.

Saturday’s win gives Oban 
five points, meaning the gap to 
Irvine RFC has been reduced to 
five points. Cambuslang are not 
far off, six points ahead.

Oban Lorne have games in 
hand on the teams above them 
and have a few ‘winnable’ 
matches coming up between 
now and the end of the season.

The task remains a tough one 

OBAN Saints’ Scottish Ama-
teur Cup quarter-final tie due to 
be played at the Donald Dewar 
Sports Centre in Glasgow on 
Saturday has been called off as 
opponents Goldenhill player 
Scott McGuire is in the Scottish 
international squad to face 
Ireland at Lesser Hampden on 
Saturday.
 Goldenhill are entitled to ask 
for a free Saturday if they have 
a player involved on interna-
tional duty.
 The cup tie has been re-ar-
ranged for Saturday April 14. 
 Saints manager Alex Craik 
watched Goldenhill defeat 
Edinburgh side Sandys 3-2 in 
the seventh round replay last 
weekend. 
 He said: ‘I was a great game 
played at a tremendous pace for 
the full 90 minutes. It was tight 
and could have gone either way.
 ‘It’s going to be a very difficult 
match for us and we will have 
to be at our best if we are to 
progress to the semi-final.’

Keanna MacInnes.

for Lorne, who this weekend 
welcome league leaders Carrick 
RFC. The teams met only two 
weeks ago with an understrength 
Oban going down 87-18. 

Saturday’s game will likely be 
played at North Connel to give 
Oban Lorne Ladies the best 
possible pitch conditions for 
their National Bowl semi-final 
on Sunday. Kick-off is 3pm.

Lorne MacLachan hurdles this Helensburgh tackle.

THE CAPTAIN’S Scramble 
was played at Glencruitten on 
Saturday, and was won by the 
captain’s team of Alan Jamie-
son, Steven McCuish, Finlay 
MacKay and Martin Tait with a 
score of 54 – 3.9 = 50.1.
 In second place were Jordan 
Campbell, Allan MacPhee, 
Gavin Owens and Graeme 
Darling with a score of 55 – 3.6 
= 51.4.
 Third place went to Sean 
Dunstaffnage, Graham 
MacColl, Robert MacIntyre 
and Alistair MacLean with a 
score of 52 – 0.4 = 51.6.

On Saturday a Par 3 com-
petition is to be held and on 
Tuesday a weekly Stableford.

Results from 
Glencruitten

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 5, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 02.38 1.0 08.15 3.5 15.02 1.3  20.37 3.5
Fri 03.16 1.3 08.48 3.3 15.44 1.5  21.15 3.3
Sat 04.02 1.6 09.24 3.0 16.35 1.7  22.03 3.0
Sun 04.57 1.8 10.13 2.8 17.38 1.9  23.23 2.8
Mon 06.05 2.0 12.24 2.6 18.53 1.9   **.**  *.*
Tues 01.50 2.8 07.30 2.0 14.46 2.7  20.25 1.8
Wed 02.55 3.0 09.08 1.8 15.25 2.9  21.29 1.6            
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15
9

8

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Breezy from the south west
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC
Friday Heavy rain at times
 Breezy from the south east 
 Temperatures 5°C to 9ºC

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Breezy from the east south east
 Temperatures 5°C to 11ºC
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Piper the Labrador and owner James Shuttleworth of West Coast Railways waved o�  the � rst 
Jacobite steam train service of the season at Fort William station on Friday.

Full steam ahead for The Jacobite

Stagecoach to pull out of 
Lochaber at end of June

GFG to invest £60m in hydro power
GFG ALLIANCE has unveiled 
plans to make a further £60 
million investment over the next 
two years to boost hydro-power 
capacity in Scotland after ac-
quiring a Highland renewables 
firm, writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

The group, which owns the 
Lochaber smelter, announced 
its intentions on Tuesday April 
3 after completing its acquisition 
of Green Highland Renewa-
bles, one of the UK’s leading 
hydro-power developers, which 
will now be known as SIMEC 
Green Highland Renewables 
(SIMEC GHR).

The acquisition will trigger a 
programme to build or upgrade 
12 hydro schemes in the High-
lands by 2021, some of which 

will be on GFG’s 114,000-acre 
estate, where it also plans to 
build a 400-worker alloy wheels 
factory in Fort William.

GFG is reviewing offering 
ownership opportunities to local 
communities as part of its broad-
er community involvement.

Jay Hambro, GFG’s chief 
investment officer and chief ex-
ecutive of SIMEC Energy, said: 
‘The SIMEC GHR team has 
an excellent reputation for plan-
ning, constructing and operating 
top-quality hydro schemes. They 
have delivered more than 45 
schemes and continue to operate 
38 of these today.

‘We are delighted the team 
is joining the SIMEC Energy 
family and it will be a valuable 

asset for the GFG Alliance and 
for our ambitions to become a 
major international producer of 
renewable energy for industry.’

Hydro is a core element in 
GFG’s strategy to expand its 
total UK green energy capacity 
for industry to one gigawatt over 
the next three years.

In addition to its hydro plans, 
SIMEC Energy is currently 
consulting with communities in 
the Highlands on its proposal 
for an investment of around 
£150 million in building a wind 
farm at Glenshero, designed 
to generate 164 MW of power. 
This project will be Britain’s first 
large-scale subsidy-free wind 
farm. A planning application 
for the development is due to 

be submitted this summer. Ian 
Cartwright, GHR operations 
director, said: ‘We’re very excit-
ed about becoming part of the 
GFG Alliance as it will not only 
enable us to accelerate our exist-
ing plans but will give us oppor-
tunities to create new projects in 
the UK and further afield. Our 
team has a great track record for 
developing hydro projects and 
we’re confident we can achieve 
even more by working within 
an ambitious organisation like 
GFG.’

SIMEC GHR’s team of de-
signers, engineers and project 
managers – based at Perth and 
Dingwall – is also likely to work 
with GFG to develop hydro 
projects outside the UK.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

MARINE Harvest has submit-
ted an application to Highland 
Council to increase production at 
its ‘open sea’ salmon farm off the 
Isle of Muck.

The farm was opened in 2014 as 
part of an £80 million expansion 
which has seen the creation of 
larger open sea sites and six 
full-time permanent jobs on the 
island, as well as new houses to 
accommodate staff.

Now the company hopes to 
increase production at the farm 
and, in the process, employ three 
more people.

Steve Bracken, Marine Har-
vest’s business support manager, 
explained: ‘The opening of the 
fish farm off Muck in 2014 gave a 
real boost to the island in terms of 
both jobs and houses. We opened 
the fish farm after an extensive 
consultation process which clearly 
showed support for our plans.’

The changes to the farm would 
involve moving the equipment 
nearer to the shore and extending 
the moorings boundary 75m to the 
north-west. Two new farm pens 
would be added, with the same 
design as the existing equipment. 
This would allow for an increase 
in production from 2,500 to 3,500 
tonnes.

The plans have been welcomed 
by landowner Colin McEwen, son 
of laird Lawrence McEwen, who 
said: ‘Having the fish farm here 
has been of great benefit to the is-
land community. And it’s not just 
about the jobs at the fish farm. 
It’s also meant improvements to 
the jetty, which provides a better 
experience for visitors.’

Plan to 
expand 
salmon 
farm

USING unreliable buses 
coupled with complaints from 
passengers is the sorry story of 
Stagecoach’s services in Loch-
aber, according to the area’s 
senior councillor.

The blistering condemnation 
from Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
chairman of Highland Council’s 
Lochaber Area Committee, 
came just hours after news broke 
of what many suspected would 
be the final outcome of the com-
pany’s review of its local services 
with the decision to close its Fort 
William depot.

Stagecoach will operate its final 
Lochaber area services from Fort 
William on June 30. However, 
Scottish Citylink services will be 
unaffected by the closure.

Stagecoach, which runs eight 
vehicles and employs 16 staff in 
Fort William, says it made the 
decision following a consultation 
with employees and trade union 
representatives.

The bus operator said it had con-
sidered a range of ways to sustain 
its Fort William operation, in-

cluding discussing with Highland 
Council the option to run part 
of the current tendered network 
between Corpach, Caol and Fort 
William on a commercial basis, 
but that the local authority had 
chosen not to pursue this.

‘Given the budgetary pressures 
on the council, the decision to 
retain a supported service when 
a commercial service was being 
offered is both surprising and 
disappointing,’ said a company 
statement this week.

But a furious Mr Baxter 
slammed this as nothing more 
than an attempt by Stagecoach  
to ‘spin’ the blame for the closure 
away from itself.

‘We all know the underlying 
cause is they lost several council 
contracts last year in a fair and 
transparent tendering process,’ 
said Mr Baxter.

‘Since then the new operator, 
Shiel Buses, has demonstrated it 
can operate a better value service, 
that residents support, while 
investing in its fleet.

‘Stagecoach’s response has been 
to use hand-me-down buses from 
elsewhere that are extremely 
unreliable, while ignoring the 

complaints from passengers. 
More recently, it has effectively 
tried to hold a gun to the council’s 
head, demanding changes to 
the Corpach-Caol-Fort William 
service that would have led to a 
diminished service.

‘They expected councillors to 
blink and we didn’t. I guess they 
thought as a private company, re-
ceiving huge public subsidies and 
operating a monopoly in many 
areas, they could continue calling 
all the shots.’

Mr Baxter says he is particularly 
worried the loss of commercial 
services will leave residents in 
South Lochaber cut-off and 
stranded.

‘For many, it’s a lifeline service. 
That’s why the council’s public 
transport officers are in talks with 
alternative providers. They’ve 
reassured us passengers won’t be 
left with no service.’

Fellow Lochaber councillor, 
Allan Henderson, chairman 
of the council’s environment, 
development and infrastructure 
committee, was also dismissive 
of Stagecoach’s proposals over 
the  Corpach-Caol-Fort William 
service.

‘To come at this late stage 
looking for us to alter a contract 
already legally given out to a com-
petitor was never a deal we could 
consider,’ he said.

Mark Whitelocks, managing 
director for Stagecoach North 
Scotland, said the closure of the 
depot had been a very difficult 
decision to make.

‘We will continue to support our 
staff as we work towards the depot 
closure on June 30 and will be 
doing everything we can to assist 
them in relocating to other parts 
of our business or into other work 
wherever possible,’ he said.

Stagecoach will cease operations in Fort William at the end of 
June.

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
JACKPOT £3900
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WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber
� The last of this season’s local 
history society talks sees local 
author Di Alexander deliver a 
presentation on his life and 
experiences to the title ‘My Rural 
Housing Journey: from Colonsay 
to present day’. 

With a small group of like-mind-
ed enthusiasts, he started 
Lochaber Housing Association 
some 30 years ago in response 
to the Highlands Rural Housing 
problems. Di recently published 
a book about his formative 
years in the Highlands on Colon-
say, where he was a potter. 

Come and hear from the man 
who has quietly changed many 
lives in Lochaber. All welcome at 
8pm tonight (Thursday April 5) at 
the Ben Nevis Hotel.

� Representatives of Lochaber 
Sensory Care (LSC) for sight 
and hearing support will be 
paying an outreach visit to 
Ardnamurchan on Monday 
April 9.

Sta�  and volunteers from 
the Caol-based organisation 
will be at the Acharacle Med-
ical Centre from 10.30am till 
11.30am, and then at Strontian 
Medical Centre from 12.30pm 
till 1.30pm. 

At each venue they will o� er 
help and advice to those with 
a hearing or sight impairment. 

The team members will also 
re-tube and maintain NHS 
hearing aids and supply NHS 
batteries for these. 

No appointment is necessary 
for this free service.

� The Aonach Mor Uphill Race 
will take place on Saturday April 
14. 

The route is 5km and uses the 
red downhill mountain bike 
track at Nevis Range for an uphill 
running race. 

Registration opens at 2pm and 
the race starts at 3pm. Entries on 
the day.

� Aye2aye in Fort William will 
be holding another ‘A Better 
Scotland’ conference on Satur-
day April 14. 

Speakers include Robin 
McAl pine, director of Common 
Weal, and Katherine Trebeck, 
director of research at Wellbe-
ing Economies Alliance. 

The conference is from 10am 
to 4pm at the Kilmallie Com-
munity Centre (Kilmallie Hall) 
in Corpach.

� There will be a further session 
to help with the restoration of the 
Kilmallie Community Gardens on 
Saturday April 21, from 10am till 
1pm. All welcome. Contact Sarah 
Kennedy on 07768 805040 for 
information.

View from the Chamber
AT THE beginning of March, a 
trade delegation from Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce visited 
Nova Scotia in Canada to develop 
stronger trade links, build business 
relationships and make use of the 
extensive international network of 
Chambers of Commerce.

Cape Breton was chosen as a 
partner area because of the many 
cultural and historical ties between 
Lochaber and Nova Scotia, as well 
as the similarities in business activ-
ities.

Three Chambers of Commerce 
were visited: Sydney and Area 
near Inverness; The Strait Area, 
which has links to Newfoundland 
via a ferry from Sydney; and Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia.

This international trade visit, sup-
ported by the Scottish Government 
and led by the Scottish Chambers 
network, had several objectives 
alongside the main aim of providing 
new business opportunities for 
Scottish business.

Lesley Benfield, CEO of Loch-

aber Chamber of Commerce, said: 
‘There is huge potential for us to 
increase inbound tourism from 
Canada. There is already a deep 
affinity for all things Scottish, and 
Canada is among Scotland’s top 20 
export markets.

‘We’re delighted that two local 
businesses in the delegation, West 
Highland Hotel in Mallaig and Pixel 
Spirits based in Onich, have already 
received business inquiries and 
bookings from connections made 
during our packed few days.’

This business delegation was an 
exciting first step towards increased 
co-operation between the two areas.

Summing up the trip, Lesley said: 
‘We’re excited to have made strong-

er connections with Chambers of 
Commerce in Nova Scotia that will 
lead to us working together, learn-
ing from each other and increasing 
opportunities for all our members.’

At Lochaber Chamber of Com-

merce, we’re committed to helping 
our members achieve their business 
goals. 

If you’d like to join, please give us 
a call on 01397 705 765 or visit www.
lochaberchamber.co.uk.

Lesley Ben� eld says two � rms have already bene� ted from the visit.

Great Glen Way guidance app is launched
A NEW free app has been launched 
that will enhance the experience for 
those travelling by boot, boat or bike 
through one of Scotland’s most iconic 
glens.

For those looking for advice and 
guidance while planning their trip 
along the Great Glen Way the new 
app has a wealth of information and 
top practical tips, including local 
businesses and accommodation de-
tails. It also includes plenty of tales 
from nature and history to accompa-
ny travellers as they make their way 
along the route, making it also an 
ideal souvenir.

Although mainly aimed at walkers 
and cyclists, it also includes links and 
basic information about the canoe 
trail as well.

Forming a 79-mile natural geolog-
ical fault line between Fort William 
and Inverness, the Great Glen Way 
incorporates some of the best known 
landmarks in Scotland, including 
Ben Nevis, Loch Ness and Urquhart 
Castle, and is a significant tourist 
attraction.

The route usually takes five to six 
days to walk the whole route in one 
go, but it can also be done in sections 
over a longer period of time. Equally, 

parts of the route make lovely short 
walks, among stunning scenery, and 
will take you to some less frequented 
parts of the glen.

Chairman of Highland Council’s 
environment, development and in-
frastructure committee, Councillor 
Allan Henderson joined the council’s 
Great Glen Way long-distance routes 
officer Bruce Kocjan-Briggs to get a 
demonstration of the new app in the 
hills surrounding Invermoriston.

He said: ‘With interactive maps 
and live links to extensive business 
and accommodation listings covering 
canoe hire to taxi services, as well as 

advice for all types of Wayfarer, the 
app has been designed to help you get 
the best out of your journey along the 
Great Glen Way.

‘I’m sure it will help attract more 
visitors to the area and also encour-
age anyone living in the surrounding 
communities to enjoy sections of 
the route they may not have yet 
explored.

‘With 79 miles of path, track, canal 
and loch to discover, whether you 
completed the route from coast to 
coast, or sampled it in bite-sized 
chunks, the new app will help you 
have an unforgettable experience.’

People will have the chance to hunt for the elusive haggis.

David Ford, centre, of the Fort William Men’s Shed, with help from 
Ewan Trotter, left, and Sue Turner, erected the � rst posts to mark 

the haggis trails. JP F14 Haggis Fest 02. Photos: Abrightside Photography.

Highland Haggis 
Festival kicks off 
in Spean Bridge
THE ONLY festival in Scotland 
that celebrates the national 
dish kicks off in Lochaber this 
weekend.

The Highland Haggis Festival 
is being held at Spean Bridge 
with a number of ‘haggis hunts’ 
being held in honour of the 
country’s famous national dish.

This year the organisers, with 
the help of the Tesco Bags of 
Help scheme, will be launching 
two new permanent haggis trails 
around Spean Bridge, which will 
be officially opened on Saturday 
April 7, followed by a day of 
events at Spean Bridge Village 
Hall on Sunday.

The trails are designed to 
promote Scottish culture and 
family fun by getting people out 
exploring the area.

The first is a 60-minute (4km) 
trail exploring the village 
and local woodland and the 
other a 90-minute (6.5km) 
trail incorporating the popular 
Highbridge Path.

Both walks start at the com-
munity garden, outside the Spar 
shop in Spean Bridge.

To celebrate this year’s High-
land Haggis Festival and the 
launch of the trail, maps will be 
available free of charge to those 
walking the route at its launch 
at 2pm on Saturday April 7 in 
the Spean Bridge community 
garden. A limited quantity of 
complimentary maps will also 
be available at the festival on 
Sunday April 8 at Spean Bridge 
Village Hall.

A festival spokesperson said: 
‘We are really excited about 
the new walking trails which 
explore the area around Spean 
Bridge. The Highland Haggis 
Festival committee decided to 
develop the haggis hunt into a 
permanent fixture.’

The committee thanks the 
owners of Killiechonate and the 
Highbridge Path Committee for 
allowing them to place posts on 
their land.

The hardy swimmers were treated to a glorious morning for their Good Friday dip. F14 Open Water 01. Photo: Anthony MacMillan.

Swimmers take to the water on Good Friday for a morning dip in Loch Linnhe. F14 Open Water 01. Photo: Abrightside Photography.

Swimmers brave Loch Linnhe 
waters for Good Friday plunge
A HARDY bunch of swimmers 
donned their swimsuits and took 
to the water last Friday morning 
for an Easter open-water swim 
in Loch Linnhe.

Blue skies and glorious sunshine 

beckoned the swimmers into the 
chilly waters of Loch Linnhe for 
a brisk swim on Good Friday, 
March 30, in a rather unorthodox 
celebration of Easter.

Open-water swimming has 

had a resurgence in the area 
thanks to Fort William bike 
shop Off Beat Bikes, which has 
organised a number of swims 
this year, including the Good 
Friday swim last week.

The open swim group said it 
intended to coordinate more 
evening swimming events after 
the Easter break, so look out for 
dates and announcements on 
Facebook.
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Sheriff backs removal 
of horse from house

Lochaber groups urged 
to apply to rural fund

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
has welcomed the judgment of a 
sheriff to uphold its decision to 
remove a horse from a woman’s 
house on Lewis.

Stephanie Noble brought the 
animal, called Grey Lady Too, 
into her house on Lewis on 
Christmas Eve 2012 after claim-
ing there was nowhere suitable 
to keep her.

The comhairle removed the 
horse two years later on welfare 
grounds, but Ms Noble had 
challenged the local authority’s 
decision.

However, last week at Stor-
noway Sheriff Court, Sheriff 
David Sutherland upheld the 

decision by the comhairle and 
also ordered that the horse be 
sold.

A comhairle spokesperson 
commented: ‘From the outset, 
the comhairle’s concern in this 
matter has been the welfare of 
the animal and we welcome the 
court’s decision which validates 
the comhairle’s position and 
actions.

‘We will take time to consider 
the details of the judgement 
carefully and await passage of 
the period for any appeal to be 
lodged. Grey Lady Too was re-
moved by the comhairle in 2014 
because of unsuitable stabling 
arrangements.’

GROUPS across the Highlands 
are being encouraged to apply 
to the Scottish Government’s 
new £6 million Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund, which is 
now open for applications.

The Scottish Government 
announced the fund in response 
to increasing visitor numbers 
across rural Scotland and to 
help provide the services and 
facilities that are needed to 
improve visitor experiences.

The new fund aims to support 
a wide range of improvement 
projects – such as parking, 
camping facilities, recycling 
points and footpath access, in 
areas such as the North Coast 

500 route as well as at Historic 
Environment Scotland sites.

Kate Forbes MSP has urged 
groups in Lochaber and Skye to 
apply for funding. 

She said: ‘Last year, there were 
some infrastructure issues, par-
ticularly on the west coast, and 
I campaigned for the Scottish 
Government to provide addi-
tional funding for rural villages 
to invest in infrastructure.

‘[The fund] can help to reduce 
the pressure on local transport, 
services and facilities across ru-
ral Scotland, as well as improv-
ing the visitor experience for 
the increasing number people 
visiting the Highlands.’

Campaigners ‘cautiously 
optimistic’ on Dail Mhor
CAMPAIGNERS trying to re-
verse the decision to close Dail 
Mhor care home in Strontian 
say they are ‘cautiously optimis-
tic’ after a recent NHS Highland 
board meeting.

But they have been left frus-
trated by proposals set out in 
a strategic healthcare report 
which, they say, fails to map out 
the long-term future of respite 
care at the home – a situation 
which has been described as 
‘wholly unacceptable’ by one 
community councillor.

A fortnight ago, the Lochaber 
Times reported that the commu-
nity councils of west Lochaber 
launched a petition calling for 
NHS Highland to immediately 
reopen the Strontian care 
home’s facilities, which has gar-
nered almost 1,500 signatures 
already.

Buoyed by this support, a 
group of representatives from 
West Ardnamurchan, Acha-
racle, Morvern, Ardgour and 
Sunart community councils 
travelled to Inverness last Tues-
day, March 27, to hear first-hand 
how the proposals of a strategy 
paper were received by the NHS 
Highland board.

The community delegation 
was disappointed to hear that 
the paper’s proposals simply 
consisted of a plan to establish a 
management panel, which, they 
say, fails to adequately lay out a 
future plan for care provision in 
the Strontian area.

‘This is a clear case of cart 
before the horse,’ said Joanne 
Matheson, of Acharacle 
Community Council, speaking 

immediately after the meeting. 
‘How can a sensible decision 
be made about how commis-
sioning decisions are to be 
made, and by whom, without a 
clear framework for what those 
commissioned services should 
look like?’

The community council 
representatives hoped that this 
strategic paper would outline 
NHS Highland’s vision for how 
care home services should be 
provided in future and lay the 
groundwork to enable NHS 
management to make a long-
term decision on Dail Mhor.

Mrs Matheson added: ‘While 
I was reassured to see that 
many board members were as 

upset as we were to find that 
the paper wasn’t what they 
were expecting, this means that 
five individuals, their friends 
and families have suffered un-
necessarily for yet more weeks, 
and people with urgent respite 
needs in the community are 
not getting them.

‘NHS Highland board mem-
bers clearly stated that facilities 
must not be closed until an alter-
native is in place. I have secured 
a commitment from David Park, 
chief officer north Highland, to 
meet with us urgently to review 
why this is effectively what has 
happened in the case of Dail 
Mhor House.’

Dail Mhor care home closed 

last August due to an emergency 
plumbing issue, with all five 
residents being relocated on the 
understanding that repair work 
would take approximately two 
weeks to complete.

This led community represent-
atives to conclude that full and 
permanent closure of the facility 
was NHS Highlands’ ‘objective’.

The health board did agree to 
reinstate daytime services at the 
beginning of March following 
intense community pressure, 
but there is general agreement 
among the community councils 
that the priority is for respite and 
residential services to return to 
Dail Mhor.

Gill Calver, of West Ardna-

murchan Community Council, 
claimed that NHS represent-
atives had been ‘unwilling’ to 
work with the community.

‘I was particularly pleased that 
board members proposed that 
full involvement of communities 
should be a basic principal of un-
dertaking strategic development 
of care provision,’ she said.

‘The fact that this hasn’t so far 
been the case with Dail Mhor 
just goes to highlight the inad-
equacy of the current system, 
and I really hope that that will 
change very soon.’

To sign the Dail Mhor care 
home petition, go online to 
change.org and search ‘reopen 
Dail Mhor’.

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Dail Mhor Care Home in Strontian closed last August due to an emergency plumbing issue.

Glenuig man in pub cheesecake 
row fi ned £315 at sheriff court
A GLENUIG man was fined a total of 
£315 when he appeared at Fort William 
Sheriff Court last week.

Scott Watson, 51, had admitted behaving 
in a disorderly manner and refusing to 
leave the Glenuig Inn at Lochailort when 
asked by the licensee to do so on Decem-
ber 30.

He also pleaded guilty to possession of 
cannabis on the same date and at the same 
location, as well as to a charge of attempt-
ing to conceal cannabis resin by dropping it 
onto a stoney area of ground and to placing 
an item suspected of being cannabis in his 
mouth and swallowing it with the intent to 
pervert the course of justice.

Procurator fiscal Robert Weir told the 
court that the incidents had happened at 
about 6pm on the day in question.

Mr Weir said Watson had got involved 
in an argument with the licensee, Stephen 
MacFarlane, after the accused had taken 
a piece of cheesecake from the bar and 
eaten it.

Payment was eventually made for the 
cheesecake and, by the time police arrived, 
Watson had already left the premises.

Mr Weir added that when he was found 
by police, officers had searched Watson.

‘It was at this point the accused dropped 
an item to the ground which turned out to 
be 25g of cannabis resin worth £100,’ said 
Mr Weir.

‘He also had some material in his 
clenched fist which he put in his mouth 
and there was a strong smell of cannabis 
– it was some kind of vegetable material.’

This had turned out to be herbal canna-
bis, said Mr Weir, and Watson was taken 
to Fort William police station.

Defence agent Hamish Melrose said his 
client had been kept in custody for three 
nights as a result of the incident.

Mr Melrose told the court that Watson, 
who was employed aboard fishing vessels, 
had been in Fort William celebrating the 
approaching new year and had left about 
4.30pm.

Watson had gone to visit a friend and 
walked past the Glenuig Inn. 

‘He went inside. There was nobody 
about, so he shouted hello,’ explained Mr 
Melrose.

‘It was at this point Mr Watson noticed 
some cheesecake on the bar and helped 
himself. When the owner appeared he 
noticed Mr Watson was under influence 
of alcohol.

‘There followed a bit of to-ing and fro-
ing with the owner eventually managing to 
obtain Mr Watson’s credit card from his 
wallet for payment for the cheesecake.

‘So the manager was not out of pocket as 
far as the cake was concerned.’

Mr Melrose said Watson had then left 
the inn, but on walking past an hour and 
20 minutes later, having visited his friend, 
he spotted police officers outside and had 
approached them.

‘He didn’t register it was to do with him 
and he approached the police officers and 
the incident with the cannabis took place 
and he was arrested,’ Mr Melrose told the 
court.

Sheriff Robert MacDonald said he was 
prepared to deal with the matter by way 
of a fine after taking into account that 
Watson had spent New Year and three 
days in custody as a result.

‘Here’s hoping that is a bit of a lesson to 
you,’ added Sheriff MacDonald, who said 
the charges were not trivial matters and 
fined Watson a total of £315.

Watson’s plea of not guilty to a charge of 
acting in a racially aggravated manner by 
shouting racist remarks at Mr MacFarlane 
was accepted by the Crown.

Fort woman 
fi ned for 
possession 
of cocaine
A FORT William woman was 
fined £180 for possession of 
cocaine when she appeared 
at the town’s sheriff court this 
week.

Yvonne Davies, of Kennedy 
Road, was appearing for 
sentencing for the offence, 
which took place on May 19 
last year in the car park near 
to Morrisons supermarket in 
Fort William.

The court heard that Davies, 
31, who had pleaded guilty to 
the offence, had been stopped 
and searched by police of-
ficers in possession of relevant 
information.

Davies was found to have two 
wraps containing 0.8g of co-
caine with a value of between 
£50 and £80.

Defence agent Hamish Mel-
rose said his client had been 
unaware the cocaine was in 
her bag until being alerted by 
a message just shortly before 
she was stopped by the police 
officers.

Kate Forbes MSP campaigned for funding.

Charity hosts Fort Easter egg hunt
IT WAS good to be in Fort 
William High Street last 
Saturday where families were 
meeting and greeting, hunting 
for letters.

They were searching for quiz 
answers and having fun during 
the scavenger hunt organised 
by Lochaber Sensory Care 
(LSC) to promote awareness of 
what the charity is and what it 
does as well as earning a small 

amount towards the day-to-day 
running costs.

Many thanks went to every-
one for their support. Thanks 
also to the High Street shop-
keepers who entered into the 
fun by ‘hiding’ a letter, to Fort 
William Town Team for the use 
of The Hub at The Parade as a 
start and finish point,  and to 
all those who donated Easter 
eggs for prizes – Neileen, 

Jacky, Tesco, Morrisons, J Al-
lan, Caol and the  Co-op stores 
in Caol and Corpach – and for 
cash donations received.

Without them all LSC would 
not have managed to fulfil its 
aim but it certainly has been 
achieved. Congratulations to 
the quiz prize-winners.

LSC says it will see everyone 
next year, same time, same 
place.

Youngsters enjoyed taking part in the scavenger hunt.
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“You will get a cheaper conservatory -  
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Call today & get your conservatory the way you want it
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and feel of your home

Castle reveals 
ambitious 
future plans
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Rare Skye dinosaur prints 
shine a light on lost period
DOZENS of giant footprints 
discovered on a Scottish island 
are helping to shed light on an 
important period in dinosaur 
evolution.

The tracks were made 170 mil-
lion years ago in a muddy, shallow 
lagoon in what is now the north-
east coast of the Isle of Skye.

Most of the prints were made 
by long-necked sauropods – 
which stood up to two metres 
tall – and by similarly sized 
theropods, which were the older 
cousins of tyrannosaurus rex.

The find is globally important 
as it is rare evidence of the Mid-
dle Jurassic period, from which 
few fossil sites have been found 
around the world. Researchers 
measured, photographed and 
analysed about 50 footprints in 
a tidal area at Brothers’ Point 
– Rubha nam Brathairean – a 
dramatic headland on Skye’s 
Trotternish peninsula.

The footprints were difficult 
to study owing to tidal condi-
tions, the impact of weathering 
and changes to the landscape. 

Despite this, scientists identi-
fied two trackways in addition 
to many isolated footprints.

Researchers used drone 
photography to make a map of 
the site. Additional images were 
collected using a paired set of 
cameras and tailored software 
to help model the prints.

Analysis of the clearest prints 
– including the overall shape 
of the track outline, the shape 
and orientation of the toes, and 
the presence of claws – enabled 
scientists to ascribe them to 
sauropods and theropods.

The study, carried out by 
the University of Edinburgh, 
Staffin Museum and Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, was pub-
lished in the Scottish Journal of 
Geology. It was supported by a 
grant from the National Geo-
graphic Society and subsidiary 
funding from the Association 
of Women Geologists, Derek 
and Maureen Moss, Edinburgh 
Zoo and Edinburgh Geological 
Society.

Paige dePolo, who led the 
study, conducted the research 
while she was an inaugural stu-

dent in the university’s research 
Master’s degree programme in 
palaeontology and geobiology.

Ms dePolo said: ‘This track-
site is the second discovery of 
sauropod footprints on Skye. 
It was found in rocks that 
were slightly older than those 
previously found at Duntulm 
on the island and demonstrates 
the presence of sauropods in 
this part of the world through a 
longer timescale than previous-
ly known. This site is a useful 
building block for us to continue 
fleshing out a picture of what 

dinosaurs were like on Skye in 
the Middle Jurassic.’

Dr Steve Brusatte, of the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh’s School of 
GeoSciences, who led the field 
team, said: ‘The more we look on 
the Isle of Skye, the more dino-
saur footprints we find. This new 
site records two different types of 
dinosaurs – long-necked cousins 
of brontosaurus and sharp-
toothed cousins of T rex hanging 
around a shallow lagoon, back 
when Scotland was much warmer 
and dinosaurs were beginning 
their march to global dominance.’

Superfast broadband 
delivered to Knoydart

MSPs agree new hearing 
on Skye health petition

HOMES and businesses in 
Knoydart and the Loch Nevis 
area can now enjoy the benefits 
of superfast broadband thanks 
to a collaboration between a 
salmon farming firm and a rural 
broadband company.

Scottish Sea Farms and 
HebNet have upgraded the 
local infrastructure with a state-
of-the-art, enterprise-grade 
wireless link between Skye and 
Knoydart capable of delivering 
superfast broadband of 30MB/s 
or more to end users, putting the 
area on a par with broadband 
provision in parts of central 
Scotland.

Adding to this, Scottish Sea 
Farms has invested in a dedi-
cated fibre optic connection, 
supplied by community internet 
service provider HUBS CIC, 
which links the core networks 
of both organisations, guaran-
teeing capacity, availability and 
quick resolution in the event of 
a fault.

For the wider community, the 
increased capacity makes things 
like smart-enabled TVs, gaming 
and live streaming applications 
such as YouTube, Netflix and 
Amazon Prime an everyday 
reality.

The area had previously been 
served by an internet service 
that was struggling to cope with 
the increased demands being 
placed on it.

Jim Gallagher, managing 
director of Scottish Sea Farms, 
said: ‘Each and every pound our 
company invests is focused on 
one thing - enhancing the health 

and welfare of our fish - and this 
latest investment helps us do 
exactly that.

‘It also contributes towards 
our goal of ensuring that the 
communities in which we live 
and work derive maximum 
benefit from us being there, by 
offering access to the same high 
levels of connectivity that come 
as standard in more central 
locations.’

The new enterprise-grade 
wireless link went live last 
month, keeping HebNet on 
track to meet or exceed require-
ments set out within the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to 
deliver Next Generation Access 
broadband well ahead of the 
2021 target.

Ian Bolas, director at HebNet, 
which also supplies broadband 
for the nearby Small Isles and 
Elgol, added: ‘Designing and 
installing the infrastructures 
required by the remote loca-
tions we serve is one challenge, 
but meeting the significant cost 
involved is quite another.

‘By working with Scottish Sea 
Farms, who met well over 50 
per cent of those costs, we have 
been able to bring forward our 
own planned upgrades by as 
much as 12 months – something 
that will benefit local residents, 
businesses and tourists.’

Scottish Sea Farms is working 
with another community in 
Drimnin on the shores of the 
Sound of Mull to help bring 
high speed wi-fi to the area 
where previously there had been 
little or no internet access.

MSPs at the Scottish Parliament 
have decided to host a further 
hearing on a petition seeking 
to reverse the proposed contro-
versial redesign of healthcare 
services in Skye, Lochalsh and 
South West Ross.

Skye MSP Kate Forbes called 
for the petition to remain open, 
along with cross-party Highland 
MSPs, because of unresolved 
‘grave concerns’ about health-
care provision in the north of 
Skye, and the Public Petitions 
Committee agreed to defer a 
decision on the final course of 
action on the petition until a 
separate review by Sir Lewis 
Ritchie is completed.

The Holyrood petition, which 
was first heard in 2015, calls 
for an Independent Scrutiny 
Panel (ISP) to be established to 
examine NHS Highland’s major 
service change proposals in the 
region.

Last Thursday’s committee 
meeting was the ninth time the 

petition has been discussed by 
MSPs. Ms Forbes commented: 
‘The healthcare professionals, 
nurses and doctors in Portree 
and Broadford are doing a 
tremendous job and deserve our 
thanks and gratitude.

‘This petition has been 
discussed by this cross-party 
committee a number of times 
over the past few years and it 
has allowed committee mem-
bers to request answers from 
NHS Highland and the Scottish 
Government.

‘Since the petition was 
first launched, out-of-hours 
provision has become more of 
a concern due to occasional 
suspensions.

‘That is why the review being 
conducted by Professor Sir 
Lewis Ritchie is so critical.

‘I am pleased that the com-
mittee agreed to the cross-party 
suggestion to keep the petition 
open until the review is com-
plete.’

AMBITIOUS plans for the future de-
velopment of the ancient home of Clan 
Donald have been revealed.

Armadale Castle, Gardens and Mu-
seum in Sleat, Isle of Skye, announced 
the plans for the estate at an event in 
the stables on the castle grounds on 
Thursday March 22, writes Sara Bain.

In attendance were representatives 
from local tourist organisations, Vis-
itScotland and interested individuals 
who came to hear what the future holds 
for the historic Skye attraction.

The plans include the creation of 
new jobs in the gardens and café and 
collaborative opportunities with local 
organisations.

A newly-appointed garden project 
manager will help develop new initiatives 
in the Historic Environment Scotland 
Designated Landscape, while a new 
café-bar-restaurant within the stables, in 
collaboration with the team behind Deli 
Gasta in Broadford, will create openings 
for a chef and waiting staff.

Consultants RAA, the team behind 
a host of projects such as the recent 
revamp of the National Museum of 
Scotland, have been working with mu-
seum staff over the winter to review the 

offer and develop proposals for future 
development.

Christine Davis, marketing manager, 
said: ‘It was great to see so many busi-
nesses from across Skye at our launch 
event. We’ve had a huge amount of 
positive feedback and are really looking 
forward to the coming season, especial-
ly to welcoming visitors to our new café 
and exhibition.’

The venue’s 2018 programme involves 
a number of collaborations with the 

Sleat community, including an exhibi-
tion to explore the impact of the First 
World War in Skye with Sleat Primary 
School and High Life Highland and an 
extensive musical programme with the 
help of SEALL (Skye Events for All).

Coming Home: World War I in the 
Highlands is the theme for the tempo-
rary exhibitions gallery in Armadale’s 
Museum of the Isles this year.  

The programme is a collaboration with 
High Life Highland, which operates 

venues including Inverness Museum 
and Art Gallery.

Sue Geale, museum manager and mem-
ber of the committee, commented: ‘We 
have been working hard over the winter to 
put in place a number of exciting new in-
itiatives. We are pleased to be partnering 
with local organisations such as SEALL 
and High Life Highland. It looks set to 
be another busy season and we’re looking 
forward to welcoming friends and visitors 
from around the globe.’

Castle sta� : Mags Macdonald, accommodation and functions manager; Sue Geale, museum manager; Christine Davis, 
marketing manager; Chris Cartwright, estate manager; and Iain Farquharson, � nance director. 
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Changes 
to Uig 
service
A KNOCK-ON effect of the 
MV Clansman’s extended dry 
dock has required CalMac to 
reshuffle its fleet to continue 
to deliver lifeline services to 
communities it supports in the 
Western Isles.

The vessel is currently having 
extensive repairs done to her 
propulsion system in Scandinavia.

The MV Hebridean Isles is 
moving to operate the Uig-Tar-
bert-Lochmaddy triangle and 
MV Hebrides will sail south to 
service Tiree, Coll and Colonsay 
before heading for her own de-
layed overhaul when MV Clans-
man is returned to operations.

‘With only a limited number 
of major vessels in the fleet, 
when one is unexpectedly out 
of service we need to use the 
resources that we have to main-
tain reliable operations to every 
community that depends on us,’ 
said CalMac’s head of opera-
tions (north) Robert Morrison.

‘We understand that this 
will cause disruption to the 
communities on North Uist and 
Harris, which we apologise for. 
However, we believe it is the best 
solution within the resources we 
have to deliver reliable services.

‘We will provide every assis-
tance to disrupted customers 
travelling Uig-Tarbert and 
Uig-Lochmaddy, which may 
involve alternative sailings or 
re-routing to other served ports 
to make connections.’

The MV Hebridean Isles was 
involved in a docking incident at 
Tiree in February which is still 
under investigation.

The Am Bàta boatbuilding course has taught more than 50 pupils at Plockton High School.

Fears for boatbuilding course
FUNDING for a boatbuilding 
course at Plockton High School 
has come to an end, leaving the 
future of the project in doubt.

The Am Bàta boatbuilding 
course, which has been running 
for more than 10 years, may 
come to an end once funding for 
the project from West Highland 
College (UHI) stops in May.

Science technician at Plockton 
High James Phimister explained 
that the lack of funding left them 
with ‘no other option but to moth-
ball’ the course.

He said: ‘We have taught 
more than 50 pupils the skills 
of traditional boatbuilding and 
have worked with West Highland 
College (UHI) for the past three 
years. We have formed part-
nerships with the local forestry 
commission, which has kindly 
donated all of the Achmore Eu-
ropean larch we have required.

‘We are putting out a request to 
local organisations to help fund 

us. The project needs £15,000 
per year to continue offering 
this truly remarkable and unique 
course.’

Am-Bata is the only centre 
to run the course with SQA 
accreditation, meaning its pupils 
leave school with accreditation in 
traditional boatbuilding and re-
pair, as well as gaining individual 
accreditation in the smaller units 
such as working with tools.

The project is a collaboration 
between Plockton High’s technol-
ogy department and Mark Stockl, 
a boatbuilder based in Ullapool.

This year’s cohort of eight stu-
dents are busy completing a 15ft 
inboard motor launch, a first for 
the course, for a client on Skye.

The students have also started 
the high profile restoration of 
The Lady’s Boat - a 180-year-old 
Norwegian rowing boat, to be 
displayed in the reception area of 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on Skye.

Head of technologies at the 

school Neil Jardine said: ‘Our 
aim has always been, and con-
tinues to be, for pupils to build 
their entrepreneurial capacity, 
work through and deal with 
problems in collaboration with 
others, while developing strong 
employability skills.’

He continued: ‘We are entering 
a new era for Am Bàta and, in 
the coming years, it is our wish 
to continue offering exceptional 
opportunities such as this to our 
students.

‘The prospect of financially 
securing the future of the course 
for the next three to five years 
would enable us to plan ahead 
and make further improvements, 
ensuring the young people from 
our community have the best 
possible chances to follow their 
chosen career paths.’

The £15,000 needed to keep the 
course running will be primarily 
used to pay for the professional 
tuition Mark provides.
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DIOPLÒMA ANNS NA 
MEADHANAN GÀIDHLIG
Iarrtasan fosgailte airson 2018-2020

Sàr chùrsa a’ tairgsinn chothroman ionnsachaidh 
ann an iomadh cuspair - sgilean camara, fuaim, 
solais agus gearradh; riochdachadh is stiùireadh 
telebhisein;  riochdachadh rèidio; naidheachdas, 
dràma agus spòrs.

Tha an dàrna bliadhna ga cur seachad a’      
trèanadh fad deich mìosan anns an àite-obrach.

Airson foirm-iarrtais cuiribh fios gu:

cni.smo@uhi.ac.uk

Chan eil cùrsa cho prìseil coltach ris ann 
an Alba, a bheir dhut am fiosrachadh 
agus an tuigse a' dh'fheumas thu airson 
dreuchd anns na meadhanan.

Warned 
for public 
indecency 
incident
A SHERIFF warned a Loch-
aber man he would have ended 
up on the sex offenders’ register 
if children had been present 
when he exposed himself in a 
supermarket.

David O’Hara, 24, appeared 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
last week and pleaded guilty to 
a charge of stealing food in the 
Co-op at Caol on December 3 
last year and to a public inde-
cency offence.

Procurator fiscal Robert Weir 
told the court O’Hara had been in 
the Co-op at Caol around 7.30am 
on the Sunday in question.

‘It was obvious to the staff that 
he was intoxicated. He walked 
up to the chilled sandwich isle 
and proceeded  to push some-
thing down his trousers and then 
walked towards the exit,’ said 
Mr Weir.

Staff had asked O’Hara to 
come back and asked him to re-
turn the packets of sandwiches.

It was at this point the court 
heard O’Hara had lowered his 
jogging bottoms and removed 
his T-shirt and in doing so ex-
posed himself.

Mr Weir continued: ‘The shop 
is in a residential area but, in 
fairness to the accused, the two 
members of staff didn’t actually 
see this action at this point and no 
members of the public witnessed 
it either. But police were alerted 
and the accused was arrested.’

Defence agent Hamish Mel-
rose told the court it was not 
surprising his client had little 
recollection of the incident as 
he was under the influence of 
alcohol at the time.

Mr Melrose explained that 
O’Hara had been trying to 
convince staff he was not in pos-
session of the items described by 
them. 

‘But even on the CCTV they 
could see the bulge where the 
sandwiches were beneath his jog-
ging bottoms,’ said Mr Melrose.

Sheriff Gary Aitken sentenced 
O’Hara to 40 hours of unpaid 
work in the community as a 
direct alternative to a fine.

And he warned the accused 
that while the actions of lower-
ing his clothing could just have 
been due to drunken stupidity 
over the hidden sandwiches, it 
could have had even more seri-
ous consequences.

‘If there had been any children 
present it would have resulted in 
mandatory registration on the sex 
offenders’ register, which I am 
sure is something you wouldn’t 
have wanted,’ said Sheriff Aitken.

On a further charge of theft of 
foodstuffs at the Spar Store in 
Grange Road, Fort William, on 
December 2 last year, O’Hara 
had his plea of not guilty accept-
ed by the Crown.

Donald Cameron of Lochiel made a presentation to Fiona at a ceremony in the museum’s Commando Room. Picture: Iain Ferguson

Fiona’s time at Fort 
museum comes to end
FOR 30 years, Fiona Marwick’s 
name has been synonymous 
with that of the West Highland 
Museum in Fort William.

But last week saw the museum 
mark the end of her extensive 
term as curator.

Fiona first started as secretary 
and curator in 1986 and served 
until 2007, leaving to bring up 
her family and then returning 
part-time in 2012.

Fiona also brought much expe-
rience to the museum and was 
its first qualified curator. 

During her years overseeing 
the artefacts, she brought it 
to its present highly-regarded 
position.

The museum trust also 
welcomed Vanessa Martin, of 
Spean Bridge, who takes over 

as the next curator and who will 
have Fiona as mentor for a peri-
od. Colleen Barker will remain 
as manager.

Vanessa has had much vol-
untary experience of museums 
elsewhere and has carried 
out several tasks for the West 
Highland Museum over the past 
seven years, particularly helping 
gain accreditation from Muse-
ums and Galleries Scotland.

Marking the event, chairman 
John Hutchison said past and 
present trustees were very grate-
ful for Fiona’s professionalism 
and dedication to the museum 
and wished her well in her other 
interests.

‘We are also delighted to wel-
come Vanessa Martin who joins 
our strong team,’ he added.

‘Sofa’ gig raises LMRT cash
TURNING their Hemel Hempstead 
home into a pub and watching live 
traditional Irish music from the com-
fort of their own sofa saw members of 
one family raise more than £250 for 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team 
(LMRT) recently.

This unusual fundraiser was hosted 
and created by the family of West 
Hertfordshire lecturer Ian Bell, 60,  
who died on Ben Nevis in August 
2015.

Not only did it help to support the 
Fort William-based rescue team 
who searched to find Ian when he 
went missing on the mountain, but it 
proved to be a night to remember for 
the 30-strong audience who squeezed 
into the family living room to share a 
special evening of music.

Supping Tring Brewery ale, tucking 
into home-cooked food  and sitting 
side by side on sofas, armchairs, bean 
bags and cushions in the modest-sized 
living room, the audience was treated 

to an intimate show from uillean 
piper, pianist, composer and multi-in-
strumentalist  John Devine and his 
son, Joe, on guitar and banjo.

‘We wanted to find a fun way to raise 
funds for the mountain rescue team. 

Enjoying great music at home was the 
answer,’ said Ian’s widow, Julia.

‘Our musician pals agreed to per-
form and support LMRT. It certainly 
was a very special moment shared.’

The intimate personalised perfor-

mance has inspired the family to host 
further music nights in the future.

‘The music was so special,’ said Ju-
lia. ‘Nothing beats sharing memorable 
music with people you know in your 
own comfy living room. It really was 
incredible.’

In August 2017, the family raised 
£1,000 by staging ‘IanFest’ - a music 
event in their back garden - and also 
raised a further £1,000 with the 
support of a collection at their local 
cinema – the Rex.

‘We cannot forget the dedicated work 
of the LMRT who searched to find Ian 
when he went missing on Ben Nevis,’ 
added Julia. ‘We met the team last year 
and were astounded by their work. All 
of them are volunteers. Every one of 
them is devoted to their rescue service.’

This year sees the 50th anniversary 
of Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team.   
For half a century they have been car-
rying out rescues on Ben Nevis and 
the surrounding mountains, attending 
rescues day or night, 365 days a year 
and in all weather conditions.

The mountain path on Ben Nevis 

alone is used by 70,000 to 100,000 
people a year and is in constant use 
by tourists, regular hill-walkers, run-
ners, charity fundraisers and climbers 
among others.

But, as Julia points out, it also, very 
sadly, provides a steady stream of casu-
alties suffering everything from minor 
sprains to serious and fatal injuries.

LMRT relies on fundraising to con-
tinue its essential work helping such 
unfortunate souls.

‘We will continue to fundraise for 
LMRT,’ said Julia. ‘They are all 
exceptional individuals and their fam-
ilies are behind them to support their 
voluntary work on the mountains.

‘Later this year we will hold another 
IanFest in the back garden. Until then, 
we just want to thank John and Joe 
Devine for their music, time, energy 
and support for this mini fundraiser.

‘It was so much fun and sharing 
music with mates and family was a 
great way to lift the loads of life, have 
a good time and, most importantly, 
remember dear Ian and the Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team.’

Lochaber MSP makes history with Gaelic speech
LOCHABER and Skye MSP 
Kate Forbes made history last 
Thursday when she became the 
first female MSP to give a plenary 
speech entirely in Gaelic in the 
Scottish Parliament chamber.

Ms Forbes said she decided to 
give her speech in Gaelic during 
a debate on Scotland’s support 
for the UNESCO Convention 
for the Safeguarding of Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage to show 
that the language was alive.

Fellow MSPs in the chamber 
were able to follow her contri-
bution as it was simultaneously 
translated through headsets.

Winnie Ewing gave a full 
speech in Gaelic back in 2000 

while the parliament met in the 
Church of Scotland General 
Assembly hall on the Mound in 
Edinburgh.

Fiona Hyslop and Linda Fabi-
ani have previously given part 
of their ministerial responses in 
Gaelic in the present parliament 
chamber, while several male 
MSPs, including Alasdair Allan 
and Dave Thompson, have given 
entire plenary speeches in the 
language.

In her address, the MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
said that, while there was no 
single magic answer to safe-
guarding and growing Gaelic, 
securing UNESCO status for the 

language would be an important 
step forward.

Ms Forbes, who also chairs 
Holyrood’s cross-party group 
on Gaelic, commented: ‘It was 
really important not only to talk 
about Gaelic, but to actually use 
the language in the Holyrood 
chamber to demonstrate that it is 
one of Scotland’s most significant 
cultural assets.

‘There is a lot of political sup-
port for the language, despite the 
inaccurate negativity about mon-
ey spent on Gaelic and occasional 
politicising.

‘Gaelic is the key to elements 
of our history, culture and music. 
That is why I believe it should be 

granted UNESCO status as an 
intangible cultural heritage.

‘It is a sad day for any society 
that forgets the rich cultural 
heritage of its past, and we need 
to protect Gaelic.’

Ms Forbes also said she was 
honoured to make history with 
her speech. She said: ‘Gaelic 
isn’t just a language of the past. 
There is a whole new generation 
of Gaelic speakers who have 
benefited from growth in Gael-
ic-medium education and Gaelic 
media like BBC Alba.

‘Yet, there is still an embarrass-
ment among young people about 
speaking Gaelic in every area of 
society. That is why I wanted to 

use Gaelic in the Holyrood cham-
ber, to prove that Gaelic isn’t just 
the language of school.

‘When it comes to Gaelic as a 
cultural asset, it’s not just about 
numbers in terms of Gaelic 
speakers or about an irrelevant 
past. Gaelic may not be spoken in 
as many homes as it was 100 years 
ago, but it is producing fantastic 
programming, writing new music 
and regenerating fragile rural 
areas.I am delighted there is po-
litical support across the chamber 
for Gaelic.’

The first time Gaelic was spoken 
in a meeting of parliament was 
June 16, 1999, by John Farquhar 
Munro on September 16.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Musician Joe Devine and friends entertain revellers.

Kate Forbes MSP.

West Highland College UHI 
welcomes new board members

Inverlochy man has sentence deferred for report

THE board of management at 
West Highland College UHI 
has appointed two new inde-
pendent board members.

John C Hutchison, chairman 
of the board, has welcomed the 
appointment of Bill Mitchell 
and Lisa MacAndrew, who, he 
said, will both bring a wealth of 
experience to their role as inde-
pendent members of the board.

Bill lives in Ardelve, near Kyle 
of Lochalsh, and has nearly 40 
years’ business and consulting 
expertise in senior international 
positions for some of the world’s 
best-known organisations.

He works with organisations 
across the UK, Europe and the 
USA in the areas of corporate 
performance and corporate 
recovery. He has lectured at 
both Strathclyde and Edinburgh 
Business Schools on contempo-
rary people management and 
organisation design issues.

Lisa is the general manager 
of digital and customer expe-
rience for the global company 
Computershare and has more 

than 14 years of experience in 
creating and executing digital 
and marketing strategies for 
global corporations as well as 
start-ups. Spending her time 
between Australia and the UK, 
she bases herself in Lochyside, 
Fort William, while in the UK. 
She was born and raised in Fort 
William and left living there 
full-time 20 years ago to go to 
university in Glasgow.

In welcoming new members, 
Mr Hutchison said: ‘Both Bill 
and Lisa have worked elsewhere 
in the world but by accepting a 
position on the board they are 

demonstrating great enthusiasm 
for the college and the local 
communities. Bill has lived in 
Lochalsh for many years and Lisa 
herself was born and brought up 
in Fort William and retains close 
connections to the area.

‘Lisa will sometimes be 
joining meetings from her 
Australian base, using the same 
video-conferencing facilities 
that the college and the UHI 
use across the Highlands and 
Islands for its networked cours-
es, demonstrating that distance 
and remoteness is no obstacle to 
full participation in college life.’

AN INVERLOCHY man 
had sentence deferred he 
appeared at Fort William 
Sheriff Court last week after 
admitting supplying another 
person with a quantity of the 
drug, 2CB.

Joe Watson, 22, of Inverlochy 
Court, pleaded guilty to the 
offence, which took place at 
the Viewforth car park in Fort 
William on March 18 last year.

Watson’s plea of not guilty 
to a charge of being in posses-

sion of cannabis in Inverlochy 
Court on the same day was 
accepted by the Crown.

Sheriff Gary Aitken deferred 
sentence until April 24 for a 
criminal justice social work 
report.

Bill Mitchell and Lisa MacAndrew.
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Glencoe and Duror

RETRO
Roamer
More items from the Retro Roamer 
columns of 30 years ago

The judges of Britain’s Got Talent would have been impressed by the e� orts of youngsters last week at Lundavra 
Primary School in Fort William. The pupils staged their own version of the popular television show entitled ‘Lundavra’s 

Got Talent 2018’ which provided fantastic entertainment. The photograph shows all the talented � nalists. 
JP F14 Lundvras got talent 2018 � nalists_2

RECYCLING in Lochaber is now easier 
thanks to new maps published by Loch-
aber Environmental Group (LEG) which 
earmark all the area’s recycling points.

Produced by the green community and 
designed by Frank Conway, the map has 
been supported through funding from 
Zero Waste Scotland and the Scottish 
Government’s Climate Challenge Fund.

The map shows locations where people 
can take everything from glass bottles and 
cardboard to light bulbs, batteries and 
clothes.

Marian Austin, volunteer director and 
chairwoman of LEG, said: ‘We hope the 
map will encourage people to recycle 
more. Increasing recycling helps reduce 
our impact on the environment and saves 

all of us money as waste is diverted from 
going to landfill which is an expensive 
option paid for by Lochaber residents via 
their council tax.’

An interactive map is available on LEG’s 
website lochaberenviro.org.uk, where a 
free PDF copy can also be downloaded.

Christine Rolin, LEG waste energy and 
waste officer, added: ‘Recycling is an easy 
way to do your bit to help fight climate 
change. The intention is to keep the map 
up-to-date, so if anyone notices any omis-
sions or incorrect information, please let 
LEG know and we can make changes.’

LEG has printed leaflets which it can 
post out free.

Contact Christine at info@lochaberen-
viro.org.uk or 01397 700090.

BALLACHULISH Co-op staff visited primary pupils 
in Glencoe and Duror to help the youngsters understand 
Fairtrade.

The staff visited the schools to deliver an interesting 
presentation on Thursday March 22. Pupils and parents 
also appreciated Fairtrade gifts from the shop.

KILMALLIE Community Council met 
on Monday February 26.

Among the items discussed were:
Police update: Ross McCartney intro-

duced himself as the new police commu-
nity liason officer, having moved from 
Paisley. Ross suggested Katie Duncan, 
community relations officer, attend a 
future meeting to introduce herself. She 
deals with and tries to resolve tensions in 
communities.

Banavie war memorial: Christine 
Hutchison reported she had received a 
complaint about illegibility of the names 
and she had written to Emma Tayler. 
Alf Leslie of Highland Council would 
approach a stone mason for an opinion on 
work needing carried out and the commu-
nity council is awaiting a response.

Catriona Davison, curator at Glencoe 
Folk Museum, had contacted the commu-
nity council about finding out more about 
two Cameron brothers from Strone killed 

in the war. It was agreed to include it in 
the newsletter.

Kilmallie Community Gardens: The 
community council thanked the individ-
ual who had rejuvenated the community 
gardens.

Update from the Fort William con-
gestion group: Ben Thompson advised 
that Transport Scotland had suggested a 
short-term improvement at Nevis Bridge 
to improve the flow of traffic as this had 
been identified as a trouble spot. 

AECOM has been given the job of 
suggesting what that improvement could 
be and there have been thoughts on a 
solution which needs action from British 
Telecom to progress. 

AECOM is carrying out an appraisal 
from Annat to Torlundy and the south-
side of Fort William with results due 
in the middle of the year. It is expected 
long-term approaches and solutions will 
emerge in due course.

CAOL Primary School turned out last Friday afternoon 
to say goodbye to one of the school’s longest-serving and 
best-loved members of staff.

Lisa MacGillivray has left Caol Primary School after 
20 years’ service and was given a fond farewell as the 
entire school gathered to wish her all the best.

On her departure, she said: ‘What a difficult, emotion-
al day it’s been. I have been well and truly spoiled. Caol 
school has been a huge part of my life as I attended it as 
a pupil and have worked here for 20 years.

‘It has been an absolute privilege. I will miss all the 
children. They are such wee darlings.’

A former Caol pupil, Mrs MacGillivray has worked as 
a clerical assistant and secretary throughout her time 
as a staff member at the school and was well-loved and 
respected by  pupils over the last two decades.

‘Thank you to all our parents for your support and 
friendship over the years. You should all be so proud of 
your children. They are all stars,’ she added.

KISHORN Port has 
secured supplementary 
funding from the Scottish 
Government to allow 
operators Kishorn Port Ltd 
(KPL) to extend the scope 
of its project.

With the help of the money 
from the Government’s De-
commissioning Challenge 
Fund and the continuing 
support of Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, KPL 
has embarked on a further 
£1 million upgrade to the 
port’s infrastructure.

Work includes the instal-
lation of a pumping system 
to quickly empty the dry 
dock, which is one of the 
largest in western Europe.

Cathodic protection to 
the sheet-piled structures 
at the dock is also being 
undertaken, along with the 
installation of fendering to 
protect the huge flooding 
tubes from accidental 
impact. During 2017, an ac-
cess ramp was blasted into 
the side of the dry dock and 
these funds will enable it to 
be permanently surfaced 
in concrete. The concrete 

AFTER 17 years making 
sure residents of Corpach 
and the surrounding area 
had an efficient postal 
service, Katie McCluskie 
has called it a day.

She retired last week from 
Corpach Post Office, in 
the local Co-op store, and 
will be heading back to her 
home village on Harris.

At a special presentation, 
Katie thanked all her 
customers and colleagues 
for their well wishes and 
kind gifts and wished her 
replacement Hazel Young 
well for the future as the 
new post office team lead-
er.

Youngsters impress with Lundavra’s Got Talent

Corpach post offi ce bids Katie farewell

Duror Primary School pupils learning about Fairtrade 
with sta�  from Ballachulish Co-op. 

Kilmallie Community Council

Lessons in Fairtrade

Recycling maps to help reduce waste

Aerial photo of the 160m diameter Kishorn dry dock taken in late 2017, following its � rst 
pump out since 1993, when it was used to cast the Skye Bridge supporting caissons. 

caisson gates, which were 
cast in the mid 1970s to 
enable the construction of 
super-sized oil production 
platforms, will undergo 
minor repair works and a 
new set of modified gate 
seals will be manufactured.

Simon Russell, a director 
of KPL, said: ‘These addi-
tional funds pave the way 
for Kishorn to enter into the 
growing decommissioning 
sector in Scotland. We are 
already receiving enquiries 
from parties interested in 

taking large floating struc-
tures into the dock. KPL 
has also started discussions 
with the relevant authorities 
to secure the required 
licences and permits to 
enable decommissioning to 
take place on the site.’

Kishorn Port secures decommissioning funds

* A 17-man syndicate from the BA fitting shop won 
the £34,722 first dividend in Vernon’s Pools at the 
weekend. Their £1 a head perm brought them eight 
score draws in a line, in a week when there were only 
nine score draws on the coupon. Fittingly, and with 
great attention to detail, they all landed £2,000, with 
some of the balance deposited in the BA Club.

* When is a Fort William town holiday not a Fort 
William town holiday? When it falls on the Ides of  
March, it would seem. The majority of the High Street 
shops were shut, while most of the High Street public 
service departments were open. At least, with the old 
style fast days, everyone knew what was happening - 
or not happening – in town.

* You have to marvel at some of the use and nuances 
of the English language. Take this three word sen-
tence, for example: ‘Four hour tour’. All pronounced 
differently. No wonder the ‘furriners’ get confused.

* Interesting to learn the region’s divisional plan-
ning offi ce is making its recommendations on the 
‘Views from the Fort’s new Relief Road’. They quote 
the Local Plan as recognising that the relief road/
bypass has ‘opened up to view the rather unfortunate 
rear elevations of properties on the southern side of 
the High Street’. Among those included, as an exam-
ple of unsympathetic modern local buildings by the 
planning people, is the ‘drab, horizontal, fl at-roofed 
structure of Tweeddale’. Tweeddale is, of course, the 
Fort William nerve centre of the region’s own divi-
sional planning offi ce!

* Now that Lochaber District Council’s environmen-
tal health services committee has outlawed smoking 
at its meetings, you’ll never guess what members have 
chosen as their latest ‘fix’ for soothing their nerves 
during the usually protracted Lochaber House pro-
ceedings. Cans of soft drinks are now finding their 
way into the Chamber of Hallows. Of course, with 
discussions concentrating on the environment, you 
can rest assured the empty tins will be taken away and 
disposed of in the town’s litter bins. Did I say ‘litter 
bins’? ‘Whereabouts are they?’ says you.

* Outside the NUPE /Fort William FC club, the 
action on Saturday really was ‘the berries’. In the car 
park, if not on Claggan Park, though the Fort v Deve-
ronvale match was entertaining enough. Roamer, aye 
me, had arrived lateish, but still half an hour ahead 
of Davie Revie. I parked the car close to the banking. 
Then I remembered the essential implement for Fort 
home games – the big, huge umbrella – was still in the 
boot. Opened it up, retrieved brolly and banged down 
the lid. It caught on a couple of very small branches 
of a berry bush. At the time, I said to myself ‘must 
remember to open the boot at the end of the game and 
free these wee branches’. Rushed back to the car park 
at full time to fi le my reports for the Sunday papers. 
Put the brolly (wet) on the fl oor beside the passenger 
seat. Then I started to drive off. Next thing there's 
much shouting and hoots of derisive laughter. There 
they all were, Standites and Clagganites, pointing at 
the back of the car. Got out, and there, clinging to the 
closed boot, was quite a bit of a berry bush. ‘We’d 
better read about this in Roamer,’ was the concerted 
chorus.  So, here you are. I managed to extract the 
branches and, by now, the place was heaving with 
spectators. Then John Sandison appeared and, as 
Claggan Park groundsman, volunteered to carry out 
any repatriating. ‘I only planted that bush last week,’ 
John told me. Aye, this one took the biscuit – and the 
bush.

* How about the Corpach housewife who lost her 
purse last week, £17-odd in it. She went home, very 
upset. Not long afterwards there was a knock on her 
door. A wee boy was standing on the step. ‘Have you 
lost anything missus?’ asks he. Came the reply: ‘Yes, 
my purse.’ The wee shaver then asked her to describe 
it. Full details given. ‘And how much was in it?’ the 
youngster continued. Methodically. ‘£17’, came the 
answer. At that, the lad said. ‘Near enough. It’s £17.20.’ 
Whereupon he handed over purse and contents. And 
he wouldn’t take even the 20p for his trouble and 
honesty. Aye, it restores your faith, doesn’t it.

* Then there was the local railwayman who had a 
phone call from a ‘higher authority’. ‘I’d like you to 
work your rest day, next Monday,’ he was advised. The 
response was this classic put-down. ‘Well, that’ll be a 
bit diffi cult. I retire this Saturday.’

* On May 28, Lochaber House sent out an invitation 
to councillors to attend a meeting of the environmen-
tal health services committee – to be held on April 21. 
So it’s not just the local extras in ‘Highlander’ who are 
timeless.

* If, like me, you don’t know what a £20 note looks 
like, you’ll have no problem with the forgeries which 
are apparently kicking about Lochaber. Meanwhile, 
it’s lamentable that one large Fort William store won’t 
accept £50 notes – whatever they are – to the extent 
that customers are told to go along to the bank to get 
them changed into smaller denominations. Meanwhile 
everyone behind you at the checkout just has to wait. 
That’s business?

* Now that Sammy has got planning permission for 
his chip shop in Caol, we can look forward to dining a 
la carte instead of a la van.

* Lots of weddings in Lochaber these days, even dur-
ing the World Cup. It was nice to see the couple who 
tied the knot last Saturday being given the Freedom of 
the Fort – the old-fashioned way – in a trailer pulled 
along the High Street by a LandRover.

Lisa MacGillivray with some Caol pupils.

Emotional send-off for 
school staff member

Montrose Mansions at Corpach.
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Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Looking closely at this photograph, you may think Oban’s parish minister, the Rev Dugald Cameron, has travelled back 
in time. However, the taller man in the back row is his father, also Dugald Cameron. And this is Clydebank Gaelic Choir 

taken in Oban in, possibly, 1953

Social media

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

WITH the passing of Easter weekend, 
Lent is over for another year and all 
those abstaining from chocolate, alco-
hol, coffee, sweets, tweets, fizzy drinks 
and Facebook will have spent the past 
few days gorging themselves into an 
alcohol, sugar and caffeine-fuelled 
frenzy of social networking and Easter 
egg-eating.

Normally I would launch into a 
ponderous essay about the benefits 
of sacrifice, delayed gratification and 
self-control, but I promised in the last 
issue to go for a more practical theme 
for this week.

With that in mind, I’m going to 
surprise you all with a recipe for a dish 
that can be enjoyed as part of a vegan 
diet, which has become a popular 
trend during Lent in recent years.

I did not follow a vegan diet for Lent 
but my other half, who is a nutritionist 
and likes to carry out food experiments 
on herself, did. For such a carnivorous 
animal, 40 days and nights without 
meat or any animal-derived products 

was quite a challenge, but it was a 
great catalyst for finding and creating 
new dishes such as the following.

Vegan Dream, as we christened it, is 
now part of our regular diet and will 
continue to be so long after the Easter 
bunnies are finished hopping for the 
year. 

One of the main attributes of this 
dish is that it is so quick and easy to 
prepare while apparently being very 
healthy. We first came across it while 
in Spain in February and then, for the 
duration of Lent, ate it nearly every 
day for breakfast.

Ingredients (serves two)
One avocado, three tomatoes, two 

slices of bread (preferably wholemeal 
sourdough) some olive oil and a pinch 
of salt and pepper.

Method.
1. Grate the tomatoes coarsely into a 

bowl and stir in a teaspoon of olive oil.
2. Cut the avocado in two, remove 

the stone, scoop the flesh, intact from 
the skin and chop each half into ap-
prox 5mm slices.

3. Toast the bread.
4. Drizzle olive oil on the toast.

5. Spoon the tomato mix onto the 
toast.

6. Place the sliced avocado on top of 
the tomato.

7. Sprinkle a pinch of salt and pepper 
over the top.

8. Eat.
An optional addition is rubbing half 

a clove of raw garlic on the toast before 
adding the olive oil.

So there you have it, the first of 
MacPhail’s recipes.

I abstained from alcohol for Lent 
this year and it must be a reflection of 
getting old and sensible that I hardly 
noticed – though I admit to having 
made three very small exceptions of 
one dram to mark a sad farewell, one 
dram to celebrate a happy welcome 
and half a glass of Guinness on St 
Patrick’s Day.

These modern-day minor attempts 
to prove to ourselves that we have an 
element of self-control do not com-
pare to 40 days’ and 40 nights’ fasting 
alone in the desert being tempted by 
the devil, but they can make for some 
interesting new additions to the staple 
diet.

No expansion of Loch 
Etive � sh farms
I refer to your report (The Oban Times, 
March 22) ‘Fly-tippers dump waste 
on shores of Loch Etive’ and also in 
the same edition on the appointment 
of Alison Hutchins as Dawnfresh’s 
director, for which I would like to 
congratulate her.

However, while all efforts to clear 
up the shoreline of Loch Etive are 
extremely welcome, and supported 
by Friends of Loch Etive, it would be 
incomplete not to note that the stor-
age by Dawnfresh of unused fish farm 
cages and other fish farm equipment 
on the shoreline continues at Inverawe 
despite an enforcement notice served 
by Argyll and Bute Council requiring 
an end to the practice.

This matter has been pursued by the 
council for some months.

An appeal was made by Dawnfresh 
to the Scottish Government, over the 
heads of Argyll and Bute Council, but 
Dawnfresh lost that appeal and its 
arguments were rejected by the Re-
porter for the Scottish Government.

Since then, the continued failure 
of Dawnfresh to remove its unused 
fish farming equipment scattered on 
the shoreline at Inverawe should be 
of concern to everyone in the Etive 
community.

I also note that Ms Hutchins reports 
there were no problems with sea lice 
in Loch Etive ‘just now’. 

In 2012, Dawnfresh stated that none 
of its sites had ever required a sea 
lice treatment, but since the massive 
expansion and intensification of op-
erations on Loch Etive, as SEPA data 
shows, Dawnfresh has had to treat its 
fish for sea lice regularly with a range 
of chemical treatments, including 
organophosphate and synthetic pyre-
throid agents.

Readers of The Oban Times will also 
recall that the wild salmon run on the 
River Awe last year was the worst on 
record, and followed several years 
during which Dawnfresh struggled 
to keep sea lice under control on its 
Loch Etive farms at the time that ju-
venile wild salmon smolts would have 
first been leaving the River Awe to go 
to sea for the first time.

Those smolts would have had to run 
the gauntlet of a massively raised sea 
lice population in Loch Etive, many 
orders of magnitude higher than any 
natural background level of sea lice.

Fisheries scientists are clear that 
smolts, heavily infected with sea lice, 
simply do not survive and do not 
return as adult fish.

It is also worth noting that, unlike 
the salmon farmers, who have pub-
lished aggregated sea lice data for 
their farms since 2013, and who now 
have committed to publish by the end 
of April of this year full real-time 
farm-specific sea lice data, as well as 
all historic sea lice data, Dawnfresh 
does not publish its sea lice data, nor 
has made the same commitment to 
publish its historic data as the salmon 
farmers.

On top of this, Dawnfresh has also 
suffered two large escapes of fish 
from its farms since last August, 
from the new farm at Sailean Ruadh 
(Etive 6) and most recently of more 
than 5,000 rainbow trout from its 

farm on Loch Awe at Braevallich. It is 
clear that Loch Awe and Loch Etive 
are suffering the effects of Dawnfresh 
fish-farming.

There can and should be no further 
expansion on either loch and current 
operations must be brought under 
stronger regulation, as the Scottish  
Parliament’s Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform Committee 
has just indicated in its recent report 
into fish farming.

Keith Macmillan,
Trustee, Friends of Loch Etive.

GP contract will 
provide better service
I am writing in response to your 
rather alarmist article on the new GP 
contract (‘Warning Argyll could lose 
GPs in new contract’, The Oban Times, 
March 22), which contains some 
misunderstandings about the new ar-
rangements and could cause patients 
unnecessary concern.

The new GP contract for Scotland is 
a historic step towards ensuring a sus-
tainable future for general practice. 
The agreement to implement the new 
contract was a landmark decision for 
general practice in Scotland that will 
help to restore hope to the profession 
and encourage more doctors to choose 
careers as GPs.

The contract, which received strong 
support from the profession in a poll 
this year, was widely consulted on 
through a variety of methods, includ-
ing roadshows (in 2015, 2016 and 
2017), online Q&A sessions, webcasts 
and email communications.

It aims to reduce workload pressures 
and re-establish general practice as 
an attractive career choice, improving 
GP recruitment and retention. It also 
provides for an expanded multi-disci-
plinary team to work with GP prac-
tices where appropriate to provide 
direct access to services for patients, 
allowing GPs to concentrate on being 
expert medical generalists.

However, we recognise that all 
practices are not the same and that 
is why the new contract retains GP 
autonomy so practices can continue to 
deliver the services their communities 
need. The Remote and Rural Short 
Life Working Group is being set up 
to make recommendations on how the 
contract can best be implemented in 
remote and rural areas.

The public should be reassured that 
this will not have a negative impact on 
the care they receive from their GP 
practice, with practices continuing to 
employ practice teams as is currently 
the case. In reality, there will be little 
visible difference for patients; they will 
still have access to medical advice and 
services in their local practice, as and 
when required.

The additional funding attached to 
this contract is a significant investment 
and demonstrates the value placed 
on the role of general practice in the 
NHS in Scotland. The new contract 
offers income stability and reduced 
business risk to individuals.

It is important to stress no practice 
will lose funding as a result of this 
contract, as it has been designed to 
protect the funding of every practice 
in Scotland, while addressing the 

relative underfunding of practice 
workloads associated with elderly and 
deprived populations. It is also impor-
tant to note this income guarantee is 
not time limited.

I believe this contract offers some-
thing to GP practices in every part 
of Scotland and will help to deliver 
a first-class primary care service for 
patients, ensuring a sustainable future 
for general practice in Scotland.

Dr Alan McDevitt,
Chairman, 
BMA’s Scottish GP Committee.

Sea eagles are killing 
sheep on our hillsides
Tom Cullen’s warning of the conse-
quences of reintroducing predators 
(Letters, The Oban Times, February 
22) is the most sensible suggestion I 
have heard in the sea eagles debate.

As a Norwegian sheep farmer told us 
at a farmers’ meeting, they lose 16 per 
cent of their flocks each year to sea 
eagles and lynx.

There are now 150 breeding pairs 
on the west coast of Scotland and they 
are now killing our adult breeding hill 
ewes and hoggets. They have stripped 
the hills and moors of wildlife.

The SSPCA and well-meaning but 
ignorant wildlife charities are march-
ing through the streets of Edinburgh 
trying to save foxes, who also kill 
lambs.

Name and address supplied.

Deposit scheme will 
address littering
I have been very interested to read re-
cent letters about the problem of litter 
in our beautiful area, and delighted to 
see the coverage of clean-ups featured 
in The Oban Times. It is wonderful to 
see concerned people fighting back at 
the scourge of litter, and I hope some 
may have the time and inclination to 
carry on picking it up throughout the 
year.

It would be wonderful if the com-
munity councils, or concerned locals, 
living along the A82 could consider 
‘adopting a lay-by to keep it free of 
litter, as some of them, in some of the 
most scenic areas, are in a dreadful 
state. (This is not meant as criticism 
of those residents, but it definitely is of 
the people who drop the litter.)

Last Hogmanay, one of these lay-bys 
was full of litter, just as all the tour 
buses and tourists were flooding in for 
the celebrations. What sort of impres-
sion does this give to visitors?

I have taken to travelling with a roll 
of bin bags and a litter-picker, but don’t 
travel the A82 frequently enough to 
make a real difference.

It is good news that a deposit (or, in 
my opinion, a pre-loaded fine for lit-
tering) is being introduced elsewhere, 
on the bottles and cans that are cast on 
every road in the country. 

I hope the scheme is introduced in 
Scotland soon and, while my expe-
rience in other countries that have 
this scheme showed that it didn’t cure 
littering, it certainly makes it doubly 
worthwhile for those who pick it up.

Name and address supplied.

A picture of a rat clinging to a 
clothesline in a Soroba garden  as it 
tried to get to a bird feeder prompt-
ed a response on Facebook.
John Muir: ‘This three-weekly uplift 
does concern folks putting waste food 
in bins...bag it and bin it...chucking 
waste food unbagged into green 
bins does cause rats and most of all 
MAGGOTS!!! Don’t moan...get together 
and help with the problem as young 
kids could get serious infections...so 
come on people of bonnie Oban...bag 
the waste foods and bin it...keep your 
community tidy and SAFE.’
Peggy Baker: ‘Putting food out for the 
birds encourages rats – birds can � nd 
their own food.’
James Strang: ‘Disgusting brought on 
by our lazy councillors and the silly way 
they set up bin collections.’

Samantha Leiper: ‘Sorry but not 
surprised – when I was up in the last 
couple of weeks the bins were severely 
over-� owing, all bins were full and 
people had chucked their rubbish next 
to the bins...granted not all people can 
take their rubbish to the dump or a� ord 
to pay someone to do a dump run...it’s 
a disgrace especially with amount of 
kids that stay up there.’
John Murphy: ‘There will always be 
rats, we live in the countryside.’

The installation of new crash barri-
ers on the A85 between Oban and 
Dunbeg has been the subject of 
comment.
Varinia Thompson: ‘So, new barrier, 
what about the potholes?’
Muir Templeton: ‘Yes to the houses 
but when that road meets the Oban 

main road what happens? You need a 
bypass as when all the 750 houses are 
� nished it will be grid lock. I sussed this 
out. Your planners have not got a clue 
– it’s a bottle neck when you hit Oban 
and all the tra�  c. Will be big stand stills 
specially when the tourists come. Hey 
I work on big road projects all over 
UK and the � rst thing they do is make 
main roads wider, bypass put in to stop 
congestion. ‘
Duncan Campbell: ‘Should  have been 
a 40mph limit all the way out to Connel, 
wouldn’t have needed the barriers.’
Duncan Ferguson: ‘Are they nuts?i 
came through at 3 from Dunbeg side 
and there were � ve cars behind me yet 
the tra�  c Oban side was backed into 
town! Sort it out! No wonder people 
are jumping lights!’
Neil Mcgurk: ‘Nice looking barrier.’

THA MI A’ SGRÌOBHADH SEO 
air latha ceann-bliadhna shònraichte 
dhomh fhìn, agus tha mi ga sgrìob-
hadh nas tràithe nan àbhaist air sgàth 
‘s gum bheil sinn a’ falbh dhan Eilean 
Sgitheanach airson beagan làithean.

Mar a thachair, tha ar ceann-bli-
adhna pòsaidh agus ceann-bliadhna 
ogha dhuinn ann beagan làithean ron 
cheann-bliadhna agam fhìn agus tha 
mo cheann na bhrochan eadar gach 
cuirm is ùpraid a th’ air a bhith dol fad 
na seachdaine.

Tuigidh sibh gur e làithean toilichte 
a tha seo dhuinne mar theaghlach. 
Ach ged a bha an t-seachdain seo 
cudromach, chan urrainn dhomh gun 
a bhith a’ beachdachadh air an naoid-
heamh latha fichead den Mhàrt an-
ath- bhliadhna agus sgaradh oifigeil 
Bhreatann bhon Aonadh Eòrpaich. 
Ged a tha luchd-poilitigs air a bhith a’ 
bleith an cuid theangannan mun seo 
fad ùine mhòr agus na meadhanan 
naidheachd a’ togail an cuid cheiste-
an is bheachdan fhèin air cùisean, 
saoilidh mi gum bheil mòr-shluagh na 

dùthcha gu math mì-shoilleir fhathast 
mun bhuaidh a bhios aig Brexit air ar 
beatha làitheil.

Agus tha ceann-latha an dealachaidh 
a’ teannadh oirnn glè luath! Gun 
teagamh tha an gluasad seo dol a 
chiallachadh barrachd dha cuid de 
ghnìomhachasan na dùthcha seach 
feadhainn eile ach saoilidh mi gun toir 
lùghdachadh sam bith air teachd-a- 
steach na rìoghachd buaidh, agus gu 
h-àraidh aig àm far am bheil ionmhas 
poblach agus maoin leasachaidh air a 
bhith cho gann fad bhliadhnaichean.

Chan eil e gu diofar cò an taobh 
a sheallas tu feadh nan sgìrean as 
iomallaiche den dùthaich chithear 
rathaidean is goireasan de gach seòr-
sa nach biodh idir ann às aonais taic 
ionmhais Eòrpach. Cha b ‘iongnadh 
mar sin ged a bhiodh iomagain mhòr 
feadh nan coimhearsnachdan sin gu 
sònraichte a thaobh na tha an dàn nu-
air a sguireas na sruthan ionmhais sin. 
Fhad ‘s a tha gnìomhachas an iasgaich 
air seachd fadachdan fichead a

ghabhail a’ feitheamh ri leithid 
seo de sgaradh gus smachd às ùr 
fhaotainn air a chuid làraich iasgaich 
tha ceist air leithid gnìomhachas an 
àiteachais ach am bi an Riaghaltas air 

chomas, neo fiù ‘s deònach, na h-aon 
ìrean taice a chumail ris-san?

Le dealbh car mì-shoilleir agus 
beagan dubhach a’ tighinn thugam 
mu Bhrexit nach math gum bheil 
naidheachdan eile ann a tha toirt togail 
dhomh. Sgoil Ghàidhlig ùr Phort Rìgh 
deiseil mu dheireadh thall agus gu bhith 
a’ fosgladh an dèidh na Càisge.

Gach soirbheachadh leatha agus 
mo bheannachd aig an fheadhainn a 
rinn strì cho treun ga buinnig. Agus 
le Plana Nàiseanta Gàidhlig ùr ga 
fhoillseachadh feumaidh sinn a bhith 
misneachail air adhartas leasachaidh 
dhan chànan thar na còig bliadhna 
romhainn.

BRITAIN will officially leave the 
EU on my birthday in 2019, and I’m 
not sure that it will be a present that 
I welcome.

I do warmly welcome news that 
Portree’s new Gaelic-medium school 
will open after the Easter break, and 
best wishes to staff and pupils. Best 
wishes also for the realisation of the as-
pirations of the 2018-23 National Gaelic 
Language Plan published last week.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

As we report this week on page one, there are two 
very positive industrial initiatives which serve only 

to highlight the disappointing decision by Stagecoach to 
close its Fort William depot.

GFG Alliance and Marine Harvest are investing 
significantly in their respective fields, and very welcome 
they are.

GFG plans to spent some £60 million over the next 
two years to boost hydro-power capacity in Scotland after 
acquiring Highland energy firm Green Highland Renewa-
bles. And Marine Harvest has submitted an application to 

Highland Council to increase production at its ‘open sea’ 
salmon farm off the Isle of Muck.

It is fair to say that both these companies have made a 
major impact in their areas of operation and are boosting 
the local economy in large measure. And both have been 
very good for the communities where they are major em-
ployers as well as bringing social benefits.

Stagecoach, on the other hand, is abandoning Lochaber, 
a decision that has been slammed by the area’s senior 
councillor, Andrew Baxter. It is difficult not to agree with 
Mr Baxter’s point of view.
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Anyone planning to 
spend a night or more 
in this hidden gem 
will find an excellent 
choice of accommo-
dation. 

Carradales offers lux-
ury first class quality 
with character

A five star chef 
who has created 
culinary delight for 
some of London’s top 
boardrooms is the 
menu maestro behind 
Kintyre’s latest hospi-

tality sensation.
Steve Reed includes 

brewers Whitbread 
and the Harrods’ 
owners on his cooking 
curriculum vitae.

Carradales offers 
intimate accommo-
dation of four double, 
all en suite, luxury 
bedrooms, two with 
free standing baths, 
named after some of 
the regions’ most fa-
mous castles: Skipness, 
Tarbert, Dunaverty 

and Saddell.
All bathrooms 

include under-floor 
heating and infra-red 
non-mist mirrors.

The Victorian for-
mer manse, built in 
1880, has been styled 
with exclusive mate-
rials from designers 
including William 
Morris, Designers 
Guild and Savile Row 
and can be previewed 
at: www.carradales.
com

www.carradale cottages.com

Family coming down?
Need some extra room

Our exceptional wee cottages for 2 or 4 people are 
available any days of the week (minimum 3 nights)

JUST THE JOB !
01583 431 683

Carradale PA28 6QG
Tel 01583 431119 M 07968 477563

www.carradales.com

Carradales dining room

NESTLED in the stunning countryside, in a hidden 
and beautiful part of Scotland, lies the small and pic-
turesque historic � shing village of Carradale. 

Boasting stunning views across the Sound of Kil-
brannan, the location does not disappoint and the 
tranquil Carradale Bay is an ideal spot for walking and 
paddling in shallow waters. 

For those who love the great outdoors, look no fur-
ther to � nd an abundance of designated walks where 
you can enjoy the beauty at your feet along with the 
stunning views and array of wildlife. 

Anglers will love Carradale River and during the 
season are welcome to enjoy catching salmon or trout. 

Carradales Carradale Cottages
Colin’s Cottage and Douglas Cottage are our two 
quite unique and much loved ‘studio’ cottages. 
Each has a large bed/ sitting room with integral 
kitchen and in the style of Scottish bothies has a 
snug ‘box bed’arrangement tucked into its own 
little recess.

Mhairi’s Cottage is a fine traditional cottage. 
There is one double bedroom, and one with (very 
substantial) bunk beds. The homely living room 
has a wood-burning stove, big comfy chairs, and 
loads of books and information so that you can 
plan your days. Being tucked at the back of the 
complex it is perfect for children, and pets,

Ashbank Hotel
In close proximity and within walking distance 
of the bay lies The Ashbank Hotel, where John 
and Sharon are well-known for their warm and 
friendly welcome. Guests make return stays reg-
ularly, saying that they feel like they are catching 
up with old friends. The Ashbank’s cosy and 
intimate rooms boast a relaxing, comfortable 
atmosphere with wonderful views, making stays 
an absolute pleasure. With a focus on using local 
produce, meals are fresh and tasty and all are 
encouraged to take time to relax, chat and enjoy, 
whether that’s over breakfast, dinner or a wee 
dram!

Carradale Cottages

Co-owner Steve outside Carradales

Tributes for Oban 
teacher John Porter

Decision day for 
MacQueen hut
A PUBLIC hearing will take 
place today (Thursday April 
5) to determine the fate of a 
recreational hut built near 
Clachan Seil.

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Gra-
ham MacQueen didn’t obtain 
planning permission before 
building the shelter for his 
disabled wife.

He has since lodged a retro-
spective planning application 
and  Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning committee will make 
a decision today at 11am at the 
Corran Halls.

Graham’s son Peter made an 
online plea for support. 

He explained his dad is a 
full-time carer for three people 
and uses the hut and a wheel-
chair-friendly boat for respite.

TRIBUTES have been paid to 
Oban High School science 
teacher John Porter, who died 
suddenly last week.

Head teacher Peter Bain said 
John was ‘an inspiration to thou-
sands of children’ over 25 years in 
the department. 

Mr Bain added: ‘As well as being 
popular with our children, John 
also gained the respect and 
friendship of all his colleagues, 
both in and out of school.

‘John always conveyed to me 
what it was like to be the perfect 
gentleman. I found him to be 
exceptionally pleasant, he made 
me smile and he was a fantastic 
teacher.

‘I will miss him greatly, as will 
his colleagues and pupils. Our 
thoughts are with his wife Bar-
bara and children Michael and 
Sasha.’

Obituary – page 21.

A family is raising funds to keep their baby girl safe from bullying and depression when she gets older. Six-month-old Freya Strang 
has two types of � at head syndrome, plagiocephaly and brachycephaly and wears a special helmet. Full story – page three.

Parents launch appeal for baby Freya

Cuts threaten to end training 
position for Oban teenager
AN OBAN builder has accused 
the Scottish Government of dis-
crimination after it cut funding 
halfway through his son’s mod-
ern apprenticeship, threatening 
to end training for him and ‘30’ 
other students.

Ronald Gordon’s son Sean, 
17, achieved his level 2 SVQ in 
furniture-making in Oban - a 
university town - and hoped to 
progress to a level 3 SVQ and 
HND. But Skills Development 
Scotland (SDS) has halved the 
funding to Sean’s trainer and 
assessor, making it harder for 
him to find work in future if he 
doesn’t pay thousands to finish 
his course.

Mr Gordon explained: ‘I 
find it extraordinary my son’s 
funding has been stopped with 
no alternatives offered. This 
affects approximately 30 students 
across Scotland who have lost 
their opportunity to further their 
education.

‘Why is there a huge amount of 
funding for wind turbine and bus 
mechanics, but little or no fund-
ing for these students? I find it 
discriminating. It’s almost, ‘Let’s 
get rid of this industry’.’

Sean’s employer, Oban furni-
ture-maker Michael Acey, found 
David Young Enterprises to train 
and assess Sean in Oban, so his 
small business didn’t lose Sean to 
college for six months each year. 
‘Sean has been sailing through 
everything,’ said Michael, but 
‘unfortunately for us all, David 
Young can’t access the funding 
to run the training programme. 
Why? It’s bitterly disappointing.

‘The government speaks about 
the abundance of  modern  

apprenticeships it is generating, 
but failing those people who are 
already trying to complete one 
seems completely wrong.

‘If he is forced to leave, it would 
be a massive loss to me and the 
future of our industry. This will 
be detrimental to my business 
growth, local employment and 
the trade I feel so passionate 
about keeping alive.

‘There are committed young-
sters turning up to work on time 
every day having their dreams 
taken away by a government 
failing to see their potential.’

Anne Wheatley, operations 
manager at David Young Enter-
prises in Perthshire, added: ‘A 
promising young man has poten-
tially been denied the opportuni-
ty of a higher level qualification.

‘We can no longer sustain the 
work. This is the end of an era for 
us and the end of modern appren-
tices for the furniture-making 
industry in Scotland.’

While David Young won’t 
close, another training provider 
told The Oban Times the cuts 
had forced many others out of 
business and reduced the quality 
of qualifications.

Over three years, Scottish 
Government funding for modern 
apprenticeships fell for twice as 
many trades as it rose.

Contributions for ages 16-19 
dropped 47 per cent in furni-
ture-making, from £6,000 in 
2016-17 to £3,200 in 2018-19 – the 
same drop as the glass industry. 
Funding also fell in youth work 
from £6,000 to £2,700, printing 
from £6,500 to £3,200, hairdress-
ing from £5,000 to £2,700 and 
in agriculture, aquaculture and 
pharmacy from £6,500 to £4,500. 
The engineering, gas, automo-
tive, heating and wind turbine 

industries saw rises ranging from 
£200 to £1,300.

A Holyrood spokesman said 
it increased SDS’s budget by 
seven per cent to £193 million 
to meet its target of 30,000 
modern apprentices by 2020. He 
said: ‘Modern apprenticeships 

are employer-led and therefore 
based on demand. This course is 
currently unavailable for 2018/19 
as no training providers bid to 
deliver it.’

The ‘five people this affects’, 
he said, can progress to a higher 
level at colleges in Greenock, 

Paisley, Kilwinning, Forth Valley 
and Fife.

Oban councillor Elaine Robert-
son called it ‘incomprehensible 
and unacceptable’ for Sean’s 
‘necessary funding’ to be sudden-
ly cut, arguing at the very least 
he should be able to finish under 

the same rules as he started. She 
said: ‘We recently launched Oban 
as a University Town and are 
encouraging young people to stay 
in the area for their vocational 
and tertiary education and train-
ing. Here we have an example of 
that choice being denied.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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Oban Lorne           64
Helensburgh    15     
BT West Division One

Football

Rugby

Oban Saints’
Scottish Cup 
quarter-fi nal 
date postponed

Golf

Swimming

Tommy Sutherland crashes through the Helensburgh defence.

Jamie Bate dives over for his � rst try since returning from injury. Photos: Stephen Lawson

Commonwealth 
Games for Keanna

KEANNA MacInnes, 
daughter of former Oban Celtic 
and Tayforth shinty player 
Donald MacInnes, now living in 
Edinburgh, will be representing 
Scotland at swimming in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Australia.
 Keanna, who swims for the 
Heart of Midlothan Swim Club, 
is the grand-daughter of Mary 
and the late Charlie MacInnes 
Dundarg, Ardconnel Terrace.

OBAN Lorne welcomed Argyll 
rivals Helensburgh RFC to 
Glencruitten on Saturday in 
what was a must-win game for 
the Green Machine in the battle 
against relegation. 
 Helensburgh were bottom of 
the table on -4 points going into 
the game while Oban were 12 
points ahead sitting in 11th. A 
win would narrow the gap on fel-
low relegation candidates Irvine 
and Cambuslang, who both had 
tough fixtures over the weekend.

Coach Corrie Louw was able 
to field a very strong starting 
XV. The only first choice players 
missing from action were scrum-
half Finlay Carmichael and back 
row Richard MacKay.

Local referee Willie Malone 
was in charge for the day and 
would have a busy afternoon 
ahead in a high scoring game.

The home side dominated 
territory and possession in the 
opening exchanges of the game 
but could not find a cutting 
edge to create and opening try. 
A Craig Wright penalty was 
missed after 10 minutes as Oban 
managed to build some good 
pressure near the line.

Oban’s first try came on 12 
minutes as some good play in 
the 22 resulted in a Tommy 
Sutherland offload near the line 
finding powerful winger Calum 
MacLachlan who touched down 
with ease. Captain Wright made 
amends for his penalty miss by 
scoring a tricky conversion for a 
7-0 lead.

Helensburgh improved after 
their shaky start and found 
good territory from dangerous 
runs by their outside centre and 
fullback. Connor Ferris strayed 
offside in the 22 allowing ’Burgh 
to narrow the lead to 7-3 with a 
penalty attempt.

Green Machine get back to 
winning ways

Calum MacLachlan was 
looking very dangerous on the 
left wing and was attracting 
significant interest from a 
worrying defence. MacLa-
chlan’s trademark powerful 
play gifted his side some good 
territory, eventually resulting 
in a five-metre scrum. Oban’s 
strong pack drove the ball close 
to the line looking certain to 
score. Referee Malone decided 
that Helensburgh had prevented 
a certain try by knocking the 
ball out of Corrie Louw’s hands 
and awarded Oban a penalty try,  
which took the score to 14-3.

Oban were well on top and 
scored their third try of the 
game after 25 minutes. David 
McLaughlin had a fantastic 
run from halfway to put Oban 
21-3 ahead with another Wright 
conversion.

Despite being comfortably 
ahead, Oban were still a little 
rusty in some areas of play. 
Notably the team’s tackling was 
not up to sufficient standard as 
Helensburgh breached the gain 
line on too many occasions. 
Credit must be given to the away 
side who attacked well at times 
and hit back with their first try 
of the day on 30 minutes to 
narrow Oban’s lead to 21-10.

Craig Wright responded 
immediately for his team as the 
fullback raced in from 20 metres 
out after some good build-up 
play from a strong scrum. This 
sealed the bonus point try and a 
healthy 28-10 lead.

The Green Machine looked 
to add to their lead before the 
break but were undone with 
some sloppy lineout play which 
had in general been a negative 
area of the team’s performance.

Oban made a storming start 
to the second half and added 
to their tally within the first 20 
second after the kick-off. Calum 
MacLachlan made Helensburgh 
pay for a lapse in defence as the 

winger ran in from 35 meters, 
giving what was now a handsome 
35-10 lead.

Helensburgh, though, refused 
to let this dampen their spirits 
and hit back straight away with 
another well worked try narrow-
ing the lead briefly to 35-15.

With only five minutes gone 
in the half the third try arrived, 
for Oban as stand-off Iwan 
Rhys Roberts scored his first 
try for the club. At 42-15 ahead, 
Oban could now relax a little, 
something they have not been 
able to do in any game so far this 
season.

Oban’s shaky lineout play was 
improving into the second half, 
that along with a strong scrum 
gave an excellent  base to attack 
from.

Helensburgh were reduced 
to 14 men briefly with their 
fullback lying injured. Craig 
Wright capitalised on this by 
kicking into the vacant space 
putting pressure on the ’Burgh 
winger, who knocked on allow-
ing Wright to dive over for his 
second score of the day.

Another try followed with prop 
Connor Ferris diving over from 
close range 54-15 to the home 
side.

As the half wore on, tiredness 
crept in. Changes were made 
with Andrew Johnston and 
Andy MacDougall coming off 
the bench to replace Connor 
Ferris and Lorne MacLachlan, 
while Daniel Kemp replaced 
Radi Maksimov. Jonathan Sayer 
also came on for Jack Strachan 
in the second row.

The quality of the game went 
downhill as it wore on. The 
majority of play was in midfield 
with some handling errors 
creeping in for both teams.

Oban scored two further tries 
in the closing stages to run 

out convincing 64-15 winners. 
First inside centre Jamie Bate 
sailed through a huge gap in 
the defence to score his first try 
since returning from injury. The 
last try came late on as a result 
of a driving maul close to the 
line. Player/coach Corrie Louw 
touched down to seal a very 
handsome victory for the men in 
Green.

Saturday’s win gives Oban 
five points, meaning the gap to 
Irvine RFC has been reduced to 
five points. Cambuslang are not 
far off, six points ahead.

Oban Lorne have games in 
hand on the teams above them 
and have a few ‘winnable’ 
matches coming up between 
now and the end of the season.

The task remains a tough one 

OBAN Saints’ Scottish Ama-
teur Cup quarter-final tie due to 
be played at the Donald Dewar 
Sports Centre in Glasgow on 
Saturday has been called off as 
opponents Goldenhill player 
Scott McGuire is in the Scottish 
international squad to face 
Ireland at Lesser Hampden on 
Saturday.
 Goldenhill are entitled to ask 
for a free Saturday if they have 
a player involved on interna-
tional duty.
 The cup tie has been re-ar-
ranged for Saturday April 14. 
 Saints manager Alex Craik 
watched Goldenhill defeat 
Edinburgh side Sandys 3-2 in 
the seventh round replay last 
weekend. 
 He said: ‘I was a great game 
played at a tremendous pace for 
the full 90 minutes. It was tight 
and could have gone either way.
 ‘It’s going to be a very difficult 
match for us and we will have 
to be at our best if we are to 
progress to the semi-final.’

Keanna MacInnes.

for Lorne, who this weekend 
welcome league leaders Carrick 
RFC. The teams met only two 
weeks ago with an understrength 
Oban going down 87-18. 

Saturday’s game will likely be 
played at North Connel to give 
Oban Lorne Ladies the best 
possible pitch conditions for 
their National Bowl semi-final 
on Sunday. Kick-off is 3pm.

Lorne MacLachan hurdles this Helensburgh tackle.

THE CAPTAIN’S Scramble 
was played at Glencruitten on 
Saturday, and was won by the 
captain’s team of Alan Jamie-
son, Steven McCuish, Finlay 
MacKay and Martin Tait with a 
score of 54 – 3.9 = 50.1.
 In second place were Jordan 
Campbell, Allan MacPhee, 
Gavin Owens and Graeme 
Darling with a score of 55 – 3.6 
= 51.4.
 Third place went to Sean 
Dunstaffnage, Graham 
MacColl, Robert MacIntyre 
and Alistair MacLean with a 
score of 52 – 0.4 = 51.6.

On Saturday a Par 3 com-
petition is to be held and on 
Tuesday a weekly Stableford.

Results from 
Glencruitten

FW
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www.facebook.com/obantimes

Lochaber club 
lotteries
Lottery numbers

Fort William   2
Cove Rangers  12
Highland League

Olympic 
medallist 
visits 
Highland
ski resorts

WINTER Olympics 2018 snow-
board bronze medallist Billy 
Morgan had a blast during his 
whistle-stop tour of two High-
land snow sports areas recently.

Billy spent less than 48 hours 
in Scotland but during that 
time packed in visits to Glencoe 
Mountain Resort and Nevis 
Range in Fort William.

Earlier this year, the South-
ampton-born boarder created 
history, becoming the first 
British male snowboard athlete 
to win an Olympic medal, se-
curing the bronze in the men’s 
snowboard Big Air event at 
the 2018 PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics.

An informal Q&A session 
with competitors in the Coe Cup 
on Saturday evening, March 
24, proved quite entertaining, 
particularly when Billy had a 
slight problem with some of the 
broad Glasgow accents. Early 
next morning he cut some fresh 
tracks on Glencoe Mountain’s 
pistes before leading a really 
great session with local children 
in the terrain park.

All too soon, he was on the 
road again to Nevis Range, 
where he joined one of the snow-
board instructors in a terrain 
park session for some extremely 
excited local youngsters. As 
this was Ski-Scotland SnowFest 
weekend, Billy also took place 
of honour in the now-traditional 
mass descent, leading skiers 
and snowboarders down the hill 
from the top of the Quad chair-
lift. There was another Q&A 
session and autograph signing 
in the Snow Goose Restaurant 
and time for a leisurely dinner 
with Nevis Range staff.

Before flying back to Switzer-
land on Monday, Billy said: ‘I’ve 
really enjoyed my few hours in 
Scotland’s snowy mountains. 
The views were amazing, 
particularly from Nevis Range 
down to sea level. And I 
couldn’t believe how excited 
the kids were to learn a few tips 
from me.’

Olympic medalist Billy Morgan 
had a slope session with some 

young boarders at Glencoe 
Mountain Resort and he joined 
young boarders at Nevis Range 

in a terrain park session. 

10-pin bowling 
singles results

AFTER week one of the 10-pin 
bowling singles leagues at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William, 
Brian Johnstone leads the 
scratch league with 15 points, 
followed by Pam Weller with 
14 points with Jacob Payne in 
third place with 13 points. The 
handicap league is led by Jacob 
Payne with 15 points followed 
by Mo Mason on 14 points with 
Iain Gregor in third place on 13 
points.

Brian Johnstone leads the 
chase for the Nevis Radio 
High Pin Trophy with 461 
pins followed by Pam Weller 
in second with 453 and Jacob 
Payne in third with 447 pins.

The top individual scratch 
game this week came from Brian 
Johnstone with a 188 while Jacob 
Payne rolled 172. Brian John-
stone had the best three-game 
scratch series with 461 and Jacob 
Payne had the best three-game 
handicap series with 645.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 5, 6 
and 18. There was one winner, 
Anne Taylor, who won the 
£1,000 jackpot. The jackpot for 
next week will return to £100 
for the draw today (Thursday 
March 29).

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 6, 7 
and 17. The were no winners 
this week so the jackpot for 
next week will be £500.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 3, 8 and 16. There was 
one lucky winner this week, Liz 
MacGillivray in Kinlochleven, 
who won the £1,400 on offer.. 
Next week’s draw will have a 
prize of £200.

Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 1, 2 and 20. There 
were no winners this week so 
next week’s jackpot will be 
£500.

League leaders Cove put 
dozen past Fort William

FORT William fell to their third 
double-figure league defeat on 
Saturday as table-toppers Cove 
Rangers showed their champi-
onship-winning credentials at 
Claggan Park.

Two goals against the runaway 
league leaders will be scant 
consolation for the Lochaber 
side as a devastating attacking 

Fort William forward, Iain MacLellan,  takes on Cove’s Daniel Park. 

The Fort’s Michael Gillespie puts in a strong tackle on Cove’s Grant 
Campbell. Photos: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

performance secured a 10-goal 
winning margin for visiting 
Cove.

Claggan Park has become a 
happy hunting ground for teams 
in the top half of the Highland 
League this year and Saturday 
was no different as Cove settled 
into their rhythm very early.

After just four minutes, Mitch 
Megginson opened the scoring 
for the visitors. Despite the ear-
ly setback, Fort retaliated with 
a score of their own courtesy of 

an own goal from Cove defender 
Eric Watson on eight minutes.

That small glimmer of hope 
for Fort William was short-lived 
as Watson quickly made amends 
for his own goal, scoring just a 
few minutes later to put Cove 
back in front.

Daniel Park nudged Cove fur-
ther in front a few minutes later 
before a Paul McManus brace 
to make it 5-1 at the half-time 
break.

Megginson got his second of 
the match on the 48th minute 
before Paul McManus netted 
another couple of goals to take 
hi tally for the day to four just 
after the hour mark.

Fort William afforded 
themselves some relief from 
the onslaught after they won a 
penalty. Captain Iain Foggo dis-
patched the spot-kick to double 
the Fort’s tally for the afternoon 
– the first time they’ve scored 
more than one goal in a match 
since December.

Rather than temper the visi-
tors’ scoring mood, Foggo’s goal 
seemed to antagonise the Cove 
attackers who were now intent 
on reaching double figures by 
the end of the match.

Substitute Jonathan Smith 
came off the bench to net a 
quick-fire double in the last 10 
minutes, while Watson got his 
second of the match just before 
Ryan Stott finished off the scor-

ing in injury time to make it 12 
for the day for Cove.

That win means that Cove 
move a step closer to securing 
the Highland League title, sit-
ting three points clear with four 
games in hand.

Fort William, however, remain 
bottom of the league and, with 
Strathspey Thistle picking up 
several points in a recent good 
run, including Saturday’s vic-

tory against Lossiemouth, the 
Fort are now nine points adrift.

The Fort take on Nairn Coun-
ty on Wednesday in an evening 
kick-off. They are playing at 
home on Saturday April 7, 
against their  nearest bottom-of-
the-table rivals Keith with a 3pm 
kick-off.

Fort William secure Shiel 
Buses shirt sponsorship

Shiel Buses managing director David MacGillivray hands over 
the club’s new sponsored � rst team strip to club captain James 

Tangney and the � rst team at An Aird. 
IF F14 Fort Sponsors 01. Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image

FORT William Shinty Club 
have agreed a new sponsorship 
deal with a local bus company 
for this year’s shinty season.

Shiel Buses are the new shirt 
sponsor for the Lochaber club 
this year, having paid for new 
strips for all of the separate 
teams that represent the club.

Club chairman Duncan 
MacPhee said: ‘We are very 
lucky to have five sets of new 
strips for all our teams paid for 
by the generosity of the MacGil-
livray family from Acharacle, 
owners of the very successful  
local company, Shiel Buses.

‘Shiel Buses are an ideal match 
to sponsor Fort William Shinty 
Club, as it is a West Highlands-
owned and controlled business 
and their headquarters are 

now based in the Fort. We are 
delighted to be associated with 
Shiel Buses and thank them 
sincerely for their support.’

Mr MacGillivray presented 
the new kits to the first team 
last week and is pleased to be 
supporting the club.

He said: ‘We have been 
fortunate in that recently our 
business has gone from strength 
to strength. We are delighted 
to have this opportunity to put 
something back into the com-
munity that supports us. Shinty 
is the sport of the Gaels – Scot-
land’s other national sport – and 
it is good to see it thriving in 
this area.’

Organisers hail Ski-an-Duro success
ORGANISERS are ‘delighted’ 
with the first instalment of the 
new ski and biking enduro race, 
Ski-an-Duro, which was hosted 
by Nevis Range, along with 
event partners No Fuss Events, 
a fortnight ago.

The event, which took place 
on Sunday March 25, combined 
snow and ski/board cross with 
mountain bike enduro and 
attracted dozens of competitors 
up the gondola.

The race had originally been 
scheduled to take place on 
March 17, but the weather front 
nicknamed the ‘Beast from the 
East’ meant that the race date 
was carried over to the follow-
ing weekend.

Nevis Range was buzzing with 
anticipation from first thing on 
Sunday as Ski-an-Duro par-
ticipants registered from 7am, 
alongside the SKIMO racers 
also competing at Nevis Range 
and eager fans of snowboarding 
Olympian Billy Morgan.

The format for Ski-an-Duro 

was remarkably simple, as par-
ticipants completed two quali-
fying stages with their combined 
time giving them a grid position 
for the final mass start stage.

Stage one was a classic enduro 
mountain bike stage, utilising 
one of the many legendary bike 
tracks stages at Nevis Range. 
Stage two, the snow sport stage, 
maximised the existing snow 
cover for skiers or boarders 
making the most of the amazing 
snow conditions.

The final stage comprised a 
mass start race from the top of 
the mountain all the way to the 
bottom. Participants skied and 
boarded down to the transition 
area at the top station where 
they switched to their mountain 
bikes and descended the moun-
tain using the world famous 
mountain bike downhill course 
and other classic enduro routes 
that the mountain has to offer.

Frazer Coupland, from No 
Fuss Events, said: ‘We have been 
delighted with the response 

to this event, the atmosphere 
on race day was amazing, big 
smiles, high fives as well as some 
healthy amounts of trepidation 
(that was from us as organisers). 
We certainly envisage growing 
this event going forward into 
2019.’

Lochaber competitor Fergus 
Lamb finished top of the po-
dium with an impressive com-
bined time for all three stages, 
beating second-placed Moray 
Goodfellow by just 10 seconds.

Chris O’Brien, from Nevis 
Range, reported an amazing 
day’s racing leading to an in-
credible atmosphere on the hill 
at Nevis Range.

He said: ‘The staff here always 
love a No Fuss event and we’ll 
be working closely with Frazer 
and Spook to bring you more 
incredible events in 2018 as well 
as a bigger better faster Ski an 
Duro in 2019.’

Ski-an-Duro

Saints take on 
Goldenhill in
the last eight
Football

OBAN Saints will take on 
Goldenhill in the last eight of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup. 
Goldenhill defeated Edinburgh 
side Sandys 3-2 in last Satur-
day’s replay.
 The quarter final tie between 
Goldenhill and Saints will take 
place at the Donald Dewar 
Sports Centre on Saturday 
April 7 kicking of at 2pm.
 This will be a tough ask for 
Saints as Goldenhill are a 
top class outfit and one of the 
favourites for the national 
competition.
 The Oban side have reached 
the semi-finals for the last two 
season and will be hoping to go 
one better this year and make 
the final which is due to be 
played at Hampden Park at the 
end of May.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday April 5, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 02.38 1.0 08.15 3.5 15.02 1.3  20.37 3.5
Fri 03.16 1.3 08.48 3.3 15.44 1.5  21.15 3.3
Sat 04.02 1.6 09.24 3.0 16.35 1.7  22.03 3.0
Sun 04.57 1.8 10.13 2.8 17.38 1.9  23.23 2.8
Mon 06.05 2.0 12.24 2.6 18.53 1.9   **.**  *.*
Tues 01.50 2.8 07.30 2.0 14.46 2.7  20.25 1.8
Wed 02.55 3.0 09.08 1.8 15.25 2.9  21.29 1.6            
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15
9

8

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Breezy from the south west
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC
Friday Heavy rain at times
 Breezy from the south east 
 Temperatures 5°C to 9ºC

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Breezy from the east south east
 Temperatures 5°C to 11ºC

Competitors set o�  on the snow stage of the enduro event. Photo: Nevis Range. 




