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Concern
rises over 
care charges
Fears over ‘Easyjet’ mentality 
of hidden costs in care homes

There is a looming 
crisis, . . . we are 
probably due to 
be hit the hardest.
former health 
spokesman Argyll 
and Bute Council

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Argylls to get 
the Freedom of 
Renfrewshire

Landslide risk 
closes main A83

Lady Evelyn almost 
ready for move

FEIS LATHARNA – a week 
long celebration of Gaelic arts 
and culture got off to a great start 
on Monday at Oban Primary 
Campus. 

This year the voluntary group 
had its biggest ever turn out with 
121 students aged between eight 
and 18.

Joanie Garvin, chairwoman of 

the organising committee, said: 
‘This year we have extended the 
programme we are offering to 
children. Not only are we offer-
ing our widest range of instru-

and tin whistle but children can 
also choose to go canoeing in 
Gaelic or join in with a mini 
Highland Games event.’

Fèis Latharna’s fi ddle group got down to some serious sounds on Tuesday morning 16_t14feis2 

PROVOST William Petrie was 

the Isles Tourism Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. 

The award was presented by His 
Grace the Duke of Argyll.  

The award, nicknamed the Smile 
in Argyll award, was presented to 

and Isles Tourism Summit attended 
by more than 120 delegates.

Introducing the award, chairman 
of VisitScotland Dr Mike Cantlay 
spoke about Provost Petrie’s dedica-
tion to the tourism industry calling 
him ‘the public face of tourism’ in 
the many different organisations he 
was charged with which promoted 

Argyll and the Isles beyond the 
area’s boundaries.

Provost Petrie said: ‘As a council 
we are conscious of how important 
tourism is to our economy and we 
are committed to developing the 
industry in whatever way we can.  
I would like to give my grateful 
thanks to the council for giving 
tourism a platform here today and 
to everyone who attended.  

‘You can now move forward 
to promote your own businesses 
individually knowing that you have 
an umbrella body in Argyll and the 
Isles Strategic Tourism Partnership 
which is dedicated to working on 
your behalf.’

Provost Petrie received the Smile in Argyll Award at the Argyll and Isles Tourism Seminar from 
His Grace the Duke of Argyll, right, and chairman of VisitScotland Dr Mike Cantlay. 16_t14smile1

Provost Petrie lifts 
fi rst Smile in Argyll
Lifetime achievement accolade 
for services to area’s tourism

ARGYLL and Bute Council claim 
they have been in a ‘regular’ 
dialogue with developers about 
Oban’s derelict Argyll Hotel – but 
a resolution has still to come before 
planners.

A healthy debate on the future of 
the hotel has ensued all week on The 
Oban Times Facebook page – with 
many different views on what 
should happen to the building.

A group of Oban-based  business-
men wrote to the paper, claiming: 
‘Deliberate delays in granting the 
long overdue planning permission 
for The Argyll Hotel are a disgrace 

Lorn and the Isles Area Commit-
tee. 

‘The chair of the area commit-

the head of planning to im-
mediately grant planning which 
is clearly in everyone’s best 
interest and undoubtedly the will 
of the people who employ them.
 ‘If this was a developer from 
outside the town wishing to spend 
£4,000,000 in the town and create 
60 jobs the council would be bend-
ing over backwards to help. Why 
are they not helping a local? We 
need clear direction from this area 
committee and not a continuous 
stream of fancy words, excuses and 
broken promises.’

Argyll and Bute Council replied 
to the claims, stating: ‘The area 
chairman cannot instruct planners 
to grant permission – the code of 
conduct and governance does not 
allow this.

‘There is a laid down procedure 
for planning applications and plan-
ners have not been slow in advice/
assistance to the applicant/agent.
The chair of the area committee has 
had regular dialogue with the head 
of planning and the applicants in 
an attempt to have this application 
determined.

‘The council is aiming to bring to-
gether all the required information 
for the April Planning Protective 
Services and Licensing Committee 
meeting. The meeting is a public 
one and will be held in Kilmory on 
April 20. 

‘All reports will be in the public 
domain after the meeting and can 
be accessed through the council’s 
website on www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk.’

Oban’s derelict Argyll Hotel planning meeting CalMac to investigate 
Tiree berthing incident

WIN

COMPETITION
   A six day 
adventure from 
Oban to Belfast

CALEDONIAN MacBrayne (CalMac) 
has launched an investigation after the 
MV Clansman suddenly pulled away 
from its berth in Tiree while the link-
span was being lowered.

Eyewitnesses reported seeing a cloud 
of black smoke from the vessel as it 
dramatically left the pier at Scarinish 
last Monday, snapping mooring ropes.

forward. It was incredibly dangerous.’
A spokesman for CalMac said: ‘While 

berthing at Tiree on March 28, the MV 
Clansman pulled away suddenly break-
ing the mooring ropes. She was quickly 
brought under control and safely berthed. 
‘No-one was injured, but we take these 
incidents extremely seriously and a  full 
investigation is now underway.’

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
and Marine Accident Investigation 
Branch have been informed.

THE ARGYLL and Sutherland 
Highlanders are to be given 
the Freedom of Renfrewshire 
at a homecoming ceremony in 
Paisley on June 20.

The 400 servicemen and 
women in the 5th Battalion, the 
Royal Regiment of Scotland 
(5SCOTS) will march through 
the town in a ceremony to mark 
Armed Forced Day.

Renfrewshire Council gave the 
proposal its unanimous backing 
at a recent meeting.

Most of the regiment is due to 
start returning from overseas 
this month, with the rest due to 
return by early May.

THE Lady Evelyn, which has 
lain dangerously on its side at 
Oban’s North Pier for months on 

Derek Grier, who bought the 
dishevelled vessel in October 
last year, managed to complete 
enough temporary repairs to 

attach temporary legs. 
More long-term legs, in the 

form of telegraph poles, are to 
be brought in this week, with the 
intention being to get the boat 
towed to the Gallanach side of 
the Sound of Kerrera as possible.

Speaking on Tuesday, Derek 
said: ‘So many people have 
stopped by to say “I can’t believe 

‘I’m hoping to get it towed by 
next weekend.’

CARE homes in Argyll may be-
gin charging residents for every 
cup of tea and individual biscuit 
in order to balance the books.

In what one family member 
called an ‘EasyJet’ mental-
ity, every service an elderly care 
home resident receives will now 
be totted up and added to a bill 
presented to families.

Jane Smith, from Oban, whose 
mother lives in a west coast care 

in spending, her mother will be 
charged for every single item she 
uses.

Jane explains; ‘We were told 
that we would be putting my 
mum into a loving care home, 
and yet here we are a few years 

later and suddenly we got a new 
schedule of charges. Tea, coffee 
and biscuits are on the list. It 
seems completely unfair.

‘I expect charges like this on a 

the EasyJet mentality of hidden 
costs in a care home. It is a bit 

Although care homes in Oban 
do not seem to have introduced 
such charging there is a feeling 
that things in the sector are 
becoming very tight.

Donald ‘Skye’ MacIntosh, 
former Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson on health, said 
there were great fears about 
rocketing rates for the elderly 
when privatisation takes over all 
the services.

‘I worry about the private sector 
taking over all our services. It 
may be easy enough in town cen-
tres such as Oban, Lochgilphead 
and Campbeltown but meeting 
the needs of people in outlying 
areas, or on the islands may not 
be so easy for someone else to 
take over. 

‘We often hear cases of care 

workers having to travel 30/40 
miles to see a client.

‘I am concerned that other op-
erators may not be able to burden 
this cost.

‘It is understandable the council 
needs to adapt and change. 
The elderly population is on an 
increase. 

‘I would say that there is a 
looming crisis and, because of 
the unique area of Argyll and the 
islands, we are probably due to be 
hit the hardest.’

Mr MacIntosh said councils 
were already in negotiation with 
the Scottish government in order 
to look at introducing a pension-
er’s tax – something in the order 
of £100 to be paid monthly by 
the working population to secure 
services for the elderly.

Neil MacIntyre, of Oban Com-
munity Council, told The Oban 
Times said: ‘At the moment it 
costs the council double the 
amount to have someone in an 
Argyll and Bute Council property 
than a private run centre. 

does it cost so much more for 
people to be in a council-run 
home?

‘We are told that the elderly 
population in Argyll is about to 
spiral and more bed spaces are 
required.

‘A new home is due to be open 
in North Connel later this year, 
but they said even this might not 
meet the growing demand for 
residential care.

‘The biggest cost they claimed 

because they are paying for the 
many tiers of management in the 
council?

‘Whatever it is we need to 
secure good quality care for our 
elderly people where there are no 
hidden costs.’

AN INCREASED landslide risk 
saw the southbound carriageway 
of the A83 at the Rest and 
Be Thankful, adjacent to the 
junction with the B828, closed 
during this week’s torrential 
downpour.

The route was shut off by 
Strathclyde Police on Monday 
lunchtime, and was still closed at 
the time of going to press.

Motorists were also hit 
when the diversion route, via 
Crianlarich, was also affected  
this week, although this has 
since been re-opened.

Argyll’s 
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THE ISLE of Barra is leading the 
way with remote healthcare after 
NHS Western Isles launched 
a trial of its new computerised 
tele-health consultation system.

Under the Side by Side scheme 
- run in partnership with mobile 
communications giant O2 
- islanders need not travel to the 
mainland for a medical consulta-
tion, instead being able to simply 
sit in front of a computer to talk 
to a specialist.

The cutting edge technology 
allows doctors to share scans and 
test results in real time with their 
patients using a unique ‘mosaic’ 
display.

 ‘Digital whiteboard’
It also allows medical profes-

sionals to attend meetings 
without travelling and col-
laborate online using a ‘digital 
whiteboard.’

A nurse can also be on hand to 
make any physical examinations 

a consultant may require.
It’s hoped that the system will 

cut down on travelling time and 
costs for patients and doctors 
alike.

With a journey to the mainland 

that could be a major boost to all 
concerned.

After being launched in Barra, 
the Side by Side scheme has 
since been trialled in Uist and 
Stornoway.

Hopes are high that the system 
will make a big difference.

Consultant surgeon and profes-
sor of remote and rural medicine 
for NHS Western Isles, Andrew 
Sim, said: ‘It will open up new 
ways of looking after patients, 
so that patients can be seen at an 
earlier stage in their management 
and they will get the treatment 
they need more rapidly. 

‘It will also mean that clini-
cians won’t have to travel so 

much. These two things are 
going to make a huge difference 
to the way we work.’

He also thinks it will make 
working in healthcare in the 
Western Isles more appealing.

‘One of the problems that we 
have in remote and rural areas 
is recruiting people to this envi-
ronment,’ he said. ‘If we could 
introduce advanced methods 
of communication such as Side 
by Side, we could attract people 

here as it would make jobs more 
exciting and professionally chal-
lenging.’

Progress reports will be deliv-
ered after three months and six 
months to determine the success 
or otherwise of the programme.

Only local physicians will 
make use of the system during 
the initial trial. The next step will 
be to look at using the system to 
support services delivered from 
the mainland.

Barra leads the way with tele-health care technology

THE FIRST of three projects to 
revitalise play areas in Arrochar, 
Tarbet and Succoth got a major 

A project to renovate the play 
area behind Arrochar Parish 
Church will be made a real-
ity this year after the LEADER 
Programme awarded the project 
£37,000.

The funding is the latest grant 
to be awarded to Arrochar and 
Tarbet Community Council to 
build a play park after Argyll 
and Bute Council said it would 
maintain and insure a park if the 
community built it.

The park will feature a crazy 
mazy, a mini complex for young 
children to crawl and climb; 
swings, including an Olympic 
swing for balance; a ridge rider 
and a skate ramp for skate board 
and BMX enthusiasts.

Secretary of Arrochar and Tar-
bet Community Council, Mary 
Haggarty, said: ‘We are absolutely 
delighted to receive this funding. 
The LEADER Programme grant 
is the icing on the cake to top a 
number of grants and community 
fundraising initiatives’

The £75,000 project has gained 
the support of many organisa-
tions, receiving grants from the 
NHS Highland, Lomond and 
Trossachs National Park and the 
Awards for All grant programme. 
The Forestry Commission 
Scotland donated the materials 
to build a fence around the park 
and Scottish Southern Energy 
donated a workforce to erect it.

Mary added: ‘This has been 
a fantastic project from start to 

and a host of businesses have got 
behind us.’

The Arrochar park is phase 
one of a renovation programme, 
which will see the area drained 

WELL-loved Gaelic singer 
Ishbel MacAskill has died at her 
home in Inverness.

The 70-year-old, originally 
from Point on Lewis, was known 
for her unique voice but also for 
her work with the feis movement 
and for her promotion and 
teaching of the Gaelic language.

She had supported the 
National Centre of Excellence 
in Traditional Music at Plockton 
and recently joined the campaign 
to keep it open.

Tributes to the singer have been 
paid from people throughout 
the Gaelic and traditional music 
communities.

Well-known Gaelic 
singer dies

KILMUIR Primary School on the Isle 
of Skye has boosted its ‘green’ creden-
tials by winning an Eco-schools silver 

Kilmuir eco-committee P7 members 
Leah Preedy and Grace Morton told 
The Oban Times: ‘We have worked 

and are now more determined than ever 

‘At our last eco-committee meeting 
we completed an environmental review 
checklist of the school and garden. This 

‘We did lots of work to get our silver 

where P7 pupils take the compost out 
daily. After it has decomposed we use 
the lovely fresh soil in our poly tunnel. 

our Eco-schools newsletter to the com-
munity, we also worked hard to reduce 
our waste by recycling everything we 
can.

‘We are very proud in our school that 
nobody litters! 

‘We do not have to carry out surveys or 
make rotas to clean up our playground.

‘We have been very enthusiastic about 
Eco-schools and are determined to get 

Kilmuir pupils Leah Preedy, left, and Grace Morton prepare for the planting season 
as the north Skye primary school aims to win its Eco-schools green flag.

Kilmuir wins silver 
by going ‘green’

Arrochar play 
areas gain £37,000 
from LEADER 
programme

TIREE Music Festival has con-

The MacDonald Brothers, will 
headline this year’s event.

The brothers, Craig and Brian, 

a special acoustic gig at Tiree 
-

-
ridean musical extravaganza, 
which will this year be held on 
July 23-24.

The pair also took the op-
portunity to cut some of Tiree’s 
famous waves.

Craig said: ‘We are just back 
from the Caribbean and we 
thought we had gone back there 
after seeing the stunning white 

sand beaches on Tiree! 
‘We can’t wait to return in 

July to perform at Tiree Music 
Festival (TMF).’

The news comes amidst a host 
of announcements from TMF.  
Also appearing this year are leg-
endary Celtic-rockers Wolfstone, 
Pearl and the Puppets, Gaelic 
sensation Manran and a special 
homecoming performance from 
Tiree’s own international tour-
ing act, Skerryvore. 

New support from this 
year’s festival from Scotland’s 
Islands Fund, Scottish Power 
Renewables and Argyll and 
Bute Council means there will 
be added attractions for all the 
family, including as  interactive 

workshops, children’s ceilidhs, 
whisky tasting and barbecues, 
all of which will take place on 
the grounds of An Talla, Tiree’s 
community hall.

More news on acts and at-
tractions are expected to be an-
nounced in the coming weeks. 

TMF organiser Daniel Gillespie 
believes this year’s TMF is a
not-to-be-missed music event.

He said: ‘TMF is the ultimate 
weekend away for music lovers 
and will celebrate Scotland’s 
rich and diverse music scene. 

‘With performances from 
one of the greatest Celtic-Rock 
groups in Wolfstone, to the 
very best in Scottish-coun-
try with Brian Hughes, we

aim to create the musical weekend 
from heaven in one of Scotland’s
most stunning locations.’

TMF are hoping that this 
year’s event will build on the 
undoubted success of last year’s 
inaugural festival, which was an 
instant sell-out.  

Daniel said: ‘The increased 
facilities will make the fam-
ily friendly festival even more 
attractive than last year’s 
sensational event and I would 
certainly include the Tiree Music 
Festival as one of the main events 
on the Argyll and Isles Tourism 
Calendar.’

For further information on the 
event, visit www.tireemusicfes-
tival.co.uk.

Brian (left) and Craig MacDonald say they’re delighted to be headlining at this year’s Tiree Music Festival, which takes place on July 23-24. 

Brothers to headline TMF
Wolfstone, Pearl and the Puppets, Manran and Skerryvore 

sign up for Isle of Tiree’s sounds of summer 2011

Volunteer firemen 
hold seminar

Cadet leaders 
needed in Oban

Tourism 
summit
aims for 
‘brand’
Argyll and the Isles needs 

‘umbrella identity’ to  

maximise opportunities
A SUMMIT in Oban may be the 

status for Argyll and the islands, 
in tourism terms.

The event, held last Thursday, 
saw Scotland’s tourism experts 
debate and discuss with a wide 
range of hoteliers and tourism 
providers a way forward to brand 
and identify the area.

‘Stronger together’ 
Mike Cantalay, chairman of 

VisitScotland said Argyll and 
the Isles said that the day-long 
conference gave an opportunity 
to be ‘stronger together’.

He said: ‘Argyll and the Isles 
has forged ahead with identify-
ing who they are and offers all 
the things that people come to 
Scotland for such as wildlife, 
relaxation, scenery, history and 
walking. There is still a great op-
portunity to grow its business.’

Organisers have their eye on 
identifying the area with regional 
status. This would allow an 
instantly recognisable European 
brand. 

David Adams McGilp, regional 
director of VisitScotland, is keen 
to explore the need for a unifying 
Destination Management Opera-
tor (DMO) for the area. 

He said: ‘There are 27 destina-
tion websites in Argyll, all with 
different information. There may 
be an opportunity for one DMO 
which will link all operators 
together.’

Further discussion around a 
‘clash diary’ to co-ordinate the 
planning of events throughout the 

region was also on the agenda. 
‘A what’s on plan would make 
perfect sense for Argyll and the 
Isles,’ claimed Mr McGilp.

Councillor Neil Mackay, 
spokesman for Culture and Tour-
ism at Argyll and Bute Council, 
said the day had been a great 
success. 

‘There is something unique 
about Argyll and the Isles as it 
offers something for everyone 
including those people who 
already live here. 

‘It is great news so many 
people from so many different 
backgrounds have come along 
today. It means that people are 
keen to develop to the area.’

Calum Ross, chairman of the 
British Hospitality Association 
and owner of Loch Melfort Hotel, 
summed up the day, stating: ‘We 
have looked at a positive way 
forward today and the Strategic 
Tourism Partnership will forge 
ahead with your ideas.

‘What is clear is that we need 
an umbrella identity and we all 
need to continue to engage with 
each other to develop all of our 
ideas.

‘There are a couple of messages 
for central government such as 
lobbying for infrastructure in 
roads and interconnectedness 
such as access to the internet and 
other technologies.

‘All our visitors need to be met 
with a high degree of customer 
service. It is clear from meeting 
with delegates today we are 
stronger together.’

A VOLUNTEER seminar at 
Oban Community Fire Station 
brought together volunteer units 
from all over the area.

The day’s training included 
using the command area’s new 

reach equipment recently 
installed in the station. 

told the men and women that 
they had tackled some challeng-
ing operational incidents. 

He said: ‘I am proud to state 
on each occasion you attended 
you made a huge difference by 
using the skills, knowledge and 
equipment that you have asked 
for.’

PEOPLE interested in the 
military are being called on to 
volunteer as a cadet leader in 
Oban.

The Oban detachment of the 
Argyll and Bute Cadets is urging 
people who would like experi-
ence working with young people 
to come forward.

Oban detachment commander 
Lieutenant Caroline Reardon 
said: ‘Running the cadets is huge 
fun and very rewarding. 

‘We are looking for enthu-
siastic adults to help us keep 
the detachment running. No 
previous military experience is 
required.

The detachment, located in 
Tweedle Street, meets every 
Monday evening at 7pm. 

NEWSDESK
01631 

568000

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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DESPITE a public campaign 
to increase its membership last 
year, the demise of Oban’s Royal 
British Legion Scotland branch 
still came as a surprise to many 
when it was announced at the last 
Remembrance Day Service.

Meeting
But a handful of those present, 

mostly ex-service personnel 
themselves, left the war memo-
rial that day with the intention of 
reinstating the branch and hope 
they will be supported at a meet-
ing this weekend to revive it.

Lesley Blair-Simmonds, who 
was in the Intelligence Corp for 
a number of years, is one of those 
behind involved and explained 
the importance of having a legion 
in the town. 

‘There are a lot of wars going 
on just now,’ she said. 

‘There is another generation of 
soldiers who will need support 
and while we must learn from 
the past we need to be supporting 
our young soldiers. 

‘The community has been very 
supportive so far but we will 
need their continued support,’ 

Lesley added.
It is hoped a number of ex-

servicemen and women will be 
among those present at the meet-
ing. Oban’s Archie MacCulloch 
was a chef in the Royal Logistic 
Corp and his son, Jonathan, is 
currently servicing with the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highland-
ers,

Archie, who now runs Roxy’s 
Cafe, has already pledged his 
support to the reinstatement of a 
legion branch in his home town 
and agreed it was important to 
support those coming out of 
service today.

He added: ‘The Remembrance 

I had heard the legion branch was 
to close and as we were walking 
back from it a few of us started 
talking about getting it going 
again. 

‘However, these things take a 
bit of time to get moving.’

The meeting to form a new 
branch of the legion will be held  
this Saturday in Oban’s Soroba 
House Hotel at 7pm. 

All are welcome to attend

Local group meets 
to raise Legion  
flag again in Oban

A TEN strong contingent of the 
Canadian Armed Forces visited 
Oban at the weekend to see the 
birthplace of their very own 423 
Squadron.

Flying boats
Formed in May 1942, the 

squadron operated Sunderland 
Flying Boats from Oban Bay and 
Ganavan Sands during the Battle 
of the Atlantic.  

Today, the squadron is based at 
Shearwater, Nova Scotia, operat-

ing Sea King helicopters. 
Captain James Marshall took 

his men to meet volunteer 
museum staff at Oban’s War 
and Peace Museum, including 
local man Tom Lennox who was 

The party also visited the RAF 
Memorial at Ganavan before 
taking a trip to the former RAF 
Station Headquarters at Dungal-
lan House.

Current members of Canada’s 423 Squadron are pictured at the Sunderland gate in Ganavan with Tom Lennox, the Oban man who was a fitter on the Sunderlands with 210 
Squadron in 1940. The new gate honours those pilots that flew the Sunderland Flying Boats during World War II. 

Canadian squadron 
comes ‘home’ to 
Oban Bay base

AN APPIN man who accused 

conspiring against him has been 
found guilty of assault.

Iain Harvey Black told Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday that 

list of charges against him after 
he lodged a complaint against 
Strathclyde Police.

However, Black, 51, of Burn-
side, Appin was found guilty of 

-
ing arrest, committing a sexually 
aggravated breach of the peace 
and refusing to undergo a breath 
test.

Black committed the offences 

suspicion that he had been drunk 
in charge of a vehicle on August 
15 last year. The court heard that 
Black initially co-operated with 

specimen of breath. After being 
placed in a police vehcile he 

PC Iain Young told the court: 
‘He became aggressive to me and 
my colleague. He started shouting 
and swearing at my colleague, 
pushing towards him. I thought at 
one point he was going to try and 
get me in the driving seat.’

Black was transferred to a 
police van with a caged interior 
and taken to Oban Police Station 
where he continued verbal abuse 

Denying all the charges against 
him Black told the court that the 

that this was the ‘backlash’ of a 
complaint he made against Oban 
police force.

Sheriff Eric Brown said: ‘If 
I were to believe the accused I 
would accept that there had been 

-
ers against him. 

‘I accept that the accused 
behaved in the manner described 
in the charges.’

Black will appear in court again 
on June 1 for sentencing.

Appin
man found 
guilty of 
police
assault

5 SCOTS soldiers 
injured in 
Afghanistan 
explosion

Temporary 
gangway to be 
fitted at Craignure

Ardrishaig hosts hustings on local issues

Esplanade road 
plan splits opinion

SCHOOL closures, council tax, renewable 
energy, and roads – the subjects Argyll 
voters grilled parliamentary candidates on 
during a hustings debate.

Prospective MSPs for Argyll and Bute 
from the Scottish Nationalist Party, 
Conservatives, Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats were at Ardrishaig to answer 
questions in a hustings hosted by the BBC 
Scotland’s political editor Brian Taylor.

Argyll voters asked Mike Russell (SNP), 
Alison Hay (Lib Dem), Mick Rice (Lab) 
and Jamie McGregor (Con) their stance on 

school closures, an income based council 
tax, re-trunking the A83 from Kintyre to 
Glasgow, Argyll’s role in the renewable 
energy sector and money spent introduc-
ing beavers to Knapdale.

Speaking after the debate Brian Taylor 
described Argyll and Bute as an ‘interest-
ing’ electoral seat, said the Ardrishaig 
debate was one of the liveliest he has ever 
hosted. He said: ‘The audience was excel-
lent and lively. The people we had were 
polite but robust, they asked some good 
questions.’

A SIXTEEN-year-old Oban 
boy has been named Cadet 
of the Year for Argyll.

Shaun Reardon was 
presented with the honour 
by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Argyll and Bute, Kenneth 
MacKinnon, at a special 
awards ceremony last 
week.

Shaun, a pupil at Oban 
High School, was also 
named Best Cadet Non-

and promoted to cadet ser-
geant.

Speaking after the awards 
Shaun, who is a piper with 
the cadets, said: ‘Getting 
the awards was completely 
unexpected. 

‘I felt quite nervous, but 
really proud going out to 
receive the awards from 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

‘I have achieved such a lot 
with cadets including piping 

I have had fantastic op-
portunities to travel and 
have played the pipes for 
the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace and Balmoral.’

Three Oban cadets were 
awarded honours at the 
ceremony which took place 
at the cadet training centre 

Lord Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute, Kenneth MacKinnon, 
presented Shaun Reardon with the Cadet of the Year award

Teenager Shaun named 
Argyll cadet of the year

THE SECOND phase of a project 
to make Strachur Memorial 
Hall warmer and ‘greener’ has 

Strachur Memorial Hall Com-

by Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 
Climate Challenge Fund to install 
a new heating system.

The money will replace the fail-
ing radiators in the hall and fund 
a heating system which will turn 
on a few hours before events take 
place in the hall.

Chair of Strachur Memorial 
Hall Committee, David Fiddes, 
said: ‘We need to be able to handle 
control of heating in the building. 
The hall takes a long time to heat 
up and in the winter people had to 
come in hours before to turn on 
the heating. It’s far from ideal.’

The committee, made up of 
users of the hall, embarked on 
a project last year to become 
carbon neutral and installed a 
biomass boiler.

David said: ‘We feel very lucky 
and are delighted to get the sup-
port from the Climate Challenge 
Fund. The funding will create a 
better environment for users of 
the hall and save energy.’

Strachur hall gains 
‘green ‘ funding

THE largest backer of the 
Isle of Coll’s £2.5million com-
munity hall, The Big Lottery 
Fund, says it is continuing to 
support the project, despite 

Tenders for An Cridhe came 
in at higher than expected 
levels, forcing Development 
Coll to have a rethink on de-

proximity to the road.

TSL was appointed to carry 
out the job, a new planning 
application has had to be 
submitted to Argyll and Bute 
Council for the substantial 
changes to the project.

Submitted last Friday, the 
application may not be con-
sidered until the summer.

But the Big Lottery Fund 

have denied speculation that, 
as a result of the delay and 
changes to the plans, they 
were considering withdraw-
ing their £852,329 grant 
allocation.

A spokeswoman for the Big 
Lottery Fund said: ‘We have 
been working closely with De-
velopment Coll to ensure that 

in place for the work on An 
Cridhe to begin. 

‘We are delighted that they 
are now in a position to start 
the ground works and we look 
forward to the remainder of 
the work being completed in 
due course.’

An Cridhe Project manager 
Emma Grant said: ‘We’re 

-
ing is concerned. There isn’t 

a problem. We’re now just 
looking forward to starting 
and getting the new applica-
tion approved.  

‘There’s also no indication 
from planning that the ap-
plication will be a problem.’

Meanwhile, some ground-
work on the entrance road to 
An Cridhe can start and is 
soon due to after Argyll and 

as it was covered by a previous 
application, consent existed.

No work will start on the 
construction of the hall itself 
or its foundations until the 
new application is approved.

Emma said: ‘We’re allowed 
to work away on some aspects 
of our old application as 
there’s an amount of work 
that’s exactly the same.’

Big Lottery Fund confirms  support 
to Coll’s £2.5m community hall

REGULATIONS to be 
introduced by the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency 

and Bute Council.
The directive will mean 

small passenger ferries and 
pleasure vessels carrying 12 
passengers or less in waters 

have to provide immersion 
suits.

The plan, called ‘unwork-
able and unreasonable’ by 
operators in last week’s 
Oban Times will require the 

late September until late 
May.

Argyll and Bute Council 

said: ‘The regulations have 
been written for some time 
but the MCA have not de-
manded compliance to date.

‘If we were required to 
comply it would cost a 

but it has not been costed to 
date.

‘Rather than protesting we 
would ask for a pragmatic 
approach from the regulator 
in view of the very short 
distances our ferries travel. 

‘It is our intention to raise 
this with the MCA this com-
ing month.’

MCA were asked for a 
comment, but had failed to 
do so at the time of going to 
press.

New passenger craft 
rules would add 

THE PASSENGER gangway at 
the Craignure ferry terminal on 

for purpose.
After months of passengers 

having to walk from the car deck 
of the Oban - Craignure ferry a 
temporary replacement is to be 

A spokesman for Caledo-
nian MacBrayne said: ‘A new 
gangway for Craignure is to 
be commissioned by CMAL 
(Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd) the owners of the gangway 
with a view to installing the new 
build by November/December 
this year.

‘Until the temporary replace-
ment is in place, access and 
egress by foot passengers to 
the vessel will continue via the 
car deck. A luggage van for 
passengers will be provided 
until such time as the interim 
gangway is ready for use.

‘Caledonian MacBrayne 
apologises to customers for any 
inconvenience caused.’

There are so many 
plus points here, 
it seems to be a 
genuine win-win 
situation.
Driving instructor 
Ewan Morrision

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

CHANGES mooted to a ‘vision-
ary’ road route into Oban has 
divided opinion.

Last week The Oban Times 
revealed transport spokesman 
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre’s 
thoughts on securing a two-way 
road system into the town centre. 
He believed it would be possible 
to widen the road on the Espla-
nade on the seaward side.

The reaction to the story has po-
larised opinion with many people 
believing the idea is a mark of 
genius while others believe it is 
‘madness’.

Against
Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said: ‘I am afraid that it has to 
be pointed out the Esplanade is a 
trunk road and therefore it is not 
Argyll and Bute Council’s for us 
to comment.

‘The decision of the project 
board at the last meeting I at-
tended was to shelve plans for the 
development road.’

For
Henry Tarbatt of Easdale Island 

said: ‘What a splendid idea, this 
road would show Oban off to all 

visitors with excellent sea views 
over Oban Bay to Kerrera.  

‘A car-free shopping centre 
would create a restful ambience 
conducive to shopping and give 
plenty of scope to shop owners 
with outside tables and chairs to 
create an appreciative continental 
air.’

John MacGregor, chairman of 
Oban Bay Marine, said: ‘Coun-
cillor Duncan MacIntyre has his 

priorities all wrong. With all the 
council cuts, lay offs, reductions 
in care of the elderly and remov-
ing front line services, why are 
we looking at spending millions 
on roads?’

Driving instructor Ewan Mor-

there are any number of positive 

elements to enable gains, which 
affect Oban’s holiday trade. 

‘There are so many plus points 
here, it seems to be a genuine 
win-win situation.’

Paul Sloan, local businessman 
and a founding member of the 
Oban Phoenix Cinema Group, 
said that passing trade was very 
important for shops on George 
Street and certainly the cinema 
will rely on people passing the 
door to see the programme.

that entering the town on the 
Esplanade would offer people 
one of the most beautiful views 
imaginable. However I would 

encourage Mr MacIntyre to think 
about towns like Fort William 
where the pedestrianisation of 
an area has allowed trade to fall 
away.

‘It would be a great shame to 
risk the marina project to smooth 
out the road at Stafford Street and 
perhaps keeping George Street 
open is the ideal solution.’

From The Oban Times Facebook 
page John Gallacher said: ‘Com-
ing into Oban that way will look 
so good because of all the closed 
and near derelict looking shops at 
the top end of George Street. 

‘I think before they go ahead 
with this that they try to attract 
business to the area. 

‘Or could this be yet another 
pipe dream for Oban.

Catherine Gillies said: ‘The 
only way to make that junction 
big enough would be to demol-
ish either the Oban Inn or the 
Columba. 

‘If it is the Oban Inn I will lie 
down in front of the bulldozer.’

But Ian Tiree added: ‘The Oban 
Inn was there before the Columba. 

TWO soldiers serving with 
The Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, 5th Battalion the 
Royal Regiment of Scotland (5 
SCOTS) have been injured after 
an Improvised Explosive Device 
(IED) attack on an Army vehicle 
in Afghanistan.

Reports from the war torn 
country indicate that the attack 
occurred on Monday night/Tues-
day morning. 

The soldiers involved are 
being treated for their injuries, 
which are not thought to be 
life-threatening. 

Their families have been 

As The Oban Times went to 
press no further details were 
available.

The Royal British Legion Scotland
Glasgow and Western Counties Area

A meeting will be held with a view to 
reforming the Oban Branch of RBLS

The meeting will be on
Saturday 9th April 2011 at 7.00pm

At Soroba House Hotel, Oban
This meeting is open to all ex service 

members which include National Service, 
The Bevin Boys, Women’s Land Army, 
Ladies Timber Corp, Merchant Navy 
Territorial Cadets and Coast Guard.
All welcome and tea and coffee 

will be available

We can make various sizes 
and designs on request 
Any Design considered
View our Cabin Sheds at MGM Timber 
in Oban or at our showroom at The 
Marine Resource Centre, Barcaldine. 

Pop in and have a look!
We Deliver to Fort William, Sky, Mull, 
Kilchoan, Ardrishaig, Campbeltown, 

Distance is no object!

Burnside Joiners & Builders
c/o M.R.C - Barcaldine near Oban - Argyll

Mob: 077191 58777
www.burnside-builders.co.uk    mmckay796@btinternet.com

Call up to enquire and see how we can help you!
Landline number - 01631 720789

Cabin Sheds 

start at 

£445 + vat

Garages
from

£1650 + vat

Also available 

Work from 

Home offices

(for Garden)

in Arrochar.
William Humphries, aged 

14, won the Most Improved 
Cadet award and Jack 
Whiteley Best Male Cadet.

As a unit the Oban cadets 
also raised the most money 
for charity, donating 

Cross and Poppy Appeal.
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Shelter Scotland backs calls for housing investment
HOMELESS charity Shelter 
Scotland has backed calls for 
greater government investment 
in affordable homes after reveal-
ing nearly 700 households in 
Argyll and Bute are registered 
homeless.

Desperate situation
The comments from Graeme 

Brown, the charity’s director, 
follow similar appeals from the 
area’s housing associations, who 
say the county is ‘sleepwalking 

towards a housing crisis’ be-
cause the Scottish Government 
failed to come up with the cash 
to back promises of support for 
new builds.

So desperate is the situation that 
Argyll and Bute Council – itself 
short on cash - last month agreed 
to bail out the Scottish Govern-
ment by providing a £7million 
loan to allow construction on 
affordable housing projects in 
Lochgilphead, Dunoon and 

Campbeltown to go ahead.
Mr Brown said: ‘In the year 

to March 2010, 679 households 
were assessed as homeless 
in Argyll and Bute, further 
illustrating the urgent need for 
affordable housing in the area. 

‘We are calling for Scotland’s 
political parties to commit to a 
new era of building many more 
homes, protecting the ones we 
have and refurbishing existing 
housing stock.

‘Affordable housing is a top 
priority in every community 
across Scotland, but too often 
fails to receive the political at-
tention it demands. 

Campaign
‘Shelter Scotland has been 

running a campaign to “Make 
Housing Matter,” which included 
a recent visit to Dunoon. 

‘The campaign has been 
backed by thousands of people 
who have signed up to our call 

for more affordable homes.’
In addition to the 679 housh-

olds referred to by Mr Brown, 
more than 3,500 families and 
single people are currently on 
the Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) waiting 
list.

The £7million loan from 
Argyll and Bute Council will 
accrue interest at the rate of 2.98 
per cent until the government 
can pay it back.

OBAN soldier, Jonathan Mac-
Cullough, got the chance to say 

time after returning from active 
duty in Afghanistan.

Private MacCullough has been 
with the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, 5th Battalion the 
Royal Regiment of Scotland 
(5SCOTS) in Afghanistan for the 
last six months, returning last 
month to prepare for a training 
course.

of 5SCOTS to return to the UK 
after their tour, with the rest due 
to start returning during April.

Waiting on him on his return to 
his base in Canterbury was wife 
Jessica, two-year-old daughter 
Aimee and newborn son, Wil-
liam, who was born on March 9 
– exactly one week before dad 
came home.

It was an emotional homecom-
ing for Jonathan, the former Oban 
High School pupil who turned 25 
in December while serving in 
Lashkar Gah.

He said: ‘It was really good 
to see my new boy William. 
Unfortunately I missed the birth 
but to see him together with my 
two-year-old daughter, Aimee, 
was great. After six months away 
she’s changed so much; it’s amaz-
ing.

‘My family are going to come 
down from Oban in the next 
couple of weeks too, and it will 

William, so I’m looking forward 
to that.’

Jonathan won’t be home for too 
long though, as on April 10 he 
starts a six week training course 
which will promote him to Lance 
Corporal.  After that, he’s here all 
year.

He certainly earned that break 
after a busy tour in Afghanistan.

He said: ‘I was helping to train 
the Afghan police force. We 
did eight weeks of training per 
group.  

Proud dad: Jonathan MacCullough was reunited with wife Jessica and daughter Aimee on his return 
home, when he also met his newborn son, William, for the first time.  

Oban soldier meets 

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

‘At the start it was frustrating.  
There’s a lot of corruption within 
the Afghan National Police (ANP) 
and you have to teach them disci-
pline.  

were brutal.  It was clear that they 
were out for personal reasons 
rather than for policing Afghani-
stan. Their training was terrible 
and their shooting was awful. 
You could put a target in front of 
them and they would shoot at it 
all day and never hit it.

‘If they didn’t like what you 
were saying they would just walk 
away, so you had to be careful.

‘But after the eight weeks train-
ing they were a lot better and the 
training was very successful.  

‘They got a lot more respect too 
from their colleagues and train-
ing became easier.’

As well as being involved in 
training, Private MacCullough 
took part in some patrols and 
missions while in Afghanistan 
and said that, while there were 
a couple of close shaves, his tour 
was a complete success.

He said: ‘The places that had 
high levels of insurgency and a 
lot of Taliban activity were not as 
co-operative as they could be.

‘I can’t say too much but we did 
go on certain missions.  In some 
senses that’s the hardest part 
because it’s more dangerous, but 
training the ANP was the most 

‘But things are getting better 
there for us. In those places that 
are occupied the people are really 
friendly and helpful.’

As well as family matters, he 
had one or two other reasons to 
think of home; parcels sent from 
Oban to our boys.

Containing vital items and mes-
sages of luck, they were a great 
boost to morale.

He said: ‘I got two parcels from 
Oban and received items like 
socks, sweets, pencils and paper. 
It was great.

‘It does boost us a lot and we 
are really do appreciate it. It is 
good to know people are thinking 
about you.’

MEMBERS of Oban Photographic Club met in the Regent Hotel, 
Oban on Monday, March 28, for the last full meeting of the 
winter season. 

The speaker was well-known photographer and international 
judge Alan Gawthorpe, from Aberdeen, who gave out the results 
of the ‘open 2’ competition which he had been asked to judge. 

Alan offered good criticism of the images and members learnt a 
lot from his comments. 

Results:
Projected Images – A clean sweep for Stephen Lawson who was 

for the best overall image.
Prints: - 1 John Douglas; 2 and 3 Stuart McCracken. 
The club will start its renowned ‘Summer Show’ for visitors 

to the area, on Monday, May 9, at 9pm in the Regent Hotel. 
Everyone is welcome. 

A raffle at the Oban Branch of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dancing Society’s (RSCDS) 50th anniversary show has raised 
£606 for Oban High School Pipe Band. Of that sum, £550 will 

buy a whole uniform for one member of the band, while the rest 
will go towards the cost of instruments, insurance, repairs and 
travel to competitions. The band is keen to hear from anyone 

who would like to assist in raising more money to meet ongoing 
costs. If you can help, phone Cathie MacFarlane on 01631 564 

054. Pipe Sergeant Andrew Matthews is pictured receiving 
the cheque from the Oban Branch chairman of RSCDS, Joan 

Robertson.  15_t14pipechq1

THE tastes, sounds, smells and sights of the continent will return 
to Oban this Easter, when the International Market sets up camp 

More than 25 traders from France, Belgium, Italy, Spain, 
Holland and Poland, many of whom will be wearing traditional 
costumes, will spenf four days in the town as part in the market. 

Stalls will feature Fair Trade produce such as arts, handicrafts 
and wooden carvings from Africa, south east Asia and Latin 
America, while food lovers will enjoy treats such as Brittany 

from the Alps, charcuterie, fresh breads and more.
This will be topped off by a range of Normany ciders and 

calvados, a dry apple brandy, to sweep away the spring chill.
The Market will run from 9am until 5.30pm between April 

22-25.

SCHOOLS Out after-school club members in Oban were 
treated to a special show prepared for them by Lorn School of 
Dance in St Columba’s hall last week. 

The dancers, all girls aged 11-16 years performed their lat-
est dance pieces in a range of dance styles to the audience of 
children aged 5-10 years and the club’s staff. Teacher Sophie 
Hamilton helped volunteers from the audience to improvise 
some puppet theatre as part of the show, using beautiful 

It all added up to a lively, colourful, entertaining event of a 
high artistic standard.

Argyll and Sutherland Highlander completes tour of duty in Afghanistan

WITH the town’s cinema still closed Oban High School’s Young 
Enterprise Group will be showing two Hollywood blockbusters 
within a week at the Corran Halls.

Shrek: Forever After will be shown at 2pm this Saturday, while 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 will be shown at 
2pm and 6pm on April 16.

THE LORN Gold Duke of Edinburgh group bagged another 
£500 toward its summer expedition to Morocco through local 

Co-op.
The group is now almost halfway to reaching their £4000 

target and are delighted to receive such generous support.
The next major fundraising event will be on Saturday, May 

7, at Skippinish Ceilidh House, Oban when adventurers will 
be using their singing talents and joining forces with the 
Sequence Choir for what promises to be a very entertaining 
evening. 

If you would like to support the youngsters phone 01631 
720448 or e mail jonathan.david.sayer@gmail.com

LORN Archaeological and Historical Society’s March meeting 
had a change of speaker when Anne MacDonald stepped in to talk 
about Summer Sheilings. 

Concentrating largely on the north side of Loch Tay she 
explained in depth the origins and changes in Sheiling types over 
the centuries and included details of the quite rigid regulation 
under which they operated. Many references and details had come 
through information held in the Breadalbane Monuments housed 
in the National Archives in Edinburgh with records stretching 
back to the 13th and 14th century. 

-

The meeting starts at 7.30pm at The Undercroft, Glencruitten 
Church Centre on Friday, April 8. All visitors welcome.

A DUNBEG man admitted 
being in possession of stolen 
drilling equipment when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week.

Thomas Barr, 29, of 3 Castle 
Road, admitted being in 
possession of the goods on 
November 18 and on January 23.

Sentence was deferred until 
April 26 for the value of the 
equipment to be determined.

Dunbeg man 
admits possession
of stolen goods

VOLUNTEERS are being sought 

cycle path between Oban and 
South Ballachulish.

The 32-mile cycle and walking 
path is being developed by the 
charity Sustrans, with partners 
Transport Scotland, Highland 
Council and Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The drive to recruit volunteers 
starts with a bike ride at 2pm on 
Thursday, April 14, at Oban Sea 
Life Centre. 

A public information session 
will then follow at 6.30pm at 
Appin Village Hall.

Sustrans’ volunteer co-ordina-
tor for Scotland, Sarah Jeffs, 
said: ‘It would be great to see 
lots of interested local people 
joining us on foot or bike to 
explore the beautiful new route 
being created on their doorsteps, 
or joining us in the evening to 
hear more about it.

‘There are currently around 
2,000 miles of National Cycle 
Network in Scotland and the 
only way we are able to 
develop and maintain such a vast 
Network is through the help of 
our volunteers.

‘There is a volunteer role for 
everyone, whether people want 
to get outdoors and physical by 
helping to maintain a section 
of the new route, lead guided 
bike rides and walks for local 
people or become a wildlife 
champion and enhance the route 
for nature.’

For more information, contact 

sustrans.org.uk or 0131 523 0192. 

Volunteers 
wanted for 
cycle path

Booklet launched for child awareness week

AN 83-year-old man escaped 
serious injury after being struck 
by a car in Oban’s Argyll Square 
on Saturday.

The man was crossing the 
road when he was hit at around 

that nobody was charged as a 
result of the incident.

Elderly man struck 
by car in Oban

Alleged town bar 
assault ends in 
bitten finger
during an alleged assault at a bar 
in Oban on Saturday morning.

The incident occurred at about 
half past midnight. The 31-year 
old victim sustained no serious 
injuries as a result.

Anyone with any information 
should contact Oban Police.

Window smashed
A MAN has been arrested 
after the window of the Cancer 
Research shop in Oban’s George 
Street was vandalised at about 
2am on Sunday.

A report has been submitted to 

A NEW booklet designed to 
make family mediation easier for 
young children has been launched 
in Oban as part of Child Contact 
Centre Awareness Week.

Family Mediation Argyll 
and Bute in Alexandra Place, 
opened its doors to the public last 
Wednesday for the event, which 
gave interested parties an oppor-

does and how it helps children 
cope when family bonds become 
stressed or break.

The new booklet, Going to a 
Child Contact Centre, is designed 
to help children aged between 
four and nine come to terms with 
their situation.

Tough time
Centre manager, Tanya Mac-

Dougall, said: ‘We’re here to 
help ease the process for children 
whose parents may be going 
through a tough time.

‘We do our best to make sure 
that the relationship between 
parents doesn’t break down.

‘The centre provides a very 
calm, friendly and relaxed atmo-
sphere in a natural environment.’

Established in 2004 by Cathy 
Paterson, the service has grown 
and earned a glowing reputation 
for its work with families. 

It is now looking for new 

Volunteers, interested parties and stakeholders gathered at Family Mediation Argyll and Bute in Oban 
at the open day for the launch of the new Going to a Child Contact Centre booklet.  15_t14mediat1

volunteers to help maintain or 
repair bonds between children 
and their parents.  No experience 
is required and people of all ages 
can volunteer.

If you would like to help or 
want more information on what 
the role would entail, email fms.

phone 01631 570101.

SOME residents on the Isle of 
Lismore continue to have prob-
lems with their bin collections, 
to the extent that they don’t know 
whether the next collection is for 
waste or recyclable material.

Each household’s two bins are 
collected on a fortnightly cycle 
but mechanical problems with 
Argyll and Bute Council’s refuse 
lorries results in bins not being 
collected for weeks at a time.

Last Wednesday the refuse 
lorry came to the island but some 
residents said their bins were not 
collected. 

The previous Wednesday there 
was no pick-up at all.

One resident said: ‘We’re at the 
stage where we don’t know which 
bin to put out from one week to 
the next.

-
ries is too elderly; my neighbour 
is 84 and she still manages to get 

Lismore in 
a spin over 
rubbish bins

A MAN accused of being in 
possession of valium walked 
free from Oban Sheriff Court 
last week following a not proven 
verdict.

Sheriff Douglas Small said 

a reasonable doubt that Daniel 

diazepam in Albany Street on 
March 9 this year.

Kelly, who appeared from 
custody, was on bail at the time.

Oban Valium 
possession charge
is not proven

ISLE of RUM
SATURDAY APRIL 23 Leave 10am back 8.30pm
Steam through the Sound of Mull to visit Tobermory £19.95 SC £17.95 or 
visit the Isle of Rum £37 SC £35

4 LOCHS & A WHIRLPOOL
SUNDAY APRIL 24 Leave 1pm back 6.30pm
Steam past the Isles of the Sea and cruise the lochs of Shuna, Melfort, 
Craignish & Crinan as you cruise to the Corryvreckan Whirlpool £27 SC £23   

LOCH LINNHE CRUISES
SUN APRIL 24 Leave 8am back 1pm or 
Leave 6.30pm back 10pm
Watch the sun go down as you cruise Loch Linnhe - view the Corran Nar-
rows & Ben Nevis as you sail to Fort William £15 SC £13. 
Return by inclusive coach from Fort William for Evening Sailing

IONA & IONA ABBEY
MONDAY APRIL 25 Leave 11.30am back 7.30pm
Steam to the sacred Isle of Iona - there is time ashore to visit historic Iona 
Abbey and soak up the atmosphere of this world famous Island £37 SC £35.

ISLE of RUM
SAT APRIL 23 Leave 12noon back 6.45pm 
£25 SC £23

SKYE • INVERIE
SAT APRIL 30 Leave 12noon back 7.30pm
Visit Armadale £23 SC £21 or Inverie £25 SC £23                      

ISLE of STAFFA
MONDAY MAY 2 Leave 12noon back 6.15pm 
£25 SC £23

sailing from TOBERMORY Pier

sailing from MALLAIG
INVERIE

TUESDAY APRIL 26 Leave 2.15pm back 5pm 
Cruise Loch Nevis and visit Inverie - only accessible by 
boat! £15 SC £13 Cruise LOCH NEVIS 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 27 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm 
Enjoy an afternoon cruise amidst the spectacular scenery 
of Loch Nevis only £11!

MULL • SKYE • INVERIE
SATURDAY APRIL 30 Leave 10am back 9.30pm
Visit Tobermory £19.95 SC £17.95; view the majestic Cuillin Hills on arrival at 
Armadale £35 SC £31 or stay aboard for the cruise to Inverie  £37 SC £35 

ISLE of COLL
SUNDAY MAY 1 Leave 10am back 8pm
Visit the Isle of Coll £35 SC £31 or stay aboard and enjoy a cruise of the 
Island’s coast £37 SC £35   ISLE of STAFFA
MONDAY MAY 2 Leave 10am back 8pm
Visit Tobermory £19.95 SC £17.95 or stay aboard and visit the Isle of Staffa - 
see the world famous Fingal’s Cave! £37 SC £35

MULL of KINTYRE via CORRYVRECKAN
TUESDAY MAY 3 Leave 9am back 7pm
Steam past the Isles of the Sea & the famous Corryvreckan Whirlpool - view 
the islands of Jura, Islay & Gigha – and sail round the Mull of Kintyre to Camp-
beltown where you join your coach for the return journey to Oban £25 SC 
£21

Waverley also sails from: 
Fort William, Kyle of Lochalsh, Raasay, 
Coll, Armadale, Broadford & Gairloch!

EASTER WEEKEND
sailing from OBAN North Pier 

MAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND

Step Aboard Paddle Steamer Waverley for a Great Day Out!

Book at local Tourist Information Centres or call 0845 130 4647 Book Online www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk

Sponsored by 

Community
Charity Shop 

The White Building, North Pier, Oban

For free boxes or uplifts 
please call 01631 564848 

Charity No. SC041044
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A FISHERY manager from 
Kilmelford who was previously 
found guilty of being in posses-
sion of methadone, a Class-A 

James Gisbey, 37, of 46 The 
Glebe, had previously told the 
court that the two bottles were 
only destined for a relative, a 
heroin addict, who he said could 
not be trusted to keep the drug 

Sentencing Gisbey at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week, Sheriff 
Douglas Small said: ‘This 

that the methadone was for 
(the relative’s)  use, so in this 

don’t get involved in this kind of 

Kilmelford man 
found with 
methadone is
fined £500

has been criticised by Oban 
Sheriff Court for claiming the 
price of fuel prevented them 

Employees of Rubens Solici-

Glancy, that they could not col-
lect vital paperwork on the case 
against Carrina MacPhee, which 
was scheduled for trial last 
Tuesday, because they had no 
other business in Oban and the 
cost of fuel was prohibitive to 
making the journey for that sole 

Without the paperwork 
- disclosure of statements from 
The Department of Health and 
Social Security (DHSS) relating 

against MacPhee, 29, of An 
Cuiltuin, Hazeldean Crescent, 
Oban – the trial has now been 

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 

saying you’re not going to collect 
the statements because of the 

‘The fact that you haven’t 
seen the statements is through 

to go scampering after solicitors 

to say you’ve not picked up your 

‘This should be taken up with 

The case has already been 
postponed on two previous oc-

Glancy, said: ‘I’ve got a letter 
dated 12 January that shows the 

‘To go back to the start, this is 
a case that started on December 

‘On March 22, Ruben Murdan-

that stage that he didn’t have the 

‘I spoke to Mr Murdanaigum 
when I was still in the well of 
the court and I said to him that 

that day, for a second occasion, 

‘On Thursday last week, I was 
checking the court roll for this 

still waiting and I phoned my 

the fact that there were papers 
waiting for them for this week’s 

‘I was told that they would not 
be in the position to come and 
collect them as they did not have 
business in Oban that day and 

‘So, when my friend says he 
did not have disclosure, that does 

‘I think it’s fair I make that 

Appearing for Rubens was so-

‘I knew there was a background 

The Oban Times contacted Ru-
ben Murdanaigum for comment, 
but he did not respond at the time 

‘Cost of fuel’ 
stalls Oban 
court case

   I was told that they 

would not be in a 

position to come . .  

because of the cost of 

fuel.
Procurator Fiscal        
David Glancy

Lochgilphead lawyer critisised for failing to 
collect papers on Oban alleged fraud case

apprentice entrepreneurs are 
hoping to emulate the likes of 
Alan Sugar and Donald Trump 
by launching their own recipe 

The Scot-It company, made 
up of S6 pupils at Oban High 

School, have produced The 
Wee Ones Cookbook, featuring 
14 different meals, snacks and 

Such is the level of detail that 
each page of the books is lami-
nated to prevent damage from 

the mucky hands of budding 
wee chefs, while a foreword for 
the publication was provided by 
Edinburgh’s teenage jam sensa-

The project is part of the team’s 
entry for the Young Enterprise 
Scotland awards, where they will 

compete against schools from 
across the country to see who 

The book will be sold in 
Kitchen Garden, George Street, 

sell out, Scot-It stands to make a 

Pictured with The Wee Ones Cookbook are, back first from left: Calum Peden, Ben Allward, Ross Jesperson and Lynsey MacAllister.  Front 
row: Helen Tinney, Rebecca Kynoch, Patrick Larmour and Rachel Broadfoot.  15_t14cookb1

Pupils produce cookbook for kids broken ankle after he was struck 
by a car on Soroba Road last 

The 13 year old pupil of Oban 
High School was taken to 
hospital following the incident at 

Boy knocked down

THE community group hoping to reopen 

goal after two busy fundraisers at the 

Oban Phoenix Cinema hosted a bring 
and buy sale at the Corran Halls on 

following up with a gig at Coasters 

Support
The sum takes the total raised so far 

Mikey McManus said they have been 

People are just giving money to us and 

Anne Robertson has supported the 
campaign since it began and decided 
to make the extra gesture of donating 
all proceeds from her sale table to the 

 She said: ‘Oban has the best outdoor 
facilities; but as far as indoor facilities 

are concerned, we need more for those 

‘So, we need a cinema in Oban and I’ll 

Keen to keep up the pace, Oban 
Phoenix Cinema will host an antique 
valuation day at the Caledonian Hotel on 

On hand to offer her professional 
opinion will be Anita Manning, who 

Hunt and Cash in the Attic, as well as 

With her will be a team of valuers from 
Great Western Auctions in Glasgow, 
who will be able to offer expert advice 
on paintings, jewellery, silver, ceramics, 
coins, medals, militaria, collectors items, 

of three items to be valued can be brought 

Mikey said: ‘It should be a brilliant 

they’re sitting on a fortune should come 

Young Finlay Cameron is half-way to becoming Spiderman during 
Oban Pheonix Cinema’s bring and buy sale at the Corran Halls on 
Saturday, with Lainie Forbes from Radiance Beauty providing the 

make-up. 15_t14pheonix2

Double fundraiser success for Oban’s cinema 
bid ahead of ‘bargain hunt’ valuation day

business ideas ever undertaken 
in Oban has seen more than 

have a say on the Oban business 
improvement district, its size, 

town centre manager said: ‘We 

some great improvements to the 

‘Key to those improvements 
taking place is gauging that 
the majority of business are in 

like to see completed surveys 

The address to return them 

If you prefer to complete 
an online response email         

BID4 Oban needs 
your feedback to 
biggest ever survey

A HOMELESS convicted 
methadone supplier from 
Oban is facing a lengthy prison 
sentence after breaching terms 
of her probation and commu-
nity service.

Ailsa McNaughton, 20, who 
gave her address as Room 4, 
Solas, Albany Street, failed to 
provide a reasonable excuse 
for missing probation ap-
pointments, on October 4 and 
December 22, and missing 
community service on October 
30 and December 4, all last 
year.

A charge that she failed to 

provide a reasonable excuse 
for missing community service 
on October 2, 2010 was not 
proven.

McNaughton was put on 15 
months’ probation last March 
after being convicted of sup-
plying methadone to Robert 
MacDonald, now deceased, 
in 2009. She was also ordered 
to complete 255 hours com-
munity service. However, she 
appeared in court in July after 
she breached the terms of her 
community service in May.  
The sentence was later reset.

Her latest disregard for the 

court will now see McNaughton 
spend time behind bars, with 
the sentence to be determined 
on April 19.

The court heard that Mc-
Naughton had lied to social 
workers regarding her ab-
sences in October, saying she 

-
cate but lost it; however Lorn 

McNaughton did provide 

in December but they were 
outside the required seven day 
time frame, four and 14 days 

late respectively. It was deemed 
-

pose because they were outside 
the required timeframe.

Glancy, said: ‘This is about 
her abuse of probation and 

-
casions.  What we have here is 
a situation where she has been 
caught in a lie with her social 
workers. She has even admitted 
to lying in the witness box.’

A bail application from 
defence agent Sandy Mitchell 
was refused by Sheriff Douglas 
Small.

service cheat managed to obtain 

Lorn Medical Centre, Oban, 11 
days and 21 days after she was 

At Oban Sheriff Court last 

was found to have breached the 
terms of the probation and com-
munity service handed to her 

to Robert MacDonald, now 

David Glancy, was disappointed 

long after she claimed to be ill, 
describing it as a ‘lamentable 

was produced on December 

missed a probation appointment, 
and indicated that she suffered 

The second came 21 days after 

unpaid work on December 22, 
and signed her off until Febru-
ary 9; citing ‘reactive anxiety 

For the purposes of the court, 

issued within seven days of the 

Mr Glancy said: ‘Some agen-
cies come out of this trial with a 

degree of credit for the patience 
they’ve shown with someone 
who can only represent a bit of 

out of this with perhaps less 

‘On the face of it, it is a pretty 
lamentable practice whereby 
someone can go to their doctor 
weeks later and succeed in 
persuading that doctor to issue 

‘I fully intend to take this up 

While unable to talk about spe-

partner at the Lorn Medical 
Practice, said issuing retrospec-

He said: ‘What I can say is that 
we are aware of the importance 

‘It would not be normal 

practice to issue backdated 

‘We have looked at our proce-
dures and will ensure matters 

Dr Jespersen believes the new 
Community Payback Orders 
(CPO) scheme, which come into 
force and available to the courts 
for crimes committed after 
February 1 this year, has much 
clearer guidelines and will take 

However, it does allow offend-

for up to two occasions within 

Dr Jespersen said: ‘It’s a much 

that the responsibility is on the 
individual to self certify and it’s 
now up to the social worker if 
they receive more than two self 

Procurator fiscal questions practice of back-dating medical certificates

Methadone supplier may face prison sentence

tenancies has led her to call for 
landlords to be aware of the current 

In the three years she has lived 
in Argyll she has had to take two 
landlords through the court system, 

The woman who did not want to be 
named said: ‘I have had numerous 
problems with private landlords not 

‘Private landlords are just not aware 
of their responsibilities and they are 
leaving themselves open to criminal 

large problem is the council’s refusal 
to follow up on these problems or 

letting people away with registering, 
apparently, because they were not 
aware of a scheme that has been 

-
ties said: ‘There seems to be a lack 
of knowledge of the law by a number 

most part through no fault of their 
own, The law is complex and at the 

‘I have had some clients come to 
me and be so relieved that we do 
ensure that all the basic checks are 
carried out such as the building is 
insured, the landlord is registered 
with the council, electrical and gas 
testing have are carried out, 

‘Part of the problem is that there is 
such a high demand for accommoda-

family homes and ensure people are 
provided with wind and watertight 

council randomly phones people 
advertising accommodation to let 
in the newspapers and though other 
avenues, enquiring about the let ac-
commodation and requesting the 

‘All adverts advertising rental 
accommodation should include the 

‘If communications have failed 
between landlord and tenant then 

them to the Private Rented Housing 

aims to ensure the tenant can enforce 

advise tenants to take photographs 

‘In certain circumstances we 

the complaint is upheld the landlord 
in question is put on our review list 

‘There should be no excuse for 
-

ing registered, as every Council Tax 

to landlords, tenants, agents and 

Landlords need to be aware of current legislation claims tenant

ACHA resolve dispute on charges
ACHA pensioners received 
long overdue payments to 

dispute over charges was 
resolved with Argyll and 

One woman from the Oban 

the authority accepted that 
regulations would allow them 
to pay for some sheltered 

The problem arose in 

Community Housing Asso-
ciation (ACHA) introduced 

a second rent increase in the 
same year, which the council 
initially rejected as being 

said: ‘The council and 
ACHA have worked together 
to resolve the issues of Hous-

wanted to reach a decision 
that would maximise entitle-

the claimants within regula-
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It’s the 150th anniversary of The Oban 
Times this year and to celebrate we want 
you to design a special anniversary logo.

There are two categories, under 12s and under 
16s.  An overall winner and a winner from each 
category will be chosen.  As well as prizes for the 
winners and their school, the logo will appear in 
The Oban Times for the rest of the year!

To enter, please send your design on an A4 
sheet with your name, age, school and contact 
details to Oban Times Logo Competition, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB or by email to 
competitions@obantimes.co.uk by Monday May 9.

CHILDREN’S COMPETITION

Mull Lines

Pictured are members of Taynuilt Playgroup, with Joe and Tom Corns (centre front).

Toddlers to stage colourful parade 
for the Linda Norgrove Foundation
THE YOUNG nephews of Linda Norgrove, the 
Scottish aid worker who died in Afghanistan, 
will be joined by other Taynuilt children in 
a colourful fundraising parade through the 
village.

Friends of little Joe, aged three, and 
10-month-old Tom Corns are getting to-
gether to raise money for The Linda Norgrove 
Foundation, a charity set up to raise money to 
support the ongoing, ground breaking work in 
Afghanistan, initiated by their late aunt.

Taynuilt Playgroup has organised the 
sponsored walk and the children will be joined 
by Taynuilt School Nursery and primaries one 
and two.

The walk will leave the school at 10am on 
April 19, go through the village and then on 

to Airds Bay. Any businesses that choose to 

company name made up. 

foundation that will take place over the spring 
time and we are touched that the Playgroup, 
School and Nursery are so keen to support the 
foundation in this way. We are hoping for a bit 

Any businesses which would like to sponsor 
this event can do so by contacting Angela 
McDougall on 01866 822 674.

Further fundraising events for The Linda 
Norgrove Foundation are a dance to be held in 
Kilchrenan Village Hall May 14 and a charity 
auction.

KYLEAKIN

ABERFELDY
A £1.4MILLION dream to restore 
Aberfeldy’s Birks Cinema and bring it into 
community ownership is halfway to reality 
after the group behind it received £650,000 
of funding. The Scottish Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP) cash is a tremendous 
boost to the project, but conditions attached 
to the award means that the Friends of the 
Birks Cinema need to obtain match funding 
within nine months or the project will be 
back to square one.

The Friends have been campaigning for 

Picture Palace into a modern, 101-seat digital 
cinema, café-bar and arts venue.

For more information, log on to www.
birkscinemafriends.org.uk.

CRIANLARICH
STRATHFILLAN Community Council 
is encouraging residents of Crianlarich 
to report every single fault with the 
water supply to force an upgrade to the 
infrastructure. The community council has 
heard in the past that, every time there is a 
problem in the village’s supply – no matter 
how big or small – the water is turned off for 
every property in the village.

While Scottish Water have told the 
community council that they have no plans 
to update the system, they are prepared to 
look at installing more valves.  

It’s hoped that the tactic will help persuade 
Scottish Water to make improvements ahead 
of its budget setting process in November.
CRIANLARICH and Tyndrum could be 

each as part of the Community First 
Responders (CFR) scheme.

that about 1,000 CFR schemes have been 
setup across Scotland in the last three 
years.

The scheme sees Public Access 

the area and members of the community 
trained in their use, with monthly 
top-up training also provided. Giving the 
presentation were Murray McEwan and 

Crianlarich. They said that implementing 
such an initiative would not mean a 
reduction in ambulance staff and could 
help save lives. The community council 
agreed and has applied to the British 

KYLEAKIN Local History 
Society’s talk was held on 
March 9 when guest speaker 
was retired Kyle of Lochalsh GP 
Dr John Adamson, who gave an 
interesting and entertaining talk 
on his experiences as a Highland 
GP and Highland medicine in 
the past century.

 The society also held a quiz 
in the Community Hall on 
Saturday, March 26.

on April 13 when the speaker 
will be archeologist Steven 
Birch with an illustrated talk on 
‘Recent Excavations of the High 
Pasture Cave near Kilbride’.

 The Book Club met in the 
playroom at ‘Saucy Mary’s on 
March 23. New members are 
always welcome.

KILLIN
KILLIN Drama Club has 

Scottish Finals of the One Act 
Play competition.

The event is being held in 
Inverness on May 5-7 at the 
Eden Court Theatre.

Actors David MacAskill and 
Gordon Hibbert will take to the 

Firth’s A Man of Letters.

LOCHEARNHEAD
RADIO controlled model water 
planes, both large and small, will 
‘Fly In’ to Lochearnhead this 
weekend, 

The event at the Watersports 
Activities Centre and Café will 
see members of the Scottish 
Aeromodellers Association 
converge on the site over two 
days.

The event takes place this 
Saturday and Sunday from 
10am-4.30pm, weather 
permitting.

NORTH LORN
CHILDREN from Barcaldine, 
Ardchattan, Achaleven and 
Strath of Appin primary school 
took part in a football fun day in 
Barcaldine.

A total of 63 children took part 
in the event led by Martin Rae, 

Argyll and Bute, and assisted by 
Dale Kupris, Active Schools, and 
PE teacher Sharon MacKechnie.  

The children were split into 
three groups and each were 
able to visit the three stations 
which included football games, 
a nutrition run-around and team 
building games in Sutherland’s 
Grove.

KENMORE
TAYMOUTH Castle, near 

revamp under ambitious plans by 

the Meteor Property Fund.
The group plans on building 

160 luxury holiday homes on the 
450 acre estate of the castle to 
fund the work.  

The news comes four and a 
half years after plans by the 
Taymouth Group to undertake 
a £74million transformation 
of the building into a six-star 
hotel ground to a halt, with the 
company going bust two years 
later.

YOUNG writers have been short listed in a competition that encourages letter writing. Inside the Story was the theme for this year’s 
Royal Mail task. Easdale Primary School had five finalists – one of the greatest numbers in Argyll. Allan MacFadyen, Holly and Melissa 

Roberston, Ethan Grier and George Croft were all finalists winning a set of celebration stamps. 16_t12writers1

Stamp of approval for young writers

BARCALDINE
KIRSTY Jackson-Stark, 

Energy visited Barcaldine 
Primary School to lead a 
renewable energy workshop. 

This involved the children 
actively learning about 
renewable energy by 
undertaking experiments and 
challenges with renewable 
equipment.

BARRA
THE chairwoman of Castlebay 
and Vatersay Community 
Council has welcomed news that 
the Scottish Government has 
committed to buying a new plane 
to serve the island.

Work to buy the new plane will 
start over the next 12 months. 

between Barra, Campbeltown, 
Tiree and Glasgow.

Karen MacLean said: ‘We’re 
very pleased that the government 
has agreed to buy the plane as it 
is needed.’ 
A BARRA social worker has 
received an award for his work 
from a national organisation.

Ed Lowe, who works in 
community care in Barra 
and the Uists, was highly 
commended for his efforts 
by The British Association of 
Social Workers in Scotland.

KILNINVER
KILNINVER Hill has had a 
clean up thanks to the hard work 
of residents and ‘grabbers’ from 
The Grab Trust. 

Packing four black bin liners 
with rubbish, the litter busters 
have asked that people drinking 
coffee from paper cups and 
miniature bottles of wine do 
not throw rubbish out the car 
onto the verge. There were 29 
mini-bottles of wine found.

The next litter pick is on May 
15, 1pm at the Post House.

TIREE
TIREE has been assured that the 
Public Service Obligation (PSO) 

Tiree will not be unbundled from 
Campbeltown and Barra.

Ken Crawford from Transport 
Scotland told the Tiree 
Community Development 
Trust via video-conference that 
the Scottish Government will 
ensure there is a robust tendering 
process for the 2013 renewal of 
the PSO.

He also said that the new PSO 
would make provision to run 
a larger aircraft if available, 
adding that the government 

requirements into the tender to 
ensure capacity and frequency of 
the service would meet demand.

A trial Sunday service is also 
scheduled for July and August. 

BOWMORE
A NEW biomass heating system, 
which will heat both Bowmore 
Primary School and Islay High 
School, will be installed during 

Argyll and Bute Council has 
agreed to introduce the system, 
following concerns that the 
current heating system was 

SUNART
SUNART and District Pony 
Club has been awarded an 
£8,000 lottery grant to buy new 
equipment.

The Ardnamurchan-based 
club, which competes across the 
Highlands, spent the money on 
buying a new Ivor Williams box 
trailer and new sets of jumps. 
The trailer will allow all the 
club’s kit to be stored in one 

make transportation much easier.
District commissioner Cheryl 

Frith told The Oban Times the 
whole club was ‘thrilled’ with 
the award.

She said: ‘The trailer will 
let us store jumps in the dry 
and all in one place. We have 
a lot of young members. This 
will improve their riding and 
hopefully with better equipment 
we’ll have a better chance of 
competing in competitions.’

The new gear will be presented 
to the club by Charles Kennedy 
at Ardnamurchan High School 
on April 20.

inadequate.
Islay-based councillor 

Robin Currie said: ‘On my 
recent visits to the schools I was 
very concerned that the heating 
at Bowmore Primary was 
unreliable and that children and 
staff were working in unsuitable 
conditions.’

Councillor Currie said he 
was also very disappointed 
at the condition of Bowmore 
Primary School and has made 
representations to the council 
so that repairs to the roof and 
roof-windows are carried out as 
soon as possible.

He added: ‘The general look 
of Bowmore Primary School is 
not good and there is very little 
playing area so this is something 
I will be working on in the near 
future.’

ISLAY
AVANTI Broadband, which 
provides satellite broadband 
services to rural Islay homes 
and businesses, has advised 
customers that their broadband 
service is to be transferred to 
their new communications 
satellite, HYLAS 1 during April. 

The AVC Group has 
been instructed by Avanti 
Communications to carry out 
this transfer, and subscribers will 
have received postal and email 

make an appointment.
Customers will receive new 

dishes and indoor terminals to 
continue to receive broadband 
service. 

The transfer timeframe is 
extremely limited and the 
schedule for Islay is set in 
advance, at around April 17. 
To keep continuous broadband 
service, Islay customers are 
advised to make an appointment 
right away. 

If the April ‘slot’ is missed, it 
may not be possible for engineers 
to make the upgrades until June, 
with probable interruption of 
broadband service for customers 
who miss the April appointment. 

Gaelic exhibition visits
IN April-May 2011 a touring 
exhibition will visit Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle, Bowmore. 
Twenty artworks from An 
Leabhar Mòr, The Great Book of 
Gaelic will be on display from 
April 1.

place, attended by one of the 
project’s key contributors, 

Aonghas ‘Dubh’ MhicNeacaill, 
with local musicians and singers. 

The centre hosted some of the 
Leabhar Mòr’s 100 specially 
commissioned artworks. in July 

displayed as part of a dispersed 
showing of the exhibition 
across eight island locations 
simultaneously. 

The previous Islay showing 
attracted hundreds of visitors 
and provided an added attraction 
to the centre’s students attending 
week-long courses in Gaelic and 
traditional music. 

Records of Marriages in St 
John’s Church, Port Ellen 

ST John’s Church, in Port Ellen, 
is working to bring its record of 
marriages up to date. The session 
clerk would be grateful for dates 
of marriages which have taken 
place in St John’s since 1990. 
If you can help, please contact 
Dorothy Dennis, Session Clerk, 
5 Imeravale, Port Ellen. Tel 
302440.  

Any village pumps? 
THE Museum of Islay Life is 
hoping to locate an example of 
the old cast-iron water pumps 
that used to stand along the 
streets of Islay villages. 

The pumps were manufactured 

Kilmarnock, and were in use 
throughout Scotland at one time. 
Many residents will recall that 
when the large handle on the 
side was turned, water spouted 
out from the lion’s mouth on the 
front.

There had been a ‘lion pump’ 

Bowmore, and other pumps 
will have been in Bowmore and 
Islay’s other villages. 

The pumps were removed by 
the council many years ago, but 
might there may still be one 
lying forgotten in some corner 
of Islay. 

If you have any information, 
please contact the Museum on 
01496 850358.

COLL
PUPILS of Arinagour Primary 
School celebrated receiving their 

Great Green Party. 
The Green Flag marks 

the school’s environmental 
credentials and the children 
celebrated in appropriate 
fashion, by wearing green and 
playing  green games before 
settling down to enjoy green 
jelly and sweeties. 

ARDUAINE
SPRING has sprung a month 
earlier that usual in the gardens 
of Argyll.

Despite a long harsh winter, 
temperatures are already topping 
11 and 12 degrees celcius in 
mid-March.

The unusual variances in 
weather temperature seem 
to be forcing plants such as 
Rhododendron and Magnolia 
into life a month earlier than last 
year.

Maurice Watkins, head 
gardener at Arduaine Garden, 
noting that the garden is 
already in full swing, held 
an accommodation providers 
orientation day showing off 
the potential of the garden to 
welcome visitors and groups.

Maurice said: ‘I am hoping that 
people will come and visit the 
garden to see this rather unusual 
early start to the season. 

‘We have had some new maps 
made and there are children’s 
activity sheets and new self-led 
guided walks around the garden.’

Arduaine Garden is already in 
full bloom – a month earlier 
than last year. 16_t13arduaine2

ISLE OF SEIL

ISLE of Seil Golf Club started 

with The Rab Marshall Pairs 
Trophy, sponsored by the 
birthday boy himself, Rab 
Marshall. 

Twenty members including 
two country members from 
Duntocher, Clydebank and 
Howwood, West Renfrewshire 
attended the event.

The competition was held over 
nine holes on the scenic course 
with prizes for longest drive on 
the 3rd. Winners were men -  P 
McKenzie, Ladies - D Campbell 
and nearest the pin at the 4th (I 
Galloway) and 8th (I Wyllie.)

The event was played with 
Rab’s consent as a two ball better 
ball stableford and was won 
by Gordon ‘Chimney Sweep’ 
McColl and Ian ‘The Mexican’ 
Wyllie by 21 pts, In joint second 
place were John Blackstock and 
Kyle Gilroy who scored 20 pts 
and four ties for 3rd who scored 
19 points, G Adam and J Wyllie, 
D Campbell and A MacKintosh, 
M McDougall and L Mudie, 

Phillips.
Rab would like to give thanks 

to all that participated and hope 
they will return again next year.

GLENBORRODALE
A FUNDRAISING night in 
Glenborrodale raised about 
£1,600 for the Kilchoan playpark 
fund recently.

Campaigners in West 
Ardnamurchan have been raising 
money for the playpark for over 
a year, and the total so far stands 
at nearly £40,000.

About 50 people attended a 
special dinner in the hotel, with 
tickets costing £20 per head. 

The hosts didn’t charge for the 
event and staff working did not 
take any wages. 

was held and donated items such 
as pottery, milk jugs and egg 
pots were auctioned off. A jar of 
rare honey was sold for £35.

West Ardnamurchan 
Community Council chair Rosie 
Curtis called it ‘a very successful 
night’.

RAASAY
LAST MINUTE efforts appear 
to have been made to use up 
Highland Council’s road budget 

year ended.
The Glen road, which took a 

severe hammering from logging 
tractors and trailers last year has 
been largely retarred. 

Tar lorries were ferried to 
and fro between the island and 
Sconser last week in an effort to 
get the work done in time.

LOCHCARRON

producers’ market of the year 
will be held in Lochcarron 
Village Hall on April 22 from 
11am to 3pm. 

The markets, staged at regular 
intervals through the year, 
include local craft and produce 
stalls, spinning demonstrations 

rapidly gained in popularity in 
recent times.

Email your 
local news to

editor@
obantimes.co.uk

GUIDES have enjoyed a very busy term. It started in January 
when they held a Whist Drive to raise funds for their trip in 
March. Many of the guides had never played whist before so it 
was quite a challenge.

Their next fundraiser was the Pet Show. Barbara Weir was 

animals - cats, guinea pigs, rabbits and lots of dogs.

for a fun weekend. On Saturday morning they went swimming 
at the Lagoon Leisure Centre and in the afternoon the guides 
joined in dance classes at the Right 2 Dance Studio where they 
learned some Street Dance. After dinner it was off to the SSEC 
for the musical production of Mamma Mia; the guides were very 
surprised when four Abba lookalikes joined in the fun.

It was a great evening and we all joined in with all the songs. 
On Sunday we had time for some shopping before heading home 
exhausted on the 4pm ferry. 

To end a busy term the guides took part in the Drama Festival. 
The play this year was Pandora’s Box.

 A big thank you to Gill Govan who directed the play and Andi 
Stevens who helped with the dance routines. The guides looked 
stunning in their costumes designed by guider Vanessa MacLean 
and hair and make-up by guides Charlotte Peacock and Katie 
MacFarlane and young leader Shannon MacLean.

MULL GUIDES gave a great performance at the drama festival 
and have all earned their performing arts badge.

They are now all looking forward to the Easter break and 
Guides will start back on Monday May 9, at 6.30pm, in the Scout 
Hall, Tobermory, for girls aged 10 years and over.

Guiders Lynne MacLeod and Vanessa MacLean would like to 
thank everyone who has supported our fundraising events and 
help them with various activities during the term.

MULL and Iona Chamber of Commerce is hosting a Hustings 
evening for the forthcoming Holyrood election.  

SNP, Lib Dem and Greens has been given. Candidates will be 
there to answer questions about party policies and what they 
would do for us, if elected.  Broadcaster, Lesley Riddoch, will 
chair the evening. 

The event will be at Craignure Hall on Thursday, April 21, 
with doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.  Tea and cakes will be 
available before the meeting. 

A silver collection for the Japanese tsunami and New Zealand 
disaster relief fund’s will be taken.

ISLANDERS are doing it for themselves when it comes to 
potholes on the Ross of Mull.

Ardturn residents who have more pot holes than they do sheep 
or residents got the ball rolling when they asked the council to 

Other settlements followed suit with residents at Kintra and 
Assapol also using gravel provided by the council.

Already they have used more than 20 tonnes and are hoping 
for a discount on their Council Tax for doing the work for the 
authority.

PUPILS of Iona Primary School held  a coffee morning on 
Thursday, March 31, to raise money for the Save the Children 
Japanese fund. 

Children were able to show everyone the work they had done on 

They investigated the history of chocolate and made lots of 
chocolate buns for the coffee morning. The sum of £103.07 was 
raised and after everyone had left all the children including the 

MUSICIAN James Grant will be playing a live gig at An Tobar, 
Tobermory.

The front man of Love and Money who had chart hits including 
All You Need is Love, Strange Kind of Love and Littedeath will 
play the gig on April 12.

Flowers. 
It features a range of styles, from soul music and radio-friendly 

rock which sit comfortably alongside big Bond-style ballads and 
contemporary folk classics. 

James will perform with Fraser Spiers who has played with 
Muddy Waters and Eddi Reader and has recently toured with 
Paolo Nutini.

For more information on the event, contact An Tobar on 01688 
302211
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DOWN YOUR WAY

This week - Craignish

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY visits Barra
with reporter Steven Flanagan.
You can contact him at  01631 568000 or email:        
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk.

1st Fort Augustus Guides and Brownies celebrated the end of their centenary year with the unveiling of their plaque and birdbath. 
The event coincided with the retirement of the Church of Scotland minister Rev and Mrs Varwell who are due to retire this month and 
move to Drumnadrochit. They were presented with a girlguiding vase, card and flowers by guiders, guides and brownies as a token of 

their appreciation for all that they have done for girlguiding in the community in the last 10 years.

Guides and brownies conclude centenary yearPLOCKTON
THREE coffee mornings at the Plockton 
Inn on successive Saturdays have raised 
hundreds of pounds for computers for 
Africa, Plockton High School children’s trip 
to Poland and for New Zealand’s earthquake 
disaster fund.

Plockton Primary School also held a coffee 
morning in the school and raised £341 for 
new playground equipment, while a race 
night in Plockton recently raised £1,200 for 
prostate cancer research.

Meawhile, the National Trust for Scotland 
is converting two garages at Plockton car 
park into a new visitor centre. It will be 
open at Easter, although it will be largely 
unstaffed. 

Features include a range of interpretation 
panels, developed in conjunction with 
Plockton High School and Plockton 
Historical Society, a notice board and a range 

The trust will use half the space, with the 
other half being used by the association to 
display old photograghs and artefacts from 
the area. 

The trust also hopes to include a new 
weekly tour of Plockton village throughout 
the summer.

Historical Society
PLOCKTON Historical Society held a 
talk in Plockton Hall on March 24.

The speaker was Bill Ramsay from Kyle, 
who gave a very interesting talk to some 
40 people about the HMS Port Napier, the 
minelayer which blew-up off Kyle in 1940. 
Robert Kennedy introduced and thanked 
him.

A win at last!
RUGBY supporters from Plockton who have 
travelled to Scotland matches for the past 
nine years and failed to see the team win had 
a reunion in the Plockton Inn on Saturday, 
March 19. 

The boys watched all three matches on TV 
and were delighted to see Scotland beating 
Italy.

Sea kayak venture
ALISON French, from Drumbuie, held a 
cheese and wine reception in the Plockton 
Hotel on March 24 to tell people about her 
new small business. 

It is called Sea Kayak Plockton and 
is offering sea kayaking for all levels, 
mainly from Plockton but also from other 
locations in the surrounding area. 

instuctor. 
She will also include women only sea 

kayak days.
Special visitor

RALPH Riach, who was one of the main 
actors in Hamish Macbeth, visited Plockton 
for a few days.

Prize winners
TWO Lochcarron Primary School pupils 
helped their school win top prize at the 
recent Plockton and District Horticultural 
and Arts and Crafts Society annual spring 
bulb and baking show.

The event also included the Marion 
Gillies Love memorial prize for art for 
primary schools, which saw 140 entries 
from seven local schools.  

Winner was Lochcarron Primary 
School, who took away a £150 cash prize 
to promote artwork. 

Rhiannon Docherty (Kyle), Arran 
Thomas Morrison (Kyleakin), Kirsty 
(Glenelg) and Joanna Shillaken and Beth 
Murphy (both Lochcaron) all received 
merit awards. Best individual entry was 
Hannah Macdairmid from Auchtertyre 
Primary School.

Small boat club
A RECENT meeting of Plockton Small Boat 
Sailing Club decided to hold centreboard 
races on Sunday. 

Only two of the 16 members present voted 
against the proposal - a change from last 
year, when a survey sent to 75 members 
of the club resulted in 52 per cent voting 
against races on Sunday and only 29 per cent 
in favour.

Charlie M MacRae, one of the club’s oldest 

PORT ELLEN

LAPHROAIG Distillery is a 
case in point of how the Scotch 
whisky industry has taken off in 
the past 10 years.

The industry last week 
reported a 10 per cent rise 
last year in the drink’s export 
value, leading to a record year 
for international sales. Global 
shipments were worth £3.45 
billion last year and 1.06 billion 
bottles of whisky were sold 
overseas – 60 per cent up since 
2000.

John Campbell, manager 
of Laphroaig Distillery, said: 
‘We don’t have the stock 
laid down to meet all of the 
international demands but in 

doubled the volume of whisky 
we’re maturing, with a view to 
increasing production.

FORT WILLIAM
FORT WILLIAM Community 
Council held its March meeting 
in the Nevis Centre with nine 
members and Councillor Bren 
Gormley present.

Abridged minutes: 
Secretary Trisha Jordan 

advised she is awaiting a 
response from Dot Ferguson, HC 
Lochaber Area Wards Manager, 
and Mike Leary, HC Community 
Works Manager, regarding a 
solution to the number of 
unauthorised vehicles using the 
Parade as a parking area and a 
short cut to the High Street and 
the erosion of the gardens and 
leisure space.

Vice chair Neil Clark went 
through the planning applica-
tions. A number of ‘domestic’ 
applications were discussed. No 
objections. Noted that the Fort 

William Christian Fellowship 
has applied for change of use 
to a ‘Drop in Centre’ for the 
‘Old School’ previous Lochaber 

Fassifern Road. 
An email was received from 

CWP – James Harbison & Co. 
regarding their plans for a su-
permarket at An Aird, advising: 
‘Our plans are very much alive 
although our intended round 
of initial consultations were 
unavoidably postponed before 
Christmas due to the exceptional 
winter weather. 

‘Also during December, 
Millers had their outline plans 
for Blar Mhor consented by the 
HC and we have been modifying 
our plans in light of this position. 
I shall update you further on our 
plans when I am able to and will 
be in touch to arrange an initial 
meeting to brief you on our 
proposals.’

The chair asked what is 
happening with the Grand Hotel 
site. Councillor Gormley advised 
that he would make enquiries as 
to what the situation is.

The secretary was asked to 
make enquiries as to whether or 
not there was support from other 
local organisations to carry a 
Model T Ford to the summit of 
the Ben as FWCC members were 
keen to support the commemora-
tion day.

With the support of all parties 
involved, No Fuss Events will 
co-ordinate the carry of a 
specially prepared car to the top 
of the Ben on Wednesday May 
18 to be assembled and disas-
sembled on the same day. There 
is a cost involved and enquiries 
are being made to try and cover 
the full cost of the event through 
corporate car-dealer sponsorship. 

However, if this does not work 
out, sponsorship will be required 
through smaller company spon-
sorships and personal donations. 
FWCC members were asked if 
they would agree to sponsorship 
if this was necessary. Sponsor-
ship was agreed in principle 
to be discussed further after T 
Jordan reports back from the 
next meeting of the group and 

A letter was recived from L 
Maclean asking for our support 
in objecting to further develop-
ment of Mussel Farms on Loch 
Linnhe. 

The secretary advised that the 
chair had also been contacted 
by Fergie MacLean Camus na 
Ghael advising of the same issue. 
N Clark and T Jordan will check 
this further under planning  

The meeting was advised that 
the FWCC notice board is now 
in desperate need of repair. One 
bolt missing and the backing on 
each side needs replacing.

The secretary will make the 
appropriate arrangements for 
repair and upgrade work to 
be carried out. Next meeting: 
Tuesday, April 19.

KILCHRENAN

THE pupils of Kilchrenan 
Primary School used their 
maths skills to buy seeds, pots 
and compost within a given 
budget at Corachie Clematis 
Garden Centre. They researched 
vegetable varieties and chose the 
ones they could harvest in June 
for their Growing Soup project. 
They were also delighted with 

with their spare money.
Women’s World Day of Prayer

DALAVICH Church was 
the venue this year for the 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
which was for Chile which has 
suffered many disasters. 

There was a good turnout, 
with the congregation 
consisting of residents from 
Kilchrenan, Inverinan, Avich 
and Dalavich, and, of course, 
the minister, Robert Brookes 
from Taynuilt, who enjoyed 
taking a back seat. Anne 
Pascoe from Inverinan should 
be commended for organising 
the occasion as should the 
ladies of the parishes for 
their excellent buffet supper 
afterwards.

RSPB Presentation
THE Kilchrenan branch of 
the SWRI was the host to a 
presentation by Debby Thorne 

of the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds. 

Debby travelled from Mull in 
very inclement weather to talk 
to the group and members of 
the public on ‘Birds of Prey’, 
beginning with the ever popular 
white-tailed eagles featured in 
‘Springwatch’ to the smaller 

showed were very enlightening 
and entertaining, as was the 
life-sized model of a golden 
eagle and buzzard. Debby said 
that she was very keen to return 
to Mull as chicks were soon to be 
hatched and she was part of the 
protection unit. Unfortunately, 
she did not arrive back in Mull 
until later the next day, due to 
weather conditions and the ferry 
being cancelled.

Linda Norgrove Foundation
SOFIE Corns, the sister of the 
British aid worker who was 
kidnapped in Afghanistan 
and subsequently killed by 
American Special Forces in a 
rescue attempt last October, 
lives with her husband and two 
boys in Kilchrenan.

started a charitable foundation 
in Linda’s name to continue 
the work that she was doing; 
aimed particularly at helping 
women and children af-
fected by the ongoing war and 
poverty in what is considered 
to be the third poorest country 
in the world.

and auction in Kilchrenan vil-
lage hall to be held sometime 
in May. 

She is asking for donations 
for the auction which could 
include anything from 

dog walking or anything which 
would be worthwhile auction-
ing. So far she has received 
more than 20 donations from 
local businesses, ranging from 

stay at a holiday house on the 
Isle of Lewis.

For anyone who would like to 
donate please telephone 01866 

yahoo.com

members, said he was ‘very 
disappointed’ with the decision 
changing a long tradition of the 
77 year-old club.

‘I, like many others, felt it 
should have been a decision for 
the AGM,’ he said. Commodore 
this year is Bob Rowe.

CRAIGNISH Primary School has enjoyed 
a fantastic term.

Head teacher, Anne Wilson, writes: ‘It 
has been a fantastic term at school with the 
children achieving widely in many areas 
both in and out of school.  

‘They recently took part in the Mid 
Argyll Music Festival entering singing, 
poetry and instrumental classes and 
achieved notable successes throughout.  
This festival really provides a fantastic 
opportunity for the children to showcase 
their talents, entertain an audience, ‘raise 
their game’ and generally boost their own 

and fun when they raised an amazing £22 
for Comic Relief by icing and decorating a 
selection of buns and biscuits and selling 
these to their families. 

‘The whole community is busy cleaning 
up the local coastline and an excellent 
clean up day was held at Craobh Haven 
on March 20 with lots of families and 
friends pitching in to help. The Lord of the 
Isles put on a great spread for everyone 
afterwards.

‘In this, the school’s 150th year, the 
children are well underway with their big 
local studies project. This is providing 
many excellent opportunities for cross 
curricular working. The children have 
been making maps of the village, visiting 
the church and the Old Chapel, working 
with experts from Kilmartin Museum and 
using lots of old documents and school log 
books from the archives in Lochgilphead. 

out about the past and, following on from 
a very successful coffee morning in the 
village hall, the P5-7 children are currently 
working as an enterprise company to plan 
and run an open afternoon for some of the 
older members of the community to come 
in to school to reminisce.

‘The children will all begin making a 
commemorative banner later this month, 

area as part of their 150th celebrations.  
They also hope to bury a time capsule in 
the school grounds later in the term. 

‘On June 24, 25 and 26 the school is 
organising a Homecoming Weekend 
event for anyone with past and present 
connections with the school. 

There will be a concert on the afternoon 
of June 24 in the village hall, a ceilidh on 
the evening of June 25 and a service of 
thanksgiving in Craignish Parish Church 
at 10.15am on the Sunday.  

‘We hope people will ‘come home’ 
from all over the country for this exciting 
gathering.’

If you would like further information 
or have any connections with the 
school/memories, photographs and other 
ephemera which you would be happy to 
share with the school children, they would 
love to hear from you.  Email enquiries@
craignish.argyll-bute.sch.uk or telephone 
01852 500652.

Check out the school’s web site at www.
craignish.argyll-bute.sch.uk

PUPILS from Craignish Priamry School came away with many merits from the Mid Argyll 
Festival. 16_t14craigpic1

CRAIGNISH will host its popular Arts 
Festival this year. 

The festival is a celebration of art in all 
its forms and it promises something for 
every member of the family.

With everything from exhibitions, music 
and drama to themed walks, workshops, 
sailing and storytelling, all interspersed 
with a scattering of Vikings, scarecrows 
and pirates, for two weeks between July 
24 and August 7, the community and 
businesses of Craignish are working 

together to put on the event for both locals 
and visitors.

In addition to exhibitions of the work of 
local artists at various venues, there will 
be drama, music, workshops, sports and 
producers markets, with lots of vikings, 
pirates and scarecrows thrown in. 

The event is being headed up by 
Craignish Community Company. 
Anyone requiring further 
information should contact jan@
craignishcommunitycompany.org.uk

SHOOGLENIFTY will be in Craignish 
as part of its Shoogle Project with dance 
company Plan B.

The performance is intended to be an 
explosive, toe-tapping, foot stomping 
night out. Featuring highly infectious and 
energetic live music, the evening brings 
together the two dynamic forces of Plan B 
and Shooglenifty in a meeting of music, 

dance, performance and a joint passion for 
really getting people moving.

Part gig, part show, part ceilidh, the 
project will reinvent the meaning of a good 
night through this high-octane blend of 
the Shoogle’s music and Plan B’s unique 
choreographic style.

Call 01852 500746 for further 
information. 

gave a report on an outbreak of 
Phytophthora Ramorum in Craignish at the 
most recent community council meeting. 

Dr Stephen Murphy from the Forestry 
Commission gave a presentation on the 
disease found at a forest on the Lunga 

in November 2010 and felling of diseased 
trees took place before the end of February, 
as it had to be completed before the new 
growth takes place in the spring. 

Timber lorries taking the wood to the 
approved processing plant in Troon were 
not pass through Ardfern. 

Mr Murphy stressed that walkers should 
keep to the track and keep their dogs 
on leads and no-one should remove any 

the infected site. 
He also encouraged everyone to continue 

with the removal of rhododendron 
ponticum which is the initial host of the 
disease. 

There was concern that the infected 
wood would be transported on open lorries 
which risked spreading the disease, and 
also that the bio-security message had not 
been communicated to the community 
earlier.

A FEASIBILITY study for a housing 
project in Ardfern will revealed at a 
community meeting later on this month.

Paul Barham, of John Gilbert Architects, 

building affordable housing in the centre of 
the village.

The project for housing has been ongoing 
for a number of years. It is hoped that the 

building of housing would offer young 
families affordable houses in the village, as 
there is currently a shortage of properties 
for people to buy.

The presentation will be given after the 
annual general meeting of the Craignish 
Community Company (C3) in Craignish 
Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 
April 27.

CHILDREN from Craignish Primary School made a trip to Lochgilphead Swimming Pool 
to celebrate its 15th birthday - and one of the pupils’ birthdays as well.

Staff at the pool gave the children goody bags and party hats. The youngsters were 
sharing a treat at the end of this term’s ‘Secret Student’ initiative, which has been done 

to raise standards in behaviour. 
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review
CD

Alasdair Fraser and Natalie Haas - Highlander’s Farewell

Alasdair Fraser and dynamic cellist Natalie Haas - 
highly accomplished playing.
Alasdair Fraser is recognised as one of Scotland’s 

-
ful cellist Natalie Haas. Their debut album together - 

recording In The Moment.
-

Highland Heartbeat (with Fiona Kennedy) - Belonging

coast to coast in the US on PBS.

McGoldrick, Fletcher and Dinan - Future Trad Collective

-

-

truly unique. 
-

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 7th April
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Every Thursday > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm-11pm
Every Thursday > Club Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am
Every Saturday > Club Night with DJs
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am

THE Puppet Animation Festival came to 
Oban’s Corran Halls on Saturday, with 
puppeteer David Stewart enthralling 

kids with the tale of Oscar and the 
Highland Castle. David’s Mousetail 

Puppets show used fluorescent paint 
to bring the characters to life, an effect 

that seemed to go down will with 
the good-natured audience. David is 

pictured with main characters Oscar the 
mouse, Nessie and Incy Wincy Spider 
ahead of Saturday’s show. 15_t14puppet1

Pictured with their trophies are, from left: Julie Weir of Appin Drama Club, Ian Craig from Dalmally and Lochawe Drama Society B, Grace 
MacLeod from Strath of Appin Primary School, Fiona Thomson from Appin Youth Drama Club, Catrina MacKenzie from the Comical 

Carers and Stuart MacCorquodale, from Appin Drama Club.  15_t14appindr2

Oscar, 
Nessie and 
Incy Wincy 
delight 
young fans

Six of the best for Appin 
at North Lorn festival
ECHOES of laughter are still ringing 
from Appin after a distinctly comedy-

was hailed a tremendous success. 

deciding the winners of each category, but 
the home teams dominated the awards, 

adult title, but the Special Moment in 
Comedy Award.

Fisherman’s Wife, with Strath of Appin 

Joe.
Appin’s Comical Carers won the Special 

who unusually scooped the Adjudicator’s 
Award all to himself for his performance 
as Vincent in Fidelity Farce.

-

that couldn’t do it as well as you.’

Award.

Rangers set out 

Tuesday.

-
garry, the landslip areas of the Quiraing 
and Storr on the Trotternish Ridge. 

The trail passes through Braes, in 1882 
the scene of a battle between local crofters 
protesting at the loss of their traditional 

From Sligachan the journey passes 
through John Muir Trust lands, beneath 
the Cuillin to Kilmarie and from Elgol to 

Suisnish and Boreraig to Kilchrist, and 

Two new sections of the route add an-

Broadford to Kylerhea and then from the 
-

-

BROTHERS Finlay, 10, and 
Cameron Bennet, 13, were the 
star attractions at the An Comann 

just won an award. 
The dynamic duo were instru-

mental in setting the tone for the 

proceedings with a rousing per-
formance on the bagpipes.

Finlay followed that up with a 

chanter section of the Highlands 

Finlay, left, is pictured with brother Cameron before Saturday’s 
ceilidh.  15_t14ceilidh1

Brothers hit right note
at An Comann ceilidh

Top trio’s Argyll tour

The Scottish Reed Trio in Oban’s St John’s Cathedral. 15_t13trio01

performances by the acclaimed 
Scottish Reed Trio. 

The trio, East Kilbride’s Heath-

Catherine Earnshaw (oboe) and 

(clarinet) entertained audiences 

Ardrishaig, Campbeltown and 
Oban. All three women are 
former students of the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music and 

Argyll and Bute was featured 

-

and Oban.

has strong family connections 
with Argyll, in particular with 

standing stones of mystical 

of 18th century life in a 

fascinating insight into the role 
of slate in Scotland’s industrial 

cultural treats being planned by 
museums in Argyll and Bute to 

Museums.

are being staged to celebrate 

At the Auchindrain Museum, 

daily life within an 18th century 

spinning demonstrations and 

part of the fun.  
The Kilmartin House Museum 

is the setting for Sounding the 

stones and led by international 
musician and storyteller Bob 

history as through music and 

their own instruments.   
And for those interested in 

Heritage Trust in Ellenabeich on 

your interests - period fashion, 
science, food, Jacobean history 

encourages museums and 

together, not only to celebrate 

history, but to demonstrate that 

year-round.’

forward to offering locals and 

entertainment that promises to 
both delight and inspire young 
and old.’ 

Other museums and galleries 

(left) -
tertain youngsters at this year’s 

-

lasted for 10 hours from Friday 

Hope 2 Oban (H2O), the Oban-

-

from Oban High School. The 
fundraiser was also supported 

Oban High School, the SSC (a 
club for the youth of Scotland) 

Organiser Ewen, who has been 

sporting an unusual hairstyle of 

dance and body-pump, gym 
challenges, craft capers, a big-
screen cinema, console games 

City of Atlantis’, S1 pupils were 

for the number of circuits of the 
new soft play structure, with 

For further details of H2O, log 

Ewen’s close shave at annual Atlantis lock-in

historical re-enactment group 
is to open a thatched Highland 
cottage – the latest addition to 
The Highland Council’s award 

The cottage, which has been 
recreated using a photograph 

12.30pm by Elliot MacFarlane, 

troupe MacFarlanes Company 

interpretation of the rich history 
and culture of Scotland and 

America.

US guest to open 
thatched cottage

Host of events 
lined up for 
museums weekend

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

GYPSY
enough for young children. Is spayed.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Registered charity SD 012311

Oban Community 
Sensory Garden

community to come and join us 

Planting day 
Saturday April 9th 2011

Everyone sure of a 
warm welcome

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

COFFEE
MORNING

Masonic Hall, Oban
Saturday, 9th  April, 2011

  Admission -  £ 2
at the door

The Shoogle Project 

Shooglenifty
& Plan B

Sunday 10th April, 7.30pm

01852 500746
Online www.thebooth.co.uk

Café In the School

Highlands & Islands Music 
& Dance Festival

Tickets now on sale for:
Accordion & Fiddle Masters

Scottish Area Finals

Soup & 
Pudding Lunch

Saturday 16th April

Doric Quartet 
& Kathryn Stott (piano)
7.30pm Wednesday 4 May 2011

Karen Matheson 
& guests

7.30pm Wednesday 18 May 2011

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 13th April

Guest Artistes

Supporting players 
most welcome

CASHMERE

BE EARLY TO SEE OUR 
VAST SELECTION

SALE ON
Friday 8th and Saturday 9th April

At
31 AIRDS CRESCENT, OBAN
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Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
Across
7 Curved beak flier (6)
8 Energised (6)
9 Information unit (4)
10 Choke (8)
11 American car, Sally's? (7)
13 Actuality (5)
15 Out of bed (5)
17 Stays behind (7)
20 Maker of falsies! (8)
21 Muslim leader (4)
23 Recommend (6)
24 Cut out (6)

Down
1 Decision makers (4)
2 Patron (6)
3 Bi-coloured (3-4)
4 Speak without thought (5)
5 Image for one on computer (6)
6 Ancient language from before 100 bc

(3,5)
12 Wobbly (8)
14 Checking place (4,3)
16 Emphatise written words (6)
18 Each (6)
19 Uncertain (5)
22 Domed recess in a church (4)

C
1

S
2

T
3

I
4

D
5

P
6

B
7

U R E A U N
8

O U G A T

B L N T C R

B
9

E E F E
10

L E C T I O N

C F R L X

O
11

B
12

L O Q U Y B
13

E R Y L

A N L T
14

S S

P
15

R E S S S
16

A T S U M A

B C B
17

C G

H
18

A B I T A N T L
19

I E
20

F

R O S I A M

M
21

I N U E T L
22

E N T I L

C S E E D T

15 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, April 4, 1996

Curtain falls on old Argyll   
and Bute District Council
THE last meeting of Argyll and Bute District 
Council was not without a little humour and 
controversy.

All 26 councillors made it to the historic 

the district council 21 years ago.
One councillor, who isn’t a member of the new 

council, was determined to go out with a bang, 
asking for the suspension of standing orders.

East Rothesay Councillor James McMillan 
wanted his voice on record, dissenting to Rothesay 
being among those towns applying for bye-laws to 
ban drinking in public places. Unfortunately, he 
lost the vote to suspend the orders.

And then it was down to chairman, George 
McMillan, performing one of his last duties as 
head of the council to give the valediction.

‘If I have offended any one of you during my 

have always had the best interests of the council 
and the reputation of Argyll and Bute at heart,’ he 
told fellow councillors.

Mr McMillan was thanked on behalf of the 
employees by retiring chief executive Michael 
Gossip.

Islanders abusing use of 
complimentary trailer
CALEDONIAN MacBrayne has threatened to 
withdraw a complimentary luggage trailer on the 
Oban to Mull ferry if islanders do not stop abusing 
the service.

The trailer was introduced a number of years 
ago to help travellers convey their shopping and 
luggage to the island but CalMac say it is now 
being misued by some islanders.

Several Mull shopkeepers have complained to 
CalMac that islanders are ordering box loads of 
groceries and other goods from Oban, which are 
then being delivered free of charge via the trailer 
and picked up at Craignure.

Mull hotelier, Sue Fink, former tourist board 
representative on the Shipping Advisory 

problem with islanders abusing the system.
‘The ervice is a goodwill gesture from CalMac 

but some people are using it to gain unfair 
advantage over other traders.’

Olive Brown, of Archibald Brown and Sons in 
Tobermory, said: ‘It is just a few people on the 
island who are abusing the system and we are 
asking them to play by the rules.’ 

Some hauliers have also complained.

Health chiefs play down 
Western Isles cancer scare
HEALTH chiefs in the Western Isles have played 
down fears over a possible link with a cancer 
cluster and radioactive fall-out from the Chernobyl 
disaster in 1986.

‘At this moment in time, there’s certainly no 
evidence at all to suggest that people in the 
Western Isles are at risk from cancers caused by 
radiation,’ said Bruce Skilbeck, chief executive of 
the Western Isles Health Board.

Doctors at the Griminish practice, which covers 
Benbecula and South Uist, are concerned at the 
high number of cancer cases amongst patients.

Over the last 18 months, there have been 19 cases 
when they would have expected an average of six, 

Dr Francis Tierney has been working along 
with his partner Dr Andrew Senior, looking at the 
possible causes of the cancer, following concerns 
from islanders.

‘The people have been frightened for some time,’ 
said Dr Tierney.

‘This is a tight knit community and everybody 
knows those who have cancer. Everyone is asking 
why there is so much cancer.’

@ Lock 16 Crinan Hotel

Families welcome.
Lunches 12 - 2.30pm daily

Dinner 6 - 8.30pm daily
The Art Gallery with Rooms 

www.crinanhotel.com
Telephone 01546 830261

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 40,212* readers 
could be reading your advert. 
Audit period Jan 2009 - Dec 2009
*JICREG data as at 01/01/2011

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Danger road scare 
for provost’s family

EXCLUSIVE
by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Scottish champions: Chris, left, and James proudly show off  the gold medals they won at Coatbridge.
10_f14box01

THE NOTORIOUS stretch of the 
A830 Road to the Isles that cost 
two local teenagers their lives last 
September has almost claimed 
two more victims– the wife and 
daughter of Lochaber provost 
Allan Henderson.

Sandra Henderson was driving 
to Mallaig from Fort William 
with daughter Ashley Anna in 
the passenger seat last Thursday 
afternoon when her car went into 
a skid at Arienaskill between 

around 2.50pm.
Mrs Henderson, who runs The 

Gantocks guesthouse in Fort 
William, managed to keep the car 
under control and slowed down to 
35mph.

But closer to Lochailort Mrs 
Henderson’s car again hit a 
greasy spot – and this time spun 
right round and ended up facing 
back towards Fort William in the 
opposite carriageway.

Both incidents occurred within 

two miles of each other either 
side of Rannachan bend, where 
friends Kirsty Bryden and Roddy 
MacInnes drowned after their car 
spun off the treacherous road into 
Loch Eilt on September 29.

A shaken Mrs Henderson 
phoned her husband to tell 
him what had happened, then 
contacted police and Transport 
Scotland to inform them about 
the dangerous condition of the 
road.

She told The Oban Times: ‘The 

corners before where the fatal 
crash was then two miles further 
on it happened again. 

‘It was really frightening. We 
were only crawling – it was like it 
happened in slow motion. 

‘We were very lucky there was 
nothing coming the other way.

‘I contacted the authorities as I 
was supposed to, but I really feel 
something must be done about it. 
If we had been going the other 
way we could have ended up in 
the water.’

She added: ‘So many of the 
locals are complaining about 
how unsafe the road is. Nobody 
knows what is causing it, but 
there are rumours that lorries 
coming through from Mallaig 
are the problem.’

an incident had been reported to 
them about suspected diesel on 
the road surface being a hazard. 

attended and patrolled from 

the condition of the road. No 
evidence of a diesel spillage was 
found. Scotland Transerv also 
attended.’

Transport Scotland erected 
a crash barrier at Rannachan 
corner last month following a 

vociferous campaign for safety 
improvements led by Kirsty’s 
dad John and mum Jan.

Local people have long argued 
more must be done to ensure 
HGVs using the road do not leak 
diesel or hydraulic oil on to the 
road surface.

A Transport Scotland spokes-
woman said: ‘We have been 
made aware of this incident.  

‘Any personal injuries reported 
by the police are recorded on our 
accident database and regularly 
reviewed in line with our com-
mitment to ensure the safety of 
the trunk road network.

‘We are also currently in-
vestigating other incidents on 

Lochailort, reported to us by the 
police.’ 

Ashley Anna, now of Mel-
bourne, Australia, is home in 
Lochaber to get married. She ties 
the knot with Pete Whitehead, of 
Hereford, England, next Friday.

Poonam Surie, High Commisioner to the UK Nalin Surie, Provost of Lochaber Allan Henderson and 
Consul General to Scotland Anil Annand outside the new Pine Marten Café at Nevis Range on Friday.

10_f14consul01

Warm welcome for Indian High Commissioner
DRIVING rain did nothing to 
dampen international relations 
when Lochaber extended a warm 
welcome to the Indian High Com-
missioner to the United Kingdom 
on Friday.

His Excellency Nalin Surie, 
accompanied by his wife Poonam 
and Consul General to Scotland 
Anil Annand, dropped into Nevis 
Range as part of a whistlestop 
tour of the Highlands.

Provost of Lochaber, Allan 
Henderson, presented his guests 
with two bottles of limited edition 
25 year-old Ben Nevis whisky be-
fore the party viewed the almost 
completed Pine Marten Café at 
the resort.

Determined
For London-based Mr Surie, it 

was his second attempt at visiting 
the north of Scotland. ‘We had 
planned to come here in January, 
but it snowed too much,’ he told 
The Oban Times.

‘But we were determined to do 
it this time and I am very glad we 
have.

aber and the Highlands. 
‘I had not realised how big Loch 

Ness was or how beautiful the 
area is. 

‘I have travelled widely in 
Switzerland, and my impression 
is that Scotland is prettier. 

‘My wife and I hope to come 

back in June with our daughter.’
Councillor Henderson said: 

‘As Provost of Lochaber I am 
honoured that the High Com-

missioner chose Lochaber, The 
Outdoor Capital of the UK, as 
one of his stops during his short 
Scottish vacation.’

Young boxers who really pack a punch
AMATEUR boxing in Lochaber 
has hit the big time after two 

to Fort William on Sunday night 
as national champions.

Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Club 
youngsters Chris Bradley, aged 
14, and James Aitchison, 13, 

for 20 years when they boxed 

the Scottish championships at 
Coatbridge last weekend.

Scottish selectors have now 
picked both boys to box for their 
country at the British cham-
pionships in Manchester next 
weekend.

said Chris and James’ success 

sport locally.
He said: ‘Hopefully these 

results will encourage more 
people to come along to the 
club and join in training. We’ve 

already had six new boys along 
this week.

‘The high level of discipline 
you need in boxing tends to 
bring out the best in most people. 
We don’t just coach people to 
improve their boxing, we want to 
help them to live right as well.’

He added: ‘Success breeds suc-
cess, so hopefully this will also 
inspire some of the other boys at 
the club.’ See sports page for the 
full report.

Off ers received for 
Glencoe Hospital
OFFERS closed last Thursday 
for the former Glencoe Hospital, 
which NHS Highland advertised 
on the open market in January at 
offers over £450,000.

South Lochaber Community 
Company had been given 
preferred bidder status for a year 
after they lodged an interest but 
failed to raise any cash to buy the 
Victorian building. 

An NHS spokesperson told The 
Oban Times: ‘A number of offers 
have been received for the old 
Glencoe hospital, these will be 
considered and a decision will be 
made in due course.’

Runners line up for 
Lochaber marathon
THE ANNUAL Lochaber 
Marathon takes place this 
Sunday, with a number of prizes 
up for grabs for those taking 
part. The race begins at the 
Nevis Centre, with the 26.2mile 
route taking in some of the 
beautiful local landscape along 
Loch Eil. More than 60 prizes 
will be handed out at the prize 
giving at around 4pm.

Registration for the race will 
take place at the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday from 2.30pm-6pm and 
Sunday 8.30am-10.30am.

Winter Feast fi nale 
ready for the off 
THE FINAL Winter Feast 
duathlon event of the season will 
take place on Saturday morning 
at Nevis Range.

The ‘Big Puddin’, organised 
by No Fuss events, is the longest 
race of the series. It starts with a 
5km run followed by a gruelling 
22km cycle around Aonoch 
Mor and another 5km run to 

individuals and teams.
Registration for the event 

will get underway at 9am on 
Saturday at Nevis Range.

Chef’s US TV dates

Community council back in business
THE NEWLY reformed Kilmal-
lie Community Council (KCC) 
is up and running again – four 
years after it folded.

Members met in Kilmallie Hall 
to elect Gillian Clark as the new 
chairperson, Dawn Rigby as sec-

retary and Maggie MacKenzie 
as treasurer.

A committee was set up to 
organise a website and another 
to plan a relaunch of the Kilmal-
lie community newsletter. Mrs 

cal people are concerned about. 

issues in the village and we hope 
to keep on top of planning issues 
as they arise,’ she said. 

The next meeting is on May 4.

A SKYE chef is aiming to bring 
Scottish food to TV audiences 
across North America.

Michael Smith, head chef at 
The Three Chimneys restaurant 
in Colbost, will appear on a 
number of shows in the USA and 
Canada this week to showcase 
Scottish cuisine as part of 
‘Scotland Week’. 

Call for action over off shore development
HIGHLAND Council leader 
Michael Foxley is urging west 
Highland coastal communities to 
consider non-violent civil protest 
to claim their rightful share of lu-
crative offshore renewable energy 
developments.

Councillor Foxley is furious 
Crown Estate Commissioners have 
signed a private deal with Bristol-
based Marine Current Turbines to 
pursue a four-turbine tidal power 
scheme at Kyle Rhea, to the exclu-
sion, he claims, of local people.

The Fort William and Ardna-
murchan councillor has been a 
longstanding critic of what he 
regards as the Crown Estate’s 
unaccountability, and told Scottish 
select affairs committee MPs in 
Inverness last week things had to 
change.

Councillor Foxley has now writ-
ten to committee chairman Iain 
Davidson, condemning the Crown 
Estates Commissioners for having 
‘no local involvement, no local con-
sultation and no consultation with 
the planning authority…despite 
the proposed scheme having a very 

spectacularly beautiful coastline’.
He states: ‘The proposed scheme 

will be constructed close to local 
communities who have lived on 
and worked the land for genera-
tions. They see their shore waters 
as an extension of their land.

Reform
‘This is a prime example of why 

there is a pressing need for radical 
reform of the Crown Estate Com-
missioners to make the manage-
ment of the Crown Estate more ac-
countable to the local communities 
that are affected by its arbitrary 
decisions.’

He told The Oban Times: ‘I think 
our coastal communities should 
take direct action when faced with 
disgraceful exploitation such as 
this.

‘I and local councillor Charlie 
King took action to blockade the 
A830 at Morar in our 1990s cam-
paign for improvements – and this 
should be no different.

‘People living in coastal com-
munities need to make it clear they 
are very angry about how the use 
of their inshore waters is being 
decided without their involvement.

‘We are not talking about a North 

front of their homes on the seabed, 
which is an extension of their land. 
It is a bit like a colonial power 
and a developer getting together 
to impose their development on a 
third world country.’

A spokesperson for the Crown 
Estate said: ‘The Agreement for 
Lease with Marine Current Tur-
bines (MCT) of Kyle Rhea is the 

potential for the development of a 
tidal energy farm. 

Access
‘The agreement does not permit 

construction but instead provides 
MCT with exclusive access to the 
seabed to allow exploratory work 
to be undertaken prior to a formal 
consents and planning application 
being submitted to Marine Scot-
land and other relevant regulators. 

‘As the relevant elected author-
ity, the Scottish Government will 
undertake consultation prior to 

the development should proceed, 
ensuring democratic accountabil-
ity,’ he added.

Turbine protesters take to the streets
PROTESTERS from Seil and 
Kilmelford marched through 
to the streets of Edinburgh to 
campaign against wind turbines. 

The women also made sure a 
letter and petition were handed 
to Alex Salmond to raise the 
issue of a windfarm at Clachan 
Seil.

Christine Metcalfe from Loch 
Avich and Sarah Henderson of 
Clachan Seil representing said 
they were demonstrating to voice 
their concerns amongst others 
from all over Scotland.

Mrs Henderson said: ‘We are 
concerned about the amount of 
wind turbines being constructed 
throughout Argyll and Scotland 
with disregard to the impact 
that this has on our beautiful 
countryside and the effect this 
has on those that reside in and 
visit areas where wind turbines 
are in situ.’

A Scottish Government 
spokeswoman said: ‘While we 
value the contribution well-sited 
windfarms can make, the Scot-
tish Government is committed to 
protecting Scotland’s landscape 
and natural beauty and agree that 

windfarms should not be built 
without careful consideration 
of their potential impact on the 

environment before any decision 
is made on whether they should 
be given the go-ahead.’

Christine Metcalfe from Loch Avich, left, and Sarah Henderson 
representing PACT (People against Clachan Turbines) from Clachan 
Seil demonstrating to voice their concerns amongst others from all 

over Scotland, at the number of wind turbines being constructed 
throughout Argyll and Scotland. 
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Well don’t put up with it any longer. Reclaim your conservatory. 
A new and patent pending system has been developed which allows 
you to comfortably use your conservatory ALL YEAR ROUND!

FOR A FREE CONSULATION AND QUOTATION CALL US TODAY ON

Freephone 0808 1789358 or email us at info@roof-revive.co.uk 

REDUCES temperatures in summer by up to 80%

RETAINS a minimum of 90% heat in winter

DRAMATIC reduction in rain noise and glare

MINIMUM loss of light and disruption

Insurance backed guarantee

If you are serious about solving your conservatory temperature blues, 
then you have just discovered the only genuine solution on the
market today!

Another summer...
another boiling hot 
conservatory?

GOVERNMENT
THERMAL

INCENTIVE SCHEME

ONLY

5%VAT  www.roof-revive.co.uk Reclaim your conservatory

Delivering  the finest of Bute
Lamb & Beef  as well as
Ayrshire Pork weekly through-
out Argyll and Lochaber areas. 

-

LUXURY WEEKEND DINING
FOR TWO

2 X 250G BUTE BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKS

ACCOMPANIED BY A POUCH OF PEPPER SAUCE

2 X 250G STUFFED FREE RANGE  
CHICKEN BREASTS

OVEN READY STUFFED WITH MACQUEENS
SPECIAL HAGGIS & WRAPPED IN DRY CURED 

STREAKY BACON

500G TOPSIDE OF FINEST BUTE
BEEF ROASTING JOINT

OVEN READY BRUSHED WITH GRILL OIL AND 
FRESH GARLIC

LUXURY BREAKFAST PACK FOR 2
2 CHUNKY MACQUEENS CUMBERLAND

SAUSAGES
2 SLICES HAND PREPARED BLACK PUDDING 

4 SLICES THICK CUT FREE RANGE 
DRY-CURED BACK BACON
4 FREE RANGE BUTE EGGS

ALL FOR ONLY £35
* FREE DELIVERY 

THROUGHOUT ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Order before 25th April and 
receive 10% off your next order

Fresh 
Island 
meats 

Delivered to 
your door

www.
sc

ot
tis

h-i
sland-quality-m

eats.com

Macqueens of RothesayQuality Family Butcher
Est 1976

You can purchase 
our products online at
www.scottish-island-quality-meats.com

The SeaGen tidal turbine at Strangford Lough: four could be coming to Kyle Rhea off Skye

Tide turns in 
favour of 
seabed device
Developer secures 25-year 
lease from Crown Estate

REPORT
by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

THE FIRM bidding to develop 

Crown Estate.
Bristol-based Marine Current 

Turbines (MCT) will now press 

The 
Oban Times

25 years.

-

Government’s Low Carbon In-
novation Fund and marine energy 

a planning application to Marine 

initial surveys and impact assess-

-

carbon generation and greater 

-

The Oban Times understands 

-

national organisations includ-

Glenelg and Arnisdale Develop-

-

planning stage we will put some 
The 

Oban Times
-

MCT already operates its Sea-

Tidal energy 
can deliver new 
jobs and greater 
energy security.
Martin Wright 
MCT CEO

Police 
files
Smashed
A BATHROOM window 

Oil theft

Destroyed
in Inverroy Forest was 
taken down and destroyed 

is asked to contact Fort 
William Police Station 

Motorist crashed   
into parked car

penalty points.

witnesses.

due care and attention and 

competition.

during World War Two to draw 

Painting winners

insurance.

cars. 

and bruising and could not work 

Six months ban for 
‘unfit’ driver who 
caused collision

Partner handed 
over drugs to  
police after row

drugs.

been a lapse.

really are in a very precarious 

Pet alsatian 
to blame for   
‘stabbing’ incident
A MALLAIG stabbing victim 

William Grant told Fort 

William’s dog to become 
agitated. 

Stewart never meant to attack 

Show stopping 
£430 for charity

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

ARISAIG Community Trust is 
to employ a local development 

a blueprint to guide plans to 

Island Enterprise and LEADER 

would be to carry out a com-
munity consultation prepared 

trust’s management plan and lead 

said. 
Talk

Scotland gave a talk on commu-

reappointed and two new nomi-

-

-

Development worker to draw      
up blueprint for future of Arisaig

reappeared on a busy Fort 
William roundabout – less 

But local residents called 
The Oban Times

and deep as ever.
Scotland Transerv 

customer service manager 
The 

Oban Times

road would be a priority. 

under review.   

will be prioritised.’

and community services 

added.

problems at
busy roundabout

LOCHABER businesses are being asked 

cost-cutting measures.

been set up to encourage local businesses 

-
ment.

Businesses urged to open 
toilets for use by the public

Work to start 

-

its stead.  

Biomass boiler

use games area) is being provided also in 

Sub-standard

will replace grossly sub-standard buildings 

-

Driver hurt in 
bridge collision 

A man was been taken Belford Hospital after his 
Scotrail maintenance van crashed into a railway bridge 
on the A830 east of Glenfinnan and burst into flames at 
around 11am on Monday. The driver was able to escape 

the vehicle before it caught fire and was treated for 
suspected minor chest injuries. The road was shut to 
allow Fort William fire brigade to put out the flames, 

and the railway line was also closed for a short period 
to allow railway workers to make sure no damage had 

been done. A number of flammable items had been 
removed from the back of the van and put on the 
roadside, including a generator and tins of paint.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 
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The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those of 
this newspaper.

A view from the tower
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

CHA B’ IONGNADH BEAGAN TÀMAILT a bhith air luchd-
riaghlaidh Oilthigh na Gàidhealtachd is iad, a rèir coltais, a’ call 
dhreuchdan leasachaidh Gàidhlig aig an Oilthigh goirid an dèidh 
inbhe stèidhichte oilthigh fhaotainn. Gun teagamh, tha an t-ainm 
aige ann an Gàidhlig agus tha follaiseachd aig a’ chànan ann an 
stuthan margaideachd an Oilthigh, ach cò a-nise a bhios a’ cur air 
adhart a’ Phlana Gàidhlig aige?

Gach bliadhna, fo ùghdarras Achd na Gàidhlig 2005 (Alba), 

poblach sònraichte Plana Gàidhlig a dheasachadh agus a chur 
chun a’ Bhùird airson aonta. Tha na h-uiread de Phlanaichean 
Gàidhlig air an aontachadh leis a’ Bhòrd mar-thà agus tha iad 
a’ dol an gnìomh agus a’ leasachadh inbhe agus cothroman 
cleachdaidh a’ chànain. Am bliadhna, tha mi a’ tuigsinn, cuiridh 
am Bòrd cuireadh gu cuid de na prìomh oilthighean ann an Alba 
agus bidh e inntinneach fhaicinn dè na h-innleachdan a chuireas 
iad sin air adhart airson cànan a tha iad air a bhith a’ teagasg fad 
linntean.

Tha Oilthigh Ghlaschu ri mholadh airson na h-iomairt a tha e 
air a chur air dòigh mar-thà oir, ann an dòigh, tha rud a thachras 
ri linn deagh rùn buidhne, seach òrdugh, nas brìghmhoire.  Agus 
feumar a ràdh gur ann mar sin a thòisich cuisean a thaobh Plana 
Gàidhlig OGE Institiud nam Mìle Bliadhna cuideachd. Bha 
fìor dheagh rùn aig an luchd-riaghlaidh dhan Ghàidhlig agus 
mothachadh gun robh uallach shònraichte aig Oilthigh a bhiodh 
air Ghàidhealtachd làn thaic a thoirt dha cànan is cultar a tha 

fhastadh is Plana a dheasachadh is tòiseachadh air a chur an 
gnìomh. Anns an ro-fhacal air a’ Phlana, thuirt Prìonnsapal 
OGE Seumas Friseal gum bheil iad daingeann mun dleastanas a 
th’aca dhan Ghàidhlig agus gum bheil e na amas aca gum bi an 
Oilthigh na bhunait sàr-mhaitheis dhan chànan. Thuirt e nach eil 
iad airson gum bi uallach na Gàidhlig air Sabhal Mòr Ostaig is 
Colaiste a’ Chaisteil a-mhàin ach gum bi teachdaireachd làidir a’ 
dol  a-mach chun a h-uile ionad is sgìre eile cuideachd. 

Glè mhath, a Sheumais, ach nach fheum thu daoine a’ dèanamh 
na h-obrach?

I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS YEAR, under the authority of 
the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005, Bòrd na Gàidhlig will 
invite some of Scotland’s leading universities to prepare Gaelic 
Language Plans for Bòrd approval. 

It will be interesting to see the proposals from institutions 
which have taught Gaelic for generations, but Glasgow 
University merits special praise for having appointed a Gaelic 

UHI has also published its Gaelic Language Plan and 
commenced implementation of it, and while its sense of 
responsibility for the Gaelic language and culture across 
Scotland is welcome there is concern that dedicated Gaelic 
development posts are being lost so soon after the formal 
establishment of the UHI. 

A language cannot survive without people, and neither can it be 
revitalised without dedicated effort. 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Mrs M G Campbell, of Onich sent in this week’s flashback photograph, taking reasders back to the 1960s when Nether Lochaber had a 
functioning WRI branch. We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 
number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Nether Lochaber WRI - 1960s

A chance to          
lead the way
Sir,
As a member of Oban Com-
munity Council I am proud to 
be ‘part of the public’ and would 
like to thank Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre for stating so clearly 
that we represent the community. 

I was unable to be at the meeting 
last week, and therefore base this 
on The Oban Times report (and 

would suggest that he is incorrect 
on a range of points

Firstly, there are community 
councils around Scotland which 
actually control their burgh’s 
Common Good Funds – can I 
refer Councillor MacIntyre to the 
Scottish Government’s draft paper 
on community councils (http://
www.scotland.gov.uk/Publica-
tions/2008/04/30093619/1) which 
includes this information.  

Secondly, with regard to 
statutes, if Oban Common Good 
Fund (OCGF) members wish 
to include community council 
or indeed any other members 
then they can hold an EGM to 
review and change the statute. 
Designating local councillors to 
populate the committee is only 
a mechanism for its administra-
tion, and, as indicated above, not 
a divine right.

Staying with the statutes for 
the moment with reference to 
management of the OCGF, this 
quote is copied directly from the 
statutes enclosed within the 2010 
annual accounts:

‘The management committee 
consists of four councillors 
who represent the two wards of 
Oban.’

Therefore, if councillors wish 
to stick closely to the statutes, 
they must either appoint a fourth 
member, or hold an EGM to 
change the statute to continue to 
operate with three.

All changes would, of course, 

regulatory body OSCR.
Thirdly, the subject of codes of 

conduct vis-a-vis councillors is 
irrelevant. OCGF is not a council 
fund; it is an independent chari-
table trust. Therefore any code 
of conduct operated within the 
council has no currency within 
the OCGF. Whoever becomes a 
member  is automatically bound 
by the codes of conduct required 
by the OCGF Trust, whatever 
their status as citizens.

What is at issue here is a con-
tinuing desire on the part of local 
people to have some say in how 
their burgh assets are managed 
and dispersed, and Oban is not 
unique by any means. 

The government document 
quoted above, and a think tank 
paper published in 2005 by the 
Caledonia Centre for Social 
Development both recommend 
an overhaul in how the hundreds 
of common good funds across 
Scotland are managed within and 
by communities.

Oban has an opportunity to lead 
the way and show how it can be 
done. 
Catherine Gillies,
Oban.

Don’t block 
involvement
Sir, 
I have just read the article in The 
Oban Times about the statements 
made by the Oban Lorn and 
Isles Area chairman, Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre, concerning 
involvement of Oban community 
councillors in the Oban Common 
Good Fund.  

I wish to dissociate myself from 

distasteful and show a complete 
lack of respect for community 
councillors, who perform such 
a valuable role on behalf of all 
their communities – without any 
remuneration. 

Argyll and Bute Council has 
recently embarked on improving 
community engagement through 
the establishment of local area 
community planning groups. 

This has required the full sup-
port of the community councils 
and their representatives. 

The sort of disparaging remarks 
made by Councillor MacIntyre 
can only undermine these at-
tempts at improving relationships 
and meaningful involvement of 
all the parties involved. 

The Code of Conduct adopted 
by community councillors is just 
as important as the one which 
governs councillors’ behaviour. 

There has to be a real will on 
the part of all elected members to 
encourage community involve-
ment and this appears to be sadly 
lacking. 

If Oban Community Council 
wishes to engage and participate 
in the Oban Common Good Fund 
then we should be trying to sup-
port this involvement instead of 
blocking it. 

I believe Councillor MacIntyre 
should now apologise to the 
community council and actively 
seek to share some of the decision 
making with them – after all 
Oban is their town.
Councillor Donald Macdonald

April Fool with 
chainsaws?
Sir,
I was shocked to see the photo 
and article of George Berry, So-
roba resident, in this week’s issue 
of The Oban Times  (31/3/11, page 
8), showing him to be operating 
a chainsaw without any personal 
protection equipment and obvi-
ously demonstrating a complete 
lack of appropriate chainsaw 
training.  

His lack of basic skills in fell-
ing trees in a residential area in 
Oban are obvious and the man 
holding the tree with gloves is in 
a dangerous position.  

Unbelievably, there are two 
small children right next to 
the chainsaw operator who is 
obviously not looking at what 
he is doing. It is obvious that the 
chainsaw is running and he is 
halfway through the tree.  

This sets an extremely bad 
example, illuminating an alleg-
edly responsible adult operating 
a dangerous piece of equipment 
in an irresponsible and untrained 
manner in a very public place.  

What example is he trying to set 
with our future generations?

If George Berry wants this 
area to be a place of safety where 
children can play then he should 
get properly trained, which he 
obviously is not, and learn how to 
use this equipment properly.

Conversely, mature trees are 
opportunities and platforms for 
children to learn and play and 
not to observe an obvious lack of 
training, foresight and Health and 
Safety issues with the proximity 
of children, local residents and 
adjacent housing.

Is this an Aprils Fools Joke with 
chainsaws?
Resident,
Tighnabruaich.

Cycle track is 
already well used
Sir,

opinionated letter as the one sent 
in by the correspondent who 
claims ‘Too much is being spent 
on cycle tracks’ in last week’s 
Oban Times. 

 As a resident of Barcaldine, 

completed track, I can say with-
out any fear of contradiction that 
the new track is being used by 
many different representations 
of society, both midweek and at 
weekends. 

I have personally observed 
groups of disabled youngsters 

being given the opportunity to 
explore by foot and bicycle areas 
of great beauty perhaps previ-
ously unavailable to them, now on 
a safe and comfortable surface. 

I have seen whole families out 
together on bikes enjoying this 
safe cycling environment that, 
lets face it, wasn’t really available 
in this area before the track was 
constructed. 

The track is used frequently by 
elderly residents not only out for a 
stroll but also on mobility scoot-
ers, enjoying their local area, on 
a surface that holds no hidden 
surprises. Barcaldine, Appin and 
Benderloch primary school pupils 
will be able to (and some already 
do) use this facility as a means of 
walking or cycling to school. 

Toddlers and children, includ-
ing friends of ours and my own, 
are using the track to learn how 

environment. 
And just in case you need an-

other example, ‘proper’ cyclists 
as the previous correspondent 
described them are currently 
enjoying the track daily, contrary 
to the suggestions in their letter. 

We now have a well constructed, 
pristine track, that is designed not 
just for cyclists, that allows all the 
aforementioned groups to enjoy 
our fabulous local environment, 
in many areas that were previ-
ously completely unavailable to 
them. 

Also, as this area relies so heav-
ily on tourism and the visitors it 
brings, many of whom cycle as 
whole families, the opportunity to 
have a safe cycling surface which 
has all the west coast magic they 
have come to absorb, whilst 
removing them from our busy 
60mph A roads, surely has to be a 
good thing for everyone.  

I would ask the previous letter’s 
author what price can we put on 
the well being and safety of the 
less fortunate, the vulnerable, 
visitors and locals who want to 
enjoy our ‘lovely countryside’ as 
they describe it?

On a lighter note, I agree that 
the big, blue, ‘due to open spring 
2011’ signs are perhaps not really 
necessary. 
Ian Stennett, 
Barcaldine.

Joined up
thinking please
Sir,
On Thursday, March 31, I decided 
to take my wife and three-year-
old boy down to Inverary the 
following day for the afternoon 
and dinner. 

We got down to Oban bus 
stances and discovered that all 

number 976 bus to Glasgow had 
been previously booked. 

of us in the queue going to Glas-
gow who got on the bus.

Annoyed and thwarted, we 
decided to go over to Mull and 
hop on a bus to Tobermory for 
the afternoon and dinner. 

We got on the ferry to Craignure 
at 2pm but discovered on our ar-
rival on Mull at 3pm-ish that there 
are no connecting busses for that 
ferry for Tobermory nor Iona. 

We decided to head up to Toro-
say Castle only to be told in the 

the wee train has shut down and 
we’d have to walk and the castle 
was closed anyway. 

We asked if there was any other 
way of getting to Tobermory, a 
taxi perhaps, and were told that 
it would cost £40-£60 for the 
journey, but would have to come 
back for the 5pm ferry anyway 
as the last bus from Tobermory 
connects with that ferry, not the 
7pm ferry. 

Is this really the best we can 
offer tourists to Oban and Mull 
- an afternoon in Craignure?

What is the point of having a 
ferry arrive with no transport 
connections available, and why 

is it that there is no bus from To-
bermory to connect with the last 
ferry from Craignure to Oban?

I‘m assuming it’s the same from 
Iona. 

If there were more advertising 
warning us that there was no way 
of getting away from Craignure 
we wouldn’t have travelled, and 
perhaps gone to spend an after-
noon in Lochgilphead or Fort 
William instead, though through 
experience I suspect that neither 
of those destinations would have 
been available as either. Some 
joined up thinking would help 
perhaps.
Colin Martin,  
3 Ulva Road, Soroba, Oban.

Beware of disasters 
elsewhere in UK
Sir,
Road development in Oban (Two-

Oban Times, March 31) may be 
desirable in order to enhance the 
experience for both tourists and 
residents alike and to alleviate the 
town of the unceasing procession 

-
mer months.  

But, those putting forward 
schemes need to beware emulat-
ing disasters already in place 
elsewhere.  

One needs to look no further 

road development along the 
shoreline effectively divorces the 
town from its waterfront, one of 
the very features that should be 
used to attract visitors.  

Who, here, crosses the busy 
dual carriageway to wander 
along the shore and drink in the 
view? And the number of visitor 
attractions that thrive there is 
commensurately few!  

There are other splendid (sic) 
examples in the UK of roads that 
isolate town heritage or scenery 
from public gaze.  

A classic case of such unthink-
ing, short-sighted development is 
Kingston-upon-Hull.  

Liverpool has done better, as, 
perhaps, has Cardiff and we 
should bear in mind both the best 
and the worst in wishing develop-
ment on Oban. 

One thing to avoid at all costs 

bay – this is, after all, the quintes-
sential element of the Oban-scape 
and we do not want to have to 
explain to future generations 
that the original meaning of the 
town name is a mere legacy of 
nomenclature commemorating 
a landscape that was, but is no 
more!  

Even more horrendous would 
be establishment of car parking 
that would mean the views of 
Oban Bay and Kerrera are across 
the roofs of parked vehicles.

If the eminently sensible idea 
of a ring road skirting the town 
to the east is dead, then thought 
should be given to establishing 
a park-and-ride on the approach 
road from the north.  

This would alleviate some of 

development of the Esplanade 
to free up George Street as an 
essential canopied, wet-weather 
retreat. It would avoid the silly 
plan to “smooth out” (whatever 
that means!) the bottleneck at 
the Columba Hotel, which would 
deprive tourists and residents of 
the splendid North Pier viewing 
point that we know and love.
Professor Ian Reid,
Parkgate Cottage, Duncraggan 
Road, Oban. 

Generous donation
Sir,
Me and my dad were doing a bag 
pack at Tesco, Oban on Saturday 
to raise money for our school trip.
An elderly lady went into her 
purse and generously put £10 in 
my bucket and I just wanted to 
say thank you.
Murray Probert, aged 10,

GLASGOW LETTER

Verbal battle 
begins
WITH campaigns for elections 
to the Scottish Parliament well 
and truly under way BBC Radio 
Scotland decided to broadcast 

the Public Hall in Ardrishaig 
last week. 

Snubbing all the towns where 
there might be an intelligent 
audience, rather than one which 
seemed to consist of party 
faithful who dutifully read out 
the question with which they 
had been supplied to ensure 
that the four candidates for the 
main political would have to 
concentrate on ‘local’ issues, 
did not set Argyll’s problems in 
a wider context.

I was pleased, however, that 
the BBC, kept the panel to the 
four main parties and ignored 
the two ‘also rans’ who seem 

their egos or to spite a candidate 
who was chosen to represent 
the party for which they were 
seeking the nomination. 

It is to be hoped that those 
who organise hustings in 
other locations in Argyll will 
follow the BBC example and 
let those who have a realistic 
chance of electoral success 
put their points of view as 
this is regarded as a ‘four-way 
marginal’. 

In these strange times it is 
believed that even the Labour 

at the bookies. I wouldn’t be 
so sure after hearing their 
candidate’s rather factually 
inaccurate statements on that 
radio programme. 

Mr Rice’s grasp of how 

works  makes me hope that he 

committee of Birmingham City 
Council before he moved up to 
Blairmore to run a guesthouse.

Of the other candidates: 
Alison Hay and Mike Russell 
acquitted themselves very well, 
especially Councillor Hay, 

politics. One would expect that 
Mike Russell, a senior minister 
in the SNP government and a 
successful media personality, 
to be articulate and polished 
- and he was - but no one  can 
explain how he comes to the 
conclusion that Argyll and 
Bute is so well supplied with 

that there needs to be no school 
closures here even when there 

are schools with no pupils!
Jamie McGrigor, the 

long-time Tory List MSP for 
the Highlands & Islands, is 
hoping to grab Argyll & Bute 
as its constituency MSP as well, 
but, although Jamie is highly 
thought of – as is his leader, 
Annabel Goldie  - his party’s 
policies are not. The next few 
weeks promise both nationally 
and locally to be a verbal battle 
of extravagant promises far 
from reality, especially by Alex 
Salmond of the SNP which 
should be regarded with with 
considerable scepticism. 

For those who want to tackle 
the candidates face-to-face the 
Oban Hustings is on Monday, 
May 2, at 7.30pm in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls.

Tourism summit     
a great success
WELL in excess of 100 
delegates from all factions of 
the tourism industry gathered 
in Oban’s Corran Halls for a 
‘Tourism Summit’ last week, 

The programme and the 
speakers, in many cases, 
brought fresh vision to the 
promotion of Scotland as a 
holiday destination. 

Dr Mike Cantley, the 
relatively new chairman of 
VisitScotland, gave practical 
advice as to how to sell 
ourselves to visitors and how to 
attract them as did Bob Downie, 
who is now managing director 
of RY Britannia and has done 

the former Royal Yacht’s visitor 
potential.

We forget all too often that the 
West Highlands are not blessed 
with never-ending sunshine and 
therefore we need to provide 
‘wet weather’ facilities. We 
all too often ignore the fact 
that Oban has too few toilet 
facilities and these are only 

forget that getting out and about 
into the countryside there are no 
such facilities at all.  Who will 
get up at an election hustings 
and ask the candidates if they 
will pledge their party, if 
elected, will make it a statutory 
requirement that local councils 
provide such facilities and free 
of charge? I look forward to the 
next of these summits.

Busy Youngsters 
in Glasgow
IT may be the Easter holidays 
for schoolchildren in the 
Glasgow area but for many 
of those involved in learning 
Gaelic it has been an excep-
tionally busy time.  

First up was Cothrom 
na h-Oigridh run by the 
Glasgow Skye Association 
and held in Partick Burgh 
Hall and then at the start of 
the holidays, more than 100 
youngsters signed up for the 
week long Feis Ghaidhlig 
Glaschu, held once again in 
the comfortable environs of 
Hutcheson’s Grammar Primary 
Department.  

There is, of course, a link 
between the events as the 
Glasgow Skye Association was 
heavily involved in the creation 
of Gaelic Medium education 
in the Glasgow area and most 
of the children attending Feis 
2011 come from the schools 
involved.  

Indeed there are more Gaelic 
speaking children at this Feis 
than at any other in Scotland!

With Mairi MacLeod at 
the helm the Glasgow Skye 
recognised many years ago the 
depth of musical and Gaelic 
talent and gave them the 
opportunity to perform and the 
wider population the chance to 
hear them on stage.  

This year’s concert was up 
to the usual standard, and 
possibly even better, as the 
sizeable audience was treated 
to performances from pupils 
attending Sgoil Ghaidhlig 
Glaschu and the primary 
schools at Meadowburn 
and  Condorrat together with 
dancers from the Jeffrey 
McFadden School of Irish 
Dancing.  

In a varied programme there 
was piping, reciting and the 

piano, accordion, bodhran 
and clarsach as well as folk 
groups, highland dancing and 
ensemble and solo singing.  

Quite a busy night for 
chairperson Kirsteen Grant 
who thoroughly enjoyed 
being among so many gifted 
youngsters.  

Unfortunately, Mairi 
MacLeod was unable to attend 
but I am sure we would all like 
to send her our best wishes.  

The theme of variety is one 
which continued at the Feis 
where the youngsters were 
divided into three separate age 
groups to enjoy the activities 
on offer: accordion with 
Robert Nairn, clarsach-Karen 
Marshalsay, stepdancing-Joy 
Dunlop, drama-Mairi 
Morrison, drumming-Carolyn 
McKee, art-Eoin MacColl, 
whistle/ chanter-Andrew 

Henderson, shinty-Kirsty 
MacLeod, singing/football-
James Graham and 
Taekwondo-Kenneth Combe.  

Choosing from this wide 
selection, the youngsters in 
the oldest group concentrate 
on three subjects while 
the younger ones get the 
opportunity to try out and have 
fun with their selection.  

If you are impressed with 
this array of tutors, there will 
be a tutor ceilidh at 7pm this 
evening (Thursday) in the 
school which is on Kingarth 
Street, off Pollokshaws Road 
and they will even have their 
own ceilidh band which should 
add to the fun.  

Not to be outdone the 
youngsters will showcase 
the skills they have acquired 
throughout the week at an 
informal ‘do’ on Friday 
afternoon. 

Well done to Helen Buchanan 
and her committee who 
worked so hard to organise this 
event.     

Glasgow Local 
Mòd
THE above Mòd will take 
place on the evening of Friday, 
June 17, and on Saturday, 
June 18. The syllabus is now 
available from the Secretary 
Helen Buchanan, tel 0141 
9469601.

Charity Ceilidh
A FURTHER reminder 
that the Clydebank Ceilidh 
tomorrow evening (Friday) 
will be in aid of Erskine 
Hospital and will be held in the 
Napier Hall, in Old Kilpatrick, 
at 7.30pm. Murdo MacDonald 
will be in the chair and the 
other artistes will be singers 
Joy Dunlop, Iain MacLean and 
Sandy Sinclair, accordionist 
John Carmichael and piper 
Willie Brown.

Dates for Diary
THURSDAY April 7:  Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm - Other Roads

Friday April 8:  Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Erskine Hospital 
Charity Ceilidh-see above.  
Accoustic Affair with 
Ewan Robertson and Rua 
MacMillan, City Halls, 8pm.

Saturday April 9: Paisley 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm  
Last date for entries for the 
CLASP competition to be held 
in the National Piping Centre 
on April 16th.

Thursday April 14:  Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm-Dave Gibb.

Saturday April 16: Glasgow 
Skye Association Annual 
Spring Concert ‘Wee Skye’, 
Partuck Burgh Halls, 
7.30pm. Highlander’s Club 
Dance, Partick Burgh Halls, 
8pm-Fraser McGlynn’s Band,  
Caledonian Fiddle Orchestra, 
City Halls, 7.30pm,  CLASP 
Piping Competition, National 
Piping Centre, 9am-5pm. 

Pub Scene
DEOCH ‘n’ Dorus will be 
playing in the Islay Inn on 
Friday with Parting Glass on 
Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Ballochmyle 
on Friday, Dodgy Ground on 
Saturday with Sunday still to 

One-stop online shop
THE idea of bringing all of Argyll and the Isles’ tourism operators 
under one umbrella website, as was mooted at the day-long summit 
in Oban last week, is one which should be developed as soon as 
possible.

More and more, visitors are organising their holiday and leisure 
time online and the easier it is made for them, the better.

It was reported there are currently 27 ‘destination’ websites in 
Argyll, all carrying different information.

What is needed is a one-stop online shop - Argyll and the Isles 
could do worse than emulating the excellent VisitOrkney.com 
website which serves its tousim sector so well.

And while we’re on the subject of tourists, can Scot Rail please 
keep the windows of the train to Oban, Fort William and Mallaig 
clean and let our visitors enjoy the spectacular views?

CLARIFICATION
The Oban Times would like to point out that Patricia Maguire, 
who was named in an article in last week’s issue, does not live at 5 
Combie Street. The address given for her was, in fact, 5C Combie 
Street.
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JEAN AINSLEY & CO
Jean Ainsley & Co specialises in giving a professional but personal service 
to its clients. We have clients from all over the west coast of Scotland 
including all the islands.

Accountancy is much more than annual accounts and tax calculations. 
Although these are important, it is vital for businesses to have accurate 
information to enable them to interpret how they are getting on and make 
decisions for the future. We are closely involved with businesses throughout 
the year advising where required on management issues including 
employment, asset purchase, investment, tax planning and expansion.

We deal with many new businesses and can offer advice at what is an 
anxious but exciting time. We can help with business plans and cash flow 
projections and liaise with banks to help with initial finance. Many of our 
existing clients have been with us since day one and we have helped them 
through the initial start up problems, growth and consolidating a long term 
successful business.

We now have a brand new facility for online bookkeeping giving you and 
ourselves constant access to your accounts and completely up to date 
financial information.

For individuals we also offer a wide range of services including tax returns 
and other tax matters such as inheritance tax planning.

If you feel we can assist you please make an appointment to have a 
meeting. Our first consultation will be free of charge. 

R A CLEMENT ASSOCIATES
While the Budget may not have many adverse effects on small businesses, 
most are skeptical about the benefits according to a recent survey conducted 
by the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB).  A report from the “Office for 
Budget Responsibility” has revised its growth forecast down to 1.7 per cent 
for 2011.  Added to this, inflation is expected to hold at between 4 per cent 
and 5 per cent this year before dropping to 2.5 per cent next year

All of this leaves little room for optimism if you are running your own, small 
business so what can you do to improve your situation?  Come and see us 
at R A Clement Associates.  Your initial consultation is free so call us now on 
01631 562643.  We can review your finances and suggest how you might 
increase your bottom line.  Sometimes it can help to have a fresh pair of 
eyes take a look at your business.

 On the bright side the 1p reduction in fuel duty is beneficial and the 
income tax personal threshold, already up by £1,000 from the last Budget, 
is to climb by another £630 by 2012 too so it is not all gloom and doom.  If 
you would like more information about any of these topics call us today.

GREENER ACCOUNTS
At Greener Accounts, based in Barcaldine by 
Oban, we provide a personal, professional 
service to our clients with all aspects of their 
accounting needs. You may need help with 
starting your new business, or just assistance 
with one that has been running for years.

Is all your spare time lost sorting paperwork? 
Just throw it in a carrier bag and give it to us. We 
will give you back your valuable time and peace 
of mind

Our fees are very reasonable, and we offer a 
low, 3 month, start-up rate for clients who are 
starting a new business. 

We can deal with all your payroll needs, from 
day to day running to year end reports and 
submissions.  

Our current clients include Farmers, Builders, 
Joiners, Electricians, Shops, Local Attractions, 
Offices, Manufacturers, Caterers, Local Charities 
and many more.  We have also completed Self 
Assessments for many satisfied customers. We 
can also source grants and funding for eligible 
causes.

See our website for a full list of our services.
Greener Accounts 

Here to save you money….

THERE is no escaping the 
fact that times are hard 
and money is tight.
The chancellor, George Osborne, 
presented a budget which was 
described as ‘neutral’.

But if you think you simply don’t have as 
much money in your pocket to spend, 
you’re right - and you’re not alone.

In 2010, real disposable income fell 
for the first time in 30 years, according 
to a report produced by the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS).

The amount UK households had left to 
save or spend after tax dropped by 0.8 
per cent.

This is blamed on the rocketing price 
of fuel and rising commodity prices 
combined with wages which remained 
largely the same, or in some cases 
dropped as employees agreed to pay 
cuts to safeguard their jobs.

According to the ONS, this was also 
the largest drop in disposable income 
since 1977 when UK inflation was in 
double figures.

The report also suggests that consumer 
spending is likely to be affected as a 
result. The ONS data showed household 
spending fell by 0.3 per cent in the final 
quarter of 2010.

So making every penny count is vital, 
and with The Oban Times Money 
Matters feature we hope to offer some 
of the best financial advice available.

Jean Ainsley & Co.
Chartered Accountants

21 Argyll Square,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT

Tel. 01631 567007
Email. mail@jeanainsley.co.uk

www.jeanainsley.co.uk

A professional but personal service
 • Accountancy Services
 • New Business
 • Taxation Services
 • Payroll
 • Book Keeping
 • Factoring
 • Charity Services

In 2010, 
real
disposable
income fell 
for the first 
time in 30 
years.

GREENER ACCOUNTS
• Payroll  • Book Keeping

• Self Assessments  • Year End Accounts

• Personal Professional service 
7 days a week

Contact us for all your Accounting needs
Tel: 01631 720398   Mobile: 07919 017002

Email:   info@greeneraccounts.co.uk
Web:    www.greeneraccounts.co.uk
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Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business Advertising:
Claire Firth    

cfirth@wyvexmedia.co.uk   

01631 568013

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Value of whitefish 
catch ‘highest       
for a decade’

Factory Shop 
named Growing 
Retailer of the Year

Lack of skilled labour a key concern for larger flocks

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks  

Heifers Sheep

Many more ewe lambs could be kept for future breeding this year

Highlands and Islands 
serve up host of prizes

Vivien Devlin, (left) deputy chairman of the judges, and Denis Coyne, (right) director of event organiser Hospitality
Research Organisation are pictured with Anne Gracie and Ken Gunn.

Rising star: Oskars Kalnins, of 
Barcaldine House.

REPORT

Duisdale
Toravaig

Toravaig’s

Toravaig

Duisdale

Effort

Kinloch 
Lodge

Kinloch 
Lodge

The Three 
Chimneys

Cuillins Hills Hotel 

Auchrannie

Clachaig 
Inn Kilmichael Country 
House

Ardanaiseig 
Hotel

Taychreggan Hotel

Inverlochy Castle

Inverlochy Castle Hotel

Loch Melfort Hotel

Airds Hotel

Lake of Menteith Hotel

The Pierhouse Hotel

Successful

of Bridge of Orchy Hotel

Crianlarich Hotel

Barcaldine House

Hotel 

High-
land Cottage,

Glengarry Castle Hotel’s 

Dame

of Ballachulish Hotel

Glenisle 
Hotel
Inverbeg Inn

Hotel Hebrides,

Kilcamb Lodge

Strong showing at Scottish Hotel of Year awards

Polaris Sportsman 400 4x4 ATV demo ..........................................£4,399
Polaris Ranger 400 2 seat 4x4 ATV from ......................................£6,499
Zetor 68hp 4wd tractor with loader & fork .................................£26,799
Kioti 50hp 4wd tractor with loader & bucket demo ....................£19,975
TFM 5x3 ATV sheep trailer with high sides ......................................£675
ATV chain harrows 6ft wide with pole .............................................£320
Glendale engineering sheep feeder trailer .....................................£949
Foster RS2000 2m scrub cutter ......................................................£3498
Foster bale spikes front and rear from ............................................£279

All prices exclude VAT

Strathpeffer Road, Dingwall, IV15 9QF
Tel: 01349 867521 • Fax: 01349 866738 • Parts 01349 867210

Sales Mob: 07775 584565

Email: sales@mclarentractors.co.uk

Please log on to our website for 
new and used machinery offers:

www.mclarentractors.co.uk
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/01050/FUL

11/01061/FUL

11/01062/FUL

11/01067/FUL

11/01145/PIP

Development Address

Land 180m North of
Ardlochy House
Gairlochy
Spean Bridge

Land 1900M South of 
Coire Fada
Achdalieu
Fort William

Land 800m West of Allt 
Dogha
Corpach
Fort William

Benlochy Cottage
76 Camaghael
Fort William

Site 280m South East of 
Hillview
Banavie
Fort William

Proposal Description

Change of use from 
residential annex to self 
contained letting unit 

The continued installation 
of a 50m wind test mast 
(renewal of 09/00113/
FULLO)

The continued installation 
of a wind test mast 
(renewal of 09/00114/
FULLO)

Change of Use from 
garage to self catering 
accommodation

Erection of dwelling 
house (amendment to 
10/01493/PIP)

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

A.G.M.
Comunn

Gàidhealach
an Òbain
Thursday, 

21st  April, 2010 
at 7.30 p.m.

in
Free Church Hall

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215  
or email – mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on  
Tel 01688 302689 or email – gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McIntosh’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 07788 882200 or 
by email – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 01631 566367 
or by email – donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk

OBAN, LORN & THE ISLES AREA 
COMMITTEE MEETING
A meeting of the Area Committee for Oban, Lorn & the Isles will be held in the 
McCaig Suite, Corran Halls, Oban, on Wednesday 13th April 2011 at 10.30am.
Members of the public are welcome to attend. 
Any enquiries should be directed to: Kenneth Macdonald, Area Corporate 
Services Manager (Tel. 01631 567901).

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, (AS AMENDED)
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF 
THE MAKING OF A REVOCATION ORDER OR 
MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission in Principle for Erection of Detached Dwellinghouse on 
Land SSW of Ardchiavaig Cottage, Uisken, Bunessan, Isle of Mull
REFERENCE NUMBER: 09/01677/PPP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an order 
under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to 
revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the occupier 
of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will be affected by 
the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed by 
the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish Ministers, 
The Directorate for the Built Environment, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, 
EH6 6QQ not later than 5th May 2011 .
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue of the 
provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 on 19th May 2011 without being confirmed by The Scottish Ministers.

Date 7th April 2011
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, (AS AMENDED)
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF 
THE MAKING OF A REVOCATION ORDER OR 
MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission for the Redevelopment of a Ruin to Form a 
Dwellinghouse Site South of Ardchiavaig, Uisken, Isle of Mull, Argyll.
REFERENCE NUMBER: 08/02147/DET
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an order 
under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to 
revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the occupier 
of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will be affected by 
the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed by 
the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to the Scottish Ministers, 
The Directorate for the Built Environment, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, 
EH6 6QQ not later than 5th May 2011 .
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue of the 
provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 on 19th May 2011 without being confirmed by The Scottish Ministers.

Date 7th April 2011
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected 
during normal office hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, 
at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to Lorn 
House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of 
this notice. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 11/00435/PP
Applicant: Mrs J Nelson
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse (Renewal of planning permission 
05/02498/DET).
Site Address: Laorin Glengorm Castle Glengorm
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the 
plans and other documents submitted with them may be examined at 
67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the location detailed 
below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and 

by logging to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on 
Online Planning Applications. Written 
comments for the following list of 
applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory Services 67/69 
Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 28/04/2011

•Ref No: 11/00466/PP
Applicant: Aitchison Construction Limited
Proposal: Erection of 4 dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land West Of Stanalane Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which 
can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, 
Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. An extant list of planning 
applications can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory 
Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and 
Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected 
during normal office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, 
at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 67/69 
Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of 
this notice. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 11/00483/LIB
Applicant: Bruichladdich Distillery
Proposal: Siting of 3 silos, 1 modular building, 1 skid assembly and flare 
stack (retrospective)
Site Address: Bruichladdich Distillery Bruichladdich Isle Of Islay Argyll And 
Bute PA49 7UN
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans 
and other documents submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House 
Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be 
made to Planning and Regulatory Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban 
PA34 4AR by the 28/04/2011

•Ref No: 11/00336/PP
Applicant: Mr Philip Crewdson
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land North West Of Four Wind Kilninian Isle Of Mull PA74 6NH
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00387/PPP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs S Bate
Proposal: Site for the erection of a croft house
Site Address: Land East Of Achara Oban Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00426/PP
Applicant: Mr John MacKinnon
Proposal: Variation of Condition 2 (occupancy restriction) relative to 
planning consent 98/00914/DET (Erection of dwellinghouse)
Site Address: Dalnabreac Kilmore Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4XU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00469/PP
Applicant: Mr Stanley Walker Morrison
Proposal: Formation of new bellmouth entrance and forest track for 
timber removal.
Site Address: Ardteatle Forest Between Dalmally And Ardteatle Cottage 
Dalmally Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 11/00493/PP
Applicant: Mr Eddie And Mrs Sheena O’Donnell
Proposal: Erection of detached garage
Site Address: Glenessca Ardmor Road Salen Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA72 6JJ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Aros Isle of Mull

•Ref No: 11/00498/PP
Applicant: Development Coll
Proposal: Erection of new community centre, bunkhouse, formation of 
sports pitch, access road and car park.
Site Address: Land South West Of The Fire Station Arinagour Isle Of Coll 
Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which 
can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory 
Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. An extant 
list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory 
Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and 
Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site.
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential 
will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the 
application is being considered.
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

Rhododendron & Japanese Knotweed Control

Contractors wanted
The Argyll Fisheries Trust are a project partner in the EU funded project “Controlling 
Priority Invasive Species and Restoring Native Biodiversity” (CIRB).  This project 
is seeking to tackle the problem of invasive non-native plant species.  

The Argyll Fisheries Trust is inviting tenders from suitably qualified contractors 
to control the target species around Loch Awe.  An understanding of invasive 
non-native plants and their control is essential and contractors should 
demonstrate their knowledge at the time of tender submissions.

For full details of the contract and for tender documents, contact Craig 
MacIntyre, Argyll Fisheries Trust, Cherry Park, Inveraray, PA32 8XE.  Tel: 01499 
302322.  E-mail: info@argyllfisheriestrust.co.uk. 

The deadline for submissions is noon on 29th April 2011.

-

Tarbert fisherman 
found guilty of 
glass assault

Kilmarnock driver 
fined and banned

-

-

-

-

-

-

Seals need further 
protection claims 
campaign group

Mississippi Mud Turtles are making a new home for themselves at the Oban Sea Life Sanctuary at Barcaldine

-

-

-

-

Breed centre

-

-

-

-

-

Oban Photographic Club held their end of season buffet and prize giving in 
the Regent Hotel, Oban on Monday night. The excellent buffet laid on by the 

hotel was enjoyed by a good turnout of members and friends. Afterwards, 
members enjoyed a quiz, set by committee member Peter Cleave, which was 

won by club secretary Katy Weir. Retiring President, Alex Clark, then called on 
Katy to present the trophies for all the competitions held during the winter and 
our picture shows the recipients with their prizes. Retiring vice-president, Jim 
Kirkpatrick, then thanked Alex for organising the excellent evening and for his 

Clark, are from left to right: -  Maurice Wilkins, Alex Clark, Tim Haynes, Angus 
MacKinnon, Ronnie MacKillop and Stephen Lawson. Not in the picture were 

Christine Ross and Stuart McCracken. There will be an extra meeting of the club 
in the Regent Hotel at 7.30pm for 7.45pm on Monday, April 18 when there will be 

an image battle with members of H2O.

THE MET OFFICE issued severe 
weather warnings for the west of 
Scotland earlier this week.

The amber warning, which advises 
the public to be prepared, covered 
the Highlands, Western Isles and 
Strathclyde. In the western Highlands 
rainfall of to up to 120mm was experi-
enced as the deluge continued in some 
parts throughout Tuesday night and 
into Wednesday. 

prolonged period of heavy rain devel-
oped late on Tuesday and continued 
through Wednesday, giving totals of 80 
to 100mm in the Western Highlands, 
and, in some cases, 120mm locally.’

Flood alerts were issued by the Scot-
tish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) in Argyll and Bute, Easter 
Ross, Great Glen, Skye and Lochaber, 
Tayside and Wester Ross.

Torrential rain causes flood warnings

NEWS
DESK 
01631 

568000
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John MacLachlan Group
HGV Driver

Class 1 or 2 - Oban

HGV Driver
Class 2 - Mull

Applications to:
John MacLachlan Group,

Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL or e-mail 
pam@jmaclachlangroup.co.uk.

Tel 01631 566370 Fax 01631 566758

Teacher of Gaelic - 0.5 FTE
Education & Children’s Services

£21,438 - £34,200 pro rata
Perth Academy PKC2508

Closing date: When sufficient suitable applications received.

Online applications only at pkc.myjobscotland.gov.uk

pkc.myjobscotland.gov.uk

If you have a disability which prevents you applying

online, please call 01738 475000 to discuss any 

reasonable adjustments.

Perth & Kinross Council is committed to equality
and diversity and welcomes applicants from all 
sections of the community

Product Quality Manager 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for the appointment of a Product 
Quality Manager within Marine Harvest’s Quality Department, based in 
Fort William. The primary focus of the role will be to manage fish quality 
through the value chain from pre-harvest to customer processing/
delivery and provide a closer link between departments for all harvesting 
and product quality areas. 
Principle responsibilities of this role will include; operational management 
of product quality during harvesting, transportation and processing 
stages; customer interface providing pro-active resolution to any issues 
that are highlighted. The successful candidate will be results focused 
and be expected to actively manage cross-departmental communication 
and interaction related to product quality. They will also take an active 
role in setting up and managing targeted fish quality R&D projects as 
directed by the Technical Services Manager. 
Applicants will preferably, but not necessarily, be qualified to degree level 
or equivalent and have a minimum of 2 years experience in a similar role.  
Strong interpersonal, communication and analytical skills as well as the 
ability to manage and motivate a team are some of the attributes required for 
this post. Applicants must also possess a high degree of computer literacy.
In return, Marine Harvest offers a competitive salary and benefits package 
along with the opportunity to work in an area that offers a high quality 
of life. 
If you would like to be considered for this role, please apply in writing to:  
Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) 
Ltd, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, 
PH33 7PT by closing date of Friday 22nd April 2011.

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Temporary, Part Time Port Assistant 
(Fixed term contract to January 2012)
£8.12 per hour Ref: 379-SB
19.5 hours per week
Kennacraig Ferry Terminal

Applications are invited for the position of Temporary Port Assistant based at the Kennacraig 
Ferry Terminal.

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day 
responsibilities. Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of 
passenger/vehicle tickets, cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking 
and disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are 
expected to have a fl exible approach to working as shift and weekend work will be involved. 

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and 
have a proactive approach to customer care.

You must be able to commute to the Kennacraig Ferry Terminal on a daily basis.  

If you are interested in this position, please respond by sending your CV quoting reference 
number 379-SB no later than 15th April 2011 to:

Email where possible: vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk 
or
Address: David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP
t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Closing date: 22 April 2011.
To apply visit our website

Driver/Escort (Temporary)
£7.84 an hour Oban Ref: CTF00659
15 hrs per week

Cleaner (Temporary)
£6.36 an hour  Oban High School Ref: CTF00548
10 hrs per week
Mon - Fri 3.45pm - 5.45pm term time

Cleaner (Temporary)
£6.36 an hour  Tobermory Ref: CTF00754
5 hrs per week 
Pre 5 Unit

01546 604742

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

PART OF ARGUS CARE GROUP.
Require the following

Full or Part Time 
RMN/RGM
Good Rates of Pay

Excellent Training Opportunities

You can contact Arlene Campbell, RGN, Manager 

CARER
Required to help family 
of 67 year old disabled 
man who is mentally 
alert but in a wheelchair 
with limited speech.

(Then smaller text for the following)
Remote Glen 18 miles 

South of Oban
£150 per week net Part 

Time plus tied small cottage
Contact 01866 844212
Email: maolachy@firenet.uk.net

D J Campbell 
and Son

Achnashelloch Farm

Van Driver 
required

Lochgilphead area
Night work
Telephone 

01546 605273

Salary: £14,470 per annum, pro-rata (£7.42 per 

Full induction and good development 
opportunities will be provided

exciting post, please phone 0141 314 0027 for 
an Application Pack.
Closing date: Thursday 21st April 
Interviews: Thursday 28th April (provisionally)
Registered Charity No: SCO28984;
Web:www.neighbourhoodnetworks.org
Email:info@neighbourhoodnetworks.org

Neighbourhood
Networks

Require

Oban and Lorn area

Anderson Banks
LEGAL SECRETARY

Full-time secretary required in busy 
legal office. Good typing and computer 

skills required.  Legal experience 
preferred but not essential.

Apply in writing to Anderson Banks, 
22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT.

Email: info@andersonbanks.co.uk

Interviews will be held week 
commencing 18 April 2011.

Part Time 
Development Officer

Kerrera Community Wind Project 
requires a self employed professional 
with experience in Community Based 

Renewable Energy projects.
Twelve Month opportunity with immediate start

Average 10 Hours per week
Closing date for application: Thursday 21st April

For more information and job description 
email Louise@craigview69.orangehome.co.uk

Or phone 07958531980

Argyll, PA286 6QE

Tractor Driver
We require an experienced tractor driver 

for agricultural and construction contracts. 
Applicants musts be competent in all tractor 
driving skills and have a full driving licence. 

Apply by letter or email only.

DONALD
MCLEAN

CONTRACTORS

(Scotland) Ltd

Experience preferred but not essential as a comprehensive training 
programme is provided. The use of a car is essential. We offer competi-
tive rates of pay and a PVG Scheme record will be requested.
We are an equal opportunities employer.

Seasonal Crew 
Person Required

Sea Leopard 11 runs wildlife and 
Corryvreckan trips out of Ardfern.  Although 
training will be given you should have some 

boating experience and an interest in wildlife.  

The Royal Navy’s largest Type 42 Destroyer, HMS Edinburgh, took the scenic route to its home base in Portsmouth this weekend, through the Sound of 
Mull. The ship was returning from a formal visit to Leith, its first visit to the port since its £17.5 million refit was completed in October last year. At 462.5ft 

long and 5,200 tonnes, the destroyer, which was launched in April 1983, is due to go on active service in the South Atlantic this summer.  The HMS 
Edinburgh is pictured next to the Caledonian MacBrayne ferry, the MV Isle of Mull. 17_t14navy01

DID you hear the one about 
the Argyll band with Spanish 
bagpipes and a Brazilian drum 
that travelled to Slovenia to play 
for 8,000 football fans?

It sounds like a joke, but the 
Absurdist Pipe Band (APB) are 
rapidly building a reputation for 
being one of the most interesting 
and entertaining bands to play 
at the city of Ptuj (pronounced 
‘ptooey’) carnival; one of the 
world’s biggest.

The three-man group, made up 
of Rab Woods from Lerags, Rob 
Welsh from Lochwinnoch and 
Stephen McNally from Taynuilt 
have gone from playing one or 
two informal gigs during the pre-
Lent festival in 2007, to playing 
in front of NK Maribor’s fanatic 
crowd before the Champions 

of 2011.
They have even appeared on 

national television and featured 
in articles in local and national 
newspapers.

And all this in only their third 

biannual trip to the country.
Rab Woods – who works at The 

Oban Times – plays the Japanese 
drum, the surdo, as well as any 
other instrument he can get his 
hands on for the group, but takes 
a typically tongue in cheek view 
on their growing reputation.

He said: ‘We’ve more or less 
become cultural attaches for 
Scotland, in an absurd way, by 

Slovenia. It’s always been about 
fun though.

‘People saw that we were 
coming over again this year and 
I spoke to a friend of the band 
who is also a good friend of NK 
Maribor.  

‘I suggested for a laugh they 

have a pipe band before their 
game. She got back to me and 
said they were taking it very 
seriously. That was just in 
January. It was arranged shortly 
afterwards.

game after the winter shut-down.  
It was a great crowd because 
it was freezing at the time. We 
played a medley of Auld Lang 
Syne, Carnival de Paris and the 
Maribor anthem.  

‘The crowd were right up for 
it and were singing and dancing 
along – there was even publicity 
about us appearing before the 
match when they were advertis-
ing the game.’

Before the game, their reputa-
tion was such that they got to 
meet the club’s sporting director, 
Slovenia’s most successful foot-
baller, former Porto, Valencia 

his country, scoring 35 goals – a 
national record.

The band didn’t limit them-

selves to the Maribor stadium 
though. As well as playing gigs 
at the Grand Hotel Primus and 
on the main stage at the carnival, 
APB squeezed a month’s worth 
of gigs throughout Ptuj in just a 
week. 

Part of their schedule also saw 
them demonstrating their skills 
to a school with children ranging 
from two to 16 years of age.

Add to that regular busking 
forays by day and night in the 
streets and bars and in such 
venues as a specially converted 
Trabant clown car and a four 
seater bicycle - all with different 
themes and costume changes - 
and  you can see why APB found 
it an exhausting, but rewarding 
experience.

They are now considering 
an invite to return in the near 
future.

to see videos of their Slovenian 
experience, search for APB - Ab-
surdist Pipe Band - on Facebook 
and Youtube.

APB warm the crowd with their unique sound at NK Maribor’s first match of 2011. From left are, Rab 
Woods, Rob Welsh and Stephen McNally.

The crowd were 
right up for it.
band member        
Rab Woods

OBAN CADETS joined their 
Argyll counterparts in Arrochar 

skills and learn how to handle a 

The 38 youngsters brushed 
up on their navigation skills 
and parading prowess during a 
training weekend in Arrochar.

The teenagers competed to be 
the smartest cadets on parade 
and challenged their older 
volunteers to a game of unihoc.

The cadets will meet again in 
June where they will go ‘green’, 

concealment, moving without 
being detected, cooking outside 
and living out under canvas.

Argyll cadets 
gather at Arrochar

North Connel 
guides unveil 
special plaque
GIRL GUIDES in North Connel 
have celebrated the Girlguiding’s 
Centenary year with a special 
pebble plaque.

The plaque, a wooded 
sculpture in the shape of the 100 
logo, features a pebble col-
lected from each member of the 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, 
Senior Section and leaders from 
the North Lorn district.

The plaque, which has been 
placed in Connel Church garden, 
was erected last week.

Girls from Loch Awe, Taynuilt, 
Connel, Dunbeg and North 
Connel gathered at the garden for 
a special dedication ceremony, 

and treasure hunt.
North Lorn district commis-

sioner Sheena Dodman said: ‘We 
would like to extend a grateful 
thanks to Rev G Cringles and the 
Kirk Session of Connel Church 
for allowing us to place this 
symbol of our celebrations in the 
garden.’

The guide group also thanked 
Charlie Campbell, Neil Jordan, 
Archie Campbell and Andrew 
Davies for helping to make the 
plaque.

come to aid of 
threatened otters
OTTERS in Wester Ross are to 
have their own road signs in a bid 
to avoid them being killed on the 

bad weather had threatened to 
stall the installation.

Eye-level 

at otter eye-level on a stretch of 
road at Lochluichart in Wester 
Ross with Skye-based Inter-
national Otter Survival Fund 
(IOSF) working with Highland 
Council on the project.

on Skye had helped cut otter 
casualties. Vehicle headlights 

light puts otters off crossing the 
road.

The charity provided the ma-

terials and staff from Highland 
Council’s transport department 
carried out the work.

Dr Paul Yoxon, of IOSF, said: 
‘Over the past couple of years 
otters have been killed crossing 
the road at night near Lochlui-
chart, and having had success in 

black-spot crossing on Skye, 
the IOSF discussed this solution 
to the problem with Highland 
Council.

‘We’re delighted that the 
Highland Council have now fol-
lowed-through. 

‘This initiative will certainly 
help this popular and charismatic 
mammal continues to thrive 
in this small corner of Wester 
Ross.’



FOR SALE
Derek Wilson Carrier Services

Haulage Business
SELLING AS A GOING CONCERN

Successful and long established (28 years)
Covering many Islands, 

Glasgow, Oban and Argyll areas.

Plenty of scope for expansion with 
a large customer base.

Ideally situated premises in Oban

Genuine enquiries to 
07919390888

West Coast property service

Please telephone 0141 5335303 or 07549892629
or email: alexeritrea1@yahoo.co.uk

for further details and to arrange viewing.

Pulpit Drive, Oban
3 bedroom detached house 
In beautiful, secluded cul de sac 
but also close to town centre. 
• Lawn to front
• Easily maintained sunny garden with patio to rear.
• 3 spacious bedrooms
• D/Glazed 
• Beautiful views from upstairs windows.

Offers over 
£160,000

West Coast property service
For more information www.rowanbanksteading.co.uk

Rowanbank Steading with Adjacent Plot
Lochaline

Unique Development opportunity, 
Steading with courtyard and 
adjacent plot of land situated in 
Lochaline. Overlooking the beautiful 
island of Mull, outline Planning 
Permission has been granted for a 
new dwelling on each plot.

TO LET
3 Bedroom 

Detached House
Glenmoidart, 

20 mins from Acharacle
 Stunning secluded location

Would suit retired couple
 £600pcm + C/Tax & 

Utilities

Tel: 01434 320261

3 BEDROOM 

SEMI-DETACHED 

HOUSE
AVAILABLE FOR LONG LET 

IN FURNACE AREA
PARTLY FURNISHED.

NO DSS NO SMOKERS AND 

NO DOGS

£350 pcm + C/Tax & Bills

PHONE 01499 302051 

EVENINGS AFTER 6PM

Argyll Otter Ferry 

2 Bed unfurnished 
Bungalow on 

Loch Fyne
Available on Long let

Tighnabruich 12 mls, 

Dunoon 24mls

Glasgow Airport 1hr 

40mins.

Ref essential £380 pcm
Tel: 01700 821220

TO LET: 3 bed, detached, 
completely renovated, 

furnished house in 
Tighnabruaich, Argyll, 
with views over the 

Kyles of Bute.
Sleeps 5. 

One bathroom and one 
shower room. 

Easy reach of village.

£595 per month, plus council 
tax and bills.

T: 020 7010 8911

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

COMMERCIAL

Albany Street, Oban

Period negotiable
Contact: Simmers & Co Albany Chambers, 

Albany Street Oban Tel: 01631 562169

bellingram.co.uk

Fixed Price 
£249,000

Easily maintained bungalow with extensive accommodation including 
three bedrooms (1 en-suite), conservatory and extra large utility room.   

Large garden with abundant wildlife. Vehicle turning and parking area.  
Suitable family home or island retreat.  Excellent walk in condition.  
Carpets, curtains, furniture and white goods available.

uninterrupted sea loch views.

TO LET

_______________________________

Enquiries & information: 

ROOM TO LET

in terraced 

house, situated in 

Lochgilphead, quiet 

area, with off  road 

parking.

Would suit 

professional person.

References preferred.

Tel: 01546 606515 
or 07979 721480

PRICING OPTIONS

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

West Coast property service
For more information or to arrange a viewing call 01631 568000

Offers Over £140,000

• 3 bedrooms (1 en-suite)
• Entrance hall, Lounge, Kitchen 
 with Dining area, Bathroom 

• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating 
• Off street parking
•  Garden and front and rear

The Greens
Soroba Road, Oban
Semi detached 3 bedroom property in a central location, close 
to shops. Excellent local bus service.

EXA
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E
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e a viewing call 0

140,000
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The Greens
Soroba Road, Oban

West Coast property service

Offers Over £140,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01631 568000

Semi detached 3 bedroom property in 
a central location, close to shops.
• 3 bedrooms (1 en-suite)
• Entrance hall, Lounge,
 Kitchen with Dining area,
 Bathroom 

• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating 

•  Garden and front and rear
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MPL
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EXAroper

er £140,000
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viewing call 01631
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offer exclusive to re-sale property only

3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £220

3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £340

The Greens
Soroba Road, Oban
Semi detached 3 bedroom property in a 
central location, close to shops. 
Excellent local bus service.

West Coast property service

• 3 bedrooms (1 en-suite)
• Entrance hall, Lounge, Kitchen 
 with Dining area, Bathroom 

• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating 
• Off street parking
•  Garden and front and rear

Offers Over £140,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01631 568000

EXA
M

EXAroper
AM

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £280

effect every landlord – and failure 

and a ban on renting property for up 

The Private Rented Housing Bill 
(PRHB) gives more powers to local au-
thorities to tackle any landlord who fails 
to live up to stringent responsibilities to 
tenants and communities.

As a result of the slowing housing 
market in Argyll and Bute and the 

time buyers are looking to the Private 
Rented Sector as a solution to their 
housing situation. 

It is the landlords’ responsibility to 
ensure their rental properties meet 
the current Repairing Standard.  They 
must ensure that regular electrical 
safety inspections are made, and that 
their properties have a valid Energy 

nishings that meet the current Fire 

Safety Regulations and have adequate 
Smoke Alarm provision. 

Property management company 
– West Lettings, does all the hard work 
for landlords.

Nicola MacPhail, manager and part-
ner, said:

‘Tenants deserve to live in a property 
that meets these basic standards. At 
West Lettings we ensure that every 
property rented through us is up to 
these standards and is maintained in 
good condition.

We ensure all our landlords’ properties 
meet the required legislation through 
our Full Management Package.

For instance most landlords know they 
must register with the Council, but few 
know about having a valid EPC for their 
property and ensuring any furnishings 

regulations. We are able to take care of 
all this for our landlords. We take all the 
hassle out of renting property.’

P.O.A

(Oars, pump, repair kit – unused)
Galvanised launch trolley

4hp Yamaha Outboard (FSH)
Ideal tender/run about/starter 

pack for learner.

To view 
Tel: 01770 (Arran) 

820366

10FT WALKER BAY 
R.I.D

£15,950

1979 bilge keeled GRP sloop. 
28h.p. diesel (new 2004), 
GPS autopilot, VHF, depth 

sounder, dinghy. 
Ready for cruising.

Telephone: 
01631 566110 or 

07776301303

COLVIC 
SAILER 30

2

ALBINA

OIRO £5,000

1932 Historic converted lifeboat, 35 ft 10 ft beam, two-masted 
junk-rigged, six berths, galley and heads, 4 cylinder Parsons Pike 

Marine Diesel. Requires TLC., wintering ashore Barcaldine.

Tel: 01631 720228
2

1980 COBRAMOULD FIN KEELED 
LEISURE 29. 6 BERTH

£16,000

Good Condition, new roller furling 2008, new blakes lavac 2008, large raymarine chartplotter 
2009, st2000 autopilot 2009, Pansey charcoal heater, Two mainsails, storm jib, dingy, Tiller 
steered. Volvo MD7. Compass, depth sounder, GMDSS VHF, 2 Anchors, Sprayhood, Fenders, 

Loafer, Spinnaker. Afloat Oban.
Tel: 07901 553738/01631 570172 2

SAILING TIMES
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FLAT TO RENT
CLOSE TO OBAN TOWN CENTRE

1 BEDROOM FULLY FURNISHED
PRIVATE PARKING
AVAILABLE APRIL

£450 pcm + Bills
No D.S.S. or Pets

TEL: 01631 562318



Buyers should note where standardised 
silhouettes are used they do not accurately 

represent the vehicle being sold
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales
Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB

Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470
VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

I am delighted with the response I have had since 
I started to advertise my used cars for sale with the 
Oban Times Newspaper.
On average I have been receiving four to five calls 
for each car on a weekly basis.

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

CAR OF THE WEEK
2001 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Ltr
£1850.00
Mot and Service at time of purchase

£2600 o.n.o.

6 speed box,
2001, red, 5 door estate, alloy wheels
93000 miles, electric windows, heated 

seats, new tyres all round, 
great car very economical.

Telephone: 
01852 300484

VOLKSWAGEN 
GOLF 2.0 TDI

£7500

Excellent condition!!
All accessories included 
and end shower unit.

Non smokers and no pets.

Telephone: 
07748763426

2 BERTH CAMEO 495 
SL CARAVAN 2005

WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, 
Daihatsus,

any 4 x 4, also 
considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures
Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020

3

£2500 o.n.o.

2004, 3 Door Hatchback, Silver, Petrol, 
Manual, Sports seats, Lumbar support, 
Body coloured bumpers, 2 new tyres 

and exhaust. Many extras, good clean 
car inside and out. Cheap to run.

More pics: 
Text 07917 693633.

VAUXHALL ASTRA, 
1.6 SXI TWINPORT

2

£1300 o.n.o.

Orvis, LPG converted, 75,000 
miles, 10 months MOT, 4 
months tax, 4wd, leather 
seats, FSH, Air Con, Trip 

computer, Good Condition.

Telephone: 
07865 088324

JEEP
CHEROKEE

2

£3400

53plate, 5 doors, 46,000 
miles, MOT & Tax Sept, alloys, 

Elec windows & mirrors,
Air Con, CD player, 

Good all round condition.
Lady owner.

Telephone: 
07771 541578

SUBARU IMPREZA 
2.0GX SPORT

2

£3495 o.v.n.o.

110 SE Dropside Tipper 
Di 2488cc 84798 miles

MOT-09-2011, 1 Owner. 
3 Seater, 1852kg payload.

Telephone: 
07590914558

52 PLATE NISSAN 
CABSTAR

2

£3650 o.n.o.

1400cc petrol, 2006, 
MOT Nov, 2011, 

6 months Tax, 47,000 miles, 
Service History, VGC.

Telephone: 
07920 198459 

(after 6pm)

PEUGEOT
206 VERVE

£4250 o.n.o.

ALL WEATHER
70,000 miles, 

MOT Dec ’11, taxed, FSH.

Telephone: 
07766 418522 

(Oban)

SUBARU 
FORESTER 2.0E

£1200

02 plate, 
taxed until July 2011, 
MOT’d until Jan 2012.

Telephone: 
01586 552341

VAUXHALL 
VECTRA

£1995 o.v.n.o.

03 plate, one years MOT 
and 6 months road tax, 

70,000 miles, good 
condition in and out.

Contact
07760 487907

VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.2, ELEGANCE

£7495

95000 miles, FSH, tax June 2011, 
MOT Feb 2012. 5 seater, LWB, high 

top, curtains, lined interior and 
swivel passenger seat. 2002 reg. 
Perfect for a conversion or work.

Telephone: 
07795234463
Fort William

VW TRANSPORTER 
T4 2.5TDI

LUXURY STATIC 
CARAVAN FOR SALE

£11,500 o.n.o.

Cosalt Monaco Super 2000/6 berth, 38’ x 12’ 

2 bedrooms (one with en-suite WC and basin).  
Spacious shower room.  Open plan lounge/din-

ing area with two immaculate sofas and matching 
armchair. Feature fireplace.  Free standing dining 
suite.  Large Newhome cooker.  Full central heat-

ing and UPVC double glazing.  Little used and 
high standard of finish throughout.  Comfortable 

accommodation, currently sited in Lorn

Telephone 01631 720423 
for further details. 2

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 
WARRIOR

£7500

5dr special ed, black, black leather, 18” alloys, electric seats 
windows mirrors, tinted windows, tow bar, mot march 2012, 

tax june, 72000 miles, fsh, excellent condition inside and out, 
first to see will buy.

Tel: 07771 778078 2

Open for offers

Colour red, 
automatic gear 
box, MOT until 

July, road tax until 
end of February 

2012, first 
registered 1997.

Telephone: 
01880 820213 or 

07887 837247

ROVER 
600

2

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
10 Renault Grande Modus Dynamique, 1.2 TCi, blue, 7,900 miles ..£9,850
10 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0 DCI 150, Grey, 2500 miles ................£15,350
10 Renault Clio Dyn, TomTom, 1.2, 3Dr, Black, 4750 miles .............£9,250
10 Renault Twingo, 1.2 Exp, 3Dr, Silver, 450 miles ...........................£7,750
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 12,000 miles .............£10,795
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 18,000 miles...................£9,750
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£14,995
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 12,650 Miles ....................................... £8,500
08 Nissan Note Tekna, Auto, 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 18,000 Miles ..............£6,850
08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,550
57 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2 TCE, 5Dr, Black, 18,000 miles ..................£6,750
07 Renault Megane Extreme 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, Silver, 18000,  ....£5,650
07 Renault Scenic Dyn, DCI 106, Silver, 26,500 Miles .....................£6,950
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 Miles ...............................£4,950
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles .......................£9,995
59 Peugeot 207s HDI90, Hatchback, 5Dr, Blue, 4300 Miles ............£9,495
54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350
04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£3,250

COMMERCIALS

57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...................... £8,000 + vat
54 Ford transit Connect L200 TD, 55,000 Miles, White .. £3850 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

All 4 wheel drive 
vehicles, Hi Lux, 

Land Cruiser, Land 
Rover, Mitsubishi 

etc, Pick Ups,
2 and 4 door, 1990 
–2010, High Miles, 

any condition, 
Immediate Payment 

and Collection.

Telephone: 
07703 490572

WANTED

VOLVO 
V50 S (06)

£6900

Grey, Diesel
Excellent condition

80,000 miles

Tel: 01631 570060

£2400 o.n.o.

3 dr, 2004 reg with 
88800 miles. Serviced 

every 7000 miles. 
Full years MOT 

and 6 months tax.
Telephone: 

07872927817

FORD FOCUS 
ST 170

1.6HDI
JUST SERVICED
YEARS M.O.T

FRESH CLEAN VAN
WITH ONLY 37208 MILES 

ON CLOCK.

TEL:
HAMILTON BROS

01586 553031

CITROEN
BERLINGO VAN

Plate Model Derivative Miles Fuel Trans Colour Retail Price
08 / 08 FORESTER 2.0 XS (150 PS)
05 / 05 IMPREZA 2.0 GX 4 DOOR
57 / 07 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX-STI RB320 PPP 4 DOOR
04 / 04 IMPREZA 2.0 WRX-STI WR1 PPP 4 DOOR
53 / 03 IMPREZA 2.0 WRX-STI TYPE UK 4 DOOR
06 / 06 IMPREZA 2.0 WRX-STI TYPE UK 4 DOOR
06 / 06 IMPREZA 2.0 R 5 DOOR
59 / 09 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX-STI 330S 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
56 / 06 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX 5 DOOR
03 / 03 IMPREZA 2.0 WRX 4 DOOR
08 / 08 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX-STI TYPE UK 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
53 / 03 IMPREZA 2.0 WRX-STI TYPE UK 4 DOOR
08 / 08 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX-STI TYPE UK 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
04 / 04 IMPREZA 2.0 WRX-STI TYPE UK 4 DOOR
07 / 07 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX-STI RB320 PPP 4 DOOR
08 / 08 IMPREZA 1.5 RX 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
08 / 08 IMPREZA 2.0 RX 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
08 / 08 IMPREZA 2.5 WRX 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
51 / 01 LEGACY 2.0 GL 4 DOOR
58 / 08 LEGACY 2.0D RE SPORTS TOURER
07 / 07 OUTBACK 2.5 SE
55 / 05 OUTBACK 3.0R
03 / 03 OUTBACK 3.0 H6
05 / 05 OUTBACK 2.5 SE
53 / 04 RODEO PICKUP 3.0TD DOUBLE CAB DENVER
55 / 05 RODEO PICKUP 3.0 CRD DOUBLE CAB DENVER MAX LE
54 / 05 TROOPER 3.0 TD DUTY SWB 
58 / 08 TRIBECA 3.0 SE5

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.uk

Tel: 01292 880080/880440 for more details on 
any of our cars in stock

The UK’s No.1 Subaru Dealer

£4590 o.n.o.

TDI DIESEL
T&T, 2 new tyres, 
FSH, 71k Miles

Good Condition. 
Brilliant Car. Needs to sell.

Telephone: 
07827 777 875

(Arran)

SKODA FABIA 
VRS 1.9

£16,000 o.n.o.

2L Turbo Diesel, 5 Berth, 2004, 18,800 
miles, MOT March, 2012, Cooker, 
Fridge, Gas CH, Shower, Toilet, 

TV & DVD, full Awning, 
Immaculate condition.

Telephone: 01397 702621 
or 07810 858150

(Fort William)

FIAT DUCATO MCLOUIS 
410 MOTORHOME

SKODA OCTAVIA 
ESTATE 02 

£1500 o.n.o.

2.0 litre petrol – taxed, MOT 6 months - 
good condition with tow bar

Oban area Tel: 07771 663588



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•WINDOW BLINDS

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.

of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

•PLUMBING & HEATING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

      SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS AND CURTAINS
 • Tracks & Poles
 • Complete fitting service
    • Free Estimates

•CARAVANS

CARAVANS FOR SALE
TRALEE BAY HOLIDAY PARK

Off-site Sales – Ex-Hire Fleet
2007 28 x 12 Willerby £7,400

Choice of 3 

On-Site Sales
2008 38 x 12 Caravan £28,000 

(Pond Location)
New 38 x 12  Caravan £33,000 

(Sea View)

Tralee Bay Holiday Park
01631 720255 or 720217

tralee@easynet.co.uk     www.tralee.com

PERSONALS

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...

READ...
INVERNESS
UNCOVERED
Mairi 
Hedderwick 
on
Katie Morag
UNBEATABLE
SPRING
BREAKS
How our 
seabeds 
are being 
wrecked
PERTHSHIRE’S BOAR & 
BEAVER COLONY
What really happened at 
Bannockburn?
10 GREAT UNSOLVED SCOTS 
MYSTERIES 

WIN...
AMAZING MOTHER’S DAY PRIZE: Treat your 
mum this Mother’s Day with a luxury 
Scottish Field hamper full of goodies 
from some of Scotland’s finest suppliers 
- worth £700

www.scottishfield.co.uk

A luxury weekend break in Inverness

Thursday 7 April, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

“This saith the Lord; Behold, 
I set before you the way of 
life, and the way of death.”

He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.

Do you know as Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ?

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

Happy 30th Birthday
LOUISE

Love all the girls
xxx

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

CARVED OAK 
BEDROOM SUITE 
dressing table, double 
wardrobe, tallboy, twin 
single beds, all matching,  

CHEST OF DRAWERS 
good condition,  £150 ono 

DRESSING TABLE 
Edwardian Inlaid Mahogany,  

GRANDFATHER CLOCK 
brass face,  £400ono 

POT CUPBOARD good 

TUB CHAIR leather,  
£49.99 ono Telephone 

WASH STAND good 
condition,  £100ono 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
PINK JVC MP3 CAR CD 
PLAYER with aux pink 
JVC KD-SC401 car CD 
player, as new in box, MP3 
compatible with auxiliary, 
ready for DAB adapter,  

005143.

 BICYCLES
BICYCLE LIFT for use in 
garage etc, never used,  £10 

CYCLING SHOES 
with cleats, size 7 good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 

 BOOKS
DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
BOOK Trials of life hard 
back signed by author.  
Slight damp damage, 
otherwise good condition,  

753751.

 BUILDING / DIY
MYFORD SUPER 7 
LATHE 3 & 4 Jaws, 
chucks, face plate, collets, 
change speed wheels, 
dividing head with 1 & 2 
plates,  £1200 Telephone 

NATURAL SLATE 
FLOOR TILES 300 x 300 

areas. Approx 40m2 @ £12 

PORTACABIN AND 
COLD STORE bargain 
£1,500 for both, Isle of 

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ROOF BARS pair of Paddy 
Hopkirk Roof Bars, hardly 

WHEEL TRIMS two Astra 
wheel trims,  £10 Telephone 

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

JOILES SWEATSHIRT 
TOP blue and white multi 

rpr £30,  £15 Telephone 

JOILES SWEATSHIRT 
TOP pink and white 
multi stripe.  Age 7 good 
condition rpr £30,  £10 

TRESPASS SKI SUIT all 
in one with matching hat, 
age 2/3.  Light blue/ grey, 

720073.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

2 BREAD MACHINES 
1 boxed, 1 not,  £20 both 

AGA COOKER green, 

lids, serviced every year, 
v good condition, offers.  

DISHWASHER Bosch Full 
Size Dishwasher.  Excellent 
condition. ,  £40 Telephone 

ELECTRIC COOKER 
four rings, grill and oven, 
good condition,  £49.99 

HOSTESS TROLLEY In 

710031.
H O T P O I N T 
DISHWASHER in good 
working order,  £49.99 

LPG GAS COOKER 
4 rings, 2 ovens, grill, 
good condition,  £100.00 

SMALL FRIDGE four 
shelves plus veg box, 
good condition,  £49.99 

TUMBLE DRYER Creda 
good condition,  £30 

 DOMESTIC PETS
BEARDED COLLIE 2 year 
old, male, Freddie, free 
to understanding owner, 
willing to retrain.  Contact 
Christina Cass.  Telephone 

BLACK LABRADOR 
PUPPIES KC Registered, 
wormed, bitches and dogs 
available. Parents can be 
seen, ready April 27th.  

ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL Puppies, liver 
and white, two dogs, two 
bitches, KC registered 
and insured, vet checked, 
wormed, both sire and dame 
excellent temperament.  

FREE TO A GOOD HOME 
female black cat needs new 
home due to change in 
circumstances.  Telephone 

KC REGISTERED BLACK 
LABRADOR Pups wormed 
and vet checked, from 
excellent working stock, 
last few left, ready 1st April.  

TWO ALL BLACK CATS 
(Brother and Sister) free to 
a new home due to change 
in circumstances, must go 
together.  Telephone 07771 

 EQUESTRIAN
R E G I S T E R E D 
HIGHLAND MARE 
Grey dun 13.2. 5 yrs old. 
Numerous in hand show 
wins. Quiet to ride, shoe, 

552773.
TB & WELSH COB MARE 
14.2, beautiful forward 
going and fun, excellent 
at all PC activities, useful 
17 year old, good home 
only,  £2,000 negotiable 

Email ar@arimell.com

 FIREARMS
AYA 12 GAUGE 
SHOTGUN Side by Side, 
Old, but in good condition, 

only,  £175 ono Telephone 

BRNO .22 RIFLE with 

Only,  £150 Telephone 

MOSSBERG SHOTGUN 

Magnum, ideal fox gun, 

 FURNITURE
‘METRO’ MID-SLEEPER 
BED beech effect - 3 
steps up to bed, wardrobe, 
cupboard, 3 drawers, 
working area with pull out 

1 SINGLE BED solid pine 

720073.
2 ROCKING CHAIRS 
upholstered,  £35 Telephone 

3 CORNER CABINET 
genuine antique, top 
section, 2 shelves and base 
shelf, Tudor glass front, 
enclosed section below, 
original locks and keys, vg 
condition,  £250 Telephone 

30S COCKTAIL 
CABINET walnut wood, 
good condition,  £49.99 

ALSTONS ARMCHAIR 

terracotta, bun feet, in 
very good condition,  £30 

ALSTONS SOFA Alstons 

sofa, terracotta, bun feet, 
very comfortable, excellent 
condition,  £49.99 Telephone 

BED SETTEE SUITE light 

BEDSIDE CABINET 
classic pine effect with three 
drawers and wooden feet.  
Taynuilt, buyer collect,  £10 

BEDSIDE DRAWER 
UNITS oak veneer, 2 no. 3 

cm high 44cm deep, in fair 
condition,  £40 Telephone 

BOOKCASE small, modern,  

CHAISE LONGUE size 
approx 5ft x 2ft, vgc.  
Lochgilphead,  £150 

COFFEE TABLE unusual 
1970s large coffee table H 

table top tiled in blue/black/
cream pattern, can email 
photos,  £10 Telephone 
07795 244979.

DOUBLE DIVANS 
complete with unused 
luxury deep memory foam 
mattresses, plus headboards, 
all brand new, still in 

will accept £250 delivered. 

FOLDING BED in great 
condition,  £19 Telephone 

Hours.
KING SIZE BED substantial 
heavy solid pine, antique 

Taynuilt, buyer collect,  

LOW CIRCULAR TABLE 
solid dark wood,  £9 

PEMBROKE TABLE small 
mahogany table with 2 
drop leafs and drawer,  £45 

SINGLE BEDSTEAD 
(Argos Canterbury) 
traditional bed frame with 

black, mattress included, 
as new.  Taynuilt, buyer 
collect,  £40 Telephone 

SINGLE DIVAN good clean 

TEAK DINNING TABLE 

and 4 upholstered chairs,  

CHAIRS Lochgilphead,  
£10 each Telephone 07775 

TWO RED SOFAS (seats 
3 on each) 2 red maxi sofas 
for sale, from Reids, in 
good, used condition. Really 
comfy couches!!,  £49.99 

TWO SEATER SOFA blue 
fabric, traditional rounded 
arms, two loose seat 
cushions, mint condition.  
Taynuilt, buyer collect,  £40 

 GARDEN MACHINERY
MAXTRA 4HP PETROL 
ROTAVATOR year old, 
in a new condition,  £150 

 GENERATORS
DIESEL GENERATOR 
Mecc alte spa 50K VA 3 
phase, gauges and switch 
gear, £300 ono, Isle of Mull. 

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
LADIES PRO FIRNESS 
DUMBBELL tree set,  £12 

REEBOK MINI STEPPER 
,  £30 Telephone 07771 

V-FIT AB ROLLER for 
toning your Abdominal 
muscles,  £15 Telephone 

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

remote,  £20 Telephone 

 HOME OFFICE
FILING CABINET 4 
drawer,  £19 Telephone 

Hours.
OFFICE DESK modern, as 

PLAN CHEST metal, 
vertical hanging,  £9 

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

CAMP BED canvas on 
tubular frame dissembles to 

 LIVESTOCK
BORDER COLLIE 
PUPPIES off working 
registered parents, 5 male, 1 
female, ready end of April. 

COLLIE PUPS work or pet, 
excellent temperament, born 
February 24.  Telephone 

GENUINE BLACK ROCK 
PULLETS Genuine Black 
Rock pullets, free range 
reared in Benderloch.  

PIGS 3yr old, Cross 
Tamworth Sows, good 
breeders and easy handled,  
£50 each Telephone 07771 

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
OAR ,  £49.99 Telephone 

SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
1.5hp, short shaft, good 
condition/runner, plus 
spares.  Also Avon brackets,  

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

2 CANOE HELMETS 
good condition,  £5 each 

FISHING TACKLE 1 

order, can hold 10 -20lb line, 
Oban, £5 and  10 mackerel 
traces and case £10, will sell 
separate.  Telephone 07747 

KIDS CLIMBING FRAME 
extendable climbing frame, 
will need just a few new 
bolts as original have 
sheared. Free to good home.  

PEUGEOT 17INCH 
MOUNTAIN BIKE purple, 
with 21 gears, in very good 
condition! Looking for £50 
but open to offers,  £49.99 

 PET ACCESSORIES
HOODED CAT BED and 
accessories,  £15 Telephone 

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by the 
box, ideal for copiers, lasers 
and fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
For your prize draw, 
numbered and perforated 
to your requirements. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 

 TRAILERS
RYDER TRAILER 
LIGHTING BOARD 4½ft, 
new still in wrapping,  £10 

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals. 



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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MEMORIALS

RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF 

FRIENDS,
LOCHABER AND 
LORN MEETING.
Meeting for Worship 

on the Second Sunday 
of each month.

11am at Port Appin 
Public Hall.

All welcome.
Bring and share meal 

afterwards.

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 10 April 2011

Passion Sunday
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline,
Mull

Holy Eucharist ...........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...........08.00
Evensong ...................20.00

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday
Oban High School 

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 10 April 2011
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

DIAMOND WEDDING

Photo by Perfect Images
Dr & Mrs W G Thomson (Mabel and Bill), Craignure, 

Isle of Mull, celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary at Manor House Hotel with all their 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

BIRTHS
CADZOW -To James and 
Nicola a daughter, Myla, 
born  March 21, 2011 at 
Queen Charlottes Hospital, 
London.

MACLEAN - Harry and 
Carol MacLean, Tobermory, 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Elin, born February 25, 
2011. Grateful thanks to 
everyone for the cards and 
gifts received.

DEATHS
BALLANTINE – Joan 
(Udy), aged 95 years, 
formerly of Kilewnan 
Cottage, Fintry and 
Kinnear Road, Edinburgh, 
passed away peacefully at 

on April 1, 2011.  Beloved 
wife of the late Matthew 
(Fries) Ballantine and much 
loved mother to Lallie and 
Gillie; grandmother to Neil; 
Tamara; Torquil; Nigel and 
Joanna.  Funeral service at 
Warriston Crematorium, 
Cloister Chapel, Warriston 
Rd, Edinburgh on Friday, 
April 8, 2011, at 3.30pm. 

donation to the RNLI would 
be appreciated. 
CARMICHAEL – Peacefully 
at home, in Tayvallich, 
Argyll, on Tuesday, March 
29, 2011, Barrie Agnes 
Dickie (née Lawson), 
beloved wife of the late 
James, much loved mother 
of Donald, James and John, 
loving mother-in-law to 
Christina, friend to Jude and 
a loved and loving granny to 
Bruce and Morven.  Funeral 
service at Tayvallich Parish 
Church, on Monday. April 
11, at 1pm, thereafter to 
Carsaig Cemetery, arriving 

only please.  Donations, 
if desired, will be taken at 
church, in favour of Marie 
Curie and the Macmillan 
Nurses.
DANSKIN - Peacefully at 
home on March 31, 2011, 
in his 70th year, James 
Danskin, beloved husband 
of Margaret, dear father of 
Iain and Stuart, much loved 
Grandpa of Alistair, Aoife, 
Andrew and Eoin, Sadly 
missed.
FRASER – Peacefully at 
home on Thursday, March 
31, 2011, Neil Alexander 
Fraser of 129 Blarmhor 
Road, Caol.  Funeral service 
on Friday, April 8, at 2pm at 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church, thereafter to 
Kilmallie Cemetery.  All 
friends and family are 
respectfully invited.  
Donations if so desired to 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church.
MATHESON - Peacefully 
and at home with her family 
around her, on Friday  April 
1, 2011, in her 79th year, 
Peggy (Margaret), much 
loved wife of the late Kenny, 
devoted mother to Kenneth, 
Hamish, Karen and Iona, 
treasured granny, dearly 
loved sister, mother-in-law 
and sister-in-law.  Sorely 
missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
HUNTER - The family of 
the late Margaret Hunter 
would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks to the many 
people who sent cards and 
offered their condolences at 
this sad time. Our mother was 
a loving mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother and 
will be sadly missed by all 
who knew her. Special thanks 
go to Ewen and John for 
their sensitive arrangements, 
also to Rev Corbett for his 
lovely service and to all 
the staff at Moss Park  for 
being so good to our mum.
The day the Lord 
hath given is endeth.
- Eddie, Catherine and Roddy.
xxx
SWEENEY – Evan, Hughie, 
Helene, Fiona, Jamie and 
Eilidh would like to thank 
everyone for their cards, 
calls and kind expressions of 
sympathy following the recent 
loss of Mary.  Special thanks 

to all those who assisted and 
attended her at her home in 
Ford Spence Court, to all at 
Connel Surgery and the district 
nurses, to Father Fraser for 
his comforting Mass and to 
Hamish Hoey and family for 
funeral arrangements.  Also 
thanks to Emma Law for her 
piping at the graveside.  The 
generous sum of £773.85 was 
raised for Ford Spence Court. 

IN MEMORIAM
ANDERSON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, gran 
and great gran, Mary Hay, 
passed away April 6,1999.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Seonaid, Kenny and family.
BENNETT – Precious 
memories of my darling 
daughter and sister Angela, 
who passed away on April 7, 
2010.
If tears could build a stairway
And memories a lane
We would walk right up to 
heaven
And bring you home again.
Love you always
- Mum and Heather x 
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
Margaret, who died
April 6, 1991.
I love and miss you everyday.
- Jimmy. 
Forever in our thoughts.
- Iain, Heather, Craig and 
Laura. 
Loved and remembered each 
passing day.
- Shona, John, Jamie and 
Nicola.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Alastair Cameron 
who passed away on the
 April 10, 2006.
 Sadly missed and always 
remembered.
- Ann,Sandy,Bernard,Sean 
and Natasha.
CLARK – Remembering 

George who died April 7, 
2006.
I will always love you.
- Jackie
CLARK – In loving memory 
of my darling son and brother 
George Clark died April 7, 
2006.
We can’t get over losing you
And know we never will
Within our hearts you will 
always stay
Love and miss you every day 
- Your loving Mum and 
Family. 
LAURIE - In memory of 
Bobby a dear husband, father 
and grandfather, who died 
April 6, 2004.
Loved and remembered.
- Isobel and family, 
Lochaline.
MACARTHUR - With 
loving memories of our 
mother, Morag, who passed 
away on April 6, 1991. The 
years may have passed but 
you’re always in our thought.
 - Lorna and Neil XXXX

MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Alister, passed 
away April 1, 1982 and 
Martha, April 13, 2003.
Time may pass and fade away
But love and memories 
forever stay.
- Alister and Angus, Cath and 
family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Isabel, died April 
5, 2010, much loved sister, 
sister in law, aunt and great 
aunt.
Always in our thoughts.
Sadly missed
- Janet, Charlie & family.
MACDONALD - 
Remembering with love our 
dear Aunt Mary, who died 
April 12, 2010.
Sadly missed.
- Sine, Marie and families.
MACKAY – Treasured 
memories of Ian, who passed 
away on April 8, 2008
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us 
everyday
Paul, Mairi-Clare and Louise.
MACLENNAN - Precious 
memories of our parents and 
grandparents, John, who died 
on April 3, 1984 and Cathie, 
on April 11, 1989.
Both too special to forget.
- Their son Ewen, daughter in 
law Rosemary and grandsons 
Ewen and Ross, Spean 
Bridge.
MACLENNAN - In loving 
memory of our dear parents 
and grandparents, John, who 
died April 3, 1984 and Cathie, 
who died April 11, 1989.
Time passes, precious 
memories remain.
- Inserted by daughter, 
Catherine, son-in-law, John 
and family, Craobhag, Spean 
Bridge.
McCAMLEY - In fond re-
membrance of Joan (nee 
Matheson), a loving and 
loved wife, mother and gran 
who died at Edinburgh 1 
April 2004.
Happy and smiling
Always content
Loved and respected
Wherever you went
Always willing, thoughtful 
and kind
What beautiful memories 
you left behind
Bill and all the family
McKELVIE – In everlasting 
memory of Captain David M 
McKelvie, a Master Mariner 
and Director of British 
Shipping on the anniversary 
of his passing a decade ago 
on April 6, 2001.
Loved and remembered 
always by all the family, 
friends and colleagues at 
home and abroad.  Also all 
those gone before.
- Inserted by Lily, 
Goldenacre, North Connel.

McPHEE – In memory of 
my husband, father, father-
in-law and granda Willie 
who died April 8, 2005.
If tears could build a 
stairway
And memories a lane
I’d walk right up to Heaven
And bring you home again.
-His wife Margaret and 
family
MARTIN - Teasured 
memories of our dear son 
Neil, died, April 10, 1996.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mum, Dad and family, 
Garelochhead.
PATERSON – In loving 
memory of a dear son and 
brother Nab (Alec) who 
died April 7, 2006.
Someday somehow I know 
not when
Along God’s golden shore I 
hold you in
My broken heart and cry for 
you
I put my arms around you 
Nab
And kiss your smiling face
Then this broken heart will
Fall back into place.
- Love Mam, Willie, Janet, 
Marion.
PATERSON – In loving 
memory of a loving brother, 
brother-in-law uncle Nab 
(Alec) who died April 7, 
2006.
Did the sun shine brighter or 
was the sky a deeper blue
Was it just a different world
When we shared our lives 
with you
Forever is a long time this 
we know is true
But that’s how long our 
broken hearts
Will love and yearn for 
you.
- Love Curly and Rhonda 
xx
It matters not how many 
years
There is still the heartache
And still the tears 
Simply the best
Miss you uncle Nab
- Jacqueline xx
PROSSER – MAXWELL
– In loving memory of my 
darling daughter Yvonne 
Elizabeth called to Jesus 
April 6, 1989 aged 3 years.
A rosebud, petals tightly 
furled
Was lifted from her mortal 
clay

world
Where full blooms grow in 
rich array.
- Mum and family. 
SHEEKY – Hugh.  Precious 
memories if a much loved 
Seanair who died April 8, 
2009.
Always in my thoughts.
- Denise

MACINNES
Peter and Lorna (née 

Paterson) are delighted 
to announce the birth 

of their handsome baby 
son Donald James at 
the Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow on 

April 2, 2011.  Donald’s 
proud grandparents are 
Bruce and Jan Paterson, 
Giffnock and John  and 

Annabel MacInnes, 
Isle of Iona.

A SENIOR Church of Scotland minister has 
questioned the seriousness of the coalition 
about challenging child poverty.

Rev Ian Galloway, the Convener of the 
Church and Society Council of the Church 
of Scotland and former warden of Iona 
Abbey, accuses the coalition government of 
reticence.

A strategy, which will lay out how the UK 
Government, alongside Scottish, Welsh, 
Northern Irish and local authorities, will 
reach the targets of eradicating child pov-
erty by 2020, should have been published on 
March 25 and still hasn’t been released.

Mr Galloway said: ‘They’ve already missed 
that deadline but the Government has as-
sured MPs that the strategy will be published 
before the recess.  

‘It is not just the date of release that the 
Government is dragging its heels on.  

‘The 2010 Act requires a commission to be 
set up, whose role includes giving advice on 

the writing of the UK strategy.  
‘I hope that this isn’t an indication of this 

issue dropping further down the list of 
priorities of our government. Both the Con-
servatives and Liberal Democrats supported 
the Child Poverty Act when they were in 
opposition, so what is causing this reticence 
to comply now? 

‘To take the challenge of tackling child 
poverty in this country seriously, the UK 
Government needs to be serious about im-
plementing this law.’ 

The Child Poverty Act was passed with the 
aim of eliminating childhood poverty in the 
UK.  

The Church of Scotland, in partnership 
with other faith groups and organisations, 
previously presented a response to a paper 
from the Scottish Government, voicing dis-
appointment that it did not include strategic 
priorities or actions with long and short-term 
targets.

Fury over child poverty ‘reticence’

Andy Muirhead hands over a gift to Rev Donald MacQuarrie and his wife Pat on behalf of The Fort William Boys 
Brigade at the brigade’s recent annual awards and inspection night. For Rev MacQuarrie it was his last attendance at 

the inspection before he retires as minister of the Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church, Fort William.

BB honour for Rev Donald THOUGHT FOR

THE WEEK

ROMANS 8: 32-39 ‘He who 
did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all - how 
will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? 

‘Who will bring any charge 
against those whom God has 

Who is he that condemns? 
‘Christ Jesus, who died - more 

than that, who was raised to life 
- is at the right hand of God and 
is also interceding for us. 

‘Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? 

‘Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword? 

‘As it is written: ‘For your sake 
we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.’ 

‘No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 

‘For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.’ 

Some of the most encouraging 
words for Christians in the Bible 
by Christ we are secured. 

Jesus has won the victory on 
the cross at Calvary. God having 
manifested such love for us in 
giving His own Son for us so we 
may never be separated for that 
love. 

Paul wants to encourage us as 
Christians that no matter what is 
happening in our lives that love 
remains constant. 

A man once was asked: ‘Do 
you have religion?’ 

He replied: ‘No I have faith in 
Jesus who died on the cross for 
me and of the love of God for 
me.’

great love this day as you look 
forward to Easter and Jesus and 

Bill Harvey
Scottish Churches 

Rural Group

Move with the 
times
DOES anyone else out there feel 
life is moving too fast, or am I 
just getting OLD! 

Okay, so it used to be answers 
on a postcard please! 

Yes that really would be snail 
mail. It is as if with modern 
communications we hardly 
have time to absorb one disaster 
before something else pops up 
to grab our attention whether 
good or tragic, mind blowing or 
amazing. 

Being human I can only 
comprehend so much, at any one 
time. Alas I now feel, so what if I 
miss the news at 6pm, the laptop 
can bring it to me whenever. 

But do I choose to become 
aware of what is going on or 
just stay comfortable in my own 
small world with all its own 
highs and lows? 

Perhaps what I am getting at is 
do not let us lose sight of our real 
friends because when things get 
rocky there is nothing like the 
gentle hand on your shoulder to 
say I am there for you. 

Virtual hugs don’t seem the 
same. Are people today too 
quick to ridicule those of us who 
will not move with the times? 

We can still be useful without 
a laptop! 

Ask Sir Alan Sugar?  
Pam Gibson, 

Treasurer for the 
Presbytery of Argyll 

Glenorchy plea 
to help celebrate  
kirk anniversary
ORGANISERS of an Argyll church’s 
200th anniversary celebrations are 
looking for memorabilia from the 
church’s history to help mark the oc-
casion.

Glenorchy Kirk, part of the Church 
of Scotland’s Glenorchy and Innishail 

series of events this year to celebrate 
the bicentenary, which began with an 
1811 dinner at Glenorchy Lodge on 
March 26.

On July 22 there will be an evening 
Celebratory Service, attended by the 
moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland and people 
formerly involved with the church. As 
a legacy to the bicentenary celebra-
tions, a banner, depicting different 

aspects of the community will be 
dedicated at the service.

Next up will be an exhibition of 
memorabilia from April through to 
December, featuring photographs of 
past congregations and wedding days. 
More examples of days gone by would 
be appreciated by the bicentenary 
committee.

Focal point
Liz Gibson, chairwoman of the 

organising committee, said: ‘This 
celebration is important because the 
parish is the whole community and 
the church building is very much a 
focal point and part of the identity of 
the place.’

When Rev Gibson took over the par-

helped to increase the typical weekly 
attendance at Glenorchy Kirk from 
nine to between 30 and 40.

However, during that vacancy the 
congregation managed to raise more 
than £250,000 to restore the church 
tower and windows.

Rev Gibson said: ‘This year we are 
celebrating the building but the people 
are the church. 

‘This year we should also celebrate 
the people who have kept the church 
going.’

In June the kirk will host a musical 
recital and on July 10, the Ohio Youth 
Choir and Taynuilt Gaelic Choir will 
perform at a unique concert in St Co-

festival will be held. 

Old and new friends at a certifi cate presentation day at Argyll Voluntary Action in Oban. 16_t13ava2

ARGYLL Voluntary Action (AVA) 
was delighted to welcome old and new 

in Oban’s High Street.  

bers who recently completed empow-
erment course Steps to Excellence, 
which has been part of the Lottery 
funded ‘People Plus’ project. 

Although this project is coming to 
an end the work continues for AVA  
-  listening, supporting and assisting 
volunteers and  groups in the com-
munity.

Councillor Neil MacKay presented 

Evans, Mel Crossley, James Kelly and 
Rachel Anderson. 

He said: ‘Although not aware of the 
content of the course I did know of 
participants who have completed the 
training and were now running their 
own business.  

‘AVA is one of those organisations 
you may not be aware of all they do 
but if they were not there you would 
soon notice it was gone.’ 

Success of People Plus project celebrated

Make garden a 
blooming marvel
OBANITES are being urged to 
help the town’s sensory garden 
bloom this summer.

being asked to lend a hand on 
Saturday and attend a planting 
day. Organisers of the event 
promise digging, weeding and 
lots of fun.

The garden, on Corran Espla-
nade, will be hosting an Easter 
egg hunt with a ‘school’s out’ 
theme tomorrow (Friday).

mary School, a quiz time search 
with St Columba’s pupils and an 
event with the Girl Guides have 
also been planned.

McLEOD
Martin and Arlene (née 
MacLean) are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
their beautiful daughter, 
Esme Mary, on Friday, 
April 1, 2011.  Grateful 

thanks to staff at Princess 
Royal Maternity Hospital, 

Glasgow and Oban 
Maternity Unit.  Thanks 
also to all those who sent 

their good wishes. 
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£950

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
C Forbes, Zetland Avenue, Fort William and S Clark, Highbank Park, Lochgilphead

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 24 HOURS 
GLASGOW & ARGYLL

Mob: 07788 993809

Leagues

  P W D L P
Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Kyles     4  4  0  0   8
Fort William             3  2  1  0   5
Kingussie                  4  2  1  1   5
Newtonmore             3  2  0  1   4
Oban Camanachd     2  2  0  2   4
Glenurquhart            3  1  1  1   3
Inveraray                   3  1  0  2   2
Kilmallie                   3  1  0  2   2
Lovat                         3  0  1  2   1
Glenorchy                 4  0  0  4   0

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel             2  2  0  0   4
Lochaber                   2  1  0  1   2
Caberfeidh                2  1  0  1   2
Beauly                       2  1  0  1   2
Strathglass                2  1  0  1   2
Lochcarron               1  0  1  0   1
Inverness                  2  0  1  1   1
Skye                          1  0  0  1   0

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Lochside Rvrs          4  3  0  1   6
Bute                          2  2  0  0   4
Taynuilt                    4  2  0  2   4
GMA                        2  2  0  0   4
Kyles                         3  2  0  1   4
Ballachulish             3  0  1  2   2
Kilmory                    3  1  0  2   2
Aberdour                  2  0  0  2   0
Oban Celtic              3  0  0  3   0

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Glengarry                 3  3  0  0    6
Newtonmore            4  3  0  1    6
Kingussie                  4  3  0  1   6
Fort William             2  2  0  0   4
Skye                          5  2  0  3   4
Lochaber                   5  2  0  3   4
Glenurquhart            4  1  0  3   2
Kinlochshiel 4  1  0  3   2
Lovat                         2  1  0  1   0
Kilmallie                   3  0  0  3   0

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Strachur   4  3  0  1   6
Tayforth   3  2  1  0   5
Bute   3  2  1  0   5
ColGlen   3  2  0  1   4
GMA   3  1  0  2   2
Inveraray   4  1  0  3   2
Ballachulish  3  1  0  2   2
Aberdour   3  0  0  3   0

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Aberdeen U  5  5  0  0  10
Boleskine  5  4  0  1   8
Lochcarron  4  3  0  1   4
Beauly   4  3  0  1   6
Caberfeidh  4  2  0  2   4
Lochbroom  4  2  0  2   4
Ardnamurchan  5  1  0  4   2
Strathglass  4  0  1  3   1
Lewis   4  0  1  3   1
Inverness   3  0  0  3   0

SHINTY
Saturday April 9
All throw-ups at 2.30pm
unless otherwise stated
Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup 1st Round
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore
John Sloggie
Kilmallie v Lochside Rvrs
Charles Young
Lochcarron v Beauly
J A Gillies
Inverness v Lochaber
Willie MacRae 12.30pm
Kingussie v Strachur
Innes Wood
Aberdeen Uni v Lochbroom
Jock Matheson
Glengarry v Bute
Robert Morrison
Col Glen v Inveraray
Dougie Cameron
Taynuilt v Tayforth
Gus Campbell 12 noon
Skye v Fort William
Donald MacRae
Boleskine v Caberfeidh
Ronnie Campbell
Balliemore Cup 1st Round
Caberfeidh v Oban Celtic
Deek Cameron
Ballachulish v GMA
Robert Baxter
Taynuilt v Lochcarron
Ted MacDonald 3pm
Strathglass v Skye
Graeme MacMillan 3pm
Kilmory v Kinlochshiel
George O’Rourke
Inverness v Lochaber
Dabiel Macrae
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Fort William v Kyles Athletic
Billy Wotherspoon
Lovat v Glenorchy
Colin MacDonald
Glenurquhart v Kilmallie
Evan MacRae
Newtonmore v Kingussie
Graham Cameron
Oban Camanachd v Inveraray
David Mitchell
Marine Harvest South Division One
Bute v Aberdour
Jim Innes
Marine Harvest North Division Two
Kinlochshiel v Lovat
Iain Kennedy
Marine Harvest North Division Three
Strathglass v Ardnamurchan
Kevin Cheeseman 12 noon

Fixtures

SHINTY

Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup Preliminary Round
Strathglass P Aberdour P
Lochaber 8 Ballachulish 0
Bute  4 Caberfeidh 2
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Inveraray  2 Kyles Athletic 3
Glenorchy  1 Kilmallie 3
Lovat  0 Fort William 0
Newtonmore 0 Glenurquhart 1
Oban Camanachd 0 Kingussie 2
Marine Harvest North Division One
Beauly  P Skye P
Kinlochshiel  P Inverness P
Marine Harvest South Division One
Kyles Athletic  P Kilmory P
Oban Celtic 3 GMA 4
Taynuilt  5 Lochside Rvrs 1
Marine Harvest North Division Two
Fort William  P Kinlochshiel P
Glengarry  P Lovat P
Kilmallie  P Glenurquhart P
Kingussie  1 Newtonmore 5
Skye 5  Lochaber 1
Marine Harvest South Division Two
Ballachulish   P Bute P
Col Glen  P Aberdour P
Strachur  4 Inveraray 0
Tayforth  P GMA  P
Marine Harvest North Division Three
Aberdeen Uni  3 Lochcarron 1
Ardnamurchan  6 Lewis 2
Boleskine  1 Caberfeidh 0
Inverness P Beauly P
Strathglass  P Lochbroom P

Results
SHINTY

KYLES Athletic opened up a
three point lead at the top of the
Premier Division thanks to a 2-3
away win at Inveraray.

Two goals in the opening 15
minutes from Roddie and Fraser
MacDonald gave Kyles a cushion
which took them into the second-
half and when Duncan Kerr added
a third 10 minutes into the second
period it looked a very long way
bacjk for the home side.

However, Inveraray came with

a late surge and clawed a goal
back on the hour mark through
David Robertson and when Euan

to one with 10 minutes to play it

Kyles held out to take maximum
points from their four league

Saturday away to Fort William.
The Inveraray trip was the

now face two tough away ties in
succession at Fort William this
Saturday and Newtonmore the
following week.

Kyles’ trainer James Perlich

Saturday were touch-and-go and
we had to strengthen the defence,
who were knackered towards the
end of the game.

Inveraray for 10 years so this was
a great result.’

James dismissed talk of a title
challenge so early in the season,
adding that the team had no aspi-
rations at the start of the year.

and impressionable team, so

Saturday when we went 3-0 up.
We can’t be thinking of the glory
before we do the hard work and it
is the same for the whole season.

we have said we would like to

this year we are not going to do
that. We are just concentrating on
each game.

games in this league.’
-

sons, Fort William were held to a
goal-less draw last weekend.

Inveraray manager John Smylie
is anticipating another tight
encounter when his side visits

narrow 3-2 defeat at the hands of
Kyles.

really got going until the second
half. We gave them too much
room, but came back well.

game this weekend. We have had
the upper hand over Oban Cama-
nachd in the last few seasons, but
there is nothing much in it.’

However, Inveraray’s efforts
will be hit by two or three faces
missing from an already thread-
bare squad.

On a wet and slippery Kiltarl-
ity pitch, Lovat withheld all that
Fort William could throw at
them, with the home side claim-

season after 90 minutes.
Fort coach Peter MacIntyre

reckoned Lovat were worth their
point in the end - and is under no
illusions that a top peformance
will be needed this weekend to
match the league leaders.

of form they have shown so far
and the start they have made that
they can make a big push for the
title this season – so obviously we
will have to be at the top of our

form to take something from the
game.

MacKinnon, who got a nasty
hand injury against Lovat. It

John MacDonald will make a
return to the squad after being

-
pension.

Lovat go into this Saturday’s
home game against struggling
Glenorchy with a spring in their
step after holding Fort William to
a 0-0 draw.

Missing this weekend will
be Lorne MacKay, who is sus-
pended, while Iain Nicolson will
also be absent as he is working in
Manchester.

Drew Howie, meanwhile, is
an injury worry for coach John
MacRitchie, who told The Oban
Times the defender may have
ligament damage to his knee.

-
ers out of a game we have to win,
especially with Kilmallie win-
ning on Saturday,’ he said.

four teams, so that’s that out of the
road. We now will be looking to
pick up points from teams lower
down like Glenorchy, Kilmallie,
Glenurquhart and Inveraray.

on Saturday against Fort William
– we had a lot of pressure in

performance right throughout the
team.’

There was a shock result at
Newtonmore when last season’s  
league champions lost by a 54th
minute Neale Reid goal for visi-
tors Glenurquhart.

The result left those on the
touchline unsuccesfully trying to
remember the last time the Glen
recorded a win at the Eilan.

Newtonmore manager Norman
McArthur said he felt his side
dominated the game but could
not make the break through.

result,’ he told The Oban Times.

only had one shot on target and it

often enough – we could still be
there now and not have scored.

looking to get a result against
Kingussie. They’re coming back
into a bit of form but we’ll be
trying to even out last Saturday’s
disaster.’

At Dalmally, Kilmallie took

thanks to a 12th minute opened
from Liam MacDonald and a 45th
minute strike from John Stewart.

Glenorchy were awarded a
penalty with 12 minutes remain-
ing which Grant MacPherson
converted but Liam MacDonald
made sure of the points in the

goal of the tie.
Both teams are away this week-

end, with Glenorchy travelling to
play Lovat, while Kilmallie head
for Drumnadrochit and a meeting
with Glenurquhart.

Kilmallie chairman Hugh
MacIntyre was happy Kilmallie

points on Saturday with a 3-1 win
at Glenorchy, but a cartload of
chances went a-begging.

– no doubt about it,’ MacIntyre

19 corners against Glenorchy and
did not score from a one of them.

last week against Newtonmore,
but we beat them in the cup and
I am hoping we can do the same
again.

at Glenorchy, so that should help
our forwards’ movement. Our
defence has been solid, but we
will have to make sure we take
our chances and score goals.’

At Oban, a seventh minute
penalty for Kingussie saw James
Hutchison open the scoring and
the tie remained evenly balanced
until Hutchison added a second
four minutes into the second-half
when his low shot cannoned off a
defender and looped over keeper
Stobbart.

A dour and luck-lustre tie failed
to match its pre-match billing
with players on both sides looking
hesitant and nervous on the ball.

Oban Camanachd came back

Andrew Borthwick in top form
with two outstanding saves in the

Oban Camanachd co-manager
Diarmid MacMillan has called

players when Inveraray come to

a few changes from last Saturday.
We weren’t as good as we were up
at Kingsussie the week before and
maybe a few of the boys thought
we would breeze it at home.

until the last 10 minutes so we
will need to get our act together
and show a better attitude.

season but we should be able
to turn that around. I reckon it
will be a good game to watch on
Saturday.’

Diarmid admitted the game
against Kingussie did not live up
to its pre-match billing.

as I don’t think they played
particularly well either. The goals
came from the penalty spot and

story.’
Kingussie manager Steven

Borthwick had a very different
view of the match - he felt his side
deserved the victory.

well up for it and the whole team
played well.’

Ronald Ross, Martin Dallas
and Kevin Bain will miss the
Newtonmore game.

very strong and I’m sure they’ll
probably bounce back. There’s no
doubt about it, it will be a tough
game, especially without Ronald.

Kyles stretch lead 
with win at Inveraray

Fort William and Newtonmore drop 
points as Kingussie bounce back

growing. We’ve been playing
well, we’re just not putting the
ball in the back of the net.’

Two of last Saturday’s scheduled  
Camanachd Cup ties survived the
weather with Lochaber netting
eight times without reply against
an under- strength Ballachulish
at Spean Bridge.

Shaun Nicholson scored a hat-

and two in the second, while Ben
Delaney took less than a minute
to open the scoring. Lachlan
Campbell added two while
Martin Johnstone and Stewart
Callison found the net late in the
game.

Ballachulish manager Willie
Sutherland said the unavailability
of players didn’t help on Saturday.
But his injury worries show no
signs of easing with captain Dar-
ren Sutherland still in hospital
on Monday after a hand injury
against Lochaber.

This weekend Ballachulish host
Glasgow Mid Argyll (GMA) in
the Balliemore Cup.

loss but I am expecting a tighter
match on Saturday. We were
hammered by Lochaber but you
can’t go to a place like that with

to get anything from it.’
Lochaber head north for a Bal-

liemore Cup tie at Inverness.
Inverness have yet to win a

game this season, but manager
Michael Delaney is not expect-

played them a few times last year,
and as the season went on the
games got closer.

we’ll go there and be positive.’

cup goal at Rothesay where
Bute ahead

against Caberfeidh. But the visi-
tors came back into the tie with

minute before half-time sending
the teams in at the interval level.

Roberto Zavaroni gave Bute
breating space before Gregor
Fisher put the cup tie out of Ca-
berfeidh’s reach with 10 minutes
remaining.

Mark MacDonald drew a goal

minutes but it was too little, too
late.

In South Division One, Oban 
Celtic and Glasgow Mid Argyll 
repeated their 3-4 scoreline of
the previous week, this time at
Ganavan Park.

Andy Mathie had GMA ahead
in the sixth minute but an own
goal on the half-hour by Innes
MacMillan saw the sides level at
half-time.

Seven minutes into the second-

back into the lead but a double
from Kenny Wotherspoon before
the hour mark turned the tables
and put the home side ahead for

With 20 minutes to play, Gary
Luke equalised for GMA with
Anderson scoring his second of
the tie three minutes later to give
the Glasgow side two wins from
their two league starts.

At Taynuilt, two goals in the

gave the home side a convincing
win over Lochside Rovers.

David Campbell and Stuart
Scott had Taynuilt ahead by the
interval whistle, with Mark Bea-
ton, Willie Gillies and Michael
MacQueen making sure of the
points.

Lochside’s Daniel MacKinnon
netted a consolation goal with
two minutes left and the tie could
have been closer had Lochside
not missed a late penalty.

Taynuilt will play two games
this Saturday at the village

play Tayforth in the Aberdein
Considine Sutherland Cup at

Lochcarron at 3pm.
Lochcarron’s centre Dickie

MacKenzie is likely to miss the
Taynuilt game with an injured
hand, but club president Henry
Dalgety said the squad was look-

got a couple of players back in

season – Ben Dalgety and Ross
Matheson. They were key players
for us last season.

squad for this weekend then we
had for the Caberfeidh game.’  

Taynuilt coach Fraser Inglis

said: We have two tough games
this Saturday but we have entered
these cups to give the boys a
chance of playing at a higher
level.

that have played premier league
and international matches, so our
team will learn a lot from it and
we want to make it a good game.’

Taynuilt’s 5-1 victory last week-
end masked a spirited display
from Lochside, who battled until

minute penalty.

especially against another local
side. We got the goals at the right
times and after the third goal
went in without reply, it gave us
the impetus to see the game out.’

Kinlochshiel make the long
trip to Kilmory in the Balliemore

for the third time in four years.
The Lochalsh men got the

better of the Argyll side on their

coach Johnston Gill warned his
squad at Monday night’s train-
ing there must be no room for
complacency.

comfortably in the past but there
is no way we ill underestimate
the opposition on Saturday,’ Gill

Fraser MacVicar, who has ham-
string problems, so we might just
rest him - but all the other players
are available.’

Also in the Balliemore Cup,
Skye travel to Strathglass
desperate to avenge their 2-0

of the season. Skye coach Nui
MacDonald reckons Strathglass
will be no easy prospect on their
own turf.

expect this time around. Possibly
we could have AB Connor and
Kerr Gibb back from injury,
which would be a boost, although
Shockie MacLennan and Martin
Bruce are still out.’

In South Division Two, Stra-
chur go top of the table thanks to
a 4-0 victory over Inveraray.

Steven Bulloch scored twice,
with Rhys Campbell and James
Roy also on the scoresheet.

Oban Camanachd defender David MacMillan challenges Kingussie’s Rory Fraser at Mossfield on 
Saturday Picture John MacTavish

There were no ties played in
North Division One, while in
North Two, a David Grant hat-
trick helped Skye to a 5-1 win
over Lochaber at Portree.

Darryl MacIntosh opened the
scoring with Grant giving the
home side a 2-0 interval lead.  
Lochaber’s Duncan MacKinnon
pulled a goal back at the start of
the second period but Grant, John
Gillies and Grant again ensured
that the points stayed at home.

Kevin Thain was on the
scoresheet at Kingussie against
near neighbours Newtonmore 
but his goal was not enough as
Ackie MacRae, David Wylde,
Ross Aitken, Chris Sellar and
Angus Gray all scored to give the
visitors a 1-5 away victory.
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Thursday
Cloudy

Winds moderate westerly.
Temperatures 9ºC to 10ºC

Friday
Light rain.

Winds moderate, west, north westerly.
Temperatures 7ºC to 11ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Sunny intervals.

Winds moderate, south, south easterly. 
Temperatures 9ºC to 13ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree - Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay - Moderate

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, April 7, 2011

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 01.33 1.2 07.31 3.6 13.49 1.1 19.36 3.7
Fri 01.55 1.3 08.00 3.5 14.20 1.3 20.08 3.5                 
Sat 02.24 1.5 08.34 3.3 14.59 1.4 20.45 3.3
Sun 03.07 1.6 09.19 3.0 15.52 1.6 21.35 3.2
Mon 04.16 1.8 10.26 2.8 17.05 1.7 22.49 3.0
Tues 06.12 1.8 13.08 3.7 18.26 1.6 **.** *.*
Wed 00.52 3.0 07.50 1.7 14.32 2.9 19.42 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

Tides
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

FRIDAY

9

12

10

BOXING

FOUR CAOL Primary School 
girls have returned from the 
North of Scotland schools cross-
country champioships at Alness 
with bronze medals.

Twins Robyn Blackhall and 
Abbie Blackhall and teammates 
Sara Lauder and Kira MacDonald 
were placed 7th, 15th, 46th and 27th

respectively in the 112 –strong 

place in the 28-team competi-
tion.

Caol head teacher Jennifer 

AFTER three weeks of play, Les 
McFarlane and Laura Brown are 
still the leaders of the scratch 
divisions in the singles ten pin 
bowling league at the Nevis 
Centre.

On Sunday night Les did 
enough to stay one point 
ahead of second-placed Tim 
Attack, who has 65 points. Tony 
Whitelocke is third on 63 points.

Graeme Robertson leads the 
handicap division on 60 points, 
from Les, Tim and Tony who are 
all on 53.

In the ladies league, Laura 
leads with 23 points, with Pam 
Weller in second with 22 points. 

points back in third.
The men’s maximum scratch 

points were gained by Tony 
Whitelocke with 298 while 
young Gavin MacDonald had the 
top handicap total of 405. Pam 
Weller had the best ladies scratch 
and handicap scores with 305 
and 399.

The best men’s score was Tim 
Attack’s 156 and the best ladies 
score coming from Pam Weller 
with 160.

APRIL showers greeted the 
Wheelers as they took part in the 
last round of the Nevis Cycles 
sponsored Winter League. Some 
rebuilding work on the forest 
trails led to a course rethink and 
a shorter, quicker ride emerged. 

victory of the season to claim 
the race plus the overall Winter 
League and Junior trophies. 

lady home to also pick up the 
season’s silverware. Keith 
Maclure returned from the 
Borders to refresh himself in 
the Lochaber rain. Congratula-
tions to both Fiona Gunn and 
Lorna Wells for enjoying the full 
circuit. 

Results: 1. 35:35 Ben Miller (Junior); 
2. 37:51 Ben Thompson; 3. 39:40 Gavin 
MacLean; 4. 41:33 Graham Munro; 
5. 42:17 John Shirley; 6. 44:40 James 
Shirley; 7. 44:48 Spook Munro; 8. 
46:03 Ben Dorman; 9. 46:12 Graham 
MacNab; 10. 46:28; 

Roddy Wells; 11. 47:03 Stephen Cant; 
12. 47:57 Neil Wright; 13. 48:51 Steve 
Bradley; 14. 49:05 Keith MacLure; 15. 
50:50 Davy Gunn; 16. 50:54 Stephen 
Dent (Junior); 17. 52:29 Lachlan Blair 
(Junior); 18. 52:54 Kim Cameron; 19. 
53:29 Brian Barbour; 20. 53:58 Doug 
Little; 21. 56:02 Fiona Thompson (1st 
Lady); 22. 63:21 Nigel Miller; 23. 65:20 
Fiona Gunn (2nd Lady); 24. 69:14 
Lorna Wells (3rd Lady );

Short Course; 1. 49:48 Alex Dent; 2. 
49:54 Frances Dent.

HEAVY RAIN has left Fort Wil-
liam’s game against Fraserburgh 
at Claggan Park this Saturday in 
doubt.

There are worries the pitch will 
be waterlogged, and last night’s 
(Wednesday) home game against 
Nairn County also looked 
likely to be called off due to the 
weather.

Last weekend’s game at Buckie
was washed out.

ARDNAMURCHAN 

two points of the season as they 
defeated division newcomers 
Lewis Camanachd 6-2 in 
Strontian.

Ardnamurchan had a goal from 
forward Ewan Mowat chalked 
off by referee Graeme MacMil-
lan for offside before they took 
the lead through Sean Laskey 
and doubled their advantage 
through James Strachan.

Ardnamurchan struck again 

Griggs before Jamie Fraser 
pulled a goal back for 3-1 at half 
time.

Ardnamurchan’s Ewan Mowat 
added two more and Reece 
Mackay made it six for the Reds 
before Stewart Campbell scored 
a consolation late on. 

Ardnamurchan travel to 
Strathglass on Saturday. Throw 
up is at 12pm.

LOCHABER has waited 20 years 
for a Scottish boxing champion 
– now two have come at the same 
time. 

Fourteen year-old Chris 
Bradley and Lochaber Phoenix 
BC stablemate James Aitchison, 
aged 13, both returned home 
victorious from the Time Capsule 
in Coatbridge after an epic two 
days boxing last weekend in the 

-
tish championships.

Chris faced the current Western 
District champion in Liam Reid of 
Dennistoun  McNair ABC in the 
semis and the bout was worthy of 

scorecards showed Bradley down 
by two points, but in round two 
Chris forced Reid to the ropes 
where his body shots began to 
take a toll and the scores evened 

shots to progress to the Scottish 

James Aitchison’s similar 

Hawick ABC, who was on the 
back foot for the entire contest 
as Aitchison at times chased his 

of the Ali Young winter indoor 
football league produced 30 
goals in a high scoring Sunday 
evening at the Nevis Centre.

Champions Livercaol played 
out a 1-1 draw with Ballachulish, 
who ended the season in seventh 
place.

A 3-3 draw with All Trades was 
enough to secure second spot for 
Lochaber Leisure, whilst last 
season’s champions Goon Squad 
ended the season on a high note, 
beating Crazy Crofter 3-0 to 

Meanwhile, fourth-placed 
Funky Five thrashed Caley 

4-2 win over second-bottom HW 
Energy.

The highest scoring encounter 
was a 6-2 victory for Achintore 
FC against NGTW.

OVER 40 Scottish Ski Club 
- Lochaber Section competitors 
took part in the club’s recent 
annual ski race at a windy Nevis 
Range.

Fastest on the hill for the 
second year running was 
Ruaraidh MacKenzie. First prize 
winners in each category: 

Bairns 1 Boys - Cory Muir; Bairns 
1 Girls - Caira Muir; Bairns 2 Boys 
- Johnny Forster;

Bairns 2 Girls - Corran Wineberg; 
Child 1 Girls - Helen MacLean.

Child 2 Boys – Ruaraidh MacKenzie; 
Child 2 Girls - Eliza Sandford; Junior 
1 Boys - Ruaraidh Wells; Junior 1 
Girls - Katie Dougan; Junior 2 Boys 
- Cameron MacKenzie.

Masters Men - Damian Forster; 
Masters Ladies - Lorna Wells; 
Veterans Men - Sandy Austin; Veteran 
Ladies - Joy Biggin; Super Veteran 
Men - Dennis Muir; Snowboard Girls 
- Erin Wells.

LOCHABER High School pupil 
Keiran Voisey helped the North 
of Scotland team to a memorable 
3-0 victory over Ayrshire in the 
Scottish Schools under-15 Na-
tional Trophy at Alloa’s Recrea-
tion Park last Tuesday afternoon.

The triumph put the seal on an 
incredible cup run, which saw the 
North come through the group 
and knockout stages undefeated.

Team coach John MacKay 
was a proud man after his team 
lifted the cup and said Kieran had 
been a key member of the squad 
throughout the North’s march to 

John, acting principal teacher of 
PE at Charleston Academy, told 
The Oban Times: ‘Keiran came 

Livercaol captain Paul MacInnes and his title-winning team pose with their trophy. f14foot14

Livercaol are the champions

opponent around the ring landing 
straight punches repeatedly. 

The Lochaber lad kept up his 
superiority right to the end and 

Bradley met Barry Aikman of 

noted for trying to psyche out his 
opponents. Chris simply smiled 
and winked at his adversary and 

jab through Aikman’s guard.
Public Warnings

When the Orbiston boxer 
resorted to fouling, Chris refused 

caught Barry with clean punches 
as the Orbiston boxer began to 
pick up public warnings. During 

dispirited Aikman leaving Bra-
dley the new Scottish champion.

as he showed the character that 
real champions are made of. The 

of Forgewood ABC was fought at 
a furious pace, but James knew 

if he continued to leave his 
defences open he would give 
himself a mountain to climb.

The second saw James believe 
he could become the champion 
of Scotland, as he tightened his 
defences while working at break-
neck pace.

In the last round James gritted 
his teeth and steamed forward 
like a runaway train that could 
not be stopped. Repeatedly Ste-
venson was forced to the ropes 
trying to evade the Highlander’s 
attacks, but James would not be 
denied and his fantastic engine 
allowed him to keep going to 

victory.
Both boxers have now been in-

vited onto the Scotland squad and 
after squad training this weekend 
they will represent Scotland in 
the British championships next 
weekend in Manchester. 

Lochaber Phoenix coach Niall 
Clark said: ‘It is an honour that 
is thoroughly deserved for two 
outstanding talents and also two 
polite, friendly, likeable young-
sters.’  

REPORT BY
 STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Not one, but 
two Scottish
champions

Game in doubt
FOOTBALL

TEN PIN BOWLING

Len and Laura are 
still in the lead

Ardnamurchan
take the points

SHINTY

Winter League
CYCLING

Fiona Thompson and Ben 
Miller – West Highland Wheelers 
Winter League champs

 Lochaber High School’s Keiran Voisey, front left, celebrates with the rest of the North team after their 
victory at Alloa.

on for the last twenty minutes 
and did really well - but everyone 
has played their part in this 
campaign. 

‘It was one of my proudest mo-
ments as a coach. To take them all 
the way through the competition 

was absolutely brilliant.
On the Map

‘It’s the North’s second win in 
three years, although before that 

years. This really puts the North 
of Scotland on the map.’

He added: ‘The boys really had 
a great day of it.’ SSFA President 
Rod Houston presented the 
trophy to the North of Scotland 
team. The match itself saw the 

North boys dominate right from 
the start and take the lead through 
an own goal after 23 minutes.

-
ish made it 2-0 before half time 
and Miller was on the scoresheet 
again on 56 minutes to make the 
game safe.

North results in tournament 
were: North 3 Angus 0 (Group 
1); North 3 Fife 0 (Group 1); 
Forth Valley 0 North 0 (Group 
1); North 3 East and Midlothian 

1 North 1 – AET, North win on 

Ayrshire 0 (Final).

Keiran helps North to victory
FOOTBALL

Caol Primary School girls Robyn Blackhall, Sara Lauder, Kira 
MacDonald and Abbie Blackhall: bronze medallists at the North of 
Scotland championships. 10_f14caol01

Cattanach said the girls’ efforts 
had added to the school’s recent 
string of successes in cross-
country running.

‘It’s a real step up for them to 
compete in an all-Highlands 
event and for them to do so well 
was great,’ she told The Oban 
Times. ‘We are all very proud 
of them, especially because it’s 
something they worked really 
hard for.’

Cross-country girls come 
home with bronze medals

CROSS-COUNTRY

Women’s shinty 
results

SHINTY
NATIONAL Division One 
- Glengarry 2, Glasgow Mid 
Argyll 0. Tir Conaill Harps 5, 
Aberdour 5.
North Division Two 

- Ardnamurchan 0, Strathglass 
5; Lochaber v Badenoch & 
Strathspey postponed.

Ruairidh is fastest 
on the hill

SKIING

Scott Rodger of 
Ballachulish tussles 
with Neil MacDonald 
during Lochaber’s 
8-0 victory at Spean 
Bridge last Saturday.
10_f14balla01

See shinty round-up 
on page 20. 

Lochaber net eight at Spean Bridge
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Saints title 
hopes dented

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Oban Saints 1

Cambria 1
SAINTS entertained old rivals 
Cambria at Glencruitten last Sat-
urday and the Oban side were left 
ruing the number of goal-scoring 
chances they missed against their 
Glasgow opponents.
The game had hardly got un-

derway when visiting player Paul 

when he fell awkwardly and was 
taken to hospital where a broken 
collar bone was diagnosed.

chance, but Cambria keeper, 
Obanite Daniel Cassells made a 
good save from Ross Maitland.
However, he could do nothing 

in the eighth minute when Saints 
took the lead. Alex Craik sent a 
pass to Donald Campbell who 

Dene Cassells who raced into the 
box before despatching a great 
right foot shot past his brother to 
open the scoring.
Saints were playing some good 

stuff and Ross Maitland should 
have increased the lead when he 
was clean through, but his effort 
was easily saved.
Cambria were knocking the ball 

troubling the Saints rearguard 
too much.
The homesters passed up another 

gilt edeged chance just before 
half time when Donald Campbell 
played Ross Maitland in on the 
left. Ross crossed the ball into 
the middle to the unmarked Asen 
Gaydardzhiev, but the Bulgarian 
striker contrived to knock the ball 
over the bar.
Saints were good value for their 

1-0 lead, but there was always the 
danger that the missed chances 
would come back and haunt 
them.
The second half started the same 

the attack and Marc MacCallum 
will be disappointed that he failed 
to hit the target with a free header 
from a corner.
As the game wore on Saints 

dropped deeper and deeper into 
their own half which encouraged 
Cambria to push forward.
The home side almost got that 

vital second goal that probably 
would have killed Cambria off, 
but Willie Gemmell was unlucky 
to see his free kick hit the post 
and scrambled clear.
Cambria equalised in the 

81st minute when their central 
defender Sinclair Patience got the 
slightest of touches to a corner 

from the left, which was enough 
to send the ball into the net to 
make the score 1-1.

Donald Campbell went on a 
mazy run inside the Cambria box 
leaving defenders and goalkeeper 
in his wake, but his netbound shot 
was brilliantly cleared off the line 
by Sinclair Patience.
Cambria could have snatched 

victory right at the end but for a 
brilliant save by Graham Douglas 
from a Davie Welsh shot.
There was no further scoring 

with Saints dropping two vital 
home league points in their quest 
to retain the league title
Manager Iain Jackson was very 

disappointed not to have taken all 
three points. He said: ‘We cre-

chances which we missed and you 
had that feeling that these misses 
might come back to haunt us - and 
that’s exactly what happened.
‘Our title hopes have been dented 

and Kilpatrick must be favourites 
now, but we’ll keep battling away. 
We have three games left and if 
we can win all three then the title 
could still be ours.’

Saturday.

Missed goal-scoring opportunities 
come back to haunt Oban side

Saints Bulgarian striker Asen Gaydardzhiev leaps over this tackle from Cambria’s Davie Welsh.
07_ t14saints 01

Archie Buchanan, Helen MacLean, Donalda Henderson, Marion 
Fisher lift the trophy. 

PEOPLE in Argyll are being 
urged to nominate sports volun-
teers for a regional award. 

With more than three in 
ten adults in Argyll and Bute 
volunteering in the last year, the 
council wants to recognise their 
efforts with the Sports Volunteer 
Awards 2011.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
calling for nominations across 

their regular season with an 
emphatic 64-5 win over Lis-
more, in Edinburgh, on Sunday.
Donna Smith went over for seven 
tries – which she complemented 
with as many conversions – while 
Audrey Barr added another 
two. A further score from Julie 
Campbell saw the ladies cruise 
to victory. 

The win cemented the 
Oban team at the top of their 
post-league split group ensur-

The ladies now have a tour in 

A TEAM from Islay is travelling 
south to take part in the Davidson 
Chalmers Vets Tournament 
tomorrow, Friday, which is part 
of the Melrose 7s weekend.

The islanders have been 

Tynedale, from Northumberland, 
and Hawks Legends (Glasgow 
Hawks).

Comprise

comprise Hamilton from South 
Africa, Morgan Academy and 
the Auld Reekies, a team made 
up from several Edinburgh clubs; 
and the Cayman Islands, Orkney 
and Melrose.

LORN Ladies Shinty Club is now 
fully established and looking to 
recruit new players and volun-
teers to help the club grow.  

The club has entered the Cal-
edonian Canal Challenge Cup 
this year and is looking to play 
in a series of friendly matches 
before hopefully progressing into 
the leagues set up next season.

The club is open to any player 
or volunteer regardless of ex-
perience who would like to be 
involved in the team.

RUGBY

WEEKEND results: Castle 
Rock v Under 13s, postponed; 
Under 14s 1, Ardencaple 5. 
Netting for Saints was Paul 
McFatridge. Under 15s 3, 
Riverside 1. Saints goalscorers 
were Aidan Campbell, 

Rhuiradh Cain and Liam 
McEachan. Under 16s 0, Blair 
Thistle 4.

13s v Kilpatrick; Under 14s have 

15s; Largs Colts v Under 16s.

Oban Saints youth results and fixtures

THE result of Islay Golf 
Club’s April medal, held on 
Sunday, April 3, was: 1 David 
Livingstone, 77 less 8 net 69; 2 
Norman MacDonald 74 less 3 
net 71; 3 Neil Johnston 82 less 10 
net 72. Css 71.

Islay Golf Club

Oban Lorne Ladies
finish on a high

Majorca and tournaments in Mull 
and Islay to look forward to. 

Looking back on a successful 
season the ladies would to thank 
coach Andy MacDougall for all 
his hard work and effort. 

Captain Dee Bradbury added: 
‘We’ve had a successful season 
considering the weather and 
numbers challenges we’ve had to 
face. 

‘We have a good foundation of 
players now at the club and hope 
to be competing for a top four 

The tournament consists 
of teams of ten players, with 
clubs eliminated being entered 
into subsidiary Bowl and Plate 
events.  

Last year the cup was won by 
Melrose, the bowl by Madras 
College, and the plate by Glas-
gow Hawks.

The veterans’ tournament, now 
in its fourth year, is expected 
to draw in supporters from 
Scotland, the rest of the UK and 
overseas, with many supporters 
staying on for the main event the 
next day.

RUGBY

Veterans head for Melrose

ON Saturday, April 2, Con-
nel Carpet Bowling Club hosted 
a well supported and successful 
mixed rinks competition for 
the Alasdair Macnab Memorial 
Bowling Cup. 

The cup was donated by 
relatives of the late Alasdair to 
be played for annually by Connel, 
North Connel and Oban bowling 
clubs. 

The round robin competi-
tion attracted 11 rinks of four 
players and one triple with many 

hard fought games and a very 
enjoyable afternoon.

triple of Hugh McCorquodale, 
Oban, Bill Goldie, and skip 
Duncan Baird, both North Con-
nel, taking on Helen MacLean, 
Oban, Donalda Henderson and 
Marion Fisher, both Connel with 
skip Archie Buchanan, North 
Connel, who went on to win the 
competition.

Mixed rinks at Connel
BOWLS

GOLF

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Lorn Ladies shinty club 
is ready to progress

Any equipment needed can be 
provided and a fun and friendly 
atmosphere is guaranteed. 

Training sessions re-commence 
on Tuesday, April 19, at Oban 
High School grass pitch from 
7pm–8.30pm.  

For further information, contact 
Ann-Marie Ferguson on 07825 
093455 or email annmarie@
biosdale543.freeserve.co.uk.  

SHINTY

four categories - adult and junior 
volunteer, sports organisation 
and sports event.

The winner will be announced 
at the Volunteer Week Awards in 
June 2011. To submit a nomina-
tion log on to www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/sports-volunteer-awards-
2011 before May 27.

AWARDS

Volunteer awards in June

FOOTBALL

        SHE West Division One  
Oban Lorne 45
Strathaven 18

OBAN Lorne went top of West 
Division One after a comfortable 
45-18 win over Strathaven in a 
double-header at Glencruitten on 
Saturday.

Oban made four changes to 
the team which defeated Loch 
Lomond the previous weekend 
with Liam Burns and David 
Hunter coming into the forwards 
while Cammy Smith and Robert 
Wright returned in the backline. 

With a maximum of 10pts avail-
able from the game, Oban knew a 
bonus point win would put them 
top of the table with only two 
games of the season remaining.

The home side made the brighter 
start, pressurising the Strathaven 
line and sucking the defence into 
the centre of the pitch. Oban took 
advantage of this and used the 
overlap to allow winger Allan 

Wright to score beneath the 
posts. MacCallum converted to 
give a 7-0 lead.

Strathaven responded well 
and were aided by a couple of 
silly penalties which allowed 
them to narrow the lead to 7-6 
thanks to two kicks from Gordon 
Howatson.

With just a point in it, Strathaven 

started to attack from their own 
half. They were undone by some 
poor handling resulting in an 
Oban scrum.

Oban took advantage of this and 
set up a well worked back row 
move allowing Captain Struan 
Smith to score Oban’s second try. 
MacCallum again added the two 
points to extend the lead to 14-6.

back and looked likely to score 
out wide with an overlap only for 
winger Calum MacLauchlan to 
intercept and run in from halfway 

to score beneath the posts.
Some poor Oban defending 

allowed Strathaven to reply with 
a try of their own before some 
Struan Smith went over for his 
second of the afternoon to make 
the half time score 28-11.

Strathaven made the better 
start to the second half with most 
of the play in the Oban 22, but 
were denied on several occasions 
with some impressive Oban 
tackling and defensive work at 
the breakdown. 

looked to score out wide but 
MacLauchlan again intercepted 
and ran almost the length of the 
park for a score in almost identi-

scored a well worked try under 
the posts to give them a glimmer 
of hope but Oban stood strong 
and scored two further tries to 

another break from MacLauchlan 
-

gall to score and then another 
breakaway from twins Struan 
and Cammy Smith saw the latter 
completing the scoring for the 
afternoon under the uprights.

Oban were helped with some 
outstanding individual perform-
ances on the day particularly from 
the back row, some superb tackles 
from Chris MacDonald and a few 
powerful runs from second rower 
Jamie MacMillan. 

Oban gained the full 10 points 
available for the game and rise 
to the top of West Division One 
above Strathendrick.

Oban Lorne are absent from 
league duty next weekend with 
the next game away to Lenzie 
on April 16, followed by the last 
game of the season away to Stra-
thendrick the following weekend.

Oban gain bonus points in comfortable
win over Strathaven at Glencruitten

Oban Lorne’s Corrie Louw drives on from a ruck during Saturday’s game against Strathaven.

RUGBY

WINCompetition

Answer ........................................................................

Name ...........................................................................

Address .......................................................................

.....................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................

Email ...........................................................................
I would like my details to be passed on to JST in order to
receive my 25% discount voucher

Please post your entries to: Competitions, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Entries must be submitted by: Monday 18th April 2011

BY TAKING a journey on a tall ship with The Jubilee
Sailing Trust people not only get a spectacular trip
on an iconic ship – it may give you a new perspective
on life.

The Jubilee Sailing Trust (JST), changes lives by
breaking down barriers between able-bodied and
physically disabled passengers.

John Patten of JST said: ‘People have to work to-
gether.  We change lives by challenging the percep-
tion of disabled people’s ability, both of themselves
and the perception of those around them, via the
challenge of tall ship sailing with a mixed ability crew,
who take responsibility throughout a voyage.

‘We own and operate two tall ships Lord Nelson and

Question:
The JST has a tall ship Lord Nelson and is celebrating
her birthday this year, how old is she?
a) 10
b) 25
c) 21
Fill in your details along with your answer in the coupon below and don’t forget to tick the
box if you wish your details to be passed on to JST and receive your 25% off voucher.

WIN A six day adventure 
from Oban to Belfast

Tenacious, the prior was launched in 1986 and is

in the world designed and built to accommodate a
mixed ability crew.

‘There are eight members of permanent crew who
will show you everything you need to know.

‘This year the JST are very much looking forward
to visiting the ever beautiful Oban and would like to
offer readers the opportunity to sail on our tall ship
Lord Nelson.’

‘We have one voyage that can be won by readers
of The Oban Times to Belfast, Northern Ireland.

All food is included for the duration of a voyage but
-

necting travel is at the expense of the crewmember.
Oban – Belfast, Monday June 20 to Saturday June

25, six days, worth £685.
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