
Established 1861  No 7984 Thursday 1 April 2010 www.obantimes.co.uk 75 pence

FORT WIL&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

TOROSAY Castle on the 
Isle of Mull is to be put up 
for sale.

The family home and visi-
tor attraction will go on the 
open market this summer. 
Christie’s Auctioneers will 
sell the house and contents 
of the house, which includes 
centuries-old furniture.

Anna Thomas, for sellers 
Savills, said: ‘The castle 
is owned and occupied by 
Christopher James and his 
family.  It is for sale because 
the family have taken the 
strategic decision to move 
to the mainland to pursue 
other family interests.’

Staff and the community 
were informed of the deci-
sion last week.

Isle of Mull castle 
for sale

OBAN Community Coun-
cil has pledged to support 

display, following an admis-
sion by organisers that there 

Oban South and the Isles 
Councillor Roddy McCuish 
told the community council 

£1,800 and requires £5,000 
to run the event.

He added: ‘Given how 
much we are talking about 
money shortages, I would 

the council for funding.’ 
Chairman Fred Hall said 

the community council 
would contact community 
organisations and emergen-
cy services to seek assist-
ance with funding. 

Community
fireworks boost

Down the drain 
warning
SCOTTISH Water engi-
neers had to deal with 910 
blocked drains in Argyll and 
Bute last year. 

The water company is ask-
ing customers to be careful 
about what they put down 

a series of strange items 
– including live animals, 
children’s toys, false teeth 
and mobile phones – were 

A NEVER-before-seen 
painting by John Lowrie 
Morrison (Jolomo) in the 
aftermath of the Bosnian 
war made a brief appearance 
at an art exhibition in 
Ardrishaig this week.

The painting is one of 
the artist’s most powerful 
and personally meaningful 
religious works, showing 
the faces of children killed 
in the Bosnian war.

John’s painting was 

an exhibition, Journey to 
the Cross, in Ardrishaig’s 
public hall.

Describing the painting, 
John said: ‘This is a huge 
and powerful image that 
incorporates the faces of 

children killed in the terrible 

and demonstrated the hatred 
and evil of mankind – the 
same evil I believe Christ 
bore and overcame on the 
cross at Calvary.’

exhibition on Wednesday 
and his painting, which 
has never been exhibited in 
public before, formed part 
of the exhibition launch.

Journey to the Cross is 
a joint venture between 
churches and schools across 
Mid Argyll. Each visitor 
is taken on a personal and 
meaningful journey through 

Easter, with inter-active 
displays and experiences.

The exhibition will close 
following a service led by 
Rev David Carruthers at 
7pm tomorrow, Friday.

Unseen Jolomo painting joins 
Journey to the Cross exhibition

Jolomo’s never-before-seen painting opened the Journey to the Cross exhibition earlier this week. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

JENNY SUTHERLAND

KERRERA Island Parrot Sanctuary is offering 

and colourful parrots by holding an open day on 
Sunday, April 11 from 10.30am till 4pm. 

Yvonne MacMillan, who runs the centre, said: ‘We 
are the only parrot sanctuary registered as a charity 
in Scotland. Our aim is to educate bird owners, vets 
and other rescue centres on the welfare and needs 
of these wonderful creatures. We have about 60 
parrots in our care at the moment.

‘We are using our open day to raise funds 
in order to replace some very old aviaries.
There will be extra ferries to accommodate 
the many people who will be attending and 
we have guests coming from all over the UK.
‘This promises to be a super event for all the family, 
with treasure hunts from the ferry to the sanctuary 
and many activities throughout the day.’

A rescued parrot who lives at the only charitable 
parrot sanctuary in Scotland, based on Kerrera. 

Come and see Polly 
and his pals on Kerrera

‘Who’ wears 
tweed
MAKERS of Harris 
Tweed have been over-
whelmed by the level of 
interest in their Timeless 
Cloth by fans of the cult 
television show Doctor 
Who. Matt Smith, the 
11th ‘Doctor’, will wear 
a traditional Hebridean 
hand-woven jacket in the 
new series. 

revealed in July, interest 
in the fabric has risen. 

David Reid, a director 
of Harris Tweed Textile 
Manufacturing Ltd, said 
the choice had created a 
massive opportunity for 
the industry. 

Argyll care 
doesn’t
make the 
grade

Care Commisssion report 
highlights flaws

THE FIRST benchmark for 
quality of care services in 
Argyll and Bute has revealed 
that it had the highest 
percentage in Scotland in 
the lowest two grades.

The report Making 
the Grade? by the Care 
Commission, which inspects 
services, shows that the 
majority of 245 services out 

time in 2008-09 provided 
a good quality of care for 
the youngest to the oldest in 
Argyll and Bute.

Unsatisfactory 
However, eleven services 

in Argyll and Bute, the 
second highest after 
Glasgow’s 20, were graded 
as either unsatisfactory (1) 
or weak (2) while 33 were 
either very good (5) or 
excellent (6).

Among the 11 poorest 
performing, there were both 
private and local authority 
services, including two 
child minders, two local 

two private nurseries, two 
private care homes for the 
elderly, council run housing 
support and support at home 
services in Bute and Cowal 
and a day care centre in Mid 
Argyll.

Ten out of the 11 services 
have since been inspected 
again and improvements 
have been noted by the 
Care Commission, except at 

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said of 

unit: ‘A full action plan has 
been formulated and agreed 
with the Care Commission 
to address the requirements 
highlighted in the report.

have already been 
undertaken, and the 

Primary has been proactive 
in advising parents of the 
ongoing developments.

‘We will continue to 
closely monitor the situation, 

Care Commission will 

improvements.’
Of the council’s 210 

approved providers in the 
private sector only one 
scored in the lowest grades 
and the authority is working 
with them to help them 
improve their grading.

Eight child minders, eight 

units – including Bowmore, 
Dalintober, Port Ellen and 
Gigha - two voluntary 
support projects and two 
private nurseries were 
among those that got top 
grades.

‘As far as the council’s 
own services are concerned, 
there is a policy of 
continuous improvement 
across the board,’ added the 
spokeswoman.

A SHEPHERD has been 
killed near his home in 
Crianlarich.

Jimmy Elliot, aged 62, 
died when a rock toppled on 
him at Ben More Farm on 
Saturday morning. 

It is understood he was 
trying to free an animal 
carcass from beneath an 
avalanche.

His son, Jamie, raised the 
alarm but Mr Elliot was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Mr Elliot, of Willow 
Square, Crianlarich, saw a 
sheep trapped under a rock 
and attempted to free it. The 
rock, thought to weigh about 
three tonnes, fell on him.

Last year Mr Elliot was 
awarded the Royal Highland 
and Agricultural Society 
of Scotland’s long service 

had worked at Ben More for 
30 years.

Jimmy Sinclair, chairman 
of the National Sheep 
Association Scotland, said: 
‘Jimmy was a very nice man 
who put everything into his 
work, which makes this an 
absolute tragedy.’

Jimmy Elliot - tragically 
killed by rockfall

Crianlarich
shepherd
killed by 
rockfall

First Festival 
of the Sea

Highland Airways 
collapse leaves 
islanders high and dry

My village - 
Callander



2 NEWS Thursday 1 April, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein
Ailean CaimbeulISLANDERS and campaign 

groups throughout the 
west coast are calling on 
the Scottish Government 
to think again regarding 
rapidly rising fares on 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) ferry routes. 

Restricting ferry use
Argyll-based objectors 

claim that recently 
announced fare increases 
will see people think twice 
about using ferries.

Last week the Scottish 
Government announced a 
4.2 per cent  increase for the 

majority of west coast ferry 
users.

The increase comes soon 
after an announcement of 
a free-travel concessionary 
scheme coming to an end 
on the same routes. 

Initial reaction on the Isle 
of Mull is that the Scottish 
Government is targeting 
routes where people have 
no alternative service and 
that the increases are being 
levied on only some of the 
company’s routes.

One islander said: ‘While 
some islands have the road 

equivalent tariff fares we 
have to pay these huge 
ticket charges. 

Unfair
‘On some routes we will 

be paying £20 more for 
our family to travel with a 
car. It seems unfair when 
bus parties travelling to 
the island, or commercial 
vehicles, will not face any 
increases.

‘All we want is to be able 
to travel to the mainland at 
a reasonable cost but with 
increases year-on-year it 
looks unlikely that they will 

ever be reasonable.’
Argyll and Bute MP Alan 

Reid, who says he has been 
dealing with numerous 
complaints about the fare 
increases, said: ‘This above 

absolute disgrace. 
‘It comes on top of 

the decision to charge 
concessionary cardholders 
in Argyll and Bute £1 for a 
return ferry journey instead 
of the free ferry travel they 
currently enjoy.

‘It is absolutely unfair 
to blame CalMac for the 

decision to increase ferry 
fares. The SNP slashed 
fares to the Western Isles. 
Now they’re putting up 
fares to and from islands 
and peninsulas in Argyll 

the money to subsidise the 
cheap fares to the Western 
Isles.

‘It is high time this SNP 
government did something 
positive for the people of 
Argyll and Bute instead of 
seeing us simply as a source 
of money for their pet 
schemes elsewhere.’ 

Islanders call for ferry fares re-think

THE ORGANISERS of 

Sea have been overwhelmed 
at community support and 
enthusiasm for the event. 

60 events

being put to a programme of 
60 events to be held in the 
town and surrounding area, 
between May 21 and 31. 
The Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) 
initiated the celebration of 
the area’s connection with 
the sea, and Helen McNeill, 

the festival had captured the 
imagination of everyone 
involved.

‘Originally we were 
planning a marine science 
festival,’ she said. ‘We 

Sea as we wanted to really 
open it up to everyone who 
wants to be involved. 

‘We have had tremendous 
support from the community, 
a really positive reaction.’

Individuals, groups and 

businesses from Appin to 
Easdale, Taynuilt to Kerrera 
have agreed to host events. 
The programme will include 
a seafood barbecue, art and 
photographic exhibitions, 
a shipping heritage walk, 
environmental talks, a 
Gaelic ceilidh and boat 
trips. There will also be an 
open day at SAMS, with a 
local food market and battle 
re-enactment at the nearby 
Dunstaffnage Castle. 

More than 1,000 primary 
pupils have already taken 

part in workshops with 
SAMS marine scientists 
and staff from the Group 
for Recycling in Argyll and 
Bute, learning about marine 
energy, food from the sea 
and beach litter. They have 
been set challenges and 
competitions to work on in 
the run up to the festival. 

Dr Anuschka Miller said 
by focusing on the sea, the 
festival would tie together 
many important aspects of 
life in Oban. 

‘We want people to 
celebrate what they have 
and to feel proud of the 
environment they live in, 
and maybe learn a bit more 
about it,’ she said. 

‘We hope if it grows and 
becomes a regular event, 
that it will bring people into 
Oban.

Deep down, I hope that 
the Oban area will come 
to represent the sea, in the 

is seen as representing the 
mountains.’

Anuschka Miller and Helen McNeill from SAMS are gearing up for the Festival of 
the Sea. 07_t14sea01

West coast communities  

We have had 
tremendous 
support from 
the community, 
a really positive 
reaction .
Helen McNeill
SAMS

THE BBC’s Gaelic language 
channel is unlikely to be 

the next year. 
The BBC Trust has 

postponed a decision on the 
matter, due to be made in 
April, while a wider strategy 
review is completed.

The announcement has been 
met with disappointment 
by Gaelic activists and 
politicians. Arthur Cormack, 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig chairman, 
said the move could put back 
the timetable for getting 

at least a year.
‘Bòrd na Gàidhlig regrets 

this delay on the part of the 
BBC Trust,’ he said. ‘It will 
be widely perceived that the 
BBC Trust has moved the 
goalposts when BBC Alba 
appears to have met the 
challenges initially set out in 
the review.

‘It is our understanding 
that the majority of 
respondents were supportive 
of BBC Alba’s continued 
development and a debate 
in the Scottish Parliament 
resulted in cross-party 
support for the channel’s 

Angus MacNeil, MP for 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar, said: 
‘BBC Alba remains the only 

BBC channel not available 

‘The Gaelic Proverb 
‘Ruigidh each mall muilean’ 
describing slow but steady 
progress by an old horse now 
appears to be talking about 
a thoroughbred racehorse 
in comparison to the BBC 
Trust.’

Angus Campbell, leader of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
described the decision as 
‘disappointing’ and said the 
council would continue to 
lobby for Alba to be available 

BBC Alba is currently 

and online, but the BBC Trust 

would mean a cutback in the 
number of radio channels 
available during its hours of 
broadcast.

Alasdair Morrison, 
chairman of MG ALBA 
which runs the channel in 
partnership with the BBC, 
said the quality of output 
was not at issue. He added: 
‘The issue of impact on 
other BBC services such 
as radio needs, in our view, 
to be put in context. There 
will be negligible impact 
as virtually all the radio 
stations will continue to be 
available.’ 

for BBC 

criticised
‘It will be widely perceived that the 

BBC Trust has moved the goalposts’ 

claims Bòrd na Gàidhlig chairman

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has won a prestigious 
award for its sustainable 
design guides and other 
development planning work.

The Scottish Awards for 
Quality in Planning is an 
annual event which aims to 

and encourage good 
practice.

The guides are part of a 
wider aim to improve the 
quality of architecture and 
design in Argyll and Bute and 
make it more sustainable.

Set up along with partners 
across the industry, the 
sustainable design guides, a 
design forum, design awards, 
the appointment of a design 
champion and training, make 
up a whole package.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
and WHELK Leader+ both 
contributed funding to the 
scheme, in which the council 
has worked closely with 
Glasgow-based architects 
Anderson Bell and Christie.

From left, planning development officer Stuart 
Green, architect Karen Anderson from Anderson Bell 
and Christie, Councillor Ron Simon, John Swinney 
MSP, head of planning services Angus Gilmour and 
development policy manager Fergus Murray.

Councillor Ron Simon, 
deputy spokesperson for 
economy, environment and 
rural affairs and chairman 
of Argyll and Bute’s 

said: ‘We are fortunate 
enough to have been able 
to team up with individuals, 
groups and organisations 

who are equally as interested 
in and committed to this 
area’s future success as a 
sustainable, economically 
viable and high quality place 
in which to live and work.

‘I would like to thank all 
the architects, builders, 
agents and so on who have 
bought-in to the goal of high 
quality sustainable design. 
Without their efforts, our 
own work would be having 
little impact.’

Judges were Joan Burnie, 
associate editor of The Daily 
Record, Richard Holland, 
development manager, 
Mansell Construction 
Services Ltd; and Ben Train, 
town planning manager 
(Scotland & NI), Tesco 
Stores Ltd.

Cabinet Secretary for 

Growth John Swinney, who 
has responsibility for land 
use planning, presented the 
award to the Argyll and Bute 
team in Edinburgh.

Argyll and Bute Council design 
team win national award

We are fortunate to have been able to team up with individuals, groups and organisations 
who are equally as interested in and committed to the area’s future.          Councillor Ron Simon

Sanda sale ‘close’
SANDA island, off the Kintyre coast, could soon have a 
new owner.

this week that Sanda, along with tiny neighbours Sheep 
Island and Glunimore, are under offer.

lipped.
The Gannon family put Sanda on the market in June 2008 

for £3.2 million and the price dropped to offers over £2.5 
million last summer.

‘We are very close to doing a deal and I’m not prepared 
to say anything,’ said Mr Coleman.

The sale includes a farmhouse, a renovated pub and 
holiday cottages; there were few such comforts when the 
Gannon family bought Sanda, which is 13 miles south of 
Campbeltown, in 1989 for £250,000.

BÒRD na Gàidhlig, the principal public body in Scotland 
promoting and developing Gaelic, has begun the search for 

The Ceannard’s post has been vacant since August 2008 
and the duties involved in managing the Bòrd have been 
undertaken since the summer of 2009 by an interim sup-
port management team comprising Donald Martin, Jo 
MacDonald and Hugh Dan MacLennan.

The post is being advertised at a salary range of £64K 
- £73k and the Bòrd hopes to hold interviews in May with 
an appointment to be made as soon as possible. The clos-

Bòrd na Gàidhlig searches for new chief

ISLANDERS on Easdale are puzzling over the power of 
internet search engine Google to predict the future after 
map images make it look as though they are connected to 
the mainland.

The Google map shows the Isle of Seil and a short strip 
of land leading to the island of Easdale. But as far as the 
islanders are concerned the thought of a causeway is the 
one thing that unites them: they are very proud of their 
car-free island.

One woman said: ‘We use our wheelbarrows to go 
everywhere on the island. There is no infrastructure here 
for a causeway. It would completely change our way of 
life. I hope nobody comes all the way to Ellenabeich and 
expects a causeway – they will be very disappointed. They 
can have a causeway on Luing but not here.’

Islander Iain McDougall said: ‘Over my dead body will 
there be a causeway to Easdale. It is called Easdale Island 
for a reason- it is an island, and we like it that way.

‘There was a lot of talk about the STAG appraisal’s plans 
for a causeway at one time and I wonder if that is where 
Google got the idea from. I am a director of the museum 
on the island and we are very proud of its island heritage. 
I can’t imagine anyone would ever really want that to 
change.’

Google ‘creates’ Easdale island causeway

Lottery grants to 
help charities face 
recession

charities have been awarded 
special grants to deal with 
the effects of recesssion. 

The groups will share 
in a £5 million funding 
package from the Big 
Lottery Recession Response 
scheme, designed to help 
families and community 
organisations face the tough 
economic climate. 

Argyll Voluntary Action 
will extend its ‘People 
Plus’ project with an extra 
£27,008 and also received 
£53,105 for its ‘Time for 
Change’ programme, which 
encourages volunteering 
through time banking. 

Autism Argyll will get 
£2,150 and Bute Advice 
Centre is in line for an 
extra £34,515 to develop its 
services.

Islay and Jura Community 
Enterprises Ltd, which owns 
the MacTaggart Leisure 
Centre in Bowmore, will 
get £13,740. Gary Scott, 
general manager, said:  ‘Its 

support for a fragile area, 
on the edge, like Islay and 
Jura.’

Tha mi creidsinn gum bheil milleanan air feadh an t-
saoghail a tha, mar mise, toilichte dha Ceann Suidhe 
nan Stàitean Aonaichte, Barak Obama, gun deach aige 
air aonta fhaotainn air reachdas a bheir leasachadh air 
seirbheis slàinte na dùthcha aige. B’ e seo fear de na 
prìomh amasan poilitigeach aig Obama agus bha mòran as 
na meadhanan a’ cur air mhanadh dha nach soirbhicheadh 

a dhreuchd ri linn na h-iomairt seo. Ach sheas e ris na 
gheall e, agus tha na bhuannaich e a’ ciallachadh gum bi 
a-nise trithead ’s a dhà millean neach a bharrachd as na 
Stàitean le cinnt air seirbheis slàinte, naodhad ’s a còig as 
a’ cheud den t-sluagh aca gu lèir.

Tha e doirbh a chreidsinn gum bheil an dùthaich as 
beartaiche air an t-saoghal anns an trithead ’s a seachdamh 
àite a thaobh ìre seirbheis slàinte. Cò a shaoileadh gur 
ann mar sin a bhiodh le Ameireagaidh, a tha cho deiseil 
comhairle a thoirt air dùthchannan eile!

A dh’ aindeoin sin bha, agus tha fhathast, na Republanaich, 
partaidh na làimhe deise, daingeann an aghaidh an 

leasachadh air seirbheis slàinte, ach chan eil iad dèonach 
dad a bharrachd a phàigheadh, neo lughdachadh sam bith 
fhaicinn air na th’ aca an dràsta, airson seirbheis na mòr-
chuid a leigeil air adhart. Sin feallsanachd na làimhe deise 
co-dhiù agus as an t-seadh sin chan adhbhar annais e, ach 
tha na Republanaich cho làidir nam beachd is gum bheil 
iad a’ bagairt an reachdas seo a chur às ma gheibh iad air 
ais a riaghladh. 

Chan eil ach leth-cheud bliadhna bho thug Ameireagaidh 
ceum uimhir seo roimhe nuair a fhuair na daoine dubha 
cead bhòtaidh. A-rèir aithris naidheachd bha luchd-taice 

slàinte seo, a’ nochdadh gràin-cinnidh cuideachd. Mar 
a tha follaiseach cho tric, agus ann an iomadh dùthaich, 
cha mhòr an t-astar a tha eadar sìobhaltachd agus 
faisisteachd!

Chan eil an dùthaich seo fhèin gun mhasladh gràin-
cinnidh agus gràin-creideimh, ach nach ann dhuinn a 
thigeadh a bhith taingeil nach eil partaidh sam bith a’ 
moladh cur às dhan t-seirbheis slàinte a tha cho prìseil 
dhuinne uile!
It is good news for 95 per cent of American citizens that 
they can now enjoy the security of a guaranteed health 
care service. Five per cent are still apparently without 
protection.

But isn’t it astonishing, and surely a cause for shame, 
that the world’s richest country is only now staggering 
towards this level of care for its people. Fifty years ago 
it similarly struggled towards giving its black citizens the 
right to vote. It was not surprising to read reports that 
Republican demonstrators against this latest legislation 
used racial chants.

Britain shares the shame of racism and sectarianism, 
but at least none of our political parties is proposing the 
removal of the health care service which we all enjoy in 
this country!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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THE BODY of a Latvian 

Latvian fisherman’s 
body recovered 
from bay

Oban woman 
admits drink 
driving

Resurfacing work to close one of Oban’s busiest road routes

Highland
Airways’ collapse 
leave islanders 
high and dry 

EXCLUSIVE

Benderloch
disturbance

Staff from Scottish Association for Marine Science explained the wonders of seaweed to a class at St 
Columba’s Primary School. The primary one and two pupils learnt that seaweed was in most of the food they 
eat and even in the plastic on their i-Pods. Pictured are pupils, from left: Amy McGhee, Olivia Morawska, Alex 
Das and Jamie Wilson. 07_t13sea01

Unanimously voted 

New houses plan 
for  Cairndow

Police appeal after 
Killin sheep found 
butchered 

Oban police constables Daryl Burnside and Chris McAllister on 
the beat last week as part of a clampdown on illegal parking. 
07_t13park01

The carving that has been erected at the 
Tight Line in Lochawe in memory of the 
four anglers. 15_t14lochwatch02

Sculpture erected at Lochawe village
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Mull Lines

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Tobermory 
does not have a 
parking problem.

Argyll and Bute 
Council 
Roads Manager

PUPILS in Tobermory High School are being offered 
some extra hours at school.

Normally, when school closes for the Easter break 
pupils have an  hour to wait for public transport.

But head teacher Ms Des Fountain and Mrs Mitchell 
has offered children an extra hour in school as a safe 
place to wait for a bus home.

of the season at the Gallery in the Woods, Calgary.

carved furniture all made from her studio on the island. 
The exhibition will be open between April 1 to 28;  

check with the gallery for details on 01688 400256.

PUPILS from Tobermory Campus are reportin to The 

Ruth Darling, primary seven, said: ‘Alison, the archi-
tect, and Paul, her assistant, came into our class to talk 
about the Pre-5 unit, which will be using lots of renew-
able energy. 

‘The Pre-5 unit is using a wood pellet boiler for heat 
and hot water. The unit also has a recycled aluminium 
roof, newspaper insulation in the walls and sheep’s wool 

light is needed. 
‘Untreated timber cladding is used as it isn’t trans-

ported far. 
‘Sensor lights will be installed in the toilets. 
‘The radiators are on the ceiling so they radiate heat 

down and there is more wall space.’
Kier Carmichael said: ‘Renewables are a better source 

of energy than fossil fuels. Overall I would say the Pre-5 
unit will be a success and environmentally friendly, do-
ing its bit towards helping the planet.’

Dylan Cobban, primary six, said: ‘I found out that 
there is recycled newspaper in the walls and roof.

on the walls and ceiling, and no harmful chemicals are 
used.’

The pre-five unit which is under construction, in 
Tobermory, at the present time. 

AS TOUR of Mull Rally 
enthusiasts prepare to get 
into the event’s driving seat, 
Strathclyde Police have 
offered their support.

First hurdle
A potential hurdle on the 

rally’s road to success has 
been overcome this week 
with Strathclyde Police’s 
new chief inspector for 
Oban, Mull and the isles, 
throwing his support behind 
the annual event.

Chief Inspector Glen Bland, 

who is based at Oban, said: 
‘Without doubt, Strathclyde 
Police recognises the huge 
community and economic 

and we will endeavour to 
keep the policing costs as 
low as possible. 

Commitment 
‘I  have given a 

commitment to Councillor 
Mary-Jean Devon that 
costs provided to the group 
are the minimum we can 
charge for our operations 

during the event,’ he said.
   ‘I have also offered to attend 
the event in my own time to 
support my colleagues and 
the community on the island 
during the rally. 

‘It will be a 
priviledge to do so.’
  It is understood that the 
charges will be in the region 
of £7,000.

Mike Story, spokesperson 
for the event, said: ‘In 
three short weeks since the 
announcement that the 2300 

Club had decided not to 
run the 2010 Tour of Mull, 
islanders have experienced 
the complete gambit of 
emotions, from initial shock 
to despair and now hope 
and excitement.

Buzzing
‘The island is buzzing with 

the news that the 2010 Tour 
of Mull will be run by the 
community and take place 
in its traditional October 
weekend.

‘The out-pouring of 

support from both off and 

‘Having appointed Steve 
Davies as rally organiser, 
the steering group has 
turned its attention to 
providing Steve’s team with 

support needed to pull 
together such a vital event. 

‘As well as offers of support 
from rally experts and 
enthusiasts, many important 
groups including The Mull 
and Iona Community Trust, 

Holiday Mull, Strathclyde 
Police, local doctors and 
medics and Strathclyde Fire 
Service, have all pledged 
their help. 

‘A great deal has been 
achieved in the three weeks 
but we have a long way to 
go.

‘Teams of rally fundraisers 
are now out and about 

‘This event is so important 
to the island that we urge 
people to step up and show 

Chief Inspector throws his weight behind Tour of Mull Rally

AFTER six years and 
countless hours of Argyll 
and Bute Council time, 
plans for parking charges in 
Tobermory were scrapped 
during a hearing last week.

Following a long-running 
debate, three members of 
staff and seven councillors 
attended the island meeting. 
However, doubt is now 
being expressed on the 
competency of the original 
proposal.

Argyll and Bute Council 

charges on Mull in 2005. 
These were subsequently 
dropped. But using the 
original consultations 

forward plans to charge to 
use Main Street parking and 
the Ledaig Car Park, both 
Tobermory, during 2010. 

The meeting heard that 
Argyll and Bute Council 
could earn an estimated 
£40,000 from summer 
charging in the car park. 

Local protester and 
island businessman Brian 
Swinbank said: ‘This does 
not take into account the 
loss of goodwill of the 
volunteers who look after 

a cheaper rent negotiated 
from Crown Estates.’

He continued: ‘The 
townsfolk of Tobermory 

built the car park. Argyll 
and Bute Council was one 
partner in the funding. 

‘They should have talked 
with the partners and the 
landlord before considering 
introducing this fee.’

Six out of seven councillors 
felt that the objections were 
upheld.

Councillor Neil Mackay 
said: ‘I understand that the 
roads department have to 

it seems unreasonable  when 
there is no alternative, that 
parking should be charged 
for in Tobermory. 

‘I believe it would have an 
adverse effect on business 
and therefore the objections 
are upheld.

‘Plus, the fact that the car 
park is on rented land and 
partners who built the car 
park are not in agreement.’

An afternoon meeting to 
discuss parking on Main 
Street was shocked when 
roads manager Neil Brown 

revealed he was no longer 
minded to push forward 
plans for parking charges 
within the island’s capital  
as he said: ‘Tobermory 
does not have a parking 
problem.’

Members of the public 
were in full agreement and 
the public meeting was 
disbanded.

After the meeting Alan 
Reid MP said: ‘I am 
delighted that Argyll and 
Bute Council have seen 
sense and decided not to 
impose parking charges in 
Tobermory. 

‘This was a daft idea, 
especially in the middle 
of a recession when our 
towns need to attract all the 
business they can.

‘The council’s SNP and 
Independent administration 
is always moaning about 
being short of money. I 
wonder how much they 
wasted on this long drawn 
out fruitless exercise.’

Tobermory’s     
pay to park plan
is scrapped

A KILLIN lorry driver 
who has been in prison in 
France for two years has 
been offered a retrial by 
authorities.

Alistair Campbell, aged 48, 

drugs in his absence and was 
extradited in 2008.

Alistair has always 
protested his innocence but 
has never had his day in 
court to give his version of 
events.

A date for the trial is still 
to be set.

Anne McGuire MP 
for Stirling, said: ‘ I am 

delighted to hear that Mr 
Campbell has been granted 
a retrial in France, which 
will hopefully give him the 
opportunity to present the 
French legal authorities with 
all the facts relating to his 
case and allow him to prove 
his innocence which he has 
always maintained.’

A spokesperson for 
Alistair’s family said: ‘The 
awkward thing is that we 
have to more or less prove 
that Alistair is innocent, 
rather than the authorities 
proving him guilty. But we 
will do it.’

Killin lorry driver to 
have retrial in France

Connel speed limit extended
NEW signs were due to be in place extending the speed 
limit around the village of Connel. 

Scotland TranServ announced last year the eastern 
approach to the village would get a new 40mph zone. Connel 
Community Council initially argued it would be safer to 
extend the current 30mph limit to the corner at Dunfuniary.  

But at last week’s meeting, secretary Les Stewart, said it 
was time to accept this was the best they were going to get 
in the short term. ‘We have had so many arguments with 
them in the past that I really feel we should be positive 
rather than nark away.’

Residents also expressed concern at drivers speeding 

help tackle the problem. 
A spokesman for TranServ said putting the new speed 

limit in place had been delayed by works to re-enforce a 
wall. He said: ‘The new speed limit signs are planned to be 
in place by the end of March. These signs will take effect on 

The stretch of road is still to be re-surfaced, with some 
lane closures, due to be completed by mid April. 
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AN INVESTIGATION into last 
summer’s RAF jet crash at the Rest 
and Be Thankful has found that the 
Tornado F3 ran out of room to turn 
during a routine training exercise.

The crash, which happened on July 
2 at Glen Kinglas, resulted in the 
deaths of two RAF personnel.

Minister of State for the Armed 
Forces, Bill Rammell, told MPs last 
week that the RAF service inquiry 

turning room’ and crashed into the 
hillside at Glen Kinglas.

The investigation concluded that it 

terrain’ but did not apportion any 
blame.

He said: ‘From the Accident Data 
Recorder information, the Service 
Inquiry was able to identify the 
sequence of airborne events and 
concluded that the cause of the 

room being available within the 
valley to complete the turn. 

‘Effectively, once the aircraft had 

all but impossible to achieve the 
turn safely. As a consequence, the 
aircraft crashed into the north slope 
of Glen Kinglas, Argyll, 14 minutes 
after take-off.’

Both the Tornado’s pilot, Flight 
Lieutenant Kenneth Thompson, and 
navigator, Flight Lieutenant Nigel 
Morton, were killed in the crash.

Mr Rammell said: ‘Our deepest 
sympathies remain with their 
families and friends.’

The inquiry report concluded 

systems, engines and structure were 
serviceable and all critical systems 

It made a total of 26 
recommendations largely relating 
to aircrew training and check and 
assurance processes. 

The Ministry of Defence said 
these were being addressed and 
would implemented ‘as soon as is 
practicable’.

Last summer’s jet crash closed the road for several days whilst the 
MoD carried out investigation work. 06_a28jet04

Rest and Be Thankful crash 
investigation concludes 
RAF jet had no room to turn

TRANS-ATLANTIC per-
formers are heading for the 
Tiree Festival.

The small island festival 
has already attracted Phil 
Cunningham and Sker-
ryvore as part of its all-star 
line up.
  Kicking off with a concert 
on Thursday July 22 – the 
festival is looking to be the 
biggest yet. 

Tiree festival 
attracts big names

Computer is stolen 
in break-in
A COMPUTER has been 
stolen from a house in Villa 
Road, Oban between 11pm 
on Friday and 2.15am on 
Saturday following a break-
in.

Police want anyone who 
may have seen anything 
suspicious in the area at 
that time to contact them on 
01631 510 500.

Museum launches 
Easter challenge
OBAN WAR and Peace 
Museum has launched an 
Easter challenge for local 
children.

The museum has devel-
oped a quiz for youngsters 
to take part in when they 
visit – with £30 vouchers 
for WH Smith up for grabs.

The challenge is to cor-
rectly answer 20 questions 
about items on display in 
the museum. If all ques-
tions are answered correctly 
watchkeepers at the mu-
seum will enter the child’s 
name into a grand draw at 
the end of the Easter holi-
days. The Easter Challenge 
starts on April 1 and runs 
until April 18 and mums and 
dads are allowed to help.

The Museum displays cov-
er a wide range of subjects 
including Oban in the war 

transatlantic cable, the Cru-
achan story and much more. 
The museum is open seven 
days a week from 10am to 
4pm and admission is free.
The challenge is open to all 
children up to 12 years old 
visiting the museum.
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Puppet festival

centre.

Park pupil Cameron Johnston with PCs Adrienne McIntyre on Oban and James Cairns on Glespin. 

of new ferry

-

from April 1.

increase this year is neces-
sary to protect commitments 

ACHA raise rents

the entertainment with humorous 

Fundraiser

clubs in the four years since the 

The top table at this year’s Ryan MacPhail Memorial Trust 
Sportsman’s Dinner, from left: John MacEachen, Joe Harper, Willie 
Young and Councillor Roddy McCuish. 07_t14ryan01

Oban Highland dancer Eilidh MacInnes was once again invited 
by the Royal Tank Regiment to dance at the Cambrai Ball in 
Honnington, Suffolk. This year Eilidh also took along her nephew, 
Ryan. Eilidh has been dancing for the military for more than 15 
years but this was a first for Ryan, who said it was a great honour.

MacQueen Bros.
Charitable Trust

Community Charity Shop, White Buildings, North Pier

Tel 01631 564848 
Charity No. SC041044

-

The Oban Times

OT

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone: 01631 563271

TWO NEW, 
AFFORDABLE,

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY
WOOD FUELS

For your existing fire or stove
Highfire Sawdust Briquettes

A lower cost alternative to coal and wood 
made from compressed sawdust.

Briquettes produce 87% less ash than coal.
Briquettes generate 64% more heat than wood.
Briquettes’ ash, if burnt alone, can be used as a 

fertilizer.
Briquettes are an affordable and environmentally 

friendly alternative to burning coal or wood.
Available in 22kg bags for domestic or 

commercial use.

If you are looking to buy a new heating 
system or convert your old one...

Brites - The ideal fuel for wood pellet stoves 
and boilers.

Brites are a clean, greenand cheaper way to heat 
homes or businesses.

Brites deliver quality, price stability and 
sustainability.

Available in 10kg bags for domestic or 
commercial wood pellet systems.
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A RECENT hazel chair-
making course run by Forestry 
Commission Scotland at Sgoil 
na Coille in Salen, a beautiful 
wooden gazebo in a native 
oakwood near Loch Sunart, has 
shown what can be done using 
sustainable techniques.

Participants took almost two 
days to make each chair, but 

now each apprentice is the proud 
owner of a hand-made and unique 
piece of furniture.

Colin MacDonald, a Commission 
craftsperson in Ardnamurchan, 
led the workshop. He has a keen 
interest in green woodworking 
using natural materials and 
traditional skills.

He said: ‘The chairs are very 

sustainable, which is increasingly 
important as people become 
more environmentally aware. 
The wood is from local trees that 
have been coppiced - cut back so 
they can re-grow to be used again 
in a few years.’

Forestry Commission Scotland’s 
local team run a range of events 
throughout the year. 

The chair makers with their finished furniture.

THE MEUR Chruachain branch 
of An Comunn Gaidhealach held 
the last of its winter ceilidhs in 
Taynuilt Village Hall on Saturday 
March 19.

Iain Hurst, on the pipes, opened 
proceedings and also played for 
dancer Eilidh MacInnes, who 
gave a spirited performance of 
the Sword Dance, Sean Truibhis, 
and the Salior’s Hornpipe.

Young Robert Robertson from 
Fort William sang Gaelic songs 
and performed with the guitar 

and accordion and Rachel Walker 
from Spean Bridge also sang and 
played the keyboard.

They were followed by 

was accompanied by Hector 
MacFadyen on the accordion, 
who also played a few solo 
tunes.

Seamus Campbell, Mod 
medallist and choir conductor, 
sang a number of Gaelic songs. 
Some of these were unfamiliar 
to the audience but Seamus 

explained the origin of each song 
before singing.

Seamus’ wife Karen was Beann 
an Tighe for the evening and told 
some very amusing descriptions 
of grandparents by eight-year- 
olds.

The usual home-baking and teas 
were served at the interval and, 

of thanks was given by Moira 
Dunlop.

The ceilidh ended with the 
singing of Soraidh Leibh.

PUPILS of Bowmore Primary School’s 
after-school senior cookery club got 
together with their teacher Mrs Paisley 
and planned a Big Bake for Haiti.

They wanted to do something to 
help the children of Haiti so a Big 
Bake was planned. The children made 

parent/carers. The junior cookery club 

- primary 4/5 pupils - baked on the 
Wednesday afternoon.

The senior cookery club baked for 
two hours on the Thursday afternoon 
assisted by Mrs Paisley and Mrs 
Stitchell.

The Big Bake sale took place at the 
morning interval on the Friday. All the 
baking was set up and the rest of the 

children in the school came to buy the 
tasty treats.

At the end of the day all that was left 

and, more importantly, £250!
The pupils would like to say a big 

thank you to everyone who helped 
them raise the money for the children 
of Haiti. 

The senior cookery club with their teachers.

Winter ceilidh season ends on a high note

Sgoil na Coille chair-making course success

Bowmore Primary School’s big bake for Haiti

ISLAY

Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215
Islay Community 
Council members 
elected
IN THE recent by-
election, the following 
Islay Community Council 
representatives were 
elected.

The new members and their 
particular areas of interest 
are: Ken Wyllie, chairman 
and lead on Community 
Planning Partnership; 
Hamish Campbell, secretary 
and roads; Islay McEachern, 
roads; Neil Woodrow, ferries 
and transportation; Roberta 
McNeil, licencing, ferries 
and transportation; Mairead 
MacKechnie, Shoreline 
Project; Peter McLellan, 
Shoreline Project; John 
McGillivray, planning; 
Fergus Muir, member; 
Catherine Gilchrist, 
member.

Islay Community Council 
can be contacted by email at 
islaycc@googlemail.com or 
by post at Hamish Campbell, 
Secretary, Trudernish, 
Kildalton, Port Ellen.

Easter Islay 
and Jura youth 
activities 
ISLAY has created a new 
youth services development 
part-time post, which has 
been set up to work with 
young people of Islay and 
Jura.

Over the coming Easter 
week, many exciting projects 
will be available. 

This year, Fantastic Friday 
at Islay High School is 
being repeated, when young 
people from the islands 
and the Borders will get 
together, with a return visit 
from Robbie Armstrong and 
Sam Williams bringing their 
circus skills workshops. The
workshops will run from 
April 12 to 14, for up to 30 
young people.

For teens who want to be 
in a band, musician Sam 
Tweedie from Bute will 
be in Islay from April 9 to 
11 helping young people 
to play music and songs to 
performance standard. 

There are plans for weekly 
practices and local band 
nights at weekends so 
the young musicians can 
continue to practise and 
perform.

JJ Cranston will work with 

group from April 12 to 16 in 

a workshop named ‘Where 
Does the Sky Start?’. Tracy 
Hunter, the organiser, says 
that workshop places will 
be allocated on a request 
basis, so anyone interested 
should book early to prevent 
disappointment.

High school pupils will 
be given information about 
booking and times.

Funding has come from 
Islay and Jura CVS, Healthy 
Living Network and Argyll 
and Bute Council. 

Eastertime
ISLAY is preparing for 
family visitors and tourists 
to arrive for the Easter 
holidays.

The island’s various centres 
of interest are opening, ready 
to please and inform the 
expected visitors. 

Already many birdwatchers 
are visiting, hoping 
especially to catch sight of 
rare migrating birds.

Walk Islay   
Week
WALK Islay week 2010 
starts on Saturday April 10, 
ending on Saturday April 
17.

The week includes many 
beautiful guided walks on 
Islay, and also trips to Jura 
and Colonsay if weather 
permits.

The walks are graded as 
easy, moderate, challenging 

and strenuous, so there 
is a day out available for 
everyone. Besides a detailed 
description of each walk, 
a guide, available at www.
walkislay.co.uk, includes 
general information about 
each day’s meeting points, 
times and esitmated length 
of the walk. 

A nominal fee will be 
charged for each walk. 
Suitable footwear and 
waterproof clothing is 
strongly recommended, as 
well as a packed lunch some 
days. For further information 
on, phone Ian Brooke on 
01496 850 382, or e mail 
footsteps@walkislay.co.uk

Dog walking 
and lambing 
time
AS OUTDOOR lambing 
begins, it is essential that 
dog owners and dog walkers 
make certain their dogs don’t 
disturb pregnant ewes and 
ewes with newborn lambs.

No matter how well-trained 
a dog may be, just seeing a 
dog makes sheep fearful and 
they will try to run away 
from it. Sheep are timid 
‘prey’ animals, so it is best 
not to let pet dogs come near 
to sheep.

Where there are signs 

dogs be kept away during 
April-June, please respect 

these requests to protect the 
sheep. Young lambs are very 
vulnerable. If separated from 
their mothers, lambs quickly 
die of cold and starvation. 
The ewe’s milk is their only 
food, and very frequent feeds 
are essential.

Brown hares     
in spring
ISLAY’S brown hares 
become more active as 
Spring arrives. 

They are seen in small 

is grazed short. 
‘Mad March hares’ are 

known for chasing one 
another and for rearing up on 
hind legs to ‘box’ each other 
as they get ready to mate. 

Especially in the Rhinns of 
Islay, adult and young hares 
are commonly seen feeding 

even through the daytime. 
When the leverets are born 
the mother leaves them in 
well-hidden nests, where she 
returns to feed them. 

In many other places, it’s 
very unusual to see a hare, as 
they are only active at night 

forms, their lying places.
During the hours of 

darkness, hares often 
frequent verges of Islay’s 
country roads and care needs 
to be taken by drivers as 
hares’ vision may be dazzled 
by headlights.

Weather
WHILE we saw some snow 
in February, March has been 
a brighter month, although 
there is still snow on the 
higher ground.

Fishing
MARCH marks a renewal of 
creeling for the local boats 
for the year.

Whatever the month brings, 
we hope it will be a success 
in our home waters.

No herring, as yet, has been 
detected by our shores in the 
Minch.

Pollock has been caught 

past week and we hope the 
story will be even more 
encouraging as the year 
progresses.

Poultry
SOME households are taking 
on poultry, as the mink seems 
to have been eradicated.

However, others may be 
suspicious of a return by the 
mink if it senses the scent of 
more victims.

Yachts
THERE is the possibility 
of yachts and cabin cruisers 
arriving again for the 
season.

Old buildings
THE TWO oldest buildings 
on Scalpay are the old shop 
and the old curing shed, both 
in a state of disrepair.

Both are beginning to break 
apart and the windows of the 
shop and the curing shed is 
falling down.

They are especially 
vulnerable during a storm, 
as they are open to the 
elements.

Prompt island 
delivery service
ON SCALPAY a delivery 
van is helpful as it brings 
supplies of groceries from 
Tarbert, Harris. 

It is run by F D Munro, 
who is very obliging to serve 
his customers promptly.

High hopes
for Easter       
visitors
A FEW tourists have called 
locally but as we approach 
Easter, the weather is good 
and we look forward to 
seeing more visitors to the 
island.

Each year before their Easter holidays, Glencoe Primary School pupils plan and 
design a model of their choice using eggs and or eggshells. Judge this year was 
the Rev Adrian Fellows, who had the difficult task of choosing the best entry from 
a wide range of imaginative designs. After much deliberation, Keira Battersley 
was judged the P1/2 winner, Katie Higgins the P3/4/5 winner and Lynda
Cattanach the P6/7 winner.

SCALPAY

Your correspondent 
is D Morrison:
01859 540217

Glencoe Primary School egg model winners

A CONNEL Guide will be one of 10 from Scotland to 
represent her country at an international camp to mark the 
centenary of Girl Guiding.

Veronica Spiers will attend the Jubjam 100 in Holland in 
July and August this year after she was chosen from hundreds 
of guides across the country to attend the landmark event.

The 17-year-old said: ‘I’m chuffed to bits to be going 
to Jubjam 100 as Argyll’s representative. I have been to 
Ayrwaves, which is an international camp held in Ayrshire 
every four years, but this will be a lot bigger because we are 
in the centenary year.’

Veronica, who lives at Achnacloich, has been in Rainbows, 

her Guide leader Dr Allison Davies for helping her as she 
attempts to raise the £650 required for the trip.

As part of the fund-raising, Veronica is organising a soup 
lunch in Connel Church Hall this Saturday.

Veronica Spiers will represent Scotland at the Girl 
Guiding centenary event, Jubjam 100, in Holland. 
07_t13guid01

Connel Guide’s camp honour

KILLIN

Your correspondent 
is Judy Forster:        
01597 820298
Looking for 
orchards
THE COMMUNITY
involvement phase of 
the Forth Valley Orchard 

Regeneration Scheme is now 
underway. 

Anyone who owns or 
manages orchards, has one 
or two trees in their garden 
or knows of a few trees on 
public land should please get 
in touch.

The orchards of Forth 
Valley are being mapped 
and information is sought
on their location, type, age, 
condition and current use 
and whether there is interest 
in creating and managing 
orchards, maintaining 
existing trees or using the 
fruit.

It would be interesting 
to know if it would be 
worthwhile in forming a 
group to further develop 
orchards in Forth Valley.  
This information would 
help in seeing how valued 
orchards are by both their 
owners and the wider 
community and whether 
they have any value for 
wildlife, the local economy 
and the landscape.  It is the 
aim to work with a range of 
partners in a second stage 
of the initiative to develop 
orchards on a more practical 
level.

The survey can be 
completed on www.
surveymonkey.com. The 
survey can be completed for 
each orchard or collection of 
trees. A copy of the survey 
can also be downloaded from 

postcards are in the process 
of being distributed to local 
libraries and other public 
places. If anyone is able to 
distribute these in their area 
please get in touch. The 
orchard pages of the Forth 
Valley Food Links website 
will give an update on what 
is happening.

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government, with the support of associated 

partner organisations. Maximum call charge from BT landline is 3p per minute. Call costs from other networks may vary. Text costs vary 

depending on your mobile operator.

0845 609 6611
www.bgateway.com
or visit your local offi ce

How can
I make my

business more
successful?

Looking for more support
for your business?

Think Business Gateway.

Business Gateway provides

support to both start-up and

existing businesses to help

you feel more confident in the

current economic climate.

We provide support and expert

advice on everything from

reviewing your business

priorities to finding new

customers in an increasingly

competitive market place.

Our experienced advisers can

provide you with a FREE

business health check and

help identify potential options

for growth. 

Make a smart move for your

business today, call

01546 605459 for an

appointment with your local

adviser.
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FORT William Primary School raised 
around £100 at an Easter ‘bunny drive’ last 
Wednesday night.

Rabbits replaced the more traditional 
beetles for the fund-raiser, which saw all 
the tables in the classroom annexe packed 
as mums, dads and excited youngsters 
rolled dice to throw the number they needed 
to draw in the bunny on cards provided.
Parent council chairperson Elaine Tennant 
said: ‘The children had a great time and 
we would like to take the opportunity to 
thank all the parents, families, friends and 
of course the children for coming along 
and having such a great time.’

Suzanne Anderson rolls the dice as Coreen Mulvey, 
aged 4, helps her mum Angela fill in the scores. 
Coreen starts school at Fort William after the summer 
holidays. 10_f14bunny01

PUPILS at Taynuilt Primary and 
nursery put on a concert to mark the 
retirement of the village’s policeman, 
Constable Davy Paterson. 

Constable Paterson, who has 
spent the past 18 years as Taynuilt’s 
policeman, was also presented with 
a special card and a generous gift 

voucher from the children and staff. 
Head teacher Caroline Boyle said: 
‘The children dressed up as policemen, 
robbers or football players, as he is 
keen on football. They did a selection 
of policeman jokes, songs and rhymes 
for him and sang a song written about 
him. Because Constable Paterson also 

sings in Gaelic choirs, our own choir 
sang two Gaelic songs.’

Constable Paterson said: ‘The school 
asked me up for a ‘wee’ presentation so 
I was amazed when they put on a whole 
concert for me. It was a great day and I 
want to thank everybody at the school 
for the kindness and generosity.’

Police Constable David Paterson is retiring after 30 years in the force. 16_t11davyp03

After 30 years policing in Argyll, Police Constable David 

Paterson stepped down last week. Over the years the 

popular Taynuilt officer has seen a few changes...

DAVY was a trainee quantity 
surveyor for Dumbarton 
Council when one of his 
colleagues suggested that he 
might be interested in joining 
the police. 

‘I don’t think that was a 

a surveyor, more to do with 
my love of long-distance 
running.

‘For several years I 
represented Strathclyde 
Police at various competitions 
throughout Britain, which I 
enjoyed immensely.

‘One of my career highlights 
was taking part in the torch 
run between Greece and 
Glasgow for the European 
Special Olympics. 

‘Our team, which was one 
of two, started in Strasbourg 
and we ran through many 
countries bringing the torch 
into Portsmouth. We then 
brought the torch from 
Newcastle to Glasgow – all 
in four weeks.’

As a constable Davy has 
been stationed in places that 
many people would consider 
idyllic.

He and his wife Audrey, 
a theatre nurse, have three 
children: Euan, born when 
the couple lived in Dunoon, 
Innes, born while he lived in 

Islay, and Rowan who was 
born in the police house in 
Taynuilt.

In his time Davy has 
worked in Islay, Tiree, Coll, 
Jura, Colonsay, Mull and 
Iona. ‘It is a good part of the 
job being able to get out and 
about and see the islands of 
Argyll,’ he said. 

Davy claims he could have 
had a career in the movies if 
it hadn’t been for the Royal 
Family. 

‘I had managed to get a part 
as an extra in Rob Roy. I was 
all geared up for a day on set 
when Princess Anne decided 
to come to town.

‘All leave was cancelled 
and I had to escort the 
princess. Rural policing 
is very different from city 
policing. Any given day 
can range from taping up a 
tourist’s glasses to dealing 
with a fatal road accident and 
making visits to schools. 

‘The job is about crime 
prevention as much as 
detection in rural areas. 

jack-of-all-trades.
‘You live in the community 

that you police and therefore 
you have to work with the 
people you live alongside. 
There has to be a good balance. 

I have had fantastic support 
from the communities where 
I have worked particularly in 
Taynuilt and Islay.’

During his seven years in 
Islay, Davy helped to set up 
Islay Boys Football Club and 
became a referee. During 
his 18 years in Taynuilt he 
helped establish Taynuilt 
Junior Football Club and is 
a regular referee for youth 
teams in the area and at Oban 
Saints’ Argyll and Keyline 
cups.

Davy is a member of 
Taynuilt Gaelic Choir and 
Còisir Ceann An Tuirc 
(Argyll Male Voice Gaelic 
Choir) and is involved in the 
local branch of An Commun 
Gàidhealach. He claims to 
be fourth in the world when 
it comes to singing duets 
with Audrey, his Mod silver 
pendant wife.

Far from sitting back and 
putting his feet up Davy has 
signed up for a new career 
as a tour guide at Cruachan 
Visitor Centre, learning 
to play the accordion and 

Argyll. 
He will remain in the 

village, moving to a new 
house in Aldersyde.

t13davy1no
Children from Taynuilt Primary School perform a few songs, dressed as policemen and robbers, to mark 
Constable Davy Paterson’s retirement.

THE 2nd Fort William Company 
of the Boys Brigade held its 
annual inspection display 
and presentation of prizes in 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish 
Church Hall on Friday March 
19.

Captain Andy Muirhead gave 
his report on the year before 

Islands Fire and Rescue Service 
group manager Pat McElhinney, 
presented the awards.

Trophy winners: Dan Hunter 

Memorial Trophy - Ian 
MacQueen; Lawrence Wilson 
Memorial Shield for best squad 
- Squad 1, L/Cpl Michael 
Lawrie; Brierley Hill Trophy 
for the boy showing the most 
improvement in drill over the 
year - Pte Christopher Cairns; 
Duncansburgh Cup for Christian 
endeavour – L/Cpl Robbie 
Thurlow; Jim Rodger Trophy for 
best all-round boy in badge work, 
attendance and enthusiasm – Pte 
Fraser MacKenzie. Centenary 

Cup for best junior section boy 
– Jack Mathieson; The Wattie 
Adam Cup to best junior squad 
- Jets, Lewis MacInnes. 

Promotions: AB to JS and Blue 
Badges - Ben MacWhirter, Daniel 
Macleod, Max Fox-Gillies, Soll 
Coll; JS to CS and junior section 
Gold Award - Lewis MacInnes, 
Jack Mathieson, Calum Fraser, 
Matthew Weir, Ryan Gunn, 
Dylan MacKenna. 

Best Anchor Boy - Nathan 
Johnston.

Award winners, officers and guests at the 2nd Fort William Boys Brigade at the annual 
inspection display and presentation of prizes. 

Annual BB display and prize presentation

PC Paterson 
hangs up 
his uniform
after 30 years

Primary school and nursery pupils bid a fond farewell

‘Bunny drive’ fun at 
Fort William Primary 
School raises £100

Got a story for The Oban Times? Call our reporters         
on 01631 568000 or 01397 703003.

Morar
VICE president Eileen 
MacPhie opened the meeting 

the sad loss of president 
Dorothy Simpson, who will 
be sorely missed.

Ten members attended. 
Connie Grant gave a talk on 
her forthcoming educational 
trip to Malawi to help build 
a school and to teach sport. 
Connie was thanked and 
presented with a cherub 
to help towards her fund 
raising.

Competition: Shortbread 
- 1 Mary Ferguson; 2 Cathie
Stewart; 3 Anne Currie; 4
Pauline Elwell.

Card: 1 June Foxwell; 2
Christine Haynes.

Hostesses - Anne Currie and 
Christine Haynes.

Dervaig
AT DERVAIG SWRI’s 
March meeting members 
welcomed Mike Shilson 
who spoke about his work as 
a Shiatsu practitioner.  

Shiatsu is a Japanese 
healing therapy which 
combines age-old Chinese 
healing wisdom with more 
modern knowledge gleaned 
from space technology 
and the use of magnetic 
resonance imaging.  Shiatsu 
treatment is a form of natural 
massage therapy to balance 
the body’s energy and help 
its natural healing abilities.  

Mike supplemented his talk 
with various demonstrations. 
He also talked about the 
importance of diet and the 
need to avoid foodstuffs that 
have been grown, or made, 
and treated with unnecessary 
chemicals.

He certainly gave 
the meeting a different 
perspective on how the 
human body works and how 
to look after it, together with 
suggestions for a more ‘body 
friendly’ diet. 

Linda Paterson thanked 
him for coming and members 
then took a slightly guilty 
pleasure in their tea and 
biscuits!

Fionnphort
JANE Russell of Tobermory 
was guest speaker and 
craft leader for the March 
meeting.

She started by explaining 
the federation activities 
‘Variations on a Theme’ and 
Ruralympics. Fionnphort is 
hosting the latter event next 
year. 

Members then got down 
to the craft activity for the 
evening, petal pounding.  
Jane gave an energetic 
demonstration, then most 
members got down to the 
extremely noisy and vigorous 
activity.  There seemed to be 
a good deal of success and 
some quite attractive motifs 
were produced. Everyone 
felt sorry for the two 
members who couldn’t take 
part for health reasons; they 
could have done with some 
ear-defenders! 

Jane judged the three-fruit 
marmalade competition, 
which was won by Marilyn 
Granger. Last month’s 
waterfall photography 
competition was won by Sue 
Reed.

Refreshments were 
provided by Brik Halcrow 
and Heather Owen. 

Salen
THE MARCH meeting 
began with a visit from 
Jeanette Cutlack, who gave 
a talk and demonstration on 
21st century sugar craft.

Jeanette began with 
decorating cupcakes. This 

buttercream. Then she made 

paste for the top. The artistry 
was clever especially as she 
had some wonderful cutters, 
which were purchased on the 
internet.

This was followed by 
decorated cookies. 

Finally  Jeanette showed 
members how to marzipan 
and ice a an Easter cake. 

Lots of questions were 
asked, and there will be a 
few nice cupcakes  around 
Salen this Easter. 

A very enjoyable evening.
In the competitions, Tula 

salmon quiche.

Around the 
Rurals

The National Trust for Scotland has teamed up with Cadbury
again this year to bring Easter Trails to 35 of our properties
across the country from Friday 2 to Monday 5 April!

Join in the family fun as you 
follow the trail, collect the 
clues, solve the puzzle and win 
a Cadbury Egghead!
To add to the fun, on some days, 
children’s entertainers will be on 
hand at many trails with activities 
to keep the children entertained, 
and adults can just relax and 
take in the surroundings of these 
stunning gardens! 

Crarae Garden, Inveraray
Fri 2 – Mon 5 Apr, 10am – 4pm  
Tel 0844 493 2210
There’ll be extra fun on Sunday 
and Monday when there’ll be a 
face painter on hand!

Arduaine Garden, Oban 
Fri 2 to Mon 5 Apr, 
9.30am – 4.30pm 
Tel 0844 4932216

The trails are included in the 
usual admission price.

Cadbury Easter Egg Trails at 
Arduaine Garden and Crarae Garden

For more information on family events across Scotland visit 

www.nts.org.uk
The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410
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The Amari 3 seater sofa, in a choice of colours at no extra cost. 
Full range of matching pieces including sofabeds, all half price too.£499HALF PRICE

Was £998. Save £499.

HALF PRICE SAVINGS
at the NEW DFS store Inverness

All finance 
is free 
at DFS

The Quartz 4 seater sofa, in a choice of 
colours at no extra cost. 2 accent cushions 
FREE. Footstool shown optional extra. 
Full range of matching pieces including 
sofabeds also half price.

£399 HALF PRICE
Was £798. Save £399.

The Quartz 4 seater sofa £399. Or take 4 years interest free credit with nothing to pay for the first year. No deposit and 36 equal monthly payments of 
£11.08 starting 12 months from date of order. Total £399. 0% APR. Credit subject to acceptance. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster DN6 7NA. 
DFS may alter or extend promotions at any time. Higher prices offered at all other DFS stores. *Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000.0% APRTY

PI
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YOU SIMPLY 
CAN’T BUY 
BETTER

• 1, 2, 3 or 4 years free credit 
on everything in store with
no deposit – not a single 
penny for the fi rst year

• Choose any colour in the 
range at no extra cost

• Everything’s handmade to 
order – just for you

• Europe’s no.1 sofa specialist

• 10 year guarantee on 
everything DFS make

• All DFS leather sofas are 
100% real leather all over, 
no imitation or leather match

• Over 40 years’ experience 
of helping people fi nd their 
perfect sofa

, , .

Everything in

is HALF PRICE

4 seater sofa.£795 HALF PRICE
Was £1595. Save £800.

Easter Opening Hours: Mon to Good Fri 9am to 8pm. Easter Sat 9am to 6pm.
Easter Sun 10am to 6pm. Easter Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm.

DFS Inverness (01463) 701290
Millburn Road, Inverness IV2 3TR

4 YEARS FREE 
CREDIT WITH 
NOTHING TO PAY 
FOR THE FIRST YEAR

All fi nance is FREE at DFS Save time – order direct at
www.dfs.co.uk 

or call FREE* on

0800 110 5000 
and speak to 

a personal shopper

24 hrs a day – 7 days a week

M o r a yF i r t h

KESSOCK
BRIDGE

MILLBURN ROAD

B865 B865

HARBOUR ROAD

A82

A
9

H IGHLAND    A96

A9

A
9

RAIGMOREINTERCHANGE

THISTLE
HOTEL

TO
 C

IT
Y

TO C
IT

Y C
ENTRE

FROM

ELGIN

Save time order direct at

 3 seater sofa in 100% real leather 
all over. Accent cushions optional extra.£748 HALF PRICE

Was £1498. Save £750.

 3 seater sofa in 100% real leather all over. 
Available in a choice of 10 colours at no extra cost.£599HALF PRICE

Was £1198. Save £599.
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web guide 
to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits per year.

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Lady Lou
Sad  wee girl who needs somebody to love her.

Afraid of dogs, children and going outside – 
looking for an indoor home.

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Friday 2nd April > The Stone Roses Experience
O’Donnell’s from 8pm

Friday 2nd April > Chart Sounds
Paparazzi D.J Jonny 9pm

Friday 2nd April > The Zodiacs
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 2nd April > Danny Carroll
The Woody

Saturday 3rd April > HERCULES MANDRIN
O’Donnell’s from 8pm

Saturday 3rd April > Tim o’ Connor
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Saturday 3rd April > DJ Donald
The Woody

Sunday 4th April > Trail West
The Woody from 10pm

Sunday 4th April > Poker Night
Markie Dans (Every Second Sunday)

4th and 5th April > Second Sight 
The Woody Physic evenings

Saturday 3rd April > Dance Sounds
Paparazzi D.J  9pm

Friday 9th April > LIVE BAND
O’Donnell’s from 8pm

Saturday 10th April > Declan Hegarty
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Wednesday 14th April > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans 8-9pm then 11pm-12am

OBAN High School hosted the third annual 
Argyll and Bute Dance Festival with 26 teams 
entering from Oban High, Hermitage Academy, 
Lochgilphead High, Campbeltown Grammar and 
Tobermory High.  

School to provide an opportunity for pupils to 
showcase their own choreography and take part in 

A PLAY performed in memory 
of Appin man Rab MacDonald, 
who died in a work-related 
accident last year, has won a 
cup donated in his memory 
at the North Lorn Drama 
Festival.

Rab was a leading light in 
Appin Drama Club, so it was 

of his memorial trophy being 
presented, it was Appin who 
won it for ‘A Special Moment 
in Comedy’ with their play, Old 
Fashioned Remedies.

The three-day Appin based 
festival attracted plays from 

Lochawe. Lismore Primary 
School won their section and 
the adjudicator’s award for the 
primary and youth sections, the 
Jack Skea Cup.

These prizes made up for not 
being able to attend last year’s 
event because of a rough sea.

Taking the top prize, the Hon. 
Mrs Langton-Jones Trophy, 
was Benderloch and North 
Connel A With The Fat Lady 
Sings in Little Grimley. The 
same play won the award for 
best production, the Mr H J 
Dobson Trophy. 

Oban’s Spotlight Musical 

Theatre were overall runners-
up.

The adjudicator’s award 
for the adult section went to 
Dalmally and Lochawe A 
for Teeth, while Dalmally’s 
I team picked up the Special 
Endeavour Award for their play 
Bondagers.

Rev Dr Roderick Campbell 
chaired the event and his wife, 
Sue, presented the prizes. 
Adjudicator for the festival, 
held between Wednesday and 
Friday last week, was Ronnie 
Mackie.

The teams that took part in the Argyll and Bute Dance Festival at Oban High School.

a competitive event.
Three judges from various backgrounds judged 

the event on Tuesday March 23 - Moira Barbour, 
former PE teacher from Oban High School, Larni 
Wright, dance instructor from Atlantis Leisure and 
Ann Edmunds, a graduate from Ballet West and 
an accomplished performer and dance teacher.  

The quality of performance was commented on 

by the judges and the three areas on which the 
groups were marked, choreography, dance ability 
and presentation far surpassed previous years.

It was very clear that every group had spent 
long hours choreographing and performing their 
pieces.

Oban High School would like to thank all the 
groups that competed in the event, particularly 
those who travelled long distances and helped to 
make the day such a success.

Results: Junior Competition: Best Overall: 1 
Hermitage Academy (1), 2 Oban High  (Kicc), 
3 Oban High (Disaster Zone); Best Presentation: 
Lochgilphead High (Fusion); Most Entertaining: 
Oban High School (Kicc).

Senior Competition: Best Overall: 1 Hermitage 
Academy (2), 2 Oban High  (SYG), 3 Lochgilphead 
High (Fusion); Best Presentation: Oban High 
(Slam); Most Entertaining: Lochgilphead High 
(Fusion).

Oban High hosts Argyll-wide dance festival

THIS year’s Mid Argyll Music 
Festival saw more than 1,000 
competitors take to the stage on 

weekend.
From singing, to poetry, and pianos 

to trumpets, the festival catered for 
every musical need.

Festival organiser Sheila McCallum 
said this year’s event was one of the 
biggest to date. 

She said the festival had been ‘very 
successful’ and ‘great fun’ for all 
involved.

The 31st festival ran from March 
20 to March 27 and culminated 
with the ‘grand’ prize on Saturday 
evening – The CWS Scottish Co-op 

Premier Festival Award.
The Premier Award is given to 

the performer who shows the most 
promise throughout the event and 
is awarded by the adjudicators from 
all the performances they have heard 
throughout the week.

This year’s recipient was 11-
year-old Arlene MacKechnie from 
Strachur. The primary seven pupil 
wowed the adjudicators when she 
performed on Friday in the Scots 
Fiddle Primary class. Arlene is a 
member of the Lochgoilhead Fiddle 
Folk.

All photographs can be ordered by 
telephoning 01631 568000 or 01546 
602345.

Hundreds drawn to Mid 
Argyll Music Festival

 Little sister Jessica congratulates big brother Matthew on 
his win in the brass solo secondary class during Saturday’s 
day of competition. The pair, who live near Kilmartin, 
competed all week in various classes in the festival. 
06_a14music70

Left: Louisa Campbell and Catherine Harris from Lochnell Primary 
School lifted the Kilmarnock Cup in the vocal duet primary 
competition.  The girls won first place for their performance of The 
Mocking Bird. 09_a13music 20

Arlene MacKechnie is this year’s Mid Argyll Music 
Festival winner of the CWS Scottish Co-op Premier 
Festival Award. The 11-year-old Strachur Primary 
pupil wowed audiences on Thursday when she won 
The Munro Trophy for the Scots Fiddle (primary) class. 
Arlene receives her award from festival sponsor, 
Roger Tanner. 08_a14music86

The Inveraray Trumpet Trio won the Cairnbaan Trophy 
in the instrumental ensemble primary class. From left 
to right – Freya Corner, Caitlin Crawford and Carys 
MacPherson. 06_a14music76

Seated, from left, festival director Catriona MacKenzie, Sue Campbell, Rev Dr 
Roderick Campbell and adjudicator Ronnie Mackie with the festival prizewinners. 
07_t14drama02 

Calum Thomson and 
Jemma Grant from Appin 
Drama Club receive the 
Rab MacDonald Memorial 
Trophy from Sue Campbell. 
07_t14drama01

Appin team takes home trophy 
dedicated to one its own LORN and Mid-Argyll 

Members’ Centre of the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) met at Dunstaffnage 
Marine Laboratory to enjoy 
an illustrated lecture by 
Professor Alastair Wardlaw 
of Glasgow. 

Speaking on ‘A Garden 
of British Ferns’, Alastair 
amused and delighted his 
audience, which included 
the chairman and vice-
chairman of the SWT, with 
an excellent mixture of 
erudition, enthusiasm and 
humour, proving just how 
interesting and ornamental 
is this traditionally neglect-
ed group of native plants.

Another recent activity 
was the latest in a series of 
wildlife walks, this time to 
the National Nature Reserve 
at Glasdrum, above Loch 
Creran, an excellent site for 
Chequered Skipper but-

Members were delighted to 

well as a good viewing of a 
peregrine falcon and many 

year. 
There followed a circular 

walk in Glen Creran to see 
greater spotted woodpecker, 
oystercatcher and curlew 
and where a high level path 
gave great views of the 
Glencoe hills. Huge quanti-
ties of frogspawn were seen 
in every available patch of 
water.

BEAVERS, cub and scouts from 37th Ardchattan Argyll 
Scout group held a beetle drive on March 29 to raise funds 
for Homestart Lorn and the Haiti Earthquake fund.

Around 100 parents, friends, beavers, cubs and scouts 
packed into North Connel Village Hall for an evening of 

cubs into scouts which was all followed by a fantastic 
spread of  homebaking, teas and coffees.

A total of £213.10 was raised, which will be split between 
the two charities.

Ardchattan scout group beetles about 
for Homestart and Haiti ‘quake victims

‘Traditionally 
neglected’ ferns 
are brought to life 

THIS summer a three-mast 
topsail schooner will be 
making special nature voy-
ages along the west coast.

Dutch passenger-ship 
Oosterschelde will sail from 
Aberdeen to Oban for two 
voyages in the Hebrides 
during July and August. One 
trip will include St. Kilda.
As the last remaining Dutch 
three-mast topsail schoo-

monument. The ship has 
been restored to its original 
state, of 1918, and since the 
early nineties she has been 
sailing voyages all around 
the world. 

Official Dutch 
monument to sail 
into Oban

what’son
CINEMA LISTINGS > Highland Theatre
NANNY MCPHEE & THE BIG BANG CERT U
Daily 12.45, 3.15, 5.45, 8.15
CLASH OF THE TITANS CERT 12A
DAILY 1.00, 3.30, 6.00, 8.30

Saturdays > Junior Ski Training
Glencoe Mountain Ltd 10.30am - 2.30pm
Tel 07854 688408

Saturdays & Sundays > Glencoe Discovery
Glencoe Mountain Ltd Guiding service for
Tel 01855 851226 intermediate skiers

Thursday 1st April > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

3rd-5th April > Easter Eggstravaganza
Inveraray Castle, 1.30pm

Friday 3rd April > ½ price skiing/
Nevis Range boarding

Sunday 4th April > Glencoe Mountain Resort
Tel: 01855 851226 Easter Eggstravaganza

Sunday 4th April > Easter Egg Roll
Nevis Range

Sunday 4th April > Chocolate Egg Hunt
Nevis Range

Wednesday 7th April > Ballet West
Corran Halls, 7.30pm

Saturday 10th April > Jewellery Course
Barcaldine House, by Oban

WHAT’S ON
in association with the Highland Cinema, 
George Street, Oban Tel: 01631 562444
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COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
A big change occurs in the heavens this week, putting you back in 
touch with the side of you that loves good food and wine, and the 
odd expedition to the shops, for some therapy, of the retail variety. 

sector, you’ll need to show a modicum of self discipline. Love can be 
both saucy and stormy! Call me for your love scope…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
If you have been having a few sleepless nights, perhaps about 
your love life or because someone has been less than loyal or 
sincere, you can bounce back strongly now. True, things may not be 
absolutely perfect, but your sex appeal soars and this can see new 
interest heading your way. Yet when it comes to changes at home, 
do be patient Taurus. Call now for your love scope in full…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
A little bit of treachery may be around you. Someone can also tell 

this. A repair may also unexpectedly need attending to at home. It 
may even be something that you thought you’d sorted out last year. 
An older relative may also need extra support or there can be inter-
generational tensions. Call for more news and astral advice…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
Friendships really do make the world go around, but one person 
who tends to take your kindness for granted, could start to grate. If 
you are someone with old fashioned values, good for you, so don’t 
be tempted to compromise them. Mostly, don’t let anyone browbeat 
you or put a big guilt trip on you around money or possessions. Stay 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
Your sensitivities are set to be heightened, and so are those of 

accidently getting into a squabble. Part of the problem is the harsh 
nature of planet Mars, which squares to both Mercury and Venus. 

adopt a light touch! Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

Perhaps a relationship is not as ideal as you thought, or requires 

commitment, could be another issue. This week particularly, you can 

still powerfully at work? Call now for more astral advice…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
This is not a good week to throw caution to the wind, and especially 

a world beating money making idea on your hands, head down to 
your local bank or enterprise centre, to get some good solid business 
advice. Funnily enough, if you do, your project can do really very 

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
Love can sizzle, but only if you and yours can agree to disagree 
on some big issues. If you’re looking for a new involvement, you 
certainly won’t be lacking in charisma and this can draw someone 

cast doubts to the wind. However, someone at work can seem 
impervious to your charms. Call now for your love scope in full…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

instinct can be to readily agree to do so. The problem is that later you 
may wonder if they’ve got around you to do this. However, this can be 
a time when work can become more enjoyable, as long as overtime 
and excessive pressures, don’t close in on your own personal space. 
Call your special prediction line for more astral advice…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529
Fun, fun, fun! Yes, there is a great deal to look forward to this week, 
and your love life in particular can get much more passionate. 

and possessiveness can rear their heads. Either one of you may 
want to be more of a free spirit, the other be more clingy. Compromise 
may prove hard. Call me now for your love scope in full…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
Even if you have been resistant to getting things done at home, your 
drive can go up several notches this week. Now, if everyone is as 
equally galvanized as you are, be it anyone you live with, or any 
tradespeople you have hired, all well and good. If not, you could 
easily become frustrated by the slow pace of things and a few 

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
You can prove to be one of the most convivial members of the 
zodiac this week, with your lively mind keen to have lots of bright 

in your sign, links superbly with the Sun, suggesting that if you are 
enterprising, your efforts can see you enjoy a slice of good luck. So, 

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Local
Producers
Markets

Thursday 1st April
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Arts and Crafts Fair

Former Red Cross Hall
(Army Cadet Centre)

Tweeddale Street
Saturday 3rd and Monday 

5th April
10am – 5pm
Entry free

Arts and Crafts for sale

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

COFFEE
MORNING

Masonic Hall, Albany 
Street

Saturday, 3rd April   
10.00 a.m. – 12 noon
Local Mod Fund-raiser

EASTER FAYRE
Seil Island Hall

April 3, 2010
11am – 4pm

Sale, tables and car boot sale
Teas and home baking

Argyll Animal Aid and Seil Natural History Group
To book a table or car contact Richard 01852 300388

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
Tuesday 6th April 2010 - 8pm

GUEST ARTISTS:
Colin Dewar Trio

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

Easter Eggstravaganza
at Inveraray Castle

fun and frolics for all the family.  
Roll your egg and join in the Easter 
egg hunt with prizes for best Easter 

bonnet and decorated egg.

Commences at 1.30pm. Normal Castle 
admission charge applies + £2.50 

per child for Easter Eggstravaganza.

Tel : 01499 302178 / 302598

Easter Monday 
5th April

Coffee Morning
(in the church hall, 

top of Argyll Street)
10.30 – 12.30

Tea/coffee/
homebaking

Church sale stall

Dalriada A twentieth Century Kingdom
By Marian Pallister

The Argyll Book Centre
Lorn Street, Lochgilphead

Saturday 3rd April    11am - 2pm
Refreshments

www.dalriadaproject.org 

The Launch of the Dalriada Project
Community History Book

Eilean Eisdeal 
announces
Lau concert 

3rd April 
on Easdale 

is now 
SOLD OUT

OBAN U3A
Monthly Coffee Meeting
Caledonian Hotel, Oban
Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at 

10.30 am
A warm welcome to 
all members and an 

opportunity for anyone 

U3A activities. 

DANCERS who have completed the 
pioneering BA course at Taynuilt’s Ballet 
West will perform a showcase, The Next 
Stage, next Wednesday in the Corran 
Halls, Oban.

completing a degree in ballet performance 
and the show is the culmination of three 
years of work. 

As well as being a public performance, 

the students will take before graduating 
with a BA in Classical Ballet and Dance 
Performance from the UHI Millennium 
Institute.

The nine graduating students have come 
from all over the UK and studied in a 
unique collaboration between the ballet 
school and North Highland College, an 
academic partner of the UHI Millennium 
Institute.

Ballet West principal Gillian Barton said: 
‘In the performing arts, as in virtually 
every walk of life, employers are looking 

degree will meet an industry demand.’

AMATEUR snappers are being urged to 
turn twitchers for a new photographic 
competition, launched in The Oban Times 
today. 

The contest marks the 25th anniversary of 
the Argyll Bird Club and while the club’s 
200 members will be getting their cameras 
at the ready, the competition is open to non-
members as well. 

Cash prizes are up for grabs in both adult 
and junior sections for the best pictures of 
wild birds photographed in Argyll. 

The top junior entry, by someone under 
18 on August 31, will win The Oban Times 
prize of a digital camera. Second prize is 
£30 and third prize is £20. In the senior 

and third £20. 
David Warden, committee member, said: 

‘The main role of the club is to generate and 
encourage an interest in birds. You don’t 
need to be an expert, just have an interest 
in birds, whether this is just by watching 
the birds in your garden and your own local 
patch or whether you like getting out and 
about.’

Birds indicate the health of the Argyll 
habitat, he added, and data about sightings 
gathered by the bird club each year is used 
by conservation groups and scientists. ‘It 
feeds into the general picture of biodiversity 
of Argyll and the region. There isn’t any 
other organisation doing that – it’s really 
volunteers who are out there every day 
gathering information that forms this huge, 
important recording system.’ 

trips and meetings and receive the club’s 
magazine, The Eider. 

David added it is the perfect time of year 
to start catching birds on camera: ‘Early 
migrants are arriving from Africa, such as 
the Wheatear – look out for its white rump 

of a Robin, these epic travellers have spent 
the winter south of the Sahara in Africa.’

Entries close on August 31, 2010 and 
throughout the competition, there will be 
regular features about birds and tips on 
photographing them in The Oban Times. 
Full details of how to enter are available at 
www.argyllbirdclub.org. 

A SPECTACULAR show of talented youngsters took place 
in the Corran Halls, thanks to music and Highland dance 
tutor Toni Russell.

The 10 Years On Concert saw the last performance of 
clarsach group Na Caileagan Phinc.

Toni said: ‘After 10 wonderful years with the Pink Ladies 

clarsach group I have decided that it is now time to give up. 
The girls were all youngsters when I started out, during my 
university training, and I have watched them develop and 
grow into excellent performers. It is now time for one of 
them to consider taking over the group.

‘My dance classes and music tuition are still continuing.’

Toni with her music and dance groups at the Corran Halls. 16_t11pinc1

Toni’s Pink Ladies clarsach group grows up

Club invites 
folk to ‘watch 
the birdie’

Wheaters may start to 
arrive in Argyll from 
Africa – just in time for 
keen photographers to 
catch them on camera 
for Argyll Bird Club’s 
new photographic 
competition. 
Picture courtesy of Eddie Maguire.

DRIVING up the single track road 
into the Inverawe Estate, you can 
really appreciate how beautiful 
Argyll is as spring begins to 
blossom forth.
To celebrate Easter, Inverawe 
Smokery and Country Park is 
warmly inviting local families and 
visitors to relish in that beauty and 
enjoy the wide range of activities 
they have on offer.

the wide open countryside is 
home to red squirrels, deer, foxes 
and an abundance of birdlife.
In the play and picnic areas, 
smokery exhibition, produce 
shop and welcoming cafe there 
is something for everyone, from 
young children to grandparents. 

 Inverawe Smokehouses is the 
perfect choice for a family day out 
this spring.

After the success of last year, 
Inverawe Smokehouses is running 
an Easter Egg Hunt from April 
1-18.  Kids of all ages, adults 
included, can enjoy exploring 
the great outdoors, solving clues 
as they go to win some delicious 
sweets at the end of the hunt. 
Entry costs just £1.95.

Rosie Campbell-Preston, owner 

of Inverawe Smokehouses, said: 
‘Easter is a great opportunity 
to spend quality time with your 
family.  At Inverawe, there is 
plenty on offer whether it be 
enjoying dizzy heights in the 
swing park or wandering along 
the nature trails and walks which 
will take you exploring through 
the surrounding woods and down 
to the shores of Loch Etive.’

After experiencing the great 
outdoors, the Inverawe Tearoom, 
which opened for the 2010 spring 
and summer season on March 
20, allows you to drop in and 

products and home-made baking 
that Inverawe has to offer.  

And if browsing should turn to 
buying, the Inverawe Gourmet 
Shop, open daily from 8.30am 
until 5pm, gives visitors the 
opportunity to savour the much-
loved taste of Inverawe’s premium 
products at home.

Filled with gourmet delights 
including a complete range of 
Inverawe smoked foods and 
condiments, as well as owner 
Rosie Campbell Preston’s 
specialist cookery books, the 
Inverawe Gourmet Shop is a food 

Established on the banks of the 
River Awe in 1974, Inverawe 
Smokehouses has become one 
of Scotland’s most revered 
smokeries, renowned worldwide 
for its award-winning products.

Visitors interested in the process 
will also have the chance to see 
inside the smokery, watching the 
experts at work as they follow 
the age-old traditional way of 
smoking which has been followed 
by the Campbell-Preston family 
for over 25 years.

Rosie added: ‘The Inverawe 
estate is a truly magical place and 
we are delighted to welcome local 
families as well as visitors to the 
area to share the experience with 
us.’

Inverawe Smokehouses is 
showing their appreciation to 
regular visitors with a 5 per cent 
discount card which can be used in 
The Gourmet Shop and Inverawe 
Tearoom.  

For further information about 
Inverawe Smokehouses, please 
contact 01866 822 777 or visit 
www.smokedsalmon.co.uk.  

To contact the shop, please call 
01866 822 808.

Have a cracking Easter at 
Inverawe Smokehouses

ADVERTORIAL

Ballet West 
showcase

One of Ballet West’s talented dancers

CHILDREN from schools across North 
Lorn have learned about different sources 
of renewable energy with the help of 
ALIenergy and Lochnell Primary School.

At an exhibition in Benderloch’s Victory 
Hall, with displays from children at the 
school, more than 100 pupils from Lochnell, 

Appin and Ardchattan primaries were 
introduced to energy saving ideas.

The exhibition was also open to members 
of the public, with Lorn Producers Market 
providing food and drinks.

ALIenergy and organiser of the energy 
awareness day, said: ‘The idea was to have 
a link with the children, to involve the 
community as well, which is why it is open 
to the public.

‘Every class at Lochnell primary has done 
something,’ she added.

The most popular exhibit though was the 
bicycle, built by Dunoon Grammar School, 
which powered light bulbs. 

Displays of solar powered gadgets, what 
energy wind can produce and experiments 
with water and air under pressure all helped 
to get the renewable energy message home, 
helped by members of the ALIenergy team 
being on hand to answer any questions and 
offer advice to members of the public.

The children were asked to join the Energy 
Hero and Super Hero club and the hope was 
that many of them would take the energy-
saving message home with them.

Green energy lights up Benderloch

Pedal power lights up bulbs. 15_t13energy02

THE hunt is on for four 
young ambassadors 
from Argyll and Bute to 
promote the legacy of 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games.

Young Scot in partner-
ship with the Scottish 
government, wants to ap-
point four young people 
aged between 14 and 21 
to help the area’s young 
people get the most out of 
the games’ legacy. Train-
ing and support will be 
provided to the successful 
applicants, as well as the 
chance to work towards 
a youth achievement 
award. For information 
visit www.youngscot.
org/youthlegacy.

TWO Argyll groups have 
been awarded grants 
to help them grow and 
develop.

Stramash, which runs 
outdoor activities for 
children and adults, will 
receive £65,323 from the 
Third Sector Enterprise 
Fund.

The Gal Gael Trust was 
awarded £79,894, which 
will help it give people 

-
dence by renovating a 
farm near Dalavich into 
a bunkhouse. 

Jim Mather, Argyll 
and Bute MSP and 
Scotland’s enterprise 
minister, welcomed the 
announcement and de-
scribed the area’s volun-
tary sector as ‘dynamic’. 

Grants for two 
Argyll charities

Champions search
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Fish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER

=
£139

SAVE OVER 34%

+
Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
worth

£95

Fish Farmer
Digital
Edition
1 year
subscription

Total Value

All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50

CAMUSCROSS and Du-
isdale Initiative (CDI) will 
become the proud owners of 
Allt Duisdale Reservoir in a 
matter of weeks.

The Sleat community 
company has won £6,457 
from Awards for All to buy 
the lochan, which Scottish 
Water had put up for sale.

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise’s community 
land unit are covering con-
veyancing costs and CDI 
directors expect the transfer 
to take place by the begin-
ning of May.

Solicitors, MacLeod & 
MacCallum of Inverness, 
have been instructed to be 
ready for purchase as soon 
as the transfer has taken 
place.

Next steps include apply-
ing for funding from Com-
munity Energy Scotland to 
produce a detailed business 
plan for a small hydroelec-
tric scheme. The blueprint 
will enable CDI to apply 
for funding from trusts and 

A biodiversity manage-
ment group is also planned 
to show a community-
owned reservoir with a hy-

wildlife.

HIGHLAND Council is 
consulting the public on 
plans to provide commu-
nity councils with a model 
constitution, standing orders 
and code of conduct for 
community councillors. 

The consultation, which 
runs until 30 June, also 
provides the opportunity 
for communities to further 
consider potential boundary 

phase of public consultation 
last year, when 21 proposed 
boundary amendments 
emerged.  

LEWS Castle in Stornoway 
could be in line for a multi-
million pound restoration 
after the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund (HLF) awarded 
development funding of 
£240,000.

The cash represents a 

bid towards a £10 million 

Lews Castle Trust Steering 
Group.

Ambitious plans include 
creating a modern museum 
and a high-class hotel at the 
A-listed castle.

Chairman and Comhairle 
leader Angus Campbell said 
HLF backing was crucial 
in raising the rest of the 
funding needed to bring 

to fruition.

Lews Castle aims 
for multi-million 
pound restoration

Highland Council 
to consult over 
community council 
constitutions

Community to buy 
Skye reservoir 

THE BALL regarding 
proposals to put short-stay 
pontoons for yachts in Oban 
Bay has now been thrown 
back to Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Regeneration
Oban Bay Marine has 

resubmitted its business 
case for the 50 short-stay 
berths and a chain and 
anchor breakwater costing 
£1.7 million to Argyll and 
Bute Council as part of 

its CHORD town centre 
waterfront regeneration 
strategy.

for CHORD had agreed 
in principal to investing 
£900,000 of capital in the 
pontoons off George Street, 
with Oban Bay Marine 
borrowing £800,000 which 
would be paid back via 
income from the pontoons.

The voluntary organisation 

had been given until April 2 
by the council’s CHORD 

number of issues raised in 
its proposal, designed by 
engineers Wallace Stone, 
after the council’s own 
consultants AECOM felt 
it would cost more in the 
region of £3.4 million.

There were technical, 
operational and 
sustainability issues, 
including concerns raised 

by CalMac regarding 
ferries manoeuvring in 
the bay, which chairman 
of Oban Bay Marine John 
MacGregor felt they had 
now overcome.

‘CalMac has conclusively 
supported the chain 
proposal as opposed to the 
pilings proposal made by 
AECOM. They are happy 
with what Wallace Stone 
has shown them and we 
have got that in writing,’ 

said Mr MacGregor.
‘We have also overcome 

the sustainability concerns,’ 
he said, adding that the 
voluntary board of directors 
had worked hard to counter 
all concerns raised.

‘Wallace Stone are very 

much nearer the mark than 
AECOM’s estimates.’

He said the revised 
business case had been sent 
to the CHORD programme’s 

Robert Pollock.
Argyll and Bute Council 

proposal had been submitted 
for assessment by AECOM.

‘The council hopes that 
this assessment can be 
taken forward as quickly 
as possible, although the 
timescales will be dependent 
on the level of detail 
provided in the revised 

council’s spokeswoman.
‘Once assessed, the Oban 

consider the proposal.’
She said the council 

supported the proposals for 
a short-stay marina but ‘at 

decisions in the public 
sector, the council must 

is viable and, above all else, 
safe’.

Oban £1.7 million marina business plan goes back before Argyll and Bute Council

Jill MacKechnie along with Ken Moncrieff, Rotary Club of Oban, and 
Helen Hope, Principal Teacher of Languages at Oban High School. 

AN OBAN High School student won a prized place on a 
visit to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

Jill MacKechnie, in year six at Oban High School, 
was picked by the Rotary Club of Oban to represent the 
town, following a gruelling selection process including 
essay-writing, French and an interview. 

Parliament – conducted almost entirely in French – with 
27 other young Scots and participated in a special youth 
debate in the European Parliament chamber. 

Last week, Jill told Rotary members about her trip and 
how it had been a unique and memorable experience. 

David Mitchell, president of the Rotary Club of Oban. 

Oban High School 
pupil wins trip to the 
European Parliament
Rotary Club of Oban selects    
student to represent the town

SCOTLAND’S earliest 
face, the Orkney Venus, will 
be displayed this week at 
Kilmartin House Museum.

Neolithic 
The 5,000-year-old 

Neolithic carving of a 
human form to have been 
found in Scotland.

The Venus was 
discovered last summer 
by archaeologists working 
on the Historic Scotland 
excavation at the Links of 
Noltland, on the Orkney 
island of Westray.  

Also known as the Westray 
Wife, the Venus measures 
41mm by 31mm, is made 
from sandstone and depicts 
a human face and body.

Kilmartin House as part of a 
nationwide tour.

The exhibition will 
provide an overview of 
recent research on the Venus 
and tell the story of current 
excavations on Westray.

Dr Sharon Webb, from 
Kilmartin House Museum, 
said:  ‘We are very privileged 
to participate in exhibiting 
this splendid artefact across 
Scotland, and we hope the 
Venus will feel at home 
in Kilmartin’s Neolithic 
landscape.’

The exhibition will start 
tomorrow morning with 
primary school children 
from Lochgilphead being 

The Venus will remain 
at the museum until April 
18 when it will travel to 
Urquhart Castle on the 
banks of Loch Ness.

The Orkney Venus was discovered on the Orkney 
island of Westray last summer. 

Orkney Venus 
comes to Kilmartin

WHO gets priority for social 
housing in Argyll has been 
questioned by members of 
Oban Community Council.

At a meeting on Monday, 
community councillor Neil 
MacIntyre asked for more 
information on the points 
system used to work out 
who gets a home. He said: 
‘Councillor Donald ‘Skye’ 
McIntosh has got a house 
and people are asking me 
how it works. 

‘How are the points 
allocated and how do you 
get on the list? Do you have 
to sell your house before 
you get on the health list?’

Mr MacIntyre stressed 
he was not querying an 
individual decision but 
wanted to dispel confusion 
about how applications are 
prioritised. He added: ‘I 

keep your own home, rent it 
out and get a council house. 
Why do some people have 
to sell their house to pay for 
private care?’

Andy Birnie, a tenant 

representative on the board 
of Argyll Community 
Housing Association, said: 
‘There is a common housing 
register for the whole of 
Argyll. Anyone who has 
medical problems, living in 
unsuitable housing, which 
he [Skye] was, is entitled to 
apply for a house.

‘You can get a house and 
keep your own house and 
rent or sell it.’

He accepted the number 
of homeless people was 

in the hundreds and was 
increasing.

After the meeting, 
Councillor McIntosh said 
he was completely above 
board in his application 
for a suitable house, after 
he developed a medical 
condition which made 
climbing stairs impossible. 

He said: ‘If I’m medically 
homeless, because I can’t 
live in my house, I’m 
entitled to apply like anyone 
else. I was a prisoner in that 
house, because it was three 

‘I was stuck two years 
on the housing list to get 
a house, to make sure 
everything was alright, to 
make sure no one could ask 
questions. If I hadn’t been a 
councillor I could have had 
a house before that.’ 

Councillor McIntosh 
moved into his new property 
two months ago and said it 
had greatly improved his 
quality of life. He added 
any other property he 
owned was not relevant to 

his application. ‘It doesn’t 
matter if I have 10 houses,’ 
he said. ‘That house was 
bought 10 years ago and it’s 
got nothing to do with my 
present health condition.’

Housing associations 

list through HOME 
Argyll, using the same 
criteria to allocate houses 
according to priority need. 
‘Reasonable preference’ is 
given to applicants living 
in unsatisfactory housing, 
including if it is unsuitable 
for their health. Their policy 
document also states ‘the 
value of any property or 
properties owned by the 
applicant of the applicant’s 
family’ is not taken into 
account.

An ACHA spokesperson 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute 
Council makes the decision 

homeless legislation and 
refers these applicants to 
the housing associations 
in Argyll and Bute. That is 
what happened in this case.’ 

Oban housing
priorities questioned
Community council member asks for clarity on 
housing allocations to dispel confusion

      I find it amazing 
that you can keep 
your own home, 
rent it out and get a 
council house. Why 
do some people have 
to sell their house to 
pay for private care?

Community councillor
Neil MacIntyre

AN OBAN man who 
admitted breaching the 
peace at his home and a 
neighbour’s home on two 
separate occasions has been 
placed on probation for 15 
months.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
on Monday that Norman 
Lindsay, aged 47, 23E Shuna 
Terrace, Oban, had shouted 
and sworn at his partner on 
December 2 around midnight 
and in the early hours of the 
following morning, after she 
took refuge at a neighbour’s 

had also followed her to a 

7 2010 where he entered the 

swearing, looking for his 
partner.

Both incidents had 
followed a spell of drinking 
by Lindsay, who was placed 
on probation by the court 
with a condition that he 
attend alcohol counselling.

-
ter admitting breaching the 

Apartments in Oban.
Steven Paterson, 4A 

Glencruitten Drive, Oban, 
committed the offence on 
December 19 2009 after an 
argument with his partner 
over a telephone call which 
his solicitor said the accused 
was concerned might in-
volve drugs, an issue which 
both were struggling with at 
the time.

Paterson had since been 
placed on a drug treatment 
and testing order for another 
offence following this inci-
dent, the court heard.

Paterson had been heard 
shouting at his partner and 
when a worker at the apart-

his partner had been shaking 
with fear. Both had been 
drinking at the time.

£300 fine for 
breach of the peace

Oban man placed 
on probation

Lights to be fixed
BROKEN street lights are 

at least seven months after 

Residents living on the 
A85 main road through 
Connel had counted eight 
lights out of action and 
complained to Scotland 
TranServ, the agency re-
sponsible for street lights on 
trunk roads. 

TWO off-duty police 

Sheriff Court on Monday 
seeing a BMW overtake 
twice, crossing double white 
lines on the road between 
Dunbeg and Oban.

giving evidence at the trial 

denied driving dangerously 
on July 11 last year on the 

A85.
Both PC Lorraine Hay 

and Daniel McBeth were 
off-duty at the time, driving 
towards Oban from Connel 
in their red Renault Megane 
and described seeing a silver 
BMW being driven by the 
accused in front of them.

Both said he had pulled 
out to overtake a car in 

to Dunbeg, crossing into 
the chevroned area over a 
broken white line but had to 
encroach over double white 
lines before getting back 
into his side again.

Both said a car coming in 
the opposite direction had to 
brake to avoid a collision.

the BMW again overtook a 

crossing solid double white 
lines, after the Halfway 
House Filling Station.

Under cross examination 
from defence agent Robert 
T McCormack, both denied 
seeing the BMW overtaking 

that they had been mistaken 
about the second overtaking 
manoeuvre.

Computer programmer 

Musil, 22 Calder Road, 
Livingstone, told the court 
he had overtaken a red 

Connel, which he felt had 
speeded up as he overtook 
it. He said there had been 
no car approaching from the 
opposite direction when he 
had overtaken a grey Mazda 
near Dunbeg, which he said 
seemed to be moving in an 

erratic manner. He denied 
overtaking a second time 
near the left-hand bend, 

have been mistaken.
Sheriff Douglas Small 

found Musil guilty of 
dangerous driving, banned 
him from  driving for year, 
ordered him to re-sit his test 
at the end of the ban and 

Dangerous driver says he overtook off-duty police officers

CAMPBELTOWN has secured 
£150,000 for a feasibility study into the 
redevelopment of the town’s marina.

The European funding was secured 

the west of Scotland as a world-class 
sailing destination.

was launched this week in Donegal.

of Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland to the global 
sailing fraternity, and to encourage 

three regions.
Councillor Donnie MacMillan, 

chairman of the Mid Argyll, Kintyre 

and the Islands Area Committee, 
represented Argyll and Bute at the 
launch.

He said:  ‘Sail West clearly has the 

the local area and economy, and I’m 

is to secure this substantial European 
grant.’

Campbeltown aims to redevelop town’s marina
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FIRST ScotRail is to carry 
out an internal review of 
the Fort William to London 
‘Caledonian Sleeper’ 
telephone and online booking 
system.

The move follows a 
meeting on Friday between 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Charles Kennedy and 
First ScotRail managing 
director Steve Montgomery.

Mr Montgomery is to 
request internal data which 
matches up berth bookings 
made with actual berth 
occupancy. Investigations 
should reveal the extent of 
any discrepancies in the 
booking system, which has 
come in for heavy criticism.

Examples include potential 
customers being advised of 
berth unavailability, only 
to discover empty berths 
available at the time of travel.  
Mr Montgomery will also 
require spot checks of future 
sleeper availability through 
the electronic booking 
system to log incidences 
of would-be passengers 
abandoning preferred 
bookings because they were 
given misleading or wrong 
information on availability. 
Evidence gathered will be 
made available to the MP 
and to the public.

Mr Kennedy said he was 
able to cite ‘chapter and 
verse’ examples where 
information and fares given 
out to would-be passengers 
did not match the booking 
reality. He said: ‘I appeal 
to people to keep coming 
forward with their own 
experiences. I am particularly 
interested in hearing from 
those who have tried and 
eventually abandoned their 
efforts to make a booking. 
As things stand that situation 
does not show up as lost 

create a misleadingly low 

the sleeper services.’
A Scotrail spokesperson 

said: ‘We had a constructive 
meeting and the points 
raised will be persued. 
ScotRail also made clear its 
commitment to the sleeper, 
including a £1m upgrade 
and discounted fares to help 

THE CONSORTIUM 
planning a multi-million 
pound retail, residential 
and community services 
complex on the outskirts of 
Fort William has pledged 
to reverse the Lochaber 
capital’s decades of retail 
decline.

And according to Miller 
Developments managing 
director David Milloy, if 
views expressed by local 
people at a three-day public 
consultation event in the Ben 
Nevis Hotel are anything 
to go by, that won’t be a 
moment too soon.

Miller and partners 
Oatridge Ltd want to bring 
a 75,000 sq ft supermarket 
and big brand name retailers 
to its 105-acre Blar Mhor 
site at Camaghael next to the 
A830 Road to the Isles.

The masterplan also 
envisages more than 300 
homes and a relocated 
Belford Hospital, police 
station and ambulance 
station - but will only be 

written comments from 
the consulation have been 
analysed. Only four out 
of 270 attending the event 
opposed the plan, Mr Milloy 
said, indicating ‘a real desire 
from a public desperate to see 
development take place’. 

Speaking exclusively to 
The Oban Times in the hotel 
on Saturday, Mr Milloy said 
Fort William had fallen far 
behind its regional rivals.

‘In my view over the past 

EXCLUSIVE report:                                    
By STEPHEN NORRIS

postcode as Royal Mail bosses this 
week decided to go ahead with plans 
to allocate the area a separate postal 

In January, campaigners thought they 
had won their 12-year battle to scrap 
the PA34 postcode Morvern shares 
with Oban and end years of misdirected 
letters and parcels.

The Scottish Parliament petitions 

Royal Mail subsequently informed 
residents on January 22 that a new 
PA80 code would come into effect on 
March 1.

A few residents objected to remaining 
under a PA designation and made a late 
plea for a PH Perthshire code, forcing 
Royal Mail to put the change on ice 
pending further investigations.

But in a letter to residents yesterday, 
customers were told that, after 
consideration, the new PA80 code 
would be implemented after all.

It states: ‘Royal Mail has concluded 
that in order to sort and route mail more 

the creation of a new outward postcode 
sector is necessary. It is therefore our 
intention to go ahead with the proposal 
to change the Morvern postcode from 
PA34 to PA80. The new postcode will 
come into effect from May 17 2010.’

It adds: ‘It has never been Royal 
Mail’s view that a change from PA34 to 

to customers. Our review showed 
that such a change would provide a 
detrimental service to our customers 
resulting in a delay in delivery times, 
and we would not be allowed to take 
such a course of action under the terms 
of our Universal Service Obligation 
licence.

‘PA is not a ‘Paisley’ postcode. It 
covers the whole of Argyll and Bute as 
well as Renfrewshire and Inverclyde. 
Mail to and from Morvern does not go 
anywhere near Paisley.

‘You may also wish to note that 
delivery and collections times of mail 
in Morvern will stay exactly the same 
as they are now. We will continue to 
use the local ferry service from Oban 
in our delivery arrangements, however 

the bespoke postcode will allow us to 

less handling and less sortation at the 

Royal Mail say they will make ‘every 
effort’ to minimise any inconvenience 
and the second part of Morvern 
postcodes will stay the same. 

The new code will be only be for 
the Morvern and mail will continue to 
follow the same route, with delivery 
responsibility still lying with Oban 

Lochaline man Douglas Watt, who 
together with Morvern Community 
Council orchestrated the campaign for 
a new code, said the late bid to derail 
the decision had been ‘stupid and 
unnecessary’.

He told The Oban Times: ‘This will 
come as a great relief to all those people 
who have supported our campaign. 
I am sure the whole community will 
be delighted. It is the end of a long 
struggle.’

Highlands MSP Peter Peacock led 
political efforts to lobby Royal Mail 
and presented Morvern’s case to the 
Petitions Committee.

AROUND 3,000 South 
Lochaber residents have 
a new water supply after 
£6.9million Scottish Water 
project went on stream.

Ardgour, Ballachulish, 
Duror, Glencoe, North 
Ballachulish and Onich are 
no longer supplied from 
individual treatment works 
but are instead connected 
to the main drinking water 
supply from Fort William.

New pipes have been laid 
over the last year to make 
the connection.

THE GLENDALE Trust on Skye is to open 
Borrodale School to the public over the Easter 
weekend for The Glendale Heritage Exhibition.

The exhibition will be on display on Friday April 
2, Saturday April 3 and Monday April 5 between 
10am and 4pm. The trust is looking to transform the 
school, which is currently earmarked for closure, 
into a permanent exhibition centre.

TRADE links between India 
and Scotland will be in the 
spotlight today (Thursday) 
when Consul General Anil 
Kumar Anand attends 
a civic reception at The 
Underwater Centre in Fort 
William.

Provost of Lochaber 
Councillor Allan Henderson 
and centre owner Finlay 
Finlayson will meet Mr 
Anand.

Looking to the future: David Milloy.

two decades there has been 
very limited development 
in the town, whereas 
conversely there has been a 
lot of development in Oban 
and Inverness,’ he said. 

‘Given the fact that Fort 
William is the biggest town 
in the Highlands, that just 
seems fundamentally wrong.
With all the development that 
has been happening in those 
towns, they have become 
a greater pull and there has 
been a greater leakage from 
Fort William. When people 

not just doing their food 
shopping – they are doing all 
their shopping.

‘In terms of commercial 
uses there was real support 
for another supermarket as 
well as a complimentary 
retail park similar to what 

Oban. For community use 
there was a desire for an all-

a relocated hospital, police 
station and ambulance 
station.’

Asked about impacts on the 
town centre, he said: ‘What 
the town needs is investment 
- and on a scale that will 
return spend to the town. A 
retail centre at Blar Mhor 
could be complementary to 
the High Street, which at the 
moment is mostly made up 
of tourism type shops. 

‘We can offer a facility that 
allows people to have choices 

so they can stay in the town 
to do their shopping - and that 
will allow new businesses 
to evolve on High Street.
‘The Blar offers up not just 

the only site that does that. 
We are very keen to see a 
high quality, well-designed 
layout and see it evolve 
properly.’ 

Mr Milloy said public 
responses from the event 
would be used to evolve 
the masterplan, which 
will be brought back as 
a detailed presentation in 
May. ‘We will seek further 
comments then and make 
further amendments in 
advance of a planning 
application being lodged 
in June or July,’ he said.
Reminded that other schemes 
had failed to meet deadlines, 

You can’t get any clearer than 
that. Ours is the obvious site 
- it is economically viable 
and deliverable within a 
limited time.’ 

The consortium has reached 
agreement with Lochiel 
Estates for the site, which is 

and Islands Local Plan for 
mixed-use development.

‘Highland and Islands 
Enterprise are very 
supportive and they want to 
see early action to support 
the revelopment of Corpach 
Moss site for industrial 
and business uses,’ said Mr 
Milloy.

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Group pledges 
to reverse 
Fort’s decades 
of retail decline

Banavie nursery children enjoy their morning at the rural 
education centre. 10_f14banavie01

Indian visit for dive 
centre

Glendale Heritage Exhibition

ScotRail
in sleeper    
re-think

Nursery pupils visit centre New South 
Lochaber water 
supply goes on 
stream

ahead with new postcode

THE RURAL Education Centre at Aonach Mor welcomed 
19 nursery children from Banavie Primary School last 
Wednesday for a fun morning of activities.

The tots made their own biscuits for a morning snack, 
helped by Linda Campbell, then went for an educational walk 
round the centre to feed the ducks and see the animals.

On view were assorted Polish, Belgian and Japanese 
hens, rabbits, guinea pigs, quails and doves, with many of 
the animals enclosed in a new run designed and built by 
community service workers.

The centre’s ‘Seed to Supper’ project to encourage 
schoolchildren to grow their own veg is also getting into 
full swing as spring replaces the long, cold winter.

Inverlochy, Fort Willam RC and Lochyside RC primaries 
are involved this year in the nine-week gardening course 
and are busy planting their varieties of new potatoes, with 
Stagecoach laying on free transport to and from the schools 
throughout.

Acharacle nursery children visited the centre last Tuesday 
to learn home-baking skills. 

Newsdesk
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GAELIC College Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig (SMO) celebrated the 
launch of its new development 
trust in style – at a reception in 
11 Downing Street.

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Alistair Darling and his 
wife Maggie hosted the 
event, attended by SMO 
representatives and members 
of the Gaelic community in 
London.

Lochaber musicians Allan 
and Ingrid Henderson, who 
work at SMO, were part of the 
college delegation and played 
at the reception ceilidh. 

The launch was given an 
additional boost with the 
announcement of a major 
legacy of £100,000 being gifted 
by Professor Caroline Tisdall, 
who along with her partner, 
the late Paul Van Vlissingen, 

has been a generous supporter 
of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig over 
many years.

SMO lecturer Ingrid, from 
The Oban 

Times she managed to leave 
her clarsach behind following 
the ‘typical Highland ceilidh’.

‘I had to go and knock on No 
10’s door the next morning to 
ask if I could pick it up,’ she 
said. ‘There’s a huge Gaelic 
community in London and 
they really enjoyed us going 
down to support them. I think 
that’s because they are so far 
from the Highlands, they do a 
lot to preserve their ties.’

Allan, from Mallaig and 
SMO musician in residence,
piped in guests and entertained 

two days before the budget.
The new independent 

charitable trust will aim to 
help broaden the range of 
cultural activities and courses 
open to students and the wider 
community.

Munro said: ‘The new 
development trust will 
play a vital role in ensuring 
that Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 

to the regeneration of the 
Gaelic language and culture, 
through education, economic 
development, enterprise and 
the arts continues and that 
future aspirations for the 
college can be achieved.

‘The trust will offer 
supporters of the Gaelic 
language throughout the world 
a direct opportunity with which 
to engage in supporting the 
work of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.’

ENTERPRISE and initiative were 
to the fore at Fort William RC 
Primary School last Wednesday 
at the school’s Easter Fair.

P6 and P7 pupils formed 
their own company ‘Hoppy 
Potters’ to make all the goods 
for sale, including pottery items, 
bookmarks, knitted toys, home 
baking and Easter cards.

Under the direction of managing 
director and P7 pupil Rachael 
MacLennan, the company 
negotiated a £50 loan from 
the school and bought all the 
ingredients and materials they 

needed to make their impressive 
range of products.

With preparations well in hand 
for the rush of customers at 4pm, 
Rachael told The Oban Times she 
and her team had really enjoyed 
their enterprise project. She said: 
‘We have been working really 
hard for some time preparing lots 
of items for the sale. 

‘We are expecting a lot of 
parents and children at the school 
to come.

‘We have not decided what to 
do with the money we will raise 
yet.’

SOUTH Uist residents took their MSP on an 
eye-opening tour of the island’s disappearing 
west coast on Sunday under an Oxfam 
Scotland (OS) initiative to push coastal 
erosion issues up the political agenda.

Local people showed Alasdair Allan MSP 
and OS representatives how Atlantic storms 
are destroying coastal machair at Kilphedar 
and along the western seaboard at a rate of 

At the following public drop-in session at 
the Borrodale Hotel, Daliburgh, local crofter 
Kenny Campbell of Tipherton, Smeircleit, 
told how 40-foot waves came crashing 
over local homes with such force during 
one recent storm that many feared for their 
lives.

One man tried to tie himself to his home 
in an attempt to prevent himself from being 
washed away and another found the bodies 
of 37 of his sheep on a roof where they had 
been deposited by waves.

Although estimates for repairs are 
submitted to the authorities every year, Mr 
Campbell said, nothing ever happens and 
islanders are left to carry out repairs. 

Former crofter Seumas MacDonald took 
part on Sunday’s tour and briefed Mr Allan.

He said: ‘Ideally I would like to see 
something positive happen this summer. 

‘We really need a proper defence system 
to protect us and our island from the sea. 
Things have been getting worse for years, 

so we need to use this opportunity to get 
something in place.’

Mr Allan has written to all Uist residents 
asking for their views on coastal erosion and 
on planning for extreme weather events.

He said: ‘The tour was a real eye-opener 
for everyone. Speaking to people in Uist 
about their concerns face to face has also 
been very useful. Many spoke of the tragedy 
in 2005 when three generations of one 
family were swept off a causeway by a freak 
wave during a storm surge, and they are 
understandably anxious to know what the 
options are for preventing something like 
that happening again. 

‘The council is currently carrying out a 
number of surveys to establish what, if any, 
role the causeway network has had on the 
situation. Now it’s time to look at the next 
step forward and I will do my best to consult 
with the community.’

OS delegates, including Caluna Campbell 
from Daliburgh, met Stòras Uibhist on 
Monday morning and visited the rocket 
range at Gerinish on Tuesday to view 
damage still evident from the January 2005 

family travelling across the causeway to 
Benbecula to their deaths.

The Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency has predicted that the seas around 
South Uist will rise by at least 37cms by 
2080.

LOCHABER Piping Society 
staged a highly successful 
annual junior piping 
competition on Saturday 
– despite a switch of venue 
from Lochaber High School 
to Lochyside RC Primary 
School.

Society secretary Morag 
Melville told The Oban Times 
the judges were impressed by 
the standard of playing from 
the 50 competitors, an entry 
consistent with last year.

‘The quality was of very 
high standard and they came 
from all areas, from Oban, 
Skye, Kyle, Inverness, 
Invergarry, Spean Bridge 
and Fort William,’ she said. 
‘Everything worked out 

Results: Chanter: under 10 
years – 1 Kayleigh MacMillan, 
2 Ailsa MacDonald, 3 Romy 
Melville; 11-13 years - 1 
Laura Paterson,  2 Michelle 
MacKinnon, 3 Liam Stewart-
Stevenson; 14 and under – 1 
Kayleigh MacMillan, 2 Laura 
Paterson,  3 Megan Stewart-
MacDonald.

Bagpipes: Novice, March 
– 1 Laura Paterson, 2 Rebecca 
Shearer; Slow air – 1 Rebecca 
Shearer;

16 and under, March – 1 
James Rosie, 2 Andrew Heburn, 
3 Roslyn Oliver; Slow air - 1 

A MEETING to set up an open Lochaber Duke of Edinburgh Award 
group will be held at An Drochaid, Fort William, on April 15 at 
6.30pm.

Lochaber Outdoor Learning Partnership Ltd (LOLP) is looking for 
adults interested in becoming group leaders, volunteers and trainers 
to help small groups of young people through the award. Disclosure 
will be required which will be arranged along with full Duke of 
Edinburgh Award training.

LOLP is also looking for organisations willing to provide suitable 
volunteering opportunities for the volunteering section of the award. 
More information on 01397 772467 or e-mail info@lolp.co.uk.

Local history 
society meets
THE LAST of this year’s 
Lochaber Local History 
Society meetings will 
be held in the Alexandra 
Hotel, Fort William, tonight 
(Thursday) at 8pm.

Matt Ritchie, Forestry 
Enterprise archaeologist,
will give an insight into 
local archaeological sites 
and how they are protected 
and conserved.

The society’s annual trip in 
mid May will be to Callart 
House, Glencoe Hospital 
and Castle Stalker. 

Plockton 
High School                  
raises £820
for Haiti
PLOCKTON High School 
has sent a cheque for £820 
to support the Red Cross 
effort in Haiti. 

The school made Haiti 
a special area of study in 
French and geography 
since January’s devastating 
earthquake and the whole 
school community agreed to 
support the emergency work 
of the Red Cross there.

pupils paid at least £1 not to 
wear uniform and staged an 
‘X Factor for Haiti’. Fourth-
year pupil Mattie Ross won 
after a sing-off with ‘Spice 
Girls’ Stephanie James, 
Kate MacDonald, Tibbie 
MacKenzie, Sarah MacRae 
and Mr MacAskill.

Plockton High School 
rector, Duncan Ferguson 
said every single pupil had 
contributed.  ‘It has been a 
superb whole school effort 
in addition to enhancing 
our international education 
programme,’ he said.

Hoppy Potters managing director Rachael MacPherson, 
third right, and directors, left to right, Sebastian Maksymiuk, 
Gabriel Silva, Aoife Tangney, Melanie MacLennan and 
Katherine Haines with their hand crafted pottery. 10_f14marys01

Sleat success: Brighde Chaimbeul with her father Aonghas Phadraig, from 
Ferrindonald, after she won the under 15 years Piobaireachd for the second time.

Lochaber Duke of Edinburgh Award group plans

Enterprising pupils lead the way at 
Fort William RC Primary School

Seumas o` Baoighill, Angus 
MacColl, Brighde Chaimbeul;

Under 15 years, March 
- 1 Brighde Chaimbeul, 2 
Seamus o`Baoighill, 3 Rona 
Nicholson; Strathspey and 
reel – 1 Brighde Chaimbeul, 
2 Rona Nicholson, 3 Seamus 
o` Baoighill; Piobearachd – 1 
Brighde Chaimbeul, 2 Seamus 
o` Baoighill, Rona Nicholson; 
Jig – 1 Rona Nicholson, 2 
Seamus o`Baoighill, 3 Brighde 
Chaimbeul;

18 and under, March 
- 1 Alexander Levack, 2 
Angus MacColl, 3 James 
Rosie; Strathspey and reel 
– 1 Alexander Levack, 2 James 
Rosie, 3 Donald MacDougall; 
Piobearachd – 1 Angus MacColl, 
2 Donald J MacDougall, James 
Rosie; Piobearachd, ground 
only – 1 Harry Stage, 2 Conall 
MacIllechiar, 3 Rebecca 
Robertson; Jig – 1 Alexander 
Levack, 2 Donald J MacDougall, 
3 Angus Mac Coll; Piobearachd, 
Donald MacLeod - 1 Angus 
MacColl, 2 Alexander Levack, 
3 Seamus o`Baoighill.

Overall prizes - The Miss 
MacRae Conchra Cup, Ben 
Fulford; Hugh MacPhee 
Memorial Quaich, Angus 
Anderson; Buchanan Sheild, 
Rebecca Shearer; Fort William 
Town Council Cup, Roslyn 
Oliver; John MacLellan Trophy, 
James Rosie; Evan MacRae 
Trophy, James Rosie.

Allan and Ingrid Henderson, left, on the steps of 11 Downing Street with 
SMO principal Professor Boyd Robertson and his PA Anna Deplano. 

MSP sees Uist 
coastal erosion 

Young pipers                          
impress               

Robert Nairn from Kin-

THIS Gaelic speaking 
young man plays button 

-
pipes, whistle, guitar and 
sings Gaelic songs in true 
traditional style. 

Where does he excel? 
Take your pick. He is bril-
liant at them all.

Although Robert lives 
near me in Acharacle, I 
really didn’t pay much 
attention to his musical 
talents until one year I 
was button accordion 
tutor at the summer 
course in Sabhal-Mor-
Ostaig, Isle of Skye, and 
Robert was a student 
on the course. He was 
a dedicated student. 

at 5pm, Robert was just 
getting into ‘top gear’ at 
that time. He would still 
be in the lecture room 
at midnight, playing 
marches, reels and jigs to 
his fellow students who 
could hardly believe what 
they were hearing. 

This 15-year-old - which 
he was at that time - was 
totally amazing. 

Robert attended a 
number of these courses 
at the Gaelic college and 
I note with great interest 
that this year Robert 
himself is the tutor for the 
button accordion summer 

CLAN Donald Lands Trust welcomed Sleat residents to 
its open day at the redesigned Clan Donald Skye Visitor 
Centre on Saturday. 

The trust also used the occasion to introduce the 
masterplanning team for the proposed new village (Baile 
Chlann Domhnaill: A’ Chill Bheag) at Kilbeg. 

The team, led by Steve Nelson from Gillespies 
Architects, will stage a second public consultation in the 
summer to inform and involve local people. 

Local MP Charles Kennedy also attended the event to 
hear of the pressing need for more affordable housing in 
Sleat for young people and families. 

Robert Nairn – button 
accordion.

course at Sabhal-Mor-
Ostaig. It’s a funny old 
world.

I knew then Robert 
Nairn was an outstanding 
musician, and he is 
proving me correct. 

anyone’s guess. 
At present, Robert is a 

third year student at the 
Royal Academy of Music 
in Glasgow, sitting his 

year. I fully expect him to 
pass with honours.

Congratulations are very 
much in order, in that his 
band recently passed the 
audition to broadcast on 
the popular BBC Take the 
Floor programme. We all 

broadcast which I bet will 
be a cracker. 

Robert Nairn is a true 
west highland country 
lad. When at home his 
time is spent attending 
to his sheep and cows on 
the croft in Kintra. He 
looks so happy when he 
is ploughing, fencing or 
driving the tractor with the 
dogs on board.

Being a keen sportsman, 
Robert plays shinty for 
Ardnamurchan Shinty 
Club. I often tell him to 

he gets a whack on the 

or Garry Innes!
Robert’s newly-formed 

band gathers momentum 
by the day and is destined 
for the very top in the 
world of traditional music.  

We will all take much 
pleasure from following 
his music career with 
great interest because, I 
tell you now, this button 
key accordion virtuoso 
will be one of the biggest 
names that ever graced the 
fraternity of button box 
players.

Well done Robert.

Clan Donald Lands Trust open day 

Fergie’s Folk
with Fergie MacDonald
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DALMALLY-based charity 
Mary’s Meals was runner-
up recently in the Most 
Innovative Charity category 
of  Third Sector’s Britain’s 
Most Admired Charities.

Mary’s Meals feeds thou-
sands of children across the 
third world with its innova-
tive programme which sees 
local volunteers prepare 
one meal a day in a school, 
to encourage youngsters to 
attend school where often 
it is the only meal they will 
have.

Mary’s Meals had been 
short listed for the award 

the category was won by the 
St Giles Trust, a London-
based charity which sup-
ports disadvantaged people 
with multiple problems 
in the south of England 
achieve their potential.

The awards were launched 
in 2004 and this year’s over-
all winner was FareShare, 
which redistributes surplus 

the food and drink industry 
to those working with disad-
vantaged people.

Mary’s Meals in top 
charity awards

A NEW information line 

out about care options has 
been launched. 

Councillor Donald McIn-
tosh, Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil’s spokesperson for social 
services, said: ‘The new 
Care Information Scotland 
service will be a one-stop 
shop through which older 
people and their friends and 

up-to-date information on 
services available and how 
to access them.
  ‘I am sure it will prove 
a welcome addition to the 
support already available to 
residents in Argyll and Bute 
seeking information about 
care for older people.’
  Care Information Scotland 
can be contacted on 08456 
001 001 and online at www.
careinfoscotland.co.uk.

New care 
information line

Fuel price concern
JIM Mather, MSP for Argyll 
and Bute, has repeated his 
calls for petrol price regula-
tion, after a report predicted 
record highs at the pump in 
the coming weeks.

He said: ‘An Automobile 
Association (AA) report 
forecasts a pump price for 
petrol of £1.20 but that is 
already present and exceed-
ed at various points in rural 
Scotland as those at the end 
of the supply line pay more 
in every instance.’

ARGYLL and Bute 
Council is to consult with 
communities across the area 
on new charges for adult 
care services and a new 
means test for charges.

The council’s executive 
committee agreed to go out 
to consultation until June 
30 on the new policy and 

charges.
As a result of the budget 

agreed by the council in 
February for 2010-11, the 
executive agreed to increase 
charges for services such as 
meals on wheels, home care, 
supported living, respite 
care, community alarms and 
telecare and blue badges.

But the consultation will 
look at charges for housing 
support, sleepover services, 
employment support, day 
care, progressive care and 
the provision of occupational 
therapy equipment and 
adaptations.

These could see housing 
and employment support 

charged at £14.60 an hour 
and sleepover services 
charged at £51.60 per night.

During the executive 
meeting, Kintyre councillor 
John Semple asked head 
of adult care Jim Robb 
if people receiving state 

for the charges.

Mr Robb said: ‘Yes, 

allow them to contribute to 
the charges. We will come 
back in August and if the 
community accepts the 
proposals, then every client 
in Argyll and Bute will be 

will be maximised.’

He added: ‘These proposals 
will allow us to create an 
income for reinvestment 
into the services.’

The executive also 
agreed to consult on a 
new mechanism for means 
testing, which is mainly 
expected to affect users 
under the age of 65 years 

and those seeking respite 
care because those over 65 
are provided with the bulk 
of care in the community 
free of charge. Councillors 
also agreed that the charging 
mechanism for respite in 
care homes be amended to 

owned by users.

Argyll and Bute Council take increasing charges for care to consultation

THE SCOTTISH 
Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) has been 
selected by the Carbon 
Trust to work on a project to 
produce algae biofuel.

Cost effective fuel
The Carbon Trust this 

week announced plans to 
take on the world in the 
global race to develop a 
sustainable, cost effective 
biofuel from algae.

Eleven institutions were 
selected to work with 
the Carbon Trust on the 
project.

The aim of the team is to 

will cultivate 70 billion 
litres of algae biofuel a year 
by 2030.

This will be the equivalent 
of six per cent of road 
transport diesel and a saving 
of more than 160 million 
tonnes of CO2 every year.

Tom Daly, chief executive 
of the Carbon Trust, said: 
‘We have pulled together 
a dream team of more than 
70 algae scientists who 
have the expert knowledge 
to turn algae into a British 
biofuel success story.

‘Applying principles this 

country has developed 
from its proud agricultural 
heritage and leading 
bioscience expertise we 
will be developing a truly 
sustainable biofuel that 
could provide up to 80 
per cent carbon savings 
compared to diesel savings 
in car and jet fuel.’

Costs of algae biodiesel 
are currently estimated to 
be approximately $5 - $10 
a litre.

The Carbon Trust is 
focusing on more cost 
effective production 
methods with the aim of 

bringing the cost down to 
less than $1 a litre.

The Carbon Trust selected 
SAMS from more than 80 
initial proposals to join the 
project.

It followed an extensive 
competition and detailed 
assessment process.

Dr John Day of SAMS 
said: ‘We are delighted to 
be involved with the Carbon 
Trust project and look 
forward to addressing the 
challenges of mass culturing 
micro-algae for biofuel, as 

team.’

Dr John Day examines micro-algae at the Scottish Association for Marine Science at Dunstaffnage.  

Biofuel project comes to Dunstaffnage

PROBLEMS with sewage 
on Mull have been cleared 
up promptly.

Island residents phoned 
The Oban Times to complain 
about raw sewage leaking 
onto the street and into 
a burn at Bunessan. But 
pro-active Scottish Water 
workers cleared up the 
problem within two days.

A spokeswomen for 
Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
said: ‘The Oban Times 
contacted us on the afternoon 
of Wednesday, March 17 
to relay complaints from 
residents of Bunessan, Isle 
of Mull about the Millbrae 
septic tank in the village. 

‘Sewage was leaking from 
the tank and running down 
the public road/footpath 
into the nearby Bunessan 
River, creating a public 
health hazard and potentially 
polluting the river.

Tanker
‘SEPA immediately 

contacted Scottish Water, 
who in turn deployed one of 
their Mull operatives to assess 
the extent of the problem.  A 
tanker was despatched from 
the mainland on Thursday 
18 March to empty the septic 
tank and remove any sewage 
debris from the road and 
footpath.

Jim Frame, senior 
environment protection 

‘We are grateful to The Oban 
Times for bringing these 
complaints to our attention 
and are pleased to note 
Scottish Water’s prompt 
response in this instance.

‘One of our local team was 

in the area on Friday, March 

area around the septic tank 
had been cleaned up and 
there were no impacts noted 
on the Bunessan River.’

Scottish Water was not 

cause of the spillage and 
was due to carry out further 
investigations with a view to 
establishing what is required 
to provide a permanent 
solution.

Specialists
Martin Dunne, Scottish 

Water’s island multi-
functional team leader, said: 

‘A team with specialist 
equipment was sent from 

available ferry and cleaned 
up the affected area and 
carried out an investigation, 
including the use of a CCTV 
camera, to try to establish 
the source of the problem.

‘They were not able to 
identify the exact cause of the 
spillage and we will attend 
again to carry out further 
investigations with a view to 
establishing what is required 

Anyone in the West 
Highlands and Argyll 
area who wishes to report 
a pollution incident, can 
contact SEPA directly at 
any time using the 24-hour 
Pollution Hotline number on 
0800 807060.

Contact

hours, they can contact the 

for the Argyll and Bute area 
telephone 01546 602876, or 
in Fort William for the Skye, 
Lochalsh and Lochaber areas 
telephone 01397 704426.

Mull sewage 
problems 
resolved 
quickly

AN OBAN hairdresser will 
soon be styling for one of the 
most prestigious fashion shows 
in the UK.

Iain Bruce-Low, manager 
of Ferguson’s hair salon, was 
chosen to be one of a small 
number of stylists working at 
the Edinburgh College of Art 
Graduate Show.

But with more than 400 styles 
to prepare per day he and the 
team working under Colin 
McAndrew, Scottish hairdresser 
of the  year, will certainly have 
their work cut out.

Iain said: ‘I am looking 
forward to the challenge of the 
day. It is a great opportunity to 
work alongside some of the best 
stylists in the country.

‘I am sure there will be some 
amazing and outrageous fashion 
designs. But if we are following 
this year’s hair fashion – styles 
will be simple with blonde 

Iain Bruce-Low practices his technique 
before heading off to the biggest fashion 
graduate show in Scotland.16_t11iain1

feminine edges.’
Iain, originally from Kinlochleven, was 

a stylist at Glasgow salons Rita Rusk and 
Rainbow Rooms before moving to work in 
Oban four years ago.

Styling for top fashion show

NHS Highland is calling on patients to 
give them feedback to help improve its 
services.

The Independent Advice and Support 
Service (IASS) and Argyll and Bute 
Community Health Partnership (CHP) 
have launched the Patient Experience 
Project to look at the patient experience 
once a person has been discharged 
from hospital.

The project wants to hear from any 
patients living in Argyll and Bute who 
were discharged from hospital in the 
last 12 months and are willing to share 
their experience.

Caroline Champion, planning and 
public involvement manager for Argyll 
and Bute CHP, said: ‘For a while 
now we have heard anecdotal stories 
about what has happened to patients 

when they have been discharged from 
hospital.

‘This project will enable us to start 
documenting these stories and really 
get our patients involved in helping us 
to improve how they experience health 
services.’

Josie Walker, an IASS worker based 

in Lochgilphead, said there were a 
number of ways people could share 
their story:  ‘You can call me on 
01546 605556, email me at j.walker@
abcab.org.uk or write to me at Argyll 
and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Riverside, Oban Road, Lochgilphead, 
PA34 8NG.’

The Patient Experience Project began 
on March 15 and will run until August 
15.

NHS Highland calls for feedback

SCOTTISH Conservative 
leader Annabel Goldie has 
pledged her support for plans 
to build short stay pontoons 
in Oban Bay.

Oban Bay Marine is behind 
the proposed pontoons and 

which has been submitted to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Ms Goldie toured Argyll 
on March 19, incorporating 
visits to Lochgilphead and 
Inveraray, as well as Oban.

In Oban she met with 
representatives of Oban Bay 
Marine on Oban’s North Pier 
and congratulated the group 
on its efforts.

Ms Goldie, who has sailed 
on Scotland’s west coast, 
said: ‘I think this is an 
exciting and visionary idea 
for Oban and I think the 
yachting world would be 
delighted to see.

‘Oban has so much going for 
it in terms of natural beauty 
but it needs something to 
harness that and this marina 
plan could be the way to do 
that.

‘There needs to be another 
economic driver in the 
town.’

Right: Scottish 
Conservative leader 
Annabel Goldie and 
fellow Conservatives 
Gary Mulvaney and Jamie 
McGrigor MSP met Mike 
Robertson, left, and 
Elaine and Adrian Lauder 
of Oban Bay Marine. 
07_t13bay01

Scottish
Tory leader 
views
marina plan 
on visit to 
Oban

I think this is 
an exciting and 
visionary idea 
for Oban
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An insipid
budget
THERE was little in 
the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s Budget 
last week that could 
be praised, and almost 
nothing about which to 
become euphoric. 

However, we have to 
admit that Budgets are 
something about which 
we can rarely become 
even moderately excited 
as they are almost without 
exception designed to 
take more than will ever 
be given. In the early 
days of North Sea oil 
exploration very many of 
us expected that we would 
be rolling in money as 
we looked to the Middle 
East and saw repressive 
monarchies growing 
enormously wealthy but it 
was not to be. The cost of 
extracting oil from sand 
is tiny compared to those 
taking it from the sea-bed. 
Even the SNP, which put 
our expected oil wealth 

claiming independence, 
has gone very quiet 
about their slogan: ‘It’s 
Scotland’s Oil’, preferring 
to draw attention to how 
much better Norway has 
handled its ‘bounty from 
the sea’.

Very rarely do we 
remember the USA is 
a major oil producer 
– although not one that 
does not need to buy oil 
to meet its enormous 
over-consumption of it. 
Therefore, it, like Britain, 
rarely has any visible 
signs of  its oil riches and 
has the same economic 
problems as we have 
currently. And, I have to 
remark snidely that they 
are responsible in many 
ways for the current 
economic mess in which 

itself.
Whichever party, or 

parties, forms the next 
government will be 
producing another Budget 
within a short time of 
their election. If the Tories 
are successful they have 
made it clear they will 
do away with most of 
the current government’s 
proposed increases 
in National Insurance 
contributions which affect 
both the employer and 
the employee as does 
the freezing of Personal 
allowances but there’s 
no promise to restore 
them at the current rate 

remember the old Latin 
tag about ‘fearing the 
Greeks even when they 
are bearing gifts’; not 
much chance of that in the 
literal sense as they are in 
a more parlous state than 
we are economically just 
now. 

But, we have to 
remember that: should 
the Tories get a clear 
majority next month we 
are going to be subject 
to an austerity Budget 
comparable to those of the 
immediate Post Second 
World War era.

Of course, since 
Scotland is spinning in a 
different orbit to the rest 
of the world – according 
to the pronouncements 
of its First Minister who 
is going to get a rude 
awakening when ‘Dr 
Who’ doesn’t come to his 
rescue and he has to cut 
his cloth in the same way 

as the rest of the world 
– we are all going to feel 
the pinch. Better start 
buying Lottery tickets!

‘The Voices’ 
FEW of us who come 
from generations of 
natives of the West 
Highlands, and the Inner 
and Outer Hebrides paid 
much attention to who 
were our ancestors and 
what they did. 

We knew little of the 
lives they led and how 
they stayed – or emigrated 
to far off parts of the 
world, never to return 
– and attended to the 
‘daily round, the common 
task’.

As we have grown 
up, we have come to 
recognise that what we 
have neglected was a rich, 
cultural heritage which 
should not be allowed to 
fade away but explored, 
cherished, and passed on 
to those who come after 
us.

These thoughts have 
been stimulated by a new 
book which will be on 
sale in Oban and South 
Uist from this weekend. 

I am delighted to 
recommend it to all who 
love our part of the world, 
native or not.

Alex MacRae, a former 
Oban Times employee, 
has given us a carefully 
researched piece of family 
history, illustrated with 

father’s love of using a 
camera very effectively. 
His two great aunts: Peigi 
and Mairi MacRae, from 
a chance meeting with 
one of the most extra-
ordinary ladies of the last 
century: Margaret Fay 
Shaw who although born 
in America became one of 
the great Gaelic folklorists 
of the age. She found a 
veritable cornucopia of 
unpublished songs and 
stories available to her 
from the MacRae sisters, 
recorded it and with 
her husband, John Lorn 
Campbell of Canna has 
made it central to what is 
now known as the ‘Canna 
Collection’.

The slim volume - priced 
£9.99 – is published by 
the Elk Classic Publishing 
and is accompanied by 
an excellent CD featuring 
many unpublished Uist 
songs.

Who is the 
numpty?
FOLLOWERS of First 
Minister’s Questions in 
the Scottish Parliament 
are  becoming more 
bemused by the week as 
they listen to the ill-
judged rantings of the old 

Alex Fergusson – note the 
snobbish double ‘ss’. 

Last week, he turned 
himself into a bit of 
a ‘dunderheid’ as he 
exploded at Labour 

Kerr  referring to Mr 
Salmond as a ‘numpty’ 
which seems to be a 
good Scots word for ‘an 
ineffectual’ person’. 

To compound his 
pomposity he also
scolded Mr Salmond for 
using the term ‘sap’ to 
describe Mr Kerr. ‘Get 
real’ Sir!

Traditional Tour in 
Glasgow
THE CENTRE for 
Traditional Music at 
Plockton High School is 
now very well established 
and it was a treat for 
Glasgow audiences that 
their tour of the sixth year 
cohort, to let them sample 
the life of musicians ‘on the 
road’,  spent several days in 
the area. 

Early in the week they had 
a great evening at Douglas 
Academy, Milngavie, when 
they were able to share 
experiences with more 
classically trained pupils.
They followed this with an 
evening at Glasgow Fiddle 

as the guests of Partick Folk 
Club in St Peter’s Church 
Hall.

This turned out to be a 
specially arranged meeting 
of the folk club and it was 

of musicianship of the 
youngsters.

It was an eight person line 
up consisting of Heather 
Shelley from Golspie on 
keyboard; Amy Cameron 
from Brora, vocals/whistle; 
Hannah Beaton from 
Achmore, Gaelic vocals/
clarsach; Natalie Chalmers 
from Fraserburgh, vocals/

Paterson from Strathay, 

Portree, pipes/whistle, and 
the one male student Ewan 
Duncan from Newtonmore, 
also on pipes and whistle. 

From the outset, with  a 
traditional Highland bagpipe 
selection from Ewan and 
Catriona, the audience was 
treated to an evening of 
fantastic music and song 
and, yes, even a Doric story 
from Natalie. 

Having auditioned to gain 
a place at the school it was 
obvious the students have 
made the most of their 10 
hours of tuition per week. 

All areas of Scotland were 
represented in the group and 
surely this is healthy for the 
continuation of the different 
styles of traditional music 
and song. 

It was pleasing for the 
Plockton representatives 
to see some of their former 
pupils, most now following 
successful musical careears, 
in the audience but I would 
hope that any future tours 
by the Plockton pupils will 
play to a packed venue. That 
is certainly what their music 
deserves.

Feis Glaschu
THIS year’s Feis in 
Glasgow will take place 
in Hutcheson’s Grammar 
Junior School, 44 Kingarth 
Street, Glasgow, from April 
12 to 16. 

All the favourite activities 

will be available, and there 
is even Tai Kwon Do, one 
of a group of new activities 
added in this year. 

For the younger age 
groups the cost will be £40 
and for older children £50 
with reductions for more 
than one family member. 

It is expected there will 
be a high demand for 
places and bookings can be 
made with Feis Glaschu, 
c/o Comunn na Gaidhlig, 

Glasgow, G11 5QP, or for 
further information contact 
feisglaschu@iive.co.uk

Piping
competitions
THE RESULTS of the 
recent Lomond and Clyde 
Anniversary competition 
were: 1 House of Edgar 
Shotts and Dykehead; 2 
Inveraray and District; 3 
Fife Constabulary; 4 Robert 
Wiseman Dairies Vale of 
Atholl.

At the Duncan Johnston 
Memorial Competition 
held at the National
Piping Centre the 
results were as follows: 
‘B’Grade Piobaireachd, 
Alasdair Henderson.
March, Strathspey and 
Reel, Craig Muirhead. 
‘C’ Grade Piobaireachd 
Graham Drummond, March 
Strathspey and Reel Andrew 
Travers. ‘B’ and ‘C’ Grade 
Jigs Craig Muirhead.

James Cameron
IT IS with sadness that I 
have to intimate the untimely 
death of accordionist James 
Cameron.

Our sympathy is extended 
to his wife Anthea and 
daughter Rhona at this sad 
time.

Diary dates
Thursday April 1: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, Tannahill 
Weavers. Treacherous 
Orchestra, Renfrew Ferry, 
www.tuneup.org.uk.
Saturday April 3: CLASP 
Piping Competition, 
National Piping Centre. 
Thursday April 8: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, Flossie 
Malavialle.
Friday April 9: Fiddlers 
Bid, Perth Concert Hall, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene
IN THE Islay Inn it will be 
Crooked Reel on Friday 
with Trail West on Saturday 
while in the Park Bar 
the music will be played 
by Burns Brothers on 
Friday, Pneumatic Drills 
on Saturday with Martin 
Pottinger/Stewart Cameron 
on Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Death of Jura minister
THE SUDDEN death of the Jura 
minister the Rev George Campbell 
on March 16 saddened everyone 
who knew this friendly and popular 
clergyman. 

He was 64 years of age and had been 
on a short trip to the mainland when 
his death occurred.

During his time on Jura he greatly 
endeared himself to his island 
congregation who held him in the 
highest esteem. He was also greatly 
respected on Islay where he served 
as locum at the Round Church at 
Bowmore on two separate occasions.

A service of thanksgiving for his 
life and ministry was held in a packed 
Jura Church on March 23, and paying 
tribute to their colleague was the Rev 
Dr Rob Barlow, parish minister at 
Kilarrow and Kildalton and Oa, and 
the Rev Angus Morrison, the retired 
former minister of St John’s Church, 
Port Ellen. A service of committal 
followed at Jura’s Kilearnadale 
cemetery.

Sincere condolences are extended 
to George’s wife Margaret, his family 
and to everyone who was deeply 
touched by his untimely passing. 

‘Lochside’ ceilidh
VIGOROUS dancing and robust 
singing were among the pleasures 
on the ceilidh programme mounted 

MacNeill in Bowmore’s Lochside 
Hotel on Saturday.

Piper James Carmichael provided 

the tuneful openings and accordionist 
Niall  Kirkpatrick and drummer David 
Hastie supplied the enticing dance 
music.

Local entertainers lifting their 
voices in song were Janey Torrance, 
Libby Morris, Eoin Brown and Angus 
Darroch. The visiting singer was 
Islay MacTaggart, well known on the 
Glasgow ceilidh scene and further 
forth. He is undoubtedly a ‘Lochside’ 
favourite and his cabaret spots were 
applauded to the echo.

I was the adequate fear an taighe 
who prevailed on hostess Roberta to 
add to the song input which she did 
with her usual aplomb.

supported and raised £202 which was 
donated to Bowmore Gaelic nursery.

The audience, which included a 
number of local senior citizens as well 
as visitors from Japan and Australia, 
were in party mood far into the night 
and gave little thought to impending 
clock changes!

Church presentation 
THE CONTRIBUTION to the church 
life in Kilarrow parish by Church 
of Scotland reader Angela Stather, 
Dunlossit, was marked with a public 
presentation during the family worship 
at the Round Church on Sunday. 

This expressed the congregation’s 
gratitude for the sterling work she had 
carried out as locum during a long 
vacancy.

The monetary gift, handed over by 
Session Clerk Marian Senior, included 
donations from grateful parishioners.

Angela thanked everyone for their 
generosity and acknowledged the 
invaluable  assistance and  support she 
had received during this time from her 
husband Chris.

She will now carry out further 
similar duties on neighbouring Jura 
following the death of the Rev George 
Campbell.

Fiddlers’ gig
SHETLAND-BASED band ‘Fiddlers’ 
Bid’ will pay their second visit to 
the island on April 6 when they 
appear in concert in the Rhinns Hall, 
Portnahaven.

in the United States, Australia 
and throughout mainland Europe, 
continues to attract rave reviews and 

albums, the latest being ‘All Dressed 
in Yellow’. They have also won 
the Scots Traditional Music award 
‘Album of the Year’ and the highly 
coveted Spiral Earth ‘Instrumental 
Album of the Year’.

Their current tour began in 
Gatehouse and climaxes at the 
Queen’s Hall in Edinburgh on April 
11.

Their Rhinns gig is being promoted 
by Islay Arts Association which 
encourages everyone to visit 
Portnahaven and enjoy a band that 
has been described as ‘having the 
precision of a Swiss watch and enough 
energy to power a small town’.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. 
Telephone: 01496 810658.

Shandon Station on the West Highland Line
This week’s flashback photograph comes from the files of The Oban Times and shows Shandon Railway 
Station shortly after the opening of the West Highland Line. We would like readers to send in flashback 
photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 
Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Unacceptable
increase in sports 
pitch hire costs
Sir,
With reference to last 
week’s lead story regarding 
increased charges for the hire 
of council sports pitches, 
Oban Camanachd Club, as 

of increase unacceptable.
Oban Camanachd Club 

club and has a responsibility 
to provide proper facilities 
for these teams to train and 
play.  

To offset these costs, the 
club has a weekly lotto and 
also attracts sponsorship, 
thanks to the goodwill of 
local businesses. 

The increase proposed by 
the council, which almost 
doubles the present cost, 
would be an added burden 
to the volunteers and team 
coaches who give their time 
freely.  

The council has to recognise 
when making such decisions 
that Oban Camanachd Club 
provide the youth of Oban 
with an opportunity to play 
at the top level of their 
chosen sport. 

This increase may deny 
them the opportunity and 
that is a responsibility 
the council must consider 
when deliberating over this 

important issue. The impact 
felt by these charges may 
have a lasting effect on sport 
in Oban for years to come.
Nigel Evans, President, 
Oban Camanachd Club. 

Support for 
Tyndrum gold mine
Sir, 
In my capacity as chairman 

Council, I wish to respond 
to the letter ‘Tyndrum gold 
mine concerns’ by David 

Tyndrum. 
Mr Hardie seems unaware 

of the comprehensive 
consultation process, which 
is still in progress, on the 
planning application by 
Scotgold Resources to open 
a gold mine at Cononish, 
near Tyndrum. 

For example, community 

Community Development 
Trust (SCDT) directors 
attended a consultation 
with Dalgleish Associates 
and representatives of 
Scotgold in Tyndrum 
Village Hall on the evening 
of October 29 2009. There 
was a full day exhibition 
and consultation, open to 
everyone, on Thursday 
November 12 and another 
on Wednesday December 
2 2009. On February 18 
2010, Moira Robertson, 
community council 

secretary and vice chairman 
of SCDT, accompanied 
me at a presentation to 
SEPA, SNH, National 
Park Authority (NPA) and 
various other consultees in 
the planning process, by 
Dalgleish Associates and 
Scotgold representatives 
at NPA Headquarters. The 
purpose of this session was 
to allay any fears about 
environmental damage. 

The community council 
has debated this application 
in great depth and wrote a 
letter of support to Gordon 
Watson, Director of Planning 
and Economic Development 
of the NPA on February 17. 

It’s a pity Mr Hardie 
seems unaware of all the 
work our community and 
its representatives have 
carried out both to assure the 
protection of the environment 
and to gain the maximum 

should the application be 
successful.

Mr Hardie should attend our 
community council meetings 
and take part in debates on 
the numerous issues affecting 
our community. 
John Riley, chairman 

Council, Lower Station 
Road, Tyndrum. 

Piping thanks
Sir,
May we, through your 
columns, thank Alistair 

Dewar and his committee of 
Nether Lorn Piping Society 
for all their hard work.

As former members of the 
society committee formed 
by the late Arthur Gillies 
in 1978, we have seen 
Arthur’s vision to encourage 
young pipers such as Angus 
McColl, Ian Hurst and Fred 
Morrison. As a guest piper, 
our grandson Jamie is a keen 
piper and is being tutored by 
Angus McColl. We thank 
you and look forward to the 
next session.
Gilbert and Chrissie Muir, 
Lynn Court, Oban. 

Just the ticket
Sir,
I am a regular visitor to the 
West Highlands and travel 
extensively by rail. 

As a member of Scotrail’s 
Club 55, I expect to visit 
more often. The cheap £15 
fare favours long distance 
travel and as it is only valid 
outwith peak travel periods, 
Oban and Fort William could 

in quiet periods.
The 55s and over often take 

holidays when children are at 
school so May and September 
could be months when 
hoteliers and VisitScotland 
should be looking to Scotrail 
to give marketing support to 
this excellent ticket. 

We need extra trains to and 
from Oban.
G Lund, Girvan.

WHEN we purchase goods and services from the private 
sector, and the product or services fall below the expected 
standard, the purchaser is legally entitled to a full refund or 
replacement - and rightly so.

Over recent weeks Argyll and Bute Council have 
announced their aim to increase fees for care services. 
Existing services such as home care, respite care, supported 
living and telecare will cost the elderly and disabled more, 
while fees will be introduced for housing support, day care 
and provision of occupational therapy equipment.

This week, following an inspection of care services 
throughout Scotland, a Care Commission report highlights 
that Argyll and Bute was awarded the highest percentage 
of low grades. ‘Grading,’ according to inspection director 
Ronnie Hill, ‘gives everyone information about whether the 
service is performing well or not.’

Will Argyll and Bute Council and private care providers 
now refund those who have been receiving a below standard 
service, plus the taxpayers who funded it?

Care purchasers have rights too
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The Oban Times
25 Years 

Ago Thursday April 4 1985

Those Were The Days

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

MyVillageCallander

My town is Callander 
in Perthshire. Why is it 
special?
It is special for me because, 
although I had only 
occasionally passed through 

came to live here 14 years 
ago, I realised I had come 
home.

immediately seemed the right 
one for me and I thought I 

It has also proved to be the 
right one for me.

of a friendly greeting. I 
can be sure of help given 
unconditionally, short or 
long-term, if needed. And 
there is no shortage of 
activities to become involved 
in, according to choice. I feel 
settled and contented.
What is the history of 
Callander?
Callander has a lot of history 

forts and burial grounds, 

central Scotland, its status 

and Scott, its importance to 
tourism in the Trossachs and 
the architecture of its public 
and domestic buildings.

Callander is easily 

in Scotland and is often 

the central highlands.

Hall committee floored    
by repair bill

committee noticed that some of the 

for this to be investigated. 

secretary of the hall committee Mrs 
Annette Sinclair.

Joists and other structural pieces had 
to be replaced, and the repair cost the 

for other things.
A possible cause of the dampness 

that the drain should be diverted 

approximate cost of £500.

education department is concerned at 

Mistaking otters for          
the monster

almost certainly caused reports of the 
Loch Ness Monster.

charm and humour, and illustrated by 

Wildlife Trust (Lorn Group) at a 
recent meeting at Dunstaffnage Marine 
Laboratory.

closely resembles the classical Loch 
Ness monster - a small head and a body 

extreme monster devotees. 

Bill could be death knell 
for Argyll bus services

through.

Council.
Mr Waugh said that he had previously 

of three bus operators in Argyll all 
subsidised routes could fall. 

Anne Docherty, second left, and Susan O Boyle, second right, of Callander, 
receive the Central Scotland Calor Village of the Year Award from BBC 
Breakfast News presenter Bill Turnbull, far left, and Alex Davis, Managing 
Director for Calor, far right, at the 2008 awards ceremony in London.

interesting heritage trail, 

importance - a mountain 

several independent shops 
as opposed to the same old 

a good standard of places to 
eat.

Callander offers all of 

distance.

are regarded as important. 

One can spend many days in 
the area and have plenty to 
do. Callander has something 
for everyone.
Have there been any 
changes in the town?
The main change I have 
noticed since I came here 
is that the population has 
increased considerably by 
around 1,000 people to 3,000 
residents.
What is your favourite 
place and favourite 
building?

house, in particular the south 

by season are spectacular.
My favourite building is 

full of everything, and much 
more, that I remember from 
my childhood.

The other building that 
means a lot to many 
Callander people, and has 

Information Centre, and may
soon be further developed 
for the community. Its spire 

Callander.
What is your favourite 
season?
I have become very 
conscious of the seasons 
since coming to Callander.
My favourite is autumn 
because the colours here are 

over the river is stunning.
What threats are there 
to the way of life in 
Callander?

alarming level.
Transport can be a problem 

as local services are limited 
and access to other rural 
areas can be a problem. 

Lots of Callander people 

for the day. 

this route. 

months.

get to Oban till summer and 
Oban travellers to Callander 
are similarly affected.

There is a shortage of 
affordable housing. 

Employment tends to be 
seasonal and young people 

enough life in it for them, 
though that is probably true 
of many places.
Why do people come to the 
town?

activities it has to offer those 

For those that are not so 
mobile there are the gentler 

There is something to do for 
everyone.
Are there any famous 
people from Callander?
Many famous people had 

Callander but I am unable 
to name a famous person 

Despite local rumour 

one building and the current 
Tourist Information Centre is 

but he does not.

myths and legends abound.  
There are many people 

Callander itself, but not of 
national or international 

celebrities all the same.

November 5 1965. 

since at least the 15th century.
 The second last person to be tried and imprisoned for the crime 

used in the construction of the transit system for the 1968 summer 
Olympics in Mexico City. 

Loch Lubnaig near Callander.

This week we turn the spotlight on the 
beautiful Perthshire village of Callander. 
Community newsletter editor Anne 
Docherty spoke to The Oban Times.

Tourists flock to Callander, especially in summer, as it offers something for everyone.

Old Kirk, Balquidder, near Callander, is an 
attraction for visitors.

A bird’s eye view of Callander.

It is a town where visitors are regarded as important. 

They are well catered for. One can spend many days in 

the area and have plenty to do. Callander has something 

for everyone.
Anne Docherty.

Diabetic; Gluten, Dairy, 
& Wheat-free products

Vitamins, Supplements, Organics
Quality Pet Food and Accessories
INCORPORATING THE HONEY SHOP

Tel/Fax: 01877 330200
Email: health@natures-corner.com

SHOP ONLINE at: 
www.natures-corner.com

Nature’s Corner

Healthy People and Pet Care

2A Cross Street, Callander, FK17 8EA

Miles The Painter
Telephone: 07818 827110

Across
7 Place for a needle (6)
8 Flat (6)
9 Band member (4)
10 User (8)
11 Play area of castles (7)
13 Desire (5)
15 Wuss (5)
17 Log holder (7)
20 Fretting (8)
21 Game of pieces trying to go home (4)
22 Healing fir? (6)
23 Breathing trouble (6)

Down
1 Ordeal (6)
2 Fizzy drink (4)
3 Type of exercise (7)
4 Discomfit (5)
5 Dough tubes (8)
6 Aplenty (6)
12 Unable to tell secrets to (8)
14 A rag man is one (7)
16 Ethically indifferent (6)
18 Water retention (6)
19 Device (5)
21 Not alive any more after dark (4)
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For a reasonable quote call Graham 
on 01631 562651 or 07730682128

Keil Engine Services
As Countax Dealers, Keil Engine Services in Benderloch offers our gardening 
customers the chance to buy Britain’s best and most popular ride-on Garden 
Tractors to keep your lawn looking tip-top.
There are many different models and options, ranging from petrol to diesel, 
cutting with collection to mulching decks and the elite 4 wheel drive models 
with many different attachments available.  The Countax range offers an 
attractive proposition  to whatever your garden requires.  We also supply, 
service and repair all makes of lawnmowers, strimmers, Tillers chippers and 
hedgetrimmers etc with full spares back up and expertise in our fully equiped 
workshop.
Tel/Fax 01631 720380 Ask for Lachie or Liam

Keeping-Up-Appearances
Keeping-Up-Appearances is an Oban based garden company established in 
2007.
We are true gardeners who weed, plant, prune, cut grass, redefine borders, cut 
hedges, clean paths and patios, create new layouts and much more.
We look after many different styles of gardens both private and commercial, un-
dertaking one off jobs and regular maintenance.  Spring, Summer, Autumn and 
Winter we aim to ensure that you are delighted with your garden.
Call us and see what K.U.A. can do for you. Tel: 07748163089

G. H. Groundworks Contractor
Improve the exterior of your property. Whether it’s to improve the value, or 
to make it feel more like home.
We are a local company, dedicated, honest, reliable and hard working. We 
undertake driveways mono-block or tar, patios / paths, concrete work, gar-
den drainage / clearances, walls and features. Hard landscaping or fencing. 
Other works also considered.
So why not give us a call and see what we can do for you.
Contact graham on 01631 562651  mob: 07730682128 e-mail: 
graham387@btinternet.com

Cakebread’s
At Cakebread’s Garden Centre this Easter you’ll find everything you need to start your season off in the garden.
There’s an outstanding range of plants including stunning collections of Acers, Camellias, Rhododendrons and Azal-
eas. In addition to these there are also super ranges of other well known shrubs, herbaceous and alpine plants plus 
some more unusual varieties to tempt those looking for something a little bit different. With all that choice if you still 
can’t find what you’re looking for we’re happy to try to source the plants you have difficulty finding. 
We also have a range of aquatic plants, at this time of year stocks are a little low but there will be new supplies 
towards the end of the month.
If you’re looking to instantly brighten up the garden there’s a great range of spring bedding and for those wanting 
to plan further ahead there’s a fabulous collection of summer flowering bulbs and tubers which when planted now, 
many will, extend the flowering season well into the Autumn.
If you’re planning to ‘grow your own’ there’s still time to get your seed potatoes planted there’s a fantastic choice of 
these the choice dependant on how you like to eat your potatoes. A wide selection of vegetable and flower seed is 
also available but if you’d like to grow vegetables but don’t fancy sowing them small plants will be available over 
the coming weeks.
New stock is always coming in so it’s a good idea to visit us regularly. Tel: 01631 565141

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Twenty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.
Operated excavator plant hire.

1.5 ton to 15 ton
NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408
07979 867870

Coe Contracts Ltd
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping, Groundworks, Plant Hire and General Contracting.
We provide everything you need from the planning stage right through to the 
finish and our aim is to exceed your expectations. We will arrange to meet with 
you and discuss everything. We will survey the site and make recommendations 
for options and alternatives whilst always respecting your wishes. Once we have 
agreed on the requirements we will provide you with a free no-obligation quote.
Call: 01855 811408 or 07979867870

KEIL ENGINE SERVICES
Countax Lawn Tractors 

Tel/Fax 01631 720380 
ask for Lachie or Liam

email: info@keilengines.
fsnet.co.uk

GREENLANDS 
LANDSCAPING 
& GARDENING 

SERVICES
Fully Insured

Hard & Soft landscaping
Building, Paving,  Ponds
Fences, Driveways etc.

Tree & Hedgework
General Maintenance

Contact Paul on
01631 7 10067 Mob 07900412292

Greenlands landscaping & 
gardening services
Established in 2001 Greenlands offers a  prompt, professional, high quality 
service.
From site clearances, excavation, drainage, fencing, driveways, turfing, 
paths, patios, decking, raised beds and lots more.
A well landscaped garden can add as much as 6% to the value of your prop-
erty.  Research showing they sell quicker in a competitive market.
It’s not always about making your house sell, landscaping is a lifestyle in-
vestment, extending your home and personality to the outdoors.  A great 
garden can enhance your life and provide a haven from the stresses of mod-
ern living.  For a friendly reliable service contact Paul 07900412292   01631 
710067.

Grab Trust
Composting is the natural process of decomposition and recycling of organic 
material into a nutrient rich soil enhancer known as COMPOST.
Composting is one of the single most effective ways of recycling our organic 
waste and reducing our impact on the environment. Between 30-50% of our 
organic waste found in our rubbish bins can be composted!
For advice on composting please see our website www.grab.org.uk and if you 
think you want to encourage the community to compost then join our Master 
Composting Volunteer Programme (see website for details).

Rembrand Timber
Rembrand Timber has recently joined up with Forest garden products to in-
crease our offering in outdoor and garden related products for 2010. Forest is 
the market leader in timber outdoor living products, primarily garden build-
ings, fencing, decking and decorative garden structures.
We now offer an even bigger selection of products in stock or for home deliv-
ery direct to your door free of charge.
If you are in the market for timber garden products this year, find us online 
at rembrandtimber.com or come and visit our Timber and DIY warehouse at 
Glenshellach Road, Oban, you won’t be disappointed!
Telephone 01631 556035

C Hodge Fencing
Right now, at C. Hodge Fencing, we’re working on our own raised beds, assessing 
the damage the freezing weather caused to plants. We’re also trying to work out 
how to keep the labradours away from the raspberry canes. 
 We have a lot of experience in solving practical problems like these and every 
other kind relating to fencing, raised beds, decking and gates. You can trust us 
to provide you with straight-forward, long-lasting solutions to your fencing and 
garden construction problems. We can supply you with high quality, sustainably 
grown timber and decking treated for ground contact. We have heavily galvanised 
wires, meshes and metal work and we are agents for Rutland electric fencing.  If 
you’re doing the work yourself we hire out specialist fencing tools or if you’re 
looking for a fencer we have an extensive list of experienced local contractors. So 
for advice, ideas and materials why not ring us on 01631 563271.

AWAKE ALL 
GARDENERS !!

ADVANCE NOTICE OF MAJOR 
CLEARANCE SALES

After 35 years, Braevallich Nursery 
is closing down.

2 Major sales of high quality Rhododendrons and 
Azaleas will be held at The Mart, Soroba Road, 

Oban on April 24th and 25th and May 29th and 30th.  

1000’S OF PLANTS MUST GO.

this great opportunity.

Lorn Weld Ltd
The first sight of a garden is usually the gate and surrounding fence. This gives the 
first and lasting impression. Wrought iron has been and still is one of the best ways 
to enhance your garden with designs to suite every individual taste. From an easy 
on the eye uncomplicated design to the more intricate of patterns.
Your design can include straight, square symmetrical or round plain shapes to the 
more complicated scroll works. Figures such as birds, dogs, hedgehogs, insects in 
fact we can design practically any shape required to fit in with your chosen theme. 
Names can be incorporated into the design whether it be traditional, modern, 
whacky or in a particular style e.g. Rennie MacIntosh. 
Wrought iron need not be black. There is a wide range of paints available in 
different colours and finishes which can enhance and give an added dimension 
to your theme.
We at Lorn Weld would be delighted to work with you on your chosen design giv-
ing you the satisfaction to know that this is unique to you and your garden. 
Design is limited only by your imagination
Telephone 01631 565533

The Tree Shop
Come to the Tree Shop.....One of Scotland’s finest independent garden centres.   
We have a huge range of plants, many of which are grown locally at Ardkinglas 
Estate Nurseries.
This Easter come and see Argyll’s finest collection of Rhododendrons & Azaleas, 
Trees & Conifers and a unique range of Shrubs & Perennials.  We also offer a 
broad range of fruit trees and soft fruit plants, everything from apple & plum trees 
to blueberry & raspberry plants.
Everything you need for the garden from Tools & Compost to Seeds & Bulbs. 
Inside the shop is an eclectic mix of Scottish Gifts for every occasion, or just a sou-
venir. A vast collection of Books & Cards.  
A brand new range of Outdoor Clothing from Weird Fish, Joules & Jack Murphy. 
Delicious Homemade Soups, Cakes and Fairtrade Teas & Coffees from our Takea-
way Café.   
Why not visit the nearby Ardkinglas Woodland Gardens in Cairndow boasting “the 
mightiest conifer in Europe” along with a spectacular rhododendron display?
Situated on the A83 at the head of Loch Fyne (next door to Loch Fyne Oysters) 
surrounded by some of the finest scenery in the West Highlands, 8 miles from 
Inveraray and only one hour’s drive from Oban. Telephone 01499 600263

Beaver Timber Ltd
Beaver Timber established for over 30 years , Gary together with his wife, Paula took over the company 2 years ago, 
employing two full time and two part time employees including Gary’s son Adam who runs the shed installation side 
of the business.  Together they  have seen a steady rise in sales  doing  bigger projects such as boathouses, small 
chalets, large workshops, while also remaining with sheds, garages, summer houses etc at the heart of the business. 
As well as the newly refurbished show site at Barcaldine, Beaver Timber has a conveniently placed show site at 
Cakebread’s in Oban. 
Beaver Timber also deliver and erect wooden buildings over a large area including the Islands as far down as 
Campbeltown and as far north as Skye.
They offer high quality, low maintenance sectional garden buildings at very competitive prices, ideal for today’s 
climate and will gladly dismantle and remove your old shed, if required.   Bespoke Buildings to suit your individual 
requirements. Beaver Timber supply everything from picnic benches, kennels to stables!
Order your free brochure from 01631 720353 mobile 07861 247 237 www.beavertimber.co.uk or email info@
beavertimber.co.uk

R  M Tree Services
R  M Tree Services is a local family business of father Roni involved with 
tree work for 30 years whether commercial harvesting, felling in con-
fined spaces, aerial operations, crown alterations or pruning/shap-
ing/thinning garden trees, and his son Chris who adds his individual 
skills gathered over 8 years.  Work is to a high standard BS3998 and 
completed.  Roni has been creating bespoke sculptures and rus-
tic furniture with his chainsaw for 17 years. Commisions undertaken. 
Tel: 01631 770206  Mobile: 07748414945

End of the Road for 
Braevallich Nursery
This Nursery, founded in 1973 on the shores of Loch Awe, was one of several 
similar ventures started in Argyll around that time to supply the growing retail 
sector.  Throughout its history it has specialised in Rhododendrons and Azaleas 
and was respected in the trade for its quality and range.
Over the last 37years the market-place has changed dramatically and it has be-
come increasingly difficult to compete due to the location – high transport costs 
– and demands of the retailers.  With no successor waiting in the wings the pro-
prietor has reluctantly decided to close the operation down.
With substantial stocks still on site – 2 Large Clearance Sales will be held in 
the Oban Mart on the weekends of April 24/25 and May 29/30 – a truly 
great one-off opportunity to stock your gardens with high quality rhododendrons 
and azaleas at minimal cost; Refer to O.T. for opening hours nearer dates.

COMPOSTING – 
Natures way of recycling!

From Apple cores, vegetable scraps, 

Don’t bin it Compost it!

=

>

>

>

C. Hodge Fencing

Posts, Rails, wire, rylock.
Decking & Garden fencing.
Gates, handling equipment, 
feeders, electric fencing.

Please phone for a quote.

Tel: 01631 563271
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Duisky-based haulage firm E M Bowman has been unveiled as new sponsors of Kilmallie 
Shinty Club. Owner Ewan Bowman presented club secretary Linda Cameron with a cheque 
and the team with new strips for its first division game against Lochcarron. The new gear did 
Kilmallie no harm – they won 6-0.

Donald Cameron of Lochiel cuts the ribbon to officially open the new path. 10_f14path01

Spinning up for success: new Carloway Mill boss Ann 
MacDonald.

The Oban Times

OT

Portree pupil’s 
voluntary work 
recognised

New half   
marathon                  
at Nevis             
Range

Kilcamb Lodge                   
hosts
function  with a 
difference

New two-mile path 
links memorial 
with Spean Bridge  

History made as Harris Tweed 

Lochaber gears up for Six Days Trial

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

 John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic  
11/12 Argyll Square   

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Save almost 70 per cent this 
April with Gordon’s Chemist

Advertorial

Good progress 
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MORE than 50 winning art 
works from the National 
Galleries of Scotland art 
competition for schools 
2009 will be on show at the 
Lime Tree Gallery in Fort 
William from April 2 to 
May 19.

The exhibition will be 
opened by Charles Kennedy 
MP at 7pm on April 1. The 
competition, now in its 
seventh year, is sponsored 
by Scottish Widows. 

MOBILE cinema the 
Screen Machine cinema 
arrives in Fort William 
today (Thursday) on the 
last leg of a four-stop 
Highland tour to promote 
a Scottish campaign 
against domestic abuse 
and raise awareness of 
services available to 
women locally.  

The tour, which is 
being backed by local 
women’s aid groups and 
support services, features 
a screening of hit musical 
‘Mamma Mia’.

Lochaber Women’s 
Aid service manager 
Julie Wileman said: ‘The 

screening was to bring 
the organisations that we 
work with and members 
of the community 
together to show the local 
solidarity and support 
for the campaign.This is 
an opportunity for us to 
raise awareness in the 
communities we serve 
across Lochaber of the 
practical support that 
is available to women, 
children and young 
people affected by 
domestic abuse on issues 
such as legal advice, 
accommodation and 

on with their lives.’
Housing and 

communities minister 
Alex Neil said: ‘This 
cinema tour will bring 
together local support 
groups and members of 
the community and once 
again get the issue of 
domestic abuse out in the 
open.’ 

The screening, in the 
car park opposite Lidl at 
An Aird, starts at 7pm for 
7.30pm.

Anyone wishing to 
attend should contact 
Fiona MacColl at 
Lochaber Women’s Aid 
on 01397 705734.

ANCIENT Egypt was the theme when 
Duror Primary School P4-7 pupils invited 
parents in to see the new Curriculum for 
Excellence in action.

Ahead of the special sharing and 
learning event, pupils had been given a 
choice of topics to study in term three and 
picked the ancient Egyptians.

After brainstorming what they knew 
and wanted to investigate, the children, 
encouraged by class teacher Mrs 
MacLeod, built up their knowledge by 
working on tasks of their own choice 
then shared research through power 
point presentations, timelines, labelled 
drawings, fact sheets, sketches, writing, 
poetry and posters.

For the parents’ visit, children and staff 
dressed up in ancient Egyptian costumes 
– with parents Mrs Leitch and Mrs 
Malcolm enlisted to help with make-up.

The pupils also produced Egyptian 
artwork with artist in residence Mrs 
Cockerill, who runs a Room 13 Art Club 
in the school each Thursday.

Head teacher Marylin MacDonald said: 

or individually on aspects of their topic, 
then made a quiz on their information to 
the parents. The parents found the new 
collaborative learning style a fun way to 
learn together and saw their children’s 
strength and interests developed.’

GLENCOE Primary School 
P5-7 pupils are to visit the 
Houses of Parliament on a 
trip to London on April 20 
to 23.

Activities, some chosen 
by the children, will include 
two shows ‘The Lion 
King’ and ‘War Horse’, the 
London Eye, the Tower 
of London, a bus tour, a 
boat trip on the Thames, a 
visit to the Imperial War 
Museum and a shopping 
trip to Harrods. The visit to 
the Houses of Parliament 
includes a tour and 
workshop.

The school has raised 
more than £1,000 towards 
the subsidised trip, with the 
Ice factor in Kinlochleven 
chipping in £250.

Head teacher Marylin 
MacDonald extends her 
thanks to colleagues, the 
local community and 
businesses for all their 
support.

She said: ‘All parents and 
staff very much appreciate 
the generosity of all the 
people in South Lochaber 
who have helped the 
children of Glencoe access 
so many places of interest 
and shows in London. The
tour and workshop in the 
Houses of Parliament will 
be on the last day. It is 
hoped that a local MP will 
meet the children and take 
them on the tour.’

HIGHLAND Council leader Michael 
Foxley has expressed his sadness that 
a school attended by members of his 
family is being recommended for 
closure.

The councillor gave his personal view 
as the council begins a consultation on 
provisionally closing Glenborrodale 
Primary in Ardnamurchan and 
Achaphubuil school on Locheilside.

Dr Foxley said 40 years ago 
Achaphubuil was a two-teacher school 
serving Stronchreggan, Treslaig, 
Camusnagaul, Blaich, Duisky and 
Garvan.

The school roll dwindled over the 
years as children went instead to 
Ardgour, Banavie, Lochyside and the 
Fort William Gaelic Unit. Three years 
ago the roll had dwindled to two and 
the children transferred to Banavie and 
Ardgour.

Achapubuil opened in the mid 1960s 
as a replacement for the previous school 
in Duisky and, prior to that, Treslaig.

Dr Foxley’s mother went to Treslaig 

of their children attended Achaphubuil. 
He said: ‘There is always a loss 
when a rural community loses its 
primary school and these closures 
follow previous closures in Arisaig, 

‘As a new Highland regional 
councillor, I was part of a campaign to 
re-open Glenborrodale Primary School 
in 1986 led by Karen MacGregor and 
Jill Calver of that community.

‘We successfully prevented the school 
from being closed in 1990 when it had 
a school roll of around 15. The school 
roll subsequently declined and nine 

opted to transfer to Acharacle Primary 
School.

‘As this school is the only public 
building in Glenborrodale, I have 
spent years trying to persuade the local 
community to own and manage this 
resource as a village hall.

‘This has been unsuccessful and the 
building will be used for local housing 
needs, which was the preferred 
alternative.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
A NEW youth community action 
group is up and running in the West 
Highlands.

Lochaber Youth Forum (LYF) 
aims to make Lochaber a better 
place to grow up and be young in, 
with health and tackling crime and 
anti-social behaviour top of the 
agenda.

Transport, road safety and youth 

highly in the group’s action plan.
Young representatives from 

across Lochaber have already 

a strategy designed to make the 

powers that be sit up and take note.
At its inaugural meeting in Fusion 
Youth Space in the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William, the 16-strong group 

projects as a priority in the coming 
year. 

These were:
Questionnaires to be sent 

out to each young person in all 
schools across Lochaber to gauge 
interest in and potential attendance 
at youth clubs and Fusion 

A young person’s liaison 

Northern Constabulary and young 
people in areas of Lochaber

 a public awareness 
campaign to address young 
people’s concerns on the legality 
and safety of using the plant food 
drug mephadrone, also know as m-
kat, miaow or bubble 

Suitable buses from rural 
areas to and from Fort William so 
young people can attend Fusion at 
weekends

A zebra crossing installed 
between Lochaber High School 
and Farmfoods to ensure pupil 
safety

More open Fusion nights 
at Lochaber Leisure Centre to 
allow young people from Mallaig, 

Ardnamurchan and Kinlochleven 
to attend. 

Local Highland councillors have 
given LYF £400 to develop its 
work and councillors Eddie Hunter 
and Brian Murphy attended the 
inaugural meeting. Councillor 
Murphy declared himself ‘very 
impressed’ with what he heard. He 
said: ‘So often the older generation 
are critical of young adults without 
really trying to understand them. 
Many of us tend to forget what it 
was like to be young and have your 
concerns ignored.’

Forum co-ordinator and youth 
service worker Rachel Carmichael 

said: ‘I felt very proud listening 
to the maturity and diplomacy of 
the discussions. This is an exciting 
new project to get my teeth into, 
I am looking forward to seeing 
the results and outcomes that the 
young people will achieve.’

Greater Fort William Graeme 
Livingstone vowed to continue 
working alongside local youngsters 
to deliver ‘positive results for the 
people of Lochaber’.

He said: ‘It was an impressive 
start for this new group. They 
certainly hit the ground running.’ 

LYF meets again on April 14.

BALLACHULISH Primary School P5, 6 
and 7 pupils recently got up close to their 
local salmon farm on Loch Leven.

the school from Marine Harvest managers 
Ronnie Hawkins and Davie Corrigan, where 
the life cycle and all the various aspects of 
salmon farming were explained.

The pupils, on a wet and windy day, met 
Mr Hawkins and farm assistant manager 
Donald MacDonald to hear about the day to 
day running of the farm.

The children then helped to check water 

monitored using underwater cameras. Data 
collected by the pupils was entered into the 
farm control systems.

Marine Harvest staff praised the children 
for their enthusiasm shown during the visit 
to their school and the trip to the farm.

Head teacher Sam Clark said: ‘We all 

the pupils were able to recall all the details 
about their visit. 

‘Marine Harvest has certainly made a good 
impression with them.’

Ballachulish pupils enjoy their outing to Marine Harvest’s salmon farm on Loch 
Leven.

Rachel Carmichael: ‘very 
proud’.

Schools’ winning 
art work goes on                
show at gallery

New youth forum set for actionGlencoe pupils 
head to London

Duror Primary School’s ancient Egyptians.   

Ancient Egypt 
comes top of the 
class at Duror

School closure plan 
rekindles memories

Leader’s family link with Achaphubuil revealed Cinema
campaign
stops off
at Fort

As this school is the 
only public building in 
Glenborrodale, I have spent 
years trying to persuade the 
local community to own and 
manage this resource as a 
village hall.

Oban
High
School
news

Remote operational vehicles win 
THE Scottish Championships for school-designed 
remote operational vehicles was held in Aberdeen 
last Friday.  

Mr Ian Morrison and a group of S4 pupils from 
Oban High School developed a mini submarine 
(ROV) that was based on an actual vehicle used by 
scientists in Hawaii.

During the championships, each ROV had to 
perform certain tasks which are based on actual 
tasks faced by scientists in a real time environment.  
Oban High Group performed tasks such as bringing 
samples of AGAR to the top of the pool and taking 
temperatures in certain areas. 

In an outstanding achievement, Oban High School 
won the best newcomer prize along with £125 to 
add to next year’s build-budget.  

Congratulations to Jamie Chapman, Alistair Tay-
lor, Michael Leplar, Callum Davies, Alex Dunnings, 
Lewis Bigham, Angus Sinclair, Richard Thomson, 
Josh Maguire, Thomas Dalgaty, Roheel Arshad and 
Sam Nichols.

Dance Festival
ARGYLL and Bute Dance Festival was held with 
great success.

Entertaining; the seniors came 2nd and S3’s won an 
award for Best Presentation

Rugby
OBAN High S1/S2 rugby team won three out of 
four games in a rugby weekend.  Special mention 
must go to Craig Carey who won a medal for his 
quality of play.  Well done to all those involved.

A FLAGSHIP meeting 
held in Atlantis Leisure 
Centre, Oban has proved 
that social enterprises 
are in the fast lane.
Successful operation 
A conference to discuss 

the future of social 
enterprise swimming 
pools in Scotland 
attracted more than 60 
delegates.

James Hilder, 
chairman of Argyll and 
Bute Social Enterprise 
Network (ASBEN) said: 
‘I am delighted that we 
attracted this national 

conference to Oban, and 
it was great to see our own 
local social enterprise, 
Atlantis Leisure, leading 
the way.

‘Delegates were 
impressed by its excellent 
facilities and customer 
focussed management 
outlook.

‘It is a successful 
operation run by the 
community for the 
community, and we 
are very grateful to 
the Atlantis team for 
allowing us to use them 
as a case study.’ 

National swimming 
pool meeting at Oban

Primary 6/7 pupils at Lochyside RC Primary School held a Mad Hatter’s 
Tea Party as their Fair Trade enterprise project before the Easter 
holidays. All proceeds went to the Royal Sick Children’s Hospital in 
Edinburgh.

EIGHT lorries, each 
carrying large section 
of the new Soroba 
footbridge, slowly 
trundled through Oban 
town centre last Friday 
afternoon.

Railway crossing
Work on the new 

footbridge, which 
crosses the railway line, 

began on Sunday and is 
expected to be open for 
public use at the end of 
this week.

Diversion
Alistair MacGregor, 

chief executive of Argyll 
Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), 
which commissioned 
the work, said: ‘I would 

like to thank our partner 
agencies, namely the 
police, Corillian, Argyll 
and Bute Council and 
Network Rail, for 
assisting us in ensuring 
the safety of the public 
by highlighting the 
dangers of using the 
railway as a shortcut 
during the diversion.’

Work is underway on the new Soroba footbridge and is due to be 
finished tomorrow (Friday). 07_t14bridge02

New railway crossing 
bridge goes in at Soroba
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Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers around £80,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01586 552317

13 Lochend Street, Campbeltown 

substantial building.
• 2 Double bedrooms 

(one with dressing room)
• Hall 
• Large Living Room 
• Kitchen/Dining Room

• Bathroom
• Gas central heating
• Secondary double glazing
• Garden ground and 

off street parking

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

Visit our web site at www.cdmactaggart.co.uk

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers over £78,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01586 552317

36 Burnside Cottages, Stewarton, Campbeltown
Semi detached two bedroom property 
in walk-in condition.
• 2 Bedrooms
• Hallway 
• Living room/Dining area
• Kitchen 

• Bathroom
• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating
• Garden to front and rear

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

Visit our web site at www.cdmactaggart.co.uk

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8LZ

Tel: 01546 603118  Tel: 07793 810749
Tel: 07799 504790   Fax: 01546 603733

For more information or to arrange a viewing 
please call 01546 603118. 

Or visit us at  www.argyll4sale.net 

Offers Over 
£180,000

• Lounge 
• Kitchen 
• Dining Room/3rd Bedroom 
• Bathroom
• 2 Double Bedrooms 

• Georgian style double-glazing  
• Electric storage heating  
• Half an acre of ground with 
 off-road parking 
• Large wooden garage

Armarlen, By Inveraray, Argyll
Traditional detached stone cottage with stunning elevated views.

North Kelvinside, Glasgow
Raeberry Street

West Coast property service

Offers over £105,000
Telephone 0141 334 9493

popular residential development. 
• Security entrance 
• Communal entrance hall 
• Reception hall with storage off 
• Lounge with space for dining

• Two excellent sized double bedrooms 
• Bathroom with shower 
• Electric heating 
• Communal landscaped gardens 
• Residential parking

WEN100135

Southend Road
Campbeltown

West Coast property service

Fixed Price £199,000
For more information/viewing contact 

07872564238 Or 01586 550428

LARGE FULLY CONVERTED 
FARM COTTAGE

• 31/2 Miles from Campbeltown  
with private road

• Panoramic views
• Entrance hall, Lounge, 

Kitchen, Dining area
• 2 Bedrooms, Bathroom
• Full double glazing, Oil central 

• Loft area suitable for conversion
• Approx 0.5 Acre of ground, with 

large outbuilding
• Walled vegetable garden & patio
• Well worth viewing

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

ARGYLL OTTER FERRY
2 and 3 bed bungalows available 

on long let
Spacious sitting/dining areas with beautiful views 

overlooking Loch Fyne.
Wood burning stoves. Tighnabruaich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24miles. Refs. Ess.. £370pcm and £450 pcm

01700 821 220

FLAT TO LET 
Taynuilt

1 bedroom, 1st floor.
Beautiful location,
plenty of additional 
storage available

Sorry no smokers or 
DSS

Tel 0779 602 4419

Centrally located
Ground Floor 

Flat To Let
Single bedroom 

 £400 pcm + bills & deposit.

 No D.S.S. 
non- smokers.
 Ref. required.

Tel: 01631 570502 or 
07788943951

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers around £75,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01586 552317

6 Bellmhor Court, Beith Place, Campbeltown

• Open plan lounge/dining 
area/kitchen

• Two double bedrooms
• Bathroom

• Private parking 
• Well maintained 

common garden

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

Visit our web site at www.cdmactaggart.co.uk

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

HOUSE TO LET
On outskirts of

KINLOCHLEVEN,
with views,

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
unfurnished, fully 

carpeted, white goods in 
kitchen, back and front 

garden. £625pcm. 

Further details: 
Telephone 01855 831900 

after 6pm or 
07909 963667.

TO LET

ADVERTISE YOUR PROPERTY
FOR THREE WEEKS

IN OUR NEW PROPERTY 
PAGE STARTING FROM

ONLY £205.

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

All adverts include 
free web listing 

until sold
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

The Greens
Soroba Road, Oban
Semi detached 3 bedroom property in a 
central location, close to shops. 
Excellent local bus service.

OPTION 2

West Coast property service

• 3 bedrooms (1 en-suite)
• Entrance hall, Lounge, Kitchen 
 with Dining area, Bathroom 

• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating 
• Off street parking
•  Garden and front and rear

Offers Over £140,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01631 568000

EXA
M

EXAroper
AM

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £265

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

West Coast property service
For more information or to arrange a viewing call 01631 568000

Offers Over £140,000

• 3 bedrooms (1 en-suite)
• Entrance hall, Lounge, Kitchen 
 with Dining area, Bathroom 

• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating 
• Off street parking
•  Garden and front and rear

OPTION 1
The Greens
Soroba Road, Oban
Semi detached 3 bedroom property in a central location, close 
to shops. Excellent local bus service.

EXA
MPL

EEE

EXAope
e a viewing call 0e a viewing call 0

140,000140,000
nd reard re

3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £325

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

The Greens
Soroba Road, Oban

West Coast property service

Offers Over £140,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01631 568000

Semi detached 3 bedroom property in 
a central location, close to shops.
• 3 bedrooms (1 en-suite)
• Entrance hall, Lounge,
 Kitchen with Dining area,
 Bathroom 

• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating 
• Off street parking
•  Garden and front and rear

OPTION 3

EXA
MPL

E

EXAroper

er £140,000er £140,000
formation or to arormation or to 

viewing call 01631viewing call 01631

ont and reart and rea

3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £205

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

TO LET
2 Semi –detached cottages

Fully furnished
All electric.

1 bed and 2 bed, private parking, small garden.
Lochgilphead 6 miles

01546 605367



West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers over £85,000

No. 11 Polfearn, Taynuilt, Argyll

Accommodation:
• Hall
• Open plan Lounge/kitchen

area

• 1 bedroom with en suite 
shower room

• Designated parking
• Shared amenity ground

Kilkenneth  Cottages,  
Kilkenneth,  Isle  Of  Tiree,  
PA77 6XF
Situated only a few minutes walk from 
the outstanding sandy beach and bay of 
Traigh Thodhrasdail on the west coast 
of Tiree.  Both these properties are fully 
furnished.

Fixed Price £200,000

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

8 Kilkenneth
A renovated black 
house property with 
large garage, 
3 bedrooms

• Porch
• Living Room
• Fitted Kitchen
• Curved staircase
• Bathroom

Fixed Price of £186,000  Rent - £550 pcm

18 The Glebe, Kilmelford, Argyll, PA34 4XF

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

•         Utility Room
•         Kitchen
•         Hall
•         4 Bedrooms
•         Wc
•         Sitting Room
•         Bathroom

•         Fully Double Glazed
•         Oil Fired Central Heating with
 Solid Fuel Fire in Sitting Room
•         Driveway
•         Garden to front and rear
•         Wooden Shed
•         Whirly Drier

WANTED

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Fixed Price £175,000

• 3 bedrooms
• Entrance hall, kitchen, 
 lounge/dining area, 

• Bathroom
• Fully double glazed

• Electric storage heating 
• Designated parking area 
• Garden to front and rear 
• Patio area 
• Superb panoramic views.

37 Morvern Hill, Oban
Semi detached 3 bedroom property in popular location close 
to primary school campus.   Excellent bus service.

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Fixed Price £120,000

32 Dalavich, by Taynuilt PA35 1HN

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers over £125,000 – viewing recommended. 

No. 8 Dalavich, By Taynuilt, Argyll

Accommodation:

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbslaw.co.uk       Tel: 01586 553737 

Offers Over 
£320,000

Trem-y-Mor, Polliwilline, Southend

approx ¾ acre.  Wonderful views to Sanda Island and beyond.

 Accommodation:

 • Sun Lounge, Family Sitting Room • Kitchen Diner, Utility Room
 • Master Bedroom Suite • 3 Further Double Bedrooms

West Coast property service
email: strathnaveroban@aol.com

Offers Over 
£675,000

Strathnaver Guest House
Dunollie Road, Oban, PA34 5JQ
Exceptional guest house in enviable trading location on main 

walk to town centre

Views over Oban Bay and the 
Island of Kerrera. Well established 
STB 3 star, thriving business, set 
in its own grounds with extensive 
private parking. 

11 letting bedrooms. Spacious and 
modern owners accommodation. 
Outline planning for self 
catering unit. Viewing highly 
recommended.

WANTED
Seeking one 

Furnished or 
unfurnished

Tel: 07871329690 LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Over £125,000

6 Barn Park, Inveraray 
A well presented terraced property, ideal for a 
family, located at the top of the town with an 
open outlook towards the Bell Tower.

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Around £97,500

15 Dewar Avenue, Lochgilphead

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Over £80,000

2 Union Place, Lochgilphead

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Over £345,000

Adaern Cottage, Crinan Harbour

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

For more information please telephone 01397 702433
Offers over £105,000

3 Treig Road, Inverlochy, Fort William

residential property in pleasant surroundings close 
to local amenities.

Large reception room, kitchen, two bedrooms, 
bath room and gardens to front and rear.

33 High Street  Fort William  PH33 6DJ

Offices also at: Inverness  Perth  Eastern England  London

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

22 PROPERTY
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ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the region of £86,500

Ground Floor Flat, Balmoral Villa, 
Ardconnel Terrace, Oban
An impressive stone built semi-detached property which has been 
converted into apartments.  Boasts superb southerly outlooks.

location
•  Fully double glazed, Gas central 

heating

•  Lounge, Kitchen, Bathroom, Double 
Bedroom

•  Box Room, Excellent storage space
•  Front garden, Large rear garden, 

Garden Shed

West Coast property service

Access to the foreshore 
and two drying moorings.
www.obanhomes.co.uk 

Cottage by the Beach
A two bedroom bothy in a 
stunning, idyllic and isolated rural 
location, 12 miles from Oban.

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Commercial
Glenshellach House
7e Glengallan Road, Oban
High quality modern 

bellingram.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

Offers in the region of £520,000

Accommodation:
Vestibule, reception hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, utility area,
5 bedrooms (3 ensuite), 
study/bedroom 6, 
washroom, shower room. 

Predominantly double glazed.
Mains gas central heating.
Off street parking.  
Large, easily maintained gardens.

Rudha na Cloiche, Esplanade
Substantial detached Victorian villa situated in a prime location on the seafront of Oban.  
Stunning waterfront site with panoramic views over Oban Bay and the Islands.

Architects and Building Surveyors. In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

bellingram.co.uk

Adavale
Near Scarinish, Isle of Tiree

West Coast property service

Offers over £180,000
For more info see www.adavalehouse.co.uk

To arrange a viewing call 07769213943

A traditional 3-bedroom spotty house 
within walking distance of local shops.

• 2 reception rooms
• Electric central heating 
and double glazing

• 2 double bedrooms, 
1 single bedroom

• Garden front and back
• Kitchen, utility, hall, 
bathroom

• Parking space

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

For further 
information or to 

arrange a viewing, 
please call 

01631 563158

• Lounge, Kitchen, Shower Room
• 2 Bedrooms, Detached Garage
• Front & rear gardens

• Neutral decor throughout
• Viewing recommended 

Mo Dhachaidh, Ceum Dun Righ, Benderloch
Well maintained detached bungalow in quiet residential area 
some eight miles from Oban.

Offers in the region 
of £165,000

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Offers Over £110,000

29 Dalavich, By Taynuilt  
Rural Semi-Detached Cottage suitable as 
starter home or quiet holiday retreat.
• Semi Detached Cottage
• Rural Village Location 
• Lounge
• Kitchen/Dining Room
• 2 Bedrooms
• Study/3rd Bedroom
• Bathroom

• Partial Solid Fuel Heating
• Double Glazing
• Garden 
• Garden Shed
• Coal Shed 
• Off-Street Parking

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Offers Over £240,000

Dalriada Cottage, Bridge of Awe, By Taynuilt  
Rural Detached Bungalow set in large 
garden grounds with separate workshop 
making an ideal family home.
• Detached Bungalow
• Rural Location
• Lounge
• Kitchen/Diner
• 3 Bedrooms
• Bathroom

• Ducted Air Central Heating
• Double Glazing
• Garden 
• Large Workshop
• Potential Building Plot 

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Price Guide £110,000

16 Kenmore Cottages, Bonawe  
Attractive semi-detached dwellinghouse in 
excellent order throughout with partial views 
of Loch Etive and Ben Cruachan.
• Semi-Detached Dwellinghouse
• Village Location 
• Lounge
• Kitchen
• 2 Bedrooms
• Bathroom

• Multi-Fuel Heating
• Double Glazing
• Garden 
• Garden Shed
• Greenhouse

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Offers In the Region of £265,000

Semi-Detached Victorian Townhouse with views over 
looking Oban Bay towards Mull.

• Semi-Detached Victorian Townhouse
• Well Presented
• Lounge
• Kitchen/Dining Room
• 4 Bedrooms
• Study/5th Bedroom
• Bathroom

• Shower Room
• Utility
• Double Glazing
• Gas Central Heating
• Garden
• Garden Shed

MacPhee
& Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

PLOT AT ACHA, 
CUAN, BALVICAR.
Building plot enjoying 
countryside views set in 
idyllic rural location. 

Price Guide £65,000

• Outline Planning Permission 
• Approximately 1/3 of an Acre 
• Rural Location
• Views to Surrounding Countryside
• Serviced Site

MacPhee
& Partners

Airds House, An Aird, Fort 
William, PH33 6BL
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01397 702200 
Fax: 01397 701777 
property@macphee.co.uk

Offers Over 
£495,000

• Exceptional Lochside Villa
• Spectacular Views 
• In Immaculate Order 
• Lounge
• Dining Room
• Kitchen
• Utility/Drying Room

• 4 En-suite Bedrooms
• Study/5th Bedroom
• Bathroom
• Double Glazing

• Integral Garage
• Large Garden

Burnside, Bunree, Onich, by Fort William
Enjoying an idyllic lochside position with spectacular views over Loch Linnhe, 
Burnside is a contemporary and exceptionally well presented detached villa. 

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Chlachain Inn, Mallaig
To Let / May Sell

annum.

Commercial
bellingram.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

Price Guide £445,000

• Open-plan Lounge, Kitchen And  
 Dining Room
•  4 Bedrooms (1 En-suite)
•  Two Bathrooms
•  Utility Room
•  Study

•  Double Glazing

•  Garden 
•  Garden Shed

•  60x40ft Agricultural Shed

5 Kilvaree, Connel

panoramic views to the surrounding countryside.

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Fixed Price £175,000

Taigh Solas, Isle of Coll 
Attractive Detached Bungalow 
situated on an idyllic island location.
•  Stunning Views to   
 Surrounding Islands
•  In Very Good Order
•  Lounge
•  Kitchen
•  Dining Room
•  3 Bedrooms 

•  Bathroom
•  Storage Heating
•  Double Glazing
•  Large Garden
Self Contained Chalet:-
•  Open-Plan Lounge & Kitchen
•  Shower Room

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Fixed Price £139,000

Barcaldine, Soroba Mews, Oban
Well Presented Semi-Detached 
Bungalow close to Oban town centre.
• Semi-Detached Bungalow
• Lounge/Dining Room
• Kitchen
• 2 Double Bedrooms
• Bathroom
• Electric Storage Heating

• Double Glazing
• Garden    
• Garden Shed
• Off Street Parking
• Close to town centre
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440

SUZUKI JIMNY 
54 REG

£3200 o.n.o.

SOFT TOP MODEL WITH EXTRAS
42,000 MILES TAXED & MOT

ALL NEW TYRES EXCELLENT CONDITION

Tel: 01631 563711 or 07884074973

£8,000 o.n.o.

A nice van
Telephone: 

01852 314302

1994 FIAT 
AUTOTRAIL

5 BERTH 
MOTORHOME

£3000 o.n.o.

Electric start/ tilt.
Never used.

Telephone: 
01852
314302

40HP
MECURY

4 STROKE 
OUTBOARD

£750

R reg, 
MOT Nov 2010, 
tax April 2010.

Telephone: 
01852 500342

SUBARU
FORESTER 4 X 4 NISSAN 350Z

£9750 o.n.o.

Absolutely stunning car in very good condition and perfect working order, gun-metal grey metallic with 
grey leather interior, 18” alloys, CD player, brembo brakes, stainless nismo exhaust, aircon etc. Only 
31,000 miles from new Oct 03, never thrashed and well looked after. 276bhp but 30mpg (almost). 

Taxed and tested, professionally wax-oyled.

01546 605344 evenings and weekends

18’ YACHT AND 
TRAILER

£1600

Complete with sails and masts.
Tel: 01967 421227/

07787 838517

Offers over £1,200

Five years old and 
in good condition. 

Currently in Benderloch. 
Buyer collects.

Contact 07595895233

SIX-BERTH 
STATIC 

CARAVAN 
FOR SALE

HONDA ACCORD 2.0I 
VTEC

£5500 o.n.o.

03 Registration , Mileage - 44500 miles, Ruby Red with Black 
Leather interior, Full Service History, 1 Registered Keeper

3 month MOT.

Tel: 01631 563808 (after 8pm)

VW TRANSPORTER 
800 SPECIAL

£3995

S.W.B. 2001, Ply Lined, Genuine 72,000 miles,
 Tax-April,  Mot-Nov Glazed Tailgate, 2 seats.  Fully serviced and 

maintained, light use only.  Basic model but totally reliable.

Tel: 01631 710450

£1500 + VAT.

Reg. 2001, MOT’d 
till end of December, 

130,000 miles, 
good runner.

Telephone: 
07774106038

MERCEDES 211 CDI 
SPRINTER VAN

AUDI TT QUATTRO
CONVERTIBLE (225BHP)

£6495 or near offer

Reg: June 2001, Metallic green, Only 37,000 miles from new
Taxed & mot end of Oct 2010, Grey leather interior, 

Bose 6 cd Sound system.

Tel: 07553371430 or 01631 730250

£1600

X reg, 5 door, petrol, 
new starter motor & Battery, 

timing belt, exhaust,
82,000 miles,

good condition.

Telephone: 
01838 200430

PEUGEOT
206 LX

£500 o.n.o.

Diesel R reg, 
61,000 miles, 
Ifor Williams 

canopy.

Telephone: 
01631
760218

VW
CADDY 

PICK-UP
SCRAP
CARS

WANTED
MOT failures, 

cash paid. 

Telephone 

07930346252 or 

01389 721278, 

07949584077

2006 RENAULT MASTER 
120 PICK-UP

Silver, 
MOT’d & taxed. 93000 mls.

v.g.c.

Tel: 01343 842114 or 07702 985180

£700 o.n.o.

‘X’ reg (2000)
MOT until Dec 2010
Tax until June 2010

Tow bar and roof rack
Good work horse - runs well.

Telephone: 
01852 200257

TRANSIT 120 
SWB 2500CC

PEUGEOT
407 SW

£5,400 o.n.o.

05 reg, diesel estate, MOT Aug, 
tax end July, excellent condition, 

good on fuel 47mpg, 48000 miles.

Tel: 01583 431311

£2650 o.n.o.

7 seater MPV, 04 reg, 2 litre 
turbo diesel, Long tax and 

Mot, 4 good tyres, Full electric 
pack, Radio Cassette, Good 

on fuel, Good condition, 
Good family car.

Telephone: 
07861 465261

VAUXHALL 
ZAFIRA

ISUZU TROOPER 
3.1 TD

£850 o.n.o.

1995, 112,000miles
MOT October 2010 

Taxed end October 2010 

Tel: 07776 491299

Taxed and 
MOT’d

Call for details

BMW
318IS

Telephone: 
07824 754307

YAMAHA 
TRX 850

£1200 o.n.o.

Sports Twin. 1997 “R”
Taxed & M.O.T. Superb original condition. 

Standard bike except for rear Hugger & Scot- oiler.

Tel: 01880 770264 (after 6pm)

2008 ACE JUBILEE 
ABBASSADOR 2 BERTH

£10,000 o.n.o.

No smokers and no dogs, blown air heating, microwave, 
stereo system, full shower cabinet, cassette toilet, load of extras, 

new condition, motor mover fitted ready to go.

Telephone Crieff: 01764 650 308

BESSACARR 
E425

£19,000 o.n.o.

Oct 03, one owner, 20,500 miles, 2L diesel, 
bike rack, roof rack, security, awning, TV aerial, 

heater and many more features.

Tel: 01631 562734

£1,700 o.v.n.o.

4/5 berth (possible fixed bed), 
3 way fridge, Carver heater, 
(blown air), cassette toilet, 

shower, full awning.

Telephone: 
01397 704361 or 

07812 676025

BAILEY SCORPIO 
AVERGENE

£4950 o.n.o.

1.4 petrol
gunmetal grey
37,000 miles
mot nov 2010

full service 
history

vgc

Telephone: 
07920 198 459

2006 RENAULT 
CLIO 4 DOOR

MAZDA BONGO CONVERTED 
CAMPERVAN

£4850

N reg, Sleeps 4 plus awning, Diesel, Automatic, Electric Hookup, 
Mileage 98,000 KM (61,500 miles), MOT March 2011, 

Taxed November 2010

Tel: 01546 603970 to view

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 
GLS AUTO

£1800 o.n.o.

2000 (W reg), Saloon, Silver, 70,000 miles, Alloys, Air Con, Sunroof, 
ABS, Spots, Radio Cassette / CD, Electric windows etc. Very econom-
ical and reliable, Taxed, Mot’d, Service History, Excellent Condition. 

Tel: 01546 870336

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2004 Ford Focus 1.6, 40319 miles, blue ............................................£4175
2005 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Life, 61666 miles, green ............................£3275

 ............
 .....................................£2600

 ..........................£1975
2002 Nissan Almera, 1.5, 56796 miles, blue ......................................£1700

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26
07 MITSUBISHI  L200 Warrior, double cab pick up, full spec, met grey £11,250
07 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab pick-up 4wd,  cd, met silver, 18k £8,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life, double cab pick up, e/pack, cd, load liner, met silver, 20k  £8,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Club Cab pick-up 4wd, cd, black, 40k £8,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Club cab pick up 4wd, load liner, cd, white, 40k  £8,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warior double cab, met grey, leather, canopy, 27k £11,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick up, full spec, e/pack, alloys, silver £9,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick up, canopy, leather,  full spec  £8,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick up, leather, full spec, black, 50k  £8,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick up, met grey, 50k  £7,950
53 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab  pick up, canopy, towbar, Bf Goodrich Tyres, cd changer, black £5,450
03 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life, double cab pick up, full spec, new Goodrich tyres, cd, black  £4,750

Transit 350 crew cab tipper, alloy body, towbar, dark blue  £6,950
   £5,950

Transit 280 swb, panel van, 100 hp, cd player, dark blue  £5,250
Transit 350 crew cab tipper, 115hp, alloy body, small hiab, towbar, white 50k choice  £6,250

06 Mercedes Sprinter 311cdi,  mwb crew van, 5 seater, storage area, white  £6,950

602 Skid Steer, Q hitch bucket, 400 hours, very clean £7,950

350 hrs  £8950
17.5%



Thursday 1 April, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 25FARMING

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Keil Engine Services

This machine is designed similar to a Honda and has a high 
spec. including liquid cooled engine, hi+lo ratio, reverse gear, 

front diff lock, switchable 2-4 wheel drive + road legal.

Tel/Fax  01631 720380 ask for Lachie or Liam
info@keilengines.fsnet.co.uk

All makes Supplied + Serviced + Repaired
Tyres, Brakes, Batteries, Bearings always in stock

NEW IN 
STOCK

Kymco 500 4x4 
only £5400+vat

With 2 year 
manufacturers

warranty

FOR SALE
KUHN 600
Fertiliser

Spreader
In good 

working order
Telephone: 

07788537466

STIRLING United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg-Knockderry £480, Kin-
purney 199p; 
251-300kgs – Candy £620, 221.4p; 
301-350kgs – Dyke £730, Kilmichael 
212.7p;
351-400kgs – Greensburn £800, 
Chapel 206.6p; 
401-450kgs – Little Galla £845, 
198.4p;
451-500kgs – Priorletham £890, 
Townhead 183.1p; 
501-550kgs – Craigend £990, 183.2p; 
551-600kgs – Craigend £1000, 
177.3p;
601-650kgs – Greenlands £920, 
150.3p.
Heifers:                                                                               
Up to 250kg  Kilmichael £515, 
208.5p;
251-300kg- Kilmichael £590, 205.2p; 
301-350kgs –  Kilmichael £690, 

210.4p;
351-400kgs – Brisbane Glen £775, 
Kirvennie 194.6p; 
401-450kgs – East Banknock £790, 
184.6p;
451-500kgs – Blackburn £855, Bris-
bane Glen 185p; 
501-550kgs – Titwood £860, 171p; 
551-600kgs – Over Kellie £990, 
168.4p;
601-650kgs – Over Kellie £1000, 
159.2p.
Bulls: The Grange (Lim) £1085, 
Skipperton 134.3p;Clunebeg £985, 
103.2p; Hardridge (BSH) £965, 
97.7p.
Sheep: Hoggs: Drumnessie (TexX) 
£76; Sauchrie Mains (Mule) £67; 
Dalleagles (BF) £63; Hillview (Che) 
£61; Lettre (BF) £60.50; Urlar (BF) 
£60.
Annual lets of grass parks
Auchenburn £95; Lochend £71.

UNITED Auctions sold 
1107 store cattle, 73 
cast cows and 1086 store 
sheep at Stirling last 
Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 
180.46p (-8.54p) and 
sold to 221.4p per kg 
for a 315kg British Blue 
cross from Kinpurney 
and £1,000 for a 564kg 
Charolais cross from 
Craigend.

H e i f e r s  a v e r a g e d 
175.69p (-5.88p) and 
sold to 210.4p per kg 

for a 328kg Limousin 
cross from Kilmichael 
and £1,000 for a 628kg 
Blonde D’Aquaitaine 
cross  from Over Kel-
lie.

Cast cows averaged 
99.86p and sold to 149p 
for a Limousin cross 
from Threepwood and 
£1,005 for a Aberdeen 
Angus cross from The 
Ferme.

Forward cattle aver-
aged 138.24p amd sold 
to 144.9p per kg and 

£965 for a Charolais 
cross from Netherton.

Hillview sold grit Che-
viot gimmers to £83 and 
grit Cheviot ewes to 
£86 and £83. Blackface 
ewes from Sherlarich 
and Swale cross ewes 
from Glenmollachan 
sold to £51.

Texel cross hoggs from 
Drumnessie sold to £76, 
with Mules from Sauchie 
mains to £67 and Black-
faces from Dalleagles 
selling to £63.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stir-
ling) Ltd sold 3526 sheep 
comprising 2900 prime 
hoggets, 626 cast ewes and 
tups at Stirling last Tuesday. 

Prime hoggets averaged 
186.7p per kilo (-3.9p on 
the week) selling to 246.1p 
per kilo for a pen of 39kg 
Beltex hoggets from DS 
and RC Taylor, Easter 
Ochtermuthill.

Ewes sold to £154.50 for 
Texels from J McKerrow, 
Riverview House to average 
at £68.66 while rams sold to 
£154.50 for Suffolks from 
R Cunningham, Neriby to 
average £84.39.

Neriby also sold Beltex 
rams to £87.50. Continental 
rams from Balliemartin sold 
to £115.50 while Carrabus 
sold Texel crosses to £88.50. 
Blackface rams from 
Cladville sold to £63.50.

Caledonian Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd also sold 215 prime cattle 
including 24 young bulls, 35 
OTM cattle and 101 cast 
cows and bulls.

Bullocks averaged 158p 
per kg and sold to 188.5 
p per kg for a Limousin 
cross Rathillet Farm, Cupar 
and £1,268 per head from 
Learielaw Farm, Broxburn.

Heifers averaged 174p per 
kg and sold to 202.5 p per kg 
for a 535kg Charolais cross 
from Luckenburn Farm, 
Slamannan and  £1210 per 
for a 645kgs, Blairsgreen 
Farm, Saline.

Hoggets
back 3.9p 
per kilo on 
the week at 
Stirling
Neriby sells Suff olk 

rams to £154.50

Store cattle trade drops back
Texel cross hoggs sell to £76

AN ARGYLL community 
has achieved its remarkable 
goal of raising £130,000 in 
just nine months to buy an 
area of forest. 

Forest Project took control 
of 125 hectares of forest 
on the Cowal peninsula last 
week after reaching their 
fundraising target. 

Donations 
Michaela Hunter, local 

resident and secretary of 

Forest Company, said 
the group passed their 
fundraising target with 
generous donations just 
days before the deadline. 
‘This is great news and 
what an achievement,’ she 
said.  ‘This is testament 

to a lot of hard work 

The land will help 
tackle a shortage of jobs 
and affordable homes 
in the villages around 
Tighnabruaich, Portavadie 

Michaela explained:  ‘We 
recognise that employment 
is very seasonal here and 

that families cannot afford to 
buy a home.  This threatens 
the viability of our local 
school and other community 
services.

‘Acquiring and developing 
our own community 
woodland is a way of 
allowing all of us to thrive 
in this very beautiful but 
isolated part of the world.’

The group’s business plan 
includes training, woodland 
smallholdings and land-
based jobs, including 
supplying wood fuel and 
timber products locally. 
They hope to employ staff to 
help manage the woodland 
and to make the community 

within a few years. 
Half the money was 

contributed by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise’s 
Community Land Unit 
while the rest was raised 
from community donations, 
pledges, fundraising events 
and loans. 

There will be a community 

this landmark on Saturday, 
April 3 at the Kames Hotel. 

A community has taken over an area of Kilfi nan forest to create new land-based jobs and aff ordable homes 

Cowal
community
raise forest 
funding
‘Acquiring and developing our own community 
woodland is a way of allowing all of us to thrive’

MUSSELS grown on the west coast of Scot-

Group, a farmers’ co-operative of west 
coast and Shetland producers, earned the 
enviromnental accreditation after eight 
months of rigorous auditing. 

Stephen Cameron, managing director of 

testimony to the hard work and dedication 
of our member farms in employing best 
practice procedures that ensures there is 
minimal environmental impact during the 
growth cycle of our quality rope grown 
mussels,’ he said. 

‘Our mussel farmers are totally dependent 
upon nature and merely provide a helping 
hand in their production.’

Rather than dredging wild stocks, the 
groups’ farms collect the microscopic larvae 
on ropes. 

The mussels then grow naturally by 
feeding on plankton.

Paolo Bray, director of Friend of the Sea, 
said it had been one of the most complex 
audits the organisation had carried out. 

He added: ‘We believe that the farming 
of rope-grown mussels is one of the most 
sustainable ways of producing an excellent 
source of protein. 

‘The presence of mussel farms can actually 

‘The presence of mussel farms 

can actually be benefi cial to 

the environment.’

THE SCOTTISH Parliament 
has given the go-ahead for 
the Deer Commission for 
Scotland (DCS) and Scottish  
Natural Heritage (SNH) to 
merge.

week, the merger is expected 

the organisations already 
sharing headquarters in the 
same building in Inverness.

Minister for Environment 
Roseanna Cunningham 
said: ‘This Government is 
committed to simplifying the 
public service landscape in 
Scotland.

‘Bringing the
responsibilities of the Deer 
Commission for Scotland 
into Scottish Natural Heritage 
is a sensible move, which 
will combine the strengths of 
both organisations

‘The merger will also 
build on the excellent work 
the Deer Commission has 
carried out to improve the 
sustainable management of 
wild deer in Scotland.

‘The two organisations 
have worked closely 
together to ensure a smooth 
transition, and with both 

having their headquarters on 
the same premises, I believe 
that impacts on staff will 
be limited and that the deer 
sector will continue to receive 
a high quality service.’

Wildlife management 
Chairman of DCS John 

Milne said: ‘The Deer 
Commission for Scotland 
has a reputation for providing 
a good, customer-focused 
service to land managers. 
I can assure managers that 
we will continue to do 
so between now and the 
merger with Scottish Natural 
Heritage on July 1.

‘The Board and staff of DCS 
have been working closely 
with SNH for many months 
to ensure a smooth transition. 
DCS staff will bring a wealth 
of wildlife management 
knowledge and experience of 
working with land managers 
and an understanding of rural 
economies to complement 
the resources and expertise 
within SNH.

Reassurance 
‘I’d like to reassure those 

that we work with every day 
- land managers and others 
managing deer - that we will 

make sure all the normal 
routes for getting information 
to and from our staff will 
remain clear and easy. There 
will not be a fundamental 
shift in our approach to deer 
management: continuity is 
something we have discussed 
with SNH, and we all agree on 
the same basic principles.’

SNH Chief Executive Ian 
Jardine added: ‘We have 
been working well with the 
Deer Commission toward 
a merger this year. I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank the staff of both 
organisations and many of 
our stakeholder groups, who 
have worked hard to prepare 
the way.

‘It has been an interesting 
and useful experience so 

term from the combination of 
skills and experience we will 
have.”

DCS and SNH have been 
working together on the 
transition since the Scottish 
Government announced plans 
to abolish or merge a number 
of public organisations in 
Scotland.

Deer Commission and SNH merge

ABBEY FREESTYLE 2 
BERTH CARAVAN

£5,000

16ft, End bathroom, Immaculate condition. 
Extras include caravan cover, motor mover, 

full awning and half awning etc. 

Tel: 01880 820349

HONDA CIVIC 1.4i
SPORT

£1350

77,000 miles, X reg, Petrol, Manual, Electric sunroof, windows 
and mirrors, New timing belt, New tyres, 

12 months tax, 9 months MOT, Good condition.

Tel: 07767 800794

£2,750 + VAT

12ft BED. SUITABLE 
FOR 5 TO 7 TON 

EXCAVATOR.
Telephone: 

01852 200263

LOW LOADER 
TRAILER

QUICKSILVER 
PILOTHOUSE500

£11,500

60hp Mariner (just serviced), VHF radio, GPS, fish finder etc, 
brand new canopy, road trailer, excellent condition.

Tel: 01631 770652/07787235357

£3,200

MOT March’11, Tax Aug’10
63k miles, Recent service,
Tan hood and tan leather 
upholstery. Last 4 years 

service history only.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 700496 or 

07796101982

MAZDA MX5 1.8 
SPECIAL EDITION 1999

£250

2 Stroke 
Outboard
Engine.

New prop. 
Serviced, incl. 

fuel tank.

Telephone: 
07525858154

JOHNSON
15HP

2002 LANDROVER 
DEFENDER HARD TOP

£5,000 o.n.o.

GOOD CONDITION
CONTACT SCOTT BROWN 01496 810293 

CLASSIC CLINKER 
SAILING DINGHY

£1,250 o.n.o.

Day Boat design, 14’ x 5’ 8”, steel centre 
plate, new cover, all rig for sailing, 

Second hand boat gear for sale.

The Boat Store
Lower Dunollie Road

Oban

Telephone 01631 565005 or 
07766110747

DRIVETIMES

Wheeled
excavator,

ideal self build.

Telephone: 
01586 554480 or 

07788 923890
for further details.

CASE/JCB
TYPE (1984)

MINI COOPER 
CLUBMAN DIESEL

£11,495 o.n.o.

Very good condition; 2 years old (’08); Still under BMW/Mini Warranty; Pepper Pack, includes 
air condition, too many extras to list; TLC Pack (free services); Run-flat tyres; Road Tax only £35 

per year; Up to 80mpg; Full Service History; Bargain price for quick sale.

Tel: 01631 750140

RINKER FESTIVA 
202

£7250 or near offer

20ft powerboat with Mercury 4.3 V6 engine and Alpha One stern leg.
Seats 6-8 with twin berths. Depth sounder/fishfinder, radio, 

two-section hood, anchor, fenders.
Clean inside and out, little used, and in good condition – ready to go.  Lying Minard, Loch Fyne

Tel: 01546 886275
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North Argyll Eventide 
Home Association

Notice is hereby given that the AGM 
of the above association will be held 

at 7.00pm in the home,  
Wednesday 28th April.

Proposed Let of a Croft
David, Richard, Michael 
and Robert Urwin, joint 
owners, Larach Bhan croft, 
Kilchrenan, Argyll are applying 
to the Crofters Commission 
for consent to let the tenancy 
of the croft at Larach Bhan, 
Kilchrenan Appin, Argyll to 
Mrs Ann Urwin, Larach Bhan, 
Kilchrenan, Taynuilt, Argyll.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by the 29th April 2010, 
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

Thursday 15th April 2010 at 7.30pm
Lecture Theatre of Oban Hospital
All interested made most welcome

Oban
Branch
AGM

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  
and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards 
Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  

Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their 
letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 

representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

10/01345/FUL

10/01135/FUL

10/01508/PIP

10/01085/FUL

Development Address

South Side of Alcan Site 
Entrance, North Road, 
Fort William

Roy Bank
Roy Bridge
PH31 4AN

Grounds of Caman View
West Tirindrish
Spean Bridge

Site 40m West of 
Caberfeidh
Onich

Proposal Description

Section 42 Variation of 
condition 1 of permission 
No 06/00521/OUTLO to 
extend the time limit for 
submission of matters 
specified by conditions by 
2 years (to 2nd May 2012) 
and to extend the life of 
the planning permission 
in principle by a further 
year (to 9 May 2013), or 
to the expiration of 1 year 
from the final approval 
of matters specified in 
conditions, whichever is 
the later.

Demolition of wooden 
garage and 6ft x 8ft shed 
and construction of new 
garage (retrospective)

Formation of house site

Demolition of existing 
and erection of proposed 
workshop

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015     Fax: (01397) 707022   
 e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services 67/ 69 Chalmers 
Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 22/04/2010.

•Ref No: 10/00381/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Mundell
Proposal: Change of use and erection of extension to house and school to form one dwellinghouse
Site Address: Kilchoman Schoolhouse Gruinart Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA44 7PS 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bridgend
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST and 
Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at  Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services Lorn House Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 22/04/2010.

•Ref No: 10/00336/PP
Applicant: Mr Hamish Matheson
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Plot 4 Aldersyde Taynuilt Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/00338/PP
Applicant: British Telecom
Proposal: Erection of 10 metre steel pole with a 1.2 metre diameter dish aerial.
Site Address: Telephone Exchange Isle of Lismore Argyll and Bute PA34 5UQ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore

•Ref No: 10/00431/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs D Aspinall
Proposal: Change of use of former Royal Observer Corps bunker to dwellinghouse (Class 9)
Site Address: Former Royal Observer Corps Bunker Ledaig Benderloch PA37 1RW Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and 
Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers 
Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s  website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to the undersigned
within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/00342/PP
Applicant: Anne Wylie
Proposal: Installation of replacement windows.
Site Address: Dunyvaig Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA48 7TY 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.

Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 

The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.

Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered. 

Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215  or e mail – mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on Tel 01688 302689 or e mail  – gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 

Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor McIntosh’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 07788 882200 or by e mail – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 01631 566367 or by e mail – donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

COMMUNITY SERVICES: EDUCATION
CHANGE TO SECONDARY SCHOOL CATCHMENT AREAS
Argyll and Bute Council has agreed to adopt the proposal that secondary-school-aged children from the island of Gigha 
should have the option of attending either Campbeltown Grammar School or Tarbert Academy.  At present these pupils 
have the option of attending Campbeltown Grammar School or Oban High School.

The Council is now seeking views on this proposal from interested parties, including parents of pupils who could be 
expected to attend either school within the next 2 years.

Full details of the proposal can be found in the consultative document which is available at either school or can be 
obtained by telephoning 01369 704000 or on the Council’s website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Comments on the proposal should be made to:-

Carol Walker, Head of Education, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ
Comments must be received by 2nd June 2010.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

10cm x 3 columns
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7cm x 3 columns
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3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £205
All adverts include 

free web listing 
until sold
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Education Scotland 

CHARLES AND BARBARA TYRE 
TRUST SCHEME 1979 
In implementation of the objects of the above Trust, the Governing 
Body may in each financial year award grants of such annual value as 
they think fit to assist applicants of either sex: -
(a) to obtain qualification additional to a degree associateship, 
 diploma or certificate of a University or other institute of further 
 or higher education already obtained.
(b) to train in a trade or profession other than in which they are at 
 present trained.
(c) to undertake a course provided by the Open University for which 
 they have registered or are about to register.
(d) to undertake training in leadership and initiative
(e) to benefit from recreative holidays in cases of physical or mental 
 disability, whether permanent or temporary.
In accordance with the wishes of the donors, the Government Body shall: -
(a) satisfy themselves that the applicant is a Protestant, has completed 
 his/her school education, but is not at the time of award, more 
 than 25 years of age, and is ordinarily resident within the area of 
 the former County of Argyll.
(b) Associate the names of Charles and Barbara Tyre with each award 
 made under the scheme.

Further details and an application form may be obtained online 
at www.charlesandbarbaratyretrust.org.uk or from the Clerk to the 
Governors. Completed applications must be received no later than 31 
May 2010, and applications received after this closing date will not 
normally be considered except in exceptional circumstances. Please 
note application forms will be accepted before results are received. 

Clerk to the Governors, Charles and Barbara Tyre Trust, 
168 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4TP 
Tel: 0141 566 7000 Fax: 0141 566 7001

APPOINTMENT OF 
GRAZINGS COMMITTEE

Case Number: 4.33.5742
CORPACH, BANAVIE, CAMAGHAEL 

AND LOCHYSIDE COMMON GRAZINGS
A meeting of shareholders for the above Common Grazings

will be held for the purpose of electing a new Grazings 
Committee.

Venue: Corpach Hotel, Corpach
Date: Monday, April 19, 2010

Time: 8.00pm
Signed: M. Dennison (Grazings Clerk) Date: March 26, 2010

Proposed Family Transfer by 
Executor of Grazing Share(s)

David MacMillan, Executor 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to transfer the tenancy of 
the grazing share(s) in the 
Achnaskiach, Back of Keppoch, 
Bunacimbe, Glennan ans Moss 
of Keppoch Common Grazing 
pertaining to the croft at Oransay, 
Achnaskiach, to David MacMillan 
of 9 Telford Place, Claggan, Fort 
William. If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form to 
the Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW by 29 April, 
2010, specifying your interest in 
the application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

James G Porter has applied 
to decroft part of the croft at 
1, 2 & 3 Port Ellen, Kildalton 
& Oa extending to 0.76 ha for 
the purpose of providing sites 
for 7 dwellinghouses.  Ref:  
4.86.23131

If you are a crofter, shareholder 
or owner of a croft in the 
township you may submit 
comments on the proposal 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofterscommission.org.uk,, 
by 19 April 2010 quoting the 
above case number.  

A copy of any valid comments 
will be served on the 
applicant.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost 
of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with 
copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of 
order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
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require the following

FULL TIME/
PART TIME/BANK 

CARE ASSISTANTS
Day and night duty
Car transport from 

Oban can be provided
Telephone 01631 720278

Ronnie or Brenda for details

SALES ASSISTANT
Part Time

We have a vacancy for a part time Sales Assistant.
This is a permanent position.
Please Apply or send a CV to:

Alan Cathro, The Iona Shop, 2 Queens Park Place,
OBAN, Argyll, PA34 5RS or Email: job@iona.co.uk

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers
North Argyll Carers’ Centre

North Argyll Carers’ Centre is a value-based charity, which 
supports those who look after a family member or friend on 
an unpaid basis due to illness, disability, frailty or addiction.   
We provide information and advice as well as practical 
and emotional support through our Carers’ Centre. The 
organisation is seeking to recruit the following:

Market Stall Coordinator 
16 hours per week - £11,893.41

This is a new and innovative post which requires a highly 
motivated individual.
You will work with carers’ in North Argyll supporting them 
in the setting up and development of a stall at the local 
Producers’ Market.
For an application pack or more information contact 
the Carers’ Centre on 01631 564422  or Email: ruth@
northargyllcarers.org.uk
North Argyll Carers’ Centre’s commitment to Equal 

CLOSING DATE:  29th May 2010 12 noon
Registered Charity no:SC040902

Couple Counselling Argyll
Seek a

VOLUNTEER COUPLE COUNSELLOR
BASED IN KINTYRE or MID ARGYLL

To train for either Relationship Scotland’s 
Diploma or Certificate

in Relationship Counselling, depending on your existing 
qualifications & experience.

The minimum entry requirement is a 
COSCA Certificate in counselling skills 

module 1-4 or equivalent.
To find out more, contact Carol Collis

 e-mail: info@argyllcouplecounselling.org or 01852 300514
Market Street OBAN PA34 4HR

SCO23995

Temporary BT Phone 
Book Distributors 

Wanted
0800 0182500 

or
jobs@linkdirect.co.uk

Person required to assist in 
fabrication workshop. 

General labouring duties.
Must have forklift certificate and driving 

licence up to 7.5 tonne vehicles 
Telephone Lorn Weld Ltd 

01631565533

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on 
matters relating to the natural heritage. 
The natural environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, 
health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote 
its sustainable management and to encourage people to access and enjoy
it responsibly.

Area Officer Mull, Coll & Tiree
Starting salary £19,338
Oban or Lochgiplhead
(Ref: 071-016)
You will undertake casework officer duties on Scottish Rural Development
Programme – Rural Priority Scheme applications within designated sites.
As key contact with scheme applicants, you will assess statements of intent,
submitted and confirmed formal applications, and provide feedback to the
Regional Priority Area Committee as requested. As the lead on the Nature
Conservation Act review programme for designated sites within the Mull Coll
and Tiree area, you will administer and deliver the reviews in liaison with
SNH colleagues. You will also contribute to the delivery of the Joint Working
Programme on designated sites in unfavourable condition in the area, meeting
relevant customers to discuss and progress positive land management
initiatives arising from SSSI management statements and site condition
monitoring results.
With a minimum of Degree qualification or equivalent in a related subject
such as ecology, geography, landscape, countryside management,
agriculture, planning or species, you will possess knowledge of relevant
national and international legislation, including that covering nature
conservation, access and planning as well as knowledge of local land use
and natural heritage issues, including an understanding of designated sites,
wildlife management, community partnerships, and the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code. As well as having good communication skills, you must have
good computer skills, with experience of using Windows XP package
including MS Word and Excel.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date will be 18th April 2010.

snhjobs.co.uk

Halfway Filling Station
Dunbeg, Oban

Sales Assistant Required
7 night shifs (11pm - 7am)

 plus 5 Day shifts (7am - 3pm) 
over a three week rota

Contact Mr D Campbell 01631 570300 or 
at above address for application pack.

Driver/
Storeperson

Oban Depot - Apply to Mr C McDonald 
Telephone 01631 563 711

Permanent full time position
Full clean driving licence required 

• Good rates of pay

Tele Sales
Full time permanent position

Office experience would be benificial but 
not essential as full training will be given.
Applicants must be able to demonstrate 

good communication skills and telephone 
manner.

Immediate start.
Cameron McDonald,
01631 563711

Regional Manager – Shetland
Scottish Sea Farms Ltd is one of Scotland’s leading international aquacul-
ture companies and represents 24% of the total production of Atlantic farmed 
salmon in Scotland.

We are looking to recruit a high calibre, dedicated Production Manager for 
our operations in Shetland who will join a dynamic management team report-
ing directly to the Managing Director.

Based in Shetland, you will be widely experienced, self-reliant and have at 
least 5 years management in a demanding aquaculture environment.  You 
are individually results focused and at the same time capable of developing 
a winning team culture. 

With responsibility for 10 marine sites and support services, you must be able 
to demonstrate an impressive career to date along with a forward-looking 
innovative approach across all key marine production parameters. You will 
be target driven and will value and be pro-active in all aspects of health and 
safety. A strong motivation to achieve financial, biological and environmental 
excellence and an appreciation of the value of staff development will be a 
pre-requisite of the role.

You will have competence in infrastructure management and be sensitive to 
the needs of local stakeholders.  Scottish Sea Farms Ltd are a major local 
employer and you should be committed to ensuring that the Company plays 
it full role within the local community.

If you have the experience we require, the energy, drive, imagination and 
skill to develop our business please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or 
claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for more information.

In return for your commitment to us we will offer an impressive salary and 
benefits package.

Closing date for applications is Friday 16th April 2010.

Workboat Skipper/Manager Required
Inverlussa Shellfish Ltd is looking for a suitable person 

to operate our workboat in Oban/Loch Linnhe area. Any 
applicants will be expected to

Have a flexible approach. 
Have practical ability.

Good organisational and management attributes.
Capable of planning the vessels work schedule.

Good communicator. 

We will be offering an attractive remuneration. 

For further information, please contact us for details.
Inverlussa Shellfish Co Ltd

By Craignure
Isle of Mull

01680812436
helen.wilson2@btconnect.com

Vacancy

Quality Systems Auditor
Hours: 40 hours per week

Salary:  Dependent on skills and experience
Location: Negotiable 

Mainstream Scotland Limited farm fish across the length of Scotland today to the 
highest standards and is committed to truly sustainable aquaculture.  An exciting 
opportunity has arisen within our company for a ‘Quality Systems Auditor’.  
The position will require the successful applicant to assist the development and 
implementation of our Quality systems to achieve and maintain ISO accredita-
tion, with ability to complete audits and compile reports for the systems in place 
throughout the Organisation. Due to the location of our sites a full driving license 
is requisite to this position.
You must be able to demonstrate the ability to work within a small team.  You 
should be self-motivated, have excellent communication skills and have the ability 
to manage your own workload effectively: with well developed skills in Microsoft 
Office. Candidates should have auditing experience (a formal qualification is es-
sential). Knowledge of quality systems and familiarity with food production or fish 
farming would also be beneficial.
Duties must be carried out in a consistent manner and to a high standard that will 
comply with all Food Hygiene and Health, Safety and Environmental legislation, 
along with current welfare recommendations.
If you feel you have the experience required to contribute to a progressive, results 
orientated company then please send your application to:
Vicci Laird, Human Resources Manager, Mainstream Scotland, Crowness Point, 
Hatston Industrial Estate, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1RG.
Electronic applications welcomed – vicci.laird@mainstreamscotland.com
Closing date for this vacancy is Thursday 8 April 2010.

Cook required for a 
well established 

Oban Nursery
Relevant qualifications required

Mon to Fri 9am - 2pm
Tel: Ann Burke on 07795511369 

and we look forward to welcoming 
you as part of our happy team.

All applicants subject to a 
Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check

CHEF - COOK 
TO JOIN THE 

MELFORT
PIER MERMAID 
RESTAURANT 

TEAM.
£9.00 PER HOUR, 
40 HOUR WEEK, 

ACCOMMODATION 
AVAILABLE

01852 200 333
www.mellowmelfort.com

We are looking for an 

ASSISTANT MANAGER  
Experience preferred.

GENERAL ASSISTANT 
for Housekeeping and Restaurant.
Must be able to work flexible hours.

TRAINEE CHEF
Please contact GREGOR 

on 01631 562087
Or info@manorhouseoban.com

Manor House Hotel
Gallanach Road, OBAN

Senior Nursery Practitioner 
required for a well 

established Oban Nursery
This is an excellent opportunity for a highly motivated 

and experienced childcare professional to develop their 
role in an established and exciting nursery.

We offer a competitive salary and holiday allowance, 
welcome applications from all sectors of the community 
and are an equal opportunity employer.

Tel: Ann Burke on 07795511369 
and we look forward to welcoming 

you as part of our happy team.
All applicants subject to a 

Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check

Euroforest Ltd –the UK’s largest independent 
timber harvesting & marketing organisation. An 
IIP employer working to ISO accredited quality 

assurance standards.

Vacancy: part time admin assistant 
based at the Cairnbaan office, 

Lochgilphead.
Hours: flexible - 10 hours per week, 

over Tuesday to Thursday.

Duties: The upkeep of office admin 
and clerical systems, handling telephone calls.

Skills:  good communicator, familiar with popular computer 
office programmes, able to work on own initiative.

Call Iain for more details on 01546 603338

www.euroforest.co.uk

CLEANER
WANTED

for change over 
of property on 

Saturdays,  Kilberry 
Lodge.  Hours and 
wages negotiable.  

Contact Jim on 
07771 717528 

or Judy on 00353 
872560514

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
 have the following vacancies

HGV Driver 
for Tipper/Concrete Lorry

360° Plant Operator 

Mechanic
for busy workshop

(experience in heavy plant would be an advantage)

Please apply in writing stating previous experience

FAO Donald MacDonald
D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd

Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Due to both new and 
existing contracts we require:

FABRICATOR / WELDERS 
to join our team in Fort William 

Apply in writing with CV to: 
Ron MacLennan, Northern Engineering & Welding Co Ltd, 

Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX
email: ron@newcolimited.co.uk
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NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 
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Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

BESWICK china Yorkshire 
terrier, excellent condition,  
£28. Telephone 01246 
456350.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
DIGITAL BOX digital top 
box and digital top box 
receiver, in good working 
order, Oban, buyer collects,  
£20. Telephone 07747 
492780.
VIDEO RECORDER in good 
working order, Oban, buyer 
collects,  £10. Telephone 
07747 492780.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY BOUNCER very good 
condition,  £7. Telephone 
07766 756699.
BEBECAR 3 IN 1 PRAM 
Carrycot, Seat Unit & 
Easybob Car Seat in Metallic 
& Ebony Fabrics with Vector 
Chassis, plus extras.  Good 
condition,  £100. Telephone 
07787 782138.
BULK BABY EQUIP 
new m/care red stroller, 
new m/care steriliser, new 
lindam door bouncer, beige 
musical bouncy seat, chicco 
babywalker, cost £110,  £40.  
Telephone 01546 602161.
CAR SEAT Maxi Cosi, age 
6 months - 4 years, excellent 
condition,  £45. Telephone 
07834 640989.
CHICCO BOUNCY CHAIR 
relax and play bouncy chair, 
newborn head hugger and 
multi position backrest.  Used 
but in good condition,  £20. 
Telephone 07787 782138.
MOSES BASKET AND 
STAND Cream Claire De 
Lune toys moses basket 
and folding stand, used but 
in good condition,  £25. 
Telephone 07787 782138.
TRAVEL COT Mamas and 
Papas, very good condition,  
£15. Telephone 07766 
756699.

BICYCLES
ADULT MOUNTAIN BIKE 
front and back suspension, 
excellent condition, cost £340 
selling £85,  £0 Telephone 
07932 635849.
BICYCLE vintage classic, 
1930s,  £49.99. Telephone 
01631 564578.
BICYCLE vintage classic 
1950s,  £49.99.  Telephone 
01631 564578.
BICYCLE vintage classic, 
1970s,  £49.99.  Telephone 
01631 564578.
BICYCLE uni-sex mountain 
bike,  £48.  Telephone 07932 
635849.
BICYCLE youths mountain 
,  £38.  Telephone 07932 
635849.

BOOKS
BOOKS book of ancient 
Egypt, full of illustrations, 
photos and discoveries, 
Oban, buyer collects,  £10 
Telephone 07747 492780.

BUILDING / DIY
GLAZED SHOWER 
CUBICLE PANEL 1860mm 
high x 730mm with polished 
alloy surround. Brand 
new,  £15 Telephone 01852 
200256.
HALOGEN WORK LIGHT 
with spare bulbs, hardly 
used,  £10 Telephone 01631 
564578.
INTERIOR DOORS three 
glass panelled, mahogany 
coloured, £15 each ,  £ 
Telephone 01631 565187.
INTERNAL DOOR pine, 
15 panel, frosted glass, with 
handle, 760 x 1908,  £45 
Telephone 01631 564558.
PASTE/DECORATORS 
TABLE formica folding 
table, very good condition,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
720495.
QUARRY TILES 300 
Ruabon Heather Browns, 
unused 150 x 150 (over 8 sq 
yds). Boxed,  £49 Telephone 
01852 200256.
STUART TURNER WATER 
PUMP 240 gph with 1/3hp 
240v motor water supply 
pump (not shower pump)  £20 
Telephone 01852 200256.

 CARAVAN EQUIPMENT
AQUAROLL water carrier 
with handle,  £20 Telephone 
07795 123638.
CAMPING KITCHEN 

packs in carry case,  £30 
Telephone 07795 123638.
CARAVAN AWNING Trio 
Family, Sienna, 875cm, 
little used, suit caravan 4.4m 
approx, burgundy/grey,  £250 
Telephone 01631 566270.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND
ACCESSORIES

NOTTINGHAM LACE 
- 10MTS Ivory 2” wide 
lace with scallop - beautiful 
quality.  Work room clear 
out so bargain prices. North 
Connel.  £9.99 Telephone 
01631 710889.
SILK DUCHESS SATIN 
FABRIC beautiful quality 
ivory silk suitable for bridal 
wear. 140cms wide. Work 

room clear out so bargain 
prices per metre. North 
Connel.  £19.99 Telephone 
01631 710889.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

KEYBOARD black 
computer keyboard for pc, 
Oban, buyer collects,  £5 
Telephone 07747 492780.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

COOKER Baby Belling 
Cooker, two rings, oven 
with grill very good 
condition. £35 Telephone 
01546 602764.
GAS RAEBURN Royale, 
Hunter (green), lovely 
condition.  Offers when seen.  
Telephone 07766 613833.
SLOW COOKER Morphy 
Richards, (never used),  £25 
Telephone 07958 005852.
TUMBLE DRYER 
Creda, two and half years 
old, excellent condition 
(Ardrishaig),  £49.99 
Telephone 07958 005852.

DOMESTIC PETS
PUPS FOR SALE 5 x 
Border Collie/Kelpie dogs 
from good working parents. 
Make good working dogs 
or pets, well handled fully 
wormed ready now. £150 
Telephone 07925 253879.
WANTED SERVICES OF 
LABRADOR, male, black 
with good temperament and 
papers, Telephone 01681 
700287.

 FURNITURE
BEECH AND METAL 
ENTERTAINMENT unit 
(Argos page 692 no.7) In 
good condition, can be 
delivered. £20.Telephone  
01631 571288.
DOUBLE BED pine in 
good condition but no 
mattress,  £30 Telephone 
01631 730256.
DOUBLE BED antique 
pine, as new, one year old,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
564901.
DOUBLE BED 
HEADBOARD metal 
frame, silver finish in good 
condition,  £9.99 Telephone 
07748 666681.
HIGH SLEEPER metal, 
double, suitable for 
teenager’s room,  £45 
Telephone 01631 564558.
IKEA DAY BED metal 
frame, excellent condition, 
cost £300 selling £95,  
Telephone 07932 635849
LARGE BEECH 
ROCKING CHAIR good 
condition,  £35 Telephone 
01631 730256.
NEST OF TABLES 
Regency,  £45. Telephone 
01631 564558.
DINING TABLE, pine, 
drop leaf.  £35 Telephone 
01631 730256.
SINGLE CABIN BED 
Complete with mattress, 
4 storage drawers and 
4 shelves each side. 
Beechwood colour, in very 
good condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 07748 666681.

GARDEN
FLYMO LAWNMOWER 
Flymo Power Compact 330 
lawnmower for sale. It has 
had very little use and is in 
excellent condition. North 
Connel,  £49.99 Telephone 
07764 933840.
STRIMMER - BLACK & 
DECKER cordless strimmer 
in excellent condition due 
to little use. This strimmer 
is lightweight and easy to 
use. North Connel,  £34.99 
Telephone 07764 933840.

GARDEN MACHINERY
PRESSURE WASHER 
Karcher, needs new hose,  
£20 Telephone 07795 
123638.

GREYHOUNDS

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

CALOR GAS HEATER with 
bottle, good condition.  £45.  
Telephone 01631 720495.
FIRE SURROUND Mahogany 
style,  £15. Telephone 07766 
756699.

STORAGE RADIATOR 
Dimplex XT24, electric, 
3400w, vgc, surplus to system, 
collect south side Loch Awe, 
deliver locally,  £49. Telephone 
01866 833255.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
KNITTING MACHINE 
ACCESSORIES (mainly 
Brother), books and cabinet, 
free.  Telephone 01546 
510343.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
MIDI HI FI Philips midi, 
32 track cd, tape, radio and 
remote, Oban, buyer collects,  
£30 Telephone 07747 492780.
DVD PLAYER converted to 
multi-region, with instruction 
manual and remote,  CD & 
MP3 compatible. Excellent 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
01631 740334.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CEILING FANS two brass 
coloured, colonial style,  £15 
Telephone 01631 730256.
CURTAINS one pair purple 
curtains, 48 x 52inch drop, 
Oban, buyer collects,  £5. 
Telephone 07747 492780.
CURTAINS 1 pair of curtains 
rose design, Oban, 36 x 48inch 
drop, buyer collects,  £5 
Telephone 07747492780.
CURTAINS AND 
TABLECLOTH four lined 
curtains 82 drop x  80 width, 
maroon pattern with pleated 
valances. Circular fringe 
tablecloth to match,  £49.99. 
Telephone 01866 822094.
KING SIZE MATTRESS 
less than a year old, air sprung 
king size mattress, perfect 
condition,  £49.99 Telephone 
01546 605376.
MIRROR Regency, bevelled 
edge, very ornate in gold, 
73cm X 83cm,  £49.99. 
Telephone 01631 564558.
OIL PAINTING flowers in 
vase, framed, (T Mathews),  
£35. Telephone 01631 
562318.
PRINT IN FRAME flowers 
in a vase (Albert Williams),  
£15. Telephone 01631 
562318.
SINGLE BED QUILT 13.5 
tog hollow fibre polyester, 
used but in good condition,  
£5. Telephone 07748 
666681.
TWO TIGER PICS in solid 
black wood frames. 28 x 28 
inch and 28 x 40inch., one 
beach scene/one foliage, 
cost £230 to frame both.  
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
602161.

 JEWELLERY AND 
WATCHES

CROWN DERBY solid 
silver floral pin boxed, 
excellent condition,  £36 
Telephone 01246 456350.

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

CANDY WASHER / 
TUMBLE DRYER,  £45. 
Telephone 01631 730256.
KITCHEN UNITS three 
kitchen wall units and a 
selection of kitchen unit 
doors.  Solid light oak and 
in good condition,  £45.  
Telephone 01631 730256.
PINE NEST OF TABLES,  
£20.  Telephone 01631 
730256.

LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BINOCULARS wide angle, 
in case, 12 x 50,  £30.  
Telephone 07932 635849.
CATALINA HOT TUB/SPA 
buyer to remove, offers. 
Telephone 01546 602186.
TRAMPOLINE 10ft, in 
good condition, safety net 
slightly damaged,  £49 
Telephone 01499 500252.

LIVESTOCK
PULLETS brown or black 
or pure breed, ducks, geese, 
feeders, drinkers, hen sheds 
Telephone 01470 572213.

LOST AND FOUND

MARINE UNDER £250
BOAT COVER heavy duty, 
will cover small rib etc up 
to length 10ft,  excellent 
condition, not needed,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.

MISCELLANEOUS
MAGIC AND TRICKS , 
box of magical tricks and 
jokes, cards, illusions and 
lots more, ideal for the 
trickster,  £5. Telephone 
07719 477626.

MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

BT HUB with phone, still in 
box,  £25. Telephone 01631 
563330.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

ELECTRIC PIANO 
SECOND HAND, good 
condition, cost £1,600, 
selling for £250. Telephone 
07932 635849.

strap, case, tuner, picks, £100 
Telephone 07919 337695.

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

BAIT CASTING ROD 
Abu Garcia Ambassader 
T6600CL bait casting reel 
c/w instruction manual, tool 
kit and box, good condition,  
£49.99. Telephone 01631 
565241.
FLY REEL scientific 
angler 78L Fly Reel in line, 
excellent condition,  £35. 
Telephone 01631 565241.
GOLF BAG, Ping, excellent 
condition,  £30. Telephone 
07932 635849.
GOLF BALLS, 50, as new,  
£20. Telephone 07932 
635849.
LANDING NETS Whitlock 
landing nets two sizes also 
Broden landing net, all 
excellent condition and 
under 49.99. Telephone 
01631 565241.
REEL Leeda Magnum 
200D & spare spool (reel & 
spool) with lines, excellent 
condition,  £49.99.  
Telephone 01631 565241.
SPINNING REEL Shimano 
8010 Baitrunner spinning 
reel, excellent condition,  
£45. Telephone 01631 
565241.

PET ACCESSORIES
DOG BED Large plastic,  
£15. Telephone 07766 
756699.

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PRINTER Cannon i 350 
printer, working order, 
Oban, buyer collects,  £5. 
Telephone 07747 492780.

TOYS AND GAMES
PINK RIDE ON JEEP 
Battery operated 
(rechargeable) hardly used, 
great wee jeep for any 
little girl age 1+ year,  £45.  
Telephone 01546 606652.

TRAILERS
STEEL FLATBED 
TRAILER 8’ x 5’ flatbed 
trailer, with mesh floor and 
loading ramp. Designed for 
carrying quads and small 
tractors. Max load 500Kg,  
£300.  Telephone 01838 
200419.

WANTED
DOUBLE BED good 
condition, will collect, 
telephone evenings,  01631 
562649.
FISHING TACKLE 
WANTED old and antique 

catalogues, boxes and 
accessories etc Telephone 
01546 830165.
SCRAP METAL wanted, 
all types of scrap metal, 
we uplift scrap cars, call 
G Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals, Telephone 01499 
500638 07774 621917².
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•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

BUILDING
CONTRACTOR
All types of building 
work undertaken:

• extensions,
• refurbishment, 
• new house, 
• roof repairing etc.

* High standards,
* pt Low prices,
* References available.

CONTACT US: 
07902036620

•BUILDING CONTRACTOR

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
Covering Argyll 

and the Islands

We provide a specialist service in the design, 
installation, commissioning and servicing of both 

large and small fire and security projects.
• Fire safety risk assessments

(Institute of fire engineers)
• Fire detection systems to BS 5389
• Emergency lighting systems to BS 5266
• Periodic inspection and testing to BS 7671

• Intruder alarms
• Safety signage 
• Service and maintenance
• Service and supply of fire 

extinguishers

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner
Telephone:

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

•BUILDING SERVICES

LEDAIG BUILDING SERVICES
All types of building work

All digger work

Brian 01631 710851
07730654693

Alan 01631 710334
07796390411

• UPVC Double Glazing
• Conservatories
• Extensions
• Renovations
• Drainage

• Plastering
• Guttering
• New Water Supplies
• Landscaping

Telephone

NO
VAT

JAM
Rock Drilling, 
Core Drilling, 

Civils, Duct Work, 
Drainage, Ground 
Works, Fencing, 

Tree Cutting.  
General Contractor

07771 930 743
01631 567390

•DRILLING SERVICES

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.40 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements 
of less than £50 (excluding 

death notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

‘‘God setteth the solitary 
in families; he bringeth out 
those which are bound with 
chains:  but the rebellious 

dwell in a dry land’’ Draw from 
this Well and thirst no more.

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful dogs 
and bitches suitable for 
adoption. These dogs 

are fully vaccinated and 
spayed/neutered. If you 
feel you could offer one 

of these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation is 
required.  Look forward 

to hearing from you.

WORKSHOP 
MACHINERY

Colchester Bantam 
centre lathe, 5½” 

between centres, in 

volt reversible motor, 

Remote controlled 

LOST AT SEA
At about midnight 24 / 

25th March 2010
in the Lynn of Morvern 
off Glensanda Harbour

If you see this instrument 

in the water, please contact 
Prof. Toby Sherwin or 

Estelle Dumont, SAMS, 
Dunstaffnage, Oban, 01631 

559000 (working hours) 
or 07787 156295 or 07748 

593641 (at other times).

Happy 21st 
Katie

Love Mum, Dad and 
Matthew

Frank Cattanach 
Is the BIG 50 Today

Happy
21ST

Natasha
Cattanach

HAPPY 18TH 
Birthday

Kayleigh MacDonald

PRIVATE
TUTOR/S REQUIRED
in Lochaber High School 

area for 
Higher English, 

Admin and Geography. 

Telephone 
078 108 17 137

Aileen MacDougall
from all the girls xx

PENINVER SANDS CARAVANS, CAMPBELTOWN

Selection of Pre-owned 
Statics For Sale
Sensible Prices. Transport available.

Tel: 01586 552262 or 07901843690

•STATIC CARAVANS FOR SALE

• ASBESTOS REMOVAL

Dismantle, Removal and Licensed 
Disposal of Asbestos, Cement 

Industrial Units, Farm Buildings and 
Private Properties
Call for free survey 
through out Argyll

Contact 07796 474517 / 
07900 157892

email:

PERSONALS

WORKSHOP

• TIMBER

SCOTTISH

OAK
• Beams

• Rustic lintels
• Burr Planks

Large or small quantities

01631 730256



FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

BIRTHS
MACDONALD – 
GORDON To Colin and 
Karen a precious baby girl, 
Daisy Elizabeth, born on 
March 19, 2010 A grand-
daughter for Margaret, 

-
daughter for Liz and Tom, 
Lanark.

MACLEAN
To John and Lindsay 
(neé Wren) on March 

21, 2010, a son, Dexter 
Duncan, a wee brother 

for Finlay, another 
grandson for John 

MacLean, Dunbeg and 
Phil and Maxine Wren, 
Corpach. Thanks to all 

at Oban Maternity, espe-
cially Elaine MacAlister 

for the water birth.

McKINNEY - McINNES
– Ian and Ria are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of their son Innes Daniel, 
a brother for Aaron. Many 
thanks to Oban and Paisley 
Maternity Units.

ENGAGEMENTS

GALBRAITH – DALY   
Both families are 

delighted to announce the 
engagement of Barbara, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs 
D Galbraith, Comrie to 

Paul, youngest son of Mr 
and Mrs J Daly, Belfast 
on 27 February, 2010.

RUBY WEDDING
BIRCH – MACNEILAGE
– At All Saints, Parish 
Church, Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex, on April 4, 
1970, by the Rev D Bond, 
Alan to Doreen. 

GOLDEN WEDDING

CLARK – RALPH
At Cardonald Parish 
Church on March 29, 
1960, Donald Clark to 
Elizabeth Ralph, by the 

Rev. F. Rae. Present 
address, Ardchorra, 

Clachan Seil.

MAY – MACDONALD
At St Columba’s, Argyll 

Square Church, Oban 
on March 29, 1960, 

by the late Rev. William 
MacDonald, Ivor to Betty.

DEATHS
BIRSE  -  James       At 
Mearnskirk House, Glas-
gow,  on March 27  2010, 
James, formerly of Cal 
Mac, beloved husband of 
Lorna, and a much loved 
Father of Fred and father in 
law to Lorraine
BUICK - Ann Patricia 
Buick: Who passed away 
peacefully (aged 61) in 
early hours of Tuesday, 
March 23, 2010 in ward B, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.  
Loving daughter to Cisely, 
and the rest of the family in 
New Zealand and Australia.  
Also wife to Ewen, mother 
to Bridget and Shane,  Nana 
to Marcus, Freya and Kate.  
Sadly missed and loved by 
family in Scotland and fur-

love....   xx 
CLEGG - Peacefully at 
home in Tobermory on 
March  22, 2010, Joan 
Margaret Clegg (née Rob-
son). Beloved mother of 
Sally and Miles, sister 
of Jean.  Funeral Service 
was held on Friday, March 
26, 2010 at St. Columba’s 
Church, Gruline, Isle of 
Mull. Sadly missed by all 
the family.
GAULD - Suddenly, at 
home on March 26, 2010, 
aged 71 years, Ronald 
(Ronnie), beloved husband 
of Jeannie and a much loved 
dad and grandad.
JAMESON - Peacefully, 
at home, after a long ill-
ness, on Saturday March 
27, 2010, aged 76 years, 
Peter, beloved husband of 
Myra, a much loved dad 
and grandad.  Funeral will 
take place from St. Oran’s 
Church, Connel on Friday 
April 9, at 12noon, thereaf-
ter to Pennyfuir Cemetery.  

Retiring collection/dona-
tions if desired for Macmil-
lan Nurses.
MACARTHUR – Sud-
denly at his home in Aber-
deen on March 25, 2010, 
aged 60 years, John, much 
loved elder son of Anne and 
the late John MacArthur of 
Middleton Farm, Tiree.
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MACDONALD – Flora.  
Peacefully at Ailsa Craig 
Nursing Home on March 
27, 2010, Major Flora 
(formerly of Arisaig), be-
loved sister of Catherine 
MacPherson and dear aunt 

by Rites of Holy Church 
RIP.  Reception and vigil 
at Our Lady of Lourdes 
RC Church, Lourdes Av-
enue, Glasgow on Mon-
day, April 5, at 6.15pm.  
Funeral Mass on Tuesday, 
April 6, at 10.00am there-
after to Craigton Cremato-
rium, Berryknowes Road 
arriving approximately 

please.
MACINTYRE – Passed 
away peacefully at home 
on Saturday, March 27, 
2010, Duncan MacIntyre, 
26 Drumdevan Place, In-
verness, aged 86 years.  
Former Chief Inspector 
Northern Constabulary and 
latterly Secretary of the 
Highland Region Licensed 
Trade Association.  Will be 
sadly missed in the Shinty 
and Golf Communities, 
two of the sports he loved 
and in which he excelled.  
Beloved husband of the 
late Frances, much loved 
father to Isabel, Alex and 
Laurie, dear father-in-law, 
grandfather, brother and 
good friend to so many.  
Funeral service on Tues-
day, April 6, at 1pm, in the 
Crown Church, Inverness, 
thereafter to Kilvean Cem-
etery.  All friends respect-

-
ers only please.  Donations, 
if desired, for the Police 
Benevolent Fund at the 
service or forward to Wil-
liam T Fraser and Son, Fu-
neral Directors, Culduthel 
Road, Inverness.
McLULLICH - Suddenly 
at his home, Acharonich 
Farm, Barbreck, Ardfern on 
the March 30, 2010,  Alexan-
der (Alex) McLullich, in his 
80th year. Beloved brother 
of Archie and of the late 
Mary, Stewart and Frank. A 
dear cousin and uncle to all 
the family. Much respected 
neighbour and dear friend 
and work colleague to many. 
Funeral service will be held 
in Craignish Parish Church, 
Ardfern on Thursday April 
8, 2010, at 1pm, thereafter 
to Kilvaree Cemetery. Fam-

family and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend.
MILLIGAN – Peacefully 

on March 26, 2010, in her 
87th year, Isabella (Bella) 
Milligan, beloved mother of 
Marie, Alison, David, Vera 
and Alex, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, in-law 
and aunt to many nieces and 
nephews. Sadly missed.
SWEENIE – Peacefully 
at Morar Lodge Nursing 
Home, Helensburgh, on 
March 28, 2010, David, 
formerly of Factory Land, 
Inveraray, beloved husband 
of the late Gwen and much 
loved father of David and 
Shirley.  Funeral service at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Friday, April 2 at 1.30pm.
WILSON - Peacefully af-
ter a long illness, bravely 
fought, at the Western In-

24, 2010, in her 80th year, 

of the late George, a much 
loved mum to Hugh and 
Sheena and the late William.  
A much loved mother-in-
law, nana, sister and friend.  
Will be sadly missed by all.  
R.I.P.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

CAMPBELL - Marga-
ret and family of the late 
Rev George Campbell, 
Jura, would like to thank 
their relatives and friends 
for sympathy extended to 
them following their recent 
sad loss.  Special thanks to 
the Rev Angus Morrison, 
Rev Rob Barlow and Rev 
Alan Donald for the com-
forting service at Jura Par-
ish Church and graveside 
and also to all others who 
took part in the service.  To 
Jean MacAffer our heart-
felt thanks.  Thanks to all 
who donated to the Jura 
church roof fund, a total of 
£1000.00 was raised
DAIRON – The fam-
ily of the late Mary Dai-
ron, 9 Lynn Court, Oban, 
wish to thank everyone 
for their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards and 
phone calls following the 
sad loss of their mother. 
Thanks to Reverend Dou-
gald Cameron and Donald 
MacKinnon for a comfort-
ing service at the Church 
of Scotland, Glencruit-
ten Road, and to all who 
attended the church and 
graveside. Grateful thanks 
to Hamish Hoey and Son 

-
pathetic funeral arrange-
ments. Special thanks to 
the staff for the caring 
attention received while 
Mum was a patient in 
Ward B, Lorn and Islands 

to the management and 
staff at the Royal Hotel 
for their excellent purvey. 
A collection at the church 
was taken in aid of Cancer 
Research Campaign.

MEMORIAMS
BIRD – Nan (née Mc-
Cuish).  In loving memory 
of my dear wife who died 
April 2, 1999.
I miss you Nan and always 
will
You left a place no one can 

You shared my life
My smiles and tears
Thank you Nan
for all those precious years.
-Your loving husband, Terry 
xx
BIRD – In loving memory 
of Nan, our dear mum, nan-
nie and great- nannie, who 
died April 2, 1999.
We miss you in so many ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
And when old times we do 
recall
It’s then we miss you most 
of all.
Ruthie, Murdo, girls and 
Kyde.
CAMERON - Fond memo-
ries of Hugh, devoted hus-
band, dad, father-in- law 
and grandpa, who passed 
away on March 31, 2002.
Always in our thoughts.
- Bella and family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
Margaret, who died
April 6, 1991.
I love and miss you everyday.
- Jimmy. 
In loving memory of our 
dear mother and grandmoth-
er, Margaret, who passed 
away April 6, 1991.
- Iain, Heather, Craig and 
Laura.
Loved and remembered 
each passing day.
- Shona, John, Jamie and 
Nicola.
CLARK – Remembering 

George, who died April 7, 
2006.
Though you are far away
I know you’ll always
Be near to me.
- Love Jackie
DEAKIN - In fond memory 
of my dear son-in-law, John, 
died April 4, 2003.
Quietly today your memory 
I treasure
Missing you always
Forgetting you never.
Lots of love.
- Mum in law, Margaret 
Childs x.
HEAP – In loving mem-
ory of our darling son and 
brother Edward Alexander 
(Eddie), accidentally killed 
at work on April 4, 1979 
aged 18 years.
We can’t get over losing you
No matter how we try
You’ll always be within our 
hearts
Until the day we die.
Your loving mum, dad and 
family xx 
No need for words except 
to say
You’re loved and missed eve-
ryday
Aunties Peggy, Mary and 
family xx
McCAMLEY  - In fond 
remembrance of Joan (nee 
Matheson), a loving and 
loved wife, mother and 
gran who died at Edinburgh  
April 1, 2004.
No longer here our love to 
share
But in our hearts you are al-
ways there
 - Bill and all the family”
MACDONALD – (née 
MacKillop) In loving mem-
ory of Margaret, who died 
April 3, 2009, beloved wife 
of James (Jimmy), loving 
mother of  Jacqueline and 
Fiona and sister of Iain, be-
loved granny of Michael, 
Dawn and Kenzie.
Forever on our thoughts.
MACDONALD - Cher-
ished memories of our dear 
neighbour and friend, Mar-
garet, died April 3, 2009.
Always in our thoughts.
- Bill and Chrissie.
McKILLOP - In loving 
memory of my dear hus-
band, David, who died April 
3, 1996.
Memories are like leaves of 
gold
They never tarnish or grow 
old
Quietly today your memory 
I treasure
Loving you always forget-
ting you never.
- Cissie.
McPHAIL – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Mary McPhail who died 
April 3, 2004, devoted 
mother to John, Sheonaid 
and Drew.
Sadly missed, forever in our 
thoughts.
A light is from our house-
hold gone
A voice we loved is still
A place is vacant from our 
hearts

- Inserted by her 
husband Charlie, Dalmally.
Love and miss you always 
Granny
- Elizabeth and Andrew xx
WALKER - In loving 
memory of our father and 
grandfather, Archie, passed 
away March 29, 1996.
Always in our thoughts.
- Allan and family, Islay, 

WALKER - In loving 
memory of our dear father, 
Archibald, who died March 
29, 1996.
Forever in our thoughts
- Inserted by Donald and Mor-
ag, Airport Cottage, Islay.

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973

WEDDINGS

Susan MacKie  and Innes Ferguson both of 
Edinburgh, were married on March 20, 2010 at 

Oban Distillery by Gemma Cummings. They held 
their reception at The Oban Bay Hotel.  This is the 

Photograph : Cameron Harris of Highland Photos.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Thursday 1 April 2010

Maundy Thursday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Sung Eucharist .............19:30

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........19.00
St Columba,

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........18.00

Friday 2 April 2010
Good Friday

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
The Good Friday Watch

12.00 - 15.00
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Mattins, Litany and 

Ante-Communion 11.00
Devotional Service ...14.00

St Columba, Bishop’s 
House Iona

The Good Friday Liturgy
15.00

Saturday 3 April 2010
Holy Saturday

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
The Easter Vigil ...........20:00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Blessing of the Lights . 20.00

Sunday 4 April 2010
Easter Day

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist .............10:15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

Cladich
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

No Service
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Mattins ......................11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................18.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 4th April 2010
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Easter Sunday
North Connel Hall

10:30am
All Welcome

Telephone
07836 342 622

CHURCH NOTICES

GRADUATION

Caroline Grace recently graduated from the 
University of Strathclyde with a BA in Childhood 

Studies. Caroline is the eldest daughter of the 
late Hugh and Nan Cameron, Salen, Mull. She 
is continuing her studies with the University of 

Strathclyde towards a PGDE in Primary Education. 
Caroline lives in Helensburgh with her husband and 

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

Nether Lorn parishes 
welcome new minister 

The Rev Kenneth Ross and wife Hester in their new manse 
kitchen in Kilmelford. 16_t14ross1

FIVE Argyll churches welcomed 
a new minister this week and 
despite the unwieldy nature of 
the charge he is looking forward 
to his tenure.

The Revered Professor Kenneth 
Ross was inducted into the Church 
of Scotland parish of Craignish 
linked with Kilbrandon and 
Kilchattan linked with Kilninver 
and Kilmelford at a service held 
on Saturday.

Mr Ross, who has worked in 
the most northerly parish in 
Scotland in Unst, Shetland, then 
as a professor at the University 
of Malawi, and for the last 11 
years at Church of Scotland 
headquarters at 121 George 
Street, is looking forward to the 
challenge of ministry in such 
diverse parishes.

He said: ‘When Hester and 
I were telling people where 
we were coming to the Nether 
Lorn Parishes they raised their 
eyebrows.

‘On the surface it may seem like 
an unwieldy job. Furthermore, 
when we said we were looking 
forward to it, they would look at 
us with disbelief. But there is a 
different kind of ministry here, 
where each person can share his 
or her own gifts. 

‘I am moving from a job as 
general secretary of the Church 
of Scotland World Mission 
Council, a job with worldwide 
involvement. In that light, 
perhaps the churches of Nether 

Lorn don’t seem so far apart.
‘The experience of ministry 

in Nether Lorn may be a way 
forward for the wider church. 

‘It is time for the church to look 
for new ways of ministry, while 
respecting our heritage.

‘For that to happen, everyone to 
be involved not just people who 
think of themselves as church 
people. It is time for the church 
to break new paths in ministry – I 
hope that the churches in Nether 
Lorn will be a guiding light.

Ken is joined by his wife Hester 

nee Carmichael, a facilitator in 
creative writing who grew up in 
the Mull of Oa, Islay, and their 
cat, Zara, an Egyptian mau.

Ken continued: ‘Argyll is 
somewhere we have always come 
to for our family time. We were 
always heading west whenever 
we could.

‘We have received a fantastic 
welcome at my induction and 
beyond.

‘People have been working 
very hard to get our home in 
Kilmelford ready for us.’

Palestine
group
hears of 
‘atrocities’
OBAN Concern for Palestine 
heard two speakers, Wael 
Shawish and Barrie Levine, 
at the latest meeting.

Barrie Levine told the 
meeting that he was a Scots-
born Jew who had lived in 
Israel and has family and 
friends living there but that 
this did not mean that Israel 
has a right to represent 
all Jews. He said: ‘Jews 
are as entitled as anyone 
else to be outraged at the 

the Palestinians and express 
criticism of the Israeli state.’

Wael Shawish explained
that he had been born in 
Jerusalem but that he had 
been forced into exile and 
that he was now one of six 
million Palestinians living 
around the world. 

He said: ‘Palestinian 
land has been reduced and 
fragmented to such an extent 
that it is now often impossible
to go from one part of 
Palestine to another part of 
it without going through 
Israeli checkpoints with all 
the delays, restrictions and 
refusals that that entails.’

 Anyone wishing to join the 
Oban Concern for Palestone 
group or wanting further 
information should contact 
Graeme Pagan, neaveton@
tiscali.co.uk

Obituaries
Bob King, July 6, 1938 - February 26, 2010
BOB King, one of the Highlands’ best-
known journalists, and something of an 
enfant terrible of his profession, died 
early on Friday morning in Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness aged 71.

Bob, who had suffered poor health in 
recent months, was admitted to hospital 
the previous afternoon after suffering 
an aneurysm of a throat vein.

Born in Airdrie, Lanarkshire, Robert 
Davidson King, who was proud of 
his Ross-shire Davidson roots, and 
who in earlier days gloried in a fellow
scribe’s description as ‘Scotland’s 
most cultivated savage,’ was educated 
at Airdrie Academy and Glasgow 
University, where he graduated with 
honours in Classics.

After a short period as a trainee 
reporter with the Glasgow Herald, he 
joined the BBC in London, where he 

Aberfan disaster of October 1966, 
when a subsiding coal waste tip 
engulfed a Welsh village school, killing 
144 people including 116 children.

Later that year he moved with his wife 
Marie and young family to Inverness, 

Highlands and Islands Development 
Board, with which he remained until 
joining the staff of a short-lived 

From there he moved to Edinburgh, 

department. However, the call of the 
Highlands remained strong, and his 

returned to Inverness as news editor for 
the newly-formed Moray Firth Radio. 
He made his home at Dores, and later 
worked for spells with the Highland 
News and the Press & Journal, before 

eventually becoming a freelance. His 
second wife Hilda, whom he married 
in 1982, died suddenly in 1997, and 
in 2004 he married a neighbour, Lily 
Maclennan, sister-in-law of late clan 
chief Ron Maclennan, with whom he 
found happiness until his death.

An elegant writer and a natural 

in several languages, including Gaelic, 
Bob was possessed of both a strong 

He tended to see the world in terms 
of good or bad, and could range from 

bitter enemy.
An exceptionally well-educated man, 

who could converse with authority on a 
huge range of subjects, he had a rapier 
wit and was extremely entertaining in 
company, especially over a dram or 
two of malt whisky. Among his many 
interests was Roman history, a subject 
he could make almost come alive. 

In his 20s Bob was commissioned 

Training Corps into 5/6 Highland Light 
Infantry, at that time one of Glasgow’s 
famous Territorial Army battalions. 

Having resigned his commission on 
moving to London, he was later re-
commissioned into Elgin-based 2/51 
Highland Volunteers TA, and served 

Headquarters Scotland, Edinburgh, 
retiring in the rank of captain.

In recent years the onset of severe 
diabetes restricted his activities, 
curbing his love of striding the local 
moors and woodlands.

Bob is survived by Lily and by his 

and Donnie.

THE PASSING of Ian 
Matheson, Erisort,  Kyle, 
on March 25 after a short 
illness came as sad news 
to his many friends and 
the whole village of 
Kyle.

At 94, Ian was the oldest 
man in Kyle. He was 
born in Balmacara but 
when his father returned 
from the war the family 
moved to Kyleakin and 
Ian went to school there, 
before moving to Kyle 
when he was seven. 

Ian loved the sea and 

when he left school he 
went to Gravesend Sea 
School in Kent, then 
to Lowestoft where 
he got his `ticket’. Ian 
volunteered in 1939 and 
worked on minesweepers 

the coast of Britain and 
then in the Adriatic Sea 
where he gained his 
skipper’s ticket. 

After demob, Ian 
began his long career 

Tina,

years later he bought the 
Springing Well

water off Rona. Later he 
bought the Crest and in 
1963 he married Mary 
who was manageress 
in the Nor West Hotel. 
She belonged to Lewis. 
Sadly she died about a 
year ago. 

With the Crest, Ian 
was at the forefront of 
the developing prawn 

west coast and later his 

son Donald joined him 
and gradually took the 
helm before he bought 
his own boat, Eilidh.

Despite being in his 70s, 
Ian bought another boat, 
the Tern
velvet crabs. He enjoyed 
remarkable, robust 
and enviable health 
throughout his life and 
certainly belied his age. 
Kyle is a poorer place 
with his passing and he 
will be much missed. 
A large crowd attended 
his funeral in Kyle Free 
Church conducted by 
the Rev Roddie Rankin, 
assisted by the Rev 
Angus MacRae from 
Dingwall. The collection 
was shared between 
the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution 
and the Fisherman’s 
Mission. Burial took 
place at Balmacara New 
Cemetery. Sympathy 
is expressed to his sons 
Donald and Ian, daughter 
Anne, and to his brother 
Hamish.

Ian Matheson

Another ‘pregevac’ for Oban

OBAN’S RNLI Lifeboat, 
Mora Edith Macdonald 
launched at 24 minutes 
past midnight, last 
Wednesday, to assist in 
the transfer of a pregnant 
lady from the Isle of 
Mull,

The lifeboat crew, 

accompanied by two 
paramedics, arrived 
at Craignure at 0054 
departing with the patient 
at 0106.

Following an uneventful 
passage the patient was 
disembarked for transfer 
to hospital.
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FOOTBALLFort William 2 
Keith 4

FORT slid to another defeat 
on Saturday against a fast-
moving Keith side – despite 
a late rally which could have 
earned them a draw.

Donaldson applied a sweet 

on 20 minutes to put the 
visitors ahead before Fort 
were awarded a penalty for 
handball by ref Doug Ross.

However, the linesman 
was able to persuade the 
referee otherwise.

Keith took heart from that 
windfall and Lennox went 
close with a free kick before 
Cammy Keith was given far 
too much space at the far 
post to convert Donaldson’s 
cross with ease to put the 
visitors two up.

Response
Fort though found an 

instant response when 
Hewitt was felled in the box 
and got up to send Shearer 
the wrong way from the 
spot to put Fort right back 
in the mix.

free kick just over as Fort 
looked for a leveller before 
Urquhart’s lob beat Shearer 
and the crossbar then Finnis 
just failed to connect right 
on half time.

Keith came out the stronger 
after the break and Walker 
was desperately unlucky to 
see his shot strike both posts 
yet somehow stay out.

cards and the visitors duly 
increased their lead on 62 
minutes when Lennox beat 
the offside trap to draw 
Campbell and square for 

Keith made it 4-1 with 18 
minutes left.

To their credit Fort 
never gave up - and gave 
themselves a glimmer of 

home after great link up 
play between Urquhart and 
Finnis had carved open the 
Keith defence. 

Sean Ellis almost cut 

shot clipped the far post 
with Shearer beaten, then 
Urqhuart cracked a great 
shot inches wide just before 
the end.

Fort manager Calum 

overly happy’ with the 
performance, although he 
paid tribute to his team’s 

Fight
He told The Oban Times: 

the second half especially. 
We gave away a couple of 
silly goals which has cost us 
again.’

Fort were due to play 
Lossiemouth last night 

expected to make his return 
after weeks out with knee 
ligament damage.

and it will be great to have 

Fort are at home again 
on Saturday, when title-
chasing Fraserburgh come 
to Claggan. Sean Ellis flights a great free kick narrowly over. 10_f14fort01

travelled to Oban recently 
to take part in a rugby 
development day.

Lochaber started the day off 

Oban and if they had taken 
some of their other chances 
when they had clear overlaps 
this would have been more. 

The next match was against 

team and Lochaber won 26 
- 0. 

The young Lochaber 
forwards were playing well 
in the set pieces with their 
scrum working well. 

was against effectively an 

against Lochaber.
However, the game went 

the same way as the previous 
two with Lochaber winning 
17 - 0. 

The Lochaber squad 
was; Daniel Thomas, 

Ireland, Calum Sandison, 

Dylan Fraser, Greg Cameron, 

their two-point lead over 

Company in the Rio Tinto 

an eight-all draw between 
the two teams. 

number one away on holiday 
but still got the draw when 

Cameron in the last game 3-
1, playing his best game of 
the season in the process. 

In the other all-Oban 
encounter the same scoreline 

Simmers and Co and Oban 
Filling Station, with the 
game of the night between 

winning 3-2, with three of 
the games going to 12-10.

This leaves the league 
decider going to the last 
game of the season in Oban 

BOXINGClub sent 17 members to Fort 
William last weekend for
a training camp as the 
reputation of Lochaber 

to grow in Scottish boxing 
circles.

and departing on Sunday 
afternoon, the Glasgow 
boxers trained with their 
Fort William counterparts in 
four gym sessions and two 
training runs. 

The gym sessions 
i n v o l v e d g r o u n d 
work, boxing drills and 
sparring between both 
clubs as the boxers aged 
between 10 and 29 years old 
went through their paces.

This training camp has 
come at an ideal time for 
the Lochaber club which 

is gearing up for its own 

10.
The event is scheduled 

boxers and two from 

in Kinlochleven in up to 12 
bouts.

Amazed

short while ago I have been 

levels of boxing from the 
local boxers and some of
the sparring between the 
boys is better than many 
actual boxing matches.

sport being so physical we 

crossed that no-one picks up 
any serious injuries before 

simply training through
various niggles as nobody
wants to miss boxing at 
home.

Dundee travelling to Fort 
William for this show.

umpteen requests from other 
clubs to appear on the bill as 
the excitement in the gym
has reached fever pitch with 
our boys straining at the 
leash for next Saturday.’

For more information on 

Centre on 01397 700707, 

Tennis Club is going from 
strength to strength with 
the league well underway 
and some exciting matches 
having been played in both 
divisions.  

The last year’s Divison One 

looks on course to retain his 
title after some hard fought 
victories over John Grant 
and Eric Wallace.

Despite Eric only recently 
returning to the sport, he 
has put in an excellent 
performance and is along 
with John currently vying 
for second spot. 

Kenny Gillepsie and 

also been battling hard 
and have both recorded 

good victories so far.
Division Two isn’t short of 
effort in any respect and 
promises to be a very close 
run affair, with current 
leader Donald Gillies 
holding a slender lead 
over the chasing pack 
of George Harper, John 

However with several 
matches still to be played, 
the position could easily 
change. 

6pm and is always looking 
for new players, who can 
still join the league. 

TABLE TENNIS

Table tennis club 
serves up exciting 
new season 

Caol’s cross country champions
CROSS COUNTRY

Schools Cross Country 
Championships staged at 

saw almost 100 youngsters 
take part.

The competition provided 
young runners with the 
opportunity to compete 
individually and in school 
teams - and for once the 
weather was kind.

The sun shone throughout, 
engendering a festival 
atmosphere conspicuous by 
its absence in recent years 
when competitors huddled 
in team buses to try and stay 
warm and dry.

year, with the top three spots 
all being taken by pupils from 

Caol and Lochyside also put 
in good performances, so the 
schools’ competition all now 
rested on the boys’ placings.

In the end the boys from 
Caol came out strongest, 

which was more than enough 
to secure them the overall 
school shield for the third 
successive year.

Thanks go to the Forestry 
Commission, Lochaber 
College’s environmental 
conservation team for 

Cross country championships winners, Caol Primary.

who ran with the pupils.
The event, sponsored by 

organised by Lochaber’s 

active schools co-ordinators 
and saw a total of 97 boys 

and girls from 18 Lochaber 
primary schools compete.

Results:
Girls: 1st

11:17, FWRC; 2nd Frances 
Oliver 11:18, FWRC; 3rd

11:37, FWRC.
st Innes 

2nd Thomas

3rd Donald

Schools Competition: 1st

Caol, 2nd Fort William RC, 
3rd Lochyside RC, 4th Fort

th Inverlochy.

impressive win in the Ian 

Kinlochleven on Sunday.

day of success for the family 
when he came in fourth.

The event, hosted by 
Lochaber and District 

attracted an entry of 108 
from all over the country.

Competitors were tasked 
with completing two tough 

and back with as few foot-
downs as possible.

Gary proved more than 
equal to the task, dropping 
only seven points, while 

third with 49.

TRIALS BIKING

on the mark

RUGBY

Lochaber beats 

SQUASH

Squash league 
decider

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Winter league 
nears end

race in the West Highland 
Wheelers winter league 

Sunday.
The course is the toughest 

of the series with several 
thousand feet of gruelling 
climbs and an abundance of 
technical slippery tree rooted 
descents.

Top time trialist 
and mountain bike 
downhiller Gavin Shirley 

class when he led from start 

Former Scottish silver 

a battle with John Shirley for 
second place.

First lady home was 

just ahead of the much-

First youth went to Orrin 

seventh place overall. The 
club would like to thank 
course organiser Henry 

Results: 1 Gavin Shirley 1hr 

1hr 26m 20sec; 3 John Shirley 

Dent 1hr 43min 30sec; 6 Gavin 

28sec; 10 Colleen Foggo 1hr 

OT

Inveraray 4 2     0 2 7   11 4

Kingussie 4 1     0 2 9    9 2
Lovat  4 1     0 2 6    8 2

Scottish Hydro Premier Division

Marine Harvest North Division One

Lochaber 2 2     0 0           14   2 4
Kilmallie 2 2     0 0           11   1 4
Skye 2 1     1 0 6   4 3

Lochcarron 3 1     1 1 3   8 3

Kinlochshiel 3 0     0 3 2   8 0
Inverness 3 0     0 3 1  19 0

Marine Harvest North Division Two

Glenurquhart 3 3     0 0 9   3 6
Glengarry 3 3     0 0 7   2 6

Lovat 3 2     0 1 8   8 4

Kinlochshiel 3 1     0 2 4  10 2

Skye 3 0     0 3 4  12 0

Marine Harvest North Division Three

Lochcarron 1 1     0 0 4   1 2

Strathglass 3 0     0 3 0   14 0

Glenorchy 2 2     0 0 9   0 4
Oban Celtic 4 1     2 1 6   7 4
Lochside Rovers 4 1     1     2 6   8 3

Inveraray 1 0     0 1 0   2 0

Marine Harvest South Division One

Marine Harvest South Division Two

Col Glen 4 2      0 2 8    17 4

Tayforth 3 1      0 2 8    8 2
Glenorchy 0 0      0 0 0    0 0

Shinty leagues
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Fixtures  
Saturday April 3

MacTavish Cup 
1st Round
Fort William v Kinlochshiel
John MacPhee
Glenurquhart v Kingussie  
Deek Cameron
Lochaber v Inverness  
John MacLeod
Lochcarron v Skye
Donald MacRae
Newtonmore v Lovat
Graham Irving
Strathglass v Kilmallie  
Innes Wood

Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup 1st Round
GMA v Taynuilt   
Billy Wotherspoon 
Kilmory v Ballachulish  
Ted McDonald

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Caberfeidh v Beauly
Duncan Kelly

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1   
Glenorchy v Inveraray   
Duncan Kerr

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Beauly v Glengarry  
Daniel MacRae
Fort William v Glenurquhart
Colin MacDonald 
12 noon
Kinlochshiel v Skye
Ronnie Campbell
Lovat  v Kilmallie  
Ron Kennedy
Kingussie v Newtonmore  
Dougie Cameron

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Euan Pearson 
Col Glen v Strachur   
Robert Baxter Jnr 
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour  
Jim Innes

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3           
Boleskine v Ardnamurchan
Graham Cameron
Inverness v Caberfeidh  
John Sloggie
Lochaber v Lochbroom  
Russell Ross
11.30am start
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
Robert Morrison
12 noon

SHINTY

Results

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 
Preliminary Round
Kilmallie 3 Beauly 2
after extra time
Kilmory  0 Kinlochshiel 2

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Fort William 6 Kingussie 0 
GMA 1 Oban Camanachd 2
Kyles 2  Bute  1  
Lovat 1 Glenurquhart 2  
Newtonmore 4 Inveraray0  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1   
Caberfeidh 2 Skye 2  
Inverness 0 Lochaber 11
Strathglass 1 Lochcarron 2  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside 0 Ballachulish 0  
Taynuilt 2 Oban Celtic 2  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Beauly 0 Glenurquhart 3
Kilmallie P Fort William P
Glengarry 2 Kingussie 1
Kinlochshiel0Newtonmore4
Skye 2 Lovat 3   

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P Aberdour P
Col Glen  3 Tayforth 1  
Strachur 1 GMA 0

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3  
Aberdeen Uni6 Strathglass0
Caberfeidh P Lochcarron P
Boleskine 0 Lochaber 7  
George O’Rourke      
Lochbroom P Inverness P  

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
1st Round
Lewis 0 Inveraray 

SHINTY

KILMALLIE are through to 

Camanachd Cup – but only 
after a titanic struggle with 
the men from Beauly in the 
preliminary round at Canal 
Parks.

With an internet TV crew 

platform on the touchline, 
viewers online and pitchside 
were treated to a meaty 
encounter in which the 
strong wind was a factor 
throughout.

Early lead
The gale favoured 

the Blues were mostly on 
top - but a sluggish start cost 
them dear when Beauly’s 

MacNiven in eight minutes 
to put the visitors one up.

Kilmallie soon got a grip 

on proceedings with Michael 
Rodger, John Stewart and 
Liam MacDonald causing 
Beauly’s defence no end 

keeper Martin Davidson in 
inspired form.

Twice he saved brilliantly 
from Stewart in as many 
minutes then somehow kept 
a Peter MacIntyre drive 
out.

Barrie MacDonald shot 
over at the other end but 
it was all Kilmallie as 
Davidson pulled off another 
great stop, this time to deny 
Rodger and push the ball 
away for a corner.

When the ball came across, 
however, it was Rodger who 

found a split second to crash 
a great shot high into the net 
for the equaliser.

Beauly came more into 
things and had a goal 
chalked off for foul play on 
35 minutes and then Stewart 
whistled a shot inches past 
Davidson’s left hand post 
just before the break.

The second half saw a 
much more even encounter 
but neither side could break 
the deadlock in the 90 
minutes and the game went 
into extra time.

With the tie on a knife-
edge Kilmallie grabbed 
the initiative through a 
Martin Stewart penalty on 

95 minutes then doubled 
their lead when Liam 
MacDonald’s cross cum 
shot from the touchline beat 
Davidson.

Kilmallie pressed for a 
fourth, but Beauly broke 
up the park and Neilson 

minutes for home fans when 
his his shot beat MacNiven.

Kilmallie chairman Hugh 
MacIntyre was delighted 
Kilmallie had won through 

against Taynuilt. ‘In the 

have been well ahead, but 
in the second when Beauly 
had the wind they were 
doing most of the pressing. 
It was a fairly even game 
but at the end of the day it 
was Kilmallie who were 
determined to win,’ he said. 

 Michael Rodger beats Dougie Blain’s challenge to flash a shot just past 10-f14kilm01

SHINTY
Scottish Hydro 

Camanachd Cup 
Preliminary Round
Kilmallie 3 Beauly 2

after extra time

Kilmallie progress in cup
after extra time against Beauly

A KEENLY fought contest 
at Taynuilt resulted in both 
teams sharing the points 
after the home side mounted 
a strong comeback, and 
almost snatched a dramatic 
winner, in the last quarter of 
the match.

Tough tackling from the 

start saw the game develop 
a clutch of fascinating 
individual battles in all 
areas of the pitch. While 
Oban Celtic developed their 
attacks via a passing game, 
Taynuilt’s strong hitters 
preferred the more direct 
approach to test the visitors’ 
defence.

Both Taynuilt’s keeper 
Andrew Servant and Celtic’s 
Niall McNab were forced to 
make good saves around the 
half-hour mark, but it was 
the Oban side that made the 

eventual breakthrough on 
34 minutes. 

Neil Carmichael won a free 
hit deep in Taynuilt territory 
– taking the hit himself, he 
swung a high cross towards 
right half-forward Daniel 
Madej who unleashed a low 
drive beyond Servant to put 
the visitors ahead. 

Just before the break 
McNab made a tremendous 
save, getting his body in the 
path of a rocket shot from 
Neil Gillies.

Play raged on after the 

break with both defences on 
continued high alert.

 On 63 minutes Celtic 
substitute Alan Miller gave 
his side a vital two goal 
cushion, pouncing on a 
clearance and driving it 
back into the home goal 
from 20 yards.

However Taynuilt surged 
back, with strong play from 
Ewan Neilson and Willie 
Gillies driving the attacks 
forward to a point where 
Oban’s centre line was 
pushed further and further 

back to shore up a defensive 
unit that was creaking under 
the pressure. They were 
rewarded after 72 minutes 
when Celtic lost possession 

pushed wide to Taynuilt 
substitute David Campbell 
whose low shot cut across 
McNab and in at the far 
post. Driving forward to 
salvage a point the same 
player scored in similar 
manner in the 83rd minute 
- and almost snatched a 
winning hat trick when his 

30-yard volley sailed inches 
over the Celtic crossbar.

shinty highlighted by strong 
individual performances 
on both sides, but it also 
indicated how evenly 
matched the teams are in 
South Division 1 where 
close encounters will be the 
order of the day all season.

This weekend, Taynuilt 
travel to Glasgow to play 
Glasgow Mid Argyll in 
the Celtic Cup while Oban 
Celtic have a free Saturday.

Taynuilt come back to take a share of the points against Oban Celtic
Home substitute Campbell almost strikes hat-trick to snatch late winner at Taynuilt

SHINTY
Marine Harvest

South Division One 
Taynuilt 2 Oban Celtic 2

SHINTY
Scottish Hydro 

Camanachd Cup 
Preliminary Round

Kilmory 0 Kinlochshiel 2

Kinlochshiel go 
through

KINLOCHSHIEL made the 
long trip to Lochgilphead 
on saturday and left it late to 
overcome a plucky Kilmory 
who held out against the 
fancied ‘Shiel for more than 
an hour.

After 67 minutes of even 

Kinlochshiel’s Gordie 
MacDonald put the visitor’s 
ahead but it took until seven 

whistle that ‘Shiel could feel 
safe, Neil Fraser netting the 
vital strike.

This Saturday, Kilmory 
are at home to Ballachulish 
in the Celtic Cup while 
Kinlochshiel face a tough 
test away to Fort William in 
the MacTavish Cup.

SHINTY
Marine Harvest

North Division One
Inverness 0 Lochaber 11

Lochaber run riot 
at Inverness

LOCHABER moved to 
second place in North 
Division One, with a game 
in hand, after an 11-goal 
thrashing of Inverness.

SHINTY
Scottish Hydro 

Premier Division

Fort William 6 
Kingussie 0

Newtonmore 4 
Inveraray 0

GMA 1 
Oban Camanachd 2

Kyles 2 
Bute 1

Lovat 1
Glenurquhart 2

Fort
knock
Kingussie
for six
THE full-time news from 
An Aird rocketted around 
the shinty world on 
Saturday afternoon as two-
goals-a-piece from Gordie 
MacKinnon and James 
Clark helped Fort William to 
a comfortable 6 - 0 scoreline 
over champions Kingussie.

John MacDonald and 
Bryan Simpson joined 
Clark and MacKinnon on 
the scoresheet with neutral 
claiming that the scoreline 

who could have added to 
their goal tally.

The victory takes Fort 
William into second place 
but Newtonmore’s late 
revival at the Eilan against 
Inveraray allows them to 
retain top spot.

45 minutes, Danny MacRae 

the second period to open the 
scoring. Glen Mackintosh 
had added a second from the 
penalty spot before MacRae 
unleashed a thunderbolt to 
the Inveraray net for number 
three. With 15 minutes left, 
youngster Drew MacDonald 
chipped in with a very soft 
fourth.

half strike from Robert 
Zavaroni took Bute to within 
20 minutes of an away 
win, only for Tom Whyte 
to equalise for Kyles, then 
snatch the winner with less 

remaining.

Two early goals from 
Calum Miller and Neale 
Reid had Glenurquhart 
well ahead against Lovat at 
Kiltarlity but the home side 
fought back and set-up a 

Ferguson clawed a goal back 
in the 82nd minute. But it 
proved too little, too late.

Oban Camanachd took 

with a 2-1 away win against 
Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Ian MacMillan and 
Jonathan Will secured the 
points for the visitors, while 
Andy Mathie had scored for  
Mid Argyll in the opening 15 
minutes.

With cup ties in both 
North and South areas 
this weekend, there are no 

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1400

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
L Dunn, Burnside Court, Oban and L Cattanach, Lorn Drive, Glencoe
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14

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Light rain showers to be expected. Winds strong west/

north-westerly. Temperatures 3ºC to 6ºC
Friday

Light rain showers to continue. Winds moderate 
southerly. Temperatures 2ºC to 8ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Light rain showers. Winds light to moderate northerly. 

Temperatures 4ºC to 9ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate to rough
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, April 1, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 00.57 0.2 06.50 4.1 13.23 0.5 19.09 4.0
Fri 01.38 0.4 07.24 3.9 13.59 0.7 19.44 3.8                 
Sat 02.18 0.7 07.57 3.6 14.38 1.0 20.19 3.6
Sun 02.59 1.1 08.31 3.3 15.20 1.3 20.59 3.3
Mon 03.46 1.4 09.08 2.9 16.11 1.5 21.47 3.1
Tues 04.41 1.7 09.57 2.7 17.13 1.8 23.05 2.8
Wed 05.51 1.9 13.24 2.5 18.30 1.8 **.** *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

5

TOBERMORY Golf Club’s 
summer season started on 
Sunday with a Greensome 
Competition.

For the second year running 
the father and son pair of 
Ewan and Ross MacCrone 
won with a joint net score 
of 67-1/2, just ahead of 
Catherine Ann MacCrone 
(Ross’ mother) and Graham 
Davidson with 68 net.

In third place John Wilshire 
and Lewis (grandfather and 
grandson) carded a 69 net.

The Hairy Legs Trophy was 
won by Iain MacNaughton 
and Gordon Chalmers.

COBRAS were crowned 
senior league champions of 
the Oban Express Primary 
Football League on Sunday.

But the Oban team lost one 
game on the day to blemish 
their unbeaten record.

season were played out at the 
Oban High School with four 
sides in genuine contention 
for the title but the Cobras 
won their games in hand to 
take the trophy.

Cobras eliminated both 
Lochnell and Saints Boys 
from the race to the title by 
defeating them, which added 
to a further win over Tralee.

However their dream of 
winning undefeated came 
unstuck when a gritty Oban 
Saints scored a penalty 
through Ben Coates, the 
only goal of the match. Wins 
over Spartans and Stoddarts 

OBAN Lorne RFC recently 
hosted the latest Argyll and 
Bute mini rugby tournament 
at Glencruitten last Sunday.

The day included teams 
from all over Argyll and also 
a visiting Hamilton primary 
seven team. They were 
joined by Glasgow Warrior 
professional players John 
Welsh, Peter Murchie, and 
Mark MacMillan who were 
on hand to give the players 
some coaching and to sign 
autographs.

The primary 6/7 tournament 
was won by  Hamilton, 
while the non-competitive 
primary 4/5 tournament was 
used more for the players’ 
development.

MULL driver John 
MacCrone’s Rally Team 

promising opening event 
in the 2010 British Rally 
Championship.

At the Bulldog Rally of 
North Wales the 20-year-old 
showed the speed that had 
seen him top the Motorsport 
News poll for the top young 
drivers to watch, from all 
UK motorsport disciplines, 
during 2010. 

Puncture
John put in a sterling 

with the new team and car, 
but a troublesome puncture 
on just the second stage 
dropped him 12 minutes 
down the time-sheets and 

Lorne victorious in
Carrick cliffhanger  

RUGBY
SHE West Division One

Carrick 27
Oban Lorne 28

A ONE-point win at Carrick 
extended Oban  Lorne’s 
winning run to four games 
and consolidated an 
impressive turnaround in 
form this season.

players unavailable, 
coach Corrie Louw rang 
the changes with Mark 
MacQueen coming in at 
stand off, Craig McGougan 

and student Max Beckmann 
made his last appearance 
for the club at centre  before 
returning to his native 
Germany.

after relegation-threatened 
Carrick were penalised for 
hands in the ruck and Euan 
Wilson made no mistake 
to give an early 0-3 score 
line. The home team came 

straight back into the game 
when their winger went over 
for an unconverted try.

In what was becoming 
a ding-dong match of 
enterprising rugby the men 
in green took the lead when 

beat several defenders 
before powering over in 
the right hand corner for an 
unconverted try.  MacDougall 
then turned from saint to 
sinner as he was somewhat 
harshly penalised for not 
releasing a tackled player 
and sent to the sin bin for 10 
minutes.

Although Oban defended 
well in this period the reliable 
Carrick number 10 was able 
to slot over three penalties in a 
row for handling in the rucks 
to make the half time score 
14-8. In second half Oban’s 

lineout began functioning 
particularly well and this 
allowed several  turnovers 
from the home throw in. 
From one of these Andy 
MacDougall made inroads 
to the home 22 before the 
pack then rumbled on. Man 
of the match MacDougall 

off the move with his second 
unconverted try. 

Just when it seemed Oban 
were gaining momentum 
Carrick came back and  

corner.
Both sides then traded 

penalty kicks until Oban 
executed a training ground 
move of catch and drive from 
a 10-metre lineout which 

Mark McTighe.
This amazingly still left 

Oban trailing by 22-21 
with more than 60 minutes 
played in what was now an 

enthralling game of rugby.
Oban held their nerve to 

surge  forward once more 
and when Corrie Louw was 
stopped just short of the line, 
Euan Wilson was on hand to 
dot down for the try which 
he then superbly converted 
from wide on the right in the 
swirling wind for a 22-28 
scoreline.

The drama was still not 

a sweeping move after 75 
minutes in the right hand 
corner giving a 27-28 score. 

The conversion from the 
right hand touchline was just 
too big an ask for the home 
10 and there was relief from 
Oban as this sailed wide.

Oban held on for several  
nerve-jangling minutes to 
record their best away win 
of the season. 

This win now lifts Oban to 
sixth place in the league with 
three matches remaining.

The next league match is 
away to Strathclyde Police 
on Saturday, kick off  3pm.

AN AMERICAN youngster, 
who played only his 
second game of rugby at 
the weekend in a regional 
tournament, helped himself 
to 11 tries and a man of the 
tournament award.

Oban’s Craig Carey, who 
came to Oban High School 
from Wisconsun, helped 
Argyll’s S1/S2 team gain 
second place at the Glasgow 
West Regional Fesitval.

Natural ability
Rugby coach and Oban 

High School PE teacher 
Murray Hamilton said: 
‘Craig is a big, strong boy 
but he has outstanding 
natural ability.

‘He played rugby a couple 
of times in PE and his friends 
persuaded him to come to 

scored two tries and he has 

been a breath of fresh air for 
the whole team. 

‘His brother, Kellen, has 
also shown a natural talent 
for rugby.’

The Argyll squad, which 
was made up of players 
from Oban, Mull and Mid-
Argyll, kicked off with a two 
scores to one victory over 
Ardrossan - with both tries 
coming from Craig.

In the second game against 

Morrison added two of his 
own for a 7-2  win.

In the third game Argyll 
were drawn against 
Dumfries. Argyll’s forwards 
continued to dominate, 
creating chance after chance 

for the backs, and the backs 
duly obliged.

Craig turned in another 
cracking performance with 
four tries - two running 
from his own 22-yard line 

a time to touch down. Again 
the jinking runner Neil 
Morrison scored a brace for 
a 6-1 Argyll victory.

The last game of the group 
was against Kilmarnock, 
who were bigger, stronger 
and better organised than 
Argyll, who lost 4-0.

Argyll coaches Murray 
Hamilton and Ben Radford 
from Oban and Duncan 
‘Brochan’ Aitken from Mid-
Argyll said they were pleased 
with the performance of 
the whole team, many of 
whom had won the same 
competition last year.

Scary Carey: Argyll’s Craig Carey tormented the Garnock defence. Picture by Kevin McGlynn

Craig’s a natural as he 
‘tries’ his hand at rugby

RUGBY

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
   P   W  D L   F     A  Pts
Oban Saints   15  12  2  1   45   10  38
Greenock HSFP   13   9   3  1   29   14  30
Aikenhead Thistle     9   5   2  2   34   14  17
Inverclyde   11   4   1  6   24   25  13
Cambria    13   3   3  7   12   27  12
Kilpatrick     5   3   2  0   13     5  11
Castlemilk   10   2   4  4   25   26  10
Postal United   12   2   3  7   20   33    9
St Josephs     3   0   1  2     1     6    1
Glencastle Sparta   11   0   1 10    7    50   1

SATURDAY’S results: 
Kilpatrick 3, Under-15s 
1. Netting for Saints was 
Robert Johnston. The Under-
13s had no game.

Both the Under-13s and 
Under-15s have no game this 
Saturday due to the Easter 
holiday weekend.
The Under-15s’ next match 

is away to Renton Youth 
on April 17 and the Under 
13s, who are already league 

game on the 3g pitch at Oban 
High School on April 24 
against Westerton United. 

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division

CAMBRIA 0
OBAN SAINTS 1

SAINTS travelled to take 
on Cambria in an important 
league match and at the 
end of an entertaining 90 
minutes the Oban lads came 
away with all three points in 
a closely fought match that 

four former Oban Saints 
players in their starting line-
up - Daniel Cassells, Calum 
Hill, Joe Lopez and Scott 
Johnston with Eddie Swift on 
the bench, but they certainly 
weren’t handing out any 
favours to their home-town 
team.

Saints took the lead after 
nine minutes with a well 
taken goal when Donald 
Campbell and Ross Maitland 
combined on the left before 
Ross played a great ball 
through for Craig MacEwan 

to run clear before clipping 
the ball past Daniel Cassells 
to give Saints the advantage.

An interesting tussle was 

Willie Gemmell and Sean 
Ford in direct opposition 
to former workmates and 
friends Joe Lopez and Scott 
Johnston.

Saints created two excellent 
chances just before the 

interval - Donald Campbell 
volleyed the ball over the top 
and striker Allan MacKay 
was unlucky to hit the bar.

With Cambria having the 
advantage of the wind in the 
second half Saints knew they 
would be in for a torrid  time 
but the visitors weathered the 
Cambria storm for the rest of 
the game to take home a hard 
fought three points.

Saints pip Cambria for win
FOOTBALL

It was simply cricket at a training event for primary 
kids at Atlantis Leisure. With a good turn out of 
pupils, many who had never played the sport before, 
it is hoped that some will join Oban Cricket Club. 
Contact the club captain on rangersac@googlemail.
com for more details. 16_t11cricket1

MacCrone’s debut hopes 
punctured in Welsh rally

ruined his chances of an 

The Bulldog Rally in 
Welshpool took in some 
classic Welsh forest stages 
with some fantastic levels of 
competition.

Rally Team Scotland faced 
challenges from 11 other 
crews in the hotly-fought 
R2 class and the team’s JP 
Motorsport prepared Fiesta 
R2 was also entered in the 
Fiesta Sport Trophy, taking 
third place.

John said: ‘I’ve learned a lot 
this weekend and I’m under 
no illusions that this year 
will be all about learning and 
getting progressively faster.’   

RALLY

Cobras claim championship 
FOOTBALL

ensured the Cobras would 
win the league before they 
played out a goalless draw 
with their nearest challengers 
and runners up Lochgilphed 
Warriors. 

At the other end of the table, 

the season against Stoddy 
Boys with Dean Turner 
netting a hat trick. The win 
was just reward for the Appin 
team and in particular young 
ever present Abi Malcolm 
who have stuck with it all 
season against the odds.

Action from Stoddarts versus Tralee. 07_t14prim01

Saints youths
FOOTBALL

Mini festival
RUGBY

Season underway
GOLF

A LEAGUE  P        Pts
Carpet Fitters 12       36
Atlantis 11       24
RM & GE Builders 10       15
Oban Times 11       13
B LEAGUE
Hydro  12       16
Aggregate Ind. 12       15
Oban High 12       15 
Connaught 12        3

Fitters are champs
FOOTBALL

CARPET Fitters retained 
the Atlantis Lesiure Works 
League with games to spare.
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