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A PLAN to make Argyll the 
destination for cruise ships on 
Scotland’s west coast has taken 
a step closer, with news that the 
Queen Mary 2 and The World 
are bound for Oban.

Argyll and Bute Council 

is in discussions to bring the 
ships - two of largest and most 
recognisable in the world - to the 
town in the summer of 2015. 

The 151,400-tonne cruise 
liner Queen Mary 2 is the tour 

is almost 300 metres long. It will 
typically carry around 2,620 
guests on its cruises.

The World, at nearly 200 metres 
long is the largest privately-
owned yacht in the world and 
passengers spend extensive time 

IT’S OFFICIAL: Argyll and 
Bute has suffered its wettest 
winter since records began more 
than a century ago.

Figures obtained from the Met 

in Argyll of 1,062 millimetres 
over the winter months – 52 per 
cent more than is expected at 
this time of year.

In February alone, Bute had 
a rainfall of 259.7 millimetres, 
which is 91 per cent above 

AN ISLAY distillery manager 
has won a global award for his 
work in the whisky industry.

Mickey Heads of Ardbeg 
Distillery was recognised for 
his commitment at the World 
Whisky Awards in London. 

After being named Global 
Distillery Manager of the Year Mr 
Heads said: ‘I was shocked to 

It was a lovely surprise and to 
beat competition from around 

delighted, not only for me but 
for the distillery, as you cannot 
win awards without a team of 
great people around you and 
here at Ardbeg we have that in 
abundance.

‘Being an Islay boy born and 
bred I know how important this 

award is for the distillery and for 
our island and will help keep our 
wonderful spirit in everyone’s 
minds and drinks cabinets.’

Dr Bill Lumsden, director of 
Distilling and Whisky Creation 
at Glenmorangie, applauded Mr 
Head’s work. 

He said: ‘With nearly 30 years 
of working in the whisky industry 
it is fair to say that Mickey has 
scotch whisky running through 
his veins.

‘He has a great passion 
for whisky distilling and is 
the chairman of the Ardbeg 
Committee, a group of 100,000 
enthusiasts from 140 countries 
across the world. I am delighted 
his achievements have been 
recognised by our industry peers 
as a global icon of whisky.’

Murder accused 
expected to 
appear in court
THE MAN accused of 
murdering Oban man Colin 
Penrose in his cell at Glasgow’s 
HM Barlinnie Prison last 
Thursday was expected to 
appear before Glasgow Sheriff 
Court this week.

The fellow prisoner, aged 
22, appeared in private at the 
court last Friday and made no 
plea or declaration before being 
remanded for full committal 
this week.

Colin, who was 22 years old, 
had been released after serving 
a sentence for sexual offences 
but had been recalled to prison 
after committing another 
offence while on licence.

travelling the world on board the 
iconic vessel.

Oban and North Lorn 
Councillor Elaine Robertson, 
who sits on a multi-agency 
group tasked with attracting 
more cruise ships, said bringing 
in more tourists by sea was key 
to the area’s economic growth.

it will be extremely exciting for 
Oban,’ she said. ‘To have vessels 
like that come here would be 
amazing.

‘We have to be as prepared as 
we can and that means enhancing 
the area passengers will arrive 
in. We have already put things in 
place for this summer. 

what people can do in Oban in a 
day, we already have a welcome 

banner and more attractive Heras 
fencing, as well as an information 
unit that can be manned by 
volunteer ambassadors.

‘It is extremely important to 
get this right. We are not going 
to get every passenger to stay in 
Oban, because they book a lot of 
their tours before they even get 
on the ship. This is for the long 
term. 

‘We want people to come here, 
have a good experience and have 

come back for a holiday.
‘We have got to grow Oban and 

this is one way to do that.’
Cruise ships visits make up part 

of Argyll and Bute Community 
Planning Partnership’s Single 
Outcome Agreement for 2013 
- 2023 and the redevelopment 

of the North Pier is seen as an 
opportunity to help meet these 
aims.

Martin Gorringe, the council’s 
marine operations manager, 

discussions with the owners of 
both these ships, but nothing has 
been decided as yet. 

‘The council is a member of 
Cruise Scotland and is actively 
involved in promoting Argyll 
and Bute as a destination. We 
regularly advertise, and have 
a presence at trade shows in 
Europe and the USA.

‘We are working to develop the 
cruise market and to increase the 
number of cruise ships calling 
at all the key ports in Argyll 
and Bute, with a target of 35 
annually.’ 

TWO PRIMARY school girls showed their 
entrepreneurial acumen and community spirit in 
equal measure as they raised £1,000 for a disability 
charity that supports two of their classmates.

Pupils at Benderloch’s Lochnell Primary School, 
Eilid MacPherson, nine, and 10-year-old Freya 
MacKechnie, decided to organise a fundraising 
day at the village’s Victory Hall to aid Riding for 
the Disabled.

The girls had learnt about the charity from two 
boys who attend the riding and carriage driving 
sessions provided by the charity.

And in a scene similar to a task on the BBC’s 
Apprentice programme, the girls could be seen 
delegating and organising last Saturday, ensuring 

their day went without a hitch. Raising money in 
any way they could, the girls put a modern spin 
on traditional fundraisers and after being told it 

Victory Hall car park, decided to offer people a 
ride on a rocking horse instead.

Freya’s mother, Bel Cameron, said: ‘The 
delegation seemed to come easily to them and they 
were happy to ask people for help.

‘Eilid even took the leftover baking to church the 
following day to sell it there.

‘They were shocked at how much money they 
have raised but they worked really hard and did 
a lot of the baking themselves - the state of my 
kitchen is proof of that!’

Eilid MacPherson, left, and Freya MacKechnie supported Riding for the Disabled at a fundraising 
day they organised. 16_t13rda01

average for that time of year. 

weather-related landslides 
this winter at the Rest and be 
Thankful, Butter Bridge and 
Glen Kinglas. 

But the persistent downpour 
has not affected tourists or locals 
who are, seemingly, just getting 
on with it. 

Following the success of last 
year’s Oban Winter Festival, 
Linda Battison, chairwoman 

for Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association, said: ‘There has 
been no adverse effects to 
tourism at all – no one comes 
to Oban in winter expecting 
sunshine.’ 

Families and tourists look to 
indoor attractions in the wetter 
months and the community-run 
Oban Phoenix Cinema has seen 
its footfall rise to around 1,000 
per week.

However, Argyll’s sports 

Oban sails closer to 
welcoming world 
famous cruise ships 

Mickey Heads was named Global 
Distillery Manager of the Year for his 

work at Ardbeg in Islay. 

Global award for Islay distillery manager

A SHARE offer in the Islay 
Community Wind Project, 
which closes at the end of this 
month, has already raised more 
than £420,000 since the start of 
the year.

And Islay Energy Trust, which 
is leading the wind turbine 
project, says 80 per cent of 
investment has come from 
islanders. 

The project cost is around 
£750,000 and it was anticipated 
the share offer could raise 

Attempted murder 
charge

Oban social
worker honoured 
at awards
AN OBAN social worker has 
been recognised for her work at 
a national awards ceremony. 

Rhoda Harper of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Children and 
Families Team was named 
social worker of the year 
by Scotland’s children and 
young people minister Aileen 
Campbell at a reception in 
Edinburgh. 

The council’s policy lead for 
children and families, council-
lor Mary Jean Devon, said: ‘We 
are very proud of Rhoda. This is 
a marvellous achievement and 
indicative of the high calibre of 
social work employees working 
in Argyll and Bute. Rhoda 
showed leadership and guidance 
when asked to take on the role 
of acting team leader to help 
a neighbouring team through 
a period of major change and 

improvements in the quality of 
the service.

‘I offer Rhoda my heartfelt 
congratulations and wish her 
well in her continuing career 
with Argyll and Bute Council.’

Girls’ efforts see charity 
canter off with £1,000  

teams have been impacted by the 
weather. Players with Taynuilt 
Shinty Club have had no pre-
season matches and last week’s 
game against Kilmory was just 
the latest to be cancelled because 
of the rain. The team has not yet 
played a home game this year.

Team manager Davie Thomson 
said: ‘Our park is never prone to 

year.’
Farmers are also toughing out 

the bleak weather but prefer 
heavy rain to snow and ice. 

Dan McLaughlin, chairman of 
the Blackface Sheep Breeders 
Association says his concern 
will rise if the rain continues 
into the coming months. 

He added: ‘The weather 
becomes more important as we 
move towards lambing season in 
April.’

around £300,000 towards the 
total cost, the rest being made up 
with borrowed funding.

MacLellan says the current 
total is beyond expectations and 
continues to rise as the deadline 
of March 31 approaches.

She said: ‘This is an excellent 
amount of money and it is 
trickling in every day.

‘We are in the process of 
requesting additional funding 
but the more we raise through 

the share offer, the less interest 
we pay to the bank.

‘To have 80 per cent of the 
investment come from islanders 
is a great show of support 
locally.’

The construction and 
maintenance of the turbine on 
Scottish Natural Heritage land 
at Castlehill, will be carried out 
by Enercon.

It is envisaged the turbine will 
be producing energy by early 
November this year.

Islanders back wind project share offer

Wettest winter since records began

A 32-YEAR-old man appeared in 
private at Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court on Monday, charged with 
assault to severe injury, danger 
to life and attempted murder in 
relation to an incident in Port 
Ellen, Islay at the weekend. 

The man made no plea or 
declaration and the case was 
continued for further examina-
tion. He was released on bail.
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A LEAKY roof threatening one 
of Scotland’s most picturesque 
churches has inspired a plan to 
raise £1million to bring the Loch 
Awe-side building up to scratch.

The newly-formed Friends 
of St Conan’s Kirk are busy 
formulating the plan that will 
save the Lochawe church, built 
by Walter Douglas Campbell in 
the early 1900s, and say making 
full use of the building is key to 
its future.

Among the plans to raise the 
cash required for the renovation 
of the church is to increase 
the number of concerts and 
musical events held there, 
better promoting of the building 
as a tourist destination and 
encouraging more visitors to 
donate towards the repair fund.

The friends’ Ian Craig said: 
‘Basically, the building is 
in trouble. It needs around 
£1million of work done to it and 
we’re setting out to try and get 
that money.

‘I don’t think we can raise the 
whole £1million ourselves, but  
I think we can help in certain 
ways.

‘In particular, we are looking 
at increasing the use of the 
building for things such as 
concerts; we need to be able to 
raise the money naturally as well 
as through our efforts.’

The problem is the composition 

A KEY alteration has been 
made to plans for a new septic 
tank in Port Appin after Scottish 
Water responded to community 
pressure.

The water agency has been 
praised for its willingness to 
listen to residents who claimed 
initial plans for its Waste Water 
Treatment Facility would 
seriously harm the picturesque 

THE FIRST steps have been taken 
towards a revolutionary new power 
storage system on Eigg. 

Williams Advanced Engineering, the 
company behind the Williams Formula 
1 racing team, chose the isle as one 

storage (FES) device.
Engineers were on Eigg on Monday to 

attach data loggers to the island’s own 
electricity grid to measure voltage.

The FES device works by accelerating 

to hold electricity and slows down to 
release it when required and will make 
the isle’s current £100,000 bank of 
batteries last longer. 

Activity
Andrew Goodwin, senior applications 

engineer for Williams Advanced 
Engineering, said: ‘It’s like a small 
computer that will be connected to the 
grid and log all of its activity. 

‘It will give us a better idea of how 
our technology is going to work with 
the system already in place.’

Since 2008, power for the Eigg’s 
90 residents has been generated from 
small-scale wind, solar and hydro 
schemes and distributed through the 
island’s own electricity grid but the 
power stored by the new rotating device 
will kick in when electricity output is 
low, such as when the solar panels don’t 
work at night, the hydro schemes have 
no water or wind turbines don’t turn on 
a still day.

The FES system itself will be installed 
in late summer.  

Body identified as 
missing hillwalker
body of a man found on Harris 
last week is that of missing 
hillwalker Edward ‘Ted’ 
Jackson.

Mr Jackson, 55, from Preston, 
was reported missing by Harris 
Hotel staff on Sunday March 16. 
Searchers discovered his body 
in a gully on Sgaoth Aird, North 
Harris, at noon the following 
day.

House damaged
DAMAGE was caused to an 
unoccupied house in Spean 
Bridge sometime between 3pm 
on Wednesday March 19 and 
3pm the following day.

Anyone with information 
should contact police on 101.

A FISH farmer from Lochaber 
is travelling to Singapore to 
showcase the best of Scottish 
farmed salmon at Asia’s premier 
gourmet food exhibition.

Steve Bracken will take part 
in demonstrations and tastings 
at the World Gourmet Summit, 
working with celebrated 
chef Roy Brett from Ondine 
Restaurant in Edinburgh.

Mr Bracken, business support 
manager at Marine Harvest 
Scotland, was invited to attend  
by the Scottish Seafood Col-
laborative Group, which aims 

seafood products across Asia 
and build links with Michelin-
starred chefs.

Mr Bracken said: ‘It’s a great 
honour to have been asked to 
participate. There is a huge 
potential market across Asia 
and this is an opportunity to 
present our farmed salmon as a 
gourmet product of outstanding 
quality.’

Thousands of people attend 
the March 26-April 5 exhibi-
tion, which also attracts more 
than a hundred food journalists 
from across Asia.

THE NEW £42 million CalMac ferry 
for the Stornoway-Ullapool route has 
been launched at a German shipyard.

The 116-metre MV Loch Seaforth

her godmother Joan Murray, the eldest 
daughter of the late John Smith, captain 
of the original MV Loch Seaforth
- the MacBrayne mailboat that linked 
Stornoway with Mallaig and Kyle of 
Lochalsh from 1947 until 1972.

A specially labelled version of 
Gordon and McPhail single malt 
whisky was smashed against the 

vessel’s bow to send her down the 
slipway. Tugs manoeuvred the boat to 

where pre-fabricated decks made at 
Gdansk in Poland will be put in place 
on the superstructure.

Sea trials
Over the coming months, engines 

followed by harbour and sea trials. 
Completion is scheduled for late 
summer 2014. 

When the MV Loch Seaforth goes 
into service this summer she will 

be capable of operating 24 hours a 
day and will have capacity for up to 
700 passengers and 143 cars or 20 
commercial vehicles. 

Brian Fulton, operations director 
of CalMac, said: ‘She is looking very 
impressive. We at CalMac cannot wait 
to have the MV Loch Seaforth join 

welcome addition.’
Transport Minister Keith Brown said: 

‘I am sure the vessel will serve the 
future needs of all local users and the 
many visitors to the Western Isles.’

New bid to resolve 
Skye path dispute
A NEW attempt to resolve 
a long-running dispute over 
public access to a path in south 
Skye will be made next month.

People have frequently com-
plained to Skye and Lochalsh 
Access Forum that the owners 
of Ord House near Tarskavaig 
in Sleat are locking gates to 
the well-used track near the 
property.

Now forum members have 
invited complainers and the 
landowner to make their case at 
an inspection meeting on site on 
April 10.

The forum will discuss the 
issue at the council service 
point in Broadford following the 
10.30am site visit.

St Conan’s Kirk and, inset, Ian Craig examines some of the damage done by the leaky roof at the church. 15_t13conan1 and inset 15_t13conan6

Work starts on new Eigg power project 

of the roof, which is corroding 
because of the combination of 
materials used in its construction 
deteriorating, causing a chemical 
reaction.

That has not only caused 
several puddles to form in the 
church during the rain, but 
several stone areas have been 
discoloured as a result. 

St Conan’s Kirk itself was 

itself has a longer history - the 
original church was built there 
in the early 1800s.

Walter Douglas Campbell was 
a unique architect, choosing 
to blend a series of styles and 
conventions when designing 
the building, making it one of 
the most interesting kirks in 
Scotland. It is also littered with 
artefacts with new interpretation 
signs bringing more detail to the 
cloister, carved memorials and 
displays. Ian said it was worth 
saving. He added: ‘This is a real 
treasure trove and it is time we 
got the building into a decent 
state of repair. 

‘If we can increase attendances 
to the church, we can help save 
it. We are really looking for 
people to become a ‘friend’ and 
get involved with events and 
help with what we’ve got going 
on. Of course, we want to raise 
money, but we need people to 
help us do that.’

Friends of St Conan’s Kirk 
outline plan to save church

view out towards Lismore 
lighthouse.

The community asked Scottish 
Water to revise its proposals and 
the new plans were presented to 
residents in Port Appin Village 
Hall last Wednesday.

Port Appin resident Dr Iain 
McNicol said: ‘Everyone I spoke 
to thought the new plan was a 
vast improvement and the best 

outcome we could have hoped 
for. They [Scottish Water] 
have listened to us and come 
up with something different. 
The meeting seemed to be very 
positive.’ 

Initial proposals would have 
seen the outfall pipe visible for 
280 metres across an exposed 
area known as Camas a’ Brathais. 
Under the revised proposals, 

which will soon be the subject 
of a planning application, the 
outfall pipe will go underground 
around the shoreline before 
coming out at the low water mark 
of Loch Linnhe, revealing only 
80 metres of the outfall pipe.

The new, larger tank is 
necessary to improve the quality 

discharged into the loch and, if 

planning permission is given, 
the work could be completed by 
the end of the summer.

Oban North and Lorn 
Councillor Elaine Robertson 
and Appin Community 
Council chairwoman Alison 
MacCorquodale admitted such 
community consultations can 
often be met with apathy but 
both praised Scottish Water for 

reacting to community concern.
Ms MacCorquodale said: ‘I 

was surprised that Scottish 
Water took those comments on 
board but they have listened to 
us and said that this can be an 
example to other communities.’

Councillor Robertson added: 
‘I am delighted that Scottish 
Water came back with a scheme 
that is vastly improved and this 

says something for community 
power. When communities get 
a result like this, it makes the 
consultations very worthwhile.’

A Scottish Water spokesman 
said: ‘We were very pleased to 
have the opportunity to discuss 
our plans with customers, and 
look forward to continuing to 
work with the community going 
forward.’

Port Appin delight as Scottish Water listens  

Steve Bracken: Singapore-
bound. 

SECOND year pupils at 
Castlebay High School are 
celebrating after scooping the 
FilmG Theme Award for their 
black comedy, ‘An Càirdeas 
Carach’ (The Fickle Friendship).

Organised by MG Alba, the 
Film G Awards celebrate the 
language as well as giving a 

to develop their talent.

the story of Sorcha, who seeks 
revenge when her friend starts 
seeing her ex-boyfriend.

For their efforts, they picked 
up a cheque for £700, which 

equipment for the school.
Head teacher Anne MacLean 

said: ‘We are very proud of 
our pupils’ achievement. It is 
wonderful to see the wealth of 
talent we have in our school.’

Barra’s award winning pupils with John Norman Macleod, right, and Professor Boyd 
Robertson from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, sponsors of the FilmG Gaelic Prize.

The MV Loch Seaforth being pulled by tugs to her fitting-out berth at the Flensburg yard.

Lochaber fish 
farmer showcases 
Scottish salmon    
in Asia 

Councillor’s new 
role with ACHA
A COUNCILLOR from Oban 
has been appointed secretary 
of Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA). 

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
has served as a nominee of 
Argyll and Bute Council on 
ACHA’s board for a number of 
years. Chairman Mike Brown 
said he welcomed Councillor 
McCuish and believes he has 
a committed interest in the 
provision of affordable housing. 
Councillor McCuish said: ‘Af-
fordable housing is key to the 
social, economic and regenera-
tion fabric of Argyll and Bute. 
I look forward to working with 
fellow board members and 
the staff of the association in 
driving forward our investment, 
new build and housing services 
agenda in the future.’ 

New £42m CalMac ferry launched in Germany

£1m needed to bring 
building up to scratch
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In which year did The Run-Rig Dance Band
play their first ever gig?

PARTY ON THE MOOR

LORN Garden Club members and guests gathered and had 
the chance to hear a talk from an owner of Glenarn Garden, 
Helensburgh.

Sue Thornley, who took on the garden with her husband 
Mike over 30 years ago have restored and developed 
the plot, coping along the way with storms that felled  
established trees. Members of the club were inspired by 
pictures Sue showed them of the recovered garden with 

of magnolia, narcissus and crocus. 
The next meeting will be April 15 which will be the club’s 

AGM and Members Night and there will be a plant and seed 
swap.

PARENTS campaigning against 
changes to school transport in the 
Glenorchy area will meet with 
Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell and local politicians to 
state their case for change.

A questionnaire circulated by 
parents of children in Dalmally, 
Lochawe and Stronmilchan 
has shown an overwhelming 
opposition to the plan, which 
will see Oban High School pupils 
from those areas travel to Oban 
by train, rather than by bus.

An increase in the number 
of trains travelling between 

A VAN driver perched on top of 
his vehicle to wait for help after 
crashing into Saulmore Bay, 
Loch Etive.

The man, who is now being 

for alleged dangerous driving, 
is believed to have lost control 
of his vehicle and left the A85 
between Saulmore and Connel 
at around 10.55 last Friday.

THE MEDALS, including a 
Military Cross, won by a little-
known Oban pilot from World 
War One were due to go up for 
auction yesterday (Wednesday) 
in London.

Too late, unfortunately, for 
a plea by one Oban fan for the 
medals and an inscribed gold pen 
from the ‘grateful inhabitants’ 
of Oban, to be displayed in the 
town instead.

Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlander Lieutenant John 
Henry Cooper, nicknamed 
‘Hootsmon’ after a favourite 
exclamation, was awarded 
the Military Cross (MC) in 
November 1917 for  ‘conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty’, 
including bombing an enemy 

lines in thick mist and bombing 
a factory. 

His machine was badly hit in 
the process and returned with 

bad weather conditions.
 Later, in the course of three 

infantry from a low altitude. 
The inscribed MC along with 

British War, Victory, Defence 
and War medals, were being 
auctioned by Dix Noonan Webb, 

AN OBAN man, with a number 
of court convictions including 
supply and possession of drugs, 
has terminated his tenancy with 
a social housing landlord just as 
a hearing for his eviction was 
due.

The man, in his late 20s, was 
facing a hearing granted to 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association for the recovery of 
the tenancy of his Soroba Road 

drug dealing.
Alastair MacGregor, ACHA 

chief executive, said: ‘I can only 
assume our former tenant, in full 

Lorn Lines
OBAN Speakers Club held 

season and disappointment 
was in the air as a founding 
member of the club announced 
his retirement.  

Donnie Graham, who has 
completed 50 years as a 
member of the club, tendered 

his resignation and was 
congratulated by well-wishers 
on the night. 

Speakers on the night were 
Willie Melville, Bill Leech 
and Tom Clegg and their 
critics, Eamonn Arthur, 
Martin Wilson and Nick 
Maclean. 

THE FINAL night of the Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club 
will be held next Thursday, with the Robert Whitehead 
Band.

Organisers are encouraging box players and dance band 
supporters from around the area to attend, as they seek to 
give more people the opportunity to play. Anyone is welcome 
to give a tune on the night. The club will meet in the Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls, starting at 7.30pm.

MEMBERS of the Oban 
Photographic Club snapped 
more than 30 sport-themed 
photographs for the last 
competition of the winter 
season. 

Photographer Kevin 
McGlynn, whose work 
features regularly in local and 
national press, was tasked 
with judging the competition.

First place winners were 
Hugh Wilson, who submitted 
a print photograph and Eric 

Shaw who produced a digital 
sports image. 

Nina Robertson enjoyed 
a great success as her print 
photographs won second and 
third place.

Bob McCulloch and Bill 
Grant were runners up in 
second and third place with 
their digital sports image.

Kevin donated a striking 
trophy to Eric and the main 
winners were recipients of gift 
vouchers.

The van driver perches on the roof of his van as help arrives. 

Glasgow and Oban, beginning 
this summer, will allow for 
the changes, scheduled for this 
August.

But parents have highlighted 
safety concerns and the added 
time to the school day as the main 
reasons for their objections.

Their voices will be heard 
at a meeting for invited 
representatives in Dalmally next 
Friday.

Stating her claim that the 
status quo should be retained, 
parent Susan McLaughlin told 
The Oban Times: ‘We’ve got a 

service we are incredibly happy 
with. It picks children up in a 
fair and just manner and treats 
people here with the same degree 
of respect as those in Oban.
With what they [the council] are 
doing, there is a political force 
behind helping to keep the train 
service viable. 

‘We are expected to have sub-

economy in Oban.’
Mrs McLaughlin, whose 

questionnaire shows that only 
two out of 25 parents of children 
using the school bus as of August 

this year, cited the example of 
one woman in Lochawe, a single 
parent with three children.

‘She has one child at high 
school, one at primary school 
and a toddler. 

‘She will have to leave her 
home at 7.25am to walk with her 
children to get her oldest child to 
the station and be back in time 
to put the primary school child 
on the bus. This is causing havoc 
with people’s lives.

‘The parents in Loch Awe have 
been given the option of putting 
their kids on the sweeper bus but 

last off, adding an hour to their 
already long day. The whole 
thing is shambolic.’

However, it is understood a 
majority of parents in the other 
villages affected, Connel and 
Taynuilt, are happy with the 
changes.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said the 
changes had been supported 
by the full council. She added: 
‘The enhanced train service 

to all the communities it will 

serve. For school pupils, as 
well as providing a safe way of 
travelling to school, it will allow 
participation in extra-curricular 
activities – an important part of 
the Curriculum for Excellence. 

‘The later services will 
also open up opportunities 
for after-school and weekend 
employment. 

‘The provision of seasonal 
rail tickets means that students 
can travel from their designated 
train station in and out of Oban 
on any service for free during 
the school session.’

knowledge of the association’s 
recent successes in recovery of 
possession actions involving 
drugs, knew the game was up 
and took the decision not to 
defend the action.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
elected member of ACHA for 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles, added: 
‘Once again, ACHA has shown 
it will not tolerate any form of 
drug dealing from its proper-
ties.’

He added that it gave tenants 

drug dealing activity, knowing it 
would be fully investigated.

Glenorchy parents step up 
school transport protest

at a value of £4,000-5,000. On 
discovering the medals and gold 
fountain pen were to be sold, 
Michael Nicolson of Combie 
Street contacted The Oban 
Times.

‘This man was a WW I pilot of 
incredible courage and bravery 
from Oban who was awarded the 
Military Cross for conspicuous 
gallantry, who was revered 
by his fellow pilots for his raw 
courage and death defying 

conditions deemed hopeless for 

with an inscribed gold fountain 
pen by the people of Oban on his 
return,’ he said.

Mr Nicolson asked why more 
was not known about this ‘hero’ 
and why the medals were to be 
auctioned when ‘they should be 
here on display with this man’s 
history’.

‘I feel a sense of shame to come 
from a town with such disregard 
for those that served, both those 
posted here and those from here,’ 
he added.

John Macpherson of Oban War 
and Peace Museum said he was 
not aware of the Great War hero, 
although he said there might be 
a photo or documents among the 
museum’s archives.

The van, which was heading 

feet of water.
Fortunately, a Fast Water 

Rescue Boat from Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue had been 
training nearby in Ardmucknish 
Bay and was informed by the 
Oban coastguard about the 
incident. 

The boat was able to get to 

the man immediately and take 
him ashore where an ambulance 
took him to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, although he suffered 
no serious injuries. 

Closed
Police closed the road for about 

an hour after the incident.
Oban Fire Station commander 

Martin Hill said: ‘This is a clear 

Oban man terminates ACHA 
tenancy before eviction hearing

in partnership with our fellow 
emergency services to protect 
the public.

‘Operating on information 
supplied the coastguard and in 
conjunction with our ambulance 
and police colleagues, our crews 
from Oban Community Fire 
Station and our swift water 
rescue team ensured the motorist 
was brought to safety.’

Loch crash driver left perching on roof

Oban war hero’s 
medal collection 
is auctioned off
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HIGHLAND Council is stepping 
up efforts to attract more bids to its 
£1 million Community Challenge 
Fund after just three projects were 

To generate more interest the 
council will promote the fund at 
area committees and ward forums, 
as well as providing more support to 

The fund’s criteria will also be 
widened to include local projects 
targeting rural deprivation and 

Schemes aimed at reducing 
fuel poverty and supporting 
employability, including through 

To qualify, applicants must 
demonstrate they can run a service 

currently provided by Highland 
Council at no extra cost while 

far include Fort Augustus and 
Glenmoriston Community Company, 
which is now operating its own 
street cleansing, winter gritting of 
footpaths and grounds maintenance 

Kyle and Lochalsh Community 
Trust, meanwhile, is to take over 
running the pontoons and public 

actively working on their business 

community groups and social 
enterprises are invited to express 
their interest via a one-page form on 

Cash boost for 
groups and 
projects
LOCHABER councillors 
handed out almost £16,000 to 
local groups and projects at 
their business meeting in Fort 

Funding bids approved were:  
Mallaig indoor bowling club 
– championship attendance 
£400; West Highland Museum 

Corpach in Colour – display 

Trust – path cost - £2,000; 
Acharacle Community 
Company – contribution 
to new vehicle - £4,000; 
Ardnamurchan lighthouse 
– survey for upgrading works 

Association – marina/deep 

Sea Cadets – equipment 

Square project – community 
art work production - £490; 
Scottish Ambulance Service 

Ballachulish Primary School 

appears to be thriving in its west 
Highland stronghold, a survey has 

The chequered skipper became extinct 
in England in 1976 and now only occurs 
in the UK within a 30-mile radius of Fort 

Conservation Scotland (BCS) and Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee found 
the insect was much more widespread 

The discovery came after BCS asked 
the public to log sightings in a hundred 
1km squares with habitat predicted to 

the chequered skipper was found in 
48 new squares - increasing its known 

time at the far west end of Loch Arkaig, 
Glen Etive, around Acharacle, Loch 

The results were unveiled at BCS’s 
annual Spring Recorders Gathering in 

LOCHABER and District Canine Society has 
scored a major public health success after it 
signed up well more than 100 people to Highland 

Under the initiative, responsible dog owners 
pick up after their pets and dump the waste in 
bins to keep paths and parks clean and disease 

People who allow their dogs to foul public 

The club joined the scheme last June and 
since then has been handing out poop bags, dog 
collars, lanyards, wristbands and ‘I have signed 

member Lynne Young said: ‘We have now 

has surpassed all our expectations and shows the 
support from both club members and Lochaber 

Ms Young urged more people to sign the pledge 

She added: ‘All we then ask of you is to offer a 
poop bag to any dog owner you see that may not 

Anyone interested in signing the pledge can 

Fort William Post 
Office to open       
on Sundays

The High Street branch inside 
WH Smith will be open from 
12-4pm from April 6, in line 

The stationery shop is open 
on a Sunday from April to 

year the postal service will also 

John Dutton, head of Post 

said: ‘We want to make it as 
easy as possible for customers 

‘More and more of our 
branches are opening for 
longer and we’re delighted that 
customers can now visit our 
Fort William branch seven days 

Fort William Community 
Council chairman Neil Clark 

He said: ‘It’s excellent news, 
anything that’s going to keep 
the High Street alive has my 

going to struggle against online 
so anything that brings people 
back to the street should be 

Morvern Lines

A NEW community trust is to 
be formed to ensure Ardchattan 
Primary School is available for 
events after it is mothballed in 

At a busy meeting in the 
Bonawe schoolhouse last week, 
residents of the village vowed 
to keep the building available 
for celebrations and gatherings 
throughout the year, agreeing 
to form a voluntary group to 

Social landlord Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association 
(ACHA) also attended the 
meeting, with chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor pledging 

Lorry driver fined 
after A85 crash
a lorry driver from Perth up 
before Oban Sheriff Court last 

Jaroslaw Adam Holc, of 9 
Castle View, admitted driving at 
speed on the road at its junction 
with the A819 road to Inveraray 

A vehicle was waiting to 

another car behind it, when a 
laundry delivery lorry driven by 
Holc went into the back of the 
second car, causing it to hit the 

Both cars were damaged 
and one of the people involved 
needed to spend a night in 

Holc told police after the 

him £360 and endorsed his 

primary in Argyll to be presented with a 
Game on Scotland plaque in recognition of 

Sports minister Shona Robinson visited 
the school recently to hand over the award 

and meet some of the pupils involved in 

Meanwhile, the school has been put forward 

Gillian Carney said: ‘The School Sport 
Award is an excellent way of recognising the 

many challenges faced when playing sport 
and of inspiring sportsmen and women of 

to use in order to continuously improve the 
delivery of effective physical education, 

From left, Park Primary School head teacher Gillian Carney, P7 pupils Fergus MacLachlan and Aimee Butler, sports minister Shona 
Robison, P7 pupil Ella MacKechnie, active schools co-ordinator Karen MacCorquodale and P7 pupil Sam Coates at the presentation of 

the Game on Scotland award.

Council seeks more community challenge fund bids 

ALTHOUGH the subject is hardly mentioned nowadays, there 
was a time when the ‘second sight’ was a popular topic of 
conversation in Morvern and elsewhere in the Highlands and 

The Rev John Gregorson Campbell, the well known 19th 
century folklorist from Kingairloch, described it as being vis-
ible only to certain people - allowing them to see the ghosts of 

Often before, during, and after a death, something unusual or 

Ian Mackinnon, Kilmelford, who was born and brought up 
on Jura and has a wonderful fund of stories and lore about the 
island, told me of an incident that occurred when a head stalker, 

On the day of his funeral, which happened during the 
summer, many friends and colleagues had gathered at the 
ancient burial ground of Cill Earndail near Craighouse to bid 

As the cortege arrived a hind was seen running down the hill 

on a nearby knoll watching the proceedings without any sign 

Although deer are common on Jura, the hind’s presence at that 
time of the year, and so close to habitation, was considered very 
unusual by all who saw her and for long afterwards the event 

THERE were at least two families in Morvern who had the 

One, a gentleman in his mid-70s who died more than 30 
years ago, told me that on the eve of the death of a relative or 
friend, he would dream that he was standing on an elevated spot 
overlooking the Sound of Mull and in the distance he would 
see an open black boat coming towards him between Mull and 

As it came closer he would recognise one of the passengers 
just before the boat disappeared from sight into the land beneath 

His sister recalled as a young girl in the 1920s, sitting on a 
wall at the roadside near the old mill at Drimnin along with 
some of her siblings and seeing three large black dogs, which 
she described as looking like Labradors with gold collars round 
their necks, pass on the opposite side of the road and then 

She was adamant about their presence, saying she knew what 

some other people and asked if they had seen the dogs, but they 

That evening their mother said she had heard ‘heavy noises’ 

three sisters from Carn na Caillich, a settlement near Kil-
lundine, which was several miles away, died and were buried in 

The same informant told me she worked as a maid in the 

death his daughter asked her to accompany her on a walk in the 

On coming in sight of a garden shed she suddenly exclaimed, 

could see nothing until she grasped the daughter’s arm and only 

On the hill above Corran Ferry on the Ardgour side of Loch 

There is a prophecy that the Macleans will own Ardgour 
(which they received from the Lords of the Isles in 1412) until 

This certainly occurred when Catriona, 17th chief of the 

buried in the old family graveyard near the foot of the ‘Towel’, 

A similar prophecy surrounds the death of the owners of 
Inverailort Estate when the burn running over the face of 

The late Mrs Cameron-Head of Inverailort always kept 
her funeral hats on the head of a stuffed fox in the hall of 

their coat of arms, on account of them appearing when any of 

The prophecy also says that no Laird of Inverailort ‘would 

The stuffed fox in the hall of Inverailort Castle with Mrs 
Cameron-Head’s funeral hat. 

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

Villagers vow to keep 
school building in use

his support to the community by 
saying he will support moves to 
attract more young families into 

After the plan was agreed, 
Jacqui Mclarty, the school’s 
head teacher, told the busy meet-
ing: ‘I would like to thank you 
very much indeed and it’s very 
nice for the school to feel that 
the community is behind us so 

The meeting heard the school 
will be mothballed for a mini-
mum of three years before the 
council would consider closing 
the building, although the 
mothballing would be reversed 

the moment there were children 
in the area registered to attend 

Closure would only be consid-
ered if there was no likelihood of 

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said the council would be keen to 
support the community in using 
the school as a venue for events, 
with community services direc-
tor Cleland Sneddon ‘open to the 

She added: ‘I would say any 
charge for use would be nominal 
as the building would have to 
be kept wind and watertight 

‘The council is very aware of 
the ‘rurality’ of Bonawe and they 

A note of intent will be sent to 
the council as soon as possible, 
with the subject to be raised 
at the April 24 meeting of the 

Alastair MacGregor added: 
‘I’m here to reiterate the as-
sociation’s position that we will 
support this community to try 

‘The issues present in rural 
communities in Argyll need 
joined up thinking with housing 
and we think it’s important to 

young families to occupy two 
new homes it is building there, 
one family with a young girl and 
boy is already set to move in to 
a recently vacated house in the 

take place to see if the vacant 
three-bedroom house attached 
to the school can be adopted 
by ACHA from the council and 

Mr MacGregor said: ‘If the 
council wanted to work with us 
to arrange a lease or transfer of 
the house, they would be push-

Lochaber and District Canine Society members have signed up 133 people to the Green Dog Walker 
scheme. 

Dr Tom Prescott said: ‘The survey has 
been a marvellous success and shows 
what can be achieved by encouraging the 

the model and that such an approach may 
be a useful technique to help determine 
the true distribution of other under-

BCS is planning to repeat the survey 

usually on the wing from mid-May until 

sunny days, even during brief spells of 
sunshine, feeding on nectar, particularly 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

The chequered skipper: more common 
than previously thought.

Canine group turns dog walkers green

Park school’s sporting achievements rewarded

west Highalnd stronghold

Boarding School Information Days
Caledonian Hotel, Oban, Fri 28th March, 12-7pm

Cairnbaan Hotel, Lochgilphead, Sat 29th March, 10-4pm 
Boarding at Lomond School offers an academic education that will stretch and 

extend your child to their full potential with a strong extra curricular programme 
of sport, music, drama and outdoor activity.

Come along and meet the team to discuss your child’s future.

T 01436 672 476 10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh
www.lomondschool.com

Lomond School is a co-educational HMC Independent School.
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A RETIRING Oban art teacher 
is so impressed by achievements 
of her former star pupils that she 
plans to exhibit their work in the 
town as a parting gift.

Val Hamilton, who has taught 
at Oban High School since 1979, 
has been busy contacting tal-
ented former art pupils all over 
the world to help her lay on one 

exhibitions seen in Oban.
‘It is a project I have always 

wanted to do and I’m using my 
retirement as an excuse,’ said 
Val, who retires in June.

‘Some people say they would 
like a gold watch, or golf clubs 
for their retirement - I just 
wanted an exhibition.’

Around 40 former art pupils 
have already added their sup-
port, including Jenny Soep,  a 
digital drawing freelance artist 
now based in Sweden; Mary 
Buchanan, who works at The 
Lighthouse in Glasgow; pro-
ducer and director David Stod-
dart; Professor Tracy Mackenna, 
chairwoman of Contemporary 

seized by Argyll and Bute Council. 

around Barra were headed for Hong Kong when the vehicle 
was intercepted by environmental health at Oban ferry 
terminal. 

This batch was destroyed following an order from a Justice 
of the Peace Court. 

Argyll and Bute councillor and policy lead for protective 

for human consumption should be harvested from approved 
waters and be accompanied by the appropriate documenta-

landing mackerel and herring in Peterhead over three years. 
Father and son John and Michael Macleod from Barra were 

A MAN who was convicted of two acts of public indecency 
has been removed from the sex offenders’ register 
following a review by the sheriff overseeing the case.

Steven McColl, aged 53, from Bridge of Orchy, had 
admitted the offences at Oban Sheriff Court and was 
sentenced by Sheriff Douglas Small to a community 
payback order to run for 15 months. He was also placed 
on the sex offenders’ register at the time of sentencing and 
instructed to seek help for a post stress disorder.

However, Sheriff Small later reviewed his decision and 
decided not to place Mr McColl on the sex offenders’ 
register. 

AN OBAN man told the town’s sheriff court he acted in 
self-defence when he pushed his girlfriend away claiming 
she punched him in the head three times.

Gardens, had denied assaulting the woman by pushing her 
on the body, causing her to fall against a shelf; seizing her 
by the body, throwing her against a door frame, repeatedly 
kicking her on the body and repeatedly punching her on the 
head and seizing her by the throat.

Sheriff Douglas Small found the case not proven last 
week.

Oban High School teacher Val Hamilton with some of the artwork her former pupils have left 
behind from their school days. 16_t13val01

Campaigners 

freeze on       
Art Practice at Duncan of Jor-
danstone College of Art and 
Design, Dundee; and Val’s son 
Fraser, a jewellery designer in 
London.

Val, whose husband George 
also recently retired from teach-
ing art at Oban High, is also 
keen to highlight the success of 
the area’s aspiring artists and is 
hoping to include artwork from 
pupils currently at the school.

She added: ‘At Oban High 
School we have a successful 
pipe band and performing arts 
programme that people know 
about but we don’t hear much 
from the artists and designers.

‘I want to share that creativ-
ity with the people of Oban and 
show how these pupils have 
blossomed.

‘I’m hoping to get the senior 
school pupils involved in curat-

from seeing these role models.’
Val aims to open the exhibition 

on June 14 for two weeks within 
a vacant business premises in 
the town.

FIREFIGHTERS had to cut two men free from a car after a one-
vehicle crash near Spean Bridge. 

The pair were trapped in the rear of the car after it careered off 
-

mando Memorial, at around 1pm on Friday. 
Injuries were described as ‘not serious’ by police but one man 

was taken to Raigmore Hospital in Inverness for treatment. 
Another two people, the driver and front passenger, were able to 
get out of the vehicle unassisted. 

The road was blocked while the men were cut out of the vehicle 

A FORT William sub-sea 
training business has won 
a top accolade for its work 
in producing the next 
generation of divers for the 
oil and gas industry. 

The Underwater Centre 
won the ‘Working Together’ 

Offshore Achievement 
Awards in the Aberdeen 
Exhibition and Conference 
Centre last week. The 
centre was recognised after 

the Scottish Government’s 

energy skills challenge 
fund to offer diver training 
places at half the usual 
cost. The project, backed 
by Skills Development 
Scotland, aimed to address 
the industry skills shortage 
by re-training engineering, 
fabrication and construction 
workers as commercial 
divers. Underwater Centre 
general manager Steve Ham 
said: ‘It is really heartening 
to see that we are being 
recognised by our industry 
peers.’

Steve Ham from The Underwater Centre receives the 
award from comedian Sean Lock and Professor Rita 

Marcella, Dean of Aberdeen Business School, Robert 
Gordon University. 

Two men cut free from car

Assault case not proven

Man off sex offenders’ 
register following review

seized by council in Oban

Pupils’ work goes 
on show as teacher’s 
parting gift

CAMPAIGNERS calling for a 
reduction in whisky tax have 

in eight years.
Many had called for UK 

Chancellor George Osborne to 
cut the 79 per cent levy but he 
revealed that the duty would 

budget announced last week. 
Prior to the announcement 

Argyll and Bute’s MP Alan 
Reid branded the tax ‘grossly 
unfair’ and called upon fellow 
Liberal Democrats to lobby their 
Conservative coalition partners 
for a reduction but afterwards 
said he was ‘delighted’ with the 
freeze. 

He said: ‘I’m happy with the 
freeze, especially after years 
of increases. The industry 
campaigned for a freeze and 
that’s what it got. I’d hate to see 
people get happy news and put a 
dampener on it.’

Anthony Wills, managing 
director of Kilchoman Distillery 

on Islay, had campaigned against 
another rise.

He said: ‘As a local employer 
in the Scotch whisky industry I 
want people to be able to enjoy a 
dram responsibly without feeling 
like they can’t afford it.’

The chancellor also scrapped 
the alcohol duty escalator, which 
would have added a further four 
per cent to the price of whisky. 

Members of the Scottish 
Whisky Association were 
pleased with the announcement 
but say they don’t think it is 
enough. 

Rosemary Gallagher of the 
SWA said: ‘We were happy with 
the result. We campaigned for a 
freeze and for the escalator to 
be scrapped and that’s what we 
got but we think more should be 
done. 

‘In the long term we would like 
to see a complete reform in the 
way whisky is taxed to make it 
fairer because right now whisky 
has a much higher tax than 

other alcohol such as beer.’  The 
chancellor also revealed in his 
statement that he would provide 
start-up support to regional 
airports wishing to introduce 
new routes. Airports which 
carry less than three million 
passengers a year will be able 

He also said the two highest 
rates of Air Passenger Duty 
would be abolished meaning 

will no longer be charged extra. 
A Highlands and Islands 

Airports Ltd spokesperson 
said: ‘We welcome the UK 
government’s pledge. Airlines 
serving remote and regional 
airports face additional costs 
and the potential market is 
typically much smaller than at 
major airports so the risks are 
much greater. A regional start-
up fund that incentivises airlines 
to operate from smaller regional 
airports could in turn help boost 
local business and tourism.’
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KYLE Primary School held a 
baking competition and invited 
family to sample the results. 

The children were challenged 
to make cakes using Fairtrade 
ingredients and enjoyed a 
chocolate fountain with fairly 
sourced chocolate and fruit.

Adrianna Butler won the 
P1-4 group with her raspberry 
chocolate cupcakes while 

Daniel, Corin, Adrianna, Jenny and Daisy enjoy a Fairtrade 
chocolate fountain.

KYLE

Calum Thayer took the P5-7 
title for his carrot cake.

Kyle Primary raised £115 
which will be used for school 
resources to help teach the kids 
about Fairtrade and other issues 
affecting developing countries.

AUCHTERTYRE Primary 
School won three awards at a 
drama festival at Plockton High 
School.

Pupils in P6-7 performed 
‘The Fairy Godfather’ written 
by P7 pupil Caly Campbell as 
part of the Scottish Community 
Drama Association’s Highland 
division event. The children 
were presented with the David 
Nelson Cup for best junior 

These Auchtertyre Primary School P7 pupils playing Brutella and 
Brutellini, the Ugly Sisters, and Bobby Denaro, the Tax Deriver, 

were in the school team which won three awards at a drama 
festival for their play ‘The Fairy Godfather’. 

AUCHTERTYRE
play, the Adjudicator’s Award 
for Special Achievement and 
the Edward Nicol Trophy for 
ensemble playing.

Along with Loch Duich 
Primary, Auchtertyre pupils 
also performed the play in 
Dornie Hall to raise funds for 
the P6 trip to Abernethy, Perth.

repaired on the road to the north end 
of the Isle of Raasay.

South Arnish crofter Paul Camilli 

on his way to the Sconser ferry last 
Tuesday - but on his return from the 
mainland the same day was pleasantly 

had been partially repaired.
According to Paul, who works on 

the ferry, Highland Council sent over 
a load of tar and hired two local men 
to do the job, which was completed to 
a high standard.

He said: ‘You don’t have to employ 

a management consultant to realise 
that sending one man over at great 
expense to do a couple of hours work 
is lunacy when there are people on the 
island that will do a full day’s work, 
do it better and do it cheaper.’

Arnish man Calum MacLeod 
famously spent 10 years building 
part of the road single-handedly from 
1964 to connect his croft to the south 
part of the island.

Ever since then, the remote 
route has been known as Rathad 
Chaluim - Calum’s Road - and has 
been immortalised in a book, theatre 
and on TV.

Repaired: the road to Arnish on Raasay. Photograph by Paul Camilli.

Raasay crofter’s delight as 
Calum’s Road is repaired

A SCHOOL with just four pupils has received 
special praise from a Dalmally-based charity 
after raising £140 for the cause.

The four pupils at Ardchattan Primary School 
have been collecting small change in Mary’s 
Meals mugs over the past six weeks to help with 
the charity’s target of raising enough money to 
feed four hungry children for a year at its project 
in Malawi.

Headteacher, Jacqui McLarty, said: ‘Our target 

to feed four children in Malawi for a year. Kind 

donations from folk at the Burns Supper got us 
off to a good start and since then the change has 
been rolling in.

‘We had a big count up and our total is £141.85, 
more than three times our target! We’re delighted 
to be able to help more children go to school and 
have a good meal.’

Mary’s Meals sets up school feeding projects 
in impoverished countries where hunger and 
poverty prevent children from getting an 
education. It costs an average £12.20 for the 
charity to feed a child for a whole school year.

Ardchattan Primary School’s pupils celebrate reaching their target for Mary’s Meals. 

Pupils on target for Mary’s Meals

‘GROWING up on Lismore’ 
was an event at the heritage 
centre which invited islanders of 
all ages to swap their memories, 
photographs and even talk 
about their experiences in a real 
studio. 

The event was the work of 
Caroline Willis, Helen Crossan 
and Kiki MacColl of Liosbeag 
Café and it attracted people 
from on and off the island.

In the main exhibition room 
museum curators had projected 
photos of Lismore childhoods 
and mounted stands of images.

The library had been set up 
as a real television studio by 
Andy Crossan where Helen 
recorded the reminiscences of 

LISMORE Primary School 
now has a textile recycling bin 
as part of its eco schools and 
global citizenship commitment 
in association with www.
rag-bag.co.uk. 

It is located outside the school 
and the items collected will be 
sorted and shipped to Kenya to 
be sold at local markets. The 
school receives 50p for every 
kilogramme of textiles recycled.

They will accept all clothing; 
paired shoes - tied together; 
handbags; ties and belts; soft 
toys; blankets; underwear as 
well as towels and curtains. 
For further details contact the 
school. 

IN PREPARATION for the 
opening of the Lismore Gaelic 
Heritage centre for the season 
on April 1, the exhibition room 
and the toilets were spruced up 
by volunteers with paint kindly 
donated by Homebase. 

The upkeep of the centre is 
a huge job which goes on in 
tandem with running it, and 
it is entirely dependent on 
volunteers greatly assisted by 
such donations. 

This season will have two 
new displays under the heading 
Homecoming Lismore: the 
return of John MacDougall’s 
Gaelic bible from Minnesota 
and the return of crofters 

LISMORE

Iris MacColl, Archie MacGil-
livray, Alex McLean,  Duncan 
Livingstone, Bessie Kilmurray 
as well as Caroline, Frances and 
Mark Willis. 

In Liosbeag café, where Kiki 
provided an excellent buffet, 
tables were strewn with old 
photos which the company 
pored over while Bob Hay was 

request. 
The children were busy too 

and Katie MacDonald, Ealasaid 
MacLean, and Eve Lawrie 
wrote some imaginative stories.

Helen Crossan, Kiki MacColl and Caroline Willis, organisers of 
‘Growing up on Lismore’ event.

to the cleared townships of 
Baligrundle and Craignaich in 
1914. 

LISMORE Lumiere gave 
islanders another chance to go 
to the cinema without leaving 
the island when they showed 
‘Captain Phillips’ on March 14 
and ‘The Way Way Back’ on 
March 15. 

With the new, very large and 
sharp screen, bought with the 
hall’s grant from the Climate 
Challenge fund, it was possible 
to have a good view wherever 
people were seated. 

‘Captain Phillips’ is the 
true and terrifying story of 
the takeover of the Maersk 
Alabama by Somali pirates. 
Tom Hanks did his best with a 
realisation that failed to probe 
too deeply into any of the issues 
which face seafarers, including 
Somalis, world wide delivering  
90 per cent of the world’s trade.

‘The Way Way Back’ is 
the comical and sensitive 
tale of interesting teenagers 
alienated by irresponsible and 
over-the-top adult behaviour. 

with no bells and whistles but 
a good script, good acting and 
universal appeal. 

Thanks went to Lismore 
Lumiere for showing the cream 
of Indie and Hollywood.

Flora MacLean and Shayne Stewart getting their popcorn at 
Lismore Lumiere, the island cinema. Gill Bridle, left, and Marlene 

MacKinnon are behind the counter.

FRIENDS of Nevis members 
and friends enjoyed their annual 
celebration in the Pinemarten 
Café at Nevis Range recently.

After dinner there was an 
interesting talk by Ian Sykes, 
followed by ceilidh dancing 
to local accordionist, Roddy 

Seonaid Lynn.
A presentation was made to 

Anna Trafford, coordinator of 
Friends of Nevis, who is leaving 
her post.

Friends of Nevis patron 
Charles Kennedy presented The 
Volunteer of the Year Award to 
Calum Ross. 

The next morning a group 
took part in an instructive and 
enjoyable walk in Glen Nevis, 
led by Cathy Mayne of Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

Patron of Friends of Nevis, Charles Kennedy presents The Friends 
of Nevis Volunteer of the Year Award to Calum Ross.

TORLUNDY

DUNVEGAN

WORK will get underway at 
the beginning of next month 
to bring the public toilets in 
Kinlochleven back into use.

The toilets have been closed 
for two years under a Highland 
Council cost cutting drive.

They have been badly missed 
in the village, which sits on 
the West Highland Way and 
is a popular stop-off point for 
walkers in summer.

The local community decided 
to act and raised £3,000 through 
collections, donations and other 
fundraising activities.

The toilets are expected to 
re-open on May 1, just in time 
for its biggest event of the year, 
the Pre-65 Trial.

The event, the curtain-raiser 
for the Scottish Six Days Trial, 
brings hundreds of motorcy-
clists and fans to Kinlochleven.

DUNVEGAN’s world street biking star 
Danny MacAskill is to tour Europe with top 
trials riders to show off his stunt skills.

The ‘Drop and Roll’ show features Danny 
performing on a huge loop-the-loop track 
and other gravity-defying exploits.

The custom made Drop and Roll tour 
bus is pulling a 3.5 ton trailer with all the 
equipment needed to amaze live audiences 
across the continent. Danny said: ‘I can’t 
wait to be on the road with the team.’

SIX PUPILS from Elgol 
Primary School took part in the 
annual basketball tournament 
at Portree High School last 
Tuesday.

Class teacher Kirstin 
MacDougall said: ‘The kids said 
they had a great day.’

BYELAWS introduced to tackle 
anti-social behaviour and wild 
camping in the east of Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park appear to be 
having an impact.

The National Park Board met 
last week to discuss the impact 
of the bylaws, which have seen a 
drastic reduction in the number 
of reports to the police, litter 
and damage to the environment.

Such has been the success that 
some businesses say they’re 
welcoming back visitors who 
haven’t been in the area for 30 
years.

Kevin Lilburn, chair of 
the East Loch Lomond 
Management Group added: 
‘Previously we suffered some 
sort of incident at my home 
pretty much every weekend in 
the summer, including litter, 
theft, vandalism and verbal or 
even physical intimidation.

‘Since the byelaws have been 
introduced, there have been 
none.  Not one. That speaks 

tell a similar story. We have 
gone from a situation where 
my neighbours and I dreaded 
sunny days to one in which we 
can relax, enjoy where we live, 
and happily share the area with 
responsibly behaved visitors.’

But more work is to be done, 
with other areas of the park 
still suffering from the negative 
impacts of overuse and anti-
social behaviour.  As a result, 
the National Park Authority 
will be talking to communities, 
landowners, visitors, recreation 
groups and interested parties to 
hear their views on the extent 
of these issues and the possible 
solutions.

Fiona Logan, chief executive 
of Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs National Park, said:

‘Right now we are in listening 
mode, in the very early stages of 
considering the extent of these 
park-wide issues and possible 
solutions for each individual 
area.

‘We are already heavily 
investing in new facilities in 
conjunction with our partners 
and the private sector to extend 

VISITORS from Taynuilt and 
Oban were welcomed to an 
open night hosted by Lochawe 
SWRI for its March meeting.

Margaret Whitton gave a 
demonstration of Dolls to 
Dragons and Beyond and she 
has produced a large volume 
of work over the years of WRI; 
the most beautifully made dolls, 
teddy bears, dragons and other 

Pat McLeod thanked Margaret 
for an excellent display and tips 
on how various things were 
accomplished.

Competition: Floral arrange-
ment in an egg cup, judged by 
Margaret Whitton - Gold, P 
McLeod, J Ogden. 

Hostesses for the evening, A 
Hay, J McHardy, M MacKenzie 
and P McLeod, served an 
excellent tea afterwards.

The next meeting will take 
place on April 2 in Lochawe 
Village Hall. Visitors welcome.

MORAR Community Council 
is to discuss last week’s serious 

next meeting on April 7.
Debate will focus on the 

incident, which saw a tipper 

residential area near the railway 
station.

The appliance from the 
closest station at Mallaig was 
unavailable through a shortage 
of personnel and the retained 

nearest station, was dealing 

By the time two appli-
ances from Fort William arrived 
almost an hour after the incident 
was reported the blaze had been 
extinguished at the local garage.

Community council chair-
man Bill Cornelius said: ‘It 
is the time lapse between 
the emergency call out and 

engines which raises most 
concern.’  

PLOCKTON Historical Society 
presented a talk on ‘Sir John 
Cope and the 45’ by Dr Iain 
Matheson of Plockton in the 
village hall on March 12.

The following evening Plock-
ton and District Horticultural 

LOCH LOMOND

and improve the experience for 
visitors to the park.

‘A great example of this is the 
development of the Sallochy 
Bay campsite, and at Loch 
Lubnaig.

‘At the end of the day, we 
want to ensure that all visitors 
and residents of the park have 
a great experience and that our 
scenic loch shores are protected 
and enhanced for generations 
to come.’

BENDERLOCH

MORAR

PLOCKTON

Society heard Neil Drummond 
from Conon Bridge give advice 
and tips on gardening.

PLOCKTON and District Com-
munity Council met in Plockton 
Hall on March 4. The chairman 
opened the meeting by express-
ing the condolences of the CC 
to the families of Alan James 
and John Farquhar Munro. Alan 
was the husband of the council’s 
secretary and had been an 
active and popular member of 
the Plockton community.  John 
Farquhar was a local councillor 

for Ross, Skye and Inverness 
until he retired in 2011.

Items discussed included:

alterations to the speed limit 
from Burnside to Camus an 
Arbhair are in progress as is 
work to repair Station Road.

 Funding is being sought to 
enable a feasibility study on a 
village play area to be carried 
out.

 The National Trust for 
Scotland ranger and students 
from Plockton High School 
were thanked for work done at 
the war memorial but the CC 
hoped TEC services would cut 
more trees so that it can be seen 
from the village.

 Complaints had been 
received regarding builders’ 
rubbish being desposited in 
the village bins. It was felt this 
would be an ongoing problem 
as there is a lack of facilities in 
the area for disposing of such 
waste.

Thanks were extended to 
Calum and Jane Mackenzie for 
their superb fundraising efforts 
raising £160 so that the village 

Thanks were expressed to Mike 
Shucksmith and his company 
in Yorkshire for providing free 

refresher course.
 Some residents said they 

did not like the new white lights 
but the streetlights department 
have said they have ones that 
are not quite so white.

 The community council 
was pleased to hear that the 
Haven Hotel is to reopen at 
Easter after being closed for 
several years. 

The next meeting is on April 
14. 

CM MacRae.

ELGOL

LOCHAWE

KINLOCHLEVEN

‘FAIRTRADEANS’ at 
Achaleven Primary school 
hosted an exhibition featuring 
home-made treats to celebrate 
bananas this year.

Running with Fairtrade 
Fortnight’s theme on the 
famously yellow fruit/herb, the 
pupils baked scrummy banana 

Fairtrade tea and coffee. 
The pupils decided they 

was great fun to create. 
Everyone had their part to 
play from banana farmer to 
consumer – and all the key 
players in-between.

For over a year now the 
pupils have had the option of 

Achaleven Primary’s pupils bake the Fairtrade treats served 
during their recent exhibition to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight. 

Fairtrade treats at Achaleven
purchasing Fairtrade uniforms 
and on the day they also 
modelled Fairtrade t-shirts that 
they decorated themselves with 
iconic pictures that made them 
think of Fairtrade.

A powerpoint presentation 
explained all the important 
points about why buying 
Fairtrade is so important.

The café had waiters taking 
orders and big bananas making 
the Fairtrade tea and coffee.

The school’s Ellie Cooper 
said: ‘Thanks to everyone from 
the community who came along 
to support this event.  We are 
also very pleased to announce 
that £50.30 was raised on the 
day, which will be passed on to 
the Oban Fairtrade Group.’

A ‘DANGEROUS’ roundabout and parking 
area in Benderloch has come under the 
scrutiny of the community council. 

Ardchattan Community Council 
convener, Margaret Adams, said the 
organisation is keen to determine the owner 
of the popular car park in the centre of the 
village after pot holes became so large they 

The organisation is in dialogue with 
Transport Scotland and Argyll and Bute 
Council to determine the owner, but Mrs 
Adams said: ‘They can’t leave it like that.  I 
think until ownership is determined nobody 
wants to spend money doing anything to it.

‘It is dangerous though and we’re now 
coming into the tourist season. It cannot 
be left like that and I feel sorry for the 
businesses there as it isn’t their fault.’

Friends
celebrate
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John McLellan has served 
the local community in Fort 
William and throughout 
Lochaber as an independent 
funeral director for over 90 
years, providing a 24-hour 
compassionate, dedicated 

Times are rapidly changing 
within the funeral business 
and it is the ethos of the 
company to combine its well-
known, traditional values 
with highly regarded, evolv-

this end, they have appointed 
Scott Greenlees to take over 
the role of Funeral Director 
following the retirement of 
Ewen MacLennan after 20 
years of dedicated service 

Scott has a wealth of 

knowledge in funeral 
directing which has come 
from his experience with 
well-established, reputable 
companies both in the Ab-

He is completely dedicated 
to his chosen profession and 
is always willing to go the 
extra mile for each family 
he serves, dedicated to eas-
ing the burden of organising 
each funeral and sharing in 
the families’ times of great 

Scott is assisted by John 
Flannigan, who has worked 
with the company for almost 

Angus MacPhie continues 
as Managing Director, 
overseeing the day-to- day 
running of the organisation 

and is supported by three 
other staff members, each of 
whom is dedicated to serving 
the local community sensi-
tively and in a professional 

The services provided do 
not end with the funeral 

-

also offers pre-paid Golden 

John McLellans’ newly 
refurbished premises in 
the centre of Fort William 
contain a Chapel of Rest 
which provides relatives 
with a quiet, private space 

vehicles has been upgraded 
to include a new Mercedes 

Changing with the Times at 
John McLellan Funeral Directors

Dudley Road, Fort William PH33 6JB  Tel: 01397 702128  www.johnmclellanfunerals.co.uk 

ADVERTORIAL

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Rockfield Primary School pupils 
had some crazy socks on to raise 
awareness of Downs Syndrome.

Left: St Columba’s Primary School pupils 
show off their odd socks to mark World 

Downs Syndrome day.

Park Primary School’s P6 class display their exceedingly odd socks. Cristiana Ferreonetto.

IT’S EVERY mother’s despair when the socks come 
out the washing machine and there’s always one or 

But this phenomenon was put to good use on Fri-
day March 21 in Oban’s primary schools after a Park 
Primary School pupil asked his peers and teachers 
to wear odd socks to mark World Downs Syndrome 

Cameron Johnston asked his P6 teacher Pauline 
MacInnes if his classmates could wear odd socks be-

‘I thought it would be fantastic for the whole school 
to do,’ said Miss MacInnes, ‘and the children were 

‘We had a discussion in class about how it affects 

really fun way to raise awareness – there were some 
really crazy socks!’

primary schools at Oban Joint Campus to ask if 
they also would take part which teachers and pupils 
gladly did, raising £30 as well as awareness of the 

Pupils pull on their 
odd socks to mark 
World Downs 
Syndrome Day 

A LACK of essential maintenance is crippling a 
newly-refurbished pitch in Ballachulish, a local 

Jubilee Park was completely returfed in a 
£100,000 upgrade in August 2012 but  according 
to Ballachulish Shinty Club, Highland Council 

The pitch issue reached a head on Saturday when 
the Ballachulish management team had deemed 

ruled the pitch was waterlogged and cancelled the 

The Ballachulish players argued the park would 

That prediction proved correct - but the Aberdour 
team had been instructed to turn back halfway 

Ballachulish Club Chairman Iain Brown 
said: ‘This scenario only serves to highlight the 
fragility of the Jubilee Park surface that has had 
zero maintenance undertaken since the park was 

‘Unfortunately the park surface will continue to 
deteriorate without a suitable programme of works 

‘After the winter of rain we’ve had it’s surprising 
that the park was anywhere near playable on 
Saturday but with a little more attention all the 

He added: ‘The Highland Council appear to 
be arguing internally over who has or, more 
importantly, who hasn’t undertaken the budgeted 

‘We would rather they just got on and did it rather 
than wasting valuable staff hours on evaluating 

‘The park surface is slowly deteriorating but 
can be improved dramatically with some rapid 

A Highland Council spokesperson said: ‘All parks 
within the Highland Council area are maintained 
to a standard determined by the service level 
agreement (SLA) for council-maintained ‘public 

‘An Aird and the Jubilee parks both underwent 

‘However, there is recognition that the 
amount of rain we are experiencing at present is 

As the users have observed, the park was 
playable in the afternoon following an ‘incessant’ 

The curtain goes up on Lochaber Showstoppers’ production of the hit musical ‘Annie’ at the Nevis Centre in Fort William tonight 
(Thursday). On the menu are some of the best known songs in musical theatre such as ‘Tomorrow’ and ‘It’s a Hard-Knock Life’. Three 

more shows are scheduled - tomorrow and Saturday night at 7.30pm and a Saturday matinee at 2.30pm. Above, Annie - played by 
Carhie MacKinnon - and her fellow orphans line up for The Oban Times with Sandy the dog at the dress rehearsal on Monday night. 

20_f13show01

Showstoppers lift curtain on hit musical

VOLUNTEERS of a Lochaber 
charity are furious at being asked 
for personal details from Bank 
of Scotland - despite having no 

BoS, part of Lloyds Banking 
Group, told Highland Disabil-
ity Sport Lochaber they needed 
home addresses, dates of birth 
and other information from four 
members - even though only two 
were signatories and dealt with 

Treasurer John Fotheringham 
complained - only to be told if 
he did not comply the charity’s 

Mr Fotheringham said: ‘We 
needed [the money] so the 
members could compete in the 

my better judgement I gathered 
the information and person-
ally handed it to my local bank 

that information to look after the 

Following the complaint, 
Lloyds apologised and promised 
a £100 donation - but withdrew 

complaint the mistake was recti-

Mr Fotheringham then 
discovered the personal details 
he provided had not even been 
processed - whilst information 
from Spean Bridge Senior 
Citizens Association, of which 
he is chairman, had been lost 

insisted we provide information 
that we were unwilling to give 

proves that they obviously didn’t 

A BOS spokesman said: 
‘Regulation requires that we 
hold the most up to date infor-
mation for all Bank of Scotland 

This includes all those who will 
be signatories on the account as 
well as others with an interest in 

When asked for further com-
ment, the spokesman asked The 
Oban Times to obtain the sort 
codes and account numbers of 
the charities and pass them on 

The Oban Times 
declined and suggested Mr 
Fotheringham should contact 

By EMMA CRICHTON

Volunteers
angry at 
bank detail 
demand

Lack of maintenance crippling sports pitch, claims shinty club

Estate owner withdraws cottage plan

A CRUSADE to abolish fares 
on the Corran Ferry will be 
launched next Tuesday, April 1 
- the date Highland Council puts 
up fares on the lifeline link by 

Around 60 demonstrators 
are expected to gather at the 
slipways either side of Loch 
Linnhe to get the ‘Free Corran 
Crossing’ campaign underway 

Representatives from 
community councils west of 
the ferry - Ardgour, Morvern, 
Sunart, West Ardnamurchan and 
Acharacle - will carry placards 
with the campaign logo ‘Stop 

The move follows an action 
group meeting in Strontian 
on Tuesday night to agree the 

Ardgour Community Council 

By STEPHEN NORRIS

chairman Tony Boyd told The 
Oban Times: ‘We are looking 
for a humorous and peaceful 

inconvenience people travelling 
to their work of commercial 

‘But we do want to make some 
kind of statement - and if things 
don’t happen we maybe have to 

‘I expect we will get a good 
turnout and we need support 

objective is to abolish fares on 

Mr Boyd said the four per cent 
fares rise on April 1 would take 
the increase in ticket prices over 

the standard fare for the 600-

yard crossing going up to almost 

He added: ‘There’s a mixed 
feeling in the community on 
whether they want a bridge or a 
free ferry so we voted to name 
the campaign ‘Free Corran 
Crossing’ to ensure maximum 

‘The community feels that 
because every bridge in Scotland 
is free and tolls have been 
removed we now have the only 
mainland crossing where high 

‘There are no tolls on the 
Kessock Bridge in Inverness - so 
why should we be discriminated 
against just because of where we 
live?’ 

Highland Council’s community 
services committee will decide 
on a fares regime for the Corran 

Bid to abolish 
Corran
Ferry fares

A WEST Highland estate owner 
has withdrawn plans to demolish 
an old cottage on her 14,000-acre 

Susan Larson had wanted to 
knock down the former Kin-
gairloch School in Ardgour and 

But Kingairloch Estate dropped 
the bid following a storm of 
protest to Highland Council and 

will now consider restoring the 

the objectors was former council 
leader Michael Foxley, who 
described Ms Larson and her 
mother Angela Yeoman as ‘mil-

In a statement Ms Larson said 
she and her mother had continued 
to invest in ‘a very challenging 
business’ since 2006 which now 

employed six people full-time 

‘The accusations which have 
been made against my mother 

future of this unsound old build-

Objector Douglas Watt from 
Lochaline said: ‘I think the ap-
plication was misguided and that 

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to the Oban Times 
digital edition and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital
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Donald
Rankin

Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,
Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation 
for companies, sole traders and 

partnerships, charities, income and 
corporation tax, VAT & payroll bureau. 

Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND 

THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

Stay FOCUSED
We are...
FOCUSED on Service
FOCUSED on Quality Fuels
FOCUSED on Reliability
FOCUSED on Fairness
FOCUSED on Price
FOCUSED on YOU

Established and Trading within Argyll since 1903 – 110 years serving the community

No sales gimmicks 
or promotions  

just fair pricing 
every week 

year in year out

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Competitively Priced Fuel throughout Argyll, serving YOU, when you need us

Main Course
£10 all curries include boiled rice
Chicken Tikka Masala (mild)
Lamb Rogan Josh (medium)
Fish Sha-kooty Curry (medium)
Vegetable Dopiaza (medium)
Chilli Garlic Chicken (Hot)

Sundries
Poppadom........................................... 50p
Raita, Mango Chutney 
and Spicy Onions ................................ 50p
Homemade Paratha...............................£1
Bombay Potatoes...................................£1 
Triple Cooked Chips .......................£2.50

Other options will also be available on the night   
Please call to book your table now on 01866822437 or you can also send us a 

message through our Facebook page or email us at enquiries@taynuilthotel.co.uk 

To Start
Spiced Cauliflower Soup ...........................................................................................£5
Coriander Crab cakes with chilli jam  ................................... ...................................£6
Lightly Spiced Chicken Pakora with Cucumber and Mint Raita...............................£6
Minced Beef Seekh Kebab with a Tomato and Coriander Salad .............................£6
Crispy Onion Bhajis with Cucumber and Mint Raita ...............................................£5 
Fragrant Mussels, cooked in a coconut, lime and chilli broth ........................... £7/£16
Mixed Platter for Two ............................................................................................. £14

Indian Night at the Taynuilt Hotel 
on Friday 4th April  

This coming Friday, (4th April 2014 from 6pm to 9pm) we shall be 
hosting one of our very popular themed food evenings with the 
focus this time on the wonderful cuisine of India. With scrumptious 
starters and delicious curries at all levels of spiciness, why not 
book a table and enjoy an evening of exotic dining. 
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A FORT William powerlifter will represent 
Scotland in the British and European  Strongest 
Man under 90kg this year after winning the 

Jeremy Vickers beat 11 other competitors from 
across the country at the Ben Nevis Auction Mart 

The 24-year-old out-muscled the opposition in 
the log press, duck walk and chain drag, yoke run 

If that wasn’t enough, Vickers completed all 

events - sometimes lifting and dragging triple his 

bad with the hernia but I just had to watch in case it 

but I gave the position in the world competition 
to the guy that came second because that’s in 
May - and I won’t have recovered from my hernia 

Vickers, who organised the event in Fort William, 

Belfast in September, before going to the British 

thumbs up to Scotland becom-
ing an independent country in 
a whole-school referendum vote 

-
dict after a debate between SNP 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch Dave Thompson and 

Both politicians made a robust 
case for their cause, but it was 

day by 144 votes to 118, or 54 

Lochaber Local 
History Society
EMINENT academic Professor 

speaker at Lochaber Local 

Professor Cheape, one of the 

and currently senior lecturer at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Gaelic 
college in Skye, will talk on 

re-write history?’
Everyone is welcome to the 

Tarbert Co-op  
shop vote

will be decided by a count of 

Earlier this year the food 
group approached community 

Trust to gauge support for 
opening a small store in the 

But the issue proved 
controversial and at its AGM 
the trust decided to ballot local 
residents before progressing any 

Western Isles Council agreed 
to organise the vote and issued 
voting papers to all 789 eligible 
electors on the 66,000-acre 

Trust manager Alastair 
Macleod told The Oban Times

instruct the trust to carry out a 

concern from local shopkeepers 
and the vote will give us a 
mandate to continue talking, or 

stage and we have not met 

membership does not want us to 

The counting of votes 
will take place in Tarbert 

Sharp fall in 
Benbecula 
airport passenger 
numbers
BENBECULA airport suffered 
a sharp fall in passenger 
numbers in February, latest 

According to airport operator 

travellers used the airport 

to the inter-island air service as 

and Islands, increased demand 

Inglis Lyon, managing 

schedule changes are continuing 
to have an impact on inter-island 

though last month’s increase 
in demand at Stornoway was 

GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 
Team has been granted 

to its Glencoe village base 
four months after thieves stole 

The new building will house all 

and other items from a lock-up at 
the former Glencoe in the cynical 

The robbery was followed 
by a fundraising appeal which 
brought in almost £12,000 in 
donations to replace the life-

It also prompted a rethink 
on security arrangements and 

Scotland’s strongest man: Jeremy Vickers strains every sinew in the Atlas stones. 20_f13jeremy01

Glencoe MRT leader John 
Grieve turned adversity into 
opportunity by applying to build 
a secure unit for all the team’s 

The new facility, estimated 
to cost around £50,000, was 

planners under delegated 

Mr Grieve told The Oban 
Times
funding bodies to get a 
substantial grant and we can’t 
start until we get a yea or nay 

starting building until the latter 

part of the summer and we will 

will give us better security 
because everything will be here 

Meanwhile, Mr Grieve 
reported that the team has only 
been called out eight times this 
winter compared with 75 over 

avalanche conditions for much of 
this winter and it seems people 

For pupils eligible to vote on 

was greater - 70 votes to 48, or 

children are Scotland’s future 
and they have the opportunity 
to take control of the future of 

pleased to see that, for those 
who will be eligible to vote, 

lead on the No vote in Plockton 

commend Rhoda Grant MSP for 
giving me a run for my money as 

Susan Galloway thanked Mr 
Thompson and Ms Grant for 
their contribution to democratic 

The result comes as latest polls 

independence against 46 per cent 
for keeping the Union - a gap of 
seven points compared with 12 

School votes for independence

John Grieve: delighted 
planning permission has been 
granted for the new extension. 

20_f13mrt01

By 

INVESTIGATIONS on a stretch 
of road near Spean Bridge where 
four men were killed in separate 
accidents in recent months have 

BEAR Scotland carried out the 
probe in light of the fatal crashes 
and other collisions at or near 

It is thought the report will be 

The investigation looked at a 
number of aspects of the road’s 

condition, including the surface, 
as well as the number and types 
of accidents over the last three 

John Fotheringham, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council, has long been demand-

-

been saying for years that the 

killed on the same stretch of 
road and I just hope something is 
done before there are any more 

A BEAR Scotland spokes-

concluded our investigation and 
will be submitting our report to 

will be for Transport Scotland to 
decide on any measures that will 

be incorporated into our pro-

But Mr Fotheringham felt that 

families who want to know what 
caused the accidents and why 

hear that some action has been 
taken but they seem to be very 
good at talking to us whilst actu-

Accident blackspot probe completed

Team gets green light 
to extend rescue base
Search on for grants to fund project

Fort man powers on for Scotland
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Advertising here is FREE
Simply email details of your event to

whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

THURSDAY - March 27 
Lorn Drama Festival, Corran Halls, Oban.

Friday – March 28
7.00pm, Lochaber Rural Education Trust – A Feathered Journey, An Clachan, 
Lochaber Rural Complex, Aanoch Mor Road, Fort William 
Lorn Drama Festival, Corran Halls, Oban.

Saturday – March 29 
10.00am, Daffodil tea, Rockfield School. 
7.30pm, Community send off for Rev. Roderick Campbell, Appin Village Hall. 

Thursday – March 30
7.30pm, We Will Be Free. The Story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs
(Townsend Productions), Victory Hall, Benderloch. 

Tuesday – April 1
10.30am, Oban U3A, Regent Hotel, Corran Esplanade, Oban 
7.30pm, Gaelic Pub Quiz, Studio Theatre Bar, Corran Halls, Oban. 
8.00pm, Fort William Accordion and Fiddle Club, Railway Club, Inverlochy. 

Thursday – April 3
7.30pm, Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club, Argyllshire Gathering Hall. 

THE 40TH annual Lochaber 
Music Festival drew to a 
close last Thursday with a 

School to celebrate another 
hugely successful event.

The appreciative audience 
were treated to quality per-

previous six days in venues 

As a tribute to Margaret 
-

who died in March last 

Ann Auld presented the 
trophies at the end of the 
evening. Those included 

-

at the early festivals.
The week was a busy 

young people and adults 

classes across disciplines 

and bagpies to advanced 
strings and brass.

Adjudicators were de-

favourably on the standard 

the culture of Lochaber and 
represented a blend of tra-

delighting audiences with 

equally well in both. 
The 71 piping entries 

were ably adjudicated by 
Rory Grossart and a lovely 

Hall.
-

-

the judges.
Lochaber Music Festival 

Association chairperson 

festival by letting or loaning 

and providing donations and 
sponsorship.’ 

Support was provided this 

-

Next year’s festival will 

19.

Winners:

-

- Helena Rose.

-

Gilchrist.

-

Lochaber.

-

-
-

-

Spean Bridge Primary School P6/7 pupils were all smiles after winning the group music 
making, own choice, with Samba de Janeiro. 10_f13fest03

Caol Primary School P5 choir were placed first in the age 10 and under own choice 
competition. 20_f13fest05

Back: Kirstin McAdam, left, won the vocal solo girls 15-17 
own choice competition, while Annabel Brayshaw, right, 
was first in the vocal solo girls aged 13 and 14. Both girls 

were representing Lochaber Music School. 20_f13fest01

Front: From left, Caitlin Gilchrist, Caitrin Edmond and 
Stephanie McKenna teamed up to win their classes in the 

elementary and intermediate woodwind duets. 20_f13fest07

Back: Fergus Munro, left, was first in the solo songs of Burns, 
own choice, for boys aged 15-17. Kevin Cameron, right, 

won the vocal solo for boys, own choice 15-17. The boys are 
members of Lochaber Music School. Kevin won the Premier 

Vocal Award. 20_f13fest02

Front right: Young Musician of the Year of the 40th Lochaber 
Music Festival: Francesca Rose from Roy Bridge. 20_f13fest09

Results 

Another fantastic year at
Lochaber Music Festival  

Ardbeg
Ten Years Old 
46% ABV
Approximately £42

ARDBEG Ten Years 
Old offers everything 
you would expect 
from an Islay whisky. 
Its peaty, smoky 
taste is balanced by 
natural sweetness 
making it revered the 
world over as one of 
the most complex single malts. Established in 
1915, Ardbeg’s sweet versus smoky taste has 
become known as ‘the peaty paradox’ and this 
scotch is no exception. 
Ten Years Old stands out among other whiskies 

per cent whereas most others are reduced to 40 
per cent. 
This malt has very little colour so is not the most 
visually appealing but compensates with an 

usually work. Lemon and lime sets off black 
pepper and cinnamon-spiced toffee coats the 
palate, followed by a wave of brine, buttermilk 
and currants, ending with the signature smoke 
of Ardbeg. 
A ‘keep in the cabinet’ bottle for many, some 
whisky connoisseurs will only drink Ten Years 
Old on occasion whereas it is not too high up 
the price range to be consumed regularly if it 
becomes a favourite. JR Fergusson

experience unlike any 

When Scots Gaelic rock 
band Runrig took to the 

Show Ground at Muir of 
Ord for its 40th anniver-
sary concert in August 

was there for a gig never 
to be forgotten.

Moor celebrating the 

band to international 

and present - Rory Mac-

- all took part.
Rory described the 

creating this positive 
force of togetherness and 

Munro and current singer 
Bruce Guthro.

celebrate 40 years of 

right and to do it with the 
support and generosity of 

supported the band over 
the years is a privilege one 
has no right to expect.’

For anyone wishing to 

disc and three-disc audio 

giving away three copies 
-

details of how to enter.

Runrig, which celebrated 40 years as a band last August, is giving away three DVDs of its 
Party on the Moor concert.

on the Moor’ 

up for grabs

Hall between Thursday and 

praising the overall qual-
ity of productions and the 

adorned the walls as a 

the festival was a sell-out 
every night.

-

a nurse in the Benderloch 
play at the inaugural event 

wondered why the festival 
was so enduring but it is the 

The schoolchildren get such 
a good grounding.

festival gives you a chance 
to show off the talents of the 

of the Hon. Mrs Langton-

the adult section ahead of 
-

Another repeat winner 

retained the North Lorn 

winning the youth section. 

second place.
There was success for Ap-

Sutherland Trophy ahead of 

School’s The War of the 

The Adjudicator’s Award 

was won by Taynuilt and 

and the adult section award 
went to Linda Lawrie in 
Out of Order.

was won by Benderloch 

their play Out of Order.

Sell-out success at 
60th North Lorn 
Drama Festival

Prizewinners from this year’s North Lorn Drama Festival with chairman Dr Iain McNicol, middle row, left, and 
adjudicator Kevin Boland, middle row, right. 16_t13northlorn01
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

• Her (15) 
Theodore is a lonely man in the final 
stages of his divorce. He decides 
to purchase the new OS1, which is 
advertised as the world’s first artificially 
intelligent operating system, “It’s 
not just an operating system, it’s a 
consciousness,” the ad states. Theodore 
quickly finds himself drawn in with 
Samantha, the voice behind his OS1. 
Having fallen in love with his OS, he 
must deal with feelings of both great joy 
and doubt.
• Need for Speed (12A)
Fresh from prison, a street racer who was 
framed by a wealthy business associate 
joins a cross country race with revenge 
in mind. His ex-partner, learning of the 
plan, places a massive bounty on his 
head as the race begins.

• 300: Rise of An Empire (15)
After its victory over Leonidas’ 300, 
the Persian Army under the command 
of Xerxes marches towards the major 
Greek city-states. The Democratic city 
of Athens, first on the path of Xerxes’ 
army, bases its strength on its fleet, led 
by admiral Themistocles. Themistocles is 
forced to an unwilling alliance with the 
traditional rival of Athens, oligarchic 
Sparta whose might lies with its superior 
infantry troops. But Xerxes still reigns 
supreme in numbers over sea and land. 
• Muppets: Most Wanted (U)
While on a grand world tour, The 
Muppets find themselves wrapped into a 
European jewel-heist caper headed by a 
Kermit the Frog look-alike named ‘Great 
Escapo’ and his dastardly sidekick. With 
an all-star cast including Lady Gaga, 

Christoph Waltz and Ricky Gervais this is 
definitely a fun film for all the family!
• Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier (12A)
Two years after the events of The 
Avengers, Steve Rogers resides peacefully 
in Washington, D.C., struggling to adapt 
to contemporary society. However, after 
a S.H.I.E.L.D. compatriot is assailed, 
Steve becomes entangled in a mystery 
that may endanger the globe. Together 
with Natasha Romanoff, Captain 
America attempts to uncover the 
growing machination while fending off 
hired hit men. When the entire scheme 
is discovered, Captain America and 
the Black Widow must recruit the aid 
of the Falcon and soon encounter an 
unanticipated and powerful adversary 
- the Winter Soldier.

Her Thurs 27th 15.00
Need for Speed Thurs 27th 18.00 3D
300: Rise of An Empire Thurs 27th 21:00
Muppets: Most Wanted Fri 28th 16.00, 18.30

Sat 29th 13.00, 18.30
Sun 30th 13.00, 15.30
Mon 31st 18.00
Tues 1st 18.00
Wed 2nd 18.00
Thurs 3rd 18.00

Captain America: Fri 28th 21.00 3D
The Winter Soldier Sat 29th 15.30 3D, 21.00 2D

Sun 30th 19.00 3D
Mon 31st 20.30 2D
Tues 1st 20.30 3D
Wed 2nd 20.30 2D
Thurs 3rd 20.30 3D Te
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To advertise in our community noticeboard
call 01631 568000

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 1 April 2014 at 

10.30am
Regent Hotel, Corran 

Esplanade, Oban
A warm welcome to 

members new and old 
for our monthly coffee 

and chat meeting.

FURAN – OBAN GAELIC CENTRE

Farpais-cheist Taigh-seinnse
Gaelic Pub Quiz

Studio Theatre Bar, Corran Halls, Oban
Tuesday 1st April at 7.30pm

£2 per person – Max 5 people per team
There will be a Gaelic speaker for each team

OBAN ACCORDION
& FIDDLE CLUB

Monthly club night
Thursday 3rd April

7.30pm
Argyllshire Gathering 

Hall
Guest Artist: Robert 

Whitehead Band
Admission £4

Townsend Productions
We Will Be Free

The story of the
Tolpuddle Martyrs

told using live music, new 
and original songs with 

political cartoon, animation 
and puppetry. 

Sunday 30th March
Victory Hall,

Benderloch 7.30pm
Tickets 01631 720498

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
on Tues 1 April at 8pm

GUEST ARTIST: Elizabeth 
MacKenzie Band

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

In the event of a last minute cancellation by 

PORTREE High School
pipped Lochaber and Mal-
laig to win the sixth schools
Leanachan Challenge near
Fort William on Friday.

The event, designed to
bring together west High-
land children in a spirit of
sporting friendship, saw 42
pupils tackle set courses
along forest trails hoping
to win individual and team
trophies.

In a morning of rain and
hail S1-2 ran 3.5 kilometres,
S3-4 5.5 kilometres and S5-
6 8 kilometres around the
An Clachan headquarters
of organisers Lochaber
Rural Education Trust.

Portree High School Ac-
tive Schools coordinator
Jeremy Rossiter was de-
lighted about the outcome.

He said: ‘I’m really

pleased with the results and
I know the kids are too.
It’s a chance for them to
compete and get an idea of
the atmosphere of running
as a club. They’re all really
excited.’

Lochaber Educational
Trust trustee Isabel Camp-
bell thanked the pupils and
teaching staff for attending,
as well as Forestry Com-
mission Scotland’s Ruari
Watt, the Active Schools
team and Lidl for providing
bananas and water.

All competitors received
a medal struck in memory
of LRET director Peter
English who inspired the
inaugural challenge.

Results: S1-2 girls - 1 Hallie
Shinnie (Portree); 2 Elaine
Deas (Portree); 3 Marie Bell

Lochaber Education Trust manager Annette Meehan presented Portree High School runners with the fastest 
team award. 20_f13leanachan01

Eilidh Moynihan and Joseph Tangney received trophies 
for fastest girl and boy. 20_f13leanachan02

(Lochaber). Boys - 1 Ben
Johnstone (Lochaber); 2 Chris
Whatley (Portree); 3 Brett
MacMillan (Mallaig).

S3-4 girls - 1 Kirsty Watt; 2
Rona Stewart (both Portree).
Boys - 1 Innes Blackhall (Loch-
aber); 2 Kyle Ingram (Mallaig);
3 Ben Nicolson (Portree).

S5-6 girls - 1 Eilidh Moyni-
han (Lochaber); 2 Megan
MacLeod (Portree). Boys - 1
Joseph Tangney (Lochaber);
2 Hugh Standen (Portree); 3
Bruce MacLean (Lochaber).

Fastest girl - Eilidh Moyni-
han, fastest boy - Joseph
Tangney (both Lochaber).

West Highland schools compete 
in Leanachan Sports Challenge

MUSICIANS from Oban and North Lorn dazzled
adjudicators and audiences alike when they took part
in the 35th annual Mid Argyll Music Festival.

All female choir Aurora, from Benderloch, was one
of several musical ensembles that created a fantastic
night of entertainment last Friday at Ardrishaig Public
Hall.

The group sang Fields of Gold when they shared the
stage with The Fynesiders Barbershop Chorus, Tarbert
folk group Na Seudan, Mid Argyll Youth Chorus and

Ardrishaig’s Veuve Cliquot.
Young people from Craignish and their vocal coach

Julia Spencer also impressed throughout the week-
long festival.

Julia dazzled the audience when she recited Robert
Burns’ To a Mouse and secured second place in the
vocal solo competition with her rendition of Amazing
Grace.

Her students performed equally well, earning a

Aurora, from Benderloch, were welcomed to Ardrishaig Public Hall on Friday evening as the choir took part in the vocal 
ensemble competition of the Mid Argyll Music Festival. The all-female choir delighted the audience with its rendition 

of  Fields of Gold. 06_a12mus43

Julia Spencer and Kay Hunter delighted the audience when 
they took part in verse speaking for adults. 06_a12mus13

Tarbert Folk group Na Seudan was named runner up in 
the vocal ensemble competition. 06_a12mus42

Marvellous week of
entertainment at Mid
Argyll Music Festival

The Fynesiders Barbershop Chorus performed Alexander’s Ragtime Band in the vocal ensemble competition. 06_a12mus40

Invergarry Primary School P4-7 won the 1-3 teacher schools’ group 
music making, own choice, with Space Song Medley. 10_f13fest04

Nether Lochaber Scottish Country Dance Club scored two first 
places at the festival. 20_f13fest10

‘Brassy Lassies’ from Kinlochleven Primary School won the brass 
ensembles (primary age) competition. 20_f13fest11

‘BIGGER and better’ was
how organisers of the 15th
annual Craignish Boat
Jumble described this
year’s event.

Run by the Craignish
Community Company, the
event last Saturday took
in more than £1,000 and
gave community groups a
chance to showcase their
wares and talents.

There were 30 stalls,
manned by groups and
individuals from as far

and Ayrshire.

brief afternoon sunshine,
organiser Jan Brown said
this year’s event was a
huge success.

‘We are making up

for last year,’ she said.
‘Because of the snow this
time last year no-one from
Kintyre or Ireland could
get here and numbers were
down.

‘I think this year, our 15th
year, the event is among
the biggest and best yet.’

Proceeds from the
jumble will go towards the
community company.

Meanwhile, Craignish
Boat Club is busy organis-
ing the grand opening of
its new premises, which
cost £128,000.

The opening of the site,
near to Craignish Village
Hall, will take place from
noon on May 3 with a
barbecue and ceilidh
afterwards.

Craignish Boat Club member Bruce Condie, left, and Bill 
Oliver at the club’s stall. 16_t13boat01

Craignish Boat
Jumble ‘bigger and
better’ than last year
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
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The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied, 
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
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biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
1 Arabian commander (4)
3 Substances used for a reaction (8)
9 Tipsy (3-4)
10 Fold (5)
11 Organise the food for a party (5)
12 Salad green (6)
14 Postuguese coinage before the euro (6)
16 White trail (3,3)
19 Polished (6)
21 Principle (5)
24 One of an Arabian kingdom (5)
25 Joint protector (4,3)
26 Pumpernickle (3,5)
27 Combustible heap (4)

Down
1 Considered likely to arrive (8)
2 Dead to the world (5)
4 Concealed (6)
5 Fed up about transport? (5)
6 Chopper (7)
7 Many to bid on! (4)
8 Intercrossed (6)
13 Throw (8)
15 Add up (7)
17 Bean shaped organ (6)
18 One period in a game with horses (6)
20 Basket material (5)
22 Large-tailed tropical fish (5)
23 Russian ruler (4)

LEIS a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail (MNR) a’ gabhail àite ann 
an Inbhir Nis eadar an 10 agus 17 den Dàmhair am bliadhna, 
cha bhi e na annas gum bheil sgioba ag obair gu math trang gus 
cùisean ullachadh. 

Tha gach Mòd soirbheachail a’ cur dùbhlan fa chomhair 
luchd-deasachaidh an fhir a tha a’ tighinn às a dhèidh gus 
feuchainn ris an aon ìre a ruigheachd, gun fhiochas air rudeigin 
nas fheàrr a dhèanamh! Sin mar a tha cùisean dhuinn ann an 
Comataidh Deasachaidh Ionadail MNR 2014 cuideachd is 
toradh saothrach luchd-deasachaidh Mhòd Phàislig 2013, agus 
aoigheachd bhlàth na sgìre, ann an cuimhne na thadhail air a’ 
Mhòd an sin.

Tuigidh sibh gum bheil cuirm den t-seòrsa seo glè chosgail 
agus mar a bhiodh dùil, tha uallach air a’ Chomataidh Ionadail 
cuibhreann den ionmhas sin a thogail agus tha innleachdan de 
gach seòrsa gan cleachdadh gus sin a dhèanamh. Gu h-iongan-
tach, chan eil oidhcheannan cèilidh den t-seann seòrsa idir cho 
soirbheachail an-diugh is a bha iad. 

Ged a nochdas grunnd mhath gu leithid sin ann an cuid de 
sgìrean fhathast chan eil e idir soirbh na Gàidheil a thàladh 
a-mach ann an Inbhir Nis, agus chan eil sinn a’ tuigsinn carson 
a tha sin mar sin. 

Caochladh thursan tro na beagan bhliadhnaichean a chaidh, 
tha seinneadairean agus còmhlain-ciùil ainmeil air a bhith 
air am fastadh ach cha do shoirbhich leis na cuirmean, agus 
leis nach urrainn dha buidhnean a bhith a’ call airgead, tha 
cèilidhean den t-seann seòrsa air fàs gu math tearc an Inbhir 
Nis. Ach feasgar Dihaoine seo chaidh thachair cuirm shònrai-
chte a dhearbh às ùr nach e a-mhàin gum bheil daoine deònach 
tighinn a-mach ma tha rudeigin tarraingeach ga thairgsinn, 
ach gum bheil iad cuideachd deònach astair mhòra a shiubhal a 
dh’èisteachd.

Dè thug a-mach iad Dihaoine? Thug Fleasgaich nan Loch! 
Ged a chùm dìth slàinte Aonghas MacMhaoilein às gu 
mì-fhortanach, bha Donaidh MacAonghais agus Seonaidh 
Beag ann agus an deagh shunnd. Bha cuideachd an còmhlan 
ùr Marloch a’ cluiche agus abair gum bheil iadsan math! Le 
Calum Ailig mac Sheonaidh agus Iain mac Dhonaidh mar dhà 
thrian den chòmhlan, cha mhòr nach fhaodaiste Lochies a 
thoirt air a’ chòmhlan seo cuideachd. 

Ach tha am fìdhlear Colla Dòmhnallach bhon Eilean 
Sgitheanach a’ toirt farsaingeachd cultarach (!) dha Marloch 
agus nam bheachd-sa cluinnear mòran bhuapa seo fhathast!

Shiubhail daoine às na h-eileanan, bho chinn a deas is tuath 
thìr-mòr, agus thàinig feadhainn à Obair Dheathain! Bha 
làn-fhiach an saothrach aca gu deimhinnte agus chuidich a’ 
chuirm le maoin a’ Mhòid cuideachd!  Feuch nach caill sibhse 
an ath tè.

LAST Friday the veteran singers The Lochies entertained an 
appreciative packed venue in Inverness. 

This Royal National Mod 2014 fundraiser attracted an 

travel for special events. 
Talented new band Marloch shared the evening’s programme 

with The Lochies and the general audience enthusiasm for a 
repeat event is testament to the evening’s success.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

This week’s flashback photograph is from our files and features a view of Loch Etive before Connel Bridge was built. Prints or emails 
must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped 

addressed envelope.

Loch Etive without Connel Bridge

Access a problem 
for all ferry 
passengers
Sir,
The community councillor who 
declared MV Hebridean Isles

diverted attention away from the 
real problem for all passengers 
travelling to and from Craignure/
Oban. 

Admittedly the lift from the 
car deck on this one occasion 
was not working, which was a 
fault. 

The real problem is the totally 
useless pedestrian facilities at 
Craignure.

The passenger gangway can 
only be used by one ferry  - MV 
Isle of Mull - and then only if she 

This is probably the busiest 
route for pedestrians in the whole 
network but has what one person 
described as ‘a non-working 
Meccano set’ for boarding the 
boat. An insult to Meccano I 
think. The lift on MV Isle of Mull
was recently out of operation for 
about six weeks which certainly 
caused problems for less able 
passengers. 

As an escort for a passenger 
who could not walk I got good 
assistance from Caledonian 
MacBrayne staff  with a
wheelchair but the main problem 
came from inconsiderate able-
bodied passengers also using the 
lift and blocking access to the 
car deck on MV Hebridean Isles
on arrival at Craignure.

This leads on to the increasing 
number of cars wanting to be 
parked near the lift on the boat to 
make it easier to access the lift. 
Are they all genuine? 

The production of a ‘blue card’ 
should perhaps be required for 
this service.
Bruce Blackadder,Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull.

Well done to rain-
soaked workmen
Sir,
To the men who survived the 
week of terrible weather during 
the road re-surfacing from the 
Corran Halls to distillery corner, 
well done.

We have waited nearly 10 
years for the work to be carried 
out. We must thank Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre for getting 
it brought forward but there is 
a question mark. Will the new 
surface stick to the old surface? 

Maybe May would have been 
a better month. Only time will 
tell. I’ve never known weather 
like it that week; it was teeming 
down all night when the road 
was being resurfaced. 

So well done to all the men 
involved; they were soaked 
every night. All of you deserve a 
medal or a letter from the roads 
department for what you have 
done.
Hugh MacCorquodale, Oban.

Negative attitude 
towards Gaelic 
explained 
Sir,
Your editorial on March 13 
helpfully and concisely explained 
to incomers the negative attitude 
towards Gaelic in schools until 
relatively recently. 

‘Teachers at St Columba’s 
Primary School have encouraged 
Polish pupils to retain their native 
language, a completely opposing 

view to education authorities of 
yesteryear that discouraged and 
dismantled the Gaelic language 
over previous generations.’ 

In 1867 the editor of The Oban 
Times was James Miller. Typical 
amongst his  editorials was 
his attempt to demolish logical 
reasons given by ‘A Highlander’ 
who argued ‘that the teaching 
of the Gaelic language was not 

Highland schools’, September 
28 1867. 

Fortunately, the Cameron 
family - they called Ballachulish 
their spiritual home!- took over 
The Oban Times in 1881 and 
supported the Gaelic struggle 
for survival. Indeed, back issues 
of The Oban Times
contain authentic Argyll history 
not available elsewhere. Letters 
were most informative.

Institutional hostility to Gaelic 
really began with the Statutes of 
Iona (1609) commanding that 
‘every gentilman and yeoman 
... sall put at the least their eldest 
sone ... to the scuillis in the 
Lowland ... and bring thame up 
thair quhill they may be found 

and wryte Inglische.’
Note one important point 

about the title used to describe 
the preferred language. It is 
Inglische – not Scottis! Today, 
few are aware of the fact that the 
title used to describe Gaelic was 
Scottis (Scots) until about 1500 
when some writers of Lowland 
Inglische began to arrogate to 
their tongue the title of Scottis. 

That was an example of even 
earlier gallus behaviour.

A succession of measures 
followed aimed at the extirpation 
of the Gaelic language. The 
overall effect was to nourish 
a climate of prejudice which 
culminated in The Education 
(Scotland) Act of 1872 which did 
not acknowledge the existence 
of the Gaelic language or 
community. 

‘Literacy in Gaelic, which 
had been achieved by around 
100,000 in 1861, went into a 
decline which has continued, 
inexorably, until very recent 
times,’ Cothrom, No. 10  - Gaelic 
Learners’ magazine.
Ewan Macintyre, Culloden, 
Inverness.

Quality Oban 
hospital care
Sir,
I was both surprised and 
dismayed at your article 
concerning the quality of care 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban. 

As an emergency in-patient 

superlatives to describe the 
quality of care I received.

The new surgeon, Mr 
Abrahams, is quoted as saying 
‘delivery of surgical care is a 
team effort. It’s not about me, 
it’s about the whole team’. 

It was amply demonstrated 
to me during my stay that it is 
indeed about the whole team.

From porters and cleaners, to 
nurses and doctors, specialists 
and volunteers, everyone 
demonstrated the highest level of 
professionalism and standards of 
patient care which are the very 
best the NHS can offer. 

If there is anything wrong, I’m 

not lose sight of the fact that we 
have this amazing facility to 
serve us when in need. It’s one 
of Argyll’s gems.
Charles T Sidgwick, 
Kilmelford.

No need for public 
enquiry
Sir,
For the last 40 years I have had 
to go into hospital at least two 
or three times a year and I have 
therefore been in more than one 
hospital.

The treatment I get at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital in Oban is 
second to none.

The staff usually know most of 
the patients personally and many 
of the patients know the staff 
personally, which is certainly not 
the situation in a city hospital.

I support what Graeme Pagan 
said in his letter to The Oban 
Times.

I have no doubt Dawn 
Braidwood’s mother was in pain 
but it may be that the staff could 
not control the pain.

What would a public enquiry 

decide that Lorn and Islands 
Hospital is well run and gives 
excellent care.

I would rather the cost of an 
enquiry was spent on medical 
care.
John N Watson, Polvinster 
Road, Oban.

Caring for cats   
and dogs
Sir,
In response to Caroline 
Forrester’s comments regarding 
cats, may I take this opportunity 
to reassure her that Argyll 
Animal Aid is actively looking 
to rehome these cats.

Since the advert, 18 have found 
new caring homes.

We are currently in the process 
of obtaining the necessary 
permissions to construct a new 
purpose built cattery within 
Lochandubh Kennels and 
Cattery at Barcaldine where our 
dogs are also kept.

With the continued support 
from people of Argyll and Bute 
we mean to have a long term 
rehoming centre for both cats 
and dogs located at Barcaldine.
Argyll Animal Aid, 
Barcaldine. 

Don’t turn Mull 
into national park 
Sir,
Having built their conspicuous 
holiday home in a particularly 
scenic part of Mull, I read, 
Letters, March 13, that Mr 
and Mrs Ferris would like the 
island turned into a national 
park in order to make it almost 
impossible for local families to 
build homes to live in.
Lucy Mackenzie, Lip na 
Cloiche, Isle of Mull.

Wrong move on 
corroboration
Sir,
Ex-councillor Hall is correct in 
saying the SNP government’s 
aim to repeal the law on 
corroboration is wrong.

The police have access to 
CCTV evidence, DNA evidence 
and the medical and forensic 
science capability to prove a 
case.

There is a difference between 
an allegation and proof of guilt. 

The corroboration rule ensures 
that the prosecution has to prove 
any case from careless driving 
through to serious offences. 

Removing corroboration 
means that the evidence of a 

will have cases going to court 

based on the evidence of one 
accuser. A confession gained 
by the police would not have to 

accused made the confession.
Reducing the burden of proof 

ensures everyone loses as sher-
iffs and juries are charged only 
to convict if convinced beyond 
all reasonable doubt that the 
accused is guilty, so a reduction 
in evidence required will not 
increase convictions but do the 
exact opposite.

This issue has not been fully 
thought through by the govern-
ment which is probably why it 
was only voted through by 63 
votes to 61.
Annette Jeffrey, by email.

Take a close look  
at ferry figures
Sir,
Evaluation of the socio-economic 
study recently done by Aecom 
indicates that the Corran Ferry 
income declared in the Highland 
Council accounts for 2012-13 
appears short by £200,000.

-
cials can come up with is that the 
crossing numbers of 290,000 per 
year quoted in the report must be 
overstated by 50,000.

previous Aecom report in July 

any TEC services meeting min-
utes to indicate that the crossing 

at that time.
Indeed, the requirement for 

a morning 20-minute service 
frequency indicates ‘rush hour’ 
numbers of 200,000 per year, 
before you add on non peak, 
evening and weekend activity, 
plus additional crossings at times 
of high demand.

been called into question. The 
MVA consultancy report on 
ferries in 2010 states: ‘We have 
not received any substantive cost 
data from Highland Council.’

Also, of the three freedom of 
information requests submitted 
in the last year the only sig-

whatsoever prior to 2010-11. 
This is a scandalous indictment 

of their management ability to 
run the service and leaves users 
not really knowing whether it 

Therefore it is high time a full 
independent investigation of the 

is carried out. I have suggested 

could be made without imping-
ing on the service but these have 
been ignored, the council’s only 
response seeming to be to put 
fares up yet again.
Andrew Green, Acharacle.

Good Samaritan
Sir,
Last Friday, March 14, I lost my 
car keys somewhere between the 
council vehicle depot and Oban 
High School. 

I spent a fruitless hour tracing 

them. Finally I decided to go to 
the police station and enquire if 
they had been handed in. To my 
delight they had! 

As the Good Samaritan had not 
left any contact details, I hope 
they read this letter and accept 
my heartfelt thanks. I greatly 
appreciate they went out of their 
way in the pouring rain to leave 
the keys at the police station. 
Lynn Ashforth, Connel.

Plockton Music 
School Tour 2014
EACH year, sixth year 
pupils of Sgoil Chiuil na 
Gaidhealtachd in Plockton go 
on tour. 

This year’s event will 
be centred on the west of 
Scotland with one of their 
concerts taking place in 
Glasgow’s St Andrew’s in the 
Square and another in Douglas 
Academy, Milngavie. 

The former, on Tuesday 
April 1, will be a joint 
fundraiser for Friends of 
Plockton and for the venue 
and will feature some former 
pupils of the school including 
Daniel Thorpe, Innes Watson, 
Mischa MacPherson, Neil 
Ewart, Suzanne Houston 
and the band Cherry Grove. 
Tickets are available from 
www.musicglue.com. 

The following evening the 
pupils will be joined by the 
pupils of the Music School in 
Douglas Academy bringing 
together different genres of 
music. For tickets telephone 
0141 955 2365. Both concerts 
start at 7.30pm. 

Glasgow Skye 
Youth Concert
THIS year’s Glasgow Skye 
Association Youth Concert 
was held in Hyndland 
Secondary School and as in 
past years relied heavily on 
input from Glasgow’s Gaelic 
School and other Gaelic 
medium schools in the Greater 
Glasgow area. 

It was therefore appropriate 
that Kenny Campbell, 
who played a pivotal role 
in the setting up of Gaelic 
educational provision, was the 
compere for the evening. 

It was a night of variety with 
singing from choirs, small 
groups and solos as well as 
instrumental items featuring 

clarsach. 
Add in Highland dancing 

and you will appreciate that 
all tastes were catered for with 
the committee serving up their 
usual high quality eats.

Clydebank Erskine 
Ceilidh
THE ‘BANKIES’ will hold 
their annual ceilidh for 
Erskine Hospital in Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, on Friday 
April 12 at 7.30pm. 

The Rev Fred Booth will 
be in the chair with Gaelic 
songs provided by Mod Gold 
Medallists Paul MacCallum 
and Robert Robertson and 
Traditional Medallist Mary 
MacMillan. 

The Scots song singer will 
be Beth Street with the other 
artistes being accordionist 
Billy MacPhee, pipers Robert 
Wood and Iain Macphee and 
accompanist Kirsteen Grant. 

At their recent monthly 
ceilidh, chaired by Iain 
Campbell, the singing 
artistes were Janet Campbell, 
Kirsteen and Iain MacLean 
and Kirsty Harkins, 14, 
who sang Scots songs 
accompanied by her singing 
teacher Carol MacLean. The 
instrumentalists were Eilidh 

guitar, from Edinburgh, and 
piper Robert Wood.

Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Ceilidh
THE FINAL ceilidh for this 
session was held in Crawford 
Hall and was a relaxed and 
enjoyable occasion. 

Entertainment was provided 
by last year’s Traditional Gold 
Medallists Joan Morrison and 
Calum Angus MacDonald, 
Mod Gold Medallist Calum 
Ross and the youngsters in 
folk group Sinne. 

It is pleasing to see the 
youngsters, Angus and Eilidh 
Jenkins, Andrew Grossart and 
Rory MacDiarmid, who are all 
pupils at the Gaelic school and 
performed a variety of vocal 
and instrumental items, being 
given a stage to showcase their 
skills.

Reminder
THE COLLEGE of Piping 
will be the venue for an 
evening focussing on Pipers 
and Pipe Music of the Great 
War this coming Saturday, 
March 29, at 7.30pm. 

Some well-known tunes 
will be showcased, together 
with others which have only 
come to light as a result of this 
project. 

Admission is free and the 
evening will feature the music 
of Argyll and particularly 
the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders. Military 
historian Colin Campbell 
will provide the introductions 
to the music to be played by 
pipers Stuart Liddell and 
Alasdair Henderson as well 
as pipers from the Army 
School of Bagpipe Music and 
Drumming.

Diary dates
Thursday March 27: Gaelic 
Service, Downvale Street Free 
Church of Scotland, 7.30pm.
Friday March 28: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Crawford 
Hall, 9pm-1am. Partick Folk 
Club, Club Night, St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Hyndland 
Street, 7.30pm. Helensburgh 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Commodore Hotel, 8pm.
Saturday March 29: Pipers 
and Pipe Music, College of 
Piping - see above.
Tuesday April 1: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a, 
Waterloo Street, 8pm -
Anthony John Clark. Plockton 
Music School Traditional 
Tour, St Andrew’s in the 
Square - see above.
Wednesday April 2: Plockton 
Music School Traditional 
Tour, Douglas Academy, 
Milngavie - see above.
Thursday April 3: Plockton 
Music School Traditional 
Tour, Strachur Memorial Hall 
- see above.

Pub Scene
TRAIL West will be playing 
in the Park Bar on Friday 
evening with Ceol an Aire 
there on Saturday and Nicky 
McMichan on Sunday. 

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Twist of Fate on Friday and 
Parting Glass on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Oban cruising - a wind of change? 
The Queen Mary 2 and The World are two of the most recognis-
able and majestic cruise liners in the world - and they are plan-
ning to come to Oban.

Argyll and Bute Council and partners should be applauded for 
working with tour operators to bring these sea-going hotels to 
our shores.

But the challenge is not yet over. It will be a key part of the 
redevelopment of the North Pier, especially, to make Oban a 
marine tourism destination.

Is there enough to see, enough to do? How many interesting 
experiences can the town offer? What do the cruise ship pas-
sengers want from Oban?

If the council and local businesses strike the right note, it could 
see Oban sailing with a positive wind of change.
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Wednesday 26th March, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full Online Bidding Available

morrisleslie.com
Morris Leslie

PLANT AUCTIONS

Call on 01821 642 940 or visit 
morrisleslie.com

05 Daewoo Mega 400-V Loading Shovel 
JCB 3CX Backhoe Loader(2no) R&V Reg 
07 Daf LF 45 FA160 & Iveco Tippers(6no)

JCB Skidsteer Loader
Mercedes Beaver S/D Bus/Coach 
04 & 05 Volkswagen Minibuses

Citroen, Renault, Peugeot, Ford, Toyota, 
Volkswagen Vans(30no) 

Astra/Alhambra Estate Cars(2no)
57 Mitsubishi L200 4Work DI-D D/C

53/54 Nissan Terrano TD 4x4 Utility(2no)
Ingersoll Rand Pedestrian Rollers(3no)

This month’s plant auction has over 250 items including:

United Auctions 
Islay
UNITED Auctions sold 983 head to 
average £839.84 per head to a good 
following of mainland buyers at its 
Islay Sale on March 15. 

Bullocks sold to a top of £1,355 for 
a pen of British Blue Crosses from 
Octofad and to 325 pence per kilo 
for a pen of Charolais Crosses from 
RSPB, Aoradh.

Heifers sold to a top of £1,155 for 
a pen of Limousin Crosses from 
Ardbeg and to 286 pence per kilo 
for a pen of Limousin Crosses, also 
from Ardbeg.

Overall, an excellent show of 
quality cattle was presented and was 
easily cleared to a good following 
of buyers at satisfactory returns to 
vendors.

Top prices per head
Bullocks: AAx: £1055(2) – Aoradh 

Farm: £1025(6) – Craigens: £995(2) 
– Octofad: £945(11) – Aoradh: £935 
– Tallant(6) & Craigens(9).

BLONDx: £1025 – Eorrabus. 
CHARx: £1280 – Aoradh : £1235(2) 
– Octofad: £1165 – Tallant: £1155(3) 
– Octofad: £1145 – Aoradh & Eor-
rabus: £1135(4) – Tallant: £1105(4) 
– Craigens: £1095(7) – Eorrabus: 
£1085(4) – Aoradh: £1075(11) 
– Craigens: £1045(2) & £1035(6) 
– Aoradh: £1025(7) – Eorrabus: 
£1005 – Cruach(M/s Brown): £995 
– Aoradh(9), Tallant(2) & Eor-
rabus(7): £985(3) – Octofad: £975(5) 
– Aoradh: £955(3) – Tallant: £945 & 
£935 – Octofad : £935 – Aoradh(3) & 
Craigens(8).

HERx: £1185 – Octofad. LIMx: 
£1295(3) – Octofad: £1245 
– Eorrabus: £1225 – Ardbeg: 
£1185 – Kilchiaran & Lossit: 
£1175 – Ardbeg (2) & Kilchiaran: 
£1165(3), £1155(3) & £1145 – Eor-
rabus: £1135(5) – Ardbeg: £1115(2) 
– Octofad: £1105 – Ardbeg(2) & 
Lossit(3): £1095 – Octofad(4), Ard-
beg(4), Eorrabus & Neriby(2): £1085 
– Blackrock: £1075(3) & £1065(7) 
– Ardbeg: £1055 – Eorrabus(2) & 
Kilchiaran(3): £1035(5) – Neriby: 
£1025 – Octofad : £1005 – Carrabus 
& Lossit(6).

BRBx: £1355(2) & £1195(2) 
– Octofad : £1055 & £1035(2) – Ner-
iby : £1025(3) – Octofad.

Heifers
AAx: £845 – Octofad. CHARx: 

£1095 – Eorrabus: £1055(2) 
– Cladville: £1015 – Aoradh(2) & 
Eorrabus(3): £965(3) – Octfad.

LIMx: £1155(2) – Ardbeg: £1145 
– Octfad(4) & Kilchiaran: £1125 
– Blackrock: £1115 – Ardbeg: 
£1065 – Lossit: £1055(2) – Clad-
ville: £985(2) – Neriby: £925(2) 
– Octofad: £915(3) – Ardbeg: £905 
– Starchmill(2) & Neriby(2).

BRBx: £1025 – Octofad: £985(2) & 
£945 – Neriby: £905(3) – Octofad.

Top prices per kilo
Bullocks AAx: 266p(11) & 

249p(11) – Aoradh: 239p(6) – Tal-
lant: 237p – Knockrome: 235p(3) 
– Ballinaby: 234p(12) – Ardmen-
ish: 233p(6) – Craigens: 228p(2) 
– Knockrome.

Organisers of this year’s Lorn Agricultural Show have banked more than £2,500 from their annual 
fundraising dance in North Connel Hall. Gunna Sound returned to play to a packed hall and played their 
usual dose of rip-roaring tunes. The band are pictured with Lorn Show committee members, from left: 
Fiona Dickie, ssecretary; Christine Smith, treasurer; Karen Love, junior vice president; Mary Morrison, 

president; and Ewen MacGillivray, vice president. The show will be held at Keil Common Grazings, Tralee, 
on August 2. 16_t13lornshow01

FISHERMEN across Scotland breathed a sign of relief 
recently after months of uncertainty over catch quotas 
was brought to an end.

A three-party agreement between the EU, Norway 
and Faroes over mackerel provided the catalyst for the 
agreement to be quickly signed off, enabling Scottish 

immediate effect.

North Sea cod quota, and 15 per cent cuts for haddock, 
whiting and saithe in line with the long term manage-
ment plan. 

However, transfer arrangements with Norway saw 
the cuts in haddock and whiting mitigated to six 
per cent and eight per cent respectively. Plaice was 
increased by 15 per cent and North Sea herring saw a 
small cut of two per cent.

Bertie Armstrong, chief executive of the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation, said: ‘The months of delay in 
reaching this stage have been unprecedented, but we 

are relieved this agreement has now been achieved, 

in line with long-term management plans. We had 
hoped that there would have been a bigger increase 
in the North Sea cod quota, but at least a proposed 
cut has been fended-off. A cut in the cod quota at this 
stage would have made a mockery of the European 
Commission’s commitment to end discarding as it 

-

stock biomass over the coming year.
‘The recovery of North Sea cod is a remarkable 

success story but there needs to be a sensible long-
term approach to the management of the stock that 

is falling and that the stock is being harvested sustain-
ably.’

BLONDx: 253p – Eorrabus. 
CHARx: 325p(3) – Aoradh : 

298p(3) – Tallant: 292p(5) – Cal-
lumkill Estate: 288p(5) – Aoradh: 
286p – Cruach(M/s Brown): 285p(4) 
– Tallant: 278p(11), 277p(11) & 
275p(3) – Aoradh: 275p(2) & 267p 
– Tallant & Craigens(4): 262p(4) & 
259p  - Aoradh: 253p – Aoradh(3), 
Eorrabus(7) & Craigens(7): 252p 
– Aoradh(3) & Ballinaby: 251p 
– Octofad & Callumkill(2): 244p(2) 
– Aoradh: 243p(4) – Craigens: 
240p(2) – Cruach (Brown): 237p(7) 
– Eorrabus.

HERx: 199p – Octofad. LIMx: 
310p(7) – Ardbeg: 299p(3) – Neriby: 
296p – Duich: 293p – Blackrock: 
290p(3) – Ardbeg: 286p & 281p 
– Carrabus: 280p – Ardbeg(2) & 
Neriby(4): 277p(3) – Aoradh: 276p(5) 
– Carrabus: 275p(2) – Ardbeg: 
274p(2) – Carrabus: 272p – Ard-
beg(8) & Duich(2): 271p – Tallant(7) 
& Eorrabus: 267p(2) & 266p(11) 
– Tallant: 264p(4) – Ardbeg: 260p 
– Eorrabus: 259p – Carrabus(9) & 
Ardbeg(5): 258p – Lossit: 257p(2) 
– Octofad: 255p – Aoradh(10) & 
Lossit(3).

LUING: 244p & 231p 
– Cruach(Brown). SIMx: 252p(2) 
– Ballinaby. BRBx: 258p(2) & 
253p(2) – Octofad : 247p(2) & 236p 
– Neriby : 232p(3) – Octofad.

Heifers AAx: 234p – Octofad. 
CHARx: 283p(10) – Callumkill 
Estate: 266p(9) – Aoradh: 265p(3) 
– Cruach(Brown): 260p(7) 
– Tallant: 258p(7) – Aoradh: 256p(2) 
– Cruach(Brown): 253p – Octofad(2) 
& Aoradh(3): 245p – Carrabus: 
241p(5) – Aoradh: 233p(4) – Octo-
fad.

LIMx: 287p(2), 283p, 263p(3) 
& 259p(3) – Ardbeg: 255p(2) 
– Neriby: 245p – Carrabus & Ard-
beg(5): 244p(4) – Aoradh: 242p(6) 
– Smaladh: 241p(4) – Carrabus: 
238p(2) & 237p(3) – Octofad: 237p 
– Carrabus: 236p(4) & 235p(5) 
– Octofad: 235p – Lossit: 234p(12) 
– Octofad: 233p(8) – Ardbeg: 232p 
– Blackrock(5) & Neriby(2): 230p 
– Octofad(6), Aoradh(2), Ardbeg(4) 
& Blackrock.

SIMx: 223p(2) – Cladville. BRBx: 
269p(3) – Octofad : 255p(2) – Neriby 
: 230p – Octofad. 

UNITED Auctions (Stirling) sold 
7,651 Prime Sheep, including 5,981 
lambs and ewes and rams on March 
20.

Lambs (5981) – Boghall (Suff) 
£112.50; Gladhouse Mains (Tex) 
£109.50; Luckenburn (Btex) 
£109.50; Knock o Ronald (BF) 
£104; St Mungoes (X) £104; 
Cadogan (Mule) £103; Airleywight 
(Chev) £102. Lambs (5981) – Luck-
enburn (Btex) 249p; Harviesmailing 
(Tex) 247p; Headshaw (Suff) 246p; 
Calfward (Chev) 226p; Southbank 
(X) 221p; Kilmundie (BF) 214p; 
Groan (Mule) 210p.

Ewes (1670) – Connachan (Tex) 
£128.00; Harelaw (Suff) £107.50; 
Ardtornish (Chev) £98.50; Balmonth 
(HB) £96.50; Noblehouse (X) £92.50; 
Braeside of Lindores (Mule) £86.50; 
Kerry Cottage (Chev) £84.50; 

Harelaw (Zwar) £83.50; Broachrig 
(lleyn) £82.50; Netherwood (BTex) 
£79.50; Remony (BF) £76.50; Rams 
– Remony (BFL) £127.50;Remony 
(Tex) £126.50; Easter Cash (BTex) 
£112.50; Broachrig (lleyn) £96.50; 
Easter Cash (Suff) £95.50; Edinchip 
(BF) £88.50; Dunalastair (Chev) 
£73.50

Caledonian Marts 
Stirling
CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd, had on offer 2,623 Prime 
Hoggets and 924 Cast Ewes and tups 
on March 18.

Prime Hoggets (2,623) sold to 
234p (three times) for 40kg Beltex’s 
from W M Bell & Son, Craigend;  
40 kg Beltex’s from J Buchanan, 
Leadmachany and 41kg Texels from 
A C Fotheringham, Ballinloan and 
to £113 for 54kg Texel x’s from S & J 
E Andrew, Letter to average 204.76p 
(+1.42p on the week).  SQQ hoggets, 
2195 averaged 207.57p per kilo.

Leading Prices p per kg and pound 
per head

Belt – 233p Easter Ochtermuthill, 
£112 Craigend;  Belt x – 232p Cal-
lendoune, £108.50 Bankhead;  Cont 
- £231p West Thomaston, £108.50 
Letter; Tex – 229p Whitecross, £107 
Drumcairn; Tex x – 228p, £106.50 
Drumheldrick; Chev – 221p Barlea, 
£99 Coulshill;  Char – 214p West 
Thomaston, £90 Gartfairn;  Suff 
– 207p Newton Farm, £102 Rae-
cruick;  Suff x – 206p Raecruick, 
£97.50 Topps;  BF – 213p Graystale, 
£94 Letter;  Mule – 207p Tangy and 
Coulshill, £94.50 MeikleSeggie.

Also forward were 924 cast ewes 
and tups.

Heavy ewes (396) averaged £82.28 
(+ £2.38 on the week) and sold to a 
top of £121.50 for Texels from R 
Downie, Newton Farm, Crathie.

Export ewes (482) averaged £59.38 
(+ £7.42 on the week)and sold to a 
top of £64.50 for Cheviots from G 
Davie, Harviesmailing, Denny.

Tups (44) sold to a top of £136.50 
for Texels from Mr RDownie, New-
ton of Crathie.

Leading Prices
Ewes
Tex- £117.50 Allanfauld; Tex 

x- £112.50 Newton; Cont- £111.50 
Wester Ochtermuthill; Cont 
x- £108.50 Harviesmailing; Cross- 
£108.50 Aberuthven; BFL- £107.50 
Newton; Suff- £106.50 Newton; 
HB- £96.50 Newton; Chev- £89.50 
Bankhead; Mule- £81.50 Harvies-
mailing; BF- £67.50 Culreuch and 
Tangy; Shet- £25.50 Topps

Tups
Tex- £134.50 Newton, £127.50 

Wester Ochtermuthill; Suff- £125.50 
Gaisland; BF- £100 Newton; BFL- 
£97.50 Allanfauld.

Market reports

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Lorn Show dance 
raises £2,500 

Fishermen breathe sigh    
of relief over quota deal

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

McCormick CX105 Xtrashift,, 2007, 4wd, c/w Quicke 750 loader/3rd service/joystick, air con ...................................................................................................... £19,495
John Deere 6210 SE, 2002, c/w John Deere 631 loader/3rd service/joystick/ 90hp, left hand shuttle transmission, drumone telescopic puh ...............................£15,995
John Deere 6310SE, 4wd, c/w Quickie Q415 loader/3rd service/joystick, 2000, oversized tyres, powerquad, Drumone Telescopic................................................£15,995
Renault Celtis 426RX, c/w Mailleux MX8 loader/joystick/mach system, 4wd, 2003, 100hp, ex council tractor..............................................................................£14,995
Case CS94, c/w Chilton MX 40.70 loader/3rd service/joystick, 4wd, 2002, mechanical shuttle with electric split high and low, 2 spools, toplink, pickup hitch and drawbar, 
economy PTO ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................£13,995
Case 4240 Pro XL Cab, c/w Quickie 340 loader/3rd service/joystick, 4wd, 1996, , 40k, aircon.....................................................................................................£12,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools, trailer brake, PUH, front fenders, shuttle box .........................................................£11,795
Massey Ferguson 390, c/w MF80 loader/4ft muck fork/3rd service, 1989, 3 stick gears, 2 spools, toplink ................................................................................... £11,495
Zetor 6340E, 1999, 4wd, c/w traclift 120/3rd service/joystick/quick release loader, 75hp, 4514 hours recorded, www.gordonagri.co.uk ..................................... £11,995
Case 885XL, c/w loader/5ft Graipe, 80hp approx, 4wd, 1990, manual gears, spools, toplink, pickup hitch.....................................................................................£8,995
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner, trailer brake, www.gordonagri.co.uk ..........................................................................£12,995
John Deere 3300 SE, 1996, 4wd, 75hp, 6400 hours recorded, shuttle box, hydraulic pick up hitch, V5 doc................................................................................... £11,495
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, Perkins engine, 95HP, 2 spools, toplink, pickup hitch...................................................................................................£10,795
Case 995 Grassland Special, Turbo XL Cab, 1994,85hp, 2 spools, PUH,  twin pto, 1 owner from new V5 doc....................................................................................£9,995
Case 885XL 4wd, 1989 F reg, F353 JAO, 4600 recorded hours, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools, front fenders............................................................................................£7,995
Case 4210, 1994 M reg, 2wd, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools, 2 door cab, 13.6 x 36 80% and 10x16 80%...............................................................................................£8,495
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH, 13.6 x 38 and 7.5 x 18 50%, www.gordonagri.co.uk ...................................................................................£5,495
JCB 801.8 mini digger, c/w 1 bucket, Quick hitch, twin speed tracking, expanding under carriage ........................................................................ choice of 3 from £8,495
Kubota KX36 mini digger, 2005, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks, 2600 hours, ex national plant company, well maintained ...............................................................£7,995
Kubota rtv 900cc, 2005, selectable 2wd/4wd, Camo edition, power steering, hyd tipping body......................................................................................................£4,995

QUADS& ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. Good selection of 

used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

EXPERTS IN SLURRY MANAGEMENT

Slurry Solutions
Slurry Storage Systems

Automatic Scraper Systems

Slurry Pumps

Slurry Mixers

Multiscrapers

Automatic Cow Brushes

Screw Press Separators

Slurrystore Accessories

Service & Parts for most slurry machinery

Stoneleigh Park, Station Road,
Holme, Nr Carnforth, Lancashire, LA6 1HR.

Tel: 0044 1524 781 900  
Email: info@storthmachinery.co.uk www.storthmachinery.co.uk

Manufactured in the UK
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COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire.  1.5 ton to 15 ton
NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

But those who have already successfully achieved their self-build 

of a dream -  or the arrival of a costly nightmare – but it is worth the 
warm glow of self-satisfaction if your dream home becomes reality.

own character as they do about construction.

three reasons of why you are constructing your own home – read it 

Remember that undertaking this self-build is to achieve the home 
of your dreams. 

Land may also become available via auctions or on-line auction 

But they come with their own 

Plots being auctioned are often 

desirable for the seller. They are 
traded on a ‘sold as seen’ basis. 

dangers. 

via an auction and make your own 

Whatever your chosen route 

basic areas to consider before 

and any legal considerations.

ARGYLL is under attack 
by mutants - and time is 
running out to do some-
thing about it.
That’s the view of weed ex-
perts from the Oban-based 
Argyll Knotweed Control, 
which is struggling against 
the non-native Japanese 
Knotweed.
The business was estab-
lished in August 2013 by 
garden landscaping busi-
nessman Stanley Jeffery 
and Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil workman Garry Keeney, 
who carries out weed treat-
ment for the local authority.
Having initially formed the 
company to take advantage 
of a gap in the market, the 
men behind Argyll Knot-
weed have now taken it 
upon themselves to educate 
homeowners and landlords 
about the unrelenting weed, 
which grows so quickly and 
strongly that it can under-
mine buildings and over-
whelm nearby plants.
‘It really is a mutant weed,’ 

says Stanley. ‘And Argyll 
and Bute is one of the worst 
areas in the UK for it.
‘I think it is the climate 
here. The knotweed tends 
to thrive in boggy areas and 
near streams and burns.’
Asked if he felt a civic duty 
to inform people about 
the threat of knotweed, 
Stanley replied: ‘I wouldn’t 
say that, but I do get an-
gry when I see people not 
dealing with it properly. 
I’ve done a lot of research 
into this.’
Argyll Knotweed Control 
also needs to keep up with 
constantly changing legis-
lation and treatments, as 
the government and local 

authorities begin to rec-
ognise Japanese Knot-
weed’s destructive pres-
ence.
‘The legislation over 
treatments and in relation 
to properties is very com-
plex,’ Garry said.
‘Mortgage lenders can 
refuse a loan based on 
whether there is knotweed 
present and it is also sup-
posed to be included in 
any Home Report.
‘We have spoken to banks, 
mortgage advisors, estate 
agents and contractors 
but some people still 
don’t realise the impact it 
has made.
‘The plant’s roots are so 
deep that if it is within 
seven metres of a property 
we consider it a category 
five situation and must be 
removed straight away.
‘When someone is buy-
ing a house or a site, the 
presence of knotweed is 
something they need to 
know about.’

new plot

BLOCKED 
DRAIN?

Drain and septic tank survey, 
installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage 
& Groundworks
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GROUND CONDITIONS

Ground conditions are important as it forms the foundations of your 
dream home. It may be necessary to employ a specialist to ensure 
that the plot of land is ideally suited for your project. Simple things like 

with? Building land may have been built on previously and what lies 
beneath the surface in terms of drains, pipe work, foundations, etc 
may have cost implications that are not immediately obvious.

Something as simple as the incline of the proposed plot should also 
be noted as this may add extensively to the cost of groundwork prior 

When viewing a plot, bear in mind that the overall dimensions 
should not only be capable of containing the house but that planning 

garages, turning vehicles, space for safe central heating fuel storage, 
if applicable, and other amenities in relation to the size of said home.

Don’t take the sellers word as to the size of the plot. 
It is your responsibility to ensure that the dimensions of the land for 

sale is as stated. 
It would also be advisable at this stage to come back from the site 

and, if possible, view it from a distance – get the ‘bigger picture’. This 
will give you a better feel for the surroundings or the neighbourhood.

PLANNING

to negotiate. 
Don’t be put off by the multitude of nightmare scenarios that others 

will willingly relate to you. Learn from their errors and experiences, 
do the homework, and seek help from experts who do these often 
complex communications with local authorities on a daily basis. 

Planning restrictions and interpretations may differ slightly from 
area to area so gain expert local knowledge whenever possible. 

Plots with outline planning permission 
already granted will cost in the 

region of 500% more than 
land without. Obtaining 
planning from scratch 
may be time consuming 

and is not without its 
pitfalls, but it can also be 
rewarding if approached 
correctly.

There are also areas 
that come under 
the category of 
‘designated’ – these 

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

Welding, Fabrication, 

Gates, Railings, 

Wrought Iron, 

Structural Work, 

General metalwork

Unit 6 , Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Mill Lane Oban

01631 562365    07767812043

Fred Spreadbury
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

are subject to complex planning and are probably best avoided by 
the inexperienced. Designated areas include Green Belts, which 

likely have strict restrictions on sizes and styles of house building. 
National Parks, which are exactly what the name suggests, have 
few permitted developments and have rules regarding not only style 
of building but also materials used. Areas of Outstanding Natural 

or geological features.

UTILITIES AND SERVICES 

All plots will require utilities and services at some stage. 
Plots adjacent to other houses or existing buildings are often easier 

to get through the planning maze simply because water and power 

Rural and isolated locations are a very different proposal, with the 
cost of installing utilities becoming a major cost factor in negotiating 
the original purchase price of the land.

Considerable consideration should be given to the proximity of 
schools, shops and public transport. These may not be priorities 
in your dream location – but should you opt to move in the future, 
they may affect the resale value of your house – what you view as a 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS

purchase check for any title issues, the legality of the boundaries, 
rights of access through, or indeed, on and off the site – there is little 
point in buying a site that you cannot then gain entry to. 

This is particularly relevant if the plot is in a rural or remote location 
where access is via neighbouring land. Old or verbal agreements 

new home
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Lonan Properties Ltd, Innishail, 
Taynuilt, PA35 1JH Tel: 01866 822181

Email: lonanpropltd@btconnect.com

New Build Plots for Sale
Contact 
Hamish Matheson

NEW BUILDS 
CONTRACTING

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

and must not be regarded as automatically transferable.
This is also true of shared access which can sometimes be a very 

grey area shrouded amid myth, lies and well-intentioned assumptions 

money changes hands. 
Shared access normally also means shared liability in relation to 

maintenance costs and shared liability for incidents or accidents that 
happen on that piece of shared land - ie trees falling onto neighbours’ 
property, broken or damaged fences, injury to residents or visitors 
as a result of neglect to said shared access.

Sometimes, in order to get planning permission, you will be asked 
to sign a legal obligation, also known as a planning agreement and 
in Scotland commonly called a Section 50 Agreement. This can 
restrict how land is used 
or make the applicant bear 
the cost of off-site works 
before building work can go 
ahead.

out if there are any such 
agreements relating to 
the plot that may have 
already been signed. As the 
purchaser, you are legally 
bound by any agreement that 
comes with the purchase. 

exists.

Also, there may be verbal 
agreements made with 
the vendor with regard to 
building or reinstating walls, 
fences, drains or even to 
the extent of getting the 
vendor’s permission before 
extending, altering or even 
selling your property – these 
ancient feus are legally 
binding and should be 
discussed at length with a solicitor before entered into.

Building your own house can be one of the most stressful times of 
your life – but it can also be the most rewarding. Don’t enter into it 
lightly – it may be one of the largest purchases you are ever likely to 
make and worth every penny.

RENOVATING OLDER PROPERTIES

When it comes to buying property there are two schools of thought. 
There are those who go for brand new properties and those who 
prefer something that’s already been lived in. There is a lot to be 
said on both sides, but for some there is absolutely no beating the 
challenge and satisfaction gained from turning an old and mediocre 
house into something with character and the essential modern 
facilities of a very desirable property indeed.

It is often the case that older properties will cost less than their 

recently built equivalents, especially if they lack such 

heating, loft insulation, double glazing and insulated 
doors. The best thing of all about buying such a 
property and renovating it is, when you do decided to 
sell and move on, your investment is more than amply 
rewarded.

There are stipulations of course. The workmanship 
must be of the highest quality. It must be carried out 
according to all current legislation, Bye Laws and safety 
standards. If extensions have been added on, they too 
must comply with building regulations, not to mention 

the planning Laws.
This is particularly important where large properties are converted 

out to the highest standards, no building society will even consider 

be almost impossible to sell.
When anyone is approaching the possibility of buying an older 

property to renovate, they shouldn’t take one step without the 
advice of a surveyor. The surveyor will be their mentor, adviser and 
protector. The surveyor will know what is feasible and what is not. 
He (or she) will have some understanding of potential cost, will know 
which renovations will add to the property’s value and which will be 
a waste of time. The surveyor can add probity to the whole project 
so that, when it comes to sell and move on, the whole project will 
appear ‘right’.

new plot new home

Anyone considering taking on such a project with the intention of 
doing a great deal of the work themselves should be wholly aware 
of their limitations. Building work of any sort has the potential for 
danger, either to the builder or to those will live in the property in 
the future. It is essential therefore to have contact with a reputable 
local builder who can oversee the work, and provide such skilled 

such things as gas appliances, and electrical rewiring, it is illegal for 

a property in dire need of renovation. However, this will usually be 

of the building.

will need a solicitor to advise you if by doing those renovations with 
the object of selling and moving on, you might not attract unwanted 
tax liabilities. Do take advice before you start.

If you enjoy a challenge and would like to turn that tatty old heap of 
bricks you’ve fallen in love with, into a palace that’s the envy of your 
neighbours, go ahead by all means but do be sure you know what 
you are taking on. You may have to live amongst dust and rubble for 
a year or so. You may go without heating and lighting for a while. You 
may even have to live in a caravan in the garden until the project is 
done.

you can move on to the next project.
You’ve got to be hard though. No point falling in love with your 

harden your heart and look on it as an investment, part of your 

you’ll have with that!
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your property in our 

Guide.

Tel: 01631 568010

TO LET

TO LET
Three bed house in 
Glenview, Dalmally

£460 per month (bills not inc)
Off-street parking, garden 

and upstairs toilet 
(downstairs bathroom)

Furnished or unfurnished
Landlord Registration number 

370049/130/24431
EPC pending

07717794925

To Let, 
Isle of Seil

3 bedrooms, 
2 lounge detached 

cottage, unfurnished,
£575 per month

EPC D58,
Landlord reg no 

84265/130/22150.

Telephone 
0778375657

LONG TERM LET
- CONNEL

One bedroom chalet, 
kitchen and bathroom 

and living room area, fully 
equipped and early entry, 
£90 per week inclusive.  

Sorry no DSS or pets.
Telephone 

07887771229 
for details.  

Window Blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Find your next property at 

Spring 
Property Review

WHETHER buying, selling or even renting, when 

essential stop should be to your local estate 
agency.
As the focal point for residential and 
commercial property, the estate agency will 
be able to guide you through what can be a 
complicated market, helping get the best deal 
for you whatever your circumstances.
One of the more obvious roles played by an 
estate agent is to advertise properties currently 
for sale through their books. Easy to peruse, 

a property that best suits you from what’s 
currently available.
However, an estate agent can also help you 

can even alert you to deals just about to come 

the ideal home or premises.

From a seller’s point of view, the role of the 
estate agent is near priceless. Not only can they 
provide an unrivalled shop window for your 
property, but they can advise you on methods 
and ways in which to improve or redesign your 
home in order to make it more attractive to 
a buyer. 
This can range from simple steps such as 
repainting the walls to redesigning the 
bathroom – all from an objective point of view 
that understands the buyers likely to look at 
your home or building.
Such is the property market now that many 
estate agencies also cater for rental properties 
too, so you don’t need to be in the market 
to buy or sell to make best use of the estate 
agency’s skills.

GARAGE/WAREHOUSE 
FOR SALE/RENT

Approximately 4000 sq ft, with 
offices, toilets and partial second 
floor, situated in industrial area of 

Campbeltown.
Interested parties contact Box Number 
120, Campbeltown Courier, Longrow 

South, Campbeltown, PA28 6AE.

COMMERCIAL

FLAT TO LET
CONNEL

2 BEDROOMS
£550pcm + 
c/tax & bills

No DSS

Tel:07541 060673
Landlord Reg: 

385029/130/18461

FOR SALE
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Local Knowledge - National Coverage

Oban Office - 8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
Tel: 01631 565251
E: obanea@macphee.co.uk

Fort William Office - Airds House, An Aird, Fort William PH33 6BL
Tel: 01397 702200
E: estateagency@macphee.co.uk

To find out more visit our website www.macphee.co.uk

SUPERIOR LOCHSIDE DWELLINGHOUSE
THE OLD INN, LETTERFINLAY, SPEAN BRIDGE, PH34 4DZ

Enjoying spectacular views over Loch Lochy to the Great Glen, The 
Old Inn forms a most desirable detached dwelling house. Steeped 
in Highland history, the property was a former ‘King’s House’, which 
has been thoughtfully renovated and extended to create a fantastic 
family home. The property is in excellent order and offers a selection 
of versatile rooms in a convenient layout and has been designed so it 
can be easily divided into two properties, subject to all the necessary 

and double glazing, with the exception of the entrance porch.

An impressive Kitchen/Diner is at the heart of the home, boasts a 
vaulted ceiling with exposed beams and enjoys views to both the 
front and rear of the property. A semi-open plan Lounge and Sitting 

bedrooms plus study/5th bedroom.

The Old Inn also has the advantage of access to Loch Lochy, whilst 
included in the sale is approximately 2.5 acres of ground. Loch Lochy 
is one of the 3 lochs forming part of the Caledonian Canal, linking the 
west and east coasts of Scotland between Fort William and Inver-

Bridge and 15 miles from Fort William. EPC Rating: D 58

Price Guide: £350,000
For further information please call

Skara Brae forms a unique, modern, Architect designed 
detached villa, situated in the desirable village of Ballachulish. 
Enjoying views to the surrounding countryside, the property is 

The sale offers an ideal opportunity to acquire a fantastic 
family home or continue the successful self-catering business 
- with high reputation and excellent occupancy levels. 

Boasting many attractive features such as the large open-
plan kitchen, diner and sitting room, the property also 

Located in the heart of the Scottish Highlands, Ballachulish is 
ideally placed to take full advantage of the many leisure and 
pleasure activities which the area has to offer, plus has the 
convenience of a primary school, doctors surgery, restaurant 

amenities are available in Fort William, some 15 miles north, 
and Oban, 32 miles to the south. EPC Rating: C 76

For further information please call

MODERN DETACHED VILLA
SKARA BRAE, BALLACHULISH, PH49 4JQ

Clachan Dubh Cottages is part of a unique development re-creating a traditional crofting hamlet combined 
with the standards and comforts demanded of a modern lifestyle. The development will provide two 
rows of three cottages, each cottage of one and a half storeys in height, providing three bedrooms and 

boiler for frost protection, each room is 
served by radiators alongside the wood 
pellet stove in the lounge. There is parking 
for two cars at the property, a front and rear 
garden, an area of decking to the rear and a
timber garden shed.

For further information please call

CLACHAN DUBH COTTAGES, BALVICAR, ISLE OF SEIL
PHASE 2 - NEARING COMPLETION

FIXED PRICES FROM: £180,000
RESERVE TODAY WITH A 5% DEPOSIT

· CHARMING NEW COTTAGES
· POPULAR RURAL VILLAGE
· SEMI-OPEN PLAN LOUNGE & 

DINING AREA
· 3 BEDROOMS
· MODERN FITTED KITCHEN WITH   

INTEGRATED APPLIANCES
· MODERN BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM

· ENERGY EFFICIENT BIOMASS 
 HEATING SYSTEM

· DOUBLE GLAZING

· GARDENS TO FRONT AND REAR

· PRIVATE PARKING FOR 2 CARS

· GARDEN SHED AND WOOD STORE

· 10 YEAR NHBC GUARANTEE

NOW

UNDER

CONSTRUCTIO
N

ONLY
 3 

REMAIN
IN

G! NEW BUILD HOUSES, GALLANACH ROAD, OBAN
FIXED PRICE: £185,000 each

RESERVE TODAY FOR ONLY £1,000

Ganavan Sands Development Limited are delighted 
to offer for sale four 3-bedroom semi-detached homes 
at its development at Gallanach. Perfect for young 
professionals, families and investors, the properties offer 

within easy reach, and with pleasant, partial waterside 
views over the Sound of Kerrera. The properties have 
been designed by local architects, who have carefully 
selected materials both internally and externally to 
complement the outstanding location.

• SEMI-DETACHED ENERGY EFFICIENT FAMILY
HOMES

• PARTIAL VIEWS OVER THE SOUND OF KERRERA
• CLOSE TO TOWN FACILITIES AND AMENITIES
• LOUNGE WITH DINING AREA
• MODERN FITTED KITCHEN WITH INTEGRATED

APPLIANCES & SPACE/PLUMBING FOR WASHING
MACHINE & DISHWASHER

• 3 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
• CONTEMPORARY BATHROOM & EN-SUITE
• NEUTRAL DECORATION
• DOUBLE GLAZING & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP
• MAINS SMOKE DETECTORS
• GARDEN & GRAVELLED DRIVEWAY

For further information please call

Ground Floor Plan

First Floor Plan

VIEWINGS AVAILABLE FROM APRIL 2014

SAMPLE LOUNGESAMPLE KITCHEN

MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents
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MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents

Contact us for a free 
valuation

Sales and Rentals www.macphee.co.uk property@macphee.co.uk

10 GLENLOCHY 
ROAD, 

FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 6GY

PRICE GUIDE: £248,000
• CONTEMPORARY DETACHED VILLA
 IN IMMACULATE ORDER
• LOCATED IN HIGHLY DESIRABLE,

PRIVATE MODERN DEVELOPMENT

• LOUNGE
• DINING ROOM
• UTILITY
• 4 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
• OFFICE/5TH BEDROOM
• BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN & GARAGE
• EPC RATING: E 53

SEAFIELD HOUSE, 
KINLOCHEIL, 

FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 7NP

PRICE GUIDE: £210,000
• CHARMING DETACHED COTTAGE
• STUNNING VIEWS OVER LOCH EIL
• RURAL LOCATION

• IN EXCELLENT ORDER
• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN & DINING ROOM
• 2 BEDROOMS
• STUDY/3RD BEDROOM
• LPG FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN & OUTBUILDING
• EPC RATING: F 27

ROWAN LODGE, 
GLENANCROSS,

MORAR, PH40 4PD
PRICE GUIDE £275,000 

• DESIRABLE DETACHED VILLA
• CLOSE TO CAMUSDARACH BEACH
• IN EXCELLENT ORDER

• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN/DINER
• 3 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
• OIL FIRED CENTRAL HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN WITH WOODEN CABIN
• WORKSHOP
• EPC RATING: C 73

GLENHURICH CROFT, 
POLLOCH, STRONTIAN,

PH37 4LX
PRICE GUIDE: £125,000 

• TRADITIONAL DETACHED COTTAGE
• RURAL LOCATION
• STUNNING VIEWS TO

SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE
• LOUNGE

• KITCHEN/DINER
• 4 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• MOSTLY DOUBLE GLAZED
• SOLID FUEL HEATING - VIA   

RAYBURN
• GARDEN WITH SHED & STORE SHED
• TIMBER GARAGE
• EPC RATING: F 30

BUT ‘N’ BEN 1, 
STRONABA, SPEAN
BRIDGE, PH34 4DX

PRICE GUIDE: £94,000 
• CHARMING SEMI-DETACHED
 COTTAGE
• DESIRABLE LOCATION
• IN EXCELLENT ORDER

• SELF-CATERING BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

• OPEN-PLAN LOUNGE,
 KITCHEN & DINER
• DOUBLE BEDROOM WITH

EN-SUITE SHOWER ROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• FINNISH BBQ HUT
• EPC RATING: C 70

GLENGYLE HOUSE,
GLEN NEVIS, FORT

WILLIAM, PH33 6PF
PRICE GUIDE: £485,000

• SUPERIOR GUEST HOUSE WITH
LETTING APARTMENT

• IN IMMACULATE CONDITION
• 4 STAR VISITSCOTLAND GRADING
• LOUNGE
• DINING ROOM

• KITCHEN/DINER
• 5 BEDROOMS (ALL EN-SUITE)
• DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL FIRED 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN & GARAGE
• EPC RATING: C 71
• LETTING APARTMENT: OPEN-PLAN

LOUNGE/KITCHEN/DINER,
 2 BEDROOMS (1 EN-SUITE),   

SHOWER ROOM

CORRAN VIEW,
5 CORRAN GARDENS,

ONICH, BY FORT
WILLIAM, PH33 6SJ

PRICE GUIDE: £340,000
• SUPERIOR DETACHED BUNGALOW
• DELIGHTFUL LOCATION WITH

SPECTACULAR VIEWS TO
LOCH LINNHE

• SUBSTANTIAL ELEVATED POSITION
• LOUNGE & SITTING ROOM
• KITCHEN DINER
• DINING ROOM
• 4 DOUBLE BEDROOMS
• UTILITY
• 2 BATHROOMS
• LARGE MATURE GARDEN
• EPC RATING: D 60

WHITE ROSE COTTAGE,
MINGARRY, ACHARACLE,

PH39 4NJ
PRICE GUIDE: £98,000 

• ATTRACTIVE DETACHED BUNGALOW
• DRAMATIC VIEWS TO LOCH SHIEL &

BEN RESIPOLE
• RURAL LOCATION

• IN VERY GOOD ORDER
• OPEN-PLAN LOUNGE/KITCHEN/ 
 DINER
• 2 DOUBLE BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING (WITH THE
 EXCEPTION OF ONE GLAZED PANEL)
• LARGE GARDEN & PARKING AREA
• EPC RATING: E 41

PLOTS 1, 2 & 3, WESTER
BANK, GLENFINNAN,

PH37 4LS
PRICE GUIDE: £65,000 

(PER PLOT)
• 3 PRIME INDIVIDUAL

BUILDING PLOTS

• LARGE SITES
• SPECTACULAR VIEWS TOWARDS

BEN NEVIS
• PLANNING PERMISSION IN   

PRINCIPLE AGREED
• STUNNING RURAL LOCATION
• SITUATED IN THE PICTURESQUE

VILLAGE OF GLENFINNAN

17 PIER VIEW,
SCARINISH, 

ISLE OF TIREE
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF: £165,000
• DETACHED BUNGALOW
• DESIRABLE ISLAND LOCATION

• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN-SUITE)
• BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 

HEATING
• GARDEN & OFF-STREET PARKING
• NHBC WARRANTY
• EPC RATING:  D 67

EREDINE, 
ARDCONNEL ROAD, 

OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF: £210,000
• TRADITIONAL DETACHED VILLA
• PARTIAL VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY
• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED
• LOUNGE & KITCHEN/DINER

• 4 BEDROOMS (TWO EN-SUITE)
• BATHROOM & CLOAKROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING (WITH THE

EXCEPTION OF THE UTILITY &
 CUPBOARD)
• GAS CENTRAL HEATING &

MULTI-FUEL STOVE
• GARDEN
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  F 35

LYMOND, 
CEUM DHUN RIGH, 

BENDERLOCH
FIXED PRICE: £225,000

• £10,000 BELOW HOME REPORT
 VALUATION
• WELL PRESENTED DETACHED 
 DWELLINGHOUSE
• LOUNGE & SUN ROOM        

• KITCHEN
• 5 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN SUITE)
• MEZZANINE LEVEL ABOVE

MASTER BEDROOM
• FAMILY BATHROOM
• BIOMASS CENTRAL HEATING

SYSTEM & DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN WITH GARDEN SHED
• GARAGE & PARKING
• EPC RATING:  E 41

SHIAN, KNOCKAN, 
ARDTUN, 

ISLE OF MULL 

OFFERS OVER: £275,000
• ATTRACTIVE DETACHED BUNGALOW
• SUPERB SEA VIEWS
• EXCITING HOLIDAY LET/

SELF-CATERING OPPORTUNITY        

• OPEN PLAN KITCHEN/
 DINER & LOUNGE
• 4 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM, CLOAKROOM
 & UTILITY ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL FIRED 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN, PARKING &

TURNING AREA
• EPC RATING:  C 71

CLACHARAN, CUAN 
FERRY, ISLE OF SEIL 
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF: £235,000
• ARCHITECT-DESIGNED DETACHED 
 DWELLINGHOUSE
• STUNNING SEA VIEWS TO FRONT
 & SIDES

• LOUNGE, DINING AREA & KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS & 2 BATHROOMS
• UTILITY ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING, ELECTRIC

STORAGE HEATING & SOLAR PANELS
• GARDEN, UNDER-BUILD STORE &

LARGE STORAGE SHED
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  D 66

BROCHROY COTTAGE, 
TAYNUILT

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF: £125,000

• DELIGHTFUL TERRACED COTTAGE
IN POPULAR VILLAGE LOCATION

• RARE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE

• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS & SHOWER ROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING & OPEN FIRE
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• COTTAGE GARDEN WITH VIEWS

TO REAR
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  G 17

PENNYGATE LODGE, 
CRAIGNURE, 
ISLE OF MULL 

GUIDE PRICE: £350,000
• WELL PRESENTED FORMER   

GEORGIAN MANSE
• STUNNING SEA VIEWS
• BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

• SELF-CONTAINED 2-BEDROOM
ANNEXE

• LOUNGE, KITCHEN & DINING ROOM
• 8 BEDROOMS (5 EN-SUITE)
• BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM
• STUDY
• LANDSCAPED GARDEN GROUNDS
• PLANNING PERMISSION
• MOORING AVAILABLE
• EPC RATING:  F 30

SULISKER,
NORTH CONNEL

OFFERS OVER: £325,000
• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED   
 DETACHED GRANITE VILLA
• STUNNING LOCH & MOUNTAIN
 VIEWS
• NEWLY RENOVATED, IN EXCELLENT  

ORDER THROUGHOUT

• LOUNGE, DINING ROOM & KITCHEN
• UTILITY ROOM
• 2 BEDROOMS (MASTER EN SUITE)
• FAMILY BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & OIL FIRED 
 CENTRAL HEATING
• GARDEN WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS
• SPACIOUS PARKING AREA &   

GARAGE
• EPC RATING:  E 54

AVICH APARTMENT, 
SONACHAN HOUSE, 
PORT SONACHAN

FIXED PRICE: £140,000
• FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT IN

FORMER VICTORIAN MANSION
• EXCELLENT HOLIDAY LETTING

POTENTIAL

• ENVIABLE VIEWS OVER LOCH AWE
 AND BEN CRUACHAN
• FISHING RIGHTS & MOORING FOR

ONE BOAT
• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• ELECTRIC HEATING
• GARDEN
• EPC RATING:  G 7

LAND AT SOROBA
HOUSE, OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF: £165,000

• RARE OPPORTUNITY TO  PURCHASE
LAND CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE

• APPROXIMATELY 5 ACRES (2.03HA)
 IN TOTAL
• PLEASANT RESIDENTIAL LOCATION
• EASY ACCESS TO LOCAL FACILITIES
 & AMENITIES
• SERVICES AVAILABLE CLOSE BY

THE LARCHES,
10 FERRYFIELD ROAD, 

CONNEL

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF: £210,000

• WELL PRESENTED DETACHED 
BUNGALOW

• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 3 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• UTILITY ROOM
• INTEGRATED GARAGE
• DOUBLE GLAZING & NIGHT

STORAGE HEATING
• GARDEN & GARDEN SHED
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  F 25

GYLEN, 
SOROBA HOUSE MEWS,

OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF: £152,000
• SEMI-DETACHED BUNGALOW IN
 DESIRABLE LOCATION

• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED
• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & ELECTRIC 

HEATING
• GARDEN & GARDEN SHED
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  E 40

THE OLD CHURCH, 
PENNYGHAEL, 
ISLE OF MULL 

OFFERS OVER: £240,000
• CONVERTED CHURCH IN ISLAND 
 VILLAGE LOCATION
• SUPERB SEA & MOUNTAIN VIEWS
• LOUNGE & DINING ROOM        
• KITCHEN & VESTRY
• 3 BEDROOMS (ONE EN SUITE)

• BATHROOM
• STUDIO & KITCHEN/DARK ROOM
• NIGHT STORAGE HEATING &

OIL STOVE
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GARDEN, GREENHOUSE &

POTTING SHED
• PRIVATE PARKING & DOUBLE

GARAGE
• EPC RATING:  E 43

18 ISLAY ROAD, OBAN
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF: £125,000
• WELL PRESENTED END-TERRACED 

HOUSE
• SPACIOUS LOUNGE WITH
 DINING AREA

• KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING &

ELECTRIC HEATING
• ON STREET PARKING
• GARDEN
• EPC RATING:  F 38

1B ANGUS TERRACE,
OBAN

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF: £145,000

• FIRST FLOOR MAIN DOOR FLAT
SPLIT OVER TWO LEVELS

• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED

• LOUNGE, KITCHEN & DINING ROOM
• 4 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM & SHOWER ROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & GAS CENTRAL

HEATING
• GARDEN & GARDEN SHED
• ON-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  D 57

9 MORVERN HILL, 
OBAN

OFFERS OVER: £150,000
• WELL PRESENTED SEMI-DETACHED 

BUNGALOW
• DESIRABLE LOCATION

• LOUNGE & KITCHEN
• 2 BEDROOMS & BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING, ELECTRIC

HEATING & SOLAR PANELS
• GARDEN & GARDEN SHEDS
• OFF-STREET PARKING
• EPC RATING:  D59

HAZEL COTTAGE, 1 WEST
DRIVE, ARDBRECKNISH,

LOCH AWE
OFFERS IN THE REGION

OF: £250,000 
(INCLUDING FURNITURE)
• WELL PRESENTED DETACHED 
 DWELLINGHOUSE
• LOCH & MOUNTAIN VIEWS
• CURRENTLY A SUCCESSFUL

HOLIDAY LET WITH INCOME OF
 CIRCA £25K P.A.

• LOUNGE WITH GAMES AREA
• KITCHEN & DINING AREA
• CONSERVATORY & EXTENSIVE
 DECKING
• 4 BEDROOMS & 2 BATHROOMS
• DOUBLE GLAZING, NIGHT STORAGE

HEATING & GAS BURNING STOVE
• GARDEN WITH FEATURE BARBEQUE

HUT & THREE GARDEN SHEDS
• BOAT LANDING RIGHTS FROM

SLIPWAY
• SPACIOUS PARKING AREA
• EPC RATING:  E 42

GARBHEIN, KILMELFORD
FIXED PRICE: £270,000

• £10,000 BELOW HOME REPORT 
 VALUATION
• STAMP DUTY PAID
• SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED PROPERTY
• BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED
• DESIRABLE VILLAGE LOCATION

• LOUNGE, KITCHEN & DINING ROOM
• 4 BEDROOMS (2 EN-SUITE)
• FAMILY BATHROOM
• DOUBLE GLAZING & STORAGE

HEATING
• SPACIOUS GARDEN & DOUBLE GARAGE  
• PRIVATE PARKING
• EPC RATING:  C 71

STAMP
DUTY PAID
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Leven Homes Ltd (Kinlochleven)
requires a

APPROVED ELECTRICIAN WITH 
APPROVED STATUS (ACA)

for immediate start.
Must hold 17th Edition, ECS, SJIB

and Grading Card 
Commercial & domestic work. Driving licences essential.

Starting Salary £31,000 Per annum
Plus Over time+ Callout.

Contact Sylvia Hayes On 01855 831900
or email levenhomes@btinternet.com

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Care Home For The Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Tel. 01631 562168    Fax. 01631 570623

We are recruiting for a senior care officer,  Full 
time post.  Fixed term contract for 1 year. Good 
pay and conditions.  Suitable candidates require 
to have qualifications and experience in care of 
the elderly.  In the absence of Manager / Depute, 
the Senior Care Officer will assume responsibility 
for the day-to-day management of the home. 
Minimum SVQ level 3 in Health and Social Care or 
nursing qualification.  For an application form and 
job description contact manager Morag A Telfer.  
Closing date for applications Monday 7th April.

Mobile Crane Operator/ HGV Driver
All candidates should have previous experience of working 
on Mobile Cranes, have relevant licenses / certificates / 
references and be willing to work overtime. Other duties 
will include general HGV driving
Pay rate is negotiable depending on experience.

HGV Driver
All candidates should have previous experience, have relevant 
licenses / certificates and be willing to work overtime
Competitive salary is on offer.
Driving duties will include general haulage, Aggregates, 
Concrete, Skips.

HGV Mechanic/ Plant Fitter
Experienced HGV Mechanic/ Plant Fitter required for our 
workshop team. You will be responsible for the full service, 
repair and maintenance of HGVs / Heavy Vehicles including 
MOT preparation. A HGV License would be desirable but 
not essential. 
If You are interested in any of the above please forward an up 
to date CV to Graham M Greenlees, Argyll Resources Group, 
Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA344PL
Email: graham.greenlees@argyllresources.co.uk
Tel Ph 01631 566370

Assistant Land Agent/
Administrator
(1 year Maternity Cover)

We are looking for a highly motivated and 
enthusiastic individual to join our team based 
in Oban.  You will be part of the Rural Land 
Management division delivering Estate and 
Property management for both institutional and 
private clients throughout the West Highlands 
and Islands.

You will be a highly organised individual with 
excellent communication skills.  Qualifications 
and/or experience in land and property 
management preferred but not essential.  Car 
owner/driver essential.

Salary commensurate with skills and experience.  
There is the possibility of longer term position 
with the company.

Informal enquiries are welcomed by Hugh Nicol 
on 01631 567794.  Please forward your CV and 
covering letter to Bell Ingram Ltd, 2 Gibraltar 
Street, Oban, PA34 4AY or email hugh.nicol@
bellingram.co.uk.

Closing date for applications is Monday 7th 
April 2014.

Bell Ingram is an equal opportunities employer.

We are HARDWORKING, 
DETERMINED and PASSIONATE. 

We want someone like us to join us as 
BRANCH MANAGER in Oban.

 Experience is not necessary. 
Intelligence, an ability to get the best out 

of your team and a can-do attitude is.

 SALARY OF UP TO £25K
To apply, call Emma on 07793 906711

or e-mail your CV and covering letter to 
careers@farmfoods.co.uk

 Further details available at:
WWW.FARMFOODS.CO.UK/CAREERS

Closing date for applications 18th April 2014.

LOOKING FOR A 
REAL MANAGEMENT

 OPPORTUNITY?

Is e Foghlam Alba buidheann-leasachaidh nàiseanta na h-Alba airson foghlam. 
Is e ar dreuchd ùr-ghnàthachadh agus atharrachadh a chur air adhart ann an 
siostam an fhoghlaim, bho na tràth bhliadhnaichean gu ionnsachadh inbheach 
agus tha sinn dealasach mu bhith a’ cur an cèill sa h-uile nì sam bi sinn an sàs 
ar luachan sàr-mhathais, cruthachaileas, iomlanachd, agus spèis. Gus ar 
cuideachadh a bhith a’ stiùireadh ar clàr-obrach airson a bhith a’ leasachadh 
builean luchd-ionnsachaidh na h-Alba, tha sinn a’ coimhead ri dreuchd aig àrd 
ìre a lìonadh taobh a-staigh na buidhne againn. 

Oifi gear Foghlam Àrd-ìre –
Gàidhlig
(maireannach, sgèile tuarastail 
£53,121 - £64,381)
Mar Oifi gear Foghlam Àrd-ìre, bidh tu a’ stiùireadh prìomh leasachaidhean 
nàiseanta a bhios mar phàirt de Phlana Gàidhlig Foghlam Alba agus den Phlana 
Corporra. Bheir thu eòlas agus comhairle teòma do luchd-ùidh, nì thu 
cinnteach gum bi dealbhadh agus lìbhrigeadh èifeachdach air an dèanamh 
a thaobh ionnsachadh proifeiseanta agus goireasan airson taic a thoirt do 
luchd-cleachdaidh ann an Foghlam Luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig agus 
Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig agus ann a bhith ag adhartachadh na 
Gàidhlig mar phàirt de dhearbh-aithne na h-Alba. Gus a bhith soirbheachail san 
dreuchd seo, feumaidh tu sgilean ceannardais agus rianachd làidir a bhith agad 
a fhuair thu ann an suidheachadh-sgoile le solar Gàidhlig, feumaidh sgilean sàr 
mhath a bhith agad ann an conaltradh agus sgrìobhadh sa Ghàidhlig agus 
feumaidh e a bhith comasach dhut leasachaidhean nàiseanta a chur an cèill a 
thaobh na Gàidhlig. Faodaidh an dreuchd seo a bhith stèidhichte ann an oifi s 
sam bith le Foghlam Alba ma bhios sin comasach. 

Airson tuilleadh fi osrachaidh agus airson tagradh a chur, thèid gu 
www.work-for-scotland.org

Is e ceann-là dùnaidh nan tagraidhean: 13 Giblean 2014

Thèid cuireadh a thoirt do luchd-tagraidh le ciorram a tha a’ coileanadh nan 
slatan-tomhais as ìsle airson na dreuchd, agus a tha air iarraidh Agallamh le 
Barantas, a thighinn gu Aonad Measaidh.
Fastaiche Co-ionannachd Chothruim

Education Scotland is Scotland’s national improvement agency for 
education. Our role is to promote innovation and change in the 
education system, from the early years to adult learning and we are 
committed to embedding our values of excellence, creativity, integrity 
and respect in everything we do. To help us drive our ambitious agenda 
for improving outcomes for Scottish learners, we are looking to fi ll a key 
senior role within our organisation.

Senior Education Offi cer – 
Gaelic
(permanent, salary scale 
£53,121 - £64,381)
As Senior Education Offi cer, you will lead on key national developments that 
form part of Education Scotland’s Gaelic Language Plan and Corporate Plan. 
You will provide stakeholders with expert knowledge and advice, ensure the 
effective planning and delivery of professional learning and resources to 
support practitioners in Gaelic Learner and Medium Education and in the 
promotion of Gaelic as part of Scotland’s identity. To be successful in this role, 
you will need strong leadership and management skills from a school setting 
with Gaelic provision, have excellent verbal and written Gaelic communication 
skills and be able to apply national developments to Gaelic. This post can be 
based in any Education Scotland offi ce subject to availability.

For further information and to apply, please visit 
www.work-for-scotland.org

The closing date for applications is 13 April 2014

Candidates with a disability who meet the minimum criteria for the appointment 
and have claimed Guaranteed Interview will be invited to an Assessment Centre.

Equal Opportunities Employer

www.educationscotland.gov.uk

An Equal Opportunities Employer

Board of Management Vacancies
Dreuchdan Bàna air a’ Bhòrd-Stiùiridh

West Highland College UHI is seeking individuals to help guide the 
strategic direction of the College and foster an environment which 
enables the potential of learners to be maximised. Board members 

bring their expertise and skills used in business and in the community 
to support the management and staff as they continue the development 

and work of the College. 

Time commitment is c. 15 days annually. Out of pocket expenses will be paid.

CLOSING DATE:  11 April 2014

For further information: 

Email: claire.wylie.whc@uhi.ac.uk  Tel: 01397 874510

West Highland College UHI is an equal opportunities employer. 
We particularly welcome applications from women to increase the 

diversity of the College Board.

www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

Registered Office: West Highland College UHI, Carmichael Way, Fort William, PH33 6FF

This national charity requires a 

SEASONAL RECEPTIONIST
at Arduaine Garden near Kilmelford 

from April to September inclusive, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday only. If you enjoy 

meeting the public and want to  be involved 
with this beautiful garden please phone 

Maurice Wilkins on 01852 200366 or email
mwilkins@nts.org.uk

In association with myjobscotland

Argyll & Bute 
Citizens Advice Bureau
An Admin Support Worker is 
required to be part of a various 
Projects including a Housing 
Debt/Money Advice Project. 

The successful candidate will provide 
administrative support in all matters associated 
with the work of ABCAB.

The Admin Support Worker will be based in 
Lochgilphead and expected to travel to 

Salary: GG2 £15132 - £15873 
(negotiable for right candidate).
Pension Scheme operated. 
Hours: 35 per week

Driving licence essential.

Further info and application packs:
Tel: 01546 605551
Email: info@abcab.casonline.org.uk 

Closing date: 3rd April 2014

Scottish Charity No: SC030477

CLEANER 
WANTED

for a few hours per week
Lochgilphead 

town centre office
Please apply to 

Box No. 504
Argyllshire Advertiser,

Argyll Street,
Lochgilphead, Argyll

PA31 8NB

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Port Assistant (Seasonal)
£17,950 (pro-rata)
Location: Brodick (563-SB), Wemyss Bay (564-SB), Rothesay (565- SB), Colintraive (566-SB), 
Campbeltown (567-SB), Kennacraig (568-SB), Oban (569-SB), Craignure (Mull) (570-SB), 
Tobermory (Mull)(571-SB), Fionnphort (Mull)(572-SB),Mallaig (573-SB), Armadale (Skye)
(574-SB), Uig (Skye)(575-SB), Lochmaddy(576-SB), Stornoway (577-SB), Ullapool (578-SB) 
and Largs (579-SB).

Full-time and Part-time positions available within the date range of 28th March 2014 to 
26th October 2014 or part thereof. Length of employment will be role and site specifi c and 
advised during the recruitment process.

For full job descriptions and further information, please visit our website:
www.calmac.co.uk/corporate-calmac/careers-at-calmac/seasonal-vacancies.htm

Please reply by submitting your cv and quoting the relevant reference number and return no 
later than Friday 4th April 2014 to:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock PA19 1QP

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

George McNaughton & Son (Plant Hire) Ltd

CIVIL ENGINEER
We are a family run business based in Lochgilphead, 
Argyll carrying out general civil engineering works, 
specialising in earthworks, drainage, concrete works, 
tarmacadam and renewables. We are looking to recruit 
a highly motivated Civil Engineer with at least 3 years 
experience.

Qualifications are desired but would be secondary to 
experience and flexibility in approach since the duties 
would include Health and Safety, setting out (Trimble), 
simple estimating and supervision of works on site.

It is essential that the candidate has the ability to 
communicate effectively with both clients and workforce 
alike. The candidate should be computer literate, able 
and willing to work on his/her own initiative

Tel: 01546 602389 E-mail: gmnargyll@gmail.com

BUILDBASE
Class 2 Driver with multi-drop 

and crane experience required
Full time

You will be used to working as part of a team, 
with a good knowledge of builders merchants 
products and procedures.  You will be responsible 
for multi drop deliveries in Campbeltown and 
the surrounding area and have a good attitude 
towards customer service.

A clean driving licence is essential and a HIAB 

Closing date Friday 4th April

Apply in writing with CV to Buildbase, Unit 

Campbeltown, PA28 6SY or email Campbeltown@
buildbase.co.uk.

Please mark application “Vacancy”
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Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

publicnotices

The Scottish
Salmon Company

If you are interested in this position please contact:
Angela Gibson HR Officer, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.

Tel. No. 01499 600 430 
Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com Closing date for applications: 

Friday 4th April 2014

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com 

Marine Operative x1 (Ref MO//03/14)

Salary £16,935.67 Based at our Mull site

The Scottish Salmon company is the leading independent producer of 
Scottish salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, 
sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental 
policy.

We are seeking a Marine Operative within our Mull site. Candidates 
will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate prior 
experience in working within small, focused teams. Day to day duties 

maintenance, net changing and boat handling. Previous aquaculture 
experience is desirable for this post; the company can offer further 
development and training opportunities through in-house training and 
also by external training providers. Preference will also be given to those 

including entry into the Company pension scheme. A full, clean driving 
licence is also essential. 

Proposed Let of a Croft
Mrs Isobel Grant is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to let the tenancy of 
the croft at Hill Park 
Croft, Kilchrenan  to Mr 
Douglas Grant of 2 Annat, 
Kilchrenan, By Taynuilt, 
Argyll, PA35 1HG.
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township, or if 
the Commission consider 
that you have a direct 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crof ting.scotland.
gov.uk) within 28 days from 
the date of publication of 
the advert.
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

QUALIFIED REPORTER
CAMPBELTOWN

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 
available for the first three months.
We offer a good, competitive salary + private health care + en-
hanced pension + life assurance + excellent benefits and great 
working conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Oban and Lorn Branch 
of Alzheimer Scotland
Action on Dementia

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING

Tuesday 15th April 2014
7.15pm

Carers Centre, Albany 
Street, Oban.
All Welcome.

Lomond & Argyll
Advocacy Service

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING

Friday 25th April 2014
New members welcome
For further details 

contact:
(01389) 726543

Argyll District Salmon Fishery Board

Annual Public Meeting
Tuesday 22nd April 2014 at 
1pm, Argyll Hotel, Inveraray.

The following matters will be considered:
The activities of the Board for 2013

Presentation of the annual report and accounts
The proposed activities of the Board for 2014

More details can be found at 
http://argyll.dsfb.org.uk/meetings/

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays)
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
14/00703/FUL Loch Arkaig Salmon Farm

Invermallie
Achnasaul
Achnacarry
PH35 4HR

Freshwater Fish Farm,
Atlantic Salmon. Extension
to existing site to
accommodate 4 new
growing pens, 4 mobile
pens and 4 mobile rafts
with no increase in
production tonnage

Time period for comments is 14 days. Application 14/01033/LBC is 21 days.

14/00770/PIP Land to West of Coirebreac
Lower Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Erection of 3 houses
(renewal of 11/01010/PIP &
07/00393/OUTLO)

14/00851/FUL Stronchreggan View
Achintore Road
Fort William

Sub division of one
residential property into two
residential properties

14/00865/FUL Tigh A Chladaich
Glenmallie Road
Caol
Fort William
PH33 7BA

Convert and extend ground
floor of the existing garage
and self-catering unit to
form additional self-catering
unit and the erection of a
new garage

14/00995/PIP Land 150m North East of
Linnhe View
15 North Ballachulish
Onich

Erection of 10 houses and
associated roadworks
(renewal of 10/00016/PIPLO
approved by Scottish
Government)

14/01031/PIP Land 40m NW of Cooinda
Morar

Erection of house

14/01033/LBC North of Laxdale
Banavie
Fort William
PH33 7NG

Listed Building Consent for
minor internal alterations to
form an Interpretation
Centre, a shop and an
activities hub

14/01039/PIP Plots 4 & 5 Campbell Road
Banavie, Fort William

Erection of 2 No. dwellings

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02810/PP Alterations and change of use of dwellinghouse 
and barn to retail/bar/restaurant, erection of 
extension/decking, formation of car park and 
vehicular access 

The Old Inn Portnacroish Appin 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/00467/PP Formation of new access and bellmouth. New Access Off A816 (Access 1)
Track From A816 To Glenfeochan 
House Kilmore Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4QR

Oban Area Office

14/00468/PP Formation of new access and bellmouth. Kilmore Field Access (off The A816)
(Access 2) Land South East Of 
Riverside Cottage Kilmore Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4QR

Oban Area Office

14/00469/PP Formation of new access and bellmouth Kilmore Forest Access Land
North West Of Dalnacabaig
Kilmore Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4QR

Oban Area Office

14/00526/PP Demolition of existing lean to structures, 
alterations and change of use of barns to 
form 3 self catering units

Barns West Of Dallachulish House
Barcaldine Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA37 1SQ

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/00591/PP Conversion, alterations and extension of 
derelict dwellinghouse

Land To Southwest Of Arnabost
Cottage Isle Of Coll
Argyll And Bute PA78 6TE

Sub Post Office
Isle of Coll

14/00618/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and formation of 
vehicular access

Land Adjacent To Braeview
Balvicar Isle Of Seil Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 4RA

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/00663/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of new vehicular access

Land South East Of Ardbeg Farm
Cornaigbeg Isle Of Tiree
Argyll And Bute PA77 6UZ

Tiree Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02812/LIB Alterations and change of use of dwellinghouse 
and barn to retail/bar/restaurant, erection of 
extension/decking and signage, formation of 
car park and vehicular access

The Old Inn Portnacroish
Appin Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/00539/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse and detached 
garage

Land To South of 1 Lochandhu 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1JL

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/00563/LIB External repainting of station building, 
lighting columns, signal box, platform 
furniture, platform signage, underpass and 
stairs and railings from green and white to 
Transport Scotland branding blue and white

The Railway Station Station 
Road Bridge Of Orchy Argyll And 
Bute PA36 4AD

Oban Area Office

14/00564/LIB External repainting of columns and platform 
canopy, lighting columns, platform furniture 
and picket fence from green and white to 
Transport Scotland branding blue and white

Dalmally Railway Station Dalmally 
Argyll And Bute PA33 1AA

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

14/00617/PP Installation of 3 replacement windows Argyll Hotel Isle Of Iona
Argyll And Bute PA76 6SJ

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02572/PP Erection of workshop/office building Pier Garage Filling Station
Craighouse Isle Of Jura
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XF

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

14/00635/PP Removal of condition 5 of planning permission 
07/00533/DET (Erection of dwellinghouse and
installation of septic tank) in relation to deletion
of the three pane window on upper part of 
the west facing gable elevation

Land At An Cladach Croft 
Knockrome Isle Of Jura
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XZ 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00423/LIB Installation of 3 replacement windows Achnamara Main Street
Westend Port Charlotte Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W.4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor Roddy McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 4th April in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 3.00pm to 5.00pm.
He can also be contacted by by e mail – roderick.mccuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01631 567854

Councillor Louise Glen-Lee (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Glen-Lee will be holding a surgery in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban on Monday 7th April 
from 4.00pm to 5.00pm. If you wish to make an appointment, please contact Karen Rodger on 01546 604209 or call 
in to the office at Albany Street, Oban. 
Councillor Glen-Lee can also be contacted by phone – Tel: 01631 567 955 or by email – louise.glen-lee@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION 
ACT 1984
We hereby give notice in terms of Regulation 9(3) of The Local Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedure)
(Scotland) Regulations 1999 that a hearing has been scheduled for 11am on Thursday 8 May 2014 in the 
McCaig Suite, Corran Halls, Oban at which Frances McChlery, BA LLB LaRTPI ‘the reporter’ will consider a 
proposal by Argyll and Bute Council to introduce Traffic Regulation Order TRO-130-1 at Millpark Terrace, 
Soroba Road, Oban.
The proposal is to introduce a ‘No waiting’ restriction between 8.30am and 6.30pm Monday to Saturday 
between 17 Millpark Terrace, Oban and Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban and a ‘No waiting/No loading’ restriction 
at any time between Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban and the bus stop opposite the Fire Station, Oban.
A copy of the draft Traffic Regulation Order TRO-130-1, a copy of the relevant map and a copy of the 
Council’s statement of reasons for proposing to make the order can be inspected at the Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban between 09.00hrs and 12.30hrs and 13.30hrs and 17.00hrs Monday to Friday.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Jules Lines: A head
for heights 
The Admirable
Crichton
Argyll gets 
beaver fever
The best from this
year’s Nature 
Photography Awards

10

INSIDE
ROB ROY COUNTRY -
A life less ordinary in the Trossachs

WIN A £400 
Francis Boag Print

What makes 
Sandy McCall 
Smith tick?

Spring break 
destinations

APRIL ISSUE
OUT NOW

The Agricultural Holding Legislation Review 
Group are visiting Islay on 2 April and Oban on 3 
April 2014.  Members will be visiting both tenants 
and landlords in the area during the day and hold-
ing Open Meetings both evenings at: Gaelic Col-
lege, Bowmore from 6.30pm - 10pm and Corran 
Halls, Oban from 6.30pm - 10pm on the following 
evening.
Group members will provide information on how 
the Review Group is approaching the Review and 
are keen to hear from stakeholders with regard to 
the issues outlined in its Remit. 
Should individuals wish to speak to Review Group 
members privately this will be made possible after 
the open meeting, or at another time to be arranged.  
If you would like discuss anything privately with 
the Group please email TenantFarmingReview@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk in advance.
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WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
  - All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN: The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM: The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN: The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6AE
LOCHGILPHEAD: Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post or hand in to any of our offices
Or visit the website and input your details at 
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 1.00pm

NAME.....................................TEL...........................

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50 OR MORE
FOR ONLY £14.25 + VAT

UP TO 25 WORDS
TO MAKE A PAYMENT CALL 01631 568000
OR EMAIL ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

SELL YOUR ITEMS

UNDER £50
FREE

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

HOUSE CLEAR-
ANCE  Nao/ lladro 
no: 525 Girl with posy 

piece   £25+p+p if 
req. Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE  
Nao/ lladro man with 
mandolin   £25 Tele-

on an Excel Chassis. 
Carrycot. Pushchair. 

of extras. Would cost 
over £1100. Excel-
lent Condition. £250. 
Viewing welcome. 
Tel: 01631 566779 or 
07778373759
CHILD CARRIER. 
Littlelife ‘Voyager’ 
Child Carrier. Storage 
Compartment. Re-
movable Rucksack. 
Sun/Wind Shade.  Ex-
cellent Condition. £70.  
Viewing welcome. 
Tel: 01631 566779 or 
07778373759

BUILDING / DIY
WOOD FLOOR-
ING maple 10mm 
120x20cm (1.44m 
sq.) brand new one 
pack + underlay  £10 
Telephone 01631 
563096.

 CAR
ACCESSORIES

TYRES two, Nexen 
2000 205/45 16w 
with 5mm tread   £40 
Telephone 01631 
730323.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN WHEELS 
pair caravan wheels 
in good condition with 
155 x 13 tyres. Plenty 
of tread on tyres   £25 
Telephone 01631 
710031.

 CDS, DVDS AND
VIDEOS

ALL CREATURES 
GREAT AND SMALL 

whole series VHS   
£30 Telephone 07920 
782155.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

COMPUTER MONI-

22” screen + speak-
ers and cables,  £10 
Telephone 01631 
563096.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

COOKWORKS 800 
WATT MICROWAVE  
Oven, white,  good 
clean condition, hardly 
used, perfect working 
order   £25 Telephone 
01631 740281.

 FURNITURE

WITH DRAWERS 2 
door wardrobe with 
2 drawers below. 
W:76cm x h: 135cm. 
Almost new condition   
£49 Telephone 01631 
710380
LEATHER RECLINER 
SOFA Three seat ‘re-
clining’ sofa in genu-
ine brown leather. 
Comfortable, solid 
and in excellent condi-
tion. Can deliver lo-
cally   £125 Telephone 
01586 551493.

Seats 8  Good Condi-
tion   £49.99 Telephone 
01855 821278.
PINE DESK length 
1094mm, depth 
590mm,  £10 Tele-
phone 01583 441352
SETTEE  Yellow 2 
seater settee  with 
loose covers. Good 
condition  £45 Tele-
phone 01631 562645.

-
TRESS as new  £20 
Telephone 01631 
565206.

single pine bed, slatted 
base with mattress. 
Two beds for sale: not 
matching. Price is per 
bed   £25 Telephone 
01631 710448.

Leather   £49.99 Tele-
phone 01855 821278.
THREE SEAT SET-
TEE Modern three 
seat settee in pastel 
shades with zip on 
cushions Good condi-
tion  £45 Telephone 
01546 886618.
TV CHAIRS  2 dusky 
pink TV chairs, i.e. 
armless. Excellent 
condition   £15 Tele-
phone 01866 822677.

GARDEN
GARDEN VAC Flymo 
GV650 electric gar-
den vac. Hardly used   
£15 Telephone 07966 
435245.

GARDEN
MACHINERY

CHAINSAW MC-
CULLOCH 436 14 
inch bar, 36cc, good 
condition, starts eas-
ily and runs well, only 
domestic use, recent 
new Oregon chain  
£49.99 Telephone 
01631 770698.
HONDA POWER 4WD 

tipskip. 28” wide. Great 
4 build. sites, l/scaping 
etc. UNUSED!  T/hitch 
acc £25, move boats 
etc,   £950 Telephone 
07771 981188 Minard.

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

EXERCISE PLASTIC 
STEP in original box-
- almost new  £10 Tel-
ephone 07920 782155.

phone 07748574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE  
Nao/ lladro Girl with 
violin no: 555 beautiful 
rare piece  £30+pp if 
req. Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEAR-
ANCE  Nao/ lladro Girl 
with bird no565 lovely 

req  Telephone 07748 

574770.
JOLOMO OIL PAINT-
INGS 24”x24” and 
16”x16”   Private Sale   
Offers when seen 
Telephone 01397 
704546².
SMALL COLLECTION 
OF MODEL CARS  ten 
assorted model vehi-
cles from Lledo and 
Matchbox Models of 
Yesteryear. All boxed 
and in good condition   
£10 Telephone 01631 
720751.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
JVC CAR RADIO 
KD-R301  detach-
able front, Front Aux 
in, CD player, good 
condition hardly used   
£25 Telephone 01631 
740281.

BABY EQUIPMENT

STATION  Changing 

£40 Telephone 07776 
490221.

Halfords, very good 
condition holiday use 
only   £20 Telephone 
07854 090406.

Rhode Island cot bed, 
vgc, white with beech 

a mattress with wash-
able zip top available 
too  £49 Telephone 
07709 014479.
MAMAS & PAPAS 
3-IN-1 PRAM navy 
check, suit boy or girl, 
very good condition, 
after 6pm   £40 ono 
Telephone 01546 
606389.
MAMAS & PAPAS 9-
in-1 in Cityscape fabric 

Beechgrove 
visit for new 
orchard
CELEBRITY gardener Jim Mc-
Coll will pay a visit to Dalmally 
this year to help put together the 
new Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Orchard.

The Beechgrove Garden will 

Orchy-side site next month after 
selecting the project to feature 
on the programme this autumn.

The selection will see the 
Beechgrove team help put 
together a host of community 
facilities at the site, which will 
be an extension of the 25 apple 
trees planted on the site last 
year.

Kate Craig, secretary of the 
group, said: ‘We wanted to cre-
ate something that the local kids 
and the community could use as 

Volunteers working on the Glenorchy and Innishail Community Orchard start packing wood to help the project get off to a flier. From 
left: Anne Rae, Ann Hay, Jane Goodwin and Kate Craig.  15_t13orchard1

Dalmally garden’s celebrity guest

viewing on Monday afternoon 
as the Oban Phoenix Cinema 

special.
The cinema, which is a regis-

tered Scottish charity, wanted to 

Over-60s enjoy a silver screening at Oban Phoenix Cinema. 16_t13silvercinema01

Oban’s take on the ‘silver screen’

ISLAY-BORN nurse Gillian 
Nelson-Edwards has brought 
her young family home to share 
her experience of the freedom 
and space of growing up on the 
island.

Taking up the post of public 
health nurse for Islay and Jura at 
the beginning of the month was 
a chance too good to be missed 
after working in London in child 

Already the move is proving 
to be a positive one with Gillian 
saying she has no regrets about 
leaving city life behind.

By getting to know people on 
the island again and learning 

-
lian is hoping to make a real 
contribution to the health and 
wellbeing of young families 
living on Islay.

Also joining the Islay health 
team this month is Gill Hearle, 
senior charge nurse at Islay 
Hospital.

She moved to Islay following a 
career in the Queen Alexandra’s 
Royal Army Nursing Corps. 

Previously Gill worked all over 
the world, including Iraq and 

advanced nurse practictioner, 
with experience in burns and 
intensive care units as well as 
primary and pre-hospital care. 

Alison Guest, clinical services 
manager for Islay, said: ‘I am 
really delighted to welcome Gill 
and Gillian to NHS Highland.  
They bring with them a wide 
range of experience and I am 
sure they will both be a great 
addition to our team on Islay.’

FAMILIES in Argyll and Bute 
are to receive an extra two and 
a half hours of free pre-school 
childcare per week. 

The extended provision will 
now include two and three 
year-olds and bring the annual 
free early learning and childcare 
provided from 475 hours to 600 
from August this year. 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for children and 
families, councillor Mary Jean 
Devon, said: ‘We are working to 
provide every child in Argyll and 
Bute with the very best possible 
start in life and to allow their 

-
ibility to provide pre-school and 
early learning as successfully as 
possible. 

‘There are further far reaching 
-

sion may lead to increased em-
ployment both within the private 
sector and the council itself in 

FIFTH and sixth year pupils from Oban High 
School welcomed 21 students from a school in 
Brittany who speak a Celtic language similar to 
Gaelic. 

Senior pupils at Oban High School taught the 
students Scottish country dancing in the PE hall 

Lorne Rugby Club. Similarly, the Breton students 
showed Oban High School pupils their own love 

for traditional dancing which comprised of social 
dancing in groups.

Head of languages at Oban High School, Helen 
Hope, said: ‘There are lots of common links 
between Breton and Gaelic.’

The Lise Diwan, Karaez in Britanny is a school 
for 15 to 18 year olds and the pupils are visiting 
schools in the West Highlands and islands to learn 
more about Scottish culture and Gaelic language.

an outdoor asset.  Somewhere we 
could have barbecues, bushcraft 
and outdoor play areas.

‘It’s really fantastic that the 
Beechgrove Garden is coming. 
They have come along and 
helped design it and will help 
with the creation of the garden.

‘They’re coming along at the 
end of April to start the design 

will be at the end of August.’
While the overall design 

will take several months to 
-

munity orchard will be available 
for community use as soon as it 

to be completed earlier is a new 
open-air shelter for the barbecue 

area, seats and tables made from 
recycled wood harvested on site 
and some possible 

The group has already won 
a £3,800 grant from the Grow 
Wild  group for the project, with 
the Beechgrove Garden also to 
help with the costs.

Kate added: ‘The programme 
is likely to show Kilchurn Castle 
and other famous scenes from 
the area, so it’s really good for 
tourism.

‘We didn’t know this, but ap-
parently after every focus project 
like this, there are a group of 
‘Beechgrove groupies’ who will 
visit to see what they’ve been up 
to. 

‘And Jim McColl will be here. 
It’s all very exciting.’

Oban High School pupils treated students from Brittany to their first ceilidh. 15_t13obanhigh01

Islay-born
nurse returns 
home to take 
up post

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

give something back to its more 
senior members of the com-
munity and have introduced the 
silver screening privilege for 
60-year-olds and over.  General 
manager Carol Devine said: ‘It’s 
their cinema, we are just taking 

care of it for them. Volunteers 
allow us to provide a service that 
is above and beyond.’ 

The community-run cinema, 
which has proved to be a great 
success, has 120 volunteers 
between the ages of 12 and 80. 

Families
to receive 
extra hours 
of child care

BUY
LOCAL SELL

LOCAL TRADE
LOCAL SWAP

LOCAL £
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Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship 

problem?
WE CAN HELP

Appointments available in 
Oban, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, 

Rothesay & Helensburgh
Call 01631 563297

www.argyllcouple
counselling.org

SCO23995

COUNSELLING

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

LO
C

A
L

  
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR LOCAL SERVICES SECTION CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

STATIONERY

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser 
and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
CALL

01631 568000

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Catherine Kyle 
Mulligan
(7th February 1972 
- 9th February 2014), 
who loved it here.
- from her friend Gillie.

In remembrance of 

On March 29, 1974 
at Oban Old Parish 
Church by the late 
Rev John MacLeod, 
Angus to Elaine. 
Present address 
Suilisgeir, 64 Nant 
Drive, Oban.

Ruby Wedding
MACKINNON-RITCHIE

Diamond Wedding
Congratulations Mum & 
Dad on your Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary.
Lots of love from Valerie, 
George and all of your 
grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
26/3/54 - 26/3/14

PERSONAL NOTICES

ROOFING SPECIALISTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SPORTLINE PULSE 
DETECTING WATCH  
Keep an eye on your 
heart rate while exer-
cising with this smart 
black/silver watch. 
Black rubber integral 
strap. Mint, unworn   
£49 Telephone 01631 
720751.

 HEATING, FIRES
AND FIREPLACES

STOVE FLAME EF-
FECT FIRE  Dimplex 
Montana 20R electric 

-
fect. 1&2 kw option, 
wood/coal effect. Re-
mote control   £49.99 
Telephone 01866 
822924.

 HIGHLAND
DANCING

HIGHLAND DANC-
ING PUMPS black, 
good condition, hardly 
used, 1 pair size 12, 1 
pair size 13   £12 each 
Telephone 07709 
014479.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PATCHWORK & 
QUILTING 31 numbers 
of patchwork & quilting 
magazine, excellent 
conditions with lots of 
patterns & designs,  
£30 Telephone 01852 
300 154.
PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Baby 
Blue & Baby Pink col-
ours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print   
Telephone 01586 
554975.
POPULAR PATCH-
WORK 45 numbers 
of popular patchwork 
magazine, excellent 
conditions full with 

designs & patterns   
£40 Telephone 01852 
300154.
SEWING MACHINE  
electric table top, lots 
of extras   £49.99 
Telephone 01631 
565206.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

PANASONIC 42” VI-
ERA PLASMA TV TV 
with full HD /  & Free-
sat , stand , power 
cable and instructions, 
can be wall mounted, 
perfect working order 
& condition   £200 
Telephone 07528 
479746.

 HOME
FURNISHINGS

BLACK ASH BED-
ROOM SUITE com-
prising wardrobe, 
dressing table with 
mirror and bed-
side cabinet   £25 
Telephone 01631 
710031.
INSET ELECTRIC 
FIRE Brass surround 

and coal effect. Two 
heat settings, in very 
good condition. To 

Telephone 07920 
487939.
WOOL RUG large, 
130cm x 280cm, 
beige and other col-
ours, as new   £49.99 
ono Telephone 01631 
564837.

 HOME OFFICE
PRINTER Epsom 
Photo R200   £10 
Telephone 07854 
090406.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

HOSTESS TROLLEY 
Ekco Hostess Royal  
£40 Telephone 07854 
090406.
KITCHEN UNITS 
AND COOKER NEF 
built in oven and ce-
ramic hob, wall units, 
base units, and corner 
units in oak, no work 

prebuilt carcases, all 

new kitchen, offers 
when seen, buyer re-
moves all, Oban  Tel-
ephone 01631 570754  
07712667542.
SHOWER CUBICLE 
AND TRAY Prestige 
offset quadrant glass 
and silver shower 
cubicle and tray 
800x1200mm.  New 
but slight damage   
£49.99 Telephone 
01852 300573.

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

JOBE ‘SHORTIE’ 
WETSUIT Black with 
yellow and silver 

-
worn   £45 Telephone 
01631 720751.

 LIVESTOCK
POINT OF LAY  Pul-
lets for sale, 20 weeks 
old.  Assorted hens 
(laying) 12 months 
old   Telephone 01880 
730328.
POINT OF LAY PUL-
LETS  Welsummer 
crosses and pure 
Cream Legbars avail-
able, can deliver.  Call 
Ian Wilson  Telephone 
01583 505204 or 
07795 843558 ².
PULLETS  Brown, 

Black or pure breeds, 
Ducks, Geese, Feed-
ers, Drinkers,  Hen 
and Duck Sheds   
Telephone 01470 
572213².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, fea-
turing spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Ap-
pin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 

gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk,

 MARINE
PAIR OF BOAT DAV-
ITS height 0.7m reach 
0.7m   £49 Telephone 
01475 632945.
WETLING RUBBER 
DINGHY 2.65m with 
4hp Yamaha out-
board, in good condi-
tion   £425 Telephone 
07769 717153 ².

 MISCELLANEOUS

110 volt, 20 metres 
long   £15 Telephone 
01583 431122.
IGLOO COOL ROLL-
ER 70 Igloo Cool 
Roller 70 (70qt - 67Ltr) 
67cm (L) 40cm (W) 
43cm (D) or 62” (L)  
33” (W)  33” (D) Good 
condition, blue, white 
lid   £49.99 Telephone 
01880 740204.
SMALL PORTABLE 
GAS HEATER  New 
small Pyramid portable 
gas heater, complete 
with spare gas car-
tridge. Ideal for camp-
ing/caravan/power 
cuts   £20 Telephone 
01880 740204.
TRANSFORMER 5K 
V.A. CON 4NO Outlet, 
good working order   
£49.99 Telephone 
01583 431122.

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

AIROH MOTORCY-
CLE HELMET  Black 
with red, blue, yellow 

Barcaldine   £40 Tele-
phone 01631 720751.
ARAI RV HELMET, 
WHITE, SIZE ME has 
had very little use and 
is in very nice condition 
(including interior), mint 
original visor , always 
stored in bag   £45 Tel-
ephone 07795 692795.
KEVLAR  MOTORCY-
CLE TROUSERS lined, 
combat style, made by 
Hood, full length Kevlar 
at front and to knee at 
the back, size 32” waist, 
green, good condition   
£35 Telephone 07795 
692795.

-
ER JACKET quality 
jacket, black/blue, re-
movable thermal liner. 
elbow, shoulder, back 
armour, size 42 (euro), 
equals a size 14 good 
cond   £30 Telephone 
07795 692795  01838 
400360.
LADIES LEATHER 
TROUSERS black,  
size 18, made by J & 
S with hip and knee 
armour vgc    £15 Tel-
ephone 07795 692795  
01838 400360.
MAVET VISION FULL-
FACE HELMET Italian 
made, size M, 58cm, 
Alex Design Y-VI Car-
bon graphics on red 
base colour. Barcal-
dine   £45 Telephone 
01631 720751.

BIKE BOOTS black 
road style boots, size 
46 (11), good but not 
perfect   £15 Telephone 
07795 692795.

JACKET quality jack-
et, black/blue,  size 60 
(euro) or 50” has re-
movable thermal liner 
and elbow, shoulder 
and back armour, good 
cond   £30 Telephone 
07795 692795  01838 
400360.

TROUSERS  quality, 
black leather trousers 
with hip and knee ar-
mour, size 40-42 waist 
,vgc,   £25 Telephone 
07795 692795  01838 
400360.
SHOEI INTERCEP-
TOR HELMET Black, 
tinted visor, size 59cm, 
no bumps or scratches, 
Barcaldine   £49 Tele-
phone 01631 720751.

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

GOLF CLUB Dunlop 
Cube Driver with 
cover - extra to other 
items advertised   £10 
Telephone 01631 
710508.
GOLF CLUBS AND 
STAND BAG Set of 
Dunlop Clubs with 3 
titanium Woods 1, 3, 
5.  Nine other clubs 
and putter. Hardly 
used, also Dunlop 
Stand Bag   £49.99 
Telephone 01631 
710508.
GOLF SHOES Adidas 
golf shoes white with 
3 black stripes.  Size 
8.  VGC - hardly used   
£10 Telephone 01631 
710508.
LADIES GOLF 
CLUBS/GOLF BAG/
TRO A set of ladies 
Ryder golf clubs with 
Spalding bag and trol-
ley,  £49 Telephone 
01631 710380.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
LENS FILTERS Jes-
sops ultra violet 62 
mm cost new £24.99, 
skylight(1b) 72 mm 
cost new £20.99, v.g.c  
will sell separately   
£20 Telephone 01631 
563096

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD  A4/A3 
size, sold in reams 
or by the box, ideal 
for copiers, lasers 
and fax machines. 
Contact Krisp Print   
Telephone 01586 
554975.

RAFFLE TICKETS 
For your prize draw, 
numbered and perfo-
rated to your require-
ments. From Krisp 
Print   Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF 
SCRAP METAL we 
uplift scrap cars, cop-
per, brass. lead etc. 
Smaller quantities 
considered   Telephone 
07435 589701.
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AUDI A3 2LTR TDI
(170) SPORTSBACK

£8500 for quick sale

2008. Full service history. 6months road tax, MOT to Nov 2014. 
Full Leather interior. Red. Good condition throughout.

Phone Russell on 07793 810749

£1800 o.n.o.

H/C water, blowair heating, 
3 way fridge, motor mover, 
awning, winter cover, gas 
cylinder, mp3/cd/radio, 

mains cable etc.

Telephone: 
01631 563368

2 BERTH 1998 
BAILEY PAGEANT 
16 FT CARAVAN

£4,200 for quick sale

122,000 miles. 
Pick Up with Ifor 
Williams powder 
coated canopy. 
Good example. 

Phone Alistair on 
07788150493

Ardfern

S REG LAND
ROVER

DEFENDER
90 - 300 TDI

MAZDA MX5 
ICON

£3995

1st reg Jul 2005. One owner. 1839 CC. 4 new tyres, Mar 2014.
19,800 Mls. Txd till Jly 2014. MOT due Jly.
New brake calipers: 3/2012 and 1/2014.

Tel: 01631 710425

PEUGEOT
407

£4500 o.n.o.

MOT’D & TAXED until September. 
Just serviced, 4 new tyres.

One owner.

Tel: 01866 822461

HONDA JAZZ
1.4SE BLUE

£1950

53 plate only 45,000mls.
1 year MOT, Part service history.

Tel: 0777 5645564 or 01770 302623 (Brodick, Arran)

DRIVETIMES

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

W

M

TRANSIT 260 SWB
54 PLATE

£1600

One owner from new. 66,500 miles.
Taxed June 2014.   MOT Dec 2014.

Tel: 07747152429

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 

WE WONT BE 
BEATEN ON 

PRICE FINANCE 
SETTLED, INSTANT 
COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED
URGENTLY

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

£2950 NO VAT

57 Reg, Low mileage 58K, 
Tow bar, Ply-lined, 
New snow tyres, 

New MOT & TAX, VGC.

Telephone: 
07768 506826

CITROEN
BERLINGO

VAN

£6000+VAT o.n.o.

White, 08 plate, 
Short Wheel Base, 

High Roof, Ply Lined, 
MOT till Nov 2014, 

57K miles.

Telephone: 
07768 576544 / 
01496 810382

VAUXHALL
VIVARO

WANTED

Caravans,
Campervans and 

Motor Homes, 
any year, size 
or condition 
considered,

Best prices paid, 
Will pay cash and 

collect.

Telephone: 
0754 3359961

WANTED

All types of 
motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any 
age or condition. 

We also buy water 
damaged or in need 

of repair. Also all 
types of touring 
caravans from 
95 onwards. 

Telephone: 
01250 884306

or mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

All types of good 
quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, 
Kia, Ford etc and all 4 
x 4 pickups, must be 
good condition and 
reasonable mileage. 

Older 4 x 4’s and non 
runners/MOT failures 

etc considered. 

Will collect.

Telephone: 
07546 788945 

WANTED

Wanted all 4 x 
4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, 

land cruiser, all 
pickups single or 
double cabs, any 
condition, runner 
or not, high miles 

no problem.
Telephone: 

07703490572 ask 
for Robert

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

F

PEUGEOT 107 
URBAN

£4750

5 Door Hatchback, 998cc 2010 (60 reg) 21,000 miles
MOT Nov 14, Very Good Condition, Metallic Blue

Tel: 07501 872771 (Arran)

• Long-term competitiveness of UK business
environment is critical.

• Focus on manufacturing and exports in
line with automotive sector’s strengths.

• Boosts to investment allowances and R&D
tax credits welcome but business rates
need attention.

Last week’s Budget delivered a series of key measures 
to support UK manufacturing as part of a balanced in-
dustrial strategy, taking steps to encourage investment 
and exports.

Responding to the statement, SMMT (The Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders) chief executive Mike 
Hawes said, ‘The chancellor’s focus on investment, 
exports and skills, as well as reducing energy costs 
for manufacturing, is welcomed by the automotive 
industry. Extending and doubling the Annual Invest-
ment Allowance and improving export finance are 
important signals to encourage the UK’s manufacturing 
base, helping trigger greater business investment and 
enhancing our export capability.

‘In line with welcome reductions in energy costs, we 
ask government to look at business rates to ensure 
the system works for manufacturing and maintain our 
global competitiveness.

‘We welcome measures to extend incentives for ultra-
low emission vehicles (ULEVs) under the company car 
tax regime. Industry needs clear direction from govern-
ment on how its £500m commitment to develop the 

ultra-low carbon vehicle sector between 2015-2020 will 
be allocated.’

Budget highlights from UK automotive
Exports

SMMT welcomes the chancellor’s measures to encour-
age exports. With around 80 per cent of vehicles manu-
factured in the UK exported to more than 100 global 
markets, these measures will help boost the UK supply 
chain as well as reaffirm the decisions of global vehicle 
manufacturers and suppliers.

Encouraging investment

Plans to double the Annual Investment Allowance to 
£500,000 and extend it to 2015 are welcome moves that 
will encourage businesses to invest further in plant and 
machinery.

R&D tax credits

Fuelled by major investment from global automotive 
manufacturers, the domestic supply chain presents 
a great opportunity for growth. With this potential in 
mind, government’s commitment to increase the R&D 
tax credit for loss-making SMEs from 11 per cent to 14.5 
per cent from April 2014 will be welcomed by suppliers 
across the UK. While this measure moves in a positive 
direction, the system also needs to work for bigger 
businesses.

Energy costs

One of the biggest challenges facing businesses is rising 
energy costs. The £7bn energy package is helpful and 

the Carbon Floor Price freeze will limit the competitive 
disadvantage faced by UK automotive manufacturers 
and suppliers.

Company Car Tax and ultra-low emission vehicles

SMMT is pleased to see incentives for ultra-low emis-
sion vehicles receiving continued support through the 
company car tax regime. In its budget submission, SMMT 
called for measures to encourage and support those 
looking to choose a low emission vehicle so it is pleasing 
to see business car users benefiting in this area.

SMMT looks forward to the outcome of the Office for 
Low Emission Vehicles’ call for evidence relating to the 
future distribution of its finances, which we expect later 
this Spring.

Skills

SMMT is pleased to see government provide an extra 
£85 million a year for over 100,000 apprenticeship 
grants to employers, and to provide £20 million over 
two years to support apprenticeships up to postgradu-
ate level. Both measures send the right signals that 
apprenticeships are important to the future success 
of manufacturing in the UK, particularly in smaller and 
medium-sized businesses.

Consumer announcements

From 1 April 2014, VED rates will increase in line with 
RPI. There is a welcome addition of a rolling 40-year 
VED exemption for classic vehicles and cancellation of 
September’s planned fuel duty rise will be popular with 
motorists and businesses.

Auto industry welcomes manufacturing
focus of Budget 2014
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
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7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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MEMORIALS

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 30 March 2014
Mothering Sunday

St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban

Holy Communion .... 08:00
Sung Eucharist......... 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

Holy Cross, 
Portnacroish, Appin

Combined Communion
 Service for West Highland 
Region...................... 18:00

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11:00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ......... 08:00
Evensong ................. 20:15

Wed 2 April
Holy Eucharist ......... 14:30

day of spring.  All around us, 

see indications of the coming of 
spring-time.  Daffodils brighten 

the year.  
In the Song of Solomon in the 

us an almost poetic description 
of the marks of the arrival of 

the rains are over and gone.  

time of the singing of birds is 
come, and the cooing of doves 
is heard in our land.

can be a rather silent time.  The 

the spirits of many a poet is no 
longer heard.  But then the birds 

appear again after an absence of 

months.
One of my favourite poets is 

the American Robert Frost.  He 
believed that there is much that 

nature about us.  One day he 

singing of a bird.  Perhaps he 

to concentrate.  But then he 
thought about it and realised 

to put a stop to the singing.
And surely there must be 

-
ments of life.   Where there 
are signs of a budding skill or 
talent, let us not discourage it, 
especially among young people.
Where there are signs of a bur-

Roddy MacLeod

Signs of Spring

Thought for the Week

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
CAMERON - MACINDEOR 

26, 1964 in Portnahaven.
Present address, Inverness.

Jane, Mary, and Catherine and 
all the family.
MACMILLAN -
MACARTHUR - At the 

Islay on March 25, 1964, 
by the late Rev. John Muir 
Watson, David to Irene.
Present address, 49 Nant 
Drive, Oban.

DEATHS
CAMERON - Peacefully on 
March 24, 2014 at Raigmore 
Hospital, after a short illness, 

Way, Inverness, aged 90 years.
Formerly of Duror. Dearly 
loved husband, dad, grandad, 

and brother. Will be sorely 
missed. Funeral service on 
Friday April 4, 2014 at 2.30pm 
in Inverness Crematorium. All 

for the Highland Hospice are 
invited at the service or please 

and Son, Funeral Directors, 
Culduthel Road, Inverness.
DONALD - Very suddenly but 
peacefully on March 24, 2014 
at The Lorn and Islands General 
Hospital, Oban, Norman 
“Ardmhor”, Oban, (formerly 
of St. Annes, Dunollie Road, 
Oban), beloved husband of 
Moran (née MacQueen), and 
much loved dad of Eileen, 
Norma, Peter and Claire, 
adored grandpa of his grand 
children and dear brother of 
Freddie, Kenneth and the late 
Jim and Bill.  Sadly missed.  

place on Thursday March 27, 
2014 (today), at St. Columba’s 
Cathedral, Corran Esplanade, 
Oban at 10.00 am, thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.  Family 

a retiring collection taken for 
Cancer Research UK.
FERGUSON - Suddenly, 

Elgin, on March 23, 2014, 
Hugh (Chubby) Ferguson, 
Master Butcher, aged 84 
years, of 23 Lochnell Street, 
Lochgilphead, beloved 
husband of Mary, much 
loved father of Archie and 
Lynn, cherished grandfather 
of Kirsty, Lynsey, Ashley 
and Christina and much 

Lena and Gordon.  A dear 

and cousin to all the family.  

Lochgilphead Parish Church, 
on Friday, March 28 at 
11.30am, thereafter to Carsaig 

only please.  Donations, if 
desired, to RNLI and Marie 
Curie.
LIVINGSTONE - Peacefully, 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on March 18, 2014, 
Alastair Livingstone, of 2 

formerly of Ederline Farm, 
Ford, beloved husband of the 
late Mary, loving father of 

held in Ardchattan Church, 
North Connel, on Monday, 
March 24, 2014, thereafter 
to Achnaba Cemetery.  Sadly 
missed.
MACPHERSON - Jane (née 
Patton), South Queensferry.
Peacefully, at home on 
Wednesday, March 19, 
2014, Jane (aged 102 years), 
formerly of Corlecky/

loved mum and granny of the 
family.
Funeral service has already 
taken place.
WEIGHT - Suddenly at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban on 
March 19, 2014, in her 99th 
year, Christine Mary Weight, 
beloved mum of Allyn and 
Valerie and granny to Francis 
and Jasmine.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
FARRELL - Dave and family 

friends and neighbours for 
their kindness and support 
over recent months and for 
all expressions of sympathy 
extended to them since their 
loss of Anne. Thanks to 
Doctors MacTaggart, Jackson 
and Gibson and doctors and 
staff at Gartnavel, Beatson 
and Islay Hospitals and the 
Macmillan nurse. A special 
thank you to Agnes for her 

and dignity. A very heartfelt 
thanks to Rev Ian MacAulay 
for his comforting and 
uplifting service, to Morag 
for the Gaelic reading and to 
the organist Mrs Bean, and 

returned home from Oban to 
play the music accompanied 

to express our appreciation 
to Jean and Craig for their 
guidance and help taking care 
of the funeral arrangements.
Also the staff at the White 
Hart Hotel for a splendid 

from near and far to attend the 
service at the Baptist Church, 
Port Ellen and at the graveside 
and so generously donated 
to the collection of £2,000 

the RNLI and The Beatson 
Oncology Department.

MACINTYRE - The family 
of the late Donald MacIntyre, 

thank everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support at this sad time.
Grateful thanks to the staff 
at Raigmore and Belford 
Hospitals. Our thanks to 
Rev Donald McCorkindale, 
Rev Charles Tongue and 
organist Callan Wilson for 
a comforting service, John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 

Hotel for refreshments. Thank 

church and graveside, and to 
Angus Nicholson for piping.

place at Drimnatorran.
WRAGG - Kay. Charlie and 

everyone for their cards and 

recent sad loss and for their 
attendance and kind donations 
in memory of Kay. £1,131 

to Alzheimer Scotland 
(Helensburgh). Thanks also to 
Jim Auld Funeral Director.

MEMORIAMS
CLARK - Loving memories 

2009.

- Inserted by her sister Mary 
of Kilninian, Torloisk, Mull.
CLARK - Euphemia 
Elizabeth.
Precious memories of my dear 

26, 2009.
Oh for the touch of a vanished 
hand,
And the sound of a voice that 
is still.
Loved, missed and 
remembered every day.
- From Mary and Bobby.
DEMPSTER - In loving 
memory of a dear mother, 

1986, also her husband Kenny, 

Fondly remembered.
- by Hugh, Annabel and 
grandchildren.
KENNEDY - Donald (Dodo), 

We think of you in silence
We often speak your name

And your picture in a frame.
- Your loving mother, sisters 
and families.
LAFFERTY - In loving 
memory of our Da, John 

March 15, 1989.

Sadly missed every day.
- Denise and Kerry xx
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 

March 31, 2005.

- Inserted by her family Oban 
and Bunessan, Mull.
MACINTYRE - Precious 
memories of much loved mum, 

on April 1, 2013.
In our thoughts every day.
- Keith, Nicola, Morven and 

MACKINNON - In loving 

March 29, 2010.
Memories of days together

Also remembering loved ones 
gone before and after.
-Your loving husband Donald.
MACKINNON - In memory 
of John, my beloved husband, 

died suddenly March 31, 
2013.

Forgetting you never.
- Betty, Duncan, Fiona and 
families.
MACPHERSON – In loving 
memory of Sandra, died 
March 17, 2013.

- Donald and family.
MCNICOL - Fondest 
memories of dear parents 
and grandparents, Janet died 
March 24, 1986 and Duncan 
died November 29, 1987.
Time passes memories stay.
- Nellie, Tommy and family.
MOYES - In loving memory 

1990.
- Fondly remembered by 
Ted and family at Inverness, 
Maryburgh, Selkirk and 
Shetland.
PROSSER - In loving memory 
of Mary, our dear mum, granny 

March 26, 1997.

hearts
Forever loved and missed.
- Betty and all the family.
WALKER - In loving memory 

died March 29, 1996.
You are in our thoughts 
forever.
- Inserted by Donald and 
Morag, Airport Cottage, Islay.

WALKER - In loving memory 
of our father and grandfather 

March 29, 1996.

- Allan and family, Islay, 

WALKER - In loving memory 
of my dear father Archibald 

Sadly missed.
- Inserted by his loving son 
Archie.

FOURTEEN members of Oban Baptist Church are heading to Israel 

importance.

Jerusalem as part of a 10-day tour.

McFarlane’s previous church in Bookham, Surrey and six students 

‘It is more of a study tour than a pilgrimage. We are going to 

be living outside the tourist bubble, get a feel for the land and the 

our Christian faith because that often gets lost. That is one of the 
roots of anti-semitism.’

Rev McFarlane said there had been a clamour for places on the 
trip for his ever-expanding congregation, adding: ‘I think people 

Rev Ian McFarlane, front centre, with members of his congregation who are joining him on the trip to Israel. 16_t13baptist01

THE ROTARY Club of 

William residents to spring 

Saturday.

they blitzed the path linking 
Plantation to Upper Achin-

tore.
Groups tackled the path from 

Glasdrum having gathered 
over 30 bags of litter.

made up of glass and plastic 
bottles, old beer cans and 
plastic bags.

A miscellany of abandoned 

-

collection of old golf balls.
Thanking Plantation Com-

munity Association for their 
support, Rotary vice president 
Terry Lee said: ‘This is a 

‘We really have made a dif-
ference to the path but there is 

here and the side drains are in 
urgent need of cleaning out. I 

for consideration.’

The volunteer team with some of the rubbish collected during Saturday’s clean-up.

Oban’s Marie Curie Cancer Care volunteers were out in force 
last weekend as they collected donations for the charity at 

Tesco. Among those who helped were Jenny Moody, left, from 
Kilmelford and Lynne Miller, the clinical nurse manager for Marie 

Curie, who lives in Dalmally. 16_t13curie01

Oban church group set off for Israel

Lochaber residents take on well-used 
footpath for spring clean
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Athletic
march
on in 
Thomson
Trophy

FOOTBALL

Snow joke as Saints 
have to settle for a 
share of the points

FOOTBALL

Scottish Amateur League 
Premier Divison
Oban Saints 1
Castlemilk 1

SAINTS entertained Castlemilk 
in a Premier Divison League 
match at the 3G Oban Com-
munity Pitch and at the end of 
a hard-fought 90 minutes both 
teams had to settle for a share of 
the points which was just about 
right.

The game was due to be played 
on the grass park at Glencruit-
ten, but an early morning pitch 
inspection quickly ruled that out 
as it was covered in snow and 
had puddles all over the surface.

The 3G pitch was also covered 
in snow, but the club were 
determined to get the game on 
and thanks go to the hardy band 
of players, committee and volun-
teers who helped clear the ptich 
to allow the game to go ahead.

The Oban side were without 

because of unavailability, 
injuries and suspension but still 
managed to produce a full squad 
of 16 players which included 
two youngsters, Shaun MacIver 
and Gregor Cook, who have im-
pressed manager Iain Jackson in 
training and fully deserve their 
call up to the senior squad.

Huffed and puffed
The game itself was a bit of a 

let down for the loyal band of 
Saints’ supporters as their fa-
vourites huffed and puffed their 
way through the 90 minutes, 
looking only a shadow of the 
team they were earlier in the 
season

really with neither forward line 
looking capable of breaking 
down the opposing defences.

However, just two minutes 

before the interval the visitors 
broke the deadlock when a long 
ball from the Castlemilk defence 
caught out the Saints defence 
allowing visiting striker Jono 
Spence to steal in behind Jamie 
Graham and despatch a well 
placed shot past Daniel Cassells 
- 1-0 Castlemilk.

Although not playing badly the 
home side looked lethargic and 
at times the passing was poor.

In saying that, it looked a 
much more determined Saints’ 

half time and it took them just 
one minute to draw level when 
Castlemilk keeper Craig Lowe 
spilled a Lewis Cameron shot 
right at the feet of Ross Maitland 
who stroked the ball home from 
close range.

This was just the start to the 
second half Saints were looking 
for and it should have been the 
signal for them to press forward 
and go on and win the game, 
but that just did not happen as 
Castlemilk had other ideas and 
only a great save from Daniel 
Cassells denied the visitors from 
taking the lead.

Wrong option
The home side were guilty of 

giving the ball away as the game 
wore on and for some reason 
seemed to pick the wrong option 

To be fair to both teams the 
second half was much better 

football getting played at times. 
With time running out Saints 

had a great chance to win the 
game when Donnie Campball 
was clean through with only 
keeper Craig Lowe to beat but 
Donnie who is normally a clini-

much to the disbelief of the Oban 
contingent.

This miss  just summed up the 
day for the Oban side where very 
little went right.

Referee Gary Logan, who had 
a good game, then blew for full 
time and both teams had to be 

which was just about right.
Work hard

A disappointed Saints man-
ager Iain Jackson said: ‘Things 
just aren’t going our way at the 
moment. 

‘We are not playing as well as 
we should be but I’m sure if the 
boys are prepared to work hard at 
training we will turn the corner 
and get back on track.’

Last Sunday’s Jimmy Marshall 
Cup game against Lochgilphead 
Red Star was called off as the 
Ropework Park was unplayable.

This Saturday Saints will be 
hoping to get back to winning 
ways when they travel to take on 
Alba Thistle in a Premier Divi-
sion League game. 

The match will take place at 
Seedhill Sports Centre, Paisley 
with a 2pm kick-off.

The Oban Community pitch at 
8am on Saturday morning.

The pitch after it had been 
cleared. Ross Maitland, who scored Saints’ equaliser last Saturday wins this header against Castlmilk’s 

Ross Nicol.   Photo: Stephen Lawson

‘I’m sure if the boys are prepared to 
work hard at training we will turn 
the corner and get back on track’

Rory Dowd scored a hat-trick as Oban Saints defeatd Renton Craigandro 5-0 at Oban Community 
pitch last Sunday. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Oban Saints Blacks, who play in the Oban Express Sunday League, pictured wearing their new strips 
kindly sponsored by Dawsons Estate Agents.

Thomson Trophy
Third Lanark 1
Oban Athletic 3

OBAN Athletic advanced to 
the next round of the Thomson 
Trophy after a gutsy 3-1 away at 
Third Lanark.

Athletic took the lead midway 

Kris Gillies, who has scored 
around 30 goals already this 
season.

The hosts equalised near the 
-

letic being the dominant side.
The second half was much the 

boys having most of the play and 
chances, so it was no surprise 
when they went 2-1 ahead with 
25 minutes remaining.

However, the name of the 
scorer certainly was a surprise 

goal from open play this season 
with a lung bursting run and 

went in off the post.
Athletic made their only 

change as Lance MacCuish was 
brought on for Dean Smith, who 
climbed out of his sick bed for 
the cause.

off late on to score his second 
goal of the afternoon and secure 
another crucial win.

Manager Calum Fox was 
happy with the result. He said: 

the league is wrapped up for us 
this season so the next step is 
to try and land some silverware 
and there is every chance we can 
do this.

‘We will have a few players 
back and former Fort William 
player Sean Grant is on the verge 
of making his debut after injury 
so the motivation is there to keep 
the consistency of performance 
going.’ 

Athletic travel to Hermitage 
Academy this Saturday to take 

-
ing for survival in the Premier 
Division so a tough game is 
envisaged.

Islay Golf Club
GOLF

RESULT from the Mrs MacIn-
tyre Trophy played on March 
23:  1   S Graham  1 up;  2 B 
O’Neil 1 up;   3  R.MacIntyre 1 
down  CSS 69.

THE COUNTDOWN is on for this year’s Scot-

time on March 29.
Up to 200 entrants are expected to take part 

over the weekend at The Royal Hotel.
The draw has been made for the preliminary 

rounds and the next round of 64 in the men’s 
draw.

The seniors’ draw and the women’s draw have 
four and three groups respectively.

Meanwhile, in the Oban Pool League, sponsored 

blink in the title race, as they let Markie Dans A 

THE ARGYLL Sports Hall 
Athletic Final, to be held this 

-
ted games hall at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure.

in January, has had its wooden 

the competition, which sees 
Argyll’s best young athletes go 
head-to-head. 

The competition starts at 1pm 
and as many as 150 young ath-
letes are expected to take part.

Promoted
The Argyll Sports Hall 

competitions are promoted by 
Mid Argyll Athletic Club and 
sponsored by a Communities 
2014 Lottery Grant.

ATHLETICS

Countdown on for Scottish Open
and The Cellar open up daylight between the top 
three.

Results
March 13: The Cellar 5-5 Lancaster A; Outreach 

3-7 The Lochavullin; Lancaster B 5-5 The Clare-
don; Markie Dans A 7-3 The Gluepot; Foleys Bar 
4-6 Markie Dans B.

March 20: The Lochnell 2-8 Markie Dans A; 
The Lochavullin 4-6 Lancaster B; Markie Dans 
B 5-5 The Claredon; Outreach 1-9 The Gluepot; 
The Cellar 8-2 Foleys Bar.

POOL

Aberdeenshire 2nds 60
Lochaber RFC 22

LOCHABER made the long 
journey to Aberdeen to take 
on third placed Aberdeenshire 
on Saturday with a very young 
squad and put in a brave 
performance against weightier 
opposition.

At one point, Lochaber’s oldest 
back was 21 and despite good 
defence ’Shire took the early 
initiative and utilised driving 
mauls and strong forward play 
to their advantage.

 They scored two unconverted 
tries before Lochaber woke up 
and after a well-worked penalty 
move Chris Simpson crashed 
over in the corner. 

Soon after, Findlay Ireland 
raced in from a distance after 
a good break by Conor Taylor 
to take the lead but ’Shire 
responded and were 22-12 up 

A PROPOSAL which would see shinty helmets 
eventually become compulsory for all players 
was discussed at a Camanachd Association board 
meeting in Fort William last night.

The safety measure is being led by Kingussie, 
who wrote to shinty’s governing body after mid-

training.
Under the move, all under-17 players would 

be required to continue wearing helmets after 
graduating to senior teams.

Currently, helmets are compulsory at under-14 
and under-17 level but are optional in the senior 
game.

If the policy is agreed, it would mean that over 
time all players would have protective head gear 
as older team members not bound by the rule are 

WEST HIGHLAND Wheelers 
joined up with North Argyll 
Cycle Club for their latest round 
of the winter league and true 
to form, NACC set a fast, un-
dulating course in the glorious 
sunshine at Fearnoch. 

Local knowledge obviously 
paid off as the NACC riders 

Smith dusted off the rust from 

with Tom Wilding in second 

at half time. Lochaber started 
on the front foot in the second 
half and were unfortunate to not 

Shire put more points on the 
board before a Kenny Turnbull 
chip forward allowed Ireland to 
touch down for his second try. 

Shortly after, Ireland was 
again alert to intercept a pass 
and again raced in – securing 
his hat-trick and a try bonus 
point in the process. 

Backs Callum Boyd, making 
his debut, and Findlay Ireland 
impressed throughout, as did 
Euan Larter at centre. 

Lochaber take on second-
placed Garioch in their last 
home game of the season at 
Black Parks on Saturday. Kick 
off 3pm.

RUGBY

and Mike Bossard third on his 
single speed. 

Brych Hensman-Martin 

junior overall, ahead of a heav-
ily-perspiring Steve Bradley. 

tubeless tyres can still suffer 
punctures. 

CYCLING
Tom wins at Fearnoch

Lochaber lose out 
in the Granite City

replaced by players stepping up from the junior 
ranks.

Camanachd Association chief operations of-

to us because one of their boys, Paul Gow, got 
hurt quite badly at the start of the season. This 
is a constructive piece of feedback from one of 
our members. The board will acknowledge the 
communication and put it to a committee for 
consideration and carry out a consultation.

‘Any change would require a special resolution 
going to the AGM in November and for it to be 
approved at least 75 per cent of the membership 
would need to support it.’

SHINTY

Helmets may be made compulsory

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£600

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

R Rodaway, Polvinister Road, Oban

J Bannatyny, Longsdale Terrace, Oban
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Fixtures

Results

Follow us on 
facebook

SHINTY

MacTavish and Celtic Society Cup 
ties take centre stage this weekend
Weather caused a problem 
last Saturday with 14
games being called off

Saturday 22 March
Orion Group Premiership
Lochaber v Kyles Athletic

Newtonmore 3 - 1 Kinlochshiel
Match transferred to
Newtonmore
Lovat 2 - 0 Inveraray

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Caberfeidh v Fort William

Match transferred to Yoker

Marine Harvest
North Division 1

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Kinlochshiel
Postponed - Kinlochshiel 

Boleskine v Lochcarron

Marine Harvest
North Division 3

Marine Harvest
South Division 1

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2

Saturday 29 March
Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Inveraray
Innes Wood 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Fort William v Lochaber
Martin MacLean - 12pm
Aberdeen Uni v Kinlochshiel

Ronnie Campbell 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Caberfeidh v Lewis
Robert Morrison  - 1.30pm

Andy MacLean 
Lochbroom v Kilmallie

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v Kyles Ath
Ron Kennedy 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2

John Wood 

Archie Ritchie
Tayforth v Inveraray

MacTavish Cup 
Kilmallie v Inverness

Deek Cameron 

Lovat v Boleskine

Lochcarron v Caberfeidh
John Matheson

Billy Wotherspoon

Evan MacRae 

AJG Parcels
Celtic Society Cup

Colin MacDonald 

Lachie Wood 

David Mitchell 

stated)

Newtonmore’s Calum Stewart celebrates after scoring
 his team’s third goal in a 3-1 win over Kinlochshiel last Saturday.  

Photo: Donald Cameron

Womens Camanachd
Association 
Fixtures Saturday 29 March
Marine Harvest National 
Division 1

Sunday 30 March
Marine Harvest
National Division 1

Kingussie’s John Gibson is challenged by James Macpherson of Glenurquhart during the Orion 
Premiership match played at the Dell, Kingussie last Saturday.  The home side won a close game 

1-0.  Photo: Neil Paterson

Argyll and Bute 
Council Easter 
shinty camps
offering the following half day 

and Lochgilphead areas this 
Easter holidays:

held on Wednesday April 9; 

Lochgilphead on Friday April 
11.

To book a place on any of 

-

camps.

Shinty in the 
Armed Forces
the 20th anniversary of the 

Armed Forces.

commented on how far the 

name in 20 years and is now 
drawn from the Navy and 

‘In order to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary it is hoped that 

end of the year and travel to 

rematch with the Irish Defence 
Force.’

the Armed Forces albeit that it 

Planning is ongoing for the 
creation of a development 

to shinty for members of the 
Armed Forces that have previ-

If any members of the Armed 
Forces wish to play or try 

robertstoddart@hotmail.com

Navy and Royal Marines.

MacTavish Cup
KILMALLIE switch to 

Inverness to Canal Parks - pitch 
conditions permitting.

strength apart from talismanic 

-
Intyre said the players were 

them this year and they drew 

chances with them.
‘We played well the last time 

is we have only had one game 
so far. 

‘We beat Inverness last year 
in National Division 1 when we 
were chasing goals for promo-

team now.

SKYE CAMANACHD will be 

involvement in the MacTavish 

Preparation has not been ideal 

at his disposal after Will Cowie 
recovered from a hamstring 
strain.

MacLeod went on a spying 
mission last weekend to watch 

impressed by the Blairbeg men.
-

‘When we played them pre-

and we will be looking to do a 
lot better than that this time.

‘We will give it a real go and 

home which is an advantage and 

who knows?’

GLENURQUHART are 

this weekend after a defeat by 

Coach Billy MacLean was 

-

that we didn’t score. It’s always 

a bit. 

MacPherson will have recovered 

-

Corrigan and Ally Mackintosh 

MacLean said: ‘It’s more like a 
hospital wing than a shinty team 

and they’re playing on their 

LOCHABER CAMANACHD 

Coach Robert Johnstone is 

Kyle’s Athletic was rained off 

the pitch now. 

the pitch it’s a totally different 

Johnstone said: ‘It’s going to 

are looking foward to getting on 

they’re all really looking for-
ward to it. 

leaders LOVAT
to make short work of North 
Division 2 side Boleskine in 

against complacency.
‘We will treat them with 

Maybe a lot of folk think we will 

will still be taking no chances.

worries and will be boosted by 

-

win over Inveraray with pacy 
forward Kevin Bartlett scoring 
both.

After bedding in last season 
following his move from 

a scintillating start to the cam-

paign and has added real snap to 
Lovat’s forward line.

Macrae said: ‘Kevin is a big 

-
ence.

-

a few goals last season and is 
looking even more likely this 
season.’

FORT WILLIAM have yet to 
play a competitive shinty match 
this season and will not have 
time to blow the cobwebs away 

Co-manager Adi Robertson 

-
gling with a back problem.

‘It is a game we are looking 
-

pointing not having had a few 
-

son said.

we will respect them. We have 

have played all pre-season and 

are well ahead in terms of match 

tie we feel we have a chance in.’

KINGUSSIE will kick off the 

the back of a 1-0 victory against 

The boys will take on Fort 

and we still see them as a Pre-

totally different game this time 

game at The Dell.

well that it’s going to be a really 

aren’t good for the heart so we 

more goals.’

-
pions NEWTONMORE take 

-
feated this season and notching 

-

MacIntosh thinks there are no 
easy games. 

the game.’ 

‘This is a different type of 
-

played them in the last few years 

Celtic Society Cup

KILMORY take on fellow 
-

The Lochaber side however 
has only managed to play one 
competitive game this year.

BALLACHULISH travel to 

players.
-

and John MacDonald has to sit 

season.

said: ‘Kilmory are a big strong 
team who did well last year so it 

are looking forward to it.

game - he will know himself 
when he is ready to make a 

OBAN CELTIC president 

may make them even more dan-

-

had to cancel a recent match 
with Fort William after being 

and is preparing his team for a 

‘It wasn’t that long ago that 

so they are still a force to be 
reckoned with.’

The highly anticipated derby 
with Lochside Rovers last week 

weather.

BUTE have a chance to kick-

The islanders have drawn 

problems with raising a team in 

Last weekend’s home National 

called off when the pitch was 

will be looking to make amends 
at Dalmally this week.

STRACHUR

heading into the home tie.

games against them last season 
when we met. We have been 

said.

-
ing matches against Kilmory 

team was postponed at the 

weather.
‘The season has been very 

start stop [thanks to the weather] 
so we hope that we will become 
more consistent the more we 

weather GLENORCHY were 

A Findlay Ross hat trick and 

The second team is set to host 

Dalmally pitch can dry in time.

TAYNUILT

home advantage for the tie this 

only one game this season and 
had no pre-season matches 

Last week’s home game against 
Kilmory was also rained off.

Orion Group 
Premiership
KINLOCHSHIEL play host 

Premiership still in search of 

-
tonmore close at The Eilan 

Coach Colin Fraser said: ‘It 

season so far. We played really 

‘I think if we had got a second 
-

the game went on Newtonmore 
were becoming more and more 

‘The boys were despondent 
that they never took anything 

have come in recent years.’

match against ’Aray has added 

premiership.
Fraser said: ‘It is all very well 

-

will get better so the boys can 
get playing at Kirkton.

‘If we can defend the way we 
did against Newtonmore we 
will be a long way on to winning 

sidelined against Newtonmore 

INVERARAY player-manager 

from this weekend’s trip to 
Kinlochshiel following the most 

-

Despite having to travel again 

‘We have yet another away trip 

something from this weekend.
‘It’s all very well getting the 

we need a win for the boys’ 

early lead and withstood a del-

sealing the two points late on. 

Bartlett bagged a brace for the 
home side.

MacPherson said: ‘After they 

the back.’
There was good news for 

Inveraray as David ‘Bingo’ 

comeback from a nine-month 

-
vailable for this weekend.

KYLES ATHLETIC have 
been denied the chance to 

a combination of weather and 

the chance to play Lochaber 

-

before managing a 0-0 draw in 

For a team with one of the most 

with seven conceded - is a 

address as soon as possible.

National Division
OBAN CAMANACHD man-

his coaching team and players 
is the reason for a perfect start 
to the National Division cam-
paign.

games from three - all away 
-

ting edge that has not been in 
evidence in recent seasons. 

Their latest victims were 

Celtic man Mark Bain netted 
twice for the home side.

-

of-the-match Daniel Cameron 

Campbell said: ‘At 2-1 down I 
was scratching my head. Plans 

down to plan Z.
-

this season.’

replied: ‘The boys are getting to 
know me and vice-versa. 

and Fraser Inglis is a great help. 
They all bring something differ-
ent to the table.’

game this weekend after receiv-

-
ing week they host promotion 

what Campbell describes as a 
‘massive’ game.

South Division 1
LOCHSIDE ROVERS face a 

weekend.

who have only managed one 

Kilmory. 

against Celtic was rained off.

North Division 2
GLENGARRY players as they 

into the season. 
Coach Ewen Cameron and the 

team have been held back by 
waterlogged pitches and have 
yet to start a North Division 

Cameron has described his 

thrashing of Aberdeen Uni last 
week. 

University and Kinlochshiel in 
recent weeks. 



Sport

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals and showers
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light east north easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate to rough

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 27, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.08   3.4 09.10 1.2 15.44       3.3       21.34      1.0
Fri  03.58 3.7 10.08 0.9 16.25       3.5       22.27      0.6     
Sat  04.41 4.0 10.55 0.6 17.00       3.8       23.14      0.5
Sun  05.20 4.1 11.38 0.5      17.34      3.9       23.57      0.3
Mon  05.57 4.2 12.17 0.4 18.08 4.0         **.**         *.*
Tues       00.39       0.3 06.33 4.2 12.55       0.4       18.42      4.0
Wed  01.19   0.4 07.07 4.0 13.32    0.6 19.16       3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

10

11

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

9
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Oban Saints youth 
results and fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL
LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s 5, Renton Craigandro 
Blacks 0. Scoring for Saints 
were Rory Dowd (3), Cameron 
Hill and Scott Mossman; 
Under 14s v Renton Craigandro 
postponed; Drumchapel United 
8, Under 15s 1. On target for 
Saints was Hector MacDonald; 
Under 17s no game.

Clydebank v Under 13s; Under 
14s v Kilpatrick; Antonine v 
Under 15s; Milngavie v Under 
17s.  
Close encounters

Cairnbaan 12          74
Benderloch 12          72
Kilmore  10          69
North Connel 12          42
Easdale  12          32
Connel  12          27
Taynuilt  11          22

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Oban 
Saints  1, Castlemilk 1; Premier 
Division One - Paisley v 
Campbeltown Pupils postponed; 
Premier Division 2 - Port 
Glasgow United v Dunoon 
Athletic postponed; Division 
1A - Tarbert 1, Bothwell and 
Uddingston Albion 1.
Sunday - Jimmy Marshall 

Trophy 2nd Round - Lochgil-
phead Red Star v Oban Saints 
postponed. 

Premier Division - Alba Thistle 
v Oban Saints; Premier Division 
One - Rolls Royce East Kilbride 
v Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division Two - Lochgiphead 
Red Star v Port Glasgow 
United; Port Glasgow v Dunoon 
Athletic; Coronation Cup, 

OBU v Tarbert.

Pictured are Oban Saints Under 17s beside the Sir Bobby Robson statue outside St James’s Park, 
Newcastle as they attended the Geordies Premiership match against Crystal Palace last weekend. 
The boys would like to say a big thank you to the people who made this memorable trip possible, 

John and Linda MacMillan, Holly Tree Hotel, EDM Plant Hirer & Contractor Ltd, Beaton & McMurchy 
Architects Ltd, Kenneth Ferguson Electrical Ltd and Flit Self Drive and other generous sponsors. 
Club coaches Alan MacLeod, Mark Welsh, Gus MacPherson, Jimmy Jackson and Paul McFatridge 

accompanied the boys on the trip.

THE league title in the Lorn 
Carpet Bowls came right down 
to the last game of the season 
with Cairnbaan defeating Kil-
more 6-2.  

CARPET BOWLS

Saints players in 
Scottish squad

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints players Donnie 
Campbell and Myles McAuley 
are in the Scottish AFL squad 
and will play Stranraer in a 
friendly match on Tuesday 
April 1.
 The game will be played at 
Ralston Sports Centre in Paisley 
with a 7.45pm kick-off.
Saints captain Marc MacCal-

lum was also in the squad but 
injury will rule him out of the 
match. 

TWO BENDERLOCH teenag-
ers hope it will be third time 
lucky when they next pick up 
their bowls. 

Brothers Michael and Ryan 
Strathern have lost two con-

-
nel Bowling Club Open Pairs 
in January and the Benderloch 
Bowling Club Open Doubles on 
March 1.

Michael, 15, and Ryan, 13, lost 

Cairnbaan’s Robert Scott and Phil Hemmings celebrate their 
North Connel Bowling Club win, flanked by runners up Michael, 

left, and Ryan Strathern.

out in the North Connel compe-
tition, sponsored by the Bank of 
Scotland, to Robert Scott and 
Phil Hemmings of Cairnbaan.

Then in the Benderloch 
competition, held in the Victory 
Hall, they were runners up to 
Angie MacFadyen and Eddie 
Holland of Kilmore.

Will it be third time lucky 
for Benderloch bowlers?

CARPET BOWLS

Oban coach 
gets positive
reaction from 
his players

IN A WATERSHED moment for Connel 
racer John MacPhee, the teenager recorded 
his best qualifying position and fought well 

The SaxoPrint RTG rider took 11th place 
in the season-opening Moto3 Grand Prix 
to round off a weekend of strong perform-
ances.

The Racing Steps Foundation-backed 

seventh place on the grid but was gradually 
dropped down the order to 12th and into 
a hotly-contested scrap for ninth, involv-
ing Sky VR46 riders Romano Fenati and 

John MacPhee in action at the Qatar Grand Prix. Photo: Bonnie Lane/CanBe Images

Francesco Bagnaia and GO&FUN’s Nic-
colo Antonelli.

Fenati looked to have the battle under 
control but McPhee jumped to 11th on the 

Good rhythm
‘I got a good start, built up a good rhythm 

and was feeling quite comfortable,’ said 
McPhee. 

‘I’m not sure if the conditions changed but 
I got a little bit more chatter from the rear 
which I worked with initially, building up 
a good pace.

‘But as the race wore on I started to make a 

few mistakes with the rear tyre and found it 

Red Bull Ajo’s Jack Miller took the 

Prix win.
The next round of the championship takes 

place at the Circuit of the Americas near 
Austin, Texas, in three weeks’ time.

Connel racer turns in good performance in Qatar

MULL driver John MacCrone 
delivered an impressive 2WD 
1600cc class win on his debut 
driving the Castrol M-Sport 
Ford Fiesta R200, in the Border 
Counties Rally.

The 24-year-old from the 
Isle of Mull had to overcome 

ice conditions — which left him 
10th in class after the opening 
stage — in his two-wheel drive 
Fiesta.

-
mare,’ MacCrone, co-driven by 
Uddingston’s Stuart Loudon, 

the kind of conditions in which 
to try and learn about a new car.

‘Because we were one of 

dropped a lot of time in stage 
one, around 50 seconds to the 
class leader. We were 71st over-
all, and 10th in class. That was 
frustrating.’

Fastest in class through the 

had eased himself into the 2WD 

1600cc overall lead by the time 
he exited the day’s third stage, 
the 8.98-miler at The Dodd.

When he crossed the timing 

9.63-mile stage at Buck Fell to 

10mins 37secs was 17th quickest 

number of more powerful four-
wheel drive cars.

stages, which were all free of 
snow and ice, feeling more con-

‘We built speed up a bit more 
on each stage, and by the time 

got the car close to the pace we 
knew we were capable of.’

MacCrone will next drive the 
Castrol M-Sport Ford Fiesta 
R200 in the Granite City Rally, 
the third round of the ARR Craib 
Scottish Rally Championship, 
on April 26.

MOTOR CYCLING

Podium finish for John 
in Border Counties Rally 

RALLYING

RBS West Division 2 
Waysiders Drumpellier 10

Oban Lorne 38
INJURED player/coach Corrie 
Louw watched from the side-
lines, keen to see how his Oban 
Lorne side would react to the 
criticism he aimed at his under-
performing regulars.

And the reaction was a positive 
one, as Lorne ran in 10 points in 

the Coatbridge-based Waysiders 
Drumpellier.

The Green Machine had a 
strong team available, despite 
the absence of the injured Louw 

to the game.
A miss pass in the 22 allowed 

Craig Wright to break free 
down the touchline, almost 70 
metres down the pitch. The ball 
eventually worked back inside to 

an early 5-0 lead.
The good start continued 

soon after as Cameron Smith 
made an impressive, powerful 
run through the middle of the 
home defence and the ball was 
spun wide to Craig Wright, who 
touched down in the corner to 
extend the lead.

Lorne looked dangerous 
whenever they had possession 
and scored their third try of the 
afternoon on 35 minutes after 
the referee awarded a penalty 

Crawford Brown completed 
Oban’s haul prior to halftime 

outside the 22. Brown’s pace 
could not be matched even by 
the home backline.

Both teams played out an 

to the second half which was 
marred with penalties being 
given away at crucial stages by 
both teams.

Forward pass
Oban squandered a few 

chances to add to the scoreline, 
most notably through Tommy 
Sutherland whose drive to the 
try line was halted because of a 
penalised forward pass.

As the game wore on both 
packs tired and Oban took 
advantage of the extra space 

afternoon. A pass from centre 
David McCabe found Craig 
Wright out wide for his second 
score of the afternoon.

The home side failed to give 
up and score a deserved try 

after some good, patient build 
up play. They were, however, 
aided by Oban’s Cameron Smith 
being sin-binned for hands in 
the ruck.

Scrum half for the day, 
David MacLennan from Mull, 
completed the scoring for the 
afternoon at the death to round 
off an impressive win for Oban 
Lorne.

But as Lorne prepare for a title 
run-in, coach Louw was keen to 
keep players’ feet on the ground, 
pointing out inadequacies in the 
lineout and miscommunication 
at kick offs.

three teams, Garnock, Oban 
Lorne and Carrick, are all 
battling for promotion to West 
Division 1.

Oban Lorne’s promotion push 
continues next Saturday as they 
face Cumbernauld at Glencruit-
ten. The club are hoping for a 
large home crowd to cheer the 
team on, kick off 3pm.

Oban Lorne 2nds, along with 
Mull and Mid Argyll, will also 
be taking on Islay RFC in a 
friendly match at 1pm.

RUGBY

Green Machine prepare for title 
run-in with five games to go

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

FREE & Half Price Trips in aid of 
MACMILLAN Cancer Support.

We’ll also be donating 
with every online booking 
thoughout 2014

On Monday 31st March until Sunday 6th April we’re 
offering FREE trips for hospitality & tourism

related businesses (donations to MacmIllan 
encouraged) & half price for locals.

50% of all money taken goes to MacMillan.
Trips will last 1 hour.  Call now or book online.

Our Boats will run on alternate days from Glencoe 
on Monday 31st, Fort William Tuesday 1st, etc ...

Book Online Now

or call 07570 014733

Glencoe

Fort William

Choose from a selection 
of scheduled or bespoke trips

Dram & Salmon Trip
1hr Wildlife & History Trip

2hr Wild Islands Trip
1 day Oban Adventure

Private Charter & Day Trips
Various Fishing Trips

Amazing Wildlife & History adventure 
tours from Glencoe & Fort William.

A YOUNG Isle of Skye 
shopkeeper has scooped a 
major award just three months 
after setting up his business.

Martin MacLure opened his 
Skye Farm Shop in Armadale 
on Friday December 13 - but 
the date proved anything but 
unlucky after he topped an 
online poll in the Capital FM 
Variety Awards.

And at a gala ceremony at the 
Crown Plaza Hotel in Glasgow 
on Saturday night Martin, 
from Aird in Sleat, stepped up 
to receive his trophy for ‘Best 
New Scottish Company or 
Product’. Martin, 26, told The 
Oban Times: ‘It’s really great 
- I did not believe I would win. 
I was not expecting this and it 
has given me a boost to see that 

people do appreciate the kind 
of shop I am running. I source 
quite a few products from the 
north end of Skye and because 
a lot of people don’t venture up 
that way it gives them an outlet 
down here. 

‘That means they can earn 
more money from the jams and 
chutneys they make.’

Martin cashed in his job as 

the Gaelic college Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig to open his venture.

Sleat Community Council 
chairman Roddy Murray said: 
‘We congratulate Martin on 
this great achievement. 

‘We do hope that his business 
will be very successful and that 
the community will continue 
to support him.’

A LACK of essential maintenance is crippling a 
newly-refurbished pitch in Ballachulish, a local 
sports club has claimed.

Jubilee Park was completely returfed in a 
£100,000 upgrade in August 2012 but  according 
to Ballachulish Shinty Club, Highland Council 
has done ‘zero’ work on it since then.

The pitch issue reached a head on Saturday when 
the Ballachulish management team had deemed 
the park playable at 7.30am for their game against 
Aberdour. 

ruled the pitch was waterlogged and cancelled the 
game.

The Ballachulish players argued the park would 
be ready for the 2.30pm start with a reasonable 
break in the weather.

That prediction proved correct - but the Aberdour 
team had been instructed to turn back halfway 
into their journey from Fife.

Ballachulish Club Chairman Iain Brown 
said: ‘This scenario only serves to highlight the 
fragility of the Jubilee Park surface that has had 
zero maintenance undertaken since the park was 
handed back after the last major upgrade. 

‘Unfortunately the park surface will continue to 
deteriorate without a suitable programme of works 
being undertaken.

‘After the winter of rain we’ve had it’s surprising 
that the park was anywhere near playable on 
Saturday but with a little more attention all the 
recent cancellations would have been avoided.’

He added: ‘The Highland Council appear to 
be arguing internally over who has or, more 
importantly, who hasn’t undertaken the budgeted 
works programme.

‘We would rather they just got on and did it rather 
than wasting valuable staff hours on evaluating 
what went wrong. 

‘The park surface is slowly deteriorating but 
can be improved dramatically with some rapid 
attention.’

A Highland Council spokesperson said: ‘All parks 
within the Highland Council area are maintained 
to a standard determined by the service level 
agreement (SLA) for council-maintained ‘public 
parks’.

‘An Aird and the Jubilee parks both underwent 

‘However, there is recognition that the 
amount of rain we are experiencing at present is 
unprecedented. 

As the users have observed, the park was 
playable in the afternoon following an ‘incessant’ 
downpour in the morning. This suggests that the 
drains are effective.’

The curtain goes up on Lochaber Showstoppers’ production of the hit musical ‘Annie’ at the Nevis Centre in Fort William tonight 
(Thursday). On the menu are some of the best known songs in musical theatre such as ‘Tomorrow’ and ‘It’s a Hard-Knock Life’. Three 

more shows are scheduled - tomorrow and Saturday night at 7.30pm and a Saturday matinee at 2.30pm. Above, Annie - played by 
Carhie MacKinnon - and her fellow orphans line up for The Oban Times with Sandy the dog at the dress rehearsal on Monday night. 

20_f13show01

Martin receives his award from businessmen Shaf Rasul and Athif Sarwar. 

Showstoppers lift curtain on hit musical

VOLUNTEERS of a Lochaber 
charity are furious at being asked 
for personal details from Bank 
of Scotland - despite having no 

BoS, part of Lloyds Banking 
Group, told Highland Disabil-
ity Sport Lochaber they needed 
home addresses, dates of birth 
and other information from four 
members - even though only two 
were signatories and dealt with 
money. 

Treasurer John Fotheringham 
complained - only to be told if 
he did not comply the charity’s 
bank account would be frozen.  

Mr Fotheringham said: ‘We 
needed [the money] so the 
members could compete in the 
Special Olympics. So against 
my better judgement I gathered 
the information and person-
ally handed it to my local bank 
manager. They shouldn’t need 
that information to look after the 

Following the complaint, 
Lloyds apologised and promised 
a £100 donation - but withdrew 
£100 instead. Following another 
complaint the mistake was recti-

further £100. 
Mr Fotheringham then 

discovered the personal details 
he provided had not even been 
processed - whilst information 
from Spean Bridge Senior 
Citizens Association, of which 
he is chairman, had been lost 
completely. He said: ‘I just 
couldn’t believe it. After they 
insisted we provide information 
that we were unwilling to give 
they didn’t even use it. It just 
proves that they obviously didn’t 

A BOS spokesman said: 
‘Regulation requires that we 
hold the most up to date infor-
mation for all Bank of Scotland 
Treasurers’ Account customers.
This includes all those who will 
be signatories on the account as 
well as others with an interest in 
the account such as trustees.’

When asked for further com-
ment, the spokesman asked The 
Oban Times to obtain the sort 
codes and account numbers of 
the charities and pass them on 
to the bank. The Oban Times 
declined and suggested Mr 
Fotheringham should contact 
BoS personally. 

Young Skye shopkeeper wins top award 

By EMMA CRICHTON

Volunteers 
angry at 
bank detail 
demand

Lack of maintenance crippling sports pitch, claims shinty club

Estate owner withdraws cottage plan

A CRUSADE to abolish fares 
on the Corran Ferry will be 
launched next Tuesday, April 1 
- the date Highland Council puts 
up fares on the lifeline link by 
another four per cent.

Around 60 demonstrators 
are expected to gather at the 
slipways either side of Loch 
Linnhe to get the ‘Free Corran 
Crossing’ campaign underway 
at 10am.

Representatives from 
community councils west of 
the ferry - Ardgour, Morvern, 
Sunart, West Ardnamurchan and 
Acharacle - will carry placards 
with the campaign logo ‘Stop 
Taxing Our Peninsulas’.

The move follows an action 
group meeting in Strontian 
on Tuesday night to agree the 
campaign strategy.

Ardgour Community Council 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

chairman Tony Boyd told The 
Oban Times: ‘We are looking 
for a humorous and peaceful 
demonstration. We do not want to 
inconvenience people travelling 
to their work of commercial 
businesses.

‘But we do want to make some 
kind of statement - and if things 
don’t happen we maybe have to 
take some further action.

‘I expect we will get a good 
turnout and we need support 
from the wider public. Our 
objective is to abolish fares on 
the ferry.’

Mr Boyd said the four per cent 
fares rise on April 1 would take 
the increase in ticket prices over 
the year to 23.6 per cent - with 
the standard fare for the 600-

yard crossing going up to almost 
£16 return.

He added: ‘There’s a mixed 
feeling in the community on 
whether they want a bridge or a 
free ferry so we voted to name 
the campaign ‘Free Corran 
Crossing’ to ensure maximum 
support.

‘The community feels that 
because every bridge in Scotland 
is free and tolls have been 
removed we now have the only 
mainland crossing where high 
toll charges remain in place.

‘There are no tolls on the 
Kessock Bridge in Inverness - so 
why should we be discriminated 
against just because of where we 
live?’ 

Highland Council’s community 
services committee will decide 
on a fares regime for the Corran 
Ferry on May 15. 

Bid to abolish 
Corran
Ferry fares

A WEST Highland estate owner 
has withdrawn plans to demolish 
an old cottage on her 14,000-acre 
property.

Susan Larson had wanted to 
knock down the former Kin-
gairloch School in Ardgour and 
replace it with a modern home.

But Kingairloch Estate dropped 
the bid following a storm of 
protest to Highland Council and 

will now consider restoring the 
1770s building instead. Among 
the objectors was former council 
leader Michael Foxley, who 
described Ms Larson and her 
mother Angela Yeoman as ‘mil-
lionaire absentee landowners’.

In a statement Ms Larson said 
she and her mother had continued 
to invest in ‘a very challenging 
business’ since 2006 which now 

employed six people full-time 

‘The accusations which have 
been made against my mother 
and I are deeply upsetting. The 
future of this unsound old build-
ing will be decided in time.’

Objector Douglas Watt from 
Lochaline said: ‘I think the ap-
plication was misguided and that 
common sense has prevailed.’
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In which year did The Run-Rig Dance Band
play their first ever gig?

PARTY ON THE MOOR

A FORT William powerlifter will represent 
Scotland in the British and European  Strongest 
Man under 90kg this year after winning the 

Jeremy Vickers beat 11 other competitors from 
across the country at the Ben Nevis Auction Mart 

The 24-year-old out-muscled the opposition in 
the log press, duck walk and chain drag, yoke run 

If that wasn’t enough, Vickers completed all 

events - sometimes lifting and dragging triple his 

bad with the hernia but I just had to watch in case it 

but I gave the position in the world competition 
to the guy that came second because that’s in 
May - and I won’t have recovered from my hernia 

Vickers, who organised the event in Fort William, 

Belfast in September, before going to the British 

thumbs up to Scotland becom-
ing an independent country in 
a whole-school referendum vote 

-
dict after a debate between SNP 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch Dave Thompson and 

Both politicians made a robust 
case for their cause, but it was 

day by 144 votes to 118, or 54 

Lochaber Local 
History Society
EMINENT academic Professor 

speaker at Lochaber Local 

Professor Cheape, one of the 

and currently senior lecturer at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Gaelic 
college in Skye, will talk on 

re-write history?’
Everyone is welcome to the 

Tarbert Co-op  
shop vote

will be decided by a count of 

Earlier this year the food 
group approached community 

Trust to gauge support for 
opening a small store in the 

But the issue proved 
controversial and at its AGM 
the trust decided to ballot local 
residents before progressing any 

Western Isles Council agreed 
to organise the vote and issued 
voting papers to all 789 eligible 
electors on the 66,000-acre 

Trust manager Alastair 
Macleod told The Oban Times

instruct the trust to carry out a 

concern from local shopkeepers 
and the vote will give us a 
mandate to continue talking, or 

stage and we have not met 

membership does not want us to 

The counting of votes 
will take place in Tarbert 

Sharp fall in 
Benbecula 
airport passenger 
numbers
BENBECULA airport suffered 
a sharp fall in passenger 
numbers in February, latest 

According to airport operator 

travellers used the airport 

to the inter-island air service as 

and Islands, increased demand 

Inglis Lyon, managing 

schedule changes are continuing 
to have an impact on inter-island 

though last month’s increase 
in demand at Stornoway was 

GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 
Team has been granted 

to its Glencoe village base 
four months after thieves stole 

The new building will house all 

and other items from a lock-up at 
the former Glencoe in the cynical 

The robbery was followed 
by a fundraising appeal which 
brought in almost £12,000 in 
donations to replace the life-

It also prompted a rethink 
on security arrangements and 

Scotland’s strongest man: Jeremy Vickers strains every sinew in the Atlas stones. 20_f13jeremy01

Glencoe MRT leader John 
Grieve turned adversity into 
opportunity by applying to build 
a secure unit for all the team’s 

The new facility, estimated 
to cost around £50,000, was 

planners under delegated 

Mr Grieve told The Oban 
Times
funding bodies to get a 
substantial grant and we can’t 
start until we get a yea or nay 

starting building until the latter 

part of the summer and we will 

will give us better security 
because everything will be here 

Meanwhile, Mr Grieve 
reported that the team has only 
been called out eight times this 
winter compared with 75 over 

avalanche conditions for much of 
this winter and it seems people 

For pupils eligible to vote on 

was greater - 70 votes to 48, or 

children are Scotland’s future 
and they have the opportunity 
to take control of the future of 

pleased to see that, for those 
who will be eligible to vote, 

lead on the No vote in Plockton 

commend Rhoda Grant MSP for 
giving me a run for my money as 

Susan Galloway thanked Mr 
Thompson and Ms Grant for 
their contribution to democratic 

The result comes as latest polls 

independence against 46 per cent 
for keeping the Union - a gap of 
seven points compared with 12 

School votes for independence

John Grieve: delighted 
planning permission has been 
granted for the new extension. 

20_f13mrt01

By 

INVESTIGATIONS on a stretch 
of road near Spean Bridge where 
four men were killed in separate 
accidents in recent months have 

BEAR Scotland carried out the 
probe in light of the fatal crashes 
and other collisions at or near 

It is thought the report will be 

The investigation looked at a 
number of aspects of the road’s 

condition, including the surface, 
as well as the number and types 
of accidents over the last three 

John Fotheringham, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council, has long been demand-

-

been saying for years that the 

killed on the same stretch of 
road and I just hope something is 
done before there are any more 

A BEAR Scotland spokes-

concluded our investigation and 
will be submitting our report to 

will be for Transport Scotland to 
decide on any measures that will 

be incorporated into our pro-

But Mr Fotheringham felt that 

families who want to know what 
caused the accidents and why 

hear that some action has been 
taken but they seem to be very 
good at talking to us whilst actu-

Accident blackspot probe completed

Team gets green light 
to extend rescue base
Search on for grants to fund project

Fort man powers on for Scotland
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John McLellan has served 
the local community in Fort 
William and throughout 
Lochaber as an independent 
funeral director for over 90 
years, providing a 24-hour 
compassionate, dedicated 

Times are rapidly changing 
within the funeral business 
and it is the ethos of the 
company to combine its well-
known, traditional values 
with highly regarded, evolv-

this end, they have appointed 
Scott Greenlees to take over 
the role of Funeral Director 
following the retirement of 
Ewen MacLennan after 20 
years of dedicated service 

Scott has a wealth of 

knowledge in funeral 
directing which has come 
from his experience with 
well-established, reputable 
companies both in the Ab-

He is completely dedicated 
to his chosen profession and 
is always willing to go the 
extra mile for each family 
he serves, dedicated to eas-
ing the burden of organising 
each funeral and sharing in 
the families’ times of great 

Scott is assisted by John 
Flannigan, who has worked 
with the company for almost 

Angus MacPhie continues 
as Managing Director, 
overseeing the day-to- day 
running of the organisation 

and is supported by three 
other staff members, each of 
whom is dedicated to serving 
the local community sensi-
tively and in a professional 

The services provided do 
not end with the funeral 

-

also offers pre-paid Golden 

John McLellans’ newly 
refurbished premises in 
the centre of Fort William 
contain a Chapel of Rest 
which provides relatives 
with a quiet, private space 

vehicles has been upgraded 
to include a new Mercedes 

Changing with the Times at 
John McLellan Funeral Directors

Dudley Road, Fort William PH33 6JB  Tel: 01397 702128  www.johnmclellanfunerals.co.uk 
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Rockfield Primary School pupils 
had some crazy socks on to raise 
awareness of Downs Syndrome.

Left: St Columba’s Primary School pupils 
show off their odd socks to mark World 

Downs Syndrome day.

Park Primary School’s P6 class display their exceedingly odd socks. Cristiana Ferreonetto.

IT’S EVERY mother’s despair when the socks come 
out the washing machine and there’s always one or 

But this phenomenon was put to good use on Fri-
day March 21 in Oban’s primary schools after a Park 
Primary School pupil asked his peers and teachers 
to wear odd socks to mark World Downs Syndrome 

Cameron Johnston asked his P6 teacher Pauline 
MacInnes if his classmates could wear odd socks be-

‘I thought it would be fantastic for the whole school 
to do,’ said Miss MacInnes, ‘and the children were 

‘We had a discussion in class about how it affects 

really fun way to raise awareness – there were some 
really crazy socks!’

primary schools at Oban Joint Campus to ask if 
they also would take part which teachers and pupils 
gladly did, raising £30 as well as awareness of the 

Pupils pull on their 
odd socks to mark 
World Downs 
Syndrome Day 

A PLAN to make Argyll the 
destination for cruise ships on 
Scotland’s west coast has taken 
a step closer, with news that the 
Queen Mary 2 and The World 

Argyll and Bute Council 

is in discussions to bring the 
ships - two of largest and most 
recognisable in the world - to the 

The 151,400-tonne cruise 
liner Queen Mary 2 is the tour 

typically carry around 2,620 

The World, at nearly 200 metres 
long is the largest privately-
owned yacht in the world and 
passengers spend extensive time 

IT’S OFFICIAL: Argyll and 
Bute has suffered its wettest 
winter since records began more 

Figures obtained from the Met 

in Argyll of 1,062 millimetres 
over the winter months – 52 per 
cent more than is expected at 

In February alone, Bute had 

which is 91 per cent above 

Murder accused 
expected to 
appear in court
THE MAN accused of 
murdering Oban man Colin 
Penrose in his cell at Glasgow’s 
HM Barlinnie Prison last 
Thursday was expected to 
appear before Glasgow Sheriff 

The fellow prisoner, aged 
22, appeared in private at the 
court last Friday and made no 
plea or declaration before being 
remanded for full committal 

Colin, who was 22 years old, 
had been released after serving 
a sentence for sexual offences 
but had been recalled to prison 
after committing another 

travelling the world on board the 

Oban and North Lorn 
Councillor Elaine Robertson, 
who sits on a multi-agency 
group tasked with attracting 
more cruise ships, said bringing 
in more tourists by sea was key 

it will be extremely exciting for 

like that come here would be 

‘We have to be as prepared as 
we can and that means enhancing 
the area passengers will arrive 

what people can do in Oban in a 
day, we already have a welcome 

banner and more attractive Heras 
fencing, as well as an information 
unit that can be manned by 

‘It is extremely important to 

to get every passenger to stay in 
Oban, because they book a lot of 
their tours before they even get 

‘We want people to come here, 
have a good experience and have 

‘We have got to grow Oban and 

Cruise ships visits make up part 
of Argyll and Bute Community 
Planning Partnership’s Single 
Outcome Agreement for 2013 
- 2023 and the redevelopment 

of the North Pier is seen as an 
opportunity to help meet these 

Martin Gorringe, the council’s 
marine operations manager, 

discussions with the owners of 
both these ships, but nothing has 

‘The council is a member of 
Cruise Scotland and is actively 
involved in promoting Argyll 

regularly advertise, and have 
a presence at trade shows in 

‘We are working to develop the 
cruise market and to increase the 
number of cruise ships calling 
at all the key ports in Argyll 
and Bute, with a target of 35 

TWO PRIMARY school girls showed their 
entrepreneurial acumen and community spirit in 
equal measure as they raised £1,000 for a disability 

Pupils at Benderloch’s Lochnell Primary School, 
Eilid MacPherson, nine, and 10-year-old Freya 
MacKechnie, decided to organise a fundraising 
day at the village’s Victory Hall to aid Riding for 

The girls had learnt about the charity from two 
boys who attend the riding and carriage driving 

And in a scene similar to a task on the BBC’s 
Apprentice programme, the girls could be seen 
delegating and organising last Saturday, ensuring 

any way they could, the girls put a modern spin 
on traditional fundraisers and after being told it 

Victory Hall car park, decided to offer people a 

Freya’s mother, Bel Cameron, said: ‘The 
delegation seemed to come easily to them and they 

‘Eilid even took the leftover baking to church the 

‘They were shocked at how much money they 
have raised but they worked really hard and did 
a lot of the baking themselves - the state of my 
kitchen is proof of that!’

Eilid MacPherson, left, and Freya MacKechnie supported Riding for the Disabled at a fundraising 
day they organised. 16_t13rda01

weather-related landslides 
this winter at the Rest and be 
Thankful, Butter Bridge and 

But the persistent downpour 
has not affected tourists or locals 
who are, seemingly, just getting 

Following the success of last 
year’s Oban Winter Festival, 
Linda Battison, chairwoman 

for Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association, said: ‘There has 
been no adverse effects to 
tourism at all – no one comes 
to Oban in winter expecting 

Families and tourists look to 
indoor attractions in the wetter 
months and the community-run 
Oban Phoenix Cinema has seen 
its footfall rise to around 1,000 

However, Argyll’s sports 

Oban sails closer to 
welcoming world 
famous cruise ships 

A SHARE offer in the Islay 
Community Wind Project, 
which closes at the end of this 
month, has already raised more 
than £420,000 since the start of 

And Islay Energy Trust, which 
is leading the wind turbine 
project, says 80 per cent of 
investment has come from 

The project cost is around 

the share offer could raise 

Attempted murder 
charge

Oban social
worker honoured 
at awards
AN OBAN social worker has 
been recognised for her work at 

Rhoda Harper of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Children and 
Families Team was named 
social worker of the year 
by Scotland’s children and 
young people minister Aileen 
Campbell at a reception in 

The council’s policy lead for 
children and families, council-
lor Mary Jean Devon, said: ‘We 

a marvellous achievement and 
indicative of the high calibre of 
social work employees working 

showed leadership and guidance 
when asked to take on the role 
of acting team leader to help 
a neighbouring team through 
a period of major change and 

improvements in the quality of 

‘I offer Rhoda my heartfelt 
congratulations and wish her 
well in her continuing career 

Girls’ efforts see charity 
canter off with £1,000  

teams have been impacted by the 

Shinty Club have had no pre-
season matches and last week’s 
game against Kilmory was just 
the latest to be cancelled because 

Team manager Davie Thomson 
said: ‘Our park is never prone to 

Farmers are also toughing out 
the bleak weather but prefer 

Dan McLaughlin, chairman of 
the Blackface Sheep Breeders 
Association says his concern 
will rise if the rain continues 

He added: ‘The weather 
becomes more important as we 
move towards lambing season in 

around £300,000 towards the 
total cost, the rest being made up 

MacLellan says the current 
total is beyond expectations and 
continues to rise as the deadline 

She said: ‘This is an excellent 
amount of money and it is 

‘We are in the process of 
requesting additional funding 
but the more we raise through 

the share offer, the less interest 

‘To have 80 per cent of the 
investment come from islanders 
is a great show of support 

The construction and 
maintenance of the turbine on 
Scottish Natural Heritage land 
at Castlehill, will be carried out 

It is envisaged the turbine will 
be producing energy by early 

Islanders back wind project share offer

Wettest winter since records began

A 32-YEAR-old man appeared in 
private at Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court on Monday, charged with 
assault to severe injury, danger 
to life and attempted murder in 
relation to an incident in Port 

The man made no plea or 
declaration and the case was 
continued for further examina-

NEWSDESK
01397 703003
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LORN Garden Club members and guests gathered and had 
the chance to hear a talk from an owner of Glenarn Garden, 
Helensburgh.

Sue Thornley, who took on the garden with her husband 
Mike over 30 years ago have restored and developed 
the plot, coping along the way with storms that felled  
established trees. Members of the club were inspired by 
pictures Sue showed them of the recovered garden with 

of magnolia, narcissus and crocus. 
The next meeting will be April 15 which will be the club’s 

AGM and Members Night and there will be a plant and seed 
swap.

PARENTS campaigning against 
changes to school transport in the 
Glenorchy area will meet with 
Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell and local politicians to 
state their case for change.

A questionnaire circulated by 
parents of children in Dalmally, 
Lochawe and Stronmilchan 
has shown an overwhelming 
opposition to the plan, which 
will see Oban High School pupils 
from those areas travel to Oban 
by train, rather than by bus.

An increase in the number 
of trains travelling between 

A VAN driver perched on top of 
his vehicle to wait for help after 
crashing into Saulmore Bay, 
Loch Etive.

The man, who is now being 

for alleged dangerous driving, 
is believed to have lost control 
of his vehicle and left the A85 
between Saulmore and Connel 
at around 10.55 last Friday.

THE MEDALS, including a 
Military Cross, won by a little-
known Oban pilot from World 
War One were due to go up for 
auction yesterday (Wednesday) 
in London.

Too late, unfortunately, for 
a plea by one Oban fan for the 
medals and an inscribed gold pen 
from the ‘grateful inhabitants’ 
of Oban, to be displayed in the 
town instead.

Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlander Lieutenant John 
Henry Cooper, nicknamed 
‘Hootsmon’ after a favourite 
exclamation, was awarded 
the Military Cross (MC) in 
November 1917 for  ‘conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty’, 
including bombing an enemy 

lines in thick mist and bombing 
a factory. 

His machine was badly hit in 
the process and returned with 

bad weather conditions.
 Later, in the course of three 

infantry from a low altitude. 
The inscribed MC along with 

British War, Victory, Defence 
and War medals, were being 
auctioned by Dix Noonan Webb, 

AN OBAN man, with a number 
of court convictions including 
supply and possession of drugs, 
has terminated his tenancy with 
a social housing landlord just as 
a hearing for his eviction was 
due.

The man, in his late 20s, was 
facing a hearing granted to 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association for the recovery of 
the tenancy of his Soroba Road 

drug dealing.
Alastair MacGregor, ACHA 

chief executive, said: ‘I can only 
assume our former tenant, in full 

Lorn Lines
OBAN Speakers Club held 

season and disappointment 
was in the air as a founding 
member of the club announced 
his retirement.  

Donnie Graham, who has 
completed 50 years as a 
member of the club, tendered 

his resignation and was 
congratulated by well-wishers 
on the night. 

Speakers on the night were 
Willie Melville, Bill Leech 
and Tom Clegg and their 
critics, Eamonn Arthur, 
Martin Wilson and Nick 
Maclean. 

THE FINAL night of the Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club 
will be held next Thursday, with the Robert Whitehead 
Band.

Organisers are encouraging box players and dance band 
supporters from around the area to attend, as they seek to 
give more people the opportunity to play. Anyone is welcome 
to give a tune on the night. The club will meet in the Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls, starting at 7.30pm.

MEMBERS of the Oban 
Photographic Club snapped 
more than 30 sport-themed 
photographs for the last 
competition of the winter 
season. 

Photographer Kevin 
McGlynn, whose work 
features regularly in local and 
national press, was tasked 
with judging the competition.

First place winners were 
Hugh Wilson, who submitted 
a print photograph and Eric 

Shaw who produced a digital 
sports image. 

Nina Robertson enjoyed 
a great success as her print 
photographs won second and 
third place.

Bob McCulloch and Bill 
Grant were runners up in 
second and third place with 
their digital sports image.

Kevin donated a striking 
trophy to Eric and the main 
winners were recipients of gift 
vouchers.

The van driver perches on the roof of his van as help arrives. 

Glasgow and Oban, beginning 
this summer, will allow for 
the changes, scheduled for this 
August.

But parents have highlighted 
safety concerns and the added 
time to the school day as the main 
reasons for their objections.

Their voices will be heard 
at a meeting for invited 
representatives in Dalmally next 
Friday.

Stating her claim that the 
status quo should be retained, 
parent Susan McLaughlin told 
The Oban Times: ‘We’ve got a 

service we are incredibly happy 
with. It picks children up in a 
fair and just manner and treats 
people here with the same degree 
of respect as those in Oban.
With what they [the council] are 
doing, there is a political force 
behind helping to keep the train 
service viable. 

‘We are expected to have sub-

economy in Oban.’
Mrs McLaughlin, whose 

questionnaire shows that only 
two out of 25 parents of children 
using the school bus as of August 

this year, cited the example of 
one woman in Lochawe, a single 
parent with three children.

‘She has one child at high 
school, one at primary school 
and a toddler. 

‘She will have to leave her 
home at 7.25am to walk with her 
children to get her oldest child to 
the station and be back in time 
to put the primary school child 
on the bus. This is causing havoc 
with people’s lives.

‘The parents in Loch Awe have 
been given the option of putting 
their kids on the sweeper bus but 

last off, adding an hour to their 
already long day. The whole 
thing is shambolic.’

However, it is understood a 
majority of parents in the other 
villages affected, Connel and 
Taynuilt, are happy with the 
changes.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said the 
changes had been supported 
by the full council. She added: 
‘The enhanced train service 

to all the communities it will 

serve. For school pupils, as 
well as providing a safe way of 
travelling to school, it will allow 
participation in extra-curricular 
activities – an important part of 
the Curriculum for Excellence. 

‘The later services will 
also open up opportunities 
for after-school and weekend 
employment. 

‘The provision of seasonal 
rail tickets means that students 
can travel from their designated 
train station in and out of Oban 
on any service for free during 
the school session.’

knowledge of the association’s 
recent successes in recovery of 
possession actions involving 
drugs, knew the game was up 
and took the decision not to 
defend the action.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
elected member of ACHA for 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles, added: 
‘Once again, ACHA has shown 
it will not tolerate any form of 
drug dealing from its proper-
ties.’

He added that it gave tenants 

drug dealing activity, knowing it 
would be fully investigated.

Glenorchy parents step up 
school transport protest

at a value of £4,000-5,000. On 
discovering the medals and gold 
fountain pen were to be sold, 
Michael Nicolson of Combie 
Street contacted The Oban 
Times.

‘This man was a WW I pilot of 
incredible courage and bravery 
from Oban who was awarded the 
Military Cross for conspicuous 
gallantry, who was revered 
by his fellow pilots for his raw 
courage and death defying 

conditions deemed hopeless for 

with an inscribed gold fountain 
pen by the people of Oban on his 
return,’ he said.

Mr Nicolson asked why more 
was not known about this ‘hero’ 
and why the medals were to be 
auctioned when ‘they should be 
here on display with this man’s 
history’.

‘I feel a sense of shame to come 
from a town with such disregard 
for those that served, both those 
posted here and those from here,’ 
he added.

John Macpherson of Oban War 
and Peace Museum said he was 
not aware of the Great War hero, 
although he said there might be 
a photo or documents among the 
museum’s archives.

The van, which was heading 

feet of water.
Fortunately, a Fast Water 

Rescue Boat from Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue had been 
training nearby in Ardmucknish 
Bay and was informed by the 
Oban coastguard about the 
incident. 

The boat was able to get to 

the man immediately and take 
him ashore where an ambulance 
took him to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, although he suffered 
no serious injuries. 

Closed
Police closed the road for about 

an hour after the incident.
Oban Fire Station commander 

Martin Hill said: ‘This is a clear 

Oban man terminates ACHA 
tenancy before eviction hearing

in partnership with our fellow 
emergency services to protect 
the public.

‘Operating on information 
supplied the coastguard and in 
conjunction with our ambulance 
and police colleagues, our crews 
from Oban Community Fire 
Station and our swift water 
rescue team ensured the motorist 
was brought to safety.’

Loch crash driver left perching on roof

Oban war hero’s 
medal collection 
is auctioned off
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Spean Bridge Primary School is celebrating after four young 
ski-ers returned from the Scottish Schools Snowports Association 

Alpine Series finals at Cairngorm with team silver. From left, 
Fergus Berardelli, Joshua Balcombe, Alasdair Poll and Freddy 
Fulford raced down the course in a combined time of 156.75 

seconds to finish second in the nine-team novice competition. 
Head teacher Kate MacGillivray said: ‘It was a great achievement.’

A LOCHABER mountain biker 
is hoping to post a ‘wheely’ good 
time when he takes part in his 

in the Borders from May 31 to 
June 1.

Ben Miller will line up against 
-

ers at the adrenaline-charged 

timed sections on tough trails at 
Innerleithen and Glentress.

the 18 year-old from Duror has 

can to prepare.
Ben told The Oban Times: 

-
ing my bike a lot and training to 
get quicker.

the team playing twice a week 

season.
Claggan Park currently resem-

growing that the playing surface 
will not be able to withstand the 

managed two matches at home 

League Cup on March 15.
The string of call-offs has 

his 12th birthday by winning 

championships in Glasgow last 
weekend.

-

title and delight the Lochaber 
contingent ringside.

-
ship shot after defeating James 
MacDonald from Denbeath 

unanimous points decision - 

had been waiting to enter the 
ring for the bout when his op-
ponent’s coach said that he was 

on 121 points. 
The handicap league is led 

Top scratch game this week 

Burns also had the top 
three-game scratch series this 
week with 531 and the top 
three-game handicap series 

Steven Burns on his way to 
winning Saturday’s triathlon. 

20_f13triathlon01

put the Badenoch men to the sword at Claggan 

A win would work wonders for team morale as 
manager Danny Conlon continues his quest to 

Keith Millar and John Treasurer picked up 

Conlon is under no illusions about the impor-
tance of the match for both sides.

He told the Oban Times: ‘It is our biggest game 
of the season without a doubt - they are right 
beside us in the league.

well.

deal with teams like that - but it’s time we didn’t.

minutes - but after that it was far from one-way 

Cracking chances

put us under a lot of pressure early on. I thought 
‘here we go again’ but we knuckled down and 
had a couple of cracking chances when we were 

taken both of them.’

-
gan last night as they play catch-up with their 

HIGHLAND County player 
Martyn Cameron defeated 

singles darts competition in 
Tradewinds at Corpach on 

of the night with a brilliant 

The best leg of the night 

will be staged tomorrow 

Arrows fly at the 
Tradewinds

Martyn Cameron, right, beat 
James Whyte in the open 

singles.

from other league teams who 
-

liam mid-week to replay the 

been hit through the loss of gate 
receipts and food and drink 
sales.

Club chairman Ronnie Ma-
cLean told The Oban Times: 
‘The pitch is in a terrible state 

our obligations to the end of the 
season.

of which are at home and I don’t 
think the pitch could stand it.

nights means you are not going 
to get the same amount of people 

will be pretty low. 
‘The whole situation at Clag-

gan is really worrying. Other 

them because we are cancelling 
all our games. 

discuss possible solutions.
Mr MacLean added: ‘It’s lack 

of match practice for the lads 
and getting together as a team is 
the big problem.

‘Our dream is an all-weather 
surface - but I think that’s a few 
years down the road.’

Pitch problems 
could see Fort 
playing after 
the season ends 

Bottom of the table clash at Claggan

Champ! Cameron Whyte wins at the Scottish Open Championships.

-
body knows Cameron will be 
far too good and it’s a pointless 

through that.’

-

features only the cream of the 
country’s young stars.

Convincingly

Kein Johnstone came up against 

championships earlier in the 
season.

-
liam youngster turned the form 
book on its head by winning a 
unanimous decision.

ABC on a split decision   but he 
-

ments this season.
Another Lochaber 12 year-

O’Neills ABC and was in the 
ascendancy in the semi only to 

forced the referee to stop the 

-

champion and European bronze 

Hall showed his customary 
cool to stand up to the powerful 

contest and while he didn’t quite 
pull off a shock his points loss 
held no shame.

Cameron is just champion!

The Commonwealth themed 
tournament spread across two 
days and P5-7 children from 

Winning teams representing Pakistan, Antigua and Malta with 
their prizes and country flags. 

countries. 

BASKETBALL

Basketball festival at Portree

he has to be realistic about his 
prospects.

want to be less than four minutes 
off the person who wins. It’s my 

the opening round in Chile on 

to compete in round three at 

Ben is currently studying for a 

Ben Miller to take part 

Triathlon
triumph 
for local 
athletes

they won two local triathlons 

-
tors. 

32secs. 

were greeted with clear skies 
and sunshine. 

-

-
liam brothers Paul and Graeme 
Bamber.

Range car park. Registration 

1:21:33.

-

-

TRIATHLON

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals and showers
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunny
 Winds light east north easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 11ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate to rough

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 27, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.08   3.4 09.10 1.2 15.44       3.3       21.34      1.0
Fri  03.58 3.7 10.08 0.9 16.25       3.5       22.27      0.6     
Sat  04.41 4.0 10.55 0.6 17.00       3.8       23.14      0.5
Sun  05.20 4.1 11.38 0.5      17.34      3.9       23.57      0.3
Mon  05.57 4.2 12.17 0.4 18.08 4.0         **.**         *.*
Tues       00.39       0.3 06.33 4.2 12.55       0.4       18.42      4.0
Wed  01.19   0.4 07.07 4.0 13.32    0.6 19.16       3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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