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Tobermory to honour otter ‘Elvis’

THE COURT of Session 
in Edinburgh has quashed 
a decision by Scottish 
ministers to block a new 
wind farm near Inveraray.

The ruling, made last week, 
means plans for the 14-
turbine Stacain wind farm 

after the original planning 
application was lodged. 

Argyll and Bute Council 
approved the plans for a 
site northwest of Lochan 
Shira reservoir in 2007. The 
decision was overturned 
in 2008 by the Scottish 
government after concerns 
were raised about the impact 
on rare golden eagles nesting 
in the area. 

Last week, the court of 
session ruled the impact 
on wildlife had been over-
estimated.

A spokesman for 
developers Wind Prospect, 
said welcomed the decision: 
‘We are now hopeful that our 
application will be given full 
and due consideration.’

The court’s decision 
could prompt a new public 
inquiry into the wind farm. 
A Scottish government 
spokesman said: ‘We are just 
considering the next steps 
and how to progress in this 

Stacain
wind farm 
ruling
overturned

AN AUCTION on the small 
island of Jura has raised an 
estimated £11,000 for two 
charities.

The event, held last 
Saturday in Craighouse 
Village Hall, was organised 
by Alex and Alison Smith, 
with help from their family, 
and attended by 131 people, 
the majority of who were 
islanders.

Among the lots under 
the hammer of auctioneer 
Donald Morrison were a 
holiday to a destination of 
the bidder’s choice and a 
day’s charter of the Jura 
Passenger Ferry.

The two charities to ben-

Lifeboat Institution and Is-
lay and Jura Sick Children’s 
Fund.

David McArthur, mechan-
ic on the Islay lifeboat, said: 
‘The generosity of people 
on Islay and Jura never fails 
to amaze me.’

ISLANDERS from Islay 
and Jura turned out in force 
on Tuesday at the funeral 
of Jura minister the Rev 
George Campbell. 
The Rev Campbell, who 
died suddenly last Tuesday, 
initially came to Jura as a 
locum minister and spent 
time with congregations 
on both islands. He was a 
popular and well-respected 
member of the Jura com-
munity and will be sadly 
missed by islanders.

Rev George 
Campbell, Jura

Jura charity 
auction raises  
more than £11,000

use of changing rooms and 
showers.

And in the nearby local 
authorities of Inverclyde 
(£30.30 for pitch and 
changing room hire) and East 
and West Dunbartonshire 
(£24 for pitch hire) the 
charges are notably cheaper.

Oban Saints Football Club 
secretary David Buchanan, 
who is chairman of Oban 
Football Development 
Group, said: ‘Our dedicated 
volunteers and coaches, who 
run 10 teams, use council 
pitches to train and to play on. 

hike deeply concerning.
‘The council often talks 

about healthy living and 

PLANS for mounting a 
bronze statue to ‘Elvis’ in 
Tobermory are underway.

Islanders are mourning the 
loss of the otter, named after 
the singer, who was found 
dead in Ledaig car park.

Dedicated wild life police 

said: ‘The otter was very 
popular with locals and 
visitors alike. He was a 
friendly little animal and 
would often ‘perform’ for 
an audience.

‘It is believed that he died 
of natural causes.

‘I understand he is being 
buried in Tobermory.’

Elvis was a well-known 
character for his human-
friendly antics. Over the 

Stewart and photographer 
Nic Davies had spent time 
recording the mammal’s 
antics.

Angus said: ‘Watching 
Elvis was a glimpse into 
another world. I have been 

following him for the last 
year, almost every day, for 

was quite extraordinary and 
people who either lived or 
visited Tobermory were 
dazzled by his presence. 

‘He was the Ferrari of the 
animal world – a rare gem.’

Fellow ‘stalker’ Nic said: 
‘Islanders are talking about 
building a bronze statue to 
Elvis and although it won’t 

memorial to him.’

Elvis the Otter was a favourite on Tobermory’s Main Street  Picture -  Nic Davies

Sports clubs 
stunned by 
charges hike
SPORTS clubs across Argyll 
say Argyll and Bute Council 
is taking them for April Fools 
following an up-to-90.5 per 
cent hike in pitch charges.

Under the new charges, 
which will be imposed 
from April 1, the hire of 
pitches will rise from £31.50 
to £60 and that is before 
any additional costs, such 
as changing rooms, are 
considered.

However Councillor Neil 
Mackay, spokesman for arts, 
leisure, culture and sport, 
said he would ask colleagues 
to revisit the decision made 
by councillors at February’s 
2010-11 budget setting 
meeting.

The numerous football, 
rugby and shinty teams 
in the area were recently 
informed of the changes 
and have reacted angrily to 
the price hike, which would 
put Argyll’s pitches among 
the most expensive in the 
country.

Pitches on Glasgow Green, 
considered to be among 
the best in the country for 
amateur sports, are £41.40 
for pitch hire, including the 

Pitch hire costs to double

Decision fl ys in 
the face of current 
thinking
chairman
Oban Football 
Development Group

REPORT by 
Euan Paterson

epaterson@obantimes.
co.uk

‘sport for all’ but this 

face of all that.’
Dave Sturrock, chief 

executive of Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club, said: ‘If these 
rates stick, it will be bad for 
the club and bad for sport.

‘We currently spend 
between £1,500 and £2,000 
on pitches for training and 

effectively be doubled. 
‘It will be interesting to see 

if the facilities improve as a 
result.’

Councillor Mackay said on 
Tuesday: ‘I was aware there 
was going to be a rise but not 
at that level. That is a hefty 
rise for any organisation to 
fund. I have spoken to council 

to speak to the council leader 
and administration about it 
later this week and revisit 
that decision. I understand 
how important sport is and 
this price hike does concern 
me.

‘I think that during the 
budget we were so concerned 
with the social work aspect 
that this might have slipped 
under the radar.’

POLICE enquiries are con-
tinuing after a 13-year-old 
girl was allegedly assaulted 
by two young females at the 
blaes pitch, behind Moss-

Saturday.

Teenage girl 
assaulted in Oban

Boat taken and 
damaged at Appin

(RIB) belonging to a local 

its mooring at Port Appin 
sometime between 2pm 
last Friday and 8pm last 
Saturday.

It was found close to a 
nearby slipway and been 
damaged.

Anyone with any informa-
tion on the incident should 
contact Oban police on 
01631 510500.

AN UPGRADE of the telephone exchange 
on the Isle of Lismore will allow new 
customers to use BT Broadband.

The current exchange is at capacity and no 
new users can receive internet access.

Jim Mather, Enterprise Minister and Argyll 
and Bute MSP, said: ‘This is excellent news 
for people living and working near the 

Lismore telephone exchange, especially 
local businesses which need a competitive 
advantage during this economic downturn.’ 
  The upgrade is underway but BT said it 
had been extremely challenging, involving a 
huge amount of planning, negotiations over 
the acquisition of land and the creation of 
new radio transmission links at both sites.

Telephone upgrade boosts Lismore broadband

ARGYLL College showed 
off its new premises in Oban 
as it welcomed business 
partners and members of the 
community to its open day.

Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 

new premises, the former HIE 
building on Glengallan Road, 
last Friday.

The MSP and other guests 
had a tour of the building and 
were impressed with a state-of-
the-art kitchen and hair salon, 
as well as the latest computer 
and video-conferencing 
technology.

Other speakers during the 
opening ceremony included 

college director Michael 
Breslin and chairwoman 
Wilma Campbell. Also in 
attendance were former 
councillors Alan Macaskill 
and Robin Banks, who were 
instrumental in setting up the 
college.

Vision becomes reality
Mr Mather said: ‘I was 

delighted to see this latest 
stage of the vision for Argyll 
College become reality in 
Oban.

‘Allan Macaskill, Robin 
Banks and others deserve 
credit for the early stages 
of the vision and Michael 
Breslin and Wilma Campbell 

deserve our grateful thanks 
for bringing it to such brilliant 
fruition.’

The college has 18 centres 
throughout Argyll and the 
islands and has been based at 
Dunstaffnage for the past 10 
years.

It is proposed to introduce 
more courses, including 
horticulture; music 
performance; music production 
and sound engineering.

Speaking on behalf of Argyll 
and Bute Council, Councillor 
Isobel Strong said: ‘If young 
people can study in this area, 
they are more likely to stay 
here and contribute.’

Argyll College opens new doors
A PLAN to end the publication 
of public notices in local newspa-
pers has been shelved by Scottish 
ministers.

An eight-week consultation 
raised concerns about proposals to 
publish them on a dedicated web-
site instead, including access for 
those without a computer and the 
need to log on and actively seek 
out a notice.

Announcing the decision, John 

said: ‘As a minority government, 
it is incumbent on us to build 
consensus and in this case that 
has not been possible. Given the 
strength of views expressed, we 
have decided not to proceed with 
the legislation.’

Public notices will stay 
in newspapers

Don’t forget to put 
your clocks forward 
this weekend

Lorn Drama 
Festival highlights
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THE FIRST ever get-together of former pupils - up to 
1965 - of Sir E Scott Secondary School will be held on 
September 24 this year in the Harris Hotel.

The evening will give former pupils, especially those 
who stayed in the hostel, a great opportunity to meet with 
old school friends.

Organiser John Archie Morrison said: ‘There will be an 
informal buffet dinner and the night will climax in a bit of 
danns an rathaid.

‘Photographs will be on display but people are 
encouraged to bring some of their own along too.’

Anyone interested in attending should contact John 
Archie before the end of July on 01261 815091 or
johnarchiemorrison@googlemail.com.

Sir E Scott re-union planned

Islay nurse retires
ISLAY nurse Sandra Bell has retired, having joined the 
island’s hospital in 1973.

Sandra, a community nursing auxiliary, has been a 
stalwart of the hospital and community nursing teams over 
the years.

Scottish year of food and drink
HOMECOMING Scotland was so successful that the 
Scottish government has decided to capitalise on it by 
focusing on Scotland’s food and drink this year.

Tourism Minister and Argyll and Bute MSP Jim Mather 
said years focused on promoting the varied aspects 
of Scotland’s tourism industry would be part of the 
Homecoming 2009 legacy and a further announcement 
about themes to come will be made in due course.

‘Through our national food and drink policy, we want to 
help pubs, hotels, visitor attractions, restaurants and cafes 
build on our international reputation and deliver the best 
of Scottish produce to the 16 million people who visit this 
country every year,’ he said. 

‘The food and drink sector already employs 360,000 
people and we have committed £75 million to create more 
jobs, more sales and more exports. What we are aiming 
for now is further investment in the skills and innovation 
required to increase its value to the economy to £12.5 
billion by 2017.’

The Scottish Food and Drink Fortnight, which takes place 
in September, will become a focal point of activity. 

Campbeltown investment plan 

a generation.
Representatives from Argyll and Bute Council and its 

partners were on hand to inform people about major projects 
in the pipeline.

The projects being undertaken include the Campbeltown 
CHORD redevelopment of the marina, the regeneration of 
Kinloch Road, infrastructure improvements, the Skycon 
facility at Machrihanish and early proposals for an all 
weather pitch.

Councillor John Semple, chairman of the Campbeltown 
CHORD Project Board, said:  ‘I’d like to thank all those 
who took the trouble to come along.

‘Campbeltown has embarked on an extremely ambitious 
programme of redevelopment and regeneration, and it is 
vital that the community feels a part of that.’

Members of the community policing team, RSPB and the Forestry Commission are joined by 
surveillance volunteers from Operation Easter at Loch Frisa on Mull. 16_t12eagle1

Operation Easter 
gets under way
on Isle of Mull
Six-week focus on the prevention 
and detection of wildlife crime

Mun àm a leughas sibh seo bidh an Seansalair air òraid 
buidseit a libhrigeadh agus bidh deasbadan poilitigeach 
air ghoil ceart. Chan è a-mhàin gum bheil suidheach-
adh eaconomaigeach na rìoghachd ann am fìor staid 
chugallach, ach tha taghadh pàrlamaid dìreach beagan 
sheachdainean romhainn.  Dhan a  mhòr-chuid, gu 
nàdarra, ’s e an teachd-an-tìr agus slàinte an teaghlaich 
as cudromaiche. Nuair a thèid luchd nam poilitigs a dh’ 
argamaid tha dragh ann gum bheil ciall a’ dol leis an t-
sruth air sgàth feallsanachd phartaidhean fa-leth. 

Ach tha rud eadar ciall is caothach, agus tha tomhas de 
dh’ fhìrinn as an dà argamaid a thaobh mar bu chòir dèil-

airgead poblach dh’ fhaodadh am fàs fann a th’ air an 

air ais ann an sloc an t-seacaidh. Air an làimh eile tha 

riaghaltas innleachd chiallach gus tòiseachadh air an 
t-suidheachadh sin a chur ceart tha cunnart ann gun caill 
sinn creideas eadar-nàiseanta, agus dhèanadh sin cron 
maireannach.

Tha gliocas Sholaimh a dhìth air ge b’ e cò bhios os 
cionn an riaghaltais againn, agus chan adhbhar farmaid 
an uallach a bhios air an fheadhainn sin. Ach feumaidh 
sinn faotainn troimhe, agus feumaidh sinn maoin agus 

rithist. Mar sin tha sinn a’ sireadh luchd-riaghlaidh aig 
am bi fìor thuigse air na tha ri dhèanamh, agus lèirsinn 
air an t-slighe a dh’ ionnsaigh sin.  Feumaidh na daoine 

ghabhail, ach feumaidh iad cuideachd a bhith glic agus 
Crìosdail gu leòr gus cuimhne a chumail air na dleas-
tanasan a th’ aca dhan fheadhainn a chuir an earbsa 
annta le bhòt a thoirt dhaibh. Chan fhaod an èisteachd ri 
beachdan is faireachdainn an t-sluaigh stad nuair a tha an 
taghadh seachad!

Agus dè mu na dleastanasan a th’ oirnne mar shluagh 

’s ann againne a tha an cumhachd luchd-riaghlaidh a tha-
ghadh.  ’S e  dleastanas a tha sin cuideachd, agus tha cus 
de shluagh na rìoghachd nach eil ga choileanadh. Nach 
olc dha duine sam bith a bhith càineadh ’s a’ gearan mu 

a’ char is lugha, bhòtadh as an taghadh. Tha mòran air 
feadh an t-saoghail aig nach eil an cothrom a th’ againne, 
agus is còir dhuinn luach a chur air agus làn fheum a 
dhèanamh dheth! 

By the time you read this the budget will have been an-
nounced and pre-election political jousting will be well 
underway. Our new government will require particular 
courage, vision and fortune in restoring our economy. 
They must also take the people with them in that process. 
We have the privilege, and a duty, to use our democratic 
right to vote to select the strongest government.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

ELDERLY and disabled residents on Mull 
and Tiree have been told they will no longer 
receive existing community support because 
of changes in council structure.

Despite running what residents considered a 
successful scheme, Argyll and Bute Council 
say a new list of priorities rules the residents, 
with an average age of 83, out.

Sebastian White of Mull said: ‘Once again 
on the Isle of Mull we are being used as a 
punching bag by Argyll and Bute Council.
 ‘They set up a very worthy scheme 
in early 2004 called Better Neighbour 
Services which was then renamed the Stay 
Put Project, and then further renamed to
Community Outreach Support. But each time 
it needs a reschedule of middle management 
the council decide to change the project. 

‘In this round of changes, however, 
they have decided in their wisdom there 
is no more money to fund this project on 
Mull or Tiree, so they are closing it down.
  ‘The average age of the client is 83 years, the 
numbers who receive input from the existing 
staff ranges from 22 to 38 plus respite clients. 
Not only working with hospital referrals, 
staff also deal with Telecare procedures and 
maintenance on the island.’

A council worker, who did not want to be 
named, said: ‘It is always the islands who are 

‘It is short-term thinking because people will 
need to be cared for and there are not enough 
care homes on islands. 

‘People should not be forced to move off the 
island to receive proper care.’ 

A spokeswoman for Argyll and Bute 
Council said: ‘Since the commencement of 
the community support projects, the council’s 
‘prioritisation of need framework’ has been 
developed.

‘The Community Support Network, which 
provides a service to mostly priority three and 

within this framework. 
‘The council is now preparing to review all 

service users in Tiree and Mull in order to 
determine their level of need. The priority is 
to ensure that those individuals who require 
Priority 1 and 2 services receive them.’

Mull
and
Tiree 
elderly
fear 
care 
cuts

People should not be     

forced to move off the          

island to receive proper care.

TENANTS of three Argyll and Bute housing associations are to get 

tenants of Argyll Community Housing Association (ACHA), West 
Highland Housing Association and Dunbritton Housing Association. 

Alastair MacGregor, chief executive of ACHA, said many people 

entitled.  He said: ‘We are absolutely delighted to be able to assist our 

have missed out on.  This will be a welcome income boost for many 
individuals and to the Argyll economy. At a time of real pressure on 
grant resources I am really pleased that the hard work of the three 
associations concerned has managed to secure this valuable resource 
to help our people.’

New welfare help for
Argyll and Bute tenants

David Kelly, Fiona Evamy, Corrina MacKenzie and Garrick 
Collier have been appointed as welfare rights officers to help 
tenants get the benefits they are entitled to. 

VOLUNTEERS on Mull are 
in for a few sleepless nights 
as Operation Easter gets under 
way. 

The six-week programme of 
round-the-clock surveillance 
of white-tailed eagle nest sites 
across the island is manned by 
a dedicated group of volunteers 
helped by staff from the Royal 
Society for the Protection 
of Birds (RSPB), Forestry 
Commission Scotland, Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Mull and Iona 
Community Trust and Strathclyde 
Police.

Operation Easter, will have its 
own dedicated wildlife crime 

to the operation. Island-based 
PC Donald MacCuish will 
concentrate his efforts on the 
prevention and detection of 
wildlife crime on Mull and, 
in particular, around the many 
white-tailed eagle and golden 
eagle nesting sites. 

Constable MacCuish said: 
‘The eagles on Mull are very 
important to the local community. 
Their re-introduction and 
subsequent successful breeding 
programme represent a concerted 
conservation effort by local 

people and groups such as the 
RSPB, Mull Eagle Watch and the 
Sea Eagle Viewing Partnership. 

from the increased tourist 
revenue that the eagles generate 

protecting.’
Sergeant Angela MacDonald 

added: ‘This year’s operation will 

with a wealth of local knowledge 
and a real understanding of the 
issues around wildlife crime. 

‘There have been a number 
of successful prosecutions in 

have played key roles in the 
gathering and dissemination of 
intelligence leading to successful 
prosecutions elsewhere in the 
United Kingdom.

‘Over the next six weeks PC 
MacCuish will actively support 
our partner agencies as they 
protect the nest sites from egg 
theft and over-zealous enthusiasts 
whose attentions can disturb 
breeding pairs and delay or stop 
successful breeding from taking 
place.’

added: ‘Operation Easter and 
Mull Eagle Watch are celebrating 
10 years of work in 2010. 

‘The work by Strathclyde Police 
over the years to protect Mull’s 
important wildlife is a shining 
example of how to tackle wildlife 
crime in the countryside. 

‘The local community, farmers, 
landowners and visitors all play 

‘There have been a 

number of successful  

prosecutions in recent 

years and local officers 

have played key roles 

in the gathering and 

dissemination of 

intelligence leading to 

successful prosecutions 

elsewhere in the United 

Kingdom.’

Sergeant Angela 
MacDonald.
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AN OBAN teenager has been 
reported to the procurator 

Drugs find at 
Lochawe

-

-

Raising funds for 
Laurinburg trip

Child bitten by dog

Mother admits 
drink driving

Knife teenager released from jail 

Sex offender failed to declare 
change of address

Expertise

‘There are greater 

Volunteer Nicola Welsh, project development officer Elizabeth Mullen and regulation and performance officer 
with Argyll and Bute Council Myra MacDonald with the recycling awards.

No action 

Sea water

No money?

Scottish
Water 

Tobermory 
Bay spill
‘This was not a priority incident for 

us, ‘ - defence solicitor tells court

Strachur

-

-

-

Tiree man is victim 
of internet scam

Teenager took car

The National Trust for Scotland has teamed up with Cadbury
again this year to bring Easter Trails to 35 of our properties
across the country from Friday 2 to Monday 5 April!

Join in the family fun as you 
follow the trail, collect the 
clues, solve the puzzle and win 
a Cadbury Egghead!
To add to the fun, on some days, 
children’s entertainers will be on 
hand at many trails with activities 
to keep the children entertained, 
and adults can just relax and 
take in the surroundings of these 
stunning gardens! 

Crarae Garden, Inveraray
Fri 2 – Mon 5 Apr, 10am – 4pm  
Tel 0844 493 2210
There’ll be extra fun on Sunday 
and Monday when there’ll be a 
face painter on hand!

Arduaine Garden, Oban 
Fri 2 to Mon 5 Apr, 
9.30am – 4.30pm 
Tel 0844 4932216

The trails are included in the 
usual admission price.

Cadbury Easter Egg Trails at 
Arduaine Garden and Crarae Garden

For more information on family events across Scotland visit 

www.nts.org.uk
The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

STEVENSON 
KENNEDY

STEVENSON KENNEDY, Solicitors and Notaries of Linndhu 
House, 19 Stevenson Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NA 

announce that as at the 31st MARCH 2010 GORDON GOLDIE 
MCNAB and KATHLEEN MARY MCMAHON shall cease to be 

in partnership together.

The firm of STEVENSON KENNEDY will continue 
in practice from that date from Linndhu House, 
19 Stevenson Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NA 

(Telephone 01631 562317) (Fax 01631 566288) 
and email mail@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

As from 7th April 2010 KATHLEEN MARY MCMAHON 
will become a Partner of the firm of MACPHEE & PARTNERS 

from Queens Building, George Street, Oban, PA34 5RZ 
(Telephone 01631 562308) (Fax 01631 564983) 

and email law@macphee.co.uk

OT
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Mull Lines

CAR-free travel between 
Glencoe in the north to 
Kentallan in the south will be 
possible before the summer 
season. But the full route 
of the cycle path, between 
Oban and Fort William, will 
not to be completed until 
2014.

The news comes after 
round-the-table discussions 
between Sustrans 
(Sustainable Transport) staff 
and councillors from Argyll 
and Bute and Highland 
Councils and HITRANS 
(Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and Transport 
Scotland).

The 15 -year-old plans for 
the route came into question 
last year after a number of 
people complained about 
the length of time taken to 
complete the network.

John Lauder of Sustrans 
said: ‘The meeting reviewed 
progress and discussed plans 
for the path in 2010.

‘To date, sections of the 
path are open from Oban 
to Ganavan, the Sea Life 
Centre to Creagan, Appin 

to Dallens layby, and from 
Kentallan to Ballachulish. 

Sustrans is currently 
constructing new paths 
from Portnacroish, linking 
into Strath of Appin Primary 
School then to Inverfolla 
and improving the path at 
Benderloch village leading 
to Lochnell Primary School.

‘Meanwhile, Transport 
Scotland is busy 
constructing a path from 
Glencoe to Ballachulish. 
But it is hoped that before 
the summer season begins 
it will be possible to cycle 
from Glencoe to Kentallan 

to the busy A828.
‘We will be meeting 

with local representatives 
at forthcoming Planning 
Partnership meetings to 
discuss plans for further 
design and construction in 
2010.

‘The project is backed by 
the Scottish Government 
and it is hoped future 
funding will soon be secured 
from the European Regional 
Development Fund’.

Walkers enjoy the newly constructed section of cycle path between Appin and 
Inverfolla

Oban - Fort 
cycle route 
edges closer

PARENTS in Taynuilt 
are spearheading a group, 
which aims to raise £84,500 
for a new playpark in the 
village.

£13,000 pledged
The Taynuilt Playpark 

Committee already has 
pledges amounting to 
£13,000, allowing the group 
to apply for a capital grant 
from the Scottish Rural 
Development Fund.

West Highland Housing 
Association (WHHA) has 
put £8,000 into the fund as 

an alternative to repairing 
an existing playpark in 
the Achnafearna housing 
scheme and building a new 
park at Aldersyde.

The remaining £5,000 
has come through Taynuilt 
Community Council, from 
the Bheinn Ghlas Windfarm 
Trust and the group’s own 
fundraising has generated 
£600.

WHHA says it would have 
replaced the faulty equipment 
at the Achnafearna playpark, 
where only a single swing 

remains, had it not been 
for the prospect of a brand 
new alternative at the 
nearby Taynuilt Sports 
Field. The new playpark 
will be adjacent to the 
existing pavilion, through 
the permission of Taynuilt 
Sports Council.

Village growth
Taynuilt Playpark 

Committee member Peter 
McCracken said: ‘There 
is currently no public 
provision of play equipment 
in the village, which is 

growing rapidly.
In October 2006 

Community Links Scotland 
carried out a ‘Wider Roles’ 
Options study on behalf 
of Taynuilt Community 
Council (TCC) and 
WHHA.

‘The householder survey 

priority as improvements 
to community gardens and 
play areas.’

A spokesman for West 
Highland Housing 
Association said: ‘We agreed 

at the early stages of the 
development at Aldersyde 
in Taynuilt to consider 
diverting the amount of 
funding allocated to the 
provision of a play area to 
the community initiative.

‘It was the intention that 

allow a meaningful start to 
be made by the playpark 
committee in the detailed 
design, and the offer of 

the amount necessary to 
obtain grant funding.’

Taynuilt parents set their 
sights on new playpark

AN Islay man has been 

from driving for a year after 
admitting at Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court last Thursday 
that he had been drink driv-
ing.

When David Barclay 
Boyd, aged 76, of Fairlie, 
Blue Houses, Bridgend, was 
tested his breath reading 
was 54 mg of alcohol in 100 
ml breath; the limit is 35.

The incident happened on 
February 28 this year on the 

the A846 and the A847 on 
the island.

Seventy-six-year 
old Islay drink 
driver banned         
for a year

 Islay man found 
‘not proven’  in 
wooden cosh case

A 16-YEAR-old, who stole 
a car, drove it while drunk 
and crashed it into a fence, 
has been ordered to pay a 

compensation.
Vehicle written off

Gilmour, of 23 Balvicar, 
Oban, appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday 
on a deferred sentence after 
having admitted stealing 
the car in Balvicar, diving 
without a licence and 
insurance and for failing to 
provide police with a breath 
test. The car he crashed was 
written off following the 
incident.

Harris said a Balvicar couple 
heard wheels spinning at 
around 3.30am outside their 
house and went out to see 
Gilmour, who had crashed 
the car into a fence. 

The man helped him to 
reverse away from the fence 
and despite the couple’s 
protests Gilmour said he 
was driving to Livingston, 
where he is originally from, 
and set off again.

The couple phoned the 
police, as they had smelt 
drink on his breath and the 
driving conditions were 
poor.

The police caught up with 
Gilmour and after he failed 
a roadside breath test, he 
was taken to Oban Police 
Station.

At the station he was 
unable to provide a breath 

know I’m drunk, I know I’m 
drunk, so who cares?’

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said: ‘He had been 
temporarily laid off from 
work because of the bad 
weather over winter and was 
bored and depressed.

‘He had some cans of beer 
in his house and went for a 
wander.

‘He came across the car, 
which had the keys in the 
ignition.

‘He didn’t know how to 
drive the car and only got a 
few metres before writing it 
off.’

Mr Durbin said his client 
had paid for the damage he 
caused and had apologised 
to those involved.

from driving for 15 months.
Subject to the production 

of receipts at court to 
prove he has paid for the 
damage he caused, Gilmour 
must also pay £636.09 in 
compensation.

Sixteen-year-old 
who can’t drive 
stole car in Balvicar

THE OBAN branch of Argyll and Bute 
Liberal Democrats has been voted the most 
supportive branch for the year.

The branch was awarded the rose bowl 
at the annual general meeting of the Argyll 
and Bute Lib Dems and was presented to 
members in Oban by Argyll and Bute Lib 
Dem MP Alan Reid.

The 30-40 members in the Oban branch 

were voted to have been the most supportive 
of the party and the MP in the last year.

The party has branches in Oban, Mull, the 
isles, Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Bute and Cowal.

On hand to receive the rose bowl were 
branch chairman Raymond Shaw, Harry 
Powell, Helen Jackson and June Campbell, 
Scottish Lib Dem leader Tavish Scott’s 
mother-in-law, who lives locally.

June Campbell, Harry Powell, Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid, Raymond Shaw and 
Helen Jackson. 15_t12cup01

Local Liberals win support award

A MAN drove his faulty 
car with his wife, daughter 
and sister-in-law inside, 
despite a warning from an 
Oban garage that it was 
dangerous.

Sebastian Kudlaczek, 
aged 29, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday 

to driving his car  on July 
13 on  the A85 at Bridge of 
Awe with faulty brakes.

The court heard how 
Kudlaczek had put his car 
into an MOT testing station 
in Oban, which found up to 

The garage found that the 

braking system was leaking 

and corroded brake pipe. 
Against the garage’s 

advice, Kudlaczek took the 
car from the testing station 
to Tesco car park, where he 
made temporary repairs to 
the brakes.

He was later stopped by 
the police, who checked the 

out of the braking system.

Harris said: ‘The police 

car and found that the 
vehicle veered to the left, 

dramatically, when the 
brakes were applied.’

Kudlaczek, who 
represented himself, said 
he was a mechanic and 

and had his licence endorsed 
with three penalty points.

‘Mechanic’ drove car with faulty brakes after MOT failure

POLICE on Islay failed 
to prove that a homemade 
cosh found in the boot of a 
man’s car was an offensive 
weapon.

Robert Gordon, aged 21, 
of 26 Cnoc Na Faire, Port 
Ellen, denied having canna-
bis and an offensive weapon 
with him at Kilnaughton 
Cemetery, The Oa on July 2 
last year.

Campbeltown Sheriff Court 

in a vehicle who appeared 
to be quite nervous’. He 

reefer cigarette underneath 
the driver’s side of the car 
which, when later exam-
ined, was found to contain a 
small amount of cannabis.

the car and found a cosh. 
Gordon maintained that 
he went shooting rabbits 

not always kill the animals 
outright; he used the cosh to 

Sheriff Anderson found 
him guilty of possessing 

£75; the case of having an 
offensive weapon was not 
proven.

A WOMAN who admitted 

her home in the Dunollie 
area of Oban has had her 
sentence deferred for one 
year, to be of good behav-
iour.

Anne Buchanan aged 44, 
of 24 Kerrera Terrace, pled 
guilty last month to wilfully 

which in turn caused a 
carpet and door curtain to 

last year.
At Oban Sheriff Court last 

Tuesday Buchanan appeared 
on a deferred sentence 
but Sheriff Douglas Small 
deferred the matter further, 
providing that she also 
continues to receive alcohol 
counselling.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said: ‘This was an 
out-of-character incident. 
She is taking steps to deal 
with an alcohol problem, 
which was a factor in this 
incident.’   

Oban woman told 
to be of good 
behaviour

Visiting heroin 
addict fined for 
possession
A SELF-confessed heroin 
addict from Kilmarnock was 
in Oban to visit her children 

-
rested her for possession of 
the drug.

Margaret Gemmell, aged 
29, of 20 Ardgour Place, 
Kilmarnock, pled guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court last 
Tuesday to possession of 
a £10 bag of heroin at the 
footpath next to Oban Youth 
and Community Centre on 
December 9 last year.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said his client was 
moving onto the methadone 
programme to help her deal 
with her addiction and was 
being supported by a psy-
chiatric nurse.

BARCALDINE  Primary 
School played host to 
Park Primary School Pupil 
Council this week.

Pupils from Park school 
went to Barcaldine to see 
how primary 7 pupils there 
had made improvements to 
their garden and play area.

School visit

IONA Abbey is the tenth most visited Historic Scotland 
attraction in Scotland.

Attracting more than 100,000 visitors a year the 
historic medieval building was relatively recently taken 
into the care of Historic Scotland.

MSP Fiona Hyslop, minister for culture, said: ‘This has 
been a wonderful year for our sites, with growth in visi-
tor numbers across our estates.

The rich variety of history presented through our cas-
tles, abbeys, pre-historic settlements and other places is 
a key reason why Scotland is such an attractive holiday 
destination.  Overseas visitors can explore Scotland’s 
wonderful culture and heritage and Scots can discover 
where we have come from.’

Historic Scotland’s Top 10 properties are: Edinburgh 
Castle, Stirling Castle, Urquhart Castle, Linlithgow 
Palace, St Andrews Castle, Fort George, Caerlaverock 
Castle, Melrose Abbey, Skara Brae and Iona Abbey.

POLITICIANS were keen to back plans for the 2010 
Mull Rally.

After fears for the future of the rally a public meeting 
attended by more than 300 people backed the plans for 
the community to run the event.

Alan Reid, Argyll and Bute MP, who attended the 
public meeting on Mull said: ‘There seems to be over-
whelming public support for the event. I am willing to 
help make the venture a success by any means available 
to me.’

Jim Mather, MSP, for Argyll and Bute, said: ‘I am 
delighted to learn that moves are under way to ensure 
that the future of the prestigious Isle of Mull Rally event 
is safeguarded.’

THE ROSS of Mull and Iona Branch of the Royal Na-
tional Lifeboat Institute raised £46,821.29 in 2009.

The group’s annual general meetinhg heard that the 
local fund raising efforts raised £21,821.29 while a 
bequest brought in a further £25,000.

The group have a number of fundraising ventures and a 
very popular bookstall in Fionnphort.

BUNESSAN Doctors Surgery has had a makeover and 
is extending its practice space.

A spokesperson for the NHS said: ‘This is a sign of 
NHS Highlands investment in rural and island commu-
nities. And we hope that patients are delighted with the 
extension.

‘The new space provides local health professionals 
with up-to-date and modern facilities allowing them to 
provide a range of health services in their practices that 

A 24-HOUR guard surrounds the nesting Sea Eagles on 

not control is the weather.

pair Frisa and Skye settle down to incubate their pre-
cious eggs under the 24 hour guard of Mull Eagle Watch 
and Strathclyde Police. 

‘Why is it we have months of no wind or rain but as 
soon as fragile eggs appear, Mother Nature unleashes 
her worst storms of the year? Thanks a lot. 

‘But so far so good our devoted pair of eagles share the 
incubating duties, doing regular change overs every two 
-three hours. 

‘But on one occasion this week, the male Skye left the 
nest unattended for nearly half an hour which seemed far 
from usual behaviour from this normally highly attentive 
bird.

‘We can only hope all will be well inside the eggs; tune 
in next week for the next update: www.rspb.org.uk/date-
withnature/sites/mull/

To visit the Eagle Hide at Loch Frisa call 01680 812 
556.

to the Loch Frisa area during the Spring nesting season 

end.
Anyone wishing to view the sea eagles should go no 

further than the hide on the Loch Frisa track. Walking 
any further may infringe the wildlife and countryside 
act.

Signs outlining the current legislation are due to be 
in place around the island as The Oban Times went to 
press.

ISLE of Mull councillor Mary-Jean Devon has ex-
pressed her concern and saddness that three well-estab-
lished shops have closed in Tobermory.

The Spar, the outdoor shop at Ledaig car park and the 
Maya jewellery shop on Main Street have all closed 
their doors over the last few weeks.

Mrs Devon said: ‘It is a huge miss for the town that 
local businessman Duncan Cattanach has had to close 
his shops. 

‘He, and his father before him, have given a great 
service to the town. 

‘His shops will be sorely missed.’
Mr Cattanach also owned the Trespass Shop in Argyll 

Square,  Oban. It closed during March.
Mrs Devon continued: ‘We need to encourage business 

people to come to Tobermory and I would encourage 
islanders to support local business.’

OT
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Lorn Lines

Sponsored by 

MacQueen Bros.
Charitable Trust

Community Charity Shop, White Buildings, North Pier

Donations of bric-a-brac, collectable, ornaments, books and paintings 

always wanted and greatly appreciated

Tel 01631 564848 
Charity No. SC041044

ROY DENNIS joined Oban Camera Club as guest 
speaker at its last meeting on March 15.

Roy, director of Highland Foundation for Wild-
life, gave the group a digital presentation on the 
life of ospreys.

He explained to the group of 50 the lifestyle and 
migratory habits of the bird.

Roy used Google Earth photographs to show the 

the west coast of Africa.
The camera club met again on March 22 for its 

annual general meeting.

McCAIG’S Tower will be plunged into darkness 
this weekend. But do not fear, the council have 
paid their electricity bill, the switch off is to sup-
port WWF Earth Hour.

The world wide campaign on climate change 
will see buildings throughout the plant plunged 
into darkness.

McCaig’s will be taking part between 8:30-9:30 
pm on Saturday. 

DOUGLAS the Duck, donated to Oban Friends 
of Anthony Nolan Trust, has been on his travels 
recently, raising funds for the trust. He is pictured 
on an ostrich farm in Cape Town, South Africa, 
after being take on holiday with Alex MacLeod 
from Taynuilt. Alex and Douglas both seem to be 
enjoying their day out.

BEING safe, secure, contented and 
cared for is the upper-most priority 
for people and their families as 
someone comes near to the end of 
their life.

A team of staff headed up by 
two Lorn and Islands Hospital 
Macmillan nurses, makes that its 
business in the last few months, 
weeks and days of life.

Lucy Heycock and Hilary Brown 
are the lead Macmillan nurses in 
Oban and Lorn making sure the 
needs of the individual are at the 
heart of any care plans set for them 
by the consultant.

cancer care, said: ‘We are part of 
a hospital and community team. 
Having such a wide range of 
professionals and carers in that 
team means that we are well placed 
to offer what people want.

‘There are only a few people who 

people chose to stay at home in 
their own surroundings.

‘Part of the role of a Macmillan 
nurse is to offer advice about where 
best to get information about their 
condition.

‘We regularly meet people when 
they are still relatively well. They 
are referred to us through the 
hospital and community. We have a 
good network in all areas meaning 
we are kept in touch with people 
when they need the information 
most.

‘We want to see people through 
the whole journey. Sometimes 
that means supporting the family, 
sometimes that means explaining 
the implications of the diagnosis. 

‘Our belief is that people should 
have as much information as 
possible.

‘The nature of our job in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles is that we already 
have a very caring community and 
we use that ethos to inform our 
own work.’

palliative care, added: ‘People are 
living well for longer with cancer 
and other terminal illnesses. 

‘A palliative care patient is 
someone who can no longer be 
offered any active interventions to 

Community care team, front row from left to right: Anne MacCallum, Lucy Heycock, Morag Griffiths, Andrea 
Shuttleworth, Mairi Barbour. Back row: Christine Crisp, Karen King, Diane MacCuish, Hilary Brown and 
Gaynor Wotherspoon. 16_t11care1

A matter of life and death

cure or permanently stabilise 

cancer, coronary disease 
or another condition. 
Our role is to secure the 
latest information, care 
and equipment for each 
individual.

‘Over the years we have 
learned so many lessons 
about how to care for people. 
Our whole community of 
nurses and auxiliary staff 
work together as team to put 

‘Therefore when an issue 
with someone’s care does 
arise - we know the person 

forward, together. 
‘As Macmillan nurses we 

attend local surgery practice 
meetings, throughout the 
area, and can be on hand 
to discuss any issues with 
individual patient’s care. 
It is that personal planning 
that makes all the difference 

to the day-to-day life of a 
patient.

‘We also have a role in 
the education of patients 
and families to ensure they 
have the best information to 
understand their condition.

‘With planned care and 
using all resources good 
palliative care is available 
over a 24-hour period. With 
the help of community 
staff and Marie Curie we 
can provide care for people 
towards the end of their life 

comfortable.
‘Often this will be someone 

the family already know.
‘We have special measures 

in place with NHS 24 
enabling families to get 
support as quickly as 
possible.

‘What is most important 

for us is the individual and 
what they want. 

David Whiteoak, locality 
manager for Oban, Lorn and 
the Islands, said: ‘There is 
an integration here between 
hospital and community 

We work very hard to make 
sure people get what they 
want, with the best care and 
support possible.

‘This locality goes beyond 
the goals in government 
proposals for living and 
dying well. This is because 
we are a responsive service 
in a caring community.

‘We are all explorers where 
death is involved.  But I 
hope that with the many 
specialists, including the 
Macmillan nurses here in the 
hospital, that we can all help 
to ease that journey.’

       We want to see people through 

the whole journey. Sometimes 

that means supporting the family, 

sometimes that means explaining 

the implications of the diagnosis

Lucy Heycock - lead Macmillan nurse

HUSBAND and wife Iain and Leeanne Croarkin, 
pictured below, with their all girls football team 
The Sharks.

The Sharks compete in the Oban Express 
League every Sunday and are currently on the 
lookout for some new team mates.

Coach and mother Leanne said:  ‘We currently 
have seven girls in the team but we want to en-
courage other girls to join us.’

Training takes place every Tuesday night and 
places are available for all primary school chil-
dren, aged 5 to 11.

new sponsors of the Oban Camanachd Under 14 
development team.

Brothers Neil and Cameron McCallum handed 
over a new set of jerseys to team members and 
their coaches David Martin and Donald McVicar.

A DRINK driver handed 
herself in at Oban Police 
Station after damaging a 
bollard on Soroba Road 
with her car.

Karen Fletcher, aged 
36, of 8D Sinclair Drive, 
was nearly four times the 
legal drink-drive limit on 
December 23 last year 
in Soroba Road and, at 
Oban Sheriff Court last 
Tuesday, pled guilty to 
charges of drink driving 
and careless driving.

Fletcher’s car was seen 
striking the bollard. 
As police reviewed the 
CCTV tape, Fletcher 
turned up at the police 
station with her father and 
admitted responsibility.

Solicitor Duncan 
Durbin explained that his 
client had been battling a 

drink problem, adding: 
‘The level of alcohol 

state of inebriation at the 
time.’

Sheriff Douglas Small 
told Fletcher: ‘You 
were potentially a huge 
danger to other people 
on the road; you could 
have killed someone, or 
yourself.

‘You don’t have any 
previous convictions for 
drink driving. Were it 
not for that fact, I would 
consider sending you to 
Cortonvale Prison.’

Fletcher was placed on 
probation for 15 months 
and ordered to complete 
160 hours’ community 
service. She was also 

for 30 months. 

Drink driver handed 
herself in to police

A FATHER who kicked 
a man on the head be-
cause he believed he had 
attacked his son has been 
admonished at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
was told last Tuesday 
that Duncan MacKin-
non, aged 47, of Inver-
calda, Soroba Road, 
Oban, had been of good 
behaviour for a year 
after being found guilty 
of the assault on March 
18 last year.

Harris said that the inci-
dent on August 31, 2008, 
had started when the 
complainer and MacKin-
non’s son were involved 
in an altercation.

offender, got involved, 
kicking the complainer 
in the face. He suffered 
no injury.

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said: ‘He is a 
protective father who 
overreacted to the situa-
tion. He assumed his son 
was being attacked and 
sought to protect him.’ 

Father 
admonished

MICHAEL John Campbell, 
aged 29, of 14 Stana Lane, 
Bowmore, Islay, was ad-
monished when he appeared 
before Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court last Thursday.

Campbell had been found 
guilty of breaching bail 
conditions on October 10 
last year.

Bowmore man 
breached bail

AN Islay man must prove 
he can behave himself and 
keep out of trouble for six 
months.

William McNab, aged 69, 
of 74B Frederick Crescent, 
Port Ellen  admitted by let-
ter to assaulting a man and 
a woman, to their injury, at 
an address in the village on 
New Year’s Day this year, 
when the case was called at 
Campbeltown Sheriff Court 
last week.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
deferred passing sentence 
on McNab for six months 
for him to be of good be-
haviour. 

Port Ellen man 
admits New Year 
assault charge

ARGYLL and Bute Council bid farewell 
to two ‘loyal’ employees last week.

Heads of service Andy Law and George 

last Thursday’s full council meeting.
Tribute

Provost William Petrie paid tribute to 
the two men saying they had been ‘good 
and faithful servants’ to the council.

Former director of operational services, 
Andy Law, who joined the local authority 
in 1991, said he was sorry to be going but 
was looking forward to his retirement.

‘You are highly respected in the council 
and I know, in speaking to your staff, 
that they are very sorry to see that you 
are parting,’ said the Provost.

George Harper, former director of 
development services, thanked his staff 
for their commitment and dedication 
during his 22 years with the council.

On his departure, Provost Petrie, said: 
‘I’m personally indebted to the help you 
gave me. You have provided a sterling 
service to Argyll and Bute Council over 
the years.’

Left, George Harper, and Andy Law, right, 
receiving retirement gifts from Argyll and 
Bute Council Provost, William Petrie.

Argyll and Bute Council ‘heads’ retire

A GROUP set up to support 
families with an autistic 
child are hosting a drop in 
session to raise awareness 
of its work.

Autism Argyll is a par-
ent-led charity providing 
support and information to 
those living and working 
with people on the autism 
spectrum.

place at the McCaig Suite, 
Corran Halls, Oban on 
Monday  March 29 from 

and family members are 
welcome to drop in and chat 
or stay a bit longer and have 
soup and sandwiches over 
lunch.  For more informa-
tion, please phone 01546 
600004 or e-mail autism.
argyll@me.com

Autism Argyll 
group to meet

GEORGE Berry has already raised £500 for his 
Man Versus Mountain fundraiser for friends of 
Oban Hospice. But overall the delivery driver 
wants to make twenty times that amount.

Graham MacQueen, who is helping George in 
his efforts said: ‘We have been amazed by the 
response to this Man Versus Mountain challenge. 

that already George has raised £500 for the 
hospice. An incredible total. We are  hoping that 
by September George, and the many people join-
ing him on the climb, will have raised £10,000. 
Sponsor forms can be collected at Energie Fitness, 
MacQueen Bros Charity Shop, Oban Express or 

join George in his venture.
‘Special thanks are due to Willie Bonniwell 

of Flit Self Drive who has kindly offered a free 
minibus to take George and the pipe band to Ben 
Nevis on September 5.’

FREE STOCK 
TRAILER WITH 

EVERY NEW 
TRX500 & 

TRX420 4X4

GUARANTEED USED QUADS IN STOCK
SPARES AND SERVICE ON ALL MAKES,TYRES ETC.FROM STOCK.

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE

SPECIAL FINANCE PACKAGE 
AVAILABLE OVER 1~3 YEARS

NEW HONDA TRX500FM @ £5950 +VAT
OVER 24 MONTHS DEPOSIT £536 
22 MONTHS @ £268 PER MONTH
APR 12.0% TOTAL VAT PAYABLE WITH DEPOSIT 
T.A.P.£6432

NEW HONDA TRX420FM @ £5150 + VAT
OVER 24 MONTHS DEPOSIT £466 
22 MONTHS @ £233 PER MONTH
APR 12.5% TOTAL VAT PAYABLE WITH DEPOSIT 
T.A.P. £5592

SPECIAL OFFER
HONDA ATVs

www.stoddarts.co.uk

BEAT THE
DEADLINE

Honda Prices 
increase on 1st April

Save hundreds
Phone NOW

OT

ARGYLL-LAW.COM
Are you in trouble with the police?
Are you facing criminal charges?
For help contact David Brookens,

a solicitor advocate with more than 
25 years courtroom experience.

Log on to Argyll-Law.com 
or Tel: 01770 700535 or 07000 333363 (07000 DEFEND)

MacPhee & Partners, Solicitors and Estate Agents, Oban and Fort 
William, are delighted to announce that Kath McMahon will be 
joining the firm as a Partner from 1st April.  Kath, formerly with 
Stevenson Kennedy in Oban, has been in legal practice in Oban 
for over 20 years and has a wealth of experience, particularly in 

matters of family and court law.

MacPhee
& Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB

www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

Kath will be contactable in the MacPhee Oban office from 1st April:-
kathmcmahon@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners, Queens Building, George Street, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5RZ

Tel: 0163 562 308  Fax: 01631 564983

Commenting on Kath’s arrival, Jonathan 
Bell of MacPhees said:-

”We are delighted to have a lawyer of 
Kath’s considerable experience joining 
our Oban office.  Kath has been dealing 
with the legal affairs of Argyll families 
and businesses for many years and is a 
very respected practitioner in the Courts 
here.  As well as Kath’s skills adding to 
the services that we offer our existing 
clients, we are looking forward to 
offering to Kath’s many clients, our wide 
range of property, family, commercial 
and crofting services. We are also very 
pleased that Kath’s secretary, Yvonne 
Cook will also be joining us.”

Kath with MacPhee partner 
Sandy Henry.



6 NEWS Thursday 25 March, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

DUNBEG School held an 
Anaconda Coin Snake Chal-
lenge, organised by Keira 
MacIntyre from P6.

The school held a competi-

Kiera said: ‘The snakes 
-

ered the length of the school 

-

for Mary’s Meals in Haiti 
altogether.’

Dunbeg coin snakes 
raise cash for 
Mary’s Meals

Barcaldine girls  
run 10 miles for 
Sports Relief

schools in the Oban area 

Day.

Corran Halls yesterday 

to take place to celebrate 

Oban High School.

to Oban High School.

from the catchment 

the high school for their 

McIntyre, Argyll and 

Transportation and 

been long been committed 

organised this action day.  

Dr Cecilia Oram, said:  
‘These free training days 

need to champion green and 

The children attended 

Oban, hosted by general 
manager Alex Needham.

Alex organised a range of 

comes from the sea.
The children took part in 

Alex said:  ‘It has been 
fantastic and most of the 
children tried eating the Waterfront Restaurant in Oban’s Alex Needham with 

fish used in show and tell. 15_t13park02

Association for Marine 

programme for local schools 
to celebrate national science 

School teacher Diane Black 
said:  ‘The idea is for the 
children to try seafood and 

children.’

art competition for primary 

to take part in a cookery 

Park Primary School pupils tuck into a plate of mussels at the seafood workshop 15_t13park04.

Park primary samples 

Active travel show comes to town for primary pupils

-

Relief.

-

miles.

Oban High

Quartets competition
A NUMBER of pipers from 
Oban High School Pipe Band 

Strathspey and Reel.

Missionary work

and has been integral in the 

Ministry drop in centre.

school.

English teachers from the 

breakfast, learning a little 
Gaelic and taking part in some 
ceilidh dancing.

high school all played host.

Kammerlaen and Sandrine 

High School, said:  ‘A big 

fantastic experience.’

year and more hope to take part 

Helen Hope, principle 

‘The exchange programme 

in December.’

Pupils from Oban High School and Lycée Jean-Michel together at Edinburgh Castle

Oban High School

OBAN’S Corran 
Halls became the set from 

test.

from Oban High School 
Hermitage Academy in 

forces at a day of celebration 

decision making, co-
operation and leadership.

by Café Atlantis and Neil 
Matheson, they split into 

samba football.

heart monitiors to reaction 
times and mind games to 
balance boards.

and rhythm.

part in their school’s ‘xl’ 

The programme is 

most of their time at school, 

The programme helps 

Geraldine Gammell, 
director of The Prince’s 

experiences.’

and lifelong learning, said: 
‘The xl programme itself 

person in Argyll and 

potential.Iain Bruce-Lowe, 
manager of Ferguson 
Hair and Beauty in Oban, 
explains to  a student 
what he is doing. 

‘xl’ comes to 
Oban for the day

The Prince’s Trust brings film set 
and science centre to pupils

A team-building exercise 
by Active Schools sees 
pupils having to work 
together to achieve the 
task set. 

Oban High School. 
After being greeted 

Scott, head girl Lisa 

teacher Peter Bain, 
Mr Reid chatted to 

by Rian MacAllister, 

Parliament for Scot-

chance to talk to his 
local MP. 

of the high school, 

spent time talking to 

-
cies and slogans. 

impressed by the art-

an exhibition of their 
-

a pack of the greetings 

designs created by the 

-
ing and the school 
hope that Mr Reid 

MP visits Oban 
High School

PUPILS from Park Primary 

-

Park Primary learn 
about Fair Trade
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HALF PRICE 
SAVINGS 
AT DFS 

INVERNESS.

Everything in the Zest collection 

is half price

Everything is handmade to your order 

Over 40 years’ experience of helping 
people fi nd their perfect sofa 

All DFS leather sofas are 100% 

real leather all over, no imitation 
or leather match 

3 of their own UK factories, 
with a free 10 year 

guarantee on 
everything DFS make 

Designer sofas

including Linda Barker’s 
exclusive range 

Choose any colour in 

the range at no extra cost

YOU SIMPLY 
CAN’T BUY BETTER

You’ll fi nd a massive 
choice of exclusive 
designer sofas, from 

modern to traditional, at 
the new DFS sofa store in 
Inverness. Everything in 

the Zest collection is 
half price and there’s also 
4 years free credit and 
nothing to pay for the 
fi rst year on everything 
in store. So make sure 
you don’t miss out!

The Campbell 3 seater sofa £399. Or take 4 years interest free credit with nothing to pay for the first year. No deposit and 36 equal monthly payments of £11.08 
starting 12 months from date of order. Total £399. 0% APR. Credit subject to acceptance. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster DN6 7NA. DFS may alter or 
extend promotions at any time. Higher prices offered at all other DFS stores – see instore for details. *Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000.

HALF PRICE SAVINGS
at the NEW DFS store Inverness

4 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT WITH NOTHING 
TO PAY FOR THE FIRST YEAR ON EVERYTHING!

M o r a y
F i r t h

KESSOCK
BRIDGE

MILLBURN ROAD

B865
B865

HARBOUR ROAD

A82

A
9

H IGHLAND    A96

A9

A
9

RAIGMORE
INTERCHANGE

THISTLE
HOTEL

TO
 C

IT
Y

TO C
IT

Y C
ENTRE

FROM

ELGIN

Everything in the Zest Collection is HALF PRICE!

All finance is free at DFS
0% APRTY
PI

C
A

L

DFS Inverness (01463) 701290 · Millburn Road, Inverness IV2 3TR
Special opening hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 8pm. Sun 11am to 8pm.

 HALF PRICE£549

£499HALF PRICE

2 accent cushions FREE

£399 HALF PRICE

2 accent cushions FREE

£998HALF PRICE

£595 HALF PRICE

HALF PRICE

HALF PRICE



8 Thursday 25 March, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Taynuilt
PRESIDENT of the Taynuilt branch of the Scottish
Women’s Rural Institute (SWRI) Jessie Servant welcomed 
18 members, two local visitors and members from Appin, 
Benderloch and District, Connel and Lochawe to an open 
night on February 10.

Guest speaker was community Macmillan Nurse Hilary 
Brown who gave an interesting talk on the care of patients 
at home and palliative care in hospital.

Nurses to further their work. Rita Oldham gave the vote of 
thanks. Tea was served by the committee and a sales table 
was held. 

Kilbrandon
PRESIDENT Linda Brown was delighted to welcome 26 
members and visitors to the March meeting of Kilbrandon 
SWRI, held recently in Seil Island Hall.

Speaker for the evening was Alex Needham, owner 
chef of the Waterfront Restaurant in Oban. Alex brought 

demonstrated how to produce three delicious dishes in less 
time than it would take to reheat a ready meal. Everyone had 
the opportunity to sample the results, washed down with 
a refreshing glass of bubbly. Shona Neil gave the vote of 
thanks to Alex for so generously giving of his time, expertise 
and materials. 

Killin
AT THE March meeting of Killin SWRI, Yvonne 
MacPherson chaired the meeting and welcomed a good 
turnout of members including a few new faces.

Local girl Wendy Simpson, who works in  the jewellery 
trade, gave an interesting talk on her knowledge of the 
diamond trade. Wendy was able to advise members, who had 
brought some jewellery along, whether or not they should 
have their pieces valued and others brought some pieces 
to be cleaned. Yvonne MacPherson gave a well deserved 
vote of thanks to Wendy after which tea and sandwiches 
were served. An outing to Perth for high tea followed by
a theatre show is to be held on Thursday April 8.  The

as possible. If there are seats available on the bus, anyone 
wishing to bring a friend may do so.

The next meeting, which is the last of the season, is on 

speaker is from Mary’s Meals

Appin

Hall.
It was a most successful evening as usual, the winners 

being the Dalmally Golfers with Sheila Lawrie’s table 
runners up. 

Thanks went to Doreen and Roger Evans for compiling 

On February 11, members enjoyed a delicious meal and a 
fun evening at the Falls of Lora Hotel.

The monthly meeting was held on February 18, when 

everyone the opportunity to make their own piece of felt.

Mrs Ross’s competition for baking was won this year by 
Chrissie Malone for her caramel shortbread.

Lochalsh
LOCHALSH WRI organised a social evening in Achmore 

Lauren and Alex Glasgow from Plockton gave a talk with 
slides on their recent adventure when they cycled 6,000 kms 
in Australia, New Zealand and through the Andes with their 
two young children towed in trailors behind their bikes.

went to the charity Mary’s Meals.

Lochawe
THE LOCHAWE branch of the Scottish Women’s Rural

Hall.
Demonstrator for the evening was Alice Campbell, 

Taynuilt, who gave an interesting demonstration of bead 
work. Having brought a large number of jewellery pieces 
she had made over time, she showed members how to make 
earrings using many varieties of beads in all shapes and 

imaginatively put together and everyone was delighted to 
have produced jewellery to their own designs. Members 
kept their own earrings and had a chance of winning items 

Chistine MacDougall, president, thanked Mrs Campbell 
for a very enjoyable evening.

Campbell.

Alison Jane 
Maclean
ISLANDERS are mourning 
the loss of their postwoman 
Alison Jane Maclean who 
died suddenly on February 

She has left three children, 
Carol, Duncan and Flora, 
her mother Jessie Stewart,
two sisters Anna and Janette, 

Shannon.
Her funeral on a beautiful 

sunny day was one of the 
largest the island has ever 
seen with people coming 
from as far as Tiree and 
London, people her life had 

most of which were lived in 
Lismore apart from a spell in 
Tiree where she went with 
her husband Donald, a native 
of that island.

Speaking at her funeral, 
the Rev Roderick Campbell 
reminded the packed church 
that Alison had lived her 
life for her family and 
the community. She had 
even been on the vacancy 
committee responsible for 
appointing him.

Her contribution to 
every area of Lismore 
life included being on the 
community council, the hall 
committee, the community 
bus committee, the school 
board and running, with late 
husband Donald, the raft 
race and games which bring 
so many people to the island 
every August. 

Alison was always in the 
front of any volunteering 
group and, in the days before 
the café, started a tearoom 
in the hall in the summer to 
make life more pleasant for 
locals and visitors.

During the service Alasdair 
MacKinnon from Tiree
spoke movingly, painting a 
picture of Alison’s life there, 
of her great friendship with 
his mother and family.

To many this was a welcome 
and touching glimpse of an 
Alison only a few knew. 

Judging by the numbers 

Around the Rurals

Pupils at Luing Primary School celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as their favourite character from a 
book and taking part in the online session with Michael Rosen. 

Luing pupils dress up for World Book Day

OBAN’S Paths For All Walking 
Group enjoyed a change of 
scenery last week as members 
made their way through a 
forest.

other walking leaders took the 
group to Sutherlands Grove, 
Barcaldine, at the invitation of 
the Forestry Commission. The

group normally takes walks 
around town but opt for a 
more rural route once every six 
weeks.

All is a national programme 
designed to encourage inactive 
people to walk.

had heart attacks or operations 

and this is a way of getting their 

Members of Paths For All 
meet every Thursday morning 
at 10am at the Congregational 
Church, Tweeddale Street.

For more information contact 

Members of Paths For All Oban enjoy their walk through Sutherlands Grove.   

Walking group steps out through forest

LISMORE
who came to the church to 
pay their respects and who 
later sat with the family in the 
hall, Alison’s contributions 
did not go unappreciated. It
would be no exaggeration 
to say that the energy she 

of life better for everyone is 
inestimable.

Disconnected
ALTHOUGH Lismore 
has had very little of the 
widespread snow this winter, 
it did  recently cause many 
landline telephones and 
broadband connections to be 
cut off. 

Some links were down 
for more than a week, after 
several inches of ice and 
snow had to be knocked off 
the masts at Toronsay, one of 
which serves the island. 

After three days’ work on 
the problem, BT had to send 
two engineers by helicopter 
to the island exchange 
because 999 calls were not 
possible and, at the best of 
times, the island has a very 
patchy mobile reception. 

telephones and broadband 
which was a great relief to 
everyone.

Losing contact with the 
mainland brings home to 
islanders the vulnerability 
that goes with the all the 
positive sides of island life.

Website news
 the website is 

striving to attract visitors 

this time by producing an 
attractive car sticker designed 

and available from Lismore 
Stores, the Heritage Centre 
or, for those off island, via 
webmaster@isleoflismore.
com.

There is also now a 
Facebook page easily reached 
through a link on the site, and 

Wilson, Jim Millard, John
Raymond, Jennifer Allan, 
Stephen Green, Frances 
Willis, Janette Stewart and 

interested in receiving any 
photos or items of local 
interest for publication on 
the site. 

There is always space for 
anyone interested in helping 

not onerous and meetings 
are held roughly every two 
months.

Hall AGM
THE HALL AGM will be 
held on Wednesday March 

Three new directors are 

running and development of 
the public hall and events.

Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

Day for change
UNICEF Day for Change 
was held at Plockton Primary 
School recently. 

The children’s costumes 
were most imaginative. 
Winners were Christopher 
Townend, Brighe Rankin
and Calum Reid. A total of 

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

Birthday cash for 
Kyle Surgery
JOAN Fulton, Kyle, held 
her 60th birthday party in 
the Lochalsh Hotel, Kyle, 
recently. 

Instead of presents she asked 
guests to donate towards the 

was raised. 

Comedy thriller
ORGANISED by Lochan, 
the local arts network, the 
Birds of Paradise Theatre
Company presented its 

Keeps Company’ in Dornie

The attendance was 
disappointing because of 
other events on the same 
evening.

Youth cafe car wash
KYLE Youth Cafe held a car 
wash on March 6 and raised 

Badminton 
LOCHALSH badminton 
team won the Skye
Badminton League when 

Plockton, although they have 
one game still to play. 

They won six of their seven 

Broadford in Broadford.

Youth drama 
festival
THE YOUTH Drama
Festival was held at Plockton 
High School on Monday 
March 8 and Tuesday March 
9.

On Monday the plays 
were by Auctertyre Primary 
School and Kyleakin Primary 
School.

On Tuesday the plays were 
by Plockton Primary School
and Kyle Primary School.

Adjudicator Colin Peter 
awarded Kyle Primary 

by teachers J Maclean and J 
Neath in collaboration with 

pupils and directed by the 
teachers.

Stage manager was 
Donalda MacRae. A total 
of 21 children acted in the 
play.

Magic moment was 
by Fergus Dobson of 
Auchtertyre Primary School
and the special achievement 
award went to Plockton 
Primary School.

Duo celebrate        
80 years
CONGRATULATIONS to 

Dornie who was 80 on 

French from Plockton who 
was 80 on March 18.

Lighthouse centre 
sale
A SALE at the Lighthouse 
Centre, Kyle, on Friday 

Uganda Project. A stall in 
aid of the Red Cross was due 
to be held last Friday. 

ISLAY

Gardening Club
ISLAY and Jura Gardening Club holds 
restarts tomorrow (Friday) in the 
Servicepoint, Bowmore.

Beginner gardeners and old hands are 
all welcome.

Plans for the club’s annual garden 
show in September are well in hand and 

a local source of free garden manure 
will be divulged! 

Ladies rugby
LADIES rugby training restarts on 
Sundays, meeting at Bowmore playing 

up on Sunday.

Your correspondent is Susan Campbell: 01496 850215

DISTRICT NEWS

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
LAND OF 
ANCIENT 
TREASURES
The remote 
and romantic 
Orkney 
Archipelago
ROAMING 
THE GLEN The 
Glenconners’ 
fairytale 
house, past, 
present and 
future
A GROWING 
PASSION Ann 
Campbell’s beautiful garden 
of rooms in Renfrewshire
AULD ALLIANCE Our brand new 
back page column

WIN...
WIN: The opportunity to dine with friends 
in Earlshall Castle WIN: A host of prizes 
from the Orkney Isles WIN: Tickets to the 
Housebuilding Show WIN: Curtains by 
Montgomery worth £500

DISCUSS...
GO TO OUR FORUMS: Share views, rate 
whiskies or restaurants, or submit book 
reviews at www.scottishfield.co.uk

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   APRIL 2010

April 2010 £3.50
INSIDE

HISTORY OF GLEN HOUSE PEEBLES
A PRICKLY MYSTERY 
UNSOLVED
BRIDGE OF WEIR GARDENING CHALLENGEDEER STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE

Plus

A FISHING PICNICIN PERTHSHIRE

26Spring  
interiorsPAGE SPECIAL

WINA COUNTRY 
HOUSE WEEKEND 

IN ORKNEY AND A 

HOST OF OTHER 
PRIZES

ORKNEY
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By STEPHEN NORRIS

Lauren Kennedy of Upper Achintore Primary School pays close attention to adjudicator Bruce Fraser’s words 
of advice on her brass solo performance at Fort William RC Primary School last Wednesday - the final day of 
competition at the Lochaber Music Festival. Lauren was among five competitors in the beginners’ section 
for trombone, euphonium and bass, which was won by Ronan Cameron of Inverlochy Primary School. The
36th annual festival attracted around 900 entries and once again proved a resounding success, thanks to a 
huge voluntary contribution from the festival organising committee, adjudicators and a host of volunteers 
– and the young musicians, singers and readers themselves. See our full music festival coverage on page 19. 
10_f13music06

‘I hope they can come up with a 

buyer who can keep the company 

where it is.’
Managing director, Syd Thomson.

Lochaber Music Festival a resounding success

Spean Bridge delight   
at Mill re-opening

Glencoe Folk Museum on 
lookout for volunteers

Annual outing to Murrayfield on the cards for Ardnamurchan High

Wood fuel day

Oban taxi drivers claim they don’t have enough business spaces at the town’s  
Station Square rank . 07_t13taxi01

The question we 

are all asking is: 

‘Where are we 

to go?’

Oban taxi driver

Taxi drivers call for licence capping as parking clamp down bites Stevenson Street 
plan gets the nod

Loch Etive meeting

OT



HIGHLAND Liberal Democrat candidate Alan 
MacRae has called on frequent users of the A82 
and A830 to log on and register road defects on the 
website www.repairourroads.org.uk. 

Mr MacRae says the website, set up in June 2009, 
has been ‘very effective’ in forcing TranServ to repair 
the trunk roads it has responsibility for, but that, so 
far, almost all the reported defects have been on the 
A87 Invergarry to Uig road.

Mr MacRae said: ‘I strongly urge users of the A82 
and the A830 to log on and report any defects and I 
will try to ensure that TranServ abide by the terms of 

A HANDBAG was stolen 
from the BA Club, Fort 
William, during the evening 
of Saturday March 13.

A LAPTOP was removed 

in the Upper Achintore area 
sometime between 5.45pm 
on Monday March 15 and 
10.30am on Tuesday March 
16.

A CAR was damaged whilst 
parked at the rear of the 
Old Clinic, Caol, sometime 
between 6.30pm on Tuesday 
March 16 and 11am on 
Wednesday March 17.

Contact Fort William 
Police Station on 01397 

telephone line on 01397 
702000 with information.

A DIVER working on 
Malliag pier has been handed 
a four-year driving ban at 
Fort William Sheriff Court.

John Lundon, aged 24, of 
15 Abbey Close, Northwood 
Kirby, Liverpool, was was 
one-and-a-half times over 
the legal limit when police 
stopped him on Davie’s 
Brae on March 12.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
gave Lundon the hefty 
ban after hearing it was 
his second drink driving 

YOUNGSTERS from Fusion Youth 
Space at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William collected an impressive haul 
of medals and awards at the Youth 
Highland Annual Sports Competitions 
at Inverness.

Young people from across the 
Highlands competed in a range of sports 
and events at Charleston Academy and 

Lochaber was well represented with 
24 competitors aged 12 to 17 taking on 
their rivals at badminton, football, pool 
and a quiz.

The junior and senior boys football 
teams both won – with senior 
goalkeeper Jamie Moan singled out for 

special praise for his heroics between 
the posts.

The girls’ junior quiz team were 
runners up and received medals, as did 
Johnny Goncalves in the junior boys 
pool and Cal Brown in the senior boys 
badminton.

Skills
Fusion Youth Space youth worker 

Rachel Carmichael praised the 
youngsters’ achievements, adding that 
their sporting skills will improve even 
further when the new multipurpose 
sports court at the Nevis Centre opens 
soon.

She said: ‘The young people 
competing and representing Lochaber 

did us very proud. It just goes to show 
they are not all ‘boozers’ who are out 
drinking and causing chaos every 
weekend.

‘It is very important that people know 
it is a small minority who just need 
to be advised, supported and worked 
with by us to combat their need to go 
out and get drunk and cause trouble.
Not all young people should be tarred 
with the same brush.’

endeavour to create more sporting 
opportunities for our young people 

competitions - and hopefully win a few 
more trophies and medals.’

A LEADING Lochaber bakery has 
acquired bigger premises under a 

Nevis Bakery will move into the 
new modern food production facility 

Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) is backing the plan with a 

The move will enable the 30-employee 
company to keep up with increasing 
demand for a new range of premium 
biscuits, shortbread and loaf cakes. 

The family-run business, based in Fort 

William, sells a wide range of baked 
goods to supermarkets, delicatessens 
and food outlets throughout the UK 

the new product lines.
Owner Archie Paterson said: ‘This 

as well as introduce some new additions 
to our range. 

‘We are delighted that HIE has 

production which will also help us to 
create more employment.’

HIE account manager Helen Cameron 

business and has seen a period of increase 
in its products recently throughout the 
UK where there is potentially a massive 
market for high-quality products. The 
business is an important employer in 
Lochaber and will be well placed to 
increase production as a result of this 

Taste Award last year, winning a 
coveted three star gold award and the 
Scottish speciality regional award for 
its Demerara shortbread.

GLENFINNAN Gun Club 
had a good turn out of 22 
guns for its competition 
shoot on Saturday.

Ewen MacColl won the 

Morrison won the Tennent 
Shield, Alan Currie the 
Donnie Strang Memorial
Quaich, Ewen MacColl 

Dougie MacDonald the 
Dewar Cup and Jimmy 
Stoddart the D Stoddart 
Cup.

A LOCHABER man has 

following a disturbance in a 
house at Corpach.

Darren McCann, aged 20, 
of Room 4, The Willows, 
Achintore Road, Fort 
William, admitted breaching 
the peace by shouting, 
swearing and uttering 
threats to the residents and 
assaulting a man by pushing 
him against a kitchen unit to 
his injury, all at the Corpach 
address on December 27.

McCann will return to Fort 
William Sheriff Court May 
13 on a charge of assaulting 
a man at Fort William 
Middle Street bus stop.

It is alleged McCann 
punched the man on the 
face, kicked him to the 
ground and repeatedly 
kicked him on the head and 
body to his injury on March 
17, while subject to a bail 
order imposed at Inverness 
Sheriff Court on December 
28.

THE COLDEST winter since 1962 has 
caused Highland Council to overshoot its 
winter maintenance budget by more than 

worse had staff not been switched from 
other duties to help clear snow and ice from 
roads and pavements.

to the transport, environmental and 
infrastructure (TEC) services committee, 
showed winter maintenance costs are 

However, the overall roads and community 

because staff costs for ground and building 
maintenance are much lower after workers 
in those areas were reployed to winter 
maintenance duties.

Taken as a whole, TEC services are facing 

on the total budget - a situation entirely 
caused by the severe winter.

TEC services director Neil Gillies said a 
review of how services operated during the 
prolonged freeze was already underway 
after criticism of intermittent bin collections, 
burials being delayed because of frozen 
ground and the length of time taken to clear 
minor roads and pavements.

There was a general public acceptance, 
however, that staff were doing their best in 

Mr Gillies said: ‘The problems with the 
refuse collection were not the service itself 

but the issue of gaining access to uplift bins. 
Regarding burials, credit must be given to 
our staff for the fact that all planned burials 
went ahead in the Highlands during this 

The review will include:
route priorities - roads, footpaths and 

car parks; level of resources; arrangements 

and use of voluntary organisations;
arrangements for procuring and storing 

salt, local/national issues; provision of grit 
bins; and trees overhanging roads;

standby arrangements over the 

within the council’s workforce;
arrangements for care homes and 

sheltered housing, schools, internal housing 
footpaths and with the emergency services 
and trunk road operating companies; and

how the public communicate with the 
council during a holiday period and how 
the council communicates with the public; 
use of the media to inform the public and 
communications with elected members.

Arangements for customer contact during 
the Christmas/New Year period will be also 
included in the review.

TEC services committee chairman John 
Laing said: ‘We have had various discussions 
throughout the Highlands with council 
members at ward forums and community 
council meetings and we are keen that all 
the issues concerning winter maintenance 
are raised.’ 

The committee will discuss the review’s 

Fusion Youth Space competitors performed well at Inverness.

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Road repair website appeal

Council overshoots maintenance 
budget by more than £2million

Great medal haul for Fusion youngsters

Lochaber man 
fined £600

Glenfinnan Gun 
Club shoot

Diver banned

Police files

MORE than 25 highly trained search and rescue dogs 
and their handlers met for a Search and Rescue Dog 
Association (SARDA) Scotland annual assessment 
course in Glencoe last weekend.

looking to pass a series of challenges designed to 

passed and will now join SARDA to work alongside 
Scotland’s mountain rescue teams. 

SARDA Scotland secretary Moira Weatherstone 
said: ‘During the last year our dogs and handlers 
were involved in over 70 searches. All our handlers 
are volunteers who assist mountain rescue teams and 
police throughout Scotland, on call 24 hours a day. 
They all do a marvellous job but our real heroes are 
our dogs.’  

Glencoe climber Hamish MacInnes formed SARDA 
in 1965. 

Left to right, Ken Weatherstone, Moira Weatherstone of Arrochar Mountain Rescue Team
and Tom Gilchrist of Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team pictured at Glencoe with three dogs 
involved in a recent night search for a farmer missing in Kilmelford.

Search and rescue dogs 
put through their paces
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SCOTTISH salmon producers 
are investing in opportunities 
following an announcement 
within the industry of an 
estimated 190,000 tonne under- 
supply in salmon for the year 
ahead.

The news, from the Scottish 
Salmon Producers Organisation 
(SSPO) comes just days after 
the Lakeland Group opened 

Kintyre to meet the expectations 
of an ever-rising global demand 
for Scottish salmon. 

Exports rise
Scotland-wide exports rose by 

24 per cent in 2009, with 65,480 
tonnes of salmon being exported 
to 55 countries.

The Lakeland Group aims to 
almost double its production 
of salmon this year, harvesting 
6,000 tonnes compared to 
2009’s 3,600 and the new site 
at Carradale, in addition to the 
acquisition of neighbouring 
sites, will allow the company to 
meet that target. The Carradale 

permission in November last year 
after a strong show of support 
from East Kintyre Community 
Council, which is keen to see 
new job opportunities in the 
village.

A spokesman said that the 

additional two sites in the 
Carradale area for future 
development and hoped to have 

2012.
Production manager Colin 

Blair of Lakeland said:  ‘In 2009 
the company employed 25 full-
time and four part-time staff.  
We now employ 35 full-time 
staff and 10 part-time staff.’

Mr Blair added that the 
company currently had three 
full-time staff at the Carradale 
site and that further part-time 

coming months.

farm companies are recruiting.
A spokesperson for Lighthouse 

company currently employed 

130 people across Argyll and 
Bute - an increase after opening 
a new harvesting station at 
Portavadie, Cowal, last year.

More jobs to come
Scottish Sea Farms, one of the 

biggest companies operating 
in the area, currently employs 
183 staff in the region, 14 per 
cent more than two years ago, 
creating an annual salary bill of 
£4.9 million.

SSPO member companies paid 
more than £7 million in wages in 
Argyll and Bute, which amounted 
to £32 million of investment in 
the region’s economy. Industry 

later this year.

are being created in the Western 
Isles as operators increase 
production.

A new business growing 
salmon and mussels in the 
open waters of the Sound of 
Harris plans to harvest around 

1,100 tonnes annually, while 
Lighthouse Caledonia has 
recruited new workers after 
reopening sites on West Loch 
Roag on Lewis. Restocking of 
the loch commenced last year 
after it was left completely bare 

in 25 years to tackle a sea lice 
problem.

Buying locally
Loch Duart Ltd are also 

looking for staff as it expands 

which moved into the Uists 
two years ago, and also owns 
Salar Smokehouse, currently 
employs around 20 people. The 
company has a lease on a base 
at Lochmaddy and plans to raise 
salmon production by 50 per 
cent to reach 5,400 tonnes this 
year in 2010.

Capital investment in the west 
coast’s salmon farming industry 
is also on the rise. 

The harvested salmon 
from West Loch Roag will 
be processed at Lighthouse 
Caledonia’s proposed £5 million 

factory being planned at Arnish, 
near Stornoway.

  Scottish Sea Farms has sunk 
approximately £10 million 
pounds into Argyll and Bute -
based projects over the last four 
years and Lighthouse Caledonia 
invested £2 million in the area 
in 2008. The Lakeland Group 

with capital investment of 
£1.5million in 2009 and £2.5 
million in 2010.

All capital investment made 
by Lakeland for this two-year 
period was spent with suppliers 
based within Scotland, one of 
which, Fusion Marine, is located 
at Barcaldine, north of Oban.

The rate of industry growth 
is measurable here too.  Fusion 
Marine announced this month 
that it had won orders worth 
£2.4 million to supply salmon 
pens and associated equipment 

companies.
Argyll-based companies the 

Lakeland Group, Lighthouse 
Caledonia and Scottish Sea 

Farms have all placed orders 

The orders will help secure jobs 
at Fusion Marine’s Barcaldine 
base and signals a general move 
by Scottish companies to source 
aquaculture equipment from 
Scotland wherever possible.

Planning issues
Iain Forbes of Fusion Marine 

said:  ‘The development and 

economy of the west of Scotland 

steps in advancing open sea 
salmon farming, which is vital 
for the future of the industry.’

The Lakeland Group plans to 
continue growing in the coming 
years.  Mr Blair said the company 

sites in the Carradale area for 
future development and hoped 

there by 2012. 

operating in the area plan 
continued growth in the coming 

a major challenge.
John Barrington of Scottish 

Sea Farms said:  ‘The major 
challenge we face is a streamlined 
regulatory system that will 
enable the industry to grow in 
a realistic and short timeframe 
to capture the potential in the 
market place.

‘We need additional sites and 
the support from local authorities 
and the Scottish Government to 
do this.’

The Scottish government 
recently announced plans to 

per cent a year. The review 
document ‘Planning Reform 
for Aquaculture’, published 
recently, aims to streamline 
procedures to remove barriers to 
growth. The government hopes 
that by making the planning 

speed up the rate of growth in 
the industry, allowing companies 
to take advantage of current and 
lucrative opportunities within 
the global market.

Scottish salmon 
industry maintains 
brand momentum
Investment in people and production  
as fi sh farming industry moves to    
meet demand for Scottish produce

MATTERSGAELIC
Blasad Gàidhlig - A Taste of Gaelic

Disathairne 24 An Giblean 10m – 2f
Saturday 24 April 10am – 2pm 

Taigh Chèilidh Skipinnish
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Taisbeanadh de thachartasan Ghàidhlig ann an Latharna
Showcase of Gaelic activities in the Lorn area

Clasaichean goirid Ùlpan: 1030-1115 ’s 1200-1245
Ulpan taster classes: 1030-1115 and 1200-1245

Cothrom ionnsachadh le “Cabag” – Goireas snasail ùr do chloinne!
A chance to learn with “Cabag” – A new and exciting resource for children!

Ceòl, Òrain ’s Dannsa bho Fèis Latharna
Music, Song and Dance from Fèis Latharna

Tì, Cofaidh ’s Diathad
Tea, Coffee and Lunch

Thig a chèilidh oirnn agus chì sibh dè tha dol leis a’ Ghàidhlig
Come in and find out about all the Gaelic activities in your area

Fàilte chridheil air a h-uile duine aig a bheil ùidh anns a’ Ghàidhlig
A very warm welcome to everyone with an interest in Gaelic

Airson barrachd fiosrachaidh cuir fòn gu: 
Dòmhnall MacLeòid air 01631 564908

For further information contact: 
Donald MacLeod on 01631 564908

Suas leis a’ Ghàidhlig!

About Clì Gàidhlig

Fund - Cuideachadh Luchd 
Ionnsaichidh Ùr

Who can apply?

How to apply

(See advert for 
contact details)

Clì Gàidhlig are 

Lorn Gaelic Partnership to showcase Gaelic 

Chì sinn ann sibh!
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Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Easter Sunday April 4
Join us for a special 3 course lunch £24  

Or our 5 course dinner £37
Overlooking the harbour 

 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087

EASTER EGG HUNT 
& DUCK RACE

Sutherland’s Grove, by Barcaldine 
Sunday 4th April from 12 noon 

Fun for all the family- Easter bonnet parade, 
egg hunt for all ages, sponsored duck race. 

PRIZES FOR ALL EVENTS.
Hot drinks and snacks available. 

Strong footwear and waterproofs advised. 
All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Easter bonnet parade – free to enter
Egg hunt - £1.50 per child

Duck race- £1 to sponsor a duck 
Prizes for all events, 

including £50 prize to winner of duck race
Fundraising event for the Barcaldine Community Association

Meet the magic forest bunny 

And as towns and 
villages come to life there 
are new ventures and old 
favourites waiting to 
welcome friends old and 
new.

And after the long harsh 
winter, that recorded 
some of the lowest 
temperatures in decades, 
it is time to shake off 
heavy jackets and 
Wellington boots and step 
into spring. It is time to 
eat good food, take 
new experiences 
and celebrate 
the spring with 
family and 
friends.

Over the 
winter there have 
been a few changes. 
In Oban a new garden 
centre is all the talk of 
the town. Opening daily 
Poppies has the loveliest 
range of gifts and 
gardening requirements. 
The shore side tearoom 
has some fabulous 
home made goodies and 
panoramic views that 
make a walk or drive an 
essential Easter visit.

For a relaxing day out 
why not visit the Melfort 
Mermaid, at Melfort 
Pier and Harbour near to 
Kilmelford – mixing a 
days activity (or inactivity 
if you choose) coupled 
with a spectacular view. 
The whole area around 
Kilmelford lends itself 

well to relaxing. 
Barcaldine Castle, 

at Benderloch, offers 
something truly special. 
A Scottish castle set on 
the shores of Loch 
Creran with 

breathtaking views of the 
snow-capped mountains 
of Glencoe in early spring 

with good food and 
For those who want 

to get out and about 
in the country there 
are many possibilities 
on the doorstep. for 
Easter activities head 
for Sutherland’s Grove, 
by Barcaldine on Easter 
Sunday for an Egg Hunt 
and Duck Race. It is a 
day that promises to be 
fun for all the family.

And of course the 
message of Easter for 

Christians is a message 
of hope. In churches 

throughout the area 
people will gather 

to celebrate that 
message, joining 
in the singing of 
hymns and the 

celebration of life. 
Times of services 

can be found in The 
Oban Times – all are 
welcome.

Whatever you chose to 
do this Easter make it a 
special time.

AS DAFFODILS come to life around the towns and villages 
of the west coast there seems to be so much more to do. 

And with warmer days and longer nights on the horizon it is 
the perfect time to get out and about with your family.

What’s on this easter

what’son
CINEMA LISTINGS > Highland Theatre
NANNY MCPHEE & THE BIG BANG CERT U
Daily 6.15 Sat/Sun Matinee 1.45, 4.00. 
GREEN ZONE CERT 15
DAILY 6.00, 8.30 SAT/SUN MATINEE 3.45
LEAP YEAR CERT PG
Daily 8.15, Sat/Sun Matinee 1.30

Saturdays > Junior Ski Training
Glencoe Mountain Ltd 10.30am - 2.30pm
Tel 07854 688408

Saturdays & Sundays > Glencoe Discovery
Glencoe Mountain Ltd Guiding service for
Tel 01855 851226 intermediate skiers

24-26 March > North Lorn Drama Festival
7.30pm Appin Village Hall

Thursday 1 April > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

3-5 April > Glencoe Mountain Resort
Tel: 01855 851226 Easter Eggstravaganza

Saturday 10 April > Jewellery Course
Barcaldine House, by Oban

WHAT’S ON
in association with the Highland Cinema,
George Street, Oban Tel: 01631 562444

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
Your mind switches back on, and sharpens up. Anything delayed, 
can now pick up momentum. However, with the tiny but potent Pluto 
angling sharply to Mercury, don’t expect everyone to simply bow to 
what you want. You may have to work hard to get people to see what 
you are trying to do, but avoid browbeating them, it’ll be counter 
productive. Call now for more astral advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

company, or at least with those you know intimately. However, you 
may have to ward off a tendency to think the worst of people or 
situations. Your imagination can be strong, but it can also run wild, 

sentimental this week. Call now for more advice…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
The pace of life and social interaction is set to go up several notches, 
not that you’ll mind Gemini, because this can turn out to be a purple 
patch for you. However, your zippy ruling planet Mercury does come 
under intense pressure from Pluto, suggesting that there can be 
some endings, as well as some new beginnings around some close 
friendships. Call your prediction line for more news…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
You may be asked to take on a responsible role, this could be to 
do with a local society, club or committee or something more to do 
with your work. You may wonder whether you want the extra load 
or the perceived hassle, but then another side of you can relish the 
responsibility. If you are not tapping into your potential, why not give 
it a whirl? Call me now for your in-depth forecast…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
If you feel you have been spending too much time inside or involved 
in heavy business or lifestyle issues, this week is a perfect time 
to lighten up Leo. As a Lion you may not have wings, but you 

adventures. Yet there may be some things, gallingly which prove 
harder just to drop. Call now for more news and advice…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525
You might experience life or the people you come into contact with 
as being unpredictable. If you like plenty of surprises, that may suit 
you, if not, this can prove unsettling. Your love life could, in particular, 
see you deciding to make some sudden moves, and even some 
about turns. At a practical level, property and savings come into 
focus. Call me now for your love scope in full…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
You can begin this week rather restless. With the Sun then surging 

your frustrations with someone close. However, with Pluto stressing 
your emotional zone, it would be easy to take any frustrations out on 
your nearest and dearest. Better still to listen to any wise advice you 
get. Call now for your love scope in full…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

mind about something important, which could leave those close to 

everything may feel as easy going as you’d like. Consider ways you 
can better organise your time and resources. Most of all Scorpio, do 
try to stay cool. Call now for more…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528
If you’re feeling tetchy, might part of the reason for this be that 
you’re simply bored with the status quo? A Sagittarian needs life to 
be an ever changing vista. If yours has become dull, this is an ideal 
opportunity to take up new interests and hobbies and especially if 
they’re active or mentally stimulating. In love, the temperature can 
crank up! Call your prediction line for your love scope…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

to know the issues that are worthy going head to head over, and 
those which are best ignored. If you’re not careful, you could end up 
talking about a really contentious subject, and saying something you 
regret. If need be, withdraw from intense situations and gather your 
thoughts. Call now for your in-depth forecast…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

people close by, and this may reveal something you didn’t know, 
which could be intriguing, but is someone trying to sow a seed 

yourself feeling wired up. Call now for more advice…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
An attitude, relationship or job that’s been dogging you may, with one 

this. This may mean you will have to take the long way around an 
obstacle, but you can take comfort from sticking to what you believe 
in. Money and friends just don’t mix very well this week, so do try to 

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

Friday 26th March > Filthy Kinky
The Woody

Friday 26th March > Chris Suckle
Markie Dans Live Music

Friday 26th March > The Spinoffs
O’Donnell’s Farewell Performance

Friday 2nd April > The Stone Roses Experience
O’Donnell’s from 8pm

Friday 2nd April > Chart Sounds
Paparazzi D.J Jonny 9pm

Friday 2nd April > Danny Carroll
The Woody

Saturday 3rd April > HERCULES MANDRIN
O’Donnell’s from 8pm

Saturday 3rd April > DANCE SOUNDS
Paparazzi D.J 9PM

Saturday 3rd April > Clachan
The Woody

Sunday 4th April > Poker Night
Markie Dans (Every Second Sunday)

4th & 5th March > Second Sight
The Woody Physic evenings

Wednesday 14th April > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans 8-9pm then 11pm-12am

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

THE OBAN Times have 

away for Irish rockers 
The Saw Doctors.

And the show in Oban’s 
Corran Halls on April 
14 will be a night to 
remember, claims lead 
singer Leo Moran.

He said: ‘We have had 
some cracking nights 
in Oban. Everyone who 
comes along is up for a 
bit of a dance and a good 
old sing along.’

And with a new, as yet 
unnamed album in the 
pipe line there may even 
be a few new classics for 
fans.

The boys who are 
favourites of Van 
Morrison and Boyzone 
have had a stellar 
career with a career 
lasting 25 years that 
shows perseverance 
gets rewarded.
The band is fronted 
by singer/songwriters 
Leo and Davy Carton. 

The Saw Doctors are taking to the stage in the 
Corran Halls on April 14. 

Together they have 
written hits such as I 
Useta Lover, To Win Just 
Once, Hay Wrap and 
Same Oul’ Town. Over 
the years the band have 
built up quite a following 

and the Oban show will 
be quite a treat for fans.

‘Every time we come to 
the Corran Halls we have 
a bit of a laugh. One time 
we ended up in a pub and 
we got out our guitars 

and the party went on all 
night. We were playing 
Glasgow the next night, 
but we were still thinking 
of Oban.

‘Saw Doctors’ fans go 
home glowing from a gig 
crammed end to end with 
songs about real life.’

Turning to the eagerly 
anticipated album, Leo 
said; ‘It doesn’t have 
a name yet. Maybe 
one of your readers 
could suggest one.’
  The album has been a 
few years in the making. 
Leo laughs: ‘We are 
being picky and more 
meticulous than before. 
We’re trying to put in 
all the little things that 
pop records have now. 
We’re trying to put the 
fairy dust on things.’
  To win pair of tickets 
to the Saw Doctors gig 
at the Corran Halls on 
April 14 suggest a name 
for their up and coming 
album.

Your chance to name 
Saw Doctors’ album
Win tickets to see the 
Saw Doctors live in Oban

Top London choreographer motivates Oban High School
A TOP London 

choreographer and dancer 
brought inspiration and 
motivation to youngsters 
from dance classes 
around Oban with a 
Saturday workshop at 
Oban High School.

Tim Noble, who runs 
Pure Star Productions and 
has been dance captain 
for Kylie Minogue on all 
of her productions since 
2000, brought one of his 
company’s workshops to 
the town.

Tim has been dancing 
since he was six, starting 
at The Royal Ballet 
before moving to The 
Central School of Ballet 
and The London Studio 
Centre.

He danced in a number 
of West End Productions 
including Starlight 
Express.

He has since worked 
with musicians on 
music videos and live 

Tim Noble of Pure Star Productions takes workshop members through 
the moves to ‘We will Rock You’. 15_t13dance04

productions, television 
shows, award shows, 
advertisements, done 
television presenting and 
taught.

He brought his particular 

brand of motivation to 
Oban and worked around 
40 girls – and two boys 
– hard from the moment 
they walked into the 
workshop.

He took them through 
a series of moves to 
Queen’s ‘We will Rock 
You’, encouraging them 
to dance for the audience, 
giving it their all.

In the afternoon, they 
were broken down into 
smaller groups with 
Tim and another of 
his colleagues taking 
individuals through 
various moves before 
bringing it altogether at 
the end of the day.

‘What we do is we have 
65 choreographers in the 
team and we send them 
out every week. Ben and 
I are up in Oban for the 

Wright’s dance classes  
[at Atlantis Leisure].’

He said they were 
trying to showcase all the 
different dance styles, 
work with the youngsters 
to motivate them and 
have fun in the process.

‘Dance is about 
expression but most of all 
we are here to have fun. 
It is for people who enjoy 
dancing and want to have 
a new experience,’ added 
Tim.

I think the Saw Doctors album should be called
...............................................................................

Name.....................................................................
Address .................................................................
...............................................................................
...............................................................................
Telephone..............................................................
Email .....................................................................
Send your entries to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban Argyll PA34 4HB Entries 
to be in by 12noon Monday 5th April 2010. Usual Oban Times rules apply. The 
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Advertise in the
Community Notice Board

for just £14.50
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed on the Public Notice 
Page Please ask for details

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

Local
Producers
Markets

Thursday 1st April
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

OBAN
PIANO FUN

Sunday 28th March 2010
 At Glencruitten Road Parish Church

Starts 2.30pm
Oban Music Society invite pianists of all ages and all abilities to take 

part in this year’s PianoFun.
 Please contact Kenn or Marie on 01631 570955

All donations will be given to the Oban Music Society for the 
maintenance of the recital piano at St John’s Cathedral.

Email: oban_pianofun@hotmail.co.uk

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Arts and Crafts Fair

Former Red Cross Hall
(Army Cadet Centre)

Tweeddale Street
Saturday 3rd and Monday 

5th April
10am – 5pm
Entry free

Arts and Crafts for sale

OBAN ART SOCIETY

Watercolour
Talk and demonstration 

by Bob MacCulloch
Lorn Resource Centre, 

Soroba Road, Oban
Friday 26th March

7.30pm
Visitors welcome

Good Friday 10.30am – Way of 
the Cross – Climb hill behind 

Craig Lodge
Meet in Car Park   Allow approx 
2 hours   Please bring suitable 

clothing
All Welcome. For further info re. 

Easter Weekend Services 
Tel: 01838 200216

FAMILY HOUSE OF PRAYER
CRAIG LODGE TRUST

DALMALLY

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

COFFEE
MORNING

Masonic Hall, Albany 
Street

Saturday, 3rd April   
10.00 a.m. – 12 noon
Local Mod Fund-raiser

Eilean Eisdeal presents

Lau
Easdale Island 

Community Hall, 
Saturday, 3 April, 

£10/£12; under 16s free.
tickets/info

www.easdale.org/hall
Late return ferry 11pm

Meur Lochabair
HARRIS CEILIDH

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, 27 March @ 

7.30pm
Singers: John Murdo 

Morrison, Freddie MacKenzie, 
Sheila MacKay

Piper: Calum MacColl
Music Iain Angus MacLeod

Buffet    Admission £10

EASTER FAYRE
Easdale Hall, Seil

April 3, 2010
11am – 4pm

Sale, tables and car boot sale
Teas and home baking

Argyll Animal Aid and Seil Natural History Group
To book a table or car contact Richard 01852 300388

MARY’S MEALS
Coffee

Morning
Saturday 27th March

Royal Hotel, Oban
10am – 12.30
Baking Stall, 

Tombola, Grand 
Raffle

Cairndow 
Clay Target 

Club
50 DTL 

Open Shoot
Sat. 27th March
Entries 12 – 2pm

O.L.D.S. Club
Oban & Lorn District Seniors Club

CEILIDH
Everyone welcome, 

just come along
Wed. 31st March 2010
7.30pm until 9.30pm

At Lynn Court
Tea, Coffee, Sandwiches & cakes

Admission FREE
Transport can be arranged call 

Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Monthly Club Night

In
Argyllshire Gathering Hall

On
Thursday 1st April 2010

8pm
Supporting Players & 

Audience Welcome
Special Guest Artiste
Ian Anderson Trio

Admission £3
Come along and enjoy the 

music

Fasnacloich Gun 
Club

OPEN SHOOT
Sat 27th March

2x25dtl

12:00 start

BRIC A BRAC
SALE

Sat. 27th March
10.00 – 4.00pm

Undercroft Church 
Centre

In aid of 
Kilmore & Oban 

Church of Scotland.

VISITORS to the Arduaine Restaurant at the Loch Melfort 

Hotel, 18 miles south of Oban, are sure to be treated to a 

very local, first class dining experience. 

In recent months, the proprietors, Calum and Rachel 

Ross, and their award winning chef, Colin MacDonald 

and his team, have sourced some wonderful Scottish 

produce, including Barbreck Lamb, Isle of Seil Venison, 

Inverawe Salmon and Loch Fyne Langoustines. 

With everything freshly prepared on site, including 

bread, jam, ice cream and chocolates you can be as-

sured of gourmet delights. 

OBAN BAY HOTEL & SPA

OBAN BAY HOTEL & SPA
CORRAN ESPLANADE, OBAN PA34 5AE

TEL: 01631 565 735      EMAIL: obanbay@crerarhotels.com

FRESH FOOD 
SERVED ALL DAY

LIGHT SNACKS
AND LUNCHES

STUNNING VIEWS OUT 
TO THE ISLANDS

FULL DINNER AND 
À LA CARTE MENU 

AVAILABLE

For more information call 01852 200 233 or visit www.lochmelfort.co.uk
Loch Melfort Hotel, Arduaine, Oban  PA34 4XG

10% off

Fine Dining
       at Arduaine

Opening Hours from 29th March
Monday – Thursday 11am till 7pm, Friday & Saturday 11am till 10pm, Sunday 11am till 4pm

Breakfast, Lunch, Evening Meals & Snacks from 11am till 6.30pm
Dinner served on Fri & Sat from 7pm 

Roast Sunday Lunch served from 12pm till 3pm.

Phone 01631760020 or 07760474005 to book for Dinner.

Isle of 
Lismore Café

At The Heritage Centre, on the 
Island of Lismore.

Well worth a visit – always a warm welcome. 

95 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7DH
Tel: 01369 702 022

JC Douglas
Quality Butcher

Kent’s Butchers in Dunoon

We promise nothing but the best 
produce so call in and give us a try!

The restaurant is blessed with some of the finest views 

on the west coast, with open views to the islands of 

Shuna, Scarba and Jura. Arduaine Restaurant has held 

two AA Rosettes for the last 10 years and Colin is push-

ing the boundaries this year to impress the AA and 

hopefully gain a coveted third Rosette.

Signature dishes include Seared Sanda Island Scal-

lops, Stornoway Black Pudding and Peas; Roast Rack of 

Barbreck Lamb, Puy Lentils, Fondant Potato, Balsamic 

Jus; Iced Oban Malt Whisky Parfait, Earl Grey Brulee and 

Granita and Poached Agen Prunes. £39 for a 4-course 

dinner plus appetizer. Open all week 7pm- 9pm. Reser-

vations essential. www.lochmelfort.co.uk 01852 200233.

Promote your business through 
your local community newspaper reaching 

over 40,885 readers each month. 

Argyll Larder provides our readers with the 
opportunity to see your advert each month, and offers 

you, the advertiser, the perfect platform to do so.

Primary four and five pupils at Rockfield school, Oban, performed their annual play this week, Roald Dahl’s Cinderella. In a humorous 
take on the classic story, Prince Charming is portrayed as a ‘baddie’, so the fairy godmother arranges for Cinderella to fall in love with the 
Jam Man, who bakes her a tart in the shape of a heart. Pictured are the principal characters from the play, which was performed in front 
of fellow pupils and parents on consecutive days. 07_t13cind01

CHARITY runners in 
Oban were left confused 
after being informed late 
on Saturday afternoon that 
Oban’s Sport Relief Mile 
event for the following day 
had been cancelled.

Disappointed runners 
had to make their own 
arrangements to run the 
mile, which was still 
posted on the Sport Relief 
website as late as Saturday 
afternoon.

On Sunday morning the 
website said the 11.30am 

run between Atlantis Leisure 
and Ganavan was sold out, 
while Atlantis Leisure said 
it was being organised by 
Oban High School.

Permission
Tracey Lockhart, who 

had registered to do the 
mile between Atlantis and 
Ganavan with her son 
Daniel Thwaite, received 
a call around 5.30pm on 
Saturday saying the event 
had been cancelled.

This was followed by an 
email from Sport Relief 

which said: ‘We’re really 
sorry but due to unforeseen 
circumstances we have had 
to cancel the Oban mile, 
due to problems with the 
permissions for the intended 
route for the event that we 
have just been made aware 
of.

‘We would like to 
apologise for the late 
notice, but we really did try 
and make the event happen 
and only cancelled when it 
became apparent there was 
no alternative.’

Tracey said: ‘This could 
have been a great family 
event for the town and my 
son and I were looking 
forward to being a part of 
this and helping to raise 
some money.’

Instead the pair ran along 
the back road between 
Oban and Connel and still 
managed to raise more than 
£100 for Sport Relief.

Communication 
Brian Forgrieve, coach 

of Oban Saints Under 8s 
football team, had registered 

his team to run the mile at a 
cost of £39 – but has been 
assured the money will be 
refunded.

He got a phone call from 
someone saying it had been 
cancelled and when a parent 
phoned Sport Relief, the 
charity said it had no idea it 
had been called off.

The Under 8s team ran 
round the school and sports 

school twice to complete 
their mile, raising £750 in 
the process.

Oban High School head 
teacher Peter Bain said staff 
at Atlantis Leisure and Oban 
High School had initially 
got together to discuss 
organising a Sport Relief 
Mile event but because each 
had already organised Sport 
Relief activities decided 
against taking it further.

‘The initial interest that 
had been indicated to Sport 
Relief was withdrawn, 
however, communication 
clearly broke down on this 
occasion.’

He said as soon as the 
school, Atlantis and Sport 
Relief became aware of 
the situation, every effort 
was made to try and inform 
people.

‘Atlantis and Oban 
High School would like 
to apologise for any 
inconvenience caused 
and would like to thank 
members of the public who 
continued to play an active 
part in raising funds for this 
very worthy cause,’ said Mr 
Bain.

Oban’s Sport Relief Mile is cancelled leaving confusion and disappointment

OBAN Provincial Mod will 
once again take place in 
Oban High School, this year 
on June 5.

Comunn Gàidhealach an 
Òbain is busy fund-raising 
at the moment for the event, 
with preparations will in 
hand.

A coffee morning is to take 
place on April 3 at the Ma-
sonic Hall, Albany Street.

Entry forms are available 
from seccganobain@aol.
com as well as the syllabus.

The committee is also 
already organizing the 
Echoes of the Mod event on 
Saturday November 6, when 
the prize-winners from the 
Caithness Royal National 
Mod will feature.

Oban Mòd date 
confirmed

County Legends 
ticket winners
WINNERS of the Country 
Legends competition are 
Dina Robertson, Oban; M 
Spreadbury, Soroba; Ann 
Nicolson, Skye; Marie 
Lynch, Oban; Mary Cam-
eron, Inveraray. 

Each winner receives a 
pair of tickets to the show 
on Saturday April 3.

Tickets are still available 
from the Corran Halls on 
01631 567333.

LEAF members 
meet to hear about 
National park
THE NEXT Lorn Envi-
ronmental Action Forum 
(LEAF) meeting will be on 
Friday April 16 at 18.30 
hours, to accommodate 
members who wish to hear 
David Woodhouse promote 
his idea of a National Park. 

The meeting will be held 
in the conference room on 

Fire Station, not the lecture 
room as normal

AN AFTERNOON with 
Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association (OLTA) will 
bring together anyone 
involved with tourists in 
the area.

The free event will be 
held on Monday March 29, 
3.30 pm to 5 pm at Oban 
Caledonian Hotel. 

Positive opportunity 
The local tourism group 

aims to provide a positive 
opportunity for those 
involved in tourism in 
Oban to network with 
colleagues in the industry, 
learn more about the work 
of the OLTA and encourage 
more tourism businesses to 
get involved.

Linda Battison, chairman 
for OLTA said: ‘The OLTA 
committee are delighted to 
offer our local industry this 
opportunity to come along 
to our open and informative 
afternoon.

‘We are a busy, voluntary 

association managing 
several destination 
marketing projects, all 

tourism industry.  The 
event will be the perfect 
opportunity for us to engage 
further with businesses that 
are perhaps not familiar 
with OLTA or would like to 
learn more.’

The event will include 
a complimentary drinks 
reception, short presentation 
from the association, 
provide industry 
networking opportunities, 
a question and answer with 
the OLTA panel and the 
chance to learn more about 
the OLTA and membership 

The event is free to all and 
those interested in coming 
along should  contact 
Pauline Foster to register 
in advance on pauline@
pureshorespr.co.uk, 01631 
569651, 07791573247.

Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association to host 
industry event
Chance to learn more about 
local tourism organisation
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Live at the Star
IT MAY not be a venue 
frequently visited by 
enthusiasts of west coast 
traditional music, but the 
weekly meetings of the Star 
Club, held in St Andrew’s 
in the Square, sometimes 
showcase Gaelic artistes. 

Last week’s concert 
was one of those when 
Maggie MacInnes and her 
band, Brian MacAlpine
on keyboard/accordion 
and Anna Massie on 
guitar, provided  quality 
entertainment which 
deserved a far greater 
attendance.

Over the years I have 
featured Maggie MacInnes
concerts in this column 
and, as in the past, she 
showed why she is one of 
Gaeldom’s best performers. 
From the outset, even when 
setting up, the trio struck 
up a rapport of fun with 
the audience and this was 
maintained throughout. 

Explanations of the songs 
were provided but not to 
the extent that they took 
longer than the actual 
singing which can, in my 
opinion, sometimes be a 
characteristic nowadays. 

And there was great 
variety included in the 
programme. Rabbie Burns, 
a particular favourite of 
Maggie’s, featured and 
there was a sample from her 
CD with Colm Sands to be 
released soon. 

It was a concert with many 
highlights but perhaps in 
time tradition the ‘best 
was kept for the last’ when 
the singing and sensitive 
accompaniment to Blair 
Douglas’s Solus m’Aigh, 
written for Father Colin 
MacInnes, was simply 
superb.

Prior to Maggie’s 
Band there was a debut 
performance from the group 
Sugarboat Reivers which 
included Cheyenne Brown 
and Celine Baxter, a duo 
well-known to traditional 
audiences in the Glasgow 
area.

Each week I will continue 
to include the Star Club in 
the diary dates. 

Charity concert
THIS Saturday, March 27,  
Cumbernauld Gaelic Choir 
and guests are presenting a 
concert in the Village Hall, 
Cumbernauld, at 7.30pm in 
aid of Strathcarron Hospice. 

Tickets, £5, are available 
at the door.

Uist and Barra 
Piping Competition
AS PROMISED in 
last week’s letter, here 
are the results of the 
recent successful piping 
competition and I am 
sure you can see this is a 
prestigious event on the 
piping calendar.  

Ceol Mor -1 Pipe Major
Gordon J Walker; 2 Glenn 
Brown; 3 William Geddes; 
4 Finlay Johnston; 5 Niall 
Stewart. March, Strathspey 
and Reel - 1 Angus 

MacColl; 2 Pipe Major
Gordon J Walker; 3 Iain 
Spiers; 4 Gavin Walker; 
5 Allan Russell. Jigs - 1 
Angus MacColl; 2 Chris 
Armstrong; 3 Pipe Major
Gordon J Walker; 4 Finlay 
Johnston; 5 Gavin Walker. 
Overall winner - Gordon J 
Walker.

An Comunn
Stirling             
branch
WITH the untimely 
death of president Les 
Bathgate last November, 
Seumas Campbell was 
elected as president with 
Donnie MacKenzie as vice 
president at the recent AGM

of the season. 
At the meeting a token of 

appreciation was presented 
to Mary MacColl who 
has been a stalwart of the 
branch and of all things 
Gaelic in the Stirling area 
over many years. Mary
has decided to take a well 
earned rest from committee 
life.

For the ceilidh there 
was a good turnout of 
members and friends and 
they were well entertained 
by Mairi MacArthur, 
Sheena MacKenzie, Iain 
MacLean and Gillebride 
MacMillan, piper Sandy 
Campbell from Crieff and 
the Cluaran Dancers. Peter 
Campbell was in the chair 
and Kirsteen Grant was the 
accompanist.

Diary dates
Thursday March 25: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, Claude 
Bourbon. Traditional Pupils 
from Plockton High School, 
St Peter’s, Partick, 7pm.
Friday March 26: Glasgow 
Skye Association Youth
Concert, Partick Burgh 
(Main) Hall, 7pm. Uist and 
Barra Association ceilidh 
dance, Crawford Hall, 110 
Beith Street, 9pm to 1am. 
Helensburgh Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Commodore Hotel, 7.30pm. 
Donald Black and friends, 
St Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm.
Saturday March 27:
Cumbernauld Gaelic Choir 
- see above.
Thursday April 1: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, Tannahil 
Weavers. Treacherous 
Orchestra, Renfrew Ferry, 
www.tuneup.org.uk.
Saturday April 3: CLASP 
Piping Competition, 
National Piping Centre, 
9.30am.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will be busy 
this weekend playing in the 
Islay Inn on Friday and the 
Park Bar on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

In the Park Bar on Friday, 
it will be Gaberlunzie with 
the Keelies in the Islay Inn 
on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Under starter’s 
orders
ONE OF many faults 
with the Westminster 
Parliament is that the date 
of a General Election is 

incumbent Prime Minister. 
Before any erudite 

correspondent points 
out that it is actually the 
perogative of HM The 
Queen, I am well aware 
of that fact but I can never 
envisage a situation when 
she would decline to 
accept the PM’s request. 

The consequence of such 
a refusal could produce 
not just a column in itself 
but a learned tome on the 
constitutional position 
of the monarch in a 21st 
century democracy and 
give the republicans within 
our midst an open goal to 
end the reign of any Royal 
Family.

You may argue that Mr
Brown has already stepped 
back from calling an 
autumn election because 
he realised he might not 
win it, although it looks as 
though he may have had 
a better chance then than 
some of the polls suggest 
he has now.  

But why do I say the 
announcement of the 
date of the next General 
Election is to be Thursday 
May 6 2010. There have 
been so many leaks, 
attributable and otherwise, 
that even the bookies are 
not accepting bets on that 
date any more. 

However, some may 
point out that May 6 is 
weeks away and there 
could be overwhelming 
reasons why it could not 
be. I cannot conceive of 
any of such importance.

It would appear that 
after this week’s Budget, 
the ensuing debate on the 
Finance Act and a very 
short Easter recess, Mr
Brown will be trotting 
along to Buckingham 
Palace next Tuesday 
to ask for parliament’s 
dissolution so that a 
General Election can be 
held on Thursday May
6. Thereafter, battle will 
commence.

In Argyll and Bute, the 
late arrival of a Green 
Party candidate has upset 
the calculations of many 
with Alan Reid expected 
to retain the seat from the 
SNP’s Mike MacKenzie
but both could lose votes 
to the Green lady. 

But who knows what 
other parties, such as 
UKIP, might wish to waste 
their £500 deposit. 

Also, this seat often 
attracts a maverick 
candidate with a single 
issue topic about which 
they feel so strongly that 
they must air their views 
and lose quite a lot of 
money, apart from their 
deposit.

However, the Tories, who 
also have made claims 
that they will regain the 
volatile seat on the swing 
to them in the country, 
must be biting their 
nails as it has dropped 
dramatically. 

The visit of their Scottish 
leader Annabel Goldie 
to Oban last Friday, may 

have done some good as 
she is such a charismatic 
character but they certainly 

Mary Jean to the 
fore once more
I’M A car rally enthusiast 
- if I drove I might be even 
more so. 

I have always admired 
the tenacity of those who 
started the Mull Rally and 
persuaded the late Ray 
Michie MP, subsequently 
Baroness Michie of 
Gallanach, to pilot a Bill 
through the House of 
Commons to allow road 
closures on the island 
so that the rally could 
develop further. 

However, let there be no 
argument about the fact 
there has always been a 
tiny minority of residents 
who did not like fast cars 
whizzing along their roads. 
But they took a week’s 
holiday away from the 
island as they recognised 

to the Mull economy. 
It has been alleged that 

this minority has grown in 
recent years and incidents 
last year over straying 
stock caused the 2300 Car 
Club of Blackburn to pull 
out on safety grounds.

What has become 
abundantly clear is that 
those who have been 
mouthing off about the 
rally aren’t prepared to 
stand up and be counted.

However, none of 
them will be a match for 
Councillor Mary Jean 
Devon who is the new 
chairman of the Rally 
Committee.

Those of us who know 
her are totally convinced 
that the biggest annual 
event to take place on 
Mull will go from strength 
to strength as nothing 
in which she becomes 
involved is allowed to fail.

MasterChef
THIS great television 

the best amateur cook in 
Britain is currently running 
on BBC One television 
and is gripping viewing, 
especially to those of us 
who attempt to produce 

decent three course meal. 

how the contestants in the 
early rounds are chosen 
from the large number of 
entrants who apply. 

Obviously, those we 
see are reckoned to be 
the best contestants but 
many appear not to have 
given any thought to the 
time it takes to cook their 
over-dressed dishes which, 
unless nearly perfect, are 
going to be dismissed. 
Before the show hits 
our screens, surely early 
rounds could be held 
throughout the country, 
adding more viewer 
interest, so that those who 
couldn’t produce a decent 

easy as you think - don’t 
get through to serve burnt 
onions and add salt instead 
of sugar to a pudding!

This week’s flashback photograph comes from the 1968 files of The Oban Times. It is a winter scenic shot of 
what is known locally as Mackay’s Pond in Glencruitten Estate. We would like readers to send in flashback 
photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 
Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Mackay’s Pond, Glencruitten Estate, Oban, 1968

Fort William roads 
solution
Sir, 
I would like to ask Fort 
William planning department 
some questions as I feel 
three things would make a 
tremendous difference.

 We have Alma Road 
and Victoria Road going 
the same way - why? If they 
had Victoria Road going 
north and Alma Road going 
south there would be less 
carbon emissions and people 
wanting to get there from the 
West end, especially in high 
season, would save time.

You have just installed 
new lamp posts on the North 
Road out of Fort William 
- why? Whilst you have 
the contractors there why 
not make the roundabout 
at the BP garage a proper 
one that has a dedicated 

left to Corpach and Caol
with a sign telling motorists 
‘Please indicate direction’. 
This would alleviate the long 

up when one or two vehicles 
want to go towards Inverness 
from Fort William.

 I am told that the bridge 
from An Aird to Inverlochy 

not put a barrier on the 
bridge to allow only a certain 
size vehicle - let’s say a Ford 
Transit van - with a fast acting 

This would help locals, our 
carbon footprint and help 
free up the A82 for through 

J Hinchley, TelePoint 
Limited.

Tyndrum gold   
mine concerns
Sir,
I read with interest The
Oban Times’ March 4  article 
entitled ‘Tyndrum gold mine 

Market’.
It was proposed to open the 

mine in 1997. Loch Lomond 
and The Trossachs National 
Park was set up in July 2002 
under the National Parks 
(Scotland) Act 2000 with a 
number of aims that included 
‘to conserve and enhance the 
natural and cultural heritage 
of the area’. Surely then a 
conservation plan relating 
to the local environment 
and any pollution concerns 
would have been addressed 
within the proposal of 
Chris Sangster’s - Chief 
Executive of Scotgold 
Resources - objectives 
and that any conservation 
plan would perhaps 
invite a more favourable 
response from those of us 
with environmental and 
conservation concerns.

Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs National Park 
has not informed the wider 

Scottish public of Scotgold’s 
proposals along with any 
possible access issues 
relating to those of us who 

Tyndrum area. 
Environmental agencies, 

wildlife agencies, ramblers 
associations, the Scottish 
Mountaineering Council 
and Scottish Fisheries and 
associated fresh water and 

clubs and individuals should 
be aware that the source of 
the revered and respected 
River Tay is but a stone’s 
throw from Tyndrum 
goldmine. Walkers and 
mountaineers who know the 
area should perhaps be more 
informed and pro-active in 
the gathering of information 
relating to the implications 
for outdoor individuals and 
groups.

see Mr Sangster appearing 
on news programmes 
promoting the opening of 
this mine when, at this time, 
no planning permission 
has been granted to begin 
extracting gold. 

The location of Tyndrum 
goldmine is in a beautiful 
part of the country with 
accessible walking routes 
towards Ben Oss and Ben 
Lui. The natural beauty 
within this area of the 
National Park should not be 

through the increase in the 
price of gold.
David Hardie, 12 

McCaig’s 
unintentional 
oversight
Sir,
I read with interest McCaig’s 
detailed piece on the plight 
that befell local resident, 
ex-Chief Inspector Fred 
Hall, when caught up in 

and earthquake in Peru and 
Chilie, The Oban Times,
March 18.

I was, however, surprised 
at McCaig’s omission of part 
of the story that is of local 
interest. Namely the great 
help and welcome assistance 
that was given to Mr Hall 
by the Scottish Government 
and in particular by our local 
Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather.

This part of the story has 
been widely reported in other 
media throughout Scotland 
and I am sure McCaig will 
be grateful I have highlighted 
this unintentional oversight.
Dorothy Macdonald, 
Arisaig, Pulpit Hill, Oban. 

Consult households 
on postcode change
Sir, 

recent petition organised by 
the postmistress Lesley Jones 

and myself, Royal Mail has 
delayed the proposed change 
in the Morvern postcode 
until each household has 
been consulted.

This was our objective in 
organising the petition. As
a democrat, I will be happy, 
even if it costs me time and 
money, to notify 250 of my 

majority of households here 
want.

What I do not want is for 
people to be pressurised 
or to be given misleading 
information and get a new 
postcode that is not what we 
thought we were asking for. 

postcode being able to catch 
the early ferry is misleading 
as our post already catches 
the early ferry.

I do not understand why 
post, sorted in Paisley, has 
to go by two ferries at a vast 
cost to Royal Mail, when the 
rest of us travel to Paisley by 
road.

Many residents have 
expressed the wish to leave 
our postcode as it is, in spite 
of all the inconvenience that 
is caused by our address 
being Oban.

I still think Royal Mail
could provide us with a 
Highland postcode as is 
given to the rest of Lochaber, 
even if it means our delivery 
is a little later.

However, if this is not 
going to be offered, I feel 
the trouble changing the 
postcode to another Paisley 
one is not worth the effort. I 
do, however, know there are 
residents who are content 
to receive another Paisley 
postcode - and perhaps be 
charged island surcharges - 
as they feel the ommission 
of Oban from the address 
will be most helpful. 

This is why each household 
needs to be consulted and 
the opinion of the majority 
of them put into action. 
Joyce Deness, Lochaline, 
Morvern.

Mull Rally 
outgrown                  
its venue
Sir, 
In common with most 
public debates, the Mull
Rally debacle has polarised 
into two camps - the vocal 
minority and the silent 
majority . 

The vocal minority 
comprises mainly of two 
groups - enthusiasts and 

non resident, whilst the silent 
majority consists of the bulk 
of the island community. 

The vocal minority run the 
old argument that the rally 
injects the ‘island economy’ 
with ‘x amount’ of pounds 
each year. So who exactly 

windfall?

Who among us wakes up 
one Monday morning in 
October with more cash 
in their pockets? Not me, 
and certainly not the silent 
majority. No businesses, 
jobs, or livelihoods are won 
or lost - or more importantly 
sustained - on the strength of 
one weekend a year. 

The reality for the 
disinterested silent majority 
is that the rally brings with it 
closed public roads; our only 
supermarket stripped bare of 
all produce; every pub and 
restaurant inaccessable due 
to extreme overcrowding 
and noise, all day and night, 
mechanical and vocal. 
Residents, particularly the 
elderly, are trapped in their 
own homes for the entire 
weekend. There is a growing 
trend of residents vacating 
the island for that weekend, 
simply to escape the event.

The reality is that the rally 
has outgrown its venue. In the 
past it was a small, family-
orientated event run by a 
handful of car enthusiasts, 
but it has grown into a 
commercial behemoth that 
commandeers and paralyses 
an entire island community 
every year. 

The ‘rally crowd’, however, 
are exactly the type of visitors 
we want to encourage to 
continue visiting the island 
- just not all on the same 
weekend please. I have 
never met anyone who has 
had any negative comments 
regarding the rally goers 
and hope they will continue 
to visit Mull whenever they 
can - rally or no rally. They 
are a credit to their sport and 
have generated nothing but 
compliments the length and 
breadth of the island.
Ian English, Main Street, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull. 

RNLI fund-raising 
in Oban
Sir,
I wish to acknowledge that 
any money raised for the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution over the past 60 
years was as a result of the 
efforts of members of Oban 
Ladies Lifeboat Guild and 
Oban RNLI fund-raising 
branch, past and present, 
together with the lifeboat 
crew.

I also wish to acknowledge 
the support and generosity 
of the people of Oban and 
district to whom all charities 
are continuously grateful.
Isobel Black, Crannaig A’ 
Mhinister, Oban.

Three cheers for 
the late Alfie May
Sir,

and for the writer of his 
interesting and inspiring - 
but unsigned - obituary, The
Oban Times, March 11
Ann Jones, Ulva Ferry.

MANY of us have often wondered if local authorities and 
publicly-owned service providers actually believe that they 
are above the law - irreproachable, untouchable.

Scottish Water faced the force that is Sheriff Douglas 
Small at Oban Sheriff Court when they appeared on charges 
of allowing raw sewage to leak, long and often, into ‘one of 
Argyll’s top holiday destinations’, Tobermory Bay.

The publicly-owned company admitted that they knew of 
the vile, smelly seepage for some time but suggested that 
they did not view the 20-metre long Mull slick covering the 
famous bay as a priority - not because it wasn’t hazardous 
to health; not because it wasn’t offensive in smell and 
sight - but because they didn’t have spare cash to spend on 

court would be an added burden on taxpayers but thankfully 
Sheriff Small lightened their purse to the tune of more than 
£6,000. Will they care, will they notice - both doubtful.

Publicly owned, but not above the law
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Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Brothers save the              
day for bride
TWO LUING brothers braved Friday 
evening’s wild seas to make sure a bride 
on the island of Colonsay had a perfect 
wedding.

Mrs Susan McConnell’s heart dropped 
when she heard that an unexpected 
hiccup in the usually smooth running 
computer system at J Forteith and 
Son of Oban meant provisions for her 
daughter’s wedding buffet had missed 
the boat.

and his brother Alastair picked up 
the buffet for the wedding from the 
company in Oban after they missed the 
boat. The men were working on their 
boat at Toberonochy when their father 
Lachie MacLachlan told them that 
Oban Police Station was on the phone. 

The police knew the brothers often 

if they could help. It took the two 
brothers more than three hours to make 
the journey in the Silver Fern.

‘When we arrived there were 10 
people waiting on the pier from the 

wedding party. They wanted us to go 
for a drink with them but the conditions 
were so bad we had to turn round and 

No one was more pleased to see them 
than Mrs MacConnell. ‘I don’t think 
I can thank them enough, they were 
great.’

Lorraine married Ian Shaw of 
Kilbirnie on the island, after which 
the entire island was invited to join the 
wedding guests in the village hall.

Children cash in for     
Comic Relief

of fund raising efforts around Oban for 
Friday’s Comic Relief charity extrava-
ganza.

At St John’s Primary School pupils 
paid 50 pence to go to school in fancy 
dress for the day.

Most of the pupils took part in the 
challenge and prizes were awarded to 
the best dressed. Primary one pupil 

being a sleek little Cat Woman and 
primary seven pupil Baz Dodds got the 
votes for turning up as a granny. 

A bring and buy sale was also held in 
the morning, alongside a sponsored tea 
taste where head teacher Mary Waltho 
and clerical assistant Karen Mackie had 
to taste and guess a range of fruit teas.

By far the best fundraiser, and most 
pleasant for the teachers, was nine 
older pupils’ sponsored silence.

The sponsored silence raised £213.
A total of £259.92 was raised from all 

the events held at the school.

School took part in a sponsored 
triathlon organised by 12-year-old 
Gemma Meek and her uncle William 
Carnie of Soroba Road.

Gemma and friends raised well over 
£100 for Comic Relief. 

Taynuilt raised £39 washing cars at 
Inverawe Garage.

and Jan Harrison, all aged 11, washed 
cars on Saturday and then hit the streets 
with their cabaret act and went busking 

1995’s Red Nose Day broke previous 
records in raising £10.3 million 
compared with £6.3 million in 1993.

What makes the village 
special for you?
Lochaline is very special to 
me as it has been my home 
for 65 years, with local 
ancestral roots dating back 
for 200 years.

Does it have an interesting 
history?  Compared to many 
west Highland villages of 
similar size Lochaline has a 
fairly unremarkable history, 
unless we recall the fact 
that St Columba while on 
a pilgrimage outwith Iona 
during the latter part of the 
sixth century, gazed down 
from the hill know as Glais 
Bheinn that lies to the east 
of Loch Aline and decreed 
that a place of worship be 
founded on the green sward 
that lay up on the hillside 
one mile above the Sound of 
Mull.

Over the centuries a 
series of churches named 
Kiel – derived from Cille 
Choluimchille, the church 
of St Columba – have been 
erected on this site. Here 
indeed is Lochaline’s prime 
attraction as the visitors 

with names from all over the 
globe, many of whom are 
the descendants of Morven’s 
many 19th century emigrants 
who either unwillingly or 
voluntarily departed these 
shores.

The present church was 
constructed in 1898 with the 
MacLeod window in the east 
end of the building installed 
shortly afterwards.  It depicts 
Christ at the top, with St 
Columba, St Paul and St 
John the Baptist below, with 
a quotation from St Columba 
that states:

Adjacent to the church is 
the Old Session House with 

carved stones from the Iona 
and Oronsay schools, while 
directly in front stands the 
early 14th century Morvern 
Cross carved from a single 
piece of chlorite schist and is 
one of the most outstanding 
relics in the whole of Argyll.

One reliable historical 
source suggests that St 
Columba’s mother is 
reported to be buried in the 
nearby cemetery, as are 
MacInnes’ chieftains and the 
legendary’ Dubh Chal, the 
15th century MacInnes lady 
who ordered the construction 
of Kinlochaline Castle and 
paid her workers with butter 
for their labours.

Centuries ago Morvern was 
a place of some ecclesiastical 
importance, a Deanery in 

and down the west coast, 
while by the end of the 19th 
century Lochaline itself 
supported two churches.

Today the parish is 

MyVillage Lochaline
linked with Ardgour and 
Kingairloch, and Strontian, 
as it awaits the appointment 
to the vacant charges of 1.5 
ministers who will eventually 
take over the pastoral care 
of the linked congregations.  
Before 1830 Lochaline was 
described as a scattering of 
thatched roof hovels where 
abject poverty reigned, 
but around that time John 
Sinclair of Lochaline House 
in Fuinary cleared the tenants 
from his estate, and in a most 
magnanimous gesture for 
landlords of that era, founded 
the village of Lochaline for 
the dispossessed families.  
Ten years later the village 
population was 181 living 
in 51 much more substantial 
houses.
How important is it to the 
region?
Lochaline is the major 
settlement in the Morvern 
area, and contains its only 

and restaurant.
Operating out of the village 
are four dive-support boats 

while the Lochaline Dive 
Centre offers accommodation 
and tuition to the many sports 
divers who visit the area 
to explore the eight major 
shipwrecks that lie on the 

The CalMac car ferry, Loch 
Fyne, that plies between 
Lochaline and Fishnish in 
Mull, operates with two 
local crews of four working 
on a week on week off 
basis.  Other employment 
is provided by various 

Forestry Commission, and 
to a lesser extent, Drimnin 

How would you describe 
the village to someone who 
has never been there?
The outstanding scenery 
is a major factor while 
attempting to describe 
Lochaline’s attractions.  The 
view from the tall granite 
Morvern war memorial 
that for 89 years has stood 
sentinel high over Caolas na 
h’Airde – the narrow strip of 
water that leads into Loch 
Aline – is a sight to behold.  
Higher up above the village, 
just beyond Willow Brae, 

panorama that, panning 
from east to west, reveals 
St Columba’s Glais Bheinn 
with its 1557ft of mountain 
greenery, the waterfalls 
known as the Morvern 
Witches that cascade 
over the Aoineadh Beag 
escarpment, then Ardtornish 
and Duart Castles, across 
Loch Linnhe to the Hills of 
Lorn, round to Mull’s two 
2500ft summits directly 
across from Lochaline and 
ending with the small range 
of lower lying hills that 
reach north west from Salen 
to Tobermory; and all this 

includes a 12 mile section 
of the Sound of Mull.  
Undoubtedly the jewel within 
the crown of the village itself 
is the Morvern Medical 
Centre that was constructed 
in 2004, where Dr Susan 
Taylor and associate GP, 
Dr Frank Gomez, run the 
practice backed by three 
locally based staff and seven 
attached staff from out 
with Morvern.  Whichever 
doctor is on duty provides 
‘out of hours’ cover through 
NHS24, for consultation at 
home or surgery.  Last year 
the practice recorded a mean 
score of 91.8 per cent from 
16 questions posed locally 
based on various aspects of 
patient satisfaction, while 
the national General Practice 
Assessment Questionnaire’s 
mean benchmark score, from 
the same series of questions, 
was 72 per cent.
Were you born in the 
village?
No I was born in 1927 at 
Archattan Priory on the north 

my father was the gardener.  

In 1945 my parents returned 
to their native Morvern to 
manage Lochaline Hotel, 
which at the time was owned 
by Chas Tennant Ltd, the 
company that opened the 
local Silica Sand in June 
1940.  That December I 
began two and a half years of 
conscripted national service 
in the Royal Mechanical and 

in Germany – returning to 
Lochaline in May 1948, and I 
have lived here ever since.
How has the village 
changed since you moved 
there?
The village has changed in 
very many ways since then.  I 

meeting, held in September 
1948 for the purpose of 
electing a committee that 
would inaugurate fund 
raising activities for the 
construction of a village 
hall.  The meeting was held 
in the wooden building 
that was the mine worker’s 
‘Recreation Hall’ and it was 
standing room only as people 
vied with each other in an 

attempt to be nominated 
to serve on the committee.  
Their efforts were rewarded 
in 1957 when the hall, the 
envy of every village in 
the surrounding districts, 
was erected.  Recently, 
at a very poorly attended 
annual general meeting, 

people were present to form a 
new committee and an extra 
ordinary general meeting 
was called for, to take 
place a week later.  Slightly 
more attended this time, 

nominees willing to form 
a committee and effect its 
normal management.  The 
local silica sand mine which 
produced the key element in 
the manufacture of the UK’s 
essential war time optical 
needs, such as gun sights, 
binocular and periscope 
lenses; post war scouring 
powder and Caithness and 
Waterford crystal, and met 
the lucrative Scandinavian 
market for the purest silica 
sand mined in mainland 

total workforce of 50, which 
had fallen to 11 when the 
mine closed in December 
2008. Now its external 
grading, crushing and 
washing plant stands derelict 
and rusting on the west shore, 
in contradiction to Loch 
Aline’s Gaelic title: Loch 
Aluinn – ‘ the beauteous 
loch’. The once buoyant 
Lochaline Social Club is now 
closed on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings, 
while pantomimes, concerts, 
dances and plays are simply 
memories of much more 
active and enjoyable times 
in Lochaline’s former 
entertainment calendar.

Do you have a favourite 
place or building in the 
village?
Yes.  I have the pleasure of 
looking after Lochaline’s 
hazel wood – Coille 
a’Challtain – with its 
spectacular show of bluebells 

springtime.  I take a great deal 
of pleasure from spending a 
few hours each week in this 
arboreal sanctuary with its 
woodland walk, viewpoint 
and picnic site.
Do you have a favourite 
time of the year in the 
village?

variations of colours slightly 
beats springtime as my 
favourite time of year. To 
stand on Lochaline’s old 
stone pier and view the 
changing hues around the 
west, north and east shores 
of Loch Aline, is a truly 

north shore perhaps steals 
the show with the variety 
of autumnal colours to be 
seen on the trees and shrubs 
below Ardtornish House.
What do visitors like about 
the village?
Unfortunately most of 
Lochaline’s visitors are 
transient, going to or coming 
from Mull making time only 
for a quick stop at Jean’s 
Snack Bar down by the 
ferry terminal and giving 
the excellent interpretive 
plaques nearby as much 
time as the departure of 
the next ferry allows.  The 
village needs a combined 
local business organised 
‘Lochaline Brand’ to give it 
much wider appeal.  There is 
one occasion however when 
visitors do come to Lochaline 
in very large numbers 

Long-standing stalwart of Lochaline 

Alistair Scoular explains why this part 

of the picturesque Morvern 

peninsula is so special to him.

Lochaline on the Morvern peninsula.

Pupils at Lochaline School in 1907 pictured with their teachers David Fletcher and Mrs Fletcher.

and that is to the annual 
Morvern Games in Knock 

Saturday of the Glasgow 
Fair Fortnight, with a good 
number remaining to enjoy 

the Gala Week activities that 
follow immediately after 
games day.
Is there anybody famous 
from the village?
Well perhaps not on a global 
scale, but over the years 
the village has produced 
people who have gone 
on to achieve fame in the 
eyes of their relatives and 
local people back home by 
attaining the status of sea 

ministers, doctors, nurses, 
psychiatrists, engineers and 
other professions, in the UK 
and throughout the world.
What are the challenges 
facing the village?
The main challenge at the 
moment is the lack of the 
kind of employment that 
would retain young people 
to have permanent work 
and housing in the area. 

for the construction of 20 
houses at Achabeag, two 
miles west of the village, 
but their occupancy by 
young families is unlikely 
unless there is work in the 
area. If new employment 
opportunities were to arise, 
an added attraction for young 
families would be the new 
£3m primary school that is  
awaiting planning permission 
prior to the commencement 
of its building.

Across
7 Move from one to another (6)
8 Guardian of region (6)
9 Whimper (4)
10 Without restraint, bucket-loads (2,6)
11 Said without mirth (7)
13 Many (5)
15 Inside info (5)
17 Rust (7)
20 Self defence (8)
21 Old Scot (4)
22 Thwart (6)
23 Leaves links (6)

Down
1 Striker (6)
2 Stout fish (4)
3 Aboveboard (7)
4 Bridge support (5)
5 Touched up (8)
6 Go back (6)
12 Pillar to close onto (8)
14 Obliterate (7)
16 Design of curtain perhaps (6)
18 Mum (6)
19 Absolute (5)
21 Agree to! (4)
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Tel. 01967 421220

Lochaline Stores



16 PROPERTY Thursday 25 March 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

14cm x 3 columns
OPTION 1

3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £325

10cm x 3 columns
OPTION 2

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £265

7cm x 3 columns
OPTION 3

3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £205
All adverts include 

free web listing 
until sold

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

ADVERTISE
YOUR 

PROPERTY
FOR

THREE WEEKS
IN OUR NEW PROPERTY 
PAGE STARTING FROM

ONLY £205.

Prices are exclusive 

of VATPrices are exclusive 

of VAT

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Around £97,500

15 Dewar Avenue, Lochgilphead
A bright terraced property forming part of an 
established residential area located within walking 
distance of most principal amenities.
Three Bedrooms
Neat and easy to maintain garden
Sitting/dining room
Electric storage/panel heating
Kitchen   

Some updating may be desired
Bathroom
Ideal starter home

Home Report

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Over £80,000

2 Union Place, Lochgilphead

situated conveniently close to the town centre and 
associated amenities.
Three Bedrooms
Garden to front and rear
Modern Kitchen

Sitting Room

Possible letting opportunity
Large Bathroom with separate Shower
Home Report
Electric heating (to radiators)
D/G

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

For further 
information or to 

arrange a viewing, 
please call 

01631 563158

• Lounge, Kitchen, Shower Room

• 2 Bedrooms, Detached Garage

• Front & rear gardens

• Neutral decor throughout

• Viewing recommended 

Mo Dhachaidh, Ceum Dun Righ, Benderloch
Well maintained detached bungalow in quiet residential area 
some eight miles from Oban.

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers Over £345,000

Adaern Cottage, Crinan Harbour
A charming detached property offering generous family accommodation 
located just a short stroll from picturesque Crinan Harbour.

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE (01546) 602424

Four Bedrooms (2 en-suite) 
Neat and easy to maintain garden
Open plan living/dining with 
double fronted stove
Detached Garage with room above
Fitted Kitchen with 
“Rangemaster” cooker

Conservatory
Master Bedroom with “juliet” balcony
Mooring included in price 
Bathroom
Ideal permanent or second home
Viewing Recommended

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Fixed Price £139,000

Barcaldine, Soroba Mews, Oban
Well Presented Semi-Detached 
Bungalow close to Oban town centre.
• Semi-Detached Bungalow
• Lounge/Dining Room
• Kitchen
• 2 Double Bedrooms
• Bathroom
• Electric Storage Heating

• Double Glazing
• Garden    
• Garden Shed
• Off Street Parking
• Close to town centre

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers around £80,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01586 552317

13 Lochend Street, Campbeltown 

substantial building.
• 2 Double bedrooms 

(one with dressing room)
• Hall 
• Large Living Room 
• Kitchen/Dining Room

• Bathroom
• Gas central heating
• Secondary double glazing
• Garden ground and 

off street parking

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Offers over £78,000
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing call 01586 552317

36 Burnside Cottages, Stewarton, Campbeltown
Semi detached two bedroom property 
in walk-in condition.
• 2 Bedrooms
• Hallway 
• Living room/Dining area
• Kitchen 

• Bathroom
• Fully double glazed
• Electric storage heating
• Garden to front and rear

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8LZ

Tel: 01546 603118  Tel: 07793 810749
Tel: 07799 504790   Fax: 01546 603733

For more information or to arrange a viewing 
please call 01546 603118. 

Or visit us at  www.argyll4sale.net 

Offers Over 
£180,000

• Lounge 
• Kitchen 
• Dining Room/3rd Bedroom 
• Bathroom
• 2 Double Bedrooms 

• Georgian style double-glazing  
• Electric storage heating  
• Half an acre of ground with 
 off-road parking 
• Large wooden garage

Armarlen, By Inveraray, Argyll
Traditional detached stone cottage with stunning elevated views.

North Kelvinside, Glasgow
Raeberry Street

West Coast property service

Offers over £105,000
Telephone 0141 334 9493

popular residential development. 
• Security entrance 
• Communal entrance hall 
• Reception hall with storage off 
• Lounge with space for dining

• Two excellent sized double bedrooms 
• Bathroom with shower 
• Electric heating 
• Communal landscaped gardens 
• Residential parking

WEN100135

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Plot at Calgary
Offers over £75,000
A rare opportunity to purchase a building plot in a unique location 
on the Isle of Mull.  Beautiful rural and distant sea views with easy 
access to local amenities.  Approximately 5 minutes’ journey from 
the famous sands of Calgary Bay.  Planning Permission in Principle 
granted for a dwelling house on the plot.  The plot measures 
approximately 0.75acres (0.30ha). 
Closing Date 12 noon Tuesday 13th April

bellingram.co.uk

Southend Road
Campbeltown

West Coast property service

Fixed Price £199,000
For more information/viewing contact 

07872564238 Or 01586 550428

• 31/2 Miles from Campbeltown  
with private road

• Panoramic views
• Loft area suitable for conversion

large outbuilding
• Walled vegetable garden & patio
• Well worth viewing

AUCTION

HOUSE TO LET
On outskirts of

KINLOCHLEVEN,
with views,

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
unfurnished, fully 

carpeted, white goods in 
kitchen, back and front 

garden. £625pcm. 

Further details: 
Telephone 01855 831900 

after 6pm or 
07909 963667.

TO LET

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Commercial
Glenshellach House
7e Glengallan Road, Oban
High quality modern 

1,500 sq.ft. with car parking

bellingram.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk



OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers over £85,000

No. 11 Polfearn, Taynuilt, Argyll

Accommodation:
• Hall
• Open plan Lounge/kitchen

area

• 1 bedroom with en suite 
shower room

• Designated parking
• Shared amenity ground

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers over £195,000

GLENMORE, Glenmore Road, Oban
Traditional detached cottage in prime 
location. Sea and Island views.

accommodation

 -  2 porches 
(one with adjacent store) , 
hallway, living room, sitting 

room, Study/3rd bedroom, 
family kitchen, bathroom 
Upper Floor – two 
bedrooms and two walk in 
storage cupboards. In need 
of upgrading.

PA77 6XF
Situated only a few minutes walk from 
the outstanding sandy beach and bay of 
Traigh Thodhrasdail on the west coast 
of Tiree.  Both these properties are fully 
furnished.

Fixed Price £200,000

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

A renovated black 
house property with 
large garage, 
3 bedrooms

• Porch
• Living Room
• Fitted Kitchen
• Curved staircase
• Bathroom

Fixed Price of £186,000  Rent - £550 pcm

PA34 4XF

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

•         Utility Room
•         Kitchen
•         Hall
•         4 Bedrooms
•         Wc
•         Sitting Room
•         Bathroom

•         Fully Double Glazed
•         Oil Fired Central Heating with
 Solid Fuel Fire in Sitting Room
•         Driveway
•         Garden to front and rear
•         Wooden Shed
•         Whirly Drier

MacPhee
& Partners

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

Price Guide £445,000

•  Panoramic Countryside Views
• Open-plan Lounge, Kitchen And  
 Dining Room
•  4 Bedrooms (1 En-suite)
•  Two Bathrooms
•  Utility Room
•  Study

•  Double Glazing
•  Oil Fired Under Floor Heating
•  Garden 
•  Garden Shed
•  Parking For Multiple Cars
•  46 Acres Of Croft Land
•  60x40ft Agricultural Shed

Substantial Detached Villa with 46 Acres of Croft land with 
panoramic views to the surrounding countryside.

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Fixed Price £175,000

Attractive Detached Bungalow 
situated on an idyllic island location.

Self Contained Chalet:-

Price Guide 
£260,000

Balvicar, Oban 
An attractively presented Detached House 
pleasantly situated on the fringe of the 
village with delightful rural views over the 
neighbouring farm land towards Balvicar Bay.

Hall, Lounge, 
Kitchen/Dining Room, 
4 Bedrooms, Bathroom,
5th Bedroom/Study, 
Utility Room, Shower Room, 

Good sized garden 
with decking.
Workshop/Store.  
Double glazing, 

Price on Application

Vestibule, reception hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, utility area,
5 bedrooms (3 ensuite), 
study/bedroom 6, 
washroom, shower room. 

Predominantly double glazed.
Mains gas central heating.
Off street parking.  
Large, easily maintained gardens.

Architects and Building Surveyors. In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

bellingram.co.uk
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OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Fixed Price £175,000

• 3 bedrooms
• Entrance hall, kitchen, 
 lounge/dining area, 

• Bathroom
• Fully double glazed

• Electric storage heating 
• Designated parking area 
• Garden to front and rear 
• Patio area 
• Superb panoramic views.

37 Morvern Hill, Oban
Semi detached 3 bedroom property in popular location close 
to primary school campus.   Excellent bus service.

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Fixed Price £120,000

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Offers over £125,000 – viewing recommended. 

Accommodation:

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbslaw.co.uk       Tel: 01586 553737 

Offers Over 
£320,000

approx ¾ acre.  Wonderful views to Sanda Island and beyond.

 • Sun Lounge, Family Sitting Room • Kitchen Diner, Utility Room
 • Master Bedroom Suite • 3 Further Double Bedrooms
 • 5th Bedroom/Study • Luxury Bathroom, Cloakroom

West Coast property service

For more information phone 01631 563305 or 0777 580 8863 or 
email: strathnaveroban@aol.com

Offers Over 
£675,000

Dunollie Road, Oban, PA34 5JQ
Exceptional guest house in enviable trading location on main 
A85 road from Glasgow, the North and the South. 5 minute 
walk to town centre

Views over Oban Bay and the 
Island of Kerrera. Well established 
STB 3 star, thriving business, set 
in its own grounds with extensive 
private parking. 

11 letting bedrooms. Spacious and 
modern owners accommodation. 
Outline planning for self 
catering unit. Viewing highly 
recommended.

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
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UNITED Auctions sold 1621 store 
cattle at their second March Show 
and Sale last Wednesday, plus 58 
cast cows and 794 store sheep

Bullocks averaged 189p (+12.53p) 
and sold to 247.1p per kg for a 
255kg Charolais cross from Calton 
and £1020 for a 622kg Limousin 

Heifers averaged 181.34p (-
6.99p) and sold to 238.6p per kg 
for a 197kg Limousin cross from 
Benmore and £990 for a 546kg 

Young bulls averaged 165.37p 
and sold to 212.1p per kg for 
a 305kg Limousin cross from 
Glen Lyon Estate and £870 for 
a 630kg Simmental cross from 
Lochmalony.

Cast cows averaged 101.97p 
and sold to 128.6p for a Limousin 
cross from Muirside and £945 from 
Hilton of Cardross.

Suffolk hoggs from North 
Amulree and Longriggcroft sold to 
£70, with  Kirkton selling Texels to 
£69.50

Balgowan sold Texel crosses 
to £67.50 with Swinlees selling 
Charollais crosses to £64 and 
Blackfaces to £63.50. Blackfaces 
from West Torrie sold to £60, while 
Tombreck sold Mules to £63.

Mule ewe hoggs in-lamb 
from  Raithhill sold to £102 with 
Texel cross ewes in lamb from 
Baillielands fetching £110 and 
Mules from the same home selling 
to £94.

WHEN members of the 
National Sheep Association 
Scottish Region (NSA) met 
the minister for rural affairs 
and environment minister 
some thought there might 

thought there would be an 
avalanche.

But as MP Richard Lochhead 
was taken to Ben More Farm 
near Crianlarich the winter’s 
bad weather clearly showed 
the minister the devastation 
that winter weather and a 
natural disaster can cause to 
hill sheep farmers.

NSA representatives took 
the minister to the farm to 
highlight the uniqueness of 
the area.

Farms abandoned
Vice chairman Sybil 

MacPherson, of Dalmally, 
said; ‘Ben More is a prime 
example of how legislation 
introduced last year, to 
improve the lives of farmers, 
does not go far enough.

as standard in the Less 
Favourable Areas and 

the payment announced to 
help fragile areas. 

‘The land to the west of 
Argyll is ineligible - yet it is 
a fragile area.’

Ms MacPherson argued 

sale prices was increasing 
the number of farms being 
abandoned.

She said: ‘Last year alone 
there was a 2.2 per cent drop 
in sheep numbers equivalent 
to 10,000 ewes.

‘Hill farming is crucial to 
the landscape. 

‘Farmers are the people 
who manage the land for 

to produce high quality food 
from a pristine environment 
that the consumer wants and 
values.

‘We farm here because 
we love it – not because we 

Debris from the avalanche at Ben More Farm which 
engulfed some of the farm’s livestock - until the snow 
and rubble can be cleared, there is no way of knowing 
how many stock were lost. 16_t13farm2

make money from it. but how 
long will that go on?’ 

George MacPherson said: 
‘In the east of Scotland there 
are other options, including 
dairying, vegetable or cereal 
production. In Argyll, there 
were just two – keeping 
livestock or planting trees.’

NSA Scotland development 
manager George Milne said it 
was perverse that hill farmers 
received subsidies and less-
favoured support to farm their 
areas, but were then paid by 
other government agencies to 
erect fences to keep livestock 
out and cut numbers.

During a question and 
answer session one young 
member asked the minister: 
‘Is there any point in me 
continuing to make a career 
in farming?’

Mr Lochhead said: ‘Without 
farmers the landscape 
of Scotland would look 
very different. There are 
opportunities for farmers to 
become good managers and 
to diversify. There are many 
opportunities for farmers to be 
recognised in a new era where 
quality food and excellent 
production was valued. There 

are also opportunities to 
get in at the ground level in 
making energy.

‘Farming can be a sexy 
occupation for young 
people.’

He went on to say tightening 
budgets and enforceable 
European policy all the 
problems facing hill farmers 
may take huge efforts to 
resolve. He did point to 
the need to maintain food 
production capacity and 
the requirement for skilled 
people to farm the land.

The government were 
looking toward more Forestry 
on the land and he recognised 

in food production and the 
displacement of sheep.

Mr Lochhead announced 
a meeting between himself 
and the young farmers he 
had met during his time 
as a government minister.
  Ben More owners Grant 
and Moira Jolly were told 
that government operatives 
would help them move the 
debris from the avalanche. 

As yet they do not know 
how many stock has been 
lost.

A delegation from the National Sheep Association Scottish Region met with Richard Lochhead government 
minister for rural affairs and the environment. 16_t13farmer1

Sheep association 
members highlight 

mechanism

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 307 store cattle, 16 
breeding cattle and 78 OTM cattle at Dingwall when all classes of 
store cattle increased in value on the previous sale. All classes of 
OTM cattle were slightly dearer on the fortnight.

Bullocks averaged 192.9p and sold to 258p per kg for a 345kg 
Limousin cross from Kennachy Farm, Forss, Caithness, and 
£1,030 for a 675kg Limousin cross from The Laurels, Balblair.

Heifers averaged 189.9p and sold to 254.5p per kg for 275kg 
Simmentals from Torran Farm, Delny, and £1,045 for a 635kg 
Limousin cross from Kindeace, Alness.

Young bulls sold to 173p per kg and £640 for a 370kg Simmental 
cross from Torran Farm.

Breeding cattle sold to £950 for an in-calf Limousin cross from 
Croft of Clune, Newtonmore.

OTM prime and feeding cows averaged 109.2p and sold to 132.5p 
per kg and £1,100 for an 830kg Charolais cross from Torgorm, 
Conon Bridge.

Dingwall sale shows demand still high for 
store and breeding cattle 

Bullock trade rises at Stirling
Texel cross grit ewes sell to £110

JOHN MacCormick of 
Appin in his MF 135 walked 

trophies at the annual Lorn 
Vintage Ploughing Match.

Held this year at Saulmore 
Farm, Connel, courtesy 
of Caroline Ronald, there 
were 32 entries from as 
far as Kintyre, Fife and 
Kirriemuir, with two pairs 
of horses thanks to Neil 
McPhail of Glenbarr and 
Thomas McMillan of Bute.

John MacCormick not 

mounted eight-inch class 
but also the best overall 

levellest and best last six on 

All this won him the 
Ploughman’s Cup, Cameron 
MacFarlane Cup, The Oban 
Times Quaich and the eight-

gallons of oil, £20, a roast of 
beef, a commission voucher 
for Caledonian Marts and 
several bottles of whisky 
which were generously 
shared.

First in the tractor-mounted 
10-inch class was Willie 
Grieve from St Andrews 

plough class was Rab Birrel 
of Fife.

Neil McPhail was declared 

and plough entries, despite 
the fact that a fortnight 
previously in Ireland he had 
failed to be placed while, 
from 30-odd pairs, Tam 
McMillan came second in 
his class.

The judge for the day 
was John Ronald from 
Campbeltown.

The event raised £615 for 
the charity Argyll Beats 
Cardio-vascular Disease 
(ABCD).
Results:
10-inch class: 

John MacCormick, winner of the best overall rig and other trophies, with his 
daughters, Isla and Kirsty and his father Gregor. 15_t13plough05

1 Willie Grieve, St Andrews; 2 
Ian Livingstone, Bute; 3 James 
MacDonald, Connel.
8-inch class: 1 John MacCor-
mick, Appin; 2 Cameron Mac-
Farlane, Oban; 3 Ian Fleming, 
Brechin.
Trailing plough: Rab Birrel, 
Fife; 2 Charlie Campbell, Con-
nel; 3 George Mutch, Perth.
Horse and plough: 

1 Neil McPhail, Glenbarr; 2 
Tam McMillan.
Overall rig: 1 John MacCor-
mick, Appin; 2 Cameron Mac-
Farlane, Cameron MacFarlane, 
Oban; 3 Willie Grieve, St 
Andrews.
Best Start: 1 John Mac-
Cormick, Appin; 2 Donald 
Cameron, Connel.

-

mick, Appin; 2 Willie Grieve, 
St Andrews.
Levellest farrow: 1 John Mac-
Cormick, Appin; 2 Cameron 
MacFarlane.
Straightest furrow: 1 David 
Veitch, Scotlandwell; 2 Donald 
Fraser, Roy Bridge.
Ins and Outs: 1 Donald Fraser, 
Roy Bridge; 2 Ian Livingstone, 
Bute.

MacCormick sweeps the boards 
in Lorn ploughing competition

Thomas McMillan with Clydesdale mother and son, Annie and Jock. 15_t13plough03

Fish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER

=
£139

SAVE OVER 34%

+
Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
worth

£95

Fish Farmer
Digital
Edition
1 year
subscription

Total Value

All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

C. HODGE 
FENCING

01631 563271
All types of fencing

Our timber is treated 
HC4(Ground Contact) and
sustainably grown to meet 

new grant standards.

Our wire fencing systems are 
Tornado or Sentinel, 

the two most innovative and 
enduring products available.

If it doesn’t last it 
wasn’t worth it.

PIGS
FOR SALE

 4 month old,
£35 - £65. 

Two year old gilts in 
pig, easy handled, 

£240.
Tel 01631 730528 

or mobile 
07771588688

Keil Engine Services

This machine is designed similar to a Honda and has a high 
spec. including liquid cooled engine, hi+lo ratio, reverse gear, 

front diff lock, switchable 2-4 wheel drive + road legal.

Tel/Fax  01631 720380 ask for Lachie or Liam
info@keilengines.fsnet.co.uk

All makes Supplied + Serviced + Repaired
Tyres, Brakes, Batteries, Bearings always in stock

NEW IN
STOCK

Kymco 500 4x4 
only £5400+vat

With 2 year 
manufacturers

warranty

AFTER four savage attacks 
on sheep at Gallanach, Oban 
in-lamb ewes have had to be 
destroyed.

A police spokesman said: 
‘The location is regularly 
used by dog walkers.

Mauled
‘Enquiries are continuing 

following the attacks on 
the mornings of January 
21 and February 28 and 
the afternoon of March 7, 
during which four sheep 
were mauled. 

‘The attacks resulted in 
three in lamb ewes having 
to be destroyed.

‘A positive line of enquiry 
is being taken in respect of 

the last incident.’
Commenting on the attacks, 

PC Andrew Simpson said: ‘It 
is extremely important that 
dog owners are responsible 
and keep their pets on leads 

with livestock. 
‘I’d like to take the 

opportunity to remind local 
dog owners not to let dogs 
off the leash where livestock 
is present and to ensure that, 
if you live near farmland, 
that your dog is not allowed 
to be there unattended.’

Anyone with any 
information of any of these 
matters please contact PC 
Simpson on 01631 510500 

Police issue warning 
after dog attacks

FOR SALE
KUHN 600
Fertiliser

Spreader
In good 

working order
Telephone: 

07788537466
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THE GAELIC Nursery at Fort 
William RC Primary School has 
been busy fund-raising for Marie 
Curie Mini Pots of care. 

Parents were invited into the 
nursery for a tea/coffee afternoon, 
for which the children made cakes 
and bookmarkers. 

A total of £206.01 was 
raised.  Nusery teacher Frances 
O’Connell said: ‘The children 
planted daffodil bulbs and have 
been tending them for the past 
few months - just as a Marie Curie
nurse would have looked after her 
patients.’ 

A MOTHER from the Fort 
William area has appeared 
at Fort William Sheriff 
Court accused of neglecting 
two young children in her 
care.

It is alleged that on 
October 3 the woman 

youngsters, both under ten, 
in a manner likely to cause 
them unnecessary suffering 
or injury to their health.

The woman, it is alleged, 
was so drunk that she 
was unable to care for the 
children in a reasonable 

to nearly take hold in the 
kitchen, causing smoke 
damage to the property. 

The case was continued 
until May 13.

A COURT has allowed a Caol man 
to return to the family home after he 
assaulted his wife in a drunken row.

Euan MacDonald had been staying 
with his daughter at 7 MacQuarrie 
Court since being granted bail on 
condition he stayed away from his wife 
Donalda at 20, Glenpane Street, Caol.

MacDonald admitted assaulting his 
wife by pushing her on the body during 
an argument on February 9.

Fort William Sheriff Court court heard 
the couple had been drinking heavily at 
home that day, consuming two bottles 
of whisky between them.

Prosecutor Heather Swan said the 
couple fell out when MacDonald asked 
his wife for a cigarette, only to be told 
there was only tobacco for roll ups. 

He then pushed his wife, who called 
999.

Defending, Stephen Kennedy said 
MacDonald had not been able to go 
home since February 10. ‘They were 
both intoxicated at the time of the 
incident,’ he said, adding that the last 
time MacDonald previously had a 
drink was when his brother came over 
from Uist on September 29.

Sheriff Douglas Small lifted the 
bail order preventing MacDonald 
from returning home and deferred 
sentence for three months, ordering 
him to produce letters from his GP and 
Alcoholics Anonymous to prove he 
was addressing his drink problem.

He told him: ‘It’s up to you and your 
wife Donalda to get this sorted out.’ 

A WOMAN woke up from a drunken stupor on an Inverness
to Fort William bus to assault a bus company supervisor.

Karen Wright had a half empty bottle of cider and an empty 
wine bottle next to her when the bus arrived at Fort William 
bus station on February 22.

The driver unloaded all the luggage, but three bags 

Sinclair Drive, Oban, asleep in the rear seats.
Supervisor Helen Morrison shook Wright, 36, by the leg to 

wake her up, but was met with a tirade of abuse.
Prosecutor Heather Swan told Fort William Sheriff Court:

‘Ms Wright began to swear and appeared to be intoxicated. 
She was disorientated and confused about her whereabouts. 
She kicked Ms Morrison violently on the body, shouting 
and swearing as she did so.’

Defending, Stephen Kennedy said Wright had gone from 
being a social drinker to ‘someone who has a problem now’. 
He said: ‘She is taking steps to tackle her drinking. She is 
ashamed of her actions.’ 

to perform 160 hours of community service.

A WOMAN drink driver 
who failed stop after her car 
hit another vehicle has had 
her sentence deferred until 
April 15 at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

Christine Thomas, aged 
51, of Albyn, Banavie, 
earlier admitted charges of 
driving over the legal limit 
on the B8004 at Banavie on 
December 14 and failing 
to stop and give her and 
the car owner’s name and 
address after a collision 
with another car.

TWO LOCHABER men 

stole a vehicle from a local 
industrial estate and went 
for a joyride.

Michael Gillespie, aged 
19, of 9 Dumbarton Road, 
Fort William, and Scott 
Currie, 20, of 2 Montrose 
Mansions, Corpach,
admitted two charges of 
stealing a key to a motor 
vehicle and taking it from 
the Scotland TranServ depot 
at Annat Industrial Estate,
Corpach, on March 8 or 9 
last year.

Prosecutor Heather Swan 
told Fort William Sheriff 
Court Currie’s blood was 

and the vehicle was later 
traced undamaged in a 
roadside ditch several miles 
away.

Defending, Hamish
Melrose said the pair, both 

keys and went for a run’ 
before leaving the vehicle in 
a lay-by. 

‘It seems what they have 
done is out of character and 
they regret their actions,’ he 
said.

Sheriff Douglas Small 

A FORT William man has been sent 
to a young offenders institution for 
assaulting his girlfriend, trying to 

him and breaching his bail order.
Michael MacDonald, of 71 

Camaghael, Fort William, admitted 
assaulting the girl at her mother’s 
house in Claggan on February 22 by 
seizing her by the body, pulling her 
hair and repeatedly slapping her on 
the head to her injury.

He also pled guilty to attempting 
to pervert the course of justice and 
evading arrest by running away 

breaching a December 21 bail order 
prohibiting him from contacting his 
girlfriend, go near her home or leave 
his own house between 8pm and 
8am.

MacDonald, aged 20, further 
admitted breaking the bail order by 
being absent from his home when 

at 9.57pm. 
Prosecting, Heather Swan told Fort 

William Sheriff Court MacDonald 
and his girlfriend returned to her 
mother’s house at half past midnight 
on February 22. An argument 
broke out between the couple and 

MacDonald was asked to leave, but 
he came back and the row continued. 
‘He grabbed his girlfriend by the 
chest area, pulled her and slapped her 
on the head, causing her to scream,’ 
said Ms Swan.

MacDonald was again ejected and 
ran away from police down to the 

found MacDonald at 5.15am at 
Meall an t-Suidhe.

The young woman had swelling to 
her left cheek, a bump in the centre 
of her forehead and complained of 
pains in her head and bruising to her 
chest. Defending, Stephen Kennedy 
said MacDonald had lost his career as 

an apprentice electrician through his 
offending and his relationship with 
his girlfriend was ‘fairly volatile’.

‘He acknowledges his behaviour 
was totally unacceptable,’ he said. 
‘Both he and his girlfriend love each 
other. It appears that the relationship 
is likely to continue.’

Sheriff Douglas Small sentenced 
MacDonald to a total of three 
months and 30 days detention at 
Polmont young offenders institution, 
backdated to when MacDonald was 
taken into custody on February 23.

The sheriff told him: ‘I strongly 
urge you get yourself in order when 
you get out.’

EIGHT pupils from a South 
Uist school have been 
studying its 134-year history 

the building closes.
The children from 

Stoneybridge School will 
transfer to Iochdar School 
after the Easter holidays. 

An exhibition of 
photographs and documents 
will be on show over the next 
few weeks in Stoneybridge 
Hall.

Pupils are also working with 
Stoneybridge artist Stella 
Whittle on a stained glass 

Harris takes it all in his stride as Ward 2 nurses and consultant Mark Brougham, 
left, receive the cheque from Lochaber High School pupils, from left, Natalie 
Rosie, Shelley MacGillivray, Emma Haines, Mark Fraser, Chloe McGhee, Jonathan 
McCook, Mairi Sandison, Savannah Parton and Harris’s auntie Lilly Confield. Not 
pictured are walkers Daisy Burns and Lisa Petig.

A SHERIFF spared a Fort William man jail for the meantime 
after hearing his plea for clemency from the dock.

Proceedings took an unusual twist at Fort William Sheriff 
Court when Barry Cumming, of 6 Brown Court, addressed 
the court personally during his lawyer’s plea on his behalf.

Cumming, aged 24, earlier admitted breaching the peace by 
trying to stop a man getting into a taxi outside the Claggan
Spar shop on November 5, grabbing its door, kicking it, 
hitting the taxi with a bottle of Buckfast and shouting and 
swearing.

Cumming said: ‘If I get jailed I’ll lose my house and that’s 
the last thing I want. The last thing I want is to go to jail.’

Defending, Hamish Melrose said unemployed Cumming
had had ‘alcohol issues’ from a young age.

Prosecuting, Heather Small said there was ‘ a long running 
feud’ between Cumming and the other man. 

Sheriff Douglas Small deferred sentence until April 15 for a 
social inquiry report and a community service assessment.

He told Cumming: ‘ I want to have more of an insight into 
your behaviour, but that does not mean I won’t send you to 
custody. 

‘Your problem with drinking is going to land you with a 
very long sentence if you do not stop.’

window depicting the life 
and culture of Stoneybridge 
to be mounted in the hall. 

The venue will host a 
special ceilidh tomorrow 
(Friday) night to mark the 
occasion.

The event, from 7.30pm, 
will feature music and 
singing by present and 
past pupils and staff.  Billy 
MacPhee will play at the 
dance and a buffet will be 
prepared by the Pollachar 
Hotel.

Stoneybridge opened in 
1876 as an evening school.

Woman drink  
driver failed 
to  stop after    
collision

LOCHABER High School 
pupils have delivered a huge 
funding boost to medical 
staff battling to save the life 
of a local infant.

The youngsters handed over 
£3,500 to staff at the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children
(RHSC) in Edinburgh after 
completing a sponsored walk 
in the depths of winter.

Twelve pupils decided to 
raise the money after little 
Harris Ross was diagnosed 
with a life-threatening brain 
tumour at the age of only 
seven months.

touched the entire school. 
Depute head teacher Paul 

Reynolds and wife Emma
are close friends with 
Harris’s mum and dad Allan
and Tanya, from Corpach,
while Paul and Emma’s baby 
daughter Ruby and Harris,
now 11 months old, were 
born only two days apart. 

Also, Lochaber High pupil 

auntie - and  Lilly was one 
of the young walkers who 
braved temperatures as low 
as –10°C on Christmas Eve
for their 14-mile hike along 
the Caledonian Canal in aid 
of the RHSC.

The huge sum collected 
allowed pupils to donate 
£2,000 to the RHSC Ward 2 
oncology ward and £1,500 
to the Ward 7 neurology 
ward, which have been 
Harris’s home for most 

of the time during his 
treatment. Allan, who works 

Tanya, recently promoted 
to depute head teacher at 
Inverlochy Primary School, 
are able to stay in special 
accommodation next to the 
hospital thanks to the CLIC
Sargent cancer charity, Mr 
Reynolds said.

Harris is currently 

of the most punishing - of 
six chemotherapy sessions 
following an operation to 
remove the tumour.

‘Harris has one dose to 
go, after which he will be in 
complete isolation for eight 
weeks,’ Mr Reynolds told 
The Oban Times.

‘At the time the tumour 
was diagnosed, they did not 
know if he would survive. 
But he is doing really, really 
well and is bouncing back 
after each dose.’

Praising the efforts of 
everyone involved in 
helping to raise £3,500, 
he added: ‘ This is a 
phenomenal achievement 
for the pupils and the whole 
community. The families of 
both Allan and Tanya Ross 
have asked me to thank 
everyone on their behalf. 
This really has touched 
everyone.

‘Anyone wishing to make 
donations can contact me at 
the school or any member of 
the families.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Lochaber High School donates £3,500 to children’s hospital

Fort William 
mother accused     
of neglecting 
children

Lochaber
joyride duo        
fined £400
each at sheriff 
court

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Man allowed home 
after pushing wife

Stornoway contract awarded

Fort William Gaelic nursery pupils 
raise cash for Marie Curie

Drunk Oban woman woke 
from stupor to kick out at
bus company supervisor

Corpach
baby’s 

life inspires 
pupils

Fort man assaulted girlfriend

Unusual twist in court as man 
makes personal plea to sheriff 

History project brings curtain 
down on South Uist school

Monday to Wednesday: Solo Verse - Girls 
Aged 7 – 1 Morven Gillies, 2= Siobhan 

- Boys Aged 7 – 1 Fraser MacKintosh, 2 
Ruairidh MacDonald, 3= Harvey Allison

Verse - Boys Aged 9 – 1 Lewis MacRae, 2

Robert Burns - Boys - Primary Age - 1 Ki-

10 – 1 Kirstie-Ann Duncan, 2= Keri Sansom, 

Vocal Solo - Girls Age 7 & 8 - 1 Eleanor

- Girls Age 9 & 10 - 1 Caitrin Edmond,

Solo - Boys Age 9 & 10 - 1 Ryan Gunn, 2 

– 1 Hannah MacRae, 2 Emma MacMillan, 3

Girls Age 12 and under - 1 Amy Wright and

Song - Age 12 and Under – 1 Fort William 

- Primary Age - Age 12 and Under – 1 Fort 

Society Scots Song – Primary Age – 1 
Strontian Primary 4-7, 2 Inverlochy Primary 

- Primary Age - 1 Upper Achintore Primary 
7, 2 Fort William RC Primary Gaelic P4/5, 

Music Making - Open – 1 Banavie Primary 
3-7, 2 The MacKillops of Loch Treig, 3

-
ing - Primary Age 1/2/3 Teacher Schools – 1 
Invergarry Primary, 2 Strontian Primary 

1 Fergus Munro, 2 Christopher McCowan ,

of Burns - Boys Age 12 to 14  - 1 Kevin 

-

Strings Solo (Primary) - Intermediate

(Secondary) - Intermediate - Grades 3&4

12 and Under – 1 Sandy Cameron, 2 Oskar 
-

Solo (Secondary) - Open - 1 Rufus Huggan, 2

Instruments - Advanced - 1= Sally Vanden 

Group, Trio or Quartet - Intermediate – 1 

Chamber Group, Trio or Quartet – Senior – 1 
LMS Braes Quartet, 2  LMS Linnhe String 

-

6 and Under – 1 Heather Nicolson, 2 Alex
Souter,
3= Eilidh Galloway, Emma Rowe and 

6 and Under 10 – 1 Liam Sheach, 2 Leo

Solo Verse - Boys Aged 11 and 12 – 1 Ally
Weir, 2 Owen Cairns, 3= Matthew Cunning-

Aged 11 and 12 - 1 Leigh MacGillivray, 

Pianoforte Solo - Beginners -

Elementary – 1 Shannon Graham, 2= Katrin

Pianoforte Solo - Age 12 and Under – 1 Ruari 

Pianoforte Solo - Age 14 and Under - 1 Re-

-

12 and Under -
1= Fergus Munro and Shannon Graham, 2= 

Pianoforte Duets - Age 15 and Under- 
1 Shona MacDonald and Christina Wilkie: 
Strings Solo (Primary) - Beginners – 1 Ryan 

-

Solo (Primary) - Elementary – 1 Francesca 

Duet - Two Stringed Instruments - Begin-
-

tion Dramatised Song - Age 7 and Under - 1
Banavie Primary 2/3, 2=  Spean Bridge Pri-

Dramatised Song - One/Two/Three Teacher 

Dramatised Song - Age 8 to 12 -

Games - Age 7 and under – 1= Inverlochy
Primary 1 Gp 2 and Inverlochy Primary 1 

Solo - Descant Age 10 and Under - 1 Caitrin

Woodwind Solo - Intermediate – 1 Kirsty 

Orchestral Woodwind Solo - Intermediate – 1 

Orchestral Woodwind Solo - Advanced -

– 1 Dayni McConnell, 2=  Amy Cameron and

-

Brass Duets\Trios - Secondary Age – 1 The 
-

bles - Secondary Age – 1 Bandemonium, 2 
-

tions or Schools - Age 8 years and under- 
1= Nether Lochaber SCD Club, and Lochab-

- Age 10 years and under - 1 Nether Lochaber
-

ganisations or Schools - Age 12 years and un-

Country Dancing - Mixed Non- Competitive

or Schools - Age 14 years and under – 1 
-

Organisations or Schools - Age 18 Years 
and Under – 1 Nether Lochaber SCD

Competition - Aged Under 12 - 1Helena

Competition - Aged 13-17 Years - 1Martainn 

- Not less than 3 Players – 1 Flutes in the 

Only) - Secondary Age – 1 Brocken Spectre 

Premier Instrumental Award - 1 Rufus

- Beginners - 1 Caitrin Edmond, 2 Corran
-

ementary - 1 Natalie Brayshaw, 2 Stephanie

Woodwind Solo - Elementary – 1 Re-

Woodwind Duets - Elementary 1Steph-
anieMacLennan and Natalie Brayshaw, 2 

Orchestral Woodwind Trios/Qtets – Elemen-

- Beginners – 1 Annabel Brayshaw, 2 Hannah

Cameron, 2= Thomas Findlay, Anthony Hook
-

Solos - Elementary – 1 Rebecca MacDonald, 
-

- Age 8 - 9 Years – 1 Caitlin Gilchrist, 2 

- 11 Years – 1 HeatherMcAdam, 2 Gabriel 

Dramatisation - Primary 1– 3 - 1 Inverlochy
Primary 3.

Lochaber Music Festival - results A UNIQUE collection of Highland Pipe Tunes has 
been published by the Mid Argyll Pipe Band, with 
foreword by Stuart Liddell.

The Mid Argyll Collection, compiled by Rod 
Buchanan, was released on March 19, adding to the 
band’s catalogue of achievements in its 83 years of 
piping history. The publication is a collection of 
both well known and more recent compositions by 
composers from Mid Argyll, from Dr MacPhail’s 
Reel to new titles including Somerled’s Legacy, 
One Too Many, Golowan and Cheryl’s Wedding. 

The Mid Argyll Collection contains several 
compositions by current or former members of 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band (Rod Buchanan, Tony 
Higgins, Craig Campbell, Colin Brown and 
Geordie Hunter) that also feature on the Band’s 
CD release, Blackwood & Hickory.

Pipe band publish new collection

Murray and Co has been awarded the contract to 
develop the new creative industries and media 
centre on Seaforth Road, Stornoway.

workspace for businesses and individuals working 
within the creative industries and represents 
a major step forward in establishing a ‘media 
village’ in the Western Isles capital.

The construction works include structural 
repairs, replacement of roof coverings, building 

existing building, external landscaping and car 
parking. The target date for the building to be 
occupied is early 2011.

OT
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Orchestral woodwind duet 
(elementary) winners Natalie 
Brayshaw, left, and Stephanie 
MacLennan, both from Lochaber High 
School. 10_f13music01

Trophy   
winners
DCB Maitland Memorial Quaich 
for Vocal ensembles Buidhinn
Feis Lochabair; Lochyside Gaelic 
Choir Trophy for Action songs 
Banavie P2/3; Mary MacPherson 
Memorial Trophy for Action songs 
Roy Bridge P1-4 & Fort William 
RC P4-6; Jane Robinson Cup for 
Primary choir: folk song (age 12 
& under) Fort William Primary 
Choir; Lochaber Choral Union 
Cup for Choirs Spean Bridge 
P4/5 & Fort William RC P6/7 
and GP6/7; Maitland Piano 
Trophy for Solo piano (set pieces) 
Shannon Graham; Lochaber
Music School Primary Trophy for 
Solo strings (Primary age) Rhona
MacKintosh, Jane Mustarde & 
Francesca Rose; Lochaber Music 
School Secondary Trophy for 
Solo violin/viola (secondary age) 
Helena Rose; Jean Cameron Cup 
for Solo cello/bass (secondary age) 
Alice Doogan; Lochaber Music 
School Trophy for Solo strings 
(open) Rufus Huggan
Russell String Duets Trophy for 
String duets Sally Vanden & 
Lucy Doogan; Elizabeth Findlay 
Memorial Trophy for Scots violin 
Euan Wilkie; Chamber Music 
Groups Trophy for String trio/
quartet LMS Braes Quartet; 
Lochaber Strathspey & Reel 
Society Trophy for Fiddle Group 
Lochaber Music School Fiddle 
Group; Mr & Mrs R Tatler 
Recorder Trophy for Solo Recorder 
age 17 & under Caitrin Edmond; 
Millennium Woodwind Trophy for 
Solo woodwind (for the performer 
who shows most potential) 
Kirsty Harrower; Caol Primary 
School Recorder Trophy Upper 
Achintore Primary 5/6; Moyra
M. MacGregor Memorial Trophy 
for Solo woodwind Katrina
Bell; Silver Jubilee Trophy for 
Group Music Making Brocken 
Spectre Ceilidh Band; Margaret 
Adam Memorial Silver Quaich for 
Group Music Making Invergarry
Primary; J.R.G. Bruce Trophy for 
Brass Robbie Thurlow & Sarah 
Innes; John Whyte Trophy for 
brass solos Lindsay Sedgwick & 
Kayleigh MacDonald;
Royal Bank of Scotland Trophy 
for Woodwind or Brass Ensemble 
Flutes in the Fort; Lydia Jackson 
Trophy for clarsach Rebecca Hill; 
Lochaber Cup for Chanter (age 
10 & under) Finlay Cameron; 
William MacLeod Trophy 
for Chanter (age 12 & under) 
Michelle MacKinnon; Kenny
Nicholson Memorial Trophy for 
Bagpipes novice (March) Laura
Paterson; David MacGregor Cup 
for Bagpipes intermediate (March) 
Roslyn Oliver; Archie Kennedy 
Memorial Trophy for Bagpipes 
- 15 & under (March) Sandy
Cameron; Alexander MacDonald 
Cup for Bagpipes - age 15 & under 
(Strathspey & Reel) Andrew 
Hepburn; James Grace Memorial 
Trophy for Bagpipes – 16 to 18 
(March, Strathspey & Reel) James
Rosie; Evan MacRae Trophy for 
1 year Piobaireachd Lee-Anne
Russell; Lochaber Piping Society 
Trophy for 2 year Piobaireachd
Leah Philip; David MacGregor 
Trophy for 3 year Piobaireachd
Sandy Cameron; John MacCallum 
Trophy for Senior Piobaireachd 
James Rosie; Lochaber Pipe Band 
Trophy for Bagpipes - 18 and 
under (Jig) James Rosie; Alec
MacDonald Memorial Trophy for 
Bagpipe Quartets (18 & under) 
Lochaber Schools Pipe Band 
Quartet B; Val Howland - Cairney 
Trophy for Solo verse speaking 
(age 8 & under) Liam Sheach; 
Solo Verse Speaking Trophy for 
Solo verse speaking (age 9-12) 
Leigh MacGillivray; Church
Guilds Trophy  for Bible Reading 
and Dramatisation Inverlochy
Primary 3;
Kilmallie Country Dance Club 
Trophy for Endeavour Lochaber 
Royal SCDS Under 14 Team; 
Margaret Rankine Memorial 
Trophy for Scottish Country 
dancing Nether Lochaber SCD 
10 & Under Team; Junior
Organisations Trophy for Scottish 
Country dancing (age 10 and 
under) Nether Lochaber SCD 
10 and under Team; Lochaber
Young Musician of the Year Junior 
Trophy Helena Rose; Lochaber
Young Musician of the Year Senior 
Trophy Martainn Skene; Premier
Scots Traditional Music Award 
James Rosie; Premier Vocal 
Award Kevin Cameron; Premier
Instrumental Award Rufus
Huggan; Lochaber Burns Club 
Awards  for Singing/Poetry Kevin
Cameron, Jessica Hollas and 
Kieran Mills; Saltire Award 
for Choir: Scots song Strontian 
Primary 4-7 Choir; David C.B. 
Maitland Award for Piano Ruari
Edmond;
Awards for Bible Reading Caitlin
Gilchrist & Heather McAdam.

Lochaber Music Festival winners line up at the end of the concert in Kilmallie Hall. 10_f13music07

Brass solo horn (beginners) winner Siobhan Cameron 
from Upper Achintore Primary.  10_f13music05

Brass solos winners, from left, Ronan Cameron (Inverlochy Primary), Robbie Thurlow, Rebecca 
MacDonald and Sarah Innes, all Lochaber High. 10_f13music04

Frances Whyte, who presented the trophies, receives 
a bouquet on behalf of the festival committee from 
Caitrin Edmond. 10_f13music09

Piper Sandy Cameron 
produced a stirring finale 
at the Grand Festival 
Concert. 10_f13music08

Orchestral woodwind solo clarinet (elementary) 
winner, Rebecca Hickman from Lochaber High 
School. 10_f13music 02

10_
f13music
02

Performers turn on the 
style at festival concert

on a high note last Thursday night when 
an audience of around 250 packed into 
Kilmallie Hall for the Grand Festival 
Concert.

Chairperson Margaret Cairns paid tribute 
to organisers, adjudicators, competitors 
and the public for supporting the 36th 
annual festival, which once again proved 
to be a tremendous success with some 
outstanding talent on show.

What followed echoed those sentiments 
as the appreciative audience was treated to 
24 ‘turns’ from some of Lochaber’s most 
gifted young performers.

In a programme with too many highlights 
to mention, outstanding performances 

group, Rufus Huggan and Martain Skene 
on cello, vocalist Kevin Cameron singing 
Fields of Gold and a truly memorable 
rendition of a Minuet by Kriesler from 
Helena Rose.

Premier Scots traditional music award 
winner James Rosie and Archie Kennedy 
Memorial Trophy winner Sandy Cameron 
respectively opened and closed the concert 

The two and a half hour show concluded 

Frances Whyte handing out the silverware 
to the winners before the enthusiastic 
audience.

Compere for the evening was Lochaber 
Music Festival Association honorary 
secretary Ian Strachan, who introduced 

smoothly - although, as Ian admitted to 
The Oban Times in a quiet moment while 
introducing the trophy winners, his voice 
only just held out to the end!

See page 19 for 
more results.

THE LORN Drama Festival 
showed off the cornucopia 
of talented performers 
who are involved in drama 
throughout Oban and Lorn.

Now in its 13th year 
the festival, organised by 
volunteers from the local 
area, saw 10 companies 
bring together a wide range 
of plays. 

But it was the play 
Bondagers (Act One) by 
Dalmally and Loch Awe 
Drama Club I who caught the 
attention of the adjudicator, 
Bruce Adams.

 Mr Adams, from 
Dunfermline, said: ‘It has 
been a great week with lots 
of comedies, which is nice to 
see. Comedies are often just 

drama. This week people 
have been having a great 
time doing what they love 
– performing in front of an 
audience

‘I have really enjoyed 
four days of theatre where 
we have seen some real 
strength and depth. I think 
this has been an immensely 
well-organised festival. The 
standard of performances 
has been high and the marks 
have been very close but the 
winner is Bondagers.’
Trophies: 
1 The Robin Banks Trophy: 
Dalmally and Loch Awe I, 
2 The Chalmers of Oban 
Quaich: Spotlight, 
3  The Oban Times Silver 
Salver: Dalmally and Loch 
Awe I, 
Highest Marks from Stage 
Set: Dalmally and Loch 
Awe I Bondagers, 
Highest Marks fro Dramatic 
Production: Spotlight Musi-
cal Theatre, 
Adjudicators Award: Lo-
chgilphead J Irreseistable 
Albert,
A Moment in Theatre: 
Benderloch and North 
Connel B (presented for the 
ending)
A Moment in Comedy: 
Benderloch and North Con-
nel A (peeling a banana). 
All photos courtesy of David Price

Dalmally and Loch Awe Drama Club I performed Bondagers (Act One) 

Dalmally victorious at 
Lorn Drama Festival

Appin Drama Group performed Old Fashioned Remedies

Lochgilphead Drama Club Team M performed The Pen of My Aunt

Kentallen and Duror performed Two Fat Men

Far left: Benderloch and 
North Connel Drama Club 
A performed The Fat Lady 
Sings in Little Grimley

Left: Tobermory Drama 
Group performed Bang, 
You’re Dead! 

OT
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COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
DEPLOYMENT OF 15 BUOYS/

LISTENING STATIONS: LOCHABER
Notice is hereby given that Marine Scotland Science has applied to the Scottish Minis-
ters of the Scottish Government, under section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as 
amended by section 36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out a scientific study 
by deploying 15 listening stations suspended from buoys in the following locations:

Description
Buoy 1: Loch Eil
Buoy 2: Loch Eil

Buoy 3: Fort William
Buoy 4: Fort William
Buoy 5: Fort William
Buoy 6: Fort William
Buoy 7: Fort William
Buoy 8: Fort William

Buoy 9: Corran Narrows
Buoy 10: Corran Narrows
Buoy 11: Corran Narrows
Buoy 12: Corran Narrows

Buoy 13: Loch Leven
Buoy 14: Loch Leven
Buoy 15: Loch Leven

Latitude
56 51.450N
56 51.241N
56 50.611N
56 50.327N
56 49.490N
56 49.411N
56 49.254N
56 49.645N
56 43.171N
56 43.124N
56 43.040N
56 42.975N
56 41.301N
56 41.050N
56 41.125N

Longitude
05 19.579W
05 19.688W
05 10.043W
05 09.045W
05 07.317W
05 06.948W
05 06.947W
05 05.897W
05 14.576W
05 14.385W
05 14.802W
05 14.483W
05 10.843W
05 09.978W
05 09.803W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Fort William Library, 
Airds Crossing, High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EU

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the application should be 
made in writing to:

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours Branch, Area 2G 
North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the date of this notice 
quoting reference: 

2SPC\4\5\11

Marine Scotland Science, Freshwater Laboratory, Faskally, Pitlochry, Perthshire

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  
and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building 
Standards Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the date 

of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note 
that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests 

sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

10/00054/FULLO

10/01140/PIP

10/01138/PIP

10/00052/FULLO

10/01145/LBC

10/01066/FUL

10/01087/FUL

Development Address

Land 50M North East of 
Roshinish House
Ballachulish

Land 120m South of 
Banada
4 Upper Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Land adjacent to The Angus 
Centre
Angus Crescent
Upper Achintore
Fort William

Land to North East of 
Alltshellach House
North Ballachulish
Onich

Grahams Manse
Arisaig

Tor Na Beithe
Ardtoe
Acharacle

Sunbeam
Acharacle

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Proposed house site

Erection of 11 Class 4 
Business spaces

Erection of house

Alternative position for the 
installation of two solar 
panels located on a new 
roof to the east elevation 
(Amendment to 09/00458/
LBCLO)

Extension to existing 
house to form two further 
bedrooms

Demolition of existing 
lean-to and replacement 
with 1.5 storey pitched roof 
extension

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Arisaig Post Office
Regulation 5 - affecting 
the character of a listed 
building (21 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, 

PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015     Fax: (01397) 707022   
 e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

NATIONAL FOREST LAND SCHEME

Forestry Commission Scotland wishes to notify community and
environmental groups that it is considering sale of the following
woodland property: 

Name: Glen Shira
Area: 2847 ha (approx) 
Grid Ref: NN 152 141
Location: Inveraray, Argyll

Name: Tyndrum
Area: 147 ha (approx) 
Grid Ref: NN 336 308
Location: Tyndrum, Strathfillan

Enquiries to Ronnie Lee, Forestry Commission Scotland, Tower
Road, Smithton, Inverness IV2 7NL, tel: 01463 791575. 
Full details are being sent to the Community 
Council and Non-Government 
Organisations.

www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS 
AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office 
hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, the location detailed below between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should 
do so in writing to the undersigned within 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/00258/PP
Applicant: Mr David Simcox
Proposal: Demolition of existing porch and erection of new porch
Site Address: 60 Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4RQ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

•Ref No: 10/00259/LIB
Applicant: Mr David Simcox
Proposal: Demolition of existing porch and erection of new porch
Site Address: 60 Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4RQ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

•Ref No: 10/00370/PP
Applicant: Mr J MacKay
Proposal: Installation of septic tank
Site Address: 38 Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4RQ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office 
hours at 67/69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, the location detailed below between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should 
do so in writing to the undersigned within 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence

•Ref No: 10/00227/PP
Applicant: Mr David Russell
Proposal: Erection of extension and alterations to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Ros Gorm 15 Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA48 7TX 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

•Ref No: 10/00372/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Cairns
Proposal: Erection of a side and rear extension, entrance porch and garden shed
Site Address: 6 Campbell Place Portnahaven Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA47 7SQ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven

•Ref No: 10/00389/LIB
Applicant: Mr David Russell
Proposal: Erection of extension and alterations to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Ros Gorm Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute PA48 7TX 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, the location 
detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Written 
comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services Lorn House Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 15/04/2010

•Ref No: 09/01844/AMSC
Applicant: Mr and Mrs G Seaton
Proposal: Approval of conditions 1, 4 and 5 relative to outline planning permission reference 
08/00109/OUT.
Site Address: The Whins C25 Bonawe Road Through North Connel From A828 Junction To Access 
Track To Inion North Connel Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1RA
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00319/PPP
Applicant: West Highland Housing Assoc. Ltd.
Proposal: Site for the erection of affordable housing as previously approved under outline planning 
permission reference 06/02023/OUT
Site Address: Land West of Baliscate Industrial Estate Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00335/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Robert Paton
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse and detached garage/self contained flat
Site Address: Land North East of Mill Farm House Barcaldine Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1SE 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00359/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs D Nee
Proposal: Erection of a dwelling house
Site Address: Mutiara Clachan Seil Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4TL 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

•Ref No: 10/00361/PP
Applicant: Michael Forster
Proposal: Erection of a dwelling house
Site Address: Land North East Of Ardchiavaig Cottage Uisen Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute  
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull

•Ref No: 10/00449/PP
Applicant: Kelvin K Nevison
Proposal: Installation of septic tank
Site Address: The Parsonage Ardbrecknish Dalmally Argyll and Bute PA33 1BH 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public 
document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published 
on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the 
sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, LAND NORTH OF PINE COTTAGE, 
TERVINE, KILCHRENAN, ARGYLL TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 
NO. 02/09
The above Authority under Section 163 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 has 
made a Provisional Tree Preservation Order which takes effect on 18th March 2010 and hereby gives 
notice that:-
1. The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of a ground of mature 
 deciduous trees situated on Land North of Pine Cottage, Tervine, Kilchrenan, Argyll and 
 considered by the Local Planning Authority to be of considerable merit and contribute to the 
 overall setting of the property and the local area;
2. A certified copy of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order and map has been deposited at Argyll and 
 Bute Council Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll and may be 
 inspected during all normal working hours;
3. Objections and representation with respect to the Provisional Tree Preservation Order may be 
 made to the undersigned in accordance with Regulations 7 of the Town and Country Planning 
 (Tree Preservation Order and Trees in Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Regulations 1975, which 
 Regulations state that:-
 (1) every objection or representation to the Planning Authority with respect to an Order shall 
  be made in writing, shall state the grounds thereof, and specify the particular trees, groups 
  of trees, or woodlands in respect of which it is made.
 (2) an objection or representation shall be duly made if it complies with paragraph (1) of this 
  Regulation and is received by the Planning Authority within 28 days from the date of the 
  publication of the Notice by advertisement.
4. The Tree Preservation Order shall take effect provisionally on 18th March 2010 and shall continue 
 in force until
 (i) the expiration of a period of 6 months beginning with the date on which the Tree 
  Preservation Order was made or
 (ii) the date on which the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, whichever first occurs.

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, LAND AT LOCH AWE, ARGYLL, TREE 
PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 04/08
Take notice that the above Authority in terms of the powers conferred upon them by Section 161 
of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 has confirmed the above Tree Preservation 
Order which took effect on 21st October 2008, without modification.
A Certified Copy of the said Tree Preservation Order and map, as confirmed, have been deposited 
at Argyll and Bute Council’s Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll 
and may be inspected during normal working hours for a period of 28 days from the date of this 
advertisement.

Susan Mair, Head of Legal and Protective Services

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Charles
Kennedy MP 
Serving Ross, Skye & Lochaber 

Advice Surgery  
The Tongadale Hotel, Wentworth Street, 

Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9EJ.
Saturday 27th March   
2.00pm to 3.00pm

No appointment necessary
Or get in touch with my office at any time: 
5 MacGregor’s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9HS
Phone: 01349 862152 Fax: 01349 866829
Email: charles@highlandlibdems.org.uk

APPRENTICE STONEMASON - OBAN
Starting Salary £13530.  Band A pay range 

£13530 - £15259.  Ref: HSC/10/073 

Workboat Skipper/Manager Required
Inverlussa Shellfish Ltd is looking for a suitable person 

to operate our workboat in Oban/Loch Linnhe area. Any 
applicants will be expected to

Have a flexible approach. 
Have practical ability.

Good organisational and management attributes.
Capable of planning the vessels work schedule.

Good communicator. 

We will be offering an attractive remuneration. 

For further information, please contact us for details.
Inverlussa Shellfish Co Ltd

By Craignure
Isle of Mull

01680812436
helen.wilson2@btconnect.com

POLLUTION PREVENTION AND 
CONTROL ACT 1999

POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000

In accordance with paragraph 5 of Schedule 4 to the above Regulations, 
Notice is hereby given that application has been made to the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) for a Permit under regulation 7 of 
the Regulations by LIGHTHOUSE CALEDONIA LTD in respect of activities 
being carried out namely WASTE INCINERATION in an installation at 
GIGHA FISH FARM, HIGHFIELD, ISLE OF GIGHA.

The application contains a description of any foreseeable significant 
effects of emissions from the installation on the environment. 

The application may be inspected, free of charge, at SEPA Graesser House, 
Fodderty Way, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, IV15 9XB between 0930 
and 1630 on working days. Please quote Reference No PPC/B/1081911. 

Written representation concerning this application may be made to SEPA 
at the above address, or sent to e-mail address registrydingwall@sepa.
org.uk and if received within 28 days of this Notice, will be taken into 
consideration in determining the application. Any such representations 
made by any person will be entered in a public register unless the 
person requests in writing that they should not be so entered. Where 
such a request is made there will be included in the register a statement 
indicating that representations have been made which has been subject 
of such a request.

The Annual 
General Meeting 
of Oban Hospice 

Limited
Will be held in the 
Undercroft, Church 
of Scotland Centre, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban  
on Monday April 19, 2010 
at 7.30pm.

The meeting is public and 
all interested parties will 
be warmly welcomed.

Papers for the AGM can 
be examined, during 
normal business hours, at 
the Hospice’s Registered 
Office:

R A Clements 
Associates, 5 Argyll 
Square, Oban PA34 
4AZ Q. Goldie OBE, 

Secretary

Mrs Catherine MacDonald 
has applied to decroft part of 
the croft at 2 Portnaluchaig, 
Arisaig & Moidart extending 
to 0.205ha for the purpose of 
a site for a new house.  Ref:  
4.86.22804

If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofterscommission.org.uk,, 
by 28 April 2010 quoting the 
above case number.  

A copy of any valid comments 
will be served on the 
applicant.

NOTIFICATION OF 
COMMISSION DECISIONS 

ON APPLICATIONS TO 
CREATE NEW CROFTS

1.  Application by Fergus 
Wilkie, owner of The 
Park, Kilkerran Road, 
Campbeltown Approved.

Parties with an interest 
in any of the above 
applications may 
appeal our decision 
to the Scottish Land 
Court  within 42 days.  
Information on how to 
appeal is available from 
the Crofters Commission.

Vacancy

Quality Systems Auditor
Hours: 40 hours per week

Salary:  Dependent on skills and experience
Location: Negotiable 

Mainstream Scotland Limited farm fish across the length of Scotland today to the 
highest standards and is committed to truly sustainable aquaculture.  An exciting 
opportunity has arisen within our company for a ‘Quality Systems Auditor’.  
The position will require the successful applicant to assist the development and 
implementation of our Quality systems to achieve and maintain ISO accredita-
tion, with ability to complete audits and compile reports for the systems in place 
throughout the Organisation. Due to the location of our sites a full driving license 
is requisite to this position.
You must be able to demonstrate the ability to work within a small team.  You 
should be self-motivated, have excellent communication skills and have the ability 
to manage your own workload effectively: with well developed skills in Microsoft 
Office. Candidates should have auditing experience (a formal qualification is es-
sential). Knowledge of quality systems and familiarity with food production or fish 
farming would also be beneficial.
Duties must be carried out in a consistent manner and to a high standard that will 
comply with all Food Hygiene and Health, Safety and Environmental legislation, 
along with current welfare recommendations.
If you feel you have the experience required to contribute to a progressive, results 
orientated company then please send your application to:
Vicci Laird, Human Resources Manager, Mainstream Scotland, Crowness Point, 
Hatston Industrial Estate, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1RG.
Electronic applications welcomed – vicci.laird@mainstreamscotland.com
Closing date for this vacancy is Thursday 8 April 2010.

Store Manager – McCaigs Oban
We are a successful retailing company with an ongoing 
commitment to investment in our employees and in the 
growth of our business.
We have an exciting opportunity in our McCaigs Warehouse, 
Oban for a Manager who can achieve profitable results through 
motivating and inspiring a team to be customer focused and 
passionate about delivering excellent customer service.
The successful applicant will be offered good working 
conditions and all the other benefits associated with a 
successful and progressive retail company.
Send your CV and covering letter to: Jane Edmond, HR 
Department,
The Edinburgh Woollen Mill Group Ltd, Waverley Mills,
Langholm, Dumfriesshire, DG13 0EB;
Email: jane.edmond@ewm.co.uk
Closing date: Friday 9th April 2010.
We are an equal opportunities employer.
www.ewm.co.uk

West  Highland Housing Association Ltd.
Comunn Thigheadais Na Gaidhealtachd An Iar

Margaret Cullen, Technical Co-ordinator
West Highland Housing Association Ltd., Crannog Lane, OBAN, PA34 4HB

Tel:  01631 566451   Fax:  01631 565711
Email:  mail@westhighlandha.co.uk    Web:www.westhighlandha.co.uk

questionnaire prior to inclusion on a tender list.

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
MOORINGS AREA: LOCH ETIVE

Description Latitude Longitude

(WGS84)

RECRUITMENT
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Closing date: 9 April 2010.
To apply visit our website

Service Offi cer
£30,823 - £33,724 Lochgilphead Ref: OSR00793
Waste Management

Clerical Assistant
£14,216 - £15,074 Oban Ref: OSC00105/R1
This post is temporary for a period of up to one year

Catering Assistant
£6.92 per hour Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: OSF21078
Arinagour Primary School - Coll, Term Time, 
10hrs per week

01546 604034

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on 
matters relating to the natural heritage. 
The natural environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, 
health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote 
its sustainable management and to encourage people to access and enjoy
it responsibly.

Area Officer Mull, Coll & Tiree
Starting salary £19,338
Oban or Lochgiplhead
(Ref: 071-016)
You will undertake casework officer duties on Scottish Rural Development
Programme – Rural Priority Scheme applications within designated sites.
As key contact with scheme applicants, you will assess statements of intent,
submitted and confirmed formal applications, and provide feedback to the
Regional Priority Area Committee as requested. As the lead on the Nature
Conservation Act review programme for designated sites within the Mull Coll
and Tiree area, you will administer and deliver the reviews in liaison with
SNH colleagues. You will also contribute to the delivery of the Joint Working
Programme on designated sites in unfavourable condition in the area, meeting
relevant customers to discuss and progress positive land management
initiatives arising from SSSI management statements and site condition
monitoring results.
With a minimum of Degree qualification or equivalent in a related subject
such as ecology, geography, landscape, countryside management,
agriculture, planning or species, you will possess knowledge of relevant
national and international legislation, including that covering nature
conservation, access and planning as well as knowledge of local land use
and natural heritage issues, including an understanding of designated sites,
wildlife management, community partnerships, and the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code. As well as having good communication skills, you must have
good computer skills, with experience of using Windows XP package
including MS Word and Excel.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date will be 18th April 2010.

snhjobs.co.uk

Alzheimer Scotland is the leading dementia organisation in 
Scotland. We fight for the rights of people with dementia and 

their families and provide an extensive range of innovative 
and personalised support services.

Make a real difference:
help us to make sure no one 
goes through dementia on 
their own

www.alzscot.org

Development Workers (2 posts)
1 Highland, 1 Argyll & Bute

£23,080 - £25,550
Flexible contract 35hrs per week

Fixed term 2 years
Specialist Dementia Support for Families, 

Carers and Communities
Alzheimer Scotland in conjunction with Big Lottery 
Funding seeks two very special people to join us and take 
the lead in this exciting new initiative.
The project will involve families and carers in identifying 
the challenges to accessing dementia specific carers 
support, advice and information, especially in remote, 
rural and isolated areas and identify current community 
resources and models of good practice.
You should be dynamic, able to work on own initiative 
and have excellent people skills.
Full driving licence and access to a car essential for travel 
throughout each region. Office base to be determined. 
NB: Argyll & Bute exploring base in Oban.
Application packs can be downloaded from our website 
www.alzscot.org
Closing date: 9th April 2010
Interviews: week beginning
19th April 2010
Postholders will be subject to enhanced 
disclosure Scotland verification.
Alzheimer Scotland aims to be an equal 
opportunities employer.
Scottish Charity no. SC022315

Argyll & Bute 
Citizens Advice Bureau

Administrative Assistant
Salary: General Grade 2 £14,241 

pro rata + 6% pension
Hours: 15 per week over 3 days
Based: Lochgilphead

Motivated person required to co-ordinate the 
bureau’s clerical & administrative systems.  
Excellent written and oral skills essential as is an 
ability to work as part of a team. 

Further information and application packs: 
Tel. 01546 605551 or info@abcab.org.uk 

Closing date:  7th April 2010 
Interviews:    16th April 2010

Scottish Charity No: SC030477

CRARAE GARDENS
VISITOR CENTRE/SHOP ASSISTANT

Seasonal Part Time Position. Required Early April 
to mid August. 20 hrs p.w.

For job description and application form, please 
telephone 01546 886614, or write to the Visitor 
Centre Manager, The National Trust for Scotland, 

Crarae Garden, Minard, Inveraray, Argyll. PA32 8YA

Research Support 
Scientist
Microbial & Molecular Biology 
Department
Full Time, Fixed Term 
Appointment – 3 years
Salary £16,750 – £18,641 per annum

An opportunity has arisen for a versatile, practical 
biologist/ microbiologist, who will be involved with the 
development of systems for the detection and control of 
protozoa grazing in algal biofuel production systems.

We are looking for someone with an enthusiasm for 
learning and developing new skills.  The post will primarily 

biofuel projects, but will also occasionally provide support 
to the department.

General enquiries for above post should be directed to 
Dr John Day jgd@sams.ac.uk 

Further information, including application form, is 
available on line at www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, 
please write to: Human Resources, Research Support 
Scientist, Job Ref D12.09/JD, The Scottish Association 
for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, 
Argyll PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

The closing date for receipt of applications is 
Friday 9th April 2010
Interviews will be held week beginning 19th April 2010
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has 
an equal opportunities policy and welcomes applications 
from all sections of the community.

Halfway Filling Station
Dunbeg, Oban

Sales Assistant Required
7 night shifs (11pm - 7am)

 plus 5 Day shifts (7am - 3pm) 
over a three week rota

Contact Mr D Campbell 01631 570300 or 
at above address for application pack.

Admin
Secretary
with extensive 

commercial and also 
schools experience 

available for 
term time, temp 
and longer term 

assignments.
Refs available
Tel Marion 

07990940291

Driver/
Storeperson

Oban Depot - Apply to Mr C McDonald 
Telephone 01631 563 711

Permanent full time position
Full clean driving licence required 

• Good rates of pay

Tele Sales
Full time permanent position

Office experience would be benificial but 
not essential as full training will be given.
Applicants must be able to demonstrate 

good communication skills and telephone 
manner.

Immediate start.
Cameron McDonald,
01631 563711

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of farmed Atlantic 
Salmon from its farming operations throughout the West Coast and 
Northern Isles of Scotland. Based at Mallaig, we are now looking to 
recruit a member of staff to our Loch Nevis farming team.

MARINE HUSBANDRYMAN
Ideally, the candidate will be experienced in aquaculture and fish 
welfare, but consideration will also be given to those applicants 
who offer relevant, transferrable skills and be prepared to take on 
further training. A high standard of workmanship is a must, as well 
as enthusiasm to accept new challenges within a dynamic and 
supportive team structure. In return we will offer an excellent salary 
and benefits package.
All applicants are required to have a full, clean drivers licence.
Application packs can be obtained from: 
Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or 
email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com
Closing Date: Friday 02 April 2010

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of farmed Atlantic salmon 
with its farming operations throughout the West Coast and Northern Isles of 
Scotland. To be the best in our field, we need to recruit and develop the best 
staff. We are currently looking for a skilled and highly motivated individual to 
lead our engineering team based at Barcaldine, near Oban.

MULTI-SKILLED ENGINEER
(Salary in the region of £30k)

The ideal candidate will have a recognised qualification in mechanical 
engineering with experience of small engines and plant, hydraulics, fork lift 
trucks and lifting gear. 
Applicants must be able to demonstrate competences in planned maintenance 
programmes and record keeping, cost-effective spares procurement and stock 
control. It is essential that all tasks are completed in a professional manner 
with H&S requirements and good house-keeping practices underpinning all 
activities.
As team leader, good communication and interaction with other team 
members is essential. We expect the successful applicant to be a self starter, 
highly motivated and with a positive attitude.
Scottish Sea Farms operates and maintains a fleet of 17 coded workboats 
within this area and therefore relevant marine engineering experience would 
be a key advantage. 
All applicants are required to have a full, clean drivers licence.
Application packs can be obtained from: 
Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com
Closing Date: Friday 02 April 2010

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of farmed Atlantic salmon 
throughout the West Coast and Northern Isles of Scotland. Many of these 
Salmon are processed, for our customers, through our ultra-modern filleting 
plant at South Shian, Oban. Due to steady growth of product, we are looking 
to recruit a: 

FILLETING TEAM LEADER
Reporting to the Filleting Manager, the Team Leader will form a supportive role 
with the existing supervisory team and to assist with the smooth and efficient 
operation of the department. The successful candidate will demonstrate a 
mature approach to responsibility and be able to lead others by example in 
all aspects of hygiene and health and safety.

This role is very much “hands on” and will involve constant line monitoring to 
keep production moving and reporting of performance through computerised 
production packages. Also, the role will support the training and coaching of 
other team members so good people skills, self-motivation, and confidence 
are essential characteristics. 

Previous operational experience of high-speed, high-volume processing 
within a similar working environment would be an advantage and would be 
built upon further with a full training programme. 

If you are interested and confident that you can fulfil this role and wish to 
receive an application pack, then please apply to:

Application packs can be obtained from:    

Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com

Closing Date: Friday 2 April 2010 Hire Desk Co-ordinator
Based: Oban               Salary: Excellent

customers contacting the John MacLachlan 
Group. You will deal with sales enquiries, 
contribute to the preparation of quotations 
and schedule deliveries via our computerised 
systems. Ideally you will have a construction/
building supply industry background, a positive, 
customer orientated approach and the ability to 
work under pressure in a busy, dynamic and fun 
environment.

package together with the opportunity for career 
development. Interested -please email your CV and 
salary details to susan@jmaclachlangroup.co.uk.

JOHN MacLACHLAN
GroupTorran Gorm Industrial Estate

Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL
Tel: 01631 566370  Fax: 01631 566758 ESTABLISHED 1919

Due to expansion the 
Floorshop Oban Ltd are 

seeking a motivated

Salesperson
This is a full time permanent position

Please apply in writing to the Floorshop, 
12 Mill Lane, Oban, PA34 4HA.

DMS, the market leader 
in Mortgage Arrears 

Counselling require Self 
Employed

Experienced
Field Agents

in the local area. The 
successful applicant 

will be professional with 
arrears experience and an 
excellent TCF approach. 
For details please call 

Alison Hogarth 
on 01635 517013

HILL SHEPHERD/
MANAGER

RORO ESTATE, GLENLYON, PERTHSHIRE
Person required to take charge of 1400 

Blackface ewe organic enterprise together 
with day-to-day Estate Management and 
maintenance.  Stalking experience useful 

but not essential.  Traditional detached 3/4 
bedroom house provided.

November term or earlier by arrangement.
Applications in writing to:

H A Jones, Edwin Thompson LLP, 
Chartered Surveyors, 76 Overhaugh Street, 

Galashiels, TD1 1DP
e-mail: galashiels@edwin-thompson.co.uk

Regional Manager – Shetland
Scottish Sea Farms Ltd is one of Scotland’s leading international aquacul-
ture companies and represents 24% of the total production of Atlantic farmed 
salmon in Scotland.

We are looking to recruit a high calibre, dedicated Production Manager for 
our operations in Shetland who will join a dynamic management team report-
ing directly to the Managing Director.

Based in Shetland, you will be widely experienced, self-reliant and have at 
least 5 years management in a demanding aquaculture environment.  You 
are individually results focused and at the same time capable of developing 
a winning team culture. 

With responsibility for 10 marine sites and support services, you must be able 
to demonstrate an impressive career to date along with a forward-looking 
innovative approach across all key marine production parameters. You will 
be target driven and will value and be pro-active in all aspects of health and 
safety. A strong motivation to achieve financial, biological and environmental 
excellence and an appreciation of the value of staff development will be a 
pre-requisite of the role.

You will have competence in infrastructure management and be sensitive to 
the needs of local stakeholders.  Scottish Sea Farms Ltd are a major local 
employer and you should be committed to ensuring that the Company plays 
it full role within the local community.

If you have the experience we require, the energy, drive, imagination and 
skill to develop our business please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or 
claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for more information.

In return for your commitment to us we will offer an impressive salary and 
benefits package.

Closing date for applications is Friday 16th April 2010.

Islay and Jura Council of Voluntary Service are 

post of 1 year at a salary of £25,000 per annum.
The Board of the I@JCVS is looking for an experienced manager who has an 
in depth knowledge of the voluntary sector, a sound knowledge of fundraising 

enthusiasm to lead this organisation into its next phase of growth.

Application details and information from Ann Pilley  I@JCVS E mail ann@
capilley.greenisp.org. Closing date for applications 12 April 2010.

Customer Services Assistant (2 posts)
Lochgilphead & Oban
Salary Grade 7 £15,399 – £17,111 35 hours per week
Temporary contracts to 30th June 2011

You are required to hold 3 Standard Grades or equivalent and/or a 
secretarial or administrative qualification, along with relevant work 
experience and aptitude.

Modern Apprenticeship – Finance Team
Lochgilphead
Salary Grade 8 (£12,740 - £14,014 per annum) 35 hours per week

The Association is keen to provide  a Modern Apprenticeship in 
business administration and numeracy.  The duties of this post will 
involve administrative tasks as well as studying towards a Scottish 
Vocational Qualification up to Level 3.

For further information and a recruitment pack:
Go to the Recruitment section of the Association’s website at 
www.acha.co.uk;
Email fiona.connor@acha.co.uk; or
Contact the HR & Corporate Services Department, 63/65 Chalmers 
Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, Tel No 01546 604098.

Closing Date for Applications: 
12 noon on Tuesday 6 April 2010

Interviews will be in April.

ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the community and 
is committed to promoting equal opportunities.  This post will be 
subject to a Disclosure Scotland check.

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
Committed to creating home and places across Argyll & Bute where 

people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

BAR STAFF REQUIRED
1ST MAY TO 30TH SEPTEMBER

£6.50 per hour

Working from 11am to 7pm and 4pm to 1130pm
Must have experience of bar work, 
cash handling/credit card machine

Will be working in busy yacht marina, Waypoint Bar & Grill.
Complimentary shuttle from North Pier, Oban

Applications to: Susan Deacon Tel: 01631 565333 or
Email: info@obanmarina.com

are looking for carers to work in The Oban Area
Rate of pay from £9.10/hour – 

Various hours available
Alternate weekends essential

Application forms from 01631 569 550

Registered with Scottish Care Commission
Applications subject to 

Disclosure Scotland vetting.

CARERS DIRECT
LIMITED

AN INDEPENDENT PROVIDER 
SPECIALISING IN CARE AT HOME
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MINI COOPER 
CLUBMAN DIESEL

£11,999

Very good condition; 2 years old (’08); Still under BMW/Mini Warranty; Pepper Pack, includes 
air condition, too many extras to list; TLC Pack (free services); Run-flat tyres; Road Tax only £35 

per year; Up to 80mpg; Full Service History; Bargain price for quick sale.

Tel: 01631 750140

£600 o.n.o.

R reg, one previous 
owner, 56,000 miles, 

MOT and taxed till July 
2010, good runner.

Telephone: 
07944372684

FIAT 
PUNTO

2008 ACE JUBILEE 
ABBASSADOR 2 BERTH

£10,500 o.n.o.

No smokers and no dogs, blown air heating, microwave, 
stereo system, full shower cabinet, cassette toilet, load of extras, 

new condition, motor mover fitted ready to go.

Telephone Crieff: 01764 650 308

HISTORIC CLINKER LAUNCH 
“ROSE OF ARGYLL”

Asking price £20,000

The last clinker boat built by Donnie Currie 
in Oban, keel laid in 1984, completed in 
1985. 6.1m (20 feet). Larch planking on 
steamed oak timbers, oak keel & dead-
woods. Recent Beta Marine 28hp diesel 

engine, only 90hrs. Brand new Indespen-
sion 3.5 tonne double-axle trailer. Full fold-

away canvas cover with windows. Good 
inventory including anchors, fenders, warps 
etc. The boat is in very good condition and 
is ready to use now. Painted and varnished 

this winter. Only 2 owners from new, a 
unique opportunity to obtain a piece of 

West Highland history - not many of these 
clinker launches left in this condition.

All enquiries to Ruaridh MacCallum on 
01546 810030 / 07825 588744 / 
info@westcoastyachting.co.uk.

More details and pictures at 
www.westcoastyachting.co.uk

£550

Petrol 1991, red, new 
tyres, new Tonneau 

cover, battery, e/sunroof, 
cd +stacker, private 
plate, very smart, 

excellent mechanics, 
needs mot, all workshop 

manuals, mine from 
new, reluctant sale, 

now retired.

Telephone: 
 07742 045 244

TOYOTA 
PICK UP 2X4

£700 o.n.o.

1.8ltr, x reg, 2001year, 12 months 
mot, 12 months tax, full service, 

very reliable runner, 80.000 miles, 
cd player, alloy wheels, central 

locking, burgandy.
Telephone: 

07787214027

VAUXHALL 
VECTRA CLUB

YACHT FOR SALE
SK700 MICHEAL THE MINITONNER

£3500 o.n.o.

Good reliable racing boat, plenty of sails, 2 berths
Tel: 01631 770240 after 6.00pm 

or 07900 872588

BESSACARR 
E425

£19,000 o.n.o.

Oct 03, one owner, 20,500 miles, 2L diesel, 
bike rack, roof rack, security, awning, TV aerial, 

heater and many more features.

Tel: 01631 562734

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 1500 miles ................£12,500
09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles ................................£8,150
08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles ..... £9,500
08 Renault Modus Exp. 1.2 TCE, beige, 17000 miles .......................£7,750
07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750
07 Renault Megane Expression 1.9DCi Saloon, 22k miles, gold ........£8,250
07 Renault Megane Dyn hatchback, 1.4, black, 9300 miles .............£6,995
07 Renault Clio Exp. 1.4, 3dr,  red, 38,000 miles .............................£6,250
56 Renault Clio Dyn. 1.4 5dr silver 25,000 miles  ............................£6,595
06 Renault Megane 1.6 5dr, cherry red, 36,500 miles…….  .............£6,495
03 Renault Megane Dyn 1.6, 5dr, hatchback, blue, 41500 miles ......£2,950
52 Renault Megane Fidji 1.6, 5dr, green, 71,500 miles .....................£2,695
06 Peugeot 2007 Sport 1.4E, 3 door in blue, 31,000 miles ...............£6,350
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650
54 Renault Clio exp. 1.4 5dr, green, 32,000 miles ............................£4,850
04 Renault Kangoo Auth. 1.2  silver, 61,000 miles ............................£3,950
04 Ford Ka 1.3 blue, 41,500 miles ...................................................£2,650
53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82500 miles .............................£3,650
02 Rover 25 TD, blue, 31,000 miles ................................................£2,250
52 Vauxhall Vectra LS 1.8, 5dr hatchback, 55k miles, blue ...............£2,650
Y Reg Suzuki Grand Vitara, 1.6 red 49,000 miles .............................£2,750

COMMERCIALS

03 Renault Master SL28 DCI fully insulated with chiller unit  ....£4500 +VAT
X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

£1,700 o.v.n.o.

4/5 berth (possible fixed bed), 
3 way fridge, Carver heater, 
(blown air), cassette toilet, 

shower, full awning.

Telephone: 
01397 704361 or 

07812 676025

BAILEY SCORPIO 
AVERGENE

£5,300

2006, 2.4,115bhp, 
1 year MOT, 

Towbar, 
good tyres, 

Ford One-Stop Body, 
FSH, VGC.

Telephone: 
077216 91754 

or
077863 50548.

FORD TRANSIT 
DROPSIDE PICKUP

£595

1590cc, W 2000 plate, Petrol 
engine, blue, 70100 miles, 
MOT untill August 2010, 

Taxed until end of May 2010, 
Sony CD/radio. Good Runner.

Telephone: 
01866 844038

DAIHATSU GRAND 
MOVE ESTATE

£4950 o.n.o.

1.4 petrol
gunmetal grey
37,000 miles
mot nov 2010

full service 
history

vgc

Telephone: 
07920 198 459

2006 RENAULT 
CLIO 4 DOOR

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440

MAZDA BONGO CONVERTED 
CAMPERVAN

£4850

N reg, Sleeps 4 plus awning, Diesel, Automatic, Electric Hookup, 
Mileage 98,000 KM (61,500 miles), MOT March 2011, 

Taxed November 2010

Tel: 01546 603970 to view

TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 
GLS AUTO

£1950 o.n.o.

2000 (W reg), Saloon, Silver, 70,000 miles, Alloys, Air Con, Sunroof, 
ABS, Spots, Radio Cassette / CD, Electric windows etc. Very econom-
ical and reliable, Taxed, Mot’d, Service History, Excellent Condition. 

Tel: 01546 870336

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 
SRi

£3500 o.n.o.

02 reg, Metallic black, 72000 miles, 5 months MOT & tax. 
17” TSW alloys, lowered, professionally fitted sound system. 
Serviced at 70000. Car kept spot less. Phone for full details.

Tel: 07917 752142

£2000

108 hours use, 
comes with trailer 

and cover.

Telephone: 
01586 553563 or

07701 039382

YAMAHA GP760 
WAVERUNNER

ABBEY FREESTYLE 2 
BERTH CARAVAN

£5,000

16ft, End bathroom, Immaculate condition. 
Extras include caravan cover, motor mover, 

full awning and half awning etc. 

Tel: 01880 820349

£3,200

Black, 48,500 miles, taxed 
till May 2010, MOT’d Nov 

2010, white alloys 
(original wheels 
also available).

Telephone: 
07850 048800

FORD FIESTA 
1.2 (04)

HONDA CIVIC 1.4i
SPORT

£1350

77,000 miles, X reg, Petrol, Manual, Electric sunroof, windows 
and mirrors, New timing belt, New tyres, 

12 months tax, 9 months MOT, Good condition.

Tel: 07767 800794

T

SCRAP CAR 
DISPOSAL

Oban Skip Hire Ltd are offering a new 
service to accept or collect end of life 

vehicles (ELV’s) throughout Argyll. 
DVLA notification. Safely de-polluted 

and recycled at our Oban Waste 
Transfer Station Licence no WML/

N/220307

Tel 01631 566370
Oban £1995

99,000 miles, tax 6 
months, MOT Aug, R 
reg, vgc, fsh, smoke 
silver, beige interior.

Telephone: 
01631
730282

MERCEDES
C180 ESTATE 
ELEGANCE

AUTOMATIC

£3795

First Reg 04, 2004, 
Mot October 2010, 

16,700 miles 
Tax July 2010.
Telephone: 

07976 255714

RENAULT CLIO 
AUTHENTIQUE

£2100 o.n.o.

02 plate, Taxed and MOT, Aug 
2010, 43,000 miles, alloys, ½ 
leather seats, front fogs, elec 

windows, air con, VGC.

Telephone: 
01631 570646 or 

07765 115211

VAUXHALL VECTRA 
2.2 SRI,150

£2250

13ft 2 berth 1997, end 
kitchen, full oven/

cooker/fridge, blown 
air c/heating, electric/
gas, insect screens and 
door screen, giving up 

caravanning, 
so all extras.
Telephone: 

01631 730270 
(Appin)

TOURING
CARAVAN

SWIFT
SHUNA

RINKER FESTIVA 
202

£7250 or near offer

20ft powerboat with Mercury 4.3 V6 engine and Alpha One stern leg.
Seats 6-8 with twin berths. Depth sounder/fishfinder, radio, 

two-section hood, anchor, fenders.
Clean inside and out, little used, and in good condition – ready to go.  Lying Minard, Loch Fyne

Tel: 01546 886275

£5995

2006, low mileage 21k, stereo 
upgraded, 12 month MOT, 
recent service, “Mothership” 

child-friendly features include 
internal rearview mirror, 3 full 
size rear seats, sliding doors, 

easy access to car seats.

Telephone: 
07775 756115

KANGOO CAR 
1.5DCI VENTURE 



The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.40 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements 
of less than £50 (excluding 

death notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

BUILDING
CONTRACTOR
All types of building 
work undertaken:

• extensions,
• refurbishment, 
• new house, 
• roof repairing etc.

* High standards,
* pt Low prices,
* References available.

CONTACT US: 
07902036620

•BUILDING CONTRACTOR • FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
Covering Argyll 
and the Islands

We provide a specialist service in the design, 
installation, commissioning and servicing of both 

large and small fire and security projects.
• Fire safety risk assessments

(Institute of fire engineers)
• Fire detection systems to BS 5389
• Emergency lighting systems to BS 5266
• Periodic inspection and testing to BS 7671

• Intruder alarms
• Safety signage 
• Service and maintenance
• Service and supply of fire 

extinguishers

24 Thursday 25 March 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

BRASS assortment of brass 
for collectors or car boot 

PINE DOOR FOR 
STRIPPING Old panelled 
pine door.  Door came from 

who built Connel Bridge, 

condition, £40 Telephone 

WATER JUG Dunhill, 
(Wade), collectors item, £35 

WATER JUG Tennents, 
(Wade), collectors item, £20 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
DIGITAL BOX 1 digital box 
and top box receiver, Oban, 
in working order, buyer 
collects, £20 Telephone 

output, Oban, buyer collects, 
cd, tape, radio, remote, in 
working order,  will just 
be skipped otherwise,  £30 

WANTED CB RADIO cobra 

cash paid for good rigs, 

BABY EQUIPMENT
BRITAX CARSEAT 

condition, navy and blue 

BRITAX CARSEAT hi 

new, navy and grey, £15 

CAR SEAT Maxi Cosi, age 

condition,  £45 Telephone 

BICYCLES
250CC QUAD BIKE Lifan 
250cc quad, 2years old, 
requires some attention, and 
service, I can deliver within 
a 50 mile radius at agreed 

ADULT MOUNTAIN BIKE 
front and back suspension, 
excellent condition, cost 

APOLLO DAISYCHAIN 
GIRL BIKE Pink with 
stablilisers in very good 
condition, £15 Telephone 

BOYS BIKE suit up to 7 
years, very good condition, 

MOUNTAIN BIKE adult 

MOUNTAIN BIKE Youths, 

BOOKS
EASTERN APPROACHES 
by Sir Fitzroy MacLean, 

E N C Y C L O P E D I A 
32 volume library of 
encyclopedia, Britannica 
in Burgundy Bindings + 

volumes book of the year, 

the future, all in excellent 
condition, cost over £1,200 

SURFACE WITH DARING 
by Douglas Reeman (novel 
about the activities of 
midget submarines stationed 
at Loch Straven, Argyll). 

dust wrapper, £3 Telephone 

BUILDING / DIY
ANTIQUE WOOD LATHE 
Very old wood lathe parts 

INTERIOR DOOR glass 
panelled, mahogany 
coloured, £25 Telephone 

INTERIOR DOOR wooden 

stained oak with brass 
handle, ex condition, free to 

PALLETS WITH SIDES 
pallet with 3-4ft sides. Used 
once. Would suit conversion 
to log store/kids wendy 
house/ great for anyone 
handy with DIY! £20 

SLATES west coast 
Ballachulish under size 
slates, mixed sizes in crates, 

more available if required, 
45p per slate, Telephone 

WHITE UPVC CLADDING 
Ex Wickes white upvc 
cladding, approx 5 square 
metres, used but like new,  

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR CD/RADIO good 
condition with detachable 
face plate and instructions, £5 

MANUAL MIRRORS 

TURBO DIESEL OIL 5 

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

WHEELS AND TYRES 2, 

Good tread, £40 Telephone 

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

ROYAL DOULTON CHINA 
4 teapots, 4 sugar bowls, 

attractive, never used, hotel 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

THREE CLOTHES RAILS 
with shoe baskets, on castors, 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

COMPUTER 1 apple i mac 
computer, Oban, buyer 
collects, will just be skipped 

COMPUTER DESK 1 
computer desk (aluminium) 

of storage space, Oban, 
buyer collects, will be sold 
for scrap otherwise,  £20 

COMPUTER DESK 1 
computer desk (aluminium) 

of storage space, Oban, 
buyer collects, will be sold 
for scrap otherwise,  £20 

KEYBOARD 1 black 
keyboard, Oban, buyer 
collects, will just be skipped 
otherwise, £5 Telephone 

KEYBOARD 1 black 
keyboard, Oban, buyer 
collects, will just be skipped 
otherwise, £5 Telephone 

PC DELL DIMENSION 
4500 Intel Pentium 4, 
Xp Home edition SP3, 

Perfect working order ,  £40 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DYSON UPRIGHT 
HOOVER Dyson upright 
Hoover with accessories, 
good working order. Buyer 
collects, Tarbert,  £40 

ELECTRIC GRILL hot plate, 

used for caravan/camping 
trips, North Connel, £15 

FRIDGE FREEZER 
HOTPOINT 50/50 Fridge 
Freezer.Good working 

MICROWAVE 1 microwave 

order, buyer collects,  £15 

SANDWICH TOASTER 
Breville, two slice, as new, 

SLIMLINE DISHWASHER 
Beko, used condition, North 

 EQUESTRIAN
DALES GELDING 13.3hh, 
14 year old, would suit 
novice rider, lives out all 
year round, no vices, p/c 
pony, good with farrier, to 
catch and box, lovely boy, 
sadly outgrown, Telephone 

WANTED 14.3-15.3hh 
horse for pony club and 
hacking out, needs to live 
out all year round, for rider 
needing to progress, needs to 
be forward going and likes 

WELSH X GELDING 
13hh, 10 years old, lives 
out, good potential with 
the right owner, passport 
and microchipped, sadly 

 FIREARMS
FIREARMS Parker-Hale 
Safari Super 7mm with 
a Scherell Scope, old but 
sound, £200 ono,  Telephone 

 FURNITURE
ANTIQUE PEDESTAL 
round extending antique 
pine pedestal dining table 
by Younger, bought from 
Waring and Gillow Ltd, 

Matching chairs x 4 + 2 

CANE CONSERVATORY 
SUITE 2 seater sofa, 2 

high backed luxury deep 

totally unused, intended for 
show home, cost £1,500,  

CHEST OF DRAWERS 
pine effect, three drawer, £25 

DINING ROOM TABLE 
and chairs, pine, £30 

DOUBLE BED 
HEADBOARD Metal 

FOLD UP BED Top quality, 

FULLY RECLINABLE 
ARMCHAIR comfortable 
fully reclining armchair, 
rises to  upright position, 
ideal for persons with 

condition,  £200 Telephone 

GATE LEG TABLE dark, 

for B&B, £40 Telephone 

IKEA DAY BED metal 
frame, excellent condition, 

MFI WALL UNITS 3 x 
1000mm full height white 
wall units, no doors, brand 
new in boxes, £5 each,  

PINE KITCHEN TABLE 
4½ft x 2½ft, good condition, 

SELECTION OF SUITES 
terracotta colour, two seater 
settee suites, £50, three 

pine dining room tables 
and chairs, £30,  Telephone 

SINGLE BED pine, 
with mattress, very good 

SINGLE CABIN BED 
Complete with mattress, 4 
storage draws and 4 shelves 
each side. Beechwood 
colour, in very good 

SOFA BED large 2 seater, 
sofa bed in cream, very good 
condition. 4 matching scatter 
cushions, £250 Telephone 

TABLE DESK ideal for 
study work, £10 Telephone 

TV UNIT mahogony corner 
tv unit with glass front, 
excellent condition, total 
width 45”, height 24”, depth 

 GARDEN
GARDEN GAZEBO pop 
up gazebo with extra side 

PRESSURE WASHER 
Karcher Pressure Washer, 

STRIMMER Petrol 

collects, £40 Telephone 

STRIMMER AND 
LAWNMOWER Champion 
Electric Strimmer £15 and
Black and Decker electric 
lawnmower £20,Telephone 

 GARDEN MACHINERY
LAWN MOWER electric, 
with collection box, top 

STRIMMER electric, hardly 

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS
BODY SCULPTURE 
BMI 1500 vibro exercising 
gym.  Excellent condition.  

CV MACHINE Gravity 
Strider, good condition, as 
seen Argos page 252, £35 

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

yds of new pink and orange 
canvas, suitable for modern 
curtains, sunbed covers 

WOODEN FLOWER 

1ftx1ft, ideal for card maker 

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

COLOUR TV 21” silver TV 
with 1 scart and AV, remote 
control, £25 Telephone 

DVD PLAYER + 
RECORDER Toshiba DVD 
player and recorder 
with manuals and remote 
control, £20 Telephone 

TOSHIBA TV 22” with 
remote and stand and video 
recorder, good working 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

downlights, white, new, £5 

OIL PAINTING boats by 
jetty (edgar), in frame, vgc, 

a vase, in frame, vgc,  £35 

in vase, vgc, £20 Telephone 

SINGLE BED QUILT 13.5 

used but in good condition, 

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK 1 
computer desk (aluminium) 

of storage space, Oban, 
buyer collects, will be sold 
for scrap otherwise,  £20 

LEATHER CHAIR high 
back, swivel, vgc,  £45 

OFFICE CHAIR green 
fabric, black metal, gas 
lift, swivel, 5 castors, vgc, 
bargain, £20 Telephone 

OFFICE DESK professional, 

PC DESK and chair, after 

PORTABLE TYPEWRITER 
imperial sahara portable 
typewriter, vgc, £15 

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BATH AND SINK 
TAPS armitage shanks 
sandringham chrome bath 
taps and basin taps, still in 

BATH PANELS aspen 
bath panels white, still in 
packaging, £20 Telephone 

BATHROOM M&S 
bathroom oval mirror pivots, 

colour new condition, £20 

BATHROOM SUITE 3 
piece bathroom suite in pink, 

MAGNET KITCHEN 
UNITS dark coloured studio 
style kitchen units, 4 years 
old, excellent condition, 

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

BINOCULARS set of 12 x 
50 wide angle, in case, £30 

BOWLS set of, £30 

CAMPING KITCHEN 

pack in carry case, surplus to 
requirements, North Connel,  

FISHING TACKLE 1 light 

Oban, buyer collects,  £5 

FISHING TACKLE 3 

Oban, buyer collects,  £5 

GOLF SHOES brand new 
black Hi-Tec golf shoes size 

10, Taynuilt, Nr Oban,  £10 

LARGE RUCKSACK 100 
litre, black with cover, in 
good clean condition, £12 

TENT two man, army 
style, good condition, £15 

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS brown or black 
or pure breed, ducks, geese, 
feeders, drinkers, hen sheds, 

 LOST AND FOUND
LOST Canon Digital 
Camera, on Friday, March 

of sentimental value, 

send memory card to Box 

1, Oban, PA34 4HB.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-

co.uk/calendar 2010.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Ideal for home 

on-line at www.obantimes.
co.uk/calendar 2010.

MARINE
ZODIAC INFLATABLE 
with Honda 2.5hp 4 stroke 
outboard with oars etc, 

MISCELLANEOUS
AIR COMPRESSOR 
rockworth plus mailer kit 

CHILD’S LIFEJACKET 
Crewsaver lifejacket 100 
suitable for small child up to 
15kg. Only used three weeks 
and not in salt water. Cost 

NEAT WEE BARS suit 
Peugeot Expert, Citroen 

MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

OLD MOTORCYCLE 
WANTED old british 
motorcycle triumph 

condition will pay cash, 

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

KORG DIGITAL 
CONCERT PIANO full 
octaves, in excellent 

VIOLIN with bow, £30 

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CAGE never used, 
folds down to transport, £25 

 POWER TOOLS
MULTI PURPOSE TOOL 
RotoZip  RZ5 power tool, 
only used once, comes 

watt power output, many 
other attachments available,  

WANTED
COALPORT FIGURINE 
WANTED to buy, No 
BCS4030ISLA, mint 
condition only, Telephone 

SCRAP METAL wanted, 
all types of scrap metal, 
we uplift scrap cars, call 
G Cook, West Coast Scrap 

WORKSHOP
MACHINERY

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

WORKSHOP 
MACHINERY

Colchester Bantam 
centre lathe, 5½” 

swing over bed, 20” 
between centres, in 
very good condition 

with full tooling, 3 jaw 
and 4 jaw chucks, 240 
volt reversible motor, 

£1600 ono.
Telephone 01838 200332.

PERSONALS

would like to thank most 
sincerely all relatives, 

neighbours and friends for 

calls and their tremendous 
support during my stay in 
hospital and since coming 

home.  Thanks also to 
Mr Kumar and staff at 

Oban Hospital and RAH 
Paisley and doctors and 
staff at Connel surgery.  

Grateful thanks to the two 
girls who drove me in 

the ambulance bus from 
Paisley to Oban safely 
and kindly.  Grateful 

thanks to all.

A huge thank you 
to all my family and 
friends and ward B 
for the lovely gifts 

given for my 
40th Birthday.

Mary Strathern

DRUMMER 
REQUIRED
for established working 

rock and blues band 
(Mid Argyll to Oban).  
Professional attitude, 
equipment and own 
transport essential.

Telephone 
01852 500305.

Maximum £4,000 total
Non- returnable

And no preferment
Money is for deposit and 

campaign
Only concession is a wee 

bit of honesty

G. Doyle, 41 
Elleanabeich, Easdale 

PA34 4RQ

Happy 30th Wedding 
Anniversary

Granny & Papa

Love from
Sophie and Adam xxxx

‘‘These things hast thou 
done, and I kept silence; thou  
thought that I was altogether

such an one as thyself:
but I will reprove thee,
and set them in order
before thine eyes.’’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com



STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973

BIRTHS

McGOUGAN - To Stuart 
and Rachael, on Mother’s 
Day, Sunday, March 14, 
2010, a daughter, Abigail Ei-
lidh. First grandchild for Neil 
and Jan and Ian and Roslyn.

GOLDEN WEDDING

DEATHS
DAIRON - Peacefully at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on March 22, 2010, 
in her 92nd year, Mary 
Dairon, beloved wife of the 
late Andrew, dear mother of 
James, Lynn, the late Andrew, 
David, Richard and Robert. 
Much loved grandmother. 
Sadly missed.
MACEACHEN - Suddenly, 
on Saturday, February 20, 
2010, Annabel (MacEachen) 
aged 79, beloved wife of 
Alasdair, sister of Alice, 
May and Angela, aunt to 
many nieces and nephews 
and a long time volunteer at 
Kildonan Museum. Our Lady 
and St Joseph pray for her. 
May she rest in peace.
MACKENZIE - Peacefully 
in the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on March 19, 
2010, Allison MacKenzie, 27 
Hazeldean Crescent, Oban, 
beloved wife of Donald and 
loving mum of Billy Balfour. 
Sadly missed.
MOLL - Tiny died  March 
16, 2010 aged 35. Brave and 
deeply loved wife of Lupi. 
Proud, devoted and adored 
mother of Daisy, Finn, 
Jake and Millie. Funeral,  
Friday, March 26, at 2pm at 
Cathedral Church of St Mary, 
Palmerston Place, Edinburgh. 

please. Donations to Maggies 
or St. Columba’s Hospice, 
Edinburgh.
NAPIER - Peacefully on 
March 18, 2010, at the 
Lynn of Lorne Nursing 
Home, Benderloch, Rebecca 
MacKenzie, formerly of 4 
Kirk Road, Dunbeg, beloved 
wife of the late John Napier, 
mother of Ann, Billy and 
Isabel.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
TORRIE - A service of 
Thanksgiving to celebrate 
the life of Elizabeth Torrie 
(Maclean of Ardgour), who 
died peacefully on  December 
28, 2009, will be held at 
Rafford Church, near Forres, 
on Saturday, April 17, 2010 
at 3pm.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

DUFFY - The family of the 
late James Duffy wish to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

on their sad loss of James. A 
big thank you to all the staff 
of Ward C, Lorn and Isles 
Hospital, The Macmillan 
Nurses, The Ambulance 
staff and the Doctors at Lorn 
Medical Centre. Thanks 
to Hamish Hoey and Son 

arrangements and all who paid 
their respects at the church 
and graveside.Donations 
for Cancer Research (UK) 
Scotland raised £300.
GALBRAITH - Mary and 
family, Archie, Annie and 
Christine wish to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for cards, phone 

the sad loss of Finlay Neil.  
Thanks to the Rev James 
Whyte for a comforting 
service, to William Tyre 
for professional services, 
also the Seamill Hydro for 
excellent purvey.  Finally 
thanks to everyone who 
attended and paid their last 
respects at Holmsford Bridge 
Crematorium.  The retiring 
collection raised £610 for the 
British Heart Foundation.
MACDONALD - Mary, 
Helen and Mary and all 
the family of the late Celia 
MacDonald would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for all Mass 
cards, sympathy cards and 
all expressions of kindness 
following their tragic loss. 
Sincere thanks to Fr Michael 
Hutson, Fr William MacLean, 
Monsignor James MacNeil 
and Fr Calum MacLellan for 
the beautiful Requiem Mass. 
Thanks also to Stan Lupton 
for professional funeral 
arrangements, to the Tarbert 
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and kindness and to all those 
who paid their last respects at 
Church and graveside. The 
sum of £605 was raised for 
Tarbert Nursing Aid.
MACEACHEN - The 
family of the late Annabel 
MacEachen would like to 
thank everyone for cards 
and expressions of sympathy 
received. They would like to 
thank Fr Michael MacDonald 
and Fr Roddy MacAulay for 
concelebrating the Funeral 
Mass and Fr Ross Crichton 
for his comfort the night 
Annabel died. Thanks also to 
Dr Tierney and the ambulance 
crew, the ladies who served 
refreshments at Stoneybridge 
Community Hall, those 
who helped at the graveside 
and all who attended the 
funeral.Thank you to Angus 

sympathetic service. Holy 
Mass will be offered for the 
intentions of all.
6 Howbeg, South Uist.
MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Alison MacLean, 
Lismore, wish to thank all 
family, friends and neighbours 
for the many expressions of 
sympathy which have been 
a great source of comfort 
and support in their recent 
sad loss. Thanks to the Rev 
Dr Roderick Campbell for 
his support and comforting 
service, to Anne Livingstone 
organist and Davie Garrett 
piper. Thanks also to 
Duncan Gunn and Archie 
MacGillivray, Undertakers, 
and to all who helped to 
provide by way of catering, 
for the large number who 
attended at Lismore Parish 
Church to pay their respects. 
The generous sum of £1,400 
was donated in Alison’s 
memory and will be shared 
between Chest, Heart and 
Stroke, Scotland and Lismore 
Medical Fund.

IN MEMORIAM
ARMSTRONG – In loving 
memory of my dearest 
mother, who passed away 
March 23, 1975, also 
remembering dear friends 
Tootsie and Marie Campbell, 
Mrs Madge MacIsaac and 
Rev John MacLeod, also 
Donnie Ferguson a very 
kind and caring vet. Also 
remembering John Alan 
MacNeil, Barra.
- Inserted by Mrs M.W. 
Lamont.
CLARK – Treasured 

precious aunt and friend who 
died March 26, 2009.
She is sorely missed and 
always in our thoughts and in 
our memories with great love
Till we meet again.
- From Mary and Bobby.
CLARK – Precious 
memories of my beloved 
sister Euphemia Elizabeth, 
who died on March 26, 
2009.
Time cannot dim the face I 
loved
The voice I heard each day
The many things you did for 
me
In your kind and loving way
I think of you in silence
I make no outward show
What it meant to love you
No one will ever know.
- Your loving sister Mary.
DEMPSTER – In loving 
memory of our dear mother, 
Morag Scoular, who died 
March 24, 1986, also her 
husband Kenny, who died 
December 1, 1989.
- Fondly remembered by 
Hugh, Annabel and her 
grandchildren.
GRAY – Treasured memories 
of Morag, a dear mother, 
granny and great-granny, 
who  died March 25, 2004.
A smile for all
A heart of gold
The very best the world could 
hold

Always kind
These are the memories you 
left behind.
- Love Irene and family. xxx
LAFFERTY – In loving 
memory of my mother Isobel 
(née McArthur) who passed 
away March 23, 2006.
Wonderful memories of one 
so dear
Treasured still with a love 
sincere
In our hearts she is living yet
We loved her too dearly to 
forget.
Much love.
- Isobel x
LAFFERTY – In loving 
memory of my mother Isobel 
who passed away March 23, 
2006.
It’s just a little
But means a lot
To say dear Ma
I haven’t forgot.
- Love David x
LAFFERTY – In loving 
memory of my mother Isobel 
(née McArthur) who passed 
away March 23, 2006.
As Angels keep their watch 
up there
Please God, let her know
That I down here, do not 
forget
I love and miss her so.
Always in my thoughts.
- Love Kathleen, Jessica and 
Juliette xxx
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and nana Morag, who died 
on March 31, 2005.
Thinking of you always
- Inserted by her loving 
family. Bunessan, Mull and 
Oban.
MACGREGOR – In loving 
memory of Annie Mac who 
died on March 23, 2000.  
A dear friend and 
Godmother.

Sadly missed.
Always in my thoughts.
- Archie
MACRAE – George. 
Who died March 26, 2009. 
Cherished memories of 
George, loving and dearly 
loved husband, dad, dad-in-
law and papa.
Forever in our thoughts and 
prayers. Rest in Peace.
- Marion and family, 1 Altour 
Gardens, Spean Bridge.
McCLOUNNAN – In 
loving memory of my darling 
husband Calum, who died 
March 27, 2007.
Gone but never forgotten.
- Irene
McCLOUNNAN – Precious 
memories of my dear brother 
Calum who sadly passed 
away on March 27, 2007.
A smile we will always 
remember
A voice we will always recall
A memory we will treasure 
forever
Of one who was dear to us 
all.
Missing you always.
- Christine, Lachie and 
family.
McDOUGALL – Loving 
memories on this the 10th 
anniversary of a dear mother 

on March 31, 2000.
- Inserted by the family.
McNICOL – Loving 
memories of our dear parents 
and grandparents Janet, died 
March 24, 1986 and Duncan, 
died November 29, 1987.
Always loved and 
remembered.
- Nellie, Tommy and family. 
MOYES – In loving memory 
of Flora who died March 30, 
1990, beloved wife of Ted 
and a dear mum and granny.
- Inserted by the family 
in Inverness, Maryburgh, 
Selkirk and Shetland. 
PROSSER – Mary. In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
mother-in-law and granny, 
who passed away March 26, 
1997.
Just a stepping  stone away
Loved and remembered 
everyday
- Frances, Tommy, Michael 
and Leanne.
PROSSER – In loving 
memory of Mary our dear 
mother, granny and great-
granny who died on March 
26, 1997.
Forever loved and missed
Always in our thoughts
And in our hearts.
- Betty and Iain.
Treasured memories of our 
dear granny ‘P’.
- Marina, Cameron and 
Emma.
WALKER – In loving 
memory of my father Archie, 
who died March 29, 1996.
Always in my thoughts
- Inserted by his loving son 
Archie.

HARRISON
James and Claire (née 

Donald) are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 

daughter Amy Ann, on 
March 15, 2010, a sister 

for Scott.

SMITH - 
MACCALLUM

At Kilmore Kirk on March 
28, 1960, Kenny Smith 
to Jessie MacCallum 

by the late Rev William 
MacDonald. Present 
address, ‘Lochussie’, 
Pulpit Drive, Oban.

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 28th March 2010

Palm Sunday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........08:00
Sung Eucharist .............10:15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Mattins ......................11.00
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

Advance Notice
Thursday 1 April 2010

Maundy Thursday
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Sung Eucharist ..........19.30

St Columba, Gruline,
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........19.00
St Columba,

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........18.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 28th March 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 28th March 2010

Oban High School
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

CHURCH NOTICES

DURING the days of 
Lent, and especially as we 
approach Holy Week, one 
traditional form of prayer 
in the Catholic Church are 
the Stations of the Cross. 

All of our churches have 
14 images round the walls 
depicting scenes from the 
Passion of Jesus, his death 
and burial. 

Starting from Jesus’ trial
before Pilate and the 
verdict of death by 

station, presents us with 
a moment on the Lord’s 
painful last journey through 
the streets of Jerusalem 
to the Hill of Calvary. On 
this journey he carries his 
own cross, a heavy burden 
on his already battered and 
wounded body, until helped 
by the passer-by Simon of 
Cyrene.

He falls three times and 
is dragged up again by 
the soldiers and goaded 
onwards towards the place 
of execution. Some of 
the spectators are brave 
enough to step forward 
and offer some comfort, in 
particular Mary his Mother, 
heart-broken at the sight of 
her beloved Son; Veronica, 
who wipes his face with 
a towel, which retains his 
blood-stained features; and 
the Women of Jerusalem, 
who weep for one so 
cruelly treated.

Once on Calvary Hill the 
sequence of events follows 
the drama related by the 

four evangelists: Jesus is 
stripped of his garments, 
exposed to the mocking 
crowds; his hands and feet 
are nailed to the cross, 
which is lifted high in the 
company of the two thieves, 
also condemned to die; his 
three hours on the cross are 
marked by darkness across 
the earth and the struggle 
for life and continuing 
trust in God (“My God, 
My God, why have you 
deserted me?”), until he 
places himself completely 
in God’s hands and with the 
words “It is accomplished” 
breathes his last; his body 
is taken down from the 
cross by faithful followers 
and placed in the arms of 
his grieving mother; it is 
lovingly prepared for burial 
and placed in the tomb 
hewn out of the rock.

Through this devotional 
recalling of the Lord’s 
Passion we unite ourselves 
with Him, and pray for the 
strength to carry our own 
crosses and understand 
better the suffering of 
others, so that we can assist 
them in their time of pain 
and trial. 

We hope to grow more 

by his Holy Cross Jesus has 
redeemed the world, and 
that through his passion 
and death we come to the 
glory of the resurrection.

Bishop Joseph Toal

Station of the cross
Thought for the week

DAVID Donald Litster was born on 
July 26, 1938. His many friends in 
Oban and Mid Argyll were saddened 
by the passing of David after a short 
illness.

David was an Argyll man born in 
Kilmichael Glassary and attending 
both Kilmichael Glassary Primary 
School and Lochgilphead Secondary 
School. He worked at Kilmichael 
Farm, now the Horseshoe Inn with 
this mother, his father being killed 
in the Second World War. He also 
worked for the Forestry Commission 
before departing on his career of 
25 years with H.M Prison Service 
working both at Polmont Young 
Offenders and the special unit at 
Barlinnie Prison. But he was often 
seen on his days off helping behind 
the bar of the Horseshoe Inn with his 
mother and brothers and organising 
football matches with the local team 
founded by him, The Kilmichael 
Dynamoes.

On retiring he took up the post of 

and Bute Council often driving 
royalty.

When his wife of 46 years suffered 
ill health, David gave up his job to 
care for her, but when she recovered 
he couldn’t bear to be retired so 
obtained employment with Tescos 
Store in Oban as customer champion 
and security guard.

David was the familiar face at the front 
door of the store, ready to help customers 
and always so smartly dressed. He 
enjoyed enviable health throughout his 
life and certainly belied his age.

David’s hobbies included building his 
own bowling green and maintaining the 
large grass area around his home. He 
loved his cruising holidays and helping 
others when needed. David was a great 
family man, leaving behind his wife 
Christina, daughter Marina, son-in-law 
Tom and his much loved Granddaughter, 
Tamara.

A very large crowd attended his funeral 
service in Kilmichael Glassary Church 
conducted by Rev. Donald Morrison 
of the Free Church, assisted by Rev. A 
Dunlop. His burial at Achnabreck was 
attended by former work collegues 
from the prison service, Argyll and Bute 
Council and staff of Tescos.

David Donald Litster

Obituary
David Donald 
Litster 26.07.1938 - 03.03.2010

KINLOCHLEVEN couple Dorothy and 
Johnny Blair celebrated their diamond 
wedding anniversary with a sparkling 
celebratory dinner at the Holly Tree Hotel 
in Kentallen.

The couple met in Kinlochleven, when 
Johnny moved to the area from Glasgow 
after the war and were married 60 years 
ago on March 10.

They have lived in Kinlochleven nearly 
all their married life, apart from six years 
in Foyers.

The couple have two sons, Alan, who 
also lives in Kinlochleven, and John.

Dorothy and Johnny Blair celebrate 
their diamond wedding anniversary. 

Diamond wedding

THE MESSAGE from 
volunteers from the WRVS 
Meals on Wheels Service in 
Oban is ‘come and join us’.

The group who make 
190 door-to-door hot meal 
deliveries to 16 clients in the 
town and surrounding area 
each Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday are looking for a few 
more volunteers to help with 
their work.

The service is operated at 
lunchtimes from Eadar Glinn 
and by the smiles of the 20 or-so 
volunteers who currently work 
on the rota for a couple of hours 
every month – it seems like a 
worthwhile and demanding 
job.

Worthwhile
Area co-ordinator Sue Croft 

said: ‘Being a volunteer with 
WRVS is a fantastic job and 

very worthwhile. For just a 
few hours every month people 
can make a real difference to 
someone’s day.

‘We are looking for new 
volunteers who are able to drive 
and deliver meals to the elderly 
and housebound – offering 
social contact and ensuring 
folks are safe and well.’

For further details contact Sue 
Croft on 01852 300152.

WRVS Meals on Wheels Service volunteers gather for their annual meeting at Atlantis 
Leisure Centre. 16_t11wrvs1

WRVS say ‘come and join us’

Obituary
THE SUDDEN death of Christopher Macrae 
from Morvich, Inverinate, at Raigmore Hospital 
on February 3 came as a shock to everyone who 
knew him.

He was 71 years old. Since last October, he had 
been getting dialysis at Raigmore Hospital. 

Christopher was born in the house where he 
lived most of his life. 

He went to school at Shiel and then Plockton. 

then worked for 20 years with the Forestry 
Commission until an arthritic condition made 
early retirement necessary.  

He then worked as barman at the Kintail Lodge 

Hotel until he retired to look after the house 
which he shared with his brother Donald John. 

Christopher was well liked in the community 
by all ages and known locally as a true character 
- part of the furniture of Kintail.  He was a 
quiet, private person who will be missed in the 
community. 

The funeral service in Glenshiel Free Church 
was conducted by the Rev Roddie Rankin and 
burial took place at Clachan Duich Cemetery. 

The collection in the church was for the renal 
unit at Raigmore. 

Sympathy is expressed to his brother Donald 
John and his sister Annie in Aberdeen.

Christopher Macrae, Inverinate

Obituary
Christina MacGillvray 1922 - 2009
THERE are some people 
who travel the journey of 
their life with quietness, 
modesty and integrity.

Having no need or place 
for drama, dispute or 
discord, they impart a sense 
of empathy, love and caring 
to all they meet. From 
their calm stillness and 
wisdom we gain personal 
reassurement, balance and 
emotional enrichment. To 
have shared with them 
even short lengths of their 
journey is a privilege - such 
a person was Chrissie.

Chrissie passed away 
suddenly at home in Fort 
William on December 24, 
2009 in her 87th year.

She was born at 
Glencruitten Summit, 
Oban, on August 21, 1922, 

eldest daughter of a family 
of seven born to Archilbald 
and Christina MacDonald.

Primary School and Oban 

High School. On leaving 
school she worked in service 
at Dalmally where she spent 
many happy days.

Her intention was to
follow the family to London
to continue working with 
them. However, this was 
not to be and she returned 
home to help run the home 
and farm at Achnalaraig, 
Glencruitten.

She married her husband 
Jimmy in October, 1950 and 
moved to Fort William to 
live.

Jimmy had a Scottish dance 
band - The Nevis Dance 
Band and many impromptu 
ceilidhs were enjoyed at 
their home thanks to the 
hospitality and home baking 
skills of Chrissie.

Sadly, after a long illness, 
Jimmy died in November, 
1965.

Chrissie returned to work, 
working in local shops and 
the high school hostel, where 
she made many friends.

Chrissie was a very 
contented lady, who lived 
happily in her little house 
where she enjoyed coooking, 
baking and gardening.

She will be remembered 
for her unique and caring 
ways which made her such 
a special person.

Her warm smile will be 
remembered always by 
those who knew and loved 
her.

She is predeceased by her 
husband Jimmy, sisters, 
Betty, Mina, Cathie and Lisa 
and her brothers Archie and 
Hughie.

Chrissie MacGillvray is 
survived by her daughter 
Katherine and grandson 
Paul.

She has been a power 
of strength and support to 
her family and although 
Chrissie will be so sorely 
missed, the memory of her 
kindness and faith will be a 
comfort to them in the years 
to come.

Sean D’Arcy and Emma Payne were 
married on 26th September 2009 at 
Corran Esplanade Church, Oban

Dudley Road, Fort William PH33 6JB
Telephone Ewen Maclennan 01397 702128 (24hrs)

Email: funeral.ftwilliam@btconect.com
www.lochaber.com/funerals

Joh
n McLellan & Co LtdFuneral Directors  Est. 1923
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  P  W D L  F A  Pts

Newtonmore  3  2 1  0  8 2  5
Bute  3  2 0  1  9 4  4
Fort William  3  2 0  1  7 5  4
Inveraray  3  2 0  1  7 7  4
Kyles Athletic  3  1 1  1  7 5  3
Glenurquhart 3  1 1  1  4 4  3
Kingussie 2  1 0 1  9 3  2
Lovat  2  1 0  1  5 6  2
Oban Camanachd 3  0 1  2  3 9  1
GMA  3  0 0  3  2 16  0

Scottish Hydro Premier Division

Marine Harvest North Division One

Kilmallie 2  2 0 0 11 1 4
Caberfeidh  2  2 0  0  6 1  4
Beauly  3  1 1  1  5 5  3
Skye  1  1 0  0  4 2  2
Strathglass  2  1 0  1  4 3  2
Lochaber  1  1 0  0  3 2  2
Lochcarron 2  0 1  1  1 7  1
Kinlochshiel  3  0 0  3  2 8  0
Inverness  2  0 0  2  2 8  0

  P  W D L  F A  Pts

Marine Harvest North Division Two
  P  W D L  F A  Pts

Glengarry  2  2 0  0  5 1  4
Glenurquhart  2  2 0  0  6 3  4
Newtonmore  2  1 0  1  9 7  2
Fort William  2  1 0  1  7 5  2
Kingussie  2  1 0  1  5 3  2
Beauly  2  1 0  1  4 3  2
Lovat  2  1 0  1  5 6  2
Kinlochshiel 2  1 0  1  4 6  2
Kilmallie  2  0 0  2  1 5  0
Skye  2  0 0  2  2 9  0

Marine Harvest North Division Three
  P  W D L  F A  Pts
Aberdeen Uni  2  2 0  0  9 1  4
Caberfeidh 2  2 0  0  5 1  4
Lochaber  1  1 0  0  8 0  2
Lochcarron  1  1 0  0  4 1  2
Ardnamurchan  3  1 0  2  8 7  2
Boleskine  2  1 0  1  5 4  2
Inverness  3  1 0  2  5 17  2
Lochbroom  2  0 0  2  0 5  0
Strathglass  2  0 0  2  0 8  0

Kilmory  3  2 1  0  9 5  5
Glenorchy  2  2 0  0  9 0  4
Oban Celtic  3  1 1  1  4 5  3
Lochside Rovers  3  1 0 2  6 8  2
Taynuilt  2  0 1  1  3 6  1
Ballachulish  2  0 1  1  3 8  1
Inveraray  1  0 0  1  0 2  0

Marine Harvest South Division One
  P  W D L  F A  Pts

Marine Harvest South Division Two
  P  W D L  F A  Pts
Kyles Athletic  3  2 1  0  11 1  5
Aberdour  3  2 1  0  9 4  5
GMA  3  1 1  1  9 6  3
Strachur  3  1 1  1  6 5  3
Tayforth  2  1 0  1  7 5  2
Bute  2  1 0  1  5 6  2
Col Glen 3  1 0  2  5 16  2
Ballachulish  3  0 0  3  2 11  0

Shinty leagues

Huntly smash 
and grab 
denies Fort

FOOTBALLFORT William took all the
plaudits on Saturday - but it
was Huntly who went back
to the northeast with the
points.

Almost the entire Highland
League separates the sides
but for long spells of this
game it was hard to tell
which one was challenging
for the title.

Fort should have had the
perfect start after Jonathan
Hewitt was brought down
in the box with only four
minutes gone, but Huntly
keeper Hastie saved Sam
Urquhart’s spot kick.

Undeterred, Fort quickly

and keeper Campbell was
practically a spectator as
they pressed for the opener.

Chances were few and far
between but Fort passed
up a glorious chance on
32 minutes, Hewitt cutting
clean through the Huntly
defence only to see his shot
beat Hastie and the post.

Hewitt again had a chance
to grab the goal Fort deserved
on 40 minutes but he chose
to shoot from 30 yards when
taking the ball into the box
might have been the better

option, and Hastie saved
easily. Any thoughts Huntly
had of a respite after the
break were soon dispelled
as Fort continued to boss
proceedings.

Urquhart ghosted through
on 51 minutes but was denied
by Hastie, then the keeper
had the crossbar to thank as
Sean Ellis’s delightful 30-
yard free kick from wide on
the right beat him all ends
up.

inches past with Hastie well
beaten, but Huntly gradually

the game and Ellis turned
goal saver on 55 minutes to
clear a Soane shot off the
line before Campbell saved
comfortably from Booth.

Back came Fort and the
lively Urquhart shot over

Fort keeper John Campbell clears from Michael Ewen. 10_t13footie01

REPORT
by Stephen Norris

then minutes later outfoxed
the Huntly defence only to
shoot straight at Hastie.

Fort should have had the
game tied up – but as all too
often this season were hit
with a sucker punch when
Soane’s sweet volley from
12 yards gave Campbell no

chance 12 minutes from time.
Huntly almost grabbed a
second when Shields headed
against his own bar to deny
the inrushing Skinner but the
visitors made no mistake on
85 minutes when McGinlay

Fort could have pulled one
back before the end, but
Hastie tipped Sean Ellis’s
corner over then Shields
headed past when it looked
easier to score.

Fort committee member
John Corbett said: ‘If we had
taken our chances we would

at least have got a draw.
Even the Huntly boys said a

half time would have been
3-0 to Fort William.’

Fort were due to play
Rothes last night and are back
at Claggan Park on Saturday
for the visit of Keith.

Highland League
Fort William 0

Huntly 2

Scottish Hydro North 
Division One

Kilmallie 6 
Lochcarron 0 

KILMALLIE swept aside a
depleted Lochcarron side at
Canal Parks on Saturday to
move to the top of Scottish
Hydro North Division 1 with

under their belt from their
opening victory over
Inverness,Kilmallieknocked
in another six without reply
to lay down an early claim to
the title.

Pipped at the post to
promotion by Lovat in the

this evidence Kilmallie

up front to put them in the
frame once again.

Locharron, missing wing
backsBenDalgetyandDanny
MacRae as well as regulars
Ross Mathieson, Kenny
Ross, Calum Finlayson
and Michael Cooper were
up against it from the start.
John Stewart opened the

Clinical Kilmallie hit Loch’ for six
SHINTY

Kilmallie’s John Stewart drives over a cross despite Allan MacKenzie’s best efforts. 
10_f13shinty01

scoring on 11 minutes with
a powerful drive from 22
yards into the top left hand
corner then the impressive
Michael Rodger cut clean
through the Lochcarron
rearguard to score easily
for 2-0 on 20 minutes.

Rodger whistled a shot just
past as Kilmallie’s forward
line clicked into gear before
Liam MacDonald made it
three on 27 minutes with
a cracker from 25 yards.
MacDonald almost
doubled his tally with a

before Lochcarron’s Allan
MacKenzie was booked for
a wild slash at John Stewart.
Now in total command,
Kilmallie were tending to
over-elaborate infrontofgoal
until Michael Rodger led by

example to crack in a great
shot form 16 yards for his
second just before half time.
Four goals to the good,
Kilmallie continued to
dominate after the break
and should have done better
than add two more to their
total, but Peter MacIntyre’s

penalty from Martin Stewart
completed the scoring.

Kilmallie chairman
Hugh MacIntyre, though,
had few complaints.
‘We had most of the game,’
he told The Oban Times.

‘Michael Rodger played
well and I thought he was
the best of our boys.

‘We should have had more
goals, but that will come.’
Lochcarron coach Alistair
MacKenzie knew taking on
Kilmallie without a clutch of

a tough proposition.
‘Missing our two wing

backs today was a big, big
blow,’ he said.

‘When you have guys
playing out of position
it’s always going to be a
struggle.’

Lochaber schools challenge gets thumbs up
CROSS-COUNTRY

THE INAUGURAL
Leanachan Challenge
Lochaber secondary schools
cross-countrychampionships
were held at An Clachan,
Aonach Mor last Friday
– and hopes are high the
championships will become
an annual event.

Young athletes from
Mallaig High School,
Kinlochleven High School
and Lochaber High School
ran over set courses through
Leanachan Forest in showery
conditions.

S1 and S2 pupils tackled
a 3.5km route, S3 and S4
ran 5km, while S5 and S6
runners competed over 8km.

The37runners thenenjoyed
soup and sandwiches at An
Clachan courtesy of the
Lochaber Rural Education
Trust.

Every competitor received
a medal, while the winning
boy and girl from each age
group won a cup and the
winning school in each age
group a shield. The Ron

Winners of the 2010 Leanachan Challenge: At rear, left to right, Kenna Robertson 
from Mallaig High School, Callum Fraser, Isla MacKay and Eilidh Moynihan, 
all Lochaber High School, and front, Bruce Maclean and Koni Johnson, both 
Lochaber HS.

Thomson Memorial Cup,
donated in memory of the
former chairman of the
Rural Education Trust, went
to fastest senior girl Kenna
Roberston from Mallaig

and fastest senior boy Koni
Johnson, from Lochaber
High School. The overall
team shield went to Lochaber
High School.

LRET and Active

Schools co-sponsored the
competition, which was held
in memory of trust director
Peter English, who sadly
died last year.

LRET director Isabel

Campbell said after the
successful event: ‘This was a
jointeffortbetweenourselves
and the active schools
coordinators, with great help
from Dugie MacDonald, the
past secretary of Lochaber
Athletic Club.

‘We are delighted that the
day was such a positive
one, the atmosphere was
brilliant and it’s so great to
see all the high school pupils
supporting each other so
well. We decided to hold the
event as a tribute to Peter
English, a former trustee of
the Rural Education Trust
who organised the original
Leanachan Challenge event
in 2008.’ ‘After his sudden
death last year we were
keen to keep the Leanachan
Challenge alive to celebrate
his enthusiasm and we are
really excited by the idea of
making it an annual schools
race.’

Organisers also thanked
all the trust volunteers,
Lochaber College, Ruari
Watt and Forest Enterprise,
schools staff and all the other
volunteers.

World Cup
gets rolling

MOUNTAIN BIKING
REIGNING downhill
mountain biking world
champion Steve Peat has
launched the UCI Fort
William Mountain Bike
World Cup 2010.

off in Edinburgh’s Calton
Hill to kick-off ticket sales
for the annual event - now in
its ninth year - and to show
off the skills that have made
him the most successful
downhill competitor ever.

Peat and hundreds of other
professional mountain bikers
will return to Fort William
on June 5-6 for the multi
award-winning sporting
showpiece.

The adrenaline-packed
weekend’s centrepiece will
be world-class downhill and
4-cross action, which this
year features a new downhill
rock and roll theme.

Peat is preparing to head
off around the globe on the
competitive mountain bike
circuit – but he can’t wait to
get back to Fort William.

He said: ‘Scotland has some
of the best biking terrain in
the world, and there’s a real
enthusiasm for the sport
here, which always makes
for a brilliant atmosphere. It
always helps to have a vocal
UK crowd – especially when
I’m going to be defending
my title.’

Last year’s event attracted
more than 18,500 fans to
Lochaber and generated an
estimated £2.5 million for
the local economy.

WITH only two weeks to
go in the ten-pin bowling
singles leagues at the Nevis
Centre, Pam Weller still
leads the handicap table with
193 points in the chase for
Robert Cairns’ trophy - but
in week six her lead has
been slashed from 23 points
to 10.

Laura Brown moves into
second after scoring 40
out of a possible 41 points,
while Colin Pinkett moves
from 7th to 3rd, another nine
points adrift.

Shug McMurray got the
maximum 41 points this
week with a handicap
score of 428, moving
him up nine places in the
table to 14th - making him
this weeks biggest mover.
The British Legion have
now kindly supplied a
trophy for the top lady
bowler which would now
appear to be a battle between
between Pam Weller and
Laura Brown.

In the Nevis Radio scratch
league Tony Whitelocke
moves back to the top with
230 points after taking the
maximum 41 points this
week.

Pam’s lead
pinned back

TEN-PIN BOWLING

Moray visit

RUGBY
LOCHABER RFC take on
Moray in their next Scottish
Hydro Caledonia North West
Division 2 match at Banavie
on Saturday.

The visitors lie third in the
league and will provide a
stiff test for Lochaber, who
are second from bottom.



Results
Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Bute v1  Glenurquhart  3                 
GMA  0   Kingussie  7                      
Lovat  4 Inveraray 2                      
Newtonmore 3 Ft William 1                     
Oban Camananchd 1 Kyles1         

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kilmallie 6  Lochcarron  0                   
Caberfeidh 3 Kinlochshiel 0      
Beauly 2 Skye 4
Inverness  0 Strathglass  3                

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Glenorchy  5 Ballachulish  0                  
Lochside Rv3 Oban Celtic 0 
Taynuilt  0  Kilmory  3        

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Beauly 1 Kinlochshiel   2                 
Fort William  2  Lovat   1                       
Glengarry 2 Kilmallie 0                 
Glenurquhart  1 Kingussie 0                 
Skye  1 Newtonmore    6               

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour 2  GMA 2
Ballachulish P Strachur P                  
Col Glen 0 Kyles Athletic 8
Tayforth  P    Bute P

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Ardnamurchan 3 Inverness4                    
Lochbroom  0  Caberfeidh 2                 
Lochcarron P Aberdeen U  P
Strathglass P Boleskine P  

Fixtures
Saturday, 
March 27 2010

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 
Preliminary Round
Kilmallie v Beauly
John Angus Gillies
Kilmory v Kinlochshiel  
Billy Wotherspoon

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Fort William v Kingussie  
Ted McDonald
GMA v Oban Camanachd   
Deek Cameron 
Kyles Athletic v Bute
Charles Young
Lovat  v Glenurquhart  
Donald MacRae
Newtonmore v Inveraray  
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1   
Caberfeidh v Skye
John MacPhee
Inverness  v Lochaber  
Innes Wood 
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
Graham Irving

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1  
Lochside v Ballachulish  
Duncan Kerr 
Taynuilt v Oban Celtic  
Colin MacDonald

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Beauly v Glenurquhart   
John Sloggie 
Kilmallie v Fort William  
Robert Baxter Jnr 12noon
Kingussie v Glengarry  
Ron Kennedy
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel 
Russell Ross 12noon
Skye v Lovat   
Duncan Kelly
    
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Ballachulish  v Kyles   
Robert Baxter Jnr
Bute  v Aberdour  
Dougie Cameron
Col Glen  v Tayforth
Jim Innes
Strachur v GMA
George O’Rourke      

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3  
Aberdeen Uni v Strathglass
Euan Pearson
Caberfeidh v Lochcarron  
Ronnie Campbell
Lochaber v Boleskine  
Graham Cameron
Lochbroom v Inverness  
Evan MacRae 12noon

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 1st Round
Lewis v Inveraray  
Evan MacRae

SHINTY SHINTY

home game on Saturday in 
front of a healthy crowd who 
gave the home team plenty 
of support.

However, Taynuilt came 
up against an experienced 
Kilmory team who proved 
more street wise than their 
opponents and the home side 
were second best for most of 
the game.

Taynuilt started brightly 

had the upper hand, forcing 
Kilmory keeper, MacFadyen, 
to make some good saves.

As the half wore on, Kilmory 
began to put pressure on the 
home defence, and when 
they failed to clear a loose 
ball, McKinven showed 

ball passed the keeper.  
After the break, Kilmory 

took complete control and it 
was no surprise when further 
goals were added from 
Jones, and a penalty from 
Cunningham.

Taynuilt must learn from 
this defeat and adjust to the 
faster pace of life in Division 
1, or it could be a long hard 
season.

Grant Irvine of Kyles Athletic tries to find a way through between Oban Camanachd’s Daniel Cameron and Ian 
Campbell as the sides shared a one-all draw at Mossfield on Saturday Picture - John MacTavish

NEWTONMORE went top 
the top of the Premier table 
after their 3-1 home win over 
Fort William on Saturday.

In a scrappy and often 
halted 90 minutes, Fort 
William held the balance 

thanks to a blustery wind but 
found themselves trailing by 
the odd goal in three by the 
interval.

Newtonmore’s David 
Cheyne crashed home the 
opening goal after 27 minutes 
with an opportunist’s strike 
from the left but the lead 
was to last less than three 
minutes before Fort William 

with James Clark supplying 

Three minutes from the 
interval whistle another 
Cheyne shot eluded the Fort 
defence and allowed Glen 

the bouncing ball passed 
the advancing keeper to 
give the home side the lead, 
somewhat against the run of 
play.

Shortly after the interval 
Newtonmore tightened their 
grip on the centreline and 
within the hour mark had 
clinched a vital third goal 
when Steven MacDonald 

Fort William pressurised 
the home defence over the 
last quarter but were never 
allowed time on the ball to 

of play.
This Saturday, Fort William 

and Kingussie meet at An 
Aird for what will be the 

SHINTY
Scottish Hydro

Premier Division
Bute 1  Glenurquhart  3                 

GMA  0   Kingussie  7                      
Lovat  4 Inveraray 2                      

Newtonmore 3 Ft William 1                     
Oban Camananchd 1 Kyles1         

division’s match of the day, 
while Newtonmore have 
another home tie, welcoming 
Inveraray to the Eilan for the 

Glenurquhart produced the 
surprise of the weekend with 
a 3-1 away win against high-

Calum Miller had the 
visitors ahead after 10 
minutes and the home side 
were left with a second-half 
mountain to climb when 
Ali MacKintosh scored a 
second for the Glen with 

remaining.
Bute came back into the 

match when Stuart Strathie 
netted in the 70th minute 
but Neale Reide sealed 
both league points for 
Glenurquhart with a goal 

Any hopes Glasgow Mid 

Argyll had of creating 
another shock result against 
Kingussie in Glasgow were 
dashed when they lost four 
goals within the opening 14 
minutes.

Ryan Borthwick put 
the visitors ahead after 
seven minutes, with James 
Hutchison, switched from 
defence to attack to give 
stability among his less 
experienced team-mates, 
netting a second two minutes 
later. With GMA on the back 
foot, Ronald Ross took 
another minute to make the 
score 0-3 and Ross added 
his second and Kingussie’s 
fourth from the penalty spot 
two minutes later.

Before half-time, 

with Ross and Thomas 
Borthwick completing an 
uncomfortable afternoon for 

Mid Argyll with a second-
half goal-a-piece - and a 0-7 
scoreline.

With two win from two 
starts, Inveraray looked to 
be continuing their winning 

minute lead through Grant 
Griffen at Kiltarlity against 
Lovat. But Greg Matheson 
pulled a goal back for the 
home side within another 
seven minutes and then 
went ahead when Fraser 
Gallagher’s move from 
defence to strike force 
paid dividends in the 25th 
minute. Five minutes later 
Neil Campbell had Inveraray 
back level and the stalemate 
lasted until 10 minutes from 

MacPherson, then Gallacher 
had the home support in 
raptures thanks to two late 
goals.

hosted a tie will all the 
making of a dull, goal-less 
draw as Oban Camanachd 
and Kyles cancelled each 
other out throughout the 
park.

Grant Irvine of Kyles 

10 minutes into the second-
half but they could not hold 
onto their slender lead and 
Scott MacMillan equalised 
to give the home side a share 
of the points.

This Saturday, Kyles 
play near-neighbours Bute 
at Tighnabruaich, while 
Oban Camanachd travel 
to Glasgow to meet GMA. 
Glenurqhart make the short 
trip over the hill to face 
Lovat at Kiltarlity.

Fort William drop two         
Premier points at the Eilan

SHINTY

Kilmory prove to 
strong for Taynuilt

South Division One 
Taynuilt 0 Kilmory 3

Oban Celtic’s John Hill clears the ball at Ganavan on 
Saturday as his side went down by three goals to nil 
to local rivals Lochside Rovers Picture Kevin McGlynn

LOCHSIDE Rovers ended 
local rivals Oban Celtic’s 
unbeaten start to the new 
season with a thee-nil win at 
Ganavan on Saturday.

Scott Maitland opening 
the scoring after six minutes 
and the tie remained 
evenly balanced until 
after the interval when 
Louis Cameron took just 
three minutes to extend 
Lochside’s lead. As Celtic 
chased the game, Cameron 
added another Lochside goal 
14 minute from time to give 

the season.
A hat-trick from Grant 

MacPherson at Dalmally 

nil win over Ballachulish.

Alex MacPherson and 
James Livingstone were the 
home side’s other scorers 
with Glenorchy having 
scored nine times without 
loss from their two starts 
this season.

Ballachulish had David 
Grant sent off.

This Saturday, Glenorchy 
have a free weekend while 
Ballachulish travel to 
play Lochside Rovers and 
Taynuilt play host to Oban 
Celtic.

South Division One 
Lochside 3 Oban Celtic 0

Glenorchy 5 
Ballachulish 0

SHINTY

Lochside win local 
derby at Ganavan

ROCKFIELD Primary 
School missed out on the 
Primary 5s National First 
Shinty Festival title when 
they were defeated by 

event at Inverness.
Nineteen teams, who had 
won through at their local 

as Rothesay and as far north 
Portree.

In the P7 and under 
competition, Beauly and 

and after an excellent display 
of skill from both sides, it 
was Portree who emerges 
victorious.

Lochgoilhead were 
awarded the Fairplay award 
for P7, showing great 
sportsmanship throughout 
the tournament with the P5 
award going to Ardrishaig.

Darren Reid, Argyll and 
Bute Shinty Development 

to see such excellent 
displays of both skill and 
sportsmanship from so 
many teams from all over 
the country. 

of the sport of shinty is in 
safe hands.’

FIRST SHINTY

on national title

THE CAMANACHD 
Association and the Active 
Schools Network are to host 
a two-day Easter Shinty 
Camp at Oban. The event 
is open to P4-S2 pupils 
on Tuesday, April 13 and 
Wednesday April, 14 from 
10am until 2pm. 

SHINTY

Easter shinty camp for kids

The cost is £10 and takes 
place at the Oban Community 
All Weather Pitch.

For more information, 
contact Darren Reid, Argyll 
and Bute Development 

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1350

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
A Gemmell, Ulva Road, Oban and M MacArthur, Sandaig, Isle of Tiree
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FRIDAY

6

1

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Sunny spells with light north/north-easterly winds. 

Temperatures 5ºC to 12ºC
Friday

Expect heavy rain. Extremely light south-easterly wind.
Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Will see sunny intervals throughout with clear skies 
overnight. Wind will be a moderate to strong north-

westerly. 
Temperatures 2ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, March 25, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 00.51 2.9 07.46 1.7 14.39 2.9 19.49 1.5
Fri 02.42 3.2 09.12 1.4 15.34 3.2 21.01 1.1                 
Sat 03.37 3.6 10.08 1.0 16.17 3.5 21.58 0.8
Sun 04.21 3.9 10.52 0.7 16.54 3.8 22.47 0.5
Mon 05.01 4.1 11.32 0.5 17.27 3.9 23.33 0.2
Tues 05.39 4.2 12.10 0.4 18.01 4.1 **.** *.*
Wed 00.15 0.2 06.14 4.2 12.47 0.4 18.35 4.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

CONNEL’S Shaun Sinclair 
posted his most consistent 
run to win the second round 
of the Hankook Scottish 
Rally Championship. 

The disappointment of the 
recent Snowman Rally was 

took maximum points from 
the weekend’s Brick and 
Steel Border Counties Rally.

Shaun  and co-driver Chris 
Hamill started their gravel 
rallying career two years ago 

Hyndlee.
Two years on they were 

third fastest behind Irishman 
Jonny Greer and Aberdeen’s 
Dave Weston jnr, who 
competes in the prestigious 
British Rally Championship.

Stage two proved that the 
Sinclair Plant rally team 

Foreland Trophy: 1 Alex 
MacLean 84 less 12 net 72; 
2 Keith MacDonald 78 less 
6 net 72; 3 Arthur Holyoake 
79 less 6 net 73. Css 72.

The Calum Bell 
Memorial Quaich

Islay RFC 17 
RSPB 20

IT IS 16 years since the 

between RSPB XV and 
Islay Rugby Club. And until 
last Saturday, Islay reigned 
supreme.

The match has taken on 
extra meaning for both sides 
since 2008, when young 
RSPB worker Calum Bell 
died. Calum’s father, Freddie, 
was heavily involved with 
the Islay club and it was 
decided to play the match in 
Calum’s memory.

Such is the popularity of 

the players travelled from as 
far away as Caithness and 

Sinclair’s Border raid
Shaun Sincliar on his way to victory.

were on the pace by being 
second quickest behind 
Weston jnr.

On the third stage the 
Mitsubishi Evo9 of Sinclair 
had sustained some damage 
to the exhaust, but the crew 
still set fourth fastest time 
for the stage.

The exhaust was repaired at 
service by the hard working 
crew of Fred MacLean, Neil 
Munro, Steven Carson and 
Scott Wilson.

The fourth stage, Redesdale, 
was the longest of the rally 
at 14 miles. 

Shaun and Chris stopped 
the clocks on 14.47, some 
14 seconds ahead of current 
Scottish champion David 
Bogie who clocked 15.01.

The Argyll crew headed 

Hyndlee, under pressure of 
holding onto second place 
overall. However Sinclair 
and Hamill held their nerve to 

stage time and maintain their 
position.

With Dave Weston 
not registered for the 
Hankook Scottish Rally 
Championship, Sinclair took 
maximum points (30), which 
lifts him to third overall after 
round two of eight.

The result also puts the 
crew in 2nd place in the 
Hankook Group ‘N’ class.

‘It’s been a great team effort 
to get to this level in such a 
short time. 

‘It would not have been 
possible without the 

RALLY

dedication of the crew and 
the help of sponsors: Fusion 
Marine, Munros.

‘This was just what 
we needed after the 
disappointment of Snowman 
to get the season back on 
track.

Tyndrum rally driver 
Alan Brodie is also having 
a successful season. A 
new gearbox has helped 

championship.

Alan Brodie gets some ‘air’ time.

RSPB breaks its duck

London for the game.
The teams were well 

matched; both sides 
comprised the full range of 
skills and abilities, as well as 
the full range of ages – with 
several men on each side 
indisputably old enough to 
know much better.  

Referee Simon Coughlin 
exercised a light touch 
throughout – the Islay side 
have never been shy in 
‘advising’ any referee and 
there were almost as many 
squawks from the birdie 
side.

The game was played in its 
usual good spirit and with 
some thumping tackles, and 

some excellent handling, 
it made for entertaining 
viewing.

The score was made up by 
three tries and a conversion 
for Islay to four tries for the 
RSPB.

The last of the Islay tries 
was scored after a 45-metre 
sprint by Stuart Doyle.

RSPB’s Jack Fleming said: 
‘The post-match camaraderie 
was up to the legendary Islay 
standard.

‘Thanks to all who took 
part, whether organising, 
playing or supporting and 
thanks to the hostelries and 
restaurants that weathered 
this particular storm.

‘Once we all get our breath 
back, it will be time to plan 
the next rousing encounter.’

Teams compete for Calum’s quaich

RUGBY

The teams battle at a lineout. Picture by Louise Muir

FINAL bookings are being 
taken for the Easter Football 
Festival at the Community 
Pitch, Oban High School 
from 9am till 1pm on 6th 
- 8th April.

The Mull Festival will 
take place from 10am till 
2pm at Tobermory High 
School on12th-14th April. 

The three-day coaching 
festivals for 5-16 year olds, 
boys and girls, cost £30 
with discounts for second 
or subsequent children from 
the same family.

Application forms are 
available from football@
argyll-bute.gov.uk. Clos-
ing date for applications is 
Monday. Coaches will not 
accept bookings on the day. 

SATURDAY’S results: 
Saints Under 13s 4, Lenzie 
Colts 0. Netting for the 
Oban side were Douglas 
Tyrell-Bunge, Connor 
Howe, Zak Straub and DJ 
Orr.

The Under 15s completed 
a clean sweep of victories 
for Saints teams at the 
weekend with an impres-
sive 4-1 home win over 
Milngavie. Saints goal scor-
ers were Martin MacPher-
son (3) and Sean MacIvor. 

Under 13s have no game 
and the Under 15s are away 
to Kilpatrick.

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division

GLENCASTLE SPARTA 0
OBAN SAINTS 7

A CLINICAL Oban Saints 
team scored six second-
half goals to beat Sparta at 
the famous Cathkin Park, 
Glasgow home of the now 
defunct Third Lanark FC.

The Oban lads took the 
lead in the 14th minute when 

long throw from the left, 
and Sparta defender Paul 
O’Hanlon, in attempting to 
clear his lines only succeeded 

own keeper.
However, despite their 

dominance, Saints were 
frustrated with themselves 
as well as the bobbly pitch 
when the chances they were 
creating came to nothing.

At half-time manager Iain 
Jackson issued some ‘words 
of wisdom’ to his team and 
they turned in a clinical 
second half performance.

Saints upped the pace of 
their game, as instructed, 
and took a 2-0 lead in the 

58th minute from an Alex 
Craik header and three 
minutes later Sparta scored 
their second own goal from 
an Allan MacKay cross.

The best goal of the game 
came in the 63rd minute 
when Ross Maitland, who 
had come on for Asen, 
picked the ball up 25 yards 
from goal before thundering 
a great right foot drive high 
into the postage stamp 
corner.

Talisman MacKay did get 
on the scoresheet with the 
next two goals.

three minutes remaining 
when Sean Ford drilled a low 
shot past keeper Chris Mckie 

This Saturday Saints travel 
to take on Cambria at Stepps. 
the game kicks-off at 2pm 
and will be refereed by Jim 
Pearson.

Oban Saints Ladies FC are 
away to Dumfries.

Sparta sunk by 
seven-goal Saints

FOOTBALL

Easter festivals
FOOTBALL

Islay Golf Club
GOLF

Junior results
FOOTBALL

Lorn league
CARPET BOWLING

  P         Pts
Kilmore 11       72
Benderloch 11       51
Cairnbaan 10       44
North Connel 12       44
Connel  11       39
Easdale 11       36
Taynuilt 10       18

WINNERS of the North 
Connel Open Triples were: 
N. McCorkindale, A. Dickie 
and F. Dickie.

Runners-up: Ally Dickie, 
Anngus Dickie and H. Mc-
Corkindale.

Oban Pool League
POOL

  P         Pts
Markie Dans A 17       28
Lochnell Arms 17       26
Lancaster 17       24
Claredon A 16       22
Cellar Bar 17       20
Kelvindale 17       18
Markie Dans B 17       14
Gluepot 17       12 
Claredon B 16        6

Over-35s League
FOOTBALL

  P         Pts
Spartak 7         19
Trialists 7         18
Emergency 7         16
Taynuilt 7         15
Clan Trees 8          9
Hydro  8          9
Owen Sails 8          9
Seil  8          6 
Teachers 8          0

AS THE league comes to its 
conclusion only one of the 
top two can take the title.

Spartak will win the 
league if they beat, or draw 
with, second-placed Trialists 
but a loss will hand the title 
to their opponents.

The only other game is 
between Emergency and 
Taynuilt.

Juniors take to the pitch
It was the turn of the junior section of the Oban
Express Primary Football League to play on Sunday. 
Pictured are players from Oban Pumas (black and 
white) and Ben Lora.

Oban twins’ 
Scottish
success

KARTING
TWINS Neville and Daniel 
Parrott, who celebrate 
their 16th birthday today 
(Thursday), have returned 
from the Scottish Winter 
Series Championship as 
medal winners.

Daniel, third, in the series. 
The Oban boys, who drive 

with LM Motorsport Race 
Team, will compete in the 
UK Open Kart Racing 
Championship this weekend 
in Wigan.

Pictured are Taynuilt primary six/seven team who 
won their age group tournament at the Dalriada 
Gathering in Oban. The team also won the previous 
Dalriada Gathering in Dunoon, with Harvey Ferguson 
taking player of the tournament for primary six/
seven. The primary four/five team from Taynuilt were 
runners up at the gathering for the age group. 
 The winners of this age was Mull RFC. This continued 
success is not only due to the players but to the 
dedication of the coaches.  

Taynuilt on the up
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