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AN OBAN High School pupil and a group 
from Castlebay Community School were 
among the main winners at this year’s 
FilmG, the National Gaelic Film Awards.

Stars of stage and screen, including actors 
Greg Hemphill and Gary Lewis, helped 
to hand out the prizes at the sixth annual 
awards, held at The Old Fruitmarket, 
Glasgow, last Friday. 

This year’s competition theme was ‘Rùn’ 
(Love/Secret/Intention) which inspired an 

12-17 age-group and the adult category, with 

S2 pupils from Castlebay Community 
School on Barra scooped two awards: the 
FilmG Theme Award and the FilmG Award 
for Gaelic for their black comedy, An 
Càirdeas Carach (The Fickle Friendship).

Performance
And the best performance in the 12 - 17 

age group went to Oban’s Alison MacVicar 
for her portrayal of Morag in Thoir an Aire! 
(Watch out!)

Other winners included Sgoil Lionacleit, 
Benbecula, who won Best Production in 
the 12-17 age category for their entry, An 
Tòimheachan (The Riddle).

Also from Bendecula, Fiona McAndrew, 
a student at Lews Castle College, won Best 
Student Film for her music video, Gàidhlig 
mo Rùn (Gaelic my Love).

Best Documentary in the adult category 
went to Dòmhnall Eòghainn MacKinnon 
from Harris for An Sgoil Bheag mu 
Dheireadh (The Last Little School).

Connel man                   
awaits bail  
hearing
in India
A BAIL hearing will take place 
in India today (Thursday) to 
determine if Connel man Billy 
Irving can be released from 
prison pending trial.

Billy, 33, was arrested in 
October last year as part of 
the crew of an AdvanFort 
anti-piracy vessel operating in 
Indian waters. 

The authorities accused the 
captain of the boat of trying to 
buy fuel illegally and carrying 
weapons without a licence, with 
the crew held jointly liable.

Thursday’s hearing is a 
continuation of a hearing 
scheduled for last week, 
and comes days after Billy’s 
girlfriend, Yvonne MacHugh, 
presented a petition with more 
than 144,000 signatures to 
Downing Street demanding 
action from the Prime Minister 
to speed the release of Billy and 

His father, Jim, said Billy 
was starting to lose hope, but 

him released from jail. 
He said: ‘Being India, the 

hearing might be Thursday, it 
might not. 

‘It’s getting a bit warmer 
in India now; in the mid 30s 
reaching the 40s and there’s 
no air conditioning so we’re 
hopeful this is successful.’

He added: ‘The petition to the 
UK Government has 144,000 
names on it and if they ignore 
that it shows how arrogant 
they are. Surely they must do 
something?’

Call for whisky tax 
to be dropped
ARGYLL and Bute’s MP has 
called for the tax on whisky to 
be dropped, saying the near 80 
per cent levy is ‘grossly unfair’.

Alan Reid called upon fellow 
Liberal Democrats to lobby 
their Conservative coalition 
partners for a reduction on the 
tax.

And while he accepted 
chancellor George Osborne 
was unlikely to cut the duty 
ahead of this week’s budget, 
he says something should be 
done in future. He said: ‘A lot of 
countries have tax regimes that 

imports. My view is alcohol 
should be taxed per unit rather 
than this unfair system.’

THE FATHER of one of the four men who lost 

has praised the work already done in improving 
safety on the loch.

Currie, William Carty, his brother Steven and 
Thomas Douglas fell from their boat and drowned 
in the freezing loch.

A fatal accident inquiry found the men were 
not all wearing suitable lifejackets and had been 
drinking before attempting to cross the loch to 
their campsite, a site where a memorial cairn now 
stands.

A community safety company, Lochwatch, was 

has carried out a major loch safety campaign in-

cluding the purchase of lifesaving equipment and 
a patrol boat. Speaking to The Oban Times in the 
week of the anniversary, Craig’s father, Les, said 
it was imperative that people continued to support 
the efforts of Lochwatch.

Mr Currie, whose family has so far helped to 
raise more than £10,000 for Lochwatch, said: 
‘Putting efforts into fundraising helps us as a 
family and we have more events planned for the 
end of this week. 

died they can’t believe it. Most people remember 
it being a lot more recent.’

Asked about the role of Lochwatch, he replied: 
‘I think Lochwatch has done a great job but their 
message of loch safety is an on-going thing. 

‘You can’t say they have done this and that and 
then we all forget about it, we have to keep alert-
ing people to the dangers on lochs.’

Councillor Louise Glen Lee, Lochwatch sec-

at the forefront of many people’s minds, as is the 
loss of others on the loch, and these are incidents 
we can’t have repeated.

‘Lochwatch is not only working at a local level 
but is working with the Scottish Government to 
keep loch safety on the national agenda.’

Lochwatch has applied to buy 0.4 of a hectare of 
land at Kinachreachan, by the loch, from Forestry 
Commission Scotland under the National Forest 
Land Scheme (NFLS). The memorial cairn to the 
four men stands within the area applied for. 

FRESH assurances are being 
sought by Scotland’s health 
minister of the quality of care 
at Oban’s Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in the wake of recent 
concerns. 

However Alex Neil MSP has 
refused to comment on calls for a 
public enquiry into the quality of 
care provided by NHS Highland 
staff at the hospital after details 
of three recent incidents were 
revealed by The Oban Times.

Oban High School’s Alison MacVicar won best performance in the junior category at the FilmG awards. 

Father of boat tragedy victim 
praises safety improvements

Mr Neil said: ‘It is always 
concerning to read reports of 
patients and their families who 
have experienced care that does 
not meet the very high standards 
we expect of our NHS. 

‘While it is inappropriate to 
comment on individual cases we 
expect health boards to take all 
complaints seriously, speaking 
with patients and their families 
to ensure the NHS learns from 
their experiences.

‘The safety and quality of 
patient care is a top priority for 
our NHS and NHS Highland has 
assured us that the hospital and 
its staff can continue to provide 
a high quality service for local 
patients. 

‘Ministers will seek further 
assurances around the qual-
ity of local care and how all 
health boards, including NHS 
Highland, respond to complaints 
and feedback at their Annual 

Reviews later this year.’ Calls 
for an enquiry came after NHS 
Highland apologised for leaving 
Oban woman Mabel Braidwood 
‘screaming in agony’ for days 
after medics failed to properly 
manage painkilling drugs dur-
ing her battle with pancreatic 
cancer last year. 

Scott Clark McGregor, mean-
while, said poor treatment by 
staff left his father, Peter Clark, 

time at the hospital. Another 
woman said her late husband 
was left with stitches above 
his eye after falling out of bed 
several times.

One of those to make the call 
for a public enquiry was Alan 
Reid MP. He described Mr Neil’s 
comments as ‘very disappoint-
ing’. ‘I hoped he’d take it more 
seriously than that,’ he said. ‘I 
think he should take another 
look at it.’

Oban pupil shines brightest at FilmG awards 

Hill farmers 
at breaking 
point over 
sea eagles

Fresh assurances sought on quality of hospital care

HILL farmers in Argyll have 
warned they may have to give 
up rearing lambs unless action 
is taken to prevent sea eagles 
snatching newborn sheep.

While there seems to be some 
consensus between farmers and 
conservationists, who support 
relocation of nests near livestock 
farms, there is doubt the measure 
would work.

The apparent agreement 
comes days before the National 
Farmers Union Scotland (NFUS) 

management to the Scottish 
Government following a survey 
of west coast farmers earlier this 
year.

Farmers have warned that no 
action is not an option, with some 
sheep breeders saying they have 

of their stock can be taken by the 
birds each year.

One Lorn hill farmer, who did 
not want to be named for fear of 
threats from environmentalists, 
said it was ‘vital’ the Scottish 
Government introduced 
measures to help relocate 
troublesome birds, after losing 33 
lambs from his near 600-strong 

costing him around £4,000.
He said: ‘They’re taking six 

per cent of your stock. I’ve got 
more than 50 years worth of 
records and you’d normally see 
a loss of less than one per cent 
each year. Six per cent is a huge 
number.’

Not only does the farmer lose 
the value of the lamb, but the ewe 
often struggles to breed again 
when a lamb is taken, diluting 
the genetic value of stock.

‘It’s heartbreaking when you 
see the ewe crying its heart 
out over its missing lamb,’ the 
farmer added. ‘You know every 
sheep and you handle them all. 

‘It makes you want to throw 
in the towel. If something isn’t 
done, you may as well end hill 
farming in Argyll. I’m not the 
only one who is thinking like 
that.’

As for the solution, he said: 
‘They should be taking these 
birds and relocating them.  If you 
say cull, you’d be shot down in 

trouble and they can prove the 
problem is here, it should be 
possible to relocate these birds.’

Mull’s David Woodhouse 
operates a tourism business 
centred on sea eagles, taking 
advantage of the island’s 
extensive population of the 
birds.

While he refutes suggestions 
the birds take live lambs, he 
has backed calls for powers to 
relocate troublesome sea eagle 
nests. 

He said: ‘If the process is right, 
I’d support relocation - but only 
if it’s right for the birds.’

Sexton, said: ‘At this stage, 
trying to move individual eagles 
or pairs does not look like a 
promising or workable solution.

‘Where it has been tried with 
other birds of prey, generally 
they return to the same area, 
regardless of distance.’

Andrew Bauer, NFUS’ deputy 
director of policy, said: ‘What 
we need is a sustainable solution 
without breaching Scotland’s 
obligation to the European Birds 
Directive. 

‘It will be for ministers to 
make any decision, but to 
sheep farmers this is a growing 
problem.’

AN AGREEMENT has been 
reached to allow bin lorries ac-
cess to Oban’s Railway Pier, but 
there is fresh doubt as to why the 
controversial barrier blocking 
their way was erected.

Scotrail met with councillors, 
council staff and representatives 
of Oban Community Council 
last week to discuss problems 
with the barrier, erected last year 
without prior advice to Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Scotrail told the meeting the 
erection of the barrier was a ‘le-

gal and necessary’ requirement 
in order to comply with Trans-
port Scotland’s audit of stations 
and its responsibility related to 
rail associated car parks.

However, Transport Scotland 
has told The Oban Times Scotrail 
chose to install the barrier - with 
their support.

Further doubts over railway pier barrier

Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NZ   
Tel/Fax 01631 564443

Due to Business Restructuring

STOCK 
CLEARANCE

TRIESTA recliner three piece 
suite with electric recliner

1/2 PRICE 
£3,000 to £1,499
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Boarding School Information Days
Caledonian Hotel, Oban, Fri 28th March, 12-7pm

Cairnbaan Hotel, Lochgilphead, Sat 29th March, 10-4pm 
Boarding at Lomond School offers an academic education that will stretch and 

extend your child to their full potential with a strong extra curricular programme 
of sport, music, drama and outdoor activity.

Come along and meet the team to discuss your child’s future.

T 01436 672 476 10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh
www.lomondschool.com

Lomond School is a co-educational HMC Independent School.

CAMPAIGNERS have given a 
cautious welcome to Highland 
Council’s decision to put the 
closure of 23 of its 35 service 
points on hold.

pay bills or get face-to-face ad-

and resources committee backed 
the controversial move.

But furious opposition from 

others.

at its meeting last Thursday to 
set up a 10-member cross-party 
customer services board to con-
sult local communities and staff 

the next 15 months.
The new policy does not guar-

antee the service points will stay 

delivery model’ will be agreed 
for each location.

The council will also spend 
-

site so the public can conduct 
more transactions online and on 

handles phone queries from 

of disabled facilities saw her carried 
off a Caledonian MacBrayne ferry 
at Mull.

The MV Hebridean Isles has been 

a community councillor on Mull 
after a disabled passenger had to 
be carried off the vessel while her 
powered wheelchair was brought 
down separately on ropes. 

Craignure’s Passenger Access 

was not working at the time – because 
of wet paint.  

CalMac has now apologised for 

described to The Oban Times as 

life’. 
Mull community councillor 

and owner of The Isle of Mull 

approached by four other disabled 
ferry-users in recent weeks with 
similar complaints. 

could come into my hotel but I have 

have environmental health on my 
case.

needs to be some sort of emergency 
back-up plan.’ 

Referring to the Hebridean Isles

said the incident with the PAS 

had taken longer than expected to 
dry due to the air temperature’.

on the MV Hebridean Isles when 
a passenger with mobility issues 
encountered problems disembarking 
because of a combination of the lift 

of the passenger access system 
in Craignure and a breakdown in 

communications onboard. We have 
fully accepted we were at fault 
and apologised profusely to the 
individual concerned and assured 
them that steps will be taken to 
prevent a recurrence. This has been 
accepted and both sides consider the 
matter closed.’

passengers who might need 

Many of CalMac’s larger ferries 
were built before the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) came 
into force and some aspects of their 
design can present challenges for 
people with reduced mobility.

being used for a daring 100-mile 

Skye will be christened at an 

the lifeboat station in Portree on 
April 5.

been undergoing a painstaking 
refurbishment at Waterloo 
Boatyard at Breakish on Skye 
to make her seaworthy for the 
perilous journey.

Her crew of eight Skyemen 

for sea training until the boat is 
ready in two weeks’ time.

But preparations for the 

THE MAN who oversaw the trial 
reintroduction of beavers to Mid Argyll 
has been appointed as the new chief 
executive of the Scottish Wildlife Trust.

forward to the challenge of working 

team of staff to ensure the organisation 
continues to grow and develop in the 
coming years; scaling-up our efforts to 
reverse the decline of species and habitats 
and restore Scotland’s ecosystems back to 
good health.’

A82 to close 
at Pulpit Rock            
for five nights
Pulpit Rock will see the road 

next week.
Starting on Monday March 

-
mise the number of overnight 

ensure the safety of road users 
and road workers while critical 
works are underway.

local community and road users 
for their continued patience 
during these works.’

The A82 will be closed at 

but will remain open on either 
side of the closure. 

Diversion routes for through 

and southbound via the A85 at 

THE  of the  four million 

Trossachs received a boost with funding 

Trossachs charity has joined forces with 
the Trossachs Search and Rescue Team to 
roll out the second phase of an ambitious 
park-wide health and safety initiative to 

place before the Easter holidays. 
This will take the number of public 

other key locations around the national 
park to improve the life survival chances 
of park visitors and local residents.

This is in addition to providing some 
mountain rescue teams in the area with 
lightweight mobile units.

This latest batch of units is being funded 

as a generous donation from a donor 
who wishes to remain anonymous.

the latest phase of this important 
life-saving initiative which is aimed at 
making the national park a much safer 
place. This is a great initiative which 

well as residents in some of the more 
popular tourist hotspots and sparsely 
populated communities where speedy 
access to emergency services is limited 
because of the distances involved.’

Stuart Ballantyne of Trossachs Search 

that additional funding is being made 
available by the friends to enable us 
to speed up the roll out of more life-

the national park which is the busiest 
outdoor recreation area in Scotland.

different parts of the Park to improve life 
chances. The current survival rate for 
out of hospital cardiac arrest where CPR 

this can be raised to more than 50 per 
cent.’

The waters off Portree provide a picturesque setting for Row St Kilda crew training. 

undertaken in aid of the Royal 

weather and equipment failure.

expedition leader Donnie 

back from the Isle of Rona to 
Portree we snapped an oar. On 
closer inspection of the rest we 
found that they are all rotten so 
we had to order a new set from 
a specialist oar and mast maker 
on the Thames. Time is rolling 
on and we thought we would 
have had a heck of a lot more sea 
miles under our belts by now.

be frantically training and we 

mile trips in. If the crew is not 
ready and the boat is not ready 
we will not go.’

The row could be made in May 
or June when fair weather is 

boat Dunan Star II and Portree 

The skiff will be lashed to the 

way out before being lowered 

the long row back home.

The eight men will take turns 
at the four oars throughout 

expected to take two days. 
Portree girls Rosie McDaid 

with Gill Houlsby from Carbost 
will share the coxswain’s duties 
using a similar rota system.

traced a great-great grandson of 

super excited to hear about the 
adventure and that his great-
great grandfather’s boat was still 
going on.’ 

customers.  Speaking after the 

Community Council chairman 
Roddy Murray described the 

direction’.

-

told The Oban Times
achieved our objective in mak-
ing the council come out and 
speak to communities so that’s 
a success.

the closures done away with 
altogether but at least now we 
have a consultation exercise.

Viable

is what the remit of this group 

apply to decide whether or not 
theses places are viable and if 
a business case can be made for 
them.’

in future the council will have 
in its mind that if it is going to 
make a radical change it will 
have to come out and speak to 

with it.’
-

pendent group Carolyn Wilson 

of making these service points 
viable and keeping them open. 

can give no guarantees so it’s 
up to people to use them or lose 
them.’

disappointing that members of 
the administration who gave 
really good reasons why service 
points should remain open voted 
against us.’

Council leader Drew Hendry 

how we are going to go about 
our review over the next 15 
months. We will be consulting 

a solution that meets the needs 
of local people.

the representations we have 

allowing us to go forward in a 
positive way.’

Depute leader David Alston 

members of the public to 
contact the council in a way 
and at a time which suits them 

face-to-face by appointment in 
others.’

Friends trustee, Sheila Winstone, hands over a new defibrillator 
to Stuart Ballantyne, centre, and Gordon Young from the 

Trossachs Search and Rescue Team beside the red phone box at 
Trossachs Pier where the life-saving equipment will be housed. 

Campaigners 
force re-think 
on service 
point closures

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Wheelchair-bound CalMac 
passenger felt ‘humiliated’

Wildlife trust appoints new chief executive 

Failures see staff forced to carry woman off vessel

Countdown to daring 100-mile charity row

Oban councillor 
confirms
resignation

The 
Oban Times that he would do.
The former police chief 
inspector for the town 

as he could no longer support 

before resigning from the party 
in May last year.
A by-election is likely to be held 

Parliamentary Elections will be 

A spokeswoman for the council 

has advised the council of his 
resignation with effect from 

will now make arrangements for 
a by-election in accordance with 
normal procedures.’

Schools Pipe Band Championships 

competed alongside 10 other schools 
on March 9 to become Scottish Schools 

purchase another set of bagpipes for the 
Mull and Iona Schools Pipers. 

which has the motto Every School Needs 

are basically a celebration of Scottish 

through pipes and drums so it’s fantastic 
to see the very best of schools sharing 
this passion through the competition.

Platform

for schools to come together. 

to the south but they’ve all shared the 
same interest in the music of the bagpipe 
which is just great to see.’

The fantastic four won the Scottish Schools Pipe Band 
Championships Quartet Competition 2014.

Mull’s fantastic four 
hit all the right notes
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ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
denied it is planning to reduce 
secondary school provision on 
Tiree - but The Oban Times un-
derstands the plan is still ‘very 
much on the table’.

Worried parents on Tiree have 
called for clarity from the coun-
cil after The Oban Times learned 
the authority is considering 
removing S4-S6 classes from 
the island’s school, transferring 
pupils to Oban.

A spokeswoman for the council 
this week said ‘there are cur-
rently no plans to reduce second-
ary education on Tiree, whether 
at senior phase or across the 
whole secondary age bracket’, 
but The Oban Times has learned 
that the option is one of many 
being discussed to improve the 
school’s fortunes.

A council source said: ‘When 
it comes to Tiree High School, 

A SHINTY fan who turns 98 years old 
next month celebrated with a sherry 
after winning The Oban Times’ Spot the 
Shinty Ball Jackpot of £1,300.

Caroline Jamieson, Taynuilt’s oldest 
resident, was shocked after being told 
she had won the jackpot.  ‘I’m completely 
stunned. I have never won anything 

like this in my life,’ she said. ‘I’ve won 
£25 before for a near miss and even that 
seemed like a fortune. I have been think-
ing about having a wee sherry but I’ve got 
a good excuse now. I’m so excited.’

got into shinty after she married her 
late husband, James Jamieson, who 

was a committee member with the club. 
And she followed the team all over the 
Highlands, cheering on brothers-in-law 
Donald ‘Doadie’ Jamieson and Archie 
MacIntyre Bell, who won Camanachd 
Cup titles. Caroline is an active member 
of the community, attending ceilidhs 
in Taynuilt and singing with the church 

choir.  She is a former leader of the 
Brownies and received an award for her 
service to the organisation.

Asked how she would spend her win-
nings, she replied: ‘I don’t travel far these 
days but I might go a wee jaunt if I feel 
up to it.  I’ve just had a new conservatory 
done, so the money will come in handy!’

KILBOWIE House could yet 
have a new owner this year after 
a Swedish publishing house 

new bid for the crumbling Oban 
building.

Bombadil Publishing, which 
specialises in books written by 
young people, for young people, 
has struck a deal with Edinburgh 

submit a joint bid for the Grade B 
listed former hostel on Gallanach 
Road.

The proposal will see Deanway 
outline plans to build two or three 

homes on the land associated with 
the house, with the council set to 

Bombadil, meanwhile, will repeat 
its offer of £2,080 for the building 
listed at £450,000, with revised 
surveys suggesting restoring the 
neglected building could cost close 
to £1million. 

Bombabdil’s chief executive, 
Marianne Rugard Jarvstrat, said: 
‘Some nice things are happening 
now and the council will reconsider 
the matter in April. If we don’t get 
it this time we will have no choice 

but to go elsewhere though.  We 
just cannot wait any longer and 
we hope this new proposal will be 
acceptable.

‘Deanway have told the council 
that [Kilbowie] is a liability and 
they wouldn’t touch it - so I think 

believe us.’
Bombadil say their plans 

for Kilbowie will generate a 
£4.5million boost for the local 

with 12 permanent jobs created in 

Ongoing plans would see the 

workforce grow in time, while there 
would be ‘several’ conferences 
hosted by Bombadil over the year.

Marianne added: ‘People in 
Oban, I feel, do want to see this 
house developed and more jobs 
brought to the area.  This is our 
last bid for the building and I hope 
we will be successful as we really 
like the Oban area and think it is 
perfect for our business.’

Argyll and Bute’s MSP, Michael 
Russell, has supported Bombadil’s 
bid for Kilbowie House and 
said he is enthused by recent 
developments. ‘It is looking a bit 

better and it looks as though some 
progress is being made. I just 
hope the enthusiasm of a growing 
company to set up in Oban can be 

to provide jobs.’
Bombadil’s previous offer, 

which represented 0.4 per cent 
of the council’s asking price, was 
considered ‘derisory’ by the Oban, 
Lorn and Isles Area Committee.

The company said it would have 
considered bidding £200,000 for 
the property before a neglected 
roof and last year’s storms caused 
‘extensive’ water damage. 

AN OBAN man was sent down  for 20 
months on Monday at the town’s sheriff 
court.

And on his release he will be under an 
eight-month supervision order for the 
public’s protection.

Michael MacPhee, age 29, a prisoner at 
HMP Greenock, and Kerry Dale, age 27, 
of Flat 5, Shore Street, Oban, both admitted 
assaulting a man at Drimvargie Terrace, 
Oban, on November 20 last year and 
attempting to rob him of possessions. 

He was seized by the clothing, pulled to 
the ground, punched on the head, kicked 

on the body, stamped on and sat on during 
the assault. Dale was given a community 
payback order with 250 hours unpaid work 
for her part in the assault of her former 
partner.

Possessions
‘Things turned sour,’ said Eoin McGinty, 

boyfriend met up for a talk; he still had some 
of her possessions.

MacPhee walked by and the complainer 
said: ‘All right Mikey’ and MacPhee replied: 
‘Don’t Mikey me,’ before grabbing him by 
the jacket.

During the ensuing assault, MacPhee 
called to Dale: ‘What do you want off him?’

Amongst the items they tried to take were 
his jacket, boots and mobile phone.

After MacPhee threatened the man: ‘You 
going to the police? If you do you are dead.’

He did go to the police.
When questioned, MacPhee said: ‘Some 

girl asked me to get her stuff back. I just held 
him down.’

Dale’s defence agent Edward Thornton 
said: ‘The attack was completely 
spontaneous; she took advantage of what 
occurred spontaneously to try and recover 

her property. She is very remorseful.’ After 
handing down a community payback order 
to Dale, Sheriff Small told MacPhee: ‘You 
are in a different category; you have a long 
record of previous convictions.’

For the assault and attempted robbery 
MacPhee was sentenced to 16 months with a 
consecutive four months for not completing 
a community payback order given for 
breaking into the Great Western Hotel, 
Oban, in December 2011.

‘In order to protect the public from harm 
on your release you will be supervised for 
eight months,’ said the Sheriff.

CalMac to 
the rescue                         
as island’s fuel 
pump runs dry
FERRY operator CalMac 
Ferries Ltd came to the rescue 
of Tiree residents after the 
island’s fuel pump ran dry.

The tanker taking unleaded 
fuel to the island at the begin-
ning of last week failed to make 
the scheduled delivery, so 
CalMac put on an extra sailing 
to the island last Wednesday.

Catriona MacLennan 
of Tiree-based haulage 
company MacLennan Motors, 
said: ‘Credit where credit is due, 
CalMac came through for us 
and their effort was very much 
appreciated.’

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘We are take our responsibilities 
to deliver lifeline services very 
seriously and will always do our 
best to make sure the islands 
have what they need to function. 

‘Other commitments mean it 
is not always possible to do as 
much as we’d like but on this 
occasion we were pleased to be 
able to help.’

Budding politician 
addresses 1,200 at 
conference
A POSTMASTER and 
community councillor from 
Islay joined a distinguished 
list of speakers at the Scottish 
Conservative Party Conference 
in Edinburgh. 

Budding politician Alastair 
Redman was invited to speak 
to an audience of around 1,200 
delegates on issues of defence, 
because of his charity work with 
the Armed Forces. 

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor said: ‘Alastair 
Redman spoke eloquently and 
passionately at our conference 
in an excellent defence debate 
which took place following 
a speech from the Defence 
Secretary Philip Hammond. I 
was also pleased to speak in the 
defence debate. Recent events 
like the alarming situation 
in Ukraine are a reminder of 
how complex and fast-moving 
international relations can be.’

A LORRY carrying hydrogen 
peroxide caused a 12-hour A82 
road closure near to the recently 
upgraded bridge on the south 
side of Bridge of Orchy.

The northbound HGV 
crashed at around 11am last 
Tuesday after a wheel caught 
the nearside verge, causing the 

Lorn Lines

THE Scottish Women’s 
Rural Institute’s under-35 
champion, Sally Weaser, 
was the guest at the Oban 
branch’s March meeting.

It was another busy 
night with new members 
and guests attending 
Sally Weaser’s polymer 
clay demonstration and 
workshop.

Sally shared her in-depth 
knowledge of the colourful 
medium, and demonstrated 
how to make beads and 
buttons. She was inspired 
to start her handmade 
jewellery business, Boafrosh, 
having been a SWRI 
member for a year.

The institute provided a 
creative outlet for her talents 
and with the encouragement 
and support of the Oban 
members, she took the 
plunge and started her 

POETIC pupils from Dunbeg Primary School have won a 
writing competition and will have their poems published in a 
young writers’ anthology. 

will have their poetry published in a collection which will be 
released on May 31. 

Their teacher, Miss Glenda Marwick who entered them into 
the competition is delighted with the budding young writers’ 
success and believes the competition helped them to use their 
imaginations.

KILMORE’S young and 
not-so-young residents 
gathered in the village 
hall last Wednesday for 
The Kilmore and District 
SWRI’s annual beetle drive.

After a hectic and very 
competitive six rounds, the 
teams broke up for some 
light refreshments. 

There was also a produce 

TWO THOUGHTFUL girls from Lochnell Primary School 
have organised a coffee morning this Saturday in Benderloch 
to raise funds which will allow two of their classmates to attend 
Riding for the Disabled more often.

The two hosts of the fundraiser, 10-year-old Freya 
MacKechnie and 9-year-old Eilid MacPherson know how much 

and they want to help them attend more often.
The coffee morning will take place in Benderloch’s Victory 

Hall between 10am and 12pm this Saturday.

business. Sally is running 
polymer clay workshops 
for rural members later in 
May, and full day courses in 
Craobh Haven.
Fingerless gloves were the 
challenge for the monthly 
handicrafts competition, 
and it was gold for Joan 
Maclean, Jenny Miller 
and Anne Malloch and 
silver for Margaret Devine, 
Ruth Russell and Fiona 
MacCallum. 

In the housewives’ 
competition, it was gold for 

cakes with silver for Ruth 
Russell and red for Ann 
Malloch.

In preparation for the big 
area show on April 19 in 
the Corran Halls, the next 

arranging demonstration by 
Karen Mackie.

Dunbeg Primary School pupils show off their certificates 
15_t12dunbegprimary1

stall, a bric-a-brac table and 

raised.
The next meeting of 

the SWRI will be on 

in the Kilmore Community 
Hall when there will be a 
presentation on the work 
of The Children’s Hospice 
Association Scotland.

Caroline Jamieson celebrates her jackpot win. 16_t12shintyball01

vehicle to tip over. Suspecting 
the liquid would be leaking 
Police Scotland closed the road 
at Glencoe and Tyndrum but an 
operation to recover the vehicle 
prevented any leakage.

Hydrogen peroxide has a 
number of uses, including hair 
dye.

back here. It’s the kids’ future 
this impacts on.’

Mr Russell MSP said: ‘There is 
a range of concerns raised by the 
islanders over education.

‘One is the issue of teacher 
recruitment; a subject I was 
speaking on last Tuesday in 
Oban, urging the council to take 
a more proactive and aggressive 
view on recruitment. Argyll and 
Bute is a great place to live and 
teach and they need to market 
that aspect much better. I am 
concerned about what I have 
heard and I am now waiting to 
hear what the council will do 
next.’

A council spokeswoman said: 
‘We would encourage anyone 
with any questions about the 
school to discuss it with the head 
teacher directly or attend one of 
the information events held at 
the school.’

By STEVEN FLANAGAN

everything is still very much on 
the table - including the possibil-
ity of dropping S4-S6.’

The news comes as a petition 
highlighting concerns about the 
school was circulated around 
the island last week, gathering 
120 names - 48 of which were 
parents - in just four days. It has 
since been presented to Michael 
Russell, Argyll and Bute’s MSP.

Mark Armstrong, chairman 
of Tiree Parent Council, has 
now called for clarity from the 
council’s head of education, 
Cleland Sneddon, over plans for 
the school’s future.

Speaking ahead of a meeting 
of the parent council on Tuesday 
night, Mr Armstrong said: ‘I 
think everyone is aware there 
are some issues at the school 

- as there is at every school - and 
these have been discussed at our 
meetings. 

‘We have asked Cleland for 

deny The Oban Times’ article. 
As a parent council, we are 
concerned.’

The petition was arranged by 
parent John MacCaskill, who 
claims there has been ‘con-
tinuous decline’ at the school in 
recent years.

Among the concerns high-
lighted by the petition is a 
teacher shortage limiting subject 
choice and quality of education. 

‘There seems to be a diverse 
number of concerns in the com-
munity; some more serious than 
others,’ he said. 

‘I moved back to the island 
about seven or eight years ago 
and I’m reduced to a feeling of 
guilt that I brought my family 

Tiree parents call 
for school answers

Nonagenarian celebrates shinty win with a sherry 

Business award for 
Islay pupils
YOUNG entrepreneurs in 

Ellen Primary School have 
been working hard to set up 
and manage their own soap and 
bath bomb business and are 
to receive an award from the 
Social Enterprise Academy. 

Scent-Citizens have been 
heavily involved in the running 
of the business and now sell 
their products at school events 
and to the Islay Hotel.

The children wanted to invest 

back into the local community 
and decided that they would 
like to help develop the new 

time an award of this type 
has been given to an Islay 
primary school and a group of 
the children will be attending a 
grand ceremony to collect their 
award on June 4.

AFTER moving to the area from 
Lancashire in north west England, 

move to the Highlands.
John Abraham joined the staff of 

the Lorn and Islands Hospital last 
week, completing the three-man 
team after an 18-month search by 

A general surgeon, John is 
something of a rarity. The local 
Community Health Partnership 
(CHP) last week said the lack of 
generalists was posing a headache 
for the NHS across Scotland and 

particularly for rural areas, which 
require more generalists than 

majority of trainee doctors in recent 
years have tended to specialise, 
increasing the problems. 

Appeal
Some rural areas have also found 

appointments for clinical positions, 
but John said the location was part 
of the appeal. 

He said: ‘I worked in Lancaster 
and Kendal as a consultant surgeon 
since 1995, but I decided I would 
like to have a change. I saw this 

position and it appealed - I really 
like the idea of rural surgery.

‘I like building relationships with 
patients over a period of time and I 
can do that far more here.

‘I’m also really fond of this part of 
the world, having been coming up 
here most of my life.

‘There is a huge amount to attract 
people to the Highlands and to 

I hear about problems related to 
recruitment.’

He added: ‘Delivery of surgical 
care is a team effort.  It’s not just 
about me, it’s about the whole 

team.’ His appointment may also 
lead to the introduction of new 
services, with John investigating 
carrying out vascular surgery at the 
hospital.

John moves to the area with his 
wife Nicky, a GP who will this 
summer take up her new job at 
Taynuilt Medical Practice.

Donald Watt, Clinical Services 
Manager at the hospital, said: 
‘John’s appointment completes the 
three surgeon posts we have here. 
We’re delighted to bring him on 
board and he’ll be a great addition 
to our local health services.’

Oban man jailed for 20 months for assault and robbery

Consultant general surgeon 
John Abraham, who joined 

the team at Oban’s Lorn and 
Islands Hospital last week. 

15_t12hospital1

New surgeon appointed after long search

Bridge of Orchy lorry crash 
closes A82 for 12 hours

THREE other areas of the A83 
near the Rest and Be Thankful 
will be prioritised for upgrades, 
Scotland’s transport minister 
has announced.

Following Tuesday’s meet-
ing to the A83 Taskforce, the 
Minister said investigations on 
the route between Inveraray 
and Tarbet were ongoing, with 
plans afoot to shore up hillsides 
at Cairndow, Glen Kinglas and 
Loch Shira.

The meeting of the Taskforce 
was brought forward from the 
summer in the wake of increased 
concern over the route, with 
frequent landslides in the area.

Mr Brown said: ‘We cannot 
prevent landslides from occur-
ring, but we can help manage 
and reduce the impact and 
disruption caused to the public 
and local businesses using this 
vital route.

‘Investigations at other known 
high landslide risk areas on the 
A83 at Cairndow, Glen Kinglas 
and Loch Shira are on-going and 
we are looking at options to pro-
vide mitigation of a similar level 
to the Rest and Be Thankful at 
these locations.’

The group will meet again in 
June. 

Minister gives A83 
priority status
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Morvern LinesBypass route 
options go on 
public display
NINE options for a replacement 
route round the rockfall-prone 
A890 Stromeferry bypass will 
be presented to the public at two 
drop-in sessions next week.

The consultation events, in 
Lochcarron Village Hall on 
Thursday and in Achmore 
Village Hall on Friday, will run 
from 1pm to 7 pm.

Representatives from 
Highland Council and 
consultants URS Infrastructure 
and Environment UK Ltd will 
be present to take comments 
and answer questions.

Possible alternative routes 
include a bridge across the 
narrows between Lochcarron 
and Stromeferry and a 
by-pass through Attadale Estate 
between Strathcarron Junction 
and Glen Udalain.

The long process to select a 
preferred option for the new 
route started in autumn 2012,  
when the council appointed 
URS to carry out the appraisal. 

The council is expected to 
select its preferred route in 
autumn 2014 based on the 
consultants’ recommendations.

The bypass has been affected 
by rock fall and intermittent 
closures since it opened in 1970. 

CONTROVERSIAL proposals 
to demolish a former school 
in Lochaber have provoked a 
furious storm of protest amid 
concerns the area’s architectural 
heritage is being lost.

Kingairloch Estate, owned by 
Susan Larson and her mother 
Angela Yeoman, has applied 
to Highland Council to knock 
down the old Kingairloch School 
at Camusnacroise and replace it 
with a modern dwelling house.

The low stone building, 
believed to date to around 1770, 
stands in a scenic glen on the 
western shore of Loch Linnhe. 

The school served a once-
vibrant community before its 
closure in 1983 and was occupied 

private house.
When the school was open, 

more than a dozen permanent 
local families lived and 
worked on the estate, including 
shepherds, a farmer, gardener, 
staff in the mansion house, 
foresters and gamekeepers.

Among the objectors is 
former Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley, who stayed 
in the schoolhouse on several 
occasions in the 1970s.

In a submission to council 
planners, he said the glen had 
been ‘deliberately run down’ 
and was now an empty land with 
no permanent population and 
just holiday homes. 

He said: ‘As a society we have 
been unable to stop the emptying 
of this lovely glen, so can the 
planning authority at least insist 
on the retention of this lovely 
and historic school building?

‘It can still be let to make money 
for the absentee millionaire 
owners. But they may not want 
to be reminded that there was 
a school and an indigenous 
population for thousands of 

THE ISLE of Tiree will see a 
roads improvement programme 
worth £1.1m carried out on its 

works there since the break-up of 
Strathclyde Regional Council.

-
ary of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Roads Reconstruction Pro-
gramme spend in 2014 - 2015, 
worth around £7m across the 
county, as every council-owned 
road on the island will undergo 
surface dressing work from 
April.

£21m three-year capital project, 
which aims to improve the coun-
cil’s main routes. Since 2011 the 
council has upgraded nearly 40 

A YOUNG piano student 
has repaid her tutor’s faith in 
her by winning a prestigious 
competition in Edinburgh.

Iena Kurishita, 17, began 
lessons with Oban piano teacher 
Kenn Harrower two-and-a-half 
years ago, when her family 
moved to the town from Japan.

And two weeks ago the 
teenager won the piano solo 
French Composers competition 

ARGYLL Community Housing 

new-build programme for 2014 that 
will see 102 homes built for rent.

The association, by the end of 
March this year, will have all 102 
units underway on sites throughout 
Argyll.

The developments will be in Oban 

(40 units), Bowmore (20 units), 
Inveraray (12 units), Helensburgh 
(12 units), Connel (eight units), 
Tarbert (eight units) and Bonawe 
(two units). 

The total capital value of the 
projects is £13,654,367, made up 
of contributions from the Scottish 
Government of £5,583,789, ACHA 

£5,554,371 and Argyll and Bute 
Council £2,516,207.

The work on site will provide 162 
construction jobs.

Alastair MacGregor, ACHA’s 
chief executive, said: ‘In these 

housing developments will not 
only provide 102 desperately 

needed homes but will provide 
much-needed jobs in the housing 
construction sector.’

Michael Russell, MSP for Argyll 
and Bute, added: ‘These houses will 
provide much-needed attractive 
homes for local people and as they 
are being built they will provide 
jobs for local people too.’

The new build housing initiatives 
are intended to meet housing 

communities across Argyll and 
Bute. The waiting list demand for 
affordable housing is currently 
around 3,500, with particular 
pressure points in Oban, Islay, Mid 
Argyll and Helensburgh. 

MSP invests             
in  Mull hydro 
scheme
AN MSP who has spoken out 
in favour of renewable energy 
is putting his money where his 
mouth is by investing in a hydro 
scheme on the Isle of Mull.

Mike MacKenzie, an MSP 
for Highlands and Islands, has 
shown his support for Green 
Energy Mull’s (GEM) hydro 
scheme project by becoming a 
voting member. 

The project is a 400kw hydro 
scheme that will generate an 
income stream for the islands 
of Mull and Iona, returning 
between £30,000 and £100,000 

To raise capital for the 
scheme, shares in GEM are 
being sold and nearly £400,000 
has been invested.

Richard Thorne, operations 
and development manager at 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, said: ‘It is especially 
good that Mike believes in this 
scheme and is willing to put his 
money where his mouth is.’

Mr MacKenzie said: ‘I am 
delighted to be able to help this 
very innovative and pioneering 
project. Scotland has an 
enormous renewable energy 
potential and I am passionate 
about communities realising 
these opportunities and 
having ownership of their own 
projects.’

FRUSTRATED walkers are having to resort 
to clearing dog mess that has been left by 
inconsiderate pet owners on Gillie’s Path at 
Oban Airport.

One complainer spoke of how there are 
‘piles of dog mess’ along the path.

There is a council bin provided at the 
entrance to Gillie’s Path and the walk has 
recently been tidied of weeds and gorse but 
now its natural beauty is being spoiled by 
some dog walkers. 

Margaret Adams, Ardchattan Community 

Council chairwoman, said: ‘Sometimes 
when people complain, it’s enough to make 
people stop doing it.’

Problem
A spokesperson for Argyll and Bute 

Council said, ‘People not clearing up their 
dog’s mess is a problem across Argyll and 
Bute and indeed across Scotland. 

‘Should responsible dog owners or walkers 
have any concerns then they should phone 
our dog fouling or dog control number on 
01546 605514.’

per cent of its A class roads, 
amounting to 400 kilometres.

Catriona MacLennan of 
Tiree-based haulage company 
MacLennan Motors said: ‘Argyll 
and Bute Council has always 
tended to just patch up the roads 
on Tiree, which I always thought 
was just throwing money away.

‘It is fantastic this much money 
is being directed to Tiree because 
for the past 20 years they have 
been neglected.

‘The island is very fortunate to 
get this level of investment and 
I look forward to seeing a good 
job well done.’   

The Isle of Mull has been 
allocated £1.42m to upgrade 
sections of the A849 at MacCal-

lum Garage, Assapol Cottage to 
Fraoch Mor, Hazelbank Cottage 
and Callachlay.

Elsewhere in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles, a total of £290,000 will 
be spent carrying out inlay work 
on Oban’s Campbell Street, 
Dalrioch Road and Polvinster 
Road.

Carriageway resurfacing will 
also take place on the A816 at 
Oude Dam.

On the A819, south of Kilchurn, 
£246,000 has been set aside 
for carriageway widening and 
overlay work, while the crum-
bling B845 between Taynuilt 
and Kilchrenan will receive 
much needed strengthening and 
widening work worth £200,000.

Carriageway widening and 
overlay will take place on the 
A816 between Kilninver and 
Scammadale, worth £110,000.

The council has also recently 
agreed to adopt the former 
private section of Achaleven 
Road in Connel and has al-
located £57,000 to bring it up to 
standard.

But addressing councillors at 
last Wednesday’s Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee 
meeting, the council’s roads 
performance manager, Callum 
Robertson, accepted the in-
creased spending on roads was 
unlikely to continue.

He said: ‘We have demon-
strated over the years that we 

can deliver most of the work 
in-house. The capital budget is 
slightly reduced for the years to 
come and schemes in the future 
will be curtailed.

‘It is in the grip of the council 
to decide if they want to maintain 
this level of funding.’

Asked how he would cope with 
a reduced budget, Mr Robertson 
replied: ‘I am comfortable with 
that because of the huge invest-
ment we have made in the roads; 
it is spend to save, if you like.’

Councillor Louise Glen Lee 
congratulated the roads depart-
ment on its work but urged it to 
speak with BEAR Scotland on 
the deterioration of the area’s 
trunk roads.

Iena Kurishita with her prizewinners’ certificate. 

at the Edinburgh Competition 
Festival.

A delighted Kenn said: ‘She 
had passed her grade 4 exam in 
Japan but I saw a lot of potential 
and catapulted her to grade 8.

‘She is totally committed to 
learning and is very talented. 
With this win she has moved 
into the league of national 
competition.’

Iena, who last year won 

the Lady Fermoy Cup at the 
Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival, will play her 
prizewinning Edinburgh piece 
at the Piano Fun event in Oban’s 
Glencruitten Parish Church on 
March 30 at 3pm.

The event gives Kenn’s pupils 
and other young pianists the 
chance to play in public, while 
raising money to maintain Oban 
Music Society’s piano. 

Tiree welcomes £1.1m 
of road improvements 

RUSSIA is in the news these days and although it lies more than 
1,500 miles away, there was a time when there were a number 
of links binding Morvern and Mull to the ruling families of this 
vast and powerful empire. 

Jacobite Camerons of Glendessary, lived at Acharn in Morvern. 
Charles became architect to the Russian Empress, Catherine 

II, known as ‘The Great’. Cameron arrived in Russia in the 
summer of 1779 and through his talent soon came to the 
attention of the Empress. 

the former residence of the imperial family near St Petersburg, 
whose façade is a staggering 1,200 feet long.

Having delighted the Empress with this she commissioned 
him to build the Agate Pavilion in the palace grounds, 
described by experts as ‘the most exquisitvely elegant, neoclas-
sical interior in 18th century Europe’. 

He also built the ‘Cameron Gallery’ which is the only building 
in the world, it is believed, to be named after its architect.  In 
later years when the Empress was too old and heavy to walk up 
the steps of the ‘Kameronova Gallereya’, he added an inclined 
ramp to assist her.

Charles Cameron found Russian workmen lazy, incompetent 
and thieving and more used to working with wood than stone so 
he imported labour from Scotland; perhaps even from Lochaber 
and Morvern. 

He died in St Petersberg. His grave is no longer known and his 
distinguished career disappeared into oblivion and obscurity for 
many years thanks to the anti-Jacobite brigade. 

Back in Morvern there are a number of Cameron of 

is complete in every sense of the word except that it lacks an 
inscription. 

It is thought to have been commissioned for Charles by his 
family in the hope that one day his body would come back to 
Morvern from Russia. It seems it never did and the stone was 
left unmarked.

The second link was Catherine Mackinnon who was born 
in 1778 at Uisken on the Ross of Mull. Her mother was a 
Macdonald and her father, John Mackinnon, known locally 
as ‘Gobha Fada’, (the tall smith), was a cattle dealer and 
blacksmith at Gribun around 1800. 

elected Professor of Celtic Languages, Literature, History and 
Antiquities at Edinburgh University, a chair he occupied from 
1882 to the year of his death in 1914. 

According to several sources Catherine went to live with an 
aunt in Edinburgh when she was in her early twenties. 

There she met Norman Macleod of Fiunary and an 

Petersburg. Both encouraged her to travel to Russia where she 
met someone who introduced her to a member of the Russian 
Imperial Family. 

However, according to Ross of Mull tradition, the Russian 
Royal Family was cruising in Scottish waters; they came ashore 
near Gribun where during a walk met Catherine and her family.  

Taken by her natural charm and pleasant manner they invited 
her to return with them to Russia. Her parents consented, 
feeling that she would have greater opportunities there than on 
Mull. 

Whatever the true story is we will never know but Catherine, 
the blacksmith’s daughter from Gribun, served three Czars 
and was nanny and governess to their children; this is why 

visited London. He even picked up some Gaelic from Catherine 
and could sing a few songs in the language! 

 When the Crimean War began in 1853, Catherine, now an 
old lady, decided she could not live in the palace while Russian 
troops were killing her countrymen, so she asked if she could 
retire. Sad to let her go, the Czar asked if there was anything 
he could do. ‘Nothing’, was her reply, except to order his army 
commanders to show mercy to any Highlanders wounded or 
taken prisoner. This he did.

After the Crimean War ended and shortly before she died in 
1858, Catherine wrote to her family in Mull to tell them that she 
had lent a considerable fortune to a Col. Michael Kiriakoff of 
the Emperor’s Guard at St Petersburg. 

He was to return it to them in full but it never reached Mull. 
Interestingly The Oban Times tried to help her relatives by 
publishing articles and letters on the subject, but the wherea-
bouts of the ‘Russian Fortune’ remains a mystery to this day.

When Catherine was dying it is said that the Czar came to 
her bedside every day to read to her from the Gaelic Bible from 
which she had taught him. 

The Imperial Family never forgot her and some years later, 
according to The Oban Times of July 2 1892, Czar Alexander 
III ordered a length of tweed from her old home on the Ross of 
Mull to remember her by.

Iain Thornber 
iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

years. The school is worthy of 
protection.’

Another objector, local 
historian Iain Thornber, who 
was educated at Kingairloch, 
highlighted the school’s role in 
the community.

He said: ‘The schoolroom 
although small, had a friendly, 
warm and welcoming atmosphere 
so often missing from schools 
today which I believe was to do 
with the age of the building.

‘Mrs MacDonald, the 
exceptionally talented teacher 
from Coll, when I was there, 
installed a sense of history 
and pride in the heritage of the 
area in me which I have never 
forgotten.’

According to the council’s 
historic environment team, the 
building is of ‘local and regional 
importance’ and demolition 
would be contrary to the 
Highland-wide development 
plan.

this case there appears to be no 

of an irreplaceable part of 
Kingairloch’s heritage and the 
proposal is therefore deemed to 
be unacceptable.’  

‘Should the application be 
granted consent, a condition 
requiring the recording of 
the building in advance of 
development will be required.’

Mairi Scott Cameron, who 
taught at Kingairloch for 10 
years until its closure, was 
another critic.

Ms Cameron, from 
Achaphubuil, said: ‘We are 
losing everything that made it 
like a community. Apart from 
the church down at Kingairloch 
we won’t be able to tell anything 
about the place.’

No-one from the estate 
provided a comment.

The stone at Kiel which may have been intended for Charles 
Cameron, architect to Catherine the Great of Russia. 

Up for demolition: the old school at Kingairloch. 

Piano student hits all the right notes

Work starts on 102 new homes for rent

Concern over airport path dog mess 

Row rages over 
Lochaber school 
demolition plan

A LUCKY reader has won a day’s bike 
hire and a free railway journey as part of a 
competition run by The Oban Times, Nevis 
Cycles and ScotRail.

Mrs JM Davies, of Bunessan, Isle of Mull, 

correctly answered the question: What 
bike hire discount does Nevis Cycles offer 
to people using the Freedom of Scotland 
Travelpass? The answer was 15 per cent.

The competition was published in The 

Oban Times on February 27. Mrs Davies 
has been given a day’s free bike hire for two 
adults from Nevis Cycles in Fort William, 

tickets on any ScotRail journey.

Ploughing match 
postponed
THIS year’s Lorn Ploughing 
Match has been postponed 
for one week after organisers 

Estate, Kilmore, to be too wet.
The event was due to take 

place this Saturday but will now 
be held on Saturday, March 29.

A number of prizes are on 
offer, including The Oban Times
Trophy for the best rig.

Four pairs of horses are 
expected to compete in a 
horse-drawn plough section.

Lucky Mull reader wins bike hire and rail tickets

acquisition of the assets of The Loch Lomond 
Distillery Company for an undisclosed sum.

The company’s assets have been acquired 
by the newly-formed Loch Lomond Group, 
in which Exponent Private Equity owns a 
majority stake, with the management team 
also investing.

The Loch Lomond Distillery Company’s 
assets include the Loch Lomond Distillery 
in Alexandria; the Glen Catrine packaging 

plant at Mauchline in Ayrshire; the Glen 
Scotia malt distillery in Campbeltown; and 
the Glen Catrine Bonded Warehouse Ltd, 
one of the largest independent bottling 
plants in Scotland.

Challenge
Loch Lomond Group’s management team 

will work alongside the existing management 
to take on the challenge. Former Diageo 

the new business. 

Distillery company’s assets sold

Overnight closures of the A82 at Pulpit 
Rock, south of Ardlui will begin on 
Monday 24 March, continuing until 
Friday 28 March 2014.

The road will close at 2200hrs and 
re-open each day at 0600hrs. The 
A82 will remain open either side of 
the closure.

Diversion routes between these hours 
will be northbound via the A83 at Tarbet, 
A819 and A85 and southbound via the 
A85 at Tyndrum, A819 and A83.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.

This is to allow essential work to be 
carried out safely on the A82 Pulpit Rock 
improvement project.

For further information please visit:

www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/
projects/A82-Improvements/A82-
Pulpit-Rock

A82 overnight 
closures
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FEARS that a crash in gold and 
silver prices may have derailed 
plans to build a mine in the hills 
of Cononish are fading this week 
after signs of recovery.

Scotgold has been encouraged 
by the recent climb in the value of 
both gold and silver, following a 
price plunge last year that wiped 
£40million from the value of the 
precious metals hidden under 
the hills near Tyndrum.

However, the company still 
has to re-negotiate the terms of 
a £1.5million loan from South 
African bank RMB Resources 
by June 30 before it can make 
any progress on attracting fresh 
investment for the development, 
which could create several jobs 
for the local area.

An investment deal has been 
struck to meet the majority of 
the terms of the loan, with the 
company hoping to renegotiate 
terms for the balance within the 
month.

MCCAIG’S Tower is to be lit up in purple 
- the colours of Epilepsy Scotland - in a bid 
to raise awareness of the condition.

The charity’s international Purple Day on 
March 26 will see events held across the 
world but McCaig’s Tower will be one of 
the few Scottish landmarks to be bathed in 
purple light.

Fiona Bennett, from Ardchattan, and 
Taynuilt’s David Vick, who have both 
suffered from epilepsy, are leading the local 
efforts to mark Purple Day.

Fiona, who came up with the McCaig’s 

diagnosed you feel very lonely because it is 
not a condition that is talked about.

‘But everyone has a story about epilepsy 
and you are certainly not alone. By lighting 
up the tower I hope to make more people 

aware of the condition and help them 
understand it.’ Based on Epilepsy Scotland’s 
estimates nearly 1,000 people in Argyll and 
Bute and more than 3,000 people within 
NHS Highland could have the condition.

Fiona was diagnosed at 17 and although 
she said the condition ‘hugely impacted’ on 
her life - she once suffered a seizure while 
crossing a road - the effects of the condition 
have lessened with medication and she has 

David, however, has only recently been 
diagnosed after having a seizure at work ‘out 
of the blue’.

A mechanic to trade, David is unable to 
drive for fear of suffering a seizure.

‘It has totally knocked me,’ David admitted. 
‘I’m a mechanic that can’t drive and I love 
classic cars, so I took the news pretty hard. It 

was like someone had chopped my legs off.
‘The seizures come without warning 

and afterwards you feel disorientated, like 
feeling really drunk. I hope that by raising 
awareness of this condition I can make 
people think about it more and recognise 
when someone has had a seizure.’ 

With the help of Louis Barrow from 
Oban’s Corran Halls, it is hoped McCaig’s 
Tower will be lit up in the days leading up 
to Purple Day.

Epilepsy Scotland Public Affairs 
spokeswoman Allana Parker said: ‘We 
applaud Fiona Bennett’s efforts in arranging 
for Oban’s prominent McCaig’s Tower to 
glow purple on March 26.

‘I’m sure Fiona’s example will inspire 
others to ask for their local landmarks to be 
part of international Purple Day.’

A LOCHABER care home is 
well on its way to funding much 
needed new facilities thanks to a 
generous donation. 

in Glensanda Quarry where 
she works and raised £2,620 

Ballachulish. 
Thanks to this boost, the char-

ity has almost reached its £10,000 
target to install a new bath with 
an electric moving seat. 

Louise Duffy, deputy manager 

a great job. Facilities like this 
make such a difference to the 
residents and we always have 
a list of things to upgrade or 
replace. We’re an independent 
charity and so much of what we 

PLANNING for the 2017 Royal 
National Mòd in Fort William is 
underway after the local organising 
committee (LOC) was formed at a 
public meeting last week.

The Gaelic cultural showpiece 
was universally hailed as a huge 
success when it was last held in the 
Lochaber town in 2007.

Now the new LOC faces the 
daunting task of making the 2017 
Mòd even better by enlisting a 
team of local volunteers to ensure 
the event runs smoothly at grass-
roots level.

But it was a muted start for the 
campaign as only around 15 people 
turned up to Caol Community 
Centre to appoint the committee.

Opening the meeting, Janet Mac-
Donald, convenor of An Comunn 
Gàidhleach, the national body in 
overall charge of the Mòd, said: ‘It’s 

amazing to think that it will be 10 
years since the last Royal National 
Mòd was last in Fort William.

‘I am pleased to see you and I 
would liked to have double this 
number here - but I’m sure you will 
all do your best to ensure we have a 
successful Mòd here in three and a 
half years’ time.’

Ronald Cameron, vice-convenor 
of Meur Lochabair, the local branch 
of An Comunn which runs the 
provincial Lochaber Mòd, was ap-
pointed LOC convenor, with Linda 
Campbell secretary and Sandra 

More people will be needed to 
lead committees to co-ordinate 
fundraising, fringe events, accom-
modation, stewarding and transport 
of competitors between venues.

Linda Campbell said: ‘If we can’t 

have to go out from here tonight 
and see who we can get involved. 
We have to work with local people 
to make sure this is a success.’

Councillor Brian Murphy sug-
gested the LOC should again set up 
a liaison committee with sponsors 
Highland Council and look at set-
ting up a base on the High Street.

He said: ‘There are plenty of 
vacant shops and it would be good 
to get that started early so you can 
start fundraising as soon as pos-
sible.’

Asked by Councillor Murphy how 
much funding would be needed, 
Mr Cameron said: ‘The Inverness 
Mòd has to raise £30,000 this year 
so I would think it would be of that 
order.’ 

Fort William will host the eight-
day celebration of Gaelic music and 
culture from October 13-20, 2017.

A NEW rehabilitation room at 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hos-

boost to people aiming to get 
back on their feet.

Kitted out with state-of-the art 
equipment, the hospital’s physi-
otherapy department is using the 
room to help in-patients regain 
the full use of their legs and 
arms following accidents and 
for procedures to remedy heart 
problems or back surgery.

in addition to the physiotherapy 
room on the hospital’s ground 

Macmillan nursing team, which 
has moved into a new, purpose 
designed area.

Derek Laidler, acting team 
leader of the hospital’s physi-
otherapy department, welcomed 
the addition of the new space.

Wrong address 
given in court 
AN ADDRESS provided in 
Oban Sheriff Court for James 
Hendry, who was convicted 
earlier this month for sending 
abusive, derogatory and sexual 
remarks, was incorrect.

was provided with the address 
of 5 Combie Street, Oban, for 
Hendry, 32, when it should in 
fact have been 5 Combie Court, 
Oban.

Following the offence, Hendry 
was returned to prison to 
complete the remaining 182 
days of an unexpired sentence. 

from South Uist managed to get 
arrested twice within the same 
month when working on Mull, 
for passing counterfeit notes and 
taking a car without permission.

John Anthony MacNeil, aged 
21, of  Clover, Ardnamonie, 
South Uist, came away from 
Oban Sheriff Court on Monday 
with a total of £550 in motoring 

order including 90 hours unpaid 
work. 

The offences all date back to 
2012. He admitted that on July 
14 he passed or tendered as 
genuine a counterfeit £20 note at 
the Tobermory Co-op and also at 
the Mishnish Hotel; the next day 
he did the same at MacGochan’s 
Bistro and again at the Co-op.

MacNeil also admitted motor-
ing offences in July 19 when he 
took and drove away a car with-
out the owner’s consent; drove 
without due care and attention, 
crashing the car into a fence and 
no valid insurance.

Sentence had been deferred 
from previous hearings.

Defence agent Edward Thorn-
ton said that MacNeil had been 

island. 
‘He found these [counterfeit] 

notes within the room he was 
renting, they were relatively 
amateurish copies.’

Text message to 
former partner 
leads to £250 fine
A TEXT message to a former 

when he appeared before Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

The message sent by Duncan 
MacMillan age 43, of Glenura, 
Ardconnel Road, Oban, was 
received by the woman on 
December 21 last year when at 
her place of work in the town.

MacMillan pled not guilty to 
sending a message which was of 
a grossly offensive, or indecent 
or obscene or menacing 
character; uttering threats with 
the message.

She told the court she was in 
tears after reading the text.

MacMillan never denied 
sending the message, but told 
the court: ‘It wasn’t meant to be 
offensive, it was just the wrong 
wording. 

‘I was trying to make my 
point.’

‘Childish name-calling is 
almost becoming an offence,’ 
said MacMillan’s defence agent 
Edward Thornton.

Man threatened  
to publish 
intimate photos of 
ex on Facebook
FOLLOWING a bitter break-up 
a man threatened to post 
intimate photographs of his ex 
on his Facebook page, Oban 
Sheriff Court heard on Monday.

First-time offender Joseph 
Kulaszewicz, aged 40, of Tigh 
Ban, Kilchrenan, admitted 
sending a text to the woman 
on November 15  last year 
threatening to put the pictures 
online.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said Kulaszewicz 
took umbrage to the complainer 
having a photograph of him on 
her Facebook account.

15 he texted her: ‘Delete. If not 
I will put your photos on my 

photos I have of you.’ She was 

the police.’
Gordon Seaton, Kulaszewicz’ 

defence agent, presented two 
references of good character to 
Sheriff Douglas Small, adding: 
‘He is well thought of in the 
community, both personally and 
as a good worker.’

Kulaszewicz £450. 

Looking forward to 2017: Back: An Comunn Mòd development officer James Graham, An Comunn 
convenor Janet MacDonald, LOC convenor Ronald Cameron, An Comunn chief executive John 

Morrison, and LOC member Ann-Marie MacRae.  Front: Katie McCluskie, Moira Robertson, Sandra 
MacCallum and Linda Campbell of the LOC with Councillor Brian Murphy. 20_f12mod01

Fiona Bennett and David Vick have arranged for McCaig’s Tower in Oban to be lit up in support of Epilepsy Scotland’s Purple Day. 
16_t12epilepsy01

Managing director of Scotgold, 
Chris Sangster, said: ‘The deal is 
subject to a couple of regulatory 
issues we’re proceeding with at 
the moment, which should take 
another month or so.

‘The prices have picked up 
quite nicely of late, but people 
are optimistic and pessimistic in 
equal measure. 

‘You could put 100 people in a 
room and they wouldn’t agree on 
prices. 

‘However, the recovery at the 
moment would appear to be 
sustainable and that’s not a bad 
place to be.’

agreement to take on new 
investors would see a new 
company established, Marketco, 
which will market a proportion of 
future gold and silver produced 
on site in Cononish in the form 
of ‘dore’ bars, low purity bars 

These would be marketable 

as Scottish gold and silver, with 
Scotgold to sell it to Marketco at 
a premium of 10 per cent.

Scotgold would retain 40 per 
cent of the shares in Marketco, 
with investors retaining the 

Community Development Trust 
holding 20 per cent.

The value of Scotgold’s project 
had dropped massively after last 
summer’s crash in the price of 
both gold and silver.  

With 160,000 ounces of 
gold and 596,000 silver in the 
Cononish hills, near Tyndrum, 
its value had gone from a 
high of nearly £190million in 
September 2012, to an a low of 
around £124million in January 
this year.

Since the turn of the year there 
has been a steady climb in the 
value of the metals, although the 
combined value as of Monday 
of just over £139million is still 
£49million below its peak value. 

Lorn and Islands Hospital’s acting physiotherapy team leader 
Derek Laidler shows off the new rehabilitation room. 15_t12physio1

to patients. From an in-patient 
point of view, it’s vital we’ve got 
a space where we can work with 
them without the distraction of 
the ward. From our point of view, 
it means we can run rehabilita-
tion classes without interfering 
with clinical areas, for example 
when classes are running.

‘Last year, we had about 2,500 
patients. There can be days when 
we can see 10 or 20 people per 
day, so this is a big help.’

New equipment bought by the 
hospital to help with patient re-
habilitation includes a recumbent 
bicycle worth £2,500, which was 
paid for by Argyll Beats Cardio-
vascular Disease (ABCD), and 
a £5,000 MotoMed machine, 
which uses ‘resistive feedback’ 
to aid mobility recovery, which 
was bought by the hospital.

Wendy King (left) presented Abbeyfield Care Home’s deputy 
manager Louise Duffy with a generous cheque after holding a 

fundraising raffle. 

do depends on donations and 
fundraising from local people.’ 

Ms King, a kitchen assistant 
at Glensanda Quarry, owned by 
Aggregate Industries,  acquired 
prizes such as an iPad mini, a 
laptop, a sat nav and a TV and 

said: ‘We received a couple of 
donations but the large majority 

ticket sales. My nana spent the 

and the care she received was 
fantastic so it’s really nice to be 
able to give something back.’

Ms King and Ms Duffy thanked 
Aggregate Industries for allow-

businesses for donations and 
everyone who bought tickets.

Purple tower puts spotlight on epilepsy  

Mod 2017 planning underway as 
town forms organising commitee

Firm’s gold 
mine plan 
still on track

New room helps patients

South Uist 
man arrested 
twice in a 
month
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AFTER award winning 
performances at Celtic 
Connections, Marit Fält 
and Rona Wilkie will play 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall 

PLAY Pieces theatre group will 
bring its new contemporary 
work Forcan Beaga (Little 
Forks) to The Sunart Centre in 
Strontian next Wednesday.

The performance, which 
is in Gaelic and English and 
combines drama with live 
music, gets underway at 8pm.

Councillor Hamish 
Fraser, chairperson of 
Highland Council’s Gaelic 
implementation group, said: 
‘We are delighted to be 
supporting Forcan Beaga as a 
unique way of presenting Gaelic 
in theatre and we look forward 
to the public enjoying the 
performances later this month.’ 

KNOCKBRECK Primary 
School in north Skye will hold 
its annual show tomorrow 
(Friday). 

This year, the school’s four 
pupils and two nursery children 
will entertain their local 
community at Hallin, north of 
Dunvegan, with a performance 
of Sleeping Beauty.

SOUTH Lochaber Primary 
Schools will compete in a 
dodgeball tournament on 
Tuesday (March 25). 

Pupils in P5-7 from Duror, 
Glencoe, Kinlochleven, 
Ballachulish and St Bride’s will 
take part in the competition 
in the Duror and Kentallen 
Community Centre.

GLENELG Primary School 
pupils will show support for a 
campaign to give small  produc-
ers across the world a fair price 
for their produce when they 

fashion show next Wednesday.
The 26 children on the school 

roll will take to the catwalk 
wearing clothes made from 
Fairtrade cotton and perform a 
dance routine. 

Acting head teacher Kate 
MacArthur said any money 
made will go towards Fairtrade 
organisations and school funds. 
The evening starts at 7pm.

AN AWARD-WINNING 
yachtsman held a lecture 
in Duror and Kentallen 
Community Centre. 

Bob Shepton, 78, of Appin 
gave an account of his sail 
through the North West 
Passage, from Greenland to 
Alaska in a small boat. Mr 
Shepton was named Yachtsman 
of the Year in January by the 
Apollo/Yachting Journalists’ 
Association. Proceeds went to 
Duror Primary School. 

DR CAT Barlow, project 
manager of the award winning 
‘Making the Most of the 
Moorlands’ project at Langholm 
in Dumfriesshire, will be guest 
speaker at Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust’s An Clachan 
centre at Torlundy next Friday.

In her talk, ‘A Feathered 
Journey’, Dr Barlow will outline 
why education is so important 
in the world of conservation.

The academic is a volunteer 
for the Rutland Osprey Project 
and has recently returned from 

ACCLAIMED piper Fred 
Morrison will be the headline 
act at a concert in Glengarry 
Community Hall tomorrow 
night.

Members of Lochaber Schools 
Pipe Band will also perform 
at the event, which starts at 
7.30pm.

SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council met at Spean Bridge 
Primary School. 

Members raised concerns about a proposal 

village Spar shop. These included clutter and 

tourist season while others expressed fear about 
security and lack of privacy.

It is thought postal transactions will mirror 
store opening hours, currently 78 hours a week 
in winter and 92 in the summer. All present at 
the meeting were asked to individually respond 
to the consultation, which can be done on the 

and the blocked carrier pipe in Roy Bridge have 
again been reported to BEAR Scotland and fast 
repair has been promised. 

It was also noted that BEAR is carrying out 
a full accident investigation at the Brackletter 
junction on the A82 to determine the cause 
of the recent tragic accidents in an attempt to 
make the road safer. 

Concerns were raised about the absence of 
warning signs on the A86 at the Spean Bridge 
play park, promised to be in place by spring. 
Chairman and secretary John Fotheringham 
will raise the issue again. 

After further complaints about the roads at 
Inveroy and the help of Councillor Bill Clark, 
Highland Council’s Transport, Environment 
and Community Services Committee have 
agreed to clear the ditches and patch up the 
road. 

The next community council meeting will be 
at Spean Bridge Primary School on Tuesday 
April 1.

TEN TEAMS have been 

Colonsay Rugby Festival, which 
takes place on July 26 this year.

Among those who have 

Coll, Lomond, Strathendrick, 
Edinburgh and Oban Lorne.

The tournament began three 
years ago and has been growing 
in popularity every year.

THE FIRST of two Glenorchy 
Camanachd grant applications 

been successful.
The shinty club had requested 

£250 from the An Suidhe 
Wind Farm micro grant fund, 
via Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council.

Last Wednesday at the March 
meeting of the community 
council, there was unanimous 
agreement that the money 
should be granted.

The club has started a second 
team for the 2014 season and 
requires extra funding for sticks 

Another grant application 
for £500 from the community 
council’s own grant funds will 
be considered at the next 
meeting on May 14 in Bridge 
Orchy Church. 

World Book Day fun

Spean Bridge primary was among the Lochaber schools marking World Book day. Staff and pupils 
got into the spirit of the event by dressing up as characters from their favourite children’s book.  

PORTREE Primary School 
pupils and staff celebrated 
World Book Day by dressing up 
as their favourite characters. 

The children took part in a 
quiz and were each given a £1 
voucher towards a new book. 

Head teacher John Finlayson 
joined in the fun dressed up as 
Long John Silver from Treasure 
Island.

IT WAS certainly not a sleepy 
day at Strath of Appin Primary 
on World Book Day, despite 
the pyjamas, cuddly toys and 
bedtime stories.

Staff and pupils enjoyed a day 
of book-themed activities and 
quiet reading time.

They also brought in 

Pre-school and primary pupils dressed in their pyjamas for the day and brought their favourite 
bedtime story and cuddly toy to school. 

photographs of themselves 
reading in unusual or 
interesting places, which 
included reading up trees, on 
diggers, in a wheelbarrow, on 
horse-back and even on a pair 
of skis. 

A ‘Big Book Quiz’ in the 
form of a clan challenge kicked 

off the day with quiz rounds 
including a book-themed 
scavenger hunt, guess the author 
and identify the book character.

Primary 4-7 pupils enjoyed 
a visit to Oban Library in the 
afternoon where they completed 

‘sponsored reading challenge’.

For the recent World Book Day pupils at Dunvegan Primary School were asked to dress up a s a 
favourite character from a book and the rest of the children were asked to guess who they were. 

Portree Primary School head 
teacher John Finlayson with 
fellow pirates Charlie Latton, 

left, and Calum Maclean. 

GLENORCHY

RHUNAHAORINE Primary School pupils 
have done their bit for Fairtrade Fortnight 
this week, asking their school fruit supplier to 
send them only Fairtrade bananas.

Primary 6 pupils, who sent the letter, 
received a reply from Argyll-based fruit 
supplier Breckenridge explaining they will be 
giving them Fairtrade bananas in future. 

The company also donated a basket of fruit 
to the school for their open day today (Friday). 

Pupils of all ages will be going bananas 
with stalls, baking, recipes and music while 
dressed in yellow or in their pyjamas. 

Money raised will go towards Fairtrade 
Fortnight. 

Ruth Reid, headteacher at Rhunhaorine, said 
a big ‘thank you’ to Breckenridge for their 
support.

Rhunahaorine
pupils go bananas 
for Fairtrade

Pupils from Rhuhaorine Primary School 
with their fruit basket and letter from 

Breckenridge. 

WHILST exploring the school garden, the pupils 
at Achaleven Primary could have been mistaken 
for mini-mycologists - or just ‘fun guys’.

The pupils were very excited to discover some 
Auriculariaauricula-judae - commonly known 
as Jelly Ear fungus, growing in the school 
playground.

As keen eco-warriors, they studied the 
fascinating properties of the fungus, which 
can grow on dead wood, and discovered they 

can shrivel up to about half their original size 
when dry. However, the fungus can easily be 
rehydrated to their former glory just by placing 
the wood in water. 

Fungi website and the school’s record has been 
logged with the Highlands Biological Recording 
Group. One of the pupils said: ‘It was great to be 
able to log onto their website and see their record 
– this is what real mycologists do!’

Achaleven Primary School pupils spy the slimy Jelly Ear fungus in the playground. 

Mini mycologists on mushroom march

AT THE March meeting of the 
Killin SWRI, the ladies had 
a most interesting talk from 
Catriona McGeogh, who runs 
her business at Balquidder.

Catriona explained about the 
making of Harris Tweed, which 
is traditionally hand woven and 
still must be to obtain the Harris 

The ladies were invited to 
make covered buttons, which 
was a great success.   The 
evening was then rounded off 
with a cup of tea and biscuits 

TIREE High School will hold 
its annual concert on Thursday, 
April 3 at An Talla, showcasing 
all the talent in both the primary 
and secondary classes.

In the run up to the concert, 
many pupils will be practising 
their instruments more often. 

The school is using the 
rehearsals as an opportu-
nity to raise money for CLIC 
Sergeant‘s Children’s Cancer 
Charity by getting everyone 
involved in a Practise-a-thon. 

Children taking part in Music 
Club and music lessons will 
be asked to participate in a 

minutes every day for a week. 
Children will collect sponsors 

in order to do this and will sign 
to say they have completed their 
practise each day. 

A spokeswoman for the 
school said: ‘We are not looking 
for lots of contributions and 
sponsoring your child 50p for 
the week of Practise-a-thon 
would be more than fantastic. 

‘It’s a great opportunity to 
encourage children to practise 
outwith lessons while raising 
money for a good cause.’

The concert starts at 7.30pm.

TIREE

Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry
Community Council

TORLUNDY

a trip to Senegal and Gambia 
following the journey of some 
of these birds to their wintering 
grounds.

Admission is by donation and 
all funds raised go to the trust’s 
work with local schoolchildren. 
The event starts at 7pm. 
Everyone is welcome.

BENDERLOCH

GLENELG

this weekend. Winners of the 
Danny Kyle award in 2012, 

duo will bring their delightful 
amalgamation of Scandinavian 
and Scottish Highland tunes to 

of spring. 
Playing songs from their debut 

album, Turas, they explore the 
rarely probed similarities be-
tween their cultures, with their 
playful, borderless wanderings 
through the music of their people 
weaving an irresistibly alluring 
sound. For tickets for the gig, 
this Saturday, March 22, from 
8pm, phone Campbell or Joy on 
01631 720247.

SOUTH LOCHABER

KILLIN

served by Mairi Hunter and 
Jenny Huntley.  

Competition results: A pair of 
knitted socks: 1 Ann Watson,  2 
Marion MacGregor, 3 Margaret 
Galloway. A cushion: 1 Ann 
Watson, 2 Margaret Galloway, 3
Bunty MacGregor.

GLENGARRY

DUROR

STRONTIAN

COLONSAY

DUNVEGAN

THE SCOTTISH Salmon 
Company has received no 
objections to add two 100-metre 
circumference cages and extend 
the seabed mooring area within 
the existing area near Mull at 
Geasgill, Loch Na Keal.

Mull businessman and coun-
cillor, Calum MacLachlainn 

have met and are not objecting.
Councillor Fiona Brown 

added: ‘We do, however, have to 
query the salmon company for 
putting their moorings outwith 
the salmon site.’   

MULL

Pyjamas, toys and bedtime stories

Portree
head teacher 
plays a part



Thursday 20 March, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
OT

Shore Street Dental Surgery in 
Oban is delighted to welcome 
Stewart Wright as new Associate 
Dentist. He believes in taking a 
holistic approach to dental care. 
He looks not just at his patients’ 
teeth and gums, but takes into 
consideration their general health 
and wellbeing. 

“I am keen to encourage my 
patients to take a preventive 
approach to their oral healthcare 
so avoiding the need for invasive 
treatment, as much as possible. 
There’s so much more to being 
dentally fit and it really isn’t that 
expensive to ensure you are. For 
this reason I believe strongly in my 
patients being on a dental plan, 
such as Denplan Essentials, which 
helps them pay for all their routine 

preventive treatment. And I try to 
keep the monthly cost of the plans 
as low as possible.

For example, for 43 pence per day 
Denplan Essential patients will get 
two check-ups, two hygienist visits 
and all necessary dental x-rays plus 
a discount off treatment fees. For 
added assurance the plan includes 
worldwide dental injury and dental 
emergency cover (Supplementary 
Insurance) so I know my patients 
will be looked after when they are 
away from me”.

If you would like to make an 
appointment with Stewart or our 
other Denplan dentists: 
Helen Rutter and Hitin Wahan, 
please ring our reception team 
on 01631 563006.

Shore Street 
Dental

MSS1976 03-14

-
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Lilian Kermode, left, and Jenny McEvoy pictured at the 
Scottish Parliament.

Under the lights of the Corran Halls stage the young 
pipers and drummers of Oban High School, led by Pipe 
Major Angus MacColl, excelled at their annual concert. 
A polished production showed off the band’s qualities, 

complemented by performances from Finlay Wells’ 
guitar students, the Isla Sinclair dancers and songs from 
Mary Catherine MacNeil and Peter Sinclair. The school’s 
traditional music music group also played a rousing set.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Post Office makes island allowance

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

NEWSDESK: OBAN 01631 568000

EXCLUSIVE

STEPHEN NORRIS

Retail park 
could force 

of business
The 

Oban Times

The Oban Times

Fort William girl Syeda Choudhury won the clarsach solo (advanced) competition at Lochaber 
Music Festival on Saturday. Syeda, 15, who was representing Lochaber Music School, performed 

the Massacre of Glencoe and the Banks of Allan Water as her own choice pieces. The six-day festival, 
which is celebrating its 40th anniversary, concludes tonight with a final concert in Caol Primary 

School. See festival special, pages 12 and 13. 20_f12fest04

The Oban The Oban Times

Micky Whitehead: closure fears 
20_f12firm01

Times

Jobs at risk if new site not found

-

-
-

-

-

-
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LOCHABER is going from strength to 
strength with a number of new projects 
and buildings regenerating the area, 
providing facilities to be enjoyed by 
locals and tourists alike.
The Outdoor Capital of the UK truly 
offers something for everyone with a 
wide range of places to eat, visit and 
stay, Lochaber really is springing back 
to life. 
The area’s biggest town, Fort William, 
has recently seen a new police and 
ambulance headquarters open as part 
of the massive Blar Mhor development, 
bringing state of the art facilities to 
the area and the arrival of new stores 
on the High Street is driving shoppers 
back to the town centre. With a mix 
of national names and one-off stores, 
there’s something for everyone, and 
the High Street houses a range of bars, 
cafes and restaurants to rest your legs 
after a long day of shopping. 
If adventure suits you better than a day 
at the shops, Lochaber offers skiing, 
water sports, climbing or even a trip 
up Ben Nevis, the highest mountain 

in Britain. For the more easy going 
outdoor lover, Lochaber features some 
of the most beautiful walks in the 
country, from forests to beaches and 
lochs. 
The Lochaber Music festival held this 
week brought the area to life, with 
performances and competitions to 
showcase the best local talent, in 
singing, poetry and a number of varying 
instruments.
Investment is being ploughed into 
Mallaig, with work due to begin on new 
marina facilities and a jetty, enhancing a 
village already popular with locals and 
tourists. 
New accommodation will soon be 
available in South Lochaber as a project 
to build a new hotel and self catering 
flats in Onich has been approved, 
meaning there will be even more places 
to stay during a trip to Lochaber. 
So as winter gives way to spring why 
not get out and about in the Outdoor 
Capital and see the best Lochaber has 
to offer, you won’t be disappointed. 

Contact us on 0845 4000 300
or info@ajgparcels.com

SENDING PARCELS?
FED UP WITH HIGH COSTS?

LOOK NO FURTHER THAN AJG.
Now with a depot in Oban, along 

with depots in Fort William, 
Lochgilphead and Dunoon, AJG 
can offer a cheaper rate than our 

competitors for a UK wide service.

you could save.

Argyll & Highland Deliveries
0845 4000 300

A centre of excellence for adult care which provides the following 
services to the wider community in the Lochaber area.

Residential and Nursing care for 30 resident, inclusive of 2  NHS 
intermediate care beds 

Sheltered Flats • Day Care
Lunch Club with additional activities 
throughout the week Monday-Friday

Should you require any additional information  please contact:
The Manager, Abbeyfield Ballachulish Society Ltd,

Park Road, Ballachulish, PH49 4JS
Telephone 01855 812950   Email- abb.ballachulish@btconnect.com

L K
Take a

at what
LOCHABER

has to offer

Carn Dearg House, 
North Road, Fort William PH33 6PP

Tel. 01397 706481

consultation is FREE so please 
contact us for an appointment

Also at
21 Argyll Square

Tel. 01631 567007
www.ainsleysmith.co.uk

Ainsley, Smith & Co.
Chartered Accountants

NOW OPEN

• Accountancy Services
• New Business 

  Advice and Support
• Taxation Services
• Payroll
• Book Keeping
• Charity Accounts 

    and Assistance
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Please join EDF Energy Renewables at our public 
consultation days to view and comment on plans for an 
18 turbine wind farm to the west of Ardrishaig, near Loch 
Gilp in Argyll and Bute.

We are keen to continue our engagement with the local 
community, and would like to invite local residents or 
anyone else who might have an interest in these plans to 
attend one of our Community Consultation Days:

For further information please call 
Freephone 0800 612 3161 
or visit www.edf-er.com 

Raasay group in 
pontoon fund bid
RAASAY Development 
Partnership is to apply for 
funding for a pontoon on the 
isle’s pier. 

If successful, the group could 
receive some or all of the money 
required from the Coastal Com-
munities Fund. It is thought the 
work will cost around £150,000. 

Lloyd Gudgeon, development 

said: ‘Having pontoons would 
encourage yachtsman to bring 
their boats to Raasay and 

that Coastal Communities is 
offering funding so it’s sort of a 
last ditch attempt to secure the 
money. We also want to put in 
showers blocks and some things 
like that.’ 

stage shortly after the deadline 
at the end of April. 

Achintore Road 
litter pick
and Marketing Group will be 
litter picking along Achintore 

from the West End car park at 
10am and working along to the 
Croit Anna Hotel.

Organiser Andrew McSorland 
said: ‘If you have the time, 
please come along and give us a 
helping hand.’

assaulting three members of the same 
Mallaig family in a series of drink-

been found not guilty.
Samuel Sean Robertson, of 11 Gordon 

Brown Place, Mallaig, had denied 
punching Hugh MacIntyre on the 
head following an altercation with Mr 
MacIntyre’s son Gregor. 

Robertson, 20, previously lodged a 
special plea of self defence and at Fort 

William Sheriff Court on Friday claimed 
Mr MacIntyre was the instigator. He 
said: ‘He was aggressive and pushed 
me, he was shouting ‘I’m going to 
f***ing kill you’. I punched him and he 
came at me again. He pushed me on the 
chest and I punched him again.’ 

Mr MacIntyre denied pushing the 
20-year-old in his testimony in court 
last month, but after hearing Roberton’s 

Ryan said she was no longer seeking 

a conviction. Fort William FC player 
Sean Grant, 24, was appearing for 
sentencing after previously admitting 
punching Gregor, his cousin, on the 
head at East Bay during the fracas.

Miss Ryan told the court that Grant, of 
5E Ulva Road in Soroba, had only been 
trying to restrain his cousin and had 
only punched him to calm him down. 

was suggested to police that this was the 
way these matters would be sorted in 

the family.’ Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said: ‘Mr Grant wasn’t there when the 
other incidents occurred, he tells me he 
was busy chatting up a female. 

‘He has lost six days’ pay and I think 
he has already been punished enough 
by the amount of time he has had to take 
off work to attend court.’

Sheriff Noel McPartlin agreed and 
admonished Grant.

Robertson and co-accused Lewis 
MacDonald, of Camanachd Crescent, 

Fort William, were previously cleared 
of assaulting Gregor MacIntyre at 
Davies Brae in the early hours of 

repeatedly kicking him on the head 

bruised ribs.
At the same hearing last month, 

Donnie Dempster, of 10 Blaven View 
in Mallaig was found not guilty of 
punching Gregor’s younger brother 
Ewan on the head.

Upper Achintore Primary School parents, teacher and friend association raised £983 for school funds at a race night in Fort William 
Shinty Club on Saturday night. Committee member Jackie Carswell said: ‘Thanks to all the local businesses who sponsored the races 

and to all those who donated raffle prizes.’ Above, the committee enjoyed their night in the shinty club. 

A SCHEME to transform a run-
down village hall in Lochaber into 

community is underway.
Sustainable Ardgour will see 

Ardgour Memorial Hall revamped 
to cut its carbon footprint by 50 per 
cent and become a base for other 
carbon reduction activities in the 
area.

state of disrepair for years and is 

which scorches those too close to it 
but fails to heat the premises.

But now the hall will become a 

double glazing, LED lighting and 
light tubes are installed.

running costs and ensure a warmer, 
drier environment for hall users.

also be used as a hub to co-ordinate 
local efforts to help tackle climate 
change, with activities designed to 
help local residents improve home 

waste composting and recycling, 

Information on local walks, 
heritage and a car-sharing scheme 
could also feature.

Helen MacGillivray, the newly 

for Ardgour and is about much more 
than a welcome upgrade of the hall.  

‘By demonstrating energy 

and changes within the community 

for individual households and the 
community as a whole.’

Sustainable Ardgour is funded by 
the Climate Challenge Fund and 
the Ardgour Area Fund until March 
2015.

bloodstained babygrow found 
in Fort William as enquiries 
continue.

was found on a footpath 
connecting Plantation and Upper 
Achintore last week and police 

human.
All babies aged from newborn to 

three months in the Fort William 
area have been accounted for 
and the investigation is ongoing. 

Jackie Carswell, an Upper 
Achintore resident, said: ‘Myself 
and all of my neighbours were 
interviewed last Wednesday but 
from what I’ve heard nobody 
seems to know anything and I’ve 
heard nothing since. I’m sure it 
will come out eventually but I 

made of white cotton with 
cartoons of Native Americans, 
trees and totem poles. It has 
not been available to buy since 
2010. 

Open-minded

running the enquiry, detective 
inspector Richard Baird said: 

explanations as to how the 
babygrow came to be found with 
blood on it and we remain open-
minded about this. 

‘I am appealing to the people 
of Fort William to assist us with 
this investigation. Someone is 
missing this item and it’s crucial 

be sure that everyone is safe.
‘If anyone has information 

about this type of babygrow or 
how the bloodstained item came 
to rest on the pathway I would 
urge them to report this to us.’

Anyone with information is 
encouraged to call police on 101 
or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111 or online at 
crimestoppers-uk.org.

Skye doctor 
calls for greater 
awareness of 
concussion in sport
A SKYE doctor is calling for 
greater awareness of concussion 
in sport. 

Rural practitioner Dr Jonathan 
Hanson believes a better 
recognition of the seriousness of 

people take part in exercise 
more safely. 

Dr Hanson, team doctor for 
the Scotland rugby squad, 
will travel to Aberdeen on 
Wednesday to stress the issue at 
a seminar on the pitch-side and 
primary care management of 
concussion. 

is certainly a hot topic these 
days and I hope that the seminar 
will contribute further to raising 
awareness of concussion and the 
problems associated with it.

problem that is under 
recognised and must be taken 
seriously by parents, teachers, 
sports people, administrators 
and medics, and the seminar 
aims to address this.’ 

Lochaber Natural 
History Society
LOCHABER Natural History 
Society will meet on Monday 
(24th) at the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William. 

Benmore Botanic Garden by 
curator Peter Baxter.

Lochmaddy harbour for visiting 
yachts and cruise liners is 

Estate.

ferry port - a vital link in north 
west sailing routes - includes 

electricity, and a car and bus 
park.

be fully operational in May, 
is likely to bring substantial 

businesses through increased 
marine tourism.

Until now, cruise ships are 
seldom seen at Lochmaddy 
because low tides limit passenger 

found during the search for a 
missing hillwalker in the West-
ern Isles.

a gully on the craggy ridge of 
Sgaoth Aird, North Harris on 
Monday afternoon.

Edward Jackson, 55, was last 

the Maraig to Urgha path area on 
Saturday morning as he set off 
on a walk. 

Mr Jackson, from Preston, was 
staying at the Harris Hotel while 
on a walking holiday. 

After a week’s stay Mr Jackson 
was due to leave on Sunday 
morning to return to the north 
of England but worried staff 
alerted the police at noon as he 
had not been seen. 

Hebrides Search and Rescue 
and coastguard volunteers 
searched the hills in rain, fog 
and wind. Rescue team leader 
John Norfolk described the 
conditions as ‘quite brutal’. 

He said: ‘I don’t think that was 
a contributing factor but there 
was bad visibility, a lot of hill 
fog and sometimes hail. It wasn’t 
a particularly dangerous route, 
there are walks there that you 
could take kids on. 

‘He was an experienced walker 
and well equipped, he would 
have been well prepared for his 
route.’ 

A Leverburgh RNLI lifeboat, 
a Stornoway coastguard 
helicopter and police with dogs 
aided the hunt before members 
of the search and rescue team 
recovered the body and brought 
it down from Sgaoth Aird.

A police spokesperson said 
next of kin have been informed.  

Enquiries 
continue into 
babygrow 
mystery

Set for a makeover: Ardgour Village Hall.

Surveying work for the pillar support for the pontoon footbridge at Lochmaddy harbour has been 
completed. Work on the development is underway. f12uist1no

shore access. But deeper water 
at the end of the new pontoon 
walkway will allow tender boats 
to ferry people between ship 
and shore at any time, meaning 
cruise companies are more 
likely to include Lochmaddy on 
their itinerary.

boat nights and seven cruise 
liner visits.

Pontoons
Income generated will be 

used for further pontoons and 
shore-based facilities, as well as 
community events. 

Angus Macaulay, chair of 

Mara, said meetings were 
planned over the next two weeks 
with local tourism businesses 

to highlight potential economic 
spin-offs. He told The Oban 
Times
not only service the coastal 
community it will be for the core 
of the island as well.

‘When the cruise ships come in 
people will want to visit places 
of interest across North Uist. 

taking advantage of the huge 
and growing opportunities in 
marine tourism, ensuring that 

map for sailing.’
Comann na Mara secured the 

organisation in the UK to secure 
a local management agreement 
with the Crown Estate.

help local groups manage areas 
of seabed and foreshore by 

Alan Laidlaw, the Crown 
Estate’s rural and coastal 

local management agreements 
are designed to support. 

‘It will generate local economic 

facility for the community and 
strengthen the wider north west 
sailing network.’

Other LMAs include a Portree 

capacity for cruise ships and the 

plans for a walkway, pontoons 
and more moorings at Ardminish 
Bay. 

Helen MacGillivray. 20_f12helen01

Body found 
in search 
for missing 
hillwalker

Rotary team to 
clean up path 
Lochaber will hold its annual 
spring clean in Fort William on 
Sunday.

blitz the path between Upper 
Achintore and Plantation. 

members of both communities 

Residents of Upper Achintore 
will meet at Nairn Crescent and 
those at Plantation will gather at 
Muga pitch. 

students are on the move again as 
their tour starts on Monday. 

Gàidhealtachd will perform at the 
Church of St Mary and St Finnan 

before travelling to Glasgow to play 
in St Andrew’s in the Square on 

Workshops

off for the Music School of Douglas 

Memorial Hall, Argyllshire, on 

workshops available during the 
day. 

Dougie Pincock, director of 

always a highlight of the session, 
and give us a great opportunity to 
get out and share our music not only 
with the audiences but also with the 
many young musicians we meet at 
workshops or who provide support 
at the gigs.’ 

Fuel consultation 
welcomed

the dominance of Certas Energy 

stations.

investigation into Certas’ 
possible infringements of 
competition law by locking 

to deter rival suppliers.
Councillor Kenneth Murray, 

chair of environment and 
protective services said it was 
‘essential’ that opening up the 
market led to lower prices at the 

will fully participate in the 
consultation with the continued 

consumers and businesses in 
the Outer Hebrides.’ A Certas 
spokesperson said retailers 
would be given ‘a range of 
contractual options’ in future.

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School has been praised by 
education inspectors for 
progress made in tackling issues 

last year.
A report from a follow-up in-

spection in January by Education 

improvements’ in monitoring 
and tracking the progress of 
young people.

Advances in learning and 
teaching, self-evaluation and 
in the quality of the curriculum 
were also highlighted.

And under the leadership of 
headteacher Christopher Millar-
Craig and his management team, 
the school was developing ‘a 
more comprehensive system to 
evaluate and improve the quality 
of its work’. 

there was scope for further 
improvement in consistency, 
pace and challenge in lessons, 
it acknowledged that in the last 
two years every pupil has gone 
on to college, higher education, 
training or employment.

work of parents, partners and 
pupils themselves was given 
plus marks, with examples being 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme, the Christmas show, 
charity fundraising, leadership 
of the pupil council and voca-
tional curriculum opportunities.  

the school, was already deemed 
‘good’ under the headings of
improvements in performance,
learners’ experiences and meet-
ing learning needs. 

‘However, in common with 
many other schools at the time,

as a key area for improvement 
and  development. 

‘We still have areas to continue 
to improve on and we look for-
ward to working with parents, 
pupils,  staff and the council’s 
quality improvement team as we 
continue to strengthen these 
areas. My thanks to all staff, 
pupils, parents, partners, and 
staff-stakeholders of Ardna-
murchan High School who have 
supported the hard work and 
huge efforts over the last year to 
secure the improvements so far.’
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Across
1 Vegetation used as fuel (7)
5 Call on (5)
8 Favoured children's toy at night (5,4)
9 Protected cove (3)
10 Shells (5)
12 Illness (7)
13 Reasoning (13)
15 Bravery (7)
17 Town chief (5)
19 Pretend to be someone else (3)
20 Blown up part (5,4)
22 Bait (5)
23 Drink if the sun is over it! (7)

Down
1 Manly (5)
2 Aged (3)
3 Madwort (7)
4 Cash for a spree (8,5)
5 Computer disease (5)
6 Divide words into parts (9)
7 Into that place (7)
11 Mathamatical formula (9)
13 From side to side (7)
14 One who likes what they see (7)
16 Foolish person (5)
18 Watery discharge (5)
21 Republic over the Atlantic (3)

GED A CHUAL’ IAD an ceòl cha do thuig iad am port! Chan 
eil teagamh nach fhaodte an seanfhacal seo a chleachdadh 
a thaobh dìth tuigse luchd-èisteachd air caochladh 
theachdaireachdan, eadar feadhainn spioradail, poilitigeach, 
neo iomadh rud eadar sin. Ach dh’fhaodte cuideachd a 
chleachdadh gu sìmplidh, agus le beagan tàmailt ‘s dòcha, an 
co-bhuinn ri cuspair fuinn a chaidh a sgrìobhadh dha neach 
sònraichte air choreigin. Oir gu mì-fhortanach tha ruith 
bhliadhnaichean agus ginealaichean a’ dol à bith a’ ciallachadh 
gum bheil cuimhne ga chall air na daoine mun deach na fuinn 
a sgrìobhadh. 

Tha mi fhìn den bheachd gur e port-ciùil nad ainm urram cho 
gasta ‘s a b’ urrainn do neach sam bith fhaighinn!  Saoil am 
bheil an àireamh mhòr a th’ againn dhiubh ann an saoghal nan 
Gàidheal nan comharradh air tàlantan ciùil, neo an e ‘s dòcha 
nach robh beairteas eile aca airson tiodhlac luachmhor a thoirt 
seachad? Ge b’ e dè tha fìor, chan eil teagamh nach eil na fuinn 
sin air dìleab luachmhor fhàgail ann an seotal ciste-chiùil an 
t-saoghail agus beairteas a mhaireas ann an tasglainn cultarach. 
Nuair a smaoinicheas tu ma dheidhinn, tha fonn den t-seòrsa 
sin cuideachd na chuimhneachan fada nas brìoghmhoire na 
clach-chuimhne ge b’ e dè cho spaideil agus cho eireachdail 
‘s a dh’fhaodadh i sin a bhith.  Caillidh clach a snuadh ‘s a 
maise thar nam bliadhnaichean fo bhuaidh na h-aimsire, ach 
dh’fhaodaiste a ràdh gum bheil an cuimhneachan-ciùil air ùr 
sgeadachadh gach turas a chluichear e is luchd-ciùil a’ cur an 
tionndaidhean pearsanta air aig amannan. 

Thàinig mi gu beachdachadh air a’ chuspair seo an dèidh 
còmhradh le caraid a bha ag innse dhomh mu bhàs tè air 
an robh e fhèin glè eòlach agus dhan deach port dòigheil a 
sgrìobhadh, a tha ri chluinntinn gu bitheanta aig còmhlain-
dannsa feadh na dùthcha.  Cha b’ aithne dhòmhsa am 
boireannach idir, ach sìth mhaireann dhi agus nach bu mhath 
gun cuimhnich cuid air a h-ainm nuair a chluinneas iad am 
fonn sin a-rithist. Thug an cuspair seo cuideachd ceist eile nam 
inntinn a dh’fhàgas mi agaibh, airson beagan spòrs ‘s dòcha!  
Cò dha a dh’iarradh sibhse port a sgrìobhadh nan robh an 
cothrom agaibh, agus dè  ’n seòrsa fuinn a bhiodh ann? 

THIS country annually bestows a bewildering variety of 
honours on people from all sorts of backgrounds, but I believe 
that a musical tribute must rate among the best possible honour!  
Most of us probably enjoy such tunes on a daily basis although, 
sadly, the vast majority will have little or no knowledge of the 
subject of the music.  

Unlike a conventional memorial, however, it can be argued 
that a musical tribute is refreshed with each playing, and it may 
even be enhanced by the musician.  

In future perhaps only musical tributes should be awarded as 
honours.  Have fun thinking who you would wish to so honour, 
and what kind of tune it should be.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Photo commendation
MAISIE Logan, an 11-year-old pupil 
from Port Ellen Primary School, has been 
awarded a highly-commended accolade for 
her entry in the Scottish Civic Trust’s ‘My 
Place’ photography competition.

Maisie’s photograph of a Port Ellen shed 
was among the 500-plus entries received 
and her primary category entry greatly 
impressed the judges.

The Port Ellen entry will be on display, 
along with the other entries from across 
Scotland, in Glasgow’s Lighthouse from 
March 27 until May 4.

Gold for Rhona
CONGRATULATIONS to Rhona 
MacPhee from the Ballygrant district who 
was among the hundreds who recently  
visited St James’s Palace in London for the 
Gold Award Presentation (GAP) medals’  
ceremony.

The award, handed over by Prince 
Edward, the Earl of Wessex, is a celebra-
tion and recognition of Rhona’s outstand-
ing achievements in the gold section of the 
Duke of Edinburgh award scheme.

To achieve her award Rhona worked 

programme over two years.
This included a comprehensive 

selection of volunteer, skill-based and 
physical activities. Among these were 
sea kayaking, joining the local lifeboat 
crew, ‘Stramash’ outdoor activities and 
providing swimming lessons at the island’s 
leisure centre.

She completed her expedition phase by 
trekking, navigating and camping for a 
week in the Black Mountains of Wales 
where weather conditions were atrocious.

Rhona, daughter of Isabel and Donald 
James MacPhee, recommends the Duke 
of Edinburgh scheme to all young people 
who are anxious to remain focused and 
develop skills of independence and 
resistance.

Help the fundraisers
PLANS
opening of the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution’s new lifeboat station at Port 
Askaig at the beginning of July.

Work is almost completed on the impres-
sive new building and the permanent shop 
within the station will be stocked and 
manned in time for the Easter holidays.

Sales at the new station will be the 
responsibility of the local lifeboat 
fundraisers and they are inviting members 
of the community to lend their support in 
this new venture. The response received 
will determine the shop opening hours and 

enhance current fundraising efforts.
If you would like to assist in this way, 

fundraiser leader Margaret Hastie would 
be delighted to welcome you aboard. She 
can be contacted on 01496 302035.

Daffodil Tea
THE ROUND Church daffodil tea, held at 
Bowmore on March 14, was a highly suc-
cessful evening which upped the church 
coffers by £566. Succulent home-baking 
and golden daffodils were both much in 
evidence and the entertainment proved as 
popular as meringues and sausage rolls.

Church organist and head of music at the 
local high school, Craig Weatherhogg, was 
at the keyboard and strumming the electric 
guitar was schoolboy Joseph Hughes.  

Bowmore schoolgirl Emily Gray 

and her wee brother Liam charmed 
everyone with his singing and tin whistle 
playing. Further songs came from Helen 
Gillies who joined her daughter Alison in 
a pleasing duet.

fundraisers and all money raised will go 
towards the upkeep of the fabric of the 
island’s most iconic places or worship.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Telephone: 01496 
810658.

This week’s flashback photograph is from our files and features the old lighthouse ships, Hesperus and Pharos, moored at the 
Lighthouse Pier in Oban in days gone by. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 

Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Old Hesperus and Pharos at Oban

Diversion route 
fails first test
Sir,
I have driven over A83 The Rest 
and be Thankful regularly for 
more than 50 years and I am 
appalled at the complete failure 

major test.
I traversed the Old Military 

Road twice in each direction and 
on each occasion I was delayed 
by more than 25 minutes. 
The route is closed during the 
hours of darkness on police 
instructions. 

More than 25 personnel, two 
breakdown trucks, a snowplough 
and a digger are on standby 
- daily cost? 

The main problem area and 
source of all the major delays 
is a 300m stretch of the A83 on 
the longest and steepest slope 
of Glen Croe and slides have 
enveloped both the A83 and the 
Old Military Road. 

The experts gave various 
options - a new road through 
Glen Kinglas to Loch Lomond, 
upgrading the forestry road 
on the south side of the glen, 
a 2.2km tunnel - with these 
schemes schemes priced from 
£30m to a £100m. 

The cheapest option was the 
Old Military Road and erection 
of protective netting above the 
road at £10m to £15m. 

Not surprisingly, this cheapest 
option was adopted without 
indicating it would only be open 
for 11 hours per day - six hours in 
mid winter - on safety grounds.

I have consistently argued 
that a 350m single carriageway 
tunnel be cut into the hillside at 
this the main problem area. This 
can be activated as soon as any 
slip occurs with gates to close 

lights. 
The experts claimed any 

roadside covered roadway could 
not be constructed without 
lengthy total road closures and 
yet in their last phase managed to 
dig a large 30m x 60m sump on 
the main problem gully without 

and side panels a permanent and 
cost effective solution could be 
up and running in months.

Landslides on this section 
are going to be a continuous 
problem which will worsen over 
the years with our changing 

weather pattern. The people of 
Argyll are resilient and patient 
but are coming to the end of their 
tethers when they see money 
being wasted on a failed solution 
and no long-term permanent 
answers appearing. 

hotelier, The George Hotel,
Inveraray.

Councillor’s 
principles fail 
Scottish women
Sir,
I note with dismay your report 
in The Oban Times, March 6, 
in which Councillor Fred Hall 
announces his impending resig-
nation because he can no longer 
support the SNP government’s 
principles with regard to aboli-
tion of corroboration.

I also note that Councillor 
Hall’s ‘high principles’ offer no 
hope of an improving outcome to 
the 170 women in Scotland who 
last year reported a rape to the 
police, only to be denied their 
day in court and subsequently 
any hope of justice.

One hundred and seventy 
lives ruined as a result of the 
failures of Scottish justice.

Councillor Hall’s principles 
are also at odds with those of 
his erstwhile colleagues in the 
police who have been driving the 
reforms.

I do hope Councillor Hall’s 
manifesto will explain his own 
proposals for improvement of 
justice for rape and domestic 
violence victims although as 
a local councillor reformation 
of laws is not in his remit.
Dot Macdonald, Arisaig, 
Crannag A Mhinisteir, Oban.

Public inquiry not 
a waste of money
Sir,
I feel I must reply to Graeme 
Pagan’s letter to the editor in The 
Oban Times of March 13. 

Graeme Pagan was not in the 
room and did not have to witness 
what our mother had to endure 
during her stay at Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

While I understand everyone 
is entitled to their own opinion, 

unacceptable.
If what had happened to our 

mother happened to any member 

of his family while they were in 
care at the hospital, I’m sure 
he would go down any avenue 
possible to get answers on what 
went wrong.

At the end the only thing that 
matters is that our mum died 
in severe pain, not properly 
medicated and not given the 
correct care for her needs. 

And the hospital blamed junior 
doctors for these failings. 

So I say if a public inquiry 
stops this happening to any other 
family in Oban, then it is not a 
waste of money. 

Public inquiries are in place 
when there is a genuine public 

events - in my mother’s case, her 
treatment at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital - and if me speaking 
out has given others the strength 
to come forward on their 
experience of lack of care at the 
hospital then I feel I have done 
the right thing.

I will add that all care given to 
our mother at home by Macmillan 
nurses and district nurses was of 
the highest standards possible 
and I would like to thank them 
for that.
Dawn Braidwod, via email.

What does future 
hold for cats?
Sir
When I saw all those pictures of 
cats in The Oban Times a couple 

was the feline equivalent of the 
Bonnie Baby competition.  

What a surprise when I read 
that they were all looking for 
new homes.  

How on earth did so many cats 
come to be being kept like that 
and not put up for re-homing?

Cats are territorial animals and 
do not like being kept together in 
large numbers like that and get 
easily distressed.  

I wonder what the future holds 
for these cats and I hope they are 

homes now.
Caroline E Forrester, Forest 
Lodge, Dalmally.

Gaelic names
Sir,
John Carmichael, the Ileach 
rather than your Dundonian 
correspondent, quite regularly 
refers to Ceann Loch Chille 
Chiaran on Radio nan Gàidheal. 

It is given as the original 

name for Campbeltown in both 
Dwelly’s dictionary (c 1900) and 
in the modern Teach Yourself 
Gaelic Dictionary so the name 
hasn’t lost currency as Mr Car-
michael suggests. 

Many Gaelic names bear no 
resemblance to the English 
ones. Baile Dhubhthaich (Tain), 
A’ Mhanachainn (Beauly) and 
Cille Chuimein (Fort Augustus) 
are historically important, part 
of our culture and should be 
preserved. 

to a spurious argument against 
bi-lingual road signs. 

Is it really necessary to point 
out that the English equivalent 
is given immediately below the 
original Gaelic name?
Ronald Cameron, Whinknowe, 
Banbhaidh, An Gearasdan.

Flodden 1513 
Ecomuseum
Sir

commemorative events to mark 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Battle of Flodden.  

Through the Flodden 1513 
Ecomuseum, many pro-
active community groups and 
individuals staged their own 
events which ranged from folk 
concerts to medieval feasts and 
church-based commemorative 
services.

The emphasis throughout was 
on the spirit of peace and recon-
ciliation in which we now live.

We are aware some individuals 
in Oban commemorated Flodden 
by creating paintings, lament 
lyrics and more besides. If 
you marked the commemoration 
and would like to tell us about 

-
den1513@gmail.com or The 
Flodden 1513 Ecomuseum, The 

upon-Tweed, Northumberland, 
TD15 2AQ.

Last year, 2013, was also the 

funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund in a special cross-border 
grant.

The project includes education 
activities, research into original 
16th century documents, ar-
chaeology digs and more. Keep 
a look out on the Flodden Events 

com for details of all Flodden-
related activities we know of.

The Flodden 1513
Ecomuseum.

Clarification 
WE HAVE been asked to point out that the third-placed winner 
in our Bonnie Babies competition is Heidi Poulton Ellis, not 
Heidi Poulton as was printed.

Annual concert
THE ANNUAL concert of 
Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association took place in 
Glasgow University Chapel on 
Friday March 14 and attracted 
a good audience welcomed 
by choir president Amanda 
Millen. 

Broadcaster Jo Macdonald 
provided a brief synopsis of 
the choral items and soloists 
were Kirsteen MacDonald, 
Joan Morrison, Gordon 
McKeeve and Donald Iain 
Brown who were all in 
excellent form. 

Guest artist was Alistair Iain 
Paterson who accompanied 
some of the singers and played 
a selection on the piano. 
Catriona MacRae delivered 
the vote of thanks. 

Following the concert there 
was an informal ceilidh in the 
Glichrist Centre at which a 
cake with 60 candles appeared 
at midnight for the birthday 
of vice president Alasdair 
Macmillan.

Great War         
pipe music
THE FIRST in a series of 

music and composers of the 
Great War will take place in 
the College of Piping, Otago 
Street, on Saturday March 29 
at 7.30pm.  

On this occasion the music 
will focus on Argyll, on its 
pipers and composers. An 
award of £7,500 to the Scottish 
Piper’s Association from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund has 
allowed the research into the 
war which had 2,500 pipers 
involved and in which some 
500 pipers lost their lives. 

the stories of the pipers related 
by historian Colin Campbell 
with the music being 

a quartet from the School of 
Bagpipe Music and Highland 
Drumming and in the second 
half by professional pipers 
Stuart Liddell and Alasdair 
Henderson. Admission is 
free and refreshments will be 
available at the interval.  

Gaelic mentoring 
programme 2014
PLAYWRIGHT’S Studio, 
Scotland, in partnership 
with the National Theatre of 
Scotland, is inviting applica-
tions for a new playwright 
mentoring programme.  

Two writers will be chosen 
to work with Iain Finlay 
MacLeod in the development 
of a new play, with three 
mentoring sessions and at 
least one visit to a theatre.  
Applicants must be Gaelic 
speaking writers at any stage 
in their career and at the end 
of six months they must be 
committed to delivering a 
complete script. The closing 
date  for applications is Friday 
March 28 and these should be 
sent to info@playwrightsstu-
dio.co.uk or sent to Mentoring 
Applications, Playwright’s 
Studio, Scotland, CCA, 350 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, 
G2 3JD.  Further informa-
tion is available at www.
playwrightsstudio.co.uk. 

Govan Gaelic   
Choir Concert
IT IS pleasing to note last 
year’s winners of the Lovat 
and Tullibardine Shield at the 
National Mod will be having a 
concert this year.  

It will take place in Partick 
South Church on Dumbarton 
Road on Wednesday March 
26, at 7.30pm, and the guest 
artistes will be Robyn 
Stapleton, this year’s winner 
of the BBC Radio Scotland 
Young Musician of the Year, 
and Alistair Iain Paterson who 

that competition. Tickets, cost 
£8, are available from choir 
members or at the door.

Stirling concert
THE ARTISTES at the 

branch of An Comunn, to 
be held in the Lesser Albert 
Hall on Saturday March 22 
at 7.30pm, will be singers 
Fiona MacKintosh, Catriona 
Watt, and Iain Begg, piper Dr 
Innes Smith and the Cluaran 
Dancers. 

Diary dates
Friday March 21: Glasgow 
Skye Association, Cothrom 
na h-Oigridh (Youth Concert), 
Airlie Theatre, Hyndland 
Secondary School, 7pm. 
National Piping Centre 
Concert featuring CLASP 
winners (Competition League 
for Amateur Solo Pipers), 
7.30pm.
Saturday March 22: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
Ceilidh, Crawford Hall, 
Patick, 7.45pm. An Comun 
Gaidhealach, Stirling Branch, 
Ceilidh, Lesser Albert Hall, 
7.30pm. Ceol’s Craic, CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street, 8pm 
(launch of Willie Campbell’s 
new CD). Bardic Supper, 
Westburn Church Greenock, 
7.30pm. Beith Gaelic Day, 
Beith Community Centre, 
45-47 King’s Road, Beith, 
KA15 2BQ, telephone 01505 
228141.
Tuesday March 25: Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - The 
Once.
Wednesday March 26:
Govan Gaelic Choir An-
nual Concert, Partick South 
Church, 7.30pm - see above.
Friday March 28: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Crawford 
Hall, Partick, 9pm - 1am. 
Helensburgh and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Commodore 
Hotel, 8pm.  Partick Folk 
Club, St Peter’s Church Hall, 
Hyndland Street-Club Night.
Saturday March 29: Pipes 
and Pipe Music of the Great 
War, College of Piping - see 
above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn this 
weekend will be provided by 
Gunna Sound on Friday and 
Carnaby Street on Saturday 
while in the Park Bar it will 
be Eriskay Lilt on Friday 
with Scott Harvey on both 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 

yahoo.co.uk.

IT IS A highly emotive subject, but emotion isn’t going to re-
solve the long-running debate about sea eagle management on 
Scotland’s west coast.

The only way this argument will ever be truly be put to bed 
is by taking the time to appreciate each other’s side of the argu-
ment. 

that breeding pairs of sea eagles should be relocated away from 

and not left alone when there is evidence to suggest predation of 
livestock.

One hopes that such views are adopted at national level - and 
that there will be similar appreciation of each other’s argument 
when it comes to deciding on what constitutes a problem.
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SPRING is in the air! 
The sun is out, the 
weather is getting 
warmer and the birds 
are singing.

And the weeds are 
growing.

So it is with inevi-
table dismay (or de-
light, depending on 
your disposition) that 
we must return to the 
shed and whip out 
the gardening tools 
- and get ready to 
tend to the garden’s 
needs again.

It’s a chore, but 
springtime is the 
most important 
time of year - get 
the foundations 
right now and your 
plants, lawn and 
planters will be 
much easier to 
maintain through-
out the year.

Any leftover 
weeds from the 
autumn should 
be dealt with first 
- a must for those 

who didn’t have time 
to get them dealt with 
before the end of the 
last growing season.

For those with 
greener fingers, those 
problems will already 
have been dealt with; 
but there’s always 
something to do in 
the garden.

Most of us will start 
the season with a trip 
to the garden centre 
to see what plants are 
available and that’s an 
ideal chance to take a 
look at what else your 
garden might need. 

Perhaps that old 
hose is leaking a bit 
too much for comfort, 
or you desperately 
want a bench - or 
set of goals - in your 
garden to make it that 
bit more enjoyable.

Either way, you’ll 
have an opportunity to 
plan out your garden 
for the year ahead 
- and maybe even 
ensure some fun and 

frolics when the sun is 
shining.

And when you’re 
picking plants, think 
about how they will 
work in your garden 
- and how much you 
want to work for them. 
Will they require 
hours of maintenance 
each week? Do you 
need to replant every 
year? What colour 
they flower can even 
be vitally important 
to the layout of your 
garden.

Remember, though, 
not to be too ambi-
tious. It’s better to get 
the simple things right 
first then develop as 
time goes on.  Do too 
much too soon and 
your garden could 
end up looking a 
mess.

Once home, the 
hard work begins! 
Take advantage of 
the wet weather to 
dig the ground when 
its soft - it’ll save your 

back later and if you 
start early enough, 
the roots won’t even 
have started bedding 
in yet.

If you’re starting from 
scratch, get the pegs 
and string out and 
plan your planting.  
From grass to bushes, 
trees and flower beds, 
getting your planting 
schedule right is as 
important as your 
layout - and make 
sure you’ve got plenty 
of compost too.

Remember, there are 
hungry birds about 
too, so if you can 
propagate in a cold 
frame or greenhouse 
first, that will help. If 
not, craft yourself a 
scarecrow. You’ll be 
amazed at how well 
they work.

Once it’s growing, 
you’ll just have the 
joy of maintenance 
on your hands - re-
member to get all 
the equipment you 

need for this task 
throughout the year. 
Lawnmowers, snip-
pers, weeders and 
chainsaws all make 
light work of heavy 
tasks so - ensure 
you’re well stocked.

Of course, you could 
do all this yourself. 
You might thoroughly 
enjoy it and it might 
be fun.

Or it could be your 
idea of the worst 
weekend ever. That’s 
where the west coast’s 
superb gardening 
service firms can 
help. There is a large 
selection of people 
in the area who can 
do the whole lot for 
you - and sometimes 
for an easy fee. Give 
them a phone and 
get a quote and see 
what they can do for 
you, both in terms 
of layout and main-
tenance throughout 
the year.

to
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Hodge Fencing 
01631 563271

Tree stakes, round and square posts, electric fencing, 
rails, wire and wire netting, gates, cattlegrids

See website for an extensive list 
of fencers and gardening contractors.

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
Open 9 - 5 weekdays, please phone for out of hours appointment

SLATES WANTED
AND FOR SALE

We also have top quality 
New and 2nd hand for sale

J Cummings and sons Perth
01738 624020 

Anytime as it is diverted to mobiles !
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Advertising here is FREE
Simply email details of your event to

whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

THURSDAY - March 20 to March 22
7.30pm,  60th North Lorn drama festival, Appin Village Hall

SATURDAY - March 22
10.00am, Fundraising Coffee Morning for RDA, Victory Hall, Benderloch.
10.15am, Annual Boat Jumble and Car Boot Sale, Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern.  
3.00pm, National Collective Argyll Café Session, Rowantree Hotel, Oban. 
7.30pm, Oban Bach Choir and Orchestra, St. John’s Cathedral, Oban.
7.30pm, Family Ceilidh, Skipinnish Ceilidh House, George Street, Oban. 
7.30pm, Annual Harris Ceilidh, West End Hotel, Fort William.
8.00pm, The Lorn Show Ceilidh Dance, North Connel Hall.

TUESDAY - March 25 to March 28
Lorn Drama Festival, Corran Halls, Oban.

Friday – March 28
7.00pm, Lochaber Rural Education Trust – A Feathered Journey, An 
Clachan, Lochaber Rural Complex, Aanoch Mor Road, Fort William 

THE 40th Lochaber 
Music Festival draws to a 
close tonight (Thursday) 
with a celebration concert 
in Caol Primary School.

The event at 7pm will 
feature performances 
from some of the top 
young musicians, singers, 
verse speakers and 
dancers who took part in 

held at various venues in 
Fort William.

The Premier Scots 
Traditional Award on 
Saturday afternoon at 
Lochaber High School 
saw an exceptionally 
high standard of 
performance from the 

chosen by adjudicators to 

Rhona MacKintosh 
(violin), Liam Stewart 
(accordion and piano),  
Helena Rose (clarsach), 

Finlay Cameron 
(bagpipes) and Hannah 
MacRae (violin) all 
impressed with their 
superb musicianship, but 
after some deliberation 
the judges announced 
Helena, who is from Roy 
Bridge, as the winner.  

Adjudicator Lydia 
Jackson praised not just 
the quality of the playing 
but also the excellent 
tuition carried out by 
music teachers in the 
area.

Monday evening saw 
string solos and ensembles 
and Tuesday evening we 
hold the Young Musician 
competitions sponsored 
by The Rotary Club of 
Lochaber.  In addition, 
there will be Premier 
Vocal and Instrumental 
awards as well as 
Brass and Woodwind 
ensembles.

Lochaber Music Festival 
Association chair Lilian 
MacDonald told The Oban 
Times: ‘There has been 
a good representation 
at different levels of 
performance throughout 
the festival with great 
support from audiences 
at the venues. I would 
welcome everyone to 
attent our closing concert 

special.’

Wallace Dempster, 13, of Lochaber Pipe Band took first 
place in the bagpipe solo, 1st year piobaireachd, own 

choice. 20_f12fest07

CHARLIE AND 
OSCAR
Gorgeous Brown 
Havana brothers 
who need a home 
together. Very friendly, 
are neutered.

Please call Pat on 01852 300362 for more info
www.smallpaws.co.uk

Small Paws Rescue
Reg. Charity SC044301

From front, Sean MacDonald of Lochaber High, Graham 
Laidlaw from Banavie Primary and Patrick Turner of 
Fort William RC Primary took first, second and third, 

respectively, in the 12 and under chanter solo own choice 
march. 20_f12fest02

Spean Bridge girl Carla Berardelli of Cothroman Ceol Beul Aithriseach, right, won the bagpipe 
solo (novice) own choice march. Lochaber High’s Sine MacRae, left and Amber MacDonald, 

centre, were second and third, respectively. The girls are pictured with adjudicator Rory 
Grossart from Glasgow who plays with the Scottish Power Pipe Band which claimed third place 

in the World Pipe Band Championships in Glasgow last year. 20_f12fest03 

Front: Laura Robertson of Lochaber Pipe Band 
won the 10 and under chanter solo own choice 
march in the opening event of the Lochaber 
Music Festival. Ivan Davies from Roy Bridge, 
right, was second and Owen Pescod, left, 
from Banavie Primary was third. 20_f12fest01

Rhona MacKintosh, 14, and 16 year-old 
Hannah MacRae, right, both scored an 
exceptional 94 marks to win their violin Scots 
solo classes. 20_f12fest10

Back left: Finlay Cameron, 12, from Roy 
Bridge, won the bagpipe solo, age 15 and 
under, own choice strathspey and reel. 
20_f12fest05

Back centre: Liam Stewart, 16, from Fort 
William, was winner of the accordion solo 
(advanced), own choice march, strathspey and 
reel. 20_f12fest09 

Back right: Amelia Gillies of Lochaber Music 
School won the clarsach beginners clarsach solo, 
own choice, with Thig Am Bata. 20_f12fest06

OBAN’S Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Fund is £7,100 
better off following an
other successful Sports
man’s Dinner.

The evening, which was 
chaired by former Oban 
High School PE teacher 

Ted Heath, took place last 
Saturday in the Argyll
shire Gathering Halls.

Former Rangers and 
Scotland footballer Willie 

John Rowbotham were 
guest speakers and were 

joined by regular speaker, 
Oban councillor Roddy 
McCuish.

The annual event is the 
main fundraiser for the 
Ryan MacPhail Memo
rial Fund, which mainly 
supports charities to the 

and sports. 
The charity was es

tablished by Alan and 
Amanda MacPhail, whose 
son Ryan was killed in 
a sledging accident in 
2003.

The top table at the Ryan MacPhail Memorial Fund Sportsman’s Dinner, from left: Willie Henderson, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, John Rowbotham, Alan MacPhail and Ted Heath. 16_t12ryan01

Annual Sportsman’s Dinner 
raises thousands for Oban charity

Michael and Joanie Garvin 
were joined on stage by their 

Winter Ceilidh.
At last Saturday’s ceilidh, 

Michael and Joanie Garvin, 
who regularly perform as an 

joined on this occasion by 
their three children: Sarah 
(clarsach), Calum (accor

The Garvin family played 
impressively together and 

performances from Michael 
and Calum and Michael and 
Joanie.

Oban piper Andy Matthews 
started off the proceedings 
with a good selection of 
rousing pipe tunes and 
the Isla Sinclair Dancers, 
namely Fiona Cruikshanks 
and Ailie Munro, produced 

excellent highland dancing 
performances.

The audience was treated 
to some wonderful solo 
singing in Gaelic from BBC 
Alba television presenter 
Linda MacLeod and Mod 
gold medalists Lyle Kennedy 
and Alex MacDonald.

Fear an Taighe for the 
evening was Duncan Mac
Donald who kept proceed

The three soloists from the final Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh: BBC Alba television presenter 
Linda MacLeod and Mod gold medalists Lyle Kennedy, left, and Alex MacDonald.

Fantastic musicians perform at 
Taynuilt’s Winter Ceilidh 

ACCLAIMED piper Fred 
Morrison will be the 
headline act at a concert in 

Glengarry Community Hall 
tomorrow night.

Members of Lochaber 

Schools Pipe Band will also 
perform at the event, which 
starts at 7.30pm.

Fred Morrison performing in Glengarry on Friday
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

• The Invisible Woman (12A)
Nelly, a happily-married mother and 
schoolteacher, is haunted by her past. 
Her memories, provoked by remorse 
and guilt, take us back in time to follow 
the story of her relationship with Charles 
Dickens with whom she discovered an 
exciting but fragile complicity. As Nelly 
becomes the focus of Dickens’ passion 
and his muse, for both of them secrecy 
is the price, and for Nelly a life of 
“invisibility”.
• Monday 24th Silver Screening 
Special - The Invisible Woman
All over 60s go free for this showing.
• A New York Winter’s Tale 
(12A)
One night in winter, Peter Lake (Colin 
Farrell) orphan and master-mechanic, 
attempts to rob a fortress-like mansion 
on the Upper West Side. Though he 
thinks the house is empty, the daughter 
of the house is home. Thus begins the 

love between Peter, a middle-aged Irish 
burglar, and Beverly Penn (Jessica Brown 
Findley) a young girl, who is dying.
• Her (15) 
Theodore is a lonely man in the final 
stages of his divorce. When he’s not 
working as a letter writer, his down 
time is spent playing video games and 
occasionally hanging out with friends. 
He decides to purchase the new OS1, 
which is advertised as the world’s first 
artificially intelligent operating system, 
“It’s not just an operating system, 
it’s a consciousness,” the ad states. 
Theodore quickly finds himself drawn 
in with Samantha, the voice behind his 
OS1. Having fallen in love with his OS, 
Theodore finds himself dealing with 
feelings of both great joy and doubt.
• Need for Speed (12A)
Fresh from prison, a street racer who was 
framed by a wealthy business associate 
joins a cross country race with revenge 

in mind. His ex-partner, learning of the 
plan, places a massive bounty on his 
head as the race begins.
• 300: Rise of An Empire (15)
After its victory over Leonidas’ 300, the 
Persian Army under the command of 
Xerxes marches towards the major Greek 
city-states. The Democratic city of Athens, 
first on the path of Xerxes’ army, bases 
its strength on its fleet, led by admiral 
Themistocles. Themistocles is forced to 
an unwilling alliance with the traditional 
rival of Athens, oligarchic Sparta whose 
might lies with its superior infantry 
troops. But Xerxes still reigns supreme in 
numbers over sea and land. 
• Frozen  (PG)
Fearless optimist Anna teams up with 
Kristoff in an epic journey, encountering 
Everest-like conditions, and a hilarious 
snowman named Olaf in a race to find 
Anna’s sister Elsa, whose icy powers have 
trapped the kingdom in eternal winter.

The Invisible Woman Thurs 20th 18.00 Mon 24th 15.00
A New York Winter’s Tale Thurs 20th 21.00
Her Fri 21st 15.00 Sat 22nd 19.00 (Screen 2)

Sun 23rd 19.00 (Screen 2) Mon 24th 20.30
Tues 25th 18.00 Wed 26th 19.00 (Screen 2)
Thurs 27th 15.00

Need for Speed Fri 21st 18.00 3D Sat 22nd 18.00 2D
Sun 23rd 20.30 3D Mon 24th 19.00 2D (screen 2)
Tues 25th 19.00 2D (screen 2) Wed 26th 20.30 3D
Thurs 27th 18.00 3D

300: Rise of An Empire Fri 21st 21:00 Sat 22nd 21:00
Sun 23rd 18.00 Mon 24th 18.00
Tues 25th 21.00 Wed 26th 18.00
Thurs 27th 21:00

Frozen Sat 22nd 13.00 (Sing-a-long), 15.30 3D
Sun 23rd 13.00 3D, 15.30 (Sing-a-long) Te
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Traditional music classes winners:
Chanter solo aged 10 and under - Laura Robertson, Fort

William RC Primary; Chanter solo aged 12 and under - Sean
MacDonald, Lochaber High School; Chanter solo aged 13
and over - Ewan MacGregor, Lochaber High School; Bagpipe
solo novice March - Carla Berardelli, Cothroman Ceol Beul
Aithriseach; Bagpipe solo 1st year Piobaireachd - Wallace
Dempster, Lochaber Pipe Band; Bagpipe solo intermediate
March - Alister MacRae, Lochaber High School; Bagpipe
solo aged 15 and under March - Finlay Cameron, Roy Bridge;
Bagpipe solo aged 15 and under Strathspey and Reel - Finlay
Cameron, Roy Bridge; Bagpipe solo 2nd year Piobaireachd
- Ruaridh Shaw, Lochaber High School; Bagpipe solo 3rd year
Piobaireachd - Finlay Cameron, Roy Bridge; Bagpipe senior
Piobaireachd - Ally Weir, Lochaber High School; Bagpipe solo
18 years and under Jig - Rona Nicolson, Lochaber Pipe Band;
Bagpipe Quartet 18 years and under - Lochaber Pipe Band
Quartet, Fort William.

Clarsach solo beginners - Amelia Gillies, Lochaber Music
School; Clarsach solo elementary - Ayla Barr-Moir, Lochaber

Lochaber Music School; Clarsach solo advanced - Syeda
Choudhury, Lochaber Music School; Clarsach solo open -
Helena Rose, Roy Bridge; Pianoforte solo Scots secondary age
- Liam Stewart, Fort William.

Violin solo Scots beginners - Kate Stewart-Stevenson, Fort
William; Violin solo Scots elementary - Mairi Bell, Fort Wil-
liam; Violin solo Scots intermediate - John Stewart-Stevenson,
Fort William; Violin solo Scots advanced - Rhona MacKin-
tosh, Roy Bridge; Violin solo Scots open - Hannah MacRae,
Lochaber High School.

Fiddle Group 18 years and under - Lochaber Music School
Traditional Group; Fiddle Group open - Sgoil Chuil Loch Abar
(Lochaber Music School).

Tin whistle elementary - Joe Lennon, Roy Bridge.
Accordion solo beginners - Max Campbell, Cothroman Ceol

Beul Aithriseachd; Accordion solo elementary - Finlay Cam-
eron, Roy Bridge; Accordion solo advanced - Liam Stewart,
Fort William.

Premier Scots Traditional Award - Helena Rose (clarsach),
Roy Bridge.
More results and photos in next week’s Oban Times.
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To advertise in our community noticeboard
call 01631 568000

The Lorn Show
Ceilidh Dance

With
Gunna Sound
Saturday 22nd March

North Connel Hall 8pm
Tickets £10

Available from Oban Music
Under 14’s free (Must be 
accompanied by an adult)

Supper, Licenced

SATURDAY, MARCH 22nd, 2014 at 7.30pm 
St. John’s Cathedral, Oban

THE CREATION
an oratorio by Haydn

OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
CLIONA CASSIDY - Soprano,

FRASER SIMPSON - Tenor, SIMON HANNIGAN - Bass
Conductor - NORMAN NICHOLSON

Seat with programme (obtainable at the door)
£9.00 (Concessions £7.00)

Exceptional talent at 
Lochaber Music Festival

National Collective Argyll
Café Session featuring:

Singer/Musicians - Rona Wilkie & Marit Fält
Poet/Writer - Norman Bissell

We are a creative group who want to inspire & 
engage the people of Oban in a discussion about 

Independence, through music, song & the spoken word.
Rowantree Hotel. Oban

3 - 4.30pm Saturday 22nd March
All are welcome – Free

Annual Boat Jumble
& Car Boot Sale

In Craignish Village Hall
Ardfern

Saturday March 22nd from 
10.15am – 2pm

Nautical & non-nautical bargains; 
new and nearly new items.

Bring all the family for a great 
day out!

Entry - £2 (includes refreshments)
Details - 01852 500689

LOCHABER RURAL
EDUCATION TRUST

A Feathered Journey
An Clachan, Lochaber Rural 
Complex, Aanoch Mor Road, 

Fort William
Friday 28th March 2014

7pm -9.30pm 
All Welcome

Admission by Donation.

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail – An t-Òban 2015
Cèilidh Teaghlaich – Family Cèilidh

Skipinnish Cèilidh House, George Street, Oban
Saturday 22nd March 2014 at 7.30pm

£6 admission
Artistes: Margaret MacLellan, Duncan MacDonald, 

Oban High School Traditional Music Group, 
Bradford Instrumentalists, Adele Askew Dancers.

Bean an Taighe: Joanie Garvin

Rona Nicolson and Ally Weir were both winners in the 
piping competitions. Rona was placed first in the 18 years 
and under own choice jig, while Ally won the own choice 

senior piobearachd. 20_f12fest08

Fort William brother and sister John and Katie Stewart-Stevenson won their violin Scots 
solo classes  at the festival. John, 14, was placed first in the intermediate own choice 

slow air, and march and strathspey, and Katie in the beginners’ own choice slow air and 
march. 20_f12fest11

Premier Scots Traditional Award - Helena Rose (clarsach), 
Roy Bridge.

Dancers wow judges at Rockfield’s Got Talent
event organisers as they produced the annual Rock-

-
selves places on the various committees responsible

stage management and VIPs.
Over 10 weeks, the pupils carried out an auditions

process and worked with local businesses to put on
a show last week in Oban Primary Campus’ main
hall.

Bossards and Dolce Vita helped the catering team,

some advice. There was technical assistance from
Louis Barrow of the Corran Halls and Cameron
Harris of Highland Photos. Oban businessmen Neil
Matheson, Matheson’s Furnishings, and Neil Ar-
mour, Tesco, helped the management committee.

Pupil Toni-Marie MacCorquodale, of the manage-
ment committee, said: ‘The teachers helped us with
letters but they weren’t allowed to help us with
anything else.

‘We had to book the hall, go to meetings, phone
people, and make sure all the other teams were doing

their jobs.
-

dent. We are all tired but we would happily do it all
over again.’

After 105 auditions, 16 acts were put through to

panel of former head teacher Jack Degnan, former
teacher Ann MacIntyre and Oban High School’s
head of music Morven McKerrell.

The winners were Daniel and Kayla, who per-
formed a medley of Highland dancing, and runners
up were dance team the Humbugs.

Winners of Rockfield’s Got Talent were Daniel and Kayla. 
16_t12rockfield03

Runners up, Humbugs. 16_t12rockfield02

A group of fundraisers packed Connel Church Hall again on Saturday at their second 
soup lunch in the space of six weeks. The Connel Friends of Mary’s Meals raised £602.59 

on the day and, added to their total from a lunch on February 1, they have now raised 
more than £1,000 for the Dalmally-based charity. 16_t12tea01

Mary’s Meals benefits from 
Connel soup lunches
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Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
Green Oak for Steam Bending Available

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

www.glencreranwood.co.uk
01631 730256

F o r i n f o r m a t i o n co n t a c t M a r t i n Wa t e r h ou s e
B a rc a l d i ne Ma r in e , B a r c a l d i ne , O b a n , PA 3 7 1 S E
Te l : 0 1 6 3 1 7 2 0 2 9 1 . M ob : 0 7 7 6 7 3 8 0 2 3 5
e - m a i l : m o o r in g s @ b a rc a l d i ne m a r i ne . c o . u k
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O b a n

Ba rca l di ne
Lo ch C reran

BOOK YOUR MOORING NOW!
West Coast Yachting Facilities

Pontoon–Moorings–Parking
Showers–Laundry–Free Wi-Fi

6 miles from Connel Bridge

2 hours from Glasgow

Countdown to the 
boating season!
Spring is in the air after a long damp winter 
and time is marching on to get boats ready for 
the season. All those jobs that were going to 
be done over the winter will no doubt still be 
waiting so it’s time to get the overalls on and 
get cracking to get boats ready for launching. 
It’s important to arrange your launch date 

work list prioritising on the important jobs. 
Be prepared with the right tools for the work 
in hand – rags, silicone and normal grease, 
petroleum jelly, lubricating and penetrating 
oils, degreaser, rolls of tape, engine spares 
and treatments for your water and fuel tanks.
 If not doing your own preparation engage 
the professionals as soon as possible, 
remembering this is their busy time of year 
and you may have to wait!

Hull 
It’s important to remove as much old anti-
fouling from the hull as possible to ensure a 
good surface for re-application and it may be 
necessary if there’s a big build up to remove 
it all. Be guided by your chandler on choice 
of anti-fouling. This will be dictated by use 
of the boat and the area where the boat is 
kept. A wide range of anti-fouling is available 

powerboat coatings. Apply according to 
instructions with a stronger build-up in high 

skeg and keel to hull joints. Remember to 
anti-foul support points before the boat takes 
to the water. 

Keel and Rudder
Before anti-fouling inspect the keel for signs 
of rusting, pitting and wear at the keel to hull 
joint – check for athwartships play and stress 
fractures and get a professional to look at any 
problems. Check keelbolts, inspect the rudder 

grease the shaft well. Check for any play in 
bearings, stock or quadrant. There should be 
minimal movement.
Grease steering cables. Note if the anode 
is doing its work and replace if necessary.  
At this stage it’s good to look at the paddle 
wheel on the log and smear silicone grease 
on the blades to spin freely – if not then it 
needs to be taken apart and greased. Better 
now than when the boat is in the water.

Topsides
Topsides should be cleaned of winter dirt 
and any damage repaired. Apply a protective 
wax and polish well - an extensive range of 
products is available and your local chandler 
will advise. This will keep your boat looking 
pristine and protected throughout the season.

Powerhouse 
Service inboards and outboards. Change oil 

anodes and top up gear box oil if required. 
Check engine belt tension and engine mounts 
are secure and inspect the underside of the 
shaft log and have it re-bedded if there is any 
sign of leakage. In saildrives the oil level and 
integrity of the gaiter seal must be checked. 
Bonding wires from the anode and earthing 
wires from the starter motor need looked at 
as well as the seacocks. Clean the terminals 
and smear them with petroleum jelly. 
Check bilge pump impellers and gaskets, 

grease and replace if necessary. With 

work and the strumbox is clear. Manual strum 
boxes should be pumped through to see 
hose is clear of blockages. Look for wear on 
hoses and electrical connections as well as 
servicing seacocks. Dry the bilge thoroughly, 
so if water appears after launching you know 
there’s a problem. 
Inspect the gas system thoroughly – and any 
alarms that need to be working and ensure 
it conforms to current gas regulations. A 
manufacture or replacement date will be 

Check hose clips and tighten.
Batteries should have been on trickle charge 
over lay-up but if not re-charge now and 
check electrolyte levels if not sealed. Ensure 
the battery tray is dry tighten securing straps 
and see all gassing vents are clear.  Clean 
terminals and coat with petroleum jelly.
Fuel tanks should be full from laying up. If not, 
drain water off and treat with a diesel biocide. 

Deck
Before re-stepping mast, check sheaves 
for wear, any cracking at rigging terminals, 
swages for broken strands and tape split pins 
and bottlescrews once after rigged. Check 
masthead lights, instrumentation and VHF 
radio are working. Inspect stanchion bases 
for play and remove plastic lifeline sheathing 
to check for corrosion. 
Inspect anchors, chain and connections 
for corrosion, replacing anything suspect. 
Clean a manual windlass, check for wear 
and grease. Remove the gypsy in powered 
versions, grease the drum, look at the foot 
switch for wear, clean and grease electrical 
connections.
Overhaul winches - strip down to check for 

SAIL AND COVER VALETING
NEW SAILS, COVERS, UPHOLSTERY, 

RIGGING, FURLING GEAR
RIG INSPECTION, TUNING AND SERVICE

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR

Tel: 01631 720485 • Fax: 01631 720545
Email: info@owensails.com

ANNUAL OR SUMMER/WINTER PONTOON BERTH  

Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority

Email: info@tarbertharbour.co.uk      www.tarbertharbour.co.uk

Have a change of Marina and a new 
outlook from your boat in one of 
Scotland’s most beautiful sheltered 
Harbours which provides safe all year 
round berthing with attractive rates.
Facilities include individual berths, 
electricity and water available for all 
boats.
Even if you do not go out sailing you 
can use your boat as a holiday home. 
The Marina is situated at the heart of 

a Traditional Scottish Fishing Village 
which has many welcoming shops, 
hotels, restaurants and pubs for 
yachtsmen to enjoy.
 Tarbert is the perfect base to explore 
beautiful, historic Argyll and by ferry the 
picturesque Islands of Arran, Gigha, 
Islay, Jura, Mull, Iona and the Cowal 
Penninsula.
 For more information please contact 
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Authorised Castrol Marine Distributor

Calor Gas, Filters & Detergents
Marine Fuels & Lubricants

Waterproof Clothing, Boots, Gloves

RAILWAY PIER, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 4LW
TELEPHONE: 01631 562849

Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

50 BERTH 
MARINA NOW OPEN

Mallaig Harbour 
Authority

wear, soak components in degreaser and 
regrease. Springs and pawls need a light 
oil. Check over furling gear to make sure of 
smooth operation.
Varnish any wood on deck, touch up 
paintwork and polish bright work. Overhaul 
warps and sheets and replace as required.

Interior/ Safety equipment
Clean the interior thoroughly. Pump fresh 

navigation and other equipment etc removed 
for winter storage. Thoroughly check safety 

rafts, life-jackets, rubber dinghies and repair 
or replace. 

looking for wear and damage and leave 

unscrew the canister and look for wear, smear 

Invert MOB lights to check they still work and 
change bulb and batteries if not squirting 
WD40 on the copper contact strip inside. 
Silicone grease should be used on rubber 
seals 

to see if your safety equipment is up to 
scratch as well as looking at other areas of 
safety aboard. You can take your lifejackets 

well.  
Make an inventory and display in boat so 
items can be found quickly and easily.  
If sails were not checked for wear at laying up 
do so now and get advice from your sailmaker 
as required – stitching may need replaced, 
repair patching carried out.  Similarly clean 

berth cushions before replacing - the interior 
should be fresh and inviting for the start 
your season.

Expert advice
If you launch the boat yourself get 
organised with tools and a selection 

and a brush. Otherwise liaise with 
your boatyard over launching and 
whether you need to be there.
Don’t forget professional advice 
is always available from your 
boatyard manager, chandler, 
or sail-maker - these people 

if in doubt about anything 
- ask. 

After all the hard work, 
thoughts can turn 
to planning your 
activities on the 
water – whether 
it be cruising, 

to enjoy a safe 
and successful 
2014 season.

Morvern Community 
Development Company 

is offering a fantastic new 
fully equipped 24 berth 

visitor pontoon facility in 
the sheltered Loch Aline within walking distance 

from the village of Lochaline. All revenues received 
from Lochaline Harbour are reinvested in facilities 

and projects in and around Morvern. We look 
forward to welcoming visitors in Lochaline. 

No booking necessary. 

Tel: 01967 421783 or 07583 800 500 
(Marine Manager) VHF Channel 80. 

We are on Facebook “Lochaline Harbour” 
www.mcdclochaline.co.uk or for rates visit 

www.lochalineharbour.co.uk 

NEW FOR 2013, FULLY OPERATIONAL
SHORE FACILITIES OFFERING WCS, 

SHOWERS AND LAUNDRY.

Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West - Trailer Sales, 

Spare Parts & Accessories

Caravan Servicing

Motorhome Servicing

Winter Storage

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  trailwest@talktalkbusiness.netTRAIL WEST

An  Aladdin’s cave for anyone who Tows

Boat trailers from



Isuzu UK has enhanced the rugged appeal of its 
award-winning pick-up range with the addition 
of a special edition, exclusive-to-the-UK model, 
the Isuzu D-Max Blade. With the new Blade, Isuzu 
hopes to attract new customers to the Brand 
including those who may not have considered a 
pick-up vehicle previously.

The new special edition, which goes on sale in 
April, boasts a long list of unique style enhance-
ments and technology upgrades certain to help 
the vehicle stand out from the crowd. Based on a 
premium model from the D-Max range, the new 
Blade special edition features more than £5,000 
worth of additional equipment and yet is available 
from just £24,995, representing a saving of £1,000 
if the accessories were bought separately.

Prices for the new model are £24,995 for the six-
speed manual or £25,995 for the five-speed auto, 
which compares favourably with similarly specced 
special edition models from Isuzu’s nearest rivals.

The head-turning style of the D-Max Blade starts 
with the bold 18-inch, six-spoke ‘Shadow’ alloy 
wheels shod with 255/60 R18 Pirelli Scorpion 
Zero tyres. The exterior upgrades continue with a 
‘Shadow’ grey front grille, privacy glass windows, 
black door and tailgate handles, black roof bars 
and rear bumper, and heavy-duty side steps. Each 
exterior addition creates a striking contrast to the 
two available body colours, solid ‘Splash White’ or 
mica ‘Cosmic Black’.

The Isuzu D-Max Blade also comes standard with 
an under-rail bed liner for added practicality while 
customers can then choose between an Aeroklas 
hard top complete with internal light or a Moun-
tain Top Black Roller Top Cover which is unique to 
the Blade and cannot be purchased as a separate 
accessory. Whichever option customers choose, 
the tops come supplied and fitted within the on 
the road price.

The high-value additions to the five-seat pick-up 
continue inside. Automatic climate control and 

premium black leather seats – which have been 
factory upgraded for 2014 and are heated in the 
front – will cosset Blade occupants. Customers of 
the new Blade will also benefit from DAB digital 
radio via a state-of-the-art Pioneer AVIC-F950 6.1-
inch touchscreen navigation system, complete 
with integrated rear safety camera. The Pioneer 
system offers an enhanced audio experience and 
convenience over the already class leading ‘sur-
round’ system found in Yukon and Utah models.

The Isuzu D-Max Blade is matched to the power-
ful-yet-efficient 2.5-litre twin-turbo diesel engine, 
producing 163 PS and 400 Nm of torque, while still 
returning a segment best fuel economy of 38.2 
mpg (combined). The running gear has also been 
carried over by Isuzu, meaning customers benefit 
from a towing capacity of 3.5-tonnes and 1-tonne 
payload.

William Brown, General Manager at Isuzu UK, 
said: ‘The new Isuzu D-Max Blade is a high-value, 

high-quality proposition that we hope will widen 
the appeal of the D-Max further and take us into 
new market segments. It’s been designed to ap-
peal to urban tradespeople as well as recreational 
lifestyle users looking for a pick-up that stands 
out from the crowd. The Blade meets the growing 
demand for a stylish pick-up that doubles up as an 
everyday workhorse for those who need it.’

Isuzu UK enjoyed its best-ever sales in the UK in 2013 
and continues to be the biggest market in Europe 
for the Japanese Brand by a considerable margin. 
Isuzu has ambitious growth plans in the UK, and 
the new Blade forms an important part of its push 
into new business areas. In addition to product 
developments, Isuzu is aiming to strengthen its 
100 dealer strong network throughout 2014 with 
new dealer appointments in key areas.  

Like all new Isuzu models sold in the UK, the D-
Max Blade comes with the company’s pioneering 
five-year / 125,000 mile warranty.
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W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
63 Renault Clio Media Nav, 5 door, Very low mileage. Choice of colour.......From £11,950
11 Renault Megane Exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 16,000 miles ........... £8,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCI 105, Blue, 40,000 miles ........................ £7,250
11 Renault Kangoo Exp DCI, Silver, 42,000 miles.............................. £8,450
63 Nissan Micra Visia 1.2, 5 door, Silver, 9,500 miles........................ £7,250
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles................. £6,450
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ............................. £6,150
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles ...................... £5,950
58 Honda Jazz SE 1.4 Auto, 5 dr hatchback, Blue, 15,500 miles ....... £5,500
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ............................ £5,450
08 Renault Scenic Conquest DCi 130, 39,500 miles ......................... £4,350
07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9,  CDTI, 67K miles.......................................... £3,950
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles, 46,500 miles....................... £3,000

COMMERCIALS
61 Renault Kangoo ML19 DCI, White, 54,000 miles........... £5,750 plus VAT
60 Vauxhall Navarro DCI Van ..............................................£8,500 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ............................................£8,000 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR

• VW GOLF ESTATE

• RENAULT SCENIC AUTOMATIC

• NISSAN 1.6 ALMERA

• FORD FIESTA DIESEL 5DR

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

DRIVETIMES

£7500

2006 Monostorm, red, with 70bhp Tohatsu 
outboard. Includes Roller Coaster trailer, 

radio, Garmin GPS.  Engine always serviced 
and new injectors last year. Great safe boat 
good condition.  Have a look at Stormcats 

web for more pics and info.

Email:
srandrm@btinternet.com,

Phone: 01496 850037

STORMCATS
MONOSTORM 5.9M 

SPORTS BOAT

SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 
GV 1600 SPORT

£1550 o.n.o.

Petrol.  Good condition,  
alloys,  6 disc CD changer,

Sat. Nav. Mot / Tax end July.

Tel: 01631 730124

£6000+VAT o.n.o.

White, 08 plate, 
Short Wheel Base, 

High Roof, Ply Lined, 
MOT till Nov 2014, 

57K miles.

Telephone: 
07768 576544 / 
01496 810382

VAUXHALL 
NIVARO

Isuzu has the edge with special edition pick-up

AUDI TT 2.0T FSI
QUATTRO SPORT

£17,475 o.n.o.

Coupe 3d 1984cc S tronic, 2010, 14,500 miles, blue, petrol,
automatic, MOT Sept 14, one previous owner, excellent 
condition, very reluctant sale due to relocation abroad.

Tel 01770 600242

WANTED

Caravans,
Campervans and 

Motor Homes, 
any year, size 
or condition 
considered,

Best prices paid, 
Will pay cash and 

collect.

Telephone: 
0754 3359961

WANTED

All types of 
motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any 
age or condition. 

We also buy water 
damaged or in need 

of repair. Also all 
types of touring 
caravans from 
95 onwards. 

Telephone: 
01250 884306

or mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

All types of good 
quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, 
Kia, Ford etc and all 4 
x 4 pickups, must be 
good condition and 
reasonable mileage. 

Older 4 x 4’s and non 
runners/MOT failures 

etc considered. 

Will collect.

Telephone: 
07546 788945 

WANTED

Wanted all 4 x 
4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, 

land cruiser, all 
pickups single or 
double cabs, any 
condition, runner 
or not, high miles 

no problem.
Telephone: 

07703490572 ask 
for Robert

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722 £1695 o.n.o.

42,000 miles, Abs/tcs, heated 
grips, data tag, recent new 
battery, silencers, rear tyre, 

Baglux tank cover.
Taxed, MOT May 2014. 
Good condition for year.

Telephone: 
07956 668862

HONDA PAN 
EUROPEAN ST1100,

1993

£3500 o.n.o.

MOT and Taxed
£30 Road Tax
Up to 65 MPG
Great wee car.

Telephone: 
07810 481987

FORD FUSION ZETEC
2008 1.6 TDCI

4X4s

TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT 

COLLECTION AND 
PAYMENT

ANY AGE AND 
CONDITION

URGENTLY
REQUIRED

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

FS LAND ROVER FREELANDER 2.0 
TD4 STATION WAGON

£3250

5dr. 2006.
154000 miles, Auto Diesel. Full Leather Interior FSH.

Tel: 01855 841320
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Tel: 01631 568020

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2009 Kia Rio 1.5, Diesel, 5dr, Blue, 17,000 Miles .............................. £4,800

 ...............................
 .............................
 ........................... £2,995

 ...............................£1,575

VAN SALES
 ...............

78,000 Miles .........................................................................
 .......................

20%

61 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Dbl/Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Red 20K.................................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Barbarian, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Leather, Met Silver, 44K .........................£13,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Black, 25K ......................................£13,450
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k.......................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K ...................................£11,950
11 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Dbl Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, E-pack, Air Con, Black, 57K ..............................£10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Raging Bull, Dbl/Cab Pickup, Auto, Canopy, Leather, Reverse Camera, Met Grey ................£9,450
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ...........NO VAT £6,450
07 MITSUBISHI FUSO CANTER, 3ltr Drop Side Tipper Pickup, Manual, 3,500KG, White ................................................£6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black....................................................£5,950
11 TOYOTA HILUX HL3 Dbl/Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, E- pack, Alloys, Black ................................................£11,750
60 TOYOTA HILUX Extra Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, Tow Bar, Met Silver .............................................................£9,950
10 NISSAN NAVARA, Tekna, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Heated Leather, Reverse Camera, Met Blue, 60K £12,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA Aventura, Dbl/Cab Pickup, Manual, Roll Bars, Roller Shutter, Heated Leather, Sat Nav, Black, NO VAT........£7,950
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles ..............NO VAT  £5,750
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ........................................£8,950
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White ..................................£6,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, High Top Van, Rear Fitted Workshop, SLD, Red, 80K .............................................£7,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White .....................................................£6,850
08 FORD TRANSIT, 350 Double Cab Pickup, Alloy Drop Side Body, White .............................................................£6,950
08 Ford Transit 350 Dbl/Cab, Alloys, Dropside Tipper, Towbar, White 50K .............................................................£8,950
57 FORD TRANSIT 430, LWB, Jumbo Van, 115 HP, 6 Speed, Twin rear wheels, SLD, White, 65k miles ................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 Dbl/Cab, Alloys, Dropside Tipper, Removable Cage Sides, Towbar, White 45k .................£8,950
56 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Van, 115 HP, 6 Speed, Epack, SLD, Met Silver ............................................£5,750
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White .................................NO VAT £5,250
08 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi High Top Van, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, Red ............................................£4,950
57 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 LWB, Single Cab Pickup, Alloy Drop Side Body, Roller Shutter Tool Box, Tail Lift, White .......£6,950
57 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi SWB, Hightop Van, Manual, SLD, Ply Lined, E-pack, Met Silver ....................£5,950
57 MERCEDES SPRINTER 209 CDi SWB Panel Van, Manual, SLD, Ply Lined, E-pack, White ................................£5,950
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White ..............................................£9,450
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White .........................£8,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White .............................£9,950
59 VW CADDY C20 TDI Van, Auto, SLD, CD, Epack, Rear Tailgate, White, 80k miles ............................................£6,950
10 IVECO 45C15, LWB, High Top Van, 150HP, 6 speed, Manual, Twin Rear Wheels, White ...................................£8,950
60 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, LWB, High Top Van, 6-speed manual, E-pack, SLD, White, 60K ..........................£9,450
59 VAUXHALL ASTRA van, 1.7 CDTi Manual, E-pack, Ply Lined With Bulkhead, White .........................................£4,950
09 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Blue ......................................£5,750
08 VAUXHALL COMBO CDTI Van, SLD, Tow Bar, CD Met Silver, 60K miles ...........................................................£3,950
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice ........................£4,250
04 MERCEDES UNIMOG, U400 Tracker Unit, Triptronic, 230Hp, Ex Airport Authority, 1800klms, As New ..........£42,950

W

CAMERON AUTO 
REPAIRS

I N V E R A R A Y
0 1 4 9 9  3 0 2 9 9 5

enquiries@cameronautorepairs.co.uk

All types of bodywork and paint spraying 
on cars, vans, plant and commercial 

vehicles of all sizes

C

LOOKING FOR A QUALITY 
USED VOLVO?

Volvo V70 D3 [163] SE 5dr Geartronic 
[Lthr] 2.0 ........................................£16,500
Volvo XC70 D5 SE Lux 5dr Geartronic 
2.4 .................................................£16,000
Volvo V70 D3 [163] SE 5dr Geartronic 
[Lthr] 2.0 ........................................£16,000
Nissan X-Trail 2.0 dCi Aventura 5dr ..£10,000
Volvo C30 2.0D R DESIGN Sport 3dr ...£9,500
Volvo S80 2.4 D5 SE Lux 4dr Geartronic 
[185] 45mpg ....................................£8,000
Volvo C30 2.4i SE 3dr ......................£7,500
Ford Focus 1.6 GHIA 4DR [115] .......£3,500
Volvo V70 2.4 D5 S 5dr ....................£3,000

IAN CATTANACH CAR SALES
TEL: 01463 717200

MOBILE: 07713642892
WWW.VOLVOINVERNESS.CO.UK

Seafield Mitsubishi
45A Harbour Road, Inverness
01463 225800

NEW MITSUBISHI

4x4
RANGE

Let it work for you!

www.seafieldmotors.co.uk

PLUS
VAT

L200 TROJAN
AVAILABLE NOW FROM ONLY

£15,999+ VAT & RFL

or Contact Hire one
FROM
ONLY £189

PER MONTH

from £14,999

from £23,699

from £26,199

* on all new L200s only* ll L200 l

M
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Board of Management Vacancies
Dreuchdan Bàna air a’ Bhòrd-Stiùiridh

West Highland College UHI is seeking individuals to help guide the 
strategic direction of the College and foster an environment which 
enables the potential of learners to be maximised. Board members 

bring their expertise and skills used in business and in the community 
to support the management and staff as they continue the development 

and work of the College. 

Time commitment is c. 15 days annually. Out of pocket expenses will be paid.

CLOSING DATE:  11 April 2014

For further information: 

Email: claire.wylie.whc@uhi.ac.uk  Tel: 01397 874510

West Highland College UHI is an equal opportunities employer. 
We particularly welcome applications from women to increase the 

diversity of the College Board.

www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

Registered Office: West Highland College UHI, Carmichael Way, Fort William, PH33 6FF

West of Scotland Area Services – 
Oban Saturday Club

SA/1110

Autism Support Worker
Part Time – 6 hours per week £14,671-£15,392 (pro rata)

Casual Support Worker
£7.63 per hour 

The nature of casual work is flexible and will 
include evenings, weekends and sleepovers.

Scottish Autism are currently looking for 
enthusiastic and committed Support Workers 
with an interest in developing a career working 
with individuals on the Autism Spectrum.

For more information on the above posts, please 
visit our website:  www.scottishautism.org

Closing Date:  Thursday 27 March 2014
Registered charity number is SC009068

VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR 

(part time 16.5hrs 
for 9 months) 

Salary £20k pro rata.
Post Supported by 

Voluntary Action Fund 
– To support Inspiralba 

partner projects to 
recruit, support and 
retain volunteers.   

For Further information 
and job description, 

email: jmorkel@
inspiralba.org.uk

Closing date: 
Friday 4th April 2014.

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd has a vacancy for a Freshwater Technician at Couldoran Hatchery.  The site is a proven modern 
tank farm equipped with hatchery, flow-through and full recirculation facilities and production techniques to enable 
stable egg incubation, start-feeding, grading, vaccination, photoperiod control, on-growing and fish transfer.

The successful applicant would be required to carry out a variety of tasks including:

Routine stock husbandry
Environmental monitoring
Stock health and welfare monitoring
Site and equipment maintenance 
Weekend working and alarm cover on a Rota basis

An attractive salary package is on offer and assistance with accommodation may be available for the successful 
candidate.  To obtain an application pack, please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email 
claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com.

For an informal chat about the position, please call Niall McCallum, Couldoran Site Manager on 01520 733248.

Closing date for applications is 4th April 2014.

Marine Engineer
An opportunity has arisen for an Engineer to join 
our busy workshop team in Ardfern. Our team 
undertake a diverse range of works on all types 
of craft; principal responsibilities will include 
inboard & outboard engine servicing, installation 
& repair; electrical and electronics installation & 
repair. Applicants must be able to demonstrate 
relevant employment history and should be 
enthusiastic and self motivated with experience 
working within a team environment. Although not 
essential it would be advantageous to possess 
metal fabrication skills & a full UK driving license.

CLOSING DATE: 
Saturday March 22nd March 2014

For further details & an application form 
please visit our website or contact 
either Mark Cameron or Bob Fleck.

Ardfern Yacht Centre
Ardfern, By Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA30 8ES

01852 500 247
mark@ardfernyacht.co.uk
www.ardfernyacht.co.uk

property

Sous Chef as well 
as Chefs at all 
levels required

Salary negotiable 
dependent on experience

Please apply 
directly to russell@
theislayhotel.com or 
call and ask to speak 
to Andy Dyke (head 

chef) on 01496 30010

 LETTINGS 
 COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
 SALES 

 PROPERTY REVIEWS
 PROPERTY NEWS 
 LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Window Blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

West Coast
PROPERTY GUIDE

Find your next property at www.westcoastproperty.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners
Solicitors & Estate Agents

Looking to sell or rent your Property...

Contact us
Property: Oban 01631 565251  Fort William 01397 702200

Legal Service: Oban 01631 562308  Fort William 01397 701000

www.macphee.co.uk
property@macphee.co.uk
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We are one of the leading Estate Agency and Solicitors 
practices in the West Highlands, with offices in Oban and 
Fort William. We pride ourselves on our proactive, friendly 
and efficient approach.

Our property service offers:

  Free no obligation valuation and market appraisal.

  Excellent local knowledge of markets and areas.

  Professional, friendly and efficient service.

  National coverage with the UK’s leading 
property websites.

  Quality brochures at no extra cost with floor 
plans available.

  Open Saturdays, Bank Holidays & Easter weekend.

  Full range of legal services including accredited    
crofting law specialists.

Look out for our SPRING PROPERTY FEATURE
in next week’s paper.

TO LET

ROOM TO LET 
IN CONNEL,
en-suite with 

off-street parking, 

Telephone 
07748808237

ROOM TO LET

Centre of Oban

En-suite

£70 per week 
inclusive.

Telephone 
07831 532824

TO LET
Three bed house in 
Glenview, Dalmally

£460 per month (bills not inc)
Off-street parking, garden 

and upstairs toilet 
(downstairs bathroom)

Furnished or unfurnished
Landlord Registration number 

370049/130/24431
EPC pending

07717794925

Call now to 

your property 
in our 

West Coast 
Property 

Tel: 01631 
568010



Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

publicnotices

BOYD BROTHERS 
HAULAGE LTD

The Pier, Annat Point, 
Corpach, Fort William

HGV MECHANICS 
REQUIRED

For further information
Telephone 01397 772235
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The Scottish
Salmon Company

If you are interested in this position please contact:
Angela Gibson HR Officer, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.

Tel. No. 01499 600 430 
Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com Closing date for applications: 

Friday 4th April 2014

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com 

Marine Operative x1 (Ref MO//03/14)

Salary £16,935.67 Based at our Mull site

The Scottish Salmon company is the leading independent producer of 
Scottish salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, 
sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental 
policy.

We are seeking a Marine Operative within our Mull site. Candidates 
will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate prior 
experience in working within small, focused teams. Day to day duties 

maintenance, net changing and boat handling. Previous aquaculture 
experience is desirable for this post; the company can offer further 
development and training opportunities through in-house training and 
also by external training providers. Preference will also be given to those 

including entry into the Company pension scheme. A full, clean driving 
licence is also essential. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at
the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
14/00883/FUL Schoolhouse, Kingairloch

Ardgour, Fort William
Erect house

Time period for comments is 14 days, 14/00884/LBC is 21 days

14/00785/FUL Land 66M South of Arkaig
Cottage, Achintore Road,
Fort William

Erection of house -
alternative design

14/00967/PIP Land 35M North West of
Eilona, Roy Bridge

Erect house and garage

14/00837/FUL Former Glenborrodale
Primary School
Glenborrodale, Acharacle

Conversion of the former
Glenborrodale School into
2 No. 1 bedroom houses

14/00884/LBC Mallaig Railway Station
Station Road, Mallaig

External repainting of
station in accordance with
Transport Scotland Station
Branding guidelines

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number

*Mr H D Morrison
Strachurbeg, Strachur
0.72 ha – Whole Croft 
4.87.47681

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can be 
expressed in obtaining the 
tenancy of the area subject 
to the application.

Leven Homes Ltd (Kinlochleven)
requires a

APPROVED ELECTRICIAN WITH 
APPROVED STATUS (ACA)

for immediate start.
Must hold 17th Edition, ECS, SJIB

and Grading Card 
Commercial & domestic work. Driving licences essential.

Starting Salary £31,000 Per annum
Plus Over time+ Callout.

Contact Sylvia Hayes On 01855 831900
or email levenhomes@btinternet.com

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
UPM TILLHILL: CONSTRUCTION WORKS

Notice is hereby given that UPM TILLHILL has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of construction works at:

Cost £25,000
Location Latitude Longitude

  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
Argyll Landing 56° 21.785’ N 05° 27.973’ W
Craft Berths - 56° 21.816’ N 05° 27.957’ W

Ardoran 56° 21.754’ N 05° 27.971’ W
  56° 21.782’ N 05° 27.986’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Oban Library.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.
uk, quoting reference: 
05137
UPM Tillhill

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Kerrera Ferry Slipway Refurbishment 

Works, Kerrera & Gallanach
Notice is hereby given that MacDougall of Dunollie 
Preservation Trust has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 
4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
slipway refurbishment works at:

Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

Kerrera & 56° 23.980’ N 05° 31.085’ W
Gallanach 56° 23.775’ N 05° 30.677’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Oban Library, 77 Albany Street, Oban.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.
uk, quoting reference: FKB/A1469
MacDougall of Dunollie Preservation Trust

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Solway Transport Ltd  trading as Solway 
Transport Ltd of The Mumbie, Canonbie, 
Dumfriesshire, DG14 0SF  is applying to 
add an operating centre to keep 5 vehicles 
and 5 trailers at The Lorry Yard, Annat, Fort 
William, Invernesshire, PH33 7JY. Owners or 
occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF  stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Care Home For The Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Tel. 01631 562168    Fax. 01631 570623

We are recruiting for a senior care officer,  Full 
time post.  Fixed term contract for 1 year. Good 
pay and conditions.  Suitable candidates require 
to have qualifications and experience in care of 
the elderly.  In the absence of Manager / Depute, 
the Senior Care Officer will assume responsibility 
for the day-to-day management of the home. 
Minimum SVQ level 3 in Health and Social Care or 
nursing qualification.  For an application form and 
job description contact manager Morag A Telfer.  
Closing date for applications Monday 7th April.

The Tayvallich Inn

Full time 
sous chef

Position for 
coming season

Experience crucial

Please apply at 
info@tayvallichinn.

com

or call Chris/ Ian on 
01546 870282 

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at 
Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the 
Customer Service Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02490/PP Installation of a climbing tower and associated 
climbing wall, abseil wall, zip wire, crate stack, 
parachute jump, Jacobs ladder, trapeze and 
zip wire run

Kilbowie House
Gallanach Road
Oban Argyll And Bute
PA34 4PF

Oban Area Office

14/00333/PP Installation of buried cable duct and joint box Calgary Bay Calgary
Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute

Tobermory Area 
Office

14/00349/PP Construction of a partially buried abstraction 
chamber and compensation flow chamber. 
Erection of raised steel platform

Land Adjacent To Loch
Peallach Dam Tobermory
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6QF

Tobermory Area 
Office

14/00402/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached garage 
with residential accommodation at first floor level

Land West Of
Dunearn House
Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/00474/PPP Site for the erection of 3 dwellinghouses Land South East Of 
Dalmally
Hotel Dalmally
Argyll And Bute
PA33 1AY

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

14/00531/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached garage 
(amended house design in relation to planning 
permission 12/02046/PP) 

Plot 1 Antuim Farm
East Of Glen Houses
Aintuim Farm Dervaig
Tobermory PA75 6QW

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

14/00538/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of oil 
tank and formation of vehicular access

Land South West
Of Drimnin
Kilchrenan Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HF

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/00554/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and alterations to existing access 

The Stackyard Knockan 
Ardtun Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute PA67 6DP

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan

14/00607/PP Change of use of gate lodge to new heritage 
centre and tea shop

Gatehouse St Conan’s Kirk
Lochawe Dalmally Argyll 
And Bute PA33 1AQ

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

14/00622/PP Change of use from bunkhouse/self catering 
unit and recording studio to form dwellinghouse 
and store room

Mucmara Lodge Dervaig
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

14/00631/PP Installation of septic tank with soakaway and 
erection of compound to facilitate chemical 
toilet waste disposal unit

Public Toilet Scarinish
Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute

Tiree Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00420/PP Alterations to form two new windows, new door 
and rooflight

Morvern Rockfield Road
Tobermory Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute PA75 6PN

Tobermory Area 
Office

14/00541/PP Installation of replacement roof covering to 
kitchen extension

Ivybank Dervaig Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA75 6QJ

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 
1997 (AS AMENDED)
Notice is hereby given that Mr Ian Cleaver has submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect of potential 
development area 5/60 Mixed Density Housing Development as designated by the ‘Argyll and Bute Local Plan (2009)’ 
in association with planning application 14/00474/PPP for the development of erection of 3 dwellinghouses, access 
improvements and installation of infrastructure. 
A copy of the Masterplan (Document Number 20969138 and dated 11th March 2014) and the associated planning 
application may be inspected Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory 
Services, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW, at the Sub Post Office Dalmally during normal opening 
times (on Wednesdays the Customer Services Points open at 10 a.m.) and by logging on the Council’s website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications during the period of 21 days beginning with the date 
of this notice.
Any person who wishes to make representations to the council about the Masterplan or the associated planning 
application should make them in writing to Planning and Regulatory Services, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AW before the 10th April 2014.
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02909/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, detached garage and 
installation of septic tank 

Land South Of Distillery
Warehouses Moss Road
Bowmore Isle Of Islay

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

14/00595/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and ancillary steading 
- Renewal of planning permission 10/02150/PP

Site North West Of Rockside
Farm Bruichladdich
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
PA49 7UT

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RD.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Clerk of Works Lochgilphead

Salary £26,311 - £30,507 per annum
35 hours per week

To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment

If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team: 

Tel 01546 605817 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Friday 28th March 2014.

Interviews for this post will be held in 
Lochgilphead in April 2014.

At Auchinlee in Campbeltown we don’t just see those we work with as older 
people. They’re someone’s mum. Someone’s dad. Someone’s grandparent. For 
us, providing the best quality of care is hugely rewarding and our goal is to 
ensure that every one of our residents enjoys the best possible quality of life.

Service Manager
£27,228 - £29,339

You’ll have insight into what makes our place tick, and how to keep 
everything running smoothly, making sure that our positive multi-disciplinary 
team continues to work closely together. You’ll also discover that there’s 
opportunity to bring in new ideas here, so your day-to-day focus will involve 
everything from keeping an open door for our team and listening to our 
residents, to contributing to wider organisation strategy.

We’re proud of our innovative work here so experience of recruiting and 
leading a team in a similar care environment is expected. Building effective 
networks with people will be key, together with a confident approach to 
managing a busy workload. Ideally you will already have an SVQ Level IV in 
Social Care or equivalent.

Senior Care Worker

Something as simple as a smile can make the world of difference to our day, 
and theirs, and this is your opportunity to join our close-knit and supportive 
teams. It can be pretty challenging at times and priorities can change quickly 
so you will definitely need to be a patient and understanding individual. 
You’ll have experience of care work and an HNC in Social Care or SVQ Level 3, 
and in return we offer support for your professional development.

Housekeeping Assistants

Your job is important here and it’s something that everyone notices right from 
the start. You’ll be working as part of a close-knit team, where your positive 
approach to maintaining a good standard of housekeeping will be valued.

In return for all roles, you can look forward to ongoing training and 
development - not only so you can do a great job, but to help you build your 
career with us too. There’s also an excellent benefits package that includes an 
employer contributory pension and generous holiday allowance.

Applicants for the Service Manager and Senior Care Worker roles are required 
to have a Christian commitment and must be able to uphold our Christian 
Ethos, which is an Occupational Requirement in terms of the Equality Act 2010. 
For the Housekeeping Assistant posts, applicants must be in sympathy with and 
supportive of our Christian Ethos. These posts are subject to PVG Membership. 

For more information and to apply please go to www.crossreach.org.uk or
call . Closing date: 4th April 2014.

crossreach.org.uk

CrossReach is the Social Care arm of the Church of Scotland – 
a charity registered in Scotland SC011353.

More than just a job.

Closing date unless otherwise
stated: 4 April 2014.
To apply visit our website

School Janitor/Cleaner (inc pitch duties)(part time) 
£13,562 - £14,816 pro rata Oban High School Ref: CME35306
18.50 hours per week

2 x Modern Apprentice – Business 
Administration
£4,890 Kilmory, Lochgilphead Ref: CTC00369
This is a full time Apprenticeship for 1 year working to obtain 
a SVQ Level 2 qualifi cation

Senior Clerical Assistant (Two Posts)
£15,804 - £17,264 Lochgilphead Ref: DVB00100
3 year Fixed Term Contract – with the possibility of extension. 
Please note the interviews are to be held on 
15th April 2014)

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
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Call today and join the thousands of 
businesses that choose us each month.

JAPANESE whisky has been the surprise 
hit at Oban Whisky and Fine Wines, 
which has seen a steady stream of trade 
since it opened in December.

Manager Euan Finlayson has been 
surprised by the interest in the tipple 
from the far east, which has gained a 
popular following within the local area 

- while tourists tend to favour the Oban 
and Tobermory malts.

Either way, the selection of unusual and 

build a solid fan-base - and Euan hopes 
to be able to employ more staff in the 
summer.

He said: ‘We opened just before 

Christmas and there’s been good interest.  
It’s been really interesting. The tourists 
to the area have incredible whisky 
knowledge so they know what they’re 
looking for. The Japanese whisky has 
been popular too though - it rivals some 
of the best Scottish whisky.

‘Hopefully we’ll be taking on two 

or three members of staff in the 
summertime.’

Euan was formerly manager at Guise 
Clothing, his family’s business on Argyll 
Square which closed on February 1.

rare and unusual whiskies from across 
Scotland and the world - and even cigars.

FAMOUS food and drink from 
the west coast will receive fresh 
exposure across the world under 
a new scheme to boost interna-
tional exports.

The total value of Scotland’s 
overseas food and drink exports 
has already increased by 52 per 
cent between 2007 and 2012, 
with exports of Scotch whisky 
rocketing by 87 per cent in the 
decade to 2012 to £4.3billion. 

A GLENCOE coastal marine 
wildlife tour company is launching a 
fundraising drive in memory of the 
man who built its boats.

Seaxplorer will be offering half 
price trips for locals and free trips 
for hospitality and tourism related 
businesses from March 31 to April 
6 in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Research. The company will donate 
the remaining 50 per cent of the 
normal tariff to the charity, and 

thereafter make a donation from 
each booking until the end of May.

Seaxplorer owner Paul Mills 
said: ‘The boats I use are built by 
Quinquari Marine which is based in 
Ballachulish and St Davids in South 
Wales. The founder of the company 
20 years ago was John Price and 
sadly he died on February 26 after 
a long battle with cancer at 49. He 
has left the company in the capable 
hands of his son Rhys, 24, and the 

rest of the team. However he was a 
very dynamic and forward thinking 
man and will be sadly missed in the 
industry.’

Seaxplorer is also involved in 
sponsoring and supporting the Loch 
Shiel Viking Challenge kayak race 
on March 29, when the company’s 
newest boat Glencoe Xplorer will 
provide safety cover. All money 
raised from the race is also going to 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

A FARM technician at Marine 
Harvest’s Inchmore hatchery 
at Glenmoriston has won a 
prestigious award for people 

aquaculture. 
Simon MacLellan was 

presented with his award by 
Scottish Minister for Youth 
Employment Angela Constance 
at a ceremony at Dunblane 
Hydro.

The 26-year-old from 
Drumnadrochit joined Marine 
Harvest in 2011 and has just 
completed an SVQ Level 2 
in Aquaculture at Inverness 
College UHI.

Simon’s manager had studied 
for the SVQ Level 3 previously 
and recommended it to him as a 
good way to learn more about the 
industry. He now hopes to move 
on to study the SVQ Level 3.

Simon said: ‘I’m absolutely 
delighted with the award and I 
am so happy to have been put 
forward for it and to win.

‘I joined the company with no 
experience of aquaculture and 
combining working on the job 
whilst studying the SVQ has 
helped give me the knowledge 
to progress. I’m really glad to 
have made the choice to work 
in aquaculture and particularly 
Marine Harvest.’

Alan Sutherland, managing 
director of Marine Harvest 
Scotland said: ‘We’re really 
pleased for Simon as this 
is a major achievement. He 
thoroughly deserves the award 
as working and studying at the 
same time is always a challenge.

‘The aquaculture industry has 
changed and developed since its 
earliest days and now offers a 
great employment opportunity 
for young people and a great long 
term career. We look forward to 
watching Simon’s progress with 
us in the years to come.’

LANTRA’s Learner of the 
Year Awards celebrate the 
achievements of young people 
and new entrants within 
Scotland’s land-based and 
aquaculture industries.

Oban Whisky and Fine Wine manager, Euan Finlayson. 07_t12whisky1

Hoping to grow that even 
further, the new Scotland Food 
and Drink Export Plan, devel-
oped jointly by the industry and 
government, aims to capitalise 
on the industry’s already tre-
mendous success by focusing on 
15 key export markets.

A team of global experts will 
be deployed in the seven high-
est priority markets - North 
America, France, Germany, the 

Middle East, China and Hong 
Kong, Japan and South East Asia 
- to open up new opportunities 
to drive international sales for 

The Scotland Food and Drink 
Partnership - comprising the 
Scottish Government, Scotland 
Food and Drink, Scotland 
Development International and 
the main exporting trade as-
sociations - have drawn up the 

strategy together, and each has 
contributed towards the £4.5mil-
lion in funding.

Food and Drink secretary 
Richard Lochhead launched 
the plan with the Partnership at 
Nairn’s Oatcakes in Edinburgh. 
He said: ‘Scotland’s food and 
drink is going global. But we can 
do so much more. I’m delighted 
the partnership has drawn up 
this excellent plan to help widen 

our reach and meet demand, and 

rewards for Scotland in the com-
ing years.’

The group’s chief executive, 
James Withers, said: ‘We 
shouldn’t underestimate the 

is about industry leadership and 
making a giant stride towards 
internationalising a whole sector 
of Scotland’s economy.’

Interest in Japanese whisky prompts jobs hope

Hatchery
worker’s 
award
success

New scheme to boost west coast food and drink exports

Glencoe wildlife tour company launches 
fundraising drive in aid of boat builder

A BUS driver has swapped life 
on the open road for a shop 
and cafe business in the remote 
village of Dalavich.

Brian Owen, who has been 
driving buses for 26 years 
all over the UK, Ireland and 
Europe, has taken over the lease 

and the Wild Rowan Cafe. All 
three businesses are contained 
within the shop in the centre of 
the village.

But Brian, who lives in 

job than many people realise. 
He has been assistant manager 
of a supermarket in Pitlochry 
and ran The Birks Restaurant 
and the Watermill Tearoom in 
Aberfeldy.

Experiences
Brian said: ‘There is a lot 

involved in running the shop, 

be able to call on my previous 
experiences.’

Brian has been running the 

shop since March 1. ‘I have 
wanted to try running a business 
like this for a while,’ he said. ‘So, 
when I heard that the Dalavich 
shop was up for lease I jumped 
at the chance.

‘It is an important place for 
Dalavich; it is the hub of the 
community and groups meet up 
here.

‘I really enjoy working here 
because of the peace, tranquillity 
and the people - plus the commute 
to work is beautiful.’Brian Owen is the new leaseholder at the Dalavich Shop and Post Office and 

the Wild Rowan Cafe. 16_t12brian01

Bus driver switches route 

STAFF at Cameron House 
welcomed Scottish youth 
employment minister Angela 
Constance MSP  last week as the 
hotel launches its own training 
academy.

While there, the minister 
learned how the Loch Lomond-
side hotel plans to train its 
young employees to be the best 
in the business - as well as how 
they’re preparing to welcome 
visitors to the Commonwealth 
Games, Ryder Cup and Year of 
Homecoming.

Speaking last week, Ms 
Constance said: ‘This week 
is Tourism Week so it is to be 
expected that we look forward to 
the great opportunities that the 
Commonwealth Games, Ryder 
Cup and Homecoming present 
for us to shine internationally. 

‘It is also Make Young People 
Your Business Week and I hope 
that the excitement building 
for these sporting and cultural 
events will inspire more young 
people into one of our most vi-
brant and successful industries.

‘The young people I met have 
thrived since joining the staff at 
the hotel thanks to mentorship 
from senior staff and a commit-
ment to in-house training and 
development.

‘It is encouraging to see such 
an internationally-renowned 
and respected business really 
shout about its relationship with 
the community, the local labour 
market, schools and colleges. 

Angela Constance MSP, front centre, with the senior management 
team at the Cameron House hotel. 

It speaks volumes about the 
talented people it continues to 
attract that the hotel has gone 
so far to establish its own sector 
based work academy and I am 
very keen to hear more about the 
progress with this.’

more than 500 people across its 
front of house team, restaurants 
– including the Michelin-starred 
Martin Wishart on Loch Lo-
mond – spa, leisure facilities, 
championship golf course and 
grounds keeping team, with 36 
per cent of staff aged between 16 
and 24 years old.

Cameron House managing 
director, Stephen Carter OBE, 
said: ‘We have such strong talent 
here at the hotel in various roles 
spanning across food and bever-
age, lodge housekeeping, spa 
and leisure. Each of them takes 
immense pride in being part of 
the Cameron House family and 
it’s fantastic to celebrate this with 
a visit from Ms Constance.’

For the last three years, the 132-
bedroom resort has invited local 
schools to an annual careers day 
to recruit from the local com-
munity – which can be up to 200 
seasonal and full-time vacancies 
a year – across the variety of 
career options available across 
the resort and golf course.

The new training academy 
builds on a successful super-
visory and junior management 
programme launched 18 months 
ago.

Hotel 

Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your
local office on  or visit 

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.
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Farming
Farming Focus

with Ewen Campbell, SRUC farm 
manager for Kirkton and Auchtertyre

SPRING is in the air at SRUC’s Kirkton 
and Auchtertyre research farms, with 
calving well on the way and lambing just 
around the corner. 

However, it does not feel that way. We 
have had the wettest winter since we 
started recording rainfall at the farm in 
1991, with 1,501mm (59 inches) of rain 
between the beginning of December and 
the end of February. 

Since December, we have only had two 
days when it did not rain!

The wet weather provided a dreich set-
ting for a farmers’ meeting we held on the 
farms at the end of February, organised by 
colleagues in SAC Consulting in Oban. 
Despite getting soaked by driving wind 
and rain, 30 farmers and crofters from 
the Stirling, Oban and Campbeltown 
areas were keen to hear our latest  advice 

The meeting was part of a series of 
events organised under the ‘Farming for 
a Better Climate’ programme which SAC 
Consulting runs for the Scottish Govern-
ment. We therefore started by highlighting 
that the livestock sector has an important 
role to play in helping the Scottish 
Government meet its targets to markedly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

We then had a good set of discussions 
about ewe nutrition and how our research 
into different winter feeding strategies 
is progressing. The demonstration of 
our electronic shedder was especially 
appreciated. 

It gave our visitors a chance to be 
hands on with the sheep, comparing their 
assessments of weight and condition with 

the weigh crate. But just as importantly, 
they all expressed interest in how such 
technology might be able to help them 
reduce the time taken to sort and manage 

I’ve also had my hands full with calving. 
So far, we’ve had 10 calves born with 
two more to go. They’re all healthy and 
in good condition and it’s a grand sight to 
see the calves running and jumping about 
with each other. 

We are also having to deal with tiny 
beasties on the farm – daddy-longleg 
grubs called leatherjackets. For those who 
don’t know, the grubs live in the soil and 
eat the roots of grass and can reduce grass 
growth. 

SRUC has been surveying leatherjacket 
densities in lowland grassland for the past 
40 years. This year grub numbers are 
particularly high so I though it would be a 
good idea to check what was happening in 

Although grubs were present in nearly 

have enough to be of concern. However, 

did have high numbers – over one million 

sort those out before we reseed.
Anyway, the sun has just popped out, so 

I better get some sheds mucked out before 
it disappears again!

Right: Ten calves 
have been born 
on the Kirkton 

and Auchtertyre 
monitor farm in 

the last few weeks. 

United Auctions 
Stirling
UNITED Auctions had forward 
2,026 store cattle, young bulls 
and cast cows, as well as 1,089 
store sheep, at its Stirling sale 
last Wednesday.

Bullocks – averaged 234.40p 
(-10.60p) to 276.50p per kg for 
a 298kg SimX from Claish and 
£1400 for a 619kg CHX from 
Forneth.

Heifers averaged 224.80p 
(-6.38p) to 218.80p per kg for a 
280kg SimX from Bowleys and 
£1270 for a 560kg LimX from 
Barlaugh.

B&W Bullocks averaged 
166.75p (+10.71p) to 218.80p 
per kg for a 416kg BFX from 

SCOTTISH Ministers are considering 
setting up a separate support scheme for 
crofting as part of its new rural development 
programme, it has emerged.

The move follows a meeting between 
Rural Affairs Secretary Richard Lochhead 
and Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for the 
Environment and Climate Change, with the 
Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF).

Issues discussed included the impact of 
CAP reform on crofting, growing the number 
of new entrants and government support 
to crofting through the Crofting Counties 
Agricultural Grant Scheme (CCAGS) and 
the Croft House Grant Scheme.

But it was the prospect of crofters being 
treated as a special case which delighted the 
SCF. The Kyle-based organisation has long 
argued that current grants regimes favours 
big farmers in non-crofting areas. 

SCF chief executive Patrick Krause said: 
‘We had a very positive discussion about 
some of the main issues facing crofting 
today, and the Scottish Government’s 
continued commitment to the sector is very 
welcome. It is great news that the rural af-
fairs secretary is sympathetic to the case for 

a separate support scheme for crofting in the 
new rural development programme, and we 

‘We also look forward to working with 

practical ways in which we can develop 
crofting, in particular improving access to 
land, work and homes, and getting more 
young people into crofting.’

Mr Lochhead said: ‘The Scottish Govern-
ment fought hard in last year’s CAP nego-
tiations to head off proposals that would 
have disadvantaged crofting and we must 
continue with this approach as we imple-
ment CAP reform in Scotland. In light of 
the legislative and regulatory requirements 
on crofting we are sympathetic to the case 

am therefore minded to look at having a 
separate scheme for crofting in the new rural 
development programme. It is important to 
stress, however, that no decisions have yet 
been taken - we are still seeking views on 
the new system for direct payments and we 
are currently analysing responses to the 
consultation on rural development which 
closed at the end of February.’

Knockrivock and £925 for a 
564kg HFX from Bottoms.

Young Bulls averaged 199.84p 
to 251.90p per kg for a 254kg 
CHX from Knocklaugh and 
£1060 for 554kg SimX from 
Shawsmill.

Forward Cattle averaged 
178.85p to 218.30p per kg for a 
AAX from Ballarie and £1430 
for a LimX from Netherton.

Cast Cows averaged 131.45p 
to 194.40p for a LimX 
from Drumoider and £1410 for 
a CHX  from Westerhill.

Bullocks: Up to 250kgs:  Ga-
teside £680, 275.30p 251-
300kgs- West Gormack £790, 
Claish 276.50p; 301-350kgs-
Dalhanna £920, Mains of Pitgur 
269.80 p; 351- 40 0kgs  Da l -
hanna £920, Gilmour Farms 
274.80p 401-450kgs-Carsloe 

£1160, Craigannet 204.20p; 451-
500kgs- Barlaugh £1240, 
Cloquhairnan 253.20p; 501-
550kgs- Over Buttergask £1300, 
238.10p;551-600kgs Barlaugh 
£1320, 234.00p; 601-
650kgs- Forneth £1400, 
226.20p; 651-700kgs- Neuk 
£1390, 212.90p.

Heifers: Up to 250kg – Drum-
grange £500, 243.20p; 251-
300kgs- Bowleys £760, 
271.00p; 301-350kg Shoestanes 
£860, 252.20p 351-400kgs Gil-
mour Farms £940, 246.10p 401-
450kgs- Barlaugh £990, 
Knockrivoch 232.80p; 451-
500kgs- Hoprigshiels £1180, 
246.90 p 501-550kgs - Over 
Buttergask £1180, Barlaugh 
228 .8 0 p 551- 6 0 0 k g s - Ba r-
laugh £1270, 276.80p; 601-

171.10p. Young Bulls: 251-
300kgs- Knocklaugh £650, 
251.9 0 p; 301-350 k g We s t -
erhill £680, 216.60p 351-
400kgs Knockallan £830, 
217.8 0 p 4 01- 450 k g s - We e 
Carlton £920, South Brownhill 
211.60p; 451-500kgs- Knockal-
lan £1030, 215.90p 501-
550kgs- Knockallan £1060, 
Knocklaugh 207.00p 551-
600kgs- Shawsmill £1060, 
191.30p.

Pitlochie (AA) £1290, 151.20p; 
Quixwood (BSH) £1110, 
166.70p; Netherton (BRB) 

£1010, C&D Livestock 152.70p; 
Westerhill (CH) £1410, 164.60p; 
Kirvennie (HE) £1110, 174.00p; 
Drumoider (Lim) £1350, 
194.40p; Carskerdo (HF) £1130, 
110.10p; Forneth Est (Sim) 
£1250, 152.10p; Immerion (Lui) 
£1170, 146.30p; Graystale (Sal) 

OTM Bulls: Thornyhills (Her) 
£1210, 126.00p; Balmyle (CH) 
£1570, 151.50p; Gateside (Lim) 
£1070, 127.10p Rossburn (Sim) 
£1250, 127.80p

UNITED Auctions sold 6,613 
Prime Sheep including 5,149 
lambs and 1,464 ewes and 
rams at its Stirling sale last 
Thursday.

Lambs: South Flanders (Suff) 
£111; Easter Balgillo (Tex) £122; 
Luckenburn (TexX) £114; East-
er Balgillo (Chev) £108; Easter 
Balgillo (Btex) £117; Cadogan 
(Mule) £98; Dyke (BF) £102.50; 
Haggs (X) £95; South Flanders 
(Char) £110.50; Tewel (CharX) 
£100.

Lambs: Boghall (Suff) 226p; 
Luckenburn (Tex) 261p; East 
Skeroblin (TexX) 238p; Balleny 
(Chev) 222p; Dalchalloch (Mule) 
213p; Harviesmailing (Btex) 
258p; Woodhead of Aberdalgie 
(BF) 223p; Holehouse (X) 219p; 
Waterside (Char) 225p

Ewes: Chalmerstone (Suff) 
£113.50; Easter Denoon (Easy 
Care) £76.50; Easter Middleton 

(HB) £89.50; Abbots Neuk(BFL) 
£96.50; Halbeath (Tex) £121.50; 
Craigbank(Char) £100.50; 
Balnacree (Chev) £86.50; 
Harelawside (Cross) £81.50; 
Harelawside (Jacob) £46.50; 
Lochmill (BTex) £88.50;

Rams: Gartvaigh (Suff) 
£108.50; West Meikle Pinkerton 
(BF) £85.50; Craigbank (Tex) 
£106.50; Wester Bowleys (BFL) 
£108.50; Ballochgair (BTex) 
£81.50; Borenich (Chev) £77.50; 
Point (X) £78.50.

Caledonian 
Marts Stirling
CALEDONIAN Marts sold 
230 live cattle at their weekly 
primestock sale in Stirling last 
week, comprising 144 bullocks 
and heifers,11 young bulls, nine 
OTM clean and 66 cast cows 
and bulls.

Bullocks averaged 216.5p 
per kilo and sold to 251.5p per 
kg 644kg Limousin Learielaw 
farm, Broxburn or to £1789 per 
head for 834kg British Blue 
Rathillet Farm, Cupar.

Heifers averaged 222p per 
kilo and sold to 259.5p& 256.5p 
per kiloheavy Limousin crosses 
or to £1573 per head for 612kgs 
from Brockwoodlees Farm, 
Cannonbie.

Butchers Cattle sold in excess 
of 230p per kilo to average 

240p per kilo and sold to 252.5p 
per kg 566kg Limousin heifer 
Mains of Cultmalundie Farm, 
Perth..

Young Bulls sold to 228.5p 
per kilo, for a18 month 710kg 
Limousin or £1622 per head 
Gallowhill Farms

OTM Under 36 month Cattle 
sold to211.5p per kg 580kg Brit-
ish Blue Rathillet Farm or to 
£1436 per head for 720kg Lim-
ousin Mains of Beath Farm.

Also forward were 75 cast 
cows, bulls and OTM cattle.  
Charolais cow sold to 153p per 
kg or £1455 from Falleninch 
Farm, Stirling.  Friesian cows 
sold to 124p per kg or £955 from 
Wharlawhill Farm, Kinross.

Leading Prices: Cows: 
AA- 141p, £965 Immeroin, 
137p, £935 Angle Park, 132p, 
£835 WrBraco, £925 Gelvan 
view; Lim- 152p, £1035 Upper 
Spittalton, 151p, £1065 Milton 
Mill; BB- 153p £995 Dalchirla; 
Char- 153p £1455 Falleninch, 
151p £1100 West Carse; Lu-
ing- 128p £825 Immeroin; 
Saler-126p £915 Greencraig; 
Sim- 137p £1005 Gelva View; 
Fr- 124p £955 Hillend, 121p 
£915 Wharlawhill, 122p £785 
Graystale, 111p £805 Bonnyhill, 
109p £835 Woodend.

Cast Bull: Sim- £1200 Milton.
OTM: Lim- 209p £1413 Pres-

ton, 200p £1436 Keirsbeath; 
AA- 184p £1233 Durieshill.

Crofters support scheme planned 
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Douglas Grant has just opened his own car repairs garage in 
his home village of Kinlochleven - 20 years after leaving the 

area. Born and bred in Kinlochleven, Mr Grant left the village 
to work with Nissan in Inverness and then moved to Perth 

as the manager of a car garage, but always wanted to return 
and open his own business. t11twenty06

The 1st Argyll Oban Scouts present £150 to ARMS representa-
tives Liz Crawford and Janice Rydings. The money was raised 

during a sponsored walk on the island of Kerrera. t11twenty01

A dinner  was held in Oban recently to honour three long 
serving employees of Kelco International Ltd, Barcaldine. 

Process operations George Prosser and Hamish Emslie, and 
maintenance supervisor Neil Jordan were each presented with 
certificates honouring their 25 years’ service with the firm by 

factory manager, Hugh McLean. t11twenty04

Sixteen-year-old hurdler David McFarlane of Mid Argyll 
Athletic Club gave his club and local athletics a major boost 

with his success in a national indoor competition at Glasgow’s 
Kelvin Hall last Saturday. t11twenty05

Major Nicholas Maclean-Bristol from the island of Coll at the 
investiture of his OBE at Buckingham Palace. Shown with the 

Major and the Hon Mrs Maclean-Bristol are their sons, from left, 
Charles, Alexander and Lauchie Maclean-Bristol. Major Maclean-
Bristol of Breacacadh Castle on Coll was awarded the OBE in the 
New Year’s Honours List for his work with the Coll-based Project 

Trust. t11twenty03

CATERERS, hoteliers and 
restaurateurs from as far as 
Mallaig and Dunoon were 
invited to the West Highlands 
and Islands Catering Exhibition 
in Oban.

Iain Forteith, left, and his 
brother Bill, received a plaque 
for being top distributors 
for Lord Chips from Dennis 
Morgan, UK sales manager, at 
the West Highlands and Islands 
Catering and Hotel Exhibition. 
t11twenty02

Long-serving Kelco 
employees honoured

Coll man’s OBE honour

Doors open on new 
Kinlochleven garage

Catering
exhibition

Young athlete enjoys success

Scouts donate 
£150 to ARMS

Wednesday 26th March, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full Online Bidding Available

morrisleslie.com
Morris Leslie

PLANT AUCTIONS

Call on 01821 642 940 or visit 
morrisleslie.com

05 Daewoo Mega 400-V Loading Shovel 
JCB 3CX Backhoe Loader(2no) R&V Reg 
07 Daf LF 45 FA160 & Iveco Tippers(6no)

JCB Skidsteer Loader
Mercedes Beaver S/D Bus/Coach 
04 & 05 Volkswagen Minibuses

Citroen, Renault, Peugeot, Ford, Toyota, 
Volkswagen Vans(30no) 

Astra/Alhambra Estate Cars(2no)
57 Mitsubishi L200 4Work DI-D D/C

53/54 Nissan Terrano TD 4x4 Utility(2no)
Ingersoll Rand Pedestrian Rollers(3no)

This month’s plant auction has over 250 items including:

McCormick CX105 Xtrashift,, 2007, 4wd, c/w Quicke 750 loader/3rd service/joystick, air con ...................................................................................................... £19,495
John Deere 6210 SE, 2002, c/w John Deere 631 loader/3rd service/joystick/ 90hp, left hand shuttle transmission, drumone telescopic puh ...............................£15,995
John Deere 6310SE, 4wd, c/w Quickie Q415 loader/3rd service/joystick, 2000, oversized tyres, powerquad, Drumone Telescopic................................................£15,995
Renault Celtis 426RX, c/w Mailleux MX8 loader/joystick/mach system, 4wd, 2003, 100hp, ex council tractor..............................................................................£14,995
Case CS94, c/w Chilton MX 40.70 loader/3rd service/joystick, 4wd, 2002, mechanical shuttle with electric split high and low, 2 spools, toplink, pickup hitch and drawbar, 
economy PTO ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................£13,995
Case 4240 Pro XL Cab, c/w Quickie 340 loader/3rd service/joystick, 4wd, 1996, , 40k, aircon.....................................................................................................£12,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools, trailer brake, PUH, front fenders, shuttle box .........................................................£11,795
Massey Ferguson 390, c/w MF80 loader/4ft muck fork/3rd service, 1989, 3 stick gears, 2 spools, toplink ................................................................................... £11,495
Zetor 6340E, 1999, 4wd, c/w traclift 120/3rd service/joystick/quick release loader, 75hp, 4514 hours recorded, www.gordonagri.co.uk ..................................... £11,995
Case 885XL, c/w loader/5ft Graipe, 80hp approx, 4wd, 1990, manual gears, spools, toplink, pickup hitch.....................................................................................£8,995
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner, trailer brake, www.gordonagri.co.uk ..........................................................................£12,995
John Deere 3300 SE, 1996, 4wd, 75hp, 6400 hours recorded, shuttle box, hydraulic pick up hitch, V5 doc................................................................................... £11,495
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, Perkins engine, 95HP, 2 spools, toplink, pickup hitch...................................................................................................£10,795
Case 995 Grassland Special, Turbo XL Cab, 1994,85hp, 2 spools, PUH,  twin pto, 1 owner from new V5 doc....................................................................................£9,995
Case 885XL 4wd, 1989 F reg, F353 JAO, 4600 recorded hours, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools, front fenders............................................................................................£7,995
Case 4210, 1994 M reg, 2wd, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools, 2 door cab, 13.6 x 36 80% and 10x16 80%...............................................................................................£8,495
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH, 13.6 x 38 and 7.5 x 18 50%, www.gordonagri.co.uk ...................................................................................£5,495
JCB 801.8 mini digger, c/w 1 bucket, Quick hitch, twin speed tracking, expanding under carriage ........................................................................ choice of 3 from £8,495
Kubota KX36 mini digger, 2005, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks, 2600 hours, ex national plant company, well maintained ...............................................................£7,995
Kubota rtv 900cc, 2005, selectable 2wd/4wd, Camo edition, power steering, hyd tipping body......................................................................................................£4,995

QUADS& ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. Good selection of 

used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  
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Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
  - All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN: The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM: The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN: The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6AE
LOCHGILPHEAD: Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post or hand in to any of our offices
Or visit the website and input your details at 
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 1.00pm

NAME.....................................TEL...........................

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50 OR MORE
FOR ONLY £14.25 + VAT

UP TO 25 WORDS
TO MAKE A PAYMENT CALL 01631 568000
OR EMAIL ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

SELL YOUR ITEMS

UNDER £50
FREE

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.
Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

• No auction dramas
• Save on  costly delivery charges
• See items before you buy
• Items under £50 free to advertise

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

PLUMBING

OBAN BLINDS

SEASONED
HARDWOOD 
LOGS
Delivered by 1.5 ton 
tipper lorry, free delivery
throughout Oban, Mid 
and North Argyll. 
£85 per load. 

Tel 01838 200373

FIREWOOD ROOFING SPECIALISTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

L
O

C
A

L
  

• Items under £50 free to advertise

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 

JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

CHIMNEY SERVICES

STATIONERY

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

“OLD COURT WARE” 
CHEESE DISH elegant 
Staffordshire Cheese 
Dish by J.Fryer of 
Tunstall.(c.1950) warm 
pink tones +4 romantic 
scenes. No damage. 
Campbeltown,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01586 554537.
“R&B” SILVERPLATE 
BONBON DISH lovely 
Silverplate Bonbon Dish 
with handle, by “R&B” 
very pretty cut work de-
sign. Over 30 years old, 
10” long. Campbeltown,  
£18 Telephone 01586 
554537.
CERAMIC DOLLS a 
collection of four ceramic 
dolls. About 6” tall on 
weighted base. Three 
ladies and one man,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720751.
CHEESE DISH BASE 
OR STAND Matching 
Base for Old Courtware 
Cheesedish 25x21cms. 
Same warm pink tones 

.Campbeltown,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01586 554537.
GRANDE FINALE FLO-
RAL PLATE by Ursula 
Band. Collectors item, 
perfect condition, in box. 
Barcaldine,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720751.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Nao/ lladro Mother and 
child with teddy rare 
piece no:530,  £25+p+p 
if req. Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Leonardo Collectible Bride 
and Groom,  £15+p+p 
if req. Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
large lladro/Nao no:525 
Girl sitting on rock with 

req. Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
large Lladro Lady sitting 
on chair with parasol,  £25 
+p+p if req Telephone 
07748 574770.

HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Royal Stafford tea set, 
6 cups, 6 saucers, 6 tea 
plates, milk and cream 
set. Very well cared for,  
£25 Telephone 07748 
574770.
JAYNAY TRIPOD old 
vintage camera stand 
with leather strap, intact. 
Bargain,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720369.
JOLOMO OIL PAINT-
INGS 24”x24” and 14”x14”  
Private Sale. Offers when 
seen Telephone 01397 
704546.
ROYAL ALBERT 
BIRTHDAY BOUQUET 

-
memorating the Queen 
mother’s 92nd birthday. 
Perfect condition in box, 
Barcaldine,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720751.
TOBY JUG WOOD and 
SON No.2  excellent 
condition, Campbeltown,  
£25 Telephone 01586 
554537.
WEDGEWOOD PLATE 
Making The  Hayrick 
beautiful countryside 
scene, perfect condition, 
in box. Barcaldine,  £5 Tel-
ephone 01631 720751.
WEDGEWOOD PLATE 
Meandering Stream 
beautiful countryside 
scene, plate in perfect 
condition, boxed,  Bar-
caldine,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720751.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
TRIPOD “HAMA ALPHA  
60”tripod for camera or 
camcorder, 14” long col-
lapsed, 3 feet extended, 
not brand new. Good 
condition. Campbeltown,  
£15 Telephone 01586 
554537.

BABY EQUIPMENT
FISHER PRICE BABY 
SWING with MP3 clock, 
good condition,  £40 Tel-
ephone 07776 490221.
PUSHCHAIR/STROLL-
ER Mamas and Papas 
Ariosto pushchair,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720751.

BICYCLES
RAZOR ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER Razor E100 
Electric Scooter, used 
but in perfect working 
condition, with charger,  
£49 Telephone 01546 
605251.

BOOKS
IPAD FOR THE OVER 
50’S new not used, cost 
£12.99,  £6 Telephone 
01631 565404.

BUILDING / DIY
INTERNAL DOOR white, 
moulded, 78”x30”x1 3/8”,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
730381.
UPVC WINDOWS white 
double glazed windows, 
2 windows in each frame, 
size 180x120cm. Three 
available at £25 each 
and a 4th damaged one 
f.o.c. Telephone 07795 
692795.
VELUX WINDOWS  GGL 
MO4 65 X 85cm,four 
years old, excellent con-
dition,  £49.99 Telephone 
07974 897664.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ALLOYS & TYRES 5 

VW Polo, Very Smart, 
Bargain at,  £300 Tel-
ephone 01967 431255².
CAR BATTERY new “Sil-
ver” heavy duty 12v car 
battery. (50AH). Never 
used but not now needed,  
£45 Telephone 07503 
558142 Kilkenzie
CAR CREEPER suit DIY 
mechanic, unused, still 
boxed, foam padded with 
washable cover, head-
rest, metal frame with four 
wheels,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562339.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

GAS TANK & REGULA-
TOR small gas tank with 
regulator & hose (3.8kg),  
£15 Telephone 07503 
558142 Kilkenzie 
HOOK-UP CABLES 
one long (9.5m) & one 
short (50cm) hook-up 
cables. Never used,  £20 
Telephone 07503 558142 
Kilkenzie
PORTA POTTI re-steri-
lised Porta Potti 33 with 

yellow,   £30 Telephone 
07503 558142 Kilkenzie  
PORTABLE GAS 
HEATER new small 
portable gas heater by 
Pyramid for camping or 
caravanning. Complete 
with spare gas cartridge, 
excellent condition,  
£20 Telephone 01880 
740204.

SMALL FRIDGE small 
campervan fridge 12v. 
26cm(D)x 19cm (W)x 
27cm (H). Good condition, 
black,  £15 Telephone 
07503 558142 Kilkenzie

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES
“CLOGGIES” SIZE 5 
black “ Cloggies” by Wyn-
sors, brand new with tags. 
Never worn, ideal for gar-
den, pool or as sandals, 
size 5,   Campbeltown,  
£6 Telephone 01586 
554537.
“MONTERAY” REVERS-
IBLE JACKET lovely 

inner. Seal design logo 
can be worn inside or 
out. Warm brown, waist 
length. Campbeltown,  
£9 Telephone 01586 
554537.
“ONESIE” CONTROL 
SUIT all-in-one control 
suit by “Silkies”. Size 
Medium, never worn. 
Strong stretch material, 
Skintone, Campbeltown,  
£6 Telephone 01586 
554537.
“TRENDY TOUCH”  BLUE 
TOP bright blue short 
sleeve top by “TRENDY 
TOUCH”. Brand new with 
tags, never worn. Size 
Medium( 14?) silky fabric, 
Campbeltown,  £6 Tel-
ephone 01586 554537.
CONTROL PANTS black 
lycra control pants by 
“Silkies”. Brand new and 
never worn, 100% cotton 
gusset, size 16, Camp-
beltown,  £4 Telephone 
01586 554537.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

BOSCH TABLETOP 
DISHWASHER fully work-
ing order and in excellent 
condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07500 716262.
CHEST FREEZER work-
ing order.  Uplift required, 
Free Telephone 01631 
562645.

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

TRAILER AXLES 2 heavy 
duty trailer axles with 
wheels and tyres £45 or 
£25 each.  Telephone 
07795 692795.

 FURNITURE
2 X 2 SEATER brown 
leather sofas in excellent 
condition. Matching arm-

chair available at no extra 
cost,  £200 Telephone 
01546 603054.
6-SEATER OVAL PINE 
TABLE excellent condition 
drop-leaf pine table, 5’ by 
3’. Barcaldine,  £40 Tel-
ephone 01631 720751.
CHILD/TODDLER BED 
very good condition, 2’ 4” 
x 4’ 8”, white headboard 
and footboard, complete 
with mattress with remov-
able washable cover,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
562339.
SOFAS 3 and 2 seater 
tan leather sofas, could 
separate,  £45 Telephone 
01852 300015.

GARDEN
LOG SPLITTER Coopers 
foot-operated log splitter. 
1.2 ton minimum force. In 
good condition, sharp, but 
no longer needed,   £25 
Telephone 07503 558142 
Kilkenzie

GARDEN 
MACHINERY

PETROL LAWNMOWER 
4 stroke,  £30 Telephone 
01546 606696.

HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

2 CELEBRITY MAS-
SAGE/ Heat Recliners 
massages, warms and 
reclines, 5 years old, 
condition as new.  Cost 
over £1,000 each, for sale 
at £500 each.  Contact R 
Cooper  Telephone 01687 
470284(daytime) 01687 
470486(evenings).

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

BROTHER SEWING 
MACHINE X-5 £80 new. 
Used once, complete 
with instructions, bobbins, 
spare needles and acces-
sories. Comes in it’s origi-
nal box,  £40 Telephone 
07789 843073.

HOME 
FURNISHINGS

BLIND beautiful dark pink 
quality supreme blackout. 
Ideal for girls room all 

drop115.0cm not needed. 
Bargain,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720369.
LAMPSHADE brand new 
plain cream 45cm 18 
inch height, very large. 
Bargain,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720369.

LAMPSHADE brand new, 
very large still in wrapping, 
neutral mink colour 45cm 
18 “ tall.  Bargain,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720369.

HOME OFFICE
CORDLESS PHONE 
BT1500 cordless phone 
with answer machine, 
picture can be found on 
internet search engine. 
(Campbeltown),  £20 Tel-
ephone 07577 222019.

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BASIN  TAPS Briston,  
new, standard design 
single taps.  Chrome 
with metal heads, brand 
new boxed.  Good make 
Bargain,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720369.
TOILET AND CISTERN 
white, brand new,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 730381.
WHITE SHOWER BASE 
unused, as new with 
waste, 935 x 1420 x 
60mm,  £20 Telephone 
07788 833110 Oban.

LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

LARGE RUCKSACK 
green, unused rucksack 
approx 28”x15”x11”. Lots 
of pockets,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01631 710790.

LIVESTOCK
BANTEM COCKERELS 
various types and colours. 
FREE Telephone 01866 
822441².
POINT OF LAY PULLETS 
Welsummer crosses and 
pure Cream Legbars avail-
able, can deliver.  Call Ian 
Wilson.  Telephone 01583 
505204 or 07795 843558.
PULLETS also assorted 
hens 12 months old  Tel-
ephone 01880 730328.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 
of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tar-
bert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk

MARINE
WETLING RUBBER 
DINGHY 2.65m with 4hp 
Yamaha outboard, in 
good condition,  £425 Tel-
ephone 07769 717153.

MISCELLANEOUS
PAIR OF HIGHLAND 
COWS HORNS not 
mounted, but very large 
pair of horns,  £40 Tel-
ephone 01631 720751.

MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

SAN FRANSICO AN-
DROID mobile phone, 
unused, as new.  Boxed 
with all extras.  On Orange 
but easy to DIY unlock,  
£49.99 Telephone 07500 
716262.

MOBILITY
OUTSIDE 4 WHEELED 
walking frame with seat 
and storage. Cost £99.99,  
£25ono Telephone 01499 
302097.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CASIO KEYBOARD 
with stand. Cost £115,  
£25ono Telephone 01499 
302097.
FENDER SQUIER 
STRATOCASTER Strat 
electric guitar in excel-
lent condition. Beautiful 

£49 Telephone 01631 
720751.
MAHOGANY PIANO 
STOOL with original 
Edwardian fabric,  £40 
Telephone 01631 720796 
Benderloch.

OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

RAICHLE MEN’S SKI 
BOOT Flexon Pro, size 8 
- 8½, good condition,  £20 
Telephone 07788 833110 
Oban.

POWER TOOLS
MITRE SAW Ferm FKZ-
250, 250mm mitre saw, 
1400 watt in excellent 
condition. Barcaldine,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
720751.

WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass. lead 
etc. Smaller quantities 
considered.  Telephone 
07435 589701.

PERSONAL NOTICES

Golden 

Wedding

Dee & Mary Macaulay, 
Dalilea, Acharacle / Thornhill, Stirling.
Congratulations Mum & Dad 
(Granny & Grandpa)
50 years & still going strong!
with love from Donald, Eilidh, 
John & Mairi and all their families.

details at www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

Save 50% 
when you 

subscribe to 

The Oban Times
digital edition!
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD
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MEMORIALS

MCLEAN - Stuart McLean and Jennifer Hudson from 
Moodiesburn, Glasgow celebrated their wedding on 

Park Lodge Hotel. Thanks to all family and friends who 
attended and to registrars Andrew and Gill, and Rebecca, 

Chusie and staff at the Park Lodge.

WEDDING

BAIN 
Christopher and Helen are 
delighted to announce the 

safe arrival of their beautiful 
daughter, Erika Macdougall 

Bain, on March 7, 2014.  First 
grandchild for Jim and Lorna, 

Oban, and John and Jessie, 
Muasdale.  Many thanks to 

Campbeltown Maternity Unit 
and the RAH, Paisley.

BIRTH

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 23 March 2014
Lent 3 

St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban

Holy Communion .... 08:00
Sung Eucharist ......... 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11:00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ......... 08:00
Evensong ................. 20:15
Holy Eucharist ...... Wed 26 

March 14:30

GOLDEN WEDDING
FORBES - STEWART - At 
Oban Old Parish Church on 
March 19, 1964, by the late 
Rev. W. MacDonald, Harry 
to Margaret. Present address 
- Westray, Connel.
MATHESON -
LIVINGSTONE - In St 
Kieran’s Church, Port 
Charlotte, Islay on March 25, 
1964 by the Rev A Mackenzie, 
Robert to Chrissie. Present 
address, Stoneywood,
Aberdeen.

DEATHS
CAMPBELL -  Jean. 
Peacefully on Wednesday 
March 5, 2014 at Bowman 
Court, Craignure, Isle of Mull 
in her 72nd year. Beloved 
daughter of the late Iain 
and Nan 49 Main Street, 
Tobermory. Greatly missed.
HAGGART - Peacefully 
at Belford Hospital on 
Thursday, March 13 2014, 
George Alexander OBE aged 
85 years. Much loved dad, 
grandad, great-grandad and 
brother.  Funeral service in 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church, Fort William on 
Saturday March 22 at 12 

please.  Donations, if desired, 
to Renal Units, Belford and 
Raigmore Hospitals.
KENNEDY - Suddenly at 
home on Saturday, March 
15, 2014, aged 71, Donald, 
beloved husband to Ann and 
much loved by all the family.  
Funeral will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Monday March 24 at 1.15 pm.  

collection / donations if 
desired for Cancer Research 
(UK) Scotland.
KENNY - Siobhan Ann. 
Peacefully at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital, Paisley 
on March 17, 2014, Siobhan, 
loving daughter of Elizabeth 
and John, loving sister of 
Lauren, Gordon, Fiona and 
Seona.  Funeral service at 
Desmond Maguire Funeral 
Directors, The Mill Funeral 
Home, 115 Mill Street, 
Rutherglen G73 2AW on 
Friday, March 21 commencing 
at 1pm to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited.
MACINTYRE - Peacefully 
in the Belford Hospital on 
Thursday, March 13, 2014, 
Donald MacIntyre aged 87 
years. Beloved husband of 
the late Isabel Price and eldest 
son of the late Donald and 
Annie MacIntyre, Willow 
Cottage, Strontian, Argyll. 
Arrangements by John 
McLellan Funeral Directors.
MACMASTER - Suddenly 
but peacefully, surrounded 
by family in the outstanding 
care of the Belford Hospital 
on Saturday, 15 March 2014, 
Donald James MacMaster 
(Donnie). Loving husband 
of the late Morag Finnigan. 
Devoted dad of Alasdair and 
Jane, father-in-law of Liz 
and Raiko. Doting grandpa 
of Caty, Lucy, Callum, Flora 
and Fiona, a much loved uncle 
Donnie to many and friend to 
all. A true Highland gentleman. 
Funeral service on Monday 24 
March 2014 at 11am in Caol 
Church of Scotland. Family 

to John McLellan Funeral 
Directors.
WEBSTER - Peacefully at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Saturday March 
15, 2014, Catherine Webster 
of the Falls of Lora Hotel, 
Connel, wonderful mum to 
Karen and Gavin, sister to 
Sandra and a loving mother-
in-law and granny of six. She 
will be sorely missed by so 
many.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - Bibby wishes 
to express her sincere thanks 
to all family, friends and 
neighbours for their love 
and support, kind messages 
of sympathy, cards, letters, 

with catering on the sad and 
sore loss of her dear sister, 
Catherine.  Grateful thanks to 
doctors and all medical staff 
for their caring attention over 
the past year, to Rev Donald 
McCorkindale for such a 
sensitive and comforting 
service, Ross and Calum for 
their thoughtful choice of 
music, Stuart and Alasdair 
for their beautiful Gaelic 
singing, and Chris for piping 
at the cemetery.  Special 
thanks to Scott of John 
McLellan, Funeral Directors 
for the kind and courteous 
way he guided me through 

many from far and near who 
attended the funeral service 
and paid their last respects at 
the graveside, and contributed 
to the retiral collection of 
£1,525 for Lochaber Cancer 
and Palliative Care Fund and 
Cancer Research UK.
CAMERON - The family of 
the late Ian D Cameron would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends for all their help and 
kind words at this sad time. A 
special thanks to the Highland 
Hospice for looking after Ian 
and medical staff who cared 
for him, also thanks to Mike 
McFall for his handling of all 
the funeral arrangements.
CRAWFORD - Catherine, 
Joanne, Cara and family 
would like to thank all 
family, friends, neighbours 
and work colleagues for the 

calls, words of comfort and 
kind expressions of sympathy 
received following the sad 
loss of John.  Grateful thanks 
to doctors and nursing staff at 
the Mid Argyll and Golden 
Jubilee hospitals, and also to 
the paramedics for their efforts.  
Our thanks to Rev Roddy 
MacLeod for a comforting 
and uplifting service; to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for considerate and 
professional services and to 
the Stag hotel for excellent 
purvey.  Finally, thank you to 
all who attended at church and 
graveside to pay their respects.  
The retiral collection has 
raised over £620 to date, for 
Macmillan Nurses and Mid 
Argyll Hospital.  
GILLIES - The family of the 
late Jean Gillies wish to thank 
everyone for their kindness, 
support, cards, telephone calls, 

their sad loss. Sincere thanks 
to doctors and staff at Taynuilt 
Surgery and staff of Ward B, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital for 
their care and attention. Thanks 
to Rev. Robert Brookes for his 
comfort and uplifting service, 
and to piper, Neil Bennett. 
Thanks also to Hamish Hoey 

of funeral arrangements, 
and to Taynuilt Hotel for 
refreshments. Thanks to all 
who attended the church and 
graveside to pay their respects, 
and for all contributions to the 
retiral collection which raised 
the sum of £785 for Muckairn 
Parish Church.
MACGILVRAY - Catherine 
and Catriona, family of the 
late Cathie MacGilvray, 
37 Culipool, Luing, would 
like to send sincere thanks 
to all relatives, neighbours 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

tributes after the sudden 
death of Cathie.  Thanks to 
Ward A nursing staff and 
also Macmillan Nurses at 
Lorn and Islands Hopsital, to 
Rev David Mitchell for his 
comfort and lovely service, 
to Donnie for his piping and 
to the Co-operative Funeral 
Care, Dunoon for their 
professional and respectful 
service.  The ladies of Luing 
for arranging the funeral tea 
and to all those who attended 
at the church and graveside, 
your support was very much 
appreciated.  Many thanks 
for the generous donations to 
Macmillan Nurses and the MS 
Society. Sum raised in total 
was £320.90.
MACKELLAR - The 
MacKellar family would like 
to thank the nursing staff 
of Ward I, Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban for their 
professionalism, but mostly 
for their kindness towards 
us and Mrs Mary MacKellar 
while she was in their care.
TIMBRELL - The family of 
the late Albert Timbrell would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends for their expressions of 
sympathy received following 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to the ambulance 
crew and police, Monsignor 
MacKinnon, organist Johnny 
Cameron, piper James Rosie 
and funeral directors Mike 

arrangements. Finally thanks 
to all who attended the church 
to pay their respects and for 
the generous contributions to 
Belford Hospital of £440.60.

MEMORIAMS
ARMSTRONG – In loving 
memory of my dearest mother 
who passed away March 
23, 1975, also remembering 
dear friends Tootsie and 
Marie Campbell, Mrs Madge 
MacIsaac and Rev John 
MacLeod and his dear wife 
Dolina, also Donnie Ferguson 
a very kind and caring vet 
and remembering also John 
Alan MacNeil, Barra and dear 
friend Nancy Duffy.
- Inserted by Mrs Mary 
Lamont.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
and grandmother, Betty Lyall, 
who died on March 19, 1979.
Never a day but in our 
thoughts.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Ann, Angus, Lorne, 
Gordon, Gillian. 
Ardness, Tiraghoil, Bunessan. 
Mull
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of our loving dad 
Ian Campbell (SCAPA) who 
passed away on March 24, 
2013.

The dad we loved doesn’t go 
away
He walks beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear
Always in our thoughts
- Your loving family
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Ian Campbell 
(SCAPA) who passed away 
March 24, 2013. Miss and 
love you more every day. 
Always in my thoughts and 
heart.
- Pauline
HAY -  In loving memory of 
James who died March 18, 
2006. Always in our thoughts, 
forever in our hearts.
 - Joan, Donald, Anthea, Iain 
and families.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Lachie, a dear 
husband, dad, father-in-
law and papa who died on 
March 21, 2002. Loved 
and remembered today and 
always.

Also remembering Neil, a 
dear brother and uncle who 
died January 14, 2006 and 
Bella a dear sister-in-law, 
aunt and great-aunt who died 
March 29, 2010. Always in 
our thoughts.

MACDONALD - In memory 
of Ian, brother, brother-in-law, 
uncle and great-uncle, who 
died on March 24, 2012.
Always in our thoughts. 
- Ethel and Gilbert. 
Carol, Hugh and family.
John, Cath and family.
MACGREGOR - In loving 
memory of Annie Mac who 
died March 23, 2000. A dear 
friend and godmother. Sadly 
missed.
Always in my thoughts.
- Archie.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of our father, 
grandfather and pops, Angus 
(Dui) who died March 24, 
2013.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
Tha gaol againn oirbh.
- Kathleen, Duncan, Heather 
and family in Oban and 
Glasgow.
PATERSON - In loving 
memory of a dear son, brother 
George (Daffy) who passed 
away March 19, 2013 
I hold you close within my 
heart and there you shall 
remain,
To walk with us throughout 
our lives until we meet again.
- Love Mam, Willie, Janet and 
Marion.
PATERSON - In loving 
memory of a dear brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle 
George (Daffy) who passed 
away on March 19, 2013. 
One day we hope the sadness 
can end until then our hearts 
struggle to mend. Yet everyday 
we feel your presence and with 
that warmth the pain lessens.
 - Love Curly and Rhonda. xx
Always on my mind forever 
in my heart.

WHITEHEAD - In loving 
memory of our beloved mum 
Patricia, died  March 23, 
2013.
Your smile has gone forever
And your hand we cannot 
touch
But we have so many 
memories
Of a mum we loved so much
Loved and missed always.
- Christine, Alistair, Elizabeth, 
Michael, Fiona and families.

Thought for the week

How are you going to vote, Yes 
or No, and does your faith im-
pact upon your decision mak-
ing? The Church of Scotland, 
for one, has taken a neutral 
position whilst encouraging us 
to explore the values we wish 
to see underpinning Scotland. 

A basic Christian insight into 
nationhood is that all states are 
temporary. They come and go 

across time. It is up to people 
to work out the best civic state 
within their own context. 
Reinhold Niebuhr, theologian, 

ethicist and political advisor to 
US governments, listed seven 
factors which may, to a greater 
of lesser degree, contribute to 

-
mon historical experience, 
common language, sense of 
ethnic kinship, geographic 
unity, common frame of po-
litical thought, common area 
of economic mutuality and 
perhaps fear of a common foe. 

Politicians will argue, de-
pending upon their opinion, 
that Scotland or the UK tick 
the correct boxes so, as Chris-

tians, how do we approach a 
choice?

It comes back to values. The 
Scottish Parliament’s mace 
has the words Wisdom, Integ-
rity, Justice and Compassion 
written upon it. Through what 
form of government are these 

Edinburgh or London, Yes 
or No, what is best for 21st 
century Scotland?

Rev Dugald Cameron: 
Kilmore and Oban
Church of Scotland

Does your faith impact your decision towards the 
Scottish Independence debate?

MEMBERS of Muckairn 
Church Guild and friends 
met in the church on Mon-
day March 3 to learn about 
a project set up to tackle 
homelessness.

Stella Huntingford in 
the chair introduced John 
Kitson, a speaker from 
Scottish Churches Housing 
Action (SCHA), who gave a 
very informative talk on The 
Julius Project – No Room 
for Homelessness, which 
the Guild is supporting this 
year.

More than 45,000 families 
and individuals asked their 
local council for help last 

year because they had no 
permanent home.

There are many reasons for 
homelessness: breakdown in 
personal relationships; be-
reavement; unemployment; 
drugs or alcohol, youth and 
inexperience or ill health or 
imprisonment.

The Julius Project is an 
ecumenical helping hand, 

befriend homeless people, 
sharing activities, breaking 
down loneliness and giving 

A befriender is given train-
ing and has to be a good 
listener, non-judgemental, 

reliable and patient.
The project runs drop-in 

centres and may provide 
starter packs for those going 
into a new home. There is a 
branch in Oban.

Jessie Servant expressed 
the thanks of all present. The 
hymns were ‘What a friend 
we have in Jesus’ and ‘Let us 
build a house where love can 
dwell’.

The next meeting on April 
7 will involve drama read-
ings by members, followed 
by AGM. A coffee morning 
to raise funds for the Julius 
Project will be held in the 
village hall on May 3.

Muckairn Church Guild 
learn about Julius Project

THE LAST remaining survi-
vor of a key battle of World 
War Two has died aged 94.

Major Duncan McMillan 
MM TD of Campbeltown, 
who was a member of the 8th 
Battalion Argyll and Suth-
erland Highlanders, passed 
away peacefully in his sleep 
at the weekend.

His family said he had 
fallen ill around Christmas 
time and had to spend a 
number of weeks in Southern 
General Hospital in Glasgow 
before being allowed to return 
home. 

His daughter, Fiona 
MacKinnon, said her father 
was ‘very proud’ of his mili-
tary background. 

Major McMillan, who 
shared a birthday with Robert 
Burns, took part in the Battle 
of Longstop Hill in Tunisia 
aged just 23. 

It claimed the lives of more 
than 100 members of the 
Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, but was decisive in 
allowing the allies to break 
through German defences 
and reach occupied Tunis. 

Last year Major McMillan 

was present for the Campbel-
town unveiling of a painting 
commissioned for the 70th 
anniversary of the battle.

He told of the ‘pandemo-
nium’ at Longstop Hill, 
expressing how lucky he felt 
to have survived the war. 

The painting then went on a 
tour of Argyll, visiting Oban, 
Dunoon and Helensburgh, 
before returning to the regi-
mental museum in Stirling 
Castle. 

After his military service, 
Major McMillan, of Dolsach, 
Low Askomil, Campbeltown, 
started an upholstery busi-

1955, and later on Longrow, 
working well past his retire-
ment. His family still runs the 
business today. 

Major McMillan is survived 
by his wife May, his children 
James, William and Fiona, 
and three grandsons. 

Mrs MacKinnon said: ‘We 
would like to thank everyone 
for all their messages of sup-
port and kindness.’

The funeral will take place  
on Friday at Lorne and Low-
land Church at 1pm.

Major Duncan McMillan, who 
died at the weekend aged 

94, pictured at the unveiling 
of a painting depicting the 
Battle of Longstop Hill last 

year at Campbeltown Library. 
08_c19battle01

Major Duncan 
McMillan dies

A WOMAN who grew up in 
Lochgilphead has revealed 

father was part of the WWII 
Great Escape. 

Retired librarian, Rosalind 
Woods, 61, who was born in 
Poltalloch Estate, Lochgilp-
head in 1953 and then moved 
to Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead 
in 1956, has told the remark-
able story of her prisoner-of-
war dad, Bill Johnson.

-
tenant who was shot down in 
a Kittyhawk plane in North 
Africa and it was believed he 
was the only Scotsman in the 

His face was badly scarred 
when he was sent to Stalag 

Luft III, known to many as 
The Great Escape Camp, and 
this meant he was not among 
the chosen 200 men selected 
to escape, over fears the 
burns on his face would have 

Only 76 prisoners escaped 
and 50 of those were shot; 
Bill was left imprisoned in 
the camp and the Germans 
then marched him west in 
sub-zero temperatures. 

He arrived home in 1945 
after the area he resided in 
was freed by the US army.

After the war, Bill retreated 
to Islay to enjoy the peace 

as a chartered surveyor for 
nearly 30 years with the 

Forestry Commission in 
various parts of Scotland, 
eventually reaching the rank 
of conservancy land agent 
for Western Scotland. 

Bill was well remembered 
for almost always wearing 
a kilt during his duties with 
the commission. 

Rosalind and her friend 
Alison Howard, whose father 
was also a prisoner of war  
and was part of the Great 
Escape, have organised a 
memorial service to mark 
the 70th anniversary of the 
Great Escape. 

The service will take place 
on Sunday, March 30 at the 
Congregational Church in 
Parkhead, Glasgow. 

Argyll woman reveals father’s 
remarkable war story
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West of Scotland Cup
- 4th Round

Giffnock North 2
Oban Saints 2

(Giffnock won 3-2 on penalties 
after extra time)

NORTHOLM Park, Giffnock 
was the venue for this West 
of Scotland Cup fourth round 
match between hosts Giffnock 
North and Oban Saints with 
the Oban side hoping to bounce 
back after their disappointing 

the Scottish Cup the previous 
Saturday.

Giffnock are the current 
Caledonian Premier League 
champions and Saints knew 
they were in for a tough match 
and that’s exactly how it turned 
out.

The home side started well 
and had Saints pinned back in 
the opening exchanges, but the 

Saints when Donnie Campbell 
and Allan MacKay combined to 
set up Lewis Cameron, but his 
shot was saved by North keeper 
Craig Marshall.

After a slow start the visitors 
were right back in the game and 

cross to the far post, but Craig 
MacEwan jumped a bit too early 
and his header went past the 
post.

Giffnock looked a well drilled 

in the 22nd minute in rather 
fortunate circumstances when 
a free kick was curled into the 
box and Myles McAuley, in at-
tempting to clear his lines, only 
succeeded in knocking the ball 
into his own net.

Fizzed
Saints should have equalised a 

minute later when Ross Maitland 

Alex Craik headed wide of the 
target from six yards.

minutes before the interval when 
skipper Marc MacCallum got 
on the end of a Craig MacEwan 
corner to head the ball home 
to make the half time score 1-1 
which was just about right on 
the balance of play.

Saints started the second half 
well and took the lead in the 

52nd minute and what a superb 
goal it was. Craig MacEwan 
and Donnie Campbell made 

the ball was played back to 
Colin Tindall who threaded a 
great pass to Lewis Cameron. 
The young striker took off, 
leaving three or four Giffnock 
defenders in his wake, before 
thumping a great shot past the 
stranded North keeper.

The visitors were on top at this 
stage controlling the game and 
playing some good football into 
the bargain.

However, a mistake by Colin 
Tindall in the 63rd minute when 
he failed to clear his lines 
allowed Giffnock to break 
through and Scottish interna-

slotted the ball home to make 
the score 2-2.

Saints’ record in penalty 
shoot-outs has been abysmal re-
cently. They lost the Centenary 
Cup and Jimmy Marshall Cup 

season and this one was to be no 
different.

The shoot-out started well 
for Saints with Mattie Rippon 

Allan MacKay then scored and 
so did Giffnock. Next up was 
Donnie Campbell but Craig 
Marshall saved, Giffnock then 
scored - 2-2. Craig MacEwan 
was next, but he shot past the 
post, then the Giffnock player 

2-2. Lewis Cameron was next in 
line, but like Craig, he shot past 
the post. The pressure was on 
the last Giffnock player but he 
calmly slotted the ball home to 
give his side victory in a hard-
fought but sporting cup tie well 
handled by Ian Hamilton.

Disappointed
Manager Iain Jackson  was 

disappointed after the game. He 
said: ‘I thought we played very 
well against a good Giffnock 
side. We were on top in the 
second half, then gave away a 
bad goal for the equaliser. I felt 
sorry for Colin Tindall as he had 
played really well all afternoon.

‘The less said about the penal-
ties the better. We just don’t 
seem to be able to handle the 
pressure in these situations. 
That’s three shoot-outs in a row 
we’ve lost, so it can’t just be 
down to bad luck.

‘However, that’s the major 
cups over and done with for this 
season so we must now con-
cenrate on the Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy and the league run in.’

Saints have a double header 
this weekend. On Saturday they 
take on Castlemilk at home in a 
Premier Division league match 
and on Sunday they travel to 
play Argyll rivals Lochgilphead 
Red Star in the second round of 
the Jimmy Marshall Trophy.

Saturday’s match will take 
place at either Glen 2 or the 
3G (depending on the weather) 
kicking off at 2pm.

Saints go west 
as they lose out 
on penalties
The Oban side will play 
two games this weekend

West of Scotland Challenge 
Shield

Oban Athletic 14
Lochfyneside 0

OBAN Athletic secured an 
emphatic 14-0 win over Argyll 
rivals Lochfyneside, to progress 
to the next round of the West of 
Scotland Challenge Shield.

Athletic were on the front 
foot from the off, creating and 
missing several chances in the 
early exchanges before Scott 
Maitland put the hosts ahead 
after 20 minutes. Athletic as-
serted a passing game that had 
the visitors toiling and by half 
time they were four goals to the 
good with further strikes from 
Maitland, Kris Gillies and Sean 
Ford.

The second half produced 
a more clinical Athletic with 
another 10 goals scored without 
reply through Maitland (2), Gil-
lies (2), Smith (2), and one each 
for Carmichael, MacLellan, 
Graham and an own goal.

Satisfied
Manager Calum Fox was 

were in total control and while 
the convincing result didn’t tell 
me too much about my side, the 
fact that Lochfyneside never 
had a shot on target in the match 
showed we never got compla-
cent, which was the main focus 
for us after some poor second 
half performances this season.

‘The team attended the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Dinner at 
night and a thoroughly enjoy-
able evening was had by all. It’s 
a cause a lot of us back to the 
hilt as we have friends of Ryan 
in our club.’

Athletic are away to third 
Lanark in the next round of the 
Challenge Shield this Saturday 
and having won down there 4-0 
earlier in the season, are hoping 
to replicate that result.

A RECORD number of 30 players took part in the annual Oban 
Squash Club mixed team tournament on Saturday at Atlantis 
Leisure.

In the third year of the tournament, organisers were delighted to 
see a high turnout and a high standard of play that brought together 
beginners and more advanced players.

A record number of players took to the courts for Oban Squash Club’s mixed team tournament. 16_t12squash01

5.30pm, as a total of 270 games were played. The winning team 
was: Paul Kersley, Donald McLennan, Malcolm Croarkin, Gavin 
McLucas, Andy Mathews, Anna Bateman and Julie McGlynn.

High standard at Oban squash tournament
SQUASH

Emphatic
win for 
Oban
Athletic

FOOTBALL

Saints skipper Marc Mac-
Callum sustained a nasty knee 
injury but he showed his cour-
age and determination to win by 
staying on the pitch until the end 
of the game.

Both teams went at it hammer 
and tongs for the remainder of 
the game as they both knew that 
the next goal would probably be 
the winner.

Lewis Cameron had a decent 
effort for Saints as the clock ran 
down and Daniel Cassells made 
a brilliant save from a Chris Paul 
header to deny North a victory 
in the dying seconds.

The game moved into half an 
hour of extra time, but there was 
no more scoring and so to the 
dreaded penalty shoot-out.

Lewis Cameron scored a superb 
goal for Saints.

Kilchoan Ladies football team could be heading abroad in search of games. f12kilchoan1no

KILCHOAN’S ladies football team could 
be set to travel abroad in search of competi-
tion. 

The Ardnamurchan women are struggling 

remote location. 
Kilchoan Ladies’ 12 players range from 

age 14 to mid 40s and have played a few 
matches against teams from Coll and the 
Uists but are now looking for competitors 
on the mainland. If their struggle contin-
ues, they may set off to tour South Africa 

Captain Kayleigh MacGillivray, 23, said: 
‘We live in a small community in a very 
remote part of the world but we’ve built up 
a really super ladies football team. We’ve 
trained regularly, even through this very 
wet winter, but it isn’t much fun unless 
there are matches to aim for.

Kilchoan ladies football team may have to 
travel abroad in search of competition

‘If the Scottish mainland can’t produce 
any teams, we’re thinking of doing a tour 
of somewhere where girls take football 
as seriously as we do like America or 
South Africa though we haven’t told our 
boyfriends yet about these plans. We’d like 
to have a few practice games here before 
we go.’

Travelling
Women from Bristol travelled to Ardna-

murchan last year with a male team for a 
game but this is the only team on the UK 
mainland Kilchoan Ladies have been able 
to play. They are now looking at travelling 
around Britain in search of games, with a 
trip abroad in sight for the future. 

Kayleigh, who is studying PE teaching 
at the University of Stirling, said: ‘We’re 
quite far in the sticks so people often think 
it’s too much to ask to travel out to us but 

we try to tie in with other things happening 
on the peninsula like music events so it can 
be a really good day out.

‘We don’t expect everyone to come to us, 
we’re willing to meet in the middle and we 
would be keen to travel around Britain to 

ambitious but it’s something we would like 
to do in the future.

‘It’s not that there isn’t an interest in wom-
en’s football, there’s plenty of girls who like 
to play. The problem is getting someone to 
round them up into a team and get them 
involved in matches and tournaments.’ 

Any team that would like to play Kilchoan 
Ladies can contact Kayleigh at www.face-
book.com/KilchoanFC

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

MID ARGYLL RFC hosted 

Rugby Dalriada Festival of the 
season in Lochgilphead. 

More than 60 players from 
primary four to seven gathered 

-
phead Campus on Sunday for 

winter break.
Teams from Oban, Mull, 

Etive Vikings and Mid Argyll 
took on each other in a round 
robin format with matches 
being played at age groups of 
P4/5 and P6/7.

Etive Vikings came out on top 
at both age groups despite some 

other teams. 
All the players impressed on 

the day with some fantastic 
rugby which is a huge testament 
to their coaches who have been 
keeping them training over the 
winter months.

As usual Mid Argyll RFC 
were fantastic hosts and 
provided food for the players 
and coaches before their 
journey home.

The next event will take place 
in Taynuilt on Sunday, March 
30 from noon. 

YOUTH RUGBY

Mini rugby 
Dalriada at 
Lochgilphead

Canadians and Scots line up for The Oban Times at Lochaber High School. 20_f12rugby01 

LOCHABER Rugby Club ex-
tended the international hand of 
friendship to a group of young 
Canadian rugby players last 
Wednesday night.

After a welcome from Loch-
aber youth convener Gary Hen-
drie, the party of 46 pupils from 

Lochaber Rugby Club welcome Canadian visitors
in Caledon, Ontario enjoyed 
an impromptu training session 
with the club’s junior players at 
Lochaber High School.

Visit to Skye
The Canadians visited Inver-

ness and Loch Ness b efore 

arriving in Lochaber, and after 
staying overnight in Fort Wil-
liam continued their tour of the 
Highlands with a visit to Skye.

Coach Kirk Robertson said 
the trip, which was organised 
through the Scottish Rugby 
Union, was both a rugby devel-

opment and cultural exchange.
He said: ‘There’s a lot more 

history here than there is at 
home so it is an educational 
thing as well.’  

YOUTH RUGBY

Argyll derby scheduled for Sunday
FOOTBALLSUNDAY sees Argyll rivals 

Lochgilphead Red Star and 
Oban Saints go head to head in 
the second round of the Jimmy 
Marshall Trophy at Ropework 
Park, kicking off at 2pm.

Referee in charge is the experi-
enced John Scott.

The Lochgilphead side are 
on a good run at the moment, 
unbeaten in their last three 
games and having defeated 
promotion rivals Jamestown 4-3 
last weekend.

This will be Red Star’s biggest 
test of the season so far against 
their Premier Division rivals.

In the other camp Oban Saints 
are licking their wounds after 
having been knocked out of 
both the Scottish and West of 
Scotland Cups in successive 
weekends so they will be keen 
to get back to winning ways as 
soon as possible.

The Lochgilphead side do not 

Saints will be taking on Cas-

tlemilk in a league game then 
travelling to Lochgilphead on 
Sunday for the cup game against 
Red Star.

prospect and a good crowd is 
expected at Ropewok Park on 
Sunday.

The game has added spice due 
to the Oban contingent of Elliot 
Dougall, Kevin Keen and Innes 
Paterson currently plying their 
trade with Red Star.

The teams last met in a pre-

season friendly with Saints 
running out 3-0 winners but 
this will have little bearing 
on Sunday’s outcome as both 
managers made a lot of changes 
to personnel that day.

Both camps should be at full 
strength and everybody hopes 
the weather improves to allow 
what should be a cracking cup 
tie to go ahead on Sunday.  

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£550

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

I May, Pulpit Drive, Oban

J Finlayson, Lansdownie Cres., Kincardine
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Fixtures

Results

SHINTY

Lovat set the 
pace in Orion 
Premiership
Oban Camanachd start 
with two wins out of two

Saturday 22 March
Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Graham Cameron 
Kyles Athletic v Lochaber
Colin MacDonald
Lovat v Inveraray
Evan MacRae 
Kingussie v Glenurquhart
David Mitchell - 3pm
Marine Harvest National 
Division
Caberfeidh v Fort William
John Angus Gillies 
Bute v Beauly
Robert Baxter   
Glenorchy v Kilmallie
Ted McDonald 
Oban Caman v Glasgow MA 
Lachie Wood 
Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kingussie v Inverness
Euan Pearson - 12pm
Beauly v Newtonmore
Calum Girvan 
Glenurquhart v Strathglass
Archie Ritchie 
Skye v Lovat
Ron Kennedy 
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Kinlochshiel
John Matheson 
Boleskine v Lochcarron
Innes Wood
Fort William v Glengarry
Robert Morrison
Lochaber v Skye
Andy MacLean
Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Strathspey v Lewis
John Wood 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Aberdour
Billy Wotherspoon 
Lochside Rovers v Oban Celtic
Deek Cameron 
Strachur v Kyles Athletic
Ewen MacDonald 
Taynuilt v Kilmory
Ronnie Campbell
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Aberdour v Glenorchy
Neil MacDonald 
Col Glen v Ballachulish
Jim Innes
Glasgow MA v Inveraray
David Stafford 
Tayforth v Bute
John MacGregor 
(Throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated)
Womens Camanachd
Association 
Sunday 23 March
Marine Harvest National 
Division 2
Ardnamurchan v Lovat
Cowal & Bute v Strathglass
Glasgow MA v Dunadd

Saturday 15 March
Orion Group Premiership
Kingussie 1 - 0 Kinlochshiel
Glenurquhart 0 - 0 Kyles Ath 
Lochaber 1 - 5 Lovat
Newtonmore 2 - 0 Inveraray
Marine Harvest National 
Division 
Beauly 0 - 1 Oban Camanachd
Fort William P - P Bute

Fixture to be rescheduled
Glasgow MA 4 - 2 Glenorchy
Kilmallie P - P Caberfeidh  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart 0 - 3 Skye
Lovat 1 - 4 Kingussie
Inverness 1 - 3 Beauly
Strathglass 2 - 1 Newtonmore
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish 3 - 0 Taynuilt  
Lochside Rovers 0 - 2 Kilmory
Oban Celtic 1 - 1 Kyles Athletic
Strachur 2 - 2 Aberdour
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine  3 - 1 Lochaber
Glengarry P - P Kinlochshiel  

Lochcarron P - P Fort William  

Skye 7 - 0Aberdeen University
Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 3 - 4 Ballachulish
Bute P - P  Glasgow Mid Argyll

Glenorchy 0 - 3 Tayforth
Inveraray0 - 0 Col Glen  
Ewen MacDonald
Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Inverness 0 - 8 Kilmallie  
Lochbroom 0 - 0 Lewis
Strathspey 1 - 4 Caberfeidh  
Womens Camanachd
Association 
Results Saturday 15 March
Marine Harvest
National Division 1
Glasgow MA 5 – 0 Skye
Baddenoch & Strathspey 3
Glengarry 1
Lochjaber 2-2 Aberdour
Marine Harvest
National Division 2
Sunday 16 March
Glasgow MA 4 - 3 Lovat

Action from last Saturday’s match between Lochside Rovers and Kilmory. The Mid Argyll side came away with a 2-0 win. 
Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Alan Duffy netting the equaliser for Oban Celtic against Kyles 
Athletic at Mossfield last Saturday in a South Division One match. 

The honours were shared in a 1-1 draw.  Photo: Stephen Lawson

KINLOCHSHIEL have yet 
to bank a point or a goal in 
the Orion Group Premiership 
but last Saturday’s 1-0 defeat 
at The Dell to Kingussie gave 
coach Colin Fraser grounds for 
optimism.

Both Keith MacRae and Gordy 
MacDonald came through the 
match unscathed after recover-
ing, respectively, from a hernia 
operation and a knee injury and 
will be vital assets in ’Shiel’s bid 
to upset champions Newtonmore 
at Kirkton.

Fraser told The Oban Times: ‘It 
was a close game against Kings 
and we played a lot better than 
we did against Glenuquhart the 
week before. I was a bit disap-
pointed we never took anything 
out of the game and felt we were 
still a bit match rusty.

‘Newtonmore will be a tough 
nut to crack but the boys know 
what they have to do. Newton-
more are not unbeatable and 
clearly they are a very good side, 
but having home advantage will 
hopefully make a difference. 

‘Glen Mackintosh is obviously 
a big threat to any team, as is 
their whole forward line but 
hopefully our defence will be up 
to it - and I’m sure they will.’

Orion Group Premiership cham-
pions NEWTONMORE will 

season against Kinlochshiel on 
Saturday. 

Last week’s 2-0 victory against 
Inveraray at the Eilan secured 
another two points for the team 
but it didn’t come easy, accord-
ing to coach PJ MacIntosh.

He said: ‘I was pleased to get a 
win but it was a bit of a struggle, 
Inveraray put up a really good 

Looking ahead to Saturday’s 
game, even with a full squad 
MacIntosh knows Newtonmore 
will need to be on top form to 
get another win under their 
belts. 

be a challenge. There are no easy 
games in the premier league 
and Kinlochshiel are a very 
competitive team. You have got 

right frame of mind but it will be 

KYLES ATHLETIC looked 
to have halted their poor run 

going into a home match with 
Lochaber on Saturday.

After two defeats to start 
their 2014 campaign, Kyles 
managed a scoreless draw with 
Glenurquhart in Drumnadrochit 
last week.

Kyles trainer James Perlich 
said: ‘There are some positive 
signs that a good team is being 
formed and we are looking to 
improve again this week but 
essentially we need more goals.

‘This will happen once players 

positions and are playing along-
side each other more often.’

Kyles’ junior team secured a 
good 1-1 draw in Oban against 

of the season. Alastair MacKay 
was on target for the Tighnab-
ruaich men.

LOCHABER Camanachd 
travel to Tighnabruaich looking 

going down 5-1 last weekend 
to table-toppers Lovat in 

Bridge.
Coach Robert Johnstone felt 

that result was no disgrace given 
that his team had not played a 
single pre-season match - but 
will hope match sharpness is 
better for the game against 
Kyles.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I’m 
just down-hearted we did not 
get a few games under our belt 
before the season started but 
that’s history now.

‘I don’t know whether the 
pitch at Tighnabruaich will be 
playable so the game could be 
switched to Lochaber.

‘We have no injury worries. 
James MacRae got hit on the 
ribs against Lovat but he seems 
to be alright.

‘Every game is going to be dif-

ring rusty against Lovat but we 
played for the 90 minutes. We’ll 
get our heads down and work 
hard again against Kyles.’

Orion Group Premiership lead-
ers LOVAT welcome Inveraray 
to Balgate Park with high hopes 
of extending their perfect start 
to season.

Victory would make it four 
wins from four for the Kiltarlity 
men, who are already providing 
ample evidence that they could 
mount a serious challenge for 
the title.

Coach Allan MacRae will still 
have Lorne MacKay missing 
through suspension but Calum 
MacAulay could feature at some 
stage after being included in the 
squad for the Lochaber game 
last week.

MacRae dismisses any talk of 
silverware as premature with 
just three games played and 
is focusing only on the job in 
hand.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
early days yet and there’s a long 
way to go so we are just going to 
take it one game at a time.

‘There are only eight teams 
in the league and it would only 
take a few games not to go your 
way to be back down the table 
again. 

‘Inveraray will be a hard game 
- we had two very close matches 
against them last season and 
drew 2-2 with them down there. 
They are always well organised 
and very tough to play against.’

He added: ‘The boys are look-
ing forward to every game and 
are really enjoying their shinty.’

INVERARAY player/manager 
Garry MacPherson believes his 
side deserved better from their 
encounter with champions 
Newtonmore last Saturday at 
The Eilan.

of his team’s chances in the build 
up to the tough away tie and 
claimed the 2-0 defeat didn’t tell 
the full story.

‘We deserved a point at 
least,’ said MacPherson, who 
was impressed with his side’s 

competitive game of the season. 
‘We missed a handful of good 

chances and stopped them creat-
ing their own.’

Newtonmore went ahead 

and added a second with the last 
hit of the ball.

from the ’Aray men forced 
Newtonmore into a tactical 

There were standout perform-
ances from the McMurdo twins; 
Euan in his new role at centre 
was full of energy and Andrew 
shackled Newtonmore’s main 
goal threat Danny MacRae.

But despite having much of 
the territory, a rusty Inveraray 
forwardline couldn’t convert the 
chances on offer.

Calling for his side to repro-
duce the same form for this 
weekend’s tie with Lovat in 
Kiltarlity, MacPherson added: 
‘The work rate last week was 
fantastic, our defence was 

dominated theirs.

probably how we were described 
a few years ago - and have been 
banging in the goals.’

Douglas Dando and David 
Robertson, who missed the 
Newtonmore trip, should be 
available this week.

KINGUSSIE co-manager 
Russell Jones is hoping for an-
other win at home after a vic-
tory against Kinlochshiel on 
Saturday.

The match was transferred to 
the Dell as Kinlochshiel’s home 
turf Kirkton Park was water-
logged and Kingussie secured 
a 1-0 win after a closely fought 
game. 

Jones said: ‘We were pleased 
to get a win and I think we 
played particularly well in the 

our defence in particular played 
very well.

We had Louis Munro back 
from suspension and that re-
ally helped, having him in full 
centre makes a big difference 
to our performance. He played 
particularly well on Saturday.’ 

Jones knows this weekend’s 
game against Glenurquhart 
won’t be easy but believes the 
Kingussie boys have what it 
takes. 

He said: ‘Both teams will quite 
rightly believe they can win, 
Glenurquhart are undefeated 
this season and will probably be 
coming thinking they can beat 
us. We’ve had a few hard games 
against them over the years 
so we have to be at our best if 
we want to win and of course 
we want to win, especially our 
home games.’

GLENURQUHART will 
be looking for a win against 
Kingussie after a 0-0 draw with 
Kyles Athletic last Saturday. 

The team were missing John 
Barr after he was called offshore 
and are still without Andrew 
Corrigan and Ally Mackintosh 
who are injured. 

Manager Billy MacLean said: 
‘It was a pretty tight game and 
as we expected Kyles to put up a 

made it harder, he’s a pretty 
important player for us so we 
had to make a few changes but 
young Michael Brady played 
very well at the back, as did 
David Smart.’

Looking ahead to the game 
against Kingussie, MacLean is 
hoping his boys will be on top 
form. 

He said: ‘It’s always a tough 
game at The Dell but we’ll go 
down, give it our best shot and 
hopefully get a result. Hopefully 
we’ll have John back by then 
and the rest of the boys are up 
for this, they’re keen to get a 
good result.’

FORT WILLIAM have yet to 
play in the National Division 
after weather wiped out their 

away this weekend will present 
a stern test.

Co-managers Adi Robertson 
and Victor Smith will be without 
full forward Gary Innes through 
work commitments and have yet 
to make a decision on who will 
play in his place.

Robertson told the Oban 
Times: ‘We will need to think 
hard about how we will set up 
the forward line against Caber-
feidh and who we play at full 
forward.

‘It will be a really hard game 
especially considering we have 
not played for six or seven 
weeks.

‘It would have been nice to 
have got a few games under 

our belts because going up to 
Caberfeidh are is never easy at 
the best of times.’

He added: ‘The postponements 
have been really frustrating - the 
boys have been training through 

but it is not the same as match 
practice.’

Defender Liam MacIntyre has 
recovered from his broken hand 
but, according to Robertson, has 
damaged a disc in his back and 
is doubtful. ‘We won’t rush him 
back,’ he said.

BUTE players and committee 
members were due to meet for 
emergency talks on Tuesday 
night after both the senior and 

With no manager in place last 

team for the trip to Fort William 
but club member Barry Martin 
says the club will not fold.

He added: ‘Team morale has 
taken a nosedive but it is just 
a matter of getting on with 
things.’

Bute are scheduled to host 
Beauly this Saturday in the Ma-
rine Harvest National Division 
and the junior team are to travel 
to Tayforth.

‘We fear no-one,’ was the battle 
cry from GLENORCHY coach 
John Smith as he prepared his 
side for the visit of National 
Division title contenders Kil-
mallie.

Glenorchy made a losing start 
to 2014 in Glasgow but Smith in-
sists the Dalmally men, on their 
day, are a match for anyone.

Smith said: ‘I have been told 
Kilmallie will be competing at 
the top of the league but we fear 
no-one.

‘If we get our strongest team 
available we are a match for 
anyone, especially at home.’

to last weekend’s match against 
GMA, with Kieran McKay and 
Duncan Smith scoring within 

Anderson hat trick and a Mark 
Bain strike completed the scor-

half.
Both teams cancelled each 

other out in the second half, 
-

mained 4 - 2. 

KILMALLIE are busy prepar-
ing for their game at Glenorchy 
more in hope than expectation 
as the rain continues to fall on 
the west Highlands.

The Caol side had hoped to 
switch their game to Caberfeidh 
last week away from the  Canal 

prevention work at Castle Leod 
was incomplete and the game 
was called off.

Kilmallie coach Duncan Kelly 
will have a full squad available 
against Glenorchy except for 
Michael Rodger, who is serving 
a one-match suspension.

Kelly told The Oban Times:
‘I have not seen Glenorchy for 
four years since I was helping 
Ali Ferguson at Lochaber so 
they are a bit of an unknown 
quantity.

‘But any team that gains pro-

three in the South Division 
One deserves respect. 

‘It will be a hard game on what 
will be a heavy pitch, but the 
boys are up for it.’

OBAN CAMANACHD secured 
another impressive away win on 
Saturday as Malcolm Clark’s 
second-half strike ensured they 
brought both points back from 
Beauly.

But manager Gussie Campbell 
has warned his players against 
complacency as the Oban side 
look to continue their good form 
against GMA this weekend at 

Clark’s 55th minute goal last 
Saturday was the least Cama-
nachd deserved for a dominant 
display in which they should 
have scored more.

Campbell said: ‘We had a lot 
of the pressure, although Beauly 
always looked dangerous on the 
break. I think if we had not been 
over elaborate with our forward 
play we could have scored more 
but I can’t criticise the front 
four, who were excellent.

‘In the last 20 minutes we had 
to soak up a bit of pressure but 
the back four held out well, con-
sidering we were missing Scott 
MacMillan and Garry Lord in 
defence. James MacMillan in 
particular was excellent and 
Robert Dunnings had two bril-

Looking ahead to this weekend, 
Campbell said: ‘GMA scored 
four against Glenorchy, so their 
tails will be up. We always have 
a good game against them.’

SKYE Camanachd welcome 
Lovat second team to Pairc nan 
Laoch and should have enough 

from three in North Division 
One.

Skye’s only injury doubt is 
buckshee forward Will Cowie, 
who pulled a hamstring in last 
weekend’s 3-0 win at Glenurqu-
hart.

With a Co-operative MacTav-

the following Saturday, Skye 
coach John MacLeod is likely to 
rest Cowie for the Lovat game.

He told The Oban Times:
‘We’ll see how he is during 
the week but we have plenty of 
depth in the squad.

‘Other than Will we should 
be at full strength but we will 
take nothing for granted against 
Lovat. We will prepare the same 
way and treat them with respect 
and it’s up to us to get the win.’

He added: ‘The pitch will be 
heavy on Saturday but we should 
be able to take care of them.’

Against the Glen, Danny Mor-
rison opened Skye’s account 

goals from Shockie MacLennan 
and Kenny MacLeod to seal the 
win.

BALLACHULISH made a 
belated start to the 2014 season 

youthful Taynuilt side and al-
most appeared nervous in their 

level.
Taynuilt had the better of the 

but could not really test David 
MacPhee in the home goal. 

Grant MacKenzie, who was 
to go off injured at half time, 
came fairly close for the home 

ended goalless.
Ballachulish stepped up a gear 

after the break and opened the 
scoring through Lorne Brown in 
the 61st minute. The home team 

strike from Scott Henderson in 
the 64th minute made it 2-0.

Most of the play was at the 
away team’s end but the oc-
casional Taynuilt attack was 
thwarted by a strong Ballachul-
ish defence with youngster Cian 
MacPhee looking composed at 
all times.

score 3 -0 through a good strike 
from Lorne Brown in the 88th 
minute.

To complete a good day for 
Ballachulish their junior team 
went down to Aberdour and 
won 4 - 3, with goals from 
Lewis Bryson, two from Jack 
MacLean and a winning penalty 
from Patrick MacLean. 

Ballachulish senior team 
hosts Aberdour this Saturday 
- weather permitting.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS will 
be relying on their young guns 
to keep them in South Division 
One this season after the tena-
cious teens impressed in the 2-0 
defeat to Kilmory on Saturday.

Having lost some seasoned 
players to the senior side, Loch-

-

of the year and manager David 
‘Skinny’ MacInnes admitted he 
was pleasantly surprised by the 
class of 2014.

He said: ‘I was really impressed 
with the young boys like Daniel 
MacVicar, Evan MacLellan and 
Charlie Spreadbury, who looked 
like he had been playing half-
back all his life.

‘But for me Ross MacMillan 
was the best player on the park. 
It’s been a long time since I’ve 
seen a debut like that from a 
young boy of 15.’

The lack of match practice was 
evident from Lochside’s poor 
hitting and they conceded two 
soft goals.

But looking ahead to this 
Saturday’s derby with Oban 
Celtic, MacInnes said: ‘We have 
no expectations this season and 
want to give as many of the 
young boys a game but everyone 
knows what the Oban Celtic 
match is about.’

OBAN CELTIC are eagerly 
awaiting to hear of progress 
on injuries to Neil Carmichael 
and Donald MacCallum as they 
prepare for the Oban derby this 
weekend.

Celtic face Lochside Rovers at 
Ganavan on Saturday but have a 
selection headache, with other 
players having work commit-
ments.

Oban Celtic president David 
Hamilton said: ‘Donald and Neil 

last weekend and we are hoping 
they are back for an important 
game on Saturday. 

‘Everyone looks forward to 
the Lochside game.’

Hamilton said the 1 - 1 draw 
last week with Kyles Athletic 
was ‘a point dropped’.

He added: ‘I thought we were 
unlucky not to win and we 
should have made more of hav-
ing the wind behind us in the 
second half.

very good.’

Despite being on the wrong end 
of a 3-0 scoreline TAYNUILT 
manager Davy Thomson was 
full of praise for his side in their 

With no pre-season matches 

because of the weather, Taynuilt 

time in last Saturday’s defeat at 
Ballachulish.

A second half collapse from 
a determined Taynuilt gave 
Balla’ a comfortable win in the 
end but up until that point the 
visitors were always in the tie.

Thomson said: ‘I am very 
pleased with the performance 
of our young boys against a 
more experienced and physical 
Ballachulish. 

‘I thought we dominated 

goalscorer.
‘The important thing for me 

Our young boys, Ryan and John 
Gillies and Fraser MacMillan 
really impressed me and I 
thought Willie Neilson was 
outstanding at the back. That’s 
the best I’ve seen him play in as 
Taynuilt jersey.’

Thomson said this weekend’s 
home game against Kilmory 
may prove crucial come the 
end of the season and admitted 
Taynuilt must take something 
from the game.

John Gillies and Daniel 
MacDonald are doubts for this 
weekend with hand and ankle 
injuries, respectively.

KILMORY will hope to 
stick to their winning ways 
when they travel to take on 
an inexperienced Taynuilt on 
Saturday. 

The Mid Argyll side now sit 
top of South Division One after 

-
tory of the season last Saturday 
against Lochside Rovers.

Goals came from an Ian 
Robertson penalty just after 
the half hour mark and Dennis 
MacCurry scored on 85 min-

Taynuilt are currently bot-
tom of the table after losing 
their only match of the season 
against Ballachulish.

STRACHUR will play the 
newly promoted Kyles Athletic 
second team at home on Satur-
day in South Division One.

The side had to settle for a 
2-2 draw against Aberdour at 
the weekend, with goals from 
Rhys Campbell and Andrew 
Robertson. They now sit third 
in the table after two games.

GLENGARRY players are 
‘fed up’ at still not having 
played a game, said coach 
Ewen Cameron. 

After three weeks of water-

have yet to start their North 
Division Two season and are 
becoming frustrated. 

Cameron hopes it won’t affect 
the boys’ performance when 
they travel to An Aird to play 
Fort William on Saturday.

Cameron said: ‘We just want 
a game, that’s all we want at 
this point, just a game. 

‘The good thing is we’re all 
in the same boat, Fort William 
haven’t played yet either so 
hopefully the rain will stay off 
for Saturday.’ 

Glengarry are without Daniel 
MacLennan, who is suspended, 
and have been due to play 
Lochcarron, Aberdeen Univer-
sity and Kinlochshiel in recent 
weeks.



Sport

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 8ºC

Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers
Outlook Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate to rough

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 20, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.35   0.7 07.30 3.6 13.55       1.0       19.51      3.7
Fri  02.10 0.9 08.04 3.7 14.29       1.1       20.29      3.6     
Sat  02.52 1.0 08.43 3.4 15.12       1.3       21.14      3.4
Sun  03.45 1.2 09.31 3.2      16.12      1.4       22.13      3.1
Mon  04.57 1.4 10.41 2.9 17.38 1.6        23.43      3.0
Tues       06.25       1.5 12.51 2.8 19.07       1.5        **.**        *.*
Wed  01.58   3.1 07.53 1.4 14.48    3.0 20.28       1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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Oban Saints youth 
results and fixtures

Islay Golf Club

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Warning 
from Oban 
Lorne coach 
- improve or 
you’re dropped

LAST weekend’ results: 
Under 13s 14, Helensburgh 1. 
Scoring for Saints were Scott 
Mossman (6), Rory Dowd (3), 
Keir MacLean (2) Roan Martin, 
Cameron Hill and Tommy 
Hondros. Dumbarton Riverside 
2; Under 14s 3. On target for 
Saints were Martin Rennie, 
Daniel McCuish and Craig 
MacMillan. Blair Thistle v 
Under 14s postponed; Under 17s 
2, Clydebank 1. Saints goalscor-
ers were Paul McFatridge and 
Rhys Cooke.

Under 13s v Renton Craigandro 
Blacks; Under 14s v Renton 
Craigandro; Drumchapel United 
v Under 15s; Under 17s no 
game.   

SHOOTING

RUGBY

GOLF

Three-point deduction from earlier 
in the season successfully appealed

A KEEN bowler is encourag-
ing sport enthusiasts to enter 
a contest that aims to raise 
cash for Yorkhill Children’s 
Hospital.

Robert Scott, whose 
two-year-old son Taylor has 
been treated by the hospital 
since birth, will host an open 
pairs bowling tournament in 
Benderloch.

The competition will get 
underway at 3pm on March 
29 at Benderloch Village Hall, 
with a range of prizes on offer.

Taylor was born with his 
bowel on the outside of his 
body and had an operation at 
Yorkhill at three weeks old.

Robert, from Cairnbaan 
Bowling Club, said: ‘The 
service was brilliant and that’s 
why we want to thank the 
hospital with this fundraiser. 
All the money raised will 
go towards machinery that 
supports children in Ward 2B.’

To enter the tournament call 
Robert on 07717 027436. 

CARPET BOWLS

Raising cash for 
Yorkhill Hospital

RESULT of the Foreland 
Trophy played March 16: 1  R 
MacIntyre 79 Less  5 =  74;  2  
R Quail 88  Less 11 = 77;  3 C 
Stroud  89 Less 12 =  77. CSS 
69.

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL
LAST Saturday’s results: 
West of Scotland Cup, 4th 
round - Giffnock North 2, 
Oban Saints 2. Giffnock win 

time. Premier Division One 
- Campbeltown Pupils 2, 
Eaglesham 1; Hillington 2, v 
Dunoon 2; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 
4, Jamestown 3;  Division 1A 
- Inverkip Thistle 1, Tarbert 2.

Division - Oban Saints v 
Castlemilk; Premier Division 
One - Paisley v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Premier Division 
2 - Port Glasgow United v 
Dunoon Athletic; Division 
1A - Tarbert v Bothwell and 
Uddingston Albion.
Sunday - Jimmy Marshall 

Trophy 2nd Round - Lochgilp-
head Red Star v Oban Saints. 

THE REINSTATEMENT of 
three league points and words of 
warning from their coach should 
see an improved Oban Lorne 

they chase the West Division 2 
title.

The Green Machine has been 
stuttering in recent weeks and a 
lacklustre performance against 
Loch Lomond at North Connel 
two weekends ago saw them 
scrape a 19 - 13 win.

The Oban Times has learned 
players were called to an emer-
gency meeting on the Tuesday 
following the Loch Lomond 
match, where tough-talking 
coach Corrie Louw warned 
players would be dropped if 
performances did not improve.

Boost
However, at the conclusion of 

the meeting the squad was given 
a boost with word from club 
president Dee Bradbury and 

that a three-point deduction 
from earlier in the season had 
been successfully appealed.

The points deduction had been 
applied by the Scottish Rugby 
Union after Oban Lorne had 
failed to travel to Cambuslang 
on December 14 but the club 
managed to prove that the can-
cellation was down to the travel 

conditions.
Louw said: ‘We are very 

pleased with the decision to 
reinstate the three points, which 
means we are only three points 
behind Garnock, who are top of 
the league.

on me and I can’t have that.
‘I will drop anyone who doesn’t 

get their act together.
‘Dee and Dave went through to 

Edinburgh and fought to get our 
points back, which has given us 

up to the team to push on now.’
Oban Lorne travel to Coat-

bridge this Saturday to take on 
mid-table Waysiders Drumpel-
lier.

An impressive 38-15 win was 
recorded against the same op-
position at Glencruitten at the 
start of the season. 

Gain promotion

games remaining this season and 
sit second in the league. Lorne 
could win the league champion-
ship by winning their remaining 
games and gain promotion to the 
top level of regional rugby.

Cumbernauld on Saturday, 
March 29.

Isle of Mull Rugby Club 

campaign with a 13 - 11 away 
win at Birkmyre last Saturday. 

Oban Saints Under 13s took on Helensburgh in a Dumbarton Development League match at the Oban Community Pitch last Sunday. 
Our photo shows Scott Mossman, right, netting one of the six goals he scored in the 14-1 victory. Photo: Kevin McGlynn 

Oban Celtic Shinty Club played in their new strips, courtesy of sponsor Clark Thomson, when they took on Kyles Athletic at Mossfield 
Stadium on Saturday. Graeme Bass, right, manager at the insurance broker, is pictured presenting the strips to Oban Celtic manager 

Jocky Martin. 16_t12strips01

Sponsor hands over new strip to Oban Celtic

A TARBERT-born shooter has edged closer 
to gaining a place in the Commonwealth 
Games after a stellar performance in the 

place in the international Olympic Trap 
Shoot competition.

shooting 121 of his 125 targets.
But the high score puts Jonathan in 

contention for one of the two places in the 
Scottish Commonwealth Games shooting 
squad, which will be announced in May. 
Acharacle’s John MacDonald is also vying 
for a place in the squad

Jonathan said: ‘I am hopeful of a place, I  

averaging 118 out of 125 targets. 
‘I am hoping in the US I can put in another 

good performance and move my average up 

it stands it is quite close between me and 
John MacDonald.’  

Biggest things
Jonathan, who moved to Devon with his 

family eight years ago, added: ‘I think 
it is one of the biggest things I will ever 
get the chance to do, represent Scotland 
at the Commonwealth Games in my own 
country.

‘I think the support will be amazing.’
Jonathan, one of three high perform-

ance Olympic trap shooters on the Sport 
Scotland programme, will represent Great 

Britain in Arizona on April 5 when he will 
again compete against the best in his sport.

‘In Kuwait there were a lot of Olympic 
shooters, that was a lot of pressure. I am 

easier and it will go from there,’ Jonathan 
added.

A former pupil of Tarbert Academy, 
Jonathan began shooting as a youngster in 

to represent Scotland at the age of 14. He 
has since competed for Scotland at the 2006 
Commonwealth Games and has represented 
Great Britain many times in recent years.

Tarbert-born shooter in contention
for Commonwealth Games place

Goals galore as Saints defeat Helensburgh

ENTRIES have opened for the 
2014 Inveraray Jail Break as 
a Jog Scotland leader offers 
to help ambitious joggers and 
youngsters train for the event.

The race, which this year 
includes distances for all the 
family, takes place on May 11.

It will see men, women and 
children break free from In-
veraray Jail, run along the front 
green and into the grounds of 
Inveraray Castle. 

Collectively they will make 

their way to the bottom of Dun 
Na Cuiche hill, where the Kids 

and 11, will complete a circuit 
before being marshalled back to 

Returning
The Junior Inveraray Jail Break 

competitors, aged between 11 
and 15, will continue up part of 
Dun Na Cuiche before returning 

their 2.5mile run.
Meanwhile adults will be 

charged with ascending Dun 
Na Cuiche, running around the 
watch tower, before making their 
way back to the castle.

Fee Corner, organiser of the 
event and Inveraray Jog Scotland 
leader, said: ‘If anyone wants to 
bring their kids to Inveraray I 
will run up the hill with them. I 
have been hosting practice runs 
on Saturday mornings.’

Entries open for Inveraray Jail Break
RUNNING

SHINTY historian Hugh Dan 
MacLennan will be speaking 
in Inveraray on Tuesday, 
April 1, at the invitation of 
Inveraray History Society.

Talk
The title of the talk will 

be ‘Cogys, crapachs and 
camans : tales of the ’Aray 
boys – shinty in Inveraray and 
beyond’.

Cogys, Crapachs & Camans:
tales of the ‘Aray Boys

Venue is the Nicoll Hall at 
7.30pm. 

Court appearances relating 
to shinty will be a feature of 
the illustrated talk, along with 
some nice old photographs 
that are sure to jog a few 
people’s memories.

SHINTY

FOOTBALL

Date for D&K Cup 
Tournament

THE date for the D&K Cup 
Football Tournament sponsored 
by D&K Lafferty Contractors 
and organised by Oban Saints 
Football Club will be held this 
year on Saturday July 12 at 

-
cruitten park.

Teams taking part this year will 
be Dundee United, St Johnstone, 
Hamilton Accies, Alloa Athletic 
and Albion Rovers along with 
host club Oban Saints.
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Retail park 
could force 

of business
A LONG-established Fort 

the town gets the go-ahead, The 
Oban Times can reveal.

MacPherson Welding and 
Engineering Services currently 

its proposed shopping complex 
on North Road.

But owner Micky Whitehead 

Morbaine has lined up 
supermarket discounters Aldi 

next to the A82.
The property developers 

site between the Rio Tinto Alcan 

Motors Ford car showroom with 
vacant possession. 

MacPherson’s owner Micky 
Whitehead, 54, said his premises 

Aldi store.  
He told The Oban Times: ‘Our 

lease has run out and we have 

owners don’t want to renew it. 
‘Obviously they knew this was 

coming and they see the potential 

day I can’t blame them but that 
does not help me.

Fort William girl Syeda Choudhury won the clarsach solo (advanced) competition at Lochaber 
Music Festival on Saturday. Syeda, 15, who was representing Lochaber Music School, performed 

the Massacre of Glencoe and the Banks of Allan Water as her own choice pieces. The six-day festival, 
which is celebrating its 40th anniversary, concludes tonight with a final concert in Caol Primary 

School. See festival special, pages 12 and 13. 20_f12fest04

RESIDENTS in a Lochaber 

could explode and destroy their 

The MAN truck burst into 

railway station around 2.30pm 
on Monday.

The driver called 999 as the 

behind his cab - but the appliance 

away could not be dispatched 

Meanwhile, the crew at 
Acharacle, the next nearest 
station, were attending a 

William - 43 miles away - had to 
be tasked to attend the incident.

According to local sources, the 
lorry was carrying a gas burner, 

putting in new barriers at the 
village level crossing over the 
West Highland line.

When it became clear that 

contractors doing the work 
asked local people to help put 

open ground next the local 

out. 

near Harlosh B&B, owned by 
Phil and Maggie Hunkin.

Ms Hunkin told The Oban 

SCOTTISH Fire and Rescue 
Service area manager Scott Hay, 

Highland area, admitted there 
were problems in recruiting 

respond to emergencies.

reported at 2.36pm and the Fort 
William crews were on scene at 
3.32pm. 

He said: ‘We always try to get 
there as soon as possible. At 
Mallaig we have eight retained 

Yesterday we dropped below 
that number. 

‘Acharacle would have 
responded, but they were out at a 

works. 

£17,000 work would be split between Highland 
Council, Network Rail, and homeowners.

But residents were dismayed to hear that some 

others, depending on their alleged road use. 
Charges range between around £700 to more 

with work still to be carried out on drainage. 
Residents wrote to Highland Council asking 

how the amounts were calculated but have yet to 

we’re a business but we only run around seven 

road so I don’t see how they can say we have to 
pay the most. 

Legal advice
‘We challenged them about it but we haven’t 

heard back so we’re now seeking legal advice and 
checking our deeds.’ 

have decided who has to pay more than others. 

ones that have to pay more because we don’t think 

it really is our responsibility to do so, my problem 
is how they can say who uses the road the most.’ 

Community Council said: ‘Obviously we are 

complained, only when the road got really bad. 

it’s not in their deeds then rightly so.’ 

get another site we will have 
to close down. We have been 
looking since last year ever since 
this came up.’

25 years and I would be pretty 

other nine people who work 

‘Shops are all very well, but 

want to make clear that this is 
not an empty site, which some 
people seem to believe.’

Mr Whitehead added: ‘The 
boys are up in the air as well 
about what’s going to happen.

might think I might not be here 
in six months time and take 

themselves.
‘[Website design company] 

here as well but it’s easier to 

Hotscot boss Robert Hawkes 
said relocating in Fort William 

He said: ‘This suits us because 
we are looking to make some 
changes to the business and this 

Morbaine director Alex Brodie 
anticipated the bid being lodged 

granted by October work could 
start early in 2015.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Morbaine has a contract with 

to vacant possession.

another spot that’s up to him and 
the existing landlord.

‘From now he has nine months 

anywhere and will throw the 

Morbaine say the development 
would bring 150 permanent 

during construction. 

Micky Whitehead: closure fears 
20_f12firm01

Times

was melting. 

houses opposite and probably 
ours as well.

opening our windows so there 

was an explosion. It was quite 
shocking to see really.’

One local man, who asked 

or somebody trapped in a car 
because it could have been a 

it out. The cab engine was still 
running and they got it away 

to open ground near the garage 
where there was a water supply 

contractor had to make their 

out with garden hoses.

driving it away but I think he 
made the right decision and 
should be commended.

He added: ‘The locals are 

is not meeting response times at 
the moment.’

station was Fort William. We do 

across the Highlands, Mallaig 
being one, where there are huge 

Mr Hay recognised that 
asking retained crew to balance 
providing operational cover with 
their primary employment can 

possible solution.
He said: ‘Locally we are 

targeting parent toddler groups 
because stay-at-home mums are 
a big resource. 

that could give us 24/7 cover.’

Villagers’ explosion 

Jobs at risk if new site not found

Recruitment problems

Plockton residents’ fury at 

-

near Fort William tomorrow 
(Friday).

-
laig, Portree and Lochaber high 
schools are booked in to take 

Lochaber Rural Education Trust 
(LRET) said yesterday morning. 

the trust’s An Clachan base at 
Torlundy at 11am with athletes 

team trophies.
S1-2 runners run 3.5-kilome-

tres, S3-4 5.5 kilometres and 
S5-6 eight kilometres on trails in 
Leanachan Forest.

All competitors receive a medal 
-

tee Peter English, who inspired 
the inaugural challenge.

Last year, Lochaber High 
School pipped Portree and Mal-
laig to win the event overall.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
and Active Schools co-ordina-
tors are providing support on the 
day.
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Raasay group in 
pontoon fund bid
RAASAY Development 
Partnership is to apply for 
funding for a pontoon on the 
isle’s pier. 

If successful, the group could 
receive some or all of the money 
required from the Coastal Com-
munities Fund. It is thought the 
work will cost around £150,000. 

Lloyd Gudgeon, development 

said: ‘Having pontoons would 
encourage yachtsman to bring 
their boats to Raasay and 

that Coastal Communities is 
offering funding so it’s sort of a 
last ditch attempt to secure the 
money. We also want to put in 
showers blocks and some things 
like that.’ 

stage shortly after the deadline 
at the end of April. 

Achintore Road 
litter pick
and Marketing Group will be 
litter picking along Achintore 

from the West End car park at 
10am and working along to the 
Croit Anna Hotel.

Organiser Andrew McSorland 
said: ‘If you have the time, 
please come along and give us a 
helping hand.’

assaulting three members of the same 
Mallaig family in a series of drink-

been found not guilty.
Samuel Sean Robertson, of 11 Gordon 

Brown Place, Mallaig, had denied 
punching Hugh MacIntyre on the 
head following an altercation with Mr 
MacIntyre’s son Gregor. 

Robertson, 20, previously lodged a 
special plea of self defence and at Fort 

William Sheriff Court on Friday claimed 
Mr MacIntyre was the instigator. He 
said: ‘He was aggressive and pushed 
me, he was shouting ‘I’m going to 
f***ing kill you’. I punched him and he 
came at me again. He pushed me on the 
chest and I punched him again.’ 

Mr MacIntyre denied pushing the 
20-year-old in his testimony in court 
last month, but after hearing Roberton’s 

Ryan said she was no longer seeking 

a conviction. Fort William FC player 
Sean Grant, 24, was appearing for 
sentencing after previously admitting 
punching Gregor, his cousin, on the 
head at East Bay during the fracas.

Miss Ryan told the court that Grant, of 
5E Ulva Road in Soroba, had only been 
trying to restrain his cousin and had 
only punched him to calm him down. 

was suggested to police that this was the 
way these matters would be sorted in 

the family.’ Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said: ‘Mr Grant wasn’t there when the 
other incidents occurred, he tells me he 
was busy chatting up a female. 

‘He has lost six days’ pay and I think 
he has already been punished enough 
by the amount of time he has had to take 
off work to attend court.’

Sheriff Noel McPartlin agreed and 
admonished Grant.

Robertson and co-accused Lewis 
MacDonald, of Camanachd Crescent, 

Fort William, were previously cleared 
of assaulting Gregor MacIntyre at 
Davies Brae in the early hours of 

repeatedly kicking him on the head 

bruised ribs.
At the same hearing last month, 

Donnie Dempster, of 10 Blaven View 
in Mallaig was found not guilty of 
punching Gregor’s younger brother 
Ewan on the head.

Upper Achintore Primary School parents, teacher and friend association raised £983 for school funds at a race night in Fort William 
Shinty Club on Saturday night. Committee member Jackie Carswell said: ‘Thanks to all the local businesses who sponsored the races 

and to all those who donated raffle prizes.’ Above, the committee enjoyed their night in the shinty club. 

A SCHEME to transform a run-
down village hall in Lochaber into 

community is underway.
Sustainable Ardgour will see 

Ardgour Memorial Hall revamped 
to cut its carbon footprint by 50 per 
cent and become a base for other 
carbon reduction activities in the 
area.

state of disrepair for years and is 

which scorches those too close to it 
but fails to heat the premises.

But now the hall will become a 

double glazing, LED lighting and 
light tubes are installed.

running costs and ensure a warmer, 
drier environment for hall users.

also be used as a hub to co-ordinate 
local efforts to help tackle climate 
change, with activities designed to 
help local residents improve home 

waste composting and recycling, 

Information on local walks, 
heritage and a car-sharing scheme 
could also feature.

Helen MacGillivray, the newly 

for Ardgour and is about much more 
than a welcome upgrade of the hall.  

‘By demonstrating energy 

and changes within the community 

for individual households and the 
community as a whole.’

Sustainable Ardgour is funded by 
the Climate Challenge Fund and 
the Ardgour Area Fund until March 
2015.

bloodstained babygrow found 
in Fort William as enquiries 
continue.

was found on a footpath 
connecting Plantation and Upper 
Achintore last week and police 

human.
All babies aged from newborn to 

three months in the Fort William 
area have been accounted for 
and the investigation is ongoing. 

Jackie Carswell, an Upper 
Achintore resident, said: ‘Myself 
and all of my neighbours were 
interviewed last Wednesday but 
from what I’ve heard nobody 
seems to know anything and I’ve 
heard nothing since. I’m sure it 
will come out eventually but I 

made of white cotton with 
cartoons of Native Americans, 
trees and totem poles. It has 
not been available to buy since 
2010. 

Open-minded

running the enquiry, detective 
inspector Richard Baird said: 

explanations as to how the 
babygrow came to be found with 
blood on it and we remain open-
minded about this. 

‘I am appealing to the people 
of Fort William to assist us with 
this investigation. Someone is 
missing this item and it’s crucial 

be sure that everyone is safe.
‘If anyone has information 

about this type of babygrow or 
how the bloodstained item came 
to rest on the pathway I would 
urge them to report this to us.’

Anyone with information is 
encouraged to call police on 101 
or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111 or online at 
crimestoppers-uk.org.

Skye doctor 
calls for greater 
awareness of 
concussion in sport
A SKYE doctor is calling for 
greater awareness of concussion 
in sport. 

Rural practitioner Dr Jonathan 
Hanson believes a better 
recognition of the seriousness of 

people take part in exercise 
more safely. 

Dr Hanson, team doctor for 
the Scotland rugby squad, 
will travel to Aberdeen on 
Wednesday to stress the issue at 
a seminar on the pitch-side and 
primary care management of 
concussion. 

is certainly a hot topic these 
days and I hope that the seminar 
will contribute further to raising 
awareness of concussion and the 
problems associated with it.

problem that is under 
recognised and must be taken 
seriously by parents, teachers, 
sports people, administrators 
and medics, and the seminar 
aims to address this.’ 

Lochaber Natural 
History Society
LOCHABER Natural History 
Society will meet on Monday 
(24th) at the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William. 

Benmore Botanic Garden by 
curator Peter Baxter.

Lochmaddy harbour for visiting 
yachts and cruise liners is 

Estate.

ferry port - a vital link in north 
west sailing routes - includes 

electricity, and a car and bus 
park.

be fully operational in May, 
is likely to bring substantial 

businesses through increased 
marine tourism.

Until now, cruise ships are 
seldom seen at Lochmaddy 
because low tides limit passenger 

found during the search for a 
missing hillwalker in the West-
ern Isles.

a gully on the craggy ridge of 
Sgaoth Aird, North Harris on 
Monday afternoon.

Edward Jackson, 55, was last 

the Maraig to Urgha path area on 
Saturday morning as he set off 
on a walk. 

Mr Jackson, from Preston, was 
staying at the Harris Hotel while 
on a walking holiday. 

After a week’s stay Mr Jackson 
was due to leave on Sunday 
morning to return to the north 
of England but worried staff 
alerted the police at noon as he 
had not been seen. 

Hebrides Search and Rescue 
and coastguard volunteers 
searched the hills in rain, fog 
and wind. Rescue team leader 
John Norfolk described the 
conditions as ‘quite brutal’. 

He said: ‘I don’t think that was 
a contributing factor but there 
was bad visibility, a lot of hill 
fog and sometimes hail. It wasn’t 
a particularly dangerous route, 
there are walks there that you 
could take kids on. 

‘He was an experienced walker 
and well equipped, he would 
have been well prepared for his 
route.’ 

A Leverburgh RNLI lifeboat, 
a Stornoway coastguard 
helicopter and police with dogs 
aided the hunt before members 
of the search and rescue team 
recovered the body and brought 
it down from Sgaoth Aird.

A police spokesperson said 
next of kin have been informed.  

Enquiries 
continue into 
babygrow 
mystery

Set for a makeover: Ardgour Village Hall.

Surveying work for the pillar support for the pontoon footbridge at Lochmaddy harbour has been 
completed. Work on the development is underway. f12uist1no

shore access. But deeper water 
at the end of the new pontoon 
walkway will allow tender boats 
to ferry people between ship 
and shore at any time, meaning 
cruise companies are more 
likely to include Lochmaddy on 
their itinerary.

boat nights and seven cruise 
liner visits.

Pontoons
Income generated will be 

used for further pontoons and 
shore-based facilities, as well as 
community events. 

Angus Macaulay, chair of 

Mara, said meetings were 
planned over the next two weeks 
with local tourism businesses 

to highlight potential economic 
spin-offs. He told The Oban 
Times
not only service the coastal 
community it will be for the core 
of the island as well.

‘When the cruise ships come in 
people will want to visit places 
of interest across North Uist. 

taking advantage of the huge 
and growing opportunities in 
marine tourism, ensuring that 

map for sailing.’
Comann na Mara secured the 

organisation in the UK to secure 
a local management agreement 
with the Crown Estate.

help local groups manage areas 
of seabed and foreshore by 

Alan Laidlaw, the Crown 
Estate’s rural and coastal 

local management agreements 
are designed to support. 

‘It will generate local economic 

facility for the community and 
strengthen the wider north west 
sailing network.’

Other LMAs include a Portree 

capacity for cruise ships and the 

plans for a walkway, pontoons 
and more moorings at Ardminish 
Bay. 

Helen MacGillivray. 20_f12helen01

Body found 
in search 
for missing 
hillwalker

Rotary team to 
clean up path 
Lochaber will hold its annual 
spring clean in Fort William on 
Sunday.

blitz the path between Upper 
Achintore and Plantation. 

members of both communities 

Residents of Upper Achintore 
will meet at Nairn Crescent and 
those at Plantation will gather at 
Muga pitch. 

students are on the move again as 
their tour starts on Monday. 

Gàidhealtachd will perform at the 
Church of St Mary and St Finnan 

before travelling to Glasgow to play 
in St Andrew’s in the Square on 

Workshops

off for the Music School of Douglas 

Memorial Hall, Argyllshire, on 

workshops available during the 
day. 

Dougie Pincock, director of 

always a highlight of the session, 
and give us a great opportunity to 
get out and share our music not only 
with the audiences but also with the 
many young musicians we meet at 
workshops or who provide support 
at the gigs.’ 

Fuel consultation 
welcomed

the dominance of Certas Energy 

stations.

investigation into Certas’ 
possible infringements of 
competition law by locking 

to deter rival suppliers.
Councillor Kenneth Murray, 

chair of environment and 
protective services said it was 
‘essential’ that opening up the 
market led to lower prices at the 

will fully participate in the 
consultation with the continued 

consumers and businesses in 
the Outer Hebrides.’ A Certas 
spokesperson said retailers 
would be given ‘a range of 
contractual options’ in future.

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School has been praised by 
education inspectors for 
progress made in tackling issues 

last year.
A report from a follow-up in-

spection in January by Education 

improvements’ in monitoring 
and tracking the progress of 
young people.

Advances in learning and 
teaching, self-evaluation and 
in the quality of the curriculum 
were also highlighted.

And under the leadership of 
headteacher Christopher Millar-
Craig and his management team, 
the school was developing ‘a 
more comprehensive system to 
evaluate and improve the quality 
of its work’. 

there was scope for further 
improvement in consistency, 
pace and challenge in lessons, 
it acknowledged that in the last 
two years every pupil has gone 
on to college, higher education, 
training or employment.

work of parents, partners and 
pupils themselves was given 
plus marks, with examples being 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme, the Christmas show, 
charity fundraising, leadership 
of the pupil council and voca-
tional curriculum opportunities.  

the school, was already deemed 
‘good’ under the headings of
improvements in performance,
learners’ experiences and meet-
ing learning needs. 

‘However, in common with 
many other schools at the time,

as a key area for improvement 
and  development. 

‘We still have areas to continue 
to improve on and we look for-
ward to working with parents, 
pupils,  staff and the council’s 
quality improvement team as we 
continue to strengthen these 
areas. My thanks to all staff, 
pupils, parents, partners, and 
staff-stakeholders of Ardna-
murchan High School who have 
supported the hard work and 
huge efforts over the last year to 
secure the improvements so far.’
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Shore Street Dental Surgery in 
Oban is delighted to welcome 
Stewart Wright as new Associate 
Dentist. He believes in taking a 
holistic approach to dental care. 
He looks not just at his patients’ 
teeth and gums, but takes into 
consideration their general health 
and wellbeing. 

“I am keen to encourage my 
patients to take a preventive 
approach to their oral healthcare 
so avoiding the need for invasive 
treatment, as much as possible. 
There’s so much more to being 
dentally fit and it really isn’t that 
expensive to ensure you are. For 
this reason I believe strongly in my 
patients being on a dental plan, 
such as Denplan Essentials, which 
helps them pay for all their routine 

preventive treatment. And I try to 
keep the monthly cost of the plans 
as low as possible.

For example, for 43 pence per day 
Denplan Essential patients will get 
two check-ups, two hygienist visits 
and all necessary dental x-rays plus 
a discount off treatment fees. For 
added assurance the plan includes 
worldwide dental injury and dental 
emergency cover (Supplementary 
Insurance) so I know my patients 
will be looked after when they are 
away from me”.

If you would like to make an 
appointment with Stewart or our 
other Denplan dentists: 
Helen Rutter and Hitin Wahan, 
please ring our reception team 
on 01631 563006.

Shore Street 
Dental

MSS1976 03-14
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Lilian Kermode, left, and Jenny McEvoy pictured at the 
Scottish Parliament.

Under the lights of the Corran Halls stage the young 
pipers and drummers of Oban High School, led by Pipe 
Major Angus MacColl, excelled at their annual concert. 
A polished production showed off the band’s qualities, 

complemented by performances from Finlay Wells’ 
guitar students, the Isla Sinclair dancers and songs from 
Mary Catherine MacNeil and Peter Sinclair. The school’s 
traditional music music group also played a rousing set.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Post Office makes island allowance

Performance

Connel man                   
awaits bail  
hearing
in India

Call for whisky tax 
to be dropped

The Oban Times

Oban High School’s Alison MacVicar won best performance in the junior category at the FilmG awards. 

-

-

-
-

Hill farmers 
at breaking 
point over 
sea eagles

Fresh assurances sought on quality of hospital care
-

-

-

The Oban Times

Further doubts over railway pier barrier

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

NEWSDESK: FORT WILLIAM 01397 703003
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Please join EDF Energy Renewables at our public 
consultation days to view and comment on plans for an 
18 turbine wind farm to the west of Ardrishaig, near Loch 
Gilp in Argyll and Bute.

We are keen to continue our engagement with the local 
community, and would like to invite local residents or 
anyone else who might have an interest in these plans to 
attend one of our Community Consultation Days:

For further information please call 
Freephone 0800 612 3161 
or visit www.edf-er.com 

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
denied it is planning to reduce 
secondary school provision on 
Tiree - but The Oban Times un-
derstands the plan is still ‘very 
much on the table’.

Worried parents on Tiree have 
called for clarity from the coun-
cil after The Oban Times learned 
the authority is considering 
removing S4-S6 classes from 
the island’s school, transferring 
pupils to Oban.

A spokeswoman for the council 
this week said ‘there are cur-
rently no plans to reduce second-
ary education on Tiree, whether 
at senior phase or across the 
whole secondary age bracket’, 
but The Oban Times has learned 
that the option is one of many 
being discussed to improve the 
school’s fortunes.

A council source said: ‘When 
it comes to Tiree High School, 

A SHINTY fan who turns 98 years old 
next month celebrated with a sherry 
after winning The Oban Times’ Spot the 
Shinty Ball Jackpot of £1,300.

Caroline Jamieson, Taynuilt’s oldest 
resident, was shocked after being told 
she had won the jackpot.  ‘I’m completely 
stunned. I have never won anything 

like this in my life,’ she said. ‘I’ve won 
£25 before for a near miss and even that 
seemed like a fortune. I have been think-
ing about having a wee sherry but I’ve got 
a good excuse now. I’m so excited.’

got into shinty after she married her 
late husband, James Jamieson, who 

was a committee member with the club. 
And she followed the team all over the 
Highlands, cheering on brothers-in-law 
Donald ‘Doadie’ Jamieson and Archie 
MacIntyre Bell, who won Camanachd 
Cup titles. Caroline is an active member 
of the community, attending ceilidhs 
in Taynuilt and singing with the church 

choir.  She is a former leader of the 
Brownies and received an award for her 
service to the organisation.

Asked how she would spend her win-
nings, she replied: ‘I don’t travel far these 
days but I might go a wee jaunt if I feel 
up to it.  I’ve just had a new conservatory 
done, so the money will come in handy!’

KILBOWIE House could yet 
have a new owner this year after 
a Swedish publishing house 

new bid for the crumbling Oban 
building.

Bombadil Publishing, which 
specialises in books written by 
young people, for young people, 
has struck a deal with Edinburgh 

submit a joint bid for the Grade B 
listed former hostel on Gallanach 
Road.

The proposal will see Deanway 
outline plans to build two or three 

homes on the land associated with 
the house, with the council set to 

Bombadil, meanwhile, will repeat 
its offer of £2,080 for the building 
listed at £450,000, with revised 
surveys suggesting restoring the 
neglected building could cost close 
to £1million. 

Bombabdil’s chief executive, 
Marianne Rugard Jarvstrat, said: 
‘Some nice things are happening 
now and the council will reconsider 
the matter in April. If we don’t get 
it this time we will have no choice 

but to go elsewhere though.  We 
just cannot wait any longer and 
we hope this new proposal will be 
acceptable.

‘Deanway have told the council 
that [Kilbowie] is a liability and 
they wouldn’t touch it - so I think 

believe us.’
Bombadil say their plans 

for Kilbowie will generate a 
£4.5million boost for the local 

with 12 permanent jobs created in 

Ongoing plans would see the 

workforce grow in time, while there 
would be ‘several’ conferences 
hosted by Bombadil over the year.

Marianne added: ‘People in 
Oban, I feel, do want to see this 
house developed and more jobs 
brought to the area.  This is our 
last bid for the building and I hope 
we will be successful as we really 
like the Oban area and think it is 
perfect for our business.’

Argyll and Bute’s MSP, Michael 
Russell, has supported Bombadil’s 
bid for Kilbowie House and 
said he is enthused by recent 
developments. ‘It is looking a bit 

better and it looks as though some 
progress is being made. I just 
hope the enthusiasm of a growing 
company to set up in Oban can be 

to provide jobs.’
Bombadil’s previous offer, 

which represented 0.4 per cent 
of the council’s asking price, was 
considered ‘derisory’ by the Oban, 
Lorn and Isles Area Committee.

The company said it would have 
considered bidding £200,000 for 
the property before a neglected 
roof and last year’s storms caused 
‘extensive’ water damage. 

AN OBAN man was sent down  for 20 
months on Monday at the town’s sheriff 
court.

And on his release he will be under an 
eight-month supervision order for the 
public’s protection.

Michael MacPhee, age 29, a prisoner at 
HMP Greenock, and Kerry Dale, age 27, 
of Flat 5, Shore Street, Oban, both admitted 
assaulting a man at Drimvargie Terrace, 
Oban, on November 20 last year and 
attempting to rob him of possessions. 

He was seized by the clothing, pulled to 
the ground, punched on the head, kicked 

on the body, stamped on and sat on during 
the assault. Dale was given a community 
payback order with 250 hours unpaid work 
for her part in the assault of her former 
partner.

Possessions
‘Things turned sour,’ said Eoin McGinty, 

boyfriend met up for a talk; he still had some 
of her possessions.

MacPhee walked by and the complainer 
said: ‘All right Mikey’ and MacPhee replied: 
‘Don’t Mikey me,’ before grabbing him by 
the jacket.

During the ensuing assault, MacPhee 
called to Dale: ‘What do you want off him?’

Amongst the items they tried to take were 
his jacket, boots and mobile phone.

After MacPhee threatened the man: ‘You 
going to the police? If you do you are dead.’

He did go to the police.
When questioned, MacPhee said: ‘Some 

girl asked me to get her stuff back. I just held 
him down.’

Dale’s defence agent Edward Thornton 
said: ‘The attack was completely 
spontaneous; she took advantage of what 
occurred spontaneously to try and recover 

her property. She is very remorseful.’ After 
handing down a community payback order 
to Dale, Sheriff Small told MacPhee: ‘You 
are in a different category; you have a long 
record of previous convictions.’

For the assault and attempted robbery 
MacPhee was sentenced to 16 months with a 
consecutive four months for not completing 
a community payback order given for 
breaking into the Great Western Hotel, 
Oban, in December 2011.

‘In order to protect the public from harm 
on your release you will be supervised for 
eight months,’ said the Sheriff.

CalMac to 
the rescue                         
as island’s fuel 
pump runs dry
FERRY operator CalMac 
Ferries Ltd came to the rescue 
of Tiree residents after the 
island’s fuel pump ran dry.

The tanker taking unleaded 
fuel to the island at the begin-
ning of last week failed to make 
the scheduled delivery, so 
CalMac put on an extra sailing 
to the island last Wednesday.

Catriona MacLennan 
of Tiree-based haulage 
company MacLennan Motors, 
said: ‘Credit where credit is due, 
CalMac came through for us 
and their effort was very much 
appreciated.’

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘We are take our responsibilities 
to deliver lifeline services very 
seriously and will always do our 
best to make sure the islands 
have what they need to function. 

‘Other commitments mean it 
is not always possible to do as 
much as we’d like but on this 
occasion we were pleased to be 
able to help.’

Budding politician 
addresses 1,200 at 
conference
A POSTMASTER and 
community councillor from 
Islay joined a distinguished 
list of speakers at the Scottish 
Conservative Party Conference 
in Edinburgh. 

Budding politician Alastair 
Redman was invited to speak 
to an audience of around 1,200 
delegates on issues of defence, 
because of his charity work with 
the Armed Forces. 

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor said: ‘Alastair 
Redman spoke eloquently and 
passionately at our conference 
in an excellent defence debate 
which took place following 
a speech from the Defence 
Secretary Philip Hammond. I 
was also pleased to speak in the 
defence debate. Recent events 
like the alarming situation 
in Ukraine are a reminder of 
how complex and fast-moving 
international relations can be.’

A LORRY carrying hydrogen 
peroxide caused a 12-hour A82 
road closure near to the recently 
upgraded bridge on the south 
side of Bridge of Orchy.

The northbound HGV 
crashed at around 11am last 
Tuesday after a wheel caught 
the nearside verge, causing the 

Lorn Lines

THE Scottish Women’s 
Rural Institute’s under-35 
champion, Sally Weaser, 
was the guest at the Oban 
branch’s March meeting.

It was another busy 
night with new members 
and guests attending 
Sally Weaser’s polymer 
clay demonstration and 
workshop.

Sally shared her in-depth 
knowledge of the colourful 
medium, and demonstrated 
how to make beads and 
buttons. She was inspired 
to start her handmade 
jewellery business, Boafrosh, 
having been a SWRI 
member for a year.

The institute provided a 
creative outlet for her talents 
and with the encouragement 
and support of the Oban 
members, she took the 
plunge and started her 

POETIC pupils from Dunbeg Primary School have won a 
writing competition and will have their poems published in a 
young writers’ anthology. 

will have their poetry published in a collection which will be 
released on May 31. 

Their teacher, Miss Glenda Marwick who entered them into 
the competition is delighted with the budding young writers’ 
success and believes the competition helped them to use their 
imaginations.

KILMORE’S young and 
not-so-young residents 
gathered in the village 
hall last Wednesday for 
The Kilmore and District 
SWRI’s annual beetle drive.

After a hectic and very 
competitive six rounds, the 
teams broke up for some 
light refreshments. 

There was also a produce 

TWO THOUGHTFUL girls from Lochnell Primary School 
have organised a coffee morning this Saturday in Benderloch 
to raise funds which will allow two of their classmates to attend 
Riding for the Disabled more often.

The two hosts of the fundraiser, 10-year-old Freya 
MacKechnie and 9-year-old Eilid MacPherson know how much 

and they want to help them attend more often.
The coffee morning will take place in Benderloch’s Victory 

Hall between 10am and 12pm this Saturday.

business. Sally is running 
polymer clay workshops 
for rural members later in 
May, and full day courses in 
Craobh Haven.
Fingerless gloves were the 
challenge for the monthly 
handicrafts competition, 
and it was gold for Joan 
Maclean, Jenny Miller 
and Anne Malloch and 
silver for Margaret Devine, 
Ruth Russell and Fiona 
MacCallum. 

In the housewives’ 
competition, it was gold for 

cakes with silver for Ruth 
Russell and red for Ann 
Malloch.

In preparation for the big 
area show on April 19 in 
the Corran Halls, the next 

arranging demonstration by 
Karen Mackie.

Dunbeg Primary School pupils show off their certificates 
15_t12dunbegprimary1

stall, a bric-a-brac table and 

raised.
The next meeting of 

the SWRI will be on 

in the Kilmore Community 
Hall when there will be a 
presentation on the work 
of The Children’s Hospice 
Association Scotland.

Caroline Jamieson celebrates her jackpot win. 16_t12shintyball01

vehicle to tip over. Suspecting 
the liquid would be leaking 
Police Scotland closed the road 
at Glencoe and Tyndrum but an 
operation to recover the vehicle 
prevented any leakage.

Hydrogen peroxide has a 
number of uses, including hair 
dye.

back here. It’s the kids’ future 
this impacts on.’

Mr Russell MSP said: ‘There is 
a range of concerns raised by the 
islanders over education.

‘One is the issue of teacher 
recruitment; a subject I was 
speaking on last Tuesday in 
Oban, urging the council to take 
a more proactive and aggressive 
view on recruitment. Argyll and 
Bute is a great place to live and 
teach and they need to market 
that aspect much better. I am 
concerned about what I have 
heard and I am now waiting to 
hear what the council will do 
next.’

A council spokeswoman said: 
‘We would encourage anyone 
with any questions about the 
school to discuss it with the head 
teacher directly or attend one of 
the information events held at 
the school.’

By STEVEN FLANAGAN

everything is still very much on 
the table - including the possibil-
ity of dropping S4-S6.’

The news comes as a petition 
highlighting concerns about the 
school was circulated around 
the island last week, gathering 
120 names - 48 of which were 
parents - in just four days. It has 
since been presented to Michael 
Russell, Argyll and Bute’s MSP.

Mark Armstrong, chairman 
of Tiree Parent Council, has 
now called for clarity from the 
council’s head of education, 
Cleland Sneddon, over plans for 
the school’s future.

Speaking ahead of a meeting 
of the parent council on Tuesday 
night, Mr Armstrong said: ‘I 
think everyone is aware there 
are some issues at the school 

- as there is at every school - and 
these have been discussed at our 
meetings. 

‘We have asked Cleland for 

deny The Oban Times’ article. 
As a parent council, we are 
concerned.’

The petition was arranged by 
parent John MacCaskill, who 
claims there has been ‘con-
tinuous decline’ at the school in 
recent years.

Among the concerns high-
lighted by the petition is a 
teacher shortage limiting subject 
choice and quality of education. 

‘There seems to be a diverse 
number of concerns in the com-
munity; some more serious than 
others,’ he said. 

‘I moved back to the island 
about seven or eight years ago 
and I’m reduced to a feeling of 
guilt that I brought my family 

Tiree parents call 
for school answers

Nonagenarian celebrates shinty win with a sherry 

Business award for 
Islay pupils
YOUNG entrepreneurs in 

Ellen Primary School have 
been working hard to set up 
and manage their own soap and 
bath bomb business and are 
to receive an award from the 
Social Enterprise Academy. 

Scent-Citizens have been 
heavily involved in the running 
of the business and now sell 
their products at school events 
and to the Islay Hotel.

The children wanted to invest 

back into the local community 
and decided that they would 
like to help develop the new 

time an award of this type 
has been given to an Islay 
primary school and a group of 
the children will be attending a 
grand ceremony to collect their 
award on June 4.

AFTER moving to the area from 
Lancashire in north west England, 

move to the Highlands.
John Abraham joined the staff of 

the Lorn and Islands Hospital last 
week, completing the three-man 
team after an 18-month search by 

A general surgeon, John is 
something of a rarity. The local 
Community Health Partnership 
(CHP) last week said the lack of 
generalists was posing a headache 
for the NHS across Scotland and 

particularly for rural areas, which 
require more generalists than 

majority of trainee doctors in recent 
years have tended to specialise, 
increasing the problems. 

Appeal
Some rural areas have also found 

appointments for clinical positions, 
but John said the location was part 
of the appeal. 

He said: ‘I worked in Lancaster 
and Kendal as a consultant surgeon 
since 1995, but I decided I would 
like to have a change. I saw this 

position and it appealed - I really 
like the idea of rural surgery.

‘I like building relationships with 
patients over a period of time and I 
can do that far more here.

‘I’m also really fond of this part of 
the world, having been coming up 
here most of my life.

‘There is a huge amount to attract 
people to the Highlands and to 

I hear about problems related to 
recruitment.’

He added: ‘Delivery of surgical 
care is a team effort.  It’s not just 
about me, it’s about the whole 

team.’ His appointment may also 
lead to the introduction of new 
services, with John investigating 
carrying out vascular surgery at the 
hospital.

John moves to the area with his 
wife Nicky, a GP who will this 
summer take up her new job at 
Taynuilt Medical Practice.

Donald Watt, Clinical Services 
Manager at the hospital, said: 
‘John’s appointment completes the 
three surgeon posts we have here. 
We’re delighted to bring him on 
board and he’ll be a great addition 
to our local health services.’

Oban man jailed for 20 months for assault and robbery

Consultant general surgeon 
John Abraham, who joined 

the team at Oban’s Lorn and 
Islands Hospital last week. 

15_t12hospital1

New surgeon appointed after long search

Bridge of Orchy lorry crash 
closes A82 for 12 hours

THREE other areas of the A83 
near the Rest and Be Thankful 
will be prioritised for upgrades, 
Scotland’s transport minister 
has announced.

Following Tuesday’s meet-
ing to the A83 Taskforce, the 
Minister said investigations on 
the route between Inveraray 
and Tarbet were ongoing, with 
plans afoot to shore up hillsides 
at Cairndow, Glen Kinglas and 
Loch Shira.

The meeting of the Taskforce 
was brought forward from the 
summer in the wake of increased 
concern over the route, with 
frequent landslides in the area.

Mr Brown said: ‘We cannot 
prevent landslides from occur-
ring, but we can help manage 
and reduce the impact and 
disruption caused to the public 
and local businesses using this 
vital route.

‘Investigations at other known 
high landslide risk areas on the 
A83 at Cairndow, Glen Kinglas 
and Loch Shira are on-going and 
we are looking at options to pro-
vide mitigation of a similar level 
to the Rest and Be Thankful at 
these locations.’

The group will meet again in 
June. 

Minister gives A83 
priority status
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Mini rugby success 
for Lochaber

TEN PIN BOWLING

Rossamy leads 
scratch and 
handicap league

LOCHABER High School’s girls 
shinty club won the eight-team Donella 
Crawford Cup at Ardnamurchan. 

-
sie the score was 2-2 at full time. 
Players on both sides fought hard for 
the title in the extra minutes and Zoe 
Smith of Lochaber scored another 
three goals, bringing the end score to 
5-3. 

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
P4-P5 players are celebrating 
after winning their tournament 
at the mini-rugby festival at 
Inverness on Sunday.

The youngsters, captained by 
Dylan Monk, won all their six 
games to lift the trophy.

The P6-P7 team also 
performed well, winning two 
games and losing two.

Club secretary Pauline 
Donaldson said of the juniors’ 
success: ‘It was a fantastic 
achievement and their reward 
for working very hard at 
training every week.
‘The club would like to thank 
all the travelling coaches for 
their support and the mums and 
dads who gave up their Sunday 
to take the boys to Inverness 
and support them from the 
sidelines.’

Alan, left, with the British Isles 
Pairs Trophy and Dennis with 

the Scottish Pairs Trophy. 

AFTER week 5 of the 10-pin 
bowling singles leagues at the 
Nevis Centre Rossamy Wareing 
leads the scratch league with 
109 points followed by Tony 
Whitelocke on 102 points and 
John Weller on 98 points. 

The handicap league is also 
led by Rossamy Wareing on 
97 points followed by Craig 
Findlay on 86 points and 
Darren Duncan and Steven 
Burns on 79 points. 

There is also a ladies 
handicap trophy up for grabs 
and this is also led by Ros-
samy Wareing with 97 points, 
followed by Isobel Campbell 
with 74 points and Pam Weller 
with 57 points

Rossamy Wareing leads the 
chase for the Nevis Radio High 
Pin Trophy with 2272 pins fol-
lowed by John Weller in second 
with 2208 and Tony Whitelocke 
in third with 2177 pins.

The top scratch games this 
week came from Steven Burns 
and Tony Whitelocke who both 
rolled 180. Other good games 
were a 178 from Jim Bell and 
a 172 from Pam Weller. Tony 
Whitelocke also had a 171.

The top three-game scratch 
series this week was 485 from 
Tony Whitelocke. The top 
three-game handicap series was 
677 from Jim Bell.

Lochaber keeper Calum MacDonald makes another stop from Kevin Bartlett - but the Lovat forward 
went on to score twice. 20_f12shinty03

Iain MacLennan breaks through the Forres defence on what was a 
disappointing afternoon for the Fort. 20_f12footie01

LOCHABER Leisure blew 
the Ali Young indoor football 
league title race wide open with 
a 4-2 defeat of long time leaders 
Goon Squad at the Nevis Centre 
on Sunday night to cut the gap 
at the top to just three points.

AFC Distillery had a 3-0 
walkover win to keep up the 
chase while Portocwy stayed in 
fourth spot with a 6-4 victory 

The Janis B Team hammered 
Caol United 14-3 to leapfrog 
their opponents and With 
Ourselves scored a 3-0 win over 
Balluchulish.

Caol Cosmos improved their 
position with a 10-3 defeat of 
HWEnergy.   

Trophy winners were delighted at Lochaber Athletic Club’s prizegiving. 

YOUTH RUGBY

Proud Lochaber captain Dylan 
Monk with his trophy. 

Mallaig brothers 
are national pairs 
champions

TWO BROTHERS from 
Mallaig Indoor Bowls Club 
have been crowned national  
pairs champions. 

Alan and Dennis Eddie beat 
off strong competition from 
20 other teams to take the 
title in the Scottish Short Mat 
Championships at Dumfries.

Alan, 53, and Dennis, 52, 
were drawn into one of three 
leagues of seven teams and won 
their section to go through to 

the ‘Ex-Pats’ - a team from 
Corby - and current holders and 
winners for the past two years, 
Stuart Hiddlestone and Jimmy 
Broach from Thornhill. 

In the triples event, Bob Burt, 
Bill Robertson and Jim Morton 
from the Mallaig club just failed 
to qualify from their league. 

First up for the Eddie brothers 
were Stuart and Jimmy and 

they turned up their play and 
won the next eight to triumph 
14-2.

The Corby team also beat 
Hiddlestone and Broach so it 
was winner takes all in the last 
match.

Alan and Dennis led 5-2, but 
then two great deliveries by 
Dennis on the penultimate 
end made it 7-2 so the last end 
wasn’t played - and Mallaig had 
won the Scottish title.

Their victory means Alan and 
Dennis will represent Scotland 
at the world championships in 
Cardiff from March 27-30.

Earlier on in the season, 
Alan partnered J. Broach from 
Thornhill to win the British 
Isles Pairs Trophy for Scotland 
in Coleraine, Northern Ireland.  

INDOOR BOWLS

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Lochaber Leisure 
close the gap at 
the top

Orion Group Premiership
Lochaber Camanachd 1

Lovat 5
LOCHABER Camanachd coach 
Robert Johnstone had warned a 
lack of pre-season shinty could 

-
ture - and how his words proved 
prophetic against in-form Lovat.

coy about being billed as serious 
challengers to Newtonmore but 
on this evidence they look to be 
just that.

Lochaber held their own during 
the opening exchanges but Lovat 
upped the tempo and began to 
dominate proceedings even with 
the wind against them.

Bartlett both went close before 
Lochaber keeper Calum Mac-
Donald made a brilliant double 
save with his stick on 25 minutes 
to beat away an Owen Ferguson 

Lochaber no 
match for slick 
moving Lovat

rocket then deny Greg Matheson 
on the rebound.

Lochaber’s defence was hard 
pressed to cope with Lovat’s 
mobile forward line with wing 

-
stant menace.

A goal looked to be coming 
and it duly arrived on 30 minutes 
when Graeme MacMillan scored 
from close in after MacDonald 
blocked a Matheson shot.

And shortly after the keeper 
made another smart stop from 
Matheson only for Bartlett to 
react quickest and nip in and 
make it 2-0.

MacDonald’s saves had kept 
his side in the game and his 
exploits were rewarded when 
Pat Toal, out of absolutely noth-
ing, cracked home a wonderful 
angled drive from 25 yards on 39 
minutes to give Lochaber hope.

But Lovat started the second 

half in the same vein and Math-
eson took just three minutes to 
restore the two-goal lead.

From then on, the visitors were 
in control and Bartlett notched 
his second on 65 minutes before 
Jamie Matheson made it 5-1 just 
before the end.

Lovat coach Allan MacRae 
said: ‘I told their keeper ‘I know 

nothing to do with you’. He is a 
cracking young keeper and I was 
really impressed with him.’

Lochaber coach Robert 
Johnstone said: ‘We were two 
or three yards off the pace but 
we played well considering we 
had not been on a park since 
last September. Two defensive 
mistakes cost us goals but apart 
from that I have no complaints.’

SHINTY

LOCHABER Athletic Club held a prizegiving 
for the winter league races in the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday night. 

Trophy winners as follows: Senior female: Di-
ane Baum, Female Vet 40: Helen Leggett, Female 

MacLean, Senior Male: Finlay Wild, Male Vet 40: 
Craig Mattocks, Male Vet 50: Tim Brand, Male 
Vet 60: Jim Treasurer. 

Tom Smith won the last race of the league, a 10k 
at Glen Nevis, in a time of 34mins 55secs. Craig 

slowly closed the gap and secured a win. MacLean 
came second in 35mins 43secs with Allan Ross 

Athletic club hold prizegiving night
ATHLETICS

lady home in 45:58 with Emma Britton coming 

in 47:39. 

Smith 34:55; 2 Craig MacLean 35:43; 3 Allan Ross 35:45; 4 Tim 

9 Andrew O’Hagan 39:24; 10 Paul MacGillivray 39:42; 11 Ben 

14 Damien Forster 42:03; 15 Ronnie Turner 42:07; 16 Brian 
Campbell 42:23; 17 Jim Treasurer 42:46; 18 Bruce Davie 43:07; 
19 Colin Britton 43:17; 20 David Munro 45:02. 

Breedon Aggregates Highland 
League Cup

Fort William 1
Forres Mechanics 4

side crashed out of the Breedon 
Aggregates Highland League 
Cup against Forres Mechanics at 
Claggan Park on Saturday - but 
Fort William manager Danny 
Conlon praised the young play-

round tie.
Lewis Lawson, aged just 16 

and 17 year-olds Barna Tot and 
John Treasurer all played the full 
90 minutes came out of the 4-1 
defeat with nothing but credit.

‘We had eight players missing 
and that gave me an opportunity 
to give the young boys a bit of 
game time,’ Conlon told The 
Oban Times. ‘They all did well 
against a strong, physical and 
experienced side. The game was 
never really away from us until 
the last 10 minutes.’

The Fort got off to the worst 
possible start when Stewart 
Soane hammered home a 25-yard 
drive after just 80 seconds,then 
keeper Robbie Donaldson had to 

Striker Duncan Campbell took 
over in goal and Mark Gillespie 

seem to affect Fort’s rhythm and 

a Darren Quigg penalty brought 
them level on 17 minutes 
after Forres keeper downed Iain 
MacLellan in the box, escaping 
with just a yellow card.

minutes and Forres went 3-1 up 
early in the second half through 
a Stewart Soames penalty.

Scott Lawrie completed the 
scoring late on when his long 
range effort beat Campbell, 
despite the stand-in keeper’s 
best efforts.

Fort were due to play league 
leaders Brora at Claggan last 
night, weather permitting, and 
travel to Inverurie Locos on Sat-
urday looking to avoid a repeat 
of the 6-0 defeat their opponents 

handed out at Claggan earlier in 
the season.

Looking ahead to the Locos 
game, manager Danny Conlon 
will be without striker Duncan 
Campbell, who has work com-

Danny MacIntosh is sidelined 
for the rest of the season with a 
knee injury.

Conlon said: ‘I was really 
impressed with Locos when we 
played them earlier in the season 
and their two strikers, Mitch 
Bavidge and Neil Gauld along-
side him, are both very good 
players.’

Makeshift Fort exit League Cup
FOOTBALL

Lochaber High win Donella Crawford Cup

Lochaber High’s girls shinty team 
celebrate winning the Donella 
Crawford Cup with coach, depute 
head teach Donald MacLean. 

was a surprise to win because we lost 

just thought ‘right we’re going home’ 
but we changed our tactics a bit and got 
on much better after that.’ 

Lochaber Ladies outside of school 
and is following in the footsteps of 
her brothers Brennan and Barry, both 
of whom have captained the school’s 
male shinty team to trophy success in 
recent years.

Ardnamurchan High School also 

Glenurquhart and Dingwall at the 
sixth Crawford tournament and the 
school’s camanachd president Colm 

the cup. 

shinty competition for high school girls 
in Scotland and it’s a great chance for 
the girls to get together and compete, 
there really isn’t enough tournaments 
like it.’ 

SCHOOL SHINTY

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 8ºC

Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers
Outlook Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate to rough

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 20, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.35   0.7 07.30 3.6 13.55       1.0       19.51      3.7
Fri  02.10 0.9 08.04 3.7 14.29       1.1       20.29      3.6     
Sat  02.52 1.0 08.43 3.4 15.12       1.3       21.14      3.4
Sun  03.45 1.2 09.31 3.2      16.12      1.4       22.13      3.1
Mon  04.57 1.4 10.41 2.9 17.38 1.6        23.43      3.0
Tues       06.25       1.5 12.51 2.8 19.07       1.5        **.**        *.*
Wed  01.58   3.1 07.53 1.4 14.48    3.0 20.28       1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

21
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