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Toddlers are real smarties at raising money for Comic Relief 

Let’s make
Oban top
for tourists,
urges group

Arduaine hopes a benefactor can prevent closure

Argyll’s
jobs
despair

Report by
CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

New late
licence bid

SHOCK new fi gures show 
it is harder to fi nd work 
in Argyll and Bute than 
almost anywhere else in 
Scotland.

More than 30 job-seekers 
are lining up for every vacan-
cy – three times the Scottish 
average.

Jobcentre fi gures for Janu-
ary showed that 1,630 people 
on the dole were chasing just 
52 jobs in Argyll. The odds 
were worse only in the West-
ern Isles, with 13 positions on 
offer and 578 jobseekers. 

The devastating numbers, 
compiled by the Scottish 
Trade Unions Congress, un-
derline the pressure on unem-
ployed people to move out of 
the area in search of work.

Blackspot
Oban councillor Roddy Mc-

Cuish said Argyll’s employ-
ment blackspot status was a 
blow for those out of work or 
concerned about job security. 
He said: ‘The ripples of the 
credit crunch are starting to 
hit here and these fi gures are 
very disappointing.’

Argyll and Bute MSP and 
Scotland’s enterprise minister, 
Jim Mather, said people want-
ed to live on the west coast, 
putting pressure on jobs.

He said: ‘My reading of the 
data is that it also refl ects a 
historically low level of busi-
ness start-ups.

‘Scotland still has lower 
unemployment levels than 
south of the border, and the 

Scottish government is doing 
everything in its powers to 
help families and businesses 
weather the downturn with 
our six-point recovery plan.’ 

Research by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise confi rmed 
that the numbers signing on 
in the region rose by 35 per 
cent in the year up to January 
2009. Only Mull and Islay 
bucked the trend with a fall in 
the number of jobseekers. 

A spokesman for Jobcentre 
Plus in the region claimed the 
statistics did not tell the whole 
story. He said some claimants 
had been able to fi nd ‘hidden 
vacancies’ and jobcentres had 
been stepping up co-opera-
tion with employers to offer 
recruitment help and more 
options to the unemployed. 

He said: ‘We can offer a raft 
of services to employers, like 
incentives to take on unem-
ployed staff, work trials and 
open days. What we do not 
want is the labour market to 
become inactive as we saw in 
the last recession.’

As of this week, he added 
Oban job centre had details of 
78 vacancies in the area and 
Campbeltown a further nine.

The STUC said the govern-
ment must accept that unem-
ployment, now at two million 
in the UK, was being matched 
by an equally shocking de-
cline in vacancies and was a 
‘national emergency’.

1,600 people chase
just 52 vacancies

Lorne Cousin from Campbeltown is joined by Sean Connery of
 Pilton at the US Senate. 

A WEST COAST piper blew into 
White House celebrations for Presi-
dent Obama and came home with 
some celebrity fans. 

Lorne Cousin from Campbeltown 
was invited by Alec Salmond to a 
reception in the US Congress to cel-
ebrate Barack Obama’s first speech 
to senators.

Lorne, joined on stage by singers 
Sandie Thom and Margaret Bennett, 
was the star-turn when X-Factor 

judge Dannii Minogue, Madonna 
and Jackie Collins all claimed to be 
fans of the piper.

Lorne said: ‘One of the senator’s 
wives called me the second most 
popular man in the room – with 
Sean Connery being the first. It 
was a great night. I think President 
Obama is a big fan of the pipes.’

Lorne is a member of band DRAM! 
– look out for a CD review in the 
next few weeks.

GARDEN lovers and the 
surrounding community are 
planning to set up an action 
group in response to the pro-
posed closure of the National 
Trust’s attraction at Arduaine 
after discovering that it may 
be closed by May.

Staff at Arduaine Garden 
near Kilmelford were told last 
week of the proposed closure 
by the National Trust for Scot-
land (NTS) after a dramatic 

fall in the trust’s revenues. 
Despite the trust not confi rm-
ing the closure date an insider 
has revealed that it may be as 
early as May that doors close 
on the horticulturally signifi -
cant garden.

Gardeners and the local 
community have decided to 
set up a group backing a bid 
by Maurice Wilkins, head 
gardener at Arduaine, to fi nd 
a generous benefactor who 

would keep the site open.
Mr Wilkins said: ‘Once 

closed, successful re-opening 
of the garden seems unlikely. 
To survive the garden needs 
a considerable injection of 
cash. If a wealthy benefactor 
or group could be found to fi -
nance Arduaine then perhaps 
that would secure a good fi -
nancial base for the future.’ 

Jamie McGrigor MSP said: 
‘Everyone I have spoken to is 

horrifi ed by the possible clo-
sure which would purely be 
on economic grounds.

‘Visitor numbers have fallen 
since the 1990s but this factor 
could be easily remedied with 
serious marketing.

‘I will be writing to the 
Prince of Wales and the min-
isters for tourism and the en-
vironment on this special is-
sue.’

A spokeswoman for the 

Prince said: ‘We are unable 
to comment. Charles will re-
spond to the MSP when he re-
turns from his overseas trip.’ 

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘We 
have not been approached by 
the NTS to ask for funding 
for the gardens. But there is a 
high likelihood that we would 
be able to offer advice in look-
ing for sources of funding if 
an action group is formed.’

The beautiful National Trust garden at Arduaine near Kilmelford faces a race against time to remain open. 

Lorne is a star with the stars

A SMALL Argyll community is 
devastated this week after a teenager 
was killed in a car accident.

Fraser Black, aged 18, died when 
the car he was driving crashed into 
a tree on the A828 near Appin last 
Friday at around 3pm.

Mr Black, whose parents and two 
brothers live in Appin, was a student 
at Glasgow Nautical College study-
ing naval engineering.

Donald Hutchinson of Kinloch-
laich Gardens said the community 
is ‘shattered’ at the death of Fraser 
who had just begun a career in the 
merchant navy.

Mr Hutchinson, who spent 17 years 
at sea and wrote a letter of recom-
mendation to the college on Fraser’s 
behalf earlier this year, said: ‘He 
was an outstanding young lad.’

Mr Hutchinson added that Fraser’s 
parents had asked mourners to wear 
bright clothing to Fraser’s funeral 
and to ‘remember him as he was’.

A remembrance plaque is also to 
be placed at Kinlochlaich Gardens 
where Fraser had worked after leav-
ing school.

• Argyll fi refi ghters are busier with 
road accidents than fi res – see page 
3.

‘Outstanding’
teenager dies
in road crash

SEVEN jobs could be lost in 
an Oban carers centre after the 
Quarriers charity withdrew its 
fi nancial support.

The social care charity with-
drew its funding to North Ar-
gyll Carers Centre this week, 
saying funding of the centre 
was no longer sustainable.

Staff at the centre have 
vowed to fi ght on and are to 
organise a committee to look 
for new funding streams.

David Williams of Quarriers 
said: ‘It is extremely disap-
pointing for us that we have 
got to the point where there 
is no choice but to make this 

decision to withdraw as the 
managing agent.

We have been delivering the 
service for the better part of 
10 years and despite our best 
efforts to improve the fund-
ing position we have failed to 
achieve that.’

Quarriers says its funding of 

the centre will fi nish in June.
North Argyll Carers Centre 

manager Ruth Moodie said: 
‘We have been trying to get a 
committee together to go in-
dependent, but three months 
is not long to get everything 
organised. However the com-
mittee are dedicated and very 

keen to try.’ One volunteer 
who did not wish to be named 
said: ‘I fi nd it shocking and 
very sad, it’s just such a love-
ly set up. So many carers use 
the place and can pop in any 
time and have a chat. It will 
be a huge worry to everyone 
if it closes.’

OBAN will be a top desti-
nation for tourists this year 
thanks to its unique selling 
points of scenery, heritage 
and seafood. 

That is the thinking behind 
setting up a working party, 
Oban Forward, to get the 
town ready for Easter.

A 12 point-plan has been put 
together to paint, polish and 
place signs to alert people to 
the wonders of Oban as a des-
tination for a holiday. 

Neil McLauchlan, chairman 
of the group, said: ‘We want 
everyone to get behind our 
plans for tidying up. 

‘If people have a little time 
or money to offer then it will 
help to set up Oban for the 
thousands of visitors who 
come into the town every 
week. If people would like 
to donate a bench or a lamp, 
or indeed some bunting, they 
should contact their council-
lor.

‘The 2009 Homecoming is 
an ideal opportunity to get 
people into the town, and let’s 
hope they have such a good 
time that they will want to 
come back for more. 

‘It is up to everyone to make 
our visitors welcome by tidy-
ing the place up.’

For full story turn to page 5.

Seven staff face axe after Oban care centre loses funding

A FORMER soldier is appeal-
ing for his new neighbours to 
give him a chance as he ap-
plies for a new late licence for 
O’ Donnell’s Bar in Oban.

Under its previous manage-
ment the bar had its licence 
cut from 2am to 11pm closing 
due to a series of disturbances 
and complaints from neigh-
bours in Breadalbane Street.

Full story page 3.

BEACHES in Argyll will be a little 
more beautiful thanks to a series of 
community events.

Beach cleans by community groups 
and schools are to go ahead at Gana-
van Sands near Oban, Luss Bay and 
Machrihanish.

The beach cleans will be organised 
by the Argyll and Bute Beach Forum 
thanks to a £4,000 grant from Keep 
Scotland Beautiful.

Louise Robertson, project offi cer 
for the forum which is run by the 
GRAB Trust, said: ‘The trust is very 
proud of Argyll and Bute’s designat-
ed bathing waters and is delighted to 
receive this funding from Keep Scot-
land Beautiful.

‘We are looking forward to arrang-
ing these events to raise awareness of 
the potential impacts of litter.’

The grant will be used to organise 
a beach scavenger day at Ganavan, a 
workshop and poster competition at 
Luss Bay and a beach clean-up event 
at Machrihanish.

John Summers, chief executive of 
Keep Scotland Beautiful, said: ‘We 
hope that these small grants en-
courage these communities to raise 
awareness of the impacts of coastal 
litter on the environment.’

Argyll beaches
set to be even
more beautiful

A CELEBRATION OF
WHISKY, FOOD & WEST
COAST CULTURE!

SPIRIT OF THE WEST
INVERARAY CASTLE, SAT 16TH - SUN 17TH MAY 2009

SPIRIT OF THE WEST is a fantastic weekend family
event held in the grounds of Inveraray Castle, Argyll.
Whisky, food, drink, music, dance, drama, arts & crafts
and much more.  With a line-up that includes The Red
Hot Chilli Pipers and Nick Nairn – it’s one festival not to
be missed! TICKETS ON SALE: Call 0871 230 5580 or
book online at www.seetickets.com/spiritofthewest.
Book tickets by 30th April 2009 and receive 10% off
listed ticket prices! Quote promotion code:
SOTWPROMO when booking with seetickets

WWW.SPIRITOFTHEWEST.CO.UK

RED NOSE 
ROUND UP
Page 12

FUNDING WITHDRAWN FROM 
BUDDING YOUNG ATHLETES
Page 11
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Beachd Ailein

Colonsay’s
two-year
search for
nurse

Islay inn is
island hotel
of the year

OBJECTORS to parking 
charges in an island town 
hope to prove Argyll and Bute 
Council has no right to charge 
the fee.

Tobermory on Mull has been 
given notice of the council’s 
intention to impose parking 
charges for the Main Street 
and for the Ledaig area.

With many residents agree-
ing with the initial plans for 
parking charges for the on-
street parking alongside the 
shops, there has been an out-
cry at the intention to charge 
for parking in the harbour 
area at Ledaig.

Brian Swinbanks, speaking 
on behalf of Tobermory’s car 
parking charges protest group, 
said: ‘Ledaig was a unique 
project conceived and fought 
for, and recently finished, by 
the harbour association.

Difficult
‘Charging at Ledaig is very 

difficult because this is Crown 
land and it may even be that 
Argyll and Bute which leases 
the land may not have a right 
to impose charges there.

‘In the long run this will be a 
loss of revenue to the excheq-
uer because people will sim-
ply not come into Tobermory 

to do their shopping.
‘Will the revenue from this 

project really be worth the 
downturn for local business?’ 

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘The 
parking charges are being in-
troduced into Tobermory for 
traffic management reasons.

‘In 2004 the Oban Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee de-
cided that charges should be 
applied in Ledaig Car Park. 
This was confirmed later that 
year by the strategic policy 
committee.

‘An order was promoted 
which attracted a large number 

of objections, many on the 
basis that charging at Ledaig 
without charging on street 
would cause traffic problems 
with drivers driving up and 
down Main Street looking for 
a free parking space rather 
than pay at Ledaig.

Listened
‘We listened to what the ob-

jectors were saying and with-
drew the proposed order until 
we could also introduce on 
street charging. We are now 
in the process of promoting 
traffic orders to allow the in-
troduction of charges both on 
street and at Ledaig.

‘Other than Tobermory we 
have no plans to introduce 
charges elsewhere in Argyll 
and Bute.’

Hearing
Councillor Mary-Jean Dev-

on said: ‘The closing date for 
objections was March 6. Ob-
jections will then be passed to 
operational services. If there 
is a significant number the 
proposal will go to a hear-
ing.’

It is understand that a 
number of organisations, 
including the police, have 
voiced objections against the 
proposed charges.

Thachair dà rud air an t-seachdain seo chaidh a chuir dragh 
agus tàmailt ormsa, agus tha mi glè chinnteach air mòran eile 
cuideachd.

Nochd sgealb de luchd-taice phoblachdach ann an Èirinn 
a Tuath, agus le mort brùideil dhearbh iad gum bheil luchd 
nan gunnaichean is nan spreadhadairean fhathast gun tur 
cheannsachadh an sin. An dèidh na dh’ fhulaing a’ choim-
hearsnachd sin thar còrr air deich bliadhna fi chead le call 
beatha agus am bròn ga leantainn, cha bheag an t-iongnadh 
gum bheil daoine a’ gabhail uimhir a thoileachas as an t-sìth. 
Chan annas gum bheil ìmpidh air a dhol air luchd poileataigs 
cùisean a rèiteach eatorra is an sluagh air an claoidh le aim-
hreit. Theagamh nach bu chòir dhuinn iongnadh a ghabhail 
gum bheil amadain ann a tha airson an cogadh a chumail a’ 
dol oir tha an leithid sin daonnan air an iomall. ’S e tha na 
adhbhar uimhir a dhòchas is misneachd gum bheil na pàrtaid-
hean poilitigeach, agus a mhòr-chuid den choimhearsnachd 
a-rèir coltais, air daingneachadh an aghaidh ùrachaidh sam 
bith den ar-a-mach a bh’ ann. Às a’ bhròn tha ’s dòcha dear-
bhadh air rùn airson sìth fi ù’s nas treasa na bha e riamh. 

Ann an Alba, a dh’ aindeoin a h-uile rannsachadh is sgrù-
dadh thar uimhir a bhliadhnaichean, agus fìù’s an dèidh Achd 
Gàidhlig a chruthachadh gus fear de phrìomh chànain dhual-
chasach na dùthcha a dhìon, tha Ministear Riaghaltais airson 
bacadh a chur air soighnichean-rathaid Gàidhlig air sgàth ’s 
gun cual’ e fathann gun robh iad nan cunnart dha dràibhear-
an!  Tha amharas ann gur e fìor dhroch comhairle a chaidh 
a thoirt air a’ Mhinistear an seo ach rinn esan amadan dheth 
fhèin a’ gabhail ris gun cheist, agus mar is luaithe a’ chu-
ireas e a’ chùis air a chùlaibh ’s ann as fheàrr dha fhèin agus 
dhan Ghàidhlig! Tha faisg air ceud bliadhna bhon a chaidh 
soighnichean dà-chànanach suas ann an Èirinn, agus tha iad 
air a bhith as a’ Chuimrigh agus air feadh na  Roinn Eòrpa 
is Canada iomadh bliadhna cuideachd. Nam biodh iad nan 
cunnart bha sinn air cluinntinn mu dheidhinn!  ’S e tha seo 
ach gràisg beag de sheirbheisich-chatharra a th’ air seasamh 
a-rithist ’s a-rithist an aghaidh soighnichean Gàidhlig. Tha an 
t-àm stad a chur orra! 

It is always depressing to see regression and in the past 
week many of us would have shared a sense of sadness.

Politicians in Northern Ireland recognise that their elec-
torate now demand that they fi nd political solutions, and in 
the tragedies of the latest murders there is hope in the unity 
which the majority has demonstrated for peace.

Concurrent with its own Draft Gaelic Plan going to pub-
lic consultation the Scottish Government Transport Minister 
cites ‘anecdotal evidence’ as justifi cation of an extended re-
view, and effectively a delay in any expansion of Gaelic trunk 
road signage. Transport offi cials have raised safety issues 
with successive ministers, but why should what demonstra-
bly works safely in countries across the globe be different in 
Scotland?
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Parking protest grows
Proposals for charges in Tobermory may go to a hearing 

Restaurateur Carla Lamont picks up the catch from her husband’s boat.

A NEW restaurant opening on Mull next month 
is promising the freshest fi sh possible.

Owner Carla Lamont will be supplied with the 
best crab, lobster as well as more unusual catches 
such as sea urchin and octopus by her fisherman 
husband, Johnny. 

Carla, 44, originally from Canadian, is look-
ing forward to the challenge of creating deli-
cious dishes for her guests at her newly-built 
£220,000 restaurant outside the small village of 
Fionnphort.

New recipe
‘I have just planned a new recipe for sea ur-

chin roe as a delicious spring roll – it tastes like 
the ocean,’ she said. ‘I have worked in Iona and 
Fionnphort as a chef for 15 years. I never for a 
moment dreamt we would be able to open a res-
taurant.

‘Johnny will be catching dinner and then will 
be on hand to explain exactly where it came 
from.

‘We will be also growing our own produce in 
the garden. I hope that we will be able to re-
source the majority of what we serve to custom-
ers as close to Mull as possible.

‘I like to put my stamp on things, I am a bit 
over the top at times but in a good way.’

The restaurant was built with help from the 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise to convert the 
Lamont’s family croft into a restaurant at Bruach 
Mor.

New restaurant will dish up its own freshly caught fi sh

ISLAY Pipe Band’s 2009 season has 
started with a wrong note with the 
news that one of their main sponsors 
has withdrawn support due to the fi -
nancial crisis. 

A spokesman for Black Bottle 
Whisky has confi rmed that the fi rm 
will continue to support the band, 
which is in its fi rst season as a Grade 
3B band, by supplying kit and raffl e 
prizes, but that they will not be able 
to cover the cost of travel to com-
petitions.

 This leaves band members with the 
unenviable task of having to raise 
the thousands of pounds needed to 
cover transport and accommodation 
costs to fi ve events at a time when 
they are working extremely hard to 
learn the new and much more com-
plex material needed to compete at 
their new level.

Lindy MacLellan said: ‘Many 
band members are giving up their 
own time to tutor potential new pip-
ers and drummers – a very success-
ful initiative which has seen 16 Islay 
youngsters, aged from eight to 22 

years old, beginning to learn since 
the end of last year. 

‘After last year’s incredible per-
formance, when the band rose to the 
challenge of their fi rst promotion 
to fi nish champion of champions at 
Grade 4A, there is no question of 
not giving it their all in 2009. 

‘To help take some of the strain, 
a motley crew of family members, 
friends and supporters of the band 
are launching a fund raising bid to 
help plug the gap.’ 

The band are holding a money bin-
go event in Portnahaven on April 3 
and intend to resurrect its 100 Club 
with a cash prize every month. 

Lindy added: ‘In addition, any 
local business wishing to have its 
details displayed on the pipe band 
bus over the summer can do so by 
contributing to the cost of hire – all 
donations, large and small, are wel-
come and will be acknowledged.’ 

Anyone who would like to help 
with fundraising can contact Sheena 
MacMillan (01496 860279) or An-
drew MacEachern (01496 850271). 

Islay Pipe Band – crowned 2008 grade 4A champion of champions.

Pipe band faces funding 
challenge after loss of sponsor

TOBERMORY High School 
annual general meeting will 
be on Wednesday, March 28 
at 7pm in the school. All par-
ents are welcome.

School AGM

A VACANCY for a commu-
nity nurse on the Isle of Co-
lonsay is being advertised for 
the fourth time in two years. 

Applications for the part-
time nursing post are being 
sought by tomorrow (Friday), 
after NHS Highland held in-
terviews in January but was 
unable to appoint. A spokes-
man said it had once again 
advertised the post widely 
including through community 
channels.

So desperate is the situation 
that an appeal has gone out 
to the community to house 
the new nurse, as accommo-
dation is believed to be a big 
stumbling block in attracting 
applicants.

A year ago, Argyll and Bute 
Council leased Kilchattan 
schoolhouse to the health 
board for a nurse on the island 
and remain willing to discuss 
this option with the NHS. 

A spokeswoman said: ‘The 
council will lease the school-
house to the NHS for as long 
as the schoolhouse is not re-
quired by the council in con-
nection with the provision of 
accommodation for teaching 
staff.’ 

TIREE is celebrating fi ve years of its 
community trust with an open day.

The event, from noon on Saturday, 
will give participants the opportunity 
to get involved in making plans for 
the island’s future as well as finding 
out about services offered.

Groups who will have stalls dur-
ing the day will include Tiree Rural 
Development, Young Scot, Tiree 
Renewable Energy, Tiree Environ-
mental Action and Argyll and Bute 
Volunteer Centre. A free lunch will 
be provided. 

Tiree trust holds open day

BOWMORE’S Harbour Inn 
on Islay has won the Island 
Hotel of the Year award at the 
Scottish Hotel Awards.

The awards were presented 
by the Scottish parliament’s 
presiding offi cer Alex Fergus-
son at the Crown Plaza, Glas-
gow.

Hotel owner Neil Scott said: 
‘We are hopefully playing our 
part in keeping Islay fi rmly on 
the tourist map during these 
challenging times.’ AN ADVENTUROUS pet is 

back home safely on the Isle of 
Colonsay after going on the run 
for a second time. 

Owner Jane Rose decided to 
re-settle her cat, Kinder, with 
family in Cheltenham after he 
spent 18 months living wild on 
Colonsay. But he did not take to 

city life either, and disappeared 
again after a matter of weeks. 

This time he was found in a 
barn four miles out of town and 
handed over to the Cats Protec-
tion League. 

Jane said: ‘He was none the 
worse for his adventures. It’s 
good to have him home.’ 

A MULL pensioner on 
her way to a wedding was 
devastated when she got to 
Glasgow Airport to discover 
she had left her passport in a 
drawer in Tobermory.

Quick-thinking Fiona Jap-
py – on her way to a wed-
ding in Ireland of fellow 

Gaelic choir member Hank 
Bonne – decided to chance 
her luck by using her bus 
pass as ID for the fl ight.

Offi cials at the airport de-
cided that the free transport 
pass was good enough, be-
cause it was issued by the 
government, and Fiona was 

able to make her way to the 
lavish wedding in Cork. 

She said: ‘After being 
frisked due to a metal plate 
in my knee I managed to 
make onto the fl ight.

‘It was a brilliant wedding 
and so good to see my friend 
getting married.’

Bus pass gets Fiona to wedding on time No place like roam for Kinder 

TIREE’S fi re and ambulance 
volunteers say they are get-
ting stuck behind drivers on 
single track roads, delay-
ing them when dealing with 
emergencies.

Despite volunteers switch-

ing on head and hazard lights, 
drivers are failing to respond. 
One  said: ‘The Highway 
Code requires that drivers 
should pull over when anoth-
er vehicle wishes to pass them 
on a single track road.’

Volunteers in road plea

The interior of the Spar store 
and coffee shop due to open at 

the end of this month.

SHOPPING will not be ‘free’ in a 
former church in Tobermory but it 
is hoped that it will serve the com-
munity well. 

Spar has taken over the lease of a 
converted Free Church on the Main 
Street. Owner Duncan Cattanach 
has transformed the building, which 
has been a retail outlet since the 
1960s, into a modern supermarket 
with a café. 

Connections
Duncan has more connections 

that most to the building. His father 
and mother, Archie and Sybil, were 
the last people to be married in the 
church in the late 1940s and Dun-
can’s great-grandfather was a mas-
ter mason who helped to build the 
church in the 19th century.

 He said: ‘I am hoping that the 
store will be the centre of the com-
munity of Tobermory.’

The offi cial launch will be on Fri-
day, April 10 where customers will 
be able to sample a range of Spar 
products and enter a free prize draw 
to win prizes under the preserved 
stained glass window.

Tobermory’s
new store and 
cafe opens
next month

We’re 
springing 
into April 
with a great 
new look

bigger... More indepth book reviews and recommendations from our 
website members plus fantastic book offers.

brighter... Gardening is expanding to include garden news, with everything 
from tips on what to tackle in your garden to events and products. 

surprise... Each month we will bring you a beautifully photographed 
‘surprise feature’ done in fabulous Scottish Field style. 

special... Interior features will focus on a Readers’ Home. A new 
‘Get The Look’ page will give inspiriation on achieving the look in your 

own home.

new... We welcome a new 
motoring correspondent. As a former 
World Touring Car Champion, he 

knows a thing or two about what makes 
a great car.

challenge... Pit your 
wits against us on our new 

puzzle pages, as well as great 
competitions and reader offers. 

We’ve had a fresh look. Have you?

More of the things you 
want to read about 
in a brighter, fresher 
magazine packed with even 
more stunning images of Scotland.

ON
SALE 
NOW
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Boatyard
owner may
quit over
thefts

A WOMAN caught with a 
Class A drug aboard a Glas-
gow to Oban train was fi ned 
£180 at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week. 

The court heard Laura Gow, 
aged 34, of 1 Ferryfield Road, 
Connel had been of good be-
haviour since her sentence 
was deferred nine months 
ago after she admitted the of-
fence.

British Transport Police 
found last June that she had 
two packages of Diamorphine 
in her possession. 

Sheriff Douglas Small told 
her: ‘It does seem that you 
have made good progress.’ 

A FORMER soldier is appealing 
for his new neighbours to give him 
a chance as he applies for a new 
late licence for O’ Donnell’s Bar in 
Oban.

Under its previous management 
the bar had its licence cut from 2am 
to 11pm closing due to a series of 
disturbances and complaints from 
neighbours in Breadalbane Street, 
Oban.

New lease-holder Ruari Arm-
strong, a former soldier and security 
specialist has worked as a bar stew-
ard at O’Donnell’s in the past and 
said he has met with the previous 
objectors and listened to what they 
have to say.

Mr Armstrong, who spent 10 years 
in the army with five operational 
tours to Iraq and the Far East, said: 
‘For the last 14 months there have 
been no disturbances at all, not even 
one small incident.

‘I have also been cleaning up emp-
ty bottles and litter from the street, 
not just outside the pub. 

‘the clientele in the pub has also 
changed, it’s an older more mature 
crowd. In the past O’ Donnell’s was 
seen as a late venue, but if we get 
the late licence, which is only for 
1am closing on Fridays and Satur-
days, it will be a start of the night 
venue.’

Ruari, who left Oban aged 15 to 

join the army, said he was also look-
ing at raising the entry age for the 
bar to 21 years old.

He added that the bar had been 
given a 1am licence for seven days 
over the festive period and it had 
been a success.

‘I am hoping people in Oban give 
me a chance,’ he added. ‘The pre-
vious management don’t own the 
name O’ Donnell’s. I bought it and 
lease the bar.’

The Oban Times was this week 
unable to contact any of the previ-
ous objectors, who had complained 
about noise disturbances under the 
previous management, to find out 
their views.O’Donnell’s new owner Ruari Armstrong. t12ruari03

New late licence bid by O’Donnell’s 

FIREFIGHTERS in Argyll 
and Bute are now attending 
more road crashes than fi res.
 A top fi reman has described 
a league table, which puts 
Argyll and Bute at the top 
for road crashes in the Strath-
clyde area, as ‘distressing’.

Commander Paul Connelly 
was addressing Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee 
last Wednesday where he also 
revealed that the county had 
one of the lowest incidences 
of fi res.

Commander Connelly said: 
‘We had nine road traffi c col-
lision (RTC) fatalities last 
year in Argyll and Bute

‘Argyll and Bute is at the 
top of the Strathclyde Fire 
and Rescue league table for 
RTCs but we are at the bot-
tom of the league tables for 
fi re casualties.

‘What’s most distressing for 
us is the road traffi c collision 
fi gure.’

Firefighters
attend more
car crashes 
than blazes

Shock road accident figures revealed 

By EUAN PATERSON
Argyll and Bute fi refi ghters 

have consistently been the 
most likely to attend a RTC 
and for the year 2007/08 at-
tended 10.4 RTCs per 10,000 
head of population. The near-
est fi gure was 8.2 in East Ayr-
shire and the lowest was 5.3 
in North Lanarkshire.

The situation is most severe 
in the Oban North and Lorn 
ward, where Strathclyde Fire 
and Rescue attended 34 RTCs 
for the year 2007/08, com-
pared with the next highest, 
Mid Argyll, with 18.

This is compared to a reduc-
tion in the number of deliber-
ate primary fi res (buildings, 
vehicles and outdoor struc-
tures) over the past fi ve years. 
In the year 2007/08 Argyll 
and Bute had 3.6 per 10,000 
head of population, compared 
with West Dunbartonshire, 
which had 18.6.

Argyll and Bute group com-

mander Stuart MacLean said: 
‘We deal with more RTCs 
than fi res but we are prepared 
for both and it is important we 
continue to lower both these 
fi gures.

‘We are trying, along with 
our partners in the emergency 
services, to educate drivers in 
road safety.’

Another statistic where Ar-
gyll and Bute is markedly 
higher than the national aver-
age is for chimney fi res. Since 
the year 2003/04, 40 per cent 
of all chimney fi res reported 
to Strathclyde Fire and Res-
cue have come from Argyll 
and Bute.

Conversely, Argyll and Bute 
has by far the lowest inci-
dence of primary fi res, mali-
cious false alarms and acts of 
violence against fi refi ghters.

In the past fi ve years there 
has only been one recorded 
act of violence against a fi re-
fi ghter in Argyll and Bute. 

THE OWNER of an Ar-
gyll boatyard, who has been 
robbed twice in the past fi ve 
months, is considering shut-
ting down the business.

Donald Wilson’s Lochawe 
Boatyard, Ardbrecknish, had 
around £2,000 of fi shing 
equipment, a pick-up vehi-
cle worth £2,000 and £200 
in petty cash stolen during a 
robbery last week. It follows 
a break-in theft last October.

Mr Wilson’s employee Se-
bastian Kudlachzek was tied 
up by a group of four men 
while they stole the prop-
erty at around 1.45am last 
Wednesday.

Mr Wilson said: ‘I am seri-
ously thinking of giving it up. 
I brought this employee in to 
help free me up but now I just 
wonder if it’s worth it.’

It is believed that a break-
in at Inverawe Smokehouses, 
which occurred hours earlier, 
may be connected to the Ard-
brecknish robbery. 

Drugs woman
fi ned £180

Alan Cumming spoke to the The Oban Times before making his way 
onto the Mull Ferry. t12cumm01

HOLLYWOOD A-lister Alan Cum-
ming made a brief appearance in 
Oban on Monday before heading off 
for Mull to make a documentary.

The Bond movie star, who has also 
been in many TV costume dramas, 
stayed on the island for two days for 
a BBC production on the Michael 
Powell fi lm ‘I know where I am go-
ing’.

The 1940s romantic comedy fi lm 
features Wendy Hiller and Roger 

Livesey and is set almost entirely on 
the island of Mull.

Mr Cumming visited original set-
tings for the fi lm such as Carsaig, 
Tobermory and Ben More. He then 
presented the fi lm at The Western 
Isles Hotel, a location for the movie, 
and spoke to locals who were living 
on the island when the fi lm was be-
ing made.

The celebrity and crew stayed at 
The Western Isles Hotel. 

Alan knows where he is going

IF YOU walk, cycle, use a 
wheelchair or enjoy horserid-
ing or non-motorised water 
sports, Argyll’s core paths 
consultation would like to 
hear from you.

The paths will include walk-
ing and cycling paths and 
launching points for canoe-
ing, diving and sailing.

A series of consultation 
events are being held through-
out Argyll including Oban’s 
Corran Halls on March 25, 
Bowmore Hall on Islay on 
April 7, Bunessan Village 
Hall on April 29 and the 
Aqualibrium, Campbeltown 
on May 21.

Walk this 
way for paths

Licencee
charged

A 52-YEAR-old trainee 
will be brought in to replace 
Oban’s most popular police-
man who was forced to retire 
– at the age of 54.

For the past two years PC 
Raymond Law had taken 
advantage of Strathclyde 
Police’s 30+ scheme, which 
allowed experienced police 
offi cers to extend their stand-
ard 30-year careers up to four 
years.

However, the constabulary’s 
new chief constable Stephen 
House has turned down Ray-
mond’s request for a further 
two years on the beat.

Oban Police Station, which 
is now eight offi cers short, 
will instead be getting a train-

ee replacement only two years 
Raymond’s junior.

Raymond was reluctant to 
raise the issue at the time of 
his retirement but public reac-
tion to the refusal of his con-
tract extension has sparked 
widespread shock among 
residents of Oban and the sur-
rounding area.

Challenged
Argyll and Bute’s council-

lors, MP Alan Reid and High-
lands and Islands MSP Jamie 
McGrigor have challenged 
the decision and Argyll and 
Bute MSP Jim Mather has 
raised the matter with justice 
secretary Kenny MacAskill 
and Strathclyde’s chief con-
stable.

Mr Mather said: ‘My mo-
tivation is clearly based on 
Raymond’s enthusiasm, the 
local support he has and the 
benefi t of continuity, local 
knowledge and experience 
in policing the area. On top 
of that I am a policeman’s 
son and know the positive 
difference that committed, 
well-liked police offi cers can 
make.’ 

In a letter to Mr MacAskill, 
Mr McGrigor said: ‘Local 
people who were served so 
well by constable Law are 
frankly aghast and incredu-
lous that such a useful com-
munity policeman should not 
be allowed to continue his 
service.’

Reaction grows over PC’s retiral

AN OBAN teenager who had 
unlawful sex with a 13-year-
old girl in a garden shed has 
been put on the sex offenders’ 
register.

Andrew Smith, aged 17, of 
2 Islay Road, Oban admitted 
committing the offence be-
tween January 1, 2009 and 
February 28, 2009 at an ad-
dress in Oban. 

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
that a mobile phone was found 
by the victim’s father with 
text messages from Smith re-
vealing that they had sex.

Relationship
Procurator fiscal Justin Far-

rell said: ‘The victim believed 
she was in a relationship with 
Smith at the time and told the 
police he had led her to a gar-

den shed in Oban where they 
had sex.

‘When interviewed by po-
lice it became clear Smith was 
aware of his victim’s age.’

Smith was put on the sex 
offenders’ register and sen-
tence was deferred until April 
14 for reports when a plea in 
mitigation will be heard from 
Smith’s defence agent.

Youth put on sex offenders’ register

THE FRIENDS of Oban 
Hospice group held a very 
successful sale at Bender-
loch Equestrian Centre last 
weekend and, despite adverse 
weather conditions, raised an 
amazing £1,055.

Following on from this suc-
cess, the group have taken 
over a charity shop in Oban’s 
George Street by courtesy of 
shop owners the Di Ciacca 
family. The shop aims to be 
open from March 14 – 28 and 
has already attracted consid-
erable interest.

The Friends of Oban Hos-
pice will hold their annual 
general meeting tonight 
(Thursday) at 8pm in the Un-
dercroft of the Church Cen-
tre, Glencruitten Road, Oban 
when presentations will be 
given by Sister Rosie Robin-
son of Ward C of Lorn and 
the Islands District General 
Hospital, Oban on her vision 
for the future of palliative 
care within the hospital, and 
representatives of the Lippen 
Trust, the charity responsible 
for fundraising for Strathmore 
Hospice in Forfar. Strathmore 
is a custom-built unit operat-
ing within the local GP-run 
hospital and is similar to the 
aspirations of the Friends of 
Oban Hospice group within 
Lorn and the Islands District 
General Hospital.

Anyone interested in the hos-
pice movement is welcome to 
attend tonight’s meeting.

Huge boost
for hospice
supporters

FOUR men fi ghting opposite 
the police station in Campbell 
Street, Oban, were appre-
hended by police and charged 
with causing a breach of the 
peace on Sunday afternoon.

POLICE were called to a inci-
dent at an Oban restaurant on 
Saturday night, and the  licen-
cee charged with breaking the 
conditions of the licence.

Four men
accused of
breach of
the peace

COMMUNITIES in Oban and the 
surrounding area have answered a 
plea from Atlantis Leisure to save its 
play park.

The popular play park was deemed 
unsafe this month, because of wear 
and tear on the equipment, and had 
to be closed.

However, following an appeal 
through The Oban Times two weeks 
ago, the community-owned Atlantis 
Leisure has raised half of the £4,000 
needed to refurbish the park.

Atlantis Leisure manager Nick 
Wesley said: ‘Within a week of our 

appeal going public we had received 
more than £2,000 from Glensanda, 
the Lions Club, anonymous dona-
tions and our own funds. We are 
very grateful to everyone who has 
helped.

‘Tradesmen have even offered to 
help with the refurbishment.

‘I would like to specially thank 
the schools that are looking to raise 
money through raffles.’

He added that they were in discus-
sions with other funders about grants 
and he is hopeful the target will be 
reached soon.

Strong response to play park appeal

CULVERTS that transport water underneath 
Dunollie are due to have covers replaced today 
(Thursday).

Ken Geldard, who has been protesting against 
the culverts lying open for a number of years, 
said: ‘It is great something is finally being 
done.’

At a meeting of Dunollie Residents Association 
it was agreed that regardless of who was liable 
for the cost of replacing the covers that Argyll 
and Bute Council would replace them immedi-
ately and the cost shared out later.

Responsible
Councillor Neil MacKay said: ‘It doesn’t mat-

ter who is responsible for paying for the covers. 
We will sort that out later.

 ‘The covers will be replaced immediately and 
negotiations will take place between Argyll and 
Bute Council, Dunollie Estates, Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association and West Highland 
Housing Association to identify who the owner 

Culvert covers fi nally 
replaced in Dunollie

PPass Plusass Plus
SchemeScheme

Now that you have passed your driving
test how would
you like:

• Cheaper 
Insurance?

• Improved 
Driving Skills?

• More 
Confidence?

We are currently giving candidates £100
grant towards the Scheme.

The Highland Community Planning
Partnership would like to encourage new
drivers in the Highlands to take part in the
Pass Plus Scheme. Apply now to register
for this discounted course of six lessons
from approved Pass Plus driving instuctors.

Pick up a leaflet from your 
Driving Test Centre 

or telephone:  01463 702690.

Join Neil Armour online in our free, 
virtual conference and find out how 
to stay in financial control during a 
recession.

What you say about 
the Virtual Conference 
series...
“These sessions are absolutely 
marvellous. To be able to grab 
a bite of lunch and attend a 
seminar without leaving my desk 
is second to none.”

Access the whole conference 
from your computer
Register on the Learningworks 
website today for your 
conference pack.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
IN A RECESSION
WITH NEIL ARMOUR, PARTNER AND HEAD OF 
RESTRUCTURING SERVICES IN THE NORTH 
EAST OF SCOTLAND FOR KPMG

WWW.LEARNING-WORKS.CO.UK
27 MARCH 2009 12.30-2.00PM
FREE BUSINESS MASTERCLASS
REGISTER NOW!

BroganBrogan
FuelsFuels

Very competitive prices for Kerosene, GasOil, AutoDiesel and Bottled Butane/Propane

NEW TOP UP DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE TO MALLAIG 
AND THE ISLANDS OF ISLAY, LISMORE AND MULL

FOR ALL YOUR HEATING NEEDS

Tel: 01631 570670    www.brogans.co.uk

Servicing Argyll and the IslandsServicing Argyll and the Islands

• Stockists of Elf and Total lubricants and greases

• Suppliers of Titan Fuel/Water Tanks and Coal Bunkers

• Accurate electronic top-up system 
   ensuring your fuel never runs out Why shiverWhy shiver

when we can deliverwhen we can deliver

A seminar with
leading specialist
literary agent 
John Jarrold

Current Trends In Sci-Fi, Fantasy 
& Horror Fiction

Full details: 
01463 720885

http://writing.hi-arts.co.uk/writers-events.htm

Why Not Join Our Mailing List 

For Future Events? 

2pm-4pm, Saturday 21st March 2009
The Ironworks, Inverness 

free, no booking required



KIRTSY MacIntyre of Kinlochleven 
High School was in fi ne form at the 35th

Lochaber Music Festival on Saturday.
The talented fi ddler won the Violin 

Solo Scots Advanced competition with 
her own choice slow air and march, and 
Strathspey and reel.

Fifteen-year-old Kirsty went through to 

the Premier Scots Traditional Award lat-
er that afternoon, where she was pipped 
to the title by Robert Robertson in a very 
high standard competition.

Celebration
The competitive part of the festival 

fi nished yesterday, but the celebration 
of Lochaber’s young musical talent con-

tinues tomorrow (Friday) night with a 
Grand Festival Concert and trophy pres-
entation at Lochaber High School.

The evening will feature some of the 
best performances from the fi ve-day 
event.

See page 3 for festival report, results 
and pictures.

Kirsty MacIntyre excelled on the fi ddle at the Lochaber Music Festival. f12music03

Kirsty shines at Lochaber Music Festival

SAVAGE cuts in govern-
ment grants and extortion-
ate borrowing rates are 
threatening to wreck af-
fordable house projects in 
the West Highlands, The
Oban Times can reveal.

Lochaber Housing Associa-
tion is trying to salvage some 
kind of home-building pro-
gramme in April 2009-10, and 
is locked in talks with High-
land Council and government 
offi cials in an attempt to ease 
spending constraints.

Ironically, LHA says its 
prospects for building desper-
ately-needed homes have nev-
er been brighter, with land and 
sites available – but schemes 
at Claggan, Lochyside and 
elsewhere will remain on the 
drawing board unless the log-
jam can be broken.

Crisis
LHA’s management team is 

meeting today (Thursday) to 
discuss the crisis, which has 
seen government grant per 
house fall by an estimated 
£7,000 at a time banks are 
demanding extra security for 
loans.

LHA director Blair Allan, 
through local MSP Fergus 
Ewing, is seeking to meet 
new housing minister Alex 
Neil to restore grants to previ-
ous levels, which would allow 
the association to borrow less 
money and get houses built.

He told The Oban Times:
‘While we are desperately 
trying to put together a pro-
gramme for the next fi nancial 

Affordable
homes plans
in jeopardy

Grants cut puts projects at risk

GLENCOE ski centre has 
been put on the market in the 
hope a new owner will pro-
vide money for ambitious de-
velopment plans.

It has enjoyed a fairly suc-
cessful season, but Glencoe 
Mountain chairman and main 
shareholder David Campbell 
has decided it is time for a big 
investor to step in.

The ski centre, rescued from 
bankruptcy last year, has 
plans to rival Nevis Range by 
installing a gondola system 
and double visitor numbers to 
50,000.

Speaking on behalf of share-
holders, Mr Campbell said: 

‘The business is operating 
smoothly and there are good 
people in all the key positions. 
What is needed now is a new 
investors or owners. With 
ambition and drive they can 
take the resort forward over 
the next decade. The building 
blocks are all in place.

‘I have been here for fi ve 
years and we have brought 
the place from closure to a 
seven day a week operation. 
Now it’s up to somebody else 
to take the place forward.

‘It’s been hard work. It’s 
been taking up all my time 
and I can’t keep doing this. 
I’m based in Glasgow and 

that means a lot of driving. If 
you are up there every week-
end you are away from your 
family a lot. Also my folks are 
in North Tolsta on Lewis, so 
that’s another aspect.

‘I would back anybody keen 
on seeing the place getting 
better – even if it meant ac-
cepting a lower offer.’

Highlands and Islands En-
terprise is already aware pub-
lic sector funding could be 
requested in any revamp.

Robert Muir, HIE area man-
ager, said: ‘The sale of Glen-
coe Ski Centre is a great op-
portunity for an investor or 
investors to take part in the 

development of the centre as 
an year-round destination for 
outdoor activities. 

‘Highlands and Islands En-
terprise is a key player in pro-
viding support to ensure the 
continued success and growth 
of the ski centre.’

Resort manager Bobby 
Munro said: ‘We are looking 
towards more summer facili-
ties, mountain bike tracks, ac-
commodation and the like. 
We have a lot of plans.’

Glencoe Ski Centre employs 
28 seasonal and 10 full time 
staff. Expressions of interest 
are being sought via e-mail 
by March 31. 

Glencoe ski centre put up for sale

Winning young writer Stuart MacArthur of Invergarry Primary School with classmates, from left, 
Callie Rodgers, Rhian Dempster, Taylor Rodgers, Ruth Stewart, Megan Stewart and Fergus Fraser, 

who were all commended in the competition. f12stuart01

LOCHABER children have ex-
celled in the 2009 John Muir Trust 
Wild Writing competition at the 
Fort William Mountain Festival.

Budding young writers submit-
ted entries to a ‘very high’ standard 
following a series of workshops 
for teachers from the Scottish Po-
etry Library and lesson plans from 

the John Muir Trust and the Nevis 
Partnership, said organiser Alison 
Austin.

Congratulations go to the fol-
lowing pupils:  English category, 
P1-3: 1, Stuart McArthur, In-
vergarry Primary;  2, Ailsa 
MacDonald, Spean Bridge Pri-
mary; 3, Jamie Edmondson, Ar-

dgour Primary. P4-7: 1, Thomas 
Rae, Strontian Primary; 2, Fiona 
Gilmour, Mallaig Primary; 3, 
James Dunn, Strontian Primary.
Gaelic category: 1, Eilidh Jenny 
McArthur; 2, Eilidh MacLellan, 
3 equal, Ben Campbell and Lewis 
Macrae, all Roinn Sgoil a Gaidh-
lig a Ghearrasdan. 

WESTERN Isles Council is to run a semi-
nar later this spring for local fi rms to help 
them win council contracts for goods and 
services.

The move is the latest strand of the Com-
hairle’s Keep Trade Local campaign to 
sustain the Outer Hebrides economy dur-
ing the recession, which has seen hundreds 
of local jobs lost in the fi sh processing and 
construction sectors alone. 

The Comhairle and its community plan-
ning partners have already brought for-
ward capital projects to keep construction 
fi rms ticking over.

Initiative
The Keep Trade Local drive follows busi-

ness seminars hosted by the Comhairle in 
Stornoway and Balivanich earlier this year, 
which identifi ed a ‘buy-local’ initiative as 
one way of halting ‘leakage’ to mainland 
businesses or the internet.

Chairman of sustainable development, 
Archie Campbell said: ‘As well as helping 
to sustain the economy by buying locally, 
there are clear benefi ts for shoppers. 

‘Perhaps surprisingly, local shops in gen-
eral are actually not more expensive than 
online businesses or mainland shops.’

All local fi rms are being urged to add 
their details onto a local free on-line direc-
tory of businesses based in the Outer Heb-
rides, www.businesshebrides.co.uk.

High standard in school writing competition

Firms helped
to win council
contracts

EXCLUSIVE
by STEPHEN NORRIS

year – we have been unable to 
accept any new offers of grant 
this year – this is proving ex-
tremely diffi cult to achieve. 

‘The rental income for each 
house does not even cover re-
payments, far less cover our 
own management and main-
tenance costs.

‘In addition, the conditions 
being attached to potential 
loans by banks are extremely 
onerous and involve surren-
dering additional security.

‘We want to build 22 houses 
at the Newco and old fi re sta-
tion site at Claggan, but the 
lenders say the 22 houses are 
not enough security and that 
the value of the property does 
not cover the loan.

‘We either have to give 
them cash from our reserves 
to reduce the amount of bor-
rowing, or give up additional 
properties as security.

‘For every three properties 
that we build, we would have 
to fi nd another house which 
we have no borrowings on to 
put into the pot. That means 
for Claggan we would have 
to fi nd another seven houses 
from our stock as security 
which we have no borrowings 
on. That is very expensive 
and apart from that we need 
that security to attract funding 
down the line for our mainte-
nance programmes.’

Mr Allan said government 
had only partially restored 

grant recently removed. 
‘They have only cut back by 
50 per cent,’ he said. ‘This 
obviously means we have to 
borrow more in an extremely 
unfriendly fi nancial environ-
ment.’

Schemes are Arisaig, 
Heathercroft Phase 1 in Fort 
William, Glenacross Farm at 
Morar and at the former Ach-
aracle Primary School are go-
ing ahead, but 21 homes at 
Claggan and 16 at Lochyside 
will not be built if the money 
situation is not eased.

Three Highland housing as-
sociations, LHA, Lochalsh 
and Skye, and Pentland are 
to meet further with Highland 
Council leader Michael Fox-
ley, Mr Allan said.

He added: ‘This is all hap-
pening at a time when the as-
sociation has the potential to 
deliver on sites in numbers 
that have never before been 
possible.

‘At Heathercroft we have 
plans for 150 units over time 
and at the Blar there is poten-
tial for 100 more. 

‘We just need our grant lev-
els restored to the level they 
were less than a year ago.’

Housing minister Alex Neil 
told The Oban Times next 
year’s £32.1m funding for 
the Highlands would make 
‘a huge difference for many 
people and their families to 
get decent homes that they 
can afford’. He added: ‘We 
are working with Lochaber 
Housing Association on the 
issues they have raised.’

THERE is ‘overwhelming 
sadness’ on South Uist fol-
lowing the discovery of the 
body of Simon MacMillan, 
according to a local priest.

Father Michael MacDonald, 
vice chairman of Stòras Uib-
hist and colleague of Mr Mac-
Millan’s father Angus, Stòras 
chairman, spoke of the com-
munity’s unstinting efforts 
to fi nd the 21 year old, miss-
ing since leaving a minibus 
two miles from his Ardmore 
home early on Boxing Day 
morning.

The discovery ended weeks 
of organised searching by lo-
cals, weeks after police ended 
their efforts to trace Mr Mac-
Millan.

A party of fi ve women, in-
cluding two of Mr MacMil-
lan’s aunts, found Mr Mac-
Millan’s remains on Sunday 
morning on the shores of Loch 
Bee, a huge area of brackish 
fresh water connected to the 
sea by a narrow channel at 
high tide.

Services for Mr MacMillan 
were held at St Michael’s at 
Ardkenneth, Iochdar and St 
Peter’s in Daliburgh on Mon-
day evening.

A post mortem will be car-
ried out and a report sent to 
the procurator fi scal.

Body of
missing
man found

Trust takes
aerial view
SLEAT Community Trust 
Forestry Group members have 
taken to the air to view wood-
land they have expressed an 
interest in purchasing.

Members fl ew over the 
1,080-acre forest by helicop-
ter to view how the woodland 
could be utilised for commu-
nity benefi t. Road access to 
the land-locked forest is prac-
tically non-existent. 
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Delight as forestry leasing plan axed
HUNDREDS of forestry 
workers across Argyll and 
the Highlands are delighted 
after the Scottish government 
abandoned plans to lease pub-
licly-owned forests to private 
companies.

Environmentalists and po-
litical opponents also wel-
comed the news.

Environment minister Rose-
anna Cunningham confi rmed 
last week that the proposal to 
lease parts of Scotland’s for-
ests, which included almost 
all of Argyll’s woodlands, 
would not happen.

Her predecessor Mike Rus-
sell had hoped the plan for 
a 75-year-lease of forests 
would raise £200 million to 
boost planting rates and help 
meet tough carbon emission 
targets.

Roy Laird, a Forestry Com-

mission Union representative 
in Lochgilphead, said: ‘We 
can now all look forward to a 
brighter future with the com-
mission and working in part-
nership with the community.

‘I’d like to thank the public 
for all their strong support 
over the past few months.’

Dan Convery, of the Dal-
riada Branch of the SNP, who 
fi ercely opposed the plans, 
said: ‘I’m delighted that pres-
sure from the low level Scot-
tish National Party has been 
successful in getting the Scot-
tish government to alter its at-
titude to the whole question.’

Ms Cunningham said: ‘Ar-
gyll’s national forests are 
vital to its infrastructure and 
contribute signifi cantly to the 
economic, social and environ-
mental aspects of the region. 

 ‘Forest leasing was an in-

novative idea – but for many 
it was also a controversial 
one. That’s fi ne, a consulta-
tion is there to get views so 
that we can collectively come 
to a decision that works best. 
After serious consideration, I 
decided to rule out the leasing 
option. Instead, we will move 
on and fi nd different ways to 
fund woodland creation for 
climate change.’ 

Victory 
Alan Reid, Liberal Demo-

crat MP for Argyll and Bute, 
said: ‘This is a tremendous 
victory for the community in 
Argyll and Bute which had 
strongly opposed the SNP 
plans to sell our forests.

 ‘The SNP only abandoned 
these plans after they realised 
that they couldn’t get their 
sell-off plans through the 
Scottish parliament.’

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor said: ‘Hav-
ing attended the packed for-
estry public meeting in the 
community centre in Loch-
gilphead in Argyll earlier this 
year, I believe this to be the 
right decision.’

Director of Conservation for 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust, 
Jonny Hughes, said: ‘This de-
cision is right for the security 
of our forests and the wildlife 
that can thrive within them.’

Prospect, the union for spe-
cialist staff in the Forestry 
Commission, also  welcomed 
the announcement. Prospect’s 
National Secretary, Anne 
Douglas, said: ‘These propos-
als were likely to result in the 
loss of several hundred good 
quality jobs in some of Scot-
land’s remotest rural areas.’

Ballachulish Community 

Council was one of many in 
the West Highlands to ex-
press concern about Mr Rus-
sell’s plans.

Chairman Mel MacAskill 
told The Oban Times: ‘We are 
very happy about the decision 
to scrap this. We put a letter 
in during the consultation be-
cause the idea to us appeared 
to be bad news.

 ‘It shows the government 
is listening and is prepared 
to make a u-turn – not all u-
turns are a bad thing.’

Danny Alexander, MP for 
Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch 
and Strathspey said: ‘Scot-
land’s forests provide vital 
employment in communities 
across the Highlands. As well 
as jobs, this campaign was 
about protecting vital leisure 
facilities and public ameni-
ties.’

A BUSINESSMAN at the 
forefront of tidying up Oban 
is in trouble with planners for 
replacing tatty signs with new 
ones.

Neil McLauchlan, manag-
ing director of Dunstaffnage 
Marina, said last week that 
planning red tape was cost-
ing his business and the town 
money. Just days after one 
planning order standing in the 
way of the marina’s develop-
ment was lifted, another no-
tice was served by planners.  
Yet, the signage which caused 
them concern was erected fi ve 
months ago. 

Mr McLauchlan said: ‘I got 
the last breach of condition 
removed on Friday; I got a 

Neil McLauchlan is disappointed planners objected to new 
signs fi ve months after they were put up. t12mar01

new one served on Tuesday.
‘The old signs have been 

there for 12 years. They were 
looking pretty decrepit and 
we placed the new ones with 
the help of Transport Scotland 
offi cials.’

Consent
Planners believe he broke 

regulations on the control of 
advertisements by not seeking 
consent for the new design. 

 He said: ‘I’m surprised they 
have the time and the energy 
to do this, when they should 

perhaps be supporting busi-
nesses.’ Mr McLauchlan 
added it would once again 
postpone his plans to add 70 
berths to the marina, bringing 
new visitors and investment 
into Oban. 

Mr McLauchlan, who is 
chairman of Oban Forward, 
a coalition of businessmen 
seeking to improve the town’s 
image, said steps like improv-
ing signs would make the 
town more attractive to resi-
dents and visitors. 

Marina
despair at 
sign hitch
By CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

• Do you have a story?
Call The Oban Times

reporters on
01631-568000

COMPETITION

Categories
• People & Places
• Scenic Views
• Events

We are looking for 
your favourite holiday 
photographs from 
around the West Coast

If chosen your photograph will be 
published in one of our publications 
and you will be entered into a draw 
to win one of 3 Digital Cameras

By submitting your photographs you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd may publish your 
photograph, on more than one occasion, in any of it’s publications. To be eligible for the prize 
draw your photograph must be taken locally and fall into one of the specifi ed categories. 
Normal Oban Times’ rules apply. The editor’s decision is fi nal.

Name ....................................................................................

Address ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Category ...............................................................................
Please send all entries to The Oban Times PO Box 1, Oban Argyll PA34 4HB

or email your entries to editor@obantimes.co.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHIC

WIN
one of 3 fantastic 

DIGITAL CAMERAS

www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASHCASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser

your ad will also 
appear online at

www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

 private classifi eds 
page or visit the 

website and input 
your details there
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Open day 
looks at
open spaces

Oban piper in
anthem fi nal

Pair deny
thefts A MAN suffered broken ribs 

after being assaulted by a col-
league at a work golf outing in 
Oban.

The incident happened after 
a tournament for staff of the 
Northern Lighthouse Board at 
Glencruitten Golf Course on 
August 22 last year. 

At Oban Sheriff Court last 

week, John Duncan Gibson of 
10D Colonsay Terrace, Oban, 
who was a temporary employee 
with the board, denied assault-
ing Lindsay Wilson, a safety of-
fi cer. 

A trial heard that after a bois-
terous day on the course, around 
30 employees retired to the club-
house for food and drinks. 

Mr Wilson said during the 
evening Gibson attacked him 
without reason.

He said: ‘On my way out of 
the toilet, he grabbed me around 
the neck and started banging my 
head against the wall.’ 

Another man pulled Gibson 
away. 

Mr Wilson said he was left 

with fractured ribs, a torn car-
tilage and bruising to his back 
and head. He was treated in 
Oban Hospital.

Drinking
Asked if he had been drink-

ing, Gibson said he had ‘maybe 
one or two drinks at every hole’. 
He added he could not clearly 
remember the exchange but be-

lieved he was struck fi rst and 
acted in self-defence.

He said: ‘I have never know-
ingly in my life attacked a man.’ 
The 32 year old lost his job after 
an inquiry by the NLB. 

Sheriff Douglas Small found 
Gibson guilty of the assault and 
deferred sentence until March 
31 for background reports. 

Man suffers broken ribs in assault at work golf outing 

MEMBERS of Oban Camera Club heard last 
week from a Dumfries woman who had enrolled 
on a photography course after taking early retire-
ment.

Members turned out at the Regent Hotel, Oban 
to see a presentation by Margaret Elliot, a mem-
ber of Dumfries Camera Club. 

After being introduced by vice-president Jim 
Kirkpatrick, Margaret said that after taking early 
retirement and selling her hairdressing and beau-
tician’s business, she enrolled on an HND course 
on photography. 

Jim said: ‘Margaret then took members on a 
tour of the river valleys around Dumfries show-
ing some very nice images of the area. She was 
thanked by Peter Cleave.’ 

❒   ❒   ❒

Holding one of the Arctic buoys is Dr Jeremy Wilkinson joined by Leanne Morrison, 
Emily and Ellis Hunter, Ewan and Claire MacPherson, Erin McIntyre, Matthew Moore 

and Lucas and Anya Gritten. t11sams03

A COMPETITION held at 
Dunstaffnage saw children 
vying to name a buoy which 
is being sent to the Arctic Cir-
cle.

Children and adults from all 
over Argyll came along to an 
open day at the Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science 
(SAMS). Children were given 

the opportunity to name one 
of six buoys that will be sent 
to the polar ice cap to monitor 
any movement of the sea.

A spokeswoman explained: 
‘The ice is important because 
it cools down the temperature 
on the planet.

‘The six buoys are the first 
of their kind to send informa-

tion back to the centre here in 
Oban.

‘The winners of the naming 
competition will be able to 
track the devices on Google 
Earth.’

A wide range of stalls and 
activities explained the work 
of the Scottish centre of ex-
cellence.

Buoy, it’s a lot of fun at SAMS!

Let’s
clean up
this town
Push is on to boost tourism
COUNCILLORS and town busi-
nesses are determined to knock 
Oban into shape before the arrival 
of Easter tourists.

They have come up with a 12-point 
plan aimed at transforming Oban 
and Lorn from a ‘grey and down on 
its heel gateway-to-somewhere-else’ 
to a prime holiday destination. 

A joint meeting between Argyll 
and Bute councillors and four busi-
ness representatives was held on 
Monday afternoon. 

The group named Oban Forward
has already identified projects to im-
prove the town for visitors.

The eight-strong working party 
was chosen from more than 100 
people who attended a Kick Start for 
Oban tourism meeting in the Gath-
ering Halls last week.

Realistic
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, the 

driving force behind the meeting, 
wants to set realistic goals to im-
prove the look and presentation of 
the town before Easter.

‘We need to get positive changes 
into place as quickly as possible to 
ensure we are presenting our town 
in the best light for 2009.

‘If shops are empty, let’s see if 
there is anything we can do to make 
them look better or make them into 
promotional shops for The Mod and 
the Camanachd Cup. 

‘I would like to see Oban as a place 
that people come to spend their holi-
day, not just as a gateway to some-
where else.’

One early improvement could be 
large road signage for Oban, brand-
ing it as The Seafood Capital or The 
Water Sports Capital.

Paul Sloane, a member of the 
group and owner of Cuan Mor res-
taurant, said: ‘This a great opportu-
nity to tidy up the town. Oban and 
Lorn Tourist Association members 
have regularly paid out of our own 
pockets to tidy up the Esplanade and 
have flowers planted.

‘The fact councillors are taking 
steps to support the tourist industry 
in the town is fantastic.

‘There are businesses in the town 
that are letting the rest of us down. 
There is no need for any manager in 
town not to take pride in how their 
store looks outside.

‘If we all work together we can 
show Oban off to its best.

‘Oban is a brilliant town with so 
much to offer, but we cannot take 
our foot off the gas. This year will 
be a make or break time for tourism. 
Oban should be on the agenda for 
any tourist to the country.’

The group are planning measures 
costing in the region of £20,000 
including floral baskets, Victoriana 
lampposts around the bay, 25 new 
seating benches, regular pressure 
washing and Oban arrival signs.

Councillors stressed there is no 
allocated budget for the plans but 
were willing to look at what money 
could be made available from other 
budgets.

By LOUISE GLEN-LEE

TWO Oban men have denied 
breaking into a fl at in the town 
and stealing money, a mobile 
phone, alcohol and a remote 
control.

Donnie Lopez, of 14 So-
roba Road, and Duncan Rich-
ard McWhirter, of 3A Castle 
Road, faced the charges when 
they appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week. 

It is alleged they broke into 
the flat at Craig an Airm on 
March 7. Trial was set for 
April 6. 

Youth struck
shop assistant
A YOUTH has been found 
guilty of punching an Oban 
shop assistant and breaching 
the peace when he returned 
the next day to apologise. 

Charles Anthony Smith, 
aged 18, formerly of Innellan 
by Dunoon and now living in 
Greenock, denied both charg-
es when he appeared from 
custody at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week. 

Smith was found guilty of 
assaulting the female assist-
ant at Soroba Shop on Mc-
Caig Road on July 13 last 
year. Sheriff Douglas Small 
deferred sentence until March 
31 for reports. 

A DUNBEG woman who threat-
ened her husband and brandished a 
knife just days after their wedding 
day found herself in Oban Sheriff 
Court last week. 

Danielle Turner admitted breach-
ing the peace on December 18 last 
year when she threatened her hus-
band, Daniel, with violence as well 
as punching, kicking and striking 

the bedroom door behind which he 
was hiding. 

Mr Turner had left their home at 
25 Castle Road, Dunbeg to buy al-
cohol. After he returned later than 
expected, having called on a col-
league, his wife became angry and 
began drinking heavily. 

Procurator fiscal Justin Farrell 
said when argument developed, 

she said she was going to leave 
and her husband retreated upstairs 
to a bedroom, shutting the door. 

He added she had followed him 
and ‘kicked the door off its hinges. 
At that point, Daniel Turner no-
ticed she had a knife. He believed 
that the intention was to use the 
knife on him.’ 

The 23-year-old woman told the 

police she planned to use the knife 
to remove the door and not to at-
tack her husband.

Her defence agent said she was 
horrified by the incident and the 
couple’s home life was much im-
proved.

Sheriff Douglas Small deferred 
sentence until September for good 
behaviour. 

Woman brandished a knife at her new husband

AN OPEN day is being held 
in Oban’s Corran Halls to dis-
play the results of a survey on 
the town’s open spaces.

The event will runs from 
noon till 8pm in the McCaig 
Suite in the Corran Halls on 
March 25.

Visitors will have the 
chance to meet the consult-
ants and most importantly to
share views on parks, play 
areas, sports fields, recrea-
tion and amenity areas around 
Oban.

AN OBAN piper was a recent 
fi nalist in a competition to 
choose a new anthem for East 
Lothian.

Donald MacFarlane wrote 
‘East Lothian Homecoming’ 
for the competition which 
was judged by top pipers Gary 
West and Rob MacKillop.

Winner of the competition 
was Bruce Thomson from 
Crieff with his tune, ‘The 
Haddington Turnpike’.

School sets
itself £30,000
target
PARENTS at Oban High 
School are hoping to raise 
£30,000 for computer equip-
ment.

The idea is to have a full set 
of laptops all contained within 
a moveable trolley which can 
be taken to classrooms that 
do not have a full set of com-
puters. The project is called 
Classroom in a Box.

Head teacher Peter Bain 
said: ‘The additional comput-
ers are to provide an enhanced 
facility across many depart-
ment to make sure Oban High 
remains an educational estab-
lishment of renown.

‘Thanks to the enthusiastic 
support of our parents, our 
local community and Argyll 
and Bute Council I believe 
that we will be able to deliver 
a level of education for all our 
pupils which is fi t for the 21st

century.’
The schools fi rst fundraiser 

will be the collection of old 
mobile phones. Phones, in any 
state of repair, can be handed 
in at the reception area at the 
school. For every phone col-
lected the school will receive 
£2.50. A car boot sale will be 
held between 10am and 3pm 
on Sunday March 29. 

Pictured from left are young entrepreneurs Eilidh Macinnes, Ross 
Angell and Iain Duncan with musician and broadcaster Mary 

Ann Kennedy. t12youth01

SOME OF Argyll’s most success-
ful entrepreneurs were in Oban this 
week to celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of the Prince’s Scottish Youth 
Business Trust (PSYBT).

More than 300 businesses have 
been assisted in Argyll since 1989 
and chief executive, Mark Strud-
wick, joined regional chairman 
Murdo MacLeod, of Lochgilp-
head-based M and K MacLeod at 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
along with several young business-
men and woman who have gained 
success over the past few years.

Speakers
Guest speakers at the event includ-

ed musician and broadcaster, Mary 
Ann Kennedy, Angus MacPhail, 
who founded Skipinnish Records, 
and Pauline Foster, who set up Pure 
Shores PR in Oban last year.

Eilidh Macinnes began her busi-
ness, Something Special, in Oban 
in 1995 from a small side-street 
shop before moving in 2004 to 
Oban’s main shopping centre in 
George Street.

Eilidh said: ‘The main thing for 
me was the low interest loan, that 
was so beneficial. I was able to buy 
up stock and set up the business. 

The PSYBT was very good and 
Donald Melville used to come to 
the shop and showed an interest in 
the business.’

Nicola Kelsey started her land-
scape photography business, NK 
Photography, last year in Oban 
and in her first year won an award 

for her commercial awareness.
Twenty-year-old Iain Duncan, 

who started ICD Trees in Tarbert 
in August 2008 and offers tree 
surgery and felling services, said: 
‘It’s not too much about the mon-
ey but afterwards and the advice 
they give.’

Ross Angell, a qualified cabinet 
marker, started Angell Antique 
Artisan in 2007.

Specialised
With the help of PSYBT Ross 

invested in more specialised tools 
and transport enabling him to take 
on larger scale work.

Ross said that business was now 
coming in thick and fast.

‘Business has been really steady,’ 
he said. ‘I’m getting bigger jobs 
and branching out and now hold a 
bigger stock.’

PSYBT Argyll chairman, Murdo 
MacLeod, said: ‘Having been the 
regional chairman for nearly 17 
years, I have had the privilege of 
meeting many of the clients we 
have supported and I am still im-
pressed by their enthusiasm and 
determination in setting up their 
own business.’

Young entrepreneurs celebrate 20 years of trust success

ENNSTONE Thistle, the aggregate 
company which employs around 
100 people in quarries in the west 
Highlands, has been sold by its 
American parent company.

Ennstone plc announced that 
Ennstone Thistle, which as recent-
ly as September 2008 invested £2 
million in a new asphalt plant at 
Bonawe, was sold to a new com-
pany, Breedon Holdings, headed 
by Ennstone founder Vaughan 
MacLeod, along with Ennstone’s 

operations in the English Midlands 
and Poland.

Ennstone says the sale will safe-
guard 1,000 jobs, including 100 
positions in quarries at Bonawe, 
Furnace, Dunbeg and Benderloch 
in Argyll and Banavie in Fort Wil-
liam.

Administration
Ennstone, which is in administra-

tion, has also had its listing on the 
London stock exchange cancelled.

A statement from the Ennstone 

board said that the present eco-
nomic conditions had prevented it 
from raising the money it needed to 
resolve its financial problems.

Ennstone spokesman Mark Gar-
raway said: ‘This is a significant 
change. The new company is con-
trolled by the banks but Vaughan 
MacLeod remains as chief execu-
tive.

‘The company has made it clear 
that the jobs in the west Highlands 
have been secured.’

Argyll jobs safe, says Ennstone

THERE was a large turnout of members of the 
Argyll Member’s Group of the National Trust 
for Scotland at Loch Fyne Hotel, Inveraray on 
March 7.

The speaker was Mary Sandilands who told 
tales of her travels around the world illustrated 
by some excellent pictures. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed her amusing talk.

Members were stunned and dismayed to hear 
that the Trust was proposing to close Arduaine 
Gardens and agreed to protest at this decision by, 
in the first instance, writing to the NTS chair-
man.

THE LORN Garden Club met on March 10 at the 
Lorn Resource Centre, Soroba Road. 

A large gathering of members listened to a 
fascinating and humorous talk given by Louise 
Bustard, assistant curator in charge of education, 
at Glasgow Botanic Garden. Members were not 
only treated to a colourful array of slides extol-
ling the wonderful gardens and glasshouses open 
to the public, but also photographs showing an 
amazing variety of plants on show all year round; 
the garden is even open on Christmas Day! 

Botanic collections grown on the site, range 
from the primeval-looking tree ferns to flamboy-
ant orchids, to the children’s favourite – spine 
tingling insectivorous plants. An arboretum and 
the River Kelvin are also part of the gardens. 

Louise also explained the ideas behind the de-
velopment of other areas, including a new herb 
garden. This collection of plants is grown for in-
forming visitors of the many intriguing and es-
sential benefits of plants to man. 

The Lorn Garden Club will meet for a walk 
around Arduaine Gardens, Saturday and pos-
sibly Sunday, March 21 and 22. Please contact 
club secretary for further information and future 
meetings on 01852 300563

❒   ❒   ❒

AN OBAN man who shouted and 
swore at his wife and son in the 
family home was fi ned £180 last 
week for a breach of the peace. 

At Oban Sheriff Court, Allan 
Gillies, aged 54, of 3 Ardtornish 
Place, Oban, also admitted try-
ing to overturn the kitchen table 
on December 22 last year.

Breach of the
peace man
fi ned £180

A NEW non-executive chairman of 
Aquapharm Biodiversity at Dun-
staffnage, near Oban, has been ap-
pointed. Steve Harris will take over 
from Ron James who is retiring.

Mr Harris has more than 40 years 
experience in the pharmaceutical 
and biotech industry and will guide 
and contribute to the development 
of the company.

Sandy McDougall has also been 

appointed as chief fi nancial offi cer 
of the company.

Dr Andrew Mearns Spragg, chief 
executive of Aquapharm, said: ‘We 
would like to thank Ron for his 
highly valued contribution. Over 
the past six years under his guid-
ance, the company has progressed 
signifi cantly and we now stand in a 
good position to welcome Steve and 
Sandy.’

New chairman at Aquapharm

• Do you have 
a story for The
Oban Times?

Call our
 reporters on

01631-568000

scottish commission for
the regulation of care

Improving care in Scotland

Are you choosing or 
using a care service?
How do you know it’s any good?

The Care Commission inspects 
every registered care service in 
Scotland and whether it’s a care 
home, nursery, childminder or care 
in the home, they publish every 
inspection report on their website 
– reports that now grade every 
service.

So to find out more about the 
service you’re interested in, and its 
grading visit 

carecommission.com
or call 

0845 603 0890
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Carpet Services
OBAN

Top Quality Carpets !
Unbeatable Choice !

The Best Service !

 Bringing the best fl oor 
coverings to 

The Loch Melfort Hotel

Tel: 01631 563684
Email: carpetservoban@

btconnect.com

Inverarity Vaults Ltd 
is a family owned business with a 
strong commitment to professional 
excellence in sourcing, supplying 
and delivering fine wines from 
around the world.

We’re delighted and honoured to 
gain the award as U.K. Restaurant 
Wine Supplier of the Year. 

In short, we go the extra mile for 
our clients. That’s the difference. 
That’s Inverarity.

Wishing The Loch Melfort 
Hotel every success

Web-site: inverarity-vaults.com
Tel: 01899 308 000
Fax: 01899 308 011

EXCITEMENT is in the air as visitors approach 
the newly refurbished 25-roomed Loch Melfort 
Hotel – something is happening here that is very 
special. 

Set in the hillside above Loch Melfort overlooking 
the harbour at Craobh Haven and beyond to the 
islands of Shuna, Luing, Scarba, towards Knapdale 
and the Paps of Jura, there is more than the view to 
please the eye.

Rachel and Calum Ross have transformed what was 
a rather tired building into a luxury, fresh, contem-
porary Scottish country hotel using Scottish fab-
rics and local designers. Rachel says that she also 
took advice from the invaluable local tradesmen and 
women who helped the couple with their project.

Th e bistro, for example, has been completely refur-
bished and renamed Chartroom II, an update on its 
original name. Th ey have had bespoke blinds made 
with charts and maps of the surrounding area.

Th e popular bistro will continue to serve a wide 
range of food for lunch, teas and evening meals all 
year round – both contemporary and traditional, 
yet only a 25-minute drive from Oban – no reser-
vations required. A popular Scottish music night 
is held on the fi rst and third Friday of the month, 
encouraging locals to bring their instruments in and 
sing or just come and listen.

Langoustines, lobster and crab are landed at the 
beach next to the hotel by local fi sherman Nick 
Milton and these are complemented by more tradi-
tional homemade Scottish fayre such as mince and 
tatties and local haddock and chips – a menu to suit 
every budget. Ask for a coff ee and you’ll get the fi n-
est homemade tablet you will ever taste. Children 
are welcome, with high chairs and toys provided, as 
well as kids meals.

Th e elegant AA 2 Rosette Arduaine Restaurant is 
open daily for dinner between 7 and 9pm –reserva-
tions required - for a high quality dining experience, 
with the kitchen headed up by talented head chef 
Matt Mitchell from Kilmelford. A new private din-
ing and meeting room is also available in the old 
wood panelled library for parties of up to 14 peo-
ple.

In the grounds are the beginnings of what will 
prove to be a small stock farm. Two black Highland 
cows will soon be jostling with hens and ducks on 

the nearby pond. With a children’s play park arriving 
in April there is plenty for both kids and adults to 
admire.

Rachel said: ‘Th e cows are only the beginning, we 
want to understand the heritage of all the products 
we are serving to our customers. Th e ethos of our 
hotel is knowing we have the best quality products 
alongside the highest level of sustainability possible. 

‘We are aiming to be the greenest hotel on the West 
Coast mainland within the next few years’. 

Th e couple, who both have plenty of hospitality ex-
perience, have guest satisfaction at the heart of what 
they do in Loch Melfort Hotel, providing top class 
service within a warm and friendly family run hotel 
environment.

Calum, aged 44, from Glasgow, has taken fi shing hol-
idays in Scammadale Glen since he was a child, with 
his grandparents hailing from Lochgilphead.  Th e 
couple, who were working for a large food organiza-
tion in Brazil prior to taking over the hotel, could not 
believe that the perfect hotel location would come 
onto the market just as they decided to invest and 
put down roots in a place they both see as home.

Despite the challenges of transforming the hotel 
in such a short space of time, Calum and Rachel 
are both looking forward to their next big project 
– marketing the hotel as a stunning wedding venue. 
With breathtaking views and a capacity of up to 
100 guests in the dining room, or 150 on the lawn 
in a marquee, this news is sure to be received with 
excitement by newly engaged couples. Indeed the 
fi rst locals are getting married there in May, arriving 
by boat at the shore to the sounds of a piper and 
spending the night in the spectacular honeymoon 
suite.

Th ere is so much that delights the eye at this coun-
try hotel; simple walks along the coast, smooth rich 
coff ee with a slice of tablet, feeding the cows or just 
absorbing the view in front of the fi re -take a drive 
out to Loch Melfort Hotel to see it for yourself.

Loch Melfort Hotel & Restaurant

Expressions
by Sharon Pirie

• Made to measure soft furnishings

• Bridal designs and corsetry

• Dressmaking and alterations

Sharon wishes Calum, Rachel and 
their team a prosperous future.

Tel: 07732 805 996

Amelia Inglis of
 Raera, Kilninve

r

Patrick Cadzow of Duachy, Kilninverwith Tooti Cadzow of Luing and CharlesStruthers of Ardmady Castle

Loch Melfort Hotel re-launched its bistro with 
a champagne and canapé party held in luxurious 

surroundings in Arduane near Kilmelford.

Owners Rachel and Calum Ross were on hand 
to meet friends old and new and show off  the 

recently refurbished hotel.

Jane and Fa
lcon Scott o

f 

Craobh Have
n with Chris

tine Robert
s

of Kilmelfor
d

Th e fi nest views on the West Coast

R.Hyslop & Son
Butchers

Wishing Loch 
Melfort Hotel

All the very best.

Pleased to supply 
the best quality 
meats and game.
Local Lamb and

Jura Pork available
Tarbert, Argyll

Tel: 01880 820252.
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Fergie’s FolkFergie’s Folk

by Fergie MacDonaldby Fergie MacDonald

WE CAN all refer to 
John Carmichael with the 
affectionate term ‘The 
Godfather of Scottish Dance 
Music’.

Anyone who has an interest 
in traditional music anywhere 
in the world will be aware of 
John’s music. The good thing, 
of course, is that he is as west 
coast inclined as one could 
possibly imagine. This does 
not happen by chance. 

On his father’s side we have 
the Carmichaels of Tiree. 
Then we have his wife Freena 
who is one of the famous 
MacFadyen piping family 
from Bunessan, Isle of Mull. 

Although John was brought 
up in Glasgow, it proved to be 
no obstacle to get roped into 
the music scene. You see, in 
the ’60s, there were ceilidhs 
and dances taking place in the 
city every night of the week. 

Bands and musicians had 
to be top line – John was top 
line and broke into the scene 
quickly. Having served his 
apprenticeship with bands 
like Andy MacColl, Lex 
Keith and Iain MacDonald’s 
Claymore Dance Band, he 
formed his own band when he 
was around 20. 

John’s command of music 
reached a standard where 
he was in such demand with 
other musicians that it took 
control of a period of his life. 

Apart from albums, 
television, radio and various 
other high profi le recordings, 
he toured the world with such 
illustrious names as Jimmy 
Shand, Iain Powrie, Jim 
Johnstone, Bobby MacLeod, 
Andrew Rankine, Calum 

John Carmichael 

THE 35th annual Lochaber 
Music Festival got off to 
a fi ne start last Friday and 
Saturday with 144 different 
performances of Scots 
traditional music from young 
musicians playing bagpipes, 
chanter, clarsach, fi ddle, 
accordion, piano and in folk 
groups.

The three adjudicators, 
Donald MacIntyre, piping, 
Rachel Hair, clarsach and folk 
groups, and Sarah Naylor, 

fi ddle, accordion and Scots 
piano, were impressed with 
the high standards, refl ected 
in the fact that 13 performers 
were given marks in the 
‘outstanding’ category - a 
mark of 90 or more.

The two days culminated 
in the Premier Scots 
Traditional Instrumental 
Award competition, contested 
by the top performer in each 
category: Carolyn McKee on 
bagpipes, Rebecca Hill on 
clarsach, Kirsty MacIntyre on 
fi ddle and Robert Robertson 
on Scots piano. 

Robert was also nominated 
for accordion. 

After four fi ne performances 
by these excellent players, 
Robert was announced as the 
winner of the trophy for a 
second year. 

Monday saw speech classes 
all day in Duncansburgh 
Hall and string classes in the 
evening at Lochaber High 
School.

A full programme of music 
and dancing classes on 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
completed the competitive 

elements ahead of tomorrow 
(Friday) evening’s Grand 
Festival Concert at Lochaber 
High School, when some of 
the best performances will 
feature.

The trophies will be 
presented at the end of the 
concert, which begins at 
7pm.

Results 
First, second and third place 
are given for each class. 
‘Outstanding’ performances,  
90+ marks, are shown with an 
asterisk * 
Chanter: Age 10 and Under: 
1 Meghan Rodger*; 2 Laura 
Paterson; 3 Kayleigh MacMillan. 
Age 12 and Under: 1 Sarah 
Clelland; 2 Rachel MacGillivray; 
3 Eilidh Moynihan.
Piping: Novice - March: 1 Lee-
Anne Russell; 2 Roslyn Oliver; 3 
Ewan MacQueen. Intermediate - 
March: 1 Leah Philip; 2 Kayleigh 
Graham; 3 Callum Mercer. Age 
15 and Under – March: 1 James 
Rosie*; 2 Andrew Hepburn*; 
3 Pamela Macleod. Age 15 and 
Under – Strathspey and Reel: 1 
Pamela MacLeod; 2 James Rosie; 
3 John Beagrie. Ages 16 to18 
– March, Strathspey and Reel: 1 

Carolyn McKee*; 2 Eileen Innes; 
3 Laura MacDonald. 1st Year 
Piobaireachd: 1 Leah Philip; 2 
Rebecca Robertson; 3 Callum 
Mercer. 2nd Year Piobaireachd: 
1 Sandy Cameron*; 2 
Laura MacDonald. 3rd Year 
Piobaireachd: 1 James Rosie; 
2 Andrew Hepburn; 3 Karla 
Marshall. Senior Piobaireachd: 1 
Carolyn McKee; 2 John Beagrie; 
3 Donnie MacDonald. Age 18 
and Under – Jig: 1 Carolyn 
McKee*; 2 Sandy Cameron*; 3 
James Rosie*. Bagpipe Quartet - 
18 Years and Under: 1 Lochaber 
Schools’ Pipe Band Quartet 
A*; 2 LSPB Quartet B; 3 LSPB 
Quartet C. 
Scots Violin Beginner/
Elementary: 1 Eilidh 
MacPherson; 2 Rachel Melrose; 
3 Anna Beradelli and Stacey 
MacGillivray. Intermediate: 1 
Kayleigh MacDonald*; 2 Hannah 
MacRae*; 3 Catherine Jones.

Advanced: 1 Kirsty 
MacIntyre*.
Accordion Beginners: 1 
Liam Stewart-Stevenson; 2 
Lewis Robertson. Elementary: 
1 Ruari Edmond; 2 Ronan 
Cameron; 3 Donald Livingstone. 
Intermediate: 1 Callum 
MacDonald; 2 Innes MacKintosh. 
Advanced: 1 Robert Robertson.

Isobel Tilling and Kerry Harkins, winners of their age 
group in the clarsach duets. f12music01

Scots Piano Primary: 1 Fergus 
Munro; 2 Ben Callans. Secondary: 
1 Robert Robertson*.
Clarsach Beginners: 1 Rebekah 
MacPherson; 2 Roslin Wilkinson; 
3 Jennifer MacPhee. Elementary: 
1 Heather MacBeath; 2 
Naimh Henderson; 3 Emma 
MacFatridge. Intermediate: 1 
Pippa Dempster; 2 Jessica Baker; 
3  Pieternel Baak. Advanced: 1 
Rebecca Hill.

Duets – Primary: 1 Charlie 
Phlemming and Kate Bradley; 
2 Katie MacLean and Kate 
Townsend. Duets - Secondary: 
1 Kerry Harkins and Isobel 
Tilling.
Folk Groups Age 13 and Under: 
1 Buidhinn Feis Lochaber; 2 
Ruby Tilling, Ciara MacDonald 
and Abigail Woods.
Premier Scots Traditional 
Music Award: Robert Robertson, 
piano.

Trophy winners:  Alec 
MacDonald Memorial Quaich, 
Robert Robertson; Elizabeth 
Findlay Memorial Trophy, 
Kirsty MacIntyre; Lydia Jackson 
Trophy, Rebecca Hill; Lochaber 
Cup for Chanter, Meghan Rodger; 
William MacLeod Trophy, Sarah 
Clelland; Kenny Nicholson 
Memorial Trophy, Lee-Anne 
Russell; David MacGregor Cup, 
Leah Philip; Archie Kennedy 
Memorial Trophy, James Rosie; 
Alexander MacDonald Cup, 
Pamela Macleod; James Grace 
Memorial Trophy, Carolyn 
McKee; Evan MacRae Trophy, 
Leah Philip; Lochaber Piping 
Society Trophy, Sandy Cameron; 
David MacGregor Trophy, James 
Rosie; John MacCallum Trophy, 
Carolyn McKee; Lochaber Pipe 
Band Trophy, Carolyn McKee; 
Alec MacDonald Memorial 
Trophy, Lochaber Schools’ Pipe 
Band Quartet A.

Robert Robertson, Premier 
Scots Traditional Award 

winner. f12music05

35th annual Lochaber Music Festival gets off to a fine start with 144 performances

Robert wins top traditional 
award for second year running

Kennedy, Andy Stewart and 
many more. Young accordion 
players of today emulate 
John’s style of play. It could 
be described as controlled, 
all-action Scottish traditional 
dance music. It’s got a lift to 
it. You can dance to John’s 
music. You see, he can give 
you a night of strict tempo 
Scottish country dancing, or 
a night of all-action, no holds 
barred ceilidh dance music. 
The majority of band leaders 
can excel at one or the other, 
but seldom at both. 

It is always a pleasure 
being in John Carmichael’s 
company. His wit and sense 
of humour are priceless. Mind 
you, I asked him the other day 
how he was getting on with 
the tuning and renovation of 
my Shand Moreno accordion. 

He said: ‘I’m just putting the 
fi nal touches to it.’ 

He has had it for four and a 
half years! 

He is so much ‘at home’ 
on stage that he makes the 
perfect compere.  John’s latest 
‘gong’ was being inducted 
into Scotland’s Traditional 
Music Hall of Fame last year 
in recognition of a lifetime at 
the very top. Well done John.

Hit parade
1 Paul McCallum, Echoes 
of the Bay. 2 Eddie Reader, 
Songs of Robert Burns.
3 Run Rig, Everything you 
See.
4 Blair Douglas, Stay Strong.
5 Duncan Chisholm, Farra.
5 Fergie, Live from 
Lochinver
5 Face the West, The Wishing 
Stone

Fish cull sparks stand-off
By STEPHEN NORRIS

A POWER company is facing a huge 
compensation claim after thousands of farmed 
salmon contaminated by diesel spilling into a 
South Uist sea loch had to be destroyed.

Fuel from onshore diesel tanks at the Scottish 
and Southern Energy South Uist power 
station leaked into Loch Carnan in November, 
tainting young stock at Loch Duart Ltd’s fi sh 
farm nearby. Since the incident LDL reared 
the salmon towards maturity, but recent taste 
tests and residue analysis confi rmed that the 
fi sh, which were not yet ready for sale, were 
contaminated. LDL then took the decision to 
cull the young salmon, a task completed over 
recent days. The move sparked a stand-off 

over need for a mass kill. LDL claims SSE 
blanked requests for ‘fi nancial reassurance’ 
on compensation, while SSE said it had been 
working with LDL to avoid a cull, which it 
described as ‘premature’. A spokesperson 
for SSE said the clean up operation had 
been successful and since then the company 
had taken ‘every possible step’ to reduce 
local environmental impacts. ‘We have been 
working very closely with the management 
team at Loch Duart to identify every possible 
solution and practical step to avoid any 
farmed fi sh being destroyed,’ she said. ‘We 
take our environmental responsibilities 
extremely seriously. The incident is still 
under investigation, so it is surprising and 

disappointing to hear that Mr Joy has decided 
to cull the fi sh stock prematurely.’

Loch Duart managing director Nick Joy 
said the episode was ‘crushingly sad’ and 
highlighted why radical action was required 
to maintain the company’s strong brand image 
in key markets. He told The Oban Times:
‘We have a residue of diesel in our fi sh, full 
stop. Back in 1990 one bottle of Perrier water 
entering the US was found to contain a trace 
of diesel. By 1992 Perrier’s world sales had 
fallen by one half and the company was close 
to bankruptcy. I will leave you to draw your 
own conclusions.’ 

Mr Joy said the spillage ‘would affect the 
lives of all of our staff, our customers and our 

suppliers for the coming year’adding ‘every 
step necessary’ would be taken to ensure the 
episode had no impact on the future success 
of the company. ‘Whilst there have been good 
relations with SSE employees on the ground 
in trying to minimise the effects of the diesel 
on our fi sh, there has as yet been no signifi cant 
response from SSE to any of our approaches 
for fi nancial reassurance about compensation 
to us for this spill and the action we are 
having to take,’ he said. ‘We are disappointed 
that a company that lauds its environmental 
approach appears to be slow to deal with the 
consequences of this episode. We continue 
to hope that SSE will acknowledge the 
recompense due to us.’

TERM TIME ONLY

HIGHLAND DANCE
Monday 4.15 to 5pm 3 - 6 yrs

MUSIC & MOVEMENT
Tuesday 4.15 to 5pm 4yrs & P1 - P3

BALLET
Wed 4.15 to 5pm S1 to S6

TAP DANCING
Tuesday 5 to 6pm S3 to S6

HIP HOP
Wed 4 to 4.55pm P4 to P7

STREET JAZZ
Wed 5 to 6pm P7 to S2

JAZZ DANCE
Wed 5 to 6pm P5 to S1
Thur 4 to 4.55pm P2 to P7

MUSIC & CHOREOGRAPHY
5.15 to 6.30pm S3 to S6

HIP HOP
Fri 4.15 to 5.15pm P4 to P7

BALLET
Sat 10.30 to 11.10am 3 to 5 yrs
 11.15 to 12 pm 6 to 8yrs
 12.00 to 12.45 pm  9 to 13yrs
 12.45 to 2.15 pm Age 14+

Play Sports continue to provide Football, Athletics, Badminton, Squash, Funfit, Tennis, Climbing and Pre-scholl Football

for more information on all the above Visit www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Tel 01631 566800

Easter Activities Junior DanceJunior Dance

WHAT’S ONWHAT’S ON at ATLANTIS LEISURE

Research has shown that children who 
take part in activity before the age of 5 
will stay active throughout their lifes.  
Loopy hoops Gymnastics is a fun, 
enjoyable activity which stimulates the 
development of the mind and body.  
A good gym experience can provide 
social, physical and creative awareness 
and improve concentration, competence 
and confidence.  

Children practice basic skills such as 
crawling, walking (running), rolling, 
hopping, throwing and catching.  Use their 
imagination through games and play and 
listen and move to nursery rhymes, song 
and music.

Our after school class offers the next level 
of gymnastics where we begin to add 
in extra skills to our classes working on 
balance, jumping, headstands, cartwheels 
and lots of other activities.

Why not come in and join one of our Loopy Hoops Gymnastics 
sessions which run every friday during term time?

Classes run for children aged between 1 years old - 8 years olds

Times of the classes are as follows: 
10am - 10.45am - Parent & Toddler - 1 - 3 years olds

11am - 11.45am & 1pm - 1.45pm - 3- 5 year olds 
4pm - 5pm - After school class 5 - 8 year olds

loopy hoopsloopy hoops
EASTER CAMP (8 to 12 yrs)
Mon 6th to Fri 10th  April - 9am to 3pm
Some of the activities on offer:
Fun fi t, Climbing, Swimming, Badminton, 
Tennis, Pool Infl atable & Football.

ACTIVITY SESSIONS (5 to 8 yrs)
Tue 14th, Wed 15th & Thur 16th - 1 to 3pm 
Fun & Fit Athletics
Climbing & Mini Tennis
Football & Badminton

PRE-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Wed 15th 1 to 1.45   3 to 5 yrs Pre-school Football
Fri 17th 11 to 12 noon   3 to 5 yrs  Pre-school Games

TENNIS CAMP (8 to 12 yrs)
Mon 13th & Tue 14th 1pm to 3pm

FUNKY DANCE CAMP (8 to 12 yrs)
Wed 15th - Fri 17th 2.30 to 4pm

POOL FUN SESSIONS (8 to 12 yrs) 
(must be able to swim 25 metres)
Every Tuesday and Friday 11.15 to 12 noon 

ROLLER DISCOS (6 to 12 yrs)
Every Saturday 4 to 5pm (no skate hire available)
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PUPILS at an Oban primary school got to 
know more about recycling recently by getting 
together to create a blanket from old woollen 
jumpers.

The project, by pupils from St Columba’s 
Primary in Oban, will help the school as it 
works towards its Eco Schools Green Flag 
status.

Parents and teachers helped out by boiling 
the jumpers in a washing machine to make 

them shrink to half the size. The jumpers were 
then cut into squares, decorated with hand-
sewn bobbles and sewn together.

The pupils involved were Angus MacLean 
and Jade MacEachen from primary three; 
Robert Krolikowski and Eve Beaton from 
primary four; Duncan McGrath and Jamie 
McAllister from primary fi ve and Daria 
Kibitlewska and Kieran Hendry from primary 
six.

Old jumpers transformed into blanket

PRIMARY four and fi ve pupils at Oban’s 
Gaelic Medium Unit had a tour of Stirling 
Castle in the native tongue.

The tour was part of the pupils’ project on 
Mary Queen of Scots and they were fascinated 

to see how people lived during her reign. It was 
followed by a session with Historic Scotland 
staff where the children and their teachers 
dressed up in costumes and learnt dances that 
Mary Queen of Scots would have done.

OBAN High School Gymnastic Squads travelled to West 
Lothian on February 26 to participate in the Scottish Schools 
Floor and Vault Heats. 

Four squads were entered into the competition, two teams at 
Level 1 and two teams at Level 2.  The Level 1 squads included: 
Bethany James, Nicola Cawthera, Christie MacKechnie, 
Lauren Buchanan, Rebecca Sims and Catherine MacFarlane. 
The Level 2 squads included: Sally Anne Bramely, Rachel 
Broadfoot, Leigh Eisler, Kenna Barrow, Jenny Livingstone, 
Sophie Colborn, Rebecca MacKinnon and Katy Sims.

All four squads successfully qualifi ed for the Scottish Schools 
Championships in Perth on March 22. 

The hard work and commitment of the gymnasts was refl ected 
in their individual scores over the course of the competition. 
Christie MacKechnie and Catherine MacFarlane excelled in 
their fl oor routine in Level 1, with Bethany James cutting a 
mark above the rest with an outstanding straddle vault. 

Level 2 teams were setting remarkably high standards 
with noticeable improvements from previous years. Rachel 
Broadfoot, in particular, was consistent in setting an excellent 
standard for her team in both fl oor and vault sections. This 
was followed closely by Leigh Eisler with a fantastic fl oor 
sequence and Kenna Barrow with a breathtaking vault. 

The day was a great success and everyone wishes the girls 
the best of luck in competing in the championships later this 
month.

Inverlochy Primary School has become the latest to catch the ‘grow your own’ bug at the Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust centre at An Clachan, Torlundy. Pupils were given a tour of the complex before going inside from the snowy 

conditions to plant new tatties in buckets and onion sets in trays. Spean Bridge and Lochyside pupils will be planting 
a range of vegetables outdoors come the spring. f12tatties01

Fifteen Portree High School 
pupils, pictured right, 

successfully completed a 
‘First Responder’ course 

delivered by Vince Walker of 
Coaching Highland.

The pupils, members of 
the fi rst aid group, learned 
how to apply potentially 
life-saving techniques in 
emergencies, including 

cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation.

St Bride’s Nursery pupils are all ready for the spring planting season after they cashed 
in vouchers for gardening equipment in the Morrisons Let’s Grow voucher scheme. 
St Bride’s pupils thank the local Nether Lochaber community for its great support 

during the voucher collection process. After their success at last year’s Nether Lochaber 
Produce Show, the nursery hopes to win even more awards for vegetable growing with 

the help of their new equipment.

EIGHTY-ONE tired but happy sixth years from Lochaber 
High School, accompanied by ten members of staff, enjoyed a 
long weekend of educational visits, sightseeing and activities 
in London. 

The group left Lochaber High School at 6am on Thursday 
February 26 in two coaches to travel to the capital where they 
stayed in two city centre hotels, the Royal National and the 
Columbia, with meals out at Carluccio’s in Covent Garden, 
Hard Rock Café, Pizza Express and TGI Fridays. 

The pupils were given a range of visits and activities to choose 
from with groups selecting The National Gallery, Arsenal’s 
Emirates Stadium, The Natural History Museum, The Imperial 
War Museum, Madame Tussauds, St Paul’s Cathedral, The 
Tower of London and the Cabinet War Rooms. 

One group took a ‘Big Bus’ tour of the city and were 
surprised to catch a glimpse of  The Queen passing in the royal 
car. Evening activities included West End shows ‘Chicago’ 
and ‘The Lion King’, a visit to the cinema or high-energy 
LaserQuesting in Guildford. 

A highlight for some was a guided tour of the Houses of 
Parliament, which was arranged by MP and former Lochaber 
High School pupil Charles Kennedy. For others, the highlight 
was the opportunity to shop in Oxford Street, to travel on the 
Underground or simply to see the famous landmarks of the 
capital and soak up the atmosphere of a busy, cosmopolitan 
city.

The trip ended with the entire group taking a fl ight on the 
London Eye. 

The subsidised trip was a reward for those sixth years who 
have met the requirements of their contract and will be the last 
main social event for them before they leave school in May. 

Head teacher Jim Sutherland said: ‘It was a real pleasure to 
go on this trip with such a pleasant group of young people. 
Everyone clearly enjoyed the trip and will be left with many 
happy memories.’

Ballachulish Primary 6/7 pupils along with nursery three and four year-old pupils will 
be busy in their garden this spring. The children collected 4,200 Morrisons vouchers, 

which they exchanged for gardening equipment.

Lochaber High School sixth year pupils brighten up the 
London Eye.

School News

Rugby
OBERMORY, a combined Oban and Tobermory under 15 
rugby team beat Jedburgh High School 36-0 to reach the fi nal 
of the Scottish Bowl, as reported in The Oban Times of March 
12.

Senior girls football 
OBAN High School’s senior girls footballers travelled to 
Selkirk last week for the quarter fi nal of the Scottish Cup. 

With only 11 players and a fi ve-hour journey to contend with, 
the girls were up against it but they got the dream start when 
Kelsey McMahon fought her way through two challenges and 
coolly slotted the ball past the approaching goalkeeper after 
only two minutes. The girls doubled their lead on six minutes 
when Kayleigh Tennant hit a speculative shot from 20 yards 
which managed to creep past the goalkeeper.  

After their early domination, the Oban girls let Selkirk back 
into the game when they failed to deal with a free kick played 
high into the box. The ball fell kindly for the Selkirk striker 
who made no mistake with the fi nish. The rest of the fi rst half 
action was confi ned to midfi eld as both sides tried to outbattle 
each other until a clever through ball cut open the Oban back 
line and with more clinical fi nishing the half ended at 2-2.  

The second half started as the fi rst had fi nished with both 
teams working hard without creating any good scoring 
opportunities.

Then Chermainne MacLaughlan collected the ball on the 
half way line on 60 minutes. She dribbled past two defenders 
with ease and whilst stretching past the third defender she 
calmly struck the ball into the corner of the net. The Oban 
girls’ delight was short lived though as the match was level 
again within 60 seconds when the girls were still reliving the 
last goal and allowed the centre midfi elder from Selkirk to 
walk almost unchallenged through the heart of the team to 
draw the match level.

With six minutes to play and the match looking certain for 
extra time, Oban was dealt the cruellest of blows when a 
seemingly harmless ball was cut back from the touch line into 
the six-yard box. No-one in a black strip took responsibility 
for the ball and the Selkirk striker nipped in for the winner. 

The fi nal whistle blew with the Oban girls devastated having 
led three times in the game. 

The girls can be proud of themselves for their performances 
with special mentions to Lisa McKenzie, Kelsey McMahon, 
Kayleigh Tennant, Frances Young and Chermainne 
MacLaughlan for tireless running and determination.

Ethco Challenge success
FIVE third year girls from Mr Gillespie’s Skills for Work 
class decided to write a song for the Ethco Challenge run by 
Strathclyde University - and won. 

The judges were highly impressed and they emerged outright 
Scottish winners. The song will now feature as the theme 
song for the Ethco Challenge as it rolls out across Scotland 
and beyond. The Ethco Challenge is a government-backed 
initiative being developed by Strathclyde University to refl ect 
the millennium goals for sustainability of our planet and 
the development of ethical goals in politics and commerce 
globally. 

The girls attended the launch of the project at Glasgow City 
Chambers where they performed their song. They have also 
recorded the song locally at Nutshell Music.

Joy and despair for 
Oban High School 
teams in latter stages of 
Scottish competitions

The Oban High School gymnasts who were successful at 
the Scottish Schools Floor and Vault Heats.

Pupils gear up for garden fun

Lochaber sixth years 
enjoy London visit

Portree fi rst 
aid group
pass course

Let’s get growing and win more awards 

Inverlochy primary youngsters 
catch ‘grow your own’ bug

Rockfi eld pupils got to dress up during a visit to Stirling Castle.

Gaelic medium pupils tour castle

On song: the winning Oban High School Ethco Challenge 
composers.
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OBAN High School pupils held an auction to raise money 
ahead of this year’s Laurinburg exchange trip.

For more than a decade Oban High School has taken part in 
the exchange with Scotland High School, Laurinburg, North 
Carolina, and returning Oban pupils have often described it as 
‘the trip of a lifetime’.

This year the usual application process has altered, with 
pupils having to prove their suitability for the exchange 
through a series of tasks.

Last Thursday’s auction was one such task and will, in turn, 
raise money for activities organised for the American pupils 
when they come to Oban in June.

Pupils Jennifer McPhee, Robert Pawson, Caitlin Gray and 
Catriona Mackie had three weeks to organise the auction and 
had to collect lots from local businesses and drum up publicity 
for the event, which raised more than £1,000.

Children from Happy House Christian Nursery enjoyed 
World Book Day by dressing up as their favourite book 
characters. The main aim of World Book Day in the UK 
is to encourage children to explore the pleasures of books 

and reading. Children who take part in the event will 
be issued with a voucher so they can buy a book of their 

own. t11book01

TWO SIXTH year students at Kinlochleven High School 
have completed a ‘maths camp’ at Lagganlia outdoor centre 
near Kingussie as part of their Advanced Higher studies in the 
subject.

Ruth Gibson and Briony Nelson joined fellow maths 
Advanced Higher applicants from Lochaber High School, 
Ardnamurchan High School and other Highland schools for 
the course, which included a talk from BBC weatherwoman 
and meteorologist Heather Reid on the use of maths in weather 
forecasting. Other guest speakers explained how maths was 
useful in almost every situation, while team building games 
and problem solving formed a major component of the 
course.

One task saw Ruth and Briony fi gure out how to build a 
bridge over a river using barrels, wood, rope – and maths of 
course!

Ruth Gibson, left, and Briony Nelson: on course for 
Advanced Higher maths. f12maths01

School News

Pupils Jennifer McPhee, Robert Pawson, Caitlin Gray 
and Catriona Mackie organised the auction. t11auc01

Oban High School exchange 
trip auction raises £1,000

World Book Day fun 
at Happy House

Pupils do their sums 
at ‘maths camp’

Bridge Of Orchy Hotel manager Duncan Walker snapped 
this unusual ‘snow event’ on Sunday March 8 outside the 
hotel. Duncan tells us the car was parked on a downward 

slope and because of melting snow conditions and the 
angle of descent, the snow formed into a swiss roll and 
curled gently down the windscreen. He said: ‘I am sure 

that this is a very rare sight and I’m positive your readers 
would fi nd it fascinating - a fi rst for Argyll perhaps?’ 

Have you any unusual weather photographs? Email them 
to editor@obantimes.co.uk. f12snow1no

DONATIONS were made to Taynuilt 
Gaelic Choir and Oban Provincial 
Mod following a ceilidh in Port Appin 
Village Hall.

The ceilidh, organised by Appin 
Gaelic Interest Group, featured a full 
programme of musicians and singers. 
There were songs by Taynuilt Gaelic 

Choir, Appin Gaelic Medium Unit 
pupils Aimee MacDonald and Eilish 
Thomson, Mary MacDougall, David 
and Audrey Paterson, Laura Cook, 

Helen Watt, Ann MacLean, Kirsty 
MacLaren and Moira Thomson.

Music was by Gregor MacCormick 
on accordion and Ann Barlow, fi ddle.

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir and Appin Gaelic Medium Unit pupils share the stage at a ceilidh in Port Appin.

ONE OF the biggest and most 
signifi cant changes to the area 
took place at the beginning of 
the month with the opening 
of the new road and fi nally 
dualing for the A830. 

This was done in an 
understated way on the fi rst 
Tuesday. 

Later in the month the 
contract was awarded for the 
extension of the Loch nan 
Uamh layby and the new one 
close to the canteen bridge. 

Support for my petition 
to have laybys, from the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK 
group and Geopark, was much 
appreciated. Unfortunately I 
haven’t been successful with 
the banking but I am sure we 
will learn to live with it when 
the vegetation grows. 

The exhibition and display of 
the proposals and consultation 
for a marina in Mallaig 
Harbour certainly aroused 
a lot of positive interest. I 
and my colleagues are doing 
everything possible to secure 
funding.

Talking of water, my 
colleagues and I were able to 
secure £5,000 for Mallaig and 
District swimming pool to 
buy new equipment.

I fi nally managed to meet up 
with Small Isles Community 
Council.

This was an extremely 
productive meeting along with 
David Taylor of Caledonian 
MacBrayne who is exploring 
ways of expanding the 
summer itinerary to benefi t 
islanders and tourists. 

One problem, which was 
fl agged up, has unfortunately 
turned out to be true. Problems 
with the new build hostel 
have arisen and while the 
builder is willing to address 
them, the building will again 
face delays. 

Two transport reviews 
are doing the rounds, one 
a local transport strategy 
consultation, which is nearing 
draft stage. This can still be 
fed into by getting in touch 
with me or Cameron.kemp@
highland.gov.uk. 

The second is a ferries 
review which will be having 
consultative talks in Fort 
William/Mallaig, Skye and 
Thurso/Scrabster towards the 
end of March - dates to be 
confi rmed. 

This is particularly important 
as nothing is ruled in or out of 
this review and will set the 
pattern of ferries for the next 
generation. Small fast ferries 
for the Small Isles, Knoydart 
and Armadale? 

Again I am happy to take 
your views to the table if you 
are unable to attend.

A trip to a board meeting of 
Knoydart Foundation found 
them all gearing up to the 
10th anniversary celebrations. 
Who would believe 10 years 
have passed since Iain Wilson 
was photographed punching 
the air in delight? 

The foundation goes from 
strength to strength dealing 
with bigger and more complex 
issues as it redevelops the 
area.

The forming of the new 
community trust in Arisaig 
can only be heralded as good 
news. I hope Henry Mains’ 
infectious enthusiasm is 
harnessed to good use. 

Thanks to the Kirk Session 
of North West Lochaber for 
the invitation of the dedication 
of the organ and the Church 
Hall. This is a wonderful 
resource for the area and I am 
sure it will be well used.

February           
report from 
Provost of 
Lochaber                
Allan
Henderson

Send your community 
news to The Editor,       
PO Box 1, Oban,
Argyll, PA34 4HB,         

or email                     
editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Appin Gaelic Interest Group ceilidh boosts choir and Mod

Snow roll catches 
Duncan’s eye

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Feis Ìle in 
Homecoming
2009
ISLAY’S Feis Ìle, the island’s 
annual Festival of Malt 
and Music, is to be part of 
Homecoming 2009’s Whisky 
Month celebrations in May.  

Following hard on the heels 
of the new ‘Spirit of the 
West’ Scotch whisky festival 
planned for Inveraray on May 
16 and I7, the month will 
offer a feast of whisky events 
in Argyll for worldwide malt 
fans to enjoy.  

Feis Ìle events take place at 
Islay’s distilleries and other 
venues from May 23 through 
until May 31, with daily 
and nightly Scotch whisky-
related and traditional music 
experiences on offer.  

International
goose
conference
FIFTY bird conservationists 
and government policy-
makers gathered at Islay’s 
Machrie Hotel from February 
24 to 26 for a conference 
organised by Scottish Natural 
Heritage and the Greenland 
White-Fronted Goose Study 
Group.

Delegates discussed their 
concerns over reducing 

breeding productivity and 
population numbers of the 
geese.

Participants came from 
Eire, Iceland, Scotland and 
Greenland, whose countries 
play a part in the Whitefront 
geese’s annual migrations. 

The academics debated the 
current reduction in numbers 
of these birds. Hunting has 
been stopped, so it is not 
understood why this situation 
has come about. Might there 
be territorial pressure in 
Greenland on nesting sites? 
Is it habitat reduction or is 
it connected with global 
warming?

Rumour has it most of the 
delegates themselves fl ew to 
Islay. 

Maybe they’re not quite 
so concerned about global 
warming when their own 
travel is concerned?

Public sessions were held 
on Wednesday February 25 in 
Bowmore Hall. The afternoon 
session was concerned with 
managing wintering sites - 
farmers’ grazing land - and 
the evening session was an 
informal presentation with 
slideshow about the Greenland 
White-Fronted Geese.

Although suddenly 
diminishing bird populations 
are of concern, possibly as 
a marker to environmental 
problems which are not 
obvious to many, to a non-
specialist observer there 
appears to be plenty of 
Greenland White-Fronted and 
other geese in Islay this and 
every winter. 

When one sees them gathered 
in multitudes grazing in fi elds 

or on their evening fl ights it’s 
a real  spectacle. 

But the natural world 
in a long-term and global 
sense is full of change and 
cyclical events, and to expect 
Greenland White-fronted 
geese or any other species 
numbers to remain the same 
or to continually increase 
does not seem realistic. 

‘It’s Your    
Community’
awards
THE 02 It’s Your Community 
awards support projects that 
bring people together and 
benefi t local communities. 

The awards are independently 
judged and administered by 
charity The Conservation 
Foundation for 02. 

Organisations and 
individuals can apply for 
small grants worth up to 
£1,000. Awards are granted 
every month. The awards 
will fund sustainable projects 
that help local communities 
and are small enough to 
benefi t substantially from a 
£1,000 award. The awards 
will not fund one-off events 
or workshops, fund-raising 
activities or school projects 
that don’t involve the wider 
community. 

Further information 
can be found at www.
itsyourcommunity.co.uk.

ACHALEVEN Primary School’s Eco group organised a ‘Go 
Green’ day at the Connel school recently to raise funds for the 
group’s activities.

The children were also asked to come to school wearing 
green to help raise awareness of environmental issues.

The Eco group organised a number of activities throughout 
the day – painting eco-friendly bags to help reduce the use of 
plastic bags and playing a variety of games.

Thanks were given to Julie Fairbass of the GRAB Trust who 
helped to support the day.

There was a healthy ‘green’ tuck shop, including delicious 
green smoothies.

The day ended with a fl ag-raising ceremony, as the green 
Eco fl ag was raised on the newly-erected fl ag pole in the 
school grounds. Cameron Bennet played a rousing tune on his 
bagpipes to accompany the ceremony.

Achaleven Primary School’s Eco Group with their Eco 
fl ag.

Achaleven Primary School 
hosts ‘green’ fund-raiser

Kilbrandon
PRESIDENT Linda Brown welcomed members to the March 
meeting of the Kilbrandon branch of the Scottish Women’s 
Rural Institute, held in Seil Island Hall. 

As the speaker for the evening was not able to attend, a 
beetle drive was held. As on previous occasions, any observer 
would have been amazed at the transformation from sensible 
citizen to obsessive dice thrower which overtakes members at 
such events. 

Competitive streaks fully exercised, members went on to 
enjoy tea and refreshments to round off a sociable evening. 

Linda reminded members that at next month’s meeting, to 
be held on April 7, a cookery demonstration will be given by 
Pampered Chefs.

Around the Rurals

Arisaig
Community               
Council
report
Work on LHA houses – Mr 
Leslie was not present to give 
an update on the work. There 
was discussion about the need 
for better signposting of the 
present road closure and a 
question about the possibility 
of this continuing through the 
Easter break. Mr MacDonald 
offered to follow this up with 
Mr Leslie. 

Some discussion took place 
about the lack of progress on 
a housing needs assessment. 
It was agreed that the priority 
of the community council is 
the housing of the people it 
represents and to encourage 
people from the area to return 
to the village.

Lochailort – Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Fairley were welcomed to 
the community council. There 
were no matters arising.

Other – Miss McColl 
reported that the recent ALCC 
meeting was not quorate, so 
no business took place. There 
was a discussion about how 
community councillors could 
be attracted to attend these 
meetings. Ms Martin reported 
back on the fi ndings of the 
trunk road survey. 

There were three points 
raised: the bollards on the 
road are of a height which 
would obscure the presence 

of people in wheelchairs, the 
problem of buses replacing 
trains not going up to the 
station to check if people are 
waiting there and not sticking 
to the times of the trains and 
that the sign showing the 
footpath down to the village 
opposite Station Road is not 
clear.

Use of the enhancement grant 
from the Highland Council 
– Ms Martin suggested that 
some of the money could 
be used to improve the 
fl ower beds at the entrance 
to the village, including the 
possibility of planting palms. 

It was agreed to fi nd out 
the cost of doing this and 
contacting the garden club to 
see if it would be interested in 
taking this on. 

Councillors Clark and 
Hunter said that the Highland 
Council may be able to help 
supplying plants.

Community Development 
Trust – Ms Martin reported 
on the meeting held on 
Thursday February 12. It was 
well attended and the idea of 

a community development 
trust was well received. 

Twelve people have 
volunteered to be part of the 
steering group to set up the 
Trust. 

The development of the 
playing fi eld would be the 
fi rst project. 

It was suggested that a 
waiver of the right to buy the 
fi eld ought to be included in 
the lease. 

Dr Gartshore replied to the 
request for a change to a four 
day use of the medical centre 
at reduced hours. 

He said that it was considered 
and not seen as practicable at 
the moment. He will continue 
to keep the option in mind.

AOB – Congratulations will 
be sent to Diana MacDonald 
for becoming the fi rst female 
train driver on the West 
Highland Line.

Could it be arranged for the 
monthly skip to be placed at 
the top of the village as well 
as in the car park opposite the 
Spar?



WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 
print. If you fi nd an error of fact on our pages please write to The 
Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giv-
ing your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 
corrections or clarifi cations.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Damijan and Borut, staff at the Hotel Mitra, Ptuj, Slovenia, catch up on the latest news in Oban and the West Highlands, 
courtesy of Argyll-based band Pigtown Fling. The band was invited to host a special Scottish week during Kurentovanje 
Carnival where ceilidhs, traditional music and even the Highland Fling were introduced and demonstrated to great effect. 

The week was a resounding success and the band has been invited back next year to host an even bigger range of events. You 
can fi nd out more from the band’s blog at www.pigtownfl ing.co.uk. We would like readers to send in fl ashback photographs 
and photographs of The Oban Times being read in far fl ung places.Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and 
telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

The Oban Times hits all the right notes 
in Slovenia thanks to Argyll-based band 

Ganavan - a 
public area
Sir,
I have to offer my support for 
the proposed café and toilets 
at Ganavan Sands car park, 
Oban.

Well done Argyll and Bute 
Council.

It’s about time the public 
aspect of this area was 
reinforced.

With the new housing 
development giving an overall 
formidable impression of 
exclusivity, the new café and 
toilet block, together with the 
proposed seating area, will 
offer an air of welcome. 

After all, it would be 
replacing that lovely old 
pavilion that was so tragically 
demolished.
Ganavan resident, name 
and address supplied.

Provide a
dog bin
Sir,
Like many Oban residents, 
I walk my dog on the waste 
ground near Glenshellach. 

Recently the council has put 
up signs warning dog walkers 
that if their pets are allowed 
to foul they will be liable for 
a fi ne. 

This is fair enough but the 
council should place a bin in 
the vicinity so responsible dog 
owners can clean up after their 
pets. A general rubbish bin in 
the area also might encourage 
a cleaner environment. 

I don’t think a dog waste 
bin is too much to request 
and might help to erradicate a 
problem.
Jon Freeman, Braeside 
Guesthouse, Kilmore, by 
Oban.

Repair existing 
Mull roads first
Sir,
I found it extraordinary to 
read that ‘only a handful’ of 
complaints had been received 
about the state of the Mull 
roads.

I know quite well that of 
the residents of the 22 houses 
which are down my mile of 
side-road a great many more 
than a ‘handful’ of complaints 
have been sent.

Let me describe just how 
diffi cult driving is here. It is 
down to two factors. The fi rst 
is, there are many potholes, a 
lot of which are really deep, 
and it is not always possible 
to see which are potholes and 
which are simply a wet piece 

of fairly fl at road when the 
holes are full of rainwater.  

The other is that the state of 
the roads is now so bad that 
the position of a lot of these 
holes is exactly opposite 
one another, so that on these 
single-track roads, they 
cannot be avoided. In places, 
even dropping right down to 
bottom gear, the effect on the 
car is far worse than going 
along my own farm tractor 
road.

When my car was only a year 
old, I had to have the wheel 
straightened as it had been 
knocked out of alignment 
because of the state of the 
roads, and I assure you, I am 
not a fast driver.

I wonder if other people 
are as incensed as I am when 
reading of the plans to upgrade 
the Tobermory to Salen road, 
while ignoring the fact that 
the existing roads need any 
available money spent on 
proper repairs, fi rst. The road 
to Croig has had a 100 yard 
stretch titivated three times in 
the last three years.

If enough people refused to 
pay their road fund licence, 
until the roads were made 
useable, the authorities might 
sit up and take notice.

However, it would take a 
brave person to refuse to pay 
this licence, for one sees in 
the papers that one’s car will 
be taken away and crushed, 
without compensation. Are 
we becoming a Fascist state?
Jill Galbraith, Croig, 
Dervaig, Isle of Mull.

Help holiday 
makers with 
car parking 
charges
Sir,
Many thanks for publishing 
the article on Oban car 
parking charges.

The reply you got from 
Argyll and Bute Council says 
it all. 

According to them, ‘three 
hours parking only costs 30p 
more’, but for holiday makers 
it now costs £7.20 a day - very 
expensive if you are coming 
to Oban for a week.

Also, the car park signs are 
inadequate, implying that 
you must pay 70 pence an 
hour, when I was in Oban in 
February, meaning holiday 
makers were returning to 
their cars every hour to feed 
the meter. 

This meant I couldn’t go to a 
church service on a Sunday or 
go for lunch because I would 

have had to nip back and feed 
the meter.

It appears that Argyll and 
Bute Council does not want 
visitors to support local 
businesses. Please will the 
public of Oban ask their 
council represenatives to seek 
and get residents parking 
permits for holidaymakers 
when they are staying in 
Oban.

I have been in touch with the 
council and did get one reply 
from them but another email 
has been left unanswered.
Peter A Smith, Lancashire. 

Housing needs 
government
support
Sir,
In the March 5 edition, The
Oban Times reported only 
three of 600 families in the 
Lochaber area received keys 
to a rented home in February. 

The reality of this dire 
housing shortage, as 
Councillor Donald Cameron 
points out, means that 
hundreds of families could 
be stuck on waiting lists for 
many years, with nowhere to 
call home. 

Councillor Cameron calls 
for the Scottish government to 
write off Highland Council’s 
housing debt and increase 
grants to housing associations 
to help solve the problem. 

However, what we need 
to see is signifi cant further 
investment overall in 
affordable housing from the 
government to really tackle 
homelessness and provide 
better housing for those on 
waiting lists. Shelter and 
other organisations have 
also been calling on the UK 
government to give housing 
a greatly needed shot in the 
arm by investing in housing 
in the April 22 budget. This 
could mean £600 million, 
resulting in an estimated 
6,000 homes over the next 
two years for Scotland. We 
need an increase in funding 
for housing overall to help 
ensure the 2012 homelessness 
target is met and that families 
across the country have not 
only the right to a home but 
the keys to one as well.
Graeme Brown, Director,  
Shelter Scotland.

Fishing boat 
photo date
Sir,
I get The Oban Times every 
week and I noticed the picture 
of the fi shing vessels in the 

The never 
ending battle 
against evil
IT TOOK a very long time 
to get a Northern Ireland 
Assembly off the ground  
because of bitter old men 
with evil prejudices who 
eventually found it in their 
hearts to speak to each other 
and shake hands - but we 
were not fooled. 

There is a power-sharing 
Assembly with Protestants 
and Catholics putting a 
veneer of respectability on it 
to allow civic government to 
operate on a-day-to-day basis 
but without too much thought 
about a long-term solution 
to the minority demand for a 
united Ireland.

This begged the question 
what would the hotheads on 
both sides do to feed their 
evil, sectarian prejudices to 
keep confl ict and instability 
festering?

And we should not forget 
that there is a new generation 
which couldn’t care less about 
a united Ireland in religious 
terms.

They demand that  
anarchists and terrorists use 
old prejudices to build their 
new vision of a world that 
is based on no rule of law 
but on their own as a way to 
seize power to do in Europe 
what the Taliban are doing in 
Afghanistan.

If they could destabilise 
Northern Ireland by murdering 
the armed forces they could 
establish a ‘socialist’ enclave 
from which to strike into 
Europe though the Irish 
Republic and Britain through 
Scotland to create a fertile 
breeding ground for anarchy 
to seize control and maintain 
it by the power of the gun. 

Not a pleasant scenario, but 
one which is possible unless 
they and their supporters are 
weeded out immediately. 

Strathclyde
Police chief   
under fire
SINCE Stephen House 
became Chief Constable of 
Strathclyde there has been 
growing anxiety that he 
doesn’t understand, or want 
to understand, how to operate 
sensible rural policing. 

So long has he been away 
from the force where he started 
his career that he seems to 
have lost the common touch 
and become immersed in the 
dubious politics of the Met.   

It is alleged that after coming 
back to Strathclyde the top 
job in that force suddenly 
became available and he 
sought to apply for it but was 
not allowed to do so.

However, he is about to 
fi nd himself at odds with 
the Scottish Justice Minister 
Kenny MacAskill over the 
actions of one of his newly 
appointed minions who 
refused ex-PC Raymond 
Law’s application to continue 
in the force for another 12 
months under the 30-year 
plus scheme devised by the 

aforesaid Minister of Justice 
to meet the crisis caused by 
the number of offi cers leaving 
the force on completion of 
their 30 years service.

We all know what an 
exemplary offi cer Raymond 
Law has been and are not 
surprised there has been 
a public outcry about the 
way he has been treated. 
Numerous complaints to 
Argyll and Bute Constituency 
MSP Jim Mather and to Tory 
List MSP Sir Jamie McGrigor 
have required them to seek 
meetings with the Justice 
Minister Kenny MacAskill 
to put to him the feelings of 
their constituents, especially 
in Oban, Lorn and the Isles.

At the same time, there is the 
point raised by former Chief 
Inspector Fred Hall, another 
offi cer who was publicly 
admired for his approach to 
policing his scattered manor. 

He made no bones about 
the fact that he felt he was 
operating with one hand 
behind his back as in the short 
time he had been in charge 
of policing here he had lost 
seven offi cers for various 
reasons, none to do with his 
management style, but none 
were replaced. 

There can be no doubt that 
this precipated his decision 
to retire earlier than he 
intended.

Maybe Chief Constable 
House should be moved to the 
Inspectorate of Constabulary 
where he wouldn’t lose 
face but would free up his 
present post for someone who 
understands man management 
and the complexities of a large 
urban police force which also 
has a large rural force that has 
different criteria to those of 
urban Scotland.

Good result for 
Alan Reid MP
FROM the outset of the 
‘consultation’ exercise on 
the Scottish government’s 
proposals to lease a large 
chunk of the Forestry 
Commission Estate to a 
merchant bank, local MP Alan 
Reid fought hard to obtain a 
‘no’ vote for it. 

When Mike Russell, the 
Environment Minister, who 
proposed it, was moved/
promoted to be Culture 
Minister the writing was on 
the wall as not only did the 
Tories come out against the 
idea but the very strong trade 
union lobby stated it was 
implacably opposed to it.

Alex Salmond’s strategic 
retreat was masterminded by 
the new Environment Minister 
‘Red’ Roseanna Cunningham 
who wasn’t going to let her 
union colleagues down. 

One man who will see it 
as a victory is Alan Reid 
MP who fought from the 
very beginning to stop the 
proposal.

Sir,
I am a subscriber to The Oban Times and love hearing news 
from Argyll, in particular Coll, where I grew up.

The Around the Rurals section is welcome since it includes 
news that perhaps would otherwise not make it into print. 
Updates on community issues and projects are also of 
particular interest. I am aware how often local correspondents 
are required to produce news updates for you but would like 
to convey to them how important their updates are to us and to 
keep them as regular as possible.
Lauchlan Maclean-Bristol, Lytham.

Keep the local news coming

edition of February 19. At a 
good guess, I would say the 
picture was taken post WWII, 
1955 to 1962.

The reason for this deduction 
is the radio masts on the 
fi shing vessels are simplex, 
not duplex. I was born and 
bred in Oban and visit often.
S R Yeoman, Perth.

Scottish Water
Sir, 
I refer to Dave Petrie’s 
comments, letters, The Oban 
Times, February 26 about 
Scottish Water. 

We are pleased to report that 
the average household water 
bill in Scotland - still less 
than £1 a day - is lower than 
the average bill in England 
and Wales. With regard to 
Mr Petrie’s comments on our 
infrastructure, we have 47,000 
kilometres of water mains and 
scattered populations supplied 
from long lengths of pipe. 
We are improving this vast 
infrastructure at a record rate 
but it should be remembered 
that England and Wales began 
to tackle their issues almost 
three decades ago. 

Mr Petrie will hopefully 
be pleased to learn that in 
the past two years we have 
signifi cantly reduced leakage 
and this current year we are 
on track to save a further 
120 million litres a day. 
Scottish Water is committed 
to outperforming leakage 
targets.  He might also be 
interested to know that on the 
issue of pumping and treating 
surface water, we recently 
gave evidence to the Scottish 
parliament for the Flooding 
Bill.

Our recommendations 
included encouraging more 
sustainable systems such 
as green roofs and grey 
water recycling, along with 
minimising impervious areas 
and disconnecting surface 
water from combined sewers.

Our regulator recently 
reported that we are the fastest 
improving water company 
in the UK. We are proud to 
serve Scotland and welcome 
comments via our website 
www.scottishwater.co.uk.
Helen Lennox, Head of 
Corporate Affairs, Scottish 
Water, Dunfermline.

Thanks
Sir,
I would like to thank the 
person that found my key 
for the electricity meter and 
placed it between two stones 
on the cycle path.
Catherine MacInnes, 
Cawdor House, Oban. 

Aye Write        
in Gaelic
DO YOU have a mental 
image of the Mitchell Library 
in Glasgow being an austere 
building with dark wood 
panelling and perhaps staff 
who are equally austere? 

If so, you are mistaken. 
For the past couple of weeks 
the library, with its bright 
entrance and bustling café, 
has been home to the Aye 
Write Festival, a hive of 
bustling activity. 

Many authors appeared and 
An Lochran, as part of its 
responsibility for promoting 
and developing the Gaelic arts, 
decided, over two evenings, 
to feature the Gaelic Rings, 
Cearcaill na Gaidhlig. 

This small book, an 
extremely easy read, consists 
of six personal journeys 
round the beautiful west 
coast of Scotland and over 
the two evenings four of the 
contributors, Brian Wilson, 
Mairi MacArthur, Donald 
Meek and Angus Peter 
Campbell, attended. 

I was only able to be present 
on the second evening, which 
was not so well attended, but 
here the audience was treated 
to thoughts and personal 
experiences which implanted 
a longing to head for the north 
west at the fi rst opportunity. 

There is no doubt in my 
mind that this book could be 
a wonderful advertisement 
for use by VisitScotland, 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
and local authorities as 
an attraction for visitors, 
particularly in this the year of 
Homecoming Scotland. 

Well done An Lochran once 
again for organising this 
event.

Sgoil Gaidhlig 
concert
AFTER six months of fund 
raising, the school has bought 
its new baby grand piano and 
as a celebration it is hosting 
a special concert to thank 
everyone who helped raise 
the money. 

It will take place on 
Wednesday March 25 at 
7pm.

As well as pupils from both 
the primary and secondary 
departments, there will be 
a special performance by 
Aleksander Kudajczyk 
who became the subject of 
worldwide media attention 
when, working as a cleaner 
at the University of Glasgow, 
his musical talent was 
discovered.

Glasgow Fèis
FOR THIS event, which 
will take place in the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music 

and Drama, the youngsters, 
aged 4 to 16 years, will be 
divided into four broad age 
bands.

Costs for the Fèis are £50 
per week for the fi rst child, 
£40 for the second child and 
£35 for the third child. 

The week will also include 
a tutor/family ceilidh on 
the Thursday evening and a 
participants showcase on the 
Saturday. 

The contact to book a place 
or for further details is Aillie 
Fleming - aillie.fl emming@
csglasgow.org. Telephone 
0141 287 8510.

Malcolm
Jones
I AM SURE all his fans will 
wish Malcolm Jones of Runrig 
a speedy recovery and look 
forward to seeing him back 
on stage in the near future.

Diary
dates
Friday March 20: Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh, Lesser 
Town Hall, 7.30pm. Sgoil 
Gaidhlig Glaschu ceilidh 
dance, Yarrow’s Recreation 
Club, Anniesland Road, close 
to Helensburgh Drive, 7.30pm 
with Gunna Sound.
Saturday March 21: Clann 
Gaidhlig concert, Auchenback 
Resource Centre, Barrhead, 
with Largs Gaelic Choir and 
friends. Highlander’s Club 
Dance, Partick Burgh Halls, 
8pm, with Fraser McGlynn’s 
Band.
Wednesday March 25: Sgoil 
Gaidhlig Glaschu concert, 
7.30pm - see above.
Friday March 27: Glasgow 
Skye Association Cothrom 
na h-oigridh Youth Concert, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 7pm. 
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Whitefi eld Community Hall, 
Ibrox, 8pm. Helensburgh 
and District Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Commodore Hotel, 7.30pm, 
with Marion Anderson’s 
Band.
Saturday March 28:
Glasgow Tiree Association, 
Ten Pin Bowling, Springfi eld 
Quay.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will be busy 
this weekend playing for 
Sgoil Gaidlig on Friday and 
then Saturday and Sunday in 
the Park Bar. 

Ballochmyle will be in the 
Park Bar on Friday while 
music in the Islay Inn will be 
provided by the Keelies on 
Friday and Crooked Reel on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Give hope to the common 
man with commonsense
IS THERE something we ordinary folk miss when we see 
a simple and commonsense solution to a problem? Almost 
weekly for months now we have watched the UK government 
being prepared to throw endless billions the country clearly 
cannot afford into that bottomless pit called the banking sys-
tem. And to what end? So far it appears to have failed miser-
ably in an attempt to reverse the country’s slide into a deep 
economic recession or even depression. In the meantime, we 
have a construction industry that has almost ground to a halt, 
an ever-growing queue of people desperate to work and an 
acute shortage of affordable homes. Why then is the UK gov-
ernment not chucking huge sums of money at a house-build-
ing programme? Unlike the banks, it would be guaranteed to 
yield positive returns: desperately needed housing and people 
back in work and not claiming benefi ts. 
 As two of our main stories show this week, the dire short-
age of jobs and affordable homes are no more obvious than in 
Argyll and the Highlands and islands. How long can you stay 
jobless and positive when you have been on a housing waiting 
list for years and learn there is approximately one vacancy, 
often low paid, for every 30 people out of work in Argyll?
 There are two things the past year has made clear: banking 
bosses never did merit huge wages and bonuses; and politi-
cians are not any smarter than the ordinary man with com-
monsense.
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Young athlete Cullen McClymont from Mull, an Argyll 
champion in the triple jump, could see his training 
sessions cancelled due to lack of funding. t09craig01

BUDDING athletics stars in 
Argyll are furious at being 
left behind in the starting 
blocks for the final of a 
national event.

Loss of funding for Sportshall activities will impact on area’s budding stars, it is claimed 

Young Argyll
athletes are
left trailing

 Junior members of Mull Athletic Club pictured with Geoff Wightman, chief executive of Scottish Athletics, centre, at Tobermory High in 2007.

By LOUISE GLEN-LEE

 They are among Scottish 
competitors missing out of 
Sportshall activities after fund-

ing was withdrawn by Scottish 
Athletics.

It decided that the regional 
and national events no longer 
met the organisation’s priori-
ties, but those involved with 
Sportshall at grassroots level 
are not happy.

Sportshall, an indoor train-
ing programme for young 
people, has long been seen as 
a vital feeder organisation for 
up and coming athletes from 
rural and island areas.

Perfect
Bill MacCallum, a volun-

teer trainer of the group who 
makes a round trip between 
Lochgilphead and Mull most 
Tuesdays, said: ‘Scottish Ath-
letics has dropped this type 
of activity, but it is perfect 
for training athletes from ru-
ral communities because it is 
indoors and able to go ahead 
every week regardless the 
weather.

‘This decision will not only 
affect athletes on Mull but 
throughout Argyll. I under-
stand that Highland Coun-
cil has continued to fund its 
Sportshall athletes.

‘We have produced two 
under-20s national track and 
fi eld stars in Mathew Turner 
and David Clunie from Ar-
gyll who have both made a 
remarkable contribution to 
Scottish athletics. 

‘There are also boys and 
girls in the pipeline from Ar-
gyll that have the potential to 
make a tremendous contribu-
tion to sport.
 ‘But due to this funding situa-
tion there is a defi nite risk that 
Sportshall on Mull, or indeed 
throughout Argyll, will not 
go ahead. We have lost a big 
incentive to continue.’ 

Nicky McClymont, a Mull 
mum, is challenging the deci-
sion from Scottish Athletics.

 She said: ‘We just can-
not lie down and accept this 
news. With the London Ol-
ympics and Glasgow Com-

monwealth Games within our 
sights, where do they expect 
our young people to train?

‘Mull has provided more 
than its fair share of under-13 
and under-15 national cham-
pions in track and fi eld events 
thanks to Sportshall.

‘Some of them have gone 
onto compete for Scotland, 
but I am very concerned for 
the future for island kids be-
cause there will be nowhere 
for them to get started in 
athletics without Sportshall 
events.

‘We will continue to train 
children but what motivation 
will there be when there is no 
regional or national competi-
tions?

‘This year will be the fi rst 
time there will not even be a 
team from Scotland compet-
ing at the national fi nals in 

England.’
Nicky’s son, Cullen, aged 

12, was Argyll Under-13 in 
a competition in January. He 
aims to be performing at the 
Olympics in the future. 

Already the young Muileach 
can outclass children in older 
age groups with his six me-
tre 79cm personal best in the 
standing triple jump.

He said: ‘I want to go to the 
Olympics but without Sport-
shall I won’t have anywhere 
to practise. When you go to 
the national fi nals they play 
Flower of Scotland and it 
feels great to be competing 
on behalf of your country. I 
have also made loads of pals 
from all over the country that 
are competing in the same 
events.’

Jamie McDonald of Scottish 
Athletics said: ‘The Sportshall 

programme does not comple-
ment the Long Term Athlete 
Development Framework of 
Scottish Athletics.

‘The programme has be-
come increasingly for club-
based athletes and not set up 
for the original purpose as 
an introductory programme. 
There is no evidence that the 
programme is aiding athletic 
retention or raising general 
standards.’

Bill McCallum added: 
‘Rural areas have a lack of 
outdoor facilities for young 
people to train. Added to the 
fact that Argyll does not have 
the indoor centres that towns 
and cities have to train young 
people, we are letting them 
down.

‘How can young people 
go on compete in top events 
when they have not been 

able to train properly. Chil-
dren from rural areas, such 
as Tobermory, will not have 
that vital foothold that allows 
them to pursue the dream of 
becoming Olympians.

‘Sportshall is a relatively 
cheap way to give youngsters  
essential skills. It has been 
maintained from day one by 
volunteers, costing only £1 or 
£2 to take part.

‘England, Ireland and Wales 
continue to support Sportshall 
but not Scottish Athletics. 
Do our administrators know 
something that these other 
countries don’t?

‘It is very sad that Scotland 
will be missing from the na-
tional competitions, and my 
fear is that our youngsters 
will miss out on the likes of 
the Commonwealth and Ol-
ympic games as a result.’

Karen Darke gave a talk at the 
H20 Centre. t11talk01

Adventurer Karen
inspires Oban audience

Mother’s Day Cards available in store from only £1.39
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A YOUNG adventurer gave a little 
bit of inspiration to Oban last week 
at an event organised by the H20 
group.

Karen Darke was paralysed from 
the chest down in a rock-climbing 
accident in 1993 while just 21 years 
old.

Since then she has hand-cycled 
over the Himalayas, kayaked in 
Alaska and skied across Greenland.

Karen was at the H20 Centre in 
Oban as part of a nationwide tour 
giving motivational talks to schools, 
businesses and charities.

Neil Matheson of H20 said: ‘We 
fi rst came across Karen when she 
came to Oban to do a leadership 
development training course. She’s 
a remarkable young lady and very 
passionate about young people.’

Free
Karen, who provided the talk free 

of charge with the money raised go-
ing towards H20 funds, says: ‘In 
1993 I had a rock-climbing acci-
dent in which I broke my back and 
became paralysed from the chest 
down.

‘The life I knew came to an end. 
It took time, inspiration from oth-
ers, good friends, family and a lot of 
trial and error for me to fi gure things 
out.

‘I couldn’t have imagined hand-

cycling over the Himalayas or scal-
ing mountains again.

‘I’ve been lucky enough to experi-
ence all this, and in the process learn 
that the mind is our biggest obstacle 
to living and achieving our wildest 
aspirations.’

Photographer Philip Price with Strath of Appin schoolchildren.

AN ARGYLL photographer repre-
sented Scotland at an awards cer-
emony in the House of Lords this 
week.

Philip Price, who set up his Loch 
Visions business three years ago, 
won Scottish Countryside Alliance 
best rural enterprise award this year. 
The 29 year old, who takes people 
on wildlife photography tours, is be-
ing sponsored for the trip by Argyll 
and Bute Council and the Prince’s 

Scottish Youth Business Trust.
The awards ceremony took place 

yesterday (Wednesday) at the House 
of Lords in London.

Philip said: ‘Thanks to the spon-
sorship I can now go down there 
and talk to ministers about Argyll.’

Philip recently visited Strath of 
Appin Primary School where he 
showed pupils the specialised equip-
ment he uses including cameras, 
camoufl age and a birdhide. 

Putting focus on Argyll
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For entertainment purposes only

ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th
Mars continues in a potentially tricky area, so don’t 
let any frustrations go unattended. Yet pleasingly, 
with the Sun and Mercury arriving in your sign, you 
can be much less introspective or bogged down by 
hard to fathom fears. If there has been a sense of 
drift, this will soon make way for a dynamic new 
phase in your year. You’re back, and how so! Call 
now for more astral advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st
You can fi nd yourself thinking back over the events 
of the last twelve months, or even beyond. This is 
because you sense that there may be some major 
issues for you to come to terms with. Some of these 
can be happy events, some maybe about endings. 
But by going through this stage you are readying 
yourself for the next big cycle of activity. Call your 
special prediction line for more…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st
There’s little doubt that Mars is giving you 
considerable leadership potential. If you tend not 
to see yourself in this way, ok, but this extra clout 
can work in an everyday sense, and see you more 
desirous of people’s respect. With the Sun and 
Mercury now adding sparkle to your natural talent for 
networking, a week of real opportunity lays in store. 
Call me now for more news and astral advice…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd
Pluto plays a major role this week in that it clashes, 
astrologically, with both the Sun and Mercury. The 
suggestion is that you may fi nd yourself challenged 
by the very people you need to keep on-side. To 
circumnavigate this, it’s going to be essential to 
be straightforward and honest in your approach. 
Someone important is watching how you react. Call 
me now for your in-depth forecast…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd
People have expectations of you. These have probably 
been shaped by you when over time you have played a 
role or been dutiful, and it was something that they got 
used to and now relate to. You, on the other hand, may 
feel that you have had enough of being such a good 
egg, and are in the mood to make a bid for freedom. This 
may ruffle some feathers. Call your special prediction 
line for more…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd
Things can get a bit intense this week. There has 
been a lot of chit chat, but with Mars now becoming 
more established in your opposite sign you may 
be less patient of the perceived failings of others. 
Yet all of this may not emerge in a particularly 
logical way. What’s more likely is that you are set 
to be driven by a deeper less obvious, depth of 
emotions. Call now for more astral advice…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd
The Sun powers into the most competitive sector, 
joining with Venus which has spent time here 
since early February. The chances are in that time, 
there’s been lots of tantalising conversation - not 
least romantically, which may have got seriously 
fl irty. Now however, you are urged to make your 
mind up about anyone you fancy - or take on rivals 
directly. Call now for your love scope in full…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd
Your energy is looking good and you’re encouraged 
to direct your attentions towards applying this around 
work, health and fi tness issues. Good intentions are 
one thing, but actually putting them into practice, is 
another. Feeling lively is a good thing but too many 
late nights chasing the bright lights could squander 
your surplus quicker than you think. Call your special 
prediction line for more…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st
Things take a positive turn for the better, which is not 
to say that they have been bad, as much more focused 
on deeply personal or emotional considerations. 
Your bubbly humour and energy are set to make a 
comeback and this can put you in a more outgoing 
frame of mind. If you have been feeling slightly tongue 
tied, this is a chance to reconnect! Call me now for 
more news and astral advice…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th
There can be more interaction with family members, 
but with Mars building up speed in your sector of 
words, you need to be conscious that if there are 
differences of viewpoint, you could represent yours 
with all the cutting edge of a political journalist and 
in so doing create a lot of jagged edges. On the up 
side, home improvements can take a step forwards. 
Call me for your in-depth forecast…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th
If you work within the media, the internet, teaching, 
training or social work spheres, expect a lot of action. 
In fact, if you are one of those Water Carriers who 
thrives on lots of comings and goings, you can be 
in your element. You can also fi nd yourself at the 
fulcrum of a local campaign. This could be for a 
better road crossing, street lighting or cleansing. Call 
me now Aquarius for more advice…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th
Your equilibrium may have been shaken recently, but 
this week is going to give you lots of opportunities 
to get more grounded. Spending time walking in the 
countryside, close to nature, would be a super way 
to approach your leisure time, but at home or work, 
you’ll be in the mood to achieve tangible results. By 
the week’s end, fortune beckons. Call now for more 
news and advice…

The International
CERT ‘15’

 When a fellow agent is 
murdered, Euro-cop Lou-
is Salinger (Clive Owen) 
and New York assistant 
district attorney Eleanor 
Whitman (Naiomi Watts) 
join forces to entrap one of 
the world’s largest banks. 
Crossing the globe, they 
learn the full extent of its 
corruption. A timely fast 
paced thriller  from the di-
rector of Run, Lola, Run, 
Tom Tykwer

He’s Just Not 
That Into You

CERT ‘12A’
A group of interconnected, 
Baltimore-based twenty- 
and thirtysomethings 
navigate their various re-
lationships from the shal-
low end of the dating pool 
through the deep, murky 
waters of married life, try-
ing to read the signs of the 
opposite sex--and hoping 
to be the exceptions to 
the “no-exceptions” rule.. 
Based on the New York 
Times best seller book 
“He’s Just Not That Into 
You: The No-Excuses 
Truth to Understanding 
Men” by Liz Tuccillo 
and Greg Behrendt.. This 
smash hit. Comedy has a 
fantastic cast which in-
cludes Jennifer Aniston , 
Scarlet Johansson & Ben 
Affl eck. 

Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona

CERT ‘12A’
 Just as New York City was 
the backdrop in Woody 
Allen’s “Manhattan,” the 
stunning city of Barce-
lona is the setting for the 
romantic adventures of 
Vicky and Cristina. These 
two young Americans 
spend a summer in Spain 
and meet a fl amboyant 
aratist (Javier Bardem) 

and his beautiful but in-
sane ex-wife (Penelope 
Cruz). Vicky (Rebecca 
Hall) is straight-laced and 
about to be married. Cris-
tina (Scarlett Johansson) 
is a sexually adventurous 
free spirit. When they all 
become amorously entan-
gled, the results can only 
be described as chaotic. 
Finally Woody Allen is 
back on form and Pene-
lope Cruz bagged herself 
a Best supporting actress 
Oscar.

Hotel For Dogs
CERT ‘U’

When dynamic siblings 
Andi and Bruce fi nd 
themselves in a foster 
home with a strict “no 
pets” policy, Andi has 
to use her quick wit to 
help fi nd a new home for 
their dog Friday. Despite 
warnings to stay out of 
trouble from their sym-
pathetic social worker , 
the kids stumble upon a 
derelict hotel and begin 
transforming it into the 
perfect home for Friday 
and all the strays in the 
city – running the risk of 
being separated if they‘re 
caught. In no time, the 
kids have transformed the 
old hotel into something 
truly magical: a home 
for both the dogs and for 
themselves.

Doubt
CERT ‘15’

Set in 1964, the fi lm cent-
ers on a nun who confronts 
a priest after suspecting 
him of abusing a black 
student. He denies the 
charges, and much of the 
fi lm’s quick-fi re dialogue 
tackles themes of reli-
gion, morality and author-
ity. Written and directed 
by John Patrick Shanley 
who won an Oscar for 
Best Screenplay in 1988 
for “MOONSTRUCK.” 
and based on Shanley’s 
Tony award and Pulitzer 
Prize winning stage play. 
The fi lm was heavily Os-
car nominated and stars 
Philip Seymour Hoffman 
as the Priest and Meryl 
Streep as the Nun. 

WHAT’S ON GUIDE
CONTACT - 01631 568000

Various art courses available at Airdeny Chalets, contact 
Jennifer on 01866 822648
Thursday 19th March 
Local Producers Market, Kintallen Farm, Benderloch 
10am - 3pm
Saturday 21st March
NCT Nearly New Sale, Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban, 
11am - 2pm
24th - 27th March
North Lorn Drama Festival. 7.30pm, Appin Village Hall
Friday 27th March
Red Hot Chilli Pipers, Corran Halls, 8pm

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 19th March
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

ARGYLL
ANIMAL AID

BRUNO
10 month old Staffy boy, is neutered.  Nice friendly 

wee boy who would make a nice family pet. 
Please contact Jean on 01631 566406 after 8 pm.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk

Reg. charity SCO13211

Smarties Playgroup, which meets in Atlantis Leisure, 
Oban, dressed for bed to raise money for Comic Relief. 

The children had a great day, raising £20.62. t12smart01

Children from Lochnell Pre-Five Nursery went to school 
in pyjamas on Red Nose Day to raise money for Comic 
Relief. The children, who raised more £36, are pictured 

with staff Sheila Davies, Jayne Campbell and Jenna 
McCuish.

Easdale Primary School held a Comic Relief fund-raising 
day with children coming along to school dressed in red. 

Duror Pre-School held a coffee morning on Friday March 
13 to raise money for Comic Relief. Children and staff 
dressed up and the children sang songs and told jokes. 

Everyone enjoyed the home-baking provided by the 
children, parents and members of the community. A total 

of £97 was raised.

Staff at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure Centre joined in the 
fun of Red Nose Day 2009 
and raised £380. Children 

and staff at the centre’s 
Loopy Hoops Gynastics 

Club all wore pyjamas for 
the day and raised money 
by guessing the number of 
sweets in a jar, painting red 
noses on the children and 

making red nose cakes. Nick 
Wesley, centre manager, 
pictured below, and Paul 

Lopez had their legs waxed 
and Kevin Turner got his 

chest waxed.

Ardchattan Primary School staff and children had 
fun dressing up and raising funds for Comic Relief. 

Staff being splatted with custard pies was a particular 
favourite with pupils! High teas and home-baking were 

served. Around £80 was raised.

Primary Football League 
team Oban Saints Under 
8s, pictured below, held a 

sponsored football fun night 
on Friday March 13 instead 
of their usual training. All 

the players collected money 
from friends and family and 
together with the proceeds 

from a Comic Relief football 
quiz that was sold round the 

town, the raised £320.

PRIMARY seven boys at Park Primary School, Oban, 
showed their commitment to Comic Relief by getting in 
touch with their feminine side.

In a Stars in Their Eyes style makeover Stewart Twort, 
Alex MacCallum, Calum MacLean, Sean Sutherland 
and Innes MacColl became ‘Not Quite Girls Aloud’ for 
the showcase Park’s Got Talent.

They were pipped to the title, however, by rapper and 
dancer MC Ben.

While the judges from Argyll College were deliberating 
on the fi nal decision, fi ve members of staff, including 
head teacher Gillian Carney, danced to the Abba song 
Dancing Queen.

In other fund-raising efforts, pupil Caitlin Rydings 
ordered and sold red noses, as well as taking part in 
a sponsored trampoline jump; Laura MacCallum did 
a sponsored run and Clare MacCallum and Caitlin 
Wotherspoon were paid to spend the day in silence.

Erin Cameron and Robert Kennedy added to the 
school’s Comic Relief total of £664.85 by running an 
origami stall.

Not Quite Girls Aloud took part in Park Primary 
School’s talent show in aid of Comic Relief. t12red02

Talent show cash boost

Left: Taynuilt Nursery 
children dressed in red 

to raise money for Comic 
Relief. They also sampled 
red food and played with 
red games. They raised a 

total of £25.

Right: To mark Red 
Nose Day, staff and 
childrne at Oban’s 

Happy House 
Christian Pre-School 

wore pyjamas for 
the day and held 

a pyjama party in 
the morning and 

afternoon sessions.

Left: Staff at Energie 
Fitness in Oban were red 
in the face last week when 
they cycled 660 miles - the 

distance from Oban to 
Land’s End - on an exercise 
bike in aid of Comic Relief. 

Completing the task in a 
matter of days, staff proved 

that they were up for a 
challenge. t12ener01

Tobermory High School, Isle of Mull, raised more 
than £1,800 for Comic Relief through a series of 

events including dressing in something funny, 
above, and a ‘Pose with a Nose’ competition, right.

Cinema The Highland Theatre

George Street, Oban, PA34 5NX - Box Offi ce: 01631 562444

Cert 12A 129mins   
DAILY 6.15  FRI- SAT  9.00 
SAT/SUN MATINEES  2.15

Cert 15 117mins   
DAILY  8.45

FROM FRIDAY 27TH MARCH 
GRAN TORINO - 15 • THE UNBORN - 15
MONSTERS VS ALIENS PREVIEWS - U

From Friday 20th March for 7 days

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert 12A 100mins   
DAILY   4.45, 7.00 
SAT/SUN MATINEES  12.00

VICKY CRISTINA 
BARCELONA

THE
INTERNATIONAL
HE’S JUST NOT 
THAT INTO YOU

Cert U 100mins   
SAT & SUN ONLY  12.00, 2.00, 4.00

HOTEL FOR 
DOGS

Cert 15 104mins   
MON- THURS  4.00, 9.00DOUBT
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD Savour Scotland

Wine and Dine at Piccolo 
Ristorante Italiano
Try our delicious 
pizza and pasta 
take away service
Telephone 
01631 562030
for reservations

Craigard Road, 
Oban

Savour Scotland is a feature running in The Oban Times highlighting 
some of the best local places to eat out.
To put your restaurant on the map call Tamara on 01631 568000

Café & Takeaway
A feast of homemade treats & weekly specials 

to beat the credit crunch
Open Daily  •  7.30am - 4.00pm

86 George St, Oban  •  Tel: 01631 569777

Fun & informal
Charity Speed Dating

Royal Hotel, Oban
Proceeds to 

Leonard Cheshire Disability

Sat 28th March • 7pm • £15 pp

info/places tel/txt
Lorna 07766056771 

Rosanne 07725812728.
Don’t be shy come along - all ages!

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
MEUR CHRUACHAIN

CEILIDH
In Taynuilt Village Hall

Saturday 21st March 
at 7.45p.m.

Inveraray & District  Pipe Band
Atomic Piseag; 

Dealrach Quartet
Siobhan Anderson – fi ddle

Fear an Taighe; Rev. Brian Wilkinson
Adm. £3; Members & Children £2

Comunn Gaidhealach an Obain

CEILIDH
Masonic Hall, Albany Street, Oban

Saturday 28th March 7.30pm

Mary Catherine MacNeil MGM
Don R and Steven MacIver
David and Audrey Paterson

Piper Donald Morrison
Music by Michael and Joanie Garvin 

and Ruairidh Morrison
Fear an Taighe Donald Morrison

Adm £5

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Historical Perspective of the
Marine Life of Loch Creran:

Terry Donovan
(also book signing)

Saturday 21 March
Port Appin Hall

2.30pm
All welcome!

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk
Reg. Scottish Charity No. SC029411

Lochawe Village Hall

Table
Top Sale
Saturday 21st March

12 – 4pm
Baking and Bottle Stalls

Teas, Raffl e etc.

Annual Boat Jumble & Car Boot Sale
In

Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Saturday March 21st from 10.30am – 2pm
Nautical & non-nautical bargains; new and nearly new items.

Bring all the family for a great day out!
Entry - £2 (includes refreshments). 

Details - 01852 500689

North Argyll House

DAFFODIL TEA
In the house

Thursday 26th March
2.30 p.m.

Raffl e, Flowers, 
Baking.

Admission by donation

Netherlorn Piping Society
Performance by

Fred Morrison
Supported by

Pipe Major Angus MacColl and Oban High School Pipe Band
In the  Argyllshire Gathering Halls

Wednesday 25th March 2009 at 7.30pm
Admission:  Adults £3 Children: Free

All proceeds go towards the development of piping in Oban & Lorn

The Oban Times

Social SceneSocial Scene
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk
Web: www.obantimes.co.uk       Tel: 01631 568000

To buy photos, contact The Oban Times offi ce on 01631 568000

LOCHABER High School hosted a Gaelic primary education open day to give local parents a fl a-
vour of the benefi ts a Gaelic meduim primary school in Fort William could bring.

Left:
Pictured are 
members of 

the Sradagan 
Gaelic Youth 

Club. The club 
is presently 

looking for a 
Gaelic play 

leader to join 
them.

Contact Cateri-
na Gordon on 
01397 708630 

for more infor-
mation. f11gaelic04

Left: Margaret Bruce, play leader 
in Gaelic Play Group, Alison Heger, 

Gaelic Primary School teacher and Colm 
O’Rua, Gaelic teacher at Ardnamurchan 

High School. f11gaelic03

Above: Parent Catherine Spence with 
pupils from the Gaelic Medium Unit in 

Fort William. f11gaelic02

Eileen O’Rua with nursery pupils from the 
Gaelic Medium Unit in Fort William. f11gaelic01 

A PIANO, clarinet and voice trio 
was the latest guest of Oban Music 
Society when they visited the town 
last week. 

The Eisd Trio delighted the audi-
ence in St John’s Cathedral with a 
varied programme of arrangements 
by pianist Matthew Brown, taking 
in classical, contemporary and folk 
pieces.

Along with clarinettist Alex South 
and soprano Shuna Scott Sendall, 
Matthew formed the group in 
Wales fi ve years ago. 

The trio members have all recent-
ly worked with a host of prominent 
music groups, including the Scot-
tish Chamber Orchestra, Scottish 
Opera and the Scottish Clarinet 
Quartet.

Alex South, clarinet, Matthew Brown on piano and soprano 
Shuna Scott Sendall delighted at Oban Music Society’s recent 

recital. t12eis01

Oban Music 
Society host 
Eisd Trio

The UK’s leading 
charity for parents

Nearly New Sale
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban, 

Saturday  21st March 2009
11am – 2pm

Strictly babies, young children
and maternity goods

Contact Sarah Edwards
01852 200555

For table bookings

Meur Lochabair

HARRIS NIGHT
CEILIDH DANCE

in West End Hotel, Fort William
on Saturday, March  28th @ 7.30pm 
John Murdo Morrison, Archie MacKillop,

Chrissie MacVicar, Janet Campbell
Faire an Tigh: Alastair MacCuish

Music by Ian Angus MacLeod’s Band
Admission £8 

WELCOMES YOU
OPEN SEVEN DAYS

DELICIOUS FOOD & FABULOUS VIEWS
IDEAL VENUE FOR FUNCTIONS LARGE OR SMALL

01631 730250

     The
Creagan Inn
On Loch Crearan

NETHERLORN Piping Society have 
been fortunate in persuading Fred Mor-
rison to be the guest player at their fi nal 
recital for this season.

Fred, a well-known musician who is in 
great demand not only in Scotland but 
throughout the world, will play the High-
land bagpipes plus reel pipes and whistle.
 Supporting Fred will be Pipe Major 
Angus MacColl and Oban High School 
Pipe Band, who will have three bands 
playing on the night for the fi rst time.
  The recital takes place on Wednesday, 
March 25 and, as usual, will be in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls starting at 
7.30pm

Netherlorn pipers 
line up top name 
for final recital of 
the season

CHILDREN from pipe bands 
across Argyll attended Dum-
barton Pipe Band’s unique 
juvenile quartet piping com-
petition.

This was the second year 
and the event was supported 
with more than 100 children 
attending from pipe bands in 
Kintyre, Oban, Inveraray and 
Dunoon.

Quartet piping competitions 
were run by the Royal Scot-
tish Pipe Band Association 
up until the 1980s and were 
discontinued because of the 
costs of hiring large indoor 
premises. This meant that 
young pipers were unaware 
of the discipline.

The Band also decided to of-
fer a contest for novice pipers 
to play a traditional March, 
Strathspey and Reel which 
they do not normally get to 
play until they move up the 
grades.    The bands were 
fortunate to have the world 
famous Pipe Major Rob-
ert Mathieson of Shotts and 
Dykehead as the adjudicator 
for the day. 
Results:
Novice Juvenile 
Selection of Marches 
1 Dumbarton and District C
2 Oban High School A
3 Dumbarton and District A 
Novice Juvenile 
March, Strathspey and Reel
1 Milngavie A
2 Kintyre Schools B
3 Dumbarton and District B 
Juvenile Medley
1 Kintyre Schools A
2 Kintyre Schools B
3 Oban High School A 
Juvenile March, Strathspey and Reel   
1 Kintyre Schools A
2 Kintyre Schools B
3 Dumbarton and District A

Argyll bands     
attend unique
piping test

OBAN’S Spotlight Musical 
Theatre Group promised their 
most ambitious show yet and 
they didn’t disappoint in the 
singing and dancing spectac-
ular “Crazy For You” at the 
Corran Halls. 

The tale of stage struck and 
love struck Bobby Child, 
excellently played by John 
Robinson, wooing theatre 
owner’s daughter Polly Bak-
er - the marvellous Linsey 
McGlone - was full of fantas-
tic Gershwin songs and show 
stopping dance routines.

Indeed, the dancing was 
worth the price of admission 
alone and several of the big 
numbers, with a stage full of 
glamorous dancing girls and 
swaggering cowboys, had the 

audience cheering for more. 
Choreographer Louisa 

Hyde should be applauded 
for the extremely high stan-
dard of dancing the whole 
cast attained throughout the 
show.  

Laughs were to be had 
too with saloon bar owner 
Lank’s (Roddy MacEachen) 
attempts at coping with 
haughty, demanding  Irene 
(Kathleen Bate) before they, 
happily, fell into each other’s 
arms.

More fun came from Hun-
garian theatre impresario 
Zangler (director Kevin Bak-
er) as he tried to win back his 
girl Tess (Frances Melville). 
The scene where a drunk 
Zangler came across Bobby 

dressed up as himself, with 
false beard and wig, and mir-
roring his every move, was a 
joy to behold.

The show whizzed along 
with one  memorable song 
after another and laughs 
aplenty from the supporting 
cast, especially the splendidly 
ditsy Patsy (Morven Wright) 
and the fi sh out of water Eng-
lishman Fodor (played by 
last minute replacement Ben 
Redfearn) .

All aspects of the show- 
sets, costumes, acting, sing-
ing and particularly dancing 
were extremely professional 
and Spotlight certainly pro-
vided, once more, a wonder-
ful evening’s entertainment.

                              ‘Toastie’

Spotlight go crazy

The ‘Crazy’ pink dancers with mascot Megan Day t11crazy23

The ladies of the chorus line danced the night away t11crazy11

CAOL ARTZ have in the past 
brought some entertaining 
theatre to Lochaber. 

So I was looking forward to 
seeing TAG Citizens Thea-
tre’s Yellowmoon by David 
Greg at the Caol Community 
Theatre.

As soon as I walked into 
the hall I knew I was in for 
something special. The chairs 
were arranged in a square for 
the audience to be right round 
the performance.

The four players walk into 
the square and it starts. In-
tro over, ‘One’ calls the lead 
player and the fi rst chapter of 
the story unfolds. No props 
apart from four chairs. No 
costumes. No scenery. Only 
a soundtrack and the spoken 
word conveys the images we 
see before us. This is theatre 
in the raw. It’s a story told 
quickly and aggressively but 
touching for all that.

Shabana Bakhsh plays Lei-
la Suleiman, who you may 
have seen in River City, Ken 
Loach’s fi lm Ae Fond Kiss or 
more recently on Waterloo 
Street.

Pauline Knowles plays 
Jenni MacAlinden and Holly 
Malone, and has had numer-
ous stage appearences as well 
as Taggart and Wolf: Man 
Hunter, for the BBC.

Keith MacPherson (Billy 
Logan and Drunk Frank) ap-
peared in the Film My Name 
Is Joe and countless stage ap-
pearences.

Jordan McCurrach plays 
Lee MacAlinden, or Stagger 
Lee as he likes to be called, 
a boy who runs wild around 

town while his mother lies in 
bed with depression. 

Stagger Lee meets Silent 
Leila, a quiet clever doctor’s 
daughter who keeps herself to 
herself as she is an outsider, a 
foreigner. 

They become friends when 
something terrible happens 
and run away together to the 
Highlands where Lee reckons 
he will fi nd his father living 
in the big house of the estate.

The acting is superb and 
the story dark and haunting. 
When the play ends the ap-
plause is loud and long but 
the audience sits and waits 
wishing the story would go 
on.

Rarely have we seen theatre 
so good in Lochaber.

Caol Artz have more up 
and coming events planned. 
On Monday, May 18 there 
is a chance to see ‘The Last 
Cuckoo’ by BAFTA nominee 
Nigel Forde. Actor Andrew 
Harrison’s solo performance 
moves and stirs the heart and 
provokes laughter, intrigue 
and enjoyment for all.

Friday, June 5 sees Home-
Made Shakespeare bringing 
a very unusual act to Caol 
Community Centre. It’s not 
Shakespeare for the purist or 
the faint hearted. It is mime, 
puppeteer and stand up com-
edy and experienced story 
telling.

Caol Artz has funding 
support from the Highland 
Council and Awards For All. 
Come along to the next event 
and I’m sure you will be well 
rewarded.

- Lachie Mor MacDougall

Theatre come to Caol 
with Yellowmoon

NOW OPEN 
Under New Ownership

Newley refurbished

Tel: 01838 300272
E: info@crianlarich-hotel.co.uk
Crianlarich, Perthshire, FK20 8RW

MOTHER’S 
DAY LUNCH

3 course lunch
free glass of 

sparkling wine
£23.00 pp

Sunday 22nd 
March



ACROSS
1. Karlheinz, German avant-

garde composer born in
1928 (11)

9. Feline mammal also
called the desert lynx (7)

10. —- metal is a substitute
for gold leaf made from
thin sheets of copper (5)

11. Milton, Ugandan presi-
dent deposed by Amin in
1971 (5)

12. ‘The Castle of —-’, novel
by Horace Walpole (7)

13. Seventh planet from the
sun (6)

15. Liquid alkane hydrocar-
bon found in petroleum
(6)

18. French city on the Vienne
River which is a centre of
the porcelain industry (7)

20. Brightest star in the con-
stellation Cygnus (5)

22. City in N.E. France
which became capital of
the dukes of Lorraine in
the 12c (5)

23. TV Western series which
featured the Cartwright
family (7)

24. See 5 Down.

DOWN
2. The trunk of the human

body (5)
3. Jean, author of Les

Enfants terribles (7)
4. James, author of

Goodbye Mr. Chips (6)
5, and 24 Across. 1911 novel

by Joseph Conrad (5,7,4)
6. European republic whose

capital is Tallinn (7)
7. 1975 musical with songs

by Marvin Hamlisch and
Edward Kleban (1,6,4)

8. 1898 volume of short sto-
ries by Stephen Crane
(3,4,4)

14. 1827 novel by Stendhal
(7)

16. Progression of chords
giving an effect of clos-
ing a section of music (7)

17. Line on a map connecting
places of equal atmos-
pheric pressure (6)

19. Flat-topped submarine
mountain common in the
Pacific (5)

21. Jack, actor who starred in
the David Lynch film
Eraserhead (5)

QUICK CLUES DOWN
2. Impressive (5)
3. Inheritor (7)
4. Voracious (6)
5. Accumulate (5)
6. Unfriendly (7)
7. Supposition (11)
8. Fearlessness (11)

14. Tidy up (7)
16. Transient (7)
17. Heavenly body (6)
19. Verify (5)
21. Vigilant (5)

QUICK CLUES ACROSS
1. Art of handwriting (11)
9. One who flees for

safety (7)
10. Fire-rising (5)
11. Cleave (5)
12. Portfolio (7)
13. Assemble (6)
15. Maintenance (6)
18. Crush (7)
20. Turf (5)
22. Surpass (5)
23. Plain (7)
24. Question (11)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24

SOLUTIONS TO LAST WEEK
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE - Across: 1 Capybara; 5 Adam; 9

Argo; 10 Schumann; 11 Azaña; 12 Amphora; 13 Live and Let
Die; 18 Pakistan; 19 Pudu; 20 Tenniel; 21 Horae; 22 Kiss; 23
Devonian.

Down: 2 Abruzzi; 3 Yaoundé; 4 Richard Hadlee; 6 Diamond; 7
Mondale; 8 Purple; 13 Lipetsk; 14 Vikings; 15 Austin; 16
Typhoon; 17 Indiana.

QUICK - Across: 1 Fireside; 5 Chic; 9 Isle; 10 Assassin; 11 Sloth;
12 Imitate; 13 Trading vessel; 18 Athletic; 19 Safe; 20 Stealth; 21
Merry; 22 Tier; 23 Admitted.

Down: 2 Insular; 3 Ejected; 4 Distinguished; 6 Hussars; 7 Conceal;
8 Famine; 13 Transit; 14 Achieve; 15 Ideals; 16 Suspect; 17
Enforce.

The Oban Times
Those Were The Days15 Years

Ago Thursday March 17, 1994

The Oban Times GENERAL KNOWLEDGE DOUBLE CROSSWORD

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

NO. 579

Crucial time for tourism
THE WEST Highland and Islands of 
Argyll Tourist Board faces the most 
important two years in its existence.

This follows a diffi cult year which 
saw the board manage to turn a trading 
loss of under £100,000 into a profi t of 
£31,000.

Adressing the annual meeting in 
Oban’s Highland Theatre on Tuesday, 
chairman Mike Shaw said ‘People 
should pull together in the lead up to 
any changes in 1996.

‘We have had to be sensible grown up 
people and get on with the job.’

He was backed by director of tourism 
Jim Wilson who said ‘I think it is im-
portant that we are working together to 
secure a decent end for tourism in the 
area.

‘It is very important that we make the 
best of the area and keep it in the public 
eye.’

Irish ferry link
ANOTHER consultants’ report was 
expected to be commissioned this week 
into the possibility of a KintyreNorthern 

Ireland ferry link.
Argyll and the Islands Enterprise 

(AIE) was expected to be commis-
sioned a fresh feasibility study into the 
project earlier this week.

AIE’s Kintyre development offi cer 
Ian Brown announced the new study at 
a meeting forum organised by the Kin-
tyre Marketing Group in Campbeltown 
on the future of tourism in the area.

The new report follows a study car-
ried out last year into the link which 
suggested Ballycastle would provide 
the best site for the Northern Irish Ter-
minal.

Talks have also been held with Strath-
clyde Police, the Department of Trans-
port and a fi rm of private companies 
about the security implications of the 
link.

Mr Brown said security costs could 
account for as much as 20 per cent of 
the running costs of the service.

If the service goes ahead Campbel-
town will have to be designed as a port 
of entry under the terms of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act.

The plans would however create jobs 
for around 200 people. 

Talking peace
INTERNATIONAL peace campaigner 
Bruce Kent has urged people of Argyll 
to press the authorities to fi nd out what 
would happen to them in the event of a 
nuclear submarine reactor accident off 
Kintyre.  Mr Kent, vice president of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
(CND), was speaking at a public meeting 
in the town hall last weekend.

Afterwards he said ‘The effects of a 
nuclear reactor accident involving a 
submarine would be catastrophic, so I 
think people should be told what to do  
if one happens.

On the move
A Calmac ferry carried out a Hebridean 
fl itting to and from the only house on the 
fouracre island Rhudha ‘Chruiadh near 
Oban this week.

The couple who have lived on the is-
land for 31 years were moving back to 
the mainland.

Ross and Ann McMahon moved to 
the isle, at the northeasterly tip of the 
Kerrera, after building the only house 
on the island in 1963.
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UNITED Auctions sold 4,791 
prime sheep including 2,982 
hoggs and 1,809 ewes and 
rams at Stirling last Thurs-
day.

Texel hoggs from Old Leck-
ie sold to 217p per kilo. 

Guardswell sold Texels to 
£98 with Beltex hoggs from 
Head of Moulin fetching 
£91.50 and 200p per kilo. 

Blackface hoggs from St 
Mungoes sold to £79 and 
188p per kilo.

Suffolk ewes from Braughty 
sold to £99, with Texels from 
Corsehope to £94 and Chevi-
ots from Kinaldy to £74.

UNITED Auctions (UA) is to 
spend over £250,000 on an up-
grade to Dalmally Auction Mart 
in a move which it says shows a 
further commitment to farming 
in Argyll and the islands.

Eco-friendly
The upgrade to the mart, which 

is one of the most important 
seasonal markets in Scotland, 
will include a new sale ring, 
brand new metal penning, con-
crete resurfacing, a new wash-
ing system and digital weighing 
equipment.

In an eco-friendly addition the 
new overhead washing system 
will use water collected on the 

roof of the mart.
Dalmally Mart was bought by 

UA Auctioneers in September 
2007 after it was put up for sale 
by Elphinstone Group, which 
had completed a management 
buyout of UA earlier that year.

Donald Morrison, managing 
director of UA’s west coast op-
erations, which includes Argyll 
and the islands, said the sub-
stantial investment at Dalmally 
was an indication of the compa-
ny’s continued commitment to 
farming in the area.

Mr Morrison said ‘We want to 
emphasise that the company is 
looking to the future. You don’t 

spend money in this economic 
climate, when stock numbers 
are certainly not increasing, un-
less you are committed to the 
area.

Changes to legislation 
‘We are commited to the auc-

tioneering of livestock at Dal-
mally and hope we are putting 
out a signal to our customers 
that we are here to serve them 
in the years to come.

‘We are making this invest-
ment to ensure that the market 
will meet any future changes to 
legislation. We are classed as 
market leaders and are looking 
to the future and looking to-

wards biosecurity measures and 
health and safety aspects.’

Highlands and Islands MSP, 
Jamie McGrigor, who as a 
farmer himself uses the mart, 
congratulated UA for under-
standing the importance of Dal-
mally. 

Mr McGrigor said ‘I wrote to 
the cabinet secretary Richard 
Lochhead last year requesting 
assistance for Dalmally Mart 
and am glad to see that this as-
sistance has been forthcoming 
and that the improvements to 
Dalmally are to go ahead. 

‘This will be welcome news to 
those who use the market and to 

many who may now wish to use 
it in the future.

‘Hopefully more buyers will 
be attracted to Dalmally be-
cause of this new investment 
and I can only encourage them 
to come there as the standard of 
livestock is extremely high. 

‘Dalmally Market must also 
be one of the most beautiful set-
tings of any market in Scotland 
and I am so pleased its facilities 
are being upgraded. Let us hope 
that the future of Dalmally Mart 
is now secured which will give 
a boost to the confi dence of the 
farming industry throughout 
the west of Scotland.’

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts  sold 3,225 store lambs, 
breeding and feeding sheep 
at Dingwall last Wednesday 
when strong hoggs and fl eshy 
ewes continued to sell at re-
cent high rates while keeping 
sheep tended to be easier on 
the week. 

Lambs averaged £50.17 and 
sold to £78 for Cheviots from 
East Clyne, Brora. Ewe lambs 
averaged £45.84 and sold to 
£75.50 for Cheviots from No. 
7 Achrimsdale, Brora.

Ewes averaged £43.14 and 
sold to £89 for Suffolks from 
Strathskiach, Evanton, while 
gimmers averaged £34.65 and 
sold to £50 for a Mule from 
Flichity Mains, Farr.

Rams averaged £38.31 and 
sold to £86 for a Texel from 
Lower Park, Evanton.

Gimmers in lamb averaged 
£56.36 and sold to £60 for 
Cheviots scanned with twins 
from Woodburn, Lairg, while 
ewes in lamb averaged £47.22 
and sold to £89 for Cheviots 
scanned with twins to a Che-
viot also from Woodburn. 
Blackface ewes scanned with 
singles from Lochbuie, New-
tonmore sold to £38.

ISLAY                   
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £820 Lorgba  
£735(2) Aoradh  £725  Lorgba  
£710(5), £685(12), £675(7)  
Craigens  £645 Rockside  
£615(8) and £610(7) Craigens  
£605 Rockside and Craigens 
(6).
British BlueX: £790, £760(3) 
and £725(3)  Ardbeg
CharolaisX: £850  Aoradh  £820  
Knocklearach  £790(6) and 
£785(2) Aoradh  £775(10)  Eor-
rabus  £765(6), £715(3) and 
£710(2)Aoradh  £705  Octofad 
(2), Aoradh and Brybruich(4)  
£680 and £620  Cattadale.
LimousinX: £905(2)  Lossit  
£885 Brybruich  £840  Ardbeg 
(2) and Eorrabus  £835  Neriby  
£830(2)  Tallant  £820  Octo-
fad (2) and Ardbeg (4)  £815  
Blackrock  £810(2)  Lorgba  
£800 Neriby  £785  Aoradh (9), 
Ardbeg and Lossit(4)  £780 (2) 
Aoradh  £775 (2) Brybruich  
£765 (2)  Carrabus  £755 (4)  

Octofad  £750  Carrabus  £745  
Aoradh (8) and Leorin (3)  £735  
Octofad (2) and Brybruich (2)  
£730  Lorgba  £725  Ardbeg 
and Kilbride  £705  Eorrabus 
(4) and Blackrock (2)  £700 (8) 
Aoradh.
SimmentalX: £870 and £715  
Cladville  £700  Octofad.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX:
£570(3)  Rockside
British BlueX: £610 Ardbeg  
£570  Blackrock 
CharolaisX: £810(2)  Knock-
learach  £750 (5)  Eorrabus  
£720  Knocklearach  £690 (7) 
and 675 (3)  Aoradh  £675 (2)  
Brybruich  £665 (3)  Aoradh  
£655 (3) and £650  Eorrabus  
£620 (2) and £600 (2)  Aoradh  
£585 (6)  Knocklearach  £580(6)  
Brybruich.
LimousinX: £790  Brybruich  
£750Lossit  £745 (2)  Ardbeg  
£715 Eorrabus  £710 (2) Octo-
fad  £705  Lorgba  £690  Aoradh 
; £675  Octofad and Aoradh  
£670  Ardbeg (5) and Eorrabus 
(4)  £665  Aoradh  £655 (6) 

Neriby  £650 (3)  Eorrabus  
£635 Octofad (4), Carrabus (2) 
and Ardbeg (4)  £630 Carrabus  
£625 (4) and £620 (10) Octofad  
£610  Ardbeg  £605Aoradh 
(12) and Blackrock (2)  £600 
(2), £590 (8)  Aoradh  £590(5)  
Neriby  £585 Octofad (2) and 
Sunderland (8)  £570  Octofad 
(9) and Blackrock (6).
SimmentalX: £605  Cladville.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: 207p(4), 
206p(4), 195p (2) and 194p (2)  
Calumkill.
British BlueX: 193p(4) and 
191p(3) Ardbeg
CharolaisX: 209p and 207p(10) 
Knocklearach  205p(6), 203p(2), 
201p, 194p (2), 193p and 191p  
Aoradh  190p  Eorrabus (10) 
and Cattadale.
LimousinX: 226p Neriby  221p 
(7)  Leorin  219p(4)  Ardbeg  
216p(3)  Neriby  215p (5)  
Starchmill  212p(2)  Carrabus  
210p(4)  Aoradh  210p(12) 
Knochlearach  208p (2)  Tal-
lant  207p (2)  Ardbeg  206p(9)  

Leorin  205p  Aoradh (6), Tal-
lant (6), Leorin (2) and Neriby 
(2)  204p  Octofad (4), Ardbeg 
(4) and Knocklearach (14)  
203p(2) Ardbeg  202p Carrabus 
and Dunlossit (4)  201p  Octofad 
(7), Aoradh and Tallant (4)  199p  
Aoradh (8) and Brybruich  198p  
Aoradh (8), Tallant (4) and Ner-
iby  197p(3) and 196p(5)  Ao-
radh  196p(6)  Blackrock  195p 
(8) Aoradh  194p(2) Starchmill  
193p Ardbeg, Blackrock (2), 
Leorin (2) and Knocklearach (5)  
192p  Octofad (2), Starchmill 
(3), Carrabus (2), Blackrock and 
Leorin (5)  191p  Starchmill, 
Aoradh (2) and Carrabus  190p 
(5)  Kilbride.
SimmentalX: 207p, 206p and 
194p  Calumkill.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX: 199p (4) and 
197p (2)  Calumkill
British BlueX: 221p  Ardbeg
CharolaisX: 201p (7) and 200p 
(5)  Knocklearach  191p (3) and 
188p (7) Aoradh. 
LimousinX: 198p Brybruich  
194p (5)  Ardbeg  193p(8) and 

191p  Aoradh  188p Starchmill 
(4) and Aoradh  187p (12) 
Aoradh  186p  Neriby (6) and 
Blackrock (2)  184p(5)  Neriby 
183p (2) and 182p (2)  Ardbeg  
181p (10)  Knochlearach  180p 
(2)  Octofad.
SimmentalX: 181p  Cladville.

DINGWALL             
Dingwall and
Highland Marts
Lambs : SuffX – No. 13 Nether 
Inshes, Inverness, £77; Tex 
– East Clyne, £75; BF – View-
bay, Munlochy, £74; Chev 
– Dalchiel, Dornoch, £73; TexX 
– Little Croy Farm, Croy, £72; 
Cross – No. 6 Woodside of Cul-
loden, £71; CHM – Lochdhu, 
Nairn, £65.
Ewe lambs CHM – No. 15 
Balnadelson, Lairg, £72; Chev 
– Carrol Farm, Brora, £69; 
TexX – Ballachraggan Farm, 
Kildary, £63; BF – Gesto Farm, 
Struan, £53.50.
Ewes: BL – Ashton Farm, In-
verness, £87; Suff – Ashton 

Farm, £85; SuffX – Drakies 
House, Inverness, £81; Cross 
– Druid Temple Farm, Inver-
ness, £79; BDM – Tighnahinch, 
Alcaig, £78; Tex – Bunchrew 
Farm, Inverness, £76; TexX 
– Kirkton Farm, Golspie, £72; 
Chev – Kirkton Farm, £71; HB 
– Little Croy Farm, £70; Lly 
– Clynelish Farm, Brora, £59; 
BeltX – Mariain, Evanton, £57; 
Mule – Little Croy Farm, £56; 
CHM – Greenlands, Arabella, 
£54.
Gimmers: TexX – Easter Dalziel 
Farm, Dalcross, £48; Chev 
– Proncy Farm, Dornoch, £43.
Rams: Char – Braeedge Farm, 
£77; BF – Braelangwell Farm, 
Ardgay, £72; Chev – Kirksheaf, 
Tain, £57; BDM – Braeedge 
Farm, £57; BFL – Druid Tem-
ple Farm, £52; Tex – Clury 
Farm, Dulnain Bridge, £50; Suff 
– Dunballoch, Beauly, £48.
Gimmers in lamb: Cheviot – 
Woodburn, £56 (singles). Ewes 
in lamb: Chev – Woodburn, £68 
(singles); BF – Lochbuie, New-
tonmore, £38 (singles).

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual Early Spring Sale of 730 
store cattle and suckled calves 
at Islay Auction Mart last Sat-
urday.

An excellent show of qual-
ity bred cattle were on offer.  A 
strong force of mainland buyers 
were present and all stock was 
easily cleared at levels above 

seller’s expectations.  The 490 
bullocks averaged £633.34 per 
head and 184.6 pence per kilo, 
while the 240 heifers averaged 
£583.98 per head and 176.3 

pence per kilo.  Bullocks sold 
to £905 twice for Limousin 
crosses from Lossit Farm and to 
226 pence per kilo, also Limou-
sin crosses, this time from Ner-

iby Farm.  Heifers sold to £810 
twice for Charolais crosses from 
Knocklearach Farm and to 221 
pence per kilo for British Blue 
crosses from Ardbeg Farm.

SCOTTISH Natural Heritage (SNH) has re-opened 
its sea eagle management scheme for West Highland 
crofters and farmers in areas where the birds are present.
  SNH says its recognises ‘the continuing demand 
for the support the scheme provides to land man-
agers’ and will operate the scheme for a year.
  When SNH last ran the programme between 
January 2006 and 2008, 20 eligible land managers 
signed up.

Farmers and crofters whose holdings are close 
to sea eagle nests are eligible. 

SNH say it will shortly be contacting them 
to detail how the scheme can offer pay-
ments for specifi c activities aimed at benefi t-
ing the eagles and assisting with stock rearing.
 Following strong anecdotal evidence sea 
eagles were taking lambs, SNH is work-
ing with crofters and the RSPB in Wester 
Ross ‘to establish a clearer picture of the im-
pacts’ the birds are having on sheep fl ocks.
 Potential applicants can contact Stephen Varwell 
at SNH Portree Offi ce on 01478 613329.

UA show commitment to west with 
£250,000 Dalmally market upgrade

‘This will be welcome news to those who use the market and to 
many who may now wish to use it in the future.’ - Jamie McGrigor MSP

SNH to re-open sea 
eagle scheme

Hoggs sell to 
217p per kilo 
at Stirling

Suffolk ewes 
fetch £89 at 
Dingwall

Neriby Limousin bullocks sell to 226p per kilo on Islay

Market reports

Lorn
ploughing
match this 
weekend
P L O U G H I N G  e n -
thusiasts will gather 
at Achnacloich Estate, 
between Connel and 
Taynuilt this Saturday, 
March 21, for the Annu-
al North Lorn Ploughing 
Match.

Although there are 
no horses entered for 
this year’s competition, 
there will be plenty of 
tractor-driven entrants 
testing their skill be-
tween the furrows for a 
variety of trophies and 
prizes.

Refreshments will be 
available on the field 
and entry is by dona-
tion, with monies raised 
going to boost the funds 
of local charity ABCD 
(Argyll Beats Cardio-
vascular Disease).

The event starts at 
10am.

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Collie pups
Off good working 

parents
Ready now
Telephone

07881 642 801 / 
01880 760219

AUCTION
Pheasant Rearing 

Equipment

Full range of equipment 
capable of 20 thousand 
birds being auctioned 

March 27, 2009 at 1pm.  

Blackhill farm, Glenshochie, 
Moneydie, by Bankfoot, 

Perth.  PH1 4PX 
Telephone 01738 582 422

 

IACS 2009
IACS surgeries will be 

held as follows

LOCATION DATES

Oban 31 March and 7 May

Cowal 1 April

Coll 6-8 April

Mull – Salen 14-15 April

Mull – Fionnphort 15-16 April

Islay 21-23 April and 30 April-1 May

Jura 24 April

Tiree 20-23 April

Acharacle 28 April

Mallaig 28-29 April

Fort William 29-30 April

Colonsay  28-29 April

Appointments by booking only

SAC  Glencruitten Road  Oban  Argyll    PA34  4DW
Telephone: 01631 563093  
Fax: 01631 565074
email: fbsoban@sac.co.uk



West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET 
BALVICAR BY OBAN
Traditional detached house, 

2 public rooms, 3 double 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
breakfast room, large stone 

built outhouse, central 
heating,  woodburner, open 

fire, good views.
01852316106 or 07979888513
coachhouse@fusemail.com

Wanted:Holiday Cottages
•Payment in advance
•Free no obligation advice and property inspections
•Award winning website

www.sykescottages.co.uk
01244 356861 Sykes Cottages

TO LET
OBAN

2 BEDROOM FLAT
FULLY FURNISHED

In quiet part of town
Immediate Entry

No D.S.S.

Tel: 07789515826
07769738479

2 BEDROOMED 
COTTAGE WITH 

GARDEN. 
18 miles east of Oban 
in elevated position above 
A85.Ideal commute Oban 
or Glasgow. available part/
unfurnished. No dogs. No 
DSS. Prefer non smokers. 

References essential 
£450pcm. 

Tel 07743732584

FOR RENT
FURNISHED, 2 

BEDROOM FLAT
Meadowburn, 
Campbeltown
£320 pcm
No DSS

Tel: 01586 810268
(evenings)

for further details

TO LET

FOR SALE

WHISKY MAC’S
CAMPBELTOWN

Now approaching the end of a successful 10 year lease, 
the owner is now offering, for sale, 

this freehold public house in an excellent trading location.
Consisting of three bars, kitchen and cellar.

Whisky Mac’s presents a fantastic opportunity to take advantage 
of the forthcoming waterfront and marina development, 

plus the proposed ferry terminal.
Included in the sale are two modernised self contained apartments.

To request further details telephone 01586 554342.

COMMERCIAL

WANTED

Property wanted 
TO RENT
Oban area

Professional couple seek 
1 or 2  bedroom property 

References available

Please contact Ali on 01631 568049

ISLE OF ISLAY
SITE FOR SALE

Superb Coastal location with views over 
Port Ellen Bay and the Mull of Kintyre. 

Approx 5acres of unspoilt land with 
outline planning permission for one 

house and all services. 
Attractively priced at £85,000

Tel: 01496 302360.

LONG LET
KINTYRE
ARGYLL

Unfurnished Cottage 7miles 
North of Carradale, on 

B842 at Cour, on private 
estate with beach and  

beautiful views to Arran. 
Also one tiny Cottage.

Telephone 01880 760 236 
www.cour.org.

OBAN
TO LET

2 Bedroom 
Flat

Quiet area.
Sorry no D.S.S.

£490 pcm
Tel: 07770737654

TO LET 6 MONTHS OR 12 MONTH LEASE:
 3 Bedroom detached property at 

North Connel, Unfurnished. 
£650.00 per month.

References required, also deposit of £650.00
 No DSS\Students

 Please contact Stevenson Kennedy  
01631 562317 or linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

ROCKBANK – NEW PRICE 
Lower Villa apartment 
conveniently situated 
in an established and 
popular residential 
area below McCaigs 
Tower.   Accommoda-
tion comprises Lounge, 
Kitchen, 4 bedrooms 
bathroom.   Small garden area to front and enclosed 
rear courtyard with open store area.   Free on street 
parking.  OFFERS OVER £132,500 

PLOT AT BRACKEN LODGE, DERVAIG 
PA75 6QW  

Unique opportunity to 
acquire a prime elevat-
ed site with stunning 
views.   
Plot extends to approx-
imately 0.7 acres.  Liv-
ing accommodation on 
site (included in sale)
Foundations in place. Picturesque village location.   
All services installed. Garden cultivated.
Three good sized outbuildings with electricity in-
stalled. OFFERS OVER £150,000 

TO LET
OBAN

Furnished
3 Bed Flat

Gas CH, DG
Off Road Parking

No Smokers 
or DSS

Tel:
07816895049,
01847 611316

ROOM TO LET
Fort William Area

CORPACH
Fully furnished bedroom in 
spacious house, sharing 

lounge, dining room, 
kitchen and utility room.

£250 p.c.m.
(including Council Tax)

Non-smoker
Tel: 01397 772861 

(daytime)
01397 772199 

(after 6p.m.)

OBAN
Esplanade - Magnifi cent Views,

Furnished 2 bedroom  ground fl oor fl at
Deposit £750 Rent £525 pcm

Soroba - Spacious unfurnished 
3 bedroom fl at

£460 deposit £460 pcm

21st Century Properties 0141 424 4444

TO LET
One Bedroom Flat
Oban Town Centre
Excellent decorative order,

 new floor coverings 
throughout.

£375 p.c.m. + C/Tax

Tel: 01852 300432 
(evenings)

Coastal 
cottage/plot 

wanted,
anything considered 

but must be close 
to the sea. 

Guaranteed easy 
sale, cash buyer. 

Contact
theseabear40@hotmail.com

or phone 07717494224.

OFFICE TO LET – 5 Stafford Street, Oban  
Self-contained fi rst fl oor Offi ce Suite in convenient 
town-centre location overlooking the harbour.  Comprises 
2 private offi ce rooms, kitchen/store and toilet.  Flexible 
lease terms.  Full details available on request.  

SHOP TO LET – 1A Combie Street, Oban
Prominent lock-up Shop Unit, well-located just off Argyll 
Square, the town’s commercial hub.  Approximately 330 
sq ft (net) plus back shop with toilet, large display window.  
Flexible lease terms.  Full details available on request.

COMMERCIAL

TORLUNDY
COURTYARD
FORT WILLIAM

(3 miles)
3 Bedroom Apartment, 

2 Bathrooms,
Living Room, Dining, 
Kitchen, unfurnished,
£550 pcm + Council 

Tax, No DHS.
Telephone 

01397 703015

North Argyll House
Care Home for the Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban
We have a residential vacancy for 

respite/long term care - single room 
en-suite facilities.

Contact Morag Telfer 01631 562168

FOR SALE

Garage/Workshop 
Premises

c600ft²
Breadalbane Lane, Tobermory

Isle of Mull

James Barr 0141 300 8000
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LUING islanders hit out at 
plans this week to spend 
£68,000 a year to try and 
resolve concerns about emer-
gency medical cover.

Helicopter 
That is the estimated fi g-

ure of proposed helicopter 
costs to take patients off the 
island.

Yet a GP, Dr George Han-
nah of Seil, claims ‘the saf-
est, quickest, easiest method 
of evacuating patients from 
the island is by the vehicle 
ferry’.

Latest proposals put to is-
landers would also see more 
than £20,000 spent on a con-
verted transit van to shuttle 
patients to a waiting helicop-
ter.

Avoidable expense
This week Luing Commu-

nity Council said such huge 
expense could be avoided if 
Argyll and Bute Council un-
dertook an independent pay 
review to resolve single sta-
tus complaints of the island’s 
ferrymen who, in protest, 
have ceased a goodwill ser-
vice for emergencies.

Dr Hannah also warned: 
‘Sooner or later something 
bad will happen.

‘For non-emergency call 
outs, in cases of mental 
health, palliative care and 
general medical advice, the 
helicopter is less likely to be 
in the best interests of the pa-
tient.

Negotiations
‘I understand the Com-

munity Health Partnership 
(CHP) is willing to negotiate 
with Argyll and Bute Council 
to use the ferry, but the coun-
cil has not managed to nego-
tiate with its staff.’

A statement from the ferry-
men stated: ‘We were offered 
£7 per night to do an on-call 
service. We think that this 
payment is completely inap-
propriate and are calling on 
the council to undertake an 
independent pay review.’

Neil McQueen, chairman 
of the community council, 
said: ‘Not everyone needs 
to be fl own off the island 
and an ambulance would be 
quicker.

‘There is no way to get a GP 

onto the island if there is no 
ferry. So every NHS 24 call 
that shows sinister symptoms 
will spark a helicopter at 
£4,000 a time.

‘It would be much cheaper 
to pay ferrymen their over-
time.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘The 
council will assist if possible 
but has no statutory duty to 
transfer medical emergen-
cies.

‘Payment of on-call (charg-
es) by a relevant body may 
alleviate the problems of mo-
bilising the vehicular ferry at 
night.’

Islanders on Luing don’t want 
annual spend of £68,000 on 
emergency medical cover

Luing backs 
ferrymen in 
stand over 
evacuations

A PARISIAN is opening a kayak centre in 
Oban and to celebrate she is painting the town 
red - well, orange actually.

Frenchwoman Cathy Chedal along with 
partners Stuart Wagstaff from Campbeltown 
and Jon Haydock from London are renovat-
ing commercial buildings in Oban’s Argyll 
Street to offer kayakers everything that they 
could ever want when they visit west coast 
waters.

Building on their success in Aberfeldy, the 
partners intend that the Oban centre will be 
up and running before the summer season 
begins. Stuart said: ‘We have been working 
in and around the west coast for fi ve years, 
but continued to be based in Aberfeldy - but it 
makes perfect sense to open the centre on Ar-
gyll Street where we will have a wide range 
of stock, a hire-centre and storage space for 
kayakers.’

Kayaking down Argyll Street in Oban, Cathy Chedal stops to paint her new building.
t12kay01

Kayak company comes west

A UNIQUE programme is 
helping Oban High School stu-
dents get into employment.

The Pathways Programme 
brings together the school, 
local businesses and volun-
tary organisations to provide 
additional courses offering 
opportunities for a broader 
education.

Courses include a young 
fi refi ghters course, sound re-
cording, web design, fi rst aid 
and driving skills.

Oban High School head 
teacher Peter Bain said the 
school anticipated that many 
of the courses would be over-
subscribed: ‘Instead of spend-
ing just a week on placement, 
successful candidates on each 
course will undertake a period 
of study or experience lasting 
eight, 16 or 24 weeks. 

‘I would like to thank all the 
providers for offering young-
sters this opportunity and I 
am looking forward to seeing 
how those youngsters grow 
and develop through this ex-
perience.’ 

Oban councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish added: ‘This is a for-
ward thinking programme 
designed not only to give our 
young people an edge but also 
to help them to gain more 
rounded experience of work 
and life in general.’

Unique
help for 
high school 
students

A COMMUNITY project in 
Glasgow is continuing to fl our-
ish thanks to a timber supply 
from Appin forests.

GalGael Trust, which builds 
and sails traditional boats to 
give unemployed people a 
pathway back to work.

And after a visit from Mike 
Russell MSP, while he was 
still Environment Minister, 
the Govan-based group has 
been given a much-needed 
supply of larch wood.

GalGael’s Tam McGarvey 
explained: ‘Mr Russell really 
came good. He put us in touch 
with the Forestry Commission 
in Appin and they have pro-
vided us with enough larch to 
build a whole boat.

‘Larch is the kind of wood 
that every builder of tradi-
tional boats is after.

‘There was also some oak 
for the keel and some Sitka 
Spruce for the oars with the 
recent delivery.’

The GalGael Trust helped 
a workshop last week with 
Gaelic comedian and scholar 
Norman MacLean.

The workshop centred on a 
reading from Mr MacLean’s 
forthcoming biography, The 
Lepers Bell – Refl ections of a 
changeling.

Comedian Norman 
MacLean performs at the 
GalGael Trust workshop.

Appin larch 
boosts
Glasgow
project

AN OBAN removal and stor-
age company has donated 
£1,000 to help Mid Argyll 
Swimming Pool stay afl oat.

MacQueen Brothers has 
pledged the money from its 
community benefi t fund.

Director Graham Mac-
Queen said: ‘It’s unthinkable 
this pool should close and 
I’m sure the community will 

rally around to make sure this 
amenity keeps going.’

Swimmers from across Ar-
gyll will also be doing their 
bit to save the pool by tak-
ing the plunge in a 24-hour 
‘swim-fest’.

Oban Otters have already 
pledged their support for 
the event, one of the most 
ambitious ever to aid a lo-

cal amenity. Swimmers of all 
ages will swim in 30-minute 
slots through the night of 
April 3-4.

Last week it was announced 
that the pool faced imminent 
closure.

A bank overdraft of 
£10,000 had been frozen, 
meaning the pool and its 
dedicated staff faced closing 

‘within days’. But immedi-
ately users of the swimming 
pool sprang into action, led 
by the Mid Argyll Triath-
lon and Cycle Club, and an 
emergency meeting came 
up with a series of inno-
vative measures designed 
to keep the pool open.
Stephen Whiston, from the 
Tri and Cycle Club, and 

a co-opted member of the 
swimming pool board, said: 
‘We are confi dent we can se-
cure the future of the pool. 
I am sure everyone in this 
area will agree that the pool 
is one of the key elements of 
Mid Argyll’s infrastructure 
promoting the dynamism 
and vibrancy of our rural 
community.’

Oban company bid to keep Mid Argyll swimming pool afloat



16 RECRUITMENT Thursday 19 March 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

As part of our ongoing commitment to con  nual 
improvement West Highland Housing Associa  on Ltd. 
and its subsidiary are looking for people who would 
be interested in joining the Commi  ees of these 
organisa  ons.  

We are looking for people with

• Enthusiasm and a posi  ve a   tude;
• An interest in housing and people;
• Specifi c skills in one of the following;

- being on a Commi  ee or having experience of 
Commi  ee work

- understanding fi nance;
- working in or a good knowledge of building

•  A desire to work as a Team to solve problems 
•  An interest in the services and responsibili  es of the 

Commi  ee 

Commi  ee Members receive:

• Support, training and development 
• Out of pocket expenses
• The opportunity and sa  sfac  on of giving something 

back to the community

We hold our Management Commi  ee mee  ngs on a 
Friday morning and sub-commi  ees are generally held in 

the evening.

West Highland Housing Associa  on welcomes 
applica  ons from all members of the community, if 
you are interested in obtaining an applica  on pack, 

please contact Ruby Campbell at West Highland Housing 
Associa  on, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Telephone: 01631 566451
E-Mail: mail@westhighlandha.co.uk

Closing date for applica  ons is Friday 27 March 2009
Registered Charity in Scotland No. SCO17357

VACANCY ON OYSTER 
FARM NEAR BENDERLOCH

Wet weather gear and 
training provided

Driving licence preferred

Tel 01631 570222 
evenings after 7pm.

Mark Sutherland Electrical Contractor 

requires experienced 
Electricians
Covering Oban area

please contact 01631 566642

Our friendly team are 
looking for seasonal staff 
for both full time and part 
time positions.
We are looking for 3 team members to join our 
Shoreline Coffee Shop, 1 to work in our gift shop 
and 1 in our Front of House admissions area.

For these positions we require applicants who 
are friendly and approachable, have strong customer focus and high personal 
standards.

We also have a position working closer alongside the Animal Care Team as an 
Entertainments Person who will be in the Displays area talking and interacting to 
our customers. Undertaking this role needs an outgoing, enthusiastic person able 
to make a crowd cheer!

We will be holding an open evening for applicants on Friday 20th March at 
6:00pm.

To apply for a position please forward a covering letter and CV to 

Alastair Law, Scottish SEALIFE Sanctuary, Barcaldine, By Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE

LEADING PLUMBING MERCHANT 
COMING TO THE AREA 

We will be recruiting for the following positions:

Branch Manager
Assistant Branch Manager
Warehouse Person/Drivers
 Please apply in writing to box number 31 

with copy cv to The Oban Times Ltd, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB 

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer of high quality Scottish 
salmon. The company is engaged in all stages of the value chain of farming 
Atlantic salmon, from smolt production through to harvesting, processing, 
packing and sales and a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture industry. We 
are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable operations and 
promoting a responsible environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for Marine personnel in the Loch Fyne and Gigha areas 
of our South Production Region:

MARINE SITE(s) MANAGER – (Ref: SLFSM1/09)

MARINE OPERATIVES (5 Posts) – (Ref: SLFGMO1/09)

YARDMAN – (Ref: SSTYM1/09)

Candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate previous 
experience in working in small, focused teams. Applicants for the position of Marine 
Site(s) Manager must be able to offer extensive experience in aquaculture and 
fi sh husbandry combined with management of personnel. Previous aquaculture 
experience is desirable for the other posts but not essential as the company can 
offer further development opportunities through its in-house training scheme. The 
role of Yardman requires candidates to hold current fork-lift truck certifi cates for 
all-terrain and masted vehicles. 

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefi ts package including 
entry into the Company pension scheme after the qualifying period. A full, clean 
driving licence is also essential. 

To apply, please write enclosing an up-to-date CV and a covering letter to:
Veronica Anderson, HR Offi cer, 
Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd., Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH 
Closing date for applicants:  27 March 2009

Visit our website at www.lighthousecaledonia.com

Fisheries Biologist
Salary from 22 - 28k, Subject to Experience

In an exciting development, the Argyll Fisheries Trust seeks an experienced 
biologist to fi ll a new post created to allow AFT to meet its objectives towards 
the sustainability of wild fi sh and their habitats in Argyll.

Based at the AFT offi ce at Inveraray, the person will be part of a team 
developing programmes to restore and support wild fi sh populations 
underpinned by monitoring and research. The AFT undertakes a wide 
range of projects in partnership with stakeholders, conservation bodies and 
local communities where developed people/communications skills will be 
required. The Trust is part of the Scottish Government’s Tri- partite Group 
Area Management Agreement initiative and a familiarity with aquaculture 
practices would be an advantage.

As well as holding a degree in a scientifi c or environmental discipline with 
further practical experience working outside academia, AFT is looking for 
a person who is enthusiastic, aspires to develop, is self motivated, able to 
manage projects and has an innovative approach to the Trust’s development, 
including fundraising. 

Qualifi cation to SFCC team leader standards in electro fi shing, a familiarity 
with GIS mapping programmes and an understanding of Catchment 
Management Planning are desirable.

A full job description is available from Jane Wright, Manager AFT, 
Woodbank, Cove, Helensburgh, Argyll and Bute, G84 ONU 

Tel No 01436 84 2312 e-mail jms.wright@btinternet.com.

Applications with a CV should be at the above address by March 22nd

Oban
Require

Tele Sales
Full time permanent position

Office experience would be benificial but not 
essential as full training will be given.

Applicants must be able to demonstrate good 
communication skills and telephone manner.

Immediate start.
Cameron McDonald,
01631 563711

require the following

FULL/PART TIME/BANK
CARE ASSISTANTS

Day duty

Car transport from 
Oban can be provided

Telephone 01631 720278
Sandra or Brenda for details

Alcan Aluminium UK Ltd
Lochaber Smelter

Production Operator
Applications are invited for the 
post of Process Operator to work 
within the Lochaber Smelter.

We are looking for persons with 
the ability and desire  to work 
within our company. Candidates 
should be able to demonstrate 
practical working skills, and able 
to train to a recognised national 
qualifi cation.

For further information and an 
application form. please contact:

E Stewart
Safety, Training and 
Communications Offi cer
Alcan Aluminium UK Ltd
Lochaber Smelter
Fort William PH33 6TH

Closing date for applications is 
Friday 3rd April 2009.

Alcan Aluminium UK Ltd is an Equal 
Opportunities Employer

Scottish Ambulance Service

Closing date midday on Friday 27th March 2009

South West Division

Ambulance Care Assistant
Campbeltown
£13,299 - £17,732 per annum, Agenda for Change Band 3

You will assist in the delivery of high quality care and safe transportation of patients. A full licence with 
C1 and D1 categories are required for vehicle crew staff. Three Standard Grades or equivalent are 
desirable, preferably in English, a numerical and a science subject.

If selected, you will be required to sit Retention and Recall test, a driving assessment and fi tness test.

You may be required to work at any location within the Division and therefore must be able to 
demonstrate a fl exible approach to changing work patterns.

Application forms can be obtained by writing to Katrina Cornelius, Training Administrator, Scottish 
Ambulance Service, Maryfi eld House, Maryfi eld Road, Ayr KA8 9DF, alternatively email swdtraining@nhs.net
Please quote reference SW3191. Completed application forms should be returned to Katrina at the 
above address. 

If you do not hear from this department within three weeks of the closing date, then please consider 
your application unsuccessful on this occasion.

Countryside Ranger/
Maintenance Warden
Fort Augustus, (Countryside Ranger,
£18,091 – £20,402 pro rata) (Maintenance
Warden, £15,798 – £17,818 pro rata), 
ref: I/168/09

Find out more from Lynda Dodd, 
tel (01320) 366633 or 07786 612168.
Application forms online or tel (01463) 724372.

Closing date: 
3 April 2009

www.highland.gov.uk

ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic and vibrant organisation dedicated 
to improving the lives of people with learning disabilities across 
Scotland.

Team Leader (Ref: B/009)

Salary:  £20,500 - £23,575 per annum, pro rata. 35 hours per week.

This role is entirely focused on the development, delivery and leadership of practice and has been designed to 
enable post holders to dedicate their time almost exclusively to the support and delivery of truly 
person-centered services. 
The successful candidate will work closely with the local managers, taking responsibility for designated 
services and forming an integral part of our management team. They will be expected to work closely with all 
team members, especially the Support Co-ordinators, who will undertake the majority of the administration 
and financial tasks required.

OBAN

For further information, or to request an application pack, please contact:  01631 565 062 
or email: oban.sl@enable.org.uk  (We particularly welcome applications from disabled 
candidates and make our forms available in alternative formats.)  To view and apply for all our 
vacancies, please visit www.enable.org.uk  
Closing Date:  3 April 2009.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  ENABLE Scotland, Charity 
No SC009024 and company limited by guarantee Reg No 278976 Scotland.

Sessional Workers (Ref: B/010)

Salary: £6.67 per hour plus holiday pay. 
(Hours of work are flexible to meet the needs of the service).

We are also looking to recruit enthusiastic Sessional Workers to provide flexible support to people with 
mental health problems or learning disabilities to be included in the community and to get the most out 
of their lives. If you would like a new challenge and are able to work at short notice this may be the ideal 
opportunity for you.

As an organisation, we are committed to developing all of our staff, providing an extensive training and 
development programme and career opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. We offer positive terms and 
conditions, including a contributory pension scheme.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Lochgilphead Contact Centre
Family Mediation Argyll & Bute currently runs contact centres in Dunoon, 
Helensburgh and Oban and is expanding its network of centres to include 
Lochgilphead. We are looking for volunteers to assist in running our 
Lochgilphead Contact Centre. 
A Contact Centre is somewhere parents who no longer live with their children 
can meet them.  Contact Centres aim to benefi t children by protecting them 
from parental confl ict. 

Volunteers will be expected to provide a warm, friendly atmosphere for families 
using the centre and to show an understanding of family situations.  The centre will 
normally be open on Saturdays and on the occasional Sunday.  Volunteers will work 
on a rota basis and must be prepared to undergo the Scottish Network of Child 
Contact Centre Training.

These posts are subject to Enhanced Disclosure checks. 

Applications for our Oban, Dunoon and Helensburgh centres 
are welcome.
Further information, job descriptions and application forms can be obtained from 
Cathy Paterson, Service Co-ordinator, Family Mediation Argyll & Bute, 
26 Alexandra Place, Oban, PA34 5PU
Email:- fms.argyll-bute@btconnect.com
Telephone 01631 570101.  Charity No. SCO32952 Company No. 227571

Full Time Cook 
Required for Care Home

40 hour week
 Good basic cooking and baking skills required 

May suit person with school experience 

Qualification 7061 / 2 or equivelent 
required but not essential

 For further information and 
application form please contact

 The Manager
Lynn of Lorne Care Home

Benderloch, By Oban
PA37 1QW

01631720278

ARGYLL & BUTE 
VALUATION APPEAL 

COMMITTEE
Seeks Members to sit on the above 
Committee dealing with Council Tax and 
Rateable Value Appeals for property in 
Argyll & Bute.
No formal qualifications are required as 
full training will be given.  Appointments 
are subject to approval by the Sheriff 
Principal and references may be 
required. This is an opportunity to serve 
your community.  The post is unpaid but 
travelling and subsistence expenses are 
reimbursed.
The Panel meets on average four times 
per year and Members are selected to 
attend on a rota basis. Meetings are held 
in mid-Argyll  in a location which has 
ready access for those with disabilities.
Further information from and written 
applications only to Alan M. Urquhart, 
Secretary, Argyll & Bute Valuation Appeal 
Committee, 2 Millburn Drive, Kilmacolm 
PA13 4JF;  tel: 01505-872458 or e-mail : 
alanm.urquhart@gmail.com

Marine Site Manager  Loch Eriboll
Scottish Sea Farms wish to recruit a proven and exceptionally skilled salmon 
farm manager to develop and strengthen our new marine production site 
situated by Durness in Sutherland. Loch Eriboll is a unique and challenging 
marine environment with exceptional potential and sensitivity. Candidates 
must demonstrate excellence in all aspects of fish husbandry including 
fish health and welfare, feeding optimisation, containment, infrastructure 
maintenance and skilled seamanship. If successful you will be hard-working, 
focused on achieving your own key performance indicators and developing 
the potential within your staff. 

To be considered you must already be a leading site manager in the 
aquaculture industry with more than 3 years experience. You will have 
excellently developed risk assessment skills and be able to demonstrate your 
commitment in developing a strong safety culture. You will be open, honest 
and communicate with ease at all levels. Your ability to plan ahead will be 
matched by close attention to detail. 

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd site managers are already expected to be industry 
leading - with competence in finance, budget control and planning, stock 
management, stakeholder interactions, personnel management and 
promotion of health and safety. Throughout your career we will commit to 
support your development through training and close mentoring. If you feel 
you have a passion for aquaculture and the skills to deliver, please contact 
Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for more 
information.

Closing date for applications is Monday 13th April 2009.

FARM WORKER 
WANTED FOR 
LARGE STOCK 

FARM.
Good C.H. and D.G. 
2 Bedroom House 

available if required.

Please telephone
01586 830241

Lord of The Isles
Craobh Haven 

Restaurant Manager 
& Bar Staff  required

Good Rates of pay, please call 
07979522216

Care Solu  ons
Support Worker required
Could you be the person we are looking for?

We are recrui  ng support workers in the 
Lochgilphead and Campbeltown areas, part 
 me and bank work

You will be part of a skilled teal who support 
service users to lead an independent and 
ac  ve life.

All training will be given and the opportunity 
to study for SVQ 3 in Social Care.  Current 
hourly rate of £7.05.
Please call for an applica  on to 
Marion Hu  on on 01546 600227.

TARBERT YOUTH GROUP
require a

MANAGER
for our After school care based in

TARBERT
Working as part of a team to help provide a
safe, fun and stimulating environment for

the children in our setting.
20 hours per week at £9.00 per hour

Session Times: Mon to Fri 3pm til 6pm, 
school term time.

SVQ Level 4 in childrens care, learning and 
development, experience preferred, but enthusiasm 

and ability to relate well with children is more 
important.  You must be willing to undertake 

relevant training .
For more information and an application form please 

phone Heather on 01880821480
Closing Date: 2nd april 2009

This post is exempt from the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act 1974 by the Exclusions and 
Exceptions (Scotland) Order 2003 and the 

successful applicant will be required to complete 
an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland application and 
register with the Scottish Social Services Council.
Tarbert youth group is an equal opportunities employer.

 
 



Thursday 19 March 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 17RECRUITMENT/PUBLIC NOTICES

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Kevin Heads trading as Kevin Heads Transport 
of  Unit 10, Kiln Square, Port Ellen, Isle of 
Islay, Argyll PA42 7AF is applying to change 
an existing licence as follows. To keep an 
extra 1  goods vehicle and 1 trailers at the 
operating centre at Unit 10, Kiln Square, Port 
Ellen, Isle of Islay, Argyll PA42 7AF. Owners 
or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffi c Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. 
A guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffi c Commissioner’s Offi ce.

KEIL
COMMON
GRAZINGS
A meeting will be 
held in the Victory 
Hall, Benderloch, 
on Monday 30th 

March, at 7.30pm 
for the purpose 

of electing a new 
grazing committee.

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 
1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 
the location given below, at 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig and by logging on to the Council’s Website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/00138/DET 
Applicant: Alistair Smith
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and installation of sewage treatment plant.
Site Address: Land South West Of British Telecom Telephone Exchange Upper Kilchattan Isle Of Colonsay 
Argyll And Bute PA61 7YR
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Colonsay
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00277/DET 
Applicant: Airwave Solutions Ltd
Proposal: Installation of antenna and ancillary equipment
Site Address: Fire Station Flora Street Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

•Ref No: 09/00279/DET 
Applicant: Airwave Solutions Ltd
Proposal: Installation of antenna and ancillary equipment,
Site Address: Fire Station Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, RELATED 
LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 
the location given below, at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/00291/DET
Applicant: Mr J Paterson
Proposal: Proposed erection of single storey (room in roof) detached dwelling
Site Address: Plot 7, Land North Of Forestry Cottages Sallachy Aros Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00282/DET
Applicant: West Highland H. A. Ltd
Proposal: Erection of new progressive care facility and 3 staff houses and associated works
Site Address: Land North East Of Java Houses Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00276/OUT
Applicant: Glen MacDonald
Proposal: Site for erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Site East Of Cnocoran Isle of Iona Argyll and Bute PA76 6SP 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Iona
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00271/DET
Applicant: Mr and Mrs S Croft
Proposal: Extension, alteration to dwelling and garage construction
Site Address: The Bield Clachan Seil Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00155/OUT
Applicant: Michael MacQueen
Proposal: Site for erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Aisling Chailein North Connel Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1RD
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00080/OUT
Applicant: KMC Anderson
Proposal: Site for erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Site South Of Roc Bunker North Connel Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination with Argyll and Bute Council and 
are available for inspection during normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified 
below and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. The proposals contained in the application are considered to be a departure or 
potential departure from the Development Plan for the area concerned.

Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified below should do so in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development 
Control at the address below.

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

•Ref No: 09/00276/OUT
Applicant: Glen MacDonald
Proposal: Site for erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Site East Of Cnocoran Isle of Iona Argyll and Bute PA76 6SP 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Iona
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR1 and RUR2 of The Mull, Coll and Tiree Local Plan

•Ref No: 09/00080/OUT
Applicant: KMC Anderson
Proposal: Site for erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Site South Of Roc Bunker North Connel Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR 1, RUR 2 and RUR 3A of the Lorn Local Plan

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AR

Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.

Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the 
terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the 
council’s web site. 

The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.

Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. 
Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 

Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
THE A828 TRUNK ROAD (KENTALLEN) (40MPH AND 50MPH SPEED
LIMITS) ORDER 200
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they propose to make
the above Order under section 84(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984 which will have the effect of imposing 40mph and 50mph speed
limits on the following lengths of road:
40MPH SPEED LIMIT
That length of the A828 Connel to South Ballachulish Trunk Road at
Kentallen from a point 110 metres or thereby northeast of the extended
southwest gable of the property known as Tigh na Mara extending in a
southwesterly direction to a point 84 metres or thereby southwest of the
extended southwest gable of the Holly Tree Hotel, a distance of 600
metres or thereby.
50MPH SPEED LIMIT
That length of the A828 Connel to South Ballachulish Trunk Road at Kentallen
from a point 84 metres or thereby southwest of the extended southwest
gable of the Holly Tree Hotel extending in a southwesterly direction to
a point 150 metres or thereby south of the extended centreline of the
unclassified road to Ardsheal, a distance of 1.388 kilometres or thereby.
Full details of the proposal are contained in the Order which, together
with a plan showing the length of road involved, and a statement of the
Scottish Ministers’ reasons for proposing to make the Order, may be
examined free of charge during normal business hours from Tuesday
17th March 2009 until 21st April 2009 at the offices of Transport Scotland,
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF; Scotland Transerv,
Fort William Depot, Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William PH33 7NN and
Duror Store, Duror PA38 4BW.
Any person wishing to object to the proposed Order should send details
of the grounds for objection in writing to Chief Roads Engineer,
c/o Anthony Morris, Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF quoting reference
NW/A9/Kentallen/AM by 21st April 2009.
G EDMOND
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (INVERARAY)(30MPH AND 40MPH SPEED LIMITS)
ORDER 2009
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have made the above
Order under sections 84(1)(a) and 124(1)(d) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984.
The effect of the Order is as described in Notice 1501/122 in the Edinburgh
Gazette number 26448 and Argyllshire Advertiser on Friday 2nd May 2008
and The Oban Times on Thursday 1st May 2008. The Order comes into force 
on 20th March 2009.
A copy of the Order as made, together with the relevant plan and a copy of the
Order being revoked may be inspected free of charge until 23rd April 2009
during normal working hours at the offices of Transport Scotland, Buchanan
House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF and Inveraray Post Office, 
Main Street South, Inveraray PA32 8XD.
G EDMOND
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.

Working with you to make
Highland the healthy place to be. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk 

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Kintyre Locality

Chaplain - Band 6
£24,103 - £32,653 pro rata Ref: 08ab/212
5.6 hours per week, Permanent
Campbeltown Hospital
We are currently looking for an adaptable and motivated person with a friendly disposition to provide spiritual and 
religious care to patients, staff and relatives in Campbeltown Hospital in accordance with NHS Highland’s own 
Spiritual Care Policy.   You will be expected to provide high quality spiritual and religious care to patients, relatives 
and staff, of all faiths, and of no particular faith, as appropriate to the individual’s needs.  
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Alana Straughan, Clinical Services Manager on 01546 462090.
Application forms and job descriptions are available from the HR Department (Helensburgh), Argyll & Bute CHP 
by contacting Tracey McAllister at tracey.mcallister@nhs.net or Helen Cameron at helen.cameron2@nhs.net 
Tel. 01436 655059.

Nursing Auxiliary – Band 2
£12,922 - £15,950 pro rata Ref: 08ab/235b
30 hours per week, Permanent, Job share considered
Acute Services, Campbeltown Hospital
This post is based within the Acute Services of Campbeltown Hospital which covers the acute ward, A&E and 
outpatients. You will provide social and nursing care to patients under the supervision of a registered nurse and 
assist the registered nurse within the A&E environment. A requirement to be fl exible to accommodate the need of the 
service is essential. You will have excellent people skills and a good standard of education including English.
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Iain MacPherson, Acute Services Manager on 01586 555820.

Oban, Lorn & Isles

Catering Assistant – Band 1
£12,517 - £13,617 pro rata Ref: 08ab/243b
30 hours per week, Fixed Term For 6 Months
Lorn & Islands District General Hospital, Oban
Working as part of a team, you will assist in all aspects of food preparation, service, wash up and cleaning duties 
related to the provision of a high quality catering serviced to patients, staff, visitors and functions. You will have an 
Elementary Food Hygiene Certifi cate and knowledge of cleaning standards. Experience of working in a catering or 
similar environment is desirable.
Informal enquires are welcomed by John Thomson, Kitchen Superintendent on 01631 788914.
Application packs are available from the HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8LB, call 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or email: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Closing date for receipt of applications: 3rd April 2009.

Project Office 
Administrator
Fixed Term appointment 
for 4 years

Clerical Grade 3- £16,750 - £19,203 per annum

Are you looking for an exciting opportunity 
to establish your career at SAMS?

We are seeking an enthusiastic individual who 
enjoys a challenge. The successful candidate 
will provide support on one of our scientific 
projects.  The ideal candidate will be an 
administrator who has worked in a similar 
environment with good communication and 
interpersonal skills.  You will have general 
accounting skills and be able to work to 
deadlines.

Further information and application form 
are available on-line at www.sams.ac.uk 
or by contacting The Human Resources 
Department, Project Office Administrator, 
D21/08.DB, The Scottish Association 
for Marine Science, Dunstaffnage Marine 
Laboratory, Dunbeg, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA 
or by e-mail to recruitment@sams.ac.uk..

Closing date for applications is 
Friday 3rd April 2009

SAMS has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community.

Area Officer – Lorn & North Argyll
£18,770 + benefits, Oban, (Ref: 071-017)
(Six month contract with possibility of extension)

You’ll join us in working with farmers, landowners and land managers to look after
and protect designated sites including Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Special
Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation. You will work with Argyll and
Bute Council, Forestry Commission Scotland, Scottish Environment Protection
Agency and non-governmental organisations to protect and enhance the natural
heritage in the wider countryside and marine environment. You will be a key
contact for grant aid through which you will encourage awareness, understanding,
enjoyment and access to our natural heritage. You should have an understanding
of the legislation associated with designated sites and the protection of European
Protected Species. 

You will have a relevant diploma/degree and work experience. You may,
alternatively, have gained significant relevant work experience through passed
employment in this field of work. You will have knowledge of the habitats and
ecology of Argyll. You will be comfortable using IT, have a capacity for accuracy
and attention to detail whilst being innovative and responsive to change. 

We're as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.

Closing date – 2 April 2009.

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on
matters relating to the natural heritage. The natural
environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and
quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable
management and to encourage people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

snhjobs.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION fi rms in 
Argyll are being encouraged 
to invest in training to help the 
region deliver a skilled, safe 
workforce.

Argyll Construction Training 
Group (ACTG), which held 
its annual general meeting in 
Inveraray this week, is com-
prised of construction employ-
ers who identify the core train-
ing required by companies in 
the area and source delivery at 
a subsidised rate for members. 

It also regularly provides up-
dates on training required as a 
result of changes in legislation, 
as well as offering businesses 
the opportunity to meet with 
companies facing similar train-
ing challenges in the area.

With areas of the construc-
tion sector facing challenging 
times, group members believe 
that this is a key time for com-
panies to look at their training 

needs and plan accordingly.
Company development advi-

sor, Aileen Thorpe, said: ‘In 
the current economic climate, 
the initial instinct is often to 
focus on the job in hand, and 
long term planning can be dif-
fi cult to commit to.

‘We fully recognise this, 
however there are a plethora of 
services available to help busi-
nesses develop and support 
their staff in order to meet the 
current and future needs of the 
sector.

‘Argyll needs a well trained, 
skilled workforce, so that we 
can not only service existing 
contracts but have the right 
infrastructure in place for the 
economic upturn.

‘But it’s not about training 
for training’s sake. By joining 
the group members are encour-
aged to actively identify areas 
for training, which makes it 

a much more fl uid process, 
which we can closely align 
to their current and projected 
business needs.’

Kenny MacLeod, chairman 
of ACTG said: ‘We consider 
skills shortages and recruit-
ment diffi culties a bigger threat 
to performance than the present 
decline in consumer spending. 

‘Apprenticeships are a prime 
source of intermediate skills 
in craft, technician and associ-
ate professional occupations, 
required both for economic 
growth and the replacement 
of employees with specialist 
skills.

‘Employers who provide ap-
prenticeships and training aid 
businesses across all sectors 
by offering a route to harness 
fresh talent. Without those em-
ployers and their trainees the 
building trade would grind to 
a halt.’

Construction firms 
encouraged to invest

FINAL preparations are being made to release 
17 beavers in Argyll in May, despite rumours 
that some of the quarantined creatures might be 
pregnant.

The Scottish Beaver Trial, run by the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust and the Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland, will be the fi rst time a native mam-
mal is re-introduced to the UK. New fi eld of-
fi cer, Jenny Holden, who visited the Norwegian 
beavers in quarantine last week, acknowledged 
there was a slim possibility of pregnancy, but 
said: ‘We have got no evidence that the beavers 
are pregnant, we think it doubtful.’

She confi rmed the creatures were doing well in 
captivity, but with young kits already in tow, the 
adult beavers were not expected to mate: ‘It is a 
bit tough on them; six months is a long time for 
an animal that’s used to roaming around on the 
water. But they are being well looked after by 
experienced staff.’

She said the four family groups will be re-
leased at different lochs at the North Knapdale 

Forestry Commissioned-owned site: ‘They will 
be released into lodges which they will have to 
break out of. As soon as they see the water, I 
expect they will be absolutely overjoyed,’ Jenny 
added.

Visitors to a public information meeting in 
Cairnbaan last week saw video footage of the 
beavers’ capture, information about the release, 
samples of wood gnawed by the creatures and 
life-sized models. 

Simon Jones, project manager, said they were 
committed to an ongoing dialogue with the local 
community. He said: ‘There is a range of public 
opinion as we would expect in something like 
this.

‘Most people have made up their minds and 
now its time to see what actually happens.’

The fi rst signs of beaver life should be appar-
ent in the autumn, as summer foliage dies back. 
He added that once the beavers settled in, there 
could be future opportunities for visitors to view 
them.

Partners in the beaver trial and volunteers turned out at last week’s meeting: Karen Judd of 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Philippa Revill, Forestry Commission, Jenny Holder, fi eld offi cer, 
Diane Thomas and Pat Batty, both volunteering with the project, Simon Jones, trial project 

manager and John Keith, volunteer. A12bea01

Countdown to beaver release

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Neil Angus Reid & Derek Wallace Stephen 
trading as R & S Distribution of Dhurnish, 
Polvinister Road, Oban Argyll PA34 5TN is 
applying to change an existing licence as follows: 
To keep an extra trailer at the operating centre at 
c/o John Allan Motors, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL. Owners or 
occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffi c Commissioner at Scottish Traffi c Area, 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same time send 
a copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. 
A guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffi c Commissioner’s Offi ce.

 

Proposed Let of a Croft/
Part of a Croft
Mr Ewen MacLean 
Campbell, Dykelands, 
Camaghael, Fort William 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to let the tenancy of part 
of the croft at 15 Corpach, 
Killmallie, to Mr Ewen 
Campbell, 18 Lochiel Road, 
Inverlochy, Fort William.
If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 19th April 2009, 
specifying your interest in 
the application and your 
reasons for objecting. A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to 
the applicant.

Proposed Assignation of 
Grazing Shares
Mr Ewen MacLean Campbell, 
Dykelands, Camaghael, Fort 
William, shareholder is applying 
to the Crofters Commission for 
consent to assign the tenancy of 
three of the grazing shares in the 
Corpach, Banavie, Camaghael 
& Lochyside common grazing 
pertaining to the croft at 15 
Corpach, Kilmallie to Mr Ewen 
Campbell of 18 Locheil Road, 
Inverlochy, Fort William.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 3EQ 
by 19th April 2009, specifying 
your interest in the application 
and your reasons for objecting. 
A copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to the 
applicant.
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DRIVETIMES

BURNBANK GARAGE

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6JD. 
Tel: 01586 552772   Fax: 01546 551414 Mob: 07788923890
Email:  burnbank_garage@btconnect.com

Sales, Service, Parts & 
Accessories.

VAUXHALL
06 Zafira  1.6 Active  Blue  ..................................................£6695
55 Vectra 1.8 Exclusive Black  ..............................................£5495
54 Zafira 2.0 DTI Design Silver (high miles)   .......................£4995
04 Corsa SXI 3DR 24,000 miles Black .................................£4695
04 Vectra 2.0 DI Club Blue  .................................................£3695
03 Vectra 1.8 LS Gold  .........................................................£3195
52 Corsa 1.2 Life 5DR Silver  ...............................................£2995
02 Astra 2.0 Coupe Turbo Silver (high miles)  .......................£2995
V Vectra 2.0 SRI 5DR Black  ................................................£2295
W Vectra 2.0 DI 4DR Metallic Red  .......................................£2495
OTHERS
57 Honda Civic 2.2 Diesel (due in)  ................................... £11995
04 Renault Trecker 4x4 1.6 car ............................................£5750

52 Peugeot 206 Diesel Metallic Yellow  ................................£2795
02 Suzuki Swift 1.0 3DR Silver  ...........................................£2195
51 Toyota 1.8 Auto Avensis Red  ..........................................£2395
00 Fiat Punto 1.2 3DR 24,000 miles mint Blue ...................£2495

COMMERCIALS
55 Vauxhall Vivaro SWB 1.9 Diesel 2 side doors, 
Full Work Shop Kit  ...............................................................£6895
54 Ford Transit Crew Cab 3 way Tipper (due in) 
54 Renault Traffic LWB 1.9 Diesel Crew Cab Load area Fibre 
Glassed – Tow Bar ..............................................................£6995
02 Vauxhall 2.5 Movano LWB Max Roof – loads of room..£3695+ vat
51 Vauxhall Brava 4x4 pick-up 28,000 miles.  ................£2995 + vat.
51 Vauxhall 1.7 DI Combo Van with Tow Bar ........... £2395 + vat
T Ford Transit SWB High Roof 2.5 Diesel ................... £995 + vat.

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 
Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot
A85 Crieff Road, Perth
Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda
A85 Crieff Road, Perth
Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

£3500

FORD TRANSIT CAMPERVAN

N reg, 1.9 diesel, 
6mths tax and MOT.

Telephone: 
01631 760337

£1350 o.n.o.

KTM 125 SX TYLA RATTRAY
05 model new rear tyre new 

brakes new rear sprocket new 
kickstart doma racing pipe vgc 

just been serviced ready for 
the season.

Telephone: 
07796752974

£2500

BAILEY DISCOVERY 500
1993, 4 Berth Caravan, 
regularly serviced, one 

owner, no pets,
in very good condition.

Telephone: 
01397 712231

£5495 o.n.o.

LANDROVER 110 PICK-UP
03 reg, one owner, 

90,000 miles, Caledonian 
blue, radio stereo, adjust-
able towbar, Ifor Williams 
top, BF Goodridge tyres, 

good runner.
Telephone: 

07810451670

£2750 o.n.o.

TOYOTA HILUX
2.4 Turbo diesel, 

2000, W Reg,
9 months MOT, 102,600 

miles, Truckman type cab.
Telephone: 

01855 821265 
(after 7pm)

£1,700 o.n.o.

IFOR WILLIAMS TRAILER
5m long x 2m wide

Double axle 
Hardly used.

Telephone: 
Ali  07879024046 

(Arran)

WANTED  LANDROVER 
90 OR 110

New or old models, also Discovery, Range Rover and 
all Japanese models, Toyota etc, high miles, damaged, 

anything considered.

Contact James: 
07866 590583 or 07966 293996

SUBARU IMPREZA 
TURBO WAGON

£2799 o.n.o.
1999. Standard apart from Scoobysport backbox. 95,000 

miles and in excellent condition. 17” prodrive alloys, 
good tyres, service history and well maintained. 

Tel: 01369 705564

2002 MG ZR 1.8 
120+

£2,000
tax 30/04/09, MOT 22/08/04, 38,000 miles

Tel: 07789286828 
or 01631 563979

£3250 o.n.o.

VOLVO V40 ESTATE
2003, taxed and MOT 
August, 46,000 miles 

with full service history, 
very good condition, safe, 
reliable, family transport.

Telephone: 
Oban 562339 or mobile 

07747 156660

£2250 o.n.o.

V.W. SHARAN

X Reg. 2000 1.9 TDI  Sport 
120,000 miles, Mot Nov. 

09, Tax June 09.

Tel: 01631 565061  
or 07919415733

HONDA CRV 
I-VTEC SE

£4000 o.n.o.
2 litre, 02 reg, silver, taxed till May 09 

and MOT till Dec 09

Tel: 01852 300764

VOLKSWAGON GOLF 
MK V 1.6 MATCH

£8500 o.n.o.
56 plate, very high spec, d/blue metalic, taxed Nov 09, 9 

months man/warranty, 21,000 miles, exc condition

Tel: 07747 162428.

RENAULT CLIO  
DYNAMIQUE

£3400 o.n.o.
03 Plate, 3 door, 1.2 16V with abs, alloy wheels only 
20,000 miles, Mot March 2010 taxed until August 09.

Excellent condition.

Tel: 01852 200569

£1500 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL VECTRA X REG 2 LTR. SRI
7 months Tax, 11 months MOT

 98,378 miles, Abs, PS, TC, 4 good 
tyres, one brand new. Air con. Remote 
control locking, immobiliser alarm, air 

bags, tow-bar, F fogs, C.D. player

Telephone: 
07939374921

RANGE ROVER 4.6 
HSE (LPG)

£3950 o.v.n.o.
P reg, 98,000 miles, fsh, new discs and pads, 19” alloys, new tyres, exc air suspension, 
undersealed, taxed till June, 12 months MOT, mint cond inside and out, air con, 6CD 

changer, tow bar twin electrics, any inspection welcome, very economical on LPG 
(approx 50mpg)

Tel: 07549950149

MERCEDES VITO 111 
CDI VAN LONG

£6,750 + VAT o.n.o.
2004 (54) in rare metallic green, 67,000miles with full MBSH, T&MOT, factory, Air 
Conditioning and Cruise Control, towbar with twin socket, Reg. Number V10 ASB 

included. Good condition, used for mountain bike transport only.

Phone Alan (office hours) – 01631 562071

£900 o.n.o.

ROVER 216 SI
5 Door Saloon  1998 Reg. 

Tax to end August 09, 
MOT to end 

February 2010. 
Under 30,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01631 562065

VOLVO S70 SE SALOON 
2.5L PETROL

£995 o.n.o.
P reg 143000 miles Silver

11 months MOT  Tax end Aug 09
Full leather, Service history, Very good condition

Tel: 01397 712016  / 07785 966 749

£3800 o.n.o.

3 buckets, good condition with 
plant trailer.

Telephone: 
01631 710194

J.C.B. MINI DIGGER 1.5 
TON NEW SHAPE

MAZDA 6 
TS 2.0

£5000 o.n.o.
O4/54 Titanium Grey, only 28,800 miles 16” alloys, ABS, 
Cruise Control, Electric Windows. Mot Dec. 09 Taxed till 

May 09. Excellent condition

Tel: 07765815982 (day) 01631 565269 (evenings)

BAYLINER 288 CLASSIC -  
FLYBRIDGE CRUISER DEC.2004 

Powered by 250hp Mercruiser D.tronic Diesel, Top Speed 26 knots. Very low engine 
hours, FSH, luxury interior includes Electric/Spirit Range, Refrigerator, Microwave, 

Radio/ cd player, Shower and toilet. Sleeps 6.Extras include Bow Thruster, Raymarine 
Sat Nav and V.H.F Radio, Diesel central heating, fitted battery charger, Sony TV. Life 
Raft, lifejackets and an array of safety equipment. Full compliment of dining ware & 

kitchen utensils.
This is a beautiful boat in excellent condition available at a bargain price of £59,995.

Currently may be viewed in Port Ellen, Islay.                       
Telephone 01294 270160 or 07919 543271. 

TASK FORCE Q18 

£3500
60 hp Yamaha Autolube, 4 hp aux, road trailor, gps, 

fishfinder, plotter. Engine recently serviced, painted and 
ready to sail. Safe, stable boat.

Tel: 07831856034

£1100 o.n.o.

S.W.B. Semi high top, 2 side load doors, tow-
bar, Taxed & Mot’d, white in colour

Telephone: 
01586 810252 or 07990 974026

FORD TRANSIT 
X REG

COACHMAN AMARA 520 / 4
2002

£5850
4 berth, Awning, Annexe tent, End wash room, 

Omnivent, Alloy wheels, CD player
This caravan is in good condition, great family van in 

good working order and ready to go.
Tel: 07770 542999 / 01880 821144

£2000

Silver, low milage, MOT & Taxed.

Telephone: 
01496 810659

2001
FORD MONDEO ZETEC

£5750 o.v.n.o.

2002 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
Auto, Diesel, 11 months Tax and MOT. 

Blue,Leather seats,tinted windows, 
6 CD autochanger,heated seats,air 

con,cruise control,FSH, good condition. 
89,000.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

302843

£850 or might part exchange for small diesel

EXCEED MODEL - MITSUBISHI PAJERO
1991, 90,000 miles, MOT November, 
Tax June, Full leather 7 seats interior, 

Electric windows / sunroof, Central 
locking, Climate Control, All round 

good condition 

Telephone: 
07990 502255

NEW 14’ 6” X 5’ ROWING / MOTOR BOAT. 
GRP HULL, BUILT IN BOUYANCY. PLYWOOD 
CUDDY. OARS AND ROWLOCKS INCLUDED.

£1,550
“The Boat Store”, 
Lower Dunollie Rd
PA34  5PJ, Oban

Tel: 01631 565005  mob: 07766 11 0747

07 MITSUBISHI Lancer Evolution ix, MR FQ 360 Saloon, grey, 8k ..................POA
08 MITSUBISHI Shogun Diamond Corn, leather, sat nav, full spec, 10k ...... £18,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab, leather, silver, canopy, 9k .......£10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab, grey, leather, 9k, ......................£10,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, black, ............................£8,450
06 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport Commercial 5 dr, silver, 38k .........................£7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab, leather, canopy, black, 24k .......£7,450
06 MITSUBISHI L200 DID double cab pick –up, 30k, silver ..........................£6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab pick-up, black, 30k ......................£6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Club cab pick-up, black ...............................................£5,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up, 50k, towbar, choice ....................£4,650
07 NISSAN Navara Aventura, double cab, auto, leather, sat nav & canopy, 20k .£11,450
56 NISSAN Navara Outlaw, double cab, 6 speed, full spec, grey, 40k .........£9,450
56 FORD Ranger Thunder, double cab, leather, black 20k ...........................£8,650
56 FORD Ranger XLT double cab, roll bars, black, 19k, choice ...................£7,950
57 FORD Ranger single cab pick-up, 4x4, met green, 20k, ..........................£7,950
55 FORD Ranger Thunder double cab pick-up, leather, canopy ..................£5,950
05 FORD Transit 350 crew cab pick up, 135hp, 6 speed, choice .................£7,450
05 FORD Transit 350 Crew Cab Tipper from 35k miles, choice....................£6,950
03 MERCEDES Sprinter 311 mwb, 4x4 van, generator ................................£7,450
05 TOYOTA Hilux Double cab 4wd, met silver, canopy .................................£6,450
02 VW LT46 LWB van, fi tted diesel hot power washer...................................£7,950
02 JCB 2CX loading shovel, 4wd, 4ws, very tidy ...........................................£7,950
HONDA TRX 350, 4X4 Quad Bike, X demo, as new ....................................£3,550
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NOW ONLINE

If you don’t sell in the fi rst week, we will insert your paid for advert FREE in the next available issue

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear
online at www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk. Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there
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Published by Wyvex Media Limited,
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, (01631) 568000
Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk

and registered as a newspaper at the Post Offi ce

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
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below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................
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 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge
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Argyll,
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Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead
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Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76
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Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?
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 private classifi eds 
page or visit the 

website and input 
your details there

 
 

•PLUMBING & HEATING

KJM DRILLING &
BLASTING SERVICES

WATERWELL &
GEO THERMAL DRILLING

Water well divining & drilling available in this area, 
fully lined and sealed.

Only pay for borehole if there is water!
Also Geo Thermal Boreholes done on

request to most depths.
Contact Kenny on 07711103664 or 

Email: kenny@kjmdrilling.com

• DRILLING & BLASTING SERVICES

RM TREE 
SERVICES

SURGERY/FELLING/REMOVAL 
AND HEDGEWORK

30 YEARS LOCAL 
EXPERIENCE

FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
CHAINSAW ART

Roni /Chris MacDonald
Riverside Cottage

Kilmore, Argyll

01631 770206
07748 414945

• TREE SERVICES

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner
Telephone:

08702 413548
This is a confi dential 

service

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• GAS SUPPLIERS

For all your gas 
and appliance 
requirements

Torrangorm Ind Est, 
Lochavullin Rd, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 4PL

Telephone: 
01631 564050

Email: info@westhighlandgas.co.uk
Web: www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

•FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

The Fire Safety (Scotland) Regulations 2006 requires 
that Hotels & Hostels Bed & Breakfast and Boarding 

Houses carry out a fi re risk assessment annually.

Have it completed by a qualifi ed professional .
Call for a no obligation free quote.

www.lochfynefi reassessor.co.uk
Home 01369 860509    Mobile 07900530801

Fire risk Assessment Service
Have you completed your Fire risk assessment yet?

NEW STATIC CARAVANS ALSO AVAILABLE
Transport can be arranged

Contact Neil at Loch Awe Holiday Park
07717 582540 or 01866 822666

or Keith Campbell 07768 647180
www.argyllholidays.com/vans.htm

•CARAVANS

SALE
25+ USED STATIC CARAVANS
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 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

CORGIE MODELS four 
Corgie model articulated 
lorries, as new, £10 each, 
Telephone 07932 635849.
P A P E R W E I G H T 
Caithness glass 
paperweight in box, £35 
Telephone 07932 635849.
ROYAL DOULTON 
CRYSTAL 6 Goblets 
“Symphony” style, £107 
new, never used, original 
lined presentation box, 
£40 Telephone 01397 
700272.
ROYAL WORCESTER 
CRYSTAL 6 champagne 
fl utes in original box, silk 
lining, “Grace” design 
Cost £120 new, never been 
used, £49.50 Telephone 
01397 700272.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY BATH Mothercare 
winnie the pooh baby bath 
and non slip mat, vgc, £10 
Telephone 01631 564886.
BABY BOYS CLOTHES 
bundles of baby boys 
clothes sizes newborn 
0-3months all excellent 
condition from marks 
and spencer, baby gap, 
mothercare, next and 
m&co,  £30 Telephone 
07789 228628.
BABY MUSICAL 
ACTIVITY GYM 
Mothercare musical play 
mat with hanging animals, 
lights and sound, suitable 
from birth to approx 
7 months, vgc,  £15 
Telephone 01631 564886.
CHICCO STROLLER 
BUGGY colour blue good 
condition c/w raincover, 
£10 Telephone 07789 
228628.
GRACO BABY SWING 
Suitable from birth, 3 
Position backrest, high 
and low rocking speeds, 
musical entertaining 
melodies, great condition,  
£35 Telephone 07887 
941994.
CAR SEAT Mamas and 
Papas,  comes with base 
unit and hood colour grey 
suitable from 0+ months, 
good condition,  £40 
Telephone 07789 228628.
MOSES BASKET 
Mamas and Papas, 
comes with pine rocking 
stand, new mattress and 
bedding good condition, 
£30 Telephone 07789 
228628.
MOSES BASKET and 
stand, Mamas and Papas, 
sturdy maize basket with 
adjustable hood, beige and 
cream, rocking or static 
stand,  £40 Telephone 
07887 941994.
MOTHERCARE BABY 
BATH colour cream 
c/w top and tail bowl, 
£10 Telephone 07789 
228628.
M O T H E R C A R E 
STROLLER colour blue 
very good condition, 
£10 Telephone 07789 
228628.
ROCKING CRIB 
Mothercare Birch crib 
with mattress, Tinyworld 
Mobile and bedding, 
suitable birth to approx 6 
months, cost £150, accept 
£49, Telephone 01631 
564886.

 BICYCLES
GIRLS BIKE Shogun 
Banshee Alloy Bike - 
Silver/Purple, 21” wheels, 
18 gears, front suspension, 
suit 7+ Years, excellent 
condition,  £20 Telephone 
01631 710700.

 BUILDING / DIY
PATIO DOOR wooden, 
1800w x 2100h, red/
mahogany colour, good 
condition, £50 Telephone 
01631 562476.
PLYWOOD 2 Sheets, 
8x4, £15 Telephone 01855 
821482.
STANLEY PLANE No 
4, £15 Telephone 07932 
635849.
STANLEY PLANE No 
4½, £20 Telephone 07932 
635849.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
BRIDGESTONE TYRE 
new, 215/65 R16, £45 
Telephone 01631 720414.
LARGE TOP BOX For 
Car Roof, complete with 
fi ttings, £49.99 Telephone 
01855 821482.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

LADIES SHOES Coast, 
Elvira Ladies Court Shoe, 
black with ruffl e bow 
detail at heel, 70mm heel, 
NEVER WORN, size 
4, £45 Telephone 01397 
713872.
WATCH gentlemans 
stainless steel watch, 
£5 Telephone 07932 
635849.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

SCANNER Umax astra, 
surplus to requirements, 
for donation of £20 to S.I.R 
Telephone 01631 562940.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

HOTPOINT FREEZER 
white, RZA30 under 
counter, £49.99 Telephone 
01546 603629 07796 
847914.

 DOMESTIC PETS
B A L L A C H A L L A N 
Springer spaniel pups, 
boys and girls from well 
balanced parents (both 
kept),  £300 Telephone 
01877 339190².
BORDER TERRIER 
PUPS bitches only, KC 
reg’d and pedigree, ready 
now, £450 Telephone 
01369 703839².
CHINESE GEESE 2 
pairs of chinese geese 
and one long haired male 
Guinea pig, 6 months old,  
Telephone 07817 483126.
COCKATIELS for sale, 
lutino pied, aviary birds, 
£15 each,  Telephone 
01852 200332.

 EQUESTRIAN
DARK BAY GELDING 
rising three, 14hh, nice 
temperament, good to 
catch, well handled, 
farrier etc, lives out, has 
vacs, passport, ready 
for bringing on,  £875 
Telephone 01852 200332.
FEMALE RIDING 
BOOTS Toggi ankle 
riding boots, black size 
36, £15 Telephone 07775 
795082.

 FIREARMS
BROWNING 12 BORE 
O/U 425 grade, beautiful 
gun in as new condition, 
Shotgun Certifi cate 
Required, £900 ovno, 
Telephone 01586 553469 
07909 991388².

 FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD for sale 
in bags, delivered free 
Ardrishaig/Lochgilphead 
area, charges apply 
beyond, for details call 
07770 832562.
FIREWOOD, LOGS AND 
KINDLING for sale, free 
delivery, telephone Iain 
07787 507066³.

 FREE AND SWAP
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 
One 5 ft mattress and 
one 4 ft 6 in mattress, 
reasonable condition, free 
for collection, Telephone 
01631 720233.

 FURNITURE
2 X 2 SEAT SETTEES 
Chunky generous settees, 
oatmeal colour, open to 
offers, £49 Telephone 
01880 821 126.
2PC LOUNGE SUITE 
2 seater settee and 
armchair, pink draylon 
with reversible cushions, 
reasonable condition, £25 
Telephone 01855 811759.
DINING TABLE round 
dining room table, 6 
chairs and 6 cushions for 
chairs, like new, antique 
pine, £200 ono Telephone 
01631 562445.
IKEA SOLSTA black 
couch / sofabed, under 1 
year old,  £30 Telephone 
01546 603629 07796 
847914.
NEST OF TABLES nest 
of 3 tables by Meredew, 
real mahogany veneer, 
largest w22’, d17¼, h18,  
£20 Telephone 01855 
811879².
PARKER KNOLL 
ARMCHAIRS 2 Parker 
Knoll armchairs in 
blue, vgc, £75 for two 
Telephone 01586 810246.
PINE BED 3’ wide 
with mattress, excellent 
condition, £30 Telephone 
01852 200332.
PINE BUNK BED Mid 
sleeper, 3’ bed with 
play space underneath, 
Scandinavian solid 
pine white wash fi nish, 
pink/lilac tent,  £49.99 
Telephone 01852 200542.
TABLE AND CHAIRS 
from Next, £100 
Telephone 01586 554753.
TEAK WALL UNIT 
with display and storage 
areas, 6ft x 6ft vgc, 
£150 Telephone 01586 
810246².

 GARDEN
FLYMO LAWNMOWER 
Flymo turbolite 
lawnmower, excellent 
condition, £25 Telephone 
01631 770310.
STRIMMER small 
B&D electric strimmer 
with wheels, excellent 
condition, £7 Telephone 
01631 770310.

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

MULTIGYM ,  £90 
Telephone 01586 554753.
WEIGHT BENCH 
attachment, brand new 
bodymax seated row/chin 
bar, £5 Telephone 01546 
603629 07796 847914.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE 2Kw 
electric coal effect fi re 
with wooden surround 
and display shelves, good 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
01855 811759.
FIRE AND SURROUND 
Electric convector fi re 
with coal effect inset into 
white marble effect fi re 
surround with mantel, 
V.G.C,  £49.99 Telephone 
07990 720713.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

FILM PROJECTOR Bell 
and Howell 16mm fi lm 
projector (1940’s –1950’s) 
transformer, £80 Telephone 
07932 635849².
TOSHIBA TV 27” digital 
tv with stand, Dolby 
surround, speakers, sky 
box and remote control, 
£100 ono Telephone 
01631 562930.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
IKEA BLIND Ikea 
venetian blind, new, 
Lindmon, white 100cm 
x 155cm, £10 Telephone 
01631 569773.

 HOME OFFICE
C O R N E R 
WORKSTATION Beech 
effect, comprises of 
cupboard, drawer with 
pull out shelf above and 
loads of storage space,  
1700 x 1400 approx, 
great condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 07887 941994.
IKEA COMPUTER UNIT 
white cabinet, separate 
closeable sections for 
VDU, keyboard and 
printer (H) 1m 44cm 
(W)85cm (D) 58cm, 
good condition, £45 ono,  
Telephone 01852 200358.
PHILLIPS TELEPHONE/
FAX as new, £49.99 
Telephone 01855 821285.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

B A T H / S H O W E R 
SCREEN brand new 
modern triple panel folding 
bath screen,  £49 Telephone 
01880 821 126.
SHOWER SCREEN 
Thick glass, with bath 
mountings, hardly used, 
£49.99 Telephone 01855 
821285.

MAIL ORDER
CALENDARS, featuring
spectacular photography
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk/
calendar 2009.
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/
calendar 2009.

 MISCELLANEOUS
ANCHOR 15lb CQR 
anchor, £15 Telephone 
01631 563823.

MUSHROOM ANCHOR 
and 10 metres of 3/4 
inch ground chain, £30 
Telephone 01546 886664.
STORAGE BINS 8 
plastic with lids, new, 80 
litre, suitable for indoor/
outdoor use £6 each, 
telephone 01880 820053 
after 6pm

 MOBILITY
STAIR LIFT Acorn 
stairlift, 6 straight 
stairs, £950 including 
delivery and fi t, 3 months 
guarantee, subject to 
survey Telephone 01274 
717766 Ref No 78701 

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CHILDS ACOUSTIC 
GUITAR suitable for 
primary age, bought from 
McCormacks, Glasgow, 
£40 Telephone 07775 
795082.
COTTAGE STYLE 
PIANO A Bord, £300 
ono, Telephone 07833 
551164.
DIGITAL ELECTRONIC 
KEYBOARD Maxim 61k, 
as new, £49.99 Telephone 
01855 821482.
ELECTRIC GUITAR 
Eros electric guitar, black, 
£38 Telephone 07932 
635849.
WESTFIELD GUITAR 
Westfi eld E4500 solid 
body electric LP custom 
style guitar, really great 
looking guitar, too 
nice to shut away in a 
cupboard, needs to be 
played, bargain at £49.99 
Telephone 07900 048362 
(Oban).

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BUOANCY AID Palm bib 
vest xxl, £25 Telephone 
01866 833202.
CANOE Whitewater 
Dagger Honcho, Red 
and Yellow, VGC, £300 
Telephone 01866 833202.
SPRAY DECK Palm 
Laser extreme as new x/
xl, £45 Telephone 01866 
833202.
W H I T E W A T E R 
PADDLES Werner 
194cms and Dr.Dees 
198cm(left handed),  £45 
Telephone 01866 833202.

 PET ACCESSORIES
FISH TANK Fish tank c/w 
pump 45x12x12cm good 
condition, £20 Telephone 
01631 562711.
FISH TANK free fi sh 
tank, 48” x 12” x 15” with 
low stand, Telephone 
01852 200332.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
DIGITAL CAMERA 
Kodak digital camera 
with accessories, £48 
Telephone 07932 635849.

 POWER TOOLS
CIRCULAR SAW Hilti 
WSC 85 circular saw, 
110 volt, £85 Telephone 
07932 635849.
H U S Q V A R N A 
CHAINSAW Petrol, 
£49.99 Telephone 01855 
821482.
NAIL GUN Powers track-
it W3 34 CDH nail gun, 
£190 Telephone 07932 
635849.

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

CHANGED ADDRESS? 
avoid writing out your 
details over and over 
again! Sticky labels 
to attach on all your 
correspondence, 500 
labels from £20.
LAMINATING keep your 
important documents 
safe from dust, dirt, 
tears and creases. From 
photos, health and safety 
documents, telephone 
lists, room signs etc. A4 
- £2 A3 - £3. Contact 
Krisp Printing and 
Stationery, Burnbank, 
C a m p b e l t o w n , 
Telephone 01586 
554975.

 WANTED
ATV WANTED Garron, 
Argocat, Glencoe or 
similar ATV, Telephone 
07887 608082.
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal,  
we uplift cars,  call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals, Telephone 01499 
500638 07787 991636.
WANTED carrycot 
and baby bath wanted, 
buyer happy to collect, 
Telephone 01631 562649 
evenings
WORLD WAR 1 
ITEMS wanted Old 
Campbeltonian wishes 
to purchase items from 
the 1st World War and 
especially from the 4th 
Argyll Mountain Battery 
from Campbeltown.  
Medals/death plagues/
postcards etc.  Also any 
items i.e. postcards/
photos of Merchant Navy 
men who were taken as 
P.O.W in 1939 – 1945 in 
Milagnord, Westertimke, 
Germany and especially 
the dates 1940 and 
1942.  My late brother 
was at the camp.  Please 
write to the following 
address: Ian Cameron, 
4 Blakeley Heath 
Drive, Wombourne, 
Wolverhampton, West 
Midlands, WV5 0HW 
WORLD WAR 2 
UNIFORMS battle 
dress, helmets, 1939-
1945, if you wish to 
sell Telephone 01855 
811467².

PERSONALS

AUCTION SALE
10.30am

Friday 27th March.
Fernpoint hotel, 
Inveraray is closing 
its bar restaurant/bar/
kitchen. For sale 6 
burner cooker,fryers, 
m i c r o w a v e s , s / s 
tabling/fridges/coffee 
machine/sinks, tables, 
leather chairs, 17 picnic 
tables,carpets,laundry 
dryer, antiques and 
much more. Viewing 
Thurs 26th 2-7pm and 

morning of sale. 
Telephone Enquiries 
Bob 07748128923 

or
Donald 07711071681².

BECKETT
Heather Beckett would 
like to thank everyone for 
the cards, gifts and fl owers 
she received for her 
50th birthday. Thanks in 
particular to Mike, Sheena, 
Eddie, Kimberley and 
everyone who came to the 
“PARTY”. A huge thank 
you to The Ballochmyle 
and DJ Ted, you guys really 
rocked the Aros Hall. You 
all really made the night so 

special for me. 
Thank you.

The Whyte Family

Would like to express 
their sincere thanks 
to everyone involved 
in helping Alfi e. 
Thanks to all the 
friends who braved 
the awful weather 
and especially the 
police, coastguards 
and mountain rescue 
who worked tirelessly 
to return him to us, 
thanks also go to the 
caring nursing staff. 

Thank you all.

Happy
18th

Birthday
Jodie

Love you lots
From

Mum, Dad, Steven,
Anma and Nan

x x x

‘If you are returning to 
the Lord  with all your 
heart, serve him only,  
and he will deliver you 

out of the hand of 
the Philistines.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF 

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

BIRTHS
FLETCHER - Graeme
and Carmel are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
Iona Catherine on March 
9, 2009 in Bahrain.  
New granddaughter for 
Cameron and Lesley, 
Oban.
MACDONALD - Jamie 
and Lisa (née Schroder) 
are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of Nuala’s 
wee brother Finlay Calum 
who was born at home in 
Scourie on Thursday 12 
March.

STEEMAN - CLARK
- Patrick and Aisling are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their son Oliver 
Joseph, born on February 
26, 2009.  A wee brother 
for Malcolm and Maria.

DEATHS
BLACK - As the result 
of a tragic road accident, 
Fraser Lachlan Black, 
beloved son of Sharon and 
Iain, dearly loved brother 
of Gregory and Ruaridh, 
much loved grandson 
of May and Gordon 
and Lachie and the late 
Margaret Black. Funeral 
Service anticipated on 
Friday 20  March, in 
Appin Parish Church at 
2p.m. For further details 
contact 01631 730279.
To know you was to love 
you.
BRUCE - Peacefully at 
the Lynn of Lorne Nursing 
Home, Oban, on March 
16, 2009, in his 94th year, 
George Edward Bruce, 
formerly of Caledonia 
Court, Ardrishaig. Son of 
the late George and Mary 
Bruce, late of Seaside, 
Ardrishaig. Loving 
uncle to Charlie, George, 
Donald and the late Mhairi 
and all their families. A 
good friend and much 
respected member of 
the community. Funeral 
service will take place at 
Ardrishaig Parish Church,  
today, Thursday March 
19, at 1.30pm, thereafter 
to Achnabreac Cemetery. 
Family Flowers only 
please.
CAMPBELL - Suddenly
at Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, on 
March 13, 2009.  John 
(Iain) in his 81st year, 
devoted husband and best 
friend of Joan (Joey), 
dearest dad of Alison and 
Fiona, proud and loving 
grandpa of Katie and dear 
brother of Janet.  Interred 
at Faslane Cemetery on 
March 18.
DUNIGAN - Peacefully, 
after a short illness at 
Dunaros Hospital, Isle of 
Mull, on March 10, 2009. 
Morag Dunigan, Java 
Houses Craignure, Isle 
of Mull. Wife of the late 
Stewart Dunigan. Sadly 
missed by all her friends 
and family.
HUTCHISON - After a 
long illness, peacefully 
in Kintore which had 
been his home for the 
past year, Fred (Alfred) 
Hutchison, aged 72 years. 
Loving husband of the 
late Pola (Christine) Ryan 
and much loved father to 
Frances, Gail and Aileen, 
also a devoted grandfather. 
Funeral to be held at 
Caol Church of Scotland 
on Thursday, March 
19, at 1pm followed by 
interment in Glen Nevis 
Cemetery.
REID - Peacefully on 
March 12, 2009, at 
Bannockburn Hospital, 
Frank Reid, of Glen 
Gardens, Callander, 
beloved husband of 
Christine Lamond, dear 
son of the late Alex and 
Rose Reid, Callander.  

Funeral service on 
Wednesday, March 18, 
at Falkirk Crematorium 
at 2pm to which all 
friends are respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers 
only.  Donations in lieu to 
RNLI.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

ANDERSON - The family 
of the late Catherine (Rena) 
Anderson would like to 
thank everyone for their 
kind words, expressions 
of sympathy, phone calls, 
cards, fl owers and letters 
received following the 
loss of Rena.  Special 
thanks to all hospital and 
medical staff at Peebles 
Hospital Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands.  Sincere 
thanks to the Rev Dugald 
Cameron for a lovely 
caring service.  Many 
thanks to Major Connie 
MacCallum (Salvation 
Army) for a very special 
tribute to our mother.  To 
D and A Munn for their 
caring and professional 
funeral arrangements.  To 
all who paid their respects 
at the graveside and 
Rowantree Hotel.  Also 
the generous donations 
which raised the sum 
of £830 for the Peebles 
Hospital Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands.
ANGUS - Isobel, Neil, 
Laura and family of the 
late Harry Angus wish to 
thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for 
letters, cards and fl owers 
received. Thanks to 
Professor Evans and all at 
The Beatson Centre, Mr 
D Scobie and all staff at 
Lorn and Islands District 
General Hospital, patient 
transport staff,  Mr I 
MacInnes Jnr and D  and 
A Munn and Rev Dugald 
Cameron. Special thanks 
to Dr Colin Wilson, district 
nurses and Lorn Medical 
Centre for dedicated and 
unfailing attention.
CLARK - Peggy, 
Morag, Dugie, Donald, 
Gavin and the extended 
family of the late, Angus 
Ross Clark (formerly of 
Colonsay), would like 
to thank everyone for 
all their love, comfort, 
support and strength that 
they provided during their 
recent sad loss. For the 
numerous cards, letters, 
phonecalls, fl owers and 
visits. To everyone who 
travelled to the island to 
attend the funeral, and 
for those who attended at 
the church and graveside, 
for the overwhelming 
amount of beautiful fl oral 
tributes. In particular, 
we would like to thank 
the Rev Bob Gilmore, of 
South Queensferry who 
conducted the comforting 
funeral service, all cash 
tributes were donated to 
his supported charity for 
under privileged children. 
Lady Hilary Menzies 
for her beautiful poem 
reading, Grace and Will 
Plowden for playing the 
bagpipes and chanter at 
the church, Eleanor for 
playing the organ, Aunt 
May and the ladies who 
helped with the catering, 
and the men whom attend 
to the graveyard. A special 
thank you to Annie and  
Bill Lawson, who along 
with the Binnie and Cook 
families provided us with 
accomodation.
MACFADYEN - The
nieces and nephews of the 
late Donald MacFadyen, 
would like to thank all 
friends and neighbours 
for their many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received following their 
recent sad loss. Thanks 
to staff and doctors 
of Ward B, Lorn and 
Islands District General 
Hospital, to Bishop Toal, 
Hamish Hoey and Son 
Funeral Directors and 
the Lancaster Hotel for 
catering. Special thanks 
to the staff at Lynnside 
Day Centre for their 
kind support over the 
years, and to his friends 
at the Centre. The retiral 
collection raised £198 for 
the Friends of The Oban 
Hospice.
MACINNES - The 
family of the late Barbara 
MacInnes would like to 
thank relatives and friends 
for their many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their sad loss. 
Thanks also to all those 
who attended both at the 
graveside and the Service 
of Thanksgiving. The sum 
of £220.00 was collected 
for North Argyll House, 
Oban.
MACKINTOSH - The 
family of the late Ann V 
MacKintosh wish to thank 
sincerely Dr M Foxely 
and other medical staff 
of Craig Nevis Surgery, 
Dr Hulks and staff of 
Ward Eleven, Raigmore 
and especially the doctors 
and nurses of the Medical 
Ward, Belford Hospital.  
Thanks also to the staff 
of Lloyds Pharmacy and 
Morrisons.  Our sincere 
thanks to Msgr Donald 
MacKinnon for his 
constant attention to Ann 
and also to Father  John 
Paul MacKinnon for their 
concelebrated Requiem 
Mass to Jimmy Forsyth 

organist to Ewan, Alex 
and Theresa for their 
sensitive and effi cient 
funeral arrangements and 
to the Roads Department 
for cleaning the road to 
the cemetery.  Our grateful 
thanks go to all who sent 
gifts, fl owers, telephone 
calls, Mass cards and 
messages of sympathy 
to us.  Thanks also to 
Stronlossit Hotel for their 
excellent catering.  The 
sum of £842 was collected 
for Cancer Research and 
the Highland Hospice.
McCALMAN - The
family of the late Donald 
McCalman would like 
to thank all family, 
neighbours and friends, 
for cards, fl owers and 
kind expressions of 
sympathy at this sad time. 
Special thanks to hospital 
Chaplain and Rev Alan 
MacKenzie for their 
spiritual comfort, A & E 
at Monklands Hospital 
for kind care and support, 
Joseph Potts for his help 
and support with all the 
funeral arrangements, 
Bruce Medical and the 
Marie Curie Carers.
- Inserted by his loving 
wife Fiona and family. 
MARTINDALE - The
family of the late John 
Walker Martindale, 
Dalmally, would like to 
thank everyone for their 
sympathy and kindness 
at this sad time and for 
generous donations to 
RNLI. Thanks to nurses 
and doctors of Lorn and 
Islands District General 
Hospital, Oban, D and 
A Munn for funeral 
arrangements and Rev 
Liz Gibson for words of 
comfort.
PAGE - The family of 
Jean, Gruline, Isle of 
Mull, would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their many 
cards and expressions of 
sympathy received after 
our sad bereavement.  
In particular we would 
like to thank the staff 
of Dunaros Hospital, 
Salen Surgery and Mull 
Home Carers who all 
took such great care of 
Jean.  Thanks also to 
Reverend G McCormick 
for a comforting funeral 
service, Mr Billy 
McClymont for sensitive 
and effi cient funeral 
arrangements, the organist 
of Achnaba Church, and 
Mr Neil MacCallum 
for his expert piping at 
the graveside.  Many 
thanks also to those who 
attended at the church and 
graveside.

IN MEMORIAM
ARMSTRONG - In 
loving memory of my 
dearest mother, who 
passed away March 23, 
1975, also remembering 
dear friends Tootsie and 
Marie Campbell, Mrs 
Madge MacIsaac and 
Rev John MacLeod, also 
Donnie Ferguson a very 
kind and caring vet. Also 
remembering John Alan 
MacNeil, Barra.
- Inserted by Mrs M W 
Lamont.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear 
mother and grandmother, 
Betty Lyall, who died on 
March 19, 1979.
Never a day but in our 
thoughts.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Ann, Angus, 
Lorne, Gordon, Gillian.
A r d n e s s , T i r a g h o i l , 
Bunessan, Mull.
GREEN - In loving 
memory of Isobel (Ibbie) 
of Inverness, formerly 
of Carradale, Argyll. 
Beloved wife and lovely 
Mum. October 6, 1931 
to March 19, 2008. 
Words can’t express 
how much we miss you.  
Remembering all the love 
and all the laughs.   In our 
thoughts and our hearts 
every day. 
- Alex, Audrey, Sharon 
and the rest of the family.
HAY - In loving memory 
of James, who died March 
18, 2006.  Always in our 
thoughts, forever in our 
hearts.
- Joan, Donald, Anthea, 
Iain and families.
HERON - In ever loving 
memory of Isobella 
Halliday (Bella), who 
passed away on March 
22, 2006. A dear sister 
and a loving aunt, also her 
husband Jimmy, who died 
on September 1, 2005.
Both lovingly  remembered 
every day.
- Archie and all the 
family.
KELLY - In loving 
memory of my dear 
grandson and our nephew, 
Charles, who died March 
16, 2007. R.I.P.
- 118 Kilmallie Road, 
Caol.
MACBETH - Treasured 
memories of my dear 
husband, Jimmy, died 
March 18, 1990, in his 
79th year. RIP.
You are always by my 
side
Our Lady of Fatima pray 
for him.
- Inserted by his loving 
wife, Lizzie, Grange 
Road.
MACDONALD - In 
loving memory of Lachie, 
dearly loved husband, 

dad, father-in-law and 
papa, who passed away 
March 21, 2002.
Treasured memories of 
my beloved husband.
- Effi e.
Thinking of you today 
and always.
- Neil and Mairi-Anne.
Remembering our papa.
- Kieran, Kyle and Ryan.
Remembering also my 
dear brother Neil, who 
passed away January 14, 
2006.
- Effi e.
Also remembering those 
gone before and after.
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of my 
dear husband Hector, who 
died March 18, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Your loving wife Mora 
and daughter Joy.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of Jennifer Hazel 
MacLean (née Duncan) 
who was called to rest on 
March 17, 2008, a special 
daughter and dear friend.
Remembered with love 
each day.
- Chrissie x 
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of our dear 
aunty Annie MacLeod, 
Tobermory, Mull, who 
died March 17, 1987.
They say in time you do 
forget
To some that may be true
But no morning dawns
No night returns
Without a thought of you.
And also remembering 
loved ones gone before 
and after.
- Inserted By Ann, John 
Alistair, Patricia, Rosyth, 
Fife.
PATERSON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Betty, passed away March 
17, 2008.
Quietly remembered 
every day.
- Sandy.
SCOTT - In loving 
memory of Jimmy, a dear 
brother-in-law.
Missed every day.
- From Pat and Malcolm. 
X
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West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 22 March 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
 Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday  10a.m.
The Well,

Lochavullin,
Oban

All welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 22 March 2009

Mothering Sunday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ..... 08.00
Sung Eucharist .......... 10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Mattins ........................11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist........... 08.00
Evensong ................... 20.00

CHARITY DONATIONS

JAMES Devine BEM (Jimmy) will be remembered by 
many people, in many locations, and for many differ-
ent reasons.

He was a talented mechanic, an enthusiastic and car-
ing auxiliary coastguard whose knowledge of the west 
coast and willingness to help others was greatly respect-
ed, and a jovial and social character whose Irish charm 
and wit made him friends wherever he ventured.

Jimmy was born in Claudy, Co Londonderry, North-
ern Ireland in February 1923 and he was one of 11 chil-
dren being brought up on the small family farm.

He was to leave his native isle at an early age when 
his family moved to the west of Scotland but Jimmy 
was never to lose either his soft accent or his love for 
his birthplace.

A strong and life-long connection with the sea started 
when Jimmy joined the Royal Navy at the beginning 
of World War 11. He served on motor torpedo boats 
in the Mediterranean Sea and it was during these War 
years that he met Flora, who was to become his life-
long companion and wife of 63 years. They married in 
1945 and were blessed with four children - one daugh-
ter and three sons.

Jimmy Devine had a natural fl air and understanding 
of anything mechanical. He became a popular and far-
travelled member of the Post Offi ce garage team based 
in Oban, before taking early retirement and joining 
Scottish Gas.

He was also a stalwart of the west coast’s auxiliary 
coastguard team, where he became Auxiliary in Charge 
and was awarded the British Empire Medal following 
years of exemplary service.

Never a man to sit still for long, when not found in 
a boat, Jimmy could be found in his garage helping 
others with their mechanical problems - and expecting 
only friendship in return.

Always the family man, James Devine liked nothing 
better than a family gathering - the bigger the better. 
Even in later life he retained his love of music and 
dancing. He would be the fi rst man on the dance fl oor 
and the last to leave, with any opportunity in-between 
to play his mouth organ eagerly accepted.

His popularity could, in some small way, be measured 
by the large gathering at Jimmy’s funeral mass within 
St Columba’s Cathedral, Oban, with people travelling 
from throughout the UK, Ireland, and as far afi eld as 
Dubai, to pay their last respects.

Perhaps the measure of a man is not that he is remem-
bered, but how he is remembered.

Those remembering Jimmy Devine are the ones with 
the smile on their faces.

SMK

Obituary
James Devine BEM

Recently the deputy prime minister pro-
claimed Gordon Brown a ‘great world lead-
er’. Her words not mine. 

There was once a great world leader called 
Nimrod, and we know what happened to his 
civilisation. He had the same ideas and aspi-
rations as we have now, one language, one 
currency all agreeing to one purpose, to make 
a name for themselves, a global plan if you 
will.

However, it was all based on human wis-
dom, like the present plans, to gain material 
wealth and fi nancial riches, but without tak-
ing God into account, in short idolatry.

However the Bible declares that the ‘rev-
erential fear of God is the beginning of true 
knowledge and true wisdom,’ which is infi -
nitely greater than mere human wisdom. It 
goes on to say in Proverbs ch 16 v16 ‘How 
much better to get (true) wisdom than gold 
and (true) understanding from God than sil-
ver.’ 

What is happening in the world is that we 

are still following Nimrod’s wisdom and ide-
as which resulted in the building of Babylon 
and other cities in rebellion against God. (In-
cidentally, Nimrod means rebel.) 

As it is 4,000 years since Nimrod’s world 
system collapsed, maybe it is time now that 
we as a nation took the wise advice that God 
gave Solomon at the dedication of the temple. 
2 Chronicles ch 7 v 14: ‘If my people that are 
called by my Name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways: then will I hear from heaven 
and forgive their sin and will heal their land.’ 

After all we are supposed to be a ‘Christian’ 
country (nominally at least). 

Finally as individuals, we could take on 
board the advice of Jesus Christ who was and 
is ‘a greater than Solomon’ to see to it that we 
build our ‘house’ on Him who is the Rock, 
and not on sand, which will eventually col-
lapse and fall. 

                                                       J A Elliott

What in the world is happening, or 
rather what is happening in the world? 

Serving up a lovely cup of tea are Marjorie Milton, Irene MacMillan, 
Elizabeth MacCallum and Babs MacIntyre. The coffee morning held 

by Oban and Kilmore Guild raised money for church funds. t11tea01

VISITORS from Australia are hoping to catch up with 
their ancestors when they make a trip to Scotland’s west 
coast in May of this year.

Jan Jackson and Marilyn Monsour have written to The
Oban Times asking for any relatives of Angus McNicol 
Cameron of Coelade, Appin born in 1886, son of Peter 
Cameron, born 1851 and Mary Ann McNicol, daughter 
of Angus McNicol, born 1813, and Janet McCorqua-
dale, born 1824, of Inverfolla Farm to get in touch with 
them via the newspaper. The women have sent a photo-
graph with two cousins that they have already met. Ken 
and Alison Cameron join Jan and Marilyn when they 
met up last year. 

From Australia to Appin 
is search of their roots

A GAELIC pre-school group in Appin is celebrating an 
increase in a numbers and a promise of continued fund-
ing.

Croileagan Apainn, taken by Mod-medal winner and 
gaelic speaker Ann Maclean of North Connel, is a small 
playgroup but has seen its numbers increase from three 
to 11 pre-school children. It received funding from Bord 
na Gaidhlig up until the end of March this year but has 
now heard that the bord will award it more funding in 
principal for the following year. Any pre-school chil-
dren from the area are welcome to attend.

Appin Gaelic success

On Wednesday February 11 
members were joined for 
their open night in Taynuilt 
Village Hall by visitors from 
Oban, Glenorchy and Lo-
chawe Institutes as well as 
from Taynuilt itself.  

They had all come to hear 
Robert Campbell Preston 
speak on the Inverawe Smok-
ery and on Laura’s Trust.  

This was a most interesting 
and informative talk, illus-
trated by slides on the smok-
ing methods used at Inverawe 
and on how the business had 
started and developed to its 
present state.  He went on to 
tell us how Laura’s Trust had 

been set up and how it was 
used to help educate children 
in the area of Africa where 
Laura had been working.

The raffl e and sales table 
were well supported          - 
the proceeds going to Laura’s 
Trust and the evening ended 
with a most welcome cup of 
tea and home baking provid-
ed by the committee.

The vote of thanks was giv-
en by Cathie Reid.

Members of Taynuilt SWRI 
were joined by a number of 
local visitors at their meeting 
on March 11 when President 
Jessie Servant introduced 
Brigadier John MacFarlane 

who gave everyone a differ-
ent view of Taynuilt and the 
surrounding area of Muckairn 
when he explained the mean-
ing of the Gaelic names of 
places throughout the area.

John invited questions at 
the end of his talk and he was 
kept busy answering these 
for sometime so great was 
the audience’s interest in this 
subject.

The vote of thanks was giv-
en by Stella Huntingford and 
the evening ended with deli-
cious refreshments provided 
by the evening’s hostesses 
Ann MacCallum and Alice 
Campbell.

The March meeting of Lo-
chawe Institute took place on 
Wednesday March 4 2009 in 
Lochawe Village Hall.  

Mrs Terry Orr Secretary in-
troduced Mrs Ann Hay Port-
sonachan demonstrator for 
the evening who gave a very 
interesting talk on making 
sugar paste fl owers – dem-
onstrating how to form such 

delicate fl owers and leaves 
for cake decorations.  The 
fi nished fl owers were so real-
istic that one was tempted to 
smell them as the real thing! 
All present enjoyed the dem-
onstrations enormously.

Competition: Flowers(small 
spring arrangement – 9x9x9) 
judged by Mrs Hay.

J Ogden – Gold, P MacLeod 

– Silver, V Williams – Red, J 
Wylie – Red.

An enjoyable tea was pro-
vided by hostesses for the 
evening J Wylie and M 
MacKenzie.

The next meeting – busi-
ness and general discussion 
– will take place on Wednes-
day April 1 2009 at 7.30pm 
in Lochawe Village Hall.

Around the Rurals
Taynuilt

Lochawe

TECHNOLOGY used on TV gameshows 
like Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? is be-
ing used during lessons at an Oban primary 
school.

Activote pads, similar to the devices used by 
the audience on the popular gameshow, are 
being used by pupils to answer questions on 
a variety of subjects including maths and sci-
ence.

The keypads are used in conjunction with 
an interactive board in the classroom which 
allows pupils to answer questions instantly.

One pupil said he like the new system as he 

did not have to use a pencil and jotter!
Acting head teacher Siobhan Evans said: 

‘The system covers a range of different cur-
ricular areas and can challenge the children in 
maths and science.

‘We can also design and create our own 
questions and answers. It’s basically a new 
way of assessing children’s abilities, and it’s 
fun and motivational.’

The school raised money for the project in 
a series of events including a recent Italian-
themed night at the Cuan Mor restaurant in 
Oban which raised £650.

Pupils from St Columba’s Primary School with the new Activote keypads t11remote01.

TV gameshow inspires school lessons
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Shinty/hurling
Shinty

Shinty
fixtures

Shinty

Premier Division
Glenorchy  P  Newtonmore P  
Glenurquhart P  Bute P  
Kingussie 3  Kyles Athletic 4 
Lochaber  2  Fort William 1  
Oban Caman  2  Inveraray 1
North Division 1
Beauly  1  Lovat 0
Inverness 1  Kilmallie 4
Kinlochsheil P  Lochcarron P    
Strathglass  P  Caberfeidh P 
South Division 1
Ballachulish P  Oban CelticP  
Lochside Rovers 3 Kilmory 2
Tayforth  2  Inveraray 4   
North Division 2
Caberfeidh P  Newtonmore P  
Glengarry  2  Kingussie 3 
Kilmallie  P  Kinlochsheil P  
Lovat   0  Glenurquhart 1
Skye  1  Fort William  3
South Division 2
Col Glen  P  Bute P    
GMA P  Glenorchy P  
Kyles P  Ballachulish P 
Strachur  3  Aberdour 0 
North Division 3
Aberdeen Uni 2  Lochaber 1
Boleskine  0  Beauly  1
Inverness  P  Kincraig P    
Lochbroom  P  Strathglass P 
Lochcarron P  Ard/murchan P

Leagues

Shinty

Premier Division 
Inveraray  v  Glenorchy
John MacPhee
Kyles Ath v  Fort William  
David Mitchell
Newtonmore  v  Kingussie
Graham Cameron 
Oban Caman  v  Glen/quhart 
Duncan Kerr

North Division 1
Caberfeidh  v  Kinlochsheil
Charles Young
Kilmallie   v  Lovat
Donald MacRae 
Inverness  v  Strathglass
Ronnie Campbell 
Skye    v  Beauly
Russell Ross

South Division 1
Ballachulish   v  Inveraray
Billy Wotherspoon  
Oban Celtic  v  Kilmory
Ted McDonald
Tayforth  v  GMA
Colin MacDonald

North Division 2
Fort William  v  Kilmallie  
John Sloggie
Glengarry   v  Newtonmore
Jock Matheson 
Kingussie   v  Skye
Graham Irving
Kinlochsheil  v  Glen/quhart 
Evan MacRae
Lovat   v  Caberfeidh
Daniel MacRae

South Division 2
Aberdour  v  Taynuilt  
George O’Rourke 
Col Glen   v  Ballachulish
Robert Baxter Jnr 
12.00 Throw Up
GMA v  Strachur  
Jim Innes 
Glenorchy   v  Kyles Athletic  
Euan Pearson

North Division 3
Ardnamurchan  v  Inverness  
Dougie Cameron 
Boleskine   v  Lochaber
Roddie MacLennan 
Kincraig  v  Strathglass
Neil Ferguson
Lochbroom  v  Aberdeen Uni
Innes Wood 
Lochcarron   v  Beauly
Derek Cameron 

               P W D L F A P
Newtonmore          1 1 0 0 5 0 2 
Kingussie               2 1 0 1 9 6 2 
Kyles Athletic        1 1 0 0 4 3 2 
Oban Camanachd   1 1 0 0 2 1 2 
Lochaber                 2 1 0 1 4 7 2 
Bute    0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Glenorchy   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fort William   1 0 0 1 1 2 0 
Inveraray   1 0 0 1 1 2 0 
Glenurquhart   1 0 0 1 0 5 0 

Kilmallie   2 2 0 0 7 2 4 
Beauly    2 1 1 0 2 1 3 
Skye    1 1 0 0 4 0 2 
Kinlochshiel   1 0 1 0 1 1 1 
Lochcarron   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Strathglass  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lovat    1 0 0 1 0 1 0 
Caberfeidh   1 0 0 1 1 3 0 
Inverness   2 0 0 2 1 8 0 

Glenurquhart   2 2 0 0 5 2 4 
Kingussie   2 2 0 0 5 3 4 
Fort William   2 1 0 1 5 5 2 
Lovat    2 1 0 1 2 2 2 
Caberfeidh   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kilmallie   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kinlochshiel   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Newtonmore   1 0 0 1 1 2 0 
Glengarry   2 0 0 2 3 5 0 
Skye    1 0 0 1 1 3 0 

Aberdeen Uni   2 2 0 0 5 2 4 
Inverness   2 1 0 1 8 3 2 
Strathglass   1 1 0 0 5 1 2 
Lochcarron   1 1 0 0 3 0 2 
Ardnamurchan   1 1 0 0 3 2 2 
Lochbroom   1 1 0 0 1 0 2 
Beauly    2 1 0 1 1 1 2 
Boleskine   2 0 0 2 2 4 0 
Lochaber   2 0 0 2 2 7 0 
Kincraig                2 0 0 2 0 10 0 

GMA    1 1 0 0 5 0 2 
Ballachulish   1 1 0 0 4 2 2 
Inveraray   1 1 0 0 4 2 2 
Lochside Rovers   1 1 0 0 3 2 2 
Oban Celtic   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tayforth    2 0 0 2 4 8 0 
Kilmory    2 0 0 2 2 8 0 

Aberdour   2 1 0 1 6 3 2 
Strachur    1 1 0 0 3 0 2 
Kyles Athletic   1 1 0 0 2 0 2 
Ballachulish   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
GMA    0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Glenorchy   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Taynuilt    0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Bute    1 0 0 1 0 2 0 
Col Glen   1 0 0 1 0 6 0 

Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Results

Shinty

in Dubai, Buenos Aires and 
Arizona. Mackenzie feels 
winning assurances from the 
Gaelic Athletic Association 
(GAA) that Ireland will fi eld 
more, if not all,their All-Stars 
in future will raise the fi xture 
to a new level.

‘I feel we sell ourselves 
short with the international in 
both countries,’ said Macken-
zie, who succeeds Lochaber’s 
Ally Ferguson as national 
coach.

‘Last year, Ireland selected 
Cork’s Sean O’hAilpin, Ire-
land’s 2004 Hurler of the 
Year, and guys like Eddie 
Brennan, Derek Lyng and 
Tommy Walsh, who are All-
Stars. My personal goal is to 
play the full All-Stars team 
and, if we can get that, it will 
give the whole international 
fi xture a platform from which 
to build. If the GAA worked 
on that, we could really start 
building the crowds at these 
games.’

Should there be a will within 
the GAA to have their All-

NEW Scotland shinty man-
ager Fraser Mackenzie be-
lieves luring Ireland’s hurling 
All-Stars to Scotland could 
revive the annual shinty/hurl-
ing contest.

The 35-year old former Lo-
chcarron manager was last 
week handed the sport’s top 
job until after the 2011 inter-
national with Ireland. Imme-
diately, he set out his blueprint 
for the future and, interesting-
ly, his vision extends beyond 
the mere swinging of sticks. 
Mackenzie wants to ensure 
Scotland preserves its unbeat-
en run but he has a wider am-
bition to see the cross-codes 
about become a major sport-
ing event.

In the past, the occasion en-
joyed higher profi le because 
both the Scots and Ireland 
chose the very cream of their 
shinty and hurling players. 
Selections have been watered 
down in recent times but, in 
2008, the Irish fi elded three 
players who had been capped 
for the All-Stars.

Becoming an All-Star is the 
highest honour in hurling and 
the team has played games 

Stars team fl y to Scotland, it 
would be a mouth-watering 
prospect for both shinty and 
hurling fans.

This year is the 125th an-
niversary of the Irish hurling 
association, which has its 
home at Croke Park, and both 
countries wish to mark the 
occasion. MacKenzie knows 
doubters would give the Scots 
little chance, but he feels this 
is unfair.

‘People would say the All-
Stars would destroy us but 
those who think that are being 
disrespectful to shinty. We 
have some fantastic players 
who are suited to this type of 
game and that has been one of 
the key reasons for our suc-
cess in recent years.’

Mackenzie would like to see 
funding for the event move 
towards a long-term deal with 
a major sponsor.

He says lessons can be 
learned from the growth of 
hurling in Ireland, after brew-
ing giants Guinness threw its 
weight behind the game.

‘We should be looking at 
getting, perhaps, a three year 
sponsorship deal to cover the 
international rather than run-
ning around at the last minute 
every year. If we were more 
pro-active in fi nding bigger 
sponsors, we could really 
build the international.

‘We should be working on 
this as soon as one interna-
tional is fi nished.’

In order to get the Scottish 
players to value the inter-
national again, Mackenzie 
wants to add to the experi-
ence of what it means to wear 
the dark blue. Already, he has 
approached former Inverness 
Caley Thistle sports psychol-
ogist, Donald McNaughton, 
about working with the play-
ers.

He also wants to integrate 
hurling into the Scots’ train-
ing. ‘The players should see 
wearing their country’s col-
ours as the biggest honour. I 
would have swam to Ireland 
to play. To build that mental-
ity again, we have to make 
sure they take something ma-
jor from the experience and 
take that back to their clubs.’

New Scotland manager Fraser Mackenzie, right, and new 
coaching assistant Kenny Ross, left, join Cork’s Sean 

O’hAilpin, centre, Ireland’s 2004 Hurler of the Year and 
hurling All-Star after last year’s victory at Kilkenny.

New Scotland manager want hurling’s All-Stars

‘My personal goal is to play 
the full All-Stars team and, if 
we can get that, it will give the 
whole international fixture a 
platform from which to build’  
                     - Fraser Mackenzie

Kingussie’s Ronald Ross loses his boot in a tussle with Kyles’ defenders Peter Currie, 
left, and Roddy MacDonald Picture - Ern Emmett

Fort William’s James Clark was allowed little room by James MacRae at Spean Bridge 
on Saturday as Lochaber scored two early goals to take full league points f12shinty02

Kyles and Lochaber show the way with surprise results at Dell and Spean
FEW pre-match pundits 
would have favoured Kyles 
Athletic to travel to the Dell 
and break Kingussie’s unde-
feated run on their own turf. 
Fewer perhaps, other than the 
Spean faithful, would have 
predicted that the 2009 Fort 
William title challenge would 
falter at the fi rst hurdle at 
the hands of a Lochaber side 
which has always threatened 
but seldom lived-up to full 
Premier potential.

At the Dell, a young Kyles  
team appeared to want the 
win more than the home side 
and they showed little respect 
as they played some entertain-
ing and skilful shinty amid 

their desire to challenge for 
every ball.

Kingussie have for several 
seasons relied on scoring 
more goals than they lose but 
on this occasion a fi rst-half 
double from Ronald Ross 
and a late strike from Paul 
Gow simply wasn’t enough 
as Kyles countered with a 
double from Tom Whyte, plus 
goals from Duncan Kerr and 
Grant Irvine to deservedly 
win by the odd goal in seven.

Kyles will now aim to main-
tain this early form for this 
Saturday’s home fi xture at 
Tighnabruaich against Fort 
William, where another Kyles 
victory would create the most 

open early season Premier 
league for a year.

Kingussie face Newtonmore 
at the Eilan where they will be 
keen to show that last Satur-
day was but an off-day, while 
their opponents will have not-
ed the character and style of 
the Kyles’ performance.

Lochaber’s derby tie against 
Fort William started with a 
bang as Zander Ferguson and 
Hugh Innes had Lochaber 
ahead with two well-taken 
goals inside the opening 10 
minutes.

Fort William seemed 
stunned by the early blister-

ing pace and Lochaber noti-
cably grew in confi dence over 
the fi rst 20 minutes. When 
they then relaxed, the visitors’ 
midfi eld took full advantage 
with John MacDonald draw-
ing a goal back for Fort after 
26 minutes.

But the home side then 
sparked back to life and 
showed a determination  and 
self-belief that was lacking 
in previous seasons. They 
blunted Fort’s sharp-passing 
attack, with James MacRae 
maintaining a very tight rein 
on goal-threat James Clark 
throughout the 90 minutes.

Although Lochaber may 
feel they should have added 
to their goal-tally over the 
course of the match, the rap-
turous applause they received 
from jubilant supporters at the 
fi nal whistle must have fi lled 
them with satisfaction that the 
job had been well done.

Lochaber’s match against 
Bute has been postponed this 
weekend as the Spean club 
had called for the date to be 
set aside for a local wedding.

At Mossfi eld Park, Oban, 
Inveraray took an early lead 
when Neil Campbell put In-
veraray in the driving seat 
after 10 minutes but Oban 
Camanachd came back to 

equalise through Ian MacMil-
lan on the half-hour mark. 
The tie looked to be heading 
for a score-draw until David 
Devine ensured that full Pre-
mier points would stay in 
Oban with a goal 15 minutes 
from time.

Camanachd are back at 
Mossfi eld this Saturday when 
they meet Premier newcom-
ers Glenurquhart in what 
could be a very interesting 
tussle, while Inveraray have a 
local derby against Glenorchy 
at the Winterton.

Last Saturday’s other sched-
uled ties at Dalmally and 
Drumnadrochit were victims 
of the weather.

Beauly win 
derby match

A BARRIE MacDonald pen-
alty after an hours play de-
cided the fi rst of this season’s 
North Division One derby 
between Beauly and Lovat at 
Braeview Park.

In a hotly contested affair, 
both teams were reduced to 
11-men when Beauly’s Jamie 
MacLennan and Lovat’s 
Lorne MacKay were sent off.

Meanwhile Kilmallie go the 
top of the table following a 
4-1 away win against Inve-
ness thanks to two goals each 
from John Stewart and Trevor 
Jackson.

Shinty
Marine Harvest South Division Two

Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty
Marine Harvest North Division Two

Kilmallie 4 Lovat 0

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
 No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 
or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1250

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
M Wade, Bayview, Bunessan, Isle of Mull and M Forgrieve, 9 Dalrigh, Oban 
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FRIDAY

9
10

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Expected to be dry with sunny spells. Winds light to 
moderate south-westerly. Temperatures 2ºC to 12ºC

Friday
Again expected to be dry with sunny spells. Winds south-

easterly. Temperatures 4ºC to 11ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Saturday and Sunday will be cloudy with sunny spells. 
Winds moderate north-westerly. 

Temperatures 3ºC to 10ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Slight
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, March 19, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 05.10 2.0 10.10 2.6 18.00 2.0 **.** *.*
Fri 00.12 2.7 06.29 2.1 14.39 2.6 19.35 2.0                 
Sat 02.33 2.8 09.05 2.0 15.29 2.8 21.14 1.8
Sun 03.24 3.1 09.56 1.7 15.53 3.0 22.00 1.5
Mon 04.01 3.3 10.26 1.4 16.20 3.2 22.34 1.2
Tues 04.34 3.6 10.55 1.2 16.50 3.5 23.04 1.0
Wed 05.07 3.8 11.24 0.9 17.20 3.7 23.33 0.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Golf

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Saints can’t see wood for trees in west cup
Football

Rally crew 
are joint top

ON SATURDAY Oban Saints under 16s 
beat Glenbrae Colts by four goals to three 
with Steven Delebecque, Connor Craw-
ford and Shaun Cooke scoring for Saints.
The games involving East End v Under 
17s, Clydebank Phoenix v Under 13s and 
Renton v Under 14s were all postponed. 

This Saturday’s fi xtures: 
Under 13s no game
Under 14s v Kilpatrick
Under 16s, no game 
Glenbrae Colts v Under 17s. 

SAINTS travelled to Ham-
ilton to take on last season’s 
Scottish Amateur Cup win-
ners Eddlewood in the fi fth 
round of the West of Scotland 
Cup.

Unfortunately the Oban side 
were in one of their charitable 
moods which meant Eddle-
wood didn’t have to work all 
that hard to get their goals.

The teams have been drawn 
against each other in the quar-
ter fi nals of the Scottish Cup 
and surely Saints can’t play as 
badly again. 

They allowed the Central 
League side to dictate the 
pace of the game and were 
out-muscled in almost every 

department by the experi-
enced and well drilled Ham-
ilton outfi t.

Saints took the lead in the 
21st minute when good work 
in midfi eld by Ross Graham 
and Joe Lopez resulted in 
the ball being played wide to 
Donald Campbell, who wast-
ed no time in despatching a 
great right foot curler past the 
helpless David Cormack.

The home side drew level in 
the 32nd minute with a con-

troversial penalty. Joe Lopez 
and John Paul Kerr seemed 
to collide at the edge of the 
box and the ball spun out for 
a throw in, but to everybody’s 
amazement the referee point-
ed to the penalty spot, which 
seemed a harsh decision.

Stephen Wedlock took the 
spot kick and buried it behind 
Graham Douglas to make the 
score 1-1.

Saints were stung by this 
goal and Eddlewood sensed 

it and came storming forward 
netting a second goal fi ve 
minutes before the interval.

Just when Saints were get-
ting back into the game they 
lost a poor third goal midway 
through the second half. 

The game was killed stone 
dead with ten minutes re-
maining when Myles McAu-
ley failed to clear his lines 
and and the ball fell kindly 
for Allan Barret, who made 
the score 4-1.

With the fi nal whistle about 
to blow a long through ball 
was misjudged by Jamie Gra-
ham which allowed Eddle-
wood to make it 5-1.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
bitterly disappointed at his 
team’s performance. 

He said: ‘Eddlewood are 
probably the best amateur 
team in the country and you 
can’t give away goals the 
way we did today. The boys 
learned a harsh lesson.’

Saints are at home to Busby  
on Saturday in the second 
round of the Marshall Trophy 
with the match kicking off 
at 2pm at Glencruitten with 
David Mitchell in charge.

New ladies team formed by Oban Saints
Oban Saints Ladies pictured with club secretary David Buchanan and Argyll and Bute Football Development

Offi cer Dylan Kerr, who took their fi rst training session last Wednesday night in horrendous weather conditions
 at the community pitch. The team are looking for friendly matches at the moment and are hoping to join 

a recognised league next season. The ladies are also looking for qualifi ed coaches to help out. 

WITH the Oban Saints boys 
having all but secured top 
spot the chase was on for run-
ners up in the junior section  
of Oban Express Primary 
Football.

The Sharks posted their ear-

Oban boys 
are winter 
winners

Oban Saints Boys.

Football
ly intentions with a comfort-
able win over the Galaxy and 
then recorded a signifi cant 
victory over the Saints under 
8s thanks to goals from Carla 

Miller and Lauren Angus who 
scored in both matches. 

They were narrowly de-
feated by a solitary goal from 
Saints Martin Rennie and their 
hopes were dealt a huge blow 
with a goalless draw against 
Ben Lora and a fi nal win over 
K-Oz was not enough.

The Saints under 8s started 
the day in second place and 
doubles from Lennon and 
Lewis Campbell put K-Oz 
to the sword, but they came 
unstuck with that defeat to 
Sharks and then to the Dol-
phins before sharing the 
points with Thistle.

Benderloch were hot on 
their heels with a Craig Mc-
Millan hat trick over K-Oz 
and  kept up their challenge 
with an important win over 
the under 8s but were held to 
a draw by Thistle.

They were almost derailed 
by Saints Cameron Scott scor-
ing with a header from a cor-
ner but they had done enough 
by that point to fi nish the best 
of the rest.

Motor Sport

ORGANISERS of the Bunes-
san Easter Sunday Fun Run 
are hoping that they will be 
favoured with good weather 
and a large turnout on Sun-
day, April 12.  

The Bunessan Easter Run is 
run annually on Easter Sun-
day and covers a course of 
11km around Bunessan in the 
Ross of Mull. 

This year a shorter course 
of approximately eight kilo-
metres will also be run, cut-
ting out the fi rst loop around 
Suidhe and Fountainhead.

This race will be called the 
‘Loopy Run’ and will cover 
a course from the village of 
Bunessan up to Knockan and 

around Ardtun. Competitors 
in the main race will be chas-
ing the current record holder 
Stuart Greenway’s time of 36 
minutes 42 seconds, a blister-
ing pace set in diffi cult condi-
tions last year.

Various prizes, donated by 
local businesses, will be pre-
sented to the winners in the 
Argyll Arms at 2pm.

Runners can register on the 
day and the cost is £5 for 
adults and £1 for the chil-
dren’s race. 

The Fun Run, for the juniors 
and pupils of primary school 
age, is approximately a mile 

and three quarters long and 
was won last year by Kate 
Burke.

David Cameron won the un-
der 10 trophy.

Organiser Lynda MacCal-
lum said: ‘Spectators will be 
entertained by a piper and 
representatives from the Isle 
of Mull Rugby Club will be 
in charge of the barbecue.

‘We are hoping for a good 
turn out of runners of all abil-
ities and ages with plenty of 
spectators to offer encourage-
ment.’

The road race will be fol-
lowed by a duck race from 
the front of the Ross of Mull 
Historical Centre.

Athletics

Loopy runners for 
Easter fun on Mull
Bunessan event includes shorter course, races for children and prizes

Judo

Juniors earn 
new grades

THREE swimmers from Oban 
Otters qualifi ed for the recent 
West of Scotland Champion-
ships held at Johnstone, Ren-
frewshire.

Twelve-year-old Matthew 
Anderson had a fantastic 
championships winning gold 
medals at 100 metres back-

stroke and 200 metres breast-
stroke.

In addition Matthew won 
a further two silver and fi ve 
bronze medals, bringing home 
a total of nine medals from 
his nine events, a tremende-
ous achievement.

Eleven-year-old Conor Mac-
Neil swimming in the same 
age group as Matthew had 
some fi ne swims and brought 
home a fi fth place medal in 
the 100m backstroke event 
and set several personal bests 
in his other events. 

Connor will be eligible for 
this age group for another 
year which augurs well for 
the club.

Twelve-year-old Abigail 
Evans made her fi rst appear-
ance at this level and com-
peted well in all her events 
and crowned her weekend off 
with a sixth place medal in 
the 100m freestyle.

All three swimmers have 
qualifi ed for various events at 
next months Scottish Nation-
al Age Group Championships 
at the Royal Commonwealth 
Pool in Edinburgh.

Otters win at west event
Abigail Evans, Matthew Anderson and Conor MacNeil.

Swimming

10
9

9

Eighteen-year-old Ashley Davies from North Connel caught this diamond back Stur-
geon at Maggots Lake near basildon in Essex. The monster 14 pound fi sh was caught 
only three feet from the bank using spam as bait. The fi sh was returned to the lake.

Diamond day for Connel angler

TWO Oban cars were among 
the starters at the Scottish Tar-
mac Championship at Crail in 
Fife with one team fi nishing 
the day at the top.

Among the 92 starters were 
Shaun Sinclair and Scott Bur-
nett, seeded seventh and Neil 
Munro and Iain (Buffy) Don-
aldson starting at 39.

Thanks to the support of an 
excellent service crew both 
cars ran well throughout the 
day without any major prob-
lems.

Sinclair/Burnett fi nished 7th 
overall, giving them a win in 
Class 5, leaving them joint 
leaders of the registered driv-
ers for the championship. 

Munro/Donaldson fi nished 
29th overall. 

Shaun Sinclair, with co-driv-
er Chris Hamill, will be com-
peting in the second round of 
the Scottish Rally Champion-
ship at Jedburgh this week-
end, supported by Fusion Ma-
rine and Cuan Mor.

Good luck to Obermory 
in Scottish bowl fi nal

RugbyJOINT Oban and Tobermory 
team, Obermory under-15s, 
will compete in the Scottish 
Schools Bowl Final in Glas-
gow tomorrow.

The game will take place 
at New Anniesland, home of 
Glasgow Accies, at 2pm on 
Friday, March 20.

To reach the stage the team 
have played schools from all 
over Scotland including Har-
ris Academy from Dundee 
and Belmont House School 
from Newton Mearns in Glas-
gow.

In the quarter and semi fi nals 
they claimed two of the bigger 
names in school rugby with a 
home win against Borough-
muir from Edinburgh and 
an away win played in Perth 
against Jedburgh Academy 
from the Borders, coached by 
ex-Scotland scrum half Roy 
Laidlaw. 

This will be the fi rst time 
ever that an Argyll team has 
reached the fi nals of any Scot-
tish schools competition and 
if they win it will be a just 
reward for the amount of ef-
fort both players and coaches 
have put in over the past six 
months.

Argyll’s rugby development 
offi cer Billy Thomson, who is 
also involved with the coach-
ing of the team, said: ‘It proves 
that there are young players in 
Argyll who can compete with 
the best in Scotland.’

To add to the atmosphere 
there will be three buses of 
supporters from the various 
schools making their way to 
Anniesland to cheer on their 
team in what should be a day 
to remember for all those in-
volved.

YOUNG brothers Josh and 
Ruaridh Nickell passed their 
junior black belt grading and 
Ben Robinson passed his 
third kyu brown belt at Senshi 
Do kickboxing.

The boys went through a 
gruelling two-hour test of 
their skill and stamina to earn 
their new grades at Oban mar-
tial arts centre.

Islay results

Football

Islay Golf Club Junior Results
March Medal
1 Bailey Freeman
2 Ross MacLean
3 Harry Thomson
Junior Competition
1 Robbie Thomson
2 Bailey Freeman
3 Harry Thomson
4 Brandon Freeman
5 Rachael McKim 

Youth team resultsWest of Scotland Cup Fifth Round
Eddlewood 5
Oban Saints 1
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