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CORRAN HALLS, OBAN
29th– 31st MARCH 

7:30pm
Tickets £6 concession £5
3 night ticket £15 & £12

Box office 01631 567333
8 one-act plays over 

3 nights

TIMESLINE
Will your band be 
playing Oban Live?

Hunt continues for 
missing person

Maserati at 95mph before crash
THE Maserati which collided 
with Mull vet Theresa Wade’s 
van was travelling at 95.5mph 
just minutes before the crash 
in which she died, a court was 
told on Tuesday.

A claims manager with Trax 
Global Solutions, Nicholas 
Street, 51, told the High Court 
in Glasgow he extracted the 
information from a black box in 
the high-powered car.

He was giving evidence at the 
trial of Thomas Wainwright, 27, 
who lives in Valbonne, France, 
and who denies causing the 
death of island vet Ms Wade 
on the A849 near to Craignure 
on October 28, 2015, by driving 
dangerously on the wrong side 

of the road and under the influ-
ence of alcohol. 

He also denies failing to pro-
vide a breath test.

Mr Street told prosecutor Tim 
Niven-Smith that the speed 
recorded by the car just before 
8pm on October 28, 2015, was 
95.51mph.

He was asked by Mr Niv-
en-Smith if the car then de-
creased its speed to 90.19mph 
and then to 69.05mph and 
replied: ‘Yes.’

The court heard that the next 
recorded reading at 8.01pm was 
0mph.

Mr Niven-Smith then asked: 
‘We know that the Maserati was 
involved in a collision on this 

road. Does this give an indica-
tion of the speed at or about the 
time of the collision?’ 

Mr Street replied: ‘Yes, 
69.05mph.’

The prosecutor said: ‘If the 
person identified as the driver 
said they were driving at 55mph, 
that is not consistent with the 
data,’ and Mr Street replied: 
‘No, it’s not.’

The black box was installed in 
the Maserati by hire company 
Sixt. Wainwright hired the car 
from the firm at Edinburgh 
Airport before driving to Mull.

Earlier Constable Sharon 
Carr told of arriving at the crash 
scene at about 8.20pm.

She said: ‘I saw the Maserati 

had extensive damage and the 
white van was on the verge in a 
ditch.’

Constable Carr said Wain-
wright was sitting on the ground 
with his head in his hands 
and the other occupant of the 
Maserati, Jerome Lopez, was 
standing in the roadway.

The police officer told the jury 
that a member of the ambulance 
crew at the scene told her Ms 
Wade was dead.

The road was closed and 
specialist police officers from 
Oban were brought over by the 
lifeboat crew and arrived on the 
scene at 2.50am.

The trial before Judge John 
Morris QC continues.

Police o�  cers are appealing to 
the public for assistance in the 
continued search for Joachim 
Brolly, 59.

Mr Brolly was last seen at 
Torran Bay Hostel, Ford, near 
Lochgilphead, at the south 
end of Loch Awe about 3pm on  
Thursday March 9 when he was 
seen getting into a boat.

He is described as being 
white, 5ft 6in tall, of medium 
build, with short grey hair and 
clean-shaven. He was wearing 
navy trousers, a navy � eece 
and a navy jacket.

Inspector Julie McLeish said:   
‘An extensive search involving 
police, � re service and Coast-
guard has been ongoing since 
Mr Brolly was reported missing 
on Friday March 10. Anyone 
who has seen him is asked to 
contact police via 101.’

OBAN LIVE and The Oban Times, 
its media partner, have joined 
together to give one local band 
or artist the chance to perform at 
Oban Live 2017. 

The winner will join an impres-
sive list of artists from trad stars 
Skerryvore and Skipinnish to 
1990s legends Toploader. 

Performing to thousands at 
Argyll’s biggest live music event 
at Moss� eld Stadium, Oban, on 
Saturday June 3, the winning act 
will get their very own half-hour 
slot to showcase their talents. 

Last year’s event attracted 7,800 
visitors to the two-day music fest.  

To � nd out how to apply, see 
next week’s Oban Times, out 
on March 23, or keep an eye on 
Oban Live and The Oban Times 
social media pages.

MORE than 30 refugees arrived at the Rock-
field Centre at the weekend after travelling to 
Oban from Glasgow. 

A wide variety of food and home baking was 
supplied by the volunteers who welcomed the 
visitors with handshakes and hugs.  

The special atmosphere that filled the Hut 
at the Rockfield was heightened when one 
refugee from the Sudan started to sing, and was 
joined by others in the group. Soon everyone 

as chanting and clapping to the rhythm of the 
exotic song. 

The warmth and welcome of the volunteers 
from Oban to the refugees and the refugees to 
the people of the town was tangible.  

One refugee claimed: ‘Oban is the friendliest 
place on earth,’ to the acclaim of his friends.  

As the group left the Rockfield to go to the 
beach and MacCaig’s Tower, plans and promis-
es were made for a return visit.

Oban warmly welcomes refugees

Passengers not allowed to 
use new £100,000 shelter
WIND, rain, sleet and snow 
should have been weather 
conditions passengers on the 
Oban to Glasgow train could 
defeat – thanks to a £100,000 
state-of-the-art shelter, erected 
last year, but to date no one has 
had access to use it.

ScotRail Alliance, the compa-
ny which runs the town centre 
station in Oban, has admitted 
passengers have no access, 
and won’t be allowed onto the 
platform for the foreseeable 
future until works on the line 
are completed.

More than 600 passengers a 
day use the Oban to Glasgow 
train route – and in bad weather, 
or on dark nights, people can be 
found drying out in the ticket 
office or in the area between the 
platform and the locked metal 
gates.

Many more find themselves 
out in the cold. The shelter can 
accommodate more than 60 
people.

Station staff who are regularly 
asked why the gates are locked 
preventing people from taking 
shelter point to managers in the 
city who make the decisions.

Oban Community Council 

said ScotRail Alliance’s posi-
tion was ‘ridiculous’, suggesting 
the cost of the toughened plastic 
15-metre shelter was in excess of 
£100,000.

Community councillors said it 
was ‘a disgrace’ that the shelter 
was going unused when up to 
150 people who have come 
straight from the CalMac ferry 
to the train squeeze themselves 
onto two benches in the train 
station building and one bench 
under shelter for waits of up to 
two hours with heavy bags.

One community councillor 
reported that he had asked staff 
why it hadn’t been opened and 
he was told ‘the platform was 
being secured while the train 
was being cleaned’.

The minutes of Oban Commu-
nity Council’s transport group 
recorded its concerns at its last 
meeting.

The minutes read: ‘David 
[Gallant] reported that passen-
gers are not being allowed to use 
the new shelter at Oban station 
and as a result they were getting 
soaking wet while waiting for 
trains.

‘This was because Oban sta-
tion staff insist on keeping the 
gates locked until five minutes 
before train departure time.

‘Duncan [Martin] estimated 

that the shelter cost around 
£100,000, was probably funded 
by public money through Trans-
port Scotland, and the shelter 
could not be used because Oban 
station staff would not allow 
anyone to use it.’

At a meeting of Oban Com-
munity Council, members 
heard that, however wet or cold 
or exposed to the elements 
people were, the entrance to the 
platform was locked by staff and 
no-one was allowed to make use 
of the shelter.

Kate Winton, a wheelchair 
user, said: ‘It makes sense to let 
those of us who are in wheel-
chairs or infirm have access as 
early as possible to the shelter 
so we can be ready to board the 
train in plenty of time.’

Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Neil MacIntyre said: ‘It is easier 
to get into America than get 
into Oban station at times.’

A ScotRail Alliance spokes-
person said: ‘Customer access 
to the platforms is restricted 
in order to allow our staff to 
promptly clean the train after 
the journey from Glasgow and 
place seat reservations before 
the return trip south.

‘As Oban is a terminus, trains 
require cleaning and seats 
reserving before the return 
journey to Glasgow. When this 
is complete, we re-open the 
platform to allow customers to 
board.

‘Ongoing construction work 
adjacent to the station is also 
limiting full access to the plat-
form at present. When these 
are complete, we will review our 
access procedures.’

The privately-owned company 
refused to put a figure on the 
new shelter.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Learners 
in class of 
their own
WESTERN Isles leads the 
nation in good outcomes for 
school leavers, newly released 
information shows.

Learners in Eilean Siar are 
outperforming their national 
counterparts. The Scottish Gov-
ernment’s Initial Destinations 
of Senior Phase School Leavers, 
published on March 7, shows 
Eilean Siar has, at 97.6 per cent, 
the highest percentage of senior 
phase pupils in a positive desti-
nation in Scotland.

The Local Government Bench -
marking Framework (outlining 
the performance of councils in 
Scotland in a range of measures) 
and the Insight National Bench-
marking Measures (describing 
the attainment of leavers in 
S4-S6) indicate that at the 
senior phase (S4-S6) and in a 
number of elements of the BGE 
(Broad General Education), the 
performance of children and 
young people in Eilean Siar is 
consistently higher than nation-
al averages.

Councillor Catriona Stewart, 
chairwoman of Education and 
Children’s Services, said: ‘We are 
very pleased to hear of the latest 
figures which confirm learners in 
the Western Isles are outperform-
ing their national counterparts. We 
have fantastic schools which have 
been purpose-built.’

Cheers to 
decade of 
distilling

Tobermory youngster wins name game with ‘Miss Hoolie’

IT IS 10 years since Ardbeg’s 
Mickey Heads took charge of 
the single malt distillery on Islay.

In 2007, when Mickey was 
appointed, Ardbeg was a very 
different place from the one the 
malt’s following knows today.

Saved by the Glenmorangie 
Company only a decade previ-
ously, it would require years of 
devotion to complete the dis-
tillery’s resurgence. With Islay 
native Mickey at the forefront, 
however, Ardbeg has gone from 
strength to strength.

In honour of Mickey’s decade, 
the distillery calls on whisky 
fans to join in a three cheers, 
with a nose, taste and toast.

Ardbeggians are invited to 
film and share their cheers with 
the hashtag #3cheers, to be part 
of a special anniversary surprise 
for Mickey which the distillery is 
keeping under wraps for now.Historic fi rst for island apprentices

A PUPIL from Tobermory Pri-
mary School has etched his name 
in history and secured £500 for 
his school after wining a compe-
tition to name a wind turbine on 
Mull.

Cailean Maclean suggested the 
name Miss Hoolie ‘because this 
was a Balamory character and 
“hoolie” is Scottish for very windy’.

Tobermory was the backdrop for 
the famous BBC television show , 
Balamory.

The primary seven pupil’s name 

was engraved on to a specially 
designed plaque and attached to 
the turbine, which was installed 
by Absolute Solar and Wind on 
behalf of Argyll and Bute Council.

Tobermory primary received a 
£500 cheque to support the school’s 
science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM) projects.

There were a total of 71 name 
suggestions from local primary 
schools including Lochdonhead, 
Tobermory, Ulva and Bunessan.

Councillor for Oban South and 

the Isles, Roddy McCuish, was 
tasked with the difficult decision 
of picking the Name The Turbine 
contest winner.

‘I can’t think of a more appro-
priate name for a wind turbine on 
Mull,’ Councillor McCuish said.

‘Young Cailean Maclean has 
to be congratulated on being so 
imaginative.

I like the fact that Miss Hoolie 
is linked to the local area because 
of the Balamory connection and 
also linked to the weather, which 

is particularly meaningful and es-
sential for the turbine to generate 
lots of power. ‘The wind turbine 
that Absolute Solar and Wind has 
installed with the council delivery 
team is a welcome addition and 
paves the way for the future of the 
energy output on Mull.

‘There is no doubt that it will 
deliver real benefits for the 
community and it is great to see 
so many young people engaging 
with the very important subject of 
sustainability.’

Managing director of Absolute 
Solar and Wind, Graham Provest, 
said: ‘It is humbling to see so much 
interest from the young people in 
the future of energy production.

‘It is a priority for Absolute 
Solar and Wind to encourage and 
promote understanding of carbon 
reducing and sustainable energy.

‘I hope Cailean has had a great 
day and we look forward to hearing 
what interesting projects the school 
embarks on with the donation 
towards their STEM activities.’

Pictured are Jacqueline Craig, Bragar, and Anne Marie Henderson, North Tolsta, receiving their certi� cates for achieving modern apprenticeships in Harris Tweed weaving; Councillor Alastair Macleod, 
vice-chairman of the Harris Tweed Authority; Councillor Norman Macdonald, convener of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; and representatives from those involved with the training.

TWO ISLAND women have become the 
first to achieve modern apprenticeship 
accreditation as Harris Tweed weavers, 
a milestone for both the industry and the 
national modern apprentice programme 
which has never previously accredited an 
individual in self-employment.

Jacqueline Craig and Anne Marie Hen-
derson received their certificates from 
Councillor Alasdair Macleod at an event 
held as part of Scottish Apprenticeship 
Week.

The modern apprenticeships were deliv-
ered as part of a wider project to support 
the Harris Tweed industry.

Community trusts Horshader Commu-
nity Development and Tolsta Community 
Development Ltd utilised revenue from 
their renewable energy assets to purchase 
double-width looms with a view to creating 
locally-based, flexible employment oppor-
tunities.

The new looms were ordered directly from 
engineering firm Griffiths Textile Machin-
ery Ltd and then leased to individuals living 
within the trusts’ catchment areas.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, the Harris 
Tweed Authority and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise supported training 
for the prospective weavers via a bespoke 
programme of mentor-led tuition.

Modern apprenticeships are usually 
structured around the employer/employee 
relationship while the 1993 Harris Tweed 
Act of parliament requires weavers to be 
independent producers who are mainly 
self-employed.

Therefore close co-operative working 
between all was required but coupled with 
Jacqueline and Anne Marie’s participation 
in the pilot, a successful outcome was 
achieved.

TWO young women from Islay are 
helping one of Scotland’s leading 
whisky companies develop its work-
force for the future through their 
apprenticeships.

Clare Bell and Ciara McMillan are 
modern apprentice electricians for 
global drinks company Diageo and 
work at its distilleries on the island.

The company sees apprenticeships 
as key to its future business and has 
strong links with the local commu-

nity on Islay. Diageo recruited both 
Clare and Ciara straight from Islay 
High School.

Ciara said: ‘I was quite daunted 
about maybe having to leave the 
island to fi nd work when I fi nished 
school, but the apprenticeship has 
been great.

‘It means being able to work on 
Islay and go to college in Glasgow. 
My apprenticeship has been a good 
experience and a great way to learn.

‘I would say to anyone to go for 
an apprenticeship. I think it is one 
of the best ways to go about getting 
skilled.’

Her view was echoed by 19-year-
old Clare, who also likes the idea 
of working, earning and learning. 
‘Another good thing is how much 
you learn from your experienced 
colleagues, who share what they 
know,’ she said.

Maintenance manager Angus Do-

cherty said employing local people 
helps Diageo’s succession planning 
as a number of the company’s 
current workforce will be looking 
to retire over the next few years so it 
wants to prepare.

Angus said: ‘Having this standard 
of young people coming through is 
great and also has a very positive 
impact on the business for those peo-
ple who are involved in mentoring 
and helping to train them.’

Distillery girls show they are such bright sparks

Clare Bell, left, and Ciara McMillan 
are apprentice electricians on Islay.

Cailean with the plaque.
Picture: Wendy Darling

Mickey Heads has been at the 
helm for 10 years.

Oban Dental Clinic, part of the 
Scottish Dental Care Group, is inviting 
everyone to join it for its open 
weekend at the clinic giving local 
residents the opportunity to visit the 
clinic and take part in the activities on 
o� er for the entire family. 
Located in a modern, state-of-the-art 
facility adjoining Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban Dental Clinic o� ers a full 
range of NHS and private treatments 
for all needs and budgets from a sta�  
of highly trained dental professionals, 
including a dedicated implant clinic. 
On Saturday April 1, the clinic will host 
an open day for local residents from 
2pm-5pm. There will be free goodie 
bags on o� er packed with dental 
treats, and for the children, there 
will be face painting and a poster 
competition. The winning poster will 
be featured in The Oban Times, and a 
framed copy will be hung in the clinic 
reception area.

Special deals on treatments will be 
available when booked on the day, 
as well as free consultations when 
booked in advance. The clinic will also 
be holding a donation drive for its 
charity partner, Oban RNLI. 
On Sunday April 2, the clinic will have 
a stand at The Oban Times Highland 
Wedding Show, with special o� ers on 
treatments, and a team on hand to 
answer questions about putting your 
best smile forward on the big day. 
‘At Oban Dental Clinic, we are proud to 
have been part of the community for 
just over a year, having celebrated our 
� rst birthday last week,’ said Dr Philip 
Friel. ‘We hope that local residents will 
pop along and say “hi” at some point 
during the weekend, especially those 
who haven’t yet had the opportunity 
to visit the clinic.’
For more details, visit their Facebook 
page @scottishdentalcare, or call 
01631 571 125.

Oban Dental Clinic open weekend
Advertorial
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How well do you 
know the area?
OBAN TIMES readers are 
invited to send in their pho-
tographs of mystery locations 
around Argyll for our new 
weekly competition to guess 
‘Where is this?’

This week the photogaph was 
sent in by reader John Speirs.

The answer, and winner, will 
be published in next week’s 
paper and on our website, and 
any � endish photographs can 
be emailed to editor@oban-
times.co.uk.

Last week’s picture showed a 
marker between the north and 
railway  piers in Oban Bay but 
no-one correctly identi� ed it.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Pensioner says his toenails are 
more important than Christmas
A PENSIONER who ‘simply’ 
wants to have his toenails cut 
by a professional podiatrist has 
been told he will have to pay 
privately to have them done.

But he claims that because the 
council spends cash on ‘waste’, 
it can afford to pay for his ped-
icure.

David Gallant, a community 
councillor, has even completed 
a Freedom of Information re-

quest to find out who is eligible 
for free nail-cutting, and why he 
is not.

Mr Gallant, a railway timeta-
ble expert, said: ‘I have carried 
out research on this issue and 
there are some examples of 
people who are suffering from 
the decision not to increase 
spending on social care in line 
with inflation and not in line 
with increasing need due main-
ly to ageing population. 

‘NHS Highland has ruled 
that its podiatrists must not cut 

toenails for disabled people 
because that is now the job of 
the council.  

‘Social workers instructed 
a care firm to do this. But the 
care firm says its staff are not 
qualified to do this kind of 
work. 

‘My GP refused a referral 
on the grounds that NHS 
Highland podiatrists are now 
banned from carrying out this 
type of work, so GP referrals 
and self-referrals are no longer 
permitted.

‘Yet councillors always find 
plenty of money to waste on 
projects like Christmas trees, 
fireworks displays, Hogmanay 
parties, subsidising Oban Live, 
lighting up Oban Bay, lighting 
up McCaig’s Tower and, worst 
of all, spending millions on an 
unwanted Oban Airport when 
using seaplanes or helicopters 
would be much cheaper. 

‘The decision is not accept-
able. NHS Highland told me 
that it had arranged for care 
staff to attend training courses 

in cutting toenails, led by podia-
trists, or is it denying that these 
ever took place? 

‘It is clear that Argyll and 
Bute Council’s social work 
department is a complete and 
utter shambles.’

A FOI request to Argyll and 
Bute Council on the number 
of toenails that had been cut 
was rejected by the authority. It 
claimed: ‘I have to advise that 
the information you requested 
is information not held by the 
council.’

Mr Gallant disagreed with 
the local authority and said 
individual social work offices 
must have the information 
recorded on file, and that he 
has now taken the matter to the 
ombudsman.

A Health and Social Care 
Partnership spokesperson said: 
‘Toenail cutting is not generally 
a component of care. 

‘Our aim is always to ensure 
that the available help takes into 
account all care requirements 
of an individual.’

Joseph is back 
in the saddle 
Oban Cycles owners Christina 
Turtle and Mark Cardwell hand 
over a new bike to Joseph 
Hunter with his friend Greig 
Morrison, who helped raise 
money to replace his stolen 
one.
Joseph’s beloved £500 bicycle 
was stolen last month while he 
visited his brother in Nelson 
Road, Oban. A JustGiving 
campaign to replace his bike 
raised its £500 target in under 
36 hours.
Oban Cycles, on George Street, 
where Joseph is a ‘regular’ 
and ‘enthusiastic’ customer, 
donated an extra £100 to buy 
an even better bike than before 
– plus a strong padlock.
Joseph donated the £30 
surplus, gifted by a railway 
worker at Oban train station 
where he helps out, to Cancer 
Research in memory of his mum 
and dad who he lost in recent 
years to the disease.
Joseph thanked everyone for 
helping to put him back on the 
road so quickly. ‘They have all 
been good to me,’ he said.

POLICE
FILES

Violent struggle
AT ABOUT 11.45am on Mon-
day March 6, police stopped 
a man on Soroba Road, 
Oban. The man was being 
searched when he allegedly 
struggled violently with of-
� cers and obstructed them.
The man, 37, was arrested 
and charged, and a report 
will be sent to the procura-
tor � scal.

Drugs search
At about 8.40am on 
Thursday March 9, a � at 
in McKelvie Road, Oban, 
was searched by police.  A 
47-year-old woman was 
allegedly found to be in 
possession of cannabis. 
She was charged and a 
report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

No licence
At about 8.55pm on Tuesday 
March 7, on the A85 near 
Connel, a minibus was 
stopped by police for a 
routine check. 

Checks revealed that 
the driver, a man aged 43, 
allegedly did not have enti-
tlement to drive a minibus 
and, as a result, there was 
allegedly no insurance for 
the vehicle. The man was 
charged with the o� ences 
and report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

Car damaged
On Sunday March 12, a 
grey Land Rover Freeland-
er, parked in Tesco car park 
in Oban, was damaged 
by having its  boot panel 
scratched.
Police are investigating 
the incident and are ap-
pealing for any witnesses 
or anyone with any infor-
mation to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

with Sergeant 
Iain MacNicol

Secret deal ends planning dispute

Ex-sports stars return to the fray

A CONFIDENTIAL agree-
ment has been reached to 
alter the Connel home of Ann 
Colthart, who claimed she lost 
her privacy after social housing 
was built too close to her house 
due to a planning mistake.

The details of the settlement 
will not be disclosed but Argyll 
and Council Council states it 
does not include cash compen-
sation.

In May last year, Ms Colthart, 
a retired teacher, realised a 
two-storey semi-detached 
house in neighbouring St Oran’s 
Place was going up 9.3m away 
from her 14-year-old sunroom 
at Duriehill, when Argyll and 
Bute Council’s local planning 
guidelines state there must be 
an 18m or 12m separation.

Planning officers apologised 
and admitted two errors in pro-
cessing Macleod Construction 
Ltd’s planning application in 
2014. First, officers relied on 

‘out-of-date Ordnance Survey 
data [which] did not depict the 
sunroom’ and, secondly, they 
did not undertake a site visit, 
‘contrary to established prac-
tice’.

Councillors on the Planning, 
Protective Services and Licens-
ing Committee voted five to four 
at a public hearing in November 
to mitigate the privacy issues by 
moving and frosting windows 
and erecting a hedge.

Ms Colthart was joined by lo-
cal campaigners calling for the 
building to be demolished, and 
her MP and MSP also urged 
the Scottish Government to 
overturn the council’s decision 
to ‘ride roughshod over its own 
planning regulations’.

But now, in a joint statement, 
Argyll and Bute Council chief 
executive Cleland Sneddon and 
Ms Colthart said ‘they are in the 
process of finding a way forward 
in resolving the matter regard-

ing a development adjacent to 
Ms Colthart’s property.

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
accepted that with regards to 
the town planning process in 
this instance there were short-
comings which have impacted 
negatively on Ms Colthart’s 
enjoyment of her home and an 
apology was made by its plan-
ning and regulatory service.

‘Argyll and Bute Council has 
agreed to assist Ms Colthart in 
making alterations to her home 
to mitigate the loss of privacy 
and enjoyment that she feels 
she has suffered, and this agree-
ment brings the matter to a 
conclusion. The agreement will 
not include a cash settlement.

‘The council and Ms Colthart 
have agreed that the terms of 
the agreement when finalised 
will remain confidential and 
that no further statements will 
be made on the matter by either 
party.’

OBAN’S shinty stars will swap 
hitting the ball with sticks for 
scoring with kicks to raise money 
for charity.

Shinty players and footballers 
will go head to head in a soccer 
match on March 26 at Oban’s 
rugby club to raise money for 
DMI Cancer Trust.

Three games will take place 
at the We’ll Play This Game 
Together event, which starts at 
noon.

And for the first time since they 
won the Camanachd Cup in 1996, 
the trophy-winning Oban Cama-
nachd team will get together to 
take on Coasters Football Club.

The event was organised by 
Coasters player John Scott 
after hearing that Neil ‘Nonnie’ 

McInnes was unwell and unable 
to organise his annual sell-out 
charity concert.

For the past three previous 
years Nonnie, who captained the 
cup-winning Oban Camanachd 
team, has organised a traditional 
music concert, We’ll Walk This 
Road Together, to raise money 
for his charity DMI Cancer Trust 
– raising more than £40,000.

John Scott said: ‘So in order 
to keep the charity in the public 
domain, a couple of us came up 
with the idea of We Will Play This 
Game Together.’

Gareth Evans, Lochside Rovers 
shinty manager and Camanachd 
Cup winner, said: ‘I am getting 
the team together. We will have 
about 20 players.

‘The reason we have 20 is be-
cause most of our players will be 
hitting 50. A few of the boys were 
apprehensive about it because 
we haven’t done anything like 
this for a while, but it’s for a good 
cause. ‘This will be the first time 
since we won the cup that we will 
be back together.’

Organisers of the charity event 
have already helped to raise 
£1,000, but are hoping to increase 
that figure. The event starts with 
Coasters versus Camanachd 96, 
followed by Coasters Ladies ver-
sus Oban Ladies at 1.30pm and 
the event will finish with an Oban 
select taking on Camanachd.

Donations can be made in 
person at Coasters Bar or online 
via JustGiving.

The Oban Camanachd Cup winners from 1996 are ready to compete again ... at football.

Winter Fest 
generates 
£1.9 million
OBAN’S sixth Winter Festival 
in November raised £1.9 million 
for the local economy, and 
£22,000 for charity, according to 
its annual report.

An estimated 20,000 people 
overall attended the 10-day 
festival, which celebrates Oban’s 
unique culture and community, 
with 3,000 spectators watching 
the reindeer parade alone, repre-
senting an increase on the previ-
ous year. There was an increase in 
visitors and residents eating out.

The Winter Festival commit-
tee are finalists at two awards 
ceremonies tonight (Thursday 
March 16), at the Thistle Awards 
in Edinburgh International Con-
ference Centre and in the Scottish 
Rural Awards in Edinburgh’s 
Dynamic Earth.
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Stop moaning about tra�  c
THERE has been a fair degree of grumbling about the antic-
ipated disruption to traffic in Oban town centre as a result of 
the demolition of the Harbour Bowl building.

The Shore Street edifice is coming down to make way for a 
new Premier Inn which will boast 81 bedrooms.

For goodness sake, stop moaning. Yes, there will be added 
disruption - some say chaos - but that is a small price to pay 
for the removal of an eyesore abandoned building and the 
investment being made by Premier Inn.

The addition of a large new hotel will only be good for the 
town, increasing, as it will, the number of rooms available for 
visitors and the attendant boost to the local economy.

Oh, and there’s the not insignificant fact that the hotel will 
also provide many jobs, thus benefiting local people.

The traffic disruption will be temporary but the huge boost 
for Oban will be permanent.

Ann is still the victim of blunder
IT SEEMS that an agreement has been reached which brings 
to a close the long-running saga of the planning blunder that 
blighted Ann Colthart’s life.

Argyll and Bute Council apologised for its cock-up in breach-
ing its own planning guidelines by granting permission for 
houses to be built too close to Ann’s home in Connel.

Now the council has issued a joint statement with Ann saying 
it will ‘assist Miss Ann Colthart in making alterations to her 
home to mitigate the loss of privacy and enjoyment that she 
feels she has suffered’.

It also says: ‘The council and Miss Ann Colthart have agreed 
that the terms of the agreement when finalised will remain 
confidential and that no further statements will be made on 
the matter by either party.’

Ann may now be the subject of what is tantamount to a gag-
ging order but, thankfully, I am not.

Ann has been very poorly treated by the council. The planning 
department which messed up so spectacularly will be heaving a 
huge sigh of relief that the problem has been hushed up.

Those responsible should still hang their heads in shame – as 
should the shilpit councillors who ducked their responsibility 
by granting retrospective permission for the construction.

Councillors’ report: must do better
AS WE report today, there is a startling discrepancy in the 
attendance records at meetings of some of our Argyll and Bute 
councillors.

Some of these elected members, who are handsomely paid 
from the public purse, were at only half of the meetings they 
were supposed to attend. There may, of course, be perfectly 
good reasons for any councillor to miss the occasional meeting 
but to fail to turn up for half of them is not good enough.

Get in touch with your thoughts
Write to me at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 
HB, or by email to mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Trio realise 
sport dreamAS PART of the run up to next year’s Mòd, 

Oban International Gaelic Choir entertained 
a sell-out audience in St Mun’s Church Hall, 
Dunoon, last Saturday.

Under their conductor Sileas Sinclair, 20 choir 
members made the journey to Dunoon, and gave 
a delightful program of choral, solo and duet 
performances, with musical interludes by Sileas 
on accordion accompanied by Ronnie Pirie on 
guitar.

The soloists included Mòd gold medallist Mary 
Catherine MacNeill, as well as other members 
of the choir, with one from Kernow in Cornwall, 
and even one from Switzerland. No ceilidh 
would be complete without a strùpag (tea and 
home baking), which was had at the interval.

May 20 sees the return of the Atomaig Piseag 
(Ladies) Choir who are noted for their unusual 
arrangements.

Choir warms up for Mòd with concert

 The choir were in great form in Dunoon.

THREE men from Oban 
fulfilled many youngsters’ child-
hood dream recently, when they 
pulled on a Rangers strip and 
played against Celtic.

Kenny Wotherspoon, David 
‘Skinny’ MacInness and Iain 
MacKechnie took part in the 
‘Old Firm Legends’ game, which 
raised money for Teen Chal-
lenge and youth football.

They played alongside legends 
such as Frank McAvennie, 
Bobby Petta, Marvin Andrews, 
Derek Ferguson, Dougie Bell 
and John MacDonald. The 
game finished 5-1 to Celtic.

Hundreds of children visit Dunollie
SINCE its creation in 2014, 
Dunollie Links has grown to 
be an exciting asset for sharing 
the fascinating heritage of Oban 
with its community.

With objects and archives still 
being discovered in Dunollie to 
this day, the team at Dunollie 
Projects thoroughly enjoy cre-
ating new and innovative ways 
to engage all ages. Over the 
past 18 months, Dunollie Links 
co-ordinator Melanie Davies 
has drawn a huge focus towards 
education through an array of 
heritage workshops and outdoor 
learning.

Melanie said: ‘With our great 
woodland spaces and so much 
history at our fingertips, Dunol-
lie is about the closest thing that 
you can get to a time machine. 
It’s been lovely to see so many 
children enjoying visits to 
Dunollie and taking an interest 
in their local heritage and natu-
ral spaces.’

Dunollie has become a hive 
of activity over the winter, with 
schools queuing up to partic-
ipate in different workshops 
from Vikings, Victorians and 
butter-making to planting, 
growing and art in the wood-
lands.

Melanie has welcomed 14 
visits this year, from Oban’s St 
Columba’s, Park and Taynuilt 
Nursery and has delivered 
workshops to just under 300 
children.

Dunollie Links supports 

the Pathways Programme 
run by Oban High School. 
Since August 6 students have 
undertaken unique projects at 
Dunollie, each tailored to fit the 
pupils’ interests.

Clare MacCallum has been 
researching Dunollie’s ancient 
costume collection and has cre-
ated designs for two interactive 
dressing-up panels for visiting 
children.

Bridget Cox has been 
following her interest in ar-

chiving, working with one of 
Dunollie’s regular volunteers, 
Jennifer Shaw, to discover some 
of the fascinating writings and 
letters dating back to the 1700s 
from the MacDougall Clan.

Bridget said: ‘I have had the 
chance to work with primary 
sources which directly relate to 
my local area, which has given 
me a personal connection to lots 
of areas of my town and taught 
me about its history. Overall, 
my experience at Dunollie and 

in the archives has expanded 
my knowledge of sources in his-
tory and improved my historical 
skills which I hope has prepared 
me for doing it at university.’

Students Olivia MacLeod and 
Keira MacIntyre wanted to look 
more in depth at the lifestyles of 
the MacDougall family and 
workers on the estate. It came 
to light in Olivia’s research 
that workers were treated well, 
with Mary Webster a cook to 
the clan earning an annual sala-

ry of around £25 to £30 in 1887.
After studying the collection 

by Miss Hope MacDougall, Kei-
ra was fascinated to learn that 
before washing machines many 
of the residents of Oban would 
wash their clothes in the Black 
Lynn and then later a Tannery 
Burn when houses in the north 
began to do their laundry.

It is not only the history of 
Dunollie which provides op-
portunities for work experience. 
Louis Reeves has been getting 
green-fingered in the garden 
under the guidance of Mary 
Freer. They have been working 
in the pond and preening the 
grounds for opening for visitors 
in April.

Student Mary Donnelly has 
also been working on a new 
woodland information box 
which includes panels detailing 
some of the native animals 
that can be found at Dunollie, 
which has been designed and 
developed with the tech depart-
ment at Oban High School.

‘The partnership between 
Oban High and Dunollie has 
been fantastic, and we hope to 
be able to continue this through 
future Pathway opportunities,’ 
said Aisling Clark from Oban 
High.

With the success of this 
year’s schools and Pathways 
programme, Dunollie looks 
forward to welcoming more 
students as the historic site 
continues to flourish.

Children have been learning all about the history of Dunollie.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

With an ageing population and more people facing the 
prospect of working later into life, it has never been 
more important to look after our health; both to main-
tain our ability to work, and to be able to enjoy life to 
the full.

Eyesight is key to getting the most out of life, but it’s 
also an aspect of health that is often overlooked. So 
what steps can we take to ensure our eyes remain at 
their sharpest? 

Specsavers is working with the International Glauco-
ma Association (IGA) on a health information campaign 
to raise awareness of the importance of regular eye ex-
aminations. The £1m initiative will coincide with World 
Glaucoma Week, which runs from March 12-18.

‘We’re all familiar with the usual steps we can take to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle as we get older,’ says Dr Ni-
gel Best, Specsavers’ clinical spokesperson. ‘Fitbits and 
apps on our mobiles monitor our steps and sleep pat-
terns – but our eye health can easily be neglected.’

RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People) and 
Specsavers’ ‘State of the Nation’ report revealed that 
nearly 14 million people in the UK are not having their 
eyes tested every two years as recommended.

‘Conditions that can often affect our eyes over the 
age of 40 range from high blood pressure to age-re-
lated macular degeneration and can be detected by an 
optician during the course of a regular eye examina-
tion,’ Dr Best adds. ‘The earlier any such conditions are 
picked up the higher the chance of successfully treat-
ing them, which is why we recommend eye tests every 
two years.’

Glaucoma – often described as the ‘thief of sight’ due 
to its gradual onset – is one such condition that is more 
easily managed the sooner it is detected. It affects 
600,000 people in the UK and more than 64 million 
people worldwide making it the leading cause of irre-
versible blindness globally.

Karen Osborn, Chief Executive of the IGA, says: ‘ 
Glaucoma is found in 2% of the UK’s population aged 
over 40. Most of those people have a slow developing 
form of the condition and we estimate that half of all 
cases – that’s over 300,000 people – remain undiag-
nosed and are unaware that they could be slowly losing 
their sight.’

RNIB and Specsavers’ research also revealed the to-
tal cost to the UK economy of sight loss in the adult 
population of the UK totalled £28.1 billion, leading to a 
huge burden on the economy due to easily preventable 
vision-related issues.

Sally Harvey, CEO of RNIB, adds: ‘At least half of all 
sight loss is preventable. Regular eye tests and early 
detection on the high street, followed by timely inter-
vention and management of eye health conditions, 
could help save your sight.’

To donate to the IGA, text TEST17 £5 TO 70700. 
[Charity registered in England and Wales No. 274681 
and Scotland No. SC041550]

For more information log onto
www.glaucoma-association.com
www.specsavers.co.uk/eye-health/glaucoma 
or 
www.rnib.org.uk 

The importance of regular eye tests for maintaining sight

Keep eyes 
healthy,  

see well into 
the future

World Glaucoma Week 12 - 18 March
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Projects 
benefi t 
from fund
THREE projects in Argyll and 
Bute have attracted regener-
ation cash from the Scottish 
Government.

Oban Maritime Quarter has 
been granted £700,000, Ardris-
haig Waterfront £580,000 and 
Tobermory Light Industrial 
Park £1.6 million.

Many areas across Scotland 
will benefit from a share of £25 
million to help regenerate their 
communities.

A total of 29 projects will be 
awarded funding in 2017/18 as 
part of the Regeneration Capital 
Grant Fund (RCGF), which sup-
ports projects in disadvantaged 
areas that engage and involve 
local communities.

The joint Scottish Government 
and Cosla investment will inject 
new life and opportunity into 
disadvantaged and fragile rural 
areas, helping support or create 
more than 2,300 jobs, support 
some 50 community facilities 
and services and refurbish 25 
local buildings.

Brochure 
will help 
armed forces
A GUIDE to services for mem-
bers of the armed forces commu-
nity in the Highlands has been 
launched by Poppyscotland.

Northern Pathways: A Guide 
to Services for the Armed Forces 
Community in the North of Scot-
land provides information about 
services, advice and support 
available to those who have 
served, those still serving and 
their families in line with the na-
tional Armed Forces Covenant.

The guide is divided into six 
chapters, covering areas such as 
housing, money, employment, 
education and training, and 
health, care and wellbeing.

Scottish Government veterans 
minister Keith Brown said: ‘It 
is therefore essential that we 
empower these individuals with 
the knowledge of the support 
that is available to them and I 
firmly believe that this guide 
achieves this.’

Councillors Roddy Balfour, left, 
Carolyn Caddick and Chris Tuke 
with Major Alec Rose and Nina 
Semple from Poppyscotland.

CONNEL doctor Kate MacGregor has been named 
as Scotland’s GP of the Year.

Dr MacGregor, who has worked at the practice 
since 2008, was unanimously judged top of 19 
shortlisted nominees, and picked up a trophy at Ed-
inburgh’s Assembly Rooms in February, which now 
sits on her mantelpiece in her family home outside 
Connel.

Dr MacGregor was nominated by a patient’s family 
last year after, she said, offering them out-of-hours 
support when necessary, including seeking out sec-
ondary care.

‘She was a relatively young woman who had a pro-
gressive neurological disease,’ Dr MacGregor said. 
‘After she died, it was her partner who nominated 
me. It was my management of her and her family, 
because they needed a lot of support. ’

The Royal College of General Practitioners runs 
three awards each year to ‘recognise high quality 
care and outstanding service in general practice 
within Scotland’, including GP of the Year, in which 
doctors are nominated for ‘high quality care that 
goes above and beyond the call of duty’.

Dr MacGregor said: ‘The Royal College of Gener-
al Practitioners contacted the surgery to say they had 
something to say that was to my benefit. [The caller] 
told me I had been nominated, and won the award.’

GPs working in rural practices enjoy a different role 
than their town or city counterparts, she explained, 
saying: ‘You have to provide more support to the 
patient and family. More people are being looked 
after in the community, so community services are 
quite stretched.

‘It means we are much more familiar with our 
patients, and we have to make ourselves more avail-
able. I enjoy it. You build up a good relationship and 
a rapport because of that.’

Kate is top docPreparations under 
way for Easter Fèis
THERE isn’t long left to regis-
ter for this year’s Easter Fèis.

Applications for the five-day 
festival close on Friday March 
17, with the event itself running 
from Monday to Friday, April 3 
to 7.

The event, which is being held 
in Oban Primary campus, is set 
to attract more than 160 young-
sters aged from eight to 18.

They will be able to take part 
in traditional music classes, as 
well as dance, Gaelic song and 
drama, taught by a team of 30 
tutors.

Each pupil will be able to take 
four classes per day in subjects 
including fiddle, accordion, 
Gaelic song, whistle, clàrsach, 
chanter, bagpipes, piano, guitar, 
pipe band drumming, percus-
sion, Highland/step dancing, 
drama, art and craft, shinty, as 
well as group work, composition 
and sound production.

There will be additional 
evening classes available for 
advanced players.

Fèis Latharna chairman Ewan 

MacDonald said: ‘We are really 
looking forward to this year’s 
Easter Fèis and have a great 
programme of activities and 
brilliant tutors from all over 
Scotland lined up.

‘We want this year’s event 
to be the biggest and best 
ever – there’s so much on offer 
and the event has an amazing 
atmosphere.

‘The Easter Fèis is a great 
way to get a taste for different 
instruments and you don’t need 
your own instrument to take 
part, as these are provided for 
everyone.

‘To avoid disappointment, 
applications should be returned 
to us by Friday March 17.’

A daytime concert and 
family ceilidh will take place 
on Wednesday April 5, at the 
Argyllshire Gathering hall.

And the fèis finale - the 
participants’ concert - will take 
place on Friday April 7 at 2pm 
at Oban Primary campus, show-
casing everything the pupils 
learned throughout the week.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Bridge needs urgent repairs 
A DAILY user of Connel Bridge 
has raised concerns about its 
future if remedial action is not 
taken urgently.

But roads maintenance opera-
tor BEAR Scotland said it has the 
matter in hand and is planning to 
make a major investment in the 
bridge’s deck.

Claiming it is 14 years since the 
bridge was painted, to celebrate 
its centenary, the almost daily 
knocks and bumps from vehicles 
too high or too wide for the 
bridge are taking a toll.

John Campbell, from Ard-
chattan, said: ‘The condition of 

Connel Bridge has to be brought 
to the fore. It is now 14 years since 
the bridge was repainted for its 

centenary, in 2003, and it is badly 
needing painted again.’

Mr Campbell, an agricultural 

consultant added: ‘[It is clear 
that] particularly the underside of 
the bridge needs painted, which 
is very rusty now. Bearing in 
mind how long it takes Transport 
Scotland and Argyll and Bute 
Council to get round to major 
jobs like this, we need to start 
the process soon, to get it painted 
before it gets any worse.

‘We have to look after this vital 
structure.’

Repairs to upgrade traffic 
signalling equipment on Connel 
Bridge took place over five nights 
in May 2015, and later the same 
year the southern approach to the 
bridge benefited from £85,000 of 
surface works.

Connel Bridge is a 2,600-ton 

steel-built cantilever bridge com-
pleted in August 1903. The Oban 
Times’s archives show that there 
have been at least two closures a 
year due to a high-sided or wide-
load vehicle hitting the side of the 
bridge.

The bridge is part of the trunk 
road network and is managed 
by BEAR Scotland on behalf of 
Tranport Scotland.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Connel Bridge is 
inspected for safety every three 
months, with more extensive and 
detailed inspections taking place 
annually and two-yearly.

‘The next annual inspection is 
scheduled for next week and will 
take two weeks to complete.’

Bridge inspectors using rope 
access will check the structural 
condition of the bridge compo-
nents and highlight any repair 
work needed. ‘In the past year 
we have carried out a feasibility 
study to consider options to carry 
out a deck replacement scheme 
on the bridge and preliminary 
designs are due to get under way 
in the coming months.

‘The programme for this work 
will depend on budget availabil-
ity and full consultation with all 
stakeholders will be carried out 
during the later design stages.

‘It is anticipated that much 
of the work will be undertaken 
overnight to minimise traffic 
disruption.’

CalMac to trial one-way system at ferry terminal Runrig singer honoured
CALMAC will trial a one-way 
traffic system at Oban’s ferry 
terminal for six weeks from 
Monday March 20 at 5.30am.

The trial, aimed at improving 
safety for pedestrians and eas-
ing congestion on the Railway 
Pier, will see tenants, delivery 

and CalMac vehicles enter the 
ferry terminal from Alma Cres-
cent and drive through one-way 
only, exiting via Station Square.

Other changes include desig-
nating the area from the Cal-
Mac terminal building to Station 
Square a pedestrian-only zone, 

and installing street furniture 
to separate loading bays from 
pedestrian areas.

CalMac’s head of harbours, 
Alasdair Henderson, said: 
‘With differing pier users all re-
quiring vehicle access, the pier 
is crowded and the potential for 

pedestrian and vehicle incidents 
was judged unacceptable.’

CalMac said businesses 
affected by the changes have 
been consulted, and a further 
meeting will be held at the end 
of the trial to assess its success 
or otherwise.

FORMER Runrig singer Don-
nie Munro will be inducted as 
an honorary fellow by the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland (RIAS) in Edinburgh 
this week.

Skye-born Dr Munro, who is 
currently Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 

director of development, fund-
raising and the arts, said he 
is ‘profoundly honoured’, and 
‘extremely fortunate’ to have 
worked with ‘wonderful, crea-
tive and innovative architects on 
a number of iconic and visionary 
projects’.

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes

• Any colour you want – bring 
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy effi cient • Warm, 
Comfortable, Stylish and Effi cent

• Any colour you want Any colour you want – bring 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for 
your home your way

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
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MEMBERS of Lochawe 
Scottish Women’s Institute 
welcomed visitors from 
Glenorchy and Taynuilt 
branches to a demonstra-
tion by Kay MacDonald of 
cocktails and ‘mocktails’, 
the latter without alcohol, 
on Wednesday March 1.

Kay was enthusiastic and 
entertaining and everyone 
enjoyed the evening sam-
pling a French martini, 
white lady, godfather, Baha-
ma mama, St Clements and 
pomegranate surprise.

Hostesses for the evening 
were Jeni Rankin, Ann Hay 
and Janet Buchanan, who 
gave the vote of thanks.

Pat MacLeod was the 
winner of this month’s 
competition for a knitted 
scarf and of last month’s jar 
of lemon curd.

Arinagour school pupils with their gold � ag. 

AN ARGYLL primary 
school’s effort to put sport 
at the heart of its curricu-
lum has been recognised.

Arinagour Primary School 
on the island of Coll was 
presented with a gold flag 
award on Monday March 6.

The award formally recog-
nises a school’s achievement 

A SCULPTURE at Saddell Bay created by the artist 
Antony Gormley is to remain in place permanently.

The abstract human form gazes out over the Kilbran-
nan Sound to Arran from the rocks below Saddell Castle. 
Originally commissioned for just 12 months, Argyll and 
Bute Council has now granted permanent planning per-
mission and, thanks to an anonymous private donor, the 
cast-iron sculpture called GRIP will remain indefinitely.

Mr Gormley is a globally renowned artist whose work 
includes Another Place in Liverpool and the Angel of the 
North near Newcastle. GRIP is one of five sculptures, 
collectively called LAND, that were placed near Land-
mark Trust buildings across Britain in 2015 to celebrate 
50 years of the charity.

Saddell Bay was personally chosen by Mr Gormley 
because of its remarkable setting. He said: ‘There is an 
excitement about making a sculpture that can live out 
here among the waves and the wind, the rain and snow, 
in night and day. The sculpture is like a standing stone, 
a marker in space and time, linking with a specific place 
and its history but also looking out towards the horizon, 
having a conversation with a future that hasn’t yet 
happened.’

Each of the four other LAND sculptures – on Lundy Is-
land in the Bristol Channel, a martello tower in Suffolk, 
Clavell Tower in Dorset and at Lengthsman’s Cottage by 
the Stratford Canal – were removed as planned last year.

The Landmark Trust has owned Saddell Bay since 
1975, and rescued and restored each of the six buildings 
on the bay – ranging from the early 16th-century castle 
to a 20th-century pine-boarded cabin.

ACHALEVEN Primary 
School joined Lismore Pri-
mary School for a Fairtrade 
Challenge Day on Thursday 
March 2.

Achaleven and Lismore 
are already Fairtrade 
schools, so this year they 
decided to get together for 
the Lismore Fairtade Bake 
Off. In teams of five, the 
children were asked to bake 
a batch of Fairtrade banana 
and chocolate muffins.

They were provided with 
a recipe, utensils, scales 
and ingredients. As well as 
baking the muffins, each 
group was asked to make 
up a delicious sounding 
name for their cakes and to 
make a poster to advertise 
their product. At the cry of 
‘ready, steady, bake’, four 
busy teams started to work 

FIRST Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon toured the new 
Ardseileach Centre in Stor-
noway during her recent 
visit to Lewis.

Ardseileach provides resi-
dential accommodation for 
disabled adults through a 
series of independent living 

PUPILS from Lochdonhead 
Primary School took World Book 
Day to a whole new level and came 
runners-up in a national competi-
tion.

The Mull primary school may 
only have nine pupils but what 
they might lack in numbers, they 
certainly make up for in talent.

As part of this year’s World Book 
Day, schools across the UK were 
invited to answer ‘What makes us 
a school of books?’

After being inspired by The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe, the 
children at Lochdonhead decided 
to create a real-life magical ward-
robe, where their imaginations 
were set free.

Claire Bidwell, principal teacher 
at Lochdonhead, said: ‘After 
reading The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe, the children were 
amazed at how the characters in 
the story stepped into the ward-
robe and stepped into another 
world. It gave them the opportu-
nity to really let themselves free, 
where no ideas were out of bounds.

‘The local community got 
involved too, with parents and 
helpers coming into the school to 
read with the children and talk 
about their favourite books. We 
wanted to use World Book Day 
to inspire our book corner and we 
certainly did that. I am very proud 
of the pupils’ achievements in this 
competition and I am delighted 
their hard work was recognised in 
this way.’

The school won a signed copy of 
A Child of Books by author Oliver 
Jeffers and illustrator Sam Win-
ston, as well as a signed limited 
edition print.

WHITE VAN 
Man

Killin

LochaweGigha

Saddell

The sculpture in Saddell Bay. Photograph: Clare Richardson. 

Isle of Coll school earns gold fl ag award
in putting physical educa-
tion and school sport at the 
heart of planning, practice 
and ethos. The presentation 
was made by Stewart Harris 
and Robbie Stewart of 
SportScotland, Lorna Jack-
son and Muriel Kupris from 
Argyll and Bute Council.

A school spokesperson 

said: ‘We were delighted 
Rona Young, our physical 
education lead officer, was 
on the island delivering ac-
tivities because our success 
in achieving this award has 
been largely due to her sup-
port and encouragement.

‘Thanks were given to 
parents for their support in 

encouraging their children 
to be involved in as many 
activities as possible. In 
many cases, it is the parents 
themselves who organise 
and run these activities but 
we also have a number of 
adults in the community 
who run events, so a big pat 
on the back for everyone.’

on their creations, meas-
uring out liquids, weighing 
ingredients and sharing out 
the tasks. An hour later, 
the finishing touches were 
being made and there was 
a delicious smell of baking 
muffins drifting through 
the school.

The Reverend Iain Bar-
clay, minister for Lismore 
and Appin, kindly agreed to 
be the judge. He tasted each 
of the four entries and then, 
with excitement mounting, 
he announced the winning 
muffin – ‘The Spectacular 
King of Muffins’ baked by 
the P1s and P2s.

The group was delighted 
to receive medals and 
certificates for their efforts. 
Lismore is now hoping to 
apply for their Fairtrade 
Achiever Award.

The winning bakers with their certi� cates and judge, the 
Reverend Iain Barclay.

units clustered around a 
core residential centre.

The First Minister said: 
‘People with all disabilities 
should be allowed to live as 
independently as possible. 
Facilities like the Ardseile-
ach Centre provide a vital 
service in rural locations 

like Lewis as they enable 
adults with disabilities 
to live independently in 
their community. It was a 
pleasure to visit the centre 
and see how residents are 
benefiting from the service.’

Ardseileach was opened a 
number of months ago, with 

the supported living units 
due to open in the next few 
weeks. It was built following 
a multi-million-pound in-
vestment by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and provides a 
‘sustainable model capable of 
meeting the needs of service 
users for years to come’.

First Minister tours new Ardseileach Centre

School pupils enjoy 
Fairtrade bake off

Lochdonhead

KILLIN will come alive with traditional music and song 
from June 16 to 18 when the second Killin Music Festival 
returns to the village.

Building on the success of 2016, the event will see some 
of the best acts on the traditional music scene, including 
Skerryvore, Manran and Dougie MacLean, come to the 
village.

The full line-up was announced on Sunday March 5 
and tickets are selling fast.

Exciting additions to the bill are Young Traditional 
Musician of the Year 2017 Charlie Stewart with his band 
Snuff-Box, folk super group Rura and Robert Robert-
son’s band Tide Lines.

The local primary school will form a festival choir to 
perform on stage alongside Killin Community Choir.

McLaren High School Pipe Band will lead the pro-
cession down the village Main Street on the Sunday 
morning to the McLaren Hall car park where there will 
be a coffee morning in aid of Cancer Research.

Killin Community Choir and the school choir will 
perform there at noon.

Sunday afternoon will also see an open stage allowing 
young emerging artists to compete for a spot on the 2018 
Killin Music Festival bill.

A CEILIDH to raise funds for Killin Music Festival will 
be held on Saturday April 1.

There will be plenty local talent on show, including 
Killin Community Choir and McLaren High School 
Trad Band. A ceilidh dance will finish off the night.

The event is a perfect warm-up for the festival in June 
and a great chance to buy Killin Music Festival 2017 
merchandise.

Tickets for the ceilidh are available from News First or 
at the door.

WESTERN Isles Development 
Trust (WIDT) has agreed to work 
with Lewis and Harris and Uist and 
Barra sports councils to distribute 
the £60,000 donated to the WIDT 
by Transocean following the Trans-
ocean Winner oil rig incident near 
Dalbeg, Lewis, last year.

The fund will be used to help 
young people and others in educa-
tion who apply for support to allow 

them to access and participate in 
sporting events where the financial 
consequences of participating in 
such events may otherwise prove to 
be a deterrent.

The sports councils will be respon-
sible for inviting and processing 
applications for funding under their 
own terms and conditions. The use 
of the fund will be kept under review 
by the WIDT. A total of £15,000 of 

the fund is to be transferred to the 
sports councils – £10,000 to Lewis 
and Harris Sports Council and 
£5,000 to the Uist and Barra Sports 
Council each year for two years and 
£7,500 split in the same proportions 
each year in the following two 
years.  The WIDT will decide at a 
later date whether the balance of 
the fund should also be distributed 
through the sports councils.

Trust and sports councils team up with cash

www.facebook.com/obantimes

‘We cannot allow the closure 
of any more police stations’
ONCE again both our Westminster and Scottish 
governments are causing chaos with public services 
locally and nationally.

This time it is Police Scotland which has come under 
severe financial restraint.

In order to cope with this financial minefield, the 
force has taken part in a money-saving exercise which 
includes the closing down and selling of some police 
stations.

In South Argyll, the Tarbert police office has been 
closed down, leaving officers from Lochgilphead and 
Campbeltown to cover south Argyll.

In Mid Argyll, Inveraray police station has been 
closed and sold, leaving officers form Lochgilphead 
and Oban to cover, as well as the officer from Dalmal-
ly - if Dalmally police station stays open.

This is totally out of order. However, at a meeting of 
the scrutiny committee of Argyll and Bute Council, as 
reported by the Ar-
gyllshire Advertiser, 
Chief Superinten-
dent Grant Manders, 
the divisional 
commander, gave a 
glowing report say-
ing that despite the 
closures of Tarbert 
and Inveraray police 
stations ‘things are 
better now’. He 
added that ‘crimes of 
violence are falling, 
while call-handling 
has improved’.

But when put under 
pressure by Council-
lor John McAlpine 
to give accurate an-
swers, Chief Super-
intendent Manders 
replied: ‘We are like 
the council – we have no money. I have made some 
tough decisions and there are more to come.’

My question to the chief superintendent is: how 
important is the public’s safety to you, or is it simply 
the case that you are toeing the government line and 
saying exactly what it has told you to say and do?

But deep down the truth of the matter is the police 
are facing the same centralisation programme as the 
NHS.

The plan is to partially remove or close rural services 
and relocate them to a central location, be it police 
station or hospital, and all to save money. What do 
people matter?

Sadly, it is the common or garden officer who is 
going to take the brunt of this crazy situation. He or 
she cannot be everywhere at the same time.

Here in Argyll and Bute, we are at the heart of the 
West Highlands, where thousands of tourists traverse 
our countryside almost 12 months of the year, adding 
to pressures on our road infrastructure.

We cannot allow the closure of any police station 
anywhere.

I suggest the police start thinning the top-heavy 
staffing. I feel sure that a clean sweep of senior ranks 
will save countless thousands of pounds and I am 
confident that police stations will run perfectly well 
with ranks not exceeding inspector.

And my final question is to First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon: why, when the police are designated as a 
public service (non-profit-making) are they subjected 
to crippling financial restraint that your government is 
imposing on them?

They are a 999 service required by one and all. They 
should not be put under financial constraints. If they 
need finance to operate properly, they should get it. 
After all, Ms Sturgeon, it is you and I who are the 
police are there to protect 24/7.

George Berry

Chief Superintendent 
Grant Manders.

Pupils win garden competition
TWO schools from Argyll and Bute 
have won a competition to design a 
‘pocket-sized garden’.

Gigha Primary and Dunoon Grammar 
were selected from around 300 entries.

The environmental charity, Keep 
Scotland Beautiful, invited eco-schools 
from across Scotland to enter the De-
sign a One Planet Picnic Pocket Garden 
competition.

Pupils were asked to design a colourful 
and exciting pallet or pocket-sized gar-
den which included plants for humans, 
plants for wildlife and which represent-
ed Scotland’s history and heritage.

The winning schools, selected by 
members of the Garden for Life Forum, 
will now have the chance to bring their 
designs to life. 

They will plant and grow their designs 
that will form the Living Garden feature 
at the Gardening Scotland exhibition 
this June.

Gigha Primary’s winning entry was a 
replica of the Isle of Gigha, including its 
rocky coast, beaches and buildings.

Pupils from Dunoon created The Fly-

ing Scotsman locomotive out of flowers.
Eve Keepax, food and environment 

officer at Keep Scotland Beautiful, 
said: ‘We have been so excited by the 
diversity of ideas in how young people 
have interpreted the three themes of 
One Planet Picnic, wildlife gardening, 
and the Year of History, Heritage and 
Archaeology as well as how many young 
people have taken part.

‘It was fantastic  to hear from schools 
how much they enjoyed entering the 
competition – discussing ideas, cele-
brating their heritage and planning to 
grow food for themselves and wildlife 
and doing it all sustainably.

‘There was so much inventiveness, 
honesty and humour in the designs.

‘It has been joyful to see them, and I 
hope that this joyfulness will translate 
from the designs into the Living Gar-
den.’

The Living Garden will feature at 
this year’s Gardening Scotland festival, 
which will take place at the Royal 
Highland Centre in Edinburgh from 
June 2-4.
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MORVERN
lines
Morvern’s hidden 
landscape gems
FOR ALL its remoteness, it 
cannot be said Morvern fails 
to move with the times when it 
comes to putting on entertain-
ment. Much of last Saturday’s 
performance in Lochaline 
village hall was a combination 
of Brexit’s migration between 
the lords and the commoners, 
the recent South Korean revolt 
and a classic Irish Fado farce.

Not that this was billed as 
an evening of relaxation. 
Story-telling, drama and wine 
there were to be in plenty but no 
light-heartedness please. For 
months a local laird has been 
telling his friends and family 
about his intention to turn his 
35,000-acre estate on its head 
by removing the sheep, culling 
hundreds of deer, building 
dozens of miles of fences and 
planting thousands of trees for 
a Living Landscape project  - 
posh word for rewilding.

In other words, putting an 
end to a well-established pat-
tern of life for the foreseeable 
future in order to reintroduce 
top predators and other ani-
mals which had become extinct 
before Noah and the Great 
Flood. Now I realise agricul-
tural in Argyll may not rate 
highly in GB’s annual export 
tables but, for all its faults, it 
has been the county’s bread 
and butter for generations.

The resident whips had been 
at work and such was their dil-
igence that an unprecedented 
number of folk, described later 
as being of wedding reception 
proportion, gathered in the 
village hall ready to defend a 
way of life their forebears had 
slaved to maintain. The bars 
emptied. Television sets from 
Achagavel to Drumbuie were 
mute. The atmosphere was 

electric. A local organisation 
was hijacked to host the pres-
entation whether it liked it or 
not, and the cast was set. This 
was to be the long-awaited, 
quasi-secret Green Paper on 
the proposed Morvern Living 
Landscape Project (LLP) in 
all its gory detail.

Just who was responsible? 
Much of the blame must rest 
with a left-wing, freelance 
writer for the Guardian, called 
George Monbiot, co-founder 
of rewilding Britain. Well 
known for his environmental 
and political activism, Monbi-
ot wrote Feral – rewilding the 
land, sea and human life. Search 
for Monbiot on the internet 
and read his submission to 
the House of Commons Envi-

ronmental Audit Committee 
inquiry titled ‘The Future of 
the Natural Environment after 
the EU Referendum’ and you 
will soon discover that he is 
no friend of the traditional 
Highland way of life.

Three speakers were para-
chuted in from Sutherland 
which, coincidentally, had been 
the home of Patrick Sellar who 
cleared much of 18th-century 
Morvern, to excite the assem-
bled company by deigning 
to speak in the name of ‘the 
people of Assynt’. Another 
came from the Scottish Wild-
life Trust, owner of the Rahoy 
Reserve in Morvern, itching to 
become partner in Scotland’s 
latest LLP by adding to the 
demise of the deer on land 

held by it in trust for the 
nation, despite a gentlemen’s 
agreement with its benefactor 
to the contrary. A few years 
ago the SWT was teetering 
on bankruptcy and set to fold 
when, lo, someone identified 
the European LLP and, with 
the aid of the John Muir Trust, 
invented the ‘Coigach and As-
synt Living Landscape Project’ 
which has since trousered £4.5 
million, and rising, in grants 
which have created a mere half 
a dozen jobs.

A few weeks ago, for the 
‘crime’ of nibbling a few 
oak saplings on ground its 
ancestors walked on 10,000 
years previously, a young red 
deer stag was ‘shot to waste’ 
in a small wooded enclosure 

on the Rahoy Nature Reserve 
because SWT staff didn’t 
make the effort to drive it and 
another four family members 
out onto the open hill. It is 
surely not appropriate for a 
charitable conservation trust 
to take a wild animal’s life 
then leave the body lying on 
the ground for predators to 
tear to bits. Deer, too, have 
lives to give and to guard and 
need to be shown dignity and 
respect. It does not bode well 
at a time when the mass killing 
of deer in remote areas is being 
discussed.

The meeting ran on and 
soon workshops were formed 
producing a lot of suggestions 
about new-age crofts, register-
ing an interest with the Scot-
tish Government’s land unit 
to force a buyout of the local 
estate, high speed broadband, 
the need for cheaper fruit and 
vegetables in the area, lower 
fares on the Corran ferry, a 
community biomass boiler, 
woodworking classes and much 
more, but ne’er a word about 
the poor old deer gazing down 
on Loch Aline that night from 
Torr Molach, Eiligear and 
Cnoc Caroch, leaving John 
Nudds, Lochaline’s ace live-
stock breeder, to succinctly 
sum it all up by asking: ‘What 
was the point of this? Why are 
we here?’ Why indeed?

‘Where was the landowner 
who had started it all?’ was 
another question asked by 
many on their way home. 
‘Why hadn’t he bothered to 
turn up to talk about his plans 
and to allay the genuine local 
concerns?’ Some of his family 
were present, as were a number 
of estate officials, but they said 
not a word. Where too was the 
BBC’s Countryfi le film unit?

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

A new take on the Raft of the Medusa painting after a then well-known catastrophe in which 
survivors of the ship Medusa drifted across the sea for 27 days.

Cailleach Get in touch with your stories at 
bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Rich and famous are not always great and good
ARGYLL has long attracted fa-
mous visitors to its coast, many 
of whom are recorded within 
the pages of The Oban Times.

I was taking a little lunch-
time break from work last 
week when I heard a young 
man behind me in the coffee 
house queue telling his friend 
about Beyonce getting mar-
ried aboard a ship in Oban.

Now, the story, when it was 
initially in the newspaper 
a few years ago, was about 
Angelina Jolie and her then 
husband Brad Pitt who were 
at the time thinking of getting 
married aboard the Hebridean 
Princess.

When you live this far from 
stardom, and Hollywood, on 
the West Coast of Scotland, 
I am sure it is fine to mix 
up your Beyonces and your 
‘Brangelinas’.

From time to time, famous 
people trek to the office up 
at Lochavullin and we are 
delighted they do. Princess 
Anne, Nicola Sturgeon, 
Skerryvore and the woman 
who sang ‘I wish I was a Punk 
Rocker (with flowers in my 
hair)’, Sandi Thom.

On the whole, the editorial 
staff are fairly unimpressed by 
celebrity and fame – especially 
the production team, who are 
singers and thespians in their 
own right.

Last week we interviewed a 
man who has sold more than 
20 million records worldwide 
- and he was as down to earth 
as they come. In my time as 
a reporter, I have certainly 
wined and dined with the rich 
and famous and I have been 
starstuck by only a few – Char-
lie MacLeod, the whisky tast-
er, and Alan Cumming, the 
now very famous A-list actor 
known for so many projects 
including The Good Wife.

So it is nice to look back in 
the newspaper to see those 
who have taken time to visit 
the area in the past.

But why should it be that 
other people come to the area 
and make us feel special? We 
do like showing off in the area.

In 1967, ‘a happy moment 
during HRH Princess Sha-

rada’s Lochawe tour’ was 
recorded in the newspaper.

It was firstly highlighted 
four weeks prior to the event 
in the newspaper. The visit of 
a princess from the east. This 
was really something.

I wonder if people were dis-
appointed when the princess 
turned up – looking every 
little bit like a very cold and 
average middle-aged woman 
with all the accoutrements 
of any Scottish woman of the 
period. The heavy leather tote 
black bag that hangs over her 
arm, the thick button-up-the-

front coat and the thick horn-
rimmed glasses.

At least when I met Johnny 
Depp on the Mull ferry he 
looked every bit like the mov-
ie star with his beautiful and 
rather delicate French wife 
and singer on his arm.

If the glamour and glitz would 
not come to the west coast, 
then it was about time The Oban 
Times went to New York.

The caption on the Skye Asso-
ciation of New York reads: ‘The 
26th annual dinner of the Skye 
Association of New York took 
place on February 10 and was 

attended by a large company.
‘Our readers in Skye and 

elsewhere will no doubt be 
able to recognise in the above 
photograph many of their 
friends now living in New 
York.’

The party does not look dis-
similar to the many gathering 
events that now take place in 
Glasgow. But I am not aware 
of one still happening in New 
York. If it did, I have no doubt 
the editor of the newspaper 
would be delighted to pay my 
passage to go along.

This time the photograph 

had taken two months to make 
it into the newspaper and it 
must have been amazing to 
see friends and family from far 
afield in this photograph.

I wonder if the sparkle of 
New York lived up to the 
expectations of those people 
who travelled to live on the 
other side of the ‘pond’? I 
really hope so.

The pull of home is strong 
among those of us who love 
this land. I was speaking to a 
police officer who had moved 
to Canada - to be fair, he was 
complaining about something 
to begin with. He yearned for 
the sea.

I was also speaking to a man 
working aboard a ship and 
he missed the thought of the 
ceilidh at the Royal Hotel held 
a few weeks ago.

In our third photograph, we 
see ‘Provost MacDonald being 
invested with the head-dress 
of a chief of the Ojibway Indi-
ans by Alderman R B Pow of 
Fort William, during his visit 
to Scotland this spring’.

I don’t think the name Pow is 
a joke. It has appeared in The 
Oban Times so it must be true.

The problem, for me, about 
the third picture, taken in 
1937, is the disrespect for the 
position of the Ojibwat Native 
Americans. Unless it was a 
dressing up head-dress then 
it had been removed from its 
rightful owner.

Can you image saying to 
HRH Queen Elizabeth: ‘Gies 
a wee swatch oh yer hat Betty’?

It would never happen.
The Oban Times has a long 

history of reporting on the 
extraordinary things that go 
on – but the newspaper’s real 
expertise is reporting on the 
ordinary and the everyday 
movements of life. It does it 
in a way that social media and 
emails will never be able to 
match.

There is nothing like a child 
on a school trip finding his or 
her name in the newspaper as 
a birth announcement. It is a 
lovely moment. And in their 
own right these little bundles 
of joy are the real celebrities 
of any paper.

This week, The Oban Times’ resident Cailleach (Gaelic: old woman and, by experience, often a storyteller) discovers Boats in the Bay is not a new plan...

Down the years The Oban Times has recorded such events as the Skye Association of New York’s 
annual dinner, a visit by a princess and an Indian head-dress being presented to the provost. 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

The new 
front door 
for number 8 
has arrived...

Hi Lisa, that 
terrible wind 
last night has 
broken one 
of the glass 
panes in the 
greenhouse.

Before

Ah Lisa I’m 
delighted

After

Me too, 
it’s stylish, 
attractive 
& secure 
– no more 
draughts 
for us 

We got 
what we 
wanted. 
Great job, 
no hassle, 
no fuss. You 
wouldn’t 
even know 
they had 
been.
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Days gone by – VE Day in 1945

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

There were celebrations across the country to mark Victory in Europe Day at the close of hostilities in the Second 
World War and among the street parties was one in Glenshellach Terrace. This picture was sent to The Oban Times by 

Ann Lloyd, whose grandmother is among those in the photograph.

Social media

You really could not make it up. The train company, 
ScotRail Alliance, goes to the expense of construct-

ing a £100,000 passenger shelter at Oban railway station 
– and then bans commuters from using it.   

It simply beggars belief for a number of reasons, not 
the least of which is because here on the edge of the 
West Highlands we regularly experience what might be 
euphemistically called changeable climate conditions.

We are constantly being exhorted these days to ditch 
our private cars and to use public transport instead in an 
effort to be more environmentally friendly and to combat 
climate change and air pollution. However, to persuade 

travellers to make the most of public transport, includ-
ing our trains, the service has to be attractive, with 
punctual  arrivals and departures – and decent facilities 
for passengers.

What is more, ScotRail Alliance’s apparent reason for 
denying access to the travelling public is because Oban 
station is a train terminus. Really? So are many other 
stations but passengers are not denied reasonable shelter 
from the elements while they wait for trains.

More than 600 people a day are using Oban station but 
are being left at times to freeze and be soaked while a 
new shelter is off limits. You really could not make it up. 

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

The tightrope of 
causing o� ence
OFFENDING people and being of-
fended is an unpredictable minefield 
in human interaction that most of us 
are involved in at some point in our 
clumsy voyage on the seas of social 
integration. A recent happening 
brought this phenomenon to mind.

Last weekend I attended a talk that 
was part Glasgow’s Aye Write! literary 
festival. The hosts were two eminent 
Scottish writers whose names I will 
not mention to allay the possibility of 
perpetuating the cycle of unintended 
offence (I’m sure they are both 
staunch Oban Times subscribers).

The event was excellent and the 
readers were captivating. The delivery 
of excerpts from their respective 
books, the discussion of their work 
and the answers to questions from the 
audience were those that could only 
be given by masters of language. Their 
charisma, honesty and warmth came 
across clearly and the experience was 
greatly energising.

The opportunity to meet these 
two amazing men was not one to be 
missed, so after buying their books 
and having copies signed, I waited for 
the queues to disperse and, filled with 
enthusiasm, took my chance to make 
what I thought might be a fascinating 
encounter.

I left shortly afterwards with my tail 
between my dejected legs having had 
a reaction akin to what one might 
expect had I tried to sell them a recipe 
book of dishes derived from different 
coloured cow dung.

After making a rather awkward 
goodbye and walking away feeling 
slightly disgruntled, I pondered the 
effect and the concept of such occur-
rences.   The conclusions I arrived at 
were much more forgiving than my 
initial and unfair reaction.

It also gave me stark reminder of 
how easily offence can be caused un-
intentionally in these circumstances 
and how careful one must be.

These two people had just spent an 
hour giving of their best to entertain 
a word-ravenous audience, they had 
hurriedly been asked to sign and write 

dedications on countless books, had 
been answering relentless questions 
from the book buyers and were proba-
bly in a bit of a hurry to get away.

As well as these obvious explana-
tions, there are infinite other possible 
circumstances that may have led 
to their less than friendly reaction 
– maybe the poor fellows couldn’t 
understand my Tiree accent and went 
off wondering what on earth I had 
been saying to them. On my part, I 
had obviously chosen a bad time to 
instigate a conversation.

The experience has made me slightly 
terrified of possible encounters in the 
past where I may have similarly un-
intentionally caused offence. Having 
been on the receiving end of what felt 
like being snubbed by those whose 
performance I had just enjoyed, I now 
will be extra vigilant of my own man-
ner when signing CDs and talking to 
audience members after a gig.

The giving and receiving of offence 
balances precariously on a tightrope, 
so regardless of the circumstances, we 
must be aware of this and at all times, 
be nice.

We asked for readers’ thoughts 
about the impact of the new 81-bed-
room Premier Inn that will soon be 
constructed in Oban.
Andy Elkerton o� ered: ‘It’ll undoubt-
edly be a boon. A Premier Inn isn’t like 
a luxury Hotel in Dubai where nobody 
has to leave because everything they 
need is within it’s own four walls. The 
people staying there will explore the 
town, spend their cash, and contribute 
to the community. When holidaying 
in a new place your average tourist 
doesn’t usually restrict their “sightsee-
ing” to the inside of their hotel room or 
somewhere like Wetherspoons.’
Willie Reid asked: ‘It’s right beside 
a travel hub. Hands up how many 
people have stayed at a premier inn 
or travelodge at a service station and 
wandered into town to shop.’
Debbie Wright cheered: ‘My partner 

and I visit Oban a great deal .. We love 
the town .. I personally would only 
book the Premier Inn if I had little 
option ... so many lovely BnBs for com-
parable money ..it wouldn’t tempt me 
as a � rst choice.’
Arlene Campbell agreed: ‘Can only 
improve – it will make other hotels con-
sider the rates they o� er for the actual 
product they have therefore attracting 
more guests to their hotels/B&B too... it 
is a good thing for the town
Ashley Mckerron wrote: ‘give people 
on a budget more choice of where to 
stay, could even maybe see more tour-
ists coming to oban at xmas/new year 
now they can have somewhere to stay 
that dosent cost the earth, more jobs, 
more money into the businesses.’
Séamus Jim MacAoidh pondered: 
‘How’s the parking going to be? Will 
what’s left of the roads take it? How 

much rubbish will it create every three 
weeks?’
Keith Miller agreed: ‘None of these 
issues even crossed the minds of our es-
teemed elected members and planning 
o�  cials when they nodded approval 
through...another Jedi Mind Trick.’
Kenny Carmichael countered: ‘Sup-
posed to be a 90 space car park along 
with hotel plans.’
Bob Blainey lamented: ‘Kill the local 
business and keep even more tourists 
on the pier end. Train- Spoons-Premier 
inn - Ferry - train. No need to see any of 
Oban. A bit like the tour boats. “Keep 
moving nothing to see here”.’
David Livingstone replied: ‘Jeez - you 
must be fun on holiday!’
Jann Hodges worried: ‘Horrendous for 
local business.’
Richard Ross said simply: ‘More jobs 
More competition.’

DÈ AN COMHARRA a b’ fheàrr 
air leasachadh sìde agus toiseach 
an earraich na seillean mòr air 
doras-aghaidh an taighe an-diugh sa 
mhadainn. 

Le aimsir a’ fàs nas coltaiche tha mi 
air a bhith a’ cuimhneachadh mar a 
bhiodh, ri àm m’ òige, fir a’ bhaile a’ 
cur faobhar ri sgèinean nan toirsgeir 
(iarainn-mhòna a chanadh sinne) is 
àm buain na mòna a’ teannadh dlùth. 
Fada roimhe sin bhiodh a’ mheirg 
air a cur far nan spaidean is a h-uile 
oisean talamh-àitich air a ruamhar gu 
mionaideach le todhar innearach ga 
phasgadh fodha. 

Bha creideas mòr aig daoine ann 
an todhar feamad cuideachd, agus ‘s 
iomadh neach a bha claoidhte a’ slao-
dadh brùchd bhon chladach le cliabh 
gus làrach cur buntàta a chòmhdach 
toiseach a’ gheamhraidh. Le eòlas 
ghinealaichean aig daoine a bha air 
a bhith ag obair gun tractar neo fiù 
‘s each bha fios aca gun robh brùchd 
cuideachd sònraichte math airson 
talamh làidir a phronnadh agus a 
dhèanamh nas fhasa a thionndadh.

Far an robh cruitean gu math beag 
aig mòran, dh’fheumte a h-uile 
òirleach a chur gu feum agus tha 

cuimhn’ agam mar a bhiodh cuid a’ 
ruamhar nan ceannamhagan air am 
biodh na h-eich a’ tionndadh leis a’ 
chrann.

Dh’fhàs cùisean na b’ fhasa nuair 
a thòisich tractaran ri nochdadh ach 
bha leithid am Fordson trom agus 
mì-shùbailte ri leithid treabhadh agus 
dh’fheumadh e fiù ’s barrachd cean-
namhag na each, agus air iomadach 
cruit cha robh farsaingeachd den 
t-seòrsa sin ri lorg. 

‘S ann nuair a thàinig am ‘Fergie 
Beag Glas’ toiseach naoi-deug is na 
caogadan a fhuair croitearan agus 
tuathanaich bheaga an t-saoghail 
an cuideachadh a bu mhotha, agus 
tha buannachd na h-innleachd aig 
an Èireannach Harry Fearghasdan 
a’ leantainn chan ann a-mhàin anns 
na seann tractaran glasa a tha a’ dol 
fhathast ach ann an tractaran ùra 
cuideachd. 

‘S e duine beag a bh’ anns an 
Fhearghasdanach agus a’ fàs suas air 
tuathanas faisg air Beul Feirste ghabh 
e gràin shònraichte air treabhadh le 
eich. Cha b’ e a-mhàin na h-aona mìle 
deug a dh’fheumadh 

treabhaiche a choiseachd gus acaire 
talmhainn a threabhadh, ach an 

spàirn throm a bh’ air a’ tiùireadh 
agus a’ cothromachadh a’ chruinn. 

Thug Harry bliadhnaichean a’ 
dealbhadh am ‘Ferguson system’, 
ach le innleachd a thug cothrom 
dhan tractar innealan leithid cruinn 
is gearradairean-feòir a thogail is an 
giùlan, thog Harry cuideachd tomhas 
mhòr den eallach a bh’ air luchd-
obrach fearainn. 

Bhiodh mo charaid Dòmhnall 
MacLeòid nach maireann à Baile a’ 
Chaisteil ag ràdh gun d’ rinn Harry 
Fearghasdan barrachd dha croitearan 
agus tuathanaich bheaga na rinn 
duine eile riamh.

ONE of my earliest childhood mem-
ories is the screech of gulls following 
the plough of a grey Ferguson tractor 
and the scent of its paraffin fuel on 
the air. 

The Board of Agriculture helped by 
providing the tractors, but it was the 
ingenuity of the Irish engineer Harry 
Ferguson which delivered a lasting 
benefit to crofters and small farmers 
world-wide.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Use the election to 
send a message
Sir,
Former Prime Minister John Major 
is right to call the UK government’s 
White Paper on Brexit ‘flimsy’, and it 
certainly is for Scotland’s fishermen, 
farmers and crofters.

For such an important all-encompass-
ing issue as Brexit, all they dedicate to 
agriculture is 193 words and only 152 to 
fishing.

But it is just 37 words on agriculture 
and 22 words on fishing that will raise 
alarm bells for fishermen, farmers and 
crofters.

On fishing it says: ‘It is in both our 
interests to reach a mutually beneficial 
deal that works for the UK and the 
EU’s fishing communities.’ 

That sounds nowhere like the appeal 
the leave campaign presented when 
they said ‘opening up of British waters 
to EU in the 1970s had a devastating 
effect’. Sounds like they will continue 
with this devastating effect.

Scottish fishermen will remember that 
the 1972 UK government took them 
into the CFP had an internal Scottish 
Office paper saying they were ‘expend-
able’ and estimated that up to half of 
them could lose their jobs.

Scottish fishermen now face the 
bizarre position that just as the UK 
government sold out Scottish fishermen 
going into Europe, it will sell them out to 
leave. Maybe other interests like getting 
other EU states’ support to lobby for 
the banks in the City of London to still 
have free access to the EU market or a 
car factory in an area that voted 63 per 
cent leave.  

On agriculture it says: ‘With EU 
spend on CAP at around 58 billion 
euros in 2014 (nearly 40 per cent of the 
EU’s budget), leaving the EU offers the 
UK a significant opportunity to design 
new, better and more efficient policies.’ 
That doesn’t sound like the promise 
Tory farming minister George Eustice 
gave when he told farmers ‘that the 
UK government will continue to give 
farmers and the environment as much 
support – or perhaps even more – as 
they get now’. 

‘Efficient policies’ rings like those 
government weasel words of ‘efficiency 
savings’ – or cuts.

Under the 1998 Scotland Act, any 
powers not specifically reserved to 
Westminster automatically devolve to 
the Scottish Parliament. Yet Theresa 
May is now signalling she will break this 
principle and take those powers back 
under central control.

Considering Mrs May is desperate for 
a trade deal with Donald Trump which 
could open up the UK to American 
produce, this will set alarm bells ringing 
for Scotch quality producers. Why else 
would Mrs May want agricultural policy 
in the hands of Westminster?    

This May there are local elections and 
Scotland’s fishing and agricultural com-
munities can send a message to the UK 
government that they will not be taken 
for expendable again or be taken for 
fools by the use of weasel words about 
efficiency - cuts by any other name – 
and not have their industry opened up 
to a trade deal with Trump’s America.    

James MacDonald,
Dealbhadh Croite, by Benderloch.

Installation of bronze 
Ford is still on course
Sir,
I write in response to the recent letter 
from B M R Green of Roshven suggest-
ing that the Highland Council should 
be spending £89,000 on the rural bus 
service twixt Acharacle and Lochailo-
rt – rather than on ‘the Bronze Ford’ 
planned for Fort William’s Cameron 
Square.

Though we can offer sympathy for 
those reliant on this bus service, redi-
recting Highland Council funds from 
this unique piece of street architecture 
will not save the bus service.

For three years the Ben Nevis Model 
T Ford Project Group has been fund-
raising to have cast and installed a full-
size replica of the Model T Ford driven 
by Henry Alexander to the summit of 
Ben Nevis in 1911.

Your correspondent is misinformed 
that the Highland Council is the major 
donor to this project. A sum of £60,000 
is currently banked and firmly pledged, 
all of which has been raised from our 
efforts and private donations. Among 
the many donors, nine-year-old Taylor 
Coull and his grandfather Les from 
Keith climbed Ben Nevis raising £1,500.

In the event that we are awarded a 
further sum from a rurally directed 
European fund we will be on course to 
unveil the Bronze Ford in May 2018.

The Highland Council has been 
very supportive in assisting with the 
procurement process but its financial 
commitment totals £3,000 only.

We believe that the Bronze Ford 
will be a significant attraction to Fort 
William and Lochaber, enhancing civic 
pride and will be a link in a Bronze Trail 
from ‘Sair Feet’ at the West End to the 
Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge.

Chris Robinson,
Chairman, Ben Nevis Model T Ford
Project Group.

Accusations are 
insulting to readers
Sir,
May I make an observation for the 
benefit of Alastair Redman of Islay 
(Letters, The Oban Times, March2)?

Repeating an inexactitude weekly 
over several months does not make it 
true. I do know something of the work-
load accomplished by our MP Brendan 
O’Hara and that of our local MSP and 
Brexit minister Michael Russell, and 
I am certain that they both give great 
value in the ‘day job’. 

If  Mr Redman has a specific example 
of any neglectful practice perpetrated 
by either of these gentlemen or by any 
other SNP elected member, then let 
him state it.

His current practice of non-specific 
accusations is inaccurate, repetitive and 
insulting to the readership.

The SNP stated in its UK general 
election manifesto in 2015 that if 
circumstances changed, it might seek 
a referendum. It was hugely successful 
in that election, reducing Tory, Labour 
and Lib-Dems to just one MP each.

Since then, circumstances could 
hardly have changed more.

Dot Macdonald,
Arisaig, 
Crannag A Mhinisteir, Oban.

Spotlight deserves 
the highest praise
Sir,
Thank you The Oban Times for your 
generous picture spread and crit of 
Spotlight’s Spamalot. As a former mem-
ber and continuing associate of this 
company’s works, I cannot speak highly 
enough of their very high standards. 

This show was sure to demand cour-
age and dedication in its execution and 
I can’t praise them enough for giving 
their delighted and spellbound audi-
ences a production which matched not 
only this country’s top amateur groups 
but professional ones as well.

They deserve the highest accolades.
W Raymond Shaw,
Glasgow.

Fish farm pesticides 
are toxic to sea life
Sir,
Government plans to double salmon 
farming are encouraging fish farm 
proposals in unsuitable places - for 
example, Dounie on the Sound of Jura, 
by Kames Fish Farming.

A damning new study proves the fish 
farm pesticide emamectin benzoate 
(SLICE), kills crustaceans far from 
salmon cages. Some poisoned lobsters, 
crabs and prawns are destined for our 
plates. SLICE is toxic to mammals 
and birds too, yet the Scottish Salmon 
Producers’ Organisation claims farmed 
salmon are a sustainable, healthy food. 
It urged the Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency (SEPA) not to comment 
on the study, saying it could ‘damage all 
our reputations’.

After campaigners discovered the 
results, SEPA announced a review but 
not a ban, yet SLICE has effects on 
‘at the scale of sea lochs’ and no safe 
dose. Kames’s SEPA application in-
cludes using SLICE at Dounie.

Wild salmon and sea trout use Dounie 
bay, breeding in the nearby River Add. 
Sea lice from fish farms can kill them.

Dounie is inside Knapadale National 
Scenic Area and a Marine Protected 
Area. Scottish Natural Heritage has 
objected to its impact on protected 
wildlife, so has Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell. How many reasons 
does a place need to be protected 
from a toxic fish farm?

For information follow the Friends 
of the Sound of Jura on Facebook.

John Aitchison, Lottie Goodlet 
and Hans Unkles,
Friends of the Sound of Jura, 
Tayvallich.

An artist’s impression of how the 
bronze Ford might look.



Thursday 16 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
OT

www.facebook.com/obantimes

For more information 01631 565128
westscotland@breedongroup.com www.breedongroup.com

WEST SCOTLAND’S
LEADING
INDEPENDENT
CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS
SUPPLIER

A86

A82

A82

A82

A85
A85

A83

A830

A861

A884 A828

A816

A817

A811

A848

A849

Spean Bridge

Mallaig

Acharacle

Lochaline

Tobermory

Fionnphort

Oban

Inveraray

Lochgilphead

Crianlarich
Dalmally

Tyndrum

Kinlochleven

Ballachulish

Fort William /
An Gearasdan

Invergarry

BENDERLOCH

FURNACE

BANAVIE

BONAWE

DUNBEG

Key

Quarry
Ready-mixed concrete
Asphalt
Contracting

21642-Breedon Oban Advert 270x330mm_Layout 1  14/03/2017  12:35  Page 1

TIMESLINE

THE ‘FATHER of Scottish 
ski-ing’ Philip Rankin has 
died just a month before his 
100th birthday.

Mr Rankin, founder of 
Scotland’s � rst ski centre 
at Glencoe, died on Sunday 
March 12 at his home in Bal-
lachulish, aged 99. His close 
friend Viki Sutherland has 
given an insightful account 
of his life to The Oban Times.

To read the full obituary 
turn to page 24.

Glencoe ski man 
dies, aged 99

A BUS company is to reinstate 
its Sunday service between Fort 
William and Kinlochleven.

Fort William and Ardna-
murchan councillor Andrew 
Baxter took to social media 
on Monday night after he 
was informed by a Highland 
Council representative that 
Stagecoach is to reinstated the 
service.

Left: Local residents arrive to 
discuss bus timetables with 

Stagecoach at a meeting in Fort 
William. 

WORK on a new Fort William 
Costa Co� ee drive-through is 
in full swing this week.

The Highland Council 
approved plans for the new 
Costa Co� ee at Nevis Square, 
North Road, in October last 
year and Belfast developers 
Herbal Eastern Ltd are now 
on site with construction well 
under way.

The plans also include car 
parking and outdoor seating.

A petition to stop the de-
velopment was launched on 
Change.org in July 2016 by the 
Lochaber Residents Forum.

The petition, which was only 
signed by 18 people, called for 
councillors in ward 12 and 22 
to ‘consider the impact this will 
have on an already busy North 
Road’.

The petition also stated the 
group wanted to support local 
businesses ‘but are not given 
the chance’.

The Oban Times contacted 
Costa but they did not respond 
before our deadline.

Work starts on 
new Fort Costa

Search continues for driver 
who fled police crash scene
POLICE in Fort William have 
confirmed they ‘think they 
know’ the identity of the driver 
who fled the scene of a crash 
with police at the weekend.

Police launched a search for 
the male driver of a stolen Audi 
A4 who made off from a crash 
with a marked police car at Glen 
Nevis Road in Caol last Sunday 
(March 12).

Both the driver and passenger 
of the Audi made off from the 
scene around 10.15pm.

At a meeting of Caol Com-
munity Council on Monday 
night, Sergeant Keith Almond 
confirmed there was a ‘stolen 
car chase’ on Sunday night. He 
said: ‘It [the car] was slammed 
into the wall and burnt but there 

were no injuries. I can confirm 
we think we know who did it.’

Police said on Monday: ‘Of-
ficers are following a line of en-
quiry but are asking anyone with 
information to come forward.’

The passenger from the Audi 
has since been detained and is 
assisting police with inquires but 
police are urging the male driver 
to come forward.

Police said the Audi was 
reported stolen from a local ad-
dress and was seen on Torlundy 
Road prior to the collision.

The Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service were also in attendance 
after the Audi caught fire. A fire 
truck from Fort William attend-
ed the scene for more than half 
an hour to put out the blaze.

A spokesman told The Oban 
Times: ‘The Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service was alerted at 

10.24pm on Sunday March 12 
to a report of a car on fire on 
Glen Nevis Road in Caol. A fire 
appliance from Fort William 
was mobilised to the scene.

‘Upon arrival firefighters 
found the vehicle on fire and 
used two powerful water jets to 
extinguish the flames. There 
were no casualties reported 
and firefighters left the scene at 
11.09pm after ensuring the area 
was made safe.’

On Monday burnt hedges and 
scorch marks on the pavement 
and road were visible at the scene.

The Oban Times asked the 
Highland Council what could be 
done to repair the scorched road 
and was told no action would 
be taken while police are still 
investigating.

A spokesperson added that 
once the investigation was 

complete the police may ask the 
council about the road but said 
that this was yet to happen.

Chief Inspector Bob Mackay 
said: ‘A passenger from the 
Audi has been detained and is 
assisting police with inquiries. 
We are also looking to speak 
with the male driver who may 
have information that can assist 
with our enquiry. I would urge 
the driver of the Audi to come 
forward to confirm they are safe 
and well.

‘I am appealing for anyone 
who hasn’t already spoken to 
police to come forward as they 
may have information that can 
assist with our investigation.’

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Police Scotland 
on 101 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 if you wish to 
remain anonymous. 

The scene of the crash on Glen Nevis Road, Caol. Photograph: Abrightside 

Photography. 

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Mr Baxter had launched an 
online petition called ‘Save 
our Sunday service’ after the 
operator said it was going to 
withdraw its service as it was 
no longer viable.

The company held a meeting 
in Fort William High Street on 
March 1 asking bus passengers 
to have their say following an 
announcement new timetables 
would be introduced from April 
24.

Mr Baxter says he is delighted 
and amazed by the u-turn. Turn 
to page 5 for more.

Bus � rm’s U-turn on     
Sunday service axe
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Public urged to report 
hen harrier sightings

Preparation and proper kit vital in the hills

SCOTTISH Natural Heritage 
(SNH) and the Heads Up for 
Harrier project are asking 
people to report sightings of 
hen harriers, which are among 
Scotland’s rarest and most spec-
tacular birds of prey.

The project, led by the Part-
nership for Action Against 
Wildlife Crime Scotland (PAW 
Scotland), encourages the pub-
lic to report sightings, as well as 
trialling nest and roost cameras, 
and encouraging land managers 
to retain hen harrier friendly 
habitat.

Professor Des Thompson, 
chairman of Heads up for Har-
riers, said: ‘Last winter was the 
first time we asked for winter 
sightings of hen harriers from 
the public and we’ve had an 
excellent response, with several 
potential new roosts identified.

‘Numbers are low across 
much of mainland Scotland so 
the more people looking out 
for these threatened birds, the 
better. This will help us build up 
a complete picture of how hen 
harriers are doing across the 
country.’

The project plans to publish 
maps of the sightings but not in 
enough detail to reveal specific 
locations and risk disturbance.

Tim Baynes, moorland group 
director for Scottish Land 
and Estates, said: ‘As well as 
raising awareness of these birds 
and our members enabling 
cameras to monitor nests, we’re 

urging all land managers to 
follow the muirburn code when 
undertaking muirburn this 
spring.

‘The burning of old, rank 
heather is an essential part of 
upland management to encour-
age new growth. However, it is 
important to keep a mosaic of 
old and young heather to benefit 
the widest range of wildlife, in-
cluding nesting harriers, merlin, 
short-eared owls and other bird 
species. This will have most 
impact in areas which formerly 
and traditionally supported 
these birds as we want to see 
them return.

‘Late season muirburn can 
take place up to April 15, or 
April 30 if authorised in writing 
by the land owner, which may 
impact on hen harrier nesting 
attempts.

‘If you see birds attempting 
to nest, you should avoid the 
area to prevent interfering with 
breeding activity and potentially 
committing an offence.’

The public is asked to email 
sightings to HenHarrier@snh.
gov.uk or to call 07767 671973. 
It’s best to include details of 
places where birds are seen, the 
time and date of the sighting, 
the sex of the bird and any notes 
on behaviour. 

For more information, see 
http://w w w.gov.scot / Topics/
E n v i r o n m e n t / W i l d l i f e -
Habitats/paw-scotland/what-
you-can-do/hen-harriers.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Oban trainee Kati wins 
top aquaculture award
KATI Michalek, a 32-year-old 
aquaculture post-graduate 
researcher from Oban, has won 
the higher education category at 
Lantra Scotland’s Land-based 
and Aquaculture Learner of the 
Year Awards.

Kati and fellow trainees 
received their awards from 
farmer and BBC TV presenter 
Adam Henson of Countryfi le at 
a ceremony and gala dinner in 
Dunblane on Thursday March 
2.

Adam said: ‘It’s inspiring to 
see such talented people getting 
the support of employers and 
training providers as they start 
their careers within these key 
industries. It really is a fantastic 
achievement and I’m sure win-

ning these awards will be great 
for their prospects and their 
self-confidence.’

Kati is doing a PhD in shellfish 
aquaculture in Oban through 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) and 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands (UHI). Her work 
is part of a bigger European 
project aiming to provide new 
insights into how bivalves such 
as mussels, scallops, oysters and 
clams will cope with climate 
change.

Last year, Kati had her first 
peer-reviewed paper published, 
highlighting important results 
for the shellfish industry. These 
are being made available to 
the EU and distributed locally 
through the Association of 
Scottish Shellfish Growers.

Kati said: ‘I am honestly 

touched and surprised to have 
won the higher education 
award. The support I have 
received throughout my time at 
SAMS UHI, particularly from 
my director of studies Dr Kim 
Last, has been truly humbling. 
It’s a great place to work and 
I hope I made them proud by 
winning this award.’

Dr Last added: ‘Kati was se-
lected two years ago from a very 
large pool of candidates to join 
a European PhD programme, 
funded through the prestigious 
Marie Curie training scheme.

‘Kati grabbed the opportunity 
with both hands and has worked 
tirelessly ever since. Having her 
research published is testament 
to her hard work and dedication, 
and we are so pleased that this 
has been recognised at Lantra’s 
awards.’ Kati is presented with her award in Dunblane.

YEAR two improvements to the well-
used Ben Nevis mountain path are 
complete.

Once again, the contractors complet-
ed the work to an excellent standard. 
Highland Conservation worked on the 
section of path between the new bridge 
and the infamous ‘windy corner’.

Much of the work carried out this year 
gave much-needed protection to the 
edges of the path as well as enhancing 
drainage which will, with simple main-
tenance, be long-lasting improvements.

More than 250 tonnes of stone, a 
mixture of granite from Breedon’s 
Bon Awe and Banavie quarries, were 

flown up the mountain to complete this 
work in very tricky conditions, so huge 
thanks to Skyhook Helicopters for its 
expertise.

A shorter section of path was also 
completed in December by Turnstone. 

The section of path from Halfway 
Lochan to John’s Wall was improved 
ahead of time to make use of the stone 
taken from Carn Dearg the previous 
year.

To stabilise the area by the zig-zag 
section of paths, a variety of trees 
have been planted within enclosures 
to protect the saplings from sheep and 
deer. The idea is the trees will grow and 
hold the ground together to make it less 
susceptible to landslides and washing 
away in inclement weather.

The introduction of native tree spe-
cies will also improve the biodiversity 
of the Nevis landscape. The trees 

were planted by volunteers from 
Friends of Nevis, John Muir Trust and 
Nevis Landscape Partnership.

Next year’s contract will see the sec-
tion between the youth hostel junction 
to John’s Wall being worked on by 
path contractors, National Trust for 
Scotland Thistle Camps and Friends of 
Nevis volunteers between this autumn 
and spring next year.

www.nevislandscape.co.uk
www.facebook.com/nevislandscape
www.twitter.com/nevislandscape
www.vimeo.com/nevislandscape
www.instagram.com/nevis_landscape

Improvement works to Ben Nevis paths are now complete

THIS WEEK’S WALKS
NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Meeting point for walks is 
the car park at the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre, departure 8am. 
Alternatively, if you want to join 
the group elsewhere, contact 
the co-ordinator.
Further information available 
at www.nevishillwalking.club 
or by contacting club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 
701783.
Sunday March 19
Black Mount – two Munros: Stob 
a’ Choire Odhair/ Peak of the 
Dun - coloured Corrie (943m) 
and Stob Ghabhar/Goat Peak 
(1087m).
A walk covering 17kms and a 
height of 1300m.
Suggested by Gerry Gilbert and 
co-ordinated by Ken Stevenson.

LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
Walk leader to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and you can try before 

you buy. You can walk three 
times with the club before 
joining and Ramblers’ Club 
membership is only £3.25 per 
month or less if paid annually or 
concession. Further information 
at www.lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.
Saturday March 18
Polloch and Loch Shiel, by 
Strontian.
A leisurely walk covering 10kms 
and climbing to a height of 
200m.
Meet at the Corran Ferry slip at 
8.30am for 8.45am or Strontian 
Village shop car park at 9.15am.
Led by Ian Moir, 07810 464 994.
Thursday March 23
Meall an t-Suidhe, Ben Nevis, 
Fort William.
Moderate grade walk covering 
a distance of 8kms and a height 
of 680m.
Meet at Ben Nevis Highland 
Centre, Fort William, at 9.30am. 
Transport required.
Contact Andrew Gilbert 07808 
924722.

AS WE approach spring and the days 
grow longer, more and more of us will 
be taking to the hills for fresh air and 
exercise.

It’s important to remember, however, 
that it’s still very much winter up on the 
hills so it is vital to be properly prepared 
and have the right kit.

Check weather forecasts and avalanche 
reports before setting off and make sure 
you have planned a route, an alternative 
route and have left a copy with a friend so 

someone knows where you are. Climate 
conditions and forecasts can be checked 
on the Mountain Weather Information 
Service website at www.mwis.org.uk.

The Scottish Avalanche Information 
Service publishes daily reports and fore-
casts of observed snow, mountain and 
avalanche conditions at www.sais.gov.uk.

Local mountain guides emphasise the 
need for appropriate winter walking 
boots. These should be at least B1 grade 
to cope with moderate snow and ice and 

to be used with crampons where neces-
sary. Appropriate crampons to fit the 
boots will also be necessary for walking 
over snow and ice, as will an ice axe and 
a helmet to protect from falling ice or 
rocks and goggles should also be worn to 
ensure good visibility at all times. 

Walking poles can be very helpful for 
steep terrain. It is important to have 
proper training in using ice axes and 
crampons and local winter skills courses 
are available for this. Many can be found 

at www.walkhighlands.co.uk/guides.
shtml. 

Layering up is another top tip, as is 
carrying spare clothing such as a fleece 
or insulated jacket in a rucksack. These 
should include a base layer top and bot-
toms, mid-weight fleece, winter walking/
soft shell trousers, waterproof outer layer 
including jacket and trousers/salopettes.

Thick socks should also be worn, along 
with a hat and buff combo or balaclava 
and gloves. 

FCS reveals planting 
plan recommendations
THE FORESTRY Commission 
Scotland (FCS) has published 
a proposal for efficient forest 
planting, taking into account 
recommendations from former 
Scottish Government head of 
planning Jim Mackinnon and 
regional forestry forums.

The planting targets are to be 
raised on a stepped basis from 
the current 10,000ha a year to 
15,000ha by 2025.

The Scottish Government had 
asked Mr Mackinnon to inves-
tigate the current arrangements 
for planting approvals across 
the country and he gave them 
recommendations, including 
putting more focus on approving 
sustainable planting schemes.

He also recommended earlier 
engagement between tree-plant-
ing businesses and communities 

and having a dedicated team to 
deal with complex proposals, 
including where environmental 
impact assessments are required.

FCS Highlands and Islands 
Forestry Forum commented on 
the recommendations made by 
Mr Mackinnon.

It said it believed a regional 
advisory committee should be 
established to help independent 
FCS conservancy staff assess 
how well those applying to plant 
forestry comply with the UK For-
estry Standard and should hold 
regular training events to make 
known the requirements to meet 
this and improve the standards of 
application.

The forum also recommended 
more should be done by FCS 
to process approval of small 
schemes (less than 40ha).
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LOCHABER Environmental 
Group (LEG) has been given 
a major cash boost to help 
residents reduce their carbon 
emissions.

The group has been given 
just under £100,000 from 
the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Challenge fund to 
run the Lochaber Waste and 
Energy Project to empower 
people to reduce waste, to 
re-use and recycle household 
items and to improve domestic 
energy efficiency.

Cara Mackay, Zero Waste 
officer, said: ‘Our new project 
will start in May when we will 
be encouraging residents to 
reduce their carbon footprints 
and repair and re-use things.’

As part of the project the 
group is launching a new ini-
tiative to encourage people to 

reduce food waste and recycle 
it through composting. 

Cara explained: ‘We will be 
giving people free caddies 
to collect and compost food 
waste.’

This is important as food 
waste going to landfill can be 
a major source of methane as 
it breaks down and can signifi-
cantly impact the climate.

She added: ‘Methane traps 
25 per cent more heat than 
carbon dioxide. If food waste 
is composted, there will be 
more air getting to it because 
there will be worms moving 
it around, meaning the food 
will break down to produce 
less methane than it would in 
landfill.’

As well as home owners, 
LEG will be working with lo-
cal businesses and schools. In 

the meantime, the group has 
been running events as part of 
its zero waste project funded 
by Zero Waste Scotland and 
the European Regional Devel-
opment Fund. It held cooking 
classes to encourage eco-
nomical and environmentally 
friendly cooking and reduce 
food waste, sewing classes to 
help people repair and re-use 
textiles and a clothes swap.

From May, LEG will also 
be offering households and 
businesses the chance to take 
part in an energy survey to 
see how efficient they are and 
learn what more they could be 
doing. 

Anyone interested in doing 
the survey should contact 
LEG by calling them on 01397 
700090 or visiting www.loch-
aberenviro.org.uk.

THE Oban Times has an-
nounced today, Thursday 
March 16, that its Lochaber 
newspaper is to be given a 
new lease of life as the Loch-
aber Times from March 23.

The newspaper and website 
have been running as the 
northern edition of The Oban 
Times since family-owned 
publisher Wyvex Media Ltd 
bought the Lochaber News in 
October last year.

Susan Windram, group 
editor of The Oban Times, 
said: ‘We work very closely 
with the local community 
and changing the newspaper 
title to include the name of 
the area was a very important 
point raised by the public.

‘We fully agree and, as the 
main local news source for 
Lochaber, it makes perfect 
sense to change the title to the 
Lochaber Times. Having our 
new fully-staffed premises on 
Fort William High Street and 
a new local name is a strong 
reflection of our dedication 
to delivering the best local 
news service for the Lochaber 
community.’

Keith McIntrye, operations 
director for Wyvex Media, 
added: ‘We hope this change 
will further communicate 
our commitment to ensure 
a strong local publishing 
presence remains a vital part 
of the Lochaber community. 
Renaming the paper and 
meeting the needs of our 
local readers was an obvious 
decision to make and we look 
forward to delivering news as 
the Lochaber Times.’

Readers can buy printed 
and digital versions of the 
Lochaber Times every Thurs-
day or access news stories 
from Lochaber seven days a 
week online by visiting www.
lochabertimes.co.uk.

THE A82 south of Fort Augus-
tus will be closed for two days 
next week.

The main trunk road between 
Inverness and Glasgow will be 
shut on Sunday March 19 and 
Monday March 20 between 
7pm and 7am.

Roads campaign group 
the A82 Partnership said its 
request for the closure to be 
restricted to 9pm to 6am had 
been refused by Transport 
and BEAR Scotland. The group 
is seeking clari� cation as to 
whether the road on the east 
side of Loch Ness will be acces-
sible on the Monday night.

Emergency vehicles will 
be allowed through when 
required and local tra�  c will 
be given hourly access.

ROWAN Atkinson has been 
spotted in Lochaber over the 
past couple of weeks.

The actor, known for his 
roles as Mr Bean, Johnny 
English and Blackadder, 
visited Strontian Post O�  ce.

A sta�  member said: ‘He 
was in last week. I had a chat 
with him and he seemed a 
nice sort of chap.’

Mr Atkinson was also 
spotted in Morrisons in Fort 
William and at the town’s 
bus station.

A spokesperson for PBJ 
Management, which repre-
sents him, said they were 
not aware of him currently 
� lming in the area.

POLICE in Fort William are 
appealing to the public to help 
trace a couple seen arguing 
near Nevis Bridge.

Police received reports of 
a man and woman arguing 
near Nevis Bridge, between 
Inverlochy and An Aird, Fort 
William, on Friday March 10 at 
around 11.15pm. It is believed 
the couple then left the area.

Sergeant Daniel Jack said: 
‘We would ask the couple 
come forward. We would also 
ask any members of the public 
with information to contact us 
on 101. 

‘Ask for Fort William police 
station and quote incident 
number NP/1989/17.’

POLICE Scotland are urging 
people living in Lochaber to 
ensure their homes, businesses 
and vehicles are locked at all 
times following a series of 
crimes.

In the past two weeks, 
valuables were stolen from 
a vehicle where the keys had 
been left easily accessible, and 
a commercial property in Fort 
William that had been left 
insecure was also targeted.

PC Stuart MacKellaig, crime 
prevention and interventions 
officer, said: ‘Crimes of this 

nature are extremely rare in 
this area. However, it doesn’t 
mean we should ever be com-
placent when it comes to the 
security of  valuables. 

‘It may be a relatively small 
number of incidents but one 
crime is one too many so I urge 
people to always be on their 
guard. 

‘Investing in security lights 
and robust locks can put 
thieves off but locking doors 
and windows and not leaving 
expensive equipment on 
display are the most effective 

deterrents and won’t cost a 
penny. In addition, leaving 
your valuables insecure could 
negate any insurance claim.

‘We are using all resources 
available to us to detect these 
crimes – one man has already 
been reported to the procura-
tor fiscal in connection with an 
alleged crime – but I ask the 
community to assist by locking 
up in the first place.’

Suspicious activity can be 
reported by calling police on 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

NOMINATIONS are being 
sought for candidates to stand 
in the Highland Council elec-
tion on Thursday May 4.

A total of 74 councillors will 
be appointed to represent the 
council in 21 electoral wards, 
each with three or four elected 
members.

In Lochaber, three candi-
dates are being sought for 
ward 11, Caol and Mallaig, 
and four for ward 22, Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan.

The deadline for nomina-
tions is 4pm on Wednesday 
March 29.

Nomination forms can 
be downloaded from the 
council’s website www.high-
land.gov.uk/elections along 
with information on where 
candidates need to return 
their forms. Forms can also 
be obtained by telephoning 
01349 886657.

Completed nomination 
papers must be delivered 
to the appropriate depute 
returning officer. The depute 
returning officers are unable 
to accept nomination papers 
electronically.

New lease 
of life for 
Lochaber 
Times

A82 closure set 
for next week

Rowan Atkinson 
visits Lochaber 

Appeal to � nd 
bridge couple 

LEG chairman Scott McCombie and former group manager Susan Carstairs are looking forward 
to working on the new waste and energy project. 

Police urge people to ‘lock up’

New project wins major 
cash backing from fund 

AN IMPORTANT community 
link will be closed for 11 weeks 
while it undergoes a £300,000 
revamp.

Work is due to begin this 
month on the Soldiers Bridge 
which crosses the River Lochy 
between Black Parks Road, 
Inverlochy, and Lochyside.

A representative from the High-
land Council (HC) described 
the bridge as an important link in 
the community which connects 
locals and visitors on the National 
Cycle Network route 78, the 
‘Caledonia Way’.

Access to the bridge has been 
restricted for some time follow-
ing the failure and subsequent 
closure of the northern ramp. 
This ramp will be completely 
replaced with a new wider ramp. 
The bridge deck and handrails 
will also be replaced with up-
graded materials.

The spokesperson continued: 
‘The crossing will be closed for 
approximately 11 weeks from 

Work to replace the Soldiers Bridge in Fort William will start on 
March 27. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Eleven-week diversion as 
bridge closes for repairs 

Monday March 27.’ The project 
is being delivered by Highland 
Council in partnership with 
Sustrans Scotland and Trans-
port Scotland.

Paul Matthews, engineering 
and design manager at Sus-
trans Scotland, said: ‘The 
bridge is a key access point for 
locals and visitors and we are 
pleased Highland Council is 
to start maintenance work to 
help connect the local commu-

nity and the National Cycle 
Network.

‘During the work, a diversion 
for walkers and cyclists will 
be signposted  and we will be 
working with the council to 
help minimise disruption to 
local communities.’

The project was discussed at 
the Caol Community Council 
(CCC) meeting on Monday 
night. CCC chairwoman Jane 
Young said the feedback about 

the work on the Soldiers Bridge 
seemed to be ‘positive’.

Donald Elder, who is in the 
process of joining the council 
said: ‘It’s an inconvenience but it 
needs to be done.’

Ben Thompson, Highland 
Council representative for Caol 
and Mallaig, said after months 
of legal issues with the bridge 
because no-one would take 
responsibility for it, he was 
delighted the project was finally 

being carried out. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘It is unfortunate 
the bridge will be closed as we 
approach nicer weather but 
when you know the background 
to the project it makes sense. 
The bridge is privately owned 
but it has taken the council to in-
tervene and agree to do the work 
or nothing would be happening.

‘The whole bridge is being 
replaced so you can understand 
why it has to be closed completely. 
The bridge is important for the 
cycle route but also for mums 
and people pushing prams or 
walking with children. I proba-
bly have had more complaints 
about the bridge than any other 
matter. Considering the legal 
issues and the fact a structural 
survey had to be carried out, it is 
great news this project is going 
ahead and will be really worth it 
once it is done.’

He added: ‘Thanks to everyone 
who has written to the council 
and MSPs to emphasise how 
important this bridge is to Fort 
William. It is due to their efforts 
that we got the money to fix this.’

Councillor Ben Thompson is 
pleased the project is starting.

Countdown 
to Highland 
Council 
elections

A SUPPORT service for people with 
mental health issues has been relaunched 
in Fort William.

Formerly known as the Glengarry Centre, 
Support in Mind Scotland’s Lochaber 
service is now based in the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William, and was officially re-opened 
on Tuesday March 7.

Now called ‘Cothrom’, Gaelic for fairness 
and equality, the service offers people 
access to support from trained and experi-
enced staff in a welcoming atmosphere.

It also allows people the chance to 
take part in activities aimed at building 
self-esteem and confidence and promoting 
recovery.

Project worker Helen Leggett said the 
successful relaunch was attended by more 
than 30 people. Ms Leggett added: ‘While 
we offer a holistic approach and have walks 
to promote physical wellness, our main 
focus is providing support for people who 
have had mental health problems.

‘The launch event was an opportunity for 

people to come and see the centre, meet us 
and see what we do.  

‘There was a mixture of people from 
those wanting to make use of the service, 
representatives of other organisations we 
send people to and other groups we net-
work with.’

The centre welcomes people referred by 
health professionals and those who refer 
themselves.

To find out more visit www.supportin-
mindscotland.org.uk/lochaber-fort-william.

Cothrom Lochaber was o�  cially launched in the Nevis Centre on 
Tuesday March 7.

Support service for people with mental 
health issues relaunched in Fort William
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PETS CORNER
in association with Highbridge Kennels and Cattery

NEW research from PDSA has 
revealed that 4.4 million pets are 
un-neutered, leaving them in dan-
ger of life-threatening illnesses.

Vet charity PDSA today warned 
many much-loved family pets’ lives 
are at risk, as nearly three million 
dogs, 770,000 cats and 720,000 
rabbits are un-neutered. 

The charity’s vets are urging 
owners to get their pets neutered – a 
potentially life-saving, simple proce-
dure that can help pets live longer, 
healthier lives.

The PDSA Animal Wellbeing 
(PAW) report, revealed why pets 
aren’t neutered. The main reason 
given by owners was ‘Haven’t 
thought about it’ (22 per cent), 
followed by ‘Don’t believe in it’ (16 
per cent) and ‘Not got round to it’ 
(14 per cent). 

PDSA vet Rebecca Ashman said: 
‘Sadly, vet practices across the UK 
see the devastating consequences 
of leaving pets un-neutered all 
too often. Many cancers can be 

prevented by neutering, as can 
horrendous life-threatening condi-
tions such as womb infections.  

‘As well as avoiding unwanted 
litters, neutering can have many 
health benefits. We all love our 
pets, so it’s important to prevent 
potential problems arising when we 
can. I’d highly recommend owners 
speak to their vet to avoid future 
heartache.’

Myths and misconceptions may 
also be partly to blame for some 
owners choosing against neutering 
their pets, as Rebecca explained: 
‘As a vet, I’ve heard many reasons 
why people are reluctant to have 
their pets neutered, ranging from 
worrying it will emasculate their 
pets, to concern about denying a 
pet’s parental rights. 

‘The reality is that animals don’t 
experience emotions in the same 
way we do.’

For more advice from PDSA vets 
about neutering, visit www.pdsa.
org.uk/neutering.

Over four million pets at 
risk of deadly conditions
PDSA urges owners to protect pets by neutering
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 16 March – 
Thursday 23 March 2017

DIARDAOIN 16 MÀRT
THURSDAY 16 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A Little 
Drop of Harris – Ep3 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep5
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 Rapal TBH (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: The Munich Games – 
Munich ’72 (rpt)
23.15 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)

23.30 Fonn mo Bheatha – music chat 
show (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 17 MÀRT
FRIDAY 17 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay
19.30 Gach Creutair Beò – Vets in 
Scotland – S4, Ep4 (rpt)
20.00 The Call of the Isles (rpt)
20.45 Feis Chiùil Thiriodh – Mànran 
(rpt)
21.00 Dìleab Thormoid (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Eithne – Eadar da 
Shaoghal – Story of Irish Singer Eithne Ní 
Uallacháin
22.50 Ceòl Eithne Ní Uallacháin (rpt)
23.50 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

                
DISATHAIRNE 18 MÀRT
SATURDAY 18 MARCH
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming

17.05 Scottish Championship – Falkirk 
v Morton
19.20 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
19.30 Machair (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Fonn Mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
20.30 Alba: 1995 (rpt)
21.00 Cuirm@Celtic – Anna Latharna 
& Caraidean (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Motherwell v St. Johnstone
23.00 Balaich Iasgach Alasga – Alaska 
Fish Wars (rpt)
23.45 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
24.00 Belladrum 2012 (rpt)
 
DIDÒMHNAICH 19 MÀRT
SUNDAY 19 MARCH
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.30 Seachd Là – news Review
19.30 Alleluia! – spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Fuine– cooking for the weekends 
(rpt)

20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A little 
drop of Harris – Ep3 (rpt)
21.00 Cobhair Chloinne – Paediatric 
Retrieval Service (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Kimarnock v Partick Thistle
23.00 Tha Munich Games – Munich ’72 
(rpt)
23.45  Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)      

DILUAIN 20 MÀRT
MONDAY 20 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 Aibisidh (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Gach Creutair Beò – 
Vets in Scotland – S4, Ep5
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Trusadh - Cathair na 
Ceiltis
22.00 Sgeulachd Jessie McLachlan - 
The Sandyford Murder (rpt)
23.15 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
23.30 Buskers (rpt)
 

DIMÀIRT 21 MÀRT
TUESDAY 21 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Alba: 1996 – the charts hits and 
top news stories (rpt)
21.00 Cobhair Chloinne – The 
Paediatric Retrieval Service (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh: Cathair na Ceiltis (rpt)
23.00 Latha Bha Siud - Memories (rpt)
23.25 Fraochy Bay(rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
23.55 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)

 

DICIADAIN 22 MÀRT
WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Aibisidh (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Chì mi ’n Tìr – From Harris with 
Love (rpt)
21.00 Peter Manuel – Deireadh an 
Uilc - drama documentary (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Seòid a’ Chidsin – The 
Kitchen Coves – S1 Ep1 
22.30 Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie – more DIY tips – 
S3 Ep5 (rpt)
23.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
 

DIARDAOIN 23 MÀRT
THURSDAY 23 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Cearcall – Look back 
through 80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep1 
(rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep6
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 Rapal TBH (rpt)
22.30 Easter Rising – Ar a-mach na 
Càisge (rpt)
23.25 Cuirm @ Celtic (rpt)
23.30 Fonn mo Bheatha – music chat 
show (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain

Mànran’s touring tales: Ewen Henderson
I’m Ewen Henderson, 
one-sixth of the band 
Mànran, and over the 
next while I’ll be sharing 
some of our adventures 
as we wander the globe 
on our musical travels.

We’re currently one 
week into a tour of Ger-
many and, as you might 
expect, we’re having a 
blast.

The tour started last 
Wednesday in what 
has become an all too 
familiar fashion for our 
European excursions: 
a 3am start before 
hopping on the ‘red-eye’ 
flight to Amsterdam.

After a stopover brief 
enough to prevent 
anyone going missing 
in action in ‘the Dam’, 
we continued onwards 
to Frankfurt, where we 
were scheduled to team 

up with the rest of the 
touring party.

We’re on a tour known 
as the ‘Irish Heartbeat 
Tour’ and, now in its 21st 
year, the tour has gained 
a glowing reputation for 
bringing the very best in 
Irish musical entertain-
ment to Germany every 
March with the aim of 
celebrating St Patrick’s 
Day over the course of a 
few weeks of protracted 
Hibernian revelry.

So what on earth is 
a Scottish band doing 
here? 

Well, the close 
musical and cultural 
ties between Scotland 
and Ireland would be 
reason enough but we’re 
also fortunate enough 
to count among our 
ranks a trump card in 
the form of Mànran’s 

uilleann pipe and flute 
maestro, Ryan Murphy, 
from Cork, Ireland.

Though his efforts to 
hone our dodgy Irish 
accents have largely 
failed (mine and Gary 
Innes’s are floating 
about somewhere 
between Jamaica and 
Bangalore at the time 
of writing), the German 
audiences seem to have 
no qualms accepting the 
relevance of a few Scot-
tish boys sharing the 
stage with their Celtic 
cousins, swapping tunes 
and songs across ‘Sruth 
na Maoile’.

Indeed, they seem to 
love the Scottish influ-
ence on this particular 
St Paddy’s party – es-
pecially the Highland 
pipes.

Also on the tour 

are two top acts from 
Ireland, the Armagh 
Rhymers and Bernie 
Pháid. 

Bernie is a lovely tra-
ditional singer hailing 
from Dingle, Co Kerry, 
and is joined on this tour 
by fiddler Jeremy Spen-
cer and guitarist David 
Clancy. The Armagh 
Rhymers are really 
quite unlike anything 
I’ve ever witnessed on 
stage.

Keeping alive the 
ancient Irish mumming 
traditions, this theat-
rical quartet perform 
a variety of traditional 
songs, tunes, poems and 
rhymes over the course 
of a 45-minute play fea-
turing a number of Irish 
folk heroes including St 
Patrick himself.

Nothing too unusual 

there but when the whole 
thing is performed in the 
outlandish garb of the 
mummer (mountains 
of garish tweeds and 
enormous wicker head-
masks in the forms of 
goats, ghouls and gob-
lins), things take a turn 
for the surreal.

Think The Wicker 
Man meets The Dub-
liners and you’re maybe 
halfway to picturing the 
scene. The Rhymers 
assure me that this is 
all deeply traditional 
and has been has been 
enjoyed continuously in 
Armagh for centuries, 
leaving me in no doubt 
that the Monty Python 
crew had more than a 
passing acquaintance 
with mumming.

Needless to say, the 
locals in each town so 

far have been absolutely 
bowled over by what 
both these acts bring to 
the show.

Up to this point, we’ve 
been mostly travelling 
through the former East 
Germany where, due 
to the legacy of Soviet 
education, most people 
over a certain age speak 

Russian as a second 
language rather than 
English. This affords us 
ample opportunity to 
try out our fairly rusty 
German in a range of 
challenging and often 
farcical situations. I say 
rusty – if it was a car 
you’d be paying to get it 
scrapped.

There have been a 
couple of beauties 
so far including me 
repeatedly referring 
to guitarist Craig as a 
female on stage, Mark 
the drummer asking 
for a packet of pigs in 
a petrol station and the 
baffled expression on 
the receptionist’s face 
as Ross Saunders asked 
for a shoe to help him 
get back into his locked 
room. While on the sub-
ject of linguistics, I must 
note how impressed I’ve 
been by the number of 
people at gigs so far 
who have been learning 
Gaelic here in Germany, 
some to a very high level 
of fluency. Mo bhuan 
bheannachd orra!

Though the days can 
be long and the travel a 
bit arduous, touring in a 
land where the average 
backstage rider consists 
of at least one crate of 
excellent local beer each 
is never going to be all 
work and no play. On a 
couple of nights we’ve 
taken the opportunity 
to get to know the crew 
and the other bands a 
little better over a kleine 
pils and a couple of 
tunes. One such night 
saw us revisit one of 
our favourite German 

bars ever in a town 
called Torgau. It’s a very 
old-style affair: all dark 
wooden beams, foaming 
beer glasses and thick 
clouds of cigarette 
smoke (I’m not entirely 
sure how they’re getting 
round that bit of regula-
tion) but the bar’s main 
quirk is the ankle-deep 
layer of peanut shells 
covering the ground. It 
transpires that in the 
two years since our last 
visit, the bar (unsur-
prisingly) burned down 
and has subsequently 
been faithfully restored 
to its dubious former 
glory. The combination 
of cigarette-butts and 
a floor literally coated 
in bone-dry tinder 
presumably ensured the 
place went up quicker 
than a fireworks display 
in Oban.

We’re now heading 
north-west for the next 
leg of the tour and 
looking forward to all 
that may bring. Tune 
in next week for tales 
of ham and cheese roll 
overdoses, unsuspecting 
German landlords 
subjected to impromptu 
bagpipe sessions and 
a shocking revelation 
about St Patrick’s Loch-
aber roots.

AN  COMUNN GÀIDHEALACH  - Meur Chruachain

Final Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh
Fear an Taighe – Donnie (Maroot) MacLeod

Piper – Calum Garvin   Singers – Alasdair Currie
Claire MacAuley – (2016 Traditional Gold Medallist)

Music from Michael & Joanie Garvin
The Laura Munro Highland Dancers 

Saturday 18th March 2017
Taynuilt Village Hall 7.30pm

Tea and Raffle
Admission - £4, Members £3, Children £2

LOCHABER PIPING 
SOCIETY

Piping Competitions 
on Saturday April 8 in 
Lochaber High School 

at 9.30am

Entry forms from Morag 
Melville on 01397 

703862 to be returned 
by Friday March 31.

TENTH  TRIENNIAL
COMMUNITY CONCERT

OF CLASSICAL, SCOTTISH 
AND TRADITIONAL MUSIC
GIVEN BY CHILDREN AND 
ADULTS FROM ARGYLL

Tuesday, March 21st 2017 
at 7.00pm

CORRAN HALL, OBAN
Tickets £3.50

Concessions £2.50 at the door
Proceeds to CLIC Sargent

Crear Concerts, 
Kilberry

Steven Osborne (piano)
2.30pm Sunday 19 March 

Mr McFall’s Chamber  
6.30pm Thursday 

13 April
Advance tickets £20

T 0141 221 0066
www.crear.co.uk

If you would like 
to advertise in 

the Oban Times 
Community 
Noticeboard 

please call 
01631 568000
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Friday 17 – 24 March 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST | PG | 150 MIN
Fri: 16:15, 18:00, Sat:12:30, 13:00, 18:30, Sun: 14:30, Mon: 
16:15, 18:00, Tue: 19:45, Wed: 16:15, 18:00, Thu: 18:00, 
19:15
 “Beauty and the Beast” is the fantastic journey of Belle, a 
bright, beautiful and independent young woman who is 
taken prisoner by a beast in his castle. Despite her fears, 
she befriends the castle’s enchanted sta�  and learns to 
look beyond the Beast’s hideous exterior and realize the 
kind heart and soul of the true Prince within

HIDDEN FIGURES | PG | 147 MIN
Sat: 18:00
HIDDEN FIGURES is the incredible untold story of Kather-
ine Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughn (Octavia 
Spencer) and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monáe)—brilliant 
African-American women working at NASA, who served 
as the brains behind one of the greatest operations in 
history: the launch of astronaut John Glenn into orbit, a 
stunning achievement that restored the nation’s con� -
dence, turned around the Space Race, and galvanized the 
world. The visionary trio crossed all gender and race lines 
to inspire generations to dream big.

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER TWO | 15 | 142 MIN
Fri: 20:45, Sat: 21:15, Sun: 17:15, Mon: 20:45, Tue: 19:30, 
Wed, Thu: 20:45
In this next chapter following the 2014 hit, legendary 
hitman John Wick [Keanu Reeves] is forced back out of re-
tirement by a former associate plotting to seize control of 
a shadowy international assassins’ guild. Bound by a blood 
oath to help him, John travels to Rome where he squares 
o�  against some of the world’s deadliest killers.

KIDS CLUB: A BUG’S LIFE | U | 91 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s classic, entry just £2. A mis� t ant, looking for 
“warriors” to save his colony from greedy grasshoppers, 
recruits a group of bugs that turn out to be an inept circus 
troupe.

SILVER SCREEN - LION | PG | 138 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £3! LION is a drama in which a � ve-year-old 
Indian boy � nds himself lost in Kolkata, thousands of miles 
from home. After being sent to Australia for adoption, he 
returns to India as a young adult in order to � nd his real 
mother and brother.

THE LEGO BATMAN MOVIE | U | 124 MIN
Fri, Sat: 151:45, Sun: 12:00, Mon: 15:45, Tue: 17:00, Wed, 
Thu: 15:45
In the irreverent spirit of fun that made The LEGO® Movie 
a worldwide phenomenon, the self-described leading 
man of that ensemble—LEGO Batman—stars in his own 
big-screen adventure. But there are big changes brewing 
in Gotham, and if he wants to save the city from The Jok-
er’s hostile takeover, Batman may have to drop the lone 
vigilante thing, try to work with others and maybe, just 
maybe, learn to lighten up.

UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS | 15 | 111 MIN
Sat: 20:30
The next installment in the blockbuster franchise, UNDER-
WORLD: BLOOD WARS follows Vampire death dealer, Se-
lene (Kate Beckinsale) as she fends o�  brutal attacks from 
both the Lycan clan and the Vampire faction that betrayed 
her. With her only allies, David (Theo James) and his father 
Thomas (Charles Dance), she must stop the eternal war 
between Lycans and Vampires, even if it means she has to 
make the ultimate sacri� ce

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 
Ian Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 
Drivetime, 18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland 
Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s 
Show, 21:00 David Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, 
midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim 
Lynch, 19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 
20:00 Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with 
Gordon Cove, midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast 
Show, 09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort 
Zone with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 
12:00 Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine 
Lamb, 17:00 Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with 
Campbell Cameron, 19:00 Country Meets Rock 
& Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 Gordon’s Grooves, 
midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 
Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time 
Capsule, 15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with 
Stephen McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight 
Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny 
and Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie 
Darling, 10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Cosher, 13:00 Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with 
the Dream Team, 19:00 Sounds Scottish with 
Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave Lewis, 22:00 Margo till 
midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 
11:00 Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday 
Brunch, 13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 
Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country 
Show with David Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with 
Graham Scott, 23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

community-owned and run

Port Ellen  Wed 15 - Fri 17 March
Colonsay   Sat 18 - Sun 19 March
Tiree   Tue 21 - Wed 22 March
Coll    Thu 23 - Fri 24 March

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Book now at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the 
cinema 30 mins before screenings: Cash only, no cards. £7.50 
Adults and £5.50 Concessions

The Eagle Huntress (U) 187 mins  
Spellbinding documentary. Mongolian with English 
narration and subtitles. “entertaining slice of real-
life inspirational adventure should appeal to 
family audiences”  Variety     
16/03 at 5.30pm, 19/03 at 5.30pm, 22/03 at 5.30pm, 
24/03 at 5.30pm
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (12A) 133 mins  
Rollicking Star Wars spin-off set just before the events 
of Episode IV.  “loads of action, great effects, 
good comic relief, stunning locations” Hollywood 
Reporter 
16/03 at 8.30pm, 19/03 at 8.30pm, 22/03 at 8.30pm, 
24/03 at 8.30pm
The Lego Batman Movie (U) 104 mins  
“The kids are gonna love it” Rolling Stone 
17/03 at 5.30pm, 19/03 at 2pm, 21/03 at 5.30pm, 
23/03 at 5.30pm
La La Land (12A) 128 mins    
Winner of six Oscars including Best Actress. 
“You’ll leave with a tear in your eye and a song 
in your heart” Telegraph      
17/03 at 8.30pm, 18/03 at 8.30pm, 21/03 at 8.30pm, 
23/03 at 8.30pm

Clydebank ceilidh
A good turnout of patrons and excellent 
entertainment from the artistes ensured the 
Clydebank Highlanders had a great night 
last Friday.
George Paul was the chairman, and the 
singers were Rena Gertz, Kirsteen Dick, 
Frank McCamley and Kirsty Harkins. 
Charles MacLeod played the box and Luke 
Pringle was the piper. Kirsteen Grant was 
the accompanist for the evening, although 
Kirsty Harkins was accompanied by Carol 
MacLean.
The Clydebank Highlanders are now look-
ing forward to  their supper/ceilidh/dance 
on Saturday March 18 to the sound of the 
Charlie Kirkpatrick Band. Details of the 
dance can be obtained from 01389 879749.

Finishing o�  the season
Comunn an Taobh-an- Iar will hold their 
final ceilidh of this session tonight (Thurs-
day March 16) at 7.30pm in the Ellangowan 
Social Club, Milngavie. The Fear an Taighe 

for the evening will be Peter MacDonald, 
and the singers are Marina MacLeod, Catri-
ona Watt, Donald Iain Brown and Seumas 
Campbell.
Shona Masson is the fiddle player for the 
evening, James Forrest is the piper and 
Kirsteen Grant will accompany the singers.
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available at 
the interval. 
Admission is £7 and is payable at the door, 
where raffle tickets will also be on sale for £1 
per strip of five.
This closing ceilidh is the association’s last 
function of the session before the AGM on 
Thursday May 11 at 7.30pm (also in the El-
langowan Social Club) to which all members 
are invited.

Govan choir returns to roots
Govan Gaelic Choir is going back to its roots 
for a ceilidh/concert to be held in the Pearce 
Institute, in Govan, tomorrow (Friday 
March 17) at 7.30pm. The Pearce Institute is 
very close to the Govan Subway.
It will be an evening of choir singing, of 

course, but there will also be performances 
by soloists and instrumentalists. Dance mu-
sic will be provided by Charlie Kirkpatrick 
and the young Govan Pipers will give a tune 
or two on the pipes.
Tickets are £5, including tea. I am told that 
those those requiring stronger sustenance 
can feel free to bring their own bottle.

Le Mùirn
This year’s Aye Write Festival celebrates the 
recent bilingual publication of Ceòl ‘s Craic’s 
first book, Le Mùirn, by Catriona Murray, 
which traces the relationship between ‘Mel-
bost Bard’ Murdo MacFarlane and Margaret 
MacLeod of the trailblazing Gaelic group 
Na h-Òganaich.
Saturday March 18 will be an evening of 
conversation and song in the company of 
author Catriona Murrary, singer Margaret 
MacLeod and Ceòl ‘s Craic project director 
Ishbel Murray.
There will be readings from the book (in 
Gaelic and English), followed by a Q&A 
session exploring the creative process be-

hind the publication. The evening begins at 
8.15pm in the Mitchell Library.

What’s on
Friday March 17: The Glasgow Skye Associ-
ation Cothrom na h-Òigridh (youth concert), 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Saturday March 18: Clydebank Highlanders’ 
supper dance in the Napier Hall, Old Kilpat-
rick, to the music of Charlie Kirkpatrick’s 
Band. Tickets £15, BYOB.
Friday March 31: The Glasgow Uist and Bar-
ra Association ceilidh dance in the Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street.

Pub scene
Park Bar.
Friday: Trail West.
Saturday and Sunday: Robert Robertson.

Islay Inn
Friday March 17: Mooki.
Saturday March 18: The Raggaels.

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

THIS year’s Lorn Drama Fes-
tival will take place over three 
nights March from 29 to 31 in the 
Corran Halls.

The festival draws on dramatic 
talent from all over Argyll, from 
Campbeltown to Dalmally, and 
particularly welcomes a new 
team from Seil. As usual, there 
is a strong youth element with 
societies producing very different 
plays. Benderloch’s time-travelling 
adventure Prof’s Big Idea by Geoff 
Bamber is a fun play for a young 
cast, while Taynuilt’s Remembrance 
is a poignant and at times disturb-
ing account of teenage soldiers in 
the Great War.

The adult plays also show 
a breadth of subject matter 
and locations. Comedies from 
Lochgilp head, Accent, Dalmally 
and Seil take the audience from 
Spain to a desert island via an 
urban roundabout and a drama 
club hall. Taynuilt Drama Soci-
ety are presenting Trio by James 
Saunders, a slightly surreal piece 
featuring a trio of musicians. 

A Separate Peace by Tom 
Stoppard is being performed 
by Benderloch Adults. This 
bittersweet play follows a man 
looking for peace and quiet in an 
unconventional way.

The performances will be ad-

judicated by Dave Bennet. Dave 
is an experienced actor, director 
and lecturer in theatre and dra-
ma. He has developed courses for 
the SQA and is a senior external 
verifier in drama and theatre 
arts. As well as teaching the next 
generation of professionals, 
Dave has a very strong interest 
in amateur drama and delivers 
workshops to amateur groups on 
acting and directing.

So come along to the Corran 
Halls at the end of March, enjoy 
a great evening’s entertainment, 
and give your support to the teams, 
young and old, who have worked so 
hard to put on their plays.

New faces will feature at 20th Lorn Drama Festival

Oban former pupils celebrate 50th anniversary
Membersof the Oban 
High School Former 
Pupils’ Association 
celebrated the 
organisation’s 50th 
anniversary with a civic 
reception and tour of 
the school on Saturday 
March 11, hosted by 
councillor Roddy 
McCuish and head 
teacher Peter Bain, 
followed by their 
annual dinner at the 
Royal Hotel in the 
evening.

Left to right: Susan Sinclair, Alasdair Sinclair, Graham McAdie, Jean Ferguson, 
Douglas Boyd, Anne Boyd, Mary Bowman, Anne English, Drew Noble and 

Jennifer Vapon.
Left to right: Ruth Oliver, Mairi Dunbar, Charles Kirkpatrick, Anne Byiers, Very 

Rev Dr Angus Morrison (guest speaker), Catherine Dowell.
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THE 34th Highlands 
and Islands Music and 
Dance Festival will take 
place in venues all over 
Oban from April 27 
to May 1 and this year 
the festival is stretching 
itself over five days to 
make time for every 
competitor.

This year sees changes 
to the committee, with 
Breege Smyth taking 
over as chairperson of 
the festival from Prof 
Donald MacLean. 

Breege is anxious to 
build on the good work 
Donald has done over the 
past five years to promote 
and grow the festival.

The festival attracts 
more than 3,000 visitors 
to Oban with over 1,100 
participants taking part 
in 125 competitions with 

an economic impact 
worth £3 million to the 
area. This year the fes-
tival has been extended 
to accommodate the re-
cord number of dancers 
from all over Scotland 
wishing to take part.

Themes for the 
Scottish Choreography 
Challenge range from 
‘Scotland – A Spirit of 
It’s own’ to 'History and 
Heritage'.

The Corran Halls and 
Atlantis Leisure Centre 
will be awash with col-
our as the dancers take 
to the stage. Members 
of the public are very 
welcome to come along 
and enjoy the spectacle.

Along with dance, 
performers compete 
in piano, clarsach, 
woodwind and brass, 

fiddle, piping and drum, 
fiddle and accordion, 
and vocal. The festival 
committee is grateful 
to local businesses that 
sponsor and support the 
competitions.

A new addition to the 
festival programme is a 
ceilidh at Skipinnish on 
the Saturday night.

Ceol an Aire will 
entertain festival-goers 
with some well-known 
foot-tapping tunes. 
Tickets for this event 
will go on sale shortly.

Stafford Street and 
Station Square will host 
live stages with perform-
ers in dance and music.

Breege is encouraging 
everyone to visit the 
town and savour the 
atmosphere over the 
holiday weekend.

A SEARCH has begun 
for 200 young ambas-
sadors aged eight to 
26 for Scotland’s Year 
of Young People 2018 
(YOYP 2018).

On the milestone of 
300 days to go until 
the year starts, Mark 
McDonald, Scottish 
Government minister 
for childcare and early 
years, also launched 
a new website, event 
funding and the official 
logo for YOYP 2018.

The ambassadors’ 
roles will be to ‘ensure 
people and organi-
sations in their com-
munities know about 
what’s happening’, 
and ‘lead on projects 
and activities to create 
events and opportuni-
ties to celebrate young 
people’.

Mr McDonald com-
mented: ‘The Year of 
Young People 2018 will 
be a great opportunity 
to showcase one of 

Scotland’s greatest 
strengths – our young 
people. It will be an op-
portunity to celebrate 
their amazing talents 
and achievements and 
we hope everyone will 
join in. We want to en-
sure YOYP is both for 
and by young people.’

For further infor-
mation on what’s hap-
pening or to apply to 
be an ambassador and 
get involved, visit www.
yoyp2018.scot.

Search begins for Scotland's young ambassadors

The Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival.

Highlands and Islands festival 
expands to cater for record entry

Celebrate Mum 
on March 26
The tradition 

of Mothering 
Sunday dates 
back hundreds 

of years to Britain's early 
Christians, who celebrat-
ed a mothers' festival 
on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent in honour of the 
Virgin Mary. Some say 
that this festival replaced 
the pagan celebration 
of the Roman mother 
goddess, Cybele, which 
goes back thousands of 
years. 

These days, Mother's 
Day is all about treating 
Mum like the queen that 
she is, and there are lots 
of ways to make sure 
she has a wonderful 
time, from a special gift 
to afternoon tea at her 
favourite cafe. 

Stuck for ideas? We've 
got some inspiration, 

and our advertisers are 
here to take the stress 
out of finding the perfect 
gift or experience. 

One of the best ways 
to treat Mum is to take 
on her chores and let 
her sit back and relax. 
You might be surprised 
how much she does on 
a daily basis, so let her 
off the  hook and offer to 
tidy the kitchen, take out 
the rubbish, do laundry 
or weed the garden. 
Better yet, give Mum 
an entire weekend off 
and let her have a much 
needed lie in!  

Everyone knows that 
sometimes it is the 
little things that mean 
the most. Many mums 
appreciate a bouquet 
of flowers or a piece of 
customised jewellery 
that reminds her of how 

much you love her. If 
you feel like splurging a 
bit, consider planning a 
pampering experience 
together. That could 
range from a weekend 
retreat at a country inn 
or a spa day. Have the 
whole family pool their 
resources so that no one 
breaks the bank. 

If you don't yet have a 
tradition for celebrating 
Mother's Day, why not 
start a new one? Take a 
family photo at the same 
location every year, 
go out for a picnic at a 
place she loves or make 
a reservation at her 
favourite restaurant. No 
matter what she chooses 
to do, make sure to keep 
your phone tucked away 
and give Mum your full 
time and attention- after 
all, she deserves it!

HappyHappy
Mothers Day

3 High Street, Oban 
01631 566696
Monday 9am - 3pm, Tuesday 9am - 5pm, 
Wednesday 9am - 6pm, Thursday 9am - 8pm, 
Friday 9am - 6pm, Saturday 9am - 4pm

TREAT YOUR 
MUM THIS 
MOTHERS DAY 
with a gift 
voucher and 
receive a 
free deep 
conditioning 
treatment

Application Form
Name. .............................................................................................................................
Address. .........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Email ..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child (£11)�  Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. .............................................................................................................................
Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)

Name..............................................................................................................................
Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)

Name..............................................................................................................................
Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)

� I have enclosed all photographs required � Cheque enclosed (postal applications only)

2017 APPLICATION FORM
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Adult 
£13.40

Children
£11 

Annual pass 
READER OFFER
Pay once and come back all year when you claim your 12-month local resident’s Sea Life Annual 
Pass for the cost of just one admission.  Customers can use their pass at both the Oban and Loch 
Lomond Sea Life sites. Visit the seal sanctuary on the shores of Loch Creran near Oban or see 
Scotland’s only Giant Green Sea Turtle at the Loch Lomond Sea Life Aquarium.

Claim your pass, using the Oban Times application form, and pay just £13.40. A child’s annual pass will 
cost just £11. Children under three go free of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you to 12 months 
unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary Oban and Sea Life Loch Lomond Aquarium, 20% 
discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary and Loch Lomond gift shops, 20% off hot drinks at the centres, a half 
price guide book and entry to our special events at both sites, including our Easter Eggstravaganza and 
Santa at Sea Life fun day to name a few.

To claim this offer complete the below application form and, along with an up-to-date passport sized 
photograph, take it along to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban (photos are required for both adult and 
child passes). This offer is valid until March 31, 2017. You can also post your application, complete with 
a stamped self-addressed envelope, photo and a cheque for the appropriate amount, made payable to 
Merlin Entertainments, to Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE.

Terms and conditions apply. Photocopied application forms will not be accepted.Offer valid until March 31, 2017. Digital users: If 
you are reading the digital edition of The Oban Times and would like to apply for this offer, please call 01631 568000 or email your 
name, postal address and email address to readeroffer@obantimes.co.uk and we will arrange the relevant form to be posted to you.

Cafes, pubs and hotels 
are all joining in the 
festival spirit by hosting 
live music events over 
the five days.

If you would like more 
information about how 
you can get involved 
in hosting a festival 
event, sponsoring one 

of the competitions or 
wish to perform as part 
of the festival, then 
please contact info@
festivaloban.org.
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Terms and conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2017 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 15, 2013, and must live in Argyll & Bute or in postcode areas PH30-PH44, PH49, PH50 and the Isle of Skye. The closing date for entries is midnight, March 24, 2017. Only one entry per child. By entering the competition and by filling in the 
parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. Poor quality photographs will not 
be accepted as an entry.  By sending us your photograph you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

competition 2017
Enter your little 
bundle of joy 
today for your 
chance to win

Courtesy of

of Tesco 
vouchers.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their 
favourite kiddy-winks in the supplement. We will then 
break it down to three further rounds of top 30, 20 and 
finally top 10. From the top 10, the baby with the most 
votes will be crowned The Oban Times’ Bonniest Baby 
2017. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2017 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our 
delightful Bonnie Babies 2017 supplement 
in a future edition of The Oban Times – a 
lovely little keepsake to show your children 
when they are older. 

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2017 
competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 
15, 2013 and must live in Argyll & Bute or in postcode areas PH30-
PH44, PH49, PH50 and the Isle of Skye. Look out the most ador-
able photo of your gorgeous little one and enter online by visiting 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

£500 Courtesy of

The closing date for entries is 
midnight, March 24, 2017.

WHILE their energy 
and youthful enthusi-
asm might point to a 
choir in the first flush of 
youth, Taynuilt Gaelic 
Choir will be celebrat-
ing its 20th anniversary 
this year.

It was late 1996 when 
Margaret McLellan, 
formerly of Harris 
but then resident in 
Taynuilt, asked around 
for like-minded souls to 
join her in some singing, 
some Gaelic and per-
haps some competing. 
The rest is history.

Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Thaigh an Uillt compet-
ed in its first National 
Mod in Inverness in 
October 1997 under 
the guidance of its first 
conductor, Neil Sinclair.

Joy McAllister and 
Ann Barlow have also 
both taken the reins be-
fore its current conduc-
tor, Audrey Paterson.

The choir competes in 
a category which has no 
fluent Gaelic require-
ment and as a result 
many choir members 
need a bit of phonetic 
guidance, which has 
been ably provided by 

THE road in Argyll 
which inspired the 
Beatles’ hit The Long and 
Winding Road is to fea-
ture in a new exhibition 
of paintings by Scottish 
artist John Lowrie Mor-
rison, known as Jolomo.

Paintings of the Skipness 
road down the east coast 
of the Mull of Kintyre 
feature in Jolomo: Seasons 
of Argyll, which opened at 
Gallery Q in Dundee on 
Saturday.

John, who lives in 
Tayvallich, said: ‘Paul 
McCartney said the road 
which inspired the song 
was the B842 which runs 
to Skipness, Carradale 
and on to Campeltown, 
near his farmhouse on 
the Mull of Kintyre. I’ve 
painted the beginning of 
the road, where there is a 
red-roofed cottage.

‘As a Beatles fan and 
a McCartney fan all 
through the 1960s, it was 
always a great connec-
tion for me. We used to 
see him and his family 
often in Lochgilphead 
and Ardrishaig when the 
McCartneys lived on the 
Mull of Kintyre.’

The exhibition at Taynuilt Gaelic Choir at its outing in Inverness in 2014.

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir is set to 
celebrate 20th anniversary

Jolomo exhibition puts 
focus � rmly on Argyll

Gallery Q in Dundee's 
Nethergate, which is 
John’s first in 2017, 
features new paintings 
which celebrate the 
landscapes of Argyll 
through all four seasons, 
from blue skies and wild 
flowers in summer, to 
stormy skies and winter 
snows.

John said: ‘I’m always 
drawn back to painting 
Argyll. The light here is 
wonderful, and it varies 

so much from season to 
season – even from day 
to day. Every time I look 
at the landscape there is 
something new to see.

‘I wanted to do an ex-
hibition which brought 
together paintings from 
all four seasons because 
it highlights the con-
trasts in the light and 
the colours. 

'Even in winter, there 
is a lot of colour, the 
light creates surprising 

colours on the snow and 
in the sky.’

John trained at Glas-
gow School of Art and 
taught for 25 years be-
fore taking up painting 
full-time in 1997. His 
expressionist landscapes 
in bold colours quickly 
made him one of Scot-
land’s most successful 
artists, with celebrities 
such as Sting, Madonna 
and Rick Stein buying 
his work.

five Gaelic tutors over 
the years, with John 
MacFarlane currently 
holding the post with 
great skill and diplo-
macy over Oban Gaelic 
versus Mull or Loch-
aber pronunciations.

Over the years the 
choir has seen signif-
icant success at the 
National Mod, winning 
the Sheriff McMaster 
competition for the 
first time in Dunoon 
in 2000, which has 
been followed by other 
successes.

Individuals within 
the choir are a talented 
bunch too and the 
choir can boast a gold 
medallist, three silver 
pendant winners and 
three Oban Times 
gold medallists within 
its number, while Joy 
Dunlop, Audrey Pat-
erson, Nicola Pearson 
and Rachael Deans 
have all tasted success 
in the duet and quartet 
competitions at Na-
tional Mod level.

It’s not only Scotland 
where the choir has 
tasted success: it has 
enjoyed sunny days at 

the Yn Chruinnaght 
Inter-Celtic Festival in 
the Isle of Man as well 
as twice participating 
in the Pan-Celtic 
International Festival 
in Ireland.

Wanting to reach 
out beyond Taynuilt, 
they were the first 
Gaelic choir to set 
up a website and this 
led to an association 
with the Alma Choir 
from Michigan, USA, 

which always includes 
Taynuilt on its tour 
itinerary when it visits 
Scotland.

For 20 years the 
choir has aimed to 
further an appreci-
ation of the Gaelic 
language through the 
beauty of its music and 
the fruits of its voices 
can be found on the 
two stunning choir 
albums they’ve pro-
duced.

Choir members con-
tinue to work together 
and laugh together 
and look forward to 
celebrating 20 years 
with supporters 
of the choir in the 
Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls.

With friends old 
and new, with good 
food and great music 
Saturday March 25 
should be a night to 
remember.
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Around the markets
ISLAY - United Auctions had 
1,009 grazing cattle forward at 
their first spring sale at Islay 
Auction Mart on Saturday 
March 11. A large attendance 
of mainland buyers ensured a 
firm trade prevailed through-
out the day’s proceedings. Bull-
ocks sold to average £891.89 
per head or 243.5 pence per 
kilo against £869.72 and 233 
pence last year while heifers 
levelled out at £765.98 per 
head and 230.3 pence per kilo 
against £779.99 and 222 pence 
last year. Bullocks sold to a top 
price of £1,400 per head and 
324 pence per kilo, both being 
consigned by M/s McMillan, 
Ardbeg. Heifers from the 
Tallant consignment sold to 
£1,320 per head while again 
Ardbeg led the kilo prices in 
this section at 296 pence.
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks.
AAx: £1030 – Eorrabus and 
Tallant : £1000 – Daill : £960 – 
Eorrabus : £940 – Scarrabus : 
£920 – Tallant.
BRBx: £1060 – Knocklearach : 
£930 – Octofad.
BAx: £830 – Carrabus.
BLG: £650(3) – Ballymeanach.
CHARx: £1170 – Tallant : 
£1080 – Carrabus : £1060(7) 
– Craigens : £1030 – Aoradh, 
Eorrabus(5) and Tallant(3) 
: £1010(9) – Craigens : 
£1000(5) – Octofad : £980(6) 
– Craigens : £970 – Eorrabus 
: £960 – Eorrabus(9) 
and Claggan : £950 – Eorrabus 
: £940 – Aoradh and Octofad 
: £930 – Craigens(5), Octofad, 
Aoradh(10) : £910 – Claggan : 
£900(5) – Octomore.
HERx: £890 – Kilchiaran.
LIMx: £1400 and £1120 – 

Ardbeg : £1100(2) – Kilchiaran 
: £1090 – Ardbeg(2), Balaclava 
and Lossit(2) : £1080 – Uisken-
tuie : £1070 – Ardbeg(11), 
Lossit(2) and Uiskentuie : 
£1060(4) – Lossit : £1050 – 
Eorrabus(2), Octofad and 
Lossit(3) : £1030(2) – Eorrabus 
: £1020(3) – Ardbeg : £1010 
– Aoradh(4) and Tallant(5) 
: £1000 – Starchmill(7) and 
Claggan : £980(12) – Octofad 
: £970 – Ardbeg(4) and 
Coillabus : £960(4) – Eorrabus 
: £950 – Ballychattrigan(2) and 
Balaclava(2) : £940 – Octofad, 
Aoradh(12) and Eorrabus(11) 
: £930(2) – Octofad : £920 – 
Tallant(16), Ardbeg(3), Grulin-
beg and Blackrock(3) : £910 
– Uiskentuie(4) and Ardbeg(6) 
: £900 – Claggan(2), Uiskentu-
ie(7), Starchmill(4), Aoradh(9), 
Tallant(6) and Octofad(3).
LHx: £680 – Daill.
LUIx: £720(9) – Duich.
SIMx: £940(3) – Cladville.
WBSHx: £890(4) – Aoradh.
Heifers
AAx: £890 – Craigens : £800(5) 
– Eorrabus.
BAx: £700(2) – Carrabus.
CHARx: £1320 and £970(4) 
– Tallant : £930(3) – Aoradh : 
£920(10) – Eorrabus.
LIMx: £1050(2) – Eorrabus : 
£1040(4) – Ardbeg : £1030 – 
Claggan : £1000 – Uiskentuie : 
£970 – Octofad : £930 – Ard-
beg(3) and Lossit(9) : £920(2) 
– Eorrabus : £910 – Claggan : 
£900 – Ballychattrigan(3) and 
Tallant.
SIMx: £930(2) – Cladville.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks.
AAx: 280p(6) – Knockrome 
: £263p(11) and 260p(5) – 
Tallant : 255p – Craigens : 246p 
– Knocklearach.

BRBx: 250p – Knocklearach.
BAx: 211p – Carrabus.
BLGx: 206p(3) – Bally-
meanach.
CHARx: 285p(4) – Tallant : 
278p(5) and 277p(3) – Aoradh 
: 265p(3) – Tallant : 263p(3) – 
Carrabus : 262p(5) – Ballinaby 
: 259p – Woodend : 255p – 
Aoradh(8) and Craigens(7) 
: 253p(7) – Aoradh : 251p(4) 
– Eorrabus : 249p – Ballina-
by(5) and Claggan : 248p(2) 
– Claggan : 245p(3) – Aoradh : 
244p(9) – Eorrabus : 243p – 
Kinnabus : 240p – Carrabus(2) 

and Octofad(5).
LIMx: 324p – Ardbeg : 292p(4) 
– Blackrock: 289p(3) – Ardbeg 
: 284p(6) – Tallant : 280p(6) 
– Ardbeg : 274p(5) – Aoradh 
: 273p(2) – Smaladh : 268p 
– Ardbeg(2) and Tallant(5) : 
267p(4) and 266p(6) – Ardbeg 
: 266p(2) – Starchmill : 265p – 
Grulinbeg and Lossit(4) : 264p 
– Uiskentuie(7) and Ardbeg(3) 
: 263p(2) – Ardbeg : 261p(3) – 
Blackrock : 260p – Uiskentuie 
: 259p and 258p(2) – Ardbeg : 
257p – Grulinbeg : 256p(2) – 
Starchmill : 255p(7) – Aoradh 

: 255p(4) and 254p – Octofad : 
254p – Tallant(3) and Ao-
radh(9) : 253p – Tallant(7) and 
Lossit(2) : 252p(6) – Kinnabus 
: 251p – Starchmill(4), Eorra-
bus(3) and Octofad(2) : 250p 
– Tallant(9) and Ardbeg(2).
LIUx: 260p(9) – Duich.
SIMx: 268p(3) – Cladville.
Heifers
AAx: 268p – Grulinbeg.
CHARx: 266p(5), 264p(2), 
253p(3) and 251p(4) – Tallant 
: 249p(12) – Aoradh : 248p(2) 
– Blackrock : 247p(4) – Aoradh 
: 245p(3) – Carrabus : 244p(2) 

– Tallant : 242p – Aoradh and 
Blackrock(4) : 241p – Ballina-
by(3), Eorrabus and Aoradh(6) 
: 240p(8) – Aoradh.
LIMx: 296p(3) and 274p(4) – 
Ardbeg : 261p – Smaladh(2) 
and Ardbeg(5) : 255p(7) and 
254p(9) – Tallant : 252p(10) 
– Uiskentuie : 248p(3) and 
247p(2) – Ardbeg : 245p – 
Balaclava(3) and Grulinbeg 
: 244p(2) – Coillabus : 242p(7) 
– Aoradh : 241p – Eorrabus 
and Kinnabus(6) : 240p – Pairc 
A Chlassan, Eorrabus(2), 
Ardbeg(3) and Starchmill(9).
SIMx: 240p – Starchmill.

OBAN – Caledonian Marts Ltd 
sold 32 store cattle, breeding 
and OTM cattle, and 671 store 
hoggets and feeding ewes.
Bullocks averaged 232ppkg, 
selling to 258ppkg for Lim-
ousins from Keppoch Farms, 
Roy Bridge, Fort William, and 
to £760 (twice) from the same 
home and A Wallace, House of 
Keil, Duror.
Heifers averaged 225ppkg, 
selling to 264ppkg for 
Limousins again from Keppoch 
Farms and to £740 (twice) from 
M Poulton, Iochdar, Bunessan, 
and A Wallace, House of Keil, 
Duror.
In-calf cows sold to £750 
(twice) from W McPhail, 
Ensay, Calgary, Dervaig.
Leading prices per head - 
hoggs
Suffolk hoggets - £50 Torbhlar-
en and Upper Largie
Chev hoggets - £48 Leckuary
Mule hoggets - £48 Scam-
madale
Texel hoggets - £45 Leckuary
BF hoggets - £44 Soroba
Leading prices per head - ewes 
and tups

Texel tup - £70 Inion
Suffolk tup - £69 Drumvore
Chev tup - £54 Glengorm 
&amp; Lochbuie
BF tup - £50 Mingary
Chev ewes - £53 Shenavallie
Mule ewes - £50 Strongorm
Chev x ewes - £48 Dunach
BF ewes - £40 Ardlarach, 
Glengorm and Ardencalpe.

STIRLING – United Auctions 
(Thursday March 9) sold 6,172 
prime sheep including 4,365 
hoggs selling to an average of 
159.2ppk and 1,807 ewes and 
rams.
Hoggs (4,365) - Ballechin (Btex) 
£98.50; Easter Buchlyvie (Cross) 
£90.50; West Thomson (Tex) 
£90.; Easter Buchlyvie(Suff) 
£84; Newmains (Chev) £83; 
Woodhead of Cairness (HB) 
£78; Glendamph (BF) £78; 
Wester Forret (Chev/Mule) £75; 
Woodhead of Cairness (BL) 
£75; Kaemuir (Mule) £73.50; 
Quinloch (BFL) £66.
Hoggs (4,365)- Kinloch (Btex) 
227ppk; Easter Buchlyvie 
(Cross) 201ppk; Luckenburn 
(Tex) 200ppk; Stanley (Chev) 
183ppk; Clunebeg (Suff) 
172ppk; Dunruchan (BF) 
168ppk; Balgonar (Mule) 
164ppk; Wester Forret (Chev/
Mule)139ppk.
Ewes (1,807)- Halbeath (Tex) 
£150; Flass (Lley) £98; Ball-
ingall (Cross) £94; Halbeath 
(Zwa) £91; Easter Littleward 
(HB) £90; Wester Forret (Suff) 
£90; West Lethans (Btex) 
£86; Headshaw (Chev) £81; 
Ballingall (Mule) £79; Rossie 
(Easy) £72; Coates (BF) £57.
Tups (38)- Kinloch (Tex) £108; 
Flass (Lley) £87; Kileddan 
(BFL) £81; Newhouse of 
Glamis (Chev) £79.

There was an excellent turnout for the cattle sale on Islay.

The new camera enables swift response to calving or lambing problems.

Camera keeps an eye 
on calving and lambing
By Ewen Campbell, SRUC’s 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
research farms manager.

THE days are getting a bit 
longer now, even if the temper-
ature is still low, and although 
the weather has been change-
able the stock generally have 
wintered well.

The ewes have just been ultra-
sound pregnancy scanned and 
the results are encouraging. The 
ewes from our research flock 
(400 Scottish Blackfaces and 
200 Lleyns) were roughly 10 per 
cent up on last year and had less 
barren than in previous years.

The Scottish Blackface 
ewes scanned at 137 per 
cent (barren rate eigh tper cent), 
while the Lleyn ewes scanned at 
144 per cent (barren rate six per 
cent). These barren rates are 
still a bit high in comparison to 
commercial flocks where you 
would expect less than five per 
cent but this is partly because 
they are a research flock and as 
such are more challenged.

The ewes from our high hill 
flocks (Auchtertyre and Corrie) 
were a struggle to get in due 
to the snow but were in good 
condition for the time of year. 
The Auchtertyre ewes scanned 
out at 108 per cent, with a bar-
ren rate of 14 per cent.

This barren rate is a bit high, 
and we found that the gimmers 
(ewes who were put to the tup for 
the first time) had a particularly 
high barren percentage, dragging 
the rest of the flock down. So, we 
will have to try to find out what 
may have been the cause of this.

The Corrie ewes were mated 

with the Black Welsh moun-
tain and Swaledale tups, and 
they scanned out at 120 per 
cent (six per cent barren). In 
contrast to Auchtertyre, the 
Corrie gimmers did well at 114 
per cent with only five per 
cent barren.

Although the mild winter will 
have played its part, these re-
sults also reflect our increased 
emphasis on our inbye grass-
land management and espe-
cially ensuring that we still had 
grass available in the run-up to 
tupping time last November.

All in all the results are very 

encouraging and I am pleased 
with what we are seeing this 
year.

Speaking of grassland, we 
just held another meeting of 
our Kirkton Grassland Group. 
A small group of farmers and 
consultants came to hear about 
the progress in our grassland 
management. The focus this 
time around was on soil and soil 
structure and we spent a good 
few hours out in the fields test-
ing soil compaction and digging 
soil pits to see what was going 
on under the sward.

We had some very interesting 

discussions, particularly about 
how best to reseed one of our 
fields where the soil is especial-
ly shallow, and also about what 
may have caused rushes to start 
appearing in the middle of one 
of the fields reseeded four years 
ago.

This has given me plenty of 
food for thought and empha-
sised to everyone present that 
getting grassland management 
right can be a complex process.

The cows are also doing well, 
and calving is in full swing. So 
far, we’ve had 10 calves from our 
shorthorn bull, seven bulls and 

three heifers. Although mainly 
black, they are a variety of 
colours including red, speckled 
and we even have a pure white 
one.

We have also just installed 
a remote-control calving cam-
era in the shed, which means 
we now have ‘eyes’ on the 
cattle and sheep pens 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

This will allow us to see and 
sort out any calving or lambing 
problems in the middle of the 
night much earlier than might 
otherwise have been the case. 
The camera can be accessed 
from our phones as well as our 
computers and this is proving to 
be very helpful.

Finally, we have had some 
visitors last week. Students from 
Harper Adams (down in Eng-
land) have had their annual visit 
to the farm. Around 25 students 
and their teachers came to see 
our handling facilities, hearing 
about our research projects 
relating to breeding and the use 
of electronic tagging (EID) for 
sheep management.

They were in luck as we 
were weighing the ewes 
post-scanning to put them in 
their respective feeding groups. 
The students were able to have 
a proper hands-on experience.

We also managed to go up 
the hill in-between two sleety 
showers. We talked about sheep 
systems history in Scotland, bi-
odiversity and other land-uses 
(we even mentioned the nearby 
gold mine), finishing with a tour 
of our wigwams, to talk about 
on-farm diversification.

Quite a busy day!

Fish farming fi rm 
offers careers advice
SCOTLAND’S largest produc-
er of farmed trout has taken 
part in a jobs fair in Oban to 
tell local people about the wide 
range of careers available in the 
industry in Argyll.

The event, jointly organised 
by Argyll and Bute Employabil-
ity Partnership and local MSP 
Michael Russell, took place in 
the Corran Halls on Tuesday 
March 7.

Dawnfresh aims to produce 
high quality seafood to provide 
an alternative source of fish that 
consumers can enjoy, with the 
company using the event to de-
scribe the wide range of careers 
available with the company.

Dawnfresh is particularly 
focused on encouraging young 
people to stay in Argyll with ca-
reers in the local area including 
working in production, techni-
cal, fish health and veterinary 
services, quality and compli-
ance, safety, environmental 
regulation or administration.

Alison Hutchins, farming 
operations development man-
ager for Dawnfresh, said: ‘It 
was fantastic to take part in this 
careers fair to tell people more 
about the wide range of jobs 
Dawnfresh offer at our sites in 

Argyll at Loch Etive and Loch 
Awe.

‘Dawnfresh provides high-
value, long-term, year-round 
jobs in rural areas of Scotland 
which often lack large em-
ployers. We place particular 
emphasis on hiring people from 
Argyll and are proud that most 
of our current team are from the 
local area.

‘We take their development 
seriously and invest heavily in 
training and skills as we believe 
this allows them not only to be 
more effective employees but to 
play key roles in their commu-
nity, using the knowledge and 
experience they gain with us 
to give something back to the 
wider community.’

Dawnfresh’s Alison Hutchins 
and Matthew Anderson.

Pay deal for farm workers
A MINIMUM level of pay for 
agricultural workers has been 
agreed by the Scottish Agricul-
tural Wages Board (SAWB).

The following changes in ag-
ricultural wage rates come into 
effect as from April 1:

A single minimum hourly 
rate of £7.50 for all agricultural 
workers, irrespective of age and 
duties, that is equal to the UK’s 
national living wage.

The overtime rate for workers 
during the first 26 weeks of 

employment will start after 48 
hours in the week is worked 
and at the rate of 1.5 times the 
agreed hourly rate.

The overtime rate for all work-
ers after 26 weeks’ continuous 
employment will start after 39 
hours is worked at the rate of 
1.5 times the agreed hourly rate.

An hourly rate of £4.40 (an 
increase of 38p per hour) for 
workers who undertake a level 
two modern apprenticeship in 
agriculture.
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SAC Consulting will be 
holding IACS Surgeries 
throughout Argyll, 
Lochaber. 
Make sure you maximise 
your farm support 
payments from the CAP 
system by getting us 
to complete your IACS 
forms.

IACS  
2017

SAC Consulting is a division of SRUC
Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting

SRUC is a charity registered in Scotland , No. SC003712        321579 AD 13.3.2017

To book your appointment please contact:  
Oban Tel: 01631 563093
Campbeltown Tel: 01586 552502 

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

10:30am Wednesday 29th March 2017 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Over 200 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery HGV’s, Vans, Trailers, 
Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors Tools & Equipment etc.

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com

For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

All Items Subject to Arrival

Municipal & Contractors 
Collective Auction

Auction Markets at Stirling; Islay; 
Uist; Tiree; Dalmally: Lairg& Huntly

Displenishing & Agricultural Sales
conducted in any district. Valuations for Transfer,

Probate Duty and for all other purposes carefully executed.
Ample keep and accommodation available for stock sent 
previous to and after Sales. Stock carefully attended to by 

full time Stockmen.
Customers wishing particular classes of stock which are 

unobtainable locally, the Auctioneers will arrange supplies 
from their many contacts throughout the country.

A direct Marketing Service for all classes Cattle & Sheep
Operates from our base at Moleigh.

This service has proved most successful over the years 
and new enquiries are invited.

Please enquire with our Auctioneers for more details.
List of all special Sales at all our various centres available 

on request.
Area Offi ce, Moleigh, Oban. PA34 4QR

Tel: 01631 562233

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Fencing 
materials, 
timbers, 
gates, 
handling 
equipment, 
electric 
fencing

AS SPRING quickly approaches, this 
is a busy time for farmers and crofters 
with calving and lambing in full swing. 
In addition, it is also time for the 
annual IACS form to be completed 
and submitted. These forms are the 
cornerstone for claiming all farm 
support payments, without which vir-
tually no business in the more fragile 
West Coast areas would be profitable. 
Support includes the area based Basic 
Payment Scheme, Less Favoured Area 
Support Scheme, the more targeted 
support such as Scottish Suckler Beef 
Support Scheme, Scottish Sheep Up-
land Support Scheme and the habitat 
management schemes such as Rural 
Priorities and Agri-environment and 
Climate Scheme.

Although the UK is leaving the 
EU, farm support payments will still 
continue up to and including 2020. 

So the annual IACS form remains of 
vital importance for keeping farmers 
and crofters in business for the next 
few years. The contribution farming 
and crofting businesses make to the 
rural community should not be under-
estimated, with recent figures showing 
that every £1 of farm support received 
generates £6 to the rural economy. 

These schemes also ensure that 
farmers and crofters follow a frame-
work for delivering good benefits for 
the public – for example, enhancing 
biodiversity, protecting the environ-
ment, animal welfare and ensuing 
traceability of livestock.

The IACS application process is 
very similar to last year. Most appli-
cations are completed online and the 
deadline is, as usual, May 15.

Niall Campbell, 
SAC Consulting Oban.

NFU SCOTLAND is urging 
farmers and crofters suffering 
from dismal broadband speeds to 
investigate their eligibility for free 
superfast satellite broadband up-
grade under the Digital Scotland 
programme.

A substantial number of farmers 
and crofters across Scotland still 
struggle with poor broadband, cre-
ating frustration when it comes to 
running their business, completing 
forms or accessing the internet.

As part of the Digital Scotland 
plan, the Better Broadband Subsi-
dy Scheme will cover or contribute 
to the cost of installing improved 
wireless or satellite broadband for 
eligible businesses and homes who 
are currently stuck with speeds 

of less than two megabytes per 
second (Mbps).

The scheme offers a voucher 
worth up to £350 for each home 
and business and is part of the 
broader ambition to have the whole 
of the country enjoying superfast 
broadband by 2020.

Under the Scheme, Digital Scot-
land has released an initial 2,000 
postcodes that automatically qual-
ify to receive a voucher towards 
a broadband upgrade. A further 
tranche of postcodes covering the 
Highlands and Islands is expected 
in due course.

To assist its members, NFU 
Scotland has announced a new 
partnership with Avonline Broad-
band to provide satellite services 

to members struggling to access 
acceptable speeds.

As part of the service, members 
can contact Avonline direct on 
0303 303 3131 or email:nfus@
avonline.co.uk.  Avonline will also 
be able to advise members on 
whether their postcode qualifies 
for the Better Broadband Subsidy 
Scheme. If eligible, the voucher 
will provide free hardware and in-
stallation. Working with Avonline, 
the NFUS has also managed to 
negotiate savings on wifi routers.

As a long-term partner for NFU 
England and Wales, Avonline’s 
team is experienced at handling 
broadband inquires, from the 
initial telephone call right through 
to the installation of the system.

Deadline for payments looms

NFU SCOTLAND’S latest Shelfwatch, 
taking in 35 stores nationwide, has found a 
huge variance in the support being shown by 
supermarkets to Scottish lamb. 

With lambing time just around the corner, 
members and staff at NFUS have been vis-
iting supermarkets across Scotland to iden-
tify the amount of Scottish lamb on shelves.  
More than two-thirds of the lamb offered on 
supermarket shelves was found to be Scottish 
or British, but NFUS believes that this is a 
figure that can be significantly improved by 
greater retailer support. 

While Scottish lamb production tradition-
ally falls toward the start of spring, Scottish 
farmers believe that there is still enough 
lamb to fill Scottish store shelves and meet 
the year-round demand from shoppers for 
local, tasty home-produced lamb. 

While there is some welcome strengthening 
of support for the sector in some supermar-
ket chains, the latest lamb watch reveals that 
some retailers are still stocking significant 
amounts of imported lamb. 

The results reveal an honouring of the com-
mitment made by Marks and Spencer to sell 
exclusively home-produced lamb in Scotland, 
achieved following NFUS lobbying. It is joined 
by Aldi and Lidl stores in having 
the highest proportion 
of British and 
Scottish lamb 
on shelves. 

NFU Scotland members expressed concern 
that Morrisons, a longstanding supporter of 
Scottish and British farmers, had worrying 
volumes of imported lamb available and 
NFUS has contacted the retailer on the 
matter. 

Sainsbury’s, Waitrose and the Co-op were 
found to have the largest percentage volumes 
of imported lamb.  

The Co-op has previously pledged to 
NFU Scotland that, from May 2017, it will 
exclusively source home-produced lamb for 
its stores. 

NFU Scotland will continue to press 
Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose 
for a strengthened commitment to home-
produced lamb. 

Looking at the results, livestock committee 
chairman Charlie Adam said: ‘With lambing 
just around the corner, Scottish farmers, 
crofters and shoppers will be happy to hear 
that most stores visited had Scottish and 
British lamb in stock and I would encourage 
anyone to buy Scottish lamb and support 
local food production. 

‘Some members taking part in this latest 
Shelfwatch were justifiably angry at the 
levels of imported lamb in certain stores.  
We have contacted those retailers, not just 
expressing our concerns, but to point out 
the great support that others are showing to 
Scottish sheep producers and their custom-
ers through their lamb sales. 

‘It is positive to see the continued commit-
ment to sourcing Scottish and British lamb 
from Marks and Spencer, Aldi and Lidl and 
this must be commended. Members found 
that the Co-op carried 
very little home-
produced lamb but it 
is important to note 
that it has committed to 
exclusively sourcing home-
produced lamb for its supply chain 
in from May onwards. 

‘As well as working with supermarkets to 
increase the amount of our lamb on shop 
shelves, we also want to see what we can do 
collectively to increase lamb consumption 
in Scotland and we look forward to working 
with supermarkets to achieve this in the 
future, building on Scotch lamb promotions 
and the many lamb tastings that NFUS 
and others have held around the coun-
try in recent years. 

‘Overall, our Shelfwatchers 
found 69 per cent of the lamb 
on shelves was produced in 
the UK and we want to see 
this proportion rise in future 
years. We continue to urge 
our members to keep an 
eye on shop shelves and let 
us know both good news 
and bad news on Scottish 
lamb being offered.’

Shelfwatch reveals mixed support from 
Scottish supermarkets for home-produced lamb
supermarkets to Scottish lamb. 

With lambing time just around the corner, 
members and staff at NFUS have been vis-
iting supermarkets across Scotland to iden-
tify the amount of Scottish lamb on shelves.  
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supermarket shelves was found to be Scottish 
or British, but NFUS believes that this is a 
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greater retailer support. 

While Scottish lamb production tradition-
ally falls toward the start of spring, Scottish 
farmers believe that there is still enough 
lamb to fill Scottish store shelves and meet 
the year-round demand from shoppers for 
local, tasty home-produced lamb. 

While there is some welcome strengthening 
of support for the sector in some supermar-
ket chains, the latest lamb watch reveals that 
some retailers are still stocking significant 
amounts of imported lamb. 

The results reveal an honouring of the com-
mitment made by Marks and Spencer to sell 
exclusively home-produced lamb in Scotland, 
achieved following NFUS lobbying. It is joined 
by Aldi and Lidl stores in having 
the highest proportion 
of British and 
Scottish lamb 
on shelves. 

volumes of imported lamb available and 
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matter. 

Sainsbury’s, Waitrose and the Co-op were 
found to have the largest percentage volumes 
of imported lamb.  

The Co-op has previously pledged to 
NFU Scotland that, from May 2017, it will 
exclusively source home-produced lamb for 
its stores. 

NFU Scotland will continue to press 
Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose 
for a strengthened commitment to home-
produced lamb. 

Looking at the results, livestock committee 
chairman Charlie Adam said: ‘With lambing 
just around the corner, Scottish farmers, 
crofters and shoppers will be happy to hear 
that most stores visited had Scottish and 
British lamb in stock and I would encourage 
anyone to buy Scottish lamb and support 
local food production. 

‘Some members taking part in this latest 
Shelfwatch were justifiably angry at the 
levels of imported lamb in certain stores.  
We have contacted those retailers, not just 
expressing our concerns, but to point out 
the great support that others are showing to 
Scottish sheep producers and their custom-
ers through their lamb sales. 

this must be commended. Members found 
that the Co-op carried 
very little home-
produced lamb but it 
is important to note 
that it has committed to 
exclusively sourcing home-
produced lamb for its supply chain 
in from May onwards. 

‘As well as working with supermarkets to 
increase the amount of our lamb on shop 
shelves, we also want to see what we can do 
collectively to increase lamb consumption 
in Scotland and we look forward to working 
with supermarkets to achieve this in the 
future, building on Scotch lamb promotions 
and the many lamb tastings that NFUS 
and others have held around the coun-
try in recent years. 

‘Overall, our Shelfwatchers 
found 69 per cent of the lamb 
on shelves was produced in 
the UK and we want to see 
this proportion rise in future 
years. We continue to urge 
our members to keep an 
eye on shop shelves and let 
us know both good news 
and bad news on Scottish 
lamb being offered.’

Spring farming special

Farmers urged to probe free superfast broadband
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed best 

price, no hassle, free collection 
anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 

Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, 

Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, 
X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All 

other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. 

Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written 

o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high 
mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best 
cash price guaranteed.

Tel 01567 830363

SWIFT CHALLENGER 470 SPECIAL EDITION
2berth in excellent condition. 
Totally unmarked inside and 
out. Spacious end shower 
wash room and toilet. Full 
cooker fridge etc. Many 
extras inc � y screens on 
all windows and door. All 
kitchen equipment included 
also gas btls, water container, 
hitchlock etc etc.£2450 Awning £250

Phone Chris: 07721 301419

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1400
2002, excellent 
condition, 74,000 
miles, MoT July 
2017.

£690 ono

Tel: 07885 203020 or email 
gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
Wanted all types of motorhomes and 
caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  

We also buy water damaged or in 
need of repair.  Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0781 8118449

WANTED CARAVAN
Campervan or Motorhome, any make 
or model, MOT failures, non runners, 

damp vans, all considered, cash 
waiting.

TEL 07703490572 
ASK FOR ROBERT

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new 

Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups 
single or double 

cabs, any condition, 
runner or not, high 
miles no problem.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered. Will collect.  

Tel 07799617534

4X4 NISSAN TERRANO II
3.0L SVE Di Turbo, 
MOT till Oct 2017, 
97,000 miles, great 
for towing, 7 seats, 
also another, same 
model for parts - 
engine, gearbox etc.

£1975 ono 07881 704 619 
wks@btinternet.com

Ford Transit 100 T350L
D/C RWD 
Tipper, 
100,000 miles,
 MoT 08/2017.

£4,500
(plus VAT). 

01631 720414

YAMAHA 8HP
High thrust 4 stroke with tiler control 

and electric start.

£950 ono

01631 730 124

HYUNDAI GETZ
Silver, 1300cc, 55 plate, MoT July 2017, 

very good condition.

£750

Tel 01700 811569

WESTERLY RENOWN 31 KETCH
With yanmar 30gm 
3 cyl diesel engines 
loa 32”6 lwl 25” beam 
9”6 vhf seperate gps, 
colour gps plotter, 
split battery system, 
electrics rewired and 
lots more information 
available on request.£15,000 ono

Tel: 01583 421138

VW GOLF GTi
Lovely car, great 
condition and well 
maintained. 120,000 
miles. 9 months MOT 
with no advisory 
notes. Petrol. Cream 
leather seats and trim. 
Very reasonably 
priced£1,000 ono

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY
FANTASTIC NEW CAR OFFERS IN STOCK AND READY TO GO!

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

BHDI 120 GT Line Diesel
Red, ex-demo, 5000 miles, glass roof, 
rear parking sensors, apple car play, 
half leather trim.

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

M A N Y  M O R E  V E H I C L E S  O N  S I T E  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

BHDI 100 Allure Diesel
Satin White, 11000 miles, alloys, 
bluetooth, rear parking sensors, auto 
lights/wipers, USB connectivity.

HDI 92 Active Diesel
Silver, 11500 miles, satellite navigation, 
rear parking sensors, bluetooth, alloys, 
climate control, USB connectivity.

2016 (16) Peugeot 208 1.6

Our Price £14,995.00

2016 (16) Peugeot 208 1.6

Our Price £10,995.00

2014 (64) Peugeot 308 1.6

Our Price £10,495.00

PEUGEOT 208
2016 (16) PEUGEOT 208 1.6 
BHDI 75 Allure Diesel. Silver, only 2200 miles, alloys, 
auto lights/wipers, USB.  .................................Now £11795
2016 (16) PEUGEOT 208 1.6 
BHDI 75 Active Diesel. Grey, 9900 miles, alloys, air 
conditioning, bluetooth, USB.  ........................ Now £10495
2014 (64) PEUGEOT 208 1.6 
HDI 92 Allure Diesel. White, 23000 miles, auto lights/
wipers, alloys, private sale. .............................. Now £7795
2014 (14) PEUGEOT 208 1.4 
HDI 70 Access+ Diesel. White, 53100 miles, full service 
history, 1 owners, radio/CD.  ............................ Now £6495

PEUGEOT 308
2014 (63) Peugeot 308 1.6 
HDI 115 Active Diesel. Red, 26000 miles, sat nav, 
upgraded alloys, private sale.  .......................... Now £9695
2012 (12) Peugeot 308 1.6 
HDI 92 SR Diesel. Red, only 29500 miles, satellite 
navigation, alloys, radio/CD.  ............................ Now £5995

OTHER PEUGEOTS 
2013 (13) Peugeot 508 1.6 
HDI 115 Active Diesel. Blue, 35000 miles, bluetooth, 
radio/CD, auto lights/wipers. ............................ Now £8495
2011 (11) Peugeot 3008 1.6 
HDI 112 Sport Diesel. Red, 46000 miles, rear parking 
sensors, alloys, radio/CD. ................................ Now £6995
2007 (07) Peugeot 206 1.4 
HDI 70 Look Diesel. Grey, only 59000 miles, radio/CD 
front fog lamps, central locking.  .......................Now £2495FINANCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Phone 07748 987807

4.2M ZODIAC PRO7 RIB
with centre console 
wheel steering, Yamaha 
F20BEPL 4stroke 
outboard with power 
tilt, Snipe trailer with 
new jockey wheel and 
securing straps, Electric 
bilge pump, paddles, 
kedge anchor and warp£3,250
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OUR FIRST THOUGHT, NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT. 

FORESTER

PCP Representative Example

OTR Cash price £28,440.00 
Customer Deposit £3,616.00
Subaru Deposit 
Contribution £1,000.00
Total Deposit £4,616.00
Total Amount of Credit £23,824.00
Option to Purchase Fee 
(inc. in optional �nal payment)  £10.00
48 Monthly Payments £399.00  
Optional Final Payment £9,273.00 
Total Amount Payable £32,040.50 
Duration of Agreement 49 Months 
Representative APR 6.9% APR
Interest Rate (Fixed) 6.68%

Representative example relates to
Forester 2.0D XC as shown in the image. 
Excluding special paint �nish at £550.

Helensburgh G84 7PJ  

DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP

Helensburgh Subaru
101-103 East Clyde Street

Telephone: 01436 672779
helensburgh-subaru.co.uk

On the road price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and �rst registration fee. With Subaru Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return the vehicle and not pay the Final Payment. If the vehicle has exceeded the allowed mileage a 
charge per excess mile will apply. In this example, 10.5p per excess mile up to 4,999, or for excess mileage of 5,000 or more, a charge of 21.0p will apply to each excess mile above the allowed mileage plus VAT. If the vehicle is in good condition and has not exceeded the allowed mileage you will have nothing 
further to pay. (2) Pay the Final Repayment to own the vehicle. (3) Part exchange the vehicle subject to settlement of your existing �nance agreement; new � nance agreements are subject to status. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years and over. Credit available subject to status. Excludes motability 
and �eet sales. Available at participating dealers only. Not available in conjunction with any other o�ers. O�er is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardi�, CF10 5BH. We may receive commission or other bene�ts from 
introducing you to Subaru Finance. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of other lenders to provide funding. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for an exact quotation. O�er Ends 31st March 2017. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 
5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner). Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicle shown 
is the Subaru Forester 2.0D XC, OTR price of £28,440 plus special paint �nish at £550. Prices correct at time of going to print.

test �gures for comparative purposes and may not re�ect real driving results. 
SUBARU FORESTER Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km): Urban 25.2-39.8 (11.2-7.1); Extra Urban 40.4-57.6 (7.0-4.9); Combined 33.2-49.6 (8.5-5.7). CO 2 Emissions 197-148g/km. MPG �gures are o�cial EU 

RANGE STARTS FROM

£26,180
ONLY £399 PER MONTH + DEPOSIT

 Emissions 197-

/HelensburghSubaru
@HBurghSubaru

ALL-NEW PEUGEOT 3008 SUV 
NAMED CAR OF THE YEAR 2017

•  All-new PEUGEOT 3008 SUV named 2017 Car of 
    the Year in Geneva
•  Marks the 21st prize awarded to the all-new 3008 SUV
•  The all-new 3008 SUV becomes the fifth PEUGEOT 
     to scoop the Car of the Year accolade

THE all-new PEUGEOT 3008 SUV has been 
named the 2017 ‘Car of the Year’ at the Geneva 
Motor Show by a judging panel comprising 58 
European journalists. 
The all-new 3008 SUV impressed the judging 

panel with its combination of style, interior design 
and performance. This prestigious trophy joins 
the 20 other prizes the 3008 SUV has already won 
since its launch at the start of 2017. 
The vehicle is the fifth PEUGEOT to win the Car 

of the Year prize and the first SUV to be honoured 
with the accolade in its history. PEUGEOT’s suc-
cess in the awards dates all the way back to 1969, 
when the 504 saloon scooped the award.
The all-new 3008 SUV majors on technology with 

its state of the art PEUGEOT i-Cockpit® interior 
layout, offering a more intuitive and engaging 
driving experience, with a compact multi-function 
steering wheel, 12.3in head-up digital instrument 
display and 8.0in capacitive touchscreen which 
is accompanied by stylish satin chrome piano key 
toggles. 
The all-new 3008 SUV also offers a number of 

driving aids and other hi-tech equipment, as well 
as seamless connectivity. Nearly 100,000 customers 

have already placed orders in Europe with 84 per 
cent opting for the Allure, GT Line or GT trim. 
The Car of the Year prize is awarded by a judging 

panel comprising 58 experienced journalists from 
22 countries, who have been assessing each model’s 
entry since early 2016. 
Jean-Philippe Imparato, CEO of the PEUGEOT 

brand, commented: ‘I am particularly proud and 
very pleased that the all-new PEUGEOT 3008 
SUV has just won the 2017 Car of the Year prize. 
This trophy is the culmination of five years of in-
credible work by the brand’s teams and our group.’ 
Customers can now configure and order an all-

new PEUGEOT 3008 SUV from start to finish at 
www.peugeot.co.uk.

RURAL living keeps you busy. Things can 
get tough. But the landscape and beauty 
are priceless. The Forester, Subaru’s 
fourth-generation all-wheel-drive SUV, 
lets you take any journey, anywhere, calm-
ly in your stride. You’ll be amazed where it 
will take you.

PRESS ON.
The Forester’s all-terrain capability is 

exceptional – for good reason. It all starts 
with permanent symmetrical all-wheel-
drive. Constantly adjusting the power and 
braking to each individual wheel, the For-
ester maintains the 4x4 grip you need. Ne-
gotiate slippery tracks, rocks and inclines 
– even faced with rain, ice or snow. Back 
on tarmac, the low, centrally-mounted 

FORESTER
ALL-TERRAIN. ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

OUR FIRST THOUGHT, NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT. 

FORESTER

PCP Representative Example

OTR Cash price £28,440.00 
Customer Deposit £3,616.00
Subaru Deposit 
Contribution £1,000.00
Total Deposit £4,616.00
Total Amount of Credit £23,824.00
Option to Purchase Fee 
(inc. in optional �nal payment)  £10.00
48 Monthly Payments £399.00  
Optional Final Payment £9,273.00 
Total Amount Payable £32,040.50 
Duration of Agreement 49 Months 
Representative APR 6.9% APR
Interest Rate (Fixed) 6.68%

Representative example relates to
Forester 2.0D XC as shown in the image. 
Excluding special paint �nish at £550.

Helensburgh G84 7PJ  

DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP

Helensburgh Subaru
101-103 East Clyde Street

Telephone: 01436 672779
helensburgh-subaru.co.uk

On the road price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and �rst registration fee. With Subaru Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return the vehicle and not pay the Final Payment. If the vehicle has exceeded the allowed mileage a 
charge per excess mile will apply. In this example, 10.5p per excess mile up to 4,999, or for excess mileage of 5,000 or more, a charge of 21.0p will apply to each excess mile above the allowed mileage plus VAT. If the vehicle is in good condition and has not exceeded the allowed mileage you will have nothing 
further to pay. (2) Pay the Final Repayment to own the vehicle. (3) Part exchange the vehicle subject to settlement of your existing �nance agreement; new � nance agreements are subject to status. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years and over. Credit available subject to status. Excludes motability 
and �eet sales. Available at participating dealers only. Not available in conjunction with any other o�ers. O�er is only available through Subaru Finance provided by International Motors Finance Limited, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardi�, CF10 5BH. We may receive commission or other bene�ts from 
introducing you to Subaru Finance. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of other lenders to provide funding. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for an exact quotation. O�er Ends 31st March 2017. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 
5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner). Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicle shown 
is the Subaru Forester 2.0D XC, OTR price of £28,440 plus special paint �nish at £550. Prices correct at time of going to print.

test �gures for comparative purposes and may not re�ect real driving results. 
SUBARU FORESTER Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km): Urban 25.2-39.8 (11.2-7.1); Extra Urban 40.4-57.6 (7.0-4.9); Combined 33.2-49.6 (8.5-5.7). CO 2 Emissions 197-148g/km. MPG �gures are o�cial EU 

RANGE STARTS FROM

£26,180
ONLY £399 PER MONTH + DEPOSIT

 Emissions 197-

/HelensburghSubaru
@HBurghSubaru

Boxer engine makes all the difference: 
sweep through a corner – you’ll see what we 
mean.

LIGHTEN YOUR WORKLOAD.
The Forester moves cargo easily: just flip 

the 60/40 split rear seats. More to move? 
There are integrated roof rails, too. The 
Forester is also designed to tow. Hitch 
up loads – like a trailer – weighing up to 
2,000kg (lineartronic models only).  To 
avoid snaking, let vehicle dynamics control 
(VDC) automatically adjust power and 
braking to quickly correct any over or 
understeer. An optional rear view camera 
makes reversing easy and safe.

AIM HIGHER. OR LOWER.
Steep off-road inclines and descents 

are pretty daunting. In X-Mode with hill 
descent control (lineartronic models only), 
the Forester automatically gives you the 
best possible grip. Negotiate what seems 
like impossible terrain gently, calmly – with 
complete control.

 
BOOK A FORESTER TEST DRIVE AT 
HELENSBURGH SUBARU TODAY. 
CAN’T COME TO US, NO PROBLEM, 
WE WILL COME TO YOU. 
TELEPHONE 01436 672779.

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

S&S SERVICES
ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2016

2012 62 KIA CEED PROCEED 3 CRDI 
1.6 DIESEL 48000 MILES, BLACK ......................................£5800
2012 12 BMW 1 SERIES 116 i SPORT
1.6 PETROL 44000 MILES. WHITE .....................................£9500
2011 60 VOLVO XC60 DS SE AWD. 
2.4 DIESEL AUTO 68000 MILES ....................................... £11995
2014 64 HONDA CR-V I-DTEC EX, 
2.2 DIESEL MANUAL 26000 MILES .................................. £18300
2013 13 RANGE ROVER EVOQUE SD4 PURE
2.2 DIESEL, MANUAL 41000 MLS .................................... £21595
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Seawater Veterinarian/Senior Biologist
Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic 
salmon in Scotland. The Company employs a workforce of over 
600 throughout the Highlands and Islands and produces over 
50,000 tonnes of salmon annually. Our farming operations are 
based in Fort William and the Company prides itself in being a 
major employer of skilled people and strives to produce high 
quality, healthy and nutritious seafood in the most sustainable 
way.
Over the coming years Marine Harvest has announced plans to 
invest over £100 million to integrate and grow its farming and 
fish feed production business in Scotland. We are proud of our 
50 year heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the 
support we have from local communities and our dedicated 
workforce.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualified or 
experienced fish health and welfare professional with strong 
foresight and leadership skills to undertake the role of Seawater 
Veterinarian/Senior Biologist covering the entirety of our seawater 
operations. This new and senior role is to support and develop 
the effectiveness of our combined fish health and farm area 
management teams.
With several direct reports and reporting to the Head of Fish 
Health the successful candidate will be able to demonstrate an 
aptitude for managing, motivating and teaching people along 
with an ability to proactively develop programmes that prevent 
fish health & welfare problems occurring, minimise medicine 
use, and provide a comprehensive diagnostic support service.  
In addition, applicants should have a high degree of computer 
literacy and some experience of interpretative histopathology.
As extensive travelling is a feature of the job, a current driving 
licence is essential.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from a salary 
package befitting the significance of this role, including bonus, 
company vehicle and the opportunity to develop their career 
within Marine Harvest.
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality 
that is required for this senior role, please apply in writing 
stating your reasons for applying and your relevant skills and 
experiences to:
Gillian Dempster, Human Resources Advisor, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort 
William, PH33 6RX by 31st March 2017.

MOTOR MECHANIC 
VACANCY

 Time-served Motor Mechanic required.
 M.O.T. Tester an advantage but not necessary 

as training will be given.
 Basic computer skills necessary. Attractive 

salary offered depending on experience. 
Work wear supplied. 42.5 hour week /overtime 

available as required.

For further details telephone 
01397 772404  

or send CV to: Mr. G. Penman
 Slipway Autos Limited

Unit 3, Annat Point, Corpach, Fort   William
Tel. No. 01397 772404

are looking for
Part 2 or advanced scaffolder

Driving licence essential, good rates of pay.  

Tel: 01631 565229 
Strathclyde Scaffolding Services, 

105 Glengallan Road, Oban PA34 4HG

Strathclyde Scaff olding 
Services

are looking for
HGV/7½ ton Driver Labourer

Driving licence essential, good rates of pay.  

Tel: 01631 565229 
Strathclyde Scaffolding Services, 

105 Glengallan Road, Oban PA34 4HG

Strathclyde Scaff olding 
Services

Hannah’s Newsagent
We are currently looking to fill 

two part time positions 
(days and nights) 

to join our team in busy shop.
Duties include, serving public in friendly, 

understanding and efficient manner, stock 
replenishment and general shop duties.                                
* Experience preferred but not essential.                                                   
* Applicants must be flexible and over 18.                                                      

Please apply in writing to Charlene Gillies,
5 Stevenson St, Oban PA34 5NA or pop into shop.

North Argyll House
Care Home

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Recruiting for

Senior Care - 
Maternity cover. Temporary post.

Cook - 
Domestic Assistant - 
part time permanent posts

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Closing date: Monday 27 March 2017

Marine Husbandry
Sound of Mull
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally 
recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
salmon. We pride ourselves in providing industry 
leading and highly personal development paths 
which build into fulfi lling professional careers.

If you are committed to developing our industry 
and are driven to put your strengths to work, 
we would very much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for the following 
positions:

Experienced Marine 
Husbandry staff  

You should be able to demonstrate competence 
across a wide range of skills including fi sh health 
monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat 
handling skills, feeding system and boat maintenance 
whilst being proactive in health and safety. Above 
all you should have the drive and ambition to further 
your career through training and development. 
A formal boat qualifi cation would be desirable.

Trainee Husbandry
Applications are also invited by candidates looking 
to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. 
We are looking for ambitious individuals who are 
team players, proactive in health and safety and who 
have high expectations for themselves and of their 
employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor 
who will guide you through your fi rst months of 
employment and a detailed training plan that will 
enable you to kick start your fi sh farming career.

All positions are full time, working a 40-hour week, 
Monday to Friday with 1:3 weekend working required 
on a rota system. In return, we will off er an attractive 
salary dependent on experience along with pension 
scheme, life insurance cover, occupational health 
support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to 
work scheme. A current driver’s licence is essential.

To fi nd out more please contact Angela Hand, 
Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 
or email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com 
for an application pack.  

The Role
You will be responsible for undertaking a range of duties which ensures the 
development maintains a high level of cleanliness within all common parts.  You 
will provide general assistance to tenants on issues relating to the development 
and to their Tenancy Agreement.  You will also provide cover in the absence of the 
Retirement Housing Manager.
Hours of employment are 7 per week, Saturday and Sunday; 9am - 12:30pm.
Salary: £3,032 pro rata per annum (£16,244 FTE, £8.33 p/h)

Role Requirements
An interest in working with older people and an understanding of their needs is 
essential.  Although relevant experience in a similar post is desirable, it is not essential 
as the skills and abilities outlined in the job description are of the highest importance.
The successful candidate will also be required to complete a Standard Disclosure 
check with Disclosure Scotland.

Our Benefits
• Competitive salary, reviewed annually. 
• 34 days holiday each year (pro rata for part-time employees).  With the option 
to buy or sell holidays each year. 
• Payment of your Standard Disclosure check with Disclosure Scotland. 
• A wide range of learning and development activities including management & 
leadership programmes, job related training and qualifications to ensure your 
continuous progress.
Online: please visit our website www.bield.co.uk/work-us. You should then click 
on current vacancies and search for REQ00847 in the key words box.
Paper: if you’d prefer a paper application, please email jobs@bield.co.uk with your 
name and address and quoting the reference number REQ00847. Alternatively, 
you can call 0131 273 4022.

We are looking for a Retirement 
Housing Assistant to support 
the manager in the delivery of 
our retirement housing service 
at Lynn Court, Oban.

TSL Contractors is a multi-disciplined 
construction and civil engineering 

company with sites throughout 
the west of Scotland and offices 

in Oban and Mull. 

We currently have a number 
of opportunities to join our 
busy Construction offices.

BUYER
As an important member of our commercial team based 
in Oban, you will be responsible for the procurement of 
materials across the company’s sites.

The ideal candidate will have experience within the 
construction sector and considerable knowledge of 
construction materials. You should be IT literate, with a 
good understanding of Microsoft Excel and Outlook.

There will be an attractive remuneration package for the 
position, including a competitive salary (dependant on 
experience), a company pension and inclusion in the 
company bonus scheme.

If you are interested in applying for this role, please 
email you CV and covering letter to our Commercial 
Manager, David Stewart at HR@tslcontractors.co.uk 
or for more information, call the Oban Office on 01631 
569991

The closing date for applications is Friday 31st March 
2107.

ACCOUNTS MANAGER / 
FINANCIAL CONTROLLER
TSL Contractors are looking for an outstanding Accounts 
Manager / Financial Controller to oversee the accounts 
and administrative functions of a busy multi-disciplined 
business. You will be an excellent multi tasker, proficient 
with Sage accounts and have a first rate knowledge of 
MS Excel. The production of Management Accounts, 
managing cash flow and responsibility for the admin team 
are all part of the role. Ideally based in our Mull premises, 
consideration will be given to exemplary candidates being 
located in our Oban office. A competitive salary is on 
offer together with membership of the company pension 
scheme. 

For an informal chat and further details please contact 
John Forbes on 01631 569991. Applications should be 
submitted to j.forbes@tslcontractors.co.uk by the 31st 
March 2017

SKILLED 
GROUNDWORKERS // 
PLANT OPERATORS // 
GENERAL LABOURERS
Required for the Oban and Mull areas. CSCS / CPCS 
/ NPORS are desirable but training can be provided 
if necessary. Driving licence also desirable, but not 
essential.

If you are interested in any of the above vacancies, 
please send in your CV along with a covering letter to 
Naomi Knight, HR@tslcontractors.co.uk or call 01690 
812 475 for further details.

INTERNAL VACANCY NOTICE
Employing Company: CalMac Ferries Limited

Permanent Night Watchman
Rate of Pay: £8.25 per hour Ref: 922-SB
Oban Ferry Terminal
24 hours per week 

Applications are invited for the position of Nightwatchman at the Oban Ferry Terminal. 

The successful candidate will be responsible to the Port Manager for carrying out hourly � re 
patrols and checking mooring ropes, gangway, safety nets and securing ropes. You will be 
responsible for any unauthorised person/s on board, call out of ship’s crew when required, 
maintaining mess and engine rooms and complying with all instructions as listed in the Night 
Order Book.

The successful applicant will have a  exible approach to working as the shift pattern will be 
variable and dependant on local circumstances and you must be able to commute to the Oban 
Ferry Terminal on a daily basis.

The successful applicant must also be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the 
customer interface and have a proactive approach to customer care.

To apply for this position please go to our website: www.calmac.co.uk/careers/careers-at-
calmac and � ll in the online application no later than 26 March 2017.
CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Skippers / Boat Crew
Seasonal Contract

Kintyre Express are seeking to recruit 
experienced & qualified skippers and boat 
crew for our busy ferry and charter services 

operating from April - October 2017.
Candidates should have relevant 

experience, be friendly and helpful with 
excellent communication skills.

Please apply in writing 
attaching your cv to:

info@kintyreexpress.com
Tel: 01586 555 895
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

17/00960/FUL

17/01023/LBC

17/01047/PIP

17/01090/PIP

17/01089/FUL

17/01046/FUL

17/01041/PIP

17/00609/FUL

Development  Address

Land 90M SE Of Ivy Cottage 
Isle Of Rum

Grulin Bothy, Isle Of Eigg

Land 120M SE Of 1 Savary
Lochaline Morvern

Land 300M SW Of Innish 
Cottage, Glenborrodale
Acharacle

Land 90M NE Of Birchwood
Camaghael, Fort William

Tarbert Gate, Salen, 
Acharacle

Land 70M NW Of Braeburn
Upper Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Land 400M West Of 
Grigadale, Kilchoan

Proposal Description

Erection of a poly tunnel for use as 
community garden space within the 
old tree nursery on the Isle of Rum

Removal & replacement of existing 
roof covering & structure. Installation 
of roof lights & minor alterations/
refurbishment

Erection of house with revised 
access arrangements (Revision to 
Ref: 15/00344/PIP)

Erection of house, installation of 
treatment plant with outfall to burn, 
extension of access track

Erection of house and garage

Demolition of cottage, erection of 
house and installation of drainage 
system

Erection of house

Erection of general purpose 
agricultural building

Time Period for Comments is 14 days & 21 Days for 17/01023/LBC 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Donald Campbell has 
registered his croft 
at 72/73 Camaghael, 
Kilmallie on the crofting 
register held by the 
Registers of Scotland. 
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 21/11/2017. Details 
of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
12203.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Miss Griselda Jane 
Williams has registered 
her croft Brindle Croft, 
Lismore & Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 6th 
December 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.   The croft 
registration number is A 
1930.

A meeting of 
shareholders 
for the Ockle 

Common Grazings
will be held on 

April 5th at 7pm in 
Burnside, Ockle 
with the purpose 

of electing a 
new grazings 
committee.

Duncan Cameron, 
Township Clerk.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

*A Gillies
6 Bunacaimb, Arisaig
1.442 ha – site of an 
existing house & amenity 
ground
77195

Written comments 
from any member of 
the crofting community 
within the locality of the 
croft may be sent to the 
Crofting Commission by 
13th April 2017 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crof t ing.scotland.
gov.uk

*The Commission will 
consider any expressions 
of demand when deciding 
whether to issue a 
Direction.  

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk 

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

INVERLUSSA, LOCH SPELVE, ISLE OF MULL

Notice is hereby given that Inverlussa Shellfish 
Company Limited has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of pontoon 
installation and existing boat moorings at: Inverlussa, 
Loch Spelve, Isle of Mull.

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Craignure Post Office, Craignure, Isle of 
Mull, Argyll, PA65 6AY.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
06262
Inverlussa Shellfish Company Ltd

Cost

Location

Inverlussa, Loch 
Spelve, Isle of 
Mull, Pontoon 
Structure Area

Inverlussa, Loch 
Spelve, Isle of 
Mull, Pontoon 
Mooring Area

Inverlussa, Loch 
Spelve, Isle 
of Mull, Boat 
Mooring Area

£1500

Longitude
Co-ordinates

005° 44.201 W
005° 44.228 W
005° 44.254 W
005° 44.240 W

005° 44.190 W
005° 44.230 W
005° 44.259 W
005° 44.213 W

005° 44.290 W
005° 44.240 W
005° 44.233 W
005° 44.194 W
005° 44.150 W
005° 44.110 W
005° 44.160 W
005° 44.130 W
005° 43.905 W

Longitude
Co-ordinates

005° 44.201 W
005° 44.228 W
005° 44.254 W
005° 44.240 W

005° 44.190 W
005° 44.230 W
005° 44.259 W
005° 44.213 W

005° 44.290 W
005° 44.240 W
005° 44.233 W
005° 44.194 W
005° 44.150 W
005° 44.110 W
005° 44.160 W
005° 44.130 W
005° 43.905 W

TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICER
(KINTYRE)

Salary Scale:   Grade 6
£29,840 - £37,300 

Fyne Homes Ltd is a charitable, community based Registered Social 
Landlord owning and managing 1500 homes in Bute, Cowal, Mid-Argyll 
and Kintyre.  Fyne Homes is also a registered Property Factor providing 
factoring services to around 400 homes and has active development and 
capital investment programmes.

We are currently recruiting for a Technical Services Officer to join our 
team. This will be based at our Campbeltown office and cover the Kintyre 
area.

Reporting to the Technical Services Manager, you will provide an effective 
and efficient property management service as part of a team within Fyne 
Homes and work closely with the contractors delivering services under 
our Framework Agreements.  Key tasks include day to day management 
of reactive, cyclical and capital investment programmes.

It is desirable that applicants either hold or are studying towards a rel-
evant professional qualification or can demonstrate equivalent working 
knowledge and experience in the property maintenance/building sector.

The hours of work are 35 hours per week.

In return for the above we offer an attractive salary and conditions.

Application packs can be obtained from

Fyne Homes Ltd
81 Victoria Street, Rothesay
Isle of Bute, PA20 0AP
Tel:  0345 607 7117
e-mail:  postmaster@fynehomes.co.uk
or visit our website – www.fynehomes.org.uk to download a pack.

NO AGENCIES PLEASE

Closing Date: Noon on Monday 20 March 2017   Interview Date: 28 
March 2017
Fyne Homes believes in promoting equality and diversity

Registered Scottish Charity 
number SC009152

Vacancy:  1 x Freshwater Operative 
Details: Full Time, Permanent 

Location:  Furnace Smolt Unit, near Inveraray, Argyll
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Indus-
try producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding 
market. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles 
of Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a 
sustainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Operative 
at our Furnace Smolt Unit.  As part of a small team, they will assist their colleagues 
in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working environment for all. 

The Role

Reporting to the Freshwater Manager, the Freshwater Operative is responsible for 
all aspects of day-to-day husbandry throughout the freshwater production cycle, 
whilst maintaining the site’s high standards of hygiene & biosecurity.

You will be expected to participate in an alarm and weekend duty rota and be pre-
pared to work flexible hours should the needs arise.

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 

• Experience working in an Aquaculture Recirculation Unit 
• Ability to participate in an Alarm Duty rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will 
be required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

In return for your commitment, hard work and dedication we offer excellent terms 
and conditions, including; competitive salary, bonus scheme, company pension, 
salary sacrifice schemes and generous holiday entitlement.

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and 
contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your 
covering letter and CV by 22 March 2017 to krystal.flett@cookeaqua.com 

Mature country loving couple required, gardener/
handyman/driver, light cleaning/cooking and help 

in antique shop.  Self contained two bedroom 
accommodation, rural location.  References essential.  

Telephone 07718278827 or 
email elizabethjbond@aol.com

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/00525/LIB Internal alterations to form front 
and rear bar counters within 
existing visitor centre.

Laphroaig Distillery Laphroaig 
Distillery Road Laphroaig Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7DU

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Ellen

17/00116/PP Change of use of land for siting 
of catering trailer

Dalmally Community Centre 
Dalmally Argyll And Bute PA33 1AX 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Dalmally

17/00604/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South Of Fascadale (Plot 6) 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute 

Tobermory Area Offi ce

17/00470/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
and installation of septic tank

Land South West Of Craignis 
Balinoe Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll And Bute 

Tiree Area Offi ce

17/00540/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank, 
formation of vehicular access 
and upgrade of existing 
vehicular access

Land North West Of An Teallach 
Arduaine Oban Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Offi ce

17/00588/MFF Re-equipment of mussel farm 
(6 x 200 metre longlines)

Killiemore Loch Scridain 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Bunessan Isle of Mull

17/00567/LIB Erection of single storey rear 
extension.

34 School Street Port Ellen 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA42 7DP 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Ellen

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/fi nd-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confi dential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offi ces, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To fi nd out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Have a vacancy for a 

LGV Driver
Please apply in writing or by email 

stating previous experience to
Donald MacDonald

Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll  PA31 8RR

Email address: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

RECRUITMENT PUBLIC NOTICESIN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
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LOOKING FOR LAND
Young couple with 

practical skills seeking 
crofting tenancy or land 

for sale
4 acres minimum, intended for 

organic agriculture
May suit retiring crofters or 

landowners with unused land
All possibilities gratefully 

considered
Darragh and Lizzie Keenaghan

darraghkeenaghan@hotmail.com
07712132529

TO LET
Industrial Unit, 4,000 sq feet, 
Glengallan Industrial Estate, 
Oban. Plus 900sq meters of 

yard space. 
£30,000 per annum 

plus rates. 
To contact 07788923752.

TO LET
No.2 Glenfern, Fassfern
3 bedroom semi-detached house & garden
Fully decorated and carpeted. Unfurnished. 

EPC Rating F32
Landlord Reg No. 568477

£570 p.c.m.
Apply in writing to

Fassfern Estate, 9 Glenfern, Fassfern, Fort William.
Tel:  01397 772288

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

WANTED

DOG GROOMING PARLOUR TO LET

Call Fiona on 
01631 720311

In Oban area. All fi xed 
equipment supplied, to include 

dryer, raised bath, walkin shower 
and cages.  Ready to be used 
immediately, just 

bring your own 
hand tools.

Within heart of town centre
Adjacent on street car parking
NIA – 41.98sq.m (452 sq.ft.) approx..
EPC rating ‘G’
Offers over £60,000

Corran Esplanade, Oban, PA34 5PX

01631 564225    oban@dmhall.co.uk

FOR SALE
Shop Premises

8 Stevenson St. Oban

TO LET

we st  coast
PR O PER T Y
we st  coast
PR O PER T Y

Silverhill House Acharacle  Guide Price £275,000, EPC E41

A unique and spacious detached house 
in a spectacular setting with views over 
the Sound of Mull.

Silverhill is set in a stunning hillside 
position with wonderful views over Loch 
Sunart and the Sound of Mull towards 
Tobermory.

The house was designed to make the 
most of its outlook, with very large picture windows in the sitting room and dining 
room. The elevated position and the sloping plot enable uninterrupted views across 
the mouth of Loch Sunart and the northern end of the Sound of Mull with Tobermory 
visible in the distance.

• Spacious detached house

• Outstanding views over the Sound of Mull

• Elevated hillside position

• Scope for modernisation and improvement

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

Garmony House, Isle of Mull  Offers over £550,000

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

One of the fi nest Georgian houses on Mull with outbuildings 
and grounds of 1.59 acres (0.64ha) with spectacular views 
over the Sound of Mull. EPC rating F37

Treetops, Isle of Mull  Offers over £225,000

A modern detached bungalow situated in an 
attractive semi-rural position on the edge of Lochdon 
EPC rating D61

The Scottish rental market has 
seen a surge, starting the year off 
on a good footing, with average 
property in Scotland being let 
for £571 per month, reports the 
Property Reporter. New data from 
Your Move Scotland shows that 
prices have increased through-
out the country, which is incred-
ibly positive for landlords. The 
Highlands and Islands region has 
the second highest rents, ending 
2016 on a high with a 0.6 per cent 
growth rate between December 
and January. Rents in this region 
stood at £584 in January. 

While the increase in rental pric-
es is a good thing for landlords, it 
is worth noting that over the last 
few years the sector has seen 
increases in legislation resulting 
to increasing costs.  Tenant de-
mand continues to increase, due 
to the many people deciding to 
rent for longer, enjoying the fl ex-
ibility it offers. Looking ahead it 
looks as if rents will only increase 
as landlords will see changes to 
tax relief, hence look to recoup 

costs. 

If you want to speak to us 
about your property or discuss 
investing in rental property, give 
us a call on

01631 569 466

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk
Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

DUNOLLIE ROAD, OBAN

OIRO £195,000
A well-proportioned 3 BEDROOM FAMILY HOME located close 
to OBAN TOWN CENTRE. This detached bungalow is situated 
in its own PRIVATE GARDEN. Book your viewing TODAY! A 
unique opportunity to purchase a sizable family home within 
in easy walking distance of Oban’s local amenities. Adjacent 
to the lounge is a bright and generous dining room, perfect for 
family meals and entertaining guests.

•     Delightful detached
        bungalow
•     3 bedrooms/ 1 bathroom
•     Convenient location
•     Garden to front and rear
•     Excellent Family Home
•     EPC rating D (61)

CRAIGARD ROAD, OBAN

Cosy one bedroom flat in Oban Town Centre. This property 
comes unfurnished with white goods and a large standing 
double wardrobe in the bedroom. It is freshly painted and 
has carpets throughout. The property is within walking dis-
tance to Oban’s sight seeing attractions, the leisure centre 
and local shops. Electric Heating Throughout. Deposit and 
references required. EPC - E49 . AVAILABLE END APRIL.

£460 PCM

•     One bedroom flat
•     Unfurnished
•     White goods included
•     Town centre location

STEVENSON STREET, OBAN

One bedroom flat located centrally in Oban. Open plan 
living room and modern kitchen with spacious double 
bedroom and shower bathroom. The property comes 
unfurnished with fridge and built-in cooker. Rent excludes 
Council Tax (Band A) and utilities. Deposit and references 
required. Landlord Registration:342259/130/31461. 
EPC-B84. AVAILABLE NOW

£460 PCM

•     One bedroom flat
•     Unfurnished
•     Town centre location

SHUNA TERRACE, OBAN

Modern 2 bedroom flat in upper Oban. Recently 
refurbished in a modern, neutral decor throughout, the 
property comprises of 2 double bedrooms - 1 with built-in 
wardrobe, a spacious kitchen with stunning views, lounge 
& shower room. Electric storage heating and double glazed 
windows. Rent excludes Council Tax (Band B) and Utilities. 
EPC - C75. Deposit & References required. Landlord Reg: 
270831/130/07331. AVAILABLE NOW! 

£525 PCM

•     2 bedrooms
•     Recently refurbished  
        throughout
•     Modern, neutral decor
•     Unfurnished

ALBANY APARTMENTS, OBAN

Ground floor flat in Albany Apartments in Oban town centre. 
The accommodation has been recently renovated and 
comprises of 2 double bedrooms (with integrated storage), 
family bathroom, lounge & kitchen. The brand new kitchen 
includes an integrated hob & oven, washing machine 
and fridge freezer. The flat is otherwise unfurnished. The 
mordern bathroom suite is also newly fitted. Landlord Reg: 
427367/130/18351

£550 PCM

•     2 bedrooms
•     Unfurnished
•     White goods included
•     Newly refurbished
•     Ground floor flat

FASNACLOICH, ISLE OF MULL

OIRO £250,000
A SPACIOUS 4 bedroom detached house situated in the popu-
lar village of Dervaig on the Isle of Mull. Excellent HOLIDAY LET 
POTENTIAL! Built in 2010, Fasnacloich is a spacious detached 
1 ½ storey house situated in the popular village of Dervaig on 
the Isle of Mull. This modern property is in walk in condition 
and would make a beautiful family home.

•      Well-presented detached 
         house
•     4 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
•     Practical & Spacious Layout
•     Sought-after location
•     Superb Holiday Let Potential
•     EPC Rating: C71

PULPIT HILL, OBAN

OIEO £195,000
Whinfield is a detached 3 bedroom property situated in an 
elevated position overlooking Oban. Whinfield is a detached 3 
bedroom property situated in an elevated position overlooking 
Oban. The house would make an ideal family home with 
its excellent location on Pulpit Hill, great layout and well 
proportioned rooms. 

•     Detached house
•     3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
•     Quiet location
•     Lovely views over Oban
•     Well maintained property
•     EPC Rating - F33

SOROBA, OBAN

OIRO £360,000
Soroba Lodge A SPACIOUS and well maintained former 
SHOOTING LODGE dating back to the mid 1800s. Enjoying a 
PRIVATE SITUATION and far reaching VIEWS yet close to all of 
Obans amenities. Originally a shooting lodge dating back to 
the mid 1800’s, reputed to have been owned and extended by 
Robert Buchannan, the poet and author of “The Land of the 
Lorne” between 1868-74.

•     Detached House
•     5 bedrooms/
        4 Reception Rooms
•     Elevated views above Oban
•     Recently Redecorated
•     Private location
•     EPC Rating E41

RENTAL PRICES SEE 
RISE ACROSS SCOTLAND
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WE ALL know the importance of � rst 
impressions, especially when it comes to 
our homes. The hallway is usually the � rst 
area guests see so, we’re asking: ‘What 
does your entrance say about you?’

The hallway is such an important area 
of your home, but it is often one of the 
most overlooked spaces – and if you 
don’t even consider it a room then 
you’re likely to be guilty of this. A simple 
update to your hall can help to make a 
big impact to the overall look and feel of 
your property, and it’s much easier than 
you might think.

With this in mind, the design experts at 
Richard Burbidge have shared their top 
tips to make a great � rst impression to 
your home.
COLOUR YOUR WORLD

A lick of paint is one of the easiest ways 
of updating your hallway. For guests 
entering your home, neutral pastel tones 
are much more appealing on the eye 
than darker colours, and these brighter 
shades bring the appearance of extra 
space to a dull, narrow hallway, helping 
to breathe a new lease of life into your 
home.

MIRROR IMAGE
Strategically placing mirrors can also be 

an e� ective way of adding light and the 
feeling of additional space to your hall. 
Including multiple mirrors will ensure 
plenty of light bounces around, creating 
a spacious area to welcome guests. 
Balancing these mirrors against walls is 
also a great interior design tip. It helps 
to create an indulgent, yet relaxed vibe – 
not to mention a great lasting impression 
with your guests.
SELECT YOUR STAIR STYLE

Instead of opting for basic stairparts 
from DIY stores, spend time selecting 
the right style of stairs for your home. 
Choosing a range that seamlessly � ows 
with the rest of your home décor is vital 
for achieving a great � rst impression. 
Richard Burbidge has a wide range of 
styles available to suit any home interior, 
so � nding your perfect stairparts is much 
easier than you might think.

For contemporary styled homes, the 
FUSION range is a perfect � t with its 
glass panels and white oak spindles. The 
addition of glass panels works e� ectively 
to increase the feeling of light and space.

For more traditional homes, Richard 
Burbidge also has a number of classic 
styles. For instance, the Heritage range 
works seamlessly with traditional 
interiors to create an elegant hallway.
FUNCTIONAL FURNITURE

Being clever with furniture placement 
is also a simple 
way of maximising 
the space in your 
hallway. Cupboards 
and drawers under 
the stairs not only 
work to hide all 
your belongings, 
but they are also 
a great way to 
minimise clutter. 
Furniture that 
doubles up as 
storage is also a 
great investment, 
for example 
storage benches 
and console tables 
work well to 
conceal everyday 
items, while also 

neatening up the clutter that creates 
a less than welcoming first impression.

For more hallway interior inspiration, 
including design trends and advice, please 
visit www.richardburbidge.co.uk. Here you’ll 
be able to � nd more information on how 
a hallway transformation can change the 
overall look and feel of your home.

The key steps to making a great first impression



Cost £350. Call evenings 
and weekends, £99.99 
Tel 01631 562750

 PET ACCESSORIES
AQUARIUM AND 
CABINET IN BLACK 
Juwel vision 260 Ltr with 
curved front glass, Dual 
strip lighting, heater and 
1000L/H external fi lter. 
All in good condition. £99 
Tel 01546 605251

 PHOTOGRAPHY
FUJIFILM CAMERA 
Finepix S800fd digital 
camera, in excellent 
condition, complete with 
leather case, strap, all 
cables, CD, manual and 
256mb card. All in orig-
inal box. Call evenings 
and weekends, £85 Tel 
01631 562750

SOFABED two seater 
brown cord sofabed, 
very good condition, £75 
ono Tel 07867 507381
SOLID PINE COFFEE 
TABLE 36” long 24” wide, 
shelf underneath. Very 
good clean condition, 
£30.00 Tel 01631 770698
TEAK FINISH DISPLAY 
CABINET Main unit - 
length 1.68m x 1.86m x 
0.5m, Corner unit - length 
0.68m x 1.82m x 0.45m, 
both units have lighting 
and glass £70 Tel 01631 
565187

 GARDEN
BENCH Antique garden 
bench, in beautiful condi-
tion, £35 Tel 07919 406318
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30 Tel 01631 564578²
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in 
various sizes and styles, 
make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40 
Tel 01631 564578²
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes, 
can deliver, £90 Tel 
01631 564578²
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SMOBILITY

STATIONERY

MIDGEATER TRADE SUPPLIES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Thursday 16 March, 2017 23CLASSIFIEDS

CHIMNEY SERVICES

STATIONERY

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

TREE SURGEON

HOME CLADDING

PRIVATE TUTOR

PRIVATE TUTOR FOR MATHS, 
PHYSICS & GEOGRAPHY

One-to-one tuition from Oxford graduate

All levels of SQA qualifications taught 

Competitive prices and flexible availability

Fort William based but can travel as required

Contact: Alastair Graves
07914 700 989

alastair.graves@hotmail.co.uk

ELECTRICIAN

15”x39”x20”
£120 ono

Tel 01681 700517

LARGE FISH 
TANK

BLINDS

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BESWICK China Siamese 
Cat, excellent condition, 
£29 Tel 07804 876112
VICTORIAN GARDEN 
ITEMS Victorian chimney 
pots, garden rollers and 
cart wheels, prices start at 
£30 Tel 01631 564578²

 BUILDING / DIY

3 SECTION Heavy Duty 
extension ladders, plus 
roof ladder. Lochgilphe-
ad area. £300 Tel 07799 
696205
WHITE MARBLE EF-
FECT FIRE SURROUND 
Fire surround is 37” by 37” 
by 0.75”. Hearth is 48” by 
15” by 2.25”. Heavy stone 
material. Can deliver. Call 
eve/weekend £99 Tel 
01631 581367
WOODEN LADDER 
3 piece (3 x 12 feet), in 
good condition, £20 Tel 
01546 600126

 CDS, DVDS AND 
VIDEOS

NEIGHBOURS DVD’S 
Six DVD’s over 21 hours 
of Neighbours from the 
beginning volume 2. 
Never opened £10 Tel 
01838 200694

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

VAX GRIME MASTER 
Hand held steam cleaner, 
for windows, tiles and mir-
rors, eliminates bacteria 
and allergens, grease and 
grime, never used,  £15 
Tel 01631 710487

 DOMESTIC PETS
AKITA BITCH 4 years 
neutered good natured 
and good with children 
can be seen anytime, 
£400ono Tel 01301 
703587²

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

HONDA TRX 500CC 
FOREMAN QUAD Quad 
in excellent condition, 
Genuine reason for sale, 
only had light use, serviced 
new front tyres. Full details 
available, £3200.00 Tel 
01369 810226

 FURNITURE
BED SIDE CABINETS 
PINE 2 small £10 each. 1 
medium sized £20. Good 
condition, £40 Tel 01631 
770698
CORNER DISPLAY 
CABINET Honey colour-
ed wood. Top half fancy 
framed glass door, bot-
tom door with inset oval 

mahogany panel. Very 
good condition, £40 Tel 
01631 770698
DINING TABLE MA-
HOGANY 54” long, 38” 
wide extending to 56” 
wide. Very good condi-
tion, can be dismantled 
to move, £30 Tel 01631 
770698
GLASS TELEVISION 
TABLE 39” wide, 20” 
high, three shelves, £10 
Tel 01631 770698
HOSTESS TROLLEY 
Two tier formica trays, 
chrome frame, £10 Tel 
01631 770698
KING SIZE PINE BED 
and near new Slumber 
sleep, Emerald orthope-
dic mattress. Very good 
condition. £80 Tel 01631 
770698
RECLINING CHAIR 
Black faux leather 
reclining chair in good 
condition, £180 ono Tel 
01631 566001
SETTEE two seater 
brown cord settee, very 
good condition, £75 ono 
Tel 07867 507381
SETTEE & CHAIR three 
seater settee and easy 
chair, beige and cream, 
excellent condition, 
surplus to requirements, 
£75 Tel 01586 552660

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

FIT FLOPS Genuine Fit 
Flops, brand new, size 
6, pewter, cost £60. Call 
evenings and weekends, 
£50 Tel 01631 562750²
V-FIT AB ROLLER sit 
up frame - complete with 
frame computer. Call 
evenings and weekends, 
£20 Tel 01631 562750

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

NEW CALOR GAS 
HEATER and gas bottle, 
£75 Tel 07867 507381²
STOVE Stovax Stockton 5, 
multi fuel stove, good condi-
tion, £80 Tel 07770 956372

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Blue 
and Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print,  Tel 01586 554975
SINGER Four Thread 
Overlocker with oper-
ator’s guide, £50 Tel 
01546 603069

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CURTAINS Good quality 
heavy lined curtains in 

cream fabric with tassel 
tie backs to suit window 
2.2 width, 2.5 depth,  £85 
Tel 07748 987807 
CURTAINS 2 pairs of 
good quality cream lined 
curtains with tassel tie 
backs. Both pairs togeth-
er suit window 3metres 
wide by 2.5 drop, £90 Tel 
07748 987807
CURTAINS Gold 
brocade pattern lined 
curtains 1.4 wide, 2.5 
drop with tie backs, £25 
Tel 07748 987807

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

ACRYLIC BATH White 
1700x750 complete with 
side and end panel and mid 
length tap/shower fi tment in 
very good condition, £90 
Tel 07484 810252
BATHROOM CABINETS 
Three - 2 fl oor and 1 wall 
cabinets light coloured 
wood (Heritage make) in 
very good condition,  £40 
Tel 07484 810252

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX as 
new and in carry case. Call 
evenings and weekends, 
£20 Tel 01631 562750
PICNIC HAMPER, 
BROOKES BASKETS 

wicker basket, set of four 
plates, mugs, glasses, and 
cutlery. Lovely condition, 
£10 Tel 01631 770698
PORTABLE TOILET 
Rocktrail portable toilet, 
unused and still in box, 
£25 Tel 01546 605251

 MARINE
ANCHORS 5 of, 2.5 kgs, 
folding, new, £10 each 
Tel 07748 723983
LIFEJACKET Adult 
Seago Lifejacket, classic 
180n, medium, brand 
new and unused, £50 Tel 
01852 300495
ORKNEY DINGHY 13’ 
with Oars needs some 
TLC no reasonable offer 
refused, Tel 01631 720501
SAILING MAC yellow, 
medium and unused, 
£15 Tel 01852 300495
SEAGULL CENTURY 
100 OUTBOARD motor. 
Short shaft, 4HP, 1960s 
fi tted with Wipac ignition. 
Good runner, clean, £90 
Tel 01631 770698

 MISCELLANEOUS

WATER FEATURE 
Vintage bronze effect 
water feature, ideal for 
conservatory use, beau-
tiful mermaid with shell, 
complete with triple lights 
with antique shades. 

POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure 
pullets, black or brown, 
ducks, geese and sheds.
Tel 01470 572213

 POWER TOOLS
ELECTRIC DRILL Black 
& Decker 1/2”-2 Speed 
Impact Electric Drill. Drill 
Capacities: 1/2” Steel-3/4” 
Masonry-1” Wood. C/W 
Carry Case, £20 ono Tel 
01586 551658

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL Market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print,  £ 
Tel 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print Tel 01586 554975

 TOYS AND GAMES
TRAMPOLINE 8ft 
trampoline with protec-
tive net. Needs a bit of 
attention (not too much) 
but free to good home 
Tel 01546 065251



like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care
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MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 

by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 

adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Offi ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought  for the week

Obituary –  Philip Rankin 1917 - 2017

WE all need food. At a 
time when people have 
again been forbidden to 
offer food to refugees in 
a country not far away, 
when people around the 
world wonder where the 
next meal will come from 
and balanced diets are a 
dream, while many have 
to rely on foodbanks, 
others are choosing to 
give up various foods. The 
usual list of things given 
up for Lent up might be 
deemed luxuries – it’s a 
good discipline and may 

help people to live more 
healthily and prayerfully.

For those of us who have 
some choice we can often 
eat less but better. Eating 
seasonally, choosing 
locally grown when pos-
sible, enjoying treats as a 
special thing. Meat eaters 
can choose higher welfare 
meat. Vegans can check 
where and how their basic 
foods are grown. Every-
one can plant at least a 
few seeds whether in a 
garden or on a window 
sill. We’ll always need to 

rely on other people but 
we can help ourselves a 
bit too.
Organic, fairtrade, etc – 
these sometimes appear 
to be niche markets for 
those who can afford 
them. They can also be 
about solidarity between 
those who have too little. 
I first learned about 
fairtrade when involved 
in the trade union move-
ment. They can be about 
‘loving your neighbour as 
yourself’ which, as Jesus’ 
story of the Good Samar-

itan showed, includes the 
stranger in need.

‘Yes, it is bread we 
fight for, but we fight for 
roses, too.’ wrote James 
Oppenheim, in what 
became a popular protest 
song. Food is basic to life 
but there is much more to 
fullness of life than what 
goes into our bodies. 
Whatever we do or don’t 
do during Lent can ripple 
out to make a difference 
in the world.

Rev Liz Gibson

Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4.4

Taynuilt church brings 
denominations together
THE World Day of 
Prayer service on March 
3 was written by women 
in the Philippines and 
was held in the Church of 
the Visitation, Taynuilt.

Members of three 
different denominations 
took part, led by Marlene 
Stanners. Refreshments 
provided by members 
of the visitation were 
enjoyed by everyone.

Muckairn Church 
Guild members met in 
the church on March 6, 
the theme being ‘Go into 
joy’.

Guild members Stella 
Huntingford, Nan 
Inkster, Mary Scott, 
Jessie Stewart, Ivy Smart 
and Marlene Stanners 
gave drama readings of 
six short plays which were 
light-hearted but topical 
with a Christian message. 
The meeting closed with 
tea and fellowship.

The next meeting on 
April 3 will be the AGM, 
followed by a musical 
quiz.

THE ‘father of Scottish skiing’, Philip 
Rankin, has died just a month before his 
100th birthday.

Mr Rankin died on Sunday March 12, 
at his home in Ballachulish, aged 99. His 
close friend Viki Sutherland gave the 
following account of his life to The Oban 
Times.

Born on April 16, 1917, Philip lived 
with his parents, brother and sister in 
Helensburgh, where he trained as an 
engineer. He had planned to join the 
family firm which imported cork from 
Portugal, but instead served as a Second 
World War pilot in the army and then 
the RAF in India, Egypt and Rhodesia. 
At the end of the war, Philip flew as a 
photographer, taking pictures of the 
Baltic coast before the Russian advance.

One evening, after a long flight, he 
was on his way home to the airfield in 
England when his aircraft was hit by 
German anti-aircraft guns on the island 
of Walcheren. He had been warned to fly 
higher over these islands because it was 
known that there were guns there but he 
was tired and forgot.

He came down in the English Channel 
and on impact was thrown out through 
the canopy and badly damaged his back. 
He was admitted to Stoke Mandeville 
hospital with his serious injury. While 
there he was cared for by a Canadian 
doctor who advised him that with the 
right sort of exercise he could recover. 
This doctor advised Philip that in order 

to achieve the best results he should, 
if possible, walk uphill on skins or 
snowshoes.

On his return home Philip set about 
finding the best place to do this. Having 
been brought up in the west of Scotland 
he knew the hills there well and soon 
decided that Meall a Voury on Rannoch 
Moor was the best snow holding hill – 
north facing and fairly accessible located 
just off the A82.

His first port of call was the landowner 
of Blackmount Estate, Philip Flemming, 
and this was the start of a lifelong 
friendship both with Philip Flemming 
and later his son Robin Flemming. The 
Flemmings readily gave permission for 
the erection of the proposed tow and 
have ever since supported the expansion 
of skiing in Glencoe.

Philip persuaded his many friends in and 
around Glasgow to support the project and 
also enlisted the help of the Creag Dhu 
Mountaineering Club and the Scottish Ski 
Club. These dedicated people worked with 
him every weekend to build what is now 
known as the Top Tow.

Most of the people in the Creag Dhu 
Mountaineering Club worked in the 
shipyards on the Clyde and many a metal 
plate and steel cable were ‘acquired’ and 
carried up the hill on the backs of these 
tough Clydesiders, all under Philip’s 
supervision.

In 1955, the lift opened. Tickets were a 
date stamp on the hand and Philip was 

the engineer, the builder, the manager 
and general dogsbody. His new bride, 
Gudrun a refugee from East Germany, 
was the ticket collector, the bookkeeper 
and everything else that Philip did not 
have the time to do.

They started married life in a caravan, 
and when time permitted, built their 
house near the Ballachulish Hotel where 
Philip lived until his death.

Philip and Gudrun employed local 
people to man the ticket offices and the 
tows – in many cases the only winter 
employment available. Gudrun picked 
up the youngsters every morning and 
delivered them back home in the evenings.

In 1985, Philip and Gudrun retired but 
retained a keen interest in what was by 
then White Corries Ltd. Sadly for Philip, 
in 2002 Gudrun died suddenly and, as 
they has no children, he lived alone ever 
since.

Philip’s dear friend Viki long 
campaigned for him and his work to be 
recognised. At the end of last year, he was 
given a lifetime achievement award from 
Snowsports Scotland  for his continued 
contribution to the industry.

Andy Meldrum from Ski Scotland 
said of Philip at the time of the award: 
‘He was one of the individuals who 
had the vision to see that skiing could 
be a commercial operation in the 
Highlands, in particular on Meall a’ 
Bhùiridh where Glencoe opened for 
skiing just over 60 years ago.’

BIRTHS

ROSS - Findlay and Marsaili 
(née Fraser) are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
their son, Sorley Fraser on 
February 26, 2017 at the Royal 
Alexandra Hopsital, Paisley. 
First grandchild for Stephen 
and Kareen Ross, Lochawe 
and a second grandson for 
Mamie and Alasdair Fraser, 
Isle of Lewis. A very welcome 
9th great-grandchild for Nana 
Potter, Taynuilt.

DEATHS

ALLAWAY - On March 10, 
2017, at the Highland Hospice, 
Inverness, Edward (Johnny). 
Beloved husband of Marilyn, 
loving father of David and 
Stephen and a much loved 
grandpa. Funeral service on 
Thursday March 23 at 2pm at 
Inverness Crematorium. All 
friends welcome to attend, 
family fl owers only please. 
Donations appreciated for 
Highland Hospice at the service 
or may be forwarded to the 
Funeral Directors, John Fraser 
& Son, Lovat House, High 
Street, Dingwall, IV15 9TF.
BERGIUS - Peacefully at home, 
Achnaha, Glenbarr, on March 3, 
2017, Adam Bergius DSC, in his 
92nd year, beloved husband of 
the late Fiona, devoted father of 
Charles, Cara, Peter, Johnny and 
Pol and a loving grandfather and 
great grandfather.  Service will 
be held in A’Chleit Church, on 
Saturday, March 18 at 1.00pm, 
funeral thereafter to Patchan 
Cemetery.  Friends please accept 
this intimation and invitation.
GEMMELL - Very suddenly 
but peacefully at his home, 
surrounded by his family, on 
Saturday, March 11, 2017, in 
his 61st year, Lorn, a loving 
husband, father, papa, brother 
and uncle.  Funeral service will 
be held at Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, on 
Friday, March, 17 at 1.00 p.m.
MACGREGOR - On March 
12, 2017, peacefully at Mid 
Argyll Hospital, Lochgilphead, 
Rae MacGregor, née 
MacLaren, in her 88th year, 
beloved wife of the late Peter 
MacGregor, much loved sister 
of Charlie and John, a dear 
sister-in-law and aunt to all 
the family. Funeral service at 
Inveraray Parish Church, on 
Monday, March 20 at 11.00am, 
interment thereafter at Glen 
Shira Cemetery, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers only 
please, donations if desired to 
Inveraray Parish Church.
MACPHEE – Peacefully 
after a short but bravely fought 
illness in the Belford Hospital, 
Fort William on Saturday, 
March 11, 2017, in her 93rd 
year, with her close family 
by her side, Janet (Jenny) née 
Cameron, of Corpach and 
formerly of ‘Aultmor’, Banavie. 
Beloved wife of the late Archie, 
loving mother of Maisie and 
Dorothy, dear mother-in-law of 
John, devoted granny of Calum, 
Neil and Calum’s wife Elaine, 

proud great-granny of Molly, 
Archie and Isla, a much loved 
aunt, great aunt, neighbour 
and dear friend to many. Jenny 
will be so sorely missed by all. 
Funeral Service will be held on 
Saturday, March 18, 2017 at 1 
pm in Kilmallie Free Church 
of Scotland, Caol; thereafter to 
Kilmallie Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations, 
if desired, to Dementia Friendly 
Ward 1 Belford Hospital can be 
given at the service or forwarded 
to John McLellan Funeral 
Directors, Dudley Road, Fort 
William PH33 6JB.
MAUGHAN - Sadly but 
peacefully at her home, after a 
long battle, surrounded by her 
closest friends, Anna Cumming 
in her 69th year. Will be sorely 
missed. Celebration of Life will 
take place at the Congregational 
Church, Tweeddale Street, 
Oban, on Wednesday March 
22, 2017 at 1.00 p.m. A 
cremation service will follow 
on Thursday March 23, 2017, at 
Holytown Crematorium, North 
Lanarkshire at 12.45 p.m.
RANKIN - Philip Naismith 
on March 12, 2017 aged 99 
and eleven months. Peacefully 
at home in Ballachulish 
following an accident.  Funeral 
at Cardross Crematorium on 
Thursday, March 23 at 1.15 
pm.
TIMMINS – Jean Margaret 
Timmins our much loved 
mum and auntie left us last 
Thursday. A celebration of her 
long life will be held for all her 
friends and family to attend at 
Glencruitten Parish Church at 
11.30am on Wednesday March 
22. Please wear bright and 
cheery colours and she loved 
fl owers. A gathering of her 
friends and family will be held 
in Dunmar Court lounge after 
the service.

MEMORIAMS

BAYLEY-CONEY - In 
treasured, loving memories of 
our dearest friend, respected 
colleague and grateful 
benefactors, Ruth Jacqueline, 
who sadly passed peacefully 
away on March 19, 2015, aged 
85. A dignifi ed modest lady 
respected and admired as an 
international illustrator and 
artist who’s children’s books 
and artwork gives pleasure to 
children and readers around the 
world.  Rest in peace beloved 
Ruth. Our fond memories do 
not fade and shall not fade.
- From Dr Eleanor, Mark and 
all her grieving friends. 
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear friend Jane 
Veitch Campbell (Jean), passed 
away March 5, 2014.
Remembered always.
- Archie Neil Beaton, Tobermory.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
and grandmother, Betty Lyall, 
who died on March 19, 1979.
Never a day but in our thoughts.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter, Ann, Angus, Lorne, 
Gordon, Gillian.
Ardness, Bunessan. Mull.

FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of my dear wife Mary 
(Calac), who passed away 
March 17, 2012.
Happy memories.
- Jimmy.
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of a dear sister, Calac, 
auntie and great auntie May, 
who died March 17, 2012,
Loved and remembered everyday.
- Ronnie, Kathleen and family, 
Ballachulish, East Kilbride 
and Bridge of Earn.
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
aunt Mary (Calac), who passed 
away March 17, 2012.
Loved and remembered every 
day. R.I.P.
- Margaret, Kirsteen, Stephen 
and family.
LAFFERTY – In loving 
memory of our da John J, who 
passed away March 15, 1989.
In our thoughts.
- Denise and Kerry.
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of my mother Jessie, 
who died March 17, 2015 also 
my father Neil, who died April 
30, 1991.
Both sadly missed by us all
Always in our thoughts.
- David, Eileen and all the 
family.
MACLEAN – In loving 
memory of Alistair MacLean 
(Monumental Sculptor), who 
died March 19, 2016, aged 84 
years. Beloved husband to the 
late Mary MacLean, a much 
loved and loving dad, paps, 
papa and father-in-law. 
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and 
forever dear.
- Dugald, Arlene and families.
MACLEAN – Fond memories 
of a dear brother-in-law and 
uncle Alistair, who died on 
March 19, 2016. Every day in 
some small way
Memories of you come our way
Sadly missed.
- Margaret, Archie, Fiona and 
Duncan.
MACLEAN -  
Remembering our dear friend 
Alistair, who passed away 
March 19, 2016. That song that 
was sung, was very well sung
Happy memories.
- Don, Mary and family.
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of John, who passed 
away on March 15, 1995.
Loved and missed every day.
- Dad and Mary.
MACPHERSON - In loving 
memory of Sandra, died 
March 17, 2013. Always in our 
thoughts.
- Donald and family.
SCOTT - In loving memory 
of Jimmy, dear husband, dad, 
grandad and great-grandad, 
died on March 15, 2005. 
Always in our thoughts.
- Jessie and family.
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Howe of Fife                      106
Oban Lorne Ladies              5
BT Women’s National League 2
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Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1200
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

C MacDonald
Millpark Avenue
Oban

E Gilchrist
Garry Crescent
Invergarry

SEVENTY young athletes en-
tered the Sports Hall Athletics 
competition for the Oban area 
which was held at Atlantis Lei-
sure last Wednesday evening. 
This event was the third local 
area competition to be held in 
Argyll this winter. The series 
of competitions is promoted by 
Mid Argyll Athletic Club. 

After more than three hours 
of competition, it was Rockfield 
and Park schools dominating 
in the boys competition and in 
the girls the same two schools 
and St Columba’s shared the 
honours.

For once there were no new 
Argyll age records but a few 
athletes came fairly close to 
the existing marks. One athlete 
close to a record was the under- 
13 champion Poppy McKillop 
who recorded a time of 24.6 
seconds in the two-lap race, 
only half a second slower than 
the Argyll age record.

Poppy also excelled in the 

standing triple jump, leaping 
out to 6.15 metres.

Emily Pagan from Rockfield 
school was the under-seven 
champion just ahead of Han-
nah Griffin from Park and 
Alexandra Harris, also from 
Park.

Niamh Burns from St Colum-
ba’s was a clear winner in the 
under-nine contest thanks to 
wins in the two-lap race, triple 
jump and speed bounce, and 
another girl from St Colum-
ba’s, Mia Campbell, was the 
under-11 champion. Mia had 
close competition from Zoe 
MacDonald and Kayla Stewart 
from Rockfield and Seonaid 
Burns from St Columba’s. Zoe 
had an impressive 15.5 metres 
throw in winning the javelin.

Park school dominated in the 
under-seven boys’ events with 
Joe Hill the winner ahead of 
James Harris.

James Muir from Rockfield 
won all five events in the under-

nines and excelled in the two-
lap race with 26.9 seconds and 
12.50 metres in the javelin.

The under-11s attracted 
an entry of 15 boys and the 
contest ended in a three-way 
tie between Morgan Gemmell 
from Park, George Pagan from 
Rockfield and Ewan Dowd 
from Park.

Morgan won the long jump 
and javelin throwing 16.75 me-
tres, the same distance as Ryan 
Hill from Park. George won 
the high jump with 1.23 metres 
and recorded 24.5 seconds for 
the two-lap race which was only 
0.2 seconds off the Argyll age 
record. 

The entry in the older age 
groups was disappointing 
as has been the pattern at 
the earlier competitions in 
Lochgilphead and Mull. Finlay 
MacLean, Rockfield, won the 
under-13s with brothers Fraser 
and Stewart Inglis winning 
the under-15s and under-17s 
respectively.

Many of the athletes taking 
part qualify to compete in 
the Argyll final to be held at 
Atlantis Leisure this Sunday, 
March 19. The final will start at 
noon with registration between 
11am and noon. The final will 
bring together the best young 
athletes from the competitions 
at Lochgilphead, Tobermory 
and Campbeltown  plus the 
qualifiers from last Wednesday 
in Oban. 

STUDENTS from Oban High 
School met their Glasgow 
Warriors’ heroes as they com-
peted in the quarter-final stage 
of the ScottishPower War-
riors Rugby Championships at 
Scotstoun Stadium in Glasgow 
recently.

Represented by their three 
teams of S1 (boys), S2 (boys) 
and under 15s (girls), Oban 
were treated to a guided tour 
of Scotstoun Stadium and re-
ceived pre-match advice from 
Scottish rugby ambassador, 
former Glasgow Warrior and 

Oban High School pupils meet their 
rugby heroes at Scotstoun 

Scotland international Alastair 
Kellock who was accompanied 
by Glasgow Warriors players 
Sean Lamont and Leonardo 
Sarto.  

Ultimately, Oban were 
pipped to the post for a place 
in the semi-finals, as Wallace 
High School from Stirling tri-
umphed in a thrilling round of 
quarter-final matches that also 
saw Duncanrig High School, 
Eastwood High School and St 
Thomas of Glasgow narrowly 
miss out on a semi-final spot. 
The day was a series of highly 

competitive fixtures with 
Wallace claiming victory in a 
nail-biting finale.  

Kellock said: ‘Oban High 
School can be really proud 
of their efforts today as they 
worked incredibly hard and 
showed off some excellent skills 
on an outstanding day of rugby. 

‘It’s great to see the next 
generation of players coming 
through and it’s been great 
helping give all the kids a taste 
of what it’s like to play for a 
professional club. 

‘I hope to see them back as 

part of next year’s tournament.’
Keith Anderson, the 

chief corporate officer with 
ScottishPower, said: ‘We’re 
delighted to continue working 
with the Glasgow Warriors to 
help promote rugby in local 
schools, and the increase in the 
number of the teams entering 
the competition this year has 
been wonderful to see. The 
ScottishPower Warriors Rugby 
Championship is a fantastic 
opportunity for schools to 
encourage students to get 
active through sport as well as 

providing them the chance to 
play rugby at the home of one 
of Europe’s premier clubs.’

Designed to promote active, 
healthy lifestyles among young 
people across Scotland, the 
ScottishPower Warriors Rugby 
Championship is a fundamental 
part of ScottishPower’s three-
year sponsorship of Glasgow 
Warriors and its commitment 
to supporting grassroots sport 
in Scotland.

Leonardo Sarto and Sean Lamont with the Oban High School S1 team. The under-15 girls’ team. Oban High School S2 squad.

Oban High’s Grace Thompson in action.

LAST Sunday the Green Army 
made the long journey over 
to Cupar to take on Howe of 
Fife. The previous meeting 
ended with a closely matched 
17-12 victory to Oban, and both 
teams have been swapping top 
position in the league recently 
so the ladies were expecting a 
tough game. Unfortunately, 
they mustered just 12 players, 
including only three backs, 
whereas Howe of Fife had the 
advantage of a full squad plus 
four substitutes to choose from.

With so many players playing 
out of position, including two 
forwards playing in the centres, 
it did take a while for the Oban 
ladies to settle into the match. 
However, they were rewarded 
for their efforts with the 
opening points after less than 
five minutes, thanks to winger 
Rachel MacDonald’s try.

Unfortunately, these were 
the only points Oban were able 
to obtain for the remainder of 
the game. Howe of Fife used 
their speed and strong backs to 
outplay Oban, with many a try 
coming from using the width of 
the pitch to their advantage. 

The host team’s back line was 
far more well-rehearsed and, 
unfortunately, the Green Army 
ladies found themselves drawn 
into playing the opposition’s 
game. This resulted in them 
being driven off the rucks and 
outrun on the wings time and 
time again, finding themselves 

West Regional Under-16 Shield
quarter-fi nal
Cartha Queens Park 5
Oban Lorne 36 
Oban Lorne U16s convincingly beat Cartha 
Queens Park on Sunday in Glasgow to progress 
into the West Shield semi-final next weekend. 
The Oban team have been playing well all season 
and have played a record number of fixtures.

This week’s semi-final game will be played on 
Sunday March 19 away to Greenock Wanderers 
RFC.

S1/2 Girls friendly fi xture
Oban Lorne/High 16
Auchterarder 23
Oban’s S1/2 girls’ team welcomed Auchterarder 
Community School to North Connel on Sunday. 
Auchterarder are renowned across the country for 
their strong girls’ rugby section and travelled with 
a squad of 20 players. Oban impressed against 
a more experienced opposition, scoring tries 
through Poppy McKillop (2), Jordan McIntyre, 
Charley Johnston and Mull’s Sophie Ralston. 
Oban also scored a successful conversion from 
Jordan McIntyre.

S1/2 friendly fi xture
Oban’s S1/2 boys’ team were heavily beaten 
against an impressive Glasgow Hawks team. The 
Oban team were missing some key players with 
injuries sustained in the midweek games at the 
Glasgow Warriors Rugby Championship and a 
few players unavailable for various reasons for the 
fixture. This is the S1/2s’ last game until after the 
Easter holidays.

Mini rugby festival postponed
With no playable rugby facilities being available in 
Oban, last Sunday’s mini rugby festival hosted by 
Oban Lorne RFC was unfortunately postponed 
much to the frustration of the players, coaches 
and parents.

Thanks from Oban Lorne goes to Etive Vikings 
RFC and the pitch committee at Taynuilt who 
kindly offered the use of the playing surface in 
the village. 

However, with a lack of pavilion space and 
catering facilities available, Oban Lorne decided 
to postpone the event until a later date.

The next mini rugby festival for clubs in Argyll 
and Bute will be on Saturday March 25 hosted by 
Mid Argyll RFC in Lochgilphead.

Heavy defeat for Lorne Ladies in Fife
59-5 down at the half-time 
whistle.

As the first half came towards 
an end, Oban started to get 
back to their own strategies, 
putting the power of their 
forwards pack to better use, 
and competing for the ball as 
they had travelled intending 
to do. New starts for the team 
this season, Selina Keppie and 
Nicole Taylor, showed great 
promise with some fearless 
tackling slowing Howe of Fife 
in their tracks.

As the second half played 

out, the Oban ladies stuck to 
their own game plan, using 
the forwards more. However, 
the opposition continued to 
use their strong back line, and 
Oban was simply lacking the 
pace required to defend. 

Unfortunately, scrum-half 
Lucy Stewart, an integral part 
of the team since she joined at 
the beginning of the season, 
went off part way through the 
second half so the team was 
down to 11 players. Now miss-
ing their regular scrum-half 
and stand-off due to injury, the 

ladies struggled to keep Howe 
of Fife at bay and, following 
a further injury, Oban found 
themselves down to only 10 
players. Howe of Fife continued 
to play with 12 and unsurpris-
ingly dominated the remainder 
of the game. 

The girls, who have finished 
all their home fixtures for the 
season, will travel to Annan on 
April 2 for their next fixture, 
which is set to be a grudge 
match after one win apiece at 
their previous meetings this 
season for the league and bowl.

Under-16s reach West Shield semi-fi nal

Oban Sports Hall athletics

OBAN’S Abi Evans battled it 
out against England last Sat-
urday in Scotland Women’s 
penultimate six nations 
match.
 Evans came on as a substi-
tute in the second half, in an 
attempt to overhaul a disap-
pointing first 40 minutes.

Scotland’s women found 
themselves 40-0 down at the 
break, and Evans and her 
teammates could only slow 

Athletics

the onslaught, with the match 
ending 64-0. Evans, who plays 
for Hillhead Jordanhill, re-
placed winger Lauren Harris. 
She was one of four changes 
made to the squad that de-
feated Wales 15-14 last week.

Scotland’s women, who are 
sitting on three points, will 
take on bottom-of-the-table 
Italy tomorrow (Friday).

Abi turns out for Scotland
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Magnifi cent seven for
Oban Camanachd
as Kinlochshiel top 
the Premiership 

Oban Camanachd manager
Ian Hay.

Oban Camanachd’s Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish and Lochaber’s Donald MacRae in a race for the ball 
during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest Premiership match at Moss� eld which the

 red and blacks won 7-0. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Kinlochshiel’s Paul Macrae shields the ball from Lovat’s Greg 
Matheson during last weekend’s game at Balgate. 

Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Glenurquhart’s Neale Reid and Newtonmore’s Rory Kennedy in 
action at Blairbeg last Saturday. The game ended in a 1-1 draw.

Photograph: Donald Cameron. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Lovat 2
Kinlochshiel 4
Kinlochshiel go top of the 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
following their 4-2 win over 
Lovat at Balgate.

Greg Matheson was passed 
fit to play for Lovat but Martin 
Mainland and Mark Kelly both 
missed out through injury. 
Bailey MacKay was also missing 
with Scott MacKenzie given a 
start in defence. 

Mark Macdonald was unavail-
able for ’Shiel so Donald Nixon 
dropped back into defence with 
his brother Alasdair given a 
start at wing centre.  

John MacRae was able to play 
but his booking against Oban 
Camanachd a week earlier 
means he will miss this coming 
Saturday’s trip to Tighnabruaich 
to play Kyles Athletic.  

Kinlochshiel went in front on 
10 minutes after a ball from the 
left dropped at the back post. 
Daniel Grieve missed a chance 
to clear which allowed Keith 
MacRae to trap the ball before 
sending a fierce shot into the net 
from the edge of the ‘D’. 

’Shiel doubled their lead on 
21 minutes but the goal wasn’t 
without controversy. There was 
a tussle inside the ‘D’ and the 
ball was flicked towards John 
MacRae who shot home. The 
referee awarded the goal after 
consulting with his goal judge 
but Lovat were furious, claiming 
offside and that the ball had 
been flicked outside the ‘D’ 
and that there was at least one 
visiting forward still inside the 
‘D’ when the ball was hit home. 

Worse was to follow for Lovat 
when Jordan Fraser collected 
the ball in space on 31 minutes 
and drove the ball into the back 
of the net to make it 3-0.    

The visitors were dominant in 
all areas of the field in the first 
half but Lovat were better after 
the break with Craig Mainland’s 
interval switch from the forward 
line to midfield helping them 
control the centre line.

The home side pulled a goal 
back on 57 minutes when Lorne 
MacKay floated a free-hit 
towards Graeme MacMillan 
who produced a superb finish, 

striking the ball across keeper 
Scott Kennedy into the net from 
20 yards out to make it 3-1.

Lovat didn’t get a chance to 
build on this though as ’Shiel 
restored their three-goal cush-
ion just a couple of minutes later 
through Keith MacRae with his 
third goal in two games. 

There was another contentious 
moment on 65 minutes. Lorne 
Mackay pulled defender Paul 
MacRae wide before crossing 
for Lewis Tawse to touch the 
ball past Scott Kennedy but the 
goal judge flagged for offside, a 
decision contested by the Lovat 
players. 

Lovat reduced the deficit on 75 
minutes when Greg Matheson 
pulled a shy from the left out 
of the air and hit the ball across 
the keeper into the net to make 
it 4-2. 

Lovat’s Danny Kelly suffered a 
nasty head injury, despite wear-
ing a helmet, which could make 
him a doubt for next week’s 
encounter with Kilmallie. 

Donald Nixon was outstanding 
in defence for Kinlochshiel who 
have now collected maximum 
points from two difficult open-
ing fixtures.  

Oban Camanachd 7
Lochaber 0
Oban Camanachd picked up 
their first points of the season 
when they beat Lochaber 7-0 at 
Mossfield.

Home boss Iain Hay was still 
without the injured Garry Lord 
whilst Scott MacKillop was 
ruled out with a shin problem 
but Scott MacMillan proved to 
be a more than able replace-
ment. Willie Neilson was passed 
fit to play and lined up at half 
back. 

Lochaber manager Ally Fergu-
son was minus Danny Delaney 
who is recovering from an eye 
operation.

Oban Camanachd, who took 
to the field wearing new strips, 
sponsored by The Oban Inn, 
went in front on 10 minutes. 
Andrew MacCuish won the ball 
from a ruck of players and took 
it in the ‘D’ before feigning by 
a defender and putting the ball 
past keeper Callum MacDonald 
to score.

Oban’s second goal on 16 min-
utes came from a free-hit. Aidan 
MacIntyre touched the ball to 

Daniel MacVicar who struck it 
into the bottom right corner of 
the net from 15 yards.

Aidan MacIntyre made it 3-0 
on 23 minutes. Andrew Mac-
Cuish took possession around 
35 yards out and played the ball 
to Malcolm Clark out wide who 
hit a high ball which dropped on 
goal and was saved with his feet 
by Callum MacDonald. 

The rebound fell into the path 
of Aidan MacIntyre at the edge 
of the ‘D’ though and he sent his 
shot into the top right corner of 
the net.

Oban Camanachd picked up 
where they left off a couple of 
minutes into the second half. 
Aidan MacIntyre delivered 
a high ball in towards the ‘D’ 
which was knocked away by the 
Lochaber defence to around 
the penalty spot where Malcolm 
Clark ran onto it and crashed a 
shot into the top right corner of 
the net to make it 4-0.

Connor Howe got in on the act 
on 71 minutes. Howe’s initial 
backhand shot from the penalty 

spot was blocked but the ball 
came back to him and he scored 
on his right side with the ball 
taking a slight deflection into 
the right hand side-netting.

The goals continued to flow 
and Andrew MacCuish got his 
second with 15 minutes remain-
ing. Malcolm Clark knocked a 
high clearance out of defence 
into the path of Connor Howe 
and he played a through pass to 
Andrew MacCuish who slotted 
the ball past MacDonald.

MacCuish then turned provid-
er as he squared a ball from the 
right into the centre of goal to 
Connor Howe who tucked the 
ball into bottom left corner of 
the net to make it 7-0 with just 
three minutes remaining. 

Glenurquhart 1
Newtonmore 1
Glenurquhart collected an 
unlikely point following a 1-1 
draw with Newtonmore in their 
1.30pm throw up at Blairbeg.

James MacPherson’s hat-trick 
in the previous weekend’s win 
over Kilmallie earned him a 
starting place in Iain MacLeod’s 
side. Andrew Corrigan was 
working and, with Stuart MacK-
intosh working his way back 
from injury, Garry MacKintosh 
continued to deputise in goal. 
Connor Golabek was given a 
marking job on Newtonmore 
danger-man Iain Robinson. 

Newtonmore had Andy MacK-
intosh free of suspension but 
manager Paul John MacKintosh 
started him on the bench. 

David MacLean was given 
a first start in the team in the 
buckshee forward position. 

Glenurquhart came out of 
the blocks quickly. Newton-
more played a long ball out of 
defence in the first minute and 
with David MacLean looking 
to take control, Fraser Heath 
nipped in to win possession. 
Heath played a long ball towards 
James MacPherson who turned 
his man and slipped the ball to 
Daniel MacKintosh who showed 
great composure to drill a shot 
past keeper Owen Fraser to 
make it 1-0 with only 85 seconds 
played.

Glenurquhart took confidence 
from the goal and Callum Smith 
and James MacPherson had 
chances to add to MacKintosh’s 
goal with Newtonmore on the 
back foot in the opening quarter 
of the game.

Newtonmore created a chance 
on 35 minutes when Glen Mack-
intosh shot from 20 yards. But 
Garry MacKintosh saved with 
his hand, deflecting the ball 
onto the post and away to safety. 

Newtonmore were forced to 
make a change five minutes 
before the break when Paul 
MacArthur came off with what 
looked like a hamstring prob-
lem. Andy MacKintosh came on 
in his place. 

The same pattern of play 
continued in the second half 
with Glenurquhart winning 
the midfield battle, with Eddie 
Tembo playing well on the wing, 
winning a lot of challenges.

Newtonmore pressed for a 
leveller and the pressure paid off 
on 70 minutes. The goal came 
initially from a ‘Glen’ attack 
with the ball cleared following 
a goal-mouth scramble. The 
ball was cleared into midfield 
where Jamie Robinson flicked 
it to Norman Campbell who 
turned his marker and slotted a 
low, hard shot from 22 yards into 
the net by keeper MacKintosh’s 
right post.

The home side responded and 
almost went back in front on 82 
minutes when Daniel MacK-
intosh broke away and fired a 
ferocious shot which beat keeper 
Fraser and hit the underside of 
the bar before being bundled 
away by the ’More defence.

A late Newtonmore attack 
saw a good ball from substitute 
Andy MacKintosh on the ’More 
left find Iain Robinson who was 
being pulled by a home defend-
er. Referee John Angus Gillies 
blew for the infringement but 
the ball broke to Norman Camp-
bell who fired it into the net. But 
the effort was ruled out as the 
referee had already blown. 

A draw seemed a fair result 
with John Barr and Glen MacK-
intosh having a great battle. 
Fraser Heath was commanding 
at buckshee back with Lachie 
Smith and Eddie Tembo having 
great games. 

Kingussie 0 
Kilmallie 0
Kingussie and Kilmallie shared 
the points in a 0-0 draw at the 
Dell.

Kingussie had the better of 
the first half with Savio Genini 
passing up a chance at the back 
post and Roddy Young sending 
a shot over the top from the edge 
of the ‘D’. 

Kingussie found the on-form 
Kilmallie defence to be well 
organised which meant keeper 
Shane Gillies wasn’t overly 
worked, although he did well to 
palm away and then clear a shot 

from distance. Tempers flared 
late in the first half following 
a Martin Stewart challenge on 
Roddy Young.

Duncan Rodger had an effort 
ruled out for offside early in 
the second half and Kilmallie, 
urged on by Innes Blackhall in 
midfield, now had the edge.

Kingussie keeper Craig Daw-
son made two very good saves 
with his feet to deny Duncan 
Rodger and Michael Rodger. 

The game’s flashpoint came 
five minutes from time when 
referee Calum Girvan sent off 
Kilmallie’s Michael Rodger for 
a second yellow card following a 
challenge on Rory MacKeachan. 
Rodger will miss this coming 
weekend’s league trip to Balgate 
to play Lovat.  

Kingussie’s Martin Dallas 
could have won it at the death 
but Shane Gillies pulled off a 
neat save. 

Both defences were on top 
form with James Hutchison and 
Lee Bain good for Kingussie 
whilst Allan MacDonald and 
Peter Carmichael performed 
well for Kilmallie.

Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Kyles Athletic P 
The match between Kyles Ath-
letic and Glasgow Mid Argyll 
was switched to Peterson Park, 
Yoker, after Kyles’ Tighnabru-
aich pitch was ruled unplayable 
earlier in the week. However, 
the match was postponed on 
Saturday morning following a 
bereavement.

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Fort William 3 
Strathglass 2 
Fort William twice came from 
behind to beat Strathglass 3-2 at 
An Aird.

Strathglass went in front after 
19 minutes when Josh Fraser 
scored.

Fort William full centre Niall 
MacPhee got the equaliser 
when his speculative ball from 
midfield dropped into the 
Strathglass net to make it 1-1 
with 27 minutes played. 

Josh Fraser got his second 
on 37 minutes. The goal came 
against the run of play with 
Fraser blasting the ball into 
the roof of the net giving David 
Balharry’s side the edge at the 
break.

The second half was only a 
couple of minutes old when 
the home side drew level again. 
Daniel Stewart got the goal with 
a fine finish. 

Fort William manager Victor 

Smith sent youngster Lewis 
Clark on for Scott Henderson as 
his side tried to get in front for 
the first time. 

And they did just that with 
what proved to be the winning 
goal on 56 minutes when JD 
MacMaster forced the ball home 
from a tight angle. 

Calum Shepherd was excellent 
for the home side and the victory 
leaves Fort William as early 
league leaders ahead of their 
trip to Castle Leod to take on 
Caberfeidh this Saturday. 

Caberfeidh 0
Skye Camanachd 0
Caberfeidh and Skye Cama-
nachd played out a 0-0 draw at 
Castle Leod.

Caberfeidh boss Jodi Gorski 
was without Neil MacKenzie 
who served the second game of 
a two match ban.

Skye co-managers Willie Cow-
ie and Peter Gordon travelled 
without Steven Morrison, Dan-
ny Morrison, Iain Nicolson and 
Ally ‘Spod’ MacLeod so there 
were call ups for Stewart Grant, 
Calum Gibb, Iain MacLellan 
and David Grant. Youngster 
Ruaraidh MacLeod was given 
a first senior start and played 90 
minutes. 

Ewan Picher in the Caberfeidh 
goal twice saved well from 
Ruaraidh MacLeod in the first 
half and made an excellent stop 
from Jordan Murchison after 
the interval. 

Caberfeidh almost won it at 
the death, but Skye goalie Iain 
MacLeod did well to keep the 
ball out with his feet.  

Next up for Skye is a trip to 
Ganavan to face Oban Celtic. 

Inverness 1
Beauly 2
Beauly came from a goal down 
to beat Inverness 2-1 in their 
1pm throw up at Bught Park.

Inverness had Davie Glass 
free of suspension but William 
MacKinnon was sidelined after 
breaking a finger in the defeat to 
Skye a week earlier. 

Keeper Iain Munro returned 
for Inverness and took over 
from Andy Reid in goal. Munro 
was late in arriving for the game 
though so David Campbell 
stood in between the sticks for 
the opening 12 minutes. 

Beauly were still without 
Barrie MacDonald who is re-
covering from a knee injury but 
Greg Tillman has rejoined the 
club after a spell with Aberdeen 
University. 

Inverness, playing with the 
wind at their backs, took the 
lead on 14 minutes. A great long 
ball from midfield from Dougie 
Rankin was controlled by James 
Cameron with his back to goal. 
Cameron then turned Liam 
Girvan and hammered the ball 
into the net to make it 1-0. 

Beauly drew level before the 
break when Daniel Lamont shot 
through a ruck of players to 
score for the second successive 
Saturday. The goal came on 39 
minutes and set the teams up 
nicely for the second 45 minutes.

The winning goal came 10 
minutes into the second half 
when Beauly youngster Robbie 
Brindle found the back of the 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday March 11
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart 1 v 1 Newtonmore 
Lovat 2 v 4 Kinlochshiel  
Glasgow MA P v P Kyles Athletic
Postponed due to bereavement 
Oban Camanachd 7 v 0  Lochaber
Kingussie 0 v 0  Kilmallie  

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William 3 v 2 Strathglass 
Inverness 1 v 2 Beauly  
Caberfeidh 0 v 0 Skye 
Inveraray P v P Oban Celtic
Unplayable field  

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kingussie P v P Fort William
Unplayable field   
Newtonmore 4 v 0 Glenurquhart
Skye P v P Kinlochshiel
Unplayable field 
Aberdeen University P v P  Beauly
Unplayable field 

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Kilmory P v P Kyles Athletic
Unplayable field  
Col Glen 1 v 2 Aberdour  
Taynuilt 0 v 1 Ballachulish  
Glenorchy P v P Lochside Rovers
Unplayable field 

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Lochaber 5 v 1 Lovat
Lochcarron 6 v 1 Inverness  
Boleskine 3 v 0 Lewis
Glengarry 5 v 1 Caberfeidh 
Strathglass 1 v 4 Strathspey  

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Glasgow Mid Argyll P v P Strachur
Due to bereavement 
Oban Lorn P v P Bute
Unplayable field 
Aberdour 1 v 1 Dunoon 

Hannah Johnston turned out for Inverness against Lochcarron in 
a North Division Two match last weekend. Hannah is pictured in a 
race for the ball with Rory MacKenzie. Unfortunately for Hannah 

her team lost 6-1. Photograph: Annie MacDonald.

Saturday March 18
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Glenurquhart
Neil Ferguson
Kyles Athletic v Kinlochshiel 
Graham Cameron
Lochaber v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Martin MacLean
Lovat v Kilmallie  
Innes Wood
Oban Caman v Newtonmore 
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly v Strathglass  
Calum Girvan
Caberfeidh v Fort William   
Evan MacRae
Inverness v Inveraray   
Deek Cameron 
Oban Celtic v Skye  
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William v Beauly   
Ronnie Campbell  
Glenurquhart v Skye   
Willie MacDonald 
Newtonmore v Aberdeen Uni 
John Wood
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie   
Archie Ritchie 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic  
Alan Harrison 
Ballachulish v Col Glen   
Scott McNeil
Bute v Taynuilt  
Ross Brown
Glenorchy v Kilmory  
Ewen MacDonald
Tayforth v Lochside Rovers   
Robert Baxter 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Caberfeidh   
Brian MacKay
Kilmallie v Inverness   
Des McNulty
Lovat v Lewis   
John Matheson - 1pm
Strathglass v Lochcarron   
John Angus Gillies
Strathspey v Glengarry  
Iain Kennedy - 1.30pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute  
Neil MacDonald 
Inveraray v Oban Lorn   
Euan Pearson
Strachur v Dunoon   
Jim Innes

Throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

net to make it 2-1, although the 
final touch may have been off an 
Inverness defender.

Ian Munro looks to be a good 
signing for the Highland Capital 
side. The former Skye goalie is a 
good shot stopper, is calm under 
pressure and is a good hitter of 
the ball. 

Inveraray P
Oban Celtic P
The meeting between Inveraray 
and Oban Celtic was postponed 
as the Winterton was unplaya-
ble. A switch to Ganavan wasn’t 
possible as it was also unplaya-
ble, whilst Mossfield was unable 
to take two games.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 4 
Glenurquhart 0
With their opening match of the 
season postponed last weekend, 
league champions Newtonmore 
reserves finally got under way 
with a 4-0 victory over the 
Glenurquhart reserves in their 
1.30pm throw up at the Eilan. 

Two goals late in the first half 
gave ’More the edge. Craig Ma-
cLeod gave them the lead on 40 
minutes with John MacKenzie 
making it 2-0 a couple of min-
utes later. 

A second half double from 
Calum Stewart, now back play-
ing after a spell abroad, made it 
4-0. Stewart’s strikes came on 70 
and 84 minutes. 

Aberdeen University P
Beauly P
The match between Aberdeen 
University and the Beauly 
seconds was called off on Sat-
urday morning as the student’s 
Balgownie pitch was unplayable.

Skye Camanachd P
Kinlochshiel P
The game between the Skye 
Camanachd and Kinlochshiel 
second teams at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, was postponed. 

The pitch in Portree was dam-
aged in both goal areas follow-
ing last week’s first team match 
between Skye and Inverness and 
hadn’t recovered in time. 

Switching the game to Kirkton 
wasn’t an option as Kinlochshi-
el’s pitch was also unplayable.

Kingussie P
Fort William P
The noon throw up between 
the Kingussie colts and the Fort 
William colts was postponed 
as the Dell couldn’t take two 
games. The teams looked at 
switching the venue but An Aird 
also couldn’t host two games.  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Taynuilt 0
Ballachulish 1
Ballachulish returned from 
Taynuilt Sports Field with both 
points courtesy of a 1-0 win over 
Taynuilt after the game survived 
a Saturday morning pitch in-
spection. 

The visitors thought they had 
taken the lead midway through 
the first half when Lorne Brown 
got on the end of a Jack Ma-
cLean corner at the front of the 
‘D’. Brown took the ball down 
and drove it home, but referee 
Iain Kennedy ruled the effort 
out for offside. 

Balla’ had a chance to go in 
front as the contest moved into 
the final 10 minutes of the first 
half. Balla’s John MacDonald 
played a ball over the top which 
was misjudged by the Taynuilt 
defence. Lorne Brown got away 
from Taynuilt defender Jimmy 
MacLaren but referee Kennedy 
spotted that MacLaren had a 
hold of Brown’s stick and point-
ed to the spot. Captain Brown 
took responsibility with the 
spot-hit but it was one to forget 
as he sent the ball over the bar. 

Brown made amends on 65 
minutes with the only goal of the 
game. The full forward got on 
the end of a long Craig Mclauch-
lan ball from midfield. Brown 
took a touch, turned and sent a 
shot on target which seemed to 
deceive the keeper and the ball 
nestled in the bottom right hand 
corner of the net. 

It was a good, even game but 
Balla’ did enough to take the 
points with Brown’s strike mak-
ing the difference. 

Col Glen 1
Aberdour 2
Aberdour were without Jack 
Mitchell who suffered an eye 
injury in the previous weekend’s 
defeat to Lochside Rovers.  

The first half was end-to-end 
but Col Glen looked the more 
likely to go ahead. 

The visitors finished the half 
strongly though and some great 
forward link-up play gave Roddy 
MacColl the chance to break the 
deadlock. He didn’t disappoint, 
making it 1-0 with five first half 
minutes remaining. 

David MacDougall added 
a second for Aberdour on 70 
minutes with his first goal for 
the senior side.

Tom Irvine scored for the 
home side on the stroke of full 
time, but Aberdour took the 
points. 

Glenorchy P
Lochside Rovers P
The match between Glenorchy 
and Lochside Rovers was 
postponed as Mart Park was 
unplayable.

Kilmory P
Kyles Athletic P 
A waterlogged pitch at MacRae 
Park led to the postponement 
of the 2pm throw-up between 
Kilmory and the Kyles Athletic 
second team.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 5
Caberfeidh 1
Glengarry showed they will be 
a force to reckon with in this 
division when they followed up 
the previous weekend’s 8-1 win 
over Lewis Camanachd with a 

5-1 victory over the Caberfeidh 
seconds. 

This game was moved to the 
Bught Park earlier in the week.

Cabers signed former Lovat 
and Boleskine player Jamie 
Matheson during the week and 
he gave them the lead on 38 
minutes with a debut goal. 

’Garry made a great start to the 
second half and Nick Dalgety on 
47 minutes and David Rodgers 
just 60 seconds later had them 
in front.

Raymond Robertson made it 
3-1 on 59 minutes and went on to 
complete his hat-trick with late 
strikes on 80 and 89 minutes to 
take his tally to seven goals for 
the season.  

The match was refereed by for-
mer Strathglass keeper Steven 
MacLachlan. 

Lochaber 5
Lovat 1
The Lochaber second team 
are fancied by many to have a 
good season in this division and 
their first match of the league 
campaign saw them defeat the 
Lovat second team 5-1 at Spean 
Bridge.

Grant Matheson gave Loch-
aber the lead on 25 minutes and 
youngster Max Campbell made 
it 2-0 on 31 minutes. 

Lovat pulled a goal back 
through Raymond Rennie on 35 
minutes but Lachlan Campbell 
made it 3-1 on 39 minutes. 

Lachlan Campbell’s son Max 
got his second to make it 4-1 on 
the stroke of half time and Lo-
chaber looked good for the win.

The only goal of the second 
half was scored by Keith Neville 
who made it 5-1 on 73 minutes. 

Boleskine 3 
Lewis Camanachd 0
Boleskine’s first competitive 
action of the season saw them 
overcome Lewis Camanachd 
3-0 in their 1pm throw up at 
Smith Park.

Neil Hope gave the home side 
the lead following a corner on 10 
minutes.

Paul Duke went close for Lew-
is before Lewis Smith drilled 
the ball low into the net to give 
Boleskine a 2-0 lead. 

A superb finish from Neil 
Hope secured his second and 
Boleskine’s third goal on 65 
minutes.

Ronan Sinclair saw a late shot 
well saved so there was no con-
solation for Lewis and Boleskine 
ran out 3-0 winners.  

Lochcarron 6
Inverness 1 
Lochcarron opened their season 
with a 6-1 victory over Inverness 
seconds at Battery Park.

With Gregor Cushnie depart-
ed for Aberdeen University and 
Nick Dalgety joining Glengarry, 
Lochcarron have at least been 
able to add Oban-based Lance 
MacCuish to their squad as he is 
working in the area. 

Inverness were without the 
experienced Ewen MacKinnon 
who has a broken foot.

Sean MacCuish settled the 
home side into the game with 
a goal after eight minutes and 
Lance MacCuish made it 2-0 on 
23 minutes. 

Lachlan Dean Morrison 

added a third on 39 minutes but 
Michael Chisholm pulled a goal 
back on the stroke of half-time. 

Lance MacCuish got his sec-
ond a minute after the restart to 
make it 4-1.

A second from Sean MacCuish 
made it 5-1 with 10 minutes 
remaining, whilst Liam Arnott 
scored three minutes later to 
round off the 6-1 win. 

Strathglass 1
Strathspey Camanachd 4
Strathspey Camanachd are only 
behind league leaders Glengar-
ry on goal difference after they 
defeated the Strathglass second 
team 4-1 at Cannich.

Struan Ross gave the visitors a 
24 minute lead but Penri Jones 
levelled five minutes before the 
break.

The second half belonged to 
the visitors. Donald Colville put 
them back in front on 67 minutes 
with Connor Aubrey adding a 
third three minutes later. 

A second Donald Colville goal 
on 72 minutes completed the 4-1 
win.   

The Kilmallie reserves were 
the free team in this 11-team 
league.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour 1
Dunoon Camanachd 1 
In the only league match played 
in Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 2 this season, Aberdour re-
serves and Dunoon Camanachd 
drew 1-1 at Silversands.

David Young gave Dunoon the 
lead just before half time with 
his first goal for the club. 

Aberdour responded strongly, 
putting Dunoon under pressure, 
and they got their reward when 
Kevin Latimer made it 1-1. 
Oban Lorn P
Bute P
Oban Lorn are still to see com-
petitive action this season after 
their meeting with the Bute colts 
was called off as the pitch at 
Ganavan failed a Saturday 
morning inspection.

Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Strachur P
The encounter between Glasgow 
Mid Argyll seconds and Strachur 
at Yoker will be re-scheduled 
following a bereavement. 

The Inveraray second team 
were the free team in this sev-
en-team league.

WCA Round Up
The first top flight fixtures of 
the new Women’s Camanachd 
Association took place last 
weekend.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Skye Camanachd 5
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
League champions Skye got 
their season off to a great start 
with a 5-1 win over Glasgow Mid 
Argyll in their noon throw up at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree. 

GMA showed no ill-effects 
from their 6am departure to 
journey north and took the lead 
after six minutes when Lyndsay 
Michie scored after home goalie 
Sarah Jane Ferguson had made 
a good double save.

Lorna MacRae equalised on 16 
minutes after she burst through 
the GMA defence. Her initial 
shot deflected off GMA keeper 
Eleanor Fraser who turned 
and volleyed the ball away but 
the goal judge ruled it had just 
crossed the line. 

A fine last-gasp challenge from 
Alana Harrison halted a Lorna 
MacRae run when she looked 
sure to score. The islanders did 
go in front on 26 minutes and it 
was Lorna MacRae who did the 
damage again. Jenna Beaton 
found Abby MacLean who 
played a neat reverse pass to 
MacRae and her blistering shot 
from the left flew into the roof 
of the net. 

GMA finished the half on the 
attack, but were unable to draw 
level. 

Skye opened the second period 
with purpose and set siege on 
the GMA goal. 

They extended their lead on 46 
minutes when Lorna MacRae 
picked up a Helen Lamond shy 
on the right and cut the ball back 
to Abby MacLean who smashed 
the ball into the roof of the net 
to make it 3-1. 

Eleanor Fraser was in the 
GMA goal as regular keeper 
Stephanie Keenan was unavail-
able. 

Eleanor made several fine 
saves including one above her 
head with her caman to deny 
Rhianna Kirk who fired goal-
wards from wide on the right.

Lorna MacRae shot just inches 
over the bar moments later. 

Abby MacLean was on target 
again on 49 minutes when she 

turned a Jenna Beaton cross 
from the left into the net to 
make it 4-1.

Skye rounded off the 5-1 
win on 63 minutes when Abby 
MacLean swept a Kirsty Dibble 
shy to Lorna MacRae who des-
patched the ball low into the net.

Rachel McCafferty and Lucy 
McNulty were best for GMA 
with Lorna MacRae and Abby 
MacLean shining for Skye.    

Lochaber 2
Badenoch & Strathspey 1
Lochaber beat Badenoch & 
Strathspey 2-1 in a tight game at 
Spean Bridge on Sunday March  
12.

The sides were level at a goal 
apiece at the break. Alison 
MacVicar was on target for 
Lochaber with Megan Ralph 
getting the Badenoch goal. 

Lochaber edged it after the 
break though with the winning 
goal coming from Kirsty Del-
aney. 

Lovat 3
Fort William 5
Lovat and Fort William, both 
newly promoted to the top 
flight, met at Balgate with the 
Fort taking the points with a 5-3 
win on Sunday March 12.

Zoe Smith put Fort William in 
front on 12 minutes but Nikki 
Grant levelled on 24 minutes.

Fort William regained the lead 
on 43 minutes with Zoe Smith 
again doing the damage. 

Fiona Urquhart drew Lovat 
level for a second time on the 
hour mark but Zoe Smith com-
pleted her hat-trick five minutes 
later.

There was still time for Elaine 
Wink and Zoe Smith to add to 
Fort William’s tally, coupled 
with another Fiona Urquhart 
goal for Lovat making the final 
score 5-3 for Fort William. 

Fort William’s Katie Higgins keeps possession of the ball despite 
close attention from Lovat’s Lucia Rothe. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Oban Camanachd in their new strips kindly sponsored by The Oban Inn. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.
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Sport
Atlantis to 
host Argyll
Sports Hall 
athletics 
fi nal event

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results: Under- 
13s 2, Dumbarton Riverside 6. 
Scoring for Saints were Thomas 
McCrindle and Pearce MacBeth. 
Under-14s 1, KSC Thistle 0; On 
target for Saints was Connor 
Moore; Under-15s 5, Scotstoun 
Athletic 4. Saints goalscorers  
were Aidan MacPhee (2), Aaron 
Mckay, Cameron Clark and 
Jordan Norman. Antonine 2, 
Under 16s 0. 
 Next weekend’s fixtures 
– Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Under-13s; Under 14s v East 
End United; Scotstoun Athletic 
v Under-15s. Regional Cup, 
semi-final – Wishaw Wycombe 
Wanderers v Under-16s.  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 16, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 01.54 0.8 07.39 3.9 14.22 1.1 19.58 3.8
Fri 02.27 1.0 08.09 3.7 14.54 1.3 20.29 3.6
Sat 03.02 1.3 08.39 3.5 15.30 1.5 21.04 3.4
Sun 03.41 1.5 09.10 3.2 16.14 1.7 21.44 3.1
Mon 04.30 1.8 09.48 3.0 17.12 1.9 22.39 2.9
Tues 05.32 2.0 10.46 2.7 18.23 2.0  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.44 2.8 06.46 2.0 13.59 2.7 19.44 1.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

12
6

4

Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 9ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 9ºC.

Athletics

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football

LAST weekend’s results: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, seventh 
round replay – Oban Saints 4, 
Letham 3. Premier Division 
– Goldenhill 4, Campbeltown 
1; Premier 1 – Dunoon 4, 
Rosehill Star 3; Premier 
2A – Lochgilphead Red Star 4, 
Broomhill 0. Hall Cup, group 
stage – Houston 3, Tarbert 1.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, third 
round – Houston v Campbel-
town Pupils; Hall Cup, group 
stage – Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Tarbert; Premier Division – 
Oban Saints v St Joseph’s FP. 

Oban Saints      4          
Letham       3             
Scottish Cup – 7th round replay

Brave fi ght-back sees Saints march 
into Scottish Cup quarter fi nals
‘I was fearing the worst when 
we were 3-1 down but the 
boys showed great character 
to � ght their way back to win’

Paul Carmichael, centre, opens the scoring during the Scottish Cup seventh round replay against Letham at Glencruitten last Saturday.
 Match report and photos: Derek Black

LAST Saturday at Glencruitten 
Oban Saints and Perthshire 
Amateur Football Association 
Division One leaders and 
reigning champions Letham 
served up the sequel to their 
Scottish Amateur Cup thriller 
which more than lived up to the 
previous week’s first instalment.

Injuries to Graham Douglas 
and Ross Maitland and the 
non-availability of Martin Bonar 
forced manager Alex Craik to 
change his squad, which he was 
also able to leave himself out of. 
Thomas McCulloch returned 
between the posts with Dene 
Cassells and Myles McAuley 
returning after a two-week ab-
sence to take their places on the 
bench alongside Matthew Kelly, 
Ross Maitland and Dean Smith.

Saints kicked off attacking the 
railway line end and the match 
was quickly up to the frantic 
speed of the previous encounter. 
A first-minute barge into Paul 
Carmichael by Michael Rylance 
gave Saints a free kick midway 
inside the Letham half and wide 
on the Saints right. Willie Gem-
mell sent a dangerous ball to the 
back post where Gavin Smith 
beat Donald Campbell in the 
air to head behind for a corner 
kick on the Saints left. Gemmell 
trotted across to take the kick 
and went low, picking out Marc 
Maccallum at the near post. 
Marc let the ball run between his 
legs, taking out three Letham 
defenders and opening up space 
for Paul Carmichael to slot the 
ball left-footed low past Steven 
McEwan to open the scoring 
inside the second minute.

Saints kept Letham pinned 
backed and four minutes later 
had the opportunity to put some 
daylight between themselves 
and their visitors. A good 
passing move involving Paul 
Carmichael, Donald Campbell 
and Craig MacEwan sent Brian 
Mackay racing into the Letham 
box chased by Sean Ferrie. The 
tall Letham skipper made a 

sliding tackle through the back 
of Brian, winning the ball but 
felling the Saints man in the pro-
cess. Referee Thomas Gilchrist 
had no hesitation in pointing 
to the spot and took the name 
of Letham midfielder Robbie 
Green for his protestations.

Craig MacEwan had placed 
last week’s penalty low to the 
keeper’s right and that’s exactly 
where Steven McEwan guessed 
this one would go. Craig, how-
ever, went diagonally opposite, 
aiming for the postage stamp 
corner but sending the ball 
wide of the upright, wasting the 
chance to capitalise fully on 
Saints’ early domination.

The Saints penalty miss gave 
the visitors a major confidence 
boost and Dale Smart stung the 
palms of Saints keeper Thomas 
McCulloch with a firmly struck 
shot from 25 yards. 

Willie Gemmell came within 
inches of doubling the Saints 
advantage in the 13th minute. 
Donald Campbell knocked 
down Willie’s long ball to Craig 
MacEwan on the Letham 18-
yard line. Craig rolled the ball 
back to Willie who, from 25 
yards, left Steven McEwan firm-
ly rooted to the spot but sent 
his shot the wrong side of the 
Letham keeper’s left-hand post.

In the 18th minute, Jamie 

Graham was beaten by William 
Carle trying to see the ball out 
for a goal kick after another 
break on the Letham left. The 
big Letham striker dispossessed 
Jamie and fired a low cross into 
the six-yard box where Scott 
Maitland was well placed to turn 
the ball behind for a corner kick. 

Letham carry a particular 
aerial threat but the Saints de-
fence were equal to the task and 
cleared the corner kick from the 
right comfortably.

Donald Campbell spurned 
a good opportunity to work 
Steven McEwan in the Letham 
goal, latching onto a 20th min-
ute Craig MacEwan turn and 
lay-off but sending his shot from 
18 yards straight at the Letham 
keeper.

A calamitous five-minute 
period from Saints completely 
undid their own good start and 
handed the initiative firmly to 
the visitors. A long throw from 
the left from Alan Cunningham 
bounced across the Saints 
box where Willie Gemmell 
inexplicably threw out an arm 
to control the ball, giving Mr 
Gilchrist an easy decision to 
award a penalty kick. The 
chance to bring his team back 
into the match was grabbed with 
both hands by William Carle 
who succeeded where Craig 
MacEwan had failed in finding 
the postage stamp corner.

The visitors then won a throw-
in level with the Saints 18-yard 
line. The home side again failed 
to deal with the long throw-in, 
allowing the ball to bounce in 
the box with Aaron Galletly 
nipping in at the near post to 
bundle home from six yards and 
turn the scoreline on its head.

Things turned from bad to 
worse in the 27th minute when 
Saints were carved open down 

their right hand side once again. 
Dale Smart turned the ball 
across the face of goal for strike 
partner William Carle to knock 
the ball past the hopelessly ex-
posed Thomas McCulloch, leav-
ing Saints a mountain to climb 
to get back into a game which 
they had been firmly in control 
of just five minutes earlier.

A shell-shocked Saints dusted 
themselves down thankful that 
there was plenty of time left 
on the clock to complete their 
ascent and took heart from a 
good opening created on the 
half-hour mark although Craig 
MacEwan’s shot at goal lacked 
the power to fully extend Steven 
McEwan who made a comforta-
ble save.

Saints reached base camp in 
the 32nd minute with a trade-
mark Willie Gemmell free kick. 
Aaron Galletly fouled Donald 
Campbell 28 yards from goal 
and slightly left of centre. 

Willie, who had drawn two 
good saves low down to his right 
from Steven McEwan from sim-
ilar positions in the first match, 
decided to go up and over the 
wall on this occasion. In classic 
Beckhamesque style, Willie 
curled the ball over the three-
man wall and into the bottom 
corner to bring Saints roaring 
back into the game.

Saints’ ascent of the mountain 
reached a crucial stage five min-
utes before the interval. Scott 
Maitland made good ground 
on the Saints left and rolled 
a pass up to Craig MacEwan, 
who quickly sent Brian Mackay 
spinning in behind Gavin Smith 
and into the box. Benn Blyth 
came across to block Brian’s 
progress with the Saints man 
forced to turn the ball back to 
Scott Maitland. Scott fed Don-
ald Campbell in space 10 yards 
out from where Donald curled a 
delicious finish into the bottom 
corner past Steven McEwan’s 
left hand and it was game on.

The topsy turvy first half ended 
all square with Saints definitely 
the happier of the two teams to 
have clawed their way back into 
a game which had threatened to 
run away from them.

The second half was an entirely 
different proposition with Saints 
dominating almost entirely,and  
limiting their opponents to 
occasional counter-attacks. 

Saints survived a first second-
half minute scare when Jamie 
Graham and Thomas McCull-
och got into a fankle, leaving a 

long ball over the top to each 
other.

Letham keeper Steven McE-
wan denied Donald Campbell 
acrobatically, tipping over Don-
ald’s dipping shot for a corner 
kick. Not for the first time, Marc 
Maccallum won the near-post 
header and was unfortunate to 
see his effort stopped on the 
goal line by Nathan Kennedy.

Brian Mackay’s industry was 
a constant source of worry for 
the Letham rearguard but his 
finishing proved less so with 
two very presentable chances 
spurned in as many minutes. 

As the game wore on Saints 
were getting in behind the 
Letham defence with increasing 
regularity but the killer finish 
continued to elude them.

A hopeful Letham appeal for 
handball against Marc Mac-
callum was dismissed by Mr 
Gilchrist, with the Motherwell 
whistler indicating that Marc 
had controlled the ball with his 
chest.

With six minutes of the 90 
remaining and extra time look-
ing a distinct possibility, Saints 
finally reached the summit of 
the mountain they had given 
themselves to climb. Donald 
Campbell made a surging run 
into the box, holding off the close 
attentions of Michael Rylance, 
to reach the bye-line. Donald’s 
cut back was frustratingly just 
behind Paul Carmichael on the 
six-yard line but Paul Kerr was 
on hand to rifle the ball home 
from eight yards, beating Steven 
McEwan low down at his near 
post.

Knowing that a Letham aerial 
assault would be forthcoming, 

manager Alex Craik immediate-
ly withdrew Willie Gemmell, re-
placing him with Dene Cassells 
to add height at the back. Dene 
was immediately into the thick 
of the action winning a header 
against William Carle from a 
deep cross from the right wing.

Having run himself into the 
ground, Brian Mackay made 
way for Myles McAuley in the 
87th minute. Paul Kerr’s heroic 
performance came to an end 
moments later when he picked 
up a knock making a vital block 
to stop a Letham counter-attack 
deep in the Letham half. Paul 
was replaced by Dean Smith, 
whose fresh legs up front would 
provide the out ball with Paul 
Carmichael and Donald Camp-
bell dropping deeper to bolster 
the midfield.

Thankfully, Saints saw off the 
danger and managed to run 
down the clock to inflict a first 
defeat of the season on their 
Perthshire opponents.

The four additional minutes 
allowed by the referee, who 
had an excellent game, were 
not without incident, with Mr 
Gilchrist using all his experi-
ence to successfully keep the 
lid on a 93rd-minute flashpoint 
when Gavin Anderson slid in 
late on Paul Carmichael on the 
touchline in front of the Letham 
bench. The badly-timed tackle 
sparked a melee which Mr 
Gilchrist brought under control 
and earned Anderson a yellow 
card which was the final act of 
a blockbuster of a cup tie full of 
skill and endeavour from both 
sides.

Saints will now face Barca-
Milton 97 of the Lothian and 
Edinburgh AFA in the quarter-
finals. The tie is scheduled for 
Saturday March 25 at the Jewel, 
Duddingston, Edinburgh.

Manager Alex Craik was de-
lighted at the response from his 
team. He said: ‘I was fearing the 
worst when we were 3-1 down 
but the boys showed tremendous 
character to fight their way back 
to win. We were the better team, 
especially in the second half, 
and fully deserve to be in the 
quater-finals.

Saints return to league duty 
on Saturday with a tough home 
game against old rivals St 
Joseph’s FP. Kick-off is 2pm at 
Glencruitten with referee John 
Scott in charge.

Football

Willie Gemmell, No 10, curls this free kick past Letham keeper Steven McEwan to make
 the score 3-2.

Willie Gemmell and Paul 
Carmichael celebrate Donald 

Campbell’s equaliser.
 Photo: Stephen Lawson

Paul Kerr scored the winner 
with six minutes left.

ATLANTIS Leisure in Oban 
is the venue this Sunday March 
19 for the Argyll Sports Hall 
athletics final.
 The competition starts at noon 
in the large games hall at At-
lantis, with young athletes from 
most parts of Argyll taking part 
in various running, jumping and 
throwing events. 

The final on Sunday is the 
last of a series of competitions 
held in the district this winter 
starting with local area events 
in Lochgilphead, Tobermory, 
Oban and culminating in the 
Kintyre area event on Sunday 
March 5.

Successful qualifiers from the 
local contests will now come 
together in Oban on Sunday 
with as many as 120 young 
athletes, from five to 16 years, 
participating in what should be 
an enthralling competition.

Athletes are reminded to reg-
ister between 11am and noon 
on Sunday with the first events 
starting just after noon. 

Trophies will be awarded to 
first, second and third overall in 
each age group. 

The Argyll Sports Hall com-
petitions are promoted by Mid 
Argyll Athletic Club.  

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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THE ‘FATHER of Scottish 
ski-ing’ Philip Rankin has 
died just a month before his 
100th birthday.

Mr Rankin, founder of 
Scotland’s � rst ski centre 
at Glencoe, died on Sunday 
March 12 at his home in Bal-
lachulish, aged 99. His close 
friend Viki Sutherland has 
given an insightful account 
of his life to The Oban Times.

To read the full obituary 
turn to page 24.

Glencoe ski man 
dies, aged 99

A BUS company is to reinstate 
its Sunday service between Fort 
William and Kinlochleven.

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Andrew Baxter 
took to social media on Monday 
night after he was informed 
by a Highland Council repre-
sentative that Stagecoach is to 
reinstated the service.

Left: Local residents arrive to 
discuss bus timetables with 

Stagecoach at a meeting in Fort 
William. 

WORK on a new Fort William 
Costa Co� ee drive-through is 
in full swing this week.

The Highland Council 
approved plans for the new 
Costa Co� ee at Nevis Square, 
North Road, in October last 
year and Belfast developers 
Herbal Eastern Ltd are now 
on site with construction well 
under way.

The plans also include car 
parking and outdoor seating.

A petition to stop the de-
velopment was launched on 
Change.org in July 2016 by the 
Lochaber Residents Forum.

The petition, which was only 
signed by 18 people, called for 
councillors in ward 12 and 22 
to ‘consider the impact this will 
have on an already busy North 
Road’.

The petition also stated the 
group wanted to support local 
businesses ‘but are not given 
the chance’.

The Oban Times contacted 
Costa but they did not respond 
before our deadline.

Work starts on 
new Fort Costa

Search continues for driver 
who fled police crash scene

A FUNERAL director has expressed an 
interest in redeveloping the former Kil-
mallie Police Station building in Caol.

The closing date for offers or notes of 
interest on the property is Wednesday 
March 22.

The police could not confirm who the 
interested buyer was due to the private 
commercial nature of this information. 
However, Peter O’Neill, director at John 
McLellan Funeral Directors confirmed 
the company had applied to Highland 
Council prospectively to see if it would 
get planning permission for a change of 
use into a chapel of rest for use prior to 
a funeral.

A spokesperson for Graham and Sib-
bald Inverness, the estate agents respon-
sible for the sale of the former police 
station, said the property has been on the 

market since December 2016 and that 
this relatively short market period was 
requested by the client Police Scotland.

The station opened in 2007 when 
three nearby single-officer stations were 
closed. Northern Constabulary approved 
the construction of a new Fort William 
police station on Blar Mhor in March 
2012, less than a mile away, and it was 
then its Joint Police Board decided to 
close and sell the Caol station. The new 
police and ambulance station opened in 
February 2014.

In November 2015, the Scottish Police 
Authority Finance and Investment Com-
mittee agreed the station was ‘surplus 
to the operational requirements’ and 
agreed to authorise Police Scotland Es-
tates and legal personnel to dispose of it.

Ben Thompson, Councillor for Caol 

and Mallaig, said: ‘I’d be delighted to see 
it back into regular use and all the better 
if it’s of benefit to the community.’

Under Scottish legislation, it is possible 
to submit a note of interest and apply for 
planning permission before committing 
to putting in an offer providing the 
landowner is notified about the planning 
permission application.

This means multiple planning applica-
tions could potentially be approved and 
then it would come down to whichever 
successful applicant’s offer was accepted 
by the seller.

However Highland Council confirmed 
there was currently only one application 
and that its target date for determination 
of the application is May 6 this year. 
Their spokesperson added no recom-
mendation has been made at this stage.

Former Caol police station could be redeveloped

POLICE in Fort William have 
confirmed they ‘think they 
know’ the identity of the driver 
who fled the scene of a crash 
with police at the weekend.

Police launched a search for 
the male driver of a stolen Audi 
A4 who made off from a crash 
with a marked police car at Glen 
Nevis Road in Caol last Sunday 
(March 12).

Both the driver and passenger 
of the Audi made off from the 
scene around 10.15pm.

At a meeting of Caol Com-
munity Council on Monday 
night, Sergeant Keith Almond 
confirmed there was a ‘stolen 
car chase’ on Sunday night. He 
said: ‘It [the car] was slammed 
into the wall and burnt but there 

were no injuries. I can confirm 
we think we know who did it.’

Police said on Monday: ‘Of-
ficers are following a line of en-
quiry but are asking anyone with 
information to come forward.’

The passenger from the Audi 
has since been detained and is 
assisting police with inquires but 
police are urging the male driver 
to come forward.

Police said the Audi was 
reported stolen from a local ad-
dress and was seen on Torlundy 
Road prior to the collision.

The Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service were also in attendance 
after the Audi caught fire. A fire 
truck from Fort William attend-
ed the scene for more than half 
an hour to put out the blaze.

A spokesman told The Oban 
Times: ‘The Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service was alerted at 

10.24pm on Sunday March 12 
to a report of a car on fire on 
Glen Nevis Road in Caol. A fire 
appliance from Fort William 
was mobilised to the scene.

‘Upon arrival firefighters 
found the vehicle on fire and 
used two powerful water jets to 
extinguish the flames. There 
were no casualties reported 
and firefighters left the scene at 
11.09pm after ensuring the area 
was made safe.’

On Monday burnt hedges and 
scorch marks on the pavement 
and road were visible at the 
scene.

The Oban Times asked the 
Highland Council what could be 
done to repair the scorched road 
and was told no action would 
be taken while police are still 
investigating.

A spokesperson added that 

once the investigation was 
complete the police may ask the 
council about the road but said 
that this was yet to happen.

Chief Inspector Bob Mackay 
said: ‘A passenger from the 
Audi has been detained and is 
assisting police with inquiries. 
We are also looking to speak 
with the male driver who may 
have information that can assist 
with our enquiry. I would urge 
the driver of the Audi to come 
forward to confirm they are safe 
and well.

‘I am appealing for anyone 
who hasn’t already spoken to 
police to come forward as they 
may have information that can 
assist with our investigation.’

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Police Scotland 
on 101 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 if you wish to 
remain anonymous. 

The scene of the crash on Glen Nevis Road, Caol. Photograph: Abrightside 

Photography. 
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Mr Baxter had launched an 
online petition called ‘Save 
our Sunday service’ after the 
operator said it was going to 
withdraw its service as it was 
no longer viable.

The company held a meeting 
in Fort William High Street on 
March 1 asking bus passengers 
to have their say following an 
announcement new timetables 
would be introduced from April 
24.

Mr Baxter says he is delighted 
and amazed by the u-turn. Turn 
to page 5 for more.

Bus � rm’s U-turn on     
Sunday service axe

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Faigh barrachd fiosrachaidh air na cùrsaichean fo-cheum dha 
fileantaich is luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an 
cànan le caochladh chuspairean a leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na 
meadhanan agus teagasg.

Find out more about the range of undergraduate courses 
available for fluent speakers and learners of Gaelic which 
combine the language with a choice of subjects including 
traditional music, media studies and teacher education.

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK
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OPEN DAY
Saturday 25th March 2017 11am - 3pm

Tower Ridge Courtyard, Torlundy,
Fort William

For more information contact MacPhee & Partners
01397 702200

estateagency@macphee.co.uk
www.macphee.co.uk

We invite you to join us to 
exclusively view our remaining 
properties. Each property can 
be reserved for as little as £1000 
on the day.

Tower Ridge Courtyard will 
be on show and available for 
viewing, including the two 
bedroom, two bathroom 
apartments as well as the four 
bedroom, four bathroom villas.

The properties would make 
superb family homes, fantastic 
holiday homes or why not take 
advantage of their location 
and invest in an exciting letting 
opportunity.
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Councillors Hamish Fraser 
and Drew Millar at Ashaig 

aerodrome. 

A NEW two-year agreement 
between Skye Flying Club 
and the Highland Council has 
been signed allowing the club 
to continue its activities at As-
haig aerodrome in Broadford. 

The club eventually hopes 
to buy another plane but in 
the meantime has been given 
the option of using a Bulldog, 
an aircraft type used by the 
RAF for flight training. With 
the agreement of Highland 
Council, the club intends to 
build a new taxiway from its 
hangar to the main apron to 
allow the plane to be based 
full-time at Broadford.

This particular two-seater 
trainer was previously used 
by Aerobility, a registered 
charity that offers disabled 
people the opportunity to fly. 
It is the club’s aim that, with 
Aerobility’s agreement, they 
become a northern outpost of 
the charity, bringing flying to 
everyone. 

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of Highland Coun-
cil’s Isle of Skye and Raasay 
Committee, said: ‘Highland 
Council is seeking to secure 
chartered flights to Skye 
and council officers, project 
partners HITRANS and 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise have met with HIAL to 
discuss the complex technical 
aspects concerned with new 
air services and licensing the 
aerodrome. Over the next two 
years, Skye Flying Club will 
be able to use the unlicensed 
aerodrome with an opportu-
nity to renew the agreement 
in 2019.’

TRADING Standards o�  cers 
at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
are advising people not to 
respond to an email entitled  
‘Re: council tax refund – con-
� rmation’.

The message claims to be 
from council tax.gov.uk and 
states a refund of £341.04 is 
being issued.

A spokesperson said: ‘This is a 
phishing email and our advice 
is not to respond to the email 
and to delete this message.

‘If you have clicked on the 
link marked “Form” within 
the message text and have 
given any � nancial details, 
you should contact your bank 
immediately.’

A NEW e-book and � lm, 
which has already been 
viewed almost 83,000 times 
on You Tube, is bringing the 
breathtaking scenery and 
diverse array of activities on 
o� er in the Highlands to life.

The � lm and e-book, which 
is broken down into � ve 
sections – see, feel, meet, 
do and eat – will be used by 
VisitScotland to encourage 
people to ‘Discover Your 
Hidden Highlands’ and 
will be promoted across its 
global digital channels to 
encourage people to visit 
this spring. 

Hidden gems featured 
include Kinloch Castle on 
the isle of Rum, kayaking 
on Skye, the Wild Lochaber 
Festival, Sanna Bay, Ardna-
murchan and seafood at the 
Whitehouse Restaurant in 
Lochaline and Creelers on 
Skye.

A SKYE-BASED photogra-
pher has won a prestigious 
award.

Nick Hanson has been named 
2016 Scottish Landscape Pho-
tographer of the Year, having 
beaten off fierce competition 
from thousands of competitors 
from across the world.

Originally from Dumfries 
and Galloway, the 44-year-old 
outdoor photographic guide 
received the runner-up prize 
in last year’s competition and a 
highly commended in 2015.

Nick said: ‘There are so 
many fantastic photographers 
out there. I am over the moon 

to have produced a winning 
portfolio.’ 

Nick’s winning images were 
shot in Skye, the Cairngorms 
and Glen Affric with a Canon 
camera. They included Gla-
maig Reflection which captures 
the snow-capped reflection 
of Glamaig mountain during 
the sunrise behind Skye’s red 
hills; Autumn colours, shot on 
a cold night by the side of Loch 
Pityoulish in the Cairngorms 
National Park; and Autumn in 
Glen Affric, in the great Cale-
donian Forest.

Glamaig Reflection also 
received one of the 10 Wild 

Places Awards, sponsored by 
the John Muir Trust, which 
owns and manages Glamaig 
and the surrounding land.

The competition, now in its 
third year, is the brainchild 
of Fife-based landscape pho-
tographer Stuart Low. He said: 
‘Nick’s portfolio really captivat-
ed us, not only because they’re 
beautiful images in their own 
right, but also because they 
look at everything in our land-
scapes and that’s what inspires 
others.’

‘My interest in photography 
started when I was about 14,’ 
said Nick. ‘I bought myself a 

35mm compact camera and 
started taking photos. It wasn’t 
until I moved with my parents 
to England at the age of 17 that 
I bought my first SLR camera 
and got into wildlife photogra-
phy. My interest in landscapes 
returned when I moved back to 
Scotland.’

Nick took up the seasonal 
post of photographic guide on 
Skye in 2015 and turned his 
hobby into a profession. ‘Skye 
is one of my favourite places 
to photograph,’ he said, ‘and 
I’m thrilled one of the winning 
photographs was taken on the 
island.’

FERRY operator CalMac has 
teamed up with City of Glasgow 
College to bring all elements of 
its apprenticeship training to 
Scotland for the first time.

After a sustained drive by 
CalMac and close working with 
City of Glasgow College, this 
year’s intake of apprentices are 
the first to benefit from study 
closer to home.

Previously, the nearest college 
for specialist maritime elements 
was in South Shields on Tyne-
side.

In 2016/17, the company’s ap-
prenticeships on offer rose from 
two to three with the addition of 
an MA in hospitality with mari-
time enhancements – the first 
course of its kind in the UK.

The other two courses are 
modern apprenticeships in deck 
and engineering.

Three of the company’s ap-
prentices from Skye, the West-
ern Isles and West Coast came 
together earlier this month as 
part of Scottish Apprenticeship 
Week. Kathleen MacDonald, 21, 
hospitality trainee from Knock-

Left to right: hospitality apprentice Kathleen MacDonald from North Uist, deck apprentice Jamie 
Humphreys from Greenock and engineering apprentice Daniel MacIntyre

from the Isle of Skye. 

NHS HIGHLAND officials met members 
of Raasay Community Council last Friday 
looking to improve health care provision 
on the island and relations between the 
community and NHS management.

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Kate 
Forbes arranged the meeting, saying NHS 
Highland must ‘understand the challenges 
facing the island community’ rather than 
simply imposing solutions from a distance.

Islanders have been without resident out-
of-hours nursing provision since July 2015. 
Efforts to recruit a permanent nurse on the 
island have been unsuccessful. Chairman 

of NHS Highland David Alston and Tracy 
Ligema, deputy director of operations 
at NHS Highland, had a ‘constructive 
discussion’ with the community council 
about how health and social care might 
be delivered on Raasay as the community 
feels the present system is not meeting the 
island’s needs.

Ms Forbes said the talks were positive. 
She said: ‘We have agreed to another meet-
ing in April which will look at the options in 
more detail. I’m really pleased the commu-
nity was able to share its requirements and 
that NHS Highland listened and engaged.’

Chairwoman of Raasay Community 
Council Anne Gillies said: ‘This is the best 
meeting we have had with NHS manage-
ment. We are looking at what Raasay needs 
rather than what can’t be done. Our biggest 
concern is that no-one is here out of hours. 
We spoke about what the place needs and 
the different things we think need to be 
covered.  We need to bring together what 
NHS Highland can do and what we want. 
We are not completely out of the woods yet, 
but we are on common ground and moving 
away from the stalemate we have been at 
for the past 20 months.’

SCOTLAND’S First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon has officially 
opened the Lews Castle Museum 
and Archive Project.

The opening, on Monday 
March 6, marked the comple-
tion of a flagship cultural and 
economic regeneration project 
by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

The £19.5 million project, 
carried out in phases over five 
years, has fully restored Storno-
way’s main landmark building 
as a visitor and hospitality 
destination.

At the heart of the scheme is 
a new museum nan Eilean and 
Tasglann nan Eilean – the first 
public archive for the islands.

Since opening to the public 

AN ISLAND radio station 
has donated 10 wind-up/solar 
powered radios to vulnerable 
and elderly people in Sleat.

Skye radio station Cuillin 
FM was awarded £2,500 
from Scottish and Southern 
Energy’s (SSE) community 
resilience fund last year. The 
station bought the radios with 
some of the money to provide 
members of the community 
with an uninterrupted service 
throughout the winter when 
there are often power cuts.

The radios were distributed 
by Sleat Community Council 
with the first one being pre-
sented to 91-year-old Robert 
Campbell, from Toravaig in 
Sleat, by Kate MacRae, care 
at home worker for NHS 
Highland.

Robert said he was delighted 
with the new radio and even 
joked he was looking forward 
to the next power cut.

Robert Campbell received his radio from  Kate MacRae, a care at 
home worker for NHS Highland. 

Flagship Lewis landmark 
opened by First Minister

in July 2016, more than 34,000 
people have visited the museum 
and archive.

The restoration of Lews Castle 
fulfils a long-held aspiration of 
the local community to see the 
iconic building brought back 
to life after having lain vacant 
for almost 20 years. Through a 
partnership with the British Mu-
seum, six of the world famous 
Lewis Chessmen take their 
place as a centrepiece within the 
main gallery. The playing pieces, 
carved from walrus tusk and 
whalebone 800 years ago, were 
discovered on Uig beach on the 
west coast of Lewis in 1830.

The First Minister said: ‘The 
opening of the Lews Castle de-

velopment is a historic occasion 
for Stornoway and the Outer 
Hebrides and I’m delighted I 
could be part of the event.’

Comhairle leader and chair-
man of Lews Castle Project 
board, Councillor Angus Camp-
bell said: ‘I am delighted we are 
officially opening this iconic 
Outer Hebrides landmark, which 
is a truly magnificent attraction 
for visitors and residents. The 
castle has already proved to be 
hugely popular, as evidenced by 
the large numbers of visitors in 
the first few months.’

The final phase of the project, 
23 luxury bedrooms, is sched-
uled to be opened by Natural 
Retreats in April. Ms Sturgeon 

also visited the new Ardseileach 
Centre in Stornoway during her 
trip to Lewis.

Ardseileach provides residen-
tial accommodation for disabled 
adults in independent living 
units clustered around a core 
residential centre.

The centre was opened a few 
months ago, following a mul-
ti-million investment by Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar, with the 
supported living units to open 
within the next couple of weeks.

During her visit on Tuesday 
March 7 the First Minister said: 
‘Facilities like the Ardseileach 
Centre provide a vital service in 
rural locations like Lewis as they 
enable adults with disabilities to 

live independently in their com-
munity. It was a pleasure to visit 
the centre and see how residents 
are benefiting from the service.’

Paul Dundas, head of locality 
services within the health and 
social care partnership, said: 
‘It was our pleasure to show 
the First Minister round Ard-
seileach. The core and cluster 
model was specifically designed 
to support independent living 
and that was recognised by the 
First Minister and her team.
It was especially pleasing to 
see Ardseileach highlighted as 
an example of best practice. It 
meant a lot to staff and service 
users that the First Minister 
took time to visit.’

intorran in North Uist; Jamie 
Humphreys, 17, deck trainee 

from Dunlop Street, Greenock; 
and Daniel MacIntyre, 18, 

engineering trainee, from Kil-
maluag, Isle of Skye, chatted to 

guests about their experiences. 
Former engineering apprentice 
Megan MacDonald, 20, of 
Drimsdale, South Uist – now a 
motorman on MV Hebridean 
Isles – also offered an insight as 
someone who has completed her 
training.

‘It has been a real landmark 
year for our apprentices,’ said 
CalMac managing director Mar-
tin Dorchester. ‘I am extremely 
proud of the young people who 
have come up through our 
apprenticeship training. They 
are a genuinely strong addition 
to our teams across the network 
and have been welcomed by our 
crews.

‘Bringing the classroom ele-
ment of the courses to Scotland 
for the first time has been a 
long-held goal of ours and I’m 
delighted the partnership with 
City of Glasgow College has 
brought this to fruition. The 
addition of our third appren-
ticeship and the development of 
the content for that course has 
also benefited from this close 
relationship.’

Positive talks between NHS Highland and islanders

The remaining radios are to be 
distributed in the coming days 
by community councillors, care 
workers and community nurses.

Ruth Taylor, station manager 
at Cuillin FM, told The Oban 
Times: ‘To date we have dis-
tributed more than 40 radios to 
elderly and vulnerable residents 
in our area via a number of local 
community councils, includ-
ing those in Sleat, Gairloch, 
Sconsor, Uig, Waternish and 
Broadford and Strath.

‘They have identified people 
in their communities who 
would benefit from a radio and 
arranged for distribution. We’ve 
had some great feedback and 
hope the radios prove useful.’

Rob Ware, secretary of Sleat 
Community Council, added: 
‘We are grateful to Cuillin FM 
and SSE for donating these great 
radios and if more are required, 
the community council will buy 
more.’

Wind-up radios donated to Sleat elderly  

TIMESLINE

Highland gems 
brought to life 

Kayaking around Skye. 
Photograph: Skyak Adventures. 

Residents warned 
over fake email

High hopes 
for Skye 
fl ying club

CalMac apprentices celebrate a year of fi rsts

Skye-based photographer wins prestigious award

National initiative seeks to 
provide better opportunities 
for young people
BUSINESSES and schools in 
Lochaber joined forces last 
week in a bid to give a head 
start to young adults who have 
their eyes set on � nding work.

Developing Young Workforce 
(DYW) West Highland is part of 
a wider national initiative seek-
ing to provide more and better 
opportunities for employers 
and young people.

Acting as a ‘broker’ between 
schools and companies who 
are hiring, DYW set up a series 
of events, allowing students 
to learn more about the types 
of jobs which may be available 
to them.

Representatives from BSW 
and SSE, Marine Harvest and 
Lochaber smelter,  Highland 
Green Energy, Loch Ness Guest 
House, Robertson Construction 
Ltd, Campbell Stewart Maclen-
nan and Co, Mackenzie and Ma-
clennan Garage, D A Maclennan 
and  DM Sinclair visited schools 
around the area from March 
6 to March 10 to coincide with 
Scottish Apprentices Week.

Jennifer Teague, a careers 
adviser for Skills Development 
Scotland, said: ‘At Plockton 
High School, local employer 
Donald MacLennan and joinery 
apprentice Scott MacLennan 
gave a great insight into how 
to � nd an apprenticeship and 
what’s involved.’

Fraser Mackintosh, a pupil 
at Mallaig High School, said 
Danielle MacTavish, HR adviser 
at the aluminium smelter, was 
a very interesting speaker, and 
added: ‘We now have a much 
better understanding of the job 
of her job.’

For further information contact 
info@dywwesthighland.org BSW Timber spoke in Lochaber High as part of the event.

Young people learned more about the types of jobs which 
could be available to them in Lochaber thanks to DYW.

Ardnamurchan High School with Skills Development 
Scotland and representatives from the Lochaber smelter.

Advertorial
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LOCHABER Environmental 
Group (LEG) has been given 
a major cash boost to help 
residents reduce their carbon 
emissions.

The group has been given 
just under £100,000 from 
the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Challenge fund to 
run the Lochaber Waste and 
Energy Project to empower 
people to reduce waste, to 
re-use and recycle household 
items and to improve domestic 
energy efficiency.

Cara Mackay, Zero Waste 
officer, said: ‘Our new project 
will start in May when we will 
be encouraging residents to 
reduce their carbon footprints 
and repair and re-use things.’

As part of the project the 
group is launching a new ini-
tiative to encourage people to 

reduce food waste and recycle 
it through composting. 

Cara explained: ‘We will be 
giving people free caddies 
to collect and compost food 
waste.’

This is important as food 
waste going to landfill can be 
a major source of methane as 
it breaks down and can signifi-
cantly impact the climate.

She added: ‘Methane traps 
25 per cent more heat than 
carbon dioxide. If food waste 
is composted, there will be 
more air getting to it because 
there will be worms moving 
it around, meaning the food 
will break down to produce 
less methane than it would in 
landfill.’

As well as home owners, 
LEG will be working with lo-
cal businesses and schools. In 

the meantime, the group has 
been running events as part of 
its zero waste project funded 
by Zero Waste Scotland and 
the European Regional Devel-
opment Fund. It held cooking 
classes to encourage eco-
nomical and environmentally 
friendly cooking and reduce 
food waste, sewing classes to 
help people repair and re-use 
textiles and a clothes swap.

From May, LEG will also 
be offering households and 
businesses the chance to take 
part in an energy survey to 
see how efficient they are and 
learn what more they could be 
doing. 

Anyone interested in doing 
the survey should contact 
LEG by calling them on 01397 
700090 or visiting www.loch-
aberenviro.org.uk.

THE Oban Times has an-
nounced today, Thursday 
March 16, that its Lochaber 
newspaper is to be given a 
new lease of life as the Loch-
aber Times from March 23.

The newspaper and website 
have been running as the 
northern edition of The Oban 
Times since family-owned 
publisher Wyvex Media Ltd 
bought the Lochaber News in 
October last year.

Susan Windram, group 
editor of The Oban Times, 
said: ‘We work very closely 
with the local community 
and changing the newspaper 
title to include the name of 
the area was a very important 
point raised by the public.

‘We fully agree and, as the 
main local news source for 
Lochaber, it makes perfect 
sense to change the title to the 
Lochaber Times. Having our 
new fully-staffed premises on 
Fort William High Street and 
a new local name is a strong 
reflection of our dedication 
to delivering the best local 
news service for the Lochaber 
community.’

Keith McIntrye, operations 
director for Wyvex Media, 
added: ‘We hope this change 
will further communicate 
our commitment to ensure 
a strong local publishing 
presence remains a vital part 
of the Lochaber community. 
Renaming the paper and 
meeting the needs of our 
local readers was an obvious 
decision to make and we look 
forward to delivering news as 
the Lochaber Times.’

Readers can buy printed 
and digital versions of the 
Lochaber Times every Thurs-
day or access news stories 
from Lochaber seven days a 
week online by visiting www.
lochabertimes.co.uk.

THE A82 south of Fort Augus-
tus will be closed for two days 
next week.

The main trunk road between 
Inverness and Glasgow will be 
shut on Sunday March 19 and 
Monday March 20 between 
7pm and 7am.

Roads campaign group 
the A82 Partnership said its 
request for the closure to be 
restricted to 9pm to 6am had 
been refused by Transport 
and BEAR Scotland. The group 
is seeking clari� cation as to 
whether the road on the east 
side of Loch Ness will be acces-
sible on the Monday night.

Emergency vehicles will 
be allowed through when 
required and local tra�  c will 
be given hourly access.

ROWAN Atkinson has been 
spotted in Lochaber over the 
past couple of weeks.

The actor, known for his 
roles as Mr Bean, Johnny 
English and Blackadder, 
visited Strontian Post O�  ce.

A sta�  member said: ‘He 
was in last week. I had a chat 
with him and he seemed a 
nice sort of chap.’

Mr Atkinson was also 
spotted in Morrisons in Fort 
William and at the town’s 
bus station.

A spokesperson for PBJ 
Management, which repre-
sents him, said they were 
not aware of him currently 
� lming in the area.

POLICE in Fort William are 
appealing to the public to help 
trace a couple seen arguing 
near Nevis Bridge.

Police received reports of 
a man and woman arguing 
near Nevis Bridge, between 
Inverlochy and An Aird, Fort 
William, on Friday March 10 at 
around 11.15pm. It is believed 
the couple then left the area.

Sergeant Daniel Jack said: 
‘We would ask the couple 
come forward. We would also 
ask any members of the public 
with information to contact us 
on 101. 

‘Ask for Fort William police 
station and quote incident 
number NP/1989/17.’

POLICE Scotland are urging 
people living in Lochaber to 
ensure their homes, businesses 
and vehicles are locked at all 
times following a series of 
crimes.

In the past two weeks, 
valuables were stolen from 
a vehicle where the keys had 
been left easily accessible, and 
a commercial property in Fort 
William that had been left 
insecure was also targeted.

PC Stuart MacKellaig, crime 
prevention and interventions 
officer, said: ‘Crimes of this 

nature are extremely rare in 
this area. However, it doesn’t 
mean we should ever be com-
placent when it comes to the 
security of  valuables. 

‘It may be a relatively small 
number of incidents but one 
crime is one too many so I urge 
people to always be on their 
guard. 

‘Investing in security lights 
and robust locks can put 
thieves off but locking doors 
and windows and not leaving 
expensive equipment on 
display are the most effective 

deterrents and won’t cost a 
penny. In addition, leaving 
your valuables insecure could 
negate any insurance claim.

‘We are using all resources 
available to us to detect these 
crimes – one man has already 
been reported to the procura-
tor fiscal in connection with an 
alleged crime – but I ask the 
community to assist by locking 
up in the first place.’

Suspicious activity can be 
reported by calling police on 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

NOMINATIONS are being 
sought for candidates to stand 
in the Highland Council elec-
tion on Thursday May 4.

A total of 74 councillors will 
be appointed to represent the 
council in 21 electoral wards, 
each with three or four elected 
members.

In Lochaber, three candi-
dates are being sought for 
ward 11, Caol and Mallaig, 
and four for ward 22, Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan.

The deadline for nomina-
tions is 4pm on Wednesday 
March 29.

Nomination forms can 
be downloaded from the 
council’s website www.high-
land.gov.uk/elections along 
with information on where 
candidates need to return 
their forms. Forms can also 
be obtained by telephoning 
01349 886657.

Completed nomination 
papers must be delivered 
to the appropriate depute 
returning officer. The depute 
returning officers are unable 
to accept nomination papers 
electronically.

New lease 
of life for 
Lochaber 
Times

A82 closure set 
for next week

Rowan Atkinson 
visits Lochaber 

Appeal to � nd 
bridge couple 

LEG chairman Scott McCombie and former group manager Susan Carstairs are looking forward 
to working on the new waste and energy project. 

Police urge people to ‘lock up’

New project wins major 
cash backing from fund 

AN IMPORTANT community 
link will be closed for 11 weeks 
while it undergoes a £300,000 
revamp.

Work is due to begin this 
month on the Soldiers Bridge 
which crosses the River Lochy 
between Black Parks Road, 
Inverlochy, and Lochyside.

A representative from the High-
land Council (HC) described 
the bridge as an important link in 
the community which connects 
locals and visitors on the National 
Cycle Network route 78, the 
‘Caledonia Way’.

Access to the bridge has been 
restricted for some time follow-
ing the failure and subsequent 
closure of the northern ramp. 
This ramp will be completely 
replaced with a new wider ramp. 
The bridge deck and handrails 
will also be replaced with up-
graded materials.

The spokesperson continued: 
‘The crossing will be closed for 
approximately 11 weeks from 

Work to replace the Soldiers Bridge in Fort William will start on 
March 27. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Eleven-week diversion as 
bridge closes for repairs 

Monday March 27.’ The project 
is being delivered by Highland 
Council in partnership with 
Sustrans Scotland and Trans-
port Scotland.

Paul Matthews, engineering 
and design manager at Sus-
trans Scotland, said: ‘The 
bridge is a key access point for 
locals and visitors and we are 
pleased Highland Council is 
to start maintenance work to 
help connect the local commu-

nity and the National Cycle 
Network.

‘During the work, a diversion 
for walkers and cyclists will 
be signposted  and we will be 
working with the council to 
help minimise disruption to 
local communities.’

The project was discussed at 
the Caol Community Council 
(CCC) meeting on Monday 
night. CCC chairwoman Jane 
Young said the feedback about 

the work on the Soldiers Bridge 
seemed to be ‘positive’.

Donald Elder, who is in the 
process of joining the council 
said: ‘It’s an inconvenience but it 
needs to be done.’

Ben Thompson, Highland 
Council representative for Caol 
and Mallaig, said after months 
of legal issues with the bridge 
because no-one would take 
responsibility for it, he was 
delighted the project was finally 

being carried out. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘It is unfortunate 
the bridge will be closed as we 
approach nicer weather but 
when you know the background 
to the project it makes sense. 
The bridge is privately owned 
but it has taken the council to in-
tervene and agree to do the work 
or nothing would be happening.

‘The whole bridge is being 
replaced so you can understand 
why it has to be closed completely. 
The bridge is important for the 
cycle route but also for mums 
and people pushing prams or 
walking with children. I proba-
bly have had more complaints 
about the bridge than any other 
matter. Considering the legal 
issues and the fact a structural 
survey had to be carried out, it is 
great news this project is going 
ahead and will be really worth it 
once it is done.’

He added: ‘Thanks to everyone 
who has written to the council 
and MSPs to emphasise how 
important this bridge is to Fort 
William. It is due to their efforts 
that we got the money to fix this.’

Councillor Ben Thompson is 
pleased the project is starting.

Countdown 
to Highland 
Council 
elections

A SUPPORT service for people with 
mental health issues has been relaunched 
in Fort William.

Formerly known as the Glengarry Centre, 
Support in Mind Scotland’s Lochaber 
service is now based in the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William, and was officially re-opened 
on Tuesday March 7.

Now called ‘Cothrom’, Gaelic for fairness 
and equality, the service offers people 
access to support from trained and experi-
enced staff in a welcoming atmosphere.

It also allows people the chance to 
take part in activities aimed at building 
self-esteem and confidence and promoting 
recovery.

Project worker Helen Leggett said the 
successful relaunch was attended by more 
than 30 people. Ms Leggett added: ‘While 
we offer a holistic approach and have walks 
to promote physical wellness, our main 
focus is providing support for people who 
have had mental health problems.

‘The launch event was an opportunity for 

people to come and see the centre, meet us 
and see what we do.  

‘There was a mixture of people from 
those wanting to make use of the service, 
representatives of other organisations we 
send people to and other groups we net-
work with.’

The centre welcomes people referred by 
health professionals and those who refer 
themselves.

To find out more visit www.supportin-
mindscotland.org.uk/lochaber-fort-william.

Cothrom Lochaber was o�  cially launched in the Nevis Centre on 
Tuesday March 7.

Support service for people with mental 
health issues relaunched in Fort William
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View from the 
Chamber
LOCHABER Chamber of 
Commerce represents more 
than 200 businesses and has 
to plot a path between varying 
interests.

But by and large the chamber, 
led by businesses and working 
for business, is firmly on the 
right path.

Though it can require time 
and a little investment, becom-
ing a chamber of commerce 
member is a great opportunity 
to increase the reputation and 
reach of your business and 
to make a difference in your 
community.

No matter what your ex-
pertise, you are sure to make 
new business contacts through 
your local chamber and ex-
pand your company’s visibility 
through a variety of channels.

By working together to reach 
common goals and collectively 
advocating for favourable 
trading conditions, accessible 
and relevant skills develop-

ment, worker housing, digital, 
mobile and transport infra-
structure and more, chamber 
members also help improve 
the local business community 
as a whole.

Attending chamber of 
commerce events can help you 
stay up-to-date on issues that 
affect the community – and 
events can take on a range of 
shapes and sizes, with attend-
ees from all industries and 
backgrounds.

If you want to see what be-
coming a member of a cham-
ber of commerce is all about 
before taking the plunge, be 
our guest. For details, go to 
membership@lochabercham-
ber.co.uk.

WHAT’S ON

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Rotary pledges £2,000 for
Syrians coming to Lochaber
FAMILIES due to arrive in 
Kinlochleven after fleeing 
their war-torn homeland are to 
receive support from the Rotary 
Club of Lochaber.

Following a request from 
Re-Act Lochaber, the club has 
agreed to show its backing for 
the Highland Council’s (HC) 
proposal to re-house four 
Syrian families in the area by 
providing financial support.

At their meeting on March 8, 
the club pledged to donate £250 
per family and to ring-fence 

a further £250 per family for 
further support.

The cash will be used for 
household items and other 
essential goods to help the 
families find their feet.

The council’s plan to welcome 
the families to Lochaber was 
announced in December last 
year. This will be the second 
group to arrive in the Highlands 
as part of a commitment made 
by the HC to house 25 to 30 
Syrian refugees before 2020.

Following the relocation of five 
families to Inner Moray Firth 
last summer, Kinlochleven was 
found to be the next most suita-

ble place to house more arrivals 
based on capacity for housing, 
schooling and health care.

The families are expected 
to arrive soon and Voluntary 
Action Lochaber (VAL) has 
already started to recruit vol-
unteers to support and welcome 
them. These volunteers will 
work with the incoming families 
for up to three months to help 
them with their resettlement 
and integration with the village 
community.

Rotary president Paula Ross 
explained: ‘These families are 
fleeing from five years of bomb-
ing, hunger, killing and war. 

Their children are traumatised 
and frightened.

‘We readily welcome them 
to Kinlochleven and we had 
no hesitation in awarding this 
funding to Re-Act Lochaber to 
help address the awful predic-
ament these innocent refugees 
find themselves in.

‘Our club’s ethos is to promote 
peace the world over. We raise 
funds from the Lochaber public 
and those funds go where the 
need is greatest. Helping these 
families escape the conflict and 
join us in Lochaber is a worthy 
use of our funding.’

Lorraine Wheelan, from Re-

Act Lochaber, expressed appre-
ciation of the ‘very generous and 
kind gifts from the local Rotary 
Club to the Syrian families’.

The funds earmarked for 
these families is just one of the 
many grants made available by 
the Rotary Club of Lochaber. 
At its February meeting, a re-
quest from Lochaber Women’s 
Aid for money to buy child car 
seats was accepted and £300 
was awarded. It has also shown 
interest in supporting Strontian 
Community School Building 
Limited in its plans to build 
a community-owned primary 
school in Ardnamurchan.

Care home dog gets 
new lease of life 

Firefi ghters deliver life-saving training
MORE than 30 Highland Council employees now 
have knowledge which could help them save a life 
after Fort William firefighters ran a British Heart 
Foundation CPR training course at the town’s fire 
station.

Firefighters Alan Knox and Christopher Findlay 
Jr put 33 ‘students’ through their paces at the 
event on Tuesday March 7.

Alan, who is also an ambulance service techni-

cian, said: ‘This is very important training which 
ensures if you come across a person who is having 
a cardiac arrest, you have the knowledge and un-
derstanding to act and potentially save their life. 
If any other groups wish to be trained, please get 
in touch with me to arrange a date and time.’

Firefighter Christopher Findlay added: ‘It is 
fantastic to be able to train local members of the 
public and council staff in CPR.’

LOCHABER Sensory Care (LSC) 
sta�  and volunteers will be at Ab-
bey� eld Care Home, Ballachulish, 
on Monday March 20. 

The team will be there from 
10.30am to 12.30pm to o� er ad-
vice to those with a sight or hear-
ing loss. The LSC representatives 
will also supply NHS hearing aid 
batteries and provide re-tubing 
for hearing aids. 

LOCHABER Common Weal is 
bringing a ‘fascinating and 
gripping’ new drama to Caol 
on Friday March 24.

Faslane is the new solo per-
formance from Jenna Watt, 
who won the 2016 Fringe First 
award with the show. Faslane 
is home to Trident, the UK’s 
nuclear missile programme. 
With family having worked in 
Faslane all her life, and with 
friends protesting at the gates, 
Jenna Watt explores what 
happens when the personal 
and political collide. The show 
will be staged at Caol Commu-

nity Centre on Friday March 
24 at 7.30pm. Tickets £5 (£4 
concessions) on the door. Seat 
reservation advisable at www.
eventbrite.com. For more 
information contact Mandy 
Ketchin, 01397 772997, or 
email mandyketchin@btinter-
net.com.

INCLUSION Scotland is holding a 
Getting Our Voices Heard event 
in Fort William on Friday March 
17. The group is especially keen 
to hear from disabled people 
who identify with physical and 
sensory impairments, long term 
physical and mental health con-
ditions and learning di�  culties. 
The event will be at Fort William 
Duncansburgh Macintosh Parish 
Church from 10am to 4pm. Call 
John on 07442 278 287 or email 
highlands@inclusionscotland.
org for more information.

THE BUS users group will meet 
on Tuesday March 21 at the 
council chambers, Fort Wil-
liam, from 11.30am to 1.30pm.

Contact transportforum@
carelochaber.org for more 
information.

FORT William care home dog 
William has had his long-await-
ed hip replacement.

The resident Invernevis care 
home dog received a new right 
hip at the end of last month after 
he travelled to Fife-based East 
Neuk Veterinary Clinic with 
primary carer Lucille Brooks.

Staff and friends of the care 
home had been fundraising for 
months. Around £8,000 was 
raised towards the cost of the 
operation through a JustGiving 
page and various community 
fundraisers.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
Lucille said: ‘East Neuk Vet-
erinary Clinic gave William 
excellent care. He had to stay 
in for a few more days than we 
expected and that was a real 
worry because we thought how 
much extra is this going to cost, 
but the vets gave us £1,000 off 
the price of William’s operation. 
For them to give us such a mas-
sive discount was just amazing.’ 

William is now back at 
Invernevis with his beloved res-
idents and recovering well. ‘He 
is just amazing,’ said Lucille. 
‘He hasn’t limped or anything, 

he just went running back in 
quite the thing. You can see he 
is a much happier dog. William 
has four weeks recovery ahead 
of him before he can start going 
out on short walks again and will 
return to Fife in eight weeks for 
x-rays.

Lucille added: ‘We want to 
thank East Neuk and everyone 
in the community who helped 
fundraise for William.’

William and Lucille. Photograph: 

Abrightside Photography. 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

With an ageing population and more people facing the 
prospect of working later into life, it has never been 
more important to look after our health; both to main-
tain our ability to work, and to be able to enjoy life to 
the full.

Eyesight is key to getting the most out of life, but it’s 
also an aspect of health that is often overlooked. So 
what steps can we take to ensure our eyes remain at 
their sharpest? 

Specsavers is working with the International Glauco-
ma Association (IGA) on a health information campaign 
to raise awareness of the importance of regular eye ex-
aminations. The £1m initiative will coincide with World 
Glaucoma Week, which runs from March 12-18.

‘We’re all familiar with the usual steps we can take to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle as we get older,’ says Dr Ni-
gel Best, Specsavers’ clinical spokesperson. ‘Fitbits and 
apps on our mobiles monitor our steps and sleep pat-
terns – but our eye health can easily be neglected.’

RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People) and 
Specsavers’ ‘State of the Nation’ report revealed that 
nearly 14 million people in the UK are not having their 
eyes tested every two years as recommended.

‘Conditions that can often affect our eyes over the 
age of 40 range from high blood pressure to age-re-
lated macular degeneration and can be detected by an 
optician during the course of a regular eye examina-
tion,’ Dr Best adds. ‘The earlier any such conditions are 
picked up the higher the chance of successfully treat-
ing them, which is why we recommend eye tests every 
two years.’

Glaucoma – often described as the ‘thief of sight’ due 
to its gradual onset – is one such condition that is more 
easily managed the sooner it is detected. It affects 
600,000 people in the UK and more than 64 million 
people worldwide making it the leading cause of irre-
versible blindness globally.

Karen Osborn, Chief Executive of the IGA, says: ‘ 
Glaucoma is found in 2% of the UK’s population aged 
over 40. Most of those people have a slow developing 
form of the condition and we estimate that half of all 
cases – that’s over 300,000 people – remain undiag-
nosed and are unaware that they could be slowly losing 
their sight.’

RNIB and Specsavers’ research also revealed the to-
tal cost to the UK economy of sight loss in the adult 
population of the UK totalled £28.1 billion, leading to a 
huge burden on the economy due to easily preventable 
vision-related issues.

Sally Harvey, CEO of RNIB, adds: ‘At least half of all 
sight loss is preventable. Regular eye tests and early 
detection on the high street, followed by timely inter-
vention and management of eye health conditions, 
could help save your sight.’

To donate to the IGA, text TEST17 £5 TO 70700. 
[Charity registered in England and Wales No. 274681 
and Scotland No. SC041550]

For more information log onto
www.glaucoma-association.com
www.specsavers.co.uk/eye-health/glaucoma 
or 
www.rnib.org.uk 

The importance of regular eye tests for maintaining sight

Keep eyes 
healthy,  

see well into 
the future

World Glaucoma Week 12 - 18 March
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• Any colour you want – bring 
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy effi cient • Warm, 
Comfortable, Stylish and Effi cent

• Any colour you want Any colour you want – bring 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for 
your home your way

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

WORK to improve safety at the 
Banavie Primary School junc-
tion is due to start next month.

Following concerns raised by 
Banavie Primary School staff 
and the parent council about 
road safety on the A830, BEAR 
Scotland has detailed plans for 
the work.

The width of the road at the 
crossing point will be reduced to 
make it safer for those crossing.

This will be achieved by re-
aligning the kerbs on the south 
side of the A830 to reduce the 
width of the carriageway which 
will hopefully also encourage 

A PUBLIC meeting to 
discuss proposals to change 
the catchment areas for 
Lundavra and Inverlochy 
primary schools had to be 
formally closed as soon as it 
was opened as only council 
officials turned up.

Highland Council is propos-
ing the boundary be moved so 
that 13 new homes in a new 
development on Belford Road 
will all be in the Inverlochy 
catchment area.

A public meeting was held 
on Wednesday March 8 in 
the council chambers in Fort 
William but there were no 
members of public present 
so Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the Education, 
Children and Adult and Ser-
vices Committee, formally 
opened and then closed the 
meeting. This was described 
at the meeting as being ‘one 
of those things’.

The report on the proposal 
stated the effect of the bound-
ary change on either school’s 
roll would be ‘negligible’ and 
was not expected to impact 
the wider community. The 
consulation period remains 
open until Thursday March 23 
and the public is still welcome 
to express their views about 
the proposal. Any comments 
should be submitted to Ian 
Jackson, Education Officer, 
Area Care and Learning 
Office, Camaghael Hostel, 
Fort William, PH33 7NE, or 
by email to CLLochaberAd-
min@highland.gov.uk

A NEW place for women in 
Lochaber to get together was 
officially launched on Friday 
March 10.

Lochaber Women’s Space was 
launched with an afternoon of 
‘pudding and pampering’ at 
Lochaber Hope’s premises on 
Belford Road.

 The Women’s Space will be a 
place for women to meet, chat 
and take part in activities of 
their choosing.

Dani Drummon of Lochaber 
Hope, one of the women involved 
in setting up the space, said: ‘We 
have created a space for women 
to get together and pioneer their 
own projects and where they can 
just be themselves.’

There will be a daily drop-in 
session from noon until 4pm 
when women can bring and 
share ideas.

Some events, including a 
course about ‘Taking Control 
Confidently’ and  creative writ-
ing sessions, have already taken 

Yoga was one of the activities on o� er at the o�  cial launch of Lochaber Women’s Space on Friday.  
Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Lochaber music 
festival kicks o� 
THIS year’s Lochaber Music 
Festival starts tomorrow, Fri-
day March 17.

Chanter will open at 10.30am 
and piping at 2pm, both at 
Lochaber High School Hostel.

On Saturday March 18, piping 
will be held at 10.30am in 
Lochaber High School G1.5, 
� ddle and clarsach at 10am in 
Lochaber High School room 
G5 and accordion and premier 
Scots traditional award at 2pm 
in Lochaber High School room 
G5.

Events will also run on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday 
next week with the grand 
festival concert closing the 
event on Thursday March 23 in 
Lochaber High School at 7pm.

For those who cannot attend 
daytime events, there will be 
an entertaining programme on 
Monday evening at Kilmallie 
Community Centre and then, 
on Tuesday evening, the pre-
mier award classes and Young 
Musician of the Year classes, 
sponsored by the Rotary Club 
of Lochaber, will be held at 
Lochaber High School.

For more information con-
tact Lilian Macdonald on 01687 
450289.

People power prevails as bus fi rm 
makes U-turn on Sunday service

TIMESLINE

Mallaig schools 
decision delayed 

drivers to slow down. The cross-
ing will be relocated seven me-
tres west of its existing location.

In a letter to the public, the 
company also said the kerb to 
the west of the school access 
road will also be realigned re-
sulting in a greater waiting area 
for those crossing the A830 and 
a wider pavement/footway in 
front of the bus shelter.

BEAR also plans to resurface 
footpaths in the area.

The work has been planned to 
coincide with the Easter school 
holidays to minimise disruption. 
It will start on Thursday April 6 

on week nights with no weekend 
working anticipated.

The majority of work will take 
place between 7pm and 7am and 
should take 10 nights to com-
plete. There should be minimal 
traffic delays.

Louise Pescod of Banavie 
Primary School Parent Council 
said: ‘We are delighted this work 
is going ahead. It’s the result of 
15 years of successive parent 
councils campaigning to get a 
safer crossing on the A830 for 
our children. 

‘Our primary concern has al-
ways been to have a safe crossing 

for our children with so much 
heavy traffic on the trunk road.’

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Allan Henderson said: ‘While 
it is not exactly what the parents 
are looking for, this is a step in 
the right direction, recognising 
there is an issue at this busy 
junction which has a risky 
mixture of pedestrians who are 
mostly children and vehicles of 
all sizes.

‘Anything that can be done to 
heighten the awareness of pos-
sible risks will be of benefit and 
make for safer travel. Hopefully, 

the transport authorities will 
continue to monitor and not see 
this as the end of their improve-
ments. They need to understand 
this is not a rural country lane 
but a really busy trunk route.’

Mr Henderson added BEAR 
had confirmed the crossing will 
not be a marked crossing but 
there to allow a school crossing 
patroller to help pedestrians 
cross. Outwith the times when 
the patroller is present, it will be 
a standard non controlled cross-
ing point with dropped kerbs 
where pedestrians can wait for a 
suitable gap to cross.

Banavie school road safety work welcomed 

from any stress they have. It’s a 
nurturing space,’ said Dani.

Lochaber Hope manager Aly-
son Smith added: ‘We’ve already 
had a couple of groups using the 
space. Older mums with young 
children don’t feel they fit in 
with younger mum so they’ve 
met up to chat in the Women’s 
Space.’

The service is supported by 
the Robertson’s Trust which 
provided funding for a project 
co-ordinator.

Women are encouraged to get 
in touch by calling Dani on 07769 
153903, emailing lochaber.
womens.space@gmai l .com, 
visiting the Lochaber Women’s 
Space Facebook page or drop-
ping in through the week.

During the launch party, there 
were yoga and zumba taster ses-
sions, massages, advice on how 
to relax and face masks. 

There was also a buffet of pud-
dings and home-baking made by 
the organisers.

place and Dani said: ‘Some of 
the writing has blown us away.’

Although based in the Loch-

aber Hope building, the women’s 
space is an independent initi-
ative which can be used by any 

women for whatever they wish. 
‘They don’t have to be having a 
hard time but they can get away 

Doors open on new space for Lochaber womenPublic shuns  
boundary 
meeting
for schools

PLANS for cluster man-
agement of schools in the 
Mallaig Area School Group 
(ASG) have been further 
delayed by the Highland 
Council.

The Education, Children 
and Adult Services Commit-
tee met on March 1 when it 
was noted a management 
proposal for the Mallaig 
associated school grouping 
will be presented to the 
committee in June.

The committee also ap-
proved plans for a second 
phase of consultation and 
implementation of the 
management of schools 
programme.

Jim Steven, head of educa-
tion, said: ‘We need further 
consultation with Mallaig 
ASG to take account of the 
island’s dimension and 
will come back to the June 
committee with further 
proposals.’

Newsdesk 
01397 

703003

STAGECOACH plans to rein-
state its Sunday service between 
Fort William and Kinlochleven, 
it is understood.

Councillor Andrew Baxter 
broke the news via his social 
media account, Lochaber Voice, 
on Monday night.

He wrote: ‘There’s some fan-
tastic news this evening. After 

the public outcry and over 300 
residents signing my “Save our 
Sunday service” petition, Stage-
coach has reinstated the Sunday 
service on Route 44 between 
Fort William and Kinlochleven.

‘And it gets even better,’ added 
Mr Baxter. ‘Stagecoach has 
announced it will increase the 
number of buses running on 
a Sunday to four. These will 
leave Fort William at 09.42, 
11.42, 14.42 and 16.42, returning 
from Kinlochleven at 10.40, 

12.40, 15.40 and 17.40. Thanks 
to everyone who signed the 
petition.’

The representative for Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan 
said he received an email on 
Monday night from the High-
land Council’s public transport 
officer revealing the news and 
has seen a copy of the timetable.

Within a few hours, his post 
received more than 150 ‘likes’, 
shares and comments from 
people sharing their relief.

Mr Baxter told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am delighted that sense 
has prevailed and also amazed. 

‘I am astonished, right enough, 
that just under a week ago Stage-
coach was saying there was no 
way it could continue the service 
and now I have been told there 
will be an enhanced service and 
I have seen the timetable.

‘In the five years of me being 
a councillor, I think other than 
the fact there was going to be 
no increase in Corran Ferry 

fares, that [the Facebook post] 
has been the most popular post 
I have ever made so I think 
that goes to show how strongly 
people feel about this.’

The Oban Times contacted 
Stagecoach for a reaction and 
a representative from the com-
pany said the changes are yet 
to be confirmed and added that 
announcement would be made 
on the matter on April 3.

Mr Baxter added: ‘I believe 
they will have to make an an-

nouncement sooner rather than 
later because the changes had 
been due to come into effect on 
April 24.’

Highland Council’s principal 
transport officer David Sum-
mers told The Oban Times: ‘I 
am pleased Stagecoach has 
responded to public consulta-
tion by not only restoring but 
increasing the level of service to 
Kinlochleven on Sundays. 

‘I hope this service proves 
successful.’
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� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

FW

WORK on and around the national cycle path near Ken-
tallen starts on Monday March 13 for up to four weeks.

A section of the path north of the Holly Tree Hotel will 
be completely closed for two days from Monday April 
3 to carry out drainage and surfacing work and rock 
armour improvements.

The work is part of Sustrans Scotland’s plans to up-
grade and improve the infrastructure of the existing 
cycle network. Sustrans has taken on McGowan Ltd as 
contractor and appointed consultant Sweco as super-
visor to the works.

Sustrans has asked people for their patience while work 
is carried out and to respect all notices and closures.

MEMBERS of the Fort 
William branch of the 
Scottish Women’s Institute 
met for a craft evening with 
a difference in March.

Instead of gathering at 
its usual venue, the group 
visited the Attic Window 
in the town’s High Street. 
Under the expert tuition of 
Corrine O’Hagan, 18 mem-
bers enjoyed making fabric 
brooches from a selection of 
fabrics, buttons, beads and 
ribbons.

Everyone made at least 
one brooch and the variety 
of designs was admired by 
all the women.

President Isobel McGavin 
thanked Ms O’Hagan for 
her inspiration and help in 
giving everyone an enjoya-
ble evening.The SWI ladies enjoyed their evening at the Attic Window. 

A FORMER Lochaber 
High School pupil is gearing 
up for the biggest public 
performance of his acting 
career.

Kelvin Reece Jones will 
appear in the City of Glas-
gow College’s production 
of John Godber and Jane 
Thornton’s classic comedy 
Bouncers and Shakers.

Kelvin, 19, who is studying 
for an HNC in acting and 
performance at the college, 
explained: ‘The play is about 
the Glasgow club scene. 
I play various roles which 
represent the different 
types of people you meet 
on a night out. There aren’t 
many props or costumes so 
we have to really show who 
we are through our body 
language. I’ve never done 
anything like this before so 
rehearsals have been really 
interesting.

‘I’ve also had to learn 
different accents, which has 
been quite challenging.’

Kelvin honed his acting 
skills by performing in 
shows at Lochaber High 
School and performed at 
the Edinburgh Interna-
tional Fringe Festival in 
2012 but his performance 
in Bouncers and Shakers at 
Scottish Youth Theatre in 
Glasgow’s Merchant City 
will mark his biggest public 
performance to date.

Kelvin continued: ‘I’m 
feeling both excited and 
nervous about performing 
in the show. Rehearsing for 
it has given me the acting 
bug again. It will be the first 
time I’ve performed in front 
of a large audience since I 
was at school.’

Kelvin’s interest in acting 
came from going to shows 
at Eden Court in Inverness 
with his family and he fell 
in love with the profession 
after performing in plays at 
school.

Bouncers and Shakers will 
be performed at Glasgow’s 
Scottish Youth Theatre 
from Tuesday to Thursday, 
March 14 to 16.

Former Lochaber High 
School pupil Kelvin Reece 

Jones is set to take the 
stage in Glasgow. 

A R D N A M U R C H A N 
High School pupils have 
been supporting local char-
ities as part of a new project 
which saw one benefit by 
£3,000.

The Youth Philanthropy 
Initiative (YPI), sponsored 
by the Wood Foundation, 
is a secondary school pro-
gramme which connects 
young people to social 
issues, local charities and 
philanthropy at a pivotal 
stage in their adolescence.

As part of the programme, 
S3 pupils invited repre-
sentatives from Disability 
Sport, Lochaber Cancer 
and Palliative Care Trust, 
and Lochaber Hope to the 
school to hear more about 
what they do. In groups, and 
during their religious and 

Lochaber Hope was presented with £3,000 at Ardnamurchan High School’s � rst Youth 
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) � nal.

CAOL Community Council met last month. Among the 
items discussed were the following. 

The demolition of old Lochyside School has been 
approved. The contract is out to tender with work hope-
fully starting on Monday March 20 for eight weeks.

Tenders are also out for building houses, which should 
be finished within 12 months.

The community council was advised the site hours will 
be Monday to Friday, 8am to 7pm, and Saturday 8am 
to 1pm with fencing to be put up to stop noise and dust 
affecting neighbouring properties.

The bus stop and zebra crossing will still be in use.
Scottish Water has still to report back on plans for 

the drainage work for the new housing but has advised 
surface water won’t be a problem.

Gala day fundraising: a successful prize bingo raised 
£1,743. Thanks were extended to the organisers.

The community council is still looking for groups or 
people who would like to participate on the day. Volun-
teers are also needed to set up and help make the day a 
success.

Recruitment drive: the council is still looking for 
members. Anyone interested should get in touch via the 
group’s Facebook page or go along to a Caol Community 
Council meeting.

NETHER Lochaber Community Association (NLCA) 
is looking for people to look after flower tubs and 
planters.

Jennifer Grant from NLCA said: ‘We hope to replace 
all the current tubs with half barrels or new planters. If, 
however, this does not happen in time for this season, we 
are looking for residents to adopt a tub.

‘Tasks will be allocated depending on the state of the 
tub. Paint will be provided, then volunteers can pick a 
dry spell of their choice to paint the tub and clear debris 
ahead of planting.’

There are no set dates for sprucing up the tubs but 
NLCA hopes to have them all done by the end of April. 
It is hoped to carry out the planting on Sunday May 7. 
Plants will be provided or volunteers can use their own.

After this, it is hoped the volunteers will maintain the 
tub or planter and look after the plants.

NLCA is a newly-formed organisation which aims to 
improve the area for residents and visitors.

A spokesperson added: ‘Please let us know which tub 
you and your friends wish to adopt so we can update our 
information.’

Nether Lochaber Community Association restored 
benches at their o�  cial launch event on March 5. 

Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

THERE were four inches 
of rain and nine dry days in 
February.

The warmest day was 13°C 
and coldest night was 0.2°C.

The Lochalsh branch of 
the Royal British Legion 
Scotland held a bingo session 
in Balmacara Navy Club on 
February 15 and raised £138 
for legion funds.

The Highland Council, 
which hopes to set up 
election polling stations 
in schools in future, has 

decided to stay in Plockton 
hall for the council elections 
on May 4.

Plockton Horticultural and 
Handcrafts Society held a 
quiz and supper in Plockton 
hall on February 10. 

Fifty people attended and 
enjoyed the evening.

Plockton and District 
Community Council held a 
meeting with engineers on 
February 16 to discuss the 
many problems with roads 
and pavements in the area. 

Lochalsh saw seven 
deaths in February. In Kyle, 
Katharine Grant, Donalda 
Macdonald and Margaret 
Finlayson died. 

In Balmacara John (Taffy) 
Jones died. 

In Dronie, Donald Fin-
layson died and in Plockton 
Aubrey Glasgow and 
Alastair Bremner died.

Dunky MacKay, left, of 
Hydro House, Kyle, cele-
brated his 90th birthday on 
February 20.

Caol

Kentallen

Nether Lochaber

Fort William institute ladies enjoy craft evening

moral education classes, 
the students conducted 
their own research, liaised 
with charity contacts and 
prepared presentations.

On Friday March 3, the 
presentations were judged 
by a panel made up of 
head teacher Christopher 
Millar-Craig, community 
partner Catriona Hunter, 
head girl Charlie Pleming 
and deputy head girl Han-
nah Hunter.

Ben Gregg, Charlotte 
Prosser, Iona Cameron and 
Duncan Morgan made up 
the winning team, repre-
senting Lochaber Hope, 
who were presented with 
£3,000 from YPI .

Mr Millar-Craig said: ‘I 
was very proud of all pupils 
who took this initiative so 

seriously and have contrib-
uted to the school giving 
something back to the wider 
community by raising the 
profile of local charities 

working with people in 
need.’

The process was overseen 
by Calum MacSween, the 
Highlands and Islands 

representative for YPI Scot-
land.  He added: ‘There was 
a lovely atmosphere at the 
final and the school is right 
to be proud of them all.’

Ardnamurchan pupils 
make school proud 
with charity efforts

Lochaber 
actor in 
college play

Plockton

A PHOTOGRAPHER ‘obsessed’ 
with the northern lights could not 
believe her luck when she managed 
to capture them almost on her 
doorstep.

Ella Kammerath and her hus-
band, who have three children, are 
originally from Germany but came 
to Scotland in 2000.

Ella told The Oban Times: ‘It was 
my heart that brought me here. 

‘My husband and I had the idea 
to move away from Germany. We 
researched Scotland through a 
German online forum and we vis-
ited three times to learn more. Our 
third visit was to Fort William in 
January 2000 and, before the new 
school year, we were here.’

The family now runs the Salen 
House B&B on Ardnamurchan 
which is where Ella took the ‘magi-
cal shot’ on March 2. 

Ella, who also bakes German 
goods for her guests and makes 
soap, explained: ‘I keep track on 
when the Aurora Borealis might be 
visible via Facebook and the radio. 

‘I could not believe how strong it 
was on that night. 

‘This is the first time I have seen 
the lights this year. 

‘The pictures would have been 
better but my hands were shaking 
so much because I was so excited.  
Next time I will try to be more 
calm.’

She added: ‘At times I have wait-
ed up to an hour for mist to clear 
to try to take the perfect shot and 
other times I have been running to 
capture a sunset before it changes. 

‘Before moving to Scotland I had 
never been into photography but 
now I do not go anywhere without 
my camera.’Ella Kammerath’s photograph of the Northern Lights.

Northern Lights captured from Ardnamurchan

LOCHABER Women’s 
Aid marked International 
Women’s Day with a display 
in the window of The Oban 
Times’ Fort William office.

International Women’s 
Day celebrates the social, 
economic, cultural and 
political achievement of 
women.

Lochaber Women’s Aid 
service manager Lorraine 
Revitt said: ‘The presence 
of The Oban Times office 
on the High Street in Fort 
William has given us a great 
opportunity to create a 
window display. 

‘Our thanks go to staff of 
The Oban Times and M&Co 
for the loan of the man-

nequin and to our young 
service users who helped 
produce the display.

‘We work to end domestic 
abuse and violence against 
women, children and young 
people. Our aim is to raise 
awareness that domestic 
abuse and violence against 
women and girls is a cause 
and consequence of gender 
inequality. We hope our 
display makes people stop 
and think about what they 
can do to progress gender 
equality.’

The Oban Times would 
be pleased to hear from 
anyone else interested in 
making use of the window 
space.

Businesses unite to raise 
awareness of International 
Women’s Day celebration

Members of Lochaber Women’s Aid put the � nishing touches to their window display at 
The Oban Times’ Fort William o�  ce.
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Days gone by – VE Day in 1945

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

There were celebrations across the country to mark Victory in Europe Day at the close of hostilities in the Second 
World War and among the street parties was one in Glenshellach Terrace. This picture was sent to The Oban Times by 

Ann Lloyd, whose grandmother is among those in the photograph.

Social media

There was understandable dismay expressed by many 
people when Stagecoach announced it was planning 

to withdraw the Sunday bus service between Fort Wil-
liam and Kinlochleven, among other changes to public 
transport provision across Lochaber and the Highlands.

Such was the level of feeling, with emotions running 
high, that a consultation event was held in Fort William 
on Wednesday March 1 in a bid to shed light on appar-
ent changes to bus services.

Angry commuters campaigned vigorously against the 
proposed reduction in services – and their efforts now 

appear to have been rewarded with a U-turn by Stage-
coach, according to Councillor Andrew Baxter, who 
broke the news via his social media account, Lochaber 
Voice, this week.

If Councillor Baxter is correct, the bus company has 
said it plans to reinstate the Sunday service in the wake  
of a ‘public outcry’ and a petition which gathered more 
than 300 signatures.

Furthermore, according to Councillor Baxter, Stage-
coach has said it will increase the number of services 
it provides four in each direction on Sundays. That is 

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

The tightrope of 
causing o� ence
OFFENDING people and being of-
fended is an unpredictable minefield 
in human interaction that most of us 
are involved in at some point in our 
clumsy voyage on the seas of social 
integration. A recent happening 
brought this phenomenon to mind.

Last weekend I attended a talk that 
was part Glasgow’s Aye Write! literary 
festival. The hosts were two eminent 
Scottish writers whose names I will 
not mention to allay the possibility of 
perpetuating the cycle of unintended 
offence (I’m sure they are both 
staunch Oban Times subscribers).

The event was excellent and the 
readers were captivating. The delivery 
of excerpts from their respective 
books, the discussion of their work 
and the answers to questions from the 
audience were those that could only 
be given by masters of language. Their 
charisma, honesty and warmth came 
across clearly and the experience was 
greatly energising.

The opportunity to meet these 
two amazing men was not one to be 
missed, so after buying their books 
and having copies signed, I waited for 
the queues to disperse and, filled with 
enthusiasm, took my chance to make 
what I thought might be a fascinating 
encounter.

I left shortly afterwards with my tail 
between my dejected legs having had 
a reaction akin to what one might 
expect had I tried to sell them a recipe 
book of dishes derived from different 
coloured cow dung.

After making a rather awkward 
goodbye and walking away feeling 
slightly disgruntled, I pondered the 
effect and the concept of such occur-
rences.   The conclusions I arrived at 
were much more forgiving than my 
initial and unfair reaction.

It also gave me stark reminder of 
how easily offence can be caused un-
intentionally in these circumstances 
and how careful one must be.

These two people had just spent an 
hour giving of their best to entertain 
a word-ravenous audience, they had 
hurriedly been asked to sign and write 

dedications on countless books, had 
been answering relentless questions 
from the book buyers and were proba-
bly in a bit of a hurry to get away.

As well as these obvious explana-
tions, there are infinite other possible 
circumstances that may have led 
to their less than friendly reaction 
– maybe the poor fellows couldn’t 
understand my Tiree accent and went 
off wondering what on earth I had 
been saying to them. On my part, I 
had obviously chosen a bad time to 
instigate a conversation.

The experience has made me slightly 
terrified of possible encounters in the 
past where I may have similarly un-
intentionally caused offence. Having 
been on the receiving end of what felt 
like being snubbed by those whose 
performance I had just enjoyed, I now 
will be extra vigilant of my own man-
ner when signing CDs and talking to 
audience members after a gig.

The giving and receiving of offence 
balances precariously on a tightrope, 
so regardless of the circumstances, we 
must be aware of this and at all times, 
be nice.

We asked for readers’ thoughts 
about the impact of the new 81-bed-
room Premier Inn that will soon be 
constructed in Oban.
Andy Elkerton o� ered: ‘It’ll undoubt-
edly be a boon. A Premier Inn isn’t like 
a luxury Hotel in Dubai where nobody 
has to leave because everything they 
need is within it’s own four walls. The 
people staying there will explore the 
town, spend their cash, and contribute 
to the community. When holidaying 
in a new place your average tourist 
doesn’t usually restrict their “sightsee-
ing” to the inside of their hotel room or 
somewhere like Wetherspoons.’
Willie Reid asked: ‘It’s right beside 
a travel hub. Hands up how many 
people have stayed at a premier inn 
or travelodge at a service station and 
wandered into town to shop.’
Debbie Wright cheered: ‘My partner 

and I visit Oban a great deal .. We love 
the town .. I personally would only 
book the Premier Inn if I had little 
option ... so many lovely BnBs for com-
parable money ..it wouldn’t tempt me 
as a � rst choice.’
Arlene Campbell agreed: ‘Can only 
improve – it will make other hotels con-
sider the rates they o� er for the actual 
product they have therefore attracting 
more guests to their hotels/B&B too... it 
is a good thing for the town
Ashley Mckerron wrote: ‘give people 
on a budget more choice of where to 
stay, could even maybe see more tour-
ists coming to oban at xmas/new year 
now they can have somewhere to stay 
that dosent cost the earth, more jobs, 
more money into the businesses.’
Séamus Jim MacAoidh pondered: 
‘How’s the parking going to be? Will 
what’s left of the roads take it? How 

much rubbish will it create every three 
weeks?’
Keith Miller agreed: ‘None of these 
issues even crossed the minds of our es-
teemed elected members and planning 
o�  cials when they nodded approval 
through...another Jedi Mind Trick.’
Kenny Carmichael countered: ‘Sup-
posed to be a 90 space car park along 
with hotel plans.’
Bob Blainey lamented: ‘Kill the local 
business and keep even more tourists 
on the pier end. Train- Spoons-Premier 
inn - Ferry - train. No need to see any of 
Oban. A bit like the tour boats. “Keep 
moving nothing to see here”.’
David Livingstone replied: ‘Jeez - you 
must be fun on holiday!’
Jann Hodges worried: ‘Horrendous for 
local business.’
Richard Ross said simply: ‘More jobs 
More competition.’

DÈ AN COMHARRA a b’ fheàrr 
air leasachadh sìde agus toiseach 
an earraich na seillean mòr air 
doras-aghaidh an taighe an-diugh sa 
mhadainn. 

Le aimsir a’ fàs nas coltaiche tha mi 
air a bhith a’ cuimhneachadh mar a 
bhiodh, ri àm m’ òige, fir a’ bhaile a’ 
cur faobhar ri sgèinean nan toirsgeir 
(iarainn-mhòna a chanadh sinne) is 
àm buain na mòna a’ teannadh dlùth. 
Fada roimhe sin bhiodh a’ mheirg 
air a cur far nan spaidean is a h-uile 
oisean talamh-àitich air a ruamhar gu 
mionaideach le todhar innearach ga 
phasgadh fodha. 

Bha creideas mòr aig daoine ann 
an todhar feamad cuideachd, agus ‘s 
iomadh neach a bha claoidhte a’ slao-
dadh brùchd bhon chladach le cliabh 
gus làrach cur buntàta a chòmhdach 
toiseach a’ gheamhraidh. Le eòlas 
ghinealaichean aig daoine a bha air 
a bhith ag obair gun tractar neo fiù 
‘s each bha fios aca gun robh brùchd 
cuideachd sònraichte math airson 
talamh làidir a phronnadh agus a 
dhèanamh nas fhasa a thionndadh.

Far an robh cruitean gu math beag 
aig mòran, dh’fheumte a h-uile 
òirleach a chur gu feum agus tha 

cuimhn’ agam mar a bhiodh cuid a’ 
ruamhar nan ceannamhagan air am 
biodh na h-eich a’ tionndadh leis a’ 
chrann.

Dh’fhàs cùisean na b’ fhasa nuair 
a thòisich tractaran ri nochdadh ach 
bha leithid am Fordson trom agus 
mì-shùbailte ri leithid treabhadh agus 
dh’fheumadh e fiù ’s barrachd cean-
namhag na each, agus air iomadach 
cruit cha robh farsaingeachd den 
t-seòrsa sin ri lorg. 

‘S ann nuair a thàinig am ‘Fergie 
Beag Glas’ toiseach naoi-deug is na 
caogadan a fhuair croitearan agus 
tuathanaich bheaga an t-saoghail 
an cuideachadh a bu mhotha, agus 
tha buannachd na h-innleachd aig 
an Èireannach Harry Fearghasdan 
a’ leantainn chan ann a-mhàin anns 
na seann tractaran glasa a tha a’ dol 
fhathast ach ann an tractaran ùra 
cuideachd. 

‘S e duine beag a bh’ anns an 
Fhearghasdanach agus a’ fàs suas air 
tuathanas faisg air Beul Feirste ghabh 
e gràin shònraichte air treabhadh le 
eich. Cha b’ e a-mhàin na h-aona mìle 
deug a dh’fheumadh 

treabhaiche a choiseachd gus acaire 
talmhainn a threabhadh, ach an 

spàirn throm a bh’ air a’ tiùireadh 
agus a’ cothromachadh a’ chruinn. 

Thug Harry bliadhnaichean a’ 
dealbhadh am ‘Ferguson system’, 
ach le innleachd a thug cothrom 
dhan tractar innealan leithid cruinn 
is gearradairean-feòir a thogail is an 
giùlan, thog Harry cuideachd tomhas 
mhòr den eallach a bh’ air luchd-
obrach fearainn. 

Bhiodh mo charaid Dòmhnall 
MacLeòid nach maireann à Baile a’ 
Chaisteil ag ràdh gun d’ rinn Harry 
Fearghasdan barrachd dha croitearan 
agus tuathanaich bheaga na rinn 
duine eile riamh.

ONE of my earliest childhood mem-
ories is the screech of gulls following 
the plough of a grey Ferguson tractor 
and the scent of its paraffin fuel on 
the air. 

The Board of Agriculture helped by 
providing the tractors, but it was the 
ingenuity of the Irish engineer Harry 
Ferguson which delivered a lasting 
benefit to crofters and small farmers 
world-wide.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Use the election to 
send a message
Sir,
Former Prime Minister John Major 
is right to call the UK government’s 
White Paper on Brexit ‘flimsy’, and it 
certainly is for Scotland’s fishermen, 
farmers and crofters.

For such an important all-encompass-
ing issue as Brexit, all they dedicate to 
agriculture is 193 words and only 152 to 
fishing.

But it is just 37 words on agriculture 
and 22 words on fishing that will raise 
alarm bells for fishermen, farmers and 
crofters.

On fishing it says: ‘It is in both our 
interests to reach a mutually beneficial 
deal that works for the UK and the 
EU’s fishing communities.’ 

That sounds nowhere like the appeal 
the leave campaign presented when 
they said ‘opening up of British waters 
to EU in the 1970s had a devastating 
effect’. Sounds like they will continue 
with this devastating effect.

Scottish fishermen will remember that 
the 1972 UK government took them 
into the CFP had an internal Scottish 
Office paper saying they were ‘expend-
able’ and estimated that up to half of 
them could lose their jobs.

Scottish fishermen now face the 
bizarre position that just as the UK 
government sold out Scottish fishermen 
going into Europe, it will sell them out to 
leave. Maybe other interests like getting 
other EU states’ support to lobby for 
the banks in the City of London to still 
have free access to the EU market or a 
car factory in an area that voted 63 per 
cent leave.  

On agriculture it says: ‘With EU 
spend on CAP at around 58 billion 
euros in 2014 (nearly 40 per cent of the 
EU’s budget), leaving the EU offers the 
UK a significant opportunity to design 
new, better and more efficient policies.’ 
That doesn’t sound like the promise 
Tory farming minister George Eustice 
gave when he told farmers ‘that the 
UK government will continue to give 
farmers and the environment as much 
support – or perhaps even more – as 
they get now’. 

‘Efficient policies’ rings like those 
government weasel words of ‘efficiency 
savings’ – or cuts.

Under the 1998 Scotland Act, any 
powers not specifically reserved to 
Westminster automatically devolve to 
the Scottish Parliament. Yet Theresa 
May is now signalling she will break this 
principle and take those powers back 
under central control.

Considering Mrs May is desperate for 
a trade deal with Donald Trump which 
could open up the UK to American 
produce, this will set alarm bells ringing 
for Scotch quality producers. Why else 
would Mrs May want agricultural policy 
in the hands of Westminster?    

This May there are local elections and 
Scotland’s fishing and agricultural com-
munities can send a message to the UK 
government that they will not be taken 
for expendable again or be taken for 
fools by the use of weasel words about 
efficiency - cuts by any other name – 
and not have their industry opened up 
to a trade deal with Trump’s America.    

James MacDonald,
Dealbhadh Croite, by Benderloch.

Installation of bronze 
Ford is still on course
Sir,
I write in response to the recent letter 
from B M R Green of Roshven suggest-
ing that the Highland Council should 
be spending £89,000 on the rural bus 
service twixt Acharacle and Lochailo-
rt – rather than on ‘the Bronze Ford’ 
planned for Fort William’s Cameron 
Square.

Though we can offer sympathy for 
those reliant on this bus service, redi-
recting Highland Council funds from 
this unique piece of street architecture 
will not save the bus service.

For three years the Ben Nevis Model 
T Ford Project Group has been fund-
raising to have cast and installed a full-
size replica of the Model T Ford driven 
by Henry Alexander to the summit of 
Ben Nevis in 1911.

Your correspondent is misinformed 
that the Highland Council is the major 
donor to this project. A sum of £60,000 
is currently banked and firmly pledged, 
all of which has been raised from our 
efforts and private donations. Among 
the many donors, nine-year-old Taylor 
Coull and his grandfather Les from 
Keith climbed Ben Nevis raising £1,500.

In the event that we are awarded a 
further sum from a rurally directed 
European fund we will be on course to 
unveil the Bronze Ford in May 2018.

The Highland Council has been 
very supportive in assisting with the 
procurement process but its financial 
commitment totals £3,000 only.

We believe that the Bronze Ford 
will be a significant attraction to Fort 
William and Lochaber, enhancing civic 
pride and will be a link in a Bronze Trail 
from ‘Sair Feet’ at the West End to the 
Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge.

Chris Robinson,
Chairman, Ben Nevis Model T Ford
Project Group.

Accusations are 
insulting to readers
Sir,
May I make an observation for the 
benefit of Alastair Redman of Islay 
(Letters, The Oban Times, March2)?

Repeating an inexactitude weekly 
over several months does not make it 
true. I do know something of the work-
load accomplished by our MP Brendan 
O’Hara and that of our local MSP and 
Brexit minister Michael Russell, and 
I am certain that they both give great 
value in the ‘day job’. 

If  Mr Redman has a specific example 
of any neglectful practice perpetrated 
by either of these gentlemen or by any 
other SNP elected member, then let 
him state it.

His current practice of non-specific 
accusations is inaccurate, repetitive and 
insulting to the readership.

The SNP stated in its UK general 
election manifesto in 2015 that if 
circumstances changed, it might seek 
a referendum. It was hugely successful 
in that election, reducing Tory, Labour 
and Lib-Dems to just one MP each.

Since then, circumstances could 
hardly have changed more.

Dot Macdonald,
Arisaig, 
Crannag A Mhinisteir, Oban.

Spotlight deserves 
the highest praise
Sir,
Thank you The Oban Times for your 
generous picture spread and crit of 
Spotlight’s Spamalot. As a former mem-
ber and continuing associate of this 
company’s works, I cannot speak highly 
enough of their very high standards. 

This show was sure to demand cour-
age and dedication in its execution and 
I can’t praise them enough for giving 
their delighted and spellbound audi-
ences a production which matched not 
only this country’s top amateur groups 
but professional ones as well.

They deserve the highest accolades.
W Raymond Shaw,
Glasgow.

Fish farm pesticides 
are toxic to sea life
Sir,
Government plans to double salmon 
farming are encouraging fish farm 
proposals in unsuitable places - for 
example, Dounie on the Sound of Jura, 
by Kames Fish Farming.

A damning new study proves the fish 
farm pesticide emamectin benzoate 
(SLICE), kills crustaceans far from 
salmon cages. Some poisoned lobsters, 
crabs and prawns are destined for our 
plates. SLICE is toxic to mammals 
and birds too, yet the Scottish Salmon 
Producers’ Organisation claims farmed 
salmon are a sustainable, healthy food. 
It urged the Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency (SEPA) not to comment 
on the study, saying it could ‘damage all 
our reputations’.

After campaigners discovered the 
results, SEPA announced a review but 
not a ban, yet SLICE has effects on 
‘at the scale of sea lochs’ and no safe 
dose. Kames’s SEPA application in-
cludes using SLICE at Dounie.

Wild salmon and sea trout use Dounie 
bay, breeding in the nearby River Add. 
Sea lice from fish farms can kill them.

Dounie is inside Knapadale National 
Scenic Area and a Marine Protected 
Area. Scottish Natural Heritage has 
objected to its impact on protected 
wildlife, so has Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell. How many reasons 
does a place need to be protected 
from a toxic fish farm?

For information follow the Friends 
of the Sound of Jura on Facebook.

John Aitchison, Lottie Goodlet 
and Hans Unkles,
Friends of the Sound of Jura, 
Tayvallich.

An artist’s impression of how the 
bronze Ford might look.



The Oban Times has announced today, Thursday March 
16, that its Lochaber newspaper is to be given a new, more 
appropriate name, the Lochaber Times, from March 23.

The newspaper and website has been running as northern 
edition of The Oban Times since family-owned publisher 
Wyvex Media Ltd purchased the Lochaber News in Octo-
ber last year.

Susan Windram, group editor, for The Oban Times, said: 
‘We work very closely with the local community and chang-
ing the newspaper title to include the name of the area was 
a very important point raised by the public.

‘We fully agree and, as the main local news source for 
Lochaber, it makes perfect sense to change the title to the 
Lochaber Times. Having our new fully-staffed premises on 

Fort William High Street and a new local name is a strong 
reflection of our dedication to delivering the best local 
news service for the Lochaber community.’

Keith McIntrye, operations director for Wyvex Media, 
added: ‘We hope this change will further communicate 
our commitment to ensure that a strong local publishing 
presence remains a vital part of the Lochaber community. 
Renaming the paper and meeting the needs of our local 
readers was an obvious decision to make and we look for-
ward to delivering news as the Lochaber Times.’

Readers can purchase printed and digital versions of the 
Lochaber Times every Thursday or access news stories 
from Lochaber seven days a week online by visiting www.
lochabertimes.co.uk.

Fort William High Street and a new local name is a strong 
reflection of our dedication to delivering the best local 

Keith McIntrye, operations director for Wyvex Media, 
added: ‘We hope this change will further communicate 
our commitment to ensure that a strong local publishing 
presence remains a vital part of the Lochaber community. 
Renaming the paper and meeting the needs of our local 
readers was an obvious decision to make and we look for-

Readers can purchase printed and digital versions of the 
Lochaber Times every Thursday or access news stories 
from Lochaber seven days a week online by visiting www.
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AN APPLICATION to install a £95,000 

canopy in Cameron Square has been with-

drawn, writes Monica Gibson.

The proposal to build a permanent 

structure just off the High Street was a joint 

venture between Fort William Town Team 

(FWTT) and Fort William Marina and 

Shoreline Company (FWMSC).

The suggestion was put forward follow-

ing the inaugural visit by a cruise liner to 

Fort William in September 2016.

FWMSC secretary, Sarah Kennedy 

explained: ‘We had arranged for Scottish 

country dancers and musicians to entertain 

everyone in the town on the day, but because 

the weather was very rainy, we all got rather 

wet.
‘With seven cruise ships expected in 2017 

we decided we needed a better solution. 

This resulted in a partnership between 

FWTT and FWMSC to see if we could put 

some kind of permanent canopy in Cameron 

Square’

An application for the canopy was submit-

ted to Highland Council in December as 

well as appeals for funding in the hope of 

having it in place before the next cruise liner 

is set to arrive on May 10, 2017.

However, concerns had been raised by 

nearby shops and business owners that the 

structure could be so big that it would hide 

them from view and potentially hinder their 

footfall.

Sue Keen, from FWTT, said: ‘We have 

been overwhelmed by the support we have 

been given with regards this project, but 

we have taken the decision to withdraw 

the planning application because of a few 

concerns by the stakeholders immediately 

surrounding the square.

‘Based on the feedback we have received, 

we would like to take more time to consult 

with the stakeholders and the wider com-

munity to make sure we get this right for 

Fort William. We feel an undercover area 

in Cameron Square will be a positive step 

forward for the town centre and hope to 

resubmit a new application soon.’

The team now plans to consider a 

cost-effective temporary canopy while they 

consider options.

Anyone with suggestions, comments or 

ideas is asked to send them to Sarah Kennedy  

at info@fwmsc.co.uk.

Meanwhile, the next town team volunteer 

meeting is on Monday March 13 at 7pm in 

Council Chambers, Lochaber House.

Canopy plans withdrawn over concerns

David MacDonald was a huge supporter of Fort William FC and well known in the town. 

THE LATEST stage in the GFG 

Alliance’s planned development 

of Lochaber smelter got under 

way on Friday (March 3) when 

discussions began over the 

proposed alloy wheel plant at the 

site.
Fergus Ewing, cabinet secre-

tary for rural economy, chaired 

a meeting of the newly formed 

Lochaber Delivery Group 

(LDG), which aims to support 

the setting up of the new plant 

over the next couple of years by 

providing housing, training and 

infrastructure.

The LDG, made up of High-

land Council, Highlands and 

Islands Enterprise and other 

public sector bodies, met with 

GFG Alliance executive chair-

man Sanjeev Gupta to discuss 

the plans to safeguard jobs and 

boost the local economy.

Mr Gupta said: ‘I’ve never seen 

so many public bodies coming 

together. It’s very encouraging. 

People here are enthusiastic 

about making this work.’

Training and employment was 

a major focus at the meeting, 

with representatives from West 

Highland College and Skills 

Development Scotland present.

Mr Gupta said he would like to 

employ and train as many local 

workers as is feasible.

He said: ‘Local people are in 

the best place for us. We will 

be mapping the skills that we 

need and where we can get them 

from. There will be some very 

specialised jobs and this is not 

a very industrialised part of the 

country so we will need to cast 

the net wider and hire from other 

areas as well.

‘We will be looking for a very 

SECONDARY students in 

Lochaber may soon have a 

four-and-a-half-day week 

thanks to new timetabling 

plans.
According to the Highland 

Council, a decision to move 

towards the 33-period week 

was made back in 2014, fol-

lowing much discussion about 

the educational benefits, and 

in particular the importance 

of sustaining rural education.

A spokesperson added: ‘It is 

the council’s intention to move 

towards a common time tabling 

format as this will allow wider 

access to senior courses for 

Highland pupils. The first 

stage of this process is to move 

all secondary schools to the 

33-period week and will finish 

early on a Friday.

‘All Highland secondary 

schools will be on a 33-period 

week from August, which 

takes place over 4.5 days.’

INVERLOCHY residents  

wanting to use the post office 

services will have to continue 

travelling into Fort William 

two months after the branch 

closed unexpectedly.

The branch has been closed 

since January 10 due to an 

‘operational issue’, according 

to a Post Office spokesper-

son, but the shop remained 

open. However, it has now 

closed. Visit www.obantimes.

co.uk for full story.

THE LIFE of a ‘true gentleman’ 

and ‘genuinely nice guy’ will be 

celebrated today (March 9).

Former vice-chairman of Fort 

William Football club (FWFC) 

David MacDonald tragically 

died last week.

Described as a football 

stalwart, David was a regular 

contributor of sports reports 

to The Oban Times. His funeral 

mass is to take place at St 

John’s Church in Caol at 11am. 

FWFC wrote on its Facebook 

page on March 2: ‘It is with 

deepest sadness and sorrow 

that we announce the passing 

of our friend and former vice 

chairman, David MacDonald.

‘David was a stalwart sup-

porter of Fort William FC and 

contributed in so many ways to 

the club, as match day reporter 

and announcer, historian and 

social media coordinator.  

David’s shouts of “Refereeee!”, 

when he disputed the decisions 

of the match day official, will 

forever echo around Claggan 

Park.
‘Our thoughts today are with 

his family. David, we will all 

miss you.’

The Oban Times offers its sym-

pathy to the family, friends and 

colleagues of Mr MacDonald.

Lochaber smelter boss delighted 

at public sector bodies’ support 

specific skill set which is hard to 

generate as there’s no national 

pool. Training somebody will 

take over a year if we are starting 

from scratch but we have a cou-

ple of years to get this done. All 

of the training will be done in the 

Highlands.’

Addressing the skills gap is key 

for the business and the main 

focus of the Gupta family trust, 

which works to provide young-

sters with training and access 

to courses to build skills and 

knowledge.

Mr Gupta added: ‘It’s a 

24-month process to get fully up 

and running but we have already 

started advertising jobs.’

In terms of infrastructure, Mr 

Gupta emphasised the impor-

tance of a local port and said 

work would be done to improve 

the port at Corpach for the pur-

poses of importing and exporting 

goods from the smelter and alloy 

company. He also said that road 

and rail links would have to 

be looked into, and Transport 

Scotland was also represented at 

the meeting.

Highland Council leader Mar-

garet Davidson said this is ‘the 

largest inward investment project 

which the Highland Council has 

KATIE CARABINE 

kcarabine@obantimes.co.uk

Funeral set for football stalwart

Half day 

Friday 
plans for 

high school

Inverlochy 

post office

dealt with in Lochaber and one of 

the largest ever in the Highlands’.

She added: ‘It shows that 

the area is very much open for 

business. The Lochaber Delivery 

Group is an excellent innovation 

and the council is pleased to be 

part of taking this transforma-

tional project forward.’

Charlotte Wright, interim 

HIE chief executive, said: ‘The 

delivery group has an important 

role in helping to facilitate the 

company’s growth in Lochaber 

and I am very pleased to be part 

of that.’

The LDG will meet again in 

May and communication is to be 

kept open with various commu-

nity groups.

During his visit, Mr Ewing also 

switched on one of the new £10 

million bio-diesel plants at the 

smelter, which will boost renew-

able energy onsite, making it the 

UK’s greenest metal-production 

factory.

These bio-diesel power plants 

will help production to be sus-

tained during drier spells and 

will also supply the grid when 

needed.

This is part of a nationwide 

network of planned plants, which 

are a key aspect of the GFG Al-

liance’s Greensteel strategy for 

environmental metal production 

and also includes recycling of 

scrap and used metals.

Mr Ewing said: ‘This is a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 

for Lochaber. In nearly three 

decades in politics, there has 

never been an opportunity that 

is so ambitious and exciting, and 

it’s terrific to be here at the birth 

of it.’
He added: ‘It fits with the 

natural resources we have here 

in Lochaber and plays to our 

strengths.’

Fergus Ewing with Sanjeev 

Gupta.  

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Opening on 10th March for the 

2017 season, 7 days a week

All our shell�sh is kept in our seawater tanks

Daily blackboards with something for 

everyone , from a bowl of soup,  steak , co�ee 

and cake or one of our popular platters

Seafood Shop and Deli open 

Monday to Saturday

Live and cooked shell�sh, deli, 

colourful Spanish cookware and gifts

Lochleven Seafood Cafe

01855 821048

www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Review us on trip advisor

Follow us on Facebook
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We hear you Lochaber
from March 23 we are changing to

New name for your local paper

For more information 01631 565128
westscotland@breedongroup.com www.breedongroup.com
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How well do you 
know the area?
OBAN TIMES readers are 
invited to send in their pho-
tographs of mystery locations 
around Argyll for our new 
weekly competition to guess 
‘Where is this?’

This week the photogaph was 
sent in by reader John Speirs.

The answer, and winner, will 
be published in next week’s 
paper and on our website, and 
any � endish photographs can 
be emailed to editor@oban-
times.co.uk.

Last week’s picture showed a 
marker between the north and 
railway  piers in Oban Bay but 
no-one correctly identi� ed it.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Pensioner says his toenails are 
more important than Christmas
A PENSIONER who ‘simply’ 
wants to have his toenails cut 
by a professional podiatrist has 
been told he will have to pay 
privately to have them done.

But he claims that because the 
council spends cash on ‘waste’, 
it can afford to pay for his ped-
icure.

David Gallant, a community 
councillor, has even completed 
a Freedom of Information re-

quest to find out who is eligible 
for free nail-cutting, and why he 
is not.

Mr Gallant, a railway timeta-
ble expert, said: ‘I have carried 
out research on this issue and 
there are some examples of 
people who are suffering from 
the decision not to increase 
spending on social care in line 
with inflation and not in line 
with increasing need due main-
ly to ageing population. 

‘NHS Highland has ruled 
that its podiatrists must not cut 

toenails for disabled people 
because that is now the job of 
the council.  

‘Social workers instructed 
a care firm to do this. But the 
care firm says its staff are not 
qualified to do this kind of 
work. 

‘My GP refused a referral 
on the grounds that NHS 
Highland podiatrists are now 
banned from carrying out this 
type of work, so GP referrals 
and self-referrals are no longer 
permitted.

‘Yet councillors always find 
plenty of money to waste on 
projects like Christmas trees, 
fireworks displays, Hogmanay 
parties, subsidising Oban Live, 
lighting up Oban Bay, lighting 
up McCaig’s Tower and, worst 
of all, spending millions on an 
unwanted Oban Airport when 
using seaplanes or helicopters 
would be much cheaper. 

‘The decision is not accept-
able. NHS Highland told me 
that it had arranged for care 
staff to attend training courses 

in cutting toenails, led by podia-
trists, or is it denying that these 
ever took place? 

‘It is clear that Argyll and 
Bute Council’s social work 
department is a complete and 
utter shambles.’

A FOI request to Argyll and 
Bute Council on the number 
of toenails that had been cut 
was rejected by the authority. It 
claimed: ‘I have to advise that 
the information you requested 
is information not held by the 
council.’

Mr Gallant disagreed with 
the local authority and said 
individual social work offices 
must have the information 
recorded on file, and that he 
has now taken the matter to the 
ombudsman.

A Health and Social Care 
Partnership spokesperson said: 
‘Toenail cutting is not generally 
a component of care. 

‘Our aim is always to ensure 
that the available help takes into 
account all care requirements 
of an individual.’

Joseph is back 
in the saddle 
Oban Cycles owners Christina 
Turtle and Mark Cardwell hand 
over a new bike to Joseph 
Hunter with his friend Greig 
Morrison, who helped raise 
money to replace his stolen 
one.
Joseph’s beloved £500 bicycle 
was stolen last month while he 
visited his brother in Nelson 
Road, Oban. A JustGiving 
campaign to replace his bike 
raised its £500 target in under 
36 hours.
Oban Cycles, on George Street, 
where Joseph is a ‘regular’ 
and ‘enthusiastic’ customer, 
donated an extra £100 to buy 
an even better bike than before 
– plus a strong padlock.
Joseph donated the £30 
surplus, gifted by a railway 
worker at Oban train station 
where he helps out, to Cancer 
Research in memory of his mum 
and dad who he lost in recent 
years to the disease.
Joseph thanked everyone for 
helping to put him back on the 
road so quickly. ‘They have all 
been good to me,’ he said.

POLICE
FILES

Violent struggle
AT ABOUT 11.45am on Mon-
day March 6, police stopped 
a man on Soroba Road, 
Oban. The man was being 
searched when he allegedly 
struggled violently with of-
� cers and obstructed them.
The man, 37, was arrested 
and charged, and a report 
will be sent to the procura-
tor � scal.

Drugs search
At about 8.40am on 
Thursday March 9, a � at 
in McKelvie Road, Oban, 
was searched by police.  A 
47-year-old woman was 
allegedly found to be in 
possession of cannabis. 
She was charged and a 
report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

No licence
At about 8.55pm on Tuesday 
March 7, on the A85 near 
Connel, a minibus was 
stopped by police for a 
routine check. 

Checks revealed that 
the driver, a man aged 43, 
allegedly did not have enti-
tlement to drive a minibus 
and, as a result, there was 
allegedly no insurance for 
the vehicle. The man was 
charged with the o� ences 
and report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

Car damaged
On Sunday March 12, a 
grey Land Rover Freeland-
er, parked in Tesco car park 
in Oban, was damaged 
by having its  boot panel 
scratched.
Police are investigating 
the incident and are ap-
pealing for any witnesses 
or anyone with any infor-
mation to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

with Sergeant 
Iain MacNicol

Secret deal ends planning dispute

Ex-sports stars return to the fray

A CONFIDENTIAL agree-
ment has been reached to 
alter the Connel home of Ann 
Colthart, who claimed she lost 
her privacy after social housing 
was built too close to her house 
due to a planning mistake.

The details of the settlement 
will not be disclosed but Argyll 
and Council Council states it 
does not include cash compen-
sation.

In May last year, Ms Colthart, 
a retired teacher, realised a 
two-storey semi-detached 
house in neighbouring St Oran’s 
Place was going up 9.3m away 
from her 14-year-old sunroom 
at Duriehill, when Argyll and 
Bute Council’s local planning 
guidelines state there must be 
an 18m or 12m separation.

Planning officers apologised 
and admitted two errors in pro-
cessing Macleod Construction 
Ltd’s planning application in 
2014. First, officers relied on 

‘out-of-date Ordnance Survey 
data [which] did not depict the 
sunroom’ and, secondly, they 
did not undertake a site visit, 
‘contrary to established prac-
tice’.

Councillors on the Planning, 
Protective Services and Licens-
ing Committee voted five to four 
at a public hearing in November 
to mitigate the privacy issues by 
moving and frosting windows 
and erecting a hedge.

Ms Colthart was joined by lo-
cal campaigners calling for the 
building to be demolished, and 
her MP and MSP also urged 
the Scottish Government to 
overturn the council’s decision 
to ‘ride roughshod over its own 
planning regulations’.

But now, in a joint statement, 
Argyll and Bute Council chief 
executive Cleland Sneddon and 
Ms Colthart said ‘they are in the 
process of finding a way forward 
in resolving the matter regard-

ing a development adjacent to 
Ms Colthart’s property.

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
accepted that with regards to 
the town planning process in 
this instance there were short-
comings which have impacted 
negatively on Ms Colthart’s 
enjoyment of her home and an 
apology was made by its plan-
ning and regulatory service.

‘Argyll and Bute Council has 
agreed to assist Ms Colthart in 
making alterations to her home 
to mitigate the loss of privacy 
and enjoyment that she feels 
she has suffered, and this agree-
ment brings the matter to a 
conclusion. The agreement will 
not include a cash settlement.

‘The council and Ms Colthart 
have agreed that the terms of 
the agreement when finalised 
will remain confidential and 
that no further statements will 
be made on the matter by either 
party.’

OBAN’S shinty stars will swap 
hitting the ball with sticks for 
scoring with kicks to raise money 
for charity.

Shinty players and footballers 
will go head to head in a soccer 
match on March 26 at Oban’s 
rugby club to raise money for 
DMI Cancer Trust.

Three games will take place 
at the We’ll Play This Game 
Together event, which starts at 
noon.

And for the first time since they 
won the Camanachd Cup in 1996, 
the trophy-winning Oban Cama-
nachd team will get together to 
take on Coasters Football Club.

The event was organised by 
Coasters player John Scott 
after hearing that Neil ‘Nonnie’ 

McInnes was unwell and unable 
to organise his annual sell-out 
charity concert.

For the past three previous 
years Nonnie, who captained the 
cup-winning Oban Camanachd 
team, has organised a traditional 
music concert, We’ll Walk This 
Road Together, to raise money 
for his charity DMI Cancer Trust 
– raising more than £40,000.

John Scott said: ‘So in order 
to keep the charity in the public 
domain, a couple of us came up 
with the idea of We Will Play This 
Game Together.’

Gareth Evans, Lochside Rovers 
shinty manager and Camanachd 
Cup winner, said: ‘I am getting 
the team together. We will have 
about 20 players.

‘The reason we have 20 is be-
cause most of our players will be 
hitting 50. A few of the boys were 
apprehensive about it because 
we haven’t done anything like 
this for a while, but it’s for a good 
cause. ‘This will be the first time 
since we won the cup that we will 
be back together.’

Organisers of the charity event 
have already helped to raise 
£1,000, but are hoping to increase 
that figure. The event starts with 
Coasters versus Camanachd 96, 
followed by Coasters Ladies ver-
sus Oban Ladies at 1.30pm and 
the event will finish with an Oban 
select taking on Camanachd.

Donations can be made in 
person at Coasters Bar or online 
via JustGiving.

The Oban Camanachd Cup winners from 1996 are ready to compete again ... at football.

Winter Fest 
generates 
£1.9 million
OBAN’S sixth Winter Festival 
in November raised £1.9 million 
for the local economy, and 
£22,000 for charity, according to 
its annual report.

An estimated 20,000 people 
overall attended the 10-day 
festival, which celebrates Oban’s 
unique culture and community, 
with 3,000 spectators watching 
the reindeer parade alone, repre-
senting an increase on the previ-
ous year. There was an increase in 
visitors and residents eating out.

The Winter Festival commit-
tee are finalists at two awards 
ceremonies tonight (Thursday 
March 16), at the Thistle Awards 
in Edinburgh International Con-
ference Centre and in the Scottish 
Rural Awards in Edinburgh’s 
Dynamic Earth.
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Sport

Indoor results

Shooting

Football

Lotto
Lottery numbers

Big shots at 
Glen� nnan

Nairn County                      5
Fort William                  0
Highland League

Football

Table tennis
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7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 16, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 01.54 0.8 07.39 3.9 14.22 1.1 19.58 3.8
Fri 02.27 1.0 08.09 3.7 14.54 1.3 20.29 3.6
Sat 03.02 1.3 08.39 3.5 15.30 1.5 21.04 3.4
Sun 03.41 1.5 09.10 3.2 16.14 1.7 21.44 3.1
Mon 04.30 1.8 09.48 3.0 17.12 1.9 22.39 2.9
Tues 05.32 2.0 10.46 2.7 18.23 2.0  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.44 2.8 06.46 2.0 13.59 2.7 19.44 1.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

12
6

4

Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 9ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 9ºC.

Bruno Berardelli, right, of local company HWE, presented a set of new strips to Lochaber Camanachd 
second team, accepted by team captain, James McRae, before Saturday’s 5-1 win over Lovat.  

Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

RECENT results: Mallaig 4, 
Nevis Range 11; The Goon 
Squad 6, HW Energy 5; The 
Young Team 7, Inverlochy 
3; Doghouse Thistle 7, 
Ballatasaray 1; Portowcy 0, 
Fiorentina Turner 3.

GLENFINNAN Gun Club 
held a shoot at the weekend.

The club gathered on Satur-
day March 11 in mild and 
dry conditions, with 17 guns 
to take part in various 
competitions.

The first competition was won 
by Peter Davidson.

The second competition, the 
Tennent Shield, was won by 
Willie Wilson.

High gun for the day, Donnie 
Strang Memorial Quaich, was 
also won by Willie Wilson.

Peter Davidson also took 
home the Double Rise Dewar 
Cup.

RECENT matches in the Fort 
William and District Table Ten-
nis League, played at the Nevis 
Centre, again threw up some 
notable encounters.

In division two, Joe Robson 
played his return match with 
Neil Cameron, in which Joe was 
hoping to complete the double. 
Neil took the first game 11-7, 
and then edged a closely fought 
second game 12-10, only for 
Joe to then pull a game back by 
winning 11-4.

But Neil was not to be denied 
as he fought back to take the 
fourth and deciding game 11-8 
to record his first victory of the 

WINNING numbers for the 
Ballachulish shinty lotto draw 
on March 12 were 14, 15 and 18. 
Bella MacIntyre in Onich had 
the correct numbers and won 
the £1,000. Next week’s draw 
will revert to £200.

Jade McCormack and 
Katherine Ann Gall shared the 
£1,100 jackpot from the Caol 
Community Centre Bingo Club 
lotto draw on March 12. The 
winning numbers were 6, 11 and 
20. This Sunday March 19 the 
draw will be back to £100.

The £500 jackpot from the 
Caol Regeneration lotto was 
won on March 9 by Donella 
Lamont. The winning numbers 
were 4, 6 and 15. The draw is 
back to £100 for today’s lotto 
(March 16).

Winning Kilmallie 
lotto numbers for the draw on 
Sunday March 12 were 2, 10 
and 20. There were no winners 
so the draw is up to £300 for 
this week’s draw.

FIVE-star Nairn County re-
corded their biggest win of the 
season as they put Fort William 
to the sword at Station Park.

The hosts blew the visitors 
away with a three-goal blitz in 
the opening 10 minutes of the 
second half as youngster Jordan 
Macrae scored his first hat-trick 
for the club and 17-year-old 
Fraser Wilkie kept a clean sheet 
on his debut.

The visitors’ leading scorer, 
Scott Davidson, had two efforts 
with free kicks in the opening 
seven minutes. The first saw the 
striker fire straight at Fraser 
Wilkie and then, a minute later, 
the teenage stopper made a 
stunning save to keep out the 
forward’s powerful drive from 
almost on the 18-yard line which 
took a deflection on its way 
through.

Wayne Mackintosh was free in 
the box to head home a Jordan 
Macrae cross from the left on 
10 minutes but his celebrations 
were cut short by the linesman’s 
flag.

The hosts were not to be de-
nied six minutes later, though, 
with Jordan Macrae lashing 
them in front. Mackintosh’s ball 
inside from the left found the 
young attacker unmarked at the 
edge of the box and he sent a 
raking low shot into the net off 
the inside of the left-hand post.

Gary Kerr then intercepted a 
short back pass but the centre 
forward was forced wide and 
his low effort from a tight angle 
on the left flew across goal and 
wide.

County doubled their advan-
tage though on 34 minutes. 
Macrae became the provider as 
he clipped a ball over the Fort 

Fort William have no answer to 
fi ve-star Nairn at Station Park

defence from the left to send 
Dylan Mackenzie racing in on 
goal from the right. The young 
striker’s first touch was heavy 
and took him wide of goal but 
he was still able to loop the ball 
over Fort goalkeeper Stephen 
Foster with the aid of a deflec-
tion off Farquhar Macrae.

Three goals in 10 minutes at 
the start of the second half put 
Nairn well in command. The 
hosts added to their tally on 48 
minutes with a Kenny McKen-
zie cross from the left being 

The midfielder raced at the 
heart of the Fort defence and 
had the intelligence to hold off 
the pass before slipping in the 
young attacker on the left, who 
shaped himself for a curling, 
right-footed shot which he con-
fidently planted across Foster 
and into the far corner.

Foster excelled himself on 71 
minutes to prevent Nairn add-
ing a sixth. The stopper made 
a great block to keep out Kerr’s 
thunderbolt from the edge of 
the box before he managed to 
scramble himself to his feet to 
keep out Naismith’s follow up 
from close range.

Kerr went close again in the 
closing stages as he met Gregg 
Main’s free kick in from the left 
with a glancing header that flew 
past the far post.

The striker was out of luck 
again a minute into stoppage 
time as he had time to control 
the ball in the box and blast 
goalwards but Fosters stopped it 
with his legs.

Fort William – Foster, Lin-
gard, Taylor, Moffat, Macrae, 
Tawse, Corbett, Chisholm, 
Trialist (Trialist 57), Davidson, 
Maclellan (Knight 49). Subs un-
used: MacIntyre, MacLennan, 
Paterson.

Fort William travel to take 
on Huntly at Christie Park on 
Saturday, kick-off 3pm.

The club are advertising for 
a new manager and assistant 
manager. 

Applications should be sub-
mitted to Marie McMillan at 
fortwilliamfc@highlandleague.
com by Friday March 31. 

Applicants must include play-
ing and coaching experience 
and qualifications in their 
application.

season. Spurred on by his win, 
Neil then took on John Steele 
in another great match during 
which the Neil fought back 
from a game down to lead 2-1, 
only for John to closely level the 
match at 2-2.

Total charge
Continuing his fine form, how-

ever, Neil then took total charge 
of the final game as he won 11-2 
to take the match.

In other matches, John record-
ed a fine win over Joe Robson 
when he won 11-7, 12-14, 11-7, 
and 11-8 in another thrilling 
encounter.

Following comfortable wins 

over his nearest rivals, Stuart 
Steele now leads division two 
on games difference from Joe 
Robson, both now having six 
points each.

In division one, Angus 
MacDonald recorded his first 
victory of the season when he 
beat Jim Hinchley 3-0.

And the club held its open 
doubles competition recently 
also.

Comfortable win
The first semi-final saw the 

pairing of Neil Cameron and 
Monte Bleasdale take on 
Jim Hinchley and Graham 
Anderson, which resulted in a 

comfortable win for Neil and 
Monte.

The other semi-final resulted 
in a closer match when John 
Grant and Aileen MacFadzean 
played Tommy Disher and John 
Steele.

After some good play from 
all four participants, John and 
Aileen prevailed to go through 
to the final, where they proved 
too strong for Neil and Monte as 
they recorded a 3-0 victory, the 
latter two unable to replicate 
their earlier form.

John and Aileen at the double

Club on the lookout for a
new manager and assistant

flicked on by the head of Dylan 
Mackenzie for Jordan Macrae 
to run on to and crash into the 
net with a header.

Then, on 52 minutes, Gregg 
Main whipped in a superb low 
free kick from the touchline 
on the right and Gary Kerr 
out-muscled his marker to latch 
on to it and divert the ball home 
for his 13th goal of the season.

Main was involved again as 
Jordan Macrae rounded off a 
fine hat-trick on 55 minutes. 

Fort William manager Ally 
Ewen and his assistant Kevin 
Munro will step down at the 

end of the season.

Saints in quarters
Football
OBAN Saints have reached 
the last eight of the Scottish 
Amateur Cup after a 4-3 replay 
win over Perth side Letham last 
Saturday. They now play Barca 
Milton from Edinburgh for a 
place in the semi-finals.

JD MacMaster celebrates his goal which won the match for Fort William against Strathglass at An 
Aird last Saturday. See shinty pages for match report. Photo: Abrightside Photography

Narrow win
for the Fort


