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Obanites enjoy a dose of 
reality with Gogglebox girls 

REALITY stars from the 
award-winning Channel 4 
programme Gogglebox paid a 
visit to Oban earlier this week, 
writes David McPhee.

Obanites inundated social 
media with selfies taken with 
Sandy Channer and her friend 
Sandra Martin, who are well 
known for their entertaining 
antics on the TV show, which 
features friends, families and 
couples from across Britain 
watching and critiquing televi-
sion programmes.

The reality stars spent Sun-

day night in Oban relaxing 
with friends.

Sandy Channer said: ‘I love 
Oban. I love the views – you 
can’t get better. The people 
are amazing and you get fresh 
seafood.

‘I tasted some whisky, which 
made me feel dizzy for a min-
ute, but I pulled through!

‘I will definitely come back. 
You get lost in the tranquility 
when you come to Oban.’ 

And Sandy added: ‘The 
Gogglebox ladies say hello to 
everyone and we will be back.’

Sandra Martin said: ‘Scot-
land is very beautiful. This 
is my third time here and my 
first time in Oban.

‘We’re here as it’s a Mother’s 
Day vacation and we’re seeing 
our best friends.’

The star jokingly continued: 
‘Oban is my home. I’m looking 
for a property and a million-
aire in Oban!’

The women left at lunchtime 
on Monday – they were head-
ing home to begin filming for 
the new season of Gogglebox 
on Tuesday.

Sandy Channer, left, with her friend and fellow Gogglebox star Sandra Martin. 

MP ‘fed-up 
waiting’ in bid 
to free Billy
THE UNSETTLING circum-
stances surrounding the arrest 
and subsequent imprisonment 
of Connel man Billy Irving and 
34 of his colleagues will see a 
cross-party government group 
set up, The Oban Times can 
exclusively reveal.

The Oban Times is now pushing 
for a number of unanswered 
questions to be brought before 
the UK government in order to 
bring Billy home.

The men, who have always 
insisted their innocence, have, 
to date, been in Chennai, India 
for two years and five months.

It recently came to light that 
two Italian workers on the ship 
at the time of the initial arrests 
were not jailed along with their 
co-workers. They are believed to 
be at home in Italy. 

The Oban Times understands 
the Italian workers have told 
UK family members they have 
‘to stay below the radar’.

It is thought the Italian Foreign 
minister may have secured an 
early release for the men. At the 
time of going to press the Italian 
Government had not responded 
to The Oban Times’ request for 
details.

According to MP Brendan 
O’Hara, a number of questions 
remain unanswered.

Why did the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
wait almost two years before the 
government minister contacted 
the vessel’s owners AdvanFort?

Why was paperwork, handed 
over to the Indian Government, 
not used by the courts in the 
recent appeal? 

It is also understood that the 
FCO and cabinet minister Hugo 

Swire were ‘in a spin’ when the 
men were detained in January, 
as their consular intelligence 
had understood the men were to 
be pardoned.

In a bid to get answers to these 
questions, a cross-party parlia-
mentary group will now be set up 
by MPs Brendan O’Hara, Argyll 
and Bute, and Kirsten Oswald, 
East Renfrewshire, to Free the 
Chennai Six. It was due to be 
launched today (Thursday).

Mr Irving was arrested and 
thrown in jail along with 34 oth-
er sailors and guards on October 
12, 2013 while working aboard 
the anti-piracy ship MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio.

The Indian courts claimed 
the men had no legitimacy for 
either their work or the guns and 
ammunition they had on board.

However, the men presented 
the courts with paperwork to 
counter the claims – paperwork 
they and their families believe 
has been ignored.

Speaking exclusively to The 
Oban Times, Mr O’Hara, who 
has been working closely with 
his parliamentary colleague Ms 
Oswald and with Billy’s fiancée  
Yvonne MacHugh, says the time 
for waiting is over.

Mr O’Hara said: ‘It is already 
too long to wait.  We are setting 
up a cross-party group to get 
answers to all the questions that 
surround this case.

‘Ms Oswald and myself are so 
fed-up waiting for answers. We 
have played ball. But enough is 
enough. We are pushing for the 
government to answer questions 
about what they are doing while 
these men are in prison.’

Owners of the MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio appear to have 
gone into hiding, but a number 
of the men’s family members 
claim the son of the boat’s own-

ers has called them apologising 
and begging them not to make 
matters worse for the company, 
with one British family member 
saying he told them, ‘we have no 
money, we are very poor’.

The men’s families have 
received no compensation from 
the boat’s owners and the men  
have not received any pay since 
they were arrested. 

 It is understood that FCO min-
ister Hugo Swire only contacted 
the owners in January 2016, but 
the context of the conversation 
was not disclosed.

Mr O’Hara continued: ‘There 
is no doubt that the government 
was in a spin after the men were 
sent to jail in January. It seems to 
me they were knocked sideways.

‘Surely the British Government 
should be using all diplomatic 
means open to them to get this 
matter resolved?’

A spokesman for the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office 
said: ‘This issue has been raised 
repeatedly at the highest levels 
by the Prime Minister, Foreign 
Secretary and UK representa-
tives. We will continue efforts to 
make sure this case is resolved 
without delay.

‘Our staff will continue to 
make regular prison visits to the 
men and support their families, 
who we remain in close contact 
with. We will carry on working 
to make sure their welfare is 
protected while they are in 
prison.’

The FCO would not answer 
questions about the Italian men. 

In a recent interview, The Oban 
Times asked David Mundell MP, 
the Scottish Secretary, about Mr 
Irving’s incarceration. 

Mr Mundell said he was ‘una-
ware of the situation’ but would 
be finding out all he could to 
support Mr Irving.

EXCLUSIVE by
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

18 jobs to go at Oban Express as 
parent company streamlines service
OBAN EXPRESS bosses, 
Menzies Distribution, has con-
firm 18 redundancies as the 
company finds a ‘new structure 
to deliver the best possible 
service’, writes Louise Glen.

A spokesman for Menzies 
Distribution parcel delivery 
service confirmed on Tuesday 
that 10 of the redundancies 
were voluntary.

Of the 18 redundancies the 
majority are being made in 
Oban, with one in the Glasgow 
distribution depot. 

It is understood that the ma-
jority of office staff in Oban 

have retained their positions. 
The company currently em-
ploys a total of 41 people at 
the Oban and Glasgow depots.

The Oban Times revealed 
three weeks ago that the 
Oban family company Oban 
Express, which was  acquired 
by Menzies in late 2015, was 
due to make redundancies, be-
lieving at that time the number 
would be 30 workers.

A spokesman for Menzies 
Distribution said: ‘At the time 
of its acquisition by Menzies 
Distribution, Oban Express 
had faced a period of challeng-

ing trading and we understood 
that changes would likely be 
needed to restore the business 
to sustainable operation. 

‘Following the hectic festive 
trading period, we announced 
a review of our combined net-
work in Argyll, with the aim of 
finding the most appropriate 
structure to service our com-
bined operations.

 ‘On Thursday February 18, 
Menzies Distribution formally 
announced the results of that 
network review to our employ-
ees; those affected included 
the teams at Oban Express, 

and the existing Menzies Par-
cels depot in Oban. 

‘In total, 18 redundancies 
will be made – 17 in Oban and 
one in Glasgow – of which 10 
were voluntary redundancies. 

‘We’d like to thank everyone 
leaving the business for their 
years of service, and wish them 
the very best for the future.

‘Following the completion of 
this process, Menzies Distri-
bution’s sights are set firmly 
on delivering the best possible 
service to our customers in 
Argyll. We have a great team 
in place.’ 

Motorists in Argyll who 
randomly park where the like 
will have to clean up their act 
following the news that the 
Scottish Government is to be 
given new powers to tackle 
inconsiderate parking.

Politicians can now intro-
duce legislation that would 
make it illegal for vehicles 
to obstruct pavements and 
dropped kerbs and drivers to 
double park on public roads.

The move comes after years 
of campaigning from charities 
such Living Streets Scotland 
and Guide Dogs Scotland.

Jane Horsburgh, policy man-
ager for Guide Dogs Scotland 
said: ‘This is great news for 
people with sight loss, guide 
dog owners, wheelchair or 
mobility scooter users, and 
families with pushchairs. 

‘People with reduced mobil-
ity have been waiting a long 
time for legislation that allows 
them to get out and about 
safely in our communities.’

COMMUNITY councillors 
are annoyed that a planning 
application for a hotel in town 
has been delayed because 
of council rules on parking 
spaces.

At the Oban meeting last 
Monday, community council-
lors asked elected members 
what was happening with the 
Premier Inn proposal for the 
former Hollywood Bowl site.

Councillor Iain MacLean 
said: ‘I believe there is a 
report with [Argyll and Bute 
Council] roads in regard to 
the car parking proposed [in 
that there is not enough].’

Community councillors said 
that other hotels in town had 
been given permission without 
any associated car parking.

Member of the public 
and Oban resident Kenny 
MacLennan added: ‘There is 
plenty of parking in the Alba-
ny Street car park at night.’

Move against 
bad parking

Premier Inn 
planning
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Earlier this month a 
patient walked into my 
practice wanting to 
make an appointment. 
He mentioned to my 
practice manager he 
had being seeing a 
large spot in front of 
one eye for several 
days. My practice 
manager’s reaction 
was immediately to 
think he was suffer-
ing from a detached 
retina. A few weeks 
ago we had a similar 
situation and I was 
able to show my staff 
amazing pictures of a 
retina with a massive 
tear and detachment. 
That patient required 
immediate hospitalisa-
tion, had an operation 
to repair her retina 
the next morning and 
left hospital a couple 
of days later with her 
vision restored. I was 
not in the practice 
when this new patient 
arrived unannounced 
but my staff had been 
trained to recognise 
the urgency of this 
patient’s situation. 
They arranged for the 
patient to return early 
next morning. 

When I examined 
the patient it was 
obvious there was 

bleeding at the back 
of his eyes. Often 
when bleeding occurs 
in both eyes it is an 
indication of diabetes 
or high blood pres-
sure. This patient had 
high blood pressure 
which required im-
mediate life-saving 
treatment. He was 
admitted to hospital 
that morning. Had he 
not been admitted he 
would probably have 
had a massive stroke 
or be dead! His only 
symptoms were of a 
blurry spot in front of 
one eye.

Spots in front of your 
eyes should always be 
investigated urgently. 
Sometimes they are 
a sign of a retinal tear 
which requires urgent 
treatment. In this case 
they were the sign 
of a potentially fatal 
blood pressure issue. 
In each of these the 
specialist skills and 
equipment of your 
optometrist is re-
quired to diagnose the 
problem. If you suffer 
from “spots in front of 
your eyes” don’t pro-
crastinate. Get them 
checked urgently. It 
might just save your 
life.

Procrastination Can Be Fatal

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

MULL
lines

AN EDUCATION report 
into the primary school in the 
village of Bunessan on Mull 
has found improvements have 
taken place.

A inspection report conclud-
ed: ‘Overall, there is evidence 
of improvements in the school’s 
work. We are now more satis-
fied with the overall quality of 
provision. 

‘Argyll and Bute Council has 
secured a permanent head 
teacher for Bunessan Primary 
School and Pre-5 Unit. 

‘She is beginning to take for-
ward improvements. We have 
asked Argyll and Bute Council 
to continue to work closely with 
the school to ensure that an 
action plan is progressed. 

‘Our Area Lead Officer will 
maintain contact to monitor 
progress. We will make no 

further visits in connection with 
this inspection.’

TOBERMORY’S pupils 
received top marks for their 
green energy awareness when 
Scotland’s largest installer of 
solar panels paid a visit to their 
school.

The team from Campbell and 
Kennedy, who installed the 
rooftop system that has been 
powering Tobermory High 
School with clean renewable 
energy since August 2014, were 
invited back to Mull to talk to 
pupils about solar energy.

Pupils impressed the compa-
ny’s Jason Lowey and Emily 
Thompson with their knowled-
ge about renewable energy, and 
contributions to reduce the 
school’s carbon footprint.

S3 student Fergus Reade said: 

‘It really helped us understand 
what we can do to help, and 
explained why global warming 
is such a big problem for our 
generation.

‘I was surprised Scotland is 
one of the leading countries on 
the renewable energy front, but 
found it concerning that Eng-
land and other countries were 
so far behind.’

The firm claims the solar PV 
system installed at Tobermory 
High and primary schools will 
pay for itself and generate inco-
me over its lifetime. 

A spokesperson for the 
company added: ‘Schools 
across Scotland are opting for 
solar PV solutions to slash their 
electricity costs and free-up 
money to be invested back into 
the classroom.’

The team from Campbell and 
Kennedy’s visit to Tobermory  
High and primary schools was 
the first in a series of school 
talks across Argyll and Bute. 

Bunessan school 
improving

Tobermory’s pupils 
are green minded

Oban Times newsdesk 
01631 568000

Transport timetables need 
tuning says let-down chorister
INTEGRATED public 
transport is possible, as many 
examples worldwide prove. But 
not, it seems in the Highlands of 
Scotland.

Ed Tyler, from Muasdale in 
Kintyre sings in a Gaelic choir 
and was making his way to the 
annual rural choirs workshop, 
but was left stranded for a few 
hours after public transport 
made him late for a ferry.

He said: ‘Last Saturday 
morning, I took the bus from 
Craignure to Fishnish on the 
Isle of Mull with the intention 
of picking up the ferry to Loch-
aline for the annual  workshop. 

‘The bus was busy and this 
caused it to be behind time, so 
when we arrived at Fishnish the 
ferry had already left.  There 
was not another one for two 
hours, causing me to miss half 
the workshop.

‘While I was waiting, I was 
surprised to see another bus ap-
pear despite the fact that there 
was no ferry to connect with. It 
was all very random and hit and 
miss. 

‘My own bus had been due to 
arrive at 11.07am – only three 
minutes before the ferry was due 
to leave.

‘The Isle of Mull and other 
parts of the Highlands depend a 
lot on tourism. Both West Coast 
Motors (the bus operator in this 

case) and CalMac (the ferry 
operator) pride themselves on 
providing lifeline services for 
remote rural areas. 

‘Why then, have they not sat 
down together and found ways to 
make their timetables connect?

‘The Oban-Craignure current 
ferry times are such that the 
bus cannot leave Craignure till 
10.50am  - too late for a reason-
able connection.

‘It made me realise why so 
many people in the Highlands 
have given up on public trans-
port. 

‘Twenty-seven other workshop 
attendees made the same jour-
ney as me from Craignure to 
Fishnish – only they made it in 
their cars. 

‘Public transport is one of the 
solutions to Climate Change. 
It’s time to integrate it so that 
people have confidence in get-
ting from A to B without having 
to use their cars, assuming they 
have one.’

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘We sympathise with the situa-
tion in which this person found 
himself for had we been advised 
the bus was running late we 
would have waited for it, but 
regrettably, we did not receive 
this information. 

‘We fully understand how 
frustrating this must have been 
and are reviewing the arrange-
ments on this route to avoid it 
happening again in the future.’

Colin Craig, managing di-

rector of West Coast Motors, 
said: ‘Due the high volume of 
passengers boarding our service 
at Craignure the service did not 
depart on time and we regretta-
bly missed the connection with 
the Fishnish ferry by a matter of 
minutes. 

‘It is not clear if the passenger 
made our driver aware of his 
connection at Fishnish, but he 
had already been in touch with 
our office to ask about the re-
turn journey from Fishnish and 
he was advised the bus would 
wait for the ferry to arrive. 

‘I appreciate, however, this is 
of little comfort for the missed 
outward connection and we 
will be working with CalMac to 
ensure it doesn’t happen again.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

CONSERVATION charities 
Scottish Wildlife Trust and 
Buglife held a debate at the 
Scottish Parliament last week 
asking MSPs to ban three 
insecticides permanently in 
Scotland due to their harmful 
effects on bees.

Currently a two-year EU 
moratorium bans three 
neonicotinoid pesticides – 
clothianidin, imidacloprid and 
thiamethoxam – from being 
used on crops attractive to 
pollinating insects, but it is 
now being reviewed in light of 
new research.

Dr Maggie Keegan, Head 
of Policy at Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, explained: ‘A huge 
body of evidence shows 
certain neonicotinoids are 
harmful to bees and other 
wild pollinators. We now know 
bumblebees can’t pollinate 
crops effectively when exposed 
to these pesticides, so it makes 
moral, ecological and econom-
ic sense to ban them.’

According to evidence cited 
by campaigners, neonicoti-
noids can damage bee brains, 
reduce bumblebee queen 
production, reduce wild bee 
density, and decrease solitary 
bee nesting, bumblebee colony 
growth and reproduction. 

Matt Shardlow, chief execu-
tive of Buglife, added: ‘Bees, 
butterflies and other pollina-
tors are in trouble and need all 
the help that we can give them. 

‘The evidence is conclusive 
– neonicotinoids are a con-
firmed risk to wild pollinators, 
they travel through the soil 
into wildflowers and streams 
causing damage to wildlife in 
each habitat they pollute. A 
complete ban is overdue.’

Charities
call for 
chemicals
ban to help 
save bees

Western 
Isles’ NHS 
receives 
£2.9m cash 
boost

Queen Street 
safety system 
for commuters

 

HEALTH Secretary Shona 
Robison has confirmed NHS 
Western Isles will receive 
an additional £2.9 million in 
2016-17. 

This is an increase of 4.6 
per cent on NHS Western 
Isles’ budget level in 2015-16, 
bringing the board’s overall 
funding to £66.6 million. 

NHS Western Isles’ uplift 
includes £1.6 million for in-
vestment in social care as part 
of the integration of health 
and social care – which is part 
of the £250 million committed 
by the Deputy First Minister 
as part of the 2016-17 budget 
settlement.

This funding will be split 
between the new health and 
social care partnerships in 
Western Isles, which from 
April will bring together 
health board and local 
authority responsibilities by 
integrating health and social 
care services across Scotland. 

Ms Robison said: ‘People 
in Western Isles should have 
access to the right care, in the 
right place, at the right time. 
With this increase in funding, 
health boards are being given 
more support to achieve this. 

‘The integration of health 
and social care, which comes 
into full force on April 1, is 
the most significant reform 
of our health and social care 
services since the creation of 
the NHS and our investment 
of £1.6 million for Western 
Isles’ health and social care 
partnerships will help improve 
people’s experience of care.

‘This funding will allow 
people to be supported to 
maintain their independence 
for as long as possible, in their 
own homes and communities 
and mean that fewer people 
need to go to hospital to 
receive care. Where hospital 
care is necessary and appro-
priate, they will spend less 
time there and return home 
more quickly.’

A PEDESTRIAN traffic 
system which will affect 
train-users travelling to and 
from Oban, Fort William and 
Mallaig will be put in place at 
Queen Street station due to 
work being carried out on the 
tunnel.

The tunnel will close for 
20 weeks starting on Sunday 
March 20, but to ensure pas-
sengers can enter and leave 
the station safely a one-way 
system will be implemented 
on each lower level platform.

Customers will be directed 
to queuing areas and will then 
be guided down to the plat-
form when their train arrives. 

People using the train ser-
vices to Oban, Fort William 
and Mallaig  are being asked 
to queue on Dundas Street, 
near Sainsburys. 

Passengers are also being 
advised to arrive at the station 
10 minutes earlier than they 
normally would, particularly 
in the first week of the tunnel 
work.

A MULL restaurant has been nom-
inated for two national awards this 
month.

Ninth Wave, opened in 2009 by 
Carla and John Lamont at Fionn-
phort on the Ross of Mull, will com-
pete for the Best Restaurant title 
in VisitScotland’s Scottish Thistle 
Awards at Edinburgh’s Internation-
al Conference Centre on March 
18, after beating ‘a record number 
of entries’ for Best Restaurant Ex-
perience in the regional finals last 
November.

The restaurant will then vie against 
37 others for the Rural Tourism and 
Hospitality Award in the Scottish 
Rural Awards at Edinburgh’s Dy-
namic Earth on March 31. 

Carla and John were already 
‘riding the crest of a winning wave’ 
after they’d picked up Restaurant 
of the Year at the Highlands and 
Islands Food and Drink Awards for 
the second time in 2015. 

Canada-born Carla told us: ‘It’s 
been a great year. We’ve won a 
couple of awards and we’ve a couple 
more to go.’

The couple, who celebrate their 
20th wedding anniversary this June, 
met while chef Carla was working at 
an Iona hotel and Scottish fisherman 
Jonny cooked her a three-course 
lobster supper. 

Their memoir and recipe book, 
The Ninth Wave: Love and Food on 
the Isle of Mull, published in 2014, 
describes the subsequent ‘love story 

between me and Jonny, and us and 
food,’ said Carla.

Naturally for a chef and fisherman, 
the pair decided to open a restau-
rant on Mull, and together they 
renovated a 200-year-old crofter’s 
bothy.

Carla continued: ‘We live at one 
end and the rest is the restaurant.’ 

The restaurant’s name comes 
from Celtic sea mythology, where 
the ‘land of other-worldly delights’ 
begins at the ninth wave.

John, known as Jonny, catches 
sea- and shellfish aboard his wee 
fishing boat called the Sonsie during 
the day, then at night, ‘like Clark 
Kent’ Carla says, he changes into his 
kilt to wait at tables and tell stories 
front-of-house. 

Carla, meanwhile, is inventing and 
cooking ‘interesting and eclectic 
cuisine’ using what the boat brings 
in, and heritage vegetables, fruit, 
herbs and edible flowers grown in 
their garden and greenhouses on 
their seven-acre croft, and other 
ingredients sourced from nearby 
farms and estates in the Hebrides’ 
‘oustanding larder’. 

Carla said: ‘We try to grow what we 
can on the croft. There are no food 

miles on some of our ingredients.’ 
The seasonal menu champions 

local produce such as Ulva oysters, 
Mull Highland beef, Tobermory 
beer, and Knockvologan lamb, in 
signature dishes such as lobster in 
nettle ravioli, French onion soup 
with sea urchin, and scallops with 
Pernod, garden chard and lobster 
caviar.

Carla also experiments with 
foraged ingredients, such as sea 
lettuce, wild sorrel and thyme to 
devise dishes such as meadowsweet 
ice-cream, black elder sorbet, and 
cocktails blending small-batch gins 
and croft berries, fresh mint and 
bog myrtle.

‘We’re on the edge of the culinary 
universe here,’ Carla added. ‘I try 
really hard to improve and keep on 
top of the game. It’s getting highly 
competitive: rural Scotland has 
really upped its game.’ 

Carla thanked and paid tribute 
to their team, Fiona, Amanda, 
Billie, Fedra and Cameron, who 
had deserved these awards and 
nominations. 

‘Everybody is very proud of these 
awards,’ she said, ‘and everyone 
contributes to it.’

Mull couple in running for food awards Local provenance 
is important 
to Carla and 

Jonny, with Carla 
aiming to produce 

inventive and 
eclectic cuisine. 

Their memoir 
includes recipes 
created by Carla.

Carla Lamont.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

A CARE home worker was fined 
£400 for his bad behaviour on the 
evening train from Glasgow to 
Oban, when he appeared before 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Michael O’Donnell, 46, of Flat 
8, 25 Stevenson Street, Oban, had 
taken the last train from Glasgow 
on September 27 and had fallen 
asleep at the start of the journey 
but woke up near Ardlui.

‘He was walking up and down 

the carriage and was clearly under 
the influence,’ said Eoin McGinty, 
Procurator Fiscal.

A group of teenage girls got on 
the train at Loch Awe and were 
standing by the door, intending to 
disembark at Taynuilt and O’Don-
nell approached them and began 
talking.

‘Another passenger felt his be-
haviour was intimidating the girls 
and asked the accused to sit down,’ 

said Mr McGinty. O’Donnell, who 
admitted behaving in an aggressive 
manner,  then turned his attention 
to this man, who attempted to ignore 
him but O’Donnell kept  shouting 
at him and then O’Donnell sat next 
to him as started to poke him.

‘Other people then intervened 
and the guard also made attempts 
but the accused was shouting and 
swearing.’ said the fiscal.

In O’Donnell’s defence it was said 

said the day marked the anniver-
sary of the death of a close fami-
ly  member and he was returning to 
Oban after visiting family and his 
behaviour was due to the affect  of 
drink.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson fined 
O’Donnell £400 and praised the 
‘public spirited people’ on the train 
who had looked after the teenagers 
and then the man who had inter-
vened on their behalf. 
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Sleep your way to 
better health
Throughout March it’s National Bed 
Month – time for a lie -in before 
learning about the importance of a 
good night’s sleep!

Organised by The Sleep Council, 
the month aims to remind us why a 
sound sleep is good for our health.

Forget the old saying, if ‘You 
snooze, you loose’.  It’s thought that 
a good sleep has amazing proper-
ties that make you healthier and 
happier – and can even add years 
to your life!

At the Sleep Council website, 
you can fi nd out all you need to 
know about the perfect sleep and, 
of course, the right bed should be 
your number one priority.

In 1988, a ground-breaking study 
found that by switching an old bed 
for a lovely new one meant an extra 
42 minutes of sleep. You can put 
your own bed through an MOT at 
the site and fi nd out if changing it 
could mean better rest.

We understand bed buying can 
be a daunting task, but before 
you purchase a new bed it’s worth 
doing your homework. You spend a 
third of your life in bed, so it’s vital 
that you make the right choice.

• Decide your priorities and con-
cerns in advance. For example, is it 
price, storage, access to bedroom, 
getting in and out of bed, overall 
size or shape, a health issue, etc

• If possible, try a selection of beds 
for comparison before you buy.

• Buy for correct support and com-
fort for your weight and build – not 
just fi rmness.

• Lie down in your normal sleep-
ing position and make some turns, 
too. Wear comfortable clothing and 
remove any outdoor gear.

• Try together, if the bed’s for two.
• Don’t forget a bed is a mattress 

and a base working together – 
don’t consider them in isolation.

• Check dimensions as not all bed 
sizes are standardised. Even if they 
have same name (eg king size), they 
may not be the same – especially if 
the mattress and base are not from 
the same manufacturer. 

• Think big – larger beds are more 
comfortable and you’re less likely to 
disturb your partner.

    You get what you pay for – both 
in product and service – so spend 
as much as you can aff ord.

• Look out for the NBF Approved 
label to be reassured that the 
mattress you’re buying is safe, clean 
and honest.

ADVERTORIALFined over 
police
assaults

Cash boost for 
Argyll homes

Hebrides protected 
from boundary plans

A 31-YEAR-OLD man was 
fined a total of £800 for 
assaulting two police officers 
after they stopped him over a 
drug-related search.

Robert Alexander Clark, of 
Taoslin House, Bunessan, Isle 
of Mull, had previously admit-
ted possession of cocaine and 
to repeatedly lashing out with 
his arms and legs, injuring the 
two constables.

When stopped and searched 
on November 17 last year on 
Shore Street, Oban, Clark had 
snatched back his wallet and 
run away; only to fall. When 
police caught up with him he 
struggled.

A report on Clark was pre-
sented to Oban Sheriff Court 
last week.

‘He seems to see himself 
much more as the victim here,’ 
said Sheriff Ruth Anderson.

His defence agent, Edward 
Thornton said Clark’s actions 
that day had been influenced 
by strong painkillers.

Sheriff Anderson admon-
ished Clark for the small 
amount of cocaine found in 
his wallet but fined him £400 
for each of the assaults on the 
police officers.

A £50 MILLION infrastruc-
ture fund will speed up con-
struction of thousands of new 
homes, according to Social 
Justice Secretary Alex Neil.

The flexible grant and loan 
fund will help unlock strategic 
housing sites to local authori-
ties, to increase the numbers 
of new homes to be built,

The fund is part of a package 
of measures to support the 
supply of homes across all ten-
ures. Key to this is the Scottish 
Government’s five-year com-
mitment to delivering at least 
50,000 affordable homes, 70 
per cent for social rent, backed 
by more than £3 billion.

It is understood that around 
five per cent of these homes 
will be built in Argyll. 

A NATIONAL review of West-
minster constituencies is under 
way, but Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
is being protected, writes Sandy 
Neil. 

Rules introduced by the 
UK Government in 2011 will 
decrease the number of constit-
uencies in Scotland from 59 to 
53. Across the UK, the number 
is being reduced from 650 to 
600.

The voters in each constituen-
cy must number between 71,031 
and 78,507: five per cent either 
side of 74,769.2, the UK’s aver-
age electorate per constituency.

The rules require broadly 
equal numbers of voters in each 
constituency, except where 
a constituency is larger than 
12,000 square kilometres. The 
rules also limit the size of a 
constituency to 13,000 square 
kilometres.  

Na h-Eileanan an Iar (the 
Western Isles) is protected in 
the legislation and so is not 

under review. The Boundary 
Commission for Scotland must 
make recommendations on new 
constituency boundaries to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland 
by October 1, 2018, in time for 
the next Westminster elections 
in 2020. Proposals will be pub-
lished for public consultation 
later this year.

Lord Matthews, Deputy 
Chairman of the Boundary 
Commission for Scotland, said: 
‘The rules within which we work 
put great emphasis on equal 
electorates across the UK. 
The review is likely to result 
in significant change for many 
constituencies in Scotland.  

‘Consultation remains a key 
part of the review process and 
we will fully consult on our pro-
posals in due course so people 
across Scotland can feed in 
their views.’

Further information on the 
review can be found at www.
bcomm-scotland.gov.uk

No-show councillors shamed
FOLLOWING complaints 
about the lack of attendance at 
community council meetings by 
paid councillors, it appears only 
one councillor regularly attends 
all the area meetings.

While an Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesman said it was 
down to ‘members discretion’ 
on whether they attended meet-
ings or not. The SNP code of 
conduct requires its councillors 
to attend all community council 
meetings within the ward to 
which they are elected.

In Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Community Council minutes it 
was recently noted that two of 
the elected members rarely turn 
up to meetings – one has not 
been at all in the last two years.

Antoinette Mitchell, commu-
nity council member, said: ‘We 
only ever see Elaine Robertson 

at our meetings in Kilninver and 
Kilmelford.  Duncan McIntyre 
use to come several times a year 
until he became unwell.

‘We have NEVER (sic) seen 
the new guy who was elected 
a couple of years back, Iain 
MacLean is it?  Although I think 
he may go to Seil meetings.

‘Iain MacDonald came twice, 
but we have not seen him for 
about four years.

‘We have discussed lack of 
attendance at meetings.  In fact 
when Roddy McCuish attended 
one of our meetings last year, 
I most definitely brought  it up 
and he, I believe, was going to 
bring it up with the gentlemen 
in question.’

Les Stewart of Connel Com-
munity Council said: ‘Elaine 
Robertson is the best at attend-
ing our meetings. The others 
are virtually non-existent.

‘I haven’t seen Iain MacDon-
ald or Iain MacLean for ages.

‘Kieron Green has attended 

our meetings for the last couple 
of years. He would definitely 
have continued attending had 
he been elected. 

‘We are very happy with what 
Elaine does on our behalf. I 
have said previously that having 
two, three or more attend is 
a waste of their time and can 
cause confusion at our end. 
It would be better to have a 
dedicated councillor but that 
wouldn’t work for everybody.’

Kieron Green, secretary of 
Oban Community Council, 
said: ‘In my capacity as sec-
retary of Oban Community 
Council, and with regards to 
Oban Community Council, we 
have a good attendance record 
by councillors. 

‘Neil MacIntyre, Roddy 
McCuish, Iain MacLean and 
Elaine Robertson attend prac-
tically every meeting, and Iain 
Angus MacDonald is also fre-
quently there. Mary Jean Devon 
has been present on a number of 

occasions, which we appreciate 
given that she is based on Mull. 

‘However, on a personal note, 
having been around many com-
munity councils in Oban and 
Lorn, this is not the norm. 

‘Most often there is only one 
Argyll and Bute councillor pres-
ent, usually Elaine Robertson. 

‘Either Iain MacLean or Iain 
MacDonald is usually at Ard-
chattan, and Iain MacLean has 
made appearances on occasion 
elsewhere, Seil and Luing, I 
seem to recall. 

‘Elaine Robertson is the only 
councillor I’ve ever seen at Lis-
more, Dunbeg, Appin, Taynuilt, 
Glenorchy and Innishail, Kil-
more, Kilninver and Kilmelford 
and Avich and Kilchrenan.’

John Kerr, of Glenorchy and 
Innishail Community Council 
said: ‘Elaine regularly attends 
our meeting as did Kieron, 
though perhaps not in the future. 
Both Iain Angus MacDonald 
and Iain MacLean have come to 

meetings, particularly if there 
was a major strategic issue, such 
as boundary changes. 

’Yes, we would like to see 
more elected members at our 
meetings but in an area that 
takes at least an hour to drive 
across in any direction and 
hosts 13 community council 
meetings every eight weeks, the 
maths indicates that at least one 
community council meeting 
every week is a lot to ask.

‘Julie McKenzie has already 
been in touch to find out about 
the main issues, so we can’t ask 
for much more than that.’

When contacted by The Oban 
Times, Iain MacLean said he and 
Iain MacDonald had divided 
the community councils in their 
ward between them so that they 
could attend more meetings. 
Iain MacDonald declined to 
comment. Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area chairman, councillor 
Mr McCuish, was unavailable 
for comment. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Fairtrade feast at Dunbeg

DUNBEG Primary School 
showed that every meal can be 
fair, if shoppers put in a little bit 
of effort.

Beans, fruit, cornflakes, rolls 

and juice were all on the menu 
on Tuesday morning as every 
pupil celebrated Fairtrade 
Fortnight.

The school’s Fairtrade Com-

mittee was delighted with the 
event and said it hoped that 
next year there would be even 
more choice for children. 
17_t11fairtradebreakfast1
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Oban volunteers are ray 
of hope for lonely OAPs
OBAN groups are helping 
tackle loneliness among isolated 
elderly people in the area, which 
research has linked to poor 
physical and mental health.

The Scottish Government 
pledged a £548,000 funding 
boost last month to projects 
trying to reduce loneliness and 
isolation among vulnerable 
young and older people.

According the government 
studies, 10 per cent of older 
people are often or always 
lonely. Feelings of loneliness are 
linked to poor health such as 
depression, high blood pressure, 
a weakened immune system, and 
an increased risk of developing 
dementia.

Launching the Social Iso-
lation and Loneliness Fund, 
social justice secretary Alex 
Neil said: ‘We know there is 
a link between loneliness and 
poor physical and mental health, 
and impacts on everyday life. 
Loneliness and isolation is 
widespread, across all levels and 
ages of society, and there are 
no easy answers. However, it is 
clear there is much positive work 
going on.’

In one local example, Oban’s 
Guide Hall has hosted a ‘Grey 
Matter’ soup group at noon 
every Wednesday for the last 
three years, where the older 
generation pay £3 for soup, 
sandwiches and cake, with free 
lifts and accordion tunes.

Organiser Maggie Dougall, 
Community Resilience Worker 

for Argyll and Bute TSI, told 
us: ‘As people get older, they’re 
able to get out less and less. This 
is a simple idea, but it works re-
ally well. It’s getting bigger and 
bigger. We always have 30 to 35 
people. Each £3 goes into a pot 
and we take the club out once a 
year. Volunteers run the whole 
thing.’ 

Volunteers include the cooks 
and two 17-year-olds from Oban 
High School, Erin MacGregor 
and Natalia Chmielka, who help 
serve. 

One appreciative guest Mary 
MacFadyen, 90, told us: ‘I 
wouldn’t miss the lunch for the 
world. If I was stuck at home I 
wouldn’t see anybody, not even 
my neighbours. I live in a house 
all alone. It gets me down be-
cause I like people.’

Eighty-year-old Margaret 
MacKay agreed: ‘You’re glad to 
get out and speak to somebody. 
It’s terrific: you’re well looked 
after, and well fed. You enjoy the 
company - it’s good craic.’ 

Last week the group were 
treated to extra entertainment. 
In December Oban High School 
teacher Aisling Clark challenged 
Scottish Studies student Ross 
Christie to learn Robert Burns’ 
epic 228-line poem Tam o’ Shant-
er by Burns Night (January 25), 
and if he did, she would donate 
£50 to the charity of his choice.

Ross, 17, succeeded and chose 
the soup group. 

As a bonus, he performed his 
poem to loud applause before 
presenting the cash to its oldest 
attendant, 103-year-old Betty 
Paxton.

Every Sunday afternoon, 
Oban’s Phoenix cinema hosts its 
Silver Screenings Club, where 
people over 60 and their carers 
can come to see a film for £2.50 
with free tea and cake. Its crea-
tor Suzanne Hill explained: ‘My 
grandmother has Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

‘It’s very early on, and she was 
told to get out more. I worked 
in the cinema and I thought it 
would be nice to get her here, 
and the idea developed from 
there. We got a lot of interest 
and decided to continue.’ 

The club currently attracts 
audiences of 70 to 80 people. 

‘It helps my granny get out and 
have a bit more independence,’ 
Suzanne told us. ‘She enjoys it 
and is looking forward to the 
next week.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

A £25 MILLION fund will 
provide an estimated 500 new 
aff ordable homes in rural areas 
across Scotland. 

The Rural Housing Fund will 
increase supply of long-term 
aff ordable housing over the 
next three years, by assisting 
the building of new homes 
and refurbishment of existing 
buildings in rural areas. 

The homes will contribute 
to the Scottish Government’s 
commitment to build 50,000 
new homes across Scotland 
over the next fi ve years, 
backed by £3 billion. 

The fund is open to a wide 
range of applicants, including 
long-established aff ordable 
housing providers, and also 
community-led organisations 
and private landowners, 
enabling them to take a more 
active role in meeting the 
housing needs of their com-
munity. 

A HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
has expressed his disappoint-
ment after the First Minister 
announced that she plans to 
keep the Council Tax if she is 
re-elected.

John Finnie MSP urged Nicola 
Sturgeon not to give up on the 
SNP’s opposition to the tax and 
to support the Scottish Green 
Party’s proposal of a Land Value 
Tax.

NEW fi gures show 304 social 
sector homes have been built 
in the Western Isles since 2007.

Alasdair Allan, SNP MSP for 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar, welcomed 
the news, arguing that the SNP 
Government had delivered 
twice as many social homes 
than the previous administra-
tion’s 147 over the same period. 

Mr Allan said: ‘In the Western 
Isles housing is a key issue with 
a lack of aff ordable housing, 
ageing stock and houses poorly 
equipped to retain heat. 

‘There is a real demand for af-
fordable housing in the islands, 
and I want to see more to keep 
addressing this pressing local 
need.’

Cash boost for 
aff ordable homes 
in rural areas

MSP urges SNP to 
ditch Council Tax

Western Isles 
housing fi gures

Oban branch of dementia charity 
appeals for local volunteers

POLICE
FILES
with Sergeant 
Alan Moore

POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses after a child’s scooter 
was stolen from a front 
garden on McKelvie Road, 
Oban, between 6am on 
Saturday March 5 and 6am 
on Sunday March 6. 

Anyone with any 
information is asked to call 
101.

Alleged assault at 
Indian restaurant
A 42-YEAR-OLD man has 
been arrested following 
an alleged assault on two 
members of staff  at Oban’s 
Taj Mahal Indian restaurant 
on George Street, at 1.50am 
on Thursday March 3. 

He was later released, and 
reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal.

Driver charged 
with possession

Disorderly 
allegation

A DRIVER was stopped and 
detained by police under 
the Misuse of Drugs Act on 
Tuesday March 1, at 7.50pm in 
Oban’s Dunollie area. He was 
subsequently charged with 
possession and intent to supply 
a controlled drug. 

The 36-year-old man was 
released on an undertaking to 
attend Oban Sheriff  Court.

A MAN was arrested for aggres-
sive and disorderly conduct on 
Oban’s George Street at 2am on 
Sunday March 6. 

The 27-year-old was taken to 
the police offi  ce  and released 
when sober.

Appeal to fi nd 
stolen scooter 

NEARLY 2,000 people in 
Argyll and Bute are estimat-
ed to have dementia, with 
Alzheimer’s disease being the 
most common cause. 

But a diagnosis of dementia 
– especially one made early in 
the development of the disease 
– doesn’t mean people can’t 
live well.

Oban dementia advisor Sue 
Pagan said: ‘People really can 
live well with dementia.  The 
evidence is now overwhelming 
that if you have dementia, 
keeping up your hobbies, your 
friends, your work, all your 
recreational activities, eating 
well and exercising all add up 
to living a full life, and being 
and feeling a valued and useful 
member of the community.  

Ms Pagan said: ‘At Alzheimer 
Scotland, we are working hard 

to increase people’s awareness 
and understanding about 
dementia. That means chal-
lenging organisations, clubs, 
businesses and work-places to 
fight the stigma that so often 
surrounds this disease and 
helping people realise  that 
we can all make small changes 
that will make a big difference 
to individuals with dementia.’

Ms Pagan added:  ‘But we 
also recognise that there is a 
need for peer support and ac-
tivity groups that specifically 
allow for memory problems. 
As we increase the number 
of groups and activities we 
offer, I’m really keen to hear 
from anyone with skills, or an 
interest in art, photography, 
scrabble, dominoes, cards, and 
board-games, the outdoors, 
reading, music, or who simply 

enjoys socialising with differ-
ent people.’ 

At any stage of dementia it 
can be hard for a person to 
stay confident about doing 
things they used to do with 
ease. Faced with a lack of 
understanding, people with 
dementia frequently stop going 
to activities they still enjoy and 
could still manage. Their world 
shrinks and their confidence 
disappears, resulting in a 
downward spiral. 

The Dementia Resource 
Centre also needs volunteers 
to help with admin tasks, such 
as helping collate their month-
ly newsletter, keeping resourc-
es up to date or fundraising on 
an occasional basis, or to help 
with events such as the Mem-
ory Walk and the big secret 
event planned for September. 

Ms Pagan said: ‘Any adult over 
16 can volunteer and you don’t 
have to know about dementia 
as Alzheimer Scotland pro-
vides comprehensive induction 
and training with regular 
support meetings – so that our 
volunteers feel appreciated 
and able to carry out their role. 
I’d love to hear from anyone 
who is enthusiastic, patient and 
interested in people.’

Recent changes in benefits 
rules mean unemployed 
people can volunteer without 
affecting benefits; and many 
local employers look favour-
ably on those who have done 
volunteer work.

Ms Pagan can be contacted 
at the Dementia Resource 
Centre, 12 High Street, Oban 
or for more information, call 
01631 570614.

Busy 10 days for Oban Mountain Rescue team 
AFTER a relatively quiet 
winter, Oban Mountain Res-
cue Team members respond-
ed to five call-outs in the last 
10 days. 

Bad weather and poor vis-
ibility have seen a steep rise 
in the number of people being 
injured or disorientated on 
the mountain.

It started last week when a 
man sustained a knee injury 
on Stob Ghabhar near Bridge 
of Orchy on Sunday March 
6. Oban police, mountain 
rescue teams, and a Search 
and Rescue helicopter even-
tually located the man near 
the summit at 9.40pm, four 
hours after the call was raised 
at 5.25pm. He sustained no 
injuries and was walked off 
the hill.

The team also responded to 
a request to help Lochaber 
team search for the missing 
couple on Ben Nevis. 

This was closely followed by 
a call-out on March 1 to find 
and assist a missing walker on 
Ben Achallader who fell down 
a steep slope and became sep-
arated from his companion. 

CALMAC has submitted its final bid in 
the process to select the operator of the 
next Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services 
(CHFS) contract.

Managing director Martin Dorchester 
says he is confident it will make CalMac 
a clear winner when a decision is made in 
a few months’ time. 

CalMac is the current operator of the 
routes under a contract with Scottish 
Ministers. That contract expires in Sep-
tember and the Scottish Government’s 
transport agency, Transport Scotland, 
has been running a competitive process 
to select a provider of the services from 
October 1 2016, for a period of up to 
eight years.  

CalMac is up against Serco for the £1 
billion contract, with ministers expected 
to decide between the two bids before 
the end of May. 

Martin Dorchester, managing director 
of CalMac Ferries Ltd, said: ‘I believe 
the bid we submitted last week is an 
outstanding piece of work and makes a 
compelling case for CalMac to win this 
hugely important contract. 

‘I’m confident we will be the clear 
winner when a decision is reached in 

May and, if so, I’m determined that we’ll 
deliver our best service levels yet. 

‘We’re very proud of CalMac’s rich 
heritage, but I’m even prouder of the 
internationally-recognised, customer-fo-
cused, ambitious, multi-award winning 
company we’ve become. 

‘Across the network, our staff and 
crews work tirelessly to provide an 
efficient, reliable, and modern service 
to the individuals and communities who 
depend upon us every day.   

‘CalMac will always put the lifeline 
ferry services and the needs of the 
remote communities we serve above any 
commercial concerns. Operating on the 
West Coast is our principal reason to 
exist. 

‘Nobody knows these routes better than 
us and providing 130,000 sailings a year 
in some of the most challenging waters in 
Europe is impressive by any standards. 

‘I believe that our vast knowledge 
and experience of these routes makes 
CalMac the best qualified and the only 
credible operator of them now and in the 
future.’

CalMac delivers ‘outstanding 

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

The weather was very poor 
and the helicopter had to stand 
by at the bottom of the hill 
whilst the team searched for, 

and found, the casualty at the 
top of the hill. He was brought 
down with the help of Arrochar 
and Strathclyde Police teams, 

then flown to Inverness where 
he was discharged the following 
morning with minor injuries. 

Finally, the team responded to 

two call-outs over the weekend of 
March 5 and 6. 

The team was quickly stood 
down after the first call-out as 
the casualty’s companions were 
able to help him off the hill. The 
second involved a hill walker and 
his dog who had become strand-
ed on Beinn a’ Chreachain in bad 
weather. 

The team had been undergoing 
joint training with the Strath-
clyde Police team nearby that 
day and had just returned home 
when the call came. 

They put their wet gear back on 
and returned to the hills where 
they quickly located the walker 
and his dog, and were able to 
escort him off the hill.

Team leader Andy Ravenhill 
said: ‘ We have not had the best 
of weather on the hills this past 
few weeks and it is all credit to 
the team for putting up with 
some difficult conditions during 
these rescues.’

Oban Mountain Rescue Team, 
left, returning with a casualty 
from Ben a Chreacain. 

Managing director of CalMac, Martin 
Dorchester hails outstanding bid 

presented to the government.

The National 
Confi dential 
Forum
wants to hear from you. 
It is for any adult who 
spent any time as a child 
in institutional care in 
Scotland. Sharing your 
experience of care can 
make a positive difference 
- to you and to children 
now and in the future.

To fi nd out more, call free on 

0800 121 4773 or go to 

www.nationalconfi dentialforum.org.uk

Did you 
stay in a 
school 
hostel as 
a child?



Thursday 10 March, 2016 – www.obantimes.co.uk 5NEWS

Community council up in arms 
over train improvement dates
OBAN Community Council 
has criticised Network Rail’s 
‘unacceptable’ lack of planned 
improvements to the West High-
land and Oban railway lines 
until 2029.

Network Rail, the authority 
responsible for the UK’s railway 
track, signalling, bridges and 
tunnels, launched a public 
consultation in December, 
seeking views on its long-term 
plan to evolve Scotland’s railway 
between 2019 and 2043.

Its Scotland Route Study Draft 
for Consultation, which closes 
today (Thursday), aims ‘to iden-
tify value-for-money choices for 
railway funders to improve con-
nectivity, capacity and resilience 
on the existing network’.

The study anticipates Scot-
land’s strong growth in rail usage 
to continue, with Edinburgh 
commuter traffic increasing by 
114 per cent by 2043, Glasgow 
by 108 per cent and Aberdeen by 
151 per cent.

Network Rail also forecast de-
mand on its ‘rural market’ West 
Highland/Oban Lines, which 
run from Glasgow to Oban, Fort 

LOUISE GLEN and 
SANDY NEIL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

A WOMAN who claimed she only 
drove while drunk to escape from 
a would-be assailant and raise the 
alarm was disqualified from driv-
ing for 18 months at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
heard from Kathleen Veronica 
McColl, aged 45, of Kirkvale 
Court, Newton Mearns, who had 
previously pled guilty to drink 
driving at Colgin Chalets, near 
Oban, on August 30 last year. 
McColl was putting forward spe-
cial reasons why she should not be 
banned from driving.  

She said that during the course 
of the evening at the bar at the 
chalets she and her sister had 
been threatened with sexual 
assault by another customer. 

‘I am unable to find the evidence 
credible or reliable,’ said Sheriff 
Anderson, adding that McColl 
and her sister, who was with her, 
had both been very drunk.

McColl’s breath test showed a 
reading of 95 micrograms per 100 
millilitres of breath; the legal limit 
is 22. 

Her car was found off the road, a 
short distance from the chalet the 
sisters had rented for the night. 
Procurator Eoin McGinty  said: 
‘The accused had not taken a sin-
gle step to raise the alarm through 
other people.’  

When police arrived at the scene 
McColl had lied to them and said 
she had not been driving and had 
never at any stage during her sub-
sequent arrest and time in Oban 

Police Station raised the issue of 
assault, he added.

Vincent Lunny, Junior Counsel 
for McColl, said that she ‘had no 
intention of driving that night’ but 
had only done so at the end of the 
night after she was ‘manhandled’. 

On returning home she had vis-
ited her doctor who recorded the 
bruises McColl had sustained that 
night. A recording of her sister’s 
999 call for help was played to the 
court.

He added: ‘ Mrs McColl did tell 
the police she was harassed but 
that it was not taken seriously.’

He added that her evidence 
was corroborated by her sister’s 
evidence.

Sheriff Anderson also fined 
McColl £450.

SHERIFF Ruth Anderson QC warned a man 
that she was considering sending him to 
prison for his ‘absolutely disgusting behav-
iour’ as she called for reports to be prepared 
on him at Oban Sheriff  Court last week.

Scott Cooper, 38, of Creel Cottage, 64 
Ellenabeich, Seil, admitted threatening and 
abusive behaviour at The Old Inn, Easdale, 
on September 13 last year; the building 
adjoined the property where he was living 
with his partner and was home to her par-
ents.

‘His girlfriend’s mother could hear the 
accused shouting and swearing and went 
to see if she could calm him down,’ said 
Eoin McGinty, Procurator Fiscal. ‘When she 
approached him he shouted abuse at her 
and spat.’

Her husband told Cooper to leave. Coop-
er’s defence agent said there had been 
previous arguments and Cooper and the 
woman did not get on well.

Sheriff  Anderson deferred sentence until 
the reports have been prepared but she 
warned Cooper: ‘I am looking at all options, 
one of which is custodial.’

A 22-YEAR-OLD man from Crianlarich lost 
his licence for two years and was fi ned £500 
for drink driving when he appeared at Oban 
Sheriff  Court last week.

Sheriff  Ruth Anderson QC commended 
Alexander Hobson of Strathview, Crianlarich, 
for pleading guilty at the fi rst available oppor-
tunity, but she was less kind when she heard 
he had refused a lift home and had taken his 
car keys from friends.

‘Your stupidity defi es all comprehension,’ 
said the sheriff .

Defence agent Edward Thornton said the 
situation had arisen when an argument 
occurred in the pub where Hobson was drink-
ing and he was asked to leave; police were 
informed when he drove off .

The incident occurred on February 13 
when he was stopped by police on the A85 
at Loch Awe; his breath test reading was 87 
micrograms per 100 millilitres of breath; the 
limit is 22.

SHERIFF Ruth Anderson QC 
likened the police speed trap 
at Arrivain on the A85 to a cot-
tage industry when yet another 
speeder appeared before her at 
Oban last week.

Many motorists have fallen foul 
of the straight stretch of main 
road shortly after Tyndrum, 
heading west towards Oban.

‘I think they [police] must 
spend a whole shift there,’ said 

the Sheriff who wondered, 
‘there must be some way where 
one or two warning signs can be 
put up.’ And she added: ‘There 
are such things as fixed penalty 
tickets.’ The latest recipient of 
an Arrivain speeding fine was 
licensee Neil John MacInnes, 
45,  of 12 Ganavan Sands, Oban, 
who was clocked by the police at 
105mph in the 60mph zone. He 
was fined £250.

Drink driver banned 
after claiming she was 

Seil man facing jail

Crianlarich driver banned

Removal man loses licence

Arrivain speed trap serves 
up another court customer

BOWMORE Primary 
School has made some no-
table improvements since its 
last government inspection 
but still needs to improve 
in some areas of the curric-
ulum, a report has said this 
week.

The HMI Inspectors said 
they were ‘not yet satisfied 
with the quality of provision’. 

As a result, HMI’s  Area 
Lead Officer will work with 
Argyll and Bute Council to 
build capacity for improve-
ment, and will maintain 
contact to monitor progress. 

A spokeswoman said: ‘We 
will return to carry out 
another further inspection 
within one year. 

‘We will then issue another 
letter to parents on the ex-
tent to which the school has 
improved.’

THE plight of the Pales-
tinians was discussed at a 
recent meeting of the group 
Oban Concern for Palestine 
(OCFP), with speaker Ron 
Ganzfried travelling  from 
Switzerland to attend.

The grandfather of three, 
who works for a telecom-
munication company in his 
home country, said: ‘Last 
November I was here visiting 
a friend and she asked wheth-
er this would be an idea – I’m 
an activist on the Palestinian 
issue, so I said yes, why not?’

Margaret Powell-Joss, 
member of Oban Concern 
for Palestine, said: ‘Ron and 
I have been friends for ages 
and I have family who are in-
terested in this. I have a deep 
concern for human rights.’

She continued: ‘This or-
ganisation was established 
in 2005 and I joined in 2008. 
We have two to four events a 
year.’

The group meet at the 
Rockfield Centre. For more 
information, contact oban-
concern4palestine@gmail.
com.

Bowmore
improving

Concern for 
Palestinians

‘PROGRESS’ is being made in health 
care provided on Mull, Iona and Ulva, 
NHS Highland and the Scottish Ambu-
lance Service said at meetings held on 
Monday in three separate locations on 
the island, writes Louise Glen.

But community members who met ser-
vice bosses disagree with that assessment 
saying that next-to-nothing has changed 
over the last 18 months.

A review of health care on the island 
is ongoing and to date no permanent 
GPs have been found for the island-wide 
service.

Community concerns have consistently 
been raised through a review group and 
the island’s community council about the 
health bodies’ lack of speed in resolving 
the problems. 

A proposal put forward by islanders and 
backed in a poll by almost 80 per cent of 
islanders will not be taken forward by the 
health board.

Local councillors and community coun-
cillors have consistently argued for an 
on-island solution to a lack of provision. 
This would include a round-the-clock 
provision and the availability of two 
ambulances for Mull, which is the second 
largest island in the UK. 

It is understood the main concerns 
raised by the community are that there is 
only one paramedic for the entire island 

and the diminished out-of-hours service 
does not serve the community adequately. 

Previously, Billy McClymont, chairman 
of the island’s community council, had 
claimed that the service is run on the 
number of people rather than taking 
into account the size and geography of 
the islands. He has said that on current 
resources the job ‘is an impossible task’.

Over the last three years a number of 
GPs have retired and two sets of doctors 
from both the north and south of the is-
land gave up their posts. GPs in the Salen 
Surgery have remained in post and have 
been offering support to the wider island.

Locums were put in place almost a 
year ago to ‘ensure continuity of service’, 
and the four vacant posts on the island 
have been advertised. Locums are also 
providing an out-of-hours service on the 
islands.

An island-wide GP practice has been 
established by the health board.

Reports from the Monday evening 
meeting say there were raised voices as 
many felt the health bosses were still not 
listening to the community.

A Scottish Ambulance Service spokes-
man said: ‘There is now a second para-
medic in the team on Mull as a member 
of the staff has successfully completed 
his paramedic training. 

‘This creates 24/7 paramedic cover on 

Mull in line with the commitment made 
to the community. In addition, we have 
established Community First Responder 
groups and provision for two 24/7 landing 
sites for air ambulance helicopters, which 
support local ambulance teams whenever 
required.

‘As part of the Mull and Iona Health 
Care Review Group, we are committed to 
creating, in partnership with other health 
and social care services, an appropriate, 
sustainable and integrated model of care 
that meets the needs of the community. 

‘A thorough and robust options apprais-
al was undertaken by the group and we 
have engaged extensively with the com-
munity throughout that process. 

‘Along with other NHS colleagues from 
the Health Care Review Group, we met 
with communities in Mull on March 7 to 
continue to engage and explain propos-
als, which are based on detailed analysis 
of demand patterns, volumes and the po-
tential impact of skills atrophy. Further 
meetings are planned in April.’

An NHS Highland spokesman said: 
‘Along with our colleagues from the 
Scottish Ambulance Service and NHS24, 
we met with members of the public on 
Monday evening to discuss proposals and 
listen to any concerns.  

‘We will meeting with the public again 
next month to discuss matters further.’

Health care on Mull critical

Do you think the  train  line 
between Oban and Glasgow 
is as good as it should be?

Carolyn Seggie, Oban
‘I think the track is fi ne. They 
have made many improvements 
with netting and preventing 
landslides.  But I travel on it reg-
ularly and the heating has been 
a big problem. I was told by staff  
that there is going to be wifi  on 
the trains and a decent heating 
system.’

Lorne Farquharson, Oban
‘I use the train a lot and there has 
been a few delays, so it would 
be good to get improvements. 
Something needs to be done 
now. It’s a bit of a joke. They 
need to get it sorted.’

Chris Malpass, Mull
‘They need to upgrade the 
track fundamentally, otherwise 
it can’t fulfi l its potential. The 
railway should be a lifeline. 
They’ve improved it recently 

by increasing the frequency, 
but they could do more. It’s not 
going to be economical on the 
branch lines, so they need to be 
subsidised.’

Kerry Dale, Oban
‘It’s fi ne. There wasn’t any disrup-
tion when I used it once a week.’

Eilidh Cook, Coll
‘Pretty much every time I use 
it each year it’s been cancelled 
because of rain.’

Natasha Gibb, Oban
‘I go to Glasgow three times a 
month, and I fi nd it perfectly 
fi ne – especially since they cut 
down the trees and you can see 
the scenery.’

Willie, Oban
‘I think they’re quite good, with 
three going in and out every 
day. I used it quite often and 
never had any delays. I found 
them more comfortable than 
the bus.’

Have your say...

William and Mallaig, to increase 
by 52 per cent between 2012 and 
2023/24, and by 84 per cent be-

tween 2012 and 2043. However, 
no improvements to the line 
are included on its list of ‘choices 

for funders’ during 2019-2029. 
Oban Community Council 

responded: ‘Your consultation 

has no proposals whatsoever for 
any improvements to the track or 
signalling on the West Highland 

Lines. This is unacceptable.’ The 
council’s letter, signed by chair 
Marri Malloy, secretary Kieron 
Green, and Duncan Martin, from 
its transport sub-committee, 
explained: ‘The rapid increase in 
passenger numbers on services 
to Oban demonstrates that the 
Oban line is not a seasonal tour-
ist route which can be maintained 
on a minimum-cost regime of 
care and maintenance, but a 
year-round service integral to the 
growth of Oban and the Isles.

‘Social media has regular 
complaints, not just about the 
trains (which we know will be 
replaced), but also about the 
schedule. Therefore retaining 
the status quo through to 2029 
and beyond is not an option.’

A Network Rail spokesman re-
sponded: ‘The route study doc-
ument is principally designed to 
identify choices on lines where 
future passenger growth has the 
potential to overtake the capaci-
ty of the train service. 

‘The West Highland lines 
are currently benefitting from 
a £24million renewal of the 
signalling systems on the route 
and we also invest millions each 
year on track renewal and civil 
engineering works on the Oban 
and Mallaig lines.’

IF A removal van driver had waited another 
15-20 minutes longer before starting work, 
he would not have lost his licence and his job,  
Oban Sheriff  Court heard last week.

David McMonagle, 38, of Flat 3-3, 77 Keal 
Avenue, Blairdardie, Glasgow, admitted 
drink-driving in Oban on December 12 last 
year. His breath-test reading was 28 micro-
grammes in 100 mililitres of breath; the legal 
limit is 22.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty said that 
McMonagle was driving a removal van on the 

A816 when stopped and the off ence discov-
ered at 8.50am.

His defence agent, Edward Thornton, said 
McMonagle had arrived in Oban the night 
before and been out for a drink.

‘He had three pints and he made a point 
of waiting an extra hour the next morning 
before setting off . If he had waited another 15 
minutes he would have been fi ne.’

Drink-driving carries a mandatory disquali-
fi cation and McMonagle lost his licence for a 
year and as a result, he will also lose his job.

Along with the driving ban Sheriff  Anderson 
admonished him for the off ence.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Still much to be done to preserve 
ancient sites for future study
THERE was a letter published in The Oban Times in 
October 1968 entitled ‘The Highlands’ which was un-
usual for its directness or rather that the editor at the 
time chose to use it. 

The author, who identified himself as a research 
geologist at the University of Liverpool, began: ‘A 
fungus is spreading across the Highlands and its recent 
acceleration is causing despair among the inhabitants’. 

The ‘fungus’ was Sitka spruce plantations which the 
Forestry Commission was hurriedly planting to supply 
the new Corpach pulp and paper mill near Fort William. 

After describing the beauty and the history of the 
landscape, Martin Litherland, who two years later was 
awarded a PhD by Liverpool University on the stratigra-
phy and structure of the Dalradian rocks around Loch 
Creran resolving a major stratigraphic puzzle, went on 
to write: ‘The majestic glens of Creran and Etive are 
under the plough. Glen Salach, Glen Dubh and Glen 
Duror are planted and now Glen Salachan is next to go. 

‘The beautiful Appin hills resemble crossword puz-
zles. The very majesty of the peaks are mocked by the 
plough marks, fencing, mathematical planting and the 
white scars of forestry roads. A country that has for 
generations conditioned and inspired the Highlander is 
ruthlessly desecrated. 

‘With the sheep and cattle goes the historic beauty and 
in place of the running burn is heard the mechanical 
saw.’ 

He concluded: ‘In 20 years time, when the glens are 
gone and the visitor in search of space by-passes Argyll; 
when the Highlander has to walk in clammy pine forests 
to go fishing and sees Cruachan and Starav as islands 
jutting out from a green carpet, then the fungus will 
be established, and the Highlander will wonder why he 
did not fight harder for the preservation of the land for 
which his forefathers willingly gave their lives.’

Although Mr Litherland, who became famous for a 
paper suggesting that the earliest animal was Scottish, 
conceded that the economic wealth, employment and 
security benefits brought to the Highlands by forestry 
could not be ignored, he had a point. 

The Corpach pulp mill, which was seen at the time as 
the answer to the maiden’s prayer, certainly provided 
employment in Lochaber but hardly justified the 
over-enthusiastic planting of hundreds of thousands of 
acres to the detriment of the landscape and its cultural 
heritage.

Many of these woods are now being cut down and 
removed to reveal interesting topographical and ge-
ological features, important archaeological sites and 
hundreds of pre-Clearance settlements which have lain 
hidden for years. 

Nowadays timber growers are more caring; woods, or 
coops as they are called, are carefully examined prior to 
felling and extraction. Signs of human activity are plot-
ted on maps and taped-off to prevent further damage by 
forwarders and harvesters. 

Morvern is covered with these early sites especially in 
the once fertile Fiunary Forest. 

One of the best is Aoineadh Mor, south-west of 
Loch Arienas, where there was a village of 20 houses, 
a tobacconist’s shop, a horizontal water-mill, several 
corn-drying kilns and enclosures occupied in 1779 by 45 
inhabitants, all Camerons. 

It was all but cleared in 1828, abandoned shortly after 
1841 and planted by the Forestry Commission in 1930 
by some of the St Kildans when they arrived in the area 
following the evacuation of their famous island home 
that year. 

The importance of Aoindeadh More [pronounced 
Inniemore] was not only the wonderful condition of the 
buildings which soon disappeared under a protective 
canopy of Sitka spruce, but the existence of an eye 
witness account of the 1828 eviction - one of the few 
first-hand records of a West Highland Clearance.

Initially the Forestry Commission was reluctant to 
preserve Aoineadh Mor but thanks to a concentrated 
local campaign helped by a report on the front page of 
The London Times and support from The Oban Times, the 
commissioners relented and the site was saved.

Today there is a visitor car park, interpretive panels 
and paths which have brought Forest Enterprise some 
well-deserved PR.

There is still much to be done throughout Argyll if 
more of these old sites are to be preserved for future 
study. 

Near Pennymore, a mile north of Furnace on the 
shore of Loch Fyne, there is a ruined settlement called 
Auchentiobairt with a neglected graveyard engulfed by 
private forestry. Here a large tree has fallen on top of a 
mausoleum commemorating the land-owning Clerks of 
Braleckan who succeeded the MacIver Campbells. 

The Clerks were an ancient local family confirmed by 
a family tree compiled by Niall, 10th Duke of Argyll, 
listing 10 generations between 1514 and 1754. The 
Clerks had their own coat of arms and were held in such 
high esteem that one of them,  as part of the retinue of 
200 people from Scotland, accompanied the 3rd Earl 
of Argyll to the wedding of King James 5th of Scotland 
to the daughter of the King of France at Notre Dame 
in 1536.

Argyll has not so many field monuments, some dating 
back to distant antiquity, that they should be disregard-
ed for their remoteness and because the families who 
were associated with them, have gone.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The remains of Aoineadh Mor village, Morvern.

THE OBAN branch of the Yorkshire Building Society 
is joining others around the country to ‘get behind the 
daffodil’ this March, by encouraging people to give a 
donation and wear a daffodil pin in support of cancer 
charity Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal. 

Every £20 raised during the society’s Hour of Need 
campaign will help fund one hour of Marie Curie Nurs-
ing care. 

Thanks to the support of the community, the branch 
on George Street, has raised £366 since the start of the 
campaign in 2014, which equates to more than 18 hours 
of care.

Sally Jackson, manager of the society’s Oban branch, 
said support had been ‘overwhelming’. ‘But we know we 
can do more. By supporting our Hour of Need campaign 
and this year’s Great Daffodil Appeal you will be helping 
to provide nursing care for people with a terminal illness 
in their hour of need,’ she said.

To sign up for a Great Daffodil Appeal fundraising 
pack visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil or to donate 
£5 text *DAFF to 70111 or call 0800 716 146 and donate 
over the phone.

KILBRANDON SWI held its February meeting in 
Seil Hall, where members brought along their favourite 
starters for everyone to sample and swapped recipes and 
cooking techniques. 

Kilbrandon SWI welcomes new members. Anyone 
wishing to join should go along to Seil Hall for 7.30pm on 
the first Tuesday of every month.

ELECTRICITY bills for Coll’s new 4G mobile mast 
came in double the amount expected.

At its AGM at An Cridhe last Tuesday, Development 
Coll members said they hoped telecom giants O2 and EE 
would share the cost by using the aerial as well. 

‘Because no-one has put up a mast like this before, they 
didn’t know what the costs would be, so they guessed,’ 
chairwoman Lavinia Maclean-Bristol explained. 

She praised how much the mast, which went live in May 
2015, had transformed business efficiency. 

‘It’s cutting edge technology and we are the only remote 
community with a 4G mobile mast,’ she said. ‘The Scot-
tish Government had 40 sites and they chose Coll, which 
is very lucky. It’s revolutionised the efficiency of small 
businesses.’

AS PART of Scotland’s Festival of Architecture 2016, An 
Cridhe on Coll will host a touring pavilion called Eolas 
for a week from March 12. 

The art installation, designed by Paul Pointon, a fifth 
year student at the Glasgow School of Architecture, ‘aims 
to create a dialogue with a community’. 

Inside will be interactive games and architectural 
publications to read or take away, plus space to display 
information about any activities taking place in different 
communities during the festival.

A WHIST drive was held in Taynuilt 
Village Hall on February 19 with the 
funds raised, £122, donated to Taynuilt 
Parent Teacher Association.

Card master was Kenny Gardiner and 
there were seven tables.

Ladies: 1 Kirsty Lawrie; 2 Mhairi Neil-
son; 3 Helen McNeill; 4 Isabelle Goldie; 
consolation prize: Joe Corns, travelling 
prize: Morag Robertson. Gents: 1 Stella 
Huntingford; 2 Gary Goldie; 3 Brenda 
McLean; 4 Ewan McDougall; consola-
tion prize: Matthew Corns; travelling 
prize: John McDougall. 

The next whist will take place on Fri-
day March 18 to support a North Connel 
Guide who is going to Mexico.

TAYNUILT SWI president Jessie 
Servant welcomed all 16 members to 
the meeting in Taynuilt Village Hall on 
Wednesday February 10. 

Guests for the evening were The 
Sequence Choir. Alice Campbell pro-
posed a vote of thanks to the choir and 
to Jane Gillies and Stella Huntingford 
who provided a lovely tea. Competition 
winners - a double knitting snood: Alice 
Campbell, Jessie MacFarlane and Mar-
lene Stanners. Fruit gingerbread: Agnes 
Robertson and Tracey Sage.

A HELENSBURGH tennis champion was given the 
honour of opening the town’s new multi-million pound 
civic centre.

Gordon Reid won the wheelchair Australian Open 
tournament earlier this year and the 24-year-old opened 
the Helensburgh and Lomond Civic Centre last Tuesday.

Gordon said: ‘I am very pleased to have been asked to 
do this. I know what a great place Helensburgh is, and 
would like to say thanks for all the local support I get. 

‘I hope young people growing up here might use the fact 
I’ve been able to achieve what I wanted to do to determine 
to get the success they want for their lives.’

Provost Councillor Len Scoullar said: ‘This magnificent 
new building is set to make a very positive contribution to 
community life in Helensburgh. I am delighted one of the 
town’s most famous sons is doing the honour of officially 
opening it. This is an opportunity to both congratulate 
Gordon on his fantastic tennis success and to recognise 
another milestone in our work to revitalise Helensburgh 
as a great place to live, work and visit.’

A HUMPBACK whale washed up on a Barra shoreline 
last week.

The Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme 
(SMASS) reported that the juvenile male whale was in a 
relatively thin condition and carried classic entanglement 
marks. There have been 21 recorded sightings of hump-
back whales which have been stranded in the UK since 
2001 and SMASS receive around 500 reports of dead and 
live stranded cetaceans, seals, turtles and basking sharks 
a year.

Oban

Barra

Seil

Helensburgh

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

A rededication ceremony was held to mark the centenary of Kinlochleven’s Lodge St Kearan No. 1155. There was a large 
number of visitors from the Lodge of Fort William No.43, Lodge Lochiel No. 1200, as well as a brother from Canada 

and brethren from Argyll and the Isles. The rededication ceremony was carried out by the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Inverness-shire. Above: Tom Owen, past master and almoner; Angus MacLeod, past master; Duggie MacInnes, right 

worshipful master and Ian Campbell Elliott, immediate past master, look at the 100th annual certifi cate issued by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland when St Kearan celebrated 100 years since it was founded.

Taynuilt

Lodge celebrates centenary at ceremony 

KINLOCHLEVEN High School 
pupils volunteered to go to Bal-
lachulish Primary to read to  the 
children during National Story 
Telling Week.

As part of Kinlochleven’s Get 
Set for Community Action project, 
the stories revolved around the 
Olympics and their values. A lot 
of planning and preparation was 
done, from picking books to making 
resources. 

At Ballachulish, the volunteers 
played an icebreaker game to help 
the children relax. Afterwards the 
project leaders split the children 
into five small groups and read 
them a story. The books read were 
Olympig, Flight School, Up and 
Down, Stuck and The Most Magnif-
icent Thing, each with a powerful 
message of either bravery and hard 
work behind them. 

To add to the excitement, each 
group turned their story into a mini 
drama and presented this to the 
class. One of the key stories was 
that of Olympian and Paralympian 
David Smith, which was about his 
struggle with a re-occurring tumour 

Storytelling was lots of fun for everyone involved.

and how hard he had to work to get 
where he is today. His story had an 
added intrigue because Mr Smith 
had played shinty in Ballachulish 
before. 

The school said a lot of effort was 
put in to the day and the volunteers 
who made it happen wanted the 
children to understand that hard 
work has a great feeling of accom-
plishment. This was illustrated with 
postcards, which the children wrote 
to themselves with a personal goal. 
The postcards will be sent back to 
them when the Olympics are on to 
show them how far they have come. 

A spokesperson from Kinlochlev-
en High said: ‘It was a fantastic two 
hours and everyone was delighted 
with the success of the event. The 
leaders felt confident and happy 
that it had gone so well, with the 
primary children asking if they 
could come back next week. It was 
a great time for everyone with a 
strong moral behind it of hard work 
gets you places.’

Kinlochleven

NHS WESTERN Isles’s Macmillan 
nurses won the title of Cancer Team of 
the Year UK at a ceremony in London.

They were the only team from Scotland 
to be shortlisted in the quality in oncology 
care awards and were put forward by their 
manager, Gill Chadwick. 

Gill, Macmillan lead cancer nurse, said: 
‘I am truly humbled by the work of the 
Macmillan nurses in the Western Isles. 
They provide so much support for people 
affected by cancer here, the patient and 
their families wherever they may be.

‘The team members thoroughly deserve 
this UK-wide recognition of the tremen-
dous work they do. They received con-
gratulations at the awards ceremony from 
some of the UK’s top cancer specialists.’

Gordon Jamieson, NHS Western Isles 
chief executive, said: ‘What a fantastic 
and well-deserved success; a tribute to, 
and recognition of, the quality, dedication 
and commitment of the team.’

The awards recognise the best practice 
in oncology prevention, diagnosis and 
testing, treatment pathways and patient 
care throughout the UK. 

Gill was accompanied to the ceremony 
in St Thomas’ Hospital by team mem-
bers, Chris Ann Maclean and Kathryn 
Macsween. The others are Fiona Creight-
on, Donna Parkes, Hazel Hebditch, Mairi 
Smith and Mary Buchanan.

The nurses are based in Stornoway and 
Benbecula but deliver care throughout 
the island chain, down to Barra.

Nurses Gill Chadwick, Kathryn Macsween and Chris Ann Maclean in London the day 
after picking up their award.

Award for caring cancer nurses

IT IS hoped work to establish an Argyll 
and Bute airbase as the first UK space-
port has rocketed to a new level.

The lead consultant for Discover Space 
UK attended a conference in London 
earlier this month to argue the case for 
Machrihanish Airbase in Campbeltown.

Discover Space UK’s chairman Tom 
Millar said: ‘We and our partners, Ar-
gyll and Bute Council, believe we have a 
compelling case.’ 

Leader of Argyll and Bute Council, 
councillor Dick Walsh, said: ‘Our main 
focus is on creating jobs, growing our 
economy and attracting more people to 
Argyll and Bute. A spaceport would do 
just that and really put the area on the 
global, or even interstellar, map.’

Campbeltown
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What is Argyll College UHI?
Argyll College is one of the thirteen 
partner institutions of the University 
of the Highland and Islands, and we 
are Argyll’s largest provider of further 
and higher education. Argyll College 
UHI works closely with the regions 
schools, giving over 300 school pu-
pils access to Skills for Work courses 
as an integral part of their school 
curriculum. We also provide a wide 
range certifi ed training and profes-
sional development opportunities 
for local businesses.
The college was established in 1997 
and since then has grown rapidly, 
now fulfi lling the needs of more 
than 1500 students across a network 
of local learning centres located 
throughout the region. 

Why have we changed our look?
Argyll College UHI is the fastest 
growing academic partner of the 
University of the Highlands and 
Islands in terms of HE student num-
bers  and in the 5 years since 2009-10 
we have seen over 400% growth in 
HE FTEs.  
However, although Argyll and Bute 
has a slightly higher proportion of 
young people moving into higher 
education (39%) than the Scottish 
average (38%), fi gures for young peo-
ple moving into further education 
are below the national norm – only 
20.7% in 2015 compared to the 
Scottish average of 27.8%.
We are undertaking the rebrand 
of Argyll College UHI in order to 
heighten the visibility of the college 
particularly to school-leavers consid-
ering remaining in the region; and 
to develop a more contemporary 
brand which better communicates 
the fact that most of our full time 
students are under 24 years old.
Every year we increase and extend 
the range of courses on off er, for 
instance, this year our fi rst group of 
students will complete the PGDE 
Primary Teaching in Oban, and we’ll 
also have FE students completing a 
Maritime Skills Course. In April we’ll 
launch two National Progression 
Awards in Dance and Professional 
Theatre Preparation and in Septem-
ber we’ll introduce NC Social Science 
and HNC Applied Science.
By refreshing our brand, we want 
people to look again at Argyll College 
UHI – if you think you know who we 
are, you may want to think again. 

How did we come up with the new logo?
We worked with Petrus Creative to 
develop the new look; they inter-
viewed our staff  and students from 

all of our diff erent learning centres 
and from a variety of courses and 
study levels, before settling on the 
‘tartan A’. 
We had a number of options for our 
tagline: Learn, Achieve, Advance; and 
again, students were at the centre of 
the process. Our UHISA (University of 
the Highlands and Islands Student 
Association) Vice President Charlie 
Collins, coordinated research among 
the student population to come up 
with their preferred option.

Where is Argyll College?
At Argyll College UHI we off er you 
the choice of studying at one of 
our many local learning centres 
located throughout the mainland 
and islands of Argyll; we have staff ed 
learning centres in Oban, Tobermory, 
Lochgilphead, Campbeltown, Islay, 
Dunoon, Rothesay and Arran.  
Our learning centres range in size 
and each has their own atmosphere 
but each one is fi rmly rooted in 
the local community they serve, 
with knowledgeable and friendly 
staff  available to support students 
through each stage of their learning 
experience.
Some of our centres off er specialist 
facilities: our Oban Centre is home to 
a purpose built professional kitchen 
where hospitality students get hands 
on practical experience, as well as 
the Sound Studio and Hair & Beauty 
Salon which is open to the public. 
This centre also houses a garden 
where green fi ngered horticulture 
students can get their hands dirty. 
The Construction, Engineering and 
Renewables Centre (CERC) at Kilmo-
ry, Lochgilphead, off ers a range of 
construction and engineering train-
ing opportunities from introductory 
level to Modern Apprenticeships and 
beyond.  The centre has a number 
of dedicated specialist workshops, 
which provide a realistic working 
and training environment to help 

meet the needs of local and national 
employers.
We also work with a range of 
external partners to give students 
valuable work simulated learning 
opportunities, e.g. Rhoin Farm in 
Campbeltown, Ross Dhu Equestrian 
Centre in Larkhall, and of course 
our award winning preschool Little 
Learners Nursery at Dunstaff nage. 
These, and many more, placement 
centres give our students valuable 
hand on experience.

Who are our students?
The majority of our full time students 
(65%) are young people aged 
between 16 and 24 years old: 72% of 
FE students are in this age range and 
58% of HE students fi t this profi le.
In those aged 16-19 yrs there is 
an even split between males and 
females, this changes somewhat 
for students aged 20-24 with about 
twice as many women as men.
  

 Early Experience Student Survey Results
An early experience survey was un-
dertaken in late September 2015 and 
49% of our full time students took 
part (up from 36% last year). 98% 
of our students told us they were 
made to feel welcome, and 97% are 
satisfi ed with their overall college 
experience so far.

How are we governed?
The Board of Governors of Argyll Col-
lege UHI currently has 11 members, 
including the Principal, Fraser Durie, a 
staff  member and a student member. 
Membership of the Board is voluntary 
and its key principles are: Public Ser-
vice, Selfl essness, Integrity, Objectiv-
ity, Accountability and Stewardship, 
Openness, Honesty, Leadership and 
Respect. 
One of the many roles of the Board 
of Governors is to provide strategic 
leadership and direction to the 
college, and to formulate strategic 
priorities for areas such as fi nancial 
objectives and staffi  ng strategies.
Governors’ biographies are append-
ed.

New look for Argyll College
Argyll College UHI Ltd, Board of 
Governors
Andrew Campbell - Chair

Andrew has lived and worked in Argyll for many years 

and works for Scottish Natural Heritage as an Opera-

tions Manager in a role that allows him to travel widely 

across Argyll, giving him a broad understanding of the 

challenges that a dispersed rural population present 

the College in delivering its services. He has previously 

chaired Primary and Secondary School Boards in Argyll 

as well as playing an active role in the Argyll and Bute 

Community Planning Partnership.  Andrew has served 

on the Argyll College Board since 2010 and as well as 

being Chair of the Board since 201, he serves of the 

Finance and General Purposes committee and chairs 

the Nominations Committee of the Board.

John Colston - Vice Chair

John Colston is a graduate of University College, 

Oxford and held a number of senior policy and fi nancial 

management appointments in the Ministry of Defence, 

the Foreign Offi  ce and NATO before retiring from public 

service in 2011 to live permanently in Argyll, on the 

island of Seil.  He has served on the Board since 2012 

and also chairs the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee and serves on the Nominations Committee 

of the Board.

Fraser Durie - Principal.

Fraser Durie is an Executive Director of the Board and 

Principal of Argyll College UHI Ltd. Previously as a senior 

curriculum manager with Fife College he was involved 

in the curriculum element of merging Fife College and 

Glenrothes College to create Adam Smith College.   

Fraser is an Honours graduate of Dundee University 

and holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Management. 

He has held management positions in both retail and 

hospitality and retains membership of the Institute 

of Hospitality, in addition to being a member of the 

Institute of Directors.  Fraser serves on the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee of the Board.

Charlotte Collins

Charlotte serves as the elected student Representative 

on the Board. Charlie is studying for an HNC Horticulture 

with the College at its Oban campus and was elected to 

be the student representative on the Board in 2015. 

She is also the Depute President of the Highlands and 

Islands Students Association (of which Argyll College 

UHI Ltd is a member).

Amber Crowley

Amber serves as elected Staff  Representative on the 

Board and is the course leader for Horticulture at the 

College, tutoring part time in Horticulture, Agriculture 

and Rural Skills at FE and HE level. She also owns 

and operates two garden design companies. She is 

a graduate of Stirling University and SRUC and has 

completed her Masters level teaching qualifi cation 

for further education at Aberdeen University. She has 

served on the board since 2015 and is also a member 

of the Teaching, Learning and Engagement Committee.

Ken Jones 

Ken Jones has lived on the Isle of Seil, south of Oban, 

for the past 35 years and is a marine science graduate 

of the University Wales and holds a doctorate in marine 

science from the University of Strathclyde. Ken was em-

ployed at the Scottish Association for Marine Science 

(SAMS) as a research scientist and spent the last 14 

years as Deputy Director (with a short period as Acting 

Director in 2008) until retirement in 2014.  As Deputy 

Director he helped coordinate the development of new 

research facilities at Dunstaff nage and participated 

at a senior level in the growth of the partnership of 

SAMS with UHI. Ken chairs the Human Resources and 

Remuneration Committee of the Board and serves on 

the Audit Committee. 

Martin Jones

Martin Jones is a Senior Lecturer in Law at Glasgow Cal-

edonian University, where he has also held a number 

of senior roles including Head of Learning Teaching and 

Quality and he also sits on the University’s Academic 

Policy Committee. In 2011, he became the founding 

Director of the Learning Development Centre where he 

leads a team of seven staff .  Martin lives in Cowal, Argyll 

and also sits on the executive of the British and Irish 

Law and Education and Technology Association. Martin 

Jones has served on the Board since 2012 and chairs the 

Learning, Teaching and Engagement Committee 

Stella B. Leitch.

As a Bachelor of Education, Teacher of Geography Stella 

has worked for Argyll and Bute Council for 24 years 

teaching in Lochgilphead High and Oban High schools. 

In her role of Guidance Teacher and Eco Schools assessor 

she travelled widely in Argyll visiting the many cluster 

Primary Schools. As Depute Head Teacher 2004-2011 

Stella worked closely with many Partner Agencies. 

Since 1985 she has lived in North Argyll where she now 

works as self-employed on her family farm. Member of 

the Board of Governors since December 2015.

Linda McAulay

Linda has worked in the Whisky Industry for over twen-

ty years, with fi fteen years as Offi  ce Manager for an 

Argyll based distillery and the last four years as Human 

Resources Manager for the group of companies.  She is 

CIPD qualifi ed and an Associate Member.   Linda is also 

a committee member for MacMillan Cancer Support 

and lives in Campbelltown.  She serves on both the HR 

and Remuneration Committee and Finance and General 

Purposes Committee of the Board.

Gillian McCready

Gillian McCready was born and has lived on the Island 

of Bute for most of her life. She studied in Edinburgh 

then began working life in the hotel industry. She 

moved into social work 35 years ago, working initially 

on the island and then travelling daily to work in 

Inverclyde. The main focus of her work has been on 

planning and delivery of services for older people and 

people with physical disabilities. For the past 15 years 

she has managed services across both social work and 

the National Health Service with responsibility for 

managing, planning and reporting on joint budgets of 

over £17m. She retired in April 2015 and was recruited 

to the Board in October 2015.

Lesley McInnes

Lesley McInnes has worked for 30 years with Housing 

Associations and Local Authorities.  Her career has been 

varied, working in Glasgow, Dumbarton, the Borders 

and Ayrshire before joining West Highland Housing As-

sociation as its Chief Executive in 2006. Lesley is a Board 

Member of other organisations, including Link Housing 

Association and is keen to develop local relationships 

between partner organisations.  She has a strong belief 

in the strategic importance of Argyll College in meeting 

the skills and training needs of people throughout 

Argyll.  Lesley has served on the Board since 2011 and 

chairs the Audit Committee of the Board.

Contact

Pauline Cameron

Secretary to the Board of Governors

Pauline.Cameron@uhi.ac.uk

Mobile: 07917 791591

Principal’s Quote:
Fraser Durie, Principal of Argyll 

College UHI said: “We are delighted 
to be able to off er young people in 
Argyll and the Isles a local route into 
higher education. As one of the fastest 
growing partners in the University of 
the Highlands and Islands we continue 
to look at relevant and exciting op-
portunities for learning for our young 
people. Given the ever rising costs of 
studying outside the region parents 
and pupils are recognising the value of 
high quality education, delivered on 
their doorstep. We will continue to ex-
pand our portfolio of courses to ensure 
there is real choice for the communities 
of Argyll and the Isles.”

What Next?
If you want to fi nd out more our 
next open day is on Wednesday 23 
March 2016 from 10am to 7pm at our 
Oban Learning Centre, Glenshellach 
Business Park.
This is a chance for you to get all the 
information you need about our 
courses and student support, and 
take some time to explore our largest 
learning centre..

You will be able to:

• Meet other potential students.

• Take a tour of the centre to view 
the areas you are interested in such 
as our professional kitchen, sound 
studio, hair salon and garden.

• Meet with our tutors and support 
staff  to have your questions an-
swered.

TIMESLINE

A WOMAN who is partially 
sighted and hard of hearing 
says lives are being put at risk 
because of a lack of a pedes-
trian crossing on a busy main 
road.

Annette Hobson crosses the 
A830 near the swing bridge at 
Banavie every day to walk her 
dogs or go to the shops in Caol.

But the nearest controlled 
pedestrian crossing is around 
one mile away at Lochaber 
High School.

Mrs Hobson has suffers from 
the eye condition retinitis pig-
mentosa (RP) since birth and 
she could end up completely 
blind. She is totally deaf in her 
right ear.

Mrs Hobson is calling for a 
controlled crossing on the road, 
which has a 40mph speed limit 
on that section.

The 49-year-old said: ‘My 
husband and I moved to Banav-

No crossing on busy main 
road ‘putting lives at risk’

ie from Edinburgh 18 months 
ago. To get anywhere I need to 
learn specific routes. The first 
thing I realised was the road 
and the lack of crossings.

‘Unless I take a very long 
walk to the High School, there’s 
nowhere else to cross.

‘Having dual sensory impair-
ment makes things tricky at 
the best of times, but having to 
cross busy roads is extremely 
dangerous.

‘I have to psyche myself up. I 
need to cross to walk my dogs, 
go to the shops or if I’m coming 
back from the bus stop.

‘I get extremely anxious and 
my stomach is in knots.

‘I can wait anything up to 10 
or 15 minutes to cross. 

‘Because of the angle of the 
road coming over the bridge 
from the Corpach side, I don’t 
have a clear line of vision unless 
I lean forward.’

Mrs Hobson raised her con-
cerns with Transport Scotland 
last year.

She added: ‘I was told I could 

cross at a part of the road which 
has an ‘island’ in the middle. 

‘But to do this I have to cross 
Banavie Road and it means 
taking a detour.

‘With the volume of traffic, 
lives are being put at risk. 
People have said to me that it’s 
a terrible road. 

‘This is a scenic area with the 
canal lochs and the railway and 
is popular with tourists. 

‘A crossing would be to 
everyone’s benefit as well as 
motorists.’

Kilmallie Community Council 
is looking to carry out a survey 
on where people feel crossings 
should be along the A830. 

It’s felt that there should be 
crossings at other parts of the 
road, where children cross to 
go to primary school and at the 
Co-op.

A Transport Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘We are sorry to 
hear about these concerns and 
we have offered to discuss them 
directly with Mrs Hobson.’

Annette Hobson gets anxious trying to cross the A830.

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

THE BODY of a man believed 
to be in his 60s was recovered 
from Mallaig harbour on Thurs-
day March 3 at around 2.40pm.

Police Scotland said the man’s 
details would not be released 
until he has been formally 
identifi ed and that enquiries 
are continuing.

THE ACCIDENT and emergency 
department at Belford Hospital 
in Fort William will be relo-
cated for at least a week from 
Monday March 14 for essential 
refurbishment work.

Emergency treatment servic-
es will be moved temporarily 
to the hospital’s out-patient 
department for approximately 
seven days. No disruption 
to services is envisaged, but 
people are being warned there 
may be minor delays.

During the work, access to the 
A&E department will be via the 
main hospital entrance and the 
reception there will be manned 
overnight.  

A SALMON farming company 
that is cutting 56 jobs in Lo-
chaber has told an MSP that a 
new feed plant will be located 
in the Highlands and islands.

Rhoda Grant, MSP for 
the area, had talks with Ben 
Hadfield, Marine Harvest’s 
managing director in Scotland.

Mrs Grant said she ‘received 
the assurance that the firm’s 
new feed plant, which would 
create new jobs, would be 
located in the Highlands and 
Islands and the company 
would continue to invest in the 
region’.  

The announcement on the 
plant is expected within the 
coming weeks. 

Mrs Grant said: ‘Obviously I 
am still concerned about the 80 

people who will lose their jobs 
across the region and I have 
asked rural affairs cabinet 
secretary, Richard Lochhead, 
what the Scottish Government 
is doing to help those made 
redundant find new jobs. 

‘However, the company has 
assured me that its restructur-
ing will be creating more jobs 
in the future, increasing the 
tonnage of salmon it produces.

‘There also appears to be an 
expansion in farming a new 
type of fish, specifically to 
keep salmon clean, which will 
feed on the common salmon 
parasite, sea lice.

‘I will be following the com-
pany’s plans with keen interest 
to see what jobs are created 
and where.’

Snow White, Superman, a policeman and a witch were just some of the characters making an 
appearance at Lundavra nursery during World Book Day. The children and staff  enjoyed dressing up 

as characters from their favourite books and listening to stories during the event on March 3.

FLASHING speed signs in-
stalled on the busy main road 
in Corpach 18 months ago are 
expected to be finally switched 
on this week.

Kilmallie Community Coun-
cil campaigned for the 30mph 
signs on the A830, which were 
erected in autumn 2014.

However, councillors have 
been left frustrated as the 
signs are still not connected.

BEAR Scotland said a 
number of preliminary works 
were essential before the signs 
could be activated and that 
they will be operational by 
tomorrow (Friday).

A spokesman for the commu-
nity council said: ‘We raised 
the issue again in December 
last year and were told the 
signs required connection to 
SSE power supplies and this 
had delayed them becoming 
operational. It was said that 
work was programmed for 
January 2016. At the begin-
ning of February we were told 
they would be connected by 
the end of the month. 

‘The speed signs are impor-
tant pieces of safety equip-
ment that have been shown to 
reduce the risk of accidents.’

The community council has 
also raised concern about the 
20mph signs at Lochaber High 
School, which they say have 
been unreliable for some time.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘A number of 
preliminary works were essen-
tial before the 30mph signs in 
Corpach could be activated, 
including the upgrading of the 
existing street lighting system, 
separating the power supplies 
for electrical infrastructure 
from the local authority sys-
tems to our own trunk road 
system, and raising a supplier 
request with SSE.  

‘These have now all been 
completed and the signs will 
be in operation by Friday.

‘We were recently made 
aware of the 20mph signs be-
ing inactive at Lochaber High 
School and are arranging a 
repair as soon as the required 
apparatus is available.’

A FUNERAL director wants to 
raise money for special cots 
for babies who have passed 
away. 

Scott Greenlees, of John 
McLellan’s, Fort William, 
aims to raise enough funds 
for two cuddle cots, which 
will be donated to Belford 
Hospital and also used in the 
funeral home. The cot acts 
like a refrigerated bassinet  
so that the family can spend 
every precious moment with 
their child. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
should visit the funeral 
home in Dudley Road or log 
on to www.gofundme.com/
fortwilliam 

Speed signs 
Refurbishment 
forces A&E move

Body recovered 
from harbour 

Funeral director’s 
special cot appeal 

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Local Scotland Personal Finance
Thank you for agreeing to take part in the Scottish Weeklies Personal Finance survey 2016, please follow the instructions 
below.

About you
Q3 - Thinking about your personal circumstances, 

what is your attitude towards your present household 

income?

 Select one

Comfortable On Present Income 

Coping On Present Income 

Finding It Diffi  cult On Present Income 

Finding It Very Diffi  cult On Present Income 

Q4 - Which of the following most closely describes the 

extent to which you are involved in your household 

fi nances? 

 Select one

I make all the decisions for the household 

I share the responsibility with my partner 

I have very little input as someone else  
in the household deals with them

Q6 - When do you think you will retire?

  Select one

I am retired 

I’ll retire in the next 10 years 

I’ll retire in the next 20 years 

I’ll retire in the next 30 years 

I’ve got more than 30+ years before retirement 

Retirement planning 
Last year witnessed unprecedented changes to the 
retirement landscape and increasingly fi nancial security 
after retirement is your own responsibility. 

Q7 - How would you describe you current attitude to 

saving for retirement? 

  Select one

I don’t currently save anything  
towards retirement. 

I’ve embraced the idea of a pension  
and save a signifi cant amount. 

I’ve embraced the idea of a pension  
and save an adequate amount. 

I’ve embraced the idea of a pension,  
but don’t think that I save enough. 

Q8 -Which of the following fi nancial strategies have you 

adopted for you retirement 

  Select all 
 that apply

Invested in property with a view to  
equity release or rental income. 

My company has (had) a fi nal  
salary pension scheme. 

Auto enrolled in a company pension 

A personal / private pension 

A Self Invested Personal Pension (SIPP) 

Save regularly in an ISA (either cash or shares) 

Rely on the State pension. 

None. 

Q9 - Where will you go for guidance and advice about 

your pension when it comes to retirement? 

  Select all 
 that apply

Friends & family 

Paid-for professional adviser 

Internet search engine 

My current pension provider 

My employer 

Pension wise 

Other 

Don’t know. 

Q10 - When you are retired which of these options 

would be preferred for managing your fi nances? 

  Select one

Taking some cash to spend in the early  
years of retirement, and using the rest 
to provide a guaranteed income for life. 

Investing in a pension plan and drawing  
income from it each year. 

Using all my money to buy a product  
that will give me a guaranteed income 
for the rest of my life. 

Taking all my money as cash and  
investing it how I see fi t. 

Investing it in buy to let properties. 

Don’t know. 

Q11 - Thinking about the types of pension that exist, 

how well do you feel that you understand them? 

(Please select just one option per line).

Q12 - The UK government has introduced the New State 

Pension, how well do you feel that you understand the 

following elements? 

(Please select just one option per line).

Annuity    

Retirement     
income 
drawdown  

Workplace     
pensions  

Individual     
savings 
pensions

    

    

  

    
  

     

How much 
state pension 
you are likely 
to receive 
when you 
retire.

The eff ect of 
having been 
contracted out 
of the state 
scheme at any 
working life.

How the 
new state 
pension will be 
calculated

How to top 
up your state 
pension

I fully 

understand 

 I have some 

knowledge, 

but would 

like to know 

more

I’ve heard 

the terms, 

but I’m not 

interested

I’ve not 

heard of 

this 

I fully 

understand 

 I have some 

knowledge, 

but would 

like to know 

more

I’ve heard 

the terms, 

but I’m not 

interested

I’ve not 

heard of this 

Q1 - Please can you tell me, in which local newspaper did you fi nd this survey? (Please write) 

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Q2 - Please could you tell me which Local Authority you live in?

Please select from the following and circle or write below;

Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Argyll & Bute, Scottish Borders, Clackmannanshire, West Dunbartonshire, Dumfries 
& Galloway, Dundee city, East Ayrshire, East Dunbartonshire, East Lothian, East Renfrewshire, City of Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, 
Glasgow City, Highland, Inverclyde, Midlothian, Moray, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Orkney Islands, Perth & Kinross, 
Renfrewshire, Shetland Islands, South Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Stirling, West Lothian, Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Q5 - To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements (please select one per line).

 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

I don’t like the idea of being in debt     

I am more aware of personal fi nance than I used to Be     

Financial security after retirement is your own responsibility     

It is important to be well insured for everything     

I trust Banks/Building Societies to look after my money     

I look for profi table ways to invest my money     

I prefer to get paper bills and statements rather      
than access them online

I usually consult a professional Financial Adviser      
before deciding on fi nancial matters

I’m interested in Financial Services advertising     

Price comparison websites have helped me reduce     
 my household outgoings.

I only take out loans when they are absolutely necessary     

Banking
Q13 - Thinking about your bank; to what extent do you agree or disagree with the relative importance of each 

attribute in your choice of bank (please select one per line).

 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

Locality (having a branch that is local to me)     

Company reputation (trust)     

Counter staff  / Personal service     

Interest rates (on savings and or loan)     

Personal experience     

Telephone / internet banking facilities     

Range of services     

Overdraft charges     

Loyalty scheme     

Personal recommendation     

Reviews     

Advertising     

Introductory off ers     

Q15 - Increasingly banks are off ering current accounts with a bundle of benefi ts, to what extent do you agree or 

disagree with the relative importance of each benefi t that could be off ered.  (Please select one per line).

 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

Cash back on utility bills or travel     

Cash back on direct debits     

Car insurance     

Travel Insurance     

Mobile phone insurance     

Home insurance (Buildings & contents)     

Enhanced ISA interest rate     

Extended warranty cover on white goods      
purchased in the last year.

Access to a 24-hour home emergency service     

Q14 - And what is your preferred method for accessing 

your banking services?

  Select one

Via the internet. 

Via the telephone talking to someone 

Via the telephone using an automated service. 

In a branch 

Via an ATM 

By post. 

Q16 - Would you consider paying a monthly fee to your 

bank to access the benefi ts of a product bundle?

  Select one

No  - I would not 

Yes – if the overall bundle resulted in my  
annual outlay on these products decreasing. 

Yes – if it was a tiered approach that  
allowed me to select the benefi ts I wanted. 

Q17 - Would you consider switching your bank account 

to another provider?

  Select one

Yes  

Maybe 

No 

Relationship with your local weekly newspaper
Q18 - To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements (please select just one option 

per line).

 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

I rely on my local newspaper to keep me up to date      
with the latest off ers from local shops.     

I trust what I read in my local newspaper.      
   

I fi nd the adverts in my local newspaper are      
most useful in helping me make purchase decisions?     

I know that if something is advertised in my local newspaper,     
 then it will be available in my area.     

Q19 - Which of the following have you personally done 

as a result of seeing something advertised in your local 

newspaper? 

(please select all that apply)

  In the last  In the last
 3 months 12 months

Researched a product in a shop.  

Researched a product / service online.  

Visited a brand / advertisers website.  

Visited / followed a brand / advertiser   
on Social media.

Bought a product / brand / service   
in store.  

Bought a product / brand online.  

Talked about a brand either through   
word of mouth or via social media  

Recommended a product / brand or   
service to someone.

None of the above.  

In order for us to analyse the information, please can 

you categorise yourself

If you would prefer to fi ll in this survey online please 
go to this website:

bit.ly/scotfi n

Q20 - What gender 

are you?

  Select one

Male 

Female 

Q22 - What is your current employment status?

  Select one

Working Full-time (30+ Hours per week) 

Working Part-time (8 to 29 hours per week) 

Working Part-time (less than 8 hours per week) 

Not working – Retired 

Not working – Long term Illness / Disabled. 

Not working – Other 

Q21 - Which age group do 

you fall into?

  Select one

18 to 24 

25 to 34 

35 to 44 

45 to 54 

55 to 64 

65+ 

Title .......................................................................................................

Name ....................................................................................................

Surname .............................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

Postcode ..........................................................................

Email address ..................................................................................

Home: Tel number .........................................................................

Mobile: Tel number ......................................................................

All details supplied by you are optional, except name, postcode and email address

This is a survey being carried out by a third party (Local Scotland) and not “publisher”, ”publisher” and any information provided is being provided to “Local Scotland” and not 
“publication name or publisher”.

If you complete the survey in paper form. The form will be sent to “publisher” for processing Only.  “Publisher” will process the form entering the data direct into the Local 
Scotland survey system. “Publisher” will then securely destroy your paper survey.  “Publisher” will not retain any of the data you provide on this survey form.

The data collected in this survey will be anonymised and the results will be aggregated to understand the variances by local authority area. The insights from this data will be 
utilised to evidence why brands / companies should advertise within the Local Scotland portfolio of newspapers. The aggregated survey data will be retained in a SNAP fi le, 
although respondent count data will exist no individual respondent details will be contained within the SNAP fi le. The data set will be held by Local Scotland and shared with 
Mediaforce (Local Scotland’s media sales representatives) who will provide data analysis. At no point will the data be transferred overseas. 

Win one of Dear reader,
We are currently seeking to better understand our readers’ buying habits in 
relation to grocery shopping and we would be delighted if you could spare 
three minutes to complete our survey.
If you complete the survey, you will be entered into a draw and fi ve readers will 
win a £25 shopping voucher to be redeemed at any branch of Argos.
All entries must be received by 24 March.
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A NEW £8.7m Gaelic school 
will open in late 2017 after the 
contract was awarded.

Robertson Construction 
will build the new school in 
Portree, with work starting 
later this year. Last month, 
The Oban Times reported the 
cost for the new school soared 
from £9.3 million to £10.8m.

The overall cost includes a 
new access road, demolitions 
and other works, which will be 
awarded as separate contracts, 
bringing the final cost to 
£10.8m.

Skye councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the education, 
children and adult services 
committee, announced the 
contract at a meeting of the 
Skye Area committee last 
week. He said: ‘The Portree 
Gaelic Primary School will 
be a great asset to the Gaelic 
community across the West 
Highlands. It will help to 
sustain and progress Gaelic 
medium education on the is-
land. This announcement will 
be welcomed by the parents 
who, for many years, have 
campaigned for a stand alone 
Gaelic school in Portree and I 
look forward to work starting.’

The school is part of a £14.8m 
investment programme in 
Portree, which includes a new 
access road to the school, 
refurbishment of the former 
Elgin Hostel to create a new 
pupil residence at Portree 
high and the demolition of the 
former boys’ and Margaret 
Carnegie residence buildings. 

The Scottish Government 
has contributed £4.75 million 
to the school project.

RESIDENTS in the Western 
Isles are being encouraged 
to make sure they are regis-
tered to vote.

New fi gures reveal the 
number of registered voters 
in the area for the Scottish 
Parliamentary election has 
fallen by more than 700 in 
the wake of the switch to 
Individual Electoral Registra-
tion.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP, Alasdair Allan, said: 
‘I’m urging everyone to make 
sure they are registered to 
vote in time for the Scottish 
Parliamentary Elections.’

LOCHABER Housing Associa-
tion is holding a family fun and 
information event on Saturday 
March 19.

Visitors can learn about credit 
unions, recycling, health, early 
learning and fi nance and repre-
sentatives from Your Voice, Lo-
chaber Housing Association’s 
tenants and staff  partnership, 
will also be in attendance.

Children can enjoy free face 
painting and at 1pm there will 
be a wall papering demonstra-
tion. All donations will go to 
the British Heart Foundation 
and there will be great prizes 
up for grabs in a raffl  e.

The event will be held at the 
association’s offi  ces in High 
Street, Fort William, from 10am 
to 3pm with soup, sandwiches, 
tea, coff ee and baking availa-
ble.

ADVENTURER and round the 
world cyclist Mark Beaumont 
will be attempting to cycle 
the length of the Outer Heb-
rides in 24 hours to mark the 
launch of the Hebridean Way 
cycling route and the Eat, Drink 
Hebrides Trail.

Mr Beaumont will tackle the 
185-mile route from Vatersay 
to the Butt of Lewis today 
(Thursday).

TIMESLINE

Family fun and 
information

Make sure you can 
vote in elections

Adventurer helps 
launch new route  

Head teacher John Joseph MacNeil with pupils, former pupils of 
local Gaelic units, campaigners and supporters of the new school. 

21_f11gaelic02

LAST week’s Oban Times 
featured pupils winning Lo-
chaber Rotary Club’s annual 
writing competition.

Runner-up Josh McFatridge 
is a pupil at Kinlochleven 
High School and not Lochaber 
High as reported.

Lochaber writing 
contest runner-up 

Contract
award
welcomed
on Skye

Pupils said a fond farewell 
to a popular teacher as she 

retired from Banavie Primary 
School. Beth McGhie’s 

teaching career spanned 
more than 38 years with posts 

at Achaphubuil and Upper 
Achintore primaries. She then 
moved on to be head teacher 

at Spean Bridge primary 
before spending nine years at 
Banavie. Children presented 
Ms McGhie with gifts to mark 

her retiral. f11retiral

A NEW Gaelic primary school 
has been officially opened 
in Lochaber - more than 20 
years after a campaign for one 
started.

Dr Alasdair Allan, minister 
for learning, science and Scot-
land’s languages, was joined 
by pupils, parents, staff and 
supporters for the unveiling 
of Lochaber Gaelic Primary 
- Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar – in Caol, Fort William, 
last Friday.

The £6.1 million building 
opened in August and is Scot-
land’s fourth, and Highland’s 
second, dedicated Gaelic 
primary school.

Dr Allan said: ‘The Scottish 
Government has been working 
closely with Highland Council 
to increase the number of 
pupils and schools offering 
Gaelic medium education. 

‘Education is key for the 
growth and survival of the 
language and this is good for 
the whole of Scotland.

school has been built. It’s 
beautiful and state-of-the art. 
You couldn’t ask for better.’

The school currently has 70 
pupils and 15 children in the 
nursery with youngsters com-
ing from as far as Ballachulish 
and Glenfinnan. There is also 
a mother and toddlers group 
and playgroup.

Head teacher John Joseph 
MacNeil believes Gaelic is still 

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

‘There is a clear demand in 
other parts of Scotland for 
Gaelic medium education. The 
challenge that the government 
has is keeping up with demand 
through the provision of teach-
ers.’

Morag Melville, from Fort 
William, was instrumental in 
promoting the language among 
children. Mrs Melville helped 

set-up Gaelic playgroups and 
then a Gaelic unit opened in 
the former St Mary’s RC Pri-
mary in Fort William in 1994.

Mrs Melville said: ‘Things 
went from strength-to-strength 
and it wasn’t long before we 
were given a promise that a 
Gaelic school would be built 
at some point. After 20 years 
the day has come and a new 

going strong. He said: ‘It sends 
out a strong message about the 
language and how children 
are going through bilingual 
education in Scotland.

‘Gaelic is very much alive 
through our communities and 
Scotland as well as the culture. 
It’s fantastic to see children 
coming in at primary one and 
nursery with no Gaelic, then 
being fully immersed in the 
language and coming out with 
a high rate of fluency at P7.’

Ally MacLeod, chairman 
of the parent council, is a 
fluent Gaelic speaker and his 
son Hamish attends the new 
school. He said: ‘People are 
genuinely interested in the 
language and the culture. 
It’s a fantastic facility. We’re 
delighted with the uptake and 
hope to see that grow.’

The unveiling ceremony 
was opened and closed to the 
sound of bagpipes by Moira 
Robertson. Pupils sang the 
Gaelic song ’S Truagh nach 
robh mi còmhla riut and enjoyed 
a ceilidh later in the afternoon. 
There was also a fundraising 
ceilidh in the evening.

We’re 
delighted 
with the 
uptake and 
hope to see 
that grow ”

Ally McLeod
Parent council chairman

Fond
farewell to 
Banavie TWENTY six packs of 

kitchen floor tiles were 
stolen from outside a house 
under renovation at Andi-
adan, Glenfinnan.

The theft took place some-
time between January 1 and 
March 1 this year.

In a separate incident, an 
attempt was made to get into 
the Glencoe Studio Gallery 
in Glencoe between 3pm on 
Monday February 29 and 
1pm the following day.

Police are keen to speak 
to anyone who has any 
information about these 
incidents. Call them on 101.

Floor tiles stolen 
from Glenfi nnan 
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SUMMER SHORT COURSES 2016
CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID

20 - 24/06/16 

Learning through Living Culture 
(Gaelic in Flodigarry)

 
04 - 08/07/16 

Piping & Drumming for under 18s

Family Learning Week 

 
18 - 22/07/16 

Gaelic Levels 1, 2, 3, 4

Òrain Ghàidhlig with Christine Primrose

Accordion and Button Box with Addie Harper Jr, 
Robert Nairn & Fergie MacDonald

Gaelic for Irish Speakers (Beginners)

 

25 - 29/07/16 
Exploring Skye with Gaelic 
hosted by Muriel Fisher (Beginners)

01 - 05/08/16
 
Gaelic Levels 1, 3, 5, 7

Gaelic Conversation with Muriel Fisher  (Int. Learners)

Gaelic Conversation with John Urquhart (Adv. Learners)

Gaelic for Irish Speakers (Adv. Learners)
 

 

08 - 12/08/16

Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8

The Music in the Fiddle with Charlie Mckerron

Step-dance with Sophie Stephenson

Beartas Cainnt with John Urquhart

 
15 - 19/08/16

Gaelic  Levels 1, 3, 5, 7, 9

Gaelic Song with Christine Primrose

Gaelic in the Landscape with Roddy Maclean

 
22 - 26/08/16

Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

Digital Photography with Cailean Maclean

Introduction to Irish Gaelic

Learning through Living Culture 
(Gaelic in Flodigarry)

@

cg.smo@uhi.ac.uk

01471 888 240/246

SLEAT in the south of Skye is home to 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, a national centre for 
Gaelic language and culture which offers 
a unique learning and cultural environ-
ment.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig was established in 
1973 and is the only college of its kind 
offering further and 
higher education courses 
through the medium of 
Gaelic, one of the nation-
al languages of Scotland. 
Courses on offer include 
full-time and part-time, 
undergraduate and post-
graduate, distance-learn-
ing courses and short 
courses.

The College’s short 
courses programme has 
grown in popularity 
over the years and each 
year, nearly a thousand 
people of all ages and 
backgrounds come to us 
for instruction in Gaelic, 
Gaelic song, fiddle, 
button-box and accordi-
on, photography and a 
range of other specialist 
subjects offered by a 
talented team of instruc-
tors. These 5-day courses 
are a great way to meet 
new people, learn the 
Gaelic language and 
enjoy a good music session or two in a 
Gaelic campus at the heart of a warm and 
friendly community.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig offers short courses 
for two weeks during Easter and several 
weeks throughout the summer months. 

The college also runs weekend courses 
and workshops, both at SMO and in dif-
ferent communities across Scotland.

Some of the highlights in 2016 include 
regulars such as Gaelic Song with the 
renowned Gaelic singer Christine 
Primrose, Digital Photography with 

Cailean Maclean, Fiddle Weeks with 
Gabe McVarish, Charlie McKerron and 
Alasdair Fraser, and Step-Dancing with 
Sophie Stephenson. This year introduces 
new opportunities for advanced learners 
to continue their progress, and unique 

chances for students of all levels to 
discover Gaelic on Skye, such as Roddy 
Maclean’s new course exploring Gaelic in 
the Scottish landscape.

Evening activities are an essential part 
of the short course experience, and can 
include cèilidhs and concerts, music 

sessions and conver-
sation circles, and 
workshops in singing 
and dancing. This 
encouraging atmos-
phere brings student 
together to engage 
with each other and 
with local Gaelic 
speakers who may 
impart some of their 
stories and knowl-
edge of the area. 

The courses led 
by SMO attracts 
students from all 
over the world in-
cluding Canada, the 
USA, Switzerland, 
Italy, Germany, 
Estonia and Japan. 
The global interest 
in Gaelic is striking 
and continues each 
year, even coming 
from countries that 
might surprise you. 
The Gaelic culture 
is rich in traditions, 

song and music that easily attract others 
to the language. 

Some of our courses are shown here, 
but for a full list and further information, 
please visit our website. Thigibh a chèi-
lidh oirnn!

Join us for a week on the Isle of 
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Glasgow Islay 
Gathering Concert
TRADITION at the Glasgow 
Islay Association annual gathering 
decrees that the artists are kept in 
the ‘green room’ - this year the Elliot 
Library in the Glasgow University 
Union - while the concert goes on 
next door. 

A few of us this year, however, 
sneaked into the Debates’ Chamber 
and enjoyed the concert for ourselves 
and I am so glad we got the opportu-
nity to hear the whole concert in a 
packed hall. 

It really was a wonderful evening, 
chaired eloquently by Gordon Gil-
lies. 

Pipe Major Andrew McCowan 
started the music with a great set on 
the pipes. 

Donald Iain Brown (DI) and 
Catriona Macneil both wowed the 
audience as they have both been 
doing regularly since winning gold 
medals in Oban in October. 

DI had a patriotic Islay crowd sing-
ing along with Carn Air a’ Mhonadh, 
while Catriona achieved similar with 
An t-Eilean Uain’ Ileach. 

Alison Campbell, whose parents 
both hail from the island, delighted 
the audience with superb Gaelic 
singing and showed her versatility 
by performing an enchanting version 
of Feed the Birds from Disney’s Mary 
Poppins. 

It was an honour for me to perform 
a few songs as part of that line-up  
and to finish off the evening along-
side all those artists, and Kirsteen 
Grant on piano, with Soraidh Leibh 
is Oidhche Mhath Leibh. 

Glasgow Islay 
Gathering Dance

AS WE finished off the concert in 
traditional style in the GU Debates 
Chamber, downstairs in the dining 
room, a busy dance was already in 
full flow. 

It was great to see the resurrection 

CLUINNEAR GU TRIC  beachd 
gum bheil tuathanaich gearanach 
ged a bhiodh cùisean a’ dol gu math 
dhaibh. Ach tha fìor dheagh adhbhar 
gearain aca an-dràsta is mòran air a 
bhith a’ feitheamh fad mhìosan ri 
taic ionmhais Eòrpach air am bheil 
iad airidh airson saothair an cuid 
obrach. Tha an dàil seo a’ bualadh 
air croitearan cuideachd agus tha 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba air am bheil 
an t-uallach an t-airgead seo a 
phàigheadh a’ cur coire air siostam 
coimpiutaireachd ùr agus an sgrù-
dadh a dh’fheumas a h-uile tagradh 
mun gabh airgead pàigheadh. Tha e 
furasta a thuigsinn gum faod maill 
de mhìosan ann an teachd-a-steach 
ris am bheil dùil trioblaidean mòra 
adhbharachadh do ghnìomhachas 
sam bith, agus mar as motha an 
tuathanas ’s ann as miosa a bhios an 
anshocair! 

Dha mòran thuathanaich tha an 
suidheachadh fada seachad air an-
shocair agus tha iad ann am fiachan 
dha bancaichean agus marsantan de 
gach seòrsa. 

Tha eagal air cuid gum fuiling stoc 
ri linn nach eil daoine air chomas 
biadh a chumail ri beathaichean suas 
gu àm breith san earrach, agus tha 

moladh ga dhèanamh air buidhnean 
a tha a’ sìneadh creideas.  

Chruinnich còrr air ceud riochdaire 
bhon ghnìomhachas aig coinneamh a 
ghairm Aonadh nan Tuathanach ann 
an Inbhir Ùraidh air an t-seachdain 
seo chaidh agus chualas molaidhean 
bho chuid gun robh còir aig an 
Riaghaltas an taic airgid Eòrpach 
a phàigheadh ged nach biodh sgrù-
daidhean nan tagraidhean deiseil.  
Dh’fhàgadh leithid sin Riaghaltas na 
h-Alba ann an cunnart càin ghoirt 
bhon Aonadh Eòrpach, ach mur a 
tèid an taic a phàigheadh air fad ro 
dheireadh an Ògmhios thig càin orra 
cuideachd! 

Nach iongantach gur iad na tuatha-
naich is croitearan a dh’fheumas 
fulang ri linn uireasbhaidhean anns 
an t-siostam coimpiutaireachd air an 
do chosg an Riaghaltas £180 millean 
gus an taic ionmhais Eòrpach seo a 
làimhseachadh.  

Shaoileadh duine gur iad an 
fheadhainn a dhealbh an siostam a 
bu chòir pàigheadh gus a chur ceart, 
agus nach leigte le duilgheadas 
teicnigeach uimhir de chron a 
dhèanamh air feadh na dùthcha. 
Chan iongnadh gum bheil tuathana-
ich a’ call foighidinn agus gum bheil 

dùil aig cuid aca fianais-ghearain a 
thogail aig Pàrlamaid Dhùn Èideann 
an-diugh fhèin! 

’S neònach mur a bi co-dhiù cuid 
aca ag ràdh riutha fhèin gum bu 
chòir dhaibh cleas nan tuathanach 
Frangach a dhèanamh agus uimhir a 
dh’fhuaim is ùpraid adhbharachadh 
is gum feum Riaghaltas gèilleadh!

AT THE time of writing, farmers 
and crofters from across Scotland 
were planning a major demonstra-
tion at the Scottish Parliament today 
to protest at the continuing delay in 
delivery of EU agricultural support 
payments. 

Many in the industry are facing 
serious hardship, and industry sup-
pliers and banks are being praised 
for extending credit and support. 
Scottish Government has apologised 
and attributes the delays to problems 
with the £180 million computer 
system set up to scrutinise and ad-
minister claims.

It is little wonder that farmers are 
losing patience as they suffer for the 
apparent inadequacy of someone 
else’s IT design!

AileanCaimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

of the Islay dance which hasn’t 
featured on the association calendar 
for some time as a result of falling 
attendances. It was particularly good 
to see it so busy. It was also pleasing 
to read on Facebook the next morn-
ing of so many younger people who 
had so enjoyed attending the dance - 
many of whom had come down from 
Islay especially for the occasion. 

Congratulations to the committee 
for their hard work in organising a 
truly fantastic gathering. 

Here’s to many more busy Glasgow 
Islay annual gathering dances and 
concerts. 

An Ileach in Glasgow 

ONE STORY that particularly 
tickled my sense of humour at 
the Glasgow Islay Gathering was 
told during a funny vote of thanks 
delivered by association patron Sir 
William Stewart. 

It was a personal story he told of 
when he came down to Glasgow for 
the first time with his friends as a 
teenager from Islay. 

With no cinema in Islay, the first 
thing they did was rush to the 
pictures. Not long into the film, the 
people behind them started com-
plaining bitterly that they couldn’t 
see. The group of lads from Islay 
had not realised that the seats folded 
down and had been sitting elevated 
the whole time! 

World premiere in 
Glasgow

THEATRE Gu Leòr and An Lann-
tair will present the world premiere 
of Shrapnel, a play adapted by Catri-
ona Lexy Campbell from the novel 
by Tormod Caimbeul, in the Tron 
Theatre at 8pm on Friday March 11 
and Saturday March 12.

Set in Edinburgh’s deepest, darkest 
underbelly, Shrapnel follows the 
journey of a man on the run for a 
crime he did not commit. 

It follows the enigmatic narrator’s 
every step through the streets of 

Edinburgh as he meets an array 
of extraordinary misfits, whilst 
avoiding the psychopathic former 
detective Walter Shrapnel. 

The play is for Gaelic and 
non-Gaelic speakers. 

As well as Glasgow, the production 
is also travelling, among other places, 
to Edinburgh on March 15 and 16, 
Inverness on March 17,  Plockton on 
March 23, Skye on March 24, North 
Uist on March 26, Barra on March 
28 and Stornoway on April 1 and 2. 

More details of the tour are availa-
ble at www.theatreguleor.co.uk or on 
Facebook and twitter. 

What’s on

Thursday March 10: Mischa 
Macpherson and Noeleen Ni Cholla 
in The Bungo for Gaels Le Chèile.
Thursday March 10: Baile air 
Bhoil: Networks and The Elephant 
Sessions, Glasgow University Queen 
Margaret Union Main Hall.
Friday March 11: Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association annual concert, 
Glasgow University Chapel.
Friday March 11: Clydebank High-
landers’ Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick.
Saturday March 12: Tiree Asso-
ciation Tiree Memories Dance, in 
Glasgow University Union, 8pm.
Thursday March 17: Comunn an 
Taobh an Iar closing concert, Ellan-
gowan Social Club, Milngavie. 
Friday March 18: Glasgow Skye 
Association Cothrom na h-Oigridh 
(Youth Concert), Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street.
Saturday March 19: Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association Òrain is 
Òraid, Crawford Hall, Beith Street.

Pub scene

Islay Inn - Friday March 11: 
Parting Glass. Saturday March 
12: The Keelies. Wednesday 
March 16: quiz night. Park Bar -
Friday March 11: Nicky Mcmichan. 
Saturday March 12: Robert Rob-
ertson. Sunday March 13: Nicky 
Mcmichan.

Inveraray pupils hatch a salmon plan
This week’s fl ashback photograph is from the fi les of The Oban Times and dates back 10 years. In February 2006, thanks 

to  the Argyll Fisheries Trust, Loch Awe Improvement Association and Scottish Natural Heritage, science lessons at 
Inveraray Primary School got very interesting. It was one of fi ve schools in Argyll hatching wild salmon and returning 

the smolts to the river. Pupils Ewan Fyfe, Kyle Renton, Kanisha Kirkhope and Morvern Campbell are seen here with 
Owen Hutchins, fi sheries trust development offi  cer, Tom Paterson, the school janitor, and Richard MacKenzie of 

Loch Awe Improvement Association. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to ‘editor@
obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print 

returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope. 

Dismay and outrage 
at cuts to libraries
Copy of letter to Pat McCann, head 
of Argyll and Bute library services, 
Dunoon.
Dear Pat McCann,

Today saw the last confirmed visit 
of the mobile library to our rural vil-
lage of Dalavich due to the imminent 
cuts by Argyll and Bute Council.

I am writing to express my dismay 
and outrage which I know is felt by 
many.

Villagers of all ages use the library, 
the arrival being eagerly-anticipated 
once a month all year round. It is a 
point of contact and social emollient 
bringing together all ages and social 
backgrounds, culminating in a vi-
brant book club, until recently.

We had access to a broad spectrum 
of authors and titles and were intro-
duced to new books easily on request, 
Gordon Swanson, our exceptional 
librarian mostly obtaining books by 
the next visit. Very often I sampled a 
book before purchasing, enabling me 
to make better choices.

The entertainment value for house-
bound elderly cannot be under-sesti-
mated. Children, often of pre-school 
age, were led in wonderment by 
their mothers into the new world of 
free books in the magic place of the 
mobile library, parked just outside 
their homes. The effect need not be 
overstated.

As a vibrant, small community 
our local interest groups have been 
fuelled by specific interest books 
available on request - arts and crafts, 
biographies on specific artists, 
gardening and cookery. Sensitive 
response to special interests such as 
war history and marine archives were 
more flexibly sourced and responded 
well to the requests of individuals.

Not everyone has easy access to a 
computer and not all information 
can be readily ‘googled’.

Libraries in towns cannot replace 
the special features that a rural 
mobile library can give an isolated 
community.

Has this exquisite resource been 
dismissed in the effort to save 
£50,000 when the wider picture 
reveals anomaly after anomaly.

Dr Liane Taylor-Jurak.

Delighted at walk 
down memory lane

Sir,
I was delighted to see the photo-
graph of some of my fellow pupils 
and be reminded of some forgotten 
names, The Oban Times, flashback 
photograph, February 18. 

I think the unidentified woman 
might have been that year’s visiting 
French student or Mademoiselle.

I was interested that Molly Colthart 
contributed the photograph and that 
Allan Campbell was present. Both 
of them were in the same class as me 
throughout Rockfield primary and 
into Oban High School.  

When I was in primary school, like 
the rest of my generation, I was fasci-
nated by the silver screen. 

Not for me the cowboys and Indi-
ans, Tarzan or the Gangsters. My 
stars were Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers. I wanted to tap dance wear-
ing all the gear.   

Sadly Highland dancing was all 

that was on offer in 1940s Oban.  
Unwisely I mentioned my aspirations 
to Allan Campbell who immediately 
told me that Molly and he attended 
lessons every Saturday afternoon in 
the Royal Hotel - Molly in a glitter-
ing ballgown, him in a bow tie and 
tuxedo.  

There were no places available.  
I never ever found out if all this 
was true or was Allan having me on. 
Thanking you for your assistance. 

Iain Clark.

More needs to spent 
on Argyll’s roads

Sir,
I note your recent report that a 1 km 
stretch of the A83 near Auchindrain 
is to be resurfaced. 

While this is better than nothing, 
there are many more stretches of the 
trunk road network in Argyll which 
urgently require resurfacing.

The SNP government must allocate 
far more spending to the Argyll trunk 
road network, otherwise motorists 
will continue to have to pay out for 
repairs due to the damage caused by 
the many potholes.

Alan Reid, Liberal Democrat can-
didate for Argyll and Bute, Dunoon.

Changes would have 
boosted education 

Sir,
It is remarkable that £10m of cuts 
to council services and jobs have 
attracted so little comment. 

However, there are some key points 
of difference that are worth high-
lighting.

The SNP amendment would have 
put £1.4m more into education than 
the administration budget. The SNP 
is clear that good quality education is 
an absolute priority for our children 
to fulfil their potential and to attract 
new young families to the area.

The administration thought hang-
ing baskets more important than 
school librarians. Hopefully this cut 
will be reversed after the public out-
cry as the council has enough spare 
cash to pay for school librarians nine 
times over.

The confusion of the administra-
tion is shown by them setting aside 
£1.5m in a fund to attract more jobs 
and people to Argyll but setting aside 
£3.5m in a fund to make hundreds of 
Council staff redundant.

Councillor James Robb.

`Maids of Morvern’     
a courtesy title
Sir,
May I add a small correction to Mr 
Robertson’s excellent letter and fine 
painting of King George V which 
appeared in The Oban Times? 

The water-falls which tumble over 
the cliffs between Ardtornish Castle 
and Inniemore Bay are often blown 
upwards in a SW gale, known locally 
as ‘The Morvern Witches’. 

The ‘Maid(s) of Morvern’ is the 
courtesy title given to the eldest 
daughter of the Chiefs of the Ma-
cleans of Duart and Morvern in 
company with the eldest daughter of 
the MacDougalls of Dunollie who is 
styled, ‘The Maid of Lorn’.

Sir Harold Boulton (1859-1935) 
composed a song called the Maiden 
of Morven which captures the atmos-
phere and beauty of the area. The 
first stanza is:

Moan ye winds that never sleep,
Howl ye spirits of the deep,
Roar ye torrents down the steep
Roll ye mists on Morven.

Iain Thornber, Morvern.

No radio, so captains 
looked at waterfalls 

Sir,
I enjoyed Tom Robertson’s letter 
and painting regarding the ‘Maids of 
Morvern’.

I thought readers might be interest-
ed in a photograph taken from MV 
Clansman a few years ago.

Many years ago, when ferries used 
to call into Lochaline on their way 
to Tobermory and the islands from 
Oban and the waterfalls were going 
back up the hill, it was a sure indica-
tion it would be unwise to attempt to 
berth at Lochaline.

One might have been able to berth 
at the pier, but it would be highly 
unlikely that one would be able to 
get off again so the ferry would carry 
up the Sound of Mull to Tobermory.

In those far off days before mobile 
phones, Lochaline pier did not even 
have VHF ship to shore radio to 
contact the ferry so they used to hoist 
a flag to let the ferry know if they had 
any passengers who wanted to board. 
How times have changed. I also re-
member one captain saying when he 
saw the waterfalls being blown back 
‘the Maids are weeping today’.

Charlie McCurdy, Hunters Quay, 
Argyll.

The ‘Maids of Morvern’ taken from the MV Clansman.

IT IS not because Billy Irving is white, or because 
he is Scottish, or because he served his Queen 
and country that many people, including local 

politicians, seem to be uncomfortable with his impris-
onment in India.

The unease comes from the overwhelming evidence 
shown to the courts, and anyone who will listen, that 
proves Billy and his 34 international colleagues are 
innocent of the crimes they are charged with. 

These men were at work in dangerous seas believing 
they had all the neccessary paperwork to be where 
they were. So why are they in a Chennai prison and the 
boat’s owners are across the world avoiding questions? 

Newspapers like to provide readers with answers. But 
it is equally important, in the first instance, to ask the 
questions that need to be asked.

If the Prime Minister and the Foreign Office minis-
ter can’t get questions answered, then who can?
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Dunbeg Primary School P6 & P7 in aid of Sport Relief

Pleased to support 
Sport Relief 2016

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION
Telephone: 01631 562784

SPORT RELIEF brings the entire nation together to get 
active, raise cash and change lives. Since 2002, Sport 
Relief has raised over £262 million. The money raised by 
the public is spent by Comic Relief to help people living 
incredibly tough lives, across the UK and the world’s 
poorest communities. Locally, Dunbeg Primary School is 
taking part. 

Sport Relief 2016 will take place from Friday 18th to 
Sunday 20th March 2016. Participants can run, swim, 
cycle or even walk themselves proud at events across the 
country. There’s a distance for everyone in the Sport Relief 
Games, whether one is sporty or not.  The public is invited 
to do any exercise that takes their fancy – swimming, a 
gym workout, Pilates, yoga, or even a long walk. It’ll do 
wonders for overall body strength and it’s a great way to 
stay motivated.

SPORT RELIEF OFFERS THIS ADVICE FOR THOSE 

GETTING READY TO TAKE PART IN THE BIG DAY:

Warm up and cool down: 
Remember to do this before and after every training session. 
It helps prevent muscle damage and aids recovery, so you’re 
ready and raring to go for your next session! 
Refuel: 
All this training is thirsty work so drink water before and after 
your sessions. You could even take a drink with you if you 
think you’ll need one. 
Rest: 
Your rest days are important. They’ll help ease any soreness 
and give muscles a little break. Enjoy it, you’ll have earned it! 
Keep moving: The name of the game is to keep going. If you 
feel you need to stop, try to just keep moving a little, and 
restart fully when you feel able to.

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?
Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144
www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk
PO BOX 9576, Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

cathibertin@btconnect.com
In aid of Sport Relief

Caitlin

Primary 7

Rosie Dairon

Primary 6

Innes Munro

Primary 7

Rachel Sinclair

Primary 7

Emily 

MacIntyre

Primary 7

Aonghas 

MacKichan

Primary 7

Charis Simpson

Primary 6

Mairi Inglis

Primary 7

Find out more at www.sportrelief.com

18th - 20th March

Happy to 
support
Sport
Relief

Lochavullin Drive, Oban
www.lidl.co.uk

Tilly

Primary 6

Katie MacEwan

Primary 6
Rachel Sinclair

Primary 7

Emily MacIntre

Primary 7
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The groom 
with va-va-
voom!

From spas 
to bars

The perfect 
getaway

It’s time to focus on the guys! As with wedding 
dresses, groomswear goes through trends.

Hen and stag parties have moved on from an 
evening at the local pub with a gaggle of pals.

In a world where many people have already 
travelled extensively, there are new trends 
emerging for honeymooners in search of that 
‘wow’ factor.

Groomswear
Back in the day, morning suits 
were all the rage, and before that, 
Edwardian style suits. But today, the 
trend is towards more informal and 
individual- really, almost anything 
goes. Choosing the right attire for 
your special day is a combination 
of taste, time of day and style of the 

to ask yourself ‘Formal or casual?’ 
Once you decide that, here is a look 
at what is available:

Formal wear
The Morning Dress/Suit: A 

traditional choice consisting of a 
tailcoat, waistcoat, and (striped) 
trousers. Morning suits should only 
be worn for noon/early afternoon 
weddings.

The Tuxedo: Classic black tie 
evening wear, complete with 
satin-striped trousers and bow tie 
(cummerbund optional). Should 
be worn to evening weddings 
only. Avoid coloured bows and 
cummerbunds at all cost (we’re not 
in 1983!).

Dress Kilt: Kilts are a romantic 

Highland tradition that is very popular 
in this part of the world, especially if 
you have your own tartan. Pair with 

a dashing look. The groomsman and 
ushers can wear their own tartans 
for a mix and match look, or hire 
matching tartans. 

In the casual corner we have:
Casual Suit/Jacket: A linen or 

cotton suit makes a casual and very 

summer groom. In winter, try a wool 
jacket and trousers instead. Either 
can be accessorised with a great 
bow-tie to make a groom stand out in 
a fun and relaxed way.

Modern Day Suit: Simple, elegant, 

the groom) two piece suit and easily 
accessorised with a fun colourful tie 
to coordinate with the bridal party. 
Choose a slim cut three piece suit for 
a dapper alternative. 

Waistcoat & Bowtie/tie: Relaxed 
and informal look for a groom, best 
for a summer wedding. Probably best 
to buy a jacket to fall back on just in 
case!

These days, friends of the bridal party 
can expect an invite for anything from 
a weekend to a week of organised 
fun at home or abroad. And while we 
can’t help you with the invite list, the 
politics of who will sit next to who at 
dinner, or where to get your gag gifts, 
we can help you to decide whether 
to stay at home or take the party 
abroad.

Edinburgh or Ibiza? Glasgow or 
Barcelona? London or New York? 
Or what about staying home? When 
it comes to organising a stag or hen 
party, there are a huge number of 
excellent destinations that will help 
to make those last nights of freedom 
unforgettable. 

When it comes to organising 
activities for the group close to home, 
your options are limitless: paintballing, 
cocktail making, spa days, boat trips, 
clay pigeon shooting… the list goes 
on. Take the party abroad and the 
sights and culture of your destination 
generally take over.

Staying closer to home is great for 
larger hen and stag groups who don’t 
know each other well. Trips abroad 

are perfect for more intimate groups 
of lads or ladies who will be happy 
touring the attractions before hitting 
the bars.

For stags, Prague, renowned as 
a stag destination, holds the top 
spot for overseas destinations with 
Barcelona, Benidorm, Budapest and 
Riga making up the rest of the top 

Newcastle, Bournemouth, Bristol, 
Edinburgh and London.

Spain is the most popular destination 
overall for hen parties abroad with 
Marbella, Barcelona and Benidorm 
making up the top three destinations. 
Dublin and Amsterdam complete the 

as a one to watch for hens.
A stag or hen party, just like life, 

is what you make it. The bride or 
groom can have a fabulous time in 
Lochgilphead or Las Vegas. The most 
unforgettable memories are often 
those forged with spontaneity at their 

organised fun and games, wherever 
you go!

Introducing the Combo-Moons- 
Made especially for those eager to 
get more for their money and more 
out of their honeymoon by combining 
both adventure with relaxation. The 
perfect balance to start married life!  
Popular trends in combos have seen 
Japan tied with Hawaii, Botswana 

paired with Australia. Other ways to 
combo-up, see couples taking trips 
to former Dutch or French colonies 
which can’t be reached directly from 

Amsterdam or Paris to spend a few 
nights of city romance, followed by 
more tropical times in places such as 
St Barts in the Caribbean or French 
Polynesia Bora Bora. Maybe there 
is such a thing as having the best of 
both worlds?

Ticking off bucket list dreams is also 
becoming an increasingly popular 
trend, with newlyweds trading in 
relaxation for Adventure-moons. 

Popular bucket list ticks include 
trekking to Machu Picchu in Peru, 
open top Route 66 drives across the 

and visits to the Taj Mahal. In the 

real life experiences, seek out local 

your chosen destination to have that 
real once in a life time experience.

For those with less time on their 
hands, Mini-moons include a shorter 
break straight after the wedding, which 
is then followed by a longer break 
later in the year. The Palmeraie area 
of Marrakech is a great choice for mini 
mooner’s looking for a relaxing break 
in the sun. Other popular destinations 
include the emerging Turkish spot of 

long-haul destination, complete with 
idyllic white-sand beaches.

time- what more could we ask for?

part 2

Loch Fyne Oysters
The Write Image Photography

Specsavers
The Ardanaiseig Hotel

Oban Chocolate Company
Thistle Do Stationery

The Little Bespoke Bakery
Cromlech Events

The Thistle and The Rose Florist
The Corran Halls

Spruce Hairdressing
Priváge

Chalmers of Oban
Silver Laced Catering

Rutherfords Hairdressing
Marina’s Bridal

Portsonachan Hotel
The Flower Shop

Creations 4 Occasions
Trinity Hairdressing

MyDentist
Argyll & Bute Registrars

Ceilidh’s Homet 
Niki Currie Make-Up Artist

LJ Photography

Our fantastic 
line-up of 
exhibitors 
at The 
Oban Times 
Highland 
Wedding 
Show 
includes:
More to come - see full 
line-up in next week’s 
Oban Times.

Chalmers of Oban

Thistle Do Crafts

BE PART OF A PROUD HERITAGEOf Oban
George Street, Oban, Argyll. PA34 5SF
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Stationery
and favours

Choosing a 
photographer

They say success is in the details, and it’s 
no different with a wedding. Stationery and 
favours may seem like small niceties, but they 

guests. Check out our fun ideas and see how 
you can get creative!

There are a whole host of people out there that 
would love to be your wedding photographer.

Stationery
Unless it’s a small casual affair, your 
day will require wedding stationery. 
You’ll need invitations, along with 
RSVP cards, inserts and place cards, 
thank you cards and, for large affairs, 
a programme.

The price per piece can vary widely- 
it all depends on the design, ink, 
typeface, printing process, paper 
and quantity. Top-of-the-line papers, 
colour ink, formal printing techniques 
(like letterpress and engraving) and 
custom design will add to your costs, 
as will decorative extras like envelope 
liners and multiple enclosures. 

Order your menu cards, programs 
and thank-you notes with your 
invitations. That way, your stationer 
can include all of the pieces in one 
order, which may save you money 
and time. Also, don’t forget those little 
items like favour tags and welcome 
bag notes.

Some of our favourite trends in 
wedding stationery:

Calligraphy inspired. Forget 
patterns and cute motifs- this trend 
is straight from the hand. Pretty 
penmanship, ornate calligraphy and 

Custom monograms—not the 
letter-locking designs of the past—
are taking on a whole new look, with 
elements that are meaningful and 
representative of the to-be-weds. 
Steal this idea for everything, from 
your wedding invitations and cocktail 
napkins. 

Gold foil. It’s hard to compete with 
this glitzy trend. Gold foil is popping 
up everywhere, from invitation text to 
small escort details. Be adventurous 
with a heavily patterned gold design, 
or use the technique to highlight your 

names or your wedding date. Silver 
foil is a close runner-up, and copper 
is not far behind. Consider mixing 
two metallic foils for a daring design.
Favours
How to make sure your guests 
will eagerly snap up their favours? 
Make them edible, make them 
memorable, and maybe even make 
them yourself.  Here are some ideas 
to get you going: 

Getting married at the beach? Give 
boxes of saltwater taffy (preferably 
from a local purveyor) tied with ribbon 
in your wedding colours. For a barn 
wedding, present your guests with 
jars of local jam or honey to echo 
your wedding theme.  

In the fall, caramel apples decorated 
with sprinkles in your wedding 
colours are hard to resist.  For a 
winter wedding, a few teabags in a 
decorative box together with some 
elegant tea cookies will let your 
guests reminisce about your wedding 

For spring and summer consider 
seed packets tied with ribbon, or 
a heart-shaped card made out of 
handmade paper embedded with 

can plant where they wish. Or place 
one tulip and two crocus bulbs each 
in tulle squares, tied with ribbon 
that matches your wedding colours.  
Another option that provides visual 
impact at your reception is to place 
small plants in pots painted in your 
wedding colours, or wrapped in 
matching fabric, at each setting.  

And one favour that is always 
popular- wine. Many wineries will 
sell miniature bottles of wine, and 
custom-print labels for you, or you 
can print your own. 

the right one for you, but it all comes 
down to three main things to look for.

Do you like the photographer’s 
style? 

Look on a prospective 
photographer’s website. Look 
through examples of his or her work, 
or if they have a studio go in and 
have a look around. This can give you 
some idea of how the photographer 
works, and if you like what you see 
then they should be able to do the 
same for you.

Can the wedding photographer do 
the job within your budget? 

There is always a limit to how much 
you can spend on your wedding 

someone who does amazing shoots 
but then charges you the earth for 
the time and prints afterwards. So 
always look at the small print and see 
exactly what you will be getting for 
your money.

Does the photographer have a right 
character for your wedding?

Always arrange a meeting with the 
photographer or their company. Talk 
to them and get to know them just 
a little. You need to know if this is 
someone you can work with or even 

Brides and Grooms are invited along to this fabulous event! Enjoy 

and make-up showcase and the opportunity to meet, greet and 
discuss your special day with local wedding specialists!

Bridalwear, Menswear, Venues, Photography, Flowers, Stationery, Cakes, 
Favours, Event Decor, Hair, Make-Up, Beauty, Music and much more!

PLUS FANTASTIC FREE PRIZE DRAW!
Don’t miss this important date, for your important date!

Sunday 20th March 2016 
10am-5pm, Corran Halls, Oban - FREE Admission

Getting Married?
Come along to the

For futher information contact Nicky Murphy on 07786 861266 or nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

like. You need to look for someone 
who is not too shy so they can get 
people together for the shots you 
want. On the other hand 
you do not 
want the 
w e d d i n g 
photographer 
who is so 
o v e r p o w e r i n g 
that they take over your 
wedding.

Remember these photos will be a 
record of your big day that you will 
be looking upon for years to come, 
so take your time in choosing a 
photographer!
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

Across
1 One of an America Indian people (6)
4 It has points in the desert (6)
9 Chauffer-driven vehicle! (7)
10 Exhausted, broken (5)
11 Warm and damp (5)
12 Describing me, and now you (7)
13 Fussy (3-8)
18 Performance of music (7)
20 Back in (5)
22 A concept by Niccoló Machiavelli 

centered on the ability of a leader (5)
23 Instrument when blown by oneself, is 

boastful! (7)
24 Jams (3-3)
25 British man (6)

Down
1 Young dragonflies (6)
2 Poison (5)
3 Black bird (7)
5 Lower joint of the leg (5)
6 Without the upper half (7)
7 Detonate (3,3)
8 Something which doesn't usually occur 

(11)
14 Alfalfa (7)
15 Encourage (7)
16 Iron stand (6)
17 Information found at the bottom of the 

page (6)
19 Card game like the sound from an 

instrument (5)
21 November birthstone (5)

MUSICIANS are 
tuning up for the 42nd 
Lochaber Music Fes-
tival, which gets under 
way tomorrow (Friday).

The week-long event, 
March 11-17, is a high-
light in the traditional 
music scene and will 
culminate in a Great 
Festival Concert.

Just under 350 entries 
have been submitted for 
the competition, which 
is open to children and 
adults, with adjudica-
tors from the British 
and International 
Federation of Festivals.

Lilian Macdonald, 
chairperson of the 
festival committee, said: 
‘This is the event we 
build up to. We feel it’s 
an opportunity we can 
give young people and 
gives them something to 
work towards each year.’

The event will start 
on Friday in Lochaber 
High School hostel with 
chanter at 10.30am and 
piping at 2pm.

On Saturday there will 
be piping at 10.30am, 
fiddle and clarsach at 
10am and accordion 
and premier Scots tra-
ditional award at 2pm, 
all in the high school.

Monday will see verse 
speaking at 9.30am 
and 1.45pm in the 

Alexandra Hotel; vocal 
at 9.30am and 1.45pm 
at Lochaber Gaelic 
Primary School, and 
strings and vocal at 7pm 
in Kilmallie hall.

Verse speaking will 
start off Tuesday’s 
programme at 9.30am 
in the Ben Nevis Hotel. 
Strings and group mu-
sic-making is at 9.30am 
in Kilmallie hall, with 
piano in the same venue 
at 2pm.

At Lochaber High 
School hostel, wood-
wind and brass starts at 
1.45pm, Scottish coun-
try dancing is at 5.30pm 
in Kilmallie hall, and 
young musician of the 
year, premier vocal 
and instrumental com-
petitions and wind en-
sembles will be held in 
Lochaber High School 
hall at 7pm.

On Wednesday, 
in Kilmallie hall at 
9.30am there will be 
choirs, action drama, 
group music-making 
and family ensembles. 
At the same time, 
brass competitions take 
place in Lochaber High 
School hostel.

The grand festival 
concert will close the 
event on Thursday in 
Lochaber High School 
at 7pm.

THIS year’s Family 
Learning event for 
G a e l i c - s p e a k i n g 
families will be held 
at Skye’s Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig.

The week-long event, 
beginning Monday July 
4, offers parents the 
opportunity to attend 
one of the college’s 
language courses, while 
their children take 
part in sports, arts and 
other activities, such as 

archery and kayaking, 
through the medium of 
Gaelic.

For more information, 
and for an application 
form, families should 
contact the project 
co-ordinator by e-mail 
on flw.clad@yahoo.
co.uk or by telephone 
on 0780 591 8509.

Application forms 
must be returned to the 
project co-ordinator by 
March 30 at the latest.

THE 30th annual Fiddlers 
rally in Fort William brought 
together 40 musicians from 
throughout Scotland.

Organisers Lochaber 
Strathspey and Reel Society 

said the rally at the Nevis 
Centre last Friday was a huge 
success.

There were performances 
from Lochaber Gaelic primary 
school choir, fiddler Maurice 

Duncan from Oban and singer 
Hannah Calder.

Fiddlers came from Fife, 
Bearsden, Oban and Caithness 
to join the orchestra for a num-
ber of crowd-pleasing songs.

Linda Campbell, secretary 
of Lochaber Strathspey and 
Reel Society, and pianist, said: 
‘It was a great night and thor-
oughly enjoyed by all. It’s good 
preparation for the 2017 MOD 

in Lochaber.
‘We’re always looking for new 

members who play fiddle or 
accordion. Anyone interested 
can contact me on 01397 700 
800.’

Mary Adam conducted the Fiddlers rally at the Nevis Centre. Photo: John Paul Peebles, Abrightside Photography. F11fi ddlersrally_30th annual fi ddlers event

Superb Fiddlers Rally shows off  
outstanding talent

Tuning up 
for the 42nd 
Festival

Learning for 
Gaelic families

Accordion and Fiddle Club
Captions (clockwise from top left): Seamus Macarthur plays solo with his two-row button box at Oban 

accordion and fi ddle club monthly meeting recently. t11obanfi ddle1(KM)_club_leisure

Young Alexander MacDonald, a star of the future, with his tutor Sileas Sinclair, entertains the audience. 
t11obanfi ddle2(KM)_club_leisure 

Guest band for the evening was the Gary Sutherland Trio from Fife. Gary, right, was joined by his 
brother Alan on drums and John Burns on second accordion.  t11obanfi ddle3(KM)_club_leisure

Young Donnie MacCorquodale from Achnaba got people’s feet tapping with a set of pipe marches. 
He was accompanied by his sister Mhairi on piano and his tutor Sileas Sinclair, left, on the second box. 

Photographs: Kevin McGlynn. t11obanfi ddle4(KM)_club_leisure

SUMMER MOORING
APRIL-SEPT

£900.00 - 30 MIN SOUTH OF OBAN
FREE WIFI, PARKING, DRY DINGHY 

STORAGE, HOT SHOWERS
LAUNDRY FACILITIES, 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL

MELFORT PIER - 01852-200-333

DECLAN NERNEY & BAND

Top Irish Box Offi  ce 

Attraction
Don’t
Miss

APPEARING LIVE IN RAILWAY CLUB, 

FORT WILLIAM

On Thursday 31st March
Doors Open 7.30pm Show Time 8.00pm

Tickets £14 On Sale From Club Or 

Tel  01463 221268

IF YOU like virtuoso violin playing, 
whether that’s jazz, classic, folk or 
gypsy fiddle, then come along to St 
John’s, Oban on Sunday March 13, 
where the Tim Kliphuis Trio will be 
making a welcome return.

Tim is a classically trained violinist, 
much influenced by Stephan Grap-
pelli and the jazz greats, and the Trio 
includes Nick Clark on guitar and 
Roy Percy on bass. Their playing has 
been has been described by Time Out 

as ‘prodigiously talented, fearsomely 
fast and fun’. 

Imagine, if you can, a blend of 
Vivaldi, Django Reinhardt, Grieg 
and Duke Ellington, together with 
Celtic traditions, and you will have 
some idea of what to expect from 
this very popular and original group.

So come along and tap your feet. 
The concert starts at 3pm on Sunday 
March 13, tickets available on the 
door.

Tim Kliphuis Trio OBAN MUSIC 

SOCIETY CONCERT
SUNDAY 13TH MARCH

ST.JOHN’S CATHEDRAL AT 3.00P.M.
A concert of  jazz, classic, folk and gypsy 
fi ddle by the Internationally acclaimed

TIM KLIPHUIS TRIO
Non members welcome. Tickets £10 at the door. 

Children Free.

SKYE CEILIDH
West End Hotel, 

Fort William
Saturday 19th March 

@ 7.30pm
Artistes include: Catriona 
Fair, Calum Ross, Maggie 

MacDonald,
Donald Murray, Ruairidh 

Cormack
Admission £10

Highlands & Islands
Music & Dance Festival

2016 Syllabus and 
Entry Forms

Now available at Oban 
Music and online at

www.obanfestival.org
Closing date for entries 

March 14, 2016
Reg Charity No SCO10287
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 

1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 

Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 

Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 

Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 

1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 

1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 

Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 

with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 

Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 

with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 

2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 

Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 

with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 

Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-

Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports 

View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 

Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 

with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 

Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 

Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 

Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 

2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

on

e 

11 March - 17 March 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 

112mins
Sat: 12.20, Sun: 12.20
Through a series of misunderstandings, Alvin, Simon 
and Theodore come to believe that Dave is going to 
propose to his new girlfriend in New York City - and 
dump them. They have three days to get to him and 
stop the proposal.

Deadpool (15) 128mins
Fri: 18.20, Mon: Tue, Wed, Thu, 18.20
Based upon Marvel Comics most unconventional an-
ti-hero, DEADPOOL tells the origin story of former Spe-
cial Forces operative turned mercenary Wade Wilson, 
who after being subjected to a rogue experiment that 
leaves him with accelerated healing powers, adopts the 
alter ego Deadpool. 

Grimsby (15) 102 mins
Fri: 16.30, 20.35, Sat: 19.00, 20.50, Sun: 19.00, 21.20, 
Mon: 16.30, 20.35, Tue: 16.30, 20.40, Wed: 16.30, 20.35, 
Thu: 16.30, 20.40
MI6’s top assassin (Mark Strong) has a brother. Unfortu-
nately for him, he’s an English football hooligan (Sacha 
Baron Cohen) from the town of Grimsby. Nobby has 
everything a man from the poor English fishing town of 
Grimsby could want - 9 children and the most attractive 
girlfriend in northern England (Rebel Wilson). There’s 
only one thing missing in his life: his little brother, 
Sebastian. After they were adopted by different families 
as children, Nobby spent 28 years searching for him. 
Upon hearing of his location, Nobby sets off to reunite 
with his brother, unaware that not only is his brother an 
MI6 agent, but he’s just uncovered a plot that puts the 
world in danger. On the run and wrongfully accused, 
Sebastian realizes that if he is going to save the world, 
he will need the help of its biggest idiot.

How to be Single (15) 130 mins
Fri: 20.40, Sat: 18.20, 21.00 Sun: 19.00, 21.00, Mon: 20.40, 
Tue: 20.30, Wed: 20.40, Thu: 20.30
There’s a right way to be single, a wrong way to be 
single, and then...there’s Alice. And Robin. Lucy. Meg. 
Tom. David. New York City is full of lonely hearts seeking 
the right match, be it a love connection, a hook-up, or 
something in the middle. 

Kids Club: Shrek (U) 87 mins
Sat: 12.00
Children’s Classic. After his swamp is filled with magical 
creatures, an ogre agrees to rescue a princess for a 
villainous lord in order to get his land back. Adults & 
Children £2 entry.

Kung Fu Panda 3  (PG) 115 mins
Fri: 16.10, Sat: 13.50, 16.45, Sun: 12.00, 16.45, Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Thu: 16.10
When Po’s long-lost panda father suddenly reappears, 
the reunited duo travels to a secret panda paradise 
to meet scores of hilarious new panda characters. But 
when the supernatural villain Kai begins to sweep 
across China defeating all the kung fu masters, Po must 
do the impossible-learn to train a village full of his 
fun-loving, clumsy brethren to become the ultimate 
band of Kung Fu Pandas.

Dad’s Army (PG) 119mins 
Parent and baby screening Tue: 11.30
The Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard platoon deal with 
a visiting female journalist and a German spy as World 
War II draws to its conclusion.

The King’s Speech - Community Screen (12A) 

120 mins
Community Screen - Concessions (age 60+) entry just 
£2.50! Includes complimentary tea and cake. The King’s 
Speech tells the story of the relationship between 
Britain’s reluctant King George VI, plagued by a nervous 
stammer, and the unorthodox Australian speech thera-
pist who helps him.

Zoolander 2 (12A) 122 min
Fri: 18.20, Sat: 14.30, 16.00 Sun: 14.30, 16.45 Mon, Tue, 
Wed, Thu: 18.20
Derek and Hansel are modelling again when an op-
posing company attempts to take them out from the 
business.

Coming Soon: 
Batman Vs Superman – 25 March

Eddie The Eagle – 28 March

Application Form
Name. ......................................................................................................................................................
Address. ..................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
Email .......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child (£10.80)❏  Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. ......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child over 3 (£10.80)❏  (tick box selection)
Name.......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child over 3 (£10.80)❏  (tick box selection)
Name.......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child over 3 (£10.80)❏  (tick box selection)

❏ I have enclosed all photographs required ❏ Cheque enclosed (postal applications only)

2016 APPLICATION FORM

ON
E 

YE
AR

 U
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ITED ENTRY ONE YEAR UNLIM
ITED ENTRY ONE YEAR UNLIM

ITE
D 

EN
TR

Y

Adult 
£13.20

Children

£10.80 

Annual pass 
READER OFFER

Pay once and come back all year when you claim your 12 month local resident’s Sea Life Annual 
Pass for the cost of just one admission.  Customers can use their pass at both the Oban and Loch 
Lomond Sea Life sites. Visit the seal sanctuary on the shores of Loch Creran near Oban or see 
Scotland’s only Giant Green Sea Turtle at the Loch Lomond Sea Life Aquarium.

Claim your pass, using the Oban Times application form, and pay just £13.20. A child’s annual pass will 
cost just £10.80. Children under three go free of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you to 12 months 
unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary Oban and Sea Life Loch Lomond Aquarium, 20% 
discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary and Loch Lomond gift shops, 20% off hot drinks at the centres, a half 
price guide book and entry to our special events at both sites including our Easter Eggstravaganza and 
Santa at Sea Life fun day to name a few.

To claim this offer, complete the below application form and, along with an up to date passport sized 
photograph, take it along to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban (photos are required for both adult 
and child passes). This offer is valid until March 31st 2016. You can also post your application, complete 
with a stamped self-addressed envelope, photo and a cheque for the appropriate amount, made 
payable to Merlin Entertainments, to Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE.

Terms and conditions apply. Photocopied application forms will not be accepted.Offer valid until March 31, 2016. Vouchers cannot be redeemed between March 
25 and 28. Digital users: If you are reading the digital edition of The Oban Times and would like to apply for this offer, please call 01631 568000 or email your 
name, postal address and email address to readeroffer@obantimes.co.uk and we will arrange the relevant form to be posted to you.

There is no man in Western 
Scotland who is the subject 
of so many stories as Fergie 
MacDonald. 
This is no accident.  The 
word ‘legend’ does not do 
justice to this anomaly of 
human energy.  All who 
meet him are instantly 
aware that they are not 
having an encounter with 
someone who is in any way 
normal!   The mere mention 
of his name in a company 
will instantly make people 
smile, and bring on an 
endless stream of  ‘Fergie 
Stories’.  All are told and 
received with a collective 
feeling of warmth, respect, 
love and adoration for this 
multifaceted character of 
musical genius.  

Fergie has had a full and 
varied life.   In his time, he 
has been a physiotherapist, 
army P.T. instructor, High-
land Games athlete, hotel-
ier, poacher, gamekeeper, 
deer manager, clay target 
shooting internationalist, 
writer and historian.  His 
music though, is what he 
is most famous for, and it’s 
why, when I was nine, he 
became one of my heroes.

My first experience of Fer-
gie was hearing the cassette 
tape Kings of the Button-Key 

Box.  The recording was 
a collaboration with Iain 
MacLachlan, and even to 
a nine-year-old, the energy 
and unique styles of these 
two giants of West Coast 
Music was obvious. 

I remember distinctly 
being aware of the smooth 
effortless, understated con-
trol and swing of MacLach-
lan, being followed on the 
next track by Fergie who 
would punch in with exu-
berant panache and flair, 
and, as with his character, 
there was certainly nothing 
understated about it!  This 
was the second recording 
that I ever owned and over 
the last 27 years it has never 
ceased to excite me when 
played.  

His musical accomplish-
ments are impressive and 
numerous – from reaching 
number 1 in the Scottish 
Hit Parade with The Loch 
Maree Islands in 1966 to 
hitting number 1 in the 
World Music download 
charts nearly 50 years later 
with The Shinty Referee.  

On the journey between 
these momentous achieve-
ments he has packed out 
dance halls all over Scot-
land and beyond, released 
more than 30 recordings, 

taken part in countless 
television and radio broad-
casts, been banned and 
reinstated by the BBC, be-
come recognised as one of 
the country’s most prolific 
composers and, as referred 
to above, had a genre of 
narrative named after him.  

I don’t think it will be long 
before we will be going into 
bookshops and as well as 
finding short stories and 
fairy stories, there will be 
whole sections of Fergie 
stories – some may be 
x-rated!

His career has spanned 
an incredible 63 years, 
so far, and he shows little 
sign of bringing it to an 
end. Unbelievably, he will 
be 79 in April and he still 
has more energy that most 
19-year-olds!

Fergie exudes positivity, 
optimism and good hu-
mour.  Like many folk in 
life who hold a richness 
of character and positive 
energy, it has not been 
reached without adversity.  
Having triumphed through 
his widely known and con-
siderable personal battles, 
Fergie has shone through 
to become the legend he is 
and the undisputed Ceilidh 
King.

Fergie - the undisputed 

Ceilidh King

A RARE Jacobean bed hanging 
has been discovered hidden in the 
attic of Dunollie House.

The 17th-century fabric, which 
would have hung upon a four-poster 
bed, was found in a trunk, bundled 
up in a pillowcase, during works to 
preserve historic Dunollie Castle, 
north of Oban. The castle was the 
ancestral home of MacDougall clan 
chiefs until the family built Dunol-
lie House nearby in 1746.

‘It’s another of those moments we 
have all the time at Dunollie, when 
you routinely find such amazing 
things,’ Dunollie’s heritage director 
Catherine Gillies told us: ‘It’s been 
a privilege, a highlight of a career.

‘The textile collection from 
Dunollie is out of this world: I will 
never work with a collection of 

such high quality, on such a long 
timeline, in such a small space. It’s 
going to be a remarkable resource 
for Oban.’

The bed hangings are made of 
unbleached, hand-spun linen, and 
showcase crewel work embroidery 
of a leaf and flower design using 
indigo-dyed wool. 

‘Only the best-off people had 
blue,’ Ms Gillies explained. ‘These 
were aristocrats who had money 
and an expectation to live in a de-
gree of style. Without a doubt it was 
keeping up with the Joneses - or the 
Macleans of Duart.’

In an ancient inventory held 
at Dunollie museum, castle and 
grounds, documentary evidence 
shows the bed hangings belonged 
to the 22nd MacDougall clan chief 

Unique Jacobite bed 
hanging discovered 
in Dunollie House

METAL-DETECT-
ING survey on the 
site of the Battle of 
Killiecrankie – part 
of the Scottish 

Government’s work to turn the 

A9 into a dual carriageway – has 

unearthed dozens of items linked 

to the famous 1689 skirmish.
The artefacts include a copper 

alloy pendant, a harness boss, two 

buckles, part of the support for a 

sword belt, horse shoes, buttons, 

and musket munitions.
While the survey is providing in-

formation for developing plans for 

the A9 between Killiecrankie and 

Pitagowan, it is also improving 

knowledge of Scotland’s military 

history of the 1689 battle between 

the Jacobite army and Govern-
ment forces.

Transport Minister Derek Mack-
ay, who unveiled some of the finds 

to pupils at Pitlochry High School 

on Thursday, said: ‘Thanks to the 

survey work, experts are shed-
ding more light on the Battle of 

Killiecrankie which took place over 

300 years ago, bringing Bonnie 

Dundee’s Jacobite victory to life.’

The battle of Killiecrankie took 

place on July 27 1689 between a 

Jacobite army under the command 

of John Graham of Claverhouse, 

1st Viscount of Dundee ‘Bonnie 

Dundee’, and a Government army 

commanded by General Hugh 

Mackay. The armies came face to 

face at Killiecrankie as both were 

attempting to reach Blair Atholl to 

use it as a base for future operations.
The Jacobites had taken up 

position on the higher ground on 

the southern slopes of Creag Eal-
laich and the government forces 

deployed beneath them at the base 

of the hill. The armies sniped on 

and skirmished with each other for 

most of the afternoon and into the 

evening until around 8pm when 

the Jacobites charged downhill 

and broke the government lines. 
It was during this charge that 

Dundee was killed, and during the 

ensuing rout of the Government 

forces that Donald MacBane claims 

to have made his Soldier’s Leap 

across the River Garry. The Jaco-
bites are thought to have lost 800 

men, with around 2,000 casualties 

amongst the Government troops.

Mr Mackay said the artefacts 

can ‘offer more information on 

the battle including the possible 

route soldiers took during the 

battle, potential cavalry positions, 

where the key skirmishes and 

close quarters fighting took place, 

and the likely retreating route 

taken by the fleeing government 

forces.’
Warren Bailie, Project Man-

ager at GUARD Archaeology 

Limited which carried out the 

metal detecting survey, said: ‘The 

recent metal detecting survey on 

the Killiekrankie battlefield, one 

of the best preserved battlefields 

in Scotland, has revealed exciting 

new evidence to back up the 

earlier findings of archaeological 

work carried out in 2003 as part 

of  TV programme, Two men in a 
Trench.’ 

The battle is important for a 

number of reasons, including 

the first use of grenades in the 

UK (a fragment of a grenade was 

recovered during metal detecting 

undertaken for Two Men in a 
Trench in 2003), and the first use 

of platoon firing in Britain.

Killiecrankie gives up its 

treasures for all to see

Ian Ciar, who battled in the 1715 
Jacobite Rising. ‘It reaches back 
centuries: somebody, a relative of the 
MacDougalls, has stuffed it into a 
bag. What is so striking is how fresh 
they look and how contemporary the 
design is. It’s homely, but beautiful. 

I’d love to put them up in my house.’ 
The bed hangings will be on display 

this autumn at Dunollie visitor cen-
tre, which is also creating Jacobean 
embroidery packs, so sewers can 
replicate the rare design at home.

The discovery has also inspired a 

specialist workshop at Dunollie’s an-
nual Fasanta Festival of Textiles and 
Fashion, which takes place on Octo-
ber 22 and 23  this year, when Dorie 
Wilkie, lead stitcher of Prestonpans 
Tapestry, will host workshops on the 
ancient embroidery techniques.
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ORGANISERS of the Taste the Wild 
West Highlands Food and Drink 
Festival has secured £6,850 towards 
the event, thanks to the Community 
Food Fund, financed by the Scottish 
Government.

The festival will take place in Mallaig 
on September 10 and 11 and will include 
lots of stalls where people can taste the 
fantastic food and drink produced in 
the West Highlands.

There will be demonstrations from lo-
cal chefs preparing fish and meat dishes 
from locally-sourced produce and talks 
on various aspects of food production 
and some foraging and fishing trips.

A ceilidh is planned for the Saturday 
evening, and the hotels and restaurants 
will have special menus and music over 
the weekend.

The idea behind the event, organised 
by the Road to the Isles marketing 
group, is to promote the area as a food 
tourism destination by raising aware-
ness of the quality of cuisine and wealth 
of produce that is available in the area.

It’s hoped that it will link food produc-
ers with hospitality providers to enable a 
more sustainable way of supplying food 
needs for local people and visitors alike.  

The festival is the brainchild of Sarah 
Winnington Ingram, who owns Arisaig 

House, and is chairperson of the 
marketing group. She said: ‘We don’t 
want our wonderful food to be the West 
Highlands’ best-kept secret. It deserves 
to be widely promoted as it’s really 
something special.  

‘We have an incredibly diverse natural 
larder and some great artisan food 
producers in this area, and we should be 
celebrating that.’

Hilary Trodd, secretary of the group, 
said: ‘We want to provide people with 
innovative ideas for ways to use local 
produce to produce good quality food 
that is nutritious and environmentally 
sustainable and we want to encourage 

people to grow their own food and sell 
the surplus at local outlets.’

The Taste the Wild project is also be-
ing supported by Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, University of the Highlands 
and Islands, Scotland Food and Drink, 
Mallaig Harbour Authority and the 
Highland Council.

For more information, visit www.
roadtotheisles.org.uk and to keep track 
of the festival planning.

Artisan food producers or eating 
places in the area wanting to take part 
can contact Hilary Trodd on 01687 
450740 or email: trodd056@btopen-
world.com

ARGYLL artist Jane Smith has 
launched her first book, Wild Island: A 
Year in the Hebrides, depicting a year 
in the life of Oronsay, the tiny, remote 
island accessible from Colonsay only 
at low tide. 

Once at the centre of a major sea 
route between Scotland and Ireland, 
Oronsay has been inhabited by 
humans for 5,000 years: Columba 
landed there in AD563, the Vikings 
in the 800s, and the Lords of the Isles 
founded an abbey in the 1300s. 

The island, owned by Mrs Frances 
Colburn, is now farmed by the RSPB for 
the benefit of the wildlife, and its human 
population of six lives alongside animals 
and birds, forming an ecosystem unique 
to Britain. ‘Very few people can get 
there,’ Jane told us, ‘so it’s nice to share 
with people what an amazing place it is.’

The wildlife film-maker has been vis-
iting the island for more than four years 
to capture the interactions of its wildlife, 
farm animals and human inhabitants, 
ordering her illustrated stories by month 
and season, featuring pages on ‘How to 
grow a Peregrine Falcon’, grumpy tups, 
marsh fritillaries, Barnacle Geese, and 
the corncrake.

‘Corncrakes are an amazing story,’ she 
told us: ‘Every year they find their way 
back from the Congo to the same nettle 
patch in Scotland, using the stars to nav-
igate. It once was a very common bird, 
but within a lifetime they’ve dwindled. 
It highlights the extraordinary story 
of the commonplace, and only when it 
becomes rare do we appreciate it.’

The book’s publisher Birlinn adds: 
‘Smith records the trials of a wildlife 
artist, who sometimes sits in a bog all 

day and at other times ends up covered 
in acrylic paint. Her sketches, paintings 
and screenprints are bold and passion-
ate expressions of her response to this 
wild island.’ 

Sussex-born Jane trained as a zool-
ogist before travelling the world as a 
wildlife film-maker for the BBC Natural 
History Unit and National Geographic, 
winning an Emmy for her cinematogra-
phy. When her children were born she 
changed direction, creating wildlife art-
work as another way of communicating 
her passion for the natural world. 

She now lives in Tayvallich with her 
husband, also a wildlife film-maker, 
and children, and has lately taken up a 
new job for Scottish Natural Heritage 
as Artist in Residence at Taynish 
National Nature Reserve.

‘While filming natural history for the 
BBC, I had been privileged to travel to 
the best wildlife spots on the planet,’ 
she writes, ‘but on the way I saw much 
destruction and mistreatment of the 
natural world. Here, right on my door-
step, was a glowing example of how to 
use the land in harmony with nature.’

Her book illustrations are on show 
at Oban’s Jetty Gallery and at an ex-
hibition at the Scottish Ornithologists’ 
Club gallery at Aberlady, near Edin-
burgh from February 20 until April 
6. Jane’s new book is available in local 
bookshops, and she will signing copies 
at Argyll Book Centre in Lochgilphe-
ad on March 19 at 2pm, and later at 
Waterstones, Oban in the summer. In 
the meantime, she’ll be giving a talk 
and workshop at her exhibition during 
the Colonsay Spring Festival from 
April 25.

A HAIRDRESSER from 
Oban raised more than 
£4,000 for charity after 
getting 34 people in the 
town to lose their locks 
in the largest event of its 
kind in the UK.

Kim Maclean, whose 
five-year-old brother, 
Domhnall Ruairidh, was 
diagnosed with Wilms’ tu-
mour last year, organised 
the ‘life shaving’ event 
to raise money for CLIC 
Sargent – an organisation 
that supports children 
and young people who 
are battling cancer.

Kim, who owns the 
Littlemiks Hair Salon in 
Dunbeg, contacted the 
charity with the intention 
of persuading 29 of her 
peers to shave their heads 
or donate their hair on 
leap day for the charity’s 
Big Buzz event.

Kim Said: ‘We could 
not do enough for this 
fantastic charity and I 
want to raise awareness 
of this horrible illness, 
which shows very little 
symptoms.

‘I cannot thank everyone 
enough for their fantastic 

support and kind words.’
Domhnall Ruairidh 

underwent a seven-and-
a-half hour operation on 
February 23, which was 
deemed a success.

Kim continued: ‘Words 
could not express how we 
all felt, the longest day 
ever turned into the best 
day ever. 

‘Domhnall Ruairidh 
still has a long road to 
recovery and is still to get 
radiotherapy in a couple 
of weeks and maybe 
more chemotherapy, but 
everyday he just make 

us proud. He’s a little 
fighter.’

Peter Logie of CLIC 
Sargent, said: ‘Kim has 
done a fantastic job. I was 
a little dubious when she 
said that she would get 29 
folk in Oban to take part 
but she has proved me 
wrong and with the sup-
port of a great network 
of friends achieved the 
impossible. 

‘Her fundraising has 
been quite remarkable. 
I only met Kim a month 
ago and since that time 
over £4,000 has been 

raised on account of what 
her wee brother has been 
going through and our 
support. 

‘The fundraising around 
the Big Buzz event has 
been terrific and I would 
like to pass a huge thank 
you on to all involved – 
who must be feeling the 
cold.’

To find out more about 
the event, visit www.
c l i c s a r g e n t . o r g . u k /
bigbuzz or to donate 
to Kim’s fundraiser, 
visit www.justgiving.com/
domhnallmaccormick.

TALENTED young actors from 
Lochaber Youth Theatre kept the au-
dience entertained with their mystery 
drama, Eclipse.

The cast of seven, aged from 15-19, 
kept the audience intrigued during 
the play at Lochaber High School on 
Monday evening.

Written by Simon Armitage, Eclipse 
follows six friends who are in Cornwall 
to watch the total eclipse in 1999. It’s 
during this that an incident takes place 
and the group is interviewed by the 
police.

Alan Gray, a creative theatre arts 
worker at Eden Court Theatre in 
Inverness, said: ‘The young people did 
really well. It was good to see so many 
people from the local community 

come along. Everyone seemed to enjoy 
it.’

The Lochaber performers will take 
the play to Eden Court at the end of 
March, as part of the National Theatre 
Connection Festival. 

They will come together with several 
theatre groups for drama workshops, 
open mic nights as well as performing 
at Eden Court. There could be an 
exciting opportunity for one of the 
group’s to perform at the National 
Theatre in London.

Lochaber Youth Theatre would like 
to thank McLean and McKinnon 
painter and decorators, Kallie Timber 
Building Supplies and Peter Dykes 
joinery for donating wooden blocks to 
be used as props.

The cast were Robin Walker, Hannah Calder, Stephanie McKenna, Daniel 
MacKillop, Jordan Jamieson, Maddie Lennon and Lindy Ireland. 

SHAVED: Kris Gillies sporting his new haircut. t11lifeshavers04.

BEFORE: Some of the ‘life shavers’ before they took part in the Big Buzz event. t11lifeshavers01.

AFTER: Some of the ‘life shavers’ after they took part in the Big Buzz event. t11lifeshavers02.

CUT: Nine-year-old Olivia who off ered to 
have her hair cut. t11lifeshavers03.

Click Sargent scalps more heads 
in Oban than anywhere else

Eclipse sheds 
light on talent

Wild Island: A Year in 
the Hebrides

Taste of the wild in the West Highlands
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Build your network and your skills 
at Business Gateway’s workshops.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

TWO colleagues who decided to 
leave their jobs and set up their own 
business are now providing cleaning 
services across Argyllshire and parts 
of the Highlands.

Jane Madej and Harry Forbes, 
based in Oban, were both in manage-
ment positions but when the company 
they worked for restructured, the pair 
made the plunge into self-employment 
with support from Business Gateway 
Argyll and Bute.  

Their business, West Coast Clean-
ing Solutions, has secured a plethora 
of both domestic and commercial 
contracts, with clients in Oban, Camp-
beltown, Lochgilpead, Helensburgh, 
Dunoon, Inveraray, Fort William and 
Mallaig.

Jane and Harry are now considering 
moving forward their growth plans 
to invest in additional vehicles and 
employees to cope with demand.

Jane said: ‘We worked together for 
many years and we felt there was a 
gap in the local market for this type 
of business. 

‘We both understood the appeal of 
working for yourself and we felt that if 
we let the company evolve organically 

and really commit to our customers 
we would have a good chance of 
success.

‘But the response we’ve had so far 
has been fantastic and has exceeded 
our initial plans. In a short space of 
time we’ve gained so many wonderful 
clients and we’re also getting a real 
sense of job satisfaction, which we 

haven’t felt for years.’
West Coast Cleaning Solutions has 

already developed a great reputation 
for being a reliable and quality ser-
vice. With a commitment to customer 
care as well as ensuring that any staff 
are given ongoing training, Jane and 
Harry are feeling excited about the 
future.

Jane added: ‘Our aim is for West 
Coast Cleaning Solutions to be a 
market leader in the commercial and 
domestic cleaning sector in Argyll.

‘Business Gateway has helped us 
with many aspects of our business, 
including the legal side of things. We 
were also advised on training, market-
ing and pricing, which was a real help. 

‘The support from Business Gate-
way helped boost our confidence as 
our adviser was very supportive of our 
idea and helped us to mould it into a 
proper business proposal.’

Angela Vernel, Business Gateway 
adviser for Business Gateway said: 
‘Jane and Harry have taken advantage 
of our one-to-one advice service and 
through this gained a lot of knowledge 
and information on exactly how to set 
up and consequently run a business. 

‘They have shown a lot of dedication 
and hard work in launching West 
Coast Cleaning Solutions and this has 
been rewarded by quick growth.’

To find out more about how Busi-
ness Gateway can help you set up and 
develop your own business call 01546 
808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/
argyll-and-bute

Broadband solutions
ARE YOU suffering from slow broad-
band speed? Then get connected with 
ePartner Telecom Satellite Broadband, 
which supplies satellite communica-
tions to rural and hard-to-reach areas 
across Scotland.

WHAT IS SATELLITE 
BROADBAND?

Satellite broadband is considered the 
most useful alternative for broadband 
coverage in hard-to-reach areas of the 
country where traditional fixed-line 
and fibre-optic broadband services 
aren’t sufficient or available.  It works 
in a similar way to Sky TV, receiving 
information via a small dish from a 
satellite and then transferring that 
information via a cable connected to a 
modem in your premises.  In addition, 
satellite broadband has a fast two-way 
connection that sends out information 
(uploads) to the satellite. Satellite 
broadband consists of a 74 cm dish, 
roughly the size of a Sky dish, which is 
mounted onto the side of your building 
and a cable runs to your house to 
connect to the modem. From this, you 
can connect by cable or wirelessly to 
the internet. Installation typically take 
about two hours.

SO WHY CHOOSE 
EPARTNER TELECOM?

ePartner Telecom is an award-winning 
broadband supplier offering reliable 
and competitively priced packages.

It supplies to both business and resi-
dential premises, and offers a simple, 
quick and easy installation set up with 
minimum inconvenience to yourself or 
your business. It also offers download 
broadband speeds of up to 100mbps, 
meaning you will never miss that all 
important email again.

The staff at ePartner Telecom pride 
themselves on having a proactive 

approach to customers’ needs. 
Managing director Ian McClelland 
said: ‘We like to take the pain out of it 
for our customer, which is why we offer 
fully-managed services, so we can 
monitor all our services and fix any 
problems before the customer knows 
that there has been a fault.’

ePartner Telecom offers a full 
demonstration facility with its satellite 
broadband and WiFi hotspots so 
customers can actually see everything 
working before they buy.

The company’s Satellite broadband 
is not affected by any issues that major 
networks may have in the UK, so it is 
ideal as a fail-safe for companies that 
rely on their internet for business.

ePartner Telecom’s WiFi hotspot ser-
vice is state of the art and is highly scala-
ble from small B&Bs to a large open-air 
concert and is ideal for advertising your 
own services or paid advertising from 
other companies.

For a standard installation, work is 
usually completed within a couple of 
hours with minimum disruption and 
mess.  Once installed, the engineer 
will demonstrate the new equipment 
and ensure you are completely satis-
fied before leaving.

BENEFITS
• No phone line required
• We can install anywhere
• Point to Point wireless access points 

up to 25 miles achievable
• Community broadband. One satel-

lite dish could feed whole community 
wirelessly.

• We also do cat-5 cabling and net-
work infrastructures server install and 
management.

To discover exactly what ePartner Tele-
com can provide to help you improve your 
broadband speed, call 0333 358 6666 or 
email support@epartnertelecom.

ADVERTORIAL

Oban duo are cleaning up with new business

Here is how Business Gateway 
could help your business grow

Harry Forbes and Jane Madej

CATERERS in Oban cooked up 
a storm at the 40th annual Food 
Service Show, which was held in the 
Corran Halls last Thursday.

More than 300 traders attended the 
event, which is organised by Bidvest 
Foodservice Scotland. Around 80 
producers from across the country, 
including a number of local suppliers, 
provided samples and promoted their 
goods to the hospitality industry.

John Forteith, head of business 
development at Bidvest, said: ‘There’s 
80 producers here all together – rang-
ing from national to a number of 

local producers. It [the show] was first 
established in 1976, with 12 suppliers. 

‘Over the years it has grown to be 
one of the biggest trade food and ca-
tering shows in Scotland; showcasing 
all the produce Bidvest in Oban offers 
and it’s also helping caterers develop 
their menus for the new season.

‘Bidvest and VisitScotland are ac-
tively promoting the Taste Our Best 
scheme.’

The scheme provides caterers who 
meet the requirements with a dis-
tinctive purple badge. Their produce 
must contain quality, fresh, local 

ingredients of Scottish provenance; 
information about where the food has 
come from, with miles travelled being 
kept to a minimum, friendly staff who 
are informed about the food, and the 
menu must contain at least 40 per 
cent of Scottish produce.

Mr Forteith continued: ‘Around 300 
people come to the show and the ma-
jority are coming into the town, with 
80 producers staying in the town over 
night during a quiet period for Oban. 

‘This brings in a significant amount 
of trade to the town.’

Derek Connery, manager at 

Bid4Oban, said: ‘The show has been 
well attended. I’m here to chat and 
respond to people who want to talk 
to us, even though we have an office, 
it’s good to get out and speak to 
people.

‘The show has been going for 40 
years and it’s an important part of 
the local economy.

‘Bidvest employs a lot of local 
people and the organisation is going 
from strength-to-strength. 

‘The value of the business is demon-
strated by the number of people who 
attend the festival.’

Trade is brisk at 2016 Bidvest

LAST year Business Gateway (BG) helped 
an increased number of people to start 
or grow a business.  This is how... 

BG’s business advisory services are 
available for free to all Scottish small and 
medium-sized businesses.

Independent research shows that 
businesses that have engaged with BG 
have a signifi cantly better chance of 
surviving the fi rst three years of trading 
compared to businesses that have not. 

There are 57 BG offi  ces across Scot-
land. Your nearest full-time offi  ce is in 
Lochgilphead, but advisers are frequent-
ly based in Oban, Helensburgh, Dunoon 
and Campbeltown, and travel regularly 
to other areas including the islands. 

BG has around 300 experienced 
business advisers across Scotland, with a 
team based in Argyll.

More than 3,000 fully-funded 

business workshops were delivered 
last year with almost 23,000 attendees, 
covering topics such as an introduction 
to running your own business, fi nancial 
management, sales and marketing and 
ecommerce.

BG’s website can point people in 
the right direction for potential funding 
sources and provides valuable insights 
into getting the most out of ecommerce.

BG acts as a signposting service to po-
tential funding and grant opportunities 
as well as partners including the council’s 
economic development departments 
and other service areas, Scottish Enter-
prise, Scottish Development Internation-
al and Skills Development Scotland. 

To fi nd out more about how Business 
Gateway can help you set up and devel-
op your own business call on 01546 604 
555 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyll  

Clockwise from top left: John 
Forteith, head of business 

development at Bidvest, and 
Marie-Clare Watson, fi eld sales 
manager, at Bidvest. 15_t11food-

show04

Jane and Archie MacMillan 
of The Kintyre Smokehouse. 

15_t11foodshow02

 Ewan and Flo Macaskill of Argyll 
Free Range Eggs in front of their 
eggcellent display. 15_t11foodshow06 

From left to right: Darlene 
Russell, curriculum manager, 

with HNC hospitality students 
Andrew Shaw and Amy 

Queenswood. 15_t11foodshow09

Soave’s provided attendees 
with knowledge of their 

company with a side of ice 
cream. 15_t11foodshow08

Lewis Maclean of Maclean’s 
Highland Bakery standing in 

front of the samples he provid-
ed at the Food Service Show. 

15_t11foodshow01

The Isle of Mull Brewing Compa-
ny and Oban Bay Brewery had 

a variety of local ales to choose 
from. 15_t11foodshow07

David Chan travelled all the way 
from Doncaster for the show. 

15_t11foodshow05
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Changes to Interest 
Relief for Landlords

Properties for sale
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

5 Craigard, Oban

Flat 3, 5 Craigard Road - A 2 bedroom top fl oor fl at located in 
Oban town centre. This light and airy fl at comprises hallway, 
lounge, kitchen, two bedrooms(one ensuite) and refurbished 
shower room. The lounge is a reasonable size with a large window 
and electric fi re. The kitchen has plentiful storage provided in 
fi tted units and cupboards. 

• Top Floor Flat
• 2 Bedrooms / 1 En-Suite / 

1 Shower Room
• Close to town centre
• Roof recently fully re-slated
• Excellent rental potential
• EPC Rating - G (17)

OIRO £88,000

Whinfi eld, Glenmore Road, Oban

Whinfi eld is a detached 3 bedroom property 
situated in an elevated position overlooking Oban. 
The house would make an ideal family home with 
its excellent location on Pulpit Hill, great layout and 
well proportioned rooms.

• Detached house
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Quiet location
• Lovely views over Oban
• Well maintained property
• EPC Rating - F (33)

OIEO £200,000

Cuan Cottage, Cuan Ferry, Isle Of Seil

Cuan Cottage - A charming 2 bedroom cottage on 
the Isle of Seil set within a large private garden and 
enviable sea views across the Cuan Sound. Though 
this property requires some modernisation it off ers an 
excellent opportunity to purchase a traditional cottage, 
set in a generous garden with sea views.

• Detached Cottage
• 2 Bedrooms/ 2 Bathrooms
• Sea Views
• Large garden
• Beautiful island location
• EPC Rating G (01)

OIRO £190,000

Plot at Lochdon, Isle Of Mull

A rare occasion to purchase a sizable plot with enviable views 
over Loch don on the Isle of Mull. The plot, approx. 0.25 acre, 
has previously been granted planning permission in principle 
for a single story 3 bedroom dwelling house and it is understood 
this would be granted again following reapplication for a similar 
design of house.

• Plot with previous 
planning permission

• 0.25 acre plot
• Shore frontage
• Services close by
• Sea views

OIRO £55,000

In the budget 

last summer, 

The Chancellor 

announced that 

landlords will no 

longer be able to de-

duct 100% of their mortgage 

or loan interest costs from their rental in-

come to calculate assessable profi t. In-

stead they will be able to claim the interest 

amount as a basic rate reduction from their 

tax liability.  This means that basic rate tax 

payers will be unaff ected, but if you are 

taxed at the higher rate you will lose out.

Under the proposed change, letting res-

idential property (even by individuals) is 

treated as a ‘property businesses’ for the 

purposes of calculating the taxable profi t. 

Therefore, on normal business tax rules, 

interest paid on a loan used to purchase 

a rental property can be deducted from 

the rental income received in the property 

business. For individuals who are landlords, 

the Government has decided to change 

this longstanding rule. In future, instead 

of deducting the interest from the letting 

profi t before that profi t is taxed, the indi-

vidual will only be allowed an income tax 

deduction at the basic rate (20%) on the 

interest paid.

The change will be phased in from 2017/18, 

with transitional rules until 2020/21. During 

the transitional years, the amount of the tax 

deduction from rents will reduce and the 

proportion of loan interest that will only 

qualify for basic rate tax relief will increase.

The new rules will be introduced gradually 

over a three year period starting from April 

6, 2017, and relief will be available as follows:

• In 2017/18, the deduction from property 

income will be restricted to 75% of the fi -

nance costs incurred, with the remaining 

25% being available as a basic rate reduc-

tion.

• In 2018/19, 50% of the fi nance costs will be 

given as deduction and the remaining 50% 

will be given as a basic rate reduction.

• In 2019/20, 25% of the fi nance costs will be 

given as deduction and the remaining 75% 

will be given as a basic rate reduction.

However, as now, any unrelieved interest 

can be carried forward to future years. HM-

RC’s policy paper confi rms that the change 

will have no eff ect where a property meets 

all the criteria to be a furnished holiday 

letting.

We are advising our clients to review their 

fi nance arrangements over the next few 

years in preparation for these changes. 

Some landlords with larger portfolios 

are selling some of their portfolio or 

transferring their properties into a limited 

company. We are advising our clients to 

speak to a qualifi ed accountant to discuss 

their specifi c circumstances and plan 

ahead of these changes. If you wish to 

discuss your rental property please feel 

free to call Nicola on 01631 569 466.

Straven, Tobermory, Isle Of Mull

OIEO £365,000

• Detached
• 5 bedroom property/

3 bathrooms
• Stunning views over the bay
• Double garage
• Oil fi red central heating
• EPC Rating - D (65)

A most attractive 5 bedroom, detached, modern property 
in an elevated position above Tobermory, enjoying 
stunning views across the bay to Calve Island and beyond. 
The property which was built 15 years ago, has a pretty 
garden and further large area of land which borders the 
popular Breadalbane Street.

UNDER OFFER

Tigh Shee, Bunessan, Isle Of Mull

OIEO £165,000

• Detached Bungalow
• 2 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
• Stunning Views
• No Chain & Vacant Possession
• 0.25 acre Garden & Detached 

Garage
• EPC Rating - C (70)

Tigh Shee is a spacious two bedroom detached 
bungalow only a short drive from the village 
of Bunessan on the Isle of Mull. The property 
comprises a spacious hall, kitchen/diner, lounge, 
family bathroom and two double bedrooms. 

UNDER OFFER

Newfi eld Terrace, Isle Of Lismore

OIEO £100,000

• Semi-detached house
• 3 bed / 2 bath
• Panoramic sea views across 

the Lynn of Lorn
• Situated in Achnacroish on 

the Isle of Lismore
• EPC Rating - E (50)

**£15,000 BELOW HOME REPORT VALUATION!** 4 
Newfi eld Terrace is a well proportioned semi-detached 
3 bedroom house on the Isle of Lismore. The property 
is in an elevated position within Achnacroish and 
boasts panoramic sea views across the Lynn of Lorn to 
the mountains on the mainland.

UNDER OFFER

Keld House, Salen, Isle Of Mull

OIRO £270,000

• Detached architect designed home
• 4 Bed / 3 bath
• Well serviced, popular 

village location
• Good sized garden with 

ample off  street parking
• EPC - D (67)

Keld House is a bright and spacious detached 
house situated in the village of Salen on the Isle 
of Mull. Built appox. 8 years ago by a renowned 
local builder the property boasts a range of quality 
fi xtures and fi ttings throughout. 

UNDER OFFER

Merlin, Craignure, Isle Of Mull
Features
• Spacious Detached Bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Shower Rooms
• Mature garden
• Stunning panoramic views
• Within walking distance of Craignure Ferry Termina

panoramic views of the Sound of Mull and 

Craignure on the Isle of Mull.

OIRO £255,000

w: www.west-property.co.uk    e: info@west-property.co.uk   t: 01631 569 466

CEOL-NA-MARA    CRAIGNURE, ISLE OF MULL

4 bedroomed family bungalow in excellent order conveniently 
located on the outskirts of Craignure within easy walking distance of 
the ferry and amenities. Large well-maintained garden with garage 
and outbuildings. DG and oil CH.
OIRO £270,000.
For viewing and further information 
contact the seller’s agent, W 
Graham Sutherland. 07540 293360. 
wgrahamsutherland@gmail.com

ceolnamaramull.com

Portakabin
for Sale
Steel framed thermal insulated 
Portakabin
10.8 feet x 9.3 feet (14.6, x 4.2m)

sitting room and shower room.

£4000 ono

Tel: 01879 220555 / 01631 566275

House purchase lending in Scotland up 17 
per cent year-on-year in fourth quarter
New Council of Mortgage Lenders (CML)  data 
on the characteristics of lending in Scotland in 
the fourth quarter of 2015 outlining mortgage 
lending to fi rst-time buyers, home movers and 
remortgages.

Lending in the fourth quarter 2015:

Home-owner house purchase lending totalled 
17,200 loans, down four per cent in the third quar-
ter but up 14 per cent in the fourth quarter 2014.

First-time buyers took out 8,000 loans - two per 
cent down on the previous quarter but up 14 per 
cent on the last quarter of 2014. First-time buyers 
in the period borrowed £870 million - down two 
per cent on the previous quarter but up 14 per 
cent on the fourth quarter 2014. 

Home mover lending totalled £1.4bn, down 4 per 
cent on the previous quarter but up 18 per cent 
on the fourth quarter 2014. The number of loans 
in the period was 9,200, down fi ve per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter but up 14 per cent on year-on-year.

Remortgage lending went up by volume quar-
ter-on-quarter and year-on-year. 

Lending in 2015:

Annual home-owner house purchase lending in 
Scotland totalled 64,800 loans, up nine per cent 
on 2014. This came to £8.5bn, up 14 per cent on 
2014.

First-time buyers took out 30,000 loans, worth 
£3.3bn, up 8 per cent by volume and 12 per cent 
by value, on the previous year.

Home movers took out 34,800 loans, worth 
£5.2bn, up nine per cent by volume and 15 per 
cent by value, compared to 2014.

Remortgage lending came to £3.1bn, up 18 per 
cent on 2014. This totalled 26,200 loans, up 12 per 
cent on the previous year.

Linda Docherty, CML chair for Scotland, comment-
ed: The sustained year-on-year growth in house 
purchase lending seen since 2012 continued in 

Scotland this quarter. This meant more fi rst-time 
buyers and home movers in 2015 took out a loan 
to purchase a home than in any year since 2008. 
With an economic climate of low interest rates and 
competitive mortgage deals, we would expect 
this growth in the Scottish market to continue into 
2016. 

coming 26 January 2015

Argyll & the Isles? We have them covered 
If you are planning a move, call your local national agent now

South Argyll and the Isles
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431215
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

North Argyll and the Isles 
Nicky Archibald | 01631 700205 
nicky.archibald@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Resident in Argyll, our two highly experienced property sales agents 
offer a truly local service with the benefit of national agent marketing

Offices across Scotland | Local knowledge | National expertise | International reach | ckdgalbraith.co.uk

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

West Coast PROPERTY G
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

PROPERTY OF THE MONTH
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UIDE
Busy early spring sale at Dalmally mart

Farming

IACS 2016
SAC Consulting

IACS Surgeries will be held throughout 
Argyll, Lochaber & The Isles

During March & April

SAC Consultants provide a professional service for 

complicated forms

Make sure you maximise your farm support 

to complete your IACS forms

To book your appointment please contact 

Oban Tel:  01631 563093
Campbeltown Tel:  01586 552502

UNITED Auctions held its annual 
March sale of all classes of cattle and 
sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart last 
Saturday, March 5.  

Bullocks sold to an average of 
£746.67 per head or 239.26 pence 
per kilo. Heifers averaged £676.88 
per head or 215.65 pence per kilo. 
Bullocks sold to 301 pence per kilo 
for a pen of six Charolais from Bar-
nakill; and Achnacone Farm led the 
kilo prices for heifers with Limousin 
crosses selling to 262 pence. In 
keeping with current trends, aver-
ages were back on the year though 
levels compared favourably to pric-
es obtained at principal mainland 
centres. 

A good selection of grazing cattle 
were on offer. Breeding cattle sold 
to £1,400 for a pair of in-calf heifers 
from Achnacone. All classes of 
sheep sold well.

Principal lots and prices

Top prices per head
Bullocks
AAx: £790 – Barnakill Farm
CHARx: £1,015 and £930 – Barnakill 
Farm: £800 (2) – Bragleenbeg
LIMx: £890 – Lurignish: £880 (2), £860 
and £825 – Achnacone Farm: £805 
(2) – Tullochcan Farm
SIMx: £880 (3) – Achnacone: £850 
(3) – Cornaigmore, Coll: £825 (4) – 
Blarghour Farm: £825 and £800 (3) 
– Achnacone

Heifers
CHARx: £820 – Couston Farm: £720 – 
Barnakill
LIMx: £820 and £810 – Lurignish: £790, 
£780 (2) and £755 – Achnacone: £740 
– Lurignish
SHx: £720 – Barnakill
SIMx: £980, £930 – Blarghour :£910 

– Drimnin Estate: £900 and £875 – 
Blarghour: £815 – Achnacone : £800 (2) 
and £790 – Blarghour Farm

Top prices per kilo
Bullocks
AAx: 197p – Barnakill Farm.
CHARx: 301p (6) and 263p (5) – Bar-
nakill Farm: 238p (2) – Bragleenbeg
LIMx: 270p (2) – Tullochcan: 262p (2) – 
Achnacone Farm: 256p (2) – Couston 
Farm: 251p (3) and 236p –Stronesker: 
234p (2) – Boreland Farm
SIMx: 267p – Stroneskar: 262p and 
255p – Achnacone: 243p (4) – Corn-
aigmore, Coll: 240p (3) – Achnacone: 
236p (4) – Blarghour: 236p – Strone-
skar

Heifers
CHARx: 248p (6) and 232p – Barnakill
LIMx: 262p, 244p (4) and 237p – Achn-
acone
SHOx: 232p – Barnakill
SIMx: 244p – Achnacone

In-calf heifers
£1,400 (2) – Achnacone

Sheep

Lambs
BF: £74.50 – Crunachy: £69 – Drissaig : 
£54 – Lephinkill
TEXx: £55.50 – Evanachan
Cross: £69 – 10 Kilvaree: £58.00 – Keil-
beg
Mule: £54 – 10 Kilvaree

Ewes
BELTx: £56 – Evanachan.
TEXx: £57.50 & £56 – Tombuie
CHEV: £50.50 – Maam
Cross: £40 – Evanachan
Mule: £41 – Barguillean
BF: £43 – Crunachy

MANAGING suckler cows ac-
cording to their condition score 
can have a huge impact on herd 
output and profitability, accord-
ing to Dr Basil Lowman, Beef 
Specialist with SAC Consulting, 
a division of SRUC (Scotland’s 
Rural College).

In two short videos launched 
this week by Quality Meat 
Scotland (QMS), Dr Lowman 
demonstrates how and why to con-
dition score and also emphasises 
the importance of using this key 
management tool at this time of 
year, for both spring and autumn 
calving herds.

The fact that cows which are too 
thin or too fat are more likely to 
have calving problems and be less 
fertile is well known, but there 
is huge potential for many more 
farmers to be effectively manag-
ing their herds according to cow 
condition score. 

‘The national herd goes from 
lean to fat on an annual basis 
depending on grass growth and 
forage quality, and condition 
scoring simply reflects this. It is 
the variation within herds which 
is most important for farmers to 
deal with,’ observed Dr Lowman. 

He points out that the vast ma-
jority of herds have cows with con-
dition scores ranging from two to 
four. This difference is equivalent, 
in terms of energy available to the 
cow, to three big bales of silage. 

‘Many farmers do not appreciate 
what a dense source of energy 
body fat is. Achieving the correct 
score at calving and mating will 
reduce feed costs as well as max-

imising output and potential.’
The most crucial aspect of 

condition scoring, according to 
Dr Lowman, is that farmers take 
action once they have condition 
scored their cows. He says: ‘In 
the simplest form, farmers should 
take food from the fat to feed the 
thin in order to even out condition 
scores and improve productivity.’

Dr Lowman continued: ‘Correct 
management at the critical stages 
of mating and calving offers huge 
benefits to output and profitabil-
ity.’ He also points out that there 
are simple techniques, such as 
dividing sheds using electric fence 
tape, which can allow farmers to 
group cows according to condi-
tion.

Long calving periods can make 
cow management tricky and, 
instead of following a whole-herd 
feeding policy Dr Lowman ad-
vises dividing the herd into those 
due to calve in the first month and 
later calvers. He reckons this split 
would normally be roughly two-
thirds/one-third, and ideally the 
larger portion of the herd should 
be grouped according to condition 
score and fed accordingly.

It is always worthwhile dealing 
with even a small number of 
overly thin or fat cows as, without 
attention, they are likely to be 
barren.

The time of calving is important 
in setting condition scoring tar-
gets, as this can have an impact 
on fertility and how receptive the 
cow is to mating. Dr Lowman 
explains that cows calving in early 
spring should ideally have a score 

of 2.5 at calving because they are 
generally bulled as soon as they 
go out to grass so need to be in 
reasonable condition at turn out. 
However, those calving in late 
spring can afford to be leaner at 
a score of 2 as they will have the 
benefit of being bulled after a 
month or more on spring grass 
when it is at its best, and fertility 
peaks with the cows on a rising 
plane of nutrition.

Autumn calvers generally find 
it more difficult to put on weight 
over the winter, and Dr Lowman 
recommends a calving condition 
score closer to 3 to allow for some 
weight loss before bulling. How-
ever, he warns: ‘The leaner a cow 
is, down to a score of 2, the more 
easily she will calve, so only target 
a score of 3 in the autumn if the 
cows and bull both have easy-calv-
ing characteristics, otherwise aim 
for 2.5 and provide a high-energy 
feed post-calving to compensate.’

The target score at mating 
should be 2.5, regardless of the 
time of year, but Dr Lowman em-
phasises that a cow can put on half 
a score at grass and lose quarter 
of a score on winter forage within 
a month.

In the new videos, Dr Lowman 
also advises farmers to handle 10 
to 20 per cent of the cows in the 
herd, as visual assessment can be 
misleading due to gut shape and 
hair. Once they have a feel for the 
scores then the rest of the herd 
can be analysed visually.

To view the two videos visit 
www.qmscotland.co.uk or the 
QMS Facebook page.

Dr Basil Lowman

Grandfathers 
Tractor Mounted 
Spraying Course

For enquiries or bookings please contact us: By phone to Jenna 
Kyle on 01838 400 210 or by email to jenna.kyle@sruc.ac.uk
Kirkton Farm, Crianlarich, FK20 8RU

In response to the changes to Grandfather Rights which came 
into force on 26th November 2015, SRUC has developed
a course for our clients who currently spray under the 
Grandfather Rights clause.

Our next course will be held at: 
Kirkton Farm, Crianlarich - Monday 21st March
Last few spaces remaining - £410.00

1953 Ferguson Ted 20

07501 027015

In excellent 
condition.  Body/
tyres/mechanics.

£2.400 Ono

AA McIntyre Poultry

NEW SEASON
Point of way Pullets ready now

Delivery West Coast, 
Campbeltown To Fort 

William
W/C Monday 14th March

ISABrown, Rhode Rock, Speckled 
Lady, Blue Bell, Ambers, Sussex 

Star, White Star.
Ducks

Tel: 07779 311149 / 

01292 591266

Dawsons Estate Agents has 
been providing property mar-
keting and letting management 
services throughout Argyll & 
Lochaber since the fi rm was 
founded in 1974 and has a long 
established reputation for excep-
tional customer care and service.
Th e owner of Dawsons, Mandy Carmichael, is joined by Neil Fraser 
who both lead the way in being Oban’s most experienced estate 
agents and with their  excellent negotiation skills you can be sure 
the optimum price will be successfully achieved for your property.
Th is, combined with our offi  ce occupying a prime location right in 
the centre of Oban with all our properties featuring in our promi-
nent window display, our own bespoke website, Rightmove, Zoop-
la and PrimeLocation and our association with the Mayfair Offi  ce 
marketing group based in central London, means that Dawsons are 
well equipped to provide a specialist and expert service. 
Dawsons ……quite simply specialists in property sales and lettings.

Etive Road, Dunbeg

Creag Bhan, Oban

Alliance House, 1 George Street, Oban, PA34 5RX
Tel: 01631 563901 info@dawsonsestateagents.co.uk

www.dawsonsestateagents.co.uk

Sold for above Home Report valuation

Sold for above Home Report valuation

TO LET

RESIDENTIAL/BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
This is a rural property with stunning view 

of Loch Awe near Kilchrenan.
4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, large sitting/dinning room area.

Very good record on airbnb.
Great family house for those that prefer rural life.

Furnished or unfurnished £650pcm.
Heating & hot water supplied by wood pellet boiler.

Contact Frank - 07831264806
landlord reg 266939/130/02351

Cafe Bluebell
Campbeltown

0844 7011 800

• Popular & well 
presented cafe

• Fully refurbished in 
2010

• Immaculate, turn 
key condition

• High levels of repeat 
custom

• Excellent potential to 
increase turnover

www.bruceandco.co.uk

For further information please contact us at 
info@bruceandco.co.uk

Ref: 44064 
Freehold

£199,999

Sturgeon eases 
farmers’ pain 
with late deal

Welcoming the surprise move, 
NFU Scotland President Allan 
Bowie called for an investigation 
into the flawed computer system 
that created long delays in subsidy 
payments, forcing many farming 
businesses to the brink of collapse.

Farmers and crofters still wait-
ing for a direct subsidy payment at 
the end of March will now receive 
a cash advance from the Scottish 
Government.

The First Minister said that the 
Scottish Government will use up 
to £200 million of national funds 
to provide cash support while 
Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) claims are being processed.

Speaking ahead of a meeting 
with NFU Scotland, Nicola 
Sturgeon said: ‘We are less than 

half way through the payment 
window allowed by Europe, and 
the majority of Scottish producers 
– more than 10,000 – have already 
received a subsidy payment. 

‘However, payments are not 
being made as quickly as we would 
like.

‘I very much recognise the cash- 
flow issues facing Scottish agri-
culture, which underpins our £14 
billion food and drink industry.’

Rural Affairs Secretary Richard 
Lochhead also confirmed that 
Scottish Beef Scheme payments 
will be made in the middle of 
April, in line with previous years. 

‘We welcome the First Minister’s 
involvement and intervention,’ 
said Allan Bowie, ‘and finally 
we have clear timelines drawn 
when all basic payment scheme 
claimants will receive the majority 

of their claims; when hill farmers 
and crofters will receive the 
majority of their Less Favoured 
Areas scheme money and beef 
payments have been promised in 
mid-April.

‘The flawed IT system to deliver 
CAP payments, funded by £180 
million of taxpayers’ money, 
desperately needs to be addressed 
and investigated and that must 
happen in due course. Not least 
because the 2016 scheme is 
expected to open for electronic 
applications in a few days’ time.’

He added: ‘Right now, let’s focus 
on getting this vital money into 
circulation, fill the £300 million 
hole that has been created in Scot-
land’s rural economy and let’s get 
Scotland’s farmers and crofters 
back to the job of producing food 
and doing business again with all 
those trades that rely on a thriving 
agricultural sector.’

Plans for a protest yesterday 
(Thursday) by farmers outside the 
Scottish Parliament – to highlight 
the deepening cash crisis within 
the industry – were understood to 
be unchanged by the last minute 
deal.

COLIN CAMERON
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING 
TO DISPOSE OF?

WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 
COMMERCIAL TYPE 

VEHICLES
(OTHER VEHICLES, 

CARS, PLANT, 
MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, 
MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO 
YOUR ENTIRE FLEET 

PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND 

CAN DO SAMEDAY 
COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE 
AND A HASSLE FREE 

SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM 

NOW

0800 002 
9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE 
IN SCOTLAND

£££££££

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

e: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07703490572

ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
touring caravans, camper vans, 

motorhomes, all makes and models, 
any age, mileage or condition.  

Collection anywhere.  
Top cash prices paid.

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Honda FR-V VTEC SE Estate

Tel 01631 770665 / 07834 640989

05 plate 
2 litre, 6 seats,
62,000 miles
One owner since new
Full service history
MOT Aug 2016
Good condition.

£2,950

Land Rover Discovery Pursuit

Tel 07590683724 or 01546 605367 (eves)

TD5, 2004, Manual, 
100,000 miles,
Cloth Interior, Climate 
Control 
Self Levelling Rear 
Suspension
7 seats, Well maintained.

£5,500

DRIVE TIMES

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

A stellar contribution to Isuzu sales and customer service 
has earned Eaglesham Garage of Glasgow the accolade of 
Isuzu Dealer of the Year for 2015.

As an Isuzu specialist since 1989, Eaglesham Garage was able 
to count on its extensive experience and expertise as it ranked 
among the best dealers in the United Kingdom on sales alone. 
The Scottish team sold 112 of the multi-award winning D-Max 
pick-ups throughout the year – a 17 per cent increase on its 
2014 total.

Eaglesham Garage soars high 
as Isuzu dealer of the year 2015 

TRANSIT CUSTOM TREND VAN 270 
2.2 TDCI 100PS

Tel 01631 720587

Short wheelbase, low roof in 
silver. Immaculate condition 
owned from new, ply lined 
load area, roof rack , tow bar 
and full waterproof fi tted seat 
covers included. 

14,300 miles.

£14,900 

inc VAT

In addition to vehicle, parts and accessories 
sales, the Dealer of the Year award jury – made 
up of Isuzu UK’s senior management team – 
takes into account sales aftercare and general 
customer service when appraising the net-
work’s numerous sales and service dealer sites.

William Brown, General Manager of Isuzu 
UK, said: ‘It was not just Eaglesham Garage’s 
strong sales results – ranked among the best 
of all Isuzu dealers – that helped it to win this 
prestigious Isuzu Dealer of the Year award. Its 
excellent improvement over its performance in 
2014 was taken into consideration, as well as a 
general all-round excellence in its approach to 
catering for customers’ needs.’

With more than 25 years’ experience, the 
Eaglesham Garage team had also completed 
the full Isuzu UK training schedule throughout 
2014 and 2015, equipping its staff  to deliver 
outstanding service to all of their customers. 
Eaglesham only dropped one mark out of 20 in 
an impressive customer service score.

In the same awards ceremony, which took 
place last month, Simon Green, Dealer Prin-
cipal of family-run K T Green Isuzu specialists 
from Leeds, West Yorkshire, was named Pick Up 
Professional of the Year. David Taylor Garages 
of South Wales were Sales Dealer of the Year 
and Roger Young Isuzu of Saltash was named 
Accessories Dealer of the Year.

Corrie Motors of Inverness were New Dealer 
of the Year and Threeways Garage of North 
Wales were Most Improved.

The Isuzu D-Max, available from Isuzu deal-
erships across the country, is available in three 
body styles – single, extended and double 
cab. Prices start from £14,999 (CVOTR) for the 
entry-level single cab 4x2 rising to £25,999 
(CVOTR) for the range-topping Isuzu Blade. 
The Isuzu D-Max is fi tted with a super-effi  cient 
2.5-litre twin-turbo diesel engine, producing 
163 PS and 400 Nm of torque, is able to tow 
a class-leading 3.5-tonnes (braked) while un-
laden can return 38.7 mpg (combined), and is 
available with a six-speed manual or fi ve-speed 
automatic transmission.

Every new D-Max sold in the UK is backed by 
the company’s pioneering, fi ve-year / 125,000-
mile warranty.

WILLERBY, RICHMOND 2009 
RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN

PLEASE CONTACT 
01866 822129 / 07780 926477

8 BERTH, 3 BEDROOMS, 
DOUBLE GLAZED, CENTRAL 
HEATING, GAS SYSTEM 
CERTIFIED FOR 9 MONTHS.

£10,500 o.n.o.
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CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Barrapol Common Grazings, 
Tiree
Registration Number: CG263

Back of Keppoch Glenan 
Achnaskian Etc Common 
Grazings, Arisaig and Moidart
Registration Number: CG275

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

G Macdonald
Cnoccoran, Kilfinichen & Kil-
vickeon
0.15 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.62355

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

K Tindal
Sandbank, Kilfinichen & Kil-
vickeon
0.022 ha - For alterations and 
an extension to an existing 
dwelling house 
4.86.62335
Conditions: 3b, 4, 8

Conditions
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed develop-
ment completion
(4) That fence shall be main-
tained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date of 
the Direction unless an ap-
plication for registration of 
the making of the Direction is 
submitted before the expiry 
of that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may ap-
peal against a decision to 
the Scottish Land Court with-
in 42 days of the date of this 
advert.

First Registration of 
a Croft

Mr Gary MacIver has 
registered their croft 221 
Acharacle also known as 
Ferrymans Croft on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 16 November 
2016

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2367

First Registration of 
a Croft

Ms Isabel Ashcroft have 
registered their croft at 5 & 6 
Sanna, Ardmurchan, Sunart 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers Of 
Scotland.

Any Person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 25th October 
2016.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2205

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Ishbel Wilson has 
registered the croft 
12,13,14,15&16 Unachan, 
Achnahanate,  Kilmonivaig, 
on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 17 November, 2016.
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2366.

First Registration of 
a Croft

Mr Robert Hosie Clark 
Kerchwen has regis-
tered their croft Brae-
manvoir (share) & 
Uisken (shares), Ard-
chiavaig, Kilfinichen 
& Kilvickeon  on the 
Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wish-
es to challenge the 
registration may apply 
to the Scottish Land 
Court by 05 October 
2016

Details of the registra-
tion can be found at 
www.crof ts . ros .gov.
uk/register/home. The 
croft registration num-
bers are Braemanvoir 
C2311 & Uisken C2319

Proposed 
Assignation of a Croft
Mr Graeme MacColl is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy of 
the croft at Craigen Breck, 
Isle of Lismore to Mrs I 
MacColl of Balnagown, Isle 
of Lismore.  If you consider 
you have a relevant interest 
in this application, you 
may submit comments 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or email 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.  Please note that 
any comments you provide 
are part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

Amended First 
Registration of a Croft

Mrs Catherine Turner has 
registered the croft 84 & 
85 Lochyside, Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 13/10/2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2146.

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Mr Gillespie Cameron has 
registered his crofts 45b. 
Ormsaigmore and 45c 
Ormsaigmore, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 25th 
November 2016.
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
Croft registration numbers 
are C2424 and C2419 
respectively.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments 14 days.  
Applications 16/00597/LBC & 16/00923/LBC 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/00597/LBC

16/00708/FUL

16/00732/FUL

16/00801/PIP

16/00845/FUL

16/00848/FUL

16/00893/FUL

16/00923/LBC

Development  Address

Old Church Schoolhouse,
Arisaig

Development Site rear of 
The Old Smiddy, Spean 
Bridge

Land 420m West of Kingie 
Lodge, Invergarry

Kismet Villa, 4 Hillside 
Estate, Fort William

Land 70m East of Dunaline, 
Lochaline, Morvern

Sunart Sea Farm, Kinmara, 
Salen, Acharacle

Land NE of Ben Nevis Inn, 
Achintee, Fort William

St Andrew’s House, 
Fassifern Road, Fort William

Proposal Description

Replacement of existing white 
painted, single-glazed, timber sash 
and case windows with white 
painted, double-glazed, timber sash 
and case windows

Change of use of one self-catering 
unit to two holiday letting units

Proposed access track entrance

Erection of house

6 houses and 2 self build plots as 
community affordable housing

Marine shellfish farm, installation of 
longlines for mixed species culture of 
oysters (native and pacific), mussels, 
scallops (queen and king)

Extension to existing car park

Siloxane based water repellent to all 
three existing chimneys

BREEDON AGGREGATES

BLAST AT BANAVIE QUARRY 
FRIDAY 11TH MARCH
BETWEEN 12PM-2PM

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Orkney 520

Tel 07795 397703

Yamaha 26 hp
Backup mariner 
4hp, VHF, fi sh 
fi nder, compass 
& trailer. All very 
good condition.

£7500 ONO

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected at Oban Lorn and Isles area office Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban 

PA34 4AW, between 09:00-12.30 and 13.30- 17:00hrs Monday to Friday and 10:00-12:30 and 13:30-17:00hrs on Wednesday 

or at the Mid Argyll Kintyre and Isles area office 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD between 09:00 – 17:00hrs Monday 

to Friday and at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 

website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

16/00293/PP Demolition of existing sheds, erection of new 
garage court and installation of private
drainage system

Land West Of Kilchoan House 
Kilmelford Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4XD 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

16/00437/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, detached garage/
studio and installation of septic tank

Land North West Of Mill Farm 
House Barcaldine Oban Argyll 
PA37 1SE

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/00484/PP Conversion of store to form dwellinghouse 
(retrospective)

Mill Cottage Isle Of Coll Argyll 
And Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

16/00479/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and garage Nursery Cottage Barcaldine 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 
1SG 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/00408/PP Demolition of extension, erection of replacement 
extension and installation of new septic tank

Four Winds Kilmaluaig Isle 
Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6XB 

Tiree Area Office

16/00435/PP Change of use from former dental surgery to
2 no residential flats

Dental Surgery 21 Argyll 
Square Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4AT 

Oban Area Office

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-

environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 

any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 

on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 

can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2011
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 18
PLANNING APPLICATION REFERENCE NUMBER: 15/03129/PP
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT: GLEN NOE ESTATE, LOCH ETIVE, TAYNUILT, 
ARGYLL AND BUTE

Notice is hereby given that an environmental statement has been submitted to Argyll and Bute Council by RWE Innogy UK Ltd 

relating to the planning application in respect of Construction of run-of-river hydro electric scheme.

 A copy of the environmental statement and the associated planning applications may be inspected during office hours in 

the register of planning applications kept by the Planning Authority, at Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW 

and by logging on to the Council’s Website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and going through the Planning Application information 

system during the period of 28 days beginning with the date of this notice.

Copies of the environmental statement may be purchased from RWE Innogy UK Ltd, Earn House, 

Lamberkine Drive, Broxden Business Park, Perth, PH1 1RA at a cost of £100.00 (paper copy of full ES. Non Technical Summary 

free of charge) and (£5.00 CD – full ES) including postage and packaging. 

Any person who wishes to make representations to Argyll and Bute Council about the environmental statement should make 

them in writing within the period to – Planning Services, Development and Infrastructure, Argyll and Bute Council, Municipal 

Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW.

4 March 2016

Jack McGowan, Planning Officer

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
VARIATION OF CHARGES AT DESIGNATED ON STREET PARKING PLACES IN 
THE TOWN OF OBAN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council in exercise of the powers conferred on them by section 46A of the Road 

Traffic Regulation Act 1984 hereby varies the charges payable in respect of vehicles using the designated on street parking 

places on the roads listed below with effect from 8th April 2016. 

Road Name (Inner Zone)

Limited to 2 hours maximum stay

Existing Charges
(until 7th April 2016)

Revised Charges
(from 8th April 2016)

Albany Street (part)

Argyll Street

Argyll Square

Campbell Street

Combie Street

Craigard Road

High Street

Queens Park Place

Rockfield Road
(School Brae)

Shore Street (part)

Stafford Street

Stevenson Street

Tweedale Street

William Street

Airds Crescent

Airds Palce 

Corran Esplanade

George Street

80 pence per 40 minutes 20 pence per 10 minutes

40 pence per 20 minutes

60 pence per 30 minutes

80 pence per 40 minutes

Road Name (Outer Zone)

Limited to 4 hours maximum stay

Albany Street (part)

Breadalbane Street

Drimvargie Road

Glenshellach Terrace

Lochside Street

Shore Street (part)

Dunollie Road

80 pence per 40 minutes 20 pence per 10 minutes

40 pence per 20 minutes

60 pence per 30 minutes

80 pence per 40 minutes

Residents Permits

Annual Charge £80.00 £95.00

Quarterly Charge £29.00 £35.00

Penalty Charge Notice (paid within 14 days) £30.00

Penalty Charge Notice (paid after 14 days) £60.00

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Balfour Beatty Group Ltd of  Fleet Services, West Service Road, 
Raynesway, Derby, DE21 7BG is applying to change an existing 
licence as follows:

at Crainlarich Yard, Nr Kelaitor Farm, Crainlarich, FK20 8RL

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would 

of this notice. Representors must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at the address given at the top 

MALLAIG HARBOUR AUTHORITY

Appointment of Non-Executive Board Members

Mallaig Harbour Authority is seeking to make appointments of three non-
executive members to its Board and individuals with an interest in public service 
are being sought.

Mallaig Harbour Authority is a Trust Port which diff ers from company or local 
authority owned ports by its constitution and powers.  All port investments are 
funded from trading revenues supplemented by commercial borrowings.

The main duties of the Authority are to maintain, improve and develop the Port.

Two of the appointments will be for a period of three years.  One of the 
appointments will be for  a period of two years with all three appointments 
commencing in April 2016.  Posts will be part time, typically a few days per 
month.  A modest remuneration is payable.

Competencies/Skills

Applicants must be able to demonstrate the following:

• That they have achieved results in demanding situations and can 
demonstrate ability and a proven track record in their chosen profession (or 
other activities);

• That they have the ability to contribute eff ectively in group discussions 
involving a wide range of people, including specialists and professionals.  
This includes the intellectual ability to extract the essence of an argument 
from papers and to analyse problems and assess evidence impartially;

• That they have been able to earn the respect of colleagues and been 
infl uential as a member of a team working over a sustained period of time 
towards demanding goals;

Applicants should make clear the level and depth of management or specialist 
expertise (if any), and of any other experience which demonstrate knowledge 
and interests relevant to this post e.g. management of harbours, fi nancial 
management, human resources and industrial relations, laws relating to 
Scotland.

Residence within a reasonable distance of the port, and familiarity with local 
issues in the region surrounding the port, are highly desirable.

The Authority is committed to equality of opportunity and encourages a 
diverse range of applicants and to the principle of appointment on merit with 
independent assessment, openness and transparency of process in accordance 
with the Guide To Good Governance for Trust Ports.

Further details and application forms can be obtained from:

Mallaig Harbour Authority, Harbour Offi  ce, Mallaig, Inverness-shire. PH41 4QB or 
info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

Closing date for applications – 2pm on Friday 25th March 2016

ONLY 
£15

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 
of Scottish Chiefs, the 

new-look Scots Heritage 
magazine is an unbeatable 

read. With features on 
clans, genealogy, great 
Scots, the events which 

forged a nation, and 
a wealth of articles on 
Scottish history and 

culture, no other magazine 
is as successful at 

keeping Scots at home 
and abroad in touch with 

their heritage.

To subscribe to Scots 
Heritage call the 

subscriptions number, 

and post to the relevant 
address or visit the website 

and click on subscribe. 
It couldn’t be easier.

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25



Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
off er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range of award winning 
publications, off ering high quality advertising packages to local 
businesses.
You will benefi t from on-going training, fi rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and eff ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays

We are looking for a motivated person to join our 
busy Chandlery team for this summer season.

Full time 5 day a week position March - 
September. Weekend working on rota system. 

Computer skills essential.
Visit website for full details or call office for 

application form.
Ardfern Yacht Centre, Ardfern, By 

Lochgilphead, Argyll. 01852 500 247
chandlery@ardfernyacht.co.uk

Summer Season 
Chandlery Administrator

REQUIRE

SITE MANAGERS / SUPERVISORS
ALSO

QUALIFIED JOINERS
FOR MAINTENANCE DEPT.

VALID CSCS, H &S QUALIFICATIONS
& DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS / C.V. TO
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

REQUIRE

UPVC
FABRICATOR
TRAINING WILL BE 

PROVIDED
 (Mid-Argyll based)

FULL TIME PERMANENT 
POSITION

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS 
/ C.V. TO KILMORY 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RR.

OR e-mail – 
lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Dining staff
Housekeeping staff    
Bar Staff (Bar Rio)

For more information please contact
Darrel Williams, General Manager

Tel: 01631 562183

Email: Darrel.Williams@sgehotels.com

Columba Hotel
has the following  

full time positions available

Customer Services Assistant
Mid Argyll
Salary £8,548.50 - £9,444.50
35 hours over a 2-week period 
(week 1, Monday – Wednesday 9.00am 
– 5.00pm; week 2, Monday – Tuesday, 
9.00am – 5.00pm)
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@
acha.co.uk
For more information, please contact 
Jenna Shaw on 01546 605800
Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Thursday 24 March
Interviews for this post will be held in 
Lochgilphead on Tuesday 12 April.

MAINTENANCE/GENERAL 
ESTATE WORKER

REQUIRED FOR

LAGGAN ESTATE
Bowmore

Isle of Islay.

A 3 Bedroomed Cottage is available with this position.

For full job description and application form please 
contact the Estate Office on

Tel: (01496) 810235
Email: lagganproperties@btinternet.com

West Coast Estate Agent
Requires personable energetic 

and capable person to help run 

busy estate agency offi  ce.

Computer skills and 
drivers licence essential.

This is a full time permanent position, 
salary negotiable, written applications/cv 
to PO Box 15, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

Manor House
Chef required

Full-time immediate start. 
Wages negotiable depending on 

experience.
Accommodation available if required.

Contact Gregor 01631 562087
email: info@manorhouseoban.com
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Scottish Sea Farms are proud to be the 2015 Crown Estate Aquaculture 
Company of the Year.  We are the UK’s leading producer of premium quality 
Atlantic salmon specific for UK and International markets.  Our unique 
training and personal development programme is designed to add to the 
skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression.

We currently have job opportunities available within the following areas:

Experienced Husbandry Personnel: 
Fishnish, Isle of Mull
The successful candidate will have at least 2 years’ practical salmon farming 
experience.  You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide 
range of farming disciplines including: health and safety awareness, fish 
health assessment, cage and moorings maintenance, feeding optimisation 
and skilled seamanship.  Above all you should have the drive and ambition 
to improve your career through training and development.  A commercially 
endorsed Day Skipper qualification (or equivalent) is essential for this 
position.

Seasonal Marine Personnel: 
Oban and the Isle of Mull
We offer suitable candidates the opportunity for guaranteed weekend work. 
Experience would be beneficial, however formal training in essential skills 
will be provided.

If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Claire Scott on 01786 
445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

All applicants must have a current driving licence.  

Closing date: Friday 25th March 2016Business Administrator
The Business Administrator is a highly visible, ‘front of house’ role and the successful applicant will 

three FAI Aquaculture sites 

• Maintaining the General and Cashbook ledgers

• Managing site records

• Ensuring that appropriate levels of stock and consumables are purchased and 
maintained

Benchmark was founded in 2000 to help repair and build a global food chain that is 

expansion plan now underway the site will be uniquely placed within the UK to 

We also have vacancies for the following 

If you wish to enquire further, please contact Bidvest 

season,

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN A 2 NIGHT DB&B STAY ON LOCH LOMOND

APRIL
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Tom Ballard

The birdman of 
Caerlaverock
Uist’s Gallic 
Crofter
Laurence
Oliphant: A loon 
for all seasons

ON
LOCHABER 
LIFE

TOP SPRING 
BREAK IDEAS

OF THE BEST COUTHIEST

SCOTS DISHES10



OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tar-
bert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk  

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

DFI 2 STROKE OIL Quick 
Silver, 38 litres, (3 x 10ltr, 1 
x 8ltr opened), all unused, 
offers or  £6 per litre Tele-
phone 01631 770693.

 MISCELLANEOUS
CATTLE GRID 3mtsx-
3.6mts, built to full 

£800incl VAT Telephone 
01397 703446².
SALMON SCRINGE 
NETS for quick sale, £1150 
& £1250   Telephone 01631 
564091.

SHIPPING CONTAINER 
steel 20ftx10ft, used once, 
brand new condition, vent-

£2,000incl VAT Telephone 
01397 703446².
WOODWORKER MAG-
AZINES Years: 1962-69, 
1970-76, 1980-88, Free on 
Collection  Telephone 01397 
712747 (Gairlochy)².

 MOBILIT

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

DRUM KIT Hoshino   £75 
Telephone 07879 118283.
ELECTRIC GUITAR 
Yamaha   £40 Telephone 
07879 118283.
ELECTRIC GUITAR 
Shine Telecaster   £35 
Telephone 07879 118283.
UPRIGHT PIANO by 
Witton, Witton & Co, 
London (Ardrishaig)   £80 
Telephone 01546 603245.

 PET 
ACCESSORIES

LARGE BIRDCAGE 
5ft high x 2 ft square 
(150cms X 60cms).  
Freestanding on castors. 
Suitable for parakeets, 
cockatiels, budgerigars   
£60 Telephone 01880 
730204.

CHIMNEY SERVICES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITYSTOVES

L
O

C
A

L
   

PAINTING & DECORATING

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

BLINDS

PHOTO
ORDERS A4

photograph

£6.76

A5
photograph

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times

with the date of publication and the code 
printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Fort William

PO Box 1

Oban

PERSONALS

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD 
QUALITY S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY

LEADING MANUFACTURERS

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

MOBILITY 
SCOOTER

TGA Breeze, hardly used, 
road lights etc, cost £4,000.

£1,500ONOSAW 
BENCH

Working condition, 
ideal logs etc.

£300ONO

ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER

Erider  B200, 11 reg, 
longlasting battery, (nil road 

tax) vgc.

£750ONO

Happy 21st 
Birthday
Brendan

Love
from all 

the family

I would like to thank everyone, who 
helped make my 80th Birthday so 

special by attending my party, donating 
to charity and giving gifts. 

I really enjoyed my day, and appreciate 
all the kindness and support shown by 

so many. 

Thank You
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 BABY EQUIPMENT
COT MATTRESS 
d e p t h : 1 2 0 c m , 
width:60cm, height:14cm. 
In very good condition. 
Comes with 1 x cotton 

and pet free home   £20 
Telephone 07840 885812.
LINDAM EXTENDING 
METAL SAFETY Gate, 
the smallest opening is 
62cm and the largest 
opening is 102cm. White 
colour   £6.50 Telephone 
07840 885812.
MAXI COSI PRIORI 
SPS GROUP 1   Car Seat, 
suitable for 9mth-4yrs, 
9-18kg,side protection 
system,4 recline position, 
belt hooks, brown (cave) 
colour. Immaculate 
condition   £60 Telephone 
07840 885812.

 BICYCLES
CUBE AMS 130 PRO 
MOUNTAIN BIKE 
fully with lots of extras, 
hardly used   £430 
Telephone 07564 90481
6                                    .
SCOTT ASPECT 610 
MOUNTAIN BIKE (hard 
trail) from 2013, lots of 
extras, hardly used (less 
than 120 miles)   £375 
Telephone 07564 904856.

 BUILDING / DIY
CAST IRON DIS-
TILLERY FLOOR PIL 2 
No, 2700 length, 130mm 
dia, very heavy, very 
strong, buyer collects   
£30 ono Telephone 01586 
554160.
CHERRY PICKER HIRE 
Nifty 170 Ht 17.5mts, 
reach 8.5mts.  Loler cert, 
£120 per day, £450 per 
week.  Delivery within 25 
miles of Inveraray, £1 per 
mile and all inc of VAT.  
George Hotel    Telephone 
01499 302111².
LOCAL SLATES FOR 
SALE Ballachulish, 
approx 5,000.  For more 
information write to Box 
no 16, The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

D O G / L U G G A G E 
GUARD ‘Guardsman’, 
suitable for Nissan X-Trail 
(2003-2014), 2 yrs old, 

phone 01631 571157.
D O G / L U G G A G E 

drover Discovery Sport, 
used once, genuine reason 
for sale   £80ono Tele-
phone 07770 956372.
NEW HONDA ROOF 
BICYCLE HOLDER 
(MB-622), 08L07-TA1-
600BS   £40 Telephone  
07840 885812.

AND ACCESSORIES
HAND KNITTING white 
hooded Aran jacket. Fit 
6/12 months   £20.  Rose 
pink, Aran cardigan with 
collar and hat to match. 
Fit 12/18months   £25   
Telephone 07748 574770.
HOLY COMMUNION 
DRESS gorgeous Holy 

7/8 has been dry cleaned 
cost £200 Worn once   £50 
Telephone 07748 574770.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREVILLE whole juicer, 
used once (Ardrishaig)   
£75 Telephone 01546 
603245.
FRIDGE FREEZER  
Bosch, frostfree, working 
order   £50 Telephone 
07472 652021.
MORPHY RICHARDS  
Breadmaker (Ardrishaig)   
£20 Telephone 01546 
603245.
TUMBLEDRYER White 
Knight tumble and spin 
dryer, as new   £90 Tele-
phone 01369 840558.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUP tri-colour 
collie pup, 10 wks old, 
bitch, used to children, 
chipped  Telephone 01631 
760213.
TERRIER PUPS Border 
Cross Terrier, parents 
excellent temperament, 

adorable pups, all bitches  
Telephone 01631 730265.

 FURNITURE
BEANBAGS  two faux 
leather beanbags, as new, 
£35 for both   £20 each 
Telephone 01369 840558.
EXTENDING PINE 
TABLE  and 6 chairs. 
Good condition   £300 
Telephone 01397 704658².
FARMHOUSE PINE 
BOOKCASE as new 
condition, 5 shelves, 74” 
x 30” x 10” buyer collects   
£150 Telephone 01852 
314038².
FOLDING BED  3ft wide, 
very good condition. 
Please leave a message on 
the answering machine if 
I am not available to speak   
£30 Telephone 01586 
554097.
HOSTESS TROLLEY 
converts to table. As 
Trolley L 2’7”, D 1’3”, 
H2’4”,  As Table L 2’7”, D 
2’6”, H 2’4”. Downsizing, 
buyer to collect, Lochgilp-
head area   £15 Telephone  
01546 600240.
LEATHER SETTEES two 
leather two seater settees, 
navy blue, good condi-
tion, buyer uplifts   £10 
Telephone 01586 830621.
PINE FIRE SURROUND 
with side storage units, 
still in the box, can paint/
varnish to own taste, 
Campbeltown   £50 ono 
Telephone 07928 529612.
RECLINER CHAIR 
single, original upholstery 
and springing, Pastel 
green and pink patterned. 
As new.  W 2’6”, D 2’6”.  
Buyer to uplift. Downsiz-
ing, Lochgilphead area   
£40   Telephone 01546 
600240.
ROOM DIVIDER/DIS-
PLAY SHELVES L 5’11”, 
H 5’1”, D 1’. 5 Shelves 
incl. top and bottom, Free 
to uplift, Lochgilphead 
Area. Downsizing   Tele-
phone 01546 600240.
SINGLE SPARE BED  
divan with storage under.  
Padded headboard, single 
interior sprung mattress, 
clean, very good condi-

tion, as new. Downsizing. 
Lochgilphead area, buyer 
to uplift   £40  Telephone 
01546 600240.
STURDY  Cane Conserv-
atory 2 seat settee and 
single chair. Fully up-
holstered, Airforce Blue, 
as new. Settee W 5’2”, 
D 3’, Chair W 3’2”, D 3’. 
Could split. Downsizing. 
Lochgilphead area, buyer 
to uplift    £200 Telephone 
01546 600240.
TABLE  lovely glass table, 
Campbeltown   £40 ono 
Telephone 07928 529612.
TV STAND with three 
glass shelves, very good 
condition   £30 Telephone 
01586 810183.

FITNESS
ERGOMETER EXER-
CISE BIKE new   £99.99 
Telephone 07879 118283.
TREADMILL JTX Sprint 
7, brand new   £500 Tele-
phone 07879 118283.
TREK STEP RISER/ 
CROSS  Country Thane 
Orbit   £50 Telephone 
07879 118283.

AND FIREPLACES
MAHOGANY FIRE 
SURROUND with marble 
hearth   £80 Telephone 
01631 564293.

CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD  White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print  Tele-
phone 01586 554975.

ENTERTAINMENT
TOSHIBA DVD PLAYER 
black, with remote con-
trol. Campbeltown   £20 
Telephone 07928 529612.
VINYL RECORDS Ap-
prox 40, LPs, mixed selec-
tion, Classical and 70’s & 
80’s Pop. (Lochgilphead 
Area)   £50 Telephone 
01546 600240.

DOUBLE BED COVER 
quilted,cream, as new. 
Downsizing, Lochgilp-
head area   £8 Telephone 
01546 600240.
LARGE WALL MIRROR   
white ornate surround   £15 
Telephone 01631 564293.
TELEPHONE  black still 
in box, never used, Camp-
beltown   £15 Telephone 
07928 529612.

2 SELLA CHAIRS black 
leather, chrome frame, 
cantilever chairs with arm-
rests   £45 each Telephone 
01397 712747 (Gairlochy)².

4 KITCHEN STOOLS 2 
folding, very good condi-
tion   £20 Telephone 01631 
564293.
TEFAL ACTIFRY very 
good condition   £25 Tele-
phone 01586 810183.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

TABLE TENNIS TABLE 
as new   £60  Telephone 
07879 118283.

good quality, as new, never 
been used, was £280   £99 
Telephone 01369 840558.
TRICYCLE  Adult Pash-
ley, new   £500 Telephone 
07879 118283.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 
of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 POULTRY
PULLETS  Skye pure 
pullets, black or brown 
Telephone 01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach on 
all your correspondence. 
500 labels from £20.  Call 
Krisp Print   Telephone 
01586 554975.
WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, 
printed with your address. 
Sets from £33. From Krisp 
Print   Telephone 01586 
554975.

 WANTED
CARAVAN OR CAMP-
ERVAN any make or mod-
el, any condition.  Cash 
waiting Telephone  07818 
118449².
PLAYPEN WANTED 
prefer wooden type, Fort 
William area   Telephone 
07543 545276².

WANTED SEAL SKIN 
SPORRAN Any condition 
will do.  Reasonable price 
paid Telephone 07831 
264806².

WANTED
Large quantity of red granite
We are willing to pay top prices for 
suitable weathered building stone

Will demolish and uplift

Please contact : 
Mr Cumming 07760 888165



GRADUATION

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost 
of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any 
newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until 
the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to 
raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Kayleigh MacGillivray
Graduated from the University of Stirling in 2015 with a 

ONLY 
£15

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council of 

Scottish Chiefs, the new-look 
Scots Heritage magazine is 
an unbeatable read. With 

features on clans, genealogy, 
great Scots, the events 

which forged a nation, and a 
wealth of articles on Scottish 
history and culture, no other 
magazine is as successful at 
keeping Scots at home and 
abroad in touch with their 

heritage.

To subscribe to Scots Heritage 
call the subscriptions number, 

post to the relevant address or 
visit the website and click on 

subscribe. 
It couldn’t be easier.
UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS
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WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL
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Subscribe  

to the 
Oban Times 
and receive

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the 
first 12 editions free is £44.68.  £58 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands 

Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop, Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

+
12 weeks FREE

Save £13
2 FREE CANDLES

Worth £20

Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company

Thought for the week
THIS year is shaping up to be quite a year for political 
anoraks on both sides of the Atlantic. Here we have the 
Holyrood elections in May followed a few weeks later by 
the EU Referendum whilst in America we have the Presi-
dential election in November. There the likely candidates 
will be the Republican Donald Trump and the Democrat 
Hillary Clinton. Quite a choice for our American friends! 
A recent clip of Donald Trump holding his mother’s 
Bible highlighted a significant difference in the political 
landscape between America and Britain. Here such an 
image would spell political suicide. Remember Alastair 
Campbell’s ‘we don’t do God’ comment. In the USA 
such an image is more likely to play well with the sizeable 
Christian sector of society. I hope the Donald reads his 

Bible, indeed I wish more of our leaders, whatever their 
political allegiances, read the Bible and took note of its 
challenges, not least with regard to the treatment of the 
most vulnerable members of society. Why stop with our 
leaders? Any of us would be the better for reading the Bi-
ble with a genuine openness to its relevance for our lives. 
One of the authors described it as ‘lamp for my feet, and a 
light for my path’. At the heart of it is the Jesus who spoke 
of himself as the light of the world. Jesus won’t tell us who 
or what to vote for but his life and teaching remain as the 
measure of Christian discipleship and an example to us all 
of a life of love and self-giving.

James Beaton
Oban Free Church
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DAVID FELLOWES, who 
died on January 27, 2016, was 
a true Highland gentleman 
that during a lifetime living by 
Loch Awe came to be highly- 
regarded, well-respected and 
much-loved by those he lived 
and worked with. 
He was born on May 16, 1931, 
the son of Brigadier Reginald 
and Dulcie Fellowes.  He was 
educated first at Abberley 
Hall and then at Winchester.  
His further education at the 
West of Scotland Agricul-
tural College, Auchencruive 
prepared him for his life-long 
career in hill farming at 
Cladich.  Here he was ably 
instructed and assisted by the 
twin guiding lights of Hughie 
Sinclair and Fred Stewart 
(who set him firmly on the 
right path).
In 1955, two years after 
graduating, he married Liz 
Tremlett and moved into 
Inistrynich which became 
quickly the happy family 
home that so many of us re-
member.  In time, Emma and 
Mark arrived and the growing 
number of their friends made 

Obituary -

it a house where noise and 
laughter, fun and friendship 
were ever present. 
David and Liz were consum-
mate hosts, everyone was 
always welcome and their 
entertaining was as legendary 
as was their gin bill!  Young 
as well as old loved being with 
them and the chat around 
the kitchen table both pre 
and post events was not to be 
missed.  Observations shared, 
stories told, David loved to be 
in the know and he especially 
enjoyed teasing you, a twinkle 
in his eye, if he knew some-
thing that you didn’t!
David and Liz were insepa-
rable for over 50 years and 
shared every endeavour he 
undertook whether at The Ar-
gyllshire Gathering, Lochawe 
and also Glen Orchy and 
Innishail Community Coun-
cils, The Dalmally Show, 
The Highland Cattle Society, 
The Loch Awe Improvement 
Association, The Royal High-
land and Agricultural Society 
of Scotland, St James’s Ard-
brecknish, The Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society and 

what was then The Scottish 
Landowners Federation. 
David was passionate about 
farming, stalking and about 
the Lochside community 
which he was part of and 
throughout his life contribut-
ed greatly to the many organ-
isations he either volunteered 
for or who sought him out. 
It was simply, a lifetime of 
public service.
He cared deeply about 
things being done correctly 
but this was no old-fashioned 
attachment to outmoded 
values, more an understand-
ing that the devil lay in the 
detail regardless of what the 
subject matter was.  He was 
a brilliant event organiser 
before that ever became a 
recognised profession.  In 
the same way, his love of 
detail was mirrored in his 
turn out which was always 
immaculate.
He held many senior posi-
tions but always chose to 
work by committee and was 
a tremendous encourager 
of people with an ability to 
enthuse them and inspire 

HIGHLY RESPECTED:  David Fellowes, a true Highland gentleman.

DEATHS

CROSS - Peacefully at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban on March 
7, 2016, in his 86th year, Donald 
Frederick Lyon Cross, beloved 
husband to the late Jenny and dear 
brother to Alistair.
GRANT - Peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital on March 3, 
2016. Angus Ian, aged 91, beloved 
husband of the late Morag and fear 
father of Elizabeth and grandpa of 
Julie and Steven. He will be sadly 
missed by all who knew him.

 On Thursday, 
March 3, 2016, peacefully 
surrounded by his family at 
the Western General Hospital, 
Edinburgh, John Matheson 
(Jakey), aged 85 years.  Dearly 
loved husband to Dorothy, much 
loved dad to Ruby and John and 
loving father-in-law, granda and 
great-granda. Sadly missed.

 Peacefully at Forth 
Valley Royal Hospital, on March 
6, 2016, John beloved husband 
of the late Eunice, loving father 
of Linda and the late Carol and 
much loved grandfather and great 
grandfather of the family. Funeral 
service at Cardross Crematorium 
on Tuesday, March 15, at 1.15pm. 

Scottish Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution would be appreciated.

 Peacefully at 
home in Kilmartin, on March 
5, 2016, Nan, in her 80th year, 
loving wife to John, much loved 
mother to Graham, Joyce, Janice 
and Irene, dear mother-in-law 
to Alison, Keith, Robert and 
Donald, and adored granny to 
Craig, Ross, Lewis, Ashleigh, 
Rebecca, Keir, Aaron, Caitlin, 
Eoghan and Isla. A dear sister, 
aunt, good neighbour and friend 
to many. Funeral service will take 
place on Thursday, March 10, 
2016, at Living Stones Christian 
Centre, Kilmartin at 12.00 
noon, thereafter to Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Donations if desired, 
to Macmillan Cancer Care and 
Marie Curie.

 Allan, peacefully 
after a short illness on Thursday, 
March 3, 2016 at the Stroke Unit, 

staff cared for him so well. In his 
82nd year, much loved husband 
of the late Jean Wilson, dearly 
loved dad of Andrew and Aileen, 
and younger brother of Stanley, 
father-in-law to Linda, Kevin and 
the late Graeme Stanners, and 
beloved grandad of Callum, Mimi 
and Nick.  A celebration of Allan’s 
life will be held on Wednesday, 
March 16, in Perth Congregational 
Church at 12.30pm, followed by 
the interment at Fonab Cemetery, 
Pitlochry, to which all who knew 
him are invited. There will be 
a retiring collection taken for 
the Stroke Unit at Perth Royal 

contribute.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CURTIS - Mary-Ann and family 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends, neighbours and work 
colleagues for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy, cards, 

received following their recent 
sad loss of Brian. Special thanks 
to Dr Phillips, Dr Harris, Jackie 
Gilmour and the whole team at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital for their 
exceptional care and attention 
given to Brian. Our thanks are 
also extended to Rev Hilda Smith 
and Father David Connor for a 
most appropriate, personal and 
uplifting service, and also for 
their continued support. Also, 
to Rev Derek Gibson for his 

visits. Grateful thanks to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral Directors for 
their caring arrangements, and to 
Harry for piping at the graveside. 
Finally, our thanks to all who 
attended at church and graveside 
to pay their respects. We were 
overwhelmed by the great 
numbers in attendance. The retiral 
collection has raised over £1,100 
for Marie Curie and Macmillan 
Nurses.

 Billy.   Liam, Erin, Gary 
and Elaine Elder the family of the 
late Billy Elder, wish to express 
our gratitude to everyone who 
showed support and sympathy 
after our loss. A special thanks 
to all who donated at the service, 
£665 was raised for Diabetes 
Highland. Thanks to Rev Corbett 
and McFall Funeral Directors 
for their services. We hope that 

community spirit has inspired us 
all so that it lives on throughout 
Lochaber.

Kathleen passed away 
peacefully at Belford Hospital on 
February 2nd 2016, a much loved 
wife of Michael, sister in law, 
auntie, great aunt and friend to 
many. Kathleen was the last of the 
family of Mr and Mrs Charles Toal 
Spean Bridge. Michael and all the 
families would like to express 
their gratitude to all relatives and 
friends for their kindness, mass 
and sympathy cards, phone calls 

to Belford Hospital staff for the 
attentive care and support  and 
from family throughout Kathleens 
time in hospital. Also the frequent 
visits over the years from Msgr 
Wynne and Msgr MacKinnon 
whilst in hospital. Grateful 
appreciation to Bishop Joe, Msgr 
Wynne and Father McAuley for  
a very moving  Requiem Mass. 
Thanks to all those who attended 
the service and  travelled from 
Ireland  their support was very 
much appreciated. Thanks to Scott  
at MacLennan funeral directors, 
Stronlossit Hotel for their catering 
and to Sean for piping. R.I.P.
KING - The family of Christine 
would like to thank most sincerely 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their many kind expressions 
of sympathy. Special thanks to 
all the doctors, nurses and carers 
who supported Christine so well 

Gunn for his respectful and caring 
funeral arrangements. Grateful 
thanks to the ladies who provided  
most welcome refreshments in 
Appin Hall. Our thanks to Rev 
Iain C Barclay for his services 
at both Appin Parish Church and 
Inverness Crematorium. The 
retiring collection in excess of 
£750 will be shared by Strath of 
Appin School and Appin Parish 
Trust.
McCULLOCH - The family of 
the late John McCulloch (Jack) 
would like to thank all neighbours 
and friends for their kindness to 
Jack in life and their sympathy 
at his death. Thank you to all the 
community care team and the 
hospital staff in ward B Oban 
hospital, to the Rev Chris Fulcher 
for an uplifting service, to D & 

arrangements and to all who 
attended the church and graveside.

MEMORIAMS

COUTTS - Treasured memories 
of my dear mother Ishbel, who 
died March 8, 1992, my dear 
father Alex, died June 17, 1976, 
my aunt Jean, died October 26, 
1988 and my brother Alistair, 
died November 2, 2007. Precious 
memories never fade away.
- Cathie, Inverness.

 In loving memory
of my dear wife Myra, mum
and grandma who died so
suddenly on March 9, 2005.
May the winds of heaven blow
gently
On that quiet and peaceful
spot
Where my loved one lies
sleeping
Too much loved to be forgot.
Miss and love you always.
Gus an Coinnichidh Sinn 
A-Rithist
- Ivor, Neil, Debbie and
family.

Dad. March 10, 
2015.
We miss his home steak dinners
And playing football and shinty 
days
His pancake making and big 
cuddles watching movies.
Going on our bikes together
Fishing trips and bedtime stories
But most of all his smile
We could write a million pages
But still be unable to say just how 
much we love and miss him
Every single day.
We remember all he taught us
We are hurt, but won’t be sad
Because he’ll send us down the 
answers
And he’ll always be our dad.
- Love William, Duncan and 
Alexander

 In loving memory 
of Alex passed away March 10, 
2015, aged 43, a loving son, 
brother, brother-in-law and 
devoted uncle and dad.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very 
dear.
Loved and remembered always.
-Your loving mum and family. 
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of our parents, 
grandparents and great 
grandparents, Hamish, died March 
5, 1997 and Mary, September 20, 
2004.
Words are few
Thoughts are deep
Memories of you
We will always keep.
- Love from your girls, Johan, 
Annie, Marion and families,
Killin, Lawers and Fersit.               

 In loving memory 
of my dear nephew Allan, who 
passed away March 11, 2004.
Loved and remembered always.
- Auntie Ann.

 In memory of 
Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen

In memory of 
Allan, who passed away March 
11, 2004.
Lovingly remembered.
- Jennifer
NICHOLSON - In loving 
memory of Jessie, who died 
March 11, 2000.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Donald, William, Catherine, 
Jane, Caroline and families.
OMAND - Treasured memories 
of a loving mother, mother-in-law 
and precious nana Cathie, Isle of 
Tiree, who sadly passed away on 
March 14, 2008.
Your presence we miss
Your memories we treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.
 - Rosemary, Ina, John, Murray, 
Norma and families, Tiree, Lewis 
and Renfrew.
STODDART - In loving memory 
of our dear mum Isabella 
Livingston, passed away March 
11, 1990. Fondly remembered 
always.
- From her sons and daughters.

them to aspire to the same 
standards as he held.  Never 
afraid to ask the difficult 
questions, at the same time 
he did so with a lightness of 
touch that did not offend.
His achievements were 
many.  The award-winning 
Cladich Fold of Highland 
Cattle and flock of Black-
face sheep; 52 years on The 
Dalmally Show committee, 
twice Secretary and seven 
times President.  President 
of the Highland Cattle 
Society for three years in-
cluding its centenary, and 
an international judge and 
fieldsman noted for his keen 
eye.  David was awarded 
the Ormsary Prize in 1984.  
He was a Trustee of the 
Argyllshire Gathering and a 
three-time Senior Steward.  
He was a wonderful dancer, 
and a qualified teacher for 
the RSCDA who took part 
in displays on the Corran 
Esplanade. He was a JP for 
over 30 years and for eight 
years a Deputy Lord Lieu-
tenant for Argyll and Bute. 
In addition his great love for, 
and knowledge, of the local 
area saw him giving frequent 
advice to film and television 
projects in the locality and 
he was someone whose views 
were sought and whose opin-
ions counted. Scottish dance 
music was another passion 
and no Saturday night was 
complete without Robbie 
Shepherd’s Take The Floor 
on BBC Radio Scotland!
But for all his achievements, 
what mattered most to him 
was his family.  He was 
hugely proud of Emma and 
Mark. And while he missed 
Liz more than he perhaps let 
on after her death in 2005, he 
found great joy and purpose 
in being a grandfather to 
Emma and Jamie’s children, 
Alexander, Violet, Rosanna 
and Davina, who was named 
after him.  A cause for fur-
ther celebration was Mark’s 
marriage to Michelle.  
David touched so many lives 
and contributed notably to 
so many organisations over 
the course of his life that he 
will be much missed.   But in 
missing him, we will remem-
ber all that he was and we 
will give thanks that he was 
part of our lives and we were 
able to be part of his.  
David was laid to rest along-
side Liz on the Island of Inn-
ishail on Friday, February 5.  
May he rest in peace.  

JB
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Fitness

Newton Stewart 31
Oban Lorne     20
BT West Division 1

Concussion guidance

Newton Stewart inflict double 
defeat over Green Machine

PORTREE Primary School 
and Inverlochy Primary School 
succeeded at RBS National First 
Shinty Festival.

This year’s festival brought 
together more than 200 of the 
best young players from across 
Scotland, all vying for the covet-
ed National P5 and P7 titles.

The P7 and under tournament 
was played at the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William, in front of a large 
and noisy crowd. The standard 
of play throughout the day was of 
the highest order with all the 14 
teams giving a great account of 
themselves.

Impressive
Section A saw an impressive 

Portree team top the group on 
goal difference from the equally 
impressive Bute side who claimed 
the runners-up spot. Section B 
was just as closely contested with 
the young and talented Glasgow 
Gaels side topping the group 

with Kyleakin clinching second 
place. The semi-finals were hotly 
contested with Bute defeating 
Glasgow Gaels and Portree victo-
rious over Kyleakin to set-up an  
intriguing final between the top 
two teams in Section A.

The final started with Portree 
on the attack and they took an 
early two-goal lead with two 
well-taken goals from their 
captain Taylor Matheson. Bute 
responded with a well-taken goal 
of their own, only for Portree to 
restore their two-goal lead with 
Matheson notching a well-taken 
hat-trick.  Portree then made it 
4-1 with the outstanding Taylor 
Matheson capping a fantastic 
individual performance scoring 
his and Portree’s fourth goal 
of the final to win the P7 and 
Under RBS National First Shinty 
Championships 2016.

Janet Richardson, RBS branch 
manager in Fort William, pre-

sented the trophy and medals to 
all the players.

The P5 and Under competition 
took place at Lochaber High 
School and the large crowd was 
entertained with an afternoon of 
fantastic shinty.

Competitive
Bute and MacDiarmid schools 

qualified from a highly compet-
itive Section A with local side 
Inverlochy and Taynuilt claiming 
the runners-up position in Sec-
tion B.

The semi-finals were close 
affairs with MacDiarmid defeat-
ing Taynuilt 2-0 and Inverlochy 
edging Bute 2-1 after extra time, 
in a pulsating encounter to set-up 
an exciting final.

The final was a highly com-
petitive match with the talented 
Inverlochy side proving too 
strong in the end for a gallant 
MacDiarmid side by running out 
worthy 3-1 winners.

Janet Richardson, RBS branch manager in Fort William, presents the P7 and under trophy to Skye 
captain Taylor Matheson.

Portree and Inverlochy lift the trophies
at RBS National First Shinty Festival

COMMITMENT to 50 days of 
activity is habit forming and will 
transform your lifestyle making 
physical activity and exercise a 
normal part of your everyday life.

The Scotland-founded 5 x 50 
Challenge has created five differ-
ent ways to complete 50 days of 
keep-fit activities.

The aim is to see thousands 
more people of all ages world-
wide pledging to become fitter 
from March 27 to May 15.

5 x 50 co-founder Kelly Mason 
said: ‘With five different 5x50 
platforms we hope to see even 
more people benefit from being 
more active in 2016.’

Launched in 2012, the 5x50 
Challenge called on people to 
do 5km or 30 minutes of exercise 
every day for 50 consecutive days.

Now in its fifth year, it’s more 
accessible, flexible and inclu-
sive than ever before with five 
platforms to match any level of 
fitness. 

Challengers can choose one of 
the five platforms to complete 
their 50 days, including: 

A – ‘5K A DAY FOR 50 DAYS’: 
Individuals, teams or schools 
complete a 5k distance by walk-
ing, jogging, running, cycling, or 
rowing etc for 50 days.

B – ‘30 MINS A DAY’: Individ-
uals, teams or schools complete 
a minimum 30 minutes (or 
more) a day of activity like yoga, 
weight training, exercise class or 
exercise like walking, jogging or 
swimming etc for 50 days

C – ‘50/50 SPLIT’: You and 
friend, family member or col-
league split the challenge to cover 
5k for 25 days and together cover 
the 50 day challenge of activity 
and exercise.

D – ‘FIVE ALIVE’: A group 
of five cover 1k each per day by 
choosing to exercise by walking, 
swimming, running etc for 50 
days. 

E – ‘DAILY PROGRESS’:  An 
Individual Challenger builds 
from 5 minutes to 50 minutes of 
activity over 50 days.

The 5 x 50 Challenge, which is a 
Scottish charity, will raise funds 
for Save the Children, MIND, 
MS Society, Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation and Riding 
for the Disabled.

with 5x50

Oban Saints Under-14’s after last Saturday’s 3-1 home win over Milngavie wearing their new training kit, kindly sponsored by Gleaner 
Oils. The club is grateful for the support from Gleaner Oils and the boys are delighted with their new jackets.

New training kit for Oban Saints Under-14s

OBAN Lorne made the long 
trip to Dumfries and Galloway 
on Saturday to take on second- 
placed Newton Stewart for the 
second game in a row between 
the two teams.

Newton Stewart, who have been 
having a fantastic season clawed 
back from 12-0 down at Glen-
cruitten last weekend to clinch a 
hard fought 15-12 win.

The Green Machine were hop-
ing for a positive result this time 
around that would keep them in 
touch with the top three places in 
the league.

Oban started playing into a 
strong wind which made handling 
and kicking very difficult. This 
aided the hosts good kicking 
game and gifted them some valu-
able field position early on.

Two strong defensive lines 
meant the majority of the game 
was being played in the middle of 
the park.

Oban were dealt a blow when 
back row Struan Smith had to go 
off injured.

Newton Stewart gained some 
good field position again with 
Oban giving away a number of 
penalties.

The home side scored from a 
rolling maul 15 metres out for the 
afternoon’s first try.

The visitors refused to let this 
dent their confidence and were 
moving the ball around well, 
creating some space out wide. 

The men in green were let down 
with a lack of support which saw 
the ball carrier being turned over 
or conceding a penalty.

The hosts extended their lead to 
12-0 as they drove Oban over the 
line with a maul from a five metre 
lineout. 12-0.

Oban got back with a well-taken 
penalty from scrum half Finlay 
Carmichael before the hosts 
scored the last try of the first-half 
just before the interval to lead 
comfortably 19-3.

Oban were dealt another injury 
blow at half-time with second row 
Lorne MacLachlan  leaving the 
pitch. The Green Machine start-
ed the second-half as the better 
team and reduced the score to 
19-6 with another Carmichael 
penalty. Tommy Sutherland then 
scored a pushover try to reduce 

the score to 19-13 and signal the 
start of what could have been 
a superb comeback from Oban 
Lorne.

They were improving in all as-
pects of the game but were dealt a 
huge blow as they conceded their 
fourth try of the day with the 
hosts going 24-13 in front.

Again Oban did not let this 
dampen their spirits as they pres-
surised the home defence looking 
for a second score to narrow the 
deficit.

Just as Oban looked to score 
they were turned over close to 
the tryline. The Newton Stewart 
attack broke free up field with a 
series of grubber kicks and even-
tually crossed the tryline despite 
some impressive cover tackling in 
defence. 

With the score now at 31-13 
Oban were playing for pride in 
the closing stages. Carmichael 
finished the scoring for the day 
with a consolation try to give a 
final score of 31-20 to Newton 
Stewart. Oban were left frustrat-
ed after the game with a second 
consecutive loss to the same op-
position. With a little bit of luck 
the Green Machine easily could 
have won both matches against a 
side who are impressive and more 
than deserve to be sitting second 
in the league.

The Oban side will be hoping 
to get back to winning ways this 
Saturday with the visit of sixth- 
placed Lenzie to Glencruitten in 
a must-win match for both teams. 
Kick off 3pm.

BT West Division 4
Glasgow East 13
Argyll and Bute 32
Argyll and Bute played their last 
away fixture of the season on Sat-
urday travelling to Cambuslang 
to take on the league’s last placed 
side, Glasgow East RFC.

The sides had met at North 
Connel last month with Argyll 
recording a convincing 78-10 win.

Argyll have been performing 
well in their second season in 
league rugby. The team is made 
up of mainly Oban 2nd XV play-
ers along with players from Mid 
Argyll regularly contributing 
towards the squad.

Glasgow East made a good start 
to the game with a try in the first 

minute. The home side gathered 
the ball straight from the kick-off 
and scored in the corner after 
some poor missed tackles in the 
Argyll defence.

The home side pressed for an-
other score shortly after, this time 
Argyll’s defence stood strong and 
were relieved of pressure with a 
missed drop goal from the hosts.

Argyll finally managed to gain 
some field position and found 
themselves camped in the home 
22. Some good forward play was 
eventually finished off with Dan-
iel Broderick crossing the line 
from close range. Darren Miller 
converted to tie the score at 7-7.

Argyll took a lot of confidence 
from this and took the lead short-
ly after with Lewis McFarlane 
receiving an offload out wide to 
score in the corner. Miller con-
verted again for a 14-7 lead.

Both teams played out a scrappy 
remaining 20 minutes with Ar-
gyll extending their lead shortly 
before halftime with a second try 
from Broderick. Miller converted 
his third successive kick for a 21-7 
half-time lead.

The visitors started the stronger 

in the second-half and extended 
their lead after only five minutes 
with a try from Connor Ferris to 
make the score 26-7.

The game descended into a 
midfield battle for the majority of 
the second-half. Argyll’s fullback 
Sandile Khumalo made a couple 
of impressive breaks but was let 
down by a lack of support from 
his teammates.

Glasgow East hit back in the 
last 10 minutes as a messy Argyll 
clearing kick was charged down 
on the line and touched down.

Argyll finished the scoring for 
the day with Rory Tait crossing 
the tryline for a comfortable 33-
14 win against a much-improved 
and changed Glasgow East side.

The win strengthens Argyll’s 
grip on fourth place in the league. 
The team have now won four out 
of eight fixtures.

This Saturday Argyll welcome 
Hyndland to Oban. Hyndland 
have failed to travel to Oban 
twice this season with a lack of 
playing numbers. Both sides will 
be hoping it will be third time 
lucky for the game to go ahead.

Kick off will be at 3pm with the 

game likely to be played at North 
Connel.
West Under-18 Cup
Strathaven 20, Oban 17
Oban Under 18s took on 
Strathaven in the Under-18 West 
Bowl on Saturday.
 The home side found themselves 
disappointingly 20-0 down at half 
time.

Momentum swung around in 
the second-half,  helped with a 
steep slope on the Strathaven 
pitch. Oban scored 17 unan-
swered points with tries from 
Daniel Speirs, Alfie Tinline 
Bartholomew, Rufus Stones 
and a conversion from Louis 
McGuire.

It proved not to be enough for 
Oban though as they went down 
to a narrow 20-17 defeat.

West Under 16s Cup
Oban P-P Glasgow Hawks
Oban’s U16 side are through 
to the Semi Final of the West 
Regional Cup after progressing 
past a tie with Glasgow Hawks 
who could not raise a team for 
the match due to Scotland U16 
training call-ups.

Oban now have a semi final 
tie at home to GHA that will be 
played within the next two weeks.
Oban S1 and S2
Oban’s S1 & S2 Rugby teams 
hosted Lomond School/
Helensburgh at Glencruitten on 
Saturday.
 The visitors ended up comfort-
able winners in two entertaining 
games of rugby. 

This weekend Oban’s S1 & S2 
teams travel to Inverness to take 
on Highland RFC.

Under-18 Girls Scottish Cup
Oban’s Under-18 girls team will 
be taking on Caithness on Mon-
day March 14 in the Scottish Cup

Mini rugby
Mini Rugby players from Oban, 
Mull and Etive Vikings attended 
the Dalriada Mini Rugby Festi-
val in Lochgilphead on Sunday, 
hosted by Mid Argyll.

All teams impressed with en-
couraging numbers, particularly 
at P6/7with some fantastic rugby 
on show. Oban Lorne host the 
next Festival on Sunday March 
20 at Glencruitten.

THE Scottish Amateur Football 
Association and the Camanachd 
Association are delighted to 
be two of the initial sports in 
Scotland to endorse the new 
guidance on dealing with 
concussion and would encourage 
clubs to ensure all managers 
and coaches are aware of the 
information on the sportscotland 
website. 

The guidance is intended to 
provide information on how to 
recognise sports concussion and 
on how sports concussion should 
be managed from the time of 
injury through to safe return to 
play.

At all levels in all sports, if an 
athlete is suspected of having 
a concussion, they must be 
immediately removed from play. 
If in doubt, sit them out.

Any player with a second 
concussion within 12 months, a 
history of multiple concussions, 
players with unusual symptoms 
or prolonged recovery should be 
assessed and managed by health 
care providers with experience in 
sports-related concussions.

Concussion - if in

doubt, sit them out

Rugby

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2200
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

D L Cruickshank
Soroba
Oban

N MacKenzie
Killin
Perthshire
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Scotland
call up
for Ellis

BARRA’S golf course, the most 
westerly in the UK, is facing clo-
sure unless it raises £20,000 for 
a clubhouse, to protect players 
from the unpredictable Hebride-
an weather.

Visiting golfers describe the 
nine hole course, by Cleat six 
miles from Castlebay, as ‘unique 
and stunning’ with ‘exhilarating’ 
views over the Atlantic Ocean 
– into which the second green 
collapsed last year.

‘The fairways are a wee bit 
rough, because they’re used by 
sheep and cows: you have to 
look out for cowpats,’ explained 
member Murdoch MacKinnon. 
‘The course is not fantastic, but 
the views are. It’s lovely to play. 

CONNEL’S Lorne Sinclair and 
his family recently travelled to 
Oxford for the British Quad 
Racing prizegiving presentation 
evening.

With more than 500 people 
attending from all over the UK 
and Ireland, Lorne knew he had 
secured the British Youth Cham-
pionship and thought it was just 
a formality to collect his trophy.

However, there was to be a 
surprise in store as, at the end of 
the normal prizegiving, there was 
a special trophy being awarded 
for the Rider of the Year. This 
was chosen out of all 140 regis-
tered competitors and Lorne was 
astonished to have won.

The youngster was awarded this 
trophy because of his progress 
throughout the year and he was 
described as ‘calmly and quietly 

ELLIS Hunter has been selected 
for the Scottish Junior Orien-
teering Squad where he will join 
six other juniors who were re-se-
lected from local orienteering 
club EckO.
 Selections are made from across 
Scotland with only 35 juniors 
between the ages of 12 and 18 
being selected. At 12 Ellis will be 
the youngest boy in the squad.
 The top class terrain available 
in Oban and the surrounding 
areas combined with regular club 
events have contributed to an 
unusually high number of juniors 
being selected from just one club.
 Ellis will join the squad for reg-
ular training weekends through 
out Scotland over the coming 
year.

THE SCOTTISH Endurance 
Riding Club consists of eight 
individual branches hosting rides 
of varied terrain and distances 
for members to ride and compete 
during the year. 

Ranging from a pleasure ride 
of 16-29km up to 160km in one 
day. Each combination’s results 
are recorded and accumulative 
mileage and points are finalised 
at the end of the year.

Suzanne Taylor from Ardmad-
dy and her horse Salsa Caramel, 
part-bred Arab, travelled all over 
Scotland and competed in var-
ious classes to take home some 

Ellis Hunter

Lorne’s cup double 
at British awards

doing the job he had to do to win 
the championship’.

Riding with determination and 
speed all season saw Lorne pick 
up this elite trophy along with his 
British crown and made all his 
hard work worthwhile.

The 2016 season begins with 
a trip to Limerick for the first 
round of the Irish Championship 
on March 13 and then the Ulster 
Championship the following 
weekend where 15-year-old 
Lorne will be moving up in to the 
adult class on a 450cc powered 
quad.

He is giving the British Cham-
pionship a miss for a year until he 
finds his pace at this level, then 
hopefully he will progress to the 
very competitive adult racing.

Connel’s Lorne Sinclair won the British Youth Quad Racing Champi-
onship and the Rider of the Year Trophy.

Above: Suzanne Taylor with her horse Salsa Caramel.

Left: Some of the trophies and rosettes the pair won 
during the season. Photos: Bill Baillie

Suzanne and Salsa Caramel 
take home the silverware

impressive silverware. Suzanne 
has represented Scotland on 
three occasions.

Suzaanne and Salsa Caramel 
won the following competitions:  
Mousquetaires Trophy - highest 
annual mileage 845.5km;  Gold-
en Bose of Islay Trophy - part 
bred Arab most points 383; The 
Storm Trophy - veteran horse 
highest annual distance; Veteran 
Horse Series  - most points after 
4 x 50km classes; one-off pres-
entation crystal bowl for reaching 
5000km.

They also finished runners-up 
in the Cassidy Trophy - rider with 

the highest annual points; The 
Ashanti Trophy - horse with the 
highest annual points.

Suzanne said:  ‘I am very proud 
of my horse’s performance and 
achievements. We joined the club 
in 2006, Caramel’s stamina and 
enthusiasm for this discipline 
remains as high as ever.

‘I would like to thank my won-
derful farrier Ewan Ross and of 
course, my crew, Jamie Craig, 
who takes care of Caramel from 
the ground at competitions.’

Endurance riding

We’re not as good as Augusta, 
but we’re not far behind.’

Approximately 300 golfers 
annually play at Barra Golf 
Club, depositing £10 each in the 
honesty box, which funds the 
green-keeping carried out volun-
tarily by the members.

But members, who pay £75 a 
year, are dwindling and ageing, 
and younger people are deterred 
from joining due to a lack of shel-
ter, apart from a steel container 
used to keep machinery.

‘We are struggling,’ admitted 
Mr MacKinnon, who is in his ear-
ly 70s, and one of the 24-year-old 
club’s original members. ‘We had 
over 70 members 10 years ago, 
but now we’re down to 15, and 

we’re not youngsters any more. 
Without young people the course 
will close.

‘We have no facilities. Parents 
are reluctant to send kids up 
there for two or three hours with-
out a toilet or shelter. If we get a 
clubhouse, membership will go 
way up. We’re desperate to get a 
clubhouse. We need a minimum 
of £20,000. It would be a shame 
to lose the course, but I think a 
lot of clubs are in the same boat.’

Barra Golf Club has started a 
crowd-funder site at www.crowd-
funder.co.uk/isle-of-barra-golf-
course, but by Monday, with just 
nine days to go, only £1,125 – just 
five per cent of their target – had 
been raised.

‘Beauty comes with draw-
backs,’ the site appeals: ‘The 
unpredictable weather in this 
highly-exposed area provides 
no shelter for players. Weekly, 
active volunteers are maintaining 
the area, from fixing old machin-
ery for grass cutting, maintaining 
the greens, fencing, cleaning and 
clearing of ditches. 

‘Other than membership fees 
and an honesty box, a price could 
not be put on the time and efforts 
these volunteers provide. But 
they do it out of satisfaction - 
seeing their efforts being enjoyed 
by a large number of tourists and 
locals.’

Barra Golf Course is facing closure
Golf

OBAN High School were 
fortunate enough to meet their 
rugby idols as they took part in 
the quarter-final round of the 
ScottishPower Warriors Rugby 
Championships at Scotstoun on 
Wednesday March 2.

Advice
The team, made up of S1 and 

S2 boys, as well as an under-15 

girls’ team were treated to some 
pre-match advice from Glasgow 
Warriors players Adam Ashe, 
Duncan Weir and Zander Fager-
son as well as Scotland Women’s 
Internationals Megan Gaffney 
and Jade Konkel before they took 
to the field at Scotstoun Stadium.

The team were pipped at the 
post for a place in the semi-fi-

nals, as Shawlands Academy tri-
umphed in an enthralling round 
of quarter-final matches that also 
saw St Maurice’s and Garnock 
Academy narrowly miss out.  

Proud
Glasgow Warriors star Adam 

Ashe said: ‘Oban High School 
should be really proud of their 
performance as they worked hard 

and showed brilliant skill on an 
exciting day of rugby. Hopefully 
today will have given them a taste 
of what it’s like to play at the 
grounds of a professional club 
and I hope to see them back as 
part of next year’s tournament.’

Oban High School S1 and S2 boys and an under-15 girls’ team photographed with their rugby idols at Scostoun

School rugby

BJJ
Oban BJJ has had a busy couple 
of weeks; firstly, holding its 
monthly seminar with head 
coach Marcos Nardini, the 
course covered among other 
things, set ups for the triangle 
choke.
 The triangle is a choke where 
you are on your back and use 
your legs in triangle position, 
trapping your opponents shoul-
der on one side and your leg on 
other side of his neck to force 
him to submit or go to sleep. 
The seminar was busy as usual 
and enjoyed by everyone who 
attended.

On Tuesday February 1 the 
club held an in-club charity cup 
competition where all donations 
went towards CLIC Sargent, a 
cancer charity that helps chil-
dren and young people.

The competition was submis-
sion only and included one girl, 
Kirsty Smith, and two teenagers, 
Euan McLean and Oil Imrie.

The tournament went well and 
is something the club hopes to 

do on a regular basis.
The competition results were: 1 

Mateusz Grabiec; 2 Sean Rowan 
and 3 Dawid Loukil. So far the 
club has raised £300.

Two club members, Chris and 
Sean Rowan entered the Newcas-
tle BJJ open on the March 6 and 
a report on that will be in the next 
column.

Club details are available from 
coogiepots@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
The annual Scottish Open 
Knockdown championships took 
place in Glasgow on February 27.
 This is an event organised by 
Oban and Lochgilphead in-
structor Iain Rodger and had 78 
adult fighters from nine different 
countries all competing for the 
Scottish Open title.
 The event has become so pop-
ular over the last few years that 
the entries had to be closed on 
the December 18 due to the over-
whelming amount of competitors 
wanting to take part. A larger 
venue is already being looked at 

for next year’s event. There were 
some cracking fights with all the 
fighters giving it their all.

The men’s heavyweight final 
in particular was a brilliant way 
to finish off the day, with Dave 
King from Ireland, who has been 
attending since 2013, eventually 
winning to secure his first Scot-
tish Open title.

A full list of results and many 
of the fights can be seen on the 
IKKU Facebook page.

Club details are available from 
iain@ikku.co.uk

Shukokai Karate
No major news from the Argyll 
Martial Arts clubs this time but 
classes continue as normal on 
Thursday’s at the High School.
 Anyone wanting details about 
the club should contact Kenny 
Gray on kenni.gray@btinternet.
com

Kickboxing
Kickboxing classes are available 
on Wednesdays; kids from 
6.30pm to 7.30pm and adults 
from 7.30pm to 9pm. Sundays; 
kids from 11am till noon and 
adults from noon till 2pm.
 The ladies only class is at 2pm 
on Sundays.

For club details contact Wullie 
Rodger on shihanwill@gmail.
com

OBAN ATHLETIC had the 
opportunity to go second in the 
league, but failed to win their 
game in hand, losing 3-2 to Ros-
neath last Saturday.
 The game started slowly with 
both teams trying to find their 
form, but it was Rosneath who 
had the first attempt of the match.

Davie Willie tried his luck from 
outside the box, but his powerful 
shot went just over the crossbar.

The away side continued to 
press and a cross in to the box 
made Graham ‘Sugar’ Douglas 
work for the first time in the 
game. The Oban goalkeeper 
took no chances and tipped the 
in-swinging cross over the bar.

After defending the corner, 
Athletic broke on the counter 
attack. Mark Robertson played a 
pass into the midfield and ran in 
behind the defence, but the ball 
was played too far in front of him 
and went out for a goal kick.

Rosneath created a chance 
when Scott Gray crossed the ball 
into the box but Athletic’s cen-
tre-half Craig Campbell got his 
body in the way. The ball broke 
back to Gray who played in an-
other cross, but again, Campbell 
was on hand to clear his lines.

Oban’s Calum Weir was putting 
the Rosneath defence under 
pressure with his strong running 
up front.

Weir’s tenacity almost paid off 
after the ball was passed back to 
the Rosneath goalkeeper. Weir 
chased the ball down and inter-

Ryan Campbell drops his shoulder and turns the Rosneath right back. 15_11athletic03

cepted the pass before it made its 
way back to Lewis Russell, but by 
the time the Athletic striker got 
to the ball the angle was already 
tight and he wasn’t able to get his 
sliding effort on target.

Athletic created a good 
chance when Stefan Campbell 
intercepted a Rosneath goal kick. 
He played a through ball to his 
brother Ryan who in turn fed Ru-
ari MacLennan, who played the 
ball into the box for Calum Weir.
Weir tussled for the ball and after 
the Rosneath defence struggled 
to clear their the Athletic front 
man slid into the back of the net.

Rosneath nearly levelled 
the score straight away. Jamie 
Bailey’s free kick from the half 
way line was cleared by Ryan 
Campbell, but only as far as Gray, 
who played the ball in to the box 
to his team mate David Willie, 
who found himself with yards of 
space, but the Rosneath player 
blasted the ball out for a goal 
kick.

The away side continued to 
search for an equaliser and even-
tually succeeded through Gray. 
The visiting striker capitalised 
when Athletic struggled to clear 
their lines on the edge of their 
box and the ball fell to Gray, with 
only Douglas to beat, who fired it 
home.

The first-half ended 1-1 with the 
second-half starting much like 
the first. Athletic were awarded 
a corner after Ryan Campbell 
played a good through ball which 
Allan Gallagher tuned behind 
for a corner.

From the resultant corner Craig 
Campbell got his head to the ball 

at the back post and directed 
a powerful header towards the 
goal. Roseneath keeper Russell 
managed to stop the ball from 
hitting the back of the net, but 
couldn’t stop it from going over 
the line. The Rosneath players 
didn’t agree with referee Martin 
Rae’s decision to allow the goal, 
but the goal stood to put the 
home side 2-1 in front.

Roseneath had a chance to score 

straight away, but keeper Doug-
las saved the day and blocked the 
shot with an outstretched foot. 

Netminder
However, it wasn’t long before 

the Athletic netminder was called 
into action again when Bailey 
fired a free kick, which went over 
the wall, but didn’t have enough 
power to trouble the Athletic 
goalkeeper.

Some good passing play from 

the Athletic midfield created 
an opening for Ryan Campbell 
to have a shot. His effort was 
blocked; the ball fell to Craig 
Livingston but his attempt went 
just passed the post.

Rosneath were awarded a free 
kick in a dangerous position, but 
Darren Louden’s attempt didn’t 
make it over the wall. However, 
the ball fell nicely to Willie, who 
volleyed it from the edge of the 

box, leaving home keeper Doug-
las no chance. 2-2 - game on!

The Rosneath goalscorer had 
a chance to make it two goals in 
as many minutes. He was clean 
through on goal but just before 
he could pull the trigger Alan 
Morrison made a last-ditch slid-
ing tackle and put the ball out for 
a corner.

The away side continued to 
apply pressure on the Athletic 
defence and Martin Beaton 
found himself in space on the six-
yard line, but his shot was tipped 
out for a corner by Douglas.

The corner was played into the 
back post and landed at the feet 
of David Willie who lobbed the 
ball with the side of his foot into 
the far-right corner of the net, to 
make the score 3-2. 

To try and get themselves back 
in to the game, Athletic made a 
change when Calum Weir made 
way for Steven MacLeod with 
Craig Campbell moving into 
attack, but it was the visitors who 
had the next opportunity with 
Willie almost making it four for 
Rosneath after hitting the bar.

In the dying seconds of the 
game Craig Campbell flicked the 
ball up into the air and volleyed 
it with his left foot, but the shot 
didn’t have enough power to 
trouble the goalkeeper and the 
game finished 3-2 in favour of the 
visitors.

Athletic are in Challenge Shield 
action next week, when they wel-
come league leaders Duntocher 
to Oban. Kick-off will be 2pm.
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Glenurquhart 1-3 Oban Camanachd
Kingussie 1-1 Lochaber
Kinlochshiel P-P Newtonmore
Due to a bereavement
Kyles Athletic 5-3 Fort William
Skye P-P Lovat
Unplayable field

Glasgow Mid Argyll 4-0 Ballachulish
Inveraray 0-0 Bute
Inverness 2-5 Beauly 
Kilmallie P-P Caberfeidh
Due to a bereavement

Fort William 3-2 Beauly
Lovat 1-0 Skye
Newtonmore P-P Kinlochshiel
Due to a bereavement
Strathglass 3-3 Kingussie

Aberdour 2-2 Kyles Athletic
Lochside Rovers 6-0 Inveraray
Oban Celtic 7-1 Col Glen
Taynuilt P-P Strachur
Strachur have withdrawn

Aberdeen University 9-0 Inverness
Boleskine P-P Kilmallie
Due to a bereavement
Caberfeidh 9-0 Lewis
Lochaber 2-0 Lochcarron
Strathspey v Glengarry
Unplayable field

Bute 4-0 Oban Lorn
Glasgow Mid Argyll 5-0 Dunoon
Tayforth 6-0 Aberdour

Skye 5 - 0 Aberdour

Camanachd and Celtic get off 
to a good start

Fort William v Kingussie  
John Angus Gillies
Lochaber v Skye   
Evan MacRae
Lovat v Kinlochshiel  
Innes Wood
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart 
Archie Ritchie
Oban Camanachd v Kyles Athletic 
Robert Baxter

Ballachulish v Kilmallie  
Calum Girvan
Beauly v Inveraray
Deek Cameron 
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll
David Mitchell
Caberfeidh v Inverness  
Graham Cameron
 

Glenurquhart v Newtonmore  
Scot McNeil 
Kingussie  v Fort William  
John Matheson
Kinlochshiel v Lovat  
Martin MacLean
Skye v Strathglass  
Willie MacDonald

Col Glen v Taynuilt
Ewan MacDonald
Glenorchy v Oban Celtic  
Lachie Wood
Kyles Athletic v Lochside Rovers 
Ronnie Campbell 

Aberdeen University v Lewis  
Callum Duff 
Boleskine v Lochaber   
Graeme Irvine 
Glengarry vCaberfeidh  
Daniel MacRae 
Inverness v Lochcarron  
Brian Mackay
Kilmallie v Strathspey  
Neil Ferguson

Aberdour  v Kilmory
Jon Gallagher
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute  
Iain Kennedy 
Tayforth v  Oban Lorn  
Ross Brown

(All throw ups 2.30pm unless stated)

Oban Celtic’s Neil Carmichael ends up in the back of the net as he forces the ball home past Col Glen 
keeper Brian MacNaughton during last Saturday’s South Division One match at Ganavan.

 Photo: Kevn McGlynn

Oban Celtic’s new manager 
Kenny Wotherspoon celebrates 

his team’s convinging 7-1 win 
over Col Glen.

Photo: Kevn McGlynn

Up close and personal: Oban Camanachd’s Daniel Cameron and Glenurquhart’s David MacLennan 
clash during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest Premiership match at Drumnadrochit

Photo: Neil Paterson

Oban Camanachd manager Ian 
Hay shows his delight after the 

3-1 win over Glenurquhart.
Photo: Neil Paterson

Premiership
 travelled 

to Drumnadrochit for their 
opening Premiership fixture 
and returned home with the two 
points in an impressive display 
against the holders of the Mac-
Tavish Cup.
 The Malcolm Kerr-sponsored 
side began in a positive fashion 
and were awarded a penalty 
which was duly converted by new 
signing Willie Neilson.

Midway through the first-half 
Oban’s International talisman 
Daniel Cameron scored a sec-
ond goal for the visitors with a 
scorching 20-yard drive into the 
top corner of the net putting the 
Oban side in control.

Lochside’s Michael McQueen does some keepy-uppy watched by 
Inveraray’s Scott Robertson. Photo: Stephen Lawson

to play Kinlochshiel last Satur-
day, but the game was postponed 
in order for the Newtonmore 
players to attend a funeral. 

The team paid their respects to 
Carole MacKintosh, wife of first 
team manager PJ MacKintosh, 
who sadly passed away the previ-
ous weekend.

Newtonmore will take on 
Glenurquhart at The Eilan this 
Saturday. The game starts at 
2.30pm.

 were due 
to play the club’s first game in this 
year’s premiership after winning 
the National League last season, 
but the game against Lovat was 
postponed.

Skye’s pitch was declared un-
playable at 10am despite passing 
an earlier inspection, as snow 
began to fall leaving the island 
club no alternative but to call the 
game off.

Skye will have to wait until this 
weekend to get off the starting 
line, when they are away to Lo-
chaber. 

 welcomed Lo-
chaber last weekend, but both 
teams had to settle for a share of 
the points in a 1-1 draw.

Lochaber took the lead just 
before half-time with a goal from 
Pat Toal, and they remained in 
front for 30 minutes before Ryan 
Borthwick levelled the score.

Kingussie will play Fort Wil-
liam this weekend at 2.30pm.

 defeated 
Fort William 5-3 last Saturday, 
with Roddy MacDonald bagging 
a hat-trick.

MacDonald put his side 2-0 up 
midway through the first half, but 

Fort William finished the half in 
dramatic fashion, scoring three 
goals inside five minutes, to go 
into the second half with a one-
goal advantage.

Kyles finished the game the 
stronger side, scoring three addi-
tional goals, with Ross MacRae 
netting in the 50th minute and 
MacDonald completing his hat-
trick in the 63rd minute. Dunky 
Kerr put the icing on the cake 
with the fifth goal in the 85th 
minute

Kyles Athletic are back in ac-
tion this weekend in Oban, when 
they take on Oban Camanachd at 
Mossfield Stadium with a 2.30pm 
throw-up.

 were on the 
end of a 3-1 defeat at the hands of 
Oban Camanachd last weekend.

The visitors were awarded a 
penalty on the 21st minute which 

was converted by debutant Willie 
Neilson. Daniel Cameron made 
it 2-0 three minutes later, before 
Neale Reid scored to make it 2-1 
at half-time.

Camanachd got the only goal of 
the second half through Malcolm 
Clark which made the final score 
3-1,

Glenurquhart are away to New-
tonmore this weekend.

Despite a heroic comeback in 
the first half, 
lost out 5-3 to Kyles Athletic last 
weekend at Tighnabruaich.

Fort William found themselves 
2-0 down early in the first-half, 
but they managed to turn the 
scoreline round netting three 
goals in five minutes just before 
the interval, with Daniel Stewart 
getting the first and Bryan Simp-
son scoring the other two.

But it was Kyles who were 
triumphant at the end of the day 
after scoring three goals in the 
second-half to secure the two 
points.

Fort William are at home to 
Kingussie this weekend with a 
2.30pm throw-up.

 made the journey  
to take on Kingussie last Satur-
day, but had to settle for a point 
as the game ended 1-1.

The away side took the lead just 
before the interval, with a goal 
from Pat Toal in the 43rd minute.

Lochaber remained in the lead 
for half-an-hour, before Ryan 
Borthwick scored for Kingussie 
to make it 1-1.

Lochaber play hosts to Skye this 
weekend with the game starting 
at 2.30pm. 

 were without a game last 
weekend. They were scheduled 
to take on Skye, but the Portree 
pitch was deemed unplayable.

The pitch passed the early 
morning inspection, but a blan-
ket of snow covered the grass just 
after 10am leaving the island side 
no option but to call the game off

Lovat are next in action this 
Saturday, when they play Kin-
lochshiel at home.

 were without 
a game last Saturday after the 
club’s match against Newton-
more was rescheduled to allow 
the Newtonmore team to attend 
a funeral.

Kinlochshiel will get its season 
under way this weekend when 
they travel to take on Lovat on 
Saturday with a 2.30pm throw-
up. 

National Division
 were beaten 

4-0 by Glasgow Mid Argyll last 
Saturday, with the Glasgow side 
scoring all four goals in the first- 
half.

Ballachulish will face Kilmallie 
at home this Saturday in the Ma-
rine Harvest National Division. 

had to settle for a share 
of the points last weekend after 
drawing 0-0 away to Inveraray. 

Bute will take on top of the ta-
ble Glasgow Mid Argyll at home 
this Saturday with a 2.30pm 
throw-up.

 game against 
Caberfeidh was postponed last 
weekend due to the unfortunate 
passing of Kilmallie’s president 
Ewen Bowman. 

The Lochaber will travel to play 
Ballachulish this Saturday in the 
National Division, with a 2.30pm 
throw-up.

 received one point 
from Saturday’s home game 
against Bute, with the game 
ending 0-0.

Inveraray are next in action this 
Saturday when they travel to take 

on Beauly, who beat Inverness 
5-2 last weekend. The game will 
start at 2.30pm.

South Division One
Mossfield Stadium was in ex-
cellent condition for the fixture 
between   
and Inveraray.

Both teams are putting the em-
phasis on youth as they develop 
players for their respective first 
team squads

It was the home side who 
played well and were three goals 
to the good by half-time through 
Aidan MacIntyre (2) and Keith 
Burnett.

Further goals from Michael 
MacQueen (2) and Daniel Mac-
Cuish, who made an impressive 
debut, ensured the points went to 
the Oban side who face a tricky 
game away to Kyles Athletic next 
week.

Team managers Gareth Evans 
and David MacCuish were 
pleased with the positive start 
made by the team and look 
forward to the visit to Tighna-
bruiach next week with optimism 
although they will be without 
Lewis Buchanan who is out for 
a lengthy spell due to an injury 
playing football.

Manager Evans said: ‘We are 
indebted to former Lochside 
player Jimmy Buchanan for once 
again agreeing to sponsor Loch-
side Rovers for the coming sea-
son which will go to offset costs 
such as travel and equipment’.

 ran out 7-1 win-
ners last Saturday against newly 
promoted Col Glen.

Celtic had the worst possible 
start to the game going 1-0 down 
in less than 30 seconds and miss-
ing a penalty in the third minute.

But from then on it was a 
one-sided affair with Daniel 
Madej banking four goals, 
new signing Fraser MacMillan 
getting two and Neil Carmichael 
scoring the other.

Oban Celtic’s new manager, 
Kenny Wotherspoon, said he was 
delighted with the performance 
from his team.

He continued: ‘If we can hold 
the squad together and keep 
injuries down we will be up there 
challenging for the title.

‘Some of the stand-out per-
formers were Daniel Madej, 
Rory Bruce and Ally McKer-
racher.’

Oban Celtic are away to 
Glenorchy this weekend with a 
2.30pm throw-up. 

 were without a 
game last weekend. The Dal-
mally club will start its league 
campaign at home this weekend 
against Oban Celtic. 

The game, which will be played 
at the Mart, starts at 2.30pm

were defeated 
6-0 by Lochside Rovers last 

Saturday.
The Royal Burgh side travelled 

to Mossfield for the 2.30pm 
throw-up, but were unable to get 
anything from the match.

Inveraray don’t have a fixture 
this weekend, and are not back 
in action until March 19 when 
they take on Aberdour at home. 

were unable to 
start their league campaign last 
weekend due to Strachur folding 
before the season got under way.

Taynuilt will travel to play the 
newly promoted Col Glen this 
Saturday at 2.30pm. 

travelled to Gana-
van last Saturday to take on 
Oban Celtic, but despite taking 
the lead after only 30 seconds, 
the newly promoted side were on 
the losing end of a 7-1 scoreline.

Hamish Harrison put the 
visitors 1-0 up inside the first 
minute, and it was looking like 
luck was on their side after Oban 
Celtic missed a penalty in the 
third minute.

But from there on in it was a 
one-sided affair with Celtic run-
ning out comfortable winners.

Col Glen are back in action 
this weekend when they play 
host to Taynuilt. 

South Division Two
 failed to get on 

the score sheet last weekend 
when they travelled to Rothesay 
to take on Bute. The Oban side 
lost 4-0 with Bute scoring two 
goals in each half. 
 The Oban side are back in 

The home side’s response was 
immediate and after sustained 
pressure were awarded a penalty 
which was well saved by keeper 
Gavin Stobbart. 

However, on the stroke of half-
time the homeside drew a goal 
back through Neale Reid to set 
up an enthralling second half 
which would test credentials of 
the Oban side as they continue 
the good form shown at the latter 
part of last season.

The second half continued in 
the same positive fashion from 
the Oban side with the defensive 
unit of Garry Lord, Scott McK-
illop, Gary McKerracher and 
team captain James MacMillan 
stemming the pressure from 
Glenurquhart as they pushed for 
an equaliser.

However, it was at the other 
end where the decisive goal was 
scored with Malcolm Clark’s 
25-yard drive finding the bottom 
corner of the net after good 
leading up to play from Connor 
Howe, Daniel MacVicar and 
Lorne Dickie.

Camanachd with Daniel Cam-
eron, Andrew Papa McCuish and 
Willie Neilson controlling the 
vital midfield now sensed a well- 
deserved win and as referee John 
Angus Gillies blew for full-time it 
was a delighted Oban squad that 
headed home with both points 
against a side that had finished 
in third place in the Premiership 
last season.

Next up for the red and blacks is 
Celtic Society Cup holders Kyles 
Athletic at Mossfield in what 
becomes a top of the table league 
clash.  

Team Manager Ian Hay was 
pleased with the display and 
hopes to build on this when the 
talented Kyles team come to 
Oban next week for the impor-
tant Premiership encounter.

Last season’s Premiership winners
 were scheduled 

action this weekend, when they 
travel to Tayforth with a 2.30pm 
throw-up.

 didn’t have a fixture 
last week, but will get their 
season under way this Saturday 
when they travel to play Ab-
erdour in the Marine Harvest 
South Division 2.

North Division Two
 will play the 

club’s first game of the season 
this weekend, when they take on 
Caberfeidh at home in the Ma-
rine Harvest North Division 2.

Caberfeidh will also be playing 
for the first time this year. The 
match will start at 2.30pm.

Young Kyles forward Ross Macrae gets away from his man as 
team-mate Dunky Kerr supports.
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Sport

LAST Saturday’s results: Scot-
tish Amateur Cup, 7th round 
- Oban Saints 5, Doune Castle 
1; Jimmy Marshall Cup, 2nd 
round - Drumchapel Amateur 
Colts 3, Campbeltown Pupils 2; 
Premier Division One - Busby 
1, Dunoon 9; Lochgilphead Red 
Star v Easthall Star, postponed; 
Premier Division Two - Tarbert 
0, Bridgewater 6; Division One - 
Dunoon Athletic 1, Rossvale 2.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils v East Kilbride; Oban 
Saints v St Joseph’s FP; Premier 
Division One - Ferguslie v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Neilston 
v Dunoon; Premier Division Two 
- Port Glasgow OBU v Tarbert; 
Coronation Cup, first round - 
Dunoon Athletic v Whitehill FP.

Shinty

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 10, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.24 0.2 06.32 4.3 12.50 0.3 18.39 4.1
Fri 01.07 0.1 07.09 4.1 13.30 0.3 19.17 4.0
Sat 01.50 0.2 07.48 4.1 14.12 0.4 19.56 3.8
Sun 02.36 0.4 08.29 3.8 14.57 0.6 20.38 3.6
Mon 03.25 0.7 09.15 3.5 15.47 0.9 21.25 3.3
Tues 04.21 1.0 10.10 3.1 16.44 1.2 22.23 3.0
Wed 05.27 1.3 11.45 2.8 17.50 1.4 23.56 2.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14
8

7

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 8ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Football

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fi xtures

Football

Saints march into last eight of 
Scottish Cup

Pool

Oban pool league 
results and fi xtures

Oban Saints       5
Doune Castle                    1
Scottish Amateur Cup - 7th Round

Football

Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: 
Riverside 1, Under-13s 8; Saints 
marksmen were Connor Moore 
(3), Ryan Barclay, Adam Moore, 
Lee Harris, Neily Russell and 
Ruairish Munro. Under 14s 
3, Milngavie 1. Scoring for 
Saints were Jude Bain, Aaron 
McKay and Jordan Norman.  
Under 15s v Dumbarton United, 
postponed; Under-16s no game; 
Under-19s no game.
 Next weekend’s fixtures: 
Under-13s v Drumchapel; 
Dumbarton United v Under-14s; 
Under-15s v Helensburgh; 
Under-16s v Busby; Riverside v 
Under-19s.      

Oban Saints youth 
results and fi xtures

OBAN Saints’ pursuit of the 
Holy Grail of the Scottish Am-
ateur Cup gathered pace last 
Saturday afternoon when the 
valiant Knights of Doune Castle 
were put ruthlessly to the sword 
in a seventh-round tie at Glen-
cruitten.
 The Castle had been widely 
tipped as one of the favourites for 
the cup and understandably so as 
they were on a 24-match winning 
streak, sitting proudly on top of 
the Caledonian League Premier 
Division, 16 points clear of clos-
est rivals Giffnock North, and 
also through to the semi finals of 
the East of Scotland Cup. 
 However, Saints demonstrated 
that they are also a force to be 
reckoned with and added the 
scalp of the much-fancied visitors 
to that of last season’s Scottish 
Cup runners-up Craigshill This-
tle whom Saints defeated in the 
fifth round.
 Manager Alex Craik’s plans 
were dealt a blow in midweek 
when Martin Bonar limped out of 
training with a recurrence of the 
foot injury which has kept him 
out of action since the beginning 
of December.

Problems
 Jamie Graham added to the 
problems with his failure to 
recover fully from a flu bug, 
opening the door for a return 
to the starting line-up for Dene 
Cassells. Dene, whose recent 
appearances from the bench have 
been in an attacking role, slotted 
into a far more familiar central 
defensive position alongside 
inspirational skipper Marc Mac-
callum.

 Donald Campbell also passed a 
late fitness test on a back injury 
and thanks go to Murray Ham-
ilton for his help with a magic 
massage.

Saints were seeing plenty 
of the ball in the early stages 
and continued their positive 
start making the breakthrough 
after just five minutes. Donald 
Campbell clipped a high pass out 
to Craig MacEwan on the left 
who expertly took the ball down 
with his left foot and continued 
his run forward cutting along 
the 18 yard line to fire in a shot 
which deflected across the box to 
Dean Smith, who drilled a first 
time right foot shot under Castle 
keeper Steven Fotheringham.

Unfortunately the flowing start 
to the match wasn’t to continue 
as referee Peter Laing, taking 
charge of his first match in the 
later stages of the Scottish Ama-
teur Cup, produced an over-fussy 
display making for a stop-start 
match, which suited neither side.

In the 11th minute Saints began 
a period of sustained pressure 
which ultimately resulted in 
the second goal. Ross Maitland 
cut into the box beating full 
back Jonathon Burns to find 
himself one-on-one with keeper 
Fotheringham. The netminder 
narrowed the angle well and 
made an excellent save down 
to his right to deny the Saints 
winger and turn the ball behind 
for a corner kick. Ross swung in 
the corner from the left which 
MacEwan met with a perfectly 
placed glancing header inside the 
far post to double Saints lead.

Thomas McCulloch was called 
into action for the first time in the 
14th minute when Sean Heaver 
fired in a shot from the left which 
the big Saints keeper did well to 

hold low down to his right. 
From yet another free kick 

shortly afterwards Doune full 
back Burns swung in a deep cross 
from just inside the Saints half 
which Alan Inglis got up well to 
meet but sent his header high 
over the cross bar. 

There was no further scoring 
and the Oban side went in at the 
interval good value for their 2-0 
lead.

Manager Craik ordered more 
of the same from his charges in 
the second-half but it was the 
visitors who started the stronger, 
encouraged by the large travel-
ling support and finally stringing 
some passes together in midfield.

Effervescent 
The Saints back four stood firm 

with Cassells and the efferves-
cent Marc Maccallum forming a 
solid partnership to keep Doune 
danger-man Inglis in check.

MacEwan and Smith combined 
on the Saints left to send Craig 
through on goal one-on-one with 
the advancing Fotheringham. 
The Castle keeper made an excel-
lent job of closing the Saints’ man 
down and, as Craig attempted to 
pass the ball round him into the 
net, stuck out a strong left hand 
to make the save.

With the game beginning to 
stretch manager Craik decided 
to make the first of his changes 
withdrawing Smith and Ross 
Maitland replacing them with 
Allan Mackay and Myles McAu-
ley.

In the 64th minute Saints 
skipper Maccallum produced 
another inspirational moment to 
take the ball off the toes of Inglis 
with a perfectly-timed challenge 
just inside the box after the 
big Doune striker had turned 
Cassells. The Doune players 

screamed for a penalty kick but 
referee Laing correctly waved 
away the appeals.

In the 68th minute Saints capi-
talised on Doune’s desire to press 
forward when Mackay closed 
down and dispossessed central 
defender Duncanson 25 yards 
from goal, setting up Campbell 
to slot the ball into the bottom 
corner past the despairing left 
hand of Fotheringham to make 
the score 3-0. 

The third goal from Saints not 
only knocked the stuffing out 
of the Doune players but also 
silenced the vociferous support 
on the touchline.

The visitors continued to 
threaten from set pieces and 
main goal-threat Inglis sent a 
spectacular overhead kick high 
over the crossbar from an Ogilvie 
free kick from the right.

Saints’ fourth goal came from a 
lightning-quick counter attack up 
the right wing. McArthur found 
MacEwan who tricked his way 
past Alan Moore before picking 
out a terrific pass along the 
18-yard line to Scott Maitland 

cutting in from the left. The pre-
dominantly left-footed Maitland 
surprised everyone, possibly even 
himself, by striking the ball first 
time with his right foot into the 
bottom corner giving keeper 
Fotheringham no chance.

The Castle pounced for a de-
served consolation goal with just 
four of the regulation 90 minutes 
remaining. Inglis took advantage 
of a rare mistake in the Saints 
defence to notch his 45th goal 
of the season so far bundling the 
ball over the line from eight yards 
out.

Deep inside the six minutes 
added by Mr Laing MacEwan 
limped off with an injured toe 
to be replaced by Jamie Graham 
in an extremely unfamiliar 
striker’s role. In the 95th minute 
Campbell completed the scoring 
exploiting another mistake in the 
tiring Doune defence to drill the 
ball past Fotheringham for Saints 
fifth.

After one final minute of 
the thrilling cup tie Mr Laing 
brought proceedings to an end 
sending Saints through to the 

quarter-finals where they will 
face Shortlees of the Ayrshire 
Amateur Football Association 
First Division on Saturday 
March 19. The game will be at 
Glencruitten, kick-off 2pm.

Manager Craik said: ‘I travelled 
down to watch Doune two weeks 
ago so I knew what to expect 
from them. I thought we were 
excellent today against one of the 
cup favourites and fully deserved 
to to through to the last eight of 
the competition.’

‘We now face a very tough quar-
ter final tie against Shortlees but 
we have home advantage so you 
can’t ask for more than that at 
this stage of the competition.’

The big games keep coming for 
Saints as this Saturday they take 
on league leaders and last sea-
son’s premier division champions 
St Joseph’s FP.

The match will take place at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-off 
with referee Gordon MacKay in 
charge.  

‘We now face a tough quarter-fi nal tie, 
but at least the game’s at home so
you can’t ask for more than that’

Scott Maitland is congratulated by his teammates after netting Saints’ fourth goal last Saturday.
Match report and photo: Derek Black.

RESULTS: March 3 - Lochavul-
lin 3-9 Lochavullins Cellar; Out-
reach 2-10 Lancaster A; Gluepot 
P-P Markie Dans A; Markie 
Dans B 1-11 Lochnell;  Lancaster 
B 12-0 Wide Mouthed Frog.

Fixtures: March 10 - OFS Cup 
semi-finals -  Lochnell v Lo-
chavullins Cellar; Lancaster A v 
Markie Dans B.

Koysor and Kay Khan, joint owners of Coriander Restaurant, present Oban Cricket Club’s Andrew Leach 
with new strips as part of a new sponsorship arrangement with the restaurant. Oban Cricket Club has 

begun indoor practice at Atlantis Leisure on a Sunday at 1pm and are always looking
 for new players who fancy coming along and having a go.

New sponsors for Oban Cricket Club

SPORTS Hall Athletics comes 
to Oban this Sunday, March 13 
when the competition for the 
Oban area will be held at Atlantis 
Leisure. 

This indoor competition is 
the last of four local area events 
being held in Argyll promoted by 
Mid Argyll Athletic Club. 

The Mid Argyll, Mull and Kin-
tyre competitions have already 
taken place in recent weeks with 
a high standard achieved and 
encouraging numbers taking 
part especially in the younger age 
groups.

Specialist equipment is used 
for various running, jumping 
and throwing events bringing 
the excitement of track and field 
athletics indoors in a warm and 
dry environment.

This winter marks the 22nd 
anniversary since Sports Hall 
Athletics was first introduced 
in Argyll using sports centres, 
schools and town halls. Over 
the 22 years many of the young 
athletes taking part have gone on 
to win awards at national level.

Sports Hall Athletics 
in Oban this weekend

At the Oban area competition 
this Sunday there will be awards 
for the overall winners in each 
age category and medals for 
all competitors.  Age groups 
start at under-7, then under-9, 
under-11, under-13, under-15 
and under-17. Age is taken as on 
September 1 2015 and an entry 
fee of £2 per competitor will be 
levied. 

The competition at Atlantis 
on Sunday will start at 12.30pm 
with all entries on the day from 
noon.

Qualifiers from the local area 
competitions will be invited to 
take part in the Argyll Final on 
Sunday March 20 at Atlantis 
Leisure and the organisers 
are pleased to announce that 
MacQueen Brothers Charitable 
Trust has kindly offered to 
sponsor the final which will 
attract many of Argyll’s most 
talented young athletes.

Athletics

Scottish Cup 

draw

IF OBAN Saints can get past 
Shortlees in the quarter-final of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup, they 
have been drawn against East 
Kilbride YM, Leven United, 
Denniston Vale or Linlithgow 
Thistle.
 The other semi-final is between 
Harestanes or Possil YM v 
Stenhousemuir Community or 
Colville Park or Drumchapel.
 Saints’ secretary David Bu-
chanan was happy with the draw. 
He said: ‘We’re not counting our 
chickens as the game against 
Shortlees will be very difficult, 
but if we did get through to the 
semi-finals we’ve avoided last 
year’s winners Harestanes and 
everyone’s cup favourites Colville 
Park.’
 Dates and venues for the semis 
have still to be arranged.    

THE CAMANACHD Associ-
ation notes with regret Strachur 
and District Shinty Club’s 
decision to withdraw from senior 
league and cup competition in 
2016.

The club has stated its intention 
to continue to field primary and 
U14 teams in school and youth 
competitions, whilst hoping to 
rebuild their senior squad.

The Camanachd Association 
recognises this decision is a huge 
disappointment for all those con-
nected with Strachur and District 
Shinty Club and hope to meet 
with club officials at the earliest 
opportunity to review the posi-
tion and discuss what support is 
available to assist the rebuilding 
process.

The withdrawal of Strachur 
leaves eight teams to contest 
South Division 1. Given the short 
notice, the Camanachd Associa-
tion does not intend to re-draw 
the league fixtures. Teams sched-
uled to play Strachur will either 
have no game or a rescheduled 
fixture on that date.

Strachur withdraw 
from competitions 
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A WOMAN who is partially 
sighted and hard of hearing 
says lives are being put at risk 
because of a lack of a pedes-
trian crossing on a busy main 
road.

Annette Hobson crosses the 
A830 near the swing bridge at 
Banavie every day to walk her 
dogs or go to the shops in Caol.

But the nearest controlled 
pedestrian crossing is around 
one mile away at Lochaber 
High School.

Mrs Hobson has suffers from 
the eye condition retinitis pig-
mentosa (RP) since birth and 
she could end up completely 
blind. She is totally deaf in her 
right ear.

Mrs Hobson is calling for 
a controlled crossing on the 
road, which has a 40mph speed 
limit on that section.

The 49-year-old said: ‘My 
husband and I moved to 
Banavie from Edinburgh 18 

No crossing on busy main 
road ‘putting lives at risk’

months ago. To get anywhere 
I need to learn specific routes. 
The first thing I realised was 
the road and the lack of cross-
ings.

‘Unless I take a very long 
walk to the High School, 
there’s nowhere else to cross.

‘Having dual sensory impair-
ment makes things tricky at 
the best of times, but having to 
cross busy roads is extremely 
dangerous.

‘I have to psyche myself up. I 
need to cross to walk my dogs, 
go to the shops or if I’m coming 
back from the bus stop.

‘I get extremely anxious and 
my stomach is in knots.

‘I can wait anything up to 10 
or 15 minutes to cross. 

‘Because of the angle of the 
road coming over the bridge 
from the Corpach side, I don’t 
have a clear line of vision un-
less I lean forward.’

Mrs Hobson raised her con-
cerns with Transport Scotland 
last year.

She added: ‘I was told I could 

cross at a part of the road which 
has an ‘island’ in the middle. 

‘But to do this I have to cross 
Banavie Road and it means 
taking a detour.

‘With the volume of traffic, 
lives are being put at risk. 
People have said to me that it’s 
a terrible road. 

‘This is a scenic area with the 
canal lochs and the railway and 
is popular with tourists. 

‘A crossing would be to 
everyone’s benefit as well as 
motorists.’

Kilmallie Community 
Council is looking to carry out 
a survey on where people feel 
crossings should be along the 
A830. 

It’s felt that there should be 
crossings at other parts of the 
road, where children cross to 
go to primary school and at the 
Co-op.

A Transport Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘We are sorry to 
hear about these concerns and 
we have offered to discuss them 
directly with Mrs Hobson.’Annette Hobson gets anxious trying to cross the A830.

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

THE BODY of a man believed 
to be in his 60s was recovered 
from Mallaig harbour on Thurs-
day March 3 at around 2.40pm.

Police Scotland said the man’s 
details would not be released 
until he has been formally 
identifi ed and that enquiries 
are continuing.

THE ACCIDENT and emergency 
department at Belford Hospital 
in Fort William will be relo-
cated for at least a week from 
Monday March 14 for essential 
refurbishment work.

Emergency treatment servic-
es will be moved temporarily 
to the hospital’s out-patient 
department for approximately 
seven days. No disruption 
to services is envisaged, but 
people are being warned there 
may be minor delays.

During the work, access to the 
A&E department will be via the 
main hospital entrance and the 
reception there will be manned 
overnight.  

A SALMON farming company 
that is cutting 56 jobs in Lo-
chaber has told an MSP that a 
new feed plant will be located 
in the Highlands and islands.

Rhoda Grant, MSP for 
the area, had talks with Ben 
Hadfield, Marine Harvest’s 
managing director in Scotland.

Mrs Grant said she ‘received 
the assurance that the firm’s 
new feed plant, which would 
create new jobs, would be 
located in the Highlands 
and islands and the company 
would continue to invest in the 
region’.  

The announcement on the 
plant is expected within the 
coming weeks. 

Mrs Grant said: ‘Obviously I 
am still concerned about the 80 

people who will lose their jobs 
across the region and I have 
asked rural affairs cabinet 
secretary, Richard Lochhead, 
what the Scottish Government 
is doing to help those made 
redundant find new jobs. 

‘However, the company has 
assured me that its restructur-
ing will be creating more jobs 
in the future, increasing the 
tonnage of salmon it produces.

‘There also appears to be an 
expansion in farming a new 
type of fish, specifically to 
keep salmon clean, which will 
feed on the common salmon 
parasite, sea lice.

‘I will be following the com-
pany’s plans with keen interest 
to see what jobs are created 
and where.’

Snow White, Superman, a policeman and a witch were just some of the characters making an 
appearance at Lundavra nursery during World Book Day. The children and staff  enjoyed dressing up 

as characters from their favourite books and listening to stories during the event on March 3.

FLASHING speed signs in-
stalled on the busy main road 
in Corpach 18 months ago are 
expected to be finally switched 
on this week.

Kilmallie Community Coun-
cil campaigned for the 30mph 
signs on the A830, which were 
erected in autumn 2014.

However, councillors have 
been left frustrated as the 
signs are still not connected.

BEAR Scotland said a 
number of preliminary works 
were essential before the signs 
could be activated and that 
they will be operational by 
tomorrow (Friday).

A spokesman for the commu-
nity council said: ‘We raised 
the issue again in December 
last year and were told the 
signs required connection to 
SSE power supplies and this 
had delayed them becoming 
operational. It was said that 
work was programmed for 
January 2016. At the begin-
ning of February we were told 
they would be connected by 
the end of the month. 

‘The speed signs are impor-
tant pieces of safety equip-
ment that have been shown to 
reduce the risk of accidents.’

The community council has 
also raised concern about the 
20mph signs at Lochaber High 
School, which they say have 
been unreliable for some time.

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘A number of 
preliminary works were essen-
tial before the 30mph signs in 
Corpach could be activated, 
including the upgrading of the 
existing street lighting system, 
separating the power supplies 
for electrical infrastructure 
from the local authority sys-
tems to our own trunk road 
system, and raising a supplier 
request with SSE.  

‘These have now all been 
completed and the signs will 
be in operation by Friday.

‘We were recently made 
aware of the 20mph signs be-
ing inactive at Lochaber High 
School and are arranging a 
repair as soon as the required 
apparatus is available.’

A FUNERAL director wants to 
raise money for special cots 
for babies who have passed 
away. 

Scott Greenlees, of John 
McLellan’s, Fort William, 
aims to raise enough funds 
for two cuddle cots, which 
will be donated to Belford 
Hospital and also used in the 
funeral home. The cot acts 
like a refrigerated bassinet  
so that the family can spend 
every precious moment with 
their child. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
should visit the funeral 
home in Dudley Road or log 
on to www.gofundme.com/
fortwilliam 

CALLS have been made to put 
remote island communities across the 
Highlands at the top of the list for the 
next round of broadband funding.

Angela MacLean, a Highland 
councillor and a Scottish Parliament 
election candidate for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch says residents on Skye 
have, at times, been left with ‘barely 
functioning broadband’.

Councillor MacLean said: ‘Our 
Highland communities have a lot to 
offer, and the region as a whole has huge 
potential for taking advantage of online 
industries. 

‘We need BT and the Scottish 
Government to see that as an 
opportunity and prioritise funding 

for the worst black-spots. BT has had 
significant investment from public 
funding to support the development 
of superfast broadband, but they 
have failed to deliver for Skye and the 
Highlands.’

However, a spokesperson for BT 
refuted Councillor MacLean’s claims. 

He said: ‘More than 160,000 homes 
and businesses in the region are now able 
to access fibre broadband through the 
Digital Scotland partnership and BT’s 
commercial rollout. The partnership 
has just announced more than 3,000 
more homes and businesses on Skye will 
get access to faster broadband over the 
next six months.

‘Work has started on the new 

infrastructure in Ardvasar, Broadford, 
Dunvegan, Edinbane, Isle Ornsay, 
Raasay, Uig and Portree. 

‘Further roll out is in planning for later 
in the year.’

A Scottish Government spokesperson 
said: ‘We are investing over £410 million 
through the Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband (DSSB) programme. 

‘Across the Highlands and islands at 
least 84 per cent of premises will have 
access to fibre broadband once the 
project has rolled out.

‘Community Broadband Scotland 
(CBS) has been set up to support 
the development of community-led 
broadband schemes in areas least likely 
to benefit from the DSSB programme.’

Speed signs 

into action

Refurbishment 
forces A&E move

Body recovered 
from harbour 

Funeral director’s 
special cot appeal 

feed plant for Highlands

World Book Day fun at Lundavra nursery

Give islands broadband priority

ARE YOU PAYING 
TOO MUCH FOR 
YOUR FUEL?
Is your current supplier 
letting you down?

Oilfast – the new Scottish  
firm with fast, friendly  
delivery at competitive prices.

fTl
www.oilfast.co.uk

NOW SUPPLYING

OBAN, FORT 
WILLIAM

& SURROUNDING 
AREAS

To order or for more information 
call Barbara or Linda on:

01631 705999
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A NEW £8.7m Gaelic school 
will open in late 2017 after the 
contract was awarded.

Robertson Construction 
will build the new school in 
Portree, with work starting 
later this year. Last month, 
The Oban Times reported the 
cost for the new school soared 
from £9.3 million to £10.8m.

The overall cost includes a 
new access road, demolitions 
and other works, which will be 
awarded as separate contracts, 
bringing the final cost to 
£10.8m.

Skye councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the education, 
children and adult services 
committee, announced the 
contract at a meeting of the 
Skye Area committee last 
week. He said: ‘The Portree 
Gaelic Primary School will 
be a great asset to the Gaelic 
community across the West 
Highlands. It will help to 
sustain and progress Gaelic 
medium education on the is-
land. This announcement will 
be welcomed by the parents 
who, for many years, have 
campaigned for a stand alone 
Gaelic school in Portree and I 
look forward to work starting.’

The school is part of a £14.8m 
investment programme in 
Portree, which includes a new 
access road to the school, 
refurbishment of the former 
Elgin Hostel to create a new 
pupil residence at Portree 
high and the demolition of the 
former boys’ and Margaret 
Carnegie residence buildings. 

The Scottish Government 
has contributed £4.75 million 
to the school project.

RESIDENTS in the Western 
Isles are being encouraged 
to make sure they are regis-
tered to vote.

New fi gures reveal the 
number of registered voters 
in the area for the Scottish 
Parliamentary election has 
fallen by more than 700 in 
the wake of the switch to 
Individual Electoral Registra-
tion.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP 
MSP, Alasdair Allan, said: 
‘I’m urging everyone to make 
sure they are registered to 
vote in time for the Scottish 
Parliamentary Elections.’

LOCHABER Housing Associa-
tion is holding a family fun and 
information event on Saturday 
March 19.

Visitors can learn about credit 
unions, recycling, health, early 
learning and fi nance and repre-
sentatives from Your Voice, Lo-
chaber Housing Association’s 
tenants and staff  partnership, 
will also be in attendance.

Children can enjoy free face 
painting and at 1pm there will 
be a wall papering demonstra-
tion. All donations will go to 
the British Heart Foundation 
and there will be great prizes 
up for grabs in a raffl  e.

The event will be held at the 
association’s offi  ces in High 
Street, Fort William, from 10am 
to 3pm with soup, sandwiches, 
tea, coff ee and baking availa-
ble.

ADVENTURER and round the 
world cyclist Mark Beaumont 
will be attempting to cycle 
the length of the Outer Heb-
rides in 24 hours to mark the 
launch of the Hebridean Way 
cycling route and the Eat, Drink 
Hebrides Trail.

Mr Beaumont will tackle the 
185-mile route from Vatersay 
to the Butt of Lewis today 
(Thursday).

TIMESLINE

Family fun and 
information

Make sure you can 
vote in elections

Adventurer helps 
launch new route  

Head teacher John Joseph MacNeil with pupils, former pupils of 
local Gaelic units, campaigners and supporters of the new school. 

21_f11gaelic02

LAST week’s Oban Times 
featured pupils winning Lo-
chaber Rotary Club’s annual 
writing competition.

Runner-up Josh McFatridge 
is a pupil at Kinlochleven 
High School and not Lochaber 
High as reported.

Lochaber writing 
contest runner-up 

Contract
award
welcomed
on Skye

Pupils said a fond farewell 
to a popular teacher as she 

retired from Banavie Primary 
School. Beth McGhie’s 

teaching career spanned 
more than 38 years with posts 

at Achaphubuil and Upper 
Achintore primaries. She then 
moved on to be head teacher 

at Spean Bridge primary 
before spending nine years at 
Banavie. Children presented 
Ms McGhie with gifts to mark 

her retiral. f11retiral

A NEW Gaelic primary school 
has been officially opened 
in Lochaber - more than 20 
years after a campaign for one 
started.

Dr Alasdair Allan, minister 
for learning, science and Scot-
land’s languages, was joined 
by pupils, parents, staff and 
supporters for the unveiling 
of Lochaber Gaelic Primary 
- Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar – in Caol, Fort William, 
last Friday.

The £6.1 million building 
opened in August and is Scot-
land’s fourth, and Highland’s 
second, dedicated Gaelic 
primary school.

Dr Allan said: ‘The Scottish 
Government has been working 
closely with Highland Council 
to increase the number of 
pupils and schools offering 
Gaelic medium education. 

‘Education is key for the 
growth and survival of the 
language and this is good for 
the whole of Scotland.

school has been built. It’s 
beautiful and state-of-the art. 
You couldn’t ask for better.’

The school currently has 70 
pupils and 15 children in the 
nursery with youngsters com-
ing from as far as Ballachulish 
and Glenfinnan. There is also 
a mother and toddlers group 
and playgroup.

Head teacher John Joseph 
MacNeil believes Gaelic is still 

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

‘There is a clear demand in 
other parts of Scotland for 
Gaelic medium education. The 
challenge that the government 
has is keeping up with demand 
through the provision of teach-
ers.’

Morag Melville, from Fort 
William, was instrumental in 
promoting the language among 
children. Mrs Melville helped 

set-up Gaelic playgroups and 
then a Gaelic unit opened in 
the former St Mary’s RC Pri-
mary in Fort William in 1994.

Mrs Melville said: ‘Things 
went from strength-to-strength 
and it wasn’t long before we 
were given a promise that a 
Gaelic school would be built 
at some point. After 20 years 
the day has come and a new 

going strong. He said: ‘It sends 
out a strong message about the 
language and how children 
are going through bilingual 
education in Scotland.

‘Gaelic is very much alive 
through our communities and 
Scotland as well as the culture. 
It’s fantastic to see children 
coming in at primary one and 
nursery with no Gaelic, then 
being fully immersed in the 
language and coming out with 
a high rate of fluency at P7.’

Ally MacLeod, chairman 
of the parent council, is a 
fluent Gaelic speaker and his 
son Hamish attends the new 
school. He said: ‘People are 
genuinely interested in the 
language and the culture. 
It’s a fantastic facility. We’re 
delighted with the uptake and 
hope to see that grow.’

The unveiling ceremony 
was opened and closed to the 
sound of bagpipes by Moira 
Robertson. Pupils sang the 
Gaelic song ’S Truagh nach 
robh mi còmhla riut and enjoyed 
a ceilidh later in the afternoon. 
There was also a fundraising 
ceilidh in the evening.

We’re 
delighted 
with the 
uptake and 
hope to see 
that grow ”

Ally McLeod
Parent council chairman

Fond
farewell to 
Banavie TWENTY six packs of 

kitchen floor tiles were 
stolen from outside a house 
under renovation at Andi-
adan, Glenfinnan.

The theft took place some-
time between January 1 and 
March 1 this year.

In a separate incident, an 
attempt was made to get into 
the Glencoe Studio Gallery 
in Glencoe between 3pm on 
Monday February 29 and 
1pm the following day.

Police are keen to speak 
to anyone who has any 
information about these 
incidents. Call them on 101.

Floor tiles stolen 
from Glenfi nnan 
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What is Argyll College UHI?
Argyll College is one of the thirteen 
partner institutions of the University 
of the Highland and Islands, and we 
are Argyll’s largest provider of further 
and higher education. Argyll College 
UHI works closely with the regions 
schools, giving over 300 school pu-
pils access to Skills for Work courses 
as an integral part of their school 
curriculum. We also provide a wide 
range certifi ed training and profes-
sional development opportunities 
for local businesses.
The college was established in 1997 
and since then has grown rapidly, 
now fulfi lling the needs of more 
than 1500 students across a network 
of local learning centres located 
throughout the region. 

Why have we changed our look?
Argyll College UHI is the fastest 
growing academic partner of the 
University of the Highlands and 
Islands in terms of HE student num-
bers  and in the 5 years since 2009-10 
we have seen over 400% growth in 
HE FTEs.  
However, although Argyll and Bute 
has a slightly higher proportion of 
young people moving into higher 
education (39%) than the Scottish 
average (38%), fi gures for young peo-
ple moving into further education 
are below the national norm – only 
20.7% in 2015 compared to the 
Scottish average of 27.8%.
We are undertaking the rebrand 
of Argyll College UHI in order to 
heighten the visibility of the college 
particularly to school-leavers consid-
ering remaining in the region; and 
to develop a more contemporary 
brand which better communicates 
the fact that most of our full time 
students are under 24 years old.
Every year we increase and extend 
the range of courses on off er, for 
instance, this year our fi rst group of 
students will complete the PGDE 
Primary Teaching in Oban, and we’ll 
also have FE students completing a 
Maritime Skills Course. In April we’ll 
launch two National Progression 
Awards in Dance and Professional 
Theatre Preparation and in Septem-
ber we’ll introduce NC Social Science 
and HNC Applied Science.
By refreshing our brand, we want 
people to look again at Argyll College 
UHI – if you think you know who we 
are, you may want to think again. 

How did we come up with the new logo?
We worked with Petrus Creative to 
develop the new look; they inter-
viewed our staff  and students from 

all of our diff erent learning centres 
and from a variety of courses and 
study levels, before settling on the 
‘tartan A’. 
We had a number of options for our 
tagline: Learn, Achieve, Advance; and 
again, students were at the centre of 
the process. Our UHISA (University of 
the Highlands and Islands Student 
Association) Vice President Charlie 
Collins, coordinated research among 
the student population to come up 
with their preferred option.

Where is Argyll College?
At Argyll College UHI we off er you 
the choice of studying at one of 
our many local learning centres 
located throughout the mainland 
and islands of Argyll; we have staff ed 
learning centres in Oban, Tobermory, 
Lochgilphead, Campbeltown, Islay, 
Dunoon, Rothesay and Arran.  
Our learning centres range in size 
and each has their own atmosphere 
but each one is fi rmly rooted in 
the local community they serve, 
with knowledgeable and friendly 
staff  available to support students 
through each stage of their learning 
experience.
Some of our centres off er specialist 
facilities: our Oban Centre is home to 
a purpose built professional kitchen 
where hospitality students get hands 
on practical experience, as well as 
the Sound Studio and Hair & Beauty 
Salon which is open to the public. 
This centre also houses a garden 
where green fi ngered horticulture 
students can get their hands dirty. 
The Construction, Engineering and 
Renewables Centre (CERC) at Kilmo-
ry, Lochgilphead, off ers a range of 
construction and engineering train-
ing opportunities from introductory 
level to Modern Apprenticeships and 
beyond.  The centre has a number 
of dedicated specialist workshops, 
which provide a realistic working 
and training environment to help 

meet the needs of local and national 
employers.
We also work with a range of 
external partners to give students 
valuable work simulated learning 
opportunities, e.g. Rhoin Farm in 
Campbeltown, Ross Dhu Equestrian 
Centre in Larkhall, and of course 
our award winning preschool Little 
Learners Nursery at Dunstaff nage. 
These, and many more, placement 
centres give our students valuable 
hand on experience.

Who are our students?
The majority of our full time students 
(65%) are young people aged 
between 16 and 24 years old: 72% of 
FE students are in this age range and 
58% of HE students fi t this profi le.
In those aged 16-19 yrs there is 
an even split between males and 
females, this changes somewhat 
for students aged 20-24 with about 
twice as many women as men.
  

 Early Experience Student Survey Results
An early experience survey was un-
dertaken in late September 2015 and 
49% of our full time students took 
part (up from 36% last year). 98% 
of our students told us they were 
made to feel welcome, and 97% are 
satisfi ed with their overall college 
experience so far.

How are we governed?
The Board of Governors of Argyll Col-
lege UHI currently has 11 members, 
including the Principal, Fraser Durie, a 
staff  member and a student member. 
Membership of the Board is voluntary 
and its key principles are: Public Ser-
vice, Selfl essness, Integrity, Objectiv-
ity, Accountability and Stewardship, 
Openness, Honesty, Leadership and 
Respect. 
One of the many roles of the Board 
of Governors is to provide strategic 
leadership and direction to the 
college, and to formulate strategic 
priorities for areas such as fi nancial 
objectives and staffi  ng strategies.
Governors’ biographies are append-
ed.

New look for Argyll College
Argyll College UHI Ltd, Board of 
Governors
Andrew Campbell - Chair

Andrew has lived and worked in Argyll for many years 

and works for Scottish Natural Heritage as an Opera-

tions Manager in a role that allows him to travel widely 

across Argyll, giving him a broad understanding of the 

challenges that a dispersed rural population present 

the College in delivering its services. He has previously 

chaired Primary and Secondary School Boards in Argyll 

as well as playing an active role in the Argyll and Bute 

Community Planning Partnership.  Andrew has served 

on the Argyll College Board since 2010 and as well as 

being Chair of the Board since 201, he serves of the 

Finance and General Purposes committee and chairs 

the Nominations Committee of the Board.

John Colston - Vice Chair

John Colston is a graduate of University College, 

Oxford and held a number of senior policy and fi nancial 

management appointments in the Ministry of Defence, 

the Foreign Offi  ce and NATO before retiring from public 

service in 2011 to live permanently in Argyll, on the 

island of Seil.  He has served on the Board since 2012 

and also chairs the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee and serves on the Nominations Committee 

of the Board.

Fraser Durie - Principal.

Fraser Durie is an Executive Director of the Board and 

Principal of Argyll College UHI Ltd. Previously as a senior 

curriculum manager with Fife College he was involved 

in the curriculum element of merging Fife College and 

Glenrothes College to create Adam Smith College.   

Fraser is an Honours graduate of Dundee University 

and holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Management. 

He has held management positions in both retail and 

hospitality and retains membership of the Institute 

of Hospitality, in addition to being a member of the 

Institute of Directors.  Fraser serves on the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee of the Board.

Charlotte Collins

Charlotte serves as the elected student Representative 

on the Board. Charlie is studying for an HNC Horticulture 

with the College at its Oban campus and was elected to 

be the student representative on the Board in 2015. 

She is also the Depute President of the Highlands and 

Islands Students Association (of which Argyll College 

UHI Ltd is a member).

Amber Crowley

Amber serves as elected Staff  Representative on the 

Board and is the course leader for Horticulture at the 

College, tutoring part time in Horticulture, Agriculture 

and Rural Skills at FE and HE level. She also owns 

and operates two garden design companies. She is 

a graduate of Stirling University and SRUC and has 

completed her Masters level teaching qualifi cation 

for further education at Aberdeen University. She has 

served on the board since 2015 and is also a member 

of the Teaching, Learning and Engagement Committee.

Ken Jones 

Ken Jones has lived on the Isle of Seil, south of Oban, 

for the past 35 years and is a marine science graduate 

of the University Wales and holds a doctorate in marine 

science from the University of Strathclyde. Ken was em-

ployed at the Scottish Association for Marine Science 

(SAMS) as a research scientist and spent the last 14 

years as Deputy Director (with a short period as Acting 

Director in 2008) until retirement in 2014.  As Deputy 

Director he helped coordinate the development of new 

research facilities at Dunstaff nage and participated 

at a senior level in the growth of the partnership of 

SAMS with UHI. Ken chairs the Human Resources and 

Remuneration Committee of the Board and serves on 

the Audit Committee. 

Martin Jones

Martin Jones is a Senior Lecturer in Law at Glasgow Cal-

edonian University, where he has also held a number 

of senior roles including Head of Learning Teaching and 

Quality and he also sits on the University’s Academic 

Policy Committee. In 2011, he became the founding 

Director of the Learning Development Centre where he 

leads a team of seven staff .  Martin lives in Cowal, Argyll 

and also sits on the executive of the British and Irish 

Law and Education and Technology Association. Martin 

Jones has served on the Board since 2012 and chairs the 

Learning, Teaching and Engagement Committee 

Stella B. Leitch.

As a Bachelor of Education, Teacher of Geography Stella 

has worked for Argyll and Bute Council for 24 years 

teaching in Lochgilphead High and Oban High schools. 

In her role of Guidance Teacher and Eco Schools assessor 

she travelled widely in Argyll visiting the many cluster 

Primary Schools. As Depute Head Teacher 2004-2011 

Stella worked closely with many Partner Agencies. 

Since 1985 she has lived in North Argyll where she now 

works as self-employed on her family farm. Member of 

the Board of Governors since December 2015.

Linda McAulay

Linda has worked in the Whisky Industry for over twen-

ty years, with fi fteen years as Offi  ce Manager for an 

Argyll based distillery and the last four years as Human 

Resources Manager for the group of companies.  She is 

CIPD qualifi ed and an Associate Member.   Linda is also 

a committee member for MacMillan Cancer Support 

and lives in Campbelltown.  She serves on both the HR 

and Remuneration Committee and Finance and General 

Purposes Committee of the Board.

Gillian McCready

Gillian McCready was born and has lived on the Island 

of Bute for most of her life. She studied in Edinburgh 

then began working life in the hotel industry. She 

moved into social work 35 years ago, working initially 

on the island and then travelling daily to work in 

Inverclyde. The main focus of her work has been on 

planning and delivery of services for older people and 

people with physical disabilities. For the past 15 years 

she has managed services across both social work and 

the National Health Service with responsibility for 

managing, planning and reporting on joint budgets of 

over £17m. She retired in April 2015 and was recruited 

to the Board in October 2015.

Lesley McInnes

Lesley McInnes has worked for 30 years with Housing 

Associations and Local Authorities.  Her career has been 

varied, working in Glasgow, Dumbarton, the Borders 

and Ayrshire before joining West Highland Housing As-

sociation as its Chief Executive in 2006. Lesley is a Board 

Member of other organisations, including Link Housing 

Association and is keen to develop local relationships 

between partner organisations.  She has a strong belief 

in the strategic importance of Argyll College in meeting 

the skills and training needs of people throughout 

Argyll.  Lesley has served on the Board since 2011 and 

chairs the Audit Committee of the Board.

Contact

Pauline Cameron

Secretary to the Board of Governors

Pauline.Cameron@uhi.ac.uk

Mobile: 07917 791591

Principal’s Quote:
Fraser Durie, Principal of Argyll 

College UHI said: “We are delighted 
to be able to off er young people in 
Argyll and the Isles a local route into 
higher education. As one of the fastest 
growing partners in the University of 
the Highlands and Islands we continue 
to look at relevant and exciting op-
portunities for learning for our young 
people. Given the ever rising costs of 
studying outside the region parents 
and pupils are recognising the value of 
high quality education, delivered on 
their doorstep. We will continue to ex-
pand our portfolio of courses to ensure 
there is real choice for the communities 
of Argyll and the Isles.”

What Next?
If you want to fi nd out more our 
next open day is on Wednesday 23 
March 2016 from 10am to 7pm at our 
Oban Learning Centre, Glenshellach 
Business Park.
This is a chance for you to get all the 
information you need about our 
courses and student support, and 
take some time to explore our largest 
learning centre..

You will be able to:

• Meet other potential students.

• Take a tour of the centre to view 
the areas you are interested in such 
as our professional kitchen, sound 
studio, hair salon and garden.

• Meet with our tutors and support 
staff  to have your questions an-
swered.

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Obanites enjoy a dose of 
reality with Gogglebox girls 

REALITY stars from the 
award-winning Channel 4 
programme Gogglebox paid a 
visit to Oban earlier this week, 
writes David McPhee.

Obanites inundated social 
media with selfies taken with 
Sandy Channer and her friend 
Sandra Martin, who are well 
known for their entertaining 
antics on the TV show, which 
features friends, families and 
couples from across Britain 
watching and critiquing televi-
sion programmes.

The reality stars spent Sun-

day night in Oban relaxing 
with friends.

Sandy Channer said: ‘I love 
Oban. I love the views – you 
can’t get better. The people 
are amazing and you get fresh 
seafood.

‘I tasted some whisky, which 
made me feel dizzy for a min-
ute, but I pulled through!

‘I will definitely come back. 
You get lost in the tranquility 
when you come to Oban.’ 

And Sandy added: ‘The 
Gogglebox ladies say hello to 
everyone and we will be back.’

Sandra Martin said: ‘Scot-
land is very beautiful. This 
is my third time here and my 
first time in Oban.

‘We’re here as it’s a Mother’s 
Day vacation and we’re seeing 
our best friends.’

The star jokingly continued: 
‘Oban is my home. I’m looking 
for a property and a million-
aire in Oban!’

The women left at lunchtime 
on Monday – they were head-
ing home to begin filming for 
the new season of Gogglebox 
on Tuesday.

Sandy Channer, left, with her friend and fellow Gogglebox star Sandra Martin. 

MP ‘fed-up 
waiting’ in bid 
to free Billy
THE UNSETTLING circum-
stances surrounding the arrest 
and subsequent imprisonment 
of Connel man Billy Irving and 
34 of his colleagues will see a 
cross-party government group 
set up, The Oban Times can 
exclusively reveal.

The Oban Times is now pushing 
for a number of unanswered 
questions to be brought before 
the UK government in order to 
bring Billy home.

The men, who have always 
insisted their innocence, have, 
to date, been in Chennai, India 
for two years and five months.

It recently came to light that 
two Italian workers on the ship 
at the time of the initial arrests 
were not jailed along with their 
co-workers. They are believed to 
be at home in Italy. 

The Oban Times understands 
the Italian workers have told 
UK family members they have 
‘to stay below the radar’.

It is thought the Italian Foreign 
minister may have secured an 
early release for the men. At the 
time of going to press the Italian 
Government had not responded 
to The Oban Times’ request for 
details.

According to MP Brendan 
O’Hara, a number of questions 
remain unanswered.

Why did the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
wait almost two years before the 
government minister contacted 
the vessel’s owners AdvanFort?

Why was paperwork, handed 
over to the Indian Government, 
not used by the courts in the 
recent appeal? 

It is also understood that the 
FCO and cabinet minister Hugo 

Swire were ‘in a spin’ when the 
men were detained in January, 
as their consular intelligence 
had understood the men were to 
be pardoned.

In a bid to get answers to these 
questions, a cross-party parlia-
mentary group will now be set up 
by MPs Brendan O’Hara, Argyll 
and Bute, and Kirsten Oswald, 
East Renfrewshire, to Free the 
Chennai Six. It was due to be 
launched today (Thursday).

Mr Irving was arrested and 
thrown in jail along with 34 oth-
er sailors and guards on October 
12, 2013 while working aboard 
the anti-piracy ship MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio.

The Indian courts claimed 
the men had no legitimacy for 
either their work or the guns and 
ammunition they had on board.

However, the men presented 
the courts with paperwork to 
counter the claims – paperwork 
they and their families believe 
has been ignored.

Speaking exclusively to The 
Oban Times, Mr O’Hara, who 
has been working closely with 
his parliamentary colleague Ms 
Oswald and with Billy’s fiancée  
Yvonne MacHugh, says the time 
for waiting is over.

Mr O’Hara said: ‘It is already 
too long to wait.  We are setting 
up a cross-party group to get 
answers to all the questions that 
surround this case.

‘Ms Oswald and myself are so 
fed-up waiting for answers. We 
have played ball. But enough is 
enough. We are pushing for the 
government to answer questions 
about what they are doing while 
these men are in prison.’

Owners of the MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio appear to have 
gone into hiding, but a number 
of the men’s family members 
claim the son of the boat’s own-

ers has called them apologising 
and begging them not to make 
matters worse for the company, 
with one British family member 
saying he told them, ‘we have no 
money, we are very poor’.

The men’s families have 
received no compensation from 
the boat’s owners and the men  
have not received any pay since 
they were arrested. 

 It is understood that FCO min-
ister Hugo Swire only contacted 
the owners in January 2016, but 
the context of the conversation 
was not disclosed.

Mr O’Hara continued: ‘There 
is no doubt that the government 
was in a spin after the men were 
sent to jail in January. It seems to 
me they were knocked sideways.

‘Surely the British Government 
should be using all diplomatic 
means open to them to get this 
matter resolved?’

A spokesman for the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office 
said: ‘This issue has been raised 
repeatedly at the highest levels 
by the Prime Minister, Foreign 
Secretary and UK representa-
tives. We will continue efforts to 
make sure this case is resolved 
without delay.

‘Our staff will continue to 
make regular prison visits to the 
men and support their families, 
who we remain in close contact 
with. We will carry on working 
to make sure their welfare is 
protected while they are in 
prison.’

The FCO would not answer 
questions about the Italian men. 

In a recent interview, The Oban 
Times asked David Mundell MP, 
the Scottish Secretary, about Mr 
Irving’s incarceration. 

Mr Mundell said he was ‘una-
ware of the situation’ but would 
be finding out all he could to 
support Mr Irving.

EXCLUSIVE by
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Motorists in Argyll who 
randomly park where the like 
will have to clean up their act 
following the news that the 
Scottish Government is to be 
given new powers to tackle 
inconsiderate parking.

Politicians can now intro-
duce legislation that would 
make it illegal for vehicles 
to obstruct pavements and 
dropped kerbs and drivers to 
double park on public roads.

The move comes after years 
of campaigning from charities 
such Living Streets Scotland 
and Guide Dogs Scotland.

Jane Horsburgh, policy man-
ager for Guide Dogs Scotland 
said: ‘This is great news for 
people with sight loss, guide 
dog owners, wheelchair or 
mobility scooter users, and 
families with pushchairs. 

‘People with reduced mobil-
ity have been waiting a long 
time for legislation that allows 
them to get out and about 
safely in our communities.’

COMMUNITY councillors 
are annoyed that a planning 
application for a hotel in town 
has been delayed because 
of council rules on parking 
spaces.

At the Oban meeting last 
Monday, community council-
lors asked elected members 
what was happening with the 
Premier Inn proposal for the 
former Hollywood Bowl site.

Councillor Iain MacLean 
said: ‘I believe there is a 
report with [Argyll and Bute 
Council] roads in regard to 
the car parking proposed [in 
that there is not enough].’

Community councillors said 
that other hotels in town had 
been given permission without 
any associated car parking.

Member of the public 
and Oban resident Kenny 
MacLennan added: ‘There is 
plenty of parking in the Alba-
ny Street car park at night.’

Move against 
bad parking

Premier Inn 
planning
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Sleep your way to 
better health
Throughout March it’s National Bed 
Month – time for a lie -in before 
learning about the importance of a 
good night’s sleep!

Organised by The Sleep Council, 
the month aims to remind us why a 
sound sleep is good for our health.

Forget the old saying, if ‘You 
snooze, you loose’.  It’s thought that 
a good sleep has amazing proper-
ties that make you healthier and 
happier – and can even add years 
to your life!

At the Sleep Council website, 
you can fi nd out all you need to 
know about the perfect sleep and, 
of course, the right bed should be 
your number one priority.

In 1988, a ground-breaking study 
found that by switching an old bed 
for a lovely new one meant an extra 
42 minutes of sleep. You can put 
your own bed through an MOT at 
the site and fi nd out if changing it 
could mean better rest.

We understand bed buying can 
be a daunting task, but before 
you purchase a new bed it’s worth 
doing your homework. You spend a 
third of your life in bed, so it’s vital 
that you make the right choice.

• Decide your priorities and con-
cerns in advance. For example, is it 
price, storage, access to bedroom, 
getting in and out of bed, overall 
size or shape, a health issue, etc

• If possible, try a selection of beds 
for comparison before you buy.

• Buy for correct support and com-
fort for your weight and build – not 
just fi rmness.

• Lie down in your normal sleep-
ing position and make some turns, 
too. Wear comfortable clothing and 
remove any outdoor gear.

• Try together, if the bed’s for two.
• Don’t forget a bed is a mattress 

and a base working together – 
don’t consider them in isolation.

• Check dimensions as not all bed 
sizes are standardised. Even if they 
have same name (eg king size), they 
may not be the same – especially if 
the mattress and base are not from 
the same manufacturer. 

• Think big – larger beds are more 
comfortable and you’re less likely to 
disturb your partner.

    You get what you pay for – both 
in product and service – so spend 
as much as you can aff ord.

• Look out for the NBF Approved 
label to be reassured that the 
mattress you’re buying is safe, clean 
and honest.

ADVERTORIALFined over 
police
assaults

Cash boost for 
Argyll homes

Hebrides protected 
from boundary plans

A 31-YEAR-OLD man was 
fined a total of £800 for 
assaulting two police officers 
after they stopped him over a 
drug-related search.

Robert Alexander Clark, of 
Taoslin House, Bunessan, Isle 
of Mull, had previously admit-
ted possession of cocaine and 
to repeatedly lashing out with 
his arms and legs, injuring the 
two constables.

When stopped and searched 
on November 17 last year on 
Shore Street, Oban, Clark had 
snatched back his wallet and 
run away; only to fall. When 
police caught up with him he 
struggled.

A report on Clark was pre-
sented to Oban Sheriff Court 
last week.

‘He seems to see himself 
much more as the victim here,’ 
said Sheriff Ruth Anderson.

His defence agent, Edward 
Thornton said Clark’s actions 
that day had been influenced 
by strong painkillers.

Sheriff Anderson admon-
ished Clark for the small 
amount of cocaine found in 
his wallet but fined him £400 
for each of the assaults on the 
police officers.

A £50 MILLION infrastruc-
ture fund will speed up con-
struction of thousands of new 
homes, according to Social 
Justice Secretary Alex Neil.

The flexible grant and loan 
fund will help unlock strategic 
housing sites to local authori-
ties, to increase the numbers 
of new homes to be built,

The fund is part of a package 
of measures to support the 
supply of homes across all ten-
ures. Key to this is the Scottish 
Government’s five-year com-
mitment to delivering at least 
50,000 affordable homes, 70 
per cent for social rent, backed 
by more than £3 billion.

It is understood that around 
five per cent of these homes 
will be built in Argyll. 

A NATIONAL review of West-
minster constituencies is under 
way, but Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
is being protected, writes Sandy 
Neil. 

Rules introduced by the 
UK Government in 2011 will 
decrease the number of constit-
uencies in Scotland from 59 to 
53. Across the UK, the number 
is being reduced from 650 to 
600.

The voters in each constituen-
cy must number between 71,031 
and 78,507: five per cent either 
side of 74,769.2, the UK’s aver-
age electorate per constituency.

The rules require broadly 
equal numbers of voters in each 
constituency, except where 
a constituency is larger than 
12,000 square kilometres. The 
rules also limit the size of a 
constituency to 13,000 square 
kilometres.  

Na h-Eileanan an Iar (the 
Western Isles) is protected in 
the legislation and so is not 

under review. The Boundary 
Commission for Scotland must 
make recommendations on new 
constituency boundaries to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland 
by October 1, 2018, in time for 
the next Westminster elections 
in 2020. Proposals will be pub-
lished for public consultation 
later this year.

Lord Matthews, Deputy 
Chairman of the Boundary 
Commission for Scotland, said: 
‘The rules within which we work 
put great emphasis on equal 
electorates across the UK. 
The review is likely to result 
in significant change for many 
constituencies in Scotland.  

‘Consultation remains a key 
part of the review process and 
we will fully consult on our pro-
posals in due course so people 
across Scotland can feed in 
their views.’

Further information on the 
review can be found at www.
bcomm-scotland.gov.uk

No-show councillors shamed
FOLLOWING complaints 
about the lack of attendance at 
community council meetings by 
paid councillors, it appears only 
one councillor regularly attends 
all the area meetings.

While an Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesman said it was 
down to ‘members discretion’ 
on whether they attended meet-
ings or not. The SNP code of 
conduct requires its councillors 
to attend all community council 
meetings within the ward to 
which they are elected.

In Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Community Council minutes it 
was recently noted that two of 
the elected members rarely turn 
up to meetings – one has not 
been at all in the last two years.

Antoinette Mitchell, commu-
nity council member, said: ‘We 
only ever see Elaine Robertson 

at our meetings in Kilninver and 
Kilmelford.  Duncan McIntyre 
use to come several times a year 
until he became unwell.

‘We have NEVER (sic) seen 
the new guy who was elected 
a couple of years back, Iain 
MacLean is it?  Although I think 
he may go to Seil meetings.

‘Iain MacDonald came twice, 
but we have not seen him for 
about four years.

‘We have discussed lack of 
attendance at meetings.  In fact 
when Roddy McCuish attended 
one of our meetings last year, 
I most definitely brought  it up 
and he, I believe, was going to 
bring it up with the gentlemen 
in question.’

Les Stewart of Connel Com-
munity Council said: ‘Elaine 
Robertson is the best at attend-
ing our meetings. The others 
are virtually non-existent.

‘I haven’t seen Iain MacDon-
ald or Iain MacLean for ages.

‘Kieron Green has attended 

our meetings for the last couple 
of years. He would definitely 
have continued attending had 
he been elected. 

‘We are very happy with what 
Elaine does on our behalf. I 
have said previously that having 
two, three or more attend is 
a waste of their time and can 
cause confusion at our end. 
It would be better to have a 
dedicated councillor but that 
wouldn’t work for everybody.’

Kieron Green, secretary of 
Oban Community Council, 
said: ‘In my capacity as sec-
retary of Oban Community 
Council, and with regards to 
Oban Community Council, we 
have a good attendance record 
by councillors. 

‘Neil MacIntyre, Roddy 
McCuish, Iain MacLean and 
Elaine Robertson attend prac-
tically every meeting, and Iain 
Angus MacDonald is also fre-
quently there. Mary Jean Devon 
has been present on a number of 

occasions, which we appreciate 
given that she is based on Mull. 

‘However, on a personal note, 
having been around many com-
munity councils in Oban and 
Lorn, this is not the norm. 

‘Most often there is only one 
Argyll and Bute councillor pres-
ent, usually Elaine Robertson. 

‘Either Iain MacLean or Iain 
MacDonald is usually at Ard-
chattan, and Iain MacLean has 
made appearances on occasion 
elsewhere, Seil and Luing, I 
seem to recall. 

‘Elaine Robertson is the only 
councillor I’ve ever seen at Lis-
more, Dunbeg, Appin, Taynuilt, 
Glenorchy and Innishail, Kil-
more, Kilninver and Kilmelford 
and Avich and Kilchrenan.’

John Kerr, of Glenorchy and 
Innishail Community Council 
said: ‘Elaine regularly attends 
our meeting as did Kieron, 
though perhaps not in the future. 
Both Iain Angus MacDonald 
and Iain MacLean have come to 

meetings, particularly if there 
was a major strategic issue, such 
as boundary changes. 

’Yes, we would like to see 
more elected members at our 
meetings but in an area that 
takes at least an hour to drive 
across in any direction and 
hosts 13 community council 
meetings every eight weeks, the 
maths indicates that at least one 
community council meeting 
every week is a lot to ask.

‘Julie McKenzie has already 
been in touch to find out about 
the main issues, so we can’t ask 
for much more than that.’

When contacted by The Oban 
Times, Iain MacLean said he and 
Iain MacDonald had divided 
the community councils in their 
ward between them so that they 
could attend more meetings. 
Iain MacDonald declined to 
comment. Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area chairman, councillor 
Mr McCuish, was unavailable 
for comment. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Fairtrade feast at Dunbeg

DUNBEG Primary School 
showed that every meal can be 
fair, if shoppers put in a little bit 
of effort.

Beans, fruit, cornflakes, rolls 

and juice were all on the menu 
on Tuesday morning as every 
pupil celebrated Fairtrade 
Fortnight.

The school’s Fairtrade Com-

mittee was delighted with the 
event and said it hoped that 
next year there would be even 
more choice for children. 
17_t11fairtradebreakfast1
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SUMMER SHORT COURSES 2016
CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID

20 - 24/06/16 

Learning through Living Culture 
(Gaelic in Flodigarry)

 
04 - 08/07/16 

Piping & Drumming for under 18s

Family Learning Week 

 
18 - 22/07/16 

Gaelic Levels 1, 2, 3, 4

Òrain Ghàidhlig with Christine Primrose

Accordion and Button Box with Addie Harper Jr, 
Robert Nairn & Fergie MacDonald

Gaelic for Irish Speakers (Beginners)

 

25 - 29/07/16 
Exploring Skye with Gaelic 
hosted by Muriel Fisher (Beginners)

01 - 05/08/16
 
Gaelic Levels 1, 3, 5, 7

Gaelic Conversation with Muriel Fisher  (Int. Learners)

Gaelic Conversation with John Urquhart (Adv. Learners)

Gaelic for Irish Speakers (Adv. Learners)
 

 

08 - 12/08/16

Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8

The Music in the Fiddle with Charlie Mckerron

Step-dance with Sophie Stephenson

Beartas Cainnt with John Urquhart

 
15 - 19/08/16

Gaelic  Levels 1, 3, 5, 7, 9

Gaelic Song with Christine Primrose

Gaelic in the Landscape with Roddy Maclean

 
22 - 26/08/16

Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

Digital Photography with Cailean Maclean

Introduction to Irish Gaelic

Learning through Living Culture 
(Gaelic in Flodigarry)

@

cg.smo@uhi.ac.uk

01471 888 240/246

SLEAT in the south of Skye is home to 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, a national centre for 
Gaelic language and culture which offers 
a unique learning and cultural environ-
ment.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig was established in 
1973 and is the only college of its kind 
offering further and 
higher education courses 
through the medium of 
Gaelic, one of the nation-
al languages of Scotland. 
Courses on offer include 
full-time and part-time, 
undergraduate and post-
graduate, distance-learn-
ing courses and short 
courses.

The College’s short 
courses programme has 
grown in popularity 
over the years and each 
year, nearly a thousand 
people of all ages and 
backgrounds come to us 
for instruction in Gaelic, 
Gaelic song, fiddle, 
button-box and accordi-
on, photography and a 
range of other specialist 
subjects offered by a 
talented team of instruc-
tors. These 5-day courses 
are a great way to meet 
new people, learn the 
Gaelic language and 
enjoy a good music session or two in a 
Gaelic campus at the heart of a warm and 
friendly community.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig offers short courses 
for two weeks during Easter and several 
weeks throughout the summer months. 

The college also runs weekend courses 
and workshops, both at SMO and in dif-
ferent communities across Scotland.

Some of the highlights in 2016 include 
regulars such as Gaelic Song with the 
renowned Gaelic singer Christine 
Primrose, Digital Photography with 

Cailean Maclean, Fiddle Weeks with 
Gabe McVarish, Charlie McKerron and 
Alasdair Fraser, and Step-Dancing with 
Sophie Stephenson. This year introduces 
new opportunities for advanced learners 
to continue their progress, and unique 

chances for students of all levels to 
discover Gaelic on Skye, such as Roddy 
Maclean’s new course exploring Gaelic in 
the Scottish landscape.

Evening activities are an essential part 
of the short course experience, and can 
include cèilidhs and concerts, music 

sessions and conver-
sation circles, and 
workshops in singing 
and dancing. This 
encouraging atmos-
phere brings student 
together to engage 
with each other and 
with local Gaelic 
speakers who may 
impart some of their 
stories and knowl-
edge of the area. 

The courses led 
by SMO attracts 
students from all 
over the world in-
cluding Canada, the 
USA, Switzerland, 
Italy, Germany, 
Estonia and Japan. 
The global interest 
in Gaelic is striking 
and continues each 
year, even coming 
from countries that 
might surprise you. 
The Gaelic culture 
is rich in traditions, 

song and music that easily attract others 
to the language. 

Some of our courses are shown here, 
but for a full list and further information, 
please visit our website. Thigibh a chèi-
lidh oirnn!

Join us for a week on the Isle of 
Skye this summer for exceptional 
courses in a stunning location



Sport

Fort William 2
Lossiemouth      2
Highland League
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Athletics

Darren leads 
scratch league

Tenpin bowling

Football

Football

Boxing

Massive improvement as Fort 
take a point off Lossiemouth

SKYE football team Portree Juniors donated 
£2,000 to local man Alistair ‘Ally K’ Macpheson’s 
latest fundraising effort. 

Ally is running to raise funds and awareness of 
Maggie’s Highlands - a centre that provides free 
support services to those diagnosed with cancer 
and their families and friends.

Portree Juniors manager Philip McCahety pre-
sented the cheque. The funds were raised at a new 
football tournament organised by Portree Juniors 
in memory of Phil’s wife June.

In total £4,000 was raised with £2,000 going to 

Football team donate to charity run

Skye Cancer Care and £2,000 to Ally K Runs Skye 
for Maggie’s.

Speaking of the donation Phil said: ‘We decided 
to support Maggie’s as June actually used the 
service when she was first diagnosed with cancer. 
I can’t speak highly enough of what they do at 
Maggie’s Centre.

‘We support Ally all the way and wish him all the 
best from everyone involved with the tournament’. 

LOCHABER Athletics 
Club’s New Cow Hill Race on 
Sunday February 28 attracted 44 
runners.

The club’s Steven Traill crossed 
the finishing line first in 42:23. 
Keri Wallace (unattached) was 
the first woman to finish in 
52:37.

Top 10 finishers (LAC unless 
otherwise stated): 1 Steven Traill 
42:23; 2 Alan Smith (Deeside) 
45:18; 3 Alistair Craig (unat-
tached junior) 45:51; 4 Steven 
Monk 46:07; 5 Ian Mackellaig 
46:17; 6 Geoff Simpson (High-
land Bog Trotters) 46:22; 7 Neil 
Waslidge 46:48; 8 Ali Kennedy 
47.33; 9 Barrie MacKinnon 
47:47; 10 Andy Craig 48.01.

The final winter league race is 
the Glen 10k this Sunday March 
13. It’s a medium 6.1 miles. 
Registration at Claggan Park 
from 10am, race starts at 11am. 

Lossiemouth’s captain Kevin Flett fends off  Fort’s Scott Davidson who scored the fi rst goal. 
Photo:  John Paul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

DARREN Duncan leads the 
scratch league after week three 
of the tenpin bowling singles 
leagues at Fort William’s Nevis 
Centre.

Gary Cowan follows with 53 
points and Brian Johnstone with 
48 points. Darren also leads the 
handicap league with 52 points, 
followed by Gary Cowan on 50 
points and Erik Tot on 46.

Gary Cowan leads the chase 
for the Nevis Radio High Pin 
Trophy with 1445 pins, Darren 
Duncan is second with 1408 and 
Brian Johnstone in third with 
1361.

 There were a lot of good 
individual games this week, the 
best coming from Gary Cowan 
with a 202. Other good games 
came from Darren Duncan 
with 185 and 174, Tim Attack 
with 182, Brian Stewart with 
176, John Weller with 171 and 
Tommy McKnight with 170.

The top three game scratch 
series this week was by 
Brian Stewart with 503. Tommy 
McKnight rolled the top three 
game handicap series with 649.

A 2-0 lead for Fort William at 
half-time showed promise but 
Lossiemouth rose to the chal-
lenge to equalise in the second 
half.

Saturday’s match at Claggan 
Park was certainly an improve-
ment on Fort’s previous two 
games, which left them lagging 
behind.

The first goal came from David-
son in the 18th minute, followed 
by Ellis after 31 minutes of play.

Barna Tot was handed a late red 
card after he received two yellow 
cards late on.

A spokesperson for Fort 
William said: ‘So near today. 
We were 2-0 up at half-time and 
playing some excellent stuff but 
we were eventually hauled back.

‘Being positive, this perfor-
mance was a massive improve-
ment on last week.’ 

Fort are currently second from 
the bottom of the league table. 

There’s been a signing boost 
for the club with vice captain 
Iain MacLellan, Glenn Fell, 
Liam Taylor, Scott Chisholm and 

Andreas Broomfield the latest 
players to put pen to paper on 
contract extensions. The players 
are now contracted until the end 
of the 2017/18 season. 

Fort’s match against Brora 
Rangers on Wednesday last week 
had to be called off because of a 
waterlogged pitch. 

Fort were due to play Rothes 
FC in the league last night 
(Wednesday). This Saturday they 
face Huntly at Claggan Park, 
kick-off 3pm.

Steven wins New 
Cow Hill Race

LOCHABER Phoenix boxer 
Tyler Whyte kept up his busy 
schedule as he prepares for the 
Scottish Open Boxing Champi-
onships.

The 11-year-old travelled to 
Keith last Friday to take part in 
a show hosted by Elgin Boxing 
Club. 

This was Whyte’s third bout 
in four weeks which could make 
him the busiest boxer in Scotland 
over the last month.

His opponent was Kyle Bur-
nett from Aberdeen’s Kincorth 
Club. Burnett was the weight 
division above Whyte, the age 
group above and more experi-
enced. 

Such is Whyte’s improvement 
however, it was deemed this 

would be the perfect test before 
the Scottish championships begin 
next week. Both boxers showed 
each other plenty of respect in 
the beginning but as the round 
progressed both launched single 
attacks. The Fort William camp 
believed Whyte landed the better, 
cleaner shots and were confident 
that he had captured the round.

Burnett started the second 
very positively whilst Whyte was 
passive in his approach.

Only towards the end of 
the round did the Lochaber 
youngster stir himself out of his 
slumber and although he again 
landed clean punches, he had 
definitely lost the round due to 
his slow start.

Knowing the contest presum-

ably rested on the last round, 
Whyte produced the greatest 
round of his short boxing career. 

He forced Burnett onto the 
back foot with two and three 
attacks simultaneously cleverly 
switching from body to head to 
leave Burnett unsure of where 
the next attack was coming from. 

With this round in the bag the 
Fort William team was confident 
of victory but, agonisingly the de-
cision was a split one for Burnett.

The close opening round must 
have been edged by Burnett on 
two of the three judges cards but 
nevertheless this turned out to 
be an invaluable learning bout 
for Tyler and he will only benefit 
from the experience.

Tyler loses out on a split decision

‘So near today. We were 2-0 up 
at half-time and playing some 
excellent stuff  but we were 
eventually hauled back’

Inverlochy Primary School won the P5-and-under RBS National 
First Shinty Festival held at Lochaber High School recently.

See page 25 for more details.

THE WINNERS of the Ali 
Young Indoor Football League 
for six-a-side teams were present-
ed with their trophy during the 
final night.

The league has been taking 
pace in the Nevis Centre, Fort 

William, every Sunday evening 
since October, sponsored by 
Alistair Young’s company.

Mr Young’s grandson Aiden 
presented Stephen Lopez, 
captain of Team Fiorentina, 
with the winners’ trophy. aTeam 

members, back left to right, Iain 
MacLellan and Lewis Campbell, 
front, Ewan Campbell and Mar-
tin Munro, and league organiser 
Bobby MacMillan, right.

Indoor football

Team Fiorentina win indoor league

Inverlochy Primary wins RBS 
National First Shinty Festival

Ewen Bowman, Kilmallie
KILMALLIE Shinty Club president Ewen Bowman passed away 
recently after a short illness.

Ewen was the long-standing sponsor of Kilmallie Shinty Club 
and the Camanachd Referees Association.

Kilmallie chairman Alastair MacIntyre said: ‘Everyone at 
Kilmallie Camanachd is deeply shocked at Ewen’s sudden death. 
Ewen and the Bowman family’s support and generosity to the 
Kilmallie club for more than 25 years is beyond measure.

‘If we needed anything he was always only as far away as a 
telephone call. We are grateful and proud that Ewen agreed to 
become our president.

 ‘The deepest sympathy of the shinty world is extended to Ann 
and the family.’

His funeral took place on Saturday in Ben Nevis Hotel, Fort 
William, thereafter to Glen Nevis Cemetery.

A minute’s silence was observed at all matches last weekend.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 10, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.24 0.2 06.32 4.3 12.50 0.3 18.39 4.1
Fri 01.07 0.1 07.09 4.1 13.30 0.3 19.17 4.0
Sat 01.50 0.2 07.48 4.1 14.12 0.4 19.56 3.8
Sun 02.36 0.4 08.29 3.8 14.57 0.6 20.38 3.6
Mon 03.25 0.7 09.15 3.5 15.47 0.9 21.25 3.3
Tues 04.21 1.0 10.10 3.1 16.44 1.2 22.23 3.0
Wed 05.27 1.3 11.45 2.8 17.50 1.4 23.56 2.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14
8

7

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 8ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Ballachulish Junior Shinty Club is ready for the season ahead after 
being kitted out with a new strip. George Bryson of GB Ground-

works sponsored the team’s new kit. f11sponsorship11


