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ACCESS disputes are holding 
up the development of two major 
sites in the north of the Oban; 
with one developer taking his 
case to court.

Alan MacLeod hopes to build 
a 63-bedroom hotel on the site of 
the former Argyll Hotel on Cor-
ran Esplanade, but says his plans 
have been held up by adjacent 
landowners demanding ‘over the 
top’ prices for access rights.

Meanwhile, the company 
behind The Oban Inn says it is 
waiting on paperwork giving 
it rights over a new access at 
the rear of the premises from 
Mr MacLeod, after he built the 
disabled ramp for the pub last 
year.

Mr MacLeod, who owns the 
Ee-usk restaurant on Oban’s 
North Pier, has now taken his 
case to a land tribunal as he aims 

THE VOTES have been counted 
and the search for the West 
Highlands’ bonniest baby 2014 
is over.

The winner of The Oban Times
Bonnie Baby Competition, with 
98 votes, was four-month-old, 
brown-eyed girl Katie Isla Tuite, 
of Bowmore, on Islay.

Proud parents Claire 
McGregor and Scott Tuite have 
been awarded £500 worth of 
Co-operative vouchers from 
the competition sponsors and 
said they were ‘so proud’ when 
their daughter was named the 
winner. 

Claire said: ‘She was always 

AFTER being given free reign to spend the 
contents of his dad’s change jar on anything he 
wanted, Oban lad Jamie Morris only had one 
thing in mind - a new playpark for the town.

School, shunned the offer of toys or sweets 
when his dad handed him the change jars, 
which contained nearly £65 of coppers collected 
throughout the year, saying the Oban Com-
munity Playpark fund was the only choice for 
his cash.

Jamie and his wee brother Dylan, three, say 
they’re encouraging their friends to help with 
the fundraising effort too - asking them to raid 
their parents’ pockets for spare change to help 
the playpark fund reach its £400,000 overall 
target.

Admitting he misses the old playpark, which 
was removed from the grounds outside Atlantis 
Leisure after it was condemned, Jamie said: ‘I 

miss the Oban playpark. It was my favourite.’ 
But he added: ‘I like the park at Dunollie. My 
dad spun me on the big wheel and I fell off and 
became a giant mud monster!’

Dad Brian said: ‘He came up with this idea 
by himself.  I’m really, really proud of him. We 
asked the family to help and there’s about £100 
there.’

Oban Community Playpark need to raise at 
least £140,000 themselves to enable funders to 
back the £400,000 project, which would create 
a playpark suitable for children of all abilities, 
including those with disabilities.

The Friends last week applied for £60,000 of 
funding to help along the project, with £21,000 
already in the bank. 

Meanwhile, there will be a playpark fundrais-
ing ceilidh at Lynn Court Residents’ Lounge on 
Friday from 7pm-9pm, with music provided by 
talented local primary and high school pupils.

Police officer 
accused of 
assaulting
suspect
is facing possible criminal 
charges after being accused 
of assaulting a suspect during 
incidents in Taynuilt and Oban 
last year.

been reported to the procurator 

took place in October last year.
While not suspended, The 

Oban Times has learned the 
man is not currently on active 
duty.

Report
A spokesman for the Crown 

Service (COPFS) said: ‘COPFS 
has received a report relating 
to incidents involving a 
42-year-old man that allegedly 
occurred in Taynuilt and Oban 
on October 27, 2013.

‘The matter is currently 
under consideration by the 
national Criminal Allegations 
Against Police Division of 
COPFS, which independently 
investigates all criminal 
allegations made against police 

course of their duty.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

to start work on building the 
hotel this year, while the Spirit 
Pub Company says it is keen to 
secure written agreement from 
Mr MacLeod over the use of the 
access ramp.

Speaking to The Oban Times,
about his move to take legal 
action, Mr MacLeod said: ‘It is 
very frustrating. The paperwork 
is with the land tribunal now 
though. How long it takes 
depends on whether anyone 
defends it. This is the only issue 
holding things up.’

Among those to be cited in 
the case is the owner of the 
Oban Inn, now a Dutch holding 
company, Promontoria 59BV. 

However, the convoluted pas-
sage of ownership of the pub has 
complicated matters.

Punch Taverns had bought the 
Oban Inn for £2.3million prior to 
the 2007 recession, but via PW 
Scotland Ltd sold it to the Dutch 

A leaseback agreement saw the 
pub fall back to the control of the 
Spirit Pub Company - formerly a 

Paul Shiells of Colliers In-
ternational, on behalf of Spirit 
Pub Company, said: ‘As tenants 
of the Oban Inn, Spirit Pub 
Company have the authority of 
the freeholder [Mull business-
man Calum MacLachlainn] 
to negotiate a variation to the 
access/egress arrangements 
through the adjacent proposed 
hotel site. Negotiations with the 
hotel site owners were progress-

Katie Isla Tuite, winner of our Bonnie Babies 2014 competition, with proud mother Claire McGregor 
and Bowmore Co-op retail manager Charles Holyoake. 

Dylan, left, and Jamie, right, add more coppers 
to their bid to raise money for the Friends’ of 

Oban Community Playpark, helped by dad Brian. 
15_t11playpark1

ing satisfactorily last summer 
until the hotel site owner changed 
approach and chose to try to 
deal with the freeholder directly 
- when all communication with 
us came to an abrupt halt. 

‘Spirit is willing to re-open 
these negotiations should the 
hotel site owner re-establish 
contact.’

Mr MacLeod said he had 
provided access.

his interest in taking over the 
Oban Inn last year, with an 
agreement in principle reached 
last year - although at the time 
access arrangements were cited 
as the reason for a delay in open-
ing.

The Oban Inn last closed its 
doors in 2008, while the former 
Argyll Hotel was demolished in 
2012.

Scottish Water 
to reveal revised   
Port Appin septic 
tank plans
HAVING been sent home to 
think again about its proposed 
septic tank plan, Scottish 
Water will return to Port Appin 

proposals.
The water authority met with 

villagers in January to reveal 
its proposed environmental 
improvement plan, which 
included the relocation of 
Scottish Water’s septic tank and 
an increase in capacity to enable 
residents who currently have 
private provision to potentially 
connect into the network.

Better
Port Appin resident Dr Iain 

McNicol said: ‘The plans 
we saw in January were an 
improvement on what we had 
been offered before but we told 
Scottish Water it must do better. 
We won’t know what the new 
plan is until we see it on March 
19.’

The information event will be 
held in Port Appin Village Hall 
between 4pm and 7pm.

bonnie to us and really cute with 
her big brown eyes. 

‘We have a big family and 
everyone was supporting her, 
in particular Katie’s grandma, 
[Marion McGregor] and 
grandpa [John Tuite] who were 
rooting for her and buying all the 
newspapers she was in.

Overwhelmed
‘Scott and I were overwhelmed 

by the support she received from 
the local community.’

Katie was born on October 
26, 2013 in Paisley’s Royal 

a healthy nine pounds, eight 
ounces.

The 2014 Bonnie Babies grand 

427 votes and 3,099 votes were 
cast throughout the duration of 
the competition.

Our competition runners-up 
were 17-month-old Arran 
MacGregor of Nursery Lane, 
Oban, who came second and won 
£150 Co-operative vouchers and 
in third place was nine-month-
old, Heidi Poulton of Riverside 
Court, Tobermory, who won 
£100 Co-operative vouchers. 

Thank you to everyone who 
voted and a big congratulations 
to all of our bonnie baby winners 
and contestants.

Katie tops Bonnie Baby poll

Access rows stall 
Oban hotel and 
pub development 

Lorn and Islands Hospital 
have launched an impassioned 
defence of the staff there, saying 
they take ‘great pride’ in the care 
offered.

However, in the wake of recent 
complaints about the care of 
vulnerable people at the hospital, 
as revealed by The Oban Times,
local Community Health 
Partnership (CHP) chairman, 
Robin Creelman, admits lessons 
should be learned when there are 
mistakes.

NHS Highland’s locality 
manager, Veronica Kennedy, 
has also said any complaints will 
be addressed - saying she hoped 
the hospital was ‘transparent’ 
when striving for the best care 
possible. 

The comments were made 
at Monday’s meeting of the 
Lorn and Isles Locality Public 
Partnership Forum, following 
a call for a public enquiry over 
recent concerns about palliative 
care at the hospital.

Defending the hospital’s record, 
Mrs Kennedy said: ‘We have a 
very low number of complaints at 
the hospital over a long period of 
time and we do monitor trends. 

‘There are no trends of 
complaints that give us cause 
for concern, but if we do have a 
complaint we will investigate it 
fully. 

‘In terms of quality of care in 
the hospital, the staff are very 
proud of the care they give and 
they are very much part of the 
community. [In The Oban Times]

and we have done everything 
in these cases, if there are 
shortcomings, to address them.’

Robin Creelman, chairman of 
the CHP, encouraged patients to 
use the Patient Opinion website 
to review the hospital, adding that 
all posted so far were positive.

He added: ‘The message is we 
learn from any failings we have 
had. It is important to admit to 
shortcomings if there are any 
and that’s why it is important we 
get feedback.’

Consultant radiologist Peter 
Thorpe said: ‘I have had the 
pleasure of working at a lot of 
institutions across Scotland and 
England and I can genuinely say 
the staff here do have a genuine 
pride in the care that they deliver 

hospitals I have worked in.’
CHP member Duncan Martin 

said: ‘I think the events of the 
last few weeks have been a real 
profound shock to some of the 
staff, particularly to some of 
those involved.’

Dawn Braidwood’s mother 
Mabel was last year left 
‘screaming in agony’ when 
medics botched pain medication, 
while Scott McGregor said his 

for his life’ at the hospital 
because of poor care.

Oban hospital chiefs defend 
staff in wake of complaints

Stay 
FOCUSED
We are...
FOCUSED on Service
FOCUSED on Quality Fuels
FOCUSED on Reliability
FOCUSED on Fairness
FOCUSED on Price
FOCUSED on YOU

Established and Trading within Argyll since 1903 – 110 years serving the community

No sales gimmicks 
or promotions  

just fair pricing 
every week 

year in year out

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Competitively Priced Fuel throughout Argyll, 
serving YOU, when you need us

TREAT YOUR MUM ON MOTHERING SUNDAY
Sunday, March 30

Find some great gift 
ideas for your mum 
in our feature.
Pages 12-13



2 NEWS Thursday 13 March, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Boarding School Information Days
Caledonian Hotel, Oban, Fri 28th March, 12-7pm

Cairnbaan Hotel, Lochgilphead, Sat 29th March, 10-4pm 
Boarding at Lomond School offers an academic education that will stretch and 

extend your child to their full potential with a strong extra curricular programme 
of sport, music, drama and outdoor activity.

Come along and meet the team to discuss your child’s future.

T 01436 672 476 10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh
www.lomondschool.com

Lomond School is a co-educational HMC Independent School.

THE HEBRIDES has received 
the lion’s share of a total £2m 
funding package allocated to the 
Highlands and Islands from the 
Coastal Communities Fund.

Mull and Islay are the main 

the second round of grants from 
the fund, administered by The 
Big Lottery. 

In total, the Coastal 
Communities Fund paid out 
£27.7m across the UK in the 
latest round of grants, announced 
last Friday.

Mull and Iona Community 
Trust was granted £451,282 to 
provide a pontoon and shore 
facilities at Ulva Ferry, ensuring 
more jobs for the remote part of 
the island. Initial plans will see 
the installation of a pontoon with 
room for six yacht berths, plus 
three visitor moorings.

And Mull-based conservation 
charity Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust (HWDT) 
is celebrating being awarded 
£123,186 for its ambitious Sea 
Change project, which aims to 
develop the region’s appeal as 
a major destination for wildlife 
tourism.

It is planned that the Sea 
Change project will be carried 
out on Mull, Coll and Tiree, Islay 
and Jura, Colonsay, Barra, Small 
Isles, Mallaig and Arisaig, and 

AN ISLE of Lewis community 
will hear tonight (Thursday) why 
its bid to buy the land it lives on 
has stalled and could again be 
heading for the courts.

South Lochs residents were set 
to celebrate, at Pairc School in 
Gravir, an expected ‘yes’ vote by 
postal ballot to their takeover of 
Pairc Estate from owner Barry 
Lomas. 

Instead, the 7.30pm meeting 
will hear representatives of the 
Pairc Trust, the community 
group piloting the £500,000 
purchase, explain why the offer 

WORK on a visionary new 

new planned village on Skye in 
almost 100 years is underway.

the Kilbeg Village Development 
in Sleat, being led by Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig (SMO), will provide 
the Gaelic college with a new 
administration, research, and 
enterprise building. 

The new centre, scheduled for 
completion by summer 2015, 
will house college staff currently 
occupying the Ostaig steading 
campus nearby along with other 
key personnel.

Infrastructure and services 

four acres of the development 
site next to the campus, where 
Sir Iain Noble founded the col-
lege in 1973.

The steading will be conserved 
as a conferencing and events 
centre for SMO under a 15-year 
masterplan to create up to 75 
new homes, retail and enterprise 

A MAN who harassed a disabled 
member of Argyll and Bute Council 
has been ordered not to go within 50 
metres of her.

Murray McKenzie Stormonth is 
now the subject of a two-year-long 
non-harassment order banning him 
from going anywhere near Mary-
Jean Devon; he must, by law, refrain 
from contacting her by any elec-
tronic means; from speaking to her, 
from staring at her and from going 
within 50 metres of the Mull-based 
councillor, who is disabled and has 
to use a wheelchair.

A copy of the full order has also 
been sent to the police and Council-
lor Devon.

Stormonth, aged 51, who gave an 

address of Flat 15, Old Bond Store, 
Tobermory, but who moved off the 
island during court proceedings to 
Carnwath, had previously pled guilty 
to behaving in a disorderly manner 
and swearing at his victim, behaving 
in a threatening and abusive manner 
likely to cause her fear and alarm.

Distressed
Oban Sheriff Court heard last 

week that the councillor  had been 
distressed and embarrassed on a 
number of occasions by Stormonth.

Mull Provincial Mod on September 
15 at the Aros Hall in Tobermory 
when the choirs taking part gathered 
to sing together to close the event.

‘The choirs assembled in a 

horseshoe shape and the complainer 
(Councillor Devon) in a wheelchair 
was near the centre,’ said Eoin 

‘The accused walked across the 
hall and stood in front of the choirs 
and attempted to sing with them. 
He was clearly drunk and singing 
a different song from the rest of the 
choirs.

in front of everyone, he began to 
shout at her face, [used two offensive 
swear words] and mumbled a lot, 
then strode out of the hall.

‘The complainer described the 
extreme embarrassment she suffered 
because of this.’

Sentence was deferred until last 

week for the sheriff to have reports 
prepared on Stormonth.

‘This matter has been a festering 
sore for a period of years; Stormonth 
believes he was the subject of 
unfounded allegations by the com-
plainer which impacted on his life,’ 
said his defence agent. ‘He also has 
mental health issues.

‘He deeply regrets the affect his 
conduct had on the complainant and 
knows he must seriously readdress 
his attitude to his social activities.’

Alongside the two-year non-harass-
ment order, Stormonth is the subject 
of a community payback order for 
a year, in which he must carry out 
200 hours of unpaid work and attend 
psychiatric counselling. 

Man ordered to 
seek help with 
problems
A MAN who twice committed 
acts of public indecency at 
Bridge of Orchy railway station, 
in full view of railway workers 
and members of the public, has 
been ordered to seek help for his 
problems.

Steven McColl, aged 53, who 
lives in a static caravan in the 
station car park, runs a guest 
house at the station. 

He previously admitted acts of 
public indecency at the station 
on both July 11 and August 
28 last year, when he exposed 
himself and committed a sexual 
act.

Sheriff Douglas Small called 
for reports on McColl and these 
were put before him at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday last 
week.

After studying these, and 
a number of testimonials in 
support of McColl, the sheriff 
placed him under a community 
payback order, the conditions 
of which include his seeking 
help for his mental health and 
drink-related problems.

‘At the time of the offences, he 

said his defence agent; these 
included post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

The community payback order 
will run for 15 months and 
during that time McColl will be 
on the sex offenders’ register.

Police rural theft 
warning
POLICE are urging Lochaber, 
Skye and Lochalsh residents to 
guard against rural crime after 
sneak thieves targeted two local 
premises.

High value power tools were 
stolen from a secure shed in 
the Shielfoot area of Acharacle 
overnight between March 4 and 
March 5. 

And diesel worth ‘thousands 
of pounds’ was taken from a 
water mains site in Torrin on 
Skye between February 27 and 
March 4.

Chief Inspector Derek 
Paterson, local area com-
mander, said: ‘Whilst the police 
continue to focus their efforts 
in detecting and deterring those 
who engage in criminal activity, 
we also seek the support of 
the public in working with 
us to tackle the problem. The 
Lochaber, Skye  and Lochalsh 

low levels of crime which on 
occasions breeds a certain 
level of complacency when it 
comes to securing property 
and valuables. Basic measures 
such as locking your home and 
outbuildings, securing vehicles, 
not leaving unattended property 
lying around and recording 
serial numbers of tools and 
equipment will greatly help our 
endeavours.’

Anyone with information 
can contact Police Scotland 
on 101 or the Crimestoppers 
anonymous line on 0800555111.

Pupils urged to  
get writing
HIGHLAND Council 
has organised a Gaelic 
creative writing competition 
for primary and secondary 
pupils to celebrate the Year of 
Homecoming.

All entries - poetry, drama, 
short stories or creative non-

theme of homecoming.
A poster is being supplied 

to all schools with prompts 
or ideas to help young people 
create original work for the 
contest. Pupils will also get 
advice from writer and teacher 
Donald S Murray, who has 
begun a two-week tour of Skye 
and Lochalsh, Inverness and 
Lochaber schools.

Councillor Hamish Fraser, 
chairman of the council’s Gaelic 
implementation group, said: 
‘We would urge all schools and 
pupils to become involved in 
this venture.’

LEWIS and Haris is to host workshops for 
participants to learn about Harris Tweed. 

This will allow businesses and individuals to 

case studies from Scottish businesses that use 
Harris Tweed.

Workshops will be held in Stornoway 
Town Hall on March 25 and in Leverburgh 
Community Centre on Thursday March 27. 

Lorna Macaulay, chief executive of the Harris 
Tweed Authority, said: ‘The Harris Tweed 

heritage and craftsmanship. 
It is vital however it is used accurately and 

with care by those who work with the cloth 
both locally and globally. These workshops are 
designed to support local small businesses to 
properly use the story and magic of the Harris 
Tweed brand to help their sales and business 
growth.’ 

To attend either of the workshops contact Jen 
Ellis on 01851 822715 or email jennifer.ellis@
cne-siar.gov.uk.

Fresh calls for   
new trains to link 
with Mull ferry
FRESH calls have been made 
from Mull to ensure any 
new rail franchise prioritises 
connection times with the ferry 
to the island.

Community council chairman 
Mike Shilson made the call as 
companies prepare to bid for the 
Oban-Glasgow route, currently 
run by ScotRail. Bidding is due 
to conclude in October.

He said: ‘There’s no way to 
get from Glasgow to Mull in 
the winter time and sometimes 
in the summer you have to wait 
for hours.

‘If we’re going to have more 
trains and also have a new 
operator, it’d be a great op-
portunity to make that change.’

meetings in the Western Isles next week on 
the importance of voting in the upcoming 
European elections.

Björn Kjellström, head of the European 

will talk and answer audience questions at 
the Council Chambers on Sandwick Road, 
Stornoway, on Monday at 7.30pm.

Per Johansson, Mr Kjellström’s counterpart in 
Edinburgh, will address a public meeting and 
answer questions in Sgoil Lionacleit Lecture 
Theatre, Benbecula, next Wednesday at 7pm.

Both will outline the role of the European 

Derek Mackay, democratic services manager 
for Comhairle na Eilean Siar, will explain 
more on the voting and electoral process. Free 
election resources will be available. 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

A grant of more than £345,000 will be used to increase the number of pontoons for visitors to Port Ellen, Islay. Photograph by Niall Colthart. 

Man ordered to stay away from councillor

in two locations on Skye. Each 
of these communities has seen 
an increase in wildlife tourism 
in recent years. 

HWDT will recruit a new full-

time sightings and strandings 

organise school visits and 
support 15 community-based 
hubs on the islands, which will 

then run the project from their 
own community. The new 
employee will also liaise with 
boat operators, local people and 
tourists on reporting marine 

animal sightings and strandings.
On Islay, Port Ellen Harbour 

Association has received a grant 
of £345,173 to install a new 
pontoon arrangement in Port 

Ellen Bay, increasing capacity 
of the existing facility by 40 per 
cent. 

Twenty-two new berths will 
be purchased, which will allow 
boats up to 15 metres to use the 
facilities.

Research based on statistics 
from Tourism Intelligence 
Scotland and local account 

visitor pontoon contributes as 
much as £166,000 to the local 
economy every year.

The funding will also allow 
for dredging associated with 
the expansion and two part-time 
harbour master positions. 

Leverburgh Moorings 
Association, Harris, has 
been given £87,600 to create 
a slipway and dry berthing 
pad to aid maintenance of the 

Trust is planning to establish a 
Community Enterprise Centre 
close to Horgabost, thanks to a 
£150,000 grant.  

With a grant of £170,000, 
Arran Access Trust (AAT) 
aims to enhance the existing 
coastal walking trail, the Arran 
Coastal Way. Sections close to 
Lamlash, Brodick, Lochranza 
and Kildonan will be upgraded 
and new sections will be created 
on the 65-mile circular trail 
around Arran.

had to be withdrawn during the 
voting process.

The trust will cite a last-minute 
‘deviation’ from an agreement 
with Mr Lomas for the amicable 
transfer of the estate, which left 
them with no alternative but to 
cancel the ballot.

Details of the deal were to 
have been available for voters’ 

and the Kershader Centre by last 
Friday - but the documentation 
never arrived as news of the 
latest impasse broke.

Residents had overwhelmingly 

backed the amicable takeover 
move at a public meeting in 
November.

Funding is in place to cover the 
purchase price, legal costs, two 
full-time posts and associated 

following purchase.
Hostile

But now the trust could be 
forced to pursue a hostile buyout 
through the Scotttish Land Court 
if no solution can be found.

Pairc Trust chairman 
Angus McDowall said: ‘New 
information came to light in the 

middle of last week which was 
different to what we had agreed 
with the community back in 
November. We did not feel we 
could carry on with the ballot 
because of that.

‘I think to a man everybody 
I have spoken to is utterly 
disappointed that this action had 
to be taken, but not one person 
has said we have not done the 
right thing.

‘We did not introduce this 
item. We sincerely hope that 
the amicable estate transfer is 
not dead in the water and that 

there is still hope for it. The 
purchase was agreed until these 
new conditions came in. I can’t 
discuss detail at the moment.

‘We see it as quite a deviation 
from the proposed offer that 
we were going to make to the 
estate with the agreement of 
the community, but we had to 
withdraw it. That was not a 
decision taken lightly.’

Last resort
He added: ‘The last resort is to 

go down the Land Reform Act 
part three route for a possible 
hostile buyout.

‘The government has accepted 
our application for that but it is 
sitting in limbo at the moment 
and hopefully will stay that way. 
It has not been re-activated in 
any way yet.’

The Pairc ownership row 
has already led to two separate 
court disputes, with proceedings 
at Stornoway Sheriff Court 
suspended only after both 
parties opted to seek a mutual 
agreement.

A spokesman for Mr Lomas 
said they were unaware of any 
problem.

units, a small hotel, and sports 
and recreation facilities for 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig and the wider 
community.

SMO principal, Professor 
Boyd Robertson, said the 
Kilbeg initiative, a partnership 
between the college, the Clan 
Donald Lands Trust and Sleat 
Community Trust, would be ‘of 

the community.
He said: ‘The Kilbeg project 

will allow the college to expand 
its facilities and services and 
will give fresh impetus to the 
economic and social develop-
ment progamme pioneered by 
college founder, Sir Iain Noble, 
in the early ’70s.’

Speaking on behalf of the 
Scottish Government, which has 
strongly backed the initiative, 
First Minister Alex Salmond 
said: ‘Sabhal Mòr Ostaig makes 
an important contribution to the 
area beyond its obvious tuition 
and promotion of Gaelic.  

Historic moment: the Kilbeg Village Development got underway last week.

‘Kilbeg will future-proof the 
university and, along with the 

new village to be built on the 
island in more than 100 years.’

Donnie Munro, the college’s 
director of development, fund-
raising and the arts, added: ‘This 
is an exciting moment for Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig and the wider com-
munity and is the culmination of 
a very intense period of planning 
and negotiation and is evidence 
of Sabhal Mòr’s continuing 
determination to build on the 
outstanding successes of the last 
40 years.’

Stuart Macpherson of High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
looked forward to ‘economic, 
social and community impacts 
being realised for Skye and the 
wider area’.

The new village will be built 
on land purchased by Sabhal 
Mòr with the support of the 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Development 
Trust.

Mull and Islay pontoons hit 
jackpot with coast fund cash 

Spreading the magic 
of Harris Tweed

the importance of 
European elections

Isle of Lewis residents gather to discuss next steps 
after last minute hitch sees land buyout bid stall

History in the making
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Lorn Lines
FIGURES showing how the Fiends of Oban Hospice collected 
£25,000 in donations in just one year will be presented to the 
group’s annual meeting  next week.

Friends of Oban Hospice is the fundraising arm of Oban 
Hospice Ltd, which helps fund community palliative care and a 
day hospice at Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Its main annual fundraiser, Light Up a Life, contributed 

The fundraising group, which is seeking new members, will 
hold its annual meeting in Glencruitten Church Centre next 
Thursday at 7.30pm.

OBAN Bach Choir and Orchestra is preparing to mark its 40th 
season in St. John’s Cathedral on March 22.

Conducted by Norman Nicholson, the choir and orchestra will 

been heard in Oban for 17 years and has always been greatly 
admired and well loved by audiences. 

Solo performers from the Scottish Opera will join the society 
on the night, including Cliona Cassidy, Fraser Simpson and 
Oban’s own Simon Hannigan.

An Argyll head gardener has been recognised for his dedica-
tion and commitment to horticulture by accepting a top 

award. Maurice Wilkins, centre, head gardener of Arduaine 
Garden, has been awarded The Scottish Horticultural Medal 

by The Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society. The award 
shows appreciation for outstanding services to Scottish 

horticulture. 

THE INIMITABLE Fred Morrison will once again return to 
Oban for a performance at the Netherlorn Piping Society next 
Wednesday.

The performance will be in the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
starting at 7.30pm. Society president Alistair Dewar said it was 
a great opportunity for people to hear a world-class musician.

WIND and water were the 
two hot topics at last week’s 
meeting of Oban Speakers 
Club.

Alex Clark introduced 
speakers Peter Mills, 
who talked about The 
Caledonian Canal, Jim 
Fraser on The Falkirk 
Wheel and Willie Melville 
on Windmills.

A variety of topics were 
given by Bill Leech to Roy 

THE LORN and Mid Argyll 
members of the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust enjoyed 
listening to Tony Mitchell-
Jones recently when he 
spoke to the group about 
dormouse conservation in 
Britain.

These secretive little 
mammals are not found 
in Scotland although they 
have a limited northerly 
distribution in the Lake 
District. Numbers are very 
gradually increasing in the 
south, but the grubbing out 
of hedgerows affects their 

A CHARITY that offers 
a befriending service in 
the Oban area, as well 
as providing a meet and 
greet service at the town’s 
hospital, is urgently seeking 
new volunteers.

The Royal Voluntary 
Service (RVS), formerly 
known as the WRVS, is 
looking for people who may 
have between two and four 
hours per months spare.

Volunteers would be 

Wood, Jim Fraser, Alex 
Clark, Guido Faccenda, 
John Maclean and Eamonn 
Arthur.

The timekeeper for the 
event was Nick Maclean and 
a general evaluation was 
given by Archie McPhail.

The next meeting 
will be held within the 
Glencruitten Church 
Centre on March 20, 
starting at 8pm.

ability to increase their 
range. 

Tony is the mammal 
society recorder for Argyll. 

The centre thanked Tony 
and Angela, who regularly 
brings her wonderful home 
baking to the talks.

The next lecture will be 
on Thursday, March 20 at 
7.30pm when Jessie Wormall 

reserve, as always at the 
Scottish Marine Institute, 
Dunstaffnage. Everyone 
welcome. 

given training from a local 
service manager and mileage 
expenses are covered.  

RVS service manager 
Audrey Hunter said: 
‘Volunteering can be 
rewarding and these services 
are based in Oban hospital 
and the surrounding 
community.’

To volunteer, phone Audrey 
on 07557 911 567 or log on to  
www.royalvoluntaryservice.
org.uk.

A PRIZED collection of Scottish football memo-
rabilia dating back over half a century is being put 
up for sale by the widow of one of Rangers most 
loyal fans.

Ishbel Banks was under no illusions about the 
importance of football to her husband Robin, who 
died last month at the age of 81.

But Robin was also a lifetime fan of Gaelic 
and Ishbel is hoping his football souvenirs will 
generate an unusual legacy for Gaeldom’s premier 
festival, the Royal National Mod, when it comes to 
Oban next year.

second love was Gaelic and the third love was the 

third love will be delighted.’
She added: ‘Robin was Scottish football daft, 

with an emphasis on Rangers. He would go to any 
football match he could. 

‘If we happened to be in a strange town and there 
was a football match on, he would give me some 
money to go shopping and he would go to see the 
match. He was just crazy about football.’

Robin, a retired solicitor and ex-depute leader 

of Argyll and Bute Council, had stashed away, in 
-

tish football programmes, magazines and other 
memorabilia from his travels, from the 1950s to 
the present day.

and came across the hoard of football memorabilia, 
that Ishbel thought about selling it in aid of a cause 
close to his heart.

The collection includes programmes from lots 
of different club matches, as well as national 
programmes, including the 1966 Scotland v Brazil 
match, and Rangers Football handbooks, from 
1950 - 1988.

The couple are well known in Oban for 
their charity work. Robin was the secretary of the 
local Children 1st branch and Ishbel held coffee 
mornings for 50 years for the cause, raising more 
than £20,000 from the annual fundraiser.

Robin was the president of the local Gaelic soci-
ety in Oban for more than 25 years and Ishbel is 
a staunch fundraiser for the Royal National Mod.

Anyone interested in arranging a viewing, to bid 
for the collection, should phone 01631 564393.

A DRUG dealer is now serving 
18 months in jail, after being 
caught with heroin with a 
potential street value of more 
than £9,000.

DNA samples linked Robert 
David Lopez to 19 bags of 
diamorphine (heroin), a class A 
drug, found inside a rolled up 
carpet in the cellar at his home, 
7a Longsdale Crescent, Oban, 
on January 13.

Police acted on a tip-off and 
searched the property after 
Lopez had taken the drugs to sell 
to help pay off a huge drug debt 
he had run up. Lopez, aged 24, 
was out on licence from prison 
at the time and last Tuesday 
admitted being concerned in the 
supply of drugs.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 

AN OBAN publican says the decision 
on whether or not to continue with the 
lease for his premises was taken out of 
his hands after the owner demanded a 
£17,000 rent increase.

Allan McKie moved into the Woodside 
and Creel just over two years ago after 
being asked by brewer Belhaven to take 
on the then closed pub.

But he said he is disappointed by 
Belhaven’s approach to renewing his 
lease, after initially demanding £16,000 
more if he was to renew the lease for two 
years, with that sum reduced by £7,000 

if he were to take on a three-year com-
mitment.

Not only does he think Belhaven’s 
valuation of the pub is unrealistic, but he 
pointed to the fact he successfully applied 
for a reduction in rates last year due to 
falling trade.

Belhaven, meanwhile, said the company 
has tried hard to support the pub and is 
‘disappointed’ their relationship with Mr 
McKie is ending.

A spokeswoman for the brewery said: 
‘We have worked very hard to support Mr 
and Mrs McKie at the Woodside Hotel.

We have invested in new furnishings at 

the rent in order to support their business.
Despite these efforts, we are disappointed 
that their business venture is ending.

‘We are currently in discussions with 
potential new tenants to take over the 
running of the hotel, which we expect 
to remain open after Mr and Mrs Mckie 
leave at the end of the month.’

Mr McKie said: ‘That’s total, utter lies.  
What an absolute nonsense.

‘I’d ask them where the new furnishings 
are? We demanded they spend £3,000 

when we came in to renovate the seats 
and stools in the main bar, but the rest we 
paid for ourselves.

‘Frankly, if they kept the rent at the 
same level, I’d still be here in two years 
time.’

Not only does Mr McKie believe 
the rent is unrealistic, but he said the 
added competition from the opening of a 
Wetherspoon in the town was not factored 
in by Belhaven.

He said: ‘There’s no doubt Wetherspoon 
has had an effect on trade, but it is not the 
reason we’re leaving.’

HUNDREDS of school leavers 
and job seekers piled into the 
Corran Halls for the Opportuni-
ties for All Careers and Jobs Fair 
last week - and The Oban Times 
was there in force.

Those aiming for a career in 
media were quick to drop by 
our popular stall at the event, 
which brought together 20 local 
employers to give advice on pos-
sible career paths - with some 
interviewing for current vacan-
cies. The Oban Times’ stand was 
busy throughout the day with 
aspiring journalists, photogra-
phers, graphic designers and 

GRAHAM Moore OBE, the 
well-known secretary of Oban 
Music Society, passed away 
suddenly last week following a 
heart attack. He was 65.

Mr Moore, formerly a 
principal of Stoke on Trent Col-
lege, lived in Taynuilt with his 
wife Gill and spent much of his 
spare time helping to organise 
concerts in St John’s Cathedral 
on behalf of the music society, 
as well as playing a part in the 
Argyll and Bute Concert Tours.

Michael Hawke, chairman of 
Oban Music Society, said: ‘It’s 
a tremendous loss and Graham 
will be sorely missed by his 
friends and family.’

A GRIEF-stricken woman has told of 
her shock after her two kittens were 

eight days apart.
Beverley Forgrieve, 52, of Ard-a-

two domestic longhaired brothers, 
said: ‘I am absolutely devastated. The 
road is supposed to have a 20mph 
speed limit but people are always 
driving too fast.

‘Right before the sharp bend, there is 
a big speed limit sign on the road and 
that is where they were killed. I really 
wish something would be done about 
this. 

‘My neighbours used to take them in 

were so friendly.’
The kittens; Bootsy, who was killed 

on February 15 and Paws, February 24 
were both under a year old. 

Correction
IN OUR story last week about Peter and Catriona Weir’s plan to 
build a luxury marina complex on the Isle of Kerrera, we wrongly 
stated that the plan ‘was a response to the marina planned for Oban 
Bay’.

This should have read, ‘was not a response to the marina planned 
for Oban Bay’. The Oban Times apologises for any offence 
caused.

A ‘SIGNIFICANT’ increase 
in investment in the A83 is 
required to prevent closures due 
to landslides after last week’s slip 

Mike Story, chairman of 
the A83 Task Force last week 
recalled by transport minister 
Keith Brown, made the call after 
a massive slip last Thursday just 
before 6am saw the Old Military 
Road diversion route used for 

However, the route couldn’t 
be used during the evening over 
concerns hundreds of tonnes of 
boulders could fall at any moment 
and endanger motorists.

Mr Story has admitted 
frustration over the increasing 
frequency of slips and their 
varied location, with last month’s 
slip at Butterbridge highlighting 
greater concerns about the 
stability of the whole of Glen 
Croe. He said: ‘The increasing 

Ishbel Banks with some of her late husband Robin’s football memorabilia. Photograph by Moira Kerr. 

frequency of incidents is a worry. 
Keith Brown has recalled the task 
force for a meeting next week, 
but we spoke to him yesterday 
morning. We basically said it’s 
becoming rather frustrating and 
no matter how good we are at 
mitigation; that hill is coming 
down.

‘The Old Military Road worked, 
but the rest of the valley is 
another question. We think we’ll 

amount of investment there.
‘There probably needs to be 

a more robust solution, but 
we need to get the engineers’ 
reports back so we know exactly 
what we’re dealing with.’

However, the existing 
mitigation measures worked 
well.

Military Road] has been used 
- and it works,’ he said. ‘It was 
running at around a 20-25 

minute delay, which was pretty 
good. The reason we had to close 
it at night is we had a number of 
large boulders about 450 feet 
above the road, which we were 
worried could wash down onto 
the road. 

‘The nets did a brilliant job of 

from boulders, and they caught 
the majority of the heavy stuff.  
It didn’t keep the road open, 
but it does stop anyone getting 
killed.’

Meanwhile, Kintyre councillor 
Donald Kelly has called for a 
previous plan to build another 
road on the Forestry Commission 
track on the opposite side of Glen 
Croe to be revisited.

He said: ‘Given the latest 
chain of events, the Scottish 
Government has to look again 
at the option of upgrading the 
Forestry Road adjacent to the 
Rest.’

The Oban Times’ popular stand was manned by Eilidh Orr, Steven 
Flanagan, Lyndsey Collins and Stevie Day. 15_t11jobsfair1

website authors enquiring about 
their chosen career path.

The event was hosted by the 
Argyll and Bute Employment 
Partnership Group and Michael 
Russell MSP. Organiser Billy 
Walker was delighted with the 
response. He said: ‘There has 

it proves there is a need for a 
regular event such as this in 
Oban. We had a good number 
of employers here and people 
seemed interested in the oppor-
tunities on offer. Hopefully we’ll 
be able to do something similar 
next year.’

Graham Moore, who passed 
away suddenly when visiting 

family in Newcastle last 
Wednesday. 

Robin’s football collection to be 
sold in aid of Royal National Mod

Woman’s shock at kitten deaths

Oban drug dealer jailed

Oban publican blames ‘unrealistic rent’ for departure

McGinty told Oban Sheriff 
Court last week: ‘Police received 
intelligence that the accused 
was associating with a drug 
dealer and was dealing drugs 
on behalf of that person and the 
intelligence alleged the drugs 
were in a locked room in the 
communal close.’

Random
Eight of the bags were picked at 

random for DNA sampling and 
showed that DNA found on the 
bags where they were knotted 

There was a total of 129.9 
grammes of heroin.

‘These bags would sell at £240 
each, £4,560 in all and could 
have been subdivided into a 
potential value of £9,310,’ said 

Lopez’s defence agent told 
the court: ‘He has developed a 

3.5 to 7 grammes a day.

debt to certain individuals of a 

‘He was approached by an 
individual and offered the chance 
to pay off the debt and score, for 
want of a better word, drugs for 
himself; there had originally 
been 20 bags.’

Sheriff Small heard that £475 
had been found at Lopez’s home 
and this is to be the subject of a 

Lopez was sent down for 545 
days; part of the sentence he was 
serving while out on licence has 
been included in the calculation 
of his sentence.

A83 task force 
chief demands 
more cash

Oban Times supports fairSudden
death of 
Graham
Moore

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

FOUR tankers full of water were 
transported to Mull on Tuesday 
as a contingency as work contin-
ues on a £5.7million upgrade of 
water mains on the island.

Scottish Water said the supply 
was required as a contingency 
only, during work to have the 
main between Craignure and 
Salen replaced.

A spokeswoman for the op-
erator said: ‘The tankers, which 

water, are going to Tobermory as 
a precautionary measure.

‘This is just in case we experi-
ence any unforeseen issues with 
supply.’

Water to Mull
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AN ARGYLL school, which 
has Polish pupils making up 
nearly a third of the school roll, 
has marked World Book Day by 
opening up a section in its library 
devoted to the language.

St Columba’s Primary, Oban’s 
smallest school with 76 pupils, 
has 22 children of Polish origin 
in primary one to seven and 

term in August. 
On World Book Day last 

opened a new section in the 
library containing books in 
Polish and books about Poland, 
written in English.

The school and its parent 
council decided to re-stock the 
library after a request from a 
group of Polish pupils.

Aware that English is the 
language of the classroom, the 
pupils asked their teacher if they 
were allowed to write Polish 
words on the whiteboard for a 
quiz they had devised.

Acting head teacher Maggie 

A NEW cycle programme has 
been developed by Argyll and 
Bute Council in partnership with 
North Ayrshire Council.

Piloted in 2013, iCycle has now 
been independently evaluated 
by Community Health Research 
and Evaluation (CHRE) through 
Transport Scotland, which 
concluded that the new resource 
has developed a comprehensive 
approach to cycle training and 

AWARD-winning ferry operator 
Caledonian  MacBrayne carried 
more than four million passengers 
and more than one million cars on 
its 27 routes in 2013, despite losing 
nearly 1,200 sailings as a result 
of bad weather in November and 
December.

Nearly 84,000 more passengers 
and nearly 19,000 more cars 
travelled with CalMac in 2013 than 
the previous year. CalMac also went 
on to win four major national awards 

in 2013; Scottish Public Transport 
Operator of the Year for the third 
time in four years, the Customer 
Focus prize in the Scottish Business 
Awards, Ferry Company of the 
Year for the fourth year running 
in the Guardian/Observer Travel 
Awards, and an award for crew and 
staff training, beating 13 UK and 
international ferry operators.

Brian Fulton, operations director 
for CalMac said: ‘2013 was a year 
of very mixed fortunes with an 

incredibly busy and hot summer 
which boosted carryings especially 
on the Clyde, but which was 
followed at the end of year by some 
of the worst winter conditions ever 
seen. These storms have had, and 
continue to have, a devastating effect 
on sailings right across the network 
from the Clyde to the Western Isles. 

‘In November and December 
around 1,200 sailings were cancelled 
because of the weather which is a 
good indication of how widespread 

the disruption has been. Anyone who 
has seen the TV footage of extreme 
weather battering coasts around the 
country will have a good sense of the 
type of conditions our Masters have 
been facing and understand why this 
winter has been such a challenge.’ 

He added: ‘We recognise 
these cancellations are hugely 
inconvenient for ferry travellers 
and the communities we serve, but 
we have to put the safety of our 

THREE brave souls at Oban’s branch of 
Tesco had a hair-raising experience on 
Saturday - as they had their legs waxed 
for charity.

Store manager Neil Armour was joined 
by Iain MacMillan and Billy Ferguson in 
allowing their legs to be savaged by the 
wax strips - as they aimed to raise money 

for Diabetes UK, the store’s charity of 
the year. Iain was due to play shinty after 
his legs were given the feminine touch, 
while Neil and Billy admitted to being 
a little daunted by the strips, applied 
by Elaine MacLeod from The Studio, 
assisted by beauticians Lisa Dunn and 
Denise Addison.

Marie Curie Cancer 
Care appeal 
A HIGHLANDS and Islands 
MSP who raised £17,000 for 
Marie Curie Cancer Care 
over a session of the Scottish 
Parliament has urged others to 
back the charity’s appeal this 
month.

Jamie McGrigor, a patron for 
the charity, is calling on people 
to support the Great Daffodil 
Appeal 2014 in March.

Mr McGrigor, who raised 
thousands of pounds by 
publishing a book of MSPs’ 
recipes, said: ‘I would encour-
age everyone to buy a Marie 
Curie daffodil pin badge. Every 
£20 raised pays for a Marie 
Curie nurse to care for someone 
in their home for one hour.’

BEN MORE (3,169 ft) may be the king of ‘Muile nam Fhuar 
Bheann’ - Mull of the Cool High Bens - in song and elevation, 
but it has never cut the same ice in Lochaline, from where it is 
hardly visible, as Beinn Talaidh and Dun da Ghaoithe.

Dun da Ghaoithe (2,513 ft) above Scallastle and Craignure, 
means ‘the hill of the two winds’. 

An older Morvern generation used to say it was four and knew 
it as ‘Hecky Livingstone’s Weather Glass’. 

Hector, a direct descendent of Dr David Livingstone the 
famous explorer, was one of Morvern’s ‘dragons’. His ‘den’ 

contractor, Tobermory.  
From here Hector and his sister Elizabeth ran a general store 

It seems Hector was also a keen amateur meteorologist and 
could forecast the weather for the day with some accuracy by 
looking at the light and cloud on Dun da Ghaoithe, which he 
could see when he opened the shop door in the morning.

Beinn Talaidh (2,493 ft) overlooks the head of Glen Forsa. 
Its name is something of an enigma. It is shown on some old 
maps as ‘Ben Tealluidh’ and pronounced ‘Beinn an t-Sealladh’ 
meaning the mountain of the view which is probably unlikely as 
all hills have a view. 

Seen from the public road above the Castle of the Dogs near 
Killundine, Beinn Talaidh is one of the loveliest of all the Mull 
hills, especially on a summer’s evening when the last rays of the 
westering sun cast their golden glow over its grassy slopes. 

It must have looked less welcoming at 6.30 pm on February 
1 1945, when an aeroplane crashed into it with eight personnel 
aboard. 

The plane, a Dakota belonging to RAF Transport Command 

cargo of machine parts and tools bound for Prestwick, struck 
the ground obliquely at 2,300 ft just below the summit and 
slipped 500 ft back down the hill towards the steep-sided Allt 
nan Clar burn at the head of Gleann Leam. 

mountain-side without all aboard being killed, there were only 
three fatalities. 

The list would have been higher had it not been for Dr Flora 
MacDonald, the popular local GP from Inverinate in Salen and 
another descendent of Dr David Livinsgtone. Dr Flora, as she 
was affectionately known, struggled two miles up to the crash 
site in pitch darkness, sometimes sinking to her waist in snow 
and icy water to attend to the injured. 

For this she was later, and rightly, awarded the MBE. I once 
asked Dr Flora if she had ever considered writing a book about 
her work on Mull. ‘Often’ was the reply, ‘but I know the day it 
came out I’d need to take a one-way ticket off the island!’

A HIGHLAND Hospice appeal 
for £4.5 million to redevelop its in-
patient unit at Inverness has received 
a massive cash boost.

Orion Group, which is based in 
the city, has donated £1.25 million 
towards the palliative care centre 
revamp.

The generous award takes the 
hospice’s fundraising from private 
sources to more than £2 million.

The public phase of its cash 

campaign, named the Project Build 
Appeal, will be launched next 
month.

Once complete, the new unit 
will house more single rooms and 
improved family accommodation, 
plus more space to house bereavement 
support and physiotherapy services. 

In addition to improved clinical 
and family support spaces, the new 
building will house the Marie Curie 
Cancer Care Highland nursing team.  

NHS-employed Macmillan Nurses 
are already based in the hospice.

Paula McCormack, head of 
Highland Hospice clinical services, 
said: ‘Thanks to Orion’s generosity 
we will be able to bring three major 
palliative care providers together 

‘Having the Marie Curie and 
Macmillan nursing services together 
with hospice staff will ensure co-
ordinated support for patients and 

families across the Highlands and 
help deliver high quality hospice and 
palliative care far into the future.’

Orion Group chairman Alan 
Savage said: ‘Orion had a record 
year in 2012 and I felt that some of 

community. The Highland Hospice 
is a crucially important facility 
for patients with cancer and other 
terminal illnesses and their families 
in our area.’

FORT William’s Scottish 
Natural Heritage branch is to 
move out of the town centre.

After almost 20 years on The 
Parade, staff will relocate to 

next Thursday (March 20). 
The team of 11 will now 

share work space with Forestry 
Commission Scotland.  

Stewart Sandison, SNH 

Morvern Lines

The wreckage of the plane that crashed into Ben Tallaidh in 
1945. 

FOR ITS size and diverse geology, Morvern (unlike Jura 
for example) does not have all that many caves. The highest, 
appropriately, is in a huge outcrop of white sandstone on the 
south facing slopes of Beinn na h-Uamha –‘the hill of the cave’. 

centuries old. 
It is more likely that the cave, from which the hill takes its 

name, is another described as being at the head of Loch Arienas 
but whose location is no longer known. 

For many years it was the home of an eccentric individual 
called ‘Lachlan Casruisght’ – barefooted Lachlan, because he 
never wore boots or socks. 

Lachlan was born and brought up on Oronsay, an island lying 
off Drimnin at the entrance to Loch Sunart, where he had a 
wife and family. 

Impervious to the cold, he would swim backwards and 
forwards over Loch Arienas even during the winter. 

It was probably Lachlan that the enumerator of the 1841 
Morvern census had in mind when he recorded ‘an insane 
person’ living in the Acharn area who never lodged in a 
dwelling house.

There are several other caves in Morvern with interesting 
stories to tell at: Port a Bhata, near Drimnin; Achafors, on 
the North West shore of Loch Aline; Killundine; Inniemore, 
beyond Ardtornish Point; and the Garbh Shlios, between 
Inniemore and Eignaig. 

Another, between Glensanda and Airigh Shamhraidh, whose 
location used to be a closely guarded secret, allegedly sheltered 
Somerled, a 12th century, Norse-Celtic hero who vanquished 
Viking foes, fostered a Gaelic renaissance and was the ancestor 
of several Scottish clans. 

Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

Billy Ferguson and Ann MacKenzie prevent Neil Armour escaping from his 
charity leg wax at Oban’s Tesco on Saturday afternoon, with beautician Elaine 

MacLeod taking care of the painful deed. 15_t11tesco1

Polish pupils at St Columba’s Primary School are delighted with their new books. 16_t11polish01

Anderson explained: ‘The 
teacher told them that would be 

the request it made me think 
that we weren’t doing enough 
to support the children in using 
their native language. They 
should be supported in their own 
culture, as well as getting help to 
integrate into ours.’

Parents of Polish pupils were 
asked to donate books to the 
library and the Glasgow-based 
Polish book shop, Pol Books, 
sent a box of children’s books to 
be included.

Pupil Szymon Chmielecki, 
who reads in both Polish and 
English, said: ‘I feel happy that 

books in school. I want to teach 
my Scottish friends Polish and 
I am happy the primary ones 
will have the chance to read in 
Polish.’

The literary additions have also 
been welcomed by the school’s 
Polish teaching assistant, Beata 
Povey, who teaches English to 

Polish children and helps them 
settle in the school.

She said: ‘I don’t read in Polish 
any more, which is a mistake. 
I have two boys and when we 
came over here I made sure they 
spoke English but they are no 

regret I have.
‘They have started practising 

again because they’ve realised 
how important it is.’

The diverse pupil roll at the 
Catholic school also includes 
children from Latvia, Thailand, 
Kenya, Ireland and Canada.

The school’s parent council 
chairwoman, Helen McGuigan, 
has been a driving force behind 
the changes.

She said the school will soon 
receive books in Gaelic, which 
will help support a number 
of pupils at the school from a 
Gaelic-speaking background. 

The parent council is also 
working on plans to get in 

nationalities at the school.

operational manager for 
south Highland, said: ‘We are 
continuously examining ways 
of making our property more 
environmentally, operationally 

is an excellent example of that 
policy.’

The phone number is still 
01397 704716. 

has listened to and acted on 
the ideas and comments of the 
people it was designed for.

Caroline Fothergill, head 
teacher of Dalmally Primary 
School, said: ‘The new iCycle 
resource is absolutely excellent. It 
covers all the main areas of 
Curriculum for Excellence and 
is presented clearly. It is an 
excellent tool for teachers saving 
us a whole lot of hard work.’

Cycle training is offered to 
all schools in Argyll and Bute 
in primary 6 and primary 7 
and is taken up by 77 of the 79 
schools.

Children learn basic cycle 
manoeuvres, which 95 per cent 
of primary schools across Argyll 
and Bute receive on-road, higher 
than any other local authority in 
Scotland.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 

policy lead for Strategic 
Transportation, said: ‘This new 
resource is a great way to help 
cycle trainers teach our children 
the basics of cycling safely. Our 
road safety team worked closely 
with parents and children in 
developing this programme and 
we are very pleased with it.

‘The feedback from the kids on 
iCycle  has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with more than 88 per 

cent of those who have been 
through the programme now 

their bikes.’
The programme takes the form 

of a one-stop website, printed 
materials and training videos 
for cycle trainers. Parents have 
reported that their children were 
cycling to school more often 
after the iCycle training, with an 
increase of 23 per cent.

Book day joy 
for school’s 
Polish pupils 

Thousands more passengers travel with CalMac

Hospice care centre revamp gets £1.25m boost

SNH branch on the 
move after 20 yearsTesco staff brave hair-raising 

experience for charity event

Library devotes corner to language

New cycle training gets more 
youngsters on their bikes
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SEVEN months after it was 
supposed to open for NHS 
treatment, Oban’s new Dental 
Hospital remains unoccupied 

claimed.
While the facility at the Lorn 

and Islands Hospital opened for 
referrals in September last year, 
there has been little indication of 
when general NHS appointments 
would be offered.

Elizabeth Reilly, NHS 
Highland’s assistant dental 
director, told the Oban 
meeting of the Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) that 
negotiations were progressing to 
secure agreement for the Argyll 

the Lorn and Islands Hospital’s 
new facility - but she could not 
say exactly when that would be 
concluded. That prompted fresh 

YOUNGSTERS and councillors across Argyll 
gathered to mark Commonwealth Day as excite-
ment builds for the Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow this summer.

Pupils from Lochgilphead Primary School joined 

to be raised across the UK.

-
port to the Commonwealth of Nations.

He said: ‘Our communities are busy getting ac-

facilities. 
-

aged primary and secondary school pupils to take 
part in the Commonwealth Games Passport project 

which they participate. Our primary schools are 
also participating in a Commonwealth Games art 
project to create a piece of cloth which represents 
Scotland’s welcome to the Commonwealth in 2014.

lasting legacy for Argyll and Bute.’

injured in a two-car collision at 
Ardgour on Saturday morning.

The accident happened on the 
A861 around 400 yards south 
of the ferry terminal around 
10.50am.

Both an ambulance and air 
ambulance attended the scene. 
The road was closed for around 
three hours.

All three casualties, including 

be local, were taken to Belford 

VISITSCOTLAND has 
welcomed news that Highland 

between 2012 and 2013.
The Association of Leading 

Visitor Attractions (ALVA) 

the National Trust for Scotland’s 
Glencoe centre increased by 

welcomed a plan to build a 
small retail park at the town’s 
North Road following a public 
exhibition at the weekend. 

The proposal includes an 
Aldi supermarket and a Home 
Bargains store as well as two 
other retail units, expected to 
bring 150 jobs to the area. 

Ltd showcased their ideas to 
162 people at an exhibition in 

Rio Tinto Alcan junction and 

showroom on the A82.

GOING to help a friend in distress has 
left an 18-year-old woman without her 

Kelly Lamont, of 3 Dal-an-asiag, 

she appeared before Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

She was stopped and breathalysed 
on Corran Esplanade in the town 
on October 20 last year; her breath 
reading was 50 when the legal limit 
is 35.

Her defence agent told the court: ‘She 
realises what she did was stupid; she 

who had phoned her and was in 

the court was told that the wording on 
a policy was ambiguous and that she 

her £350 as well as the 14-month 

licence for no insurance.

ONE PILL and a small amount of 
ecstasy cost a man £300 when he 
appeared before Oban Sheriff Court.

Robert Gardner, aged 48, of 2 
Burnbank Terrace, Oban, admitted 
possession of one Diazepam tablet and 

The court heard that Gardner is now 

prescribed Diazepam, but wasn’t at 

some he had bought when attending a 
concert at Glasgow but had forgotten 
about.

£150 for each offence.

TEXT messages sent by an Oban 
man to his former partner were so 
disgusting Sheriff Douglas Small 
asked the press not to publish their 
content.

James Hendry, age 32, of 5 Combie 
Street, Oban, admitted sending 

derogatory and sexual remarks and 

14 and 17.
He was at that time out on licence 

from prison.
Sentencing Hendry at the town’s 

sheriff court last week, Sheriff Small 
sent him down for six months. Taking 

of time Hendry had been remanded in 

a threatening manner in an Oban pub 
means that a woman must now perform 
120 hours of unpaid work as part of a 
community payback order.

Jenna Craik, aged 29, of 11 
Tweeddale Street, Oban, had 

3, and sentence had been adjourned 
until last week for social reports to be 
prepared.

As well as the 120 hours, Sheriff 
Douglas Small ordered she undertake 

of the order thought necessary. 

A COUNTERFEIT £10 note passed 
in an Oban shop was traced back to a 
known criminal, Oban Sheriff Court 
heard on Tuesday.

‘His record is right across the 
spectrum of crime; theft, assault, 
drugs and breach of probation,’ Sheriff 
Douglas Small said.

who admitted passing a counterfeit £10 
note as genuine in a shop in the town 
on September 4 last year and also to 

didn’t know the notes were forged.
His defence agent told the court 

rehabilitation course funded by Argyll 
and Bute Council: ‘There are signs he 
has turned a corner.’

Sheriff Small deferred sentence 
for four months and added: ‘I am not 
ruling out a custodial sentence.’ 

A 16-YEAR-OLD who punched 

another teenager and brandished a 
kitchen knife at his home has been 
ordered to undergo counselling for 
anger management and alcohol.

These were conditions imposed as 

Sheriff Court last week. 
An incident on February 2 at his 

family home, 34c Soroba Road, Oban, 
had got out of hand, Sheriff Douglas 
Small was told. 

sentence had been deferred for reports. 

£350 when he appeared before Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

He admitted acting in a threatening 

Bay, Oban, and demanding entry on 
January 18.

He had been out drinking and had 
texted and called his partner and 
gone round to her home but she had 
not wanted to let him in while he was 
intoxicated.

TWO INCIDENTS
different partners ended up costing an 
Oban man £450 at the town’s sheriff 
court.

a woman on October 19 last year and 
was found guilty of assaulting another 

£200 for the second.
‘There was a considerable degree of 

said Sheriff Douglas Small, but he 
added: ‘If you persist in this type of 
conduct I will send you to prison.’

carry out 300 hours of unpaid work in 
the community.

Christopher Wardle age 39, whose 

11B Longsdale Terrace, Oban, had 

insurance on two occasions and to 

Sentenced was deferred until last 
week for social reports. As well as the 
reports, the court heard that Wardle 
was under considerable pressure at 

‘He accepts full responsibility,’ said 
his defence agent.

PUPILS from Park Park Primary School 
got a chance to see where their meals 
come from when local supermarket 
Tesco demonstrated how food went from 
farm to plate.

the store’s Nicola Robertson will be 

an insight into how tasty treats like 
cheese and burgers are made, as well as 
showing how making your own food can 
be fun.

the new programme, which will carry on 
throughout the year.

produce isles and the bakery so they can 
see where food comes from - and they 
get to touch, taste and drink through the 
day.

each school’s curriculum. We’re really 
committed to this and hopefully it’ll 

where their food comes from.’

warnings from the partnership 
members that the situation cannot 
be a repeat of the two years the 
Campbeltown community had 
to wait for its dental hospital to 
open.

not be in that position’, adding: 
‘We thought we’d be past this 
point by now, but I do feel we are 
making progress.’

are focusing on the sharing of 

with three dentists.  They also 
feel that it’s perhaps going to 
take a wee bit of time for the 

Oban, Lorn and Isles locality 

public partnership forum 

said he understood the legal 
aspects of the agreement were 
completed, but that discussions 

Campbeltown, this took two 
years and we are hopeful this 
doesn’t take as long,’ he added.

understand the concerns.’

between the Argyll Square 

work. 

will still be able to carry out a 

In this situation where premises 
are leased to the practice they 
must make at least 80 per cent of 
their work for NHS patients. So 

Lochgilphead Primary School pupils Ailsa Wilson, Connor Rennie, Andrew Ritchie and Rowan 
MacDonald helped Douglas Philand, depute provost of Argyll and Bute, raise the Commonwealth 

flag at Kilmory Castle on Monday. 06_a11flag01

Oban Sheriff Court

‘We will analyse the excellent 

our plans and will continue to 
work with local people.’

The proposition will be lodged 
for planning permission at 
Highland Council in the next six 
to eight weeks. 

Currently the company has 
permission for around 55,000 
sqft of retail space, half for 
general retail and half for bulky 
goods such as furniture and 
DIY products and will now 
seek permission for a 46,400ft 

Still no date 
for dental 
surgery move

Project director Alex Brodie showcased his plans at the Nevis 
Cente. 20_f11morbaine01

Residents give 
retail park plan 
the thumbs up 

Hospital for medical attention. 
Police described their injuries 

as ‘not life threatening’. The 

to be the local man, was 
later transferred to Raigmore 

treatment.  According to local 

just come off the Corran Ferry 
and was heading south when it 
collided with the northbound 
car. 

Three injured in two-car crash

Visitors numbers also 

22,423, while Urquhart Castle 

per cent to 310,446.
It is thought the huge rise in 

because of its prominent role 

Skyfall.

Commonwealth Day off to a flier

Music group 
application 
deadline
TALENTED young musicians 
attending Highland Council 

(Friday) to apply for 
membership of eight regional 
music groups.

Auditions
Auditions for the 

Highland Regional Youth 
Orchestra, Highland Schools 
Wind Band, Highland Youth 
String Orchestra, Highland 
Youth Big Band, ‘snas (ceilidh 
band), Highland Youth Pipe 
Band, Còisir G (regional Gaelic 
choir) and Highland Youth 

next Saturday.

of D-Day, when hundreds of thousands 
of Allied troops stormed the beaches of 
Normandy to begin the liberation of Western 
Europe.

a replica of pipes played by the late Fort 

Estate and subsequently became the personal 

Brigade.
The instrument will be played by his 

son John during ceremonies at the Spean 

Castle and Fort William jetty. A chanter 

will be included in the replica for added 
authenticity. 

attended by Donald Cameron of Lochiel, 

of the Clan Cameron and current owner of 
Achnacarry. 

play his father’s replica pipes again during 
a ceremony on Fort William quayside before 
they are boarded on a ship set to relay 
across the UK and Ireland before heading to 

commemorate D-Day

Park Primary School’s pupils start their day at Tesco learning about cheese and meats. 15_t11tescokids1

Pupils focus on food with help from supermarket



6 COMMUNITY NEWS Thursday 13 March, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FEBRUARY was another wet 
month in Plockton, with nine 
inches of rain recorded. The 
13 inches in December and 5.5 
inches in January brings the 
three-month total to 27.5 inches. 
Warmest day was 11.2C and 
coldest was -0.5C.

WORK HAS begun on a full 

Stores. 
The shop will be rewired 

counter is to be repositioned 
and replaced. New lighting and 
fresh paint will make up the 

Phil Passmore, project 
manager, said: ‘We would ask 
all customers to be aware that 
there may well be workmen in 
the shop during opening hours 
and we would ask you all to take 
extra care. We will take every 
step to make the disruption to 
our customers as minimal as 
possible but some upheaval is 
unavoidable.’

It is hoped the refurbishment 
will be completed by March 24.

FORT William Community 
Council met in the Nevis Centre 
on February 18.

Excerpts from the minutes: 
Old Police Station - Members 

discussed the possibilities 
for this site, and a ‘wish list’. 
Concern was expressed that 
there was now no police 
presence in the High Street. 
There was a very visible ‘car 
patrol’ presence around the 
area but not in the High Street.  
FWCC would request that any 
of the empty shops be utilised 
during the busy tourist season 
and the secretary was to write 
to the chief constable on this 
matter.  

Parade area – It was noted 
that police cars were using a 
‘shortcut’ through the Parade 

following this practise.   

blocking access to the Parade 
areas and disability access to 
Tesco.  It had been noticed that 

‘pedestrian’ area of the High 
Street. Another sign that more 
police presence was required. 
Members queried if there was a 

going to have wardens in the 
future? Sergeant Hough to make 
inquiries.  

Lochy Bridge Roundabouts 
– A number of reports had 
been made of cars sliding on 
the roundabout when turning 
right from the bridge onto the 
A82 to Fort William. This 
had happened to a member of 
FWCC who also witnessed, on 
a separate occasion, a vehicle 
travelling from the north 
turning right to go over the 
bridge veering out of control. 
This may be caused by spillage 

FORT William Women’s Rural 

lesson from a Lochaber Leisure 
Centre employee. 

Ruth Lavin explained the 
centre’s facilities to the ladies 
and demonstrated some simple 
exercises. Members surprised 
themselves with their squats 
and lunges before being treated 
to a boxercise session. Betty 
MacDonald thanked Ms Lavin 

won by Elspeth MacKenzie.
The next meeting will be in 

Inverlochy Hall at 7.15pm on 
April 7 featuring a talk about 
the Caledonian Canal. A warm 
welcome was extended to ladies 
of all ages.

THE GLITZ and glamour of 
Hollywood made its way to 
Dunoon yesterday as the town 

difference.
The Studio Cinema played 

host to the world premiere 
of a short feature, The Last 
Cigarette, and a hard hitting 
documentary which stars pupils 
from Dunoon Grammar School 
and actor David Hayman also 
plays a role.

is a closely guarded secret, it 
and the documentary have a ‘no 
smoking day’ theme running 
through them. Fiona Duncan, 
an oral health improvement 
practitioner for NHS Highland 
based in Dunoon, led the project 
and explained that she hoped 

would build on previous No 
Smoking Day campaigns.

In total, £8,000 was raised for 
the production via Cowal Health 
and Wellbeing Network, Bute 
Health and Wellbeing Network, 
Argyll and Bute Oral Health 
Management and Fire Scotland.

TOURISTS looking for a 
holiday in the Loch Earn region 
are being matched with their 
perfect holiday - by arranging 
a date.

The Loch Earn Tourism 
Initiative (LETI) has launched 
a new ‘enquire now’ button 
on its website, which asks 
visitors for their preferences 
before showing a list of perfect 
matches.

Using criteria such as 
accommodation type, holiday 
dates, budget and the number 
of people travelling - with the 
option to specify any additional 
unique needs - the website 
automatically contacts each 
accommodation provider in the 
area. Then, only those who meet 
those criteria get back in touch, 
with up to date cost details. 

Covering Balquhidder, 
Strathyre, Lochearnhead and 
St Fillans, the LETI group also 
promotes restaurants, outdoor 
activities, services and events 
via its website. 

Kim Proven of Briar Cottages, 
Lochearnhead, steers LETI’s 
website marketing and PR 
strategies. She said: ‘We are a 
self-funded group of tourism 
business friends and neighbours 
who live and work alongside 
each other. 

‘We meet to share ideas 
and collaborate on ways of 

RAASAY

IT WAS a day of celebration at 
Carbost Primary on Skye on 
February 28 when the school 
opened its new nursery.  

After a short speech from 
head teacher Sara Matheson, 
seven nursery children and 
32 Carbost pupils were led to 

A RETIRED Islay woman 
is soon to travel across the 
world to act as a human rights 
observer in the Middle East.

Bronwen Currie, from 
Conisby, near Bruichladdich, 
will spend three months 
in Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territories 
through the Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme.

The programme was 
established by the World 
Council of Churches in 2002, 
after a cry for help from the 
heads of churches in Jerusalem.

Bronwen said: ‘As a Quaker, 
I try to translate my faith into 
action and to actively witness 
for peace and justice. I know 
I do not have a magic wand 
and after nearly 50 years of 
occupation my presence alone 
is not going to bring about a 

Nursery assistant Kate Pasher and auxiliary Lynne Turner cut the celebration cake.  Inset: Connor 
Mackay was piper on the day.

FORT WILLIAM

Bronwen Currie.

THE GRAND opening of the newly-
refurbished Lismore Community Hall 
took place on Friday.

There were children’s events, art 
work on display and a talk on energy 
saving issues, followed by snacks and 

Committee members also organised 
a short explanation on the Climate 
Challenge Fund award and an outline 
of the programme of carbon saving 
events proposed on Lismore over the 
coming months.

The community hall was closed for 
six weeks while work was carried out 
to draught proof and insulate the roof. 

This was funded by a grant of 
£25,000 from the Climate Challenge 
Fund.

ON SUNDAY March 2 Lismore took 
part in Oban’s Fairtrade fortnight 
supporting the idea that the individual 
shopping choices everyone makes can 
positively affect the lives of producers 
when the product is fairly traded.  A 
tea/coffee afternoon was held in the 
church house and there was a variety 
of Fairtrade produce available to buy. 
It was well supported. 

THE COMANN Eachdraidh’s 
February archaeological walkover set 

DUNOON

PLOCKTON

PLOCKTON High School 
pupils tidied up the area around 
the village war memorial 
recently as part of a year-long 
outdoor activities course.

Leaders giving instruction 
on keeping safe during the 
work were National Trust for 

Plockton pupils enjoyed their clean-up day with Lee Woodward 
and Gavin Skipper. 

Scotland ranger Gavin Skipper 
and Lee Woodward from 
Inverness College UHI.

Award
Several other outdoor 

activities are planned and the 
children will each get an award 
from the John Muir Trust.

Primary school opens new nursery
CARBOST

the school by P7 boy Connor 
Mackay playing the bagpipes. 
Each child was given a balloon 
which was released into the 
sky when Anna Campbell, the 

oldest child in school, and Orla 
MacDonald, the oldest child in 
the nursery, cut the ribbon.

The nursery is housed in the 
renovated schoolhouse after 
previously being held in the 
school gym hall.

LOCHAN, the arts network in 
Lochalsh, attracted a full house 
to Plockton Hall on February 25 
when it presented a double bill 
of powerful Scottish drama.

by local theatre artist, actor and 
writer Catriona Lexy Campbell, 
who although from Lewis, 
has spent most of her life in 
Plockton.

This was followed by ‘Rough 
Island’ by Nicola McCartney. 
Both plays were enjoyed by the 
large audience.

COMMUNION was held in 
the Kyle Free Church of the 
Plockton and Kyle Free Church 
congregation on Sunday, 
February 23. Visiting minister 
was Rev Murdo Macleod from 
Nairn.

Last week Plockton Church of 

Free Church when details were 
settled after the Plockton and 

Kyle Free Church congregation 
bought it for £90,100.

PLOCKTON Horticultural and 
Handicrafts Society held a quiz 
night supper in Plockton Hall 
recently. 

It was attended by a large 
crowd and many new members 
joined the society.

LOCHEARNHEAD

improving our website and 
visitor experiences amongst 

name terms so it’s easy to help 
guests with recommendations 

travel, golf and play. 
‘We like to pass LETI’s 

website address to enquirers 
when we are already booked.
‘Now, we can point them to our 
‘Enquire Now’ one-hit button 

for them. 
‘We want as many people as 

possible to visit and return to 
this region that we are proud 
to promote. We want them to 
experience our chef-owned 
restaurants, Scottish wool soft 
furnishing specialist, wildlife 
safaris, bespoke tours and to 
engage with helpful villagers.’

www.robroycountry.com.

SENIOR primary pupils at 
Tiree High School got a taste 
of wartime Britain recently 
- complete with rationed meals.

P5-P7 pupils have been 
working on the World War Two 
theme in recent weeks, with the 
project seeing the pupils and 
staff don the 1940s fashions and 

Children were making a song and a dance about Tiree High 
School  - when the Pre-5 unit hosted an Open Day.

Proundly showing their work off to parents, the children sang 
songs learned in their recent nursery rhymes and fairy tales 

themed classes. Mums and dads were also handed song books, 
prepared by the class, so they could enjoy singing the songs at 

home. 

ISLAY

solution. I have travelled abroad 
a bit - to South Africa in the 
seventies at the height of the 
apartheid era - but I wouldn’t 
say I am a seasoned traveller by 
any means.

‘Our holidays are far more 
usually spent climbing Scottish 
hills and cycling Scottish 
islands!’

Ecumenical Accompaniers 
enable people living under 
occupation to go about their 
daily lives in a way in which 
people in Argyll take for 
granted. While a normal week 
for Bronwen consists of Quaker 
meetings and choir practice, 
her time in the Middle East 
will be used to write reports for 

the UK, based on what she has 
seen and heard. Bronwen will 
go to Jerusalem on April 1 for 
more training and then be sent 
out on placement with a group 
of other Quakers. She will live 
with an international team in 
the West Bank in the Palestinian 
area and will spend a weekend 
with an Israeli family in Haifa 
in order to engage with people 

While there are obvious 
dangers, Bronwen herself is not 
worried about being harmed 
while she is in military territory.

She went on to say: ‘My 
family are very supportive. 
They’re probably a bit 
concerned, but they are hiding it 
very well. They understand that 
this is something I really feel I 
need to do.’

When she returns home 
Bronwen will be telling the 
story and engaging with people 

articles and interviews.
She feels that the main point 

of her trip will be coming home 
and spreading the word.

Updating her blog, broncurrie.
wordpress.com, will be a major 
priority while she is away to 
keep those at home informed.

LOCHYSIDE RC Primary 
School held a fundraising coffee 
morning in aid of a children’s 
charity. 

This is in line with the 
school’s fortnight of learning 
about Fairtrade and featured 

refreshments of Fairtrade tea, 
coffee and home baking. 

A total of £715 was raised, 
half for school funds and half to 
be donated to Mary’s Meals, a 
charity which provides food and 
school equipment to children in 
the world’s poorest countries. 

John Finnie, Highlands and 
Islands MSP, attended the 
coffee morning and pupils told 
him all about their Fairtrade 
project.

Ballachulish Primary School 
pupils wore their Scout 

uniforms to school as part of 
World Thinking Day. Members 
of the fourth Lochaber Scout 
Troop make up around three 

quarters of the school roll and 
were encouraged to think 
about learning around the 

world, to promote the message 
‘education opens doors for all 

girls and boys’. 

BALLACHULISH

Some of the Tiree High School pupils show off their name tags 
- as well as the clothes typically worn during the war. 

Pupils carried in their gas masks when they arrived at the school 
complete with old fashioned lunchboxes. 

TIREE

even taking in gas mask cases 
for the day.

And for lunch? The pupils 
enjoyed meals of Lord Woolton 
Pie and Corned Beef Fritters.

out, on a rare sunny afternoon, to map 
Millers Port and Fiart in the south of 
the island. 

The area is rich in remains and 
local historian, Douglas Breingan, 
led the 11 walkers and interpreted as 
necessary. 

Of great interest was the Mill itself 
as quite a lot of it is still there and 
census data suggests it was in use 
up to the 1850s. A great surprise 
to many was Fiart brioch which, 
though covered in vegetation, was 
still discernible and by poking a 
camera underground it was possible 
to see the huge thick stone walls. The 

where two visitors from England, one 
originally from New South Wales, 
were shown what the museum had on 
the Australian Lismore. 

More about this walk can be found 
on the heritage website (www.
lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org) and 

an earlier walk to Killandrist and 
Portcharron with GPS coordinates 
and illustrations will be available 
when the heritage centre re-opens at 
the beginning of April.

LISMORE

The rare beautiful winter day archaeological walkover to Fiart and Millers 
Port.

John Finnie MSP learned a lot from Lochyside’s Fairtrade com-
mittee. From left: Jazmin McFauld, Kiah Ferreira, Cody McSorley, 

Dylan Monk, John Finnie MSP, classroom assistant Abigail 
Wineberg (back), Ellie McLellan, principal teacher Moira Murphy, 

Alan McLaughlin and Tegan Dennison. 20_f10lochyside01

LOCHYSIDE

Banavie Primary School pupils celebrated World Book Day last 
Thursday by dressing up as their favourite characters and holding 
a book swoop. Every child brought in two books to exchange and 

took home one, with the rest being donated to the Blythswood 
charity. Above, Primary 1 pupils get into the reading habit. 

20_f11ban01

Banavie World Book Day fun

Uniform
change for 
Thinking Day

Got a story? 
Call 01631 
568000 or 

01397 703003

22/03
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

The days are getting 
noticeably longer and, 
worryingly, the grass is 
starting to grow. I don’t 
know about you but 
I have recently been 
spending most Sundays 
cutting back shrubs and 
overgrown bushes. Part 
of my garden has been 
overrun by brambles. 
They are rather danger-
ous to try and work 
with. Already this year 
I have had one patient 
who has had his corneas 
damaged by bramble 
thorns. Needless to say 
he was not wearing eye 
protection!

Eye protection can 
come in many guises. If 
you need prescription 
glasses for general use 
it is possible to also 
have prescription safety 
glasses. The advantages 
of having prescription 
safety glasses are two-
fold; you protect your 
eyes and you also keep 
your everyday wear 
glasses in good condi-
tion. Most people don’t 
think about eye protec-
tion unless they are 
forced to by their em-
ployer who has a legal 
duty of care and must 

provide appropriate eye 
protection where neces-
sary. More and more of 
us are spending time at 
home, whether working 
from home, enjoying 
time off work or retired. 
Many unwittingly spend 
their spare time in high 
risk activities such as 
gardening or DIY. From 
now till November I 
will expect to see at 
least one patient per 
week with an eye injury 
caused by gardening.

Even if you don’t need 
prescription glasses you 
should wear appropri-
ate eye protection 
when working in the 
garden or attempting 
DIY. If you worked in a 
high risk environment 
your employer could be 
prosecuted for failing to 
provide adequate eye 
protection. Gardening 
and DIY are equally 
high risk activities. You 
only get one pair of 
eyes to last a lifetime. 
Make sure you protect 
them properly. Ask your 
optometrist about safety 
glasses for your particular 
hobbies. They will be 
more than happy to give 
you appropriate advice. 

Gardening Delights

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists 
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar formally raised the Common-

-

From left, Youth Legacy Ambassadors John Maciver, Peter 
Macdonald, Sarah Macleod, Eleanor Smith and Tearlach 

Barden join Young Ambassadors Kara Hanlon and Connor 
Maclean at Monday’s ceremony.

-

-

-

-

-

Clarification

Loch Awe bid

Assault denied

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Moved

-

Customer Mary Anderson is ‘gutted’ that Wynne’s the butchers is closing. 20_f11wynnes01

Mr Wynne told The Oban 
Times

The 
Oban Times

Mr Wynne and wife Sheena 

Dismay as 
doors close on 
town centre 
butchers

Old Glenfinnan 
Estate tree lives  
on after storm

doesn’t need to end now that 

Traffic warden 
back for a year

will allow Comhairle nan 

Wynne’s a cherished piece of town’s retail fabric

Man’s lucky escape from avalanche

Rescued

NEWDESK
01631 568000
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AM
AZING

ARGYLL

21 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel. 01631 567007

WITH natural won-
ders and wildlife, 
some of the finest 
produced food and 
drink in Europe and 
a coastline longer 
than that of France, 
Argyll can certainly 
be described as 
amazing.

Perhaps its great-
est asset is the range 
of wildlife that can 

be seen almost 
anywhere. Whether 
it is birds of prey 
soaring above the 
ranging glens, or the 
delights of flora and 
fauna in the county’s 
numerous public 
gardens, there is so 
much to see.

Why not contact 
Kintail Birds of Prey 
to arrange a close 

up look at these ma-
jestic and powerful 
creatures.

And gardens, 
such as Ardkinglas 
House, near Cairn-
dow, offer a day out 
to savour as you can 
tour the gardens 
before enjoying a 
relaxing break at the 
Treeshop Garden 
Centre and Cafe.

However, on a rainy 
day - of which we 
have our fair share 
- there is still plenty 
of entertainment 
on offer, not least 
the award-winning 
Oban Phoenix Cin-
ema, which is run 
by the community. 

Argyll produces 
some of the most 
sought after whis-

kies in the world and 
anyone with a taste 
for the ‘water of life’ 
should visit online 
auctioneers Islay 
Whisky Auctions 
Ltd to see what’s on 
offer.

In order to see 
all of Argyll you’ll 
need to travel by 
land, sea and air, 
as the county has 25 

inhabited islands. 
Hebridean Air Serv-
ices flies to four of 
those furthest from 
the mainland, with 
flights leaving from 
Oban Airport, North 
Connel.

Because of its rural 
setting, Argyll and 
Bute can present a 
challenging envi-
ronment for small 

businesses but the 
county has many 
well established 
and trusted organi-
sations: David Petro 
Forestry Services 
and Ainsley Smith 
Accountants are 
among the most 
trusted by locals 
and have clients 
dotted around the 
county.    
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KINLOCHLEVEN High School 
pupils and staff pelted head 
teacher John McGilp with rotten 
fruit last week - but it was all in 
a good cause.

Sixth year pupil Shannon 
Hartley is heading to South 
Africa for a year’s work with the 
Project Trust and needs £5,600 
to fund her trip.

So when Mr McGilp offered 
his services, it was decided that 
putting him in the stocks would 
be a great way of raising money.

The head teacher had plenty 
of warning about what he would 
be facing - the mediaeval-style 
stocks were designed in the 
school.

Unsurprisingly, the event 
proved a big hit and £80 was 
raised, taking Shannon’s 
fundraising total to £3,500 
in just four months. The 17 
year-old now has just £2,100 

Classical trio take 
Kilmallie stage
A CLASSICAL music group 
will be performing in Kilmallie 
Hall next Sunday afternoon. 

The trio, Brass Diversions, 
will combine trumpet, trombone 

concert of the season for local 
music group, Lochaber Music 
For All, which starts at 3pm. 

A PUBLIC consultation on a 
bold community bid to buy four 
square miles of forest land in 
Lochaber is underway.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) is asking for comments 
on plans by the Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and Clunes (ABC) 
Group to revitalise two remote 
woodlands near Spean Bridge.

The move comes after local 
residents last month narrowly 
backed the group’s proposals to 
purchase Glen Mallie and South 
Loch Arkaig woods for the 
community when FCS declared 
them surplus to requirements.

The bid was made under 
the National Forest Land 
Scheme (NFLS), which gives 
communities the chance to buy 
or lease national forest land 

A FORT William teenager was 
warned he could end up in a 
young offenders institution after 
he admitted throwing a table 
at two men in a High Street 
takeaway.

Cameron MacInnes of 51 
Castle Drive, Lochyside, also 
tried to punch the men in Abi’s 
Kebabs on December 23 last 
year.

Sheriff Richard Davidson told 
the 19-year-old: ‘This is Fort 
William, not Dodge City. Going 
into a place where food is served 

A FORT William man has admitted 
assaulting a woman by slapping 
her bottom and pinning her arms 
to her side. 

James Nicholson of Orchy Villa, 
Alma Road, pled guilty to two 
counts of assault in Fort William 
Sheriff Court. 

told the court last Thursday that 
Nicholson, 49, was friends with 
the complainant and her partner 
and had been drinking in their 
home during both incidents, in 
July 2012 and January 10 of this 
year respectively. She said when 
Nicholson slapped the woman’s 
bottom in July 2012 he was asked 

to leave and she later noticed 
a handprint and was in pain. 
Defence lawyer Stephen Kennedy 
said it was days later when his 
friend told him the woman had 
been left with a mark. ‘That same 
afternoon he went over with a box 
of wine to apologise, he was very 
remorseful,’ he said. The incident 

was not reported to the police until 
after the second assault on January 
10 when Nicholson grabbed the 
woman’s arms and pinned them to 
her side, Ms Ryan told the court.

Mr Kennedy said Nicholson 
had grabbed her because she was 
drunk and thought she was going 
to fall over. ‘He now understands 

that he should not have touched her 
at all,’ he said. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson ordered 
Nicholson to carry out 45 hours of 
unpaid work in the community. 

He said: ‘I accept that there was 
no intention to cause any injury but 
it is assault to touch someone that 
does not want to be touched.’ 

New Sunart 
Community Council
SUNART has a new community 
council following a count of 
postal ballot papers in an 
election last Thursday.

Six candidates were standing 

west Lochaber group and votes 
received were as follows:

John MacDonald 155, Denise 
Anderson 139, Brian Evans 135, 
Sally Cameron 125  Michael 
Laybourne 111, James Hilder 
90. Mr Hilder was not elected.

Total number of postal votes 
returned was 198 out of an 
electorate of 339, a turnout of 
58.4 per cent.

Skye mountain 
path nominated 
for repair grant
A MOUNTAIN on Skye has 
been nominated for funding 
to have its public footpath 
restored. 

Bla Bheinn, on the edge of the 
Black Cuillin range, managed 
by the John Muir Trust, was 
recommended for the £24,000 
grant by outdoor retailer 
Berghaus as the deteriorating 
condition of the 3.8km path 
is causing damage to the 
mountain’s environment. 

Chris Goodman, John Muir 
Trust footpath manager, said: 
‘The breath-taking view from 
the summit and the relatively 
straightforward access attracts 
thousands of people to Bla 
Bheinn each year. 

‘The pressure of footfall 
combined with the high rainfall 
here has created serious erosion 
on sections of the footpath, 
damaging fragile soil and plants 
and causing sedimentation 
of nearby streams. It has 
also opened up a scar on the 
mountainside which is visible 
for miles.’

The public can vote for Bla 
Bheinn in an online poll and 
if the grant from European 
Outdoor Conservation As-
sociation is awarded, the John 
Muir Trust will work to repair 
the path and protect the habitat 
from further damage. 

To vote in the online poll go 
to www.outdoorconservation.
eu/project-voting-category.
cfm?catid=1. 

Fort William RC Primary School joined in the World Book Day celebrations by dressing up as their favourite characters. The costumes 
ranged from Mr Men, Cinderellas and Mad Hatters and the kids brough their books to school for the event. 20_f11fortprimary01

Man’s lucky escape 
after car overturns
A MAN escaped serious injury 
when his car partly demolished 
a bridge and overturned on 
the A82 south of Fort William 
around 7pm on Monday night.

Police from Glencoe and 
Fort William, together with an 
ambulance from Ballachulish, 
attended the accident scene 
at the Bunree caravan site 
roadend.

According to local sources, 
the car had hit debris left on the 
road by a lorry after it ploughed 
into the roadside verge.

The bridge over the River 
Righ was badly damaged and 
the road was reduced to a single 
lane for a short time.

It is understood the lorry did 
not stop and police are making 
efforts to trace the driver. 

A police spokesperson told 
The Oban Times: ‘A report in 
the circumstances surrounding 
the incident will be submitted to 

‘The man was taken to the 
Belford Hospital by road 
ambulance as a precaution and 
was later discharged without 
treatment.’

Rucksack stolen
A RED rucksack was taken 
from the Nevis Range hire 
centre around 3.30pm on 
Sunday, March 2. The bag 
contained ski boots and gloves.

Elsewhere in Lochaber, a 
rope was stolen from Mallaig 
Harbour sometime between 
March 1 and March 7.

Anyone with useful informa-
tion on the incidents can contact 
local police on 101.

MALLAIG Harbour Authority 
has applied  to Highland Council 
to create a new 100-metre prom-
enade to complete works to the 

The authority has been looking 
into the development at East Bay 
since the marina was built in 
2011, and lodged the plans after 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh won 
permission to build a £750,000 
marina and jetty on the seafront 
last month.

Port manager Robert MacMil-
lan said: ‘The Harbour Author-
ity is renting a room in the new 
building for people using the 
marina to have access to toilets, 
showers and laundry facilities. 
By building the promenade we’re 
linking the new building to the 
marina, giving better access for 
people using both.’

As well as the walkway, the 
development will include access 
steps to the old slipway and will 
improve the current access from 
Lovat beach. The promenade 
will feature seating, interpretive 
boards and cliff face lighting. 

It is unclear how much the work 
will cost but Highland Fisheries 
Local Action Group has agreed 
to pay up to 60 per cent of the 
cost, with the rest being covered 
by Mallaig Harbour Authority. 

If approved, the work will start 
after Sir Cameron’s development 
is completed. Mr MacMillan 
hopes all the work will be com-
pleted by the end of 2014. 

KINLOCHLEVEN will feature 

outdoor climbing experience 
using metal staples and cable 
bridges. 

The facility will be on a cliff 
next to the Grey Mare’s Tail, a 
90 metre waterfall, and is set to 
open on Friday March 28. 

Latin for ‘iron way’, Via 
Ferrata Scotland features 450 
metres of metal staples and cable 
bridges with a safety cable which 

Woodlands at Loch Arkaig are the subject of a £500,000 bid by the local community.

providing they can demonstrate 

ABC Group plans include 
woodland crofts, eco-tourism, 
small hydro schemes and 
harvesting non-native conifer 
stands to improve bio-diversity 
and create income. The woods 
contain remnants of ancient 
Caledonian pinewoods and 
regenerating these is another 
objective. After the consultation 
ends on April 2, the group 
will have a month to respond 
to comments before an NFLS 
panel makes a recommendation 
to FCS director Bob McIntosh.

If he gives the green light, the 
ABC Group has 18 months to 
meet the £500,000 asking price.

Spokesperson Gary Servant 
said: ‘The National Forest Land 

Scheme committee will look 
through the application and 
decide whether we are capable 
of looking after this piece of 
ground.’

An FCS spokesperson said: 
‘The Glen Mallie and South 
Loch Arkaig woodlands contain 
iconic native pinewood remnants 
and the ABC Group have said 
their long-term objective is to 
restore the woodlands to fully-
functioning native woodland 
habitats.’

Comments can be made at 
w w w.fores t r y.gov.u k /n f ls , 
to Malcolm Wield, Forestry 
Commission Scotland, Highland 
Conservancy, ‘Woodlands’, 
Fodderty Way, Dingwall, Ross-
shire, IV15 9XB or to malcolm.
wield@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.

Community in          
bold bid to  
buy forest land

In the stocks: John McGilp endured volleys of rotten fruit to help 
Shannon in her fundraising quest.   

Shannon said: ‘I would like to 
thank Mr McGilp for all his help 
and for organizing this event for 
me. 

‘We all had good fun and it is 
really encouraging that so many 
people have been so supportive 
since I have been selected by the 
Project Trust.’

The trust is an educational 
charity that specialises in 
sending volunteers overseas. 

Shannon will be working in a 
variety of social care projects, 
setting up extracurricular 
activities in her new community 
and providing an element of 
teaching. 

Mr McGilp will leave 
Kinlochleven to take up a new 
post at Coltness High in Wishaw 
after the Easter holidays.  

Anyone wishing to help 
Shannon fund her trip can do so at 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/
ShannonHartleyProjectTrust.

and throwing furniture about is 
never going to be acceptable.’

told Fort William Sheriff Court 
last Thursday that MacInnes 
was talking to the men in a local 
pub before the incident when 
his ‘attitude changed’. The three 
later met in the takeaway when 
the self-employed mechanic 
became aggressive and threw 
the table. 

She said: ‘One of the men 
caught the table but it did make 
contact with both of them. He 

then attempted to punch both of 
them.’ 

MacInnes also admitted failing 
to appear in court on January 7, 
breaching the bail conditions 
issued to him at Inverness 
Sheriff Court on December 24. 

Defending solicitor Gerry 
Sweeney said: ‘According to my 
client it was the two other men 
aggravating him but I expect 
the truth is in the middle of re 
somewhere.’

Sheriff Davidson replied: 
‘I see he has three previous 

convictions for assault. This 
young man is now pressing on 
the bell of the young offenders 
institution at Polmont. The word 
irresponsibility is the one most 

motor to him.’
Sheriff Davidson deferred 

sentencing until April 1 for 
a social work report and a 
restriction of liberty assessment 
but told MacInnes he had not 
ruled out a prison sentence.

‘The door to prison is still 
open,’ he said.

Sheriff warns teenager he could face jail

Head helps pupil stock 
up on charity cash

Pupils bring characters to life for World Book Day 

participants will be attached to 
for the duration of the exercise, 
for an exciting and safe way to 
climb.

Ben Starkie, owner of VFS 
and sister company Vertical 
Descents said: ‘I based this 
exciting and ambitious project on 
certain principles which include 
sustainability, environmental 
responsibility and wide public 
accessibility combined with 
local business growth and 

will be one of the most exciting 
adventure activities to hit the 
local area and the rest of the 
UK.’

The facility is part funded 
by West Coast Communities 
Growth Trust, administered by 
Foundation Scotland. It is also 
supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
land owner Rio Tinto.

Jane Martin, client services 

executive for Foundation 
Scotland said: ‘Supporting VFS 
is entirely in line with the vision 
of West Coast Communities 
Growth Trust which aims to 
help the growth of ambitious 
and dynamic businesses in 
Lochaber. We wish Ben and his 
team every success with this 
exciting venture which promises 

by attracting new visitors and 
creating job opportunities.’

Village welcomes new climbing experience 

Promenade
plan for 
Mallaig

Man admits assaulting woman with slap

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
1 Greedy person (7)
5 Two legged animal (5)
8 Once embarked upon, it's downhill all the 

way! (8,5)
9 Animal kept in the house (3)
10 Study of capital and investment (9)
12 Showy decoration (6)
13 Mark of disgrace (6)
15 Old firearm (9)
16 Brouhaha (3)
18 Where opportunities abound (7,6)
20 Nutrition for growing chicks (5)
21 What's left (7)

Down
1 Fill the tank when overseas (3,2)
2 Not meant (13)
3 On a need to know basis (3-6)
4 Thin (6)
5 Public transport (3)
6 Where new equipment and ideas are tested 

(7,6)
7 Not in shallow waters (4-3)
11 Verges (9)
12 Point of order when four have been made 

(7)
14 Grumpy old man (6)
17 A load of money (5)
19 Belonging to (3)

CHA MHÒR gum bheil latha a’ dol seachad  nach eil aithris a’ 
nochdadh air droch thubaist rathaid, agus ged a tha cus astair 
mar aon de na h-adhbharan air cùlaibh seo, tha trioblaidean eile 
ris am bu chòir sealltainn cuideachd. 

Cha b’ iongnadh ged a bhithte a’ faighneachd carson a 
tha luchd-togail chàraichean a sìor dhèanamh charbadan le 
einnseanan a tha cho cumhachdach nuair a tha an saoghal 
ag aithneachadh gum bheil feum air, an dà chuid, connadh a 
chaomhnadh agus truailleadh na h-àrainneachd a ghearradh air 
ais.  

Tha mi fhìn cho measail ri neach sam bith air carbadan agus 
astar, ach aig an aon àm tha ceist mhòr air a bhith nam inntinn 
bho chionn bhliadhnaichean mu carson a bhiodh luach ga chur 
air càr a ruigeas 60 mìle san uair ann an seachd diogan, agus 

nach eil ceadaichte air an rathad as fheàrr a th’ againn ach 
seachdad mìle san uair! Am bheil sinn uile a tha ri ceannach 
chàraichean air ar mealladh?  

Nuair a tha sinn a’ ceannach rudan eile tha sinn as a’ mhòr-
chuid a’ faotainn na tha a dhìth a rèir tomhais, ge b’ e briogais 
na bròg! Carson ma-thà nuair a thig e gu càr a cheannach a tha 
sinn a’ pàigheadh airson rud nach urrainn dhuinn a chur gu 
làn-fheum taobh a-staigh an lagha? 

Ach tha luchd-margaideachd chàraichean a’ dèanamh a’ chùis 
oirnn agus ri linn sin, tha uallach a bharrachd air dràibhearan 
a’ cumail smachd air a’ chumhachd a tha fon cùram, agus mar a 

òga gun eòlas.  
Tha e ceart na mo bheachd-sa gum biodh casg air ìre 

cumhachd nan càraichean a tha ceadaichte dha dràibhearan 
òga chun am faigh iad tomhas de dh’eòlas. ‘S dòcha gum bu 
chòir dàrna deuchainn a bhith ann dhan a h-uile dràibhear, tè 
a’ toirt a’ chiad chead airson càr beag agus tèile an ceann ùine 
airson rud nas cumhachdaiche. Ach cha bhiodh sin a’ dèanamh 
feum sam bith a thaobh luchd-turais a thig an seo far feadh an 
t-saoghail agus a gheibh càr air mhàl is a tha nan cunnart air na 
rathaidean!  

Agus cha bhi sàbhailteachd air na rathaidean ceart chun an 
tèid peanas cuideachd air an fheadhainn a tha a’ siubhal cho 
mall is gum bheil iad a’ cur bacadh is cais air feadhainn eile. 
Ann an cuid de dhùthchannan tha càin a’ dol air dràibhearan 
ma tha àireamh àraid de charbadan glaiste air an cùlaibh!  

SAFE overtaking is an obviously sensible mantra for all 

must also be taken against vehicles which impede other 
travellers. 

There is no doubt that the frustration caused by ‘bunching’ 

caused the frustration be penalised? 
Road courtesy used to be part of our highway code!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

152nd Annual 
Gathering
FOR THE second week in a 
row concerts involving Islay 
organisations were rewarded 
with excellent attendances, 
the most recent being the 
152nd Annual Gathering of 
the Glasgow Islay Association 
held in Glasgow University 
Union.

Unfortunately John 
MacLellan, manager of 
Kilchoman Distillery, was 
unable to attend as chairman 
but the association was 
pleased Alasdair McDougall, 
an honorary president, agreed 
at short notice to perform this 
duty. 

Excellent piping selections 
from Pipe Major Andrew 
McCowan started both 
halves of the concert which 
was mainly sustained by 
youngsters. 

Mairi McGillvray and 
Alasdair Currie, who both 
come from Islay where they 
still attend school, were the 
youngest of the singers and 
I am sure singing to such 
a large audience will be 
excellent preparation for their 
future success. Both Ainsley 
Hamill and Robert Robertson 
have featured at several recent 
association gatherings and 
once again they illustrated, 
with their professional 
performances, why they are 
such popular artistes.

Young Martainn Skene from 
Lochaber played accordion 
selections and the Ella Edgar 
Dancers from Islay delighted 
the audience with their nimble 
footwork. 

Early in proceedings both 
Alasdair McDougall and his 
wife Norma were presented 
with mementoes of the 
occasion by Rachel Johnston 
and Emily Gray, members of 
the dance group. 

As the evening progressed, 
increasing use was made of 
the excellent accompaniment 
provided by Kirsteen Grant.

Ceol’s Craic
LIFE for those involved in 
organising Ceol’s Craic events 
is busy and varied. 

Their recent event, in 
conjunction with the Glasgow 
Film Festival, featured a 
unique synthesis of archive 

old Gaelic song and music 
that did not exist before the 
performance began.

The Western Isles (1941) 
featuring Mod Medallist 
Kitty MacLeod was shown 
and this was followed by 
harpist Catriona MacKay and 
electronic composer Alistair 
MacDonald together with 
Margaret Bennet and they 
took water as their theme to 
conjure sounds and landscapes 
ranging from melting glacial 
ice to the seabirds of St Kilda.

A particular highlight was 
Margaret’s version of A’Bhean 
Eudach with MacDonald 
taking solo voice and 
transforming it electronically 
into a backing track. 

In the second half, Aileen 
Campbell, video artist and 
chorister, accompanied her 
whirling images of the frozen 
Norwegian landscape with 
electronically processed vocal 
pyrotechnics. 

 On Tuesday March 18 
in the CCA, at 6.30pm, 

the Sistema Project which 
involves children from the 
Raploch district of Stirling 
learning musical instruments 
will be shown. 

Introduced by Margaret 
MacLeod, of na h’Oganaich, 
there will be the opportunity 
to discuss, in the company 
of a complimentary drink, 
mentoring of Gaelic currently 
being undertaken. This will be 
further developed on Saturday 
March 22 in the CCA in 
an event which will also 
feature the launch of Willie 
Campbell’s new CD. 

From 8pm there will be 

song writing collaborations 
when youngsters from the 
east end of the city, who have 

been working with mentors 
Margaret MacLeod, Ceitlin 
Smith, Alasdair Whyte and 
Innes Strachan, will showcase 
their involvement in Gaelic 
music and culture. 

Calum Martin, a key player 
in the song writing project, 
will then lead a discussion 

programme and the evening 
will be brought to a close 
with Willie Campbell playing 
tracks from his new CD 
‘Dalma’.

Bardic Supper
WESTBURN Church in 
Greenock will be the venue for 
a Bardic Supper organised by 
Clann Gaidhlig on Saturday 
March 22. 

Proceedings start at 
7.30pm and the evening’s 
entertainment will include 
songs from Joy Dunlop.

Gaelic Day
ON SATURDAY March 22, 
Beith Community Trust is 
holding a Gaelic Day in the 
Community Centre, 45-47 
King’s Road, KA152BQ.

There will be workshops 
at different levels with 
participants able to change 
levels if desired. The cost for 
the day will be £10 which 
includes tea/ coffee. For more 
information email info@
beithtrust.com or telephone 
01505 228141.

GG concert
PLEASE note the new venue, 
Glasgow University Chapel, 
for the Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association Annual 
Concert on Friday March 22 
at 7.30pm. 

Solo artistes will be 
Joan Morrison, Kirsteen 
MacDonald, Donald Brown 
and Gordon McKeeve and the 
special guest this year will 

in this year’s BBC Radio 
Scotland’s Young Musician of 
the Year, who will accompany 
the singers and also play piano 
selections. Entry will be by 
donation at the door and the 
concert will be followed by 
an informal ceilidh in the 
licensed Gilchrist Club.

Diary dates
Friday March 14: Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh, Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 7.30pm. 
Comunn An Taobh-an-Iar 
Buffet Dance, Ellangowan 
Social Club, Milngavie, 
7.30pm. Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association Annual 
Concert Glasgow University 
Chapel, 7.30pm - see above
Saturday March 15:
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm-
11pm-Mhairi Coutt’s Band.
Tuesday March 18: Comunn 
Gaidhlig Glaschu, Sgoil 
Gaidhlig Glaschu, 7.30pm, 
talk by Professor Boyd 
Robertson. Live at the Star, 
Admiral Bar, 72a, Waterloo 
Street, 8pm - Archie Fisher. 
Ceol’s Craic - see above.
Friday March 21: Glasgow 
Skye Association, Cothrom 
na h-Oigridh (Youth Concert), 
Airlie Theatre, Hyndland 
Secondary School, 7pm. 
National Piping Centre 
Concert featuring CLASP 
winners (Competition League 
for Amateur Solo Pipers), 
7.30pm.
Saturday March 22: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
Ceilidh, Crawford Hall, 
Patick, 7.45pm. An Comun 
Gaidhealach, Stirling Branch, 
Ceilidh, Lesser Albert Hall, 
7.30pm. Ceol’s Craic, CCA-
see above. Bardic Supper, 
Westburn Church Greenock 
- see above. Beith Gaelic Day 
- see above.

Pub scene
ROBERT Robertson will be 
playing in the Park Bar on 
both Saturday and Sunday 
with Eriskay Lilt there on 
Friday while in the Islay Inn it 
will be the Keelies on Friday 
and Skunnered on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by reader R H Kirchwehn of the Isle of Iona and features Oban Railway Station in 
days gone by. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints 

returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Railway Station in days gone by

No need for    
public enquiry into 
hospital care
Sir,
I was extremely disappointed to
read your front page headline on 
Thursday March 6 about calls 
being made for a public enquiry 
into Oban hospital care.

I believe that to be totally out
of line and well over the top.

For about 10 years I have 
been part of the voluntary 
team of local people
who deliver newspapers to 
hospital patients.

During  this time I have 
spoken frequently to patients 
- probably in total about
5,000 of them - and not one of 
them has made criticisms to me 
about their hospital care. 

On the contrary they have been
full of praise for the under-
staffed and over-worked nurses 
and others involved in their 
care.

Of course, things do go 
wrong from time to time in 
hospitals, as in virtually every 
other place, and they need to be 
sorted out, but I do not consider 
the huge costs of a public
enquiry to be paid for by us 

I am not impressed to see 
our elected politicians leaping 
aboard what they appear to
believe is a populist bandwagon.

Everyone involved in 
the hospital service knows 
the real cause for care not 
sometimes being as high as we
would like and that is is that there 
are far too many managers and 
administrators and not nearly 
enough nurses and other front line
staff. 

Civil servants are taken up 
with controlling everything 
and maintaining their own jobs 
while our elected politicians 
often do not have the skills and 
knowledge to challenge them.

Meantime, on behalf of the vast 
majority of local people, may I
thank those at at our hospital 
who provide us with such kind 
and good attention when we 
most need it.
Graeme Pagan, Oban.

Finest judicial 
system in the 
world destroyed 
from within
Sir,
On February 27 in the Scottish 

judicial system with the abolition 
of the historic tried and trusted 
requirements of Scots law - the 
requirement for corroboration. 

History has shown the police 
can make mistakes and the 
corroboration requirement 
ensured the prosecution case had 
to be robust. This is a safeguard 
that any reasonable democratic 
society would wish to protect 
and preserve. 

The outcome of this 
decision could arguably lead to 
convictions for offences from 
breach of the peace through 
to serious offences based on 
nothing more than the word of 
one person against another. 

This decision follows the 
creation of a single Scottish 
police force which is obsessed 
with targets and no longer 
accountable to a democratic 
police authority but instead 
monitored by an unelected 
quango - the Scottish Police 
Authority. 

The closure of some courts in 
Argyll and Bute  along with the 
removal of sheriff and jury trials 
in others, means that justice 
is no longer local and more 
importantly seen to be done 
locally. 

systems in the world has in effect 
been destroyed from within.

I stood as an SNP candidate 
in May 2012 and was elected, 
and whilst I personally believe 
my election success was as much 
personal as party-based, I accept 
there were party-based votes.

I left the SNP  council 
administration in May 2013 to 

cuts to Atlantis Community 
Leisure. It was my hope to rejoin 
the party in due course. 

However, on justice issues the 
division between my views and 
the SNP’s are not compatible so 
I cannot in all honesty rejoin the 
party and therefore am of a 
view that I should stand down 

independent candidate standing 
on my record to date. 

I will stand down in time to 
allow a by-election on the same 
day as the European elections 
in May thus making the bye-
election cost neutral to the 
council.
Fred Hall, Councillor, Ward 
4, Oban South & the Isles, 
Glenmore Road, Oban.

Scotch Whisky 
budget appeal
Sir,
While politicians are starting to 
talk about the economy return-
ing to growth, most of us are 
tightening our belts and trying 
to manage the relentlessly rising 
cost of living.

As a local employer in the 
Scotch Whisky industry, I want 
people to be able to enjoy a dram 
- responsibly - without feeling 
they can’t afford it.  

Yet I wonder how many of your 
readers realise that when they 
buy an average priced bottle of 
Scotch Whisky they hand over 
79 per cent of what they pay to 
the Chancellor in tax and VAT.

I don’t think that is fair, and 
it is why I would encourage all 
your readers to email their MP at 
www.calltimeonduty.co.uk and 
ask them to urge the chancellor 
to be fair by scrapping the alco-
hol duty escalator and freezing 
alcohol duty in the Budget on 
March 19.
Anthony Wills, Kilchoman 
Distillery.

Gaelic signs   
should reflect 
modern names
Sir,
I enjoyed your informative article 
on the meaning of Inveraray but 
the accompanying photo of a 
road sign including directions 
to the mythical town of Ceann 
Loch Chille Chiarain again 
raised the subject of Gaelic in 
road signs.

a few years ago with directions 
to somewhere in south Kintyre 
called Ceann Loch Chille 
Chiarain, I looked up maps to 

The current Ordnance Survey 
map does refer to Kilkerran on 
the south shores of Campbeltown 
Loch but nowhere did I see a 
Ceann Loch Chille Chiarain.

Indeed, I would have to go 

used before it was changed 
to Campbell’s Town when 

Archibald Campbell, Earl of 
Argyle, was granted the site.

When I consulted Transport 
Scotland about the signs I was 
told they had decided to revert 
to the name last used almost 350 
years ago.

I wonder on whose authority 
this change was made?

The validity of the use of 
bilingual signs, and whether 
they help or confuse strangers 
who are the people they are 
aimed at, has been well aired 
in the past but if Gaelic is to be 
promoted as a modern everyday 
language should the signs not 

I wonder how many readers 
ever refer to Campbeltown as 
Ceann Loch Chille Chiarain?
John Carmichael, Broughty 
Ferry, Dundee.

Isle of Mull 
National Park? 
Sir,
As lovers of the Isle of Mull for 
many years, we are still surprised 
at its continuing lack of National 
Park status.

We wonder what plans are 
afoot for developing a strategy 
for acquiring this important sta-
tus for the island?
Hugh and Jenny Ferris, 
Oxford.

Anger at free ferry 
tickets for tourists
Sir,
In the ‘Year of Homecoming’ 
- honestly - CalMac is giving 
away free tickets for tourists to 
visit the islands. 

So having taken away freight 
RET from the islanders who 
now can’t afford to go away 
never mind ‘homecome’, our 
leaders have sanctioned freebies 
for tourists who if they really 
wanted to go to the isles would 
have paid the ferry costs gladly.

The specimens that make 
up our Holyrood parliament 
still fail to understand that the 
islands are not geared up to cater 
for yet more tourists to block the 
inadequate ferries, roads and 
toilets of the west.

Increased tourism to the isles 
requires better infrastructure 
than exists which means com-
mensurate funding. This has 

minds and Keith Brown before 
so one concludes that the ears 
of cabinet politicians are purely 
ornamental. Holyrood is just as 

indifferent and unaccountable to 
the nation’s more remote com-
munities as Westminster ever 
was.
Peter Isaacson, Isle of Coll.

Thanks
Sir,
Approximately nine weeks ago 
my father, Michael Joseph Peters 
(Mick), was diagnosed with 
terminal cancer. 

He died peacefully at his home 
in Bonawe, where he had lived 
for 20 years, on February 4 with 
myself and his wife, Joan, in 
attendance.

I would like to thank a few 
people who helped us along the 

path.
From Oban’s Lorn and Islands 

Hospital - all of the staff on 
Ward B, Shona, Rachael Simp-
son from Ward A, the cleaning 
ladies, and Gillian Beny, occu-
pational therapist. Hilary Brown 
- Macmillan Nurse and an extra 
special thanks to Lorna Paterson 
and Fiona, the district nurses, 
who made my father comfortable 
at home and ensured his passing 
was peaceful.
Karen Elrick, Surrey. 

A credit to Oban
Sir,
On January 23, I was travelling 
back from Oban to Liverpool 
after working for a few days 
with CalMac. 

I had taken a lift back to Glas-
gow but a few miles out of Oban 
on the road to Inveraray, the car 
I was travelling in, was involved 
in a crash. 

I would like to thank the people 
who helped me. There was a guy 
who stopped to help. He works 
for the lifeboat but I didn’t get 
his name. He was brilliant and 
stayed with us until the police 

ambulance crews, were a credit 
to Oban. 

The staff at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital are amazing people and 
I will never forget all the help 
and support I received, being 
so far from home. Thanks to 
Jimmy and Jerry, the paramed-
ics from Oban who transferred 
me to Paisley. I would also like 
to thank the staff from the ship I 
had been working on, who came 
to visit me.

I am now back in Liverpool, 
looking forward to making a full 
recovery. 
John Wishart.

Same old story, different ending
children speaking a language other than English in an Argyll 
school and asking their teacher if it was acceptable.

Only this time they weren’t told ‘yes’. 
Teachers at St Columba’s Primary School have encouraged 

Polish pupils to retain their native language, a completely oppos-
ing view to education authorities of yesteryear that discouraged 
and dismantled the Gaelic language over previous generations.

Polish is not native to Scotland.
But part of the argument presented by Gaelic language sup-

porters is down to the preservation of a culture.
English is quite rightly the language of the classroom at St 

Columba’s Primary but the 22 children of Polish origin who 
currently attend the school did not stop being Polish when they 
moved to Argyll.

The Scottish Government has spent millions of pounds at-
tempting to halt the decline of Gaelic speakers in this country so 
that many of us can regain our heritage.

In the instance of the Polish pupils at St Columba’s, this identity 
and culture is alive and well and - with a little encouragement 
- will look after itself. Teachers at St Columba’s should be ap-
plauded for recognising this.
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Prices
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout 

the year. The average price of Pacific 
oyster was £0.35 per shell; native oyster, 
£0.60 per shell; scallop, £1.70 per shell; 
queen scallop, £0.10 per shell; and 
mussels £1,200 per tonne. 

The value of the table trade is esti-
mated from the production figures 
shown in Table 1.
Mussel: £7.5 million Pacific oyster: 

£0.95 million
Native oyster: £0.19 million Scallop: £0.10 
million Queen: £0.001 million.
The 2012 total value, at first sale for all 
species, was estimated at £8.7 million, a 
decrease from £9.8 million in 2011.

Employment
The industry employed 171 full-time and 187 
part-time and casual workers during 2012. The 
number of full-time employees remained the 
same while there was an increase of 15 part-
time and casual employees since 2011. The 
number of people employed by the shellfish 
farming industry in Scotland rose by 4% from 
the 2011 total of 343. This increase in employ-
ment and the increase in the number of sites 
producing shellfish indicates a continued confi-
dence within the industry.

Summary
Mussel and Pacific oysters remain the main 
species produced in terms of both value and 
tonnage. Mussel production decreased by 10% 
and Pacific oyster production decreased by 

Native oyster 

sales were 

worth £0.95 

million

The number
of people
employed
by the shell-
fish industry 

rose by 4%

MUSSELS
PRODUCTION: 
WORTH £7.5M

AQUACULTURE
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14% during 2012;
• Production of Pacific 
oysters for on-growing has 

significantly increased 
(128%) in 2012 as 

new markets, 
home and 

abroad,
have been 
established;

• There has 
been a reduc-

tion in queen 
scallop and 

scallop production, 
attributed to poor spat 

fall and severe weather conditions;
• Native oyster production dropped from 
350,000 to 317,000 shells. The sector continues 
to target a strong niche market;
•  Employment levels showed an increase of 4% 

from the previous year, with 358 full, part-time 
and casual staff being employed during 2012.

•  The Scottish shellfish farming industry is 
estimated to be worth £8.7 million at first sale 
value.

•  Surveillance for the shellfish diseases 
Bonamiasis and Marteiliasis was maintained 
in 2012, resulting in no new infected areas. 
Movement restrictions remain in place for the 
presence of Bonamia ostreae at Loch Sunart 
and West Loch Tarbet;

•  For shellfish health purposes, 118 out of 330 
sites were inspected during 2012 as part of a 
risk based surveillance programme imple-
mented under Council 
Directive 2006/88/EC;

•  A surveillance programme targeting Pacific 
oyster farm sites continued in 2012, to detect 
any occurrence of OsHV-1 μvar, no evidence 
of infection was found from samples taken. 
Immediate notification of increased mortal-
ity on farm sites must be reported to Marine 
Scotland Science, Fish Health Inspectorate.

•  The industry is dominated by small produc-
ers, although there was a continued and 
marked trend toward large businesses 
contributing to the annual production of all 
species. production of all species.

The Scottish 
shellfish

industry is
worth £8.7 
million at

first sale

value

The industry 
is still 

dominated
by small 

producers
OYSTER PRODUCTION 
FOR ONGROWING 
INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY

SCALLOP 
PRODUCTION: DOWN
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Fleet size and employment
In 2012, the UK fishing industry had 6,406 fish-
ing vessels compared with 7,578 in 2002, a
reduction of 15 per cent. The fleet in 2012 com-
prised 5,032 10 metre and under vessels and 
1,374 over 10 metre vessels.

Chart 1.1: UK fleet size: 2002 to 2012

There were around 12,450 fishermen in 2012, 
down 12 per cent since 2002. Of these, 5,900 
were based in England (down 9 per cent since 
2002), 1,000 in Wales (down 25 per cent), 
4,700 in Scotland (down 18 per cent) and 800 
in Northern Ireland (up 32 per cent). Part-time 
fishermen accounted for 17 per cent of the total, 
down 2 percentage points over the last ten 
years.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MMO’S SEA 
FISHERIES STATISTICS 2011

Numbers of

fishermen
have fallen

by 12% since 

2002

UK SEA FISHERIES
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2012
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Mike Park
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE SCOTTISH WHITE FISH PRODUCER’S 
ASSOCIATION (SWFPA) 

THE Chief Executive of the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) remains 
as infl uential as ever, with regular trips to Holyrood, Westminister and Brussels on behalf of 
Scotland’s whitefi sh and nephrops sectors. Indeed, as head of the largest association of fi shermen 
in the UK, whose members account for a signifi cant proportion of Scottish and UK landings 
both in terms of volume and income, it is fortunate to have a head respected both by its members 
and by keen conservationists including Prince Charles.

George Eustice
FISHERIES MINISTER

IT’s too early to properly assess the impact of the man who took over as the UK’s new fi sheries 
minister from Richard Benyon, but industry insiders have been impressed by the apparent fi rm 
grasp he has of the issues to hand, despite it being early days in his new role. Indeed, Ian Gatt, 
chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermens Association, refl ected in October that: ‘Our 
fi rst meeting with Mr Eustice was extremely useful and the Association found the Minister to 
be well informed which was demonstrated by his considered responses. Th e Association and the 
Minister agreed to stay in close contact during the autumn negotiating season.’

Martin Leyland
SHETLAND SEAFOOD AUCTIONS 

THE Auction Manager at Shetland Seafood Auctions has overseen an impressive year for the 
Lerwick-based company, and white fi sh landings had already achieved record levels some fi ve 
weeks before the market closed for Christmas. A total of 266,432 boxes had been sold through the 
electronic auction system by 13th November. Th at beats the 263,729 boxes landed in 2008 – the 
previous record year for landings since the system was introduced in 2003. Th e average number of 
boxes landed per week this year is just below 6,000 – compared to just above 5,000 for the whole of 
2012, and this is in part due to the improvements made to both the auctions and the port, during 
Leyland’s watch.

Mark Sheldrick and Darroch Fulton 
LOBSTERMEN

THE two Tarbert lobstermen who saved Sean Taylor’s life when he fell from the 
Blue Angel and was dragged 140ft underwater won the RBS Real Hero Award 
in November. While fi shing for lobster Sean’s leg got caught up in rope from an 
automatic creel shooter. He was underwater for up to 10 minutes before the boat’s 
skipper Mark Sheldrick managed to cut the rope and bring him to the surface. 
Mark got Sean back on the boat and along with Darroch spent the next few minutes 
trying to resuscitate him. Sean, who punctured both lungs and was told that no one 
had survived a situation like it, said: ‘had it not been for the quick reactions of Mark 
and Darroch I wouldn’t be here today.’ 

Dynamic figures from the UK’s 

CATCHING INDUSTRY
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Jim Evans 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WELSH FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
THE pot fi sherman from Aberporth is now also Chairman of the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association, which was formed this year to fi ght against reducing quotas, the potential loss 
of historic fi shing grounds, a desire for sustainable fi sheries and an increasingly participative 
management approach by Welsh Government. Still too early to register any major victories for 
its members, the association’s worth should be more quantifi able in the course of 2014.

Jim Williams
FORMER TRAWLER SKIPPER 

A VETERAN from the golden age of Hull’s fi shing industry, Williams published his 
autobiography, called Swinging Th e Lamp, in November. Th e 86 year-old’s engaging memoir 
follows his life from his career as a boy sailor with the Royal Navy, up to spending 27 years as a 
trawler skipper, and is packed with fascinating anecdotes of a life on the high seas. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the glory days of the Humber’s once pre-eminent deep sea fi shing industry.

Jerry Percy
NEW UNDER TEN FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

THE Chairman of the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association (NUTFA) helped to 
mastermind, with the Support of Greenpeace, the reallocation of £1 million worth of unused 
quota from large boats to the under-10 sector, in a battle that was fi nally vindicated in the High 
Court in July.

Barry Deas 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FISHERMEN’S ORGANISATIONS

THE chief executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (NFFO) has 
long fought the corner for fi shermen from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and, during 
a tumultuous year that has seen negotiations over the new CFP take up a great deal of time 
he has acquitted himself well on behalf of his members, fi ghting a number of battles, not least 
relating to media coverage and controversial allegations by Greenpeace.

Bertie Armstrong
SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION

THE Chief Executive of the SFF is rarely out of the news, and plays a key role in lobbying 
government offi  cials in Edinburgh, London and Brussels on behalf of the 500+ vessels - from 
inshore creel boats, to pelagic trawlers - that he represents. Perhaps the biggest axe he’s been 
grinding over the course of the last few years involves the apparent disparity between the 
abundance of North Sea cod and the reluctance of either scientists or politicians to increase their 
quotas, and this is seemingly beginning to gain greater credibility, so it will be interesting to see 
whether this will fi nally begin to bear fruit for fi shermen in 2014.

DAVID Warwick
WHITE FISH SKIPPER
DAVID Warwick, a veteran fi sherman from Plymouth, has highlighted the challenging nature of 
life at sea by sending tweets relating to an entire day aboard his trawler. Th e initiative, organised 
by the NFFO in a bid to challenge some of the negative perceptions which dog the UK fi shing 
industry, took place during National Fishing Month to raise awareness of the often dangerous 
daily tasks fi shermen perform to put food on the nation’s plate. Since the day he left school 
more than 25 years ago, David has earned a living as a commercial fi sherman. Having built his 
own trawler he set up a commercial fi shing business with his father in 1996. Today he sails from 
Plymouth in his 10.5m trawler Valhalla, catching mixed species including cod and haddock as well 
as whiting and lemon sole.

DAYS GONE BY
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A FORMER manager at 
Glensanda Quarry, who was 
made redundant, has set up his 

Ronald MacMillan, 55, worked 
at the quarry for more than 24 
years but, after being laid off, he 
decided to become his own boss 
and set up Oban Executive Car 

Ronald said: ‘I had the idea 
for a while so I used some of my 
redundancy money to buy a black 

set up in October, so that by the 
time the tourist season kicks in, 
I would be properly established 

‘Initially, I concentrated on 
setting up a Facebook page 
for my business and letting 
establishments, such as hotels, in 

A YOUNG couple who fell in 
love with Oban after visiting 
for just two hours are the new 
owners of Oban Cycles - and 
they’re promising to make some 

Formerly Nevis Cycles, Oban 
Cycles is now owned by Bartosz 
Swieton, 36, and Zoe Wilson, 27, 
who opened the shop on January 
3 and are making plans to re-
imagine the business by stocking 
BMX bikes in an effort to reach 

CARE company Mears is creating 15 new 
jobs in the Oban and Lorn area, as well 
as the same number again in Dunoon, as 

full-time, part-time and shift workers for the 
Oban, Benderloch, Port Appin, Dunollie and 
Lismore areas, to provide support for elderly 

including those with complex conditions 
such as dementia or a learning disability, or 
those just needing a little bit of extra help 

for Mears, said: ‘Our support workers come 
from all backgrounds and previous careers 
and many have found a huge change when 
they’ve come to work in this sector from 

job satisfaction from working so closely with 
people in the community, and by helping 
them to live as independently as possible 

previous experience in the care sector as we 
provide full staff training as well as ongoing 
training and support with the opportunity 

Argyll businesses, particularly 
those in the tourism sector, are 
preparing for the start of the 
new season and turning their 

Many will be taking on 
temporary workers over the 
summer and employers do need 
to be aware of the issues when 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway is on hand to 
help local  businesses understand 

New opportunity 
for fresh meat and 
fish suppliers 
are being invited to a meeting 
in Lochgilphead this month to 

Argyll and Bute Council is 
piloting a new approach to 
consult with suppliers and 
distributors before the tenders 
are created to gain their input 
into how contracts could be 
best allocated to support local 
and small to medium enterprise 

held at the council’s chambers 
in Kilmory on March 25, from 

Not only will the event focus 
on outlining the opportunities 
available, but it will set out  
the procurement process and 
allow suppliers and distributors 
interested in collaborating to 

tender and Business Gateway 
will be in attendance and 

register contact Elaine Appleby 

Islay distillery boss 
appeals for tax cut
an independent Islay distillery 
is urging Chancellor George 
Osborne to cut tax on whisky 
ahead of the forthcoming 

cost of a bottle of whisky goes 
towards the treasury in tax and 

In a letter to The Oban Times,
urging people to sign up to the 

he says: ‘As a local employer in 
the Scotch Whisky industry, I 
want people to be able to enjoy 
a dram - responsibly - without 

‘Yet I wonder how many of 
your readers realise that when 
they buy an average priced 
bottle of Scotch Whisky they 

they pay to the Chancellor in 

Mr Wills has called for the 
scrapping of the alcohol duty 
escalator and a freeze on 

Skye firm up for 
national award
A SKYE business has been 

Skye Farm Shop has only been 
trading for two months and has 
already been shortlisted in the 
‘best new company’ category of 

Martin Maclure, 26, set up the 
business in December last year 
by converting a cabin next to 
Armadale petrol station into his 

Gàidhealtachd History masters 
student said: ‘I am delighted 
to have received an award nomi-
nation so soon after opening, 
it has made me realise how 
supportive the community is 

now looking forward to what 

Skye Farm Shop sells 
locally sourced produce and 
home cooking and is the only 
business in the Highlands to be 

were given key pointers on 

two free business seminars last 

Highlands and Islands (UHI) is 
running 10 free seminars under 
the Let’s Do Business theme, 
designed to let people know 
how the university can help a 
company and showcase the full 
range of training and support 

at the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) last 
Wednesday, on the subject 

Ronald MacMillan set up Oban Executive Car Hire after being made redundant from Glensanda 
Quarry.  

unexpectedly, I began to get 
work through the local funeral 

‘Although it was completely 
unexpected, this has allowed 
me to form a solid base for the 
business and opened up other 

made connections with business 
people in America who will be 

Support
Ronald had support from 

Business Gateway when he 

He said: ‘Business Gateway 
has been a great help and 
provided good support from 

plans with my adviser gave me 

previous experience of setting 
up a business, being able to 

access expert advice and help 
on how to establish my business 

‘Business Gateway also pointed 
me in the right direction when it 
came to accessing funding, and 
offered me much needed support 
on how to use social media 

Angela Vernel, the Business 
Gateway adviser who supported 
Ronald, said: ‘Ronald was 
enthusiastic and passionate about 
his idea but had no experience in 

him focus on a few key areas 
and I’m delighted that he has 

Business Gateway can help you 
set up and develop your own 

Bartosz and Zoe are running adult workshops in store to help inexperienced cyclists on the road. 15_t11bikeshop1

their legal obligations, by 
providing support from business 
advisers, access to workshops 
and a range of practical 
templates relating to taking on 

‘Any small business taking on 
staff, even for a short period over 
the summer, should be aware 
of their responsibilities as an 
employer,’ explains councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre, Argyll and 
Bute Council Policy Lead for 

can help in a variety of ways 
and anyone looking for support 

Business owners need to 
be aware that the moment 
an applicant unconditionally 
accepts a job offer a contract 
of employment comes into 

contract can be oral, written, 
implied or a mixture of all 

Employers have a legal duty 

to provide most employees with 
a written statement of main 
employment particulars within 
two months of the start of their 
employment, even if a written 

Gateway can provide document 
templates for employers to use 
to help with this, including 
offer letters and contracts of 

contact the Business Gateway 

Recruiting the right staff and 

managing them properly can 

a small business, so Business 
Gateway can help in those 

workshops will be available in 
the spring covering ‘Becoming 
an Employer’ and ‘Getting the 

Anyone looking to pre-register 
their interest in these workshops 

New luxury 

hits the road
Former quarry manager takes the 
plunge and becomes his own boss 

out to expert stunt and trick 

were actually planning on 
settling down in Yorkshire and 

the business - and they’ve been 
overwhelmed by the welcome 
they’ve received in Oban since 

Zoe said: ‘We saw the shop for 
sale on the internet and decided 

and two hours after we arrived 

in Oban, we decided to go for 

we imagined our future here 

Bartosz added: ‘It’s a fantastic 
place and we are really happy 

local businesses and we are 
always happy to help promote 

Bartosz has more than nine 
years’ experience working as a 
mechanic while Zoe has four, 

having also worked as a primary 

Among the new services Oban 
Cycles is offering are same-day 
services and adult workshops 
run in store to teach cyclists how 
to repair punctures on the road 
and ensure safety on busy rural 

create job opportunities and 
take on apprentices in the busier 

Fifteen new care jobs for Oban and Lorn

Young couple quick off the 

Helping employers prepare for seasonal recruitment

of sourcing funding, while a 
day later Fort William’s West 
Highland College hosted a 
seminar on employing and 

Gary I Campbell, who 
organised the event in 
conjunction with Business 
Gateway, said: ‘Overall, both the 
Oban and Fort William events 

Both were well attended 
and there was a real debate in 
both locations that was very 
informative for not only UHI 
and its academic partners but for 

‘In Oban, a very clear path was 
outlined on how to be properly 

prepared to ask for investment 
in a business – this included 
addressing how much money you 
need, how you’re going to use it, 
what income it will generate and 
also, very importantly, how you 

on how best to use local 
suppliers and how smaller local 
businesses could sell to larger 
national organisations which 
would, of course, help with the 
sales necessary for a business to 

‘In Fort William, the venue 

main issues that came up were 
how to get properly skilled staff 

and retain them, and what the 
education sector was doing to 
help prepare students of all ages 

Students from Argyll and West 
Highland Colleges provided the 
catering for the event as part 
of their training, while music 
students from both provided 

Gary added: ‘We took a number 
of actions away from both events 
and there is certainly an intention 

two of 10 events that will be held 

‘We’ll work out what to do next 
after the whole series has been 
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TREAT YOUR MUM ON 
MOTHERING 

SUNDAY
Sunday, March 30

Mum’s Wish List
Chocolates
Spa break
Beauty treatment
Cake
A meal out
Jewellery
Flowers
No washing-up
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T H E  L O C H S I D E  H O T E L

� � � Mother’s day High Tea  £14.50 per person  12noon till 8pm � � �

A friendly family-run hotel on the shores of Loch Indaal.
10 en-suite bedrooms, a lounge bar with over 300 malts and a bustling all-day restaurant 

serving fresh local seafood with spectacular views across the Loch.
We are open all year round and a warm welcome is assured 

in one of the best whisky bars in the world.
E-mail: bookings@lochsidehotel.co.uk   Shore Street, Bowmore. Tel: 01496 810244

IF EVER anyone deserved a day of thanks, 
surely it is your mother. She raised you, looks 
after you and gives you her unconditional love 
no matter what.
If anyone has ever summed up that commitment, surely it was the 
American writer Ambrose Bierce, who described a sweater as a 
garment worn by a child when its mother is feeling chilly.

So this Mothering Sunday, why not make a point of showing her 
that you really appreciate all her efforts and really spoil her for the 
day? 

gifts but gifts that really show you love her.

Taking mum out for a meal is a great way to say thanks; not only 

is it a nice treat, but it will give the family a chance to get together 
and catch up.

Of course, if you want to make her feel really special, you could 
take her for a day of pampering, perhaps a day at the spa or a 
shopping trip.

For a lasting gift, you could treat her to a mother/family photoshoot, 
or even buy her some jewellery just for her. Most jewellers can 
engrave items with a message of your choice, ideal to help mark 
the occasion for more than just one year.

If you really want to push the boat out, you could even book your 
mum into a hotel for complete relaxation and unwinding time. 

The most important gift of all though is telling her how you really 
feel, and what better way to express your gratitude, appreciation 
and love than with a card.  

APRIL
ISSUE
OUT NOW

Jules Lines: A head
for heights 
The Admirable
Crichton
Argyll gets 
beaver fever
The best from this
year’s Nature
Photography Awards

10

INSIDE
ROB ROY
COUNTRY -
A life less 
ordinary in the 
Trossachs

WIN A £400 
Francis Boag Print

What makes 
Sandy McCall 
Smith tick?

Spring break 
destinations
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Advertising here is FREE
Simply email details of your event to

whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

THURSDAY – March 13
7.30pm, Oban High School Pipe Band & Friends in Concert, Corran 
Halls, Oban

FRIDAY- March 14
Viewing (5.00pm) Auction (6.00pm), Charity bric-a-brac Auction, 
Crianlarich Village Hall

SATURDAY - March 15 
2.30pm, Appin Historical Society, 2.30pm.

3pm, National Collective Argyll, Rowantree Hotel.

7.45pm, An Comunn Gaidhealeach, Meur Chruachain Ceilidh, Taynuilt 
Village Hall.

WEDNESDAY - March 19
7.30pm, Netherlorn Piping Society, Argyllshire Gathering Halls.

THURSDAY - March 20 to March 22
7.30pm,  60TH North Lorn drama festival, Appin Village Hall

SATURDAY - March 22
7.30pm, Oban Bach Choir and Orchestra, St John’s Cathedral.

8pm, Lorn Show Ceilidh Dance with Gunna Sound, North Connel Hall.

SATURDAY March 29 
10.00am, Stalls for sale at Rockfield PTA Daffodil Tea, Rockfield 
Primary School

A CAPACITY audience 
packed the Royal Hotel, 
Portree for the March meet-
ing of the Skye Accordion 
and Fiddle Club looking 
forward to an evening of 

They were not to be 

-

delighted the audience 

which included a trio who 
-

companied by their fellow 

from Spean Bridge gave 
-

cordion while local accor-

entertainment were Ceitidh 

time accompanying on 

-
rina Campbell and Ellie 

while later in the evening 

-

-

roof with a wonderfully 

and more than a little hilar-

-
-

Their performance of The 
Typewriter which featured 

-

The evening of great mu-

forward to their next meet-

the Royal Hotel, Portree on 

Guest stars Malcolm Ross and Leonard Brown entertained a packed audience at a Skye 
Accordion and Fiddle Club meeting.

Fantastic music-filled 
evening enjoyed in Skye

then even more arrived 

Local man Hecky Hend-

brain condition which af-
Brian McKechnie, Fife 

hard to get hold of the money 
-

Organisers and attendees had a great night at the Huntington’s fundraising dinner dance in the West End Hotel. From 
left: Brian McKechnie, Brian Gray, Belle Henderson and Hecky Henderson. 20_f11funds01

Fort William dinner dance raises 
over £1,000 for Scottish charity

which were local people who have family in the band or 

like to thank the Oban community for the help they give 

Oban Pipe band members, drummer Jenny Livingstone,  Pipe Major Euan Dewar and piper Jamie McAndrew offered 
their assistance at the soup lunch last Saturday. 15_t11souplunch1 

-

Hotel under former Scot-

A unique and trailblazing 
menu, including Scarlet 

Argyll lamb, Appin honey 

Left: Gary’s own ‘Goldie 
Bars’ were given to guests 

at the end of their meal. 
16_t10goldie03

Below: Gary Goldie 
explains what is involved 

in his creative dishes. 
16_t11goldie02

Oban’s newest 
restaurant 

-

-

county for the celebration, 

regional director, David 

celebrate our national drink 
than here?

world with a line-up of truly 

incredibly exciting year and 

drink in cooking, to looking 

-

-

Mull Theatre, meanwhile, 

-

Argyll and Bute to host first ever 
Whisky Month this summer

-

-
tract a large audience to the 

prime mover and became 
the founding conductor of 

-

the celebration at the April 

Ann Kennedy, from Loch-
aber, will be performing 

-

-

performer, producer, writer 

attraction and conductor 

-

Oban’s Strathspey and 
Reel Society prepare for 
Jubilee concert

and will now tour the USA 

Handling Emergency 

-
tional category at the USA 

-
tival and the Reel Paddling 

excitement of kayaking 

-

all three of the kayaking 

of people will learn how to 

to come and experience 

The kayaking and produc-

Gordon Brown and Simon Willis: celebrating triple 
awards success.

-

-

the alarm and be located 

are available at SeaKayak-

West Highland sea kayak film 
success in North America

Cragganmore
12 Year Old Single 
Malt
40% ABV
Approximately £30

easy to fall into the 
trap of categorising 
malts into regions, 
then believing all to 
be the same if they 
sit in that category.
It can dull the senses, 
or worse, prejudice 
them, before you take the time to enjoy the 
character of each individual from that region.
That in itself is a fairly good lesson for life; but 
can be applied healthily to whisky too - as can 
most of life’s lessons.
Lest the lesson be forgotten about gluttony, 

enjoyment of such drinks as the Cragganmore 
12.
Yes, it is not the most complex of malts, but it 
most certainly is a classic and one which should 
not be overlooked.
A consistently enjoyable dram, the Cragganmore 
is an ideal way to round off a hearty meal with 

Lively on the nose, you’ll pick up scents of honey 
with a spicy tinge, coupled with fruity sweets, 
glazed nuts, apples and caramel. It’s the perfect 
drink for autumn or spring; like a reminder of the 
season to come, or which has just passed.

coupled with a malty linger and roasted nuts; 
a late rush of vanilla ice-cream chasing off the 
caramel.

chocolate lingering. 
While it is not groundbreaking, the Cragganmore 
is always reliably enjoyable and can even spring 
a surprise or two. 
Most telling of all though is how you’ll have to 
remind yourself not to over-indulge - as this is a 
drink you’ll just keep on enjoying.

JR Fergusson
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• The Monuments Men (12A)
The film focuses on an Allied platoon made 
up of seven museum directors, curators, 
and art historians. They are tasked with 
going into Nazi Germany in the closing 
stages of World War II to rescue artworks 
requisitioned by the Nazi returning them 
to their rightful owners after the mass 
looting.
• The Book Thief (12A)
The Book Thief tells the story of an 
extraordinary, spirited young girl sent to 
live with a foster family in WWII Germany. 
Intrigued by the only book she brought with 
her, she begins collecting books as she finds 
them. With the help of her new parents and 
a secret guest under the stairs, she learns 
to read and creates a magical world that 
inspires them all.
• Tinker Bell and The Pirate Fairy 
(U)
When a misunderstood dust-keeper 
fairy named Zarina steals Pixie Hollow’s 
all-important Blue Pixie Dust and flies 
away to join forces with the pirates of Skull 

Rock, Tinker Bell and her fairy friends must 
embark on the adventure of a lifetime to 
return it to its rightful place.
• The Invisible Woman (12A)
Nelly (Felicity Jones), a happily-married 
mother and schoolteacher, is haunted 
by her past. Her memories, provoked by 
remorse and guilt, take us back in time 
to follow the story of her relationship with 
Charles Dickens (Ralph Fiennes) with 
whom she discovered an exciting but fragile 
complicity. Dickens - famous, controlling 
and emotionally isolated within his success 
- falls for Nelly, who comes from a family 
of actors. The theatre is a vital arena for 
Dickens - a brilliant amateur actor - a man 
more emotionally coherent on the page or 
on stage, than in life. As Nelly becomes the 
focus of Dickens’ passion and his muse, for 
both of them secrecy is the price, and for 
Nelly a life of “invisibility”.
• A New York Winter’s Tale (12A)
New York City is subsumed in arctic winds, 
dark nights, and white lights, its life 
unfolds, for it is an extraordinary hive of the 

imagination, the greatest house ever built, 
and nothing exists that can check its vitality. 
One night in winter, Peter Lake (Colin 
Farrell) orphan and master-mechanic, 
attempts to rob a fortress-like mansion on 
the Upper West Side. Though he thinks the 
house is empty, the daughter of the house is 
home. Thus begins the love between Peter, 
a middle-aged Irish burglar, and Beverly 
Penn (Jessica Brown Findley) a young girl, 
who is dying.
• The Color Purple (15)
Taking place in the Southern United States 
during the early 1900s to late 1930s, 
the movie tells the life of a poor African 
American woman named Celie (Whoopi 
Goldberg) whose abuse begins when she 
is young. By the time she is 14, she has 
already had two children by her father. He 
takes them away from her at childbirth and 
forces the young Celie (Desreta Jackson) 
to marry a wealthy young local widower 
named Albert Johnson, known to her only 
as “Mister” (Danny Glover), who treats her 
like a slave.

The Monuments Men Thurs 13th 21.00

The Book Thief Thurs 13th 18.00

Tinker Bell and Thurs 13th 18.30 2D (screen 2) Fri 14th 16.00 3D
The Pirate Fairy Sat 15th 13.00 2D, 15.30 3D Sun 16th 13.30 3D

The Invisible Woman Fri 14th 18.00 Sat 15th 21.00
Sun 16th 16.00 Mon 17th 21.00
Tues 18th 18.00 Wed 19th 21.00
Thurs 20th 18.00

A New York Fri 14th 21.00 Sat 15th 18.00
Winter’s Tale Sun 16th 19.00 Mon 17th 18.00

Tues 18th 21.00 Wed 19th 18.00
Thurs 20th 21.00

The Color Purple Mon 17th 14.00 Te
l: 
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To advertise in our community noticeboard
call 01631 568000

31st Highlands & 
Islands Music & 
Dance Festival
(2-4 May, 2014)

Syllabus/ Entry Forms
from ‘Oban Music’ or 

Tel: 01631 710302
www.obanfestival.org

Closing date:
March 17, 2014

The Lorn Show
Ceilidh Dance

With
Gunna Sound
Saturday 22nd March

North Connel Hall 8pm
Tickets £10

Available from Oban Music
Under 14’s free (Must be 
accompanied by an adult)

Supper, Licenced

An Comunn Gàidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch)

CEILIDH
 in TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY, 15th March 2014 at 7.45 p.m.
Singers: Linda MacLeod, Lyle Kennedy (Mod Gold Medallist)

Joanie MacLachlan (Fiddle), Michael Garvin (Accordion), Calum 
Garvin (Accordion)

Piper: Andy Matthews, Isla Sinclair Dancers
Fear an taighe: Duncan MacDonald 

Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children £2.00

OBAN ART 
SOCIETY

The talk due to 
be held on Friday 

evening, 21st March 
has been

CANCELLED
due to unforeseen 

circumstances.

APPIN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Worm’s Eye View of the 
Crimea -

Letters Home from the 
Trenches, Part Two
Saturday 15 March 

2.30pm
Port Appin Hall

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

NETHERLORN PIPING SOCIETY
Guest Player

The internationally renowned
FRED MORRISON

(supported by Angus
MacColl’s pupils)

Wednesday 19th March 2014
in the Argyllshire Gathering Halls

at 7.30pm
Entry: Adults £3, Children Free

Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Ricardo Garcia

Flamenco Flow
Saturday 15th March

Dance/guitar workshops (daytime) 
Evening performance

01852 500746 
cvh.artsevents@gmail.com

www.craignishvillagehall.org.uk
Licensed bar

SATURDAY, MARCH 22nd, 2014 at 7.30pm 
St. John’s Cathedral, Oban

THE CREATION
an oratorio by Haydn

OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
CLIONA CASSIDY - Soprano,

FRASER SIMPSON - Tenor, SIMON HANNIGAN - Bass
Conductor - NORMAN NICHOLSON

Seat with programme (obtainable at the door)
£9.00 (Concessions £7.00)

FORT WILLIAM Ac-
cordion and Fiddle Club 
held their March meeting 
in the Railway Club, 
Inverlochy, with musicians 
from near and far coming 
to perform. 

Royal National Mòd 
winner Robert Robertson 
from Fort William was 
a guest artist at the club, 
entertaining the audience 
by singing solo and play-
ing accordion as part of a 

band. 
Other band members 

included Ross Wilson of 
Mull on keyboard, Hugh 
MacCallum from Fort 
William on drums and 
Ali Levak of Dingwall on 

pipes and whistle. 
As usual, the successful 

evening ended with a rous-
ing stramash. 

Next meeting will be 
April 1 in the Railway 
Club.

Fort William Accordion and Fiddle Club enjoyed a stramash at the end of the March meeting.

Musical stramash ends a successful 
evening at the Railway Club

BENDERLOCH piper 
Angus MacColl was among 
the prizewinners at this 
year’s Uist and Barra Piping 
Competition in Glasgow.

The competition, organ-
ised by the Uist and Barra 

event on the Scottish solo 
piping calendar.

MacColl won the piobai-
reachd, claiming the The 
Glasgow Highland Club 
Silver Medal and The Fin-
lay MacKenzie Challenge 
Trophy.

Pipe Major Gordon Walker 
won the Ceol Beag, while 
Gordon McCready won the 
Jig.

However, the consist-

ency of Findlay Johnstone 
across all disciplines saw 
him take the overall prize, 
The Charles Hepburn Rose 
Bowl. 

Results
Ceol Mor/Piobaireachd: 

1 Angus MacColl, 2 Iain 
Speirs, 3 Douglas Murray, 
4 Finlay Johnstone, 5 Pipe 
Major Gordon Walker.

Ceol Beag: 1 Pipe Major 
Gordon Walker, 2 Gordon 
McCreadie, 3 Finlay John-
stone, 4 David Wilton, 5 
Alasdair Henderson.

Jig: 1 Gordon McCready, 2 
Finlay Johnstone, 3 Alasdair 
Henderson, 4 Pipe Major 
Gordon Walker, 5 Douglas 
Murray.

Angus MacColl is a 
prizewinner again

LOCHABER Community 
Wind Band will perform in 
the Ben Nevis Hotel next 
Friday (March 21).

In association with the 
local Rotary Club, the band 
has arranged an evening of 
varied musical entertain-
ment starting from 7pm. 

After the interval, the 

musicians will become the 
Great Glen Swing Band, 
under the conductorship of 

and change the tempo to 
recreate the era of swing.

Tickets can be purchased 
from the Alexandra Hotel 
or any member of the wind 
band and Rotary club. 

Lochaber Community Wind Band 
performing next Friday

A GROUP of 86 pupils and 
staff from Lochaber High 
School enjoyed the sights 
and sounds of London on 
the annual sixth year trip to 
the city.

On the menu were visits 
and activities including 
Tower of London, Madame 
Tussaud’s, Churchill War 

Rooms, BBC Broadcasting 
House, Emirates Stadium, 
Wimbledon, National Gal-
lery, South Kensington 
Museums and the London 
Dungeon. 

Theatre shows on offer 
this year were ‘Matilda’, 
‘The Lion King’, ‘We Will 
Rock You’ and ‘The Com-

mitments’. 
And a two-hour, continu-

ous team challenge at an 
indoor go-karting venue 
proved to be a very popular 
addition to the itinerary this 
year. 

The group stayed at the 
Meininger Hotel in South 
Kensington and travelled 

around London by Under-
ground to enjoy meals out 
at Carluccio’s and Hard 
Rock Café, plus shopping 
in Oxford Street.

 The last day of the trip 
started with everybody 
enjoying the view from the 
London Eye before board-
ing the coaches for the long 

trip home.
Head teacher Jim Suth-

erland said: ‘This was our 
eighth annual trip which 
has seen over 600 pupils 
travelling to London. 

‘The heavily subsidised 
trip is a reward for sixth 
years who have made a 
positive contribution as 

prefects and who will soon 
come to the end of their 
time at the school.

‘As always, the trip was 
great fun, extremely tiring 
for all involved and an 
excellent opportunity for 
young people to experience 
city life before leaving 
school.’

A visit to Broadcasting House was on the itinerary for Lochaber High School sixth years.

Lochaber senior pupils experience London

Bringing great tunes and plenty hilarity to proceedings at 
last Wednesday’s Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club were 
the West Telferton Band from Midlothian. They are, from 

left, standing: Colin Garvin, brother of Oban accordion 
player Michael; fiddle player Andrew Knight; and Max 
Ketchin on drums. Seated is accordion player Richard 

Ross. 16_t11accor01

THE 40th Lochaber Mu-
sic Festival, which will 
see hundreds of young 
competitors singing, play-
ing, reciting or dancing in 
more than 150 different 
classes over six days, gets 
underway in Fort William 
tomorrow (Friday).

Festival chairperson 
Lilian MacDonald said 
numbers of entries were 
high, with a notable in-
crease in vocal classes.

She said: ‘We are de-
lighted to have so many 
people taking part again 
this year. 

‘Preparations are well in 
hand, we have an excel-
lent team of adjudicators 
and it promises to be a 

busy but enjoyable week. 
‘Please come along and 

support the performers 
during the daytime or in 
the evenings - you will 
certainly be entertained.’

The event opens with 
piping and chanter 
competitions, followed 
on Saturday by piping, 

-
dion, clarsach and Scots 
piano classes culminating 
in the premier traditional 
instrumental award com-
petition in Lochaber High 
School Hostel at 3.10pm.

The festival continues 
on Monday with speech 
classes (poetry) and sing-
ing during the day, and 

playing at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel. 

Tuesday has more 
strings, wind and piano 
classes during the day fol-
lowed by  Scottish coun-
try dancing at Kilmallie 
Community Centre.

An exciting evening is 
in store at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel with the young mu-
sician of the year competi-
tions and the premier vocal 
and instrumental award 
competitions which, like 
the traditional award on 
Saturday, feature the best 
solo performers from the 
festival. 

We d n e s -
day has 

c h o i r s , 

action drama, group 
music making and wind 
classes. 

The festival rounds off 
with the Grand Festival 
Concert on Thursday 
in Caol Primary School 
hall at 7pm, featuring a 
selection of the best per-
formances from the whole 
week, along with the pres-
entation of trophies.

The festival ‘help desk’ 
will be at the Alexandra 
Hotel during the day 
on Mon-Wed as usual. 
Programmes are avail-
able from Fort William 
Library or Lochaber High 

Sisters Francesca, (left) and Helena Rose were named junior and senior Young Musician of the Year at last year’s 
festival. The girls are pictured with Lochaber Rotary Club president Sheana Fraser. 20_f11music03

Lochaber prepares for 
40th Music Festival

A SLIDESHOW of Old 
Oban by Bob McCulloch 
and Charlie Drummond 
took members of Appin 
SWRI back in time at their 
February meeting.

Linda MacLeod welcomed 
members to the meeting 
in Port Appin Hall and 
introduced speakers Bob 
and Charlie. 

Members were treated to a 
selection of slides showing 
the changes in and around 
Oban over the years. 

It was a most interesting 

and entertaining evening 
and Bob and Charlie were 
accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks by Margaret Ross.

Competition results: Three 
oven scones: Gold - Barbara 
Carmichael, Silver - Jessie 
MacKenzie, Red - Chris-
sie Malone, Blue - Myra 
MacDougall, Green - Ellen 
MacCorquodale.

Three cheese scones: 
Gold - Helen Currie, Silver 
- Alison MacCorquodale, 
Silver - Doreen Evans, Red 
- Angela McLaughlin.

West Telferton Band 
entertain in Oban

Appin SWRI members take a trip 
down memory lane

ANNUAL HARRIS 
CEILIDH

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, March 22 @ 7.30pm

Freddy MacKenzie, Ellen 
MacDonald, Emma MacLeod, 

Rebecca MacLeod,Norman 
MacKinnon

Piper: Alastair MacDonald
Fear an Taighe: Roddy Shaw

Music by Robert Nairn
Admission £10
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Tel: 01631 568020

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

DRIVETIMES

MERCEDES 
220  2005

£5000 o.n.o.

Full years 
MOT, taxed till 

September, 
fully service history, 

very clean car.

Tel: 
07977148625

£200 o.n.o.

Old but dry 
and in good 

condition
for age.

Telephone: 
07786963279
for view or info

2 BERTH 
10’ 6” 

DIPLOMAT 
CARAVAN

BOAT FOR SALE

£22,950

2010 Orkney Pilothouse 20 Mark II powered by Yamaha 80HP 
four stroke engine with Yamaha 5HP auxiliary. As new condition 
due to very limited use since purchase (less than 10 hours on the 

motors). Trailer and Raymarine chart plotter included.

Tel: 07748 345701

AUDI TT 2.0T FSI
QUATTRO SPORT

£17,475 o.n.o.

Coupe 3d 1984cc S tronic, 2010, 14,500 miles, blue, petrol,
automatic, MOT Sept 14, one previous owner, excellent 
condition, very reluctant sale due to relocation abroad.

Tel 01770 600242

£1,000 o.n.o.

Aug 2002, Diesel, 173595 miles, No MOT, rear 
seats, tow bar, ideal off road vehicle

Tel 01770 600242

COMMERCIAL 4X4
ISUZU TROOPER

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 

WE WONT BE 
BEATEN ON 

PRICE FINANCE 
SETTLED, INSTANT 
COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED
URGENTLY

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

WANTED

Caravans,
Campervans and 

Motor Homes, 
any year, size 
or condition 
considered,

Best prices paid, 
Will pay cash and 

collect.

Telephone: 
0754 3359961

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDI

£6000

10 plate, 55000 miles, FSH and dealer serviced. 
Immaculate inside and out. 12 months MOT and tax.

Tel: 01546 606996 or 07769 853694

WANTED

All types of 
motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any 
age or condition. 

We also buy water 
damaged or in need 

of repair. Also all 
types of touring 
caravans from 
95 onwards. 

Telephone: 
01250 884306

or mobile
07885 203020

Only £399 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 562755
Mobile:

07730094865

OLD LUNAR
2 BERTH
CARAVAN

WANTED

All types of good 
quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, 
Kia, Ford etc and all 4 
x 4 pickups, must be 
good condition and 
reasonable mileage. 

Older 4 x 4’s and non 
runners/MOT failures 

etc considered. 

Will collect.

Telephone: 
07546 788945 

WANTED

Wanted all 4 x 
4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, 

land cruiser, all 
pickups single or 
double cabs, any 
condition, runner 
or not, high miles 

no problem.
Telephone: 

07703490572 ask 
for Robert

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

£2950 NO VAT

57 Reg, Low mileage 58K, 
Tow bar, Ply-lined, 
New snow tyres, 

New MOT & TAX, VGC.

Telephone: 
07768 506826

CITROEN
BERLINGO

VAN

Call now to 

Tel: 01631 568020

£1695 o.n.o.

Abs/tcs, heated grips, data 
tag, recent new battery, 

silencers, rear tyre, Baglux 
tank cover.

Taxed, MOT May 2014. 
Good condition for year.

Telephone: 
07956 668862

HONDA PAN 
EUROPEAN ST1100, 

1993

£2,750 + VAT

Complete with side 
door, 2008, 85,500 

miles, good condition 
& serviced.

Telephone: 
01586 553031 

or
07917 690974

FORD
TRANSIT
CONNECT

VAN

AUDI A3 2010, S-LINE, 2 LITRE
TURBO, PETROL.

£14,800

Top of the range, British Racing Green, tan leather upholstery, 
37,200 miles. Immaculate inside and out. Too many features to 

list. Beautiful car for summer.

Tel: 07721 030489

Seafield Mitsubishi
45A Harbour Road, Inverness
01463 225800

NEW MITSUBISHI

4x4
RANGE

Let it work for you!

www.seafieldmotors.co.uk

PLUS
VAT

L200 TROJAN
AVAILABLE NOW FROM ONLY

£15,999+ VAT & RFL

or Contact Hire one
FROM
ONLY £189

PER MONTH

from £14,999

from £23,699

from £26,199

* on all new L200s only* ll L200 l

£3500

MOT and Taxed
£30 Road Tax
Up to 65 MPG
Great wee car.

Telephone: 
07810 481987

FORD FUSION
2008 1.6 TDCI
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Lending for house purchase in 
Scotland in the fourth quarter of 
2013 at highest level since mid-2008

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Window Repairs

Window Blinds

Stalls and lochside shops for rent

LETTINGS
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
SALES
PROPERTY REVIEWS
PROPERTY NEWS
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO LET

Call now to 

property in 

Tel: 01631 
568010

SMALL SHOP/ OFFICE
UNIT TO LET IN OBAN 

Lease term variable and 

express interest in the 
lease contact, 

David McGregor, Simmers & 
Co, Chartered Accountants, 
Albany Chambers, Albany 
Street on 01631 562169 or 

by e mail at 

In the fourth quarter of 2013, the 
number of loans for house purchase 
in Scotland reached its highest level 
since the second quarter of 2008, new 
Council of Mortgage Lenders data 
shows.

Lending for house purchase

As in the UK overall, lending to home-
owners for house purchase in Scotland 
increased in the fourth quarter, with 
15,400 loans in total being advanced, 
up by 3 per cent compared to the 
third quarter of 2013 and up by 24 per 
cent compared to the fourth quarter 
of 2012.

The value of these loans in this period 
also increased to £1.9bn, up 3 per cent 
compared to the third quarter and an 
increase of 30 per cent compared to 
the fourth quarter 2012.

Overall in Scotland in 2013, the total 
number of loans for house purchase 
was 54,100, up 15 per cent compared 
to 2012. The value of these loans 
in total was £6.5bn, up 19 per cent 
compared to 2012.

First-time buyers

In the fourth quarter of 2013, 6,700 
loans were advanced to first-time 
buyers in Scotland. This is the largest 
number in a single quarter since the 
fourth quarter of 2007. This was an 
increase of 3 per cent compared to 
the third quarter of 2013 and up 26 
per cent on quarter four 2012.

A total of £680m was lent to first-
time buyers in Scotland in the fourth 
quarter of 2013 which was up 3 per 
cent compared to the second quarter 
and up 39 per cent compared to the 
fourth quarter 2012.

First-time buyers in Scotland tended 
to borrow less, relative to income, 
compared to the UK overall, because of 
comparatively lower property prices. 
First-time buyers in Scotland typically 
borrowed 2.95 times their income, 
slightly down from 2.96 in the third 
quarter of 2013 but more than the 2.88 
times borrowed in the last quarter of 
2012. This is still considerably less than 
the 3.40 UK average in the last quarter 
of 2013.

Home movers

In the fourth quarter of 2013, the 
number of loans to home movers 
in Scotland was 8,600, up 4 per cent 
compared to the third quarter and up 
by 19 per cent compared to quarter 
four 2012. The value of these loans 
was £1.2bn, an increase of 3 per cent 
compared to the third quarter and up 
26 per cent compared to the fourth 
quarter of 2012.

Overall for 2013, home movers took 
out a total of 30,100 loans in Scotland, 
an increase of 9 per cent compared 
to 2012. In value this totalled £4.1bn, 
which was up 12 per cent compared 
to 2012.

Iain Malloch, chairman of CML 
Scotland, commented: ‘The strong 
upward trend in lending seen in 
2013 gives grounds for optimism, 
suggesting that improved mortgage 
availability and economic recovery are 
creating greater activity in the Scottish 
housing market. First-time buyers 
have been a crucial driver throughout 
2013, and the CML anticipates this 
growth in the market will continue 
into 2014.’

west coast
PROPERTY
west coast
PROPERTY

ROOM TO LET 
IN CONNEL,
en-suite with 

off-street parking, 

Telephone 
07748808237

A

G

W

TOMISH TRAINING
LGV DRIVER TRAINING IN THE 

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF

COURSES INCLUDING

LGV AND 
VAN + TRAILER (B+E)

T: 01463 741458  M: 07760 773 626
email: tom@tomish-training.co.uk

www.tomish-training.co.uk

T

F

Knotweed Control

west coast
PROPERTY



Top 10 interview questions
Avoid surprises — interviews need preparation. Some questions come up time and time again — usually about you, your experience and the job itself. We’ve 
gathered together the most common questions so you can get your preparation off to a flying start.

Your skills
Typical questions an interviewer 
might ask:
> What are your strengths and 

weaknesses?
> What can you do for us that other 

candidates can’t?
> What would your colleagues and 

friends consider as your best 
qualities?

> Why should we hire you?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: can you do the job?

Know your strengths, and mention 
ones that are relevant to the job 
you’re being interviewed for. It ’s 
important to quote examples of 
when you used the skills; it ’s not 
enough to just say you have the 
skills. Typical strengths employers 
look for are:

> Communication - the ability to get 
on with a wide range of people

> Team working - the ability to be 
an effective team leader or team 
member

> IT skills - most jobs these days 
need some IT skills

> Good attitude - hard worker, 
honest, polite, co-operative

> Problem solving - using your 
initiative to identify solutions

> Enthusiasm - employers like 
someone positive

> Quick learner - so you can take on 
new tasks

> Determination - shows you are 
focused on achieving goals

> Flexibility - doing a variety of tasks 
to achieve a common goal.

If you’re asked about weaknesses, 
don’t list many - only mention one! 
Choose a minor flaw that isn’t essen-
tial to the job. Turn it into a positive, 
such as how you’ve worked on the 
weakness. Or you could present it as 
an opportunity for development.

Good answers:
Strengths: ‘I’m a good organiser, and 
I plan everything in detail. I showed 
this when I was given a new project, 
and I had to get it up and running 
from scratch.’
Weaknesses: ‘Sometimes I’m too 
enthusiastic when working on a new 
project. But I’ve learned to adjust 
to everyone else’s pace, and not go 
charging ahead.’

The employer
Typical questions:
> Why do you want to work here?
> What do you know about our 

company?
> What can you do for us that 

someone else can’t?

What the interviewer really wants 
to know: Do you know what we do? 
Why have you chosen to apply to this 
company?

The interviewer wants to know 
you’ve done your homework and 
that you know about the organisa-
tion and its aims. They want to know 
you’ve thought it through and you’ve 
chosen to apply to them for a good 
reason. Show your knowledge of the 
company by having some facts and 
figures at the ready, such as:

> the size of the organisation
> what the product or service is
> last year’s turnover figures
> latest developments in the field
> the history, goals, image and 

philosophy of the employer.
When talking about why you want to 
work for the employer, focus on what 
you can do for them, not on what 
they can do for you.

Good answer:
‘Smith’s is a respected firm with a 
reputation for high quality work, and 
I’d like to be part of that success. The 
quality of my work is important to 
me, so I feel I’d be at the right place. 
I’ve also heard you invest in your staff 
by training and developing them.’

About the job
Typical questions:
> What will the main tasks and 

responsibilities be in this job?
> What do you think the main 

challenges will be?
> What would you do in the first 

day/week/month/year?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: Do you know what the job’s all 
about?

The interviewer wants to know if you 
fully understand what the job will 
involve. They want to know why you 
think you’d be good at it, and how 
you’d approach it if they offer you 
the job. To answer this question well, 
make sure you read the job descrip-
tion thoroughly and research how 
the organisation operates.

Good answer:
‘The main task is to supervise a team of 
sales staff to ensure they exceed sales 
targets. It’s my responsibility to motivate 
them and pass on my sales experience 
to enable them to achieve more.’

Your ambitions
Typical questions:
> What are your goals?
> Where do you see yourself in five 
years time?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: How ambitious are you?
This is your chance to show how 
enthusiastic you are to get on. (You 
should avoid sounding too aggres-
sive and over-ambitious: ‘I want to 
become managing director in three 
years’.) Avoid sounding unenthusias-
tic and passive: ‘I’m not sure - I’ll see 
how it goes’.

To avoid this, you could talk in terms 
of short-term and long-term goals. 
Remember you are at the interview 
for that particular job - so your short-
term goal should be to get that job 
for the time being. Then you can start 
talking about moving on higher.

Good answer:
‘My immediate aim is to get a trainee 
chef position, then to work through 
NVQs level 2 and 3 to become a 
qualified chef.’

Your work history
Typical questions:
> Why did you leave your last job?

> Tell me about a typical day in your 
current/previous job

> What experience have you got 
from previous jobs?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: What have you done in your 
previous jobs?
When talking about previous jobs, 
focus on the positives. Even if you 
think your previous or current job 
wasn’t very demanding, if you jot 
down the tasks and responsibilities 
it will sound more impressive than 
you think. You will have learned 
something, so mention it. Focus 
on the skills and experience that 
are relevant to the job you’re being 
interviewed for.

Don’t bring up negative things like 
having a dispute with a colleague or 
your boss. And don’t criticise previ-
ous employers.

Good answer:
‘In my current job I have developed 
my knowledge of computer software 
packages. But now I’m ready for a 
new challenge, and want to use these 
skills in a more customer-focused 
role.’

Your motivation
Typical questions:
> What motivates you?
> Which tasks do you get the most 

satisfaction from?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: What makes you tick?

By finding out what motivates you, 

the interviewer can find out which 
environment you’ll perform well in. 
Try to think of examples of when a 
work task excited you.

Good answer:
‘I like problem solving - that point you 
reach in a project where you come 
up against something unexpected, 
and you have to think creatively to 
come up with a solution.’

About the product 
or service
Typical questions:
> What do you know about our 

products/services?
> What do you think of our prod-

ucts/services?
> Can you think of any improve-

ments to our products/services?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: Are you keen enough to have 
looked at our products and services?
The employer wants to know that 
you’re familiar with their products 
or services. They may also want you 
to have the initiative to look for ways 
of improving things. Be tactful: only 
mention small improvements. Make 
these the kind of suggestions people 
in the street might come up with and 
not because you are an “expert” and 
know best.
Good answer:
‘Your products are recognised as the 
industry standard, leading the way 
in style and performance. However, 
maybe by altering your advertising 
style you could appeal to older 
consumers as well as young ones. I 
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The Scottish
Salmon Company

For an application form and job description for the above post, please contact:
Veronica Anderson, HR Coordinator, The Scottish Salmon Company,

Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, PA26 8BH
Tel. No. 01499 600 415

veronica.anderson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date for applications is Friday, 21st March 2014

Visit our website: www.scottishsalmon.com 

On-Site Harvest Supervisor x 1 – ref: OSHT/S/02/14

On-Site Harvest Assistant x 2 – ref: OSHT/A/02/14

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of 
high quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of 
animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy.

We are currently looking for an On-Site Harvest Supervisor and Assistants 
to support and take responsibility for the day-to-day-running of the 
recently introduced on-site harvesting.
The positions will work on a permanent night shift, operating to the 
harvesting schedule. There will be extensive travel involved as the team 
will be required to cover all Scottish Salmon Company Marine Site areas. 
The normal working week will be Sunday to Thursday (inclusive of these 

of the job is done at cage level on open sea.  
For all positions the ideal candidates will have; a high sense of 
responsibility, be self motivated, have some experience with working 
within a small team, have previous Marine Site experience and strong 
organisational and communication skills. The On-Site Harvest Team will 
operate to the highest standards of Bio security, Health & Safety, Hygiene 
and Quality, Environmental awareness.
Please note: applicants applying for the Supervisor role must have 

The successful candidates will also provide assistance in staff management, 
promoting the values of the Company and the principles of our policy of 
Dignity at work by showing respect for others, valuing teamwork and 
communicating clearly and openly.
A full driving licence is essential for all positions.In return the Company 

Hourly rate for Supervisor role is £13.526 and for the Assistant role 
£11.557. All positions based on a guaranteed 30 hours per week contract.

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

EXCAVATOR 
OPERATOR

Forestry ground works/mounding
and forest road construction.

Competitive hourly rate.
Contact: Robin Dixon & Son Ltd

Tel: 01880 821133
Email: robin@jrobindixon.co.uk

Driver/Storeperson
Fort William

Apply to Mr C McDonald. Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 
• Good rates of pay

Marine Engineer
An opportunity has arisen for an Engineer to join 
our busy workshop team in Ardfern. Our team 
undertake a diverse range of works on all types 
of craft; principal responsibilities will include 
inboard & outboard engine servicing, installation 
& repair; electrical and electronics installation & 
repair. Applicants must be able to demonstrate 
relevant employment history and should be 
enthusiastic and self motivated with experience 
working within a team environment. Although not 
essential it would be advantageous to possess 
metal fabrication skills & a full UK driving license.

CLOSING DATE: 
Saturday March 22nd March 2014

For further details & an application form 
please visit our website or contact 
either Mark Cameron or Bob Fleck.

Ardfern Yacht Centre
Ardfern, By Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA30 8ES

01852 500 247
mark@ardfernyacht.co.uk
www.ardfernyacht.co.uk

Applications are invited for the following post:-

Part Time 
Forecourt Attendant

Glengarry Filling Station, Invergarry
We require a pleasant, well mannered person to 
join our team working in our shop and forecourt 
facility.  Experience would be beneficial but not 
essential as training will be given.

In the first instance, application, 
in writing only, giving brief details 
together with a CV if available to:-

The Managing Director, Gleaner Oils Ltd, 
Milnfield, Elgin, Moray IV30 1UU

Or by email to: hr@gleaner.co.uk

HOUSEKEEPER 
REQUIRED
We are looking 
for an excellent 
and organised 

Housekeeper to 
service our holiday 

let in Oban.  

Please apply 
in writing with 

experience  and 
references to 
p.langridge@

galbraithwight.com

THE NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSE BOARD

Engine Room Technician
For service onboard their Lighthouse Tenders on a fixed manning rota – 28 days 
duty followed by 28 days leave.

The Northern Lighthouse Board – www.nlb.org.uk is the General Lighthouse 
Authority for Scotland and the Isle of Man, responsible in law for the provision 
and control of a network of marine aids to navigation – lighthouses, buoys, 
beacons and a precision satellite-based navigation service. 

The Engine Room Technician assists the Engineer Officers with the operation of 
ships machinery in a safe, efficient and environmentally friendly manner. The 
Engine Room Technician will be required to carry out maintenance and repairs 
on ships machinery.

Applications are invited from those who have the following:
• An STCW95 Engineering Watch Rating certificate 
• Mechanical engineering background & experience.
• Valid STCW95 basic training courses.
• Knowledge & experience of ship’s engineering and safety systems.
• Recent relevant sea-going experience in a similar position
• Valid unrestricted MCA Medical Certificate (ENG 1).

Flexibility and good interpersonal skills are essential, as is the ability to 
communicate at all levels.

The current pay band for an Engine Room Technician is £27,852 per year rising 
to £30,084 per year depending on performance.   Benefits package includes 
generous career average occupational pension scheme

For further details and an application form please e-mail  jobs@nlb.org.uk or 
telephone Paul Keane, HR Advisor on 0131 473 3123. Closing date is Friday 18th 
April 2014

Northern Lighthouse Board, 84 George Street, EDINBURGH EH2 3DA
The Northern Lighthouse Board is an equal 
opportunities employer and positively encourages 
applications from suitably qualified and eligible 
people regardless of sex, race and disability

Sous Chef as well 
as Chefs at all 
levels required

Salary negotiable 
dependent on experience

Please apply 
directly to russell@
theislayhotel.com or 
call and ask to speak 
to Andy Dyke (head 

chef) on 01496 30010



Top 10 interview questions
think older people would value your 
product just as much, and this could 
lead to increased sales.’

Team working
Typical questions:
> What makes a good team?
> What makes a good team mem-

ber?
> What makes a good team leader?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: Can you operate effectively in a 
team?

Employers value team-working very 
highly. They want to know you can 
work effectively in a team, whatever 
your role within it is.
Good answer:
‘A good team needs to have clear 
objectives and goals, and procedures 
to work towards these. Each person 
needs to be clear what their role is, 
and what is expected of them. There 
needs to be openness and trust, and 
clear communication.’

Your personality 
and interests
Typical questions:
> What was the last film you saw or 

the last book you read?
> How would you describe yourself?
> How would your friends describe 

you?
What the interviewer really wants to 
know: Are you a well-rounded indi-
vidual?

By asking personality questions, the 
employer wants to know how well 

you know yourself - how self-aware 
you are. Having self-awareness 
means you can look at yourself criti-
cally, and know what you’re good at 
and where you could improve.

When it comes to your interests, 
the employer wants to know you’re 
an active citizen, who tries to get 
the most out of life. When choosing 
examples of interests to mention, 
try to choose a wide range to show 
you’re well balanced. However, when 
quoting films or books, choose clas-
sic or mainstream ones rather than 
obscure or extreme ones.

Some employers will expect you 
to know about current affairs and 
popular culture - jobs in the media, 
for example.

Good answer:
‘In my personal life I’m always organis-
ing everybody. People look to me for 
ideas and plans - I guess in some ways 
that shows I’m a natural leader.’

Unusual questions
Typical questions:
> If you were a biscuit, what type of 

biscuit would you be?

> If you were an animal, what type 
of animal would you be?

What the interviewer really wants to 
know: Can you think on the spot and 
come up with a sensible answer?

You probably won’t have prepared 
for this, so the interviewer is seeing if 
you can think on your feet. Take your 
time over this question, and think 
of something that generally reflects 
you, but also has positives you could 
apply to the world of work.

There is no ‘good answer’ but just be 
prepared for this sort of question.
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Clerk of Works Lochgilphead

Salary £26,311 - £30,507 per annum
35 hours per week

To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment

If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team: 

Tel 01546 605817 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Friday 28th March 2014.

Interviews for this post will be held in 
Lochgilphead in April 2014.

This national charity requires a 

SEASONAL RECEPTIONIST
at Arduaine Garden near Kilmelford 

from April to September inclusive, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday only. If you enjoy 

meeting the public and want to  be involved 
with this beautiful garden please phone 

Maurice Wilkins on 01852 200366 or email
mwilkins@nts.org.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MARINE HARVEST (SCOTLAND) LTD: 

COMMERCIAL MOORINGS, ISLE OF MUCK
Location Latitude Longitude

  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
 Muck Fish Farm 56° 49.918’ N 06° 13.603’ W
 Shore Base, 56° 49.877’ N 06° 13.587’ W
 Port Mor (FKB/J270) 56° 49.887’ N 06° 13.595’ W
 Bagh A Ghallanaich, 56° 50.530’ N 06° 15.209’ W
 North Shore (FKB/J271) 56° 50.572’ N 06° 15.247’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at The Mallaig Post Office.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or 
by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.
uk, quoting reference: 
Muck Fish Farm Shore Base, Port Mor - (FKB/J270)
Bagh A Ghallanaich, North Shore - (FKB/J271)
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd

OBAN TENNIS 
AND SQUASH 

CLUB

AGM 2014
Tuesday 18th March

At 7pm
Come along and 

be involved!

West of Scotland Area Services – 
Oban Saturday Club

SA/1110

Autism Support Worker
Part Time – 6 hours per week £14,671-£15,392 (pro rata)

Casual Support Worker
£7.63 per hour

The nature of casual work is flexible and will 
include evenings, weekends and sleepovers.

Scottish Autism are currently looking for 
enthusiastic and committed Support Workers 
with an interest in developing a career working 
with individuals on the Autism Spectrum.

For more information on the above posts, please 
visit our website:  www.scottishautism.org

Closing Date:  Thursday 27 March 2014
Registered charity number is SC009068

D J Campbell & Son

Delivery
Driver/

Storeman
Based in 

Lochgilphead
Night Work

Telephone 
01546 605273

achnashelloch@aol.com

KINTYRE MOTORS
REQUIRES A TIME 
SERVED MOTOR 

MECHANIC
MOT testing an 

advantage.

Apply to John McGeachy, 
Kintyre Motors, Bolgam 

Street, Campbeltown

01586 552588

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Kilchoan Common 
Grazings, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart
Registration Number: CG51

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE

FORT WILLIAM
is on the move

From March 20, 2014 we can be found at
Torlundy, Fort William, PH33 6SW

If you have any queries please phone:
Fort William Office 01397 704716

Mobile 07769 880094 or
South Highland area Office on 01349 865333

publicnotices

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the follow-
ing Common Grazings on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Ockle Common Grazings, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
Registration Number: CG46

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of 
this advert and should be 
made directly to the Land 
Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

Receptionist 
Required
Ardshiel Hotel,
Campbeltown

Contact Flora Grant
on 01586 552133

Carer(s) Required
for lady with MS in 

Lochgilphead.
Weekends, including 
night shifts, and bank 

shifts available.
Experience desirable but 

not essential as onsite 
training given.

Clean drivers licence 
desirable.

For more information 
contact Keira 
07769 655519

AGM
and 

Appointment of 
Grazings Committee
Bohuntin Sheep Stock Club
Tuesday 25th March 2014

8.00pm
Taigh na Sgoile, Roy Bridge

BOYD BROTHERS 
HAULAGE LTD

The Pier, Annat Point, 
Corpach, Fort William

HGV MECHANICS 
REQUIRED

For further information
Telephone 01397 772235

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at
the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/00580/FUL South Channel of Loch
Moidart, Eilean Shona,
Acharacle

Major Application - Marine
Shellfish Farm, (Pacific
Oysters) extension of
existing site to create 4 plots
of oyster trestles (zones
1,1a,2 and 3), consisting of
a total of 21,420 trestles
each 3m x 1m x 0.6m high
in a site of 23.2 Ha

Time period for comments is 14 days. 14/00580/FUL,14/00632/FUL and
14/00874/LBC are 21 days

14/00597/FUL Tigh A Chabar, Savary
Lochaline, Morvern, Oban

Construction of outbuilding
to be used as holiday letting

14/00616/S42 Kinchellie Croft,
Roy Bridge

Section 42 application for
the amendment to
Condition 1 of planning
permission 05/00398/FULLO
to allow small scale internet
point of sale of specialised
bottles of whisky

14/00632/FUL Land 30M SE of Glenlochy
Nevis Bridge
Glen Nevis, Fort William

Erection of House

14/00637/FUL Dragons Tooth Golf Course
Ballachulish

Proposed Garden Centre
and change of use from
ancillary ground adjacent
to car park

14/00696/FUL Harbour Offices, Harbour
Road, Mallaig

Creation of new shore-side
Public Promenade around
the Harbour waters at East
Bay, including access steps
to maintain pedestrian
access to old slipway;
feature lighting to adjacent
rock face, and new slipway
& improved access at site of
existing Lovat Beach slipway

14/00773/FUL 9 Blaich, Fort William Proposed extension to form
new dwelling house

14/00874/LBC Arisaig Railway Station
Station Road, Arisaig
PH39 4NJ

External repainting of station
in accordance with
Transport Scotland Station
Branding guidelines

14/00879/FUL Old School, Kingairloch,
Ardgour, Fort William

Demolition of existing
dwelling and erect of
replacement dwelling

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01537/PP Siting of caravan (retrospective) Garden Ground Of 2 Kilmore Terrace 
Dervaig Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6GN

Sub Post Office
Dervaig

13/02721/PP Installation of a 32,000 litre bunded 
storage fuel tank

Radar Station Ben Heynish West 
Hynish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute

Tiree Area Office

14/00234/PP Installation of electric vehicle
charging point

Unit 8 Baliscate Estate Tobermory Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6QA

Tobermory Area
Office

14/00290/PP Erection of 6 three bedroom
semi-detached houses

Land South West Of Duriehill 
Grosvenor Cresent Connel
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office
Connel

14/00409/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation 
of septic tank and formation of 
vehicular access

Land North Of Oakholm
Glencruitten Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

14/00473/PP Change of use of land for siting 
of mobile seafood snack bar and 
associated seating area for a period 
of 5 years

Public Car Park Fionnphort
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office
Fionnphort

14/00517/PP Installation of bio-disc sewage 
treatment plant with soakaway and 
erection of 2 metre boundary fence 
(part retrospective)

Land South Of Darla
Glencruitten Road Oban
Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

14/00520/MFF Modification of salmon farm 
comprising the addition of two x
100 metre circumference cages 
within existing cage grid matrix and 
extension of seabed mooring area

Fish Farm Site Geasgill
Loch Na Keal Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office
Dervaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00491/PP Installation of replacement door Roseneath Cottage Isle Of Iona
Argyll And Bute PA76 6SJ

Sub Post Office
Isle of Iona

14/00499/LIB Existing window removed and
replaced with new double doors

Callachailly House Glenforsa
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA72 6JN

Sub Post Office
Aros Isle of Mull

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Application For 
Apportionment

Barrapol common grazings

Isle of Tiree

Lachlan Brown intends 
to lodge an application 
for apportionment of 
approximately 30 hectares 
for the purpose of Stock 
Management due to extreme 
and adverse winter conditions. 
Grazings Clerk Iain C Brown 
has a copy of the application 
which can be inspected by 
any person interested.

Any comments on the 
application should be lodged 
with the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
before 10th March 2014.  A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to the 
applicant. 

GEORGE MCNAUGHTON & SON
Lochgilphead

Experienced Accounts Manager
required for busy office

The successful applicant needs to be focused and 
work both on their own initiative and as part of a team.

Sound knowledge of Sage accounts is essential 
and background in payroll administration.

Rate of pay negotiable dependant on experience.
Apply in writing with CV to

janet@gmcnaughtonandson.co.uk

The Ocean Explorer Centre at SAMS opened in 
2013, to inspire visitors to explore the marine 
environment.

We are approaching a new season and are looking 
for an assistant to help with the day to day operation 
of the centre including our gift shop.  The ideal 
candidate will be friendly, reliable, hardworking 
and organised.  Knowledge of marine science 
would also be helpful. This is a customer-facing 
role, and would suit someone ideally in tourism or 
retail. You must be computer literate, and capable 
of turning your hand to the full range of activities 
that make up our visitor centre.   

Interviews will be held at SAMS on 28 March and 
you should be in a position to take up the post 
by mid April.

For further information and to apply for this 
position online, go to: www.sams.ac.uk.  
Alternatively, please write to:  Human Resources, 
Visitor Centre Assistant, (Job Ref. D23/13.AM), 
The Scottish Association for Marine Science, 
Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA 
or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

Closing date: Friday 21st March 2014

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an 
equal opportunities policy and welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community.

Visitor
Centre
Assistant
Fixed term appointment April to October 2014
Working 2 out of 7 days per week
Salary: £7.90 per hour
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WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

BUY AND SELL LOCALLY 
SAVE ON COSTLY DELIVERY CHARGES

Share your celebrations with

in our Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations
with our 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
  - All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN: The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM: The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN: The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6AE
LOCHGILPHEAD: Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post or hand in to any of our offices
Or visit the website and input your details at 
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 1.00pm

NAME.....................................TEL...........................

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50 OR MORE
FOR ONLY £14.25 + VAT

UP TO 25 WORDS
TO MAKE A PAYMENT CALL 01631 568000
OR EMAIL ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

SELL YOUR ITEMS

UNDER £50
FREE

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

5 LARGE NURSEY 
RHYME PRINTS from 
the 1950’s/1960’s.  
Ideal for child’s bed-
room or commercial 
nursery,  £20 Tele-
phone 01631 564578.
HOUSE CLEARANCE 
Royal Stafford tea set 
6 cups, 6 saucers, 6 
side plates, milk and 

sugar. Well cared for,  
£25 Telephone 07748 
574770.
HOUSE CLEAR-
ANCE Royal Albert 
tea set consists of 6 
teacups, 6 saucers 
and side plates, sugar 
and cream single rose 
vase and sandwich 
plate,  £49.99 Tele-
phone 07748 574770.
OLD FRAMED 
LITHOGRATH Prints 

of Oban and District,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
564578.

BABY EQUIPMENT
CAR SEAT brand new 
car seat for new born 
to 3 months,  used 
once excellent condi-
tion from Halford,  
£20 Telephone 01583 
431447.
CHANGING TABLE, 
WALL MOUNTED 
metal, very solid with 
pockets. Folds away 
when not in use. 
Hardly used. Ikea, 
model: Antilop.,  £25 
Telephone 07840 
892077.
CHICCO HIGH CHAIR 
Happy Snacker, col-
our suitable for boy 
or girl, folds down, 
very good condition,  
£20 Telephone 07837 
562101.
CHILD CAR SEAT 
group 1/2/3 with side 
protection, can be 
used with harness or 
car seat belt or just 
as a booster, machine 
washable covers, 
instructions,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01838 200349 
Dalmally.
CHILD EXTENDABLE 
BED Minnen by Ikea, 
with mattress, mat-
tress extensions and 

assemble, instruc-
tions,  £49 Telephone 
01838 200349 Dal-
mally.
CHILD STROLLER 
excellent condition 
and hardly used. 
Very light, collapses 
very small, perfect for 
holidays. Make Mamu, 
pink,  £15 Telephone 
07840 892077.
COSSATTO YO 
PUSHCHAIR pink 
stroller/buggy with 
liner, footmuff and 
raincover,  very good 

condition,  £40 Tele-
phone 07837 562101.
PUSHCHAIR three 
wheeler, “jogging” 
style from Mother-
care. Collapses very 
small with rain cover. 
Good condition, black,  
£40 Telephone 07840 
892077.

BICYCLES
CHAINSET Shimano 
triple chainset 40 32 
and 22t also bottom 
bracket sealed un25 
68 x113 mm new,  
£20 Telephone 07561 
341825.
HALFORDS HIGH 
MOUNT 3 bike carrier, 
hardly used, excellent 
condition.  Complete 

-
tions,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564653.
HAMAX SMILEY 
CHILD BIKE SEAT 
rear mounted with foot 
rests and harness. 
Used once only. Spare 
stem mount for switch-
ing between bikes. 
Excellent condition,  
£30 Telephone 07840 
892077.

BRIC-A-BRAC
CHROME CLOTHES 
RAIL lightweight new,  
£3 Telephone 07561 
341825.

BUILDING / DIY
DESIGNER RADIA-

-
ing 2 vertical, various 
sizes. c/w mounting 
brackets and some 
valves,  7 years old,  
£45 Telephone 01852 
200256.

 CAR
ACCESSORIES

ALLOYS & TYRES 5 

VW Polo, Very Smart, 
Bargain at,  £300 
Telephone 01967 

431255.
TOYOTA SPACE SAV-
ER SPARE WHEEL 
new, plus jack and 
wheel key, buyer col-
lects,  £35 Telephone 
01397 703452 (Fort 
William) after 5pm².
TYRE 165 R13 
unused Continental 
Contact 165 R13 82T,  
£18 Telephone 01852 
200256.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

STOVE double burner 
portable stove ideal 
for camping in ex con-
dition,  £25 Telephone 
07561 341825.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250
5 STEEL WHEELS 
plus tyres from a clas-
sic car 165SR13 x 4 
stud.  Good for use 
on a trailer,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 
564578.

 CDS, DVDS AND
VIDEOS

CASSETTES Sony 
video cassettes h18 
metal still wrapped 
,  £2 each Telephone 
07561 341825.
LP’S over  100 LPs 
all in ex condition no 
scratches or marks. 
Buy lot or single. Of-
fers. Telephone 07561 
341825.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

ZANUSSI REFRIG-
ERATOR white, 
self-defrosting fridge, 
height 85cm x width 
50cm x depth 60cm.  
Extra to requirements,  
£20 Telephone 01866 
822349 Taynuilt.

DOMESTIC PETS
BORDER COLLIE 
PUPS black and white 

border collie pups, 
good working back-
ground, ready now.  
Telephone 01586 
820285².
COLLIE PUP black, 
tan and white, 12 
weeks old collie bitch.  
Used to children, of 
working parents, par-
ents can be seen.  Tel-
ephone 01631 760213 
or 07964 383809.

EQUESTRIAN
MEGAN WELSH 
SECTION D 14.3hh, 
15 years of age.  Liver 
chestnut, good all 
rounder.  Telephone 
01681 700541 Isle of 
Mull².

 FURNITURE
6 SHELF WOODEN 
STORAGE Unit with 
wheels, L 4ft, W1½ft, H 
2ft, in good condition,  
£40 ono Telephone 
01631 563171.
BED BRAND NEW 
DOUBLE DIVAN With 
10” deep orthopae-
dic mattress, in cream 
Damask fabric. Never 
used, still wrapped. 
Can deliver. Cost 
£399 must sell,  £150 
Telephone 07767 
350233.
BEDROOM CHAIRS 
2 Tapestry covered 
bedroom chairs. Dark 
wood, good condition,  
£40 Telephone 01838 
200662.
CHAISE LONGUE 
dark brown faux 
leather, folds down 
to sofa bed. In excel-
lent condition, can 
be viewed in Oban,  
£49.99 ono Telephone 
07876 535185.
CHILD’S JUNIOR 
BED new and still in 
box,  £100 Telephone 
07423 688293².
DARK WOOD GATE 

UP TO 12 jobs could be 
created in a remote part 
of west Lochaber if a huge 
expansion of an oyster 
farm gets the go-ahead 
from Highland Council.

Drumnadrochit-based 
Measan na Mara Ltd 
already harvest oysters 

South Channel in Loch 
Moidart, near Acharacle.

But after securing a 
partnership arrangement 
to supply the French mar-
ket, the company could be 
harvesting between four 

an additional four sites 
totalling 55 acres once full 
production is reached.

Under the plan, up to 
21,420 oyster trestles 
would be laid out in lines 
stretching away from 

the southern shore of the 
loch near historic Castle 
Tioram, the ancient seat of 
Clanranald.

The wooden structures, 
measuring three metres 
long, one metre wide and 
0.6 metres high, would 
only be exposed at low 
tide.

According to a visual 
impact assessment for the 
application, visibility of 
the trestles to the castle 
and other popular visitor 
viewpoints nearby would 
be ‘negligible’.  

Measan na Mara Ltd 
owner Bill McDermott 
said the £500,000 expan-
sion could mean ‘a huge 
amount’ for the local 
economy.

He told The Oban Times:
‘We are talking about 

- seven full time and up 

posts.
‘It has taken us two years 

to get to this stage but if we 
get planning permission 
we will be up and running 
by early summer.

‘We will be using oyster 
seed so it will be 18 months 
to two years before they get 
to the marketing stage.’

A shed owned by Shiel 
Buses in Acharacle would 
initially be used for grad-
ing and dispatching the 
oysters, Mr MacDermott 
said.

Access to the oyster farm 
would be by tractor and 
trailer from Acharacle, 
where all processing of 
stock would be carried 
out.

Workers would spend 
several hours a day har-
vesting at low tide then 
return to base for grading 

and dispatch.
Mr MacDermott also 

said local hauliers would 

live oysters to La Rochelle 
in France every month.

He added: ‘The French 
market is different from 
the British market and is 
capable of absorbing this 
level of activity.

‘I think it will mean a 
huge amount for people in 
west Lochaber if they take 
this opportunity and apply 
for these jobs.’

The farm, which lies 
within the Morar, Moidart 
and Ardnamurchan 
National Scenic Area, 
was scaled back to satisfy 
planners’ concerns about 
its visual impact.  

Mr McDermott said: 
‘You won’t be able to see 
the oyster trestles from 
Castle Tioram.’

Oyster farm 
development could 
create a dozen new jobs

AN INFANT feeding 
support group, which 
offers feeding advice and 
assistance to mothers with 
newborns and toddlers, 
has steadily increased its 
membership since starting 
up six months ago.  

The group, which meets 
on Monday mornings at Go 
Bananas Soft Play, Oban, 
is run by infant feeding 
coordinator Liz Crawford 
and attracts between 16 
and 22 mothers every 
week. 

Eight trained peer sup-
porters are on hand to 
answer questions about 
any issues the mothers 
are facing and at least two 
helpers are on duty at the 
group every week. 

Mrs Crawford said moth-

ers had told her they ap-
preciated the friendly and 
welcoming environment 
and the assurance that they 
were not alone.

The group is not exclusive 
to breast feeding mothers 
and the supporters offer 

help and advice to mothers 
who cannot, or choose not 
to, breastfeed.

A feeding group in To-
bermory, Mull, also meets 
every Wednesday and 
is run by family support 
worker, Juliet Antill.

Successful start for infant 
feeding support group

Liz Crawford, Infant Feeding Coordinator, leads the group on Monday morning. t11breastfeeding1

BIG-HEARTED fundrais-
ers are set to take on four 
Highland lochs in a kayak 
and canoe challenge for a 
Scottish charity. 

All 28 participants have 
agreed to raise a minimum 
sponsorship of £300 each 
as they spend four days 
paddling 60 miles for 
SiMBA, an organisation 
which helps those affected 
by the loss of a baby. 

SiMBA’s Great Glen 
Challenge runs from July 
29 to August 1 and people 
from all over the Highlands 
are set to take part, rang-
ing from a nine year-old 
girl to the grandparents of 
stillborn babies. 

The challenge kicks off 
at Loch Lochy and will be 

followed by paddles across 
Loch Oich, Loch Ness and 
Loch Dochfour. 

Susan Simpson, SiMBA 
Highland co-ordinator 
said: ‘We’ve had many 
more people volunteering 
than we imagined, we’re 
really happy so many 
people have signed up. 
There’s such a wide array 
of participants from differ-
ent ages and experience. 
Some are very experienced 
paddlers and some people 
have no experience at all 
and the really great thing 
is some of the people who 
have signed up have never 
went through losing a baby 
or even know anyone that 
has, they’re just doing it for 
the cause.’

HIGHLAND communities 
are being urged get behind 
a campaign aimed at pro-
tecting older people from 
the devastating effects of 

The Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service (SFRS) 
public safety initiative, 
‘Join Scotland’s Fight 
Against Fire’ was launched 
on Friday and will continue 
until the end of March.  

Scott Hay, local senior 

smoke alarms and arrang-

visits saves lives.

long-life battery smoke 
alarms where needed and 
refer householders for 

additional services such 

Mr Hay said: ‘Whilst the 
risks of toxic smoke affect 
both the old and the young, 
the reality is that the ef-
fects of smoke inhalation 
are more serious for older 
people.

‘We need the public to 
answer our call to action 
and let us know of anyone 
who may be vulnerable.’

More than 1,300 people 
aged 60 and over have been 

A further 107 lost their 
lives.

Anyone wishing a free 

call the SFRS free 08000 
731 999.

Four Highland 
lochs part of charity 
kayak challenge

ALYN Smith MEP became 

new Islands Champion 
Pledge when he visited 
Tobermory last week.

Calling for better condi-
tions for those who live and 
work on Scotland’s islands, 
the pledge was presented to 
him by Sandy Brunton, the 
spokesperson for the Scot-
tish Islands Federation, 
who is also a Mull resident 
and director of the Mull and 
Iona Community Trust.

Among the pledge’s eight 
aims are calls for more 
policies to ensure equal 
access to services for 
Scotland’s isles, incentives 
for companies and indi-
viduals to create jobs on 
the islands, and to support 
the expansion of renewable 
energy production on the 
islands.

Camille Dressler, chair-
woman of the Scottish 
Islands Federation, said: 
‘We have worked on this 

pledge with our colleagues 
from Ireland, Denmark, 
Sweden, Finland, Estonia, 
Aaland Islands and France. 

‘If MEPs in all the 
[above] countries sign this 
pledge, this will go a long 
way towards ensuring 
the formation of a strong 
island lobbying group in 
the EU Parliament and a 
better understanding of 
how legislation must take 
the islands situation into 
consideration.’

Islands Champion Pledge

Communites urged 

safety campaign

Fundraiser Donnie has last laugh 
A RECORD-breaking at-
tempt to tell more than 549 
jokes in one hour proved 
successful for Lewis native 
Donald MacLeod.

The Glasgow actuary, 
known as Donnie Maroot, 
told 580 jokes in one hour 
at the Park Bar last week to 
raise £13,000 for care homes 
in the Western Isles and beat 
the record held by comedian 
Tim Vine.

Donnie said: ‘I’m pretty 
chuffed at how things went. 
It was a cracking evening 
with friends to raise money 
for a great cause.

‘It was a great laugh - until 

I reached the stage anyway!’
He thanked The Park Bar 

for its support and everyone 
who donated.

Proceeds
Proceeds from the event, 

and from Donnie’s Awful 
Joke Books, will go to 
Bethesda Care Home and 
Hospice in Stornoway, 
Harris House in Tarbert, 
Tasga Uibhist in Benbecula 
and Cobhair Bharraigh in 
Castlebay.

Although no representative 
from Guiness was present at 
the fundrasiser, Donnie had 
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FLOORING SPECIALIST

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship 

problem?
WE CAN HELP

Appointments available in 
Oban, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, 

Rothesay & Helensburgh
Call 01631 563297

www.argyllcouple
counselling.org

SCO23995

COUNSELLING

PHOTO
ORDERS A4

photograph

£6.76

A5
photograph

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times

Simply contact the Oban Times 

and the code printed alongside 
the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have 
been submitted by private individuals and 

are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total 

order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover 
postage and packing.

Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

PO Box 1

Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

All types of work carried out, tuning, mainte-
nance and valuations on pianos, harpsichords 

and small chamber organs.
Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner

PIANO TUNER STATIONERY

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

LO
C

A
L

  
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR LOCAL SERVICES SECTION CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

FIREWOODROOFING SLATES

SLATES WANTED
AND FOR SALE

We also have top quality 
New and 2nd hand for sale

J Cummings and sons Perth
01738 624020 

Anytime as it is diverted to mobiles !
Email jcummingsandsons@live.co.uk

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser 
and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
CALL

01631 568000

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Happy 60th 
Birthday

Formerly of Sydewood 
Croft Road, Oban. Lots of 
love from Brenda, Mark, 
Alan and Emma xxx

PERSONALS

Where did all that hair 
go? Ha Ha Daddy.
Happy 40th
Love Abbi & Molly xx

COLIN MACKENZIE

leg table, in good con-
dition,  £25 Telephone 
01631 566896.
DINING CHAIRS set of 
four mahogany dining 
chairs with red velvet 
upholstery, beautiful 
condition, Barcaldine,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
720751.
DINING TABLE solid 
pine circular or rec-
tangular plus 4 chairs 
good condition,  £49 
Telephone 01967 
421248.
DOUBLE BED clean 
and comfortable,   £35 
Telephone 07818 
252569.
DOUBLE DIVAN 
BASE double divan 
bed base, no drawers, 
to suit 4’6” mattress, 
brand new. phone after 
6pm,  £40 Telephone 
07855 124908.
GATE LEG TABLE 
wood, French polished, 
open size 60”x33”,  
£40 Telephone 01397 
704773².
LEATHER SOFA 
3 seater, cream, in 
excellent condition,  
£70 Telephone 07423 
688293².
LEATHER SOFA BED 
AND ARMCHAIRS 
coffee coloured 
leather sofa bed 1.8m 
long x 1m deep.  2 
x matching recliner 
armchairs.   Very 
good condition.  Loch-
gair,  £400 Telephone 
01546 886236.
PINE KITCHEN TA-
BLE pine kitchen table 
with 4 chairs, L 47” 
W 30” H 29”. Good 
condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01838 
200662.
SINGLE BED new 
and unused,  £100 
Telephone 07423 
688293².
SOLID WOOD UNIT 

can be used as room 
divider, 6ftx4ft, as new, 
cost £350, sell for,  
£175ono Telephone 
077896 08714 (Fort 
William)².

 GARDEN
LEYLANDI CONI-
FERS 10 potted 
Leylandi 1½ foot tall. 
Healthy plants, ready 
to plant.  Bargain,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
720369.
NEW POLE CHAIN-
SAW brand new, never 
used, one month old, 
too heavy to use; too 
late to send back, Or-
egon make complete 
with instructions and 
oil,  £49.99 Telephone 
01688 302190.

 GARDEN

HEDGE TRIMMER 
cable free, petrol, as 
new,  £45 Telephone 
01631 740228.

ELECTRIC FIRE mod-

coal effect new condi-
tion,  £20 Telephone 
01586 554512.

CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Baby 
Blue & Baby Pink col-
ours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME

PANASONIC 26” 

c/w satellite dish and 
box, manuals,  £25 
Telephone 01852 
200256.

EPSON SCANNER 

condition,  £15 Tele-
phone 07561 341825.
PAPER GUILLOTINE 
as new,  £10 Tele-
phone 07561 341825.
SMALL BEECH EF-
FECT COMPUTER 
Desk and chair, good 
condition,  £15 Tele-
phone 01631 566896.

GENTS ROLLER 
SKATES size 10, good 
condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01967 
431626.
LADIES ROLLER 
SKATES size 6, good 
condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01967 
431626.

BANTEM COCKER-
ELS various types 
and colours. FREE 
Telephone 01866 
822441.
PULLETS Brown, 
Black or pure breeds, 
Ducks, Geese, Feed-
ers, Drinkers,  Hen 
and Duck Sheds.  
Telephone 01470 
572213².
TAMWORTH WEAN-
ERS ,  £65 Telephone 
01687 470243 Lo-
chailort (evening)².

SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featur-
ing spectacular pho-
tography of some of 
our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, 

Rum and Eigg, Shet-
land, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Ap-
pin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 

gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk

£250
TROJAN BATTER-
IES Trojan SCS225  
130amphr wet cell 
batteries, two seasons 
old. Two available, 
new cost £200 each,  

£35 each Telephone 
01852 200256.

EXTENSION CABLE 
110 volt, 20 metres 
long,  £15 Telephone 
01583 431122.
MULIMETER ELEC-
TRONIC  calliper 
never used still in box,  
£10 Telephone 07561 
341825.
TRANSFORMER 5K 
V.A. CON 4NO Outlet, 
good working order,  
£49.99 Telephone 
01583 431122.

BENTLEY UPRIGHT 
PIANO 60 plus years 
old, needs tuning 
and minor repair.  
Photos available, 
buyer collects.  Email: 
searchresults@hot-
mail.co.uk,  £49.99 
Telephone .
MAHOGANY PIANO 
STOOL with original 
Edwardian upholstery 
fabric,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720796 Bend-
erloch.
ZOOM G2 guitar multi 
effects processor, 
excellent condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 
07577 332662.

2 FISHING LIGH-
WEIGHT SHELTERS 
with poles, folds up 
small for carrying, new,  
£15 each Telephone 
07561 341825.

FILTERS 72mm u/v 
s/light,  £5, 52mm u/v 
digital, £3 58mm u/v 
skylight, £3, Jessops 

£5 Telephone 01631 
563096.

SMALL SONY BAG 
for small camcorder,  
£5 Telephone 07561 
341825.

 POWER TOOLS
RECIPROCATING 
SAW 240v  RYOBI 
ERS-80v carrier case, 
spare blades.  Good 
condition little use,  
£40 Telephone 01967 
421248.

COLOUR PHOTO-
COPYING A4/A3, 
single/double sided, 
reduce/enlarge, from 

disk or by email. A4 
copies from 25p. Call 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.
ENVELOPES Wide 
range of sizes and col-
ours, sold individually 
or by the box. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

BOW SECTION 15ft 
long) of otherwise 

wrecked 36 ft sailing 
yacht.  2 berth, 

hanging lockers, 
toilet cubicle.

Possible garden 
use.  Offers

Keel Stepped Mast 
– 16.45 metre 

‘Trevor Reed’ Mast 
(can be split for 
transport) plus 

Boom and Genoa 

sails (will split)
Yacht Fittings, 

winches etc.  Volvo 
Penta Engine and 

saildrive.
Telephone 07796 

395215

FRIENDS SCENE IT? 
DVD Board Game. 
Great fun for Friends 
fans. Answer ques-
tions on the hit TV se-
ries. Good condition,  
£12 Telephone 01631 
562796.
LITTLE TIKES TRIKE 
girls lilac colour 3 in 
1 trike suitable from 
6 months to 3years. 
Good condition,  £20 
Telephone 07837 
562101.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF 
SCRAP METAL we 
uplift scrap cars, cop-
per, brass. lead etc. 
Smaller quantities 
considered. Telephone 
07435 589701.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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Farming

WANTED
Landrover 

Defenders from 
1990 – 2012

 All Japanese 
pickups 2 or 4 WD

Toyota, 
Landcruisers, Hilux,

Mot’d or not
All models required

Contact James 
07500603068 or 

07875671994

2009 MF 5455 Tractor
Tier 3 * Dyna 4, Steep Nose, 2 Valves * 100L Pump
109HP At PTO, Can Be 125HP At PTO If You Want

Condition Immaculate / Mint, Loader To Fit If Required.

MASSEY FERGUSON 5455 Tractor
06 Plate * 4517 Hours, High Vis Hitch * 3 Spools

High Flow Pump 100 L/M, c/w MF 940 Loader
(Lock & Go) With Soft Drive, Off Very Good Home

Immaculate * P.O.A.

2010 MF 6465ST Tractor
Dyna 6 * Tier 3 * 3 OC Spools, 40K * Standard & Economy PTO

128HP At PTO, Can Be 150Hp At PTO If You Want
Condition Immaculate * P.O.A.

MASSEY FERGUSON 6455 Tractor
Year 2008 * Hours 3700, Comfort Pack

105.3HP At PTO, Very Nice To Drive
From Excellent Home, Immaculate / Mint

MORE than 40 people from across 
Scotland gathered on Islay at the start took place on Monday to farms on Islay 

Reserve

Pressures

and goose management are now key to 

-

United Auctions       
Stirling

Caledonian Marts   
Stirling

Assessment

I am aware of the need for 

everyone who has not already 

Market reports

Goose management solution sought at NFU event on Islay

Farmers 
urged to 
speak up 
on CAP  

-

the 2013 scheme have now 

-

-

Good news as hill farmers and 
crofters get support payments

Keeping it local

Know exactly where your meat has come from, 
support local producers

SLAUGHTER DATES FOR MARCH & APRIL 2014
TUESDAY 18TH & WEDNESDAY 19TH MARCH

TUESDAY 1ST & WEDNESDAY 2ND APRIL
DATES ARE BOOKING UP QUICKLY,

PLEASE BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.
Have 100% Faith in your Food 

REARED LOCALLY • KILLED LOCALLY
BUY LOCALLY • EAT LOCALLY

01680 300318    enquiries@mullslaughterhouse.co.uk

IACS 2014
SAC Consulting

IACS Surgeries will be held 
throughout Argyll, Lochaber & 
The Isles During March & April

SAC Consultants provide a professional service 
-

-

To book your appointment please contact 

Oban Tel: 01631 563093
Campbeltown Tel: 01586 552502
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL NEWSPAPER FOR THE WEST 
HIGHLANDS, ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 
newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Crannog Lane,
Oban, PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

details at www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

Save 50% 
when you subscribe to 

The Oban Times
digital edition!

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 16 March 2014
Lent 2

St John’s Cathedral, 
Oban

Holy Communion .... 08:00
Sung Eucharist......... 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish, 
Cladich

Holy Eucharist ......... 15:00
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........11:00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ......... 08:00
Evensong ................. 20:15
Holy Eucharist ...... Wed 19 

March 14:30

MEMORIALS

Andrew Anderson
& Sons

Funeral Services
24 hour Services

All funeral aspects covered

Monumental Services

Prepaid Funeral plans available

Address: 14 Camp Place, Callander

Telephone: (01877) 330398 / 330567  Fax: (01877) 331079

Email: aanderson.funeraldirectors@googlemail.com

Rest room address: Glenartney Road, Callander

Here at the Ben Nevis Hotel, we understand that 

TheBen Nevis
Hotel

Coping with 
bereavement
NO MATTER what life 

throws at you, losing 
a loved one is often 

the most difficult to deal 
with. During these times, 
it’s nice to know you’re not 
alone. 

Like all emotional trauma, people deal 
with grief in a number of different ways 
and there’s no right or wrong way to 
come to terms with bereavement. 

Some may feel confusion or disbelief 
while others can be angry or even guilty 
about something they could not prevent. 

Loneliness, anxiety,  fatigue or even a 
sense of numbness are common emo-
tions and nothing to be alarmed about. 

Physical symptoms are not uncom-
mon and can range from headaches, 
lethargy, muscle tremors and dizziness. 

The truth is there is no hard and fast 
way to deal with the loss and the conse-
quences that come along with it. 

There are, however, a number of ways 
to help yourself and others through 

these tough times, allowing you to get 
on with life while preserving treasured 
memories in a way that lets you look 
back with fondness and a smile.

Many people find talking to friends and 
family beneficial, recounting memories 
and sharing stories about the person no 
longer with them. 

Such discussions remind everyone 
why the bereaved was so loved and why 
they enriched the lives of those around 
them. 

In a similar way some may consider 
making a tribute of some kind to pay 
their respects in a physical or symbolic 
way.

With that in mind, a memorial service 
is often a crucial part of the grieving 
process. Funeral directors will take care 
of the practical arrangements and guide 
you through selecting flowers, music 
and order of events, helping to make 
the occasion reflect your wishes and 
the personality of the deceased. Most 
of all, the funeral offers a chance to 
say goodbye while sharing memories, 
experiences and anecdotes with friends 
and family - a true celebration of a 
person so important to so many.

DEATHS
BARTLETT - Suddenly at 
home on March 5, 2014, in 
his 76th year, Roy Bartlett, 
beloved husband of the late 
Murdina McRury, dear father 
to Shaun, Fiona and the late 
Ian and Roy Mac, a much 
loved brother-in-law and 
uncle.  Rest in Peace.
FARRELL - Peacefully at 
home on Sunday March 9, 
2014, Anne (nee Robertson) 
aged 65 years, beloved wife 
of Dave and much loved 
mother of Adrian, Jonathan 
and Angela and the late David, 
a much loved sister, aunt, 
mother-in-law, granny and 
good friend to many. Funeral 
service in Port Ellen Baptist 
Church on Friday March 
14 at 11.30am, thereafter 
to Kilnaughton Cemetery.

if wished to R.N.L.I. and The 
Beatson. Sorely missed by all 
who knew her.
MACDONALD - (Skye/ 
Lochgilphead/ Aberchirder)
Suddenly but peacefully 
at Balhousie Care Home, 
Huntly, on Sunday March 
9, 2014, John Mackenzie 
Macdonald, aged 100 years, 
beloved husband of Annie, 
much loved dad of Allison, 
a loving grandpa and great-
grandpa also a dear father-
in-law.  Funeral service in 
Strathbogie Church, Huntly 
on Thursday, March 13 at 
1.30 p.m. thereafter to Huntly 
Cemetery. All friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 

MACGILVRAY - Cathie, 
64 years of age, who died 
suddenly and bravely at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, on 
March 4, 2014. Widow of the 
late Curly MacGilvray, Isle 
of Luing. Adored mother of 
Catherine and devoted granny 
to Catriona. Service to take 
place on Thursday March 13, 
2014 at Kilchattan Church at 
2.00 pm followed by a burial 
at Kilchattan Cemetery for 
committal at 2.30 pm. Dearly 
missed by all. Donations to 
Macmillan Nurses and The 
MS Society.
MACIVER - Peacefully 
at Eader Glinn Care Home, 
Oban on Sunday, March 9, 
2014, aged 87 years, Ruby 
(Robina).  Funeral service 
will take place at Oban 
Parish Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Thursday, 
March 20, 2014 at 6.45pm
with an interment service 
the following day at Dollar 
Cemetery, Clackmannanshire 

only.

MACPHAIL - Suddenly  at 
his home in Dalgety Bay, 
Fife, on Tuesday 4 March, 
John (Ian) MacKay, loving 
husband of the late Nancy 
Gemmell, dear father to 
Karen, the loving youngest 
son of the late Duncan and 
Margaret MacPhail (Oban 
and Crianlarich), devoted 
brother to Duncan and late 
sister-in-law Mayme, and 
sister Ima and brother-in-law 
Douglas (Northumberland), 
a special uncle to David, 
Paul and Garry (Australia) 
and their extended families, 
and Douglas John (London).
He will be greatly missed by 
family and friends. Funeral 
to be held at Dunfermline 
Crematorium on March 15, at 
9.30am.
PONY - Christened David 
Frederick Moore only ever 
known as Pony left this life at 
home in Arrochar quietly and 
with dignity on Friday March 
7, 2014. A true character and 
legend who never complained, 
sorely missed by all family 
and many friends. Funeral 
at Cardross crematorium on 
Friday March 14, at 12.15hrs.

only please.
WANT - Peacefully at Islay 
Hospital, Bowmore, on March 
3, 2014, after prolonged illness 
and disability, courageously 
borne; Dolina Margaret 
MacKinnon, aged 66 years.
(Formerly of Burg, Torloisk, 
Isle of Mull) dearly beloved 
wife of David Want, much 
loved and loving mother to 
Gordon and Alasdair, devoted 
granny to Amy, Fiona and 
Melody, mum-in-law to 
Mairi, sister to Elizabeth, 
aunt to Roy and great aunt of 
Aiden.  A good friend to many 
and respected work colleague.  
So dearly loved and sadly 
missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ASKEW - The family of 
Tommy Askew would like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
expressions of sympathy and 
support received at this sad 
time.  We would like to thank 
all medical staff involved 
with Tommy’s care over the 
last couple of years.  Special 
thanks to Dugald Cameron 
for a lovely service and to 
Torquil Telfer and Duncan 
Forgrieve for making it extra 
special.  To Catriona and the 
staff of Hamish Hoey for their 
professionalism and kindness.  
We are extremely grateful to 
Angus MacColl for piping 

Tommy’s wishes.  Also thanks 
to Mairi, Stevie and staff at 

the Rowantree Hotel for their 
very kind hospitality and to 
all who paid their last respects 
in church and at the cemetery.  
The retiring collection for 
Cancer Research amounted to 
£720.49.
DUNCAN - The family of 
the late Allan Duncan would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support after our recent 
sad loss.  Special thanks to 
Father James MacNeil for 
spiritual comfort and uplifting 
service.  Thanks to Catriona 
and all at Hamish Hoey 

sensitive handling of funeral 
arrangements.  Finally our 
thanks to all who attended the 
church and graveside to pay 
their respects.
McLAREN - The family of 
the late Betty McLaren would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends for their expressions 
of sympathy and support after 
our sad loss. Special thanks 
to the ambulance crew; staff 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
and all at Connel Surgery.
Thanks to Rev Iain Walter 
for conducting a beautiful 
service. A special thanks to 
Catriona at Hamish Hoey and 

caring handling of funeral 
arrangements. Thank you to 
Anne, Jim, Ruth and all Betty’s 
friends at Dunmar Court. All 
the carers from Care Plus for 
their care over the years. The 
retiral collection for Cancer 
Research raised £510.90.
WALKER - The family 
of Willie Walker would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy after 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Kinlochleven 
and Ballachulish Medical 
Practices, Belford Hospital 

Care Home, Ballachulish 
for their wonderful care 
and support. Our thanks to 
Rev Adrian Fallows, Rev 
Donald Davidson and Mike 
McFall Funeral Directors 

arrangements and the Glencoe 

MEMORIAMS
BLOOR - In loving memory 
of Margaret, who passed away 
on March 12, 1999.
Loved and missed always.
-  Jimmy, Cathy and family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Mary, who died March 16, 
2007, also our dear father 
James (Jimmy), who died 
January 21, 1999.

Loved and remembered 
always.
- Gordon and Hazel.
CLARK- In precious 
memory of our much loved 
daughter, sister, mum and 
aunt, Margaret Macdonald, 
who was taken from us on 
March 9, 1997.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure 
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.
-  Love Mum, Dad, Aileen, 
Marilyn, Matthew, Natalie, 
Carrie-Anne, Caroline, 
Robert, Craig, Sharree and 
Darren.
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Mary (Calac), who passed 
away March 17, 2012.
Thank you for the years we 
shared.
R.I.P.
- Jimmy xx
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
aunt Mary (Calac), who 
passed away March 17, 2012.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts.
R.I.P.
- Margaret, Kirsteen, Stephen 
and Zander.
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of a dear sister Calac, 
auntie and great auntie May, 
who died March 17, 2012,
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Ronnie, Kathleen and family, 
Ballachulish, East Kilbride 
and Bridge of Earn.
MACDONALD - Fond 
memories of our dear friend 
and neighbour who passed 
away on March 14, 2013.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mary, Iona and Ashley.
MACPHAIL - In memory of 
Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
-Maureen.
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of my dear nephew 
Allan who passed away 
March 11, 2004.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Auntie Ann.
MACPHAIL - In memory of 
Allan, who passed away on 
March 11, 2004.
Lovingly remembered.
- Jennifer x
NICHOLSON - Jessie died 
March 11, 2000, loving wife 
of the late Malcolm.
Loved and always in our 
hearts.
- Donald, William, Catherine, 
Jane, Caroline and families.
OMAND - Treasured 
memories of a loving mother, 
mother-in- law and precious 
nana, Cathie, Isle of Tiree 

who sadly passed away on 
March 14, 2008.
We lost a mum with a heart 
of gold
How much we miss her can 
never be told
Behind our smiles is many a 
tear
For the mum we lost and 
loved so dear.
- Rosemary, Ina, John, 
Murray, Norma and families 
Tiree, Lewis and Renfrew.
RENNIE – In loving memory 
of dear mum, Mary Elizabeth 
Rennie (née Robertson), one 
time of Oban.
Always in our hearts.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Angela and  David
SCOTT - In loving memory 
of my dear husband Jimmy, 
father and papa, who died 
March 12, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Jessie and family.
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Follow us on 
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www.facebook.
com/obantimes

WATER SPORTS

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£500

We have a winner!
Congratulations to
C Jamieson, Roselea, Taynuilt
who has won the jackpot of £1300

POOL

 Oban Pool League - Sponsored by The Creagan Inn
                                                       P     W     D     L     GF     GA    Pts
 1  Cellar Bar  16 15     0      1    125      90      30
 2  Markie Dans A  16    15     0      1    117       43      30
 3  Lancaster A  16    14     1      1    124      36      29
 4  Lancaster B  15     9      1      5      86      64      19
 5  Markie Dans B  16     6      4      6      80      80      16
 6  Lochnell  16     6      3      7      77      83      15
 7  Foley’s Bar                       16     5      1     10     71      89       11
 8  Claredon                   15     4      2      9      64      86      10
 9  Gluepot  15     4      0     11     59       91       8
10 Lochavullin  15     4      0     11     49     101       8
11 Creagan Inn  11     2      1      8      24      86       5
12 Outreach  15     0      1     14     36     114       1

THE OBAN Filling Station Cup 

after the Lancaster A stunned 
Markie Dans A to set up a 
showdown with the Cellar.

The highly anticipated semi-

in full swing last week.
With the Cellar patiently await-

ing the winner, reigning cup 
holders Markie Dans A and old 
foes Lancaster A commenced 
the week’s action on Wednesday 
in an eagerly anticipated clash.

The Lancaster went into the 
game on the back of a draw 
against their opponent’s junior 
side, which arguably made the 
defending champions marginal 
favourites, although it was more 
pre-match taunts that were ex-
changed as opposed to money.

Both teams heavily top-ended 
the scorecard, looking to take 
the initiative and secure their 

Back in December, during 
-

ter opened up a big lead which 
Markies overturned during the 
doubles matches. Unfortunately 
for Markies on this occasion they 
couldn’t force the game beyond 
the singles.

In truth, a wounded Lancaster 
A wasted little time in grabbing 
a stranglehold on the action 
and simply battered a helpless 

against league champions and 
leaders the Cellar Bar.

On Thursday evening and 
returning to league business, 
the Lancaster A’s form didn’t 
relent, despatching Foley’s Bar 

However, the Cellar still 
remain the front runners after 
overcoming a possible banana 
skin, returning from Loch Etive 
victorious after their encounter 

with Lochnell.  Markie Dans 
A made the short trek across 
to Combie Street to square off 
against the Lochavullin, looking 
to banish their cup hangover.

In a quick return to winning 
ways the Corran Esplanade 
side bossed the match and 
importantly picked up the two 
points to trail the Cellar in the 
championship race only by 
game difference.

The battle for fourth place is 
hotting up, with Markie Dans B 
mounting a serious threat to the 
Lancaster B’s dominance over 
the chasing pack.

With home advantage, Markie 
Dan’s B had been hotly tipped to 
overthrow their neighbours but 
their inability to win doubles 
matches proved costly in a 7-3 
defeat.

Outreach lost to the Claredon.
Results: Oban Filling Station 

Cup (March 5): Lancaster A 6-1 
Markie Dans A.

Oban Pool League (March 6): 
Lochavullin 2-8 Markie Dans A; 
Lochnell 3-7 Cellar; Lancaster 
A 9-1 Foleys Bar; Outreach 2-8 
Claredon; Markie Dans B 3-7 
Lancaster B.

Fixtures (March 13): Markie 
Dans A v Gluepot; Cellar v Lan-
caster A; Foleys Bar v Markie 
Dans B; Outreach v Lochavul-
lin; Lancaster B v Claredon.

Lancaster A 
batter Markie 
Dans A into 
submission

A NEW water sports event will 
be launched in Arisaig in May.

The Celtic Paddle Fest will 
feature a weekend of kayaking 
and canoeing activities for all 
abilities as well as a triathlon, 
with a barbecue and entertain-
ment in the evening. 

Participants can attend 
a single day or the whole 
weekend of May 10 and 11 with 
the choice of two, three or four 
water sessions. 

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is organising the 
festival, along with local kayak 
and canoe companies. 

Frazer Coupland of the 
chamber said: ‘If paddling is 
something you have always 
fancied then this is a great 
chance. This is a unique event 
to the Outdoor Capital bringing 
paddlers and those who would 
like to paddle together in one 
location.’

Tickets will soon be available 
from www.celticpaddlefestl.
co.uk. 

Paddle Fest to be 
held at Arisaig

Good away point 
for Oban Athletic

ATHLETICS

OBAN Athletic travelled to 
take on Possil YM in a West of 
Scotland League match and the 
local side, who travelled with 
only eleven players, returned 
home with a creditable 3-3 
draw. 
Athletic goalscorers were 

Dean Smith (2) and Kris Gillies.
This Saturday the Oban boys 

are at home to Argyll rivals 
Lochfyneside in the Challenge 
Shield    

BADMITON player Harry 
Mobey has reached the summit 
of the Scottish age group 
rankings after easing to two 
victories at the weekend.

The Taynuilt teenager is now 
ranked number one at both 
singles and doubles in Scotland 
at under-14 level after success at 
the Scottish Schools Secondary 
Championships in Perth on 
Sunday. Harry played Mauch-
line’s Josh Mackay in the boys’ 

21-8, 21-8.
He also won the boys’ doubles 

with partner Aidan Delaney 
from Glasgow, defeating Joshua 
Apiliga and Alexander MacGar-
rie from Glasgow 21-7, 21-13 in 

Harry’s mother, Karen, said: 
‘The day was both exciting and 

played some of the best and 
fastest badminton he has ever 
produced.’

The 13-year-old is now being 
encouraged to test himself at 
under-15 and under-17 levels.

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Scottish Amateur Cup 7th 
Round - Oban Saints 0, 

One  - Paisley v Campbeltown 
Pupils;  Hillington v Dunoon, 
both postponed; Premier 
Division Two - Dunoon Athletic 
2, Lochgilphead Red Star 4; 
Division 1A - Millbeg v Tarbert 
postponed.

West of Scotland Cup, 4th 
round - Giffnock North v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division 
One - Campbeltown Pupils 
v Eaglesham; Hillington v 
Dunoon; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Jamestown;  Clydebank v 
Dunoon Athletic; Division 1A 
- Inverkip Thistle v Tarbert.  

Harry Mobey with his singles 
and doubles trophies from the 

Scottish Schools Secondary 
Championships.

Double up for 
Tayuilt teenager

BADMINTON

WITH Atlantis Leisure out of action 

the Oban area Sports Hall Athletics 
competition was held at Oban High 
School. 

The event, held last Saturday, 

competition to be held in Argyll this 
winter.

The series of competitions was pro-
moted by Mid Argyll Athletic Club 
and sponsored by a Communities 
2014 Lottery Grant. 

The entry was well up on last year 
and the standard of performance 
was encouraging. In the younger 
age groups the honours were evenly 

Taynuilt schools each winning two 
titles and Strath of Appin winning 
one.

Louie MacFarlane from Taynuilt 
was the under-9 champion, win-
ning six out of the seven events and 
excelled in the two-lap and four-lap 
races. Louie then proceeded to win 
the javelin, throwing 16 metres, but 
his best event was the high jump, win-
ning with a 1.12-metre jump which 
equalled the Argyll age record.

Another Taynuilt boy, Daniel 
Teape, was the under-11 champion, 
also winning six events, including a 
double on the track for the two-lap 
and four-lap race.

won the girls’ under-9 category, win-

11 title went north to Strath of Appin 
Primary, with Isla Dunlop winning 
six events with some style. Isla 
excelled in the running events with 
times of 23.2 seconds in the two-lap 
and 49.5 seconds in the four-lap.

An under-7 competition was in-

Primary provided both the boys’ and 
girls’ champions. Jacques Coates is 
looking to emulate his oldest brother 
Ben in the future and made a good 
start, winning on points ahead of 

won three events and Rhys im-
pressed in the two-lap race, winning 

in 25.4 seconds. The outstanding 
performance in this competition was 
by Joseph MacVicar from Easdale 
who won the javelin by throwing a 
remarkable 15.50 metres.

Anna Forgrieve, Park, was the 
girls’ under-7 champion ahead of 
Eve Milarvie from Lochnell. Anna 
won both running events, while Eve 
won the long jump, javelin and speed 

Primary, was the under-11 champion 
at Oban last year and runner-up at 
the Argyll Final and this year she 
triumphed in a competitive under-13 
category. Grace Thompson, Oban 
High School, was second on points.

Rory Dowd, Oban High School, 

won the boys’ under-13 contest ahead 
of Aaron MacKay from Dalmally.

Argyll’s top young athlete, Ben 
Coates, was an excellent under-15 
champion, winning all seven events 
and was majestic in the two-lap race, 
recording 18 seconds and later run-
ning an amazing 38.1 seconds in the 
four-lap. The Argyll age records will 
surely fall to Ben in these events at 

Emma Thompson was the girls’ un-
der-15 winner and her best event was 
the high jump, clearing 1.41metres.

Alison MacVicar and Scott Black 
were the under-17 winners. Alison 
and Scott have supported the indoor 
events for many years and Scott still 

holds the Argyll under-11 high jump 
record of 1.30 metres, set in 2010.

Successful athletes from Saturday 
will now qualify to take part in the 
Argyll Final to be held at Atlantis 
Leisure on Saturday, March 29. The 

-
tion from noon. 

best young athletes from the previ-
ous competitions at Lochgilphead, 
Campbeltown and Tobermory, plus 

at Atlantis Leisure.

Oban youngsters gear up for Sports Hall Athletics final

FOOTBALL

PRIMARY four pupil Owen 
Moran, who rides for North Ar-
gyll Cycle Club, has come third 

Owen was the youngest com-
petitor in the under-10 age cat-
egory at Ingliston Showground 
on Saturday.

The eight-year-old, of St 
Conans Road, Dalmally, was 
entered into the race by his Dad, 
who is a cyclist himself.

Proud father Stuart Moran 
said: ‘I decided to enter him 
into the competition and he did 
brilliantly. 

‘For several laps, Owen was 
in the lead and the commenta-
tor was getting rather excited 
shouting over the loudspeaker, 
‘and Owen Moran all the way 
from North Argyll is still out in 

right at the front of the peleton. 
‘I was trying to tell him to hold 

back a bit to keep energy for the 
end but he felt strong and at-
tacked the peleton. He then had 
a clear lead and caused a bit of a 
panic behind with the rest of the 
riders all strung out.’

The race, which was organised 
by the Edinburgh Road Club, 
comprised an individual time 
trial followed by a criterium, 

which saw Owen do multiple 
laps of a one-kilometre course. 

The Dalmally Primary School 
pupil’s performances in the time 
trial and crit race were added 

third place with three seconds 
separating him from second 
place.  

The promising cyclist is taking 
part in another criterium, The 
Crit on the Campus, on March 
23 at Stirling University.

Eight-year-old Owen Moran came third in an under-10 cycle 
race on Saturday and was the youngest in his category.

CYCLING

Owen gains
third place in

Owen in action at Ingliston.

Dunvergan Primary School: competed in national finals. 
20_f11shinty07

DUNVEGAN Primary School 
did the north end of Skye proud 
at the P6/7 Gilmour Sports Na-

William on Saturday, March 1.
Although team did not make 

the play-offs, the team accred-
ited themselves well in all their 
matches.

Only started
Coach Aileen Robertson 

told The Oban Times: ‘It is the 

shinty club three years ago.
‘We only have 60 kids in the 

school so we are just delighted 
to be here. It’s good to play 
against different teams and it’s 
a great day out.’ 

SCHOOL SHINTY

CAOL PRIMARY School boys 
enjoyed a kick about at the 
Nevis Centre on Friday.

The ‘fun fours’ festival began 
with the P1-2 boys before P3-4 
took over later in the afternoon.

A great afternoon was had 
by all and thanks go to Lisa 
MacGillivray of Caol Primary 
for organising the event. 

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Fun Fours Festival 
at the Nevis Centre

SUPER cyclists and Sport 
Relief will both be winners at a 
record breaking attempt, taking 
place at Mid Argyll Com-
munity Pool, Lochgilphead, this 
Saturday.

Participants will compete to 
see how many miles they can 
cover in a single hour – but 
there is a twist. They will be 
covering the distance using a 
static bike, linked to a perform-
ance-analysing computer, 
which uses software to generate 
race-like conditions.

The cyclist who travels the 
greatest distance in a one-hour 

Lochgilphead Hour record 
holder.

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
commitment to provide a 3G 
pitch in Lochgilphead  will 
ensure the survival and develop-
ment of many sports in Mid 
Argyll, leading local sportsmen 
have said. 

The news comes as the local 

upgrade the town’s 2G pitch to a 
3G surface in the summer.

of Lochgilphead Soccer Centre, 
said the 3G pitch would secure 
the future of Lochgilphead 
Red Star’s youth teams in the 
Dunbartonshire Development 
Football League.

Meanwhile Inveraray Shinty 

years, have somewhere to train 
in winter.

Euan McMurdo of Inveraray 
Shinty Club, said: ‘This will 
make a big difference to us 
and how we train throughout 
the winter as at the moment we 
don’t have anywhere to do stick 
training.

‘Previously we didn’t use it as 
a 2G but now it’s a completely 
new facility for the club.’

Alan Wright, rugby develop-

said: ‘This [3G] is certainly safer 
for rugby.

‘We will now be able to do 
some light contact training that 
we couldn’t do before.’

Peter Laing, the Lochgilphead 
referee who started a petition 
to get the 2G pitch upgraded, 
thanked the 1,400 people who 
signed the petition and local 
councillors for their support.

He said: ‘Argyll and Bute 
Council deserves praise for lis-
tening to the public on this mat-
ter and reaching this decision, 
which will improve the standard 
of sport in Mid Argyll.’

3G PITCH

CYCLING

Record breaking 
cycling attempt Council commits to providing

a 3G pitch for Lochgilphead
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Fixtures

Results

SHINTY

Weather wins 
as 14 games 
are called off

National head coaches announced
THE Camanachd Association is delighted 
to announce the appointment of Ronald 
Ross as head coach of the senior national 
squad and Garry Reid as head coach of the 
under 21 national squad for the 2014 and 
2015 seasons. 

Ronald steps up to head coach of the 
senior squad following two years with the 
under 21 side and takes over from previous 
head coach, Drew McNeil, who stood down 
in 2013 after four years at the helm.

As well as having worked for over ten 

the Camanachd Association, Ronald has 
played at the highest level with his club, 
Kingussie, since he was 16, scoring over 
1000 goals.  He has captained the under 
21 and senior national squads on more 
than one occasion and was awarded an 
MBE back in 2011 for services to shinty.  

Former Camanachd Cup winner, Jimmy 
Gow, from Kingussie has been appointed 
as assistant coach.

Garry has over 20 years of experience 
in playing and coaching at clubs including 
Strathglass, Glenorchy, Bute and Lovat 
and during his time as youth development 
manager at the Camanachd Association 
led the under 17 development squad on 
their annual trip to Dublin.  He has been 
involved in the development of coach edu-
cation courses for shinty and is currently 
a UKCC Level 2 standard coach.  Garry 
was also part of the 1997 under 21 coach-
ing team under Duncan Kelly and George 
Stewart. 

-
Rae, and former under 21 player and Under 
17 representative coach, Allan MacKech-
nie from Glenorchy, have been appointed 

as Garry’s assistant coaches.
Speaking of the appointments, Cama-

nachd Association Competitions Director, 
Richard Gall, said: ‘I am very pleased to 
appoint two highly experienced coaches to 
these positions.  Both the senior and under 

-
nald and Garry can build on this.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Drew 
McNeil and his assistants, Kenny Ross and 
George Hay, for their hard work and dedi-
cation to the job for the past four years.’

This year’s Marine Harvest Shinty/Hurl-

place in Inverness on Saturday October 
18 and the following weekend all three 
national squads (senior, under 21 and 

shinty/hurling international series.

Saturday 8 March
Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Inveraray

Lochaber v Glenurquhart
Postponed due to bereavement 
Kingussie 1 - 3 Lovat
Newtonmore 5 - 1 Kyles Ath
Match transferred to
Newtonmore

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Glasgow MA v Fort William

Glenorchy v Caberfeidh

Oban Camanachd v Bute

Beauly 1 - 5 Kilmallie
Match transferred to Beauly 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass v Skye

Glenurquhart 5 - 0 Beauly
Match transferred to
Drumnadrochit 
Lovat 1 - 6 Inverness
Kingussie 1 - 8 Newtonmore
Match transferred to Dunbarry, 
Kingussie.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Glengarry

Fort William v Lochaber
Postponed due to bereavement 
Lochcarron v Skye

Boleskine 1 - 6 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Strathspey v Lewis
Postponed because of ferry 
cancellation 
Caberfeidh v Kilmallie
Postponed Kilmallie unable to 

Caberfeidh 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Taynuilt

Kilmory v Kyles Athletic

Lochside Rovers v Ballachulish

Strachur v Oban Celtic

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish v Glenorchy

Bute v Col Glen

Aberdour v Inveraray

Tayforth 1 - 0 Glasgow MA

Saturday 15 March
Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie
John Angus Gillies 
Kyles Athletic v Glenurquhart
Ted McDonald
Lochaber v Lovat
Innes Wood
Newtonmore v Inveraray
Billy Wotherspoon
Marine Harvest
National Division
Beauly v Oban Camanachd
Deek Cameron
Fort William v Bute
Colin MacDonald
Glasgow MA v Glenorchy
David Mitchell
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh
Lachie Wood
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart v Skye
David Stafford
Lovat v Kingussie
Archie Ritchie
Inverness v Beauly
Evan MacRae
Strathglass v Newtonmore
Graham Cameron
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Lochaber
Robert Morrison
Glengarry v Kinlochshiel
Ron Kennedy
Lochcarron v Fort William
John Matheson
Skye v Aberdeen Uni
Rab MacAskill
Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Inverness v Kilmallie
Martin MacLean
Lochbroom v Lewis
John Wood
Strathspey v Caberfeidh
Andy MacLean
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Taynuilt
Calum Girvan
Lochside Rovers v Kilmory
Robert Baxter 
Oban Celtic v Kyles Athletic
John MacGregor 
Strachur v Aberdour
Alex MacVicar
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Aberdour v Ballachulish
Neil MacDonald
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Euan Pearson 
Glenorchy v Tayforth
Ronnie Campbell 
Inveraray v Col Glen
Ewen MacDonald
(Throw-ups 2.30pm unless 

AT THE most recent commit-
tee meeting of the Women’s 
Camanachd Association held 
on Wednesday March 5, the 
draws were made for both the 
2014 Valerie Fraser Camanachd 
Cup and the Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup.

Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup 
will take place on the weekend 
of  May 24 and 25 while the 

Harvest Challenge Cup will 
take place on Sunday June 8, 
both at the respective home 
team’s grounds.

It was also announced at the 
committee meeting that the 

-
tions will take place at the 
Bught Park, Inverness while 
the 2014 Cup Finals Day will 
return to Strachur where it was 
last very successfully hosted in 
2012.

Badenoch & Strathspey and 
Strathglass as current cup hold-
ers of the Valerie Fraser and 
Marine Harvest Challenge Cup 
respectively will be out to make 
a strong claim for holding on to 
the title for two years in a row 
but will come up against very 
strong opposition with other 
ideas.

The Cup Draw is as follows: 
Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup: 

Saturday and Sunday May 24/25 
- GMA v Aberdour; Lochaber v 
Badenoch & Strathspey; Skye v 
Strathglass; Glengarry bye.

Marine Harvest Challenge 
Cup: Sunday June 8 - Ardna-
murchan v GMA; Strathglass* 
v Oban Lorne; Dunadd v Cowal 
& Bute; Lovat bye 

*If Strathglass progress in 
the Valerie Fraser Cup, Oban 
Lorne will receive a bye to the 
Semi Final

Semi Finals will be take place 
Sunday June 22 at the Bught 
Park, Inverness.

Women’s Cup Finals Day 
returns to Strachur for 2014 on 
Saturday September 6.

Women’s 2014 cup draws made 

Last Saturday’s North Division One game due to be played at Beauly was switched to Drumnadrochit when the Braeview Park playing 
surface was declared unplayable because of the recent heavy rain. Our photo shows Beauly’s Ross Forbes getting to the ball before 

Glenurquhart’s James Hurwood with Sandy Elrick looking on. Glenurquhart ran out comfortable 5-0 winners.
 Photo Donald Cameron  

Four fixtures reversed to
allow games to go ahead
KINLOCHSHIEL take on 
Kingussie at Kirkton for a match 
which already carries added 

men following their 4-0 loss 
to Glenurquhart in their Orion 
Group Premiership opener.

Coach Colin Fraser will be 
without full back David Falconer 
for at least another four weeks 
as he has a broken shoulder but 
Keith MacRae could make his 
return to the side following his 
recovery from a hernia opera-
tion.

A decision on whether Gordy 
MacDonald, who has been 
struggling with a knee problem, 
will play a part will be made 
closer to match day.

Fraser reckons Lovat’s 3-1 win 
at The Dell did ’Shiel no favours 
because Kings will be smarting 
from that defeat.

He said: ‘Anybody that takes 
Kingussie lightly does so at 
their peril especially with them 
losing on Saturday. They will be 
desperate to get a win against 
us.

‘We have got to look to get 
points from our home games, 
it is as simple as that. Anything 
we gain away from home is a 
bonus.’

He added: ‘We will just play 
our own game and I am sure 
they will do the same. We will 
be hoping home advantage does 
it for us but with Kingussie you 
never can tell.’

KINGUSSIE co-manager 
Russell Jones is hoping for a 
win in the away game against 
Kinlochshiel at Kirkton Park.

Louis Munro is back from 
suspension but the team will 
be without John Gibson who 
pulled a hamstring just before 
Saturday’s game against Lovat. 

Kingussie lost the home match 
3-1 and are now more deter-
mined than ever for a victory 
this weekend.  

Jones said: ‘It’s going to be 
a really good game because 
both teams want to get off the 
mark. It’s always a tough game 
up there but our team’s looking 
good and we really want to win 
so it should all make for a great 
game.’

KYLES ATHLETIC
themselves in the unfamiliar 
position of bottom place of the 
Orion Group Premiership after 

But the Kyles men had a dis-
ruptive pre-season because of 
friendlies being called off and 
have played the league’s two 
on-form teams in the opening 
weekends of the season. 

Kyles trainer James Perlich 
says his team’s priority is to set-
tle into a steady run of games in 
a bid to reverse their fortunes.

He said: ‘We didn’t play on 
grass at all during the off-sea-
son, because of the weather, so 
that is clearly affecting our early 
league performances.’

The Argyll team are scheduled 
to play another on-form team, 
Glenurquhart, at Tighnabruaich 
this weekend.

Last week’s heavy 5-1 defeat to 
rivals Newtonmore would have 
been a sore one to take - only a 
90th minute strike from Robbie 
MacLeod gave any consolation.

Perlich said: ‘I think we gave 
Newtonmore a better game than 
the scoreline suggests.

‘Newtonmore took their 
chances early but we had the 
better of the second half and 
could just not convert our pres-
sure into goals. 

‘The boys showed plenty of 
determination but we need 
games to get up to speed.’

Lovat’s Lorne Mackay comes off second best in the challenge with 
James MacLean of Kingussie.  Photo: Neil Paterson

Kyles’ second team will travel 

Oban Celtic this Saturday.
‘

GLENURQUHART will travel 
to Tighnabruaich to play Kyles 
Athletic after Saturday’s game 
against Lochaber was cancelled 
becaue of bereavement. 

Manager Billy MacLean 
watched his upcoming rivals’ 
match against Newtonmore and 
was impressed despite Kyles 5-1 
defeat. 

He said: ‘They’ve already had 
two hard games this season 
and they were very unlucky on 
Saturday. They’re a strong team 
and I think they had a lot of 
missed chances.’

Glenurquhart will be without 

back Andrew Corrigan broke his 
hand in a previous game against 
’Shiel and Ally Mackintosh is 
still recovering from an ankle 
injury. 

Despite this, MacLean is still 
hoping for a win.

He said: ‘We’re always hopeful 

so they’ve a tough team to beat. 
These are the games we like to 
take things away from so if we 
get a point or two down there we 
would be very happy.’

LOCHABER CAMANACHD 
will need to be on top form to 
beat last year’s Orion group 

Coach Robert Johnstone is 
anxious as his team have yet to 
play this season, whilst rivals 
Lovat have won both games.

hard game at Spean Bridge and 

will be treating them with all 
the respect we have got but we 
are lucky to have a few games 
under our belts so I would 
reckon that is a wee advantage 
for ourselves.

‘But they are at home so that 
levels things up a bit.

‘We drew with them 0-0 in 

thought they were very impres-
sive and got better as the season 
went on.’ 

MacRae will have Owen 
Ferguson and Calum MacAulay 
back in the squad but rated 
Matheson’s chances as ‘doubt-
ful’ after the forward suffered 
a leg knock in the 3-1 win over 
Kingussie.

MacRae said: ‘It was a sore 
one but Greg is pretty resilient 
and if thinks he can play then he 
will.’

Orion Group Premiership 
champions NEWTONMORE 
will take on Inveraray at home 
with a full squad. 

The team were spurred on af-
ter a 5-1 win against rivals Kyles 

season on Saturday and Coach 
PJ Mackintosh is hoping for a 
repeat performance. 

He said: ‘The boys played 
some really nice shinty at the 
weekend and we’re hoping to 
win again this week. 

‘Inveraray are a good team 
but you don’t know how well 

full squad of players who are 
desperate to get their season 
underway.

‘Newtonmore have got their 

what we are capable of and if 
we can defend well there is no 
reason we can’t get the win,’ 
MacPherson added.

OBAN CAMANACHD 
manager Gussie Campbell 
says Beauly’s heavy defeat last 
weekend at Kilmallie will not 

-
pares to take his side north for 
the second time in two weeks.

Camanachd ranks following an 
away win at Caberfeidh on the 
opening day of the season but 
Campbell says he is anticipating 
another ‘hard and tricky away 
tie’ this Saturday.

Campbell said: ‘Beauly are 
being touted as one of the teams 
that could win this league and 
although I didn’t expect them to 
win at Kilmallie, I didn’t expect 
a 5-1 defeat.

‘Are Beauly now going to 
come out hard against us like 
wounded beasts, or are they 

former, so we have to guard 
against that.

‘When they beat us last year 
in the Scottish Cup they were a 
bit of an unknown quantity but 
we have a game plan and their 
result last week is not going to 
alter that.’

Oban Camanachd captain 
Scott MacMillan is unavailable 
for the trip.

Last weekend’s home tie 
against Bute was postponed 
because of a waterlogged pitch.

FORT WILLIAM will look 
to get their National Division 
campaign underway at the third 
time of asking after rain washed 

Opponents Bute are in the 
same position but Fort co-man-
ager Adi Robertson just wants 
his team to get some competitive 
shinty under their belts.

He said: ‘We are desperate 
to get going. We have not hit a 
ball in six weeks because three 
of our pre-season games were 
called off as well. It is not ideal 
at all.

‘Bute will be a hard game - 
they are a hard physical team but 
playing them will be something 
of a step into the unknown be-
cause we have not played them 
for a few years. No doubt they 
have the same core of players 
but there will be a few new faces 
we have not seen before.’

Defender Liam MacIntyre, 
who has been out for a year with 
a broken hand, could feature for 
the Fort at some stage.

Roberton said: ‘Liam will 
be involved in the squad but 
he needs a game to see how he 
reacts - that’s the next step for 
him.

‘We will have pretty much a 

full squad apart from Duncan 
Rodger who has a knee prob-
lem.’

BUTE 
they will be competitive in the 
new National Division by testing 
themselves this Saturday against 
one of the league favourites, 
Fort William.

With The Meadows unplay-
able in week one of the season 

waterlogged last Saturday, it 
-

KILMALLIE welcome 
Caberfeidh to Canal Parks 
after opening their season with 
a comprehensive 5-1 win at 
Beauly.

Coach Duncan Kelly will 
have his squad strengthened 
by the return of defenders Ian 
Robertson and Graham Mitchell 
but Stephen MacAllister will be 
unavailable for a game that Kil-
mallie will start as favourites.

Kelly, though, is wary of the 
threat Cabers pose after last 
season’s close encounters.

He said: ‘We played them 
three times last year and only 
beat them by the odd goal every 
game.  

‘It is always tough against them 
but if we can carry forward the 

-
day and put in the same amount 
of effort I will be happy.

‘I thought our captain Liam 
MacDonald was outstanding 
and put in one of the best per-
formances at full centre I have 
seen in a number of years.

‘The amount of effort was in-

left he was driving people on.
‘The whole team played well, 

not least our young keeper 
Shane Gillies who had a great 
save with his stick when it was 
still 0-0.’ 

Goals from Michael Rodger 
and Mark Graham had Kilmal-
lie 2-0 up at the break before 
Martin Munro, MacDonald 
and Graham again added to the 
tally.

David MacLean scored Beau-
ly’s consolation.

GLENORCHY will be aware 
of falling too far behind their 

competitive match of the 2014 
season.

Pace setters Kilmallie and 
Oban Camanachd have already 
laid down markers with good 
wins in their opening Na-

Glenorchy, handicapped by a 

look on and wait.
This Saturday the Dalmally 

side should get a match under 
their belts as they travel to 
Glasgow.

SKYE CAMANACHD make 
the trip to Drumnadrochit to 
face a Glenurquhart side buoyed 

by a 5-0 win over Beauly last 
weekend. Skye were out of ac-
tion after rain washed out their 
game with Strathglass but coach 
John MacLeod does not see that 
as a disadvantage as his team 
look to mount their challenge 
for promotion to the National 
Division.

He said: ‘We went down 
there pre season and lost to the 

ourselves well and hopefully we 
can get the job done.

‘A lot of people are billing us 
as favourites but you have to 
watch yourself in this league 
because it will be no walk in the 
park for Skye - especially when 
you look at Newtonmore, who 
have come out of the box very 
quickly.’

MacLeod will have Jordan 
Murchison back in the forward 
line but Jamie Gannon, Chris 
Rose and Ian Murray all have 
family commitments.

MacLeod said: ‘Apart from 
those three we have a full squad 
and plenty of cover.’

GLENGARRY will play their 

Kinlochshiel after the last two 
matches against Skye and Ab-
erdeen University were rained 
off. 

The team is without Daniel 
MacLennan who is suspended 
but coach Ewen Cameron 
remains hopeful for a win.

He said: ‘We haven’t been able 
to play yet. We’ve only had one 
friendly against Oban Celtic but 
the team is as strong as it can be. 
We don’t have a big squad so we 
just have to go with what we’ve 
got.

‘Kinlochshiel were really 
strong last year, they beat us 
both times we played them so 
we just need to wait and see 
what happens. We’re always 
hopeful.’ 

BALLACHULISH will take 

game of the season after moving 
up a division. 

Scheduled games against 
Kyles Athletic and Lochside 
Rovers have been rained off and 
chairman Iain Brown said the 
team were anxious to play. 

He said: ‘The boys are 

They’re frustrated about not be-
ing able to play the last couple of 
weeks, so they’re really looking 
forward to it.’ 

Ballachulish will be without 
John MacDonald who is sus-
pended and Alan Clark who 
is recovering from a broken 
shoulder but it is hoped he will 

weeks. 
Brown added: ‘Taynuilt were 

a good team last year and they 
will be hard to beat. We’ve come 
up a league so it’ll be tough but 
we need that push to improve so 
it’ll be good for us.’

TAYNUILT players have yet 
to swing a caman in anger 
this season after the elements 
wreaked havoc with the pre-

Now the young Lorn side face 
a tough trip this Saturday to an 
ever-improving Ballachulish, 
who are looking for consecutive 
promotions.

OBAN CELTIC president 

pile-up later in the season, as 
his side await the chance to start 
their season.

The Oban side have the ben-

Saturday, meaning their game 
against Kyles Athletic’s second 
team is likely to go ahead.

Hamilton said: ‘The weather 
should be drier this week, so I’m 
hopeful we will get to play our 

‘The boys are keen to get going 
but I am more concerned that if 
we don’t get games played now 

especially if we have a cup run.’
Hamilton admits the Tighnab-

ruaich men present an unknown 
quantity, having just been pro-
moted to South Division One.

‘They are a bit of an unknown,’ 
said Hamilton. ‘At home they are 
very strong but they don’t travel 
that well and I would hope to 
get our season off to a winning 
start. It won’t be an easy match. 
They won’t be novices, that’s for 
sure.’

A young and untested LOCH-
SIDE ROVERS face a far 
more experienced opponent in 
Kilmory this Saturday.
But with home advantage, and 
an element of surprise, the Oban 
team may fancy their chances at 
getting a result.

Lochside are yet to play a 
game this season after the two 
matches were postponed.

KILMORY face tough opposi-
tion on Saturday when they play 
Lochside Rovers away from 
home. 

The Mid Argyll side was de-
feated twice by Rovers in South 
Division One last season. 

Alister MacArthur, from 
Kilmory, said: ‘We are a bit ap-
prehensive going into this game. 
They have a good young team, 
but we should have a full squad 
to take with us to the match.’ 

The game is scheduled to be 

but may change because of the 
weather.

STRACHUR will be back 
in league action on Saturday 
when they take on Aberdour. 
The side will hope to build on 
their positive start to the season, 
which saw them draw 1-1 with 
Kilmory two weeks ago. 

Tomorrow’s match will be 
played at Strachur Park.

Johnstone said: ‘It’s going to 
be a tough game. They’ve played 
two already so they won’t be as 
rusty as we are. We’re starting 
afresh so we just need to see 
how it goes. They’re a hard team 
to beat and they deserved the 
position they were in last year 
so it won’t be easy. The team 
have been training really hard 
but not getting on to the grass 
has a massive impact.’

Lochaber have the advantage 
of playing on home turf with a 
full squad.

LOVAT look to be in ominously 
impressive form as they head 
to Spean Bridge to take on 
Lochaber - but will hope hit-

in time.
The Kiltarlity men have started 

their season with two wins from 
two and already look to have the 
ammunition to challenge title 
favourites Newtonmore.

Coach Allan MacRae was 
delighted with Saturday’s 
solid win at The Dell but knows 
Lochaber will be no pushovers 
on their home turf.

MacRae said: ‘It is always a 

they travel - they might face 

they come with a full squad then 
it’s going to be tough.’

INVERARAY have not yet 
played a game this season but 
are daring to believe they can 
get both points at Newtonmore 
this Saturday.

The Royal Burgh may be 
some people’s tip for relegation 
this season but player/manager 
Garry MacPherson has set his 
sights higher - a victory against 
the defending champions in 
their own back yard.

He said: ‘I would like to try 
and go for the win on Saturday.

‘No-one is getting on top of 
them, putting them on the back 
foot. I’ll be interested to see if 
we can do that and how they will 
cope with it.

‘They are strong at the back 
but we seem to score against 
them every time we play - the 
problem is they can score a lot 
back at us!’ 

MacPherson admits he would 
have preferred to have played 
a competitive match before 
the trip to Badenoch but has a 



Sport

Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate to rough

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 13, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.49   3.2 10.44 1.5 16.22       3.3       22.23      1.3
Fri  04.26 3.5 11.15 1.3 16.54       3.6       22.59      1.0     
Sat  05.02 3.7 11.43 1.1 17.28       3.7       23.32      0.9
Sun  05.36 3.8 12.10 0.9      18.00      3.9         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.04 0.7 06.07 3.9 12.38 0.9        18.28       3.9
Tues       00.35       0.7 06.35 4.0 13.04 0.9 18.53      3.9
Wed  01.05   0.7 07.01 3.9 13.29 0.9 19.19       3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
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Oban Saints youth 
results and fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Saints crash 
out of the 
Scottish Cup

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
3, Riverclyde 2. On target for 
Saints were Daniel McCuish (2) 
and Lewis Buchanan; Under 15s 
no game; Milngavie v Under 17s 
postponed

Under 13s v Helensburgh; 
Dumbarton Riverside v Under 
14s; Under 15s v Blair Thistle; 
Under 17s v Clydebank.

CARPET BOWLS

FOOTBALL

PLAYSPORT

Tight at the top

Fosters Scottish Amateur Cup
 - 7th Round

Oban Saints 0

SAINTS entertained Central 

in the seventh round of the Fos-
ters Scottish Amateur Cup on 
Saturday but the local lads chose 
to turn in their worst perform-
ance of the season to exit the 
national cup with a whimper.

The Oban side just did not 
get going against a well drilled 

can have no complaints at the 
result.

Saints were without striker Al-
lan MacKay, away in Ireland for 
the weekend, Dene Cassells was 

suspended and Colin Tindall was 
stranded on Mull when the ferry 
failed to sail on Saturday morn-
ing because of bad weather, but 
Mattie Rippon made a welcome 
return to the squad as did Paul 
Kerr and Daniel Cassells.

The match was due to be 
played at Glencruitten, but the 
heavy overnight rain made the 
pitch unplayable so the game 
was switched to the Community 
3G pitch at Oban High School.

A large crowd turned up to see 
if Saints could march into the 
last eight of the Scottish Cup, 
but they must have left bitterly 
disappointed as the home side 
turned in a lack-lustre perform-
ance.

Oban in the West of Scotland 
Cup last season, but there was to 
be no repeat this time around as 
the home side were beaten by the 
better team on the day.

Things started well for Saints 
as they knocked the ball about 

-

had to make a brave save to deny 
the visitors a goal.

However, only one minute later 

harmless looking through ball 
caught the Saints defence knap-

ping and David Kilcar was on 
hand to lob the ball over Daniel 
Cassells and into the empty net 
- not the start Saints were look-
ing for.

The home side had a good 
chance when the ball fell kindly 
for Ross Maitland at the edge 

Donnie Campbell with a pass 
when perhaps a shot on target 
might have been the better op-
tion.

Saints just could not get going 
in the middle of the park and the 

were giving Craig MacEwan 
and Lewis Cameron few op-
portunities up front, although 
Lewis was unlucky when a good 
effort came back off the post 

Shaw beaten.
The half-time whistle arrived 

with the visitors holding on to a 
narrow one-goal lead.  

The home supporters must have 
been expecting their favourites 
to come out all guns blazing in 
the second period to try and get 
back into the game but this just 
did not happen although they 
created a good chance right at 
the start of the second 45 min-

No way through for Lewis Cameron as he’s blocked off by two Eastfield defenders during last Saturday’s Scottish Amateur Cup
7th round match which took place at Oban Community pitch.  Photos: Stephen Lawson

‘All teams have a blip during the 
season, it’s just disappointing
ours came in such a big game’

Iain Jackson.

utes when Craig MacEwan beat 
two men in the box, but he was 
stretching and failed to get any 

keeper spilled the ball but man-
aged to retrieve the situation 
before Lewis Cameron could 
pounce.

Saints huffed and puffed their 
way through the second half with 
only a Donnie Campbell shot 
that sailed over the bar coming 
anywhere near the target.

At the other end Daniel Cas-
sells had to push a well taken 
free kick from Marc McJimpsey 
round the post for a corner.

Although not playing anywhere 

near their best the Oban side 

minutes from time when Daniel 
Cassells got caught in no man’s 

the ball before the big keeper 
to slot it home and end Saints’ 
Scottish Cup dream for another 
season.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
bitterly disappointed. He said: 
‘This was our worst perormance 
of the season, we just didn’t turn 
up and had too many players off 

team on the day and we have no 
complaints at the result.

season. We’ve played 20 games   
- league and cup as well as pre-
season friendlies and this is the 

score a goal.
‘We’ve still got plenty to play 

for - we’re still in the West of 
Scotland Cup, Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy and have a good chance 
of winning the league so we all 
need to put this defeat behind 
us and pull together and I’m 
sure we’ll get back on track. All 
teams have a blip during the sea-
son, it’s just disappointing that 
ours came in such a big game. 
The club would like to thank the 
large crowd who turned up to 

support the team on the day.’
The big games are coming 

thick and fast for the Oban side as 
this Saturday they are on West of 
Scotland Cup fourth round duty 
with a tough away tie against 
last season’s Caledonain League 
champions Giffnock North.

The match will be played at 
either Northolm Park, Giffnock 
(grass) or Nethercraigs 3G. The 
venue depends on the weekend 
weather. Kick-off is 2pm.

on the day, so extra time and 
penalies, if required, will decide 
who gets a home game against 

PETROLHEADS will be 
making their way to Mull, later 
this month as the island revives 
the Gravel Sprint rally time 
trials after 10 years.

Organisers Mull Car Club 
will head to Glengorm on 
Saturday, March 29 for the 
Glengorm Rally Time Trial 
event, which will see com-
petitors take on a 1.3 mile-long 
stage six times during the 
course of the day. 

A driver-only competition, it 
has been arranged as the open-
ing date in the new, four-race 
Scotland-wide tournament, 
the Scottish Association of 
Car Clubs’ Rally Time Trial 
Championship, with different 
categories offered to include all 
abilities of drivers.

The west coast will 
feature prominently in the 
championship though, with Fort 
Augustus and Skye also hosting 
races.

Clerk of the Mull course, John 
Clayton, told The Oban Times
he hoped it would welcome a 
younger generation of drivers 
into the sport.

‘It’s going to be a great, fun 

one for the younger drivers 
who are up and coming, or the 
older drivers who perhaps feel 
competing in a full champion-
ship isn’t for them anymore.

‘It’s a different beast from the 
Mull Rally, but everyone says 
it’s a brilliant idea so we hope it 
goes from strength to strength.’

Competitors can enter in 
seven categories; up to 1,400cc, 
1,400cc-1,600cc with eight 
valve engines, 1,400cc-1,600cc 
with 16 valves, 1,600cc-
2,000cc, 2,000cc and over, and 
4x4 vehicles. 

John said the event couldn’t 
happen without ‘incredible 
community support’, thank-
ing Mr and Mrs Nelson at 
Glengorm Estate in particular 
for the use of their land.  A host 
of local sponsors have helped 
with the cost of putting on the 
event, which will be marshalled 
by an army of 50 volunteers. 

Following stages of the 
championship will be held 
in Fort Augustus on May 17, 
Coneyhatch in Stonehaven on 
July 19 and Skye on September 
20. 

RALLYING

Gravel Sprint time 
trials revived

hall to stop children in Oban and 
Lorn having fun at their weekly 
PlaySport classes.

Organised by Atlantis Leisure, 
PlaySport gives youngsters the 
chance to try a variety of sports, 
with classes usually held in the 
sports centre’s main hall.

pipe earlier this year meant the 
main hall in Atlantis Leisure had 
to close.

Determined Atlantis staff 

and the Corran Halls proved a 
suitable solution.

PlaySport manager Ben Pol-

Doing a ‘Mobot’ pose at the 
Corran Halls are youngsters 
from the Atlantis’ PlaySport 
group and their coaches. 

lock said: ‘I organised events 
on March 1 and March 8 for the 
children who have missed out 
on their classes because of the 

‘The Corran Halls staff were 
very helpful and arranged to take 
us in on those two consecutive 
Saturdays.

‘The children and parents were 
delighted that we managed to put 
something on.’

At the free-of-charge Corran 
Halls events more than 60 chil-
dren took part in tennis, athletics 
and fun games led by Ben, Jade 
McEwan, Colin McKenzie and 
Jonathon Brown.

PlaySport will resume in 
Atlantis Leisure after the Easter 
Holidays.

Flooded hall fails to 
dampen the spirits
of PlaySport children

LEAGUE positions in the Lorn 
Carpet Bowling League
Benderloch 11          66
Cairnbaan 10          66
Kilmore  10          61
North Connel 12          42
Easdale  11          28
Connel  11          25
Taynuilt  11          18

A MIX of youth and experience 
will lead the newly formed 
committee of the Mid Argyll 
Sports Trust.

Hugh MacArthur, an original 
member of the sports trust 
formed in the ’90s, has been 
elected chairman of the trust, 
while Fee Corner, who heads up 
the Inveraray Sports Hub, is his 
deputy.

Inveraray Shinty Club’s 
Ruairidh Graham will be trust 
secretary and Frances Hardie, 
Active Schools coordinator for 
Tarbert, will be treasurer.

Sheila MacCallum, 

Derek McCulloch, David 
Renwick, John Crawford and 
Peter Hogbin make up the 
remainder of the committee.

Collectively they represent 
sports including horse riding, 
football, shinty, golf, water 
sports, as well as Mid Argyll 
Show.

SPORTS TRUST

Mid Argyll Sports 
Trust committee 
formed
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

FORT William’s reputation as a 
shopping destination has been 
dealt a blow after it emerged that 
Ian Wynne and Son will shut its 
doors today (Thursday).

The family butchers is believed 
to be the oldest established 
business left in the pedestrianised 
town centre.

The outlet stands almost on the 
same spot where current owner 
Tom Wynne’s grandfather 
Lachie opened a shop at at Aird’s 
crossing back in 1923.

The closure means the High 
Street will be without a butcher’s 

memory.
Tom, 59, was sad to end the 

Fort William but said he had 
always planned to retire this 
year after 40 years in the job.

Business partner Stewart 
Duncan, 49, who has been at 
Wynne’s since he was 15, had 
the option of taking over the 
shop.

expire and Mr Duncan decided 

LOCHABER will lose a cherished piece of 
its retail fabric when Wynne’s the butchers 

Present owner Tom Wynne’s grandfather 
Lachie opened his shop at Aird’s Crossing 
in 1923 before relocating to High Street in 
the early 1930s to premises now occupied by 
Nevis Bakery.

1958 under Tom’s uncle Donnie Wynne, and 

a travelling shop served outlying communi
ties from Glencoe to Roy Bridge for 10 years 
from the early 1960s.

Moved
Tom’s father Ian took over the business, 

which then moved back to Aird’s Crossing in 
1984 to take advantage of the Presto super
market next door, which is now MacKay’s 
clothes store.

Wynne’s opened two shops in Oban, the 

town ended three years ago.

industrial estate around 1980 then moved 
manufacturing to bigger premises on Blar 
Mhor industrial estate. 

company decided it could not meet new 
European regulations and production was 
switched to the shops.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Customer Mary Anderson is ‘gutted’ that Wynne’s the butchers is closing. 20_f11wynnes01

against signing up to a costly 
new rental agreement.

Mr Wynne told The Oban 
Times
High Street has changed and it 
is now geared more towards bus 
parties and tourists more than it 
used to be. That has affected the 
business because we deal mostly 
with locals.

‘Fort William is reinventing 

type culture developing on High 
Street.

‘The town has gone through 
a rough time but I think that’s 

to be a different High Street.’
He added: ‘I’m just sorry to be 

closing and I am sure we will be 
missed, but myself and Stewart 
just thought it was the right time. 
I was always planning to retire 
this year and Stewart thought it 
was time for a change after all 

was coming up for renewal and 

staying put would have meant 
renegotiating that. Rentals are 
very high in Fort William and 
that was a factor in the decision, 
but not the main factor.’

The closure news was greeted 
with dismay by customers on 
Tuesday morning.

Mary Anderson, from Caol, 
dropped into the shop to hand 
over a gift to staff as a token of 
thanks for their service over the 
years.

Ms Anderson, 58, told The 
Oban Times: ‘My mum and 
granny were regular customers 

Wynne’s the butchers.
‘I worked in their wee shop 

in Caol shopping centre in the 
1980s and to be honest I am 
absolutely gutted.

‘It is going to be such a loss to 

Mr Wynne and wife Sheena 
will continue to run a guest 
house in the town.

The business remains up for 
sale.

Dismay as 
doors close on 
town centre 
butchers

A MAN walked away almost 
uninjured after a huge avalanche 
swept him 1,200 feet down Ben 
Nevis on Tuesday.

The hillwalker had been 
standing on a massive snow 
cornice above Number 4 Gully 
when it gave way beneath him 
just after midday.

The wall of snow carried him 
down the mountain’s north face 
but he remained on the surface 
and was able to walk to safety.

Onlookers alerted Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team who 
were airlifted to the scene by 

A MASSIVE archaeological 
survey of an old commando 
training site in Lochaber is 

Second World War artefacts 
have already been uncovered. 

Lochaber Archaeological 
Society members began work at 
Achnacarry Estate near Spean 
Bridge at the weekend and have 
found bullet casings, buttons and 

Buildings in the grounds 
have been scanned with metal 
detectors and a number of 9mm 
bullets were discovered, leading 
society chairman Robert Cairns 
to believe that  the buildings were 

Old Glenfinnan 
Estate tree lives  
on after storm
GLENFINNAN Estate’s oldest 
tree has been modelled into a 
giant outdoor furniture set after 
it blew down during a storm.

be more than 250 years old, 
fell on December 13 and 
estate manager Alistair Gibson 
decided to continue its history 
on the grounds and sought the 

sculptor Alan Smith.
Mr Smith, 54, travelled to the 

village from Sussex to sculpt a 
table and two benches from the 
fallen tree, which was in good 
condition for its age, with very 
little rot.

He said: ‘If it’s as old as we 
think it is it could have been 
here since Bonnie Prince 
Charlie and it certainly would 
have witnessed the building of 
the viaduct. 

‘A lot of tourists come here 
because of the Harry Potter 
connection so we want to keep 
with the theme. The table is 
going to be very big and rough, 
it’s very Hagrid.’

He added: ‘The great thing is 
this tree has been here for such 
a long time and that history 
doesn’t need to end now that 
it’s blown down. In 50 years the 
tree will still be here, but in a 
different form.’ 

The surrounding land will be 
gravelled to make an attractive 
seating area for visitors.

Traffic warden 
back for a year
TRAFFIC warden services on 
the Western Isles have been 
temporarily restored. 

will allow Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and MSPs to discuss 

It was thought the service 
would have to be cut after 
Police Scotland decided not 
to continue funding the only 

Isles.

Alasdair Allan said: ‘This is a 
sensible solution to a question 
which I, and others, have raised 
recently with Police Scotland. 

services can be sustained 
during the current period of 
organisational change. As well 

job I hope that this move leads 
to a better understanding 
between the police and 
Comhairle over how to move 
forward in future.’

Wynne’s a cherished piece of town’s retail fabric

Man’s lucky escape from avalanche

COMMUNITIES across the West Highlands will 

save local Highland Council service points from 
closure is gaining ground.

nine in the teeth of furious resistance two weeks 
ago.

Sleat Community Council led opposition in 
Skye and Lochalsh against the move and has 
gathered well over 1,000 signatures online and in 
local shops. 

amid claims that local communities had not been 
consulted.

The scale of resistance forced the administration 
to admit it could have handled the process better.

And at today’s full council meeting leader Drew 

working group to consider the future of each 

input from local communities.
He said: ‘There are concerns that communities 

have not been able to feed into the process and 
have not been given the chance to see how the 
changes will work out. 

century solution we are proposing is suitable and 
effective for their communities.’ 

Sleat Community Council chairman Roddy 
Murray suggested the council could face a legal 
challenge if it pressed ahead with the closure 
plan.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The council has its 
own scheme of administration for community 
councils where they are obliged to consult with 
us and take our views into consideration before 
making a decision. In this instance, they have 

not followed that procedure at all. I think there 
is a very high probability that the community 
councils will want to make a legal challenge, but 
that is obviously something that still needs to be 
discussed.’

Mr Murray also suggested the council could 
breach its equality plan created under the Equality 
Act 2010. He said: ‘They are supposed to impact 
assess any major change in service provision and 
they have not done that.’

At today’s meeting, Independent opposition 
leader Carolyn Wilson will move an amendment 
to the closure plan, demanding that all 35 service 
points are retained.

committee’s decision, service points at Gairloch, 
Lochcarron, Broadford, Kyle, Fort Augustus, 
Kinlochleven, Acharacle and Mallaig would all 
shut by June 2015.

a rescue helicopter from RAF 
Lossiemouth.

The snow debris confronting 
the team was described as 
‘enormous’ with the largest 
cornice build up seen in many 
years still hanging above. 

Reports that others had been 
caught in the avalanche proved 
incorrect and a further three 
people in the man’s party 
were traced unharmed after 
a precautionary search with 
probes. 

Team leader John Stevenson 
said: ‘He was airlifted out to the 

Belford Hospital after walking 
down with just a sore ankle. 
He is one very lucky boy. If he 
had got caught by some of the 
big blocks of snow it could have 

12 feet high.’
Rescued

Meanwhile, a man was rescued 
from the summit of Sgurr 
Dhòmhnuill in Ardnamurchan 
on Monday after he sustained 
a leg injury while walking with 
friends. 

A Royal Navy helicopter 
from HMS Gannet at Prestwick 

airlifted the casualty to the 
Belford Hospital for treatment.

Lieutenant Commander Andy 
Drodge said: ‘The walker, who 
was an older gentleman, was in 
pain and obviously we did not 
want that to be compounded 
with even the early signs of 
hypothermia.’

used to store ammunition. The 
walled garden at Achnacarry 
House has also been searched, 
where soldiers used climbing 
nets hung from beech trees to 
practice crossing rivers. 

Mr Cairns said: ‘We found 
a lot of old buttons in this area 
because they would have caught 
in the netting and fallen off. The 
survey is going well but slowly 
because we’re mainly limited 
to weekends. We’re recording 

go on display.’ 
A ground penetration survey 

and an examination of buildings 
by local surveyors will also be 

survey of the area since WW2. 

could include commando 
daggers, insignia and other 
memorabilia. A DVD is being 
created next month featuring 
interviews with veterans 

Achnacarry and current soldiers 

in full army uniform and 
equipment at the estate. The end 
of the three month project will be 
marked with a open day in Caol 
Community Centre on August 
30, when the artefacts found will 
be displayed. 

Communities await news on campaign against 
Highland Council service point closures

TREAT YOUR MUM ON MOTHERING SUNDAY
Sunday, March 30

Find some great gift 
ideas for your mum 
in our feature.
Pages 12-13
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KINLOCHLEVEN High School 
pupils and staff pelted head 
teacher John McGilp with rotten 
fruit last week - but it was all in 
a good cause.

Sixth year pupil Shannon 
Hartley is heading to South 
Africa for a year’s work with the 
Project Trust and needs £5,600 
to fund her trip.

So when Mr McGilp offered 
his services, it was decided that 
putting him in the stocks would 
be a great way of raising money.

The head teacher had plenty 
of warning about what he would 
be facing - the mediaeval-style 
stocks were designed in the 
school.

Unsurprisingly, the event 
proved a big hit and £80 was 
raised, taking Shannon’s 
fundraising total to £3,500 
in just four months. The 17 
year-old now has just £2,100 

Classical trio take 
Kilmallie stage
A CLASSICAL music group 
will be performing in Kilmallie 
Hall next Sunday afternoon. 

The trio, Brass Diversions, 
will combine trumpet, trombone 

concert of the season for local 
music group, Lochaber Music 
For All, which starts at 3pm. 

A PUBLIC consultation on a 
bold community bid to buy four 
square miles of forest land in 
Lochaber is underway.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) is asking for comments 
on plans by the Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and Clunes (ABC) 
Group to revitalise two remote 
woodlands near Spean Bridge.

The move comes after local 
residents last month narrowly 
backed the group’s proposals to 
purchase Glen Mallie and South 
Loch Arkaig woods for the 
community when FCS declared 
them surplus to requirements.

The bid was made under 
the National Forest Land 
Scheme (NFLS), which gives 
communities the chance to buy 
or lease national forest land 

A FORT William teenager was 
warned he could end up in a 
young offenders institution after 
he admitted throwing a table 
at two men in a High Street 
takeaway.

Cameron MacInnes of 51 
Castle Drive, Lochyside, also 
tried to punch the men in Abi’s 
Kebabs on December 23 last 
year.

Sheriff Richard Davidson told 
the 19-year-old: ‘This is Fort 
William, not Dodge City. Going 
into a place where food is served 

A FORT William man has admitted 
assaulting a woman by slapping 
her bottom and pinning her arms 
to her side. 

James Nicholson of Orchy Villa, 
Alma Road, pled guilty to two 
counts of assault in Fort William 
Sheriff Court. 

told the court last Thursday that 
Nicholson, 49, was friends with 
the complainant and her partner 
and had been drinking in their 
home during both incidents, in 
July 2012 and January 10 of this 
year respectively. She said when 
Nicholson slapped the woman’s 
bottom in July 2012 he was asked 

to leave and she later noticed 
a handprint and was in pain. 
Defence lawyer Stephen Kennedy 
said it was days later when his 
friend told him the woman had 
been left with a mark. ‘That same 
afternoon he went over with a box 
of wine to apologise, he was very 
remorseful,’ he said. The incident 

was not reported to the police until 
after the second assault on January 
10 when Nicholson grabbed the 
woman’s arms and pinned them to 
her side, Ms Ryan told the court.

Mr Kennedy said Nicholson 
had grabbed her because she was 
drunk and thought she was going 
to fall over. ‘He now understands 

that he should not have touched her 
at all,’ he said. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson ordered 
Nicholson to carry out 45 hours of 
unpaid work in the community. 

He said: ‘I accept that there was 
no intention to cause any injury but 
it is assault to touch someone that 
does not want to be touched.’ 

New Sunart 
Community Council
SUNART has a new community 
council following a count of 
postal ballot papers in an 
election last Thursday.

Six candidates were standing 

west Lochaber group and votes 
received were as follows:

John MacDonald 155, Denise 
Anderson 139, Brian Evans 135, 
Sally Cameron 125  Michael 
Laybourne 111, James Hilder 
90. Mr Hilder was not elected.

Total number of postal votes 
returned was 198 out of an 
electorate of 339, a turnout of 
58.4 per cent.

Skye mountain 
path nominated 
for repair grant
A MOUNTAIN on Skye has 
been nominated for funding 
to have its public footpath 
restored. 

Bla Bheinn, on the edge of the 
Black Cuillin range, managed 
by the John Muir Trust, was 
recommended for the £24,000 
grant by outdoor retailer 
Berghaus as the deteriorating 
condition of the 3.8km path 
is causing damage to the 
mountain’s environment. 

Chris Goodman, John Muir 
Trust footpath manager, said: 
‘The breath-taking view from 
the summit and the relatively 
straightforward access attracts 
thousands of people to Bla 
Bheinn each year. 

‘The pressure of footfall 
combined with the high rainfall 
here has created serious erosion 
on sections of the footpath, 
damaging fragile soil and plants 
and causing sedimentation 
of nearby streams. It has 
also opened up a scar on the 
mountainside which is visible 
for miles.’

The public can vote for Bla 
Bheinn in an online poll and 
if the grant from European 
Outdoor Conservation As-
sociation is awarded, the John 
Muir Trust will work to repair 
the path and protect the habitat 
from further damage. 

To vote in the online poll go 
to www.outdoorconservation.
eu/project-voting-category.
cfm?catid=1. 

Fort William RC Primary School joined in the World Book Day celebrations by dressing up as their favourite characters. The costumes 
ranged from Mr Men, Cinderellas and Mad Hatters and the kids brough their books to school for the event. 20_f11fortprimary01

Man’s lucky escape 
after car overturns
A MAN escaped serious injury 
when his car partly demolished 
a bridge and overturned on 
the A82 south of Fort William 
around 7pm on Monday night.

Police from Glencoe and 
Fort William, together with an 
ambulance from Ballachulish, 
attended the accident scene 
at the Bunree caravan site 
roadend.

According to local sources, 
the car had hit debris left on the 
road by a lorry after it ploughed 
into the roadside verge.

The bridge over the River 
Righ was badly damaged and 
the road was reduced to a single 
lane for a short time.

It is understood the lorry did 
not stop and police are making 
efforts to trace the driver. 

A police spokesperson told 
The Oban Times: ‘A report in 
the circumstances surrounding 
the incident will be submitted to 

‘The man was taken to the 
Belford Hospital by road 
ambulance as a precaution and 
was later discharged without 
treatment.’

Rucksack stolen
A RED rucksack was taken 
from the Nevis Range hire 
centre around 3.30pm on 
Sunday, March 2. The bag 
contained ski boots and gloves.

Elsewhere in Lochaber, a 
rope was stolen from Mallaig 
Harbour sometime between 
March 1 and March 7.

Anyone with useful informa-
tion on the incidents can contact 
local police on 101.

MALLAIG Harbour Authority 
has applied  to Highland Council 
to create a new 100-metre prom-
enade to complete works to the 

The authority has been looking 
into the development at East Bay 
since the marina was built in 
2011, and lodged the plans after 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh won 
permission to build a £750,000 
marina and jetty on the seafront 
last month.

Port manager Robert MacMil-
lan said: ‘The Harbour Author-
ity is renting a room in the new 
building for people using the 
marina to have access to toilets, 
showers and laundry facilities. 
By building the promenade we’re 
linking the new building to the 
marina, giving better access for 
people using both.’

As well as the walkway, the 
development will include access 
steps to the old slipway and will 
improve the current access from 
Lovat beach. The promenade 
will feature seating, interpretive 
boards and cliff face lighting. 

It is unclear how much the work 
will cost but Highland Fisheries 
Local Action Group has agreed 
to pay up to 60 per cent of the 
cost, with the rest being covered 
by Mallaig Harbour Authority. 

If approved, the work will start 
after Sir Cameron’s development 
is completed. Mr MacMillan 
hopes all the work will be com-
pleted by the end of 2014. 

KINLOCHLEVEN will feature 

outdoor climbing experience 
using metal staples and cable 
bridges. 

The facility will be on a cliff 
next to the Grey Mare’s Tail, a 
90 metre waterfall, and is set to 
open on Friday March 28. 

Latin for ‘iron way’, Via 
Ferrata Scotland features 450 
metres of metal staples and cable 
bridges with a safety cable which 

Woodlands at Loch Arkaig are the subject of a £500,000 bid by the local community.

providing they can demonstrate 

ABC Group plans include 
woodland crofts, eco-tourism, 
small hydro schemes and 
harvesting non-native conifer 
stands to improve bio-diversity 
and create income. The woods 
contain remnants of ancient 
Caledonian pinewoods and 
regenerating these is another 
objective. After the consultation 
ends on April 2, the group 
will have a month to respond 
to comments before an NFLS 
panel makes a recommendation 
to FCS director Bob McIntosh.

If he gives the green light, the 
ABC Group has 18 months to 
meet the £500,000 asking price.

Spokesperson Gary Servant 
said: ‘The National Forest Land 

Scheme committee will look 
through the application and 
decide whether we are capable 
of looking after this piece of 
ground.’

An FCS spokesperson said: 
‘The Glen Mallie and South 
Loch Arkaig woodlands contain 
iconic native pinewood remnants 
and the ABC Group have said 
their long-term objective is to 
restore the woodlands to fully-
functioning native woodland 
habitats.’

Comments can be made at 
w w w.fores t r y.gov.u k /n f ls , 
to Malcolm Wield, Forestry 
Commission Scotland, Highland 
Conservancy, ‘Woodlands’, 
Fodderty Way, Dingwall, Ross-
shire, IV15 9XB or to malcolm.
wield@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.

Community in          
bold bid to  
buy forest land

In the stocks: John McGilp endured volleys of rotten fruit to help 
Shannon in her fundraising quest.   

Shannon said: ‘I would like to 
thank Mr McGilp for all his help 
and for organizing this event for 
me. 

‘We all had good fun and it is 
really encouraging that so many 
people have been so supportive 
since I have been selected by the 
Project Trust.’

The trust is an educational 
charity that specialises in 
sending volunteers overseas. 

Shannon will be working in a 
variety of social care projects, 
setting up extracurricular 
activities in her new community 
and providing an element of 
teaching. 

Mr McGilp will leave 
Kinlochleven to take up a new 
post at Coltness High in Wishaw 
after the Easter holidays.  

Anyone wishing to help 
Shannon fund her trip can do so at 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/
ShannonHartleyProjectTrust.

and throwing furniture about is 
never going to be acceptable.’

told Fort William Sheriff Court 
last Thursday that MacInnes 
was talking to the men in a local 
pub before the incident when 
his ‘attitude changed’. The three 
later met in the takeaway when 
the self-employed mechanic 
became aggressive and threw 
the table. 

She said: ‘One of the men 
caught the table but it did make 
contact with both of them. He 

then attempted to punch both of 
them.’ 

MacInnes also admitted failing 
to appear in court on January 7, 
breaching the bail conditions 
issued to him at Inverness 
Sheriff Court on December 24. 

Defending solicitor Gerry 
Sweeney said: ‘According to my 
client it was the two other men 
aggravating him but I expect 
the truth is in the middle of re 
somewhere.’

Sheriff Davidson replied: 
‘I see he has three previous 

convictions for assault. This 
young man is now pressing on 
the bell of the young offenders 
institution at Polmont. The word 
irresponsibility is the one most 

motor to him.’
Sheriff Davidson deferred 

sentencing until April 1 for 
a social work report and a 
restriction of liberty assessment 
but told MacInnes he had not 
ruled out a prison sentence.

‘The door to prison is still 
open,’ he said.

Sheriff warns teenager he could face jail

Head helps pupil stock 
up on charity cash

Pupils bring characters to life for World Book Day 

participants will be attached to 
for the duration of the exercise, 
for an exciting and safe way to 
climb.

Ben Starkie, owner of VFS 
and sister company Vertical 
Descents said: ‘I based this 
exciting and ambitious project on 
certain principles which include 
sustainability, environmental 
responsibility and wide public 
accessibility combined with 
local business growth and 

will be one of the most exciting 
adventure activities to hit the 
local area and the rest of the 
UK.’

The facility is part funded 
by West Coast Communities 
Growth Trust, administered by 
Foundation Scotland. It is also 
supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
land owner Rio Tinto.

Jane Martin, client services 

executive for Foundation 
Scotland said: ‘Supporting VFS 
is entirely in line with the vision 
of West Coast Communities 
Growth Trust which aims to 
help the growth of ambitious 
and dynamic businesses in 
Lochaber. We wish Ben and his 
team every success with this 
exciting venture which promises 

by attracting new visitors and 
creating job opportunities.’

Village welcomes new climbing experience 

Promenade
plan for 
Mallaig

Man admits assaulting woman with slap

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

The days are getting 
noticeably longer and, 
worryingly, the grass is 
starting to grow. I don’t 
know about you but 
I have recently been 
spending most Sundays 
cutting back shrubs and 
overgrown bushes. Part 
of my garden has been 
overrun by brambles. 
They are rather danger-
ous to try and work 
with. Already this year 
I have had one patient 
who has had his corneas 
damaged by bramble 
thorns. Needless to say 
he was not wearing eye 
protection!

Eye protection can 
come in many guises. If 
you need prescription 
glasses for general use 
it is possible to also 
have prescription safety 
glasses. The advantages 
of having prescription 
safety glasses are two-
fold; you protect your 
eyes and you also keep 
your everyday wear 
glasses in good condi-
tion. Most people don’t 
think about eye protec-
tion unless they are 
forced to by their em-
ployer who has a legal 
duty of care and must 

provide appropriate eye 
protection where neces-
sary. More and more of 
us are spending time at 
home, whether working 
from home, enjoying 
time off work or retired. 
Many unwittingly spend 
their spare time in high 
risk activities such as 
gardening or DIY. From 
now till November I 
will expect to see at 
least one patient per 
week with an eye injury 
caused by gardening.

Even if you don’t need 
prescription glasses you 
should wear appropri-
ate eye protection 
when working in the 
garden or attempting 
DIY. If you worked in a 
high risk environment 
your employer could be 
prosecuted for failing to 
provide adequate eye 
protection. Gardening 
and DIY are equally 
high risk activities. You 
only get one pair of 
eyes to last a lifetime. 
Make sure you protect 
them properly. Ask your 
optometrist about safety 
glasses for your particular 
hobbies. They will be 
more than happy to give 
you appropriate advice. 

Gardening Delights

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists 
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar formally raised the Common-

-

From left, Youth Legacy Ambassadors John Maciver, Peter 
Macdonald, Sarah Macleod, Eleanor Smith and Tearlach 

Barden join Young Ambassadors Kara Hanlon and Connor 
Maclean at Monday’s ceremony.
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-
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Clarification

Loch Awe bid

Assault denied

-

-
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The Oban Times

Police officer 
accused of 
assaulting
suspect

The 
Oban Times has learned the 

Report

EXCLUSIVE

The Oban Times

-

-

-

-

Katie Isla Tuite, winner of our Bonnie Babies 2014 competition, with proud mother Claire McGregor 
and Bowmore Co-op retail manager Charles Holyoake. 

-

Scottish Water 
to reveal revised   
Port Appin septic 
tank plans

Better

Overwhelmed

Katie tops Bonnie Baby poll

Access rows stall 
Oban hotel and 
pub development 

The Oban Times
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Lorn Lines
FIGURES showing how the Fiends of Oban Hospice collected 
£25,000 in donations in just one year will be presented to the 
group’s annual meeting  next week.

Friends of Oban Hospice is the fundraising arm of Oban 
Hospice Ltd, which helps fund community palliative care and a 
day hospice at Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Its main annual fundraiser, Light Up a Life, contributed 

The fundraising group, which is seeking new members, will 
hold its annual meeting in Glencruitten Church Centre next 
Thursday at 7.30pm.

OBAN Bach Choir and Orchestra is preparing to mark its 40th 
season in St. John’s Cathedral on March 22.

Conducted by Norman Nicholson, the choir and orchestra will 

been heard in Oban for 17 years and has always been greatly 
admired and well loved by audiences. 

Solo performers from the Scottish Opera will join the society 
on the night, including Cliona Cassidy, Fraser Simpson and 
Oban’s own Simon Hannigan.

An Argyll head gardener has been recognised for his dedica-
tion and commitment to horticulture by accepting a top 

award. Maurice Wilkins, centre, head gardener of Arduaine 
Garden, has been awarded The Scottish Horticultural Medal 

by The Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society. The award 
shows appreciation for outstanding services to Scottish 

horticulture. 

THE INIMITABLE Fred Morrison will once again return to 
Oban for a performance at the Netherlorn Piping Society next 
Wednesday.

The performance will be in the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
starting at 7.30pm. Society president Alistair Dewar said it was 
a great opportunity for people to hear a world-class musician.

WIND and water were the 
two hot topics at last week’s 
meeting of Oban Speakers 
Club.

Alex Clark introduced 
speakers Peter Mills, 
who talked about The 
Caledonian Canal, Jim 
Fraser on The Falkirk 
Wheel and Willie Melville 
on Windmills.

A variety of topics were 
given by Bill Leech to Roy 

THE LORN and Mid Argyll 
members of the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust enjoyed 
listening to Tony Mitchell-
Jones recently when he 
spoke to the group about 
dormouse conservation in 
Britain.

These secretive little 
mammals are not found 
in Scotland although they 
have a limited northerly 
distribution in the Lake 
District. Numbers are very 
gradually increasing in the 
south, but the grubbing out 
of hedgerows affects their 

A CHARITY that offers 
a befriending service in 
the Oban area, as well 
as providing a meet and 
greet service at the town’s 
hospital, is urgently seeking 
new volunteers.

The Royal Voluntary 
Service (RVS), formerly 
known as the WRVS, is 
looking for people who may 
have between two and four 
hours per months spare.

Volunteers would be 

Wood, Jim Fraser, Alex 
Clark, Guido Faccenda, 
John Maclean and Eamonn 
Arthur.

The timekeeper for the 
event was Nick Maclean and 
a general evaluation was 
given by Archie McPhail.

The next meeting 
will be held within the 
Glencruitten Church 
Centre on March 20, 
starting at 8pm.

ability to increase their 
range. 

Tony is the mammal 
society recorder for Argyll. 

The centre thanked Tony 
and Angela, who regularly 
brings her wonderful home 
baking to the talks.

The next lecture will be 
on Thursday, March 20 at 
7.30pm when Jessie Wormall 

reserve, as always at the 
Scottish Marine Institute, 
Dunstaffnage. Everyone 
welcome. 

given training from a local 
service manager and mileage 
expenses are covered.  

RVS service manager 
Audrey Hunter said: 
‘Volunteering can be 
rewarding and these services 
are based in Oban hospital 
and the surrounding 
community.’

To volunteer, phone Audrey 
on 07557 911 567 or log on to  
www.royalvoluntaryservice.
org.uk.

A PRIZED collection of Scottish football memo-
rabilia dating back over half a century is being put 
up for sale by the widow of one of Rangers most 
loyal fans.

Ishbel Banks was under no illusions about the 
importance of football to her husband Robin, who 
died last month at the age of 81.

But Robin was also a lifetime fan of Gaelic 
and Ishbel is hoping his football souvenirs will 
generate an unusual legacy for Gaeldom’s premier 
festival, the Royal National Mod, when it comes to 
Oban next year.

second love was Gaelic and the third love was the 

third love will be delighted.’
She added: ‘Robin was Scottish football daft, 

with an emphasis on Rangers. He would go to any 
football match he could. 

‘If we happened to be in a strange town and there 
was a football match on, he would give me some 
money to go shopping and he would go to see the 
match. He was just crazy about football.’

Robin, a retired solicitor and ex-depute leader 

of Argyll and Bute Council, had stashed away, in 
-

tish football programmes, magazines and other 
memorabilia from his travels, from the 1950s to 
the present day.

and came across the hoard of football memorabilia, 
that Ishbel thought about selling it in aid of a cause 
close to his heart.

The collection includes programmes from lots 
of different club matches, as well as national 
programmes, including the 1966 Scotland v Brazil 
match, and Rangers Football handbooks, from 
1950 - 1988.

The couple are well known in Oban for 
their charity work. Robin was the secretary of the 
local Children 1st branch and Ishbel held coffee 
mornings for 50 years for the cause, raising more 
than £20,000 from the annual fundraiser.

Robin was the president of the local Gaelic soci-
ety in Oban for more than 25 years and Ishbel is 
a staunch fundraiser for the Royal National Mod.

Anyone interested in arranging a viewing, to bid 
for the collection, should phone 01631 564393.

A DRUG dealer is now serving 
18 months in jail, after being 
caught with heroin with a 
potential street value of more 
than £9,000.

DNA samples linked Robert 
David Lopez to 19 bags of 
diamorphine (heroin), a class A 
drug, found inside a rolled up 
carpet in the cellar at his home, 
7a Longsdale Crescent, Oban, 
on January 13.

Police acted on a tip-off and 
searched the property after 
Lopez had taken the drugs to sell 
to help pay off a huge drug debt 
he had run up. Lopez, aged 24, 
was out on licence from prison 
at the time and last Tuesday 
admitted being concerned in the 
supply of drugs.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 

AN OBAN publican says the decision 
on whether or not to continue with the 
lease for his premises was taken out of 
his hands after the owner demanded a 
£17,000 rent increase.

Allan McKie moved into the Woodside 
and Creel just over two years ago after 
being asked by brewer Belhaven to take 
on the then closed pub.

But he said he is disappointed by 
Belhaven’s approach to renewing his 
lease, after initially demanding £16,000 
more if he was to renew the lease for two 
years, with that sum reduced by £7,000 

if he were to take on a three-year com-
mitment.

Not only does he think Belhaven’s 
valuation of the pub is unrealistic, but he 
pointed to the fact he successfully applied 
for a reduction in rates last year due to 
falling trade.

Belhaven, meanwhile, said the company 
has tried hard to support the pub and is 
‘disappointed’ their relationship with Mr 
McKie is ending.

A spokeswoman for the brewery said: 
‘We have worked very hard to support Mr 
and Mrs McKie at the Woodside Hotel.

We have invested in new furnishings at 

the rent in order to support their business.
Despite these efforts, we are disappointed 
that their business venture is ending.

‘We are currently in discussions with 
potential new tenants to take over the 
running of the hotel, which we expect 
to remain open after Mr and Mrs Mckie 
leave at the end of the month.’

Mr McKie said: ‘That’s total, utter lies.  
What an absolute nonsense.

‘I’d ask them where the new furnishings 
are? We demanded they spend £3,000 

when we came in to renovate the seats 
and stools in the main bar, but the rest we 
paid for ourselves.

‘Frankly, if they kept the rent at the 
same level, I’d still be here in two years 
time.’

Not only does Mr McKie believe 
the rent is unrealistic, but he said the 
added competition from the opening of a 
Wetherspoon in the town was not factored 
in by Belhaven.

He said: ‘There’s no doubt Wetherspoon 
has had an effect on trade, but it is not the 
reason we’re leaving.’

HUNDREDS of school leavers 
and job seekers piled into the 
Corran Halls for the Opportuni-
ties for All Careers and Jobs Fair 
last week - and The Oban Times 
was there in force.

Those aiming for a career in 
media were quick to drop by 
our popular stall at the event, 
which brought together 20 local 
employers to give advice on pos-
sible career paths - with some 
interviewing for current vacan-
cies. The Oban Times’ stand was 
busy throughout the day with 
aspiring journalists, photogra-
phers, graphic designers and 

GRAHAM Moore OBE, the 
well-known secretary of Oban 
Music Society, passed away 
suddenly last week following a 
heart attack. He was 65.

Mr Moore, formerly a 
principal of Stoke on Trent Col-
lege, lived in Taynuilt with his 
wife Gill and spent much of his 
spare time helping to organise 
concerts in St John’s Cathedral 
on behalf of the music society, 
as well as playing a part in the 
Argyll and Bute Concert Tours.

Michael Hawke, chairman of 
Oban Music Society, said: ‘It’s 
a tremendous loss and Graham 
will be sorely missed by his 
friends and family.’

A GRIEF-stricken woman has told of 
her shock after her two kittens were 

eight days apart.
Beverley Forgrieve, 52, of Ard-a-

two domestic longhaired brothers, 
said: ‘I am absolutely devastated. The 
road is supposed to have a 20mph 
speed limit but people are always 
driving too fast.

‘Right before the sharp bend, there is 
a big speed limit sign on the road and 
that is where they were killed. I really 
wish something would be done about 
this. 

‘My neighbours used to take them in 

were so friendly.’
The kittens; Bootsy, who was killed 

on February 15 and Paws, February 24 
were both under a year old. 

Correction
IN OUR story last week about Peter and Catriona Weir’s plan to 
build a luxury marina complex on the Isle of Kerrera, we wrongly 
stated that the plan ‘was a response to the marina planned for Oban 
Bay’.

This should have read, ‘was not a response to the marina planned 
for Oban Bay’. The Oban Times apologises for any offence 
caused.

A ‘SIGNIFICANT’ increase 
in investment in the A83 is 
required to prevent closures due 
to landslides after last week’s slip 

Mike Story, chairman of 
the A83 Task Force last week 
recalled by transport minister 
Keith Brown, made the call after 
a massive slip last Thursday just 
before 6am saw the Old Military 
Road diversion route used for 

However, the route couldn’t 
be used during the evening over 
concerns hundreds of tonnes of 
boulders could fall at any moment 
and endanger motorists.

Mr Story has admitted 
frustration over the increasing 
frequency of slips and their 
varied location, with last month’s 
slip at Butterbridge highlighting 
greater concerns about the 
stability of the whole of Glen 
Croe. He said: ‘The increasing 

Ishbel Banks with some of her late husband Robin’s football memorabilia. Photograph by Moira Kerr. 

frequency of incidents is a worry. 
Keith Brown has recalled the task 
force for a meeting next week, 
but we spoke to him yesterday 
morning. We basically said it’s 
becoming rather frustrating and 
no matter how good we are at 
mitigation; that hill is coming 
down.

‘The Old Military Road worked, 
but the rest of the valley is 
another question. We think we’ll 

amount of investment there.
‘There probably needs to be 

a more robust solution, but 
we need to get the engineers’ 
reports back so we know exactly 
what we’re dealing with.’

However, the existing 
mitigation measures worked 
well.

Military Road] has been used 
- and it works,’ he said. ‘It was 
running at around a 20-25 

minute delay, which was pretty 
good. The reason we had to close 
it at night is we had a number of 
large boulders about 450 feet 
above the road, which we were 
worried could wash down onto 
the road. 

‘The nets did a brilliant job of 

from boulders, and they caught 
the majority of the heavy stuff.  
It didn’t keep the road open, 
but it does stop anyone getting 
killed.’

Meanwhile, Kintyre councillor 
Donald Kelly has called for a 
previous plan to build another 
road on the Forestry Commission 
track on the opposite side of Glen 
Croe to be revisited.

He said: ‘Given the latest 
chain of events, the Scottish 
Government has to look again 
at the option of upgrading the 
Forestry Road adjacent to the 
Rest.’

The Oban Times’ popular stand was manned by Eilidh Orr, Steven 
Flanagan, Lyndsey Collins and Stevie Day. 15_t11jobsfair1

website authors enquiring about 
their chosen career path.

The event was hosted by the 
Argyll and Bute Employment 
Partnership Group and Michael 
Russell MSP. Organiser Billy 
Walker was delighted with the 
response. He said: ‘There has 

it proves there is a need for a 
regular event such as this in 
Oban. We had a good number 
of employers here and people 
seemed interested in the oppor-
tunities on offer. Hopefully we’ll 
be able to do something similar 
next year.’

Graham Moore, who passed 
away suddenly when visiting 

family in Newcastle last 
Wednesday. 

Robin’s football collection to be 
sold in aid of Royal National Mod

Woman’s shock at kitten deaths

Oban drug dealer jailed

Oban publican blames ‘unrealistic rent’ for departure

McGinty told Oban Sheriff 
Court last week: ‘Police received 
intelligence that the accused 
was associating with a drug 
dealer and was dealing drugs 
on behalf of that person and the 
intelligence alleged the drugs 
were in a locked room in the 
communal close.’

Random
Eight of the bags were picked at 

random for DNA sampling and 
showed that DNA found on the 
bags where they were knotted 

There was a total of 129.9 
grammes of heroin.

‘These bags would sell at £240 
each, £4,560 in all and could 
have been subdivided into a 
potential value of £9,310,’ said 

Lopez’s defence agent told 
the court: ‘He has developed a 

3.5 to 7 grammes a day.

debt to certain individuals of a 

‘He was approached by an 
individual and offered the chance 
to pay off the debt and score, for 
want of a better word, drugs for 
himself; there had originally 
been 20 bags.’

Sheriff Small heard that £475 
had been found at Lopez’s home 
and this is to be the subject of a 

Lopez was sent down for 545 
days; part of the sentence he was 
serving while out on licence has 
been included in the calculation 
of his sentence.

A83 task force 
chief demands 
more cash

Oban Times supports fairSudden
death of 
Graham
Moore

FOUR tankers full of water were 
transported to Mull on Tuesday 
as a contingency as work contin-
ues on a £5.7million upgrade of 
water mains on the island.

Scottish Water said the supply 
was required as a contingency 
only, during work to have the 
main between Craignure and 
Salen replaced.

A spokeswoman for the op-
erator said: ‘The tankers, which 

water, are going to Tobermory as 
a precautionary measure.

‘This is just in case we experi-
ence any unforeseen issues with 
supply.’

Water to Mull

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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YOUTH RUGBY
CROSS COUNTRY

MARATHON

More runners 
wanted for 
Lochaber Marathon

Goon Squad still
lead Ali Young 
Indoor League

TEN PIN BOWLING

INDOOR FOOTBALL

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Rossamy leads 
scratch and 
handicap league

LOCHABER Rugby Club’s 
under 17s travelled to Invergor-

friendly of the season.
Ross Sutherland beat their visi-

tors 55-7 but the Lochaber boys 
competed well at all aspects of 
the game, winning their own 
scrums, lineouts and competing 
excellently in the loose at rucks 
and mauls.

At half time Lochaber were 
down four tries, but coaches 
Blair MacRaild & Charlie 
Donaldson took this opportunity 
to encourage the players to be 
more forceful and exert more 
pressure on the opposition forc-
ing them to make mistakes and 
in the second half these tactics 
caused Ross Sutherland to lose 
concentration, which Lochaber 
capitalised on, keeping in Suth-
erland’s own 22 for a sustained 
period of time. This resulted in 
a maul close to the try line and 
Lochaber pushed over with Ca-
lum Sandison scoring the a try, 
which was converted by Ryan 
Davies.

Lochaber primary school’s top 
six finishers at Nevis Range. 
Back from left: Dylan Wilson, 
Caol, Graham Laidlaw, Banavie, 
and Duncan O’Rourke, Arisaig. 
Front from left: Erin Lawrie, 
Caol, Rebecca Johnston, 
Invergarry, and Taegen 
McConnell, Inverlochy. 

AFTER week four of the 10-pin 
bowling singles leagues in the 
Nevis Centre Rossamy Wareing 
leads the scratch league with 
88 points followed by Manuel 
Costas on 81 points and John 
Weller on 79 points.

The handicap league is also 
led by Rossamy Wareing on 
76 points followed by Tommy 
McKnight on 73 points and 
Brian Johnstone on 71 points.

Rossamy Wareing leads the 
chase for the Nevis Radio High 
Pin Trophy with 1826 pins 
followed by John Weller in 
second with 1787 and Tommy 
McKnight with 1761 pins.

Top scratch games this week 
were Rossamy Wareing with 
a 187, Pam Weller with a 184, 
John Weller with a 182, Manuel 
Costas with a 178, Tommy 
McKnight with two 172s, Tim 
Attack with another 172 and 
Craig Findlay also with a 172.

The top three-game scratch 
series this week was 468 by 
Pam Weller. The top three-game 
handicap series was 628 from 
Craig Findlay.

GOON SQUAD stayed top of 
the Ali Young indoor football 
league with a 7-2 victory 
against AFC Distillery at the 
Nevis Centre on Sunday night. 

Lochaber Leisure maintained 
their good run with a 3-1 defeat 
of Caol United and remain six 
points off the pace. 

Fourth placed Portocwy beat 
Ballachulish 7-3 and Janis B 
Team opened the gap between 
them and Caol Cosmos after 
thrashing them 8-3. 

Lower down the table, Kental-
len secured and 3-0 win against 
Walk over and With Ourselves 
earned three points with a 10-4 
win against HWE Energy. 

GLENFINNAN Gun Club 
Shoot held a shoot on Saturday, 
March 8 in mild, wet and windy 
weather.

Winners: First competition 
- George Nairn (Fersit); second 
competition and Tennent Shield 
- George Nairn; Member’s Tro-
phy, Donnie Strang Memorial 
Quaich - Gordon Mathewson 
(Kilmacolm); high gun for the 

- George Nairn; double rise and 
Dewar Cup - George Nairn.

ALMOST 400 runners have 
entered for the 31st Lochaber 
Marathon on April 6, according 
to organisers Lochaber Athletic 
Club.

Numbers are down on last 
year’s 600 entries but more 
athletes are expected to sign up 
in the coming weeks.

usual from Fort William Shinty 
Club’s An Aird ground at 11am 
and head out of town along 

making the turn for home at the 
halfway point just beyond the 
A861 junction at the head of 
Loch Eil for the run back to the 

Thanking all local clubs and 
organisations for manning 
water stations along the route, 
Ms Duncan said: ‘We could not 
do it without them. I hope it will 
be a well-supported, successful 
day and that we get the timing 
right!’

Registration will be at the 
Nevis Centre on Saturday, April 
5 from 2.30pm till 6pm and 
on Sunday from 8.30am till 
10.30am. All runners must at-

main hall at the Nevis Centre at 
10.45am prior to the race. The 
prizegiving will be in the Nevis 
Centre at approximately 4pm. 

Anyone still wishing to 
enter can do so online at www.
sientries.co.uk.

Danny Conlon: pitch concerns 
20_f11fortfootie01

Flooding at Claggan causing 
major problems for the Fort

FORT WILLIAM FC man-
ager Danny Conlon has issued 
a plea for urgent action to tackle 

Claggan Park.
The Highland League strug-

glers have played only once at 
home since the new year - the 3-
3 draw with Buckie on January 

because of a waterlogged pitch.

Danny McIntosh: ruled out by injury for Saturday cup clash against Forres. 20_f11danny01

‘I have not seen Claggan holding 
so much water in all the time I 
have been with Fort William’

Conlon is convinced his team 
can get off the foot of the table but 
believes achieving that objective 
is being seriously compromised 
by the players’ lack of match 
sharpness.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
are being very badly affected 
and it showed in our perform-
ance against Clach last week. If 
the club does not play games it 
won’t survive.

players to come up here all the 
way to train and do nothing on 
Saturdays when they could be 
playing for clubs in their own 
area. 

‘The way things are going it 
is going to be a very short close 
season and we could be running 
into the third week in May to get 

‘We start pre-season training 
halfway through June and I can 
tell you managing or playing for 
a club like Fort William you look 
forward to a summer break.’

Conlon suggested either major 
improvement works or laying 
a new surface on the Highland 
Council-owned park were the 
only solutions.

He said: ‘Ever since Christmas 
it has been pretty bad. To be 

honest I have not seen Claggan 
holding so much water in all the 
time I have been with the Fort.

‘There is water lying in places 
it never has before - there used 
to be a few bad spots but it ap-
pears to be spreading all over the 
pitch.

‘You need to get the capital 
to spend on the pitch, whether 
its drainage and other remedial 
works or looking to see if we can 
get an all-weather facility here.

‘There are a lot of clubs bigger 
than us in better weather areas 
that have 3G pitches and I don’t 
see Claggan getting any better if 
it stays the way it is. But either 
way it’s a big expensive project.’

He added: ‘The authorities 
have to be serious about the way 
sport is going in this area. We 
can’t play anywhere else like An 
Aird because the ground has to 
licenced by the SFA.’ 

Certain to be out for the 
Breedon Aggregates Highland 

against Forres Mechanics at 
Claggan on Saturday is Danny 
McIntosh, who picked up a knee 
injury in last week’s 4-0 defeat 
at Clachnacuddin.

Conlon said: ‘He is receiving 
physio just now but we are not 
clear as to the extent of the 
injury.’

The Fort were due to play Loss-
iemouth in the Highland League 
at Claggan Park last night.

INVERGARRY Primary School 
pupil Rebecca Johnston came 

seventh Lochaber inter-school 
cross country at Nevis Range.

Pupils in P4-7 from 19 schools 

raced one and a half miles 
through Leanachan Forest and 
Rebecca, P7, took home the 
Rotary cup for the overall fast-

girl. Graham Laidlaw, P7, from 

Banavie was just three seconds 

14secs. 

Wilson, P7, from Caol take boys 
second in 10:15 with Duncan 

O’Rourke P6, from Arisaig 
coming third in 10:18. 

Taegan McConnell P7 from 

girls in 10:59 with Erin Lawrie, 
P7, from Caol third in 11:05. 

Caol Primary School won the 
team competition, with Spean 
Bridge in second place and 
Arisaig in third. 

Thanks go to Samuel and Part-
ners for their ongoing support, 
to the PE teachers and to High 
Life Highland’s active schools 
co-ordinators for organising 
and running the event and to the 
many teachers and school staff 
who select and train their teams. 
Special thanks to the S2 leader-
ship students from Lochaber 
High School who marshalled the 

event on the day.
Meanwhile, Ben Farr from St 

Bride’s Primary School won 
Nether Lochaber’s fourth inter-
school cross country.

The 1.8 mile route at Glencoe 
National Trust was completed 
by18 pupils from Duror, Glen-
coe, St Brides and Kinlochleven 
Primary Schools.

32secs and second place went 
to Fraser MacLean, also from St 

59secs. David Wilson from Kin-
lochleven took third in 15mins 
53secs. 

Courtney MacGregor, Kin-

home in 16:13 with Ailsa Janzen 
from Glencoe coming second 
in 16:48. Bethany Duffy from 
Kinlochleven was third in 17:14. 

Thanks go to Glencoe National 
Trust staff and volunteers, vol-
unteers from Kinlochleven High 
School and teachers and parents 
from the primary schools in-
volved.

Rebecca wins inter-school cross country

Lochaber Rugby Club’s under 17s remain hopeful despite a defeat 
by Ross Sutherland. 

Both coaches were encouraged 
with the performance of their 
players, and say the future is 
bright for this team they continue 
to train together regularly. 

A planned home game for the 
1st team against Gairloch was 
cancelled due to a waterlogged 

pitch. 
The under 17s will play the 

Sutherland at The Black Parks 
on March 29. 

Lochaber Under 17s lose
out to Ross Sutherland

SHOOTING

Glenfinnan shoot

Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC

Friday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate to rough

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 13, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.49   3.2 10.44 1.5 16.22       3.3       22.23      1.3
Fri  04.26 3.5 11.15 1.3 16.54       3.6       22.59      1.0     
Sat  05.02 3.7 11.43 1.1 17.28       3.7       23.32      0.9
Sun  05.36 3.8 12.10 0.9      18.00      3.9         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.04 0.7 06.07 3.9 12.38 0.9        18.28       3.9
Tues       00.35       0.7 06.35 4.0 13.04 0.9 18.53      3.9
Wed  01.05   0.7 07.01 3.9 13.29 0.9 19.19       3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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