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OBAN High School has become 
the only school to be recognised 
with a gold status from Investors 
in People Scotland.

Investors in People status is a 
standard which encourages busi-
ness excellence through staff 
development. Only three per 
cent of UK institutions achieve 
the gold accreditation. 

Oban High School 
strikes gold

PUPILS at St. Columba’s Primary in Oban 
have received letters of thanks from the 
Duchess of Cambridge and the Duchess of 
Cornwall after sending them a batch of their 
prize-winning lavender shortbread.

The recipe for the sweet treat was part of the 
school’s special Diamond Jubilee menu for 
the Queen which was created last year. It won 
primary seven pupils a trip to Buckingham 
Palace to see their recipes prepared by the 
Royal Chef and help serve the Queen and the 
Duchess of Cornwall at a special reception.

The primary 4/5 class had heard about the 
Duchess of Cambridge’s cravings for lavender 
shortbread during her pregnancy and decided 
to send some to Clarence House.

And this week the children were delighted 
to receive a letter from the Duchess of Cam-
bridge saying she was touched they had 
thought of her in this way. They also received 
a letter from the Duchess of Cornwall saying 
the lavender shortbread was delicious.

Royals say thank you to St 
Columba’s primary pupils

First articulated lorry 
arrives on Lismore

Flames lit up the night sky above Oban this week as fire raced across a large area of grassland between Glencruitten and Connel  - See more Page 7 Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Islay High School pupils outperform FTSE 100 share index

Airport to 
now work 
for Oban
Targets achieved 
on island flights

A CHANGE of ferry vessel between Oban 

articulated lorry to land on the island.
The MV Loch Linnhe, which is being 

used as part of a two-week trial period, has 
a greater tonnage capacity than the regular 
MV Isle of Eigg, allowing larger vehicles to 
be transported from Oban.

Hector MacDonald of FLIT self drive in 

onto Lismore last Wednesday, said: ‘This 
is something the islanders have wanted for 
some time, especially those who are build-
ing houses. By having the Loch Linnhe on 
this run I was able to take over a lorry with 
a gross weight of 44 tonnes, which would 
not have been possible on the Isle of Eigg.’

MV Loch Linnhe
would be deployed on the Lismore route up 
until the start of the summer timetable but 
would have to review its future deployment 
before making a permanent decision.The first articulated lorry drives off the ferry Picture - Robbie Cook

FOUR budding investors from 
Islay High School have made 
£20,000 in virtual shares in 
just three months as part of a 
national competition – outper-
forming the FTSE 100 share 
index in the process.

Regional final 
The Miskits team of James 

Morrison, Keith MacNeil, 
Gavin Cameron and Anna 
McArthur could soon be giving 

London’s city boys a run for 

represent Islay High School in 

Investor Challenge, run by ifs
School of Finance, in Leeds 
next Wednesday.

The pupils, under the tutelage 
of business studies teacher 
Michael Mitten, were given 
£100,000 of virtual money to 
buy and sell shares in FTSE 100 

companies.
The shrewd Miskits managed 

to make nearly £20,000 on their 
shares, making them one of the 
most successful in the UK-wide 
competition.

One of seven teams from Islay 
High School to enter the com-

87th in the UK out of 10,000 
teams and will be one of 21 
teams from Scotland, Northern 

Ireland and the north of England 

Scottish schools have made the 

If successful at this stage, the 
youngsters will have the chance 
of making it through to the 

all expenses paid educational 
trip to New York and £2,000 for 
their school is up for grabs.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 

Russell, the Scottish Govern-
ment’s education secretary, 
said: ‘The next time I am on 
Islay I will be seeking tips 
because it seems these pupils 
could manage my money better 
than I can.

‘I am very enthused by practi-
cal education like this and I am 
delighted to hear of the pupils’ 
success, which shows the range 
of skills around and that young 

people on Islay can compete 
with the best.’  

The competition, supported by 
Bloomberg, gives teams of four 
students aged between 14 and 
19 years old the opportunity to 
experience shares dealing and 
investing in the stock market. 

Now in its 20th year, the 
competition is the largest of its 
kind in the UK and is also open 
to international students.

Investing students’ team is one of the most successful in the UK-wide competition

A RELAUNCH of Oban Airport 
will aim to make it work for the 

-
ing its objective of supporting 
the region’s islands.

Station manager Tom Ed-
dleston made the statement as 
Argyll and Bute Council con-

year, with some 3,224 making 
use of the facility – nearly 700 
more than the previous year. 

‘Lifeline service’ 
Of those, more than half were 

for NHS, council or public body 
staff - making the airport a 
‘lifeline service’ for the isles.

Moya Ingram, the council’s 
strategic transportation 

a new stakeholder group will 
be formed this summer as the 
council looks to redouble its 
efforts and market the facility 
effectively to ensure the airport 

and not just the isles.
While there’s no concrete 

news on expansion of services, 
it is hoped the efforts will lead 
to an expansion of services 
to the airport – including the 
previously mooted potential for 
air links to Glasgow.

Speaking exclusively to The 
Oban Times at the airport on 
Tuesday, Ms Ingram said: 
‘Speaking from experience, I 
stayed in Inveraray recently and 
I was looking through the in-
formation in the hotel and there 
were details about Glasgow 
and Edinburgh airports – but it 
didn’t say anything about Oban.  

Marketing 
‘That’s where we’re failing.  

We need to drive more business 
to the airport and let people 
know it’s there.’

Mr Eddleston added: ‘Oban 
Airport was initially set up to 
support the islands – mission 
accomplished. Now it’s about 
supporting Oban.’

Work to market the airport has 
started already, with the facility 
appearing on national televi-
sion and newspapers in recent 
weeks.

Local businesses, community 
representatives, tourism bodies, 
hoteliers and neighbours of 
the site are among those to be 
invited to join the new Oban 
Airport stakeholder group, 
with a meeting to be held in the 
Corran Halls in May to discuss 
ways to make better use of the 
airport.

FRESH questions have been 
asked of the stability of Argyll 
and Bute Council’s ruling 
administration following the 
resignation of one of its most 
senior members.

Michael Breslin, until last week 
the authority’s lead councillor 
for education, said he could no 
longer be a part of the SNP fol-
lowing disagreements within the 
alliance administration.

Explaining his decision, Mr 
Breslin blamed the council vot-
ing to progress a closure of Du-
noon’s Struan Lodge care home 
– a move he declined to vote on 
– ‘duplicity’ and disagreements 
within the administration and 
‘poor behaviour’ among council-
lors when former leader Roddy 
McCuish fell ill and announced 
his decision to stand down.

He also described new council 
leader James Robb as the ‘wrong 
person for the job’.

But the SNP/independent/Ar-
gyll First administration will 
later this month come under 
fresh scrutiny after failing to 
persuade the Scottish Govern-
ment to consider building a new 
road at the Rest and Be Thankful 
on the A83 and to postpone the 
new Campbeltown-Ardrossan 
ferry service for a year to allow 
for infrastructure upgrades.

Campbeltown councillor Rory 
Colville said: ‘There’s no point 
being in administration if it’s not 
going to be a strong one.  There’s 
a motion that’s been accepted for 
next week’s meeting questioning 
the practices and traditions of 
the council.’

Responding, Mr Robb, said: 
-

tion will continue to put the 
interests of the people of Argyll 

hope to have the support of the 
opposition councillors.’

He declined to comment on the 
exact content of the opposition’s 
motion until it was in the public 
domain.

Argyll 
and Bute 
councillor
resigns

Feature on page 17
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

EXPLORATION of three 
Lochlash sea lochs got underway 

and Alsh using cutting-edge 

The work follows last 

tentacles thought to be the 

of crofting for local wildlife after 

and crofters through the
and 

The charity says the wholescale 

Consultants included less cattle and 

and feeding on the hill and less hefting 

Also noted were fewer holdings and 

Support

warning signals about what we stand 

Rugby club Red 
Nose fun day
youth section is to hold a 
fun day at the clubhouse this 

There will also be a baking 

with any baking donations or 

More timber 
for school 
boatbuilding 
project

for its traditional boatbuilding 

traditional boatbuilding skills to 

a great history of woodland 

building on the west coast and 

Centre in the Uig area of Lewis 

to fruition and wish the new 

of which bring little or no 

found strong backing for creating 

The National Trust for 

The site has been gifted to the 

Crofter Chrissie Laing feeding livestock at Drimsdale, South Uist. 

Cattle crossing to Vallay Island, North Uist. 

Crofting vital to Western Isles wildlife

sea lochs gets underway

-

considerable international 
interest with bookings already 

-

organised by the Lewis-based 

historical centre and funded by 

A feature of the annual Islands 

neighouring islands of Coll and 
Tiree to the history of the land 

Maggie MacDonald (Magaidh Dhòmhnaill ’ic Eòghainn), her sister Mrs MacPhee, nephew Neil Campbell and brother, Donald in 
Balemartine in the 1930s.

-
ence is to lay the groundwork 

has a fascinating history which Further details of the confer-

three-day history conference
National scholars and local historians attract international 
audience to discuss social and economic past of island

Tarbert man fined 
at Oban court

Argyll charity 
gains £10,000 for       
social media cafés
AN ARGYLL charity has been 

The grant will fund ses-
-

to congratulate Catherine 

their efforts in securing this 

Uist artist returns 
to Isle of Mull

Islay golfer aims 
to be on the           
right ‘tea’ with 
airport café

-

Islay based golf coach is taking 
on a fresh business challenge by 

-

to run a bed and breakfast at 

-

-

-
ing of the Atlantic Islands Centre 

council to strengthen the island 

-

-

Andrew brings to the trust 

-

-

and Highlands and Islands 

Atlantic Islands Centre in Cul-

-

destination to showcase the rich 
cultural and natural heritage 
of Luing and the other Argyll 

Andrew Pinkerton has 
taken on the role of project 

development manager for the 
Atlantic Islands Centre. 

Luing Community Trust 
appoint development 
manager for £1m project

further offences you will be sent 

Fighting men end up in Oban court

one of a series being carried out 

are considering which ones will 

RV White 
Ribbon

-
sion screens will be full of 
stars of stage and screen 

-

back again for its annual 

been watching the 

work undertaken both in 

One area where we can 

and Children In Need 

school infrastructure 

should look at how our 

undertaken by the College 

I regularly see children 

eyes not working together 

really need to look after 

children are our seed corn 

In the UK there is no 

often your children need 

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists

The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Charity Begins At Home

We are currently accepting entries 
for our forthcoming May sale and 
will be travelling in your area 
the week commencing Monday 
18 March offering free and 
confidential auction valuations.

To arrange an appointment or 
for advice on buying or selling at 
auction please contact:

0131 240 0910
bruce.addison@bonhams.com

A large and impressive Victorian 
carved oak dragon newel post 
Sold in Edinburgh in January 2013
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The eighth century currently being reassembled before being 
returned to the Isle of Iona

‘We believe it was commissioned 
by a King around the mid 700s’

Virtual gateway 

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

VisitScotland may use Luing as a showcase island for others

Islay students 
are part-time 
school cleaners
‘Working’ pupils now finding 
added pride in their school

-

-
-

-

Hotel worker 
remanded in 
custody

Mary’s Meals film 
on television

-

-

-

Man admits 
Dunbeg thefts

-

Unsafe 

-

-

-

-

Boats fail random 
inspections at   
Argyll ports

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Staff and customers of Oban shoe shop appeal for new buyer

-
-

-

RNLI Oban committee members and lifeboat crewmen raise a dram to its next fundraising effort.

-

-
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No immediate  
plan to cut      
school hours
HIGHLAND Council has 
said it is not planning to cut 
school hours to save money 
– but refused to rule it out as a 
possibility from 2015 onwards.

Lochaber councillor Andrew 
Baxter raised the issue at a 
council meeting in Inverness 
last Thursday. 

Chairman of adult and 
children’s services committee 
Alasdair Christie said reducing 
the school week had been ‘one 
option among many’ during 
talks on the council budget 
for 2013-2015, but had been 
rejected. He said: ‘However, 
from 2015/16 onwards, we 
are likely to be facing very 

and so all proposals will have to 
be revisited and consulted upon 
as well as the council identify-
ing further cost reduction 
measures.’

Tribute to 
colleagues
COUNCILLORS have paid 
tribute to two Highland Council 
employees who died in sporting 
accidents in recent weeks.

Spean Bridge man Mark 
Phillips died on February 25 
after falling during a climb 
on Ben Nevis, while Joy 
Robson of Portree was killed 
after a rally car crashed into 
spectators at the Snowman 
Rally in Glenurquhart Forest on 
February 16. Mr Phillips was 

based in Fort William and Mrs 
Robson was a nursery teacher at 
Macdiarmid Primary School.

At the beginning of a full 
council meeting in Inverness 
last Thursday, Convener Jimmy 
Gray said the pair would be 
‘sorely missed’. 

February weather 
in Plockton
FEBRUARY in Plockton proved 
to be an exceptionally dry 
month with only 2.25 inches of 
rainfall and 11 consecutive days 
with no rain. 

of rainfall.
However, there was no 

shortage of frost with 11 days 
below zero and the coldest night 
measuring -5.1°C. The warmest 
temperature by day was 12°C.

Primary schools get together for 
second annual eco day
BALLACHULISH and Kinlochleven primary schools 
will come together for their second annual eco day this 
Monday.

Pupils from each of the classes will explain what 
work they have been doing from a range of eco topics 
and show visual displays of their work. 

The pupils will have lunch together and then be 
involved in a range of joint activities in the afternoon.

The schools have received a £500 grant from the local 
councillors’ discretionary fund to pay for transport.

Grants handed out by councillors
local groups from their discretionary budgets at their 
latest business meeting in Fort William.

- £250 contribution to ski-ing lessons; Inverie village 
Hall committe - £282 contribution to legal fees to allow 
change of structure; Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council - £1,000 for provision 
of replacement village notice board; Ballachullish 
Primary School - £500 contribution to costs for bus 
transport for joint Ballachulish/Kinlochleven primary 
school eco day; Lochaber Archaeology Society - £500  

Lorn Lines
THERE was a large turnout for Lorn Archaeological and 
Historical Society’s February meeting to hear Iain Thornber 
from Morvern with his presentation on Christian Cameron 
(1859-1941) of Inverailort Estate. 

Having had personal contact with Inverailort for more than 
20 years, and through the photographs, papers and albums on 

Highland landowner with an interest in photography. 
The house parties, the employees and the scale of life at 

Inverailort come over through her photographs. 
Using early technical photographic skills, her scenes are 

indicative of the time before the estate was taken over in the 
1940s and run as a Commando training headquarters. The main 
house has never returned to its former glory but moves are 
ongoing to help save the property and its story.

The next meeting of Lorn Archaeological and Historical 
Society is on Friday March 15 when Professor Steve Mithen, 
will talk on ‘Hunter Gatherers in the Hebrides; recent excava-
tions in Mull Coll and Islay’. 

The venue for meetings is now well-established at St Columba 
Cathedral Hall, off Corran Brae, Oban.

Oban Art Society held its annual supper party in the Lorn 
Resource Centre. Members were entertained by songs and 

recitations from Phil Coyle and friends. The subject of the fun 
competition was images in monochrome, which was won by 

Marilyn Franks. Pictured with their entries are Marilyn and 
runners up Margaret Whitton and Robert McCulloch.

OBAN SWRI welcomed Neil Matheson to its February meeting 

Normally better known for furniture and work with Atlantis 
and other young enterprise schemes, Neil is also involved in a 
life changing project in Mozambique.

The Stirling based Friends of Pebane provide medical and 
practical support to a coastal community in poverty stricken 
Zambezia. As maternal and infant deaths are amongst the 
highest in the world, one key function of the group is to provide 
a medical infrastructure suited to the community’s needs, 
which included transporting a birthing bed from Scotland in a 
shipping container.   

Local businesses and clubs were able to support the hundreds 

materials.  The shipping container itself had been previously 

for medical staff and a workshop for the project’s handyman.
Neil’s honest presentation of a challenging place to live and 

provide support to was more moving than the emotionally 
manipulative TV ‘infomercials’ we have become accustomed 
to, and thoroughly appreciated by the audience.

For more information about Friends of Pebane and how to 
donate go to www.friendsofpebane.com

OBAN SWRI is growing, with three new members all aiming 
to demonstrate their handicraft and housewife skills in the 
April show in Connel.

Elchris Macfarlane and Lyndsay Elliott were both awarded 
gold for their hand crafted fridge magnets, a seasonal crocheted 

grip.
Guests and new members are welcome to attend the meetings, 

which are held on the last Tuesday of the month in the Guide 
Hall, Oban.

GORDON Baird LRPS from Kirkintilloch was the judge for 
Oban Camera Club’s last competition of the season entitled 
‘Night Time ‘. 

from McCaigs Tower and Pulpit Hill but the winning image of 
an illuminated bridge in Dubai was taken by
Ronnie McKillop who received the Frank Walton Trophy 
and a gift voucher from Oban Camera Centre. Runner up 
was Stephen Lawson with a beautiful print of skyscrapers in 
evening light. 

MEMBERS of Oban Speakers Club heard a wide variety of 
subjects at their meeting last week.

Chairman Frank Walton introduced speakers Malcolm 
Black, who gave a detailed talk on ‘The Glencoe Lochan’, 
Archie Mcphail, who took an unusual approach to his subject 
‘The freedom of the Press’, and Eamonn Arthur, who gave an 
interesting talk on ‘The King’s Speech’. Their immediate critics 
were Donnie Graham, Jim Fraser and Roy Wood. In the second 
half Alex Clark gave topics to Roy Wood, Peter Mills, Jim 
Fraser, Malcolm Black, Nicky Maclean and Eamonn Arthur.

Room, Church Centre, Glencruitten Road, on March 21 at 8pm.  

AN ARGYLL estate manager 
who assaulted his former girl-

Oban Sheriff Court last week.
Donald Dempster, 47, of The 

Bungalow, Duiletter Farm, Dal-
mally, denied assaulting the man 
but was found guilty by Sheriff 
John Herald following a trial.

Dempster had previously been 
in a relationship with the woman 

for a number of months, during 
which time she moved in with 
him.

The court heard that on Decem-
ber 30 last year the woman, who 
is 27, had been with her sister 
and ex-husband in her caravan 
around 1.30am when Dempster 
appeared. 

She said in evidence: ‘There 
was a loud knock on the door, 

I got a bit scared and asked my 
ex-husband to answer the door. 
I had an idea it might be him 
[Dempster] but I was unsure.

Dempster claimed in court he 
had been punched before being 
pushed out the door forcefully, 
landing on his back leaving him 
‘tender’.

Giving evidence he said he had 
been invited into the caravan: ‘I 

stepped in and was punched,’ 
he said. Dempster added that 
his former-girlfriend appeared 
at that point and the pair ‘both 
started pushing me back out the 
door’.

But Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said: ‘There wasn’t 
one mark to your back, no bruis-
ing, no scrapes or scratches, no 
broken ribs – despite falling at 

force, after being pushed back-
wards on to gravel.’ Dempster 
agreed there was not.

£350 and said: ‘Why a man, aged 
47, with no previous convictions, 
holding down a respectable job 
goes to a caravan in the early 
hours of the morning is some-
thing only you can explain to 
yourself.’

Argyll estate manager found guilty of assault

Small private 
garden listed
A SMALL privately owned 
garden in Argyll has been 
added to Historic Scotland’s 
inventory of gardens and 
designed landscapes.

Linn Botanic Gardens, on the 
Rosneath Peninsula, was started 
in 1971 by Jim Taggart and is 
now run by his son James.

Elizabeth McCrone, Historic 
Scotland’s head of listing and 
designed landscapes, welcomed 
the garden to the inventory.

Man admits 
hospital assault
ASSAULTING a doctor and 
nurse in Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, landed a 
Helensburgh man in court.

Andrew Carrick, 43, of 17 
Upland Wynd, Garelochead, 
admitted the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week. He will be sentenced 
on April 2.

Oban woman 
assaulted girl
AN OBAN woman admitted 
assaulting a 13-year-old girl 
when she appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

Kelly Ahmed, 23, of 8E 
Colonsay Terrace, Soroba, 
Oban, also pled guilty to 
behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner by shouting and 
swearing during the incident in 
Combie Lane last September. 
She will be sentenced on April 
2.

IN THE year Scotland became 
a Fairtrade nation, the Oban 
and Lorn committee has urged 
the community to continue to 
support the movement.

In a bid to gain wider support 
for Fair Trade, which helps get 
a better deal for Third World 
farmers, the local committee 
took Fairtrade Fortnight (Febru-
ary 25 – March 9) events outside 
of Oban.

One of these took place on 
Saturday in Taynuilt Village 
Hall, where pupils of Taynuilt 
Primary School displayed artis-
tic representations of Fairtrade 
produce.

Marlyn Turbitt, a member 
of Oban and Lorn Fairtrade 
Committee, helped organise 
the Taynuilt event alongside Dr 
John Lyon. She explained how 
the committee was trying to 
help children understand what 
Fairtrade is about. 

She said: ‘Taynuilt is working 
towards becoming a Fairtrade 
school, so we got them involved 
in Fairtrade Fortnight by asking 
them to look at Fairtrade labels 
and we gave them a free hand to 
come up with designs based on 
the products.

‘It let them see how many 
Fairtrade products are out there; 
people seem to think it is just 
bananas and chocolate!’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
had the unenviable task of 
picking the design competition 
winners.

Commenting on the high 
standard of design, she said: 
‘Children are our future, so 
it is important we get across 
the message of Fair Trade: that 
dignity and self worth comes 
through hard work and by buy-
ing Fairtrade goods you can help 
others to achieve this.’

Fairtrade art competition judge Councillor Elaine Robertson and organiser Marlyn Turbitt with Taynuilt Primary School pupils: 
brothers Alasdair Laurie, left, aged nine, and Cameron Laurie, aged 11, with Gemma Carswell, who was celebrating her seventh 

birthday last week.

Dunbeg Primary School 
pupils weighed in to help spread 
the word about FairTrade on 
Saturday as part of the last local 
event organised for FairTrade 
Fortnight.

The children handed out stick-

of Tesco as the local FairTrade 
committee provided information 
and the odd taster – courtesy of 
the shop – to encourage people 
to try the range.

The movement aims to give 
food producers in developing 
countries a fairer deal by offer-
ing a competitive price for their 
goods.

Oban committee member 
Murdoch MacKenzie said: 
‘We’ve been here for the whole 
week and we were at the Co-op 
last week.  We have 84 FairTrade 
outlets in Oban, whether that’s 
bed and breakfasts, shops or 
churches.  

‘Hopefully we can encourage a 
few people to give it a try.’

Oban’s FairTrade committee was joined by local MP Alan Reid, councillor Elaine Robertson, staff from Tesco and pupils from Dunbeg 
Primary School at the conclusion of FairTrade Fortnight on Saturday. t11fairtrade1

Fairtrade message goes 
on tour around Lorn

Taynuilt working towards becoming Fairtrade school 
as Dunbeg Primary School takes part in events

Spring has sprung on the Isle of Iona 
and the nature detectives of the island’s 
primary school have been out checking 

on the pond where there is a mass of frog 
spawn.  The children are also busy getting 
the garden ready and will soon be planting 

their potatoes as tradition dictates they 
have to be in the ground by Easter.

that Spring is 
in the air

Driver collided 
with wall
A MOTORIST who collided 
with a wall on Corran 
Esplanade, Oban, has been 
found guilty of careless driving 
following a trial.

Sandy Hetherington, 36, of 
164 South Street, Bathgate, was 
also found guilty of failing to 
report the accident to both the 
owner of the wall and police as 
well as failing to identify the 
driver of the vehicle to police.

Sheriff Court last week and 

months.

Man admits drink 
driving charge
A MOTORIST was found to 
be drink driving after being in-
volved in a minor accident near 
Kilchrenan last November.

Sebastien Gouwy, 31, of 
Ardanaseig Hotel, Kilchrenan, 
admitted the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 

£200 and banned from driving 
for one year.
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Morvern Lines

Patrick Sellar was a hated 
figure but later a benefactor 

to Morvern.

Sellar’s Stone was the only shelter Sellar could find after 
evicting families from the White Glen. 

PATRICK Sellar was arguably 
the most hated 19th century 
Scotsman. 

He died 152 years ago, yet 
his name is as infamous today 
as it was then.

Sellar came to Morvern 
in 1838 - 22 years after his 
trial for arson and culpable 
homicide when he was found 
not guilty. He bought Acharn 
near Loch Arienas then 
nearby Clounlaid, Uladail and 
Old Ardtornish where he lived 
in style in the old Maclean 
laird’s house demolished by 
his descendants in 1907. The 
whole estate ran to 21,575 
acres and cost him £29,850. 

According to local tradition, 
he stocked Acharn with sheep 
from Sutherland which he 
himself helped to drive down 
in the early part of 1839. He 
was accompanied by several 
shepherds, including a John 
Mackay whose popular and 
musically accomplished great 
granddaughter May, lived in 
Lochaline until recently. 

Their journey took 14 days 
and as darkness fell on the 

White Glen. Because Sellar 
had ordered the removal of 
more than 40 families from 
the glen the previous year, 
no accommodation was to be 
had. He and his companions 
were forced to shelter by the 
side of the old drove road 
in the lee of a large boulder 
which is pointed out to this 
day along with the remains of 
the burnt out houses and the 
desolate landscape he helped 
to create. 

It has to be said, that a few 
years after Sellar came to live 
in Morvern, he and his family 
became popular benefactors. 
They helped build new piers 
and provided much-needed 
employment when the potato 
crop failed and famine was 
widespread. 

One of Patrick’s sons, 
William Young, was Professor 
of Humanity at Edinburgh 
University and considered one 
of the most brilliant classical 
scholars this country has 
ever produced. His grandson, 

Gerard Craig Sellar (1871-
1929), provided a district 
nursing service in Morvern 
long before the days of the 
National Health Service and 
created a welfare trust which 
continues to be enjoyed in the 
parish.

The old mansion house at 
Acharn, which disappeared 
long before Sellar’s arrival, 
was unique. It was constructed 
of wickerwork between 
great oak beams, completely 
covered with heather and turf 
outside and lined with wood 
inside. The interior, according 
to a contemporary description 
was, ‘divided into several 

a style of taste and elegance 
corresponding with the 

occupants’ - the Camerons of 
Glendessary. This house and 
its successor – which Sellar 
occupied for a few years, 
was described by a visitor as 
‘a small, neat white-washed 
building built in the latter 
half of the 18th century and 

houses in Morvern.’ It was 
demolished in the 1870s and 
the stone used to build the 
present agricultural sheds on 
the same site. The avenue of 
lime trees on either side of 
the old track leading up to 
the house from the river is 
reputed to have been planted 
in 1703 by a relation of Flora 
MacDonald, the heroine of the 
’45.                   Iain Thornber.

A LINGUISTICS graduate 
working with Community Land 
Scotland (CLS) in Tarbert, 
Harris, is the 100th young person 

programme designed to bring 
fresh thinking and new talent to 
businesses in the Highlands and 
Islands.

Ruth Cape, 24, took up the 
post through the TalentScotland 
Graduate Placement, which 
is managed in the region 
by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE). The initiative 
recruits skilled graduates to 
growing Scottish businesses 
or social enterprises to carry 
out innovative projects which 
otherwise would not be able to 
be progressed.

Island life
Ruth, originally from Stirling, 

who is currently membership 

gained an Honours degree from 
the University of Edinburgh and 
has already experienced island 
life in northern Norway while 
studying with the University of 
Tromsø.

She said: ‘My dissertation at 
university was based around 
Gaelic medium education, 
sparking an interest in moving 
to the Western Isles. 

‘I also fell in love with the 
islands after a camping trip 
there.

‘Community land ownership 
is an issue I really want to learn 
more about and it is an inspiring 
area of work. I am hugely 
grateful for the opportunity 
this placement gives me to get 
involved.’

She added: ‘I will also be 
involved in establishing the 
Scottish International Land 

Ruth Cape, the 100th young person to find employment under a programme designed to bring fresh thinking and new talent to 
businesses in the Highlands and Islands, is congratulated by Community Land Scotland chairman David Cameron at Tarbert, Harris.

Trust, which will be an additional 
resource for communities to 
tap into.’ CLS chairman David 
Cameron said: ‘Our membership 
has almost doubled over the two 

years and we have always been 
aware that our strength comes 
from these people. 

‘Ruth’s placement with us 
through the Graduate Placement 

Programme will ensure that 
Community Land Scotland can 
respond to the wishes of these 
members.’

He added: ‘Ruth has only been 

with us for a few weeks but has 
settled in well. 

One of our aims is that she too 

with us over the next year.’

Highland talent scheme welcomes 100th graduate

A MOTORIST who was followed 
by an unmarked police car for 17 
miles admitted careless driving 
when he appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

Peter Daniels, 24, of 133 Milton 

placed on his driving licence by 
Sheriff John Herald.

The court heard Daniels sped 
past police at 50 miles per hour 
(mph) on Corran Esplanade 

following his vehicle.
Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty 

travelling ‘for a period of time 
on the opposite carriageway’ 
before driving through Taynuilt 

at 46 mph in a 30mph limit. 

continued driving, stopping 
when confronted by a marked 
police car, the court heard.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton told the court Daniels 
was heading to work on a wind 
farm site at Kilchrenan. 

He said: ‘He was driving the 
work Land Rover, there was 
£4,000 of tools in it. 

‘He was aware of a vehicle 

to stop. 
‘He was met with a marked 

vehicle and stopped immediately 
– only then did he become aware 

him.’

Careless driver didn’t realise ‘chasing’ 
car was unmarked police vehicle

AN OBAN school pupil has 
bagged a big prize in an art 
competition organised by the 
town’s Tesco superstore.

Calum Garvin, aged 11, 
pictured right,   who attends 

won £250 for the school plus a 
£25 Tesco gift card for himself 
after winning the competition, 
organised by the supermarket to 
tell customers about their Click 
and Collect Groceries online 
shopping service.

But Calum’s best prize of all 

was seeing the winning artwork 
printed on 250 re-usable jute 
shopping bags, which will now 
be distributed free to parents 
and children at the winning 
school.

Design
School children throughout 

the area had been asked by 
the tesco.com team to design 
an eye-catching picture to go 
alongside the Click and Collect 
design to promote the new 

kind in the Oban area.

Calum’s award-winning 
design destined for jute 
shopping bags in Oban

Assault charge   
not proven 
A 16-YEAR-old girl accused 
of assaulting a 15-year-old girl 
by slapping her had the charge 
against her found not proven.

Caitlin McLuckie, of 7 Park 
Road, Oban, stood trial at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week. She 
had been arrested following an 
incident in Davaar Gardens in 
the town last July. McLuckie 
claimed she had told the girl to 
go away as no-one wanted her 
there but denied striking her.

Sheriff John Herald said: ‘The 
one thing that is consistent with 
this case is the inconsistencies. 

against you not proven.’ 
He also found McLuckie 

not guilty of behaving in a 
threatening or abusive manner 
by shouting and swearing.

Drink driver        
had cocaine
AN OBAN man caught driving 
while more than twice the drink 
drive limit was found to be in 
possession of cocaine.

Kris Gillies, 25, of 3 Coe 
Gardens, Oban, admitted the 
offences when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week. 
He also pled guilty to colliding 
with a fence and will be 
sentenced on April 2.

Drink driving 
AN OBAN man admitted drink 
driving on two occasions while 
he was on bail at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week. 

John McKay, 39, of 18 Nelson 
Road, will also be sentenced 
for an assault he carried out 
last July when he re-appears on 
April 30.
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BIG HEARTED ferrymen have 
been awarded a charity plaque 
to say thanks for collecting 
thousands of pounds.

The four men, who all work on 
the Easdale ferry, have collected 
£2,500 for Oban lifeboat over 
the last couple of years.

Alan MacFadyen, Willie 
Fairbairn and Tom Tinny, all 
from Easdale Island, received 
the plaque on Tuesday but 
Calum MacDonald, from 

Alan MacFadyen, Ann Reid, Willie Fairbairn, Heather Smith and Tom Tinny. Inset: the plaque presented to the ferrymen.

EASDALE
Ellenabeich, while unable 
to attend had his hard work 
recognised.

Oban lifeboat decided to mark 
the mens’ generous support of 
their organisation by handing 
them a special plaque for their 
ferry from the RNLI.

Les Stewart, treasurer with 
Oban lifeboat, said: ‘I spoke to 

Argyll and Bute Council, which 
operates the ferry, and I was 
told that it carries almost 15,000 
people to and fro during the 
course of the year. 

‘On average, that means every 
journey has contributed 17p to 
Oban Lifeboat. Even Cal-Mac 
might be happy with that.

‘The men have done 
something in the background 
and didn’t expect recognition 
but when I found out the RNLI 

had these plaques I knew 
exactly who deserved one.’

Alan, Willie and Tom are 
pictured with Ann Reid, past 
secretary of the fundraising 
group, and Heather Smith, 
RNLI collection box secretary. 

Les added: ‘Heather collects 
boxes from Appin down to 
Crinan. It is a huge territory 
she covers – she has collected 
over £8,000 in the past year and 
counts it all up.’

Portree Primary School has received a national community award in recognition of its after-school 
activities programme.  Football, shinty, Jog Scotland runs, gardening and Highland dancing are 
just some of the many activities supported by staff, parents and community members. Above, 

local councillor John Gordon presents the award, which was sponsored by the Police Club of Great 
Britain, to head teacher John Finlayson.  Also pictured, left to right, are coaches Kathleen Maclean 

and Robert MacAskill, Active Schools co-ordinator Sarah Ross and some of the P2 and P3 pupils 
involved. 

Portree after school programme wins award

LUING
A VILLAGE hall on the Isle 

equipment to help hard of 
hearing people enjoy events 
held there.

Cullipool Village hall was 

loop last week after the hall 
trust received £2,000 from 
Awards for All.

Jean Alexander, committee 
secretary, said: ‘This is a good 

THE CHILDREN of Strath of 
Appin Primary have celebrated 
World Book Day with an 
eventful week full of reading 
activities.

All week, pupils have been 
swapping their unwanted books 
for new reading material at the 
school book stall. 

APPIN
On Wednesday, primary 

four to seven pupils visited 
Waterstones in Oban where they 
enjoyed a tour of the store and 
fun activities led by staff.

The afternoon saw a special 

outdoor clan challenge 
involving the children in a 
World Book Day themed 
orienteering activity along the 
Appin cycle track, where they 

questions based on popular 
children’s books. On Thursday 

known characters as the staff 
and children came to school 
dressed as a character from 
their favourite book. 

Special guests included, Oor 
Wullie, Katie Morag, 007, 
Cinderella, Tinkerbell, Harry 
Potter and The Tiger who came 
to Tea, to name but a few.

Children of Strath of Appin Primary School celebrate World Book Day. 

thing for people who are hard of 
hearing. They will now be able 
to hear clearly during all events 
in the hall – meetings, drama, 
concerts. It has been needed for 
quite a long time and we are 
very grateful to the lottery for 
giving us the money.’ 

Local MSP Michael Russell 
congratulated Jean on securing 
the funding. 

He said: ‘These awards are all 
about supporting social hubs in 
rural areas, facilities which are 
much valued by communities.’

TWO REPRESENTATIVES
of Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac), along with Councillor 
Elaine Robertson, attended the 
community council meeting 
on February 21 as part of the 
ongoing negotiations to get a 
replacement ferry for the Eigg 
on the Achnacroich/Oban run.

Regional Manager David 
Taylor and Oban Port Manager 
Findlay MacRae outlined a 
temporary solution until several 
problems can be solved. This 
will see the MV Loch Linnhe
being used. She came on the run 
on March 1 for a week so the 
crew could be trained. 

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘The situation is that we intend 
deploying MV Loch Linnhe on 
the Lismore route up until the 
start of the summer timetable 
- March 29 - but this is subject 
to demands elsewhere as she is 
currently a relief vessel for other 
routes. 

‘For the same reason, we 
cannot commit at this stage 
to retaining her on that route 
beyond March 29. We, however, 
agreed to review that and make 
a decision about possible future 
deployment as soon as possible.’ 

The meeting heard that one of 
the problems is that the Lismore 
berth in Oban is not suitable in 
all tides and there is an issue 
with getting heavy machinery 
and hay lorries over. Elaine 

LISMORE
Robertson said negotiations 
were positive and amicable and 
Lismore could look forward to 
a solution that would make the 
island more economically viable 
and hopefully make islanders 
working in Oban a real option, 
as well as attracting visitors. 

SATURDAY March 2 was de-

Dr Stuart Cairns instructed 
16 people in basic life support 
and in the use of the island’s 
community automatic external 

been installed outside the hall. 
It was also a chance to 

remember the late Danny 
Hickford whose generous 
bequest funded this reassuring 
community asset. Danny’s 
partner Ann Sanderson, who 
now lives in Oban, returned 

opening and dedication. 
Although the AED is, to quote 

Dr Cairns, ‘idiot proof’ there is 
more to helping someone with 

and at the end of the instruction 
everyone felt competent to 
perform the various stages.

Beth Campbell who organised 
the event and provided a light 
lunch, also explained Stephen 
Green had kindly installed the 
box at his own expense and 
because of the complicated wir-
ing of the hall it was apparently 
a long job. 

A STUDY to decide whether a road 
connection is needed between the two parts 
of the island of Kerrera will be published 
in April.

The investigation, being carried out by 
Transport Scotland and Argyll and Bute 
Council, is looking at transport for the 
island in the long term.

A spokeswoman for Transport Scotland 
told The Oban Times the study would look 
at whether a road connection is needed 
between the two parts of the island and if 
so, what kind of road or track would be 
suitable. It will also look at ferry options for 
the island in the long term.

She said: ‘There is a joint study being 
done with Argyll and Bute Council looking 
at long term transport options for Kerrera. 
The outcome is expected in April.’

THE MANAGEMENT committee of 
Nether Lochaber Hall needs more support 
from the community as discussions 
continue on building a replacement.

Committee member Anne Marie 
Cameron said: ‘We have unfortunately lost 
two members due to other obligations. 

‘Their enthusiasm and help will be greatly 
missed. We urgently need more members 
to keep the old hall functioning and to 
continue toward the building of a new hall.’

She added: ‘In 2012 we held a 
consultation regarding the possibility of a 
new hall. Firstly, thank you to those who 
took the time to complete and return the 
forms.  

of the questionnaire and move to the next 
stage.’

The committee is also looking for ‘able 
souls’ to offer time with manual jobs at the 
hall including cleaning gutters, painting 
and electrical work.

Meanwhile, following a break-in in 
December, the committee has kindly been 
gifted items to replace those taken.

The window damaged at the time is also 
getting replaced following the offer of 
another.

Anyone able to assist should contact the 
committee through the Nether Lochaber 
Community Council website, www.
netherlochabercc.org.uk which contains all 
relevant details.

NETHER LOCHABER

KERRERA

THIRTY eager pupils from 
Port Ellen Primary School 
dominated the annual Islay 
Primary Schools Shinty 
Tournament in Islay High 
School

The tournament, on February 
25, was split into a P4/5 league 
and a P6/7 league with teams 
from Port Ellen, Port Charlotte 
and Bowmore competing in 
each. There was a fantastic 
atmosphere in both halls as 
parents and friends excitedly 
cheered on the teams.

PORT ELLEN between the Hard Hitters from 
Port Ellen and the Black Bullets 
from Bowmore. This was a very 
close game but the Hard Hitters 
were declared the winners with 
a 2-1 victory.

It was two teams from Port 
Ellen who made it through to 

– The Red Rascals and PEPS 

contested match with players 
from both teams being 
determined to claim the winners 
title but in the end this was 
awarded to The Red Rascals.

A huge well done to all the 
children who competed in the 
tournament and the primary 
school would like to thank 
Shona Ramsay, Chloe Wood 
and Mel Macneil for organising 
yet another fantastic celebration 
of this great sport. 

IN MEMORY of Maryanne 
Macallister, a born and bred 
Colonsay islander who recently 
passed away, Gavin Clark, 
proprietor of the Colonsay 
Pantry, organised a fundraising 
day for RNLI, Maryanne’s 
favourite charity.

On February 22, Gavin laid 
on tea and cakes between 2 and 
4pm, followed by a RNLI-
themed dinner at 7.30pm.

In between, he managed to 

popular haddock and chips 
deliveries around the island. 
As if that weren’t enough, the 

people from 9pm onwards.
His original target was to 

COLONSAY
raise £100; this was met almost 
immediately by a generous 
private donation. The total 
raised on the day was £506.50.

On hearing about the event, 
Sandra MacAllister, daughter of 
Maryanne, said: ‘I heard about 
the fundraiser and we are all 
really touched by the gesture 
and thank everyone who was 
involved.

‘The people of Colonsay have 
been totally fantastic and for 
that we are all so grateful.

‘It makes me proud to call 
Colonsay home and be part 
of such a kind and caring 
community.’

RNLI fundraiser Gavin Clark outside The Pantry. 

PRESIDENT Linda Brown 
welcomed members to the 
March meeting of Kilbrandon 
SWRI, held in Seil Island Hall.  

Speaker for the evening was 
Eilidh Smith, owner of Oban’s 
Seafood Temple. Local Seil girl 
Eilidh’s talk was entitled ‘From 
Dressing Hair to Dressing 
Crab’, since she had achieved 
her life-long dream of running 
a café after 20 years as a hair-
dresser. Eilidh uses only fresh, 
local produce and this, together 
with her obvious enthusiasm for 
making and sharing top quality 
food, has enabled The Seafood 
Temple to establish a world-
wide reputation and become the 
number one seafood restaurant 
in Scotland. Janice Baxter gave 
the vote of thanks to Eilidh.

KILBRANDON

Dr Stuart Cairns and Ann Sanderson at the official opening of 
Lismore’s new community defribrillator.

THE SEARCH and Rescue 
Dog Association (SARDA) 
begins its annual assessment in 
Glencoe today (Thursday) just 
eight weeks after four people 
were killed in an avalanche on 
Bidean nam Bian.

More than 20 specially-trained 
dogs and their handlers will 
take part in a range of tests 
over four days designed to test 
their skills and endurance. 
SARDA Scotland secretary, 
Ken Weatherstone said: ‘All our 
handlers are volunteers who 
are willing to assist mountain 
rescue teams throughout 
Scotland, on call 24 hours a day. 
They all do a marvellous job but 
our real heroes are our dogs.’

SARDA, formed in 1965 

by world-renowned Hamish 
MacInnes of Glencoe, uses 
mountain rescue team 
volunteers and their dogs to help 

GLENCOE

ARISAIG and District 
Community Council (ADCC) 
held its February monthly 
meeting recently in Astley Hall, 
where the following topics were 
discussed:

The blue recycling bin has 
already been placed in the car 
park. Pauline Donaldson from 
TEC Services will be visiting 
to look at the parking situation 
by the other recycling bins and 
possible changes to parking in 
general. Discussion continued 
about the possible siting of bins 
closer to the campsites and 

it was decided to contact the 
people running those sites.

A new community 
council notice board is in place.

Work is now in progress 
on the Arisaig footpath/cycle 
track

Treasurer Angela Hard-
man informed the meeting the 
ADCC bank account contains 
£3,548.91. £499.56 will be paid 
for the notice board and £10 for 
membership of the Association 
of Lochaber Community 
Councils.

Mo MacDougall from 
Scottish and Southern Energy 
(SSE) discussed creating a 
community emergency plan for 
the area. 

The storm of December 2011 
was discussed and suggestions 
were made about providing a 
generator for the Astley Hall as 

a centre to be used for people 
unable to stay in their own 
homes. A generator should be 
supplied to the water pump in 
Mallaig so that the water doesn’t 
go off as well. SSE is looking 
into improving electricity lines 
and clearing trees which may be 
too close to those lines. 

Ms MacDougall had some 
pieces of kit which could be 
included in an emergency box, 
including a wind up light, wind 
up radio, thermal blankets and 
‘snap lights’. She suggested 

identify the most vulnerable 
people in the area to make sure 
they will be checked on in an 
emergency. Eleanor Barrie 
offered to work on this.

The next ADCC meeting will 
be held on Monday March 18, 
with all welcome to attend.

ARISAIG

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Mòd medallist 
remembered
A SPECIAL shield, 
commissioned by Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, will 
commemorate the memory 
of Mòd gold medallist Robert 
Forrest who died in tragic 
circumstances in February 
last year.

The new shield, to be 
known as Sgiath Raibeart 

appearance at the local 
Mòd on June 8 and will be 
presented to the youngster 
who has shown a commitment 
to the Gaelic language over 
a prolonged period and has 
shown a determination in 
the development of his or her 
Gaelic skills.

This boost to language 
development has been greatly 
welcomed by Gaelic activists 
and has also met with the 
approval of Robert’s widow 
Belle.  

Robert won the gold 
medal at the National Mòd 
in Inverness in 1984 while 
a member of Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir. Following 
retirement, he returned to his 
native isle and joined Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle and became its 
valued Gaelic reader. 

In this capacity he was a 
supportive and encouraging 
tutor and also passed on his 
enthusiasm for language and 
songs to island youngsters 
prior to their participation at 
both local and National Mòds.

Teachers at all the island 
schools, along with those 
leading local Gaelic choirs, 
are being invited to help in the 

time winner of the new shield.

Litter’s little stars
ENERGETIC youngsters from 
Gaelic mother and toddlers 
group ‘Rionnagan Beaga’ 
descended on Bridgend 
Woods last week where they 
gathered 15 bags of rubbish 
weighing 71kgs.

The ‘little stars’ were 
sponsored for their endeavours 
and among those digging deep 
were Islay estates and their 
factor Willy Inglis. Parents 
also willingly mucked in 
and transport support was 
gratefully received from Neil 
MacLean and Stuart Doyle.

Rionnagan Beaga meet 
weekly at Ionad Chaluin 
Chille Ìle where the 
burgeoning Gaelic interests 
are honed and encouraged 
by playgroup leader Lorraine 
Ferguson.

Nach math a rinn sibh!

Pianist’s 
presentation
AT THE Glasgow Islay 
Association’s 151st annual 
gathering on March 1, a 
presentation was made to 
Norma MacDougall who has 
acted as piano accompanist at 
gatherings and other Comann 
Ileach events for over a 
decade. 

She was also a sought after 
accompanist at other similar 
events in the city.

Norma has now decided to 
close the piano lid and her 
musical contributions were 
justly recognised by the 
association. 

Making the presentation 
on behalf of the committee  
was Irene Justice whose late 
husband Iain had a life long 
connection with the Glasgow 
Islay.

Norma and her husband 
Alastair, who has strong 
family connections with Islay 
and was the association’s 
president from 2005 to 2008, 
live in retirement in West 
Kilbride.

Hospital staff 
awarded            
gold award
ISLAY Hospital staff are 
walking tall after being 
presented with the Healthy 
Working Lives gold award.

This was handed over by 
MAKI Locality Manager 
Christine Weir and Alison 
Guest, Clinical Services 
Manager. 

On the receiving end were 
Carol Muir and Neil Ferguson 
representing the hospital’s 
Healthy Working Lives group.

Locality manager 
Christine congratulated the 
hospital on its achievement 

commitment and dedication.
Not to be outdone, the 

hospital’s catering staff also 
shared in the ‘healthy living’ 
glory after receiving the 
Healthy Living Plus award 
which is given in Scotland to 
those providing healthy food 
and assisting in making better 
food choices.

The local hospital 
consistently tops the food in 
hospitals survey in Argyll 
and Bute for patient meal 
satisfaction and the provision 
of quality, home-cooked food.

Congratulations all round.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810658.
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Skye, North Uist, South Uist, Barra, Sutherland and Argyll all affected

Above - Pictured from 15 miles away, the flames of the fires close 
to Connel and Oban light up the Argyll night sky Picture - John MacTavish

Inset - Fire crews from Oban, Inveraray and Dalmally tackled a 
heath fire which threatened houses on the outskirts of Oban. 

Local fire crews were unaware of the extent of the heath fire until 
they reached the summit of the hill. ‘It was everywhere,’ said 

group commander Ian MacInnes

Left -  Flames light up the night sky on the Isle of  Skye above 
Boreraig and Suisnish in Sleat  Picture - Rob Ware

The Oban Times

It wasn’t until we 
reached the summit 
of the hill that we 
realised it (the fire) 
was everywhere.
group commander  
Ian MacInnes

The Oban Times

MUIR BURNING in Scotland is covered by the Hill 
Farming Act 1946 as amended by the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 and the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009 and is permitted only between October 
1 and April 15.

The legislation allows farmers, crofters, land owners and 

new growth and restricts the grazing of livestock and/or 
bird species such as grouse. Fire has been part of upland en-
vironments for many thousands of years and it is probably 
also one of the most useful, and oldest, land management 
tools. However, it is a powerful tool, which needs to be used 
with skill if it is not to do more harm than good.

Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue Service station 
manager in Inverness Gordon Morrison urged landown-
ers to have measures in place to keep muir burning under 
control. He said: ‘We are there to save lives. If we are out on 

us to save lives it may be that our response can be delayed.’

Oban man admits 
heroin charge

Raasay ferry car park 
work gets underway

Oban teenager charged 
after buying alcohol

Police turn spotlight on 
private taxi regulations

Green flag for Portree

Strathclyde 
Police use 
Operation 
Myriad focus 
on driving 
offences

Clothes swap for 
Oban Hospice

Marketing

Exchange trip 

The 
Oban Times

India’s Consul General in Edinburgh Oscar Kerketta met Argyll and Bute Council Council deputy 
leader Roddy McCuish and staff at the Municipal Buildings in Oban. 15_t11consul01

£540,000 revamp 
of Cameron Square 
starts this summer
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The 39th Lochaber Music Festival 2013

ENTRIES were up once again for the 
Lochaber Music Festival, with nearly 
500 youngsters from across Lochaber 
displaying their musical talents in Fort 
William.

The 39th annual event kicked off on 
Friday with local participants singing, 
playing, reciting or dancing in a 
number of different classes in 
venues in and around the town.

Festival chairwoman Lil-
lian MacDonald said the number of 
youngsters getting involved with both 
traditional and classical music bodes well 
for the future of the festival.

She said: ‘We’ve had good representa-
tion from the area outside Fort William 
as well as the town, for example Mallaig, 
Arisaig and Strontian. It’s really good 
they’ve made the effort to come.’

Hannah MacRae picked up the coveted 
Premier Scots Traditional Instrumental 
Award after her performances in the 
Scots violin open solo category on 
Saturday.

The 15 year-old impressed adjudicators 
Rory Grossart and Gillian Fleetwood 
and told The Oban Times she was ‘really 
surprised’ to win the award.

The 
other three 

Syeda Chowdhury 
on clarsach, piper Rona 

Nicholson and Liam Stewart 
on the accordion.

Mr Grossart praised the perform-
ances of all four youngsters, but said 
picking Hannah as the winner was a 
‘very, very easy decision’.

with a variety of solo singing, speech 
classes (poetry), brass, woodwind and 
strings. 

On Tuesday evening the Young Musi-
cian of the Year and the Premiere Vocal 
and Instrumental Awards were handed 
out at Lochaber High School.

The festival concludes with the ever 
popular Grand Festival Concert at 
the high school hall at 7.30pm tonight 
(Thursday). The night will see the top 

performing for a packed audience before 
a presentation of trophies.

Ivan Davies has only been playing 
the cello for six months, and found 
himself picking up the prize for 
cello or double bass solo (primary) 
after scoring 83/100 - 20_f11music08

Lewis MacRae, aged 12, 
scored 87 out of 100 to win the 
violin solos beginner category 
- 20_f11music06

Premier Scots 
Traditional Award 
winner 
Hannah MacRae, 
15, with fellow 
performers Rona 
Nicolson, Syeda 
Chowdhury and 
Liam Stewart 
-   20_f11music04

Box player Liam Stewart took the 
honours in the accordion solo own 
choice – March, Strathspey and 
Reel - 20_f11music03

Megan Stewart-MacDonald’s 
performance in the chanter solo 
– age 13 and over was described by 
adjudicator Rory Grossart as ‘very 
enjoyable’ - 20_f11music02

Lochaber Pipe Band’s Rona Nicolson 

the bagpipe solos age 15 and under 
- 20_f11music05

Novice solo bagpipe winner Martin MacKinnon with runner up Megan 
Campbell - 20_f11music01

while Syeda Chowdhury took top spot at intermediate level - 20_f11music07

The 39th Lochaber Music Festival 2013
TROPHY WINNERS: 
Elizabeth Findlay Memorial Trophy for Scots Violin Solo (Age 17 & Under) - Rhona MacKintosh; Loch-
aber Strathspey and Reel Society Trophy for Fiddle Group (Under 18) - Sgoil Chuil Lochabair; Lydia 
Jackson Trophy for Clarsach Solo: Syeda Chowdhury; Lochaber Cup for Chanter (Age 10 and Under) 
- Archie Clark; William MacLeod Trophy for Chanter Solo (11 and Over) - Clare MacLellan; Kenny 
Nicholson Memorial Trophy for Bagpipe Solo (Novice) - Martin MacKinnon; David MacGregor Cup 
for Bagpipe Solo (Intermediate) - Wallace Dempster; Archie Kennedy Memorial Trophy for Bagpipe 
Solo (Age 14 and Under) - Rona Nicholson; Alexander MacDonald Cup for Bagpipe Solo (Age 15 and 
16) - Rona Nicholson; Evan MacRae Trophy for Bagpipe Solo (Piobaireachd - 1st Year) - Ruairidh Shaw; 
Lochaber Piping Society Trophy for Bagpipe Solo (Piobaireachd - 2nd Year) - Finlay Cameron; John 
MacCallum Memorial Trophy Bagpipe Solo (Piobaireachd - 4th Year) - Ally Weir; Lochaber Pipe Band 
Trophy for Bagpipe Solo (Open) - Rona Nicholson; Alec MacDonald Memorial Trophy for Bagpipe 
Quartet (18 and Under) - Lochaber Pipe Band Quartet; Premier Scots Traditional Instrumental Award 
- Hannah MacRae.

‘Outstanding’ performances 
(90+ marks) are shown with an 
asterisk*
Chanter: Age 10 and Under: 
1, Archie Clark*; 2, Ronnie 
MacKintosh; 3, Millie Jackson. 
Age 12 and Under: 1, Clare 
MacLellan; 2, Jordan Currie; 3, 
Sine MacRae.
Age 13 and Over: 1, Megan 
Stewart-MacDonald. 
Piping: Novice - March: 1, 
Martin MacKinnon; 2, Megan 
Campbell; 3, Ben Fulford. 
Intermediate - March: 1, 
Wallace Dempster; 2, Michelle 
MacKinnon. Age 15 and Under 
– March: 1, Rona Nicholson; 2, 
Ally Weir; 3, Ewen MacQueen. 
Age 15 and Under – Strathspey 
and Reel: 1, Rona Nicholson; 2, 
Ally Weir; 3, Ewen MacQueen. 
1st Year Piobaireachd: 1, 
Ruairidh Shaw. 2nd Year 
Piobaireachd: 1, Finlay 

Cameron*; 2, Rona Nicholson. 
Senior Piobaireachd: 1, Ally 
Weir; 2, Ewen MacQueen. 
Age 18 and Under – Jig: 1, 
Rona Nicholson; 2, Wallace 
Dempster; 3, Laura Paterson. 
Bagpipe Quartet - 18 Years 
and Under: 1, Lochaber Pipe 
Band Quartet; 2, Lochaber 
Schools’ Pipe Band Quartet; 
3, Cothroman Ceol Beul 
Aithriseath Quartet. 
Scots Violin Beginner: 1, 
Lewis MacRae; 2, Erin Lawrie. 
Elementary: 1, John Stewart-
Stevenson; 2, Mairi Bell; 3, 
Emily Clark. Intermediate: 
1, Carys Bilton; 2, Rachel 
Meldrum; 3, Anna Berardelli 
and Rosa Gibson. Advanced: 
1, Rhona MacKintosh*. Open: 
1, Hannah MacRae. Fiddle 
Group Under 18: 1, Sgoil Chuil 
Lochabair*; 2, Cothroman Ceol 
Beul Aithriseath. 

Accordion Beginners: 1, 
Fergus Berardelli; 2, Robert 
Stewart-MacDonald; 3, Ronnie 
Fulford. Elementary: 1, Mark 
Fullerton; 2, Freddie Fulford; 
3, Finlay Cameron.
Open: 1, Liam Stewart. 
Scots Piano Primary: 1, Finlay 
Cameron; 2, Dugald MacIntyre 
and Ben Gregg.
Secondary: 1, Liam Stewart.
Clarsach Elementary: 1, Sine 
Gibson; 2, Ayla Barr-Moir. 
Intermediate: 1, Syeda 

Tin Whistle Elementary: 1, 
Orla Soe-Paing; 2, Declan 
Aitchison; 3, Ellie MacLellan.
Premier Scots Traditional 
Instrumental Award: Winner 
- Hannah MacRae (Scots 
Violin). Runners up - Syeda 
Chowdhury (Clarsach), Rona 
Nicholson (Pipes) and Liam 
Stewart (Accordion).

RESULTS:

TWO MEN who were found guilty 
of shouting racial abuse at an English 
man have been placed on community 
payback orders.

Peter McCuish and Andrew 

Street, Oban, denied shouting remarks 
towards the man last October 28 but 
were found guilty following a trial.

Sheriff John Herald ordered Mc-
Cuish, 32, to carry out 150 hours 
of unpaid work and comply with a 
supervision requirement. MacKen-
zie, 31, must carry out 200 hours of 
unpaid work.

Two Oban men found 
guilty of racist abuse

A FUNDRAISING day for two south 
Lochaber churches is being held this 
Saturday, with a wheel of fortune, 
home baking and live music.

The fun gets underway in Ballachul-
ish Village Hall from 10am, and will 
also feature tombola, bric-a-brac, tea 
and coffee and a delicious crepe stall.

The money raised will go towards 
roof repairs and a new heating system 
for St Mun’s, Ballachulish and The 
Good Shepherd in Kinlochleven.

Church fundraisers in 
south Lochaber 

A CALL has gone out for volunteers to 
help tidy up the southern approaches 
of the A82 into Fort William ahead of 
the Easter holidays.

Leading the move is the Fort Wil-
liam Accommodation and Marketing 
Group (FWAMG), which has organ-
ised a litterpick next Tuesday at 10am. 
The spring clean along Achintore Road 
will start from the West End car park.
Member Drew MacSorland said: ‘If 
you have the time, please come along 
and give us a helping hand.’

The group exists to promote the area 
and its accommodation providers.

Clean up planned for 
A82 at Fort William 

CHILDREN and staff at Tobermory 
High School on the Isle of Mull are 
celebrating after winning a prize 
worth £1,000 for doing one of their 
favourite things – reading books.

The Siobhan Dowd Trust, set up 
by the award-winning author shortly 
before her death, encourages reading 
among young people and is running 

spread the joy of reading.
A special judging panel, chaired 

by Michael Rosen, decided which 
10 schools had the most vibrant and 
lively school libraries and the most 
imaginative ideas to encourage read-
ing for pleasure. The chosen schools 
received a prize of £1,000 worth of 
books.

Tobermory High School was chosen 
for the innovative ways in which the 
school nurtures a love of reading.    

Sue Penny, the school librarian, 
said: ‘We all enjoy the activities that 
make reading books a popular thing 
to do. 

‘Members of the whole school com-

Gingerbread Man, Goldilocks and 
If, which you can see on our school 
website. They were great fun to make, 
and  I hope other schools will be able 
to use our ideas.’

Head teacher Craig Biddick was 
pleased to win the award as it recog-
nised the excellent contribution that 
Sue makes to literacy in the school 
and demonstrates their commitment 
to encouraging and supporting read-
ing.

Siobhan Dowd wrote four novels 
for young people, between 2004 and 
2007, all of which have won awards. 
For her last novel Bog Child (2009), 

humously awarded the UK’s premier 
accolade for children’s writing -  the 
CILIP Carnegie Medal.

Lochyside RC Primary School pupils celebrated World Book Day last Thursday in colourful style by dressing up as 
characters from their favourite books. Activities included a book swap in the morning and a competition for the 

best costumes.  Winners Lexie Lopez (Pinocchio), Abbie MacKay (one of the 101 Dalmations) and Kaleigh Howden 
(Nerda from Brave), front, are pictured above with some of their schoolmates who also took part. 20_f11lochy01     

Children at Fort William RC Primary marked World Book Day in style with 
some weird and wonderful costumes on display. 10_f20fortrc01

Right - Tobermory High School on 
the Isle of Mull was chosen for an 

award for  the innovative ways 
in which the nurtures a love of 

reading. 

Tobermory wins award as schools celebrate World Book Day

Spean Bridge sisters Ailsa, aged 11, 
and Tanya MacDonald, aged 7, won 
the strings solo primary intermediate 
and strings solo primary elementary 
respectively - 20_f11music09
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NEWSDESK
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Argyll and Bute Council now offers free support to help local 
businesses supply goods and services to the public sector, 
through its membership of the Supplier Development Programme. 
This includes access to free workshops including: 

Is the Public Sector 
Right for You?
• Thurs 11th April, Argyll and Bute Council Chambers, Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 

10.00 to 12.30

• Fri 19th April, Queen’s Hall, Dunoon. 10.00 to 12.30

• Fri 26th April, Corran Halls, Oban. 10.00 to 12.30

This workshop is designed for companies and third sector organisations that have had little or no experience 
of tendering for public sector contracts and would like to become ‘tender ready’. It will help you decide if 
tendering is for you and if so how to go about it, give an overview of the tendering landscape and share some 
tips on successful tendering.

The workshop will provide a guide on procurement topics such as:

• Understanding the public sector market place

• Why certain processes are necessary

• Deciding if your business is ready for tendering

• Key procurement issues

• The assessment of tenders and the bidding process

• Improving your company’s chance of success

• The buyers perspective

After attending this workshop you will be able to decide if supplying the public sector is right for you, implement 
the first stages of entering this market, recognise the compliance issues that must be addressed, understand 
the basic requirements of the market and find and examine initial opportunities through appropriate channels.

To book a place at this workshop please register with the Supplier Development Programme at 
www.sdpscotland.co.uk. Registration is free and takes only a few minutes. You will then be able to book 
for this workshop or any of the other free workshops offered across Scotland.

An informal ‘Meet the Buyer’ networking event will follow each of the workshops above, 
12.30 – 14.00. Come along to meet members of the Council’s procurement team, ask 
questions and find out about opportunities to supply the Council. 

To find out more about the Supplier Development Programme visit www.sdpscotland.co.uk
or contact Argyll and Bute Council’s Business Gateway team on 01546 605459. 

Universal Home Insulation Scheme
Free loft, cavity and internal solid wall 

in selected parts of Oban, Helensburgh and 
Dunoon and surrounding areas

If you have already received a letter and you 
haven’t yet taken up the offer then please 
get in touch to receive your free energy 

You could save money on your energy bills 
and help protect the environment

Hurry! Ends soon – Act Now!
Contact us at enquiries@alienergy.org.uk 

or ring 01631 565183 (Mon-Frid 9am – 4pm) 
or 07919455933 any time

This scheme is funded by the Scottish Government 
and Energy With Ltd and is operated by ALIenergy 

for Argyll and Bute Council. Measures are free to the 
householder, up to a maximum value.

SENIOR REPORTER • QUALIFIED REPORTER • JUNIOR REPORTER

We offer a good, competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension + life assurance + 

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification 
      in journalism
> Shorthand

> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

TWO FORT William cousins 
are to take another crack 
at Australian football after 
narrowly missing out winning a 
league title last year.

Former Fort William FC stars 
Sean and Michael Ellis are 

Melbourne, but are hoping to be 
back down under before the new 
season starts in April. 

The pair jetted off to Oz 
in February 2012 to sign for 
amateur side Cobram Soccer 
Club in the North Eastern Soccer 
League.

They returned to Lochaber 

return to the south east coast of 
Australia for the 2013 season.

Michael told The Oban Times
he was looking forward to 
getting back.

He said: ‘Before we left 
Melbourne we were talking 
about going back to Australia 
again. 

‘The club are really good to 
us and it was really enjoyable 

how it goes.

league, which was actually a 
bit disappointing. We should 

LOCAL entertainer Paula MacAskill had a gig with 
a difference on Monday - presenting Shopmobility 

And country and western singer Paula was delighted 

the Shirlie project.

including the client booking sheet to register all 

Shopmobility co-ordinator Billy Ward told The Oban 
Times

an input into a local organisation. 

regard he is held in our committee by the fact that they 

‘When Billy approached us to ask for help with 
sponsoring this award, we had no hesitation in saying 

wheelchairs, powerchairs and scooters for those with 
mobility problems.

A LOCHABER woman escaped 
with her life on Monday 
afternoon after her car plunged 
into the same loch in which two 
teenagers drowned in a similar 
incident 30 months ago. 

The 28-year-old managed 
to swim ashore after escaping 

as her car sank in Loch Eilt. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

‘Compared to the Highland 

The standard of the pitches and 

He added: ‘The football is the 

Both 23-year-olds featured 

game as they missed out on the 
title by just four points. 

scorer with 13 goals in just 18 

games, while Michael hit the 
net six times. Another former 

years ago and helped set up the 

Cobram and scored nine times.

attached to Highland League 
side Clachnacuddin since 
their return to Scotland, with 

by injury.

Park to play Fort William last 
Tuesday, with Michael on the 
substitutes bench.She was assisted by passers-by 

before being taken to the Belford 
Hospital for treatment for minor 
injuries.   

of Fort William Police said 
the local woman had been 

The accident happened three 

miles east of Lochailort around 
2.45pm, under half a mile from 

when their car skidded off the 
road and went into the loch in 
September 2010.   

Sergeant Campbell told The 
Oban Times

Conditions were good and the 
weather was dry and bright and 

the road.

anything except one minute it 
was dry and bright and the next 

Continued on page 3.

Woman’s lucky escape as car plunges into loch

Paula presents John with his award. 20_f11paula01

Cousins take 
another crack 
at football 
down under

Mallaig on Sunday night – but 

for locals.

The quake was picked up on 
at 9.20pm and measured 1.8 

kilometres. But people in the 
The Oban 

Times 

Jackpot rolls over

Fort William FC lotto draw.

Australia bound: footballing cousins Sean, left, and Michael Ellis. 
20_f11ellis01 



GLASGOW LETTER

GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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This  week’s flashback photograph features the victorious Tartan Wanderers football team which won the MacGillivray Cup at Oban in 
1962. Left to right, back row: Sandy Cameron, Murdo MacLeod, Brian Silkowski, Dale Robertson, Angus Beaton and Donald MacLean. 
Front row: Kenny Campbell, ‘Chic’ Douglas, Alistair Munro, Kenny Stewart and Nigel Evans.  Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address 

and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

MacGillivray Cup winners at Oban, 1962

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Civilian workers    
in police offices
I was pleased to hear the new 
chief constable for the Scottish 
Police Service will very shortly 
dispense with the majority of 
civilian workers in various 

It is infuriating when one 
has occasion to phone a police 

worker who has no experience or 
proper training in police matters 
or no knowledge of the law of 
Scotland. I recently encountered 
this when on phoning I was 
questioned by a civilian worker 
who did not have a clue as to 
how to solve my particular 
problem and had to tell me to 

would be available to deal with 
my complaint.

The new chief constable 
obviously recognises this 
problem does exist and in his 
wisdom has decided to dispense 
with the majority of these staff 
who are without doubt costing a 
fortune out of the police budget.

All success to him when he 
takes up his post in April of 
this year in solving some of the 
general public’s grievances.
Hamish McDermott, Corpach.

Mull BID
Sir,
The proposed BID for Mull and 
Iona is a unique opportunity 
for businesses here to create 
a destination marketing 
organisation for an economy 
heavily dependent on visitors. 

Our visitors see the islands 
as one destination and it is by 
listening to our visitors, and 
answering their needs, that we 
will see our businesses grow. 

I became involved with the 
Mull and Iona BID around 15 
months ago. I joined a steering 
group and later agreed to chair 
that group. 

I run a small business, I’m 
not an administrator, not a 
politician.

I saw an idea that I liked, was 
supported by a lot of other people 
and I got behind it. The steering 
group oversaw a very wide 
consultation exercise, developed 
a plan and took it, in draft form, 
to more than 400 businesses last 
September. Feedback on the 
draft was received from more 
than 200. At that point, 158 
businesses stated they would 
vote in support of the plan and 
fewer than 30 said they would 
vote against. 

In addition, the plan 
obtained full support from the 
community council, community 
trust, chamber of commerce, 
Holiday Mull, Argyll and the 
Isles Tourism and Argyll and 
Bute Council. Clear support 
from all directions. We made 

it to a ballot. 
The arrival of the ballot papers 

a few weeks ago has disturbed a 
sleeping tiger. 

Many people are suddenly up 
in arms against it. 

This includes some people who 
I have a great deal of respect for, 
some who will not be affected 
by the BID and some whose 
behaviour has been regrettable 
and which the majority of ‘no’ 

We have all been taken aback 
by the strength of feeling, 
but much of this stems from 
misunderstandings of what the 
BID actually proposes. 

The BID concerns businesses 
with rateable value. So we have 
been consulting widely within 
this group, and only indirectly 
with the wider community. Into 

this vacuum, in the past couple of 
weeks has come misinformation 
and a lot of bad feeling. 

Reading some of what has 
been written, you’d think Donald 
Trump was about to build a golf 
course through Glen More. 

In fact, the BID proposals 
are about modest, small scale, 
physical improvements and 
about sustaining marketing 
activities like PR and events, 
a lot of which have happened 
before, but always lost their way 
due to a reliance on volunteers. 

For a few pounds a week on 
top of our rates, we can set up 
a properly funded organisation, 
representing businesses, which 
will give our destination a 
strategic advantage in an 
increasingly sophisticated and 
competitive marketplace. 

I know the steering group 
has worked hard, honestly and 
openly to achieve fairness in 
the plan. I am sure that if the 
ballot is successful, the BID 
company will work to continue 
this approach. 
Neil Hutton, Dervaig  Mull.

Unease over Mull 
and Iona BID
Sir,
I feel very uneasy about who 
is going to run the proposed 
Mull and Iona BID at a cost 
of £125,000 raised from local 

years.
In The Oban Times it was 

stated that the majority of Oban 
BID businesses were supporting 
the payment of their levy. On 
reading, there are 487 businesses 
required to pay the tax. 

At present 385 have either paid 
in full or are entitled to relief. 

paid in full? 53 businesses are 
paying by direct debit. 

Court proceedings have been 
initiated against 49 people. I 
would say this was hardly a rush 
to pay the tax. 

These proceedings do not make 
for a harmonious community. 
Do you think things will be 
any different on Mull and Iona 
if the BID here is successful? I 
think not. I suppose there was 
good intentions for businesses 
working together by going down 
a BID route. 

Sadly I think it is having the 
opposite effect. 

For the avoidance of doubt, we 
have voted ‘no’ for the BID in its 
current form.
Norrie MacDonald, Tober-
mory, Isle of Mull. 

MP calls for end to 
Council Tax freeze
Sir,
Regards last week’s letters 
from the SNP, I did put forward 
a solution - the opposition 
councillors’ budget.

The SNP can’t blame 
Westminster for the Council’s 
problems. The UK coalition 
Government gives the Scottish 
Government £1,600 extra 
for each person in Scotland 
compared to what is spent in 
England. 

The reason for the council’s 

of Council Tax freeze. The 

that their cuts will see elderly 
people living in deteriorating 
conditions. 

That’s too big a price to pay for 
a Council Tax freeze. 

I don’t want to live in a country 
where elderly people live in 
deteriorating conditions. 

I appeal to the SNP – stop 
these cuts.
Alan Reid MP, Dunoon.

Oban’s former 
bowling alley
Sir,
It is good news for Oban that the 
closed bowling alley is coming 
onto the market .

This presents an opportunity 
for Oban to seize the initiative, 
purchase the building and 
develop it into a facility which 
supports the local economy.

Who should lead the purchase 
of this facility? Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The general principle 
which should underscore the 
purchase is that it attracts 
inward investment, supports 
existing businesses, helps 
develop children both locally or 
nationally and promotes Oban 
as a leading tourist and outdoor 
destination.

Which planet am I writing 
from - this planet which has seen 
the successful development of 
Atlantis Leisure, Argyll College, 
Dunstaffnage marine science 
park and auction mart.

These along with many other 
projects highlight what can 
be achieved when inspired 
individuals and local agencies 
come together and source funding 
which is thereafter directed into 
providing extraordinary good 
facilities which contribute to the 
development of the economy and 
advance education.

I urge the many involved, 
together with those who are 
creative enough, to consider 
purchasing this building for 
an outdoor centre for use by 
national bodies such as Scouts, 
Guides, Sea Cadets, university 
clubs, private schools, state 
schools and any other groups.

Such a facility in Oban would 
attract groups of all ages who 
have disposable income whose 
trade local shops and restaurants 
would greatly appreciate.

Any facility could be operated 
round the clock and most 
importantly allow Oban groups 
access.

Lastly to suggest that a perfectly 
good facility is demolished and 
turned into a multi-storey car 
park is similar to crime in multi 
storey car parks - it’s just wrong 
on so many levels!
Colin Johnston, Oban.

Oban Bay - public 
funding?
From The Oban Times we being 
asked to believe a revamped 
transit marina proposal ‘will 
enhance the viability of the town 
centre’. 

As a rule, men are not great 
shoppers, even more so if they 
are arriving by boat, great eaters 
and drinker’s maybe, shoppers 
no.

In 2009 I made the following 

failed funding request:
I believe this transit marina 

idea was too little, too late, in 
the wrong place and would only 
have served as a boat park for 
one or two restaurants and bars 
close by and did not deserve the 
support of CHORD funding to 
the tune of £900,000.

Now and for the foreseeable 
future there are going to be 
serious funding issues for the 
council, local businesses and 
organisations, house sales in the 
town are at an all time low, the 
construction industry in Oban is 
on its knees and getting worse. 
There are shops lying empty on 
the main street and the bowling 
alley is still empty. A small and 
frankly unimaginative project 
as proposed would not have 
stimulated the local economy 

SAOILIDH MI nach eil dad cho tàmailteach ann an seadh 
eaconamach ri bhith a’ faicinn innleachd a chaidh a dhealbh gu 
h-ealanta anns an dùthaich seo ga chall ri linn gainnead taice is 
airgid. 

Tha e air tachairt tric ann am Breatann airson caochladh 
adhbharan, ach aig ceann cùise bha e ciallachadh nach robh 
airgead gu leòr ann gus an obair a thoirt air adhart far an deach 
a tòiseachadh. 

Nuair a bheachdaicheas tu air a’ mhisneachadh is an taic  a 
tha obair- rannsachaidh a’ faotainn bho bhuidhnean-leasachaidh 
poblach, tha e doirbh a thuigsinn carson, an uair a thig adhartas 
le innleachd air choreigin, nach eil taic a’ leantainn.   Agus gu 
sònraichte ann an suidheachadh far am bheil an innleachd sin a’ 
cur ri fear de phrìomh amasan eaconamach an Riaghaltais agus 
dhùthchannan leasaichte an t-saoghail!

Bheil cumhachd ath-nuadhachail gu bhith cudromach dha 
eaconamaidh na dùthcha seo gus nach eil? Mura bheil, carson 
a tha an Riaghaltas a’ cosg fortan a’ cur air adhart poileasaidh 
airson a leithid?  

Agus carson a tha sinne uile a’ pàigheadh fortan tro na 
cunntasan cumhachd againn airson taic a chumail ri leasachadh 
cumhachd uaine? 

Tha barrachd is barrachd mothachadh feadh an t-saoghail air 
cho deatamach ‘s a tha e gun tèid smachd a ghabhail air truail-
leadh na h-àrainneachd agus tha cumhachd ath-nuadhachail 
aithnichte mar phàirt chudromach den iomairt leasachaidh. Gun 
teagamh, tha sin a’ ciallachadh gum bheil dòchas air airgead 
mòr a chosnadh à innleachdan a bhios soirbheachail ann an 
cruthachadh cumhachd uaine, leithid cumhachd nan tonn. 

Nach leamh ma-thà gun tèid na chaidh a dhealbh air Ghàid-
healtachd na h-Alba leis a’ chompanaidh Wavegen a-nise a 
tharraing a-mach dhan Ghearmailt far am bheil a’ bhuidheann a 
cheannaich Wavegen stèidhichte agus gum bheil coltas gun tèid 
an teicneòlas a chur an sàs agus a thoirt air adhart ann an Corìa. 
Chan e a-mhàin gum bheil cosnaidhean luachmhor gan call air 
Ghàidhealtachd an-drasta fhèin, ach tha cuideachd an dòchas 
air obraichean an lùib innealan a thogail a’ dol à sealladh.  

Leis an t-seòrsa cumhachd seo na amas an seo agus am 
feum a th’ againn air  cosnadh, nach iongantach nach tèid aig 
Riaghaltas air na feumalachdan sin a phòsadh nas fheàrr ri 
chèile gus a’ bhuannachd as motha a bhuinnig asta! Tha mi 
duilich tilleadh chun an aon duan a-rithist, ach tha an dàrna rud 
a’ magadh air an rud eile!

THE LOSS of valuable jobs at Wavegen is sad, and the loss of 
the entire operation from the Highlands is tragic!  

A year ago Ed Davey, the Secretary of State for Energy and 
Climate Change, visited this world leader in wave energy and 
power.  Wavegen claims to be delivering the wave energy 
technology to harness ocean power as part of the solution to 
energy problems.  

Ed Davey saw state-of-the-art research and development 
facilities in Inverness, and a year later all that is to be lost to 
Scotland.

An economic blow and an example of deconstructed policies.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Choir celebrations
AT A time when loyalty 
seems to be a characteristic of 
the past, members and friends 
of the Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association were delighted to 
come together last weekend 
to celebrate the 30 years since 
Kenneth Thomson took over 
as conductor.  

The Cottier Theatre was 

for the annual concert of the 
choir and as well as choral 
items from the full choir and 
the ladies’ choir, the soloists 
were Kirsteen MacDonald,  
Ruaridh MacIntyre,  Eilidh 
Davies, Joannie Morrison,  
Amanda Millen, Gordon 
McKeeve and Kenneth 
himself.  

With a change of venue this 
year, the format  of the seating 
was reverted to the traditional 
rather than the more relaxed 
cabaret  layout and with Jo 
MacDonald in charge of 
proceedings the audience was 
treated to a wide range of 
Gaelic songs.  

The following evening 
another large gathering of 
friends and members enjoyed 
an excellent dinner and ceilidh 
in the Pond Hotel to honour 
Kenneth’s 30 years. 

Anne MacDonald, a long 
serving member of the choir, 
proposed a toast to Kenneth  
and the ceilidh which 
followed was sustained by 
James Graham, Joy Dunlop, 
Donald Murray and Duncan 
MacDonald and with Kenneth 
also singing it was an array 
of Mod Gold Medallists and 

celebration weekend.

Clydebank   
ceilidh
BEING a Gold Medallist 
was the theme of the March 
monthly ceilidh of the 
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association held 
in Napier Hall.  

Kirsteen Grant, her husband 
Iain MacLean and Duncan 
MacDonald all winners of the 
coveted singing medal were 
on the programme and treated  
the audience to  a variety 
of solo songs, duets and 
humorous recitations.  

They were ably assisted by 
young Ruairidh MacDairmid, 
only 12 years of age, who is 
also the proud possessor of a 
Gold Medal which he won for 
accordion playing for his age 
group at the Royal National 
Mod 2012 in Dunoon.  

A pupil of Sgoil Ghaidhlig 
Glaschu, he displayed 
extraordinary skill, playing 
a  varied selection of tunes 
and then, to the delight of the 
audience, he also sang.  

All those accordion players 
from Tiree are not going to 
have it all their own way from 
now on I would suggest!  

in any meaningful way. Like 
many towns and businesses 
across the country Oban simply 
cannot afford to get it wrong. 
Developing the waterfront is 
regarded by most people in the 
town as a very sensitive issue but 
at the same time one they would 
like to see explored and realised 
as something which could 
enhance their day to day lives 
and economically stimulate and 

I cannot overstress the need 
to get this right. We have waited 
decades for a marina, on its own 

believe the correct way forward 
is a plan for economic growth 

a waterfront development and 
marina at the heart of it.

Since 2009 things have only 
got worse. Where is the credible 
plan for economic growth?
Ian Dougall, Oban.

Understanding
budget options
Sir,
I refer to your letters page and 
the production headed Council 
cuts from Councillor Fred Hall.

The detail requires me to write 
in response to the incorrect and 
misleading information in his 
communication regarding the 
two budgets discussed at the 
recent council meeting.

It is important to highlight 
that the budget approach by the 
SNP council-led administration 
was for a seven-year period 
with much of the detail based 
on assumptions. Within this 

developed for this Council 
Administration that created 
a budget gap at the end of the 
seven-year period of  £40m. 

To assist with the purpose of 
this budget exercise, an annual 
saving target of £5.8m was set 
and agreed. This required the 

the value of that amount with 
cuts in services to the most 
vulnerable and needy to the 
value of £1.5m, community and 
culture £344k, in education  
£1.2m and in our roads and 
amenity services of £455k.

It is important to point out that 
many services in Oban will be 
impacted to their detriment not 
least with Atlantis Leisure, social 
care, roads, care homes, home 
care grounds maintenance and 
toilets. That will be for this year 
but what about the £5.8m cuts for 
the succeeding six years?

At the council’s budget meeting 
we put forward an alternative 
budget despite the wails from the 
administration that there was no 
alternative. What we attempted 
to do was move from a position 
of hopelessness to a position of 
hope.

Despite pleas to give way to 
party political allegiances and 
to represent the real interests of 
our communities by preserving 
services and jobs, we now have a 
budget that has been agreed and 
a process that offers little hope 
or indeed prosperity for us for 
the next seven years.

For now, however, Councillor 
Hall maintains that it wasn’t him 
or his party that are responsible 
and in Government both 
nationally and locally but others 
and now expects you to believe 
that there is no alternative to 
seven years of excessive cuts 
and grief. 

Perhaps, however, with the 
media on your side it is possible 
to fool all of the people, all of the 
time.
Councillor Dick Walsh, 
Dunoon.

Despite the cold and 
inclement weather this ceilidh, 
which I had the pleasure of 
chairing, was well supported.  

The previous Saturday in the 
same venue, the association 
held a successful buffet 
supper dance, a change from 
the dinner dance of previous 
years, with music provided by 
Iain Joseph MacDonald and 
Nicky McMichan.  

The next function will be the 
ceilidh for Erskine Hospital 
on Friday April 12 for which 
I will provide details at a later 
date.

Stirling          
ceilidh
THIS month’s ceilidh in 
Stirling will take place in 
the Lesser Albert Hall this 
coming Saturday, March 16, 
at 7.30pm and will feature the 
Gaelic folk group Gleusda, 
Cameron MacKichan, Fiona 
MacIntosh and the Cluaran 
Highland Dancers 

Diary dates
Thursday March 14:  Donnie 
Munro,  Eastwood Park 
Theatre, 7pm.
Friday March 15:  Donnie 
Munro, Tolbooth, Stirling. 
8pm.  Comunn an Taobh-an-
Iar, Buffet Supper Dance, 
Ellangowan Social Club, 
7.30pm.
Saturday March 16:  
Highlander’s Club, Partick 
Burgh Halls, 8pm - Donnie 
and Diane Band. An Comunn 
Stirling Ceilidh - see above.  
Gaelic Coffee Morning, The 
Den, Bearsden, G61 3RB,  
11am to 1pm.
Tuesday March 19:  Live at 
the Star, The Admiral, 72A 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Ewan 
MacLennan.
Thursday March 21:  
Concert with Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir, Eastwood Parish 
Church, 7.30pm.
Friday March 22:  Glasgow 
Skye Association Youth 
Concert, Sgoil Ghaidlig 
Glaschu, 7pm.  Deoch ’n 
Dorus, Ceilidh Dance - see 
above.
Saturday March 23:
Leabhar’s Craic,  CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street - full 
details next week. Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
Ceilidh, Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street, Partick, 
7.45pm.  Traditional Music 
Forum Conference, Royal 
Conservatoire for Scotland, 
11am to 6pm.

Pub scene
IN THE Park Bar this 
weekend it will be Eriskay Lilt 
on Friday, Deoch’n Dorus on 
Saturday and Scott Harvey 
on Sunday with Crooked Reel 
in the Islay Inn on Friday and 
Ragaels there on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

GENERAL                       
KNOWLEDGE
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Across
7 Completely devoid of air (6)
8 Take back (6)
9 Chew (4)
10 On which to place your plate (8)
11 None of the two (7)
13 Adhesive branch? (5)
15 Lump of chewed matter (5)
17 Press out (7)
20 Medical administration (8)
21 Skyfall (4)
23 Cheat (6)
24 Red dog (6)

Down
1 Cardinal (4)
2 Fox (6)
3 Lavish too much affection on (7)
4 Large amount of family (5)
5 Take as given (6)
6 Silent opinion (8)
12 Abstruse (8)
14 Cost (7)
16 Land on Lake Victoria (6)
18 Infrequent (6)
19 Industrious places (5)
22 Any thing (4)
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facebook

IT HAS been brought to the attention of The Oban Times that 
some readers may have been offended by a photograph used in 
last week’s edition to illustrate an injury sustained by a young 
Oban man.

While the image was used to highlight the severity of the injury, 
The Oban Times accepts some readers may have been disturbed 
by its graphic detail and for this we apologise.

Apology for use of graphic image

WITH the current muirburning season in full swing, there has 

breadth of the west coast of Scotland.
An unseasonally dry start to the year has left our countryside 

tinder-dry - ideal conditions for muirburning, however, the risks 
involved should not be overlooked in favour of grasping an op-
portunity.

Fire has been part of upland environments for many thousands 
of years and it is probably also one of the most useful, and oldest, 
land management tools known to man. However, it is a powerful 
tool, which needs to be used with skill and understanding if it is 
not to do more harm than good.

The law provides clear statutory restrictions that must be fol-
lowed but there is also basic factors that need to be understood if 

dangerous position outwith their contriol.
In some circumstances, burning may be unsafe, damaging, or 

a waste of time and resources. There is a well documented code 
which will greatly reduce risks to those carrying out the burning 
and to the general public and will decrease the risk of damage 
to agricultural, forestry, game, wildlife diversity (biodiversity), 
landscape and archaeological assets. However, training in un-

for those who consider themselves to be experienced. 
With a huge reduction in communities living and working on 

the land comes a loss of understanding and an unwillingness to 
accept that sometimes ‘the old ways’ were there for a reason.

Loss of a countryside skill?
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ROAD group the A82 

years of lobbying for upgrades 
to lifeline route with the launch 
of a new website.

The site at www.a82.org will be 
regularly updated to inform the 
community of the partnership’s 
work and updates on major 
projects on the A82. 

Recent campaign successes 
include realignment of the 

road at Pulpit Rock and the 
Crianlarich Bypass, with both 
projects starting this year.

The partnership also won 
support from the wider West 
Highlands community, including 

councils, for phase two of its 

undertaken on the notorious 
10-mile stretch.

And transport minister Keith 
Brown has committed £2 million 
for a two-year design study with 
the contract for the work due 
to be awarded in the next 12 
weeks.

A82 Partnership chairman, 
Councillor Brian Murphy, noted 
successes but warned much 
more remains to be done. 

He said: ‘We need to keep up 
the pressure on the politicians 
and we need the continued 
backing of the people of the 
West Highlands to enable us to 
do that.  

Support

facility on the website for 
organisations, businesses and 

for the campaign and we would 

urge all our supporters to sign up 
on the website.’

While making Tarbet to 

the partnership is pledging to 

entire A82 and to highlight the 

impacts of countless closures 
and restrictions.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
deputy leader of Argyll and 

Bute Council and a member of 
the A82 Partnership steering 
group, said the website would be 

He added: ‘The Tarbet to 

the economies of the west coast 
of Argyll and the Highlands.’

Councillor John Semple, chair 
of HITRANS, the statutory 
regional transport body for the 
Highlands and Islands said the 

A82 Partnership has done ‘a 
great job’ of uniting a wide range 
of people and organisations 
behind its efforts.

He said: ‘The new A82 
Partnership website will help 
the campaign to engage with the 
wider community and get across 
our message of the importance of 

growth throughout the North.’

A82 Partnership launches website to follow major road’s progress

CHARITY workers brightened up the 
day for ladies on Fort William High 

mark International Women’s Day (IWD) 
on Friday.

Volunteers from Lochaber Women’s Aid 

with the number chosen to show support 

the past year.
Flowers are seen as the symbol for 

International Women’s Day, a holiday 
which is widely celebrated across Europe 

and Asia and has seen growing popularity 
in the UK in recent years.

LWA administrator Anita Maclean said 
they wanted to raise awareness of the 
day. 

abuse and are being supported to reclaim 

migrant women in Lochaber, it is 
increasingly important to recognise IWD 
and celebrate it, in addition to Mother’s 
Day.’

Gillian Wink, left, and Helen Wink were delighted to receive their free flowers from Julie Wileman. 20_f11women01

HILLWALKERS watched in 
horror as their friend slid down 

his death in Glencoe on Friday.
The 39 year-old tried to use 

his ice axe to stop his fall but 

Coire nam Beith.
The man was with four com-

panions near the summit when 
he slipped on the glass-like 
surface around 3pm and hurtled 
past the lead walker down the 
increasingly steep ice slope.

He disappeared into mist and 
fell around 200 metres onto 
rocks at the top of a winter climb 
known as Arch Gully.  

foot Bidean nam Biam where 
four people were killed in an 

Glencoe Mountain Rescue 

had spilt into groups to climb the 
mountain, was killed instantly.

He told The Oban Times:
‘They were descending in mist 
on a slope. One was in front 
and looked round to see his 
mate sliding past trying to stop 
himself with his ice axe -but he 
failed and disappeared into the 
mist.

‘Conditions were pretty un-

solid like concrete. If you slip 

stop yourself. It would be like 

to stop until you hit something 
hard lower down. 

‘None of the group was in a po-
sition to get to the body. All they 
knew was that he disappeared. 
I said to them ‘you are going to 

Glencoe
horror 
as friend 
falls to 
his death

If you slip you have 
about two seconds 
to stop yourself.

Glencoe MRT found the man 
caught behind a rock around 
6.30pm but opted not to attempt 

the exposed location and buffet-
ing winds. 

Team members climbed down 
on Saturday and lowered the 
body on a stretcher 1,200 feet to 

rescue helicopter from Prestwick 
picked him up around 3pm.

we had to walk past where the 

only a few hundred yards.

position to get him out of there. 
Normally people would fall right 
to the bottom.

-
copter because weather condi-

blowing you off your feet. 
‘So we took the decision 

dangerous’ but said the party 

experienced hillwalkers’. 
Oban student Christopher 

Bell, 24, junior doctor Rachel 
-

jumdar, 29 and her boyfriend 
Tom Chesters, 28, all died in the 

another boost with news that one of China’s 
biggest textile companies has taken a stake in 
Carloway Mill on Lewis.

Technological Group Ltd will open up new sales 
opportunities in China and across the globe.

countries while China is the world’s second 
biggest economy.

Carloway Mill spokesman Bruce Armitage 

mill, the Harris Tweed industry and Western 
Isles economy.

years, this new association with a global textile 

allow the Carloway Mill access to a potentially 

Proud
Bahman Mostaghimi, managing director of 

Shandong Ruyi UK said: ‘Harris Tweed has 
been a key player in the history of fashion and 
indeed you cannot separate Scotland from Harris 
Tweed or Harris Tweed from Scotland. We are 

introduce it to China.’
Political reaction was swift. Western Isles 

Council leader Angus Campbell, who is also 
chairman of the Harris Tweed Industry Forum, 

between the Carloway Mill and Shandong Ruyi 

work with the company to support its future 
expansion.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar parliamentarians, Angus 
Brendan MacNeil MP and Alasdair Allan MSP 
welcomed the news.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘I know the owners of 

island.
‘This is a potentially fabulous reward for their 

Tweed, our islands and indeed Scotland, to make 
a mark in the huge Chinese market.

Mr Allan said: ‘The Chinese market represents 
a huge potential for Harris Tweed and it’s great 

this area.’

manager in the country is 
celebrating reaching a major 
milestone in her career with 

Ardnamurchan.
Rosie Curtis was presented 

Alan Sutherland for clocking up 

company, Scotland’s largest.
Rosie joined the business in 

the salmon farm at Loch Sunart 

She told The Oban Times:
‘Fish farms are wonderful places 
to work. But it is out in the open 

‘So historically working on 
the farms has rather been the 
premise of men.

‘I am certainly the only female 

managers in all of Scotland.’
Manager

Besides the day job, mother 
of three Rosie is chairwoman 
of West Ardnamurchan 
Community Council, crew 
manager of the Kilchoan 

Kilchoan Coastguard. 
She is also Crofting 

Commission area assessor for 
Ardnamurchan and Sunart as 
well as being a crofter herself, 

committees. 

from her own farm often on the 
menu.

Alan Sutherland, Marine 

director said: ‘Congratulations 

at Loch Sunart.

of her community. 

company, and we look forward 
to many more years of her hard 
work.’

TOMORROW’S Red Nose Day 

from Caol.
Katie Standen staged a charity 

cycle, cup cake and coffee day 

cash for needy kids in Africa 

Ages of those taking part 
ranged from from Zander 
MacDonald and his sister Daisy 

Katie’s great-granny Helen 

Katie’s gran Alyson Stewart, 
who heads out to Sri Lanka in 
September for the latest of her 
Women for Women charity 
cycle rides in September, was 
delighted with her grand-

Lochyside paramedic Alyson, 

Red Nose fundraiser: Katie Standen, right, in white, with some of 
her local charity team before their cycle round the Blar Mhor.

The Oban Times: ‘Katie’s 

so she has done so well. 

it looks like she will be joining 
me when she is old enough on 
the charity cycles!

‘We had a great day and 19 
people cycled with her round 
the Blar Mhor and back to my 
house for coffee and red nose 
cup cakes.

people came to the house and a 
great laugh and good food was 
had by all. 

She added: ‘Can Katie take 
this chance to thank all those 
friends of mine who purchased 
red noses and sent them to her 
to re-sell and all those who 

raising attempt.’

Caol girl gets Red Nose 

Rosie Curtis: blazing a trail 
as the only female fish farm 

manager in Scotland.

Fish farm 
manager

a trail

Boost as Chinese textile giant 
takes stake in Harris Tweed

Continued from page one:

continuing.’
Morar man John Gibb 

campaigned alongside Kirsty’s 
parents Jan and John Bryden 

following the teenagers’ deaths.
When informed of Monday’s 

crash by The Oban Times, Mr 

‘It brings up some horrendous 

really reiterates the seriousness 
of the situation and that this road 

He added: ‘At the time 
immediately after the accident 
with the kids we were asking 
for crash barriers where the 
fatalities happened,at Craiglea 
[Mr Bryden’s home] and for 
anti-slip surfacing.

‘To be fair Transport Scotland 
responded, but when you are 
still getting people crashing and 
ending up in the loch clearly 
more needs to be done.’

Association 
awarded pier 
study cash
SOUTH Sleat Community 
Moorings Association has 

for All Scotland for a feasibility 

Pier in Armadale Bay.

said upgrading the pier ‘would 
be a boost to the community’.

THE BEST ski and snowboard 
freeriders from the UK and 
Europe will be descending 
on Glencoe this weekend to 
compete in the Coe Cup.

men and six women is coming 

Meldrum said.
He told The Oban Times: ‘We 

conditions on the mountain and 
more snow is forecast this week. 

‘As a Freeride World Tour 

cannot wait to showcase to the 
European competitors what a 
stunning location Glencoe and 

Skiers and snowboarders are 
judged on style, speed and 
cliff drops as they descend 

Saturday and Sunday is free to 
watch. 

Lucky escape

Ski and snowboard 
freeriders descend 
on Glencoe

Kylerhea: locals stake claim
Continued from front page.

-
person told The Oban Times:
‘We are working closely with the 
Glenelg and Arnisdale Trust and 

proposed at Kyle Rhea.
‘This includes funding for a 

study looking at ways in which 

place and the best options for the 
Trust.’

set up a £103million renew-

-
nity ownership of green power 
schemes.

-

ronmental impact assessment 
on Kylerhea and submitted a 
marine licence application to 
Marine Scotland. 

Sea Generation (Kyle Rhea) 
Ltd, the company set up by MCT 

public exhibitions on its plans 
next Tuesday at The Broadford 
Hotel, Broadford, and at Glenelg 
Community Village Hall next 
Wednesday, both from 3.30pm-
8pm. 

The public consultation runs 

-

megawatt Skerries Tidal Stream 
Array off the Anglesey coast. 

power 10,000 homes.

and are the subjects of reports to the 

Local people outraged at the 
destruction caused during the January 

track down the culprits. Inspector 
Donald Campbell said: ‘Fort Willliam 
police would like to thank members 
of the local community in Spean 
Bridge whose assistance has led to the 

on doors, windows, and a bike shelter 
at Spean Bridge Primary School, 

planted by the local tourist association 
and the upturning and emptying of a 
number of roadside grit bins, causing 

members of the tourism association 
and the local council.’

MORVERN residents are choosing 
which local body should dole out po-

money from future hydro schemes.
A postal ballot with a deadline of 

-

(MCT).
Highland Council wards manager 

Dot Ferguson said: ‘This is an oppor-
tunity for the community to decide 

where these monies should be held 
until such time decisions are made in 
respect of using them.’

an SSE scheme at Kingairloch, while 
MCT gets money from Glensanda 
Quarry. Ardtornish Estate has agreed 
to meet Highland Council’s recom-

per installed megawatt in full for its 
two hydro schemes commissioned so 
far.

Residents hold ballot on hydro scheme cash
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THE FINALISTS for our 
Photo of the Year have 
been decided after a 
deluge of votes from 
readers – and it looks like 
it will be close. 
Scores of stunning photographs from 
amateur snappers from across the country 
sent us their images showing us why west 
is best, and there’s certainly diversity 
among the entries.

But there was no doubt as to what our 
readers liked, and the race for the People’s 
Choice prize is likely to go to the wire.

You can now vote for your favourite to win 
the top prize from the entries below. With 
voting so tight, resting on your laurels isn’t 
an option.

You can vote for your favourite entry by 
sending us a text to 88010 using the key 
word POY followed by the code beneath 
your picture of choice. For example, if the 
number below your photograph is 123, 
your message would read POY 123.

You can also vote by completing the voting 
form on page 13. Photocopies will not be 
accepted. 

Lucy Thornhill, Oban: Sunset from Pulpit Hill, 
Oban. T52lucythornhill1no 023

Elspeth Gordon, via email: Ben Nevis looking over 
the Caledonian Canal in January snow. 
T02elspethgordon1no 040

Linda Anderson Kerr, Oban: A spring walk through Puck’s Glen.
T52lindaAnderson-kerr1no 022

Adam Brown, Oban: A view of Bonnie Oban Bay taken from the Isle 
of Kerrera at the end of Summer 2012. T52adambrown1no 017

June Macintyre, Campbeltown: Time off for Bob and Jim at 
Glenehervie Shore. T03junemacintre1no 051

Hazel Moran, Appin: Pine Martin in the wild Argyll, summer 2012. 
t49hmoranpine1no 006

Fay Rowantree. Acharacle: Whilst running my tour business, we 
came across this exceptional Ardnamurchan stag just coming out 
of velvet.  T01fayrowantree1no 028

Wayne Lee: Highland Coo, late October, near Kilmartin. 
T05waynelee2no 062

the grand final - A photo finish

Terms and conditions: 

SPECTATORS at this month’s Oban 
Accordion and Fiddle Club concert 
got a chance to see the players of the 
future, as well as an established guest 
artiste, Roy Hendrie from Troon.

The meeting, held last Thursday 
in the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
was chaired by Michael Garvin who 
welcomed everyone and started the 
evening with Ruairidh Morrison, 
Kilmore, on accordion. 

Next on stage were three of 
Michael’s Oban-based pupils playing 
solo: Caitlin Curran, Fiona MacLean, 
both piano accordions, and Calum 
Garvin on keyboards. 

All three were given great applause 
by the audience. 

Michael congratulated all the 
youngsters on their performances, 

youngster ended in tears after he fell 
off the stage.

Other supporting players on accor-
dion were Robert Brown, Oban, Alec 
MacKinnon, Carradale, and Alex 
Ross, Edinburgh.

Michael, on accordion, accompa-
nied his pupils Robert and Alex and 

Guest artiste Roy Hendrie, a past 
British accordion champion in clas-
sical music, uses a wireless midi 
system that delighted the audience 
who appreciated this unique sound 
and variety of tunes. 

Next month’s guest artiste is the 
Graeme Mitchell Trio. Accordion player and Oban club chairman Michael Garvin supported his 

young pupil Caitlin Curran on stage. 15_t11accor01

Musicians of the future take the stage at 
Oban Fiddle and Accordion Club night

JURA-based music studio Sound 

Kris Drever with Éamonn Coyne and 
Karl Culley bring their distinctive 
sounds to the island.

Kris Drever is widely known as the 
guitarist and singer in LAU, which 

Kris Drever, left, and Eamonn Coyne will kick off the Sound of Jura events this year. 

Drever, Coyne and Culley 
bring their distinctive sounds 
to Isle of Jura Hall gig

THE ROYAL Hotel in Portree echoed 
to the sounds of music when there 
was a large turnout at the monthly 
meeting of the Skye Accordion and 
Fiddle Club last Thursday.

Club chairman and MC Jim 
Campbell gave his usual warm 
welcome to the assembled company 
and got proceedings under way 
with a number of sets from the Skye 
Accordion and Fiddle Club Band.  

High school band
A variety of local players entertained 

throughout the evening and the 
audience was delighted by a return 
visit from Portree High School Band.  

Local musicians were accordionists 

Morton, John Cameron, Braes, 
John MacGilvary, Ceitidh Douglas, 
Elaine MacDonald, Emma Beaton, 

Mackerlich and Blair Douglas, who 
also played keyboard. Fiddlers were 
Caerina Campbell, Ellie MacPherson 
and Mairi MacKinnon. On pipes and 
whistle was Eilidh Beaton and on 
drums Donald MacRae.  

Young talent 
The audience was delighted to 

be entertained so well by the many 
local musicians and were heartened 
to witness so many young players in 
whose hands the future of traditional 
music lies.

The Marian Anderson Trio were 
guests for the evening and treated 
spectators to a great variety of the 

evening.  
The Andrew MacDonald Trio will 

be guests at the next club night on 
April 4.

                                   John Grundy.

Skye Accordion and Fiddle 
Club enjoys large turnout 
for Marian Anderson Trio SEVERAL accomplished Argyll 

musicians will join Oban High School 
Pipe Band on stage at the Corran 
Halls, Oban, tonight for a showcase 
concert.

The school’s two talented pipe 
bands, led by Pipe Major Angus 
MacColl, will perform tonight 
(Thursday) alongside pupils taught by 
guitarist Finlay Wells and accordion 
player Sileas Sinclair. 

Singers Mary Catherine MacNeill 
and Peter Sinclair will also perform 
with the youngsters.

The annual fund-raising concert, 
which was a sell-out last year, will 

and drummers in both the novice and 
novice juvenile pipe bands associated 
with the school. Young chanter 
players will also be involved.

Proceeds from tonight’s concert will 
be used to help fund the bands for the 
coming competition season.

Oban High 
School Pipe Band 
in concert tonight

picked up its third BBC Folk Award 
at Celtic Connections last month. 

Acclaim
His duo with Eamonn Coyne is a 

well-established pairing, which won 

album Honk Toot Suite. 
In February, they announced the 

release of their new album Storymap 
on Reveal Records. Songwriter Karl 
Culley is making a welcome return 
to Jura having won over the islanders 
with his virtuoso acoustic guitar 
stylings, as well as recording two 
albums at the Sound of Jura studio. 

There are cut price tickets on the 

Jura Passenger Ferry which goes 
from Tayvallich to Jura Hall and the 
Jura Hotel is offering special rates on 
rooms. 

Jura Island Tours will make sure 
Ìllich can get home with a return mini 
coach service between the gig and the 
Islay-Jura ferry.



COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.95

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Thursday 14 March, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 13LEISURE

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Friday 15 March > ST PATRICKS
Markie Dans WEEKEND PARTY
Saturday 16 March > TIM O’CONNOR
Markie Dans
Sunday 17 March > SANDRA MACBETH
Markie Dans Open till 2am
Sunday 17 March > ST PADDYS QUIZ
Markie Dans Open till 2am 7.30PM-10PM
Sunday 24 March > POOL COMPETITION
Markie Dans STARTS AT 12PM
Friday 29 March > TRAIL WEST
Markie Dans
Saturday 30 March > AMY BELLE
Markie Dans
Sunday 31 March > KENNY PEARSON
Markie Dans
Sunday 31 March > EASTER QUIZ
Markie Dans 7.30PM-10PM

La traviata
A lifetime of fun, 

a lifetime of regret

Verdi

Sat 16 Mar, 7.30pm
The Corran Halls, Oban
Tel: 01631 567 333 
Reserved seating

Book online at 
scottishopera.org.uk Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531  Scottish Charity Number SCO19787

Supported by 
Eda, Lady Jardine Charitable Trust

JTH Charitable Trust

With chamber orchestra

Tickets:

Scottish Opera
is core funded by

• A Good Day to Die 
Hard (12A)
John McClane travels to Russia to 
help out his seemingly wayward 
son, Jack, only to discover that 
Jack is a CIA operative working to 
prevent a nuclear-weapons heist, 
causing the father and son to team 
up against underworld forces.
• Zero Dark Thirty (15)
The hunt for Osama bin Laden 
preoccupied the world and 
two American presidential 
administrations for more than 
a decade. But in the end, it took 
a small, brilliant team of CIA 
operatives to track him down. From 
the oscar-winning creative duo of 
Kathryn Bigelow and Mark Boal. 
• This is 40 (15)
In his fourth directorial outing, 

Apatow’s new comedy captures 
what it takes for one family to 
flourish in the middle of a lifetime 
together. What emerges is a deeply 
honest portrait of the challenges 
and rewards of marriage and 
parenthood in the modern age. 
• Flight (15)
In this action-packed mystery 
thriller, Academy Award winner, 
Denzel Washington stars as Whip 
Whitaker, a seasoned airline pilot 
who miraculously crash lands his 
plane after a mid-air catastrophe 
saving nearly every soul on board. 
After the crash, Whip is hailed as a 
hero but as more is learned, more 
questions than answers arise.
• Cars (PG)
While traveling to California for the 
dispute of the final race of the Piston 

Cup, the famous Lightning McQueen 
accidentally damages the road of the 
small town Radiator Springs and is 
sentenced to repair it.
• Mary Poppins (U)
Mary Poppins flies in with her 
umbrella in response to the request 
of the Banks children and proceeds 
to put things right with the aid of her 
rather extraordinary magical powers.
• A Bugs Life (U)
Family animation from Pixar
• James & the Giant 
Peach (U)
A musical fantasy based on the 
book by Roald Dahl
• Les Misérables (12A)
A musical phenomenon that tells an 
enthralling story of broken dreams 
and unrequited love, passion, 
sacrifice and redemption
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OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY
CONCERT

Sunday 17th March 3.00 p.m. 
St John’s Cathedral

 Cuillin Sound - Woodwind Trio
Classical arrangements and Scottish 

Traditional melodies
Non members welcome, tickets at the 
door £10 ( £8) students, children free

CUILLIN Sound is a small, beautifully 
balanced woodwind trio consisting of three 
of Britain’s leading woodwind players 

Watts, and bassoonist Laurence Perkins. 
On Sunday, March 17 they will play a 

concert in St John’s Cathedral, Oban as 
guests of Oban Music Society.

Relaxed style 
They have performed in major venues in 

the UK and abroad, but have a particular 
enthusiasm for concerts in towns, villages 
and regions that do not have many oppor-
tunities to experience professional live 
classical music performances. 

Cuillin Sound is named after the beautiful 
land and seascapes around the islands of 
Skye and Raasay. 

The group’s wide-ranging repertoire and 

relaxed performing style takes inspiration 
from many genres of music, from classical 
to arrangements and settings of traditional 
Scottish melodies. 

The trio’s debut CD  was recorded on 
location on the Isle of Raasay. 

In addition to a busy recording and con-
cert schedule Cuillin Sound are committed 
to education work, running  music courses 
throughout Scotland. 

The programme contains works by 
Beethoven, Villa Lobos and variations of 

written for woodwind.
The concert at St John’s Cathedral on 

Sunday, March 17 at 3.00pm and non mem-
bers of the music society are most welcome, 
children and students are particularly wel-
come and admission for them is free.

Terms and conditions: -

-

Photo...........................................................................
Name...........................................................................
Address.......................................................................
.....................................................................................
Telephone ...................................................................
Email ...........................................................................

To cast your vote in Wyvex Media’s 
Photo of the Year competition 
complete the form below or text 
88010 using the keyword POY 
followed by the code below your 
favourite photograph.
Texts cost £1 plus your standard network rate. Full details 
and terms and conditions are below this voting form.

Photo of the 
Year competition
GRAND FINAL

Matt Heasman

Alpines, Meconopsis and Lilies

Everyone very welcome. Refreshments, 
including great home baking.

01631 567137

An Comunn Gàidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch)
FINAL WINTER CEILIDH

in TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL,  Saturday 16th March 2013 at 7.45 p.m.
Singers - Catriona Watt (Mod Gold Medallist), 

Neil McDonald (Mod Silver Medallist)

Na Seudan - Emma MacFarlane, Hanna Prill, Niamh MacKaveney, 
Emma Kok & Naomi Stanesby

Finlay Sinclair - Accordion, Donald Morrison - Piper, The Eilidh MacInnes Dancers

Bean an Taighe: Morag MacNeil
Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children £2.00

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Talk/Demonstration

By Ruth Slater
Creature Features

Friday 15th March 2013
In Lorn Resource Centre

Soroba Road, Oban
7.30 to 9.30pm
Visitors welcome

ORGAN RECITAL

Morley Whitehead, Organist

Tickets: Adults £6
School Pupils – no charge

APPIN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Comete Line: 
Alasdair MacDermott
Saturday 16 March

Port Appin Hall  2.30pm
ALL WELCOME!
http://www.

appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Soup
Lunch

Free Church Hall 
Saturday, 16th  March   

12.00 – 2.00 p.m.

Lorn Agricultural Society
Family Ceilidh

With
The Gunna Sound 

Ceilidh Band
Saturday 23rd March

North Connel Hall, 8pm
Licenced,  Buffet

Tickets £10
Available from Oban Music

Spring Fayre
Saturday 16th March 

All proceeds to church funds.

30th Highlands & 
Islands Music & Dance 

Festival

Closing date: 
18 March

SOUP LUNCH
Connel Church Hall

Saturday 16 March 2013
12 noon – 2pm

To support
COMIC RELIEF

All welcome
RED NOSE DAY

Wind trio with international reputation 
to play Oban concert at cathedral

Waiting for the Corran Ferry

THERE’S never long to wait for the Corran Ferry,
when you miss it by a hair’s breadth.
There’s always the rhyme to offer solace
When you’re stranded on the other side.

On the hour Ardgour; no bother to remember.
And it follows… you do the reverse- easy peasy.
Though you’re cursing yourself for not being early, 
There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry.

There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry

And the wait gave you time to think anyway.

Is it too late to change your life entirely?
Is this what they call a Highland crush?
You notice you’re feeling completely merry.
There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry.

There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry,
Tickets checked in a hurry - on and off in a jiffy.

You feel as if you are headed home to a son, a daughter.
Or to meet a new lover, or start a secret affair…
Your heart is racing, truly, madly, deeply.
There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry.

There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry,
You whizz along the wide road to Strontian,
By the side of Loch Linnhe, up the steep hill
And there’s the sheep’s display of strong will.

And it’s Jean Redpath you’re already singing, 
As the road narrows - twisting and turning.
Not a shivery doubt. You feel totally ready.
And the land’s welcome is true and steady.

There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry.
There’s never long to wait for the Corran Ferry. 

author and poet Jackie Kay has 
kindly given The Oban Times ex-
clusive permission to share with 

the Rose Cottage writer’s retreat 

recently Scottish Book Trust 
writer-in-residence. 

Ard-
tornish Quintet, Jackie puts into 
rhyme why a wee wait for the 
Corran Ferry over Loch Linnhe 
is time enough for contempla-
tion.

Left - Scottish author and poet 
Jackie Kay

Scottish Book Trust 
writer-in-residence 
offers the last of her 

has arranged a fabulous two-hour 
celebration of music featuring the 
Lochaber Community Wind Band 
and guest musicians in Fort Wil-
liam next Sunday, March 24.

The award-winning local band, 
now in its 17th year, has performed 
and helped raise funds at countless 
local events throughout Lochaber 
over the years and has developed 
an ever-expanding repertoire from 
traditional to classical and even 
‘swing band’ pieces with guest 
singer Sheena Coull.  

The band regularly supports the 
work of community organisations, 
providing entertainment and 
musical accompaniment at the 
Showstoppers Drama Group, the 

Members also play at Christmas 
‘singalong’ concerts at local care 
homes and community fundraising 

On the night the band will be 

featuring the trumpet, Wherever 

the bass trombone from Walt 
Disney’s The Jungle Book, Bach’s 
dramatic Toccata in D Minor and 

polka and a piece by Beethoven will 
also feature.

The 20-member band, which 
recently gained a gold award at 
the Scottish Concert Band Festival 
in Perth, play trumpet, horn, 

saxophone, clarinet, bassoon, tuba, 
-

cussion accompaniment. 
Rotary President Sheana Fraser 

said: ‘We’re anticipating a big de-
mand for tickets for the concert. I 
hope the people of Lochaber will 
give us their strong support.’

The performance in the Ben 

proceeds going to local charities. 
Tickets are available at the recep-

from any member of the wind band 
or Rotary Club.

Meanwhile, the band hs launched 
a ‘training band’ scheme to encour-
age folk back into playing after a 
while away. It meets on Wednes-

07762998587.

Lochaber Wind Band is playing for charity on March 24 at the Ben Nevis Hotel 20_f11band01

Lochaber Community Wind Band 
to play charity gig in Fort William

a boost after the event was chosen as one 
of the top 10 UK summer festivals by an 

Wonderful news 

features artists from around the globe, 

the only Scottish festival in its 2013 list, 
alongside the likes of Glastonbury and the 
Cambridge Folk Festival. 

Festival director Caroline MacLennan 
said: ‘This recognition from Songlines is 
wonderful news, particularly as it is the 
third year in a row we have made the Top 
10.

of music already help us attract people from 
many parts of the world and this further en-
hances our reputation at home and abroad.’

Songlines editor Matt Milton said the 
-

noway event and included it in its top 10 
‘for very good reason’. 

of big-name legends, traditional Scottish 
musicians and up-and-coming singer-song-

writers.
‘It does exactly what a 21st century folk 

festival ought to, and the setting – Storno-
way itself – really sets it apart from other 

from it all. 
“We’re particularly pleased to see Son-

glines favourites such as Lau and Karine 
Polwart on this bill, who we’ve championed 
within the mag over the years.’

Welcoming the news, Comhairle leader 

Scotland’.

‘This recognition for a third successive 
year is well deserved.’

tickets have already been snapped up by 

The four-day event, which this year marks 
its 18th anniversary, will be held from July 
17-20 in Stornoway and feature headliners 
Van Morrison, Dougie MacLean, Caper-

HebCelt chosen as one of the UKs  top 10 festivalsselected as one of the best in UK

This year’s headliners include  - Van Morrison, Dougie MacLean, 
Capercaillie, The Battlefield Band and the Red Hot Chilli Pipers

getting her face painted 
-

ery’s annual fundraiser.
Carys Rimmer was 

the artist for the day as 

activities helped entertain 
the children at a packed 
Glencruitten Church 
Centre, Oban on Saturday. 

and improvements at the 
nursery.t11eastercoffeemorn1

Happy House Nursery’s 
annual fundraiser



14 FEATURE Thursday 14 March, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Escape with
Argyll Holidays
in Summer 2013
Early booking discounts extended

until the end of January 2013

Call or book online today:

Drimsynie Estate (Lochgoilhead)
Hunters Quay (Nr Dunoon)
Loch Awe

IN A CLASS
OF THEIR OWN

Beautiful Walking Socks, which are colourful, comfy, soft and warm to wear. 
Made in the UK from our own alpaca fibre. - £15.00 per pair info@alpacaannie.com 01303 870527

IN A CLASS
OF THEIR OWN
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A YOUNG couple have abandoned 
city life and taken over their own 
little slice of paradise on the island 
of Kerrera.

Aideen Gallagher and Martin 
Shields will be opening the Ker-
rera Tea Garden and Bunkhouse on 
March 29.

The couple have been hard at 
work cleaning and refurbishing the 
premises since moving in at the end 
of January.

‘The bunkhouse is looking gor-
geous – fresh and clean,’ said Aideen, 
31. ‘We’ve been trying to put our 
personal touch on the place.’

For Martin and Aideen, who have 
been together for two and a half 
years but known each other for 10, 
the experience of living on an island 
is a new one.

Martin, 34, is from Glasgow and 
stumbled on Kerrera during a chance 

coming back ever since.
‘I used to live in the Czech Repub-

lic and sang in a band there. When 
we toured Scotland I decided to show 
the band Oban – the town has always 
been the place I would take visitors, 
it has always been a town close to my 
heart,’ he said.

‘People in Oban might not realise 
it but when you’re from Glasgow it 
really has got the wow factor, it is a 
beautiful town.’

When the band arrived in Oban 
they found the friend they had 
planned to stay with, Fiona Rowan, 
was unavailable but she said they 
could stay with her then boyfriend 
(now husband) Chris on Kerrera.

living off the land as much as pos-
sible, the dog was catching rabbits, it 
was a real eye opener for me. It was 

said Martin.
‘This is truly a stunning place, it is 

an absolutely gorgeous island,’ added 
Aideen, who hails from near Dublin 
but has spent six years travelling with 
an international theatre company.

‘This is a welcome change, my 
patience with city living was tested,’ 
says Aideen of her time travelling 
with Stomp.

The couple now plan on dedicating 

their time to producing hearty home 
cooked meals for visitors to the tea 
garden, which is near Gylen Castle, 
on the south of the island.

The charming tea garden which has 
outside tables for walkers in summer, 
will be offering local produce at the 
heart of its menu.

‘We’ll be using the daily specials 
board to highlight produce that is 
available locally. Everything on the 
menu is healthy and wholesome 
but very tasty with a nod to the 
traditional in there too. Cullen skink 
and stovies might feature along with 
Kerrera beef,’ Martin said.

Meanwhile the refreshed bunk-
house sleeps between seven and 
nine people. ‘It is ideal for groups 
of friends and if local people fancy 
a different night away it is a great 
stop,’ added Aideen.

The couple will have the tea garden 
open seven days a week, some may 
think this a big commitment but 
the pair couldn’t imagine being 
anywhere else.

‘It is very hard to eke out a living on 
any island so many people are forced 
into commuting but we would hate to 
have to commute when we have all 
this right here.

‘Even arriving in the middle of 
winter we can really see the beauty 
in the place,’ says Martin. ‘I’ve spent 
all my life living and working in a 
city and Aideen has travelled to near 
every city in the western world with 
her work. 

‘Neither of us have ever lived 
somewhere like this and it is very 
exciting.’

Neither of us 
have every lived 
somewhere like 
this and it is very 
exciting.

Little slice of 
Kerrera paradise 
draws couple in
Island tea garden and bunkhouse 
give young couple new start in   
‘a truly stunning place’

‘People in Oban might not realise it but it         
really has the wow factor, it is a beautiful town ’

Aideen and Martin are opening the island tea garden on March 29. 

Kerrera Tea Garden and Bunkhouse. 

WORK to install wireless internet on 
ferries is progressing well, according 
to Caledonian MacBrayne (CalMac).

A spokesman for the company said: 
‘We are very keen to make a reliable 

on our ships and have undertaken a 
number of trials of several different 
delivery methods to do so, including 
satellite, point-to-point wireless and 
3G. 

‘The geography in which we oper-
ate presents some challenges and we 
may have to apply different solutions 
in different areas, but these trials 
have allowed us to determine which 
technology is most suited to which 
area.

‘This work is being carried out 

within the context of a major revamp 
of all onboard communications and 
we are working towards providing an 
‘always on’ connection, allowing the 
ship to be permanently connected 
to the corporate network, which 
will allow us to operate safely and 

and network coverage this will allow 

gers. We hope to tender and transition 
to a new service model during 2013 
and the formal procurement process 
for this has started. 

‘We share everyone’s frustration 
that we cannot progress this as 
quickly as we would all like but we 
hope that everyone will appreciate 

cal challenges and costs associated 
with it and we have to get it right.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan and MP Angus MacNeil have 
welcomed the announcement.

Mr Allan said: ‘It’s great to hear 
that CalMac have accepted the need 

certainly make the travel experience 
a better one for everyone who wants 
to work or communicate while on the 
move.

‘Having met with the Barra Youth 
Council, it is clear that their campaign 
for this service has been a successful 
one and I congratulate them for this. 
It’s a great example of young people 
being persistent and making a real 

difference.’
Angus MacNeil added: ‘I am 

available on Western Isles Ferries. 
Barra Youth Council led the way on 
this issue and successfully secured 
a pilot on the MV Lord of the Isles 
and lodged a petition to the Scottish 
Parliament.

more enjoyable and crucially people 
will be able to work while travelling.

‘Credit to CalMac who have 
seen the wisdom of this and who 

economic times but showed that they 
understand the needs of islands when 
travelling.’

Barra youngsters get their wish as CalMac aim 
to install wireless internet access on ferries

Twenty  years ago
Thursday March 18, 1993

Send in your 
stories and 

photographs 
to editor@
obantimes.
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Isle of Barra pupils 
engineer a success
SOME of the pupils of Castlebay School, Barra, who came out tops when they 
tested their skills against other schools at the Young Engineers Club meeting, 
held recently at Millburn Academy, Inverness. t11twenty04

‘Wee Burnie’ of Rab C Nesbitt fame would bring a smile to anyone’s face 

actor Eric Cullen was just the ticket when she came across him as he visited 
the town on a short break last week. t11twenty01

Meet Mull’s TV stars
MULL schoolchildren Stuart Fairbairns and Rhona Mor-
rison will become television stars tomorrow.

Stuart and Rhona, both pupils at Dervaig Primary School, 
appear along with Kirsty Baker and Stuart’s brother Ruari, 
in the Really Wild Show.

Ruari is a pupil of Tobermory High school and the others, 
all aged 10, are pupils of Dervaig Primary School.

Television presenter Terry Nutkins talks to the children 
about wildlife and conservation matters and follows the 
Whalewatch project which Stuart and Ruari’s parents are 
involved in. t11twenty02

Comic relief
OVER £400 was raised by Lochaber High School pupils and one 
person who was glad to see the end of the school day was physics 
teacher Ed Grindley, who was kidnapped and held to ransom. Seen 
with the hostage are Fiona MacQuarrie, Joanna Small, bryony Kirk 
and Alanna Will. t11twenty03

ATLANTIS Leisure, which operates Oban’s swimming 
pool, is at present making improvements to the facility.

t11twenty06

Alisdair coins it!
A TINY Indian coin, dated 1882 and showing the head of Queen Victoria as 

Alisdair Barnett, branch manager of NWS Bank in Stevenson Street, found 
the coin during renovations to the home he bought last July.

He is thinking of showing the coinc, a one-twelth anna, to an expert but 
doesn’t hold out much hope for its value.

t11twenty05
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A FISH FARM technician from 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd on 
Skye was announced as the runner 
up in the aquaculture category when 
Lantra’s held their 10th Land-based 
and Aquaculture Learner of the Year 
Awards ceremony recently.

Winners
The awards recognise the achieve-

ments and success of learners in 
the land-based and environmental 
sector across Scotland. Winners and 
runners up from 15 categories, plus 
an overall winner and runner up, 
were announced at the prestigious 
ceremony at the Crieff Hydro Hotel 
in Perth.

Among the many highlights of 
the ceremony and gala dinner was 
the presentation of the aquaculture 
award, sponsored by Marine Har-

vest, Dawnfresh, the British Trout 
Association, Scottish Salmon Pro-
ducers Organisation and the Scottish 
Salmon Company. 

The overall winner was Jamie 
Hesketh from Parkgate in Dumfries.

Jake Handley from Portree was 
announced as the runner up in the 
aquaculture category. 

Jake is a farm technician with 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd. He 
completed his SVQ Aquaculture 
Level 2 and is currently working 
towards a Modern Apprenticeship in 
Aquaculture Level 3.

Jake said: ‘I really enjoyed working 
with one of the key companies in the 
salmon farming industry. The SVQ 
has improved my understanding and 

‘Work-based training has comple-

mented my Modern Apprenticeship 
too.’

Enthusiasm 
Jake’s tutor, Murray Stark, who 

nominated him, said: ‘Over the 
years of nominating candidates for 
this award, Jake has probably been 
the most deserving nomination 
I’ve made. His enthusiasm and 
willingness to learn has made him 
a model student. He has shown that 
the aquaculture industry and the 
Modern Apprenticeship offer real 
career opportunities for those with 
motivation and determination.’

Other awards were presented in 

equine, agriculture and horticulture 
and the standard of entries this year 
was particularly high.

Head judge Peter Alexander said: 

‘Lantra has been celebrating learn-
ers’ achievements in the land-based 
and environmental sector since 2003. 
These awards are vitally important in 
recognising the success of learners 
from across Scotland, and also act 
as a source of inspiration for those 
considering a career in this diverse 
and rewarding sector. I would like 
to congratulate all of the entrants on 
their hard work.’

Mary Mitchell, Lantra’s Regional 
Partnership Manager, praised the 
high standards at the awards: ‘The 
judging panel was very impressed 
with the entries this year and 
selecting the winners wasn’t easy. 
Everyone who entered has really 

sector across Scotland.’

AN AMBITIOUS initiative that aims 
to bolster Argyll’s declining popula-
tion by attracting young people to a 
career in rural industries was estab-
lished last week.

The AYE (Argyll’s Young Experi-
ence) initiative, the brainchild of MSP 
for Argyll and Bute Michael Russell, 
aims to get young people excited 
about their environment and equip 
them with the skills needed to work 
in industries prevalent in the area.

AYE is inspired by the Queensberry 
Initiative, which gets children out 
of the classroom and working on 
projects on a country estate. The ini-
tiative runs a rural skills course, the 
equivalent to an Intermediate 1, and 
has seen and increase in the number 
of young people choosing to stay in 
the area.

Launch
The AYE initiative will see Mr 

Russell work with the National 
Farmers Union Scotland, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Argyll College and 
representatives from the farming, 
aquaculture and forestry industries to 
create a similar model in Argyll.

Addressing the launch party of the 
AYE initiative, attended by repre-
sentatives from 50 organisations, Mr 
Russell said: ‘We have a declining 
population in Argyll, there is no 
doubt about it. There are more people 
in the east than there are in the west. 
One way we can keep people in rural 
communities is making sure they 
understand the opportunities in rural 
areas and ensure they are able to take 
those opportunities. 

‘From tourism opportunities on the 
estate through to forestry, farming and 
gamekeeping there were lots of things 

Perhaps some didn’t want to take it 
further, but there was an understand-
ing created that there were important 
activities within rural Scotland and 
that these activities were attractive in 
terms of jobs.’

A working group has been estab-
lished to create the model in Argyll. 
It will aim to identify an organisation 
to host the initiative and appoint a co-
ordinator to liaise between schools, 
colleges and industry bodies.

Representatives from the farming, aquaculture and forestry industries will join forces with private landowners and education bodies to equip young people with the skills needed to work in rural industries

Rural careers initiative aimed a giving 
the young a future within Argyll and Bute 

Jake Handley from Portree joins tutor Murray Stark and Marine Harvest’s 
Bill Wright after he was was announced as the runner up in the aquaculture 

category. Jake is a farm technician with Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd. He 
completed his SVQ Aquaculture Level 2 and is currently working towards a 

Modern Apprenticeship in Aquaculture Level 3.

Skye-based fi sh farm technician gains 
Lantra recognition at awards ceremony
‘The judging panel was very impressed with the entries this year’

BLACKFACED SHEEP
STOCK JUDGING

Balliemeanoch Farm
Dalmally

PA33 1BW
Friday 22nd March @ 7pm

To Celebrate the 80th Birthday of 
Ian Macpherson

Bar & Refreshments
All proceeds to Local Charities

Tel: 07748 966075

FOR SALE
good quality 

meadow 
hay, 

small bales 
£3.50 each.

Telephone 
01838 200373

COLLIE PUPPIES
Parents from 

working hill dogs
8 weeks old and 

ready to go
Tel: 

01770 870257/505
or email: 

Johnglenree@
aol.com

FARMING

UNITED Auctions held their annual March 
sale of all classes cattle at Islay Auction 
Mart on Saturday when they had a record 
entry for this time of year of 794 head.  

An excellent show of top quality bred 
grazing type cattle met with a sound trade 
selling to all the regular attendees’ of main-
land buyers.  

Sale averages fell slightly short of last 
year’s extremely high values but compared 
favorably with principal mainland centre’s 
nevertheless.  

Bullocks sold to average £868.88 per head 

or 229.31 per kilo against £884.93 last year.  
Heifers sold to average £744.68 per head 

or 215.65 per kilo against £749.04 last year.  
The top priced bullock per kilo came from 

the Eorrabus consignment of 100 head when 
their Limousin crosses sold to £1245.00.  

Ardbeg’s consignment of 65 head led the 
prices per head and kilo in the heifer section 
when their Limousin crosses sold to £1,280 
and 386pence per kilo respectively.  

Leading the bullocks per kilo was 

Charolais bullocks sold at 286pence.  

Ardbeg heifer calves sell 
to £1280 at Islay sale
Record entry for UA March sale 

ISLAY                         
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: £1065  Craigfad  
£975(4)  Craigens  £965  Craigfad  
£965(4), £945(4)  Craigens  £875  
Grulinbeg  £820 Ardfarnal,Jura  
£815  Knockrome (Boyle)  £805(2)  
Grulinbeg.
British BlueX: £1135  Brybruich  
£1055  Craigfad  £1025 and £1015  
Ardbeg  £975(4) Octofad  £935(3)  
Ardbeg  £925  Brybruich  £905  Lossit  
£815  Ardbeg.
Charolais X: £1165(5)  Craigfad  
£1095(8)  Eorrabus  £1085  Tallant 
and Brybruich(5)  £1055  Eorrabus 
and Craigfad  £1045(2)  Sunderland  
£995  Eorrabus(2) and Craigens(5)  
£985 Octofad and Sunderland  
£955(4) Craigens  £925 Tallant(2) and 
Eorrabus(4)  £905(2)  Eorrabus  £895 
Starchmill  £865  Brybruich  £845(3)  
Craigens  £805  Octofad  £800  Tal-
lant(6) and Brybruich(2).
Limousin X: £1245, £1175 and £1155  
Eorrabus  £1135(2)  Ardbeg  £1135  
Eorrabus and Lossit  £1115  Ardbeg  
£1105  Eorrabus  £1085  Octofad(3) 
and Kilchiaran  £1075  Ardbeg  £1065  
Octofad(2), Lossit(3) and Craigfad(2) 

£1055  Lossit and Craigfad(2)  
£1045(4) Blackrock  £1025(4) and 
£1015(2)  Ardbeg  £1005 Sunderland  
£985  Octofad(6), Eorrabus and 
Kilchiaran(2)  £975  Octofad(4) and 
Lossit  £965  Octofad(5) and Ardbeg  
£945 Ardbeg(5), Eorrabus(13), Lossit 
and Sunderland(4)  £935  Octofad(6), 
Ardbeg and Blackrock(2)  £925(2) and 
£905(2)  Eorrabus  £895  Starchmill(3) 
and Eorrabus(2)  £885  Blackrock(8), 
Eorrabus(4) and Sunderland  £875 
Ardbeg(3) and Eorrabus(9)  £865  
Octofad(4) and Starchmill  £855  Car-
rabus and Ardbeg(6)  £845(9)  Tallant  
£835(2)  Starchmill  £825(7) Eorrabus  
£815(2) Carrabus  £805(9)  Octofad.
Simmental X: £1065  Octofad  £995  
Brybruich.
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: £955(2)  
Craigfad.
Charolais X: £995(6)  Craigfad  
£875(3)  Eorrabus  £865  Tallant(6) 
and Craigfad(2)  £855(5)  Eorrabus  
£845(12) Craigens  £835  Octofad and 
Craigens(3)  £825  Eorrabus(4) and 
Craigens(6).
Limousin X: £1280  Ardbeg  £1100(2)  
Lossit  £1055(2)  Blackrock  £995  
Lossit and Craigfad  £965  Lossit  £950 
and £945(3)  Ardbeg  £945  Eorrabus  
£905  Sunderland  £895  Ardbeg(4) 

and Lossit  £885(2)  Craigfad  £855(2) 
Eorrabus  £845(5) and £835(6)  Octo-
fad  £825 Ardbeg and Eorrabus  £805  
Ardbeg(5) and Blackrock(3).
Luing: £960(4)  RSPB Oransay.
Prives per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 234p Grulin-
beg  233p(4)  Craigens  232p  
Cruach(Brown) and Craigens(8)  
229p(2) and 218p  Grulinbeg.
British Blue X: 269p and 256p  Ard-
beg  245p  Bruichladdich  230p(3) and 
229p Ardbeg  226p  Brybruich  220p  
Lossit.
Charolais X: 286p(5)  Brybruich  
272p(6)  Tallant  254p  Brybruich  
249p(2)  Tallant  246p Carrabus  
243p(4)  Eorrabus  240p(2)  Brybruich  
239p(3) and 238p(2)  Craigens 235p 
Octofad  234p  Tallant  233p  Carrabus  
232p(8)  Eorrabus  230p(5)  Craigens  
228p  Sunderland and Craigfad(5)  
227p  Starchmill  225p(2)  Sunderland  
223p(2)  Craigens.
Limousin X: 272p(5), 269p(4), 266p(2) 
and 265p   Ardbeg  260p(2)  Lossit  
258p(4)  Tallant  256p(2), 254p(5) and 
248p  Ardbeg  244p(8)  Blackrock  
243p  Starchmill(2) and Eorrabus(2)  
242p(7)  Eorrabus  241p(2)  Starchmill  
240p  Tallant(11) and Blackrock(4)  
239p(3)  Eorrabus  238p(3)  Ardbeg  

237p  RSPB Kinnabus, Tallant(2) and 
Eorrabus(9)  236p  Sunderland  235p  
Octofad(10) and Blackrock(2)  234p  
Octofad(7), Ardbeg and Achnaclach  
233p  Octofad(3), RSPB Kinnabus(2), 
Carrabus and Eorrabus(6)  232p and 
231p(3)  Carrabus  Luing: 242p(3)  
Duich  225p(3)  Cruach(Brown).
Simmental X: 222p Brybruich.
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: 248p(2)  
Cruach(Brown) .
British Blue X: 236p  Ardbeg
Charolais X: 234p(4)  Brybruich  
233p(6) and 230p(4)  Tallant  230p(2)  
Craigens  227p(8)  Eorrabus  224p(6)  
Craigens  222p(9), 221p(2),218p and 
217p  Eorrabus.
Limousin X: 386p, 285p(4), 270p, 255p 
and 247p(3)  Ardbeg  247p(2)  Lossit  
241p(6), 239p(5) and 236p  Ardbeg  
235p(3) and 232p(3)  Blackrock  227p  
Eorrabus and Blackrock(2)  226p 
Starchmill(2) and RSPB Kinnabus(2)  
224p and 223p  Lossit  222p  Starch-
mill(6), Tallant(6) & Lossit  221p(2)  
Starchmill.           

OBAN
Caledonian Marts
Bullocks:  
£885 South Ardnaclach, £875 Home-

stead, £860 Achnacone, £830 Lurig-
nish, £850 & £825 Upper Largie, £820 
Aird, £810 Achnacone & Homestead.
Heifers:  
£900 & £850 Achnaba, £800 Turnault, 
£670 Upper Largie, £665 Achnacone.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks:  
288p Upper Largie, 279p Taychreg-
gan, 275p Upper Largie, 269p 
Achnacone, 268p South Ardnaclach, 
257p Scoor.
Heifers:  
241p Taychreggan, 237p Achnaba, 
235p Upper Largie, 233p Achnacone, 
232p South Ardnaclach, 225p Tur-
nault.
Sheep
Hoggets:  
Suffolks: £65 Upper Largie; £60 
Dalvore
Continental: £53 Carnasserie, 
Mule: £52 Upper Largie, 
Texel £51 Barguillean
Blackface: £50 Upper Largie:
Grit ewes:  
Blackface:  £66 and £58 Ardchoire
BlackfaceX:  £52 Turnault:
Feeding ewes:  
Texel:£70 Strongorm, 
Cheviot: £62 Tiraghoil
CheviotX: £61 Laggan
Blackface:  £37 Turnault.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd sold 168 store, breeding 
and OTM cattle plus 875 store 
hoggets, grit ewes and feeding 
ewes at Oban last Tuesday.

Bullocks averaged 245p per kg 
and sold to 288p for three Limou-
sins from Brechin, Upper Largie, 

330kg Limousins from MacMil-
lan, South Ardnaclach, Appin.

Heifers averaged 210p per kg and 
sold to 241p for a 220kg Limousin 
from Taychreggan, Appin and to 
£900 for a 380kg Limousin from 
Achnaba, North Connel.

Bulls averaged 199p per kg and 
sold to 213p for a 230kg Limousin 
from House of Keil, Duror and 
to £610 for two 315kg Limousins 
from the same home.

OTM cattle sold to average 116p 
per kg and sold to 147p for a 465kg 
Limousin from Annet, Appin and 

to £1130 for an Aberdeen Angus 
bull from Treshnish, Isle of Mull.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,060 
for a Limousin bulling heifer from 
Kengharair, Mull.

Hoggets sold to £65 for Suffolks 
from G Brechin, Upper Largie.

Grit ewes sold to £70 for 

Cheviots from R Horne, Keepers 
Cottage, Taynuilt and to £66 for 
Blackfaces from Ardchoirc, Ker-
rera.

Feeding ewes sold to £74 for 
Texels from Troughton, Ardachy, 
North Connel and to £70 for 
Texels from Strongorm.

Market report

Upper Largie Limousins sell to 288p per kilo at Oban
Limousins from Upper Largie, Kilmartin sold well at Oban last week Picture - Kevin McGlynn

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 25 cattle, 8 horses, 9 goats, 79 sheep, 512 
lots of poultry, eggs and poultry equipment at their poultry, rare and traditional 
breeds of livestock sale at Dingwall last Saturday.

Cattle sold to £1,320 twice for two in-calf Highland cross cows from 46 
Blairmore, Rogart and to £910 for Highland heifers from Colaboll Farm, Lairg. 
In-calf Shorthorn cows from 37 and 55 Sangomore, Durness sold to £860.

Bulls sold to £860 for a Highland from Rainbows End, Isle of Skye.
Horses sold to £520 for a Highland gelding from Auchlethel Steading, Peter-

head.
Goats sold to £420 for a Pygmy female in kid, from Camard, Isle of Skye.
Sheep sold to £310 for a Dorset ewe with two lambs at foot, from Smallburn 

Farms, Elgin and to £230 (twice) for Dorsets from Smallburn Farms. In-lamb 
Kerry Hill ewes from Redpoint Farm, Gairloch sold to £135. Kerry hill lambs 
from the same home fetched £150,  with Zwarbles from Achlaschoille House, 
Balnafoich to £105.

Poultry sold to £200 for pair of Indian Runner ducks from Cantraybridge 
College, Croy.

Highlanders sell to £1,320 
at Dingwall rare breed sale
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SAIL AND COVER VALETING

NEW SAILS, COVERS, UPHOLSTERY, 

RIGGING, FURLING GEAR

RIG INSPECTION, TUNING AND SERVICE

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR
Tel: 01631 720485 • Fax: 01631 720545

Email: info@owensails.com• Moorings • Marine Civils 
• Surveys    • ROV services

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07795 085078

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk

Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk F o r i n f o r m a t i o n co n t a c t M a r t i n Wa t e r h ou s e
B a rc a l d i ne Ma r in e , B a r c a l d i ne , O b a n , PA 3 7 1 S E
Te l : 0 1 6 3 1 7 2 0 2 9 1 . M ob : 0 7 7 6 7 3 8 0 2 3 5
e - m a i l : m o o r in g s @ b a rc a l d i ne m a r i ne . c o . u k
w w w. b a r c a l d i ne m a r i ne . c o . u k

O b a n

Barcal di ne
Lo ch C rera n

BOOK YOUR MOORING NOW!
West Coast Yachting Facilities

Pontoon–Moorings–Parking
Showers–Laundry–Free Wi-Fi

6 miles from Connel Bridge

2 hours from Glasgow

Get your
Boat

NEW 50 BERTH MARINA 
NOW OPEN

Tel: 01687 462154   Fax: 01687 462172
Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

With Easter fast approaching, yacht and boat owners 
across the west coast and beyond will be thinking about an 
exciting sailing season ahead.

Some will be ahead of the game and will be keen to get their 
boat in the water. Others will need to carry out some extra 
maintenance – either way, The Oban Times is here to help.

Have a look at our boating feature for everything you need 
to get you boat back in the water. From trailers to repairs, 

Yacht and Small Craft Surveys
 No obligation, free, friendly advice.

01436 675378 or 07775 927370
colin@cbmarineservices.co.uk : www.cbmarineservices.co.uk

back in 
the water



18 NEWS Thursday 14 March, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Business

Stewart McLelland says the company continues to see growing market demand for high quality Scottish salmon.

Scottish Salmon Company takes legal action over feed issue
Our results, in line with 
company expectations, 
mirror wider industry 
trends.
Stewart McLelland.  

Female* Waking Night Personal Supporter
Ref:OS/0121. Hourly Rate: £7.20 ; 1 x 20 hour post; 2 nights per week.
* Qualifies under section 7(2)(b) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975. 
We are looking for a reliable and enthusiastic individual to provide waking night support to a lady in the 
Oban area. Previous experience of lone working would be advantageous but not essential, as we would 
provide you with the appropriate training.

Sessional  Personal Supporters 
Ref: OS/0122. Hourly Rate: £7.20 
We are looking for reliable and enthusiastic individuals who will have a flexible person-centred 
approach to supporting individuals to live independently. You would need to have a friendly non-
judgemental nature and be practically minded whilst needing to be flexible and adept in a variety of 
domestic and social situations.
We have a variety of hours available which cover mornings, evenings and/or weekends. 
For all vacancies you would be able to support others to engage in activities and participate as needed, 
enable individual development and maintain the practical skills needed to live an independent life.
As an organisation, we are committed to developing skill and providing an extensive training 
programme with career opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. We offer positive terms and 
conditions, including a contributory pension scheme.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

OBAN

For an application pack, please e-mail rhona.ferrier@enable.org.uk or telephone 
01631 565062 quoting the relevant post reference number. We particularly welcome 
applications from candidates with a disability and make our forms available in alternative 
media. Completed application forms should be returned to Rhona Ferrier at ENABLE 
Scotland, Oban Services, Unit 3, McLeod Building, Lochavullin Estate, Oban, PA34 4PL or 
by email to  rhona.ferrier@enable.org.uk. Closing date: Monday 25th March 2013. 

To view and apply for all our vacancies, please visit www.enable.org.uk
These posts will be subject to a PVG Check.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

CRAFTSPERSON
OBAN DEPOT

SALARY IN THE RANGE OF £12.16 TO
£13.08 PER HOUR (DEPENDENT UPON SKILLS/COMPETENCE)
PLUS SIGNIFICANT EXTRA STANDBY PAYMENTS
Scotia Gas Networks operates two of the largest regional gas distribution networks 
in the UK, delivering gas to nearly 6 million customers safely, reliably and efficiently. 

The duties of this post are multi-skilled and initially you will carry out boiler 
servicing, emergency and meter work. Other skills will be developed over time to 
include main and service laying and plant duties.

You will have experience in at least one aspect of the Gas Industry. This position 
will likely suit either a Gas Service Engineer or Time Served Plumber. You will hold 
the relevant ACS accreditations and also possibly City and Guilds of London 
Institute or similar. Comprehensive training will also be provided in SGN activities.

The work is physically demanding and will need to be able to demonstrate the 
ability to work in a variety of outdoor environments, use IT field systems and 
achieve high standards of safety and technical competence.

A current driving licence is also essential.

You will be expected to live in the Oban area and work variable hours. You will 
also participate, as required, in a high frequency standby rota. You must be 
adaptable and flexible, have good inter-personal skills and leadership qualities.

To apply, please download an application form from our website www.sgn.co.uk 
or request one from jobs@sgn.co.uk Completed forms should be e-mailed to 
jobs@sgn.co.uk or returned by post to Human Resources on the top of the 
application from. Please quote reference number 1310EXT.

Applications must be received by closes of play on Friday 22 March 2013.

SGN is an equal opportunities employer

Competitive Salary + Subsidised Pension 
+ Private Health Care

Established for over 30 years the industry leading 
Fish Farmer Magazine is seeking an Editor with 
relevant industry experience.

Based in Edinburgh and Oban to ensure close 
liaison with our Edinburgh based sales team, 
the position will involve travel to constantly raise 
the profile of the magazine in this important fast 
developing industry. A company car will be made 
available. The candidate will also be responsible 
for the development of two websites fishupdate.
com and fishfarmer-magazine.com. 

Please supply a full CV with covering letter to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

EDITOR
Fish Farmer Magazine & Websites

Glen Nevis Holidays Ltd
HOLIDAY PARK WARDEN
Glen Nevis Holidays Ltd operates a substantial 
holiday park in stunning surroundings at the foot of 
Ben Nevis, near Fort William.

We are looking for a Warden to join our team and 
who can combine a passion for customer care 
along with technical skills which should include a 
maintenance capability on machinery, buildings, 
plumbing & electrical services.  A Driving Licence 
will be essential and tractor driving skills would be 
an advantage.  Position requires organisation and 
supervision of park operation, works and seasonal 
staff .

An attractive package with accommodation is 
off ered and an energetic couple would be ideal, 
other positions being available.

To apply, please send your CV to:

R J McCready, Glen Nevis Holidays Ltd, Glen Nevis, 
FORT WILLIAM, Inverness-shire PH33 6SX

Email: rmc@glen-nevis.co.uk
Tel: 01397 705181   www.glen-nevis.co.uk

Midton Acrylics Ltd, Lochgilphead
Customer Account Supervisor
We are looking for the right person to assist us with the 
account management of our expanding customer base. 
The successful applicant should possess excellent 
communication skills and be comfortable with multi-
tasking in a fast moving environment. Good numeracy 
skills and experience of working in a sales environment 

or another business discipline) is preferred but not 
essential. Full in-house training will be given.

Applications (covering letter and C.V.) should be submitted to; 
neil@midtonacrylics.co.uk

(For more information and/or an informal chat, 
contact Neil on 01546 602182 or email; 

neil@midtonacrylics.co.uk)
Closing date for applications is Tuesday March 26, 2013

Accounts administrator
Experienced Accounts administrator to 

join our Oban office team. 
Duties will include:

The successful candidate will have excellent numeration 
and communication skills and must be a good team player. 
Experience of Working in a similar role is essential. This is 
a varied and challenging role so candidates must be able to 
prioritise their own workload.
Experience of Word and Excel is essential.
Experience of book-keeping with SAGE 50 advantageous.
Competitive salary
This role is ideally suited to flexible working hours and part 
time hours/ job share Will be consider 

Sales Ledger: Posting sales invoices, allocating receipts
Purchase Ledger: Coding and posting purchase invoices & 
supplier payments.
Month and year end reconciliation & production of reports
VAT returns
Issuing monthly customer statements, debt collection
Other accounts related tasks  - dealing with customers, 
orders & enquiries & telephone reception

Gas Depot Clerk/Delivery Driver
Based at our Fort William & Oban Depot
This position is both challenging and varied the ideal candidate 
must hold a full driving license (ADR preferred)
Heavy lifting of gas bottles involved. You must have good 
customer care skills, pleasant telephone manner and be 
computer literate. You should be well organized and able to 
work on your own initiative.
All interested parties please phone 01631 566370 
ask for Graham Greenlees or alternatively 
e-mail: info@argyllresources.co.uk for an application form.

LGV Class II Driver
Based at our Fort William & Oban Depot

Bonnar Sand & 
Gravel Co Ltd

Has a full time vacancy for HGV 

Mechanic/Fitter
Pay negotiable depending on experience.

Apply in writing to: David Bonnar, 
Bonnar Sand & Gravel Co Ltd, 

Clachan Quarry, Cairndow PA26 8BH

CARE  HOME  MANAGER
We are a ten bedroom care home for the elderly.

The home is operated by a 
charitable trust and we require 

an experienced manager.
All applicants should have previous experience 

in care of the elderly.They must be a strong 
leader with good character and caring skills.

In return we will offer a competitive salary 
and full back up from our management 

board. You will work in a beautiful location 
in the village of Killin. 

Contact  -  Jim Cushley 
Falls of Dochart Retirement Home

Tele.  01567  820211    
E-Mail:jimcushley@midlix.com

Part-time
Administrator

Required for new Oban branch of estate agency. Up to 20 hours
per week, including alternate Saturdays and holiday cover.

General admin duties including, handling telephone calls,
client enquiries, booking of appointments, maintenance of

client records and liasing with agents.

Please apply with covering letter and CV
by email or to the address below:

WaterSide Property, 10 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, PA23 7DJ
info@watersideprop.com

Closing date - Friday 22nd March

FINANCE ASSISTANT
£13,000

Dawson Energy Limited (part of the 3sun Group), 
is one of the UK’s leading suppliers of skilled 
manpower to the renewable energy industry. 
We are involved with projects throughout the 
UK and Europe with offices located in Great 
Yarmouth, Oban, Aberdeen, Norway & Denmark.  
We are currently seeking a Finance Assistant to 
work alongside our Finance team at our Oban 
office. This position will include general finance 
administration tasks and inputting data in line with 
the Company’s current systems as well as other 
administration duties as required. The successful 
candidate will have previous experience of payroll 
and will be confident in using Sage, Excel, and 
other Microsoft packages including Word and 
Outlook, will hold a Business Administration NVQ 
preferable at level 3, or equivalent qualification, 
and will be experienced in working to deadlines.

A full job description is available on request. 
Applicants should apply in writing including their 
CV, preferably online to Julie.Lockhart@dawson-
energy.co.uk  or by post to J.Lockhart at the 
address below. Closing date for applications is 
28th March 2013.

Dawson Energy Limited, Glenshellach House, 
7e Glengallan Road, Oban, PA34 4HG

RECRUITMENT
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Business reporter:

Steven Flanagan  
sfl anagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Higher than anticipated costs on harvested fi sh have had a 
negative impact on the year-end fi gures. 

Full and part-time jobs created

Grant money will contribute towards a refurbishment of the building in 
Craighouse.

The Oban Times

Scottish Conservative environment 
spokesperson Jamie McGrigor.

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Seasonal Port Assistant 
(fi xed term contract)
£17,950 per annum (pro-rata) Ref 486-SB
40 hours per week
Oban Ferry Terminal

Applications are invited for the position of Seasonal Port Assistant based at the Oban Ferry Terminal.

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day responsibilities. 
Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of passenger/vehicle tickets, 
cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking and disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are 
expected to have a fl exible approach to working as shift and weekend work will be involved. 

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care.

The successful candidate must be able to commute to the Oban Ferry Terminal on a daily basis. 

If you are interested in this position, please respond by emailing your CV quoting reference 
number 486-SB no later than 20 March 2013 to: vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk, or mail to

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

North Argyll House 
Care Home

Bealach An Righ
Oban, PH34 5TG

Vacancy For A Care Assistant
Part Time/ Permanent Post

For Application Form & Job Description
Contact Manager Morag A Telfer

Tel: 01631 562168

NEVIS TAXIS
Fort William

Require
Full-time/
Part-time 
Drivers

Contact Jim 
07748 777184

THE CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

CROFT OCCUPANCY 
INITIATIVE

The Crofting Commission 
is proposing to terminate 
the tenancy of the following 
as absentee crofter under 
the terms of Section 22 of 
The Crofters (Scotland) Act 
1993.

Mr John H Lamont at Crofts 
11 and 16 Moss, Tiree 
(Case Nos: 1.22.25126 and 
1.22.25127).

Comments on the cases 
can be made to the Crofting 
Commission by any member 
of the crofting community 
within the locality of the land, 
within 21 days of the date of 
this newspaper.

Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW duties@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

www.highland.gov.uk

Town and Country Planning (Development Management
Procedure)(Scotland) Regulations 2008

Planning Application
Pre-Application Consultation

Highland Council Education, Culture & Sport Service are conducting a pre-application consultation
on the following development proposal:
Construction of a New Joint Campus Community Primary Schools and Community Facilities upon
the combined sites of the existing Caol Primary School and Community Centre. Both are located
at Glenkingie Street, Caol, Fort William.
Further information can be obtained from Highland Council, Housing & Property Service, Lochaber
House, High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EL. Opening hours are 9:00am to 5:00pm; Monday to
Friday.
Public exhibitions will be held at the following locations:
Caol Community Centre, Glenkingie Street, Caol, Fort William on Wednesday 27th March 2013,
Alexandra Hotel, The Parade, High Street, Fort William on Thursday 28th March 2013.
The exhibitions will be open between 11:00am and 7:00pm.
Anyone wishing to comment on the proposals after the events should do so by writing to Mr Ron
MacKenzie, Highland Council, Education, Culture & Sport Service, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness,
IV3 5NX by the 12th April 2013. Drop boxes will be available at both exhibitions.
PLEASE NOTE: No application has been submitted to the Highland Council in relation to this
proposal. Any comments made to the prospective applicant at this time are not
representations to the council and would not be considered as part of any future
application. If the prospective applicant subsequently submits a formal application for
planning permission there will be an opportunity to make representations on that
application to the Council.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/00557/FUL Lime Tree, Achintore Road
Fort William

Alterations and extension
to building

13/00649/FUL 21, B5 Ben Nevis Drive
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate
Fort William

Extension to existing
industrial unit

13/00765/PIP Land 60M West of 3
Stronaba, Spean Bridge

Erection of two houses

13/00828/FUL Heathercroft Development
Site, Connochie Road
Fort William

Temporary use of land as
contractors compound
including siting of 3no.
portacabins

Argyll Animal Aid
Annual General 

Meeting
To be held On 
Thursday 26th 
March 2013

At The 
Community Fire 
Station, Oban

At 7.30pm

PUBLIC NOTICES

Proposed Let of a Croft/Part of a Croft
Mr David M Colthart is applying to the Crofting Commission 
for consent to let the tenancy of part of the croft at Bar-
ranCultan, Kilmore & Kilbride, Argyll to Mrs Sandra Colthart 
of Barran Caltum House Appin Argyll PA38 4BB
If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner of a croft in 
the township, or if the Commission consider that you 
have a direct interest in this application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal in writing or some other 
permanent form to the Crofting Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW.
(e-mail info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk) within 28 days 
from the date of publication of the advert. 
Please note that any comments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would also be released under a 
Freedom of Information enquiry.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00037/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with attached 
garage, installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access 

Land North West of Crannaig Isle of 
Coll Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

13/00307/PP Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and 
erection of replacement dwellinghouse

Dererach Pennyghael Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA70 6HQ 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

13/00358/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
09/00725/DET (Erection of 2 dwellings and 
leisure building, formation of access and 
associated works)

Plots 1 and 2 Land South West of 
Dunstaffnage Marina Dunbeg Oban 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

13/00401/PP Alterations and change of use of garage 
to form class 1 retail unit (renewal of 
planning permission 07/00786/COU).

Hazelbank Motors Mill Lane Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4HA 

Oban Area Office

13/00440/PP Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse 
and installation of septic tank

Seabank Port Appin Appin Argyll 
and Bute PA38 4DE 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00332/PP Change of use of land for the siting of 
mobile catering trailer

The 1745 House Dunollie Ganavan 
Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5TT 

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Oban Times Sales Team
01631 568000

The Barn
Lerags, By Oban

Waiting  / Bar Staff Required
Experience not essential but preferred.

Please Phone 
01631 564618 for details
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HONDA CRV 
AUTO

£5750

Sport version 2 litre  petrol.47,000 miles, 
Excellent condition, MOT to Nov taxed April.

Call 01770 302843

MAZDA BT50 4X4 
DOUBLE CAB PICK UP

£5500 No Vat

Silver, First Reg Sept 2007, MOT Oct 2013, 85000 miles 
Locking canopy, Towbar, Good condition.

Tel: 07813 676748

£3500

54 plate, 6 months Tax, 
Full year MOT,

37,000 miles on clock.

Telephone: 
07789346020

RENAULT
LAGUNA
ESTATE

2008 RENAULT
MEGANE ESTATE

£2850 o.n.o.

5 door Dynamique Sport Tourer, Economical 1.6 petrol engine, 
40+ mpg, 70,000 miles, just had major service and MOT

Service history, CD player, air con, alloys, roof bars
Good condition inside and out.

Tel: 01586 830478

£1600 o.n.o.

Bike is in very good 
condition and only for 
sale due to lack of use.
Electric start and fully 
enclosed foot wells.

Call for more info
Tel:  07523 757640

SUZUKI LTZ 90CC 
KIDS QUAD BIKE

£1450 o.v.n.o.

69,559 miles on clock
Taxed July 2013, 
MOT Feb 2014.

Telephone: 
01880 820548

PEUGEOT 307 
RAPIER HDI 2LTR

Landrover
Defenders from 
1990 – 2012

 All Japanese pick-
ups 2 or 4 WD

Toyota, Landcruis-
ers, Hilux,

Mot’d or not
All models required

Contact
07787058277

WANTED
All types of motor 
homes & caravan-
ettes. Any age or 

condition. We also 
buy water dam-

aged or in need of 
repair. Also all types 
of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone : 
01250 884306

or mobile: 
07885 203020

WANTED

WANTED

All types of light com-
mercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high 

mileage, non-runners 
considered.

Also all types of 4x4 vehi-
cles, land rover, 
Toyota, etc…

Telephone : 
01250 884306 

or mobile: 
07885 203020

£995 o.n.o.

1 YEARS MOT, 63500 MILES, 
1300 CC PETROL.

A VERY NICE WEE CAR.

Telephone: 
07970408709

DAIHASTU
YRV 4X4

BESSACAR
625

£17,000

4 berth, taxed and mot’d 

Tel: 01546 605282

HONDA 
CR-V 

£5500

2.2 i-CDTI Executive, 56 Plate
Diesel, 6 speed manual, 

101k miles, FSH.

Tel: 07788 580086

£1500 o.n.o.

1995, Carnaby Crown 35’x12’, 
good condition throughout. 
Separate toilet and shower 

room, sited at Castle Sween, 
buyer must transport.

Telephone: 
07789 988368

email: alison.fulton2
@ntlworld.com

3 BED STATIC
CARAVAN

If you are looking for 
a new car or 4x4, 

please call or check

Lomond Car Centre, Tel: 01389 765666
www.lomondcarcentre.co.uk

Lomond Auto Centre, Tel: 01389 756655
www.lomondautocentre.co.uk

SPONSORS OF

MOTORING

£1300 o.n.o.

40k miles, 2 lady owners, 
3 months tax, 

6 months MOT.

Telephone: 
01866 822129

VAUXHALL ASTRA
1.6i CLUB ESTATE

£1300 o.n.o.

52 plate, diesel, 65mpg, 
cheap road tax, 

MOT end December.

Telephone: 
07789597092

PEUGEOT
307 HDI

£1750

£1,750 also 3 bike 
trailer for sale, 

sell individually or 
together.

Tel 07799 061357 
(Oban) or 

07514 088043 
(Aviemore)

KTM 125 
MOTOCROSS

BIKE

2005 BMW 320CD
M SPORT

£6150

Tax, MOT, 68K miles, 18” M sport alloys, FSH.
HPI clear, very clean car.

Call Gordon: 0780 335 3024

VW GOLF 2LTR S SDI
DIESEL

£6000

2007 - 32,000 MILES
IMMACULATE CONDITION THROUGHOUT, FULL SERVICE HISTORY

11 MONTHS MOT-6 MONTHS ROAD TAX

Tel: 01770 860311

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

West Coast property service

Glencruitten Drive, Oban

Ideal family home close to town 

3 bedrooms: kitchen: living room: 
bathroom: double glazing: electric storage 
central heating: patio with established 
garden and off-street parking.

OFFERS IN THE REGION
OF £130,000 Invited

West Coast property service

Furnished 
3 bedroom 

detached house 
with garden to 
let in Connel.
£650pcm + bills.

 Tel 
01631 710201

TO LET
Fully furnished one 
bedroom flat, Oban 

Town Centre, no 
DSS, no smoking, 

no pets, 

£475 + bills.

Telephone 
07779105670

WANTED
ON MULL
Property with 

around 20 acres of 
grazing land.

Ideally traditional 
house and 
buildings.

phone - 
email - 

£3500
fixed price

Recent service, inc. timing 
belt, 11 months MOT, 

tax till June. 66,000 miles, 
towbar, woodlined.

Telephone: 
07775 741642

VW CADDY
1.9D 2005

£2750 o.n.o.

V reg, 2 berth camper,
1.9 turbo diesel, power steering, 

Stimson Tirol model, pop up roof, on board 
water, cooker and hob,

240 electrics, 12 months MOT, 
6 months tax, 4 good tyres.

Telephone: 
07928 888128

FIAT
SCUDO

£1700 o.n.o.

T220 TDDi, LWB,  
5 months MOT,

6 months tax, 62,000 miles, 
first time starter,

very good condition, 
ready for work.

Telephone: 
07748 495501

03 FORD TRANSIT
CONNECT

£1200 + VAT.

8ft x 4ft twin axled, 
braked, ladder 
rack, checker 

plated floor, space 
wheel, very good 

condition.

Telephone: 
07766686460 or 
01866 844212

BATESON
TRAILER

£1700

1.2 meter wide 
cut, 16hp V-turn 
engine, full set of 
spare blades, has 

done very little 
hill work, in mint 

condition.

Telephone: 
07766686460 or 
01866 844212

WESSEX FAIL
2004, AF120

£1700 + VAT.

2003, fits a 
3CX or 5-8 lone 

digger, chisel 
90% left, had 
very little use.

Telephone: 
07766686460 or 
01866 844212

ARROW
HEAD ROCK

BRAKER, HB6T

Spacious two 
bedroom flat, in 
quiet location of 

Campbeltown, with 
views over-looking 

the loch.
£375 pcm + Utilities & 

Council tax
Priority given to long let

No DSS or smokers
Tel: 07788 537466

TO LET WANTED

MINI COOPER
PARK LANE EDITION

£5500

Year 06,  38,000Mls, 1 year MOT,
Full Leather Interior.

Tel: 01866 822519

JOHNSTON METALS
SCRAP MERCHANTS

3 Burnett Road • Inverness
CASH BUYERS OF ALL METALS

Copper Pipe, Wire and Tanks, 
Brass, Batteries, Lead, all types 

of Cable and all Scrap Metal.
TOP BUYER OF ALL SCRAP CARS
DODO PAYS THE BEST PRICE

Call Now on 01463 233005
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Contact Nadine on 
01631 568020
to book your space 

in the Motoring 
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• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

electrician

household goods

carports

mobility
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 

JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562

www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

stoves

window repairs

 A.W. R. 
AYRSHIRE WINDOW REPAIRS

WE REPAIR…
Failed & Misted Windows
Broken Handles & Hinges

 Windows Resealed
Conservatory & Patio Door Repairs.

Tel. 01560 320999
Mob. 07950 519495

www.windowrepairsayrshire.com

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.63 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16.55 per single column 
centimetre

Public Notices:
£10.90 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

WANTED
HARDY FISHING 

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

24 HOUR CALL OUT

24
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R 
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24 HOUR CALL OUT

WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

EXTENSIONS, RENOVATIONS 
& CONVERSIONS

PLASTERING & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

GROUNDWORKS • BUILDING
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY

STORM DAMAGE & INSURANCE WORK
SLATES PUT BACK FROM £40

Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

builders

windows & doors carpentry & joinery

alloy wheels

Dos would 
like to thank 
all family and 

friends for 
their gifts and 

cards and 
making it a 
great night.

PERSONALS

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1500

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot the
SHINTY BALL COMPETITION

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

M MacDonald
Lochnell Road, Dunbeg

M McCorkindale
Glengallan, Oban

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

6 RETRO VINTAGE LARGE MEAT 
Dishes, various designs including 
2 Willow Pattern ideal for dresser 
display.  They are vintage,  £49.99 
Telephone 01880 821126.
FABULOUS RETRO BONE CHINA 
Teaset, elegant set of 6 lilac cups, 

decoration. Complete with lilac jug 
& sugar bowl & cake plate,  £40 
Telephone 01880 821126.
OAK KITCHEN CHAIRS 4 Arts 
and Crafts high back kitchen 
chairs with heart detail,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 606880.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY ALARM Tomy baby alarm 
walkabout classic,  £10 Telephone 
07979 478659.
CHILD’S CAR SEAT Maxi-Cosi 
Priori XP, 9mths to 3 and half 
yrs, excellent condition,  £44.99 
Telephone 01631 563050.
CHILD’S CAR SEAT Maxi-Cosi 

yrs, excellent condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 563050.

bronze effect. 147cm L x 43cm W 
x 70cm H. Photo available,  £10 
Telephone 01631564886.
MACLAREN QUEST PUSHCHAIR 3 
reclining positions, extendable leg rest 
so great for sleeping, hood, shopping 
basket, and still lightweight,  £40 
Telephone 07971 970339.
MOTHERCARE 3IN1 WALKER 
CONVERT pink bouncer, walker, 
push along all-in-one. Good condition,  
£20 Telephone 07886 362627.
TRAVEL COT Graco Contour 
Electra, from birth, good condition, 
only used a couple of times,  £25 
Telephone 07886 362627.

BICYCLES
BIKE RACK Halfords bike rack 
universal,  £20 Telephone 07979 
478659.

BUILDING / DIY
LOFT LADDER original Ramsay 
AL2 aluminium loft ladder height 
2565mm to 2819mm, new 

included,  £49.99 Telephone 
01546 606880.
SHOWER RAIL wet room shower 
rail,  £20 Telephone 07979 478659.
YALE LOCK  barrel + 16 keys.  
Suitable for guest house or similar,  
£30 Telephone 07551 568655.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ROOF BARS for a Nissan X-Trail,  
£30 Telephone 01546 603865.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

PICNIC MELAWARE 48 PIECE 
dishes ideal for caravan, barbecue 
and outdoor use,  £25 Telephone 
079799 478659.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

BABY CARDIGANS seven, 
mostly handknits, in blue, 0 to 3 
months, the lot,  £5 Telephone 
01631 563050.

 CREELS

PRAWN CREELS 
Galvanised,

ready for immediate delivery, 
probably the best creels 

you will ever buy.  
Telephone 01381 622383.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

BUILT UNDER ELECTRIC 
DOUBLE Oven, Lamona, 
stainless steel, 1 fan assisted and 
one conventional oven, used for 
11 months, 1 year guarantee still 
to run, excellent condition,  £100 
Telephone 01631 720224.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE DOG good natured 5 year 
old collie dog, useful for in-bye 
work or make nice pet.  Telephone 
01546 810286.

 FARMING
EQUIPMENT

1000 LTR FUEL TANK free to uplift, 
previously used for storing diesel, 
cap is missing, but can easily be 
replaced, uplift from Melfort Pier.  
Telephone 01852 200333.

 FURNITURE
BUNK BEDS metal frames, in 
excellent condition, with one 
mattress included.  Stripped 
down and ready to go.  Delivery 
possible,  £49.99 Telephone 
01583 441135 or 07825 745208.
COMPUTER TABLE Beech 
effect. Glass front. Room for 

Photo available,  £10 Telephone 
01631564886.
PINE BUNK BEDS complete with 
two new mattresses,  £49.99 
Telephone 01880 820480.
SINGLE OAK BEDSTEADS X 
2 curved head and low foot end 
bedsteads (Dreamworks “Naples”) 
with fully sprung beech slatted 
platforms. VGC. £80 each bed,  
£80 Telephone 07971 970339.
TELEVISION UNIT lovely dark 
wood television unit, take up to 
47inch TV, room for Sky box, DVD 
and all DVD’s,  £25 Telephone 
01688 302154(Tobermory).
TOP QUALITY GAINSBURGH 
upholstered chair bed, spring 
mattress, beige covering, seldom 
used, cost new £1000,  £600 
Telephone 01546 886355.
VINTAGE SMALL SOLID WOOD 
Bureau, drop down writing 
flap (leather ins) post slots 2 
drawers, 3 draws cabriole legs, 
H40” 17”D 30” W. Buyer collects 
Tarbert,  £49.99 Telephone 
01880 821126.
WOODEN SLATTED 
BEDSTEADS two single 
Dreamworks ‘Naples’ curved 
head and low foot end with fully 
sprung beech slatted platforms. 
Oak. VGC,  £100ono Telephone 
07971 970339.

GARDEN
6 X 8 GREENHOUSE a good 
quality and sturdy greenhouse.  
Approx. 14 panes missing. Easily 
dismantled, includes shelves,  £49 
Telephone 01546 830104.

GARDEN MACHINERY
CHAINSAW, BRUSHCUTTER 
and Hedge Trimmer, all Mitox 
petrol powered. Midg-it midge 
machine with gas bottle.  Call 
for details,  Telephone 01546 
810008.
STRIMMER HONDA UMK422 4-
stroke (no oil to mix), wide handles, 
harness, line & brushcutter blade 
included, works well, reliable & 
easy to start.,  £49.99 Telephone 
07748 038584.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

VINTAGE ART DECO BERRY 
Electric inset Fire, height 22.5” & 
20” wide at front, back Inset 12” 
wide and 6.5”deep. Has been 
rewired is working.  Buyer collects, 
Tarbert,  £49.99 Telephone 01880 
821126.
VINTAGE RADIATOR cast iron 
radiator vgc in use until end of last 
year 13x13x34 ins, in 15 ribs of 9 
cols each ,  £49.99ono Telephone 
07788 943951 or 01631 570502.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Baby Blue & Baby Pink 
colours in stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
DOUBLE MATTRESS - AS 
NEW 3 months old, in perfect 
condition and hardly used. Forty 
winks “Denver” from Argos,  £49 
Telephone 01546 510282.
OAK LAMP TABLE complete 
with storage drawer, size 600 x 
600 x 500mm high, immaculate 
condition.  £30 Telephone 01631 
570190.

HOME OFFICE
2 DRAWER FILING CABINET 
black, wood, downsizing,  
£49.99ono Telephone 01546 
600045.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BASIN TAPS new boxed hot and 
cold Bristan taps chrome, bargain 

01631 720369.
CAST IRON BATH  buyer uplifts,  
£49.50ono Telephone 01631 
564619.

IKEA KITCHEN Adel birch 
kitchen, ex condition Hob unit 3 
ss drawers, oven unit and 3base 
units.  Can email  photo,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 720369.
IKEA KITCHEN Adel birch 
panelled ex condition, 7 wall 
units. Photos can be emailed with 
stainless steel modern handles,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 720369.
IKEA KITCHEN Adel Birch sink 
unit, 3 base units, carousel and 
pull out larder, can email photo, ex 
cond,  £49.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.

 LIVESTOCK
PEACOCKS & PEAHENS last 
year’s chicks.  Telephone 01631 
720311.
PULLETS brown or black or pure 
breed, ducks, geese, feeders, 
drinkers, hen sheds.  Telephone 
01470 572213.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Always a popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed in 
this handy and conveniently sized 

or as a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
MARINE VHF RADIO Swftech 
M168, excellent condition,  £49ono 
Telephone 07748 994834.

 MISCELLANEOUS
CHAINSAW BOOTS Oregon 
Yukon 2, chainsaw protective 
wellies, size 9,  £20 Telephone 
07780 795870.

 MOBILITY
HAND RAIL GRIPS 3 white plastic 
18in grab rails, non slip designed 
for bathroom shower etc,  £15 
Telephone 07979 478659.

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG GUARD designed for 
Vauxhall Astra, cost over £100 
new, perfect condition,  £45 
Telephone 07780 795870.

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD 
zinc, stainless, all types cable, 
household and armoured, top 
prices paid.  Telephone 07770 
724851 or 07788 961791².
SCRAP METAL all types of scrap 
metal, we uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 or 
07787 991636.
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Telephone: 01631 562562   Fax: 01631 562203
Email: damunn.oban@hotmail.co.uk

Website: www.munns-oban.co.uk

Breadalbane Street, Oban, PA34 5NZ

24 hour family run business  
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and Son. 

We carry out services for all denominations, as well as humanist services.

D & A Munn have been responding to the needs of the bereaved in 
Oban and the surrounding areas since 1880, 

a tradition we are very proud of.

Coping  with Bereavement

Dochas Centre
Bringing together people who care

Dochas Macmillan Counselling Skills Service

Offering support to people and their families who are 
living with long term/terminal illness or bereavement

We are a member of COSCA (Counselling and 
Psychotherapy in Scotland)

For more information or to make an appointment contact 
the  Dochas Centre, Lochgilphead or telephone on 01546 

605261/600022
Supported by Macmillan Cancer Support

NO MATTER what life throws at you, losing a loved 
one is one of the most diffi  cult things to deal with. At 

times like this, it’s good to know you’re never alone.
Like any emotional trauma, grief can manifest itself in a 
number of diff erent ways and there is no wrong or right 
method to come to terms with events.
Some may feel confusion or disbelief, while others can be 
angry or even feel guilt at something they could do nothing 
to prevent.
Loneliness, anxiety, fatigue or even a sense of numbness are 
also common emotions and nothing to be alarmed about. 

It is not unusual either to experience physical symptoms; 
with headaches, lethargy, muscle tremors and even dizziness 
common experiences. 
Th e truth is there is no hard and fast rule on how to deal 
with a loss and what you will feel in doing so. 
Th ere are, however, a number of diff erent ways in which you 
can help yourself through these tough times, allowing you to 
get on with life while preserving those treasured memories 
in a way that lets you look back with fondness and a smile.
Something many people fi nd benefi cial is talking to friends 
and family, recounting memories and sharing stories that 

summed up the character of the person no longer with 
them.
Such discussions remind everyone why the bereaved was so 
loved in the fi rst place and why they enriched your life and 
that of those around you.
In a similar vein, some may consider making a tribute of 
some kind to help pay their respects in a physical of sym-
bolic way.
With that in mind, the funeral can be one of the most 
important parts of the grieving process. 
Funeral directors will take care of the practical arrangements 

and guide you through the selection of fl owers, 
music and order of events, helping make the 
poignant occasion refl ect your wishes. But most 
of all, the funeral off ers a 
chance to say goodbye while sharing memories, 
experiences and anecdotes with friends and fam-
ily - a true celebration of a person so important 
to so many.

Andrew Anderson
& Sons

Funeral Services
24 hour Services

All funeral aspects covered

Monumental Services

Prepaid Funeral plans available

Address: 14 Camp Place, Callander

Telephone: (01877) 330398 / 330567  Fax: (01877) 331079

Email: aanderson.funeraldirectors@googlemail.com

Rest room address: Glenartney Road, Callander

Here at the Ben Nevis Hotel, we understand that 

TheBen Nevis
Hotel

- Life Coaching
- Psychic Medium 
- Spiritual Healing 

- Reiki - Tarot
“Enlightening others to 
succeed through life’s 

challenges”
7 Drumfada Terrace, Corpach, 

Fort William, PH33 7JT
Tel: 01397 772247 or 07903292015

A Happy Medium
Derek McGillivray

THE MUCH loved woman in 
charge of running Oban Marina 
passed away last week following 
a short illness.

Susan Deacon, 43, held the 
post of operations director at the 
marina where she had worked 
for more than six years.

Sue was loved by all: berth-
holders; colleagues; regular 
visitors and her many friends 
and business contacts in and 
around Oban.

She will be remembered for 
her ever-present enthusiasm 
and wit, as well as her tireless 
energy, big welcoming smile 
and non-stop hard work to make 
sure she looked after all aspects 
of running the popular marina 
on the Isle of Kerrera.

Having taken on the role of 

previously, the marina went into 
receivership and the new owners 
made Sue the director of opera-
tions last February. 

She worked hard with the new 
owners to ensure its continued 
success and development, 
always striving to offer the best 
customer service and to welcome 
sailors from all over the world, 
as well as those closer to home.

She was responsible for the 
day-to-day running of the ma-
rina and boatyard under Oban 
Marina and Yacht Services Ltd, 
a wholly owned subsidiary of 
The North Ledaig Co Ltd.

Owner, Peter Weir, wife Katy 
and son Tim all expressed their 
sorrow and gratitude to Sue for 

Laughing and happy, Sue 
Deacon in yellow. ‘This 

photograph shows Sue as she 
was,’ says Peter Weir, owner 

of Oban Marina. ‘Mixing with 
visitors to ensure they enjoyed 

their stay.’

commitment to the marina.
Peter said: ‘We have known 

Sue and her former husband 
Neil Price for many years as they 
worked for us at the caravan park 
before we bought Oban Marina. 

‘Both continued to work at 
the marina and Sue had the full 
responsibility for running it on a 
daily basis when we took over. 

‘She ensured the continued 
popularity and success of the 
business with her enthusiasm 
and sheer physical hard work.  
She was fun, hard working and 
vivacious; a wonderful lady who 
set a real example for us all.’

Sue Deacon - an appreciation

MEMBERS of Oban Lorn 
Resource Centre have been 
celebrating after receiving cer-

pleting a variety of courses.
Presentation

The 25 students completed 
courses including computing, 

tion from James Watt College 
in Greenock.

They were presented with 

Boyle, the college’s curriculum 

manager, at the resource centre 
in February.

Mhairi Still, one of the 
students, said: ‘I was over-
whelmed. My family came to 

and magazine.’
James Watt College has 

worked in partnership with 
Argyll and Bute Council for 
several years to provide an out-
reach service offering quality 
courses for people with learning 

disabilities who live in the Oban 
area.

Anne Horn, lead councillor 
for adult services, said: ‘I would 
like to congratulate the Lorn 
Resource Centre students on 
their achievements. 

‘A great deal of effort and hard 
work by the students assisted by 
their tutors goes into completing 
these courses. We appreciate 
the continuing commitment to 
this valuable service by James 
Watt College.’ Oban’s Lorn Resource Centre students proudly display their certifi cates

Oban Lorn Resource Centre
Students’ success at James Watt College

THE ANNUAL dinner for 
former pupils of Oban High 
School took place last weekend 
with old pals catching up over 
some fond memories.

Guest speaker
This year’s event was the 46th 

dinner organised by the Oban 
High School Former Pupils 
Association and was held in 
Glasgow’s Crowne Plaza Hotel.

Guest speaker on the evening 
was Bob McCulloch who 
shared his tales of ‘Old Oban’ 
including insights into how the 
old school building developed. 
Mr McCulloch also displayed 
photos of pupils and teachers 
from his era at the school.

Ruth Oliver, from the Former 

Pupils Association, said: ‘We 
had a very successful evening; 
great food, good company, 
dancing and a fantastic talk 
from Bob McCulloch about 
‘Old Oban’.

‘The years were well repre-
sented on the night and everyone 
enjoyed catching up and making 
new connections.’

As in previous years, the 
association will donate a sum 
of money to the school for an 
academic prize. 

Next year’s dinner will be 
on March 8 and anyone who is 
interested should contact Ruth 
Oliver on rutholiver@rutholiver.
plus.com so they are included in 
the circulation list.

Oban High School former 
pupils hold annual reunion

Some of the Oban High School former pupils who gathered in Glasgow

Fort William Cricket Club members and friends enjoyed a night 
of horse racing, drinks and laughs at a fundraising race night on 
Friday. The event, held in the Volunteer Arms, was organised to 
raise funds for both the club and the Belford Hospital with well 

over £1,000 pulled in. As well as the horse races, a raffl  e was also 
held. Club chairman Derek Spencer and captain Kevin O’Meara 

are pictured placing their bets with ‘bookie’ John Ferguson 
- 20_f11race01

Cricketers host race night

THERE is ‘no delay’ on the 
project to roll out next generation 
broadband across the Highlands 
and Islands, according to the 
body set to roll the scheme out.

Highlands and Islands Enter-

stages of agreeing a contract 
with BT to roll out the £120mil-
lion upgrade, with work due to 
start this year.   

HIE has also received a £10mil-
lion boost from Broadband 
Delivery UK for a pilot project 
to roll out the scheme.

HIE’s comments come after 
Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 
criticised what he says is a fresh 
delay between BT and HIE sign-
ing a deal for the work, claiming 
it was supposed to have been 
done in August last year.

A spokeswoman for HIE said: 
‘There is no delay on the poten-
tial start date for this project, 
our aim has always been to 
begin next generation broadband 
rollout in 2013 and we remain on 
course to achieve this.’

‘No delay’ with 
broadband

ISLAY’S newest working 
distillery is beginning to emerge 
from the shadows of its larger 

mation of a £450,000 bank loan 
to build a new store room.

Kilchoman Distillery, which 
went into production in 2005 and 
now produces around 120,000 li-
tres of alcohol annually, secured 
the loan from the Clydesdale 
Bank last week. 

Its new store is currently being 
built at Conisby.

The investment has been wel-
comed by the distillery, which 

is currently loaning cask space 
at three other sites on Islay and 
had been struggling to obtain a 
bank loan to meet its increased 
production.

‘Growing rapidly’
Distillery manager John 

MacLellan said: ‘With the 
help of the Clydesdale Bank 
we can build an asset that will 
completely change the way we 
run things.

‘The investment moves us up 
to a stage where we are more in 
control of our own destiny.

‘We have stock at distilleries 
all over the island: Port Ellen, 
Bowmore and Bruichladdich. 
We are grateful to these compa-
nies for being so helpful because 
the industry is booming and 
everyone is crying out for more 

storage space.
‘But we are looking forward to 

getting all our stock under our 
own roof. Kilchoman is grow-
ing rapidly and we are looking 
to increase our output by up to 
6,000 cases this year.’

Kilchoman Distillery had a 
turnover of £1.6million last year 
and employs 16 permanent staff, 
along with some seasonal staff 
during the spring and summer 
months. 

Its whiskies are now sold in 30 
markets worldwide, including 
Canada, the US, Taiwan and 
Japan. 

Anthony Wills, managing di-
rector of Kilchoman Distillery, 
said: ‘Launching a new distillery 

constantly need to invest in stor-
age because the spirit must be 
matured for several years before 
it can be sold as single malt. 

‘Even though the business is 
growing, some banks ran a mile 
when we sought investment. 
Clydesdale Bank, on the other 
hand, was willing to listen to 
our needs and was prepared to 
support us.

Hamish Boag, Clydesdale 
Bank’s head of business and pri-
vate banking for the Highlands 
and Islands, said: ‘As a newcom-
er to the industry, Kilchoman 
Distillery may be a small player 
but it punches above its weight, 
earning a number of plaudits for 
its wonderful single malts, and 
achieving growing sales both at 
home and overseas.’

Islay distillery moves ahead with 
storeroom expansion plan

BUDDING brides-to-be were 
ushered into Oban’s Congrega-
tional Church Hall on Saturday 
– but not for nuptials.

Debut appearance
Travelling bridal shop Blue 

Garter Bridal made its debut 
in the town in the church’s hall, 
taking with it a range of dresses 
and accessories for those lucky 
women soon to tie the knot.

But after a superb response 
from locals on Friday and 
Saturday, the company admits it 
could be tempted to have a per-
manent presence in the town.

Travelling to the town from 
Teeside were Karen Armstrong 
and Erica Thompson. 

Encouraging 
Karen admits the response 

was encouraging, but admits 
frustration at not being able to 
secure commercial premises 
for the event, with estate agents 
failing to respond to a request to 
hire a shop for three days.

She said: ‘We had a really 
busy morning. 

‘From what we gather there’s 
nothing like this in the local 
area at all so lots of people 
dropped in.

 ‘We had actually tried to get a 
shop but none of the local estate 
agents got back to us which was 
a bit disappointing.  

‘High Streets are changing but 
how do you attract business if 
you don’t welcome it?  Maybe 
someone tries something like 
this and wants to turn it into a 
permanent shop? 

shops.’
Such was the response from 

the company’s two days in 
Oban – and a day on Seil on 
Sunday – that Karen and Erica 
are already set to return.

Karen said: ‘We will come 
back again in July and we’re go-
ing to do a Jingles-style fashion 
show in the future.’

Travelling bridal shop success
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR 
THE WEST HIGH-
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

GRADUATIONS

Ann M MacDonald, Lochboisdale, Isle of South 
Uist, recently graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh with Master of Education (M.Ed) in 

School Leadership and Management.

BIRTHS
GRANT - Duncan and Lynn 
Grant are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of Cameron 
Kenneth, a little brother for 
Freya. Born on February 25 
at R.A.H, Paisley. Another 
grandchild for Hughie, Kathleen, 
Kenny and Emma. Many thanks 
to Oban and R.A.H midwives.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
DUNCAN - Anne, daughter 
of John and Gill Bachelor 
(Warmington, Northants), 
congratulations on our ninth 
wedding anniversary, from your 
loving husband William, son 
of the late Thomas and the late 
Anne (Lyons) Duncan, (Dunbeg, 
Oban). Married in Warmington 
Church on 12/03/04.

DEATHS
CLARK – Sadly on March 
10, Alice, in her 67th year, 
passed away at the Lynn of 
Lorn Care Home. Daughter of 
the late Oonta and Pete, sister 
of the late Isa, Jean, Oozie and 
Pal, and loving sister of Amy, 
Duncan and Alex. A loved and 
treasured wee lady. XxX
DEACON - Suddenly, on  March 
6, 2013, at The Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, Susan Lisa, 
(Oban Marina), beloved partner 
of Robin, loving daughter, sister 
and friend to many.  Will be 
sadly missed by all, especially 
in the yachting community.  
A celebration of her life will 
take place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Breadalbane 
Street, Oban, on Tuesday March 
26, 2013 at 10.30 a.m. followed 
by cremation at Cardross 
Crematorium at 3.15 p.m. to 
which all friends are invited.
HILL – May died at the RAH 
Paisley on March 7, 2013, 
wife of the late Robert Hill. 
Sadly missed by her family 
and her partner Dougie. The 
funeral will be held at Wood-
side Crematorium, Paisley on 
Friday, March 15 at 3pm and a 
memorial service at Inveraray 
Church on March 22 at 1pm. 
All welcome.
JORDAN - Suddenly at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital on Monday 
March 11, 2013, Joseph Jordan 
aged 87 years, Cairnbhan, North 
Connel, beloved husband of 
Dolly (nee Livingstone), dear 
father of Neil, Lorna and Ian, a 
loving father-in-law, grandfather 
and great grandfather.  Sorely 
missed.
MACINTYRE – Suddenly, 
at his home, 11 Sinclair Drive, 
Lochgilphead, James (Jim) 
MacIntyre, aged 50 years, much 
loved dad of Allan, cherished 
son of Nan and the late Eachan 
MacIntyre and dear brother of 
Iain and Margaret, loving uncle 
and cousin to all the family, a 
good friend, dear neighbour 
and work colleague to many.  
Funeral service will be held in 
Kilchrenan Parish Church, at a 
date and time to be announced.
MALLOY - Peacefully at home 
on March 5, 2013 after a short 
illness James Lyons Malloy 
(Jimmy), of Tobermory, aged 
72 years, beloved husband of 
Eileen, proud dad of Jacqueline, 
Amanda and Alan, devoted 
Seanair and ‘Shipmate’ of 

and Lori- Lou. Funeral service 
was held at Beadoun Cemetery 
on the March 12. ‘Here he lies 
where he longed to be; Home is 
the sailor, home from the sea’.
SMITH – On March 8, 2013, 
suddenly but peacefully, at 
Freeman Hospital, Newcastle on 
Tyne, Dugald Mitchell Smith, in 
his 85th year, beloved husband 
of the late Jessie Munro, much 
loved father of Lorna, Maureen, 
Sheena and the late Iain, a dearly 
loved grandfather and great 
grandfather.  Funeral service at 
Tarbert Free Church on Friday, 
March 15 at 12 noon, interment 
thereafter at Carrick Cemetery, 
to which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited.  Family 

if desired, for British Heart 
Foundation.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CAMERON - The family 
of the late Sheena Cameron 
would like to thank family 
and friends for their kindness 
and support during the last 
few weeks.  Special thanks 
to Rev. Margaret Millar and 
Rev. Robert Brookes for 
their kind words.  Also to D 
& A Munn for all their help 
and professionalism during 
a difficult time.  The sum of 
£742.69 was very generously 
donated for the A & E 
Department at The Western 
Infirmary, Glasgow.
KNOWLES – Gary Knowles 
and family would like to thank 
everybody for their kindness 
and overwhelming support 
following the very sudden 
death of Sarah on February 
12, 2013. A special thanks to 
the emergency services who 
attended, for their kindness 
and professional manner. A 
special thanks and gratitude 
to Ian and all at D&A Munn, 
the Rev Donald MacKinnon 
for a very moving service, 
and thank you to all who 
came to show their respects 
at the church and graveside. 
Thank you also for the 
wonderful flowers and for 
the donations to the British 
Heart Foundation which 
raised £805.

MEMORIAMS
BLACK - 16/5/1990 - 
13/3/2009.
Cherished, happy and loving 
memories of my precious son 
Fraser.
Forever in my heart.
Miss you more than ever
Lots of love always.
- Mum xxx.  
Miss you Fraser.
Lots of love.
- Gregory and Ruaridh xx.
Forever in our thoughts
Miss and love you.
-  May, Gagae, Grumpy and 
Auntie Lesley xxx.
BLOOR - In loving memory 
of Margaret, who passed 
away on March 12,1999.
-  Jimmy, Cathy and family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Mary, who died March 16, 
2007 also our dear father 
James (Jimmy), who died 
January 21,1999.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Gordon and Hazel.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Helen, who so 
sadly died before her time on 
March 15, 2012.
So truly missed by all who 
loved her so dearly.
Never forgotten and forever 
in our thoughts.
- Cookie, Martin, Kirsty and 
family.
CLARK- In precious 
memory of our much loved 
daughter, sister, mum and 
aunt, Margaret Macdonald, 
who was taken from us on 
March 9, 1997.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure 
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never. 
-  Love Mum, Dad, Aileen, 
Marilyn, Matthew, Natalie, 
Carrie-Anne, Caroline, 
Robert, Craig, Sharree and 
Darren.
COUTTS – Treasured 
memories of my dear mother, 
Ishbel, who died on March 8, 
1992, my dear father, Alex 
died on June 17, 1976, my 
aunt Jean, died on October 
26, 1988 and my brother 
Alistair died November 2, 
2007. 
Precious memories never 
fade away.
- Cathie, Inverness.
DUFF – In loving memory of 
Allan Duff, beloved husband, 
father and grandfather, who 
died March 14, 2003. 
You will always live on in 
our hearts and minds.
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Mary (Calac), who passed 
away March 17, 2012
Always remembered and very 
sadly missed.
R.I.P. 
- Jimmy x
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
aunt Mary (Calac), who 
passed away March 17, 2012
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts.
R.I.P.
- Margaret, Kirsteen, Stephen 
and Zander.
FORSYTH - In loving 
memory of a dear sister Calac, 
auntie and great auntie May, 
who died March 17, 2012.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Ronnie, Kathleen and 
family, Ballachulish, East 
Kilbride and Bridge of Earn.
HOGG  CAMERON
- Remembering our dear 
brother and uncle Alistair, 
who died March 17, 2008.
Time passes, memories stay
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Sister Grace, Colin, Shiona, 
Colin, David and Serena.
LAFFERTY – In loving 
memory of our Da, John 
Joseph, who passed away 
March 15, 1989.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Denise and Kerry.
MACDONALD – Cherished 
memories of my darling 
husband Andrew, died March 
13, 2010. 
Sorely and sadly missed. 
- Your loving wife Margaret.

MACEACHERN - Always 
remembering our dear cousin 
Morag, who passed away 
March 15, 2012.
So many happy memories
Missed so much.
- Nancy, John and families.
MACGILLIVRAY- In 
loving memory of Hector a 
dear husband and father, who 
died March 18, 2007.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mora and Joy.
MACKENZIE - Twentieth 
anniversary.  In loving 
memory of Iain, a dear father 
and papa, who passed away 
March 13, 1993.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Catherine, Christine, Jim, 
Jamie and Gavin.
MACPHAIL - In memory of 
Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen.
MACPHAIL -Precious 
memories of John, who died 
so tragically on March 15, 
1995.
Loved and missed always.
- Dad and Mary x.
NICHOLSON – In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
Jessie who died March 11, 
2000. Loved and remembered 
every day. 
- From all the family.
OMAND - Treasured 
memories of a loving mother, 
mother-in-law and precious 
nana Cathie, Isle of Tiree, 
who sadly passed away on 
March 14, 2008.
We miss you in so many 
ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
And then when old times we 
do recall
It’s then we miss you most 
of all.
- Rosemary, Ina, John, 
Murray, Norma and families, 
Tiree, Lewis and Renfrew.
REFFIN – In loving memory 
of Annie Reffin, loving wife, 
mum and granny who died 
March 16, 2011.
We love you and will miss 
you forever.
- Peter and family.
RENNIE - In loving 
memory of dearest mum 
Mary Elizabeth Rennie (née 
Robertson), one time of 
Oban.
Always in our hearts dear 
mum.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Angela and son-in-
law David.
SCOTT – In loving memory 
of my dear husband Jimmy, 
father and granddad, died 
March 14, 2005 who will 
never be forgotten. 
- Family home and away.
WEATHERALL – In 
memory of Jack a dear uncle, 
who died March 6, 2010. You 
left a place no one can fill. 
Always in my thoughts.
- Baldy.
WYLIE – Willie. In loving 
memory of a dear husband, 
dad, grandad and great-
grandad, “Called Home” 
March 16, 2012. Lovingly 
missed every day by wife 
Lilian and all the family. 
“Till we meet”.

BRAIDWOOD -  On 
Wednesday, February 27, 

2013 our mum Mabel lost her 

Mum struggled really hard 
with her painful illness and 
in the end it was too much 
for her. Mum’s service was 
held on March 4, 2013 at St. 

Columba’s Cathedral. We 
would like to say thank you 

to all family, great neighbours 
and friends, Hilary Brown, 

community nurses, the 
Catholic Community and 

especially Fr James who was 
with mum throughout her 

illness. We don’t think mum 
would have been able to cope 
without your spiritual words 
and also for giving our mum 

Mass. To all who attended 
mum’s service and went to the 
graveside, all who sent cards 

again for playing the pipes 
for mum as he did for dad 

18 weeks ago and the Hoey 
family. Thank you.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 17th March 2013

Passion Sunday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ..........08.00
Family Sung Eucharist ..10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki McNelly, Provost.

(01631) 562323
St. James, Ardbrecknish, 

Cladich
Holy Eucharist ...........15.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Matins .............................11.00
St Columba,

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...............09.30

Thursday 21 March 2013
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Morning Prayer and
Eucharist.........................09.30

CHURCH NOTICES

HAS the universe existed forev-
er?  The big question has vexed 

Einstein, believing in a stable, 
eternal universe, invented a 
mysterious force of cosmic 
repulsion to counteract gravity. 
Edwin Hubbleoverturned Ein-
stein’s theory when he showed 
that the universe is not stable 
but rapidly expanding, like 
shrapnel from and exploding 

shell. This observation points 
to a beginning, what Stephen 
Hawking called thepoint of 
particularity, when the universe 

-
uring theafterglow of the ‘big 
bang’, the cosmic microwave 
background, conclude that the 
beginninghappened 13.7 billion 
years ago.

But what happened before the 

‘big bang’?
Science has no knowing 

because at the point of particu-

invalid. True there are many 
theories; oneenvisagesuniverses 

high energy vacuum. But that 
theories author, Vilenkin, re-
cently acknowledgedthat even a 
vacuum must have a beginning. 

Science and theology are 

coming together to point to a 
deep mystery, the creation of 
a universe which did not exist 
before its creation. 

Christians believe that the 
revealed Word, Jesus, the Son 
of God created the universe. 
This is beyond our human 
understanding; it is a mystery 
before which we can only stand 
amazed with awe and wonder. 
David James

In the Beginning?
Thought for the week

THE DEATH of Roderick Mac-
Rae, 6 Ceann and Uib, Plockton, 
in Broadford hospital on 17th 
February just a week after being 
diagnosed with cancer, cast 
a gloom over the village and 
shocked and saddened his many 
friends.

Dick, as he was known to all, 
was born at Tigh Beag Rhu 
Plockton on 12th August 1946 
along with his twin sister Ann, 
the last of six children.

Despite having a congenital 
hip defect, Dick was keen on 
sports and although wearing 
a leg brace in his early years 
he often discarded it so that he 
could play football, badminton 
and sail, and even shinty. He 
also refereed and was a lines-
man.

Dick learned to weave while 

house in Cooper Street, Plock-
ton and later at various places, 
including Lewis Castle College 
Stornoway, in Alexandria with 
Antartex and also Morar and 
Galashiels.

-
son in the country to complete 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, which included swim-
ming and running.

He also joined the Royal Ob-
server Corps at 15 and served 
in it until its disbandment in the 
1980s.

Dick was a member of the 
Plockton Small Boat Sailing 
Club for over 25 years, being 
assistant timekeeper and vice-
commodore and was the club’s 
commodore in 1974.

He also co-wrote a book to 
celebrate the club’s 50th an-
niversary and donated the Islay 
Trophy named after his daugh-
ter, to the club to commemorate 
the event.

Dick was also a member of the 
Lochalsh Branch of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland, who 

laid a poppy wreath on his grave. 
He was also an active member 
of Plockton Bridge Club.

At the age of 14, Dick became 
interested in traditional and 
Scottish dance music after at-
tending the Usher hall to see the 
Clancy Brothers and Tommy 
Mackem.

Dick became Plockton Hall 
keeper for some years and 
enjoyed the dances with the 
leading bands at the time who 
played at the venue.

In 1975 at the age of 32 he met 
Liz and within 10 weeks they 
were married. They had two 
girls, Islay in 1979 and Rona 
nine years later.

After two years in Alexandria, 
where Dick was working as 
a weaver with Antartex, they 
came back to Plockton.

pump attendant in Kyle before 
securing employment at the 

helicopter baggage man and 
then as a storeman for 20 years. 
Major hip surgery forced him to 
retire at 59.

Not that Dick ever retired 
from weaving and he continued 
to work in the hut behind his 
house with music blaring out 
loud and clear.

It wasn’t easy for him but due 
to his amazing determination 
and stoicism, overcoming 
constant pain and disability, he 
made hundreds of tartan rugs 
with the label ‘Designed and 
hand-woven in Plockton by 
Dick.’  Latterly he visited John 
Don MacKenzie, osteopath in 
Dornie every month.

In the past few years Dick 
made many rugs for various 

and many of these groups are 
associated with music, includ-
ing Ceolas, Feis an Eilean, 
the Frankie Kennedy Music 
Festival in Donegal and the Wil-

liam Kennedy Piping Festival in 
Armagh, which Dick and his 
two daughters have attended 
for the last few years. He even 
went last November, which was 
a great effort on Dick’s part.

Dick loved it – the festival is 
organised by Brian Vallely, the 

over for Dick’s funeral along with 
several others from Armagh. 
Such was Dick’s popularity in 
that part of the world.  

In 2006 he was invited over 
for the 40th anniversary of the 
festival. That year the special 
guest piper was Dougie Pincock 
of the Plockton Music School 
who played at Dick’s funeral.

Dick made many rugs for his 
musician friends, including 
Alan Henderson who wrote a 
tune called ‘Dick MacRae the 
Weaver’. Alan also attended the 
funeral.

Even at Victoria Park Ding-
wall, the home of Ross County 
Football Club, Dick’s rugs are 
on show in the boardroom and 
at the main reception in a tartan 
that Dick created.

Dick spent the last three weeks 
of his life in Broadford Hospital, 

Plockton weaver Dick MacRae at work on his loom  
a place he knew well having been 
there many times over the last 
few years, and he appreciated 
the care, love and compassion 
he received there. He was a very 
popular patient.

His popularity was evident 
by the fact that over 300 people 
crowded into Plockton Free 
Church on a lovely sunny 
morning with several standing 
outside, making it one of the 
largest funerals ever seen in the 
village.

The eulogy by Rev. Angus Ad-
amson from Arran, who had met 
Dick in Ireland, was enjoyed and 

A trio of musicians from the 
Music School played a lament at 
the end of the service.

The collection shared between 
the Music School and Broadford 
Hospital totalled £1,700.

Burial took place at Balmacara 
Cemetery. 

Sympathy is expressed to 
his wife Liz, daughters Islay 
and Rona, brother Charlie in 
Plockton, twin sister Ann (Mrs 
Mitchell in Plockton) and Helen 
(Mrs Malloch in Paisley). 

                           CM MacRae

Obituary
Roderick MacRae, Plockton
1946 - 2013

COMMUNION was dispensed 
in Kyle Free Church on Sunday, 
February 24. Visiting minister 
Rev. Alex Stewart from Mary-
burgh, who was born in Kyle.

Preaching in Kyle Church of 
Scotland the same Sunday was 
Rev. Maudean MacDougall 
from Falkirk, whose father was 
minister in Kyle in the ’50s. The 

World Day of Prayer was held in 
the same venue on March 1 with 

Meanwhile, churches in south 
Skye and Lochalsh hosted their 
second question time event in 
the Kyle Hotel on March 1.

Rev. Roddie Rankin chaired 
the evening, which was at-
tended by around 40 people. On 

the panel were Dr Murdo Mac-

society, religion and technology 
project of the Church of Scot-
land; Moira Lane, who works 
for Families First; Rev Gordon 
Matheson, minister of Sleat and 
Strath Free Church and Mairead 
MacDonald, director of Tobar 
an Dualchais.

Communion at Kyle Free Church

OBAN’S Regent Hotel hosted 
the Argyll Members’ Group of 
the National Trust for Scotland 
on Saturday – and it welcomed 
a familiar face.

Allan Maclean, one of the 
Chieftains of the Clan MacLean, 
current president of the clan as-
sociation and the former provost 
of St John’s Cathedral, returned 

on Saturday to talk about the 
clan’s work.  

Now of Edinburgh, Allan 
arranged last year’s gathering 
of the Clan MacLean at Duart 
Castle, attracting some 1,000 
people.

returned to the Argyll Members’ 
Group for 14 years.

Allan is pictured ahead of his presentation with the chairman-
elect of the Argyll Members’ Group, Michael Hawke. t11ntsspeak1

National Trust for Scotland 
welcome back old friend

THE POPULAR St Bride’s Primary School race night attracted a 
good number of locals to the Four Seasons Hotel in Onich on Friday 
night.

A wide range of prizes donated from local businesses were on 
offer during the eight races, including free meals and a boat trip. A 

out the honours to the lucky winners.
All proceeds will go to the school’s parent forum to pay for trips, 

outings, projects, equipment and activities for the youngsters.

the event, after helping set up the race night for a number of years.

Some of the ‘gamblers’ getting ready for the start of the race 
night, with organiser Katie Daynes (centre) and MC David Ogg

St Bride’s host popular race night

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000 
01397 703003
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RUGBY

Lochaber drop 
points at home

FORT William and Kinloch-

points of 2013 after a 2-2 draw 
in tricky conditions at An Aird 
on Saturday.

A bitter breeze was blowing 
through An Aird, with the home 
side having the wind advantage 

Neither side was able to create 
much until ’Shiel marksman 
Finlay MacRae added to his 
goal against Kingussie last week 
with a strike in the 25 minute.

Conceding seemed to spur 
Fort into action, and within two 
minutes forward Ryan Campbell 
hit an unstoppable shot from the 
left side of the goal to make the 
score 1-1.

And just 60 seconds later 
Campbell struck again, with 
another ferocious hit from a 
similar spot to give his side the 
lead.

As they game went on, both 
sides created chances, with the 
visitors increasing the pressure 
in the second half with the wind 
at their backs.

With just nine minutes left to 
play, MacRae took his tally to 
three goals in two games and 
earned his side a share of the 
points.

Fort co-manager Adie Rob-
ertson said he felt a share of the 
points was a fair result for both 
sides.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
were under a fair bit of pressure 
in the second half, but saying 
that, I don’t think they created a 
huge amount.

‘Overall the draw was prob-
ably a fair result, although 
obviously we would have liked 
to have taken two points since 
we were at home.

‘There was a cold wind, and 
in the second half we were 
up against it. We had a fairly 
inexperienced centre line and I 
thought they did well.’

Cameron Grant, 16, and 
Calum Shepard, 15, played 
alongside the more experienced 
Stevie Stewart in the middle of 
the park. 

’Shiel boss Johnston Gill said 
he felt his side improved as the 
game went on, and could have 
nicked the win in the second 
half.

He said: ‘I thought we were a 
wee bit unlucky not to win the 
game. 

‘Our guys are playing very 
well as they showed in the 

and continued that against Fort 
William.’

FORT William Table Tennis 
Club is inviting players of all 
levels to join its Monday night 
training sessions.

The 2013 season is well under-
way, but anyone is free to come 
along to the evenings, which run 
from 6.30pm to 9pm.

For more information ring 
James on 01397 708827.

FORT William go into this 
Saturday’s cup clash with 
Clachnacuddin with renewed 

improved displays.
Danny Conlon’s side will take 

on the Inverness side in the 
Breedon Aggregates Highland 
League Cup at Grant Street Park 
just over a week after the sides 
met in the league, with Clach 
winning 2-0 at Claggan.

The game follows a midweek 
trip to Nairn last night (Wednes-
day).

Fort are hopeful left back Dar-
ren Duncan will be available for 
Saturday after recovering from 
a hamstring injury.

Conlon told The Oban Times:
‘The games are coming fast and 
furious just now. We’ve probably 
had the hardest run of games of 
any team in the league. If I had a 
bigger squad I’d be resting some 
players.

‘It’s going to be a really dif-

expect, they are right up there, a 
top three or four side. They play 
at a really high tempo, so it’ll be 
a hard and fast game.’

Conlon said a controversial 
penalty award ‘ruined’ their 
game against reigning Highland 
League champions Forres 
Mechanics last Saturday.

with Forres holding a narrow 1-
0 lead, the ref pointed to the spot 
after adjudging Darren Quigg to 
have fouled Scott Moore, much 
to the dismay of the home play-
ers and supporters.

Simon Allan took the kick and 
sent Fort keeper Kyle Robertson 
the wrong way.

Conlon said: ‘It was never a 
penalty in a month of Sundays. 
The referee was the only person 
in the ground who saw it as a 
foul.

‘There was a lot of angry peo-
ple in the dressing room at half 
time, a lot of frustrated people. 
It ruined the game for us.’

Conlon also questioned the 
amount of injury time played.

He said: ‘There was no substi-
tutions, and no injuries, so I’ve 
no idea where he found four and 
a half minutes to add on.’

Moore had earlier given his 

footed shot from the edge of the 

Robertson.
Fort were giving as good as 

they got, but struggled to create 
chances. Scott Hunter had their 
best opportunity in the 37th 
minute but saw his shot well 
saved.

Forres effectively sealed their 
victory seven minutes after the 
beeak when Ryan Mackintosh 
made the score 3-0.

But Fort kept battling and 
pulled one back two minutes 
later when Martin Groat’s ball 
into the centre was slotted home 
by Andy Maclean from six 
yards.

FORT William Golf Club 
members are gearing up for the 
opening competition of the year 
on Saturday March 30.

A three man Texas scramble 

season underway, and will be 
followed by the monthly medal 
competition.

LOCHABER missed the chance 
to move back up the RBS Cal-
edonia Regional league Division 
2 North with a narrow 21-17 loss 
at home to Aberdeen University 
Medics on Saturday.

The Banavie club now face 
three tricky away ties, starting 
with a visit to Lewis to take 
on bottom club Stornoway on 
March 23.

DOUGIE Lampkin, the winner 
of the 2012 Scottish Six Day 
Trial is already preparing to 
defend his title in this year’s 
event.

Lampkin secured a historic 
and record-breaking sixth SSDT 
victory last May when the 
competition saw its closest 
climax in its 101 history.
The Englishman will be one of 
270 riders competing in the trial, 
which takes place in and around 
Fort William from May 6-11.

The entry list comprises both 
amateur and professional riders 
who travel from all over the 
world to take part in the unique 
endurance test.

ALLEYCATS have maintained 
their place at the top of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10 pin bowling leagues scratch 
division after 13 weeks of play at 
the Nevis Centre.

The leaders are on 59 points, 
followed by Council in second 
place with 49 points with 
Splitheads in third place on 41 
points. 

Council are the new leaders 
in the handicap division with 
43 points after previous leaders 
Alleycats went down 5–0 to 
Rotavators. Alleycats are now 
in second place on 39 points. 
Ardtoe/Nevis Radio are third, 
also on 39 points.

The top individual scratch 
game came from Brian Stewart 
(Council) with 198. Other games 
of note were a 180 from Sean 
MacPherson (Splitheads), 179 
from Colin Pinkett (Council) 
and 173 from Tony Whitelocke 
(Alleycats). 

The top handicap game was 
246 from Robbie Robertson 
(Rotavators). The highest two 
game scratch series went to 
Brian Stewart with 342 and the 
top two game handicap series 
went to Robbie Robertson with 
465.

Council swept the board for 
this weeks best team perform-
ance with a scratch game of 618, 
handicap game of 823, two game 
scratch series of 1,199 and two 
game handicap team series of 
1,609.

The top individual scratch 
averages are held by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 162, 
followed by Pam Weller (Alley-
cats) on 149 and Colin Pinkett 
(Council) on 147.

’Shiel’s Keith MacRae battled with Fort defender Chris Bamber 
throughout the match - 20_f11shinty05

MOTORCYCLING

Lampkin to defend 
Six Days title

GOLF

Summer season 
starts at Fort

TABLE TENNIS

Table tennis invite 
for everyone 

Fort’s Iain Foggo makes a last ditch tackle on the edge of his own box to deny Forres’ Lee Fraser a shot at goal - 20_f11fort01

FOOTBALL
Highland League
FORT WILLIAM 0 

FORRES MECHANICS 3

‘It was never a penalty 
in a month of Sundays. 
The referee was the 
only person in the 
ground who saw a foul’ 
- says Fort’s Conlon

Penalty
call
ruins
Fort’s 
chances

Improving performance raises 
hope ahead of busy schedule

SHINTY
Orion Premier Division

FORT WILLIAM 2 
KINLOCHSHIEL 2

Campbell double earns Fort 
William share of premier points
‘Overall the draw was probably a fair result’

10 PIN BOWLING
Alleycats stay top

LOCAL runners are preparing 
for Lochaber Athletic Club’s 
Glen 10k road race in Glen Nevis 
this Saturday.

-
ter league event of the season, 
with trophies handed out in the 
Nevis Centre in the evening.

Gary MacDonald can’t be 
caught in the men’s league, while 
Elaine Liddell and Kirsten Airlie 

title.
Home runners dominated the 

Glen 10k last year, with John 

ahead of club mate Allan Ross to 
take the win.

Nicola Meekin had a strong 

race.

off from Claggan Park at 11am.

ATHLETICS

Runners get ready 
for this Saturday’s 
Glen 10k road race

OBAN teams made up the 
majority of entries to the South 
of Scotland Indoor 5-a-side 
tournament, which returned 
to the shinty calendar after a 
year’s absence.

Held at Atlantis Leisure, 
Oban, on Sunday, a modest 
seven teams played a round 
robin format that involved two 
teams from both Oban Cama-

nachd and Oban Celtic, as well 
as Inveraray, Ardnalassies and 
Ardnamurchan.

Eventually it was Celtic A 
that cruised through the group 
winning all their games, with 
Camanachd A earning their 

goal difference from Inveraray 
and Celtic B, who then played 
for third place.

Celtic B, Ardnamurchan and 
Ardnalassies exited at this stage 
after giving a good showing of 

themselves.
Camanachd B won the third 

place play-off after a second 
phase of extra time to win prob-
ably the most exciting and tense 
match of the afternoon.

Eventual player of the tourna-
ment Lewis Buchanan had his 

his team to third place.
Celtic A must have gone into 

-
ites but some tactical changes in 
the Camanachd A line up had 

Celtic A wondering what might 
have been.

Ross McMillan cruised 

to punish Celtic at will and some 
early goals had Celtic chasing 
the game from the start.

-
power saw them run away 6-1 
winners in the end and take the 
title of best south indoor team.

Argyll and Bute Shinty Devel-

said: ‘I was delighted with the 

standard of play throughout the 
afternoon from all the teams.

‘What is more important is 
that the event took place this 
year after not being played last 
year. 

It is vital that we have a regu-
lar programme of shinty that 
allows our players a platform 
to compete and improve their 
skills – this event certainly 
adds value to the programme of 
shinty in the south of Scotland.’

Above - third placed Oban Camanachd B. 
15_t11shintyfives02 

Top left - Inveraray. 15_t11shintyfives01

Left - Tournament runners-up Oban Celtic A. 
15_t11shintyfives03

INDOOR SHINTY

South of Scotland Indoor 5-a-side tournament returns to Atlantis

Tournament winners Oban Camanachd A. 15_t11shintyfives04
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Fixtures

Results
Results  March 9

Orion Group Premiership 
Fort William 2 Kinlochshiel 2
Glenurquhart 0 Kyles Ath 1
Kingussie 2 Lochaber 0
Lovat 2 Newtonmore 2
Oban Cam 2 Inveraray 4

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Beauly 8 Inverness 1
Caberfeidh 1 Kilmallie 4
Strathglass 1 Skye 1   

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Bute 2 Glenorchy 2
GMA 8 Lochside Rovers 0
Kilmory 0 Aberdour 0
Taynuilt 4 Oban Celtic 3

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Aberdeen Uni 2 Beauly 0
Glengarry 1 Glenurquhart 2
Kinlochshiel 0 Fort Wiliam 0
Newtonmore 7 Lovat 0
Skye 3 Kingussie 1   

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 5 GMA 1
Ballachulish 7 Col Glen 1
Kyles w/o Inveraray
Points to Kyles
Tayforth w/o Bute
Points to Tayforth   

Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Inverness 0 Caberfeidh 3
Lochaber 4 Boleskine 3
Lochbroom 3 Strathspey 0
Kilmallie 6 Lochcarron 4
Strathglass 3 Lewis 3

Fixtures 16th March
All throw-ups 2.30pm unless stated

Orion Group Premiership
Inveraray v Lovat
Billy Wotherspoon
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart
Evan MacRae
Kyles v Fort William
Ted MacDonald
Newtonmore v Lochaber
Deek Cameron
Oban Camanachd v Kingussie
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Cabherfeidh v Beauly
Innes Wood
Inverness v Strathglass
John Matheson
Kilmallie v Skye
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
South Division 1 
Aberdour v Bute
Daniel MacRae
Glenorchy v Taynuilt
Graham Cameron
Kilmory v Oban Celtic
Duncan Kerr
Strachur v GMA
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Beauly v Lovat
JA Gillies
Fort William v Glengarry
Colin MacDonald
Glenurquhart v Kinlochshiel
Neil Ferguson
Kingussie v Aberdeen Uni
John MacLeod
Skye v Newtonmore 
Donald MacRae

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Bute v Kyles
Euan Pearson
Col Glen v Inveraray
Alex MacVicar
GMA v Ballachulish
Jim Innes
Tayforth v Aberdour
John MacGregor

Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Boleskine v Caberfeidh
Callum Girvan
Lochbroom v Lochaber
Rab Douglas
Lochcarron v Lewis
John Sloggie 1pm
Strathglass v Kilmallie
Al Hunter
Strathspey v Inverness
Archie Ritchie  

Lochaber 
head north 
for tough test
Taynuilt warm to thought      
of Glenorchy derby match
REIGNING league champions 
NEWTONMORE will be ex-
pecting a tough test when newly 
promoted Lochaber visit The 
Eilan this Saturday.

The sides met twice in the 
cups last season, with ’More 
coming out winners both times. 
But Lochaber showed enough in 
the two ties to suggest they can 
cause problems to PJ MacKin-
tosh’s side.

The Badenoch side will be 
keen to get the win to avoid 
losing early ground on their title 
rivals.

Lovat were ’More’s bogey team 
last year, beating the champions 
home and away, and they again 
proved a tough nut to crack.

Fraser MacKintosh put the 
visitors ahead after eight 
minutes, but by half time Lovat 
found themselves 2-1 up thanks 
to strikes from Calum Macaulay 
and youngster Greg Matheson.

However Danny MacRae’s 
72nd minute strike gave the 
sides a share of the spoils.

KYLES ATHLETIC have 
started the league campaign 
with two wins from two and host 
an unfamiliar Fort William side 
on Saturday but the Scottish Cup 
holders will not be underestimat-
ing their Lochaber opponents.

The Tighnabruaich men won 
two of the toughest away points 
available in the Orion Group 
Premiership in Drumnadrochit 
last weekend, keeping on course 
their league title challenge 
despite a number of squad mem-

Trainer James Perlich said: ‘I 
will never underestimate a team 
in this league. Fort William got 
a draw against Kinlochshiel 
last weekend, proving they will 
make it a tough encounter for us. 
I am hoping I will have all the 
boys back from illness to help us 
get both points.’

Perlich described last week’s 
1-0 win against Glenurquhart as 
‘brutal’. 

‘It was a very physical game,’ 
he said. ‘Roddy MacDonald 
scored for us but he came off 
injured for much of the game.

‘It was great to look along the 
bench and see Andrew King, last 
season’s Camanachd Cup win-
ning captain, who is back from 
injury. He came on to add some 
experience and physicality.

‘We also gave young Cammy 
Keith a run out and he played 
very well.’

Kyles missed a handful of 
good scoring opportunities in 
the second half but Perlich is not 
concerned.

‘We have four points from two 
games, so I am not worried about 
the chances we didn’t take,’ he 
said.

‘You have to remember 
Glenurquhart has a very well or-
ganised and strong defence and 
I think that later in the season 
we will hopefully look back on 
this result and realise that was a 
valuable two points.’

FORT WILLIAM face a 
tough trip to Tighnabruaich 
this weekend to take on joint 
Orion Group Premiership lead-
ers Kyles – but will be buoyed by 

Kinlochshiel.
Co-manager Adie Robertson 

should have more or less the 
same squad at his disposal 
– barring any late call-offs for 
work commitments – although 
Arran MacPhee will still be 
missing from the centre line as 
he continues to recover from 
shoulder surgery.

Robertson told The Oban 
Times: ‘Nobody has indicated 
they are unavailable so hope-
fully we will travel with as near 
to a full squad as possible.

weeks away from playing. He 
had an operation at the end of 
December but it’s one of those 
injuries you can’t rush because 
you don’t want him out for 
another six months.

game – we are under no illusions 
about that and it will be a case of 
going down there and trying to 
take points.’

He added: ‘Our defence is 
one of our major strengths and 
is packed full of experienced 
players.

‘It’s a sloping pitch at Tighna-
bruaich so it will be as much as 
having a game plan for that as 
handling Kyles.’

OBAN CAMANACHD 
manager Gussie Campbell 
says this weekend’s opponents, 
Kingussie, have proven there is 
life after Ronald Ross and will 

were really sharp.
‘It we can get ourselves right 

and play to our strengths we will 
have a chance.’

Lovat went 2-1 up against 
‘More on Saturday through 
Callum MacAulay and Greg 
Matheson after Fraser Macintosh 
had opened the scoring for the 
visitors, but incessant pressure 
told and Danny MacRae levelled 
with 17 minutes left.

LOCHABER face a tough 
task to bounce back from their 

with a visit to Newtonmore this 
Saturday.

The Spean Bridge side went 
down 2-0 to Kingussie, and have 

2013.
Delaney said: ‘Newtonmore 

is going to be a tough one, but 
it’s just another game. There’s 
no easy games, but these are 
the teams we want to play week 
in, week out so we can test 
ourselves.

‘The goals will come, the boys 
just need some games. They 
need to be a bit quicker up front, 
they don’t get the kind of time 

Experienced pair Lachlan 
Campbell and Hughie Innes 
will return to the squad for the 
Newtonmore game.

minutes from Kingussie’s 
Thomas Borthwick decided 
last weekend’s match, despite 
Lochaber being on top for long 
periods.

Delaney said: ‘The only thing 
that was lacking on Saturday 
was the goals. There keeper 
made some good saves. We 
created plenty of chances but we 
just couldn’t score.

Youngster Jack Dignan made 
-

chaber, with Delaney describing 
his performance as ‘very good’.

KINLOCHSHIEL welcome 
Glenurquhart to Kirkton 
seeking to build on a resolute 
performance at Fort William 
last weekend, which earned the 
Lochalsh men a point in a hard-
fought 2-2 draw.

’Shiel coach Johnston Gill 
could be without talented young 
forward Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae 
who got injured at the end of the 

‘If he does not make it he will 
be a big loss to us,’ Gill told The 
Oban Times. ‘Young Jordan 
Fraser is the obvious choice to 

week and hopefully he will have 
recovered.

‘Glenurquhart have played the 
two best teams in Scotland so far 
in the league and only lost by the 
odd goal.

‘I have said right from day 
one that they will be there or 
thereabouts both in the cup 
competitions and the league this 
season.

‘So they will be a stern test for 
us and if we can take anything 
from the game I will be delighted. 
They have a big pool of players, 
they have Neil Reid up front and 
they will be very dangerous.

‘But our guys are playing 
very well as they showed in the 

continued that against Fort Wil-
liam, where I thought we were a 
wee bit unlucky not to win the 
game.’

KINGUSSIE manager Russell 
Jones has said he doesn’t expect 
his side to challenge for the title 
despite sitting top of the Orion 
Premiership after two games.

Kings scored two late goals to 
defeat Lochaber at The Dell last 
weekend, and will be looking to 
make it three wins out of three 
away to Oban Camanachd this 
Saturday.

Jones told The Oban Times: 
‘There’ll be no title challenge, 
we’re just taking it one game at 
a time. Like I said at the start of 
the season, on our day we can 
challenge any team, but both 
games so far could have gone 
either way.

‘It’s another game we’ll be 
looking to win, but we know 
how hard it’s going to be. We’ll 
need to show the same grit and 
determination again.’

Thomas Borthwick grabbed 
goals in the 85th and 88th minute 
against Lochaber to secure a 
second win in a row for Kings. 
The 19 year old missed the 2012 
season after leaving Badenoch 
to travel round Australia.

Jones said: ‘It’s a huge bonus 
for us to have him back, and they 

‘Lochaber were very good, 

prepare his team for a tough 

Ross, arguably the best player 
in the history of the game, has 
made way for the next genera-
tion of Kingussie stars and the 
Badenoch club top the Orion 
Group Premiership after two 
games.

Campbell said: ‘I don’t think 
this Kingussie team is as good as 
the teams of the recent past but 
mark my words, they are a threat 
to any team in this league.

‘Ronald was always going to be 
a big miss but they have proved 
they can win without him.’

Campbell said he was proud of 
his team, who came back from 
a disastrous start in their match 
last weekend against Inveraray 
to almost snatch a point.

’Aray were three goals up 
in the opening 10 minutes but 
Camanachd scored two goals 
through Gavin Stobbart and 
Iain ‘Scally’ MacMillan but, as 
they pushed for an equaliser, 
Inveraray broke away to score a 
decisive fourth goal.

Campbell said: ‘It was a 
brilliant game for the neutrals. 
Apart from that opening 10 
minutes I would say we were the 
better team. At 3-0 down we had 
a mountain to climb and we very 
nearly did it; at 3-2 down it really 
did look like we could go on to 
win the game.

‘I am disappointed with the 
result but I am not despondent. 
We have proven we have the 

compete in this league and, if we 
get a bit more luck, the results 
will come.’

Campbell is assessing the 

MacMillan, who both went 
to hospital with injuries last 
Saturday, and Scott MacMillan 
and Gareth Evans, who were 

GLENURQUHART manager 
Fraser Mackenzie has played 

up a win in this weekend’s game 
with Kinlochshiel.

Both sides are winless after 
two games, but MacKenzie said 
he wasn’t treating Saturday’s 
match as a must win.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
think a lot of teams are going to 
be taking points off each other, 
I don’t think anyone is going to 
burst away from the others.

‘It would be great to get a win, 
but Kinlochshiel will be feeling 
the same way.’

-
rigan is set to return to the side 
after sitting out last weekend’s 1-
0 loss at home to Kyles Athletic.

MacKenzie said: ‘Probably 
a draw would have been a fair 
result, both keepers didn’t have 
that much to do.

‘Kyles were no doubt on top in 

in the second and there wasn’t 
much between the teams.

‘Considering we conceded six 
home and away to Kyles last 
year, hopefully this is a sign 
we’re moving forward.

‘We competed well, and I 
think we’re going in the right 
direction. But there’s still a lot of 
work to do.’

LOVAT claimed major plau-
dits after holding champions 
Newtonmore to a 2-2 draw last 
Saturday at Balgate Park – now 
the Kiltarlity men must do it all 
again at joint top Inveraray.

Both teams are undefeated in 
the Orion Group Premiership 
but Lovat will have to pull out a 
special performance to earn any 
kind of reward for the long trip 
south.

Allan MacRae’s team will be 
boosted by the return of Daniel 
Grieve from holiday but forward 
Jamie Matheson is still waiting 

knee injury he sustained in the  
league opener against Lochaber 
and will not feature.

Duncan Davidson, who was 
sidelined by a back injury for 
the Newtonmore game and is 

MacRae was happy to take a 
point against Newtonmore - and 
will be asking for the same kind 
of commitment this weekend. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
think Inveraray are quite a bit 
different this season and under 
new management but from what 
I have heard they are exciting to 
watch.

‘They are up at the top just 
now and Inveraray is always a 

us down there last year and they 
had a good fast forward line and 

I thought the teams cancelled 
each other out.’

INVERARAY were made to 
dig deep for their win at Moss-

within 10 minutes through Garry 
MacPherson, Lewis MacNicol 
and Euan McMurdo.

However, a determined come-
back from the Oban side made 
for a nervy second half before 
McMurdo added his second goal 
10 minutes before full time.

The Royal Burgh face Lovat at 
Winterton Park this Saturday. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division One
OBAN CELTIC president 
David Hamilton is hoping for a 
better refereeing performance 
this weekend at Kilmory, claim-
ing poor decisions contributed to 
his side’s defeat at Taynuilt.

The green and whites were on 
the wrong end of a 4-3 scoreline 
in Taynuilt but Hamilton believes 
his team were hard done by.

‘A lot of refereeing decisions 
went against us,’ he said. ‘We 
had two penalty claims turned 
down and I really think these 
decisions affected the outcome 
of the game.’

A David Hill brace and a goal 
from youngster Rory Bruce, 
who was a standout for the 
visitors, kept Celtic in the tie but 

their fourth goal.
Hamilton added: ‘I am proud of 

the way the players coped with 
these decisions going against 
them.

‘Rory Bruce is only 15 but he 
played out of his skin. Taynuilt 
had to foul him to stop him.’

Hamilton said his side had 
learned lessons from a heavy de-
feat to Kilmory last season and 
would travel to Lochgilphead 
looking to take at least a point 
from the tie. 

TAYNUILT will be missing 
manager Willie Gillies and 
at least two players for this 
weekend’s Cruachanside derby 
in Dalmally because of a family 
wedding.

But Gillies believes his side, 
who are unbeaten after the 
opening two games, are still 
strong enough to compete with 
Glenorchy.

Gillies said: ‘I don’t think 
Glenorchy is any more a derby 
than Oban Celtic or Lochside 
Rovers but I would say Glenorchy 
are a level above them and I 
expect them to be challenging 
at the top of the table with Bute 
and GMA.

‘However, I would like to think 
we are not far behind them and 
will give them a good game.’

Taynuilt won an entertaining 
home game against Oban Celtic 
last Saturday with goals from 
David Campbell, Willie Neilson 
and a Stuart Scott double secur-
ing a 4-3 victory.

But while Gillies was effusive 
in his praise of his forwardline he 

was concerned by the number of 
mistakes made by his defence.

The goals we conceded were 
the result of silly mistakes. We 
never looked like losing the 
game but because of our defend-
ing  Celtic could have scraped a 
draw.

‘I thought the likes of David 
Campbell and Willie Neilson up 
front were excellent and to score 
four goals against a defence of 
Daniel Madej, Gary McKer-
racher, John Hill and Kenny 
Wotherspoon was very pleasing.

Last season’s manager Davy 
Thompson will run the team this 
weekend.

GLENORCHY coach John 
Smith admitted Glenorchy were 
out for revenge in this weekend’s 
Cruachanside derby with Taynu-
ilt at the Mart.

last season 2-1 but Smith says 
the Dalmally team’s experience 
would be the difference on 
Saturday.

revenge,’ he said. ‘The derby 
defeat in Dalmally last year was 
a hard one to take but we are 
the more experienced team and 
would expect to win the game.

‘Taynuilt have some good 
players and we will not be 
complacent but you have to 
remember we have a team with 
premier league experience.’

Smith would have taken a 
point before his team’s trip to 
The Meadows last Saturday but 
after seeing the Dalmally men 
coping well in wet and windy 
conditions, he had hoped for 
both points against Bute.

With the wind in their favour, 
Glenorchy went two goals up 
and had a penalty saved in the 

Scorers were Kieran McKay 
and Grant MacPherson, who 
was moved to half forward to 
take advantage of the favourable 
wind and he responded with a 
piledriver into the roof of the net 
from 50 yards.

Smith said: ‘You have to have 
skill in shinty to use the ele-
ments to your advantage and we 

‘I am happy with the draw but 
we all feel we could have done 

game out of Bute’s reach.’
BUTE’S -

son saw fellow title contenders 
Glenorchy visit The Meadows 
and the sides could not be sepa-
rated after a 2-2 scoreline and 
one missed penalty each.

Bute’s Iain McDonald revelled 
in his new forward role and 
scored both his side’s goals in 
the second half, as Bute used the 
advantage of the wind at their 
backs.

But the islanders had to come 
back from two goals down, as 
Glenorchy adapted quickly to the 
wet conditions and McDonald 

before half time.
Bute manager Graham Fisher 

men.
He told The Oban Times: ‘Kil-

mallie are looking pretty strong 
– I think Duncan Kelly has been 
doing a lot of work with them. 

‘We are going to have to play at 
the top of our game and battle for 
every ball to have a chance.

‘Our defence is pretty solid 
with our captain Stevie Morrison 
at full back, but we are going to 
have to shackle their forwards. 
That will be the big battle - and 
our boys are going to have their 
shooting eyes in as well.’

Against Strathglass, Skye did 
everything but score until Neil 
MacVicar stepped up with less 

home a deserved equaliser.  
KILMALLIE coach Duncan 

Kelly will be roaring on his 
team against Skye Camanachd 
on Saturday – from the sunny 
warmth of a Tenerife beach.

Kelly is enjoying a well-de-
served break after guiding Kil-
mallie to two wins out of two in 
Marine Harvest North Division 
One and will be keeping in touch 
with action on the pitch by text.

He told The Oban Times from 
Glasgow Airport on Monday: 
‘Hopefully they won’t need me 
there to get the win. If the boys 
play the way they can do there’s 
no reason why we can’t get the 
two points.’

Kilmallie will be boosted 
by the return of forward Liam 
MacDonald to the squad while 
Martin Graham is also back in 
training after suffering a knee 
injury in the 2-0 win over Loch-
aber in the BSW Cup – although 
Saturday will come too soon for 

part in the proceedings.
The Blues eased to a 4-1 win 

at Caberfeidh last weekend 
without playing at their best and 
were two goals up after three 
miutes through Mark Graham 
and Sebby MacMillan.

Mark MacPherson restored 
Kilmallie’s two-goal cushion 
before the break after Blair 

had only a 76th minute Grant 
Mackenzie strike to show for 
their second half dominance.

Kelly said: ‘The whole second 
half was pretty much all Kilmal-
lie but we just got the one goal.’

Marine Harvest 
South Division Two 
BALLACHULISH may have 
hit seven goals past ColGlen 
last Saturday but manager Craig 
Munro described the match 
as ‘frustrating’ and bemoaned 

After seeing two Lorne Brown 
‘goals’ disallowed in the opening 
eight minutes, Balla’ went be-
hind to a Stuart MacKellar goal 

real attack –  but pulled one back 
through Duncan MacDonald 
before half time.

The second half continued to 

said: ‘Glenorchy had the better 

better of the second half. It was a 
very even game.

‘Iain missed a penalty but 
redeemed himself with the two 

up front. Hopefully he can get 
better every week but he told me 
he hadn’t realised how often the 
forwards get hit!’

Bute were missing four players 
for the game and Hector Whitel-
aw was recalled to marshal the 
defence. Leighton Reid provided 
the energy in the middle of the 

outing overall.
Fisher admitted the trip to 

Aberdour this Saturday will be a 
journey into the unknown.

He said: ‘We played them a 
couple of years ago but the only 
indicator we have is their result 
against Glenorchy.

‘I hope to have Gordon Mac-
Millan, David Whitelaw and 
Robert Ferguson back for the 
match.’

Shell-shocked LOCHSIDE 
ROVERS co-manager Andrew 
Pearson was frank in summing 
up the reasons for his side’s 
8-0 hammering at the hands of 
South Division One title hope-
fuls GMA.

‘Saturday was just horrendous. 
We were terrible and they were 
very good,’ he said. 

With no game this weekend, 
Lochside Rovers will be left to 
lick their wounds for another 
week but have arranged an extra 
training session this Saturday to 
try and work through some of 
their shortcomings.

A Craig Anderson hat trick 
and two goals from former Oban 
Celtic player Mark Bain helped 
put Lochside to the sword.

Pearson said: ‘You can some-
times have an off day and get 
away with it but Glasgow played 
really well. I haven’t seen them 
play like that for a long time.

‘I heard they missed a lot of 
chances in their 0-0 draw against 
Taynuilt, so maybe we suffered a 
backlash from that frustration.

‘The boys knew themselves 
they just didn’t turn up and were 
not sharp enough. They were 
yards off the pace.

‘I can’t see us playing that 
badly again.’

Marine Harvest
North Division One
SKYE CAMANACHD will 
look to bounce back from their 
disappointing 1-1 draw at Strath-
glass by accounting for Marine 
Harvest North Division One 
leaders Kilmallie at Canal Parks 
on Saturday.

The islanders should have Gibs 
MacDonald back in the starting 
12 after a family bereavement 
ruled him out last weekend.

But even with the considerable 
talents of the full centre at his 
disposal, coach Willie MacRae 
will do well to engineer a result 

and goals from Lorne Brown 
(2), Scott Henderson (2), David 

from 14-year-old Cian MacPhee 
concluded an overall successful 
day at Jubilee Park.

against Glasgow Mid Argyll on 
Saturday.

Asked whether South Division 
Two would be enough of a chal-
lenge for his vastly improved 
team, manager Craig Munro 
replied: ‘Is is good to build up a 
winning mentality every week.’

Marine Harvest 
North Division Two
GLENGARRY will be looking 
to pick themselves up against 
Fort William this Saturday after 
a frustrating loss to Glenurqu-
hart last weekend.

The two sides have only found 
the back of the net three times in 
four games between them, so a 
goal-fest at An Aird is not being 
expected.

Glengarry forward Kenny 
Henderson will miss the trip due 
to work commitments.

’Garry manager Ewen Cam-
eron said he would be travelling 
to Fort William looking for a 
win.

The Invergarry side fell behind 
against Glenurquhart in the 35th 
minute, but drew level through 
a strike from Arran Clark in 
the 58th minute. Glen struck the 
winner with 20 minutes to play.

Cameron said he was happy 
with how his side performed on 
the day. ‘We played really well 
but their keeper was outstanding. 

the pressure but they got a goal 
against the run of play. 

‘We had lot of pressure towards 
the end but we couldn’t get the 
goal.’

Inveraray’s David Robertson and Oban Camanachd’s David MacInnes were locked in a midfield battle at Mossfield  Picture - John MacTavish
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Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate, north easterly
 Temperatures 4C to 6ºC

Friday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate, south westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Increasing chance of rain
Outlook Winds increasing north easterly
 Temperatures 1ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   
Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  
Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 21, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  06.54 2.1 14.17 2.7 19.15      1.9        **.**       **.**  
Fri  02.08 2.8 09.23 1.9 15.10      2.9        20.29     1.7
Sat  03.09 3.1 10.02 1.7 15.48      1.1        20.10      3.6
Sun  03.50 3.3 10.32 1.4 16.22      3.4        22.12     1.1
Mon  04.27 3.6 11.02 1.1 16.56 3.6        22.49      09
Tues  05.03 3.8 11.32 0.9 17.28 3.8 23.25     0.6
Wed  05.36 4.0 12.02 0.7 17.57 3.9 **.**      **.**
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

8

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

11

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Atlantis Leisure 
Indoor League

Team           P  W   D  L  Pts
Atlantis              9    8   0    1   24
Oban Times     10    7   0    3   21
Carpet Fitters    8    7   0    1   21
RM Builders     8    7    0   1   21
Oban HS        10    5    1    4   16
Handy Men       9    4    0    6  12
Glenorchy          9    3    0    7    9
Royal Hotel       9    1    0    8    3
OES                   9    0    0    9    0
Stoddarts T&T  0     0   0    0    0

‘Red card seemed very harsh 
to me,’ says manager Jackson

FOOTBALL

Red card 
ends Saints’ 
cup dream

THE MUCH anticipated
seventh round Fosters Scottish
Amateur Cup replay against cup
favourites Colville Park took
place at Glencruitten before a
big crowd, but a harsh red card
for Craig MacEwan after 24
minutes killed off any chance
the home side had of making the

The Oban side struggled a bit in

defence under pressure, but they
were pressing the ball much
quicker and getting players up
the park as often as possible in
this match, always with an eye
on defence to cope with the

Saints took the lead in the 12th
minute when Willie Gemmell

left which was met by Craig
MacEwan at the front post who
despatched a great header past

This goal was no more than the
home side deserved as they were
the better team in the opening

The visitors’ main tactic was
to knock the ball into the corners
for their two wide men Tommy
Murray and James Miller to run
on to, but the home defenders
were coping reasonably well

The turning point of what
would have been a cracking game
happened in the 24th minute
when Daniel Cassells fumbled

from his grasp and was rolling

MacEwan and Alex Clearie went
for the ball with Craig knocking
over the Colville Park striker
in the process - penalty, which
was the correct decision, but to
everybody’s amazement referee
Tommy Gilchrist, incidentally
from Motherwell, showed Craig

Tommy Murray stepped up
and slammed the ball home
much to the relief of the Colville

The game was killed off as a
contest just before the interval
when the visitors scored two

Alan Litster shot past Daniel
Cassells and two minutes later
James Miller scored a well taken

Saints knew their Scottish
Cup dream was over for this
season as there was going to be
no way back, but they battled
away, putting the visitors
under pressure on several
occasions, although not really
troubling Colville keeper Jordan

The visitors were hungry for
more goals, but the Oban boys

Saints’ Keith Millar makes contact with the ball - and a Colville player - with this overhead kick. Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Scottish Amateur Cup 
7th Round Replay 

OBAN SAINTS 1 
COLVILLE PARK 3

FOLLOWING their cup defeat,
20 players and committee mem-
bers of Oban Saints travelled to
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glas-
gow for the Scottish Amateur
League Dinner and Achievement
Awards night where club captain
Keith Millar received an award
for his services to Oban Saints,
the SAFL Select and the Scottish

The award was presented to
Keith by league president Frank

Guest speakers at the evening
were John McKelvie, Tosh

were defending well with Marc
MacCallum putting in a man
of the match performance with
a great second half display,
winning tackles and headers
time after time and urging his
team mates forward at every

Daniel Cassells made up for his
earlier mistake with a couple of
excellent saves to keep the eager

It was a gutted Saints squad that
trudged off the park at the end of
the 90 minutes wondering what
might have been if MacEwan

Manager Iain Jackson said:
‘I was proud of the lads, they
played well against one of
the best teams in the country
and I thought we were the
better side until the referee took
a hand in the proceedings and
showed Craig the red card which

‘It would have been interesting
to see what the result would have

we might just have caused a big
cup upset, but unfortunately

how Sir Alex Ferguson felt when
Nani was shown the red card
against Real Madrid!’

Big cup games are coming
thick and fast for the Oban side as
this Saturday they take on Pollok
in the third round of the West of

be played at Glencruitten with a

ENTRANTS travelled from ass
far as Tobermory and Dunoon
to compete in Lorn Clay Target
Club’s 50-bird down-the-line
clay pigeon shooting competi-

Held on Saturday, at the Moss
Road, North Connel, the compe-

High winds gave challenging
conditions for the shooters and
many a frustrated cry was heard
as the targets lurched unpredict-

High gun was J MacIntyre on
138 out of 150 possible points,
second place on 137 was D Mac-
Coll and third place on 136 was

-
ished fourth, ahead of G Craw-

Prizewinners from Lorn Clay Target Club’s down-the-line competition, from left: winner                 J 
MacIntyre, H MacLean, H MacFadyen, G Crawford, S Wilson, D MacColl. 

CLAY PIGEON

MacIntyre is high gun at Lorn
Clay Target Club’s 50-bird shoot
MacAlistair wins pool trap with straight 8

FOOTBALL
Keith Millar.

Saint Millar          
lifts
SAL award

OBAN Saints youth results:

Daniel McCuish (3), Kenny Mac-
Donald, Couper Munt, Cammy
Scott (2), Scott Rowley, Bepe

Cooper (2), Lomond MacPher-

: Under-
13s v Westerton; Goldenhill v
Under-14s; Milngavie v Under-

Results 

MOTM Euan Dewar;
Oban Times 15, Oban High
School 5,
MOTM Sean Grant;
Handy Men 11, The Royal Hotel
3,

Sunday, March 17:

Builders;
6pm The Handy Men v OES;

High School;

THERE have been six previous
unsuccessful attempts at
defending The Oban Pool
League title and once again it
looks like a poisoned chalice

Markie Dans A, who were
leading the title race by a point
over nearest rivals The Cellar
before last Thursday’s contest,
knew even a draw would have

seat with a couple of league

the current champions, The
Cellar had their own agenda and
aspirations and Markie Dans’
proud undefeated run at home
was blown away as The Cellar
ran riot, losing only one singles
match and all but securing their

Elsewhere, The Lochnell just

about edged the Connel derby
against The Gluepot and can
claim bragging rights for the

The Kelvin ended their long
run without a win against The
Claredon, The Lancaster ‘B’

‘B’ in a close encounter and
The Lochavullin and Lancaster
‘A’ shared the spoils in the

Cup final
This week The Lochavullin

and Markie Dans ‘A’ contest The

and the re-arranged Lancaster

take all teams level on matches

Results:
The Kelvin 6-4 The Claredon;
The Lochnell 6-4 The Gluepot;
Markie Dans A 1-9 The Cellar;
Lancaster B 6-4 Markie Dans B;
The Lochavullin 5-5 Lancaster

Fixtures today (Thursday):
Lancaster A v Lancaster B; OFS
Cup Final - Markie Dans A v

League
                                          P      PTS
1 The Cellar                     16       28
2 Markie Dans A             16       27
3 Lancaster B                  15       22
4 Lancaster A                  15       17
5 The Lochnell                16       16
6 The Lochavullin           16       15
7 Markie Dans B             16       11
8 The Claredon                16       10
9 The Kelvin                    16        8
10 The Gluepot                16        4

INDOOR FOOTBALLPOOL

Oban Pool League championship
Markie Dans crash in title race big match

OBAN head back to the venue
of their West Bowl victory for
a table-topping clash at Bonhill
against Loch Lomond on Satur-

The league game between the
sides in November saw Oban
seal a last-minute 18 - 17 win,
courtesy of a Craig Wright

Oban Lorne must recover
from their 30-26 home defeat
against Paisley two weeks ago
with captain Robin MacQueen
and coaches Corrie Louw and
Andrew Johnson hoping for a
positive reaction to the unex-

A win at Bonhill will see Oban
reclaim top spot with a game in
hand and set the team up well for

Oban Lorne ready for table-top clash at Bonhill
RUBGY

Argyll and Bute rugby develop-

plays for Oban Lorne, said: ‘This

could be the most important few
weeks in the history of the club
with a league championship and

Sandwiched between these

two games is another important
league game at home to Lanark

hoping for all rugby fans in the
area to show support for the side

Glencruitten Golf Club
JOHN Plunkett (6) led the way
in the weekly Stableford at
Glencruitten with a score of 40

Steven McCuish (16) and Phil-
lip Murphy (1) had 38 points,
Hugh McIvor (17) and Steven

Alan Jamieson (11) and James

GOLF

11

The pool trap was won by E
MacAlistair, who was the only

night is on April 11 at the shoot-
ing ground on the Moss Road

Visitors of any standard,
including complete beginners,
are welcome down to give clay

com or contact the club via the

The club is also planning a
fortnightly summer league on
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

39th Lochaber Music Festival

Wreck-it Ralph (PG)
Nine foot tall Ralph has had enough of being the bad guy and 
now wants to be a hero – and save the games arcade... 

Life of Pi (PG) Winner of 4 OSCARS!
Based on the Booker prize winning novel, this is Ang Lee’s magical 
film about a zoo-owner’s son shipwrecked along with a tiger. 

Les Misérables (12A)
Set agains the backdrop of the French Revolution and based on 
Victor Hugo’s epic story. From the director of The King’s Speech.

Quartet (12A)
Maggie Smith, Billy Connolly, Pauline Collins, Tom Courtney are 
four retired opera singers planning a fundraising concert. 

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Sponsored by

Book in advance at: www.screenmachine.co.uk or phone 
0871 902 5750. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins before 
screenings. £7.00 Adults. Concessions £5.50.  3D +£1.50

Fort William  Thu 14 – Sat 17

Strontian  Mon 18

Lochaline  Tue 19

Craignure  Wed 20  

TWO FORT William cousins 
are to take another crack 
at Australian football after 
narrowly missing out winning a 
league title last year.

Former Fort William FC stars 
Sean and Michael Ellis are 

Melbourne, but are hoping to be 
back down under before the new 
season starts in April. 

The pair jetted off to Oz 
in February 2012 to sign for 
amateur side Cobram Soccer 
Club in the North Eastern Soccer 
League.

They returned to Lochaber 

return to the south east coast of 
Australia for the 2013 season.

Michael told The Oban Times
he was looking forward to 
getting back.

He said: ‘Before we left 
Melbourne we were talking 
about going back to Australia 
again. 

‘The club are really good to 
us and it was really enjoyable 

how it goes.

league, which was actually a 
bit disappointing. We should 

LOCAL entertainer Paula MacAskill had a gig with 
a difference on Monday - presenting Shopmobility 

And country and western singer Paula was delighted 

the Shirlie project.

including the client booking sheet to register all 

Shopmobility co-ordinator Billy Ward told The Oban 
Times

an input into a local organisation. 

regard he is held in our committee by the fact that they 

‘When Billy approached us to ask for help with 
sponsoring this award, we had no hesitation in saying 

wheelchairs, powerchairs and scooters for those with 
mobility problems.

A LOCHABER woman escaped 
with her life on Monday 
afternoon after her car plunged 
into the same loch in which two 
teenagers drowned in a similar 
incident 30 months ago. 

The 28-year-old managed 
to swim ashore after escaping 

as her car sank in Loch Eilt. 

A REMOTE West Highland community is 
warning unless it can buy into a planned tidal 
power scheme others will lose out.

(GADT) wants to claim a stake in the Marine 
Current Turbines (MCT) project earmarked for 
Kylerhea, the narrows between Skye and the 
mainland.

would see four SeaGen turbines built on the 
seabed in 100-feet deep water.

The tidal array would generate enough power 

25-year lifespan.

kind, is likely to be followed by many more along 

needs from renewable sources by 2020.

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

‘Compared to the Highland 

The standard of the pitches and 

He added: ‘The football is the 

Both 23-year-olds featured 

game as they missed out on the 
title by just four points. 

scorer with 13 goals in just 18 

games, while Michael hit the 
net six times. Another former 

years ago and helped set up the 

Cobram and scored nine times.

attached to Highland League 
side Clachnacuddin since 
their return to Scotland, with 

by injury.

Park to play Fort William last 
Tuesday, with Michael on the 
substitutes bench.She was assisted by passers-by 

before being taken to the Belford 
Hospital for treatment for minor 
injuries.   

of Fort William Police said 
the local woman had been 

The accident happened three 

miles east of Lochailort around 
2.45pm, under half a mile from 
where Kirsty Bryden and her 

when their car skidded off the 
road and went into the loch in 
September 2010.   

Sergeant Campbell told The 
Oban Times

Conditions were good and the 
weather was dry and bright and 

the road.

anything except one minute it 
was dry and bright and the next 

Continued on page 3.

Woman’s lucky escape as car plunges into loch

Paula presents John with his award. 20_f11paula01

and potential funders on how community 

possible options is imminent.
First Minister Alex Salmond has already 

community shareholding in tidal renewables.

no mechanism is found to allow that to happen, 
local people will gain little or nothing – just as 
with the great hydro schemes of the 1950s and 
windfarms today. 

The Oban Times. ‘Our major 

communities up and down the west coast.

‘There is a strong potential here that the whole 

the norm for these companies to walk in and do 

increase community ownership of green power 
schemes.  

Mr MacLean said: ‘We are still getting reason-

but there seems to be restrictions being put on 

Continued on page 3.

Kylerhea: Glenelg and Arnisdale stake their claim

Cousins take 
another crack 
at football 
down under

AN EARTHQUAKE hit 
Mallaig on Sunday night – but 

for locals.

The quake was picked up on 
at 9.20pm and measured 1.8 

kilometres. But people in the 
MacDonald telling The Oban 
Times 

Jackpot rolls over

Fort William FC lotto draw.

Australia bound: footballing cousins Sean, left, and Michael Ellis. 
20_f11ellis01 
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ROAD group the A82 

years of lobbying for upgrades 
to lifeline route with the launch 
of a new website.

The site at www.a82.org will be 
regularly updated to inform the 
community of the partnership’s 
work and updates on major 
projects on the A82. 

Recent campaign successes 
include realignment of the 

road at Pulpit Rock and the 
Crianlarich Bypass, with both 
projects starting this year.

The partnership also won 
support from the wider West 
Highlands community, including 

councils, for phase two of its 

undertaken on the notorious 
10-mile stretch.

And transport minister Keith 
Brown has committed £2 million 
for a two-year design study with 
the contract for the work due 
to be awarded in the next 12 
weeks.

A82 Partnership chairman, 
Councillor Brian Murphy, noted 
successes but warned much 
more remains to be done. 

He said: ‘We need to keep up 
the pressure on the politicians 
and we need the continued 
backing of the people of the 
West Highlands to enable us to 
do that.  

Support

facility on the website for 
organisations, businesses and 

for the campaign and we would 

urge all our supporters to sign up 
on the website.’

While making Tarbet to 

the partnership is pledging to 

entire A82 and to highlight the 

impacts of countless closures 
and restrictions.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
deputy leader of Argyll and 

Bute Council and a member of 
the A82 Partnership steering 
group, said the website would be 

He added: ‘The Tarbet to 

the economies of the west coast 
of Argyll and the Highlands.’

Councillor John Semple, chair 
of HITRANS, the statutory 
regional transport body for the 
Highlands and Islands said the 

A82 Partnership has done ‘a 
great job’ of uniting a wide range 
of people and organisations 
behind its efforts.

He said: ‘The new A82 
Partnership website will help 
the campaign to engage with the 
wider community and get across 
our message of the importance of 

growth throughout the North.’

A82 Partnership launches website to follow major road’s progress

CHARITY workers brightened up the 
day for ladies on Fort William High 

mark International Women’s Day (IWD) 
on Friday.

Volunteers from Lochaber Women’s Aid 

with the number chosen to show support 

the past year.
Flowers are seen as the symbol for 

International Women’s Day, a holiday 
which is widely celebrated across Europe 

and Asia and has seen growing popularity 
in the UK in recent years.

LWA administrator Anita Maclean said 
they wanted to raise awareness of the 
day. 

abuse and are being supported to reclaim 

migrant women in Lochaber, it is 
increasingly important to recognise IWD 
and celebrate it, in addition to Mother’s 
Day.’

Gillian Wink, left, and Helen Wink were delighted to receive their free flowers from Julie Wileman. 20_f11women01

HILLWALKERS watched in 
horror as their friend slid down 

his death in Glencoe on Friday.
The 39 year-old tried to use 

his ice axe to stop his fall but 

Coire nam Beith.
The man was with four com-

panions near the summit when 
he slipped on the glass-like 
surface around 3pm and hurtled 
past the lead walker down the 
increasingly steep ice slope.

He disappeared into mist and 
fell around 200 metres onto 
rocks at the top of a winter climb 
known as Arch Gully.  

foot Bidean nam Biam where 
four people were killed in an 

Glencoe Mountain Rescue 

had spilt into groups to climb the 
mountain, was killed instantly.

He told The Oban Times:
‘They were descending in mist 
on a slope. One was in front 
and looked round to see his 
mate sliding past trying to stop 
himself with his ice axe -but he 
failed and disappeared into the 
mist.

‘Conditions were pretty un-

solid like concrete. If you slip 

stop yourself. It would be like 

to stop until you hit something 
hard lower down. 

‘None of the group was in a po-
sition to get to the body. All they 
knew was that he disappeared. 
I said to them ‘you are going to 

Glencoe
horror 
as friend 
falls to 
his death

If you slip you have 
about two seconds 
to stop yourself.

Glencoe MRT found the man 
caught behind a rock around 
6.30pm but opted not to attempt 

the exposed location and buffet-
ing winds. 

Team members climbed down 
on Saturday and lowered the 
body on a stretcher 1,200 feet to 

rescue helicopter from Prestwick 
picked him up around 3pm.

we had to walk past where the 

only a few hundred yards.

position to get him out of there. 
Normally people would fall right 
to the bottom.

-
copter because weather condi-

blowing you off your feet. 
‘So we took the decision 

dangerous’ but said the party 

experienced hillwalkers’. 
Oban student Christopher 

Bell, 24, junior doctor Rachel 
-

jumdar, 29 and her boyfriend 
Tom Chesters, 28, all died in the 

another boost with news that one of China’s 
biggest textile companies has taken a stake in 
Carloway Mill on Lewis.

Technological Group Ltd will open up new sales 
opportunities in China and across the globe.

countries while China is the world’s second 
biggest economy.

Carloway Mill spokesman Bruce Armitage 

mill, the Harris Tweed industry and Western 
Isles economy.

years, this new association with a global textile 

allow the Carloway Mill access to a potentially 

Proud
Bahman Mostaghimi, managing director of 

Shandong Ruyi UK said: ‘Harris Tweed has 
been a key player in the history of fashion and 
indeed you cannot separate Scotland from Harris 
Tweed or Harris Tweed from Scotland. We are 

introduce it to China.’
Political reaction was swift. Western Isles 

Council leader Angus Campbell, who is also 
chairman of the Harris Tweed Industry Forum, 

between the Carloway Mill and Shandong Ruyi 

work with the company to support its future 
expansion.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar parliamentarians, Angus 
Brendan MacNeil MP and Alasdair Allan MSP 
welcomed the news.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘I know the owners of 

island.
‘This is a potentially fabulous reward for their 

Tweed, our islands and indeed Scotland, to make 
a mark in the huge Chinese market.

Mr Allan said: ‘The Chinese market represents 
a huge potential for Harris Tweed and it’s great 

this area.’

manager in the country is 
celebrating reaching a major 
milestone in her career with 

Ardnamurchan.
Rosie Curtis was presented 

Alan Sutherland for clocking up 

company, Scotland’s largest.
Rosie joined the business in 

the salmon farm at Loch Sunart 

She told The Oban Times:
‘Fish farms are wonderful places 
to work. But it is out in the open 

‘So historically working on 
the farms has rather been the 
premise of men.

‘I am certainly the only female 

managers in all of Scotland.’
Manager

Besides the day job, mother 
of three Rosie is chairwoman 
of West Ardnamurchan 
Community Council, crew 
manager of the Kilchoan 

Kilchoan Coastguard. 
She is also Crofting 

Commission area assessor for 
Ardnamurchan and Sunart as 
well as being a crofter herself, 

committees. 

from her own farm often on the 
menu.

Alan Sutherland, Marine 

director said: ‘Congratulations 

at Loch Sunart.

of her community. 

company, and we look forward 
to many more years of her hard 
work.’

TOMORROW’S Red Nose Day 

from Caol.
Katie Standen staged a charity 

cycle, cup cake and coffee day 

cash for needy kids in Africa 

Ages of those taking part 
ranged from from Zander 
MacDonald and his sister Daisy 

Katie’s great-granny Helen 

Katie’s gran Alyson Stewart, 
who heads out to Sri Lanka in 
September for the latest of her 
Women for Women charity 
cycle rides in September, was 
delighted with her grand-

Lochyside paramedic Alyson, 

Red Nose fundraiser: Katie Standen, right, in white, with some of 
her local charity team before their cycle round the Blar Mhor.

The Oban Times: ‘Katie’s 

so she has done so well. 

it looks like she will be joining 
me when she is old enough on 
the charity cycles!

‘We had a great day and 19 
people cycled with her round 
the Blar Mhor and back to my 
house for coffee and red nose 
cup cakes.

people came to the house and a 
great laugh and good food was 
had by all. 

She added: ‘Can Katie take 
this chance to thank all those 
friends of mine who purchased 
red noses and sent them to her 
to re-sell and all those who 

raising attempt.’

Caol girl gets Red Nose 

Rosie Curtis: blazing a trail 
as the only female fish farm 

manager in Scotland.

Fish farm 
manager

a trail

Boost as Chinese textile giant 
takes stake in Harris Tweed

Continued from page one:

continuing.’
Morar man John Gibb 

campaigned alongside Kirsty’s 
parents Jan and John Bryden 

following the teenagers’ deaths.
When informed of Monday’s 

crash by The Oban Times, Mr 

‘It brings up some horrendous 

really reiterates the seriousness 
of the situation and that this road 

He added: ‘At the time 
immediately after the accident 
with the kids we were asking 
for crash barriers where the 
fatalities happened,at Craiglea 
[Mr Bryden’s home] and for 
anti-slip surfacing.

‘To be fair Transport Scotland 
responded, but when you are 
still getting people crashing and 
ending up in the loch clearly 
more needs to be done.’

Association 
awarded pier 
study cash
SOUTH Sleat Community 
Moorings Association has 

for All Scotland for a feasibility 

Pier in Armadale Bay.

said upgrading the pier ‘would 
be a boost to the community’.

THE BEST ski and snowboard 
freeriders from the UK and 
Europe will be descending 
on Glencoe this weekend to 
compete in the Coe Cup.

men and six women is coming 

Meldrum said.
He told The Oban Times: ‘We 

conditions on the mountain and 
more snow is forecast this week. 

‘As a Freeride World Tour 

cannot wait to showcase to the 
European competitors what a 
stunning location Glencoe and 

Skiers and snowboarders are 
judged on style, speed and 
cliff drops as they descend 

Saturday and Sunday is free to 
watch. 

Lucky escape

Ski and snowboard 
freeriders descend 
on Glencoe

Kylerhea: locals stake claim
Continued from front page.

-
person told The Oban Times:
‘We are working closely with the 
Glenelg and Arnisdale Trust and 

proposed at Kyle Rhea.
‘This includes funding for a 

study looking at ways in which 

place and the best options for the 
Trust.’

set up a £103million renew-

-
nity ownership of green power 
schemes.

-

ronmental impact assessment 
on Kylerhea and submitted a 
marine licence application to 
Marine Scotland. 

Sea Generation (Kyle Rhea) 
Ltd, the company set up by MCT 

public exhibitions on its plans 
next Tuesday at The Broadford 
Hotel, Broadford, and at Glenelg 
Community Village Hall next 
Wednesday, both from 3.30pm-
8pm. 

The public consultation runs 

-

megawatt Skerries Tidal Stream 
Array off the Anglesey coast. 

power 10,000 homes.

and are the subjects of reports to the 

Local people outraged at the 
destruction caused during the January 

track down the culprits. Inspector 
Donald Campbell said: ‘Fort Willliam 
police would like to thank members 
of the local community in Spean 
Bridge whose assistance has led to the 

on doors, windows, and a bike shelter 
at Spean Bridge Primary School, 

planted by the local tourist association 
and the upturning and emptying of a 
number of roadside grit bins, causing 

members of the tourism association 
and the local council.’

MORVERN residents are choosing 
which local body should dole out po-

money from future hydro schemes.
A postal ballot with a deadline of 

-

(MCT).
Highland Council wards manager 

Dot Ferguson said: ‘This is an oppor-
tunity for the community to decide 

where these monies should be held 
until such time decisions are made in 
respect of using them.’

an SSE scheme at Kingairloch, while 
MCT gets money from Glensanda 
Quarry. Ardtornish Estate has agreed 
to meet Highland Council’s recom-

per installed megawatt in full for its 
two hydro schemes commissioned so 
far.

Residents hold ballot on hydro scheme cash
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NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Argyll and Bute Council now offers free support to help local 
businesses supply goods and services to the public sector, 
through its membership of the Supplier Development Programme. 
This includes access to free workshops including: 

Is the Public Sector 
Right for You?
• Thurs 11th April, Argyll and Bute Council Chambers, Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 

10.00 to 12.30

• Fri 19th April, Queen’s Hall, Dunoon. 10.00 to 12.30

• Fri 26th April, Corran Halls, Oban. 10.00 to 12.30

This workshop is designed for companies and third sector organisations that have had little or no experience 
of tendering for public sector contracts and would like to become ‘tender ready’. It will help you decide if 
tendering is for you and if so how to go about it, give an overview of the tendering landscape and share some 
tips on successful tendering.

The workshop will provide a guide on procurement topics such as:

• Understanding the public sector market place

• Why certain processes are necessary

• Deciding if your business is ready for tendering

• Key procurement issues

• The assessment of tenders and the bidding process

• Improving your company’s chance of success

• The buyers perspective

After attending this workshop you will be able to decide if supplying the public sector is right for you, implement 
the first stages of entering this market, recognise the compliance issues that must be addressed, understand 
the basic requirements of the market and find and examine initial opportunities through appropriate channels.

To book a place at this workshop please register with the Supplier Development Programme at 
www.sdpscotland.co.uk. Registration is free and takes only a few minutes. You will then be able to book 
for this workshop or any of the other free workshops offered across Scotland.

An informal ‘Meet the Buyer’ networking event will follow each of the workshops above, 
12.30 – 14.00. Come along to meet members of the Council’s procurement team, ask 
questions and find out about opportunities to supply the Council. 

To find out more about the Supplier Development Programme visit www.sdpscotland.co.uk
or contact Argyll and Bute Council’s Business Gateway team on 01546 605459. 

Universal Home Insulation Scheme
Free loft, cavity and internal solid wall 

in selected parts of Oban, Helensburgh and 
Dunoon and surrounding areas

If you have already received a letter and you 
haven’t yet taken up the offer then please 
get in touch to receive your free energy 

You could save money on your energy bills 
and help protect the environment

Hurry! Ends soon – Act Now!
Contact us at enquiries@alienergy.org.uk 

or ring 01631 565183 (Mon-Frid 9am – 4pm) 
or 07919455933 any time

This scheme is funded by the Scottish Government 
and Energy With Ltd and is operated by ALIenergy 

for Argyll and Bute Council. Measures are free to the 
householder, up to a maximum value.

SENIOR REPORTER • QUALIFIED REPORTER • JUNIOR REPORTER

OBAN High School has become 
the only school to be recognised 
with a gold status from Investors 
in People Scotland.

Investors in People status is a 
standard which encourages busi-
ness excellence through staff 
development. Only three per 
cent of UK institutions achieve 
the gold accreditation. 

Oban High School 
strikes gold

Flames lit up the night sky above Oban this week as fire raced across a large area of grassland between Glencruitten and Connel  - See more Page 7 Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Islay High School pupils outperform FTSE 100 share index

Airport to 
now work 
for Oban
Targets achieved 
on island flights

FOUR budding investors from 
Islay High School have made 
£20,000 in virtual shares in 
just three months as part of a 
national competition – outper-
forming the FTSE 100 share 
index in the process.

Regional final 
The Miskits team of James 

Morrison, Keith MacNeil, 
Gavin Cameron and Anna 
McArthur could soon be giving 

London’s city boys a run for 

represent Islay High School in 

Investor Challenge, run by ifs
School of Finance, in Leeds 
next Wednesday.

The pupils, under the tutelage 
of business studies teacher 
Michael Mitten, were given 
£100,000 of virtual money to 
buy and sell shares in FTSE 100 

companies.
The shrewd Miskits managed 

to make nearly £20,000 on their 
shares, making them one of the 
most successful in the UK-wide 
competition.

One of seven teams from Islay 
High School to enter the com-

87th in the UK out of 10,000 
teams and will be one of 21 
teams from Scotland, Northern 

Ireland and the north of England 

Scottish schools have made the 

If successful at this stage, the 
youngsters will have the chance 
of making it through to the 

all expenses paid educational 
trip to New York and £2,000 for 
their school is up for grabs.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 

Russell, the Scottish Govern-
ment’s education secretary, 
said: ‘The next time I am on 
Islay I will be seeking tips 
because it seems these pupils 
could manage my money better 
than I can.

‘I am very enthused by practi-
cal education like this and I am 
delighted to hear of the pupils’ 
success, which shows the range 
of skills around and that young 

people on Islay can compete 
with the best.’  

The competition, supported by 
Bloomberg, gives teams of four 
students aged between 14 and 
19 years old the opportunity to 
experience shares dealing and 
investing in the stock market. 

Now in its 20th year, the 
competition is the largest of its 
kind in the UK and is also open 
to international students.

Investing students’ team is one of the most successful in the UK-wide competition

A RELAUNCH of Oban Airport 
will aim to make it work for the 

-
ing its objective of supporting 
the region’s islands.

Station manager Tom Ed-
dleston made the statement as 
Argyll and Bute Council con-

year, with some 3,224 making 
use of the facility – nearly 700 
more than the previous year. 

‘Lifeline service’ 
Of those, more than half were 

for NHS, council or public body 
staff - making the airport a 
‘lifeline service’ for the isles.

Moya Ingram, the council’s 
strategic transportation 

a new stakeholder group will 
be formed this summer as the 
council looks to redouble its 
efforts and market the facility 
effectively to ensure the airport 

and not just the isles.
While there’s no concrete 

news on expansion of services, 
it is hoped the efforts will lead 
to an expansion of services 
to the airport – including the 
previously mooted potential for 
air links to Glasgow.

Speaking exclusively to The 
Oban Times at the airport on 
Tuesday, Ms Ingram said: 
‘Speaking from experience, I 
stayed in Inveraray recently and 
I was looking through the in-
formation in the hotel and there 
were details about Glasgow 
and Edinburgh airports – but it 
didn’t say anything about Oban.  

Marketing 
‘That’s where we’re failing.  

We need to drive more business 
to the airport and let people 
know it’s there.’

Mr Eddleston added: ‘Oban 
Airport was initially set up to 
support the islands – mission 
accomplished. Now it’s about 
supporting Oban.’

Work to market the airport has 
started already, with the facility 
appearing on national televi-
sion and newspapers in recent 
weeks.

Local businesses, community 
representatives, tourism bodies, 
hoteliers and neighbours of 
the site are among those to be 
invited to join the new Oban 
Airport stakeholder group, 
with a meeting to be held in the 
Corran Halls in May to discuss 
ways to make better use of the 
airport.

FRESH questions have been 
asked of the stability of Argyll 
and Bute Council’s ruling 
administration following the 
resignation of one of its most 
senior members.

Michael Breslin, until last week 
the authority’s lead councillor 
for education, said he could no 
longer be a part of the SNP fol-
lowing disagreements within the 
alliance administration.

Explaining his decision, Mr 
Breslin blamed the council vot-
ing to progress a closure of Du-
noon’s Struan Lodge care home 
– a move he declined to vote on 
– ‘duplicity’ and disagreements 
within the administration and 
‘poor behaviour’ among council-
lors when former leader Roddy 
McCuish fell ill and announced 
his decision to stand down.

He also described new council 
leader James Robb as the ‘wrong 
person for the job’.

But the SNP/independent/Ar-
gyll First administration will 
later this month come under 
fresh scrutiny after failing to 
persuade the Scottish Govern-
ment to consider building a new 
road at the Rest and Be Thankful 
on the A83 and to postpone the 
new Campbeltown-Ardrossan 
ferry service for a year to allow 
for infrastructure upgrades.

Campbeltown councillor Rory 
Colville said: ‘There’s no point 
being in administration if it’s not 
going to be a strong one.  There’s 
a motion that’s been accepted for 
next week’s meeting questioning 
the practices and traditions of 
the council.’

Responding, Mr Robb, said: 
-

tion will continue to put the 
interests of the people of Argyll 

hope to have the support of the 
opposition councillors.’

He declined to comment on the 
exact content of the opposition’s 
motion until it was in the public 
domain.

Argyll 
and Bute 
councillor
resigns

We offer a good, competitive salary + private health care + enhanced pension + life assurance + 

We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualification 
      in journalism
> Shorthand

> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage
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The eighth century currently being reassembled before being 
returned to the Isle of Iona

‘We believe it was commissioned 
by a King around the mid 700s’

Virtual gateway 

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

VisitScotland may use Luing as a showcase island for others

Islay students 
are part-time 
school cleaners
‘Working’ pupils now finding 
added pride in their school

-

-
-

-

Hotel worker 
remanded in 
custody

Mary’s Meals film 
on television

-

-

-

Man admits 
Dunbeg thefts

-

Unsafe 

-

-

-

-

Boats fail random 
inspections at   
Argyll ports

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Staff and customers of Oban shoe shop appeal for new buyer

-
-

-

RNLI Oban committee members and lifeboat crewmen raise a dram to its next fundraising effort.

-

-
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Atlantis Leisure 
Indoor League

Team           P  W   D  L  Pts
Atlantis              9    8   0    1   24
Oban Times     10    7   0    3   21
Carpet Fitters    8    7   0    1   21
RM Builders     8    7    0   1   21
Oban HS        10    5    1    4   16
Handy Men       9    4    0    6  12
Glenorchy          9    3    0    7    9
Royal Hotel       9    1    0    8    3
OES                   9    0    0    9    0
Stoddarts T&T  0     0   0    0    0

‘Red card seemed very harsh 
to me,’ says manager Jackson

FOOTBALL

Red card 
ends Saints’ 
cup dream

THE MUCH anticipated
seventh round Fosters Scottish
Amateur Cup replay against cup
favourites Colville Park took
place at Glencruitten before a
big crowd, but a harsh red card
for Craig MacEwan after 24
minutes killed off any chance
the home side had of making the

The Oban side struggled a bit in

defence under pressure, but they
were pressing the ball much
quicker and getting players up
the park as often as possible in
this match, always with an eye
on defence to cope with the

Saints took the lead in the 12th
minute when Willie Gemmell

left which was met by Craig
MacEwan at the front post who
despatched a great header past

This goal was no more than the
home side deserved as they were
the better team in the opening

The visitors’ main tactic was
to knock the ball into the corners
for their two wide men Tommy
Murray and James Miller to run
on to, but the home defenders
were coping reasonably well

The turning point of what
would have been a cracking game
happened in the 24th minute
when Daniel Cassells fumbled

from his grasp and was rolling

MacEwan and Alex Clearie went
for the ball with Craig knocking
over the Colville Park striker
in the process - penalty, which
was the correct decision, but to
everybody’s amazement referee
Tommy Gilchrist, incidentally
from Motherwell, showed Craig

Tommy Murray stepped up
and slammed the ball home
much to the relief of the Colville

The game was killed off as a
contest just before the interval
when the visitors scored two

Alan Litster shot past Daniel
Cassells and two minutes later
James Miller scored a well taken

Saints knew their Scottish
Cup dream was over for this
season as there was going to be
no way back, but they battled
away, putting the visitors
under pressure on several
occasions, although not really
troubling Colville keeper Jordan

The visitors were hungry for
more goals, but the Oban boys

Saints’ Keith Millar makes contact with the ball - and a Colville player - with this overhead kick. Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Scottish Amateur Cup 
7th Round Replay 

OBAN SAINTS 1 
COLVILLE PARK 3

FOLLOWING their cup defeat,
20 players and committee mem-
bers of Oban Saints travelled to
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glas-
gow for the Scottish Amateur
League Dinner and Achievement
Awards night where club captain
Keith Millar received an award
for his services to Oban Saints,
the SAFL Select and the Scottish

The award was presented to
Keith by league president Frank

Guest speakers at the evening
were John McKelvie, Tosh

were defending well with Marc
MacCallum putting in a man
of the match performance with
a great second half display,
winning tackles and headers
time after time and urging his
team mates forward at every

Daniel Cassells made up for his
earlier mistake with a couple of
excellent saves to keep the eager

It was a gutted Saints squad that
trudged off the park at the end of
the 90 minutes wondering what
might have been if MacEwan

Manager Iain Jackson said:
‘I was proud of the lads, they
played well against one of
the best teams in the country
and I thought we were the
better side until the referee took
a hand in the proceedings and
showed Craig the red card which

‘It would have been interesting
to see what the result would have

we might just have caused a big
cup upset, but unfortunately

how Sir Alex Ferguson felt when
Nani was shown the red card
against Real Madrid!’

Big cup games are coming
thick and fast for the Oban side as
this Saturday they take on Pollok
in the third round of the West of

be played at Glencruitten with a

ENTRANTS travelled from ass
far as Tobermory and Dunoon
to compete in Lorn Clay Target
Club’s 50-bird down-the-line
clay pigeon shooting competi-

Held on Saturday, at the Moss
Road, North Connel, the compe-

High winds gave challenging
conditions for the shooters and
many a frustrated cry was heard
as the targets lurched unpredict-

High gun was J MacIntyre on
138 out of 150 possible points,
second place on 137 was D Mac-
Coll and third place on 136 was

-
ished fourth, ahead of G Craw-

Prizewinners from Lorn Clay Target Club’s down-the-line competition, from left: winner                 J 
MacIntyre, H MacLean, H MacFadyen, G Crawford, S Wilson, D MacColl. 

CLAY PIGEON

MacIntyre is high gun at Lorn
Clay Target Club’s 50-bird shoot
MacAlistair wins pool trap with straight 8

FOOTBALL
Keith Millar.

Saint Millar          
lifts
SAL award

OBAN Saints youth results:

Daniel McCuish (3), Kenny Mac-
Donald, Couper Munt, Cammy
Scott (2), Scott Rowley, Bepe

Cooper (2), Lomond MacPher-

: Under-
13s v Westerton; Goldenhill v
Under-14s; Milngavie v Under-

Results 

MOTM Euan Dewar;
Oban Times 15, Oban High
School 5,
MOTM Sean Grant;
Handy Men 11, The Royal Hotel
3,

Sunday, March 17:

Builders;
6pm The Handy Men v OES;

High School;

THERE have been six previous
unsuccessful attempts at
defending The Oban Pool
League title and once again it
looks like a poisoned chalice

Markie Dans A, who were
leading the title race by a point
over nearest rivals The Cellar
before last Thursday’s contest,
knew even a draw would have

seat with a couple of league

the current champions, The
Cellar had their own agenda and
aspirations and Markie Dans’
proud undefeated run at home
was blown away as The Cellar
ran riot, losing only one singles
match and all but securing their

Elsewhere, The Lochnell just

about edged the Connel derby
against The Gluepot and can
claim bragging rights for the

The Kelvin ended their long
run without a win against The
Claredon, The Lancaster ‘B’

‘B’ in a close encounter and
The Lochavullin and Lancaster
‘A’ shared the spoils in the

Cup final
This week The Lochavullin

and Markie Dans ‘A’ contest The

and the re-arranged Lancaster

take all teams level on matches

Results:
The Kelvin 6-4 The Claredon;
The Lochnell 6-4 The Gluepot;
Markie Dans A 1-9 The Cellar;
Lancaster B 6-4 Markie Dans B;
The Lochavullin 5-5 Lancaster

Fixtures today (Thursday):
Lancaster A v Lancaster B; OFS
Cup Final - Markie Dans A v

League
                                          P      PTS
1 The Cellar                     16       28
2 Markie Dans A             16       27
3 Lancaster B                  15       22
4 Lancaster A                  15       17
5 The Lochnell                16       16
6 The Lochavullin           16       15
7 Markie Dans B             16       11
8 The Claredon                16       10
9 The Kelvin                    16        8
10 The Gluepot                16        4

INDOOR FOOTBALLPOOL

Oban Pool League championship
Markie Dans crash in title race big match

OBAN head back to the venue
of their West Bowl victory for
a table-topping clash at Bonhill
against Loch Lomond on Satur-

The league game between the
sides in November saw Oban
seal a last-minute 18 - 17 win,
courtesy of a Craig Wright

Oban Lorne must recover
from their 30-26 home defeat
against Paisley two weeks ago
with captain Robin MacQueen
and coaches Corrie Louw and
Andrew Johnson hoping for a
positive reaction to the unex-

A win at Bonhill will see Oban
reclaim top spot with a game in
hand and set the team up well for

Oban Lorne ready for table-top clash at Bonhill
RUBGY

Argyll and Bute rugby develop-

plays for Oban Lorne, said: ‘This

could be the most important few
weeks in the history of the club
with a league championship and

Sandwiched between these

two games is another important
league game at home to Lanark

hoping for all rugby fans in the
area to show support for the side

Glencruitten Golf Club
JOHN Plunkett (6) led the way
in the weekly Stableford at
Glencruitten with a score of 40

Steven McCuish (16) and Phil-
lip Murphy (1) had 38 points,
Hugh McIvor (17) and Steven

Alan Jamieson (11) and James

GOLF

The pool trap was won by E
MacAlistair, who was the only

night is on April 11 at the shoot-
ing ground on the Moss Road

Visitors of any standard,
including complete beginners,
are welcome down to give clay

com or contact the club via the

The club is also planning a
fortnightly summer league on

FW

OBAN teams made up the
majority of entries to the South
of Scotland Indoor 5-a-side
tournament, which returned
to the shinty calendar after a

Held at Atlantis Leisure,
Oban, on Sunday, a modest
seven teams played a round
robin format that involved two
teams from both Oban Cama-

nachd and Oban Celtic, as well
as Inveraray, Ardnalassies and

Eventually it was Celtic A
that cruised through the group
winning all their games, with
Camanachd A earning their

goal difference from Inveraray
and Celtic B, who then played

Celtic B, Ardnamurchan and
Ardnalassies exited at this stage
after giving a good showing of

Camanachd B won the third
place play-off after a second
phase of extra time to win prob-
ably the most exciting and tense

Eventual player of the tourna-
ment Lewis Buchanan had his

Celtic A must have gone into
-

ites but some tactical changes in
the Camanachd A line up had

Celtic A wondering what might

Ross McMillan cruised

to punish Celtic at will and some
early goals had Celtic chasing

-
power saw them run away 6-1
winners in the end and take the

Argyll and Bute Shinty Devel-

said: ‘I was delighted with the

standard of play throughout the

‘What is more important is
that the event took place this
year after not being played last

It is vital that we have a regu-
lar programme of shinty that
allows our players a platform
to compete and improve their
skills – this event certainly
adds value to the programme of

Above - third placed Oban Camanachd B. 
15_t11shintyfives02 

Top left - Inveraray. 15_t11shintyfives01

Left - Tournament runners-up Oban Celtic A. 
15_t11shintyfives03

INDOOR SHINTY

South of Scotland Indoor 5-a-side tournament returns to Atlantis

Tournament winners Oban Camanachd A. 15_t11shintyfives04



Sport
Page 26
FW

RUGBY

Lochaber drop 
points at home

FORT William and Kinloch-

points of 2013 after a 2-2 draw 
in tricky conditions at An Aird 
on Saturday.

A bitter breeze was blowing 
through An Aird, with the home 
side having the wind advantage 

Neither side was able to create 
much until ’Shiel marksman 
Finlay MacRae added to his 
goal against Kingussie last week 
with a strike in the 25 minute.

Conceding seemed to spur 
Fort into action, and within two 
minutes forward Ryan Campbell 
hit an unstoppable shot from the 
left side of the goal to make the 
score 1-1.

And just 60 seconds later 
Campbell struck again, with 
another ferocious hit from a 
similar spot to give his side the 
lead.

As they game went on, both 
sides created chances, with the 
visitors increasing the pressure 
in the second half with the wind 
at their backs.

With just nine minutes left to 
play, MacRae took his tally to 
three goals in two games and 
earned his side a share of the 
points.

Fort co-manager Adie Rob-
ertson said he felt a share of the 
points was a fair result for both 
sides.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
were under a fair bit of pressure 
in the second half, but saying 
that, I don’t think they created a 
huge amount.

‘Overall the draw was prob-
ably a fair result, although 
obviously we would have liked 
to have taken two points since 
we were at home.

‘There was a cold wind, and 
in the second half we were 
up against it. We had a fairly 
inexperienced centre line and I 
thought they did well.’

Cameron Grant, 16, and 
Calum Shepard, 15, played 
alongside the more experienced 
Stevie Stewart in the middle of 
the park. 

’Shiel boss Johnston Gill said 
he felt his side improved as the 
game went on, and could have 
nicked the win in the second 
half.

He said: ‘I thought we were a 
wee bit unlucky not to win the 
game. 

‘Our guys are playing very 
well as they showed in the 

and continued that against Fort 
William.’

FORT William Table Tennis 
Club is inviting players of all 
levels to join its Monday night 
training sessions.

The 2013 season is well under-
way, but anyone is free to come 
along to the evenings, which run 
from 6.30pm to 9pm.

For more information ring 
James on 01397 708827.

FORT William go into this 
Saturday’s cup clash with 
Clachnacuddin with renewed 

improved displays.
Danny Conlon’s side will take 

on the Inverness side in the 
Breedon Aggregates Highland 
League Cup at Grant Street Park 
just over a week after the sides 
met in the league, with Clach 
winning 2-0 at Claggan.

The game follows a midweek 
trip to Nairn last night (Wednes-
day).

Fort are hopeful left back Dar-
ren Duncan will be available for 
Saturday after recovering from 
a hamstring injury.

Conlon told The Oban Times:
‘The games are coming fast and 
furious just now. We’ve probably 
had the hardest run of games of 
any team in the league. If I had a 
bigger squad I’d be resting some 
players.

‘It’s going to be a really dif-

expect, they are right up there, a 
top three or four side. They play 
at a really high tempo, so it’ll be 
a hard and fast game.’

Conlon said a controversial 
penalty award ‘ruined’ their 
game against reigning Highland 
League champions Forres 
Mechanics last Saturday.

with Forres holding a narrow 1-
0 lead, the ref pointed to the spot 
after adjudging Darren Quigg to 
have fouled Scott Moore, much 
to the dismay of the home play-
ers and supporters.

Simon Allan took the kick and 
sent Fort keeper Kyle Robertson 
the wrong way.

Conlon said: ‘It was never a 
penalty in a month of Sundays. 
The referee was the only person 
in the ground who saw it as a 
foul.

‘There was a lot of angry peo-
ple in the dressing room at half 
time, a lot of frustrated people. 
It ruined the game for us.’

Conlon also questioned the 
amount of injury time played.

He said: ‘There was no substi-
tutions, and no injuries, so I’ve 
no idea where he found four and 
a half minutes to add on.’

Moore had earlier given his 

footed shot from the edge of the 

Robertson.
Fort were giving as good as 

they got, but struggled to create 
chances. Scott Hunter had their 
best opportunity in the 37th 
minute but saw his shot well 
saved.

Forres effectively sealed their 
victory seven minutes after the 
beeak when Ryan Mackintosh 
made the score 3-0.

But Fort kept battling and 
pulled one back two minutes 
later when Martin Groat’s ball 
into the centre was slotted home 
by Andy Maclean from six 
yards.

FORT William Golf Club 
members are gearing up for the 
opening competition of the year 
on Saturday March 30.

A three man Texas scramble 

season underway, and will be 
followed by the monthly medal 
competition.

LOCHABER missed the chance 
to move back up the RBS Cal-
edonia Regional league Division 
2 North with a narrow 21-17 loss 
at home to Aberdeen University 
Medics on Saturday.

The Banavie club now face 
three tricky away ties, starting 
with a visit to Lewis to take 
on bottom club Stornoway on 
March 23.

DOUGIE Lampkin, the winner 
of the 2012 Scottish Six Day 
Trial is already preparing to 
defend his title in this year’s 
event.

Lampkin secured a historic 
and record-breaking sixth SSDT 
victory last May when the 
competition saw its closest 
climax in its 101 history.
The Englishman will be one of 
270 riders competing in the trial, 
which takes place in and around 
Fort William from May 6-11.

The entry list comprises both 
amateur and professional riders 
who travel from all over the 
world to take part in the unique 
endurance test.

ALLEYCATS have maintained 
their place at the top of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10 pin bowling leagues scratch 
division after 13 weeks of play at 
the Nevis Centre.

The leaders are on 59 points, 
followed by Council in second 
place with 49 points with 
Splitheads in third place on 41 
points. 

Council are the new leaders 
in the handicap division with 
43 points after previous leaders 
Alleycats went down 5–0 to 
Rotavators. Alleycats are now 
in second place on 39 points. 
Ardtoe/Nevis Radio are third, 
also on 39 points.

The top individual scratch 
game came from Brian Stewart 
(Council) with 198. Other games 
of note were a 180 from Sean 
MacPherson (Splitheads), 179 
from Colin Pinkett (Council) 
and 173 from Tony Whitelocke 
(Alleycats). 

The top handicap game was 
246 from Robbie Robertson 
(Rotavators). The highest two 
game scratch series went to 
Brian Stewart with 342 and the 
top two game handicap series 
went to Robbie Robertson with 
465.

Council swept the board for 
this weeks best team perform-
ance with a scratch game of 618, 
handicap game of 823, two game 
scratch series of 1,199 and two 
game handicap team series of 
1,609.

The top individual scratch 
averages are held by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 162, 
followed by Pam Weller (Alley-
cats) on 149 and Colin Pinkett 
(Council) on 147.

’Shiel’s Keith MacRae battled with Fort defender Chris Bamber 
throughout the match - 20_f11shinty05

MOTORCYCLING

Lampkin to defend 
Six Days title

GOLF

Summer season 
starts at Fort

TABLE TENNIS

Table tennis invite 
for everyone 

Fort’s Iain Foggo makes a last ditch tackle on the edge of his own box to deny Forres’ Lee Fraser a shot at goal - 20_f11fort01

FOOTBALL
Highland League
FORT WILLIAM 0 

FORRES MECHANICS 3

‘It was never a penalty 
in a month of Sundays. 
The referee was the 
only person in the 
ground who saw a foul’ 
- says Fort’s Conlon

Penalty
call
ruins
Fort’s 
chances

Improving performance raises 
hope ahead of busy schedule

SHINTY
Orion Premier Division

FORT WILLIAM 2 
KINLOCHSHIEL 2

Campbell double earns Fort 
William share of premier points
‘Overall the draw was probably a fair result’

10 PIN BOWLING
Alleycats stay top

LOCAL runners are preparing 
for Lochaber Athletic Club’s 
Glen 10k road race in Glen Nevis 
this Saturday.

-
ter league event of the season, 
with trophies handed out in the 
Nevis Centre in the evening.

Gary MacDonald can’t be 
caught in the men’s league, while 
Elaine Liddell and Kirsten Airlie 

title.
Home runners dominated the 

Glen 10k last year, with John 

ahead of club mate Allan Ross to 
take the win.

Nicola Meekin had a strong 

race.

off from Claggan Park at 11am.

ATHLETICS

Runners get ready 
for this Saturday’s 
Glen 10k road race

Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate, north easterly
 Temperatures 4C to 6ºC

Friday Sunshine and showers
 Winds moderate, south westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Increasing chance of rain
Outlook Winds increasing north easterly
 Temperatures 1ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   
Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  
Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 21, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  06.54 2.1 14.17 2.7 19.15      1.9        **.**       **.**  
Fri  02.08 2.8 09.23 1.9 15.10      2.9        20.29     1.7
Sat  03.09 3.1 10.02 1.7 15.48      1.1        20.10      3.6
Sun  03.50 3.3 10.32 1.4 16.22      3.4        22.12     1.1
Mon  04.27 3.6 11.02 1.1 16.56 3.6        22.49      09
Tues  05.03 3.8 11.32 0.9 17.28 3.8 23.25     0.6
Wed  05.36 4.0 12.02 0.7 17.57 3.9 **.**      **.**
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

8

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

11
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