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his tour of 
the world
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matters

We have support 
from every area of 
the community
chairman
Oban Bay Marine

A MAN working as part of the 
team laying an electricity cable 
off Islay has died after being 
caught in the anchor chain 
of the ship he was aboard.
  The man, who is of Polish origin 
and in his 40s, was working 
aboard the Forth Guardsman 
off Brosdale Island in the Sound 
of Islay when the incident hap-
pened.

The ship onwer, Fife-based 
Briggs Marine, has suspended 
its work to re-lay the cable while 
an investigation into the incident 
takes place.

day and the man was picking 
up a pre-laid mooring at around 
7.30pm. 

It is believed he was then hit by 
the anchor cable and thrown into 
the water.

The crew of the vessel managed 
to get him out of the water within 

-
able boat. The Islay lifeboat was 
called out to assist. 

The man was then taken by 
helicopter to Crosshouse Hospital 
near Kilmarnock but died from 
his injuries just after 9pm.

A spokesman for Briggs Marine 
said on Monday that the man had 
worked with the company for two 
years and his colleagues were 
extremely shocked by what had 
happened.

The company is working for 
Scottish and Southern Energy 
to carry out repairs to the cable, 
which brings mains electricity to 
Jura, Islay and Colonsay.

The cable was damaged at the 
end of September last year and a 
temporary repair was carried out 
at the end of 2010. 

The full repair, involving three 
ships and 25 workers, only started 
this week and was due to break 
for Easter on March 28.

Man killed 
on Islay 
cable
vessel

A FISHING boat that has lain 
precariously on its side for over 
two years at Oban’s North Pier 
could be moved within a week.

The owner of the eight-metre 
long, Irish registered Lady 
Evelyn, Derek Grier, has been 
working to repair the hull of the 
decaying vessel for some time, 
struggling against complications 
presented by a combination of a 
bad back and low income.

While the vessel has been 
described as everything from ‘a 
blight on Oban’s harbour’ to ‘a 
black mark on the town’, Derek 
is hoping his perseverance to 
return the vessel to its former 
glory will pay off.

Work on the port side has 

progressed to the stage that the 
vessel can effectively be righted 
and put on ‘legs’ to allow a 
temporary patch to be made, al-
lowing the boat to move to a new 
home at the Sound of Kerrera on 
the Gallanach side.

Once there, it will once again 
be put on legs and repairs won’t 
be at the mercy of the tides, hope-
fully speeding its restoration.

Derek, who only took owner-
ship of the once-proud vessel 
last October said: ‘The next 
stage is to get the Lady Evelyn
up onto her legs at the end of this 
week/beginning of next week 

port side.
‘I have about seven to 10 me-

tres of caulking (joint sealing) to 
re-do above the waterline before 

‘After that, a temporary patch 
can be put on to facilitate a quick 
move to her new home.

‘The idea then is to strip her of 
everything that has corroded too 
badly to repair and to clean her 
thoroughly inside and out.’

One possible hitch is that Derek 
is yet to acquire the legs, which 
he said will have to be about 18ft 
long by 1ft thick, similar to a 
telegraph pole. He also requires 
a three-inch pipe for a salvage 
pump to allow the boat to be 
moved. 

Once done, he hopes to be able 
to carry out the repairs without 

attracting any negative atten-
tion.

As he suffers from a bad back, 
Derek is limited in the amount of 
work he can do at any one time.  
He is therefore hoping someone 
experienced in boat repairs can 
give him advice on the best way 
to progress his efforts.

He said: ‘There is no money in 
it, but if things go the way I hope 
there will be plenty of motoring 
around the west coast and I have 
been promised a good welcome 
if she ever was to make it back 
to her home port of Dingle in 
southern Ireland’

To assist Derek or for more 
information, you can email 
admin@rebuildalittleship.co.uk.

Lady Evelyn may move at last
The fishing boat Lady Evelyn may sail again and relieve local concern that she would rot away at her North Pier mooring 15_t11boat1

THE A85 will be closed 
overnight at Orchy Bridge, near 
Dalmally, on March 22 to allow 
for repairs.

The closure will begin as a 
single lane convoy system from 
6pm and at 10pm the full closure 
will be enforced until 6am the 
following day.

The works, to be carried out 
by Scotland Tarnserv, involve 
the repair of a section of the 
bridge deck, which is rapidly 
deteriorating as a consequence of 
the severe winter weather. 

Local access will be main-
tained and emergency services 
will have unrestricted access.

A85 to close 
overnight              
near Dalmally

POLICE have arrested a 26-year-
old man following a robbery in 

Oban at around midnight on 
Monday.

The man is accused of striking 
a woman on the head and steal-
ing her purse, before removing 
cash from it.

Man arrested after 
Oban filling station 
late night mugging

Argyll and Bute 
announce Royal 
Wedding holiday

and pupils an extra day off for 

The decision was made at 
an executive meeting of the 
authority. 

burglar who was disturbed by 
a couple in Oban’s Ardconnel 

last Tuesday.
At around 1am a woman in 

the house was disturbed and 
saw a man walking through her 
hallway and into the kitchen. 
She shouted for her husband the 

and six feet in height and aged in 
his late 20s.

He was wearing a grey hooded 
top, dark body warmer and grey 
jogging bottoms. 

Anyone saw anything suspi-
cious should contact Oban Police 
Station on 01631 510500. 

Search mounted 
for Oban burglarPontoons

in place 
for 2012
Organising body becomes 
community interest company

Heb science fest
THE second Hebridean 
Science Festival takes place this 
weekend, aiming to be even 
bigger and better than last year.
The festival runs from today 

Saturday. For more - www.
hebrideansciencefestival.com

-
lands and Islands (UHI) contrib-
uted over £26million to the Argyll 

year, also supporting over 350 jobs.
A new economic impact assess-

ment shows that the involvement of 
the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) in Dunbeg and 

Meanwhile, the Lochaber economy 

with the UHI supporting 66 jobs in 
the area.

In total, the UHI contributed 
£191million to the Scottish economy, 

supporting 3,300 full time jobs.
The report, Economic Impact of 

the University of the Highlands and 
Islands and its academic partners, 
showed that for every £1 invested in 
UHI, the university put back nearly 
£4 into the economy.

Welcoming the report, UHI 
principal and vice-chancellor, James 
Fraser, said: ‘It shows that invest-
ment in UHI from the public purse 

these uncertain economic times, it is 

people know the value UHI brings to 
their communities. 

is a tangible economic difference to 
be made by UHI delivering higher 
education in partnership with our 
constituent colleges and research 
centres, many of whom who also 
deliver further education in their 
respective communities.’

However, Mr Fraser has warned 
that UHI will need a greater share of 
public funding if it is to achieve its 
objectives and is lobbying political 
parties to press its case in the run up 
to the Holyrood election in May. 

He said: ‘A new university awakens 
high levels of expectation in its com-
munity and UHI is no exception. 

‘We have to generate the academic 

activities in order to satisfy the 
demand for education, training, 
learning and research. 

‘We are in the ironic position of 
being able to accept more students 
from outside the UK, because we 
charge them full cost fees, but not 
able to grow the number of students 
from the UK and Europe, because of 
government funding constraints.

‘Scotland has created a new uni-
versity; Scotland must ensure that it 
progresses to maturity by allocating 
exceptional funding in the early 
years.’
See also - Page 3

University brings £26 million and 350 
jobs to Argyll economy claims report

PONTOONS will be in Oban Bay 
by spring 2012.

Directors of the company be-
hind the plan, Oban Bay Marine 
(OBM) say the project will be 
delivered on time and under 
original budgets. The 54-berth 
transit marina will open the west 
coast up to yachts, bringing a 
much needed income boost to the 
town, they claim.

Two things stand in the way of 
the development – a change in 
the original approved plans and a 
‘small shortfall’ in cash.

John MacGregor chairman of 
Oban Bay Marine (OBM) said: 
‘The cost of the project has come 
down and the number of berths 
have increased.

‘We still have £800,000 on the 
table from Crown Estates. We 
have met with Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) several 
times. They will certainly come 
up with a massive amount of 
funding. There are other potential 
funding streams.

‘Two pontoon manufacturers 

project. We have made plans for a 
piled transit marina system. This 
type of anchorage will reduce 
maintenance costs from £20,000 
to £5,000 per year.

‘After permissions are granted, 
there will be a site investigation 
in the next few weeks to detect 
the seabed surface and viability.

‘We will then take tenders for a 
fully equipped 54-berth develop-
ment with lighting, fuel berth, 
bollards and signage with a view 
to completion in spring 2012.

‘Our income is based on the 
pontoon use at a 50 per cent oc-

similar facility in Tobermory.
‘We have support from every 

area of the community including 
the chairman of the local area 
committee, Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre and the Port Users 
Group.’

At the Annual General Meet-
ing, held on Monday night, OBM 
became a community interest 
company - meaning it can issue 

explained: ‘It is a bit like the 
operation at Oban Mart. People 
can lend the company unsecured 
money, or they can donate or buy 
a small amount of shares.’

Director Maitland Murray, said: 
‘On the same footprint as the 
original plan we have changed 
the seaward entrance from north 
to south to give greater protection 
to vessels from a north westerly 
wind. This south entrance is worth 

project less vulnerable.
‘Pedestrian access will now 

be from the Esplanade (George 
Street) rather than the South Pier. ’

OBM were turned down for 

after the project was deemed 
unviable by Argyll and Bute 
Council.

A JAPANESE woman living in Oban has been unable to contact 
her friends since the Tsunami. She fears the worst and has set about 

appeal. Fumiko Miller, a Co-op shop assistant, said: ‘I have many 
friends and colleagues I have not heard from. It makes me sad.’

Fears for friends in Japan

Message in a 
bottle found  
after 76 years - 
to the very day
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Jean McLeod and Kim Malcolm on the old Duror bridge which they would like to see restored as a local 
beauty spot.  15_t11durorbridge01

Ambitious bid 
to restore old 
Duror bridge
AN ambitious plan to restore an 
ancient bridge to its former glory 
is being drawn up in Duror.

The idea to repair the old bridge 
was submitted to Duror and 
Kentallan Community Council 
after members asked how they 
could best spend some money 
they had available for improve-
ments around the villages.

Community council member 
Jean McLeod, who raised the 
idea to her colleagues, said it was 
a big project and advice should be 
sought on how to proceed.

She said two trees would need 
to be removed and further details 
sought on the state of the stone-
work and the repairs needed.

Fellow member, Kim Malcolm, 
explained the main road to Oban 
used to run over the bridge until 
work started on the new highway 
at the start of the Second World 
War and completed after hostili-
ties had ceased.

‘Its only claim to fame was that 

Online campaign calls for return of sea plane service to Oban
A FACEBOOK campaign has 
started to bring Loch Lomond 
Sea Planes back to Oban after the 
company cut the route because 
of lack of interest.

Local ferryman Allan Strang, 
who works on the Kerrera route, 

has only just started the page, but 
has already attracted 27 fans. 

He’s hoping the page will gather 
enough support to encourage the 
company to change its mind.

Allan said: ‘The sea plane is 
important to the area for tour-

ism. On occasion, locals would 
use it to go and meet friends and 
family in Glasgow as it took just 
over half an hour from Oban to 
the Clyde. Even football fans 
were using the service.  

around Glasgow, Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs area too, which 

‘I have started a Facebook page 

‘It’s a loss that we don’t need 

for Oban and it would be great to 
see them return.’ 

To support the campaign, log 
in to your Facebook account and 
search for: ‘Join to campaign for 
the sea plane service to Oban to 
start up again.’

REPORT 
by STUART LAUNDY

slaundy@obantimes.co.uk
an Oxford trainer aircraft on a 
low loader got stuck on the bridge 
during the war!

‘It is quite a good looking and 
picturesque bridge,’ he added.

Over the years, the bridge has 
been left to fall into disrepair, 
with part of its stonework simply 
falling off and into the river 
below, or its banks.

‘We want to repair it because it 
is a feature,’ said Jean.

‘It is a very attractive bridge and 
the idea of rescuing it would be to 
rescue part of the history of this 
part of the world. There is quite 
a lot of interest in the village and 
quite a lot of people have come to 
us, including parents who have 
walked their children across the 
bridge.

‘But it would be a long drawn 
out plan. Tree surgery would be 
expensive as would masonry.

‘I would like the village to know 
we are doing our best to rescue 
the bridge and if we can’t, then at 
least we have tried.’

It is thought the old Duror bridge 
has been in place for some 800 
years, possibly built on the site of 
a previous wooden structure.

I would like the 
village to know 
we are doing our 
best to rescue the 
bridge.
Jean McLeod, 
Duror and 
Kentallan 
community 
councillor,

Concern over format
of crunch schools talks
CONCERN has been voiced over 
the format of pre-consultation 
meetings involving rural schools 
in Argyll and Bute which are 
threatened with closure.

A well-attended Connel Com-
munity Council was told the pre-
consultation meeting involving 
the village school – Achaleven 
Primary – would take place on 
March 28.

But John Little, chairman of 
the school’s parent council, said 

what’s going on’.
He explained: ‘The new proc-

ess includes a pre-consultation 
stage to identify the community 
impact, look at the education ben-

closure of the school.
‘It is going to be a meeting by 

invitation only, and we have still 
to agree who can be invited. The 
council wants it to be more like a 
workshop.

Difficult
‘We have to be prepared by 

the 28th to make a case for the 

at the moment to know what’s 
going on.

from the education department 
at the council. I am supposed to 
be organising a meeting with the 
help of the education department 
but have not been told what the 
agenda is or anything like that.’

Mr Little told the meeting 
neither of the possible receiving 
schools for pupils from Acha-
leven – Lochnell and Dunbeg 
– are part of the pre-consultation 
process.

‘We want to make sure that 
every parent who wants to send 
their children to Achaleven is 

at the meeting and part of the 
process.’

Achaleven currently has just 
eight pupils, down from 27 in 
the previous school year, but 
Mr Little said numbers could 
increase just as quickly as they 
had decreased.

‘The pre-school community 
have really come out to support 
us. They want this local school.’

He said three pupils were due 
to leave at the end of this school 
year, with three due to start. But 
in the following two years there 
could be more than 20 children 
starting classes at Achaleven.

‘It would be folly to kick the 
school while it is down when 
there is the opportunity to build 
it up again,’ he said.

Rumours
The two main reasons for 

the low school roll at the mo-
ment were the current lack of a 
pre-school  group, which had 
led parents to look to Dunbeg, 
and the fact that when rumours 
surrounding the future of the 
school had started to spread, 
parents had chosen to place their 
children elsewhere.

MSP Jamie McGrigor, who 
was present at the community 
council meeting, said the loss 
of the school would have a big 
impact on the village.

‘If we have to look at saving 
money, there must be other ways 
of doing so rather than closing 
schools. I think the disparate 
communities of Argyll are part 
of its strength and the damage 
that can be done by not having a 
school is very big.’

He said he would speak in 
support of rural schools to the 
education minister.

Fairtrade campaigners in Tesco supermarket in Oban. 

Fairtrade Fortnight ends on a high
FAIRTRADE Fortnight ended   
its campaign on a high with 
support from Westminster and 
beyond.

Events organised by a local or-
ganising committee raised aware-
ness to the public of the many fair 
trade products available in Oban 
and Lorn such as clothing, basic 
ingredients, Easter Eggs and 
much more.

Alan Reid MP, prospective par-
liamentary candidate Councillor 
Alison Hay and Councillor Elaine 
Robertson joined local Fairtrade 
campaigners in Oban’s Tesco 
store to promote the Fairtrade 
movement.

Mr Reid said: ‘I am delighted to 
meet Oban Fairtrade campaign-
ers and to see that Oban is at the 
forefront of the Fairtrade move-
ment.’

THE FUTURE of a ‘lifeline’ 
volunteer driving scheme has 
been put in doubt, despite a 

from the community.
North Argyll Voluntary Car 

Scheme (NAVCS) provides 
transport for people living in 
rural areas who have no vehicle 
of their own and operates with 
the help of volunteer drivers.

Although passengers pay a fee 
of 25 pence per mile, the scheme 
relies on funding from Argyll and 
Bute Council, which this year is 
to be cut by 70 per cent.

NAVCS member Kate Craig 
from Lochawe told Glenorchy and 
Innishail Community Council 

that the scheme was particularly 
important to their area.

At the last community council  
meeting she said: ‘If we cannot 
get funding from somewhere 
there will be serious question 
marks over the scheme. 

‘It operates in different parts 
of Argyll but we are the furthest 
from Oban and if it was lost it 
would be disastrous for people 
here. People in the area use it 
to go shopping and for surgery 
visits but people living in Bridge 
of Orchy also rely on it for trips 
to hospital.’

The scheme costs roughly 
£30,000 a year to run and last year’s 
council subsidy was £15,000. 

Kate indicated the charity makes 
around 1,500 passenger trips 
from the Glenorchy area every 
year. The community council 
agreed to donate £250 to help 
with the running of the scheme. 
Councillors Donald MacDonald 
and Elaine Robertson attended 
the community council meeting 
and said they regarded NAVCS as 
a priority service. 

Councillor Robertson added: ‘I 
would think the service would be 
viewed sympathetically because 
it provides a crucial service for 
outlying areas. 

Neither of us can say what will 
happen but we can put up the best 
argument we can in favour of it.’

Volunteer transport scheme in doubt

RESIDENTS in and around 
North Connel with recycling 
bins stuffed with paper will be 
relieved to hear the collection 
vehicle is working again.

Collections had to be cancelled 
twice last month because of 
a mechanical failure, leaving 
locals with no option but to put 
additional paper in their general 
waste bins or visit the recycling 
centre.

No other lorries were available 
as each vehicle is fully tasked.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘The vehicle 
has now been repaired and as 
well as carrying out normal 
routes, we are working to catch 
up with areas that have been 
missed.’ 

Recycled rubbish 
collections resume 
in North Connel

Argyll and Bute gets 
healthy slice of cash
PEOPLE in Argyll and Bute 

healthier after receiving 29 per 
cent of  NHS Highland’s health 
and wellbeing funding.

From 2008 – 2011 the Scot-
tish government gave a total of 
£54million for projects to improve 
the health of its citizens.

An Argyll and Bute spokes-
person said: ‘As an illustration, 
NHS Highland received £1.63m 
of the money earmarked for 
maternal and infant nutrition and 
child healthy weight. This was 

then proportionately distributed 
around the four CHPs in NHS 
Highland’s area. Argyll and Bute 
received about 29 per cent of it.

‘The Counterweight programme 
for adults is also being rolled out 
in Argyll and Bute. And local 

extra input from Paths For All in 

time spent in the area and provi-
sion of training and promotional 
resources to support volunteer-
led walk schemes throughout the 
area.’

BENBECULA will this week 

screening environmentally-
themed international documen-

The main themes of the festival 
are climate change and sustain-
ability, which are covered in 
three strands – what is there 
currently, how it could be lost 
forever and how the situation 
could be changed.

Organised by local groups 
Taigh Chearsabhagh Museum 
and Arts Centre and Sustainable 
Uist, the festival aims to increase 
appreciation of landscape and 
ecology and enhance under-
standing of the global and local 
environmental issues through 
screenings, related talks and 
events, plus ancillary screenings 
at primary and secondary schools 
throughout the Uists.

Kirk’s a treat for tourists
VISITSCOTLAND is to promote St Conan’s Kirk as a tourist attrac-
tion.

-
tor attraction status because it is still used as a church.

-
site and an application form has been sent to trustee Davy MacLeod. 
The trustees have also priced new signs for the kirk and Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community Council has set aside £100 for this.

The Oban Times highlighted the plight of the picturesque building 
last year when it was discovered it required an estimated £1m of 
repairs.

Gaelic group to close
GAELIC teaching organisation 
TAIC is to close this month after 
its core funding was pulled.

Last year the national Gaelic 
development agency Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig ruled no further core 
funding would be available after 
contracts expire this month.

in Glasgow and its Inverness 
centre, with seven staff, is due to 
close on March 31. The voluntary 
group, formerly CNSA, formed 
in 1982 and earned an interna-
tional reputation for delivering 
pre-school and adult learning 
services to families using Gaelic 
at home.

A BUSINESSMAN wants to buy the disused toilets in 

parlour, Mull Community Council heard.
Argyll and Bute Council members told the meeting it does not 

have a statutory responsibility to provide toilets and therefore the 
building would be sold off.

When asked how much they would cost, the councillors told 
community councillors they had a duty to get best value.

Councillor Roddy McCuish said: ‘If they are being sold at the 
market value we have to go to the Scottish government.’

The toilets would be sold at a later date. If there was going to be 
a change of use then the conveniences would need to go before a 
planning hearing. 

The lack of loos was a blow to Mull Music Festival as it was 
hoped they could be opened for the large number. of people 
coming to the town.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon said: ‘We will now need to look at 
Portaloos for the festival.’

MULL Community Council heard a housing scheme in 

problems.
Councillor Mary-Jean Devon told the committee that there were 

to be ‘24 houses at Shillinghill but now they are only building 

up.’ At present the Scottish government has said the money for 

years. Argyll and Bute Council later agreed a bridging loan for 
the project.

ISLANDERS are being asked to take complaints to all four 
councillors in the ward to make sure they are always on the area 
committee agenda.

Various topics on Argyll and Bute Council’s area committee 
tracker have been there for some time, but Councillor Donald 
‘Skye’ MacIntosh said they will eventually be resolved.

At Mull’s Community Council a bus shelter in Bunessan 
without a roof was added to the list, as was a car on the pier in the 
village.

Councillor MacIntosh said he could see from the tracker that the 
car had been removed but the bus shelter had still not been sorted. 
He said he would raise the matter again.  

MULL Community Council has been told that the water supply 
for Lochdon will be part of Scottish Water’s strategic plan.

Residents were under the impression they would be left behind 
when a new scheme to upgrade the Mull supply did not include 
them.

However, Scottish Water has now written to residents telling 
them they were included in the scheme after all.

CHILDREN from Dervaig made a trek in Arctic conditions to 
raise money for Comic Relief.

Olivia Nisbet, aged 11, a pupil at Dervaig Primary School, 
enlisted her friends - one as young as four - to walk from Dervaig 
to Tobermory.

The 11 hardy youngsters, with a little help from parents, braved 
a gale force blizzard and a temperature of only one degree to 
complete the walk.

However, they raised £500 for the charity.
Refreshments were provided for the youngsters at the 

MacDonald Arms Hotel, Tobermory, and the Bellachroy Hotel, 
Dervaig.

The incredible 11 - Olivia Nisbet, Dean Ridley, Katie Hamilton, 
Zac Finch, Fergus Richards, Ryan Hamilton, Liam Reid, Justin 
Geall, Sam Scarlet, Abby McKenzie and Lonneke Hutton who 

made the 10 mile trek for Comic Relief in Artic conditions. 

MULL band Vitamin T has a tonic for the end of winter – a new 
album.

The band, which has been together for 10 years in various 
guises, has released its third recording, Run For It, with an 

tomorrow (Friday) at 8pm.
Playing all the tracks live John Weir, Steve Cordingley, Colin 

Bissett and Richard Gawthrope will be rocking the town with 
tracks such as Run with It, In My Dreams, Forget About Me, 
Dance the Night Away and Are You Scared?

through The Beatles, The Who through to the Delta Blues and 
classical music.

Training could boost 
care for the vulnerable
CHILD Protection training run-
ning in Oban could help volun-
tary organisations look after all 
vulnerable people in Argyll.   

The training on March 21 will 
highlight good working practice 
and meet the requirements for 
training under the new Protection 
of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
legislation that has replaced 
Disclosure Scotland. 

Eleanor MacKinnon, training 
manager at Argyll Voluntary 
Action, said: ‘All community 
groups need to be aware of child 
protection issues. 

‘Even if your group is not work-
ing with children directly, there 
may come a time when a child 
decides they need a trustworthy 

and they may turn to a member of 
your staff or a volunteer.

‘Your group therefore has a duty 
to ensure volunteers are equipped 
with the necessary information 
and knowledge to be able to offer 

that child guidance and support. 
By working with the Child 

Third Sector partnership is able 
to offer this informal workshop 
for committee members. There 
will be nothing scary, just an 
opportunity to raise awareness 
within our community groups 
on both child protection whilst at 
the same time Argyll Voluntary 
Action will update on the new 
Protection of Vulnerable Group 
(Scotland) Act.’

Under the PVG Act any organi-
sation which works with children 
or vulnerable adults, whether as 
clients, members, volunteers or 
staff, and employers must be in 
receipt of an appropriate and valid 
scheme record for an individual 
before they take up their position. 
This applies to paid and unpaid 
staff.  

To book a place contact  01631 

btconnect.com.  

Defendant ordered to curb bad temper
A MAN has been ordered to 
complete a community pay back 
order after appearing at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

Mark Edgar was told he would 
have to complete anger manage-
ment classes and have his behav-
iour monitored for 18 months 

after pleading guilty to a breach 
of the peace. The 47-year-old, 
of 79 Batston Street, Govanhill, 
Glasgow, admitted behaving in 
a threatening or abusive manner, 
causing fear and alarm, at an ad-
dress in Scalpay Terrace, Oban, 
on February 12.
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Making Life Easier

Access Solutions
Unit 1, Sinclair Drive, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4DR 

Tel: 01631 570 061

For full details see 
April’s West Coast 
Review magazine

• Easy Access 
Showers

• Access Ramps

• Rise and Fall 
Kitchens

• Aids and 
Adaptations to 
suit individual 
needs

Lawn Tractors, Mowers, Strimmers, Chainsaws, Etc.
Book now for Spring Servicing & Repair
Tractor Collection Service available

Tel: 01631 571777
Unit 3 Mill Lane, Oban.
PA34 4HA

The Garden 
Machinery Specialists

OT

BARCALDINE-based company, 
Fusion Marine, has started 
the latest phase in a £4million 
modernisation of Scottish Sea 
Farms facilities across Scotland.

Working in partnership, 
the latest tranche of work has 
already commenced, with Fusion 
Marine refurbishing 24 salmon 
pens in Shetland.

Scottish Sea Farms have 
also earmarked an additional 
£400,000 investment for other 
projects, including 16 new pens 
for Kishorn and an upgrade 
programme at Loch Nevis.

Since the programme began 
in 2007, over 200 pens have 
been refurbished or renewed by 
Fusion Marine.

SINGLE occupants of properties 
in Argyll and Bute must get their 
Council Tax application in to 
have any discounts due to them 
by April, otherwise they may 
face a huge increase in their bill 
for 2011/12.

Douglas Hendry, director of 
customer services, told a meet-
ing of the executive committee 
that to date there was only a 50 
per cent return in applications, 
which may have harsh conse-
quences for households. 

A CONSULTATION on the 
future of coastguard provision 
has been extended by six weeks.

UK shipping minister, Mike 
Penning, made the announce-
ment last week, shortly after 
a debate on the subject was 
postponed.

Western Isles MP, Angus 
MacNeil, said: ‘I am pleased that 
the Minister has listened and 
extended the consultation period 
over the future of these lifeline 
services. 

‘We must now use this extra 
time to complete the case and 
persuade the UK government 
to abandon these crazy cuts that 
will put lives at risk.’

Council Tax 
discount claims
may miss deadline

£4 million fish farm 
modernisation 
underway

OWNERS of heating oil tanks 
and red diesel stores are being 
urged to be extra vigilant over 
security after a spate of oil thefts 
across Lorn in the past few 
weeks.

Oban Police say they have 
noticed an increase in the 
number of thefts over this 
period of time, particularly in the 
Appin, Taynuilt and Dalmally 
areas.

Inspector Julie McLeish said: 
‘This is happening all over 
Argyll but we have noticed 
a sharp rise in the number of 
incidents in our area.

‘We will be putting on extra 
patrols throughout the district 
but I would urge people to be 
extra vigilant and any extra 
security, such as padlocks, would 

Police warning as 
fuel thefts increase 
throughout Lorn

Coastguard 
consulation gains 
six week extension

TEACHERS throughout Argyll 
and Bute are to be balloted on 
strike action over changes to 
their terms and conditions of 
employment.

Changes
Changes being introduced 

throughout Scotland would see 
a reduction in non-contact time, 

sick pay and guaranteed pay for 
promoted posts.

Teachers Union, Education 
Institute for Scotland (EIS), have 
said they reject any change to the 
terms and conditions of teachers 
– and are encouraging teachers 
to take action.. 

The EIS said negotiations with 

the Scottish government and Ar-
gyll and Bute Council through 
local authority body Convention 
on Scottish Local Authority 
(CoSLA) had ‘come to an end.’

Pay freeze
The changes to teachers terms 

include a two-year pay freeze 
but it was other proposals which 

caused the talks to break down.
The union objected to a cut 

in sick pay and lower pay for 
those who stayed on promoted 
salaries when their posts were 
abolished.

The EIS will ballot its members 
on the proposals during March.

CoSLA said: ‘All of our dis-

cussions with the trade unions 
to date have been designed to 
protect services for young people 
but also teacher posts as far as 

climate. 
‘The cumulative effect of these 

cuts will be to demoralise the 
teaching profession, make teach-

ing an unattractive option for 

damage the operation of schools 
and the quality of education that 
children receive. 

teaching jobs, no meaningful 
commitment to reduce teacher 
unemployment, no improved 

prospects for the many recently-

-
ment in schools. 

‘These proposals, if adopted, 
would lead to greater casualisa-
tion of the teaching profession 
with serious and damaging 
consequences for pupils.’

Argyll and Bute teachers to be balloted on strike action

A MESSAGE in a bottle was 
dredged from the sea 76 years 
to the day it was thrown into the 
Sound of Mull from a Caledonian 
MacBrayne vessel.

Emotional
The daughter of the seaman, 

who put his name and address 
inside the bottle, says a number 
of things have reminded her of 

this bottle is ‘quite emotional.’
The bottle was dredged from 

the sea by west coast scallop boat 
the Dawn Maid, which sails out 
of Oban. A note inside gave the 
date of March 10, 1935 and the 
bottle was pulled out from the 
depths on March 10, 2011.

During a regular dredging trip 

unusual glass bottle amongst the 
catch.

When he opened up the bottle 
with skipper Robert Scott, both 
from Oban, they found not one 
but two messages inside.

Allan ‘Winker’ MacLean, 
from Isle of Mull Scallops, who 
operates the Dawn Maid said: ‘It 
is a bit spooky that the message 
should be found on the same day 
- 76 years apart.

‘The messages were from two 
men, a Mr K Gunn of the MV 
Loch Dunvegan and William 
John MacKinnon of the SS 
Diamond, I think a relative of 
Mr MacKinnon still lives in 
Tobermory.’

In Oban, the daughter of mes-
sage writer Kenny Gunn, Mrs 
Grace Scott, told The Oban 
Times: ‘It is quite emotional that 
this message from my father has 
been found. 

‘He would have been 97 this 
year.

‘My father was a seaman with 
MacBrayne’s and he worked 
aboard the Loch Dunvegan.

‘I imagine that the other man 
would have been making his way 
home aboard ship when this was 
dropped into the sea. My father 
belonged to Tarbert, Harris and 
he had a lovely dry humour. 

‘This was just the kind of thing 
that he got up to.

‘It is lovely to hear from him.’

Seaman Kenny Gunn, from 
Harris,  left the message 

from the MV Loch 
Dunvegan  76 year ago

Message in a bottle found
after 76 years - to the very day

Crewman Andy Reid with the lemonade bottle containing two messages dredged from the water       
76 years to the day they were tossed into the Sound of Mull. 

A MAN required four stitches to a cut 
on his head after an assault in Airds 
Place, Oban, in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning.

The 24-year-old was with friends 
when he was allegedly assaulted by a 
26-year-old Oban man.

It is alleged the victim was headbutted, 
causing him to fall backwards. He was 
treated for his injuries at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

A TAYNUILT man has been 

after being found to be in pos-
session of a quantity of diazepam 
last Monday night, following a 
police stop-search in Oban.

Taynuilt man 
caught with drugs

Allegation of late   
night street assault

Argyll’s 
roads given 
top priority
£15.5 million to be spent   
over three years on upgrading

It is very clear    
that the people 
have wanted 
investment in 
roads.
Councillor               
Duncan MacIntyre

ROADS and roadworks domi-
anted Argyll and Bute Council’s 
full council meeting to discuss 
capital projects at Lochgilphead 
last week.

Improving the road network is 
one of the council’s top priorities, 
with £15.6 million being spent 
over the next three years on 
improvements and upgrading. 

Some £7 million will be spent 
in 2011-12, with an additional 
£4.8 million and £3.8 million in 
the second and third years. 

Bright lights
There is also a brighter future 

for street lighting, with £600,000 
set aside for new LED lighting, 
which is more powerful, longer 
lasting and lower energy than 
traditional street lamps. 

Council Leader Dick Walsh 
said: ‘Despite making cuts in 
some areas we have to continue 
investing in roads, buildings and 
other structures which allow us 
to work, learn, travel and do busi-
ness in Argyll and Bute. 

‘We need to make sure we spend 
our budget wisely concentrating 
on keeping our remaining build-
ings, schools, roads and libraries 
in the best possible condition we 
can for the future. 

‘We have a limited budget, but 
by focusing it on priority areas 

we can help improve the potential 
of our people, our communities 
and our area.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
said: ‘We have carefully listened 
to what people have been telling 
us. It is very clear that people 
have wanted investment in roads. 

-
ment that may have fallen short 
for some time is being put right.’

Other approved spending in-
cluded £16 million on improving 
and maintain school buildings. 
This includes rewiring, window 

improve the condition of these 
buildings.

Nearly £7 million will be spent 
on community facilities and 
private sector housing support. 
Swimming pools in Dunoon, 

Rothesay and Helensburgh will 
be improved and there will be 
money spent to upgrade com-
munity education centres in 
Mid Argyll, Bute, Kintyre and 
Cowal.

The council also agreed to 
continue with capital investment, 
which is already underway. 

Seafront projects
Waterfront improvements in 

Campbeltown, Helensburgh, 
Oban, Rothesay and Dunoon 
will continue under the CHORD 
project. Money from the CHORD 
project will be invested to provide 
a new all-weather football pitch 
in Campbeltown. In addition 
the Tayinloan slip will have the 

so it will be fully compatible with 
the proposed ferry service to 
Gigha. 

In Helensburgh, the council 
will merge some of its smaller 

one new building. 
Another project which has 

already got the go ahead is the 
Mull and Iona progressive care 
facility which will prevent local 
elderly people being moved to 
care homes on the mainland, 
while in Dunoon, John Street will 

the Milton burn.

A ‘HISTORIC’ decision by Argyll and Bute 
Council will ‘bail out’ the Scottish government.

Last week, The Oban Times highlighted the 
case of both Mull Progressive Care Centre and 
the Shillinghill Housing project on the island 
that could not draw down money from the 

has stopped the projects progressing until more 
money could be found to progress.

Councillor Roddy McCuish encouraged the 
authority to make the money available from a 
£8million Strategic Housing Fund.

At a meeting of the council’s executive it 
was agreed to make the money available to 
these two projects and to projects in Dunoon, 
Campbeltown and Lochgoilhead at an interest 
rate of 2.98 per cent until the government 
comes up with money.

Council leader Dick Walsh said: ‘We should 
support the housing associations within our 
area.

‘Altogether this is a funding package of more 
than £7million. We hope to be able to use the 
money we have available to help projects in 
Argyll and Bute.

‘We are in this position because of another 
-

cant pressures of trying to meet the homeless 
need. But the ones we are dealing with are the 
projects already on the ground’

Councillor Robin Currie said: ‘This is an 
historic day for Argyll and Bute Council - when 
you think about the national government and 
all its money and here we are giving £7million 
to projects in our area. It is good we are using 
this fund so wisely. The government can not 
continue to say to organisations that they are 
getting money but it might be this year, the 
following year, or a few years after that.’

Councillor Duncan Macintyre added: ‘There 
is a bit of hypocrisy here saying this can go 
ahead but not providing the money.’

Council agree to ‘bail out’ government 
over local housing funding shortfall

THE ISLE of Coll has heard that 
construction won’t start on its 
new hall, An Cridhe, until the 
position with planning permis-

High tenders meant that a 
number of alterations had to be 
made to the building’s plans for 
it to come in on its £2.5million 
budget, after which a contract 
was agreed with Mull builders, 
TSL.

However, many of the changes 
are material, including a redesign 
of the bunkhouse, the use of 

cladding, and a slight relocation 
of the site itself.

That could mean a whole new 
planning application has to be 
submitted to Argyll and Bute 
Council, a concern that was ex-
pressed by some locals at a public 
meeting about the project on the 
island last week.

However, the chief executive 
of the An Cridhe project, John 
Fraser, said he hopes that won’t 
have to happen.

He said: ‘We are still in nego-
tiations with the council, so the 
simple answer at this stage is I 
don’t know.

‘There have been some changes, 
the bunkhouse has been squeezed 
a bit and we’ve done some jiggling 
to make it cheaper to build. 

‘The hall has moved a bit closer 
to the road; maybe ten yards.

‘The planning is so vague 
anyway, so if we’d done it and 
not said, nobody would have 
noticed.’

Mr Fraser said that, even if a 
reapplication was required, it 
would not impinge on any of the 
grant funding allocated to the 
project.

Meanwhile, Mr Fraser has 
resigned as chairman of Devel-
opment Coll, but maintains his 
position as chief executive of the 
An Cridhe project.

He said: ‘I thought there was a 
-

ment Coll is responsible for the 
whole development programme 
on Coll and I would effectively 
be providing progress reports to 
myself.’

Coll awaits 
planning

Glencoe roadworks
TRANSERV Scotland is to 
complete work on the Ba Bridge, 
between Bridge of Orchy and 
Kings House at Rannoch Moor 
on the A82, resulting in a single 
lane closure on the route.

The work, between March 21 
and April 8, will involve site 
clearance, verge reinstatement, 
erection of otter fencing and the 
completion of the parapets.

The single lane closure will 
be in place between 8am and 
5.30pm.

PLANS for the £7.5m science 
park at Dunstaffnage have 
taken a step closer this week 
after Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) put the contract 
works out to tender.

First phase 
In August 2010 the HIE Board 

approved the investment to cre-

park on a site next to the existing 
Scottish Association for Marine 

Science (SAMS) laboratories at 
Dunstaffnage.

The project aims to build on 
SAMS’ world-class reputation 
for research and act as a launch 
pad for new businesses in 
Scotland’s growing life sciences 
sector.

A contractor is expected to be 

Construction of phase one, creat-

building capable of hosting three 
marine science businesses and 
supporting up to 119 jobs, could 
start as early as September this 
year. 

HIE will contribute £4.5m of 
its own grant-in-aid budget from 
the Scottish Government, and 
has attracted the remaining £3m 

European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF).

Dunstaffnage science park 
project goes out to tender

COMMUNITY councillors in 
Connel are to carry out their own 

the village after questioning 

They have even gone as far 
as buying their own speed gun 
which will be used to see just 
how fast motorists are travelling. 

the average speed through the 
village – on the main A85 route 
– is just 31mph.

Community council secretary, 
Les Stewart, told last Friday’s 
meeting: ‘We have never been 

assessment by the police. We 
would like to check that.’

Mr Stewart explained that 
because the police survey found 
speeds were acceptable, there 
was little that could be done to 
counter what villagers see as a 
major problem.

‘This is not vigilantee-ism – we 

want to test what is happening. 
Does a truck go 31mph or does it 
go quicker?’

The speed gun had been 
bought on the Amazon website 
and an initial try-out showed 
it was ‘very accurate’, said Mr 
Stewart. And he assured the 
meeting: ‘We are not going to 
be booking anyone or wearing 
yellow jackets – we are going to 

He asked for volunteers to 

help collect speed data and said 

to the community council in due 
course.

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Elaine Robertson said mention 
had been made at a Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community Coun-
cil meeting she had attended that 
HGVs were speeding through 
Connel late at night. And she 
urged Connel members: ‘Let the 
police know of your concerns.’

Community council is gunning for speeding motorists

ARGYLL and Bute Council is to investigate 
a number of serious allegations made about 
the running of Tiree High School.

The claims were sent to The Oban Times 
by an anonymous ‘concerned parents’ group’ 
last week, but the Tiree Parent Teacher As-
sociation has refuted the allegations, saying 
they are ‘100 per cent behind the school.’

We cannot print the allegations for legal 
reasons, but a copy of the letter has been 
passed to Argyll and Bute Council.

A spokesperson for the local authority 
said: ‘These allegations have only just been 
brought to our attention and we will inves-
tigate them thoroughly before taking any 
further action.’

The chair of the PTA, Kate MacCallum, 
has criticised the author of the letter, saying 
any concerns should be raised through the 
proper channels.

She said: ‘I think it’s really sad that some-
one has done that rather than come to the 

‘Yes, things happen in the school, quite like 
things happen in any other school. Because 
it’s a small island school, these things get 
focused on much more.

management and is 100 per cent behind the 
school.’

AGM
Mrs MacCallum said that the PTA will 

hold its Annual General Meeting this Friday, 
giving parents yet another opportunity to at-
tend and express concerns, if they have any.

The meeting will be held at 7pm in the 
school. All parents are welcome to attend. 

Mrs MacCallum added that the PTA’s only 
real concern is that, because of budget cuts, 
some subjects have had to be dropped from 
the school curriculum. 

For that reason, the PTA, together with 
Argyll College, have devised a way to bring 
new modules to the school, utilising the help 
of locals employed in relevant trades, such as 
hospitality, to pass on their knowledge.

Mrs MacCallum said: ‘We’ve asked for 
people from the community with the ap-
propriate skills to work with the kids to help 

‘I think it’s a really good idea and we’d 
rather do this than have nothing at all to 
replace classes such as tech and home eco-
nomics.’

Tiree school allegations to be investigated

NORTH Bute Parents’ Council 
will hold a meeting at North 
Bute Primary School tonight 
(Thursday) to put forward their 
case to save it from the renewed 
threat of closure.

At the meeting, there will be 
an opportunity for current and 
prospective elected candidates to 
present their position regarding 
educational provision, followed 
by a question and answer 
session.

The meeting will be held at 
Port Bannatyne Village Hall 
from 7pm. 

Bute parents meet 
in bid to save 
primary school

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

C. Hodge Fencing
Materials supplied for Raised Beds, Decks 

and Frames
Wire, Rylock and Fence Posts

Timber and Metal Gates
Large or small orders, delivered.

Top quality, well priced
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A SCHOOL pupil whose 
family ties are in Oban has been 
awarded the Diana Memorial 
Award for her volunteer work.

Heather Macmillan, who is a 
sixth year pupil at Glenrothes 
High School, is the daughter 
of Oban’s Kenneth and Carol 
MacMillan. Her grandparents, 
John and Sheila Findlay and 
David and Irene MacMillan, still 
live in the town.

Heather helps with her local 
Scouts troop and assists younger 
pupils at the school where she 
is head girl. She plans to attend 
Edinburgh University to study 
medicine and hopers to become a 
paediatrician.

Oban link to Diana 
memorial award

Mull drink-driver 
banned and fined
MULL man, Donald MacFarlane 
Halbert, has been banned from 
driving for a year after admitting 
driving whilst over the alcohol 
limit.

Oban Sheriff Court heard that 
Halbert, 18, of Wood Cottage 
Croft, Tobermory, was stopped 
by police in the early hours of 
February 27 this year after he 
was noted driving erratically on 
the A848, Tobermory to Salen 
road.

Council wants your 
comments on paths
RESIDENTS of Argyll and Bute 
have until April 4 to register 
comments on the council’s 
Finalised Core Paths Plan.

To date, the council has only 

consultative draft stage.
The plan is being established 

to prioritise the management 
and upkeep of the county’s 
pathways and to protect walking 
routes in the case of planning 
considerations.

Oban man caught 
with Valium tablets
AN OBAN man was caught 

after he told Oban Sheriff Court 
that he was seeking help for his 
addiction.

address was given in court as 
the Solas homeless unit in the 

on Albany Street on Monday, 
March 7 after he was spotted at a 

Days beforehand, Kelly had 
his sentence deferred on another 
matter at the court on the basis 
he attend a local addiction clinic.

Student banned 
after tailgating
A STUDENT who tailgated an 

dangerously overtaking between 
Taynuilt and Oban has been 
banned from driving for a year.

Cameron McGee, 22, of Flat 

who was in the area he grew up 
in to visit family and friends, 

TWO HIGHLAND dancing 
sisters from Oban have been se
lected from hundreds of hopefuls 
to dance at Edinburgh’s famous 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tat
too in August.

Jenna and Kirsty MacInnes, 
who attend the Eilidh MacInnes 
School of Dance, are among the 

will perform at the showpiece 

event. Organisers this year put 
a maximum age limit of 21 on 

of the youngest dancers chosen.
The girls auditioned at the 

Redford Barracks in Edinburgh 
on February 27 and were told the 
good news that night.

‘I am so excited about dancing 
at the Tattoo,’ said Kirsty, who 

was selected despite being two 

minimum age.
‘I was the youngest there, so I 

didn’t expect to be chosen. My 
mum was so pleased for us she 
was crying!’

Jenna added: ‘We are going to 
dance in 24 shows. We are going 
to go to rehearsals in Edinburgh 
once a month at the moment but 

we will be going down more of
ten as it gets nearer to the event.

‘I have spoken to some girls 
who have taken part in it before 
and they said all you see are 

cameras.’
Both girls dance in the premier 

class in competition and have 
won prizes at Cowal Games and 
the Argyllshire Gathering.

Kirsty, left, and Jenna MacInnes will be dancing in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 08_t10dance01

Dancers selected for famous Edinburgh Tattoo

A NIGHT drinking in an Ard
fern pub has cost two men their 
driving licences after leaving in 
their cars – with one colliding 
with a police vehicle.

Three times limit
Appearing separately at Oban 

Sheriff Court on Tuesday, both 

Alan Grierson, 47, of 24 Elm
bank Road, Port Glasgow and 
James Hendry, 45, Sana, Craobh 
Haven, were told that they would 
have to wait at least a year before 

admitting driving while about 
three times the legal alcohol 

limit on November 14 last year.
Grierson also admitted collid

ing with a police vehicle during 
his drunken drive from the pub 
towards Croabh Haven.

First to appear in the dock was 
Hendry, a self employed joiner.  

The court heard that police 

business. 
At about 2am, they came across 

a vehicle parked just off the road. 
Hendry was asleep inside the car 
and it was established he was the 
driver. 

A breath test showed Hendry 

to being banned from driving, 

In the early hours of the same 
morning, Alan Grierson had 
offered to give two people a lift 
back to Lunga Estate, where he 

is employed as a gardener but 
en route he clipped the passing 
marked police car, damaging it.

Police found Grierson had 

In addition to a driving ban, 

Ardfern drink-driver three times limit when he collided with police car
Second motorist fined and banned after being found asleep at the wheel by the roadside

AN OBAN teenager responsible 
for two assaults, a breach of the 
peace and a bail violation within 
the last six months has narrowly 
escaped jail.

Gavin Lafferty, 17, of 11B 
Angus Terrace, was told by 
Sheriff Paul Reid that he had 
only just been persuaded by 
his solicitor not to put him 
behind bars, instead imposing 

probation to force him to be of 
good behaviour.

Sheriff Reid told the apprentice 
bricklayer: ‘I’m giving you a 
chance – don’t blow it because 

going to jail.’

months of probation and had 
sentence deferred on the most 
recent assault for three months to 
be of good behaviour.

Youth given        
final warning

Councillors
challenged to 
take an advanced 
driving test
THE FOUNDER of a 
national safe driving scheme has 
challenged councillors on Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles to take part in 
the scheme in a bid to promote 
road safety.

Pass Plus is additional driver 
training for those who have 
already passed their test and 
was the brainchild of retired 
accountant Cecil Ritchie, who 
lived in Clachan Seil when he 
was involved in a road crash 
at Dunach Hill, near Kilmore, 
in which his wife was badly 
injured.

Cecil set about raising aware
ness of driver training to the 
extent that all local authorities in 
Scotland are aware of Pass Plus 
and similar schemes. One such 
scheme is Drivecheck, rolled 
out by the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists (IAM).

At a meeting of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Local Area 
Community Planning Group 
(LACPG) last Wednesday, Mr 
Ritchie challenged councillors to 
take the IAM test.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘I would be happy to take 
up your challenge because 
Argyll and Bute councillors 
cover more road miles than 
anyone else.’

AN OBAN and Lorn councillor 
has urged colleagues to raid a re
serve housing fund to help make 

housing development at Dunbeg.
Councillor Roddy McCuish said 

the council should donate the es

The funding problem was 
revealed at a meeting of the area’s 
community planning group last 
Wednesday by Lesley McInnes, 
chief executive of West Highland 
Housing Association, one of three 
partners behind the project.

Following Ms McInnes’ presen
tation, Councillor McCuish said: 
‘I was born in Dunbeg and I have 
special feelings for the place.

‘Funding is clearly a problem 
and I think the council can help. 

Housing Development Fund and 
I don’t see why we can’t use that. 
That’s what it is for.’

The Strategic Housing Devel
opment Fund has been generated 
from the tax on second homes.

Councillor McCuish added: 
‘We keep this fund for a rainy 
day. Well, the rainy day is here.’

When asked by group chairman 
Duncan MacIntyre whether he 
would give, or lend the money. 
Councillor McCuish said: ‘I 
would give it, to move things 
forward.’

Councillor MacIntyre agreed 
extra housing for the area was 
essential in anticipation of con
tinuing development at Scottish 

Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) and following the award 
of university states to the Univer
sity of the Highlands and Islands.

He said: ‘According to SAMS 

years, which means more people 
coming to this part of Argyll. 
They will all be looking for hous
ing.’

Ms McInnes had indicated 
there would be an average of four 
applicants for every house the 
association had to offer.

During her presentation Ms 
McInnes expressed frustration 
that the partnership, which also 
includes HIE and SAMS, had 
struggled with funding, despite 
having not laid a single brick on 
the development site.

The development at Dunbeg 

and following the completion of 

Dunbeg
housing
could use 
‘rainy
day’ cash
Reserve  housing fund 
could help £1m shortfall

We keep this 
fund for a rainy 
day. 

Well, the rainy 
day is here.
Councillor          
Roddy McCuish

THE FUTURE of curling in 
Argyll is under threat as Drim-
synie Ice Rink, the last curling 
rink in the region, closes at the 
end of the month.

The Campbell family, of 
Lochgoilhead, which owns and 
operates the ice rink told curl-
ers it would close at the end of 
the season, as a drop in players 
meant the rink and the Argyll 
Curling League were no longer 

In a letter circulated to curl-
ers on Monday, the Campbell 
family said: ‘This has not been 
an easy decision to make. For 
us as a company to commit the 

that curling as a sport has the 
potential to grow. Our income 

years has shown a downward 
trend and that does not look 
like changing.’

Club, the closure of the Drim-
synie rink spells the end of the 
Argyll league and mid-week 
curling matches on Monday 

The secretary of the Argyll 

organisation that incorporates 
13 curling clubs across the 
county, Jim Brown said he 
was ‘saddened’ by the news. 
But he added: ‘We knew it was 
coming as support for curling 
as a sport has waned in recent 
years.’

Jim said the Argyll curlers 
could still compete at other 

rinks but it would be less fre-
quently because of the distance 

‘The future of the Argyll 

at our AGM, which will be 
held on March 26,’ he said.

Secretary of Oban Curling 
Club, Graeme Innes, said 
Oban curlers too would decide 
on the future of its club at the 
end of the season.

‘We need to decide whether 
or not we will continue as a 
club and if we can compete 
in another curling league,’ he 
said. ‘Hopefully we can carry 
on as a club but it will be in a 
different capacity. The closure 
of the Drimsynie Curling Rink 
is a real blow to the Argyll 
curling community,’ he added.

Argyll’s last curling rink to close

Pupils at Park Primary School, Oban had fun with mathematics last Thursday in a day of events 
inspired by World Maths Day. Games, challenges and puzzles were order of the day for the children 

of P4-7, who were mixed up into differnt groups. Pictured are the pupils taking part in one of the 
more imaginative challenges, a competition to see who could make the best smoothies and record an 

accurate recipe 15_t11parkmaths1

Park use maths in the real world

A TIME share owner has told the Scottish 
government and Argyll and Bute Council 
that he does not want his share of a cash pay
out – because it is unfair to the community 
and other businesses.

Businessman John Christlieb says a legal 
loophole administered by Argyll and Bute 
Council, under the Small Business Bonus 

tions throughout the area receive tax back on 
payments as they are considered as small 

industry that they actually are.
Mr Christlieb, who is also the owner of 

Melfort Pier and Harbour, at Kilmelford 

council and the country are struggling with 
it seems beyond comprehension that you will 
be giving members of a private members 

Scheme.
‘The business is neither small nor requiring 

a bonus. Many of the members of time shares 
and private clubs are wealthy and do not need 
more help. 

‘At the same time of making these pay outs 
you are sanctioning the loss of staff mem
bers, closing schools and stopping services 
essential for some.’

A Scottish government spokeswoman said: 
‘It is local authorities that are responsible for 
the administration rates in Scotland, and the 
Scottish government has no locus to inter
vene directly in individual cases.’

Argyll and Bute Council said: ‘The Scot
tish Government has announced that SBBS 

‘The cost of SBBS relief is fully funded 
by the Scottish Government, and we operate 
this relief according to the legislation and 
guidance issued by them.

operations as such.  Rather they receive relief 
of rates which reduces the amount they have 
to pay, provided that the rateable value of 
each unit is below the scheme’s limits.’

Kilmelford
time share 
owner turns 
down council’s 
tax incentive

Port Charlotte Water Treatment 
Works on Islay has been 
completed, alleviating building 
constraints on the island.

The project at Port Charlotte, 
which was carried out by 
Biwater Leslie Joint Venture 
(BLJV) for Scottish Water Solu
tions, involved the installation of 

water recovery tanks.
Jane McKenzie, Scottish 

Water’s regional community 
manager, said: ‘There were some 
temporary disruptions to the 
water supply on a few occasions 
during the project but we made 
every effort to minimise these.’

The plant was built in the 

years ago. 

Islay water works 
project completed

A KAYAK reported missing 
in last week’s Oban Times was 
spotted by an eagle eyed reader 
being put into the back of a dark 
coloured estate car.

Staff at adventure and educa
tion company Stramash have 
now reported the matter to the 
police who are making enquires.

Anyone with  more informa
tion on the blue and white 

Saturday March 5 should contact 

anonymously to Crimestoppers 

Missing kayak 
spotted being 
loaded in car

ARGYLL’S serving infantry 
troops will not be affected 
by planned cuts as part of the 
Strategic Defence Review, the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has 
said.

The MoD said this week that 
the Argyll and Sutherland High
landers, 5th Battalion the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland (5SCOTS) 
will face no compulsory redun
dancies and neither will any 
other infantry battalion.

The claim comes amid reports 
in the national press that veter
ans from Afghanistan will not 

from the MoD’s annual budget.

personnel will face compulsory 

the Royal Air Force, including 
crew in training.

No job cuts
Speaking on Monday, the MoD 

said that no infantry troop would 
lose their job.

A spokeswoman said: ‘This is 
not affecting 5SCOTS. There’s 
no change to our infantry battal
ions and that’s not set to change.

‘We can’t say categorically that 
that nobody from 5SCOTS will 
go, as some people may decide to 

leave of their own accord.’
Voluntary redundancy pack

ages may be offered to the troops 
though.

The spokeswoman could not 

however.
Argyll and Bute Liberal 

Democrat MP, Alan Reid, was 
pleased to hear 5SCOTS would 
not be affected, but said cuts to 
the MoD budget were necessary.

He said: ‘It’s good news and 
certainly welcome news for 
this area. However, all budgets 
do have to be cut because the 
previous government left a huge 

No compulsory redundancies for 5 Scots

tionnaires for Scotland’s biggest 

sus, will arrive at addresses in 
Argyll and Bute from this week.

The census takes place on 
March 27 and while those in built 
up areas will receive their census 

at remote addresses will receive 
their forms by post as it is more 

Census regional manager 
Andrew Law said: ‘The census 
is a way for people to tell the 
government and businesses about 
the services they use and need, 
now and in the future. 

‘It’s vital rural communities 
are included because the census 
results are used to target bil
lions of pounds of public money 
on services, including health, 
housing and transport. Personal 

tions for each person. 
‘Most of the census questions 

are multiple choice and can be 
answered by simply ticking a 
box.’

For further information on 
Scotland’s Census visit www.
scotlandscensus.gov.uk

Census forms come 
through rural 
letter boxes

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...

READ...
INVERNESS
UNCOVERED
Mairi 
Hedderwick 
on
Katie Morag
UNBEATABLE
SPRING
BREAKS
How our 
seabeds 
are being 
wrecked
PERTHSHIRE’S BOAR & 
BEAVER COLONY
What really happened at 
Bannockburn?
10 GREAT UNSOLVED SCOTS 
MYSTERIES 

WIN...
AMAZING MOTHER’S DAY PRIZE: Treat your 
mum this Mother’s Day with a luxury 
Scottish Field hamper full of goodies 
from some of Scotland’s finest suppliers 
- worth £700

www.scottishfield.co.uk

A luxury weekend break in Inverness
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A SIX-foot statue of Stan Laurel, 
stolen from Oban’s Rowantree 
Hotel seven years ago, has reap-
peared on the premises - with a 
story to tell.

Staff at the hotel found a 
globetrotting Stan safe and well, 
standing at the back door to the 
hotel car park last Wednesday 
morning. 

Tied around his neck was a 
diary of places he had ‘travelled’ 
to, including Afghanistan, Libya, 
the North Pole and Hollywood.

The diary entries are comple-
mented by pictures of Stan with 

Barack Obama and Spain’s World 
Cup winning football team.

The cover of the diary reads: 
‘Ah is no awa tae bide awa, ah 
wis aye cumin back tae see ye.’

manager Michael Durkin was 
working at the hotel in 2004 
when Stan was stolen.

‘I can see the funny side now,’ 
he said. 

‘Someone has obviously gone 
to a lot of trouble to play this 
prank and it did bring a smile to 
my face.

‘I remember when he was 
stolen everyone was annoyed 
and pretty embarrassed that a 

six-foot statue could have been 
taken out of reception without 
anyone noticing.

‘Gilbert MacKechnie, who 
owned the hotel at the time, was 
pretty upset about the whole thing 
and offered a £1,000 reward for 
his safe return.’

Staff at the hotel even reported 
the incident to the police at the 
time but had given up hope of 
Stan returning.

Michael said: ‘The whole thing 
had become a bit of an urban 
legend and we would always tell 
the story to new staff members 
because they didn’t believe peo-
ple would steal things as large as 
that.’

The opening diary entry ex-
plains: ‘What can I say? I went 
out for a loaf. In 2004 I was a 
wanted man. £1,000 was offered 
for information about my wherea-
bouts. By then I was at the North 
Pole and it was more hassle than 
it was worth for the Eskimos to 
get me back to Oban.’

Stan has been returned to 
his old stomping ground in the 
Rowantree’s reception for the 
time being. 

‘It will be a while before I go out 
for a loaf again.’

AT THE most recent meeting of Oban Photographic Club 
members enjoyed high quality images from the Photographic 
Alliance of Gt Britain ( PAGB) portfolio. 

While landscapes, seascapes and portraits are still well 
represented it has to be said that more and more digitally created 
art/photo images are being produced by clubs around Scotland and 
winning prizes too! 

Representatives of the club travelled to Helensburgh this week 
for the Frank Walton Inter- Club competition. 

Our next local meeting is the AGM on  March 21 at 8pm in the 
Regent Hotel. Good attendance is requested.

THE Lorn Drama Festival will run from Tuesday to Friday 
next week , March 22 – 25, with 11 different drama groups 
from  all corners of  Argyll performing at the Corran Halls 
Oban from 7.30pm each evening. 

All 13 plays this year are comedies. There are three plays 
each evening so come along and support your local group and 
have a good night out.

Now in its 14th year the drama festival is a regular feature 
in the spring season and is well attended by people from 
thoughout the west coast as well as from Oban. 

For any further information on anything to do with the 
festival contact martyngibson@phonecoop.coop.

A NEW sample patch of 
pavement has been prepared 
in Oban’s George Street and 
members of the public are being 
asked for their views before it is 
adopted, subject to funding.

Scotland Transerv, the operat-
ing company for the management 

and maintenance of the Trunk 
Road Network in the Argyll and 
Bute area, is currently preparing 
a design for improvement works 
to Oban town centre. 

The proposed works extend 
from the north roundabout 
near the Corran Halls to Argyll 

Square, including the Espla-
nade. 

A spokesperson for Scotland 
Transerv said: ‘The scheme, 
which is still subject to the avail-
ability of funding, is likely to 
comprise replacing the footway 
surface, reconstructing the car-

riageway and the renewal of the 
street lighting network. The date 
of the construction phase of the 
project is yet to be determined.

‘Scotland Transerv has pre-
pared a trial panel of a footway 
material for discussion for the 
planned improvement works in 

Oban town centre. 
The trial panel is located on 

George Street, opposite the 
former cinema.

The proposed footway mate-
rial is a synthetic material that is 
imprinted when hot to produce 
a decorative pattern that is 

durable and is an alternative to 
traditional paving materials.

‘Scotland Transerv would like 
the general public to view this 
footway trial panel and send 
comments to obanfootway@
scotland.transerv.co.uk,’ added 
the spokesman.

New style Oban pavement goes on trial in George Street

Rowantree Hotel staff Lesley Alcorn and Michael Durkin welcome back Stan with a beer. 17_t11stan01

‘Another 

you gotten 
me into’
‘Stan Laurel’ returns to Oban     

after seven years of world travel

OBAN and Lorn Lions have presented Oban Phoenix Cinema 
with a cheque for £250 for plans to reopen the cinema.

THE WORK of Argyll bard Duncan Bàn MacIntyre will be 
celebrated at an evening event in Oban tomorrow (Friday).

Organised by An Comunn Gàidhealach an Òbain, the talk 
will be led by Dr Roddy MacLeod and Calum Ross will sing 
songs written by the bard.

It will be held in the Free Church Hall and will begin at 
7.30pm.

OBAN and Lorn Lions Club is joining the international aid effort 
for victims of the earthquake and tsunami that has devastated 
Japan.

Club members will be outside Waterstones book shop in George 
Street this Saturday between 10am and 4pm.

Lions International has 22 clubs based in and around Sendai, 
one of the worst areas affected, and there are 100,000. Lions Club 
members in Japan.

AT LORN Archaeological and Historical Society’s February 
meeting Dr Kirsty Owen from Historic Scotland talked about 
the latest restoration phase at Stirling Castle. 

To a full house she explained the skills and thinking behind 
the style of restoration at the King James V palace buildings. 

She emphasised the national importance and impression it 
would have given visiting monarchs or dignitaries of the late 

carved oak heads that have attracted a lot of press interest 
recently. Dr Owen explained that in reality the palace only 
reached its full potential for a short time before the court 
moved south after the Union of the Crowns in 1603. The 
restoration to this period is now almost complete and full 
public access is expected within a few months.
   The next meeting will be on the March 25 at the Undercroft, 
Glencruitten Church Centre when Sue Hothersal will talk on 
The Kelp Industry, an episode in a long history of seaweed 
use.

OBAN Phoenix Cinema is currently undertaking a full feasibility 
study to support proposals to buy and refurbish the cinema 
in Oban. The association’s steering group would very much 

to answer a few cinema related questions. To receive a survey 
contact obanphoenixcinema@gmail.co.uk

ARGYLL and Bute’s Lord Lieu-
tenant retired last week - but was 
soon back in uniform.

For although Kenneth MacKin-
non CVO RD WS was no longer 
Lord Lieutenant, he performed 
one last duty when HMS 
Campbeltown paid a visit to her 

before she is decommissioned.
Mr MacKinnon, of Oban, has 

served as the Lord Lieutenant 
for nine years and last week he 
and his wife Clare and a group 
of Argyll friends celebrated his 
retirement and 75th birthday with 
a party.

But he donned the uniform one 
more time to attend the farewell 
parade through the streets of 
Campbeltown and inspected the 
guard from HMS Campbeltown 
and the town’s sea cadets.

‘My successor has not been 
named,’ said Mr MacKinnon 
who served with the Royal Navy 
Reserve and retired from DM 
MacKinnon, Oban in 1996.

A type-22 frigate, HMS Camp-
beltown is due to be decommis-
sioned in Plymouth on April 7 and 
arrived in Campbeltown Loch 
last Wednesday, surrounded by a 

A parade last Wednesday eve-
ning saw the ship’s bell handed 
back to Campbeltown, as locals 
turned out to show their support; it 
will eventually go back to Camp-
belltown Pennsylvania, USA, as 

originally an American lend lease 
ship which famously rammed the 
dock gates at St Nazaire during 
the Second World War.

salute to mark her visit with the 
ship’s company lining her decks.

She will return to Plymouth on 
March 31 for decommissioning 
on April 7 when a group from 
Campbeltown will attend.

Kenneth MacKinnon CVO RD WS performed one last duty as Lord 
Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute when he inspected the guard of   

HMS Campbeltown in Campbeltown last week   Picture: Kevin McGlynn

Lord Lieutenant conducts last duty as 
HMS Campbeltown bids farewell

Mull trust ‘very lucky’ 
to get planning passed

Man served jail 
sentence waiting 
for court case

Superstore breach 
of the peace ends 
in £100 fine

Planning improves 
in Argyll and Bute

Pupils learn about 
local tourism

Linda clocks up 500 hours in ‘bends’ unit at Dunstaffnage

A MAN who shook and shouted 
at a woman in the café of an 

when he appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday.

James Carmichael, aged 46, of 
Flat 02-3 Thornwood Crescent, 
Glasgow pled guilty to commit-
ting a breach of the peace at the 
store on Lochavullin Road on 
August 5 last year.

PLANNING in Argyll and Bute 
-

ment.
In a recent survey the council 

was seen to be performing 18 
per cent above the average on 
indicators such as application 
processing and advice to 
applicants.

ROADS in Argyll and Bute 
recorded a reduction in road 

In the third quarter from 
November 2010 roads inspectors 
noted fewer problems on the 

noted in the following quarter 
there is likely to be a substantial 
increase.

PRIMARY seven pupils from 
Park Primary School visited 
Oban’s tourist information centre 
as part of their project on Oban 
and the surrounding isles.

The pupils visited at the begin-
ning of Scottish Tourism Week, 
and learnt all about tourism in 
the area.

A MAN was admonished at 
Oban Sheriff Court on Monday 
after pleading guilty to repeat-

Iain MacColl, whose address 
was given in court as c/o Solas, 
Albany Street, Oban, pled guilty 
to assaulting an Oban police 

attempting to gouge his eye.
MacColl, aged 44, had already 

spent 39 days on remand for the 
offence, committed on February 
3 this year. 

In sentencing MacColl Sheriff 
Eric Brown said: ‘I do not wish it 
to be thought that this incident is 
anything but serious but having 
served the equivalent of a 60 day 
sentence I admonish you.’

Road defects were 
in decline before 
winter weather

A COMMUNITY Trust has 
been told it is ‘very lucky’ to get 
retrospective planning permis-
sion. 

Mull and Iona Community Trust 
(MICT) was eventually granted 
permission, despite councillors 
being against authorising it.

A planning ruling in early 
March states MICT have to en-
sure the community building in 

right-hand-side windows that 
overlook a domestic property 
and to mask an outfall pipe that 
will discharge into the Sound of 
Mull. 

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
told Mull Community Council 
the planning condition of im-
proving the look of the pipe had 
to be adhered or MICT may not 

subsequently, the building would 
not be able to be used.

Faults 
Councillor McCuish who is 

the Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Planning and Protective Serv-
ices Board vice-chairman said: 
‘MICT were very lucky to get 
away with this. 

‘I understand there have been 
faults on both the council’s and 

MICT’s side. But retrospective 
planning in cases will happen 
less and less.’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
added: ‘I have to say that the 
meeting of this condition is the 
rise and fall of MICT. 

Moray Finch, general manager 
of MICT, said: ‘We have a techni-
cal report prepared by engineers 
with regard to the pipe. 

‘Over the next few days the 
board will discuss the detail 
of the report and then speak to 
planners. 

‘The opaque windows are 

AFTER 500 hours in a decom-
pression chamber a medical 
attendant says she is not ready to 
give up yet.

Linda Robb is the longest serv-
ing assistant in the treatment of 
‘bent’ divers at the Dunstaffnage 
unit. She has worked in the unit 
since 1988, and has helped treat 
77 divers in that time.  

‘It can seem like a long time in 
the chamber,’ says Linda ‘but over 
the years we have come up with 
many different ways of passing 
the time. Playing Scrabble was 
my favourite for many years and I 
think there are probably a number 

Linda Robb inside the 
recompression chamber at 

Dunstaffnage 

of patients I should apologise to 
for being a little too competitive 
at times.’

Linda originally joined the 
old Scottish Marine Biology 
Association as a marine science 
assistant but soon volunteered 
to be a part-time member of the 
hyperbaric unit.

‘My initial interest came from 
being a diver myself at that time.  
Over the years I became more 
interested in the medical side of 
the work and I am now trained to 
provide Intermediate Life Sup-
port within the chamber. Many of 
the divers we see have only mild 

to moderate symptoms, but there 
are times when we deal with 
life or death situations.  On two 
occasions I have been at pressure 
with divers for over 48 hours at a 
time because they were too ill to 
come to the surface.  Thankfully, 
they both went on to make good 
recoveries.’

The bends, a common name for 
decompression illness, is caused 
by bubbles of nitrogen developing 
in the blood and tissues of a diver 
during or following a dive. The 
treatment involves being placed 
in a recompression chamber for a 

The government has announced 
that from summer 2011, the 
RHI will support non-domestic 
users of heat who want to install 
wood fuel boilers, solar hot water 
panels or heat pumps.

There will also be support for 
householders.

In April,  there are use green 
heat advice surgeries for 
businesses and householders 
looking to install a renewable 
heating system:

RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE (RHI)

If you are unable to attend a surgery but would like 
more advice and support call ALI energy on 01631 565183 

or email: info@usegreenheat.co.uk

April 18th
Strachur Memorial Hall, 4pm to 7.45pm

April 19th
Stagecoach Inn, Cairndow, 2pm to 7.30pm

April 20th
Aqualibrium, Campbeltown, 3pm to 8pm

April 21st
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban, 3.30pm to 7.45pm
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BARRADOWN YOUR WAY

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY
visits Loch Fyne
with reporter Edel Kenealy.
You can contact her at  01631 568000              
or email ekenealy@obantimes.co.uk.

This week - Iona

MACDIARMID Nursery in 
Skeabost, Isle of Skye, took part 
in children’s communication 
charity I CAN’s Guinness World 
Record attempt for the largest 
game of Head, Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes last week.

The children, aged 2 to 6, also 
performed songs and nursery 

Cullipool Village Hall on the Isle of Luing was filled to capacity for all four performances of Luing 
Amateur Dramatic Society’s performances of  Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. The cast and crew 
worked hard since last October to put on the entertaining show and are already looking forward to 

next year’s show. 

MacDiarmid Nursery children took part in I CAN’s Chatterbox Challenge and the Guinness world record attempt.

BARRA residents have told 
Caledonian MacBrayne not 
to alter the ferry route from 
Castlebay to Oban, saying going 
to Mallaig instead would be a 
backwards step.

Islanders told the ferry operator 
that such a move would be 
damaging to the local economy, 
adding that any dilution of 
services would be deemed 
unacceptable for the community.

ISLAY
THE NEW Islay ferry, MV 
Finlaggan, has now entered 
drydock in Remontowa shipyard 
in Gdansk, Poland, which has 

90-metre long vessel. 

applied and the stabiliser system 
commissioned. On return to the 

the bow and stern ramp will be 
conducted with truck and bus 
trials. The new ferry is built 
to carry a total of 550 people, 
85 cars and 10 articulated 
lorries/coaches.

Inside the vessel, work 
progresses in the accommoda-
tion area with all galley and crew 
cabins complete and work in the 
passenger areas is ongoing, with 
completion due in approximately 
18 days. In the new vessel are 
three passenger decks containing 
an observation lounge, reclining 
seat lounge, quiet lounge, 
restaurant, shop, children’s’ play 
area, two disabled lifts and two 
external decks for panoramic 
seating. 

Internal painting of machinery 
spaces and other areas is ongo-
ing. Electrical work continues 
with most lighting in place, and 
alarm systems being commis-
sioned. Windlass anchor and 
capstans have all been tested.

There has been a slight delay to 
the external painting programme 
due to extremely cold 
winter weather in Poland, where 
average night-time temperatures 
fell to -23ºC during the last few 
weeks and daytime temperatures 
rarely rose above -15ºC.

Harbour trials are ongoing, 
with sea trials to take place on 
March 23-24 and 29-31. The 
ship’s crew are due to travel 
out in early April for passenger 

due for handover in April 2011, 
with arrival in Scotland expected 
in early May.

A FUNDRAISING dinner will 
be held on Saturday March 19 
in Islay High School Assembly 
Hall.

A three course dinner will 
be served and the evening will 
feature a presentation on a ‘Trek 
to the South Pole in the footsteps 
of Shackleton’ given by Will 
Gow and Henry Adams. 

There will also be an auction 
of high quality items. For more 
information or to book a table, 
contact Islay High School.

THERE have been new 
appointments within Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle. 

Upon retiral of president Iain 
MacPherson, vice president 
Fergus Muir takes over the chair. 

Libby Morris will assist with 
Gaelic tuition and Arlene MacK-
errell will be assistant conductor. 
The senior choir’s membership 
has risen to 36 and practices are 
well attended. Ladies’ and mens’ 
choirs rehearse on alternate 
Tuesday evenings and the full 
choir practices each Thursday 
evening. The choir meets in 
Bowmore Hall, unless otherwise 
advised. Visit the choir’s website 
at www.islaygaelicchoir for the 
latest choir news.

ISLAY LETTER

KYLEAKIN
THE EILEAN Bàn Trust is 
presenting the ‘Bright Water 
Concert’ on Saturday March 19 
in Kyleakin Village Hall.

The concert will feature 
students from the School of 
Traditional Music in Plockton 
and Strath Gaelic Choir, along 
with readings from the works of 
Gavin Maxwell.  There will also 

the interval with exciting prizes.
Ticket information on 01599 

530183.

GLENELG

FOLK and broadcasting 
legend Jimmie Macgregor is 
bringing his ‘Jimmie Macgregor 
Gathering of Songs, Stories and 
Famous Folk’ show to Glenuig 
Hall next Saturday.

Jimmy, who turned 81 last 
Thursday, will sing, talk about 
his life and tell stories and tales 
of interviews with the likes of 
John Wayne and ‘Tarzan’. 

Jimmie and fellow musician 
Robin Hall were hugely 

revival, the duo touring the 
world to appear in countless 
venues from the Albert Hall to 
the smallest folk clubs. 

VOLUNTEER stewards are still 
required for the ‘Drams in the 
Field’ music festival at Glenelg 
over the weekend of September 
2-3 for litterpicking and car 
parking duties.

For further information, or if 
you would like to help out, please 
email Kyleakin Environmental 
Group on skyekeg@yahoo.co.uk.

GLENELG

SKEABOST

STRONTIAN
KILCAMB Lodge, Strontian, 
has been put on the market for 
offers over £1.4 million through 
property consultancy Knight 
Frank. 

Husband and wife David and 
Sally Fox have run the country 
house hotel for the last eight 
years but have now decided to 
retire. The couple have invested 
heavily in the business, which 
won the Romantic Hotel of The 
Year 2010 award. Mr Fox said: 
‘We have loved every minute of 
running Kilcamb Lodge but now 
is the right time for us to retire.
We have decided to continue 
living in this wonderful part of 
Scotland and will continue to 
enjoy the spectacular scenery 
and friendliness of the locals.’

MORVERN Community 
Council (MCC) met in Lochaline 
Village Hall on Thursday March 
3.

Present: chairman Iain 
Thornber, C Mackechnie, H 
Mackechnie, D Robertson, H 
Watt and four members of the 
public.

In attendance: Messrs Scott 
Bellwood and Ian Cameron, 
Highland Council Cleansing 
Department.

Highland councillors: None 
present. No apologies.

Draft minutes (abridged):
The chairman introduced Mr 

Scott and Mr Bellwood, who 
gave a presentation on the new 
schedule of waste bin collection. 
One objective is to reduce 

being increased progressively 
each year.

The skip service will cease 
from April 1, the reasons 
being that materials cannot be 
monitored, causing problems, 
and that contractors are surrepti-
tiously depositing material for 
whose disposal costs they are 
responsible while contributing 
to the annual £75,000 cost in 
Lochaber. 

The chairman presented an 
88-name petition against the 
removal of the skip service to 
be forwarded to TEC services 
chairman Councillor John Laing 
and to all ward councillors. He 
emphasised the risk of greatly 

is implemented. Mr Bellwood 

was no longer a concern of the 
Cleansing department but had 
been transferred to the Com-
munity Works Department.  

The chairman deplored the 
lack of communication between 
Highland Council and MCC on 
this matter, which had apparently 
been decided at the November 
2010 meeting of the committee. 

A member of the public pointed 
out that he had studied the 
minute and found the reference 
to the skip provision was 
restricted to a single sentence 
answer to a question by a 
councillor, but the matter had 
NOT been discussed by the 
committee.  

There was unanimous dissent 
about the withdrawal of the 
service. The chairman thanked 
Messrs Bellwood and Cameron 
who left the meeting.

Correspondence: Stray cattle 
on the White Glen road (A884) 
and deer being fed close to the 
same road near Liddesdale on 
Laudale Estate. In respect of 
the former, Ardtornish Estate 
is strengthening and repairing 
the stock fences adjacent to the 
A884 which should resolve the 
problem. Public asked to report 
any future encounters. The 
deer food has been moved from 
Liddesdale. In future, blocks will 
be put out on the hill to avoid 
feeding on the low ground so the 
problem should not occur again. 

Letter from H Raven, 
Ardtornish Estate, regarding 
proposed new housing in and 
around Lochaline at three sites. 
Request for discussion about 
options. The estate wish to see 
more house building, including 
affordable homes. Meeting to be 

discuss. Date to be announced. 
Treasurer’s report: General 

account balance at Febraury 
4 2011 - £10 021.18, including 
£1,222.50 repayment of loan by 
Morvern Community Trust and 
£1 015.04 per capita grant from 
Highland Council. Common 
good account balance at January 
25 2011 - £6,111.03, including 
£5,000 lodged in this account for 
convenience. 

Chairman’s report: The chair-
man advised of a forthcoming 
meeting with Iain Bruce-Low, 
Highalnd Council Com-

public roads in Morvern needing 
repairs, including the road from 
Lochaline Stores to the hotel and 
the badly rutted section at the 
War Memorial. Mr Bruce-Low 
has allocated funding in his 
budget for hot-skimming the 
surface. 

The Drimnin road from 
Mungosdale Bridge to the Old 
Ferry slipway will be inspected. 
Police Constable Andrew Irvine 
wishes to be involved in assess-
ing the problem of overhanging 
branches and tree limbs along 

MORVERN

A GROUP of Acharacle children 
have been learning how to 
survive in the wilds of Lochaber.

Pupils from P4 to P7 have been 
taking part in the ‘Forest School’ 
sessions, run by Lochaber-based 
Wildwood Bushcraft, in 
woodlands next to their school.

The course, which is part-
funded by Scottish Natural 
Heritage, teaches the children 
about bushcraft, making 
forest art and nature surveys. 
So far they have learned the 
fundamentals of survival 
– including tying knots, lighting 

mini shelters.
The project aims to get the 

children enjoying working 
together, being active outdoors, 
discovering more about their 
local woodland, and learning 
useful, practical skills.

Wildwood Bushcraft’s Leon 
Durbin said: ‘It has been great 
to see the enthusiasm and the 
progress made by everyone in 
the group. Outdoor classrooms 
are a great medium for learning 
because they make education so 
much fun.’

You can’t start a fire without a spark: two Archaracle pupils 
learning how to make a campfire.

KILMALLIE Community 
Company’s (KCC) fourth AGM 
in Kilmallie Hall on March 3 
saw changes to the board of 
directors. 

Founding members Ossie 
Veitch and Angus MacPhie stood 
down, as did other long serving 
directors Hugh Muir and Linda 
Taylor. 

Because they had been the 
moving force right at the start, 
Ossie was presented with a 
goblet made from pine taken 
from a wind blown tree, while 
Angus was given a small cup 
made from oak. 

New directors elected were 
Paul Brian for a further three 
years, Chris Strong and Lee 
Mackenzie new to the board and 
Jan MacLugash was appointed as 
the representative on the board 
for the community council.

After the AGM business 
was concluded, three possible 
new community projects were 
discussed.

Su Sen described the plans of 
Caol Regeneration Company to 
commission a feasibility study 
to determine if it is possible to 
develop a marina and a small 
boat launching facility near to 
the Caledonian Canal entrance. 

Jan MacLugash described 
possibilities for becoming 
involved in the management or 
ownership of British Waterways 
land next to the canal, while 
Roddy Mainland described the 
rowan woodland above Lady 
Margaret Drive and suggested 
that this was a natural addition to 
the Oakwood as the nature trail 
continues through it. 

All three projects received 
a positive response though 
there are many details yet to be 
worked out.

The Saturday before the 
meeting, a work party met at 
the Cnoc nam Faobh Oakwood 
to improve the nature trail and 
remove litter.

KILMALLIE

ACHARACLE

LEWIS
MOD NAN Eilean Siar 2011 
local committee has organised a 
fundraising ceilidh and dance on 
Saturday March 19 at An Caladh 
Inn, Stornoway.  

This ceilidh coincides with 
Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais which 
is being held in Stornoway from 
March 14  to 20.   

The evening will begin at 8pm 
and the committee is delighted to 

ISLANDERS are planning a knees-up to celebrate the Royal 
Wedding - and they are asking folks to put on their old wedding 

Louise Alloway said: ‘We are holding a disco in the village hall 
and we thought it would be great fun if people got dressed up in 

Obviously one or two of us are giving up our own invites to the 
real thing to go along to Iona Village Hall but I think it will be 
worth it!’ 

The event is on Friday April 29 from 7.30pm. There will be a 
small entrance fee.

AFTER 18 years of dedicated service to Iona Abbey, a stonema-
son’s career has come to a sheepish end.

Iain Dougall, of Ardionra, was hoping not to bleet too much 
about his retirement but his work colleagues had a different idea 
and bought him four Zwartble ewes. The four new girls in his 
life are named Abbie, Lily-Anne, Carrie and Beatrice but it was a 
complete surprise to Iain that he was getting them.

Iain had no idea the sheep were being smuggled onto the island 
and was absolutely staggered when he was taken out to the shed to 
see them with their colour-coded collars and name tags. 

Iain said: ‘I thought I might get a bottle or a small gift. I had no 
idea I might get a sheep - far less four all ready for lambing.

‘I suppose this will be one of the best times to retire as there is 
so much to do on the croft. 

Gordon Rutherford, Iain’s boss, said: ‘We decided we wanted to 
do something a wee bit something different for Iain, so buying a 
Zwartble seemed a good idea.

‘We bought one animal, while Iain’s family bought the other 
three. They cut quite a striking sight at the north end. I heard one 
islander fell off his bike when he saw them.

‘Iain has been a good colleague, great to work with. He will be 
very much missed on our team. 

‘I would personally like to thank Iain for all his hard work and 
dedication to the task and the support he has offered me over the 
years.’

Iain started work for the Iona Cathedral Trustees, as they were 
then called, on March 1 1993 replacing the renowned stonemason 
and Gaelic speaker Attie MacKechnie. 

When Historic Scotland took the trustees over around 2000, 
Iain transferred to work for the Monument Conservation Unit of 
Historic Scotland, still as a stonemason.

Iain said he hasn’t yet had the chance to see everyone he works 
with to thank them and would like to pass on his grateful thanks 
for his new girls.

Iain Dougall, a stonemason from Iona, was given a retirement 
present of four Zwartble ewes from his work colleagues and 

family. 16_t11ardio2

EARLY plans for the annual dress-up disco are underway, but 
this year there will be a requirement for some leather and maybe 
a wee bit fringing.

Last year islanders were treated to Pirates of the Hebridean 
theme night but this year the islanders are heading west – to the 
wild west for a rootin’ shootin’ party. Organisers say it is time to 
get your costume ready. Posters will be going up in August.

ISLANDERS are getting a rare glimpse of an historic house.
Dunsmeorach, the proud white house near to the Relig Oran, has 

been having a major overhaul to increase the accommodation for 
the Christian group The Iona Community.

Costing slightly short of £500,000, the building was once the 
summer home of Lord George MacLeod of Funary and has been 
used for a number of years as accommodation for the many 
volunteers who come to live and work in the community.

After the major works to increase the number of bedrooms and 
the size of the living space, the house is due to be open to the 
public on March 17. Tea and biscuits will be served to everyone 
who wants to come along and see round the house.

IONA Primary School head teacher Elizabeth Kennedy writes: 
‘Once upon a time there was a small school where the children 
loved to work in the garden. One year they planted some 

‘Even though the weather has been dreadful with gale force 
winds this year everyone is beginning to think about getting out 
into the garden and preparing it for the next season. The pupils 
in Iona Primary are hoping that once again they will have a good 
crop of vegetables.’

Children from Iona with the very big cauliflower. 

ZUMBA has reached Iona with woman pulling on their hot 
pants and dancing down to the village hall for an hour on Friday 
afternoon.

Kate Peetrie, from ‘the other side’ of Mull, took the class for the 

Islander Dot Stewart, who got into her own leotard especially 
for the occasion, said: ‘It was great. There were loads of us and 
we could have been anywhere in the world. There was a room 
full of enthusiastic women taking part in the dancing. We tried to 
encourage Ben Brace from the hotel to come along, but he wasn’t 
having any of it.’  

Almost on film
BRUICHLADDICH Distillery almost 

in Scotland by award-winning director Ken 
Loach.

Sadly, the island setting fell through as 
there is not enough accommodation in the 
area to house the 80-plus cast and crew who 
will be involved in the project.

shot in a warehouse on the outskirts of 

early spring.
Bruichladdich would have been an ideal 

setting for the storyline which involves 
the theft of a barrel of rare whisky and its 
replacement with the replica containing 
much inferior spirit.

Among 74-year-old Loach’s best known 
productions are ‘Kes’, the adventures of 
a boy and  a kestrel and ‘The Wind That 
Shakes The Barley’ set during the Irish 
troubles in the 1920s.  

Venison supper
THE FINLAGGAN Trust’s annual venison 
supper, now in its 23rd glorious year, lived 
up to expectation when supporters from far 
and wide wined and dined in the candlelit 
Ballygrant village hall.

The menu, featuring local produce well 
prepared and presented, pleased the palates 
as did the spirited offerings from Diageo 
and the Islay Ales Company.

It was a busy night for Gaelic vocalist 
Andrew McCowan who not only sang 
for his supper but compered the musical 
entertainment sustained by a group of 
the island’s best known and most popular 
performers. Also adding to the merriment 
were Finlaggan stalwart supporters Janette 
and Russell Hannah who are regular supper 
guests.

Recipes wanted
AS PART of its 150th anniversary celebra-
tions in 2012 the Glasgow Islay Association 
is to publish a book of recipes submitted 
by members, friends and supporters of the 
group.

In an endeavour to obtain 150 recipes, the 
organisers are inviting submissions from 
local Ilich as well as from those further 

Typed details of culinary delights should 
be sent without delay to the association’s 
immediate past president Peter Campbell 
at 108 George Street, Dunblane, FK15 
9HF. They can also be sent online to info@
glasgow-islay.org.uk. All systems go, the 
recipe book should appear in the early 
autumn.

Trio’s visit
THE INCREASINGLY popular Scottish 
Reed Trio will be in concert at Bowmore 
Distillery on Wednesday March 23 at 8pm.

The trio, comprising Catherine Earnshaw 
on oboe, Frances Prybus on clarinet 

and bassoonist Heather Kent met while 
they were students at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama. They 
set up the trio three years ago and have 
appeared at the Royal Albert Hall and at 
the Amsterdam Concertegebouw. They also 
broadcast regularly on radio and television.

Their Bowmore concert will feature the 
specially commissioned ‘The Dalriada 
Suite, composed by Oliver Searle and 
featuring a segment inspired by a historical 
event on Islay. All will be musically 
revealed on the night.

The trio’s Bowmore appearance is 
promoted by Islay Arts Association.

Islay gathering
I ENJOYED  my visit to the 149th annual 
gathering of the Glasgow Islay  Association 
held in the University Students’ Union on 
March 5.

Perhaps an absence of some years makes 
the heart grow fonder  and it was good to 
see familiar faces who were always much in 
evidence at the glut of gatherings I once at-
tended. The concert entertainment pleased 
everyone, the performers were at the top 
of their game and the guest chairman 
and Gaelic broadcaster John Carmichael 
excelled. The success of the event delighted 
the organisers, especially Bowmore’s 
Malcom Campbell who took over as group 
president in June of last year.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

the Drimnin road with a view to 
having the worst of them taken 
down for safety reasons. 

The chairman attended a 
liaison committee meeting of 
the Ardtornish (Loch Tearnait) 
Hydro Electric Scheme. Project 
proceeding well, no complaints 
from walkers or the public. 

Angus Robertson has intimated 
there will be an open day when 
the work is completed to allow 
the public to view the scheme. 
An application to build another 
small scheme above Ullin in 
the White Glen will shortly go 
before the HC planners. The 
chairman and Dr Douglas Watt 
attended a meeting in Strontian 
regarding the Scottish Ambu-
lance Service and heard that 
local ambulances would always 
have two staff present during a 
call-out. The chairman and Dr 
and Mrs D Watt attended the 
HC Ward Forum to hear Chief 
Inspector John Chisholm, Fort 

levels at Strontian.
Members of the council: Mr C 

Mackechnie queried whether the 
public water supply could cope 
with additional housing planned 
in Morvern, in view of problems 
encountered in Lochaline 
during recent severe winter 
weather. It was agreed to ask 
the Water Board for its views. 
Mr Mackechnie also raised the 
problem of children leaving 
Lochaline Primary School to 
attend Tobermory High School, 
instead of Ardnamurchan. After 
this summer, there are expected 
to be 10 Morvern pupils crossing 
to Mull. Possible reasons for this 
were discussed. It was pointed 
out Ardnamurchan stands to lose 
one teacher for every reduction 
of 10 pupils, the present roll 
being 130. 

Additional matters raised 
by the public: Concern was 
expressed about the access track 
to the beach below the Lochaline 
Hotel. This has been blocked by 
a locked gate denying access by 
divers and people with ponies. 

rhymes in front of proud families 
and staff in aid of I CAN’s 
Chatterbox Challenge. 

BT Openreach backed the 
special fundraising day for the 
charity, which supports children 

with speech, language and 

Joy Naylor from Macdiarmid 
Nursery told The Oban Times
the nursery was ‘thrilled’ to 
have taken part. She said: ‘The 
children have really enjoyed 
learning and singing nursery 
rhymes and practicing their 

speech and language skills.’ Joy 
is the only person on the Isle of 
Skye to be accredited with the 
I CAN-approved ‘supporting 
communication’ standard of 
service for pre-school age 
children. She is now training 

Ankerville Nursery in Alness.

In less than two hours the small 
group of volunteers collected the 
remains of the old roadside fence 

trailers. 
KCC secretary Paul Biggin 

said: ‘Many thanks to those 
who helped and to Ewan 
Kennedy Contractors, which as a 
voluntary contribution removed 
dangerous trees and branches 
which had been hovering over 
the path since the last gale. All 
in all it was a good community 
effort.’

announce that Robert Nairn and 
his Pneumatic Drills will provide 
the music on the evening.  

They will be joined by local 
favourite Iain MacKay and prize 
winning guest artiste Lynn 
Phipps.  

Over the coming months, the 
committee will have a series of 
ceilidhs taking place in different 
locations across the Western 
Isles and information will be 
available nearer the time of the 
event. Tickets for the ceilidh on 
March 19 are available from An 

the door.
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LISMORE

LOCHEARNHEAD

Ruan Kemp           
Oban, 12 months

Bonniest Baby Competition 2011 Please note - entries for this 
competition are now closed

Lacie Henderson           
Oban, 8 months

Calum Semple           
Bowmore, 11 months

Joseph Christie          
Oban, 19 months

Jenson Gardiner          
Newton Mearns, 12 months

Michael Christie          
Oban, 3 months

Amber Campbell         
Oban, 7 months

Danaidh MacEachern        
Lochgilphead, 9 months

Ann Marie Campbell       
Oban, 5 months

Danielle Campbell       
Oban, 20 months

Tyler Stoddart           
Ft William, 13 months

Holly McNaughton           
Bunessan, 26 months

TWENTY two sections of a 
banner were handed out on a 
Sunday recently to an unsuspect-
ing Lismore congregation, 
who were asked to take them 
away, decorate them with some 
reference to Fairtrade and return 
them the following Sunday.  

Lismore’s Fairtrade repre-
sentative, Anne Livingstone, 
was delighted by the response 
and imaginative efforts made by 
everyone involved, including the 
Sunday School.  

The sections will be returned 
to Fairtrade headquarters who 
hope that the countrywide 
response will make up 2.5 
miles of banner, as part of their 
main annual drive to raise the 

worldwide in helping farmers 
through fairer trade.

Lismore is well on its way to 
becoming a Fairtrade island, 
with Fairtrade products being 
used in the Heritage Centre Cafe, 
in the village hall and sold in the 
shop.  

Once the primary school is 
also accepted as meeting the 
necessary criteria, Lismore will 

Fairtrade island.

Mairi Campbell hosted a very 
enjoyable candlelit ceilidh in the 
hall bringing with her the pupils 
she was tutoring at one of her 
Lismore Fiddle Retreats. 

These musicians came from 
all over the country and beyond 
and together with some locals, 
they formed the evening’s house 
band.  

A great variety of songs, 
poems, dances and various in-
strumental items created a great 
evening of entertainment. Mairi 
herself treated us to one of her 
newer songs about the journey 
her widowed grandmother made 
back to Scotland from China 
with two small children: ‘Home 
(is not what I left behind)’. 

It was a very moving perform-
ance indeed and this song will 
be released in May on her album 
‘Soundcloud’. 

Katy Croissant, Sarah 
Campbell, Yorick Payne, Mary 
MacDougall, Stephen Green and 
Sebastian Tombs were among 
the locals who performed.

Shayne Stewart and Flora MacLean with some of Lismore’s 22 Fairtrade flags that will go forward to 
complete a national Fairtrade banner which is to be 2.5 miles long.

TARBERT
FOUR NEW trustees have been 
appointed to the board of Tarbert 
Harbour Authority.

Philip Robertson and Archie 
McCallum were selected whilst 
current board members Alan 
Macdonald and Scott Woods 
have been reappointed to the 
board.

Kenny MacNab, chairman 
of the appointments panel and 
vice chairman of the Board of 
Trustees for the authority, said 
the calibre and experience of 
the candidates was outstanding. 
He added the new appointments 
would strengthen the harbour 
board.

The four men, all from Tarbert, 
will take up their positions on 
April 1.

BENDERLOCH
A BENDERLOCH student 
has been recognised for her 
environmental credentials 
after being named in a list of 
15 of Scotland’s’s top young 
conservationists.

Susan Jones, who studies at 
Stirling University, was named 
as one of 15 on the Young 
Scottish Green List and attended 
a reception in Edinburgh last 
week.

The 22-year-old has been the 
president of Stirling University’s 
nature society for four years. 

She planned and carried out 
work in the university’s wildlife 
garden and has recorded wildlife 
on campus. 

-
cies lists for the university and 
carries out follow-on conserva-
tion work to protect the wildlife 
on campus.

Susan Jones, from Benderloch 
who studies at Stirling 

University

DUROR
THE March meeting of the 
community council was held 
in the community centre on 
Wednesday, March 9, at which 
the following items were among 
those discussed:

AN investigation into the 
mystery of the missing seat is 
has been launched!

Members of Duror and 
Kentallan Community Council 
were told the seat, in the play 
park, had disappeared.

One or two suggestions were 
put forward as to who might 
have taken it away to carry out 
repairs and council member 
Dave Shepton agreed he would 
look into the matter.

A NUMBER of issues concern-
ing driving through Duror and 
Kentallan have been raised with 
Transport Scotland.

A resident in the village has 
voiced concerns about the 

community centre.
The community council has 

also highlighted safety issues at 
the junction between the A828 
and Achindarroch.

The council is also awaiting the 

were carried out late last year.

THE Royal Mail has issued an 
unreserved apology to residents 
of Duror and Kentallan for the 
below par service they received 
at the end of last year and during 
the festive season.

In a letter to the community 

council, Ian Tibbets, delivery of-

the Royal Mail had fallen well 
below service levels expected 
from the organisation.

He said ‘exceptional circum-
stances’ involving staff sickness 
and absence combined with the 
bad weather had been to blame.

He accepted the council’s 
criticism regarding a lack of 
communication from Royal Mail 
to residents.

‘We will do everything 
realistically possible to ensure 
that this regrettable situation will 
not be repeated.’

He also thanked the council for 
praising the ‘exceptional efforts’ 
made by those postal workers 
who did manage to maintain the 
service as best they could.

In turn, community councillors 
thanked Mr Tibbets’ for his 
welcome response to their 
concerns.
DUROR Community Choir’s bid 
to take delivery of a new digital 
piano has received a £500 boost.

Following the community 
council’s offer to provide funds 

asked for a contribution towards 
the total cost of the instrument, 
which is expected to be about 
£1,000.

Terence Goodwin, the choir’s 
musical director, explained 
the group was attracting an 
increasing number of singers and 
as a result had recently started to 
meet in the community centre.

He explained that the choir 
currently loans a keyboard from 
Kinlochleven Primary School.

Community council members 
pledged the £500 to help buy the 
digital piano subject to the choir 
raising the rest of the money.

Members were also keen 
that the instrument would be 
available for wider community 
use, should the occasion arise.

MORAG MacNeil has stood 
down as chairwoman of the 
community council.

Jonathan Baxter was 
proposed by Dave Shepton and 
seconded by Alison Wallace and 
unanimously voted in to succeed 
her. Members decided against 
electing a vice-chairman. 

A CAPACITY audience at 
Tarbert Village Hall was treated 
to a stunning programme of folk 
and classical music last week.

With 21 young and talented 
performers from Tarbert and 15 

concert in the ‘Tarbert Youth 
Music Series’ was a tremendous 
success. 

Organised by a group of 
parents, the Tarbert Youth 
Music Series was created to give 
talented young musicians from 
schools across Mid-Argyll the 
opportunity to perform regularly 
in an informal setting. 

With the village hall decorated 
in a Springtime theme and even 
cakes for the interval decorated 

notation, the informal ambience 
was set to encourage the young 
musicians to give their best 
performances.  

Performers included the 
Tarbert Academy Folk Group, a 
pipe quartet from Lochgilphead, 
Loch Fyne Strings (with per-
formers from both Tarbert and 
Lochgilphead), and the Tarbert 
Academy Vocal Ensemble. 

To complete the varied and 
exciting programme, the audi-
ence were also treated to a range 
of solo and duet performances 
from both high schools and 
from primary schools across 
the Mid-Argyll area, including 

saxophone and trombone.

Pipers and wind instrumentalists from Lochgilphead Joint Campus. 04_c10conc01 

was particularly aimed at giving 
young people the chance to 
perfect their performances prior 
to appearing in the Mid-Argyll 
Music Festival at the end of 
March. 

Organisers are hoping that 
relationships forged between 
young musicians at the various 
schools will ensure that, at the 
next concert in the series on 
Friday, June 10, at Tarbert Vil-
lage Hall, the schools will join 
forces to encourage the young 
performers to play together in a 
variety of combos.

The concert also raised more 
than £200 for the Royal National 
Lifeboat Instituation (RNLI) 
and the Tarbert Academy School 
Fund.

CALLANDER

CENTRAL Scotland Police have 
warned residents to be on their 
guard after a bogus workman 
robbed a 77 year old woman.

The woman, who lives in Cal-
lander, was at home when a man 
knocked on her door, pretending 
to work for the council. He told 

her that he needed to turn off her 
water and she let him in. 

After he’d left, she noticed 
that the bedroom door had been 

cash had been stolen.
The man was described as 

having a soft Irish accent, aged 
between 28 – 30, about 5’6-5’8, 
slim, with short black hair and 
dark eyebrows.

He was wearing dark blue 
trousers, possibly jeans, a dark 
jumper, black shoes and black 
gloves.

A spokesperson for Central 
Scotland Police said: ‘It’s likely 
there may have been an accom-
plice with this man who, whilst 
the lady was being distracted by 
him, has entered other rooms in 
search of valuables and money.’

PLANS have been submitted to 
build an extension to a house in 
Lochearnhead.

The plans for the alterations to 
Cul Beag, Stroneslaney Road, 
will be considered by Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs 
National Park Authority in due 
course.

CHILDREN from Duror 
Primary School got out of the 
classroom for the day to visit 
Scotland’s capital city.

Pupils from P4 to P7 recently 
visited Edinburgh Castle, the 
Scottish Parliament and the 
statue of Greyfriars Bobby 
during the day trip as part of 
their class project on Scotland.

The Kinlochleven Commu-
nity minibus took the kids plus 
teacher Mrs McLeod, classroom 
assistant Liz MacLauchan 
and parent Ailsa Shepton to 

visited the castle where they saw 
the Honours of Scotland, Mons 
Meg, St Margaret’s Chapel and 
St David’s Tower. They then 
travelled down the Royal Mile 
to the Holyrood parliament 
building, where they were met 
by Lochaber MSP Fergus Ewing. 
After a talk with Mr Ewing, the 
children were given a tour of the 
building, including a trip to the 
debating chamber.

To complete their day in 
Edinburgh, the children were 
then taken to Greyfriars to see 
the graves of little Bobby and his 
master, John Gray. The children 
had recently been writing stories 
of Bobby as part of their project.

Enchanted by the grave and 
having stood at the statue 
commemorating the dog’s life, 
the children ended their trip with 
a meal before the return journey 
to Duror.

The following day the children 
gave presentations to the infant 
class who responded with 
questions and much laughter at 
their wide ranging photographs. 
Their afternoon was spent 
putting together a display of 
their trip, which they intend to 
share with their parents and local 
community.

Duror primary pupils at the Scottish Parliament with MSP Fergus 
Ewing.

KILLIN

STIRLING Council’s chief 
executive, Bob Jack, will visit 
Killin Community Council this 
month to discuss plans to 
devolve local services to rural 
communities.

The meeting will take place on 
Monday, March 21.

CRIANLARICH

CUSTOMERS of the Crianlarich 
Hotel helped raised £320 for 
the village church funds at their 
recent bingo night.

GLENORCHY

PAM GIBSON gave Glenorchy 
SWRI a talk about her travels. 

This was an open night on 
February 23 with a sales table 
in aid of funds and was well 
attended.

Pam explained how she and 
her family came to Argyll for 
holidays and fell in love with the 
beautiful scenery, and decided to 
move to this area.

Eventually, the dream was 
realised and her family bought a 
little house in Inveraray, which 
has been her home for the past 
25 years.

Both she and her husband 
joined a photographic club and, 
thanks to this, the members were 
treated to some beautiful slides 
of Glenorchy and Argyll.
Competition results: 
Limerick – 1 Pat Villani, 2 
Sandra Boardman, 3 Kathleen 
McLennan and Betty Spalding.
Article with 50 grams of knitting 
wool – 1 Sandra Boardman, 2 
Helen Gibson and June Taylor, 
3 Kathleen McLennan and Pat 
Villani.

TAYNUILT
TAYNUILT SWRI president 
Jessie Servant welcomed 16 

meeting held in the village hall 
on February 9.

Speakers for the evening were 
two of the institute’s members, 
Alice Campbell and Jean Gillies. 
Jean told how useful a slow 
cooker was for a working mother 
and gave many tips on its uses. 
Alice demonstrated microwave 
cooking, making mushrooms in 
a sauce, salmon in a curry and 
steam pudding and custard.

Members enjoyed a taste 
of the dishes and a lovely tea 
was provided by hostess Jessie 
Servant. 

Mary Livingstone gave the 
vote of thanks.

Competition winners: Pair 
of knitted mittens – 1 Doreen 
Penswick, 2 Alice Campbell.

Pair of beaded earrings – 1 
Doreen Penswick.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Nach tig sibh còmhla rinn airson seachdain 
eireachdail a chur seachad san Eilean 
Sgitheanach ag ionnsachadh mu cheòl, 
mu chultar agus mu chànan na h-Alba. Le 
cùrsaichean fad còig latha a’ ruith aig
a’ Chàisg agus as t-samhradh tha sinn an 
dòchas gum faic sinn ann sibh. 

Your opportunity to discover Scottish 
Gaelic

Spend a week on Sky re
about the Gaelic language, culture, music, 
song and dance of Scotland. We offer a 
var ve day courses at Easter and 
throughout the summer months and 
welcome adult learners from all over the
world year after year.

01471 888246
goirid@smo.uhi.ac.uk

CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID

GAELIC matters

Lorn Gaelic 
Partnership

For more information email 
lorngaelic@gmail.com

To register phone Argyll College 
on 01631 559000

• Level 1 for beginners

• Level 2 from Unit 21

Argyll College Learning 
Centre, Oban

Twice weekly

standing with other languages in 
relation to university and college 
access.  
Community Services: Education, 
through Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Gaelic Language Plan, is committed 
to developing, improving and 
promoting Gaelic Education at all 
levels.  
For further information contact:
Donald MacLeod
Education Officer - Gaelic
donald.macleod@argyll-bute.gov.uk
01631 564908

Lorn Gaelic 
Partnership

Lorn Gaelic Partnership is a commu-
nity based organisation and is open 
to anyone with an interest in the 
development of the Gaelic Language 
and Culture.  Its primary aim is the 
continued revitalisation of Gaelic in 
the Lorn area. New membership 
is always welcomed and anyone 
interested in joining or anyone who 
would like to find out more should 
contact lorngaelic@gmail.com or 
Donald MacLeod on 01631 564908.  
The Partnership has now forged 
links with Argyll College and this will 
allow for the delivery of the very 
successful Ulpan method of learning 
Gaelic through their Learning Centre 
in Oban.  Ulpan Level 1 and Level 2 
are being offered and will begin in 
the next month.  The Lorn Gaelic 
Partnership also operates a very 
successful Saturday morning Ulpan 
course with students making good 
progress having completed Level 1.  
Contact Lorn Gaelic partnership at 
- lorngaelic@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook – Co-roinn 
Ghàidhlig Latharna 

Thigibh 
còmhla rinn!

Situated in an area of outstanding 
natural beauty on the southern 
peninsula of Sleat on the Isle of 
Skye, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has been 
running short courses in the Gaelic 
language and traditional music for 
over 35 years.  The College has an 
international reputation and attracts 
students from across Scotland and 
the world over who come year after 
year to enjoy a week of culture, 
tuition and a good old cèilidh. 
Courses include Gaelic for complete 
beginners, a Gaelic family learning 
week, Gaelic song, accordion, 

drumming, digital photography and 
painting.
Five day courses run at Easter and 
throughout the summer months, 

with the option of staying on campus 
with views across the Sound of 
Sleat.  The College also has a Gaelic-
medium childcare facility for parents 
wishing to attend courses. 
If you would like further information 
on the range of courses available at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig telephone 01471 
888246 or visit the College website 
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk

Gaelic Education 
– Gaelic Medium 
and Gaelic Learners

Gaelic Medium Education (GME) 
has been offered to families in Argyll 
for over 20 years and has expanded 
successfully within this time.  Recent 
research has highlighted the cogni-
tive benefits of GME and bilingual-
ism.  Whether it be that you wish 
to choose GME for your children 
because of these benefits or because 
of heritage and culture, or because 
of family links to the language, or 
because you feel strongly about 
the revival of the language there 
is always a good reason to opt for 
GME and bilingualism.   Schools that 
offer GME in Argyll and Bute benefit 
from access to Gaelic provision 
for pre-school and continuity into 
associated secondary schools.  At 
present there are opportunities to 
further develop Gaelic language skills 
to Advanced Higher level in school 
and to progress further into colleges 
and universities across Scotland.
Gaelic Learners’ Education (GLE) 
has a long and successful history 
in Argyll with many young people 
experiencing language learning and 
Gaelic heritage and culture in Argyll 
Schools.  Over the last 10 years 
primary teachers in Argyll and Bute 
have participated in the nation-
ally recognised Gaelic Learners in 
Primary Schools (GLPS) initiative.  
Pupils in over 45 schools now access 
GLPS provision. GLE is currently 
offered in 5 of Argyll and Bute’s 
secondary schools, Dunoon, Islay, 
Oban, Tobermory and Tiree.  Pupils 
can access qualifications throughout 
the framework to Advanced Higher 
and Gaelic (Learners) holds equal 

For further information please contact
Donald Macleod 

donald.macleod@argyll-bute.gov.uk
01631 564908

• Mull
• Tiree

• Oban

• Appin

• Dunoon

• Islay

Gaelic Medium Education

available across 
Argyll and Bute 
for 3-18 year olds 
Tiree, Mull, Appin, 
Oban, Dunoon, Islay
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10 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, March 15, 2001

Prestigious Seaside Award   
for Ganavan Sands

-

No room at Mòd for choirs

-

Bonawe Quarry liaison group 
to expand membership

-

OT

Corran Halls
Upcoming events

Corran Halls, Oban

NLP Theatre Company Presents “Singin’ I’m  No A Billy, He’s A Tim” Saturday 26th March

Gagarin Way Monday 28th March 

Oscar & The Highland Castle Saturday 2nd April 

La Boheme Wednesday 6th April 

The Snow Queen Friday 15th April 

Scottish Comedy Agency Presents Sean Hughes Monday 18th  April

The Singing Kettle Presents Funny Farm Saturday 21st May

Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
Across
1
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9
10
11
13
15
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20
21
22
23

Down
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20

T H E R E A L T
21

H E M

O V P O O P

L
22

U C E N T A
23

T O N A L

T L H D K N

The Oban Times

The Oban Times

EXCLUSIVE

Parts delay 
stalls Fort 
bus scheme 

Hitting the high notes: Francesca Rose and Erin Nicolson won their classes at Lochaber Music Festival on Tuesday. 10_f11music01

Long-awaited real-time information system 
won’t be finished until middle of May

Widespread delight as music centre is saved

Provost backs 
Mallaig ferry link

Operating theatre closes for renovation

The Oban 
Times

The Oban Times

Rural education trust 
appeals for volunteers

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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A GROUP of Kinlochleven High School fourth year 
English students travelled to the bright lights of the 
capital yesterday to see the smash hit Willy Russell 
musical Blood Brothers.

The party, accompanied by English teacher Lynn 
Cairns, took their seats in a packed Edinburgh Playouse 
for the afternoon matinee. The youngsters, who had 

read up on Blood Brothers beforehand as part of their 
English studies, left Lochaber at 9am and arrived home 
at 8pm last night. Head teacher John McGilp told The 
Oban Times: ‘The play is part of their Standard Grade 
English. The trip was nicely timed for their exams 
in six weeks time and the musical gave them a good 
visualisation of what they have already studied.’

THE GAELIC Society of Inverness will host its Annual 
Gaelic Showcase at the Eden Court Theatre in Inverness 
tomorrow evening.

The concert, entitled Guth na h-Òige (Voice of Youth), 

community has in the future of its language.
The 2011 programme will include singers Jenna Cumming, 

Kirsteen MacDonald, Darren MacLean and Steven MacIver 
(all four of them are Mòd Gold Medallists); Canntaireachd 
(youth singing group led by Eilidh Mackenzie); the Monach 
Isle Cèilidh Band, and young prize-winning piper Brìghde 
Chaimbeul. 

of Canntaireachd and the society’s chairperson, Allan 
Campbell. 

The concert will be presented, as usual, in Gaelic. There 
will be a simultaneous translation to English by powerpoint 
presentation, illustrated with photography by Cailean 
MacLean. 

FORESTRY Commission Scot-
land’s (FCS) Gaelic Language 
Plan has been approved by Bord 
na Gaidhlig. 

2015 sets out how the Commis-
sion will promote and use Gaelic 
in communicating with the public 
and key partners.

FCS director Bob McIntosh said 
the plan looks at a wide range of 
ways in which Gaelic language 
would be used, including cor-
porate identity, on-site signage, 

Commission’s website. 

Highlands part of 
national crackdown 
on irresponsible 
dog owners
HIGHLAND councillors will 
today be asked to appoint 

under a national crackdown on 
irresponsible dog owners.

In a report to the transport, 
environmental and community 
services committee, the roads 
and community works manager 
will state the posts required 
under new duties placed on the 
council by the Control of Dogs 
(Scotland) Act 2010.

The act, introduced to address 
the problems of irresponsible dog 
ownership and reduce attacks 
by dogs of all breeds, gives 
local authorities extra powers to 
punish owners of out of control 
dogs.

power to serve a written Dog 
Control Notice (DCN) on owners 
failing to keep their dogs under 
proper control or if the dog’s 
behaviour alarms and threatens 
the safety of other animals and 
people. 

Any breach of a DCN could 
land the irresponsible dog owner 

appointed from within existing 
staff resources.

Record turnout 
at Fusion Youth 
Lazertag night
THE LATEST activity night 
for Fort William youngsters 
attracted a record turnout of 
young people on Friday.

A free ‘Lazertag’ night 
was held in the Fusion Youth 
Space in the Nevis Centre with 
145 taking part. Lazertag, a 
game like paintball without 
the bruises, was provided by 
Inverness-based Tazball. The 
youngsters also had the chance 
to use a mobile skate park 
outside the centre.

The ‘Fusion Nights’ series 
of events culminates with the 
Fusion Under 18s Youth Festival 
at the Nevis Centre on April 22.

Glenfinnan Gun 
Club shoot
VERY cold weather and heavy 
sleet and snow showers greeted 
a good turn out of 21 guns for 

Saturday.
Winners were: Sweep - Gordon 

Mathewson, Kilmalcolm; 
First competition - Gordon 
Shankland; Tennant Shield 
- Graham Nairn, Fersit; Local 
Trophy and Donnie Strang 
Memorial Quaich - Michael 
Rhoden, Fassfern; High Gun for 

- Graham Nairn, Fersit; Double 
rise and Dewar Cup - George 
Nairn, Fersit; Local Double rise 
and D Stoddart Cup - Michael 
Rhoden, Fassfern; Under 18 

- Aaron McGhee, Fort William.

FORTY representatives of the Fèis movement throughout Scotland 
gathered in Fort William last weekend for two days of training in 
Gaelic and music.

Workshops dealing with child safety, the law, and a running a 
fèis also featured in the Saturday and Sunday event, held at the 
Alexandra Hotel.

Delegates enjoyed a cèilidh with Achnaba on Saturday evening.

Road to the         
Isles reduced to 
single lane
THE A830 Road to the Isles 
will be reduced to a single 
lane for the foreseeable future 
after inspections of the railway 

severe deterioration of concrete 
underneath the arch.

A Scotland Transerv 
spokesperson told The Oban 
Times severe weather over the 
past two winters has exacerbated 
the problem and stabilisation 
works were carried out on 
Sunday. Work will carry on for 
at least two months to assess the 
damage and effect repairs, he 
said. 

a temporary barrier have been 

the eastbound lane. Scotland 
TranServ is working with 
specialist subcontractors and will 

once works are complete.   
Motorists should allow extra 

time for their journeys and 
pay attention to advisory signs 
throughout the works.

Underdogs, winners of the ten pin bowling league at The Nevis Centre, celebrate with 
their trophies last Monday night. They were named champions after winning both the 

scratch and handicap leagues. See sports pages for full report.

HIGHLAND Council is to hand 
over its community learning 
and leisure services to a new 
charitable company on October 1 
to save cash.

Education, culture and sport 
(ECS) committee councillors 
backed the transfer after hearing 
the move would save the authority 

The decision affects more than 
1,000 Highland Council staff, 
about 124 properties and an 

million.
Workers moving to the 

organisation will have existing 
wage levels and pension 
entitlements guaranteed.

The new organisation will 

be run by a board of directors 
with business and community 
expertise.

ECS chairman Bill Fernie said: 
‘By creating an arms length 
organisation Highland Council 

savings without further reduction 
in community learning and 
leisure service delivery or closure 
of facilities.’

The new organisation could 
pursue alternative sources of 
funding and increase income 
by expanding catering and 
merchandising, Mr Fernie said.

Highland Council will decide 
the name of the company, which 
will be limited by guarantee with 
charitable status, on May 12.

ISLE OF Skye Gaelic college 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig (SMO) is to 
host a ‘centenary celebration’ of 
the life and works of renowned 
Gaelic poet Sorley MacLean this 
summer.

Islanders, poets and musicians, 
Gaelic-speakers, scholars and 

promoting Scottish literature and 
identity will travel to the college 
for the June 15-18 gathering.  

The Scottish Centre for Island 
Studies at the University of the 
West of Scotland is co-hosting 
the event, named Ainmeil Thar 
Cheudan (Renowned over 
Hundreds).

SMO principal Professor Boyd 
Robertson said: ‘This will be 
more than just an assembly 
of scholars, important though 
that is.  It will be a celebratory 
gathering of poets, musicians and 
artists who have been inspired by 
Sorley MacLean’s internationally 
acclaimed poetry.  

‘It will also be an opportunity 
for the community to come 
together to share memories, 
reminiscences and perceptions 
of a fellow islander and multi-
faceted Gael. Sorley is fondly 
remembered as a man who both 
as a person and a poet was deeply 
embedded in his native island 
community and culture.’

Scots Makar Liz Lochhead, 
Scotland’s recently appointed 
new national poet, will lead the 
distinguished array of local, 
national and international 
contributors.

MacLean’s poetry and 
translations, she said, ‘we 

Heading for Edinburgh: Kinlochleven High School S4 pupils read up on ‘Blood Brothers’ before they left 
yesterday morning for the Edinburgh Playhouse. 10_f11blood01

Tuning up for the future: music students, left to right, Catriona Bullivant, Ruth Green, Conal McDonagh, Nikki Goldmann and Lee MacKintosh welcome Tuesday’s 
announcement with music school director Dougie Pincock and Plockton High School rector Duncan Ferguson. Photograph courtesy of Niall MacLeod, head boy, Plockton High School.

Scotland’s Makar Liz Lochhead: 
headlining the Sorley Maclean 

celebration at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig in June.

Trip brings Blood Brothers studies to life

ourselves have come to love very 
much’. 

Skye Gaelic poet Aonghas
MacNeacail, who will also 
attend, said: ‘By standing against 
extinction of the language, and 
placing its creativity on the 
same plane as the international 
literature of his time, Sorley 
MacLean achieved renewal of the 
Gaelic language while raising our 

Keynote speakers will include 
Professor Douglas Gifford, 
Timothy Neat, Professor Maire 
Ni Annrachain and Christopher 
Whyte.

Anyone wishing to attend 
can visit www.smo.uhi.ac.uk or 
contact Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on 
01471 888000.

Students tune in as top 
music school is saved

He said: ‘Gaelic is an integral 
part of Scotland’s heritage, 
national identity and cultural life 
– and even our geography. 

‘It draws many of its letter 
names from the names of some 
of our native trees and it also 
describes many of the features of 
our landscape.

‘We are pleased that we can 
now get on and step-up our 
contribution to the country-wide 
effort to revitalise the language, 
enhance its status and encourage 
more people to learn and more 
people to use Gaelic.’

Fort hosts fèis training and workshops

Councillors back 
switch to new 
charitable company 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Gaelic society gears
up for annual concert

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig             
to host Sorley              
MacLean celebration

Underdogs do the double at Nevis Centre

Forestry Commission 
Scotland’s language 
plan wins approval

STUDENTS could be studying 

traditional music at Plockton 
music school as early as August, 
following education secretary 
Mike Russell’s announcement 
this week that its future was 
secure.  

Mr Russell visited the National 
Centre of Excellence in Traditional 
Music (NCETM) on Tuesday to 

year government funding until 
2015 in a partnership deal with 
West Highland College (WHC) 
UHI and Highland Council.

The move effectively lifts 
the closure threat to the world-
renowned school. 

If the college and the council 
agree their part of the bargain, 
the centre will open its doors to 
WHC students and broaden its 
activities.

Mr Russell said the partnership 
would allow older music students 
‘to take advantage of the quality 
teaching and outstanding legacy’ 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Plockton has provided.
He said: ‘Investment from the 

Scottish Government will make 
this partnership a reality and 
assist the bodies concerned in 
funding the school in these times 

coming years.’
Council leader Michael Foxley 

told The Oban Times ‘a positive 
and constructive’ package had 
been put together. 

He said Highland Council 

and the Scottish Government 

thereafter would be made.
Accommodation and fees 

generated by more students 
using the centre would bring 

year, boosted by sponsorship, 

scholarships and bursaries 
through the tie-up with West 
Highland College.

will allow an expansion of training 
at Plockton involving both the 
music school and the high school, 
while West Highland College will 
be responsible for a new national 

be delivered at Plockton.
‘We are hoping that if we can 

get all funding made available in 
time, we may see a few students 

August this year, with perhaps 10 
or 12 joining the course in August 
2012 – and yes, the number of 
students would increase.’

He added: ‘All this is, of course, 
subject to approval by the West 
Highland College board later this 
month and by Highland Council 
at its budget meeting in May. 
There needs to be a lot more 
detailed work done on the budget 
over the next few weeks.’

Plockton High School rector 

Duncan Ferguson said: ‘This is an 
encouraging statement from the 
Cabinet Secretary whom we were 
pleased to welcome to Plockton 

with Highland Council and West 
Highland College, our very 
successful National Centre of 
Excellence in Traditional Music 

Scottish creative arts education 
and our national culture. 

‘This has been a very successful 
national initiative in which our 
school has been pleased top play 

a key partnership role. This is 
very good news for Sgoil-Chiuil 
na Gaidhealtachd, Plockton High, 
our residence and our wider 
community’. 

NCETM director Dougie 
Pincock described the 
announcement as ‘great news’.

He said: ‘We are delighted 
the Scottish Gevernment have 
responded the way they have. We 
are equally happy at the message 
coming out from the council 
that they want to stay part of the 
thing. 

‘All our successes have been 
built on our partnership with the 
council – we are, after all, part of 
Plockton High School.’

He added: ‘There’s a lot to be 
done to make it all work, but we 
have the time and we have the 
money. 

‘I would just like to say 
thankyou to everybody who 
demonstrated their support for 
the place. Without question, the 
campaign was effective.’

We are delighted 
the Scottish 
government have 
responded the 
way they have.
Dougie Pincock.

Cakebreads Home 
& Garden Centre 
Tel: 01631 358193
Old Tweedmill, Soroba Road

Home & Garden

PAY A VISIT TO 
CAKEBREADS HOME 
AND GARDEN CENTRE 
IN SOROBA ROAD, 
OBAN AND SEE 
OUR FULL RANGE 
OF MELMAR STONE 
PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Great
Gift ideas

Gift vouchers 
available

FINE QUALITY UK MANUFACTURED
CAST STONEWARE

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 40,212* readers 
could be reading your advert. 
Audit period Jan 2009 - Dec 2009
*JICREG data as at 01/01/2011
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Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 17th March
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Every Thursday > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm-11pm

Every Thursday > Club Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am

Every Thursday > Club Night with DJs
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm-2am

Thursday 17 March >  St Patrick Day Party
Markie Dans With Live Music From Finn @ 9.30pm

Friday 18 March > Live Music
Markie Dans With Jon Mackenzie @ 9.30pm

Friday 19 March > Live Music
Markie Dans With Tnt @ 9.30pm

Oban Art Society
Demonstration

by Ian Gowdie
Painting with mixed Media 

within a Pleasing Composition
Friday 18th March 2011 in
The Lorn Resource Centre

Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Visitors welcome

An Comunn Gaidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN 
(Cruachan Branch)

Last CEILIDH of the winter season
Saturday, 19 March in Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.45pm

Oban High School Pipe Band • Gold Medalists Iain MacLean, 
Kirsteen Grant and Joy Dunlop • The Harpies – Ladies’ Clarsach 
Group • Fuaim Ghlaschu Folk Group • Eilidh MacInnes Dancers

Fear an Taighe:  John MacFarlane
At the Ceilidh the RNLI Royal Wedding Scroll will be available 

to sign and your donation to the RNLI gratefully accepted.
Admission £3.00 £2 for Members & Children 5-16yrs including Tea

A Warm Welcome Extended to All
(Funds collected promote The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

North Argyll House

Daffodil Tea
Glencruitten

Church Centre
Thursday 24th March

2pm till 4pm
Admission by Donation

Baking Stall

Netherlorn Piping Society
Presents

The Outstanding
FRED MORRISON

Wednesday 23rd March 2011
Argyllshire Gathering Halls

At 7.30pm
Entry: Adults £3, Children Free

A Fundraising
SOUP LUNCH

In aid of
OBAN PIPE BAND

Oban Pipe Band Hall
Shore Street

Saturday 19th March
From 12 noon – 2pm

Admission £3
ALL WELCOME

Meur Lochabair
SKYE CEILIDH DANCE

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, March 26 @ 7.30pm

Singers: Calum Ross, 
Catriona Fair, Donald Murray, 

Rebecca MacDonald
Piper: Calum MacColl.

Faire an Tigh: Alan Campbell
Guest: John Farquhar Munro MSP
Music: Robert Nairn Ceilidh Band

Admission £8

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
To a 

Happier Land?:
James Hunter

Saturday 19 March
Port Appin Hall 2.30pm 

All welcome!
www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Scottish Charity No. SCO29411

DAFFODIL TEA
Saturday 26 March

10am – 12 noon
Entry Adults £2

Children £1
Teas, Coffee, Homebaking, 

stalls, face painting, 
competitions

Everyone welcome

Comunn Gãidhealach an Òbain
Local Interest Evening 

(in English)
 Evening with 

Duncan Bãn MacIntyre
The Argyll Bard

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Roddy MacLeod
Singer: Calum Ross
Free Church Hall

Friday 18th March, 2011 
at 7.30pm

Most women and some men 
-

wanted hair growth on their 
faces and bodies.  Areas that 
can be considered particular 
troublesome are chin, upper 
lip, breast, abdomen, lower 
back and thighs. 

Excess hair is far more 
common than you might 
think, since there is such 
a social stigma attached, 
we can go to great pains to 
cover or remove it.  This is 
the reason that many women 
think they are the only ones 
with the problem, believing 
they are one of few instead of 
one of many.

So what can be done?   
First choice should be 
electrolysis, since tweezing 
and waxing can make the 
hair stronger, and ipl/laser 
has very unreliable results 
usually only making the hair 
softer.  Electrolysis has been 
around for over 100 years, 
it is the only medically and 

to remove hair permanently.    
The most advanced system 
on the market today is a new 

generation epilator- Apilus 
Platinum Pure which uses an 
ultrarapid 27 MHz frequency 
twice as fast as any other unit, 
making hair removal faster 
and much more comfortable, 
indeed Apilus is referred to 
as gentle electrolysis.

Electrologist, Mairi Hawkes 

a member of the British 
Institute and Association of 

grew up in the Oban area, 
though has been away for 20 
years with the last 12 being 

located in Sydney, where she 
opened Nicolsons Electrolysis 
Centre.  ‘I grew up in the Oban 
area, and probably like a lot of 
younger folk I looked forward 
to getting away and travelling.   
However now being a few 
years older!! I can appreciate 
this stunning location, and 
way of life.  It is lovely to be 
nearer to my family’.

Mairi has now opened Argyll 
Electrolysis Centre in Connel 
Surgery.    Consultations are 

so whether it’s just a few hairs 
on your chin or full legs Apilus 
electrolysis will help remove it 
gently and effectively.  Facial 
capillaries, skin tags and 
milia(whiteheads) can also be 
successfully treated.

Beauty, Health 
and Well-being

Tired of waxing? 
Fed up with tweezing?
Say goodbye to the razor.

Call Argyll Electrolysis Clinic: 07979 042 451
50% OFF 1st Treatment*

Located in the Connel Surgery and Atlantis Leisure
www.aeclinic.co.uk  •  info@aeclinic.co.uk

Experience the new generation Apilus®Platinum 
Pure for gentle effective permanent hair removal.
• Consultations are confidential and free of charge.
• Areas that can be treated-face, eyebrows, bikini, underarms, arms, legs,
 breast, abdomen, back, shoulders, fingers and toes.
• Practitioner has 17 years plus experience.
• Member of the British Institute and Association of Electrolysis.
*treatment of facial capillaries, skin tags and milia not included in special offer

THE
STUDIO
HAIR & BEAUTY
Want to look your best ever!!
Advanced Skincare Range
MD Formulations
designed by doctors of Harley Street
10% off any MD Formulations 
relaxing facial treatment booked 
with Fiona until 31st March.
Please quote OBAN TIMES 
when booking
Botox now available
£99 1 Area £149 2 Areas £199 3 Areas
Free Consultation Available

Tel: 01631 563630

Party time at 
Atlantis Leisure
GET READY to party at Oban’s 
Atlantis Leisure!

The complex is to host a Super 
Jam tea party between 2pm and 
5pm on Friday, March 25.

The tea parties are run by the 
charitable arm of Super Jam, 
the Edinburgh company started 
by 14-year-old Fraser Doherty 
selling his gran’s jam, and which 
now supplies supermarkets 
nationwide.

Fraser visited Oban recently 
to tell his story to local business 
people and Oban High School 
pupils and the idea of a tea 
party was drawn up by Atlantis 
board members. The plan for 
Oban is that high school pupils 
and young volunteers will chat 
and play music for the tea party 
guests and ensure they have an 
entertaining afternoon. Older 
folk from local nursing homes, 
sheltered housing and the 
community in general are invited 
to come along for tea, scones 
and, of course, Super Jam. For 
further details, contact Atlantis 
Leisure.

FORT William-based metal/punk 
combo The Paradox will launch their 
new mini-album ‘F*** Your Comfort 
Zone’ in the BA Club on Saturday 
night.

Local bands Russian Ninjas and We 
are Soul also feature on the bill as 
special guests.

BBC Radio 1 has already featured 

three songs from the new EP and given 
the band a slot on air in a ‘lethal’ live 
session. The Fort boys have played 
King Tuts Wah Wah Hut in Glasgow 
three times and have been chosen for 
BBC Radio 1’s free download feature 
twice. Rock Radio has also given the 
band airtime – alongside Metallica, 
ACDC and Iron Maiden.

A BUMPER crowd of dancers 
headed into Oban last weekend 
for a very special occasion.

50th weekend school organised 
by the Lorn branch of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society.

Staged at the Corran Halls, 
dances were held on Friday and 
Saturday nights while classes 
were organised on Saturday 
morning.

Sue Porter, Lorn branch 
secretary, said numbers were 
up a good 60 on last year, and 
with about 150 people staying in 
local hotels and B&Bs, the event 
had given a boost to the visitor 
sector.

‘For a number of those coming 

visiting Oban,’ she said.
‘I think part of its popularity 

is that people tend to look for 
different things to go to and there 
was also the combination of two 
of the top bands which played 
at the dances and one of the top 
teachers and pianists.

Skye Accordion and 
Fiddle Club
THE MARCH meeting of Skye 
Accordion and Fiddle Club, held 
in the Royal Hotel, Portree, got 

Shetland reels and hornpipes 
-

bell, of Portree, accompanied on 
keyboards by Claire Jordan, of 
Oban.  

Claire stayed on stage to ac-
company local accordionists 
John Cameron, John MacGilvary 
and drummer Donald John 
Campbell who served up marches 
and Gaelic waltzes. Again Claire 
stayed on keyboards while Caire-
na Campbell returned to join one 
of her young pupils, ten-year-old 
Ellie MacPherson, of Achachork, 

delighted the audience. The club 
welcomes and encourages young 
players to attend.  

Ronnie MacRae put his vocal 
chords to good use with a couple 
of well-chosen songs followed by 

Rebecca MacDonald of Portree.  

entertain was Wendy Riva of Kil-
muir with her usual well-prepared 

evening up to guest artist time.  
The Craig Paton Scottish Dance 

Band was to entertain the audi-
ence for the rest of the evening, 
and this they did in sizzling style.  
The band comprised Craig Paton 
of Milnathort, currently Senior 
Scottish Traditional Accordion 
champion, leading on piano ac-
cordion, Maggie Adamson of 

Gibb of Biggar on drums.  
This trio of exceptional talent 

blended so well together and 
captivated the appreciative audi-
ence with a varied programme. 
Special mention must be given to 
fantastic solos from all three band 
members, including Andrew 
Gibb who swapped drums for 
accordion. John Grundy.

PACKED audiences at the Corran Halls were 

Spotlight Musical Theatre Group’s latest all-
singing, all-dancing spectacular production 
of the musical ‘Guys and Dolls’. 

The show, inhabited by a cast of gangsters, 
dancing girls and Salvation Army-like 
missionaries, is chock full of memorable 
songs and side-splitting comic set pieces and 
Spotlight rose to the occasion to deliver an 
evening of great entertainment.

Oban librarian Kevin Baker was fabulous 
as Nathan Detroit whose exploits, in trying to 
organise an illicit dice game without his long 

the core of the story. 
Miss Adelaide was delightfully and 

hilariously captured by Morven Wright in 
a part that she took on halfway through 
rehearsals when the original actress had to 
pull out. To raise some vital funds Nathan 
bets fellow gangster Sky Masterton that he 
can’t get the leader of the missionaries, the 
buttoned up Sarah Brown, to accompany him 
to Havana. 

Sky, winningly played by Ian Henry, 
manages to charm Sarah, the superb Kate 
McGregor, into the trip and, after a few 
cocktails, her inhibitions begin to break 
down, the couple fall in love and the evening 
moves towards a suitably happy ending.

There were excellent comedy moments 
throughout especially from the hapless 
gangster trio of Nicely Nicely, Benny and 
Rusty Charlie (fantastic performances from 

John Robinson, Michael Wall and Calum 
Thomson) and Big Jule commandingly and 
comically played by Roddie MacEachen. 

There were many strong supporting 
roles including Fiona Brydon as General 
Cartwright, Lesley Duncan as Agatha and 
Bill Matthews as Harry the Horse. Special 
mention too for Mike Rowell who played 
several parts in the show including scene 
stealing turns as an effervescent night club 
announcer and a rumba dancing cocktail 
waiter. 

As usual the singing in a Spotlight show, 
under the musical direction of Kevin Baker, 
was of the highest standard with excellent 
part singing during the big chorus numbers 
(including a show-stopping , roof-raising ‘Sit 
Down you’re Rockin’ the Boat’ powerfully 
led by John Robinson’s Nicely)  and strong 
solos (particularly from Stuart Smith as 
Arvide Abernathy). 

Choreographer Louisa Hyde can also be 
proud of the spectacular dance numbers 
including a stunning ‘Luck Be a Lady 
Tonight’ from the (mostly) male cast and 
numerous dazzling turns from the marvellous 
‘Hotbox Dancing Girls’. 

Costumes and sets looked great and Director 
Stephen Day had the nearly 40 strong cast 
members moving the whole show along at a 
cracking pace. 

Congratulations to him and the whole of 
Spotlight for another wonderful night at the 
theatre.

As reviewed by  ‘Toastie’.

A LOST photo album thought to be from Glencoe is 
stirring up quite a buzz in Canada.

Containing photographs of weddings, holidays, men in 
uniforms and even a pet cat called Blinkie, the album left 
in the Inn at Laurel Point, British Columbia, sometime 

The clues to its ownership lie in the photographs 
themselves - with many taken in and around Glencoe - 
and the name David Stark, which is emblazoned across 
the front of the leather and string-bound album.

Staff have tried, but failed, to trace the owners since, 
but there is renewed hope that they can be found thanks 
to the internet and photo sharing website, Flickr.

attention in the country, with daily newspaper, the 
Times Colonist, leading the search for the owner. 

However, so far unsuccessful, the paper turned to The 
Oban Times in a bid to highlight the album directly to 
locals of Glencoe.

The manager of the hotel, Scott Hoadley, is hoping 
that this approach will prove successful.

He said: ‘We believe we found it about 30 years ago 
and it has been passed from hotel employee to hotel 
employee.  

‘The trail is stone cold, so we thought we would try to 
experiment with social media.’

There are numerous clues hidden in the pictures.  

prominently, as is a Mrs Turner, also referred to as Aunt 

Helen, and someone known as J.T.S. There is also a 
photograph of an old yew tree named Adam-and-Eve. 

Tom Andrew. 
Later there’s a photo of Drew Anderson of the Royal 

Canadian Navy. 
The post-war photos also show visits by a family 

Mr Hoadley said: ‘I think this is the beginning of 
the post-war chapter of their lives. It appears some 
Canadian entered their lives and somehow the pictures 
ended up in Victoria.’

So far, a number of clues have been unearthed by the 
Canadian appeal.

One of the most concrete leads came from a woman in 
the British Columbian town of Kelowna, who graduated 

Scottish teacher named David Stark.
There are other possibilities too.  
Some locals have contacted the paper pondering 

Colonist website claiming to have lost the photo album 

hidden compartments.
But there are no solid leads so far.
If you have any information that could lead to the 

owner of the album or are the rightful owner, log on to 
the hotel’s website at www.laurelpoint.com to see some 
photographs of the album and contact staff.

Broadway comes to Oban
The cast of Spotlight Musical Theatre’s ‘Guys and Dolls’.

Best foot forward: teacher Eric Finley leads the class at the 50th 
weekend school organised by the Lorn branch of the Royal Scottish 

Dance Society. 15_t11scotdance01

‘Several people who have been 
here before brought friends along 
with them this time as well.’

At Friday night’s event, Marian 
Anderson’s band provided the 
music and there was also a 
performance by the Oban High 
School Pipe Band before those 
present tucked into a supper 
provided by the members of the 
Lorn branch.

Tutor Eric Finley, from Ayr, 
accompanied by Jennifer Wilson, 
from Elgin, on piano, put the 
dancers through their paces 
on Saturday morning and the 
weekend school concluded on 
Saturday evening with dancing 
to David Cunningham’s band.

been to Oban. We bring in a 
different teach each time to give 
a bit of variety,’ added Sue.

The Lorn branch of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society 
meets on a Monday evening at 
Park Primary School.

Anyone interested in taking 
part can contact Sue on 01631 
563103.

Left: One of the photographs in the 
Album, taken at Argyll House and 

identifying JTS and Jessie, who are 
enjoying their first motorcycle. 

Scottish country 
dancers mark 
50th anniversary 
weekend in Oban

New Canadian 
bid to solve 
Glencoe
photo mystery 

The trail is stone 
cold, so we thought 
we would try to 
experiment with 
social media.
Inn at Laurel Point 
manager Scott Hoadley.

The Paradox launch new 
mini-album at BA Club

Electrologist Mairi Hawkes.

WEST LOCH SHORES
OPEN WEEKEND
on Saturday/Sunday 19/20 March 10am to 5pm.

West Loch Shores, by Tarbert
01880 820873

www.westlochshores.com 

Thorverton Show Lodge!
Fantastic loch views 

 New lodge development! 
Special Open Weekend offers, 

save up to £20,000!!! 
Refreshments available, everyone welcome!!

Lodges
available

for hire

OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY
CONCERT

Thursday 24th March 7.30 p.m. 
St John’s Cathedral

Scottish Reed Trio 
World Premiere of a new work “ Dalriada” 

by Dr Oliver Searle
also works by Mozart, Beethoven, 

Elgar, Ibert and Tomasi
Non members welcome £10 ( £8) under 18 -free

Sponsored by Enterprise Music Scotland

Tel: 01631 565411
Beauty

ADVANCED NUTRITION 
PURE DETOX PACK 

£44.99
Treat yourself to our 

treatment of the month
1 month Detox for the 

Liver, Digestive System 
and Immune System

Free skin analysis 
available using the Visia 
Computerised Machine
Free make up lessons 

using Jane Iredale products



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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Letters to the editor
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AN RUD A CHÌ AN LEANABH ‘S E NÌ AN LEANABH!  
Sin fìrinn bunaiteach gach seòrsa teagaisg ach tha e cuideachd 
fìor nach iad leanabain a- mhàin a tha fo bhuaidh eisimpleir 
fheadhainn eile. Tha sin furasta gu leòr fhaicinn ann an 

a’ dol. Chunnacas leithid sin ann an Lunnainn bho chionn 
dìreach beagan mhìosan nuair a bha na h-oileanaich a’ togail 

rabhadh a thoirt dha daoine eile air mar a dh’fhaodadh e bhith 
air cuideigin a mharbhadh nuair a thilg e inneal-smàlaidh bho 
mhullach togalaich. Cha b’ e droch dhuine a bha seo idir ach 

thimcheall.
Tha an saoghal air a bhith air a bheò-ghlacadh leis na th’ air a 
bhith a’ tachairt as an Ear-mheadhanach is an sluagh ann an 

guidhe soirbheachadh leis na daoine sin agus gum faigh iad 
riaghaltasan deamocratach. Tha e cur uabhas oirnn gum biodh 

ghleidheadh agus tha sinn làn ionracais a thaobh chòirichean 
dhaoine a bhith beò ann an sìth gun gheur-leanmhainn de sheòrsa 
sam bith.
Nach iongantach ma tha gum bheil uimhir de dhaoine “foghla-
maichte” agus “glic” a’ cur às an corp an aghaidh nam feadhainn 

seo ach an teas a thig à spòrs is nach eil cron ann. Chan eil ciall 
aig an argamaid sin nuair a chithear a’  bhuaidh a th’ aig an t-
suidheachadh am measg a’ mhòr-shluaigh agus ma tha ball-coise 
agus na sgiobaidhean mòra sin gu bhith dìleas dhan luchd-taice, 
tha còir aca eisimpleir sheasmhach shoilleir a thoirt an aghaidh 
gràin-cinnidh agus gràin-creideimh. ‘S e nàrachadh a th’ ann 

nàrachadh a th’ ann cuideachd gum bheil pàrantan ag ionnsach-

ball-coise sin ‘s gun fhios aig dàrna leth nan inbheach sin carson 

IT IS HYPOCRITICAL to condemn racial and religious 
discrimination elsewhere while tolerating perpetuation of idiotic 
prejudice and even hatred among Old Firm football fans.  
Thus far neither team has done much to tackle the mindless 

hear otherwise rational people seek to play down disgraceful 
misbehaviour as merely the sort of sparks which sport generates.
Peer example is a basic form of educating young and old, and it is 
critical that sports leaders and practitioners recognise this. 
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

This week’s flashback photograph, submitted by an Oban Times reader, is of Lochaline , Morvern, in days gone by. We invite readers to 
send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.

co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned 
must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Lochaline, Morvern, in days gone by
GG concert
GLASGOW Gaelic Musical 
Association - the GG - took to 
the stage as part of the annual 
concert season of the city’s 
Gaelic choirs.

As in the past few years, it 
continued with the format of 
informality which has served 
it well. There was a large 
attendance in Partick Burgh 
Hall to hear selections from the 
whole choir, the ladies and the 
male voice with the successful 
selections from last year’s 
National Mod again being 
performed. 

Soloists were Donald Iain 
Brown, Eilidh Davies, Fiona 
MacIntosh and Ruaridh 
MacIntyre and accordion 
selections were played by choir 
member Iain MacInnes at the 
start of both halves.  

During the concert, choir 
members sang verses of some 
old favourites to allow audience 
participation during the chorus 
and this was well received. 

With two choir concerts now 
completed, and two successes, 
it is now down to the Govanites 
to complete the hat-trick. 

Local association 
ceilidhs
AS WELL as having to 
cope with a general decline 
in attendances, Clydebank 
Highlanders and Comunn 
Taobh an Iar had additional 
problems for their respective 
March ceilidhs. 

For the ‘Bankies’ there 
was the clash with the above 
mentioned GG concert and for 
those in Milngavie it was the 
severely inclement weather.  

Despite this both managed to 
have enjoyable evenings.  

I had the pleasure of chairing 
the Clydebank concert which 
featured piper Andrew 

MacLean, Isla MacVean, 
Alasdair Whyte and singer/

Alasdair also sang in 
Milngavie where he was 
joined by Iain MacLean, 
Kirsteen MacDonald and Linda 
MacLeod, accordionist Robert 
Nairn and piper Graham 
Richardson in an excellent 
programme. 

Next up for Clydebank is its 

in Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 
which is its charity evening for 
Erskine Hospital.

Piping
competition
AT THE Uist and Barra Piping 
Competition held last weekend 
in the College of Piping, 
principal prizewinners were 
Iain Spiers in the Ceol Mor  
and Niall Stewart in the Ceol 
Beag and Puirt Cruinn.  

Full results next week.

Census 2011
SO THAT a true record of 
Gaelic speakers is recorded, 
special attention should be paid 
to questions 16 and 18 on the 

forthcoming return form as 
this will impact on proposals 
for the development of the 
language.

Gaelic at Stow 
College
THE COLLEGE is currently 
undergoing a review of the 
timetables for its Gaelic 
classes and is asking any 
interested party to complete 
the questionnaire which can be 
found at www.surveymonkey.
com/s/NJ2VPTH.

Govan Choir 
concert
AFTER an absence of a few 
years it is pleasing to see 
that the annual concert of 
Govan Gaelic Choir will take 
place in the Gaelic School 
on wednesday March 23 at 
7.30pm.  

I am sure the choristers and 
their conductor Donald Feist 
will be keen to perform at the 
level which resulted in success 
at last year’s National Mod.  

East Kilbride Mod
THE SYLLABUS is now 
available for the local Mod to 
be held in East Kilbride on 
Friday June 3 and Saturday 
June 4.  

To obtain a copy please 
contact Peggy Darroch, 
telephone 01355 26067.

Diary dates
Thursday March 17: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Anarkali. 
Saturday March 19:  
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 8pm, 
Mhairi Coutts Trio.
Wednesday March 23: Govan 
Choir concert -see above.  
Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama, Traditional 
Students Concert, arranging 
and composing songs, 7.30pm.
Thursday March 24: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Eddie Walker/ 
Fraser Spiers.
Friday March 25: Glasgow 
Skye Association Youth 
Concert, Partick Burgh 
Hall, 7pm. Uist and Barra 
Association Ceildh Dance, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 
Partick, 9pm to 1am.
Saturday March 26: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Assocition 
Ceilidh, Partick Burgh Hall, 
7.45pm. Clann Gaidhlig Gaelic 
Day, Unversity of  West of 
Scotland, 10am. Hallaig, 
Tolbooth, Stirling, 1.30pm.

Pub scene
NORRIE MacIver will be 
playing in the Islay Inn on 
Friday with Crooked Reel on 
Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Gunna Sound 
on Saturday and Sunday with 
Willie Cameron on Friday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

What is a     
veteran?
Sir
During preparations for 
Lochgilphead Armed Forces 
Day, June 18 2011, it has become 
apparent that many ex-service 
personnel do not think of 
themselves as ‘veterans’.

A veteran is anyone who has 
served their country and has 
a service number. The length 
of service and age of person is 
immaterial. 

If any veteran does not have a 
veteran’s badge please contact me 
and I can arrange for a form to be 
forwarded to you.
Betty Rhodick, ‘Cruachan’, 
2 Bank Park, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8NX.

Spotlight spot       
on with first
class show
Sir,
As a member of the audience 
at Spotlight Musical Theatre 
Group’s show ‘Guys and 
Dolls’ I would like to offer my 
congratulations to everyone 

class performance.
So much talent and enthusiasm 

was in evidence that nothing but 
success could be the outcome.
Romance, comedy and good 
music all served to provide superb 
entertainment with excellent
contributions by the four leads, 
namely Sky Masterson, played 
by Ian Henry, Sarah Brown, 
played by Kate MacGregor, Miss 
Adelaide, played by Morvern 
Wright and Nathan Detroit, 
played by Kevin Baker, in both 
very good singing and dialogue.

Much hard work, time and 
enthusiasm has obviously gone 
into this fairly long show, which 
called for each of the four 
principals to show their mettle.

Well done to them and the 
whole cast.
Elizabeth Mitchell, Fife.

How council 
funding is 
allocated
Sir
In his letter last week, Councillor 
Freeman showed that he does 
not understand how funding is 
allocated to councils. 

COSLA advises the Scottish 
Government, but it’s the Scottish 
Government which takes the 
actual decision. 

The SNP Government did not 
need to take COSLA’s advice. 

The decision to cut Argyll and 
Bute’s grant by more than any 
other council in Scotland was 
taken by the SNP Government, 
not their advisers in COSLA.
Alan Reid MP, 95 Alexandra 
Parade, Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 
8AL.

Constant correction 
required
Sir,
It was encouraging seeing the 
letter from Councillor George 
Freeman in last week’s Oban 
Times so comprehensively 
and forensically tearing apart 
Alan Reid’s attempts to excuse 
the role of Argyll and Bute’s 
representative to CoSLA, Lib 
Dem hopeful Alison Hay, in the 
matter of Argyll and Bute’s grant 

application from that body.
Mr Reid’s desperation to absolve 

his own party’s participation in 
central government actions and 
his regular ploy of laying blame 
on the Scottish Government for 
the level of cuts requires constant 
correction.

That is far better to be seen 
to be coming from an external, 
impartial and well-informed 
critic like Councillor Freeman.

Members of the present 
administration at Argyll and Bute 
Council will, in due course, have 
to answer for their own actions 
but is useful in the interim for a 
‘still small voice of calm’ and for 
that we all owe thanks to George 
Freeman.
Kenneth MacColl, secretary, 
Argyll and Bute SNP.

Ombudsman in       
the spotlight
Sir,
From the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman’s published statistics 
for the years 2008-9 and 2009-10, 
82 complaints were made to the 
Ombudsman against Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Also from the statistics, none 
of those complaints was upheld 
by the Ombudsman and reported 
on to the Scottish Parliament and 
the public.  

The only case which was the 
subject of a formal report was 
that of a ‘not upheld’ complaint.    

Whether or not the Ombudsman 
succeeded in delivering justice 
to Argyll and Bute Council users 
during those two years is far from 
clear.

Indeed, eight years after being 
established the Ombudsman’s 
value to the Scottish people is 
increasingly being questioned.

Nine recent public petitions to 
the Scottish Parliament calling 
for a review of the effectiveness 
of the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman were rejected on 
what appears to many to be little 
more the untested assumption/
hope that the Ombudsman is 
doing a good job. 

In view of the Parliament’s 
rejection of the calls for a review, 
the campaigning association 
I n t e g r i t y 4 S c o t l a n d h a s 
undertaken to compile an 
independent report on the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman 
and would welcome for possible 
inclusion in the report readers’ 
accounts of their experiences 
- good or bad - of making 
complaints to the Ombudsman.

Anyone who wishes to help with 
this project may either write to 
me at the address below or email 
Secretary@Integrity4Scotland.
org giving a brief outline of their 
case.
Arthur McFarlane, Mount 
Pleasant, Tarbert, Argyll, PA29 
6TU. 

Check your 
dictionary      
McCaig
Sir,
McCaig should revisit his 
dictionary for the meaning of 
the words ‘independent’ and 
‘democracy’.

‘Independent’ means to stand 
alone as far as elections are 
concerned. Democracy does not 
mean of the party, for the party 
and by the party.

As an independent, I am willing 
to lose, most probably £500, and 
I can assure McCaig that even if 

the deposit was raised to £5,000 
to be lost unless 15 per cent was 

because I believe I have something 
to say and I believe some people 
might want to hear it.

Everyone is entitled to their 
opinion and I am entitled to put 
my name forward for parliament.
George Doyle, 41 Ellenabeich, 
Easdale, by Oban. 

Hill bound
flocks the only   
way forward
Sir,
‘The further you look in the past, 
the more into the future you see’ 
- and today, no less applies. 

The only future for Scotland’s 
hill farming is to bring about 

shepherds and tenancies by 
effective agricultural funding 
and policies. We have the hill, but 
where is the will?

Restoring shepherded hills is 

not the extravagant government-
funded aerial spraying the 
herbicide Asulox. 

Land claimed ‘ungrazeable’ 
by bracken is land without 
people or all-year-round grazing 
animals, land rendered ungrazed 
by anti-hillfarming quangos, 
so-called environmental policies, 

promoting trees or wind turbines 
and the favouring of so-called 
‘wilderness areas’. 

Before the demise of the Hill 
Farming Research Organisation, 
using bracken as a resource, not a 
curse, was part of any traditional 
hill farming tenancy lease and was 
later supported by government-
supported contractors.

Asulox is not even a plaster to 
a scourge - and in not respecting 
timeless good practice of hill 
agriculture, we ignore the past to 
our peril. 

Without the revival and survival 

farm tenancies the tumultuous 
spread of bracken will indeed be 
an apocalypse to Scotland’s hills. 

Scotland’s hills have been 

through tax breaks to the rich 
or investment companies for 
exploitative afforestation, 
gouging carbon rich soils for a 
shroud of Sitka spruce.

Bracken has become even more 
invasive because its canopy is 
undisturbed by stock, protecting 
its fertile fronds from frost, 
killing off palatable grasses and 
sheltering billions of ticks.

Prohibited seems to be the 
interaction of man and his 
animals with the earth. 

Vital grazing and positive 
trampling are needed to maintain 
a healthy sward, while sheep 
pads/tracks are shared with locals 
and tourists - a living earth, 
groundbase for Scotland’s unique 
socio-cultural and environmental 
heritage. 

As bracken has crept insidiously 
across our neglected uplands the 
NFUS has remained silent on 
hill dispersals, yet along with 
the Scottish Government, SEPA, 
SNH, the RSPB and DEFRA 
all back the continued use of 
Asulox.

Little wonder we question 
SNH’s support of aerial spraying 
while urging us to plant more wild 

bees, or the RSPB’s slogan ‘For 
Birds, For People, For Ever’ when 
Scotland’s hill farms, hill sheep, 

and hill men are disappearing.
M V Armstrong, Clachan of 
Penninghame, by Baltersan,  
Newton Stewart, Galloway.            

Midge warning   
bad news                 
for tourism
Sir,
I have just read an article in a 
news magazine headed ‘If you’re 
planning a trip to rural Scotland 
this summer you might want to 
think again’.

Apparently the harsh winter 
with heavy snow has acted as an 
insulating layer for midge larvae 
and midge attacks are set to be 
800 times worse than usual.

Prepare to be ‘bombarded’ 
advises the researcher.
Bad news for tourism. Good 
news for midge repellent 
manufacturers!
Rosalind Gordon, Rockmount, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban. 

Engage with local 
people over cuts 
Sir,
As spending cuts start to 
bite across the country, the 
Countryside Alliance has 
written to the leaders of all local 
authorities in England, Scotland 
and Wales.

Local authorities are currently 
setting their budgets for the next 
year and we have urged them to 
ensure that the unique needs of 
rural areas will not fall victim 

decisions are taken.
Our message to local authorities 

is clear: engage with local people 
and respond to what they need. 

should be subject to genuine 
consultation. 

The Countryside Alliance would 
like to see a more intelligent 
approach to service provision. 
This could include sharing 
resources with neighbouring 
authorities and making it possible 
to access local government 
services throughout the Post 

Vibrant rural communities 
with a strong support network 
are too precious to lose and the 
Countryside Alliance campaigns 
vigorously to promote and defend 
them. 

Local authorities are alive to 
the challenges of isolation and 
vulnerability that can affect many 
living in remote rural areas and 

the debates taking place in town 
halls across Britain.       
Alice Barnard, Chief Executive, 
Countryside Alliance, 367 
Kennington Road, London.

Kayak rescue 
thanks
Sir,
I understand The Oban Times
ran a story recently about an 
incident I had when kayaking off 
Dunstaffnage.

I would like to thank those 
who saved me: the gentlemen 
on the coast, the Coastguard, 
ambulance, staff at Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital and the 
gentlemen who found my paddle, 
which had drifted a great distance 
from the spot of the incident. 

I was truly lucky to have such 
helpful and brave people on that 
day and I thank them all greatly.
Christopher McCabe, 50 
Longsdale Crescent, Oban.

‘Who am I and 
who are you?’
NO, I’M not about to reveal my 
true identity. 

I’m taking a look at the ‘big 
business’ that has grown up 
around tracing ancestors, 
seeking out where the family 
really comes from and, in a 
few cases, getting hot under 
the collar about apparent 
injustices that seemed to have 
happened to innocent crofters 
or tenant farmers or labourers 
who were treated as little 
more than chattels by ‘noveau 
riche’ landlords or, even worse, 
by those who were lairds of 
some standing who wanted to 
acquire an enhanced status but 
didn’t have the cash to do so. 

Sheep gave a much better 
cash return when sold than 
the pittance of crofters’ rents, 
with perhaps a bag of tatties 
thrown in, especially when 
times were hard and rents were 
paid late, or not at all. Those 
who wanted to become ‘lairds’ 
were prepared to pay for some 
pretty poor land and in many 
instances it was sold to them.

With this breaking up of the 
close family unit it depended 
on those left behind to keep 
up the ties of kinship across 

the world or, not to bother. 
Some did disregard those who 
endured terrible hardships 

new homestead and make 
a living if they could. And, 
in a great many instances, 
were highly successful in so 
doing. Home sickness had 
to be banished from all but 

correspondence was rare. But, 
‘still the heart is Highland 
and we, in dreams, behold 
the Hebrides’. Those who 
emigrated have been successful 
and have time to wonder how 
those left behind are getting 
on and those who didn’t go 
but are having a slightly easier 
life as the state assists with a 
minimum wage, a free health 

And there is time and ease 
of communications to assist 
searches for long-lost cousins 
- 42nd at least - but providing 
roots in ‘the old country’. 
Alistair Moffat and James F 
Wilson have just had published: 
‘The Scots A Genetic Journey’  
which is essential reading for 
anyone on the ancestor trail 
and why the letters ‘DNA’ 

in our vocabulary. If I tell 
you that ‘DNA’ stands for 
‘Deoxyribonucleic Acid you 
will appreciate why the letters 
are always used in references 
to this vital discovery. Anyone 
who is interested in tracing 
their ancestors should have 
this book as an essential tool 
in their hunt. It gives the 
basis on which to search for 
and understand the science 
of genetics. As the authors 
say: ‘We have until recently 
overlooked the fact that an 

almost limitless archive of 
history lies hidden inside 
our own bodies, and that the 
ancient story of Scotland is 
carried around with us.’

‘The Scots A Genetic 
Journey’ by Alistair Moffat 
and James F Wilson is 
published by Birlinn Books at 
£16.99.

‘Who are our 
unemployed?’
IT IS said there are 2.5 million 
unemployed in Britain; it’s 

includes what are said to be 
the ‘unemployable’ who are 
in most cases not to blame for 
their inability to work through 
physical or mental disability. 

Nevertheless, if we accept 
that up to half a million people 
are not able to work that leaves 

‘looking for work’. Why is 
it then that the UK’s largest 
supermarket chain are looking 
for potential managers in 
Slovakia? A Tesco spokesman 
explained ‘it was not always 
possible to recruit trainees 

There is something wrong if 
we have this vast pool of those 
unable to get a job yet a major 
company seeking trainees 
and generally reckoned to 
be a ‘fair and reasonable 
employer’ cannot get people 
to work for them. Is it the 
case that no matter how much 
bluster may emanate from 
our coalition government the 
strictures of ‘docked dole’ and 
other ‘punishments’ are being 
ignored by our unemployed? 
According to Premier Cameron 
those not taking an offered job 
on three occasions are ‘out’ of 

none of some two million will 
work as a trainee for Tesco and 
be allowed to get away with it?

Is Sudoku an 
addictive drug?
AN EDINBURGH councillor 
is to be disciplined for trying 
to solve the latest conundrum 
to replace noughts and 
crosses and the Rubik’s Cube 
- a Sudoku puzzle - while 
attending a committee meeting 
of Edinburgh Corporation. 

He openly admitted to the 
‘offence’ which took place 
during another seemingly 
futile meeting of a committee 
looking into how ‘The 
Gathering’ lost a lot of money 
for a considerable number of 
small companies who are the 
‘fall guys’ for an event that was 
destined to lose money from 
its initiation. I don’t blame the 
councillor but I do blame the 
First Minister for not seeing 
that those who lost money on 
an event demanded by him are 
paid in full.     

Make do and mend
Argyll brought by the University of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) - in fact masks deeper concerns of those at the institution.

In a report commissioned by the UHI and carried out by consult-
ants Biggar Econimics to gauge the impact of the university, we 
are told Argyll is £26 million better off for having it here. Some 
350 jobs are supported as well.

So far so good. But not good enough.
College principal and vice-chancellor James Fraser is out with 

the begging bowl, asking for a greater share of public funding ‘to 
-

ties’.
While there can be no doubt the presence of the UHI in Oban 

university, in common with all other publically funded bodies, 
must surely rein in its ambitions in these straitened times.

Do you feel lucky...?
IT’S not exactly Dirty Harry, but fed up community councillors 
are literally gunning for speeding motorists.

The village is not convinced drivers are doing an average 31mph 
along the main A85 - so have bought their own speed gun to carry 
out their own survey. The results should be interesting.
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Will Currie, left, and Ann Rowan of Renewables now at the opening of their new premises at Barcaldine’s Marine Resource Centre with 
Energy and Business minister, Jim Mather. 15_t11renew1

Firm directs its energy 
at expanding services

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

Wreck

Unbiased

Spike

Prince’s Trust marks 
achievements of 
young entrepreneurs

The main speakers at last week’s meeting at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, from left: Michael Forbes, 
Sharita Padaruth, Murdo McLean and Geoff Leask. 15_t11psybt1

Valuable

Grateful

Luxury accommodation 
boost for visitors to Iona

BID4Oban was represented at the BIDS Scotland Academy held in 
Bathgate by town centre manager Campbell Cameron. Aberdeen, 

South Queensferry, Bathgate, Edinburgh Grassmarket, Lerwick, 
Kirkwall, Peebles, Clarkston, Milngavie, Dunoon and Oban were all 
represented at the BID Academy, chaired by Ian Davidson Porter, 

Project Director for BIDS -Scotland. The group focused on meeting 
the legislative requirements and how experience of running 

festivals and events management might be shared throughout the 
BIDS Scotland towns to maximise impact. 

Western Isles social 
enterprise bags 
national award

Unemployed urged to ‘be your own boss’

The Garden Machinery Specialists
Business Opportunity
Blades & Co, Unit 3 Mill lane, Oban

All enquiries to Derek Worth 01631 571777 (office hours)

Due to impending retirement and health reasons, the above long established business is offered for sale as a going 
concern. It specialises in the sales, repair, servicing and hiring of all types of garden machinery and comes with a 
large established customer listing. 
The sale will include all workshop equipment, spares, machinery, stock and accessories, 
as well as all current hire equipment. There is also a fully qualified mechanic.



ANDERSONBANKS

ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

TO LET
COMMERCIAL PREMISES, 
5 SHORE STREET, OBAN
•  Substantial detached premises 

(Previously garage/repair 
business)

Store, Toilet
•  Rent £12,000 Per Annum
•  Lease Term Negotiable (Preferably 5 Years +)

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of £180,000

Gortan House
Bruichladdich, Isle of Islay, PA49 7UN
• Substantial detached 
cottage on the out-
skirts of Bruichladdich

• Superb views across 
Loch Indaal

• Sun Room, Lounge, 
Large Dining Kitch-
en, 3 Bedrooms

• Bathroom, Shower 
Room, Large 
Garden, Detached 
Garage & Shed

• Fully double glazed, 
Electric heating + 
Solid fuel back boiler

Closing Date - Friday 15th 
April 2011 at 12 Noon

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of 
£140,000

4 Lochnell Road
Dunbeg, By Oban
•  Attractive well 

maintained end 
terraced property

•  Good location within 
village

•  Solid fuel central 
heating, Fully 
double glazed

•  Lounge, Kitchen, 
Diner, 3 Bedrooms, 
Bathroom

•  Front & Rear 
Gardens, 
2 Garden Sheds

Offers in the 
region of 
£195,000

Corriebeag 
Croft Road, Oban
Well presented, modern detached family home. in 
a popular residential area of Oban.  Close to the 
town centre and amenities.  The accommodation 
comprises:  Vestibule, hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms (Master with dressing 
room), rear hall, utility room, bathroom and 
family bathroom.  Loft.  Double glazed.  Mains 
gas central heating.  Easily maintained garden.
Shed.  Off street parking.

bellingram.co.uk

LONG LET
2 Bedroom Cottage

1 double, 1 single, 
Extremely private location, 
yet commuting distance to 
Oban and local to ameni-

ties in Dalmally. Furnished, 
Central Heating, Lounge 
with wood burning stove, 

recently renovated. 
More information 

Telephone 07795 280584

TO LET: 3 bed, detached, 
completely renovated, 

furnished house in 
Tighnabruaich, Argyll, 
with views over the 

Kyles of Bute.
Sleeps 5. 

One bathroom and one 
shower room. 

Easy reach of village.

£595 per month, plus council 
tax and bills.

T: 020 7010 8911

WRITER
Seeks isolated cottage 
or croft house in remote 

wilderness area, mainland, 
or Islands, silence and 
solitude essential, in 

exchange for work as a 
grounds man, manual 

labourer, outdoors man, 
garden tidier, driver, house 
sitter, general indoor and 

outdoor helper etc.
Tel: 01353 698989 or 

07596198704

TO LET
3 Bedroom House

Oban
Fully furnished,

easy access to town centre
Sorry no pets, smoking or 

D.S.S.
Off street parking for 2 cars

Deposit and references 
required

£600 pcm + C/Tax and bills.
Tel: 07906 727096 from 

10am –6pm

TO LET

One bedroom 
furnished fl at 

for rent
48B Longrow, 

Campbeltown

£240 pcm 
plus council tax

Telephone 

01586 552624.

FLAT TO LET
First fl oor one 
bedroom fl at.

Oban town centre
Newly renovated 

and FULLY furnished, includes 
washer/dryer and dishwasher.
£485 pcm + C/Tax and Bills

No D.S.S. Smokers or Pets
1 mth. deposit and references 

required

Contact 07501925604

Tel: 01546 603118  Tel: 07793 810749
Tel: 07799 504790   Fax: 01546 603733

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8LZ

Offers Circa: 
£125,000

Croit-Mairi, Balliebeg, 
By Lochgilphead. 
Spacious, semi-detached cottage 
situated within the quiet peaceful 
location of Balliebeg.
Accommodation consists of: Lounge with open 

Flat To Rent
Glasgow, Ibrox
Spacious furnished

£475 pcm + Bills
Central for transport 

into town, airport 
and motorway

Students accepted

Tel: 07831193636

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

FLAT TO RENT
CLOSE TO OBAN 
TOWN CENTRE

1 BEDROOM FULLY 
FURNISHED

PRIVATE PARKING
AVAILABLE APRIL

£450 pcm + Bills
No D.S.S. or Pets

TEL: 07769614570

6 MAIN STREET, CAMPBELTOWN, ARGYLL, PA28 6AG

TELEPHONE:
01586 552345

MOBILE:
07521 950895

Offers around £199,000
HOME REPORT AVAILABLE

Slievanea, Stronvaar Avenue 
Campbeltown, Argyll

This house is situated in a beautiful very quiet 
area of Campbeltown
Accommodation comprises: Three bedrooms, 
Lounge, Bathroom, Kitchen with dining area, 
Toilet. Garden at front and rear. Plus garage.

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbsproperty.co.uk  Tel: 01586 553737 

Auction 
Guide Price 
of £80,000

13 Sealand, Peninver, by 
Campbeltown

Auction at The Swallow Hotel, Glasgow on 31st March 2011.     

COMMERCIAL TO LET
LICENSED RESTAURANT FOR LEASE

Oban Town Centre
32 covers

No buy in.

For further details Tel: 01631 565251

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Selling your property 
doesn’t have to cost 
you the earth.
Advertise your property for three weeks in 
The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser and 
Campbeltown Courier from only £205.

Give your property the maximum exposure,
use the Oban Times group.

PLUS  
All adverts include a free web listing until sold.

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR 
REQUIREMENTS

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR 
EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk

offer exclusive to re-sale property only

OPTION 3
7cm x 3 columns

1 image
3 weeks = £220

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns

2 images
3 weeks = £280

OPTION 1
14cm x 3 columns

3 images
3 weeks = £340

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT
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WEST coast farmers and con-
servation groups have breathed a 
collective sigh of relief after the 
European Commission withdrew 
a proposal to ban Asulam.

However, the controversial mo-
tion to prohibit use of the chemical 
– the only known treatment for 
bracken that can be sprayed from 
the air - could yet come back to the 
table, despite a blocking minority 
of six member states prompting a 
turnaround by the commission. 

The National Farmers’ Union 
Scotland (NFUS), supported by 
bodies such as Scottish Natural 
Heritage, the Scottish Govern-
ment, DEFRA, and Scottish 
MEPs George Lyon and Struan 
Stevenson, say they are delighted 
at the reprieve, but will continue 
to campaign for the proposal to be 
permanently dropped.

Marketed as Asulox, the chemi-
cal targets bracken and dock with-

or fauna – except some other types 
of fern – when sprayed from the 
air. The EC’s concerns centre on 
the potential side effects of using 
the chemical on spinach.

Oban agricultural consultant 
with the Scottish Agricultural 
College, Niall Campbell, is keep-

workable solution can be found.
He said: ‘I suppose for the west 

coast it’s back to business as 
usual. It allows farmers to try and 

manage their ground to the best of 
their ability.

‘I hope the EC see common 
sense at the end of the day.

‘There’s no problem in using the 
chemical to treat bracken so you 
would think that, if there is po-
tential for problems with spinach, 
there could be a selective ban.

‘There are certain products that 
are banned for use on certain 
crops so you’d think they could do 
the same here.’

NFU Scotland vice-president, 
John Picken, said: ‘It may 
well be a temporary reprieve, 
but it is certainly a welcome 
step in the right direction. 
’Farmers and land managers 
attempting to control bracken 
value Asulam highly, and we 
appreciate the additional time to 
apply pressure for its retention.   
‘Asulam is in widespread use 
within the UK, particularly for 
the purpose of bracken and dock 

control, and the removal of it 
from the market would be a real 
blow to those using it as a method 
to control the rampant spread 
of bracken.  Asulam is particu-
larly important to those living in 
areas where bracken is dense 
and would, without the product, 
overtake crucial grazing land.   
At this point we’ve bought some 
time, we need to keep up the 
pressure to ensure the product 
continues to be licensed for use.’

Bracken spraying chemical gets reprieve from EC ban

ISLAY                        
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £710(5)  Craigens  
£700(10)  Aoradh  £700(8)  Craigens  
£690  Knockrome  £660(8) & £650(8)  
Craigens  £645  Ardfarnal  £635(10)  
Craigens.
British Blue X: £915 Ardbeg  £795(3)  
Starchmill  £710 Ardbeg  £680 
Starchmill  £660(2) Dunlossit Estate.
Charolais X: £840, £835(2) & £830(2) 
Aoradh  £820(8) Brybruich  £805(3) 
Aoradh  £800(17) Eorrabus  £760 & 
£755(7) Aoradh  £700(2) Eorrabus  
£690(4) Aoradh  £650(3) Eorrabus  
£635 & £620 Carrabus  £615 & 
£600(2) Aoradh.
LimousinX: £940 Kilchiaran  
£920 Ardbeg  £875 Tallant  £855 
Kilchiaran  £845 Brybruich  £830 
Neriby  £820 Ardbeg  £800 
Starchmill & Ardbeg  £785 Lossit  
£765 Eorrabus  £760 Brybruich  £755 
Starchmill & Aoradh(3)  £750 (7) 
Eorrabus  £740(9) & £735(9) Aoradh  
£735 Ardbeg (2) & Eorrabus (4)  
£730(7) Ardbeg  £725 Lossit  £700 
Ardbeg, Lossit(2) & Eorrabus  £695 
Ardbeg  £685 Aoradh (9), Tallant 
(2), Dunlossit Estate (3) & Neriby (3)  
£675(9) Eorrabus  £660(5) Dunlossit 
Estate  £655 Mulindry(3) & Carrabus  
£645 Aoradh(6), Eorrabus(3), Grul-

inbeg  & Lossit(5)  £635 Ardbeg(3) 
& Dunlossit Estate(11)  £630(2) 
Starchmill  £625 Ardbeg(7) & 
Neriby(2)  £620(9) Dunlossit Estate  
£615 Carrabus  £605(5) Aoradh  £605 
Ballytarsin  £600 Aoradh.
MontbeliardeX £775 Brybruich
SimmentalX: £865 & £795 
Kilchiaran.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX £555(2) Ardfarnal
British Blue X: £690  Neriby  £565  
Ardbeg.
Charolais X: £915  Eorrabus  £810(2) 
Aoradh  £735(4) Brybruich  £720(4) 
Eorrabus  £695(5), £690(7), £675(3) 
& £630(8) Aoradh.
LimousinX: £850  Eorrabus  
£795(2)  Kilchiaran  £765(2) Lossit  
£745 Starchmill  £740 Ardbeg & 
Kilchiaran  £725 Kilchiaran  £690 
Aoradh & Neriby(2)  £675(3)  Eor-
rabus  £670 (3) Ardbeg  £660 Tallant  
£655(4) Neriby  £645 Ardbeg(5) 
& Lossit  £635(6) Dunlossit Estate  
£625  Starchmill  £615(4) Neriby  
£610 Ardbeg(4) & Eorrabus(4).
Breeding cattle
In-calf heifers £900  Knockrome
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 186p(10)  
Aoradh  183p(2)  Calumkill.
British Blue X: 201p Ardbeg  184p  
Starchmill(3) & Dunlossit Estate(2).
Charolais X: 213p(4)  Aoradh  

210p(4)  Calumkill  209p & 205p  
Carrabus  199p(3), 198p(9), 192p(2) 
& 190p(2) Aoradh.
LimousinX: 203p(7)  Ardbeg  
202p(9)  Dunlossit Estate  200p(9)  
Aoradh  198p  Ardbeg  194p (5)  
Carrabus  193p(9) & 192p(9)  Aoradh  
192p(7)  Ardbeg  190p  Starchmill.
SimmentalX: 210p(3)  Calumkill.
Heifers
British Blue X: 197p  Ardbeg
Charolais X: 222p(2)  Aoradh  
204p(4) & 196p  Calumkill  195p(3) 
& 190p(7)  Aoradh.
LimousinX: 223p & 197p  Ardbeg  
195p  Sarchmill  191p(3) –Ardbeg.
SimmentalX: 204p & 196p(4) 
Calumkill.  

OBAN Caledonain 
Marts (Stirling) Ltd
Bullocks:  0-250kgs - £460 Turnault, 
198p Snishival; 
251-300kgs - £580 Balliemeanach, 
193p Balliemeanach; 
301-350kgs - £615 Lurginish, 189p 
Upper Largie; 
351-400kgs - £645 Ballymeanach, 
175p Snishaval; 
401-450kgs - £685 Blarghour, 156p 
Blarghour.
Heifers:  0-250kgs - £385 Knock-
voalogan, 157p Knockvoalogan, 
251-300kgs - £460 Annat, 159p 
Upper Largie; 

301-350kgs - £590 Upper Largie, 
171p Upper Largie; 
351-400kgs - £615 Balliemeanach, 
171p Balliemeanach.
Sheep
Hoggs:  
Cheviot: £82 Cailaich; 
Blackface: £78 Soroba; 
Suffolk: £88 Ardshellach; 
Mule: £71 Creich; 
Continental £77 Achavaich; 
Texel £74 Keepers Park.
Ewes:  
Texel: £100 Inion; 
Mule: £80 Clonaig; 
Cheviot: £78 Shenavallie; 
Cross: £76 Lagganulva; 
Greyface: £70 Strongorm.
Tups:  
Suffolk £100 Creich, 
Texel: £80 Rhulios, 
Cheviot: £76 Dunmore, 
Blackface: £56 Creich.

DINGWALL Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Lambs: 
Suffolk: Lentran, Inverness, £86; 
TexelX: 5 Ordan, Spinningdale, £86; 
Cheviot: 199 Lednabirichen, 
Dornoch, £84; 
Blackface: Moy Mains, Tomatin, 
£78.50; 
SuffolkX: Easter Rarichie, Tain, £77; 
Cross: Wester Cairnglass, Nairn, £67.

In lamb ewes: 
Cheviot 24 Borve, £110; 
Cross: 4 Edinbane, Portree, £82; 
TexelX: 4 Edinbane, £79; 
Mule: 116 Birch Drive, Maryburgh, 
£78.
In lamb gimmers: 
Cross: 4 Edinbane, £89; 
TexelX: 4 Edinbane, £80; 
Blackface: 24 Borve, £70.
Ewes: 
CharollaisX: Meikle Geddes, £110; 
Cross: Lentran, £109; 

TexelX:Borowston Mains, £103; 
Texel: Lentran, £100; 
HalfBred: Viewhill Croft, £100; 
Bluefaced Leicester: Lentran, £98; 
SuffolkX: Lairgandour, Daviot, £94; 
Cheviot: Wester Moy, Urray, £91; 
Mule: Wester Cairnglass, £89; 
Blackface: Lairgandour, £72.
Wedders: 
Cross: Dalchork, Lairg, £136; 
SuffolkX: 42 Bernisdale, Skeabost 
Bridge, £112; 
Cheviot: 27 Portgower, Helmsdale, 
£95; 
Mule: Wester Cairnglass, £78; 
TexelX: Gateside, Alves, £72.
Rams: 
Cheviot: Ardchronie, Ardgay, £106; 
Texel: Wester Cairnglass, £96; 
Zwarbles: Moy Mains, £83; 
Charollais: Wester Cairnglass, £70.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd had forward 121 store 
cattle, 37 young bulls, breeding and OTM cattle, plus 738 
sheep at Oban Livestock Centre.

  Bullocks averaged 170p (+6p) and sold to 198p per kg for 
a 220kg Aberdeen Angus from Snishival, South Uist and 
£685 for a 440kg Simmental from Blargour, Dalmally.

  Heifers averaged 163p (+2p) and sold to 171p per 
kg (twice) for a 360kg Charolais from Balliemeanach, 
Dalmally and Upper Largie and £615 for a 360kg Charolais 
from Balliemeanach, Dalmally.

  Bulls averaged 144p and sold to 155p per kg for a 220kg 
Aberdeen Angus from Snishival, South Uist and £470 for a 
340kg Simmental from Stroneskar, Lochgilphead.

  Hoggs sold to £90 for Texels from Barguilean, Taynuilt 
while feeding ewes sold to £126 for Suffolks from Tiraghoil, 
Isle of Mull.

  Tups sold to £102 for a Suffolk from Achnacreemore, 
North Connel.

Oban sale cattle average rises 4p 
per kilo as hoggets sell to £90

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual early Spring sale of all 
classes of cattle at Islay Auction 
Mart last Saturday when 578 
head were sold.  

  Bullocks averaged 176pence 
per kilo or £659 per head whilst 
heifers averaged 171pence per 
kilo or £585 per head.  

  In keeping with current 
mainland trends these values 

high levels.  
  Bullocks sold to £940 

for Limousin crosses from 
Kilchiaran and heifers sold to 
£915 for Charolais crosses from 
Eorrabus.  

  Ardbeg led the prices per kilo 
when their Limousin heifers sold 
to 223pence and Aoradh led the 
bullock prices per kilo when 
their Charolais crosses sold to 
213pence.  

  Breeding cattle from 
Knockrome, Isle of Jura sold to 
£900.

Ardbeg
Limousin heifers 
sell to 223p per 
kilo in Islay

Market reports
UNITED Auctions sold 7,627 prime sheep including 5,992 

hoggs averaging 196p/kg (+7.5p) and  1635 ewes and rams 
at Stirling last Thursday Texel lambs from Newton Of 
Collessie and Suffolks from Old Mill sold to £130, with 
Cheviots from Guardswell to £109.50. Ewes sold to £136 for 
Suffolks from Oldmill and Texels from Connachan. 

Prime sheep trade still rising

IACS 2011
SAC Consulting

IACS Surgeries will be held 
throughout Argyll, Lochaber 

& The Isles
SAC Consultants provide a professional 

these increasingly complicated forms

Make sure you receive everything you are 
entitled to by getting us to help you

To book your appointment 
please contact 

Oban Tel: 01631 563093
Campbeltown Tel: 01586 552502
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PART OF ARGUS CARE GROUP.
Require the following

Cook and Kitchen Assistants
Full /Part Time/Bank hours available.

And Experienced Bank Care Staff
Good rates of pay

You can contact Arlene Campbell, RGN, Manager 

Clark Thomson Insurance Brokers Limited

GENERAL INSURANCE BROKING

throughout Scotland.

Clark Thomson Insurance Brokers Ltd

OBAN  PA 34 5SJ

The ideal candidate must have knowledge and proven experience of working 
within the food processing industry, which will include having several years’ prac-
tical experience. You will be required to support the Plant Processing Manager, 

and effectively. In addition to co-ordinating product processing, packing, dispatch 
and supervision and maintenance of all equipment within your area of control, 

the successful applicant will assist in all aspects of staff management to ensure 
that the processing process is carried out to the highest of hygiene and quality 
standards ensuring best practice as well as customer satisfaction is reached. 

The candidate will have good man management skills, able to demonstrate team 
leadership and interpersonal skills, with strong IT, communication and organisa-
tional skills are all important for this position, as is the ability to work well within 

the existing team. Applicants will have the ability to problem solve, motivate staff 
therefore achieving the best results through applying your leadership skills and 

abilities to manage a large already existing team successfully. 
A full, clean driving licence is also essential for this position. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.  

Tel. No. 01499 600 435    Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 25 March, 2011 

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

We are currently recruiting for a key individual to assist 
with the management of our Processing Plant at Cairndow 

in Argyll:

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high 
quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, 

sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.

-
ity to lead a small team in the day-to-day operations.  This position would suit 
someone who is self-motivated, with good communication and organisational 
skills and be able to demonstrate prior experience in working within a small, 
focused team in a constantly changing and challenging environment.  They 

should also have a good understanding of Health and Safety requirements and 
the awareness of environmental issues.  Experience of aquaculture and boat 
handling is essential for this post, the Company can also offer further develop-

ment opportunities.  Applicants should also have good IT Skills.

The ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, self-motivated, have good communica-
tion skills and be able to demonstrate prior experience of working within a small, 
focused team in a constantly changing and challenging environment.  Previous 
aquaculture and boat handling experience is desirable but not essential as the 
company will also offer further development opportunities through its in-house 

training and also through external providers.

Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday to Friday, with weekend 
working required on a rota basis.  Overtime is paid at enhanced rates. 

A full, clean driving licence is also essential for both these positions. 

including entry into the Company Pension Scheme after the qualifying period.

For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.  

Tel. No. 01499 600 435    Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 25th March, 2011 

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

We are currently recruiting for the following vacancies 
located at our Marine Site on the Island of Mull:

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high 
quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, 

sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.

Part time carer 
required for 
elderly lady 

in Tarbert
Telephone

07590 751679

email
e.r.m.stuckey@

googlemail.com

CIVIL ENGINEER/
QUANTITY SURVEYOR

Experience in contract management will be an advantage 
but consideration will be given to recent graduates with a 
good construction degree.
The position will offer excellent career prospects to the 

near Fort William.  Accommodation may be available.
Applicants are invited to apply, enclosing full personal, 
academic and career details, to:
Telford Construction, Old Manse, Onich, Inverness-shire, 
PH33 6RY. e-mail: don@onich.co.uk

Caledonia Court, Ardrishaig (7hrs) 
and Lochgair Place, Tarbert (5hrs)

Can either be two separate posts or combined to one
£15,399-£17,111 (pro rata)

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk; 
Tel 01546 604098 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date: 12 noon Friday 1st April 2011
Interviews for these posts will be held in April 2011

Closing date: 1 April 2011.
To apply visit our website

Childcare and Education Worker – 
Temporary
£19,271 - £20,457 (Pro Rata) Arinagour Primary School

17.5 hrs per week Ref: CSE30980

Pre Five Unit
01369 708546

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

COOK
We currently have a vacancy for a cook within our Blar 
Mhor Processing Plant in Fort William. 
The main duties of the applicant will be to prepare meals 
and snacks, plan menus, monitor budgets, control & order 
stock and general canteen duties such as clearing tables 
and stocking machines. Applicants must possess an 

The successful candidate will be required to work 25 hours 
per week on a rotational basis Monday to Saturday.  
If you are interested in this post, please apply in writing 
to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine 
Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT no 
later than Friday 25th March 2011.

ASSISTANT MANAGER
LAGA BAY

Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd is currently seeking a highly motivated and strong indi-
vidual for the post of Assistant Manager at our Seawater site at Laga Bay.
Applications are invited from individuals who are genuinely interested in developing their 
career within the organisation.  Potential candidates should have at least two to three 

and motivate personnel, good planning, organisation & computer skills and a proven abil-
ity to achieve results without close supervision are some of the necessary skills required 
for this post.
The successful candidate will be expected to attend the necessary training courses to 

asset management, performance and HSEQ management. 
If you consider yourself to have the commitment, enthusiasm, willingness and underlying 
capability to become a Manager then please apply in writing, no later than 31st March 
2011 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, 
Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute 
Community Health Partnership

Kintyre Locality

Maintenance Craftsperson Engineer (Fitter), Band 4 with RRP
£18,152 - £21,798 per annum Ref: 10ab/199b
37.5 hours per week
Campbeltown Hospital
The Maintenance Craftsperson will be required to assist, through the Estates Operational Offi cer, in the provision 
of a reliable, responsive and cost effective maintenance programme for the Hospitals and Healthcare Premises 
owned and operated by NHS Highland Argyll & Bute CHP. The post is based at Campbeltown Hospital and covers 
the Kintyre & Islay area. 
You will have completed a full term apprenticeship in an appropriate mechanical engineering or plumbing trade. 
Ideally you should possess a City & Guilds certifi cate or approved equivalent with appropriate experience in estates 
maintenance and installations. 
Experience of all types of mechanical and plumbing works with experience of multi skilled working is desirable 
as well as the proven ability to work as part of a small team. An ability to communicate with all levels of hospital 
operations staff is required. 
A working knowledge of Offi ce Systems and Computerised Maintenance Management Systems is desirable. 
A current clean drivers licence is essential. You must live within 30 minutes of Campbeltown to participate with the 
Estates Emergency On-call rota. 
Informal enquiries to: Mr Kevin Willan, Estates Offi cer, Tel: 01546 605604.
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8LB - Tel: 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or Email: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Please quote the appropriate job reference.
The closing date: 1 April 2011.

CONTRACTS 
ADMINISTRATOR
Fixed Term Appointment (maternity cover) for 8 months
Clerical Grade 3/4 (£16,750-£22,126)

The Contracts Administrator will have a key role in delivery of the above-mentioned 
service.  The main duties are to:
• Maintain an up to date archive of all contract information

collected

Good numerical and communication skills are essential, as is the ability to manage 
your workload, meet tight deadlines and work quickly and accurately.  

Alternatively, please write to: Human Resources, Contracts Administrator, Job Ref
D13/10.DB,  The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, 
Oban, Argyll PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 
The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 1st April 2011
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities 
policy and welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Workshop Assistant / Tyre Fitter
required to assist with maintenance 
of Commercial Vehicles & Trailers at 

Darlochan/Cairnbaan Depot
(possibility of apprenticeship)

Please contact :-
Peter McKerral & Co Ltd

Darlochan Yard, Kilkenzie, By Campbeltown, PA28 6NT

Please apply in writing to above address, 
or Telephone: 01586 820 258

Mobile: 07717 531 242

Lochgilphead Golf Club requires an 
experienced grounds person to assist 

with the maintenance of the golf course.  
Technical experience, in particular 
working on golf greens will be an 

advantage.
The post is part time minimum, 

12 hours per week.
Salary is negotiable 

depending on experience
Contact John Downie 01546 606531 

(evenings)

FARMERS managing protected 
nature conservation areas can 
now access a new online guide to 
their responsibilities and funding 
sources

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) produced the guide, enti-
tled ‘Farming, SSSIs and Natura 
sites’, in collaboration with the 
National Farmers’ Union of 
Scotland (NFUS). It is now avail-
able on both the SNH and NFUS 
websites. 

The guide is for farmers in Scot-
land who own, tenant or manage 
land that is a Site of Special 

Protection Area (SPA) or Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC).

It summarises the requirements 
of farmers in relation to protected 
areas as well as sources of funding 
for conservation management.

Stewart Pritchard, policy and 
advice manager with SNH, said: 
‘Many farmers across Scotland 
are keenly involved and take pride 
in managing important nature 
conservation sites.

‘It is important that they have 
access to the right information 
and that the right help is available 
to them to do this effectively.  That 
is what this new guide is there for. 

it useful in making them aware of 
the expectations associated with 
managing these sites. Equally it 
lets them know about funding that 
may be available to help cover the 
costs of any additional conserva-
tion management.’

Futher information: http://www.
snh.gov.uk/docs/C280938.pdf and  
http://www.nfus.org.uk/upload-
edFiles/Campaigns/SNH.pdf.

New online 
guide to 
conservation

Heavy snow returned to the west coast last weekend resulting in increased pressure to ensure that all types of livestock received adequate levels of 
feeding. With many flocks on the verge of lambing, sheep farmers will be keeping a close eye on the weather forecast over the next few weeks.

FLAIL
MOWER

£1850 free delivery Argyll mainland

Brand new, for use with quad or 4x4
Honda 13hp, 48” cut, adjustable height

Great for paddocks, pastures, rough land etc.
Spares belts & flails available

Tel: 01546 886275 (Minard)

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND BALES
MEADOW HAY 

Collect or can be delivered.  
D MacDougall, 

Dalmally.  
Telephone 

01838 200373

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

JOHN DEERE GATOR 
4.WD RTV

2008 model, VGC, 
Canopy, windscreen 

wiper, Hydraullic tipper, 
Transferrable 2 + 4 wheel 
drive,Good brakes,Goes 
anywhere, ideal for golf 

courses or hill work,

Cost new £18,500.Will 
sell for £7,350 ono.

Telephone 
07990 752599

RECRUITMENT
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time 
period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this 

proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who 
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/00424/FUL

11/00660/FUL

11/00791/FUL

11/00801/FUL

11/00808/FUL

Development Address

Land 50m North East of 
Roshinish House
Ballachulish

Stanton Villa
Annat Point
Achdalieu
Fort William
PH33 7NN

Land South West of
2 Glen Ghorm
Ballachulish

15B Grange Terrace
Fort William
PH33 6JQ

Lochaber Housing 
Association
30 Fassifern Road
Fort William
PH33 6XQ

Proposal Description

Section 42 application 
to develop land without 
complying with Condition 
5 of permission reference 
10/00054/FULLO to 
erect a house; condition 
5 being the improvement 
of visibility splays prior to 
works starting on site

Extension to house

Section 42 application 
to add condition 5 from 
planning reference 
10/00054/FULLO (erection 
of house) onto 09/00143/
OUTLO (demolition of 2 
existing and erection of 
2 replacement houses) 
- (improvement of visibility 
splays prior to works 
starting on site)

Alterations and extension 
to house

Partial change of use 
(ground floor) to form 
cafe/drop-in centre and 
installation of oil tank

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
SCIENTIFIC STUDY: 

LOCH EIL/LOCH LINNHE
Notice is hereby given that Marine Scotland Sci-
ence has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the 
Scottish Government, under section 34 of the 
Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by section 
36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry 
out a scientific study by deploying 22 buoys with 
acoustic receivers at the following locations:

Description Latitude Longitude
Upper Loch Eil: 1 56 51.450N 05 19.578W
Upper Loch Eil: 2 56 51.244N 05 19.684W
Lower Loch Eil: 3 56 50.725N 05 10.404W
Lower Loch Eil: 4 56 50.759N 05 10.000W

Fort William: 5 56 50.338N 05 08.089W
Fort William: 6 56 50.176N 05 08.089W
Fort William: 7 56 49.662N 05 05.882W
Fort William: 8 56 49.443N 05 07.400W
Fort William: 9 56 49.350N 05 06.881W
Fort William: 10 56 49.133N 05 06.857W

Upper Loch Linnhe: 11 56 48.369N 05 08.885W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 12 56 48.157N 05 08.245W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 13 56 48.731N 05 11.377W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 14 56 46.461N 05 10.353W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 15 56 45.557N 05 13.076W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 16 56 45.246N 05 11.734W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 17 56 44.006N 05 15.055W
Upper Loch Linnhe: 18 56 43.684N 05 13.919W

Corran Narrows: 19 56 43.046N 05 14.798W
Corran Narrows: 20 56 42.979N 05 14.479W
Corran Narrows: 21 56 42.976N 05 14.901W
Corran Narrows: 22 56 42.892N 05 14.484W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Fort William Library, Airds Crossing, 
High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EU.
Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports 
and Harbours Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria 
Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the 
date of this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\4\5\15
Marine Scotland Science, Freshwater Laboratory, 

Faskally, Pitlochry, Perthshire

AGM
Will be held on 

28th March 2011
At 7pm In the

Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 
Centre (Oban) Ltd

Glencruitten Road, Oban
Argyll  PA34 4PU
Telephone/Fax 
01631 566602

e-mail oban.msc@btconnect.com

Proposed Let of a Croft
Mrs Elizabeth Henderson and Mrs Helen Clarke are ap-
plying to the Crofters Commission for consent to let the 
tenancy of the croft at Craigmore, Gruline, Isle of Mull 
to Mr Jeff Moore of Little Hill House Farm, Oxenhope, 
Keighley, West Yorkshire .If you are a crofter, shareholder 
or owner of a croft in the township or if the Commission 
consider that you have a direct interest in this application, 
you may submit comments on the proposal in writing or 
other permanent form to the Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: 
info@crofterscommission.org.uk) by the 14th April; 2011.

Please note that any comments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be made available to interested 
parties.  Your comments would also be released under a 
Freedom of Information enquiry.  Frivolous, vexatious or 
unreasonable comments cannot be accepted.

Comann Eachdraidh Lios Mòr
And Taic Comann Eachdraidh Lios Mòr

 Lismore Historical Society
A Company limited by guarantee No. SC234832

AIREAMH CARTHANNAIS/Charity No. SC023503

CELM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday 19th March 2011
12.00

In the Museum Room
Followed immediately by

TAIC CELM AGM
J Baker, Secretary 01631 760360

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003
WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2005

APPLICATION FOR AUTHORISATION
ARDMADDY HYDROPOWER SCHEME, ARDMADDY ESTATE, OBAN

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with regulation 13 of the above regulations, that an application has been made to the 
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) by Charles Struthers for authorisation to carry on controlled activities at, 
near or in connection with Ardmaddy Hydropower Scheme, Ardmaddy Estate, Oban 

Description of controlled activity Waters affected National Grid Reference
Construction of impoundment 10.4m high Eas nan Ceardach NM 7935 1645
Abstraction of 840 m3/day from 1 sept 2011 Eas nan Ceardach NM 7935 1645
Return of abstracted water approx Eas nan Ceardach NM 7860 1625
0.86 km from abstraction point

environment or the interests of other users of the water environment.
Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the application may make representations to SEPA 
in writing within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following address, quoting reference number 
CAR/L/1090295:

Registry department, SEPA, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, IV15 9XB
A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above address, between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday 
to Friday (except local and national holidays) and by prior arrangement: 2 Smithy Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA312 8TA, 
01546 602876.
Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement will be taken into consideration in 
determining the application. Any such representations will be placed in a public register unless the person making them 
requests that they should not be. Where such a request is made SEPA will include in a statement in the register indicating 
that representations have been made which have been the subject of such a request. 
When ready to determine the application, SEPA will serve notice on any person who has made a representation within 28 
days of this advertisement, informing them of SEPA’s proposed determination and giving them the opportunity to notify 
Scottish Ministers in writing that they object to SEPA’s proposed determination within 21 days of the notice being served.

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS 
AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at Lorn House Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to Lorn 
House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS
•Ref No: 11/00384/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs D M Fairbairn
Proposal: Erection of 15kw wind turbine (19.98 metres to blade tip)
Site Address: Land 200m North West Of Crossapol House Isle Of Coll Argyll And Bute PA78 6TB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them 
may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on 
Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and 
Regulatory Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 07/04/2011

•Ref No: 11/00272/PP
Applicant: Dr George Hannah
Proposal: Erection of two storey rear extension and formation of first floor balcony.
Site Address: Finlaggan Clachan Seil Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4TL
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00283/PP
Applicant: Mr Iain S MacLean
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic tank and formation of new access.
Site address: Land North West Of Achnacone Croft Appin Argyll And Bute PA38 4BA
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office, Ledaig

•Ref No: 11/00302/PP
Applicant: Mr Jeremy Armitage
Proposal: Change of use and alterations of former craft shop and workshop/storage to form dwellinghouse.
Site Address: Former Craft Shop/Workshop 3 Kenovay Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UU
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00312/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs I Gibson
Proposal: Erection of extension to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Old Schoolhouse Glenlonan Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4QE
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00358/PP
Applicant: Mr Neil Lamont
Proposal: Erection of detached garage
Site Address: Five Anchors House Balemartine Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UA
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00362/PPP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs A Piggot
Proposal: Site for the erection of a croft house
Site Address: Land South East Of Gate Cottage Airds Bay Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1JR
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them 
may be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between the hours of 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on 
Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and 
Regulatory Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 07/04/2011

•Ref No: 11/00276/PP
Applicant: Stephen And Glynis Florence
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic tank and formation of new access.
Site Address: The Lodge Lussagiven Isle Of Jura Argyll And Bute PA60 7XJ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura

•Ref No: 11/00323/PP
Applicant: Mrs Jean Thomson
Proposal: Erection of croft house and attached garage, installation of septic tank and formation of access
Site Address: Land South West Of Craiggan Uragaig Isle Of Colonsay Argyll And Bute PA61 7YT
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Colonsay
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site.
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered.
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

NOTICE OF ELECTION
SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION
ARGYLL AND BUTE CONSTITUENCY
A poll is to be held for a Member to serve in the Scottish Parliament for the above Constituency.
Nomination papers may be delivered to the Returning Officer at The Election Office, Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8RT between the hours of 10.00 am and 4.00 pm Monday to Friday after the date of this notice, but not later 
than 4.00 pm on Tuesday 29 March 2011.
Forms of nomination may be obtained at the place and times mentioned above.  The Returning Officer will at the request 
of any elector prepare for signature a nomination paper.
A person shall not be validly nominated as a candidate for return as a constituency member unless the sum of £500 is 
deposited by him/her, or on his/her behalf, with the Returning Officer at the place and during the time for delivery of 
Nomination Papers.  The deposit may be made either (a) by the deposit of any legal tender; (b) by means of a banker’s 
draft; or (c) with the Returning Officer’s consent, in any other manner including by debit or credit card (a transaction fee 
of 1.89% will be charged in respect of the use of a credit card). 
If the election is contested, the poll will take place between the hours of 7.00am and 10.00pm on Thursday, 5 May 2011.

Postal or Proxy Voting
Applications to cancel or alter existing postal and proxy votes, or to change from postal to proxy voting MUST reach the Electoral 
Registration Officer, Kilbrannan House, Bolgam Street, Campbeltown PA28 6HZ  by 5.00pm on Thursday 14 April 2011.
New applications to vote by post MUST reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the above address by 5.00pm on 
Thursday 14 April 2011.
New applications to vote by proxy MUST reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the above address by 5.00pm on 
Thursday 21 April 2011.
If as the result of a disability an elector becomes incapacitated after 5.00pm on Thursday 21 April 2011 an application 
to vote by proxy due to that disability MUST reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the above address by 5.00pm on 
the day of the poll.
For advice on postal or proxy voting contact the Electoral Registration Office 0800 980 0470.
Sally Loudon
Returning Officer
Council Offices
Kilmory
Lochgilphead PA31 8RT
11 March 2011, Tel: 01546 603264 
Fax: 01546 606874, E-mail: elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Web: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/elections
Note
The attention of candidates and electors is drawn to the rules for filling up nomination papers and other provisions relating 
to nomination contained in the Scottish Parliamentary Election Rules at Schedule 2 of the Scottish Parliament (Elections 
etc.) Order 2010
Every person guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice will, on conviction, be liable to the penalties imposed by the Scottish 
Parliament (Elections etc.) Order 2010.
Nomination Papers may also be downloaded from www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/elections. The website gives other 

election information.

The following decroft-
ing Directions have 
been granted:
Part Croft
160 Kentra, Ardnamur-
chan & Sunart.
Direction dated 8 March 
2011 granted to Mrs 
Hughena MacPhee.  
Area ext to 0.099 ha.
Conditions:  1. Pur-
chase within 5 years.  
2.  Complete enclosure 
of the land with a 
stockproof fence within 
4 months of purchase.  
3. Maintenance of the 
fence by each succes-
sive owner or occupier 
of the land.
Case Number: 
4.86.26950.
1, 2, 3 & 4 Kilvaree, Ar-
dchattan & Muckairn.
Direction dated 11 
March 2011 granted to 

ext to 0.064 ha.
Conditions:  1. The 
land is used for a 
house site.  2. Com-
plete enclosure of the 
land with a stockproof 
fence within 4 months 
of completion of the 
proposed develop-
ment.  3. Maintenance 
of the fence by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number: 
4.86.28838.
The granting of these 
Directions may be ap-
pealed to the Scottish 
Land Court within 42 
days from the date of 
this advert.  Informa-
tion on how to appeal 
is available from the 
Scottish Land Court.

NOTIFICATION OF 
COMMISSION DECI-
SIONS ON APPLICA-
TIONS TO CREATE 
NEW CROFTS
1.  Application by Rio 
Tinto Highland Estates, 
owner of Railway Croft, 
Unachan, By Spean 
Bridge, Inverness-
Shire. Approved.
Parties with an interest 
in any of the above ap-
plications may appeal 
our decision to the Scot-
tish Land Court, within 
42 days.  Information on 
how to appeal is avail-
able from the Crofters 
Commission.

Proposed Let of a Croft
George Porter and Mrs Moyra Porter are applying to the 
Crofters Commission for consent to let the tenancy of 
the croft at Lagstoban, Bridgend, Islay, Argyllshire (No. 
C/9592) to Alasdair Stanley Porter of East Carrabus, 
Bridgend, Islay, Argyllshire, PA44 7PX
If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner of a croft in the 
township or if the Commission consider that you have a 
direct interest in this application, you may submit com-
ments on the proposal in writing or other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@crofterscommis-
sion.org.uk) by the 14th April; 2011.
Please note that any comments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be made available to interested 
parties.  Your comments would also be released under a 
Freedom of Information enquiry.  Frivolous, vexatious or 
unreasonable comments cannot be accepted.

The Annual General Meeting 
of Oban Hospice Limited

Will be held in the Undercroft, Church of Scotland 
Centre in Glencruitten Road, Oban on 
Monday 11th of April 2011 at 7.30pm.

The meeting is public and all interested parties will be 
warmly welcomed.

Papers for the AGM can be examined on or after 
Monday 4th April, during normal business hours, at 

R A Clements Associates,
5 Argyll Square, OBAN, PA34 4AZ

Q. Goldie OBE, Secretary

Oban High School
Pathways Programme 

2011-2012
Volunteer Providers wanted

For further information contact:
Morven Cook, Pathways Administrator on 

01631 564231

KILMALLIE HALL COMMITTEE
Is inviting expressions of interest 

for the following two tenders:

1. Carry out the upgrade of the building’s roofs
2. Installation of a wood pellet heating system
 with radiators and relevant pipe work

For further information and detailed drawings
which can be emailed to applicants by

contacting: dmee@davidmee-architect.co.uk

Closing date for return of tender 
March 25, 2011 to:

Mr J MacDonald
(Chairman Kilmallie Hall Committee)

Merchiston, Banavie
Fort William PH33 7LX

Tel 01397 772443

This project is being part- financed by the 
Scottish Government and the European Community 

Highland LEADER 2007- 2013 Programme
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
10 Renault Grande Modus Dynamique, 1.2 TCi, blue, 7,900 miles ..£9,850
10 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0 DCI 150, Grey, 2500 miles ................£15,350
10 Peugeot 207s, SWHDI Estate, Black, 19,000 miles ....................£10,250
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 11,000 miles .............£10,795
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 17,000 miles...................£9,750
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£14,995
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 12,650 Miles ....................................... £8,500
08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £8,950
08 Nissan Note Tekna, Auto, 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 18,000 Miles ..............£6,850
08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,550
57 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2 TCE, 5Dr, Black, 18,000 miles ..................£6,750
07 Renault Megane Extreme 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, Silver, 18000,  ....£5,650
07 Renault Scenic Dyn, DCI 106, Silver, 26,500 Miles .....................£6,950
07 Renault Clio Campus I’Music, 1.2, 3Dr. Blue, 25,000 Miles ........£4,500
06 Suzuki Ignis GL, 1.4, 5Dr, Red, 43,000 Miles ..............................£3,500
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 Miles ...............................£4,950
55 Renault Clio Exp, 1.2, 5 Dr Black, 19,200 miles ..........................£3,750
54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350
04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£3,250
04 Ford Ka Style, 3dr, blue, 42,000 miles .........................................£2,650

COMMERCIALS

57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...................... £8,000 + vat
02 Renault Kangoo ........................................................ £2,150 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624
Mobile: 07866552902

STOCK LIST

Good deals on car and van rentals + valeting

www.kmfcars.com

09  59 Volkswagen Passat S TDI    £11995
  2.0cc, 4 Door, Saloon, Diesel, Blue, 11,000 miles,
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Front & Rear 
  Electric Windows, Alloy Wheels, Air Con, 1 Owner,
  19 Months Manufactures Warranty,

09 09 Kia Cee’d S     £7695
  1.4cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Silver, 22,000 miles,
  Central Locking, CD Player, Electric Windows, Air Con
  1 Owner, Manufactures Warranty

08 58 Ford Focus Zetec     £8995
  1.8cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Blue, 16,000 miles,
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows,
  Alloy Wheels, Fully Serviced, 1 Owner, 9 Months  
  Manufactures Warranty.

08 08 Ford Focus Zetec TDCI 115    £8995
  1.8c, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Black, 32,000 miles,
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows,
  Alloy Wheels, Air Con, Music Steering Controls, Fully Serviced, 1 Years MOT.

08 57 Volkswagen Polo Match 80    £6795
  1.4cc, 3 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Blue, 33,000 miles
  CD Player, Central Locking, Electric Windows, Fully 
  Serviced, 1 Years MOT.

07 57 Vauxhall Vivaro 2900 SWB    WAS
  2.0cc, Diesel, White, 45,000 miles, 6 Seats, CD Player,  £7995 + VAT
  Remote Central Locking, Electric Windows, Fully Serviced, NOW
  1 Years MOT      £7695 + VAT

07 07 Toyota Auris TR     £7795
  1.6cc, 5 Door, Hatchback, Petrol, Grey, 18,000 miles,
  CD Player, Remote Central Locking, Front & Rear Electric Windows, 
  Alloy Wheels, Fully Serviced, 1 Owner, 1 Years MOT

KMF CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

NEW CARS ARRIVING SOON AND FINANCE AVAILABLE ON ALL CARS

£950 o.n.o.

1996, 85,000 miles
Great condition, Full years MOT
4 brand new tyres, New clutch 

Just serviced
Full service history, 

Mostly VW.

Telephone: 
07590 007006

VW POLO 
GLX

£2350 o.n.o.

4x4, 5 speed manual, 51 reg, 
92,000 miles, Leather seats, 
Multi changer, Full electrics, 
Four new tyres, 11 month 
MOT, Very good condition 
for year, Comfortable and 

reliable.

Telephone: 
07799 164311

JAGUAR X TYPE 
V6

£3600 o.n.o.

vgc and reliable, 
ready for work.

Telephone: 
07733 080339

6 TON 
DUMPER

27’ WOODEN BOAT

Offers around £2,500

Suitable for diving or angling.

Tel: 01599 566231

£350

P reg 122,000 miles No Tax / 
M.O.T Good mechanically but 

needs welding for MOT. 
Can be viewed at 
Craignure, Mull.

Telephone: 
01681 700054

MERCEDES
VITO 108D

£1500 o.n.o.

Automatic, 100,00 miles, 
MOT end June, tax end June, 
Recent front tyres, exhaust , 
brake discs and pads. Good 

reliable workhorse.

Mobile:
07918 889184

MISIBUSHI PAJERO 2.8 
TURBO DIESEL IMPORT

AUDI A3 S-LINE 2.0LT 
TD QUATTRO (55)

£6500

140BHP Quattro, S-Line Manual, Taxed & Tested. Half Leather Seats, ABS, Alloy wheels, Air con-
ditioning, Alarm, Climate Control, Electric windows, Electric door mirrors, Immobiliser, Radio/CD, 

Traction control, Trip computer, 2 wheels have kerb damage comes with spare alloy wheel.
Nice condition throughout with service history. 110,000 miles.

Tel: 07788 400260

£16,000 o.n.o.

2L Turbo Diesel, 5 Berth, 2004, 18,800 
miles, MOT March, 2012, Cooker, Fridge, Gas 
CH, Shower, Toilet, TV & DVD, full Awning, 

Immaculate condition.

Telephone: 
01397 702621 or 

07810 858150

FIAT DUCATO MCLOUIS 
410 MOTORHOME

FOR SALE
STATIC CARAVAN

£5000 o.n.o.

Currently situated at Resipole, Acharacle (new build close to the camp site) 1996 Willerby 
Granada, 35x12, 2 bedrooms, open plan kitchen/living area.

For further information contact Jeff or Alex Forrester 01967 
431698 / 07918640355 or jeff.forrester@btinternet.com

£2000 o.n.o.

32ft, large decking area, must 
be seen, must be off site by 
Dec 2012, suit housebuilds.

Telephone: 
07758 735855

Tyndrum

STATIC 
CARAVAN

£2000 o.n.o.

Customised, pot belly stove, 
32ft, must be seen, must be 

off site by Dec 2012, suit 
housebuilds. Decking area.

Telephone: 
07758 735855

Tyndrum

STATIC 
CARAVAN

£20,500

2003 2 Berth
Taxed till June

MOT till September
Many extras.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 860463

AUTOSLEEPER
LANCASHIRE (NUEVO)

£500 o.n.o.

Taxed till May & 
MOT till July
Good runner.

Telephone: 
01770 302851 

(Arran)

FORD FIESTA 
S REG

£1100

2000
MOT Nov.

New clutch, timing belt and 
brakes.

Good condition
91k miles.

Telephone: 
01770 601319 

(Arran)

FORD FOCUS 
1.6 ZETEC

£2850 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL 
CORSA BREEZE

1.2 Twinport 2005
3 Door Blue

44,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01631 564300

5.3M RIB 
FOR SALE 

£8750 o.n.o.

Hysucat 170 Catarmaran, Hydrofoil, RIB
50hp Evinrude E-Tec Main Outboard, 6hp 4 stroke Johnson Auxiliary Outboard

3 x 22 litre Fuel Tanks, Warps, Bilge Pump, Trailer, Lighting Board, Cover
The complete package ideal work, diving or pleasure boat.

Tel: 07884 314400

WANTED

WANTED for 
cash, caravans, 
caravanettes,
motorhomes,
any make, 

model,
condition,

instant pick-up 
and payment. 

Telephone: 
07751 026953 £1950

2006, 2,600 miles. 
4 new tyres, good 
condition and a 

reliable atv.

Telephone: 
07786 864 877

YAMAHA BRUIN 
350 4X4 AUTO

Tel: 01292 880080/880440
View our full range of new and used vehicles at

www.sandsservices.co.uk

S&S Services Subaru The UK’s No.1 
Subaru Dealer

MARCH
SPECIAL OFFER

Pre Registered 60 plate 
Subaru Forester 2.0X 

from £18990 OTR.
Call now for further details.

Image for illustration purposes only

RIBCRAFT 6.8M
MARINER OPTIMAX 225HP

P.O.A.

MCA Cat 4 for 12 pax, very good condition, 
West Coast of Scotland

Tel: 01471 822806 or 07743 266098



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out
•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.

of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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•PLUMBING & HEATING

CARAVANS FOR SALE
TRALEE BAY HOLIDAY PARK

Off-site Sales – Ex-Hire Fleet
2007 28 x 12 Willerby £7,400

Choice of 3 

On-Site Sales
2008 38 x 12 Caravan £28,000

(Pond Location)
New 38 x 12 Caravan £33,000

(Sea View)

Tralee Bay Holiday Park
01631 720255 or 720217

tralee@easynet.co.uk     www.tralee.com

Emporium Buildings
6 Whitburn Road

Bathgate
EH48 1HH

• TARMAC

PERSONALS

• TRANSPORT

ALBA 
 (Argyll) 

• Household removals
• Light Freight 
• House Clearances
• Antique Valuations
• Furniture
  Transportation.

• SCRAP MERCHANTS

MACDONALD

SCRAP
MERCHANTS

All 4 x 4’s
MOT failures, 
non ferrous, 

old car batteries, 
copper cylinders

 and old cats.
Telephone 

07833 754697

Happy 21st 
Jamie

Love, Mum, Dad, John, 
Amanda, Jordan and Ashleigh

Happy 80th 

love Hicky, Willie, 
Dawn & Lisa xxx

I would like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for the 

lovely cards and gifts I received 
on my 90th birthday. Special 

thanks to the Isles of Glencoe 
for the buffet and lovely surprise, 

Lodge St Kearan for their 

Scotland Women’s Guild for the 
lovely tea and surprise. Many 

thanks to you all for making my 
birthday so memorable.

Jean Owen.

“There shall be a resurrection 
of the dead, both of the 

just and unjust.”

Physical death for you is 
the end of your natural 

life but your soul lives on 
either in heaven or hell. 

Concerning faith in Christ 
be you ready on that day!

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BUMBO red  Benderloch,  

720305.
CHICCO HIGHCHAIR 
hardly used ex condition 
comes complete with 

new, one similar in Argos 
cat, unisex (Oban),  £30 

COT TOP CHANGER 
wooden.  Fits to most cots 
and takes any changing 
mat. Saves bending down! 
Benderloch,  £10 Telephone 

DUAL ELECTRIC 
BREAST PUMP Ameda 
Lactaline, cost £95 new. 
Around 4 years old, but in 
great working order,  £20 

LARGE ROCKING 
HORSE Mamas & Papas. 
Can deliver,  £35 Telephone 

MOSES BASKET + 
STAND round the garden, 
with rocking stand. comes 
complete with removable  
lining + mattress ex 
condition (Oban),  £25 

SAMSONITE POP UP 
TRAVEL COT lightweight 
quick & easy to assemble 
folds away includes 
mattress & zip-up mosquito 
net perfect for travel or rests 

WOODEN COT Ikea, 
2 position base, sturdy, 
Benderloch,  £25 Telephone 

 BOOKS
DONALD MACFARLANE 
of Gifha and Cara.  Sydney 
Smith H.B.  James Clarke 
and Co London 1925 
(Clachan),  £25 Telephone 

HORRID HENRY lots of 
Horrid Henry books 15 
single titles + 2 with DVD’s, 

titles in total,  £15 Telephone 

TOTAL KEYBOARD 
TUTOR,  cost £20, Oban, 
will sell for,  £10 Telephone 

 BUILDING / DIY
50LT WATER TANK 
Ferham Titan, complete 
with lids. Cap 50 gallons, 
W 530mm,L 1420mm, H 

tank, never been used, a real 
bargain,  £49.99 Telephone 
07717 492521.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR CD/RADIO STEREO 
Sendai, used for about a 
year, no longer required, 
good stereo,  £35 Telephone 

R14 T Hankook K702 Tyre. 
Unused, never seen a road, 
mounted on a Fiat wheel,  

RENAULT SCENIC ROOF 

Scenic and RX4, genuine 
Renault Bars. Gutterless, 

Good condition,  £20 

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN COVER 15’ 
as new,  £49.99 Telephone 

 CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

ELVIS PRESLEY 40 
Greatest - double LP, special 
pink vinyl pressing, with 
original sleeve (other LPs 
available separately),  £10 

Ballachulish.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

GENTS SUIT very good 

£45 Telephone 07775 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

M U LT I - F U N C T I O N 

software discs included,  

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

BEKO AAA 
DISHWASHER white, 
good condition,  £49.99 

ELECTRIC  HOB 
Baumatic, 4 solid plates, 
for built-in worktops,  £20 

TALL LARDER FRIDGE 
Beko 9.2 cu ft, good 
condition,  £49.50 Telephone 

DOMESTIC PETS
COCKER SPANIEL 
PUPPIES 3 bitches, 2 dogs, 
various colours,  £450 

STANDARD POODLE 
PUPPIES gorgeous standard 
poodle puppies.2 cream 
girls, 2 black girls and 2 
black boys. Home reared 
and used to children, both 
parents can be seen. Ready 

07922 053473.
TOY POODLE PUP 
beautiful apricot boy, KC 
reg, vet checked and jabs 
done. He has a lovely nature, 
and loves cuddles. Ready 
now, must be seen,  £550 

 EQUESTRIAN
CLYDESDALE 170 COLT 
DOB 1st May 2010, been 
showing as foal, 3rd prize 
Lanark Show, stunning 
colt, £1,500 ono  Telephone 

LOVELY GELDING Bobby 
is a lovely forward going 
horse just been backed 
last august needs to be 
brought on, has a wonderful 
temperament, 14.3h,  £3000 

 FIREARMS
GUN CABINET hammer 
grey, reduced height to store 
broken down shot guns, 2 

weight 45lbs, unused. 
(Clachan),  £49 Telephone 

 FURNITURE

condition, less than a year 
old.  Pick up only,  £49.99 

BED SETTEE 2 seat settee 
in Grey cord by Reid.  Single 
handed easy action sprung 
double bed settee,  £45 

CHILDREN’S SINGLE 
BED white, with drawer,  

314009.
DINING TABLE very good 
condition, 5ft x 3ft, less 
than year old. Pick up only,  

DOUBLE LOFT BED 
Thuka solid pine with 

Mattress not included. 
Underbed headroom 
139cm,  £45 Telephone 

LARGE GREEN 
FOOTSTOOL can deliver,  

314009.
MEXICAN PINE 
CONSOLE TABLE under 
1 year old, excellent 
condition,  £45 Telephone 

REID THREE PIECE 
SUITE blue leather, 
2 x 2 seater sofa plus 
one recliner chair, good 
condition,  £450 Telephone 

SOLID WOOD DINING 
TABLE with walnut effect 

chairs, only 2 months old. 
Excellent condition,  £500 
ono Telephone 07971 

TV CABINET solid 
pine waxed, can deliver,  

314009.
TV/HI FI UNIT low level 
storage/entertainment unit 
by Meredew in real wood 
mahogany veneer, mounted 
on castors, measuring L 

Ballachulish.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

DEMI JOHNS 10 used 
clear glass, can meet in 
Oban Tesco’s car park with 
the Demi Johns.  Telephone 

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HI FI SPEAKERS pair 

speakers, complete with 
separate stands. Speaker 
dimensions 50cm high 
x 32cm x 24cm ,  £40 

Ballachulish.
SONY TV Triton, colour 

STEREO TUNER Denon 
AM-FM Stereo Tuner (Hi-Fi 

in black,  £12 Telephone 

 HOME FURNISHINGS
BEDSPREAD M & S 
quilted patchwork style, 

pastel shades, green, 
yellow, and pink.  Fit double 

CURTAINS M & S fully 
lined cotton, very pretty, 

shades, green, yellow and 

JOHN LEWIS
BEDSPREAD beautiful, 
cream heavy embossed 
cotton with self pattern and 
scalloped edge.  As new 

RUG beige/brown 200 x 

x 300cms, wine/beige. Rug 
120/170cms, wine/brown.  
Can be sold separately,  

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK beech 
effect, excellent condition 

x 720mm(h) plus 250mm 
raiseable shelf,  £40 

FAX/COPIER Samsung 
SF4200, for basic copying 
& fax functions,  £15 

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

KITCHEN WORKTOP 
New, Axiktom Turin Marble 
Laminate, cream with 
blue and brown marbling, 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MARINE UNDER £250
ANCHOR 15lb CQR tyre 
plough,  £49.50 Telephone 

BOARDING LADDER 
Le Step boarding ladder, 
blue colour, unused,  £25 

MOORING WARP new 
20mm 3 strand polyprop 

eye,  £35 Telephone 01397 

MOORING WARPS White 
Nylon 3 strand, 20mm dia, 
14 metres,  £45 Telephone 

NYLON ROPE 20 mtrs 
white Nylon 3 strand rope 
14mm dia,  £30 Telephone 

NYLON ROPE 35 mtrs 
white 3 strand nylon rope 
12mm dia,  £40 Telephone 

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 

songs, 100 tones, 100 
rhythms, cost over £100, 
Oban, reason for sale, tone 
deaf,  £49.99 Telephone 

JOHN THOMSONS 
EASIEST PIANO Course 
complete 1,2,3,4  books 
and CD`s  brand new never 
opened duplicated present 
request,  £25 Telephone 

cost over £25, Oban,  £15 

 PET ACCESSORIES
BIORB FISH TANK vgc, 
can deliver,  £40 Telephone 

FOLDING CAR RAMP 
FOR DOGS medium to 

570955.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep 
your important documents 
safe from dust, dirt, tears 
and creases. A4-£2, A3-
£3. Contact Krisp Print  

PARTY INVITES 
Customised to suit any style 
or occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites 
for £23.50. From Krisp Print  

 TOYS AND GAMES
CHILDREN’S BOSCH 
WORKBENCH Bosch 
branded tool bench with 
various tools, nuts and bolts 
and battery operated drill. 
Includes parts to construct 
vehicles,  £15 Telephone 

ELC WHIZZ AROUND 

lights, petrol pump sounds, 
2 ramps, lift and 2 magnetic 

LARGE DOLL’S HOUSE 
can deliver,  £45 Telephone 

 WANTED
F O O T B A L L 
PROGRAMMES £’s 
£’s £’s paid for football 
programmes, football 
books etc  Telephone  0141 
5717590 anytime.
OLD CARAVANS 
dismantled and removed  

SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals  

WANTED FARM CART to 
suit 14hh cob, any condition Telephone:

01631 568000

Be seen by 40,212* readers 
Audit period Jan 2009 - Dec 2009
*JICREG data as at 01/01/2011
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MEMORIALS

Marine John W. Georgeson, former pupil of Dunbeg 
Primary and Oban High School. Passed for duty for service 
in the Royal Marine Commandos on January 28, 2011. Son 
of proud parents John and Susan Georgeson, Dunbeg and 

grandson of Billy and Carolyn Rayns, Ardrishaig, 
and Flora and the late Hugh Georgeson, Oban.

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

GRADUATIONS

Brian L. McMahon has passed out on March 11, 2011 as a 
Royal Marine Commando. Commando training is deemed 
the longest and hardest basic training in the world. Brian 
is the son of Naomi Laird and Brian McMahon, Oban and 

grandson to David and the late Susan Laird, Oban. Brian is 

is to be drafted to 40 Commando in Taunton, Somerset.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 20 March 2011

Lent 2
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline,
Mull

Mattins .......................11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...........08.00
Evensong ...................20.00

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday
Oban High School 

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 20 March 2011
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

DEATHS
FLATT - Peacefully at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital 
on March 13, 2011, the 
Reverend Canon Roy F 
Flatt, loved and loving 
husband of Andrina 
Ferguson, father of Andrew 
and Alexander, a brother, 
uncle and great-uncle to 
the family, Rector of Christ 
Church Lochgilphead, 
St Columba’s Poltalloch 
and All Saints Inveraray, 
and former Dean of the 
Diocese of Argyll and The 
Isles.  Funeral service to 
be held at Christ Church 
Lochgilphead on March 
22, 2011 at 1.30pm 
followed by interment 
in the church grounds 
to which all family and 
friends are respectfully 
invited.
MACDONALD -
Suddenly, on Wednesday, 
March 9, 2011, at the Lynn 
of Lorne Nursing Home, 
Benderloch, in her 91st 
year, Jane Livingstone, 
(Jean), formerly of 
“Inverdale”, Lonan Drive, 
Oban, loving sister, sister-
in-law and aunt to Douglas, 
Anne and Mairi.
MACKINNON - 
Donnie. Very suddenly at 
Achtriochtan, Glencoe, 
on Thursday, March 10, 
2011.  Funeral service to 
be held in Free Church, 
Caol on Thursday, March 
17 at 1pm, thereafter to 
Glen Nevis Cemetery.
MACKINNON - 
Peacefully at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban on 
Sunday March 13, 2011, in 
her 85th year, Nancy nee 
MacFadyen, beloved wife 
of Alexander, much loved 
mother of John, Alexander 
and the late Charles and 
a loving grandmother. 
Funeral service will take 
place from St. Modan’s 
Church, Benderloch on 
Monday March 21 at 1.00 
pm, thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.
McGREGOR -  Peacefully 
at the Glenaray Ward, Mid 
Argyll Hospital, after a 
short illness, on March 
14, 2011,  Bet McGregor, 
of Blarbuie Farm, 
Lochgilphead. Beloved 
wife of the late Dermid 
and loving mother of 
Christine, Jimmy, Katrina 
and the late Eleanor. Much 
loved granny of Carole, 
David, Kyra and Lorne.  
Dear mother in law of 
George, Carol and Willie. 
A dear friend to many.  
Funeral service will be 
held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church, on Friday  
March 18, 2011,at 1pm, 
thereafter to Achnabreac 
Cemetery.  Family flowers 
only.  Donations, if 
desired, to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care. 
SWEENEY – Peacefully 
at home in Ford Spence 
Court, Benderloch, on 
March 9, 2011, Mary 
MacKenzie, beloved wife 
of Pat, mother of Evan and 
Hughie and grandmother 
of Eilidh and Jamie. 

IN MEMORIAM
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
and grandmother, Betty 
Lyall, who died on March 
19, 1979.
Never a day but in our 
thoughts.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Ann, Angus, Lorne, 
Gordon, Gillian.
ArdnessTiraghoil, Bunessan, 
Mull.

GILLIES – Treasured 
memories of our dear 
daughter, sister, mother and 
auntie, Phemie McCallum 
who passed away on March 
17, 1979.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Mum and all the family, 
Islay, Drymen and 
Kilmarnock.
HAY - In loving memory 
of Jimmy, who died March 
18, 2006. Much loved and 
missed
- Johanna, Donald, Anthea, 
Iain and families.
HOGG  CAMERON - 
Alastair, died March 17, 
2008. 
Dearest Alistair as we loved 
you so we miss you
In our memories you are 
ever dear
Loved, remembered, 
thought of always
Bringing many a silent tear.
- Sister Grace, Colin, 
Shiona, Colin, David and 
Serena.
Serenity, Fort William.
LAFFERTY – In memory 
of our Da John J who passed 
away March 15, 1989.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Denise and 
Kerry.
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of Hector, a 
devoted husband and father 
who died March 18, 2007.
Always in our thoughts.
- Love Mora and Joy.
MACLEAN -  Jennifer 
- precious mum and nana 
goo, who died March 17, 
2008.
Though absent you are very 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear
John Jnr, Lindsay, Finlay 
and Dexter xx 
MACLEOD – In loving 
memory of our dear 
Auntie Annie MacLeod, 
Tobermory, Mull, who died 
March 17, 1987.

For others you lived
Not to receive
But always to give
Forever in our thoughts
And always in our hearts.
And also remembered loved 
ones gone before and after.
- Inserted by Ann, John, 
Alistair, Patricia, Rosyth, 
Fife. 
MACPHAIL -Precious 
memories of  John, a much 
loved son who died on 
March 15, 1995.
Simply the best
- x Dad and Mary x.
NICHOLSON – In loving 
memory of Jessie who died 
March 11, 2000, wife of the 
late Malcolm.
We lost a mum with a heart 
of gold
How much we miss her can 
never be told
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- The Nicholson families. 
ROBERTSON – Mary 
Elizabeth (Rennie).  In 
loving memory of dearest 
mum, one time of Oban.
The memory of your lovely 
smile
Your eyes and how they 
shone
Our hearts still hold your 
gift of love
To us you’ve never gone.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Angela and son-
in-law David (Troon)
ROWAN - In loving 
memory of our grandmother 
Teeny, passed away March 
15, 2009.
You were so loving and 
kind
And we miss you everyday.
- Lots of love from Sean 
and Scott.

Telephone:
01631 568000

The Oban Times, 
enjoyed by 40,212* readers  
Audit period Jan 2009 - Dec 2009
*JICREG data as at 01/01/2011

Liam Griffi  n, from Lerags, Oban, who is cycling from Oban to Glasgow this Friday and Saturday. 16_t11liam1

Pedal power in 
aid of Palestine 
youth group
A CYCLIST from Lerags is 
praying to St Jude for help during 
his cycle ride to raise cash for a 
youth club in the West Bank.

Setting out this weekend on 

Stephen’s Church, in Glasgow 

he can show support for children 
living in the heart of the war torn 
state.

Liam, a professional diver, 
said: ‘I am praying to St Jude, the 
patron saint of hopeless causes, 
to make sure I get down to the 
city on time.

‘I am setting out on Friday and 
I hope to make it to the Scottish 

Friends of Palestine Conference 
on the situation in the Middle 
East by Saturday. 

‘I plan to get to Stirling by Fri-

the next day. 
‘I am raising money for an ecu-

menical youth club which brings 
hope to many children and young 
people in Palestine.

‘People are already offering me 
sponsorship and they have been 
very generous. 

‘If anyone else would like to 
support me I would be happy 
to take a pledge by email at hy-
drotask@sky.com or by mobile 
phone on 07733 007342.’

Spreading the word: David Mitchell prepares to give his presentation at Glencruitten Church Hall.  15_t11davidmitchell01

Oban given a 
taste of life on 
the West Bank
THE SIGHTS and sounds of life under 
occupation were explained in vivid 
detail at a talk in Oban on Sunday.

More than 70 people packed Glen-
cruitten Church Hall to hear David 
Mitchell speak about the three months 
he spent in the occupied West Bank as 
part of the Ecumenical Accompani-
ment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel (EAPPI).

The programme invites people from 
around the world to spend time in the 
West Bank and provide up-to-date 
and reliable information on the situa-
tion there.

David began his stint at the begin-

ning of October last year, returning on 
December 27, and is now involved in 

hosting a number of public meetings 
to tell people of his experiences.

Interest
He said his involvement with EAPPI 

came about through general interest in 
the situation in Israel.

‘After retiring a couple of years ago, 
I decided it was time to do some of the 
things I could not do when I worked,’ 
he said.

He said the idea of holding public 
presentations about his time there was 
to give a true picture of the situation.

any political view – people can make 
up their own minds.’

David has another four presentations 
lined up and said he was happy to give 
his illustrated talk to any group which 
wishes to hear it.

Return trip
As for the future, he and wife Sheila 

have been asked to put their names 
down for a return trip to the West 
Bank should any sudden vacancies 
in the EAPPI programme crop up at 
short notice.

They also plan a short holiday back 
in the area.

The miserable weekend weather couldn’t dampen the enthusiasm of organisers of Oban Congregational Church’s 
monthly coff ee morning. A cuppa and selection of tasty cakes were on off er as was a lunchtime bowl of soup. The 
church is gearing up for one of its main events of the year – the spring fair - which takes place on Saturday April 2 

from 10.30am to 3.30pm. Pictured ready and willing to serve at last Saturday’s coff ee morning are, from left, Anna 
Maughan, Lilian Wren, Lottie Wilson, Gary Gladman and Lyn Meldrum.  15_t11coff ee01

Coffee morning boost for church funds

THOUGHT FOR 

THE WEEK
PEOPLE do not like being told 
what to do. 

We rebel when others try to 
push us around. 

There is a bolshy streak in us 
that is wary of authority. 

An example of this is seen 
in some people’s reaction to 
important health messages given 
out by government or whoever. 

Whilst we all know that 
smoking is dreadful for our 
health, many of us don’t like 
being told to quit. 

Folk think: ‘Of course I should 

guilty!’
Did you notice that national 

No Smoking Day fell on Ash 
Wednesday! 

Now there is a big hint about 
what to give up for Lent, and 
beyond. 

Or is it? For the Christian faith 
should not be about instilling 
guilt to manipulate behaviour; 
and giving up this or that does 
not curry favour with God. 

Rather, across the Christian 
denominations and practices 
there is awareness that 
simplicity, space, time and 
clarity open us to the spiritual. 
So Lenten observance offers us 
the opportunity to focus on the 
positive of faith, rather than the 
negative of giving up. May Lent 
be a breath of fresh air for us all.

Rev Dugald Cameron, 
Kilmore and Oban.

Guest appearance 
for Island Parish’s 
Father Roddy 
FATHER Roddy MacAulay, one 
of the stars of BBC2’s Island 
Parish programme, will be 
making a guest appearance at 
St Columba School’s computer 
fundraiser this weekend.

The chicken keeping priest 
will open The Big Funday at 

from noon until 4pm.
Frances Parkinson, of the 

parent council, said: ‘I don’t 
know if he is bringing his 
chickens but we are really 
looking forward to meeting him. 

‘There will be plenty to do for 
all the family.’ 

Entry is by donation.

Redevelopment 
of Campbeltown      
Old Quay on hold
CASH for the redevelopment 
of Campbeltown Old Quay was 
removed from the council’s 
capital spending programme at a 
meeting last week.

The item was sidelined, with 
the loss of more than £1million 

said they did not have a business 

Sandy MacTaggart, director of 
development and infrastructure, 
said: ‘This item was placed in 
the capital programme without a 
business case. 

‘This is no longer in line with 
how we go about our business in 
Argyll and Bute.

to have a design/feasibility stage 
so we have a real cost and a real 
set of options that we can design 
to. 

Quay. 
‘It is my intention to put the 

the future.’
After the meeting, Councillor 

Donald Kelly said: ‘Given 

Quay to Campbeltown, I felt it 
important to establish why the 
proposed capital sum allocated 

from previously 1.9million to 
0.8million.

‘The response from Sandy 
MacTaggart and his reassurance 

full business case has given me 
some comfort in the short term,’ 
he added. 

‘However, I would stress that 
this work requires to be carried 
as a matter of urgency.’

has formed part of the CHORD 
programme in Campbeltown.

Argyll and Bute Council 
backed plans for the pitch, saying 
otherwise the town may miss out 
altogether on charity funding.

Diverting funds totalling 
£480,000 from a proposed 

argued that without a promise of 
the cash Sports Scotland would 

Council Leader Dick Walsh 
said: ‘The all-weather pitch is on 
the cards and we reacted to bring 

making things happen. 
‘We are being realistic and 

are looking forward to see the 
all-weather pitch and looking for 
support from our colleagues to 
make that happen.

‘I hope that we do not hear a 
request for a delay. 

‘We want to get on with these 

Council support   
for all-weather 
sports pitch
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SHINTY ROUND-UP

Well turned out: Oban Lorne RFC’s first XV have been cutting a dash this season in new tracksuits thanks to sponsors the Waterfront and 
Markie Dans. 15_t09rugbytracksuits01

Results
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Lovat 3, Newtonmore 3 (match abandoned at half time due to 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Beauly 5, Inverness 2 (match abandoned after 79 minutes due to 
snow). Strathglass 0, Lochcarron 0 (match abandoned after 23 

Marine Harvest South Division 1

Marine Harvest North Division 2
Kinlochshiel 3, Skye 0; Lochaber 4, Glenurqhuhart 1. All other 

Marine Harvest South Division 2

Marine Harvest North Division 3
Aberdeen University 4, Lochbroom 0; Ardnamurchan 1, Beauly 

Fixtures
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Fort William v Oban Camanachd (Ted macDonald); 

v Glenorchy (Dunkie Kerr); Kyles Athletic v Lovat (Deek 
Cameron); Newtonmore v Kilmallie (Charles Young).
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Inverness v Caberfeidh (Graham Cameron); Kinlochshiel v 
Beauly (John Angus Gillies); Lochcarron v Skye (Graham 
Irving); Strathglass v Lochaber (Evan Macrae).
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Bute v Oban Celtic (Euan Pearson); Kilmory v Glasgow Mid 
Argyll (Dougie Cameron); Lochside Rovers v Ballachulish 
(Graeme MacMillan); Taynuilt v Kyles Athletic (Ronnie 

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Kilmallie v Newtonmore (John MacLeod); Kingussie v 
Glenurquhart (Jock Matheson); Lochaber v Glengarry (Colin 
MacDonald); Lovat v Kinlochshiel (Innes Wood); Skye v Fort 
William (Robert Morrison).
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Aberdour v Bute (Douglas Ferguson); Ballachulish v Inveraray 

Marine Harvest North Division 3

v Inverness (John Sloggie).

‘A’ League  P  W  D  L   F    A  Pts
St Columba  24  12  8   4   41   23   56
Achadh Na Creige  24   7  10  7   27   26   48
Park   24   9   6   9   37   38   48

‘B’League   P  W  D  L   F    A  Pts
Taynuilt   16  11  0   5   29   11   38
St Columba  16   8   2   6   18   18   34
Lochnell   16   3   2  11   8    26   18
‘C’ League   P  W  D  L   F    A  Pts
Ben Lora   24  17  5   2   41   13   63

Park Sparkies  24  12  4   8   27   20   52
Taynuilt   24  10  6   8   29   17   50
St Columba  24   8   4  12  21   35   44
Salen   24   4   1  19  10   34   33

The young stars of Ben Lora were all smiles after finishing top of the C League.

First Shinty League winners crowned

Rugby players are well turned out

Raring to get back in action 

it’s congratulations to Ben Lora, Taynuilt and St Columba’s, who won 

Organisers of the league said thank-you to all the coaches and 

Terrific Taynuilt were winners of the B League in this year’s indoor 
shinty league. 

AFTER enforced inactivity due 
to the wintry blast last Saturday, 

In the Scottish Hydro Premier 
Division, OBAN CAMA-
NACHD travel to Camanachd 

Kilmallie.
However, Andrew Pearson, 

who was injured in that 3-1 win, 
is still out and David MacMillan 
is also missing due to a ham-

Nigel Evans said: ‘Fort will be a 

take heart from the result against 
Kilmallie and we are going into 

FORT WILLIAM, mean-

for Saturday’s clash at An Aird 

game against Glenorchy last 

Fort remain without Adam 
Robertson, John MacDonald 
and Liam MacIntyre, who are 

Coach Peter MacIntyre is un-
der no illusions the Oban match 
will be a test – and is likely to 

win against Glenurquhart in the 

season and beat them 3-1 on both 
occasions,’ he told The Oban 
Times. 

‘They were both close games 

hard match. 
‘Oban are a big, strong team 

and they will be on a high after 
-

ing game.

as Steven Stewart, who did very 

GLENURQUHART’S home 
game last weekend may have 

snow, but the Drumnadrochit 

clear but the visiting side Invera-
ray only managed to get as far as 
Tyndrum before being forced to 
turn around by the weather.

Glenurquhart have another 
home game on Saturday, this 
time against Kingussie, and 
manager Jim Barr will have 

squad. 
David Girvan’s twisted knee is 

Neil Reid will miss the game 
due to a groin strain and Lewis 
McLennan has work commit-
ments.

Jim said: ‘We usually give 
them a good game at home, but 
we still need to get consistently 
good results against them.

‘They always score a lot of 
goals so if you make a mistake 

tight at the back is key.’
KINGUSSIE will travel to 

Drumnadrochit without injured 

attacker Ronald Ross.

match for two weeks after their 
home game against Kilmallie 

the Dell was covered in snow and 

There are no new injury 
worries for Kingussie manager 
Steven Borthwick, but Ross’ 

at least another two weeks. 
Steven told The Oban Times 

He said: ‘It’ll be a tough match 

teams come away from the Drum 
with anything to show for their 
efforts.

and you feel a bit hemmed in. 
The key for us is for our defence 

front.’
KILMALLIE will look to 

-
tish Hydro Premier League at 
The Eilan on Saturday in a tasty 

Newtonmore.
The Blues should have a full 

lacklustre showing in the 3-1 
loss to Oban Camanachd in their 

Canal Parks.
With the game against Kingus-

sie at The Dell snowed off last 
weekend, Kilmallie chairman 
Hugh MacIntyre reckons The 

new boys to show what they can 
do.

-
tonmore did not do so well last 
week against Lovat, which gives 

the game from the start, I think 
we can do quite well. 

‘As far as I know we will have a 
full team available and nobody is 
injured. We just have to get stuck 

‘I think we should be able to do 
something, although the forwards 

a unit and not as individuals as 
they did against Oban.’

NEWTONMORE travelled to 

go ahead with the game but as 
the snow continued to fall, the 

-
ings at half time.

snow became too much. 
Newtonmore’s Danny MacRae 

books.
Newtonmore manager Norman 

about the cancellation. 
He said: ‘It was the right deci-

sion. There was a fair bit of snow 

Norman feels Saturday’s game 
against Kilmallie will be a tough 
test for his side. 

Camanachd beat them last week. 

for about a year and a half, but 

and we’ll just have to take it as 
it comes.’

LOVAT
hour coach journey south to 
Kyles Athletic on Saturday with-

Ferguson and wing forward Iain 
Nicolson.

Lovat coach John MacRitchie 
admits that Kyles has never been 

for the Kiltarlity men – but is 

Balgate Park until heavy snow 
forced ref Evan MacRae to aban-
don the game at half time. 

John said: ‘We will miss Ewan 

‘We have always struggled 
down there and if we take any-
thing from the game we will be 
very fortunate. I think Kyles will 
be one of the teams to beat this 
year, without a doubt.’

Even before Saturday’s match 
got underway conditions were 

snowman in the middle of the 

Mr MacRae saw the funny 
side - but the man in white was 

underway. 
A Danny MacRae hat-trick 

for Newtonmore cancelled 
out Lovat’s goals from James 

and Owen Ferguson before the 
snow closed in.

Leading the league after the 
KYLES 

ATHLETIC

Hydro Premier Division.
This Saturday the free-scoring 

who struggled against Kingus-

season.
INVERARAY’S

-
urquhart last weekend was cut 
short after they met a ‘blizzard’ 
of snow at Tyndrum.

It is therefore a welcome tie at 
home this weekend against one of 
their nearest shinty neighbours, 
Glenorchy.

Out this Saturday are the 

talisman Gary MacPherson 
but Russell McKinlay, Euan 
McMurdo and Ruaraidh Graham 
are welcomed back into the fold.

Manager John Smylie said: 
‘Although Dalmally is close by 
I don’t think this has ever been 
considered a derby match for 
us. However, they have a young 

‘Saying that, I think we will be 
a strong team at home this season 
and if we take our chances on 
Saturday we should be okay.’

GLENORCHY’S injury wor-
ries don’t seem to have eased 

– just as well they only have to 
go 15 miles over Cladich Hill for 
the tie.

The Dalmally men still have 

Burgh.
Manager Allan MacKechnie 

-
ray to be on the front foot for the 

be looking to counter that.
‘The boys will know what 

‘We know it will be a tough 
game.’

Both teams endured heavy 

they suffered at the hands of 
Kyles Athletic. 

In Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 1,  SKYE CAMANACHD 
coach Nui MacDonald says he 
is resigned to working with a 

squad well into the season.

to the mainland to work has left 
Skye with a distinctly youthful 

The Oban Times 
ahead of Saturday’s game at 
Lochcarron, he said: ‘I think we 
are going to have the same story 

are a lot of changes from last 
year.

‘But that’s maybe not a bad 
thing, because we brought in a 
few young guys. Lochcarron are 
notoriously hard to break down 
and it will be tough – but we are 

and I think that could be to our 
advantage.’

LOCHCARRON and Strath-

their game last weekend, but 
eventually the snow became too 
much, forcing the game to be 
abandoned after 23 minutes.

With the score at 0-0, both 
sides agreed the conditions were 
too bad to continue, and the tie 
will be rearranged later in the 
season.

home to Skye this weekend. Skye 

stronger sides in the division but 

of the season 2-0 to Strathglass. 

game with Inverness, and will be 
looking to use their home advan-
tage to get the win on Saturday.

LOCHABER manager 
Michael Delaney says winning 

-
ing Strathglass on Saturday.

was called off early on Saturday 
morning after heavy snow left 

-
able. Michael agreed it was the 
right decision and said he was 

from making a long and fruitless 
journey.

have a full squad available for 
Saturday’s game. Michael de-
scribed Donald MacRae’s return 
to the team after being unavail-
able due to work commitments 
as ‘a big boost’.

had a very good result in their 

Skye,’ he said, ‘so they’ve obvi-

‘If we can control the middle 

team. They were maybe a little 
bit rusty last week, but now that 
they’ve got a game under their 

gone.’
KINLOCHSHIEL are look-

to the season against Beauly at 
Balmacara.

Inverness last Saturday before a 

just 10 minutes left, while the 

match with Skye Camanachd 

‘Shiel coach Johnston Gill 
knows the green and whites 

-

match last Saturday.
‘Beauly were lucky enough to 

get 70 minutes under their belt 
on Saturday,’ he said. 

‘The more games you get at 
this stage of the season the better 
and unfortunately we did not get 
any time at all against Skye last 
Saturday.

we can handle that. The team is 
big enough and strong enough to 
do a job for me.

shinty team so at this stage of the 

do what we have to do.’ 
Moving on to Marine Harvest 

South Division 1, it may have 
been snowing, but OBAN 
CELTIC’S game against Kil-
mory last Saturday was cancelled 
only after both teams made it to 
Ganavan for the tie. 

The Oban side face arguably 
their toughest game this season 
when they travel to Bute but will 
be buoyed by the return of Lee 
Askew and Neil Carmichael to 
the squad.

Manager Davy Hamilton said: 

game was cancelled last week. 

after that the snow started falling 
and you couldn’t see the lines.’

tough game this weekend because 
Bute have almost the same team 

last season. If we get anything 
down there, it will be a bonus.

‘Lee and Neil should travel 

so I doubt they will start.’
TAYNUILT coach Fraser 

-

refusing to be drawn into 

against league newcomers Kyles 
Athletic.

Having had one season in divi-
sion one under their belts, Fraser 
insists the young Taynuilt side is 

team. 
‘As a result, their second team 

‘We are still at the stage where 

consistency, as this is only our 
second season in this division. 
We’re not thinking about who 
we should, and shouldn’t, be 
beating. We’ll go into this game 
looking to win but the boys are 
still learning.’

Fraser is selecting the team 
this Saturday in the absence of 
team manager Davy Thomson, 

LOCHSIDE ROVERS co-
manager David McInnes admits 
he doesn’t know much about a 
rejuvenated Ballachulish side 
but is all too aware of the threat 

Rankin, who has been re-signed 
from Skye Camanachd.

few times before,’ he said. 

we’ll be watching out for him but 
I don’t know much else about 
Ballachulish.

‘We have a full squad available 

match on Saturday.’

for Lochside on Saturday will be 
Ewan MacCorquodale, who has 
left the club by mutual consent.

BALLACHUL-
ISH will face a stern test at 

Rovers.
Manager Willie Sutherland 

admits the young Lochside team 

side on their home turf.
He said: ‘I think they beat us 

down there last season and they 
are a very good young team. It’s 
a game I’m looking forward to 
because it will be a real test of 
my team.’

Darren Sutherland and Scott 
Rodger will be missing for 
Ballachulish this Saturday.

Last weekend’s game against 

travelling.
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LADIES SHINTY

TEN PIN BOWLING

Lovat Ladies

Livercaol increase 
their lead

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Underdogs are the 
champions

Endurance series
MOUNTAIN BIKING

AS LOWER alpine resorts lose their snow cover in spring sunshine, 
Lochaber’s ski centres are boasting beautiful powder conditions after 
last weekend’s blizzards.

Both Glencoe and Nevis Range received half a metre of new snow to 
provide a late season bonanza for skiiers.

Marketing manager Heather Negus reported on Monday afternoon 
that conditions were ‘fantastic’.

‘Overnight there was more snow and drifting on westerly side of 
fences,’ she said. ‘All runs are complete. It is possible to ski anywhere 
across the mountain. Grooming is coming up very well. Back Corrie 
is unpatrolled until avalanche risk reduces which is currently high.’

Up at Glencoe, marketing manager Daniel Loots said an ‘incredible’ 
amount of snow had fallen – almost burying the restaurant at car park 
level. 

He told snowsports enthusiasts: ‘All runs have masses of fresh and 

LOVAT Shinty Club have an-
nounced they now have a ladies 
team, who will be entered into 
North Division 2 development 
league. 

New recruits Gemma Bell and 
Gillian Currie will be taking the 
team and are currently holding 
training sessions.

Any ladies in the area are 
welcome to come along, so 
please get in touch.

Training is on Sundays at 
Balgate Park from 2pm and on 
Thursday evenings in Tomna-
cross Primary 7.30 to 8.30pm.

THE GAP in the weather was 
slightly shorter than expected for 
Lochaber Athletic Club’s Larig 
Mhor race on Saturday as winter 
returned with a vengeance.

-
ter league race of the season were 
given a reminder of snowy days 
past with a tailwind through the 
Larig Mhor and a full on brain 
freeze down the road toward the 

Highland League
Deveronvale 9
Fort William 0

FORT WILLIAM will be looking 
to bounce back from their 9-0 
humbling against Deveronvale 
when they host Strathspey 
Thistle in the Fosters High-
land League Cup on Saturday.

The Lochaber side were miss-

the trip to Banff, forcing manager 
Calum MacLean to name two 
young trialists in his starting 
eleven. 

One of the players missing was 
goalkeeper John Campbell, whose 

U17s Football
Fort William 9

Strathspey United 1
FORT William U17s restarted 
their season after the winter break 
with a bang, thrashing Strathspey 
9-1 at Claggan Park on Sunday.

Despite the wintry conditions 
both sides started with real intent 
but the home side made the break-

Logan Barker slotted in after a 
one-on-one with the Strathspey 
keeper.

Fort were soon two goals ahead 
when Martin Munro scored from 

UNDERDOGS have been 
crowned champions of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
winter 10 pin bowling league.

the scratch and handicap 
divisions after a close battle 
with Alleycats, who ended up 
second in both leagues by just 
two points. Council came in 
third in the scratch league whilst 
Rotavators were third in the 
handicap division.

The season’s highest scratch 
game and highest scratch 
two-game series both went to 
Alleycats with 669 and 1,232. 
Underdogs had the top handicap 
game with 908.

Alleycats’ Pam Weller was 
the top individual player with 
the top scratch average of 146, 
with Council’s Brian Stewart 
second on 144.

The top scratch game went to 
Matt Ball of Underdogs, who 
rolled 221, followed by Ardtoe’s 
Tim Attack with 216. Tim also 
had the top handicap game 
with 278 and the top two-game 
scratch series with 382.

A singles league will now start at 
the Nevis Centre and run into May.

Skye Dolphins swimmers Ruth Gordon and Rebecca Smith show off 
their medal haul from the championships. 

BALLACHULISH Shinty Club 
second team and Kinlochleven 
High School shinty team are the 
proud possessors of brand new 
strips – thanks to local businesses 
The Ice Factor and Lochside 
Garage.

The school has strong ties with 
their local club – several pupils 
play for Ballachulish and school 
shinty players regularly attend 
club training sessions – and that 
bond was strengthened when the 
new kit was unveiled at Balla-

LIVERCAOL have increased 
their lead at the top of the Ali 
Young Winter League to seven 
points after beating NGTW 3-1 
on Sunday night at the Nevis 
Centre.

Nearest rivals Lochaber 
Leisure’s game was postponed 
after their opponents Caley Jags 
showed up late. Goon Squad 
took advantage and moved into 
second with a 3-2 win over All 
Trades.

Funky Five are fourth after a 
3-1 win against Ballachulish.

HW Energy moved further 
clear of the bottom of the league 
with a 3-0 victory against 
Achintore FC. Crazy Crofter, 
who lost 3-0 to Caol, are now 
seven points adrift.

Young Skye
swimmers 
come home 
with the medals
TWO YOUNG swimmers from 
the Isle of Skye have returned 
home from the North District 
Age Group Championships at 
Inverness Aquadome with an 
armful of medals.

Rebecca Smith and Ruth Gor-
don, who swim for Portree-based 
club Skye Dolphins, faced a gru-

over Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th 
March.  

But Broadford girl Rebecca and 
Ruth, from Kensaleyre near Por-
tree, came through with a series 
of outstanding performances to 
the delight of club coaches and 
supporters.

Swimming in the girls’ 13-14 
year-old section, Rebecca’s re-
sults scored: 100 Freestyle - 5th in 

Medley – Silver.
Ruth, meanwhile, also claimed 

her share of success in the pool, 
breaking the North District 
record in the 200 breaststroke to 
take gold.

Swimming in the 10-12 year-

Snow bonanza: Glencoe Mountain owner Andy Meldrum at the car park restaurant – after it had been dug out. 

old section, Ruth’s other results 

200 Freestyle – 4th

-

200 Individual Medley - Gold 

– Gold.

age group and was awarded the 
Grampian Television Rosebowl 
for having accumulated the most 
points.

Delighted club secretary Peter 
Gordon told The Oban Times: 
‘This meet was against the cream 
of north swimmers taking in all 
the Aberdonian clubs and up 
to Shetland. It was a fantastic 
achievement by both girls con-
sidering the accumulative total of 
swims each of them had. 

‘They are an inspiration to the 
other kids, who see what can 
be achieved. Skye Dolphins are 
really highly thought of now. 
We are going to an awful lot of 
meets now compared to when we 
started, and bigger ones too.’

Coached by Rod Hall, the 
Dolphins have made something 
of a splash in the north swim-
ming scene in recent years. The 
40-member club boasts several 
outstanding swimmers, includ-
ing Rebecca and Ruth, who are 
regularly challenging rivals from 
much bigger clubs such as Nairn 
and Elgin for honours. 

drifted snow. And we have the best conditions of the season so far. 
‘We are still digging on the mountain so bear with us. All lower 

slopes are open, main basin t-bar now running and upper slopes are 
in good condition.

wind packed powder, but Flypaper is closed due to high avalanche 
risk. Skiers report the run down to the car park as being ‘awesome’.

Glencoe Mountain manager Angela Dingwall told The Oban Times 
on Monday: ‘We are quite busy today and have around 350 people 
on the mountain. Our operations director Bobby Munro says he has 
never seen so much snow on the plateau. We are hoping for a fabulous 
weekend.’

Fort as the wind turned head on.
This didn’t deter the top three 

Ross and Ben Thomson all using 
their local knowledge to blast 
home in 1hour 33minutes, 1.35 
and 1.38 respectively.

First lady was Amanda Black-
hall in 1.46 with Lucy Prins 
second and Sarah Johnston third 
in 1.54.

Many thanks to all helpers and 
marshals for freezing their feet 
off and well done to taking part.

Results (Lochaber AC unless other-

- Prins 1.53.24.

Winter returns with a vengeance for Larig Mhor race

‘Fantastic’ conditions at Lochaber ski centres

ATHLETICS

Mixed fortunes for Fort William
injured back may also keep him 
out of action this weekend. De-
fender Stephen Hendry is likely 
to miss the match as he has not 
yet fully recovered from broken 
ribs, but the other absent players 
should be back in the team. 

Assistant manager James An-
nette said the team were looking 
forward to the cup game. He The 
Oban Times: ‘I think it’s going to 
be a good game. It was close last 
time we played them, and we’re 
relishing the opportunity to have 
another go at them.’

Then it’s back to regular league 
action on Wednesday when 

Fort play their rearranged game 
against Rothes at Claggan Park. 
The sides drew 3-3 when they 
last met back in September, and 
James is hoping his side can go 
one better and get the win that 
would move them off the bottom 
of the league.

He said: ‘If we can get a result 
against Rothes we can move 
above Strathspey. Rothes have 
a much better goal difference 
than us but we can put ourselves 
up there with them. That’s what 
we’re hoping for.’

a Lewis Campbell cross. Good 
defensive work from the Lochaber 
youngsters prevented Strathspey 
getting back into the match, and 
the game was effectively over as 
a contest after 30 minutes when 
Raymond Munro scored a quick-

The scoreline got even better 
for Fort before half time. Andy 
McLean scored arguably the 
goal of the game with a diving 
header before Munro completed 
his hat trick to make it 6-0 at the 

the second half after Strathspey 

scored early on. But further goals 
from Darren Kennedy, Barker 
and a fourth from Munro meant a 
comfortable home victory.

Fort’s next game should prove 
more of a challenge when they 
take on unbeaten Wick Academy 
at Claggan Park on Sunday.

Team: Bradley Cameron, Paddy 
Toal, Kieran Lopez, Darren Kennedy, 
Farquhar MacRae, Martin Munro, 
Lewis Campbell, Andy McLean, 
Chris MacLeod, Logan Barker, 
Raymond Munro, Cameron Melrose, 
Gordie Jamieson, Dale MacFadyen, 
Connor Wilson, Scott MacLean.

FOOTBALL

Kinlochleven High School head John McGilp, front right, shows off 
the new strip with Ballachulish second team. 10_f11strips01

chulish’s opening game of the 
season against Strachur at Jubilee 
Park.

Head teacher John McGilp lined 
up with the Ballachulish squad in 
their new kit.

He told The Oban Times at the 
photocall: ‘I think this an ideal 
example of a local sports club, the 
school and local businesses work-
ing together in the community.’

SHINTY

Local businesses sponsor
new shinty strips 

SWIMMING

SKIING

FORT WILLIAM-based No 
Fuss Events have announced 
Llandegla in north Wales as 
the venue for the third of its 
Benromach 10 hour mountain 
bike endurance series.  The move 

foray south as their portfolio of 
events increases. 

No Fuss have welcomed former 
trial world champion Ben Savage 
on board to help promote the 
Welsh leg on August 20.

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club paid tribute to its talented clutch of 
young players at the annual junior awards night in the clubhouse on 
Friday night.

A good turnout of players and parents heard junior convener and 
Level 1 PGA coach John Ross tell how the club now had seven Level 
1 coaches to help develop young talent.

Successes throughout the season included John’s son Alasdair and 
Craig Brown winning the Nairn Junior Open and Michael Lawrie 
winning the handicap section at Inverness Golf Club Junior Open.

Scott MacEachan earned 3rd place in the Highland Schools Champi-
onship at Spey Valley Golf Course, while John’s son Lorne claimed a 

and now receives training from the SGU at Nairn Dunbar, while Iain 
MacCallum and Craig continue to receive training from the North 
District in the Inverness area.

In the scratch competitions, Alasdair Ross won the Willie Brown 
Shield, the JR Championship Trophy, the Croft Motor Services Junior 

Sweeney Memorial Trophy. Neil Donald, Lorne Ross and Michael 
Lawrie shared the honours in the handicap section.

Junior winners, left to right, Alasdair Ross, Lorne Ross, Michael 
Lawrie and Neil Donald.    Photo – Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£800

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
D Smith, Port Charlotte, Islay and J Burt, Millpark Avenue, Oban

OT
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YOUTH FOOTBALL 

FOOTBALL

Saints youth 
results and fixtures

Over-35s Indoor 
League

            P  W  D  L Pts
Trialists             7   7   0   0  21
Taynuilt             7   6   1   0  19
Teachers               9   5   1   3  16
Hydro             7   5   0   2  15
Spartak             8   4   0   4  12
Emergency           9   3   2   4  11
WCM             8   3   1   4  10
Seil             8   3   0   5    9
Clan Trees           9   1   0   8    3
Owen Sails          8   0   1   7    1  
Results: Clan Trees 7, Teachers

10; Emergency 4, Owen Sails 4.

FRIDAY

6

19

Thursday
Light rain.

Winds moderate, westerly.
Temperatures -1ºC to 6ºC

Friday
Light rain.

Winds moderate, south, south westerly.
Temperatures -1ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Sunny intervals and scattered showers.
Winds moderate, south, south westerly.

Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -Moderate

Kennacraig to Islay - Moderate

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 17, 2011

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 03.54 3.6 10.24 1.1 16.31 3.6 22.14 0.8
Fri 04.36 3.9 11.06 0.7 17.06 3.8 23 01 0.4                 
Sat 05.15 4.1 11.45 0.5 17.39 4.0 23.45 0.1
Sun 05.53 4.3 12.23 0.3 18.14 4.1 **.** *.*
Mon 00.29 0.0 06.31 4.3 13.01 0.3 18.50 4.1
Tues 01.13 0.1 07.08 4.1 13.40 0.4 19.27 4.0
Wed 01.57 0.2 07.46 3.9 14.21 0.6 20.07 3.8
TidalConstants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

Weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

Tides
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

OT

ALL games involving Oban
Saints youth teams were
cancelled last weekend due to
the weather.

13s v Dalvait; Clydebank BC v

RUGBY
FOOTBALL

RUGBY ROUND-UP

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
  P W D L F A Pts
Oban Saints 13 7 4 2 33 17 25
Kilpatrick 8 6 1 1 18 11 19
Greenock HSFP 10 5 2 3 14 13 17
St Josephs 10 5 0 5 16 23 15
Castlemilk 8 3 1 4 14 16 10
Arkleston 5 2 2 1 13 11 8
Thorn Athletic 7 2 1 4 11 18 7
Aikenhead 4 1 2 1 8 5 5
Cambria 8 1 1 6 6 11 4
Inverclyde 7 0 2 5 11 19 2

Saints seniors top 
premier division

FOOTBALL 
OBAN Saints are top of the
Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division albeit they
have played more games than
anybody else, because they were
knocked out of all the cups in the
early rounds this season.
This was very disappointing
considering they reached the

twice in the last four years.
The Oban side have the points

on the board and a superior
goal difference, so it’s up to the
other teams to win their games
and catch them. Kilpatrick and
Greenock look to be the main
threat, but Aikenhead could
make a late challenge for the
title.
Saints were awarded the three

points in an abandoned game
against Thorn Athletic which is
not included in this league table
as the team from Johnstone may
appeal against the decision.
The Oban side have no game

this Saturday.

Winter League Table as at 6/3/11
   P          W        D        L         Pts         
Saints Boys (under 11s) 19         15         3         1         48
Warriors  19         15         2         2         47
Stoddarts  19         12         4         3         40
Wolves   19           9         5         5         32
Oban Saints (under 12s) 19           8         4         7         28
Lochnell  18           5         4         9         19
Stoddy Boys  19           4         1       14         13
Thistle   18           2         3       13           9
Tralee   18           0         2       16           2

called off after the heavy snow which fell on Saturday evening
left the 3G community pitch unplayable.
The league will resume this Sunday at the usual time.

Snow calls a halt

SIX teams of primary pupils
from schools in and around
Oban were leaping, crawl-
ing, rolling and running as
part of last week’s Atlantis
Leisure Inter-schoolAthletics
Championship.

The pupils of P4 and P5
were operating at full tilt as
they demonstrated their abili-

Pupils had to negotiate an 
obstacle course as part of the 
day’s competition. 15_t11athlet1

ties at the sport centre for the

Competing in groups of

North Lorn A, Dalmally and
Easdale.

The winning team, by the
narrowest of margins, was
Rockfield A, with Park A
only just missing out on the
top prize.

ATHLETICS

Inter-school athletics 
held at Atlantis OBAN Lorne ladies will play

-
son at Glencruitten this Sunday at
noon against Grangemouth.

Dolphin Scottish Girls Bowl at

TWO OBAN High School
pupils represented Glasgow
Warriors under-17s in a grudge
match against Edinburgh last
Wednesday.

LockforwardMagnusBradbury
and centre Angus MacCallum
both started in the 26-7 defeat.

against Caledonia and Magnus is

Argyll and Bute rugby development officer Billy Thomson, centre, is pictured with Argyll and Bute 
RFC chairman and sponsor Dave Sturrock, left, and Scottish Rugby Community Coach Allan Wright. 

15_t11sponsor01

Pictured at Friday’s Ryan MacPhail Memorial Dinner are, from left, Neil Horne, Gordon Smith, Alan 
MacPhail, Frank MacAvennie and Roddy McCuish. t11macphail1

Legends help 
raise £10,000 
for Ryan fund
THE Ryan MacPhail Memo-
rial Fund had its most successful
fundraiser ever at its sportsman’s
dinner in Oban on Friday, raising
£10,000.

The capacity crowd at the
Argyllshire Gathering Halls en-
joyed tales from guest speakers,

president, pundit and football
agent Gordon Smith, and Frank
MacAvennie, the former Celtic
player most famously lampooned
by comedian, Jonathan Watson.

Also at the top table were Neil

REPORT
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

Horne, the chairman of Oban
FM and past secretary of the
Argyllshire Gathering Games,
and local councillor, Roddy Mc-
Cuish.

Ryan’s mother, Amanda, said
the family were delighted with
the turnout.

Proud
She said: ‘We are so proud that

the evening was a sell-out and
that everybody seems to enjoy
helping us keep Ryan’s memory
alive and to whom and where all
the money raised goes.

‘I still have money coming in,
but we are near the £10,000 mark,
and yes, that is the most money
raised in one single event.

‘Frank MacAvennie did a
great impersonation of Jonathan
Watson impersonating Frank
MacAvennie, Gordon Smith had
some great Old Firm Stories and
Councillor Roddy McCuish had
the hall in stitches as usual with
his hilarious tales featuring local
characters.’

Alan and Amanda MacPhail
set up the fund in 2005 after
their son Ryan died in a tragic
sledging accident in 2003.

The fund has helped numerous
local groups and causes since it
was founded, handing out over
£25,000 in grants as well as
funding as funding a number of
children’s parties.

THE Fort William Table Tennis
leagues are well underway and
in the third division, Jim Hinch-
ley is well in the lead, but having

his lead last Monday as George

fought games.
George Rogers then went on to

beat George Harper 3-2.
Division 2 leader Chris Diain

has only suffered one defeat so
far, to Peter McCrae in an epic
match. Peter eventually won
3-2.

In Division 1, last year’s winner
Monte Bleasdale leads the table
followed closely by John Grant,

who has a comfortable lead over
third placed Angus MacDonald.

21, sees the start of the annual
open for singles and doubles.

The action gets underway at
6.30pm and continues through
to 9pm.

All are welcome.

Jim leads the way as table 
tennis league season starts

Business boost for rugby development in region
TWO OBAN businesses have
stepped in to help make up a
shortfall in funding for rugby
development in Argyll and Bute.

The position of rugby devel-

has been funded by Argyll and
Bute Council, the Scottish Rugby

however, the Scottish Schools
Club is withdrawing funding at
the end of this month.

Support
Financial support from the Dave

Sturrock Yachting and AMP
Electrical Services has been
topped up by the lottery grant
body Sports Match Funding.

Sponsor Dave Sturrock is also
chairman of Argyll and Bute
Rugby Football Club.

He said: ‘Billy is trying to reach
areas of Argyll and Bute where
children perhaps haven’t been

are only too happy to help.’
Billy added: ‘This sponsorship

is essential if the post is to con-
tinue and we are to carry on the
developing the sport in the area.

‘My aim is to now try to reach
some of the most rural parts of
the county.’

Mull push league leaders
to the end in tight game

West League 2
Mull 10, Paisley 12

league leaders Paisley - a game
that was in jeopardy not from
the cold weather conditions but
by the allocated referee missing
the ferry.

After some frantic phone calls
between the two sides, local ref-
eree Donald Morrison rescued

what turned out to be a frustrat-
ing game for the home team.

Mull welcomed back several
players to the starting line-up
and began the match with intent,
forcing pressure onto a sluggish
Paisley side.

Most of the opening 20 minutes
was played with Mull on the at-
tack, although they were unable
to unlock a resolute defence, and
all Mull could muster from this

period of pressure was a Patrick
Carmichael penalty after Paisley
handled in the ruck.

Mull continued the half on the

pass to cross the line.
From the restart Mull were

determined to force the game
and after a gathered kick, full
back Sean Black returned the
ball from the Mull half leaving
the Paisley defence in tatters
to score a great individual try
which Carmichael converted to
make the score 10-0.

But on big moments games
are won and lost and Mull al-
lowed Paisley a foothold in the
game when a kick in behind the
defence was poorly dealt with.

The ball was intercepted by the
Paisley backs, who ran it in for a
soft converted try.

Mull pressed on through their
forwards and were starting to

gain the upper hand when an
ill-placed off load was inter-

in the corner with the conversion
missed.

Mull still had time to rescue

minutes of the match camped on
the Paisley line, but no matter
how much they tried they could
not breach the visitors’ defence.

visitors claim a narrow win,
although Mull will feel that they
did enough to win the game,
just lacking the correct decision
making at crucial times.

THE Mull RFC under 16 
squad recently took delivery of 
a new set of strips courtesy of 
local diving and marine con-
tract specialists North West 
Marine.

The company, which is an 

range of services to the marine 
industry, such as mooring and 
pontoon installation and pier 
and slipway maintenance, and 
was happy to offer support to 
the efforts made by the players 
and volunteers at Mull RFC.

Youth coach Gerry Ralston 
said he was delighted that Tony 
and Nicky Ratcliffe, of North 
West Marine, had offered this 
sponsorship as the youth side 
have had to make do with an 
old set of senior strips that 
were literally falling apart. 

He said: ‘Our players now 
not only play the part they also 
look the part. 

‘If any youngster would 
like to get involved with the 
Mull youth section, they train 
on a Thursday afternoon at 
Tobermory High School and at 
Garmony on a Sunday morn-
ing.’

Determined islanders pipped by Paisley



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 175
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 175
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 175
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


