
Established 1861  No 8397 Thursday 8 March, 2018 www.obantimes.co.uk 90 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Former councillor and 
Oban resident
Neil MacIntyre

The idea of 
care in the 
community 
is great, if 
you have the 
money and 
sta�  to do it 
”

CORRAN HALLS 
14th– 16th MARCH  

7:30pm 
Tickets £6 concession £5 
Season Ticket £15 & £12 

 

Box office 01631 567333 
 

9 plays over 3 nights 
 

 
Scottish charity number: SC025659  

Annual pass 
READER OFFER

WIN a spot at Oban Live 2018
see page 14 for details

competition 2018
competition 2018

see page 15

www.obantimes.co.uk

see page 15see page 15

A  MUM’S appeal to get 
life-saving medical supplies 
out to Yazidi refugees in Iraq 
has reached its target.

Fiona Bennett from North 
Connel has raised £10,000 to 
get urgently-needed cargo to 
two hospitals and a mobile 
clinic in Sinjar. She plans to 
fly out in April with journalist 
friend Faith Orr and spend 
two weeks volunteering 
alongside medics treating 
hard-to-reach people, many 
of whom are still living in the 
mountains after fleeing there 
in 2014 when Isis took their 
city.

This week Yazidi activist 
Farhad Sh, who lives in 
France, got in touch with Ms 
Bennett to donate the final 
funds she needed. Mr Sh is a 
volunteer for Polish organisa-
tion Orla-Straz which trans-
lates to Eagle Watch, helping 
children who have suffered at 
the hands of terrorists.

Ms Bennett’s campaign was 
also picked up on a website, 
run by charity Yazda, by 
former RAF and NATO ser-
geant Chris Mack who is now 
helping with delivery logistics 
through Birmingham-based 
Sordinan Transport. 

‘They saw my cry for help 
and they all clubbed together 
to make it happen,’ said Ms 
Bennett. ‘We’ve raised the 
£10,000, but I’m asking peo-
ple not to stop giving. Every 
extra £450  means I can take 
out extra medicines. Thank 
you to everyone.’ 

To donate, go to https://goo.
gl/8yKgc7 

Mum meets 
mercy 
mission 
target

Call for care in the community 
rethink as big budget cuts bite 
THE ORGANISATION tasked 
with delivering health and social 
care in Argyll and Bute will 
have to make £14 million worth 
of cuts in the next financial 
year, meaning it won’t be able to 
deliver its strategic plan.

The Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) has to 
deliver additional savings of be-
tween £5 million and £6 million 
on top of the £8 million already 
planned for 2018-2019.

However, the situation could 
have been worse. The HSCP was 
anticipating savings totalling 
£18.1 million.

Argyll and Bute Council’s poli-
cy lead for health and social care 
Kieron Green said: ‘It’s a very 
difficult budget. It’s looking like 
there’s not going to be sufficient 
resources available to deliver 
our strategic plan.’

Former councillor and Oban 
resident Neil MacIntyre thinks 
how care in the community is 
delivered needs to be re-organ-
ised.

‘We can’t keep struggling on 
like this,’ he said.  

‘The hospitals can’t fill nursing 
vacancies and care companies 
can’t get staff.

‘The idea of care in the com-
munity is great, if you have the 
money and the staff to do it.

‘We need to rethink how 
we look after everyone in the 
community. I don’t think we 
can deliver everyone getting 
individual care at home. There’s 
not enough of us to do it.

‘The best thing we can do to 
sort out the problem of lack of 
staff is to build a new care home 
so staff can look after more 
people in one area.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

‘The distances we are asking 
people to cover is crazy. We are 
a rural area.’

Mr MacIntyre would also like 
to see the community involved 
in the decision-making.

‘It’s a difficult situation, but 
I think everyone has to be 
involved in these decisions. 
These decisions are too big and 
too important for us not to have 
a say. Why isn’t the community 
involved in some of this plan-
ning? I think there’s going to be 
massive decisions, but what are 
they? Surely we should all be 
involved.’

Mr Green added: ‘Within 
Argyll and Bute, we want to pro-
vide services locally for people. 
We want to provide them in such 
a way that people don’t have 
to go to a hospital or go into 
a care home if we can deliver 
services to them by providing 
care in their own homes and 
encouraging people to retain 
their independence.

‘We are working on it. We have 
had a few meetings already.’

Caroline Whyte, chief finan-
cial officer of the HSCP, said: 
‘While this improvement to 
the financial position is clearly 
welcomed, the fact remains we 
still have a very large budget 
gap and will require to identify 
and deliver new savings as well 
as continuing to meet increasing 

demand for health and social 
care services and rising costs 
due to inflation.

‘It is particularly difficult for 
the HSCP to plan for service 
changes in the future with a 
continually changing financial 
picture, as we are reliant on 
annual funding allocations from 
the council and health board.’

Proposed changes to services 

are being reviewed to address 
the budget gap.

‘However, it is clear at this 
stage some of those proposed 
service changes will not be in 
line with our strategic plan ob-
jectives,’ Mrs Whyte added.

‘These will potentially pose 
the Integrated Joint Board (IJB) 
with very difficult decisions to 
make with conflicting priorities 

in relation to maintaining qual-
ity of care, meeting treatment 
and waiting time performance 
standards, and ensuring a bal-
anced budget.’

The papers will be made public 
on Wednesday March 21 and 
will be presented to the IJB on 
Wednesday March 28, when the 
board will consider approving 
the changes.

The Oban as a University Town project was showcased at an event in the Corran Halls last Thursday. Students from Ballet West 
dance school, one of four higher education campuses in the Oban area, entertained an audience of almost 300 people. Ten project 
partners involved with education and developing the local economy and cultural life introduced the project, which they hope will 

engage the public in shaping the future of Oban. Full report and photographs – page eight.

Oban’s university town showcase a success

WEST coast salmon farmers are consid-
ering a hard-hitting parliamentary report 
about environmental impacts, writes 
Kathie Griffi ths.

The report, out this week, from Holy-
rood’s environment, climate change and 
land reform committee has warned the 
planned expansion of salmon farming 
over the next 10 to 15 years is unsustain-
able and could, unless there are changes, 
cause ‘irrecoverable damage’.

Its findings are being reviewed by Ma-
rine Harvest, which has 49 sea farms on 
the west coast. Steve Bracken, business 
support manager for Marine Harvest, 
said: ‘We are disappointed at some of the 
findings but are currently reviewing it and 
will respond in detail.’

Scottish Sea Farms managing director 
Jim Gallagher said: ‘We will respond, 
as an industry, but the wellbeing of our 

salmon and the environment in which they 
live is, and always will be, our priority. 
We’re working closely with the Scottish 
Government to produce a new Farmed 
Fish Health Framework that will bring 
about further advances in this area.’

One of the industry’s other big produc-
ers, The Scottish Salmon Company, did 
not want to comment independently.

However, the Scottish Salmon Produc-
ers’ Organisation (SSPO) told The Oban 
Times the industry does have ‘strong reg-
ulatory compliance’ and is working with 
the support of the Scottish Government, 
SEPA and scientific bodies to make better 
headway in managing fish health and 
environmental problems.

The sector spends around £10m per year 
in research and more than £50m in new 
equipment and techniques to understand 
and manage health and environmental 

problems. ‘However, we accept progress 
must be better demonstrated and we are 
working with the Scottish Government, 
SEPA and scientific bodies to make better 
headway,’ added the SSPO. 

Committee convener Graeme Dey MSP 
said: ‘The committee is supportive of 
aquaculture but expansion must be based 
on a precautionary approach and on 
resolving environmental problems.’ 

Andrew Graham-Stewart, director of 
Salmon and Trout Conservation Scotland 
(STCS), said: ‘This is vindication of what 
we have been arguing for many years now, 
often in the face of denials and opposition 
from within the Scottish Government and 
Scottish public authorities, that open-
cage salmon farming in sea lochs is way 
out of balance with the environment, 
particularly with the conservation of wild 
salmon and sea trout.’

Salmon farmers review environmental impact report
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Bunnahabhain 
upgrade
PLANNING permission is being 
sought for an £11 million upgrade 
to the Distell-owned Bunnahabhain 
Distillery on the north-east coast of 
the island.

If approval is granted, work on the 
project is expected to begin in the 
autumn of this year.

A number of the buildings in the 
distillery, some dating from the 
1960s, are no longer fit for purpose 
and require demolition. This will 
lead to the provision of more ac-
ceptable warehouse buildings and 
the establishment of a new visitors’ 
centre and lounge.

This latter development will in-
crease visitor numbers to the seaside 
distillery, which is set in some of the 
area’s most spectacular scenery.

The distillery’s manager’s house is 
also to be replaced and renovations 
will be carried out to the eight cot-
tages which front the village shore-
line. Some of these will be available 
to rent, while the others will be used 
to house distillery employees.

The project includes plans to 
upgrade the single-lane road which 
leads to the distillery. 

This is certain to attract more 
visitors to the distillery as driving 
along the present Bunnahabhain 
road, despite its surrounding scenic 
attractions, is not for the faint-heart-
ed.

Moorings at the distillery pier, 
which once handled the incoming 
grain shipments and the outgoing 
whisky supplies, are also planned.

Bunnahabhain began distilling in 
1881 and was bought in 2013 from 
Burn Stewart Distillers by the South 
African group Distell. It also owns 
Mull Distillery, which is also to un-
dergo a major upgrade programme.

An artist’s impression of the new-look Bunnahabhain Distillery.

Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay

Refurbished Machrie 
Hotel to  re-open
THE LARGELY rebuilt and refur-
bished 47-room Machrie Hotel will 
re-open in early spring, offering a 
top grade establishment to visitors 
and locals.

It will also provide job opportuni-
ties for more than 60 people.

Included in the new-look hotel 
is a bar and restaurant, a private 
30-seater cinema, treatment rooms, 
sauna and gym. 

Teas and coffees will be served in 
the complex’s open courtyard which 
can be covered to provide a spacious 
function area for larger events 
including wedding receptions and 
dinners.

The traditional look to the 
road-facing side of the building has 

been retained, while large windows 
have been installed to maximise 
the view of the golf course and the 
nearby Big Strand.

The famous Machrie 18-hole golf 
course has also received a makeover 
and, among other attractions, are a 
six-hole, par-three course, ideal for 
youngsters and beginners.

Visitors can also enjoy a fully 
equipped golf academy and driving 
range, with indoor and outdoor 
bays, extended practice areas and 
a fun putting green for potential 
Claret Jug winners.

Difficulties with its water supply 
and a lack of investment saw the 
Machrie go into administration 
before being bought in 2011 by a 
couple who were no strangers to the 
Machrie links.

They are multi-millionaire and for-
mer BBC chairman Gavyn Davies 

and his wife the Baroness Sue Nye, 
one-time director of government 
relations and diary secretary for for-
mer Labour Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown.

The Machrie will be operated by 
Campbell Gray Hotels, a company 
specialising in luxury hotel manage-
ment. This will be the first Scottish 
hotel in its portfolio and the estab-
lishment’s newly-appointed general 
manager is the widely experienced 
Anne Schaeflein.

The re-opening of the Machrie is 
a great boost for the island, whose 
burgeoning tourist trade in recent 
years has seen the existing available 
accommodation at a premium.

Major building work on the hotel 
project was carried out by Cor-
raMore Construction from North-
ern Ireland, under the direction of 
architect Anthony Hudson. Also 
involved were RAW Golf Design, 
Edinburgh Landscapes and the 
green keeping team, led by Dean 
Muir.

Valuable contributions to the 
development were also made by pro-
ject manager Philip Wells of Design 
Box Architects and by long-standing 
staff member Kate MacAffer, Bow-
more.

Toilets reprieved
ISLANDERS were delighted to 
learn last week that Argyll and Bute 
Council had decided not to axe 36 of 
its public toilets which included the 
five on Islay.

The original closure plan met with 
a wave of protests which may have 
gone some way to a U-turn by the 
local authority.

As the Bard of Avon penned: ‘For 
this relief much thanks!'
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810658.

KERRERA islanders have 
been granted £20,000 to look 
into buying the island’s former 
school and turning it into their 
first gathering hall for 20 years.

Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust says the island’s ‘booming’ 
population means a meeting 
place is ‘more important than 
ever’ and is inviting people to 
send in ideas on how the build-
ing could be used.

AN EVENT today (Thursday 
March 8) will allow Western 
Isles Council and Hebridean 
Housing Partnership to meet  
with local construction � rms 
to provide more information 
about investment in new 
a� ordable housing.

The Integrated Joint Board, 
Hebridean Housing Partner-
ship and the council are build-
ing a 52-bed care home and 62 
a� ordable houses in Goathill, 
Stornoway. The event is being 
held at 10am at the Caladh Inn, 
James Street, Stornoway.

PASSENGERS got stuck on a CalMac 
ferry for nine hours after it was damaged 
trying to dock at Tiree’s harbour at 
Scarinish and it had to return to Oban.

The regular ferry MV Clansman was 
away for its annual overhaul and the route 
was being covered by the MV Hebridean 
Isles – but only briefly.

On Saturday February 24, the MV 
Hebridean Isles’ first day, there were 
high winds gusting up to 40mph from the 
south east and a heavy swell.

‘It looked as if it might be tough and 
rough on board,’ Reverend Millar, who  

witnessed the incident at the harbour and 
later wrote in his blog, Life on Tiree: ‘The 
vessel was rising and falling. 

‘The vessel has to turn to berth stern 
first. She lay for a moment or two along-
side, but well off from the pier. With her 
thrusters pushing, the stern was brought 
in against the wind. The stern ropes were 
thrown and caught. It appeared the vessel 
would berth successfully.

‘Then, all of a sudden, the stern was 
pushed by wind and wave. This put the 
stern ropes under immense strain but 
they did not break.

‘There was a bang! Something did break! 
Where the stern ropes pass through was 
torn away.’

Rev Millar photographed the substan-
tial damage to the boat’s stern. 

‘Although the damage was well above 
the waterline, the vessel could not berth.

‘The bow ropes were released and the 
MV Hebridean Isles proceeded to sea.’

Passengers endured nine hours on 
the ferry, he said, and ‘got absolutely 
nowhere’.

A CalMac spokesman said: ‘The MV 
Hebridean Isles was involved in an inci-

dent as she attempted to berth at Tiree on 
Saturday under an extremely heavy swell.

‘She suffered slight damage to mooring 
equipment and, given the sea conditions, 
the master decided a return to Oban was 
the best option in the circumstances. The 
vessel is now under repair in dry dock.’

Sunday’s ferry service was cancelled. 
The MV Hebridean Isles’ was replaced 
by the MV Lord of the Isles, which docked 
successfully into Scarinish on Monday 
February 26, despite the south easterly 
winds, and three days of traffic finally 
rolled off.

A FORMER Mull soldier has 
been awarded a gold medal of 
honour for 20 years’ service to 
the French Foreign Legion.

Colonel Ken Walker, 88, 
from Tobermory, who also 
served in the RAF and the 
4th Battalian East Lancashire 
Regiment in the Territorial 
Army, received La Medaille 
d’Honneur de l’Amicale de 
Forbach Echelon OR.

‘I have been a legionnaire 
for more than two decades 
and a member with 10th 
Parachute Regiment, USA, 
and 6th Parachute Regiment, 
Germany,’ Colonel Walker 
said. 

The regiments are attached 
to the French Foreign Legion, 
which Colonel Walker has 
been supporting. He was 
unable to make the medal 
ceremony in the French 
Foreign Legion’s Veterans 
annual meeting in Forbach, 
where it was to be awarded by 
the Mayor of Épinal.

The medal was posted to 
Mull, where it was presented 
by Staff Sergeant Philippe Ri-
gal, formerly of the 35th Para-
chute Artillery Regiment.

ONE OF ferry operator Cal-
Mac’s longest-serving vessels is 
retiring from west coast service.

MV Raasay served the Sconser 
to Raasay route for 21 years 
from her launch in 1976 until 
increased traffic from the island 
made her unsuitable. She then 
became one of the fleet’s relief 
vessels until being put back into 
regular service in 2003 as the 
winter ferry serving Kilchoan to 
Tobermory. 

She was the last of eight ‘Island 
class’ ferries launched and is 
capable of carrying six cars and 
up to 75 passengers.

‘Island’ class vessels trans-
formed services for CalMac. 
They opened up a new route to 
Arran, two additional routes to 
Mull and provided a safe and re-
liable link from Skye to Raasay. 
Being virtually interchangeable, 
they greatly increased the flexi-
bility of the fleet.

Jonathan Davies, CalMac’s 
small vessel technical superin-
tendent, said: ‘The Raasay has 

MEMBERS of Comhairle nan Ei-
lean Siar’s education, sport and 
children’s services committee 
were informed last week of 
how the council is meeting its 
obligations as outlined in the 
Scottish Government’s Learn-
ing and Teaching Strategy.

In September 2016, the 
Scottish Government pub-
lished Enhancing Learning 
and Teaching though the use 
of Digital Technology, which  
seeks to ensure bene� ts to 
young people are realised by 
focusing actions around four 
objectives central to successful 
digital learning and teaching.

Digital learning 
targets met

WESTERN Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil’s Private 
Member’s Bill on the 
treatment of refugees was 
published last week at West-
minster. 

It seeks to give refugee 
children the right to be 
reunited with their parents. 
Under current rules, chil-
dren cannot sponsor their 
parents to come to the UK, 
leaving them alone here.

NHS Western Isles is to 
receive an extra £2.3 million 
from the Scottish Govern-
ment this year.

Welcoming the decision, 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Dr Alasdair Allan  said: 
‘Investing an extra £2.3 
million in the coming year 
into NHS Western Isles will 
be a welcome boost for our 
communities, supporting 
frontline health care in the 
islands and helping us meet 
new demands and pressures 
across primary, community 
and social care, as well as in 
mental health.’

NHS funding 
boost welcomed

Supplier event 
planned

Isles MP 
publishes Bill

Islanders consider old school 
hall plan as Kerrera ‘booms’

The six-mile-long island oppo-
site Oban is home to 55 full-time 
residents and attracts upwards 
of 15,000 visitors annually, but 
there are currently no services 
on the island. 

To access shops, fuel, banking, 
post office, health services and 
education, islanders go to the 
mainland.

The island’s infrastructure is 
‘fragile’, the trust added, with 
one road in very poor condi-
tion, private waste and water 
arrangements, information and 
communication technology 

issues and reliance on a ferry 
service which ends at 6pm each 
day. Kerrera is divided into 
north and south communities, 
linked to the mainland by ferries 
at Gallanach and Oban’s North 
Pier, but only joined to each 
other by a small dirt track.

Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust chairman Martin Shields 
said: ‘Despite the thriving 
community and visitor numbers, 
it has no public shop, pub or vil-
lage hall and the school closed 
its doors to pupils in 1997. 

‘For residents, accessing 

social, recreational or learning 
opportunities on the mainland 
can be tricky with the regular 
ferry service ending at 6pm, and 
there’s no place on the island 
where people can get together 
to discuss the issues that affect 
them, or just socialise.

‘With a booming population 
of 13 children, with six under 
two, and some older residents 
heading into retirement, the 
community feels a place to meet 
is more important than ever. 

‘Recently residents have begun 
a conversation about bringing 

the former school building back 
into community use, which 
could potentially provide a place 
for islanders to gather for the 
first time in 20 years.

‘Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust has recently received 
an award of £19,633 from the 
Scottish Land Fund, enabling 
it to bring in expert help to find 
out more about what owning 
and running the building might 
involve and how to make it 
sustainable.’

Community Enterprise is now 
developing a five-year business 

plan for the former school, 
which will enable the commu-
nity to decide whether to go for 
full ownership of the building.

Community Enterprise is keen 
to hear from individuals or 
businesses on the mainland or 
surrounding islands who would 
be interested in using the refur-
bished building.

Islanders would be delighted 
to hear from anyone with ideas 
for events that could take place 
in the former school, from yoga 
classes to children’s and tourism 
events. Contact www.ikdt.co.uk

Foreign Legion 
medal for former 
Mull soldier

Colonel Ken Walker receives 
his medal from Sta�  Ser-

geant Philippe Rigal.

Nine-hour ordeal on damaged Tiree ferry
Gordon Law, left, and Stuart Craig of the Clyde River Steamer Club joined CalMac’s small vessel 

technical superintendent Jonathan Davies for a last look around the vessel. 

Long-serving ship retires from CalMac duties
been an excellent servant over 
the years and it is always sad to 
see a vessel with so much history 
with the company moving on.

‘Her excellent sea-keeping 
properties meant that in her 
many years serving on the 
Raasay route, she rarely missed 
a service. 

‘An era is coming to an end 
with the Raasay no longer in the 
CalMac fleet. 

‘I wish her and her new owners 
well and long may she continue 
to provide safe passage on our 
seas.’

CalMac operates a fleet of 33 
vessels serving 27 island and 
remote mainland communities 
across the West Coast. They are 
the UK’s largest ferry company 
last year carrying more than 5.3 
million passengers and nearly 
1.3 million vehicles.

MV Raasay has now been hand-
ed back to owner Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
who are expected to announce a 
buyer for the vessel shortly.
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Theft of vehicle
A MITSUBISHI Delica was stolen from 
Dunollie Road, Oban, at 11.45pm on 
Sunday February 25.

The vehicle was later found crashed in 
Glencoe and a man, aged 41 was arrested 
and charged with theft, driving without a 
licence and no insurance. The man was 
held for court and a report was submitted 
to the procurator fiscal.

Dangerous driving
POLICE received reports of a blue Audi 
RS6 car being driven dangerously by 
overtaking another vehicle and causing 
an oncoming vehicle to brake sharply to 
avoid a collision on the A85 near Dalmal-
ly at 6.15pm on Monday February 26.

Disorderly conduct
AT 11pm on Friday March 2, following a 
report of a man and a woman behaving 

in a disorderly manner in a pub in Oban 
and then fighting outside, a man, 27, and 
a woman, 23, were arrested. Both were 
charged with the offences and a report 
will be submitted to the procurator fiscal.

Robbery
TWO MEN forced entry to a flat in Alma 
Crescent, Oban, and threatened a man in-
side, at 11pm on Friday March 2. The pair 
stole two mobile phones. Subsequently, 
on Sunday March 4, two men aged 42 and 
20 were arrested and charged with the 
offence. The men were held for court and 
a report was submitted to the procurator 
fiscal.

Abusive behaviour
A MAN, aged 24, was arrested for be-
having in an abusive manner at 12.50am 
on Saturday March 3, in a flat in Scalpay 
Terrace, Oban. 
The man was charged with the offence 

and a report will be submitted to the 
procurator fiscal.

Man arrested
AT 12.25am on Sunday March 4, in 
George Street, Oban, a 21-year-old man 
was arrested and charged with urinating 
in the street and behaving in an abusive 
manner. 

The man was later issued with recorded 
police warning.

Vehicle damaged
SOMETIME between noon on Saturday 
March 3 and 9am on Sunday March 4, in 
Breadalbane Lane, Tobermory, a window 
in a white Volkswagen Caddy van was 
smashed.

Anyone with information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, should con-
tact their local police office on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

A WALKER had to be airlifted to hospital 
after falling on Ben Cruachan at the week-
end.

Fortnately the injured man came across 
three other walkers who helped him down 
to the dam after the incident on Saturday 
afternoon.

Members of Oban Mountain Rescue team 
were alerted and escorted the group off the 
hill. Ambulance and police were also at the 
scene.

The casualty was taken to a waiting coast-
guard helicopter for transfer to hospital in 
Glasgow.

Oban Mountain Rescue posted online: 
‘We wish the casualty a speedy recovery.’

OBAN Jobs Fair was busy on Tuesday, with 
people flocking to the event at the Corran 
Halls.

Organised in partnership by the De-
partment of Work and Pensions, the event 
attracted around 30 employers who each 
had a stand with staff to talk to job seekers.

There was a wide variety of employers, 
including housing association ACHA, West 
Coast Motors, The Oban Times, Scottish 
Seafarms, Forestry Commission Scotland, 
Perle Hotels and Carers Direct Limited.

Eileen Downie, partnership manager 
with the department of work and pensions 
in Argyll and Bute was delighted with the 
number of people the event had attracted.

She said: ‘This is a fantastic opportunity 

LECTURERS at the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) continued 
their strike this week over 
proposed changes to their 
pension, which could see 
them £10,000 worse off per 
year.

The University and College 
Union says talks so far have 
ended with no resolution, 
but another meeting was to 
have been held yesterday 
(Wednesday).

If an agreement is not met, 
union members will be out 
picketing from Monday to 
Friday next week, along with 
63 other universities across 
the UK.

The strikes are taking place 
because of plans to end the 
defined benefit section of the 
Universities Superannuation 
Scheme pension scheme.

As well as receiving support 
from students, MSP John 
Finnie has pledged his sup-
port to SAMS staff.

‘I express my solidarity to 
my constituents at SAMS 
UHI in Oban and all UCU 
members across the country 
who are on strike,’ he said.

‘I was pleased to have the 
opportunity to raise the issue 
with the minister for higher 
education in parliament. 
While there is no direct role 
for the Scottish Government, 
I stressed the importance of 
ministers using their influ-
ence to ensure meaningful 
talks resume in an effort to 
resolve the situation.’

AUCHINLEE’S last six patients will be 
moved out before the end of March, when 
the Campbeltown dementia care home 
closes, writes Sandy Neil.

A plan was drawn up at a Kilmory Castle 
meeting last February to save Auchinlee 
from closing for a year.

Demonstrators lined the entrance to the 
Argyll and Bute Council HQ to fight the 
closure of the loss-making 24 bed special-
ist dementia home in Campbeltown, used 
by many Mid Argyll residents and their 
families.

Late in 2016, its owners Crossreach, a 
social care charity linked to the Church 
of Scotland and Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership (HSCP), 
stated Auchinlee was unsustainable due 
to the six figure losses, including the high 
cost of recruiting agency workers to cover 
staff shortages in a rural area.

An 11th-hour reprieve in mid December 
2016 postponed a final decision for three 
months after Crossreach and the HSCP 
agreed to share the losses.

Their representatives joined Argyll and 
Bute for the crucial meeting to decide the 
home’s fate, alongside campaigners, who 
feared a move 130 miles away outside 
Argyll would shorten residents’ lives.

A proposal was agreed for the HSCP, 
the Integration Joint Board and Cross-
Reach to share the costs of keeping 
Auchinlee open for a year until March 31, 
2018. Health officials estimated it would 
cost around £291,000 from their cash-
strapped budget.

The parties agreed ‘a transitional 
period was required to develop a local 
alternative for the existing relatives and 
this should be in place by March 31, 2018’.

They also agreed that ‘none of the exist-

ing residents, subject to their individual 
needs and client choice, should have their 
placements outside Kintyre’.

The IJB’s meeting this month agreed 
two priorities: that residents ‘will not be 
moved out of the area unless it is their 
wish’ and the HSCP would ‘do all it can 
to protect jobs and staff in the area’.

An update presented to the Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the islands area committee 
on Wednesday stated: ‘We have agreed 
a moving date with Crossreach of March 
22/23 for the six residents from Auchin-
lee.

‘Twelve posts were advertised and we 
recruited to eight. 

‘The remaining four posts have been 
re-advertised and this has now gone 
external. 

‘We have recruited six staff from 
Auchinlee.’

ONE OF Oban’s ‘top’ independ-
ent shops has shut down.

Kitchen Garden in George 
Street closed after business on 
Wednesday last week and has 
not opened since.

News of the deli and coffee 
shop's sudden closure prompted 
more than 190 Facebook com-
ments.

Lights were still on in the 
window and a blue cover could 
be seen draped over the fridges 
full of olives, cheese and other 
treats this week.

Bemused customers turning up 
at the shop, which also sold beer, 
wine and spirits, were faced with 

A 41-YEAR-OLD man has been 
sentenced to eight months 
in prison for stealing a van in 
Oban.

Eioun Smith of Flat 2-2, 66 
Montegue Street, Rothesay, 
committed the crime on 
Dunollie Road on February 25.

He also pleaded guilty to 
driving without insurance 
when he appeared in Oban 
Sheri�  Court last Wednesday, 
February 28.

POLICE FILES with Sergeant Iain MacNicol

a simple handwritten note stuck 
on the door saying ‘Sorry we are 
closed until further notice’.

A post on Kitchen Garden’s 
Facebook page read: ‘Dear all, 
we are very sorry to announce 
that due to unforeseen circum-
stances we have had to close our 
coffee shop/delicatessen.

‘We want to say a big thank you 
to all our customers throughout 
the years and we are very sorry 
to disappoint you like this. We 
are extremely grateful to all of 
you and we have made life-long 
friends throughout these years.

‘We will miss you dearly and 
wish you all the best.’

‘What a shock’, ‘Great trage-
dy’, ‘So sorry to hear about this, 
hardly any independent shops 

left on the main street’, ‘Will 
miss being able to pop in and 
enjoy the delights inside’, and 
‘Big loss to Oban for sure’ were 
just some of the many posts.

Customer Mike Foster con-
tacted The Oban Times and said: 
‘The deli was superb for good 
cheeses, smoked salmon and 
other treats. Now we will have to 
travel 80 miles to Helensburgh 
to fill the gap.  The café was one 
of the top four in the town. A 
sad day for Obanites.’

And one of its suppliers Wild 
island Botanic Gin also put up 
a post saying: ‘That is very sad 
news. We would like to thank 
Stewart and Rose for being such 
great supporters of Wild Island 
Botanic Gin and Colonsay 

Brewery over many years. We 
will also miss the cheese coun-
ter. Good luck folks.’

Bid4Oban chief executive of-
ficer Andrew Spence said: ‘We 
don’t want to see an empty shop 
on Oban’s main street for the 
start of the tourist season but we 
are as surprised and shocked at 
its closure as everyone else. We 
have no idea what’s happened. 
It might not be connected to 
more people shopping online 
nowadays but it’s still a reminder 
to people to shop local – use it 
or lose it.’

Despite efforts by The Oban 
Times to contact the owners 
of Kitchen Garden, including 
messaging on Facebook, no 
comment was available.

‘Top’ Oban shop shuts for business

The Kitchen Garden being cleared out on Wednesday.

Last residents to leave Auchinlee

Van thief jailed 
for eight months

Injured walker airlifted from Ben Cruachan

An injured walker was airlifted to hospital after 
falling on Ben Cruachan. 

SAMS staff 
continue to 
strike over 
pension 
changes

Oban jobs event goes like a fair
to get adults and young people in front of 
employers. This is the fifth year we have 
held the event and we work with a number of 
partners to help organise it, including Argyll 
and Bute Council, which is important to the 
event’s success. We are grateful to Michael 
Russell MSP who sponsors the event.

‘Our register of job seekers and employers 
has changed. Where we had 1,500 people 
looking for jobs five years ago, that is now 
below 1,000. Care is a big employer in the 
region, as is hospitality and retail.

‘When we first held these events, they were 
initially for young people. Now our register 
shows only one in five job seekers is under 
25. The highest proportion of jobs seekers 
are over 25.’

Stall holders included members of the 
local Forestry Comission Scotland team.

Joi MacLean told The Oban Times: ‘We are 
here to promote all the careers available in 
forestry across Scotland.

‘Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) 
is a diverse organisation, it's not just 
about planting or cutting down trees. We 
build forestry roads and are involved in 
renewable energy including hydro schemes 
and windfarms. We also manage forestry 

estates and are involved in recreational and 
commercial activities.

‘We come to the event every year as FCS 
contributes to the local economy and is a 
local employer. We’re looking for people of 
different ages and skills.’

West Coast Motors was attending the 
event for the first time.

Transport manager Russell Dods and 
engineer manager Neil Munro talked to 
potential recruits.

Mr Dods said: ‘This is our first time at 
Oban Jobs Fair. It is a chance for us to see 
who is out there. We’re primarily looking to 
recruit drivers.

‘Because of our location, it is not as easy 
to recruit drivers as it is in the cities, but 
this is a great opportunity to meet people 
and anyone we recruit will be fully trained.’

Also there for the first time were members 
of the Scottish Ambulance Service.

Leading ambulance technician Kevin 
Devine said: ‘This is the first year we have 
come to the event. There are limited va-
cancies in each area, but we are constantly 
recruiting for the whole of Scotland.

‘Once fully trained, we then send people 
out to the areas where there are vacancies.’

Top left: Ambulance technician Carrie 
Craik, leading ambulance technician Kevin 
Devine and ambulance technician Laurie 
Cameron at the jobs fair in Oban. 17_T10 oban 

jobs fair_scottish ambulance service 02

Left: Neil Munro, engineer manager and 
Russell Dods, transport manager, West 

Coast Motors. 17_T10 oban jobs fair west coast motors02
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• Any colour you want – bring 
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy effi cient • Warm, 
Comfortable, Stylish and Effi cent

• Any colour you want Any colour you want – bring 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for 
your home your way

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

THE ROCKFIELD Centre (TRC) will be 
hosting a programme of events for Interna-
tional Women’s Day on Sunday (March 11) 
from 11am till 4pm.

The drop-in events will include a political 
engagement workshop and round-table 
discussion with local councillors and 
community activists hosted by Oban 
Women’s March. The theme will be how 
to encourage more women to participate 
at a community, local authority, national 
and international level. After lunch an af-
ternoon of cultural celebration is planned, 
featuring performances by local writers, 
singers and musicians.

If anyone would like to perform or has 
other suggestions for the day, email Kirsty 
MacDonald on kirsty@therockfieldcentre.

org.uk who said: ‘All ideas are very welcome.’
The event is free and child friendly with a 

children’s corner.  Donations are welcome.
Ahead of that event, on Saturday (March 

10), a charity ‘sew in’ for SIMBA will take 
place from 10am to 1pm for sewers and 
knitters to create blankets for SiMBA 
memory boxes. SiMBA provides memory 
boxes to parents who have lost babies dur-
ing pregnancy or around the time of birth 
and these blankets will form part of those 
boxes. Fabric and patterns will be supplied, 
but donations of fabric are most welcome. 
Please take along your sewing machine and 
scissors, or your wool, pattern and needles.

Tea, coffee and home baking will be 
provided. If you can't sew or knit but would 
like to help, go along and help the sewers by 

cutting fabric and supplying refreshments.
Meanwhile TRC Scratch Choir continues 

to meet, with its monthly session tomorrow 
(Friday March 9) at 8pm. The song this 
month is Simple Minds’ 1985 smash Don’t 
You Forget About Me.

Rhona Dougall, TRC arts co-ordinator, 
explained: ‘The idea behind Scratch Choir 
is that anyone can come along, even if they 
have no experience, and we all learn a song 
from scratch in two hours. It’s free, fun and 
informal. No singing on your own, nothing 
scary - just turn up and learn a song in a 
relaxed, friendly environment.’

Those who can are asked to make a 
donation to The Rockfield Centre on the 
night, but the sessions are free to those who 
cannot.

WORK on Oban’s delayed 
new maritime visitor centre is 
progressing well, according to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The opening was expected 
early in the New Year follow-
ing a redesign and four years 
in the pipeline, but there is 
still no official date.

The £1.6 million building 
on the town’s North Pier is 
designed to complement the 
new pontoons catering for 
marine tourists, from cruise 
passengers to kayakers, yach-
ters and sealife day trippers.

The new centre, attached 
to the category B-listed 
Columba Hotel, will provide 
public toilets and showers, 
secure lockers, waiting areas 
for cruise ship passengers 
and coach parties, waterfront 
office space and the council’s 
harbour master office.

A council spokesman told 
The Oban Times: ‘The project 
is continuing to progress well 
and we will be in touch as 
soon as we have a date for the 
handover.’

The centre, on the site of the 
former White Building, built 
in 1902 as the Steam Packet 
ticket office, is expected to 
increase visitor numbers 
with an estimated benefit of 
around £20 million to the 
area over the next 25 years.

It has been in development 
since 2013, with Argyll 
and Bute Council granting 
planning permission to the 
architects’ designs in August 
2014. The plans were finally 
approved in July 2016, and 
the old White Building 
demolished. The Maritime 
Visitor Centre was due to 
be operational in July 2017, 
alongside the new pontoons 
and breakwater.

WITH numerous cruise ships 
already confirmed to be visiting 
Oban, 2018 is looking to be a 
bumper year.

From May to September, there 
have been 30 bookings, with 
eight taking place in May alone.

Janice Stewart, owner of Made 
In Argyll which sells locally-made 
crafts said: ‘The cruise ships 
bring the world to our doorstep 
so they are very welcome here.

‘We hope their passengers will 

KILBOWIE Outdoor Centre 
in Oban has been saved in 
North Lanarkshire Council's 
budget.

The 25-year-old centre on 
Gallanach Road, which em-
ploys 16 people, is owned and 
run by North Lanarkshire 
Council and offers the re-
gion’s primary seven school-
children a low-cost, five-day 
‘education and residential 
experience’ including sailing, 
hill-walking, canoeing, ski-
ing, mountain biking, gorge 
walking, abseiling and tree 
climbing.

Campaigners fighting to 
save the centre, which was 
earmarked for closure to help 
plug a £9 million black hole 
in the council’s budget, ex-
pressed relief at the decision. 

‘Great news,’ said one 
parent. ‘We need places like 
Kilbowie.’

‘My eldest son was there 
last week and had an absolute 
ball,’ wrote a supporter: 
‘It would be a shame if my 
younger son and other kids 
didn’t get to share the same 
experience.’

Another parent added: 
‘Fantastic news. This is such 
a valuable resource for all our 
kids to gain lifelong memories 
and experiences to help them 
become confident young 
people in the future.’

‘Outdoor education should 
be a child’s right,’ thought 
another, while one reflected: 
‘They use us like pawns in 
their political games.’

Councillor Tom Fisher, the 
council’s convener of finance, 
told the budget meeting:  
‘This has not been an easy 
process and we have faced 
significant challenges in 
getting to a balanced budget.

‘During our recent consulta-
tion, people told us they didn’t 
want to see cuts to facilities in 
their communities.

‘People told us in their thou-
sands that the experience for 
pupils delivered at Kilbowie 
Outdoor Centre was essential. 
We have maintained that.’

However one resident on the 
campaigners’ Facebook page 
questioned the councillors’ 
decision: ‘The problem is 
that something has to give to 
accommodate Kilbowie being 
kept open. 

‘Priorities. Obviously no-
one wants it to shut and the 
experience for the children is 
valuable. 

‘But if you see the budget for 
the schools to run on it’s quite 
shocking. 

‘No resources. I know I’d 
rather see the money go on 
the nuts and bolts of the edu-
cation system.’

A SOUP lunch organised by Oban Pipe Band’s commit-
tee, pictured left, has raised £1,365 for the Nancy Glen 
Campaign.

Earlier this year, the Nancy Glen, a fishing boat from 
Tarbert, sunk in Loch Fyne with two fishermen still on 
board.

The Scottish Government has since offered to help 
raise the 40ft vessel.

People were queuing for a seat at the fundraiser in 
Oban.

Alistair Dewar, of Oban Pipe Band committee, said: 
‘A huge thank you to everyone who came along and 
helped. Thanks also to those who kindly donated raffle 
prizes and made donations to the fund.  

‘Without this support we would not have raised such a 
fantastic sum of money.’

SURVIVORS of sexual violence 
in Oban and surrounding areas 
are to receive art therapy thanks 
to a £93,484 Big Lottery award.

Argyll and Bute Rape Crisis 
will use the money to fund one-
to-one creative sessions over 
five years to help people who 
struggle to put thoughts and 
feelings about their experiences 
into words.

The Individual Survivor Art 
Therapy Programme will be run 
by a qualified art therapist in 
safe, agreed spaces.

People can self-refer, be 
referred by their GPs, a mental 
health team or they might 
already be getting help from the 
charity which supported more 
than 150 people in the region 

OBAN High School’s reunion 
dinner dance will take place 
in the Royal Hotel, Oban, on 
Saturday (March 10) at 7pm.

The speaker will be former 
pupil, councillor Roddy 
McCuish, and the Ardhmhor 
Ceilidh band will play from 
9.30pm until midnight. There 
will also be a raffle.

This year’s reunion has 
a new group of organisers 
after the Former Pupils 
Association Glasgow branch 
disbanded last year. 

Tickets, costing £30, are 
available until tomorrow (Fri-
day March 9) from Rosemary 
Omand 01879 220960/ 07876 
585416 or email rosemary.
tiree@icloud.com or dab-
rownoban@btinternet.com

SPRING is sprung, thank 
goodness. 

I’m really noticing the differ-
ence in the mornings and eve-
nings, and instead of wanting 
to bury my head back under the 
duvet I’m springing out of bed 
eager to begin the day (well, 
nearly), writes BID4Oban town 
ambassador Kay McDonald.

There are lots of things afoot 
in the town just now to get 
excited about and look forward 
to.

The launch of Oban: A 
University Town last week was 
great and optimistic about the 
future of Oban and we also had 
the introduction of the Oban 
Live Fringe which is being 
rolled out over the next few 
weeks and will help to create 
an even bigger buzz on the 
weekend of Oban Live.

If you have a business in 
the town then it’s a fantastic 
opportunity for additional ad-

International Women’s Day at The Rockfi eld Centre

WHERE IS THIS?vertising and to be part of such 
a major event.

We have the details in the 
BID4Oban office on Stevenson 
Street if you can’t wait for them 
to be delivered.

The BID4Oban annual 
general meeting is being held 
on Tuesday March 13 in the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls with 
the second half of the evening 
from 6.20pm open to those who 
have an interest in detailing the 
plans for the next five years. 

It’s all about keeping Oban 
the thriving town it is and pro-
gressing into the future.

I always get excited at this 
time of year with the thought of 
all that’s ahead, Oban Sportive 
with Mark Baumont, Highlands 
and Islands Music and Dance 
Festival, Oban Live, Oban and 
Lorn Lions Charities Day and 
Raft Race, and so much more. 

Keep your eyes on this space 
for all the great things coming 

up and don’t forget to let us 
know at BID4Oban if you have 
events planned. 

You can do this through Oban 
What’s On or by getting in 
touch with me,  kay@bid4oban.
co.uk.

Plenty to look forward to this spring

The photo last week was tak-
en in Gibraltar Street. It is such 
a pretty wall, especially during 
the summer with all the ivy. 

This week’s location isn’t 
too far afield and should be 
obvious.

Kilbowie 
saved from 
closure

Bumper year for cruise ships
come and explore the independ-
ent shops like us in Oban as well 
as the town’s restaurants while 
they are here and then go back 
home to spread the word to bring 
us future trade.’

Elaine Robertson, councillor 
for Oban North and Lorn, said: 
‘Oban is a port where people 
can come in and step off in the 
middle of the town. One lady 
asked us where the bus to the 
town was and we said just walk 20 
yards and turn left. She couldn’t 
believe it. What we have done 
by working with everyone is to 

encourage people to spend time 
in town.

‘The businesses in town felt 
cruise ships came in and went 
away in buses to Inveraray, Glen 
Coe and other venues.

‘When the last big ship came in, 
there were six buses and only one 
went away for the day, the rest [of 
the passengers] spent time in the 
town.’

However, Councillor Robert-
son added: ‘The most important 
thing is being there at the slip 
and welcoming people.’

Oban’s town ambassadors, 

Kay McDonald and Joe Reich, 
meet passengers coming off the 
ships. They are a ‘mobile tourist 
information hub’, telling visitors 
about attractions and businesses. 
Bid4Oban is also training official 
Oban town guides to greet and 
inform visitors.

Cllr Robertson said: ‘It’s about 
a West Highland welcome. The 
message is Oban is open for 
business and it welcomes you.’

Andrew Spence, chief executive 
of Bid4Oban, said: ‘It’s good 
news. That’s why we set up the 
town guides and try to keep 

people in the town. We recognise 
the importance of that business.

‘It’s important the town is ready 
for these cruise ships and visitors. 
It’s important to welcome them 
and to generate as much business 
as we can.’

Calum Ross, chairman of the 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative, said: ‘It’s great all 
these people come into the town. 
Every person that comes to Oban 
on a cruise ship for the first time 
is a potential returning visitor, 
so it’s a really big opportunity to 
showcase the town.’

Big Lottery funds art therapy 
for sexual violence survivors

last year. The sessions, using a 
host of visual and creative arts 
from painting to plaster cast 
crafting,  will be for survivors of  
rape, sexual assault, childhood 
sexual abuse, sexual harassment, 
sexual bullying, stalking and 
commercial sexual exploitation.

‘The project is ready to go. 
We just need to get the word 
out to people,’ said Argyll and 
Bute Rape Crisis’ operational 
manager Nicola Hall.

She added: ‘We don’t put a 
time limit on the therapy that 
people get. It will be reviewed 
because we will want to see 
people are feeling better as a 
result of it.’

Ms Hall said Argyll and Bute’s 
need for help from Rape Crisis 
was in line with the rest of the 
country. 

‘That often comes as a surprise. 

Some people think because it’s a 
nice, rural area that this kind of 
thing doesn’t happen – it does, 
though there’s no more need 
than in other parts of Scotland.

‘The rural location might 
make it more difficult to access 
support or make it more difficult 
to disclose what’s happening, so 
there are challenges.’

Argyll and Bute Rape Crisis 
has two support and advocacy 
workers based in Oban.

Big Lottery Fund Scotland 
chairman Maureen McGinn 
said she was delighted the 
charity had been successful in 
securing the grant.

She said: ‘The funding will 
make a big difference where it is 
needed most and I wish Argyll 
and Bute Rape Crisis every suc-
cess as it goes on to develop and 
expand its project for the ben-

efit of their local community.’ 
Anyone interesting in accessing 
the art therapy sessions should 

call 01369 700800, or to contact 
the charity’s helpline, call 0800 
121 4685.

Pictured are Jan Koopmans, art therapist, with Oban support 
workers Jean Campbell and Ailsa MacEachen.

Still no opening 
date for new 
maritime     
visitor centre

Oban High School 
reunion dance

Oban Pipe Band 
committee raises 
£1,365 for the Nancy 
Glen campaign
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THE ANNUAL general meeting 
of An Comunn Gaidhealach, 
the body which organises 
the Royal National Mòd, will 
be held on Friday March 23 
at 7pm in the Provost Smith 
Memorial Chapel, Eden Court, 
Inverness.

ROYAL Mail’s Quality of 
Service report for the � rst 
nine months of the 2017/18 
� nancial year reveals it has 
exceeded its regulatory � rst 
class mail target (93.0 per 
cent) in the PA postcode 
area. The � gures show 93.8 
per cent of this mail was 
delivered the next working 
day.

An Comunn sets 
date for AGM

Praise for Argyll 
postal service

AN INQUIRY into broad-
band speeds in rural Scotland, 
focusing on why advertised 
speeds can differ to those 
experienced at home, began 
this week at Westminster.

The UK and Scottish gov-
ernments are both committed 
to extending broadband cov-
erage across the country.

MPs in the Scottish Affairs 
Committee are investigating 
‘the barriers to delivering 
superfast broadband, funding  
and new technology options’. 
It is also examining ‘the 
reasons behind discrepancies 
between advertised download 
speeds and actual speeds 
experienced by consumers’.

Internet service providers 
BT, Openreach, Virgin 
Media and TalkTalk gave evi-
dence on Tuesday about their 
work to improve broadband 
coverage in Scotland. MPs 
also questioned Hyperoptic, 
CityFibre, Broadway Part-
ners and the Independent 
Networks Association about 
what they’re doing to create 
new digital infrastructure in 
Scotland.

Committee chairman Pete 
Wishart said the panel looked 
forward to discussing how to 
achieve increased levels of 
investment and innovation, 
particularly in hard-to-reach 
areas. 

‘Both types of providers 
have a role to play in ensuring 
barriers to greater coverage 
are overcome, to the benefit 
of Scottish consumers and 
the wider economy,’ he said.

OBAN Sea Cadets have been presented with 
certificates and badges by the unit's command-
ing officer Lieutenant Ewan McCuish.

The successful youngsters earned their rewards 
at a weekend at Elgin TA Centre where they 
trained in catering, first aid, navigation, sea-
manship and marine engineering. There were 
participants from other units of the Highland 
region with more than 40 cadets attending.

Receiving certificates were: Cadet Chloe 
Campbell, catering basic; Cadet Liam Byers, 
Cadet Charis Simpson, Cadet William Sykes and 
Cadet 1st Class Cameron Johnston, seamanship 
basic; Cadet Jodi Anderson and Cadet James 

Manson, first aid, class three; Cadet Callum 
Neil, marine engineering third class; Cadet 1st 
Class Kate Home, navigation third class; and 
Cadet 1st Class Sean Sneddon, seamanship 
intermediate.

Congratulations also to Megan Day who re-
ceived her promotion to cadet after moving up 
from the juniors.

New members are always welcome – juniors 
aged 10 to 11 and seniors aged 12 to 17. For 
further information contact obancadets@gmail.
com or visit the Cadet centre in Oban's Tweedale 
Street. The cadets meet every Tuesday evening 
(juniors) and Thursdays (seniors) at 6.45pm.

Oban Sea Cadets proudly show o�  their certi� cates.

SENIOR Oban High 
School pupils took part 
in their annual interfaith 
conference at the Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science, Dunbeg, on Fri-
day February 23.

Pupils met university 
lecturers and faith leaders 
from a variety of religions 
to discuss the place of 
religion in society today.

The students discussed 
fascinating and important 
questions about the place 
of religious life in today’s 
world and the future, and 
took part in workshops 
with Christian, Muslim, 
Hindu, Bahai and Human-
ist leaders.

Topics as wide ranging 
as Donald Trump and 
feminism were discussed 
with passion and maturity. 
Head girl Mila Bicanova 

Inquiry 
into rural 
broadband 
speeds

NATIONAL park bosses who unanimous-
ly approved revised plans for Cononish 
Gold Mine at Tyndrum have been accused 
of putting private profit before the envi-
ronment and interests of Scotland’s people.

The allegation came from Mountaineer-
ing Scotland which said it was disappointed 
by the National Park Board’s decision and 
now feared for the area's future.

Mountaineering Scotland’s chief execu-
tive officer David Gibson said despite Scot-
gold Resources Limited giving assurances 
about the environment, they still believed 
the scale of the buildings involved and the 
spread of the waste heaps would have an 
adverse effect on walkers, climbers and 
tourists’ experience of the area.

Speaking after the outcome, Scotgold 
Resources Limited's managing director 
Richard Gray said objectors’ fears were 
unfounded.

‘The feedback we get from local busi-

nesses who host tourists is that there is a 
lot of interest in the mine. Yes, there will 
be operations in the glen and views from 
certain points will be different, but not 
from the West Highland Way. We will be 
contributing to the area and improving 
the glen to make it more of a naturalistic 
and attractive place to visit. We will not 
be stopping people from doing any of the 
activities in the area they currently enjoy,’ 
he told The Oban Times.

Work on the project should start in the 
next couple of months, with a workforce 
of about 40 people being recruited by this 
time next year, he added.

Mr Gibson said: ‘Earthworks may do 
something to hide buildings at ground 
level, but from the hills around they will be 
painfully obvious. The main purpose of a 
national park is to conserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural heritage of the 
area for the nation. By approving this 

application the board of the national park 
have clearly demonstrated they put private 
profit before the environment and the 
interests of the people of Scotland.

‘Some jobs may be created if the mine is 
successful, but there is little evidence for 
the optimistic employment projections for 
the mine, while there is recognition there 
will likely be a negative impact on tourism 
spend and related employment.’

Convenor of the National Park Author-
ity Board James Stuart said the approval, 
which followed a public hearing in Crian-
larich village hall, had been unanimous 
after careful consideration and hearing 
from expert specialists.

‘The National Park is a special place but it 
is also a place where people live and work, 
and it is the park authority’s job to balance 
the need for development with the heritage 
and conservation of this unique landscape,’ 
he said. 

Deliveries cost more to the 
‘Isle’ of Oban, MPs hear

‘Private profi t before environment’ 
claim as gold mine gets green light

This year’s Oban High School interfaith conference was a success.

Oban Sea Cadets enjoy success

Oban high pupils turn spotlight on religion

COMPANIES are declaring 
Oban is an island and then 
charging extra to deliver goods, 
MPs heard at an inquiry into 
online delivery charges for the 
Highlands and Islands.

The Scottish Affairs Commit-
tee is investigating why a million 
Scots are ‘subject to higher fees, 
longer delivery times or even 
refusal of service’.

Nina Ballantyne, the Citizens 
Advice Bureau’s programme 
and postal policy team manager, 
told MPs: ‘There are cases where 
we see folk declaring Oban is 
definitely an island and they 
are getting charged more. It is 
definitely not an island. They are 

getting charged an island price.’
A report found businesses and 

people living in the Hebrides can 
face a 500 per cent mark-up and 
can wait up to 35 extra days for 
delivery, making it hard for rural 
businesses to compete.

David MacKenzie, manager 
of Highland Council Trading 
Standards, asked MPs: ‘Is this 
affecting the quality of life in the 
Highlands? Yes, definitely.

This affects small businesses 
too. They are the lifeblood of the 
economy.

‘Most of the complaints we get 
now are about SMEs [small- and 
medium-sized enterprises] who 
are not in a position to negotiate 
a very good deal. It is take it or 
leave it.

‘We are not talking about huge 
amounts of money each time, but 

if you are on a low income it can 
be significant and the cumulative 
effect of this can be significant.

‘If people shop around, they 
may find lower surcharges, 
because there does not seem 
to be any rhyme nor reason. It 
is very difficult for even savvy, 
aware consumers to avoid these 
charges.’

‘This does seem to be a post-
code lottery,’ the committee’s 
chairman, Pete Wishart MP, said. 
‘The surcharges are particularly 
haphazard and indiscriminate. 
There does not seem to be any 
logic or pattern.’

Mr MacKenzie said: ‘Kyle of 
Lochalsh is IV40. It is quite re-
mote but it is the mainland. Then 
there is the isle of Raasay which 
is very remote, and that is IV40 
as well. It seems to us a review 

of postcodes to take account of 
21st century e-commerce would 
contribute to this.’

Asked why surcharges are ap-
plied, Ms Ballantyne explained 
many companies drew a cut-off 
point north of the Highland 
boundary, ‘more or less where 
the motorways stop’. She added: 
‘On average, people are asked 
to pay at least 30 per cent more. 
That can rise up to 50 per cent 
for island addresses.

‘The logistics industry in the 
UK is headquartered in the East 
Midlands. The extra miles mean 
extra fuel costs, extra staff costs 
and, if their return leg is empty, 
there is a double cost.’

Lindsey Fussell, consumer 
group director at Ofcom, also 
explained: ‘With the exception 
of the Royal Mail, which charges 

a uniform price wherever in the 
UK, all the other parcel oper-
ators negotiate individual con-
tracts with individual retailers.

‘Different retailers will then 
take a view as to whether they 
pass that surcharge to the 
consumer, whether they absorb 
it, or whether they charge the 
consumer more in certain areas, 
regardless of whether or not they 
are paying a surcharge to the 
operators.

‘That is why it feels inconsist-
ent, because the actual price is 
not determined on a piece by 
piece basis. It is part of these 
large bulk contracts that are 
signed.’

Mr Wishart reflected: ‘There 
do not seem to be many people 
exercising their rights.’

Mr MacKenzie said: ‘There 

are lots of laws that cover this 
situation. Misleading actions, 
you know: false claims of free 
delivery, free mainland delivery. 
If someone is offering that and 
they are not really, that is against 
the law.

‘There is the concept of 
misleading omissions, which is 
about missing out important 
information. That is prohibited 
now. There is even a requirement 
that if there are delivery restric-
tions, say a refusal to deliver to 
the islands, then that is to be in-
dicated at the start of the buying 
process.’

The law does not need tight-
ened, he added, but ‘regulations 
have to be enforced’. He con-
cluded: ‘A handful of officers in 
the north of Scotland cannot do 
this for the whole of the country.’

DUNBEG Primary School’s football 
coach is campaigning to revamp the 
village’s derelict grass sports pitch.

Steven Macaulay, who took over the 
coaching role last year, wants to repair 
the old, overgrown football pitch, which 
is adjacent to Kirk Road. 

He said: ‘It makes me sick to see the 
effort that is going into clearing trees 
to widen a road in Dunbeg, with all the 
disregard that has been shown to the 
football pitch.’

Dunbeg’s Kirk Road is currently 
undergoing a £2 million upgrade with 
proposals to build a further 300 houses 
in the village. 

Mr Macaulay added: ‘Dunbeg school is 
a great school but the pitch is on a hill, 
and [it is] boggy at the bottom. 

‘Look at Lochnell school’s pitch or 
the pitch in Taynuilt. Surely with all 
these big wigs making decisions in our 
community they could spare a thought 

to the people that are already there and 
put something towards a community 
[facility] we can use. What’s the cost to 
maintain a pitch with so much history? 
Some of the memories on that pitch are 
priceless. 

‘When football is being reintroduced 
to the village school, it’s about time 
something was done about where the 
children can play football.’

Sean MacIntyre, chairman of Dunbeg 
Community Council, said the pitch was 
gifted to the community, adding that 
upgrading it is something the Dunbeg 
Development Group could take forward, 
if they get more volunteers.

Councillor for Oban North and Lorn 
Kieron Green said he supports upgrad-
ing the pitch: ‘It would be excellent if 
there was a provision there for a new fa-
cility for the village. I absolutely support 
it. If there’s anything I can do in terms of 
advice and such, I am here.’

Drive to develop Dunbeg’s 
derelict football pitch

commented: ‘It was a 
great opportunity to ask 
these important questions, 
something we don’t always 
get the opportunity to do.’

Simon Wiegand of Inter-
faith Scotland said: ‘The 

event was a great success. 
Their interesting questions 
made the day a fruitful 
dialogue.’

Oban High School teach-
er David Duncan added: 
‘A knowledge of diversity 

is essential for the 21st 
century. 

‘This event has been a 
great success in giving pu-
pils knowledge and skills 
for this important aspect 
of life.’

OBAN’S Gaelic festival Fèis 
Latharna has received £500 
from Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 
as part of its Community 
Action Fund.

The money will allow 
10 people to attend the 
week-long Easter Fèis at a 
discounted rate.

This year’s Fèis Latharna will 
take place from April 2 to 6 in 
Rock� eld Primary School.

Ian McIntyre, chairman of 
ACHA’s Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Area Committee, was 
‘delighted’ to support the 
Easter Fèis and help keep alive 
‘Scotland’s great culture of 
Gaelic music and art'.

ACHA backs fèis 
with £500

Tuesday, March 20th 2018 at 7.30pm
CORRAN HALLS, OBAN

OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
BRASS TRACKS
DOHNANTI TRIO
The concert will also include three 
short pieces by Norman Nicholson:
Two Fugues for Bass Quintet
The Cathie Collection of Scottish Airs
Saint Columba of Iona (extract)

OBAN 
 SYMPHONY

FIRST PERFORMANCE

By NORMAN 
NICHOLSON

Tickets £10.00 
Concessions £8.00 

from Corran Halls
All seats reserved
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OBAN High School pupils 
visited The Oban Times last 
week as part of their studies.

Suzie Turner, Naomi 

HUNDREDS of MacIntyres from all over the world will be 
heading for Taynuilt this summer in time for its highland 
games.

The last time the village hosted a MacIntyres gathering at 
its games was in 2008 and this year around 500 clansmen and 
clanswomen are expected.

The World Gathering of MacIntyres will be spending a 
week in the Oban area from July 17, with descendants of the 
clan including spelling changes such as McIntyre, Macintyre 
and MacEntire invited.

Taynuilt Highland Games is on Saturday July 21 and the 
MacIntyres’ attendance will add even more numbers to the 
thousands who enjoy the fun day out, said one of the games’ 
organisers, Alan Ross.

‘It’s a great wee games, very friendly and a great oppor-
tunity for local charities and groups to do fundraising. It’s 
one of the local highlights. The MacIntyres will make it an 
even more interesting day. They usually have their own tent 
on the field and join in. A huge amount of them come from 
America. The gathering organiser is from Australia,’ he said.

Taynuilt Highland Games committee is looking for new 
members to join them. Anyone interested should email 
hawthornbank2@gmail.com

The Oban High School pupils with deputy editor Martin Laing. 16_T10_ObanHigh01

MEMBERS of the public are invited to get involved in 
the £18 million Helensburgh Waterfront Development.

A formal 12-week public consultation began on Mon-
day February 26.

Councillor Ellen Morton, chairwoman of the Helens-
burgh and Lomond Area Committee said: ‘The Helens-
burgh Waterfront Development project is about creating 
a vibrant and attractive waterfront for the town that will 
benefit local people and, by attracting day visitors, local 
businesses. We want to involve communities as much 
as possible, so are going beyond what is required by the 
planning process.

‘We have already consulted with a number of groups 
and will hold three public events to give people the 
chance to find out more and voice their views. I would 
encourage everyone to get involved.’

The public events will take place in the Victoria Halls 
in Helensburgh on Monday March 26, Monday April 30 
and Wednesday May 16 from 11am to 7pm.

TAYNUILT teenager 
Rowan Watkins is to join 
a new 30-strong Young 
Scot 5Rights leadership 
group to champion young 
people’s digital rights.

5Rights is a UK-wide 
initiative based on the 
United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the 
Child, supported by the 
Scottish Government and 
partnered with Young 
Scot. 

It aims to promote the 
five fundamental digital 
rights of children and 
young people: the right 
to remove, the right to 
know, the right to safety 
and support, the right to 
informed and conscious 
use, and the right to 
digital literacy.

As part of the campaign, 
Rowan, 17, will raise 
young people’s awareness 
of the 5Rights framework 
in Argyll and Bute and 
across the country. 

The Young Scot 
5Rights group will also 
recruit and train other 
young people as digital 
rights champions for a 
pilot programme to run 
in five Scottish schools.

Amy Chalmers, a 
5Rights youth leader, 
said: ‘It’s essential young 
people understand their 
rights in the digital world 

Luing Primary School pupils received their � fth Eco-
Schools Green Flag, above, after studying sustainability, 
transport and litter. The children were ‘very pleased’ to 

accept the accolade.

and how to use them. 
Everyone has the right to 
know what information 
is being held about them, 
to be secure and safe 
and to make informed 
decisions.

‘If something isn’t ac-
ceptable offline, then it 
shouldn’t be okay online. 
That’s what we’re work-
ing to achieve.’

Rowan and the rest of 
the group also hope to 
establish an award for 
businesses that respect 
young people’s online 
rights and investigate 
how young people can 
review and manage their 
digital footprint.

Teenager takes a lead 
on digital rights

Rowan Watkins.

MacIntyres head to games

A FUND has opened for groups in Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs National Park that want to take part in fringe 
events for the Glasgow 2018 European Championships. 
The Our Place Fund is investing £10,000 in community 
groups across the area with funding ranging from £100 
to £2,000 available to create cultural events and arts ac-
tivities which celebrate the people and talent in the local 
area. Glasgow 2018 – the biggest multi sport event to take 
place in Scotland since the Commonwealth Games – will 
unite sport and culture throughout the championships 
from August 2 to 18 this year. The national park will stage 
the European Open Water Swimming Championships at 
Drumkinnon Bay at Loch Lomond from August 8 to 12. 
Visit www.lochlomond-trossachs.org 

Loch Lomond

Oban high students visit The Oban Times
Rimmer, Aidan MacLeod, 
Alexander MacLeod and 
Soldis Taylor are learning 
about the media ahead of 

producing their own news-
paper. 

The youngsters met group 
editor Susan Windram, 

deputy editor Martin 
Laing, production manager 
Andy Bruce and advertising 
director Nicky Murphy. 

THE REAL Food Café in 
Tyndrum has continued to 
reel in the accolades, with 
one of its staff being recog-
nised as the top fish frier in 
Scotland.

Magda Ganea, 23, fin-
ished second place overall 
in the Drywite Young Fish 
Frier of the Year Awards, 
however, she was the only 
finalist from Scotland to 
reach that stage of the com-
petition.

With close to 382 million 
portions of fish and chips 
served across the UK every 
year, the Young Fish Frier 
of the Year Awards rec-
ognises the best fish friers 
under the age of 25.

The awards began in 1995 
to encourage young people 
to consider a career in fish 
frying and every year hun-

PLANS are under way to re-develop the old Stornoway 
library coffee shop into a community ‘Makerspace’, 
writes Euan Carr.

A Makerspace is a shared venue for adults, young 
people and children to make, learn, create and explore 
using a variety of tools and resources.

A number of authorities in Scotland have set up 
successful Makerspaces within their libraries and this 
inspired Western Isles Council to create a similar op-
portunity for local residents.

A range of activities will be trialled to see what works 
best for people. Computers with design and editing 
software, a 3D printer, scanner and graphics tablet will 
be available, alongside board games, Lego and books.

Kathleen Milne, libraries manager, said: ‘This is just 
the start. There are lots of possibilities and we are keen 
to hear from members of the community to see how 
we can develop the space further. It would be good to 
see regular sessions being offered, such as a morning 
reading group or a Saturday Lego club?

‘We also want the Makerspace to travel to other 
libraries so that residents across the islands get the 
opportunity to explore the different resources and have 
fun learning and creating new things together.’

Magda Ganea is o�  cially the best � sh frier under 25 in 
Scotland. 

Tyndrum

Tiree

Islay

dreds of entrants are tested 
in four rounds to reach the 
final. Magda was one of 

five, and the only finalist 
to travel from Scotland, to 
attend the awards ceremony 

in London. To reach that 
stage, Magda first had to 
complete a comprehensive 
questionnaire about the 
fish frying industry, before 
being interviewed by the 
judges.

The judges, a panel of 
industry experts, then visit-
ed The Real Food Café in 
Tyndrum to observe Magda 
at work before making a 
mystery shop visit in the 
final round.

Magda began working 
at The Real Food Café in 
2016. 

The café prides itself in 
serving some of the best fish 
and chips in Scotland and 
has recently been named 
one of five winners of Best 
Gluten Free Fish and Chips 
at the Free From Eating 
Out Awards.

Library assistant Helene Lagrange with a member of 
the library’s Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize 

panel. 

Plastics campaign takes o� 
I WROTE last week in praise of young Felix 
Hughes and his campaign to rid Oban of plas-
tic straws and packaging.

We at The Oban Times got right behind the 
six-year-old and urged all residents and busi-
nesses in the area to follow suit.

So it is particularly pleasing to report this 
week that the campaign has already borne fruit 
with the Little Potting Shed cafe in the town 
centre declaring it is going plastic-free.

It is a splendid start to the effort but let's be 
realistic: we have a long way to go. However, the 
old Chinese proverb holds that even a journey 
of a thousand miles starts with a single step.

We've more than taken that first step. Food 
from Argyll at the Pier was, I think, the first 
business in the area to commit to using biode-
gradable Vegware and I know many individuals 
are trying their best to dramatically reduce the 
amount of plastic they use.

That's to the good and we can all make a 
difference.

As I said last week, another thing we can 
all do is to ask local businesses to dump un-
necessary plastic and to use biodegradable or 
compostable materials instead.

If enough of us do that, these firms will re-
spond. Any sensible entrepreneur will aim to 
keep his or her customers happy.

We will be happy to name and praise any 
local enterprises which embrace the campaign. 
We can even consider a kind of 'hall of fame' 
for those businesses which join the initiative.

Signal failure
YOU COULDN’T make it up. The BBC 
reported last week: ‘Moon to get 4G mobile 
network. Mobile giants Vodafone and Nokia 
have laid out plans to launch a 4G mobile 
network on the moon in 2019. The network will 

be used by lunar rovers to stream data back to 
a base station.’

This was brought to my attention by reader 
Richard Warwick, from Tiroran on the Isle of 
Mull.

A clearly incensed Richard quite rightly 
said: ‘So the moon is going to get 4G coverage 
before most of Argyll.’

What are these companies thinking? And 
how much will it  cost?

I had to double check it wasn’t April 1.
Before they contemplate the moon, they 

should get their collective fingers out and 
provide a half-decent service to Argyll and the 
isles.

Never mind the inconvenience for those of us 
who have to put up with sporadic signal, our 
businesses depend on the internet these days 
and it is vital they have access to 4G networks.

Kitchen Garden closes
THERE has been shock and surprise expressed 
around Oban at the closure of the Kitchen 
Garden deli and cafe in George Street.

Its owner had the difficult task of breaking 
the news to staff, and apparently told them the 
business simply was not financially viable be-
cause of a disappointing number of customers. 

I was surprised by that because it was a shop 
I have used on many occasions and it always 
seemed busy when I went in.

Some people have said to me it was too 
expensive and I’d have to admit some of its 
products were a bit dearer than other shops 
and supermarkets. However, the shop stocked 
items you couldn’t buy elsewhere.

I’ll miss Kitchen Garden, but mostly I feel 
sorry for the owners and staff who have lost 
their jobs. I hope they can find other employ-
ment as soon as possible.

Support your local teams
THE SO-CALLED Beast from the East blew 
in with a vengeance last week, causing virtually 
all local sporting fixtures to be called off.

That might have come as something of a sur-
prise in the Oban area, where we didn’t have so 
much as a flake of snow.

However, there is a full programme of football 
fixtures planned for this weekend, with Oban 
Saints flying the flag with their seventh-round 
Scottish Amateur Cup tie at Mossfield this 
Saturday at 2pm.

Oban Lorne RFC make a long trip to Annan, 
while Oban Lorne Ladies are at home on Sun-
day at 2pm, when they can clinch their league 
title after a splendid season.

Why not go along to show your support?

Posted absent
A ‘VICTIM’ of the big freeze last Wednesday 
was the Royal Mail office in Oban which closed 
early for reasons of ‘staff safety’.

Eh? It was a beautiful day with not even a hint 
of snow. What was management thinking?

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4 HB.

THIS year’s Interhouse Cross Country race on Tiree 
will take place on Friday March 23.

The race falls on the same day as Sport Relief and 
everyone is ‘more than welcome’ to run the ‘beautiful’ 
2.4 kilometre route.

However, the organisers are in need of marshals to 
point runners in the right direction and to ensure no-
body cheats.

Anyone who is able to help out should meet at 1.45pm 
outside the school on the day.

THE ISLAY to Kennacraig ferry route is gearing to 
receive a new vessel.

This is one of the recommendations outlined in 
the Transport Scotland Vessel Replacement and De-
ployment Plan.

Also,  if  Port Askaig, Port Ellen and Kennacraig are 
developed to cater to larger vessels, extending the new 
ferry, as well as the Finlaggan ferry, by 10 metres will be 
examined.

‘Build time for a new ferry is regarded to be three 
years,’ The Ileach reported.  ‘So roll on 2021.’

Islay Commemoration
ISLAY’S WW100 Scotland Day of Commemoration will 
take place on Friday May 4.

Marking the island’s contribution to the First Word 
War, the day of remembrance will commemorate more 
than 200 islanders who died in the war.

The service will begin at noon at the War Memorial in 
Port Ellen.

People interested in attending should contact marion.
morris@gov.scot. 

Seats will be issued by a ballot that closes on March 14.
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Hares, witches, wildlife...and potholes
ONE of the pleasures about 
writing this column is receiving 
emails, letters and telephone 
calls from readers across 
the world, providing further 
evidence – if, indeed, any was 
needed – of the popularity of 
The Oban Times and the inter-
est its contents resonates with a 
wide audience.

The subjects I covered over 
the past two weeks certainly 
produced more than the aver-
age number of messages.

First up was an email from 
Jimmy MacDonald, formerly 
of Meoble, and now living in 
Skye, who was responding to 
my request for information on 
hare densities and distribu-
tion. He recalled seeing a few 
mountain hares on Meal Blair 
and Sgurr Choinnich above the 
northern shores of Loch Arkaig 
in Lochaber – sightings corrob-
orated by Alex MacDonald, 
fourth generation stalker and 
sporting tenant of Achnacarry 
Estate, who tells me hares are 
still around but not as plentiful 
as they once were.

Donald Cameron, across the 
hill at Kinloch Hourn, recalls 
finding them in dwindling num-
bers in Glen Mallie on the south 
side of Loch Arkaig where he 
worked some years ago.

In Highland folklore, witches 
are said to assume the form of 
a hare, which Jimmy MacDon-
ald reminded me of in a story 
he has about a big brown one 
that lived around Moy Farm 
above the Caledonian canal 
near Gairlochy.

It was given the name ‘the 
Witch of Moy’ after a famous 
hag who lived thereabouts 
and went around making all 
manner of mischief, including 
sinking ships in the Sound of 
Mull.

The hare survived for years 
on account of the farmer saying 
that if anyone attempted to 
harm it, they would be plagued 
by bad luck for the rest of their 
life. ‘I haven’t seen it for a long 
time,’ says Jimmy. ‘Maybe it has 
died a natural death. I hope so.’

Iain Mackinnon, a Jura man 
now living in Kilmelford, tells 

me that when he was a young 
man he used to accompany Dr 
Sandeman, the local GP, on his 
expeditions to shoot hares on the 
hills between Shian and Cruib 
above Loch Tarbert. Iain’s wage 
for picking up and carrying 
the hares, was 10 shillings a 
day, which sounds good but, 
given the weight of a dozen or so 
hares, was hard work.

The hares, which were 
largely confined to Sithean 
overlooking the loch, were 
almost wiped out by Sandeman 
who, given the chance, would 
shoot into double figures until 
he was stopped by the Astors 
who owned that part of the 
island. Many were handed 
round the houses but, as they 
weren’t a popular food, a high 
percentage were thrown away.

I gather there are still a few 
hares remaining on Jura and 

although I have often found 
their droppings on the summit 
of Beinn a’ Chaolais (Gaelic, 
‘the hill of the narrows’), the 
lowest (2,408ft) and most 
southerly of the Paps of Jura, I 
have never seen one.

No doubt they provide a tasty 
dish for young golden eagles in 
early summer.

Julius Caesar, in one of his 
books, recorded the ancient 
Britons avoided eating hares. 
They were prohibited as food, 
according to the Mosaic law 
(Leviticus 11:6 ; Deuteronomy 
14:7), ‘because he cheweth the 
cud, but divideth not the hoof’.

Hares grind their teeth and 
move their jaw as if it is actually 
chewing the cud. But, like the 
rabbit, it is not a ruminant with 
four stomachs, but a rodent 
such as a squirrel or a rat.

Scotland’s Game and 

Wildlife Conservation Trust 
has launched the Scottish 
Mountain Hare Survey to 
understand, as far as possible, 
their numbers and range. Fur-
ther information is available on 
Google for anyone interested 
in participating in this impor-
tant survey.

Lynx
A reader of my piece in The 
Oban Times of February 15 has 
written to say those pressing 
for the release of dangerous 
predators into the countryside 
under rewilding proposals, 
use the excuse that there are 
too many red deer and that 
by reintroducing wolves and 
lynx, their numbers would be 
significantly reduced.

Not only are red deer num-
bers in the West Highlands 

already at their lowest ever, but 
the sight of a heavily pregnant 
hind having its throat torn out 
or pulled down by its haunches 
while still alive by an introduced 
species will go little towards 
the Universal Declaration on 
Animal Welfare (UDAW) at 
the United Nations, let alone 
the UK’s own Animal Welfare 
Act (2006).

The problem is not the deer 
but the humans, which is so 
often the case where country 
matters are concerned.

The same reader goes on 
to remind me that the Deer 
Scotland Act (1969) specifies 
that red deer must be taken 
with a weapon and bullet of 
approved calibre and perfor-
mance. Introducing animals 
to kill deer will, therefore, be 
illegal.

I have wondered about the 

animal cruelty aspect of these 
predators. I would greatly pre-
fer being shot to having the job 
done by teeth and claws!

Strange that the kind of per-
son who deplores fox hunting 
seems content to introduce a 
violent death agent into the 
countryside - sorry - ecosystem.

Fire� ghting units
Fire and flood are two dangers 
which have threatened man 
since the beginning of time, 
so when changes are being 
talked about which will alter 
significantly the workings of 
small, but vitally important, 
firefighting units in remote 
areas, it is not surprising local 
communities become nervous.

The Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service intends replacing its 
existing appliances across 

the board with new rapid re-
sponse units which it says will 
better achieve round-the-clock 
availability and counter poor 
recruitment.

Should the proposal go ahead, 
if indeed it isn’t already a fait 
accompli, it will inevitably lead 
to the removal of equipment 
and a reduction of well-trained 
crews.

Cost-cutting is all very well 
in urban areas where there are 
back-up units close to hand 
but, in outlying places such as 
Morvern, which is an hour and 
a half away from Fort William 
and where there has never been 
a recruitment problem or 24/7 
cover, cut-backs and central-
isation is not an acceptable 
option.

Interested parties are being 
encouraged to complete an 
online consultation form but 
should take care as it is one of 
those questionnaires where an 
answer could be misconstrued.

The proposal is to be 
discussed at a community 
council meeting in Lochaline 
this month. Members of the 
public are urged to attend to 
make their views known to 
help prevent the diminution of 
yet another vital service in the 
parish.

Potholes
It is nigh impossible to find 
words adequate enough to 
describe the state of the public 
roads.

Of course the problem is 
nationwide and has developed 
into a crisis. Where will local 
authorities find the all-im-
portant funding? Postponing 
building Gaelic schools might 
be a good start. Another should 
be lowering and monitoring 
the weight limit of vehicles. 
There are HGVs with artic-
ulated trailers, best kept on 
the A9, rattling along narrow 
single-track roads doing untold 
damage. Invoking a section 
96 of the Road (Scotland) 
Act 1984 permitting the local 
authority to recover the cost 
of additional repairs is another 
option.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

A fi tting musical tribute 
to the Lochcarron Bard
A NEW album of music by 
Lewis piper James Duncan 
Mackenzie pays tribute the his-
torical significance of his great-, 
great-grandfather – Iain Mac-
Ratha, Bard Loch Carrainn, or 
John Macrae, the Lochcarron 
Bard.

John Macrae was born in 
‘Jeantown’, Lochcarron, in 
1834, son of crofters Murdo and 
Flora Macrae.

John married Margaret Ken-
nedy in 1881 and went on to 
have nine children, all of whom 
survived into adulthood. Sig-
nificantly, eight of the children 
emigrated to America and New 
Zealand with only one return-
ing to live in Lochcarron.

The village in Macrae’s early 
days was not the picturesque 
place it is today. Several reports 
referred to the poverty, ‘the 
houses of the people are gener-
ally poor huts ... land uncultivat-
ed ... people starving ... horrible 
oppression’.

Macrae’s upbringing in such 
poverty had a huge bearing on 
his life.

In 1854, the Mackenzies of 
Applecross sold their 144,000 
acres to the Duke of Leeds for 
£135,000. The Duke had the 
wonderful name of Francis, 
George, Godolphin, D’arcy, 
D’arcy-Osborne, MP. He ac-
celerated the trend towards the 
creation of deer forests and large 
sheep farms with the resultant 
upheavals to the crofters.

The Duke died in 1859 when 
the estate passed to his nephew 
Lord Conyers. Two years later, 
Conyers broke up the estate and 
sold it in lots.

Sir John Stuart MP bought the 
Lochcarron estate. In 1876, he 
died and the estate was taken 
on by his son, Dugald Stuart. 
He continued the trend of put-
ting his personal finances before 
the wellbeing of his tenants.

Thus it is easy to understand 
why Macrae became a radical 
and an event in 1882 – days 
before the Battle of the Braes 
– only sealed his political views.

Two Lochcarron crofters, 

George Mackenzie and Donald 
Maclean, had become embroiled 
in a dispute with Lochcarron 
estate. The case went to court 
and, surprisingly for that time, 
the two crofters won and were  
awarded financial damages.

By way of revenge, Dugald 
Stuart issued eviction orders on 
both crofters’ families. This was 
despite the presence of sick and 
aged parents and neither family 
being in rent arrears.

Stuart called in the sheriff 
officers and his henchmen from 
Dingwall, who proceeded to 
evict the families and removed 
all their furniture.

John Macrae was by this 
time one of the organisers of 
the Highland Land Law Re-
form Association, Lochcarron 
branch. Crofters from as far 
away as Applecross, Kintail 
and Lochalsh converged on 
Lochcarron, overpowered the 
sheriff and replaced all the 
furniture back into the house. 
The authorities withdrew.

Macrae was not only a leader 
in the crofters’ fight in the 
Lochcarron area, he was also a 
bard. He would have occupied 
an important position as mouth-
piece of the community as he 
came from a line of bards.

Macrae was a man of intellect 
who saw the importance of 
poetry in the struggle. Song was 

the primary vehicle of popular 
journalism among many Gaelic 
speakers as most newspapers of 
the day were in English.

Macrae was involved in an-
other ‘riot’ the following year, 
on Sunday June 3, 1883, when 
about 200 crofters and fisher-
men blockaded Stromeferry, the 
port where the mail steamers 
left for Skye and Stornoway, to 
prevent three steamers from 
discharging their cargo of her-
ring on the Sabbath. They held 
out all day and only at midnight 
did they allow the transfer to 
begin.

John Macrae felt this protest 
was one with the crofters’ 
struggle which was on going at 
the time.

Macrae lived to see the First 
World War and lost a son in 
France. Lance Corporal Murdo 
Macrae of the Gordon High-
landers was killed but two other 
sons also fought in the Great 
War. 

Donald was wounded in the 
Dardanelles but recovered and 
returned to New Zealand.

John Macrae, the Lochcarron 
bard, died on January 31, 1929, 
at the age of 95.

It is fitting that his great-, 
great-grandson should preserve 
his name and carry on his 
memory in music, a medium he 
himself enjoyed.

MORVERN LINES
IAIN THORNBER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beinn a’ Chaolais is the most southerly of the Paps of Jura and home to many mountain hares. Photograph: Iain Thornber

John and Margaret had nine children.

Kitchen
Extensions

Additional space in the

heart of your home.
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Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956



 It will bring many bene� ts not 
just to this town but to all of 
Argyll and Bute. ”

Brendan O’Hara
Argyll and Bute MP

We are o�  to a great start, 
Many people went above 
the call of duty to make 
the event a success. ”

Professor Donald MacLean
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Launch event shows Oban is a university town

THE OBAN as a University 
Town project was successfully 
introduced at an event in the 
Corran Halls on Thursday 
that attracted nearly 300 
people throughout the day.

Ten project partners in-
volved with education and 
developing economy and 
cultural life in the Oban 
area introduced the project, 
which they hope will engage 
the public with shaping the 
future of Oban.

The project, which was 
established in August 2017, 
builds on the principle that 
Oban is already a university 
town, as it is home to more 
than 800 further and higher 
education students who 
currently attend four higher 
education campuses in the 
Oban area.

These are Ballet West 
dance school, Oban High’s 
School of Traditional Music, 
the Argyll College UHI and 
the Scottish Association 

for Marine Science (SAMS 
UHI), who are both partners 
of the University of the 
Highlands and Islands. A 
number of medical students 
also come to Lorn and Is-
lands Hospital for practical 
learning.

Throughout the day, P6 and 
P7 pupils from Appin, Bar-
caldine, Dalmally, Dunbeg, 
Lochnell and Park primary 
schools took part in work-
shops organised by SAMS 
UHI. The aim was to show 
youngsters some of the disci-
plines they could be studying 
in Oban in years to come.

There are many opportu-
nities within the Oban area 
to expand industries such 
as fishing, marine science, 
tourism, aquaculture and 
clean energy in the future, 
and the project hopes to 
nurture the next generation 
of scientists, designers and 
engineers to fill the new jobs 
being created.

Kirsty Blainey, P6 teacher 
at Park Primary School, said: 
‘The kids are having a great 
time, learning new skills and 

meeting lots of interesting 
people. They will have a real 
choice in the future where 
they want to study.

‘When I left Oban High, I 
had to go away to attend uni. 
The opportunities for cur-
rent pupils are getting better 
all the time, making life in 
a rural community such as 
Oban much more attractive.’

Oban High’s School of 
Traditional Music performed 
during the day and into the 
evening, as did the Ballet 
West, with Argyll College 
UHI students providing a 
celebratory buffet.

Although the beast from 
the east snowstorms pre-
vented Councillor Aileen 
Morton, leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council, and Brendan 
O’Hara, MP for Argyll and 
Bute, from attending, the 
event went ahead as planned.

Mr O’Hara managed to 
speak via video link. He said: 
‘I am passionate about this 
ambitious university town 
project. It will bring many 
benefits not just to this town 
but to all of Argyll and Bute.

‘Argyll and Bute has much 
to offer to future industries 
such as marine science, 
tourism, aquaculture, fish-
ing and clean energy. But to 
succeed we need to create 
the scientists, designers and 
engineers to fill the high 
value, highly skilled jobs. 
That’s why employers and 
businesses must be involved 
in the development of the 
university town so the curric-
ulum responds to industrial 
needs.’

First up to speak in the 
evening was Councillor 
Elaine Robertson on behalf 
of Argyll and Bute Council. 
She said: ‘Today’s launch of 
Oban as a University Town 
is a hugely significant event 
for this area, and one which 
has been worked on by a 
dedicated team over the past 
few years.

‘I am passionate about this 
area and believe Oban is 
an ideal setting, offering a 
quality of life, and a range of 
experiences which are easily 
available in this rural area. 
Perhaps I might be consid-

ered to be a little biased but 
then I should be!’

Peter Bain, head teacher of 
Oban High, also supported 
the project, saying: ‘It is 
thanks in particular to Ar-
gyll College UHI that Oban 
High School can offer our 
youngsters one of the broad-
est curriculum in Scotland.

‘Together we strive to 
give all children in the high 
school the opportunity to de-
velop their particular talents 
and interests preparing them 
for apprenticeships, further 
and higher education.’

The official launch in the 
early evening was overseen 
by project manager Iain 
Gatwood and hosted by Pro-
fessor Donald Maclean, who 
chairs the project partner-
ship. Prof MacLean thanked 
organisers and all those who 
attended the event. He said: 
‘We hope that we continue to 
benefit from the continued 
involvement of many people 
throughout the project, 
and make this a special 
development for Oban and 
surrounding areas.’

KATHERINE TRAFFORD
editor@obantimes.co.uk Photos by Kenny Ferguson
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It’s like a 
newborn baby. It 
needs nurturing 
to live and to be 
loved ”

Lupi Moll
Glen Lonan landowner and lawyer

DIOPLÒMA ANNS NA 
MEADHANAN GÀIDHLIG
Iarrtasan fosgailte airson 2018-2020

Sàr chùrsa a’ tairgsinn chothroman ionnsachaidh 
ann an iomadh cuspair - sgilean camara, fuaim, 
solais agus gearradh; riochdachadh is stiùireadh 
telebhisein;  riochdachadh rèidio; naidheachdas, 
dràma agus spòrs.

Tha an dàrna bliadhna ga cur seachad a’      
trèanadh fad deich mìosan anns an àite-obrach.

Airson foirm-iarrtais cuiribh fios gu:

cni.smo@uhi.ac.uk

Chan eil cùrsa cho prìseil coltach ris ann 
an Alba, a bheir dhut am fiosrachadh 
agus an tuigse a' dh'fheumas thu airson 
dreuchd anns na meadhanan.

A NEW woodland with more than 
190,000 broad leaf trees has taken 
root on a hillside near Oban.

The woodland above Loch Nell on 
the Kilmore to Connel backroad was 
the idea of Glen Lonan landowner 
and lawyer Lupi Moll whose great 
grandfather Alexander MacKay 
planted Glencruitten’s Cathedral of 
Trees in the 1920s – Scotland’s only 
consecrated garden cathedral.

Keeping up the tradition as ‘The 
Family Who Planted Trees’, Mr Moll 
hopes the new Ballygowan woodland 
will be nurtured ‘like a baby’ and 
loved as it grows.

The hillside sits on the edge of a 
Golden Eagle range, Black Grouse 
are nearby and Merlin, Hen Harriers, 
White-tailed Eagles and Red-throat-
ed Divers have all been recorded in 
the surrounding area.

Mr Moll hopes the woodland, with 
some open ground left untouched, will 
encourage the return of raptors, other 
nesting birds and protected species 
including pine marten, red squirrel, 
otters and wildcats.

‘It’s like a newborn baby. It needs 
nurturing to live and to be loved. I’ve 
done this for the public but we need 
the public’s help to make it work. They 
are welcome to use the wood, but that 
also means showing it respect. Most 
importantly we want people to be 
proud of it,’ he said.

Pockets of a plant called Devil’s 
Bit Scabious have been kept to bring 
back the rare and protected Marsh 

Lupi Moll at Ballygowan Woodland.
OBAN Congregational 
Church is holding a co� ee 
morning on Saturday 
March 10 from 10.30am to 
12.30pm.

Everyone is invited to go 
along and enjoy tea, co� ee 
and home-baking in the 
church hall at the top of Ar-
gyll Street. Donation at the 
door £3. Proceeds to church 
funds.

Church to host 
co� ee morning

JOB FIGURES published on 
Wednesday February 21 
show a three per cent rise 
in the number of people in 
Argyll and Bute claiming 
unemployment bene� ts 
compared to last year.

There has been no change 
in the number of claimants 
aged 18 to 24. However, 
statistics gathered over � ve 
years indicate a downward 
trend in the claimant count. 
It is down 64 per cent for 18 
to 24s and down 53 per cent 
overall.

JAZZ music will � ll the aisles 
of St John’s Cathedral, Oban, 
on Sunday March 11 when the 
Scottish musicia n and com-
poser Colin Steele performs 
with his quartet of trumpet, 
saxophone, bass and piano.

Colin has long been ‘an 
exponent of warmly song-like 
jazz playing and vivacious 
jazz-in� ected Celtic original 
themes’ (The Guardian).

Now he has left the � ddles 
and pipes out of his line-up 
to focus on core jazz themes 
but ‘the harmonies are still 
laced with his trademark Celtic 
lilt fused with his own gentle 
tone’ (BBC Music Magazine).

Sunday’s concert is organ-
ised by Oban Music Society 
and begins at 3pm at St John’s 
Cathedral, George Street.  
Tickets at the door.

PARENTS of children who 
were born between March 1, 
2015 and February 29, 2016 
only have a couple of days left 
to register their child for a free 
early learning and childcare 
place.
Registration began on Monday 
(March 5) and closes tomorrow 
(Friday March 9).

Parents should go to their 
chosen nursery to pick up an 
information pack and com-
plete the application, taking 
their child’s birth certi� cate. 

Visit www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk /registering-your- child- 
nursery or call 01369 708503.

Oban gets ready 
for all that jazz

Rise in number  
of Argyll jobless

Register for free 
child care

The new woodland near Oban.

Community urged to love and 
nurture new Oban woodland

Fritillary butterfly. Right now there 
are only rough tracks to walk on, some 
can hardly be seen, but eventually they 
will become paths with viewpoints, 
said Mr Moll.

‘In the years ahead we will formalise 
paths and viewpoints without spoiling 
the natural beauty,’ said Mr Moll.

The hillside had been heavily grazed 
for more than 70 years before the 
death of a tenant farmer and Mr Moll 
deciding to do his bit to re-forest a 
small part of Scotland.

There are now 74,000 birch, 65,000 
oak, 19,000 wild cherry and 15,000 
beech trees planted there along with 

thousands of rowan, willow and alder 
and hundreds of hazel, aspen, bird 
cherry and guelder rose.

It has taken months to carry out the 
work. The first part of the project to 
get the ground ready began in Septem-
ber last year. The planting started in 
December and finished at the end of 
February.

Deer fencing is up and special-
ly-made caged stone styes are being 
put in place so people can get access.

Gates in have had to be padlocked 
because of being occasionally left 
open, letting deer in and putting the 
new trees at risk.

Lots of the trees, guarded with 
plastic to keep hungry voles away, 
have been mound planted so walkers 
exploring the area also need to wear 
sturdy footwear and watch out for 
holes about one foot deep where earth 
has been removed, said Mr Moll.

In the heart of the wood there is a 
hill-top circuit that follows a chain 
of large boulders to the impressive 

so-called Skull Stone. The woodland, 
which covers 95 hectares, is also near 
Lorn’s only stone circle and the 13ft 
Clach Na Caraig standing stone is 
just a few hundred metres away at 
Strontoiller.

A chambered cairn is also close by on 
Loch Nell’s southern shore and duns, 
hut circles and cup-marked stones dot 
the land around it.

Mr Moll said the project would not 
have been possible without financial 
support, adding: ‘This woodland 
contributes directly to the Scottish 
Government’s published targets for 
woodland creation. We are grateful 
for the direct support and assistance 
we have received from Forestry Com-
mission Scotland and Scottish Water. 
Both agencies have described this 
woodland creation project as a case 
study in best practice.’

Local help also came from Taynuilt 
Trees, fencer Neil MacFadyen and ‘a 
dedicated squad’ of  planters from P S 
Forestry Ltd.

‘No one can believe we have done 
this so quick but we have, with a lot of 
help. Our aim is to return this wee bit 
hill to what it might have looked like, 
plus adding a little beech, when Scot-
land was named Caledonia – ‘Wooded 
Heights’ – by the invading Romans.

‘We hope, in due course, that it will 
mirror some of the ancient woodlands 
that can be seen from the hilltop. 
This is our small contribution to the 
re-forestation of Scotland.’

The Forestry Commission has rec-
ognised it as the largest native broad 
leaf woodland to be planted in the 
Oban area in 2017.

YOUNGSTERS and their parents headed to 
Oban town centre for a day of epic storytelling.

World Book Day was celebrated with children’s 
stories every hour at Waterstones in George 
Street on Thursday March 1.

Stories included the classic tale Where the Wild 
Things Are.

Bookseller Lea Timsit dressed up as the book’s 

main character Max and Oban dad Jamie Yates 
turned storyteller for the day.

‘I’ve had lots of practice over the last four years 
reading to my daughter so I was happy to help 
out,’ he said.

World Book Day is now in its 22nd year, 
spreading the magic of reading to children all 
around the globe.

LOCH Lomond and the Trossachs National 
Park is preparing to welcome campers to its loch 
shores after the second season of camping man-
agement byelaws came into effect on Thursday 
March 1.

The seasonal byelaws cover certain parts of the 

national park between March and September. 
The byelaws were introduced in 2017 to protect 
some of the area’s most popular shores from en-
vironmental damage caused by the high volume 
of visitors and issues with anti-social behaviour 
from some campers.

Loch Lomond camping byelaws back in force

Oban reading fun on World Book Day
World Book Day fun at Waterstones in Oban. 17_T10_World Book Day_Waterstones
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Days gone by – 1881

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint
OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Hugh Cameron (1816-1883) Morvern, holding the donkey’s head. Hugh, known as ‘Croisaig’, from the village where he 
was born on the north side of Loch Arienas, was descended from the Camerons of Glendessary, who were landowners 
in Morvern as early as the 1600s. He is seen here with some English visitors at Achranich near the head of Loch Aline. 

Photograph: Iain Thornber

Social media

These times of well-documented austerity seem to be 
never-ending, with local authorities such as Argyll 

and Bute Council in a perpetual cycle of cutting costs 
and budget overspends.

This fiscal year is no different, with the council’s 
Health and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) having 
to deliver additional savings of between £5 million and 
£6 million on top of the £8 million already planned for 
2018-2019.

However, as we report this week, the situation could have 
been worse as the HSCP was anticipating savings totalling 

£18.1 million. One thing is for certain: Councillor Kieron 
Green was right on the money when he said: ‘It’s a very 
difficult budget. It’s looking like there’s not going to be 
sufficient resources available to deliver our strategic plan.’

Also correct was former councillor and Oban resident 
Neil MacIntyre who called for new thinking on how care 
in the community is delivered. He added: ‘We can’t keep 
struggling on like this.’

The Integrated Joint Board will consider what changes 
to make when it meets on March 28. It promises to be a 
challenging day.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Excerpt from The Cremation of Sam 
McGee by Robert Service

There are strange things done in the 
midnight sun
By the men who moil for gold;
The Arctic trails have their secret tales
That would make your blood run cold;
The Northern lights have seen queer 
sights,
But the queerest they ever did see
Was the night on the marge of Lake 
Lebarge
I cremated Sam McGee.

Now Sam McGee was from Tennessee, 
where the cotton blooms and blows.
Why he left his home in the South to roam 
round the Pole, God only knows.
He was always cold, but the land of Gold 
seemed to hold him like a spell;
Though he’d often say in his homely way 
that he’d sooner live in hell.

On a Christmas Day we were mushing 
our way over the Dawson Trail.
Talk of your cold! Through the parka’s 
fold it stabbed like a driven nail.
If our eyes we’d close, then the lashes 
froze till sometimes we couldn’t see;
It wasn’t much fun, but the only one to 
whimper was Sam McGee.

Perhaps because the work of Robert 
Service was read to me so frequently 
– including the poem above – when I 
was young, with its linguistic brilliance 
in evoking scenes of snow and icy cold, 
I have always yearned to experience 
that climate.

Some day I will get to the Yukon 
in the north-west of Canada, where 
Service lived for a time and wrote of in 
his most famous works, but until then 
I will satisfy my craving for the cold by 
making the most of these times when 
snow and ice cover Scotland.

Last week brought an unexpected 
period of snowy pleasure.

In no way do I make light of the 
disruption, the danger, the economic 
impact and the daily hazards and 
hassles of last week’s weather anomaly 
named the Beast from the East but, all 
these real and significant issues aside, I 
absolutely loved it.

It was like going on holiday to another 
country without the inconvenience and 
expense of having to travel.

Going from warm to cold and cold to 
warm is one of my favourite physical 
experiences so rolling about in the 
snow in my swimming trunks – apolo-
gies to the neighbours – was a frequent 
activity last week.

Elsewhere were plenty of signs that 
folk were making the most of the me-
teorological novelties. The population 

of snowmen hit an impressive high on 
Thursday, and sledging, skiing and 
snow-surfing became common sights in 
the most unusual inner city locations.

Apart from the novel range of outside 
activities, the enforced time spent at 
home by many not able to get to work, 
while it can be very disruptive, can also 
give a delightful bonus of unforeseen 
leisure time.

On Friday night I was walking 
through a snow-covered Kelvingrove 
Park in Glasgow, just a few hundred 
yards from where Robert Service 
worked for the Commercial Bank of 
Scotland on Corunna Street, near 
where the Ben Nevis Bar is today.

Little did he think when he sat 
behind his clerk’s desk at the age of 
21, frustrated by the confines of his 
job and envisaging a new life, that his 
words would have such a long-reaching 
influence.

He would not have dreamed then that 
in the year 2018 his future writings 
composed in a strange country and 
about a place he hadn’t yet heard of, 
would be resonating in the head of 
an accordion player from Tiree who, 
because of the effect of his poetry, was 
marvelling at the majesty and beauty of 
the icy weather.

The immortality of the writer, the 
creator, the innovator and the inventor 
is marked by such occasions.

The real facts of the 
renewables debate
Sir,
Over recent times there has been com-
ment and speculation about the future 
direction of renewables in the Outer 
Hebrides. Much of this comment has 
had little regard to the factual position 
in which the Outer Hebrides finds itself.

It may be useful to outline some of the 
key facts around the present position. 
These facts are as follows.

Both the distribution and transmission 
network in the Outer Hebrides are at 
full capacity and therefore no further 
connections are possible – including 
connections for community generators.

The UK Government has created a 
new technology category called Remote 
Island Wind to allow developers in the 
Scottish Islands to compete in the 2019 
Contracts for Difference auction.

Contracts for Difference are now 
the only support mechanism for wind 
and other forms of renewable energy 
generation.

The 2019 Contracts for Difference 
auction will require generators to 
demonstrate they have planning con-
sents and a grid connection offer in 
place.

Only generators with these planning 
and grid consents will be able to com-
pete in the auction.

The only developers who hold the 
appropriate consents are Lewis Wind 
Power and Forsa Energy.

If both these organisations are suc-
cessful at auction, it will provide the 
required certainty for the electricity 
grid owner to invest in a new grid infra-
structure to the Outer Hebrides.

New grid infrastructure, for the fore-
seeable future, is therefore dependent 
on a successful auction outcome.

The only way that new grid and a 
renewables industry will emerge in the 
Outer Hebrides, in the foreseeable fu-
ture, is if Lewis Wind Power and Forsa 
Energy are successful at auction in 2019.

By extension, the only way the addi-
tional generators (including community 
generators) will be able to connect, in 
the foreseeable future, is if Lewis Wind 
Power and Forsa Energy are successful 
at auction in 2019.

Calum Iain Maciver,
Director of Development, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

Measured debate is 
needed on rewilding
Sir,
While Iain Thornber (‘Big predators 
for the Small Isles?’, The Oban Times, 
February 15) is perfectly entitled to 
his views on rewilding, he does the de-
bate no service by introducing his piece 
with references to ‘wacky characters’ 
and ‘quirky schemes’, describing rewil-
ding as ‘the latest fashionable wheeze’.

Whether or not it is a conservation 
strategy that is applicable or appropriate 
to Highland Scotland is a debate worth 
having, but talk of ‘freaks an follies’, 
‘self-delusionists’ and wacky, absentee 
landowners is to polarise from the 
outset.

The removal of black rats (which Mr 
Thornber describes somewhat fondly 
as ‘rare’) from the Shiant Isles is an 
RSPB-led project to protect and restore 
populations of ground-nesting seabirds 

by eradicating an invasive, non-native 
species that consumes the eggs and 
chicks of native birds.

It follows similar, successful projects 
on Ailsa Craig, Ramsey and Lundy 
and is not, as Mr Thornber seems 
keen for us to believe, simply a scheme 
hatched by an old Etonian landlord to 
‘ease £900,000’ from RSPB and SNH 
in pursuit of his personal passion for 
rewilding.

Mr Thornber writes emotively of the 
slaughter of hundreds of deer that he 
says will result from rewilding, but, as 
he knows, the killing of deer has been 
a fact of Highland life for a great many 
years, and culling is carried out by 
deer managers to prevent overgrazing 
and protect the welfare of the herd.

The Scottish National Deer Cull 
regularly claims more than 100,000 
deer annually (SNH). Rewilding, as I 
understand it, would seek to strike a 
more natural balance between deer and 
forest. Certainly, talk of the ‘sacrifice’ 
of a deer that has ‘lived in the area for 
the past 10,000 years’ is deceptive and 
sensionalistic.

Mr Thornber’s characterisation of re-
wilding as ‘blanket woodland ... guarded 
by lynx, wolves and bears’ is to present 
an extreme scenario which, I believe, is 
the vision of few and has little chance 
of coming to fruition. It is certainly not 
something that will simply ‘slip through’.

Yet rewilding as a concept need not 
be scary as Mr Thornber paints it. An 
article in The Guardian (July 3, 2017) 
points to examples in coastal and 
riverine areas of the Netherlands and 
the restoration of saltmarsh, reedbed 
and insect-rich grassland in England.

In the Highlands, the concept might 
well be extended to include the rein-
statement of larger, better-connected, 
more natural areas of habitat in which 
the already present pine martens, 
red squirrels, wildcats, beavers and 
capercaillie flourish. What is warranted 
is sober, measured debate, not sensa-
tionalism and a condescending tone.

CS Whyte,
Dunblane.

Sad times for Fort 
William Football Club
Sir,
I am writing from a perspective of 
someone who no longer lives in Loch-
aber, though I still have a major part 
of my heart in Fort William and when 
I heard that Colin Neilson had died, I 
knew it would be a very sad day for Fort 
William Football Club. Colin was truly 
the heart and soul of the club.

I also was saddened to hear that the 
directors of Fort William Football Club 
had resigned and that no one has come 
forward to take their place and that this 
special place for so many youngsters 
could cease to exist.

This is so tragic for all your young, fit 
and keen footballers and future football 
players. I know how onerous the task 
must be but surely among you retired fit 
men, and should I say fit women, there 
must be some who can help keep these 
boys active, ambitious and away from 
the drug scene.

It would be so calamitous if this foot-
ball club was allowed to die, especially 
as there is so much fresh hope for the 
town of Fort William in the new venture 
for the aluminium company.

Can no one persuade the directors to 

continue their good work if some other 
good citizens would give up their time 
to support them in the many roles that 
encompass the running of the club?

Please do not let the young, keen, fit 
and healthy boys in your town down – 
you should be so proud and encourage 
them.

Pauline Radcliffe,
Late of Corpach, now Aberdeen.

Thanks for help after 
su� ering a fall
Sir,
My husband had a nasty fall in Oban on 
Wednesday February 28 close on the 
heels of very serious illness (sepsis and 
pneumonia) in hospital two weeks ago.

This was all rather alarming and not 
a pleasant sight for passers-by as there 
was blood. A lot.

However, I would like to thank the 
kind gentleman who assisted and called 
the ambulance, as well as the staff of 
Bossards bistro, who took us in until 
the paramedics arrived (who were also 
brilliant) and other folk around who 
offered help, tissues and so on.

The good news is that he had no bro-
ken bones and after thorough medical 
checks and patching up seems to be OK.

Amanda Chadderton,
Tayvallich.

Despairing of 
Stagecoach attitude
Sir,
I am writing in despair of Stagecoach’s 
‘if it doesn’t pay, close it’ attitude to its 
operations in and around Fort William 
and Lochaber.

I have had many happy holidays in 
Lochaber and I have used the buses 
provided by Highland Omnibuses and 
its subsequent offshoots. These have 
provided vital links throughout Loch-
aber and its adjoining districts.

This attitude from Stagecoach will 
do damage to communities. Perhaps 
another bus firm would be able to step 
in to keep services going. I hope so.

In this current age when we are all 
aware of the environment, something 
needs to be done, especially when traffic 
congestion is on the increase.

John Hughes,
Ormesby Grove, Wirral, Cheshire.

O�  ce was closed for 
reasons of sta�  safety
Sir,
Royal Mail is disappointed that your 
newspaper tweeted about the Oban 
delivery office being closed early on 
Wednesday February 28.

The office closed early because of 
the severe weather warnings issued 
and because mail was unable to get 
through to Oban as a result of the 
exceptionally difficult weather further 
south. It was also to ensure that staff 
could travel home safely in case fur-
ther bad weather arrived in the area.

Our postmen and women in Oban 
and its surrounding areas are out 
delivering and continue to deliver 
throughout bad weather. We make no 
apology for trying to ensure the safety 
of all our workers.

Scott Sneddon,
Operations manager, Royal Mail.

A car left outside the back of the 
Perle Hotel has been given multiple 
parking tickets, causing a signi� cant 
amount of comment.
Allan Strang Jnr: ‘Has owner been 
found? has owner been missing. What 
if that’s the case and they’re just slap-
ping tickets on it every now and again 
... Why don’t they think and try � nd 
owner instead of dishing out tickets.’
Roger Brown: ‘If the car hasn’t moved, 
it’s a continuous contravention and 
only the � rst ticket is payable. There is 
legal precident for this.’
Nicola Gemmell: ‘Seen one of the 
wardens putting two tickets on the car 
in the space of a few hours.’

Séamus Jim MacAoidh: ‘Maybe 
someone has a non existent quota to 
reach, and is doing it the easy way.’
Samantha Leiper: That was there a 
week or two ago and I was in subway 
and they put a ticket on then walked 
away 5 minutes later slapped another 
ticket on the car is that how they work 
is it??
Bob Gibson: ‘Dishing out tickets 
raises money, trying to � nd the owner 
doesn’t.’
David MacLennan: ‘The tickets will 
cost more than tge car is worth soon.’
Sandrahiggins Higgins: ‘Surely the 
police can trace owner through DVLA.’
Ross Freeman: ‘I thought you can’t 

get a second ticket if you got one on 
the screen.’
Lewis Wilson-Ross: ‘Could this be a 
sign of something wrong, does this 
car belong to an elderly person. Is this 
person ok???’

There was also comment on the 
Royal Mail o�  ce closing early last 
Wednesday because of the weather.
Graham West: ‘Can’t belive the post 
o�  ce was closed went down to pick 
up a parcel I really had to laugh when I 
saw the sign and had a Victor Meldrew 
moment “I don’t belive it”!!!!’
Laura Murphy: ‘Absolutely ridiculous. 
Beautiful day all day today.’

FHAD ’S A THA MI a’ sgrìobhadh 
seo tha lòineagan sneachda a’ tuiteam 
gu socair ach gu fàbharach chan eil e 
a’ laighe, an seo co-dhiù, agus saoil-
idh mi gun d’ fhuair sinn ar leòr dheth 
air a’ gheamhradh.

Ach ann a bhith ag ràdh sin tha mi 
a’ cuimhneachadh air ais air làithean 
m’ òige air geamhraidhean le mòran 
a bharrachd sneachda, a bha a’ mair-
sinn fad ùine cuideachd. Cha robh 
carbadan ach tearc feadh choimhears-
nachdan an Eilein Sgitheanaich an 
uairsin agus bha na bh ’ann beag agus 
aotrom taca ris na h-innealan a th’ 
againn an-diugh, ged a bha sinne gam 
faicinn uile mòr agus cumhachdach.

Tha mi a’ creidsinn gum biodh 
cruinn-shneachda gan cleachdadh air 
prìomh rathaidean ach cha robh leithid 
sin a’ nochdadh air slighean beaga 
cumhang dùthchail. Bha bhuil ann, 
agus nuair a thigeadh cabhadh sneach-
da cha robh roghainn ach tòiseachadh 
air rathaidean a ghlanadh le sluasaid-
ean, agus cha bu bheag an t-srì sin far 

am biodh glè thric citheachan anns an 
robh troighean de dhoimhneachd! Bha 
prìomhachas ga thoirt dha na slighean 
a dh’fheumadh bus na sgìre, còmhdhail 
sgoile, am post, agus bhanaichean 
bìdh, gun iomradh air dotairean agus 
seirbheis èiginn sam bith eile.

‘S iad ‘gillean an rathaid’ a bha an 
urra ris an dùbhlan a choinneachadh 
agus ged a bha gu leòr spòrs ga dhèan-
amh mu cho beag ‘s a bha iad a’ cur às

an dèidh a’ chuid eile den bhliadhna, 
chan eil teagamh nach robh iad 
a’ cosnadh an tuarastail ri àm an 
t-sneachda. Cha robh guth air sail-
leadh rathaidean an uairsin, dìreach 
beagan gainmhche far an robh bruth-
ach, agus cha robh dad air a’ chuid a 
bu chòmhnardaiche.

Leis gun robh an sneachda mar sin a’ 
laighe fad ùine bhiodh a’ mhòr-chuid 
de na carbadan a’ cleachdadh shèini-
chean air an cuid chuibhlichean iomain 
agus saoilidh mi gum bheil mi fhathast 
a’ cluinntinn gliongadaich shèinichean 
bhan a’ phuist a’ dol seachad.

Ag èisteachd is a’ coimhead 
naidheachdan na dùthcha thar na 
seachdain a chaidh, bha mi a’ cuimh-
neachadh cho dìcheallach agus cho 

soirbheachail ‘s a bha daoine a’ 
cuideachadh càch a chèile. Bidh mi 
a’ smaoineachadh gur bochd nach do 
chuir iad an aon spàirn ann an gleid-
headh an cànain is an dualchas, ach 
theagamh nach robh for aca air an ìre 
gun robh e a’ crìonadh.

Ach ‘s ann an àm a’ chruadail a 
dh’aithnichear na càirdean, agus nach 
math gum bheil ceatharnaich leithid 
Gillian Rothach an sàs, agus gur 
math thèid dhith mar Phrionnsapal ùr 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

WHEN fortune frowns, friends be-
come known, says a Gaelic proverb, 
and this was emphatically confirmed 
by community spirit during the recent 
storms. These actions revived strong 
memories of my Skye childhood, and 
they also renewed my desire to see 
more of such effort committed to Gael-
ic language and culture revitalisation.

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Gaelic champion Dr Gillian Munro, 
who will take over as the next princi-
pal of Sabhal Mor Ostaig in autumn.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.
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FRUSTRATION and disap-
pointment have been the reac-
tion in Lochaber this week now 
that 15 months have passed since 
NHS Highland last advertised 
three vacant surgeons’ positions 
at the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William. 

Health bosses have instead re-
lied on £737,000 worth of locum 
cover to maintain services at the 
second busiest hospital in the 
Highlands.

An NHS Highland represent-
ative said: ‘NHS Highland has 
made strenuous and repeated 
efforts to recruit substantive 
consultant posts, particularly 
surgeons, at the Belford Hospital 
for a number of years. Since 2014, 
we have advertised for three sub-
stantive and five locum surgeons.

‘However, these repeated 
efforts to recruit consultants and 
the fact that we were unable to 
fill the posts made it clear that a 
different approach was required.’

In February 2017, NHS High-
land bosses undertook a review 
of the job description in an 
attempt to make the vacant posts 
‘more attractive for the potential 
recruitment and retention of 
consultants’. 

However, since then, none of 
the vacant positions at the hospi-
tal has been advertised. 

Retired Lochaber GP and 
non-executive member of NHS 
Highland board Michael Foxley 
said he was ‘extremely disap-
pointed’ to see that nothing has 
been advertised after 15 months. 

Dr Foxley also raised concerns 
over the possibility of NHS 
Highland developing rotational 
contracts whereby consultants at 
the Belford will rotate with other 

consultants at Raigmore Hospital 
in Inverness.

He said: ‘There’s been much 
talk about rotational positions at 
Raigmore but details of controls 
and how this will operate have 
not been made available yet.

‘Rotational contracts are a 
very good idea in theory but to 
be effective they must work in 
practice. It is easy for default staff 
to just remain in Raigmore.

‘The Belford is the busiest of the 
six rural hospitals in Highland 
because of traumas on mountains 
and roads. The post needs to be 
advertised along with promoting 
the qualities of life in Lochaber – 
it’s a safe place to live.’

While the job description 
review has been taking place 
over the last year, the hospital has 
been staffed by a regular team 
of locum consultant surgeons. 
But even recruiting locums has 
proved problematic, according 
to NHS Highland, as ‘modern 
surgeons tend to be more spe-
cialised’ and there are ‘very few 
generalist surgeons able to work 
in a rural general hospital’.

Retired Belford Hospital con-
sultant surgeon, David Sedgwick, 
said that problems with recruit-
ment stem from wider issues in 
medical and surgical training, in 
which junior surgeons are direct-
ed towards specialising in narrow 
fields.

He said: ‘There is a series of 
reasons why this problem has 
occurred. One is that there has 
been this increasing trend to have 
super specialists where surgeons 
don’t operate on certain parts 
of the body and only do certain 
operations. This has come about 
by a significant reduction in the 
number of hours of training for 
junior doctors.

‘Therefore, there is a push to 

There will be a strong Lochaber representation when the world’s greatest dog show gets under way today (Thursday) at Birming-
ham NEC. Running until Sunday, Crufts  2018 will see 22,000 dogs and owners from around the world taking part and among those 
making the long journey south from our region will be, from left, Ann Winning with Rowan, Jackie MacDonald with Suri and Myley 

and Rally (not pictured), and obedience event assistant team manager Sarah Holroyd. (Full story, page � ve) IF F10 Crufts 04

Frustrations voiced at failure 
to fi ll Belford surgeons’ jobs

Volunteers 
tackle A82 
litter blight

Fingers and paws crossed for Crufts glory

DISCARDED food packaging, 
fast-food wrappers, piles of bro-
ken glass and even an old fridge 
are among the items of rubbish 
dumped along the verges of 
the A82 at North Ballachulish 
recently.

Nether Lochaber Community 
Association is in the process of 
working with the local Gleaner 
filling station to create a view-
point and picnic area and, on 
Sunday, members cleared up 
more of the litter constantly 
being left behind.

The fridge was uplifted as well as 
bags of broken glass that was raked 
up after the bottle banks were 
shifted to a new concrete stand 
near to the filling station.

Iain Jenner, chairman of Nether 
Lochaber Community Council, 
was one of the volunteers involved 
in Sunday’s clean-up and says with 
the boom in tourist numbers to the 
Highlands expected to produce the 
busiest season ever this year, there 
is a real need for more education 
when it comes to litter.

‘Litter isn’t just a North Balla-
chulish problem – it seems to be an 
A82 problem,’ said Mr Jenner.

‘The fridge had been chucked off 
the cliff and just epitomised the 
problem. What is needed is more 
education. Litter along the A82 
verges is definitely getting worse 
year on year and I think it is a 
combination of austerity cutbacks 
to council services, combined with 
the growth in fast-food outlets and 
the massive numbers of tourists 
and visitors we now get.

‘We’re fast approaching what 
could be the busiest-ever tourist 
season in the Highlands and the 
message needs to get out not to 
throw litter and other rubbish into 
the countryside.’

centralise services to central 
hospitals, but this hasn’t taken 
account of services at rural 
hospitals in the Highlands and 
across other parts of the coun-
try. There needs to be a change 
in direction.’

Mr Sedgwick explained 
that unless there is a willingness 
to train general surgeons and 
encourage them to work at 

rural hospitals, the problems of 
recruitment will continue.

‘Politicians have got to put 
pressure on the profession for 
training surgeons to work in ru-
ral hospitals,’ he said. ‘Otherwise 
people will have to travel four 
hours to get an appendix out – it 
really is getting that bad.’

‘There’s got to be more encour-
agement  for trainees to consider 

working in rural hospitals and I 
don’t think that’s there. Maybe 
even a financial incentive might 
work.’

Filling other consultant posts at 
Belford has also proved difficult 
for NHS Highland as one of the 
three physician posts has been 
vacant. Lochaber council leader, 
Andrew Baxter, expressed his 
frustration at the recruitment 

process at NHS Highland. He 
said: ‘This is not a new problem 
and I’m staggered it’s taken them 
a year and all that money to 
realise they need a different ap-
proach to recruitment, not just in 
Lochaber but across Highland. 
You’d think that when the NHS 
don’t have much money that they 
would want to find a solution to 
this as quickly as possible.’

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

New season
L A U N C H

20% off
new clothing & home*

4  D A Y  E V E N T
T H U R S  1 5 T H  -  S U N  1 8 T H  M A R C H

*Offer valid on full price clothing. Excludes concessions, alcohol & food.

B E L F O R D  R O A D ,  F O R T  W I L L I A M ,  P H 3 3  6 P F    T :  013 9 7  7 0 4 2 4 4 

V I S I T  U S  T O D A Y

P.G. FIELDTM

HERITAGE



12 LEISURE Thursday 8 March, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk

Thursday 
8th March

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY

Friday 
9th March

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
6 pm – 8 pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ The Lorne Bar 
Oban
DJ Night
10am - 2am

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
Live Music with Calum 
MacPhail Band from 9pm
Free entry
Open till 1am

Saturday 
10th March

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Dance Academy – 
Musical Theatre Class
Glencruitten Church Hall
10 am – 12.30 pm

Sew-In for SiMBA
The Rock� eld Centre
10am-1pm

Saturday 
10th March

Cearcall Còmhraidh (Gaelic 
Conversation Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre, 
12pm-1.30pm

Slow Session #3
The Rock� eld Centre
2pm - 3.30pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
Live Music with Jono from 
10pm
Free entry
Open till 2am

Hill Walk
Kinlochleven
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
DJ Night
10am - 2am

Sunday 
11th March

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

International Women’s 
Day celebration
The Rock� eld Centre
11am - 4pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 
per team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Monday 
12th March

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Monday 
12th March

Oban Photographic Club 
Meeting
Regent Hotel
7.15pm-9.30pm

Tuesday 
13th March

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Irish Dancing Classes
St Columba’s Cathedral 
Hall
4.15pm-5.45pm

Wednesday 
14th March

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

FREE workshops 
Web & Social Media 
Analytics
West Highland Housing 
Association
9.30am-12.30pm
To book a place contact 
the Business Gateway 
team on 01546 808363

Under The Skin Camera 
Club
The Rock� eld Centre
6.30pm - 7.30pm

Inveraray Accordion and 
Fiddle Club
Inveraray Inn at 8pm
Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ The Lorne Bar 
Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and 
free pizza at half time

WHAT’S ON 
I N  O B A N

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

The Oban Times supports local charities 
and not-for-profit event organisers

Let us know about your forthcoming event to 
appear for free in our listings, in association 

with Oban Town Diary.
We have reduced our community noticeboard box adverts 

to just £10 plus VAT (where VAT is applicable) 
Put your event in front of 25,000 readers and also see what 

we can offer you by promoting your event online – we 
have more than 11,000 followers on Facebook and 36,000 

monthly visitors to www.obantimes.co.uk
It pay to advertise with The Oban Times – first for 

community news, business news and events  throughout 
Oban, Lochaber and the West Highlands.

Contact Nadine or Rhona on 01631 568000

> radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

Events may charge. Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.

To list your event, please call  01631 568000

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 08 MÀRT
THURSDAY 08 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt) 
19.55    Binneas – Na Trads – Tide 
Lines (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00    ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie 
21.45 Belladrum 2017: The 
Sherlocks (rpt)   
22.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Fleasgaich an 
Iasgaich – competitive � shing 
around the world
23.15 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
Paddy Callaghan (rpt)
23.30    Mach à Seo! (rpt)

DIHAOINE 09 MÀRT
FRIDAY 09 MARCH
17.00   Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.35   Machair (rpt)

19.00   An Là - News  
19.25   Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30   From Harris With Love: Chi 
Mi’n Tìr  (rpt)
20.00   Òran na Mnà – Mary Smith 
explores the themes of love & loss 
through the Gaelic poetry and 
songs of women in Scotland (rpt)
20.30   Cuimhneachan – Songs 
and poetry about World War 1 (rpt)
21.00   Agus a’nochd (Na 
h-Entertainers) (rpt)
22.00   Òrain nan Gàidheal – some 
of the best Gaelic singers and the 
SSO (rpt)
23.00   Rathad na Deighe – ice 
road rescuers (rpt)
23.45   Ceòl bho Perthshire – 
featuring Karen Matheson (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 10 MÀRT
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.35 Machair (rpt)
18.00    ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Premiership – Partick Thistle v 

Aberdeen
20.00  From Harris With Love: Chi 
Mi ’n Tìr (rpt)
20.30 North Coast 500 – Le Anne 
Lundon (rpt) 
21.00  Fèis na Mara – featuring 
Kathleen MacInnes, Donald 
Macdonald & the Islands and 
Mànran (rpt)
22.00    Fleasgaich an Iasgaich 
(rpt)
22.45    Belladrum: Cridhe Tartan 
– Rachel Sermanni (rpt)
22.55    Scottish Premiership – 
Partick Thistle v Aberdeen (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 11 MÀRT
SUNDAY 11 MARCH
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.30     Seachd Là
19.30   Alleluia (rpt)
20.00     Eòrpa – a special 
compilation containing extracts 
from three reports focusing on 
Scandinavia (rpt)
20.30     Leugh Mi – with guest 

Ruairidh Graham and Viktoria 
Marker (rpt)
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd (rpt)
22.00 Fèis na Mara (rpt)
23.00 Rathad na Deighe (rpt)
23.45    Belladrum 2016: Cridhe 
Tartan – Rachel Sermanni (rpt)

DILUAIN 12 MÀRT
MONDAY 12 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Caistealan Alba – the 
history of Scotland’s castles (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50   Binneas – Na Trads – Ross 
Ainslie (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Cuimhneachan – Songs and 
poetry about World War 1 (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Dà Eilean – Aon 
Teaghlach – an extraordinary story 
a� ecting two families and two 
islands (rpt) 
22.00 Na Trads - Shooglenifty (rpt)
22.30 Opry an Iúir – featuring 

Mike Denver (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 13 MÀRT
TUESDAY 13 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain – visiting 
the North East’s well-known 
salmon rivers (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55    Binneas – Na Trads – 
Seumus O’ Sullivan (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 Fuine – recipes that will 
impress your guests (rpt) 
21.00 Air an Rathad – Railidh na 
Trealaich  (rpt)  
22.00 Trusadh – Dà Eilean – Aon 
Teaghlach (rpt)
23.00    Òran na Mnà – last 
programme in the series exploring 
themes of Gaelic poetry and songs 
of women in Scotland (rpt)
23.30    Alleluia – featuring Màiri 
MacInnes and Darren MacLean (rpt)

DICIADAIN 14 MÀRT
WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.05 Caistealan Alba – the 
history of Scotland’s castles (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt) 
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads – Ross 
Ainslie (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 North Coast 500 – Le 
Anne Lundon – the � nal leg of her 
Scottish North circular road-trip 
(rpt)
21.00 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
22.00    ÙR | NEW: Mach à Seo! 
– an action-packed weekend in 
Glencoe 
22.30    Na Trads – Shooglenifty 
(rpt)
23.00    DIY le Donnie – Donnie 
Macleod installs a new � oor (rpt)
23.45    Ceòl bho Perthshire 
Amber – showcasing the MacLean 
Project (rpt)

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema
Lochgilphead   Thu 8 - Sat 10 March 

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 
30 mins before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. 
Concessions £5.50.

Futureproof - prior to screenings of Three Billboards and 
Darkest Hour, we will show a free photo presentation.

Coco (PG) 105 mins
Disney Pixar musical animation set in Mexico’s Land 
of the Dead. “Pixar has raised the animation bar” 
Empire   08/03 at 5.30pm, 10/03 at 2pm 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (15) 115 mins
Black comedy starring Frances McDormand and 
Woody Harrelson.  “Frances McDormand tears the 
movie open, showing you what a broken heart 
looks like.” New York Times  
08/03 at 8.30pm, 10/03 at 8.30pm
The Greatest Showman (12A) 119 mins
Hugh Jackman stars in old-time musical that is a 
box office sensation.  “a crowd-pleasing romp”  
Observer   09/03 at 5.30pm
Darkest Hour (PG) 125 mins
War time drama. “Churchill’s darkest hour is Gary 
Oldman’s finest.” Empire  09/03 at 8.30pm, 
10/03 at 5.30pm

Lorn Drama Festival
The 21st Lorn Drama 
Festival brings to Oban’s 
Corran Halls next week 
The Vikings and A 
Stormy Night for the UN 
who are stuck in Connel.

The Lorn Drama Fes-
tival is an annual festival 
for one-act plays and is 
open to any amateur 
group, including schools 
and junior drama clubs. 
It draws on dramatic tal-
ent from all over Argyll, 
from Campbeltown to 
Taynuilt and this year 
has a really encouraging 
number of junior teams.

Benderloch Juniors 
are presenting two plays, 
both devised by the 
actors: A Stormy Night is 
a satirical piece based on 
the idea that several world 
leaders find themselves 
stranded in Connel after 
an unscheduled stopover 
on the way back from 
a meeting. The second 
is a magical adventure 
story which unfolds 
after a group of children 
discover a book of spells. 

Other youth plays are My 
Space, Our Place devised 
and written by the cast 
and performed by Tay-
nuilt and District Drama 
Society Junior section 
which was inspired by 
2018 being the Year of 
the Young Person, and 
The Nightingales, a dra-
matic interpretation of a 
tale by Hans Christian 
Andersen, performed by 
Argyll Youth Theatre, 
who make a welcome 
return to the festival this 
year.

Lochnell Primary 
School are presenting 
The Vikings, which 
tells the story through 
drama and song of a 
group of Vikings who 
invade the monastery on 
Lindisfarne and pillage 
whatever they can from 
the monks there. They 
return home to their 
women and children and 
then all gather round to 
listen to a saga, complete 
with Gods and a giant. 
The cast is made up 

entirely of primary three 
and four children, who 
have made their own 
props and costumes.

The adult teams are 
presenting an interesting 
variety of plays, Seil 
Drama Club return with 
A Mystery Tour by Colin 
Calvert. 

The ladies of a flower 
arranging group are 
on an outing to a castle 
but events take several 
dramatic changes.

Casualties is an original 
script by Ken Sutherland, 
set in Oban just after the 
Second World War, and 
will be performed by Tay-
nuilt adults, and Accent 
Players from Campbel-
town are presenting A 
Dummy Run, a comedy 
by Robin Wilson.

Benderloch Drama 
Club are entering two 
teams. Stream, River, 
Sea is a bittersweet 
story of bereavement 
and was written by the 
same author as Goldfish 
Girl, Pandemonium 

and That’s Mine, This is 
Yours, which Benderloch 
have performed at previ-
ous festivals.

The second play, Mary, 
Mary is a farce of mistak-
en identity featuring three 
characters called Mary. 
Coincidentally, this play 
was written by this year’s 
adjudicator, Bruce Adam.

Bruce has been teaching 
and lecturing in drama, 
acting and performance 
and English for many 
years. As well as being 
a committee member of 
the Scottish Association 
of Speech and Drama 
adjudicators, he is also an 
examiner in drama for the 
Scottish Qualifications 
Authority. He has had an 

extremely wide and varied 
experience and continues 
to enjoy what only can be 
described as an eclectic 
involvement in theatre, 
directing and performing 
in everything from Shake-
speare to panto and from 
musical theatre to street 
theatre.

This year there will 
be a new award for the 
best original script, 
written by the clubs and 
in its first production. It 
is hoped that this award 
will encourage clubs and 
local writers to produce 
interesting and original 
work for the festival.

So go along to the 
Corran Halls and enjoy 
a great evening’s enter-
tainment, and give your 
support to the teams, 
young and old, who have 
worked so hard to put on 
their plays.

The 2018 festival will 
run from Wednesday 
March 14 to Friday March 

The Prof’s Big Idea, performed by the Benderloch and North Connel Drama 
Club Juniors at last year’s Lorn Drama Festival.

Remembrance by Taynuilt and District Drama 
Society Juniors.Seil Drama Group in All By Myself

16 in the Corran Halls, 
with each night starting 
at 7.30pm. Tickets are 
priced at £6 (£5 conces-
sion), and £15/£12 for all 
three nights.

Wednesday sees the 
Taynuilt and District 
Drama Society Adults 
team perform with 
Benderloch Junior B and 
Adults A, while Thursday 

sees Lochnell Primary, 
Argyll Youth Theatre, 
Seil Drama Group, and 
Benderloch Adults B. 
Taking to the stage on 
Friday are Taynuilt and 
District Drama Society 
Juniors, Benderloch 
Juniors A, and Accent. 
Prizes are awarded by the 
adjudicator on the Friday 
night.
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 11.00 Ian 
Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 19.00 
Rosie’s Highland Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John 
McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 13.00 Macky 
on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest 
Praise - Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 
22.00 Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10.00  Comfort Zone, 
Doug Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort 
Zone, 15.00 The Wednesday Jukebox with Michelle 
17.00 Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country Meets Rock & 
Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13.00 
Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen, 17.00 
Drivetime  with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 
20.00 Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports View, 19.00 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis 
Bingham, 21.00  Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday Morning, 
12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 
12.03   Sat Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday Morning 
Live, 13.30 Clyde, 18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 Dave 
Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 
Ken’s Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show 
- David Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham Scott, 
23.00 Station Close Down

Your local radio listings
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Across

1 Assist (4)

3 Metric weight (8)

9 Sale with bidders (7)

10 Home of canvas (5)

11 Those under a military commander (7,5)

14 Satisfied (3)

16 Out of date (5)

17 It surrounds an island (3)

18 An operation performed on a female (12)

21 Uncool sort (5)

22 Depths of the ocean (4-3)

23 In the open air (8)

24 Criticism (4)

Down

1 Sport polayed at the opponents home (4,4)

2 Record holder? (2-3)

4 What a keeper may keep (3)

5 Extended (12)

6 Fake items (3-4)

7 Come together with (4)

8 Unprincipled, ignoble (12)

12 Surgical instrument (5)

13 Babble (4,4)

15 Old you! (7)

19 Like the blackbird (5)

20 What comes to mind (4)

22 Medicine man (3)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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19 Like the blackbird (5)

20 What comes to mind (4)

22 Medicine man (3)

THE OBAN TIMES 
GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

Application Form
Name. .............................................................................................................................
Address. .........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Email ..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child (£11)�  Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. .............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)

� I have enclosed all photographs required � Cheque enclosed (postal applications only)

2018 APPLICATION FORM
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Adult 
£13.40

Children
£11 

Annual pass 
READER OFFER
Pay once and come back all year when you claim your 12-month 
local resident’s Sea Life Annual Pass for the cost of just one 
admission. Customers can use their pass at both the Oban and 
Loch Lomond Sea Life sites. Visit the seal sanctuary on the shores 
of Loch Creran near Oban or see Scotland’s largest collection of 
sharks and family favourites – otters Lily, Pickle and Cub at the 
Loch Lomond Sea Life Aquarium.
Claim your pass, using the Oban Times application form, and pay 
just £13.40. A child’s annual pass will cost just £11. Children under 
three go free of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you to 12 months 
unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary Oban and Sea Life 
Loch Lomond Aquarium, 20% discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary and 
Loch Lomond gift shops, a half price guide book and entry to our 
special events at both sites, including our Santa at Sea Life fun day 
to name a few.
To claim this offer complete the below application form and, along with an up-to-
date passport sized photograph, take it along to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, 
Oban (photos are required for both adult and child passes). This offer is valid until 
March 29, 2018. 

Terms and conditions apply. Photocopied application forms will not be accepted.Offer valid until March 29, 2018. Digital users: If 
you are reading the digital edition of The Oban Times and would like to apply for this offer, please call 01631 568000 or email your 
name, postal address and email address to readeroffer@obantimes.co.uk and we will arrange the relevant form to be posted to you.

Fred MacAulay 
‘30 YEARS ON’ 
tour prepares 
to visit Islay

Taynuilt dancer 
wins prestigious 
silver medal

Uyu Hiromoto joined Ballet 
West at Taynuilt in 2016.
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wins prestigious 

Uyu Hiromoto joined Ballet 
West at Taynuilt in 2016.

Uyu Hiromoto, a third 
year BA (Hons) degree 
student at Ballet West 
in Taynuilt, has been 
awarded a silver medal 
in the prestigious South 
African International 
Ballet Competition in 
Cape Town.

Gillian Barton, 
principal of Ballet 
West, said: ‘Huge con-
gratulations to Uyu. 

Winning the senior 
division silver medal 
at this important inter-
national competition 
against competitors 
of the highest caliber 
from across the 
globe doesn’t happen 
without many years of 
dedication, discipline 
and hard work, not 
only from the dancer 
but also from our 

teachers at Ballet 
West.’

Uyu is originally 
from Yokohama, 
Japan. She trained 
at the Kudo Ballet 
School, where she 
achieved a distinction 
in her Royal Academy 
of Dance exams and 
reached the finals in 
the 2014 and 2015 
Genée International 

Ballet Competitions. 
Since joining Ballet 
West in 2016, Uyu has 
been awarded the Roy-
al Academy of Dance’s 
highest award, the 
Solo Seal, and reached 
the finals of the BBC 
Young Dancer of the 
Year competition 
broadcast in 2017.

Also invited to take 
part in the South 

African International 
Ballet Competition was 
Uyu’s fellow third year 
student, Storm Norris.

V i c e - p r i n c i p a l 
Jonathan Barton was 
invited to teach a class 
for the competitors and 
was highly impressed 
by the standard of the 
entrants. Ballet West’s 
contingent was hosted 
by Art of Motion.

Edinburgh Fringe 
regular, Fred Mac-
Aulay is returning 
on tour this summer 
to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of his 
comedy career.

The ‘3O years on’ 
tour will come to 
Fred’s favourite 
venues around Scot-
land and he will 
be coming to Port 
Ellen, Ramsay hall 
on the Isle of Islay on 
Tuesday May 29.

The Financial 
Accountant turned 
comedian, TV show 
panelist and writer 
welcomes fans to 
catch up with his 
views on what’s going 
on in the world.

People may know 
Fred from popular 
TV shows Have I Got 
News For You and 
Mock The Week.

For more infor-
mation visit www.
fredmacaulay.com

Argyll’s biggest live 
music concert, Oban 
Live, is encouraging 
businesses to take part 
in the festival’s official 
fringe programme.

To become a fringe 
partner, businesses in 
and around the town 
can either run a daytime 
event before Oban Live 
starts, create a special of-
fer or host an after party 
once the gates close.

The festival runs from 
4pm to 11.30pm on June 
8 and 9 at Mossfield 
Stadium.

Businesses can upload 
their event and offer 

details on a new web 
page set up by Oban Live 
at www.obanlive.com/
fringepartners.

Events and offers will 
be heavily promoted 
in a fringe marketing 
campaign.

A special Oban Live 
Fringe programme pull-

out will appear in The 
Oban Times newspaper, 
June 7, and will include 
listings and information 
about the fringe with 
additional advertising 
opportunities in print 
and online. 

A dedicated web 
pagewww.obanlive.com/
fringe will also list events 
and links to Fringe part-
ner sites.

Events will then be 
promoted on social 
media from Oban 
Live, BID4Oban and 
The Oban Times, with 
a collective 29,000 
followers, as well as 

email communication 
to ticket holders.

Daniel Gillespie, man-
aging director for Oban 
Live, said: ‘A jam-packed 
Fringe programme can 
bring so many benefits 
to Oban and will really 
complement the event 
itself.

‘We are confident 
that by working with 
Fringe partners we can 
really enhance the visitor 
experience and provide 
memorable moments 
that they will share with 
friends and family back 
home. 

‘Also, by shouting 

about individual busi-
ness events and offers, 
this should encourage 
further visitor spend in 
the town.’

To be included in 
Fringe promotions, 
all Fringe events must 
be uploaded to www.
obanlive.com/fringe-
partners by Friday April 
20, 2018. 

For inquiries, pop into 
the BID4Oban office on 
Stevenson Street, Oban 
or email info@obanlive.
com.

Businesses encouraged to take part 
in Oban Live’s fringe programme

An Comunn Gàidhealach - 
Meur Chruachain

FINAL TAYNUILT 
WINTER CEILIDH

Joy Dunlop
Nicola Pearson

Male Voice Quartet ‘Fir an 
t-Sruth’

Plus Full Supporting 
Programme

Saturday 17th March
Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm

Adults - £4   Children £2

Easter Craft 
& Co� ee 
Morning

for
Mary’s Meals

on Saturday 
17th March

10.00 to 12.00 in
Connel Village Hall

NETHERLORN 
PIPING SOCIETY 

Recital by
Glenn Brown 

(From Ontario, Canada)
Thursday 15th March 2018

Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls at 7.30pm

Entry: Adults £3: 
Children Free

Inveraray & District
Accordion & 
Fiddle Club
Inveraray Inn

Wednesday 14th March
At 8.00pm

Guest Artistes
Janet Graham Trio

Supporting players most 
welcome
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Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Success for 
Islay event
The best from the 
west conquered the 
beast from the east 
last Friday night as a 
considerable audience 
came down from Islay 
for the Glasgow Islay 
Association’s annual 
gathering.

Due to the weather, 
the audience was 
inevitably slightly 
smaller than in pre-
vious years but those 
who made the long trip 
were rewarded with 
an excellent night of 
entertainment.

The concert’s 
chairman, David 
MacArthur, was a class 
act and had everyone 
in stitches with local 
stories and jokes. His 
finest moment was 
surely his introduction 
to Alasdair Currie 
(the 2017 Mòd gold 
medallist) in which he 
regaled the audience 
with tales of Alasdair 
from the likes of the 
Mòd and Tiree Music 
Festival but then, 
on a more serious 
note, expressed how 
proud the island had 
been when local lad, 
Alasdair, won the 
medal last October.

Alasdair lived up to 
expectations with a fine 

performance, while 
the other performers - 
Clare Jordan, Martainn 
Skene and accompanist 
Kirsteen Grant - also 
sang and played 
exceptionally well.

There was a lot 
of good pipe music 
throughout the evening 
with the solo perfor-
mances of gathering 
regular Pipe Major 
Andrew MacCowan as 
well as the collective 
effort of the brilliant 
Islay Pipe Band. The 
dance with Trail West 
was extremely good fun 
indeed.

All in all, it was a 
successful gathering 
– despite the Siberian 
weather’s attempt to 
throw it into jeopardy.

Well done to new 
association president 
Katherine McNaughton 
and her committee for 
organising such a fine 
evening.

GGMA 125th 
anniversary
Please note the details 
for this weekend in the 
what’s on section which 
are slightly different 
from the incorrect 
details I included two 
weeks ago.

The concert on 
Friday will celebrate 
the 125th anniversary 
of the Glasgow Gaelic 

The Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association celebrate their 125th anniversary 
this weekend as well as their conductor, Kenny Thomson’s, 50th year with the 

choir. 
Hundreds of Obanites danced to some of the country’s top DJs in the Corran Halls on Saturday night. 

NO_T10_DanceThisRoadTogether01_Credit John Gibb

Musical Association 
as well as the fact that 
Kenny Thomson has 
been with the GGs for 
50 years - 15 as a singer 
and 35 as conductor: 
a quite remarkable 
achievement.

The following night, 
the choir will hold a 
special dinner dance to 
continue the celebra-
tions.

Kenny’s influence 
on Gaelic music over 
those years has been 
immense. I remember 
learning a lot from 
his musical wisdom 
when he adjudicated 
solo competitions at 
the Mòd when I was 
younger and have since 
enjoyed working with 
him on projects such as 
his own composition of 
George Campbell Hay’s 
Seeker Reaper, and 

a Celtic Connections 
concert called The 
Clyde and the Com-
monwealth.

The celebrations are 
very much deserved.

What’s on
Friday March 9: 
Ceòlraidh Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu 125th 
anniversary concert in 
the Kelvinside Hillhead 
Parish Church at 8pm.
Saturday March 10: 
GGMA 125th anniver-
sary dinner dance in 
the Hilton Doubletree 
Hotel at 7pm.
Monday March 12: 
Glasgow Accordion and 
Fiddle Club - Roger 
Dobson Scottish Dance 
Band at 7pm in the 
Scotstounhill Bowling 
Club.
Friday March 16: Glas-
gow Skye Association 

Cothrom na h-Òigridh 
(youth concert) at 7pm 
in the Crawford Hall.
Saturday March 
17: Lewis/Harris 
Association ceilidh in 
the Crawford Hall at 
7.30pm.
Saturday March 17: 
Clydebank and District 
Highland Association 
supper dance at 7.30pm 
in the Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick.

Pub scene
Islay Inn.
Friday March 9: 
Crooked Reel.
Saturday March 10: The 
Parting Glass.
Sunday March 11: 
Jonathan Gillespie.
Park Bar.
Friday March 9: Trail 
West.
Saturday March 10: 
Scott Harvey.

Terms and conditions: Artists applying must currently live in Oban or the nearby surrounding area. For bands and duos, at least one member of the band must currently live in Oban or the nearby surrounding 
area. Applicants may include both original material and covers in their applications and the winner may include covers during their slot at Oban Live, June 8th or 9th. By applying to Oban Unsigned, entrants 
agree to give Oban Live, The Oban Times and obantimes.co.uk the right to use the music materials and any footage they have submitted as part of their application for campaign promotions on websites, on 
socialsocial media, and in print. Under-18s must have permission from a parent or guardian to take part and, if the winner is under 18, an adult must accompany them to the live show. The judges’ decision is final. 
The winning act must have enough material for a 30 minute performance and must be available from 3pm, Friday June 8 and Saturday June 9 – Performance time and duration will be confirmed with the 
winning act. The winning act must take part in publicity. Closing date for applications is 10am, Thursday April 5, 2018. For Oban Unsigned enquiries please call 01631 568000 or email pauline@obanlive.com.

With the abundance of local talent right here on 
our doorstep, Oban Live and The Oban Times, 
the event’s media partner, have teamed up to give 
one local band or artist the chance to perform at 
Oban Live 2018. The winner will join an 
impressive list of artists from trad-stars Skerryvore 
and Skipinnish to Ireland‘s hottest band 
Hermitage GHermitage Green
 
Performing to thousands at Argyll’s biggest live 
music event, taking place at Mossfield Stadium, 
Oban, June 8 & 9, the winning act will get their 
very own slot to showcase their talents. Last year’s 
event attracted 7,800 attendees to the two-day 
concert. As well as benefiting from on-stage 
exposure and publicity from The Oban Times and 
ObanOban Live, the winning act will also receive 
weekend VIP tickets, backstage access (on 
performance day) and a merchandise goody bag.

Oban’s charity dance concert 
is hailed as a raving success
Hundreds of Obanites 
danced to some of the 
country’s top DJs in 
the Corran Halls on 
Saturday night – all in 
the name of charity.

The We’ll Dance 
This Road Together 
event was headlined 
by Clyde 1’s George 
Bowie and raised 
money for the DMI 
Cancer Trust.

George waived his 
fee for the concert 
and instead donated it 
back to the charity.

Tony Howlett or-
ganised the gig after 
losing his dear friend, 
Nonny MacInnes, to 
cancer last year.

Nonny was the 

founder of the DMI 
Cancer Trust, which 
raised more than 
£40,000 in three years 
through its annual 
We’ll Walk This Road 
together charity con-
cert.

The amount raised 
from Tony’s gig is 
still up in the air as 
sponsorship money 
is still coming in, but 
hundreds of people 
attended, with top DJs 
such as Jamie B,  Tre-
vor Reilly, Sparkos, 
and Mark Maclaugh-
lan performing.

As well as this, local 
DJs, Mark Gowdie, 
Pat Steeman, Stuart 
Fraser, Bryan L, Neil 

Gillies and Drew 
Walker also enter-
tained the crowd the 
venue’s second room.

Speaking about the 
event, Tony said: ‘It 
was very good and 
there was no trouble at 
all, so I’m happy with 
that.

‘Everyone was out-
standing. All the DJs 
did their bit. 

‘George Bowie was 
excellent. He donated 
his fee back to the 
charity … he didn’t 
want any money at all.

‘I would like to 
thank all the sponsors, 
the Corran Halls – the 
staff were excellent 
– the stewards, and 

Kirsty MacKenzie, 
who did some face 
painting for us. She 
raised a good couple 
of hundred pounds for 
the charity.

‘Overall, it was 
successful and pretty 
busy.’

The next event for 
the calendar is the 
We’ll Walk This 
Road Together 2018 
charity concert, which 
takes place on Sep-
tember 22 at the 
Corran Halls.

Photographer John 
Gibb has agreed to 
donate £25 to the 
DMI Cancer Trust, 
which The Oban Times 
will match.



Celebrate mum 
on March 11
The tradition 

of Mothering 
Sunday dates 
back hundreds 

of years to Britain's early 
Christians, who celebrat-
ed a mothers' festival 
on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent in honour of the 
Virgin Mary. Some say 
that this festival replaced 
the pagan celebration 
of the Roman mother 
goddess, Cybele, which 
goes back thousands of 
years. 

These days, Mother's 
Day is all about treating 
mum like the queen that 
she is, and there are lots 
of ways to make sure 
she has a wonderful 
time, from a special gift 
to afternoon tea at her 
favourite cafe. 

Stuck for ideas? We've 
got some inspiration, 

and our advertisers are 
here to take the stress 
out of finding the perfect 
gift or experience. 

One of the best ways 
to treat mum is to take 
on her chores and let 
her sit back and relax. 
You might be surprised 
how much she does on 
a daily basis, so let her 
off the  hook and offer 
to tidy the kitchen, take 
out the rubbish, do the 
laundry or weed the 
garden. Better yet, give 
mum an entire weekend 
off and let her have a 
much needed lie in.  

Everyone knows that 
sometimes it is the 
little things that mean 
the most. Many mums 
appreciate a bouquet 
of flowers or a piece of 
customised jewellery 
that reminds her of how 

much you love her. If 
you feel like splurging a 
bit, consider planning a 
pampering experience 
together. That could 
range from a weekend 
retreat at a country inn 
or a spa day. Have the 
whole family pool their 
resources so that no one 
breaks the bank. 

If you don't yet have a 
tradition for celebrating 
Mother's Day, why not 
start a new one? Take a 
family photo at the same 
location every year, 
go out for a picnic at a 
place she loves or make 
a reservation at her 
favourite restaurant. No 
matter what she chooses 
to do, make sure to keep 
your phone tucked away 
and give mum your full 
time and attention – after 
all, she deserves it!

HappyHappy
Mothers Day

Mothers Day
Join us for a special
 3 course lunch £36  

Or our 5 course dinner £49   

Overlooking the Harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban

 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant

Thursday 8 March, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk 15LEISURE

Terms and conditions: By entering the competition, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction 
of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online and in any other 
related competition promotions. You agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details 
of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). If you do 
not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. 

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2018 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 14, 2014, 
and must live in Argyll & Bute or in postcode areas PH30-PH44, PH49, PH50 and Isle of Skye. The closing 
date for entries is noon on Monday 26 March, 2018. Only one entry per child. Poor quality photographs will 
not be accepted as an entry.  The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their 
immediate family are not eligible to enter. The prizes are as stated and not transferable or redeemable for cash 

equivalent.
We care about your personal information
The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the competition & the 
photo and name to enter you into the competition. We may also email you at the close of the competition.
We will not pass on any of the information supplied by you in the entry form to any third party.

competition 2018

After the overwhelming response from our 
readers last year Bonnie Babies is back. Make 
sure you enter your little bundle of joy into our 
2018 competition for the chance to win of vouchers.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their favourite 
kiddy-winks in the supplement. We will then break it down to 
four further rounds of top 50, 30, 20 and finally top 10. From 
the top 10, the baby with the most votes will be crowned The 
Oban Times’ Bonniest Baby 2018. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2018 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our delightful 
Bonnie Babies 2018 supplement in a future edition of 
The Oban Times and Lochaber Times – a lovely little 
keepsake to show your children when they are older. 

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie 
Babies 2018 competition is open to babies and toddlers 
born on or after June 14th 2014. Look out the most ador-
able photo of your gorgeous little one and enter online by 
visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

£500
The closing date for entries is 
noon on 26th March 2018.

competition 2018

IS BACK!
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TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
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568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.

Thursday March 8
Oude Dam and Pass of Melfort
Kilmelford
A forest walk to the head of 
Loch Melfort and back through 
the Pass of Melfort, passing two 
archaeological sites.

Start from the N side of the 
bridge that carries the A816 
over the  River Oude, NM855166, 
where parking is available. Take 

the forest track SW on the N 
side of loch. Visit the Cave at 
An Sidhean, NM840147, where 
evidence of � int tool making 
was discovered. Continue down 
to the Timeshare Complex at 
Melfort, NM838141, and on to 
the public road at the head of 
Loch Melfort. Cross the bridge 
over the River Oude and follow 
the road S along the shore. Turn 
left at the Hall and visit the Cairn 
at NM844127 where a cist was 
discovered. 

Head N through a ride in Cuilfail 
Wood to a track and follow it to 
a junction, turning left before the 
main road.

Head NW, passing the end of 
Loch nan Druimnean and turn 
right at NM841139. Follow track 
N to the black gate beside main 
road. Turn left and follow track 
below main road, throught the 

Pass of Melfort and up to the 
Oude Dam. Ascend on a short 
path to the main road and follow 
it along the E side of loch back to 
the start.

Grade: L; Distance: 13km; 
Height to climb: 220m; Map(s): 
LR55, EX359. Meet at Longsdale 
car park, Oban at 10am for start 
of walk at 10.30am. Leader: Ali-
son Guest 01852316266 or 07562 
874991.

Sunday March 11
Ben Vorlich and Stuc a’ Chroin
Lochearnhead
Two classic Munros at the edge of 
the highlands with distant views 
of the lowlands to the south.

Start on the lochside road near 
the entrance to Ardvorlich Estate 
at NN632232, where parking is 
available. Head S on the estate 
road and follow the directions 

past the buildings to reach the 
path that climbs steadily S in Glen 
Vorlich. Fork right at NN630218 
and continue on the path to the 
summit of Ben Vorlich, 985m. 
Descend W and follow a line of 
fence posts down to Bealach an 
Dubh Choirein. 

Beyond this col stands the 
rocky buttress of Stuc a’Chroin’s 
N Top. It is possible to scramble 
up the rock directly to its summit. 
The scramble can be avoided on 
a small path that leads S on the 
E side of the crags to NN619179. 

From this point, climb steeply 
SW on grass and scree to reach 
the crest of the summit ridge at 
NN619178.  The main summit of 
Stuc a’Chroin, 975m, lies 350m 
to the S. Return N and continue 
to the cairn at the summit of 
the N buttress, 951m. Turn W 
and descend along the rim of 

Coire Fuadarach to about 850m 
alt, then turn N down the slope 
into the corrie. Follow the path 
leading horizontally across the 
W face of Ben Vorlich, around 
the foot of its NW ridge and 
across Coire Buidhe to rejoin the 
ascent route eventually, at about 
NN629199. Follow the outward 
route back to the start.

Grade: S; Distance: 14km; 
Height to climb: 1160m; Map(s): 
LR51/57, EX365/368. Meet at 
Longsdale car park, Oban, at 
8am or Glencoe village car park 
at 8.15am for start of walk at 
9.30am. Leader: Toril Frantzen 
07788 264007.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club. If 
anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club 

secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquir-
ies@nevishillwalking.club.

Saturday March 10
Binnein Mor, 
Na Gruagaichean,
Kinlochleven
Follow the path from the edge 
of the car park marked for Loch 
Eilde Mor. 

The path climbs steeply 
through trees and crosses the 
moor until it eventually reaches 
a vehicle track. Turn left here 
very brie� y before turning right 
again to continue in the original 
direction on another stalkers 
path. The path crosses a stream 
and climbs around the southern 
� ank of Sgurr Eilde Beag. Contin-
ue on the stalkers path, passing 
beneath the steep east face and 
crossing the north � ank of Sgurr 

Eilde Beag before heading up to 
the ridge in a wide zig-zag. 

Turn right up the broad ridge 
to the minor summit at 1062m. 
From here you can see the ridge 
running out to Binnein Mor to the 
north. Follow this ridge northward 
to reach the summit of Binnein 
Mor. Return south to the 1062m 
minor summit. This time, follow 
the narrowing ridge southwest 
down to a bealach and then reas-
cend to Na Gruagaichean. From 
here follow the easier south ridge 
then descend southwest down 
rough, pathless ground to return 
to the track. Turn right along this 
until a path cutting down on the 
left leads back down to the woods 
around the Grey Mare’s Tail, and 
Kinlochleven.

Distance: 14km; Height to 
climb: 1300m. Suggested and 
coordinated by  John Burton.

16 OUTDOORS Thursday 8 March, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk

The Shiant Isles have a large population of seabirds, including thousands of Atlantic pu�  ns.

KATHERINE TRAFFORD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Boost for birds as Shiant 
Isles are declared rat-free
THE Shiant Isles have been of-
ficially declared rat-free, thanks 
to a four-year partnership pro-
ject to restore them as a secure 
haven for nesting seabirds.

A month-long intensive moni-
toring check in February found 
no sign of rats. This means that 
none has been recorded there 
for two years, the internationally 
agreed criterion for rat-free 
status.

The Shiants seabird recovery 
project, funded by EU LIFE+, 
started in 2014 and is a part-
nership between the Nicolson 
family, custodians of the islands 
for three generations, Scottish 
Natural Heritage and RSPB 
Scotland.

Over the past four years the 
project has focused on making 
the islands a safe place for 
seabirds to raise their chicks by 
removing the invasive, non-na-
tive black rats that were there.

Another key part of the project 
is a programme of research 
monitoring the response of the 

ecosystem to the removal of rats. 
It is anticipated that seabirds 
such as puffins, razorbills and 
guillemots will see improved 
breeding successes which could 
eventually support population 
increases in these long-lived sea-
birds breeding on the Shiants. It 
is hoped that Manx shearwaters 
and storm petrels will begin to 
nest on the islands as well.

The Shiants, a remote cluster 
of islands five miles east of 
Lewis and Harris in the Outer 
Hebrides, is one of the most 
important seabird breeding 
colonies in Europe, hosting 
around 100,000 pairs of nesting 
seabirds each year.

However, there was evidence 
that the rats fed on the seabirds’ 
eggs and chicks, having a detri-
mental impact on their breeding 
success. With many seabird 
populations facing declines in 
Scotland, it was vital that action 
was taken to safeguard those 
nesting on the Shiants.

An operation to eradicate the 
rats was carried out over the 
winter of 2015/16, led by a New 
Zealand-based company Wild-
life Management International 

Limited (WMIL), with the help 
of 15 volunteers.

In order to ensure that the 
islands remain free of rats, and 

other mammalian predators, 
visitors are being asked to follow 
simple biosecurity measures. 
This includes checking boats 

and kit for signs of rats prior to 
departing for the Shiants, and 
looking out for signs of them 
when on the islands.

Charity calls for end to mountain hare culling
ANIMAL protection charity 
OneKind has renewed calls to 
end the mass killing of moun-
tain hares that occurs on the 
last day of the open season.

A spokesperson for OneKind 
said: ‘Mountain hares are pro-
tected by a closed season from 
March 1 until July 31. Outwith 
this period, animals are killed 
as part of large-scale culls to 
manage land for red grouse 
shooting and can also be shot 
freely for sport.

‘In September last year, 
OneKind presented its 
11,000-strong petition to the 
Scottish Parliament’s Public 

Petitions Committee in a bid 
to end the mass killing of 
mountain hares in Scotland. 
A further 8,000 people have 
also signed a petition from the 
charity asking VisitScotland 
to stop promoting recreational 
mountain hare killing.’

OneKind director Harry 
Huyton added: ‘Scotland’s 
mountain hares have been 
given some respite as the open 
season has come to a close. The 
mass killing of these animals – 
apparently to protect sporting 
interests – is unjustified, unreg-
ulated and unethical.

‘We’re looking to the Scottish 

Government to take urgent ac-
tion and end the killing before 
the open season starts again.’

In January, Mr Huyton ap-
peared on an episode of BBC 
Countryfi le which also showed a 
mountain hare cull for the first 
time. 

Mr Huyton said he hoped that 
the programme would shine 
a light on the practice and 
help take another step towards 
offering mountain hare protec-
tion.

The Oban Times contacted the 
Scottish Government and asked 
if it was considering a ban on 
mountain hare culling. 

A government spokesperson 
said: ‘We acknowledge there is 
significant public concern about 
mountain hare culls on grouse 
moors.

‘The Scottish Government has 
already set up an independent 
expert group to consider the 
environmental impact of 
grouse moor management. Its 
members have been asked to 
make recommendations on the 
need for additional regulation, 
including the potential for a 
licensing scheme.’

The Scottish Gamekeepers’ 
Association declined to com-
ment.

New evidence of risk 
to bees from pesticides

Farmers urged to limit 
vole damage to trees

NEW assessments demon-
strating the risk to bees from 
neonicotinoid pesticides have 
been published by the Euro-
pean Food Safety Authority, 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust has 
reported, writes Euan Carr.

The Scottish Wildlife Trust 
has been calling for a ban on 
pesticides containing clothiani-
din, imidacloprid and thiameth-
oxam since 2012.

Since that time, it says, an in-
creasing number of reports have 
shown the negative effects on 
these chemicals on honey bees 
and wild pollinators including 
bumble bees, butterflies and 
solitary bees.

Jonny Hughes, chief exec-
utive of the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, said: ‘We welcome the 
publication of this important 
evidence-based study. People 
in Scotland care about bees and 
banning harmful neonicoti-
noids is something we can do to 
help them.

‘Pollinators are an essential 
part of our environment. 
Without them we wouldn’t have 

seeds and fruit that many other 
animals rely on for food. And 
when you consider that crop 
pollination has an estimated 
value of £43 million per year to 
Scotland’s economy, it is clear 
that the use of agricultural 
pesticides that harm pollinators 
could have serious hidden costs 
in the longer term.

‘This comprehensive assess-
ment should provide more than 
enough evidence for the Scottish 
Government to show its support 
for a full ban on the use of these 
harmful chemicals.

‘While the majority of the 
studies used to develop this 
assessment relate to honey 
bees, there is plenty of evidence 
to show that other pollinators 
including bumble bees, solitary 
bees and butterflies are being 
harmed in a similar way.’

The assessments draw on more 
than 1,500 scientific studies and 
conclude that the pesticides 
clothianidin, imidacloprid and 
thiamethoxam all pose a high 
risk to both wild bees and honey 
bees.

SCOTTISH farmers are being 
urged to combat potentially 
‘catastrophic’ damage voles can 
cause to young woodland.

The Farm Advisory Ser-
vice (FAS) says thin-barked 
broadleaved trees such as 
sycamore are particularly vul-
nerable to these fast-breeding 
rodents, which like to gnaw at 
the bark.

Both bank voles and field voles 
attack young trees, mostly dur-
ing winter, the FAS explained. 
Bark is gnawed from the roots 
and lower stem. 

While severe damage will 
girdle the tree and kill it, less 
severe damage can weaken the 
tree and allow fungal infections 
to enter the wood.

Guidelines have been pro-
duced for the Scottish Govern-
ment by SAC Consulting. 

One suggestion is providing 
perching poles for kestrels and 
nesting boxes for owls.

Simon Jacyna, senior wood-
lands consultant at SAC Con-
sulting, said: ‘It’s remarkable 
how destructive voles can be 
to broadleaved trees on grassy 
sites.

‘Good maintenance is essen-
tial to minimise damage but, of 
course, this also helps the trees 
to grow strongly. 

‘It can be very rewarding 
though to see owls, and possibly 
even wildcats, hunting over the 
young woodlands and protect-
ing the trees for you.’

Meanwhile, those looking to 
ensure their forest nurseries 
thrive can find out more about 
the range of plants and planting 
methods available by visiting the 
FAS website.

A mountain hare in its 
winter coat.

Saturday 19th of May see’s our � rst one-o�  Muddy Atlantis Day. 
With gallons of mud, icy water and some shocks along the way. 
We are creating a 10k cross country assault course designed to 

challenge and test you. Get a team together or go solo and join in 
on a fun � lled and crazy challenge right here in Oban.

The MAD team are creating some gruelling obstacles up some gut- busting hills, over 
craggy cli� s and through the chilly west coast sea. Keep your eyes peeled for sneak 

peaks of what they have in store for you.

Entry is £25 (plus booking fee) per person for age 16+
All money raised is going towards Atlantis Community Leisure 25th Birthday 

Fundraising campaign to upgrade the original facilities in the centre.

Raise extra money for our community centre and collect sponsors; 
download a sponsorship form or set up a sponsor page.

Build your team; grab your friends, work colleagues or gym buddies 
and attack this together. Looking for some team mates? Head to our 

Facebook group (MAD- Teams) and � nd like-minded comrades.

Are you ready to get MAD with 
Atlantis Community Leisure? 

There will be spectator areas and it is completely free to come and watch.

We also have our wee MAD event for eight to 16-year-olds. 
The course involves loads of obstacles over a shorter distance 
and is taking place between 9-10am before the adults set o� .

Entry is £10 (plus booking fee)
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Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

DINGWALL – Dingwall 
and Highland Marts Ltd on 
Wednesday February 28 sold 385 
store cattle and two adult head of 
breeding cattle.
Bullocks (209) averaged 236.9p 
and sold to 313.7p per kg for a pair 
of 255kg Simmental crosses from
Refouble, Glenferness and 
£1,310 gross for a pair of 698kg 
Aberdeen Angus crosses from 
Raitcastle
Farm, Nairn.
Heifers (166) averaged 229.8p and 
sold to 298.5p per kg for a pair of 
268kg Simmental crosses from
Refouble, and £1,240 gross for 
a 660kg Simmental cross from 
Tomcluich, Nairn.
Young bulls (10) averaged 171.2p 
per kilo and sold to 215.7p per kg 
for a 510kg Simmental and £1,100
gross for a 510kg Simmental both 
from Wellhouse, Beauly.
Breeding cattle (2) sold to £1,127 
gross for a Simmental cross Heifer 
in calf from Mill of Buckie, Banff.
“All classes continued at recent 
keen rates.”
Other leading prices per head and 
per kg:
Bullocks up to 250kg – Refouble, 
£600, 250.0p; 251-300kg – Coul of 
Fairburn Farm, Urray, £880,
294.3p; 301-350kg – Dalchalm, Brora, 
£900, Meddat Farm, Kildary, 269.6p; 
351-400kg – Glebe Farm,
Allarburn, £950, Raitcastle Farm, 
264.2p; 401-450kg – Druid Temple 
Farm, Inverness, £1,100, 261.9p;
451-500kg – Kindeace Farm, 
Invergordon, £1,220, Druid Temple 
Farm, 257.6p; 501-550kg – Easter
Kinkell, Dingwall, £1,220, Lochdhu, 
Nairn, 234.3p; 551-600kg – Corrieben, 
Dingwall, £1,090, 194.6p.
Heifers up to 250kg – Coul of 
Fairburn Farm, £600, 241.9p; 
251-300kg – Refouble, £800, Upper
Thrumster, Wick 263.2p; 301-350kg – 
Druid Temple Farm, £995, Longreens 
Croft, Wick and Upper
Thrumster, 263.3p; 351-400kg – 
Dunain Mains, Inverness, £960, 
Druid Temple Farm, 260.5p; 
401-450kg
– Kindeace Farm, £1,075, Druid 
Temple Farm, 253.7p; 451-500kg – 
Raitcastle Farm, £1,165, 235.4p;
501-550kg – Lochdhu, £1,160, 221.0p; 
551-600kg – Raitcastle, £1,140, 196.6p.
DINGWALL, Dingwall and 
Highland Marts Ltd., (February, 
28th) sold 33 OTM cattle.
OTM prime and feeding cows (29) 
averaged 119.9p and sold to 157.5p per 
kg for a 705kg Aberdeen
Angus cross from Strathglass Farms, 
Beauly, and £1,270 gross for a 820kg 
Simmental cross from
Culmaily Farm, Golspie.
OTM Bulls (4) sold to 109.2p per kg 
and £1,200 gross for a Charolais from 
Kindeace.
Other leading prices per head:
OTM prime and feeding cows: Cul-
maily Farm, (SimX) and Strathglass 
Farms, (AAX), £1,110; Culmaily
Farm, (LUI), £1,090; 3 Corrie Place, 
Muir of Ord, (AAX) and Penick 
Farm, Nairn, (BBX), £1,050.
Other leading prices per kg
OTM prime and feeding cows: 
Culmaily Farm, (SimX), 154.9p; 
Culmaily Farm, (LUI), 153.5p; 
Strathglass
Farms, (SAX), 134.9p; Penick Farm, 
(BBX), 133.8p.

Dingwall and Highland Marts 
Ltd on Tuesday February 27  sold 
1,775 prime sheep.
Old season lambs (1,673) averaged 
216.8p (+4.5p) and sold to 269.8p 
per kg and £116 gross for a pen 
of 43kg Beltex crosses from 
Torgorm, Conon Bridge.

SQQ 36.5kg to 45.5kg (1,373) 
averaged 220.4p (+5.1p) per kg.
Feeding sheep (102) sold to £118 
gross for a Texel cross ewe from 
Ardnagrask, Muir of Ord.
Other leading prices per head and 
per kg:
Old season lambs: BeltX – Torgorm, 
£115.00, 267.4p; TexX – Torgorm, 
£110.00, 261.9p; CharX – Ankerville, 
Nigg Station, £99.00, 216.9p; 
Chev – The Dell of Killiehuntly, 
Kingussie, £98.00, The Cloy, Fortrose, 
225.3p; SuffX – Charleston, North 
Kessock, £98.00, Torgorm, 227.4p; 
Cross – Bunchrew Farm, Inverness, 
£97.00, 215.9p; BF – Viewhill Croft, 
Easter Kinkell, £96.50, Bunchrew 
Farm, 220.9p.
Feeding sheep: Tex ewe – Ballicherry 
Farm, Balblair, £107.00; SuffX ewe 
– Ballicherry Farm, £102.00; CHM 
ewe – Ballicherry Farm, £101.00; 
CharX ewe – Ballicherry Farm, 
£99.00; TexX ewe – Kinnahaird Farm, 
Contin, £95.00.

STIRLING – Caledonian Marts 
on Tuesday February 27  sold 2185 
prime hoggets, ewes and tups.
All classes of hoggs sharper on the 
week, with 1594 hoggs averaging 
211.5ppkg (+4.6p on the week), 
with 1100 hoggs (39-52kg) 
averaging 217ppkg.
Top price of the day went to 
Doune Farms, West Lundie for a 
57kg Beltex at £120. Top price per 
kg went to Ian Campbell, Meikle 
Seggie for a pair of Beltex X at 
257ppkg.
Leading prices per head:-
Beltex £118 West Lundie (twice)
Beltex X £118 and £117 Craigend
Texel X £117 Easter Ochtermuthill
Texel £116 and £115 Strageath
Char £118 Over Finlarg
Suff £98.50 Easter Buchlyvie
Suff X £95.50 Hilltarvit Mains
Mules £99 Coulshill
BF £100 Burnshot
Leading prices per kg:-
Beltex 256p Strageath (twice)
Texel 255p and 254p Meikle Seggie
Beltex X 254p West Lundie
Texel X 254p Easter Buchlyvie
Suff 225p Meadowfield
Suff X 224p Hilltarvit Mains
Mules 214p West Thomaston
BF 219p Burnshot
Also forward were 591 cast ewes and 
tups. 194 heavy ewes averaged £75.41 
selling to £104.50 for a pen of Texels 
from J and D McNicol, Whitecross. 
337 export ewes averaged £50.41. 57 
cast tups averaged £77.46 selling to 
£130 for a Texel from W M Bell and 
Son, Craigend.
Other leading prices:-
Texel £104 Pett £100 Craigend and 
Whitecross £95.50 Whitecross £92 
Graystale
£90 Easter Dullatur
BF £74 Auchenrivoch £68 Over 
Finlarg £63 Drumnessie £60 
Auchenrivoch and Windyedge
£54.50 Shankhead £54 Bogside, 
Easter Dullatur and Drumnessie
Chev £96 Over Finlarg £83.50 Over 
Finlarg
Beltex £100 Craigo £92 Leysbent
Mule £80 Ballinkinrain £76 
Windyedge £75 Hilltarvit
Cross £94 Barduff £88 Hilltarvit £78 
Barduff £77 Bogside
Tups:
Texel £129 Wester Ochtermuthill 
£124 Three Views (twice) and Wester 
Ochtermuthill £113 Pett
Suff £88 Middle Ballat
BF £63 Mid Linthills £60 East 
Mitchelton
BFL £109 Craighall £100 Windyedge
Beltex £96 Pett
Cross £86 East Mitchelton

Around the markets

Farmers praised for efforts 
during the recent big freeze
SCOTLAND’S farmers have been praised 
for their efforts during the cold snap that af-
fected many parts of the country last week.

NFU Scotland president Andrew McCor-
nick said: ‘The bad weather is further proof 
of what a difficult but vital job our farmers, 
crofters and growers do, as they continue to 
brave the Arctic conditions to keep Scot-
land’s food chains running and shop shelves 
stocked.

‘Our local secretaries, regional managers 
and head office staff have been taking many 
calls from members around the country 
and we are feeding their experiences into 
the Scottish Government and its Weather 
Advisory Panel.

‘Many of our members are struggling 
because of the snow and stormy conditions, 
with road closures and access issues causing 
problems for dairy and livestock farm-

ers. The immediate impact of this is that 
many dairy farmers were not getting their 
milk collected and were forced to dispose of 
it in their slurry.

‘A statement from Arla, that it has agreed 
to cover the cost of milk that is disposed of 
if they are unable to collect any milk due to 
the road network being inaccessible or as a 
consequence of the freezing conditions, is 
very welcome.

‘Normal day to day tasks on farms took 
much longer than usual and people were 
having to deal with the problems that hap-
pen when the weather is so cold and there is 
a lot of snow. Livestock farmers, particularly 
those with hard-to-access grazing, struggled 
to get fodder to their stock in the fields. 
Despite these difficulties, our members 
struggled on, tending to their animals and 
land as they always do.’

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Countdown begins for 
Royal Highland Show
PREPARATIONS for the 
178th Royal Highland Show, 
which will be held on June 21-
24, are well under way – and 
it promises to offer the best of 
Scotland’s farming, food and 
rural life.

Supported by the Royal Bank 
of Scotland and staged at the 
Royal Highland Centre, at 
Ingliston, the four-day event 
will see more than 6,000 farm 
animals and horses, rural crafts, 
a dedicated forestry area, 
award-winning farriers’ display, 
a busy countryside arena with a 
wide variety of exciting displays 
and any number of big tractors 
– as well as the biggest food 
festival in Scotland.

Entertainment plays a big 
part with a variety of live music 
across two stages, and shopping 
in the 13th Avenue Arcade 
includes fashion, artwork and 
furniture for home and garden.

Children aged 15 and under 
go free with an accompanying 
adult, and the RHET discovery 
centre is a must visit for curious 
youngsters looking to discover 
more about the countryside and 
where their food comes from.

Scotland’s Larder Live is a 
must-see part of the show with 
the food and drink on display 
as well as top chefs cooking 
delicious dishes.

‘There is real customer loyalty 
to our show,’ said David Jack-
son, show manager, ‘with almost 
two thirds having attended five 
times or more, which I think is 
testament to just how exciting, 
different and authentic a day at 
the show is for everyone. How-

ever, what is equally exciting is 
the number of people attending 
for the first time.

‘The show continues to expand 
in size and popularity. In 2017, 
we welcomed a record-breaking 
190,000 visitors and generated 
£65 million for the economy. 
The show is a truly unique event 
offering a day packed full day of 
entertainment and enjoyment 
for under £50 for a family of 
four.’

The show’s biggest attraction 
is, without doubt, the exhibition 
of world class livestock – with 
more than 6,000 of the finest 
cattle, sheep, goats, horses and 
poultry heading for the Inglis-
ton showground.

The RHET (Royal Highland 
Education Trust) Discovery 
Centre is a must-visit for families, 
with over 30,000 young people 
welcomed last year for free.

With a focus on showcasing 
rural skills, the forge and the 

sheep shearing arena bring to 
life the work undertaken in the 
countryside, while the forestry 
area and the hugely popular 
pole climbing are back again for 
the 2018 show.

The Scottish Women’s Insti-
tute handcrafts competition, 
staged in the handcrafts 
pavilion, has some of the best 
examples of rural crafts from 
across Scotland and attracts 
competition entries for other 
parts of the world.

Scotland’s Larder Live, the 
country’s biggest exhibition 
of food and drink, is a must 
visit destination for visitors and 
offers everyone a great oppor-
tunity to taste new and exciting 
foods from Scotland. It also 

gives farmers and producers a 
great opportunity to meet con-
sumers for feedback and gives 
consumers the chance to learn 
how food is produced and the 
process involved.

In the cookery theatre, Scot-
land’s chefs demonstrate how 
incredible meals can be created 
using quality ingredients from 
Scotland.

The wide range of shopping 
outlets brings together a range of 
retailers, from fashion to home 
wear, jewellery to furniture, pet 
accessories to arts and crafting, 
many of which will see their 
biggest sales event of the year.

Working alongside all our 
onsite caterers, the show has 
devised a strict food charter 

that all food-to-go outlets must 
adhere to, ensuring top quality 
food, be it chips and a burger or 
something a little more exotic.

There is a wide selection to 
choose from and the food char-
ter requires that only ingredi-
ents that have been locally pro-
duced, wherever possible, and 
ethically sourced can be served. 
This means that not only quality 
is high but also Scottish farmers 
and growers are supported. To 
ensure that highest quality is 
maintained, all onsite caterers 
are independently assessed 
every year.

For further information 
visit www.royalhighlandshow.
org, @ScotlandRHShow 
and #RHS2018

Magni� cent Clydesdale horses will be a major attraction at the show.

Food and drink producers map out their vision
A GROUP of leading organisa-
tions representing Scottish food 
producers and processors last 
week launched a joint industry 
vision on what the Scottish 
Government’s upcoming Good 
Food Nation Bill must deliver.

Encompassing the three broad 
themes of ‘Educate, Sustain, 
Promote’, the document set 
out various measures which 
the Scottish agriculture and 
processing industries wish to 
see within any future food 
legislation – covering a range of 

policy areas such as education, 
health, agricultural regulation 
and public procurement.

The document, prepared by 
NFU Scotland, was signed by 
the Scottish Association of 
Meat Wholesalers, Dairy UK, 
Scottish Beef Association, 
National Sheep Association 
Scotland, British Egg Industry 
Council, Scottish Pig Producers 
and Scottish Quality Crops.

A statement on behalf of the 
group said: ‘Food and drink im-
pacts all of society and it is the 

jewel in Scotland’s economic 
crown. The value of food and 
drink has grown to £14.4 billion 
per annum, now surpassing 
every other sector – with new 
targets to more than double in 
size by 2030.

‘The Scottish Government’s 
proposed Good Food Nation 
Bill will be introduced during a 
period of great uncertainty for 
the whole food and drink indus-
try. The negotiations to leave 
the EU will undoubtedly have 
consequences for all parts of 

the chain – whether that be the 
government support received 
by Scotland’s primary food and 
drink producers, changes to 
immigration rules impacting 
on employment practices in the 
food processing sector or how 
the end product is then traded 
with international partners.

‘The immediate challenge is 
therefore ensuring the Brexit 
outcome allows this important 
sector to continue to flourish.

‘If that is achieved, then 
Scottish legislation to enshrine 

the Good Food Nation should 
enhance the whole supply chain 
to deliver on its ambitions for 
2030 as well as delivering on 
public health benefits and sus-
tainability goals.’

David Thomson, chief executive 
of Food and Drink Federation 
Scotland said: ‘I am excited to see 
this constructive contribution to 
the Good Food Nation debate.  
It sets out a positive vision for 
change and promotes the value of 
primary production in producing 
fantastic Scottish produce.’

Massey Ferguson 5455 4WD, 2006, c/w Mailleux loader,40k, 95HP ...£20,995

Massey Ferguson 5455 4WD, 2007, c/w MF loader, 40k ........................£20,995

New Holland T5040 4WD, 2010, c/w MX T6 PCH Loader ........................£20,995

Kubota M9540, 2010, c/w Kubota loader / bucket, hyd shuttle .............£20,995

Zetor Proxima 95, 2010, 90HP, 80% tyres, 90HP ......................................£19,495

New Holland TL100, 4WD, 2003,c/w Trima Loader, ex local authority ..£17,995

Massey Ferguson 4245 4WD, 2000, c/w MF loader, 1 owner ................£17,495

New Holland TN60 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke loader, turf tyres ............... £15,995

Zetor 7341 Super 4WD, 2004, c/w Traclift 120 loade, 1 owner .............. £15,495

Renault Ceres 95X 4WD, 1995, C/W Mailleux MX100 Loader .................£13,495

John Deere 3410 4WD, 1999,  c/w Quicke loader, 85HP ...........................£13,495

Zetor 7540 4WD, 1999, c/w Allied 695 Self levelling loader, 1 owner ..... £13,495

Goldoni 30DT Compact 4WD Tractor, Trailer & Mower ............................£8,995

Case 895 XL 4WD, c/w quicke loader, 1994, new in stock ...........................£8,995

John Deere 2140 2WD, 1981, SG2 cab, 82HP ...............................................£7,295

John Deere 2140 XE 2WD, 1985, 80HP approx ........................................... £6,795

Kubota B2400 Compact, 2006, Snow Plough and Salt Spreader .......... £4,995

Bobcat E08 Mini Excavator, Brand New, c/w 3 buckets ....................... £12,595

Neuson 3001 3 Ton Swivel Skip Dumper, 2013, AWD .........................£11,995

Twaites 1 Ton Hi Tip Dumper, 2014, AWD, Hydrostatic ........................ £10,795

Neuson 1503 Mini Excavator, 1.7 Ton, 2005, 3 buckets ...........................£9,995

Mitsubishi Canter 7C18, 7.5 Ton, Beavertail Body, Palfinger Crane .........£7,995

Ammann AV12-2 Double Drum Vibrating Roller .........................................£7,795

Indespension Twin Axle Mini Digger / Plant trailer ..................................£1,395

Honda Pioneer 700 side by side, ex demo ................................................£10,295

Honda ATV’s – Full range in stock, 0% finance available .............................. £poa

To Let
Forestry Commission Scotland currently has grazing 
opportunities available in several forest district areas including 
West Argyll and Cowal and Trossachs. The opportunities are 
being offered as 5 year Short Limited Duration Tenancies which 
will be available from April 2018. The selection process for 
interested parties will favour New Entrants although others will 
be considered if no suitable new entrant is identified.

For particulars and application form please visit www.
scotland.forestry.gov.uk/grazing-opportunities. 

Further information can be provided by contacting Raymond 
Mundie at 

Raymond.mundie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or phone 03000 
676673 specifying which lot you are interested in. 

Closing date for completed applications 12pm 
Friday 23rd March 2018
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DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES       
CAR DEALERSHIPS        MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
 Will collect. 

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 

land cruiser, all pickups single 
or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, 
high miles no problem.

Call today on
0778 985 5381 

WANTED 4X4s
 FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed 

best price, no hassle, free 
collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, 

Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, 

Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 
Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan 

Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X 
Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  
� eet purchases. Any age nearly 

new or old, any conditions 
from perfect to written o� , 

non runners, rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, blown engine, 

overheating etc. Cash in hand, 
no hassle, best cash price 

guaranteed.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Tel: 01546 870221/07831 181185

NISSAN NV200 VAN
2013 50k miles 
mot until sept
Tow bar, GRP 
lined, 2 sliding 
doors,
AVG 43mpg, 
Bluetooth, 
reversing 
camera
Tayvallich

£5,200 INC VAT

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

So please call 07836 500403

WANTED
Trail/trials or 

motocross/enduro bike
Will repair/rebuild if need be

Any age considered, 
not to fussy

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM
 TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE£32.80

DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY Tel: 01631 568000

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of 
cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS

17 Renault Captur DYN DCI, oyster grey/black, 25,000 miles .............. £13,850

66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE, titanium, 7,000 miles ........................... £10,550

66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver, 3,000 miles ........................................ £8,950

66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90, Mars red, 6,000 miles .......................... £12,950

66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav, white, 14,000 miles ................................. £9,750

16 Renault Kadjar DCi SIG-NAV, 4WD, ETRAS 19,000 Miles ................. £16,750

Renault Megane Estate car, 6 T-Line, gray, 15,000 miles .................... £11,250

15 Ford Fiesta zetc 1.2 blue 13,500 Miles ............................................. £8,950

15 Renault Clio Dyn Nav 1.2, 18,000 miles ........................................... £7,950

64 Nissan Qashqui DCI Tekna brown, lthr upholstery, 21,000 miles .... £14,850

64 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 Gray 31,000 miles  ................................................ £5,500

14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2 5dr, blue, 9,000 miles .................................. £8,500

14 Dacia Duster AMB, 1.5 DCI, blue, 4x4, 6,800 miles ........................... £6,750

14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 11,800 Miles ......................................................... £5,650

61 Volvo C30 Design Coupe, red, 24,000 ............................................... £8,250

VANS

66 Renault LWB Kangoo DCI, white 11,000 miles ....................... £8,650 + VAT

66 Renault SWD Tra�  c, DCI, white, 900 miles .......................... £13,500 + VAT

63 Renault Tra�  c LUB DCI, white, 58,000 ................................... £7,500 + VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

11 Peugeot 1.4 207 110           Fiat Panda           Ford Fiesta

Low deposit and � nance options available

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US
IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

R E N AU LT

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW
CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Telephone 07887653204

WANTED
Motorhome or Campervan 

wanted for personal use, 
any make, model, mileage or 

condition considered.  

01681 705 236 between 15/23  March
 or afterwards 0208 959 2864

DEVON YAWL, RESTORED IN 2000
Trailer and 
outboard, 16ft 
glass� bre hull, 
Performance 
Daysailer, 
thoroughly
safe previously 
used as trainer. 
View in Mull
£2,500ONO

01631 570604/07765 503085

MOTORHOME AUTOSLEEPER NUEVO
2008,
35,000
miles. 
Excellent 
condition
FSH.

£26,500

Tel 0779 4494785

SHAMROCK 21 WALKABOUT
Wheel house
YANMAR 250
HP inboard, USA
Built highest
standard, New
Antifoul, New 4
wheel road trailer,
Full winter cover
So many extras
to mention, 
Lifetime of enjoy
-ment to have 
from this craft

£12,000
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

We’ve made it even easier to 
fi nd your next job 

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT
RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

MORRISON PLUMBING 
& HEATING ENGINEERS

We are looking for an experienced plumber to join 
our friendly team of staff. Experience in oil boilers 

preferable. 
Good rates of pay & 7.5% employer 

contribution to pension.
Drivers licence essential.

Contact Maria on 01397 705333 or e-mail: 
johnmorrison.plumber@btinternet.com 

for further information.
Unit 9A1, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, 

Fort William PH33 7PT.

Fencer and General 
Farm Worker Position
Blue Beach Farm, San Carlos, 

Falkland Islands.
Blue Beach Farm has 5,000 dual-purpose merino 
sheep and 160 Angus cattle which are run in a 
sustainable system, in open pastures all year.  The 
farm is located at San Carlos, a scenic and remote 
rural settlement with 6 inhabitants.  (Find out more 
about the Falklands here: https://www.falklands.gov.
fk/our-people.).

We have a vacancy for a farm worker and their 
partner.  Ideally the position is for a couple but single 
applicants will be considered.  The main applicant 
must be experienced in fencing and general farm 
work.  Basic salary for the main applicant will be in the 
region of £15,000 -20,000 British Pounds per annum 
(depending on experience), free accommodation in 
your own house, and meat are also provided and 
there is ample opportunity for overtime.  

Part-time work is available for the accompanying 
person including horticultural work and cooking and 
shed work at shearing times.   

For further information email: 
bluebeachfarm@horizon.co.fk

We’re looking for staff to join our team in Oban:
HGV1 Drivers - 40 hours a week minimum
HGV2 Drivers - 40 hours a week minimum

General Yard Staff - approx. 30 hours a week minimum
Work will involve early mornings, evenings and weekends.

We offer a competitive salary plus pension
For more information call Stewart on 01879 220 

555 or email your CV to 
stewart@maclennanmotors.com

From Mallaig to Ardrossan, from Tiree to 
Islay, whether our customers want just a 
teaspoon of a full range of catering supplies, 
we’ll supply their needs.  We work as a team 
to provide every food option from quality 
ingredients to finished meals, including 
a number of own brand ranges as well as 
all the big brands and regional specialities.  
We believe in our food, and we know that 
our people behind the scenes are so very 
important in our success.
We have the following vacancies available

Transport Manager
Oban 48 hours per week
We are looking for a focused and driven 
individual to manage a busy and challenging 
Transport Department at our site in Oban, 
Argyll.

Warehouse Operative Days and 
Night Shifts Seasonal until Sept
Oban 40 hours per week
As part of the role you will be required to 
support other members of your team with 
general warehouse duties.

Telesales Executive Full Time 
Seasonal until Sept
Oban 37.5 hours per week
You will be responsible for making outbound 
calls and dealing with incoming calls, selling 
in new lines and maximising customer 
spend. 

Drivers
Oban 48 hours - per week 5 from 6 days
Must possess a Category C LGV Licence 
or at least a 7.5 Tonne licence and have the 
relevant Tacho card and Driver Qualification 
card (DQC).  You’ll also enjoy a challenge 
and care about helping our customers 
succeed, taking pride in being the face of 
our company to so many people every day. 

To apply for any of the above positions you 
can apply by sending your CV and covering 
email to debbiethomson@bidfood.co.uk
Closing date for applications Friday 16th 
March 2018

Community Exercise 
Referral Instructor 
Full time, 1-year fixed term contract 
expectation that this will be extended
Location: Oban, (travel throughout Argyll may be required)
Salary: £22.5 -  £25K, dependent on qualifications
Closing Date: 18th March 2018
Healthy Options are recruiting for a proactive and dynamic Community Exercise 
Professional to work in collaboration with Health Professionals in delivering 
referral programmes. The successful applicant will provide a valued specialist 
service and be empathetic to our clients needs.
Our programmes are designed to support a wide range of individuals with varying 
physical and mental health conditions to enable and support them in changing 
their lifestyle and to become more active. You will work closely with health 
professionals across a wide range of disciplines who provide support, mentoring 
and who understand the importance of physical activity and life style change for 
their client’s health and well-being.
You will be suitably qualified and be responsible for all aspects of the exercise 
programme delivery. 
Lorn & Oban Healthy Options is a dynamic community health initiative working in 
collaboration with health professionals. Our collaborative approach is recognised 
as both innovative and unique in scale in Scotland. This is a fantastic opportunity 
to help this exciting and successful programme continue and develop to meet the 
needs of the population of Oban and Argyll. 
Successful Candidate will have:
• Level 3 GP referral qualification (or equivalent)
• Level 4 exercise specialist qualifications (desirable or willing to work towards)
• Experience in designing and delivering activity programmes for clients with 
chronic conditions
For job description and further details please contact:- 
Jackie Barron, Director, Lorn & Oban Healthy Options Ltd
jackie@lornhealthyoptions.co.uk
Registered Charity No. SC041998 Registered in Scotland No. SC383167

Skilled labourer required
Clean driving license essential
CPCS Card, plant ticket and 
HAUC ticket an advantage

Salary dependant on experience
Telephone 07730682128

email graham387@btinternet.com

REQUIRE  
EXCAVATOR 

OPERATORS & 
EXPERIENCED 
PLANT FITTER 

RELEVANT 
CERTIFICATES &
VALID LICENCE/S 

ESSENTIAL
APPLICATIONS TO :- 

HARRY ROSS
07919 214995

OR e-mail – lil@
mkmacleod.co.uk

www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

FOR SALE
Queen Street, Dunoon

For more information contact:   01369 701755
info@watersideprop.com    www.watersideprop.com 

OIRO £149,500
Lovely 3 bed end-terrace family home with front and back gardens and 
driveway. The end property in a row of traditional Victorian villas in popular 
Queen Street, a short stroll from the town centre, and boasts a spacious 
sitting room, dining kitchen, three bedrooms, cloakroom / utility room, 
separate cloakroom and bathroom. Adorned with many original features 
such as high ceilings, cornicing, deep skirting, archways, wooden � ooring, 
decorative door-glazing and a lovely staircase this is sure to appeal to anyone 
looking for a practical family house full of character with added bonuses of 
lovely views, gardens and a driveway.

TO LET
 Unit 2/3 

Annat Industrial 
Estate

Corpach
Fort William
PH33 7NA

Details: To let 3,000 sq ft warehouse including 
offi ces, toilets, car parking and yard

Tel: 01631 563711

West Coast 
PROPERTY GUIDE

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     153

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018

153_sf03.indd   153 24/01/2018   15:26:20
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G McNaughton & Son
LOCHGILPHEAD

require an

Experienced 360 Degree 
Excavator Operator 

Must have experience
Driving License essential

Tel: (01546) 602389 during office hours
 for an application form or email c.v. 

to gmnargyll@gmail.com

HOUSEKEEPING 
STAFF REQUIRED

   Spean Bridge/Invergarry & Banavie Area
Excellent Rate of Pay, Flexible Days
Would work well with school hours

10am - 12.30pm
Contact 07770 533817 

for further details
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/00847/FUL

18/00790/FUL

18/00881/FUL

18/00733/PIP

18/00825/FUL

18/00799/FUL

Ben View, Perth Place
Upper Achintore
Fort William

Croit Anna Hotel
Drimarben, Fort William

Land Sea And Island 
Centre, Arisaig

Larch Cottage, Tirindrish
Spean Bridge

Land 65M SW Of Dogha 
Cottage, Annat View
Corpach, Fort William

Nevis Square
North Road
Fort William

Siting of camping pod for holiday 
letting

Change of use from lounge to letting 
bedrooms

Alterations and extension to existing 
building, alterations to car park and 
erection of ancillary building

New house site

Erection of house

Erection of class 1, 2 and 3 units 
with takeaway facilities; all with 
associated car parking, landscaping 
and associated works

PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

MALLAIG HARBOUR AUTHORITY
Appointment of Non-Executive Board Members
Mallaig Harbour Authority is seeking to make appointments of three non-
executive members to its Board and individuals with an interest in public service 
are being sought.

Mallaig Harbour Authority is a Trust Port which differs from company or local 
authority owned ports by its constitution and powers.  All port investments are 
funded from trading revenues supplemented by commercial borrowings.

The main duties of the Authority are to maintain, improve and develop the Port.

The appointments will be for a period of three years with all three appointments 
commencing in April 2018.  Posts will be part time, typically a few days per 
month.  A modest remuneration is payable.

Competencies/Skills

Applicants must be able to demonstrate the following:
• That they have achieved results in demanding situations and can demonstrate 
ability and a proven track record in their chosen profession (or other activities);
• That they have the ability to contribute effectively in group discussions involving 
a wide range of people, including specialists and professionals.  This includes 
the intellectual ability to extract the essence of an argument from papers and to 
analyse problems and assess evidence impartially;
• That they have been able to earn the respect of colleagues and been influential 
as a member of a team working over a sustained period of time towards 
demanding goals;

Applicants should make clear the level and depth of management or specialist 
expertise (if any), and of any other experience which demonstrate knowledge 
and interests relevant to this post e.g. management of harbours, financial 
management, human resources and industrial relations, laws relating to 
Scotland.

Residence within a reasonable distance of the port, and familiarity with local 
issues in the region surrounding the port, are highly desirable.

The Authority is committed to equality of opportunity and encourages a diverse 
range of applicants and to the principle of appointment on merit with independent 
assessment, openness and transparency of process in accordance with the 
Guide To Good Governance for Trust Ports.

Further details and application forms can be obtained from:

Mallaig Harbour Authority, Harbour Office, Mallaig, Inverness-shire. PH41 4QB 
or info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

Closing date for applications – 2pm on Friday 23rd March 2018

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
CONSTRUCTION OF PERMANENT 

PONTOON 
KILCHOAN BAY, LOCH MELFORT, ARGYLL 
Notice is hereby given that Kilchoan 
Management Ltd has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of construction of a permanent pontoon 
at:
 Location Latitude Longitude
 Kilchoan Bay, 56° 15.620’N 005° 33.735’W
 Loch Melfort,  56° 15.617’N 005° 33.698’W
 Argyll 56° 15.585’N 005° 33.714’W
  56° 15.599’N 005° 33.751’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at Kilmelford Post Offi ce, c/o 
Kilmelford Village Stores, Kilmelford, Oban 
PA34 4XA 
Objections relating to safety of navigation 
or environmental issues in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@
gov.scot, quoting reference: 
06637
Kilchoan Management Ltd

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SLIPWAY 

KILCHOAN BAY, LOCH MELFORT, ARGYLL 
Notice is hereby given that Kilchoan 
Management Ltd has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of construction of a new slipway at:
 Location Latitude Longitude
 Kilchoan Bay,  56° 15.619’N 005° 33.770’W
 Loch Melfort,  56° 15.613’N 005° 33.737’W
 Argyll 56° 15.611’N 005° 33.737’W
  56° 15.617’N 005° 33.772’W
 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at Kilmelford Post Offi ce, c/o 
Kilmelford Village Stores, Kilmelford, Oban 
PA34 4XA 
Objections relating to safety of navigation 
or environmental issues in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@
gov.scot, quoting reference: 
06636
Kilchoan Management Ltd

First Registration of a Croft
Ronald Stewart McColl 
has registered his crofts 
at (i) 1 Kinlochlaich, (ii) 2 
Kinlochlaich, Kinlochlaich, 
and (iii) Portnacroish, Stalker 
Cottage,  Lismore & Appin 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.  Any persons who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court by 
10 October 2018.  Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  The 
registration number is 
C4006, C4002 and C4801.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

18/00403/PPP Renewal of planning permission 
reference 15/00614/PPP  
(Site for the erection of a dwelling)

Land South Of Achnacarron 
Kilchrenan Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

18/00413/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 14/02974/PPP 
(Site for the erection of dwellinghouse)

Land Adjacent To Seilisdeir 
Lochdon Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute PA64 6AP 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

18/00290/PP Construction of a slipway and 
installation of a pontoon.

Kilchoan House Kilmelford Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4XD 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

18/00351/PP Erection of 4 terraced dwellinghouses Land North Of 2 Struan 
Crescent Tobermory Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute 

Tobermory 
Area Office

17/03244/PP Change of use of dwellinghouse to 
house of multiple occupation and 
formation of 4 car parking spaces 
adjacent to Dorain House (retrospective)

Dorain House And Land Adjacent 
Bridge Of Orchy PA36 4AD 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

18/00258/PP Installation of 6 LPG gas tanks 
with associated security fencing

Lorn And Islands District General 
Hospital Glengallan Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4HH 

Oban Area Office

18/00397/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 15/00164/PPP – 
Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse

Croft No. 5 Kilvaree By Connel 
Connel Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

18/00280/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation 
of private sewage system and 
formation of vehicular access

Land North Of Rhumor North Connel 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1QZ 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

17/03232/PP Erection of broadband 
mast (retrospective)

Land West Of 13 Kilmaluaig Isle 
Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6XB 

Tiree Area Office

18/00296/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Fasgadh Craighouse Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XR 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse 
Isle of Jura

18/00342/PP Upgrading to part of existing 
external wall finish

Atlantis Leisure Dalriach Road 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5JE 

Oban Area Office

18/00310/PPP Site for the erection of 13 self catering 
holiday accommodation units

Taychreggan Hotel Kilchrenan 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1HQ 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

17/03031/PP Construction of water 
intake infrastructure and 
formation of access track

Land Adjacent To Peallach 
Dam Tobermory Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute 

Tobermory 
Area Office

17/03233/PP Erection of mast and associated 
windmill (retrospective)

Land Approx 100M North West 
Of Beinn Ghott Scarinish Isle 
Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 

Tiree Area Office

17/03231/PP Erection of mast and 
equipment (retrospective)

Middleton Farm Middleton Isle 
Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6XH 

Tiree Area Office

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Kelly Scott
Community Liaison Manager
Tel: 07443 772 946
Email: kelly.scott@sse.com
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/north-argyll

@ssencommunity

For more information on the project, either come along 
to the events or contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Come talk to us
 
We are holding a series of consultation events to provide 
an update on our proposals to reinforce the transmission 
network in North Argyll.
 
The Dalmally - Creag Dhubh element of the North Argyll 
project proposes to reinforce the existing transmission network 
in the region. This will enable generation projects to connect 
to the electricity network and ensure security of supply.
 
The project team are seeking comment from the local 
community on the preferred location of the new
‘Creag Dhubh’ substation (formerly known as North Argyll). 
We will also be seeking comment on the proposed alignment 
of the new 275kV line between Creag Dhubh and Dalmally.

North Argyll
Reinforcements
March 2018 Consultation Events

Dalmally 
Community Centre

Mon 19th March
14:00 – 19:00

Kilchrenan
Village Hall

Tue 20th March
14:00 – 19:00

Portsonachan
Village Hall

Wed 21st March
14:00 – 19:00

Taynuilt
Village Hall

Thurs 22nd March
14:00 – 19:00

SSEN - North Argyll Event - A5 Advert - 20185 - ARTWORK.indd   1 23/02/2018   13:37



 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

 FIREARMS
HOWA 1500 Howa 
1500 .243, laminated 
stock, stainless varmint 
barrel. roughly 200 
rounds, moderator in-
cluded. FAC only, £700 
andrewramsay322@
outlook.com

 FURNITURE
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MOBILITY

STATIONERY

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

STATIONERY

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL
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S CHIMNEY SERVICES

FURNITURE 
& GARDEN 

SHED 2

 Tel 01397 705144

Seater Sofa with 
footrest, Burgundy 
leather, 6 months 

old, excellent 
condition, £400. 

Double Pine 
wardrobe, £200. 
Bedside Cabinet, 
Pine with three 

drawers, £30. Dining 
Table, extendable, 

seats six, light wood, 
seldom used, £50. 
Double Divan Bed 

with drawers in base 
and mattress, £200. 
Fire surround and 
coal effect electric 

insert, £99. Garden 
Shed 4’x6’, £200, all 

in good condition

SNOWDROP 
BULBS

Telephone
07551 071120

In the green. 
Top prices paid, 

excellent reference. 
Telephone Duncan

 BABY EQUIPMENT
COT BED In great 
condition. Wooden 
Cossato cot which 
converts to toddler bed. 
Comes with mattress 
with removable cover if 
wanted, £35 Telephone 
01631 710622.

 BUILDING / DIY
PLUNGE ROUTER 
Perles1/2” with table 
and assorted cutters, 
£99.99 Telephone 01397 
772522  07900 447995.
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for 
older houses, ornate 
Victor ian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colours, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 564578².

 CAMPING 
& CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

AQUARIUS ROYAL 
WATER CARRIER Car-
avan water carrier, 40 
litre, similar to Aqua roll. 
Very good condition, 
£20 Telephone 01631 
770698.
CARAVAN WASTE WA-
TER CARRIER complete 
with cover. Good clean 
condition, £30 Telephone 
01631 770698.
CARAVAN WATER 
PUMP Truma Crystal 
water pump, very clean 
and good working order, 
£20 Telephone 01631 
770698.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER 

£250
CAR WHEEL AND 
TYRE Unused, Pirelli P4, 
165 R13 82S, £40 Tele-
phone 01546 602463.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

RAYBURN  400k. Very 
good condition. Unin-
stalled and ready to 
go. Transport could be 
arranged. £1,500 Call 
Neil on 01369 840408.

RECLINER CHAIR Rest 
well heat and massage 
recliner chair, black, vgc. 
Town Centre, £90 Tele-
phone 01631 565404.

 GARDEN
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller im-
plement wheels. Colourful 
garden display items. 
Prices from £30, Tele-
phone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes 
and styles, make lovely 
garden planters. Prices 
from £40,Telephone 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90,Telephone 
01631 564578².

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CARPET AND UNDER-
LAY New charcoal grey 
carpet 4.4m x 2.1m. 
Underlay new, 11mm, 
apprx 8sq m, £50 Tele-
phone 07760 334367.

 HOUSE 
CLEARANCES

HOUSE CLEARANCE 
including white goods 
and brand new Laura 
Ashley bed settee, nev-
er been used.  Reason-
able offers.  Buyers to 
uplift, Telephone 01586 
553375.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC 
TOWEL RAIL c/w 
element, ideal for 
bathroom, working per-
fectly and ready to go, 
£30 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOT 
STICKS style sensa-
tions, in excellent con-
dition with carry case,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 

and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 
851868,

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

SONY XPERIA XZ1 
Mobile Phone, black, 
unwanted competition 
prize, still boxed, 
unopened, original 
documentation, retails 
at £545, £400 ono Tele-
phone 07881 275355.

 POULTRY
PULLETS Indian Game, 
£7 each Telephone 
07919 071747 (Isle of 
Bute).

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL, market your 
business effectively 
with professionally de-

ROOM WANTED
IN FORT WILLIAM

Telephone 07596 828703.

Friendly medical student seeks room to let commutable 
distance from Fort William for 6 week summer 

placement in local GP.  29 Jul-8 Sept

SCRAP 
METAL AND 

SURPLUS 
YOUNG

Saturday March 
26 at 11am at Croft 
5, Bohuntin, Roy 

Bridge. A History of 
Crofting Township of 
Bohuntin by Ronnie 
the Crofter at 3pm - 

input welcome.

 WANTED

 WANTED

signed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.



total £547 for Muckairn Parish 
Church and the Macmillan Day 
Bed Unit.
NEILSON - Grace and the 
Neilson family would like to 
thank friends, neighbours, carers, 
doctors and nurses at Glen Mor 
Surgery for their care and kindness 
over the years and especially at 
this diffi cult time, Scott and all 
at John McLellan & Co, Funeral 
Directors for treating Colin with 
the utmost respect and for their 
professionalism, Rev Richard 
Baxter for his kind words and 
the Ben Nevis Hotel for their 
hospitality. Lastly thank you to all 
Coco’s friends who travelled from 
near and far to pay their respects.
ROSS - Allan, Kay and the family 
of the late John, would like to 
extend their grateful thanks to 
everyone for their kindness and 
support during this sad time. 
Special thanks to Rev. Margaret 
Miller for her comforting service 
and to D & A Munn for their 
care and effi ciency of the funeral 
arrangements. Also, thanks go to 
Angus J. MacColl for playing the 
Pipes, Ken Moncrieff for playing 
the organ and Brander Lodge for 
the catering. The sum of £677.33 
has been donated to Cancer 
Research UK. We thank you all.

MEMORIAMS

COUTTS - Treasured memories 
of my dear mother Ishbel, who 
died March 8, 1992, my dear 
father Alex, died June 17, 1976, 
my aunt Jean, died October 26, 
1988 and my brother Alistair, died 
November 2, 2007.
Precious memories never fade away.
- Cathie, Inverness
LEITCH - In loving memory 
of my dear wife Myra, mum and 
grandma, who passed away on 
March 9, 2005.
When the one we loved was called 
away
We did not know that morning
What pain the day would bring
When a special heart stopped beating
And we couldn’t do a thing
A silent thought, a secret tear
Always wishing you were here
- Ivor, Neil, Debbie and family.
MACFARLANE - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and aunt, 
Cathy, who was killed so tragically 
on the road on February 19, 1991. 
Forever in our thoughts, and 
always in our hearts.  
- Inserted by Corinne Barrie (nèe 
MacGillivray) and Alan Barrie.
MACLEAN - In loving memory 
of Archibald MacLean, Hough 
House, Isle of Tiree, who died on 
March 6, 1983.
A very dear uncle and friend to 
many. Also loved ones who have 
passed away before and since.
- Ian, Ishbel and family.
MACPHAIL - In memory of 
Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen.
MACPHAIL - In loving memory 
of my dear nephew Allan, who 
passed away on March 11, 2004.
Love and miss you always.
- Auntie Ann.
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of a much loved son 
and brother Fraser, who died 
tragically in an accident on 
March 8, 2002.
In God’s hands but forever with 
us and in our hearts.
- Mum, Dad, Catriona, Niall, 
Ruaridh and Arran.
NICHOLSON - In loving 
memory of Jessie, wife of the 
late Malcolm, who died March 
11, 2000. Loved and remembered 
every day.
- The Nicholson families.
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE
Oban & Lorn 

Fundraising Branch
Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

In memory of Catherine MacLeod

Senior reporter
Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Thought for the week

BIRTHS
CAMPBELL - Keir and Sara 
Campbell near Bellingham WA, 
USA, thankfully announce the 
birth of their fi ne son Crinan 
Alexander Campbell on February 
19, 2018, a grandson for Diarmid 
Campbell, Kilchoan Farmhouse, 
Kilmelford, a great-nephew for 
Flicky Campbell, Oban, Mary 
and Dougie Lindsay, Kilmore and 
Cherry Campbell, Edinburgh, 
and another cousin for all the 
Campbell families at Arduaine, 
Achnacreebeag, and Inverawe 
Barn, the Campbell-Byatts at 
Leargnahension Drim na Vuillin 
and Nether Buinach, and for the 
Paton and Noel-Paton families 
in Strathyre and Edinburgh 
area, with thanks to Charlotte 
MacDonald Campbell and her 
husband Crinan Campbell, Spean 
Bridge for sharing his name with 
his cousin.

ENGAGEMENTS

COLTHART - JACKSON - 
Allan and Marina Colthart of 
Kinlochlaich, Appin wish to 
announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Victoria Mary Colthart 
to Scott Alister Jackson, son of 
Alister and Sally Jackson of Lonan 
Drive, Oban. Both families are 
delighted for the happy couple.

DEATHS
CAMERON - Peacefully at the 
Highland Hospice on Friday, 
March 2, 2018, Andrew Cameron, 
8 County Cottages, Culduthel, 
Inverness. Retired Farm Manager 
of the famous Tordarroch 
Highland Cattle Fold. Devoted 
husband of Sheena, much loved 
dad of Jane, Mary and Catherine, 
a dear brother of Rena and a loving 
uncle. Will be very sadly missed. 
Funeral Service on Thursday, 
March 15, 2018 at 2.30pm in 
the Funeral Home of William T. 
Fraser and Son, Funeral Directors, 
Culduthel Road, Inverness, 
thereafter burial in Pennyfuir 
Cemetery, Oban, on Friday, March 
16, 2018 at 1.00pm. All friends 
respectfully invited. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations if 
desired for the Highland Hospice 
welcome at the service. 
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
The Care Centre, Isle of Jura. 
Peter Neil age 73 years, beloved 
husband of Annette and loving 
father of Duggie and Elaine. 
Funeral service in Jura Parish 
Church on Saturday, March 10 at 
11.30 a.m. Sadly missed by all who 
knew him.
CRAIG - Peacefully, in Aviemore 
with his family, on Monday 
February 26, 2018, Peter, dad to 
Gerdi, grandad and great-grandad 
to the Cornfoot family, brother-in-
law and uncle. Graveside service at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery on Monday, 
March 12 at 1.00pm. followed 
by a buffet and refreshments at 
the Lochnell Arms Hotel, North 
Connel. All welcome. Family 
fl owers only, donations in lieu if 
desired, for Cancer Research UK 
and Marie Curie Care.
LIVINGSTONE - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on March 2, 2018, in her 
96th year, Helen (née Shaw), 
beloved wife of the late John.  
Funeral service will take place at 
Achnaba Church, North Connel, 
on March 14, 2018 at 1.00 p.m., 
thereafter to Achnaba Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please.
MACDONALD - Peacefully, at 
Raigmore Hospital, after a long 
illness bravely borne, having been 
surrounded by all his family, on 
Sunday, March 4, 2018, Ewan 
MacDonald, aged 59 years. A 
dear husband of Lorraine, loving 
dad of Jamie and adored son of 
Jean Gillies, also a much loved 
brother of Robin and a special 
uncle. Funeral service will be held 
on Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
at 12.30 p.m. in Duncansburgh-
MacIntosh Parish Church; 
thereafter to Glen Nevis Cemetery. 
All friends are respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers only 
please. Donations, if desired, to 
Renal Unit - Raigmore Hospital 
can be given at the Church door 
or forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley Road, 
Fort William.

MACINTYRE - Calum, Eriskay/
Oban/Edinburgh. Peacefully 
after a short illness on  February 
28, 2018, in the Western General 
Hospital, Edinburgh, Calum, much 
beloved husband of Christine, 
loving dad of Murdo, William and 
the late Catherine. Funeral Mass 
will be held on Tuesday March 20 
in St Margaret’s and St Leonard’s 
Catholic Church, 110 St Leonards 
Street, Edinburgh EH8 9RD at 
10.30 a.m., thereafter to Mount 
Vernon Cemetery, 49 Mount 
Vernon Road, Edinburgh EH16 
6JG for 12 noon. RIP.
MACISSAC - Peacefully, at 
home, surrounded by his family 
on Sunday, March 4, 2018, Findlay 
MacIssac, aged 78 years. Devoted 
husband of Mary, much loved 
dad of Donald, John, Findlay 
and Sandra. Also a loving papa 
to 11 grandchildren and 1 great-
grandchild. Funeral service will 
be held on Tuesday, March 13, 
2018 at 1 p.m. in Duncansburgh-
MacIntosh Parish Church; thereafter 
to Glen Nevis Cemetery. Enquiries 
to John McLellan Funeral Directors, 
Tel 01397 702128.
MACKINNON - Peacefully at 
home on Sunday, March 4, 2018, 
Alexander (Sandy), dearly loved 
dad of Sandy, Iain and Sheena 
and a loving grandfather to his 
four grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. Dearly loved 
and sadly missed by all who knew 
him. The funeral service will be 
held in Strachur Parish Church 
on Tuesday, March 13 at 11.30 
a.m. and thereafter to Strachur 
Cemetery, to which all are 
respectfully invited.
MAY - Peacefully at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, on Sunday, 
March 4, 2018 in her 83rd year, 
Mary Ann May, beloved wife of 
Hughie, loving mother of Mary, 
Marion, Colin, and Peter, a loving 
granny and great-granny. She will 
be sorely missed.
RANKIN - Peacefully, in the 
Belford Hospital on Friday, March 
2, 2018, Marion Rankin, aged 93 
years, wife of the late Duncan, 
a beloved mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. Funeral 
service will be held on Saturday, 
March 10, 2018 at 11a.m. in 
Kilmallie Parish Church, Corpach; 
thereafter to Kilmallie Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please. 
Donations, if desired, to the 
Belford Hospital can be given at 
the Church door or forwarded to 
John McLellan Funeral Directors, 
Dudley Road, Fort William.
SMITH - Flora aged 101, passed 
away at Lynn of Lorne Nursing 
Home on Sunday March 4, 2018. 
Widow of John Smith, Blain 
Moidart, mother of Angus and 
Marjory, grandmother, great 
grandmother, and great, great, 
grandmother. RIP.
STEWART - Mary Stewart, née 
Ross, passed away peacefully in 
her 94th year at North Argyll Care 
Home. Beloved wife of the late 
Alister Stewart and dear mother 
of Iain and Sandra, mother-in-law 
to Val and Matt and loving granny 
to Alastair and Richard. Sorely 
missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

McMURCHY - The family of 
William McMurchy, Taynuilt 
would like to sincerely thank 
everyone for their many kind 
messages, cards, fl owers and 
letters. We would also like to 
thank everyone that attended the 
funeral, the Reverend Margaret 
Millar, everyone at Muckairn 
Parish Church, the wonderful staff 
at Oban Hospital particularly Ward 
I and the Macmillan Day Bed Unit, 
the Brander Lodge, Ian MacInnes 
at D&A Munn and Moreen Gracie 
for the lovely wreaths. The retiral 
collection at the church raised in 

Set in a 1950s French small village, 
the boring ‘tranquillity’ is upset by the 
unexpected arrival of a mysterious, 
free-spirited woman who opens a choc-
olate shop during Lent. The repressed 
local laird is outraged and vows to close 
this affront to morality.

Well, this year our Oban congrega-
tion’s Lenten Bible study kicked off by 
watching Chocolat, while eating the 
same (Fairtrade is Lent free).

Why is it that so many writers, nov-
elists, playwrights portray Christianity 
as repressive, and religion as ‘thou shalt 

not’? Because too often we have been 
so. Some have feared our humanity 
rather than encouraged our liberation.

Jesus, who in his very birth affi rmed 
being human, said, in John’s Gospel: 
‘God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved 
through him.’

These words will be heard in church-
es this Sunday throughout the world. 
And, thankfully, so many Christians 
take this seriously.

The liberating work of congregations 

is seen in support for such as Christian 
Aid, Mary’s Meals, New Hope (Oban), 
the provision of facilities for myriad 
local organisations, and in the day-to- 
day living out of a forgiving, support-
ive, sensitive faith which speaks out for 
peace and justice.

Simply, I think too many writers 
invoke a dated cliché.

Now, where is my Lenten Tunnock’s 
tea cake?

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Kilmore and Oban, and Moderator 

of the Presbytery of Argyll.

Tributes paid to former councillor
THE convener of Comhair-
le nan Eilean Siar has paid 
tribute to former Council-
lor Catherine MacEachen, 
who died aged 92 on Satur-
day February 24.

Born on Sunamul Island, 
Benbecula, in 1925 and fol-
lowing her early education 
at Balivanich School, Cath-
erine moved to Glasgow to 
work in two hospitals until 
she was old enough to begin 
her nursing and midwifery 
training at the Eastern 
District Hospital on Duke 

Street. Catherine pursued 
her nursing career in a 
number of places, includ-
ing Glasgow, University 
College Hospital London, 
Cambridge, Harrogate, 
Helensburgh, Falkirk and 
Taynuilt, before returning 
to Benbecula in 1955, when 
she married Donald Alex 
MacEachen, who prede-
ceased her in 1975.

She continued in district 
nursing covering, at differ-
ent times, every area from 
Harris to Barra, before 

working permanently for 
many years on the Grog-
arry, South Uist district. 
For the eight years until 
her retirement in 1985, she 
relocated to the Benbecula 
district.

She was always willing to 
share her knowledge and 
became a practical work 
teacher, training and tutor-
ing student maternity nurses 
in both Stornoway and Aber-
deen. Catherine was also a 
member of the Western Isles 
Health Board.

Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar Convener Norman A 
Macdonald said: ‘Cathe-
rine was a dedicated and 
committed carer in her 
community and also served 
the Benbecula ward as an 
elected representative on 
the comhairle between 
1980 and 1982. 

‘Our thoughts and prayers 
are with her son, Alasdair, 
her daughter, Angela, the 
two grandchildren, Ronald 
and Allan, the wider family 
circle and her friends.’

Death of owner 
who brought 
luxury sailing 
to Scottish 
hospitality
KEN GUNN, co-owner of the multi-
award-winning Sonas Hotels group 
on Skye and the global seafarer who 
introduced luxury sailing to the world 
of Scottish hospitality, has died at the 
age of 67.

Before he and his wife Anne launched 
their first hotel, Toravaig House on the 
southern peninsula of Sleat, in 2003, 
he was captain of the five-star cruise 
ship the Hebridean Princess, sailing 
around the UK, Ireland and Norway.

VIP guests included HRH Princess 
Anne, actor Sean Connery, racing 
driver Jackie Stewart and singer-com-
poser Chris de Burgh.

The Hebridean Princess, twice char-
tered by Queen Elizabeth, including 
a trip to celebrate her 80th birthday, 
was the model for the nine-bedroom 
Toravaig, which the couple insisted 
should be ‘a luxury ship ashore’.

They went on to purchase and devel-
op the nearby Duisdale House, voted 
Scotland’s Best Hotel in the 2013 This-
tle Awards, run by national tourism 
organisation VisitScotland, and Best 
Independent Hotel in the Catering 

Scotland Awards in 2015. In 2016, they 
bought Skeabost House near Portree 
in the north of the island and recently 
completed a total refurbishment and 
extension.

In the Islands’ section of the 2018 
Scottish Hotel Awards, the three hotels 
won six different categories. Skeabost, 
which now has 18 bedrooms, was voted 
Scotland’s Island Hotel of the Year in 
2016 and 2017.

Born and brought up in Oban, son 
of a sea captain, Ken was educated at 
Oban High School, Lewis College in 
Stornaway and Leith Nautical College.

He had close links with St Kilda. His 
Skye-born grandfather was a church 
minister and his grandmother a school 
teacher there. They took his mother 
there when just a couple of weeks old 
and she lived there for five years.

His first job was a cadet officer with 
Benline Shipping, making the first of 
many voyages around the world at the 
age of 17. In 1974, he joined Caledo-
nian MacBrayne (CalMac) as second 
mate on the MV Columba, a vessel he 
would later captain as the redesigned 

Hebridean Princess. At the age of 28 
he became the youngest master of the 
CalMac fleet and plied the waters of 
Scotland’s west coast for more than 
two decades.

He and Anne began offering cruises 
for hotel guests on the 36ft luxury 
yacht Solus in 2005, he as skipper and 
Anne as first mate, twice updating 
it with larger crafts, latterly the 50ft 
Solus a Chuain (Light of the Ocean).

The hotels were the only ones in 
Scotland with a luxury yacht reserved 
exclusively for guests. Scores of 
weddings were conducted on board. 
He took special pride in taking many 
guests to St Kilda, his mother’s and 
grandparents’ former home.

‘Ken was a perfect gentleman and 
at one with the sea,’ Anne recalled. 
‘From a young age he was regularly on 
the sea in various forms of craft. His 
contributions to the success of Sonas 
Hotels were immense. He had a firm 
focus on attention to detail and insist-
ed on the highest standards.’

He is survived by Anne, a son and 
daughter, and his stepfamily at Skeabost.

Have you ever seen the fi lm Chocolat?

Ken and Anne on their wedding day in 
2016.
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Athletics

10-pin bowling

South Lochaber Thistle    4
Helensburgh     0
Greater Glasgow AFL – Division 3

Sport

Lochaber 10-pin 
bowling results

Lochaber club 
lotteries
Lottery numbers

AFTER week 13 of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 10-
pin bowling leagues, with one 
week to go at the Nevis Centre 
in Fort William, Alleycats still 
lead the scratch division with 59 
points followed by The Empire 
on 55 points. Council move 
into third place with 41 points. 
Alleycats remain in the lead 
of the handicap division with 
50 points despite losing 5-0 to 
second placed British Legion 
Fort William who now have 45 
points. Council move into third 
place with 38 points.

Individually, the best scratch 
game of the week came from 
Gary Cowan (The Empire) 
with a 181. Also Iain Gregor 
(British Legion Fort William) 
had a 179. Iain Gregor also had 
the top two-game scratch series 
of 340, the top handicap game 
of 239 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 460.

The best team scores of the 
week came from Council who 
had the top scratch game of 599 
and the top two-game handicap 
series of 1568 while Rotavators 
had the top handicap game of 
844 and The Empire had the 
top two-game scratch series of 
1158.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 4, 9 
and 20. There was no winner so 
the jackpot for the draw today 
(Thursday March 8) will be 
£700.

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 3, 15 
and 17.

The two winners were Jean 
Martin and Willie Anderson. 
Next week’s jackpot will be 
£100.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 5, 8 and 9.

There were no winners this 
week. Next week’s draw will 
have a prize of £800.

Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 1, 7 and 16. The 
only winner this week was A 
Garrick. Next week’s jackpot 
will be £100.

Members of the Spean Bridge Primary School shinty team were 
presented with a set of new strips, in Lochaber Camanachd 

colours, by Lorraine Fraser of sponsors, Twindeer Law. 
Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Yells wins 
fi nal winter 
league race 
of the season

LOCHABER Athletic Club 
hosted their final Winter 
League race of the year on 
Sunday as 50 runners gathered 
at Nevis Range to take part in 
the Leanachan 10k race.

Owing to the nature of the 
Winter League, runners had to 
contend with wintry conditions 
at Leanachan with freezing 
temperatures and snow cover-
ing most of the course.

John Yells was the fastest over 
the finish line, beating Deni Pri-
kulis by a mere seven seconds. 
These two have been battling 
it out on the podium for much 
of the winter season so it was 
a fitting end to their respective 
Winter League campaigns.

Yells finished in an impressive 
time of 42:24, with Prikulis 
making it home in 42:37. Stuart 
Crutchfield, another consistent 
runner this season, finished 
third fastest in a time of 45:19.

The fastest female of the day 
was Lisette Walter, who record-
ed a time of 51:04, which also 
gave her an eighth place finish 
overall. Isla MacKay was the 
next quickest female, crossing 
the line in 53:02.

Female veteran 40 runners 
Amanda Blackhall and Vicki 
MacKinnon were the fastest 
veteran females, with little 
between them, putting in times 
of 55:57 and 56:35, respectively.

The quickest male veteran of 
the day was Andy Craig, male 
vet 50, who put in a good time 
of 53:03.

The fastest runner in the vet-
eran 60 category was Michael 
Connolly recording a time of 
54:58.

A representative of Lochaber 
Athletic Club said: ‘Well done 
to all who took part today and 
a big thank you to our time 
keepers and marshalls Ellen, 
Ian, Raymond, Elma, Eliza-
beth, Cammy, Willie and any 
others. A big thank you to Niall 
MacBeath for organising.’

The Winter League prize-
giving will be held on Sunday 
March 18, at Nevis Range, 
where there will also be a five-
mile run with ‘a difference’ on 
trails around Leanachan. Reg-
istration, using runners’ current 
league numbers, will be in the 
Pinemarten Café from 10am, 
with the race starting at 11am. 
This will be followed by the 
prize-giving presentation which 
will be around 12.30 to 1pm, or 
as soon as the last runner is in.

A colourful start to Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Leanachan 10k 

race at Nevis Range on Sunday, 
the last winter league race of 

the year.
Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Jags deal stinging blow to 
Helensburgh’s title hopes

SLT’s Darren Duncan pushes 
towards the Helsnburgh goal.. 

Photos: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle 
cruised to a four-goal victory 
over Helensburgh on Saturday 
after an impressive attacking 
display which draws them closer 
to the top of the table at the 
expense of their visitors.

The Kinlochleven side now 
look to exert pressure on the 
leading pack as this win means 
they sit just three points off 
second spot in the league.

With this game being one of 
the few matches in Scotland to 
beat the weather, Saturday’s 
fixture at Kinlochleven offered 
an ideal opportunity for South 
Lochaber to cause an upset with 
title challengers, Helensburgh, 
who themselves are looking to 
catch league leaders Newshot 
AFC.

Relieved
Thistle started the brighter 

of the two sides in the opening 
exchanges and were unlucky 
when Danny Mackintosh hit the 
post early on, before the ball 
bounced safely into the relieved 
keeper’s hands.

The scoring was eventually 
opened after a well-placed 
Martin Munro cross was met in 
the box by an excellent Andrew 
McLean header, putting the 
Jags 1-0 up.

The lead could have been 
extended on a further two occa-
sions in the first half. The first 
came when a Dave Forbes free 
kick was comfortably saved by 
the keeper. The next big chance 
of the half fell to Sean Noble 
who, after a great piece of play, 
found himself free inside the 
area but was unfortunately 
unable to convert the rebound.

South Lochaber Thistle captain, Martin Munro is pursued by  
Helensburgh’s Jack Gorman. Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

At the half-time break, the 
teams went in with the score still 
at 1-0 and with Thistle ruing 
their missed opportunities.

The home side came out 
strongly after the break and 
started the half well, again ap-
plying pressure on a hard-work-
ing Helensburgh side that were 
determined not to concede.

Free kick
South Lochaber were eventu-

ally able to double their lead, 
however, after a great piece of 
play from Danny Mackintosh 
saw him fouled 25 yards out. 
Dave Forbes stepped up to bury 
the free kick into the keeper’s 
bottom left-hand corner. The 
strike made it 2-0 and put the 
Jags firmly in the driving seat.

With them now in the ascend-
ancy, Thistle were beginning 
to play some slick attacking 
football. Martin Munro and 
Danny Mackintosh linked up 
well after some beautiful play 
an they combined well in the 
penalty area before Mackintosh 
finished coolly past the strand-
ed Burgh keeper.

With the result of the match 
looking increasingly like a 
foregone conclusion, Andrew 
McLean found one final burst 
of energy to surge forward from 
midfield and slot neatly past the 
keeper to complete the scoring.

Resolute
For all of the home side’s at-

tacking play, the team’s resolute 
defensive exploits should not 
be overlooked as they managed 
to keep a clean sheet against a 
Helensburgh side in good form.

With the full-time score 
finishing 4-0, this result will 
give South Lochaber great 
confidence in the final stage 
of the season. The team sit in 
fourth place in the league with 

22 points, eight behind leaders 
Newshot and just three behind 
second-place Bellaire.

The Lochaber boys take on 
Bellaire in Kinlochleven this 
Saturday.

South Lochaber Thistle: 
Cooke, Kennedy, Lopez, Rodg-
er, Ferguson, Duncan, Noble 
(Morrison) Forbes, Mclean 
(C Cameron), Munro (Doull), 
Mackintosh (Tot).

Man of the match: John Fer-
guson.

Lochaber clubs hit 
by weather

THE WEATHER caused 
disruption for sports clubs in 
Lochaber at the weekend.

Fort William Football Club’s 
match against Nairn County 
was postponed due to snow 
on the pitch. The Fort’s next 
fixture is this Saturday (March 
10) at home to Buckie Thistle 
in the Highland League.

Lochaber Rugby Club’s match 
against Cowal RFC in Dunoon 
was also postponed due to 
the weather. The Banavie 
side are due to make the long 
trip south to play Moffat this 
Saturday (March 10), weather 
permitting.

The primary school shinty 
tournament, due to be held 
at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William, was also cancelled due 
to travel difficulties caused by 
the weather. 

Liberty bring Wheelers more pedal power

Liberty representatives handover the cheque to the West Highland Wheelers at Nevis Range. 
Photo: Abrightside Photography.

MORE youngsters from West Highland commu-
nities will get the chance to make their names as 
top mountain-bike competitors thanks to new 
sponsorship.

Liberty, part of the GFG Alliance, has contrib-
uted £1,000 to help train adult volunteers to coach 
young members of the West Highland Wheelers 
club in mountain biking skills.

The sheer popularity of the junior section of 
the club, which caters for six- to 14-year-olds, 
has stretched the resources of existing qualified 
coaches, meaning that many young people were 
having to join a waiting list to receive their bike 
training.

Doug Little, chairman of the West Highland 
Wheelers, said: ‘We have a thriving junior section 
and support like this ensures it can continue to go 
from strength to strength and no youngster needs 

to miss out. Whether they become big stars or not, 
they all benefit from this sport.’

He added: ‘I’d like also to express my gratitude 
also to the Lochaber Sports Association for their 
much-appreciated grant that will also fund train-
ing for leaders and ensure a healthy future for the 
junior section of the club.’

This is Liberty’s latest support package for 
cycling in the area following the company’s 
agreement recently to be a major sponsor of two 
showpiece biking events this year – the Loch Ness 
Etape on April 29 and the UHI Downhill event 
on June 2 and 3.

The Wheelers meet at Nevis Range on Satur-
day mornings from Easter till Christmas, and 
volunteers – mainly parents of members – take 
groups of children from age six to 14 on two-hour 
mountain bike rides around the trails.

OT



Youth shinty

Indoor athletics

25SPORTThursday 8 March, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk

Indoor football

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................
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£1 coin here
(only if posting)

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3700
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

R Ross
Burnbank Terr.
Oban

S Morrison
Achaleven Road
Connel

Marine Harvest celebrates 30
years of shinty sponsorship

MARINE Harvest (Scotland) 
Ltd, a long-standing supporter 
of shinty, is to create a children 
and young persons develop-
ment fund. 

The new fund will help shinty 
clubs develop and is focused on 
enhancing opportunities for 
children and young people. 

The fund aims to increase 
opportunities and participation 
at accredited or accrediting 
member clubs by providing a 
maximum grant of £500.

The funding will be allocated 
to accredited member clubs 
proposing new or enhanced 
initiatives to develop shinty for 
children and young people up 
to age 18.  

The investment celebrates 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) 

New children and young persons
development fund created by
major salmon farming company

Limited’s 30th year sponsoring 
shinty and commemorates the 
125th anniversary of the Cama-
nachd Association.

Applications for the first 
round of sponsorship will close 
on Monday April 23 at noon 
with details on how to apply on 
www.shinty.com. 

Keith Loades, president of the 
Camanachd Association, said: 
‘Yet again the sport of shinty 
is indebted to Marine Harvest 
for its generous support. In 
this year of young people, this 
sponsorship gives clubs with 
youth teams the opportunity to 
apply for funds to support the 
continued development of the 
game.’

Ben Hadfield, managing 
director of Marine Harvest 

(Scotland) Ltd, said: ‘We are 
delighted to celebrate our 30 
years’ support of shinty with 
the children and young per-
sons fund. We have been very 
impressed with the role the 
Camanachd Association has 
played in getting young people 
involved in the sport and we 
hope the fund will encourage 
even more to take part.’   

Ronald Ross, regional 
development manager for 
the Camanachd Association, 
said: ‘This announcement is 
fantastic news for shinty. Youth 
development at club level is 
integral to the future success 
of our sport and this new fund 

will go a long way to ensuring 
young players are given oppor-

tunities that encourage them 
to continue their participation. 

I look forward to continuing 
our partnership with Marine 

Harvest and ensuring shinty 
reaps the rewards.’

Youngsters at the recent Lochaber area primary � ve and under shinty festival with Jayne MacKay, personal assistant to the managing 
director of Marine Harvest, and Willie MacDonald, Camanachd Association youth director.

Oban area Sports Hall Athletics

Under 7 winners Ciaran Johnstone and Alexandra Harris with 
under 9 winners Marco MacGregor and Megan Carre.
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The under 11, 13 and 15 winners: Mia Campbell,  Amy Gibson, 
Edie Elliot, George Pagan, Finlay MacLean and Fraser Inglis. 
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THE SPORTS Hall Athletics 
competition for the Oban area 
was held at Atlantis Leisure last 
Wednesday evening. 

This event was the third local 
area competition to be held in 
Argyll this winter. The series 
of competitions is promoted by 
Mid Argyll Athletic Club. 

After four hours of competi-
tion it was Rockfield and Park 
schools dominating in the 
boys competition and in the 
girls events St Columba’s, Park 

and Lochnell were the overall 
winners.

There was one new Argyll 
age record. It was in the under 
9 girls contest with Isla Muir 
from Rockfield improving the 
javelin record by 0.25m with a 
13.5m winning throw.

One athlete close to a re-
cord was the boys’ under 11 
champion George Pagan from 
Rockfield  who recorded a time 
of 24.6 in the two-lap race only 
0.3 of a second slower than the 
Argyll age record set by Ben 
Coates in 2010. George also 
won the four-lap race and the 
standing triple jump with a 
jump of 6.07m. 

Two boys shared the run-
ner-up spot with Jacques 
Coates from Park winning the 
long jump and James Muir 
from Rockfield successful in 
the speed bounce and javelin in 
which he threw an impressive 
19m. 

Alexandra Harris, from Park, 
was the under 7 champion 
ahead of another Park girl, 
Quinn MacKechnie. Alex-
andra’s effort of 1.59m in the 
standing long jump was close to 
the Argyll age record.

Megan Carre from Lochnell 
was a clear winner in the under 
9 contest thanks to wins in the 
two-lap and four-lap races, 
triple jump and speed bounce. 
Runner-up Zara MacLeod 
from Achaleven won the long 
jump and Isla Muir won the 
javelin with a record throw.

Mia Campbell, from St 
Columba’s, was the under 11 
champion winning five events 
outright and shared first place 
in the high jump with runner-up 
Emma Cullen from Rockfield 
and Ellie Johnstone from Park. 
Ellie won the triple jump with a 
5.31m leap.

The entry in the older age 
groups was disappointing but 
there was still close competi-
tion with Edie Elliot winning 
the under 13s and Amy Gibson 
from Bunessan the under 15 
champion.

Ciaran Johnstone from 
Park was the boys’ under 7 
champion, only a few points 
ahead of Riley Anderson 
from Rockfield and Ruaridh 
MacKechnie from Park. Young 
Riley produced the top indi-
vidual performance in this age 
category, winning the four-lap 

race in 67.3 seconds. Marco 
Macgregor, Rockfield, won the 
under 9s contest by one point 
ahead of Conan Burns from 
St Columba’s. Marco won the 
two-lap and the long and triple 
jumps. Conan won the javelin 
and in the same age group Alfie 
Macintyre, Rockfield, won the 
four-lap race and Lucas Ma-
cLeod from Achaleven won the 
javelin with a 13m throw. 

Finlay MacLean won a close 
contest in the under 13s, only 
one point ahead of Morgan 
Gemmell who was one point 
ahead of Ewan Dowd from 
Park primary.

Many of the athletes taking 
part qualify to take part in the 
Argyll final at Atlantis Leisure 
on Sunday March 25. 

The final will start at noon 
with registration between 11am 
and noon.

The final will bring together 
the best young athletes from the 
competitions at Lochgilphead, 
Tobermory and Campbeltown  
plus the qualifiers from last 
Wednesday at Oban. 

Colin and Al� e MacKenzie with 
Oban Athletic Club’s new triple 

mat, gifted to them by Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease. 
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Close games at Atlantis
A SERIES of close matches 
took place this week in Atlantis 
Leisure’s five-a-side football 
league.

Cuan Mor 5 
OHS 02’s 4
In the first match of the 
evening, Cuan Mor took on 
debutants Oban High School 
(OHS) 02s.

Cuan Mor won the match, but 
OHS will no doubt be feeling 
aggrieved they weren’t able 
to get something from a game 
after hitting the underside of 
the bar three times.

Argentinas 7
Soroba 5
In the second match, which 
was tight until the last kick of 
the ball, Argentinas kept a hold 
of the ball well and took a two 
goal lead.

However, Soroba benefited 
from the returning Paul Kerr, 
who has been out of action for 
a long time with a knee injury.

And through the reigning 
player of the season, James 
Ford, they hit back and got back 
in the match.

But every time they closed the 
gap, Argentinas pulled away.

Towards the end of the game, 
Dene Cassells put the ball in 
the bottom corner to make 
it 6-5. Soroba pushed for the 
equaliser, but man of the match 
Matty Kelly killed the game off 
with an excellent finish.

Oban Celtic 6
OES United 4
Oban Celtic’s first match since 
declining promotion to the 
premiership saw them come up 
against the side probably most 
similar to their style of play.

OES took the lead through 

Richard McQueen following 
some nice build up play. Mc-
Queen slotted the ball into the 
bottom corner in what was his 
first venture into the opposi-
tion’s half.

Oban Celtic hit back with 
three goals in quick succession. 
The game threatened to boil 
over after a coming together of 
a few bodies, but to both teams 
credit, it never got any more 
heated than that.

Man of the Match was Oban 
Celtic’s Ross MacMillan, who 
showed great skill, combined 
with a couple of tidy finishes.

Oaklea 3
Expected Toulouse 9
Despite the scoreline, this 
match was extremely close, 
especially in the first half, with 

Oaklea enjoying more of the 
ball, but it was Toulouse who 
were 5-0 up at half time.

With Oaklea having Saints’ 
number one Graeme Douglas 
between the sticks, it took sev-
eral inch perfect finishes from 
Robert Johnston to put them in 
front.

The second half was a closer 
affair and Oaklea deservedly 
got on the score sheet.

It was Expected Toulouse, 
however, who picked up their 
second win in a row, with some 
excellent play and ruthless fin-
ishing led by man of the match 
Robert Johnston.

The league is now postponed 
for two weeks.

The majority of the Glensanda team that won the league
last year.
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

Only one game survives the ‘Beast 
from the East’

No holds barred as Mark MacDonald, Kinlochshiel, and Cairn Urquhart, Glenurquhart, battle 
for the ball. All Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart photographs: Neil Paterson.

‘BEAST from the East’ winter 
weather wreaked havoc with the 
shinty fixtures on the opening 
day of the 2018 season, with 
only one match going ahead last 
Saturday.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kinlochshiel 4
Glenurquhart 0
Marine Harvest champions Kin-
lochshiel took advantage of their 
title rivals inactivity when they 
scored four second half goals to 
see off Glenurquhart at Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel’s bid for a second 
successive title only got under 
way after referee Deek Cameron 
had run the rule over the hard 
surface but he was in no doubt 
the game should go ahead.  

Home manager Johnston Gill 
was without Oliver MacRae and 
Scott MacLean who are both 
abroad. Donald Nixon missed 
the pre-season for the same 
reason but he came straight into 
the starting line-up for this one. 
Ally Nixon started in place of 
Oliver MacRae in attack, whilst 
Duncan MacRae, Martin Mac-
Rae and Andrew MacKenzie 
made up a young Kinlochshiel 
bench. 

Iain MacLeod’s Glenurquhart 
side were the only team to 
record a league win against Kin-
lochshiel during the west coast 
side’s 2017 title winning season. 
MacLeod was without the 
influential John Barr, who has 
just had an operation on a trou-
blesome injury, whilst Andrew 
Corrigan, Connor Golabeck 

and the suspended Lachie Smith 
were notable absentees. Injury 
also ruled out James Hurwood, 
Euan Lloyd and Calum Smith. 
Ally MacKintosh started at 
full back and Michael Fraser at 
buckshee back. John Peteranna 
made a first senior start at wing 
back and young Finlay Robert-
son completed the back four. 

Kinlochshiel played down the 
slope in the first half and Keith 
MacRae’s shot from wide on the 
left flashed across the face of the 
goal in the opening minutes.

Glenurquhart responded and a 
surging Fraser Heath run ended 
with a shot from the buckshee 
forward. Keeper Scott Kennedy 
saved with his legs and Mark 
MacDonald put the re-bound 
out for a corner. 

Stuart MacKintosh showed 
that he is back to his best fol-
lowing injury when he made an 
outstanding save to deny Keith 
MacRae. MacRae struck the 
ball well from the Kinlochshiel 
left and it was heading for the 
net, high over the goalie’s left 
shoulder. However, MacKintosh 
showed great reactions, stretch-
ing to turn the ball away with 
his caman for a corner on the 
Kinlochshiel right. Some nice 
passing from the home side end-
ed with a Jordan Fraser attempt 
which went past the keeper’s 
right post. 

More good pass and move 
shinty from Kinlochshiel creat-
ed a chance for John MacRae 
but his effort took a deflection 
and went out for another corner. 

Glenurquhart full centre 
David MacLennan sent a dan-
gerous ball into the Kinlochshiel 

goalmouth and keeper Kennedy 
went down on his knees to 
guard his right post and the ball 
bounced just wide as the contest 
approached the 30 minute mark.

Another great save from Stuart 
MacKintosh, with his club high 
by his right post, kept out a John 
MacRae strike from the left.

A Finlay MacRae ball into the 
‘D’ bounced on the firm surface 
but MacKintosh got his body 
behind it and the corner count 
continued to rise. 

The flurries of snow became 
more frequent on what was a 
bitterly cold day. Glenurquhart  
forward Bradley Cameron had 
to come off for treatment to a leg 
muscle injury and was replaced 
by Cairn Urquhart. 

Ally Nixon cracked a shot into 
the side-netting, to the keeper’s 
right, as the hosts continued to 
try to break the deadlock. Nixon 
then sent a bouncing shot across 
the goal, this time from the 
right, with six first half minutes 
remaining. 

There was some late pressure 
from Glenurquhart as the half 
drew to a close and a shot from 
full forward James MacPherson 
was stopped with his legs by 
Scott Kennedy. As the re-bound 
rose in the air, Kennedy slapped 
the ball away for a corner. 

It was the last action of the 
first half, but Kinlochshiel 
returned on the offensive from 
the re-start and were awarded 
a penalty within the opening 
minute of the second period 
when referee Deek Cameron 
penalised a ‘kick’ inside the ‘D’. 
The normally reliable Jordan 
Fraser stepped up but blasted 
the spot hit well wide of the 
junction between post and bar 
to the keeper’s right. 

Ally Nixon passed up a chance 
when he failed to properly con-
nect with a ball from the right 
after good combination play 
from Jordan Fraser and John 
MacRae.

The Kinlochshiel centre line of 
Donald Nixon, Finlay MacRae 
and Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae, with 
the latter playing in trainers, 
were providing plenty ball for 
the home forwards and it seemed 
only a matter of time before they 
would break Glenurquhart’s 
resistance.

The crucial goal came on 53 
minutes as strong play from 

Glenurquhart keeper Stuart MacKintosh had a busy day.
 Photograph: Neil Paterson.

John MacRae around the pen-
alty spot saw him hold the ball 
and pick out Jordan Fraser. This 
time Fraser made no mistake, 
despatching the ball low and 
hard into the net, beating the 
keeper on his right side.   

Glenurquhart suffered a blow 
on 64 minutes when David 
MacLennan had to limp off with 
a knee problem. Eddie Tembo 
moved from wing centre to full 
centre. 

Kinlochshiel went back on the 
attack and Stuart MacKintosh 
saved well at his right post from 
John MacRae midway through 
the half. The referee had a calm-
ing word with Ally MacKintosh 
after his swing caught John 
MacRae on the back of the legs. 

Ali Nixon was next to test the 
Glenurquhart goalie but MacK-

intosh made another stop, low 
by his left post.

MacKintosh was beaten on 71 
minutes, though, as Ali Nixon 
was rewarded for his efforts, 
steering the ball low through a 
crowded goal area and into the 
net to make it 2-0. 

A rare Glenurquhart attack 
saw Cairn Urquhart force a fine 
Scott Kennedy save with a shot 
from well out on the left. The 
keeper turned the ball away for 
a corner with his stick.

Play switched back to the other 
end when Keith MacRae raced 
for a ball on the Kinlochshiel 
left. With Ally MacKintosh 
closing him down, MacRae fired 
goalwards. Stuart MacKintosh 
dived low to his left to turn the 
ball away although it might have 
being going wide. 

Donald Nixon was next to 
try his luck as he disposed his 
marker but his shot flew over the 
junction between bar and post. 

Kinlochshiel added a third on 
81 minutes. Jordan Fraser’s shot 
came off the inside of the post 
but Keith MacRae turned the 
re-bound home with the visitors 
claiming for offside.   

Stuart MacKintosh used his 
body to block a Jordan Fraser 
shot after good play from Keith 
MacRae and the ‘Reds’ had to 
settle for another corner. 

Kinlochshiel’s Scotland for-
ward Keith MacRae, who hit 
the net last season more times 
than a suicidal salmon, got 
his second with five minutes 
remaining. This was the goal of 
the game and came when a long, 
high diagonal ball from midfield 

bounced on the Kinlochshiel 
left and Keith MacRae smashed 
a shot on the half-volley, with 
his spectacular effort beating 
the keeper under his crossbar to 
make it 4-0.   

Keith MacRae and John Mac-
Rae were immediately replaced 
up front by youngsters Martin 
MacRae and Duncan MacRae. 

The game’s last action saw 
Stuart MacKintosh save twice 
in quick succession to prevent 
Finlay MacRae adding his name 
to the score-sheet. 

Kinlochshiel ended a good af-
ternoon’s work with two points, 
four goals and a clean sheet. 
Their only concern emerged 
later. Full back Paul MacRae 
suffered a blow to the elbow 
midway through the second half 
but was able to continue after 
treatment. 

News broke after the match 
though that a hospital visit and 
subsequent operation will now 
keep him sidelined for a period 
of time.

Glenurquhart’s season won’t 
be defined by this game. It’s 
a season where they will look 
to bring on a number of their 
younger players and Stuart 
MacKintosh’s return from 
injury is a major plus, whilst 
they’ll be stronger for the return 
of Andrew Corrigan, Connor 
Golabeck and Lachie Smith.

Oban Camanachd gave their 
Mossfield pitch every chance 
to be playable ahead of their 
meeting with newly-promoted 
Skye Camanachd but a Saturday 
morning pitch inspection led to 
a call-off.

The other top flight fixtures 
fell foul of the weather on Friday 
as Kingussie’s meeting with 
Caberfeidh at The Dell, Lovat’s 
match against Newtonmore at 
Balgate and the clash between 
Lochaber and Kyles Athletic 
at Spean Bridge were all post-
poned.

Marine Harvest 
National Division
On Saturday morning, the only 
Marine Harvest National Di-
vision match that had a chance 
of going ahead was the clash 
between Kilmallie and Oban 
Celtic at Canal Parks. This con-
test was also called off though  
because of a frozen pitch and 
reversing the game to Mossfield 
wasn’t an option. 

The games between Fort 
William and Beauly at An Aird, 
Glasgow Mid Argyll and In-
veraray at Yoker and Inverness 
and Strathglass at The Bught 
Park were all postponed.  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
The meeting between the 
Glenurquhart and Fort William 
second teams at Blairbeg was 
the last in the division to be 
postponed.  

There was also disappointment 
for champions Newtonmore 
reserves as their match against 
Aberdeen University was post-
poned as The Eilan was unplay-
able. Glengarry’s game against 
the Kingussie colts at Craigard 
and Skye Camanachd’s reserve 
team derby against Kinlochshiel 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, 
were both also postponed due to 
unplayable pitches. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers were to open 
the defence of their Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 title 
against Taynuilt at Taynuilt 
Sports Field. It was the last 
South 1 game to fall victim to 
the weather when it was called 
off on Saturday morning. 

Earlier, the division’s remain-
ing games failed pitch inspec-
tions so the Inveraray seconds 
against Ballachulish at The 
Winterton, Aberdour and Bute 
at Silversands, Kilmory and the Kinlochshiel’s Ali Nixon shields the ball from Glenurquhart’s Finlay Robertson. Glenurquhart captain Ali Mackintosh sends ’Shiel’s John Macrae sprawling.
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Saturday March 3
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel 4 v 0 Glenurqhart

All other games were post-
poned because of bad weather.

Result

Fixtures
Saturday March 10
Marine Harvest Premiership
Caberfeidh v Kinlochshiel  
Andy MacLean
Glenurquhart v Oban Caman
John Angus Gillies
Kyles Athletic v Kingussie  
David Mitchell
Newtonmore v Lochaber  
Calum Girvan
Skye v Lovat   
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
National Division
Beauly v  Kilmallie   
Archie Ritchie
Inveraray v Fort William   
Graham Cameron
Oban Celtic v Inverness   
Lachie Wood 
Strathglass v Glasgow MA
Deek Cameron 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William v Newtonmore  
Des McNulty
Glengarry v Skye    
Innes Wood
Kingussie v Glenurquhart   
Ross Brown 
Kinlochshiel v Aberdeen Uni 
Brian MacKay

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Tayforth  
Ewan MacDonald 
Col Glen  v Kyles Athletic  
Neil MacDonald
Kilmory v Ballachulish  
Duncan Kelly  
Lochside Rovers v Bute  
Scott McNeil
Taynuilt v Inveraray  
Iain Kennedy  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Strathglass   
Ronnie Campbell 
Kilmallie v Beauly   
Jim Innes
Lochaber v Caberfeidh   
Graham Fisher 
Lochcarron v Lewis   
Steven MacLachlan
Lovat v Strathspey   
John Matheson 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glasgow MA v Aberdour   
Euan Pearson 
Glenorchy v Bute    
TBC
Strachur v Oban Celtic  
Ted McDonald

2018 Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup fi nal comes to Oban
THE FINAL of shinty’s blue 
riband trophy, the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup, 
will take place at Mossfield, 
Oban, on Saturday Septem-
ber 15 2018.

This will be the 111th 
Camanachd Cup Final and 
takes place in the Camanachd 
Association’s 125th year. 

Camanachd Association 
president Keith Loades 
said: ‘We are delighted to 
announce that the 2018 Tull-
och Homes Camanachd Cup 

Final will be held at Mossfield 
Stadium,  Oban.

‘This year’s final represents 
a significant opportunity 
across Argyll and Bute and 
beyond to raise the profile of 
shinty and work together to 
engage even more people in 
Scotland’s indigenous team 
sport, shinty.’

Tulloch Homes chief ex-
ecutive George Fraser said: 
‘Tulloch Homes was delighted 
with its first year’s sponsor-
ship of the Tulloch Homes 

Camanachd Cup and look 
forward to this year’s tourna-
ment culminating in the final 
in Oban, a great venue. ‘I am 
sure the cup will throw up a 
few surprise results along the 
way but the winner, as always, 
will be worthy of it. 

‘We wish all the teams the 
very best.’

Roddy McCuish, councillor 
for Oban South and the 
Isles, added: ‘We are looking 
forward to welcoming the 
Camanachd Cup to Oban, 

especially in such a prestig-
ious year for the association. 
The whole town is looking 
forward to a great final in a 
great venue in Oban. It’s great 
for Oban and great for Argyll 
and Bute.’

Oban last hosted the final in 
2015 when Lovat beat Kyles 
Athletic 2-1 in the final to lift 
the trophy for the first time 
since 1953. 

The final will be shown live 
on BBC Two Scotland and on 
the BBC Sport website.

THE TULLOCH Homes Camanachd 
Cup first round draw was made at the Mu-
nicipal Buildings, Oban, on Wednesday 
February  28. The draw was made by Ar-
gyll and Bute councillor Roddy McCuish 
with Camanachd Association president 
Keith Loades and councillor Jim Lynch in 
attendance. 

Kenny Wotherspoon’s Oban Celtic side 
have been given a home draw against 
fellow Marine Harvest National Division 
side Strathglass. 

Kilmallie head south to play Ballachu-
lish at Jubilee Park. Fort William from 
the National Division are off to Taynuilt 
Sports Field to play Taynuilt from the 
league below.  

Inveraray welcome Glasgow Mid Argyll 
to The Winterton.

Inverness are the only north side to be 
given a home tie and they will welcome 
Beauly to the Bught Park.

Bute go straight through to the last 16 
courtesy of an opening round bye.

The first round draw is:
Ballachulish v Kilmallie 
Taynuilt v Fort William 
Inverness v Beauly 
Inveraray v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Oban Celtic v Strathglass 
Bye – Bute
The Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 

first round ties will be played on Saturday 
May 12.  Bute and the five first round win-
ners join the ten Marine Harvest Premier-
ship sides in the second round draw.

Argyll and Bute councillor for Oban South and the Isles Roddy McCuish and president of the Camanachd Association Keith Loades 
with the Camanachd Cup. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Kyles Athletic colts at MacRae 
Park and Tayforth and Col Glen 
at Levenhall Links will all be 
rescheduled. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
The entire Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 programme 
was wiped out.

Unplayable pitches led to the 
postponements of the games be-
tween the Lochaber and Beauly 
second teams at Braeview Park, 
Strathspey Camanachd and the 
Kilmallie reserves at Grantown 
Grammar School, the Strath-
glass and Inverness second 
teams at Cannich, Boleskine 
and Lochcarron at Farr and the 
Caberfeidh colts against Lewis 
Camanachd at Castle Leod. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
The Oban Celtic second team’s 
return to league action will have 
to wait as their game against 
the Bute second team will be 
re-scheduled.

Strachurmore was unplayable 
so Strachur’s clash with the 
Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team was postponed, whilst trav-
el difficulties led to Glenorchy’s 
match against the Aberdour 
second team at Mart Park being 
called off.   

WCA round-up
Winter weather also affected 
the Women’s Camanachd As-
sociation fixtures, with only one 
match going ahead. 

In Marine Harvest North 
Division 2, Kinlochshiel Ladies, 
managed by former Kinlochshi-
el first team manager Colin 
Fraser, copied the club’s men’s 
senior side by being the only 
team to play as they welcomed 
Strathglass to the Plockton High 
School astro pitch.

This was the fledgling Kin-
lochshiel side’s first competitive 
outing and they competed well, 
despite going down 5-0. Freya 
Strachan scored twice, whilst 
Eleanor Mann, Cassie Dorrian 
and Mattie Jones got the others 
to give Strathglass victory.

In the same division, the 
games between the Skye Cama-
nachd seconds and Inverness at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Glengarry and 
Glenurquhart at Craigard and 
Lovat and the Lochaber seconds 
at Balgate were postponed.

In Marine Harvest South Di-
vision 2, the meetings between 
Dunadd and Cowal and Bute, 
the Glasgow Mid Argyll seconds 
and Tayforth and Oban Lorn 
and Ardnamurchan seconds 
were all postponed. 

This week’s 
premiership action
Oban Camanachd hope to get 
their first competitive action of 
the new season when they travel 
to Blairbeg to play Glenurquhart 
in the Marine Harvest Premier-
ship on Saturday March 10.

Glenurquhart boss Iain Ma-
cLeod will do a fitness check on 
David MacLennan who suffered 

a knee injury in the defeat to 
Kinlochshiel and John Barr 
is definitely out. Oban Cama-
nachd manager Ian Hay will 
welcome Garry Lord back, but 
Scott MacMillan is suspended 
and Scott McKillop is injured. 

Caberfeidh should have Jamie 
MacIntosh fit for Kinlochshiel’s 
visit to Castle Leod. Oliver Mac-
Rae is still out for Kinlochshiel.

Skye host Lovat at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree. Skye’s Jordan 
Murchison, who would have 
missed the postponed game 
against Oban Camanachd, will 
be back, whilst Lovat’s Callum 
Cruden serves the final game of 
a three-match suspension which 
dates back to his red card in the 
Camanachd Cup Final. 

Newtonmore will be without 
the banned Glen MacKintosh 
when Lochaber visit The Eilan. 
Ally MacDonald should replace 
Callum MacDonald in the 
Lochaber goal, whilst Brian 
MacDonald is banned.

New signings Neil MacVicar 
for Kyles and Sandy Elrick for 
Kingussie could make their 
competitive debuts when Kyles 
Athletic meet Kingussie. Sandy 
MacKenzie is banned for Kyles, 
whilst Kingussie’s Fraser Munro 
should make his competitive 
comeback.    

 

Travis Perkins 
national � rst 
shinty festivals
The Travis Perkins National 
P5 (& under) and P7 (& under) 
First Shinty Festivals were due 
to take place in Fort William on 
Saturday March 3.

However, with terrible travel 
conditions throughout the coun-
try, the event was postponed 
and has been rescheduled for 
Saturday March 17.

Two more 
Camanachd 
Association 
directors
The Camanachd Association 
co-opted two new members 
- Lyndsay Bradley from Ardna-
murchan and John Finlayson 
from Skye - onto its board at a 
meeting in January. 

Lyndsay Bradley has been a 
head teacher in Ardnamurchan 
for the past 11 years. She initial-
ly got involved with youth shinty 
before moving into the ladies 
game. Lyndsay is now coach and 
manager of the Ardnamurchan 
primary school teams and the 
three ladies teams in Ardna-
murchan. 

She also plays in goal for the 
Ardnamurchan first team which 
plays in Marine Harvest Na-
tional Division 1. Lyndsay also 
continues to help out with the 
Ardnamurchan U14 and U17s. 

Lyndsay Bradley was named 
Marine Harvest South Division 
2 Coach of the Year at the 
2017 Annual Marine Harvest 
Awards, having being named 
Marine Harvest Development 
Coach of the Year and Marine 
Harvest Volunteer of the Year 
12 months earlier.  

Lyndsay added: ‘I’m delighted 
to have been asked to join 
the Camanachd Association 
board and hope my experience 
in women’s and youth shinty, 
especially sustaining numbers 
and opportunities in our remote 
area, will be of help to the board. 
I’m looking forward to learning 
more about how the Camanachd 
Association works.’ 

John Finlayson, a Highland 
councillor, was a member of the 
Skye Camanachd squad that 
won the Camanachd Cup in 

1990. He played shinty for Skye 
Camanachd from the age of 
15 and for Glasgow University 
for five years. John went on to 
manage Skye Camanachd’s 
first team in the 1992/3 and the 
1993/4 seasons. 

John Finlayson said: ‘I was a 
head teacher for 30 years and in 
all my schools, I promoted shin-
ty and supported parents and 
community members to take 
ownership of shinty coaching for 
primary school aged pupils.

‘This approach latterly led to 

sustainable structures being put 
in place, led by parents and com-
munity members, and during my 
time at my last school, Portree 
primary, this community ethos 
enabled the school to win the 
MacKay Cup and the National 
First Shinty Trophy on several 
occasions. As someone who sees 
shinty as a community-based 
sport which offers youngsters a 
pathway into senior sport and 
the chance to play at a national 
level, I am keen to give some-
thing back to a sport that gave 

me so many opportunities and 
enabled me to make numerous 
friends across all parts of Scot-
land. Shinty and its history have 
the potential to offer people of 
all ages enjoyment and hope-
fully, in some small way, I can 
contribute to its development.’

Camanachd Association pres-
ident Keith Loades said: ‘I’m 
delighted to welcome John and 
Lyndsay to the board. They both 
bring a huge amount of experi-
ence and are sure to add value to 
an already experienced board.’

No stopping Keith MacRae as he races past the Glenurquhart defence. Kinlochshiel keeper Scott Kennedy stays calm under pressure.
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Sport

West District Men Division 4 
Team   P     W    D      L      F       A    Gd     Pts
Oban 1s  8      5      1      2      26      21      5      16
Ayr 2s   9      4 2      3      27      15    12      14 
Giffnock 3s  9      5 1      3      22      13      9      13 
Hillhead 7s   7      3 3      1      19      12      7      12
Dumfries 2s  8      3      3      2 13      12     1       9
East Kilbride 2s  8      1 0      7      13      38   -25       3
Clydesdale 5s  9      2 2      5      15      24    -9       2

Oban Saints               
Yoker United                 
Scottish Cup – 7th round

Greenock Wanderers        P            
Oban Lorne                        P     
BT West Division 1

Kelso Ladies    P                     
Oban Lone Ladies   P       
BT Women’s National League 2

Hockey LAST Saturday’s fixtures: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, 7th 
round – Oban Saints v Yoker 
United; Jimmy Marshall Cup, 
2nd round – Campbeltown 
Pupils v Rosehill Star; Premier 
Division Two – Port Glasgow 
OBU v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Tarbert v Busby.
 All games were postponed due 
to the weather.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, 7th 
round – Oban Saints v Yoker 
United; Jimmy Marshall Cup 
– Rutherglen v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Dunoon v Claremont; 
Premier Division Two – Tarbert 
v Houston.

Football

Saints’ youth team 
results and � xtures
Youth football

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s v Dumbarton Riverside; 
Under 14s v Greenock United; 
Under 15s v Westercommon 
Star; Under 16s v Dumbarton 
Riverside; Ardencaple v Under 
17s.
 All game were postponed due 
to the weather.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
v Helensburgh; Under 15s no 
game;  Baljaffray v Under 16s; 
Under 17s no game. 

Sport

Saints take on Yoker for a place 
in last eight of the Scottish Cup  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 8, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.46 1.2 09.20 3.2 16.19 1.6  21.46 3.1
Fri 04.33 1.5 10.01 3.0 17.13 1.8  22.40 2.9
Sat 05.29 1.8 11.00 2.7 18.19 1.9   **.** *.*
Sun 00.34 2.8 06.37 1.9 14.08 2.6  19.47 1.9
Mon 02.27 2.9 08.14 1.9 15.31 2.8  21.23 1.7
Tues 03.25 3.1 09.52 1.7 15.57 3.0  22.12 1.5
Wed 04.06 3.3 10.33 1.5 16.27 3.3  22.48 1.3             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

12
6

4

Thursday Light rain and breezy
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 1°C to 6ºC
Friday Sleet showers and breezy
 Winds moderate west south westerly 
 Temperatures 2°C to 4ºC

Weekend Light cloud and breezy
Outlook Winds moderate east north easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC

OBAN played Dumfries 2s just 
three weeks after their previous 
meeting.
 This match was entirely differ-
ent as both teams had made sig-
nificant changes to their line-up. 
Oban were without four regular 

players, including captain Ali 
Burton. 
 Eight goals were scored on 
that first occasion, but this time 
there was little need for a score 
board.

The sides were resolute in 
defence with much of the game 
played in the middle third of 
the pitch. Oban passed the 
ball well and showed signs of a 

breakthrough on a number of 
occasions. They had a number 
of short corners as they pressed 
forward, but were unable to take 
advantage.

Andy Head in the Oban goal 
was an attentive spectator and 
was only called into action on 
two occasions and even then 
there was no real threat on goal.

Man of the match was Theo 
Andrews, who only started 
playing hockey this season and 
is already proving to be a must 
have on the team sheet. Also 
having an assured game was 
newcomer Jenson Binnie.

Oban remain top of the league 
with a game in hand over second 
placed Ayr II. The next game is 
against East Kilbride II.

Oban     0
Dumfries 2s    0
West District Men’s Div 4 

Action from Oban Hockey Club’s recent 0-0 draw against Dumfries.

Oban and Dumfries share the points

Beast from 
the East 
causes havoc 
with sports 
fi xtures
THE recent horrendous weath-
er conditions caused havoc with 
sporting fixtures across Scot-
land last weekend and The Oban 
Times circulation area teams 
were all hit by postponements.
 All the Scottish Amateur Cup 
last 16 games were called off, 
including Oban Saints’ home 
match with Yoker United. The 
teams will try again on Saturday.
 The whole of the Scottish Ama-
teur Football League programme 
was wiped out and the Scottish 
Youth Football Association wise-
ly decided to call off all the youth 
fixtures in the country.
 Rugby was also hit hard with 
the Oban Lorne and Oban High 
School fixtures falling foul of 
the weather.
 Saturday was meant to be the 
start of the ‘summer’ shinty sea-
son but again the weather caused 
havoc with the games involving 
the Oban teams postponed.
 The only rays of sunshine on 
an otherwise bleak Saturday af-
ternoon were at Kirkton where 
Kinlochshiel and Glenurquhart 
played their Marine Harvest 
Premiership shinty match, and 
South Lochaber Thistle man-
aged to get their Greater Glas-
gow Football League encounter 
played against Helensburgh on 
the 3G pitch at Kinlochleven.
 Must be something about the 
word Kinloch as both teams 
won – Kinlochshiel defeating 
Glenurquhart 4-0 with South 
Lochaber Thistle inflicting the 
same scoreline over Helens-
burgh at Kinlochleven.      

SATURDAY’S rugby pro-
gramme across the country 
felt the full effects of the Beast 
from the East with almost all 
Premiership, National and Re-
gional league fixture across the 
country being postponed.

Greenock notified Oban 
Lorne’s team management on 
the Thursday evening that there 
would be no game in Inverclyde 
due to a large amount of snow 
on the playing surface. This 
came as no surprise but meant 
yet another rearranged fixture 
for the Green Machine.

The 2017/18 season has been 
a frustrating one for many West 
Regional clubs with the decision 
of going to a 12-team league 
having a major impact on the 
length of the playing season. 

Referees and pitches have been 
severely stretched to a point 
where a few clubs are question-
ing their long-term involvement 
in the setup.

As things stand, Oban Lorne 
will be playing league rugby as 
far ahead as May 12 without 
taking Saturday’s postponement 
into account.

 The team still have 10 league 
games remaining.

Weather wins as rugby is called off

OBAN Lorne Ladies’ fixture 
away to Kelso was also post-
poned on Sunday due to pitch 
and weather conditions.
 The Green  Army will have 
to wait until this Sunday for a 
chance to secure the National 
League 2 title with the visit of 
Royal Dick Vet College Women 
to Glencruitten. Sunday’s fix-
ture kicks off at 2pm.

The squad are stepping up 
their preparations for the up-
coming BT National Bowl on 
Sunday April 8. 

The ladies take on National 1 
side Howe of Fife Women for a 
place in the national final at BT 
Murrayfield.

Oban Lorne currently occupy 
11th place in the league and 
face the very real possibility of 
relegation come the end of the 
season. The club do have several 
winnable fixtures coming up.

This Saturday they make the 
long trip to take on Annan. The 
sides met in January with the 
visitors recording a 26-15 win at 
Glencruitten.

The next home game for Oban 
Lorne is against bottom club 
Helensburgh RFC on March 31, 
with kick off at 3pm.

Youth, girls and mini rugby 
games postponed
LAST weekend’s U18, U16, 
U15 girls, U13/14 boys and mini 
rugby fixtures were all post-
poned due to weather or travel 
conditions.

This week the U18s continue 
their West League Cup group 
with an away trip to Dalziel RFC 
while the U16s play at home to 
Whitecraigs.

Oban Lorne coach Corrie Louw.

SCOTTISH Amateur Cup fever 
returns to Glencruitten this 
Saturday when Oban Saints host 
Yoker United in the last 16 of 
the Scottish Amateur Football 
Association’s blue riband event. 
 Visitors Yoker United of the 
Strathclyde Saturday Morning 
Amateur Football League only 
came into being 12 months ago 
but have come flying out of the 
traps and are enjoying a remark-
able debut season.

Manager James O’Hara whose 
playing career began at Hearts 
and took in various stops at Al-
bion Rovers, Yoker, Whitefield 
and Thorniewood Juniors  upon 
hanging up his boots decided to 
form a local club to compete in 
the Strathclyde Saturday Morn-
ing League.

Assisted by experienced coach-
ing staff James O’Hara senior, 
Daniel Reilly and Robert Ar-
thurs, O’Hara recruited a group 
of ambitious players and, after 
a successful application, had 
his new charges accepted into 
Division 1A of the Strathclyde 
Saturday Morning League.

Extended runs in the various 
cup competitions have restricted 
Yoker United to just four league 
fixtures where a return of nine 
points out of 12 keeps them very 
much in the title race alongside 
Lenzie Thistle, Southside and 
league leaders Uddingston. It 
was against fellow new boys 
Uddingston back in September 
that Yoker’s only league reverse 
so far came losing out by the 
odd goal in three after playing 

60 minutes reduced to 10 men.
Revenge for that solitary 

league defeat came in the fourth 
round of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup when Yoker put five past 
their fellow league new boys to 
extend their national cup run 
into the new year. 

Prior to that, after receiving a 
first round bye, Yoker came per-
ilously close to falling at the first 
hurdle against Scottish Amateur 
League Premier Division Two 
side Paisley. 

Incredibly, Yoker fought back 
from 6-1 down with 25 minutes 
to go to take the Buddies back 
across the Erskine Bridge for a 
replay at their Scotstoun home. 
United matched their six-goal 
haul in the rematch but this time 
restricted Paisley to just the one 

goal to book their place in the 
third round.

With their preferred home 
venue unavailable, Yoker were 
forced to take third round oppo-
nents Logie Harp to Clydebank 
High School. The change of 
surroundings, however, failed to 
knock United from their stride 
and they comfortably dispatched 
the Midlands Amateur Football 
Association Premier Division 
strugglers 7-0.

After seeing off the challeng-
ers from Dundee, followed 
by league mates Uddingston, 
Yoker’s fifth round opposition 
hailed from just along the road 
in Glasgow’s infamous ‘Teuchter 
Triangle’. Glasgow Island, who 
Saints fans will recall from their 
2015 Royal National Mòd Cup 

visit to Glencruitten, were edged 
out by the odd goal in three to 
set up a last 32 encounter with 
three-time cup winners Cam-
busbarron Rovers.

The trip to Stirling to face the 
Caledonian League Division 1A 
men presented Yoker’s biggest 
test of the competition so far 
which they safely passed raising 
quite a few eyebrows in the 
process.

Saints started their Scottish 
Cup campaign with a 4-0 home 
win over Mauchline United in 
the first round thanks to goals 
from Craig MacEwan (3) and 
Shaun MacIver.

This was followed by a convinc-
ing 6-0 home win against Plains 
in round two. Donald Campbell 
(3), Fraser MacFarlane, Scott 

Maitland and Paul Carmichael 
were on target for the Oban side.

It took Saints two hard games 
to get past an impressive Falkirk 
side in round three, the first 
game ending in a 3-3 draw at 
Alva Academy. Donald Camp-
bell (2) and Craig MacEwan 
were Saints’ scorers. The replay 
in Oban a week later saw Saints 
edge through 3-2 thanks to goals 
from Craig MacEwan, Willie 
Gemmell and Myles McAuley.

The D & K Lafferty-sponsored 
Oban side then took on old 
rivals Greenock High School in 
the fourth round and came away 
with a creditable 2-2 draw from 
Battery Park with a depleted 

squad. Two goals from Scott 
Maitland ensured that the Oban 
side stayed in the cup. 

Bad weather and the festive 
break meant the replay didn’t 
take place until Saturday 
January 6, when manager 
Alex Craik had a full squad of 
players to choose from. The 
Oban side turned in a top class 
performance to win 2-0 thanks 
to goals from Ally McKerracher 
and Donald Campbell.

The fifth round saw the Oban 
side travel to take on East 
Kilbride Rolls Royce and they 
returned home with a well 
deserved 4-2 victory thanks 
to goals from Scott Maitland 
(2), Myles McAuley and Craig 
MacEwan.

Kilwinning Sports Club was 
the venue for the sixth round 
encounter with Kilbride Thistle 
and again the Oban side had 
to come from behind to win a 
cracking game 3-2 with goals 
from Craig MacEwan, Donald 
Campbell and young Daniel 
MacCuish.

Saturday’s tie against Yoker, 
which kicks off at 2pm at Glen-
cruitten, will be refereed by 
top Motherwell official Tommy 
Gilchrist.

The game gives the Oban 
Saints faithful one last oppor-
tunity to catch their favourites 
in home Scottish Amateur 
Cup action this season as the 
winners of Saturday’s seventh 
round have been drawn away 
from home in the quarter-finals 
against either Sandys of the 
Lothian and Edinburgh  League 
or Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division table 
toppers Goldenhill.

Craig MacEwan nets the equaliser during the sixth round game against Kilbride Thistle which the D & K La� erty-sponsored Oban side 
went on to win 3-2. Match preview and photo: Derek Black

Football
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FRUSTRATION and disap-
pointment have been the reac-
tion in Lochaber this week now 
that 15 months have passed since 
NHS Highland last advertised 
three vacant surgeons’ positions 
at the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William. 

Health bosses have instead re-
lied on £737,000 worth of locum 
cover to maintain services at the 
second busiest hospital in the 
Highlands.

An NHS Highland represent-
ative said: ‘NHS Highland has 
made strenuous and repeated 
efforts to recruit substantive 
consultant posts, particularly 
surgeons, at the Belford Hospital 
for a number of years. Since 2014, 
we have advertised for three sub-
stantive and five locum surgeons.

‘However, these repeated 
efforts to recruit consultants and 
the fact that we were unable to 
fill the posts made it clear that a 
different approach was required.’

In February 2017, NHS High-
land bosses undertook a review 
of the job description in an 
attempt to make the vacant posts 
‘more attractive for the potential 
recruitment and retention of 
consultants’. 

However, since then, none of 
the vacant positions at the hospi-
tal has been advertised. 

Retired Lochaber GP and 
non-executive member of NHS 
Highland board Michael Foxley 
said he was ‘extremely disap-
pointed’ to see that nothing has 
been advertised after 15 months. 

Dr Foxley also raised concerns 
over the possibility of NHS 
Highland developing rotational 
contracts whereby consultants at 
the Belford will rotate with other 

consultants at Raigmore Hospital 
in Inverness.

He said: ‘There’s been much 
talk about rotational positions at 
Raigmore but details of controls 
and how this will operate have 
not been made available yet.

‘Rotational contracts are a 
very good idea in theory but to 
be effective they must work in 
practice. It is easy for default staff 
to just remain in Raigmore.

‘The Belford is the busiest of the 
six rural hospitals in Highland 
because of traumas on mountains 
and roads. The post needs to be 
advertised along with promoting 
the qualities of life in Lochaber – 
it’s a safe place to live.’

While the job description 
review has been taking place 
over the last year, the hospital has 
been staffed by a regular team 
of locum consultant surgeons. 
But even recruiting locums has 
proved problematic, according 
to NHS Highland, as ‘modern 
surgeons tend to be more spe-
cialised’ and there are ‘very few 
generalist surgeons able to work 
in a rural general hospital’.

Retired Belford Hospital con-
sultant surgeon, David Sedgwick, 
said that problems with recruit-
ment stem from wider issues in 
medical and surgical training, in 
which junior surgeons are direct-
ed towards specialising in narrow 
fields.

He said: ‘There is a series of 
reasons why this problem has 
occurred. One is that there has 
been this increasing trend to have 
super specialists where surgeons 
don’t operate on certain parts 
of the body and only do certain 
operations. This has come about 
by a significant reduction in the 
number of hours of training for 
junior doctors.

‘Therefore, there is a push to 

There will be a strong Lochaber representation when the world’s greatest dog show gets under way today (Thursday) at Birming-
ham NEC. Running until Sunday, Crufts  2018 will see 22,000 dogs and owners from around the world taking part and among those 
making the long journey south from our region will be, from left, Ann Winning with Rowan, Jackie MacDonald with Suri and Myley 

and Rally (not pictured), and obedience event assistant team manager Sarah Holroyd. (Full story, page � ve) IF F10 Crufts 04

Frustrations voiced at failure 
to fi ll Belford surgeons’ jobs

Volunteers 
tackle A82 
litter blight

Fingers and paws crossed for Crufts glory

DISCARDED food packaging, 
fast-food wrappers, piles of bro-
ken glass and even an old fridge 
are among the items of rubbish 
dumped along the verges of 
the A82 at North Ballachulish 
recently.

Nether Lochaber Community 
Association is in the process of 
working with the local Gleaner 
filling station to create a view-
point and picnic area and, on 
Sunday, members cleared up 
more of the litter constantly 
being left behind.

The fridge was uplifted as well as 
bags of broken glass that was raked 
up after the bottle banks were 
shifted to a new concrete stand 
near to the filling station.

Iain Jenner, chairman of Nether 
Lochaber Community Council, 
was one of the volunteers involved 
in Sunday’s clean-up and says with 
the boom in tourist numbers to the 
Highlands expected to produce the 
busiest season ever this year, there 
is a real need for more education 
when it comes to litter.

‘Litter isn’t just a North Balla-
chulish problem – it seems to be an 
A82 problem,’ said Mr Jenner.

‘The fridge had been chucked off 
the cliff and just epitomised the 
problem. What is needed is more 
education. Litter along the A82 
verges is definitely getting worse 
year on year and I think it is a 
combination of austerity cutbacks 
to council services, combined with 
the growth in fast-food outlets and 
the massive numbers of tourists 
and visitors we now get.

‘We’re fast approaching what 
could be the busiest-ever tourist 
season in the Highlands and the 
message needs to get out not to 
throw litter and other rubbish into 
the countryside.’

A POLICE officer who has worked on coun-
ter-terrorism operations around the UK was 
banned from driving for five months at Fort 
William Sheriff Court after it heard how he 
had driven a Mercedes car at 102mph across 
Rannoch Moor.

Alexander Winchester, 41, appeared 
before Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald last week 
and pleaded guilty to careless driving as a 
result of doing 102mph on the A82 road on 
Rannoch Moor on May 12 last year.

Procurator fiscal Robert Weir said Win-
chester, who was described as an acting 
police sergeant who mainly works from a 
base at Dounreay, had been travelling south 
at the time of the offence. 

Mr Weir said: ‘Police officers carrying 
out a speed check using a hand-held 
device aimed it at the Mercedes E Class 
car being driven by the accused and 

recorded its speed as being 102mph.’
Winchester was subsequently stopped by 
officers, cautioned and charged.

Defence agent David Mitchell told the 
court his client was a police bronze com-
mander and also operated as a firearms 
commander.

‘He often travels around the UK working 
on counter-terrorism secondments, and 
mainly works out of Dounreay,’ said Mr 
Mitchell.

‘At the time of the offence, he was over-
taking another slower moving vehicle and 
continued to accelerate. As the court has 
already heard, the conditions were good 
and there were good views of the road but 
that is absolutely no excuse and my client is 
remorseful and embarrassed.

‘He accepts he should have known better 
and accepts full responsibility.’

The court heard Winchester already had 
three penalty points on his driving licence 
and his solicitor told the court that, as a 
firearms officer, his client’s driving licence 
was very important.

Mr Mitchell continued: ‘He is still facing 
disciplinary action following this matter and 
it will no doubt have an adverse effect on his 
career.’

Despite hearing Winchester’s solicitor 
make a plea for the matter to be dealt with by 
way of a large fine and penalty points rather 
than a period of disqualification, Sheriff 
MacDonald said 102mph was an excessive 
speed to drive at on any road, even if the one 
in question was a remote rural one.

‘I am satisfied only a period of disqualifica-
tion is appropriate and I therefore disqualify 
you for a period of five months and impose a 
fine of £640,’ she told Winchester.

Anti-terrorism cop clocked at 102mph

centralise services to central 
hospitals, but this hasn’t taken 
account of services at rural 
hospitals in the Highlands and 
across other parts of the coun-
try. There needs to be a change 
in direction.’

Mr Sedgwick explained 
that unless there is a willingness 
to train general surgeons and 
encourage them to work at 

rural hospitals, the problems of 
recruitment will continue.

‘Politicians have got to put 
pressure on the profession for 
training surgeons to work in ru-
ral hospitals,’ he said. ‘Otherwise 
people will have to travel four 
hours to get an appendix out – it 
really is getting that bad.’

‘There’s got to be more encour-
agement  for trainees to consider 

working in rural hospitals and I 
don’t think that’s there. Maybe 
even a financial incentive might 
work.’

Filling other consultant posts at 
Belford has also proved difficult 
for NHS Highland as one of the 
three physician posts has been 
vacant. Lochaber council leader, 
Andrew Baxter, expressed his 
frustration at the recruitment 

process at NHS Highland. He 
said: ‘This is not a new problem 
and I’m staggered it’s taken them 
a year and all that money to 
realise they need a different ap-
proach to recruitment, not just in 
Lochaber but across Highland. 
You’d think that when the NHS 
don’t have much money that they 
would want to find a solution to 
this as quickly as possible.’

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

FREE CHOCOLATES FOR 
MUM ON MOTHER’S DAY

Delicious lunches 
 & dinners, all 
served with a 

gorgeous view of 
 Corran Narrows.

( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | Open Fri - Sun, 12pm - 10pm

SUNDAY ROASTS 

2 Courses - £14.95pp

3 Courses - £17.95pp

Children under 12 yrs
2 courses - £9.95,  
3 courses - £12.95

FISH TEAS 
Every Friday

£10.95pp

Includes bread & butter 
and your choice of tea, 
coffee or a draught soft 

drink.  

with pre-booked tables

www.lochabertimes.co.uk
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WOMEN’S 
DAY MARKED 
IN LOCHABER



PREMIUM members of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce were de-
lighted to welcome Humza Yousaf,  
the Scottish Minister for Transport 
and the Islands, to their latest busi-
ness forum.

In a very productive meeting at 
BSW Timber on February 26, the 
Premium member businesses were 
able to draw the minister’s attention 
to the key local transport issues 
affecting their enterprises and the 
wider community.

They also heard directly from the 
minister about work being done to 
address the most pressing transport 
issues and were able to pass on 
valuable first-hand evidence on the 
economic and social impacts of con-
gestion in and around Fort William.

Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce regularly hosts meetings 
with Scottish ministers and other 
key decision-makers. By working 
together through the chamber, 
local businesses can make sure that 

those in power hear directly about 
the concerns and priorities of our 
business community.

Everyone who live and work in the 
region are very aware of the trans-
port problems in and around Fort 
William, especially during the busy 
summer months. Therefore, LCC is 
pleased that the Fort William Stra-
tegic Transport Study is under way 
to identify what improvements are 
needed to support a thriving Fort 
William in the future.

Commissioned by the Highland 
Council, HIE, HITRANS and 
Transport Scotland, the study gives 
residents and businesses a chance to 

contribute their views on the long-
term transport needs of our growing 
community.

To have your say, visit Fort William 
Library today (Thursday March 8) 
between 1pm and 7pm to talk di-

rectly to the AECOM survey team, 
or fill in the online survey at www.
placecheck.info/maps/fortwilliam.

To join Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce call 01397 705765 or visit 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk.
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View from the Chamber

Bruno Berardelli, chairman of Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, with 
Humza Yousaf and Premium members. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

WHAT’S ON
� The Fort William Strategic 
Transport Study is holding an 
informal drop-in session today 
(Thursday March 8) in the Fort 
William Library community room 
from 1-7pm. A team of consult-
ants and members of the study 
team will be there. Go along any 
time during the session to o� er 
your views.

� Lochaber Local History Soci-
ety is hosting a talk from John 
Dye on vitri� ed forts tonight 
(Thursday March 8).  In a week 
when a new book on Dun Dear-
dail has been launched and 
when we all could probably 
bene� t from a bit of real time 
warming vitri� cation John’s 
talk is   timely. The talk begins 
at 8pm at the Ben Nevis Hotel.

� The Emporium of Worldly 
Goods is hosting an informal, 
family-friendly event tomorrow 
(March 9) in order to raise aware-
ness of Fairtrade fashion during 
Fairtrade Fortnight 2018, from 
7pm to 9pm. An informal drinks 
reception will be followed by a 
brief talk about what Fairtrade 
means, who bene� ts and how 
you can be a conscious consumer 
when choosing what to wear. A 
fashion show featuring the Em-
porium’s fairly-traded clothing 
lines for spring/summer is the 
main event, followed by live mu-
sic. Admission is free and ticketed 
due to limited space.

� Dyslexia Scotland is holding 
a number of dyslexia mas-
terclasses for parents in Fort 
William on Thursday March 15.  
Dyslexia expert Fiona Dickin-
son will deliver a talk on what 
dyslexia is, how it can a� ect a 
child and what practical sup-
ports and strategies can help. 
This free talk will be at An Cala, 
Fort William, at 7pm and has 
been funded by the Scottish 
Government. There is no need 
to book.

� Two Lochaber village halls 
are hosting ‘jazz in the village’ 
concerts this month. Saxophone 
and piano jazz duo Ian Millar 
and Dominic Spencer will be 
performing at the Sunart Centre 
on Friday March 16 and Glenuig 
Village Hall on Saturday March 17. 
The Edinburgh-based duo have 
been playing together for a num-
ber of years, producing melodic 
improvisations on jazz standards 
and originals compositions. Both 
concerts start at 8pm. Tickets 
are £10 and available from the 
venues or online at ticketsource.
co.uk. There is a licensed bar.

� Lochaber Piping Society 
holds its annual youth com-
petition on March 24, starting 
at 9.30am at Lochaber High 
School.

Women’s Day marked in Lochaber
In a special article for the 

Lochaber Times on International 
Women’s Day today – March 8 – 
ANITA MACLEAN of Lochaber 

Women’s Aid in Fort William 
highlights a signi� cant year for 

women’s rights.

HOPEFULLY, you cannot have 
failed to notice that this is a 
significant year for the women’s 
movement and women’s rights 
as 2018 marks 100 years since 
some women in Britain were 
first awarded the vote.

So, as we celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day today, 
we would like to take this 
opportunity to reflect on some 
of the significant achievements 
and advances that have marked 
the women’s rights movement 
throughout Scotland and Brit-
ain.

Initially, a parliamentary vote 
was only awarded to women 
aged over 30 who were property 
owners and university educated. 
We had to wait a further 10 years 
(1928) for all women in Britain 
to gain equal voting rights as 
men (aged 21), and 1929 saw 
the first general election where 
women were allowed to vote. 
This came to be known as the 
‘flapper election’. A reference 
to the style of women’s clothing 
at the time.

In 1931, the Family Planning 
Association was formed. This 
allowed married couples to 
space or limit their family 
numbers.

In 1941, the National Services 
Act was passed. This allowed 

for all unmarried women aged 
20 to 30 to be called up for war 
work during the Second World 
War. The significance of the 
contribution that women made 
to war work is highlighted by 
the fact that the act was later 
extended to include all married 
women up to the age of 43.

Having played such a signif-
icant role throughout the Sec-
ond World War, British women 
began to gain in confidence 
and to campaign for changes in 
family and working conditions. 
The Married Women’s Property 

Act (1964) and the Abortion 
Act (1967) were just two acts 
that were passed in favour of 
giving women more rights for 
themselves.

It is interesting to note that in 
1965 the former USSR declared 
International Women’s Day a 
non-working day in recognition 
of the significant contribution 
made by women to ‘the defence 
of their fatherland during the 
Great Patriotic War, in their 
heroism and selflessness at the 
front and in the rear, and also 
marking the great contribution 

of women to strengthening 
friendship between peoples, 
and the struggle for peace’.

In what is now recognised 
as being the second tranche 
of feminism which addressed 
inequalities and the role of 
women in society, the Equal Pay 
Act (1970) made it illegal to pay 
women lower rates than men for 
the same work.

Then 1979 saw the first wom-
an Prime Minister elected in 
the UK, with 2014 seeing the 
election of a woman as First 
Minister of Scotland.

So, while there have been 
some significant advances 
across social, political and 
economic aspects of life for 
women, it is ironic that 2018 
has commenced with the 
prominence of campaigns such 
as #EqualPayDay in response 
to the revelations that the BBC 
fails to pay its female presenters 
the same as its male presenters.

Why are women paid less? 
They are paid less because they 
are considered to be worth less.

So, while in 2018 we can 
celebrate 100 years of female 
emancipation, we still need 
to consider what we can all do 
to advance gender equality 
further. What can you do to en-
courage and empower women 
and girls?

Maybe you could …
� Tell one other person about 
International Women’s Day.
� Campaign for equality in 
your place of work, school or 
community.
� Select women as spokespeo-
ple and leaders.
� Extend opportunities to 
women first.
� Make an opportunity to 
showcase women’s success.
� Take a junior female worker 
to a meeting.
� Encourage your female 
neighbour to join their local 
community council.
� Check and make sure that 
you’re paying your staff equally 
regardless of gender.
� Have a party to celebrate the 
achievements of the females in 
your family or organisation.

� Challenge your husband, your 
brother, your father to think 
differently. Ask them what 
they can do to advance gender 
equality.

There has never been a better 
time to move forward and 
progress the female agenda 
for equality. Maybe it’s why 
the Scottish Government has 
recently announced a fund to 
encourage more women into 
politics.

History shows us that collec-
tive action and shared respon-
sibility are what make Interna-
tional Women’s Day successful 
and have driven gender equality 
in the past.

Our message on International 
Women’s Day is simple: wherev-
er we live and work, our actions 
matter.

To quote 10-times Wimbledon 
champion Serena Williams: 
‘The success of every woman 
should be the inspiration to 
another. We should raise each 
other up.’

International Women’s Day is 
our day, it’s your day. Do what 
you can to truly make a positive 
difference for women and girls.

To celebrate International 
Women’s Day, we’ve created 
a display which you can see 
at Fort William Library until 
March 12. The display shows 
the development of the women’s 
rights movement and picks 
out some inspirational women 
pioneers. We are hoping that 
our display will give women 
and girls the inspiration to go 
forward and make change.

Glen Spean Brewery launches fi rst range of beer

THE newest addition to Lochaber’s 
food and drink scene officially 
opened for business last week.

Glen Spean Brewery Company 
launched its first beers at Garrison 
West in Fort William last Tuesday 
as guests were treated to a night of 
tastings, music and merriment.

The event gave guests the chance 
to meet the Glen Spean Brewing 
team as well as sampling the first 
batch of beer from the Spean Bridge 
business.

Based in an 18th-century farm 
steading in Spean Bridge, the team of 
three – Ian Peter MacDonald, James 
Leggatt and Lucy Hicks – has spent 

the past six months developing the 
beer, and getting the process, taste 
and consistency to their satisfaction.

Mr MacDonald said: ‘We set up 
the Glen Spean Brewing Company 
to create a beer local to us here. It 
was conceived about a year ago and 
since then we’ve converted the old 
barn at the back of our house in 
Tirindrish.’

The thick stone walls and slate 
roof of the old steading means that 
temperatures are more easily stabi-
lised and has allowed them to add 
an insulated fermentation room for 
even greater control of temperature 
management.

Mr MacDonald continued: 
‘Because it’s an old barn, it’s ideal 
for making beer. Whether in 1820, 

when they were using it to put cattle 
in, they knew that 200 years later 
people would be making beer there, 
I’m not sure!’

The team recruited the help of 
Glasgow-based designer Ewan 
Leckie to help align the brand’s 
identity with the rich history of the 
area.

‘We are particularly proud of the 
beer’s Lochaber provenance and 
we’ve reflected this in our logo and 
label design,’ said Mr MacDonald. 

‘The Highbridge IPA features 
a dramatic photograph of the old 
Highbridge and the white horse 
captured by MacDonnell of Tirin-
drish, from where we now brew 
the beer, and given to the Prince 
at Glenfinnan two days later,’ 

Most of the brewing and fermen-
tation equipment used to make 
the beer at Glen Spean Brewery 
originally began life in Glenfinnan, 
where it was deployed for about 10 
years by the Glenfinnan Brewery.

‘About a year ago we met John 
Fish and he said, “I’m thinking of 
selling the Glenfinnan Brewery”. 
And that’s how the trouble began,’ 
Mr MacDonald added.

‘It was remarkably fortuitous for 
us. We took kit from Glenfinnan, 
did it up, gave it a new lease of life 
and then converted an old building 
to put it in. We really appreciate 
their support.’

The brewery is making cask ale at 
the moment and will be bottling over 
the next month.

Guests enjoy a potted history of the making of Glen Spean Brewery, left, and Ewan Leckie, brand designer, Ian Peter MacDonald (director), Lucy Hicks (director) and James Leggett (brewer and 
director). JP F10 Glen Spean Brew 01/02. Photographs: Abrightside Photography

Pictured from left, Helen Gallon, Deirdre Coull, Eilidh Fraser, Karen MacInnes, and chairwoman  
Christine Donnelly.
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New bus shelter will 
be ‘installed shortly’
VANDALS and stormy weather 
put paid to the temporary bus 
shelter outside Fort William 
Health Centre, it has emerged.

All that remains of the wooden 
structure is the base and there 
have been further complaints 
from elderly residents about 
having to stand in the freezing 
wind, rain and snow.

NHS Highland said its staff 
in Fort William had expressed 
concerns regarding elderly and 
unwell patients having to stand 
in an exposed area to wait for 
a bus, especially given the cur-
rent weather.

‘A buildings management 
meeting was held recently at the 

Fort William Health Centre on 
Thursday February 22, and the 
subject of the bus shelter was 
discussed,’ said a spokesperson.

‘A representative from the 
owner, Bidwells, updated the 
meeting that a new shelter is 
currently under construction by 
Newco, and that a completion 
date would be provided immi-
nently.’

Asked for its update on the 
situation, a spokesperson for 
Bidwells confirmed: ‘The new 
bus shelter is under construction 
and will be installed shortly.

‘The temporary shelter had to 
be removed after it was vandal-
ised and a storm made it unsafe.’

Six Caol and Mallaig council
ward candidates announced
SIX candidates are standing for 
election to fill a vacancy for the 
Caol and Mallaig ward of The 
Highland Council.

The by-election is being held 
following the death of Billy 
Mac Lachlan, who was one of 
three councillors representing 
ward 11. The other ward 
members are councillors Allan 
Henderson (Independent) and 
Ben Thompson (Independent).

The candidates are: Ronald 
Joseph Campbell (Inde-

pendent), Alex MacInnes 
(SNP), Denis Rixson (Scottish 
Liberal Democrats), Catherine 
Margaret Mackinnon (Inde-
pendent), Ian Smith (Conserv-
ative) and Colin ‘Woody’ Wood 
(Independent).

Voting will take place on 
Thursday April 5, with the count 
taking place on Friday April 6.

The latest time to apply for a 
postal vote is 5pm on Monday 
March 19 and the deadline for 
proxy is Monday March 26.

The base is all that remains of the temporary bus shelter.

Fort economy will be 
‘hit’ by parking fees
WITH just a little more than 
three weeks to go until a new 
Highland-wide schedule of car 
parking charges is introduced, 
there is growing concern over its 
potential impact on town centre 
businesses in Fort William.

The charges were approved last 
month when the local authority 
set its new budget, complete with 
a package of savings to close a 
£15 million gap in its finances.

But the measures have been 
slammed as part of a ‘panic 
budget’ created by the same 
people who have been in charge 
while the council has accrued a 
£1 billion deficit.

Drew Purdon, chairman of 
Fort William Retail Associ-
ation, said the plan to target 
car parking and look at closing 
certain public toilets to save 
money is ‘nonsensical’.

Mr Purdon said: ‘This is a panic 
budget without a shadow of a 
doubt. I don’t think these meas-
ures will look the same as the 
ones finally brought into force 
mind you - but by then they will 
have created fear and anxiety, not 
just for the local business com-
munity, but for local residents as 
well.

‘But if these changes do go 
through unchanged, free parking 
in Fort William will be gone 
forever and all because of a £1 
billion overspend by the council, 
the consequences of which will 
now be  inflicted on innocent 
people – it’s as simple as that.’

Gwyn Moses, of the Gallery 
in the Fort in the town’s High 
Street, says the minimum charge 
increase from 20p to £1 will hit 
the town’s economy by stopping 
people making short trips to the 
High Street.

‘And free parking in long-stay 
car parks will disappear over 
the winter period, making it less 
likely that visitors will stop in Fort 
William,’ he added.

‘The free parking permits for 
residents will now cost £40 – this 
seems well in excess of the cost 
of administering the scheme – 
and free car parks in places like 
Mallaig will disappear.

‘I feel a lot of these increased 
charges and new fees are exces-
sive and will deter visitors and 
especially locals from using the 
High Street, and will therefore be 
damaging to the local economy.’

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan SNP councillor Blair Allan 
agreed and said an ill-thought-
through charging structure is 
being imposed while local views 
are ignored.

‘This is not acceptable,’ he 
said this week. ‘The fee-charg-
ing structure is completely un-
balanced. I call on the council 

to take a little longer to think 
properly about these charges, 
and to consult local elected 
members.

‘The charges are set to give visi-
tors cheap access to our facilities 
at the expense of local people, 
who are having their historic free 
access to parking in the town 
removed.

‘The council needs to consider 
charging for its car parks outwith 
Fort William too. At the moment, 
the proposals focus entirely on 
Fort William. The council needs 
to get its act together on this, and 
quickly.’

Currently, Fort William is one 
of only four Highland towns out-
side of Inverness which charges 
for parking – the others being 
Aviemore, Fort Augustus and 
Portree.

However, Lochaber lead 
councilor Andrew Baxter, cur-
rent chairman of the council’s 
people committee, believes there 

may be room for some manoeuvre 
by local councillors next month.

‘I have made it clear that 
Lochaber councillors will not sit 
by and allow car parking charges 
to go up here, while places like 
Nairn and Dingwall have been 
getting away with it,’ he said.

‘There is completely free park-
ing in Nairn, Wick, Invergordon, 
Thurso and Dingwall, which Fort 
William has been subsidising to 
the tune of £300,000, and it is 
completely unfair.’

And Mr Baxter revealed that 
a meeting this week had seen an 
agreement that might allow a 
possibly better schedule of fees 
to be looked at by next month’s 
meeting of Lochaber Area Com-
mittee.

‘It might perhaps be possible, 
for example, to include an 
element of free parking in Fort 
William town centre, even if 
just for 15-minute or half-hour 
periods,’ he said.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

THE Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
says it is happy with its response to the 
blaze which gutted two homes in the tiny 
lochside village of Ardgour last Thursday.

Four appliances rushed to the scene, 
including two from Fort William, after 
the alarm was raised at 1.41pm.

There were no casualties, but the two 
properties sustained severe structural 
damage, with one almost being razed to 
the ground by the flames.

There had been some comments locally 
about the length of time it took fire crews 
from Fort William to reach the burning 
houses.

However, a spokesman for the SFRS 
told the Lochaber Times that senior 
officers were ‘happy’ with the response 
of all the crews involved.

There had also been reports that one 
fire engine from Fort William was re-
called before it reached Ardgour only to 
be sent back to the incident.

The fire crews from Fort William 
have to take their appliances across to 
Ardgour using the Corran ferry.

However, the SFRS says this was  
probably referring to the appliance that 
returned to the properties later that day 
following reports of further steam or 
smoke being spotted.

A further report that low water pres-

sure at the scene had forced fire crews 
to use water from the loch, resulting in 
seaweed blocking hoses, also appears 
incorrect, with the SFRS spokesman 
saying: ‘There were no issues reported. 
Each appliance carried a full tank of 

water if needed but there was no problem 
with water pressure reported.’

There has also been an outpouring of 
praise for the way the local community 
has rallied round to support the two sets 
of householders involved.

Fire service is happy with its blaze response

Fire� ghters tackle last week’s blaze which gutted two homes in the village of 
Ardgour. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Deliveries cost more to the ‘Isle of Oban’

COMPANIES are declaring 
Oban is an island and then 
charging extra to deliver goods, 
MPs heard at an inquiry into 
online delivery charges for the 
Highlands and Islands.

The Scottish Affairs Commit-
tee is investigating why a million 
Scots are ‘subject to higher fees, 
longer delivery times or even 
refusal of service’.

Nina Ballantyne, the Citizens 
Advice Bureau’s programme 
and postal policy team manag-
er, told MPs: ‘There are cases 
where we see folk declaring 
Oban is definitely an island 
and they are getting charged 
more. It is definitely not an is-
land. They are getting charged 
an island price.’

A report found businesses and 
people living in the Hebrides 
can face a 500 per cent mark-up 
and can wait up to 35 extra days 
for delivery, making it hard for 
rural businesses to compete.

David MacKenzie, manager 
of Highland Council Trading 
Standards, asked MPs: ‘Is this 
affecting the quality of life in 
the Highlands? Yes, definitely. 

This affects small businesses 
too. They are the lifeblood of 
the economy.

‘Most of the complaints we 
get now are about SMEs [small- 
and medium-sized enterprises] 
who are not in a position to 
negotiate a very good deal. It is 
take it or leave it.

‘We are not talking about 
huge amounts of money each 
time, but if you are on a low 
income it can be significant 
and the cumulative effect of 
this can be significant.

‘If people shop around, they 
may find lower surcharges, 
because there does not seem 
to be any rhyme nor reason. It 
is very difficult for even savvy, 
aware consumers to avoid 
these charges.’

‘This does seem to be a 
postcode lottery,’ the commit-
tee’s chairman, Pete Wishart 
MP, said. ‘The surcharges are 
particularly haphazard and 
indiscriminate. There does 
not seem to be any logic or 
pattern.’

Mr MacKenzie said: ‘Kyle of 
Lochalsh is IV40. It is quite re-
mote but it is the mainland. Then 
there is the isle of Raasay which 
is very remote, and that is IV40 

as well. It seems to us a review 
of postcodes to take account of 
21st century e-commerce would 
contribute to this.’

Asked why surcharges are ap-
plied, Ms Ballantyne explained 
many companies drew a cut-off 
point north of the Highland 
boundary, ‘more or less where 
the motorways stop’. She added: 
‘On average, people are asked 
to pay at least 30 per cent more. 
That can rise up to 50 per cent 
for island addresses.

‘The logistics industry in the 
UK is headquartered in the East 
Midlands. The extra miles mean 
extra fuel costs, extra staff costs 
and, if their return leg is empty, 
there is a double cost.’

Lindsey Fussell, consumer 
group director at Ofcom, also 
explained: ‘With the exception 
of the Royal Mail, which charges 
a uniform price wherever in the 
UK, all the other parcel opera-
tors negotiate individual con-
tracts with individual retailers.

‘Different retailers will then 
take a view as to whether they 
pass that surcharge to the 
consumer, whether they absorb 
it, or whether they charge the 
consumer more in certain 
areas, regardless of whether or 

not they are paying a surcharge 
to the operators.

‘That is why it feels inconsist-
ent, because the actual price is 
not determined on a piece by 
piece basis. It is part of these 
large bulk contracts that are 
signed.’

Mr Wishart reflected: ‘There 
do not seem to be many people 
exercising their rights.’

Mr MacKenzie said: ‘There 
are lots of laws that cover this 
situation. Misleading actions, 
you know: false claims of free 
delivery, free mainland deliv-
ery. If someone is offering that 
and they are not really, that is 
against the law.

‘There is the concept of 
misleading omissions, which is 
about missing out important 
information. That is prohibited 
now. There is even a require-
ment that if there are delivery 
restrictions, say a refusal to 
deliver to the islands, then that is 
to be indicated at the start of the 
buying process.’

The law does not need tight-
ened, he added, but ‘regulations 
have to be enforced’. He con-
cluded: ‘A handful of officers in 
the north of Scotland cannot do 
this for the whole of the country.’

College 
is one of 
the best in 
Scotland
FOR THE fifth successive year, 
West Highland College UHI 
has been confirmed as one of 
Scotland’s highest performing 
colleges.

Statistics released by the Scot-
tish Funding Council this week 
revealed that the success rate 
for further education students at 
the college in 2016/17 is 70.5 per 
cent, which is 5.2 per cent above 
the national average.

In addition, 89 per cent of 
part-time students successfully 
completed their studies, which 
is eight per cent above the sector 
average.

Lydia Rohmer, principal and 
chief executive at the college, 
commented: ‘I am very proud 
of all of our students’ achieve-
ments, with many gaining highly 
valuable industry recognised 
awards in addition to their qual-
ifications.’

The figures also showed that 
88 per cent of full-time students 
in the past year gained employ-
ment or progressed into further 
and higher education.

‘For us, this demonstrates our 
commitment to support every 
single learner across our 10 
college centres to pursue and 
realise their ambitions,’ Mrs 
Rohmer said.

‘I am equally proud of each 
member of staff in all their 
various positions throughout the 
college who turn these aspira-
tions into reality for so many of 
our learners.’

Fort William businessman Gwyn Moses is worried the new parking charges will hamper business on 
the town’s High Street. IF F10 GWYN MOSES 03. Picture: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image
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• Any colour you want – bring 
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy effi cient • Warm, 
Comfortable, Stylish and Effi cent

• Any colour you want Any colour you want – bring 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for 
your home your way

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

TIMESLINE

Council plans 
supplier event 

Isles MP publishes 
refugees’ Bill

MSP welcomes NHS 
funding boost

Council meets 
digital targets

A SUPPLIER event will allow West-
ern Isles Council and Hebridean 
Housing Partnership to engage 
with the local construction sup-
ply chain to provide more infor-
mation about the investment in 
new a� ordable housing planned 
through the Strategic Housing 
Investment Plan.

The Integrated Joint Board, 
Hebridean Housing Partnership 
and the council are to embark 
on a major partnership project 
which will include the construc-
tion of a 52-bed care home and 
62 a� ordable houses in Goathill, 
Stornoway. 

The next stage of the process 
is to determine the procurement 
strategy for the construction 
works.

The event is today (Thursday 
March 8) at  10am at the  Caladh 
Inn, James Street, Stornoway.

NHS Western Isles is to receive 
an extra £2.3 million from the 
Scottish Government this year.

Welcoming the decision, 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Dr 
Alasdair Allan   said: ‘Investing 
an extra £2.3 million in the 
coming year into NHS Western 
Isles will be a welcome boost 
for our communities, support-
ing frontline health care in the 
islands and helping us meet 
new demands and pressures 
across primary, community 
and social care, as well as in 
mental health.’

WESTERN Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil has said his 
Private Member’s Bill on the 
treatment of refugees is a 
‘humanitarian issue, not a party 
political one’.

His comments came as his refu-
gee family reunion bill was pub-
lished last week at Westminster, 
addressing several issues about 
the UK’s refugee policies. It seeks 
to give refugee children the right 
to be reunited with their parents. 

Under current reunion rules, 
children cannot sponsor their 
parents to come to the UK, thus 
leaving them alone here.

MEMBERS of Comhairle nan Ei-
lean Siar’s education, sport and 
children’s services committee 
were informed last week of 
how the council is meeting its 
obligations as outlined in the 
Scottish Government’s Learn-
ing and Teaching Strategy.

Glenelg climber sets ‘astonishing’ new record for winter Cuillins traverse

SKYE climber Uisdean Hawthorn has set what 
is considered to be a speed record for a winter 
Cuillin traverse.

On Monday February 26, the 24-year-old 
from Glenelg set a record for a winter traverse 
of the island’s famous Cuillin ridge, with a time 
of 4:57:07 – knocking more than an hour and a 
quarter off the previous quickest ascent.

A traverse of the Black Cuillin mountains 
on Skye is widely accepted as Britain’s finest 
mountaineering challenge. Some 12 kilometers 
in length and crossing more than 30 summits 
including 11 Munros, the traverse is of a scale 
to rival many of the most arduous routes in the 
Alps and a one-day ascent in summer is seen as 
a stern test for the most dedicated mountaineers 
only.

Hawthorn’s effort appears to have smashed the 
previous winter Cuillins record, set by Lochaber 
runner Finlay Wild and Tim Gomersall in Feb-
ruary 2013, who made a traverse in six hours, 
14 minutes and 17 seconds, which was recorded 
by the Scottish Hill Runners Club as the first 
‘official’ record.

Interestingly, just a day after Wild and Gomer-
sall’s 2013 ascent, unaware of the pair’s record, 
Uisdean Hawthorn had made his own traverse 
in a rapid eight hours. That ascent proved val-
uable experience for his record-breaking effort 
last week.

‘It helped having done it before,’ said Haw-
thorn. ‘But last time I had to break trail for long 
sections and find the correct way. It felt like a 
big adventure, unsure if I could even solo all of 

it. This time the route finding was obvious with 
nice firm snow all the way along the crest it just 
felt like going for a run in the hills.’

In an effort that the record keepers Scottish Hill 
Runners described as ‘astonishing’, Hawthorn 
traversed from the summit of Sgurr nan Gillean 
to Gars Bheinn in a time of 4:57:07 breaking 
Wild and Gomersall’s record by over an hour 
and 17 minutes. It was a time that even shocked 
Hawthorn himself.

‘I thought a time of seven hours would be 

good and maybe closer to six could be possible 
if everything went absolutely perfectly. Before I 
set off I didn’t think it was possible to do a winter 
traverse under five, so yes I was very surprised,’ 
he said.

While the morning of the climb, Monday Feb-
ruary 26, started cold and windy, with Hawthorn 
keeping his down jacket on for the first 30 min-
utes as he ran, the low temperature and largely 
overcast conditions kept the snow hard and 
crisp, which was crucial for such a fast ascent.

Hawthorn, who is much better known as a high 
standard technical mountaineer than a runner, 
found the technical difficulties of the route ‘very 
straightforward’ but said the middle section, 
traversing Sgùrr a’ Mhadaidh, involved a few 
abseils.

Hawthorn described the challenge of the 
winter traverse as ‘just 100 per cent great fun’. 
He said: ‘You have to be fit but also be confi-
dent moving over easy ground – something that 
only comes with climbing outside, not training 
indoors. I feel this is where a lot of people go 
wrong these days.’

Winter ascents are much rarer than summer, 
with most parties taking two or three days to 
complete the route. As a result, there are few 
records of speed ascents during winter.

Having made his breakthrough, Hawthorn 
believes faster times are very possible.

He explained: ‘I hope it encourages others to 
get out and enjoy the winter climbing on Skye, 
be that a traverse or other great ice and mixed 
routes. However, I am really happy personally as 
I was over three hours faster than last time so it’s 
nice to see some big improvements in my own 
fitness.’

At the finish, Hawthorn was too tired to feel 
much emotion and said he ate what food he had  
left, put his jacket on and took in the spectacular 
view back across the Cuillin ridge and across the 
water to the hills above his house in Glenelg.

And how did he celebrate?
‘I hadn’t even thought of that,’ confesses 

Hawthorn. ‘I came home, had dinner and lay in 
front of the fire playing with the dog. I do this 
after most big days in the hills – successful or 
unsuccessful.’

Uisdean Hawthorn on the Cuillin ridge. Photograph: Adam Russell
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Skye hotspots get cash windfall
SOME of Skye’s most famous 
tourist spots are being given 
support to help them prepare for 
the tourist season, courtesy of a 
Scottish Government fund.

Tourism Secretary Fiona 
Hyslop revealed last week that 
two pilot projects on the island 
are being awarded a total of 
£400,000 towards the completion 
of urgent works.

A sum of £100,000 from the 
Rural Tourism Infrastructure 
Fund will improve car parking 
facilities at Neist Point, while 
£300,000 will open the next phase 
of the Fairy Pools development, 
including the creation of visitor 
and toilet facilities.

These grants are in addition to 
the £300,000 of public funding 
announced by the Highland 
Council on Monday for road and 
parking improvements at both 
the Fairy Pools and the Quiraing 
hiking destination.

Skye MSP Kate Forbes wel-
comed the ‘superb’ investment, 
saying it will help improve tour-
ism infrastructure at some of the 
island’s busiest attractions.

She said: ‘Hot on the heels 
of the announcement earlier 
this week about funding for the 
Fairy Pools and the Quiraing, I 
am delighted that there will also 
be additional funding for Neist 
Point and to develop the Fairy 
Pools even further.

‘The First Minister’s announce-
ment of the Rural Tourism 

Infrastructure Fund came after a 
very busy tourist season on Skye, 
when many local people raised 
their concerns with me about the 
pressures on parking, toilets and 
roads.’

Last year Ms Forbes led two 
tourism summits with local 
businesses, community groups 
and tourism organisations, which 
looked at tourism-related prob-
lems and solutions.

‘It is important that progress on 
infrastructure is made in advance 
of the tourist season, and that is 
why I am so pleased that we’ve 
had several announcements this 
week of additional funding for 
the key hot spots on Skye,’ she 
added.

‘These three areas were all sub-
jected to a rapid growth in visitor 

numbers and it’s important that 
the infrastructure is ready for the 
continuing demand this year.’

Plans for a £6 million Rural 
Tourism Infrastructure Fund 
were announced last autumn to 
address notable rises in visitor 
numbers experienced by some of 
the most popular destinations in 
the Scottish countryside.

Ms Hyslop said: ‘The tourism 
boom is great news for rural 
Scotland, bringing jobs and 
investment to communities. Yet 
we are also seeing pressures on 
services, facilities and transport, 
which is why we are taking action.

‘These pilots will quickly deliver 
benefits and help us finalise the 
way the scheme operates, before 
it opens up soon to more applica-
tions from around the country.

‘I’m determined that we strike 
the right balance between sus-
tainably growing tourism with 
carefully managing our iconic 
and world-leading destinations 
so visitors can continue to enjoy 
them for generations to come.’

Administered by VisitScotland, 
the fund will be open from 
April for applications from local 
authorities on behalf of their 
communities. Infrastructure 
improvements – including park-
ing, camping, visitor facilities 
and recycling points – will be 
supported.

Malcolm Roughead, chief ex-
ecutive of VisitScotland, added: 
‘Scotland’s reputation as a quality 
destination relies on continued 
investment and innovation to 
ensure current provision meets 

future demand. Scotland’s nat-
ural beauty and rural heritage 
continue to be an irresistible 
draw for visitors from across 
world and VisitScotland is com-
mitted to working closely with 
partners to identify appropriate 
infrastructure requirements to 
help improve the quality of the 
visitor experience.’

Skye councillor John Finlayson 
said that the investment will pro-
vide a ‘significant improvement’ 
to the visitor experience.

‘Skye is an increasingly pop-
ular and unique island and it is 
important we meet the needs of 
the increasing number of tourists 
who come here, while at the same 
time also supporting the day to 
day lifestyles of our residents,’ he 
said.

First female principal is appointed for Sabhal Mòr Ostaig
DR GILLIAN ROTHACH has 
been named as the new principal 
of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, making 
her the first female to hold the 
post.

Dr Rothach is currently deputy 
director of studies and head of 
research at the college, and it 
was under her direction that the 
institution achieved success in its 
submission to the Research Ex-
cellence Framework, with many 

areas of its research being classed 
as world-leading.

‘We are delighted to offer this 
important role to Gillian,’ said 
Angus MacLeod, chairman of 
the board of directors.

‘We were seeking in a new prin-
cipal someone with vision, enthu-
siasm and a wealth of knowledge, 
and we have recognised all of 
these qualities in Gillian. Her 
genuine commitment to the col-

lege and to Gaelic means that she 
will be able to continue the excel-
lent work of her predecessors.’

Fluent in Gaelic and Scots, Dr 
Rothach, who grew up in the 
north-east, has always had an 
empathy with and interest in lan-
guage and its impact on culture 
and society. She has a master’s 
degree in Celtic studies and a 
PhD in Scottish ethnology and 
social anthropology, equipping 

her with a suitable breadth of 
knowledge to lead the National 
Centre for Gaelic language and 
culture.

‘It was through Sir Iain Noble 
that I first came to the Isle of 
Skye,’ said Dr Rothach. ‘I was to-
tally in awe of this visionary man 
and all the ambition he had for 
Gaelic. That is why we have such 
a strong, capable and committed 
team at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. We 

are all committed to that same 
aim - of strengthening Gaelic 
in every area and place. I have 
total respect for the value of the 
history and culture of the Gaels. 
I view it as a real honour to have 
been involved in Gaelic language 
development since 1984.’

Dr Rothach lives in Skye with 
her two children, who are also 
fluent Gaelic speakers. She will 
begin in post mid-August 2018. Dr Gillian Rothach.

Raasay ferry retires from CalMac duties
ONE of ferry operator Cal-
Mac’s longest-serving vessels 
is retiring from West Coast 
service.

The MV Raasay served the 
Sconser to Raasay route for 21 
years from her launch in 1976 
until increased traffic from the 
island made her unsuitable. 
She then became one of the 
fleet’s relief vessels until being 
put back into regular service in 
2003 as the winter ferry serving 
Kilchoan to Tobermory.

She was the last of eight ‘Is-
land’ class ferries launched and 
is capable of carrying six cars 
and up to 75 passengers.

Island class vessels trans-
formed services for CalMac. 
They opened up a new route to 
Arran, two additional routes to 
Mull and provided a safe and re-
liable link from Skye to Raasay. 
Being virtually interchangeable, 

they greatly increased the flexi-
bility of the fleet.

Jonathan Davies, CalMac’s 
small vessel technical superin-
tendent, said: ‘The Raasay has 

been an excellent servant over 
the years and it is always sad to 
see a vessel with so much history 
with the company moving on.

‘Her excellent sea-keeping 

properties meant that in her 
many years serving on the 
Raasay route, she rarely missed 
a service.

‘I firmly believe she is the iconic 
CalMac ferry and an era is com-
ing to an end with the Raasay no 
longer in our fleet. I wish her and 
her new owners well and long 
may she continue to provide safe 
passage on our seas.’

CalMac operates a fleet of 33 
vessels serving 27 island and 
remote mainland communities 
across the West Coast. They are 
the UK’s largest ferry company 
last year carrying more than 5.3 
million passengers and nearly 
1.3 million vehicles.

MV Raasay has now been 
handed back to owner Cale-
donian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) who are expected to 
announce a buyer for the vessel 
shortly.

French Foreign Legion 
medal for Mull soldier
A MULL soldier has been 
awarded a gold medal of honour 
for 20 years’ service to the 
French Foreign Legion.

Colonel Ken Walker, 88, from 
Tobermory, who also served in 
the RAF and the 4th Battalion 
East Lancashire Regiment in 
the Territorial Army, received 
La Medaille d’Honneur de 
l’Amicale de Forbach Echelon 
OR.

‘I have been a legionnaire for 
more than two decades and a 
member with 10th Parachute 
Regiment, USA, and 6th Par-

achute Regiment, Germany,’ 
Colonel Walker said. The regi-
ments are attached to the French 
Foreign Legion, which Colonel 
Walker has been supporting.

He was unable to make the 
medal ceremony in the French 
Foreign Legion’s veterans annu-
al meeting in Forbach, where it 
was to be awarded by the Mayor 
of Épinal.

The medal was posted to 
Mull, where it was presented by 
Staff Sergeant Philippe Rigal, 
formerly of the 35th Parachute 
Artillery Regiment.

Colonel Ken Walker, left, receives his medal from Sta�  Sergeant 
Philippe Rigal.

Gordon Law, left, and Stuart Craig of the Clyde River Steamer Club 
joined CalMac’s Jonathan Davies for a last look around the vessel. 
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Lochaber canines head 
for glory at top dog show
THERE is a strong Lochaber 
presence at the world’s most 
famous dog show, Crufts, this 
week, with a number of local 
dogs and their owners making 
the long trip south to Birming-
ham’s NEC.

Among them will be Glen-
coe’s Ann Winning, with her 
King Charles spaniel Rowan. 
Ann is travelling as a reserve in 
the Scottish team for the Inter 
Regional Rally competition.

Assistant team manager, for a 
second year, is Sarah Holroyd, 
from Ballachulish, who repeats 
her managerial role from 2017.

Sarah says the Scottish team 
has been training hard over 
the winter and she is looking 
forward to the competitions in 
Birmingham.

‘I am accompanying the 
team as assistant manager for 
the second year.  I loved the 
experience last year.  Crufts 
is something every dog owner 
should experience,’ she told the 
Lochaber Times this week.

‘Rally’ is the latest dog sport 
to be recognised by the Kennel 
Club. Sarah says it is fun and 
no matter what level you and 
your dog may be, it’s easy to get 
involved and start training and 
competing.

Sarah explained: ‘Rally 
involves you and your dog 
working as a team to navigate 
a course with numbered signs 
indicating different exercises 
to perform. Think of it as a 
sort of obedience exercise ob-
stacle course, including simple 
exercises.’

Other members of the Lo-
chaber and District Canine 
Society, of which Sarah is the 

current acting secretary, flying 
the flag for the region at Crufts 
this year include chairperson, 
Sharon Donald, from Roy 
Bridge, and Jackie MacDonald 
from North Ballachulish.

Sharon will be showing 
Bonnie-Locheil, a  nine-year-
old blue Border collie, bred 
locally by Heather Turner. She 
is competing at Crufts for the 
eighth time.

She has had second and third 
placings in previous years and 
will be competing in the veter-
an class this year for dogs aged  
over seven years.

Jackie will be showing her 
Border collies, Suri-Locheil 
Just Cruisin and Myley-Locheil 
Love Heart.

Suri is now eight years old 
and has attended Crufts every 
year since starting in the show 

ring at the tender age of six 
months.

She has won first, second, 
fourth and fifth places previ-
ously and is now qualified to 
attend Crufts for life.

Myley, co-owned with Heath-
er Turner, will be at Crufts for 
the first time.

Also heading south from 
Lochaber this week are Norma 
MacDonald, of Roy Bridge, 
and Audrey MacDonald, from 
Arisaig. 

Norma is showing Gaulsbay 
Lady in Red - Flame - a choc-
olate and white Border collie - 
while Audrey is showing three 
Jack Russell Terriers and one 
Border collie. 

Jillian Bruce, from Fort 
William, will also be among 
the local competitors with her 
Tibetan spaniel.

Sharon says attending Crufts 
for the owners whose dogs have 
qualified is the pinnacle of the 
dog show calendar.

‘It is always an absolutely 
fantastic event. It is the biggest, 
most prestigious show, with the 
most dogs. It is very special to 
go and be part of it all,’ she said 
this week.

‘And Lochaber will be very 
well represented again with 
Border Collies, Jack Russells, 
Tibetan and Cavalier Spaniels 
and Welsh Terriers.’

Jackie MacDonald and her two Border collies will be taking on the world’s best at Crufts this 
week. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Sentence 
deferred on 
man, 58, 
who swore 
at boy

Fort man 
fined and 
placed on 
supervision 
order

A FORT William man who swore 
at an 11-year-old while the boy 
was pushing his bike through the 
town’s underpass, was ordered 
to be of good behaviour when he 
appeared in court last week.

Martin Matthews, 58, of Camp-
bell Court, had already pleaded 
guilty at an earlier appearance 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
that shortly after 10am on April 
30 last year he had behaved in a 
threatening or abusive manner 
likely to cause a reasonable per-
son fear or alarm by shouting and 
swearing at the boy.

The underpass links the town’s 
Middle Street and MacFarlane 
Way and the youngster had got 
off his bike as he made his way 
through it.

Procurator Fiscal Robert Weir 
told the court that Matthews, 
who was also in the underpass, 
had shouted and sworn at the boy 
for no reason and the incident 
was subsequently reported to the 
police.

Defence agent Hamish Melrose 
said his client, who lives on his 
own, had spent one night in cus-
tody as a result of the incident.

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald told 
Matthews it would have been an 
unpleasant matter for the boy.

Sentencing Matthews, she told 
him: ‘I will defer sentence for six 
months and if you are of good be-
haviour during that period, when 
you come back to court, you may 
be treated leniently.’

A FORT William man was 
fined £160, ordered to do 
120 hours of unpaid work in 
the community and placed 
on a supervision order for 18 
months when he appeared at 
the town’s sheriff court last 
week.

John MacGillivray, 27, of 
Upper Achintore, had pleaded 
guilty to various offences 
committed in June, July, 
August and September last 
year.

These comprised behaving 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner by engaging in a fight 
with another man and behaving 
aggressively on June 4 in 
Lochaber Road, Fort William; 
stealing £60 after finding the 
cash at Grange Stores, Grange 
Road, Fort William, on June 
9 and making no attempt to 
trace the owner; possession 
of cannabis while on bail on 
August 16 in High Street, 
Fort William;  behaving in a 
threatening manner in a police 
vehicle in Fort William on 
September 24 and breaching 
bail conditions.

Defence agent Gerard 
Sweeney told the court there 
was no doubt his client was ‘on 
the cusp’ of being sent to jail.

‘He’s certainly done enough 
offending in a relatively short 
period but I am hoping you 
will see your way to giving him 
another chance,’ Mr Sweeney 
told Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald.

As well as ordering him to 
perform 120 hours of unpaid 
work in the community and 
placing him on the 18-month 
supervision order - during 
which time he is banned from 
entering Shaw Place in Fort 
William - Sheriff MacDonald 
also fined MacGillivray £80 
for the theft of the £60 and £80 
for the possession of cannabis 
charge.

For the breach of bail, 
MacGillivray was admonished 
as he had already spent time in 
custody.

And Sheriff MacDonald 
warned him: ‘This is a direct 
alternative to custody. Breach 
any of these and you will go to 
jail.’

A SHERIFF described two 
drivers who got into a ‘road 
rage’ incident on the Glenfin-
nan to Kinlocheil stretch of the 
A830 road as ‘two grown men 
acting like children’ when one 
of them appeared in court last 
week.

Bartlomiej Nosowicz, who 
was living in Morar at the time 
of the incident on July 8 last 
year, but is now resident in 
Edinburgh, appeared at Fort 
William Sheriff Court and 
pleaded guilty to behaving in a 
threatening or abusive manner, 
following another vehicle and 
driving too close, overtaking 
and then stopping his vehicle in 
the road, exiting the vehicle and 
acting in an aggressive manner 
and spitting on the ground.

Procurator Fiscal Robert Weir 
said the altercation between 
Nosowicz, 31, and the driver of 
the other car happened shortly 
after 9.15am on the day in 
question.

A father of two, Nosowicz was 

travelling east in an Audi. The 
other car involved was a VW 
Passat driven by a man with a 
female passenger.

‘It is clear there was some 
altercation and disagreement 
between the two drivers,’ 
explained Mr Weir. ‘However, 
there is no suggestion of exces-
sive speed being involved, with 
both vehicles travelling about 
60mph.’

Mr Weir told the court after 
the Audi and the Passat had 
overtaken a slower moving third 
vehicle in front of them, the 
Audi had eventually stopped 
in the road ahead of the Passat, 
causing the Passat to stop and 
both drivers got out.

Mr Weir said, to be fair to 
the accused, the sheriff should 
know the driver of the Passat 
had taken hold of the offside 
wing mirror of Nosowicz’s Audi 
and threatened to break it.

Mr Weir added: ‘Witnesses 
say the accused was being 
aggressive and then spat on the 

ground.’ Both men got back into 
their vehicles and headed to the 
police station in Fort William 
where Nosowicz was charged 
with a road traffic offence and 
assault.

Defence agent Stephen Ken-
nedy said his client was a single 
man, currently between jobs. 
He normally works as vehicle 
body shop worker.

Mr Kennedy said his client had 
told him the Passat had come up 
behind his car very fast and then 
sat on his tail for some distance 
before overtaking.

‘When Mr Nosowicz looked 
across,’ said Mr Kennedy, 
‘he saw a man and a woman, 
possibly in their early 20s, at 
which point the Passat’s driver 
pointed his finger in the air and 
made a gesture.

‘Mr Nosowicz reacted and did 
the same and then followed the 
Passat,’ added Mr Kennedy.

Nosowicz then overtook the 
Passat and stopped further 
along the road, with the other 

car also stopping on what Mr 
Kennedy described as a stretch 
of the road with no other vehi-
cles on it.

Mr Kennedy continued: 
‘There was a verbal confronta-
tion and Mr Nosowicz said he 
was going to report the matter 
to police. The other driver 
threatened to make trouble for 
Mr Nosowicz and in effect what 
followed was a race to the police 
station.

‘When Mr Nosowicz got to 
police station, officers were 
already taking statements from 
the occupants of the other car.’

Mr Kennedy added that the 
incident was essentially a case 
of ‘road rage’, at which point 
Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald 
pointed out there was no specif-
ic offence of road rage.

However, in fining Nosowicz 
£540, Sheriff MacDonald told 
him: ‘What I have heard is two 
grown men acting like children, 
but you are the one who ended 
up getting charged.’

Sheriff describes ‘road rage’ pair as 
‘two grown men acting like children

HIGHLAND Council says 
work is progressing well on 
repairs following the landslip 
on the Knoydart Peninsula last 
autumn, with every effort being 
made to get the affected section 
of single-track road open to 
traffic for the Easter weekend.

After the failure, immediate 
steps were taken to re-establish 
pedestrian and quad bike access 
and this has been maintained 
throughout the work.  

Early action was also taken 
to re-instate the power lines 
that were severed during the 
landslip.

Rock faces have been sta-
bilised, the slope has been 
excavated and foundations pre-
pared at the top of the slope to 
allow the reconstruction of the 
embankment and reinstatement 
of the road.

The route is a lifeline road for 
the communities beyond the slip 
which include Airor, Doune and 
Sandaig and the local authority 
says there has been close liaison 
between it and the community, 
and every effort has been taken 
to minimise the disruption 
caused by this loss of essential 
road.

Chairman of the environment, 
development and infrastruc-

Progress made on repairs 
to Knoydart peninsula

Work is progressing to repair the damage caused by the landslide 
last year.

A LOCHABER woman who 
held one of her children’s heads 
under bath water after she had 
whispered to her mother she 
was going to drown the young-
ster, has been admonished.

The woman, who is in her 
30s and cannot be named for 
legal reasons, had originally 

appeared in court in June, when 
she admitted committing the 
offence on May 24 last year, 
and had sentencing deferred for 
three months for a supplement-
ed community justice and social 
work report and advice from the 
children’s panel.

She then appeared before 

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald at 
Fort William Sheriff Court in 
September and had her sen-
tence deferred for a further six 
months.

The case was called again last 
week before Sheriff MacDonald 
who said the woman was now 
admonished.

‘Bath water’ woman admonished

ture committee Councillor 
Allan Henderson thanked the 
community for its patience and 
understanding.

‘Anyone who has visited the 
site or seen the photos taken at 
the time showing the damage 
the landslip caused will be 
fully aware of the physical 
constraints the team has had to 
deal with as the road is on a very 
steep hillside with a sheer drop 
below,’ he said. ‘We knew from 
the start there would be specific 
challenges to carry out the nec-

essary survey work safely, find 
the best engineering solution 
and get materials to site.

‘Working over the winter 
months has not been easy but by 
Easter we hope to re-open the 
road with only minor works left 
to complete. 

Everyone is really working 
hard and the local community 
has been very understanding 
and appreciative of the High-
land Council so over the next 
few weeks the push is on to get 
the work finished.’ Tuesday, March 20th 2018 at 7.30pm

CORRAN HALLS, OBAN

OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
BRASS TRACKS
DOHNANTI TRIO
The concert will also include three 
short pieces by Norman Nicholson:
Two Fugues for Bass Quintet
The Cathie Collection of Scottish Airs
Saint Columba of Iona (extract)

OBAN 
 SYMPHONY

FIRST PERFORMANCE

By NORMAN 
NICHOLSON

Tickets £10.00 
Concessions £8.00 

from Corran Halls
All seats reserved
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RETRO
Roamer
More memory lane items from the 
Roamer columns of 30 years ago

Mallaig

Arisaig

 The BA bingo minibus was doing its rounds in 
the pouring rain the other night, with a collection of 
‘house guests’ on board. They were en route for the 
BA Club when the driver stopped at Claggan road end 
after seeing a woman waiting at the bus stop there. ‘Do 
you want a lift to the bingo’? he enquired. To which he 
received the unexpected response: ‘No thank you, I’m 
going to church.’
 Some Scottish sporting words from Skeesh while 
at work. He was in discussion in the dining car about 
the respective merits of some sports. ‘Cricket,’ said a 
passenger from south of the border. ‘What’s that?’, 
Skeesh queried – facetiously. Came the reply: ‘A game 
for gentlemen.’ Our local hero countered with ‘shin-
ty’! The Englishman looked puzzled. ‘What’s that’? he 
echoed. ‘A game for men!’ cried Skeesh, with relish.
 Meanwhile, at Fort William station booking office, 
this little cameo was being acted out. Towrists from 
south of the border asked: ‘How much is the day 
return to Morar’? Alison, having advised the cost of 
the fare, went on ‘Would you like to go today’? While 
consulting his wife, husband notices notices which are 
advertising Mallaig and Morar Highland Games. Says 
he to Alison: ‘I see the local games are on Monday. 
That’ll be a nice day out. Can we please have two 
day returns?' Alison: ‘To Morar’? Towrist: ‘No, on 
Monday.’ Collapse of Alison and the wife in helpless 
laughter. Perhaps the lady was Scottish but, at any rate, 
she explained it all to her husband.
 Runabout tickets are being issued for the Sunday 
steam excursions to Mallaig and passengers can now 
board the train at Loch Eil Outward Bound Station 
after undergoing intensive courses there! They will 
need to equip themselves for the assault on the catwalk, 
buffers and fence to get through Mallaig Station – and 
into Seagull City.
 North east Highland League clubs have welcomed 
the initiative by Fort William FC in addressing the con-
tinuing problem of wasted road journeys to Claggan 
Park, which result in postponements because of rain or 
frost. Fort has announced plans to provide overnight 
hotel accommodation to allow match referees to 
make early pitch inspections. Meanwhile, many of the 
far north and east coast outfits have been constantly 
campaigning for their away games at Claggan to be 
scheduled for the start – or end – of the season when 
the weather is more reliable.
 Spare a thought for a local home help. We’ll call 
her May. As you’ll be aware, there’s a stipulation that 
home helps have to wear rubber gloves when going 
about certain duties. Anyhow, May, when off-duty, 
had a go at the tombola  in the St John’s/St Anne’s Su-
per Sale in Caol Community Centre. There was a huge 
array of prizes – bottles of whisky, smoked salmon, 
meat vouchers and cuddly toys. May gets a winning 
ticket. And receives....two pairs of rubber gloves! ‘I’m 
thinking of changing my name to Marigold’! May 
mused.
 Interesting application, with regard to decanting, in 
the planning applications this week. We are advised, 
and I quote: ‘Lochaber District Council wants to set 
up six decent caravans in Glenloy Street Shopping 
Centre, Caol’. Hope they make a kinna half-decant job 
of siting them.
 James Brady has a nice line in telling stories 
against himself. Last Tuesday he was coming back to 
Fort William on the train from Glasgow, accompanied  
by members of Plantation Youth Club. They struck 
up a conversation in the Sprinter carriage with an 
elderly couple. It transpired they were on a Chiltern 
Hundreds holiday and were being met at the Fort by a 
courier. Meanwhile, on the platform at Fort William, 
James’s wife, Betty, and youth club representative 
Davie MacLeod also awaited the train’s arrival. They 
started chatting with a chap who advised he was a 
courier who was meeting a Chiltern Hundreds couple. 
He explained: ‘We cater for people aged from 65 to 
100,' he told Betty and Davie. ‘A kind of older SAGA.'  
Then the train came in. James, ever chivalrous, car-
ried the elderly couple’s cases. Of course, they headed 
for where Betty, Davie and courier were standing. 
Courier stepped forward, beaming at James, went to 
shake his hand, and announced:  ‘Welcome to your 
Chiltern Hundreds Highland Holiday’! James, who is 
going ever so slightly grey, looked at him and had the 
grace to laugh and smile as the explanations fl owed.
 Glasgow Fair Fortnight. Husband and wife come 
in to the Book Nook. It’s pouring rain and Hughie 
is laden with carrier bags. They look at the various 
sections. Mrs makes a purchase and calls to Hughie: 
‘Can you pop this in one of the carriers?’ Hughie is 
none too pleased. ‘The bags are getting pretty heavy,' 
he wails. ‘Hells bells, I’ve only bought a bookmark,' 
was the rejoinder.
 Interesting to see the reaction of two of our national 
newspapers to Lochaber’s movie output. The Daily 
Express, in previewing ‘Restless Natives’, says the 
female lead, Teri Lally, had to endure the fi rst two 
weeks of fi lming in pouring rain in Fort William. 
‘International stars, my  foot,’ she wailed. ‘Heck, we 
were in a motel and there was nothing to do. Not even 
a lounge to sit in.’ The Mirror had it that Christopher 
Lambert, the ‘Tartan Tarzan’, was thrown from a 
horse, trampled on and left walking with a limp’. This 
after he had ‘plunged into the freezing waters of Loch 
Shiel, wearing only his kilt!’ Isn’t it great how the 
stars can adapt to sporting the kilt like the natives! 
Oh, to be an extra, now that summer’s here.
 ‘Clang, clang, clang went the trolley’. Only this one, 
from an east end supermarket, clanged its way to the 
higher reaches of Upper Achintore. Coupled with 
those you see abandoned in the underpass, in the loch 
or on the putting green, I should think the insurance 
premiums on supermarket trolleys must cost a few bob.
 There’s certainly the smell of more than bog myrtle 
and peat wafting across the Blar these days. It’s high 
time the council was ‘treating’ the sewage treatment 
plant at Caol.

SCOTLAND’S first canal artist-in-residence is exhib-
iting works featuring Lochaber stretches of the Caledo-
nian Canal.

Lesley Banks has captured the spectacular sights of 
the nation’s inland waterways on canvas and is inviting 
the public to go ‘gongoozling’ as the Caledonian Canal 
paintings go on show at Eden Court, Inverness.

Entitled ‘Gongoozler’, a term for someone who takes 
joy from watching the world, and one or two boats, pass 
by on canals, this exhibition focuses on the majestic Cal-
edonian Canal from the perspective of the pedestrian 
on the footpath. From Corpach to Clachnaharry take a 
visual journey along the towpath.

Meet Lesley on the afternoon of Saturday March 3 be-
tween 1pm to 5pm to learn more about the Gongoozler 
project. The exhibition runs until March 31.

THE HIGHLAND Book-
shop on Fort William’s High 
Street has been shortlisted 
for Independent Bookshop 
of the Year at The British 
Book Awards, despite hav-
ing only been open for six 
months.

As well as titles covering 
everything from fiction to 
mountain guides, a focus on 
community events through 
author signings, book 
groups and school visits has 
put the new business firmly 
on the awards panel’s radar.

The awards, known as 
the ‘Nibbies’, have been 
running since 1990 and pre-
vious Scottish winners have 
included The Highland 
Bookshop’s sister shop, The 
Watermill in Aberfeldy, 
which won the prize in 2009.

After hearing the news of 

A FORMER Lochaber 
High School pupil is 
preparing for a trip of a 
lifetime, volunteering at 
the Live with Hope Clinic 
in Kenya.

Twe nt y - t wo - ye a r- o l d 
Faith MacKintosh already 
has enough money for her 
travel expenses but with 
more fundraising she is 
hoping, with some help, to 
get another £700 for the 
clinic. She is using all her 
holiday allowance and tak-
ing leave from her full-time 
job to embark on the trip to 
Africa in June.

Faith said: ‘I’m really 
looking forward to it. I 
think it’s going to be a 
real eye opener and teach me how lucky we really 

are. Fundraising is going 
well – I am hoping to raise 
another £700 before I leave 
at the end of June.’

Faith is currently living in 
Edinburgh and works as a 
support worker for adults 
with disabilities. But as a 
member of St Margaret’s 
Church, Roy Bridge, 
Faith held a fundraising 
home-baking stall in Roy 
Bridge Hall to help raise 
money for the trip.

Along with eight other 
young people from the Ar-
gyll and Isles RC Diocese, 
Faith will be joining Bishop 
Brian McGhee to travel to 
the Live with Hope Clinic 
in Kericho, western Kenya, 
this summer. Travelling 

to Kenya for a month is a 
serious proposition and the 
group’s preparation will de-
mand a lot of effort and will 
be hard work living in the 
most basic of conditions.

The clinic operates four 
departments, including 
voluntary counselling 
and testing, home-based 
care and heart clinic, and 
orphans and vulnerable 
children.

The clinic helps more 
than 3,000 children via sup-
port groups, family visits 
and residential care for the 
young children, while social 
workers and nurses visit the 
sick and give food to those 
too weak to work, as well as 
medical attention.

BANAVIE Primary School has bid 
farewell to a much-loved member of 
staff after more than 18 years’ service.

Pupils presented Mary Rankin with 

flowers at an assembly last Tuesday to 
mark her retirement.

Mrs Rankin is retiring after 18 and 
a half years at the Lochaber primary 

school. She started out as a classroom 
assistant for primaries one and two 
and later worked with pupils from 
across the school years.

FREEZING weather conditions this 
winter have presented challenges for those 
tasked with forecasting avalanches.

But with the help of an innovative new 
mountain bike, gathering information 
has been made that bit easier for Scottish 
Avalanche Information Service (SAIS) 
observer Graham Moss.

He needs to reach the snowy slopes of 
the north face of Ben Nevis, where he 
gathers vital information for assessing the 
avalanche risk for winter climbers, walkers 
and skiers.

To help with this arduous, and sometimes 
perilous task, Lochaber bike shop Off 
Beat Bikes has supplied Graham with an 
electric-powered mountain bike.

The Reaction Pro 400 bike enables 
Graham to cycle up to the track to the Ben 
Nevis Alt na Mullian car park in full winter 
walking and climbing gear.

The bike’s super grippy 29” plus tyres and 
innovative Bosch motor allow Graham to 
reach his work in all weather conditions 
with a lot less effort than if he were pedal-
ling a ‘normal’ mountain bike.

Graham said: ‘This fantastic bike is saving 
me time and energy on my daily trip to ob-
serve the snow and ice. It means I can cycle 
from the north face car park at Torlundy 
to the high fence by the Alt na Mullian car 
park in 10 minutes!

‘I can’t thank Off Beat Bikes enough as 
ultimately it is assisting me with my fore-
casting which keeps climbers and walkers 
safer in winter.’

The Scottish Avalanche Information Ser-
vice (SAIS) reports daily forecasts of the 
avalanche hazard for the five most popular 
areas of Scotland.

For avalanche information throughout 
Scotland, visit www.sais.gov.uk 

IAN BLACKFORD MP is inviting local people to join 
him outside the Royal Bank of Scotland branch in Mal-
laig this Saturday (March 10) as part of the countrywide 
‘day of action’ to halt bank closures.

MPs, MSPs and local campaigners will also be gath-
ering in towns across the country to collect signatures 
on a petition asking RBS chiefs to halt their ‘damaging 
and misguided’ plans to shut down 62 Scottish branches 
this summer.

As leader of the SNP Westminster group, Ian Black-
ford has raised the issue of bank closures in small 
communities during Prime Minister's Questions on 
numerous occasions, but Mrs May has always refused to 
step in, even though the UK Government hold a 73 per 
cent stake in the bank.

After huge pressure from campaigners, RBS an-
nounced a reprieve for 10 local branches – but the fight 
to save the remaining banks continues.

The branches, including Kyle of Lochalsh, will remain 
open until the end of 2018 to allow an independent study 
of their viability to be undertaken.

Ian Blackford said: ‘Even though our persistence and 
reasoned arguments have brought some measure of 
success, RBS management have simply not gone far 
enough. The fight must go on to reverse their decision 
on other branches including Mallaig. This branch has a 
vital role to play in the community and does very good 
business. We need to convince them of that.

‘I invite everyone affected and concerned about this 
on-going loss of personal, across-the-counter service 
to join me for 10.30am on the Day of Action to show 
support in numbers and sign petitions to let these RBS 
executives see just what they are up against.

‘We must also send a message to Theresa May and her 
Tory ministers that people do not want these branches to 
be cut and that the UK Government must intervene to 
reverse this decision. They have the power, but continu-
ally make excuses to avoid the issue and this has to stop.’

ARISAIG Community Trust is inviting residents to 
contribute to the development of their historic visitor 
centre.

A consultation day on Saturday March 24 will be 
attended by architect Sam Foster and members of the 
trust's board of directors who will outline plans for the 
expansion of the Land, Sea and Islands Centre.

Four potential designs are currently on display and 
comments are welcome throughout the consultation 
period and up until March 24.

A trust representative said: ‘The centre has gone from 
strength to strength with a yearly increase in visitor num-
bers and the potential to expand the shop and include 
a small cafe in the new extension to increase income 
generation could sustain the centre’s longevity.’

The trust welcomes suggestions and comments from 
locals and visitors as to how the centre can continue to 
serve the community in Arisaig.

The railway depot on the site of the old Fort.

Mrs Rankin with Banavie Primary School pupils. JP F10 Banavie Rankin 01

Banavie bids farewell to classroom assistant 

Shop assistant Kelsey Ward, left, and bookshop manager 
Sarah-Louise Bamblett outside the shop on the High 

Street in Fort William. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Fort William bookshop up for national prize

Roy Bridge joins with Faith to help Kenya

JP F10 Bookshop Award 01. 

the nomination, the book-
shop said it was ‘beyond 
grateful’.

The Highland Bookshop 
recently expanded to open 
The Big Outdoors Lounge 

on the first floor, stocking 
Scotland’s largest selection 
of specialist outdoors 
books, including climbing 
guides, technical manuals 
and maps from around the 

world. In addition to host-
ing author events, including 
visits from Adam Nicolson 
and Chris Brookmyre, as 
well as local author Fiona 
MacBain, The Highland 
Bookshop has welcomed 
groups from local primary 
schools and supported 
book launches by the local 
Chamber of Commerce 
and The Nevis Landscape 
Partnership.

Other regional finalists 
at the Nibbies include 
entries from Edinburgh, 
Linlithgow and Orkney 
but Lochaber residents can 
support their local shop by 
visiting thebookseller.com 
and voting for The High-
land Bookshop. 

The winner will be 
announced at an awards 
ceremony in May.

Neptune’s Staircase at Banavie was the focus for one of 
Banks’ paintings. 

Lochaber

The electric mountain bike being put to use by Scottish Avalanche Information Service 
observer Graham Moss. 

Electric bike helps avalanche forecaster

Faith held a home-baking 
stall in Roy Bridge Hall to 
help raise money for the 

trip. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan.
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Viewpoint
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Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

These times of well-documented austerity seem to 
be never-ending, with local authorities such as the 

Highland Council in a perpetual cycle of cutting costs 
and budget overspends.

This fiscal year is no different, with the council having 
to find funds to plug a £15 million gap in its finances.

One of the ‘solutions’ the council has come up with to 
raise money to close the gap is to raise the cost of car 
parking in Fort William town centre.

But, as we report this week, the measures have been 
slammed as part of a ‘panic budget’ created by the same 

people who have been in charge while the council has 
accrued a £1 billion deficit.

The harsh reality is that the Highland Council has to 
find funds from somewhere and motorists are an easy, if 
oft put-upon, target.

The fears that the Fort William economy will suffer cer-
tainly have merit, and there is validity in the concern over 
fairness given that there are no charges in Nairn, Wick, 
Invergordon, Thurso and Dingwall.

The campaigners objecting to the rise in parking fees 
have a daunting fight on their hands.

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Sad times for Fort 
William Football Club
Sir,
I am writing from a perspective of 
someone who no longer lives in Loch-
aber, though I still have a major part 
of my heart in Fort William and when 
I heard that Colin Neilson had died, I 
knew it would be a very sad day for Fort 
William Football Club. Colin was truly 
the heart and soul of the club.

I also was saddened to hear that the 
directors of Fort William Football Club 
had resigned and that no one has come 
forward to take their place and that this 
special place for so many youngsters 
could cease to exist.

This is so tragic for all your young, fit 
and keen footballers and future football 
players. I know how onerous the task 
must be but surely among you retired fit 
men, and should I say fit women, there 
must be some who can help keep these 
boys active, ambitious and away from 
the drug scene.

It would be so calamitous if this foot-
ball club was allowed to die, especially 
as there is so much fresh hope for the 
town of Fort William in the new venture 
for the aluminium company.

Can no one persuade the directors to 
continue their good work if some other 
good citizens would give up their time 
to support them in the many roles that 
encompass the running of the club?

Please do not let the young, keen, fit 
and healthy boys in your town down - 
you should be so proud and encourage 
them.

Pauline Radcliffe,
Late of Corpach, now Aberdeen.

Despairing of 
Stagecoach attitude
Sir,
I am writing in despair of Stagecoach’s 
‘if it doesn’t pay, close it’ attitude to its 
operations in and around Fort William 
and Lochaber.

I have had many happy holidays in 
Lochaber and I have used the buses 
provided by Highland Omnibuses and 
its subsequent offshoots. These have 
provided vital links throughout Loch-
aber and its adjoining districts.

This attitude from Stagecoach will 
do damage to communities. Perhaps 
another bus firm would be able to step 
in to keep services going. I hope so.

In this current age when we are all 
aware of the environment, something 
needs to be done, especially when traf-
fic congestion is on the increase.

John Hughes,
Ormesby Grove, Wirral, Cheshire.

The real facts of the 
renewables debate
Sir,
Over recent times there has been com-
ment and speculation about the future 
direction of renewables in the Outer 
Hebrides. Much of this comment has 

had little regard to the factual position 
in which the Outer Hebrides finds itself.

It may be useful to outline some of the 
key facts around the present position. 
These facts are as follows.

Both the distribution and transmission 
network in the Outer Hebrides are at 
full capacity and therefore no further 
connections are possible – including 
connections for community generators.

The UK Government has created a 
new technology category called Remote 
Island Wind to allow developers in the 
Scottish Islands to compete in the 2019 
Contracts for Difference auction.

Contracts for Difference are now 
the only support mechanism for wind 
and other forms of renewable energy 
generation.

The 2019 Contracts for Difference 
auction will require generators to 
demonstrate they have planning con-
sents and a grid connection offer in 
place.

Only generators with these planning 
and grid consents will be able to com-
pete in the auction.

The only developers who hold the 
appropriate consents are Lewis Wind 
Power and Forsa Energy.

If both these organisations are suc-
cessful at auction, it will provide the 
required certainty for the electricity 
grid owner to invest in a new grid infra-
structure to the Outer Hebrides.

New grid infrastructure, for the fore-
seeable future, is therefore dependent 
on a successful auction outcome.

The only way that new grid and a 
renewables industry will emerge in the 
Outer Hebrides, in the foreseeable fu-
ture, is if Lewis Wind Power and Forsa 
Energy are successful at auction in 2019.

By extension, the only way the addi-
tional generators (including community 
generators) will be able to connect, in 
the foreseeable future, is if Lewis Wind 
Power and Forsa Energy are successful 
at auction in 2019.

Calum Iain Maciver,
Director of Development, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

Measured debate is 
needed on rewilding
Sir,
While Iain Thornber (‘Big predators 
for the Small Isles?’, The Oban Times, 
February 15) is perfectly entitled to 
his views on rewilding, he does the de-
bate no service by introducing his piece 
with references to ‘wacky characters’ 
and ‘quirky schemes’, describing rewil-
ding as ‘the latest fashionable wheeze’.

Whether or not it is a conservation 
strategy that is applicable or appropri-
ate to Highland Scotland is a debate 
worth having, but talk of ‘freaks an 
follies’, ‘self-delusionists’ and wacky, 
absentee landowners is to polarise from 
the outset.

The removal of black rats (which Mr 
Thornber describes somewhat fondly 
as ‘rare’) from the Shiant Isles is an 
RSPB-led project to protect and restore 
populations of ground-nesting seabirds 
by eradicating an invasive, non-native 

species that consumes the eggs and 
chicks of native birds.

It follows similar, successful projects 
on Ailsa Craig, Ramsey and Lundy 
and is not, as Mr Thornber seems 
keen for us to believe, simply a scheme 
hatched by an old Etonian landlord to 
‘ease £900,000’ from RSPB and SNH 
in pursuit of his personal passion for 
rewilding.

Mr Thornber writes emotively of the 
slaughter of hundreds of deer that he 
says will result from rewilding, but, as 
he knows, the killing of deer has been 
a fact of Highland life for a great many 
years, and culling is carried out by 
deer managers to prevent overgrazing 
and protect the welfare of the herd.

The Scottish National Deer Cull 
regularly claims more than 100,000 
deer annually (SNH). Rewilding, as 
I understand it, would seek to strike a 
more natural balance between deer and 
forest. Certainly, talk of the ‘sacrifice’ 
of a deer that has ‘lived in the area for 
the past 10,000 years’ is deceptive and 
sensionalistic.

Mr Thornber’s characterisation of 
rewilding as ‘blanket woodland ... 
guarded by lynx, wolves and bears’ is 
to present an extreme scenario which, 
I believe, is the vision of few and has 
little chance of coming to fruition. It is 
certainly not something that will simply 
‘slip through’.

Yet rewilding as a concept need not be 
scary as Mr Thornber paints it. 

An article in The Guardian (July 3, 
2017) points to examples in coastal and 
riverine areas of the Netherlands and 
the restoration of saltmarsh, reedbed 
and insect-rich grassland in England.

In the Highlands, the concept might 
well be extended to include the rein-
statement of larger, better-connected, 
more natural areas of habitat in which 
the already present pine martens, 
red squirrels, wildcats, beavers and 
capercaillie flourish. What is warranted 
is sober, measured debate, not sensa-
tionalism and a condescending tone.

CS Whyte,
Dunblane.

Thanks for help after 
su� ering a fall
Sir,
My husband had a nasty fall in Oban on 
Wednesday February 28 close on the 
heels of very serious illness (sepsis and 
pneumonia) in hospital two weeks ago.

This was all rather alarming and not 
a pleasant sight for passers-by as there 
was blood. A lot.

However, I would like to thank the 
kind gentleman who assisted and called 
the ambulance, as well as the staff of 
Bossards bistro, who took us in until 
the paramedics arrived (who were also 
brilliant) and other folk around who 
offered help, tissues and so on.

The good news is that he had no bro-
ken bones and after thorough medical 
checks and patching up seems to be 
OK.

Amanda Chadderton,
Tayvallich.

FHAD ’S A THA MI a’ sgrìobhadh 
seo tha lòineagan sneachda a’ tuiteam 
gu socair ach gu fàbharach chan eil e 
a’ laighe, an seo co-dhiù, agus saoil-
idh mi gun d’ fhuair sinn ar leòr dheth 
air a’ gheamhradh.

Ach ann a bhith ag ràdh sin tha mi 
a’ cuimhneachadh air ais air làithean 
m’ òige air geamhraidhean le mòran 
a bharrachd sneachda, a bha a’ mair-
sinn fad ùine cuideachd. Cha robh 
carbadan ach tearc feadh choimhears-
nachdan an Eilein Sgitheanaich an 
uairsin agus bha na bh ’ann beag agus 
aotrom taca ris na h-innealan a th’ 
againn an-diugh, ged a bha sinne gam 
faicinn uile mòr agus cumhachdach.

Tha mi a’ creidsinn gum biodh 
cruinn-shneachda gan cleachdadh air 
prìomh rathaidean ach cha robh leithid 
sin a’ nochdadh air slighean beaga 

cumhang dùthchail. Bha bhuil ann, 
agus nuair a thigeadh cabhadh sneach-
da cha robh roghainn ach tòiseachadh 
air rathaidean a ghlanadh le sluasaid-
ean, agus cha bu bheag an t-srì sin far 
am biodh glè thric citheachan anns an 
robh troighean de dhoimhneachd! Bha 
prìomhachas ga thoirt dha na slighean 
a dh’fheumadh bus na sgìre, còmhdhail 
sgoile, am post, agus bhanaichean 
bìdh, gun iomradh air dotairean agus 
seirbheis èiginn sam bith eile.

‘S iad ‘gillean an rathaid’ a bha an 
urra ris an dùbhlan a choinneachadh 
agus ged a bha gu leòr spòrs ga dhèan-
amh mu cho beag ‘s a bha iad a’ cur às

an dèidh a’ chuid eile den bhliadhna, 
chan eil teagamh nach robh iad 
a’ cosnadh an tuarastail ri àm an 
t-sneachda. Cha robh guth air sail-
leadh rathaidean an uairsin, dìreach 
beagan gainmhche far an robh bruth-
ach, agus cha robh dad air a’ chuid a 
bu chòmhnardaiche.

Leis gun robh an sneachda mar sin a’ 

laighe fad ùine bhiodh a’ mhòr-chuid 
de na carbadan a’ cleachdadh shèini-
chean air an cuid chuibhlichean iomain 
agus saoilidh mi gum bheil mi fhathast 
a’ cluinntinn gliongadaich shèinichean 
bhan a’ phuist a’ dol seachad.

Ag èisteachd is a’ coimhead 
naidheachdan na dùthcha thar na 
seachdain a chaidh, bha mi a’ cuimh-
neachadh cho dìcheallach agus cho 
soirbheachail ‘s a bha daoine a’ 
cuideachadh càch a chèile. Bidh mi 
a’ smaoineachadh gur bochd nach do 
chuir iad an aon spàirn ann an gleid-
headh an cànain is an dualchas, ach 
theagamh nach robh for aca air an ìre 
gun robh e a’ crìonadh.

Ach ‘s ann an àm a’ chruadail a 
dh’aithnichear na càirdean, agus nach 
math gum bheil ceatharnaich leithid 
Gillian Rothach an sàs, agus gur 
math thèid dhith mar Phrionnsapal ùr 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Days gone by – 1881
Hugh Cameron (1816-1883) Morvern, holding the donkey’s head. Hugh, known as ‘Croisaig’, from the village where he 
was born on the north side of Loch Arienas, was descended from the Camerons of Glendessary, who were landowners 
in Morvern as early as the 1600s. He is seen here with some English visitors at Achranich near the head of Loch Aline. 

Photograph: Iain Thornber

MacPhail
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Excerpt from The Cremation of Sam Mc-
Gee by Robert Service

There are strange things done in the mid-
night sun
By the men who moil for gold;
The Arctic trails have their secret tales
That would make your blood run cold;
The Northern lights have seen queer sights,
But the queerest they ever did see
Was the night on the marge of Lake Leb-
arge
I cremated Sam McGee.

Now Sam McGee was from Tennessee, 
where the cotton blooms and blows.
Why he left his home in the South to roam 
round the Pole, God only knows.
He was always cold, but the land of Gold 
seemed to hold him like a spell;
Though he’d often say in his homely way 
that he’d sooner live in hell.

On a Christmas Day we were mushing our 
way over the Dawson Trail.
Talk of your cold! Through the parka’s fold 
it stabbed like a driven nail.
If our eyes we’d close, then the lashes froze 
till sometimes we couldn’t see;
It wasn’t much fun, but the only one to 
whimper was Sam McGee.

Perhaps because the work of Robert 
Service was read to me so frequently 
– including the poem above – when I 
was young, with its linguistic brilliance 
in evoking scenes of snow and icy cold, 
I have always yearned to experience 
that climate.

Some day I will get to the Yukon in the 
north-west of Canada, where Service 
lived for a time and wrote of in his most 
famous works, but until then I will satis-
fy my craving for the cold by making the 
most of these times when snow and ice 
cover Scotland.

Last week brought an unexpected 
period of snowy pleasure.

In no way do I make light of the disrup-
tion, the danger, the economic impact 
and the daily hazards and hassles of 
last week’s weather anomaly named the 
Beast from the East but, all these real 
and significant issues aside, I absolutely 
loved it.

It was like going on holiday to another 
country without the inconvenience and 
expense of having to travel.

Going from warm to cold and cold to 
warm is one of my favourite physical 
experiences so rolling about in the snow 
in my swimming trunks – apologies to 
the neighbours – was a frequent activity 
last week.

Elsewhere were plenty of signs that 
folk were making the most of the me-

teorological novelties. The population 
of snowmen hit an impressive high on 
Thursday, and sledging, skiing and 
snow-surfing became common sights in 
the most unusual inner city locations.

Apart from the novel range of outside 
activities, the enforced time spent at 
home by many not able to get to work, 
while it can be very disruptive, can also 
give a delightful bonus of unforeseen 
leisure time.

On Friday night I was walking through 
a snow-covered Kelvingrove Park in 
Glasgow, just a few hundred yards from 
where Robert Service worked for the 
Commercial Bank of Scotland on Co-
runna Street, near where the Ben Nevis 
Bar is today.

Little did he think when he sat behind 
his clerk’s desk at the age of 21, frustrat-
ed by the confines of his job and envisag-
ing a new life, that his words would have 
such a long-reaching influence.

He would not have dreamed then that 
in the year 2018 his future writings com-
posed in a strange country and about 
a place he hadn’t yet heard of, would be 
resonating in the head of an accordion 
player from Tiree who, because of the 
effect of his poetry, was marvelling at the 
majesty and beauty of the icy weather.

The immortality of the writer, the 
creator, the innovator and the inventor 
is marked by such occasions.

View From Westminster 

IAN BLACKFORD
ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk

WESTMINSTER may have been in re-
cess for a part of February, but this does 
not mean that my work stops. The break 
in the cut and thrust on the floor of the 
House gives me more opportunity to 
get out and about in the constituency, 
meet people and businesses, and hold 
additional surgeries.

I hold regular surgeries in Fort Wil-
liam, Dingwall and Portree, but also 
like to get further afield, ensuring as 
many people as possible can speak to 
me in person in their own communities.

Over the last few weeks I have held 
surgeries in Ullapool, Achiltibuie, 
Mallaig, Glenelg and Kyle, in addition 
to the regular Fort William, Portree 
and Dingwall visits, and I must say that 
on some occasions the weather was 
challenging.  All had good attendances 
and I would like to thank everyone who 
came along.

With your support I am happy to say 
that we had some success in countering 
Royal Bank of Scotland closure plans 
not only in this constituency, but across 
Scotland. Ten branches which were due 
to close in June will now stay open until 
at least the end of 2018 during which 
time an independent survey will be car-
ried out to re-asses figures and look to 
the viability and use of each premises.

In our Ross, Skye and Lochaber con-

stituency, Kyle of Lochalsh and Beauly 
were given a reprieve and the onus 
now falls on the local people to prove 
without a doubt to assessors what we 
already know – that they are vital assets 
at the centre of their communities.  It is 
very much a case of use it or lose it.

For Mallaig, the fight still goes on 
and I would to invite everyone in the 
village to join me at the RBS branch on 
Saturday March 10th, which is the ‘Day 
of Action’ to save our banks organised 
by the SNP and taking place across 
Scotland.  Come along and make your 
opinion known by signing the petition.

I did invite RBS chief executive Ross 
MacEwan to visit Mallaig but had a 
negative response. I don’t expect he will 
be in attendance on March 10, but rest 
assured, the fight will go on to persuade 
RBS  that Mallaig and all branches in 
small communities should be retained.

In Fort William, I attended a meeting 
organised by owners of small businesses 
who travelled from across Lochaber to 
express their views on what could be 
done to help them develop and strength-
en their place in the community.

Small businesses are vital to Highland 
life and are often located in small or 
remote areas where their continued 
presence helps keep these places alive.

Brexit and its potentially very damag-
ing effects touch every community and 
is causing great concern as to what will 
happen after withdrawal, especially the 
impact on tourism when it may be more 
difficult for Europeans to holiday in 

the Highlands.  Another worry was the 
position of EU nationals working in the 
area – what would happen to them?

The shocking state of the A82 around 
Fort William was raised and I had 
already written to BEAR Scotland on 
this.  Happily some immediate work 
smoothed the surface and countered 
some of the potholes on a temporary 
basis until the main works are under-
taken this month when the weather 
should be more suitable.

Mobile phone coverage, or lack of it, 
was also brought up as an issue which 
local people and visitors find to be a 
great problem. The point was made 
that in Norway which has a comparable 
geography to Scotland, mobile cover 
is available from the depths of Fjords 
to the peaks of mountains as well as 
everywhere else, so why not here?

Rollout of mobile phone coverage 
is largely the responsibility of the UK 
Government through licenses. I will 
raise this issue again in Westminster 
and ask what progress is being made.

Other matters raised was better access 
to Business Gateway and the possibil-
ity of bringing more custom to Fort 
William High Street by re-introducing 
traffic and short term on-street parking 
at least for a trial period.

This meeting was very beneficial and 
I would be happy to meet with similar 
groups in other parts of the constituen-
cy to hear their views and do my best 
to address issues of particular concern 
to them.

View From Westminster 
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Former councillor and 
Oban resident
Neil MacIntyre

The idea of 
care in the 
community 
is great, if 
you have the 
money and 
sta�  to do it 
”

A  MUM’S appeal to get 
life-saving medical supplies 
out to Yazidi refugees in Iraq 
has reached its target.

Fiona Bennett from North 
Connel has raised £10,000 to 
get urgently-needed cargo to 
two hospitals and a mobile 
clinic in Sinjar. She plans to 
fly out in April with journalist 
friend Faith Orr and spend 
two weeks volunteering 
alongside medics treating 
hard-to-reach people, many 
of whom are still living in the 
mountains after fleeing there 
in 2014 when Isis took their 
city.

This week Yazidi activist 
Farhad Sh, who lives in 
France, got in touch with Ms 
Bennett to donate the final 
funds she needed. Mr Sh is a 
volunteer for Polish organisa-
tion Orla-Straz which trans-
lates to Eagle Watch, helping 
children who have suffered at 
the hands of terrorists.

Ms Bennett’s campaign was 
also picked up on a website, 
run by charity Yazda, by 
former RAF and NATO ser-
geant Chris Mack who is now 
helping with delivery logistics 
through Birmingham-based 
Sordinan Transport. 

‘They saw my cry for help 
and they all clubbed together 
to make it happen,’ said Ms 
Bennett. ‘We’ve raised the 
£10,000, but I’m asking peo-
ple not to stop giving. Every 
extra £450  means I can take 
out extra medicines. Thank 
you to everyone.’ 

To donate, go to https://goo.
gl/8yKgc7 

Mum meets 
mercy 
mission 
target

Call for care in the community 
rethink as big budget cuts bite 
THE ORGANISATION tasked 
with delivering health and social 
care in Argyll and Bute will 
have to make £14 million worth 
of cuts in the next financial 
year, meaning it won’t be able to 
deliver its strategic plan.

The Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) has to 
deliver additional savings of be-
tween £5 million and £6 million 
on top of the £8 million already 
planned for 2018-2019.

However, the situation could 
have been worse. The HSCP was 
anticipating savings totalling 
£18.1 million.

Argyll and Bute Council’s poli-
cy lead for health and social care 
Kieron Green said: ‘It’s a very 
difficult budget. It’s looking like 
there’s not going to be sufficient 
resources available to deliver 
our strategic plan.’

Former councillor and Oban 
resident Neil MacIntyre thinks 
how care in the community is 
delivered needs to be re-organ-
ised.

‘We can’t keep struggling on 
like this,’ he said.  

‘The hospitals can’t fill nursing 
vacancies and care companies 
can’t get staff.

‘The idea of care in the com-
munity is great, if you have the 
money and the staff to do it.

‘We need to rethink how 
we look after everyone in the 
community. I don’t think we 
can deliver everyone getting 
individual care at home. There’s 
not enough of us to do it.

‘The best thing we can do to 
sort out the problem of lack of 
staff is to build a new care home 
so staff can look after more 
people in one area.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

‘The distances we are asking 
people to cover is crazy. We are 
a rural area.’

Mr MacIntyre would also like 
to see the community involved 
in the decision-making.

‘It’s a difficult situation, but 
I think everyone has to be 
involved in these decisions. 
These decisions are too big and 
too important for us not to have 
a say. Why isn’t the community 
involved in some of this plan-
ning? I think there’s going to be 
massive decisions, but what are 
they? Surely we should all be 
involved.’

Mr Green added: ‘Within 
Argyll and Bute, we want to pro-
vide services locally for people. 
We want to provide them in such 
a way that people don’t have 
to go to a hospital or go into 
a care home if we can deliver 
services to them by providing 
care in their own homes and 
encouraging people to retain 
their independence.

‘We are working on it. We have 
had a few meetings already.’

Caroline Whyte, chief finan-
cial officer of the HSCP, said: 
‘While this improvement to 
the financial position is clearly 
welcomed, the fact remains we 
still have a very large budget 
gap and will require to identify 
and deliver new savings as well 
as continuing to meet increasing 

demand for health and social 
care services and rising costs 
due to inflation.

‘It is particularly difficult for 
the HSCP to plan for service 
changes in the future with a 
continually changing financial 
picture, as we are reliant on 
annual funding allocations from 
the council and health board.’

Proposed changes to services 

are being reviewed to address 
the budget gap.

‘However, it is clear at this 
stage some of those proposed 
service changes will not be in 
line with our strategic plan ob-
jectives,’ Mrs Whyte added.

‘These will potentially pose 
the Integrated Joint Board (IJB) 
with very difficult decisions to 
make with conflicting priorities 

in relation to maintaining qual-
ity of care, meeting treatment 
and waiting time performance 
standards, and ensuring a bal-
anced budget.’

The papers will be made public 
on Wednesday March 21 and 
will be presented to the IJB on 
Wednesday March 28, when the 
board will consider approving 
the changes.

The Oban as a University Town project was showcased at an event in the Corran Halls last Thursday. Students from Ballet West 
dance school, one of four higher education campuses in the Oban area, entertained an audience of almost 300 people. Ten project 
partners involved with education and developing the local economy and cultural life introduced the project, which they hope will 

engage the public in shaping the future of Oban. Full report and photographs – page eight.

Oban’s university town showcase a success

New season
L A U N C H

20% off
new clothing & home*

4  D A Y  E V E N T
T H U R S  1 5 T H  -  S U N  1 8 T H  M A R C H

*Offer valid on full price clothing. Excludes concessions, alcohol & food.

B E L F O R D  R O A D ,  F O R T  W I L L I A M ,  P H 3 3  6 P F    T :  013 9 7  7 0 4 2 4 4 

V I S I T  U S  T O D A Y

P.G. FIELDTM

HERITAGE
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West District Men Division 4 
Team   P     W    D      L      F       A    Gd     Pts
Oban 1s  8      5      1      2      26      21      5      16
Ayr 2s   9      4 2      3      27      15    12      14 
Giffnock 3s  9      5 1      3      22      13      9      13 
Hillhead 7s   7      3 3      1      19      12      7      12
Dumfries 2s  8      3      3      2 13      12     1       9
East Kilbride 2s  8      1 0      7      13      38   -25       3
Clydesdale 5s  9      2 2      5      15      24    -9       2

Oban Saints               
Yoker United                 
Scottish Cup – 7th round

Greenock Wanderers        P            
Oban Lorne                        P     
BT West Division 1

Kelso Ladies    P                     
Oban Lone Ladies   P       
BT Women’s National League 2

Hockey LAST Saturday’s fixtures: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, 7th 
round – Oban Saints v Yoker 
United; Jimmy Marshall Cup, 
2nd round – Campbeltown 
Pupils v Rosehill Star; Premier 
Division Two – Port Glasgow 
OBU v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Tarbert v Busby.
 All games were postponed due 
to the weather.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, 7th 
round – Oban Saints v Yoker 
United; Jimmy Marshall Cup 
– Rutherglen v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Dunoon v Claremont; 
Premier Division Two – Tarbert 
v Houston.

Football

Saints’ youth team 
results and � xtures
Youth football

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s v Dumbarton Riverside; 
Under 14s v Greenock United; 
Under 15s v Westercommon 
Star; Under 16s v Dumbarton 
Riverside; Ardencaple v Under 
17s.
 All game were postponed due 
to the weather.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
v Helensburgh; Under 15s no 
game;  Baljaffray v Under 16s; 
Under 17s no game. 

Sport

Saints take on Yoker for a place 
in last eight of the Scottish Cup  

OBAN played Dumfries 2s just 
three weeks after their previous 
meeting.
 This match was entirely differ-
ent as both teams had made sig-
nificant changes to their line-up. 
Oban were without four regular 

players, including captain Ali 
Burton. 
 Eight goals were scored on 
that first occasion, but this time 
there was little need for a score 
board.

The sides were resolute in 
defence with much of the game 
played in the middle third of 
the pitch. Oban passed the 
ball well and showed signs of a 

breakthrough on a number of 
occasions. They had a number 
of short corners as they pressed 
forward, but were unable to take 
advantage.

Andy Head in the Oban goal 
was an attentive spectator and 
was only called into action on 
two occasions and even then 
there was no real threat on goal.

Man of the match was Theo 
Andrews, who only started 
playing hockey this season and 
is already proving to be a must 
have on the team sheet. Also 
having an assured game was 
newcomer Jenson Binnie.

Oban remain top of the league 
with a game in hand over second 
placed Ayr II. The next game is 
against East Kilbride II.

Oban     0
Dumfries 2s    0
West District Men’s Div 4 

Action from Oban Hockey Club’s recent 0-0 draw against Dumfries.

Oban and Dumfries share the points

Beast from 
the East 
causes havoc 
with sports 
fi xtures
THE recent horrendous weath-
er conditions caused havoc with 
sporting fixtures across Scot-
land last weekend and The Oban 
Times circulation area teams 
were all hit by postponements.
 All the Scottish Amateur Cup 
last 16 games were called off, 
including Oban Saints’ home 
match with Yoker United. The 
teams will try again on Saturday.
 The whole of the Scottish Ama-
teur Football League programme 
was wiped out and the Scottish 
Youth Football Association wise-
ly decided to call off all the youth 
fixtures in the country.
 Rugby was also hit hard with 
the Oban Lorne and Oban High 
School fixtures falling foul of 
the weather.
 Saturday was meant to be the 
start of the ‘summer’ shinty sea-
son but again the weather caused 
havoc with the games involving 
the Oban teams postponed.
 The only rays of sunshine on 
an otherwise bleak Saturday af-
ternoon were at Kirkton where 
Kinlochshiel and Glenurquhart 
played their Marine Harvest 
Premiership shinty match, and 
South Lochaber Thistle man-
aged to get their Greater Glas-
gow Football League encounter 
played against Helensburgh on 
the 3G pitch at Kinlochleven.
 Must be something about the 
word Kinloch as both teams 
won – Kinlochshiel defeating 
Glenurquhart 4-0 with South 
Lochaber Thistle inflicting the 
same scoreline over Helens-
burgh at Kinlochleven.      

SATURDAY’S rugby pro-
gramme across the country 
felt the full effects of the Beast 
from the East with almost all 
Premiership, National and Re-
gional league fixture across the 
country being postponed.

Greenock notified Oban 
Lorne’s team management on 
the Thursday evening that there 
would be no game in Inverclyde 
due to a large amount of snow 
on the playing surface. This 
came as no surprise but meant 
yet another rearranged fixture 
for the Green Machine.

The 2017/18 season has been 
a frustrating one for many West 
Regional clubs with the decision 
of going to a 12-team league 
having a major impact on the 
length of the playing season. 

Referees and pitches have been 
severely stretched to a point 
where a few clubs are question-
ing their long-term involvement 
in the setup.

As things stand, Oban Lorne 
will be playing league rugby as 
far ahead as May 12 without 
taking Saturday’s postponement 
into account.

 The team still have 10 league 
games remaining.

Weather wins as rugby is called off

OBAN Lorne Ladies’ fixture 
away to Kelso was also post-
poned on Sunday due to pitch 
and weather conditions.
 The Green  Army will have 
to wait until this Sunday for a 
chance to secure the National 
League 2 title with the visit of 
Royal Dick Vet College Women 
to Glencruitten. Sunday’s fix-
ture kicks off at 2pm.

The squad are stepping up 
their preparations for the up-
coming BT National Bowl on 
Sunday April 8. 

The ladies take on National 1 
side Howe of Fife Women for a 
place in the national final at BT 
Murrayfield.

Oban Lorne currently occupy 
11th place in the league and 
face the very real possibility of 
relegation come the end of the 
season. The club do have several 
winnable fixtures coming up.

This Saturday they make the 
long trip to take on Annan. The 
sides met in January with the 
visitors recording a 26-15 win at 
Glencruitten.

The next home game for Oban 
Lorne is against bottom club 
Helensburgh RFC on March 31, 
with kick off at 3pm.

Youth, girls and mini rugby 
games postponed
LAST weekend’s U18, U16, 
U15 girls, U13/14 boys and mini 
rugby fixtures were all post-
poned due to weather or travel 
conditions.

This week the U18s continue 
their West League Cup group 
with an away trip to Dalziel RFC 
while the U16s play at home to 
Whitecraigs.

Oban Lorne coach Corrie Louw.

SCOTTISH Amateur Cup fever 
returns to Glencruitten this 
Saturday when Oban Saints host 
Yoker United in the last 16 of 
the Scottish Amateur Football 
Association’s blue riband event. 
 Visitors Yoker United of the 
Strathclyde Saturday Morning 
Amateur Football League only 
came into being 12 months ago 
but have come flying out of the 
traps and are enjoying a remark-
able debut season.

Manager James O’Hara whose 
playing career began at Hearts 
and took in various stops at Al-
bion Rovers, Yoker, Whitefield 
and Thorniewood Juniors  upon 
hanging up his boots decided to 
form a local club to compete in 
the Strathclyde Saturday Morn-
ing League.

Assisted by experienced coach-
ing staff James O’Hara senior, 
Daniel Reilly and Robert Ar-
thurs, O’Hara recruited a group 
of ambitious players and, after 
a successful application, had 
his new charges accepted into 
Division 1A of the Strathclyde 
Saturday Morning League.

Extended runs in the various 
cup competitions have restricted 
Yoker United to just four league 
fixtures where a return of nine 
points out of 12 keeps them very 
much in the title race alongside 
Lenzie Thistle, Southside and 
league leaders Uddingston. It 
was against fellow new boys 
Uddingston back in September 
that Yoker’s only league reverse 
so far came losing out by the 
odd goal in three after playing 

60 minutes reduced to 10 men.
Revenge for that solitary 

league defeat came in the fourth 
round of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup when Yoker put five past 
their fellow league new boys to 
extend their national cup run 
into the new year. 

Prior to that, after receiving a 
first round bye, Yoker came per-
ilously close to falling at the first 
hurdle against Scottish Amateur 
League Premier Division Two 
side Paisley. 

Incredibly, Yoker fought back 
from 6-1 down with 25 minutes 
to go to take the Buddies back 
across the Erskine Bridge for a 
replay at their Scotstoun home. 
United matched their six-goal 
haul in the rematch but this time 
restricted Paisley to just the one 

goal to book their place in the 
third round.

With their preferred home 
venue unavailable, Yoker were 
forced to take third round oppo-
nents Logie Harp to Clydebank 
High School. The change of 
surroundings, however, failed to 
knock United from their stride 
and they comfortably dispatched 
the Midlands Amateur Football 
Association Premier Division 
strugglers 7-0.

After seeing off the challeng-
ers from Dundee, followed 
by league mates Uddingston, 
Yoker’s fifth round opposition 
hailed from just along the road 
in Glasgow’s infamous ‘Teuchter 
Triangle’. Glasgow Island, who 
Saints fans will recall from their 
2015 Royal National Mòd Cup 

visit to Glencruitten, were edged 
out by the odd goal in three to 
set up a last 32 encounter with 
three-time cup winners Cam-
busbarron Rovers.

The trip to Stirling to face the 
Caledonian League Division 1A 
men presented Yoker’s biggest 
test of the competition so far 
which they safely passed raising 
quite a few eyebrows in the 
process.

Saints started their Scottish 
Cup campaign with a 4-0 home 
win over Mauchline United in 
the first round thanks to goals 
from Craig MacEwan (3) and 
Shaun MacIver.

This was followed by a convinc-
ing 6-0 home win against Plains 
in round two. Donald Campbell 
(3), Fraser MacFarlane, Scott 

Maitland and Paul Carmichael 
were on target for the Oban side.

It took Saints two hard games 
to get past an impressive Falkirk 
side in round three, the first 
game ending in a 3-3 draw at 
Alva Academy. Donald Camp-
bell (2) and Craig MacEwan 
were Saints’ scorers. The replay 
in Oban a week later saw Saints 
edge through 3-2 thanks to goals 
from Craig MacEwan, Willie 
Gemmell and Myles McAuley.

The D & K Lafferty-sponsored 
Oban side then took on old 
rivals Greenock High School in 
the fourth round and came away 
with a creditable 2-2 draw from 
Battery Park with a depleted 

squad. Two goals from Scott 
Maitland ensured that the Oban 
side stayed in the cup. 

Bad weather and the festive 
break meant the replay didn’t 
take place until Saturday 
January 6, when manager 
Alex Craik had a full squad of 
players to choose from. The 
Oban side turned in a top class 
performance to win 2-0 thanks 
to goals from Ally McKerracher 
and Donald Campbell.

The fifth round saw the Oban 
side travel to take on East 
Kilbride Rolls Royce and they 
returned home with a well 
deserved 4-2 victory thanks 
to goals from Scott Maitland 
(2), Myles McAuley and Craig 
MacEwan.

Kilwinning Sports Club was 
the venue for the sixth round 
encounter with Kilbride Thistle 
and again the Oban side had 
to come from behind to win a 
cracking game 3-2 with goals 
from Craig MacEwan, Donald 
Campbell and young Daniel 
MacCuish.

Saturday’s tie against Yoker, 
which kicks off at 2pm at Glen-
cruitten, will be refereed by 
top Motherwell official Tommy 
Gilchrist.

The game gives the Oban 
Saints faithful one last oppor-
tunity to catch their favourites 
in home Scottish Amateur 
Cup action this season as the 
winners of Saturday’s seventh 
round have been drawn away 
from home in the quarter-finals 
against either Sandys of the 
Lothian and Edinburgh  League 
or Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division table 
toppers Goldenhill.

Craig MacEwan nets the equaliser during the sixth round game against Kilbride Thistle which the D & K La� erty-sponsored Oban side 
went on to win 3-2. Match preview and photo: Derek Black

Football
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Sport

Football

Athletics

10-pin bowling

South Lochaber Thistle    4
Helensburgh     0
Greater Glasgow AFL – Division 3

Sport

Lochaber 10-pin 
bowling results

Lochaber club 
lotteries
Lottery numbers

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 8, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.46 1.2 09.20 3.2 16.19 1.6  21.46 3.1
Fri 04.33 1.5 10.01 3.0 17.13 1.8  22.40 2.9
Sat 05.29 1.8 11.00 2.7 18.19 1.9   **.** *.*
Sun 00.34 2.8 06.37 1.9 14.08 2.6  19.47 1.9
Mon 02.27 2.9 08.14 1.9 15.31 2.8  21.23 1.7
Tues 03.25 3.1 09.52 1.7 15.57 3.0  22.12 1.5
Wed 04.06 3.3 10.33 1.5 16.27 3.3  22.48 1.3             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

12
6

4

Thursday Light rain and breezy
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 1°C to 6ºC
Friday Sleet showers and breezy
 Winds moderate west south westerly 
 Temperatures 2°C to 4ºC

Weekend Light cloud and breezy
Outlook Winds moderate east north easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC

AFTER week 13 of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 10-
pin bowling leagues, with one 
week to go at the Nevis Centre 
in Fort William, Alleycats still 
lead the scratch division with 59 
points followed by The Empire 
on 55 points. Council move 
into third place with 41 points. 
Alleycats remain in the lead 
of the handicap division with 
50 points despite losing 5-0 to 
second placed British Legion 
Fort William who now have 45 
points. Council move into third 
place with 38 points.

Individually, the best scratch 
game of the week came from 
Gary Cowan (The Empire) 
with a 181. Also Iain Gregor 
(British Legion Fort William) 
had a 179. Iain Gregor also had 
the top two-game scratch series 
of 340, the top handicap game 
of 239 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 460.

The best team scores of the 
week came from Council who 
had the top scratch game of 599 
and the top two-game handicap 
series of 1568 while Rotavators 
had the top handicap game of 
844 and The Empire had the 
top two-game scratch series of 
1158.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 4, 9 
and 20. There was no winner so 
the jackpot for the draw today 
(Thursday March 8) will be 
£700.

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 3, 15 
and 17.

The two winners were Jean 
Martin and Willie Anderson. 
Next week’s jackpot will be 
£100.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 5, 8 and 9.

There were no winners this 
week. Next week’s draw will 
have a prize of £800.

Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 1, 7 and 16. The 
only winner this week was A 
Garrick. Next week’s jackpot 
will be £100.

Members of the Spean Bridge Primary School shinty team were 
presented with a set of new strips, in Lochaber Camanachd 

colours, by Lorraine Fraser of sponsors, Twindeer Law. 
Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Yells wins 
fi nal winter 
league race 
of the season

LOCHABER Athletic Club 
hosted their final Winter 
League race of the year on 
Sunday as 50 runners gathered 
at Nevis Range to take part in 
the Leanachan 10k race.

Owing to the nature of the 
Winter League, runners had to 
contend with wintry conditions 
at Leanachan with freezing 
temperatures and snow cover-
ing most of the course.

John Yells was the fastest over 
the finish line, beating Deni Pri-
kulis by a mere seven seconds. 
These two have been battling 
it out on the podium for much 
of the winter season so it was 
a fitting end to their respective 
Winter League campaigns.

Yells finished in an impressive 
time of 42:24, with Prikulis 
making it home in 42:37. Stuart 
Crutchfield, another consistent 
runner this season, finished 
third fastest in a time of 45:19.

The fastest female of the day 
was Lisette Walter, who record-
ed a time of 51:04, which also 
gave her an eighth place finish 
overall. Isla MacKay was the 
next quickest female, crossing 
the line in 53:02.

Female veteran 40 runners 
Amanda Blackhall and Vicki 
MacKinnon were the fastest 
veteran females, with little 
between them, putting in times 
of 55:57 and 56:35, respectively.

The quickest male veteran of 
the day was Andy Craig, male 
vet 50, who put in a good time 
of 53:03.

The fastest runner in the vet-
eran 60 category was Michael 
Connolly recording a time of 
54:58.

A representative of Lochaber 
Athletic Club said: ‘Well done 
to all who took part today and 
a big thank you to our time 
keepers and marshalls Ellen, 
Ian, Raymond, Elma, Eliza-
beth, Cammy, Willie and any 
others. A big thank you to Niall 
MacBeath for organising.’

The Winter League prize-
giving will be held on Sunday 
March 18, at Nevis Range, 
where there will also be a five-
mile run with ‘a difference’ on 
trails around Leanachan. Reg-
istration, using runners’ current 
league numbers, will be in the 
Pinemarten Café from 10am, 
with the race starting at 11am. 
This will be followed by the 
prize-giving presentation which 
will be around 12.30 to 1pm, or 
as soon as the last runner is in.

A colourful start to Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Leanachan 10k 

race at Nevis Range on Sunday, 
the last winter league race of 

the year.
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Jags deal stinging blow to 
Helensburgh’s title hopes

SLT’s Darren Duncan pushes 
towards the Helsnburgh goal.. 

Photos: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle 
cruised to a four-goal victory 
over Helensburgh on Saturday 
after an impressive attacking 
display which draws them closer 
to the top of the table at the 
expense of their visitors.

The Kinlochleven side now 
look to exert pressure on the 
leading pack as this win means 
they sit just three points off 
second spot in the league.

With this game being one of 
the few matches in Scotland to 
beat the weather, Saturday’s 
fixture at Kinlochleven offered 
an ideal opportunity for South 
Lochaber to cause an upset with 
title challengers, Helensburgh, 
who themselves are looking to 
catch league leaders Newshot 
AFC.

Relieved
Thistle started the brighter 

of the two sides in the opening 
exchanges and were unlucky 
when Danny Mackintosh hit the 
post early on, before the ball 
bounced safely into the relieved 
keeper’s hands.

The scoring was eventually 
opened after a well-placed 
Martin Munro cross was met in 
the box by an excellent Andrew 
McLean header, putting the 
Jags 1-0 up.

The lead could have been 
extended on a further two occa-
sions in the first half. The first 
came when a Dave Forbes free 
kick was comfortably saved by 
the keeper. The next big chance 
of the half fell to Sean Noble 
who, after a great piece of play, 
found himself free inside the 
area but was unfortunately 
unable to convert the rebound.

South Lochaber Thistle captain, Martin Munro is pursued by  
Helensburgh’s Jack Gorman. Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

At the half-time break, the 
teams went in with the score still 
at 1-0 and with Thistle ruing 
their missed opportunities.

The home side came out 
strongly after the break and 
started the half well, again ap-
plying pressure on a hard-work-
ing Helensburgh side that were 
determined not to concede.

Free kick
South Lochaber were eventu-

ally able to double their lead, 
however, after a great piece of 
play from Danny Mackintosh 
saw him fouled 25 yards out. 
Dave Forbes stepped up to bury 
the free kick into the keeper’s 
bottom left-hand corner. The 
strike made it 2-0 and put the 
Jags firmly in the driving seat.

With them now in the ascend-
ancy, Thistle were beginning 
to play some slick attacking 
football. Martin Munro and 
Danny Mackintosh linked up 
well after some beautiful play 
an they combined well in the 
penalty area before Mackintosh 
finished coolly past the strand-
ed Burgh keeper.

With the result of the match 
looking increasingly like a 
foregone conclusion, Andrew 
McLean found one final burst 
of energy to surge forward from 
midfield and slot neatly past the 
keeper to complete the scoring.

Resolute
For all of the home side’s at-

tacking play, the team’s resolute 
defensive exploits should not 
be overlooked as they managed 
to keep a clean sheet against a 
Helensburgh side in good form.

With the full-time score 
finishing 4-0, this result will 
give South Lochaber great 
confidence in the final stage 
of the season. The team sit in 
fourth place in the league with 

22 points, eight behind leaders 
Newshot and just three behind 
second-place Bellaire.

The Lochaber boys take on 
Bellaire in Kinlochleven this 
Saturday.

South Lochaber Thistle: 
Cooke, Kennedy, Lopez, Rodg-
er, Ferguson, Duncan, Noble 
(Morrison) Forbes, Mclean 
(C Cameron), Munro (Doull), 
Mackintosh (Tot).

Man of the match: John Fer-
guson.

Lochaber clubs hit 
by weather

THE WEATHER caused 
disruption for sports clubs in 
Lochaber at the weekend.

Fort William Football Club’s 
match against Nairn County 
was postponed due to snow 
on the pitch. The Fort’s next 
fixture is this Saturday (March 
10) at home to Buckie Thistle 
in the Highland League.

Lochaber Rugby Club’s match 
against Cowal RFC in Dunoon 
was also postponed due to 
the weather. The Banavie 
side are due to make the long 
trip south to play Moffat this 
Saturday (March 10), weather 
permitting.

The primary school shinty 
tournament, due to be held 
at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William, was also cancelled due 
to travel difficulties caused by 
the weather. 

Liberty bring Wheelers more pedal power

Liberty representatives handover the cheque to the West Highland Wheelers at Nevis Range. 
Photo: Abrightside Photography.

MORE youngsters from West Highland commu-
nities will get the chance to make their names as 
top mountain-bike competitors thanks to new 
sponsorship.

Liberty, part of the GFG Alliance, has contrib-
uted £1,000 to help train adult volunteers to coach 
young members of the West Highland Wheelers 
club in mountain biking skills.

The sheer popularity of the junior section of 
the club, which caters for six- to 14-year-olds, 
has stretched the resources of existing qualified 
coaches, meaning that many young people were 
having to join a waiting list to receive their bike 
training.

Doug Little, chairman of the West Highland 
Wheelers, said: ‘We have a thriving junior section 
and support like this ensures it can continue to go 
from strength to strength and no youngster needs 

to miss out. Whether they become big stars or not, 
they all benefit from this sport.’

He added: ‘I’d like also to express my gratitude 
also to the Lochaber Sports Association for their 
much-appreciated grant that will also fund train-
ing for leaders and ensure a healthy future for the 
junior section of the club.’

This is Liberty’s latest support package for 
cycling in the area following the company’s 
agreement recently to be a major sponsor of two 
showpiece biking events this year – the Loch Ness 
Etape on April 29 and the UHI Downhill event 
on June 2 and 3.

The Wheelers meet at Nevis Range on Satur-
day mornings from Easter till Christmas, and 
volunteers – mainly parents of members – take 
groups of children from age six to 14 on two-hour 
mountain bike rides around the trails.


