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TIMESLINE
Ballot error leaves 
electors no papers

Leisure trust seeks 
board members

Five CalMac crew allegedly sacked 
PEOPLE on Islay were in shock 
on Tuesday after five crew 
members were believed to have 
been sacked from a CalMac 
vessel that morning, leaving 
islanders without a ferry.

A spokesman for CalMac 
refused to comment on the 
matter – but said the boat was 
cancelled due to HR issues.

Unconfirmed reports from 
three sources say that five men 
were found to be under the 
influence of alcohol at work 
when tested as part of a routine 
monitoring of all staff.

Crew members are contracted 
not to be under the influence 
of alcohol while on shift and 
aboard the ship.

Within a crew member’s terms 
and conditions, it specifically 
mentions alcohol and drugs. A 
note in the May 25, 2015, board 
minutes refers to the policy, 
stating: ‘The main updates fo-
cused on bringing the permitted 
alcohol level into alignment 
with the current Scottish drink-
drive limit.

‘She also noted that the policy 
was very specific about what on 
duty meant in relation to the 
consumption of alcohol.’

One crew member told The 
Oban Times the incident was unu-
sual because people are so scared 
of being caught and instantly 
dismissed if they are found to be 
under the influence on shift.

He explained: ‘It is rare for 
crew members to take a drink 
on board because the conse-
quences are so severe. Almost 
everyone I know has a breathal-
iser to make sure they are never 
over the limit.

‘People do get off the ship when 
we are in port – and people have 
the opportunity to drink then.

‘Back in the old days we used 
to have great fun aboard the 
ship but quite sensibly the man-
agement brought in alcohol and 
drug testing in 2012 and re-ed-
ucated staff on the dangers of 
being drunk at work.

‘There are no warnings of 
dismissal, quite rightly. We 
wouldn’t allow someone to be 

in charge of a car while under 
the influence of drink or drugs. 
Why would we allow anyone to 
be aboard ship and under the 
influence? Five people were 
tested this morning aboard ship 
and we didn’t see them again.’

The Oban Times contacted 
CalMac and asked it to confirm 
the five dismissals and the drug 
and alcohol testing testing 
regime aboard the ship.

A CalMac spokesman replied 
saying: ‘We can confirm MV 
Isle of Arran has been taken out 
of service due to an HR matter. 
However, we have no comment.’

Residents on Islay had no fer-
ry for a day while the HR matter 
was sorted out.

THREE independent board 
members are being sought 
for the new Argyll and Bute 
Library and Leisure Charitable 
Trust, following Argyll and 
Bute Council’s decision to 
transfer library, sport and 
leisure services to a new char-
itable company.

Councillor Robin Currie, 
policy lead for community 
and culture, said: ‘These are 
vital services. This is a won-
derful opportunity to help 
shape their future. We want 
to progress the business in a 
sustainable way, by providing 
high quality services the pub-
lic values and trusts. The trust 
needs board members who can 
deliver this.’

The positions are unpaid but 
expenses will be paid. Email 
LLTrust@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

REPLACEMENT postal packs 
have been issued for the Crofting 
Commission election due to a 
number of the original packs 
having an incomplete address.

A spokesman from Western 
Isles Council, which runs the 
election on behalf of the Crofting 
Commission, said: ‘If you are 
one of the electors who receives 
a replacement postal pack, 
which should have arrived last 
weekend, you must complete the 
ballot paper contained within 
as the previously issued ballot 
paper has now been cancelled.’

Electors who do not receive a 
replacement pack are una� ected.

All electors are reminded to 
return their completed ballot 
papers by 4pm on Thursday 
March 16.

Bowling centre demolition 
will cause traffi c turmoil
OBAN town centre is bracing  it-
self for traffic chaos as a result of 
the demolition of the Hollywood 
Bowl building.

The lack of a traffic man-
agement plan for hundreds of 
tourists who board buses on 
Shore Street will cause turmoil 
this Easter, Oban Community 
Council claimed last week.

A no-stopping order has been 
placed on Shore Street until 
April 16 while the former indoor 
bowling centre is demolished 

to make way a new 81-bedroom 
Premir Inn hotel.

At a recent meeting, Oban 
Community Council  was told 
‘someone will be injured, or 
worse, if the council doesn’t sort 
this problem out’. The council 
vowed to raise it urgently with 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Witnesses to a situation the 
previous weekend said at least 
two buses blocked the street and 
elderly and infirm passengers 
were ‘all over the road’ with cars 
coming off the ferries almost 
‘ploughing straight into them’.

An incident with a bus parked 

on the corner by the Claredon 
Hotel stopped the traffic as the 
driver had locked up his vehicle 
and left for 15 minutes.

And another driver had moved 
cones placed on the road to stop 
buses parking and ended up 
blocking traffic while he waited 
for passengers to walk round 
from the ferry terminal.

Community council vice-chair-
man Duncan Martin said: ‘Last 
Sunday, there was a row of 
tour buses along the side of the 
road. It meant there were elderly 
folk in the middle of the road and 
there was chaos.’

Another community councillor 
said: ‘There is no way that the 
people who use these tour buses 
will want to walk to Atlantis 
to pick up a bus. Another plan 
needs to be put into action, and 
quickly before someone is killed.’

PC Jeremy Moore, who was at 
the meeting, said: ‘There would 
have been a traffic management 
plan that has not worked. We will 
monitor the situation.’

And residents agree,  saying 
Argyll and Bute Council’s traffic 
management plan for the dem-
olition and the construction is 
inadequate.

The plan is in place until Easter 
Sunday, April 16, and prohibits 
waiting, loading or unloading at 
any time between the kerbline of 
Campbell Street for 70 metres.

Mike Foster, a resident of Cran-
naig a Mhinister in Oban, raised 
the matter with The Oban Times.

He said: ‘When the new hotel 
opens, Oban will be clogged 
with traffic as no parking spaces 
for staff have been planned and 
there are not enough spaces for 
the number of visitor rooms.

‘I appreciate I might be wrong, 
of course, but perhaps our 
council members will each put up 

£25,000 as a surety and if Shore 
Street is blocked, then this will be 
paid to Oban Community Fund.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘To facilitate 
the safe demolition of the build-
ing on Shore Street, a temporary 
traffic regulation order is in place 
until April 16, 2017.

‘In the interests of safety, coach 
drivers are being advised they 
can park in Lochavullin Road or 
Longsdale Road and continue to 
use the two drop-off and pick-up 
spaces which remain in Shore 
Street. We apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Children –
and grans 
– turn 
back time
Dunbeg Primary pupils 
pretending to be Second World 
War evacuees took the train from 
Oban to Taynuilt on Tuesday, 
where they were met by, left to 
right, Granny Mary, Nanny D and 
Granny Wilma from their ‘host 
families’. The costumed children 
sang songs, carried gas masks, ID 
cards and ‘Spam’ sandwiches as 
part of the study project, which 
culminates in a trip to the Oban 
War and Peace Museum. For the 
full story, turn to page four or 
visit www.obantimes.co.uk.

Oban set to 
welcome 
refugees
A WARM welcome is being 
extended by the Rockfield 
Centre to some visiting groups 
of refugees this weekend.

Donations of soup, sandwiches 
and salad are being asked for by 
the Rockfield Centre.

The day trips are being organ-
ised by Paul Gibson, originally 
from Oban and now working for 
Rabbie’s Tours, which is provid-
ing the buses and the Rockfield 
is hosting lunch.

Around 20 people will be com-
ing for lunch on Saturday and 35 
on Sunday. 

The Rockfield Centre is look-
ing for volunteers to help cater 
for the visitors.

Donations of soup, sandwiches 
or salad would be welcome as 
well as any help on both days.

For more details get in touch 
with Rhona on 07555 342707.
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CROFTING COMMISSION ELECTIONS

VOTE
Catherine MacKinnon

Why? 
South West Highlands croft ers and the Croft ing Commission 

need a new face on the Board.  We need a fresh start. 

Contact me anyti me:  
email: catherinemackinnon@bti nternet.com  mobile: 07881603069

 VOTE for CATHERINE MACKINNON by 16th March 2017

Career:  Lifelong croft er, HIE  Lochaber Local Enterprise Company (LEADER manager), 
 UHI/Lochaber College (Business Development Manager),  inter-agency liaison,  
 community development & project facilitati on 

Qualifi cati ons:  BSc Hons Geography,  SVQ V Strategic Management, 
 HND Gaelic Language & Culture

Pedigree:  Born 1966, Catherine MacDonald, raised on the family  croft  in Bohunti n, 
 Lochaber.  Daughter, grand-daughter, great-grand-daughter (mar sin air adhart) 
 of Bohunti n croft ers and shepherds.  

What can I off er?
• pragmati sm, clear thinking, vision 
• honesty, integrity
• representati on of the best interests of croft ers 
• vigilance on Brexit challenges and opportuniti es
• positi ve partnership working for the greater good of croft ing, 
   not just for today but for tomorrow and for future generati ons  
• a voice and an ear for croft ers on the ground

Croft ing doesn’t 
have to be an 
uphill struggle… 

Use your vote NOW 
to get croft ing 
back on track 

Don’t bury your 
head in the sand … 

OT

Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Kilchoman Cross is 
well worth visiting
IN A hilltop cemetery overlooking 
Machir Bay on the north-east of the 
Rhinns of Islay stands the impressive 
8ft 4in, 14th-century Kilchoman 
Cross.

The burial place also contains what 
remains of the former Kilchoman 
Parish Church which ceased to be a 
place of worship 40 years ago. The 
now roofless church was built in 1827 
and served a then populous island 
district.

Gradual depopulation led to a 
drop in worshippers as more people 
moved to the nearby burgeoning 
Rhinns villages and began to wor-
ship at the St Kiaran’s church, situat-
ed between Bruichladdich and Port 
Charlotte, and which opened for 
worship in 1899.

The now derelict church replaced 
a medieval place of worship on the 
same site and deemed an unsafe 
building in 1824. No trace of this 
church remains but it would appear 
that it had been built in the mid 1300s 
and received dependent support 
from chapels at Kilchiaran, Kilnave 
and Nereabolls. It is likely that it also 
replaced an early Christian chapel 
dedicated in the 6th century to St 
Coman.

The identity of this particular Co-
man is a matter of some conjecture 

as a number of Christian saints op-
erated under this name. The current 
favourite among historians is the 
Saint Coman who was the nephew of 
the fourth Abbot of Iona.

The carvings on the Kilchoman 
Cross are particularly ornate and 
are similar to those practised at Iona 
Abbey. Among the carvings are a de-
piction of the crucifixion of Christ, 
while various early saints and angels 
dominate the cross arms.

Carved figures in a niche are 
thought to be Thomas and Patrick 
Beaton of the famous family of 
doctors and surgeons. Below these 
figures is an inscription in Latin 
which reads: ‘This cross is erected by 
Thomas, son of Patrick the doctor. 

It is for the souls of his father, his 
mother and his wife, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, and of the 
said ...’ At this point the inscription 
ends as if the carver had run out of 
room.

In the surrounding churchyard 
are numerous examples of medieval 
carved slabs and it is also the last 
resting place of Sir Lachlan Mòr 
MacLean of Duart, who lost his life 
at the battle of Loch Gruinart in 
1598.

The cross is placed on a stepped 
pedestal with depressions of various 
depths at the top step corners. 

Local tradition suggests that these 
depressions were used as wish-
ing wells by pregnant women anxious 
to give birth to healthy sons. A pestle 
used in these pre-natal ceremonies 
can still be found in one of the de-
pressions.

Some 320 metres from the ceme-
tery is another much smaller stone 
cross said to date from the around 
the ninth century. 

Why it was built so far from the 
churchyard is unknown. It has been 
suggested that it was placed beside 
a holy well and acted as a place of 
sanctuary for those escaping from 
justice.

The Kilchoman Cross, with its 
commanding views over Loch Gorm 
and the surrounding countryside, 
is well worth a visit as is the nearby 

military cemetery established fol-
lowing the loss of the HMS Otranto 
off Machir Bay in the closing weeks 
of the First World War.

Winning vocalist’s 
Bruichladdich gig
SCOTTISH vocalist Kathryn Joseph 
will complete her current Highlands 
and Islands tour on Saturday March 
18 when she appears in concert in the 
Bruichladdich village hall, at 8pm

The Aberdeen singer, composer 
and pianist is the first female vocal-
ist to win the prestigious Scottish 
Album of the Year award in 2015 
with her impressive album Bones 
You Have Thrown Me, And Blood 
I’ve Spilled, which brought rave 
reviews from the critics.

Her Highland tour was organised by 
Touring Network, a young arts promo-
tion group anxious to bring top class 
entertainment to rural areas.

Kathryn’s performances have 
been described as full of warmth 
and intensity, qualities which 
will be much in evidence at her 
Bruichladdich gig.

Turn to page 14.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore,  Islay PA43 7JX. 

Telephone: 01496 810 658.

Kilchoman Cross dates back to the 
14th century.

First Minister opens restored Lews Castle
THE £19.5m restoration of Lews Cas-
tle Museum and Archive in Stornoway 
was officially opened by Scotland’s 
First Minister on Monday.

At the project’s heart is a new 
museum nan Eilean, and Tasglann 
nan Eilean – the first public archive 
for the islands. The modern museum 
extension, with views over Storno-
way, the harbour and the minch, is 
described as an echo of the castle’s 
former glasshouses, and a visible 
symbol of its rebirth.

Since the public opening in July 
2016, more than 34,000 people have 
visited the museum, which examines 
the long human occupation of the 
Outer Hebrides, with a cinematic gal-
lery of the diverse landscapes, and an 
‘Eileanaich’ (islanders) gallery about 
life on the islands.

Six of the world famous Lewis 
Chessmen take their place as a 
centrepiece within the main gallery, 
through a partnership with the British 
Museum. The playing pieces, carved 
from walrus tusk and whalebone 

some 800 years ago, were discovered 
on Uig beach on the west coast of 
Lewis in 1830.

More than a third of the objects 
on display have been loaned by Na-
tional Museums Scotland, including 
archaeological finds from across the 
Outer Hebrides, a spectacular Viking 
hack-silver coin hoard and a three-
wheeled Morgan car from the 1920s 
which was the first private motor 
vehicle on Berneray.

The restoration of the Lews Castle 
fulfils a long-held aspiration of the 
local community to see the iconic 
building brought back to life. The 
19th-century castle had lain vacant 
for almost 20 years and was at risk 
by the time the initial repair works 
started in 2012.

The main public rooms on the 

ground floor have been restored to 
their Gothic Revival glory, including 
ornate plaster ceilings and a fabulous 
19th-century wall mural in the morn-
ing room.

The exception is the spectacular 
Adam-style ballroom, which Lord 
Leverhulme extended and remodelled 
in the 1920s and has been restored in 
that style. The ballroom and other 
public rooms have already hosted 
what is believed to the first wedding 
held at Lews Castle.

The final phase of the project has 
created luxury holiday accommo-
dation on the upper floors with 23 
bedrooms in a flexible configuration 
of individual suites and apartments 
with one to three bedrooms. The ac-
commodation is scheduled for launch 
by Natural Retreats in April.

AS PART of its series, Growing 
up in Scotland, the BBC is 
looking at stories of children in 
the 20th century who were sent 
by their local authorities to live 
within island communities for 
the sake of their welfare. The 
policy continued up into the 
1970s.

Gordon Bucher was one of 
those children. 

In the spring of 1961, when 
he was about eight years old, 
he and his four siblings were 
removed from their family 
home in Glasgow. After a year 
spent between children’s homes 
in the city, the youngsters were 
sent to live on Tiree.

Mr Bucher said: ‘My dad was 
more interested in gambling 
and drinking than paying the 
rent or looking after us, so we 
were boarded out. It wasn’t 
fostering because it wasn’t 
done with that level of love and 
affection.’

Initially, the move to the 
island proved to be somewhat 
traumatic for the children.

‘We were told we would all be 
housed together on the island 
but when we got there we were 
split up. My sister Jean and I 
were taken to a house in Barra-
pool.

‘Because we’d been lied to 
by the guardians who travelled 
with us, we thought we would 
never see each other again.’

However, Mr Bucher soon 
realised this wasn’t the case 
when he was re-united with his 
siblings at the local school.

In fact, he says he and his 

siblings had a good life on the 
island over the five years they 
spent there before moving back 
with their parents in 1966.

‘The life we had was far better 
than we would have had in 
Glasgow with my dad who just 
couldn’t keep away from the 
pub and the bookies.’

To this day Mr Bucher, who is 
a former army sergeant major 
now living in Hereford, goes 
back to visit Tiree as often as 
he can, so fond is the place to 
him despite the circumstances 
which took him there.

‘I call Tiree my home now,’ he 
added.

His story is told in the third 
episode of Growing up in Scot-
land: A century of childhood 
which airs tonight (March 9) at 
9pm on BBC Two Scotland.

Growing up on 
the isle of Tiree

Gordon Bucher.

An Lanntair shines light on 
Western Isles architecture
AN LANNTAIR and the West-
ern Isles Architects Group said 
they were excited to announce 
three nights of illuminations to 
celebrate the diversity of archi-
tecture in the Western Isles as 
part of the Building Our Islands 
project.

The light shows take place on 
Friday March 24  in Rodel and 
Saturday and Monday, March 
25 and 27, in Stornoway.

After a public vote as part 
of the 2016 Festival of Archi-

tecture, three buildings were 
selected – The Boatman’s 
Tower, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis; 
Nicolson Institute clock tower, 
Stornoway; and Store Girnal, 
Rodel, Isle of Harris.

Western Isles Architects 
Group chairman Stuart Bag-
shaw said: ‘The Western Isles 
Architects Group is proud to 
have created this project with 
An Lanntair, which has demon-
strated so much interest in our 
local built environment.

‘All buildings help to define 
our culture and this illumina-
tion event will help showcase 
what the islands have.

‘The architectural trail show-
ing notable buildings around 
the islands will be coming out 
soon and the Western Isles 
Architects Group and An 
Lanntair hope this Building 
Our Islands event will stimulate 
more discussion about what 
makes good architecture.’

Photographer John Maher 

said: ‘Talking to people I’ve met 
on my travels and researching 
some of the history associated 
with the buildings has been a 
fantastic experience. 

‘I hope my pictures will assist 
in delivering at least some of 
the additional insight into the 
history and culture of the Outer 
Hebrides that I’ve gained as a 
result of my involvement. 

‘I’m proud to have been a part 
of it.’

More details of local artists 

contributing to the illumina-
tions will be announced closer 
to the event.

The illuminations will take 
place in Rodel on March 24, 
with a lantern parade setting off 
from Rodel Church at 7.15pm 
and projections continuing until 
about 9pm.

The full schedule and route 
of the events will be available 
at www.lanntair.com, where 
lantern parade participants can 
book their free place.

Lifeboat evacuates patient
OBAN lifeboat launched on 
Friday March 3 to a medical 
evacuation from the Isle of 
Mull.

The RNLI vessel Mora 
Edith MacDonald was asked 
at 8.21pm, at the request of 
Stornoway Coastguard, to assist 
the Scottish Ambulance Service 
with the medical transfer of 
a patient suffering breathing 
difficulties.

The lifeboat departed Oban 

with two paramedics on board, 
arriving at Craignure by 9.05pm.

Following the transfer of the 
patient on board, the lifeboat 
returned to Oban, arriving back 
alongside her berth by 10.02pm. 
With the assistance of Oban’s 
coast rescue team, the casualty 
was transferred to a waiting 
ambulance.

Oban lifeboat was then refu-
elled and made ready for service 
again by 10.25pm.

Millennium baby comes of age
CARA MORRISON from Fionnphort on Mull won 
The Oban Times’ New Millennium Bonnie Baby 
competition in May 2000, and today (Thursday 
March 9) she celebrates her 18th birthday.

Her mum Sandra, dad Calum (the skipper on 
the Iona ferry) and brother Blair, an apprentice 
joiner, wish her a happy birthday.

Cara, currently in her last year in Oban High 
School, is planning a joint party on Saturday 
in Oban with her friend Abby, and, after her 
exams, to continue with her childcare course.

‘They grow up too quick,’ Brenda said.
To enter this year’s Oban Times Bonnie Babies 

competition, turn to page 17.

TIMESLINE
Islanders warned 
of email scam 

Last chance for 
congress funding
THE deadline for the 2017 Pe-
ter Howgate Award is rapidly 
approaching – March 31.

This award, granted by the 
International Association of 
Fish Inspectors, will fund the 
attendance of a young � sh 
technologist (under 30 years of 
age) to the IAFI World Seafood 
Congress 2017 (see www.
wsc2017.com), to be held in 
Reykjavik, Iceland, from Sep-
tember 10 to 13. Application 
forms are available from www.
peterhowgateaward.com.

Trading Standards at Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles 
Council) are advising consumers 
not to respond to a scam email 
titled Re: Council Tax Refund.

The message claims to be from 
tax.gov.uk and states you are 
being issued a refund of £341.04.

A spokesperson said: ‘This is 
a phishing email and our best 
advice is not to respond to it and 
to delete this message.

‘If you have clicked on the 
link marked FORM within the 
message text and have given 
any � nancial details, you should 
contact your bank immediately.’

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon MSP 
examines the Lewis Chessmen.
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POLICE FILES 
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Theft of wood
BETWEEN Friday and Monday, 
February 24 and 27, a quantity 
of treated wood was stolen from 
a building site at Glenshellach 
Business Park, Oban. 

Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact them.

Man made threats
ABOUT 11.45pm on Friday 
March 3, police received a 
report of a man from Connel 
receiving threats via phone 
and social media. A man aged 
19 was traced to a house at 
Creag Bhan village, Oban, and 
arrested and charged with 
threats. A report was submit-
ted to the procurator � scal.

Dangerous driving
ABOUT 6pm on Friday March 3, on 
the A816 near Kilmelford, a Volvo 
estate motor car was reportedly 
being driven at excessive speed 
and in a dangerous manner, 
causing another motorist to 
have to brake sharply to avoid a 
collision. Police are investigating 
the incident and are appealing 
for any witnesses or anyone 
with information to contact 
them.
 

Theft of baking     
BETWEEN 2am and 6am on 
Monday March 6, some rolls 
and cakes were stolen from a 
delivery left outside Dunollie 
Stores, Corran Brae, Oban. 
Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
information to contact them.

Car damaged
ABOUT 10.30pm on Saturday 
March 4, a car being driving 
from Connel Bridge into North 
Connel was struck by a piece of 
wood which had been thrown by 
someone hiding in the bushes. 
Police are investigating the inci-
dent and are appealing for any 
witnesses or anyone with any 
information to contact them.
 

Abusive behaviour
ABOUT 4am on Sunday March 
5, police received a report of a 
disturbance at a house in Rhu-
vaal Road, Oban. A man aged 
29 was arrested and charged 
with abusive behaviour and 
vandalism. He was held for 
court and a report was submit-
ted to the procurator � scal.

Speeding motorist
ABOUT 9.50am on Sunday March 
5, on the A82, near Bridge of Or-
chy, a motorist was stopped for 
allegedly exceeding the speed 
limit. The driver, a man, 20, was 
charged and a report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

Warned over drugs
ABOUT 2.50pm on Wednesday 
March 1, on Soroba Road, 
Oban, a man aged 35 was 
searched by police.  The man 
was allegedly found to be in 
possession of a small quantity 
of cannabis and was issued 
with a warning.

IF ANYONE has information 
in relation to any of these 
incidents, contact police on 101, 
or anonymously to Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111.

Man caught on CCTV 
passing cocaine to pal
A KILNINVER man has been 
fined £500 for passing cocaine 
to a friend.

Craig Handley, 22, of 
Bragleenbeg, pleaded not guilty 
to supplying cocaine at a li-
censed premises in Oban on July 
10, 2016, but was found guilty 
following a trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Wednesday March 1.

Questioning a witness about 
cocaine found on her person, 
procurator fiscal Eoin McGinty 
asked: ‘Who gave you the co-
caine?’ 

‘Craig,’ the witness replied.
Mr McGinty produced CCTV 

footage, described by a police 
officer as showing ‘the witness 
and the accused conversing at 
the bar. He reaches into his rear 
trouser pocket and recovers 
an item which he passes to the 
witness. She left the bar area.’

Defence agent Edward Thorn-
ton said: ‘I suggest to you he did 
not give it to you. You blamed 
Craig Handley to shift responsi-
bility onto someone else.’

‘I did not,’ she replied.
Mr Thornton asked Handley, a 

merchant seaman: ‘Did you give 
her coke?’

‘No,’ he replied. Referring to 
the CCTV footage, Handley 
said he reached into his pocket 
for ‘a wallet, to give her money’.

Mr Thornton asked: ‘You stat-
ed to police you had consumed 
cocaine that evening but denied 
supplying it to any third party. Is 
that the truth?’

‘Yes,’ he responded.
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 

said: ‘I am satisfied that you 
did supply [the witness] with 
cocaine. 

‘I found her a credible and 
reliable witness. I simply did not 
believe you.

‘This is clearly passing a bit of 
cocaine to a pal. It is illegal but 
it goes no further than that. Let 
this experience be a lesson to 
you.’

Sheriff Anderson fined Hand-
ley £500, payable at £100 per 
month.

Oban Hospice to open new  
centre in Stevenson Street
OBAN Hospice will be open-
ing a new drop-in centre this 
summer to support people with 
cancer and other life-limiting 
illnesses.

The charity has signed the 
lease on a property in Steven-
son Street, Oban, which will be 
called The Dove Centre.

It is scheduled to open in June 
or July of this year and will offer 
therapy, group sessions, and 
one-to-one support for those 
affected by palliative illnesses, 
including families and carers.

The charity is also hosting two 
consultations in the community 
in order to get the most out of 
the centre. 

They will take place on 
Wednesday April 5 and Tuesday 
April 11 between 2pm and 8pm 
at The Dove Centre.

Chairman of the Oban Hos-
pice board David Entwistle 
said: ‘We are looking forward 
to the centre opening and 
supporting local people. Every 
penny that is raised is spent on 

local people.’
The new premises have to be 

refurbished and Oban Hos-
pice is grateful to Oban Electri-

cal Services for its support and 
welcomes the help of other local 
tradesmen.

Councillor for Oban South 

and the Isles, and hospice board 
member, Roddy McCuish, said: 
‘As area committee chairman 
and board member, I am de-

lighted to support this project.
‘I think it is a major step 

forward having a presence right 
here in the centre of town.’

Oban Hospice has been raising 
money to support terminally-ill 
patients since 1997. It has funded 
the refurbishment of two rooms 
in Lorn and Islands Hospital, as 
well as a room for relatives.

It also runs a day care service, 
which operates in Lynnside 
Day Centre, Soroba Road, 
every Monday, excluding public 
holidays.

The charity is looking to 
appoint a centre co-ordinator 
for its new premises to support 
those who attend and to manage 
activities.

Applications are invited 
for the post and the closing 
date is March 24. The centre 
co-ordinator will work closely 
with the Oban Hospice com-
munity services co-ordinator, 
who assists those coping with 
life-threatening illness at home.

To get in touch, email enquir-
ies@obanhospice.org.uk or 
visit www.obanhospice.org.uk.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Board members Andreas Wol� , Anne May and Councillor Roddy McCuish at the new premises.

THE public have one more 
chance to scrutinise changes to 
UK parliamentary boundaries, 
which will see Argyll, Bute and 
Lochaber joined into a single 
constituency.

The Boundary Commission 
for Scotland’s review aims to 
reduce the number of MPs in 
Scotland from 59 to 53, as part 
of an overall reduction across 
the UK from 650 to 600.

According to the changes, 

Argyll and Bute, Highland and 
Moray council areas will con-
tain four constituencies instead 
of five.

MP Brendan O’Hara’s Argyll 
and Bute constituency bound-
ary will spread north past Fort 
William and Mallaig to form a 
larger Argyll, Bute and Loch-
aber constituency.

MP Ian Blackford’s Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber constituency will 
expand further east across the 

Great Glen to Inverness, forming 
the new constituency of Inverness 
and Skye. Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
will not be subject to change.

Comments received during 
the commission’s consultation 
on its initial proposals, as well 
the full transcripts from its five 
public hearings in November 
and December, have been pub-
lished for public scrutiny and 
further comment until March 
27, at www.bcs2018.org.uk.

IN The Oban Times of March 2, in an article headlined ‘Addition-
al homes are approved’ there was a reference to an application 
submitted by Argyll Community Housing Association for 13 
detached houses granted in 2014 in Barran, Kilmore, which was 
amended to turn three into six semi-detached homes. ACHA has 
never submitted an application for 13 detached homes.

Last chance to scrutinise boundariesElection nominations
ELECTION nomination papers 
are now available for anyone 
willing to stand for Ar-
gyll and Bute Council.

A 28-page candidate 
guide for potential 
councillors points to 
the ‘rewarding’ nature 
of being a councillor.

The introduction, 
by the council’s chief executive, 
says: ‘People from all walks of 
life are encouraged to stand for 

election so that the wide range 
of communities across Argyll 

and Bute are fully 
reflected and repre-
sented.’

Nomination packs 
are available from 
the Argyll and Bute 
Council website.

The period for lodg-
ing nominations runs from 9am 
on Tuesday March 14 until 4pm 
on Wednesday March 29.

Oban Times readers are 
invited to send in their 
photographs of mystery 
locations around Argyll for 
our new weekly competition 
to guess ‘Where is this?’
Here is an easy one to get 
you started: where is this? 
Clue: this feathered maraud-
er preys on � sh suppers.
The answer, and winner, 
will be published in next 
week’s paper and on our 
website, and any � endish 
photographs can be emailed 
to editor@obantimes.co.uk

How well do you know Oban? Where would you � nd this?
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Blarghour Wind Farm Public Exhibition
Coriolis Energy will be hosting public exhibitions to discuss a 
proposal for a wind farm on land at Blarghour between Loch 
Awe and Loch Fyne. The site is approx. 7km north west of 
Inveraray and 5km east of Dalvich. 

Portsonachan Village Hall
(PA33 1BJ) 
Monday 27th March 2017
3-8pm

Dalavich Community Centre 
(PA35 1HN) 
Tuesday 28th March 2017 
11:30am-7:00pm

At the exhibition you will have the opportunity to view 
information relating to the proposals, and members of the 
project team will also be on hand to answer any questions.
We welcome comments and suggestions that could help inform 
the design and layout of the proposed wind farm. Comment 
Forms can be completed on the day or returned as per the 
details below by no later than Tuesday 18th April.
(Please note that comments made will be to the prospective applicant, not the 
planning authority. There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the 
planning authority upon submission of an application.)

For further information please email  
info@blarghourwindfarm.co.uk or write to  
Coriolis Energy, Suite 406-407 Baltic Chambers,  
50 Wellington Street, Glasgow, G2 6HJ 
www.blarghourwindfarm.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council 
is complacent over bins
COMPLACENT. According to Cham-
bers Dictionary, it means 1. self-sat-
isfied; smug. 2. too easily satisfied; 
disinclined to worry.

It is the perfect term to describe the 
attitude of the leader of Argyll and 
Bute Council when it comes to the 
three-weekly bins collection system.

Dick Walsh told the council’s budget 
meeting recently that failing new system 
has ‘on the whole worked well’.

That beggars belief.
We put Mr Walsh’s view to our 

online readership. We asked on The 
Oban Times Facebook page: ‘Is the 
three-weekly bin collection working?’

The post reached 3,642 people and 
drew 21 comments or replies to com-
ments. Among them were the following.

Hannah Karpinski: No. I live next to 
a block of council flats and they have 
filled my bin as well as all their own and 
there are black bin bags lying next to the 
overflowing bins.

Craig Wathey: No, rubbish is piling up 
everywhere. The least they could have 
done is provide households with 3+ 
people an extra green bin

Willie Reid: Working out just great, 
for the rat population.

Nikki Warham: No. And don’t bother 

trying for a second bin I’ve applied at 
least 3 times and never heard back. I 
have 2 kids still in nappies and 2 dogs 
I pick up after everyday. I’m having 
to do a run to the dump regularly. Its 
horrendous.

Ian Rodgers: Funniest post I’ve seen 
in a while 

Murdo MacKenzie: No chance, Soro-
ba has become disgusting due to the bin 
situation. No jokes about Soroba being 
disgusting already please

In fairness, there were a couple of 
comments saying there had been prob-
lems but things were slowly improving 
but the vast majority were scathing of 
the council.

Maybe the system is better in Strachur 
or Helensburgh or Rosneath, but the 
bottom line is that in Oban it is still a 
hopeless mess.

Marketing Faslane 
is quite right
THE COUNCIL has also been taking a 
kicking for its part in the publication of 
a glossy brochure championing Argyll 
and Bute as a destination for military 
personnel. 

The cover of the brochure has a pic-
ture of a Trident nuclear sub and carries 
the message ‘Welcome to Argyll and 
Bute’, as well as the council’s logo.

The local authority has been pilloried 
for trumpeting weapons of mass de-
struction.

I think the council is quite right. Like 
it or not, the Faslane naval base and 
people who work there are vital to the 
Argyll and Bute economy.

Numerous businesses in the area 
depend on the base and its personnel 
– civilian as well as military – for their 
survival. 

Reader John Lamont posted on our 
social media: ‘Who needs hospitals 
public services and decent roads when 
we’ve Trident to keep us safe’.

That misses the point completely. 
Taking away the naval base would make 
not one jot of a difference to the funding 
available to the council for local services 
but would damage the local economy.

The council says the brochure is 
directed at attracting our military ser-
vicemen and women to the area and it is 
entirely right to sing the praises of this 
wonderful part of the world to anyone 
and everyone.

Provide a layby at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery
WE REPORTED on this page last 
week about the call from Oban Com-
munity Council for a new layby beside 
Pennyfuir cemetery to allow buses to 
stop safely to drop off passengers visit-
ing the graveyard.

Transport Scotland, a national gov-
ernment body, is responsible for that 
stretch as it is a trunk road. It says it is 
studying that part of the A85 between 
Oban and Connel. 

Near to the cemetery gates there is 
what is tantamount to a layby already, 
although there is no access because of 
kerbing and grass.

Come on, Transport Scotland, get 
your finger out. A layby would be inex-
pensive and easy to install. Get on with 
it.

What do you think?
Let me know what you think by writing 
to me at  The Oban Times, Crannog 
Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB, or by email to 
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Sean MacIntyre and Jim Lynch canvas opinion on the bins situation in Soroba.

Behind the scenes: Atlantis

THE energy and enthusiasm of the sta�  is what makes Atlantis spe-
cial but there is a whole other team of sta�  and volunteers working 
behind the scenes that you may not be aware of.

‘Behind the scenes’ will allow Atlantis users to see what goes into 
making a place like the leisure centre work.

And a lot of this is not the most glamorous, such as:

Toilets
We’ve been aware for several years that the toilets are starting to 

show their age. They’ve been cleaned within an inch of their lives 
over the past 25 years and now we’re looking to upgrade them. 
You’ll begin to notice the changes over the coming months.

Changing rooms
Both the wet-side (swimming changing rooms) and the dry-side 

really need a helping hand. Upgrading these areas is a major 
investment so we’re currently gearing up to raise funds for this 
project. We have formed a working group to do this and you’ll 
start hearing about our e� orts later in the year.

Parking
As the tourist season looms, we’re concerned about the parking 

problems that we have every year, which have been worsening 
in recent times. We’re working on a solution that will help our 
customers get parked. Watch this space.

Hot water
Our hot water is in, well, hot water. There’s a big set of pumps that 

gets the building’s hot water where it needs to be and we’ve been 
advised that the unit is near the end of its life. The replacement 
cost is £40,000 so we’re looking into whether there is any other 
way we can solve this problem.

Lighting
You may have noticed around the centre that some areas have 

brighter, whiter lighting. These are LED lights and cost substantial-
ly less to run than traditional bulbs. However, the cost to replace 
all the centre lighting is prohibitively expensive, so we’re replacing 
light units as they fail, and looking into ways to fund replacing all 
the lights with LEDs.

We’ve been able to complete the following in the past few weeks:

New front doors – we’ve been wrestling with this for a while 
because spending £4,000 on doors isn’t an easy decision, but 
when it became di�  cult to lock the building up at night, we knew 
it was time.

New front doormat – just inside those new doors.

New heat pump valves – replacing the old rusty ones which had 
become impossible to turn o� . We were able to do this in a way 
that avoided any closure to the pool.

Play project puts centre on the map
By Rock� eld Centre board 
member Alison Chadwick

THE Rockfield Centre is de-
lighted to see the culmination 
of an exciting project which has 
taken place over the past year.

The Oban Play Map, to be 
launched this month, was creat-
ed by the centre with input from 
families and community groups 
and will show places to take 
children to play – for free – and 
will give ideas of what to do, 
whatever the weather.

Cori Princell, co-ordinator 
of the play map, says the idea 
came after last year’s successful 
oral history project, A Postwar 
Childhood.

She said: ‘In so many of our 
interviews, people talked about 
the businesses they knew as 
children, and about all the 
freedom they had to roam and 
play outside. We were inspired 
to make a “memory map” based 
on the stories they told of Oban 
in the 1950s and 1960s.

‘We then thought of creating 
a new map showing where 
children and their families play 
today. 

‘So many people would like to 
get outside more than they do, 

and we’ve been given so many 
good ideas from families about 
just how to do that.’

The map will be launched at 
a special event at the Rockfield 
Centre on Saturday March 25.

Drawing for beginners and the 
Scratch Choir
DRAWING for beginners 
starts on Thursday March 9 at 
the centre with Val Hamilton. 
This is a chance to try your 
hand at drawing and runs for 
four weeks.

There are two courses. Val has 
already run several successful 
art courses and this is aimed at 
those who’ve always wanted to 
draw but never had the chance 
to try.

Meanwhile, the Scratch Choir 
is now a regular event and 
tomorrow (March 10) there will 
be a session from 8pm to 10pm, 
when the featured song will be 
The Only Living Boy In New York.

Drop in and learn to sing a 
song with everyone else from 
scratch in two hours. It’s infor-
mal and great fun.

International Women’s Day
AN INVITATION is extended 
to everyone to come and cele-
brate International Women’s 

Day this Saturday (March 11) 
from 2pm to 4pm.

Catherine Gillies will talk 
about Eilidh MacDougall, an 
influential historical figure 
from Oban. 

There will be poetry from 
local lasses, a favourite female 
writer book swap, refreshments 
and homebaking.

All proceeds will be donated 
to Argyll and Bute Rape Crisis 
Oban office.

Songwriting group March 
meetings
THE Rockfield Centre’s song-
writing group is an informal 
gathering open to anyone 
writing new music in the area. 
Come along and take part this 
today (Thursday March 9) and 
Thursday March 23 from 7pm 
to 9pm.

Free training opportunity 
for volunteers: basic first aid 
course – March 18 10am to 
5pm. Email Solvejg onsolvejg@
therockfieldcentre.org.uk.

Contributing ideas to the play map, were, left to right: Ceitidh 
Garvin, Kirsty Munro, Hannah Vick, Eilidh Kastner, Daniel May, 

Freya Bennett and Mark Hewitt.

Burn Supper proves huge success for high school pupils
As part of their Scottish studies, senior pupils at Oban High School put together an outstanding 

Burns supper with music, song and – most importantly – delicious food. The pupils from � fth and 
sixth year enjoyed the event, and gained experience in many di� erent areas of the curriculum.

Dunbeg youngsters 
travel back in time
PASSENGERS waiting patiently 
at Oban train station pulled out 
their smartphones in delighted 
surprise on Tuesday, when a long 
line of Dunbeg Primary School 
pupils arrived in costume, pre-
tending to be Second World War 
evacuees.

As part of a study project, the 
children put themselves in the 
shoes of their grandparents or 
great-grandparents, and im-
agined leaving Glasgow for the 
village of Taynuilt, where they 
were collected by three grannies 
from host families: Granny Mary, 
Nanny D and Granny Wilma.

Pupils dressed up in flat caps, 
sang wartime songs such as Kiss 
Me Goodnight Sergeant Major, 
and carried their gas masks and 
ID cards around their necks, 
alongside packed lunches of 
‘pretend Spam’ sandwiches and 
apples – which were rationed too.

They researched what life was 
like for real evacuees escaping 
German bombs in Scottish cities 
from 1939-45, and their families 
provided wartime stories and 
memorabilia.

One parent, Susan Simpson, 
said: ‘Both our girls were able to 
take items in that belonged to my 
Gramps Harvey, and share with 
their classes about his incredible 
bravery and sacrifice in the war. 
He was killed in street fighting on 
November 1, 1944, in Vlissingen 
in the Netherlands, saving the life 
of his friend and comrade in the 
process.

‘This whole study period has 
brought about so many family 
discussions about how the war 
shaped communities, society 
and our country, and I’ve been 
so impressed at how the school 
staff have enabled the pupils to 
immerse themselves in the reality 
of the period of history.

‘I would like to commend [head 
teacher] Sine McVicar and the 
staff for the incredible experience 
they’ve afforded our children.

‘Words cannot express how 
grateful we are to our girls’ 
teachers, staff and head teacher 
for the hard work, dedication and 
true devotion that they put in to 
teaching them. What lucky girls 
they are.’
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“The friendly staff 
did a great job 
very quickly ...”

“...and took all the old windows 
away leaving no mess.” 

- Alistair Gillies, Gorthleck

 

Five years ago a monumental moment 
in crofting happened…six crofters were 
elected to the Crofting Commission 
to see the internal workings of an 
organisation that had previously been 
led by government appointment.
The change was dramatic for the � rst 
time people who worked the land were 
on the committee of peers.
Who better to know how crofting 
should work than the crofters 
themselves?
However, the way crofting worked for 
government was not the way it should 
work for us - fair and equitably across 
the country.
It seems to me that those of us elected 
to serve were to be silent upon the 
commission - and not speak out about 
the things that we saw inside that 
organisation that were simply unfair.
We had six crofters who knew what 
had to be delivered to make the system 
work best.
Of course we saw issues such as one 
area being allowed to do one thing, 
while other areas were not allowed to 
do the very same thing.
A set of laws that were simply not 
adhered to universally across the 
country. A set of laws that needed to be 
vigorously tested.
While we all made some progress in the 
commission, I realised that we needed 
a governance review of the whole 
organisation . I had identi� ed a list of 
all the wrong doing and took it to the 
government saying that we had to have 
a external review in August 2016.

In response to my request a maelstrom 
blew up and what I got for it was 
attacks in the media, and abuse. 
However those who set out against 
me - calling for my resignation - did not 
have the rhino hide I seem to have. They 
couldn’t get rid of Colin Kennedy and 
here I am standing again.
Should you wish to retain an open, 
transparent, accountable and active 
area commissioner with your interests 
foremost in his mind, who will continue 
to strive to ensure the rights of crofters 
are recognised and that Crofters are 
treated in an equitable manner then 
vote for me.
It is time to look ahead, with the vote 
to leave the EU it is more important 
than ever that you have a representative  
who has vision  and understanding of 
the issues facing crofters who will � ght 
to the last and deliver for crofters going 
forward.
My in-depth understanding of the 
current regime  sets me apart from 
others  and be assured Colin . Kennedy is 
the candidate to continue  representing  
Argyll and Lochaber  who will ensure 
your voice is heard above others within  
the heart of Crofting.
As a real Highland crofter who continues 
to graft every day at the coal face of 
crofting  while also representing your 
interests.
Look out for the voting paper and return 
immediately , it only takes � ve minutes 
and in return for your vote  you will 
receive another � ve years of dedicated 
service.

Cailean MacUlarig
Do Ghuth ann an  Croiteireachd

Colin Kennedy 
Your voice in Crofting

Public warned about medicine telephone scam

New guide aims to help developers protect biodiversity

A TELEPHONE scam asking 
patients to swap traditional 
medicines for herbal ones at 
huge costs has been discovered 
in Argyll.

Members of the public are 
receiving the calls from people 

claiming to be from their GP 
practice, NHS Highland said.

The caller asks questions 
about medical conditions before 
going on to ask about specific 
medication and advising them 
to buy herbal remedies. Credit 

card details are then asked for. 
The medicines have been known 
to cost upwards of £200. When 
the criminals have taken the 
card details they are then used 
to pay for other items.

A spokeswoman for NHS 

Highland said: ‘Under no cir-
cumstances would the NHS or 
any company we work with be 
advising patients to buy herbal 
medication.

‘If contacted, alert the fraud 
team on 08000 151628.’

Register your 
defi brillator, 
urges the SAS
THE Scottish Ambu-
lance Service is appeal-
ing to communities in 
the Highlands to register 
their defibrillators on a 
dedicated website.

This will provide 999 
call-handlers with the 
necessary information 
to direct people to the 
closest defibrillator in a 
time of emergency.

Launching its Regis-
tration to Resuscitation 
campaign, the service’s 
national community re-
silience manager Murray 
McEwan said: ‘When 
someone experiences 
a cardiac arrest, they 
are unconscious and 
not breathing, or not 
breathing normally, and 
their life is in immediate 
danger, which is why 
these defibrillators are so 
important.

‘Currently, anyone can 
acquire a defibrillator 
and they are often based 
in community centres, 
sports facilities and other 
public places.

‘While there is no legal 

obligation to register 
defibrillators, the Scot-
tish Ambulance Service 
now has a dedicated 
registration website and 
we are appealing to local 
communities to ensure 
we know where these are, 
so when someone calls 
999 we will know where 
the nearest defibrillator 
is if it is required.’

The Registration to 
Resuscitation campaign 
is supported by the Brit-
ish Heart Foundation 
Scotland (BHFS).

BHFS director James 
Cant, said: ‘Suffering a 
cardiac arrest, outside 
of hospital, is our most 
common life-threatening 
medical emergency but 
only around one in 20 
people survive in Scot-
land. Fewer lives would 
be needlessly lost if more 
people felt confident 
using CPR skills and 
more defibrillators were 
available in public places.

To register a defibril-
lator, visit www.pad.
scottishambulance.com.

Trident used to 
tempt people to 
beautiful Argyll
A ‘WELCOME to Argyll 
and Bute’ brochure hoping to 
attract families to come and 
live in the region has been 
roundly criticised on social 
media and in the press for 
featuring a nuclear subma-
rine on the front page.

While many believe birds, 
mammals, music and culture, 
alongside fresh air and a laid-
back lifestyle, are top of the 
reasons to move to Argyll, 
the council put a picture of 
a Trident submarine on the 
front of its brochure launched 
last week.

The photograph released 
to the media last Wednesday 
showed council leader Dick 
Walsh with Scottish Secretary 
David Mundell MP holding 
the brochures in front of a 
banner reading: ‘Argyll and 
Bute – a great place to live, 
invest and visit.’

In response to criticism, a 
spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We are 
keen to welcome the Royal 
Navy personnel and their 
families who will be coming 
to Argyll and Bute over the 

next few years, and to ensure 
that there are benefits for 
both our local residents and 
our new families.

‘A photograph originally 
posted on social media 
featured a brochure. This 
brochure was produced spe-
cifically for people serving 
in the Royal Navy, not as a 
general guide to the area.

‘This is all about delivering 
opportunities for local 
people and navy families to 
build happy, prosperous lives 
together.’

However, readers of The 
Oban Times’ Facebook page 
didn’t agree with the council. 
One reader, Colin Campbell 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil ... you should be pulled 
over the coals for this one.’

While another, John 
Lamont, said: ‘Who needs 
hospitals public services and 
decent roads when we’ve 
Trident to keep us safe.’

Bill L Harvey, an Oban 
Times Facebook reader, add-
ed: ‘And I bet we paid for it!’
Opinion: Martin Laing – page 
four. Council leader Dick Walsh, left, and David Mundell MP have come in for criticism over the controversial brochure.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Lack of notifi cation sees Oban 
health consultation ‘deserted’
A CONSULTATION to steer 
the Health and Social Care 
Partnership was ‘deserted’, 
after the Integrated Joint Board 
failed to notify the public of the 
meeting through the press or on 
social media.

The events, of which Oban 
was the first, promised to allow 
people to have their say on the 
future services that people felt 

the IJB should deliver. One 
attendee said he only found out 
about the meeting by chance on 
the Monday afternoon.

Sam Leddy, a volunteer health 
representative told The Oban 
Times that there were 15 people 
at the meeting while he was 
there. 

He continued: ‘The people I 
spoke to enjoyed the meeting. 
But there was very little time to 
get ready for it as the informa-
tion about it was put out quite 

late in the day, especially for the 
Oban meeting.

‘But there are plenty other 
meetings around the area if an-
yone would like to be involved. 
As an older man, it is important 
that younger people get involved 
to make the decisions – other-
wise they will be made for you.’

Neither the IJB or the HSCP 
partnership has a website, but 
both have pages on Argyll and 
Bute Council’s pages. A post 
under the news section was 

updated on February 27 – two 
days before the meetings began.

It states: ‘We really want to hear 
your views and ideas on this over 
the next few weeks, especially 
in relation to what services are 
important to you and where you 
think we can do things differently 
to improve your experience of 
care and make more effective use 
of our budget.’

At the time of going to press, 
the first five of the eight meet-
ings had already taken place.

Kieron Green, chairman of 
the IJB, said: ‘We will be meet-
ing later this month to consider 
the Quality and Finance Plan 
for 2017/2018 which includes a 
number of proposals made by 
locality planning groups.

‘The event in Oban last week, 
along with others across Argyll 
and Bute, will help inform us of 
the priorities and views of the 
public on health and social care 
services.

‘It was important that we had 

this information prior to any de-
cisions being taken, and further 
engagement events will follow.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell added: ‘I think the IJB 
is trying to communicate with 
people but there is some way to 
go before that communication 
feels meaningful and is as help-
ful to the board as it should be. 
Meetings such as the series of 
“conversation cafes” , while well 
meant, don’t really cut it and 
appear to be gimmicks.’

ANYONE thinking about 
building, renovating or extend-
ing their property can benefit 
from a new guide published by 
Argyll and Bute Council.

The council’s Planning, Pro-
tective Services and Licensing 

Committee has approved the 
Biodiversity Technical Note, 
which helps protect and en-
hance biodiversity.

The guide, which is available 
on the council’s website, in-
cludes advice on the legal 

implications and how biodiver-
sity can be incorporated into 
development sites.

Councillor David Kinniburgh, 
the council’s policy lead for 
planning services, said: ‘The 
council’s Biodiversity Technical 

Note is designed to make the 
initial stages of the planning 
process easier.

‘It will help to ensure appli-
cants meet the requirements 
to protect biodiversity during 
the planning and development 

process. It is an extremely im-
portant document and will be 
invaluable in helping encourage 
high-quality development that 
will make a positive contribu-
tion to our exceptional biodiver-
sity and local environment.

‘The document will help plan-
ners and developers protect, 
conserve, enhance and restore 
our biodiversity.

‘It also provides essential in-
formation on what habitats and 
species require survey work.’

CalMac 
refutes 
claims of 
bullying
A FURTHER five CalMac 
staff have approached The Oban 
Times after last week’s story 
about bullying aboard the fleet 
of ferries.

The lack of staff members re-
porting bullying to management 
has struck a chord with members 
of the crew, with one staff mem-
ber saying ‘everyone has one 
story or another’.

Speaking about events of more 
than 10 years ago, one man said 
he had been subject to problems 
on board a ship in the past. 
While not wanting to be named, 
he urged people to go to their 
trades unions for support.

He said: ‘While I know that it 
is not compulsory that people 
are in the union, it does make 
a huge difference because the 
support offered is superb.’

A woman said: ‘While I have 
serious concerns about things 
that happen aboard the ship, 
I feel I cannot report it as the 
stories I have heard about reper-
cussions are terrible.’

A CalMac spokesperson said: 
‘CalMac Ferries reiterates its 
previously reported position 
that it takes the wellbeing of all 
staff – whether on shore or at 
sea – very seriously indeed and 
condemns any form of bullying 
or harassment at work.

‘We have robust policies on 
bullying and harassment and 
whistle-blowing, in addition to 
a formal grievance procedure, 
which is available to staff to 
raise any concerns they may 
have. Staff are also able to raise 
any concerns via their trade 
union representative should 
they prefer. 

‘It is possible to raise concerns 
outwith one’s usual reporting 
structure and we would encour-
age this if staff feel that their 
concerns could cause conflict, 
perceived or actual, if escalated 
via immediate line management.

‘We, therefore, continue to 
absolutely refute the claim that 
allegations of bullying are not 
treated seriously or managed 
appropriately. 

‘Furthermore, we strongly 
encourage any staff with con-
cerns to pursue any of the above 
reporting avenues as a matter 
of urgency, with the assurance 
of confidentiality and consider-
ation of any measures deemed 
appropriate. 

‘We remain concerned that 
crew members have continued 
to raise this matter through the 
media, which does not allow us 
to address any alleged issues in 
an appropriate manner.’
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WHITE VAN 
Man
ONE OF my favourite pastimes is listening to the 
music of Scotland and reading of her fine heritage.

When listening to the music and the renditions of 
our great nation, one of my favourite singer-rhymers 
is the late, great Andy Stewart.

My favourite is The Rumour – a song about the story 
of, you guessed it, a rumour.

The rumour in question joined a CalMac ferry, 
travelled throughout the Western Isles, across moor 
and mountain, gathering detail on its way and even-
tually arrived back at the place of its birth – much 
more interesting than when it all started.

‘So,’ you are saying to yourself, ‘where is White Van 
Man going with this?’

It all started with the Great Bin Crisis brought 
to our homes by Argyll and Bute Council, an issue 
that had been highlighted by The Oban Times several 
times.

I have been very vocal on the matter and went along 
to a meeting of Argyll Community Housing Associa-
tion and Argyll and Bute councillors which was also 
attended by several community representatives.

I was amazed to be told by the chairperson she had 
only heard of this issue a few days prior to the meet-
ing, whereupon she had decided to call the meeting.

Now come on. Did all the articles in The Oban 
Times fail to draw any attention to the matter? Did 
conversation in the street and online messages fail 
to impress on our councillors the seriousness of the 
matter?

Do councillors not talk to each other? Some coun-
cillors seemed to know about the problem – but not 
others.

Did several heated meetings of Oban Community 
Council mean nothing or are some councillors still 
sleeping at meetings?

I was informed by the chairperson of said meeting 
that she and a fellow council colleague had visited 
Soroba that morning and all was well. 

She said: ‘The bin lids were all closed.’
I asked: ‘Did you open the lids?’
Of course they hadn’t opened the lids.
For your information, the bin lids were closed 

because they were full and the community was trying 
to stop seagulls or rats from getting access to the bin 
contents.

Later in the meeting, the council admitted there 
wasn’t enough capacity in the bins at Soroba. A wee 
bit honesty goes a long way.

On another matter, it has become apparent over the 
past week or so that some councillors are becoming 
rattled over social media and its contents.

This is a bow with many strings. While social media 
can be a handy tool, a way of communicating, it is 
what is said on private sites that bothers me.

Having viewed comments by councillors, the only 
way I can relate to this is to give the following advice: 
‘Sweep your own doorstep clean before trying to 
sweep someone else’s.’ 

And while all this interaction is going on, if there 
is word of a rumour rather than fact – don’t pass it 
on. Don’t add to it. A rumour can destroy a person, 
or family and no-one wants to be held responsible 
for that.

THIS is the year of Argyll and Bute Council elec-
tions. Is it ‘time for change’? Who knows?

I have a story for you.
Several months ago I spoke to a friend who has 

become a councillor. I said to this person I thought 
he had changed since he became an elected member.

He explained that when you become a councillor 
there are things you can say and there are things you 
cannot say.

My take on that is simple. If you are elected to the 
post of councillor, you are there to serve to the best 
of your ability. If what you say is true, you need never 
be afraid of making comment. I get the feeling politi-
cal blackmail is alive and well. To be elected to speak 
for the people and then to be silenced is disgraceful.

That is why I will never stand for the council. I 
would not allow anyone to tell me what I can and 
cannot say.

In other words, you guessed it again, I wouldn’t be 
able to keep my mouth shut!

Remember folks, leave your moan after the tone.
George Berry

A SHARE offer set up in January to raise funds for 
a new community-owned hydro scheme on the River 
Avich has already raised £50,000.

Following successful schemes in Applecross and 
Sunart, Dalavich is raising funds to bulid its own hydro 
scheme. A small team of keen volunteers from local 
villages has set up Awesome Energy (Dalriada) Limited 
based at Dalavich post office.

The aim of the group is to build a 350kW run-of-river 
hydro scheme, install a microgrid fed by the hydro and 
manage the supply and demand of the renewable scheme 
for the benefit of the community.

In a ballot held for the National Forest Land Scheme, 90 
per cent voted to lease land for the hydro from Forestry 
Commission Scotland. The share offer explained: ‘The 
project will only go ahead if we raise at least £400,000 of 
the £1.2m project cost from this share offer. You can buy 
any multiple of £25 shares from £250 to £100,000.

‘Projected green energy generation is 1149 MWh per 
year, producing average net profits of £85,000 per year 
for 20 years. These profits will be gifted to our local 
charity.’

Committee member Chrissie Sugden said: ‘It feels 
good to be making a positive contribution towards 
addressing climate change and I am especially pleased 
the hydro profits will help local people make decisions 
on future community development, instead of being 
dependent on distant funding bodies who don’t always 
understand local issues.’

Dalavich

THERE will be major changes to Rothesay and 
Dunoon’s historic town centres after the council secured 
more than £1.5 million of funding from Historic Envi-
ronment Scotland. Rothesay’s seafront will benefit from 
£500,000 of repairs and improvements, and £1,002,348 
has been secured for regeneration work in Dunoon.

Rothesay and Dunoon

Arinagour

PASSENGERS flying between Coll and Oban unex-
pectedly ended up speeding to the mainland by sea last 
week after their plane landed with a burst tyre on the 
island’s runway.

The scheduled Hebridean Air Services (HAS) plane 
landed with ‘a completely flat tyre’ on Coll after 3pm on 
Wednesday, which had either burst taking off in Oban, 
in mid air or on landing, an HAS spokesperson said.

No one was hurt in the incident. In fact, he added, 
‘passengers would not have even noticed. One of the 
passengers said there was a puff of smoke, but that’s 
normal as planes land.’

The crew and passengers disembarked from the air-
craft, and the seven passengers waiting at Coll airport 
to fly back to Oban were given the option of staying the 
night on the island, or travelling home by a specially 
commissioned RIB, which they all chose.

‘We do not know what caused the deflation,’ the 
spokesperson said, but an answer is expected when the 
wheel is stripped down at the company’s base in Cum-
bernauld. ‘It has happened before,’ he added. ‘It is an 
inconvenience, for which we apologise.’

Coll

Dalmally

Appin

AFTER being a prominent 
part of the community 
for more than 60 years, 
Tyndrum’s village hall will 
close its doors at the end of 
May.

The hall, which has been 
used in the past to host 
ceilidhs, sports events, 
bridge nights and children’s 
parties, has fallen into a 
state of disrepair.

The building, which was 
built in 1953, is no longer 
taking bookings, though  
existing ones will be hon-
oured.

‘The hall is no longer cov-
ering costs and is in need 
of urgent repairs,’ Kelda 
Platt, a member of the hall 
and voluntary committee, 
said.

‘We feel we need to close 
before it becomes unsafe or 
unfit for use by the public. 
It has not been an easy 
decision.’

Committee members are 
now considering their 
options, including selling 
the land and investing the 
money in the community.

Other revenue-generating 
ideas are being examined, 
which would allow the space 
to continue to be used as a 
community centre.

These include re-opening 
the facility as a wedding 
and events venue, as a gym, 
or as a bunk house.

Mrs Platt said: ‘Our next 
step is to apply for funding 
for a feasibility study to 
fully scope the options, 
explore new possibilities 
and allow the committee to 
present to the community 
with some exciting ideas, 
on which they can vote.

‘Though we are prepared 
that it may not be possible 
to keep our hall, we do 
feel that it is an asset 
worth fighting for, with 

the potential, if used, to 
be back at the heart of our 
community, which does not 
have a school or a church.

‘It has a wonderful 
character and an intimate 
“old hall” style. Any event 
always feels friendly and 
makes a big difference in 
bringing our community 
together.

‘We are excited about 
what the future might hold 
for the hall, and would 
welcome any support from 
members of the community 
who would like to be in-
volved with the project.’

For more information, 
or to be involved, contact 
tyndrumvillagehall@hot-
mail.com or visit the hall’s 
Faceook page.

End of an era for Tyndrum village hall

Dalmally youngsters host 
book sale for World Book Day

The village hall is in urgent need of repairs.

APPIN SWI met in Port Appin Hall on Thursday 
February 16 when president Doreen Evans welcomed 
the speaker for the evening, Liz Gaffney Whaite of 
‘heartfeltbyliz’.

As Liz was explaining the process of handfelting, her 
able assistant Carla modelled some of the fashion items 
made using this technique.

After an extremely enjoyable and interesting presenta-
tion members had the opportunity to have a go at a piece 
of handfelting which was great fun and, with a little help 
from Liz and Carla, everyone had a sample to take home.

After tea, Brenda Macleod called on members to give 
Liz a hearty vote of thanks for an excellent evening.

PUPILS at Dalmally Pri-
mary School shared their 
love of reading with their 
neighbours in World Book 
Day last Thursday, hosting 
a bring and buy book sale at 
the local community centre.

The busy event raised 
more than £160 for Book 
Aid. 

As well as the sale of do-
nated children’s and adults’ 
books, there was a cafe, a 
face painting stall, a ‘book 
doctor’ reading advice 
station, and a stall selling 
bookmarks that pupils had 
made.

Babies and toddlers from 
the village joined nursery 
pupils for a special Bookbug 
song and story session, led 
by primary seven pupils, 
and they all had the chance 
to enjoy some quiet reading 
time together in the cosy 
‘reading den’ tents after-
wards.

The event was organised 
by primary six and seven 
pupils, assisted by their 

primary four and five class-
mates, and supported by 
their student teacher. 

They were responding 
to a challenge to run an 
enterprise project with a 

book theme, and also chose 
the charity to benefit them-
selves.

‘It was fantastic to see 
such enthusiasm from all 
the children involved,’ said 

principal teacher Gemma 
Robertson. 

‘They took their roles and 
responsibilities very seri-
ously and we are extremely 
proud of them.’

Workshop hits the right notes

Recently at Taynuilt village hall, 30 singers from various parts of Argyll took part in a harmony singing workshop, 
under the auspices of ‘Scotland Sings’, with tutors and well-known musicians Rory Haye and Maeve MacKinnon. 
During the workshop, three new songs from top songwriters Eric Bogle, Rab Noakes and Alyth McCormick kept 

the singers busy. The event was voted a success.

DALMALLY-BASED charity Mary’s 
Meals has expanded its school feeding 
programme into Syria to help long-suffer-
ing children rebuild their lives following 
years of brutal civil war.

The school feeding charity, in partner-
ship with the Dutch organisation Dorcas, is 
working in six schools in Aleppo, providing 
nearly 1,500 children in Syria with a daily 
meal in their place of education.

In a country where 1.7 million children 
are out of school and 69 per cent of the 
population are living in extreme poverty, 
the Mary’s Meals school feeding pro-
gramme is designed to encourage children 
– who have endured unimaginable trauma 
– into the classroom where they can receive 
a nutritious meal and an education.

Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, Mary’s 
Meals’ founder and chief executive, said: 
‘After a four-year battle for Aleppo and 
tens of thousands of deaths, the siege – at 
least for now – is over. At last, children 
have the chance to start regaining their lost 
childhoods.

‘Through Mary’s Meals, both the imme-
diate, desperate needs of today and the 
longer term necessity of education will be 
nourished and nurtured through each meal 

served by local volunteers.  The promise of 
this simple meal, made possible by the con-
tinuing love and generosity of Mary’s Meals 
supporters all over the world, will provide 
hope and encouragement to communities 
taking their first tentative steps on a very 
long and uncertain road to recovery.’

The expansion into Syria follows the 
charity’s pilot programme in Lebanon 
where, alongside its regional partner Dor-
cas, Mary’s Meals began providing daily 
meals to Syrian refugee children and their 
Lebanese classmates in a school near the 
capital, Beirut, last year.

Lebanon is hosting 1.5 million refugees 
from Syria; two-thirds of the refugee chil-
dren are not in school and 74 per cent of 
refugee families are food insecure.

With Lebanese and Syrian mothers 
volunteering side by side to implement 
the school feeding, the programme has 
been extended to reach children at the 
Bourj el-Barajneh refugee settlement in 
the southern outskirts of Beirut, bringing 
the total number of children benefiting 
from Mary’s Meals in Lebanon to 1,430.

Mary’s Meals’ provides daily meals to 
more than 1.1 million children every day 
they attend school.

Call the 
Oban 
Times 

newsdesk 
on 01631 
568000

ARINAGOUR school’s primary four, six and seven 
pupils enjoyed four trips to the Coll Hotel to participate 
in junior chef training sessions.

With the guidance of owner and chef Julie Oliphant, 
chef Graham Griffiths and hotel manager Laura Oliph-
ant, the pupils developed skills in food preparation. They 
identified ingredients, units of measure and equipment 
used in the cooking process. They also learned about 
cleanliness, hygiene and safety.

P1 and P2 pupils joined the senior pupils as guests to 
sample the meals that had been prepared.



Thursday 9 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
OT

www.facebook.com/obantimes

David MacDonald was a huge supporter of Fort William FC and well known in the town. 

THE LATEST stage in the GFG 
Alliance’s planned development 
of Lochaber smelter got under 
way on Friday (March 3) when 
discussions began over the 
proposed alloy wheel plant at the 
site.

Fergus Ewing, cabinet secre-
tary for rural economy, chaired 
a meeting of the newly formed 
Lochaber Delivery Group 
(LDG), which aims to support 
the setting up of the new plant 
over the next couple of years by 
providing housing, training and 
infrastructure.

The LDG, made up of High-
land Council, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and other 
public sector bodies, met with 
GFG Alliance executive chair-
man Sanjeev Gupta to discuss 
the plans to safeguard jobs and 
boost the local economy.

Mr Gupta said: ‘I’ve never seen 
so many public bodies coming 
together. It’s very encouraging. 
People here are enthusiastic 
about making this work.’

Training and employment was 
a major focus at the meeting, 
with representatives from West 
Highland College and Skills 
Development Scotland present.

Mr Gupta said he would like to 
employ and train as many local 
workers as is feasible.

He said: ‘Local people are in 
the best place for us. We will 
be mapping the skills that we 
need and where we can get them 
from. There will be some very 
specialised jobs and this is not 
a very industrialised part of the 
country so we will need to cast 
the net wider and hire from other 
areas as well.

‘We will be looking for a very 

SECONDARY students in 
Lochaber may soon have a 
four-and-a-half-day week 
thanks to new timetabling 
plans.

According to the Highland 
Council, a decision to move 
towards the 33-period week 
was made back in 2014, fol-
lowing much discussion about 
the educational benefits, and 
in particular the importance 
of sustaining rural education.

A spokesperson added: ‘It is 
the council’s intention to move 
towards a common time tabling 
format as this will allow wider 
access to senior courses for 
Highland pupils. The first 
stage of this process is to move 
all secondary schools to the 
33-period week and will finish 
early on a Friday.

‘All Highland secondary 
schools will be on a 33-period 
week from August, which 
takes place over 4.5 days.’

INVERLOCHY residents 
wanting to use the post office 
services will have to continue 
travelling into Fort William 
two months after the branch 
closed unexpectedly.

The branch has been closed 
since January 10 due to an 
‘operational issue’, according 
to a Post Office spokesper-
son, but the shop remained 
open. However, it has now 
closed. Visit www.obantimes.
co.uk for full story.

THE LIFE of a ‘true gentleman’ 
and ‘genuinely nice guy’ will be 
celebrated today (March 9).

Former vice-chairman of Fort 
William Football club (FWFC) 
David MacDonald tragically 
died last week.

Described as a football 
stalwart, David was a regular 
contributor of sports reports 
to The Oban Times. His funeral 
mass is to take place at St 

John’s Church in Caol at 11am.
FWFC wrote on its Facebook 
page on March 2: ‘It is with 
deepest sadness and sorrow 
that we announce the passing 
of our friend and former vice 
chairman, David MacDonald.

‘David was a stalwart sup-
porter of Fort William FC and 
contributed in so many ways to 
the club, as match day reporter 
and announcer, historian and 

social media coordinator. 
David’s shouts of “Refereeee!”, 
when he disputed the decisions 
of the match day official, will 
forever echo around Claggan 
Park.

‘Our thoughts today are with 
his family. David, we will all 
miss you.’

The Oban Times offers its sym-
pathy to the family, friends and 
colleagues of Mr MacDonald.

Lochaber smelter boss delighted 
at public sector bodies’ support 

specific skill set which is hard to 
generate as there’s no national 
pool. Training somebody will 
take over a year if we are starting 
from scratch but we have a cou-
ple of years to get this done. All 
of the training will be done in the 
Highlands.’

Addressing the skills gap is key 
for the business and the main 
focus of the Gupta family trust, 
which works to provide young-
sters with training and access 
to courses to build skills and 
knowledge.

Mr Gupta added: ‘It’s a 
24-month process to get fully up 
and running but we have already 
started advertising jobs.’

In terms of infrastructure, Mr 
Gupta emphasised the impor-
tance of a local port and said 
work would be done to improve 
the port at Corpach for the pur-
poses of importing and exporting 
goods from the smelter and alloy 
company. He also said that road 
and rail links would have to 
be looked into, and Transport 
Scotland was also represented at 
the meeting.

Highland Council leader Mar-
garet Davidson said this is ‘the 
largest inward investment project 
which the Highland Council has 

KATIE CARABINE
kcarabine@obantimes.co.uk

Funeral set for football stalwart

Half day 
Friday 
plans for 
high school

Inverlochy 
post offi ce

dealt with in Lochaber and one of 
the largest ever in the Highlands’.

She added: ‘It shows that 
the area is very much open for 
business. The Lochaber Delivery 
Group is an excellent innovation 
and the council is pleased to be 
part of taking this transforma-
tional project forward.’

Charlotte Wright, interim 
HIE chief executive, said: ‘The 
delivery group has an important 
role in helping to facilitate the 
company’s growth in Lochaber 
and I am very pleased to be part 
of that.’

The LDG will meet again in 
May and communication is to be 
kept open with various commu-
nity groups.

During his visit, Mr Ewing also 
switched on one of the new £10 
million bio-diesel plants at the 
smelter, which will boost renew-
able energy onsite, making it the 
UK’s greenest metal-production 
factory.

These bio-diesel power plants 
will help production to be sus-
tained during drier spells and 
will also supply the grid when 
needed.

This is part of a nationwide 
network of planned plants, which 
are a key aspect of the GFG Al-
liance’s Greensteel strategy for 
environmental metal production 
and also includes recycling of 
scrap and used metals.

Mr Ewing said: ‘This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for Lochaber. In nearly three 
decades in politics, there has 
never been an opportunity that 
is so ambitious and exciting, and 
it’s terrific to be here at the birth 
of it.’

He added: ‘It fits with the 
natural resources we have here 
in Lochaber and plays to our 
strengths.’

Fergus Ewing with Sanjeev 
Gupta. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image
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Winter storms have caused 
some damage at No 8...

Oh no, and the cold was 
whistling through that 
draughty front door too 
last night. I can’t wait 
for our beautiful new 
Cairngorm door to be 
fitted!

Hi Lisa, that terrible 
wind last night has 
broken one of the 
glass panes in the 
greenhouse.

Lisa, that’s good 
thinking!

What is Mike...
...Mike?

Cairngorm!!
I’ll pop down 
and get 
them to cut 
a piece of 
glass for the 
greenhouse!
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Look at how far we’ve come...
THE WEST COAST is both 
cursed and blessed by its 
transport, but a quick look 
over the past century reveals 
just how much it has improved.

A giant photograph printed 
on April 1, 1939, recorded a 
vanishing scene on Benbecula: 
‘A group of islanders waiting 
at Creagorry for the ferry boat 
to take them and their goods 
across the ford to South Uist. 
Work has now begun on a 
project to span the ford with 
a road bridge costing over 
£30,000. 

‘When completed, it will 
greatly improve communica-
tion between the two islands 
and allow Benbecula easier 
access to the port of Lochbois-
dale in South Uist.’

Before the new bridge, island-
ers crossed to Benbecula via 
the south ford linking it with 
South Uist, and the north ford 
to North Uist. One English 
visitor noted in the 1880s that 
the state of the fords replaced 
the weather as the main topic 
of conversation on Benbecula.

The first improvement came 
at the south ford in 1942, with 
the completion of the 800m, 
eight span, concrete, single-
lane bridge crossing from 
Benbecula across Creagorry 
Island to South Uist. 

After it began to deteriorate 
in the 1970s, the bridge was 
replaced by the south ford 
causeway, which was opened 
in a severe gale in 1982.

The problems at the north 
ford persisted, because during 
significant parts of the tide 
cycle, it was too wet to ford, 
but not wet enough to cross by 
ferry. 

Finally, in 1960, came the 
causeway, a five-mile arc 
of single-track road linking 
North Uist and Benbecula via 
the island of Grimsay. At last 
motorists from Lochmaddy 
could reach Lochboisdale 
within a day – a feat unheard 
of until then.

The Oban Times announced 
the launch of the motorship 
MV Locheil on April 15, 1939, 
a new mail boat operated 
by David MacBrayne Ltd, 
replacing the MV Pioneer on 
the West Loch Tarbert to Islay 
service. She came equipped 
with a strengthened deck to 
carry cattle, automobiles and 
a four-inch gun, as well as 
dining and smoking rooms.

MV Lochiel started her 
career running between Oban 
and Fort William, until the 
West Loch Tarbert pier was 
modified for her length and 
draught, and she tripped be-
tween Port Askaig, Port Ellen, 
Craighouse on Jura, Gigha 
and, latterly, Colonsay.

MV Locheil hit submerged 
rocks in West Loch Tarbert 
on October 8, 1960, and 
sank, but she was refloated 
and repaired, becoming 
MacBrayne’s last surviving 
mail boat, retiring in 1970. 

Her last years were spent, ig-
nominiously, as a floating bar 
in Bristol called Old Locheil, 
where she remained until she 
was sold for scrap and broken 
up in December 1995. 

A memorial garden for MV 
Locheil was planted for her in 
Port Ellen, Islay.

‘By Tummel and Loch 
Rannoch and Lochaber I will 
go...’ is a familiar line in the 
traditional Scottish song, The 
Road to the Isles. 

The A830 is surely one 
of Scotland’s finest drives, 
stretching 46 miles from Fort 
William to Mallaig through 
Bonnie Prince Charlie coun-
try, passing Corpach, Glen-
finnan, Morar and Arisaig, 
following the shoreline of 
Loch Eil and Loch Eilt, and 
ending at Mallaig harbour and 
the ferries to the isles of Skye, 
Rum, Eigg, Muck and Canna, 
and the Knoydart village of 
Inverie.

Originally, it was an ancient 
cattle droving road, leaving 
General Wade’s military road 
from Stirling to Inverness at 
Tummel Bridge, and linking 
island grazings to the southern 
burghs and markets of Stirling 
and Falkirk. 

The engineer Thomas Tel-
ford opened up the district of 
Morar, Arisaig and Moydart 
further when he directed 
the government to build the 
‘Parliamentary Road’, or the 
‘Loch na Gaul’ road, between 

Banavie and Arisaig in 1803. 
On April 18, 1959, The Oban 
Times reported: ‘Work began 
on the reconstruction of the 
Fort William-Mallaig road. 
The picture, taken at the Stage 
Inn, Glenfinnan, showed a car 
crossing a temporary Bailey 
Bridge spanning the burn by 
the side of the hotel.’

The once twisting and tortu-
ous road is now a double track, 
but until 2009 the section be-
tween Arisaig and Lochailort 
was the UK’s only single-track 
trunk road, apart from a small 
section of the A887 near In-
vermoriston. 

A satirical song, The 8-3-0, 
written by Ian McCalman, 
lampooned its single-track 
status.

This week, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks at how transport links have improved over the years

Excerpts from The Oban Times 
recall the launch of the 

MV Lochiel, right, the new 
bridge for Benbecula, top 

right, and the reconstruction 
of the Mallaig road, far right. 
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The wonderous 
island of Sta� a
THE LURE of Fingal’s Cave 
has drawn thousands of people 
to the tiny island of Staffa for 
centuries. Lying in the Atlantic 
west of the Island of Mull and 
about six miles north of Iona, 
Staffa has won as much acclaim 
as any other natural feature in 
the world.

The name goes back to the 
time of the Vikings. It comes 
from two old Norse words: 
‘Stafr’ – pillar or post and 
‘ey’ – an island. Hence ‘pillar 
island’, from the lofty hexago-
nally-jointed basaltic columns 
on the south side of the island, 
reminding them perhaps of 
their own houses, which were 
built from vertically placed 
tree-trunks.   

Staffa was formed about 60 
million years ago when a vol-
cano on Mull erupted, spewing 
a huge volume of lava west-
wards into the sea. Through 
time this deep, soft rock, was 
eroded and dispersed by wind 
and tide, leaving it and several 
neighbouring islands isolated 
from the mainland.

Staffa is made up of three 
different layers of rock. The 
lowest is ‘tuff’ – a geological 
term for volcanic dust and ash; 
the middle comprises columns 
of molten lava; and on top sits a 
jumble of broken columns and 
other geological debris covered 
by a layer of rich soil and grass. 

Through time the prevailing 
south-westerly waves found 
weaknesses in the tuff and 
gradually gouged out three 
great cavities on the south side 
of the island of which the 227ft 
deep and 60ft high Fingal’s 
Cave is the most well known.

One of the most frequent 
questions asked by visitors to 
Staffa is: ‘Why did the great 

opening we know today as 
Fingal’s Cave come to be called 
after a mythical Irish giant?’

The cave’s original Gaelic 
name was Uamh-Bhinn (Gaelic, 
the ‘cave of melody’) and 
became known by its present 
name only after it was publi-
cised by the renowned scientist 
Sir Joseph Banks when he 
called in on his way to Iceland 
in 1772.  

Banks, who accompanied 
Captain Cook on his epic 
voyage to Australia in 1768-71, 
mistakenly thought ‘Bhinn’ 
(pronounced Finn) was an 
abbreviation of Fingal, who 
is credited with building a 
causeway between Ireland and 
Scotland. The name stuck. 

Banks was so overwhelmed 

by what he saw that he wrote: 
‘Staffa, which is reckoned one 
of the greatest natural curiosi-
ties in the world, is surrounded 
by many pillars of different 
shapes, such as pentagons, 
octagons, etc. 

‘There is a cave on the island; 
the whole sides are solid rock 
and the bottom is covered 
with water 12 feet deep. The 
Giant’s Causeway in Ireland, or 
Stonehenge in England, are but 
trifles when compared to this 
island.’

Almost overnight Staffa be-
came one of the most popular 
visitor destinations in the world.

Hot on the heels of Banks 
came Faujas de Saint-Fond (a 
noted French geologist), then 
Sir Walter Scott, who made 

two trips to Staffa in 1810 and 
1814. After Scott, in the list 
of famous visitors, came the 
20-year-old Felix Mendelssohn, 
who arrived on August 7, 1829, 
on the paddle steamer The 
Highlander along with his 
friend, the celebrated German 
author Ernst Klingemann. 

Despite being violently sea-
sick on the way from Oban, the 
sight and sound of the Atlantic 
making weird echoes in the 
cave inspired Mendelssohn to 
write his Hebrides Overture 
Opus 26, commonly known as 
Fingal’s Cave.

Other 19th-century celebri-
ties followed, including Queen 
Victoria accompanied by 
Prince Albert, the Princess 
Royal and the young Prince of 

Wales (later King Edward VII), 
J M W Turner, John Keats, Wil-
liam Wordsworth, Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, Jules Verne, Robert 
Louis Stevenson and David 
Livingstone, the missionary 
and explorer whose grandfather 
had lived on the nearby island 
of Ulva. 

Although no-one now lives on 
Staffa, it was not always so.

When Sir Joseph Banks 
landed in 1772 there was only 
one occupant – a herdsman who 
invited him to spend the night 
in his little house. Leaving his 
companions in a tent, Banks 
agreed but regretted it because 
not only did his host keep him 
awake all night singing Gaelic 
songs, which he could not 
understand, but on wakening in 
the morning discovered that he 
had acquired lice. 

When Banks mentioned this 
to his indignant host, he was 
told that he must have brought 
them with him and that he 
should have left them in Eng-
land from whence he had come. 

In 1784, Faujas de Saint-Fond  
found two families with eight 
cows, a bull, 12 sheep, two 
horses, a pig, two dogs, a 
cockerel and eight hens on the 
island.

Staffa is now owned by the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
said to be only the ninth owner 
since records began. 

It was bought in April 1986 
by the late Jock Elliott, phi-
lanthropist and chairman of 
Ogilvy and Mather, New York’s 
renowned international adver-
tising agency, as an imaginative 
gift for his wife’s 60th birthday.

Two days later Elly Elliott 
donated the island to the trust 
and, in return, was given the 
honorary title of ‘Stewardess of 
Staffa’ for life.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com 

The Island of Sta� a in a winter storm.
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul
ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Social media

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

There was a vigorous response to 
the question we posed on Facebook 
about whether or not Oban should 
encourage fast-food chains such as 
Greggs and McDonald’s to the town.
James Galbraith declaimed: ‘When 
you invite chains into the town you 
immediately send the pro� ts out of 
the area. It’s a great way to kill a town. 
If you think there’s a market for pizza 
delivery in the town, then open a pizza 
shop – don’t spa�  your money on a 
dominos franchise.’
Keith Miller posted: ‘I’m not massively 
impressed with the few ‘nationals’ from 
the food and drink sector we already 
have established in the town – Weth-
erspoons, Costa and Subway. Most 
of the local independents are head 
and shoulders above them in terms of 
quality.’
Derek Grier argued: ‘I personally think 
it’s a mute point whether a franchise 
opens up or not. The point of a fran-

chise is that it’s usually owned by a 
local, someone who’s identi� ed a need 
and created a business plan. Sourced 
capital and employed locals.’ 
Andy Elkerton o� ered: ‘I’d be interest-
ed to hear what shops people would 
like to see gone from Oban. I’ll start 
with “The Pound Shop”, and “ Craze”.’
Colin Cooper was in no doubt: ‘No. 
Oban doesn’t need to turn into a 
tired costal town that is faceless and 
begging from clone capitalism. Be 
brave and pioneer on what you have 
homegrown yourself Oban.’
Caz Craik wrote: ‘I would say no last 
thing we need is any more food places/
chains we need more stu�  to do for 
kids like ten pin bowling or ice skating 
or bigger better sports complex with 
more on o� er or outside pitch / park 
that kids can just go and use.’
Nikki Warham said: ‘I get the pros and 
cons but we don’t need any more food/
drink places. Everywhere you go there’s 

somewhere to eat. What Oban needs is a 
toy shop and kids clothes shop!’ 
Paul Baxter advised: ‘It’s none of my 
business, since I don’t live there, but 
if you can keep them out do it. They 
take money out of your community, 
they steal business from native owned 
shops, and they make your town just 
another town. None of that should be 
part of your long term plans.’
Caragh Scott said: ‘No. The best shops 
in Oban are the independents.’ If Oban 
looked like every other town why 
would anybody visit?’
Séamus Jim MacAoidh posted: ‘I can 
understand the folk who don’t want to 
commercialize the town, and the ones 
who say that the money will leave the 
town too. But I also see the need for 
those types of shops, restaurants, and 
services. Maybe if banks and � nancial 
institutions were more open to help 
locals with funding to buy franchises, 
then the funds may stay more local?’

When four-legged 
friends disappear
THE CONNECTION between man 
and dog has been recognised as a unique 
bond throughout human history.

At the weekend the strength of feeling 
for our furry four-legged friends was 
amplified by the probability of never 
seeing my pooch again.

Last Sunday at 1pm our wee mischie-
vous Jack Russell terrier, Beastie (full 
name Milo Beastie), ran off chasing the 
scent of – we think – a deer from near 
the summit of Achintore Hill, south of 
Fort William.

Like some of my two-legged friends, 
he is academically very intelligent but 
lacking severely in common sense. 
With no road sense, not much homing 
instinct and a terrier’s single-minded 
determination to chase his quarry 
indefinitely, there was a real possibility 
that after around 10 hours of searching, 
we would never see him again.

He could have been trapped in a 
fence, stuck down a rabbit hole, getting 
under the wheels of a lorry on the A82, 
or simply lost in the wilderness with no 

idea how to find home – none of which 
would end well.

At around 11.30pm, I had just arrived 
back at the trig point on Achintore Hill 
ready to camp out for the night hoping 
he would sniff his way back to his 
departure point. What joy when I got a 
phone call saying he had calmly walked 
into the bar of the Caledonian Hotel on 
Achintore Road.

I danced and sang on my own in the 
dark in a fit of relieved celebration for 
about five minutes. After the celeb-
ratory dance came huge gratitude to 
all who shared Beastie’s plight on Face-
book and especially to the staff at the 
Caley Hotel who, if less caring, would 
have simply ejected their imposter back 
out into the night and we might not 
have had a happy ending.

On returning down the hill I dug out 
the following verses, which I composed 
for Beastie some years ago.

Milo Beastie’s Poem
I didn’t want you Beastie, when you fi rst 
came to my life

But just agreed through many pleas, 
from a most persuasive wife.

But looking back I’m oh so 

glad you came with us to stay; 
And now you’ll be a friend to me, until 
you’re old and grey.

You are a law unto yourself, a 
character and case –

No stopping you the stuff you do and 
things you want to chase;

But as I write this rhyme for you, you’re 
snoozing on my bed

So peaceful when you’re warm then, 
with sleepy little head.

Why is it that we bond so well? I really 
do not know,

But when I touch your Beastie fur, I feel 
a happy glow.

And when I’m sad and lonely, as life 
can sometimes be,

What soothing cheer when you come 
near, and snuggle up to me!

The complex ways of man and the hurt 
they sometimes cause

Hold not a shred in Beastie’s head or 
furry little paws.

Such love for you, our wild wee Beast, I 
don’t quite comprehend

But through the years of joy and tears, 
you’ll always be my friend.

DH’FHÀG AN DÀRNA cogadh m’ 
athair a’ fulang chonbhoidhean a’ 
Chabhlaich Mharsanta thar a’ Chuain 
an Iar agus dhan Ruis. 

Bho àm gu àm dh’innseadh e mu 
àitichean air an do thadhail e agus 
am measg nan sgeulachdan sin bha 
iomradh air co-dhiù dà thuras far an 
do dh’fhuirich e an New York fad ùine 
air a shlighe gu ruige Galvaston agus 
bàtaichean ùra a bha gan togail an sin. 
Tancairean beaga a bh’ ann a dhà dhi-
ubh, an MS Spindletop agus an MV 
Salt Flat, a thàrr slàn à conbhoidhean 
ann an 1943 agus 1944.

‘S ann nuair a leugh mi mun staid 
thruagh sa bheil am bàta ainmeil 
Queen Mary aig Long Beach ann an 
California a chuimhnich mi m’ athair 
ag innse mu na tursan fada air trèana 
a dh’ionnsaigh Galvaston. Shiubhail e 
gu ruige New York air a’ Queen Mary 
agus bhiodh e a’ cuimhneachadh air 
mar a bhiodh i a’ stiùireadh cùrsa cua-
gach tron latha gus a dhèanamh nas 
dorra dha bàta-aigeil cuimseachadh 
oirre, ach nuair a thigeadh dorchadas 

bha i a’ dèanamh cùrsa dìreach air 
port aig astar mòran na bu luaithe na 
bha aithnichte a bhith na comas. 

Bha ceudan thunnaichean concrait 
na sròn eagal ‘s gum feumadh an sgio-
bair ionnsaigh a thoirt air nàmhaid. 
Tuath air Èirinn ann an 1942, ri linn 
mearachd maraireachd, thàinig am 
bàta-cogaidh HMS Curacoa a bha ga 
dìon air a’ chuid mu dheireadh dhe 
a slighe gu ruige Breatann ro fhaisg 
agus rinn an “Taibhse Liath” (Grey 
Ghost) mar a b’ aithne an Queen 
Mary aig àm a’ chogaidh dà leth dhen 
Churacoa. 

A rèir fianais chuid air bòrd 
Queen Mary, spreadh an Curacoa 
agus chaidh i à sealladh ann an sia 
mionaidean. Chan fhaodadh am 
bàta mòr stad agus ged a bha i air a 
milleadh chùm i air a slighe aig astar 
nas maille gu ruige port ann an Alba. 
Chailleadh 338 den 439 a bh’ air bòrd 
Curacoa agus chaidh cuirp mhòran 
dhiubh air tìr air cladaichean an iar 
na Gàidhealtachd, agus tha cuid air 
an tiodhlacadh ann am Breacais san 

Eilean Sgitheanach agus ann an Àra-
saig. Chaidh an tubaist uabhasach seo 
a chleith aig an àm agus ‘s ann nuair 
a chrìochnaich an cogadh a thàinig 
làn-fhios am follais.

Tha e coltach gun cosgadh e còrr 
math air dà cheud millean dha 
na h-Ameireaganaich an Queen 
Mary a chàradh agus ged a tha buill 
Pàrlamaid is eile an seo a’ moladh a 
gleidheadh agus fiù ’s a toirt air ais gu 
Cluaidh, saoilidh mi gum bheil leithid 
de chosgais doirbh fhìreanachadh aig 
àm far a bheil uimhir eile ga chall ri 
linn ghàinne ionmhais.

WHILE the Queen Mary is an icon 
of Scottish industrial prowess, the 
time to have saved her for this nation 
was surely before she was sold and 
butchered for floating entertainment 
at Long Beach! Let’s remember her 
great days in war and peace, and 
honour all who sailed in her.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Camp-
bell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Shore Street chaos 
for holidaymakers
Sir,
The start of the demolition of the 
old bowling alley on Shore Street is 
forcing elderly coach visitors to walk 
further into town.  

At the moment they have a relative 
risk-free walk though no longer any-
where to wait out of the rain.

When building work commences 
Shore Street will be blocked by deliv-
ery lorries with drivers not willing to 
wait to unload and lose their bonus 
payments. 

When the new hotel opens, Oban 
will be clogged with traffic as no park-
ing spaces for staff have been planned 
and there are not enough spaces for 
the number of visitor rooms.  

On top of this will be the usual prob-
lems of Audi and BMW drivers being 
allowed to double park and block 
Shore Street completely.

I appreciate I might be wrong, 
of course, but perhaps our council 
members will each put up £25,000 as 
a surety and if Shore Street is blocked, 
then this will be paid to Oban Com-
munity Fund?

Mike Foster
Sannox, 
Crannaig a Mhinister, 
Oban. 

Councillor calls for 
right of reply
Sir
I am reliably informed that, following 
a radio broadcast on Sunday February 
5, an anonymous complaint was re-
ceived by the radio station regarding 
information I shared, saying it was not 
accurate and therefore untrue.

I think it is only fair I have the 
opportunity to discuss this with the 
complainant but as it was anonymous 
I have no way of reaching them.

I received almost 30 phone calls 
that day and was not challenged on 
anything I said.

I will gladly meet the complainant 
anywhere or anytime that is conven-
ient to them and would ask them to 
contact me on any of the numbers 
below. Or, if he or she prefers, I hold 
a surgery on the first Friday of every 
month in the council offices at Albany 
Street and have done so since being 
elected in 2007.

I would be delighted to be given 
the chance to discuss with he or she 
anything they may wish or need to 
have clarified.

Councillor Roddy McCuish,
Argyll and Bute Council.

Prevarication is 
damaging to town
Sir,
Your anonymous correspondent 
Cailleach struck a familiar chord in 
her commentary on the ‘Oban Bay 
pontoon saga’ (The Oban Times. 
March 2).

Since moving to Oban in 2008, 
we’ve been struck by the slow pace 
of developments. There is merit in 
taking care over decisions, of course, 
but being dilatory can mean missed 
opportunities that cause future grief.

The loss of funds that might have 

provided a much-needed bypass is the 
most obvious example, and the rede-
velopment of the White Building site 
could be another. The pontoons could 
prove to be an exception, though we 
won’t count the chickens until we have 
proof of hatching.

Cailleach has provided a useful 
insight into the reasons for the inde-
cision that stalls so many projects in 
the town, pointing to bickering and 
infighting among those who deem 
themselves movers and shakers of the 
local community.

However, while she writes that the 
pontoon saga has a long history in 
recent times, I recall reading that 
McCaig and his family had a few local 
detractors and this suggests an even 
longer history of prevarication over 
local developments.

Professor Emeritus Ian Reid,
Firgrove Villa, 
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

We must � nd room 
for refugee children
Sir,
I write in support of Lord Dubs’ plea 
that we should take in – as in the 
kindertransport of the Second World 
War – as many lone refugee children 
as we have placements for, rather than 
the arbitrary cap of 350 proposed by 
the Westminster government.

With adoption, as with a natural 
child, every one should be a wanted 
child and not a mistake. Further, to 
have a child is a lifetime commitment 
which should be taken with the utmost 
seriousness.

I understand that there are many 
councils in Great Britain with un-
filled vacancies for children requiring 
care, therefore we, and all other 
governments in the world, should 
take on as  many as we can possibly 
accommodate and support – for life.

Alone, we cannot look after every 
orphan. We can, however, do our bit 
as far as we are able.

Margaret MacKay, 
2 Achinreir, Barcaldine.

Young people lead 
way for tolerance
Sir,
With hate crime and intolerance 
on the rise, I would like to tell your 
readers how, in our experience, young 
people are leading the way when it 
comes to tolerance and diversity.

We recently conducted a study of 
our student volunteers and found ev-
idence of some amazing development, 
both personally and professionally. 

Some 95 per cent of students we 
asked said that their volunteering 
experience made them more tolerant 
towards others, with 96 per cent say-
ing it made them become more aware 
of diversity issues.  

And that’s not all – it’s clear that vol-
unteering very often inspires greater 
participation in wider society, with 79 
per cent of our student volunteers said 
volunteering inspired them to play a 
more active part in their communities.

What’s more, previous research re-
vealed that over half of our volunteers 
believed their volunteering experi-
ence had improved their prospects of 
getting paid work.

I work for Revitalise – an incredible 
charity that provides respite holidays 
for disabled people and their carers at 
our three accessible holiday centres 
across the UK.

We are proud to operate the largest 
residential volunteering programme 
of any UK charity. In the last year 
alone, our residential volunteers do-
nated in excess of 3,000 weeks of their 
time, the vast majority of whom were 
aged 16-25.

We have plenty of inspirational 
volunteering opportunities waiting 
for you – to find out more about our 
charity or to become a part of our 
family of vibrant volunteers, visit 
www.revitalise.org.uk or call 0303 303 
0145. 

Stephanie Stone,
Revitalise.

The Oban Times ... 
in New Zealand

The Oban Times occasionally finds it-
self reaching surprisingly far. Regular 
reader Flora Swietlicki emailed this 
photograph, taken by Corinna Lines, 
with a note saying: ‘I just thought I’d 
send in this picture of myself taken in 
Oban Street, Wellington, New Zea-
land, recently, reading my favourite 
paper!’

Hypocrisy over low 
emission zones
Sir,
Environment Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham has urged councils to 
introduce new low emission zones, 
banning vehicles and high emission 
cars from city centres or being 
charged a toll to enter.

The SNP has said it will press ahead 
with this if it wins the local elections in 
May. Even more reason to turn out and 
vote for any party other than the SNP.

The SNP-dominated Scottish Gov-
ernment, aided and abetted by the 
Greens, also wants to impose a work-
place parking levy where companies 
with a private car park will have to pay 
a tax approaching £400 a space.

This is blatant hypocrisy since the 
SNP spent £1.15 million in 2015/2016 
on the luxury government car service 
to ferry politicians around. No buses, 
trains, walking or cycling for them 
while they tell the public to get out of 
their cars and use public transport.

Use your vote in May.
Clark Cross,
138 Springfi eld Road, Linlithgow.

Days gone by – the 1980s
This splendid photograph resurfaced from The Oban Times archive this week and depicts four dancers who had 

performed the hornpipe at the Lorn Show. The girls are Jada Simpson from Furness, Aileen McCartney from Oban, 
Nicola Russell, also from Oban, and Stephanie Kerr from Inveraray.

That Oban Hospice is opening a new drop-in cen-
tre to support people with cancer and other life-
limiting illnesses is great news and a testament to 

all the hard work that has been going on quietly in the 
town by many people behind the scenes.

The charity has signed a lease on a property in Steven-
son Street and the new facility is to be called the Dove 
Centre.

As well as offering therapy, group sessions and one-
to-one support for the people who are ill, it will also be 
there to support families and carers.

Most people in Oban and Lorn will know someone 

who has had or is suffering from a palliative illness or 
who is caring for someone with one. Many of those peo-
ple will no doubt have been supported by the charity, so 
will appreciate how vital this development is.

The charity is offering people the opportunity to have 
their say about how the centre can benefit the commu-
nity through two consultations. These will take place on 
Wednesday April 5 and Tuesday April 11 between 2pm 
and 8pm at the Dove Centre.

This charity is a vital part of Oban so not only would 
we urge people to attend the events, but perhaps also 
think about how we can help them help our community.
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Spring
Discount

E V E N T

ALL NEW SEASON CLOTHING
& HOMEWARE*

20% OFF

*All offers subject to availability and while stocks last, excludes concessions, alcohol & food. Registered Office: Waverley Mills, Langholm, Dumfriesshire, DG13 0EB Registered Number: SC024081

BELFORD ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6PF
Tel: 01397 704244

Support 
for young 
workers 
welcomed
FUNDING of more than 
£400,000 has been awarded 
to a group developing a youth 
workforce in Argyll.

The Developing Young Work-
force (DYW) Argyll regional 
group will receive £422,213 
from the Scottish Government 
to support its work with employ-
ers, colleges and schools.

At a careers and jobs fair in 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus, 
Jamie Hepburn MSP, Minister 
for Employability and Training, 
officially launched the group.

Mr Hepburn said: ‘I am 
delighted to launch the De-
veloping Young Workforce 
(DYW) Argyll regional group 
which will help to drive forward 
the creation of a world-class 
vocational education system to 
reduce youth unemployment in 
the area.

‘I would encourage businesses 
to take time to find out more 
about DYW Argyll so they can 
understand the crucial role they 
can play bridging the gap be-
tween education and industry.’

Chairwoman of DYW Argyll 
Jane MacLeod, of MacLeod 
Construction, said: ‘I am de-
lighted that the private sector 
in Argyll and Bute, with the 
support of local Chambers of 
Commerce, Argyll College 
UHI, Argyll and Bute Council, 
Business Gateway and HIE, 
submitted a successful bid to the 
Scottish Government to fund 
DYW Argyll.

‘The local initiative echoes the 
vision of the Argyll and Bute Eco-
nomic Forum whose report high-
lights the importance of tourism, 
food and drink production and 
aquaculture. DYW Argyll aims to 
develop further the strong entre-
preneurial tradition of this area 
to form sustainable partnerships 
between the private sector and all 
areas of education, in particular, 
schools and colleges.’

Alexander James Hardie. David McKinnon. Jamie Archibald Murray. Ailie Lamont Stewart. Stephanie Thomas. Benedict Ray.

Meet the candidates for the SYP
THE Scottish Youth Parliament 
(SYP) election fortnight kicked 
off on Friday, and young people 
across Argyll are being urged to 
make their voices heard by using 
their vote.

Two MSYPs are elected from 
every constituency in Scotland, 
including Argyll and Bute.

Young people aged 12 to 25 
can vote in the SYP elections 
fortnight from Friday March 3 
to Friday March 17. For more 
information and details on how 
to place your vote, visit www.syp.
org.uk/stand4syp.

Meet the candidates.
Alexander James Hardie. 

Q1. Why do you want to be an 
MSYP?  

I come from a small town where 
young people rarely get a say in 
what happens to the town they 
live in, so I want to act as a voice of 
my community, to listen to young 
people in the hope of improving 
education and solving issues 
within and beyond the town, and 
to listen to what people want to 
do after education to see how to 
help young people improve their 
chances in getting a job.

Q2. What are the top three 
issues that you care most about? 

Poverty, education and human 
rights.

Q3. How will you consult with 
young people in your area to 
ensure they are represented? 

I will ask for the suggestions of 
young people from my areas, in 
the high schools and make sure 

to speak to a variety to allow for a 
wider range of opinions from dif-
ferent age groups. I will also visit 
youth groups and organisations.

Q4. Why should someone vote 
for you? 

I am neutral when it comes 
to most topics and I rely on the 
opinions of others to construct 
my own. I also consider myself 
to be determined and pursue my 
goals vigorously. Finally I strive 
to connect and help people either 
directly or indirectly.
David McKinnon. 

Q1. Why do you want to be an 
MSYP?  

I believe in change. I also feel 
I can help change many things 
for young people. I am also good 
at contributing my ideas. I am 
efficient, and I can take the lead. 
I am a team player and love work-
ing with people. Being an MSYP 
will help me change things.

Q2. What are the top three 
issues that you care most about? 

Health and wellbeing, educa-
tion and poverty.

Q3. How will you consult with 
the young people in your area to 
ensure they are represented? 

I will make accounts on Twitter 
and Facebook which will help 
keep my constituents up to date. 
I will hold surgeries where I will 
meet constituents. I would also 
set up an email account specifi-
cally for my constituents.

Q4. Why should someone vote 
for you? 

I am a born leader. I am always 

motivated to do the best I can. I 
regularly speak to members of 
the public with my job. I can do a 
fantastic job for the constituency. 
I am passionate about many 
things and I am actively involved 
in politics. I attend protests, 
marches and run a Facebook 
page with a few others with the 
same interests and same beliefs.
Jamie Archibald Murray.

Q1. Why do you want to be an 
MSYP?

I want to effect positive change 
within Argyll and Bute to ensure 
young people receive the best 
opportunities and best quality of 
life. I want to make a difference 
to the lives of young people by 
continuing to speak and cam-
paign on behalf of those who feel 
they do not have a voice. I want to 
put young people at the forefront 
of the political decisions.

Q2. What are the top three 
issues that you care most about?

Education, youth work and 
justice.

Q3. How will you consult with 
the young people in your area to 
ensure they are represented?

I will use my MSYP social me-
dia pages to engage with young 
people and politicians as this has 
proved an effective means for 
communication for two years. I 
will employ online and physical 
consultations which have also 
proved effective. I would con-
tinue an open dialogue between 
the organisations that do a lot of 
work for and with young people.

Q4. Why should someone vote 
for you?

I am passionate about ensuring 
young people are allowed access 
to all they deserve. I have attend-
ed every SYP sitting held in my 
first term and attended the Com-
monwealth Youth Parliament 
in Canada. I will demand our 
council increases opportunities 
for young people of Argyll and 
Bute and I will campaign for an 
expansion of youth services.
Ailie Lamont Stewart.

Q1. Why do you want to be an 
MSYP?

I believe that in a society where 
many people mistrust politicians, 
it is crucial young people show 
passion, empathise with others 
and raise their voices. I want to 
take a stand and raise awareness 
of issues. In a geographically 
challenged constituency such as 
Argyll and Bute, young people 
feel like there is nothing to do. I 
want to bring exciting empower-
ment projects to our area.

Q2. What are the top three 
issues that you care most about?

The environment, human rights 
and poverty.

Q3. How will you consult with 
the young people in your area to 
ensure they are represented?

I will use social media and tech-
nology to make sure I can reach 
every corner of Argyll and Bute. 
I plan to make use of Facebook/
Twitter polls and online surveys. 
I wish to hold local surgeries and 
will use Skype.

Q4. Why should someone vote 
for you?

The values I hold resonate with 
lots of others. I am passionate 
about equality, climate change 
and refugee safety. I am also 
driven when I know what I want, 
and will always do my best to 
deliver great work. I find it easy to 
cooperate and build relationships 
with others. I look forward to 
challenges, and I believe I handle 
pressure well.
Stephanie Thomas.

Q1. Why do you want to be an 
MSYP?

I want to be an MSYP because 
of my continued interest in youth 
work. I understand the way SYP 
works and I enjoy standing for 
young people rights to a voice.

Q2. What are the top three 
issues that you care most about?

Human rights, youth work and 
democracy.

Q3. How will you consult with 
the young people in your area to 
ensure they are represented?

The best way is to talk to them 
and use social media. I plan to 
interact on Facebook and Twitter 
and to have surgeries and drop-in 
talk sessions and workshops.

Q4. Why should someone vote 
for you?

Because I am a strong voice 
for young people with my con-
tinued interest in young people’s 
rights. Also I have two years of 
experience and I am very able to 
continue in my role as an MSYP 
to stand for your voice.

Benedict Ray.
Q1. Why do you want to be an 

MSYP?
I was always interested in 

politics. I am a strong believer 
in democracy and social justice. 
The prospect of being able to 
change the country at a young 
age is daunting as there are so 
many possibilities with what can 
happen. I want to be an MSYP 
because I feel it is something I 
would not only enjoy but take 
great pride in.

Q2. What are the top three 
issues that you care most about?

Justice, education and health 
and wellbeing.

Q3. How will you consult with 
the young people in your area to 
ensure they are represented?

I would listen. By speaking in a 
positive and friendly manner and 
asking them questions relating 
to their issues, I would help give 
them a voice. I would strive to 
find solutions to concerns that 
would benefit them and their 
lives. I would also employ the 
help of the internet using sites 
such as social media platforms 
to discuss relevant problems and 
their possible resolutions in a 
precise and direct manner.

Q4. Why should someone vote 
for you?

I consider myself friendly and a 
good listener and I will often take 
matters to heart. I’m honest and 
want to try and help the people of 
Helensburgh and the surround-
ing area.
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Oban is liking Spam – a lot! 
THE CURTAIN came down 
on another successful Spotlight 
Musical Theatre show on 
Saturday night (March 4), writes 
Susan Windram.

Monty Python’s Spamalot was 
a brave choice of the Oban-
based group, but it was one that 
paid off in spades, not least 
because audiences nearly didn’t 
get to see it. Thanks to director 
Kevin Baker’s persistence, 
however, the theatre gods 
smiled favourably on them and 
a licence was granted ahead of a 
possible UK tour in 2018 (sadly, 
not by the Oban team!).

And what a show it was, 
thanks to the brilliant delivery, 
comic timing, singing and 
dancing talent of the theatre 
group.

The lead characters all gave 
outstanding performances – 
David Johnston made me 
laugh out loud with his brilliant 
French accent as The Taunter, 
while Aimie MacDonald 
was both funny and has an 
incredible voice. And I must not 
forget The Oban Times’s very 
own Stephen Day, who was the 
perfect Patsy.

However, this really was a 
team effort and the dedication 
and hard work – both on the 
stage and behind the scenes – 
was clear to see.

Monty Python would no doubt 
be a challenge for any theatre 
company, but not only were 
SMT’s lead characters spot on, 
the costumes, choreography and 
singing were all outstanding. 
And thanks to the stage crew, 
light and sound team, the whole 
effort was fantastic.

All I can say is that any 
professional UK tour has a lot 
to live up to.

Clockwise from top: the crew are all smiles after a successful four-night run; King Arthur and the Laker 
Girls; Sir Galahad and the Lady of the Lake; King Arthur and Sir Galahad’s mum; the o�  cial Spotlight 

photograph for the show; Patsy and King Arthur; the Court of Camelot; and Sir Robin and the Minstrels. 
Photographs: Stephen and Debbie Day

RONALD J. CAMPBELL
John Cameron (Corry) died 1856 and was buried in Brae-Lochaber.
Angus Mackintosh (my Great Grandfather ) did the deal to take his farm back into crofting 
with help from a Fort William bank. At this time he was also offered the farm of Glen Turret 
but it was decided that the fi nancial burden would be too great a risk.
At the moment Glen Turret is owned by a very rich Dane so even the rich are open to 
bargaining.
Nearer to home my ancestors came from Glenlochy to be piper to the Keppoch. Bards of 
musicians were above inter clan feuds and I feel we must get back to that way of thinking 
in the crofting community.
I am called Ronald after the famous Young Ronald who sprung James Macdonald out of 
the Toll Booth in Edinburgh. He then spent two years in a cave on Loch Treigside.
At the moment I plan to give a croft and share in Bohuntin Township to be a monitor croft 
to young people who have a historical connection to enable them to become crofters of 
the future.

Vote for me and I will sit on St Andrews House porch 
on behalf of all Islay crofters. While an area chairman 
I chaired meetings in Stornoway, Newtonmore etc.

Do not forsake the Single Crofters Union for the crumbs that fall from the N.F.U Crofting 
Branch. If you want a fearless voice then vote for me as I stand solidly behind the Crofting 
Community.
I have no agenda against any political party as long as they are supportive of crofters.
James shaw grant would surely be appalled at the devastation caused to the work to build 
up Crofts, land meant for crofts is now turning into housing estates.
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Garden 
waste charge 
will protect 
jobs, says 
council

Onich man’s 
court case 
continued 
until May

PLANS to charge for garden 
waste to be uplifted could 
help generate more than half 
a million pounds, according to 
the Highland Council.

From July, anyone wishing to 
have their brown bin emptied 
will have to pay a £30 annual 
fee to the council.

A council spokesman 
confirmed that the new 
‘commercial approach’ to 
garden waste was decided 
unanimously by councillors at 
a meeting on February 16 and 
says the scheme could generate 
an estimated £660,000 which 
would help meet the council’s 
£20 million funding gap and 
save jobs.

Allan Henderson, chairman 
of the community services 
committee, explained: ‘Savings 
made by charging for brown 
bins helps to sustain around 25 
to 30 jobs and protect services. 
The alternative option was to 
stop the brown bin collection 
service altogether or make cuts 
to other services.

‘When we have consulted 
with the public, most people 
have indicated that they would 
be prepared to pay a bit more 
for some services in order to 
protect services and jobs.’

He continued: ‘The brown 
bins were originally introduced 
as part of a Scotland-wide 
initiative to reduce waste going 
to landfill sites. Not everyone 
has a brown bin and therefore 
it is only fair that people who 
benefit from this service should 
pay a small fee to continue 
getting it, especially when we 
have been trying to manage 
a huge budget gap and make 
difficult choices about where to 
cut services.

‘The council is rightly moving 
to a more commercial approach 
in order to continue to provide 
services in the face of continu-
ing reductions in budgets and 
increasing costs.’

Initial modelling has taken 
place which has identified that 
£660,000 net additional income 
could be generated based on 
a 33 per cent uptake of the 
service within households 
that currently receive the free 
service.  

A similar scheme was 
introduced by Angus Council 
in July 2016. The £30 per 
household charge has been 
identified to be at the lower 
end of charges where they 
have been introduced, and 
the council understands the 
average charge per household 
in England is £42.

The charge will not be 
introduced until July and 
the service will remain free 
until then. Should residents no 
longer wish to use the service, 
their brown bin will be picked 
up and removed. 

Residents will still be able to 
dispose of garden waste free of 
charge at their local recycling 
centre.

A fact sheet with further 
information is available on 
the council website: www.
highland.gov.uk/info/1063/rub-
bish_-_household_waste/738/
changes_to_brown_bin_collec-
tions.

Commuters left in the dark 
over bus timetable changes
A CONSULTATION event 
was held in Fort William on 
Wednesday (March 1) in a bid 
to shed light on changes to bus 
services.

But a local councillor says 
he remains concerned as he 
believes local bus users are no 
clearer on what is happening 
and how the changes will affect 
them.

Highland Council public 
transport contracts have been 
renewed, with changes expect-
ed to take effect in April, as 
reported in last week’s Oban 
Times.

The council says it is pleased 
to have been able to retain the 
same level of service on the 
majority of routes but, owing 
to financial constraints, some 
have been reduced.

Many bus routes in the 
Highlands are operated com-
mercially – ie, without council 
support. Contracts are then 
awarded by the council for 
the routes which are not run 
commercially. Stagecoach and 
Shiel buses have been bidding 
for these contracts and as a 
result some of them will change 
hands.

On February 20, Stagecoach 
released its new timetables 
where it was revealed, among 
other changes, it will no longer 
operate a Sunday service.

On March 1, the company 
parked up on Fort William 
High Street to allow concerned 
bus users to find out more.

Despite these efforts, Coun-
cillor Brian Murphy believes 
people are still only getting 
‘half the picture’.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘What I have been trying to get 
is an integrated timetable with 
both the Stagecoach services 
and Shiel. 

‘There is no legal framework 

preventing this from happen-
ing. It is just someone needs to 
do the work. That would give 
people a better idea of all the 
changes.

‘My own opinion is that the 
situation is not satisfactory. I 
think there needs to be legis-
lation reintroduced to regulate 
the services. Operators have all 
the power and as our budgets 
are getting squeezed there is 
very little the council can do.

‘I would like the council to 
look in greater detail at run-
ning the service themselves. In 
Edinburgh, the service is still 
in public hands and it turns a 
profit of £4 million. The West-
ern Isles are doing something 
similar. You couldn’t get two 
more different places who are 
managing it, so why can’t we? 

‘At the moment I would not 
say we are getting value for 
money.’

Councillor Ben Thompson 
says his biggest concern is the 
lack of mutual bus passes which 
could bring a huge problem for 
shift workers.

He added: ‘Sheil Buses have 
told me they are going to do a 
similar event to Stagecoach, but 
they are being delayed because 
the routes are not registered. 

‘Another aspect is that the 
high school will be going to a 
four-and-a-half-day week so it 
can’t be a carbon copy of the 
timetable.’

The Oban Times contacted 
Sheil Buses Limited but it was 
unable to provide a comment as 
the paper went to press. 

HAVE YOUR SAY on changes to bus services in Lochaber

POLICE FILES

Iain Beaton, Operations 
manager with Stagecoach 
for Skye and Fort William, 
represented the company at 
the event on Fort William High 
Street.  

He was pleased with the 
turnout and said the majority of 
comments people raised, made 
sense.

Benny MacDonald is part 
of the Lochaber Bus Users’ 
Group and urged people to 
attend their next meeting 
which will take place on 
March 21.

Eileen Simmonds from Caol 
uses the bus three to four times 
a week, while her daughter uses 
the service every day.

She said: ‘People who want to 
get to the medical centre will 
have real problems now. There 
is no service between 3pm and 
4pm because of the school run, 
so if you have an appointment 
at that time it is not going to be 
possible [to get to it].’

Jan MacLugash from Banavie 
says she is lucky because she has 
a car and can drive.

She added: ‘It is the route from 
Fort William to Inverness I am 
worried about.  

‘Looking at the new services, 
it is not possible for people 
visiting folk in Raigmore to get 
the bus up to Inverness, do their 
visiting, and make it for the bus 
home again.  It is just not on.’

Hazel Hannah travelled by bus 
from South Laggan into Fort 
William for the consultation.

She said: ‘The tourist season 
is just about to start up and I 
can’t tell my boss what shifts 
I am going to be available for 
because I depend on the bus 
and I don’t know what time I can 
actually make it there.’

The shop worker added: ‘There 
are rumours that Shiel will copy 
the timetable used by Stage-
coach. Sometimes the buses are 
not as reliable as they should be 
so a bit of competition is good.  
If this makes Shiel and Stage-

Rhona Grant is angered that the 
Sunday service, currently o� ered 
by Stagecoach from Fort William 
to Kinlochleven, is going to stop.

She added: ‘It is like going back 
in time to when the church ran 
the only Sunday service but 
these decisions are commercial, 
not religious.  

‘I live up a hill and walk when I 
can but rely a lot on the buses to 
get home from work. 

‘I am most concerned 
about  young people losing their 
independence – they won’t be 
able to go anywhere.’

coach improve their services, 
then great but the fact that there 
is such little information feels like 
we’re jumping out of the frying 
pan and into the � re.’

Will you be affected by 
the chances to the bus 

timetables? 
Send your thoughts to us at 

fort@obantimes.co.uk

THERE has been an increase in 
housebreakings throughout 
Lochaber. Any suspicious activity 
or strange or unknown vehicles 
seen in local areas should be 
reported to police as a matter of 
urgency.

On February 26 fuel was 
stolen from lorry parked 
overnight at Leith’s Quarry in 
Aonach Mhor.

Between March 2 and March 
5 an unoccupied property in 
Onich was broken into and items 
were stolen.

At some point during the 
past couple of weeks a derelict 
building behind the West 
Highland Museum in Cameron 
Square, Fort William, was bro-
ken into and items damaged.

In early February a window was 
smashed in Brown Court, Upper 
Achintore.

If anyone saw or heard 
anything suspicious or has 
information about any of the 
incidents, they should contact 
police at Fort William or 
Glencoe police stations on 101.

A MAN from Onich accused 
of threatening behaviour 
will have to wait until May to 
defend his alleged actions.

The case against a 
77-year-old man accused of 
threatening neighbours and 
repeatedly brandishing a 
working chainsaw towards 
them has been continued until 
then.

Thomas Allan Kirsop 
attended Fort William Sheriff 
Court last Thursday (March 2) 
in relation to several offences 
which reportedly took place 
between January 1, 2015, and 
June 8, 2016, in the village.

The case is next scheduled to 
be heard on May 25.

Pupils help save Lundavra butter� y
PUPILS from Lundavra Primary 
have raised nearly £600 to keep their 
‘beloved madame butterfly alive’.

Last year as part of the Town 
Team’s Adopt A Plot scheme, the 
primary six class adopted the butter-
fly flower garden on Lundavra Road.

This year, not content with just sav-
ing the butterfly and maintaining it, 
the children were in a Fort William 
supermarket on Monday packing 
bags to help self-fund the project.

Primary six teacher Nicola Mac-
Master said: ‘Last year GardenStop 
donated the flowers for the butterfly 
and this year the class thought it 
would be a good idea to do some 
fundraising so that we were able to 
make a contribution toward the cost 
of the flowers. The pupils are looking 
forward to making the butterfly look 
beautiful again when the warmer 
weather comes and it’s ready to be 
planted up.’

The 21 primary six pupils split into 
two shifts in Morrisons supermarket 
and managed to raise the ‘amazing 
total’ of £597.
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Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
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Across

7 Asceticism (4-9)

8 One who followed a British PM (8)

9 Large jug (4)

10 Neverending (7)

12 Sorority member (5)

14 Sweet smelling rose oil (5)

16 Stratagems (7)

19 Cordial (4)

20 Convert to work without human 
interference (8)

22 Absorbtion into a different social group 
(13)

Down

1 Casting mechanism (4)

2 Sculpture (6)

3 Calm when when for treatment! (7)

4 Put to the test (5)

5 All over again (6)

6 Varied (8)

11 Tree-climbing bird (8)

13 Group of guns... (7)

15 ...metal protection (6)

17 Cherry or beef (6)

18 Type of ray (5)

21 Put one's foot down? (4)
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 9 March – 
Thursday 16 March 2017

DIARDAOIN 09 MÀRT
THURSDAY 09 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A Little 
Drop of Harris – Ep2 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 
Ep4
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 Rapal TBH – (rpt)
22.30 Bonnie & Clyde – (rpt)
23.20 Binneas – Na Trads – Steele the 

Show (rpt)
23.25 Fonn mo Bheatha – music chat 
show (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 10 MÀRT
FRIDAY 10 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay
19.30 Gach Creutair Beò – Vets in 
Scotland – S4, Ep3 (rpt)
20.00 Beloved Wilderness (rpt)
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads – Steele the 
Show (rpt)
21.00 Seo am Plèana – Island Flying 
(rpt)
22.00 Bho Mhinistear gu Modaràtair 
(rpt)
23.00 Buskers - (rpt)
23.30 Rapal TBH – (rpt)

                
DISATHAIRNE 11 MÀRT
SATURDAY 11 MARCH
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 

Children’s Programming
17.05 Scottish Championship – 
Morton v Queen of the South
19.20 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
19.30 Machair (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Fonn Mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
20.30 Alba: 1994 (rpt)
21.00 Cuirm@Celtic – Moving Hearts 
(rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Hearts v Hamilton
23.00 Oighreachdan na h-Alba – Great 
Estates (rpt)
23.55     Hebridean Celtic Festival – (rpt)
 
DIDÒMHNAICH 12 MÀRT
SUNDAY 12 MARCH
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.30 Seachd Là – news Review
19.30 Alleluia! – spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
20.00 Fuine– cooking for the outdoors 
(rpt)
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A little 

drop of Harris – Ep2 (rpt)
21.00 Cobhair Chloinne – Paediatric 
Retrieval Service –  (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – St. Johnstone v Dundee
23.00 Bonnie & Clyde – (rpt)
23.50  Binneas – Na Trads – Adam 
Sutherland – (rpt)      

DILUAIN 13 MÀRT
MONDAY 13 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 Aibisidh - (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Gach Creutair Beò – 
Vets in Scotland – S4, Ep4
21.00 Trusadh: Dealachadh - Half a 
Life Away (rpt)
22.00 Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
22.30 Ever Believe Me – Sgeulachd 
Madeleine Smith - drama documentary 
(rpt)
23.30 Buskers – (rpt)
 

DIMÀIRT 14 MÀRT
TUESDAY 14 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Alba: 1995 – the charts hits and 
top news stories (rpt)
21.00 Cobhair Chloinne – The 
Paediatric Retrieval Service (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh: Dealachadh - Half a 
Life Away (rpt)
23.00 Latha Bha Siud - Memories (rpt)
23.25 Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)

 

DICIADAIN 15 MÀRT
WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Aibisidh - (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine – cooking for the weekends 
(rpt)
21.00 The Sandyford Murder – 
Sgeulachd Jessie McLachlan - drama 
documentary (rpt)
21.45 Fèis Chiùil Thioriodh – Tiree 
Music Festival 2015 (rpt)
22.00 Buskers – S2 Ep3 (rpt)
22.30 Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie – more DIY tips – 
S3 Ep4 (rpt)
23.45     Sgeul Seirbheis – (rpt)
 

DIARDAOIN 16 MÀRT
THURSDAY 16 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A Little 
Drop of Harris – Ep3 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep5
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 Rapal TBH – (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: The Munich Games – 
Munich ’72 – (rpt)
23.15 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
23.30 Fonn mo Bheatha – music chat 
show (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer
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ESSEX comedian Russell Kane 
will perform in Oban and Fort 
William in April as a changed 
man, he says ahead of his Right 
Man, Wrong Age tour, with ‘a 
new look, fresh perspectives 
and a different approach to his 
comedy’.

‘In the past year I’ve been 
married and had a baby,’ the 
comedian said. ‘I’ve changed my 
hair, I’ve changed my look, I’ve 
thrown all my eyeliner in the bin. 
Then I got my hair as flat as it can 
go and I thought, “That’s it – this 
is me now”.’

The show promises further: 
‘Russell Kane has finally com-
pleted puberty. It turns out, 
that whichever age you are (or 
pretending to be), getting older 
doesn’t help you mature. Yet, 
Russell has at last found his 
reason to grow up, and it’s 

one of the biggest. It’s time 
to comb his hair – and act 

like a man. Well, a bit, 
anyway…’

The comedian’s topic 

is how we never quite feel the life-
stage that we’re in and the age 
that we’re at, whether we’re 80 or 
18. He said: ‘When you’re 18, you 
look in the mirror and think, “I 
know what I want to do, so why 
am I trapped in this 18-year- old 
body?” while the 80-year-old is 
still waltzing and dancing around 
in her head. That’s going to be my 
jumping-off point and from there 
I’ll do lots of accessible observa-
tions as well as the odd thinky bit.

‘It’s so hack to talk about having 
babies that I need to find another 
way in. It’s like walking into Pret 
at 5pm and there’s one boiled 
egg left: that’s what’s left to say 
about childbirth. But when you’re 
coming at it from a male point of 
view, you need to find a way in. 
I’ve never heard a man talk about 
caesarean section, so that might 
be the way to go.’

Kane will appear in Lochaber 
and Argyll fresh from filming 
his BBC series, Stupid Man, 
Smart Phone, for which he jetted 
off to various inhospitable parts 

of the world (the Arctic Circle, 
North Africa and Costa Rica, 
among them) to see if he could 
survive purely with the aid of a 
constantly fully-charged mobile 
device with a permanent wi-fi 
connection.

‘I don’t want to disappear up my 
own bum with this show,’ he said. 
‘I just want to go on in my suit, 
like Michael McIntyre or Peter 
Kay, and just be funny and have 
lots of big laughs. My only job in 
life is to be funny.’

He confesses touring the coun-
try and making people laugh is 
something he will never tire of. 
‘I love it,’ he said. ‘If I ever have 
a bad day and feel miserable, I 
think about the things my family 
have done for a living. The fact 
that I can walk into a hotel, lie on 
the bed, watch a sci-fi movie, go 
and do an hour’s work on stage is 
incredible.’

Kane appears at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William on Friday 
April 7 and at Oban’s Corran 
Halls on Saturday April 8.
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Comic has a new 
lease on life ... 
thanks to a baby

YOUNG Scot and Creative Scotland 
have launched a national search for 
young people in the Highlands with 
a passion and enthusiasm for the arts 
to join Scotland’s new National Youth 
Arts Advisory Group, to help shape 
the future of culture and creativity.

Young Scot and Creative Scotland 
are searching for talented volun-
teers, aged 14 to 23, from diverse 
backgrounds in the Highlands to join 
the advisory panel, which will ‘play 
a key role in setting out an artistic 
vision and recommendations to help 
Scotland’s young people to flourish 
and achieve their goals using arts and 
culture’.

Over the past two years, the group 
has delivered Scotland’s first national 
youth arts strategy called Time to 

Shine, hosted the country’s first youth 
arts conference and supported 87 
projects across Scotland.

Louise Macdonald, chief executive 
of Young Scot, said: ‘Our research 
shows that young people in Scotland 
are incredibly passionate about the 
arts and keen to engage in cultural 
activities. We’re on the hunt for 
young people with talent, strong 
opinions and a passion for the arts. 
This is a brilliant chance to grow 
your skills and influence Scotland’s 
national policies around the arts and 
culture. Put yourself in the spotlight 
and get your voice heard by applying 
today.’

For more information or to apply for 
a place on the National Youth Arts 
Advisory Group, visit young.scot.

KATHRYN Joseph tours her 
award-winning album, bones you 
have thrown me and blood I’ve 
spilled, this month at eight venues 
in the Highlands and Islands.
The singer-songwriter, a mum 
in her forties, enjoyed overnight 
success in 2015 when her debut 
album, 10 years in the making, 
won Scottish Album of the Year, 
beating Paolo Nutini, Belle and 
Sebastian and Young Fathers.
Kathryn describes her music as 
‘lyrically compelling and sonically 
stunning and at her core a deep un-
nerving truth’. As well as perform-
ing tracks from her album, Kathryn, 
with Marcus Mackay on percussion, 
will debut new songs in village halls 
and converted school halls.
The tour is the result of a new 
initiative GET IN, which sees 
young promoters in the Highlands 
and Islands complete a six-month 

training programme culminating 
in a tour to some of Scotland’s 
most remote venues. Aged between 
16 and 26, Scotland’s new breed 
of arts promoters have worked 
together to ensure those in remote 
communities have a chance to see 
one of Scotland’s most celebrated 
musicians.
Speaking ahead of the tour, Kath-
ryn said: ‘I am so lucky to get to 
play in all these small and beautiful 
places of the beautiful Highlands 
and Islands, and am so looking 
forward to playing some new songs 
to see how they feel out loud for the 
first time.’
The performances will be held in 
Astley Hall in Arisaig on March 
15, then the Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
Sleat, Skye, on March 16, the  
Rockfield Centre, Oban, on March 
17, and Bruichladdich Hall, Islay, 
on March 18.

Star Kathryn is 
living the dream 
on Highland tour

Search on for talented youngsters
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Friday 10 – Thursday 16 March 
20TH CENTURY WOMEN | 15 | 138 MIN
Sat: 17:45
With 20th Century Women, acclaimed � lmmaker Mike Mills (the 
Academy Award winning Beginners) brings us a richly multi-
layered, funny, heart-stirring celebration of the complexities of 
women, family, time, and the connections we search for our whole 
lives. It is a � lm that keeps rede� ning itself as it goes along, shifting 
with its characters as they navigate the pivotal summer of 1979.

FIFTY SHADES DARKER | 18 | 138 MIN
Fri: 21:15 Sat: 20:15 Sun: 17:00 Mon: 21:15 Tues: 19:30 Wed: 21:15 
Thur: 21:15
While Christian wrestles with his inner demons, Anastasia must 
confront the anger and envy of the women who came before her.

HIDDEN FIGURES | PG | 147 MIN
Fri: 18:30 Sat: 17:00 Sun: 14:30 Mon: 18:30 Tues: 17:00 Wed: 18:30 
Thur: 18:30
Tues: 11.30 Parent & Baby Screening! Lights will be left on at a 
dimmed level and baby changing available.
HIDDEN FIGURES is the incredible untold story of Katherine 
Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy Vaughn (Octavia Spencer) and 
Mary Jackson (Janelle Monáe)—brilliant African-American women 
working at NASA, who served as the brains behind one of the 
greatest operations in history: the launch of astronaut John Glenn 
into orbit, a stunning achievement that restored the nation’ s con-
� dence, turned around the Space Race, and galvanized the world.

KIDS CLUB: PIXAR SHORT FILMS COLLECTION 2 | PG | 
75 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic, entry just £2! A collection of many Pixar shorts.

LA LA LAND | 12A | 148 MIN
Fri: 18:30 Sat: 15:00 Mon: 18:30
Mia, an aspiring actress, serves lattes to movie stars in between au-
ditions and Sebastian, a jazz musician, scrapes by playing cocktail 
party gigs in dingy bars, but as success mounts they are faced with 
decisions that begin to fray the fragile fabric of their love a� air, 
and the dreams they worked so hard to maintain in each other 
threaten to rip them apart.

LION | PG | 138 MIN
Fri: 16:00 Sat: 14:30 Sun: 12:00 Mon: 16:00 Wed: 16:00 Thur: 16:00
LION is a drama in which a � ve-year-old Indian boy � nds himself 
lost in Kolkata, thousands of miles from home. After being sent to 
Australia for adoption, he returns to India as a young adult in order 
to � nd his real mother and brother.

RESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER | 15 | 126 MIN
Wed: 18:45 Thur: 18:45
RESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER is a science � ction horror � lm 
in which a group of survivors makes a last stand to save humanity 
from a zombie apocalypse.

SILVER SCREEN - 20TH CENTURY WOMEN | 15 | 138 
MIN
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 60+) 
entry just £3!

SING | U | 128 MIN
Sat: 12:30
A koala named Buster recruits his best friend to help him drum up 
business for his theater by hosting a singing competition.

THE LEGO BATMAN MOVIE | U | 124 MIN
Fi: 16:15 Sat: 12:00 Sun: 12:00 Mon: 16:15 Tues: 17:00 Wed: 16:15 
Thur: 16:15
In the irreverent spirit of fun that made The LEGO® Movie a 
worldwide phenomenon, the self-described leading man of that 
ensemble—LEGO Batman—stars in his own big-screen adventure. 

UNDERWORLD: BLOOD WARS | 15 | 111 MIN
Fri: 21:00 Sat: 19:45 Sun: 17:30 Mon: 21:00 Tues: 19:30 Wed: 21:00 
Thur: 21:00
The next installment in the blockbuster franchise, UNDERWORLD: 
BLOOD WARS follows Vampire death dealer, Selene (Kate Beckin-
sale) as she fends o�  brutal attacks from both the Lycan clan and 
the Vampire faction that betrayed her.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 
Ian Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 
Drivetime, 18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland 
Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s 
Show, 21:00 David Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, 
midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim 
Lynch, 19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 
20:00 Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with 
Gordon Cove, midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast 
Show, 09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort 
Zone with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 
12:00 Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine 
Lamb, 17:00 Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with 
Campbell Cameron, 19:00 Country Meets Rock 
& Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 Gordon’s Grooves, 
midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 
Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time 
Capsule, 15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with 
Stephen McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight 
Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny 
and Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie 
Darling, 10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Cosher, 13:00 Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with 
the Dream Team, 19:00 Sounds Scottish with 
Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave Lewis, 22:00 Margo till 
midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 
11:00 Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday 
Brunch, 13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 
Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country 
Show with David Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with 
Graham Scott, 23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

kevinbloodywilson.com

WEDNESDAY 
29 MARCH

FORT WILLIAM
The Nevis 

Centre
seetickets.com

GLOBAL PRESENTSGLOBAL PRESENTS

THERE are a few songs 
that I never take off my 
iPhone – I wish I Knew 
How it Would Feel to Be 
Free, Mussels from a 
Shell, Firefl ies, Alive, and 
Dancing in the Moonlight. 
Therefore you can 
imagine my excitement 
when I heard I had the 
opportunity to speak to 
Joe Washbourn of Top-
loader, singer of Dancing 
in the Moonlight.

I was speaking to Joe in 
the middle of him moving 
house, from Eastbourne 
where he was brought 
up, to London. He was 
packing boxes. I got the 
feeling that the interview, 
and the thought of a trip 
to Oban as one of the 
headline acts for Oban 
Live 2017, was something 
that this singer and writer 
was enjoying.

Joe is down to earth. 
Although, when he 
called himself ‘old’ at age 
40, I thought I might cry 
– ‘we are not getting any 
younger’, he said.

‘I am older than you,’ I 
told him, but I didn’t get 
the chance to tell him it 
was only by a few years – 
honest.

Joe asked if his perfor-
mance at Oban Live was 
still a secret, I whispered 
it was (not now!), and I 
explained that I had Top-
loader’s newest release 
Rolling with the Punches 
on repeat as I drove into 
work in the morning. At 
two minutes, 50 seconds, 
it is the sort of song even 

I could learn the words 
to. My daughter, Olivia, 
16, asked me recently 
why we were listening to 
the same song over and 
over, and fortunately I 
remembered I wasn’t 
able to tell her before I 
let the cat out of the bag. 
I made something up 
about learning the words 
for a concert.

Joe was a great guy to 
talk to. Chatting about 
his songwriting, he said: 
‘It’s a weird thing. Some-
times you write a song 
and record it and then at 
the end of all of all that, 
people can buy it. It is the 
opposite of what used to 
happen. People would 
write and perform songs 
and the best of them 
would be recorded. So 
that makes any song a bit 
of a gamble.

‘We have played our 
new release Rolling with 
the Punches in front of 
maybe five audiences 
and the reception has 
been good. But it is hard 
having something you 
really care about going 
out into the world for 
people to judge.’

When Joe heard that 
unlike the grey and 
dismal day he was ex-
periencing on the south 
coast, we were enjoying 
sunshine in Oban, he said 
coming north sounded 
like a good idea.

He added: ‘Playing at 
an Oban gig is a treat,’ 
explaining: ‘In 2012, we 
played a gig in Tiree. It 

is honestly one of those 
shows that stays in your 
mind.

‘We stayed over on the 
island and it was really 
windy. Beautiful blustery 
days.

‘It was amazing, waking 
up in the morning in the 
cottage we were staying 
in and seeing the island 
around us.

‘It also sticks in my 
mind because Martin 
[Gillespie of Skerryvore] 
got up on stage with us 
and played a piping solo. 
Everyone seemed to get 
into it. Following the gig 
we spent more time with 
the Skerryvore boys and 
even had a wee dram.’

I asked Joe about grow-
ing up in Eastbourne and 
whether music was as 
part of his life as it is in 
ours on the West Coast.

He said: ‘In Eastbourne 
I was always inspired by 
people playing. I suppose 
that is why I became part 
of the band.

‘Music, for me, is 
about a bit of escapism. 
Playing music, listening 
to music can take you 
to somewhere else, 
allowing you to be able 
to forget yourself, lose 
yourself.’

Who is the most famous 
person you’ve ever met?
We played at the Queen’s 
Jubilee Concert in 2002 
and within the space of 
a very short period of 
time we met the most 
famous people in the 

Oban set 
for some 
dancing 

in the 
moonlight

country if not the world. 
Prince Charles, Shirley 
Bassey, Tony Blair, Paul 
McCartney and while it 
was amazing I felt really 
shy. People kept telling 
me to go and mingle.

If Toploader could do a 
mash up with any other 
band in the world, who 
would it be?
No doubt about it – 
Skerry vore. The gig on 
Tiree in 2012 is one of 
the enduring memories 
of my career and I hope 
we might be able to rec-
reate it at Oban Live.

What’s your favourite 
kind of audience?
A drunk standy-up danc-
ing one.

New album launched on 
May 12: have you used it 
in any way to
a. Get back at a previous 
partner?

No, I’ve been married for 
a long time
b. Promote something 
illegal?
I don’t think so, but 
people read lots of weird 
things into your music.
c. Make a reference to 
either Daniel Gillespie 
or Beyoncé?
No, but there is time yet.

What’s the most grown-
up thing you’ve ever 
done?
This house move. Mov-
ing  to London is a fairly 
grown-up thing. Not 
really through choice so 
that is grown-up.

Can you do the Canadian 
Barn Dance?
No, but I would be up 
for learning. I have 
Canadian relatives so it is 
probably in my blood.

Do you think Martin 
Gillespie is the hottest 

man on the West Coast?
Without a doubt.

What are you up to this 
weekend?
Packing boxes.

Three degrees of 
separation. Are you 
related to anyone at all 
in Argyll?
No, but through my 
Canadian relatives there 
is no doubt there is some 
Scottish ancestry in 
there.

If you could play Roll 
with the Punches to a 
member of the royal 
family, who would it be, 
and how would it go?
Harry. We would have 
a few drinks and then 
we could have a pretend 
fight.

OK, you are stranded on 
Kerrera and you’ve for-
gotten your jacket, you 

only have a half-eaten 
bag of pork scratchings 
and your phone. What 
do you do?

I am worried because 
I am a vegetarian. Al-
though when I ate meat 
I loved pork scratchings 
– are they pig’s knuckles 
or something?

I would just put on a 
good song and enjoy. I 
doubt I would be that 
good. My daughter is a 
big fan of Bear Grylls 
and I would be able to 
put some of his skills 
into action.

I would try to kill a 
sheep, maybe. I could 
then make a jacket out 
of its coat.

[I explained later that 
there was a boat to the 
island almost every hour.]

Toploader will be a 
headline act at Oban 
Live on June  2 and 3. 
Tickets are on sale now.

Louise Glen
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community-owned and run

Steven Osborne 
(piano)

2.30pm Sunday 19 
March 

Crear, Kilberry
Advance tickets £20 

includes refreshments
T 0141 221 0066
www.crear.co.uk

If you would like to 
advertise in the 

Oban Times Community 
Noticeboard please call 

01631 568000
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Scottish Opera 
is core funded by

COMING TO A VENUE NEAR YOU

FOUR SINGERS & A PIANIST

Supported by
The Friends of Scottish Opera

McLaren Hall, Killin
Tue 14 Mar, 7.30pm
Tickets from Newsfi rst, Main Street, Killin
Tel: 01567 820 362

Sunart Centre, Strontian
Sat 18 Mar, 7.30pm
Tickets from Sunart Centre | Tel: 01397 709 228

Tickets from:
£12, £5 (u26s)

Registered in Scotland Number SC037531  Scottish Charity Number SC019787

scottishopera.org.uk
Book now

‘Show-stopping.’

The Herald
 ★ ★ ★ ★

Application Form
Name. .............................................................................................................................
Address. .........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Email ..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child (£11)�  Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. .............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.40)�  Child over 3 (£11)�  (tick box selection)

� I have enclosed all photographs required � Cheque enclosed (postal applications only)

2017 APPLICATION FORM
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Adult 
£13.40

Children
£11 

Annual pass 
READER OFFER
Pay once and come back all year when you claim your 12-month local resident’s Sea Life Annual 
Pass for the cost of just one admission.  Customers can use their pass at both the Oban and Loch 
Lomond Sea Life sites. Visit the seal sanctuary on the shores of Loch Creran near Oban or see 
Scotland’s only Giant Green Sea Turtle at the Loch Lomond Sea Life Aquarium.

Claim your pass, using the Oban Times application form, and pay just £13.40. A child’s annual pass will 
cost just £11. Children under three go free of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you to 12 months 
unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary Oban and Sea Life Loch Lomond Aquarium, 20% 
discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary and Loch Lomond gift shops, 20% off hot drinks at the centres, a half 
price guide book and entry to our special events at both sites, including our Easter Eggstravaganza and 
Santa at Sea Life fun day to name a few.

To claim this offer complete the below application form and, along with an up-to-date passport sized 
photograph, take it along to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban (photos are required for both adult and 
child passes). This offer is valid until March 31, 2017. You can also post your application, complete with 
a stamped self-addressed envelope, photo and a cheque for the appropriate amount, made payable to 
Merlin Entertainments, to Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE.

Terms and conditions apply. Photocopied application forms will not be accepted.Offer valid until March 31, 2017. Digital users: If 
you are reading the digital edition of The Oban Times and would like to apply for this offer, please call 01631 568000 or email your 
name, postal address and email address to readeroffer@obantimes.co.uk and we will arrange the relevant form to be posted to you.
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FISHING FOR 
GRAYLING    
A GORGEOUS EAST 

LOTHIAN GARDEN

ALLAN LITTLE: THE

TRAVELLING MAN

APRIL 2017

DEER VERSUS CAR – What to do about an epidemic 

that causes 7,000 crashes and costs motorists £10m a year?

Plus

Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire 
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LINDA MCCARTNEY’S 
MULL OF KINTYRE

FISHING FOR 
GRAYLING
CRASHES INVOLVING 
DEER ON ROADS SUCH 
AS THE A82 THROUGH 
GLENCOE ARE COSTING 
MILLIONS
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Dame Evelyn 
Glennie on 
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Aberdeenshire

A brilliant Islay gathering!
What a fantastic evening was had at the 
Glasgow Islay Association annual gathering 
last Friday night in the Glasgow University 
Union. There was a huge audience at the 
concert who were treated to some excellent 
performances. I find it very hard to pick a 
highlight from a concert where, amazingly, 
the majority of the performers were under 
18. If you have not yet heard the fantastic ten-
or voice of young Ryan Johnston, then make 
sure you do soon. His voice really soared 
through that great Islay song, Tuireadh 
nan Treun. Eilidh and Anna MacDonald’s 
performance of Faisg air Gloir was com-
pletely flawless – with the two harmony lines 
moving together perfectly. Clare Campbell, 
accompanied by Kirsteen Grant, had the 
audience singing along joyfully and then 
Mòd gold medallist Hector McKechnie had 
us all laughing with his rendition of Oh when 
I came to Glasgow First. The Rowan Brothers 
(Kyle on the box and Allan on the piano) just 
seem to go from strength to strength and at 

times during their performance my jaw was 
just about to hit the floor at their playing. Dr 
Angus MacTaggart was a superb chairman 
for the evening, and Lord George Robertson 
delivered a witty vote of thanks. The dance 
(which was held in the downstairs hall) was 
equally well attended and the floor was filled 
until 2am. What a night!

Gaelic concert approaches
This Friday March 10, the Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association (better known as the 
GGs) are holding their annual concert at 
7.30pm in Glasgow University Chapel. The 
choir, as always, will be under the baton of 
the inimitable Kenny Thomson – the 007 of 
the Mòd, as I believe he was once described 
in this newspaper. Soloists will be Eilidh 
Cormack, Catherine Tinney, Fergus Thom-
son, and Jeremy Levif. Jeremy, who is from 
France and who joined the choir last year, 
will be performing a French song as well as 
a Gaelic one. 

Clydebank ceilidh
Clydebank and District Highland Asso-
ciation are having a ceilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, on Friday March 10 
at 7.30pm. The chairman will be George 
Paul, and the Gaelic singers will be Rena 
Gertz, Kirsteen Dick and Frank McCam-
ley. The Scots singer is Kirsty Harkins, 
the accordionist is Charles MacLeod and 
the piper is Robert Wood. Kirsteen Grant 
will accompany the singers on piano. It is 
always such an entertaining and varied 
programme of different styles at the Clyde-
bank ceilidhs. Admission at the door is £7, 
which includes tea and home baking.

What’s on
Thursday March 16: Comunn an Tao-
bh-an-Iar closing concert in the Ellan-
gowan Social Club, Milngavie.
Friday March 17: The Glasgow Skye 
Association Cothrom na h-Òigridh (youth 

concert), Crawford Hall, Beith Street. 
Friday March 17: Govan Gaelic Choir 
ceilidh/concert in Pearce Institute, Govan, 
at 7.30pm.
Saturday March 18: Clydebank High-
landers’ supper dance in the Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick, to the music of Charlie 
Kirkpatrick’s Band – tickets £15, BYOB. 
Friday March 31: The Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association ceilidh dance in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street.

Pub Scene
Park Bar
Friday: Deoch 'n' Dorus 
Saturday: Robert Nairn and Donald 
Macrae 
Sunday: Closed from 8.30pm for Essential 
Maintenance

Islay Inn
Friday March 10: Gunna Sound.
Saturday March 11: The Keelies.

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

I am very excited to introduce my 
new column in The Oban Times, Rob-
ert’s Ramblings. While I love writing 
my Glasgow Letter each week, and 
will continue to devote due care 
and attention to that task, I am also 
greatly looking forward to relishing 
this additional writing opportunity. 
Anyone who knows me, and perhaps 
anyone who has read my letters over 
the past two years, will understand 
that Robert’s Ramblings is a very 
appropriate title. I will, however, 
endeavour not to be too hopelessly 
verbose and try to keep my articles 
as relevant as possible.

I would like to start by writing 
about a club which was a massive 
musical inspiration to me growing 
up in Lochaber: The Fort William 
Accordion and Fiddle Club. The 
club has suffered from falling attend-
ances of late, which is desperately 
sad considering the positive effect it 
has had on Lochaber’s rich musical 
landscape. At a wonderful gig in the 
Nevis Centre on Saturday night, four 
of the musicians involved, playing 

in three different bands, performed 
as youngsters at the accordion and 
fiddle club in years gone by. Gary 
Innes and Ewen Henderson, from 
Mànran, myself with Tide Lines, and 
Hannah Macrae with her brand new 
group The Full Floor Ceilidh Band, 
all came through the club. All four 
of us are now playing music full-time: 
Gary, Ewen and I with our respective 
bands, and Hannah studying at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.

Last year, Hannah, 19, made it to 
the final round of the BBC Radio 
Scotland Young Traditional Musi-
cian of the Year. This April, having 
achieved so much since moving to 
Glasgow, she is returning to the club 
as guest artist. 

Gary and Ewen’s glittering careers 
in the traditional music industry 
speak for themselves, of course, 
and Gary recently got the job of 
presenting BBC Radio Scotland’s 
famous Take the Floor. In Scottish 
dance music, it does not get much 
better than that.

I am sure all of those musicians 

would agree with me that our 
favourite thing to do in the world 
is to perform music in a live capac-
ity. Whether in front of an amazing 
crowd of 700 lively Fort William lo-
cals last Saturday night, or whether 
to a small ceilidh for the Glasgow 
Skye Association the previous 
week, the stage is where I feel most 
at home.

The accordion and fiddle club was 
one of my first regular opportu-
nities to perform – and I savoured 
every moment of it. Throughout the 
teenage years, there are so many 
different potential distractions from 
music such as football, PlayStation, 
and (perhaps most dangerous of all) 
girls. The accordion and fiddle club 
was one of a number of motivations 
that helped ensure my enthusiasm 
for performing traditional High-
land music never wavered. I am 
hugely indebted to John Cameron 
(my patient accordion teacher of 
many years from whom I gleaned 
invaluable musical knowledge) for 
first introducing me to the club 

when I was about 11 years old. Oh, 
how eagerly I used to anticipate the 
first Tuesday of every month. Often, 
I must confess, I would sit in maths 
classes on the top floor of Lochaber 
High School, rip out a page from 
the back of my jotter and scribble 
down ideas for what tunes to play 
that evening, what jokes to tell, or 
what musicians to invite to form the 
back line of my band. If any of my 
old maths teachers are reading this, 
I promise that I would only turn my 
attention to such things once my 
class work for that day was finished.

Eventually, 8pm on Tuesday would 
come round, and I would be sitting 
in my seat down the front left of the 
railway club, gazing at the stage, 
awaiting my chance to play two sets 
to the audience. Playing with a full 
band was still a new experience for 
me back then, and those who were 
kind enough to accompany me on 
those nights formed, I suppose, the 
first bands that I ever played with. 
Sometimes on the drums I would 
have Simon Andrews, sometimes 

Hugh MacCallum. Sometimes on 
piano I would have John Cameron, 
sometimes Hecky Henderson. 
Sometimes on the second box I 
would have Andrew MacDonald, 
sometimes Stuart Cameron. What 
a privilege it was for a young boy 
to act for 10 minutes as band 
leader backed by such top-notch 
musicians – as well as many more 
musicians over the years who I do 
not have space to name here. Some 
nights, I would play really well and 
go home feeling on top of the world. 
Other nights, I would make multiple 
mistakes and want to kick myself 
in the car home that evening. On 
those infuriating occasions, I could 
always count on a very supportive 
audience, and a desire to practise 
harder to ensure I improved before 
the following month.

Aside from performing, the 
highlight of those nights for me as 
a young boy was listening to (and 
learning from) the guest artists. I 
heard countless inspirational bands 
on the railway club stage, ranging 

from the two Skipinnish boys (who 
I would end up joining a number 
of years later), to Archie and Alex 
McAllister from Campbeltown, 
who I remember one night left me 
absolutely stunned by the electric 
atmosphere they created.

To hear that attendances are down 
is heartbreaking considering the 
number of times I forced my mother 
and father to have me there an hour 
early just so we could guarantee our 
usual seats before the big audience 
came flooding in. 

Committee member Deirdre Beck 
described the club as ‘a fantastic op-
portunity to encourage youngsters 
to perform for a friendly audience’. 
Lochaber has such a proud tradition 
of producing young musicians, evi-
denced clearly at the Nevis Centre 
last weekend, and the box and fiddle 
club has always played a huge part 
in that.

Their next meeting is on Tuesday 
April 4 in the Railway Club, Inver-
lochy, at 7.30pm. It is a club that, in 
my view, simply must be supported.

WITH  ROBERT 
ROBERTSONRobert’s Ramblings
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Terms and conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2017 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 15, 2013, and must live in Argyll & Bute or in postcode areas PH30-PH44, PH49, PH50 and the Isle of Skye. The closing date for entries is midnight, March 24, 2017. Only one entry per child. By entering the competition and by filling in the 
parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. Poor quality photographs will not 
be accepted as an entry.  By sending us your photograph you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

competition 2017
Enter your little 
bundle of joy 
today for your 
chance to win

Courtesy of

of Tesco 
vouchers.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their 
favourite kiddy-winks in the supplement. We will then 
break it down to three further rounds of top 30, 20 and 
finally top 10. From the top 10, the baby with the most 
votes will be crowned The Oban Times’ Bonniest Baby 
2017. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2017 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our 
delightful Bonnie Babies 2017 supplement 
in a future edition of The Oban Times – a 
lovely little keepsake to show your children 
when they are older. 

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2017 
competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 
15, 2013 and must live in Argyll & Bute or in postcode areas PH30-
PH44, PH49, PH50 and the Isle of Skye. Look out the most ador-
able photo of your gorgeous little one and enter online by visiting 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

£500 Courtesy of

The closing date for entries is 
midnight, March 24, 2017.

The Aros Hall in Tobermory 
was full on Friday February 24 
for the inaugural ceilidh of the 
recently formed Tobermory 
High School Pipe Band.

Douglas MacNeilage of Tober-
mory writes:

The evening was an oppor-
tunity to thank the many folk 
from Mull and beyond who had 
shown their support in many 
ways, including grants.

A very successful Friends of 

Tobermory High School Pipe 
Band appeal has raised £6,201 
to date. An astonishingly 
generous response which helps 
to cover the cost of uniforms, 
equipment and many other 
expenses.

The band had been the ambi-
tion of local piper Calum Mac-
Lean when he became piping 
tutor for Mull and Iona in 2013.

Calum works for two days a 
week, visiting all the schools, 

which is a busy schedule. Form-
ing the band and tutoring its 
members has been done entirely 
in Calum’s own time.

In 2015, he enlisted the aid of 
Oban drummer Brian Graham 
as a tutor. Brian comes over to 
Tobermory every week and is 
having great success with our 
young drummers.

Calum accompanied the band 
in their first competition at 
the Scottish Schools’ quartet 

in Edinburgh in 2014, winning 
at their first attempt. They re-
tained the title in 2015. In 2016, 
they entered the pipe band sec-
tion, finishing a commendable 
third out of 10.

The ceilidh was chaired by 
fundraising committee member 
Douglas MacNeilage. The cei-
lidh started off with a group of 
chanter learners, along with their 
tutor, Calum, playing I see Mull.

It was wonderful to see these 

youngsters enjoying their own 
performance and success. The 
chairman then introduced 
the band, who appeared on 
stage sporting their brand-new 
uniforms, including their smart 
new Hunting MacLean tartan 
kilts.

After five stirring sets, the 
band earned a huge round of 
applause. Calum had arranged 
a guest for the evening, none 
other than the champion piper, 

Angus MacColl, who treated 
the crowd to a wonderful per-
formance of piping.

After tea and home baking, 
served by the ladies, the sec-
ond half started with another 
magical performance by Angus 
MacColl. The band then had 
the crowd on their toes with 
another number of sets.

This memorable evening is a 
great testament to all the time 
and commitment of Pipe Major 

Calum MacLean, drumming 
tutor Brian Graham and the 
young pipers and drummers 
and chanter players. They are a 
credit to their community.

A vote of thanks was given 
by acting head teacher of To-
bermory High School, Janice 
Mitchell, who thanked the 
efforts of fundraiser Douglas 
MacNeilage and all who had 
helped to make the evening 
such a success.

Tobermory High School Pipe Band thanks its supporters

   Angus MacColl entertains the crowd.    The Tobermory High School Pipe Band The Tobermory High School Pipe Band on stage at the Aros Hall, Tobermory
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Right, who’s up
for a laugh?

MARCH 24 2017

Park Primary School P7 in aid of Comic Relief

Red Nose Day is back on Friday March 24, and it’s all about making 
the world a better place, simply by having a great time. From holding 
potluck drawings to dressing up, the sta�  and pupils at Park Primary 
will be putting on red noses and raising life-changing cash for charity.  
Sponsored by Comic Relief, Red Nose Day launched in 1988, and since 
then, the comedian-led charity has raised over £1 billion pounds via 
its biennial charity drive that has helped people living incredibly 
tough lives, both here at home in the UK and across the world. Comic 
Relief is a charity that aims to create a just world, free from poverty, 

where everyone is safe, healthy, educated and empowered. 
‘We try to do something every year for charity, whether it’s for Comic 
Relief or Children in Need,’ said P7 teacher Ruth Verner. ‘As much as 
possible we try to fundraise. We raise money for the school on certain 
occasions, but other times the children realise that other people are 
more in need of money than we are.’  To celebrate Red Nose Day, Park 
Primary will hold an assembly on Friday. ‘The pupils are dressing in 
red, we will learn the Red Nose Song and we are selling red noses to 
raise funds for the charity,’ Ms. Verner said. 

Local businesses also got in the act to support Red Nose Day, and Ms. 
Verner’s pupils made drawings of the participating companies, which 
will be displayed at Oban Phoenix Cinema. 
As in previous years, the 2017 Red Nose Day will be supported by 
many of Britain’s best known comedians and comedy actors. This 
year’s plans include a night of TV comedy, live gigs, online sketches 
and a convoy through Africa.

For more information, visit www.rednoseday.com
 Drawings will be displayed at Oban Phoenix Cinema
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& James 
Manson

Hollic Darroch 
& Connor Wells

Olivia 
MacCuish & 

Andrew Boyle

Olivia Olivia Olivia 

Morgan 
Gemmell & 
Arabella Files

Declan 
Thomson & Anna 
MacDonald

Callan Simcox 
& Rebecca 

Palmer

Jamie Wardrop 
& Brooke 

McCloskey

Cerys Smith & 
Kaelyn Shores

Amber 
MacMillan

Right, who’s up

MARCH 24 2017

Pleased to support Red Nose Day 
2017

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION
Telephone: 01631 562784

Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144
www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk
PO BOX 9576, Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

cathibertin@btconnect.com

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?

Partially Funded Through 
Children In Need
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Campers welcomed as new 
bye-laws come into effect
LOCH Lomond and the Tros-
sachs National Park Authority is 
reminding visitors that all kinds 
of camping are still welcome 
in the park  as new camping 
bye-laws come into effect this 
month.

The seasonal bye-laws will 
manage pressures and damage 
caused by wild camping and fire-
lighting in less than four per 
cent of the national park. They 
came into effect on March 1.

Along side this, the park 
authority has provided more 
than 300 camping and motor-
home places in the bye-law 
zones, bookable through a new 
website.

Between March and Septem-
ber, people keen to camp or 
stay overnight in a motorhome 
or campervan at one of the 
many popular and picturesque 
lochside locations throughout 
the park can do so by buying a 
camping permit or booking a 
pitch at a campsite.

Alongside a comprehensive 
guide to all of the commercial 
campsites in the national park, 
permits are available online 
from the national park authority 
at www.lochlomond-trossachs.

org/camping. In addition to the 
many privately-run campsites 
throughout the national park, 
there are low-cost, informal 
campsites with bookable pitch-
es, parking, fresh water and 

toilets at Loch Chon and Loch 
Lubnaig in the Trossachs. 

There is also Forestry Enter-
prise Scotland’s campsite at 
Sallochy on East Loch Lomond.

The bye-laws create four 
camping management zones 
which will be in place from 
March to September. To camp 
in these zones during this pe-
riod, visitors will need to have 
a valid permit or stay over in a 
campsite.

Camping permits cost just £3 
per tent, motorhome or camp-
ervan per night, and can be 
booked online up to eight weeks 
in advance.

The new campsite at Loch 
Chon costs £7 per adult per 

night, with under-16s going free. 
Costs at other privately-run 
campsites vary.

The bye-laws also cover 
firelighting. If you have a fire 
when you are camping, it should 
be small, under control and you 
should bring your own firewood. 

Causing damage such as chop-
ping trees for firewood is also a 
breach of the bye-laws.

In the most extreme cases of 
those who refuse to comply with 
the bye-laws, a report could be 
sent to the procurator fiscal, 
who could impose a potential 
fine of up to £500. 

Any criminal record would be 
imposed at the court’s discre-
tion.

Further information about 
camping in the national park, 
including the bye-laws, detailed 
maps of the camping manage-
ment zones and the booking 
system for camping permits 
can be found at www.loch 
lomond-trossachs.org/camping.

The map shows an overview 
of the camping management 

zones, campsites and camping 
permit areas.

ARGYLL Bird Club is appeal-
ing for volunteers to help carry 
out a survey of rooks nesting 
in the region and would like to 
hear from people who have the 
birds nesting near them.

The last full survey of rooks 
was carried out in 1975, when 
3,217 nests were found in 78 
rookeries.

Rooks nest throughout Argyll, 
but are mainly found in Kintyre, 
Cowal and on Islay.

They are found on most of 
the other Argyll islands, but do 
not nest on Colonsay, Coll and 
Tiree. They also nest near agri-
cultural land in north Argyll.

The bird club (www.argyll 
birdclub.org) has decided to 
organise the count as rooks have 
declined elsewhere in Scotland 
since the beginning of the cen-
tury.

Surveys by the British Trust 
for Ornithology suggest the 
Scottish population has declined 
by around 40 per cent in the past 
15 years.

However, several new nesting 
sites have been found in Argyll 
in recent years.

The Argyll Bird Club hopes to 
count all of the known rookeries 
in Argyll during April to see if 
numbers have changed in the 
west. If you know of nesting 
rooks near you, please let 
the club know by emailing them 
at argyllrookeries@outlook.
com.

OBAN and Lorn Angling 
Club’s hut has been saved 
from possible ruin by a grant 
of £2,900 from Scottish Sea 
Farms.

The Heart of the Community 
cash will cover contractors’ 
costs to repair the roof, doors 
and guttering of the building, 
as well as several hundred 
pounds being spent on power 
tools for continued main-

tenance of the hut and the 
anglers’ boats. The club hut, 
near Mossfield Park in Oban, is 
the focal point for both senior 
and junior anglers in the area 
and between 50 to 100 people 
will benefit from the use of the 
repaired building.

Laurance Larmour, secretary 
of the angling club, said: ‘The 
club hut has fallen badly into 
disrepair and this work is vital 

to protect the structure and the 
future meeting place for club 
members. 

‘By using the Scottish Sea 
Farms money to restore the hut 
and our workshop, we will keep 
the club alive.

‘The power tools we will pur-
chase will help us maintain the 
hut for the future and keep our 
boats in a safe condition. 

‘Our junior anglers encourage 

conservation and environmen-
tal awareness within the com-
munity so we can now also look 
to expand this area of activity.’

Georgie MacKenzie, of 
Scottish Sea Farms, said: ‘This 
club plays an important role 
within the community and we 
are delighted to be able to help 
them get the club meeting hut 
and workshop repaired, and 
look forward to a bright future.’

 Right: Jonathan Anglesea, 
George Henderson, Laurance 

Larmour, Rudi Graham, Iain 
Miller and Jim Grout outside 
the dilapidated � shing hut.

NATIVE woodland creation in 
the Highlands is to get a boost 
thanks to an increase in the 
grant support available.

An additional £400 per 
hectare for suitable areas will 
encourage new planting and 
create a demand for young trees 
that will stimulate the forest 
nursery sector.

Speaking at the Confor annual 
dinner, Rural Affairs Secretary 
Fergus Ewing said: ‘The 
forestry sector and the many 
benefits it brings is so important 
to a vibrant Scotland.

‘It is a £1 billion success story 
that draws investment to rural 
Scotland, that is a key con-
tributor to our climate change 
targets and that supports rural 
jobs and the economy.

‘We have made good progress 
but we must keep innovating 
to do more. We have increased 
our long-term planting targets 
in a series of steps, from 10,000 
hectares to 15,000 hectares per 
year by 2025.

‘To achieve this, we need land 
owners and managers to plant a 
mixture of woodland types right 
across Scotland, so we need our 
grants to reflect this variety.

‘This increased grant rate for 
more remote areas will make 
native woodland creation more 
attractive on a wide range of 
sites and is a clear sign of the 
government’s commitment to 
modern sustainable forestry.

‘It will provide the impetus 
and opportunity for farmers 
and other land managers to 
plant more trees.’

The areas eligible for  
increased grant support include 
those identified as preferred for 
planting across the Highland 
Council area. Additional grant 
support will also be available 
for work such as bracken 
clearing and fencing.

Confor chief executive 
Stuart Goodall said: ‘This 
demonstrates the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to 
Scotland’s successful forestry 
sector. Employment in forestry 
has grown by 50 per cent since 
2008, and it can be a driver 
of further rural employment 
across the whole of Scotland. I 
welcome this additional support 
for tree planting as a means 
to delivering the government’s 
ambitious and important 
planting targets.’

Carol Evans, director of 
Woodland Trust Scotland, 
added: ‘New native woodland 
needs as much help as it can get 
in the more remote parts of the 
Highlands. So, we are delighted 
that yet again the Scottish 
Government is demonstrating 
its very real commitment to 
growing a Scotland rich in 
woods and trees; a Scotland 
with a wealth of biodiversity; 
and a flourishing Scottish 
forestry industry supporting 
jobs and tourism.’

GAMEKEEPERS, stalkers and 
fishing ghillies were in Perth last 
Friday (March 3) as the country’s 
foremost gamekeeping body 
celebrated its 20th anniversary at 
McDiarmid Park.

The Scottish Gamekeepers’ 
Association (SGA) was formed 
in 1997 to represent the country’s 
gamekeepers, stalkers, river and 
land ghillies, wildlife managers 
and rangers at Scotland’s new 
parliament.

From attending its first Game 
Fair at Scone with a scout tent 
and six borrowed straw bales, 
the Perth-based organisation 
has grown to encompass a 
membership of over 5,300 people 
Scotland-wide.

On Friday, the conference 
address was given by Cabinet 
Secretary for Environment, Cli-
mate Change and Land Reform, 
Roseanna Cunningham MSP.

SGA chairman Alex Hogg, a 
gamekeeper for 40 years, said: 
‘In that 20 years, I think the SGA 
has become a respected rural 
stakeholder providing an honest 
perspective of land management, 
straight from the people living 
and working on the ground.’

Students make a splash for health challenge

DESPITE the temperature 
being more Arctic than 
Alicante, staff and students 
at the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS 
UHI) at Dunstaffnage took 
part in the Healthy, Happy 

You challenge by taking a dip 
in the sea. 

The initiative, organised 
by the University of the 
Highlands and Islands and 
the Highlands and Islands 
Student Association, chal-

lenged institutes within 
the university partnership 
to clock up 773 miles – the 
distance linking every campus 
by road – to give a combined 
university distance of 10,822 
miles between February 20 

and March 3. Activities could 
be recorded by distance or 
time. 

During Healthy, Happy You 
SAMS UHI staff and students 
took part in indoor football, 
running, hill climbing, Meta-

fit, yoga, swimming and 
cycling. 

The event incorporated the 
national University Mental 
Health Day, which took 
place on on Thursday, March 
2.

Funding 
boost for 
native 
woodlands

SGA’s 20th 
anniversary

Oban anglers hook SSF cash to save hut

Appeal for 
help with 
rook survey

More outdoor news online @
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Around the markets
DALMALLY – Satur-
day March 4.
United Auctions held 
their early spring sale 
of all classes cattle 
at Dalmally Auction 
Mart, also sale of all 
classes sheep. A much 
increased entry on the 
year of cattle saw 226 
head of cattle and 318 
sheep sold to a good 
ringside of buyers. 
Bullocks sold to 
average £759 per head 
or 245 pence per kilo 
against £746 per head 
or 239 pence per kilo 
last year and heifers 
levelled out at £655 
per head or 229 pence 
per kilo against £676 
per head or 215 pence 

per kilo. Bullocks 
and heifers sold to a 
top per head of £1050 
& £900 respectively, 
both consigned by M/s 
Anderson, Barnakill, 
Tullochcan, led the 
kilo prices with 
Limousin bullocks 
selling to 311 pence 
while Achnacone sold 
their Limousin heifers 
to 280 pence per kilo. 
Breeding cattle from 
19 East Hynish, Tiree 
sold to £890.
Principal lots and top 
prices per head.
Bullocks
AAx: £820(2) – Bar-
nakill.
BRBx: £810 – Bar-
nakill.

CHARx: £1030 – 
Auchlyne Farm : £1020 
& £960(3) – Barnakill 
: £920(4) – Auchlyne 
: £900, £890(4) & 
£800(5) – Barnakill.
LIMx: £1020 – 
Lurignish : £990 
– Couston Farm : £950 
& £930 – Lurignish 
: £890 – Tullochcan, 
Achnacone & Dall.
SHx: £940(2) – Glen-
beg.
SIMx: £1050 – Bar-
nakill : £940(2), £920, 
£910 – Achnacone.
Heifers
CHARx: £900 & £830 
– Barnakill.
LIMx: £880 – Couston 
Farm : £850 – Garra-
ron & Melfort Farm : 

£820 – Achnacone & 
Clachan Farm(2).
SHx: £720 – White 
Gates.
SIMx: £740 – White 
Gates.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks
AAx: 258p – Otter 
Estate : 256p(2) – 
Barnakill.
BRBx: 264p – 19 East 
Hynish, Tiree.
CHARx: 283p – Bally-
gown : 264p, 256p(5), 
254p(4) – Barnakill : 
242p – Laggan Farms.
LIMx: 311p & 302p – 
Tullochcan : 299p(4) 
– Garraron & Melfort 
: 295p(2) – Tullochcan 
: 290p(2) – Garraron 
& Melfort : 285p(2) 
– Boreland Farms : 
278p(2) – Clachan 
Farms : 272p(2) – 
Achnacone : 270p(3) 
– Clachan Farm : 
266p – Dall Farm : 
259p(2) & 257p(3) 
– Stroneskar : 255p – 
Boreland Farms : 253p 
– Garraron & Melfort 
: 252p – Boreland 
Farms.

SHx: 280p – Achna-
cone.
SIMx: 277p – Strone-
skar : 263p – Stro-
nachullin : 257p(2) 
– Stroneskar : 246p(2) 
– Achnacone : 242p(3) 
– Stronachullin.
Heifers
CHARx: 240p, 
239p(4) & 235p – 
Barnakill.
LIMx: 280p – Achna-
cone : 267p(6) – Gar-
raron & Melfort : 262p 
& 257p – Tullochcan 
: 257p – Achnacone : 
253p(2) – Dall Farm 
: 249p(2) – Clachan 
Farm : 248p(5) & 
246p(4) – Achnacone : 
245p(3) – Garraron & 
Melfort.
SIMx: 253p(7) – Otter 
Estate.
Breeding cattle
Cows and calves: £860 
& 720 – Glencrearan 
Estate.
Incalf heifer: £890 – 19 
East Hynish, Tiree.
Sheep
Hoggs
TEXx: £59.00 – Brack-
ley Park

CHEVx: £56.00 – 
Kingairloch Estate : 
£50.00 – Keppochan.
BF: £70.00 – Musdale 
Farm : £63.00 – 
Brenchoille : £62.00 
– Crunachy.
Ewes
TEXx: £58.00 – 
Brackley Parks : 
£50.00 – Barguillean.
MULE: £48.00 – 
Blairmore : £39.00 
– Tombuie
BF: £37.00 – Acharon-
ich : £31.00 – Blair-
more.
 
STIRLING – Thurs-
day March 2.
United Auctions sold 
4056 prime sheep 
including 3409 Hoggs 
Selling to an average 
of 166.9PPPK and 647 
ewes and rams
340 Cheviot Hoggs 
in the North Cheviot 
sheep society show 
and sale judged by 
Mr Andrew Argo 
Champion pen went 
to Macrae Bros, 
Coulshill £87 to the 
judge. Reserve went 

to Messers Buchan, 
Keir, Balmedie. Again 
bought by the Judge
Hoggs (3409)- 
Dalbrack (Tex) 
£92; Luckeburn & 
Harviesmailing (Bel) 
£95; Easter Buchl-
yvie (Suff) £90.50; 
Dalbrach (Chev) £88; 
Dalbrach (Mule) 
£80; Dalbrach; (BF) 
£84.50;
Hoggs (3409)- 
Invermilton (Tex) 
206ppk; Longfauld 
(Bel) 221ppk; Easter 
Buchlyvie (Suff) 
200ppk; Coulshill 
(Chev) 185ppk; Tox-
side (Mule) 163ppk; St 
Mungos (BF) 172ppk
Ewes (647)- Pyeston 
(Suff) £108; Kinloch 
(Tex) £105; Easter 
Littleward (HB) £92; 
Drummie (X) £90; 
Kinloch (BFL) £87; 
Hillhead (BDM) £85; 
Mains of Fitcastle 
(Bel) £82; Groan 
(Mule) £71.
Tups (38) - Gualann 
(Tex) £100; Glendaruel 
(Cha) £70; Toxside 
(Chev) £65; Camo-
quholm (Berr) £62; 
Halls Farm (Mule) 
£49; Forter (BF) £47.

STIRLING – Thurs-
day March 2.
Caledonian Marts 
Ltd sold 216 cattle 
comprising of 136 
prime bullocks and 
heifers and young bulls 
and 80 cast cows and 
bulls.
A plainer show of 
cattle to that of last 
week would be slightly 
cheaper.
Bullocks sold to 228p 
(three times) for 
Limousins from P 
McIntosh, Strageath, 
Muthill; R Kennedy, 
Borlick, Aberfeldy and 
D Dickinson, Brock-
woodlees, Canonbie 
purchased by G Kirk 
& Son, Butchers, 
Denny, T Johnston, 

Butchers, Falkirk 
and W W Wales Ltd, 
Butchers, Kilmarnock 
respectively.
Heifers sold to 
235ppkg from A 
S Hay, Mains of 
Cultmalundie, 
Tibbermore purchased 
by H A Black & Sons, 
Butchers, Armadale 
and Lanark.
Bulls sold to 198ppkg 
for a Charolais from K 
Miller, Lochend, Port 
of Menteith.
OTM cattle sold to 
218ppkg for a Charo-
lais from J Watson, 
Pityot, Stonehaven.
 Leading prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
225p Brockwoodlees 
222p Meadowend 220p 
Faskine, Moorfield & 
Brockwoodlees 218p 
Blackhill
215p Meadowend & 
Moorfield
212p Pityot, Cander 
Mains & Middlerigg.
Heifers ppkg
230p Meadowend & 
Pityot 228p Brock-
woodlees, Borlick & 
Faskine
225p (twice) Moorfield 
& Brockwoodlees 
222p Knockhouse 
& Moorfield 220p 
Meadowend, 
Knockhouse, Borlick, 
Kinneil Mill, Over 
Inzievar & Bogleys
218p Mains of 
Cultmalundie & 
Meadowend
Bullocks per head
£1571 + £1524 
Gillandersland £1504 
Wester Gartshore 
£1481 Strageath
£1480 Greencraig 
£1478 Wester 
Gartshore £1469 
Brockwoodlees
£1468 Pityot 
Heifers per head
£1536 + £1521 
Brockwoodlees
£1508 + £1475 Mains 
of Cultmalundie £1430 
Pityot £1405 Gartfairn
£1381 Borlick £1372 

Meadowend
A good show of 
cast cows and bulls 
forward. Beef cows 
averaged 129ppkg, 
selling to 165p from 
J & H Buchanan, 
Hardistonk, Cleish, 
and to £1320 from W 
Young & Son, Tem-
plehall, Auchtertool, 
Kirkcaldy.
Cast bulls averaged 
126ppkg, selling to 
152p from WI & AW 
Callion, Bolfornought, 
Stirling, and to £1570 
for the same beast. 
Black and white cows 
averaged 109ppkg, 
selling to 129p from W 
A Hume & Co, Easter 
Clune, Dunfermline, 
and to £1050 for the 
same beast.
Other leading prices:-
Beef cows per head
£1250 Hardiston £1150 
Carskerdo £1040 
Craighead £1020 
Templehall & Kirkton 
of Kingoldrum £1010 
Knockhouse £1000 
Lammerview & Easter 
Barnego 
Beef cows ppkg
152p Knockhouse 
151p Lammerview 
150p Over Hillhouse 
149p Knockhouse & 
Templehall 146p + 
145p Old Leckie 141p 
Kirkton of Kingol-
drum (twice) 140p 
Carskerdo
B&W cows per head
£980 Carskerdo £820 
Easter Clune £800 
Meldrum (three times) 
& Easter Clune £760 
Meikle Seggie £700 
Meldrum (twice) 
B&W cows ppkg
125p Easter Clune 
119p Meldrum 118p 
Easter Clune 116p 
Carskerdo 113p + 
111p Meldrum
Cast bulls per head
£1530 West Mains 
£1520 Baldastard
Cast bulls ppkg
147p Baldastard 144p 
West Mains.

 The Lochaber Monitor Farm team, left to right, Morven MacArthur (SAC Oban), Chris, Eileen and Malcolm Cameron, Niall Campbell (SAC 
Oban) and Gavin Dick (AHDB).

Monitor farm meeting to 
focus on ewe management
FARMERS and crofters are 
invited to a free meeting fo-
cusing on the management of 
pregnant ewes at the Lochaber 
monitor farm, Strone, today 
(Thursday March 9).

Host farmers Chris and Mal-
colm Cameron are due to start 
outdoor lambing their flock of 
500 Cheviot ewes in April.

At the meeting , which begins 
at 11am, Chris will outline the 
sheep policy at Strone and his 
hopes for this year’s lambing.

‘Our ewes scanned at an av-
erage of 126 per cent last year, 
which we are quite happy with, 
but we are always looking for 
ways to improve things. We are 
scanning later this week so will 
hopefully have some positive 
figures to share with the group 
at our meeting,’ said Chris.

Ensuring pregnant ewes 
receive the right nutrition is 
something the Camerons view 
as very important and they are 
keen to ensure their flock is 
in the correct condition in the 
run-up to lambing.

At the meeting, independent 
specialist Dr John Vipond 
will explain that maintaining 
condition score and being 
aware of the ewe’s increasing 
nutritional requirements during 
late pregnancy are important 
for production efficiency and, 
therefore, profitability.

Ewen Campbell, farm manag-
er for SRUC’s Hill and Moun-
tain Research Centre based at 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre, will 
demonstrate some condition 
scoring techniques at the meet-
ing highlighting how farmers 
can use these to assess whether 
their ewes are on target to 

produce strong lambs through 
to weaning.

Kenny Lang, from Crown vets 
in Fort William, will give an 
overview of what to include in a 
flock health plan and flag up the 
sheep health problems farmers 
should be aware of which could 
affect lamb survival.

At the launch meeting in 
January, Chris and Malcolm 
Cameron explained that, due 
to a serious predation issue 
around Strone, they took the 
decision in 2010 to move all of 
their ewes and lambs to sum-
mer them on grazing land near 
Inverness.

There are significant costs as-
sociated with doing so and this 
is set to be a focus of discussion 
at the meeting when facilitator 
Niall Campbell, from SAC 
Consulting Oban, will share 
financial and performance data 
from Strone with the group.

‘We are really looking for-
ward to getting some guidance 
from John Vipond, Ewen 
Campbell and our vet Kenny 
Lang about how we can ensure 
we get the best from our ewes 
at what is a critical time of year 
in the production cycle,’ said 
Malcolm Cameron.

‘The information they share, 

will help us and other farmers 
in the area looking to improve 
their flocks’ efficiency.’

The Lochaber monitor farm is 
one of nine established around 
Scotland in a joint initiative by 
Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) 
and AHDB Cereals and 
Oilseeds. The aim of the pro-
gramme is to help improve the 
productivity, profitability and 
sustainability of Scottish farms.

Strone will be hosting regular 
meetings over the next three 
years as the Lochaber monitor 
farm, which will focus on tech-
nical and financial challenges 
that their business, and many 

other local farming businesses, 
face.

The Lochaber monitor farm 
meetings are open and free for 
all farmers to attend. Attendees 
will also have an input into 
topics covered, speakers invited 
to meetings and visits to other 
enterprises and businesses. 
Lunch will be provided and the 
meeting will finish at 3.30pm

To book attendance, contact 
Niall Campbell or Morven 
MacArthur on 01631 563093 or 
email fbsoban@sac.co.uk. For 
more on the monitor farm pro-
gramme, visit www.qmscotland.
co.uk or cereals.ahdb.org.uk.

Crofting Commission hustings took place in the Creagan Inn.

Consensus and confl ict 
over future of crofting
DEBATE on the future of croft-
ing at a hustings organised by 
crofters in North Argyll saw three 
of the five candidates discuss is-
sues as diverse as house building, 
vacant crofts and the future.

The meeting was held at the 
Creagan Inn, near Appin, on 
Thursday evening. The two 
Lochaber candidates were 
unable to make the event due to 
prior commitments. Catherine 
MacKinnon, the only woman 
standing for election, and Ronnie 
Campbell - known as Ronnie the 
Crofter - sent their apologies.

Chaired by David Colthart, 
of Appin, the meeting was well 
attended, with people at times 
straining to hear the arguments 
put forward.

The evening kicked off 
with each candidate delivering a 
seven-minute speech about their 
views and candidacy for crofting.

Uilleam Smith, an Islay crofter 
who moved to Inverness 30 years 
ago to work for the Crofting 
Commission, set out his stall as 
someone who has the credentials 
as a crofter with experience, 
understanding and the contacts 
within the commission to improve 
the lot of crofting.

Billy Neilson, a crofter from 
Taynuilt, discussed passionately 
the future of crofting and the 
need to ensure good standards 

and proper training for people 
who want to come into crofting. 
He talked about building crofting 
communities and the entitlement 
of crofters to be supported by 
other employment.

Coll crofter Colin Kennedy 
is standing for re-election. He 
talked about the work he has 
completed so far and his need to 
continue to make the commission 
work for crofters. In the past five 
years, he claimed, he had uncov-
ered cronyism alongside different 
rules across the country – many of 
which were in breach of Crofting 
Commission regulations.

While all candidates spoke with 
authority, there was a notable 
difference between the views of 
Mr Smith and Mr Neilson versus 
that of Mr Kennedy.

While Mr Kennedy was very 
clear in his position and role of the 
commission, he was dismissive of 
any deviation from the Crofting 
Act that could be delivered by 
candidates. Messrs Smith and 
Neilson could see the potential of 
crofters linking into other areas 
of legislation and sharing advice 
and knowledge.

At the end of the meeting, 
crofters were reminded that vot-
ing slips need to be returned by 
March 16, with election counts 
taking place on March 17 in 
many areas.

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

Claas Celtis 436 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q40, 85HP, shuttle, 2 spools, PUH, air con.................. £20,495
Zetor Proxima 95 4WD, 2009, c/w Traclift 120 loader / joystick / 3rd service / 
quick release, 90HP ...........................................................................................................................£19,495
Landini Vision 95, 2005, 4WD, c/w Quicke loader, straight o�  farm, Perkins 91HP, 
shuttle box .........................................................................................................................................£18,495
New Holland T4050 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q30 loader/ 5ft bucket, Zuider Front linkage and PTO, 
95HP ...................................................................................................................................................£18,595
New Holland T4050 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q30 loader/ 5ft bucket, Zuider Front linkage and PTO, 
95HP .................................................................................................................................................. £18,295
Massey Ferguson 5455, 4WD, 2004,95HP, air con, 40K, over-sized tyres, straight o�  farm .....£17,995
Manitou Manireach 526 Turbo, 2002, 5m reach, 2.6 ton lift, c/w pallet forks, Perkins engine, 85HP, 
PUH ....................................................................................................................................................£13,995
Renault Ceres 345, 4WD, 2003, c/w loader/bale spike, 1 owner from new, just of local farm ..£13,495
Massey Ferguson 390 4WD, c/w loader, 1996, coming straight of farm, new in stock .............£12,495 
John Deere 6100 4WD, 1994, c/w John Deere 640A loader / 6ft bucket, sold as seen to clear ..£11,995
Kubota STV36 Compact Tractor, 2011, c/w Kubota 6ft mid mounted deck, 
ex Glasgow City council.....................................................................................................................£10,995
Kubota STV36 Compact Tractor, 2011, c/w Kubota 6ft mid mounted deck, 
Glasgow City council .........................................................................................................................£10,995
Massey Ferguson 350 4WD, 1992, c/w loader/bucket, low hours, new in stock.......................£10,495
Case 895, 4WD, c/w Quicke loader, Stockman, 1993, new in stock full details on 
www.gordonagri.co.uk ....................................................................................................................£10,495
Kubota L3830 4WD, 2004, 38HP, shuttle with creep range, 2 spools, PUH, drawbar .................. £8,495
Case 695 Stockman Special 2WD, 1994, 72HP, 8 forward 4 reverse synchro, 2 spools, 
PUH/drawbar ...................................................................................................................................... £6,495
International 454 2wd, 1973, c/w loader and bale spike, 50HP, sold as seen ............................. £3,495 
Kubota U25 Mini Excavator, 2003, 2.5 Ton, c/w 4 buckets, quick hitch ....................................£11,495
JCB 801.8 CTS Mini Excavator, 2011, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets, Quick Hitch ........................................£11,995
JCB 801.8 CTS Mini Excavator, 2008, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets, Quick Hitch ........................................ £8,995
JCB 801.8 CTS Mini Excavator, 2008, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets, Quick Hitch ........................................ £8,995
Kubota KX36-3 Mini Excavator, 2008, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets, % ..................................................... £8,995
JCB 801.5 Mini Excavator, 2003, 1.5 Ton, 3555 recorded hours, 3 buckets ................................. £8,495
Yanmar B15-3 1.6 Ton mini excavator, 2004, c/wv3 buckets, rubber tracks 60% ...................£7,695
JCB 8008 Micro Excavator, 2006, 1 Ton, 530 recorded hours, 3 buckets, expanding tracks .......£7,995
JCB 8008 Micro Digger, 1 Ton, 2006, 3 buckets, rubber tracks, expanding tracks ......................£7,495
Benford Terex PT6000 Forward Tip Dumper, 4WD, 2007, 6000G payload, 
Cummins engine ................................................................................................................................ £6,995
Honda Foreman 500cc, semi auto, 2013, new style, new tyres / serviced .............CHOCE OF 3, £4,595 
Yamaha Grizzly 350cc, 2010 approx, automatic with reverse, selectable 4wd/2wd ................. £3,995
Arctic Cat Alterra, brand new, red, automatic, winch, road legal, UK Delivery £95 .....................£4,490
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BUSINESS NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR BUSINESS SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Get the best from your business
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local o�ce on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

A FORMER heating engineer 
who discovered a love for weaving 
is now selling his handmade shawls 
to customers around the world. 

Jonty Arnot and his wife Cat-
riona set up Weaving Home, 
based in Tarbert, last year and, 
with support from Business 
Gateway Argyll and Bute, have 
steadily grown the business using 
Facebook as a way to engage with 
potential and existing customers.

Weaving Home produces 
hand-woven, unique scarves and 
shawls using a variety of yarn and 
colours, taking on commissions 
from customers from across Scot-
land and the UK, Bangladesh, 
America, Italy and Kurdistan.

Jonty said: ‘The business has pro-
gressed in a way I didn’t initially 
expect, with the response and 
feedback being so overwhelmingly 
positive that we have sold a lot 
more of our shawls and scarves 
than originally envisaged for the 
year. We have built up a solid 
following on Facebook which has 
helped us get our name out there 
and connect with customers from 
all over the world.

‘Business Gateway’s one-to-one 
advice and workshops, especially 
the one on internet trading, were 
extremely helpful and gave us the 

confidence and the skills to set up 
an online business, allowing us 
to potentially reach anywhere 
in the world from our home in 
Tarbert.’

Jonty, who was diagnosed with 
Parkinson ’s disease 20 years ago, 
wanted a job that gave him the 

flexibility to work at home while 
also managing his illness. 

After completing a basic weav-
ing course in Oban, Jonty began 
experimenting with colours and 
invested in a new state-of-the-art 
loom. Now, he is planning on buy-
ing a second loom for Catriona to 

work on, as well as adding smaller 
products to their range, including 
multi-media framed art and cards. 

Later in the year, they will at-
tend their first trade show in the 
Scottish Borders with the aim of 
increasing the number of commis-
sions received. 

Jonty added: ‘I find weaving very 
therapeutic and working from 
home gives me peace of mind 
that if any of my symptoms flare 
up, I can take a rest. I’ve always 
been creative but now I really get 
to explore that side of me, playing 
around with colours and yarns. 
I’m finding it very enjoyable and 
when I finish a shawl or scarf, I do 
have a great sense of achievement. 

‘The plan is to get Catriona more 
involved in the weaving process, 
which would double our output, 
as well as opening our workshop 
to the public during the tourist 
season. All of this will hopefully 
help us increase our sales and in 
particular the amount of com-
missions we get which would be 
fantastic for us and our business.’

Donald Melville, a business 
adviser for Business Gateway, 
said: ‘By accessing both our expert 
advisory support and our fully-
funded workshops, Jonty made 
sure he was best placed to start 
up his online business by learning 
new skills and gaining the knowl-
edge needed to succeed.’

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help you set 
up and develop your own business, 
call 01546 808363 or visit www.
bgateway.com/argyll-and-bute.

Enterprising Jonty weaves a whole new career path from home

Argyll fi rms take up new 
business support scheme
BUSINESSES across Argyll and 
Bute are already taking advantage 
of a European-funded business 
support programme launched at 
the end of last year.  

More than 20 local firms have 
registered for the Business Gate-
way Local Growth Accelerator 
Programme and four have already 
been approved for grant funding. 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway is encouraging 
growing businesses in the Oban 
and Lorn area to get in touch and 
find out more about the support 
available. The programme gives 
growing local businesses the 
chance to access grant funding 
and specialist advice to help them 
expand. 

The programme, totalling 
almost £550,000, is funded by 
Argyll and Bute Council and the 
European Regional Development 
Fund, and is open until the end of 
December 2018 or until funds are 
fully allocated, if sooner. 

The types of grant available are 
a growth grant of up to £5,000, a 
new employee or graduate place-

ment grant of up to £12,000, and 
training, trade fair and accred-
itation grants of up to £1,500 for 
businesses in key growth sectors. 

The specialist advice on offer 
from subject experts includes 
up to two days of free advice on 
human resources, e-commerce, 
digital, marketing, growth strate-
gy, funding and tendering. 

To access support, businesses 
must first register for the pro-
gramme. The programme is open 
to micro-, small- or medium-sized 
businesses based in Argyll and 
Bute aiming to increase their 
turnover by £50,000 or more 
within the next three years. Any-
one wanting to register or discuss 
their eligibility should visit www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/bglgap or talk 
to a Business Gateway adviser on 
01546 604 555. 

A Business Gateway adviser will 
work with businesses registered 
for the programme to develop a 
growth plan and access relevant 
support. The programme is an 
additional service and comple-
mentary to the support already 

offered by Business Gateway. 
Anyone not eligible for the pro-
gramme is also being encouraged 
to talk to Business Gateway as 
other external sources of funding 
may be available to help a busi-
ness start-up, survive, or grow. 

Workshop places 
are still available
A LIMITED number of spaces 
are still available at four free 
half-day digital skills workshops 
coming up soon in Oban. 

The ever popular Introduction 
to Social Media workshop runs on 
March 22. This is ideal for anyone 
who hasn’t yet used social media 
for business and who is looking to 
find out how to get started.  

The workshop is delivered by 
Rene Looper of Tuminds Ltd, a 
social media expert and trainer 
with hands-on experience of run-
ning his own small business.  Rene 
will talk through the benefits and 
pitfalls of using social media, and 

give practical tips on which online 
tools to use and how. 

For those looking to use digital 
marketing to deliver real benefits 
for their business, the Digital-
Boost Digital Marketing Strategy 
workshop takes place on April 5. 

It covers how to create a digital 
marketing plan to meet business 
goals and shares techniques for 
improving content and reaching a 
wider audience. 

Creating captivating content for 
the right audience is crucial and 
this inspiring workshop explains 
digital trends, how to work with 
the big search engines and how to 
improve search results.  

The DigitalBoost Paid-for Digi-
tal Advertising on April 5 is aimed 
at those with a digital marketing 
plan in place and some experience 
of paid-for digital advertising.  

It will help improve the effec-
tiveness of current activity by ex-
ploring the merits of the different 
types of paid-for advertising and 
the mix of platforms to choose 
from. It also includes guidance 
on ad content, sizes, keyword 

planning, tracking and analysis of 
campaigns to help pinpoint areas 
for improvement. 

Producing quality digital content 
helps customers develop a mean-
ingful relationship with a brand 
and can boost sales.  

The DigitalBoost Producing En-
gaging Online Content workshop 
on April 6 will help businesses 
understand what kind of content 
their customers need, how to 
source it and how to measure its 
effectiveness. Ideal for those who 
already have a business website 
or use social media for their  busi-
ness, this workshop will help take 
digital content to the next level 
and boost sales. 

To book a place at any of these 
workshops, contact Business 
Gateway on 01546 604 555 or 
email business.gateway@argyll- 
bute.gov.uk. 

These workshops are not due 
to be repeated in Oban until the 
autumn so anyone currently inter-
ested in improving their digital 
skills  is encouraged to book a 
place at these April workshops. 

Wanted: new engineering apprentices
SCOTTISH and Southern 
Electricity Networks (SSEN) is 
encouraging candidates looking 
for careers in engineering to apply 
for its 2017 apprenticeship and its 
trainee programmes before the 
application deadline on March 19.

SSEN is looking for apprentices 
and trainee engineers to be based 
in its network areas in the north of 
Scotland, and in particular Oban, 
Fort William, Islay, the Isle of Mull 
and Bute.  

Applicants to the engineering 
craft apprenticeship can specialise 
in power distribution, undertaking 
a four-year programme to gain 
the knowledge and skills to build, 
repair and maintain the circuits 
that deliver electricity to homes 
and businesses across the network.

The three-year trainee pro-
gramme includes course-based 

learning while completing practical 
exercises in jointing, metering and 
overhead lines.

Both learning programmes offer 
candidates an excellent oppor-
tunity to gain a career within an 

exciting industry where they can 
truly make a difference every day.

Trainees on SSEN’s apprentice-
ship programme are provided with 
the opportunity to achieve a qual-
ification and an SVQ. Candidates 

will study towards a minimum 
HNC-level qualification with an 
academic provider, fully funded by 
the company.

Bev Keogh, director of Networks 
Business Assurance at SSEN, said: 
‘Our industry provides many inter-
esting, challenging and rewarding 
opportunities but recent research 
shows that 20 per cent of the work-
force in the energy and utilities 
sector is due to retire by 2023 – 
leaving a significant skills gap that 
we must work hard to address. 

‘The industry is changing and we 
need to adapt in response to this, 
filling the gap with strong, capable 
people to be able to sustain our 
business going forward.

‘You can kickstart a rewarding 
career by applying to SSEN’s ap-
prenticeship and trainee engineer 
programmes which allow people of 

all ages and skill levels the oppor-
tunity to develop by earning and 
learning at the same time. These 
types of programmes are vital to 
both the success of our company 
and our industry.’

For more information on the 
engineering craft apprenticeship 
and trainee engineer programme, 
go to ssen.co.uk/careers.

SSEN is partnering with the 
Energy and Utilities Skills Partner-
ship to build and launch the first 
ever joint Workforce Renewal and 
Skills Strategy. 

As part of the partnership, SSEN 
has committed to a new 12-month 
pilot programme that seeks to 
encourage people into careers in 
the industry. 

For more information, visit 
news.ssen.co.uk /news/al l-arti-
cles/2017/02/eu-skills/.

SSEN is looking for young people in Oban, Mull and Fort William.

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525

27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ  t: 01369 706198 
f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721

www.argyll� nancial.co.uk

Protection    Mortgages
Pensions    Investments

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

BUSINESS ADVISORS

BUSINESS STATIONERY

CORPORATE GYM MEMBERSHIPS

BUSINESS
MATTERS

Corporate Membership 
at Atlantis Leisure
It is a well-known fact that achieving a balanced 
lifestyle plays an essential part of general health and 
well-being. Regular exercise and general � tness is a 
contributing factor to a healthy and happy workforce. 
Atlantis Leisure recruit and train � tness professionals 
to deliver the best in personal training, group � tness 
and gym instruction available to their members. Sta�  
are on hand to ensure that every member not only 
receives the best possible service, but enjoys their � t-
ness at the same time. At Atlantis Leisure it is believed 
that with the right support, encouragement and 
motivation, members can achieve almost anything.
Free tours round Atlantis Leisure can be provided or 
they can come into your business to talk to you.
5-9 sta�  = 15% o�  direct debit or 20% o�  if paid 
annually »
10-19 sta�  = 20% o�  direct debit or 30% o�  if paid 
annually »
20-50 sta�  = 25% o�  direct debit or 35% o�  if paid 
annually »
The following organisations are currently enjoying 
corporate prices:
• NHS 25%
• Argyll & Bute Council (including schools) 25%
• Job Centre 20%
• Scottish Sea Farms 25%
• SAMS 25%
• Northern Light House Board 15%
• Scottish Water 20%
For more information about corporate membership 
contact Nick Wesley, Manager, on 01631 566800 ext 
205 or email nick@atlantisleisure.co.uk
Please note that the corporate membership does 
NOT include the Gym Unlimited package.

Advertorial
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Tel: 01463 231995/07900 296766

12’ Larch on Oak Rowing Boat
5’3” Beam, well maintained, £1,000

also Outjet Unit, no engine £100   Can deliver mainland

Tel: 07865 482636

SKODA YETI 2L TDI ELEGANCE 2011
36,400 miles, 4x4, 
FSH and timing 
belt done by 
Skoda, full leather 
interior, MOT 
August, excellent 
condition.£9,000 ono

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

S&S SERVICES
ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2016

2012 62 KIA CEED PROCEED 3 CRDI 
1.6 DIESEL 48000 MILES, BLACK .......................................£5800
2012 12 BMW 1 SERIES 116 i SPORT
1.6 PETROL 44000 MILES. WHITE ......................................£9500
2011 60 VOLVO XC60 DS SE AWD. 
2.4 DIESEL AUTO 68000 MILES ........................................£11995
2014 64 HONDA CR-V I-DTEC EX, 
2.2 DIESEL MANUAL 26000 MILES ...................................£18300
2013 13 RANGE ROVER EVOQUE SD4 PURE
2.2 DIESEL, MANUAL 41000 MLS .....................................£21595

3 tonne towing capacity 2.2L engine 400Nm torque

Selectable 4x4
with low range1 tonne payload

I     MY MUSSO

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

Henrys SsangYong
95 Titwood  Road, Glasgow G41 2DG
Telephone: 0141 649 6000     www.henrys-cars.com Quality Service and a Great Deal More!

Order your ‘17 Plate SsangYong at Henrys

     YOUR NEW
SSANGYONG FROM HENRYS

I     MY TIVOLI

423L Luggage
space

7 air bags

1.6 L petrol or
diesel engine Leather interior

7’’ touchscreen iPod &
Bluetooth connectivity

YEARS
FREE
SERVICING

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

TIVOLI from £12,950 at Henrys SsangYong

Fuel consumption figures in mpg, Urban 28.8 - 55.3, Extra Urban 42.8 - 72.4. CO2 emissions in g/km: 194 - 113. Models featured are Korando 2.2 ELX at £21,750, a Turismo EX at £21,750 and a Tivoli ELX at 
£17,000, all including optional metallic paint priced at £500, VAT, delivery charge, Road Fund Licence & first registration charge. Also featured is a MussoEX excluding VAT and including optional metallic paint at 
£17,995. Prices are correct at time of goint to print but may be modified or changed at any time. All o�ers subject to availability, E&EO and T’s&C’s.

I     MY KORANDO

7’’ touchscreen iPod &
Bluetooth connectivity

2.2 engine 400Nm torque

Intelligent 4x42 tonne towing capacity

YEARS
FREE
SERVICING

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

TURISMO from £19,250 at Henrys SsangYong

2.7 tonne towing
capacity 7 seater

875 - 3146L
Luggage space

2.2 engine 400Nm torque

I     MY TURISMO

YEARS
FREE
SERVICING

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

MUSSO from £15,995*ex VAT at Henrys SsangYong

KORANDO from £16,250 at Henrys SsangYong

BY 17EEN

3 tonne towing capacity 2.2L engine 400Nm torque

Selectable 4x4
with low range1 tonne payload

I     MY MUSSO

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

Henrys SsangYong
95 Titwood  Road, Glasgow G41 2DG
Telephone: 0141 649 6000     www.henrys-cars.com Quality Service and a Great Deal More!

Order your ‘17 Plate SsangYong at Henrys

     YOUR NEW
SSANGYONG FROM HENRYS

I     MY TIVOLI

423L Luggage
space

7 air bags

1.6 L petrol or
diesel engine Leather interior

7’’ touchscreen iPod &
Bluetooth connectivity

YEARS
FREE
SERVICING

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

TIVOLI from £12,950 at Henrys SsangYong

Fuel consumption figures in mpg, Urban 28.8 - 55.3, Extra Urban 42.8 - 72.4. CO2 emissions in g/km: 194 - 113. Models featured are Korando 2.2 ELX at £21,750, a Turismo EX at £21,750 and a Tivoli ELX at 
£17,000, all including optional metallic paint priced at £500, VAT, delivery charge, Road Fund Licence & first registration charge. Also featured is a MussoEX excluding VAT and including optional metallic paint at 
£17,995. Prices are correct at time of goint to print but may be modified or changed at any time. All o�ers subject to availability, E&EO and T’s&C’s.

I     MY KORANDO

7’’ touchscreen iPod &
Bluetooth connectivity

2.2 engine 400Nm torque

Intelligent 4x42 tonne towing capacity

YEARS
FREE
SERVICING

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

TURISMO from £19,250 at Henrys SsangYong

2.7 tonne towing
capacity 7 seater

875 - 3146L
Luggage space

2.2 engine 400Nm torque

I     MY TURISMO

YEARS
FREE
SERVICING

YEAR
LIMITLESS
MILEAGE
WARRANTY

MUSSO from £15,995*ex VAT at Henrys SsangYong

KORANDO from £16,250 at Henrys SsangYong

BY 17EEN

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Phone Chris: 07721 301419

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1400
2002, excellent 
condition, 74,000 
miles, MoT July 
2017.

£825 ono

Call Mike on 07501260076

11 REG AUDI A4 ALL ROAD QUATRO TDI
Full Service History
Just Serviced
Fantastic luxury/ 
performance car 
with great MPG
85K Miles
2 Keys
£10,000 ono

07341942941

CITROEN C5 AUTOMATIC HDI 1.6L
Diesel, Full 
history, brand 
new battery 
and tyres, 79000 
km to counter, 
automatic 
gearbox.
£1,350
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Tel: 01586 820574

NISSAN ALMERA 2002
1.8 Automatic, 5 doors, electric 

windows etc., 63,000 miles, new rear 
discs & pads, MOT November.

£700ono

Tel: 01631 562755/
07730 094865

20FT OLD JUPINER 
LUNAR CARAVAN

£250 o.n.o.

Call  today on 07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, free collection 

anywhere. Land Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 
All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly new or old, 
any conditions from perfect to written o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 

overheating etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer
New and Pre-Reg Renaults ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...............  £14,750
66 Dacia Sandero AMB 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Silver, Delivery Mileage .............. £7,250 
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........ £12,500
65 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Black, 5,500 Miles ......................... 12,995
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles ...... ............ .£7,450
64 Dacia Duster Access, 1.6, 4WD White, 9,550 Miles ............................ £8950
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .. ........... ......£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles ................................... £6,750
63 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCi, 5 Dr H/B, Black, 42,000 Miles  .................. £7450
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £9,450
13 Hyundai Active, 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Grey, 28,000 Miles ............................ £5,000
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles ................. £5,650
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,550
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles................... £6,995
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles ................................. £3,950
10 Renault Grande Modus DYN, TCE, 1.2, Blue, 31,000 Miles ................ £3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles ......................... £3,750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey ..................................................... £3,495
09 Honda Civi ES I-Vtec, 1.8 5Dr H/B, Blue, 55,350 Miles ...................... £4,650
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ......... ........... .....£4,250
COMMERCIALS

64 Vauxhall Combo CDTi, White, 5600 Miles ................................ £6,750+VAT
63 Renault tra�  c, LL29, DCi, White, 10200 Miles, ....................... £8,500+VAT
62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles . ........... .£6,850+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT
08 Ford Transit Connect, 1.8 TDL White ........................................ £2,750+VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White..................................................................POA
LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

S&S SERVICES
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2016

S&S - AWARD WINNERS FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS

S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

NEW 17 REG ON SALE NOW

SUBARU’S latest line-up of vehicles 
has been designed to serve a variety of 
purposes, whether you need a capable all-
terrain workhorse or a thrilling � ve-door 
saloon for exciting everyday drives. At S 
& S Services you have access to every new 
model from the manufacturer, and we are 
con� dent you will � nd one that delivers to 
your demands. 

� e award-winning Forester is Subaru’s 
best-ever SUV, and it is joined by the rewarding Impreza as 
well as the high-performance WRX STI a road-legal racer. On 
top of all the standard equipment provided by the brand, you 
have the opportunity to mould the � nish in line with your 
requirements, by selecting from a range of options. � ese 
include styling details and cutting-edge on-board kit, to 
accompany the accessories you can add a� er purchasing. 

� e experienced experts at S & S Services 
will make sure you are aware of every 
option available, and also explain the 
� nance agreements you can enter into to 
fund your next new car. � ey make the 
process of paying for your Subaru more 
manageable, as the costs are separated 
into � xed monthly instalments. Further 
a� ordable � nance plans are also included 
among the new car o� ers, which guarantee 

a great deal is enjoyed. 
With such quality found across the new Subaru stock, settling 

on just one may not be easy. To help you decide S & S Services 
will be happy to book you in for a test drive, and can also 
compare multiple models so you are fully informed of their 
strengths and features.  Pop into the showroom today or call 
01292 844 834 to speak to one the professionals. 

THE ALL-NEW SUBARU LEVORG

Tel 01567 830363

SWIFT CHALLENGER 470 SPECIAL EDITION
2berth in excellent condition. 
Totally unmarked inside and 
out. Spacious end shower 
wash room and toilet. Full 
cooker fridge etc. Many 
extras inc � y screens on 
all windows and door. All 
kitchen equipment included 
also gas btls, water container, 
hitchlock etc etc.£2450 Awning £250
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    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Marketi ng Executi ve
The Underwater Centre, Fort William 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/47895 

Food & Beverage Manager 
Perle Hotel, Oban 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/48094 

Maintenance Manager
Perle Hotel, Oban 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/47845 

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

Ardchattan Priory Garden
open to visitors in the summer

Requires a 

FULL-TIME GARDENER
Good gardening skills and 
self-motivation essential.

Accommodation provided.
Please email admin@ardchattan.co.uk for 

job description and application form.

Enable Scotland
Full & Part Time 
Support worker

For more information please call or 
text Rosalyn on 07909257436, 

call into our local office at McLeod Buildings, 
Lochavullin Road, or complete an online 

application form via our website.

www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk

£15,818 pro rata

Utility Personnel Required for 
BT/SSE contract in Scotland

GCU (UK) Ltd 
require the following urgently

Tarmac Teams
Box Teams

Digging Teams
Rake Men

Cable & Sub ducting Teams
HGV Working Drivers

Plant/Transport Manager
Site Agents

All applicants should have at least 
3 years experience in the specific trade 

and possess all relevant tickets.
All positions offer excellent renumeration.
To apply please email kimmc.gcu@gmail.com

Tel: 02871 368042   01463 783371 

North Argyll House
Care Home

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Recruiting for

Senior Care Officer - 
Part time permanent post

Care Assistant - 
Full time permanent post
Domestic Assistant - 
part time permanent post 

Cook - 
part time permanent post 

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

Full time - 37 Hours   Salary - £19,000 - £22,676

Location - Oban

Applications are invited for the post of Centre 
Co-ordinator, working for Oban Hospice Ltd.  

This is an exciting opportunity to lead the 
development of a newly established centre 

for people diagnosed mainly with cancer but 
also including other long term conditions.  

For further information about this role please 
contact enquiries@obanhospice.org.uk. 

Closing date 24 March 2017 with interviews 
being held on Thursday 13 April 2017.

Oban Hospice 
Limited
Centre 

Co-ordinator

PRACTICE NURSE 
VACANCY

Lochgilphead Medical Centre are 
recruiting a Practice Nurse.  This is a 
Permanent, Full-time post based in 
Lochgilphead and occasionally Furnace 
and Inveraray Surgeries. Experience in 
chronic disease management and health 
promotion are essential as are good 
communication skills and the ability to 
work as part of a team. Experience in 
sexual health and family planning are 
desirable. Further training is available if 
required.  Pay dependent on experience.
Closing date: 31 March 2017.
For further information please contact 
Team Lead Nurse, Hazel Whiston or 
to apply for the post contact Practice 
Manager, Corinne Cheetham on 01546 
462002.

are looking for
Part 2 or advanced scaffolder

Driving licence essential, good rates 
of pay.  Apply in writing with CV and 

covering letter to 
Strathclyde Scaffolding Services, 

105 Glengallan Road, Oban PA34 4HG

Strathclyde Scaff olding 
Services

MacArthur Legal, Solicitors, Oban 
have a vacancy for a full time Legal 

Secretary.  Secretarial experience is 
preferred but not essential.

Please send CV and covering letter 
to yvonne@macarthurlegal.co.uk

Tool Hire Assistant
Oban
As a vital part of our Tool Hire team, you’ll ensure 
we stock and deliver the right tools and equipment 
to meet our customer’s demands.
Ideally you will need experience of driving a Transit 
and trailer vehicles to deliver equipment on time to 
local sites. Every time the hire products come back to 
us, you’ll make sure they’re � t for the next customer. 
This will involve repairs, servicing and maintenance 
of numerous forms of plant equipment, so it’s 
important that you know your technical stu� , as well 
as having a friendly, positive attitude at all times.

Knowledge, Skills and Experience Required
• Forklift truck license desirable
• Full driving license is essential
• Relevant product knowledge, preferably within 
hire business is a strong advantage
• Experience of working within a sales driven 
environment is a strong advantage
• Knowledge and understanding of Health & 
Safety regulations is desirable
• Excellent customer service skills are essential
• Must be able to work on own initiative and as 
part of a team

Apply in � rst instance with CV to Tool Hire 
Supervisor, David Graham: 

david.graham3@jewson.co.uk 
or 01631 562208

PLANT FITTER
Experienced plant fitter required for busy 
plant hire company. Duties will include repair 
and maintenance of all types of plant and 
tools. Job will be based at our workshop but 
some site visits will be required, therefore, full 
driving licence is essential. This is a full time 
position of 40 hours per week with regular 
overtime available. Wage dependent on 
experience. 

For further information 
contact Irene on 01397 772333.

Applications by email to info@campbellplant.
co.uk or by post to Campbell Plant Hire 
(Lochaber) Ltd, Unit 6 Annat Industrial Estate, 
Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NA.

Corachie Clematis
Taynuilt, Argyll

Scotland, PA35 1HY
Tel: 01866 822266
Fax: 01866 822570

wholesale@corachieclematis.co.uk

Driver Required
Seasonal - Part time

Must have Class C + E/Class 1 licence
or 

Driver for 7.5 tonne lorry
Must have own transport and be able to work 

away from home 1 night per week
Help for CPC licence possible

Accommodation available to the right candidate

Garden Centre/Nursery
Seasonal Staff Required

Full/part time. Flexible hours
Own transport

Accommodation available to the right candidate
Please contact us on 

phone number or email above.

Argyll and Bute Council
Leisure and Libraries Charitable Trust – 

Independent Board Members
Argyll and Bute Council is currently progressing the establishment of 
a Charitable Trust, whose purpose will be to improve the health and 
wellbeing of our communities by developing and promoting library, 
sport and leisure services.
The Trust will deliver these services on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council 
and aim to be acknowledged and respected as the leading organisation in 
its fi eld. Its ambition will be to grow the business in 
a sustainable way, by providing high quality services that the public value 
and trust.
The main business of the Trust will be to deliver a Service Delivery 
Contract for the Council across the Company’s main areas of work: 
• Libraries  • Leisure Facilities  • Active Schools
• Archives  • Halls  • Sport Development
• Museum  • Community Centres • Community Lets
The Council is seeking to recruit 3 Independent Board Members to assist 
with creating and developing the new charitable company and to provide 
strategic direction and governance along with expert advice and support 
to its management team. 
The Council would welcome applications from individuals with:
•  A successful track record in business or community management
•  Experience of working as part of a Board or Senior Management Team 

of a charity or large organisation
• Knowledge of and interest in libraries, sport and/or leisure sector
•  Relevant business skills that could contribute to the development 

of the company including fi nancial, legal, property, marketing, and ICT.
Positions will be unpaid but reasonable expenses will be available.
For an application form please contact Diane McMillan on 
01546 604232 or e-mail LLTrust@argyll-bute.gov.uk .
The closing date for submissions is 5pm on 24th March 2017.
Interviews will take place towards the end of 
April 2017.
For an informal chat regarding the Trust please 
contact Donald MacVicar, Head of Community 
and Culture on 01546 604364.
Please note that this appointment is not open 
to employees of Argyll and Bute Council.

Primary Teacher
Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pairce
Salary: £22,416 - £35,763, Hours: 35                                 Ref No: EDN04351

We are looking for skilled, enthusiastic class teachers to provide an excellent 
educational experience for pupils, delivered in the Gaelic Medium. You will 
join Edinburgh’s dedicated Gaelic medium primary school. Applicants must be 
fluent in Gaelic.
Post 1: Permanent, from August 2017.
Post 2: Fixed-term post from 18 April 2017, initially for P1.

Theid fàilte a chur air luchd-tagraidh airson dreuchd tidseir ann am Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pàirce, sgoil Ghàidhlig Baile Mòr Dhun Eideann, a chaidh a fosgladh 
ann an 2013. Le aireamhan sgoileir a’ fas, tha sinn a’ sireadh thidsearan sgileil, 
dealasach, gus sar-àrainneachd foghlaim a libhrigeadh do sgoilearan tro 
mheadhan na Gàidhlig, a’ tòiseachadh san Lunastal 2017. Feumaidh an luchd-
tagraidh a bhith clàraichte no airidh air roghainn clàraidh leis an GTCS. Bidh 
e deatamach gum faighear ballrachd fo Sgeama Dion Bhuidhnean So-leònte 
mus gabhar an dreuchd. Bu chòir gun cuirear luchd-tagraidh a-steach tro 
làrach-lin www.myjobscotland.gov.uk

Salaries are in accordance with the Scheme of Salaries and Conditions 
of Service for Teaching Staff in School Education. This post is considered 
Regulated Work with Vulnerable Children and/or Protected Adults, under the 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007. Preferred candidates will 
be required to join the PVG Scheme or undergo a PVG scheme update check 
prior to a formal offer of employment being made by the City of Edinburgh 
Council.

To find out more and apply go to www.myjobscotland.gov.uk 
Closing Date: 23 March 2017

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/jobs

COMMITTED TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES.

In association with myjobscotland
YOUR COUNCIL – YOUR FUTURE

TECHNICAL SERVICES OFFICER
(KINTYRE)

Salary Scale:   Grade 6
£29,840 - £37,300 

Fyne Homes Ltd is a charitable, community based Registered Social 
Landlord owning and managing 1500 homes in Bute, Cowal, Mid-Argyll 
and Kintyre.  Fyne Homes is also a registered Property Factor providing 
factoring services to around 400 homes and has active development and 
capital investment programmes.

We are currently recruiting for a Technical Services Officer to join our 
team. This will be based at our Campbeltown office and cover the Kintyre 
area.

Reporting to the Technical Services Manager, you will provide an effective 
and efficient property management service as part of a team within Fyne 
Homes and work closely with the contractors delivering services under 
our Framework Agreements.  Key tasks include day to day management 
of reactive, cyclical and capital investment programmes.

It is desirable that applicants either hold or are studying towards a rel-
evant professional qualification or can demonstrate equivalent working 
knowledge and experience in the property maintenance/building sector.

The hours of work are 35 hours per week.

In return for the above we offer an attractive salary and conditions.

Application packs can be obtained from

Fyne Homes Ltd
81 Victoria Street, Rothesay
Isle of Bute, PA20 0AP
Tel:  0345 607 7117
e-mail:  postmaster@fynehomes.co.uk
or visit our website – www.fynehomes.org.uk to download a pack.

NO AGENCIES PLEASE

Closing Date: Noon on Monday 20 March 2017   Interview Date: 28 
March 2017
Fyne Homes believes in promoting equality and diversity

Registered Scottish Charity 
number SC009152

A luxury hotel coming soon...
Join our opening team

We are recruiting all positions for this beautiful 60-bedroom hotel with
bistro, café and event space. We are seeking happy, passionate people who

can host guests from all over world with genuine warmth and kindness.

Chefs of all levels
Reception Manager and Front of House Team

Head Housekeeper and Room Attendants
Restaurant, Bar and Barista Staff

Maintenance Manager

Come and meet the team at:
Corran Halls, Oban / Friday 10th March / 10-3pm

careers@perlehotels.com
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.
Reference Number

17/00621/FUL

17/00664/PIP

17/00779/FUL

17/00824/FUL

17/00869/FUL

17/00922/PIP

Development  Address

Land 70M South of A82 
And A830 Junction, 
Lochybridge, Fort William

7 Upper Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Land 700M SW of 
Glenspean Lodge Hotel, Roy 
Bridge

The Moorings, Achintore 
Road, Fort William

Land 70M SE of Bayview, 
Cleadale, Isle of Eigg

Land 20M East of Ross Dhu, 
Argyll Road, Fort William

Proposal Description

Upgrade existing access 
arrangements and associated works

Erection of house

Erection of house and livestock/ 
implement shed, formation of access 
and installation of septic tank and 
soakaway (renewal)

Erection of house and letting unit

Retrospective erection of games hut

Erection of house

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Fearann Eilean Iarmain 
has registered their croft 
Harapul (mill croft) on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 21st 
November 2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
I4035.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS

S MacNaughton
51, 53 & 55 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
0.092 ha –Existing house 
site
77293

*S MacNaughton
51, 53 & 55 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
0.328 ha – Existing house 
site
77297

Written comments 
from any member of 
the crofting community 
within the locality of the 
croft may be sent to the 
Crofting Commission by 
6th April 2017 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk

*The Commission will 
consider any expressions 
of demand when deciding 
whether to issue a Direction.  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

Donald Campbell has 
registered his croft 
at 72/73 Camaghael, 
Kilmallie on the crofting 
register held by the 
Registers of Scotland. 
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 21/11/2017. Details 
of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
12203.

Propsed Let of a Croft
Nevis Estates Limited are applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent to let the tenancy of the croft at 
Glasnacardoch (share), Glenelg to Theresa MacDonald, 
Shore Cottage, Glasnacardoch, Mallaig.

If you consider you have a relevant interest in this 
application, you may submit comments in writing to the 
Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.scotland.gov.uk 
within 28 days from the date of publication of the advert. 
Please note that any comments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would also be released under a 
Freedom of Information enquiry.

A82 North Road, Fort William

Notice No 1

Morbaine Ltd would like to advise the public that 
construction in connection with the roundabout 
needed to serve the new North Road Retail Park, 
adjacent to the Lochaber Smelter will begin on 13th 
March 2017.

The initial works will not affect the normal passage of 
traffic until later this year although the footpath to the 
north side will be diverted to the south side from 24th 
April 2017.

Morbaine Ltd and their Contractor, I & H Brown Ltd, 
apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause 
as being a part of the essential works needed to 
complete the Park by August 2017.

There are further details to be viewed on our website 
www.morbaine.co.uk/A82 and further Notices will be 
issued in due course.

Alex Brodie

Director

are looking for
HGV/7½ ton Driver Labourer
Driving licence essential, good rates 
of pay.  Apply in writing with CV and 

covering letter to 
Strathclyde Scaffolding Services, 

105 Glengallan Road, Oban PA34 4HG

Strathclyde Scaff olding 
Services

Hodge Fencing 
need an 

Office / Yard / 
General assistant.

Part time. Computer skills essential 
& manual handling involved

email sales@hodgefencing.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(B8035 SALEN-GRULINE-KINLOCH ROAD, ISLE OF MULL) 
(KNOCK BRIDGE TEMPORARY 7.5 TONNES MGW WEIGHT 
RESTRICTION) ORDER 2017
On Monday 6th March 2017, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffi c Regulation Act 1984, 
as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause 
or permit to be driven any motor vehicle whose maximum gross weight 
exceeds 7.5 tonnes, on that length of the B8035 Salen-Gruline-Kinloch 
Road, as carried by Knock Bridge which extends to 47 metres or thereby.
This restriction is required to prevent further serious damage to the 
structure and surface of the bridge.
The order will take effect at 0001 hours on 13th March 2017 and will 
remain in operation until 2359 hours on 10th September 2018.
Restricted Alternative Route – 18t MGW
An alternative route is available via the B8035, A849 Salen-Craignure-
Iona Ferry Road and the B8035 and vice versa. The B8035 is restricted 
to a maximum gross weight of 18 tonnes from its junction with the 
A849 at Kinloch to the entrance of Balmeanach Farm.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 
1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD

To fi nd out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/00493/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North Of 1 Kilvaree 
Connel Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Offi ce 
Connel

17/00025/PP Renovation of existing building to form 
2 new dwellinghouses, external store and 
installation of septic tank

The Thatched Terrace Sandaig 
Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6XQ 

Tiree Area Offi ce

17/00467/PP Siting of 1 No caravan for seasonal workers 
use (retrospective), formation of 4 No 
electric hookups for mobile homes (overspill) 
(retrospective), formation of electric 
hookups for mobile homes 10 No. 
retrospective and 6 No. proposed, and 
formation of 1 No campsite (retrospective). 
Extension of existing access road and 
installation of septic tank

Port Mor Centre Port 
Charlotte Isle Of Islay 
PA48 7UE

Sub Post Offi ce 
Port Charlotte

17/00492/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 14/00338/PPP – Site for the 
erection of a dwellinghouse

Land North Of Croft 
5 Kilvaree Connel Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Connel

17/00491/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 14/00336/PPP – Site for the 
erection of a dwellinghouse

Land At Kilvaree Connel 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Connel

17/00314/PP Erection of offi ces and stores Plot 5 Glenshellach Industrial 
Estate Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Offi ce

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/fi nd-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives 
is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confi dential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offi ces, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

to fi nd out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

A83 OLD MILITARY ROAD
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have 
determined that their proposal to widen a section of the A83 trunk 
road at the Rest and Be Thankful is:
(a)  not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 

85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment as amended by Council 
Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the 
European Parliament and Council; 

(b)  is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) 
of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said 
Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in 
Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject to an 
environmental impact assessment in accordance with the Directive,

and accordingly the project does not require the publication of an 
Environmental Statement. 
F BROWN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Trunk Roads Bus Operations,  
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
21st February 2017

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATIONS FOR VARIATION OF AUTHORISATION

TARBERT SOUTH MARINE CAGE FISH FARM

ARDCASTLE MARINE CAGE FISH FARM

ARDGADDAN MARINE CAGE FISH FARM

Applications have been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) by The Scottish Salmon Company Limited to vary water use licence 
numbers CAR/L/1010476; CAR/L1010775 and CAR/L/1010817 authorising the 
carrying on of a controlled activity at, near or in connection with marine cage fish 
farms on Loch Fyne, as follows:

SEPA considers that the above change(s) to controlled activities may have an 
adverse impact on the water environment and on the interests of other users of the 
water environment.
A copy of the applications and any accompanying information may be inspected free 
of charge, at the SEPA Registry below, between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday (except local and national holidays).  Alternatively, the applications may be 
viewed on SEPA’s website at: http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/consultations/
advertised-applications-under-car/. 
Any person affected or likely to be affected by or having an interest in, the 
applications may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning 
with the date of this advertisement, either by email to registrydingwall@sepa.org.
uk or to the following address, quoting the relevant reference number.
Registry Department, SEPA, Dingwall office, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, 
Dingwall, IV15 9XB
Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement 
will be taken into consideration in determining the applications.  Any such 
representations will be placed in a public register unless the person making them 
requests that they should not be.  Where such a request is made SEPA will include 
a statement in the register indicating that representations have been made which 
have been the subject of such a request.
Before determining the application, SEPA will:
• Assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the activity 
or activities;
• Assess the indirect effects of that impact on any other aspects of the environment 
likely to be significantly affected; 
• Consider any likely adverse social and economic effects of that impact and of any 
indirect environmental effects that have been identified; 
• Consider the likely environmental, social and economic benefits of the activity;
• Assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of other 
users of the water environment; 
• Assess what steps may be taken to ensure efficient and sustainable water use; 
and 
• Apply and have regard to relevant legislation.
SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application.

Name & Reference 
Number

Tarbert South
CAR/L/1010476

Ardcastle
CAR/L/1010775

Ardgaddan 
CAR/L/1010817

Description of 
controlled activity

Change(s) to the 
discharge trade effluent 
arising from the increased 
production of salmon at 
an existing Marine Cage 
Fish Farm

Waters 
affected

Loch Fyne

National grid 
reference

NR 9020 6530

NR 9507 9078

NR 9080 8101

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLES AND BARBARA TYRE TRUST 
Each Year the Trust may Provide Grants that assist applicants 

   to obtain additional qualifications at a University or other 
institute of higher education. 

   to train in a trade or profession other than that in which they are 
at present trained. 

   to undertake a course provided by the Open University for which 
they have registered. 

   to undertake training in leadership and initiative. 
   to benefit from recreative holidays in cases special needs. 

Terms and Conditions Apply 

Further details and an application form may be obtained online at 

www.charlesandbarbaratyretrust.org.uk 
Completed applications must be received no later than 31 May 2017, and 
applications received after the closing date will NOT be considered except 
in exceptional circumstances. Please note application forms will be 
accepted before examination results are received. 

Clerk to the Governors, Charles and Barbara Tyre Trust, 
Loch Awe House, Barmore Road, Tarbert, PA29 6TW   Tel:  01880 820 277 

 
Charles And Barbara Tyre Trust, SC031378 

Shepherdess (55) 
with good dog 

seeks cottage and 
work with sheep. 

Can also tend other 
livestock/domestic/

care work. 
Telephone 01770 
302964 evenings.

HOUSEKEEPER/
GENERAL 

ASSISTANT/PART-
TIME WAITRESSES 

REQUIRED
Crear, Kilberry, 

Argyll
Flexible hours

info@crear.co.uk
01880 770369

Closing date: 24 March 2017.

To apply visit 
our website

Pupil Escort (Permanent, Part-Time, Term-Time)
£13,285 - £14,526 Oban Ref: CTF00179

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
EMPLOYER

You will assist in maintaining the purchase ledgers for 3 subsidiary 
companies and carry out various periodic reconciliations.  Duties will 
include processing of supplier purchase orders, invoices and statement 
reconciliation, processing of staff expense claims and credit card 
transactions as well as preparation of electronic payment runs and posting 
of bank transactions.
You will also be responsible for maintaining an orderly filing system within 
the department.  
You may be required to assist with other financial activities within the 
business over this busy period. 
Job sharing will be considered for this post as will flexible hours.
We are looking for an enthusiastic individual who is a team player, has 
strong numerical and communication skills, is able to work quickly and 
accurately and is familiar with nominal codes and VAT codes. Experience 
of Excel and financial processing software would be an advantage but full 
training on software will be provided.  
We are ideally looking for someone who can start immediately.

Further information is available on line at www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, 
please write to: Human Resources, Purchase Ledger Assistant, Job Ref 
D12/16.JM The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine 
Institute, Oban, Argyll PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

The closing date for receipt of applications is 17th March 2017
Interviews will be held soon after the closing date.

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Purchase Ledger Assistant
Fixed Term Appointment for 3 months
Salary £18,734 per annum

Vacancy:  1 x Freshwater Operative 
Details: Full Time, Permanent 

Location:  Furnace Smolt Unit, near Inveraray, Argyll
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Indus-
try producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding 
market. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles 
of Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a 
sustainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Operative 
at our Furnace Smolt Unit.  As part of a small team, they will assist their colleagues 
in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working environment for all. 

The Role

Reporting to the Freshwater Manager, the Freshwater Operative is responsible for 
all aspects of day-to-day husbandry throughout the freshwater production cycle, 
whilst maintaining the site’s high standards of hygiene & biosecurity.

You will be expected to participate in an alarm and weekend duty rota and be pre-
pared to work flexible hours should the needs arise.

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 

• Experience working in an Aquaculture Recirculation Unit 
• Ability to participate in an Alarm Duty rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will 
be required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

In return for your commitment, hard work and dedication we offer excellent terms 
and conditions, including; competitive salary, bonus scheme, company pension, 
salary sacrifice schemes and generous holiday entitlement.

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and 
contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your 
covering letter and CV by 22 March 2017 to krystal.flett@cookeaqua.com 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Mature country loving couple required, gardener/
handyman/driver, light cleaning/cooking and help 

in antique shop.  Self contained two bedroom 
accommodation, rural location.  References essential.  

Telephone 07718278827 or 
email elizabethjbond@aol.com
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TO LET
Industrial Unit, 4,000 sq feet, 
Glengallan Industrial Estate, 
Oban. Plus 900sq meters of 

yard space. 
£30,000 per annum 

plus rates. 
To contact 07788923752.

TO LET
No.2 Glenfern, Fassfern
3 bedroom semi-detached house & garden
Fully decorated and carpeted. Unfurnished. 

EPC Rating F32
Landlord Reg No. 568477

£570 p.c.m.
Apply in writing to

Fassfern Estate, 9 Glenfern, Fassfern, Fort William.
Tel:  01397 772288

TO LET

Garmony House, Isle of Mull Offers over £550,000

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

One of the fi nest Georgian houses on Mull with outbuildings and grounds of 1.59 acres (0.64ha) with spectacular 
views over the Sound of Mull. EPC rating (F37)

Within heart of town centre
Adjacent on street car parking
NIA – 41.98sq.m (452 sq.ft.) approx..
EPC rating ‘G’
Offers over £60,000

Corran Esplanade, Oban, PA34 5PX

01631 564225    oban@dmhall.co.uk

FOR SALE
Shop Premises

8 Stevenson St. Oban

HOMEOWNERS in Oban are being urged to get 
their houses in order now to prevent problems 
with pests this summer.

The dust and dirt that might have accumulated 
in the darkest recesses of any home over the 
winter months can support an entire eco-system 
of bugs.
And pest experts say acting while any insects 

are still dormant can help to avoid infestations 
from occurring later in the year.
Dee Ward-Thompson, of the British Pest Control 

Association (BPCA), said: ‘Spring is a time when 
temperatures begin to rise and nature starts to 
wake up.
 ‘Insects will emerge to build nests and forage 
for food and, left unchecked, their presence can 
turn from a minor nuisance in February or March 
to a major problem in summer.
 ‘The better the weather, the faster they breed 
and, when insects are breeding rapidly, they can 
become a real issue in no time at all.
 ‘Householders who add simple preventative 
measures to their list of spring cleaning jobs 
could therefore save themselves a lot of trouble 
in the long run – it’s de� nitely worth the e� ort.’
 Rats and mice are a common problem for many 

households even throughout the winter as they 
seek shelter from the cold.
But the start of spring brings with it the 

potential for issues with a variety of other pests 
too including ants, � ies, wasps and cockroaches.

Mrs Ward-Thompson 
added: ‘Just because 
you won’t necessarily 
see insects in your 
home yet doesn’t 
mean they’re not 
there.
 ‘The chances are 
that eggs and nests 
are hidden in a dark 
corner somewhere 
and will spring to life 
once the weather 
starts to get warmer.
 ‘Cleaning the house 
from top to bottom 
is a good idea as 
it’s a chance to give 

attention to areas that would perhaps normally 
be forgotten.
 ‘But there are a number of other practical 
measures that can be carried out now to ensure 
pests are kept away from your property as much 
as possible this summer.’
   Simple tips for a pest-free home…

Mind the gap: Pests can and do gain access 
to your home through the smallest of space so 
check potential entry points. 

Ensure doors and windows can be closed 
properly and seal up any external gaps, holes or 
crevices that could provide a way in.

Check the attic and ventilation systems, wall 
cavities and other often-neglected areas and 
consider adding mesh beneath any decking 
adjacent to patio doors etc.

Deep clean: areas with food, water and dark 
spaces are ideal environments for pests. 

Cleanse pantries, cupboards and wardrobes 
thoroughly and air out clothes that have not 
been used in a long while.

Areas such as beneath the fridge, between 
cupboards or behind work surfaces are usually 
warm and inviting places for pests and should 
be checked while any leaks beneath the sink 
should be repaired.

Trim and tidy: general household clutter 
should be kept to a minimum.
 Clean all surfaces thoroughly to remove any 

Head off pest threat by getting your house
in order this spring...

food residue and don’t leave food lying around 
overnight.

Try to never leave dirty dishes or utensils in the 
sink, keep loose or dry food in air-tight containers 
and pick up your pet’s food bowl at night.
   Suck it and see: vacuum carpets regularly and 
thoroughly to make rooms less attractive to 
pests. 
  It will also help you to notice any signs of an 
infestation as early as possible.
  Great outdoors: get rid of any standing water 
outside and keep vegetation around buildings 
short and tidy. Piles of scrap wood, gathered 
leaves or other clutter should be kept to a 
minimum.

Inspect the shed and garage too, particularly if 
they’re adjacent to the house, and remove any 
debris that could make good nests.
  Dispose of rubbish carefully and keep bins well 
maintained with their lids closed.

Areas around bird feeders should also be kept 
clean and compost heaps should be covered.
 The BPCA website contains advice on all 
domestic pests along with a search tool to � nd 
professional controllers in your area. Visit www.
bpca.org.uk.

FIRST TIME BUYER 
NUMBERS INCREASING 
DESPITE HOUSE PRICE RISES

In 2016, fi rst-time buyers borrowed 
more money than ever before, with a 
record £53.6bn of mortgage loans be-
ing granted to new property owners, 
a rise of 13.5 per cent compared with 
2015.

In July 2016, the UK’s largest mortgage 
lender, Halifax, revealed that the num-
ber of people buying properties for the 
fi rst time was increasing, with 154,200 
fi rst time buyers being successful 
in the fi rst half of 2016 compared to 
140,500 in the same period in 2015. 
This represents an increase of 10 per 
cent.  The average price of a property 

in Scotland, in December 2016, was 
£141,553. This is an increase of 3.5 
per cent on the previous year.

In spite of these fi gures being a cause 
for optimism for property sellers, the 
most recent fi gures released by Halifax 
and Nationwide for January 2017 both 
indicate some slowing in the market at 
the start of the new year. However, the 
full-year Offi ce for National Statistics 
(ONS) numbers indicate resilience in a 
market that suffered from uncertainty 
as a result of property purchase tax 
changes and the EU referendum last 
year. In spite of these challenges for 
the market overall, it seems that fi rst 
time buyers have been unaffected, 
forging ahead in record numbers with 
house purchases. 

This surge in fi rst-time buyer activity is 
being supported by major banks that 
are catering specifi cally for this mar-
ket. 

If you are looking for advice about 
buying a home, please do get in touch 
with us and one of our experts will talk 
you through the process.

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

www.west-property.co.uk
9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

ANTLER COTTAGE, OBAN
•     Charming Link Cottage
•     1 Bedroom (En suite) /
        1 Bathroom
•     Private outlook with 
        stunning views
•     Excellent holiday 
        investment potential
•     Spacious open plan living
        area
•     EPC Rating - D (60)

OIRO £200,000
Antler Cottage - A RARELY AVAILABLE & DECEPTIVELY 
SPACIOUS 1 bedroom link cottage previously let as a 4* 
HOLIDAY LET this cottage. Enjoying views of Loch na Beith and 
Ben Lora in the highly desirable village of North Connel, only 5 
miles North of Oban.

CALA SONA, TOBERMORY

OIEO £240,000
Built in 2012 the property boasts spacious rooms and modern 
fittings throughout. The property is accessed via a generous 
utility room which leads onto the main living area. The open 
plan lounge kitchen and dining room is bathed in natural light 
from the large windows to the front and features a modern 
fitted kitchen. The layout of the spacious living and dining area 
make this a fantastic space to enjoy time with family.

• Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
    /1 WC
• Built 2012 
• Spacious Rooms 
• Excellent Family Home 
• Easy to Maintain Garden

UISGEAN, BUNESSAN

OIRO £185,000

• Detached Bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Beautiful Views
• Close To Village Amenities 
• Holiday Rental Potential EPC 

Rating - D55

Uisgean - a delightful detached bungalow overlooking Loch 
an Lathaich and the village of Bunessan on the Isle of Mull. 
The property comprises a glazed porch, lounge, kitchen 
diner with utility room at the rear. The hall leads to three well 
proportioned bedrooms, shower room and small study. The 
porch to the front of the property makes a lovely spot to sit on 
a sunny day and enjoy the views over the loch.

THE KNOLL, OBAN

OIEO £340,000

•     Detached Victorian Villa
•     3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
•     Elevated situation above
        Oban Bay
•     Large decking with views
        across Oban Bay
•     Renovated throughout
•     EPC Rating - D

 The Knoll - A beautiful detached Victorian villa with stunning 
views across Oban Bay. The property retains many of its 
original features and has been renovated to a high standard by 
the current owner. On the ground floor, the generous reception 
rooms to the front are bright spaces, bathed in natural light 
owing to the large sash windows and high ceilings.

GLENCRUITTEN DRIVE, OBAN

Fully Furnished 3 Bedroom Flat in popular Oban Area. This 
property comes complete with spacious double bedrooms, 
two with built in wardobe storage. Furnishings are in very 
good condition. Gas central heating throughout with double 
glazed windows. All white goods included; fridge-freezer, 
washing machine, dishwasher and cooker.

£625 PCM

•     3 bedroom Fully  
        Furnished Flat
•     Close to Oban town   
        centre
•     Street Parking
•     Council Tax - C
•     EPC Rating - D(63)

COMBIE STREET, OBAN

Unfurnished 2 Bedroom Flat in Oban Town Centre. This 
spacious property has double bedrooms, a shower 
bathroom and plentiful storage throughout. Unfurnished 
with white goods included. The flat also includes a shared 
communal garden with washing green. Electric heating. 
Council Tax (Band B) & Utilities excluded. Deposit & 
References required.

£525 PCM

•     2 bedroom flat
•     Unfurnished
•     Town centre location
•     Shared garden
•     Shared washing green
•     EPC:D

ARGYLL SQUARE, OBAN

Spacious 2 Bedroom Flat in Oban town centre. This 
property comprises of two furnished double bedrooms 
with plentiful storage, a separate kitchen and lounge, and 
bathroom with shower and bath facilities. The large kitchen 
has table and chairs as well as white goods and the lounge 
has two sofas. There is gas central heating throughout and 
double glazed windows. Available end March 2017.

£550 PCM

•     2 bedroom flat
•     Furnished
•     Town centre location
•     EPC:D

OVERVIEW   Burnsall offers a rare opportunity 
to purchase a magnifi cent family home in a 
stunning and most desirable position. With 
around 3,000 square feet of accommodation, 
generous family rooms, fi ve bedrooms, four 
bathrooms and an annex with separate living 
room, dining kitchen, bedroom and wet-room, 
Burnsall offers any purchaser a high degree 
of fl exibility. Ideal as space for visiting guests 
or a semi-dependent family member, the 
annex also has the potential to provide the 

owner with useful rental income. This 
outstanding south-facing modern house 
commands spectacular views from almost 
every window - Loch Etive and the Falls of 
Lora to the front; Lochan na Beithe and Beinn 
Lora to the rear. With its bright spaciousness, 
tasteful decor, oil-fi red central heating, double 
glazing, attractive balcony and integral garage 
(currently used as a gym), Burnsall presents 
a unique opportunity to acquire a most com-
fortable and desirable West Coast home

LOCATION Burnsall offers the benefi t of a 
spectacular semi-rural location within the 
highly desirable area of North Connel. Connel 
Village close by is a thriving community 
offering a broad range of facilities including a 
Primary School, Doctor’s Surgery, Post Offi ce/
Village Shop, Railway Station, Bus Routes, 
Restaurants and Pubs. Just fi ve miles to 
the south-west is the bustling port of Oban, 
boasting excellent transport links and a good 
range of shops, supermarkets, bars, cafes, 
restaurants and leisure facilities.

www.west-property.co.uk
Oban 01631 569 466  ·  Fort William 01397 747123

See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

• Spacious Detached House 
with Annex

• 6 Bedroom / 5 Bathroom / Gym 

• Stunning views of Loch Etive 
• Driveway parking for multiple 

vehicles

• Large Private Garden
• Highly sought after location
• EPC - E52

FOR SALE

OIRO £450,000

BURNSALL, NORTH CONNEL

FLAT STEVENSON HOUSE, OBAN

One bedroom flat located centrally in Oban. Recently 
refurbished with new carpets and modern, neutral colours 
throughout. Open plan living room and modern kitchen with 
spacious a double bedroom and bathroom with shower 
over bath. The property comes unfurnished with built-in 
cooker. Rent excludes Council Tax (Band C) and utilities. 
Deposit and references required.  AVAILABLE NOW!

£475 PCM

•     One bedroom flat
•     Unfurnished
•     Town centre location
•     Recently refurbished
•     Modern neutral colours
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OBAN BLINDS

PORTABLE SITES TRADE SUPPLIES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Kitchens, Glazing, Windows & Doors, Roofl ights, Flat Roofs, Roofl ine, 
Porches, Conservatories, Sun Rooms, Extensions, New Builds 
including Architectural Services

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

COAL FOR SALE
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FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

CHIMNEY SERVICES

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

TREE SURGEON

PERSONAL NOTICE

HOME CLADDING

SCOTTISH COTTAGES PRIVATE TUTOR

PRIVATE TUTOR FOR MATHS, 
PHYSICS & GEOGRAPHY

One-to-one tuition from Oxford graduate

All levels of SQA qualifications taught 

Competitive prices and flexible availability

Fort William based but can travel as required

Contact: Alastair Graves
07914 700 989

alastair.graves@hotmail.co.uk

ELECTRICIAN

Happy 18th
Birthday 

Cara
Lots of love

The Fam
 xxxx

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

PEWTER MUGS selection 
of mugs some engraved 
email for pics nearest of-
fers, £50 Telephone 01631 
720369

 BOOKS
PAPER BACKS Box of 21 
mostly new paperbacks a 
few books, Rosie Harris, J 
Cox, Lucy Diamond etc, can 
deliver to Oban. Bargain, 
£10 Telephone 01631 
720369

 BUILDING / DIY
WHITE MARBLE EFFECT 
FIRE SURROUND Fire sur-
round is 37” by 37” by 0.75”. 
Hearth is 48” by 15” by 
2.25”. Heavy stone material. 
Buyer to collect. Call eve/
weekend, £99 Telephone 
01631 581367

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

LAPTOP FOR SALE Me-
dion Akoya model E6221, 
i3-2310M processor, 4GB 
RAM, Windows 10 installed, 
with mouse + laptop bag. 
Selling as have new PC, 
£99 Tel 01631 581367

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
ARGOS LARDER FRIDGE 
Brand New. Never been 
used. Unwanted item in 
new fl at purchase. Buyer 
must collect, £45 Telephone 
01631 358731

BELLING ELECTRIC 
COOKER Ceramic Hob in 
good condition can deliver 
locally, £80 Telephone 
01499 302021
BOSCH CLASSIXX 
FRIDGE FREEZER 54cm 
wide, 60cm deep, 126cm 
high. Good condition and 
working order except that 
new interior light bulb is 
required, £30 Telephone 
01631 730320
BREVILLE 1000w pro kitch-
en whole fruit juicer, used 
once, £45 Telephone 01546 
603245
HOTPOINT AQUARIOUS 
6kg Tumble Dryer, vented 
(rear only). In good working 
condition. (Ardrishaig), £40 
Telephone 01546 606639 or 
07879 826560
HOTPOINT OVEN GRILL 
Hotpoint stainless steel fan 
oven grill in good condition. 
Fits standard 600mm oven 
housing, £50 Telephone 
01631 563368
INDESIT WASHING MA-
CHINE, £50 ono Telephone 
07867 507381
LEISURE RANGE COOK-
ER Electric range cooker 
with 2 ovens, grill, storage 
drawer, 5 ring hob with 
warming plate also extractor 
hood and back panel, £300 
Telephone 01631 563303²
VACUUM CLEANER Miele 
S7000 very good condition, 
£50 ono Telephone 01631 
710352

 DOMESTIC PETS
AKITA BITCH 4 years 
neutered good natured and 
good with children can be 
seen anytime, £400 ono 
Telephone 01301 703587

 FIREARMS
GUNS FOR SALE Blaser 
off road. L.H 270 a-tec 
sounnd mod £1,600, Rem-
ington XR-100 204 Ruger 
a-tec sound mod £800, 
Browning GTS special 12B 
0-u m.c 30in £1,400, Benelli 
M2 semi-auto 12B £650 
Telephone 07990 886646²

 FURNITURE
BOOKCASE 3 shelf 
mahogany colour wooden 
bookcase in very good 
condition. 36” length x 31” 
height and 8½” deep. Bar-
gain, £20 Telephone 01631 
564578²
BOOKCASE Pine book-
case, 4 shelves, H x 
120cms, W x 83cms x D 
x 30cms, £15 Telephone 
01631 563033.
BOOKCASE dark wood ve-
neer bookcase. 6 shelves. 
H x 195cms, W x 93cms, 
D x 32cms, £15 Telephone 
01631 563033
LUXURY MATTRESSES 
King size and double 
reversible luxury memory 
foam brand new cost £500 
each can deliver, must sell 
£150 Telephone 07555 
644702²

SETTEE two seater brown 
cord settee, very good con-
dition, £75 ono Telephone 
07867 507381
SINGLE BEDS two single 
divan beds with drawers and 
pine headboard, including 
mattresses, excellent con-
dition, £50 each Telephone 
07743 190404
SOFABED two seater 
brown cord sofabed, very 
good condition, £75 ono 
Telephone 07867 507381
TEAK FINISH DISPLAY 
CABINET Main unit - length 
1.68m x 1.86m x 0.5m, 
Corner unit - length 0.68m 
x 1.82m x 0.45m, both units 
have lighting and glass, £90 
Telephone 07563 684350

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
FIT FLOPS Genuine Fit 
Flops, brand new, size 6, 
pewter, cost £60. Call eve-
nings and weekends £50 
Telephone 01631 562750²
V-FIT AB ROLLER sit up 
frame - complete with frame 
computer. Call evenings 
and weekends £20 Tele-
phone 01631 562750

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

NEW CALOR GAS HEAT-
ER and gas bottle, £75 
Telephone 07867 507381

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 

A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print Telephone 01586 
554975

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
X-BOX 360 with approxi-
mately 30 games, £50 ono 
Telephone 07867 507381

 HOME FURNISHINGS
DUVET AND MATTRESS 
TOPPER super kingsize 
duvet and super kingsize 
mattress topper, almost 
new, £30 Telephone 07743 
190404

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

KITCHEN TROLLEY 
superb wooden trolley with 
chopping block top ss shelf 
with rod and hooks New 
bargain need gone asp can 
email pics, £60 Telephone 
01631 720369

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX as 
new and in carry case. Call 
evenings and weekends, 
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750
SUITCASE Revelation 
suitcase, hard shell, silver, 
2 wheels, zip lock. good 
condition. size 70cm x 48cm 
x 30cm, £15 Telephone 
01631 563033
SUITCASES 2 x Samsonite 
Suitcases, hard shell, dark 
blue, 2 wheels, code lock, 

non zip type. Good condi-
tion. each case: 74cmx58c-
mx27cm, £40 Telephone 
01631 563033

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CAL-
ENDARS CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
SAAB DIESEL INBOARD 
ENGINE Model G 8HP incl 
shaft wiring loom propeller 
control levers workshop 
manual, rebuilt 2015 new 
alternator 2016 new starter 

motor 2015 running just 
taken out of yacht, £750 ono 
Telephone 01397 772467²

 MISCELLANEOUS
DRILLING MACHINE 
bench mounted with 
compound slide, £80 ono 
Telephone 01369 840006
LARGE FISH TANK 
15”x39”x20”,  £120 ono 
Telephone 01681 700517
WATER FEATURE Vintage 
bronze effect water feature, 
ideal for conservatory use, 
beautiful mermaid with 
shell, complete with triple 
lights with antique shades. 
Cost £350. Call evenings 
and weekends £99.99 Tele-
phone 01631 562750

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PHOTOGRAPHY
FUJIFILM CAMERA Finepix 
S800fd digital camera, in ex-
cellent condition, complete 
with leather case, strap, all 

cables, CD, manual and 
256mb card. All in original 
box. Call evenings and 
weekends £85 Telephone 
01631 562750

 POWER TOOLS
ELECTRIC DRILL Black 
& Decker 2 speed 1/2 
Impact Electric Drill.  Drilling 
capacities: 1/2” steel, 3/4” 
masonry, 1” wood. C/W 
carry case, £20 Telephone 
01586 551658

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

EPSOM PRINTER Stylus 
SX130 series colour printer, 
used twice. Call evenings 
and weekends £20 Tele-
phone 01631 562750
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL Market your business 
effectively with professional-
ly designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print 

Telephone 01586 554975
THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day.  Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print  Telephone 
01586 554975

 WANTED
AVON REDSTART RUB-
BER DINGHY Must be in 
good condition no tears or 
patches can collect, Tele-
phone 01967 421651²
PRE-WAR CLASSIC CAR 
Looking for Pre-War Alvis 
Speed 20 Tourer in running 
condition or requiring res-
toration, Telephone 01862 
870101²
SPORRAN Wanted Seal-
skin sporran. Preferably old, 
any condition will do. Local 
private buyer,  Telephone 
07831 264806²

Aquastart 320 by aquaone 
40 litre fi sh tank with light and 

fi lter included.

£20 
Tel 01880 821428

FISH TANK



like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk
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Sandy Neil
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28 BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS Thursday 9 March, 2017

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 

by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 

adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Offi ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Advertising  executive
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Thought  for the week

WE all need food. At a 
time when people have 
again been forbidden to 
offer food to refugees in 
a country not far away, 
when people around the 
world wonder where the 
next meal will come from 
and balanced diets are a 
dream, while many have to 
rely on foodbanks, others 
are choosing to give up 
various foods. The usual 
list of things given up for 
Lent up might be deemed 
luxuries – it’s a good disci-
pline and may help people 

to live more healthily and 
prayerfully.

For those of us who have 
some choice we can often 
eat less but better. Eating 
seasonally, choosing 
locally grown when pos-
sible, enjoying treats as a 
special thing. Meat eaters 
can choose higher welfare 
meat. Vegans can check 
where and how their basic 
foods are grown. Everyone 
can plant at least a few 
seeds whether in a garden 
or on a window sill. We’ll 
always need to rely on oth-

er people but we can help 
ourselves a bit too.

Organic, fairtrade, etc – 
these sometimes appear to 
be niche markets for those 
who can afford them. 
They can also be about 
solidarity between those 
who have too little. I first 
learned about fairtrade 
when involved in the trade 
union movement. They 
can be about ‘loving your 
neighbour as yourself’ 
which, as Jesus’ story of the 
Good Samaritan showed, 
includes the stranger in 

need.
‘Yes, it is bread we fight 

for, but we fight for roses, 
too.’ wrote James Oppen-
heim, in what became a 
popular protest song. Food 
is basic to life but there is 
much more to fullness of 
life than what goes into 
our bodies. Whatever we 
do or don’t do during Lent 
can ripple out to make a 
difference in the world.

Rev Liz Gibson

Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4.4

BIRTHS

CACACE – Veronica (née 
Cumming) and Dario are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their beautiful son 
Lucca Christopher Antonio 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, Glasgow 
on February 27, 2017. First 
grandchild for Ian Cumming 
(Bearsden), Marion and 
Paul Shaw (Renfrew) and 
Catherine and Antonio 
(Milngavie) and fi rst great-
grandchild for Joan Sinclair 
(Renfrew).

GOLDEN WEDDING

CAMPBELL - MACLEAN 
- Christine and Tommy were 
married in Oban on March 4, 
1967, by the late Rev Duncan 
MacCallum, Connel. Now 
living in Vancouver Island, 
Canada.
Congratulations from family 
and friends on this side of the 
Pond.

DEATHS

CRAWFORD — Madeline 
Helen, (Maddy). Peacefully 
after a short but bravely 
fought illness, at Crosshouse 
Hospital, Ayrshire, on Sunday 
March 5, 2017, surrounded by 
her family. Very dearly loved 
partner of Robert, loving 
mother of Cara and Lauren, 
proud grandmother of Sophie 
and Daisy-Mae. Eldest 
daughter of Archie and the 
late Maureen Crawford, much 
loved sister to David, Kevin, 
Angela and Bryan. Funeral 
Service will take place at 
11am on Saturday March 11 
at St. Brides R.C. Church, 
Greenlees Road, Cambuslang 
G72 8JB, and thereafter to 
St Mungo’s Chapel, Linn 
Crematorium, 413 Lainshaw 
Drive, Glasgow G45 9SP, 
arriving 12 noon. Family 
fl owers only.
CUNNINGHAM - 
Peacefully, after a short 
illness at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, on 
Wednesday March 1, 2017, 
Jim, much loved husband 
of Anne and father of 
Cindy and Rory, Gramps to 
Hannah, Sarah, Rachel and 
Fraser and Great Gramps to 
Molly. Will be sadly missed. 
Funeral service will take 
place on Thursday March 
9 at 3.30pm at Clydebank 
Crematorium. Family fl owers 
only. Memorial service to be 
held at Kilbrandon Church, 
Isle of Seil on Friday March 
10 at 1pm.
HOPPER - Fred lately of 
Arduaine, Argyll, born in 
Sunderland in July 1920, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday February 22 
2017, at the age of 96.  Fred 
is preceded by his wife Cathy 
Hopper (née McKinnon) who 
died in 1987 having returned 
from Canada with Fred to 
her native Oban for their 
retirement. Fred is fondly 
remembered by his nephews 
Clive and Quentin Kefford 

and his four great nieces 
Claudia, Madeline, Sophie 
and Lucy.  His funeral will be 
held at Cardross Crematorium 
on Friday March 17 at 
12.15pm.  His family want to 
thank all Fred’s friends and 
neighbours for their kindness 
and friendship to him over 
many years.
LAWSON - Peacefully at 
RAH, Paisley on March 2, 
2017, aged 70 years, James 
Lawson (Jimmy) formerly of 
Stoddarts, beloved husband 
of Linda, much loved dad to 
Andrew, Glenn and Duncan, 
a dear father-in-law, grandpa, 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle.  Sadly missed.
MACLENNAN - Peacefully 
at Moss Park Care Home, 
Caol on Friday February 
17, 2017 aged 78, Catrina 
MacLennan beloved wife of 
Donald and mother of Alister. 
Sadly missed.
MACLEOD - Margaret 
MacLeod (née Weir) passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
March 5, loving wife of 
Archie, dear sister to Jean 
and Liz, adoring aunt to her 
nieces and nephews.
MEYER-ANDREWS – 
NOW IN THE ARMS OF 
YAHWEH.
Robert Barry Meyer-
andrews, aged 59 years. 
A loving and much loved 
husband and dad to Susan 
and Erin. So sorely missed - 
free to fl y at last. Funeral will 
be held on Tuesday March 
14, 2017 at 1pm in Inverness 
Crematorium. Enquiries 
to John McLellan Funeral 
Directors, Fort William, Tel 
01397 702128.
SHUTTLEWORTH - 
Peacefully at her home, An 
Airigh, Lochgair, on March 
3, 2017, Rosemary Annie 
Shuttleworth, aged 84 years, 
beloved wife of Donald 
Shuttleworth, much loved 
mother of Donald Kenneth, 
Mhairi, Ruairidh and Kirsten 
and an adored granny 
and great granny. A dear 
neighbour and good friend 
to many.  Funeral service in 
Tarbert Free Church, today 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 
at 12.00 noon, thereafter to 
Carrick Cemetery, Tarbert.  
All friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ANDERSON - The relatives 
of the late Mary Anderson 
(née Morrison), wish to 
thank everyone for their 
expressions of sympathy 
following their recent sad 
loss. Special thanks to the 
staff at Moss Park Care Home 
for their care and attention 
given to Mary. Thanks also 
to Rev Chris MacRae for his 
comforting service. Thanks 
to Funeral Directors Scott 
Greenlees at J McLellan 
& Co, Fort William and 
Alasdair MacRae, Stornoway 
for their professional funeral 
arrangements. Finally 
grateful thanks to all who 

joined with them to pay their 
last respects both in Moss 
Park Care Home and North 
Tolsta Cemetery.
BLACKWOOD - Jean and 
family of the late Robert 
would like to thank most 
sincerely all family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
support and sympathy in 
their recent sad bereavement. 
Many thanks to staff at Lorn 
and Islands and Mid Argyll 
hospitals for their care and 
kindness to Bob. Thanks 
also to Roddy and Fiona for 
effi cient and helpful funeral 
arrangements.  Finally, our 
thanks to everyone who 
attended Ardrishaig and 
Gigha services, which were 
so thoughtfully and fi ttingly 
conducted by Rev David 
Carruthers. The retiral 
collection raised £530 for 
Ardrishaig Parish Church.
CAMPBELL - Ewen, 
Lawrie, Iain and Joe would 
like to thank friends, 
neighbours and relatives for 
all the cards, kind words and 
messages of support received 
on the sad passing of Ina. 
Thanks to Rev Chris Fulcher 
for the comforting service to 
Catriona and Hamish Hoey 
& Sons, to Moreen Gracie for 
the beautiful fl owers and to 
the Rowantree Hotel for the 
lovely spread. A big thanks to 
everybody who attended the 
church and graveside for their 
love and support, to everybody 
who gave fl oral tributes. 
Special thanks to the great 
nurses on Ward B and Ward 
I for taking such good care 
of Ina in her fi nal weeks. To 
Dr E Jesperson and Dr Fiona 
MacLennan, to Jane King for 
all her hard work, to all staff 
at Lynn Court, to all staff a 
Lynnside Day Centre, Mearns 
Carers, especially Particia 
Thompson Clark, to all staff 
at the TSB and Karen Cox. A 
retiral collection was made on 
behalf of Alzheimer’s Scotland 
and Oban and Lorn Dementia 
Support.
O’HALLORAN - The 
family of Dougie O’Halloran 
would like to thank everyone 
for all their sympathies and 
kindness since his passing in 
February.

MEMORIAMS

COUTTS - Treasured 
memories of my dear mother 
Ishbel, who died March 8, 
1992, my dear father Alex, 
died June 17, 1976, my aunt 
Jean, died October 26, 1988 
and my brother Alistair, died 
November 2, 2007.
Precious memories never 
fade away.
- Cathie, Inverness
LEITCH – In loving memory 
of my dear wife, Myra, mum 
and grandma who died so 
suddenly on March 9, 2005.
Twelve years have passed 
since that sad day 
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
No one will understand what 
I go through every day

My life is sad and lonely 
without you
You have left lots of memories 
and photographs too
And they will stay in my heart
Until God comes to take me 
away to Heaven to be with you
Gus An Coinnichidh Sinn 
A-Rithist
- Ivor, Neil, Debbie and 
family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear brother 
and our uncle Dian, who died 
March 7, 1977. 
Loved and remembered always.
- Freena and family, 
Bunessan.
MACEWAN – In loving 
memory of Alex our beloved 
son, brother and uncle.
To us you were someone 
special
Someone set apart
Your memory will live forever
Engraved within our hearts
- Your loving mum and family
MACKECHNIE – Iain 
(Ketch) MacKechnie, died 
March 13, 2016. 
Fondly remembered by his 
friends.
- Moira, George, Jean and the 
MacKinnon family.
MACPHAIL - In memory of 
Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen.
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of my dear nephew 
Allan, who passed away 
March 11, 2004.
Loved and remembered always.
- Auntie Ann.
MACPHAIL - Allan, 
lovingly remembered.
- Jennifer x
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
son and brother Fraser, who 
died tragically in an accident 
on March 8, 2002.
In God’s hands but forever 
with us and in our hearts.
- Mum, Dad, Catriona, Niall, 
Ruaridh and Arran.
MAXWELL – In loving 
memory of a dear husband, 
dad and granddad Alexander, 
died March 7, 2009.
Words could never express 
exactly how we feel
How, until we meet again our 
hearts will never heal
You were so understanding, 
so gentle kind and good
And whenever we had 
problems you’d help us all 
you could
We miss you so very much 
throughout every single day
And take comfort in the 
memories that never fade away.
- Margaret and family.
McLEAY - (née Clinch). In 
loving memory of Hilary 
Anne our beloved daughter, 
sister and mother who sadly 
left us all March 13, 2001.
Love you and miss you always.
- Mum, Dad, Albert, Elaine, 
Anita and Hannah.
NICHOLSON – In loving 
memory of Jessie, who died 
March 11, 2000.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- The Nicholson families

OMAND - Treasured 
memories of a loving mother, 
mother-in-law and precious 
nana, Cathie, Isle of Tiree 
who sadly passed away on 
March 14, 2008
We hold you close within our 
hearts
And there you will remain
To walk with us throughout 
our lives
Until we meet again.
- Rosemary, Ina, John, 
Murray, Norma and families,
Tiree, Lewis and Renfrew.
RENNIE – In loving 
memory of dearest mum 
Mary Elizabeth Rennie (née 
Robertson), one time of Oban.
Always missed
Always in our hearts
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter and son in law 
Angela and David. 
RYDINGS - Hughie. 
Remembering our dear dad 
and granddad who was taken 
from us on March 6, 1997.
We think about you always
We talk about you still
You have never been 
forgotten dad
And you never will.
Also remembering our mum 
and nana, Edie, who would 
have been 80 years old on 
March 17, 2017.
Still missed and loved every 
day.
- Mel, Chris and families. 
STEWART - In loving 
memory of a precious 
mammy, granny and great 
granny, Maryann (Maisie), 
died Belford Hospital March 
11, 2016.
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
When Jesus called for you 
that day
A love we cannot replace
So precious full of love and 
grace
Sleep in peace mum
Love you forever.
- Your loving daughter 
Christina xx
STEWART - In loving 
memory of our mother, 
granny and great granny,
Maryann (Maisie), died 
March 11, 2016 in the Belford 
Hospital Fort William.
A year ago you left us 
We watched you slip away
You left us broken hearted
We couldn’t make you stay
A gentle loving lady 
Honest, kind and true 
Until we meet again 
We miss you 
Rest in peace my precious 
mother
With our family gone before  
I love you with all my heart 
and soul.
- Inserted by Catherine, John 
and family, Ballachulish.
STODDART - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Isabella Livingston, passed 
away March 12, 1990.
Forever in our thoughts.
- The family, Glasgow.

Church announces senior 
leadership appointment ahead 
of General Assembly 2017
A FORMER Taynuilt, 
Kilchrenan and Dalavich 
minister was announced as 
principal clerk designate to the 
Church of Scotland

Taking up one of the kirk’s 
most senior positions is Rev 
Dr George Whyte, who is the 
current clerk to the Presbytery 
of Edinburgh. Dr Whyte has 
also been assisting as depute 
to the current principal clerk 
since 2011.

He will now be presented 
to commissioners at the start 
of the General Assembly 
on Saturday May 20 as the 
preferred candidate, when 
they will be invited to confirm 
his appointment.

Dr Whyte said he was 
delighted to be offered the 
position. ‘If the assembly 
approves my appointment, 
I will seek to work 
collaboratively with colleagues 
across the church as together 
we face up to the challenges of 
our day.’
 Dr Whyte trained at the 

University of Glasgow, before 
his ordination in 1981 as 

minister of Kilchrenan and 
Dalavich with Muckairn 
Argyll. He has also been 
minister at Langside in 
Glasgow and Colinton in 
Edinburgh, before taking on 
the role as presbytery clerk in 
Edinburgh in 2008.

He was convener of the 
Board of Ministry between 
1996 and 2000, and received 
his doctorate from Princeton 
Theological Seminary in 
2004.
The role of the principal 

clerk is to act as the clerk to 
the General Assembly, which 
includes advising the assembly 
and the moderator on church 
law, practice and procedure.

The principal clerk also 
supports the moderator 
throughout the year as well 
as providing training courses 
and advice on church law and 
procedures to kirk sessions, 
presbyteries, ministers and 
other church bodies.

It is anticipated Dr Whyte 
will take up his post at the 
start of the General Assembly 
of the church.

Scottish bishops congratulate 
nuncio on new appointment
HIS Excellency Archbishop 
Antonio Mennini, who has 
served as apostolic nuncio 
to Great Britain since 
December 2010, has been 
appointed by Pope Francis 
to serve in the Holy See 
Secretariat of State and 
will take up his new post in 
Rome next month.

Reacting to the an-
nouncement, Archbishop 
Philip  Tartaglia, president 
of the Bishops’ Conference 
of Scotland said: ‘On behalf 
of the Bishops’ Conference 
of Scotland, I congratulate 
him on his appointment and 
thank him for the attentive 
concern he has shown for 
the Catholic Church in 
Scotland on his many visits 
to our country. He has al-
ways been a welcome guest 
in Scotland and his wise 
counsel has  been valued by 
the Scottish bishops.

‘I thank his excellency for 
the sensitive and helpful 

way he has fulfilled his role 
as the representative of the 
Holy Father to our bishops’ 
conference and to the 
Catholic Church in Scot-
land, and for his readiness 
to convey the specific real-
ity of the Catholic Church 
in Scotland to the Holy See. 
On behalf of the Bishops’ 
Conference of Scotland 
and of the entire Catholic 
community, I assure him of 
our prayers as he embarks 
on his new mission.’
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BJJ
Oban BJJ starts its competition 
training for the BJJ 24/7 event 
in Glasgow on March 28. 

Members from both Oban and 
Fort William will be training to-
gether once a week to improve 
on all aspects of the sport.

A new block of beginners 
fundamentals will begin in 
April and will be for beginners 
only, the last block was a huge 
success with new starts learning 
in a easy going and technique 
based environment.

Oban BJJ club is run by Iain 
(Coogie) Potter who trains 
under Marcos Nardini. 

For any inquiries, contact 
Coogie on coogiepots@gmail.
com.

Kyokushinkai Karate
The Scottish Open Knockdown 
tournament, which is organised 
and run by Iain Rodger, was a 
great success with more than 
100 adult fighters from 10 
different countries vying for the 
title of Scottish Open Cham-
pion in their respective weight 
category. 
The results were as follows:

Ladies’ Novice Lightweight: 
1st Shevin Urgun Sweden, 2nd 
Martha Albretsen Norway 3rd 

Stacey Dunne Ireland.
Ladies’ Novice Heavyweight: 

1st Allanah Arthur Ireland, 2nd 
Tracey Armstrong England, 3rd 
Natalie Horton England.

Men’s Novice Lightweight: 1st 
Andy Raisen England, 2nd Ian 
Liddle Scotland, 3rd Zheng Lin 
England.

Men’s Novice Middleweight: 

1st Mateusz Szablan Scotland, 
2nd Rhys Petrie Wales, 3rd 
Pawel Depczynski England.

Men’s Novice Heavyweight: 
1st Jaroslaw Goralczyk Ireland, 
2nd Jordan McMahon Scotland, 
3rd Aaron Carroll England.

Ladies’ Open Lightweight: 1st 
Aneta Meskauskiene Ireland, 
2nd Sanne Larsson Sweden, 

3rd Irene Jensen Skjielfjord 
Norway.

Ladies’ Open Heavyweight: 
1st Zita Zatyko Scotland, 2nd 
Samantha Williams Wales, 3rd 
Kirsten Smith England.

Men’s Open Lightweight: 1st 
Hans Kristian Havreberg Nor-
way, 2nd Daniel Fryer England, 
3rd Lewis Kalicinski Wales.

Men’s Open Middleweight: 1st 
Rasmus Orstad Norway, 2nd 
Dave King Ireland, 3rd Kristian 
Soyland Norway

Men’s Veteran Lightweight 
(over 40): 1st Owen Bentley Eng-
land, 2nd Jason Roome Wales, 
3rd Shane Mulhall Ireland.

Men’s Veteran Heavyweight: 
1st Malcolm Scott England, 2nd 
Phil Jones England, 3rd Amir 
Arfaoui England.

The Oban and Lochgilphead 
clubs will be taking on new start-
ers for the next couple of weeks.
Anyone over the age of eight is 
welcome to come and try out this 
traditional martial art.

If you are interested in learn-
ing Kyokushin karate, please 
contact Iain Rodger on 07584 
166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk.

Shukokai Karate
The Argyll martial arts clubs 
are continuing as normal with 

instructors Kenny Gray, Flo 
McBurnie, Andy Buchanan and 
Andrew Lawson putting the 
students through their paces.

Beginners are always welcome 
at the Argyll martial arts classes 
and if you are interested please 
contact Kenny Gray on 07884 
183905 or 01838 200419 or Flo 
McBurnie on 07765 931902.

Kickboxing
Classes continue as usual and 
beginners are always welcome, 
contact Shihan Wullie Rodger 
on 07588 513618 or via our 
Facebook page Senshi Do 
Kickboxing.

Green Machine bow out in semi-fi nal
OBAN LORNE welcomed 
Carrick to Glencruitten last 
weekend, but the semi-final of 
the SRU Regional West Shield 
was to be contested at nearby 
North Connel, which was in 
excellent playing condition.

Carrick have been on the up 
in the BT West Division One, 
sitting second, but Oban Lorne 
have been playing well despite 
results not going their way. 

A strong squad was available 
to Corrie Louw, and recent 
addition Malcolm Kavanaugh 
has cemented his starting spot 
at centre with captain Craig 
Wright. Dave McCabe was 
given the No10 duties this 
weekend and Finlay Carmichael 
started his birthday match at 
scrum-half.

The first half kicked off with 
Oban applying pressure on 
the visitors. However, this was 
short-lived as once Carrick got 
their hands on the ball they 
proved to be very efficient at the 
breakdown and Oban struggled 
to get possession back. 

A line break by the Carrick 
openside found space and time 

to set up a promising attack in the 
home team’s 22. It was a penalty 
against Carrick that saved Oban, 
who cleared their lines.

The Ayrshire side made Oban 
work hard to get any possession 
and moved the ball quickly. On 
their next visit to the Oban half 
they were given a penalty for 
the tackler not rolling away and 
this time they left with the three 
points. 

Carrick’s back row were prov-
ing tough for the Oban defence 
to stop, and the offloading was 
clean and quick, which led to 
the first try of the game for 
Carrick which was converted, to 
make it 10-0 to the visitors. 

Oban fought hard in defence 
with big hits from Kavanaugh 
and McCabe. The kick and 
chase was strong from Vasco 
Borisov and Vladi Mihov, who 
followed up with strong tackles. 
This pressure left gaps in the 
Oban defence which Carrick 
exploited. Pushing up the park 
and moving Oban across the 
pitch, they were able to win 
quick ball and use the width to 
score the second try in the cor-
ner, though the kick was pulled 
wide and that brought half-time 
with a score of 15-0 to Carrick. 

The interval talk to Oban must 

have been truly inspirational as 
they started with a bang, and 
it was delivered through their 
scrum. 

Prop Tommy Sutherland 
took a short ball from Louw at 
a thundering pace and found 
himself in open ground gallop-
ing towards the Carrick 22, and 
only a brave double tackle from 
the Carrick fullback and winger 
knocked him in to touch.

Keeping possession in the 
visitors’ 22, Oban mixed up the 
options and a crossfield chip 
was chased down by Vasco who 
beat the Carrick defence to the 
ball to touch down for Oban’s 
first try of the game, which 
was converted by birthday boy 
Finlay Carmichael to make 
the score 15-7 and Oban could 
sense a comeback. 

However, Carrick had other 
plans and they resorted to type 
and punished Oban with quick 
ball and hard running. Despite 
the Oban defence holding strong, 
missed and incomplete tackles 
allowed the Carrick centre to get 
back to his feet and find space 
behind the defence line to score 
try number three for the visitors. 
The try was converted to make 
the score 22-7 to Carrick. 

Despite a strong scrum 

from Oban and strong carries 
from Louw and Sutherland, 
Oban were not able to break 
through the Carrick defence 
and the bounce of the ball was 
never in their favour. Oban 
were penalised for offside and 
Carrick took the opportunity to 
increase their lead to 25-7 with 
a well-taken penalty.

With time running out tem-
pers flared and both teams had 
a player sent to the sin bin for 
10 minutes, McCabe for Oban 
Lorne and the No 6 for Carrick.

The Green Machine restarted 
the game in the Carrick half 
and kept the ball well, keeping 
things tight since losing their 
stand-off. The reward was a 
scrum five metres out and, after 
one attempt at a pushover being 
stopped by Carrick, the scrum 
was reset and Oban made 
no mistake with the second 
attempt. A text book driving 
scrum and good footwork at 
the base by Louw saw him crash 
over and get Oban a second try, 
which was converted by Carmi-
chael bringing the final score to 
Oban Lorne 14, Carrick 25. 

Defeat was a big disappoint-
ment from the players in green, 
who were full of confidence 
going into the game.

Oban Lorne’s attention now 
turns to league duty where 
the team have two matches 
remaining. The first fixture is 
a winner-takes-all relegation 
showdown on Saturday March 
25 as they welcome Kilmarnock 
RFC to Glencruitten. A win for 
either team will secure West 
Division 1 status for another 
season while defeat will mean 
relegation to West Division 2. 

After this, the Green Machine 
have one remaining league 
fixture away to Irvine RFC on 
Saturday April 1.

BT West Division 4
Lanark v Argyll and Bute
Argyll and Bute RFC make the 
long trip to promotion contend-
ers Lanark RFC this Saturday. 
 The teams met earlier in the 
season at Glencruitten with 
Lanark recording a 20-10 win. 

Argyll have fulfilled a re-
cord 11 fixtures this season 
between the league and bowl 
competitions with the team pro-
viding 2XV players with some 
much-needed game time.

The team has also helped to 
progress the development of 
many young players through to 
the Oban Lorne 1st XV.

Argyll and Bute have two fur-

ther fixtures to finish the season. 
Away to Glasgow Uni Medics on 
March  25 and home to Cowal 
RFC on Saturday April 1.

Mini rugby
Mini rugby players from Oban 
Lorne RFC, Etive Vikings 
RFC, Mid Argyll RFC and 
hosts Isle of Mull RFC gath-
ered at Mull’s Garmony playing 
fields for the first Argyll Dalria-
da Festival of 2017.

All of the clubs produced the 
best numbers raised at a festival 
so far this season with players 
hungry to get back into action 
after a long winter.

The festival was played out at 
P4/5 and P6/7 age groups with 
matches refereed by debutant 
official, 14-year-old Oban 
Youth player Blair MacFarlane 
and rugby development officer 
Allan Wright.

Scores from Saturday’s festival 
were as follows: P4/5, Mull 7-4 
Etive Vikings, Oban 7-0 Mid 
Argyll, Etive Vikings 2-6 Oban, 
Mull 3-6 Mid Argyll, Etive 
Vikings 4-7 Mid Argyll, Mull 
1-7 Oban. P6/7, Oban 1-6 Mid 
Argyll, Mull 0-6 Etive Vikings, 
Mid Argyll 6-2 Mull, Etive Vi-
kings 8-0 Oban, Mull 7-6 Oban, 
Etive Vikings 4-3 Mid Argyll.

Well done to Oban Lorne 
P4/5s and Etive Vikings P6/7s 
who were winners of their res-
pective age groups. As always 
Isle of Mull RFC were fantastic 
hosts providing excellent island 
hospitality.

The teams will meet again 
this Sunday March 12 as Oban 
Lorne host their own festival 
from noon at Glencruitten.

S1/S2 fi xture
Isle of Mull/ Mid Argyll
v Oban S1/2
Oban’s S1/2 side also travelled 
to Mull on Saturday to take on 
a combined Mid Argyll/ Isle of 
Mull team. The friendly fixture 
was a very tight affair refereed 
well by Mid Argyll’s Duncan 
‘Brochan’ Aitken. 

Oban S1/2s still have plenty 
of fixtures remaining between 
now and the end of the season.

Under-16 West Shield
quarter-fi nal
Cartha Queens Park v
Oban Lorne
Last Sunday’s under-16 match 
was postponed due to water-
logged pitches in Glasgow. It is 
hoped that Oban can travel to 
play the fixture on Monday or 
Tuesday evening this week.

FOR their final home game 
of the season, Oban Ladies 
welcomed the Royal Dick Vet 
College (RDVC) to North Con-
nel, with their usual ground at 
Glencruitten unfortunately out 
of action this week. 

Conditions started out cold 
and wet, making it slippery both 
underfoot and for ball handling, 
but Oban were quick to make 
their mark on the game.

The opening try came after 
just five minutes for young 
winger Ellen Barlow. This  was 
unfortunately quickly followed 
by an ankle injury to one of 
Oban’s props, Ellie MacNiven, 
and play ceased while emergen-
cy services attended. 

After 40 minutes of paused 
play, and a torrential downpour 
of rain, the game restarted as 
both teams tried to warm up 
again after the prolonged break.

Oban had the unusual luxury 
this week of one substitute 
therefore 15 players remained 

on the pitch. Barlow managed 
to drive over the line under 
the posts again after only a few 
minutes, which was successfully 
converted by stand-off Lucy 
Stewart.

Stewart then carried on to 
score the next try herself along 
the wing, although missing the 
conversion on this occasion, 
kicking just short of the posts.

Whether Oban were tiring 
or getting complacent, RDVC 
were allowed to maintain 
possession and attack for the 
final five minutes of the first 
half, although failing to put any 
points on the board.

Following the half-time break, 
the Green Army rallied once 
more, regathering to get on the 
attack again. By this time the 
clouds had cleared and Oban 
had the advantage of having the 
sun behind them. 

Once more, possession 
returned to the Oban Ladies, 
with the forwards driving up the 
pitch to make it over the line, 
but unfortunately the ball was 
held up. 

After being awarded a scrum 

five metres out, they made 
sure not to miss this time, with 
another recent addition to the 
ladies team, Selina Keppie, 
making her mark. This was, 
once again, converted success-
fully by Stewart. 

If any doubts existed as to their 
capability to play with the senior 
team, the 17-year-old high school 
students (who have all recently 
been dispensed to play at senior 
level) laid these firmly to rest, 
with every point on the board 
thus far coming from them, in-
cluding the next try from winger 
Rachel MacDonald.

The penultimate try for Oban 
was courtesy of inside centre 
Claire MacFarlane, after spin-
ning out of a tackle just short of 
the line to make the distance by 
the posts, once again converted 
by Stewart. 

This was a special occasion 
for MacFarlane, after twice 
mistaking five-metre line for 
the try line in previous games. 
However, there was no doubt 
this time as she dived over the 
line, delighted to celebrate her 
first try. 

The final try of the game for 
Oban was scored by front row 
Georgia Mitchell, previously 
denied when the ball was held 
up and therefore with a point to 
prove. 

Once again, the final five 
minutes of the half saw RDVC 
gather momentum and an in-
sight to what they are capable of 
was evident. This time they were 
successful at putting points on 
the board, but unfortunately it 
was too little too late, and the 
final whistle blew as they kicked 
a missed conversion. 

This brought the final score to 
43-5 to the home team, helping 
to secure their place at the top 
of the BT Women’s National 
League Division 2.

The next game for the girls 
will take place this Sunday 
March 12 away to Howe of Fife, 
who they just managed to clinch 
victory from by one try during 
their home fixture. 

The ladies train at Glencruit-
ten pitches on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6pm to 7pm, 
and all who are interested are 
welcome.

Youngsters star as ladies 
ease to comfortable win
Oban Lorne Ladies                43
RDVC                   5
BT Women’s National League 2

Oban Lorne Ladies celebrate their comfortable win, in which Lucy 
Stewart, below, played a vital role at stand-o� .
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1150
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

F MacDougall
Ardton
Bunessan

R Nicolson
Lochailort
Fort William
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Champions open league bid with win

Inveraray’s Ruaraidh Grahem gets to grips with Beauly’s Andrew 
Graham during last Saturday’s National League game

 at the Winterton. Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

Lovat’s Craig Mainland and Newtonmore’s David Fraser race for 
the ball during last Saturday’s premiership match at The Eilan. 

Photograph: Neil Paterson.

DESPITE wet weather across 
the country, most games went 
ahead as the new shinty season 
got under way on Saturday 
March 4.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Newtonmore 4 
Lovat 2
CHAMPIONS Newtonmore 
opened their bid for an eighth 
successive league title with a 4-2 
win over Lovat at the Eilan.

’More boss Paul John MacKin-
tosh went into the match without 
defenders Michael Russell, 
who is working abroad, and the 
suspended Andy MacKintosh. 
Attacker Evan Menzies was also 
missing and he will be unavail-
able for the early part of the 
season at least.

Ackie MacRae and Craig Rit-
chie deputised in defence as ex-
pected whilst David MacLean, 
who joined the team from 
Beauly, started on the bench 
alongside Glen MacKintosh.

New Lovat boss Fraser Gal-
lacher is without Kevin Bartlett, 
Euan Ferguson and Michael 
MacKenzie from last year’s 
squad, whilst the injured Mark 
Kelly was sidelined. There was 
a starting place in midfield for 
Bailey MacKay.

Newtonmore took the lead 
after four minutes after David 
Fraser played in a long ball from 
the right which Norman Camp-
bell touched on. Conor Jones 
beat keeper Stuart MacDonald 
to the ball before slipping it into 
the net from the edge of the ‘D’.

The home side almost doubled 
their lead on seven minutes 
when Norman Campbell got 
onto another long ball from the 
right, but his shot came off the 
post.

Referee Graham Cameron 
flashed yellow cards to Jamie 
Robinson and Craig Mainland 
on the half hour mark with 
Callum Cruden also booked for 
getting involved.

Iain Robinson made it 2-0 on 
54 minutes. Paul MacArthur 
collected a Rory Kennedy pass 
in midfield and sent a high 
ball forward. Robinson turned 
Martin Mainland and sent the 
ball into the net from wide on 
the right.

Lovat pulled a goal back a 
couple of minutes later when 
a clearance out of the ‘More 
defence fell to Lorne MacKay 
in space and he sent the ball low 
into the net to make it 2-1.

David MacLean made his 
debut for Newtonmore on 58 
minutes when he replaced the 
injured Fraser MacKintosh. Just 
after an hour, a Lovat reshuffle 
saw Graeme MacMillan come 
on for Bailey MacKay in a re-
jig which also Craig Mainland 
drop into midfield where he 
was very effective. The changes 
worked well for the visitors and 
they went on to have their best 
spell of the match. Indeed, when 
’More scored their third on 74 

minutes, it was against the run 
of play. Paul MacArthur sent a 
ball from the left into the goal 
area. Lovat failed to deal with 
it which allowed Iain Robinson 
to expertly take the ball past the 
keeper to score. Lovat narrowed 
the gap again on 78 minutes 
thanks to alert play from 
Graeme MacMillan. MacMillan 
was fouled and played a quick 
free-hit to Greg Matheson who 
turned and shot low into the net.

With a minute remaining, 
the impressive Iain Robinson 
completed his hat-trick. David 
MacLean chased after a Jamie 
Robinson ball played towards 
the corner flag on the left. 
MacLean waited before playing 
a perfectly weighted pass to 
Iain Robinson who took a touch 
before firing a  low shot into the 
net to complete his hat-trick.
Kinlochshiel 3 
Oban Camanachd 2
AN INJURY time Keith Mac-
Rae goal gave Kinlochshiel a 3-2 
win over Oban Camanachd at 
Kirkton.

This was probably the match of 
the day in the top division with 
the sides both securing top four 
spots last year. Johnston Gill is 

back in charge at Kinlochshi-
el and although John Don 
MacKenzie and Duncan ‘Ach’ 
MacRae have left for Glasgow 
Mid Argyll, his starting line-up 
was along usual lines.

Oban Camanachd boss Iain 
Hay didn’t have the same 
luxury. 2016 captain James 
MacMillan has moved abroad, 
Garry Lord suffered a broken 
leg in a pre-season game against 
Strathglass and a third defender, 
Ross MacMillan, has switched 
to Oban Celtic. Daniel Cameron 
was pulled back into a restruc-
tured defence but this dented 
Oban’s attacking options.

Kinlochshiel broke the dead-
lock three minutes before the 
break when Oliver MacRae got 
on the end of a pass across goal 
and, from around the penalty 
spot, hit the ball hard and low 
into bottom corner of the net.

Kinlochshiel strung several 
passes together to create a 
well-worked second goal. The 
move ended with John MacRae 
playing the ball to Donald 
Nixon, who had made a good 
run forward, and Nixon finished 
from a few yards out on the left 
of the ‘D’ to make it 2-0 with 56 
minutes played.

Oban Camanachd, who were 
good in defence and never out 
of the game, pulled a goal back 
through Daniel MacVicar on 68 
minutes. MacVicar shrugged off 
his marker and shot from the left 
with his effort looping over the 
keeper into the net.

The visitors drew level on 
79 minutes through Malcolm 
Clark, who had a great game 
up front. A good bit of play saw 
the ball played down the Oban 
right and although Shiel cleared 
the resultant ball into the ‘D’, 
Malcolm Clark ran in, and from 
18 yards out, drove a shot into 
the bottom right-hand corner of 
the net. This was a hard physical 
game which threatened to boil 
over at times and, with the 
match moving in to injury time, 
it looked like there would be a 
share of the spoils. ’Shiel had 
other ideas though and when 
Oliver MacRae played a ball 
over from the left, near the ‘D’, 
Keith MacRae gambled it would 
be missed by the Oban defence. 

MacRae beat the keeper to the 
ball and, stretching with one 
hand on his club, managed to 
steer the ball into the net to 
make it 3-2 and secure two 
points.
Lochaber 2 
Kyles Athletic 4
KYLES Athletic saw off a late 
comeback to beat Lochaber 4-2 
at Spean Bridge.

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
is minus stalwarts Neil Mac-
Donald and Lachlan Campbell 
who both retired from first team 
duty at the end of last season. 
Ben Delaney was another absen-
tee, but Zandz Ferguson will be 
available more often.

James Perlich has taken over 
the Kyles Athletic management 
role from Norman MacDonald 
and he’ll be delighted Grant 
Irvine is back after missing the 
latter part of last season through 
injury.

The match was end-to-end in 
the first half with Stuart Calli-
son close for Lochaber.

When referee Archie Ritchie 
pointed to the penalty spot on 
37 minutes, Robbie MacLeod 
stepped up to score.

Grant Irvine capitalised on a 
mistake in the home defence a 
minute before the break and the 
2-0 interval gap was harsh on 
the home side.

Lochaber made a good start to 
the second half but Shaun Nicol-
son was unable to take a couple 
of chances to cut the deficit.

Kyles’ keeper John Whyte 
made a couple of fine saves 
before a poor clearance from 
Lochaber goalie Callum Mac-
Donald on 54 minutes resulted 
in a third goal for the away team 
with Grant Irvine again the scor-
er. Kyles were pacey throughout 
and a Roddy MacDonald goal 
on 65 minutes had them four 
goals to the good.

Kevin Ferguson, who didn’t 
start through injury, came on 
for the last 20 minutes and 
Lochaber piled on the pressure 
and forced an own goal on 75 
minutes with the ball ending up 
in the net off the unfortunate 
Andy King.

Shaun Nicolson added another 
Lochaber goal on 83 minutes af-
ter good build-up play from the 
forward but it was to be Kyles 
Athletic’s day.

Andy King, Roddy MacDon-
ald and Grant Irvine were Kyles’ 
best performers whilst Zandz 
Ferguson, Donald MacRae and 
Martin Johnstone were best for 
the home side.
Kilmallie 2 
Glenurquhart 4
A JAMES MacPherson hat-
trick helped Glenurquhart 
come from behind to beat 2016 
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion champions Kilmallie 4-2 at 
Canal Parks.

Peter McIntyre has returned to 
the Kilmallie squad but Scotland 
international Liam MacDonald 
is out, resting a persistent knee 
problem.

New ‘Glen’ boss Iain MacLeod 
was still without injured keeper 
Stuart MacKintosh and Garry 
MacKintosh continued to 
deputise. Michael Rodger gave 
Kilmallie the lead after 26 min-
utes but Callum Smith levelled a 
minute before the break.

Duncan Rodger put the home 
side back in front before substi-
tute James MacPherson did well 
to get on the end of a cross which 
seemed to be going out of play to 
tie the match once more.

Work commitments meant 
James MacPherson spent most 
of last season in the `Glen’ 
reserves but he went on to com-
plete his hat-trick with goals on 
62 and 70 minutes.

After the match, played on 
a heavy surface, Kilmallie 
announced they had collected 
£550 from their gate which was 
donated to the Emily Campbell 
Fund.
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1 
Kingussie 3
KINGUSSIE beat newly-pro-
moted Glasgow Mid Argyll 3-1 
defeat at Yoker.

This was GMA’s first match 

in the top flight since 2010 and 
a first competitive game as 
Kingussie manager for Dallas 
Young.

Team news saw Duncan ‘Ach’ 
MacRae fit to play for GMA.

Kingussie captain Ryan Borth-
wick recovered from an injury 
picked up against Skye a week 
earlier, but the match came too 
soon for Savio Genini who has a 
hamstring problem.

First half goals from Ruaridh 
Anderson on 20 minutes and 
Ryan Borthwick on 39 minutes 
had Kingussie 2-0 ahead at the 
break.

The speedy Kingussie for-
wards caused GMA problems 
throughout the game and Chris 
Holleysong made it 3-0 10 min-
utes after the re-start.

There were plenty positives for 
GMA to take from the game and 
they passed up a couple of good 
chances to score before Calum 
McLay pulled a goal back with 
a couple of minutes remaining.

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Oban Celtic 1 
Fort William 2
A DANIEL Stewart goal six 
minutes from time gave Fort 
William a 2-1 win over Oban 
Celtic at Mossfield.

Fort William took the lead 
on 31 minutes when Alexander 
MacMillan got on the end of a 
knock-down and finished well.

Oban Celtic equalised on 42 
minutes when a well-taken Da-
vid MacInnes free-hit picked out 
Ally McKerracher who slotted 
the ball home to make it 1-1.

McKerracher passed up a 
chance to score a second a 
minute before half time and the 
sides went into the break level.

Fort William started the 
second period well and failed 
to take an opportunity to regain 
the lead from the penalty spot 
on 55 minutes. With regular 
penalty taker Arran MacPhee 
unavailable, Graham Campbell 
sent the spot-hit past the post.

An attempted Fort clearance 

from a Celtic corner almost 
resulted in an own goal and 
Ally McKerracher shot straight 
at keeper Paul MacKay with 10 
minutes to go.

Fort William countered on 84 
minutes when Daniel Stewart 
crashed the ball high into the net 
to put the visitors back in front.

Fort William had keeper Paul 
MacKay to thank as he stretched 
with his caman to deny McKer-
racher again with just a couple 
of minutes remaining.

Iain MacKechnie thought he 
had rescued a point for Celtic 
when his deflected shot went just 
past the post with the keeper 
stranded.
Skye Camanachd 4 
Inverness 1
SKYE Camanachd got off to a 
winning start with a 4-1 victory 
over Inverness at Pairc nan 

Laoch, Portree.
The Portree pitch passed an 

8.30am inspection but steady 
rain later in the morning meant 
the surface cut up as the game 
went on.

New Skye co-managers Willie 
Cowie and Peter Gordon were 
without the injured Shockie Ma-
cLennan but Steven Morrison 
was fit to play.

Inverness boss Drew McNeil 
was without the suspended 
Davie Glass. New keeper Ian 
Munro was working so former 
Fort William player Andy Reid, 
who has been playing full centre 
for the Inverness seconds, start-
ed between the sticks. Former 
Taynuilt player Ewan Neilson 
started in defence.

Skye took the lead within 20 
seconds of the start when they 
worked the ball down the right. 
Danny Morrison set up Will 
Cowie at the back post who 
crashed the ball over the keep-
er’s shoulder into the net.

Worse was to follow for the vis-
itors as Jordan Murchison set up 
Danny Morrison who finished 
confidently from the right of the 
‘D’ with only four minutes gone.

Inverness regrouped and al-
though Skye passed up chances 
to increase their lead, it re-
mained 1-0 as the match moved 
into first half stoppage time.

Inverness had a set piece 
chance as Padraig McNeil, who 
has joined the club from Fort 
William, played in a corner from 
the right. A turn and shot from 
James Cameron saw the ball 
nestle low into the corner of the 
net to make it 2-1.

Skye pressed from the re-start 
but didn’t restore their two-goal 
advantage until 68 minutes when 
man of the match Iain Nicolson 
scored from distance.

Nicolson also had a hand in 
Skye’s fourth goal, scored by 
Jordan Murchison with almost 
the final hit of the game.

Inverness youngster William 
MacKinnon suffered a hand 
injury in the first half. He played 
on into the second period but 
later had to come off with what 
turned out to be a broken finger.
Inveraray 5 
Beauly 1
INVERARAY got off to a 
superb start to the season with 
a 5-1 win over Beauly at the 
Winterton.

It’s arguably a new era for 
both clubs. Inveraray fielded 
a fresh faced, youthful side. 
David Robertson and Andrew 
McMurdo have retired and Da-
vid MacPherson started on the 
bench as the second team match 
was postponed. Ally Munro 
was out with ligament problems 
whilst Grant Griffin has broken 
ribs. Garry MacPherson was 
another absentee as he waits 
for surgery to an eye surgery 

Oban Celtic’s John Hill tries to get his block in on Daniel Stewart, 
Fort William, who scored the winning goal for the Fort in their 2-1 

victory v Oban Celtic. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Kilmallie’s Aaron Sandison in the thick of the action against 
Glenurquhart on Saturday. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Lochaber captain Zands Ferguson, chased by Thomas Whyte of 
Kyles. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Oban Camanachd’s Malcolm Clark gets the ball past Kinlochshiel’s 
Oliver MacRae. Photograph: Annie MacDonald.
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Saturday March 4
Marine Harvest
Premiership
Glasgow MA 1 v 3 Kingussie 
Kilmallie 2 v 4 Glenurquhart
Kinlochshiel 3 v 2 Oban Caman
Lochaber 2 v 4 Kyles Athletic
Newtonmore 4 v 2 Lovat 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Inveraray 5 v 1 Beauly 
Oban Celtic 1 v 2 Fort William  
Skye 4 v 1 Inverness  
Strathglass 2 v 2 Caberfeidh 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v  Newtonmore
Postponed – unplayable field  
Fort William 3 v 3 Skye  
Glenurquhart v Kinlochshiel
Postponed unplayable field 
Kingussie 2 v 4 Aberdeen Uni

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Bute
Postponed – unplayable field 
Col Glen 4 v 0 Tayforth 
Kyles Athletic v Glenorchy
Postponed – unplayable field  
Lochside Rovers 6 v 1Aberdour  
Taynuilt 4 v 1 Kilmory 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Lochaber: 
match off due to bereavement   
Glengarry 8 v 1 Lewis 
Inverness 2 v 6 Strathglass  
Lovat v  Boleskine
Postponed – unplayable field  
Strathspey 4 v 0 Kilmallie  

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Glasgow MA
Postponed – unplayable field
Bute v Inveraray
Postponed – unplayable field
Strachur  v Oban Lorn
Postponed – unplayable field

Results

Saturday March 11
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore   
John Angus Gillies 
Lovat v Kinlochshiel   
Andy MacLean 
Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA  
Innes Wood 
Oban Camanachd v  Lochaber   
Robert Baxter 
Kingussie v  Kilmallie   
Calum Girvan - 3pm

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William v Strathglass  
Graham Cameron 
Inverness  v Beauly   
Archie Ritchie 
Caberfeidh v Skye 
Deek Cameron 
Inveraray  v Oban Celtic   
Lachie Wood 

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kingussie v Fort William    
Neil Ferguson – noon 
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart    
Martin MacLean 
Skye v Kinlochshiel 
Scott McNeil 
Aberdeen University v  Beauly  
John Matheson
 
Marine Harvest
South Division One
Kilmory v Kyles Athletic   
Ross Brown 
Col Glen  v Aberdour   
Willie MacDonald 
Taynuilt v Ballachulish   
Iain Kennedy 
Glenorchy v Lochside Rovers  
David Mitchell 

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Lochaber  v Lovat
Des McNulty 
Lochcarron  v Inverness   
Brian MacKay 
Boleskine v Lewis
TBC 
Glengarry v Caberfeidh 
Steven MacLachlan 
Strathglass v Strathspey   
Ronnie Campbell 

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Strachur  
Neil MacDonald 
Oban Lorn v  Bute 
Alan Harrison 
Aberdour  v Dunoon Camanachd  
Ewan MacDonald

sustained in last year’s Macaulay 
Cup final. Ross Montgomery 
was at full back, Ruaraidh 
Graham junior was in midfield 
whilst Lewis Montgomery, back 
following a hand injury, and 
Fraser Watt, started in attack.

There are also changes at 
Beauly with David MacLean, 
Ryan MacKay and Kenneth 
MacKenzie all departing and 
Barrie MacDonald recovering 
from injury, although new boss 
Alan MacRae has added Liam 
Girvan to his squad.

Inveraray came out the blocks 
quickly with new full centre 
John Kennedy winning the ball 
from throw up. Veteran player/
manager Ruaraidh Graham 
kept the momentum going by 
passing to 18-year-old Lewis 
Montgomery who was waiting at 
the penalty spot to fire the ball 
high into the net for Inveraray’s 
first competitive goal of the new 
season.

Inveraray’s dream start saw 
them dominate the centre 
line with 23-year- old captain 
Lewis MacNicol and 16-year-old 
Ruaraidh Graham both having 
fantastic games on the wings.

Lewis Montgomery struck 
again on 29 minutes when he 
finished a well-worked move 
for his second strike of the 
afternoon.

Both teams knew the next goal 
would be pivotal to the match.

Beauly looked dangerous on 
the counter attack at the start of 
the second half, but Inveraray’s 
back line, marshalled by Doug-
las Dando, stood strong with 
Nicholas Crawford having a 
great game at the heart of the 
defence, marking 2016 Marine 
Harvest National U21 player of 
the year Jack MacDonald.

Lewis Montgomery completed 
his hat-trick on 61 minutes. The 
move started from deep in the 
Inveraray defence with Mont-
gomery finishing off another 
well-created move.

Inveraray’s fourth goal came 
on 68 minutes at the hands 
of another 18- year-old when 
Fraser Watt, who looks to have 
mastered Inveraray’s renewed 
style of fast forward play, slotted 
the ball home following a free-
for-all on the edge of the Beauly 
‘D’.

Lewis Montgomery found the 
net again on 71 minutes when 
a well-timed Lewis MacNicol 
run saw him take on two Beauly 
defenders before passing the 
ball to Montgomery who com-
fortably slotted home the yellow 
and black’s final goal of the day.

There was some consolation 
for Beauly when Daniel Lamont 
took advantage of a defensive 
error on 88 minutes to make the 
final score 5-1.

Inveraray introduced 18-year-
old Bobby Wood and 17-year-
old Hamish MacLellan in the 
second half. Both joined the for-
ward line with the experienced 
David MacPherson swapping 
positions with young Ruaraidh 
Graham at wing centre.

Scotland U21 player Lewis 
Montgomery clearly caught the 
eye, whilst Lewis MacNicol on 
the wing was outstanding.
Strathglass 2 
Caberfeidh 2 
FEW PEOPLE would have 
expected Strathglass to get an-
ything from their game against 
Caberfeidh but they led 2-0 be-
fore having to settle for a point 
in a 2-2 draw at wet Cannich.

Strathglass finished second in 
Marine Harvest North Division 
1 at the end of last season but 
they made a case for promotion 
which was accepted by the Ca-
manachd Association.

Caberfeidh have had a pro-
ductive pre-season. Manager 
Jodi Gorski has added Scotland 
international Kevin Bartlett 
and former Beauly players 
Ryan MacKay and Kenneth 
MacKenzie to his squad and the 
side recorded pre-season wins 
over Glenurquhart, Beauly and 
Kingussie.

Scott Douglas put Strathglass 
ahead in the second minute 
when he capitalised on poor 
marking to score.

Caberfeidh pressed hard for 
a leveller but it remained 1-0 at 
the break.

Scott Douglas was also in-
volved in the home side’s second 
goal. His initial shot was saved 
but Josh Fraser scored from the 

rebound to make it 2-0 with 65 
minutes played.

Caberfeidh pulled a goal back 
on 75 minutes when home keeper 
Ally MacAdams brought down a 
visiting forward inside the ‘D’ 
and Kevin Bartlett scored from 
the spot.

With five minutes remaining, 
there was a stramash in the home 
goal area but Kevin Bartlett got 
a shot away to score and ensure 
a share of the points.

George Phimister and Jono 
Price were in fine form for 
Strathglass and Caberfeidh ben-
efited from a second half tactical 
switch which saw full forward 
Kevin Bartlett and buckshee 
forward Ally MacLennan swap 
positions. Michael Stokes and 
Craig Morrison had a great 
battle in the middle of the park.

Calum Girvan refereed well in 
what was at times a lively tussle.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Fort William 3 
Skye Camanachd 3
THE FORT William colts came 
from 3-0 down against Skye Ca-
manachd’s second team to earn 
a point at An Aird.

Ross Gordon put Skye in front 
on 25 minutes with the only goal 
of the first half.

A blistering drive from Iain 
MacLellan made it 2-0 and 
MacLennan got his second and 
Skye’s third five minutes later.

Youngster Victor Smith 
sparked the Fort William come-
back with a goal on 64 minutes. 
Scott Henderson made it 3-2 on 
73 minutes and, when the home 
side were awarded a free-hit in 
their own half late in the game, 
the ball was floated into the 
Skye goal area. The ball fell for 
Mark Fraser who found space to 
fire the ball home and earn his 
team a point.
Kingussie 2 
Aberdeen University 4
Aberdeen University marked 
their first match back in Marine 
Harvest North Division 1 with a 
4-2 win against a young Kingus-
sie second team at the Dell.

The students completed a 
perfect 2016 season in North 2 
in 2016, taking maximum points 
from their league games, scor-
ing 105 goals into the bargain, 
and they made a fast start to the 
game.

Boss Jamie Beaton added for-
mer Lochcarron veteran Gregor 
Cushnie to his squad and he put 
the Aberdeen side 2-0 ahead 
with goals on 10 and 21 minutes.

Another veteran, Kingussie’s 
Kevin Thain, pulled a goal back 
on 27 minutes, only for Gregor 
Cushnie to complete a first half 
hat-trick with a strike on 37 
minutes.

Kingussie introduced John 
Gibson at half time and another 
Kevin Thain goal on 59 minutes 
reduced the deficit but Ewan 
Fraser sealed the 4-2 win with a 
goal on 74 minutes.
Glenurquhart P 
Kinlochshiel P
GLENURQUHART and 
Kinlochshiel’s second teams will 
have to reschedule as the ‘Glen’s’ 
Blairbeg pitch was waterlogged.

Beauly P Newtonmore P
The reserve match between 

Beauly and 2016 league winners 
Newtonmore  was called off on 
Saturday morning as the pitch at 
Braeview Park was unplayable 
following heavy rain.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 6 
Aberdour 1
TWO TITLE challengers had 
an early season meeting as 
Lochside Rovers hosted Aber-
dour at Ganavan.

Aberdour finished second in 
the division last season, a point 
ahead of third-placed Lochside 
Rovers so a close encounter was 
expected. However, a powerful 
second half performance gave 
the home side a 6-1 win.

Lewis Buchanan gave Loch-
side a 24-minute lead, but 
Angus Thorburn equalised on 
31 minutes. Craig MacDougall, 
back with Lochside after a spell 
with Oban Lorn, scored a couple 
of minutes later to give the home 
side a 2-1 lead at the break.

Daniel Sloss hit home a crucial 
third on 57 minutes and Craig 
MacDougall got his second on 
70 minutes. A late double from 
Craig MacMillan on 81 and 83 
minutes put gloss on the 6-1 
victory.
Col Glen 4 
Tayforth 0
COL GLEN beat newly-promot-
ed Tayforth 4-0 at Otter Ferry.

Col Glen won the game in the 
first half hour thanks to goals 
from Jamie MacVicar on 10 
minutes and Conor Kennedy on 
22 and 30 minutes.

Neilly MacNaughton made it 
4-0 with 15 minutes remaining.
Taynuilt 4 
Kilmory 1
TAYNUILT beat newly-pro-
moted Kilmory 4-1 at Taynuilt 
Sports Field.

Taynuilt broke the deadlock 
a minute before the break 
through Willie Lafferty, who got 
a second on 62 minutes. Zander 
Kilmurray added a third a cou-
ple of minutes later. He scored 
again with 20 minutes remain-
ing to make it 4-0. When referee 
Ronnie Campbell pointed to the 
penalty spot on 85 minutes, Ally 
Cunningham converted to make 
the final score 4-1.
Ballachulish P 
Bute P
A WATERLOGGED pitch at 
Jubilee Park led to the post-
ponement of the game between 
Ballachulish and Bute.
Kyles Athletic P 
Glenorchy P
The match between the Kyles 
Athletic second team and 
Glenorchy was postponed as 
the pitch at Tighnabruaich was 
unplayable.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 8 
Lewis Camanachd 1
GLENGARRY netted 17 goals 
in two pre-season friendlies 
and kept increased their tally by 
beating Lewis Camanachd 8-1 at 
a rain-soaked Craigard.

The home side had the early 
pressure and Raymond Robert-
son found the back of the net 
after 25 minutes to put ‘Garry 
ahead in this 1.30pm throw up.

Shaun Sloggie thumped the 
ball into the roof of the net fol-
lowing a corner on 36 minutes.

Raymond Robertson showed 
good skills to take the ball 
forwards and score his second 
following another corner on the 
stroke of half time.

Paul Duke and Kenny Murray 
both went close for Lewis after 
the re-start but it was ‘Garry who 
extended their lead on 57 min-
utes when Raymond Robertson 
got onto the end of a clearance 
out of the Lewis defence to slot 
the ball into an empty net to 
complete his hat-trick.

Glengarry signed Scotland 
U21 player Nick Dalgety from 
Lochcarron during the close 
season and he made it 5-0 when 
he pushed home a rebound off 
the post. Dalgety added a sixth a 
minute later but there was some 
consolation for Lewis when Al 
Reid scored his first goal at this 
level with a shot from distance 
which flew over the keeper and 
into the net with 10 minutes 
remaining.

There was still time for the 
home side to score twice more. 
Scott Bremner netted on 82 
minutes and Raymond Robert-

Oban Celtic started their new season in the National Division with a set of new training tops, courtesy of Jewson, Oban. The new kit was 
handed over by Lorne Farmer to Celtic’s David Hamilton before their home against Fort William on Saturday at Moss� eld. 15_t10ObanCeltic01

son got his fourth a minute later 
to make it 8-1 and get ’Garry’s 
season off to a great start.
Strathspey Camanachd 4 
Kilmallie 0
Strathspey Camanachd got their 
season off to a flier with a 4-0 
win over Kilmallie’s second 
team in their 1.30pm throw up 
at Grantown Grammar School.

Matthew Davis opened the 
scoring on five minutes and 
Donald Colville made it 2-0 
on 25 minutes. Connor Aubrey 
added a third a minute after the 
re-start and a second from Don-
ald Colville on the hour rounded 
off the win.
Inverness 2 
Strathglass 6    
The newly-reformed Strathglass 
colts made the relatively short 
journey to Bught Park to play 
the Inverness colts, returning 
home with both points following 
a 6-2 win.

This was a game of two halves 
as a Stuart MacRae double 
on seven and 34 minutes had 
the home side 2-0 ahead at the 
break.

The home side suffered a blow 
when veteran Ewen MacKinnon 
had to come off injured at the 
interval. It was later confirmed 
he had a broken foot. 

The home side missed his pres-
ence in midfield in the second 
half.

Barry John Phimmister pulled 
a goal back on 54 minutes and 
Eoghan Stewart, who joined the 
club from Lewis Camanachd 
during the close season, made 
it 2-2 a couple of minutes later 
with a low 30-yard shot on his 
competitive debut.

Strathglass went on to score 
four more times to take the 
points. Ally Rothe on 71 min-
utes, Penri Jones on 78 minutes 
and a second from Eoghan 
Stewart on 85 minutes, when 
he calmly drifted the ball into 
the net from the edge of the ‘D’, 
made it 5-2. Eddie Noble netted 
a minute from time to seal the 
6-2 win.
Caberfeidh P 
Lochaber P
The game between Caberfeidh 
and Lochaber seconds teams 
at Castle Leod was postponed 
earlier in the week following the 
passing of Neilly Fraser, brother 
of Lochaber second team man-
ager John Fraser.
Lovat P 
Boleskine P
The clash between Lovat 
seconds and Boleskine was a 
late call off as the referee ruled 
heavy Saturday mid-morning 
rain had left the pitch at Balgate 
unplayable.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Strachur P 
Oban Lorn P 
AFTER taking a year away 
from competitive shinty, Stra-
chur’s return to Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 action will 
have to wait another week as 
their match against Oban Lorn 
was postponed as Strachurmore 
pitch was unplayable.
Bute P 
Inveraray P
BUTE and Inveraray’s second 
teams were scheduled to meet 
at The Meadows but the match 
also fell foul of the weather.
Aberdour P 
Glasgow Mid Argyll P 
The game between Aberdour’s 

second team and Glasgow Mid 
Argyll second team was post-
poned on Saturday morning as 
the pitch at Silversands was un-
playable. Dunoon were the free 
team in this seven team league.

WCA Round Up
A NUMBER of Women’s Ca-
manachd Association fixtures 
took place on Sunday March 5.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glenurquhart 1 
Strathglass 4
STRATHGLASS were 4-1 away 
winners in their noon meeting 
against Glenurquhart.

Hazel Hunter scored for the 
Glen but a Charlotte Graham 
double and strikes from Morgan 
Redpath and Kayleigh MacGre-
gor gave Strathglass the win.
Lochaber 4 
Strathspey 4
The Lochaber second team 
drew 4-4 with Strathspey at 
Spean Bridge.

Claire Delaney scored twice 
for Lochaber with Stephanie 
Walsh and Alison MacVicar also 
on target. Jessica Hart grabbed 
a hat-trick for Strathspey with 
Jade Longworth also scoring.

Lochaber led 3-0 at one stage 
so Strathspey will have been 
happy to head home with a 
point.
Inverness P 
Glengarry P
The match between Inverness 
and Glengarry was postponed.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Lorn Ladies 0 
Ardnamurchan 10
Ardnamurchan beat Lorn 10-0 
in their 1.30pm throw up at 
Mossfield. 
Eilidh Ross was top scorer with 
six goals, Kate Bradley grabbed 
a hat-trick and Abigail Woods 
got the other.

Lochaber High School were crowned Donella Crawford sixes 
winners at the annual tournament in Ardnamurchan on Wednes-
day March 1. After an exciting day’s shinty, Lochaber beat Portree 

1-0 in the � nal. The match seemed destined for extra time but 
there was last-minute drama as a Mairi Duncan corner ended up in 

the net, with a Portree defender seeming to get the � nal touch.

Cowal and Bute P 
Dunadd P
The match between Cowal and 
Bute and Dunadd was post-
poned.

Littlejohn Trophy
STRATHCLYDE University 
confirmed their student shinty 
domination by adding the Lit-
tlejohn Trophy to the Students 
League title.

Strathclyde beat Edinburgh 
University 1-0 in the Littlejohn 
Final with Skye Camanachd’s 
Will Cowie getting the goal 
midway through the second half.

The winning Strathclyde team 
also featured GMA’s Ryan Har-
rison and Kinlochshiel’s Seamus 
Lane, both in defence.

Beauly brothers Calum Mor-
rison and Andrew Morrison 
played, as did Kyles Athletic duo 
Fraser Williamson and Ross 
MacRae. Inveraray’s keeper 
Scott MacLachlan was between 
the sticks for the double winners.

Edinburgh University won the 
Women’s Student League whilst 
Robert Gordon University col-
lected the McHugh and Porter 
Trophy.

New association 
chief executive
CAMANACHD Association 
president Jim Barr has con-
firmed the appointment of 
Derek Keir as Camanachd As-
sociation chief executive officer.

Derek Keir currently works 
as a partnership manager for 
Sportscotland covering four 
local authorities. He was previ-
ously chief executive officer of 
the charity Umutima which pro-
vides education through sport 
for young people in Zambia. 

His work experience, com-
bined with a BSc (Hons) degree 
in Sport and Exercise Man-
agement and a postgraduate 
Diploma in Physical Education, 
will ensure he is well prepared 
for the challenges ahead. He will 
take up his post before May.



Page 32
OT

Sport

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST  weekend’s results: Under 
13s, no game; Under 14s 2, East 
End Utd 3. Scoring for Saints 
were Connor Moore and Toby 
MacFarlane Barrow. Westerton 
v Under 15s, postponed; Under 
16s 3, Ardencaple 0. On target 
for Saints were Keir MacLean (2) 
and Cameron Kerr; Under 17s v 
Loch Lomond, postponed.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13s v Dumbarton Riverside; 
Under 14s v KSC Thistle; 
Under 15s v Scotstoun Athletic; 
Antonine v Under 16s.  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 9, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.35 3.3 10.04 1.2 16.19 3.4 21.56 1.1
Fri 04.20 3.5 10.53 1.0 16.56 3.6 22.45 0.8
Sat 04.57 3.8 11.34 0.8 17.29 3.8 23.29 0.7
Sun 05.32 4.0 12.10 0.7 18.00 3.9  **.** *.*
Mon 00.08 0.5 06.05 4.1 12.46 0.7 18.30 4.0
Tues 00.46 0.5 06.38 4.1 13.19 0.8 19.00 4.0
Wed 01.21 0.6 07.09 4.0 13.51 0.9 19.29 3.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8

7

6

Thursday Sunny intevals
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 2°C to 4ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds light north westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 10ºC.

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, seventh 
round – Letham 1, Oban Saints 
1; Premier Division - Campbel-
town Pupils 2, East Kilbride 4; 
Premier Division 1 – Dunoon 
2, Neilston 4; Premier 2A 
– Lochgilphead Red Star 4, 
Castlemilk 1; Premier Division 
2B – FC Argyle 14, Tarbert 2.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, seventh 
round replay Oban Saints v 
Letham. Glencruitten 1.30pm 
kick-off; Premier Division – 
Goldenhill v Campbeltown; 
Premier 2A – Lochgilphead red 
Star v Broomhill. Hall Cup, 1st 
round – Houston v Tarbert.

Letham        1          
Oban Saints     1             
Scottish Amateur Cup – 7th round

Ross Maitland forced a corner 
on the right chasing down a 
David McArthur pass. The 
out-swinger from Ross found 
Willie Gemmell at the back 
post whose left foot volley was 
blocked behind for another 
corner by Sean Ferrie. The big 
Letham skipper thwarted Saints 
again, diving to head clear Ross 
Maitland’s corner. 

The referee blew for half-time 
with Letham, unusually at this 
level, retiring to the pavilion 
leaving Saints and Mr Taylor 
to get their breath back on the 
touchline.

Saints started the second half 
well with Donald Campbell vol-
leying a Ross Maitland cross just 
over the bar. In an attempt to 
re-invigorate the Saints attack, 
manager Alex Craik withdrew 
Ross Maitland, replacing him 
with Paul Carmichael. Howev-
er, before Paul could make any 
kind of impact Saints would find 
themselves behind. In the 56th 
minute, Dale Smart scooped a 
free kick from 19 yards over the 
crossbar after Jamie Graham 
had been penalised for holding. 
Just two minutes later, Smart 
put in a far more punishing 
ball with an in-swinging corner 
from the right which Benn Blyth 
glanced on at the near post. The 
ball bounced across the face of 
the Saints goal to William Carle 
who headed back in the oppo-
site direction for Sean Ferrie to 
nod home from four yards. 

Paul Carmichael’s height and 
strength were beginning to have 
the effect the gaffer was looking 
for and on the hour mark he 
helped a Willie Gemmell long 
throw tantalisingly across the 
face of goal but unfortunately 
with no takers in navy blue. 

Dale Smart continued to ask 
questions of the Saints defence, 
shooting wide of the post and 
then straight into the grateful 
arms of Graham Douglas as 
Letham probed for a second 
goal to kill the tie.

Saints proved they are no 
slouches themselves from set 
plays when Donald Campbell 
won a free-kick 28 yards from 
goal and wide on the right. 

Willie Gemmell found the 
head of Craig MacEwan at the 
back post with the Saints top 
scorer crashing a header off the 
post which Letham scrambled 
behind for a corner. Willie 
Gemmell’s in-swinger from the 
left was gathered by Letham 
keeper Steven McEwan under 
pressure from Craig MacEwan 
and David McArthur, amid 
loud appeals from the Saints 
duo that he had carried the ball 
behind his goal-line. Mr Taylor, 
who was well placed, was not 
moved and waived play on. 

Paul Carmichael’s persistence 
won a 75th-minute free-kick 
28 yards out and slightly left of 
centre. Willie Gemmell fancied 
his chances and almost caught 
out Steven McEwan at his near 
post with the Letham keeper 
scrambling across his goal-line 
to turn the ball out for a corner.

With 12 minutes remaining 
Saints were incensed when Mr 
Taylor turned down what ap-
peared to be a stonewall penalty 
appeal. Paul Carmichael cut 
inside from the right and was 
barged into by substitute Jordan 
Turnbull. Once again the Saints 
appeals fell on deaf ears with 
Mr Taylor having words with 
the gaffer and taking the name 
of skipper. 

Saints kept up the pressure 
with Brian Mackay shooting 
wide and then winning another 
deadball opportunity for Willie 
Gemmell. Willie once again 
aimed for the bottom corner 
a ploy which bore exactly the 
same result as previously with 
the Letham keeper once again 
equal to the task. 

With five minutes remaining 
Saints were rewarded for their 
perseverance with Mr Taylor 
again playing a prominent part. 
Paul Carmichael chased a ball 
up the right wing which Michael 
Rylance attempted to shepherd 
out for a goal kick. The ball 
barely had the momentum 
to reach the bye-line and Mr 
Taylor penalised Rylance for 
obstruction. Willie Gemmell’s 
free kick couldn’t clear the near 
post and was headed out for a 
throw-in. Willie took the throw 

looking for Donald Campbell. 
However, Jordan Turnbull 
nipped in ahead of Donald, 
controlling the ball with his 
hand which Mr Taylor, again 
well placed, spotted and award-
ed Saints a penalty kick. Top 
scorer Craig MacEwan kept his 
head and sent Steven McEwan 
the wrong way to level.

Alex Craik then made his 
final change, replacing Willie 
Gemmell with Dean Smith, who 
joined Craig MacEwan up front.

The pace remained relentless 
with both sides trying to force a 
last-gasp winner. Mr Taylor, who 
had an excellent game, allowed 
an additional four minutes 
which had nerves jangling on 
the side lines. Letham launched 
a series of long balls into the 
Saints box which were repelled 
finally setting up a 94th-minute 
breakaway led by Brian Mackay. 
Brian nipped in front of Gavin 
Anderson to intercept a long 
throw on the Saints 18-yard 
line and raced to the halfway 
line. Faced by Michael Rylance.  
Brian sprayed a diagonal pass to 
David McArthur who carried 
the ball to edge of the Letham 
penalty area, electing not to 
shoot but to play in Dean Smith. 
The Saints bench willed the net 
to bulge alas Letham keeper 
McEwan spread himself well to 
stop Dean’s shot. 

The replay to decide who will 
face Barca-Milton 97 of the 
Lothian and Edinburgh Cham-
pionship in the quarter-finals 
takes place at Glencruitten this 
Saturday.

Manager Craik said after the 
match: ‘This was a cracking 
game played at a blistering 
pace. We probably had the bet-
ter of the clear-cut chances, but 
a draw was a fair result. Hope-
fully, we’ll get a big crowd for 
the replay and, if last weekend’s 
match is anything to go by, then 
they are in for a treat.’
 Saturday’s match has a 1.30pm 
kick-off. Extra time and penal-
ties will be played if required to 
see who goes on to play Barca 
Milton in the quarter finals.
 The referee is Thomas 
Gilchrist from Motherwell.

Saints earn Scottish Cup replay 
after a hard-fought draw in Perth
‘We probably had the 
better of the clear-cut 
chances, but a draw 
was a fair result’

Dean Smith had a great chance to win the game for the Oban side in the dying seconds of the match but Letham keeper Steven  
McEwan made a brave stop to deny the Saints’ striker. Match report and photos Derek Black.

Yacht club 
honours 
couple 
from Argyll

Sean Ferrie heads Letham into the lead during Saturday’s Scottish Amateur Cup seventh round tie at 
Seven Acres Park in Perth.

OBAN Saints and Letham 
served up a cracking Scottish 
Amateur Cup tie in front of a 
bumper crowd of 200-plus spec-
tators in Perth. 

A successfully converted pen-
alty from Craig MacEwan five 
minutes from time to equalise 
Sean Ferrie’s 58th-minute 
opener earned Saints a hard-
fought draw with the sides now 
set to go again this Saturday at 
Glencruitten.

Hosts Letham are very much 
at the heart of their community 
and the excellent turnout of 
spectators must have given them 
a major confidence boost in 
their bid for a first Scottish Am-
ateur Cup quarter-final place. 
The crowd was also swelled by 
a hardy band of Saints fans who 
had travelled from Oban and 
Lochgilphead. 

Letham were unbeaten in 26 
matches coming into Saturday’s 
clash with Saints. The visitors 
run of seven straight victories 
since the turn of the year made 
the tie a fascinating prospect. 
Packed with incident and fizzing 
at a frenetic pace, the match was 
a fantastic advert for amateur 
football. 

Saints gaffer Alex Craik had 
his plans thrown into disarray 
when Matthew Kelly pulled up 
with a thigh strain during the 
warm-up, forcing a shuffle in 
the back four. David McArthur 
moved to right back, with Jamie 
Graham being promoted from 
the bench to partner skipper 
Marc Maccallum in the centre. 
Scott Maitland took up his 
customary left back slot, giving 
the back four a solid look in 
front of goalkeeper Graham 
Douglas, who was making just 
his second appearance of the 
season. Elsewhere, there were 
no changes to the side that had 
defeated Arkleston Barrhead in 
the Jimmy Marshall Trophy on 

the previous Saturday. Paul Kerr 
and Willie Gemmell anchored 
the midfield behind Brian 
Mackay with Ross Maitland, 
Donald Campbell and Craig 
MacEwan completing the line-
up. The coach named himself on 
a strong bench alongside Martin 
Bonar, Dean Smith and fit again 
Paul Carmichael.

Saints settled quickly and 
established control of the vital 
midfield area and threatened 
after seven minutes. Donald 
Campbell picked out Brian 
Mackay’s run through the inside 
left channel with a pass which 
Brian latched onto, outpacing 
Robbie Green’s covering run. 
Brian cut inside Gavin Smith 
and shot across Steven McEwan 
beating the keeper’s left hand 
but also the the far post. 

Saints’ measured approach was 
countered by the host’s more 
direct style ensuring a busy 
afternoon for Marc Maccallum 
and Jamie Graham.  

A 15th-minute barge into 
the back of Brian Mackay by 
Michael Rylance 28 yards out 
and wide on the right gave 
Saints a set piece to exploit. 
Unfortunately Ross Maitland, 
so often on the money from this 
position, sent his cross too close 
to Steven McEwan who made a 
comfortable catch. 

Saints regular number one 
Thomas McCulloch was un-
available for this fixture but 
Graham Douglas proved to 
be an able deputy continuing 
the excellent form he showed 
against Arkleston Barrhead.  

The strong start from Saints 
began to fade and the hosts were 
looking increasingly dangerous. 
In the 20th minute Dale Smart 
raced in behind Jamie Graham 
and sent a shot across Graham 
Douglas but well wide of his left 
hand post. Barely 60 seconds 
later, Dale Smart managed to 
get an effort on target but Doug-
las was excellently positioned to 
make another vital save. 

Saints responded with a good 

ball from the halfway line from 
Jamie Graham which Donald 
Campbell controlled and laid off 
to Willie Gemmell who snatched 
his shot well off target. 

Letham rattled the woodwork 
in the 32nd minute when an 
excellent volley from Gavin 
Anderson from 22 yards crashed 
back off the crossbar.

Quick thinking from Willie 
Gemmell in the 37th minute set 
up Craig MacEwan for a golden 
opportunity. Sean Ferrie felled 
Donald Campbell 10 yards in-
side the Letham half and, while 
the home side were still getting 
set for a high ball into the box, 
Willie slotted a pass through 
the inside left channel for Craig 
MacEwan. Craig made a good 
turn on the 18-yard line to open 
up space but from eight yards 
sent the ball just wide of Steven 
McEwan’s left hand post. 

Saints followed this up two 
minutes later with another good 
move through the midfield in-
volving Willie Gemmell, Brian 
Mackay and Donald Campbell. 
Donald eventually worked the 
ball to Ross Maitland on the 
right of the Letham box with the 
Saints wide man testing Steven 
McEwan at his near post. 

The improvement from Saints 
continued towards the interval 
with Paul Kerr having another 
shot from the edge of the box 
which the Letham defence did 
well to charge down. With one 
first-half minute remaining, 

NORTH Connel couple Roger 
and June Rhodes were present-
ed with an Annie Award at the 
Royal Highland Yacht Club’s 
annual fitting-out supper held 
at the Royal Hotel in Oban on 
Saturday March 4. Some 85 club 
members attended the supper.

The award, along with others, 
was presented by David Wilkie, 
a club trustee and previous com-
modore of the club, and retired 
director of Ardfern Yacht Cen-
tre. Philippa Clarke accepted 
the award on behalf of Roger, 
72, and June, 69, who were una-
ble to attend.

The Annie plaque was present-
ed as recognition for Roger and 
June’s work within the club, but 
more especially as recognition 
for initiating the club’s social 
sailing network. The network 
was designed to facilitate regu-
lar club social sailing through-
out the cruising season using 
a simple email forum and has 
been immensely successful.

The idea was adopted by the 
club in 2014 and now has more 
than 120 members participating.

Roger said: ‘We really appreci-
ate receiving the award.’

Roger and June Rhodes.
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AN APPLICATION to install a £95,000 
canopy in Cameron Square has been with-
drawn, writes Monica Gibson.

The proposal to build a permanent 
structure just off the High Street was a joint 
venture between Fort William Town Team 
(FWTT) and Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company (FWMSC).

The suggestion was put forward follow-
ing the inaugural visit by a cruise liner to 
Fort William in September 2016.

FWMSC secretary, Sarah Kennedy 
explained: ‘We had arranged for Scottish 
country dancers and musicians to entertain 
everyone in the town on the day, but because 
the weather was very rainy, we all got rather 
wet.

‘With seven cruise ships expected in 2017 
we decided we needed a better solution. 

This resulted in a partnership between 
FWTT and FWMSC to see if we could put 
some kind of permanent canopy in Cameron 
Square’

An application for the canopy was submit-
ted to Highland Council in December as 
well as appeals for funding in the hope of 
having it in place before the next cruise liner 
is set to arrive on May 10, 2017.

However, concerns had been raised by 
nearby shops and business owners that the 
structure could be so big that it would hide 
them from view and potentially hinder their 
footfall.

Sue Keen, from FWTT, said: ‘We have 
been overwhelmed by the support we have 
been given with regards this project, but 
we have taken the decision to withdraw 
the planning application because of a few 

concerns by the stakeholders immediately 
surrounding the square.

‘Based on the feedback we have received, 
we would like to take more time to consult 
with the stakeholders and the wider com-
munity to make sure we get this right for 
Fort William. We feel an undercover area 
in Cameron Square will be a positive step 
forward for the town centre and hope to 
resubmit a new application soon.’

The team now plans to consider a 
cost-effective temporary canopy while they 
consider options.

Anyone with suggestions, comments or 
ideas is asked to send them to Sarah Kennedy 
at info@fwmsc.co.uk.

Meanwhile, the next town team volunteer 
meeting is on Monday March 13 at 7pm in 
Council Chambers, Lochaber House.

Canopy plans withdrawn over concerns

David MacDonald was a huge supporter of Fort William FC and well known in the town. 

THE LATEST stage in the GFG 
Alliance’s planned development 
of Lochaber smelter got under 
way on Friday (March 3) when 
discussions began over the 
proposed alloy wheel plant at the 
site.

Fergus Ewing, cabinet secre-
tary for rural economy, chaired 
a meeting of the newly formed 
Lochaber Delivery Group 
(LDG), which aims to support 
the setting up of the new plant 
over the next couple of years by 
providing housing, training and 
infrastructure.

The LDG, made up of High-
land Council, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and other 
public sector bodies, met with 
GFG Alliance executive chair-
man Sanjeev Gupta to discuss 
the plans to safeguard jobs and 
boost the local economy.

Mr Gupta said: ‘I’ve never seen 
so many public bodies coming 
together. It’s very encouraging. 
People here are enthusiastic 
about making this work.’

Training and employment was 
a major focus at the meeting, 
with representatives from West 
Highland College and Skills 
Development Scotland present.

Mr Gupta said he would like to 
employ and train as many local 
workers as is feasible.

He said: ‘Local people are in 
the best place for us. We will 
be mapping the skills that we 
need and where we can get them 
from. There will be some very 
specialised jobs and this is not 
a very industrialised part of the 
country so we will need to cast 
the net wider and hire from other 
areas as well.

‘We will be looking for a very 

SECONDARY students in 
Lochaber may soon have a 
four-and-a-half-day week 
thanks to new timetabling 
plans.

According to the Highland 
Council, a decision to move 
towards the 33-period week 
was made back in 2014, fol-
lowing much discussion about 
the educational benefits, and 
in particular the importance 
of sustaining rural education.

A spokesperson added: ‘It is 
the council’s intention to move 
towards a common time tabling 
format as this will allow wider 
access to senior courses for 
Highland pupils. The first 
stage of this process is to move 
all secondary schools to the 
33-period week and will finish 
early on a Friday.

‘All Highland secondary 
schools will be on a 33-period 
week from August, which 
takes place over 4.5 days.’

INVERLOCHY residents 
wanting to use the post office 
services will have to continue 
travelling into Fort William 
two months after the branch 
closed unexpectedly.

The branch has been closed 
since January 10 due to an 
‘operational issue’, according 
to a Post Office spokesper-
son, but the shop remained 
open. However, it has now 
closed. Visit www.obantimes.
co.uk for full story.

THE LIFE of a ‘true gentleman’ 
and ‘genuinely nice guy’ will be 
celebrated today (March 9).

Former vice-chairman of Fort 
William Football club (FWFC) 
David MacDonald tragically 
died last week.

Described as a football 
stalwart, David was a regular 
contributor of sports reports 
to The Oban Times. His funeral 
mass is to take place at St 

John’s Church in Caol at 11am.
FWFC wrote on its Facebook 
page on March 2: ‘It is with 
deepest sadness and sorrow 
that we announce the passing 
of our friend and former vice 
chairman, David MacDonald.

‘David was a stalwart sup-
porter of Fort William FC and 
contributed in so many ways to 
the club, as match day reporter 
and announcer, historian and 

social media coordinator. 
David’s shouts of “Refereeee!”, 
when he disputed the decisions 
of the match day official, will 
forever echo around Claggan 
Park.

‘Our thoughts today are with 
his family. David, we will all 
miss you.’

The Oban Times offers its sym-
pathy to the family, friends and 
colleagues of Mr MacDonald.

Lochaber smelter boss delighted 
at public sector bodies’ support 

specific skill set which is hard to 
generate as there’s no national 
pool. Training somebody will 
take over a year if we are starting 
from scratch but we have a cou-
ple of years to get this done. All 
of the training will be done in the 
Highlands.’

Addressing the skills gap is key 
for the business and the main 
focus of the Gupta family trust, 
which works to provide young-
sters with training and access 
to courses to build skills and 
knowledge.

Mr Gupta added: ‘It’s a 
24-month process to get fully up 
and running but we have already 
started advertising jobs.’

In terms of infrastructure, Mr 
Gupta emphasised the impor-
tance of a local port and said 
work would be done to improve 
the port at Corpach for the pur-
poses of importing and exporting 
goods from the smelter and alloy 
company. He also said that road 
and rail links would have to 
be looked into, and Transport 
Scotland was also represented at 
the meeting.

Highland Council leader Mar-
garet Davidson said this is ‘the 
largest inward investment project 
which the Highland Council has 

KATIE CARABINE
kcarabine@obantimes.co.uk

Funeral set for football stalwart

Half day 
Friday 
plans for 
high school

Inverlochy 
post offi ce

dealt with in Lochaber and one of 
the largest ever in the Highlands’.

She added: ‘It shows that 
the area is very much open for 
business. The Lochaber Delivery 
Group is an excellent innovation 
and the council is pleased to be 
part of taking this transforma-
tional project forward.’

Charlotte Wright, interim 
HIE chief executive, said: ‘The 
delivery group has an important 
role in helping to facilitate the 
company’s growth in Lochaber 
and I am very pleased to be part 
of that.’

The LDG will meet again in 
May and communication is to be 
kept open with various commu-
nity groups.

During his visit, Mr Ewing also 
switched on one of the new £10 
million bio-diesel plants at the 
smelter, which will boost renew-
able energy onsite, making it the 
UK’s greenest metal-production 
factory.

These bio-diesel power plants 
will help production to be sus-
tained during drier spells and 
will also supply the grid when 
needed.

This is part of a nationwide 
network of planned plants, which 
are a key aspect of the GFG Al-
liance’s Greensteel strategy for 
environmental metal production 
and also includes recycling of 
scrap and used metals.

Mr Ewing said: ‘This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for Lochaber. In nearly three 
decades in politics, there has 
never been an opportunity that 
is so ambitious and exciting, and 
it’s terrific to be here at the birth 
of it.’

He added: ‘It fits with the 
natural resources we have here 
in Lochaber and plays to our 
strengths.’

Fergus Ewing with Sanjeev 
Gupta. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Opening on 10th March for the 
2017 season, 7 days a week

All our shell� sh is kept in our seawater tanks

Daily blackboards with something for 
everyone , from a bowl of soup,  steak , co� ee 

and cake or one of our popular platters

Seafood Shop and Deli open 
Monday to Saturday

Live and cooked shell� sh, deli, 
colourful Spanish cookware and gifts

Lochleven Seafood Cafe
01855 821048

www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk
Review us on trip advisor

Follow us on Facebook
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CROFTING COMMISSION ELECTIONS

VOTE
Catherine MacKinnon

Why? 
South West Highlands croft ers and the Croft ing Commission 

need a new face on the Board.  We need a fresh start. 

Contact me anyti me:  
email: catherinemackinnon@bti nternet.com  mobile: 07881603069

 VOTE for CATHERINE MACKINNON by 16th March 2017

Career:  Lifelong croft er, HIE  Lochaber Local Enterprise Company (LEADER manager), 
 UHI/Lochaber College (Business Development Manager),  inter-agency liaison,  
 community development & project facilitati on 

Qualifi cati ons:  BSc Hons Geography,  SVQ V Strategic Management, 
 HND Gaelic Language & Culture

Pedigree:  Born 1966, Catherine MacDonald, raised on the family  croft  in Bohunti n, 
 Lochaber.  Daughter, grand-daughter, great-grand-daughter (mar sin air adhart) 
 of Bohunti n croft ers and shepherds.  

What can I off er?
• pragmati sm, clear thinking, vision 
• honesty, integrity
• representati on of the best interests of croft ers 
• vigilance on Brexit challenges and opportuniti es
• positi ve partnership working for the greater good of croft ing, 
   not just for today but for tomorrow and for future generati ons  
• a voice and an ear for croft ers on the ground

Croft ing doesn’t 
have to be an 
uphill struggle… 

Use your vote NOW 
to get croft ing 
back on track 

Don’t bury your 
head in the sand … 

FW

AS PART of its series, Growing 
up in Scotland, the BBC is 
looking at stories of children in 
the 20th century who were sent 
by their local authorities to live 
within island communities for 
the sake of their welfare. The 
policy continued up into the 
1970s.

Gordon Bucher was one of 
those children. 

In the spring of 1961, when 
he was about eight years old, 
he and his four siblings were 
removed from their family 
home in Glasgow. After a year 
spent between children’s homes 
in the city, the youngsters were 
sent to live on Tiree.

Mr Bucher said: ‘My dad was 
more interested in gambling 
and drinking than paying the 
rent or looking after us, so we 
were boarded out. It wasn’t 
fostering because it wasn’t 
done with that level of love and 
affection.’

Initially, the move to the 
island proved to be somewhat 
traumatic for the children.

‘We were told we would all be 
housed together on the island 
but when we got there we were 
split up. My sister Jean and I 
were taken to a house in Barra-
pool.

‘Because we’d been lied to 
by the guardians who travelled 
with us, we thought we would 
never see each other again.’

However, Mr Bucher soon 
realised this wasn’t the case 
when he was re-united with his 
siblings at the local school.

In fact, he says he and his 

siblings had a good life on the 
island over the five years they 
spent there before moving back 
with their parents in 1966.

‘The life we had was far better 
than we would have had in 
Glasgow with my dad who just 
couldn’t keep away from the 
pub and the bookies.’

To this day Mr Bucher, who is 
a former army sergeant major 
now living in Hereford, goes 
back to visit Tiree as often as 
he can, so fond is the place to 
him despite the circumstances 
which took him there.

‘I call Tiree my home now,’ he 
added.

His story is told in the third 
episode of Growing up in Scot-
land: A century of childhood 
which airs tonight (March 9) at 
9pm on BBC Two Scotland.

Growing up on 
the isle of Tiree

Gordon Bucher.

Exciting times as 
teachers Go! Gaelic
TEACHERS from Highland 
gathered for a training day 
that marks the beginning of a 
new phase of Gaelic language 
learning in primary schools 
in the region — and indeed 
Scotland.

Around 25 teachers from 
16 schools took part in an in-
service day which was hosted 
at Plockton High School on 
February 22.

The event marked the first 
training session in an 18-day 
series to teach them how to use 
the Go! Gaelic programme of 
online resources – created by 
Stòrlann Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig 
and aimed at enabling primary 
teachers working in English-
medium education to teach 
some Gaelic to their classes.

For most of the teachers 
taking part in the training, the 
course is also aimed at giving 
them, personally, enough Gael-
ic so that they are able to teach 
it with confidence.

The training was delivered 
by Ruairidh Mackay, Gaelic 
development officer 1+2 
languages, Highland Council, 
and Jackie Mullen, Go! Gaelic 
consultant trainer for Stòrlann.

Ruairidh said: ‘It was well 
received. 

‘I think the fact it was in two 

streams was bound to make 
a difference. It wasn’t a “one 
size fits all” course. I think that 
makes a difference, especially 
in an area where a lot of teach-
ers have Gaelic already.’

Jackie took the group of 
teachers with little or no Gaelic. 
Her aim was to take them 
through the first of the Go! 
Gaelic classroom units, point-
ing out what vocabulary and 
grammar they needed to know 
to get started, and then suggest 
ways to structure classroom 
lessons.

‘I tried to deliver unit one 
with lots of practical tips for 
methodology so that teachers 
could take it back to their 
classes and hit the ground 
running,’ she said.

‘At the end [of the training 
day] they all declared they felt 
confident to go ahead and do 
that.’

Teacher Jean Mackay from 
Ullapool Primary was in Jack-
ie’s group. 

She said the course was ‘great’, 
adding: ‘Because I haven’t got 
any Gaelic it was definitely at 
my level and it was just how you 
would want to be treated.

‘I’m just learning with them 
[her pupils], so I’m slightly one 
step ahead but only just.’

Maggie Finlayson, from 
Glenelg Primary, was in the 
group of teachers who are flu-
ent or more advanced learners 
and were coming to the training 
day from a different position.

She said it was great to be 

able to pull together ideas and 
also talk about the problems. 
She also found it beneficial 
to be able to meet with other 
teachers who use Gaelic and 
have that forum for discussion 
and questions.

She added: ‘It was very good. 
I had a lot of questions to ask 
because I’m still a learner and 
I brought them up at the course 
as well. It was great having 
Ruairidh and other people 
there with more Gaelic than 
I have and to hear different 
pronunciations.

‘It was good that we were 
actually using Gaelic because 
some of us are quite isolated 
like myself and there’s nobody 
that we can actually practise 
on.’ 

Two of the young 
actors taking part 
in the Go! Gaelic 

series of � lms 
which are part 
of the training 

for teachers who 
deliver Gaelic 

learning in the 
classroom.

Skye’s dramatic landscape is  popular with Hollywood directors, with two upcoming 
blockbusters having been � lmed on the island.

A PROPOSAL to relocate 
Dunvegan Primary School 
on the isle of Skye to a new 
building has been approved 
by the Highland Council’s 
Education, Children and 
Adult Services Committee.

The committee agreed to 
recommend to the Highland 
Council that the school 
should be moved to a new 
build at Lonmore, less than 
a mile from its current 
location, where it can be 
co-located with planned new 
community facilities.

In a report published by 
Education Scotland, HM 
inspectors said that the 
proposed relocation offered 

clear educational benefits as 
the current school is in poor 
condition. 

They also highlighted the 
lack of facilities, such as 
adequate toilet provision 
– children must cross the 
playground in all weathers to 
access them.

They also reported that 
there were health and safety 
hazards relating to the car 
parking situation as delivery 
vehicles are required to cross 
the car park to reach the 
delivery point.

The relocation would also 
benefit the wider community 
as there would be public 
access to much-improved 

sporting facilities at the new 
building.

A public consultation 
period for the proposal took 
place from November 7 to 
December 19, 2016, during 
which there were 71 written 
responses from parents 
and other stakeholders and 
a further 36 from pupils 
themselves, gathered using 
age-adapted questionnaires.

All but one of the 71 adult 
responses were in support of 
having a new school building 
and 29 of the pupils were also 
in favour.

Chairman of the Educa-
tion, Children and Adult 
Services Committee, 

Councillor Drew Millar said: 
‘We received more than 70 
responses to the public con-
sultation exercise, and there 
was overwhelming support 
for the council’s proposal.

‘The existing school accom-
modation is very dilapidated 
and today’s decision paves 
the way for a new school.

‘It’s very good news for both 
the council and the commu-
nity, and I hope now that 
working with the community 
and the North West Skye 
Recreational Association we 
will have a first class facility 
for everyone in the area to 
be proud of in the not too 
distant future.’

Plans approved to relocate 
Dunvegan Primary on SkyePOLICE in Portree are appealing 

for information following a poten-
tially suspicious incident in the town.

Officers received a report of an in-
cident during which a female in her 
forties was left alarmed and shaken 
following verbal contact from a man 
within a vehicle.

Between 11am and 11.30am 
on February 28, the woman was 

approached by a dark vehicle in 
Somerled Square before an elderly 
male reportedly made unwanted 
and alarming comments towards 
her. The woman was not physically 
harmed.

As part of ongoing inquiries, any-
one who witnessed the incident or 
has any information is encouraged 
to contact police on 101.

Woman in Portree left shaken 
following incident with man

STORNOWAY arts organisa-
tion An Lanntair has received 
£10,000 from wind farm 
charity Point and Sandwick 
Trust which will be spent on 
its education and outreach 
work across the islands, writes 
Katie Carabine.

The money comes from 
the profits of the trust’s 
community-owned wind farm 
at Beinn Ghrideag on the 
outskirts of Stornoway. This 
will be the first instalment of 
a £20,000-a-year commitment 
to the arts centre.

Point and Sandwick Trust 
general manager Donald 
John MacSween said it had 
committed the £20,000 
‘because we recognise that 
the arts and culture are very 
important – and very often in 
terms of supposed austerity 
they are the first budgets to be 
attacked’.

An Lanntair does work 
throughout the islands, 
including primary school 
workshops such as a success-
ful tour of Lewis and Harris 
primary schools by multi-
media artist Julie Brook dur-
ing her exhibition.

There are also adult educa-
tion projects offering lessons 
in subjects including kilt-mak-
ing, life-drawing and guitar.

The funding will allow more 
dance classes to take place as 
well as dance and theatre sum-
mer schools, art and drama 
clubs and a film club.

A social inclusion project 
whereby spaces in the arts 
centre are made available 
to groups from Grianan or 
Ardseileach centres will also 
benefit from the funding.

An Lanntair chief executive 
Elly Fletcher said: ‘It’s really 
unusual to have a funder 
interested in funding our core 
organisation and that makes 
a huge difference because it 
means that our staff are free 
to come up with new creative 
ideas and make them happen 
without having to project that 
financially.

‘One of the things that 
happens to us a lot is that we 
secure project funding, we 
raise the expectations of the 
community and we deliver 
an amazing project – and 
the funding disappears and 
there’s a gap while we try to 
source funding again and 
start again.

‘The beauty of this type of 
support is that we are able 
to continue that engagement 
with the community and we 
don’t let anyone down. There’s 
no gap.’

A YOUNG fisherman from 
Mallaig who is passionate 
about the industry has been 
shortlisted for a prestigious 
award.

Aaron McLean, 20, is in the 
running for young fisherman 
of the year in the Fishing News 
awards, which are the UK’s 
only fishing industry awards.

A spokesperson from the 
awards said: ‘From a young 
age Aaron has been passionate 
about fishing, taking every 
opportunity to get out to sea 
as soon as he was old enough. 
He has proven his ability to 
skipper his father’s boat, the 
Caralisa OB956, and shown 
commitment to what could be 
seen as a declining industry on 
the West Coast.

‘Always keen to learn, inter-
ested in fully understanding 
the legislation that affects fish-
ing and talking with other fish-
ermen, Aaron is committed to 
supporting the fishing industry 
in and around Mallaig.’

Pat Eggington, publisher 
of Fishing News, said: ‘The 
strength of the nominations 
we’ve received this year has 
been impressive. We wish to 
celebrate the determination 
and professionalism shown by 
everyone involved in the fish-
ing industry, and to highlight 
how vital a role is played by so 
few.’

To see the full shortlist and to 
vote for your favourite, visit the 
www.fishingnews.co.uk/awards.

Stornoway 
arts centre 
blown 
away by 
funding

Mallaig 
fi sherman 
shortlisted

THE DRAMATIC landscapes of the Isle of 
Skye will feature in two Hollywood block-
busters this year.

King Arthur: Legend of the Sword and 
Transformers: The Last Knight both had 
scenes filmed on the Trotternish Ridge in 
the north of the Island.

The Transformers film crew were in Skye 
last year working on this latest installment 
of the series, which is due for release 
in June. They shot in locations around 
the Trotternish Peninsula, including the 
Quirang and Storr.

King Arthur also had scenes filmed in 
north Skye and it is due to be released in 
May.

Skye’s dramatic ans inspirational land-
scapes have featured in many films over 
the years including big budget blockbusters 
such as Macbeth, BFG, Stardust, Snow White 
and the Huntsman and Highlander.

VisitScotland chief executive Malcolm 
Roughead said: ‘Skye has provided stunning 
backdrops to a host of high-profile movies 
in recent years.

‘Guy Ritchie’s King Arthur: Legend of the 
Sword is another opportunity to promote 
Scotland not only as a wonderful jet-setting 
destination, but to highlight this country’s 
connection to the man behind the myth. It 
is particularly fitting in our Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology.’

Skye has starring role 
in Hollywood releases

Benefi t plan 
would aid 
Lochaber  
families
SOME 7,510 families in Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch 
could see their incomes boost-
ed by Labour’s plan to top up 
child benefit by £240 per year.

Under Labour’s plan, the 
Scottish Parliament’s new 
social security powers could 
be used to top up child ben-
efit and lift around 30,000 
children in Scotland out of 
poverty by 2020.

Figures published by High-
lands and Islands Labour 
MSP David Stewart confirm 
there are currently 12,890 
children in Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch who would 
benefit from the move.

The Child Poverty Action 
Group (CPAG) has backed 
any increase to child benefit 
and called on other parties in 
the Scottish Parliament to do 
the same.

Mr Stewart said: ‘Labour’s 
plan would see child benefit 
increase by £240 per year by 
the turn of the decade, in-
creasing by £13 a month next 
year, before rising to £20 per 
month in 2020.

‘The SNP’s Child Poverty 
Bill – now in the Scottish 
Parliament – should include 
Labour’s plan to top up child 
benefit for 7,510 families 
in Skye, Lochaber and Bade-
noch.

‘If the Nationalists won’t do 
it we will seek to amend the 
law ourselves. I call on MSP 
Kate Forbes to back this plan 
to lift around 30,000 children 
out of poverty.’
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Garden 
waste charge 
will protect 
jobs, says 
council

Onich man’s 
court case 
continued 
until May

PLANS to charge for garden 
waste to be uplifted could 
help generate more than half 
a million pounds, according to 
the Highland Council.

From July, anyone wishing to 
have their brown bin emptied 
will have to pay a £30 annual 
fee to the council.

A council spokesman 
confirmed that the new 
‘commercial approach’ to 
garden waste was decided 
unanimously by councillors at 
a meeting on February 16 and 
says the scheme could generate 
an estimated £660,000 which 
would help meet the council’s 
£20 million funding gap and 
save jobs.

Allan Henderson, chairman 
of the community services 
committee, explained: ‘Savings 
made by charging for brown 
bins helps to sustain around 25 
to 30 jobs and protect services. 
The alternative option was to 
stop the brown bin collection 
service altogether or make cuts 
to other services.

‘When we have consulted 
with the public, most people 
have indicated that they would 
be prepared to pay a bit more 
for some services in order to 
protect services and jobs.’

He continued: ‘The brown 
bins were originally introduced 
as part of a Scotland-wide 
initiative to reduce waste going 
to landfill sites. Not everyone 
has a brown bin and therefore 
it is only fair that people who 
benefit from this service should 
pay a small fee to continue 
getting it, especially when we 
have been trying to manage 
a huge budget gap and make 
difficult choices about where to 
cut services.

‘The council is rightly moving 
to a more commercial approach 
in order to continue to provide 
services in the face of continu-
ing reductions in budgets and 
increasing costs.’

Initial modelling has taken 
place which has identified that 
£660,000 net additional income 
could be generated based on 
a 33 per cent uptake of the 
service within households 
that currently receive the free 
service.  

A similar scheme was 
introduced by Angus Council 
in July 2016. The £30 per 
household charge has been 
identified to be at the lower 
end of charges where they 
have been introduced, and 
the council understands the 
average charge per household 
in England is £42.

The charge will not be 
introduced until July and 
the service will remain free 
until then. Should residents no 
longer wish to use the service, 
their brown bin will be picked 
up and removed. 

Residents will still be able to 
dispose of garden waste free of 
charge at their local recycling 
centre.

A fact sheet with further 
information is available on 
the council website: www.
highland.gov.uk/info/1063/rub-
bish_-_household_waste/738/
changes_to_brown_bin_collec-
tions.

Commuters left in the dark 
over bus timetable changes
A CONSULTATION event 
was held in Fort William on 
Wednesday (March 1) in a bid 
to shed light on changes to bus 
services.

But a local councillor says 
he remains concerned as he 
believes local bus users are no 
clearer on what is happening 
and how the changes will affect 
them.

Highland Council public 
transport contracts have been 
renewed, with changes expect-
ed to take effect in April, as 
reported in last week’s Oban 
Times.

The council says it is pleased 
to have been able to retain the 
same level of service on the 
majority of routes but, owing 
to financial constraints, some 
have been reduced.

Many bus routes in the 
Highlands are operated com-
mercially – ie, without council 
support. Contracts are then 
awarded by the council for 
the routes which are not run 
commercially. Stagecoach and 
Shiel buses have been bidding 
for these contracts and as a 
result some of them will change 
hands.

On February 20, Stagecoach 
released its new timetables 
where it was revealed, among 
other changes, it will no longer 
operate a Sunday service.

On March 1, the company 
parked up on Fort William 
High Street to allow concerned 
bus users to find out more.

Despite these efforts, Coun-
cillor Brian Murphy believes 
people are still only getting 
‘half the picture’.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘What I have been trying to get 
is an integrated timetable with 
both the Stagecoach services 
and Shiel. 

‘There is no legal framework 

preventing this from happen-
ing. It is just someone needs to 
do the work. That would give 
people a better idea of all the 
changes.

‘My own opinion is that the 
situation is not satisfactory. I 
think there needs to be legis-
lation reintroduced to regulate 
the services. Operators have all 
the power and as our budgets 
are getting squeezed there is 
very little the council can do.

‘I would like the council to 
look in greater detail at run-
ning the service themselves. In 
Edinburgh, the service is still 
in public hands and it turns a 
profit of £4 million. The West-
ern Isles are doing something 
similar. You couldn’t get two 
more different places who are 
managing it, so why can’t we? 

‘At the moment I would not 
say we are getting value for 
money.’

Councillor Ben Thompson 
says his biggest concern is the 
lack of mutual bus passes which 
could bring a huge problem for 
shift workers.

He added: ‘Sheil Buses have 
told me they are going to do a 
similar event to Stagecoach, but 
they are being delayed because 
the routes are not registered. 

‘Another aspect is that the 
high school will be going to a 
four-and-a-half-day week so it 
can’t be a carbon copy of the 
timetable.’

The Oban Times contacted 
Sheil Buses Limited but it was 
unable to provide a comment as 
the paper went to press. 

HAVE YOUR SAY on changes to bus services in Lochaber

POLICE FILES

Iain Beaton, Operations 
manager with Stagecoach 
for Skye and Fort William, 
represented the company at 
the event on Fort William High 
Street.  

He was pleased with the 
turnout and said the majority of 
comments people raised, made 
sense.

Benny MacDonald is part 
of the Lochaber Bus Users’ 
Group and urged people to 
attend their next meeting 
which will take place on 
March 21.

Eileen Simmonds from Caol 
uses the bus three to four times 
a week, while her daughter uses 
the service every day.

She said: ‘People who want to 
get to the medical centre will 
have real problems now. There 
is no service between 3pm and 
4pm because of the school run, 
so if you have an appointment 
at that time it is not going to be 
possible [to get to it].’

Jan MacLugash from Banavie 
says she is lucky because she has 
a car and can drive.

She added: ‘It is the route from 
Fort William to Inverness I am 
worried about.  

‘Looking at the new services, 
it is not possible for people 
visiting folk in Raigmore to get 
the bus up to Inverness, do their 
visiting, and make it for the bus 
home again.  It is just not on.’

Hazel Hannah travelled by bus 
from South Laggan into Fort 
William for the consultation.

She said: ‘The tourist season 
is just about to start up and I 
can’t tell my boss what shifts 
I am going to be available for 
because I depend on the bus 
and I don’t know what time I can 
actually make it there.’

The shop worker added: ‘There 
are rumours that Shiel will copy 
the timetable used by Stage-
coach. Sometimes the buses are 
not as reliable as they should be 
so a bit of competition is good.  
If this makes Shiel and Stage-

Rhona Grant is angered that the 
Sunday service, currently o� ered 
by Stagecoach from Fort William 
to Kinlochleven, is going to stop.

She added: ‘It is like going back 
in time to when the church ran 
the only Sunday service but 
these decisions are commercial, 
not religious.  

‘I live up a hill and walk when I 
can but rely a lot on the buses to 
get home from work. 

‘I am most concerned 
about  young people losing their 
independence – they won’t be 
able to go anywhere.’

coach improve their services, 
then great but the fact that there 
is such little information feels like 
we’re jumping out of the frying 
pan and into the � re.’

Will you be affected by 
the chances to the bus 

timetables? 
Send your thoughts to us at 

fort@obantimes.co.uk

THERE has been an increase in 
housebreakings throughout 
Lochaber. Any suspicious activity 
or strange or unknown vehicles 
seen in local areas should be 
reported to police as a matter of 
urgency.

On February 26 fuel was 
stolen from lorry parked 
overnight at Leith’s Quarry in 
Aonach Mhor.

Between March 2 and March 
5 an unoccupied property in 
Onich was broken into and items 
were stolen.

At some point during the 
past couple of weeks a derelict 
building behind the West 
Highland Museum in Cameron 
Square, Fort William, was bro-
ken into and items damaged.

In early February a window was 
smashed in Brown Court, Upper 
Achintore.

If anyone saw or heard 
anything suspicious or has 
information about any of the 
incidents, they should contact 
police at Fort William or 
Glencoe police stations on 101.

A MAN from Onich accused 
of threatening behaviour 
will have to wait until May to 
defend his alleged actions.

The case against a 
77-year-old man accused of 
threatening neighbours and 
repeatedly brandishing a 
working chainsaw towards 
them has been continued until 
then.

Thomas Allan Kirsop 
attended Fort William Sheriff 
Court last Thursday (March 2) 
in relation to several offences 
which reportedly took place 
between January 1, 2015, and 
June 8, 2016, in the village.

The case is next scheduled to 
be heard on May 25.

Pupils help save Lundavra butter� y
PUPILS from Lundavra Primary 
have raised nearly £600 to keep their 
‘beloved madame butterfly alive’.

Last year as part of the Town 
Team’s Adopt A Plot scheme, the 
primary six class adopted the butter-
fly flower garden on Lundavra Road.

This year, not content with just sav-
ing the butterfly and maintaining it, 
the children were in a Fort William 
supermarket on Monday packing 
bags to help self-fund the project.

Primary six teacher Nicola Mac-
Master said: ‘Last year GardenStop 
donated the flowers for the butterfly 
and this year the class thought it 
would be a good idea to do some 
fundraising so that we were able to 
make a contribution toward the cost 
of the flowers. The pupils are looking 
forward to making the butterfly look 
beautiful again when the warmer 
weather comes and it’s ready to be 
planted up.’

The 21 primary six pupils split into 
two shifts in Morrisons supermarket 
and managed to raise the ‘amazing 
total’ of £597.
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Blarghour Wind Farm Public Exhibition
Coriolis Energy will be hosting public exhibitions to discuss a 
proposal for a wind farm on land at Blarghour between Loch 
Awe and Loch Fyne. The site is approx. 7km north west of 
Inveraray and 5km east of Dalvich. 

Portsonachan Village Hall
(PA33 1BJ) 
Monday 27th March 2017
3-8pm

Dalavich Community Centre 
(PA35 1HN) 
Tuesday 28th March 2017 
11:30am-7:00pm

At the exhibition you will have the opportunity to view 
information relating to the proposals, and members of the 
project team will also be on hand to answer any questions.
We welcome comments and suggestions that could help inform 
the design and layout of the proposed wind farm. Comment 
Forms can be completed on the day or returned as per the 
details below by no later than Tuesday 18th April.
(Please note that comments made will be to the prospective applicant, not the 
planning authority. There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the 
planning authority upon submission of an application.)

For further information please email  
info@blarghourwindfarm.co.uk or write to  
Coriolis Energy, Suite 406-407 Baltic Chambers,  
50 Wellington Street, Glasgow, G2 6HJ 
www.blarghourwindfarm.co.uk

View from 
the Chamber

THE OUTDOOR Capital 
of the UK has run five 
Facebook competitions 
from October to the start of 
March. 

These competitions have 
been extremely successful 
and attracted more than 
5,000 entries from across the 
UK and even further afield 
in some cases. 

Our competition winners 
are all very excited to come 
to the Outdoor Capital of 
the UK – Lochaber – and 
claim their prizes.

The prizes have been a 
climbing adventure break, 
two skiing breaks, a walking 

break based in Fort William 
and also a walking break 
based in Mallaig – covering 
a wide range of different 
activities that you can do in 
Lochaber. 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
businesses who helped us 
put these prizes together, 
Abacus Mountain Guides, 

Nevis Range, the Moorings 
Hotel, the Alexandra Hotel 
and also the West Highland 
Hotel.

Our winter campaign com-
petition videos have reached 
more than a million people 
outside this area. 

This is possibly the biggest 
digital campaign that has 
ever been run in Lochaber 
and has given our area max-
imum exposure to a wide 
audience of travel enthusi-
asts – putting Lochaber on 
the map as a very attractive 
winter holiday destination.

To find out more visit www.
outdoorcapital.co.uk.

STAFF and volunteer members 
of Lochaber Sensory Care for 
sight and hearing support 
will be in Ardnamurchan on 
Monday March 13. 

The team will be at Acha-
rachle Medical Practice from 
10.30am until 11.30am and 
at Dailmhor Care Home in 
Strontian from 12.30pm until 
1.30pm.

At each venue the LSC rep-
resentatives will be o� ering 
help and advice to those with 
a sight or hearing loss.

They will also supply NHS 
hearing aids and batteries, 
provide re-tubing for the 
hearing aids, and assist with an 
di�  culties in this regard.

THE Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association is holding its 
annual concert tomorrow 
night  in Glasgow University 
Chapel at 7.30pm.

In addition to items from 
the choir, soloists will be 
Eilidh Cormack, Catherine 
Tinney, Fergus Thomson 
and Jeremy Levif.

Entry is by donation and 
there is free parking at the 
university. Following the 
concert there will be an in-
formal ceilidh with a ra�  e in 
the licensed Gilchrist Club.

LOCHABER Hope are hosting a 
‘pudding and pampering day’ 
tomorrow (Friday March 10) 
from noon to 3pm.  

The event, which will take 
place at their premises on Bel-
ford Road, will mark the o�  cial 
launch of their Women’s Space 
programme. There will be a 
zumba taster session, yoga, 
facials, light bites and cakes, as 
well as massage and nails.

CAOL Primary School’s 
spring fete will take place on 
Saturday March 25.  

There will be hot drinks 
and food on sale, as well as 
home baking and bottle and 
ra�  e stalls.   Face painting 
and glitter tattoos, craft 
stalls, a bouncy castle, 
beat the goalie and zumba 
demonstrations will provide 
fun for all the family.  Sammy 
Cameron’s freshly made 
doughnuts will also be 
available.

Funds raised from the 
event at the school, from 
11am to 1pm, will go towards 
transport for the children on 
school trips.

WHAT’S ON

A COUPLE who frequently 
holiday in Fort William took 
the plunge and decided to get 
married in the town last week 
surrounded by the friends they 
have made here.

Gavin Ayre and his new wife 
Catriona, from Livingstone, 
visit Fort William five or six 
times a year rather than holi-
day abroad.

The couple, who are both 
nurses, were married in Fort 
William registry office by reg-
istrar Amy Embling, in what 
was her first ceremony.

Ms Embling said: ‘I was 
quite nervous but I did enjoy 
it and found it very rewarding. 
Gavin and Catriona appeared 
relaxed and easygoing, which 
helped, and, because there 
were just a few attendees 
rather than a very large large 
group, I found this helped with 
my nerves!’

The couple then went to the 
Maryburgh Inn, their local 

pub of choice, for a buffet or-
ganised by their friends. They 
were piped down High Street 
to the inn by piper Connel 
MacBride.

Also joining them were close 

friends Maria and Ronald 
Johnstone, of Waverley Court, 
who acted as witnesses for the 
couple.

The new Mrs Ayre said: 
‘They’ve all been amazing. We 

couldn’t have done it better at 
home.’

Mrs Johnstone added: ‘It 
is just the way they wanted. 
They’ve made so many friends 
here over the years.’

The newlyweds enjoy their 
time in Fort William so much 
that they are planning to move 
to the town in a couple of 
years.

Long-time visitors tie the knot in 
Fort William registry ceremony

Gavin and Catriona Ayre 
enjoy a reception at the 
Maryburgh Inn after their 
wedding, surrounded by 
friends from Fort William.

CLASSROOMS were almost 
unrecognisable last week as 
pupils dressed up as their fa-
vourite storybook characters as 
part of World Book Day, write 
Katie Carabine and Monica 
Gibson.

This year marks the 20th year 
that World Book Day has been 
designated by UNESCO as a 
worldwide celebration, with   
schools, clubs and businesses 
in more than 100 countries 
taking part. The annual event 
is designed to encourage more 
children to read.

St Columba’s RC Primary 
School in Fort William had 
a fantastic time getting into 
character.

Head teacher Ann Marie 
Lopez said: ‘There was a great 
variety of characters including 
Mary Poppins, the Worst 
Witch, Alice in Wonderland, 
the Mad Hatter and the chil-
dren from Enid Blyton’s Fa-
mous Five stories. The school 
also hosted a book fair for a 
week, while the older children 
read their favourite stories to 
the nursery children.’

At Banavie Primary School, 
head teacher Maxean Dunham 
explained that this year the 
children chose to dress up 
as their favourite characters. 
Previously a theme has been 
chosen.

Ms Dunham added: ‘There 
were various prizes given out 
such as best boy and best girl in 
each class. We also had other 
World Book Day activities, 
such as designing book tokens, 
book reviews and buddy read-
ing where the older pupils read 
with the younger ones. And, 
lastly, we had a themed assem-
bly on what reading means to 
me.’

Inverlochy Primary welcomed 
local children’s author Barry 
Hutchison and artist Claire 
Innes to the school for their 
World Book Day festivities.

Two Lochaber Primary 
Schools were lucky enough 
to receive book tokens from 
WHSmith for World Book Day 
as part of the retailer’s 225th 
anniversary celebrations.

Caol and Inverlochy Primary 
Schools were each given £100 
in book tokens, half of which 

were specifically for dyslexia-
friendly books, tying in with 
the high street giant’s pledge 
to support charities, including 
the National Literacy Trust, 

during this anniversary year. 
The schools are among 225 
receiving a donation – one for 
every year since WHSmith was 
established in 1792.

David Johnston, manager 
of the Fort William branch of 
WHSmith, said: ‘We’re really 
excited to have the opportu-
nity to support Caol Primary 

School and Inverlochy Primary 
School as part of our 225th 
anniversary and to help to 
improve their library facilities.

‘Getting more and more 
children to read is something 
we’re all passionate about and 
our work with the National 
Literacy Trust this year further 
accentuates that.’

Tanya Ross, deputy head 
teacher at Inverlochy, said: ‘As 
part of the class who are lead-
ing the promotion of reading at 
Inverlochy Primary School this 
session, our primary six group 
were absolutely delighted to be 
given £100 from WHSmith to 
spend on books.

‘They picked a wonderful 
selection, which included 
stories to interest a wide range 

of readers at our school and 
they also chose some great 
dyslexia-friendly material. The 
books will be highly valued and 
used well at our school and we 
are very grateful to WHSmith 
for gifting us this money.’

Steven Hamilton, from 
Caol Primary School, said: 
‘WHSmith very generously 
allowed us to get £100 worth of 
books, which is great. It’s espe-
cially good that half the vouch-
ers were for dyslexia-friendly 
books which helps encourage 
more children to read.

‘The children got to chose 
whatever books interested 
them and they picked a wide 
range of books to spend their 
vouchers on, with books suit-
able for both boys and girls.’

Clockwise from top: The children at Inverlochy and St Columba’s Primary School children had 
great fun dressing up as their favourite storybook characters for World Book Day; author Barry 

Hutchison visited Inverlochy Primary. He is pictured with Dennis the Menace (left) Kayden 
MacLeod and the Beano Comic, Josh Allan; and Banavie pupils dressed to impress. 

Photographs: Abrightside Photography and Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Pupils celebrate world book day
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“The friendly staff 
did a great job 
very quickly ...”

“...and took all the old windows 
away leaving no mess.” 

- Alistair Gillies, Gorthleck

 

Five years ago a monumental moment 
in crofting happened…six crofters were 
elected to the Crofting Commission 
to see the internal workings of an 
organisation that had previously been 
led by government appointment.
The change was dramatic for the � rst 
time people who worked the land were 
on the committee of peers.
Who better to know how crofting 
should work than the crofters 
themselves?
However, the way crofting worked for 
government was not the way it should 
work for us - fair and equitably across 
the country.
It seems to me that those of us elected 
to serve were to be silent upon the 
commission - and not speak out about 
the things that we saw inside that 
organisation that were simply unfair.
We had six crofters who knew what 
had to be delivered to make the system 
work best.
Of course we saw issues such as one 
area being allowed to do one thing, 
while other areas were not allowed to 
do the very same thing.
A set of laws that were simply not 
adhered to universally across the 
country. A set of laws that needed to be 
vigorously tested.
While we all made some progress in the 
commission, I realised that we needed 
a governance review of the whole 
organisation . I had identi� ed a list of 
all the wrong doing and took it to the 
government saying that we had to have 
a external review in August 2016.

In response to my request a maelstrom 
blew up and what I got for it was 
attacks in the media, and abuse. 
However those who set out against 
me - calling for my resignation - did not 
have the rhino hide I seem to have. They 
couldn’t get rid of Colin Kennedy and 
here I am standing again.
Should you wish to retain an open, 
transparent, accountable and active 
area commissioner with your interests 
foremost in his mind, who will continue 
to strive to ensure the rights of crofters 
are recognised and that Crofters are 
treated in an equitable manner then 
vote for me.
It is time to look ahead, with the vote 
to leave the EU it is more important 
than ever that you have a representative  
who has vision  and understanding of 
the issues facing crofters who will � ght 
to the last and deliver for crofters going 
forward.
My in-depth understanding of the 
current regime  sets me apart from 
others  and be assured Colin . Kennedy is 
the candidate to continue  representing  
Argyll and Lochaber  who will ensure 
your voice is heard above others within  
the heart of Crofting.
As a real Highland crofter who continues 
to graft every day at the coal face of 
crofting  while also representing your 
interests.
Look out for the voting paper and return 
immediately , it only takes � ve minutes 
and in return for your vote  you will 
receive another � ve years of dedicated 
service.

Cailean MacUlarig
Do Ghuth ann an  Croiteireachd

Colin Kennedy 
Your voice in Crofting

Pledge to secure sustainable 
Mallaig to Skye ferry service
A PLEDGE to work with local 
communities to secure a sustain-
able ferry service between Skye 
and Mallaig has been made by 
the Scottish Government.

The promise comes following 
a meeting between Transport 
Minister Humza Yousaf and 
members of the Sleat and Mal-
laig communities, and is believed 
to include the possibility of 
recruiting a new vessel to serve 
on the route and enhancements 
to existing harbours.

The meeting was arranged by 
Kate Forbes MSP and Ian Black-
ford MP following the disruption 
which was experienced last 
summer when the MV Coruisk 
was removed from the route and 
transferred to Oban.

While this situation hindered 
confidence in the service, Ms 
Forbes and Mr Blackford did 
point out that the route has 
experienced positive growth as a 
result of the introduction of the 
government’s Road Equivalent 
Tariff fares, and forecasts show 
that growing demand will have 
to be appropriately managed.

During the discussion on Feb-
ruary 28, Mr Yousaf suggested 
a regular round table meeting 
between Transport Scotland, 
CalMac, the two port authori-
ties, himself and members of the 
community and local businesses 
to discuss the long-term service 
on the route.

Mr Yousaf said: ‘I was very 
pleased to host the representa-
tives from Mallaig and Sleat and 
thank them for their constructive 
approach and their willingness 

to work with us and CalMac on 
finding long-term solutions for 
the route.

‘We all acknowledge that the 
timetable for summer 2017 is 
not optimal, but it’s important 
to recognise that CalMac has 
explored all avenues in a bid to 
reduce uncertainty and improve 
reliability. Local communities 
can be assured that I will be 
monitoring performance on this 
route very closely.

‘I am very keen that this line 
of constructive dialogue is kept 
open and hope my offer of a 
regular round table meeting with 
all key stakeholders will be taken 
up. This will allow Transport 
Scotland, CalMac and CMAL 
to work with the communities on 
developing sustainable long-term 
options with appropriate vessels 
and ports for the ferry crossing.’

Ms Forbes, MSP for Skye, Lo-
chaber and Ross, added: ‘There 
is huge potential in the south end 
of Skye and on the Road to the 
Isles. Businesses are investing, 
tourism is spiralling and more 
people are moving in. But we 
need confidence that this sum-
mer’s service will not become 
the status quo, and that there is 
a plan in place to improve the 
service long-term.

‘The meeting was so construc-
tive that the transport minister 
suggested a regular forum 
of some kind with CalMac, 
Transport Scotland and the local 
community. This would not be a 
talking shop, but an opportunity 
to share suggestions and track 
progress in improving the ser-
vice.

‘I thank the five members who 
travelled from Mallaig and Skye 

to attend the meeting in the 
Scottish Parliament and commit 
fully to supporting all efforts to 
establish a dependable service 
with increased capacity.’

Mr Blackford, MP for Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber, said: ‘The 
point was also made that ulti-
mately the full potential of the 
route can only be achieved when 
we can arrive at the situation 
that appropriate capacity can 
be deployed with vessels that 
can operate from the link spans 
at both terminals, removing the 
constraints that are put on the 
current service from periods of 
low tidal conditions.

‘The success of the Mallaig-
Armadale service is critical, not 
only to the future growth of the 
tourist economy in the region but 
to wider business and community 
interests.’

Councillor Allan Henderson, 
who represents the Caol and 
Mallaig ward, said: ‘The repre-
sentatives from Sleat Transport 
Forum, Road to the Isles Mar-
keting Group along with business 
leaders from both Lochaber and 
Skye agreed that we had a very 
fair and constructive meeting 
with the transport minister and 
Transport Scotland ferries divi-
sion officers.

‘We are delighted that the min-
ister was willing to listen to our 
concerns for 2017 along with our 
suggestions for sustainable ferry 
services, with ships and ports 
fit for service on the Mallaig to 
Armadale and Lochboisdale 
routes.

‘We are further reassured 
with the minister’s agreement to 
convene a working summit with 
all the stakeholders concerned.’

A FORMER army man who upended a bus shelter 
while driving a ‘mega bus’ as a passenger stood 
inside has been admonished by a sheriff.

Lee Purvis attended Fort William Sheriff Court 
last week (February 28) accused of driving the bus 
dangerously on August 8, 2016.

On that day, Purvis had been tasked with driving 
the vehicle – which was said to be 15 metres longer 
than the single-decker he was usually in charge 
of – on behalf of Stagecoach.

The court heard Purvis was immediately unsure 
about tackling the route around Fort William in 
the vehicle.

Defence lawyer Hamish Melrose explained 
Purvis, who has two children under 10 and whose 
partner is expecting twins next month, called the 
control room and asked: ‘Do you really want me to 
take his bus up the hill?’

The control room took Purvis’s concerns on 
board and advised him to return to the depot. But 
when Purvis tried to pull away from the shelter, the 
right hand side of the vehicle caught the shelter.

Purvis drove four or five feet before realising 
what had happened and because of this he admit-
ted a lesser charge of careless driving, which was 
accepted by fiscal Robert Weir.

Mr Melrose said the megabus had not been used 
since. He added that Purvis has a good driving 
record but that his salary meant things were tight 
financially and looked set to get tighter as his 
family increases.

Sheriff William Taylor said: ‘I have received a 
letter from your company written in glowing terms 
attributing to yourself and your driving. As such, I 
admonish you of this charge.’

In accordance with statute law, Sheriff Taylor 
ordered Purvis’s licence be endorsed with three 
penalty points.

A representative from Stagecoach said its sympa-
thy remained with the female passenger who was 
fortunately uninjured in the incident.

Court shows 
bus driver 
leniency

Local knowledge 
impresses at town 
heritage event

A PROCURATOR fiscal told a 
man accused of drink driving: ‘You 
find yourself between a rock and 
a hard place,’ after he claimed he 
deliberately failed a breath test.

Alan Tomlin, 52, was found 
to have almost double the legal 
amount of alcohol in his system af-
ter he was tested by police officers 
outside his home on December 28, 
2016.

Fort William Sheriff Court, 
pictured, heard last Friday March 
3 that Tomlin had been at the 
Rangers v Hibernian game at Ibrox 
with his son and his son’s friend. 

The three travelled by train to 
the city and that Tomlin had driven 
him and his son from their house 
on Camanachd Crescent to Fort 

William train station because his 
son was on crutches after breaking 
his foot a week beforehand.

Constables Ian MacLennan, 30, 

and Neil Holmes, 27, gave evidence 
that an anonymous phone tip-off 
had been received to the effect that 
Tomlin was drinking on the return 
train journey.

Shortly after 10pm, the officers 
followed Tomlin, who drove the 
two-minute journey to his home, 
before using their blue lights as 
they arrived at his address.

When the officers asked Tomlin 
if he had been at the football, he 
said: ‘How do you know that?’  The 
officers explained the tip-off and 
at that point Tomlin asked if he 
could help his son up the flight of 
20 stairs into his house.

Tomlin said he told his son ‘watch 
this’, ran up the stairs and took two 
large drinks of Famous Grouse 

which had been opened from the 
previous night before returning 
outside.

Tomlin admitted to the officers he 
had one can of beer on the train but 
failed to mention he had consumed 
alcohol in the past 20 minutes, which 
is a statutory requirement when 
police are breathalysing someone.

Tomlin said he drank the whisky 
to teach the police a lesson because 
they had pulled him over a few 
times while he was driving and that 
they seemed to have a thing against 
him. He said it was these drinks 
which caused the inflated reading 
of 34mg of alcohol in his system 
when the legal limit is 22mg.

Fiscal Ross Carvel said either 
Tomlin had actually driven under 

the influence and made up the 
story to avoid prosecution or that 
he had tried to interfere with the 
course of justice.

Sheriff William Taylor said: 
‘What is a tell-tale sign for me is 
the application of common sense. 
If the accused had consumed two 
large gulps of Famous Grouse, the 
police officers would have been 
overwhelmed by the smell of fresh 
whisky on his breath and would 
have commented on it.’

The sheriff then found Tomlin, 
who was hoping to have his land-
scape contract taken on by the 
Highland Council, guilty.

He disqualified Tomlin for driv-
ing for three years and issued a fine 
of £500.

Landscaper banned from driving for three years

FORT William folk had a chance to reflect on the 
places and buildings which matter most to the town 
thanks to a Scotland-wide campaign.

What’s Your Heritage? is a project from Historic 
Environment Scotland (HES) which consists 
of inter active workshops with local residents.

A spokesperson from HES said: ‘As part of the 
session which took place at Voluntary Lochaber 
on February 28, industrial archaeology, ancient 
settlements and much-loved community hubs 
were among the diverse examples shared, clearly 
showing how much local people care about their 
heritage.

‘One local example discussed was the altered 
listed building, the former Glenlochy Distillery. 
Since closing in 1984, the office frontage and kiln 
have been restored and converted into flats (minus 
one pagoda) and the long malt barn ranges rebuilt 
as flats for the Lochaber Housing Association. The 
group discussed how it is possible to re-use historic 
buildings like this while retaining historic exterior 
features, and the benefits of doing this.’

Elizabeth McCrone, from HES, added: ‘We are 
thrilled with the response to the campaign so far. 
Fort William had an extremely knowledgeable 
group of people and they all contributed a wealth 
of ideas and stories, as well as some interesting 
personal reflections.

‘This input is invaluable, and it was great to have 
so many people get involved with this exchange 
of ideas. What’s Your Heritage? is a significant 
project for our organisation as the views of the 
group and those of the people across Scotland 
will be used to help shape future designation and 
managing change policies.’

Chris Robinson, who attended the event, added: 
‘There were around 25 people who came along 
and shared a real depth of local knowledge and 
enthusiasm.’

A 30-YEAR-OLD man who 
allowed his huskies to chase 
sheep and bite a lamb will stand 
before a sheriff later this month 
to hear his punishment.

Luke Griffiths from Roxburgh 
Place, pleaded guilty by letter 
at Fort William Sheriff Court, 
taking responsibility for 
huskies which entered a field by 
Lundavra Road,  Fort William, 
on July 30, 2016, and worried 
livestock.

On February 28, Sheriff 
William Taylor ordered Grif-
fiths to appear before him for 
sentence on March 28.

A MAN accused of setting off 
a smoke grenade in a licensed 
premises has had his guilty plea 
successfully withdrawn.

Alasdair Greens, from 
Kennedy Road, attended 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
in relation to an incident on 
September 11 last year.

The 20-year-old previously 
admitted setting off the 
‘grenade’ in the pub, causing it 
to be evacuated, via letter.

But at the hearing on 
February 28, solicitor Hamish 
Melrose asked for the plea to be 
removed as it had been lodged 
prior to Greens receiving any 
legal advice.

Sheriff William Taylor 
accepted the request and 
ordered Greens to reappear 
back in court on March 28.

Dog owner 
admits sheep 
worrying

Court allows 
man to 
change plea

THE LATEST meeting of the Loch-
aber bus users’ group will take place 
this month.

The group will be meeting on 
Tuesday March 21 at 11.30am in the 
council chambers in Fort William.

Members of the public are invited 
to go along to what will be the group’s 

third meeting to discuss bus-related 
issues, including the new bus time-
tables, with representatives of the 
Highland Council, Stagecoach, Shiel 
Buses and Citylink.

NHS HIGHLAND has called for 
extra vigilance after learning scam-
mers are targeting individuals via 
telephone.

The health service has been alerted 
to a phone scam happening in the 
area where members of the public are 
receiving calls from people claiming 
to be from their local GP practice.

A spokesperson from NHS said: ‘So 
far we have been informed of calls in 
the Badenoch and Strathspey area 
and in Skye. The caller is reportedly 
asking questions about the person’s 
medical condition before going on to 

ask about their specific medication 
and advising them to buy herbal 
medication.

‘Please be advised that under no 
circumstances would the NHS or any 
company we work with be advising 
patients to buy herbal medication 
rather than what they have already 
been prescribed.

‘If anyone contacts you trying to 
do this do not engage, hang up the 
call and alert the NHS counter-fraud 
team.’

The NHS counter-fraud team can 
be contacted on 08000 151628.

THE SUCCESS of Highland 
film-makers has been highlighted 
by council representatives.

Last week The Oban Times 
reported on the many Highland 
triumphs at the ninth annual 
Gaelic FilmG Awards which took 
place on February 17.

Entrants were subsequently 
highly commended at the High-
land Council’s education, chil-
dren and adult services (ECAS) 
committee meeting, which took 
place on March 1.

ECAS chairman Drew Millar 

said: ‘Congratulations to all the 
Highland entries, shortlists and 
winners of FilmG. I am particu-
larly pleased to see so many of 
our schools, both pupils and staff 
taking part in this prestigious 
competition, which I am delight-
ed that Highland Council was 
able to support as sponsor of the 
open best comedy award.’

Director of care and learning 
Bill Alexander added: ‘A huge 
well done to all those who took 
part and to the Highland win-
ners.’

Bus user group set to meet

NHS warn of phone scam FilmG teams commended

More news available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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HOSPITABLE Students 
at Acharacle Primary have 
been out in the workforce in 
a bid to develop their future 
and to raise vital funds.

On Thursday, P5-7 spent 
the day at the Salen Hotel, 
Ardnamurchan, where they 
learned more about the 
hospitality industry.

Each pupil experienced 
food preparation and 
cooking in the kitchen and 
front-of-house training. 
They saw how all aspects 
of the hotel/restaurant 
business worked. The day 
culminated with the pupils’ 
families booking tables for 
an evening meal.

Pupils acted as hosts, 
taking orders and waiting on 
tables, serving the food they 
had prepared earlier, before 
joining their families for the 
meal.

Rachel Patterson from 
the school said: ‘We had an 
amazing day. The food and 
atmosphere were fantastic 
and everyone enjoyed their 
night. Thanks to Jonny 
and Julia Peill for the idea 
and making it happen, and 
David, Joanne and staff for 
their patience and support.

‘The children learned 
a huge amount about the 
industry and many have 
been inspired, despite being 
exhausted! This is partner-
ship in action, helping us to 
develop the young workforce 
and we raised £559 for 
school funds.’

ACHARACLE Primary 
School could soon boast a 
new £600,000 community 
sports pitch.

An application has been 
submitted to the High-
land Council to build the 
pitch on rough ground 
adjacent to the school.

A Highland Council 
spokesperson explained 
the school, which opened 
in 2009, has limited play 
space. Council officials 
have worked with com-
munity representatives 
and ward members to 
explore the feasibility of 
providing a larger playing 
area to meet the needs of 
the wider community.

The pitch, which would 
be managed by the school, 

will be funded from the 
Life Cycle Investment 
budget.

Head teacher Lyndsay 
Bradley said: ‘The pitch 
was meant to be built 
at the same time as the 
school but was delayed 
until now. It will make 
a huge difference to the 
whole community to have 
a proper playing field to 
allow training,  compet-
itive games and also just 
space to play.

‘We have so many 
children, young people 
and members of the com-
munity who enjoy taking 
part in different sports 
and activities but at the 
moment have to travel to 
be able to train and play.’

TWO MASONIC lodges in 
Fort William came together 
to raise £1,000 for a new 
dementia-friendly ward in 
the town’s Belford Hospital.

Locheil and Fort William 
lodges organised indoor 
games and a raffle.

Iain Campbell-Elliot, 
right worshipful master of 
Lodge Locheil, said: ‘Each 

year the two lodges play a 
charity shinty match, but 
some of the lads are getting 
on a bit and some have 
health problems so when we 
heard the Belford was start-
ing a dementia ward, we 
decided to play each other 
at indoor games instead.

‘People paid to play domi-
noes, darts and pool. There 

was also a raffle which 
pulled in money as well.’

Mhairi MacKinnon, of 
the Belford fundraising 
group, accepted the cheque 
from Mr Campbell-Elliott 
and Ian Rodger from the 
Fort William lodge.

She said: ‘We are hugely 
grateful. It’s a huge amount 
of money for us to put 

towards our work to make 
ward one dementia friendly. 
We’ve got dementia-friendly 
bedrooms and we’ve set up 
a communal sitting room 
for the social aspect and 
to help patients feel less 
isolated. 

‘We are hoping to have 
everything set up in the 
next two to three months.’

Acharacle

A HEATING, plumbing 
and renewable energy 
firm, founded by a Fort 
Augustus-born man, 
has been shortlisted for 
the Scottish Small- and 
Medium-Sized Enter-
prise (SME) Business 
Awards 2017.

The McInnes Group, 
founded in 2011 by Lach-
lan McInnes, is one of five 
companies shortlisted by 
the public for Business of 
the Year (under 30 staff) 
in the north region.

Mr McInnes, 30, 
originally founded the 
com pany as McInnes 
Plumbing and Heating 
Ltd before responding 
to a gap in the market 
for renewable energy and 
adding McInnes Renewa-
bles Ltd in 2013.

He employs 11 staff and 
four apprentices and in 
the past 12 months the 
business has experienced 
huge growth and now has 
a turnover exceeding a 
seven-figure sum.

Mr McInnes said: ‘We 
would like to thank all 

Lachlan McInnes. 

CANCER Research UK 
is coming to Lochaber 
to spread awareness of 
the progress it is making 
towards beating cancer 
and how support through 
gifts in wills plays a major 
role in this.

An Inspire information 
event will take place in 
the Moorings Hotel, Fort 
William, on Tuesday 
March 21 from 1pm and 
will be the first in a series 
of events in remote parts 
of the country.

Organiser Katie Wil-
liam son, Cancer Re-
search’s regional legacy 
manager for Scotland, 
said: ‘I love these events 
as I get to meet supporters 
and thank them for their 
support and introduce 
them to our amazing 
science, bringing them 
up to speed with regional 

Cancer Research UK is 
holding an inspire event 

in the Moorings Hotel. 

Fort William

Fort Augustus

our customers and sup-
porters who nominated 
us for this award. It is 
great to make the short-
list for the Scottish SME 
Business Awards and it 
is even more special it is 
members of the public 
who have voted for us. 
We always strive to 
provide the best possible 
service for our customers 
and are delighted to be 
recognised for that.’

The winners will be 
announced in Glasgow 
on Monday March 13.

research, developments 
in technology and results 
from clinical trials. I really 
see the difference Cancer 
Research UK has made to 
people’s lives.’

Acharacle

KINLOCHLEVEN Primary School has gained national 
digital school status for excellence in digital technology 
in teaching and learning.

Recognised by Education Scotland, the Digital Schools 
Award is designed to promote, encourage and reward 
schools that make the best use of digital technology in 
the classroom.

Kinlochleven Primary School was recognised after 
demonstrating a whole school digital strategy and evi-
dence of how digital technology is being used to enhance 
learning.

Head teacher Heather Thomson said: ‘The programme 
offers an opportunity for primary schools to build on 
their digital capabilities. Promoting digital literacy in 
school is hugely important for developing our workforce 
of the future.

‘Taking part in Hour of Code Week last year high-
lighted to all our pupils, from nursery up to primary 
seven, how important coding and digital literacy skills 
are for future employment and participation in society.

‘I am so proud of every pupil and staff member in our 
school for their level of participation and enthusiasm, 
and see this award as a boost to keep on innovating and 
evolving in this area of learning.’

MORE than £400 was raised at a Fair Trade event in a 
Fort William school last Friday.

Organised by the Fair Trade committee, St Columba’s 
held the open event from 10am until midday which was 
attended by parents of the pupils and staff, students 
from campus Caol School, parishioners and the local 
parish priest.

Ann Marie Lopez said: ‘It was just a great success. 
There was entertainment from our pupils, one played 
the accordion, one played the clarsach and we had a 
singer too. The performances were excellent and it really 
kept the atmosphere going.

‘Father Roddy and Sister Diane were able to join us as 
well as some of the parishioners from St John’s, which 
was really nice. I think they enjoyed their morning.

‘The Fair Trade Committee is made up of 10 pupils 
from primary one all the way up. The children wrote 
letters asking for donations and organised the whole 
thing really.

‘People were very kind. With their home baking and 
the Co-op donated a lot of products and ingredients 
which helped us reach the total of $440. The money will 
be donated to Mary’s Meals, which is one of the chari-
ties. It is nice to think that they will benefit and that a 
lovely day was had helping a really worthwhile cause.’

DATES for a musical 
tour aimed at helping 
to raise funds as well 
as meeting up with 
old friends have been 
announced.

The concert tour 
by the S6 students 
of Sgoil Chiùil Na 
Gàidhealtachd takes 
place between March 
27 and 30 and will see 
them head south to the 
Scottish Borders.

The youngsters are 
also planning a visit 
to Glasgow and the 
National Piping 
Centre.

The concert at the 
centre is a fundraiser 
for the Friends of 
Plockton Music School, 
a charitable trust which 
provides financial 
support for the touring 
and recording activities 
of the centre. 

The bill that evening 
will be shared with 
former students of 
the centre, and topped 
off by the exciting 
quartet of Innes 
Watson, Mike Vass, 
Innes White and 
Michael Ferrie. 

For more information 
on the Friends of 
Plockton Music School, 
visit www.fpms.org.uk.

Kinlochleven

Fort William

Plockton

Masonic Lodges help fund 
Belford dementia facility

Cinema club issues urgent 
appeals for volunteers

Projects planned to help 
improve Nether Lochaber

LOCHABER Beekeepers’ Association 
secretary Sarah Kennedy told the Rotary 
Club of Lochaber about beekeeping and 
the history of the association at its business 
lunch meeting on Thursday February 23.

During her presentation to the club, 
described as ‘absorbing and educational’ 
by club member Ken Johnston, she 
informed the Rotarians there are 56 bee-
keepers in the Lochaber area to whom the 
association has expert advice and practical 
training. 

The beekeepers’ association was es-

tablished in around 1968 to promote the 
health of beekeeping and honey bees.

Sarah described the various types of bees 
and their essential role in pollination and 
their importance for the environment. 
She brought a display of hives and other 
equipment needed for the hobby and gave 
a demonstration of the safety suits worn. 
bee illnesses and their seasonal activities 
were also discussed.

Club president Paula Ross thanked 
Sarah for her ‘illuminating and wide-
ranging talk’.

Sarah Kennedy gave a talk on beekeeping to Rotary Club members.

Real buzz to Rotary lunch 

A SMALL group with am-
bitions for the big screen is 
looking for a little help.

Lochaber Cinema 
Group (LCG) was formed 
to attempt to bring back 
the former studio cinema 
site at Cameron Square.

LCG has made some 
headway in finding prem-
ises but until things can be 
finalised and money raised, 
the group has been organ-
ising screenings in various 

schools, and created mem-
bership and children’s clubs 
in various villages.

The club recently an-
nounced it has scheduled 
an additional club in 
Corpach after the existing 
clubs in Caol and Fort 
William proved popular.

As a result of this 
success, however, the 
group now needs two new 
board members to start 
as soon as possible and 

who are able to commit a 
minimum of four hours a 
month.

The group says it also 
need fundraisers, a 
treasurer with previous 
charity experience and 
a secretary with previous 
charity experience.

Marie MacPherson, 
who is chairperson of the 
group, has also set up a 
petition to raise awareness 
and drum up support.

The petition which out-
lines the group’s eventual 
business plan has already 
received more than 150 
signatures in support.

Marie said: ‘This is a 
huge community project 
and if LCG cannot find re-
placement board members 
then it cannot function 
and will cease to be.’

Find out more by visiting 
ht tps: // w w w.facebook.
com/LochaberCG/.

MOVES to improve and 
develop Nether Lochaber 
are taking shape as the 
newly-formed Nether 
Lochaber Community As-
sociation (NLCA) tackles 
its first projects.

Jennifer Grant from 
NCLA told The Oban 
Times: ‘Initial projects will 
be community initiatives, 
including painting bench-
es and 10 planter tubs, 
planting the tubs, filling 
and placing gabion baskets 

at an eroded pathway near 
Bishops Bay in partner-
ship with the community 
council, the annual beach 
clean/barbecue, also in 
partnership with the 
community council, and 
a launch for NLCA when 
Scottish Charitable In-
corporated Organisation 
(SCIO) status is awarded. 
There will be a regular 
programme of events on 
the first Sunday of each 
month.’

Neil Slinger, NLCA 
chairman, added: ‘Our 
board of trustees has 
stepped up to get things 
moving quickly. The SCIO 
application is well under 
way and membership 
forms to join NLCA will 
go out as soon as we have 
official status, which can 
take a month or two. In the 
meantime, we want to get 
the first NCLA activities 
up and running.’

Members, or anyone 

interested, is encouraged 
to go along to any of the 
community events. All 
the projects will enhance 
Nether Lochaber for 
visitors, residents and 
businesses.

Follow the progress of 
the association or find 
out more about events 
at www.facebook.com/
netherlochabercommu-
nityassociation or email 
netherlochaberca@btint-
ernet.com,

AROUND £1,000 was 
raised at a Burns supper 
recently for the Macmillan 
nurses.

Pat Adams organised the 
event to raise the money 
for the cancer nurses 
based in Fort William.

Local supermarkets 
donated the food for the 
supper, held in the Ariun-
dle Centre in Strontian.

Mrs Adams handed over 
the cheque to the nurses at 
the Belford last Thursday 
(March 2).

She said: ‘I’ve been 

affected by cancer and 
a lot of Strontian people 
have too. The Macmillan 
nurses have been good to 
them.’

She added that the 
Ariundle Centre staff also 
wanted the cash to go to 
the Macmillan nurses.

Senior Macmillan nurse 
Derek McBride, who 
accepted the cheque on 
behalf of the team, said: 
‘Any donation is gratefully 
received by the team. We 
try to use any money as 
locally as possible.’

Strontian community 
raises cancer cash



Thursday 9 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

www.facebook.com/obantimes

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000 
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Winter storms have caused 
some damage at No 8...

Oh no, and the cold was 
whistling through that 
draughty front door too 
last night. I can’t wait 
for our beautiful new 
Cairngorm door to be 
fitted!

Hi Lisa, that terrible 
wind last night has 
broken one of the 
glass panes in the 
greenhouse.

Lisa, that’s good 
thinking!

What is Mike...
...Mike?

Cairngorm!!
I’ll pop down 
and get 
them to cut 
a piece of 
glass for the 
greenhouse!

TIMESLINE
Ballot error leaves 
electors no papers

Leisure trust seeks 
board members
THREE independent board 
members are being sought 
for the new Argyll and Bute 
Library and Leisure Charitable 
Trust, following Argyll and 
Bute Council’s decision to 
transfer library, sport and 
leisure services to a new char-
itable company.

Councillor Robin Currie, 
policy lead for community 
and culture, said: ‘These are 
vital services. This is a won-
derful opportunity to help 
shape their future. We want 
to progress the business in a 
sustainable way, by providing 
high quality services the pub-
lic values and trusts. The trust 
needs board members who can 
deliver this.’

The positions are unpaid but 
expenses will be paid. Email 
LLTrust@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

REPLACEMENT postal packs 
have been issued for the Crofting 
Commission election due to a 
number of the original packs 
having an incomplete address.

A spokesman from Western 
Isles Council, which runs the 
election on behalf of the Crofting 
Commission, said: ‘If you are 
one of the electors who receives 
a replacement postal pack, 
which should have arrived last 
weekend, you must complete the 
ballot paper contained within 
as the previously issued ballot 
paper has now been cancelled.’

Electors who do not receive a 
replacement pack are una� ected.

All electors are reminded to 
return their completed ballot 
papers by 4pm on Thursday 
March 16.

Bowling centre demolition 
will cause traffi c turmoil
OBAN town centre is bracing  it-
self for traffic chaos as a result of 
the demolition of the Hollywood 
Bowl building.

The lack of a traffic man-
agement plan for hundreds of 
tourists who board buses on 
Shore Street will cause turmoil 
this Easter, Oban Community 
Council claimed last week.

A no-stopping order has been 
placed on Shore Street until 
April 16 while the former indoor 
bowling centre is demolished 

to make way a new 81-bedroom 
Premir Inn hotel.

At a recent meeting, Oban 
Community Council  was told 
‘someone will be injured, or 
worse, if the council doesn’t sort 
this problem out’. The council 
vowed to raise it urgently with 
Argyll and Bute Council.

Witnesses to a situation the 
previous weekend said at least 
two buses blocked the street and 
elderly and infirm passengers 
were ‘all over the road’ with cars 
coming off the ferries almost 
‘ploughing straight into them’.

An incident with a bus parked 

on the corner by the Claredon 
Hotel stopped the traffic as the 
driver had locked up his vehicle 
and left for 15 minutes.

And another driver had moved 
cones placed on the road to stop 
buses parking and ended up 
blocking traffic while he waited 
for passengers to walk round 
from the ferry terminal.

Community council vice-chair-
man Duncan Martin said: ‘Last 
Sunday, there was a row of 
tour buses along the side of the 
road. It meant there were elderly 
folk in the middle of the road and 
there was chaos.’

Another community councillor 
said: ‘There is no way that the 
people who use these tour buses 
will want to walk to Atlantis 
to pick up a bus. Another plan 
needs to be put into action, and 
quickly before someone is killed.’

PC Jeremy Moore, who was at 
the meeting, said: ‘There would 
have been a traffic management 
plan that has not worked. We will 
monitor the situation.’

And residents agree,  saying 
Argyll and Bute Council’s traffic 
management plan for the dem-
olition and the construction is 
inadequate.

The plan is in place until Easter 
Sunday, April 16, and prohibits 
waiting, loading or unloading at 
any time between the kerbline of 
Campbell Street for 70 metres.

Mike Foster, a resident of Cran-
naig a Mhinister in Oban, raised 
the matter with The Oban Times.

He said: ‘When the new hotel 
opens, Oban will be clogged 
with traffic as no parking spaces 
for staff have been planned and 
there are not enough spaces for 
the number of visitor rooms.

‘I appreciate I might be wrong, 
of course, but perhaps our 
council members will each put up 

£25,000 as a surety and if Shore 
Street is blocked, then this will be 
paid to Oban Community Fund.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘To facilitate 
the safe demolition of the build-
ing on Shore Street, a temporary 
traffic regulation order is in place 
until April 16, 2017.

‘In the interests of safety, coach 
drivers are being advised they 
can park in Lochavullin Road or 
Longsdale Road and continue to 
use the two drop-off and pick-up 
spaces which remain in Shore 
Street. We apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Children –
and grans 
– turn 
back time
Dunbeg Primary pupils 
pretending to be Second World 
War evacuees took the train from 
Oban to Taynuilt on Tuesday, 
where they were met by, left to 
right, Granny Mary, Nanny D and 
Granny Wilma from their ‘host 
families’. The costumed children 
sang songs, carried gas masks, ID 
cards and ‘Spam’ sandwiches as 
part of the study project, which 
culminates in a trip to the Oban 
War and Peace Museum. For the 
full story, turn to page four or 
visit www.obantimes.co.uk.

Oban set to 
welcome 
refugees
A WARM welcome is being 
extended by the Rockfield 
Centre to some visiting groups 
of refugees this weekend.

Donations of soup, sandwiches 
and salad are being asked for by 
the Rockfield Centre.

The day trips are being organ-
ised by Paul Gibson, originally 
from Oban and now working for 
Rabbie’s Tours, which is provid-
ing the buses and the Rockfield 
is hosting lunch.

Around 20 people will be com-
ing for lunch on Saturday and 35 
on Sunday. 

The Rockfield Centre is look-
ing for volunteers to help cater 
for the visitors.

Donations of soup, sandwiches 
or salad would be welcome as 
well as any help on both days.

For more details get in touch 
with Rhona on 07555 342707.
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul
ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Social media

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

There was a vigorous response to 
the question we posed on Facebook 
about whether or not Oban should 
encourage fast-food chains such as 
Greggs and McDonald’s to the town.
James Galbraith declaimed: ‘When 
you invite chains into the town you 
immediately send the pro� ts out of 
the area. It’s a great way to kill a town. 
If you think there’s a market for pizza 
delivery in the town, then open a pizza 
shop – don’t spa�  your money on a 
dominos franchise.’
Keith Miller posted: ‘I’m not massively 
impressed with the few ‘nationals’ from 
the food and drink sector we already 
have established in the town – Weth-
erspoons, Costa and Subway. Most 
of the local independents are head 
and shoulders above them in terms of 
quality.’
Derek Grier argued: ‘I personally think 
it’s a mute point whether a franchise 
opens up or not. The point of a fran-

chise is that it’s usually owned by a 
local, someone who’s identi� ed a need 
and created a business plan. Sourced 
capital and employed locals.’ 
Andy Elkerton o� ered: ‘I’d be interest-
ed to hear what shops people would 
like to see gone from Oban. I’ll start 
with “The Pound Shop”, and “ Craze”.’
Colin Cooper was in no doubt: ‘No. 
Oban doesn’t need to turn into a 
tired costal town that is faceless and 
begging from clone capitalism. Be 
brave and pioneer on what you have 
homegrown yourself Oban.’
Caz Craik wrote: ‘I would say no last 
thing we need is any more food places/
chains we need more stu�  to do for 
kids like ten pin bowling or ice skating 
or bigger better sports complex with 
more on o� er or outside pitch / park 
that kids can just go and use.’
Nikki Warham said: ‘I get the pros and 
cons but we don’t need any more food/
drink places. Everywhere you go there’s 

somewhere to eat. What Oban needs is a 
toy shop and kids clothes shop!’ 
Paul Baxter advised: ‘It’s none of my 
business, since I don’t live there, but 
if you can keep them out do it. They 
take money out of your community, 
they steal business from native owned 
shops, and they make your town just 
another town. None of that should be 
part of your long term plans.’
Caragh Scott said: ‘No. The best shops 
in Oban are the independents.’ If Oban 
looked like every other town why 
would anybody visit?’
Séamus Jim MacAoidh posted: ‘I can 
understand the folk who don’t want to 
commercialize the town, and the ones 
who say that the money will leave the 
town too. But I also see the need for 
those types of shops, restaurants, and 
services. Maybe if banks and � nancial 
institutions were more open to help 
locals with funding to buy franchises, 
then the funds may stay more local?’

When four-legged 
friends disappear
THE CONNECTION between man 
and dog has been recognised as a unique 
bond throughout human history.

At the weekend the strength of feeling 
for our furry four-legged friends was 
amplified by the probability of never 
seeing my pooch again.

Last Sunday at 1pm our wee mischie-
vous Jack Russell terrier, Beastie (full 
name Milo Beastie), ran off chasing the 
scent of – we think – a deer from near 
the summit of Achintore Hill, south of 
Fort William.

Like some of my two-legged friends, 
he is academically very intelligent but 
lacking severely in common sense. 
With no road sense, not much homing 
instinct and a terrier’s single-minded 
determination to chase his quarry 
indefinitely, there was a real possibility 
that after around 10 hours of searching, 
we would never see him again.

He could have been trapped in a 
fence, stuck down a rabbit hole, getting 
under the wheels of a lorry on the A82, 
or simply lost in the wilderness with no 

idea how to find home – none of which 
would end well.

At around 11.30pm, I had just arrived 
back at the trig point on Achintore Hill 
ready to camp out for the night hoping 
he would sniff his way back to his 
departure point. What joy when I got a 
phone call saying he had calmly walked 
into the bar of the Caledonian Hotel on 
Achintore Road.

I danced and sang on my own in the 
dark in a fit of relieved celebration for 
about five minutes. After the celeb-
ratory dance came huge gratitude to 
all who shared Beastie’s plight on Face-
book and especially to the staff at the 
Caley Hotel who, if less caring, would 
have simply ejected their imposter back 
out into the night and we might not 
have had a happy ending.

On returning down the hill I dug out 
the following verses, which I composed 
for Beastie some years ago.

Milo Beastie’s Poem
I didn’t want you Beastie, when you fi rst 
came to my life

But just agreed through many pleas, 
from a most persuasive wife.

But looking back I’m oh so 

glad you came with us to stay; 
And now you’ll be a friend to me, until 
you’re old and grey.

You are a law unto yourself, a 
character and case –

No stopping you the stuff you do and 
things you want to chase;

But as I write this rhyme for you, you’re 
snoozing on my bed

So peaceful when you’re warm then, 
with sleepy little head.

Why is it that we bond so well? I really 
do not know,

But when I touch your Beastie fur, I feel 
a happy glow.

And when I’m sad and lonely, as life 
can sometimes be,

What soothing cheer when you come 
near, and snuggle up to me!

The complex ways of man and the hurt 
they sometimes cause

Hold not a shred in Beastie’s head or 
furry little paws.

Such love for you, our wild wee Beast, I 
don’t quite comprehend

But through the years of joy and tears, 
you’ll always be my friend.

DH’FHÀG AN DÀRNA cogadh m’ 
athair a’ fulang chonbhoidhean a’ 
Chabhlaich Mharsanta thar a’ Chuain 
an Iar agus dhan Ruis. 

Bho àm gu àm dh’innseadh e mu 
àitichean air an do thadhail e agus 
am measg nan sgeulachdan sin bha 
iomradh air co-dhiù dà thuras far an 
do dh’fhuirich e an New York fad ùine 
air a shlighe gu ruige Galvaston agus 
bàtaichean ùra a bha gan togail an sin. 
Tancairean beaga a bh’ ann a dhà dhi-
ubh, an MS Spindletop agus an MV 
Salt Flat, a thàrr slàn à conbhoidhean 
ann an 1943 agus 1944.

‘S ann nuair a leugh mi mun staid 
thruagh sa bheil am bàta ainmeil 
Queen Mary aig Long Beach ann an 
California a chuimhnich mi m’ athair 
ag innse mu na tursan fada air trèana 
a dh’ionnsaigh Galvaston. Shiubhail e 
gu ruige New York air a’ Queen Mary 
agus bhiodh e a’ cuimhneachadh air 
mar a bhiodh i a’ stiùireadh cùrsa cua-
gach tron latha gus a dhèanamh nas 
dorra dha bàta-aigeil cuimseachadh 
oirre, ach nuair a thigeadh dorchadas 

bha i a’ dèanamh cùrsa dìreach air 
port aig astar mòran na bu luaithe na 
bha aithnichte a bhith na comas. 

Bha ceudan thunnaichean concrait 
na sròn eagal ‘s gum feumadh an sgio-
bair ionnsaigh a thoirt air nàmhaid. 
Tuath air Èirinn ann an 1942, ri linn 
mearachd maraireachd, thàinig am 
bàta-cogaidh HMS Curacoa a bha ga 
dìon air a’ chuid mu dheireadh dhe 
a slighe gu ruige Breatann ro fhaisg 
agus rinn an “Taibhse Liath” (Grey 
Ghost) mar a b’ aithne an Queen 
Mary aig àm a’ chogaidh dà leth dhen 
Churacoa. 

A rèir fianais chuid air bòrd 
Queen Mary, spreadh an Curacoa 
agus chaidh i à sealladh ann an sia 
mionaidean. Chan fhaodadh am 
bàta mòr stad agus ged a bha i air a 
milleadh chùm i air a slighe aig astar 
nas maille gu ruige port ann an Alba. 
Chailleadh 338 den 439 a bh’ air bòrd 
Curacoa agus chaidh cuirp mhòran 
dhiubh air tìr air cladaichean an iar 
na Gàidhealtachd, agus tha cuid air 
an tiodhlacadh ann am Breacais san 

Eilean Sgitheanach agus ann an Àra-
saig. Chaidh an tubaist uabhasach seo 
a chleith aig an àm agus ‘s ann nuair 
a chrìochnaich an cogadh a thàinig 
làn-fhios am follais.

Tha e coltach gun cosgadh e còrr 
math air dà cheud millean dha 
na h-Ameireaganaich an Queen 
Mary a chàradh agus ged a tha buill 
Pàrlamaid is eile an seo a’ moladh a 
gleidheadh agus fiù ’s a toirt air ais gu 
Cluaidh, saoilidh mi gum bheil leithid 
de chosgais doirbh fhìreanachadh aig 
àm far a bheil uimhir eile ga chall ri 
linn ghàinne ionmhais.

WHILE the Queen Mary is an icon 
of Scottish industrial prowess, the 
time to have saved her for this nation 
was surely before she was sold and 
butchered for floating entertainment 
at Long Beach! Let’s remember her 
great days in war and peace, and 
honour all who sailed in her.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Camp-
bell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Shore Street chaos 
for holidaymakers
Sir,
The start of the demolition of the 
old bowling alley on Shore Street is 
forcing elderly coach visitors to walk 
further into town.  

At the moment they have a relative 
risk-free walk though no longer any-
where to wait out of the rain.

When building work commences 
Shore Street will be blocked by deliv-
ery lorries with drivers not willing to 
wait to unload and lose their bonus 
payments. 

When the new hotel opens, Oban 
will be clogged with traffic as no park-
ing spaces for staff have been planned 
and there are not enough spaces for 
the number of visitor rooms.  

On top of this will be the usual prob-
lems of Audi and BMW drivers being 
allowed to double park and block 
Shore Street completely.

I appreciate I might be wrong, 
of course, but perhaps our council 
members will each put up £25,000 as 
a surety and if Shore Street is blocked, 
then this will be paid to Oban Com-
munity Fund?

Mike Foster
Sannox, 
Crannaig a Mhinister, 
Oban. 

Councillor calls for 
right of reply
Sir
I am reliably informed that, following 
a radio broadcast on Sunday February 
5, an anonymous complaint was re-
ceived by the radio station regarding 
information I shared, saying it was not 
accurate and therefore untrue.

I think it is only fair I have the 
opportunity to discuss this with the 
complainant but as it was anonymous 
I have no way of reaching them.

I received almost 30 phone calls 
that day and was not challenged on 
anything I said.

I will gladly meet the complainant 
anywhere or anytime that is conven-
ient to them and would ask them to 
contact me on any of the numbers 
below. Or, if he or she prefers, I hold 
a surgery on the first Friday of every 
month in the council offices at Albany 
Street and have done so since being 
elected in 2007.

I would be delighted to be given 
the chance to discuss with he or she 
anything they may wish or need to 
have clarified.

Councillor Roddy McCuish,
Argyll and Bute Council.

Prevarication is 
damaging to town
Sir,
Your anonymous correspondent 
Cailleach struck a familiar chord in 
her commentary on the ‘Oban Bay 
pontoon saga’ (The Oban Times. 
March 2).

Since moving to Oban in 2008, 
we’ve been struck by the slow pace 
of developments. There is merit in 
taking care over decisions, of course, 
but being dilatory can mean missed 
opportunities that cause future grief.

The loss of funds that might have 

provided a much-needed bypass is the 
most obvious example, and the rede-
velopment of the White Building site 
could be another. The pontoons could 
prove to be an exception, though we 
won’t count the chickens until we have 
proof of hatching.

Cailleach has provided a useful 
insight into the reasons for the inde-
cision that stalls so many projects in 
the town, pointing to bickering and 
infighting among those who deem 
themselves movers and shakers of the 
local community.

However, while she writes that the 
pontoon saga has a long history in 
recent times, I recall reading that 
McCaig and his family had a few local 
detractors and this suggests an even 
longer history of prevarication over 
local developments.

Professor Emeritus Ian Reid,
Firgrove Villa, 
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

We must � nd room 
for refugee children
Sir,
I write in support of Lord Dubs’ plea 
that we should take in – as in the 
kindertransport of the Second World 
War – as many lone refugee children 
as we have placements for, rather than 
the arbitrary cap of 350 proposed by 
the Westminster government.

With adoption, as with a natural 
child, every one should be a wanted 
child and not a mistake. Further, to 
have a child is a lifetime commitment 
which should be taken with the utmost 
seriousness.

I understand that there are many 
councils in Great Britain with un-
filled vacancies for children requiring 
care, therefore we, and all other 
governments in the world, should 
take on as  many as we can possibly 
accommodate and support – for life.

Alone, we cannot look after every 
orphan. We can, however, do our bit 
as far as we are able.

Margaret MacKay, 
2 Achinreir, Barcaldine.

Young people lead 
way for tolerance
Sir,
With hate crime and intolerance 
on the rise, I would like to tell your 
readers how, in our experience, young 
people are leading the way when it 
comes to tolerance and diversity.

We recently conducted a study of 
our student volunteers and found ev-
idence of some amazing development, 
both personally and professionally. 

Some 95 per cent of students we 
asked said that their volunteering 
experience made them more tolerant 
towards others, with 96 per cent say-
ing it made them become more aware 
of diversity issues.  

And that’s not all – it’s clear that vol-
unteering very often inspires greater 
participation in wider society, with 79 
per cent of our student volunteers said 
volunteering inspired them to play a 
more active part in their communities.

What’s more, previous research re-
vealed that over half of our volunteers 
believed their volunteering experi-
ence had improved their prospects of 
getting paid work.

I work for Revitalise – an incredible 
charity that provides respite holidays 
for disabled people and their carers at 
our three accessible holiday centres 
across the UK.

We are proud to operate the largest 
residential volunteering programme 
of any UK charity. In the last year 
alone, our residential volunteers do-
nated in excess of 3,000 weeks of their 
time, the vast majority of whom were 
aged 16-25.

We have plenty of inspirational 
volunteering opportunities waiting 
for you – to find out more about our 
charity or to become a part of our 
family of vibrant volunteers, visit 
www.revitalise.org.uk or call 0303 303 
0145. 

Stephanie Stone,
Revitalise.

The Oban Times ... 
in New Zealand

The Oban Times occasionally finds it-
self reaching surprisingly far. Regular 
reader Flora Swietlicki emailed this 
photograph, taken by Corinna Lines, 
with a note saying: ‘I just thought I’d 
send in this picture of myself taken in 
Oban Street, Wellington, New Zea-
land, recently, reading my favourite 
paper!’

Hypocrisy over low 
emission zones
Sir,
Environment Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham has urged councils to 
introduce new low emission zones, 
banning vehicles and high emission 
cars from city centres or being 
charged a toll to enter.

The SNP has said it will press ahead 
with this if it wins the local elections in 
May. Even more reason to turn out and 
vote for any party other than the SNP.

The SNP-dominated Scottish Gov-
ernment, aided and abetted by the 
Greens, also wants to impose a work-
place parking levy where companies 
with a private car park will have to pay 
a tax approaching £400 a space.

This is blatant hypocrisy since the 
SNP spent £1.15 million in 2015/2016 
on the luxury government car service 
to ferry politicians around. No buses, 
trains, walking or cycling for them 
while they tell the public to get out of 
their cars and use public transport.

Use your vote in May.
Clark Cross,
138 Springfi eld Road, Linlithgow.

Days gone by – the 1980s
This splendid photograph resurfaced from The Oban Times archive this week and depicts four dancers who had 

performed the hornpipe at the Lorn Show. The girls are Jada Simpson from Furness, Aileen McCartney from Oban, 
Nicola Russell, also from Oban, and Stephanie Kerr from Inveraray.

It is now 20 years since World Book Day was launched 
across the globe by UNESCO – the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

–  to highlight the importance in all of our lives of the 
written word.

With more than 100 countries taking part, the event 
has gained genuine traction internationally, so it was 
hugely gratifying to see it also celebrated so enthusiasti-
cally across the Lochaber area.

A number of local schools embraced the ethos of 
World Book Day, with children dressing up as some of 
their favourite characters from literature, and prizes 

being handed out for the most inventive costumes. There 
were also book fairs, presentations by children’s authors 
and the very welcome involvement from the business 
community with the likes of WHSmith donating book 
tokens.

Not only is being able to read a vital skill, fostering a 
love of literature in young minds provides a lifetime of 
enjoyment and diversion.

The UNESCO initiative aims to encourage more 
children to read and the efforts of those in Lochaber’s 
schools, businesses and elsewhere are to be highly 
commended.
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POLICE FILES 
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Theft of wood
BETWEEN Friday and Monday, 
February 24 and 27, a quantity 
of treated wood was stolen from 
a building site at Glenshellach 
Business Park, Oban. 

Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact them.

Man made threats
ABOUT 11.45pm on Friday 
March 3, police received a 
report of a man from Connel 
receiving threats via phone 
and social media. A man aged 
19 was traced to a house at 
Creag Bhan village, Oban, and 
arrested and charged with 
threats. A report was submit-
ted to the procurator � scal.

Dangerous driving
ABOUT 6pm on Friday March 3, on 
the A816 near Kilmelford, a Volvo 
estate motor car was reportedly 
being driven at excessive speed 
and in a dangerous manner, 
causing another motorist to 
have to brake sharply to avoid a 
collision. Police are investigating 
the incident and are appealing 
for any witnesses or anyone 
with information to contact 
them.
 

Theft of baking     
BETWEEN 2am and 6am on 
Monday March 6, some rolls 
and cakes were stolen from a 
delivery left outside Dunollie 
Stores, Corran Brae, Oban. 
Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
information to contact them.

Car damaged
ABOUT 10.30pm on Saturday 
March 4, a car being driving 
from Connel Bridge into North 
Connel was struck by a piece of 
wood which had been thrown by 
someone hiding in the bushes. 
Police are investigating the inci-
dent and are appealing for any 
witnesses or anyone with any 
information to contact them.
 

Abusive behaviour
ABOUT 4am on Sunday March 
5, police received a report of a 
disturbance at a house in Rhu-
vaal Road, Oban. A man aged 
29 was arrested and charged 
with abusive behaviour and 
vandalism. He was held for 
court and a report was submit-
ted to the procurator � scal.

Speeding motorist
ABOUT 9.50am on Sunday March 
5, on the A82, near Bridge of Or-
chy, a motorist was stopped for 
allegedly exceeding the speed 
limit. The driver, a man, 20, was 
charged and a report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

Warned over drugs
ABOUT 2.50pm on Wednesday 
March 1, on Soroba Road, 
Oban, a man aged 35 was 
searched by police.  The man 
was allegedly found to be in 
possession of a small quantity 
of cannabis and was issued 
with a warning.

IF ANYONE has information 
in relation to any of these 
incidents, contact police on 101, 
or anonymously to Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111.

Man caught on CCTV 
passing cocaine to pal
A KILNINVER man has been 
fined £500 for passing cocaine 
to a friend.

Craig Handley, 22, of 
Bragleenbeg, pleaded not guilty 
to supplying cocaine at a li-
censed premises in Oban on July 
10, 2016, but was found guilty 
following a trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Wednesday March 1.

Questioning a witness about 
cocaine found on her person, 
procurator fiscal Eoin McGinty 
asked: ‘Who gave you the co-
caine?’ 

‘Craig,’ the witness replied.
Mr McGinty produced CCTV 

footage, described by a police 
officer as showing ‘the witness 
and the accused conversing at 
the bar. He reaches into his rear 
trouser pocket and recovers 
an item which he passes to the 
witness. She left the bar area.’

Defence agent Edward Thorn-
ton said: ‘I suggest to you he did 
not give it to you. You blamed 
Craig Handley to shift responsi-
bility onto someone else.’

‘I did not,’ she replied.
Mr Thornton asked Handley, a 

merchant seaman: ‘Did you give 
her coke?’

‘No,’ he replied. Referring to 
the CCTV footage, Handley 
said he reached into his pocket 
for ‘a wallet, to give her money’.

Mr Thornton asked: ‘You stat-
ed to police you had consumed 
cocaine that evening but denied 
supplying it to any third party. Is 
that the truth?’

‘Yes,’ he responded.
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 

said: ‘I am satisfied that you 
did supply [the witness] with 
cocaine. 

‘I found her a credible and 
reliable witness. I simply did not 
believe you.

‘This is clearly passing a bit of 
cocaine to a pal. It is illegal but 
it goes no further than that. Let 
this experience be a lesson to 
you.’

Sheriff Anderson fined Hand-
ley £500, payable at £100 per 
month.

Oban Hospice to open new  
centre in Stevenson Street
OBAN Hospice will be open-
ing a new drop-in centre this 
summer to support people with 
cancer and other life-limiting 
illnesses.

The charity has signed the 
lease on a property in Steven-
son Street, Oban, which will be 
called The Dove Centre.

It is scheduled to open in June 
or July of this year and will offer 
therapy, group sessions, and 
one-to-one support for those 
affected by palliative illnesses, 
including families and carers.

The charity is also hosting two 
consultations in the community 
in order to get the most out of 
the centre. 

They will take place on 
Wednesday April 5 and Tuesday 
April 11 between 2pm and 8pm 
at The Dove Centre.

Chairman of the Oban Hos-
pice board David Entwistle 
said: ‘We are looking forward 
to the centre opening and 
supporting local people. Every 
penny that is raised is spent on 

local people.’
The new premises have to be 

refurbished and Oban Hos-
pice is grateful to Oban Electri-

cal Services for its support and 
welcomes the help of other local 
tradesmen.

Councillor for Oban South 

and the Isles, and hospice board 
member, Roddy McCuish, said: 
‘As area committee chairman 
and board member, I am de-

lighted to support this project.
‘I think it is a major step 

forward having a presence right 
here in the centre of town.’

Oban Hospice has been raising 
money to support terminally-ill 
patients since 1997. It has funded 
the refurbishment of two rooms 
in Lorn and Islands Hospital, as 
well as a room for relatives.

It also runs a day care service, 
which operates in Lynnside 
Day Centre, Soroba Road, 
every Monday, excluding public 
holidays.

The charity is looking to 
appoint a centre co-ordinator 
for its new premises to support 
those who attend and to manage 
activities.

Applications are invited 
for the post and the closing 
date is March 24. The centre 
co-ordinator will work closely 
with the Oban Hospice com-
munity services co-ordinator, 
who assists those coping with 
life-threatening illness at home.

To get in touch, email enquir-
ies@obanhospice.org.uk or 
visit www.obanhospice.org.uk.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Board members Andreas Wol� , Anne May and Councillor Roddy McCuish at the new premises.

THE public have one more 
chance to scrutinise changes to 
UK parliamentary boundaries, 
which will see Argyll, Bute and 
Lochaber joined into a single 
constituency.

The Boundary Commission 
for Scotland’s review aims to 
reduce the number of MPs in 
Scotland from 59 to 53, as part 
of an overall reduction across 
the UK from 650 to 600.

According to the changes, 

Argyll and Bute, Highland and 
Moray council areas will con-
tain four constituencies instead 
of five.

MP Brendan O’Hara’s Argyll 
and Bute constituency bound-
ary will spread north past Fort 
William and Mallaig to form a 
larger Argyll, Bute and Loch-
aber constituency.

MP Ian Blackford’s Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber constituency will 
expand further east across the 

Great Glen to Inverness, forming 
the new constituency of Inverness 
and Skye. Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
will not be subject to change.

Comments received during 
the commission’s consultation 
on its initial proposals, as well 
the full transcripts from its five 
public hearings in November 
and December, have been pub-
lished for public scrutiny and 
further comment until March 
27, at www.bcs2018.org.uk.

IN The Oban Times of March 2, in an article headlined ‘Addition-
al homes are approved’ there was a reference to an application 
submitted by Argyll Community Housing Association for 13 
detached houses granted in 2014 in Barran, Kilmore, which was 
amended to turn three into six semi-detached homes. ACHA has 
never submitted an application for 13 detached homes.

Last chance to scrutinise boundariesElection nominations
ELECTION nomination papers 
are now available for anyone 
willing to stand for Ar-
gyll and Bute Council.

A 28-page candidate 
guide for potential 
councillors points to 
the ‘rewarding’ nature 
of being a councillor.

The introduction, 
by the council’s chief executive, 
says: ‘People from all walks of 
life are encouraged to stand for 

election so that the wide range 
of communities across Argyll 

and Bute are fully 
reflected and repre-
sented.’

Nomination packs 
are available from 
the Argyll and Bute 
Council website.

The period for lodg-
ing nominations runs from 9am 
on Tuesday March 14 until 4pm 
on Wednesday March 29.

Oban Times readers are 
invited to send in their 
photographs of mystery 
locations around Argyll for 
our new weekly competition 
to guess ‘Where is this?’
Here is an easy one to get 
you started: where is this? 
Clue: this feathered maraud-
er preys on � sh suppers.
The answer, and winner, 
will be published in next 
week’s paper and on our 
website, and any � endish 
photographs can be emailed 
to editor@obantimes.co.uk

How well do you know Oban? Where would you � nd this?

SALE
SALE SALE

SALESALESALESALE

SALE
SALE

SALE • Scottish Calendars 2017 • SALE

SALE
SALESALESALE

SALESALE
£4.95
including P&P

FROM

SALESALE
£3.95
including P&P

FROM

SALE
SALE
SALESALE

SALE

SALESALESALESALE£3.95
including P&P

FROM

SALESALESALE
£3.95
including P&P

FROM

SALE£3.95
including P&P

FROM

SALE
SALE
SALENEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk



FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS, 
CHILDRENS MENU, KEBABS

(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE)
Telephone 30 minutes in advance

Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN

01397 701078

Opening Hours     

Mon - Fri : 5pm – 10.30pm
Sat          : 4pm – 10.30pm
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Right, who’s up
for a laugh?

MARCH 24 2017

Inverlochy Primary School P1, 2, 4 and 5 get ready for Red Nose Day.

For more information, visit www.rednoseday.com

Slipway Autos Ltd
New and Used Car Sales

Specialist in VW / SEAT & Skoda

Slipway Autos Ltd, Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB
Tel/fax - 01397 772404

Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)
All garage services - MOT Testing (classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing & Repairs and body work repairs

£200 off 
( on presentation of this advert )
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Model Kelly Brook, ex-cricketer Freddie Flinto�  and dancer 
extraordinaire Louie Spence have been battling it out in the 
ultimate dance o�  for Comic Relief. As part of Fitbit’s Step Up, Get 
Down campaign, running from now until Red Nose Day on Friday 
March 24, the dancing trio have been shoulder pumping and 
pom-pom shaking in an attempt to inspire the public to dance to 
donate. 

Backed by their respective dance troupes, Freddie and Kelly 
donned their red noses and busted out their best moves as they 
kicked o�  Fitbit’s mission to raise £150,000 for Comic Relief. Kelly 
got her sass on and Freddie riled up his opponent with a cheeky 
wink, but in the end it was Kelly who had a secret weapon up her 
sleeve in the form of dance sensation Louie Spence, who made a 
special cameo.

The Step Up, Get Down dance challenge sees Fitbit calling for 
the UK public to submit their own dance videos to Facebook, 
Instagram or Twitter, incorporating the brand’s signature move, 
the ‘Fitbit Flick’ (dusting your shoulder with your hand), with the 
hashtag #StepUpGetDown. For every dance video uploaded, 
Fitbit will donate £15 to Red Nose Day. 

Kelly Brook said: ‘Getting involved in Fitbit’s Step Up, Get Down 
campaign was so much fun. Dance is such a big part of my life, 
so it was a fantastic way to help raise money this Red Nose Day. 
It’s easy to take part, and you can even get your friends to star 
in your video with you or throw down the dance challenge 
to your family.’ Freddie Flinto�  said: ‘I’m not known for 
my killer dance moves, but that’s why the Step Up, Get 
Down campaign is so much fun, as you don’t need to 
be the best dancer to take part. So step up and get 
involved – it’s the easiest way to help Fitbit donate 
£150,000 to Comic Relief this Red Nose Day.’

Louie said: ‘It’s so easy to Step Up, Get Down. You 
can do your dance anywhere – in a taxi or a lift, in the 
club or at even while you’re doing the ironing. Every 
dance is £15 for Red Nose Day so get involved!’  

Lucy Sheehan, marketing director for Fitbit UK, said: 
‘Our Step Up, Get Down campaign is all about doing 

good and feeling good. Dance is a brilliant way to get � t (and add 
a few extra steps to your day), and by submitting a dance video 
any time between now and Red Nose Day, it’s a really simple way 
to get involved and help raise money. Whether you dab, dad 
dance or nae nae, we want to see your moves.’

This campaign is part of a wider Fitbit mission for 2017 to help 
people � nd their � t. Across the year, Fitbit will set the nation 
various challenges to inspire and encourage a 
more active lifestyle. 

About Fitbit, Inc. 
Fitbit helps 

people lead 
healthier, more 
active lives by 
e m p o w e r i n g 
them with 
d a t a , 

inspiration and guidance to reach their goals. As the leader in the 
connected health and � tness category, Fitbit designs products 
and experiences that track everyday health and � tness. Fitbit’s 
diverse line of award-winning products includes Fitbit Surge®, 
Fitbit Blaze™, Fitbit Charge 2™, Fitbit Charge HR™, Alta™, Fitbit 
Charge™, Fitbit Flex 2™, Fitbit Flex®, Fitbit One® and Fitbit Zip® 
a c t i v i t y trackers, as well as the Aria® Wi-Fi 
Smart Scale. Fitbit products are carried in 

54,000 retail stores and in 64 
countries around the globe. 

Fitbit Group Health uses the 
power of the Fitbit activity 

trackers, software, and 
services to deliver 

innovative solutions 
for corporate 

wellness, weight 
management, 

i n s u r a n c e 
and clinical 
research.

Fitbit and 
the Fitbit 
logo are 
trademarks 
o r 
registered 
trademarks 
of Fitbit, 
Inc. in 
the US 

and other 
c o u n t r i e s . 

Additional Fitbit 
trademarks can 
be found at www.
fitbit.com/legal/

trademark-list. Third-party trademarks are the property of their 
respective owners. Connect with us on Facebook, Instagram or 
Twitter and share your Fitbit experience.

About Red Nose Day 2017.
• Red Nose Day is back on Friday March 24 and it’s all 

about your power to make the world a better place, simply by 
having a great time.

• By raising (or donating) cash this Red Nose Day, you’re 
helping to change lives. That’s because Comic Relief spends the 
money raised to help the people who really need it most, both 
here in the UK and across Africa. 

• From workplace bake sales and fancy-dress 
fundraising in schools, to danceathons, quizzes and surreal 
sponsored challenges, put on a red nose and make your laugh 
matter by doing whatever you enjoy to raise life-changing cash. 

• It all culminates in a massive night of comedy and 
entertainment, live on the BBC.

About Comic Relief.
Comic Relief is a UK charity which aims to create a just world, 

free from poverty - where everyone is safe, healthy, educated and 
empowered. Since 1985, Comic Relief has raised over £1 billion. 
That money has helped, and is helping, people living incredibly 
tough lives, both at home in the UK and across the world.

For information about Comic Relief and the work it carries out, 
please visit www.comicrelief.com .    

Comic Relief, registered charity 326568 (England/Wales); 
SC039730 (Scotland).

 For the latest news, statements and exclusive content direct 
from the Comic Relief Press O�  ce follow @ComicReliefNews. 
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power of the Fitbit activity 

trackers, software, and 
services to deliver 

innovative solutions 
for corporate 

wellness, weight 
management, 

i n s u r a n c e 
and clinical 
research.

the US 
and other 

c o u n t r i e s . 
Additional Fitbit 

trademarks can 
be found at www.
fitbit.com/legal/

Kelly Brook and Freddie Flintoff Step Up & Get Down for Red Nose Day

Red Nose Day is back on Friday March 24, and it’s all about making the 
world a better place – simply by having a great time. From workplace bake 
sales and fancy-dress fundraising in schools, to dance-a-thons, quizzes and 
surreal sponsored challenges, the public is invited to put on a red nose and 
make everyone laugh by doing whatever you enjoy to raise life-changing 
cash. 
Sponsored by Comic Relief, Red Nose Day launched in 1988, and since then 
the comedian-led charity has raised more than £1 billion via its biennial 
charity drive that has helped people living incredible tough lives, both here 

at home in the UK and across the world. Comic Relief is a charity that aims 
to create a just world, free from poverty – where everyone is safe, healthy, 
educated and empowered. 
As in previous years, the 2017 Red Nose Day will be supported by many of 
Britain’s best known comedians and comedy actors. 
This year’s plans include a night of TV comedy, live gigs, online sketches 
and a convoy through Africa. 
Local school children are also getting in the act....

Stars team up to launch the Fitbit dance challenge for Comic Relief, to raise £150K. For every dance video uploaded, Fitbit will donate £15 to Red Nose Day
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Alleycats are 
crowned champsLundavra win primary schools 

cross-country running competion
SIXTEEN schools entered 
this year’s Lochaber primary 
schools cross-country running 
championships, coming from as 
far afield as Inverie, Lochaline 
and Kilchoan.

The event is organised by 
Lochaber’s PE and Active 
Schools staff and is sponsored 
by Samuel and Partners.

The course winds its way 
through Leanachan Forest, 
starting from Nevis Range car 
park, passing the ‘Hole in the 
Wall’, along MacKenzie’s Road, 
and finishing by the high wire 
course.

Lochaber High School pupils 
acted as marshals on the course, 
cheering and encouraging the 
participants.

In the girls’ race, Bregha Mill-
er from Arisaig took first place 
in a time of 11 minutes, 19 sec-
onds, 16 seconds ahead of her 
nearest rival, Mya Carmichael 
from Strontian. Hannah Lough-
ray from Spean Bridge once 
again finished in third place, 
the same position she achieved 
in last year’s race, in a time of 
11:53.  Gracie Knox from Lun-
davra and Maria MacLachlan 
from Kilhoan finsished fourth 
and fifth respectively.

The girls’ team event was 
taken by Banavie Primary, who 
beat Lundavra into second 
place. Third was Strontian, 
while Kilhoan finished fourth, 
giving the larger schools a run 

for their money -  a stunning 
result from a small school with 
only seven girls in P5-7 from 
which to choose their team of 
three.

In the boys’ race, the fastest 
runner and winner of the Ro-
tary Cup was Martin Addison 
from Lundavra Primary School, 
who completed the 1.5-mile 
course in 10 minutes 11 sec-
onds. He was followed by Ryan 
Wilson and Kyle Nolan, both 
from Caol Primary, who com-
pleted the course in 10:16 and 
10:21 respectively. Fourth was 
Josh Seymore from Invergarry, 
and  Liam Campbell from Caol 
took fifth place. With all three 
runners in the top five, Caol 
were convincing winners of the 
boys’ team event.

The overall schools team event 
is based on the results of each 
school’s two fastest girls and 
boys. After adding up all the 
scores, it was Lundavra Primary 
School who proudly lifted the 
Samuel and Partners’ shield. In 
second place was Caol Primary, 
with Banavie taking third place.

The organisers would like to 
take the opportunity to thank all 
of those involved in helping with 
the event: the marshals who did 
a great job of encouraging the 
children round the course, the 
schools for travelling from all 
over Lochaber to get involved 
and, of course, to all of the 
children who took part.

Lundavra Primary were the overall winners of the schools team event. Pictures: Abrightside Photography.

Girls’ teams winners: Lundavra (second), Banavie (� rst)  and 
Strontian (third). 

Boys’ teams winners: Inverlochy (third), Lundavra (second) and 
Caol (� rst). 

LOCHABER hosted Ellon on 
Saturday in their first home 
game since the league split.

Lochaber started well and 
were making there way into 
the Ellon half but in their first 
foray into the Ellon 22, centre 
Jamie Collins, who was playing 
his first competitive game for 
Lochaber, suffered a very bad 
injury to his ankle and the game 
was stopped while the teams 
waited for am ambulance.

Once the game restarted it was 
not long until Lochaber opened 
the scoring. Captain William 
Stewart took a quick tap penalty. 
He was tackled 10 metres out but 
Lochaber were able to get quick 
ball and shipped it through the 
backs to winger John Jones, who 
scored out wide on the right.

Ellon responded with two 
quick tries of their own. 

Lochaber then scored their 
second try of the game with 
Christopher Simpson crossing 
the line after Lochaber created 
an overlap down the left side. 
Callum Boyd converted the try 
to bring the score to 12-14.

In the second half, Ellon start-
ed to control the game more 
and took a couple of penalties 
early on to stretch the score to 
12-20.

Lochaber were unable to get 
back into the game and Ellon 
kept the pressure on through-
out the second half, scoring six 
more tries and converting three.

The final score was Lochaber 
12, Ellon 56.

Lochaber’s next game is 
away to Shetland on March 25. 
Everyone at the club would like 
to offer Jamie their best wishes 
with his operation and recovery.

Lochaber outgunned 
in second-half rout

Club holds fi nal race event

AFTER the final week of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 10 
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William Alleycats 
are champions of the scratch 
division with 65 points followed 
by Don’t Give A Split with 50. 
British Legion Fort William 
are third on 46 followed by The 
Shambowls on 33, Rotavators on 
29 and Mis Fits 10. The handicap 
division was closer with Don’t 
Give A Split champions on 51 
points, Alleycats second on 46. 
British Legion Fort William are 
third on 42 points followed by The 
Shambowls on 34, Rotavators on 
33 and Mis Fits on 22.

The best individual scratch 
game and two-game scratch se-
ries both came from Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) with 225/386. The 
top handicap game came from 
Tony Weldon (British Legion 
Fort William) with 259 and the 
top two-game handicap series 
came from Gillie Mullen (The 
Shambowls) with 472.

The best scratch team game 
of the season was by Alley cats 
with 662, who also took the 
top two-game scratch series of 
1,288. The Shambowls had the 
season’s top handicap game 
of 909 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1,714.

In the final week, the best games 
were by Nicolas Brooke (Sham-
bowls) 182, Tony Whitelocke 
(Alleycats) 176, Pam Weller (Alley-
cats) 172 and Alan Struthers (Don’t 
Give A Split) 170. Nicolas Brooke 
took all the week’s other honours 
with the top handicap game of 237, 
top two-game scratch series of 326 
and the top two-game handicap 
series of 436. Alleycats swept the 
board with the top scratch game 
of 634, handicap game of 802, two 
game scratch series of 1248 and 
two game handicap series of 1,596.

JANICE MacPhee won the 
£1,300 jackpot in the Kilmallie 
lotto draw on March 5. The win-
ning numbers were 4, 9 and 14.

The winning numbers in the 
Ballachulish shinty lotto were 3, 
15 and 20. There were no win-
ners and so the jackpot goes up 
to £1,000 for this week’s draw.

There were no winners of the 
Caol Community Centre Bingo 
Lotto on Sunday March 5 so the 
jackpot goes up to £1,000 for the 
draw on March 12.

The winning numbers in the 
Fort William Golf Club lotto 
draw on Thursday March 2 were 
4, 7 and 14. Peter Jackson was 
the lucky winner of the £100 
jackpot. There is another £100 
prize up for grabs in their next 
draw on Thursday March 9.

The winning numbers in the 
Caol regeneration lotto draw on 
Thursday March 2 were 6, 14, 
20. There were no winners so 
the jackpot increases to £500 for 
this weeks draw on March 9.

RESULTS from week 16 of the 
indoor league: Doghouse This-
tle 6, HW Energy 1; The Young 
Team 3, The Goon Squad 0; 
Ballatarsaray 6, Nevis Range 
3; Fiorentina Turner 14, Inver-
lochy 1; Portowcy 3, Mallaig 0.

Both teams observed a minute’s silence prior to Saturday’s � xture at the astroturf in Kinlochleven in memory of the late 
David MacDonald. South Lochaber also wore black arm bands as a mark of respect. The game was hard-fought and goals from 
Kieran Lopez, Keir Kennedy, Sean Noble and Andrew Maclean, along with an own goal, gave the Jags the three points. Man of 

the match went to Martin Munro. Picture: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

South Lochaber pay tribute ahead of win

LOCHABER Athletics Club 
(LAC) had their last counting 
race of the 2016-2017 winter 
league.

The Glen 10k race took place 
on Sunday (March 5) starting 
from Claggan Park with 31 
runners taking part.

The fastest male, and overall 
race winner, was Denis Priku-
lis, who is not a member of any 
running club. He completed the 

run in 35 minutes, 55 seconds.
Second was John Yells (LAC) 

in 36 minutes, 21 seconds, 
with Pawel Cymbalista (LAC) 
coming in third at 37 minutes, 
45 seconds, and Tim Brand 
(LAC male vet 50) finishing in 
fourth place with 38 minutes, 23 
seconds.

The fastest female, in eighth 
position overall, was Lisette 
Walter, also unattached to any 

athletics club, with a time of 41 
minutes, 14 seconds.

LAC wish to thank the race 
organisers, officials and mar-
shals for their help throughout 
the year.

The prize-giving will take 
place on March 19 at Nevis 
Range, where there will be a 
short race followed by the win-
ter league presentation at the 
Pine Marten Cafe.

Fort William 
edged out 
FORT held a minute’s silence in 
memory of David MacDonald 
before kick-off against Lossie-
mouth.

By half-time the score was 0-3 
but Richard Tawse managed to 
get one goal back from a corner 
for the home side in the second 
half. Lossiemouth scored a 
fourth and final goal in the final 
few minutes to make it 4-1.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 9, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.35 3.3 10.04 1.2 16.19 3.4 21.56 1.1
Fri 04.20 3.5 10.53 1.0 16.56 3.6 22.45 0.8
Sat 04.57 3.8 11.34 0.8 17.29 3.8 23.29 0.7
Sun 05.32 4.0 12.10 0.7 18.00 3.9  **.** *.*
Mon 00.08 0.5 06.05 4.1 12.46 0.7 18.30 4.0
Tues 00.46 0.5 06.38 4.1 13.19 0.8 19.00 4.0
Wed 01.21 0.6 07.09 4.0 13.51 0.9 19.29 3.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8

7

6

Thursday Sunny intevals
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 2°C to 4ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds light north westerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 10ºC.


