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Cheers as Murdo enjoys fi rst ‘legal’ pint

It has taken 72 years, but leap year baby Murdo MacLean from Oban fi nally celebrated his 18th birthday in Aulay’s Bar on Monday 
(February 29). Buying his fi rst ‘legal’ pint, he said it was good, at last, to be drinking without breaking the law. Photograph: Kevin 

McGlynn.

800 jobs 
boost if 
Cruachan
plan given 
go ahead
EIGHT hundred jobs and a 
10-year programme of works 
will see a boom in Oban and 
Lorn if Scottish Power secures 
planning permission to build a 
new hydro scheme at Cruachan.

The news has been welcomed 
by Councillor Mary-Jean Dev-
on and Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell, who believe 
the opportunity for Cruachan 
could secure prosperity for the 
area for decades to come.

ScottishPower, the operator 
of the 440 megawatt (MW) 
Cruachan pumped storage 
hydro electric plant near Oban, 
has confirmed it is possible to 
expand the station after a two-
year feasibility study. 

The findings show it would 
be possible to develop between 
400-600 MW additional capac-
ity, with investment of between 
£300 million to £400 million.

A new cavern would need to 
be excavated within Ben Cru-
achan  and new dams could be 
built to increase the capacity of 
the upper reservoir. 

ScottishPower says it is now 
considering all the options.  

Any project to expand Cru-
achan would include: an eight-
to 10-year build programme, 
two to three years to secure 

Section 36 planning consent, 
and six to seven years for con-
struction and commissioning. 
Around 800 workers would be 
needed for the main construc-
tion works.

Cruachan can produce 
electricity for the grid in two 
minutes – or 30 seconds if its 
turbines are already primed. 
At full operation, Cruachan 
can meet the power demands of 
more than 200,000 homes.

However, unlike other power 
stations, Cruachan can also 
act as a ‘battery’. When the 
turbines are reversed they use 
excess electricity from the 
national grid to pump water 
back into the upper reservoir, 
ultimately storing this energy.

Given the increasing impor-
tance of renewable energy in 
Scotland, and the need for 
energy storage, ScottishPower 
believes Cruachan is well 
placed to help support the grid.

Hugh Finlay, generation 
director at ScottishPower, said: 
‘A new generation of pumped 
storage hydro would be a major 
asset for electricity systems 
worldwide as more renewable 
electricity continues to come on 
line. 

‘As well as being able to 
further support peak demand, 
expanded pumped storage 
would also be able to effectively 
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store greater levels of electricity 
at times when renewable energy 
output is high but demand is 
low.

‘Pumped storage hydro is the 
most cost effective and well-de-
veloped large-scale electricity 
storage technology in existence.’

Councillor Devon said the 
plans for Cruachan were an 
opportunity not to be missed: 
‘Cruachan in many respects 
opened up the west coast in the 
1960s and there is an opportu-
nity for even more employment 
and the opportunities in the lo-
cal area that will provide. I hope 
the Scottish government and 
council pull out all the stops to 
promote and support this plan. 
The impact of the project will 
see many people benefit.’

Mr Russell welcomed the 
news. He said: ‘Cruachan is one 

of the wonders of Argyll and the 
prospect of it being even bigger 
and making an even greater con-
tribution to the electricity needs 
of the national grid is exciting 
and would produce many new 
jobs. I hope the UK government 
will make the commitment that 
Scottish Power needs to take 
this idea to completion.’

Often referred to as ‘The 
Hollow Mountain’ and widely 
regarded as an engineering 
masterpiece, Cruachan was 
devised by Sir Edward MacColl 
and was built by a workforce of 
4,000. More than 220,000 cubic 
metres of rock was blasted and 
drilled by explosives experts, 
known as Tunnel Tigers, to 
create a cavern 1km inside the 
mountain to house the turbines 
and a network of pipes and 
tunnels.

AN SMALL island brewery 
made a real impact at a beer 
event in London, with one 
reviewer claiming it had the 
top pint of the festival.

Colonsay Brewery was mak-
ing its first move into England, 
attending the Craft Beer Ris-
ing festival alongside 150 other 
food and drink producers.

Cult beer blogger Kevin 
Black declared the brewery’s 
80/- ale the best in the show.

Colonsay Brewery director 
Keith Bonnington said: ‘It 
was our first visit south of the 
Border and there was a lot of 
competition but people were 
genuinely interested in our 

unique island story – and more 
importantly they seemed to 
love the beer.’

Mr Bonnington said they 
also received positive feedback 
at a trade-only session and 
were hopeful of concluding a 
distribution agreement which 
would see the Colonsay brand 
being sold in shops in the home 
counties and London.

Mr Bonnington added: ‘It 
was a great couple of days. We 
even had one couple tell us 
they had never heard of Co-
lonsay, but on the strength of 
our story and taste of the beer 
they had decided to hold their 
wedding on the island.’

Island brewery creates 
a stir at London event

Distributors out of pocket as extra 
cash from price hike not passed on
EXTRA postage fees are 
not passed onto distributors 
despite a hike in prices, claims 
an Argyll parcel specialist.

As more and more compa-
nies add extra costs for parcel 
delivery, The Oban Times has 
been told this does not lead 
to  an increase in fees paid 
to the companies which are 
sub-contracted to deliver the 
goods.

It is understood rural 
businesses in the Highlands 
and Islands receive the same 
amount per parcel as distrib-
utors working in cities, such 

as London and Edinburgh, 
despite the large areas having 
to be covered.

Saying the parcel system is 
untenable, the operator, who 
did not want to be named for 
fear of losing contracts, said: 
‘I am sick to the back teeth 
of people saying I must be a 
multi-millionaire because of 
all the extra money I get to 
deliver a parcel.

‘It is an absolute nonsense. 
I get the same as any other 
parcel delivery service – I 
don’t get the extra cash and 
because I am self-employed, 

I don’t get any holidays ei-
ther. People need to ask the 
companies they pay to have 
parcels delivered whether they 
pay a higher rate to the parcel 
delivery person at the end of 
the line. In most cases the 
answer will be no. 

‘I get the pittance that they 
pay everyone else and I can 
be travelling for hundreds of 
miles more.’

Arguing for a change to the 
system, MSP Michael Russell 
said: ‘People in Argyll and 
Bute are tired of ever-rising 
freight charges which penalise 

local people, put others off 
from staying here and gener-
ally add to the cost of living. 

‘Everyone will therefore be 
horrified to discover that this 
is, on some occasions, a scam, 
with those who charge for ad-
ditional carriage holding onto 
the money whilst pretending 
they have to meet special 
costs. This needs to be investi-
gated by the UK government, 
which is responsible for trade 
practices, and I will be asking 
for such an inquiry along with 
my Westminster colleague, 
Brendan O’Hara.’

Cash boost for 
affordable homes 

Job seekers

OAP rescued    

PLANS to build thousands 
of new affordable and private 
homes across Scotland have 
been given a boost thanks to a 
£50 million infrastructure fund.

Social Justice Secretary Alex 
Neil said on Monday that the 
flexible grant and loan fund will 
help unlock important strategic 
housing sites to local authorities 
to increase the speed and num-
ber of houses being built.

The fund forms part of a 
package of measures to support 
the increase in supply of homes 
across all tenures. 

Key to this approach is the 
Scottish government’s five-year 
commitment to delivering at 
least 50,000 affordable homes, 
70 per cent for social rent, 
backed by investment of more 
than £3 billion.

Around five per cent are ex-
pected to be built in Argyll. 

THE NUMBER of people 
claiming job seekers allowance 
in Argyll and Bute in January 
fell by almost seven per cent 
compared to the same month 
last year, official statistics have 
revealed. 

Of the 950 claimants, 71 per 
cent of them were men.

POLICE and Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Services responded to 
reports of a fire in the Falls of 
Lora Hotel in Connel Village, 
at around 12.10am on Tuesday 
March 1. 

The fire was extinguished 
at around 1am. A 76-year-old 
woman was taken to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, and 
was subsequently transferred to 
the Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital, Glasgow. 

A joint investigation will be 
carried out to establish the 
circumstances surrounding 
the incident. A Police Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘Enquiries are 
ongoing.’

INSIDE ARENA THIS WEEK:
> Citizen9 unleash new EP
> Michelle McManus in one 
    woman show
> Rural choirs get into tune
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IN THE run up to the end of 
2015/16 tax year, it’s important 
for savers to ensure they are 
using as much of their annual 
ISA allowance as possible. 
Sadly, you can’t roll your ISA 
allowance over to another 
year, so once it’s gone, it’s 
gone for good. That’s why 
it’s important to make use of 
your allowance every year. Tax 
treatment will depend on your 
individual circumstances and 
tax rules may change in the 
future.
Building up a pot of money 
in ISAs could be a wise move 
for when you retire. The new 
pension freedoms mean you 
may have more options on 
how to access your pension. 
You may find it easier to draw 
an income from that money. 
However, you’ll pay income 
tax at your marginal rate on 
any withdrawals from your 
pension after you’ve taken 
any tax-free cash. Drawing 
a smaller income from your 
pension and topping it up 

with income from your ISA 
could help you reduce the tax 
you pay when you retire.
With cash ISAs, you should 
remember that the rate of 
growth may not keep pace 
with inflation. For stocks 
and shares ISAs you should 
remember that the value of 
investments can go down as 
well as up and you may get 
back less than you invested.
Argyll Financial Services 
Limited help many individuals 
manage their savings and 
investment portfolios. Contact 
us on 01369706198 or info@
argyllfinancal.co.uk to help 
secure your financial future. 
The purpose of this article is to 
provide technical and generic 
guidance and should not be 
interpreted as a personal 
recommendation. You are 
not certain to make a profit 
- you may lose money. Argyll 
Financial Services Limited 
is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct 
Authority.  

MOST of us in business would 
rather be chasing after new 
business leads, selling our 
wares to clients or just getting 
on with the 101 things that 
pop up every day. However, 
it is also wise to spend a little 
time thinking about how to 
deal with and plan around 
the larger hiccups and even 
disasters which lurk around in 
the background. Aside from 
preventing these things, if 
you suffered a fire what do 
you have to do, who would be 
delegated to carry out those 
key tasks and if they weren’t 
around is there a written ‘how 
to’ guide for someone else to 
follow ?

Within disaster recovery 
there is also the idea of 
business continuity – ask 
yourself how long you could 
run without any IT before your 
business service level reached 
an unacceptable standard or 
ground to a halt and also think 
about how many hours’/days’/
weeks’ worth of data you could 
afford to lose. The answer will 
vary from business to business 
for instance an architect or de-
signer with a team generating 
huge amounts of data may 
wish to back up considerably 
more frequently than a small 
retail business.

Most IT is pretty reliable and 
it is easy to forget about or 
take for granted your comput-
ers and servers running along 
quietly 24/7  in your back 
office. When it comes to IT 
the business continuity aspect 
also needs to cover hardware 
and having a system with 
resilience is important.  Things 
like screens and keyboards 
and even laptops are not 
expensive so if your system is 
reliant on one you might want 
to consider carrying a spare or 
at least knowing where and 
how quickly you can get hold 
of one.

In the west of Scotland where 
internet speeds are still a bit 
variable you need to consider 
a balance of backing up to data 
drives (and physically taking 
them off site) and cloud-based 
back up. If you have to back 
up from the cloud that slow 
connectivity may be an issue. 
Better to have considered this 
in advance than to find out the 
hard way. 

There are plenty of software 
solutions out there to monitor 
your server and manage your 
back- ups. An hour spent with 
your IT partner putting togeth-
er a business continuity and 
disaster recovery plan could be 
time well spent.   

Make use of your allowance

Plan your disaster 

for better business continuity 

Argyll Financial Services Limited
27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ

t: 01369 706198  
f: 01369 705691 m: 07775870721

Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH
 t: 01631 562525 

Money Matters
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with John Orr
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I T  S o l u t i o n s  f o r  B u s i n e s s
Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

SENIOR leaders and prefects 
from Tobermory High School 
have written to Argyll and Bute 
Council to express their dismay 
at the plans to remove the school 
librarian at Tobermory High 
School as part of the 2016-17 
budget cuts.

The letter reads: ‘As pupils, 
our librarian is as important to 
our academic and personal de-
velopment as any subject teach-
er. She plays various, significant 
roles within the school: keeping 
the library open after school 
is one such example, which 
benefits pupils by providing 
access to the internet and other 
resources which they may not 
have at home. She also organ-
ises workshops for the younger 
primary and secondary pupils 

to teach them essential skills for 
research and learning that they 
will continue to use for the rest 
of their academic careers and 
future lives. 

‘In addition, she is a key figure 
in managing the school’s rep-
resentation and communication 
through social media, keeping 
everyone notified of school 
events and disseminating vital 
information. 

‘Most importantly though, she 
works to assist to students and 
staff in every capacity possible: 
whether giving valuable study 
advice; sourcing resources, 
running Filmclub, supporting 
and leading literacy events, or 
keeping the library up-to-date 
with all the books and resources 
essential for learning.

‘If we were to lose her, the 
effects would be devastating. 

‘Without her knowledge, 
enthusiasm and the dynamic 
learning environment she has 
created, school life wouldn’t 
be the same and the long-term 
impact on all students would be 
extremely destructive. 

‘This is particularly the case 
for the senior students doing 
Highers and Advanced Highers, 
who spend a large part of their 
school day using the library as a 
study space and resource area; 
a fundamental and integral part 
of our educational experience 
that will mirror our experiences 
in higher education. 

‘Living on an island, there is 
nowhere else pupils could turn 
to for this support and these re-

sources so our librarian and our 
library are irreplaceable assets. 

‘We feel elected members do 
not fully understand the role 
trained librarians play in school.

‘We are urging them to recon-
sider their decision to remove 
this post and professionally- 
trained school librarians in 
Argyll and Bute. 

‘We want them to consider 
how the outcomes will affect 
future generations of young 
people both in education and 
employment. 

‘Fully-trained librarians staff-
ing libraries are treasures, and 
while we are open to sensible 
solutions, we are more than 
willing to take action to save 
this crucial element of school 
life.’

Tobermory students’ 
appeal to save librarian

CHRIS Donnelly, postal poli-
cy officer for Citizens Advice 
Service (CAS), has visited 
Islay to meet postmasters and 
find out about the needs of 
island consumers. 

CAS has statutory powers to 
monitor the number, location 
and accessibility of post of-
fices throughout the UK, and 
is currently looking at postal 
services in rural areas to find 
out how local post offices can 
be supported. 

Post offices can be difficult 
businesses to run but support 
is available for those interest-
ed in taking one on. 

Mr Donnelly said: ‘I would 
like to thank the postmasters 
and residents of Islay who gave 
me such a warm welcome.

‘It was clear that residents 
here value their post offices 
and that the individuals who 
run them are very committed 
to providing a good public 
service. 

‘However, I think we all know 
that rural post offices can be 
difficult businesses to run, 
and unless they are attractive 
business propositions, new 
postmasters won’t take them 
on, which can lead to service 
interruptions for consumers 
and a poorer service for those 
living in the area. 

‘As many bank branches have 
closed, they are even more 
vital for our rural economies 
as many do not realise that 
they can do simple personal 
and business banking at many 
of the branches.’

Alastair Redman, sub-post-
master at Portnahaven, was 
one of the postmasters who 
spoke to Mr Donnelly and 
explained the challenges and 
rewards of running an island 
post office. He said: ‘It was 
good to speak to CAS about 
our needs here in Islay. Like 
many of the islands, we have 
very local circumstances 
and it is good that CAS has 
shown an interest in the more 
remote areas of the UK.  It is 
important that governments of 
all political persuasions don’t 
ignore rural areas, particularly 
on the islands. We need local 
solutions to local issues.’ 

All Citizens Advice Bureaux 
deal with post issues and 
feedback is always welcomed. 
Residents can call into their 
local Citizens Advice Bureau 
in Lochgilphead, email Chris 
at chris.donnelly@cas.org.
uk or phone Citizens Advice 
directly on 0808 800 9060.

CAS offers 
support to 
Islay post 

Oban man 
acquitted

Warm welcome for Mundell in Oban 

A VISIT to Oban Phoenix 
Cinema was a family occasion 
when Scottish Secretary 
David Mundell realised he 
knew one of the volunteering 
stalwarts.

Mr Mundell, MP, who was 
in Oban on Friday afternoon 
following a visit to Mull, was 
keen to see the much-talked 
about social enterprise.

When he arrived at the front 
door he was delighted to be 

met by Mary Gregory, a fami-
ly friend. Mr Mundell said: ‘I 
was really keen to see around 
the community-owned cinema 
and I was even more delighted 
that one of my friends was 
part of the enterprise from 
the beginning.

‘I think that it is a superb 
facility and is a model that 
should be rolled out across 
the UK in rural areas.’

Mr Mundell was keen to 

explore the possibilities of 
devolving many more govern-
ment duties to towns, such as 
Oban.

He said: ‘We started by 
giving powers to the Scottish 
Parliament on the under-
standing that this would go 
further. To date this has not 
happened at the rate we would 
like it to.’

Mr Mundell, centre, met vol-
unteers and staff on his visit 

to Oban Phoenix Cinema. 
Pictured, from back row left, 
are Suzann Hill, Anna Greg-
ory, and Mary Gregory; front 
row left, duty manager Jennie 
Larney, Linda Battison of 
Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association, David Mundell 
MP, and Peter Griffiths, a 
member of the Phoenix board 
and marketing manager with 
Caledonian MacBrayne. 
t10mundell1_cinema_mundell_visit_social

Fèis hits high notes
ALTHOUGH numbers were slightly 
down on previous years, there was no 
lack of enthusiasm from youngsters 
attending Fèis Òigridh Ìle ’s Dhiùra 
classes and workshops held in Islay 
High School during the mid-term 
break.

Tuition was given in singing, accordi-
on, fiddle and harp playing, as well as 
in chanter and whistle playing. Singing 
tuition was the domain of vocalist  
Norrie MacIver, who was ably assisted 
by Mod gold medallist Eilidh Munro, 
who also shared her knowledge of the 
finer points of the clarsach. Boxing 
clever with the accordion players was 
Murdo Cameron from ‘Daimh, fiddle 
tuition came from Ewan Henderson 
from Manran and from local musician 
Mairi MacGillivray, currently a music 
student at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland.

Chanter players were put through 
their paces by Alastair Murray from 
Skipinnish and whistle player skills 
were honed by Port Ellen’s Ciara 
MacTaggart of the local group Siar. 
Master class tuition in this section was 
attended to by Ryan Murphy, also from 
Manran.

In charge of the junior section was 
Lorraine Ferguson, assisted by Sarah 
MacHarrie, who was a fèis stalwart in 
her younger days.

All participants strutted their stuff 

Tutor Gary Innes with the fèis òigridh accordionists.

at an end of  fèis ceilidh attended by 
proud parents and grandparents.

The Glasgow Islay

ILICH and their city counterparts will 
be heading for the Glasgow University 
Students’ Union tomorrow night, Fri-
day March 4, where An Comunn Ileach 
is holding its 154th annual gathering.

Former group director Gordon Gil-
lies will chair the proceedings and Na-
tional Mòd top prize winners Catriona 
MacNeil, Donald Iain Brown, Robert 
Robertson and  Alison Campbell will 

provide the Gaelic songs. Also on stage 
will be the Bearsden Fiddlers, piano 
accompanist Kirsteen Grant and as-
sociation piper Andrew McCowan Jnr.

The gathering dance has been resur-
rected in the same venue this year and 
providing the music will be award-win-
ning band Trail West. 

The association was founded in 1862 
by Glasgow printer and publisher 
Archibald Sinclair, who was brought 
up in the Mulindry district of Islay.

The main aim of the association was 
to provide a friendly link between 
exiled Ilich and their native isle and 

to promote culture and heritage. The 
early gatherings, presided over by the 
founder, were formal affairs with the 
accent being on dining and speeches 
interspersed with a song or two.

Changing social attitudes saw this 
evolving into the concert and dance 
format which continues to this day.

The gathering heydays were prior to 
the outbreak of the Second World War 
and this momentum continued up to 
the 1980s. Such was the support for 
those gatherings that the organisers 
had to turn many people away from the 
event as the venue could not deal with 
the numbers seeking admission. The 
numbers turned away often exceeded 
the total number attending modern day 
gatherings. Things are much different 
now and the support received by ter-
ritorial associations today is a far cry 
from that enjoyed in the halcyon days.

New treasurer

BANK employee Mairi MacArthur is 
the new treasurer of the Round Church 
at Bowmore. She succeeds Robert 
Macnab, who has looked after the 
church finances for the past six years 
but has decided to call it a day. The new 
treasurer, her paramedic husband Iain 
and their two teenage daughters, live 
in The Highlands district of Bowmore.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

A 41-YEAR-OLD Oban man 
walked free from Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday after the 
prosecution withdrew charges 
and he was acquitted by Sher-
iff Ruth Anderson QC.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty made the decision 
after hearing from the first po-
lice witness and seeing CCTV 
footage. The man had been 
charged with attempting to 
steal from a car; two incidents 
of stealing from cars and one 
of intent to steal, all during the 
night of January 21 this year.

THE INTRODUCTION of 
cheaper ferry fares on the Clyde 
and Hebrides ferry services 
network has encouraged more 
people on to services, according 
to research released on Monday.

The roll out of Road Equivalent 
Tariff (RET) to Islay, Colonsay 
and Gigha in 2012 showed an 
increase in passengers and a rise 
in visitors to the islands.

Provisional analysis of the first 
year of RET on the routes to Ar-
ran show increases in passenger 
and car numbers.

Key findings included: sum-
mer fares on Islay, Colonsay 

and Gigha routes fell by an 
average of 44 per cent and 48 
per cent for passengers and cars 
respectively; overall passenger 
numbers on Islay, Colonsay and 
Gigha routes increased by eight 
per cent in the first two years of 
RET; overall car numbers on the 
Islay, Colonsay and Gigha routes 
increased by 18 per cent in the 
first two years; an additional 
6,444 people visited Islay in the 
second year of RET. Provisional 
findings for Arran show a 10 per 
cent increase in passengers and 
a 44 per cent increase in cars in 
the first year.

AIR GUN owners will have six 
months to obtain certificates for 
their weapons before new laws 
come into force. 

The Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice, Michael Matheson, 
laid an Order in the Scottish 
Parliament on Monday which 
sets out the dates for the new 
air weapons licensing regime to 
take effect in Scotland.

Anyone wanting to use or own 
an air weapon can apply to Po-
lice Scotland for a certificate, or 
permit in some circumstances, 
from July 1, 2016. 

This gives users six months 

to obtain a certificate before 
new rules tightening access to 
air weapons, introduced in the 
Air Weapons and Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2015, come into 
effect from December 31, 2016. 

From that date it will be an 
offence to have an air weapon 
without the proper certificate 
or permit, unless a person is 
exempt. Anyone found guilty 
of committing an offence under 
the Act could face a fine or, in 
some cases, imprisonment of 
up to two years. It is estimated 
there are half a million unli-
censed air weapons in Scotland. 

Cheaper ferry fares see 
rise in island visitors 
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Hoaxers buying local 
numbers for scams
VIGILANCE is needed against 
‘clever’ scammers after local 
numbers and ‘convincing’ people 
have taken thousands of pounds 
from Argyll bank accounts in 
the last few weeks.

Speaking out against the 
‘almost daily’ occurrence at 
Oban Community Council, 
police officer Andrew Simpson 
said the problem was scammers 
were becoming more and more 
convincing.

Constable Simpson said: ‘I 
have personal experience of a 
scam from my own family. Peo-
ple on the end are very convinc-
ing and in some cases thousands 
of pounds can go missing from 
bank accounts.

‘It can happen to people of all 
ages and from all walks of life.’

Speaking to The Oban Times 
after the meeting, one woman 
said she was too embarrassed to 
be named, but wanted to tell her 
story.

The pensioner from Oban said: 
‘I got a phone call from someone 
saying they wanted to reduce my 

payments on my wifi. I was cau-
tious but they gave the first digits 
of my long card number and I 
thought they must be connected 
to my provider.

‘I gave my bank details. Later 
in the day they phoned back 
to check the digits again and, 
of course, this time I read the 
whole number through.’

It wasn’t until a few days later 
when a payment was refused 
in a shop that the older woman 
realised something was wrong.

She continued: ‘The bank said 
withdrawals had been made on 
my card to pay for a luxury hotel 

and another at an expensive 
shoe shop. They had spent more 
than £600.

‘It was a few sleepless nights 
until I heard that the bank had 
caught the person and the mon-
ey was returned to my account. I 
don’t have money to lose.

‘I feel ashamed and stupid, 
but I want other people to know 
because I don’t want it to happen 
to anyone else.

‘I was particularly confused by 
the fact the call came through 
using the local phone code and 
I thought it was someone on 
my doorstep who had stolen my 
money – but after investigation 
it seems that anyone can buy any 
number now.

‘Don’t ever give your bank 
details out over the phone.’

Wyvex Media IT executive 
Stephen Day said: ‘It’s all per-
fectly legal – you can buy a local 
number and then use it from 
your mobile or landline, not only 
to receive incoming calls but to 
make outgoing calls which show 
up on the caller display of the 
number you are calling.

‘There are lots of good reasons 
for doing this. A number can 

be used on your mobile for 
local business, for a dedicated 
landline when a person only has 
a mobile.

‘Any mobile can look local to 
customers when you call. It can 
also be used on your advertising 
or livery.

‘The snag, of course, is that 
scammers can do exactly the 
same and pretend to be local.’  

This means that when a local 
number appears on a caller dis-
play, people answer the phone 
thinking it’s local and not a cold 
call.

Mr Day continued:  ‘Scammers 
pretending to be from a local 
supermarket or the bank or the 
railway station call up to check 
some details of a transaction. 
And before you know it they are 
asking you to confirm your pin 
number.

‘This is also an effort to 
circumnavigate new protection 
methods being put in place by 
telecommunications companies.

‘They may be able to stop 
international numbers but it is 
not clear yet whether they will 
they be able to stop the local 
numbers.’ 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

HEALTH Secretary Shona 
Robison has confirmed NHS 
Highland will receive an addi-
tional £27.5 million in 2016-17. 

This is an increase of five 
per cent on NHS Highland’s 
budget level in 2015-16, bring-
ing the board’s overall funding 
to £577.5 million. 

The budget includes £15.3 
million for investment in 
social care as part of the in-
tegration of health and social 
care – this is part of the £250 
million committed by govern-
ment as part of the 2016-17 
budget settlement.

This funding will be split 
between the new health and 
social care partnerships in 
Highland, which, from April, 
will bring together health 
board and local authority 
responsibilities by integrating 
health and social care services 
across Scotland. 

Ms Robison said: ‘The 
Scottish Government’s 
commitment to increasing 
NHS Highland’s budget 
demonstrates our continuing 
investment in improving care.

‘This comes as Scotland’s 
total health spending reaches 
almost £13 billion for the first 
time ever.

‘We’re clear that people in 
Highland should have access 
to the right care, in the right 
place, at the right time. With 
this increase in funding, 
health boards are being given 
more support to achieve this. 

‘The integration of health 
and social care, which comes 
into full force on April 1, is the 
most significant reform of our 
health and social care services 
since the creation of the NHS 
and our investment of £15.3 
million for Highland’s health 
and social care partnerships 
will help improve people’s 
experience of care.

‘This funding will allow 
people to be supported to 
maintain their independence 
for as long as possible, in their 
own homes and communities 
and means that fewer people 
need to go to hospital to 
receive care. 

‘Where hospital care is nec-
essary and appropriate, they 
will spend less time there and 
return home more quickly.’

CARERS of autistic adults 
living in Argyll and Bute are 
being encouraged to apply 
for an Autism Short Break to 
have a well-earned rest.

More than 300 carers across 
Scotland were given grants for 
nights away, spa visits, football 
games and concerts in the first 
round of funding. 

The £100,000 pot reopened 
for applications recently and 
is delivered by The National 
Autistic Society Scotland, Au-
tism Initiatives and Scottish 
Autism.

 Autism Short Breaks fund-
ing applies to families and 
carers of an adult (over 16 
years of age). 

However, the carer may be 
aged under 16. Grants of up to 
£300 are available. 

To make an application, visit 
autismshortbreaks.org.uk

Increase
of £27.5 
million
for health 
board

Bail hopes 
dashed for 
Connel man 
in Indian jail

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 
568000

ARGYLL’S MSP is demanding 
that 10 librarian posts axed 
in Argyll and Bute Council’s 
budget be reinstated and the 
chief executive’s post made re-
dundant in order to give children 
the education they deserve.

Michael Russell MSP has 
urged the council to reverse its 
decision to get rid of all school 
librarians and has suggested 
the move as a way of finding the 
£191,000 savings required.

Raising the issue in the Scot-
tish Parliament debate on the 
budget, Mr Russell said: ‘The 
salami slicing of budgets under-
taken by the council administra-
tion has been hugely damaging. 

‘The decision to axe that ser-
vice in its entirety leaves Argyll 
and  Bute without a basic and 
essential part of its educational 
infrastructure. 

‘It has quite rightly been met 
with an outcry across the area 
and further afield. 

‘Last Wednesday, I was on 
Mull where there is a strong 
campaign getting under way to 
resist the removal of a school 
librarian who does change lives 
by her work. That campaign is 

being mirrored in other places 
too.

‘I want to suggest to Argyll 
and Bute Council a simple solu-

tion to the problem they have 
created. The same meeting that 
decided to do away with school 
librarians agreed to set up a 

committee to choose a new chief 
executive. The cost of that post, 
including travel and pension will 
come to slightly more than the 
cost of all the school librarians 
put together.

‘Argyll and Bute Council should 
put books and children before 
filling senior management posts. 
It should create an acting chief 
executive post, appointing one of 
the present senior management 
team and then undertake a 
radical decentralisation of man-
agement and delivery, something 
that the council now claims to be 
committed to in any case. 

‘That solution would be easy to 
implement, almost immediate in 
its effect given the existing chief 
executive is leaving in May and 
would show that [councillor] 
Dick Walsh’s administration had 
the correct priorities. 

‘This is the right thing to do 
and it should be done now.’

A council spokesperson said: 
‘The council would like to do 
everything that communities 
want us to but to meet a signif-
icant funding gap we have had 
to make savings of more than 
£10 million in 2016/17 alone. 

The budget decisions taken by 
the council have prioritised ed-
ucation and children’s services 
and served to save more than 
100 full-time equivalent posts. 
The savings agreed include the 
school librarian posts. 

‘Local arrangements will be 
made within schools to ensure 
pupils are supported to make use 
of school libraries or through the 
council’s public library services. 
We will also do all we can to 
secure opportunities for those 
who wish it to continue working 
with the council.’ 

The spokesperson continued: 
‘The council also decided at 
the budget to explore the possi-
bility of developing a budgeting 
scheme for area committees 
that would enable communities 
to have more say about what 
happens at a local level. 

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
has already made significant 
reductions to its management 
structure and, as was agreed at 
the budget, is committed to car-
rying out a further management 
review, with the chief executive 
to put forward a report to mem-
bers on proposals.’

MSP urges council to axe chief executive 
post as a way of saving librarian posts

Gillian Robertson, Dalmally
‘We live in Dalmally, so we get 
the library van and use it. It 
will be a very big shame to lose 
it. I used to be a carer and one 
housebound lady used the van 
every single time it came. The 
mobile librarian would drop 
off  books for her. Libraries are 
a great resource and they need 
someone to keep it organised 
and be a face for it, otherwise 
it’s just a room.’

Iain Marshall, Oban
‘Mobile libraries are important 
for people in outlying areas. I 
always benefi ted from libraries 
when I was at school. Certainly a 
library is part of your education 
and librarians help you fi nd 
stuff . It would be a shame to 
lose them.’

Catherine Hunter, Dunbeg
‘I would like school libraries to 
keep going because reading 
is important for kids. I loved 
reading myself and I want the 
children of tomorrow to have 
what I had.’

Yvonne Johnston, Taynuilt
‘They defi nitely should not 
be cutting mobile libraries. 
So many people can’t get 
out to libraries. Librarians are 
important because they give 
you important information on 
books - they help you.’

T. Barr, Oban
‘It doesn’t matter who’s getting 
cut, it’s all the same. Somebody 
is losing their job. It’s not the 
council’s fault – it’s the govern-
ment’s fault.’

  HAVE YOUR SAY

Voting open for 
Tesco initiative

Voluntary cash 
up for grabs

TESCO customers are being 
invited to help community 
groups and good causes 
in Oban bag a share of a 
£11.5million fund.

The supermarket has teamed 
up with charity Greenspace 
Scotland to launch its Bags 
of Help initiative, which sees 
grants of £12,000, £10,000 and 
£8,000 – all raised from the 5p 
bag levy – being awarded to 
environmental projects.   

Shoppers can vote in-store 
using a token given to them 
at the check-out for either 
Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark, Tobermory Play-
park Committee and Soroba 
Young Family Group.

Voting closes on March 6.

A VOLUNTARY Action Fund 
(VAF) has been launched 
to help organisations create 
new or enhanced volunteer 
projects. 

Third Sector organisations 
working in Scotland with an an-
nual income of under £250,000 
can apply for a support grant of 
up to £10,000.

Details about eligibility, plus 
the application form, can be 
downloaded from the VAF 
website. Applications should 
be submitted by March 31.

AN OBAN man who kept harassing 
his former partner has had his sen-
tence deferred until he completes  
treatment for his alcoholism.

‘I am not going to do anything to 
interfere with that,’ said Sheriff Ruth 
Anderson QC on Monday when 
she heard that Angus Young, of 8D 
Quarry Road, was due to begin the 
residential treatment.

The sheriff had found Young, 58, 
guilty of a course of conduct between 
November 5 and December 3 last 
year that caused his former partner 
of eight months to be fearful and 
alarmed; he had sent text messages 
which were abusive, repeatedly at-
tended at her home address, and left 
an abusive note on her car. 

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty 
said the ‘final straw’ came when the 

woman was out with a friend and her 
young grandchildren and they dis-
covered the note on her car window. 
She then went to the police.

Edward Thornton, defence agent, 
told Oban Sheriff Court that 
amongst the 25 messages were texts 
which read ‘Forgive and forget. Sor-
ry.’  ‘Too many painkillers. Lost the 
plot. Sorry.’

He added that Young had been ill 
in hospital and the painkillers and 
his heavy drinking had led to the 
incidents, but Young was to undergo 
treatment. The visits to the woman’s 
home had been to return gifts and 
possessions that had been left at his 
home during their relationship.

Sheriff Anderson deferred sen-
tence for three months for Young to 
be of good behaviour.

Sentence deferred

Scammers are now buying up 
local numbers  for hoax calls.

Autism cash for 
carer breaks

A BAIL hearing for a Connel 
man stuck in an southern Indi-
an jail was rejected in the early 
hours of Monday morning UK 
time – dashing the hopes of his 
family that he might get out of 
prison soon.

Private security provider 
Billy Irving was imprisoned 
in January after being found 
guilty of piracy charges. Mr 
Irving and his five UK col-
leagues have always protested 
their innocence.

Billy’s partner Yvonne 
MacHugh said: ‘We now have 
to wait until June 1 for the 
main appeal – at least another 
four months locked up in that 
hell hole, with no communica-
tions with family and friends. 
Their lives and freedom stolen 
from them, and all for what? 

‘This verdict has left me with 
little hope of getting Billy back 
in the next five years and has 
left me completely crushed.’

A Foreign and Common-
wealth Office spokesman 
said: ‘This is a disappointing 
outcome for the men and 
their families. This issue has 
been raised repeatedly at the 
highest levels by the Prime 
Minister, Foreign Secretary 
and UK representatives. 

‘Our staff will continue to 
make regular prison visits to 
the men and support their 
families, who we remain in 
close contact with. 

‘We will carry on working to 
make sure their welfare is pro-
tected while they are in prison. 

‘We cannot interfere with In-
dia’s independent legal system, 
just as other countries cannot 
interfere with ours, but we will 
continue efforts to make sure 
this case is resolved without 
delay.’

FRIENDS of Oban Community 
Playpark are inviting Argyll school 
children to create a Helping Hands 
art installation, to help raise 
£110,00 for an under-fives area at 
the park next to Atlantis Leisure. 

Rockfield Primary School chil-
dren began painting the first of 800 
wooden hands to hang on Oban’s 
esplanade, to wave and welcome 
visitors in time for May’s Voluntary 

Arts Week. Derek Connery, man-
ager of Oban BIDs, which donated 
£250, is pictured with Lindsey 
Elliot, back left, Oban Community 
Playpark, Helen MacKechnie 
Oban Chocolate Company, and 
Ruaridh MacKechnie, 4, Alex 
Elliot, 8, Eila MacKechnie, 7, Edie 
Elliot, 10, Rowan Drummond, 11,  
and Sean Drummond, 9, with their 
individual hand prints.
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For tickets call 0131 551 7936 or visit: www.scottishruralawards.org 

• Fizz reception  •  Three-course meal, including a half bottle of wine per person

• Network with inspirational businesses from across Scotland
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®
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31 March 2016  |  Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

The evening 
will be hosted by

FRED
MACAULAY

FREE LUXURY
GOODIE BAG 

FOR EVERY GUEST

Fish farm extension refused
DAWNFRESH refused to 
confirm that there would be 
job losses after the rejection 
of a planning application to 
increase the number of fish 
farm cages on Loch Etive last 
Wednesday.

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, the 
world’s largest supplier of Scot-
tish sea trout, applied to extend 
one of its six Loch Etive fish 
farms, Etive Six, located across 
the mouth of Sailean Ruadh,   
opposite Ardchattan.

But on February 24, a plan-
ning committee meeting in 
Oban’s Corran Halls refused 

the application by eight votes 
to one. 

Dawnfresh’s farms manager 
Gideon Pringle said he was 
‘extremely disappointed’ at the 
decision. 

After the meeting, he told The 
Oban Times: ‘Today’s decision 
was not expected. We need 
time to review implications for 
the business.’ 

Mr Pringle said Dawnfresh 
had created jobs based on its 
future plans but now this deci-
sion had harmed that vision. 

He continued: ‘We’ve over-
manned,’ but refused to con-
firm any job losses. At present 
27 people work on the Loch 
Etive scheme.

During the meeting Mr Prin-
gle had argued the extra cages 
would help achieve sustainabil-
ity.

‘The granting of Etive Six 
[a previous application for 10 
cages] has saved our business. 
We need small changes to make 
it as optimal as it can be. There 
aren’t other places to go.’

But council planning officer 
Richard Kerr’s report had rec-
ommended councillors refuse 
the Etive Six extension due to 
its visual impact. 

‘It may seem draconian to 
object to an extension by two 
cages,’ he said, ‘but we’ve 
concluded it would result in an 
excessively large farm unsuited 

to its landscape setting,’ with 
a ‘disproportionate amount of 
equipment present’.

Margaret Adams on behalf of 
Ardchattan Community Coun-
cil, which objected to the pro-
posal, said residents had major 
concerns it would diminish the 
area’s beauty and tourism.

Guy Linley-Adams of cam-
paign group Friends of Loch 
Etive, said: ‘It’s questionable to 
come back so soon [to planning]

‘[Dawnfresh] are profitable: 
they are not going to vanish 
overnight because we don’t give 
them two more cages.

‘There are other lochs and 
fish farms available. At some 
point there will be a threshold 

where Loch Etive cannot sus-
tain further aquaculture. We 
believe that time is here.’

Councillor Richard Trail 
summed up: ‘This is a difficult 
and interesting case. People 
who live there have a great 
deal of care about the loch, and 
concern about tourism and fish 
stocks. 

Mr Pringle has made a cogent 
case for expansion – it does 
seem a small step, but it’s a 
form of creeping development, 
which is unsatisfactory. 

‘Dawnfresh is trying to impose 
its business plan on the loch, 
rather than assess what the loch 
can take, and what local people 
will accept.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

ONE of Oban’s longest-serving 
legal secretaries has closed her 
shorthand book and shut down 
her computer for the last time. 

Irene Main has worked for 
Stevenson Kennedy for 28 years 
and prior to that two other Oban 
law firms. 

She retired last week with a 
fitting tribute from colleagues 
and friends at a lunch held at 
The Rockfield Centre huts. 

Irene, from Oban, started work 
as a legal secretary when she was 
just 16. She joined the offices of 
Stevenson Kennedy at Linndhu 
House in Oban in 1988. 

Irene was presented with cards 
and gifts from her colleagues, 
including a specially written 
‘Ode to Irene’.

Director Gordon McNab also 
presented Irene with her favour-
ite computer keyboard – so well 
used that many of the key sym-
bols are completely worn out!  

Gordon said: ‘Irene has been 
an extremely loyal and hard-
working member of our team 
and we wish her all the very best 
for the future. She will be sorely 
missed.’

A REPORT has revealed that 
67.6 per cent of full-time stu-
dents successfully completed 
their studies at Highlands and 
Islands colleges in the 2014 to 
2015 academic year. 

This is higher than the nation-
al average, which shows that 
64 per cent of students passed 
further education courses at 
Scottish colleges in the period. 

 The statistics were published 
in the Scottish Funding 
Council’s college performance 
indicators report last month. 

The number of part-time 
students who successfully 
completed their courses at 
Highlands and Islands colleges 
was also found to be higher 
than average. 

The findings are the latest 
positive results for the region’s 
colleges. A Scottish Funding 
Council report published at 
the end of last year highlighted 
that 85.8 per cent of full-time 
further education students 
who left Highlands and Islands 
colleges in the 2013 to 2014 
session were in a positive des-
tination (such as employment 

or training) three to six months 
after leaving. This compared to 
82.9 per cent nationally.

 The Highlands and Islands 
further education region con-
sists of North Highland College 
UHI, Orkney College UHI, 
Shetland College UHI, Argyll 
College UHI, West Highland 
College UHI, Lews Castle 
College UHI, Moray College 
UHI, Inverness College UHI 
and Perth College UHI. 

Dr Michael Foxley, chairman 
of the Highland and Islands 
Further Education Regional 
Board, welcomed the report’s 
findings: ‘These statistics are 
very encouraging and are a 
great credit to the colleges 
within our region which are 
striving very hard to provide 
high quality further education 
to meet the needs of their 
communities. 

‘However, good though these 
are, we are determined to max-
imise the opportunities for our 
communities through the many 
university and college learning 
centres across the Highlands 
and Islands.’ 

Highland college 
students’ future 
looks bright

RESIDENTS in Oban’s Soroba 
are hopeful that a banner, which 
warns pet owners of the conse-
quences of dog fouling, will help 
keep their community clean.

Members of the community 
are also equipped with orange 
spray paint that they will use to 
highlight any dog dirt they come 
across. They are urging resi-
dents to alert the dog warden 
if they witness anyone allowing 

their dog to foul without picking 
it up.

Oban Community Action 
Against Dog Fouling identified 
Soroba as a problem area last 
month. 

The banner, which is now sit-
uated outside Soroba shop, had 
previously been used at Park 
Primary School.

To report an incident of dog 
fouling, call 01546 605514.

CHILDREN who are keen on 
their computers will be able to 
find out more about digital ca-
reers at a special ‘insight event’ 
to be held in Oban next month.

With demand for skilled 
workers in the technology 
industry at an all-time high 
in Scotland, the ‘Discovering 
Digital World’ road show will 
include special ‘insight ses-
sions’ to show parents what a 
career in digital could hold for 
their little technical wizards. 

Organised by Skills Develop-
ment Scotland in partnership 
with Young Scot and My World 
of Work, the roadshow will 
reach Oban on Friday March 

11.  During the day, the road-
show will run events for schools 
with 10am-1pm and 2pm-5pm 
sessions targeted at the S1-S3 
pupils.

The event, in the SAMS 
building at Dunbeg, will fea-
ture a parents’ session from 
6.30pm-8pm.  

With an emphasis on careers 
available locally, parents will be 
able to hear directly from large 
organisations such as NHS 
Highland and smaller ones 
such as the Create Entrepre-
neur team, based in Inverness. 

They will also be able to find 
out about job vacancies and 
typical salaries in the industry.

SCOTRAIL is launching 
digital timetables from Sunday 
March 20 to coincide with the 
Queen Street tunnel closure in 
Glasgow.

The new timetables will allow 
passengers to quickly check 
how their own journeys will be 
affected. Printed timetables 
will be available in stations 
from the second week in March.  

To help customers understand 
the changes, the train operator 
has created an interactive, 
‘moving’ map that shows how 
trains will be diverted through-
out the tunnel closure. 

Customers can select their de-
parture station and see the new 
routes to and from Glasgow 
Queen Street Low Level and/
or Glasgow Central. Journey 

times will be longer as a result 
of these diversions. 

Additional carriages will be 
added to services that are run-
ning to provide as much extra 
capacity as possible. 

Jacqueline Taggart, ScotRail 
Alliance’s customer experience 
director, said: ‘We’re advising 
customers to download the 
timetables straight away, so 
they can plan any travel for the 
duration of the work.

‘We’re doing all we can to 
alert customers to the change. 
We’ve got staff at key stations 
giving out handy, pocket-sized 
leaflets with loads of informa-
tion about key route changes.’

For more information visit 
w w w.scotrai l.co.uk /Queen-
StreetTunnel

Dog fouling awareness

Career opportunities

Digital rail timetables

Oban Times newsdesk 01631 568000

Tributes 
paid as legal 
secretary
Irene retires

Irene Main, who will now have more time to enjoy her passions of 
walking and singing with Oban Bach Choir, at her retirement lunch. 
Mrs Main is pictured cutting her retirement cake fl anked by Gordon 

McNab, left, and Sorley Henderson of Stevenson Kennedy. 
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 CONSTITUENT SURGERY

IAN BLACKFORD MP FOR ROSS, SKYE AND LOCHABER 
WILL BE HOLDING THE FOLLOWING SURGERY:

Friday 4th March 2016
10am – 10.30am – Fort William 
Highland Council Service Point

High Street Fort William
TO ALLOW CONSTITUENTS TO DISCUSS 

MATTERS THEY WISH TO RAISE
(No appointment necessary)

Ian Blackford MP, 
Ian Blackford MP, 29 High Street Dingwall IV15 9RU

Tel – 01349 866397, Email ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk

MOVED by the suffering 
of Syrian refugees forced to 
flee their homeland, Dalmal-
ly-based charity Mary’s Meals, 
is set to launch its first school 
feeding programme in the 
Middle East.

In an initial pilot, funded by 
players of the People’s Post-
code Lottery, the organisation 
is planning to begin providing 
school meals to around 1,000 
children at a school in the 
town of Antelias, located five 
km north of Beirut, Lebanon.

With the Syrian civil war 
now in its fifth year, there are 
more than 1.1 million refugees 
who have crossed the border 
from Syria into Lebanon. 

This represents the largest 
concentration of refugees 
compared to a country’s pop-
ulation anywhere in the world, 
and more than 70 per cent are 
living below the poverty line 
– often unemployed, hungry 
and surviving in squalid con-
ditions.

Lebanon, which has been 
placed under great strain by 
the influx, will become the 
13th country in which Mary’s 
Meals is working. 

Magnus MacFarlane-Bar-
row, Mary’s Meals’ founder 
and CEO, said: ‘I’m sure we 
all feel deep compassion – 
perhaps even outrage – at the 
desperate plight of refugees 
forced to flee from war-torn 
Syria. As always, it is innocent 
children who suffer the most.

‘For a number of months, 
we have been investigating 
how Mary’s Meals can do its 
small part in alleviating some 
of the suffering caused by this 
greatest humanitarian crisis of 
our time – and I am extremely 
pleased that, thanks to the 
support of People’s Postcode 
Lottery and its players, we 
will soon begin serving school 
meals to a small number of 
Syrian children who have set-
tled in neighbouring Lebanon, 
as well as to their Lebanese 
classmates.

‘Amid the carnage of the 

AN INFORMATION re-
source for people affected by 
cancer opened at the end of 
January at Oban Library. 

The Macmillan Cancer 
Information and Support 
Service provides non-clinical 
information for people 
affected by cancer, with 
a weekly drop-in session 
from 2.15pm to 4.15pm with 
specially selected and trained 
volunteers.

The new service has been 
created by an innovative part-
nership between Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Argyll and 
Bute Third Sector and NHS 
Highland. National and local 
research has identified a need 
for people to access quality 
information in a community 
setting with people to talk to 

for support. This information 
covers a range of topics 
including cancer symptoms, 
cancer treatments, how to 
talk to people with cancer, 
support for carers, financial 
support, where to find walk-
ing groups, workplace issues, 
or just how to get to a hospital 
in Glasgow. 

Anyone can use this 
resource, including family, 
friends, and colleagues of 
someone who has been diag-
nosed with cancer. 

Anyone who wants to find 
out more information, or is 
are interested in volunteering 
with the service can contact 
the Macmillan Cancer Infor-
mation and Support Service 
in Argyll by calling 01586 
555932, or emailing macmil-
lan@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Mary’s Meals reaches 
out to the Middle East

IN A SMALL, cold room in 
Bourj Hammoud, Lebanon, 
a seven-year-old girl called 
Amena smiles at the camera. 

Dressed in red, she reaches 
for her two-year-old sister’s 
hand. Since arriving here 
from her rural home in Syria 
three months ago, her family 
of four have found refuge in 
this apartment block. 

At night, they all sleep 
side-by-side on a single, thin 
mattress. 

There’s limited ventilation 
in the damp room but if they 
open the window the rain 
comes in.  

Her mother Hanan says the 
family left Syria because they 
were left with nothing and 
now they are here. They have 

nothing – their belongings 
limited to clothes, a vacuum 
cleaner and some children’s 
toys. With money scarce, they 
have to rely on donations; she 
has asked for clothes for the 
children. 

A local church gave them 
food once but they now simply 
eat when they can. With 
the colder weather, she is 
worried about her children. 
At seven years old, Amena 
has only ever been in school 
for a month and both of 
her children are sick; one 
has started coughing blood 
but they have no access to 
healthcare.  

She says she is hoping for 
another mattress, and in the 
future, to return home. 

WAITING until after the May 
election to issue the Clyde and 
Hebrides ferry contract is ‘too 
long’, says Alan Reid, Argyll 
and Bute Liberal Democrat 
Scottish Parliamentary candi-
date.

A competitive tendering 
process for the ferry routes is 
under way within the Scottish 
Government – but a delay in 
the contract being issued is 
more political than practical, 
claims Mr Reid.

However, Argyll and Bute’s 
MSP Michael Russell says 
the process is a matter of law 
and interfering could lead the 

government into court. Mr 
Reid is demanding a decision 
on the tender award and that 
the Scottish Government gives 
it to the bid which offers the 
best service to passengers, not 
simply to the bidder which asks 
for the smaller subsidy. 

Mr Reid said: ‘I am very 
worried by the SNP decision 
to keep the announcement 
about whether they intend to 
award the contract to Serco or 
CalMac back until after May’s 
election. Ferry services are 
extremely important to Argyll 
and Bute and it’s undemocratic 
that people will have to vote 

without knowing the SNP 
plans for the future of our ferry 
services.’

Mr Russell said: ‘Regrettably 
the contract has had to go out 
to tender, given that European 
law presently makes such a 
process unavoidable. That was 
the same when the last Labour/
Liberal Scottish Government 
dealt with the issue. Awarding 
contracts is a matter of law and 
therefore clear rules have to be 
followed and a clear timetable 
adhered to. 

‘If any government minister 
tried to interfere, a losing 
bidder could – and certainly 

would – go to court, an action 
that would disrupt the ferry 
service for many months. No-
body in their right mind would 
want that to happen. Instead 
every local representative and 
would-be local representative 
should be making common 
cause to ensure the strong 
view of the local community in 
support of CalMac is heard.’

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘The Clyde 
and Hebrides Ferry Services 
(CHFS) procurement process 
was put on hold last summer 
following a request from a 
number of unions, so bringing 

the award forward, as Mr Reid 
suggests, would not allow a 
full and proper assessment of 
submitted tenders. As this is a 
vital contract for island com-
munities, we have no intention 
of jeopardising the tender 
process. 

‘The independent procure-
ment reference panel has 
also confirmed that the Final 
Invitation to Tender is ‘fair, 
open and transparent’ to both 
bidders. The law requires us 
to undertake a competitive 
tender process for the CHFS 
contract, a position we inherit-
ed from the previous Labour/

Lib Dem administration  and 
we recognise our legal obli-
gations. This was accepted by 
that administration when it 
initiated the first tendering 
exercise for CHFS.   

‘No matter the outcome, 
Scottish ministers will retain 
control of issues such as fares 
and timetables through the 
public service contract. Vessels 
and port infrastructure will 
also remain publicly owned. 
We remain focused on ensur-
ing a fair and open competition 
that leads to getting the best 
deal for all of the communities 
of the Clyde and Hebrides.’

conflict in Syria, Mary’s Meals 
and its generous supporters 
can provide a glimmer of 
hope by attracting Syrian 
refugee children back into the 
classroom with a nutritious 
daily meal – just as we do in 
other countries around the 
world, where the introduction 
of Mary’s Meals results in 
sharp increases in enrolment, 
attendance and academic 
performance.’

The United Nations has 
warned that the more than 
two million Syrian children 
who are out of school are in 
danger of becoming a ‘lost 
generation’, with evidence 
showing that it becomes more 
and more difficult to get 
children back into school the 
longer they are out of it.

Mr MacFarlane-Barrow  
continued: ‘Like all parents, 
those Syrian mothers and 
fathers who had to leave their 
homes want more than any-
thing for their children to be 
fed and educated, so they can 
hope for a future beyond this 
current misery. 

‘This nutritious meal, served 
every day in a Lebanese 
school, will allow those chil-
dren to learn – joining more 
than 1.1 million other children 
receiving Mary’s Meals, who 
are now able to dream of 
something better.’

Mary’s Meals is partnering 
with Dorcas, a Dutch relief 
organisation which has been 
working in Lebanon since 
2013, to implement the deliv-
ery of the programme on the 
ground, as well as collaborat-
ing closely with the country’s 
Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education.

During this pilot phase 
– which will see children 
initially receive healthy and 
substantial wrap sandwiches 
filled with various ingredients 
to suit local tastes – Mary’s 
Meals will work with Dorcas 
to monitor the impact of the 
programme on Syrian refugee 
children and seek to continu-
ally make enhancements, with 
a view to potentially scaling up 
the intervention to reach more 
children later in 2016.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Ferry tender award a matter of law, so decision must wait

POLICE
FILES
with Sergeant 
Alan Moore

A cancer information service is now open in Oban Library. 

Macmillan’s new 
service for people 
affected by cancerSyrian family in Lebanon 

needs food and clothes

A 61-YEAR-old man was fl own 
by helicopter to Raigmore Hos-
pital in Inverness with minor 
injuries on Monday February 
29.

The man was climbing with 
his nephew on Beinn Achala-
dair near Bridge of Orchy, when 
the weather closed in and he 
fell.

Arrochar, Oban and police 
mountain rescue teams, and a 
Search and Rescue helicopter, 
responded to a call at 3.30pm. 
The missing man was found at 
9.25pm before he was evacuat-
ed to Inverness.

POLICE Scotland are appealing 
for witnesses after two cars 
were scratched while parked 
on the Isle of Mull. 

The owner of a blue Subaru 
Legacy parked in Dervaig dis-
covered a deep scratch along 
the vehicle, caused some time 
between midnight on Thurs-
day February 18 and 6.30am on 
February 23. 

The owner of a silver Vauxhall 
Meriva, parked on Main Street 
in Tobermory, also found a 
scratch along the front and 
rear passenger doors, caused 
between 4pm on Monday Feb-
ruary 22 and 3pm on Thursday 
February 25. 

Anyone with any information 
is urged to call 101 and ask to 
speak to a Mull offi  cer.

Climber airlifted 
to Inverness

Man, 22, arrested 
on drugs charge 
A 22-YEAR-old man was 
stopped and searched under 
the Misuse of Drugs Act on 
Shore Street in Oban, at 
10.50pm on Monday Febru-
ary 29. 

He was suspected to be in 
possession of cannabis and 
has been reported to the 
procurator fi scal.

Pair reported to 
procurator fi scal 
POLICE were called to Oban’s 
Branksome Park at 3am on 
Sunday February 28. 

Offi  cers arrested two 18 and 
19-year-old men for abusive 
and disorderly conduct and 
resisting arrest. They were 
released from custody later 
and reported to the procurator 
fi scal.

Car vandalism 
witness appeal

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000
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A SELECTION of images taken by the late photogra-
pher Joan Wilcock will be showcased in a collaborative 
arts project.

The project, Travelling The Archive, features photo-
graphs of people who lived in Kyleakin, Skye, in the 1950s 
and 1970s and involves artists, Kyleakin Local History 
Society and the Highland Archive, based in Portree.

The images will be on show on March 19 in Kyleakin. 

IT WAS Corners Night for members of Appin SWI when 
they met in Port Appin Hall on Thursday February 18. 

When business had been completed, members could 
either take part in cooking with Myra MacDougall or 
craft with Brenda MacLeod. 

In the cookery corner, Myra, with the help of Jane, 
demonstrated how to make four puddings for one or two 
people. The queen of puddings, chocolate tart, cranachan 
and apple meringue pie were all delicious. 

Brenda, in the craft corner, had a great selection of pin 
cushions on show and everyone managed to make a very 
attractive and usable one to take home.

After tea, the competition results were 
announced as follows: child’s jumper -
gold, Myra MacDougall; silver, Moira Thomson; red, 
Linda MacLeod and Ella Gunn. Valentine flowers - gold, 
Linda MacLeod, silver, Myra MacDougall.

THE COMMUNITY Council min-
utes for the February meeting are as 
follows: 

School update: It is planned to scale 
back on some of the proposals for 
the surrounding roads. There are no 
plans for a disabled drop off. The li-
brary and Caol youth club are getting 
demolished after the school, which 
means there will be parking issues.

Fundraising for Gala day: The date 
for the gala day has been proposed as 
June 25 at the Gaelic school, although 
that has yet to be confirmed. Some 16 
people have volunteered to help with 
fundraising for the event. A couple 
of ideas were brought forward at the 
meeting, including a race night and a 
bingo night. Suggestions for location 
include the Lochy bar and Volunteer 
Arms. The race night would seek to 
involve local businesses in Caol to 
help raise money. A prize bingo night 
is looking to go ahead, but dates are 
yet to be decided. Bag packing at the 
Co-op in Caol was also discussed as a 
means of fundraising. Discretionary 
funding is to be looked into for Co-
op and council etc. Forms are online. 

: Lorraine agreed to 
continue as secretary. Minutes are 
to go to Jane and Lorraine, with all 
correspondence continuing to go to 
Lorraine.

Online communications: John, 
Kirsty and Lorraine are happy to 
continue with the running of the 
Facebook page. It was agreed by all 
members there should be no political 
activity/talk. The Caol community 
website is still up and running – Kirsty 
to discuss website with Sandy. It was 
agreed an email address would be set 
up for members of the community 
to contact the community council 

NA H-EILEANAN AN IAR SNP MP, Angus MacNeil 
has contacted Post Office Ltd following the announce-
ment that the postmaster at the Bayhead Post Office will 
retire in the coming months. 

The Bayhead Post Office is situated within the Trading 
Post on Matheson Road, Stornoway.

Mr MacNeil has kept in touch with Post Office Ltd 
since discussions began surrounding the future of the 
Bayhead Post Office. 

He said: ‘I know Bayhead Post Office offers a fantastic 
service providing support and advice to customers, and 
that people will be anxious to know that plans are in 
place to ensure that this service continues.

‘I have been in contact with Post Office Ltd to ask that 
they consult with the community during this period of 
uncertainty.’

NINE sport coaches have been selected to lead a team 
of athletes from the Western Isles in the 2017 NatWest 
International Games.

The event, which will take place in Gotland, Sweden, 
will see Western Isles athletes from nine different disci-
plines compete in the competition.

The chosen coaches are David Hanlon, swimming; 
Bryan Geddes, golf; Christina MacKenzie, cycling and 
triathlon; Seumas MacTaggart, athletics; Paul Finnegan, 
badminton; Eric MacLeod, men’s football; Euan MacLe-
od, women’s football; and Archie MacVicar, shooting.

CALMAC will change the departure time on two of its 
routes to Islay this summer in order to link up with the 
bus timetable.

The 9.45am ferry from Kennacraig will now leave at 
10am and the 3.15pm will now leave at 3.30pm.

The changes mean that passengers travelling on the 
6.35am and noon buses from Glasgow can make a more 
reliable connection with the ferry to Islay.

A NEW date has been set for a NHS Highland-hosted 
drop-in event after the last one had to be cancelled be-
cause of Storm Gertrude.

The meeting will give members of the public the op-
portunity to discuss the future of health and social care 
services on Skye.

The event, which will now be held at Portree Communi-
ty Centre on Friday March 18, will be attended by senior 
clinicians and managers from NHS Highland and a num-
ber of partner agencies, including Alzheimer Scotland, 
the Scottish Ambulance Service, the local Transport and 
Access Panel, Skye and Lochalsh Council for Voluntary 
Organisations and Let’s Get on With it (LGOWIT), a 
group that promotes and supports self-management of 
health issues throughout the NHS Highland region.

Dave Thompson, MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Baden-
och, and Ian Blackford MP for Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
will also be at the meeting.

The event will run from 1pm-6pm and posters promot-
ing the event will be distributed around the island. On the 
day, information will be available for people to take away 
and NHS Highland staff will be on hand to discuss any 
queries, concerns or ideas.

Skye

Skye

Islay

Western Isles

Stornoway

Appin

ARISAIG Institute held its meeting 
on February 18. 

The speaker was Sooz, who gave a 
talk on aromatherapy. 

Members were all relaxed thanks to 
the beautiful aromas of various oils 
and two ladies were treated to a mas-
sage. After refreshments, business 
was conducted. Competitions: home-

made corsage: 1 June Cairns, 2 Vera 
MacDonald, 3 Bridget Moynihan. 
Favourite perfume bottle: 1 Yvonne 
MacDonald, 2 Vera MacDonald, 
3 Bridget Moynihan. The raffle 
winner was Yvonne MacDonald.
The next meeting will be on March 
17 in the Astley Hall at 2.30pm. New 
members most welcome.

Arisaig

Plockton

Tiree

Caol

MORE than 100 people, including 
school pupils, villagers and visitors, 
took part in the Walkers are Wel-
come launch event in Kinlochleven.

On the morning of Friday February 
12, primary and nursery school 
pupils, together with at least 20 addi-
tional walkers, took the route around 
the pier walk.

The afternoon saw three groups 
from Kinlochleven High School set 
off on their chosen walks, with the 
‘eco warriors’ donning their hi-vis 
waistcoats and armed with litter-pick-
ers and bags, clearing litter as they 
walked.  

Rebecca Machin, head teacher at 

Youngsters are encouraging walkers to come to Kinlochleven and spent the day out walking, as well as helping to tidy up 
ahead of welcoming visitors to the area.

Pupils walk the walk to welcome visitors

A TEAM of Gaelic-speaking entrepre-
neurs from Plockton high school has 
raised an amazing £1,642.59 for the 
Highland Hospice. 

The group from Gaelic and Gaelic me-
dium classes came second in the Young 
Highland Apprentice competition, run by 
Highland Hospice, and were commended 
by judges for their innovative products. 

The team made a range of products, 
including Christmas ‘keepsake’ cards, 
filled mason drinking jars, filled Kilner 
jars, Harris Tweed clocks made from LPs 
and lovely wooden signs.

All proceeds went to the charity, which 
provides specialist palliative care to 
adults with life limiting disease from 
across the area. 

The youngsters were given £250 start-
up cash in August and were tasked with 
making as much money as possible for 
the hospice. The competition finished on 
Tuesday February 9 when the teams made 

20-minute presentations about their hard 
work to a panel of judges. The teams were 
judged on how much money they raised, 
their presentations and the creativity of 
their business activities.

Mairi Dinan, 17, manager of team 
‘Lasair’ was delighted with the amount of 
money they raised. 

She said: ‘We are thrilled to have raised 
so much money for such a great cause. 
All the team worked really hard and we 
would like to thank everyone that helped 
us make our enterprise such a success. It 
was a great experience and I would highly 
recommend it to others.’

Mrs Galloway, rector of Plockton High 
School, said: ‘This has been an excellent 
opportunity for our pupils to demonstrate 
their entrepreneurial qualities in raising 
such a great sum of money for the High-
land Hospice and I am very proud of their 
commitment to the activity – ’s math a 
rinn iad uile!’

TIREE pupils have raised more than 
£1,000 for the British Heart Foundation, 
with money still coming in.

Primary healthy eating raised £61.80, 
Allan MacArthur raised £130, Kieran 
MacDonald, Ruth MacIntosh, and Kath-
leen Munn raised more than £50; Innes 
MacKinnon, Skye Gunn, Finlay MacKin-
non and Sophie Kavanagh raised £50 and 
Aran Khetrat raised £85. This is a great 

achievement and shows what a generous 
community Tiree is and how good the 
pupils are at getting sponsorship.

The next big charity event is Sports Re-
lief week, which takes place from Monday 
March 14-18. 

All primary pupils will be challenged to 
run/jog/walk a mile at the start of school 
every day that week. Pupils will be given a 
sponsor form next week. 

high school, said: ‘It was a lovely, 
productive way to spend the after-
noon; exercise and environmental 
action combined with good company 
and lovely weather. As always our 
youngsters worked hard and were 
very enthusiastic litter pickers. 

‘Their only complaint was that we 
didn’t have enough time to clean up 
to their very high standards, but I 
know I have plenty of volunteers for 
next time.’

Walkers are Welcome is a nation-
wide initiative to encourage towns 

and villages to be ‘welcoming to 
walkers’.

The high school pupils chose three 
walks – Grey Mare’s waterfall, Leven 
bridges and the pier walk.

Marion Smith, development officer 
for Kinlochleven Community Trust, 
said: ‘We were delighted with the 
turn out for the launch event. Despite 
the cold weather everyone was in 
great spirits; even the youngest ones 
made the whole walk without any 
complaints. This bodes very well for 
the festival in September.’  

The Walk Kinlochleven Festival 
will be held in and around the village 
from September 22 to 25.

directly.
Finance report: There is currently 

£8,809 in the bank; £4,000 of this is 
for the gala day. 

: The council 
agreed to send all suggested names 
for the library to High Life Highland 
as it will be making the final decision. 
John West, principal library manager, 
has confirmed there has been anoth-
er name brought forward. Another 
suggestion, if naming of the library is 
not an option, is to have a memorial 
garden or name one of the rooms 
after the names brought forward. 

Play park update: It is currently 
being argued that a play park should 
be located at Banavie Road, instead 
of the shore front, as it is a lot safer. 
Damian MacDonald is to be invited 
to a future meeting to update on the 
play park. 

A suggestion was brought forward 
about having a memory tree for the 
public to go to and tie something to, 
for example a wooden butterfly in 
memory of someone they knew. Local 
charities could be asked to make the 
wooden butterfly, etc for the public to 
put on the tree.

: The council wants 
the community to have their say and 
get involved. A way of supporting this 

idea is to have a drop box located in 
Caol. The reason for this is, if people 
aren’t happy, members of the council 
can then create the opportunity to set 
up a meeting with relevant people to 
try and resolve any issues. The regu-
lar date when the drop box would be 
emptied should be clearly stated on 
front of the box so the public know 
when their query/issue will be seen 
and dealt with, along with the email 
address for those who want to email.

It was suggested that Sammy’s chip 
shop would be an ideal location. The 
council will contact  Sammy to ask. 
The name of drop box suggestion 
was, Community Council – Have 
Your Say.

Fort William new Belford hospital 
meeting: Lorraine attended, John 
would also like to attend the steering 
group. 

Future events: The hiring of mar-
quees was discussed. Stephen is to 
contact Ben Nevis race committee. It 
was also suggested the council could 
offer catering facilities for future 
events.

: 
Liam enquired about renting pitch 
for football. He was advised to speak 
to Laura at LAD or VAL (Voluntary 
Action Lochaber).

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Snow days and old days leap into 
the dead month of March
JUDGING by the volume of mail I receive, it seems an 
interest in the old days and the Highland way of life, 
which I often write about in these columns, is as strong 
now as it ever was. 

This is despite of social media - or could it be because 
of it - coupled, perhaps, with the old saying about today’s 
news being tomorrow’s fish and chip wrapping - with no 
disrespect to my hard-working colleagues in The Oban 
Times.

Snow used to feature a lot in local folklore probably 
because of some deep-rooted primeval link with our 
earth-worshipping ancestors; more likely it was because 
it carried people off to the graveyard in greater numbers 
than at any other time of the year, particularly in com-
munities far from the sea coast where living conditions 
were harsher and food less plentiful.

March is still referred to in some parts of the High-
lands and Islands as ‘the dead month’ on account of the 
number of deaths that occur among domestic and wild 
animals, especially deer and wild goats. 

The word ‘March’ comes from the Roman word ‘Mar-
tius’ named after ‘Mars’, the Roman god of war. The 
Anglo-Saxons called it ‘Hraed Monath’, the stormy or 
rugged month. March used to be the first month of the 
year until 1582 when the Julian calendar was replaced 
by the Gregorian one which we use today. 

Sayings, such as ‘the lambing snow’ and ‘the cuckoo 
snow’, are still widely heard in farming communities 
throughout Argyll. 

There is a proud boast among Clan Cameron, by way 
of promoting their longevity in Lochaber, that should 
the snow ever leave the slopes of Ben Nevis, which they 
owned from time immemorial, their chief would lose his 
lands. An unlikely event on Scotland’s highest mountain 
and more a euphemism for ‘Whae daur meddle wi me’, 
but with the threat of global warming and land reform 
these days might change all that. 

Be that as it may, much of Ben Nevis is now owned by 
the John Muir Trust and Donald Cameron of Lochiel is 
still safely ensconced in Achnacarry.

A story is told of the Macintyres who inhabited Glen 
Noe. The original home of the Macintyres was in the 
Hebrides, some say Skye, others Islay. 

Forced to leave, they arrived in Argyll with their cattle 
and wandered around homeless until they helped an 
ancient hag blessed with supernatural powers who told 
them they were to make their new home where a white 
cow in their herd lay down in a spot she had chosen.

This proved to be somewhere in Glen Noe, a long, wild 
glen between Loch Awe and Glen Kinglass, under the 
shadow of mighty Ben Cruachan. Here they remained 
for more than 500 years. 

Ben Cruachan and its snow-covered peaks.

FORMER pupils and staff are being invited to an open 
day at the Margaret Carnegie Hostel in Portree, Isle of Skye, 
this Saturday March 5 from 11am–4pm. 

Opened in 1933-34, the hostel was originally for girls at-
tending Portree high school whose homes were too far from 
school to travel on a daily basis. 

The building was originally the poorhouse for the parish 
and operated as such from 1860 until it was taken over by the 
Carnegie Foundation in 1933. 

It continued to be operated as a residence for girls until it 
recently became a mixed unit for boys and girls. 

The residence will close in April and the young people will 
move to the newly refurbished building that was formerly the 
Elgin Hostel. 

The open day is intended to allow former pupils and staff 
to take a final walk down memory lane. Teas and coffees will 
be provided throughout the day.

They did not own the glen but had a tack, or a lease 
as it was called in these days, from the Campbells of 
Glenorchy and Breadalbane. Their rent, payable on 
Midsummer’s Day, was a fat, white calf and a snowball 
gathered that day from the top of Coire an t-Sneachda 
which lies a little way below the summit of Ben Cru-
achan (3,694 feet). 

For some reason, now lost, failure to produce the 
snowball would result in the end of their tenancy. 

As the Macintyres always had at least one white cow 
running among their cattle and plenty of fit young men 
to collect the snowball, they were able to fulfil their 
obligation. 

Each year at a ceremony held by a huge, flat boulder 
called ‘Clach an Laoigh Bhiata’ (the Stone of the Fatted 
Calf) in Glen Noe, the calf was killed and shared be-
tween the Macintyres and the estate representative as a 
token of their mutual esteem and for their stewardship 
of the glen.

The unique arrangement continued for generations 
until the Breadalbane family fell on hard times and the 
factor imposed a money rent in place of the fat calf and 
the snowball. 

The rent was increased many times until finally, in 
1806, Duncan Macintyre, the last of the old chiefs, died 
and his family had to give up their tenancy of the glen as 
they could no longer afford to pay it. 

Much later, in order to eke out a living in the neigh-
bourhood, the Macintyres came to an arrangement with 
the Breadalbanes who, anxious to maintain the ancient 
link between the two families, allowed them to carry on 
grazing a few head of cattle elsewhere on the estate in 
return for a peppercorn rent and the traditional snow-
ball. Although the Breadalbanes, whose estates in 1915 
still stretched from Loch Tay to Seil in the west, were 
forced to sell up thanks to a family curse and gambling 
debts, the arrangement was passed to their successors.

Rumour has it that some of old Duncan Macintyre’s 
descendants still pay a small monetary rent but, thanks 
to global warming, the snowballs are collected in the 
winter and kept in a deep freeze until Midsummer’s 
Day. 

As the Irish say, ‘It is a poor story that doesn’t improve 
in the telling’. I suspect this may be one of them.

Portree
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THE ANNUAL general 
meeting of the Association of 
Deer Management Groups 
(ADMG), the organisation 
representing those who man-
age Scotland’s upland red deer, 
took place at Kingussie on 
Friday February 26.

Attended by almost 200 deer 
forest managers, owners, and 

other representatives from 
the sector, there was much 
discussion in connection with 
the Land Reform (Scotland) 
Bill and its elements relating 
to deer including the rein-
troduction of sporting rates 
and additional powers for 
Scottish Natural Heritage to 
intervene where the voluntary 

system is not working. Time 
was also devoted to the forth-
coming review of Scotland’s 
Deer Management Groups 
(DMGs) to take place in the 
autumn when DMGs will 
demonstrate that they have 
made progress on a number 
of fronts including delivery of 
sustainable deer management 

in the public interest. A study 
was commissioned by ADMG, 
the Lowland Deer Network 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association to 
assess the current contribution 
of deer management to the 
Scottish economy. 

Among its conclusions were 
that £140.8m of expenditure 

in Scotland is reliant on deer 
management of which £43.1m 
is directly due to deer manage-
ment activities.  

The study also found that 
there are 2,532 jobs in deer 
management of which 1,372 
were paid, and equate to an 
estimated at 845 full time 
equivalent.

THE UNIVERSITY of the 
Highlands and Islands’ budget 
has been cut by £1.2million, 
but it does anticipate any job 
losses. 

The Scottish Government 
took the axe to teaching and 
research in this year’s funding 
settlement for the Scottish 
Funding Council, which this 
year must share £915million – 
a drop of £29million or 3.3 per 
cent from 2015-16 – among 25 
higher education institutions 

in Scotland. The reductions, 
announced in Finance 
Secretary John Swinney’s draft 
budget, have led to fears of 
falling standards in teaching 
and research fields, and job 
losses as universities try and 
find ways to save cash. 

The figures will be finalised 
once Holyrood passes the 
Budget Bill. Facing the biggest 
percentage cuts are Edinburgh 
and Glasgow Universities, 
where overall funding is 

falling by £6.1 million and £4.9 
million respectively, Aberdeen 
University, down £2.7 million, 
and Dundee University, £2.5 
million.

The University of the 
Highlands and Islands (UHI) 
had its grant for teaching, 
research and innovation cut by 
£1.3million from last year, with 
an overall drop to its budget of 
£1.2million, from £38,971,877 
in 2015-16 to £37,773,474 in 
2016-17 – a drop of 3.1 per cent.

A spokesman for the UHI, 
which encompasses 13 colleges 
and research centres and 
70 learning centres, told us: 
‘These indicative figures will 
be used to plan our provision 
for the academic year 2016-17. 

‘The University of the 
Highlands and Islands has 
received a reduction in grants 
for teaching, research and 
innovation but at a sector 
average value. 

‘We will be planning to 

minimise any effect on 
teaching. 

‘We are carrying out a 
detailed analysis of the impact 
of the reduction in funding and 
the options available.

‘We do not anticipate any 
job losses as a result of this 
reduction in funding, although 
as the university is a partnership 
of 13 independent colleges and 
research institutions, the final 
decision would lie with them as 
they employ their own staff.’

A £1.1 MILLION Voluntary Ac-
tion Fund has been launched 
to help organisations create 
new or enhanced volunteer 
projects. 

Third Sector organisations 
working in Scotland, with 
an annual income of under 
£250,000, can apply for up 
to £10,000 for a Volunteering 
Support Grant.

Organisations will be expect-
ed to recruit at least 15 addition-
al volunteers (especially those 
who are disadvantaged), and 
provide opportunities for both 
current and new volunteers 
to benefi t from a meaningful 
volunteering experience, such 
as training, learning new skills, 
and increased participation in 
their local community.

Details about eligibility, plus 
the application form and guid-
ance notes, can be download-
ed from the Voluntary Action 
Fund website. Applications 
should be submitted by March 
31.

OBAN Access Panel wants 
Obanites to get involved in 
promoting National Disabled 
Access Day and is encourag-
ing disabled people and their 
families living in Oban, Lorn, 
North Argyll and the islands 
to get involved.

The aim of the day on 
Saturday March 12 is to raise 
awareness of the need for a 
disabled-friendly environment 
to help disabled people to 
participate fully in their 
community and to encourage 
disabled people and their 
families to go out and about 
and even try out somewhere 
they have never been before.   

Fiona Morrison of the Oban 
and District Disability Access 
Panel said: ‘As supporters of 
National Disabled Access Day 
we would like to encourage 
disabled people to take 
part and try out somewhere 
new on Saturday – weather 
permitting.  

‘Once you have visited 
a venue, you can upload a 
review to Euan’s Guide: www.
euansguide.com. 

‘Our panel’s area covers the 
whole of Oban and North 
Argyll and the islands. We are 
constantly looking to recruit 
new members who are either 
disabled themselves, are 
carers, or have an interest in 
disabled access. 

‘In particular, we need 
disabled people who can 
report first-hand experiences 
and help us in our endeavours 
to create a more equal world 
for disabled people. 

‘We work closely with Argyll 
and Bute Council on new 
developments such as the new 
town enhancement scheme. 

‘We are a friendly crowd. 
We meet every second month 
in Oban and if you can join 
us you will be made very 
welcome.’

A NATIONAL charity is urging 
people to give up tea and 
coff ee and only drink water 
for the day on March 10 in 
support of World Kidney Day.

National Kidney Federation 
is asking people to ditch 
the hot drinks and spare a 
thought for all the people 
who suff er from kidney dis-
ease. In the UK, two million 
people currently suff er with 
kidney problems.  Collection 
boxes can be obtained by 
calling 01909 544999 or to 
donate text ‘WKDA16 £3’ to 
70070.

New projects can 
access grant cash

Appeal to support 
World Kidney Day

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

University hopes to avoid job losses 
despite budget being cut by £1.2m 

A LOCHABER high school 
pupil’s essay won him first 
prize in a writing competition.

Keir Gibson impressed 
judges of The Lochaber 
Rotary Club’s annual writing 
competition. This year’s 
topic was on the competing 
demands for charity funds.

Joint runners-up were 
Josh McFatridge and Jaynie 
Ireland, both from Lochaber 
high.

Rotary club president, Terry 
Lee, said: ‘The standard of 
writing was extremely high 
and the pros and cons put 
forward were well argued and 
credible. I extend my congrat-
ulations to Keir, Jaynie and 
Josh. 

‘They all have a talent for 
writing.’  Rotary Club president Terry Lee with Jaynie Ireland, Josh McFatridge, Keir Gibson and rotarian John Goodall.   

Cost of deer management estimated at £140m

Talented 
Keir tops 
writing
contest

Get involved with 
Oban Access Panel 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

The messages 
I have been 
getting are 
unbelieveable 
”

Frances O’Connell

TIMESLINE

THE WORLD’S largest indoor 
ice climbing centre is to reopen 
on March 18, seven months 
after it was gutted by a fi re.

Ice Factor Kinlochleven 
closed in July last year follow-
ing a fi re in the sauna area of 
the 120-year-old building.

Owner Jamie Smith said: 
‘After a huge eff ort by all of the 
team I’m proud to announce an 
even bigger and better Ice Fac-
tor Kinlochleven will reopen.

‘I’d like to thank our many 
customers for their patience 
and we now look forward to 
welcoming them back before 
Easter for loads of vertical fun.’

A SEARCH involving 37 
people from several mountain 
rescue teams was carried out 
last weekend for two missing 
climbers on Ben Nevis.

Rachel Slater, 24, and Tim 
Newton, 27, have not been seen 
for almost three weeks.

Lochaber, Cairngorm, Dun-
donnell, Oban, Skye teams and 
the Search and Rescue Dog 
Association were all involved 
in the latest search on Saturday. 

Treacherous weather condi-
tions and a risk of avalanches 
have suspended previous 
searches. Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue (LMR) posted on its 

Facebook page: ‘A lot of time 
spent searching and probing 
avalanche debris in various 
locations. Some of the team 
climbed Tower Ridge and 
looked into the top of some of 
climbs on East Flank. 

‘Rachel’s family have been 
overwhelmed by the response 
and the kind thoughts posted 
from all over the world and are 
very grateful. 

‘They were able to see the 
effort going into search first 
hand.’

LMR said searches would 
continue, depending on the 
weather conditions. 

Putting someone in the recovery position, learning CPR and 
using a defi brillator were some of the techniques shown to 
pupils at Gaelic school, Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar. Ally 
MacLeod, who teaches fi rst aid at The Underwater Centre in 

Fort William, led the workshop.

A BUS operator has said it will 
assess the level of a Sunday 
service from Fort William to 
Inverness after it withdrew 
three out of four buses.

Kilmallie Community Coun-
cil said the main impact of the 
cuts is felt at weekends, with the 
only bus leaving Fort William 
for Inverness at 12.15pm and 
one from the city to the town at 
4.45pm.

The community council said 
it would have a large impact 
on weekend family visits and 
visits to friends and relatives in 
Raigmore Hospital.

The group feels the 6.15pm 

bus, in particular, was well 
used. A Citylink representative 
attended Lochaber Transport 
Forum meeting last week. 

A company spokeswoman 
said: ‘The service changes were 
made to better reflect passenger 
demand between Fort William 
and Inverness. However, as 
always, we keep all of our ser-
vices under review and work to 
ensure they are appropriate for 
seasonal levels of demand. 

‘We are assessing the level 
of Sunday service over the 
summer period and expect to 
discuss this with the council in 
the coming weeks.’

POLICE are asking residents to 
be aware of bogus callers after 
a man driving a Ford Transit van 
was seen acting suspiciously at 
a house in Duror.

A resident spoke to the man, 
who asked about doing tarring 
work. When the resident 
declined, he then asked if they 
would like to buy any batteries.

Meanwhile, some members 
of staff  at Glencoe Ski Centre 
had their purses stolen from 
their handbags on the after-
noon of Tuesday February 23. 
Contact police on 101 with any 
information. 

LOCHABER Youth Theatre 
will take to the stage on Mon-
day with its mystery drama, 
Eclipse.

The performance follow six 
friends who are in Cornwall 
to watch the total eclipse in 
1999. It’s during this that an 
incident takes place and the 
group is interviewed by the 
police.

The show is on at Lochaber 
High School on Monday 
March 7 at 7.30pm.  

Police issue bogus 
caller warning 

Youth theatre cast 
takes to the stage 

AN INSPIRATIONAL gran 
who has multiple sclerosis has 
been overwhelmed by the sup-
port and generosity towards a 
fundraising campaign for her 
to have treatment.

Frances O’Connell was 
excited to learn about a po-
tentially breakthrough stem 
cell treatment for people with 
the neurological condition. 
The procedure is only in the 
trial stages in the UK, but is 
available in several parts of the 
world, including Mexico, Swit-
zerland and Russia, costing 
around £40,000.

Frances’ family and friends 
were determined to raise 
money to help her receive, 
what could be, life-changing 
treatment.

In just four weeks, more than 
£3,000 has been pledged to the 
campaign.

Frances, 46, who lives in 
Caol, said: ‘For the first two 
weeks after the fundraising 
started, I would regularly 
break down in tears. The 
messages I’ve been getting are 
unbelievable. People have been 

so kind. It started when I saw 
an article about a woman from 
Inverness who went to Mexico 
to have stem cell treatment. I 
thought, what a positive story, 
and wrote about it on my MS 
blog. 

‘I jokingly said to my husband 
Stewart that was what I wanted 
for my Christmas present. He 
shared it on Facebook and the 
next day my daughter Siobhan 
started a fundraising page.

‘If we could raise a quarter 
of the target, that would be 
awesome.’

Mum-of-two Frances said the 
recent publicity surrounding 

Gran overwhelmed by generous 
support for MS treatment fund   

the stem cell treatment is a 
‘huge breakthrough’ and has 
given her a ‘new lease of life’. 
She hopes it will be the same 
for other people with MS.

Frances was diagnosed with 
the condition when she was 
just 27. 

Determined to retain her 
positive outlook on life, she 
refused to let it get her down 
and continued to do things she 
enjoyed, such as running and 
even competed in marathons.

Frances writes a blog about 
MS and loves working as a 
nursery practioner at Gaelic 
nursery, Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar. However, in the 
last four-and-half-years Franc-
es has noticed a deterioration 
in her symptoms.

She said: ‘It affects everything. 
It varies from day to day and I 
can’t say what I’ll be like tomor-
row. I have to use a stick and the 
worst thing for me is fatigue. It’s 
a horrible illness.’

Frances hopes to go to Mex-
ico for the stem cell treatment 
and has been doing lots of 
research on the procedure.

She added: ‘You can never 
get rid of MS, but I think this 

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Doors reopen at 
climbing centre

Bus service concerns Search continues on Ben

Frances with her fundraising 
team: grand-daughter Kayla, 

daughter Siobhan, grand-daugh-
ter  Carley, and friends Pamela 
Hendry, Karin McGilvery, Kirsty 

Kyle and Kathlene Clelland. 
Photo: John Paul Peebles, 
Abrightside Photography. 

treatment could give you 
another life.

‘It’s aggressive treatment 
and I could be away for two 
months. There’s no guaran-
tees it will work.

‘I just wish it could be done 
in the UK. It would give 

people with MS a real boost.’ 
A number of fundraising events 
have been planned, including a 
race night, Country and Western 
evening and a ladies’ night. For 
more information visit https://
crowdfunding.justgiving.com/
siobhan-duncan
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With primary healthcare across remote and rural Scotland in crisis, Dr 
Miles Mack, chairman of the Scottish Council of the Royal College of 
General Practitioners (RCGP), calls for collective action to ensure those 
areas receive the same levels of healthcare enjoyed by people in cities

ISSUES in recruiting staff for 
doctors at Taynuilt Medical 
Practice or on Mull bring into 
stark relief a crisis in primary 
healthcare across remote and 

rural Scotland. Local services are in 
deepening danger.

The Royal College of General Prac-
titioners (Scotland) has long been 
pointing to these growing problems 
and calling for measures to alleviate 
them.

While general practice across the 
country is facing a huge funding gap, 
issues particular to rural practice 
must have their own solutions. Now 
that the crisis is upon us we need 
strong, collective action to put mat-

Being Rural 

Now the crisis is 
upon us we need 
strong, collective 
action to put 
matters right 

Dr Miles Mack
Chairman of the Scottish 

Council of the Royal College 
of General Practitioners

ters to rights and to be able to wipe 
out present inequalities, ensuring 
rural areas can expect the same levels 
of excellent healthcare enjoyed by 
those in our major cities.

The breadth of work to be done is 
daunting. We need vastly improved 
connectivity for our broadband and 
mobile telephones, transport links fit 
for purpose and improved, targeted 
education. With those factors in place 
we can expect to recruit and hold on 
to more rural GPs, professionals who 
understand and relish the job for the 
exciting and rewarding career that it 
can and should be.

Why do these changes matter? 
Well, how can we expect a rural 

Agenda: the people ● the issues ● the back story

The Royal College of 
General Practitioners 
(Scotland) [RCGP 
Scotland] has expressed 
its disappointment that 

the Scottish Government’s budget 
for 2016/17 failed to provide a step 
towards appropriate funding for 
grassroots general practice services.

Dr Miles Mack said: ‘GPs and 
patients across Scotland will be be-
mused that the Scottish Government 
has confirmed a further reduction 
in the percentage funding share of 
NHS Scotland spending that general 
practice services are to receive. 

‘As we made clear earlier this week, 
GPs, staff and infrastructure have 
seen a decade of chronic underin-
vestment. Currently, patients are 
living with the consequences of that, 

GP to be on call 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week when they live in an 
environment where they are unable 
to leave their home for a few hours in 
case they lose mobile signal when a 
patient is calling with an emergency? 
How can we see more patients when 
it takes a quarter of the consultation 
time just to download and print off a 
prescription? How can your GP meet 
the Professional Development they 
need to be up-to-date when webinars 
and e-learning are off limits? How 
can we train young people from rural 
areas for general practice, those who 
will stay in our communities, when 
the system doesn’t support and en-
courage them adequately?

In 2014 we produced a plan, Being 
Rural, that details what we believe 
needs to be done and how it can be 
achieved. It will take commitment 
and resources from beyond the 
healthcare sector. It will need part-
nerships between government, the 
NHS, other public and private bodies, 
all pulling in the same direction. The 
outcome, though, could be dramatic 
for rural Scotland.

The only model used for the NHS 
white paper of 1944 was the High-
lands and Islands Medical Service, 
introduced 30 years earlier.

It will be to their credit if our leaders 
can see that once again rural Scotland 
can lead where they will wish to go.

Disappointment at lack of 
funding in rural practice

for example, a GP recruitment crisis, 
and having to wait three weeks or 
more to see their doctor.

‘We were encouraged when Mr 
Swinney said in the Scottish Parlia-
ment on February 10 that he would 
reflect on funding for general prac-
tice. He has delivered nothing.

‘We have now seen a full decade of 
loss to the percentage share general 
practice receives from NHS Scotland 
spending. In 2005/06 it was 9.8 per 
cent. The share last year stood at 7.4 
per cent and this budget confirms a 
further decline for 2016/17. Patients 
should ask questions of their repre-
sentatives as to what the plan is for 
general practice in Scotland.

 ‘We have continually warned, in 
private and publicly, that general 
practice simply cannot continue 

along these lines. Scottish Govern-
ment’s plans for more communi-
ty-based care will not be met and 
patient care and safety will now 
suffer. How can the government’s 
own 2020 Vision, which relies so 
heavily on the work of GPs, come 
into being with such an underfunded 
and overworked GP service? 

‘As a result of this persistent 
underfunding we have fewer GPs, 
longer waiting times to see them 
and patients getting by with reduced 
services.

 ‘Since 2014, our Put Patients First: 
Back General Practice campaign has 
been calling for the 11 per cent of 
NHS Scotland funding that general 
practice needs. We know that 71 per 
cent of the electorate agree with us.

‘We called for a relatively small 

and achievable addition to funding 
for this year, an extra 0.5 per cent 
of NHS Scotland spending, to be 
provided directly to grassroots GP 
services. It would have been the right 
thing to do for our patients and for 
the profession as it struggles to cope 
right around the country. 

‘We showed earlier this week how 
this budget meant general practice 
would have missed out on £1.6 billion 
it would have received had funding 
remained at a steady 9.8 per cent 
share of NHS Scotland spending 
over the last 10 years. Unless urgent 
action is taken to reverse this trend 
and increase the share of funding 
received we can only see the pres-
sures general practice is under, and 
the knock-on affects to our patients, 
getting worse.’

Putting plight of Yazidi people in the frame

FIONA BENNETT of The Oban 
Times discusses the plight of the 
Yazidi women with Scottish Secre-
tary David Mundell MP on his visit 
to Phoenix Cinema Oban on tour of 
Argyll and the islands. 

The Yazidi people have been un-
der threat from Islamic fundamen-
talists, who give the monotheists the 

choice of converting to Islam or to 
die. 

Mrs Bennett was instrumental 
in bringing a 22-year-old Yazidi 
woman, Nadia Murad, to the UK to 
speak with parliamentarians prior to 
a visit to the United Nations.

Ms Murad told the parliamen-
tarians how five of her brothers 

were murdered when they would 
not convert to Islam and then the 
subsequent rape of herself and her 
cousins and sisters by members of 
ISIS as punishment for not convert-
ing to Islam. 

Mr Mundell said: ‘I was moved by 
Mrs Bennett’s commitment to rais-
ing the plight of the Yazidi women. 

‘I am going to raise the matter 
again with the prime minister.’

Through a translator on BBC Ra-
dio 4 Today programme, Ms Murad 
said she was concerned that while 
many people were shocked and 
upset by her situation,  no-one as yet 
had really tried to address the issues 
facing the Yazidi people.

Mrs Bennett with Scottish Secretary David Mundell at the Phoenix Cinema in Oban last Friday. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Views sought 
on tail docking
THE Scottish Government is seek-
ing views on allowing exemptions to 
its ban on docking dogs’ tails, writes 
Sandy Neil.

The practice of removing part or 
all of a dog’s tail by surgical excision 
or constricting its blood supply was 
banned in Scotland in 2007 except 
for veterinary treatment, where the 
tail is injured or diseased.  

Exemptions already exist in other 
parts of the UK, and Holyrood 
recently launched a 12-week consul-
tation asking if vets can also dock 
the tails of working spaniel and hunt 
point retriever puppies by up to a 
third of their length to reduce the 
risk of more serious injury later in 
life, as highlighted by recent research 
by Glasgow University.

Rural Affairs Secretary Richard 
Lochhead said: ‘Scotland is a nation 
of dog-lovers with some of the high-
est animal welfare standards in the 
world. Protecting dogs from avoida-
ble harm and suffering is the whole 
reason Scotland banned tail docking 
in the first place. But since then it 
has been argued that an exemption 
for specific breeds could help reduce 
the risk of injury to working dogs. 
We are seeking views about a very 
tightly-defined exemption for span-
iels and hunt point retrievers.’

Scottish Gamekeepers Association 
chairman Alex Hogg welcomed 
the announcement: ‘Scottish Gov-
ernment commissioned research 
covering one working season (2011) 
showed spaniels and hunt point 
retrievers whose tail tips were not 
shortened by one third were 15 to 
20 times more likely to sustain a tail 
injury whilst working in thick under-

growth, bramble and forest. The pos-
sible exemption, as we understand 
it, would be targeted specifically at 
the animals in this proven high risk 
category, with a shortening of the tail 
by a vet in the first five days of a pup’s 
life being undertaken to protect 
those dogs from avoidable harm and 
suffering in later life.

‘The research also showed 56 per 
cent of the spaniels in the study 
sustained a tail injury in one working 
season. If a parent was told a medical 
treatment would prevent a one-in-
two chance of their child from con-
tracting a harmful condition in later 
life, taking this preventative action 
would be viewed as in the interest of 
the child’s wellbeing and we feel the 
welfare of these at-risk dogs deserves 
the same attention.’

However the Dog’s Trust, the UK’s 
largest dog welfare charity, expressed 
its ‘deep regret and disappointment’: 
‘We are opposed to the docking of 
puppies’ tails, believing that puppies 
suffer unnecessary pain as a result of 
docking, and are deprived of a vital 
form of canine expression.

‘We do not believe that there is an 
accurate means by which tail dock-
ing could be genuinely restricted 
to puppies that later go on to be 
working dogs. We would consider 
such an exemption to be a significant 
loophole in the legislation as it would 
be impossible to differentiate be-
tween genuine owners or breeders of 
working dogs and those who simply 
say that the puppies will go on to be 
working dogs when, in fact, they just 
want the procedure performed on 
the animal.’

The consultation runs until May 3.

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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‘NEVER have we faced such 
a massive budget gap to close,’ 
were the words delivered in a 
speech by Highland Council 
budget leader councillor Bill 
Fernie as a further £30 million 
of cuts were made.

The amount of savings 
expected for 2016/17 soared 
last year, rising from £4.5m 
to £40m. In December it was 
revealed there would be an 
£18.3m cut in funding from the 
Scottish Government.

Highland Council is the 
largest geographical local 
government area in the UK.

Councillor Fernie said: ‘The 
goal posts have been changed 
all the time, but I would con-
tend that with the scale of this, 
the goal posts have actually 

WHERE some of the £29.67m 
cuts will be made:

In care and learning, £8m will 
be saved, including £4.1m to 
NHS Highland adult services.

Voluntary redundancies 
total 275, including 37 senior 
managers, saving £10.5m a 
year. The 12.5m cost of the re-
dundancies will come from the 

council’s emergency reserves.
The finance department will 
be reduced by £2.45m.

A total of £2.4m will be re-
duced from community servic-
es, including bringing forward 
increases in burial, cremation 
and lair charges, scheduled 
for the next three years, saving 
£633,000 in 2016/17.

Burial charges will increase 
from £638 in 15/16 to £970 in 
16/17; cremations from £638 to 
£849, and lair purchase from 
£566 to £753.

The public toilets in Fort 
William could be under threat 
as the council reviews its public 
conveniences in a bid to save 
£250,000.

It will be looking at closures, 
operating amendments and 
replacement with Highland 
Comfort Schemes and/or 
transfer to third parties.

In development and infra-
structure services, £2m will be 
saved while £970,000 will be 
cut from corporate develop-
ment.

THE SNP opposition group 
put forward alternative savings 
which were accepted by coun-
cillors at the budget meeting. 

Councillor Maxine Smith, 
leader of the SNP group, 
said: ‘It is a difficult to make 
such savage cuts. As the 
opposition, we felt it was our 
duty to scrutinise these and 
remove the most devastating 

suggested savings. We focused 
on the cuts that would affect 
the poor or vulnerable such as 
the deprived area funding and 
Women’s Aid.’ 

The following areas were pro-
tected from the chop: criminal 
justice (£20,000), Women’s Aid 
(£40,000), children’s commis-
sioned services (£199,000), 
street cleansing (£100,000), 

airstrips at Plockton, Broadford 
and Dornoch (£28,000), play 
areas maintenance (£112,000), 
employability (£250,000), de-
prived area funding (£440,000), 
Blythswood and New Start 
(£50,000), Gaelic arts, includ-
ing The Mod and Blas Festival 
(£19,000), homelessness 
housing support (£82,000) 
and NHS suicide prevention 

(£20,000). Replacement savings 
would come from: film budget 
(£50,000), further reduction of 
agency staff (£167,779), grants 
and training (£10,000), new 
model of managing sickness ab-
sence (£500,000), schools’ ener-
gy incentives (£531,221), Eden 
Court (£41,000) and corporate 
communication restructuring 
(£60,000).

Margaret Davidson, leader 
of the Independent council 

administration, said the 
council will continue to face 

challenging budgets.

THE LIB DEM group of Highland 
Council’s alternative budget 
proposals package was reject-
ed. It included a £1m poverty 
fund to protect the most vul-
nerable in the community.

Leader of the group Councillor 
Alasdair Christie said: ‘We tried 
to protect children, vulnerable 
adults, the elderly and disabled.

‘It is a small achievement and 
residents will still feel the pain 
of these unnecessary budget 
cuts across services. It could 
have been so diff erent.’

IT WILL be several months until 
a review of the under-threat Loch-
aber smelter and hydro-electric 
power station is complete, MSPs 
have been told.

Rhoda Grant and David Stewart, 
who represent the Highlands and 
Islands, met with bosses of Rio 
Tinto in the Scottish Parliament 
last week.

The company is carrying out a 
review of its assets in Fort William 
and Kinlochleven. 

Mrs Grant said as well as the 
company’s review, organisations 
such as Highland Council and 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
were looking at how they could help 
maximise the company’s assets.

She added: ‘I left the meeting 

reassured that the company rec-
ognised the plant’s value, both to 
its own operation and to the com-
munity in Lochaber. The smelter, 
the associated land and operations 
are a valuable asset. I am pleased 
they are also speaking to other 
organisations about maximising 
these assets.

‘But it is likely to be several 
months until the company will be 
able to consult more widely on 
its options for the future. We im-
pressed on Rio Tinto how much the 
company is valued in Lochaber. We 
will be keeping in touch with both 
Rio Tinto and the unions as this 
process continues and we will be 
doing everything we possibly can to 
keep the smelter in Fort William.’

PUPILS at Lochyside primary 
enjoyed making plenty of noise 
during a drumming workshop.

The school was visited by 
Steve Sharpe from Drumfun, 
which provides individually 
tailored, hands on, interactive 
drumming programmes and 
workshops.

Nursery children and all 
classes took part in the ses-
sions. Head teacher Violet 
Smith said Drumfun was al-
ways one of the most popular 
workshops.

P7 pupils enjoyed dancing, 
percussion activities as well as 
drumming with Steve Sharpe.

THE BUDGET meeting had a 
dramatic end when Council-
lor Donnie Mackay resigned 
from the ruling Independent 
administration.

Mr Mackay, who represents 
Thurso, said: ‘I have listened 
to the budget and I’m not 
impressed with it and the 
poverty that’s going to put 
on people.’

Mr Mackay’s resignation 
leaves the independent 
group with 31 councillors.

Lochaber Air Cadets are fl ying high after raising £1,065 during a bingo 
night. The money will allow the staff  and cadets to use it for upcoming 

training and events. Fight Lieutenant Walter Liddell, commanding offi  cer 
1730 squadron, would like to thank the committee, staff  and cadets for all 

their hard work in hosting a prize bingo at the Caol Community Centre.
He added: ‘A special thanks to all the staff  at the centre for assisting us and 

to all those in Lochaber who donated gifts and prizes.’

TRANSPORT Scotland has 
submitted plans for a new 
cycle bridge in Onich.

The planning application 
is for a 28m-long pre-fabri-
cated steel cycle bridge with 
timber deck over Abhainn 
Righ water.

TIMESLINE

been moved right off the park.
‘We thought things might 

not be as bad until we reached 
December when we had this 
disastrous settlement from the 
Scottish Government, which 
none of us had expected. 

‘We can’t ignore the need to 
raise taxes and avoid further 
damaging cuts to services, 
whether that’s in the council 
tax or another form of taxa-
tion.’

Councillor Fernie said the 
administration’s budget group 
took feedback from the public 
when setting the budget and 
has tried to protect education 
and children’s services as well 
as roads maintenance.

Cuts of more than £10m were 
agreed in December with the 

remaining £29.6m decided at 
last week’s budget meeting.
One of the biggest savings 
will come from the voluntary 
redundancy of 341 members of 
staff (275 full-time equivalent) 
including 37 senior managers.

Speaking at the council meet-
ing, council leader Margaret 
Davidson said: ‘This is a day of 
change for Highland. 

‘The role of the council will 
change from here on in our 
communities. This is only year 
one of four but it will continue 
with the same underpinning 
austerity, we can promise that.

‘We still have a big budget 
- £554m and £100m worth of 
capital spend. That is good 
money to spend in Highland 
and we will do that.’

MSPs told Lochaber smelter 
review will take months 

Council battles to bridge massive 
funding gap with budget changes 

Groups delighted 
with lottery cash  

Fort’s Underwater 
Centre recognised  

Group’s alternative 
package rejected

Dramatic end as 
councillor resigns    Cuts to be made across a wide range of departments

Opposition SNP group puts forward alternative savings
What do you 
think of the 

budget? Email 
fort@obantimes.

co.uk

Lochyside
pupils enjoy 
drumming
workshop

Cars targeted in 
Fort and Mallaig  

PARENTS are delighted with 
a decision not to close four 
island primary schools and 
replace it with one new school.

Sheriff James Tierney, of 
Portree Sheriff Court, ruled 
in favour of the School Clo-
sure Review Panel to refuse 
consent for a new community 
school in North West Skye at 
Dunvegan to replace the cur-
rent primaries at Dunvegan, 
Edinbane, Knockbreck and 
Struan.

Highland Council’s contro-
versial plans were ‘called in’ by 
the Scottish Government last 
year and referred to the panel, 
which turned them down. The 
council challenged the panel’s 
decision in court. 

The Campaign for Skye’s 
Rural Schools Facebook page 
said: ‘Once more we hope that 
the Highland Council will now 
respect the decision of the re-
view panel and now the court, 
cease its attempts to close 
rural schools in the Highlands 
and in future carry out mean-
ingful public consultations.’

Dave Thompson, MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
is also pleased with the deci-
sion. He said: ‘I am delighted 
that sense has prevailed and the 
concerns of parents have been 
listened to.  It will come as very 
welcome news to parents and 
it is heartening to know that 
Scottish Government has lis-
tened on this matter, and better 
still, that an established legal 
outcome has been reached.’

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the education, 
children and adult services 
committee, said: ‘The council 
is disappointed. We remain 
committed to providing the 
highest quality of education 
to the children of north west 
Skye.’

AN ARMY cadet from 
Fort William took part in 
a massed bands concert 
in Wales.

Cadet Corporal Jodie 
Standen, 14, was one of 
eight cadets from 1st Bat-
talion the Highlanders, 
who was performing as 
part of the Army Cadet 
Force Pipes and Drums 
in the 19th Rorke’s Drift 
Concert at the Theatr 
Brycheiniog in Brecon.

This was the first time 
that the pipes and drums, 
who were invited down 
as guest performers, had 
been asked to attend the 
concert, where they took 
24 band members.

YOUNG people are celebrating 
receiving cash from the Big 
Lottery Fund’s Awards for All 
scheme.

Kinlochlovin’, which aims to 
advance education, citizenship 
and community development 
for young people in the 
Kinlochleven High School 
catchment area, has been giv-
en £7,000 to buy sports equip-
ment for a range of lunchtime 
and after school activities.

Plockton High School has also 
received a  £6,244 for sports 
equipment.

Dave Thompson, MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
is delighted the groups have 
received the funding. 

A CAR tyre was deliberately 
punctured and had its 
windscreen chipped and 
scratched while parked in Fort 
William.

The vandalism took place in 
Kennedy Road between 8pm 
on Friday February 19 and 
9.30am the following morning.

In a separate incident, a 
vehicle was damaged after 
being scratched along its side 
when it was parked in Lovat 
Slipway, Mallaig, between 5pm 
on Friday February 26 and 
9.15am the next day.

ONE OF the world’s leading 
subsea training and trials 
centres based in Fort William 
has been named as one of 
London Stock Exchange’s 
‘1,000 Companies to Inspire 
Britain’. 

The Underwater Centre, 
which is based at the shore of 
the seawater loch, Loch Linn-
he, has an extensive onshore 
and off shore site where there 
are a large range of vessels 
and equipment and a team of 
expert staff  and instructors 
delivering subsea training, 
testing and research work for 
clients across many sectors.  

To be included in the list, 
companies needed to show 
consistent revenue growth 
over a minimum of three 
years, signifi cantly outper-
forming their industry peers. 

Court rules 
against
school plan

New cycle bridge 
planned in Onich 

Cadet hits 
right note

Argyll Reinforcements

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission 
Plc (SHE Transmission) intends to 
reinforce the existing transmission 
network in Argyll to enable renewable 
energy to connect to the network  
and enhance security of supply. 

We will be holding public exhibitions  

in regards to three projects, two  

of which are new:

–  Inveraray to Crossaig overhead  

line replacement project

–  New substation located near 

Ardbrecknish and new overhead  

line to Dalmally (new)

–  Replacement overhead line between 

Taynuilt and Ardbrecknish (new)

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc

Exhibitions

Location Venue Date Time

Inveraray The George Hotel Tues 8 March 14:00 – 19:30

Dalmally Community Centre Weds 9 March 14:00 – 19:30

Taynuilt Village Hall Thurs 10 March 14:00 – 19:00

Kilchrenan Village Hall Tues 15 March 14:00 – 19:30

Portsonachan Village Hall Weds 16 March 14:00 – 19:30

Skipness Village Hall Thurs 17 March 14:00 – 19:30

Tarbert Village Hall Tues 22 March 14:00 – 19:30

Lochgilphead Argyll Inn Wed 23 March 14:00 – 19:30

For further details about the project please visit our website: www.ssepd.co.uk 

or contact our Community Liaison Manager, Kelly Scott on 0734 202 6270  

or Kelly.Scott2@sse.com.

We will be holding public exhibitions on the following dates where we warmly 

welcome members of the public to find out more and comment on the proposals. 

Taynuilt
Dalmally

Inveraray

132kV

Lochgilphead

Ardrishaig

Tarbert

Crossaig

Isle of Arran

N
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Three-weekly bin 
collection concern
Sir,
I was surprised to read in The Oban 
Times of February 11 that one of the 
savings to be made in next year’s 
budget would be achieved with the 
introduction of a three-weekly rub-
bish bin collection cycle as opposed 
to the current two-weekly cycle.

This reduction in service will affect 
almost every householder in the 
council’s area and the implications 
include:

 Smelly bins in the summer
 A dramatic increase in fly tipping
 Lack of capacity for large house-

holds
 Great difficulties for older and 

frail people in moving increasingly 
heavy bins     

With these proposed changes, risk 
assessments could be relevant?

Perhaps the council, which seems 
to have singularly failed to consult 
with stakeholders on this matter, 
should think again.

D M McKiddie, Oban.

Day respite centre 
needed on Mull

Sir,
I can sympathise with Mr Dickinson 
from Dervaig regarding the prob-
lems he has caring for his wife. 

From my own experience there is 
virtually no assistance available on 
Mull.

I cared for my wife, who had Par-
kinson’ Disease, which was a round-
the-clock job and very exhausting 
both mentally and physically. 

After nearly 60 years together I 
could never leave her in a care home. 
Eventually I managed to get a pack-
age which provided an inflexible five 
hours per week and so was virtually 
useless. This was so complicated that 
I was advised to consult a lawyer 
before signing the papers for this.

The care centre in Craignure has 
one bed available for short-term 
use which must be booked well in 
advance. 

While the staff there were very kind 

and caring, my wife declared that she 
would rather die than go back there.

This, in fact, is what happened, as 
she died on the day she was booked 
in for a short respite break.

What is required is a day-care 
service that could be used to allow 
the carer enough time for a short trip 
to Oban, for example. There would 
have to be enough flexibility built in 
to allow for an overnight stay if the 
boat fails to sail back to Mull on the 
same day.

A representative of NHS Highland 
told me there was such a centre in 
Craignure which she had seen in 
operation. I am not sure she even 
knew where Craignure was!

The main source of support, which 
was of great assistance to both of us, 
came from a specialist nurse who 
came from Oban nearly every week.

This is a subject which highlights 
a growing problem as medical and 
other services are reorganised to 
suit mainland-based organisations 
with no knowledge of the realities of 
island life.

Bruce Blackadder, Tobermory.

Terrible decision to 
axe mobile library

Sir,
I have just been to our mobile library 
and learned that, although it hasn’t 
been made official, in as much as our 
librarian hasn’t been told, we are to 
lose it.  

This is a terrible decision on the 
part of the people who are supposed 
to look after our needs.  

The mobile library service on Mull 
is the most visited of the four in 
Argyll and Bute, yet we are to lose 
it.  How can this be? Islay is the least 
used yet they are keeping theirs.  
Why?

There are so many house-bound, 
elderly people who rely on our 
service and they are given extra help 
by our caring librarian who selects 
books and takes them in to folk who 
can’t get out.  

How on earth are these people to 
get their books when the service is 
taken from us?  

The council will say we can use the 

Oban library but there are so many 
of us who just can’t get there.  They 
will say we can get books through 
technology but we just don’t have the 
eyesight to rely on that.  The council 
has also decided in its ‘wisdom’ to 
do away with school librarians. This 
in an era when our children are the 
slowest developers in decades.  

Yet they are prepared to bus chil-
dren all over the country to learn 
Gaelic, which I applaud, but what 
happens when they leave school?  
What use will it be to them then?  
What opportunities will there be to 
even use it, let alone earn a living 
from it.  To top it all off, the council 
has voted to keep...the hanging bas-
kets. Yay!   

I could go on and on but I know 
there will be nothing we folk whose 
opinions don’t count can do about it.

Ruth Hawke, Highwater, Aros,
Mull.

Growing cash crisis 
facing Argyll farmers 

Sir,
There is a growing crisis affecting 
our rural economy which is being 
starved of half a billion pounds 
worth of funding because of the SNP 
government being unable to organise 
a payment system that delivers farm 
payments on time. 

This system has run up costs £75m 
over budget so far and still does not 
work.  Payments to our farmers were 
supposed to be made by Decem-
ber yet as we head into March our 
farmers are still going without.

This new payments system has been 
a shocking failure with some farmers 
being forced to use their bank ac-
count overdrafts and sell off some of 
their livestock to make ends meet. 

If this problem was affecting urban 
areas of Scotland we would see a 
much more urgent response by the 
central belt obsessed SNP govern-
ment than we are getting now. 

The Scottish government must act 
now and stop making excuses. 

Argyll and Bute and the rest of 
rural Scotland deserves better than 
this SNP administration.  

Alastair Redman, Islay.  

The news this week that Scottish Power is to 
move forward with a proposal to expand its 
hydro-electric scheme at Cruachan, possibly 

creating up to 800 jobs at the peak of the construc-
tion, could be a real boost to the region.

The Hollow Mountain was widely regarded as an 
engineering masterpiece when it was built by 4,000 
workers. Construction began in 1959.

However, if given consent, it is estimated the project 
would secure prosperity for the area for decades.

Scottish Power would need to excavate a new cavern 

within Ben Cruachan and new dams would increase 
the capacity of the upper reservoir.

Any project to expand the operation would likely have 
around a 10-year build programme, with it expected 
to take two to three years to get Section 36 planning 
consent and then an expected six to seven years for 
construction and commissioning. 

While the project may seem quite a way off, it is an 
exciting prospect to think the region will again be at 
the forefront of creating something monumental, and 
securing clean energy for years to come.

BHA E MATH gun do ghlèidh 
Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd taic 
ionmhais na Fèise Blas ach ‘s e fìor 
dhroch bhlas a dh’fhàg na gearraid-
hean sgriosail eile a b’ fheudar dhan 
Chomhairle a dhèanamh, agus bidh 
coimhearsnachdan feadh Alba a’ 
fulang ri linn chaomhnaidhean den 
t-seòrsa. Suidheachadh annasach a 
th’ againn far am bheil a rèir coltais 
mòr-shluagh na dùthcha riaraichte le 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba agus mòr-chuid 
de Chomhairlean gu tur mì-thoil-
ichte. Far am bheil na h-aon daoine 
a’ taghadh buill nan Comhairlean ‘s 
a tha a’ cur Buill dhan Phàrlamaid 
shaoileadh duine gum biodh an aon 
ìre càirdeis eadar an sluagh ‘s a’ 
Phàrlamaid agus eadar Comhairlean 
‘s a’ Phàrlamaid. Ach chan ann mar 
sin a tha, agus tha faireachaidhean 
ann gum bheil an Riaghaltas a’ cur 
às don t-siostam dheamocratach a 
chuir buill nan Comhairlean nan 
dreuchdan.

Le mì-rùn den t-seòrsa sin saoil 
nach eil cunnart ann gum bi com-
hairlichean a’ gabhail gach cothrom 
air dìoghaltas fhaotainn air an 
Riaghaltas, agus bhiodh sin a’ cial-
lachadh gum bheil poileasaidhean 
airson min-choimhearsnachdan 

gu bhith air an cuimseachadh gu 
sònraichte.   Bhiodh e cunnartach 
dha seasamh phoilitigeach Chom-
hairlichean ionnsaigh a thoirt air 
buidhnean mòra, ach tha e daonnan 
furasta slaicean a thoirt air min-cho-
imhearsnachd leithid luchd-cleach-
daidh na Gàidhlig. 

Tha sinn taingeil gum bheil ìre de 
dhìon air a’ chànan ann an lagh na 
dùthcha agus gum bheil Plana Nài-
seanta ann airson a leasachadh, ach 
chan eil na Gàidheil air am mealladh 
a thaobh ìre na mì-rùin a th’ ann 
dhan chànan fhathast. 

An e sin ma-thà is coireach gum 
bheil cuid de phàrantan ann an Gla-
schu agus an Dùn Èideann, a chuir 
an cuid chloinne taobh fhoghlam 
tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig, a-nise 
ann an suidheachadh far am bheil 
leantalachd den fhoghlam sin dhan 
àrd-sgoil ga àicheadh dhan cuid 
chloinne? 

Tha mi ’n dòchas gum bheil mi 
ceàrr, ach tha e annasach gum bheil 
Comhairlean Ghlaschu agus Dhùn 
Èideann a’ bagairt briseadh-dùil a 
tha dìreach mì-cheart a’ sparradh 
air  cuid den chloinn a thug iad 
tron t-siostam foghlaim seo. Aig 
àm sgrìobhaidh seo chan eil fiosam 

dè bheachd a ghabhas Ministear 
Foghlaim na h-Alba a thaobh Dhùn 
Èideann ach tha mi ’n dòchas gun 
dèan e barrachd air na rinn e gu 
ruige seo mun t-suidheachadh ann 
an Glaschu, far an tuirt e gur ann 
air Comhairle a’ Bhaile a bha an 
uallach. 

Gun teagamh Alasdair, ach tha an 
aon rud fìor a thaobh nan iomadh 
dleastanas eile a th’ aig Comhairlean 
ged a ghabh an Riaghaltas sam bheil 
thu nad Mhinistear gnothaich riutha 
sin le gearraidhean ionmhais! 

GLASGOW was a pioneer in Gaelic 
Medium Education, and its council 
was shamefully first to deny some 
pupils continuity of GME into sec-
ondary education. Edinburgh City 
is following suit, and GME students 
are being abandoned while Scottish 
Government policy on Gaelic is 
being deserted.

Responding to parents in Glasgow, 
Minister Alasdair Allan said this 
was the city council’s responsibility, 
but Government had no scruples in 
hitting other services through fund-
ing cuts!

AileanCaimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Glasgow Islay annual 
gathering weekend

THIS weekend is an exciting one for 
the Glasgow Islay Association as it 
holds its 154th annual gathering. 

I am looking forward to singing at 
the concert alongside Catriona Mac-
neil, Alison Campbell and Donald 
Iain Brown.  

Gordon Gillies will chair the 
evening, Andrew MacCowan will 
pipe and the accompanist will be 
Kirsteen Grant. 

I am also looking forward to the 
dance which, as I highlighted last 
week, the association has reintro-
duced. 

Going by the rising attendances of 
other association dances last year, I 
think the Glasgow Islay has chosen 
exactly the right time to stage a 
dance again. 

It’s going to be a cracker.

Choir concert
THE ‘GLASGOW Islay’ was in 
fine voice for its concert last Friday, 
conducted by Kirsteen Grant. 

Mairi Mackenzie chaired the 
evening with style, president Neil 
Murray addressed the audience with 
humour and the choir’s soloists and 
duetists were all in superb voice.

There was great encouragement 
for the junior choir which sang well 
and is  still on the look-out for new 
members. I rehearse with them on 
Mondays at 6pm and new members 
between the ages of eight and 18 
years are most welcome. 

Glasgow Skye 
Buntata ’s Sgadan

GLASGOW Skye Association en-
joyed a ceilidh in the Crawford Hall 
on Saturday February 27. 

I arrived just as the audience was 
finishing off the most exquisite look-
ing portions of tatties and herring.

Myself and Darren Maclean were 
the singers and association piper 
John Gillies gave a few sets on the 
bagpipes. 

The association’s next event is its 
Cothorm na h-òigridh - youth con-
cert - on Friday March 18.

Scottish Pipers’ 
Association

THE FIRST semi-final of the Scot-
tish Pipers’ Association knock-out 
contests will be held on Saturday 
March 12 at the College of Piping, 
Otago Street, at 7.30pm. 

There are eight competitors in the 
series and the eventual winner will 

receive the Piping Times Trophy 
and a cash prize. There will be a bar 
service available for what promises 
to be a great evening of piping from 
John Patrick and Angus MacColl.

For further information, contact 
Melissa Jeffrey, on melissajef-
frey96@yahoo.co.uk.

What’s on

Friday March 4: Glasgow Islay As-
sociation annual gathering concert, 
7.30pm, and dance, 10.30pm, Glas-
gow University Union.
Saturday March 5: Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Piping Competition,  
Piping College, Otago Street. 
Saturday March 5: Clydebank 
Highlanders’ Supper Dance, Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, to the music of 
Charlie Kirkpatrick’s Band. Tickets, 
£15, available from committee mem-
bers or by phoning 01389 879749.
Friday March 11: Clyde-
bank Highlanders’ Ceilidh, 
Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick.
Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association 
(GG), concert, Glasgow University 
Chapel, 7.30pm.
Friday/Saturday March 11/12: The-
atre Gu Leòr and An Lanntair pres-
ent the world premiere of  Shrapnel, 
a play adapted by Catriona Lexy 
Campbell from the novel by Tormod 
Caimbeul, at the Tron Theatre. 

Pub scene

Islay Inn: Friday March 4: 
Crooked Reel. Saturday March 
5: Black Velvet. Wednesday 
March 9: quiz night. Park Bar:
Friday March 4: Beinn Lee. Satur-
day March 5: Heron Valley. Sunday 
March 6: Beinn Lee.

Skye shop and Post Offi  ce staff  - 1976
This week’s fl ashback photograph is from the fi les of The Oban Times and dates back 40 years. It features Mr and 
Mrs Calum Robertson, left, and the staff  of their general store and post offi  ce in Broadford, Skye, posing for our 
photographer. Mr Robertson was a former Glasgow Letter correspondent of The Oban Times. Digital versions of 

fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to ‘editor@obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, The Oban 
Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope. 



> cinema, radio and 
     what’s on listings 
> leisure ideas 
> local events

2016

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016   
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

Hosted by
FRED MACAULAY

To buy tickets visit: www.scottishruralawards.org 

• Fizz reception
•  Three-course meal, including a half bottle 

of wine per person
•  Network with inspirational businesses from 

across Scotland

ScottishField
®

BENDERLOCH and 
North Connel Drama 
Club players are all on 
form, ready for the drama 
festivals, with North Lorn 
Drama Festival about to 

take place on March 16 
and 17, and then the Lorn 
Drama Festival on March 
30-31 at 7.30pm in The 
Corran Halls, Oban.

Benderloch and North 

Connel Drama Club 
players will be performing 
Jilted Lovers’ Helpline, 
with Nicole O’Brien and 
Kate MacGregor.

Parentcraft, with Eilish 

Thomson, Emma Law, 
Anuschka Miller, Sa-
rah-Jane Pugh and James 
Coogan.

The junior players are 
performing The Chair. 

LIVEWIRE Michelle Mc-
Manus had the audience 
rolling in the aisles with 
her career history so far in 
her one-woman show.

The singer belted out a 
few classic songs before re-

vealing behind-the-scenes 
stories involving  celebri-
ty-maker Simon Cowal and 
dietician Gillian McKeith.

Members of the audience 
at the Corran Halls in 
Oban were invited to 

share a duet, Islands in the 
Stream, made famous by 
Dolly Parton and Kenny 
Rogers. At one point 
Michelle lay down on the 
stage in her role as Dolly 
so the audience could see 

the words behind her and 
sing along. The show was 
enjoyed by the audience, 
who were raising cash for 
an annual trip for young 
people with disabilities  to 
Lourdes.

By Jonathan Rimmer

Oban rockers 
over the moon 
with new EP

OBAN hard rock quintet Citizen9 are 
ready to unleash a new EP, with guitar-
ist Ruaridh Galbraith proudly calling 
some of the composition sessions ‘pretty 
special’. 

The project, which was recorded in 
a converted barn, is currently being 
mixed and will be released in the next 
couple of months.

Describing themselves as ‘stoner-rock 
with blues influences’, Citizen9 initially 
formed as a covers band.

That changed in 2013 when, as 
Galbraith puts it, ‘we realised that our 
favourite covers were the ones where 
we’d basically rewritten most of the 
instruments’.

Having developed their own 
sound, the band’s new project is set 
to showcase their wide array of 
influences. 

‘There’s a lot of variety and 
we’re pretty proud of how it’s 

all coming together,’ says Galbraith.  
‘We’ve recorded four tracks in John 
Hausrath’s barn, known as Dunbeg Stu-
dios, and worked with our good friend 
Mike Hogg for the production.

‘The songs showcase our sound pretty 
well. In terms of influences, we cover a 
broad spectrum. Bands like Truckfight-
ers and Clutch [heavy blues-inspired 
bands from US] are a huge influence, 
but we sometimes mess around with 
time signatures and pretend we are in 
Tool or Porcupine Tree.’

Citizen9 have already built up a 
formidable live reputation, having been 
regulars at the ‘Oban Mic’ sessions until 

the host venue O’Don-
nell’s recent closure, 

but have struggled 
to play regular 
shows for various 
reasons.

‘We’ve only 

played about four gigs in the last year,’ 
says Galbraith. ‘It’s not for lack of try-
ing. Organising gigs when members are 
frequently scattered around the country 
is no small feat. 

‘It’s also a difficult market in Oban. As 
a small town, there isn’t a huge demand 
for live bands who aren’t playing covers. 
There is a small circle of people, albeit 
mostly friends, who appreciate a night 
of original live music, whether it be 
bands or DJ sets. 

‘In a way it makes it a bit more special 
when we do put on a gig every few 
months in Oban because it feels like a 
proper event.’

The band are planning gigs in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh this year, as well as a few 
festivals. After their lively performance 
at K9 Kev’s launch party two weeks 
ago, it won’t be a surprise to see them 
headlining a few Oban bills in the near 
future as well.

Michelle McManus was on top form in her fundraising show at the Corran Halls.Youngsters are ready to bring their show to the North Lorn and the Lorn drama festivals.

Michelle on top form with 
one-woman showstopper

Drama clubs set the stage 
for festival competitions
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

Across
7 Stew from the north west (6)
8 Atrocity (6)
9 So long (2-2)
10 Mindset (8)
11 Movement to make the heart beat faster 

(7)
13 Abashed (5)
15 Number of a group. Rudolf's maybe? (5)
17 More lucky than (7)
20 Deep croaker (8)
21 Part of a city, not the best but has the note 

before La ring (4)
22 Small fry (6)
23 Computer whiz (6)

Down
1 Cooling-off period (3,3)
2 Large dark fleshed fish... (4)
3 ... maybe found in this open area (7)
4 Way down in a pipe (5)
5 Ornamental design (8)
6 Unsteady (6)
12 Travel, not by sea or air... (8)
14 ...maybe on British soil (7)
16 Close relation of your parents siblings (6)
18 Group with a common culture (6)
19 Move stealthily (5)
21 Unwell (4)

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD  To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000 SUMMER MOORING
APRIL-SEPT

£900.00 - 30 MIN SOUTH OF OBAN
FREE WIFI, PARKING, DRY DINGHY 

STORAGE, HOT SHOWERS
LAUNDRY FACILITIES, 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL

MELFORT PIER - 01852-200-333

Friday June 3 and 
Saturday June 4

OBAN and District Provincial Mòd has announced its 
competitions for 2016. This includes competitions for sing-
ers, choirs, learners and speakers.

As the number of provincial competitions are in decline, 
organisers have asked for as much support as possible for 
this year’s competitions.

Support the Oban Mòd
The junior age group will take place on the Friday, with 

senior and instrumental competitions being held on the 
Saturday.

Music available
Copies of the books containing the solo and choral 

songs and poetry for the oral competitions are available to 
purchase from Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban. 
CDs with the words and music are also available. 

The closing date for entries is Friday April 1 and entry 
forms along with music choices and entry fees should be 
sent to, or handed in to, Furan Gaelic Centre. 

Entry forms available
Entry forms are available by emailing: moiradunlop@

btinternet.com or Duncan.MacNeil@argyll-bute.gov.uk or 
by calling 01631 567886. 

Competitions
open at Oban 
Mòd 2016

Junior Competitions AGE

RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 5 – 6
Tha mise cluinntinn fuaim
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 5 – 6
An Luch
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 7 – 8
Am Fadachd/Rudan a nì uisge
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 7 – 8
Cha tèid mise dha mo leabaidh
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 9 – 10
A’Ghaoth
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 9 – 10  
Tha mi fhathast ro òg  
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 11 – 12
An Sù/An Còmhlan-Ciùil  
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 11 – 12
Rionnagan
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 13 – 15
Òran Arras  
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 13 – 15
Crom-Lus Arrais  
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 16 – 18
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of poetry 16 – 18
Nam aonar le Mo Smaointean 
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 5 – 6
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 7 – 8
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 9 – 10
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 11 – 12
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 13 – 15
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 13 – 15
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 16 – 18
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator 16 – 18
GAELIC STORYTELLING.  Telling a story of own choice. 5 – 6
GAELIC STORYTELLING.  Telling a story of own choice. 7 – 8
GAELIC STORYTELLING.  Telling a story of own choice. 9 – 10
GAELIC STORYTELLING.  Telling a story of own choice. 11 – 12
GAELIC STORYTELLING.  Telling a story of own choice. 13 – 15
GAELIC STORYTELLING.  Telling a story of own choice. 16 – 18
VERSE SPEAKING by groups of  6-10 speakers. (Own Choice) (Primary Schools)
DRAMA. Perform a Play or Playlet, incorporating (if desired)  Under 18 
action songs.  Time allowed (including set-up and removal of  props) 
is 20 minutes.  (Own Choice)

VOCAL MUSIC COMPETITIONS (JUNIOR)
(In Competitions 29-40 and 45 competitors 

may sing the National Mod prescribed songs)

SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 5 – 6
An rionnach beag ‘s an rionnach mòr
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song  5 – 6   
Aon, dhà, trì
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song  7 – 8  
Null thar an aiseig/Hi-ri mo chuilein
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 7 – 8
Thàlaidhinn thu
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 9 – 10
Fàilte do Eilean Leòdhais
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 9 – 10   
Brilinn Ghoraidh Chròbhain
SOLO SINGING of a prescribed song 9 – 10
Cagaran gaolach/’S na hì o hù Chalumain
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 9 – 10
Tighinn a-mach à Steòrnabhagh
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song  11 – 12
An tè bhàn
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 11 – 12
Màili Dhonn
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 11 – 12
Fàilte do Bharraigh
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 11 – 12
Gur h-e mo ghille dubh-dhonn
SOLO SINGING of an own choice  song 13 – 15
SOLO SINGING of an own choice  song 13 – 15
SOLO SINGING of a prescribed song 13 – 15
Eilean Leòdhais,tìr nan gaisgeach OR
Cainnt mo mhàthar, Gàidhlig Bharraigh 
SOLO SINGING of a prescribed song 13 – 15
O Leòdhais mo ghràidh OR An ataireachd àrd
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song 16 – 18
Fàill-ill-ò agus hò-ro èile OR Mo shùil ad dhèidh
SOLO SINGING of an own choice  song Under 18
(Confined to FORMER WINNERS OF PENDANT)
SOLO SINGING of a traditional or unpublished own choice song.  Under 18
PRECENT, in traditional manner.  “Congregation” 
support will be provided by the competitor’s own choir or group.
SOLO SINGING with self-accompaniment on  13 – 18
Clarsach or Guitar of an own choice song.
DUET SINGING of an own choice song. Under 13
DUET SINGING of an own choice song. 13 – 15
DUET SINGING of an own choice song. 16 – 18
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of two own choice songs Under 13

CHORAL SINGING IN TWO – PART HARMONY of 2 own choice songs Under 13
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of  PUIRT-a-BEUL (Own Choice) Under 13
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of 2 own choice songs 13 – 18
CHORAL SINGING IN TWO – PART HARMONY of  2 own choice songs 13 – 18
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of  PUIRT-a-BEUL (Own Choice) 13 – 18
ACTION SONG illustrative of any aspect of Highland life –  Under 18
time not to exceed 10 minutes.  (Own Choice) 
FOLK GROUP  by groups of three to six  Under 13
(2 Gaelic Songs – Own Choice)
FOLK GROUP by groups of three to six  Under 18
(2 Gaelic Songs – Own Choice)

INSTRUMENTAL

CHANTER

MARCH – Own Choice  Under 13
MARCH – Own Choice Under 13
MARCH – Own Choice Under 13
STRATHSPEY and REEL – Own Choice Under 13

PIPING

MARCH – Own Choice Under 15
MARCH – Own Choice Under 15
STRATHSPEY and REEL – Own Choice Under 15
MARCH – Own Choice 15 – 18
STRATHSPEY and REEL – Own Choice 15 - 18

FIDDLE

SLOW GAELIC AIR and MARCH  Own Choice Under 13
SLOW GAELIC AIR, MARCH and REEL – Own Choice  Under 13

SLOW GAELIC AIR :  MARCH, STRATHSPEY and  REEL  Own Choice 13 – 18
FIDDLE ENSEMBLE – Groups of up to 10, minimum 3 Fiddles.   Open
Play a minimum of 3 tunes in different tempos in 
traditional Highland style.  Accompaniment may include piano, 
double bass, guitar or accordion etc

ACCORDION

Set of three Gaelic waltzes  Under 12
Set of three Gaelic waltzes Under 12
March, strathspey and reel Under 12
Set of three Gaelic waltzes 12 – 16

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

 Inveraray Inn
Wednesday 9th March

At 8.00pm
Guest Artistes

From South Shields
Leonard Brown 

& Malcolm Ross
Supporting players most 

welcome

Kilmore and 
Oban Parish Church 
GUILD COFFEE 

MORNING 
(in aid of charity)

Glencruitten Church 
Centre

Saturday 5th March
10am - 12noon

Admission by donation
Scottish charity no. SC011171

North Lorn 
Drama Festival

16th & 17th of March
7:30pm Appin Hall

Tickets
£5 -  per night adults  

£3 -  per night school pupils        
£8 -  2 nights reserved seats

Available from
Beth & Jane Parkin
Tel:  01631 730497

e-mail:  nlorn.drama@aol.co.uk

Oban Gaelic Choir 

SOUP 
LUNCH 
Connel Church Hall

Sat 5th March 
Baking Stall

12.00pm - 2.00pm

Fiddlers Rally
Saturday 5th March

Nevis Centre, 
Fort William

At 7pm
Ticket £10 at the door

Children Free

Rural choirs are on song
The annual choir event for rural Gaelic choirs 
took place in Lochaline last weekend, with 
choristers learning the songs before enjoying 
a ceilidh with Drams Allowed

Sileas Sinclair leads the event.

The full ensemble learn the Gaelic songs for rural choirs. Lisa and Gillian enjoy the night.

Mull’s J
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 

1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 

Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 

Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 

Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 

1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 

1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 

Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 

with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 

Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 

with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 

2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 

Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 

with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 

Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-

Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports 

View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 

Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 

with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 

Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 

Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 

Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 

2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

on

e 

04 March - 10 March 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 

112mins
Sat: 13.45, Sun: 12.30
Through a series of misunderstandings, Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore come to believe that Dave is going to propose to 
his new girlfriend in New York City - and dump them. They 
have three days to get to him and stop the proposal.

Dad’s Army (PG) 119mins 
Fri: 19.00, Wed: 19.00
The Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard platoon deal with a 
visiting female journalist and a German spy as World War II 
draws to its conclusion.

Deadpool (15) 128mins
Fri: 21:15 Sat: 18:15 Sun: 19:45, Mon: 21.45 Tue, Wed, Thu: 
21.15
Based upon Marvel Comics most unconventional anti-hero, 
DEADPOOL tells the origin story of former Special Forces 
operative turned mercenary Wade Wilson, who after being 
subjected to a rogue experiment that leaves him with acceler-
ated healing powers, adopts the alter ego Deadpool. 

Goosebumps (PG) 123mins
Fri: 16.15, Sat: 16.00, Sun: 16.45, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16.15
A young kid teams up with the niece of young adult horror 
author R.L. Stine after the writer’s imaginary demons are 
set free on the town of Greendale, Maryland.

How to be Single (15) 130 mins
Fri: 20.45, Sat: 20.30, Sun: 17.15, Mon: 20.45, Tue: 18.35, 
Wed: 20.45, Thu: 18.45
There’s a right way to be single, a wrong way to be single, 
and then...there’s Alice. And Robin. Lucy. Meg. Tom. David. 
New York City is full of lonely hearts seeking the right 
match, be it a love connection, a hook-up, or something in 
the middle. 

Joy (12A) 144 mins
Mon: 19.00
Joy is the story of a family across four generations and the 
woman who rises to become founder and matriarch of a 
powerful family business dynasty.

KIDS CLUB: WALL-E (U) 99 MIN
Childrens’ Classic. In the distant future, a small waste-col-
lecting robot inadvertently embarks on a space journey 
that will ultimately decide the fate of mankind. Adults & 
Children £2 entry.

Kung Fu Panda 3  (PG) 115 mins
Sat: 11.30, 13.00, Sun: 12.00, 14.30
When Po’s long-lost panda father suddenly reappears, 
the reunited duo travels to a secret panda paradise to 
meet scores of hilarious new panda characters. But when 
the supernatural villain Kai begins to sweep across China 
defeating all the kung fu masters, Po must do the impos-
sible-learn to train a village full of his fun-loving, clumsy 
brethren to become the ultimate band of Kung Fu Pandas.

Spotlight (15) 149 mins
Thu: 21.10
SPOTLIGHT tells the riveting true story of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Boston Globe investigation that would rock 
the city and cause a crisis in one of the world’s oldest and 
most trusted institutions. 

The Finest Hours (12A) 137mins
Fri: 16.30, Sat: 18.00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thus: 16.30
Community Screen Sun: 14.30 
In February of 1952, one of the worst storms to ever hit the 
East Coast struck New England, damaging an oil tanker off  
the coast of Cape Cod and literally ripping it in half. On a 
small lifeboat faced with frigid temperatures and 70-foot 
high waves, four members of the Coast Guard set out to 
rescue the more than 30 stranded sailors trapped aboard 
the rapidly-sinking vessel.

The Revenant (15) 176mins
Sat: 21:00
Inspired by true events, THE REVENANT captures one man’s 
epic adventure of survival and the extraordinary power of 
the human spirit. In an expedition of the uncharted Amer-
ican wilderness, legendary explorer Hugh Glass (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) is brutally attacked by a bear and left for dead by 
members of his own hunting team. . In a quest to survive, 
Glass endures unimaginable grief as well as the betrayal of 
his confi dant John Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy). 

Zoolander 2 (12A) 122 min
Fri: 18.30, Sat: 15.30, Sun: 19.00, Mon: 18.30, Tue: 19.00, 
Wed: 18.30, Thu: 19.00
Parent and Baby Screening Tue: 11.30
Derek and Hansel are modelling again when an opposing 
company attempts to take them out from the business.

Application Form
Name. ......................................................................................................................................................
Address. ..................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
Email .......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child (£10.80)❏  Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. ......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child over 3 (£10.80)❏  (tick box selection)
Name.......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child over 3 (£10.80)❏  (tick box selection)
Name.......................................................................................................................................................

Adult (£13.20)❏  Child over 3 (£10.80)❏  (tick box selection)

❏ I have enclosed all photographs required ❏ Cheque enclosed (postal applications only)

2016 APPLICATION FORM

O
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R 

UNLIM
ITED ENTRY ONE YEAR UNLIM

ITED ENTRY ONE YEAR UNLIM
ITE

D 
EN

TR
Y

Adult 
£13.20

Children

£10.80 

Annual pass 
READER OFFER

Pay once and come back all year when you claim your 12 month local resident’s Sea Life Annual 
Pass for the cost of just one admission.  Customers can use their pass at both the Oban and Loch 
Lomond Sea Life sites. Visit the seal sanctuary on the shores of Loch Creran near Oban or see 
Scotland’s only Giant Green Sea Turtle at the Loch Lomond Sea Life Aquarium.

Claim your pass, using the Oban Times application form, and pay just £13.20. A child’s annual pass will 
cost just £10.80. Children under three go free of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you to 12 months 
unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary Oban and Sea Life Loch Lomond Aquarium, 20% 
discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary and Loch Lomond gift shops, 20% off hot drinks at the centres, a half 
price guide book and entry to our special events at both sites including our Easter Eggstravaganza and 
Santa at Sea Life fun day to name a few.

To claim this offer, complete the below application form and, along with an up to date passport sized 
photograph, take it along to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban (photos are required for both adult 
and child passes). This offer is valid until March 31st 2016. You can also post your application, complete 
with a stamped self-addressed envelope, photo and a cheque for the appropriate amount, made 
payable to Merlin Entertainments, to Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE.

Terms and conditions apply. Photocopied application forms will not be accepted.Offer valid until March 31, 2016. Vouchers cannot be redeemed between March 
25 and 28. Digital users: If you are reading the digital edition of The Oban Times and would like to apply for this offer, please call 01631 568000 or email your 
name, postal address and email address to readeroffer@obantimes.co.uk and we will arrange the relevant form to be posted to you.

March, strathspey and reel 12 – 16

CLARSACH

Own choice instrumental piece of Gaelic origin
2 own choice contrasting pieces of Gaelic origin 
2 own choice contrasting pieces of Gaelic origin
2 own choice contrasting pieces of Gaelic origin
2 own choice contrasting pieces of Gaelic origin
Clarsach Duets – 2 Own Choice
Clarsach Ensemble – Group of 3 or more harps.  
May include voice or other instruments.  Music of Gaelic origin.

LITERATURE (In Gaelic)

Write either a short story, a poem or a newspaper article.  Under 9
Work to be submitted by 31st May to Furan.
Write either a short story, a poem or a newspaper article.   9 – 12
Work to be submitted by 31st May to Furan.
Write either a short story, a poem or a newspaper article.   13 - 18
Work to be submitted by 31st May to Furan.

POSTER COMPETITION

Design a Poster, using GAELIC wording, on a subject of own choice (Primary Schools)  
Work to be submitted by 31st May to Furan.

ORAL COMPETITIONS  (SENIOR)

READING AT SIGHT  a piece of prose selected by the Adjudicator
READING AT SIGHT  a piece of prose selected by the Adjudicator
RECITING FROM MEMORY a prescribed piece of poetry – 
Tilleadh a Hirt
RECITING FROM MEMORY a prescribed piece of poetry – 
Chreid mi ‘n-uiridh
RECITING FROM MEMORY a prescribed piece of prose – 
Na Bleideagan
RECITING FROM MEMORY a piece of  prose, competitor’s choice
GAELIC SPEECH not to exceed 5 minutes in delivery
GAELIC SPEECH not to exceed 5 minutes in delivery
GAELIC  CONVERSATION with Adjudicator

VOCAL MUSIC COMPETITIONS (SENIOR)

SOLO SINGING of a song chosen by competitor (Female Voices)
SOLO SINGING of a song chosen by competitor (Male Voices)
SOLO SINGING of ONE of the prescribed songs (Male or Female Voices) 
– Òganaich an òr-fhuilt bhuidhe OR Frìth nan damh ruadha OR Och 
nan och, tha mi fo mhulad OR Bidh fonn oirre daonnan
SOLO SINGING of a song written by an Argyll Bard, chosen by 
competitor (Male or Female Voices)

SOLO SINGING of Puirt-a-Beul  chosen by competitor 

(Male or Female Voices)
 
SOLO SINGING of ONE of the prescribed songs (Confined to 
FORMER WINNERS OF PENDANT (Male or Female Voices) – Thig an 
smeòrach as t-earrach OR Cumha an t-seana Ghàidheil OR Caidil 
gu sunndach OR Coinnichidh mi an Gleann an Fhraoich
DUET SINGING of a song chosen by competitors

QUARTETTE SINGING of a song chosen by competitors

SOLO SINGING of a traditional or unpublished song
chosen by competitor (Male or Female Voices)
 
SOLO SINGING of ONE of the prescribed songs 
(Male or Female Voices)  - Cumha Iain Ghairhb OR Òran Mòr 
MhicLeòid OR Soraidh do Mhuile OR An roghainn fhèin

CHORAL SINGING (mixed voices) in four – 
part harmony of two songs. (Own Choice)   
 
CHORAL SINGING (Male or Female voices) of two songs. (Own Choice)

CHORAL SINGING (mixed voices) in four- part 
harmony of Puirt-a-Beul. (Own Choice)
 
GAELIC FOLK GROUP COMPETITION by groups of three to six
(Own Choice)

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN A 2 NIGHT DB&B STAY ON LOCH LOMOND

APRIL
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Tom Ballard

The birdman of 
Caerlaverock
Uist’s Gallic 
Crofter
Laurence
Oliphant: A loon 
for all seasons

ON
LOCHABER 
LIFE

TOP SPRING 
BREAK IDEAS

OF THE BEST COUTHIEST

SCOTS DISHES10

Drams Allowed with Ann Barlow. Lesley and Peter Smart, Lochaline.

The singing got better as the night went on...ohn Archie is picked up by Lairg Gaelic Choir.
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THE GREAT outdoors and 
everything it has to offer 
was showcased at the Fort 
William Mountain Festival 
(FWMF) 2016.

The annual event was 
staged in and around Fort 
William, the heart of the 
‘Outdoor Capital of the UK’ 
over five days.

It kicked off on February 
17 with a torch-lit descent 
of Aonach Mor, followed by 
gondola rides to watch expert 
skiers, boarders and bikers 
ride the slopes.

Later that night there was 
an evening by The Adventure 

Show, with Dougie Vipond 
and Cameron McNeish.

Organised by Highland 
Mountain Culture Associ-
ation, the festival included 
a superb line-up of climbers 
and explorers, mountain 
films, inspirational speakers 
and skills workshops.

Some of the highlights 
included a showcase by 
climber Greg Boswell, who 
narrowly survived an attack 
by a grizzly bear in Canada.

Rock climber Dave Ma-
cLeod, who lives near Fort 
William, shared training and 
techniques during workshops 

at his own climbing wall, built 
in his garage. Meanwhile, 
legends of the downhill and 
enduro mountain bike scene 
in Scotland shared their 
passion, knowledge and 
experiences.

The event also saw the 
Scottish Award for Excel-
lence in Mountain Culture 
presented to Mick Tighe, 
from Glen Roy.  Nominated 
by the public and his peers 
as a mountain hero who 
celebrates achievement, ac-
complishment and the spirit 
of adventure, Mick is the 
ninth recipient of the award. 

Mike Pescod, chairman 
of the Highland Mountain 
Culture Association,  said: 
‘Mick embodies the spirit of 
mountaineering perfectly, 
from its slightly rebellious 
side to its social and cultural 
side.

‘He has dedicated his life 
to mountaineering and has 
helped countless others do so 
as well. 

‘It was Mick who first came 
to rescue me after an acci-
dent 11 years ago, so it is on a 
very personal level that I say I 
am delighted that Mick is the 
recipient of this year’s award.’

PEOPLE in Scotland who 
volunteer feel happier, says 
the RNIB as it launches 
a national volunteering 
campaign.  

These are the findings 
of new research about 
volunteering by sight-loss 
charity RNIB Royal Na-
tional Institute of Blind 
People. 

The survey also found 
that 51 per cent of re-
spondents who do not vol-
unteer said they wanted to 
in the future, with nearly 
a third most keen to share 
their technology skills.  

The research was com-
missioned to mark the 
start of RNIB’s initiative 
to recruit more volunteers 
for its Online Today 
project to help 125,000 
people with sensory loss 
across the UK get online.  

Since its launch in 2015, 
Online Today events 
throughout the UK have 
helped thousands of peo-
ple with sight and hearing 
loss get online. 

Now RNIB is appealing 
to people to commit a 
few hours a month to visit 
blind and partially-sighted 

people in their own homes 
and help them develop dig-
ital skills like browsing the 
internet, sending emails, 
and using an e-reader. 

Karen Froggatt, from 
RNIB, said: ‘It’s fantastic 
people in Scotland are so 
keen to volunteer locally. 
It proves that volunteering 
and giving back to your 
community really is good 
for the soul.

‘This is why we want even 
more enthusiastic and 
committed people in Scot-
land to become Digital 
Skills Support volunteers. 

Spending a few hours a 
month helping a person 
with sight loss to develop 
the online skills many of 
us take for granted can 
transform that person’s 
life, and boost their inde-
pendence.’

There are more than 
156,000 people with sight 
loss in Scotland, many of 
whom would benefit from 
being supported by volun-
teers to learn online skills.

For more information 
about volunteering please 
go to www.rnib.org.uk/
onlinevolunteer.

AN ART competition that 
is set to become an annual 
event in Lochaber’s cultural 
calendar attracted entries 
from around the world.

The winners of Moving 
Mountains – the inspiration of 
landscape were announced 
at a lively and well-attended 
exhibition launch event at 
The Lime Tree Gallery in 
Fort William during the 
town’s recent mountain 
festival.

Mary Golden, from Perth-
shire, was the overall winner 
and received a cheque for 
£2,000, donated by the Moi-
dart Trust. 

The runners-up were Paul 
Martin, from Musselburgh, 

and Jayne Stokes, from 
North Berwick, who re-
ceived £500 each.

Mary Golden’s collage, 
Walk With Me, constructed 
from her own drawings, im-
pressed the judges with her 
deft drawing skills, subtle 
colouring and the dramatic 
light contrast as she led 
viewers from the light on the 
foreground hills to the dark 
depths of the glen behind.  

Paul Martin, a highly-re-
spected painter of icons 
as well as landscapes, pre-
sented a rich layered work, 
redolent with varied golden 
tones, titled Golden Valley. 

The undefinable motifs 
and ciphers greatly appealed 

to the judges. Meanwhile, 
Jayne Stokes’ work, Road 
Trip Relics, was very popular 
with 80 separate small water-
colours each burnt to shape 
the edges all presented in a 
box frame.

The An Ealdhain Arts 
Trust’s new competition, set 
to become an annual event 
in Lochaber’s cultural cal-
endar, showcases the best of 
the UK’s contemporary art 
inspired by the landscape. 

The Lochaber-based trust 
selected 44 art works from 
entries received from across 
the world as well as the 
Highlands and the UK.

Ian Peter MacDonald, 
chairman of the organisation 

and a Lochaber resident, 
said: ‘The west Highlands 
of Scotland presents some 
of the wildest, remotest and 
most varied landscape in the 
UK, if not Europe. 

‘For centuries, artists from 
Turner to Kokoschka have 
been inspired by the dramat-
ic light and land of the west 
Highlands. 

‘The trust has organised 
the art competition to cele-
brate how contemporary art-
ists respond to landscape.’

The Moving Mountains – the 
inspiration of landscape exhi-
bition of the chosen pieces is 
running at The Lime Tree 
Gallery in Fort William 
until Sunday April 3.

Clockwise from top left): Judges 
Ian Peter McDonald, Karen 
McGregor, David Wilson (owner 
of The Lime Tree Gallery) and 
Lorna Findlayson admire the 
winning artwork. Picture: John 
Paul Peebles, Abrightside 
Photography.
f10artscomp04_Moving Mountains Arts Comp

Jayne Stokes’ work, 
Road Trip Relics.
f10artscomp03_Moving Mountains Arts Comp

The Golden Valley piece by 
runner-up Paul Martin
f10artscomp01_Moving Mountains Arts Comp

Mary Golden’s winning design 
Walk With Me impressed judges.
f10artscomp02_Moving Mountains Arts Comp

Art competition’s annual 
outing to move mountains

From torchlit procession to riding the slopes, 
the virtual adventure show was true success

Share IT skills with someone visually impaired 
– and discover how helping benefi ts all

GIGHA is defined by its independence 
in the Scottish imagination. For a small 
island a few short lengths from the tìr-
mòr (mainland), it caught the attention 
of the full nation as tenants of both tied 
cottages and farms took on the massive 
challenge of buying the island.

The decision to buy was taken some 15 
years ago, one night in the island’s village 
hall.

Gigha ‘blow in’ John Martin, who was 
brought up in nearby Campbeltown along 
with 14 brother and sisters was one of the 
80 or so residents of the island at that 
time and explains to The Oban Times what 
life was like.

‘I was the seventh son in the family 
and my father had died when I was fairly 
young. My mother was determined that 
each of her family should have a trade. 
My father had been a fisherman and she 
knew the lives that the sea could take.

‘In 1969, I came to Gigha to build hous-
es for the local authority. We would build 
the houses in the summer and go back to 
Campbeltown in the winter.

‘In 1969 I met an islander, Linda Mac-
Neil, who I married in 1971. We initially 
moved to the mainland but she had a 
yearning to come back to the island.

‘I got a job remodelling a farm building 
for the council and so we moved back.

‘At that time Colonel Horlick owned the 
island. There was not a lot of work at that 
time. I was offered a job helping in his 
gardens.

‘Colonel Horlick wouldn’t really have 
known if I was working for him or not be-
cause everything was managed through a 
factor.

‘When Colonel Horlick passed away in 
1972 I had been given a job up-keeping 
the buildings in Gigha and it was a good 
enough job and I went to work for the 
estate permanently. 

‘In 1973 a new buyer took over the is-
land. His name was Mr Landale. He was 
a merchant banker in Hong Kong. He was 
also an absentee landlord.

‘He did, however, improve the farms. 
That meant more work for everyone and 
it helped to improve the living standards 
on the island, including the fact that he 

employed four to five people. But before 
long he sold the land again, this time to 
Malcolm Poitier. He was a property man 
and again an absent landlord. He was 
flying into Gigha and then to Kent on the 
same day.

‘One day he was passing when I was fix-
ing the wooden slates on a roof. He knew 
I was trained as a joiner and he asked if 
I could make him four poster beds for 
Achamore House as he wanted to open it 
up as a conference centre.

‘They were to be artful and bespoke 
for every room. They were fully hand 
crafted. He wanted them to be made here 
on the island in my workshop. I had never 
made beds before but it was a challenge 
that was very rewarding.

‘They were covered in beautiful Ayr-
shire fabric.

‘We didn’t see these landlords very of-
ten because most of the time we worked 
through a factor or a farm manger.

‘Working with a factor is like working 
with a ghost.

‘It was then that a true gentleman Wing 
Commander Peter MacKenzie came [as a 
factor] to the island.

‘He liked a dram the same as me. If 
there was any way that he could help 
others then he would do it.

‘But, of course, because he was good at 
his job he went away and another fellow 
came. Sadly, for all the workers on the 
island, he was the complete opposite.

‘He would demand that we did things 
this way and that way. We didn’t want to 
question that.

‘I felt as though I had become an idiot 
overnight in his eyes. I was perfectly able 
to do the job under the wing commander 
but as soon as this other fellow started 
everything changed.

‘The more people came and went I 
thought about the history of the island 
and the land and the number of people 
who lived and worked here, but because 
we didn’t own the land then our lives 
could be changed overnight.

‘The thing was that we were all at risk of 
losing our homes if the landlord’s factor 
didn’t like you. 

‘One night I stopped on the road home 

and picked up a branch that had fallen 
over the road. I took it home and cut it up 
for firewood.

‘The following morning I was asked by 
the factor to speak for my actions. People 
told on you because they were so keen to 
suck up to people. People were so under 
the thumb they felt they needed to keep 
in with them. 

‘It was the island that inspired me to 
learn more and understand. 

‘The more I learned the more I felt an-
gry and sad about our situation. Again we 
were under another factor. Every day that 
I went to work I had a Monday morning 
feeling.

‘Our situation was nothing more than 
feudalism. 

‘When I refused to do things the way he 
wanted me to do them – he wanted to do 
everything the cheapest way – he had a 
budget and he simply didn’t want to spend 
it.

‘All he was interested in was the bottom 
line. He threatened our homes and would 
not do any repairs on our houses.

‘Time went by and Gigha was used as 
collateral by Mr Poitier – unbelievably 
our tied houses were part of that deal.

‘The first we knew that receivers had 
been called in, we were given eviction 
notices for our houses. 

‘I came home one day and I was told 
that I could not enter my own home. By 
that time my wife had died and I was 
raising two children on my own. It was 
disgraceful. I felt like it was the Middle 
Ages with this damnation going on.

‘I felt like leaving but at the same time I 
thought ‘why should I?’.

‘I was without a job for the first time in 
my life. I simply refused to move out of 
my house.

‘Eventually there was a job at the fish 
farm. The island was broken up into var-
ious parts and the house was sold before 
the fish farm. They asked me to go and 
work for the new owners.

‘This time I was very uneasy about this. 
When he told me there would be a ‘free 
house with the job’, I felt like screaming 
that it wasn’t free.

‘Instead I said I would accept the job, 

but that I wanted the house to be inde-
pendent of the job in order to give me 
some security.

‘It was about that time that the Land 
Reform Act 2001 was passed. Islanders 
started to take note of the new laws.

‘And there started to be a fair bit of talk 
about it on the island.

‘Those of us who still worked up at the 
big house, we felt we couldn’t really join 
the group.

‘A meeting was held in the village hall 
with the group that had been formed. 
People were arguing back and forth. 
A vote was taken and it was clear that 
people were reluctant to show what they 
wanted to do.

‘The owner’s daughter was in the room. 
After the first vote there was no clear 
mandate, so we discussed the matter 
some more.

‘I knew I might be risking my job but I 
stood up and spoke. I had been studying 
land reform and I knew that there was 
about £7 million left in a government 
fund set up to assist communities like 
ours to buy their own land.

‘I said, ‘does anyone want to live like 
this and remain in a life of feudalism?’.

‘That night people threw down the 
gauntlet. 

‘There was one destiny for the people of 
Gigha and that meant that people had to 
take up the opportunities of social justice. 

‘Another vote was taken and we had an 
80 per cent mandate.

‘After the trust was formed, we started 
to make progress every month with im-
provements to people’s houses. Sorting 
out the worst houses and making sure 
they were renovated, and wind and wa-
tertight.

‘It was tough repaying the £1 million 
loan to the government but we did it.

‘The ‘dancing ladies’, the wind turbines, 
were probably what really saved our is-
land. The money that we took in from the 
generation of electricity has, in my mind, 
allowed this island to stay in community 
ownership.

‘Things have been tough over the years 
but we have all worked together to make 
it the thriving island it is today.’

The Isle of Gigha

The success story of Ghiga – as told by islander John Martin
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IT’S NEARLY spring, and fancies 
turn to thoughts of…refreshing 
the home and garden. What 
better time to tackle those 
projects around the house and 
get it ready for the summertime? 
Whether you are thinking about 
a complete renovation, a coat of 
paint to brighten things up, or 
simply sprucing up the garden 
with cheery pops of colour, our 
guide will provide the inspiration!  

Hot home trends for spring
Springtime is a chance to inject 
some new life into your personal 
space. From bold colours to metal 
trimmings, here are fi ve home 
design trends that are set to be all 
the rage for Spring 2016.

Trend #1 
Year of the Metal
The 1950s and 1970s are hot 
trends in fashion right now, and 
it is no diff erent in interiors. The 
year 2016 will see more and more 
designers include all diff erent 
textures of metals in their designs 
and furniture pieces. Accessories 
and decorative objects such as 
lanterns, vases, and mirrors will 
have metal elements incorporat-
ed in their design, refl ecting back 
to the Golden Era.

Trend #2
The Spirit of Nature
The spirit of nature can be seen in 
some elements of Scandinavian 
style, particularly in raw wooden 
elements. By leveraging a natural 
feel for winter, the ‘mountain 
lodge’ look transports you direct-
ly into an enveloping cocooning 
atmosphere, simple and warming. 
With this design option, the ubiq-

uity of white wood modernized, 
all made cosy with comfortable 
materials (linen, mohair, cash-
mere) seen on the accessories 
(rugs, cushions, carpets).

Trend #3
Bold Colours
Translating to wall colours and ce-
ramic backsplashes, the presence 
of vivid colour is back. Creating 
bold, statement-colour combi-
nations, the aim is to use strong 
shades to create fl uid movement 
from room to room. Hard textures 
like cement and wood are also 
playing a key role in this trend for 
contrast.

Trend #4
The Age of sustainability 
From the padding in our sofas to 
the premium wood sourced for 
counter worktops, sustainability 
is at the heart of everything next 
year. Recycling, repurposing, 
reinventing and reusing are all 
things that consumers are begin-
ning to consider when they make 
purchases today.

Trend #5
Outdoor Living Areas
Porches, patios and decks inspired 
by interior design principles are 
replacing the traditional backyard. 
From decorating smaller spaces 
with greenery to turning expan-
sive backyards into glamping 
adventures, 2016 should bring in 
experimentation with nature into 
the home, for example buying 
furniture that can be used indoors 
and outdoors. In terms of interior 
décor, wall decor, accessories and 
small plant life inspired items are 
going to be hot.

Ready to remodel?
Are you ready to revamp this 
year? Maybe you are thinking of 
selling and need to make some 
improvements, or perhaps you 
are outgrowing your house and 
could use a bit more room. Or 
maybe you are ready to turn your 
kitchen into the one you always 
dreamed of. This year’s hot trends 
in home improvement are fo-
cused on four things- customised 
kitchens, exterior living spaces, 
personalisation and smart tech-
nology in home design. Whatever 
your project, here are some tips to 
help prepare for a small project or 
a complete remodel:

Research your project. Taking 
time to research projects on the 
Internet will provide a good sense 
of what is involved such as price, 
scope of work, return on invest-
ment and new product/material 
options. Also, research property 
values in your neighbourhood to 
make sure your project is in line 
with other homes in the area.

Plan project around the long-
term. How long do you plan to 
stay in your home? How might 
your family structure change 
over time? Life can change quick-
ly—these questions should be 
answered early on to ensure your 
project will fi t your lifestyle long 
after it’s complete.

Set your budget. Deciding on 
a realistic budget and arranging 
fi nances to support your project 
are essential. This number needs to 
include everything—the project, 
products, contingencies, etc. Don’t 
be afraid to share this with your 
remodeller; professionals are re-
spectful of a client’s budget and will 
create a plan around it, not over it.

Ask the right questions. Time 
and cost are important, but 
getting the right information 
requires the right questions. 
Ask your contractor about his 
educational background, train-
ing, specialties or past issues 
with clients. Ask about how the 
remodelling process will work.

Verify your contractor. Don’t 
take their word for it. Check the 
information given to you such 
as references, license numbers, 
insurance information and cer-
tifications by calling providers 
to verify. Request a visit to an 
active client’s jobsite. Make it 
known that you are checking 
on him—a true professional 
considers that as a positive sign 
to working with a homeowner.

Review contracts word-by-
word. A remodelling contract 
protects you and your remodel-
ler. Homeowners should review 
this carefully. Professionals have 
done this before, and know 
what should go in a contract. 
Homeowners should ask about 
terms if they don’t understand. 
Pay attention to details about 
change orders, payment, 
additional fees, timeline and 
responsibilities. If it’s not in the 
contract, it doesn’t exist.

Get Planting in 
the Garden
March is the month for sowing 
seeds and getting the garden 
ready for the summer months 
ahead, which includes a general 
tidy up, some essential pruning 
and getting some colour back 
into borders and pots. 

Plant a rainbow
Plant a rainbow of colour to wel-
come in spring by packing patio 
pots and filling flower beds with 
primulas and polyanthus. 
These cheerful bedding plants 
offer great value, flowering their 
hearts out for weeks on end to 
brighten your outlook on even 
the dullest of days.  Deep pur-
ple, bright pinks and sunshine 
yellow are all part of the primula 
colour spectrum - colours that 
promote creativity, nurturing 
and optimism.  Small pot grown 
plants are available now as 
Plant of the Moment in garden 
centres around the UK, making 
them perfect for creating instant 
displays in any garden, patio or 
courtyard or as blocks of colour 
in beds.

Expert advice
Seed sowing should be at the 
top of your ‘to do’ list at the mo-
ment.  Give seeds soil that is wet 
and warm enough and off they 
go, and the bigger the seed the 
deeper it needs to be in the soil 
to germinate.  Some seeds can 
be sown direct into the ground, 
such as vegetables, whilst some 
prefer to be in seed trays and a 
slighter warmer environment to 
be given a good fighting chance.  

If you grow your own, then 
now is the time to plant your 
bare-root fruit trees, containers 
and cold-stored strawberry 
runners. It’s a key month for 
strawberries - planting and 
sowing seeds of alpine varieties.  
You can also start to sow seeds 
such as broad beans, carrots, 
parsnips, beetroot, onions, peas, 
spinach, salad leaves and Swiss 

chard outdoors in mild areas, 
but be guided by the weather.  
Sweet peppers, tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, aubergine and globe 
artichokes can be sowed indoors 
this month.

Really big seeds - or as we call 
them, bulbs - also need to be 
planted now for summer flow-
ering.  Here’s what the experts 
suggest for March’s gardening 
‘to do’ list:

Spring usually arrives by mid-
March and the frequent sunny 
days provide the opportunity for 
an increasing range of garden-
ing tasks. It’s time to get busy 
preparing seed beds, sowing 
seed, cutting back winter shrubs 
and generally tidying up around 
the garden. -RHS

March is when winter turns 
to spring so start your month 
propagating and dividing and 
then get planting as the cold 
weather becomes milder. It’s a 
great idea to plant your lilies at 
the end of the month and make 
sure you look after your snow-
drops.-Country Life

When buying bulbs, everyone 
seems to think of daffodils, 
tulips, crocus, but forget there’s 
some great summer flowering 
bulbs too. Think gladioli, lilies, 
freesias, as well as unusual ones 
such as Sparaxis and Tigridia. 
They are super colourful and 
extra easy to grow. Summer 
flowering bulbs are ideal for 
dropping into any gap in the 
border, so if you’ve bought 
shrubs which haven’t filled out 
quite yet, fill that space in the 
meantime with some bulbs. - Mi-
chael Parry, founder of Grubby 
Gardeners

National Garden Gift Vouchers can be bought 
and redeemed at over 2,000 outlets in the UK, 
with more than 90,000 garden plants 
and products on offer.  
Visit www.thevouchergarden.co.uk to see the 
outlets that sell and accept them.
You can become a fan and buy vouchers on 
facebook www.facebook.com/GardenGiftVouchers
or follow on twitter @GardenGiftVouch 
or via the blog at www.vouchergardenblog.com

Love it or 

loathe it
Top of the list of the 
most loathed home 
improvement trends 
of the past 50 years 
is 1970s favourite 
pebble dashing, while 
coloured bathroom 
suites also made the 
top three.

Most Loved Home 

Improvement 

Trends:

i.e. bi-fold doors, 
conservatories (58%)

room (56%)

room (44%)

Least Loved Home 

Improvement 

Trends:

suite (42%)

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Farming

WE ARE now well into the new year 
and it looks like the weather has more 
surprises in store for us.

In particular, there has been a lot of 
snow over February, which has meant 
having to feed more concentrate and 
hay than normal to ensure the animals 
have enough to eat. 

We have obtained a couple of  ‘3-in-1’ 
feed hoppers which were surplus to 
requirements on one of the other SRUC 
farms. These should be a great help 
over the coming weeks as they will 
help keep the concentrate feed off  the 
ground and so reduce wastage from 
feed getting trampled. We hope to set 
them up to be able to feed ad-lib, which 
should also save on labour.

The cows have been in their shed since 
the start of December and will start 
calving any day now. All going well, we 
are hoping for 17 healthy calves to be 
born over the coming weeks. 

We have acquired an additional weigh 
crate, so we will be able to weigh the 
calves at birth instead of running them 
into the larger crush. We will also be 
taking note of other aspects of cow and 
calf performance as part of the data 
collection necessary under the new 
Beef Effi  ciency Scheme. This will give 
us a good set of data to use at demon-
stration days and allow us to see how 
we are doing compared to others across 
Scotland.

The ewes will be pregnancy scanned 
at the end of the month, which means 
that we will fi nd out how many lambs 
to expect at the end of April. This will 
also allow us to change our ewe feeding 
regime, making sure that the ewes car-
rying more lambs have access to more 
feed.

As well as being busy feeding the 
animals this past month, we have 
also started our range of events and 
talks. One of my colleagues, Claire 
Morgan-Davies, spent an evening at the 
Tontine Hotel, in Peebles, talking to the 
Peeblesshire Agricultural Discussion So-
ciety. The topic for that evening was on 
‘New Technologies’ and was sponsored 
by Henderson Grass Machinery. 

Around 20 local farmers were present 
and were interested to hear about the 
research work carried out here at Kirk-
ton and Auchtertyre farms on making 
the most of electronic tagging. After a 
general introduction about EID and the 
associated legislation, the technology 
was shown to the farmers, using props 
- the handheld reader and iPad - and 
three short videos, demonstrating how 
the EID weigh crate, automated shedder 
and conveyor work. 

My colleague went on to explain how 
our research work has focused on using 
this technology for winter feeding and 
targeted worming of the lambs. 

All in all, a pleasant evening and some 
of the farmers present were keen to 
come and visit to see our facilities for 
themselves.

The snow has not interfered with 
running events on the farms either. 
We hosted a spraying training course 
in the safe use of pesticides during the 
week of February 29 and another will 
be held during the week of March 21. 

Both courses focus on tractor mounted 
spraying and are for folk born before 
1965, who previously held ‘grandfather 
rights’ to apply pesticides and have 
experience in spraying. 

Course attendees will receive a full 
day of training on the Monday and then 
return on one of the working days that 
week to be examined.

We are very happy to off er the use of 
the farm facilities for these courses.

Having training available more locally 
should mean busy people can fi t it in 
more easily around their farm work at 
this time of year. 

It will also mean that they won’t have 
to travel all the way to central Scotland 
to be trained. There are still places 
available for the course on March 21, 
and if people are interested to join, they 
should contact my colleague Jenna Kyle 
at jenna.kyle@sruc.ac.uk or call 01838 
400210.

We recently hosted an Agri-Environ-
ment and Climate Scheme awareness 
day organised by Helen Bibby from the 
SAC Consulting offi  ce in Oban. 

Around 20 people attended and they 
not only heard about the opportunities 
in the scheme to take action to help 
wading birds or tackle diff use pollution, 
but also had a quick tour of part of the 
farms to see what we ourselves are 
planning on doing through the scheme. 

We also hosted a visit by fi nal year ag-
riculture students from Harper Adams 
University in England. 

The one-day visit was the fi nal leg of a 
study tour of Scotland by students and 
lecturers as part of their Sustainable An-
imal Production Systems in the Uplands 
module. 

During their visit, a number of the 
researchers here on the farms provided 
an overview of the challenges facing 
upland farmers in Scotland and what 
we are doing to help. 

The students had many questions 
during their tour and were particularly 
keen to discuss topics such as how 
widely hill sheep farmers have em-
braced new technologies such as EID, 
how best to prevent wormer resistance 
building up in upland fl ocks, how much 
supplementary feeding was needed by 
the livestock in the winter and how well 
the Lleyn sheep breed performed com-
pared to Blackface in such an extreme 
environment.

In my next column, I shall be able to 
tell you our ewe scanning results and 
how calving is going. In the meantime, 
we are all eagerly awaiting our fi rst calf 
of the year.

Farming Focus  
Ewen Campbell, 

SRUC’s Kirkton & Auchtertyre research farms manager

A snowy scene in February at the 
SRUC Kirkton Farm. 

STIRLING

AT ITS sale in Stirling 
on Thursday February 
25, United Auctions 
sold 3,796 prime sheep 
including 3,043 lambs 
- selling to an average 
price of 182.4p/kg - plus 
753 ewes and rams. 

 Lambs, per head:
Easter Ochtermuthill 

(BTex) £106; Finmount 
(Tex) £98; Boghall (Suff ) 
£97; Ormiston Mains 
(Chev) £96.50; East 

Bracklinn (BF) £86; Luck-
enburn (Char) £83.

 Lambs, per kilo:
Easter Ochtermuthill 

(BTex) 240p; Loanhead 
of Duchally (Tex) 220p; 
Loanhead of Duchally 
(Chev) 209p; Strone 
(Suff ) 200p; Connachan 
(BF) 189p; Luckenburn 
(Char) 182p; Drimsynie 
Est (Mule) 181p.

 Ewes:
Loanhead of Duchally 

(Tex) £119; Merryhill 
(Suff ) £111.50; Drimsynie 

Est (Cont) £110.50; 
Aucheneck (ContX) 
£100; Overhill (Chev) 
£91.50; Leyden (Mule) 
£86.50; Dunruchan (BF) 
£74.50; High Dunasherry 
(Swale) £60.50.

 Tups:
Windyhall (Suff ) £113; 

Raemore (Tex) £103; 
Drumaghinier (BF) 
£83.50; Aikengall (BFL) 
£97; Glendamph (BF) 
£81.

IACS 2016
SAC Consulting

IACS Surgeries will be held throughout 
Argyll, Lochaber & The Isles

During March & April

SAC Consultants provide a professional service for 

complicated forms

Make sure you maximise your farm support 

to complete your IACS forms

To book your appointment please contact 

Oban Tel:  01631 563093
Campbeltown Tel:  01586 552502

QUALITY 2YR 
3 MTH REG. 

BITCHES
Moffat 12th. Sadly 

underworked - rain etc.
Ideal for any decent 

handler
You tube 3 videos - 

James Weirs Julie Jill
James Weir's Julie & 

James Weir's Jill
01631 730244

A WELL-known north Argyll farming 
couple are set to feature in a major 
new BBC documentary series.

This Farming Life, a 12-part series, 
follows the struggles and triumphs of 
five very different farming families in 
some of Scotland’s most beautiful and 
remote landscapes.

The series will follow the ups and 
downs of hill farming life for Sybil and 
George MacPherson on their farm of 
Brackley, Dalmally.

Filmed over a year, the series opens in 
the autumn of 2014 - and preparations 
for tupping time are well underway for 
sheep farmers across the country. 

It all stemmed from huge public 
interest in the series ‘Lambing Live’, 
said Mrs MacPherson. ‘Hopefully the 
series will help the public to under-
stand what we do,’ she added.

‘Farming is our business, but it is so 
much more than that. It’s a way of life 
that also involves looking after the 

countryside and taking very good care 
of our animals.’

She added: ‘The filming was terrify-
ing in some ways to begin with, but in 
the end we became quite friendly with 
the crew.

‘Some of the questions they were 
asking really made us stop and think 
about why we do things the way we do 
them. It really was interesting.’

Other farmers featured include hill 
farmers Bobby and Anne Lennox from 

Shantron Farm, Luss, and ex-barrister 
Sandy Granville on the Isle of Lewis.

BBC publicity said: ‘Allowing the 
cameras on to their farms and into 
their lives, the families featured are 
trying to turn a profit in testing eco-
nomic times. Life, at times, is tough 
- but never dull.’

This Farming Life starts on Monday, 
March 7. The series will be screened 
over four weeks, with three episodes 
per week.

Sybil and George open 
door into farming life

WANTED
Large quantity of red granite
We are willing to pay top prices for 
suitable weathered building stone

Will demolish and uplift

Please contact : 
Mr Cumming 07760 888165

Sybil and George MacPherson at Brackley Farm, ready for the cameras to roll. a10sybilgeorge01no

AS EWES move closer to lambing, 
Police Scotland has promised to en-
force the law ‘robustly’ around sheep 
worrying by dogs.

A new three-month Police Scotland 
campaign has been launched to raise 
awareness amongst dog owners about 
the devastating effects of livestock 
worrying.

The campaign will see Scottish 
Natural Heritage working with the 
Scottish Partnership Against Rural 
Crime - a group which includes Police 
Scotland, the National Farmers Union 
of Scotland and Scottish Land and 
Estates - to encourage dog walkers to 
use the countryside responsibly.

A dog attacking, chasing or even 
being at large in a field where sheep 
are kept can lead to significant injury 
and often leads to the sheep being 
killed or destroyed. Such attacks have 
a financial and emotional impact on 
the farmer, and are avoidable if dog 
owners follow some simple steps.

Inspector Jane Donaldson, Police 
Scotland rural crime co-ordinator, 
said: ‘The advice to anyone walking 
and exercising their dogs in the coun-
tryside is to ensure that they are under 
control at all times and avoid going 
into fields where livestock is grazing.  
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code 
says that dogs shouldn’t be taken into 
fields where there are lambs or other 
young farm animals.’

Announcing the crackdown, Police 
Scotland said it ‘will enforce the ex-
isting legislation robustly, ensuring all 
reported cases of sheep worrying are 
thoroughly investigated and offenders 

reported to the procurator fiscal’.
Allan Bowie, NFU Scotland’s presi-

dent, said: ‘NFU Scotland is extremely 
concerned by the growing issue of 
livestock worrying across many areas 
of Scotland.

‘Figures recently obtained by the 
union confirm that the number of 
instances is on the increase, and this 
is very worrying. There have been a 
number of instances recently where the 
losses suffered by farmers have been 
substantial, both in terms of emotional 
impact and financial costs.  

‘The public has a right of responsible 
access, and in being responsible should 
ensure that they are familiar with the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code, and 
this sets out what is expected of them.

‘We continue to work at a national 
and local level with Police Scotland 
and other stakeholders to raise aware-
ness of this issue.’

Inspector Donaldson added: ‘We are 
encouraging farmers and landowners 
to engage with dog walkers and to put 
signs up on gateways and on key roads 
and paths alerting them to the pres-
ence of sheep and lambs in their fields.’

Preventative measures can be also 
be taken using Dog Control Notices 
issued by the local authority. These 
written notices can be served on own-
ers who do not keep their dogs under 
proper control and place control meas-
ures such as keeping the dog on a lead 
or being muzzled in a public place.

Farmers and those who use the coun-
tryside are urged to report all incidents 
of livestock worrying to police on 101, 
or using 999 in an emergency. 

Police clamp down on 
irresponsible dog owners

Market Reports

SPRING is on the way at United 
Auctions.

The auction company will hold its 
early spring sale of cattle and sheep 
at Dalmally on Saturday March 5.

Around 250 cattle of all classes are 
catalogued to go through the ring, 
as well as sheep. The action starts at 
11am

The following Saturday, March 12, 
it’s over to Islay for another early 
spring sale. Enquiries are invited 
for the sale of around 1,000 grazing 
bullocks and heifers from this fertile 
inner Hebridean island.

Sales spring to life
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Schiehallion,  Tobermory, Isle Of Mull

OIEO £225,000

Terraced Cottage 
Conversion
4 Bedroom / 3 Bathroom 
/ 1 WC
Mature garden
Close to Tobermory town 
centre
Excellent B&B potential
EPC Rating - C (74)

Schiehallion is a spacious 4 bedroom terraced cottage conversion 
located in Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. This deceptively 
spacious 1 ½ storey converted cottage off ers generous living 
spaces, self-contained holiday rental and garden.

Tigh Shee, Bunessan, Isle Of Mull

OIEO £165,000

Detached Bungalow
2 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
Stunning Views
No Chain & Vacant 
Possession
0.25 acre Garden & 
Detached Garage
EPC Rating - C (70)

Tigh Shee is a spacious two bedroom detached bungalow only a 
short drive from the village of Bunessan on the Isle of Mull. The 
property comprises a spacious hall, kitchen/diner, lounge, family 
bathroom and two double bedrooms.

7D Combie Lane, Oban

7D Combie Lane is a deceptively spacious one bedroom fi rst 
fl oor fl at located close to Oban town centre. 7D Combie Lane 
currently achieves £475 PCM as a long term rental property 
making it an excellent buy to let investment but could equally 
make an ideal fi rst time buyer property.

Land East of Achamore, Bunessan

OIRO £50,000

Picturesque site close to 
Bunessan
Quiet location on popular 
island with beaches clos
Planning permission in 
principle
Services close by
Plot 1 - 0.32 acres
Plot 2 - 0.37 acres

First Floor Flat
1 Bedroom/Shower Room/
WC
Quiet central location
Communal garden
Excellent rental investment
EPC Rating - D (58)

Two, delightful neighbouring plots, situated above the village of 
Bunessan on the Island of Mull, each with planning permission in 
principle for a dwelling house. £50,000 per plot.

Oakfi eld, Dervaig, Isle Of Mull

OIRO £180,000

Semi-detached
2 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
Village location
Holiday home potential
Close to Calgary Beach
EPC Rating - F (24)

A charming 2 bedroom semi-detached house in the popular 
village of Dervaig on the west coast of the Isle of Mull. The pink 
house as it is known locally, was built in the 1820s and enjoys a 
unique position at the end of the Dervaigs main street.

47 Rockfi eld Road, Tobermory

OIRO £110,000

Ground Floor Flat
3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
Situated in a popular 
residential area
Private front and rear 
garden
Excellent fi rst time buyer 
property
EPC Rating - C (69)

47 Rockfi eld Road off ers excellent family sized accommodation 
within easy reach of Tobermory town centre. Situated a short 
walk from the Main Street, the ground fl oor fl at has a lounge, 
kitchen/diner, 3 double bedrooms and a family bathroom. 

12 Riverside Court, Tobermory, Isle Of Mull

OIRO £105,000

Modern fi rst fl oor fl at
2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
Move in condition
Great rental investment
Factored Development
EPC Rating - C (75)

 No. 12 Riverside Court - A modern and spacious fi rst fl oor fl at in a 
block of four in a modern development in Tobermory. 

13 St Conan’s Road, Loch Awe

OIEO £100,000

Semi detached
2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
Views of Loch Awe
Private garden and 
separate garage
Multi fuel stove
EPC Rating - D (53)

13 St Conan’s Road is a two bedroom, semi detached property 
enjoys views over Loch Awe and would make an attractive and 
practical home in a popular hamlet. The house has been well 
maintained and enhanced with a number of improvements, 
including Velux windows and the creation of a larger bedroom 
on the fi rst fl oor.

OIEO £85,000

THERE have 

been more chang-

es in the Private Rent-

ed Sector with the Private 

Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Bill. The aim 

is to update the tenancy structure to provide 

security and stability to tenants, while ensur-

ing the sector is attractive to landlords and 

investors.

The Housing Minister and MSPs put forward 

nearly 200 amendments to the Bill at stage 2. 

It should receive royal assent later this year, 

but the new regime is unlikely to be intro-

duced until the end of 2017 or early 2018.

The most concerning amendments for 
private landlords were: 

1.    Removing the ability to set an initial fi xed 

term - no fi xed term can be agreed and the 

tenancy will be rolling from the outset. The 

landlord and tenant can end the tenancy 

at any point on giving the required notice 

(the landlord would only be able to end the 

tenancy if one of the grounds for possession 

outlined in the bill applied). It introduces fur-

ther uncertainty and risk for landlords, par-

ticularly for those who operate in the student 

sector. This change also creates more uncer-

tainty for tenants, who could receive notice 

from their landlord early on in the tenancy if 

the landlord requires the property for a pur-

pose detailed in the grounds for possession.

2.   A relaxation of the mandatory rent arrears 

ground – as originally worded this applied 

if at any point during the tenancy the ten-

ant had owed one month’s rent for three or 

more consecutive months, meaning that a 

tribunal would have to award the landlord 

possession even if the tenant had paid off  

the arrears by the time the tribunal hearing 

took place. This prevents the tribunal from 

awarding possession unless the tenant still 

owes a month’s rent at the start of the day 

on which the tribunal hearing takes place. If 

the tenant owes less than one month’s rent 

the ground would be discretionary, and the 

tribunal would only award the landlord pos-

session if they considered it reasonable. 

3.    Exempting purpose built student accom-

modation from the regime – this removes 

PBSA properties from the tenancy regime, 

meaning that landlords of such accommoda-

tion can require students to move out of their 

accommodation without having to rely on 

the grounds for possession listed in the bill.

4.   Removing eight-week notice period re-

quired from tenants – a green party amend-

ment approved by the committee sees 

the removal of the requirement for tenants 

who’ve been in a property more than six 

months to give eight weeks’ notice. This 

means that all tenants will be required to give 

just four weeks’ notice to leave regardless of 

the duration of their stay.

MSPs will have the opportunity to vote on 

amendments at the end of this third stage. 

When that is complete the bill should re-

ceive royal assent later this year, but the new 

regime is unlikely to be introduced until 

the end of 2017/2018. There is no need for 

landlords to make any changes to their pa-

perwork and procedures for the time being, 

but, as always, we will keep you posted. Full 

details can be found by searching ‘Private 

Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Bill.’

UNDER OFFERUNDER OFFER

CEOL-NA-MARA    CRAIGNURE, ISLE OF MULL

4 bedroomed family bungalow in excellent order conveniently 
located on the outskirts of Craignure within easy walking distance of 
the ferry and amenities. Large well-maintained garden with garage 
and outbuildings. DG and oil CH.
OIRO £270,000.
For viewing and further information 
contact the seller’s agent, W 
Graham Sutherland. 07540 293360. 
wgrahamsutherland@gmail.com

Tel: 07540 293360

SEVENTY-SEVEN per 
cent of building society 
variable rate accounts 
pay more than base rate, 
compared to 55 per cent 
of banks.

Bank variable rate ISAs 
have seen interest rates 

Bank easy-access ac-
count rates are down by 

years.
Average variable rate s 

paid by building societies 
are 1.19 per cent compared 
to 0.88 per cent on similar 
accounts by banks.

Building societies are 
consistently offering bet-
ter value to long-suffering 
savers than their banking 
counterparts, as rates 
continue to fall despite no 
movement in the Bank of 
England Base Rate.

Savers holding variable 

rate ISAs with banks 
have seen their interest 
rates fall by a massive 

down from an average of 
1.72 per cent to just 0.91 
per cent, while building 
society rates on the same 
products have fallen from 
1.72 per cent to 1.25 per 
cent on average.

Those with easy-access 
accounts have also seen 

bank customers seeing 
their rates down by more 
than a third (36 per cent) 
from 0.91 per cent to 0.58 
per cent on average.

Building society rates 
on these accounts have 
also fallen, but far less 
steeply from 1.03 per cent 
to 0.83 per cent at the end 
of last year.

Overall, building socie-
ties have more than three 

quarters (77 per cent) of 
their accounts paying 
more than the Base Rate, 
compared to just 55 per 
cent of bank accounts, 
a disparity which is 
remarkably similar to 
last year’s data collated 
by Savings Champion. 
On average, banks will 
pay their customers 0.87 
per cent in interest, while 
building societies pay an 
average of 1.17 per cent.

Susan Hannums, 
director at independent 
savings advice site Sav-
ingschampion.co.uk said: 
‘Building societies and 
challenger banks continue 
to show their support 
to savers in the form of 
better rates. While the 
challenger banks work 
to entice new savers, the 
building societies work to 
keep their existing ones. 

The challenger banks are 
bucking the trend and 
without them the banks’ 

worse.
‘It is clear that the tra-

ditional banks have little 
interest in encouraging 
existing or new savers 
to put more money with 
them, as the rates on 
offer continue to fall 
dramatically despite no 
movement in the Base 
Rate. For those savers 
who have an account 
with a traditional bank, 
it would be worth seeing 
how much better off they 
could be by switching.’

For example, the top 
variable rate ISA is 
currently with Teachers 
Building Society, and its 
Cash ISA Notice 90 Issue 
5 is paying 1.50 per cent, 
way ahead of the bank 

average of 0.91 per cent 
and higher even than the 
average building society 
average rate on these 
products of 1.25 per cent.                    

Ms Hannums added: 
‘Talking about average 
rates gives a good indica-
tion of the direction banks 
and building societies are 
going, but it is important 
to look closely at what the 
best rates on offer are at 
any given time, and get 
them. This does not have 
to be a chore; it is one of 
the reasons we developed 
our rate tracker to help 
make this process easier.

‘People should vote 
with their feet and get a 
better deal for themselves, 
because one thing is for 
sure, if you are waiting for 
you bank to help you, you 
will be waiting for a very 
long time.’

TO LET

RESIDENTIAL/BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
This is a rural property with stunning view 

of Loch Awe near Kilchrenan.
4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, large sitting/dinning room area.

Very good record on airbnb.
Great family house for those that prefer rural life.

Furnished or unfurnished £650pcm.
Heating & hot water supplied by wood pellet boiler.

Contact Frank - 07831264806
landlord reg 266939/130/02351

GROUND TO LET
OBAN AIRPORT

ARGYLL

For further information contact: 

The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Services, Helensburgh 

and Lomond Civic Centre, 38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG. 

Telephone 01436 658957.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Portakabin
for Sale
Steel framed thermal insulated 
Portakabin
10.8 feet x 9.3 feet (14.6, x 4.2m)

sitting room and shower room.

£4000 ono

Tel: 01879 220555 / 01631 566275

TO LET
3 BEDROOM 

COTTAGE
Balvicar, 

Isle of Seil
£640PCM no DSS

Landlord Reg: 
28506/ 130/ 13010

Te: 01852 300432

LOCHALINE SNACK BAR

Well established since 1989, takeaway and sit in, fully equipped,
Prime location at  Ferry Pier, Lochaline

For further details Telephone 07711 035915

The battle of the 
banks vs building 
societies

WEST COAST 
PROPERTY GUIDE

WEST COAST 
PROPERTY GUIDE
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Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
off er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range of award winning 
publications, off ering high quality advertising packages to local 
businesses.
You will benefi t from on-going training, fi rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and eff ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays

The purpose of the SCTS is supporting justice. We fulfi l that purpose 
by providing the people, buildings and services needed to support 
the judiciary, courts, tribunals and the Offi ce of the Public Guardian.

The SCTS is committed to equality and diversity in employment and service delivery www.scotcourtstribunals.gov.uk

Legal Advisers
Location: Sheriffdom of North Strathclyde
You will be expected to regularly sit in courts in Campbeltown, Dunoon, Lochgilphead and Oban 
and provide assistance to the wider Sheriffdom where necessary.
Contract types/Hours of work: Part-time, permanent (60 hours per month). Working pattern will 
coincide with the requirements of the Court Programme.
Starting Salary from: £31,358 pro-rated Grade: SEO
Vacancies have arisen within the team of Legal Advisers for the Justice of the Peace Courts in the Sheriffdom of North Strathclyde. 
As a Legal Adviser, you will support the effective and effi cient delivery of lay justice in the JP courts in the Sheriffdom. 
You will be admitted as a solicitor in Scotland (and hold a current practising certifi cate from the Law Society of Scotland) or 
advocate in Scotland and are likely to have experience of criminal court work or relevant work experience in the justice sector or a 
related fi eld. However, training will be provided and we would like to hear from qualifi ed solicitors or advocates who indicate that 
they possess the personal qualities required, and who would wish to apply for this challenging and interesting post. 
You will be capable of providing independent legal and procedural advice to the Justices of the Peace in and out of court, to clerk JP 
courts in the Sheriffdom, and fully participate in the training of Justices at a local, Sheriffdom and national level. You will be part of a 
team of legal advisers charged with providing an excellent service in the lay criminal courts which are geographically dispersed 
throughout the Sheriffdom. 
We offer an interesting work environment, fl exible working arrangements, 25 days holiday entitlement, 11.5 days Public and 
Privilege holidays and a civil service pension. There are a variety of opportunities for career progression in the service.
If you are interested in these challenging and rewarding opportunities, you may apply online at www.scotcourts.gov.uk/
recruitment For further information on the posts, please contact Peter Livingstone, Sheriffdom Legal Advisor, Sheriffdom 
of North Strathclyde on 0141 847 6733 or email plivingstone@scotcourts.gov.uk 
The closing date for the post is 18 March 2016.
Interviews will be held on the week beginning 4 April 2016.

The Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service is exempt from the protections of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (1974). 
This permits us to ask applicants details of both spent and unspent convictions, along with details of any formal cautions that 

you may have. Individuals without existing security clearance will always be considered as all successful applicants will require a 
standard level Disclosure check completed before employment can commence. We are looking for a motivated person to join our 

busy Chandlery team for this summer season.
Full time 5 day a week position March - 

September. Weekend working on rota system. 
Computer skills essential.

Visit website for full details or call office for 
application form.

Ardfern Yacht Centre, Ardfern, By 
Lochgilphead, Argyll. 01852 500 247

chandlery@ardfernyacht.co.uk

Summer Season 
Chandlery Administrator

About the Role
Supporting the Scottish Government Youth Employment Initiative, 
Skills Development Scotland is committed to offering Graduate 
opportunities within our Regional Operations Directorate.  
The role will see you employed, initially on a 2 year fixed term 
contract as a Trainee Careers Adviser and through a comprehensive 
development plan, you will be supported to complete the Post 
Graduate Diploma qualification in Career Guidance & Development.
This role will be based in Oban.
About You
The successful candidate must have a minimum 2:2 degree and 
disciplines of particular interest are community education, teaching 
and social sciences and you must be committed to undertake 
further study at postgraduate level while carrying out the duties of 
a Trainee Careers Adviser.   You must also have a genuine desire to 
work in this profession and geographical area.
The role will require strong interpersonal skills with the ability to 
engage customers in a school, post school and office environment. 
In order to support the government’s initiative on youth employment 
candidates must be aged 24 or younger on April 30th 2016.
Due to the rurality of the location you must possess a driving licence 
and access to a vehicle.
To apply please visit: https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.
co.uk/current-vacancies/
Closing date for applications Sunday 13th March.

Trainee Careers Adviser

Closing date: 18 March 2016.

To apply visit our website

Driver/Pupil Escort (Permanent)

£15,665 to £16,591 pro rata Mid Argyll Ref: CTF01160

12.5 hours per week, term-time

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

REQUIRE

SITE MANAGERS / SUPERVISORS
ALSO

QUALIFIED JOINERS
FOR MAINTENANCE DEPT.

VALID CSCS, H &S QUALIFICATIONS
& DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS / C.V. TO
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

REQUIRE

UPVC
FABRICATOR
TRAINING WILL BE 

PROVIDED
 (Mid-Argyll based)

FULL TIME PERMANENT 
POSITION

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS 
/ C.V. TO KILMORY 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RR.

OR e-mail – 
lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Required part time 

VAN DRIVER 
to  cover parts of 

Argyll & Mull

Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursdays

Must be fit and reliable

Could lead to full time

Good rate of pay

07887 771229

Dining staff
Housekeeping staff    
Bar Staff (Bar Rio)

For more information please contact
Darrel Williams, General Manager

Tel: 01631 562183

Email: Darrel.Williams@sgehotels.com

Columba Hotel
has the following  

full time positions available

Couple required: 
BOATMAN/ESTATE HANDYMAN/

DOMESTIC HELP
Required for large isolated estate in Central West Highlands 

(unsuitable for young children).
Experience in Plant and Machinery. Full clean driving licence.

Request for Job Description and Application Form to: 

Brenda Ramsay, CKD Galbraith Lynedoch House, Barossa

Place, Perth, PH1 5EP, Tel 01738 448140 or 

E-mail: brenda.ramsay@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Dunollie Museum, 
Castle and Grounds
2 x Part-time Receptionists 

(approx. 15 hours per week)
Reliable,  flexible and friendly seasonal staff needed. 
Previous experience in hospitality, sales or heritage 
setting required.  Knowledge of local area an advantage.

www.dunollie.org for full job description  / fiona@
dunollie.org or   01631 570550  for more info.

Closing date 10th March 2016 at 5pm
Dunollie House, Oban, PA34 5TT

VACANCY NOTICE
Employing Company: CalMac Ferries Limited                    
Position: Nightman 
Rate of Pay: £22,490 per annum pro rata
Location:  Craignure Ferry Terminal
Contract Type:  Seasonal (until 24 October 2016)
Shift Pattern: 7 nights (one week on, one week off)
Date Advertised: 1 March 2016
Closing Date: 11 March 2016 
Ref:  813-SB
Applications are invited for the position of Part Time Night man at 
the Craignure Ferry Terminal. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for:

location.

 any running machinery
 mooring ropes
 gangway, safety net and securing ropes
 for unauthorised persons on board

when completed and sign Night Order Book.

The successful applicant will have a flexible approach to working as 
the shift pattern is one week on, one week off and you must be able 
to commute to the Craignure Ferry Terminal.
The successful applicant must also be customer focused, have a 
clear understanding of the customer interface and have a proactive 
approach to customer care.
Please reply , submitting a CV, quoting reference number 813-
SB and return no later than 11 March 2016 to vacancies@
davidmacbraynehr.co.uk or alternatively, by post to:
David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited, Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 
1QP
CP07/1/R1 REF: 813-SB
CalMac Ferries Limited is an Equal Opportunities Employer

The Oban Times has an opportunity for an experienced, enthusiastic and 

highly-motivated journalist on our Fort William newsdesk.

The person we are looking for will be fully qualified with shorthand, multi-media 
literate and be unafraid of hard work.

They will be bursting with ideas to develop the news agenda, understand the 
importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their patch, and be capable of 
working on their own initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full driving licence.

As well as writing for the newspaper of record for the West Highlands, they will be 
expected to take pictures on the job, as well as contribute to our social media channels.

This is an excellent opportunity to join one of Scotland’s leading independent news 
publishers. We offer a competitive salary, great experience and training, as well as 
private health care, an enhanced pension and a relocation package.

Please apply by email, sending your CV and some examples of your work to: 
Alison Arden at  ali@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Fort William
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I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by 

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

£5.97
including P&P

£3.97
including P&P

£3.97
including P&P

£3.97
including P&P

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Arran Banner
  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

£

£

£

£

HURRY!
When they’re gone, they’re goneSALE NOW ON OFF50%

up to

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 
12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00308/PP Erection of building comprising 2 dance studios, ancillary services 
including cafe and linking corridor to the existing studios

Ichrachan House Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1HP 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/00318/PP Extension of existing 14.6 metres high lattice mast to 23 metres 
high to support 2 antenna and 2 Remote Radio Units (RRUs) and 2 x 
300mm dia dish antenna, additional equipment to be located within 
existing ground level cabinet

Glen Orchy Greenfield Site Telecommunications 
Mast Glen Lochy Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Dalmally

16/00428/PP Change of use of retail premises to drop in centre to include kitchen, 
dining area, lounge area and toilets

2 Soroba Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4HU Oban Area Office

16/00452/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of septic tank Land West Of The Kennels Craig Dalmally Argyll 
and Bute PA33 1AR 

Sub Post Office Dalmally

16/00485/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of vehicular access and 
installation of septic tank

Land South East of Seaview Croft 17 Balevullin 
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute 

Tiree Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00455/PP Installation of oil tank and erection of extensions to outbuilding 
(retrospective)

1 Argyll Terrace Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and 
Bute PA75 6PB 

Tobermory Area Office

16/00497/PP Installation of telecommunications cabinet (1430mm x 450mm x 
1300mm)

Land North East of Tigh Fraioch Dervaig Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Dervaig

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 
8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments 
for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00222/PP Alterations and extension to existing hotel, formation of new tourism 
lodges and erection of driving range with staff accommodation above 
(amended design relative to planning permission reference 15/00665/PP)

Machrie Hotel Port Ellen Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00510/PP Erection of replacement garage Cillebhride Main Street Port Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA48 7TL 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(B8077 STRONMILCHAN ROAD) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2016

On Monday 29 February 2016, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will 
make it unlawful for any person to wait, drive or cause or permit to be driven any motor vehicle on that length of the B8077 Stronmilchan Road, which extends from the 
access road to the electricity substation, 1.4 kilometres or thereby from its junction with the A85 Tyndrum to Oban Trunk Road, in a north easterly direction for a distance 
of 200 metres or thereby. 

The closure which is necessary in order to permit essential maintenance works to be carried out on overhead cables will be effective when indicated by signs, between the 
14th and 28th March 2016 or until the works are completed, whichever may be the earlier. 

The diversion route will be via the A85 trunk road and will be signed in an appropriate manner.

VARIATION OF CHARGES AT OFF STREET PARKING PLACES IN THE TOWN OF OBAN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council in exercise of the powers conferred on them by section 35C of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 hereby varies 
the charges payable in respect of vehicles using the car parks listed below with effect from 1st April 2016. 

Car Park Existing Charges (until 31st March 2016) Revised Charges (from 1st April 2016)

North Pier, Albany Street, Tweeddale Street, Market Street, 
Corran Halls No. 1 and No. 2 and Esplanade 

15 minutes 20 pence 15 minutes 30 pence

30 minutes 40 pence 30 minutes 50 pence

45 minutes 60 pence 45 minutes 80 pence

1 hour 80 pence 1 hour £1.00

3 monthly charge £116.00 3 monthly charge £135.00

6 monthly charge £216.00 6 monthly charge £250.00

9 monthly charge £311.00 9 monthly charge £360.00

Annual charge £407.00 Annual charge £475.00

Staff Permits

Albany Street & North Pier Car Park

Annual charge £80.50 Annual charge £95.00

Penalty Charge Notice (paid within 14 days) £30.00

Penalty Charge Notice (paid after 14 days) £60.00

VARIATION OF CHARGES AT OFF STREET PARKING PLACES IN MULL 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council in exercise of the powers conferred on them by section 35C of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 hereby varies 
the charges payable in respect of vehicles using the car parks listed below with effect from 1st April 2016. 

Car Parks Existing Charges (until 31st March 2016) Revised Charges (from 1st April 2016)

Iona Ferry No 1 and Iona Ferry No 2 Car Parks in 
Fionnphort

15 minutes 20 pence 15 minutes 30 pence

30 minutes 40 pence 30 minutes 50 pence

45 minutes 60 pence 45 minutes 80 pence

1 hour 80 pence 1 hour £1.00

Seasonal Charge £90.00 Seasonal Charge £105.00

Car Park Existing Charges (until 31st March 2016) Revised Charges (from 1st April 2016)

Craignure Toilets Car Park, Craignure 15 minutes 20 pence 15 minutes 30 pence

30 minutes 40 pence 30 minutes 50 pence

45 minutes 60 pence 45 minutes 80 pence

1 hour 80 pence 1 hour £1.00

3 monthly charge £116.00 3 monthly charge £135.00

6 monthly charge £216.00 6 monthly charge £250.00

9 monthly charge £311.00 9 monthly charge £360.00

Annual charge £407.00 Annual charge £475.00

Penalty Charge Notice (paid within 14 days) £30.00

Penalty Charge Notice (paid after 14 days) £60.00

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY
Councillor Roddy McCuish (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 4th March 2016 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 3.00pm – 5.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 567854.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus BhòidTOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments 14 days.  
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/00599/FUL

16/00601/FUL

16/00662/FUL

16/00668/FUL

16/00791/FUL

16/00799/FUL

16/00833/FUL

Development  Address

Kinlocheil Outward Bound 
Centre,
Achdalieu, Fort William

5 Bunacaimb
Arisaig

Land 2220M SW of 
Calderburn, Cottage, 
Invergarry

Land 30M NW of Tigh A 
Righ, Onich

Lochshiel View, Acharacle

Quarries Kitchen Barr Stores
Loan Fern, Ballachulish

Kemble, Glenuig, Lochailort

Proposal Description

Proposed alterations & extension to 
storage building

Proposed dwelling house

Amended pipe route to intake 2 of the 
Glen Buck hydro scheme (Previous 
application 14/01228/FUL)

New pre-fabricated Steel Cycle 
Bridge with timber deck over Abhainn 
Righ Water 

Proposed dwelling house

Relocation of flue

Erection of house

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Barrapol Common Grazings, 
Tiree
Registration Number: CG263

Back of Keppoch Glenan 
Achnaskian Etc Common 
Grazings, Arisaig and Moidart
Registration Number: CG275

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS

D M Colthart
12 Kinlochlaich, Lismore & 
Appin
0.026 ha – Hydro Electric 
Scheme 
4.86.63555

M T Heads
Arivoulchallum, Kildalton & 
Oa
0.4609 ha - Site for a dwell-
ing house 
4.86.61188

C Cameron
Achnamone Ledaig, Ard-
chattan & Muckairn
0.221 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.63588

C Cameron
Achnamone Ledaig, Ard-
chattan & Muckairn
0.173 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.63591

I Carmichael
20 & 21 Badabrie, Kilmallie
0.276 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.62801

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

J A Cameron
209 Acharacle, Ardnamur-
chan & Sunart
0.15 ha – Croft house site 
and garden ground 
4.85.62980
Conditions: 3a, 4, 8

Conditions

(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(4) That fence shall be main-
tained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date of 
the Direction unless an ap-
plication for registration of 
the making of the Direction is 
submitted before the expiry 
of that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may ap-
peal against a decision to 
the Scottish Land Court with-
in 42 days of the date of this 
advert.

First Registration of 
a Croft

Mr Gary MacIver has 
registered their croft 221 
Acharacle also known as 
Ferrymans Croft on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 16 November 
2016

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2367

Proposed Division 
of a Croft by Owner-

occupier Crofter
Colin Campbell and Anne 
Campbell is applying to 
divide the croft at 64 and 
65 Banavie, Kilmallie into 
2 new crofts.
If you consider you 
have a relevant interest 
in this application, you 
may submit comments 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW or 
email: info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of  the advert.
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Ishbel Wilson has 
registered the croft 
12,13,14,15&16 Unachan, 
Achnahanate,  Kilmonivaig, 
on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 17 November, 2016.
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2366.

First Registration of 
a Croft

Mr Robert Hosie Clark 
Kerchwen has regis-
tered their croft Brae-
manvoir (share) & 
Uisken (shares), Ard-
chiavaig, Kilfinichen 
& Kilvickeon  on the 
Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wish-
es to challenge the 
registration may apply 
to the Scottish Land 
Court by 05 October 
2016

Details of the registra-
tion can be found at 
www.crof ts . ros .gov.
uk/register/home. The 
croft registration num-
bers are Braemanvoir 
C2311 & Uisken C2319

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Jo Carson has registered 
their croft 26 Auchinahard, 
Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 4th Novem-
ber 2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.  
The croft registration num-
ber is A0684.

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Mrs Hannah Joan 
MacAllister has registered 
the croft Creag Mhor, Isle 
of Colonsay on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 10th 
November 2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2337.Amended First 

Registration of a Croft

Mrs Catherine Turner has 
registered the croft 84 & 
85 Lochyside, Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 13/10/2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2146.

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Mr Gillespie Cameron has 
registered his crofts 45b. 
Ormsaigmore and 45c 
Ormsaigmore, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 25th 
November 2016.
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
Croft registration numbers 
are C2424 and C2419 
respectively.

Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 
Centre (Oban) Ltd

AGM
Will be held on 21st March 

2016 At 7pm
In the Multiple Sclerosis 

Therapy Centre (Oban) Ltd
Glencruitten Road, Oban

Argyll PA34 4PU
Telephone/Fax 
01631 566602

e-mail:oban.msc@
btconnect.com

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Ms Wendy Elizabeth 
MacGillivray is applying 
to the Crofting Commis-
sion for consent to assign 
the tenancy of the croft at 
Sheilfoot West to Sam A. 
MacGillivray of 16 Moss, 
Acharacle.

If you consider you 
have a relevant interest 
in this application, you 
may submit comments 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or  
email info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk within 
28 days from the date 
of publication of the ad-
vert. 

Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open pro-
cess and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. 

Your comments would 
also be released under a 
Freedom of Information 
enquiry.
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TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

HELENSBURGH SUBARU WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO OUR 

RIDE & DRIVE EVENT 11-13TH MARCH 2016

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

SUBARU has again demonstrated 
the agility and precision handling 
prowess of its rear-wheel drive BRZ 
sportscar by securing the Guinness 
World Record for the ‘Tightest 360° 
spin’. 

The record was secured at the 
Autosport International Show 
over the weekend, with the BRZ 
in capable hands of former world 
record holder Alastair Moffat.

Stunt-driver ace Alastair Moffatt 
broke the previous  2.5-metre 
Guinness World Record, which was 
achieved in 2014, by flicking the 
BRZ into a 360° spin between two 
obstacles in Autosport Interna-
tional’s Live Action Arena.

Moffatt has previous experience 
setting daring Guinness World Re-
cords, including ‘Tightest Reverse 
Parallel Park’ and ‘Tightest Parallel 
Park’, the latter established at the 

2015 Autosport show.
The 4.24-metre-long Subaru BRZ 

is renowned for its low centre of 
gravity – lower than many high-
end supercars – and naturally-as-
pirated 2.0-litre ‘Boxer’ engine, 
making the BRZ one of the most 
exciting and engaging cars on the 
road

In order for Alastair to have max-
imise control over the car through-
out the manoeuvre, the traction 
control was switched off and ABS 
disengaged.

Moffat was keen to try the attempt 
in the BRZ, given its combination 
of lightweight, rear-wheel drive 
and highly controllable chassis. 

He said after the shows: ‘The 
Subaru BRZ was the perfect car 
in which to do it; light, highly 
manoeuvrable and easy to control. 
It’s great to have another record to 

FIGURES recently released by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) show 
white has retained its position as the UK’s most 
popular new car colour for the third year running, 
with demand growing 2.2 per cent to 564,393 
units.

Of the 2,635,518 new cars registered in 2015, 
21.4 per cent were white, compared with less 
than one per cent a decade ago. The preference 
for white across most of the UK was not mirrored 
in the South East where more black cars were 
registered than white. 

Blue cars also enjoyed a resurgence in demand, 
with more than one in six people choosing the 
colour. Blue used to be the nation’s fi rst choice 
of car colour in the late 1990s and, after a period 
of falling popularity at the start of the century, it 
has now seen three years of continued growth in 
demand. 

Meanwhile, after eight years at the top between 
2000 and 2008, silver continued its decline. 

It now makes up just more than one in 10 new 
car registrations compared with its peak in 2004 
when almost every third new car registered was 
silver. Overall, neutral tones continued to domi-
nate, with black cars in second place after white 
and followed by grey, taking 19.4 per cent and 
15.6 per cent of the market respectively.

But it wasn’t all black and white, with more buy-
ers opting to stand out on the roads with brighter 
colours.

The number of people choosing mauve cars 
rose by approximately a third in 2015 (30 per 
cent) to 12,414, taking the colour into the top 10 
for the fi rst time. 

Demand for green cars grew by 31.2 per cent to 
28,250 units to take its highest market share (1.07 
per cent) for fi ve years. 

Orange and yellow cars, meanwhile, also surged 
in popularity – up 25.7 per cent and 12.7 per cent 
respectively – with a total 30,187 people opting 
for the eye-catching colours.

White is Britain’s favourite car colour for third year 
running, as neutral palette dominates new market

BRZ sportscar proves its handling with 360° spin

my name.’
With rear-wheel drive and a Tors-

en limited slip differential fitted as 
standard, the BRZ is available from 
£22,495.

A YouTube video showing 

Alastair’s attempt can be seen 
here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=699J3ig_mok

To find out more about the 
rear-wheel drive Subaru BRZ, visit 
www.subaru.co.uk

Helensburgh Subaru are 
delighted to invite you, your 
family and friends to a ride & 
drive event at their new show-
room at 101 East Clyde Street 
from Friday 11th March until 
Sunday13th March. 

This is an excellent opportu-
nity to experience the Subaru 
range and brand, whilst enjoy-
ing the surrounds of our new 
dealership with some light re-

freshments. The Subaru range 
of vehicles will be available to 
drive including the new Levorg, 
XV, Forester as well as the iconic 
WRX to name a few from a 
range that now holds over 7 
diff erent models.

As an additional extra, if you 
come along on the day, you will 
be entered into our free prize 
draw for the chance to win the 
Outback for the weekend (yes!) 

& a WRX for life (albeit a remote 
control one).

Due to limited spaces and pop-
ularity of vehicles, we envisage 
spaces to be booked up quickly, 
so please RSVP by Monday 7th 
March by calling our dedicated 
number 01436 584326 or email 
im@helensburgh-subaru.co.uk.  
However, there will be limited 
availability if you wish to turn 
up on the day.
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WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING 
TO DISPOSE OF?

WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 
COMMERCIAL TYPE 

VEHICLES
(OTHER VEHICLES, 

CARS, PLANT, 
MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, 
MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO 
YOUR ENTIRE FLEET 

PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND 

CAN DO SAMEDAY 
COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE 
AND A HASSLE FREE 

SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM 

NOW

0800 002 
9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE 
IN SCOTLAND

£££££££

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS

65 Renault Captur DYN S Nav, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Grey/ Black, Delivery 
Mileage ......................................................................................£15,950
15 Renault Clio DYN, Media/Nav, 1.5Dci, 5Dr, Black, 
Delivery Mileage ........................................................................£12,950
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 
15,250 miles ..............................................................................£12,950
64 Dacia Duster Ambience, DCi 4x4, Khaki, 10,500 Miles............£11,950
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 10,000 Miles .............£8,995
64 Renault Clio EXP+, 1.2, 5Dr ,Grey ,10,000 Miles ......................£8,950
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles.................................................£5,950
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles .....................£12,995

62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ........£9,450
63 Nissan Micra Visia 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, White, 2800 Miles .................£6,850
12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles.....................£5,750
12 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.4SE, 5Dr Grey, 55000 Miles ...........................£4,950
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 
58,000 miles ................................................................................£5,250
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ..........£6,250
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles ........£6,250
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............£3,750
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles..............................£2,250

COMMERCIALS

15 Renault Kango ML19 DCi, White, Delivery Mileage, Choice of 2 ... POA
15 Renault Kangoo LL21 DCi 90 Through Van, 2Lt CDV, White, Delivery Mileage ....POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White............................................£6,000+VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Kangoo 1.2 Renault Scenic 1.6
Citreon Picasso 1.6 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2
Volkswagen Passat DCi Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A 

MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 

VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer

www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 

Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 

Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US 

WD Semple

Tel 01681 700541 (Mull)

2010 Toyota Corolla Verso TDR
2 litre, diesel, 5 door, 
7 seater,
69,000 miles, 
5 months MOT,
1 owner, service history.

£7,200

Up to 750 more reasons to buy a new Dacia
FOLLOWING a successful three years 
since launching in the UK, Dacia, the 
award-winning, no-nonsense car brand, 
has announced an unprecedented set of 
customer off ers.

Car buyers can now make their money go 
further with the latest fi nance off ers from 
Dacia – the ‘shockingly aff ordable’ brand 
off ering customers deposit contributions 
of up to £750 across its award-winning 
model range. 

The Dacia Dimensions PCP off ers ensure 
that vehicles from the UK’s best value car 
brand are now even more aff ordable and 
are available on selected Ambiance speci-
fi cation models as well as the Laureate dCi 
90 version of the capacious Logan MCV.

As an extra bonus, customers who take 
advantage of the off ers also enjoy com-
plete peace-of-mind for fi ve years with a 
complimentary fi ve-year/60,000-mile war-
ranty on their new Dacia – the free cover 
worth £395 when bought separately.

The latest off ers reinforce the brand’s 
no-nonsense approach to motoring and 
its commitment to providing customers 
with outstanding value. So successful has 
Dacia proved in its goals that it was ranked 
number one brand for value for money in 
the 2015 Auto Express Driver Power survey 
and rated fi rst for overall brand satisfaction 
in Which? Car Guide 2015/16.

Rugged, spacious and comfortable, the 
multi award-winning Duster is perfect for 
cost-conscious SUV buyers. Customers 
of the already keenly priced Dacia Duster 
Ambiance dCi 110 4x2 will receive a £750 
dealer deposit contribution towards its 
tempting £11,995 price tag1.

The UK’s most aff ordable car and recent 
winner of What Car? magazine’s  ‘Best 
Small Car for less than £12,000’ award for 
the fourth consecutive year, the Sandero 
Ambiance 1.2 16v 75 hatchback comes 
with a £500 dealer deposit contribution.

Through the four-year Dimensions PCP 

plan, Sandero customers can enjoy all the 
benefi ts of a brand new car for just £89 per 
month once they have put down a deposit 
of £771.

Motorists keen to join the ever-growing 
number of people driving a compact cross-
over will fi nd that the Sandero Stepway is 
now even more appealing, the purposeful 
looking Ambiance TCe 90 version coming 
with a £500 dealer deposit contribution 

against the recommended retail price of 
£8,395 when bought through the Dimen-
sions PCP package.

The UK’s best value estate and off ering a 
whole lot of space for very little, the Logan 
MCV in selected Ambiance and Laureate 
levels of trim is also available with a £500 
dealer deposit contribution. Through the 
Dimensions PCP package, motorists can 
enjoy the Logan MCV’s immense practical-
ity from only £99 per month with a £1,216 
customer deposit.

For even more peace of mind and rep-
resenting even greater value, customers 
can upgrade from the complimentary 
fi ve-year/60,000-mile warranty to a seven-
year/100,000-mile warranty for a one-off  
fee of just £395 RRP – a saving of £455 over 
the usual price2.

For more information about Dacia’s mod-
el range, current off ers and full terms and 
conditions, please visit www.dacia.co.uk/
off ers

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

e: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07703490572

ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
touring caravans, camper vans, 

motorhomes, all makes and models, 
any age, mileage or condition.  

Collection anywhere.  
Top cash prices paid.

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Subaru Impreza 2.0GX

Tel 07850 676617

Excellent condition 54 
plate with only 55000 
miles. AWD. Non turbo so 
lower insurance. FSH. MOT 
until 6/11/16.

£2295 ONO

Peugeot 207 1.4 16V S

Tel 07798 654794

A/C. 70,000 miles OTC. 
Recent MOT. New timing 
belt, fan belt and water 
pump. Great little car. 
Excellent drive.

£1750 OVNO

Call
01631 

568000
to sell your 
car in our 

Drivetimes 
section

DRIVE TIMES

Ford Fiesta (Zetec) TDCI 70

01369 706206 or 07798 665158

62 plate, 5 door hatchback, 
brown/gold, full electrics, 
2 owners from new, 
31,000 miles. Diesel, 
FSH, long MOT, excellent 
condition inside and out.

£7,250

Renault Clio I-Music 1.2 16V

Tel: 07708 696135

3 Door Hatchback 2010
60 Plate Petrol, Alloy 
wheels, Air Conditioning 
42,000 miles MOT Sept 
2016Parrot Hands Free
Kit Installed 

£3200 ONO

Vauxhall Corsa SRi 05 Reg, 16v 

Tel 07554 571070

Twin Port 1.3, 92,000 mls, 
full service history, lots new 
parts, 12 months,MOT, new 
tyres, good condition for 
year, good on fuel, quite 
nippy, CD player, central 
locking, Good fi rst car. 

£950 ono

Polaris Sportsman Ace ATV

Telephone 07743 864270

Bought as ex-demonstrator, 
only used a handful of times, 
excellent condition with 
extras, including winch, roof 
etc, road legal. 

Open to 

sensible 

off ers.
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Authorised Castrol Marine Distributor

Calor Gas, Filters & Detergents
Marine Fuels & Lubricants

Waterproof Clothing, Boots, Gloves

RAILWAY PIER, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 4LW
TELEPHONE: 01631 562849

A good clean up 
on hull and topsides

Removing as much of the old antifouling as 
possible is important to ensure a good sur-
face for re-application. Check the keel and 
keelboats for signs of rusting or pitting and 
wear at the keel to hull joint. Seek advice if 
there are areas that look suspect. Often the 
keel will need sanded and an epoxy pro-
tective coating applied. Inspect the rudder 
and skeg fi tments as well as the propeller. 
Check for any play in bearings, stock or 
quadrant. Make sure bonding wires from 
the anode are sound and replace the anode 
if necessary. Grease shaft, steering cables 
and the log’s paddle wheel.

Take advice from your chandler or boatyard 
on choice of anti-fouling which will depend 
on boat type, use and area kept. A wide 
range is available from specialist racing fi n-
ishes to cruiser coatings. Apply according 
to instructions with a stronger build-up 
in high impact areas - the leading edge of 
the keel and skeg and the keel to hull joint. 
Remember to paint keel and cradle support 
points before the boat is launched.  
Then turn attention to the topsides and 
clean and repair any damage. When sound, 
apply a protective wax and polish well to 
keep the boat looking pristine throughout 
the season - an extensive range of products 
is on off er for all requirements.

Engines 

Service engines – both inboards and 
outboards. Most owners will get this done 
by a professional but if doing on your own 
remember to renew oil, fi lters, anodes and 
check exhaust fi tments. Check engine belt 
tension and mounts are secure as well as 
the underside of the shaft – re bed if any 
leaks are apparent. With sail-drives the 
oil level and gaiter seal must be checked 
as well as earthing wires from the starter 
motor. Look for wear on hose and electrical 
connections. See batteries are up to charge.  
If they have not been on trickle charge over 
lay-up, re-charge now and monitor electro-
lyte levels if unsealed. Ensure the battery 
tray is dry and tighten securing straps 
making sure all gas vents are clear.  Clean 
terminals and coat with petroleum jelly.

Fuel Tanks and 
Gas System

Fuel tanks should be full from laying up. If 
not, drain water off  and treat with a diesel 
biocide. Inspect the gas system regularly 
and thoroughly – alarms need to be work-
ing and ensure the system conforms to 
current gas regulations. Replace hoses and 
fi ttings according to manufacture’s recom-
mendations.

Bilges

Inspect bilge pump impellers and gaskets, 
grease and replace if necessary. With auto-
matic bilge pumps, see fl oat switches work 
and the strumbox is clear. Manual strum 
boxes should be pumped through to see 
hose is clear of blockages. Service seacocks.

Deck gear

Decks need a good clean up of winter dirt. 
Service deck gear checking for wear and 
tear. Pay attention to stanchion bases for 
play and remove plastic lifeline sheathing 
to check for corrosion underneath. Inspect 
rigging looking for broken strands and any 
cracking at terminals. Renew as required 
- boat insurance can be invalidated if it is 
suspect. 

Before the mast is stepped look over the 
instrumentation and furling equipment 
at the masthead in case work is required. 
Overhaul winches and strip down any that 
are seized - soak components in degreaser 
and re-grease. Springs and pawls need a 
light oil. 

Look at your warps and sheets and replace 
if worn. Similarly, look for corrosion on 
anchors and chain. Clean manual wind-
lasses, check for wear and grease. Remove 
the gypsy in powered versions, grease the 
drum, look at the foot switch for wear, clean 
and grease electrical connections.

All wood on deck, teak slats etc should be 
oiled or varnished and paintwork touched 
up and stainless polished. This is an ideal 
time for maintenance of spray hoods and 
other cockpit coverings. 

Interior

Even if the interior was cleaned at lay-up it 
will probably need another wipe over. Most 
owners have a de-humidifi er and heater 
installed over the winter so everything 
should be dry. Pump fresh water through 
the water tank and then fi ll for use and add 
a purifi er. Add some washing up liquid to 
lubricate the hoses on the heads and pump 
through a few times.  

Inspect central heating systems and rein-
stall VHF, navigation and other equipment 
etc removed for winter storage. 

Safety equipment

If not already done, check all safety equip-
ment. Lives may depend on it. Inspect fi re 
extinguishers, fl ares, life-rafts, life-jackets, 
rubber dinghies. Replace or repair if in any 
doubt as to condition. Invert MOB lights 
to see they work and change bulb and 
batteries if not. Some WD40 on the copper 
contact strip inside will ensure good con-
nection. Silicone grease rubber seals. An 
RNLI safety check is available free of charge 
to see if your safety and other equipment 
aboard the boat is up to scratch. Lifeboat 
stations will check your lifejackets. Make 
an inventory of where safety equipment 
is stored and display prominently in boat 
- items can be then be found quickly and 
easily in an emergency. 

Sails, sprayhoods 
and cushions

Check sails, sprayhoods and other outdoor 
canvas for wear - it is always advisable to 
get a sail-maker/sail loft to attend to this. 
Similarly, clean your berth cushions as 
required - the interior should be fresh and 
inviting for the start of the 2016 season.

Take advice from 
the experts

Always remember there is professional 
advice on hand from boatyards, engineers, 
marine service and repair fi rms as well as 
chandlers and sail-makers. Each has their 
own area of expertise and don’t hesitate 
to contact them for advice and to carry out 
work as required. 
Now thoughts can turn to planning your 
activities on the water – whether it be 
cruising, fi shing, pottering or racing in your 
boat. 
Enjoy a safe and successful 2016 season!

Get your
Boat back in 

Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

SHOWERS, LAUNDRY 
AND TOILET FACILITIES

Mallaig
Marina

ANNUAL OR SUMMER/WINTER PONTOON BERTH  

Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority

Have a change of Marina and a new 
outlook from your boat in one of 
Scotland’s most beautiful sheltered 
Harbours which provides safe all year 
round berthing with attractive rates.
Facilities include individual berths, 
electricity and water available for all 
boats.
Even if you do not go out sailing you 
can use your boat as a holiday home. 
The Marina is situated at the heart of 

a Traditional Scottish Fishing Village 
which has many welcoming shops, 
hotels, restaurants and pubs for 
yachtsmen to enjoy.
 Tarbert is the perfect base to explore 
beautiful, historic Argyll and by ferry the 
picturesque Islands of Arran, Gigha, 
Islay, Jura, Mull, Iona and the Cowal 
Penninsula.
 For more information please contact 

THE NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSE BOARD - OBAN

Gallanach Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4LS

TEL: 01631 562146     FAX: 01631 565871

Email: enquiries@nlb.org.uk

The NLB is the Lighthouse Authority responsible for Scotland and the Isle of Man 

providing Aids to Navigation around the coast and overseeing Aids to Navigation 

provided by Ports and Harbours for the benefi t of safety for all mariners. It has 

operated its base at Oban on the west Coast of Scotland since 1904. The base has 

excellent facilities for ship, buoy and engineering project; support and mobilisation.

www.nlb.org.uk

A BOOST to the successful marine tourism 
industry in and around Oban is in the offi  ng 
thanks to signifi cant investments from 
Argyll and Bute Council. 

A £1.2million scheme to repair the Iona slip-
way was completed last year, guaranteeing 
access to Iona for the next two decades.

By ensuring the pier remains serviceable 
for at least the next 20 years the council is 
ensuring that these two communities stay 
linked and that Iona remains accessible to 
thousands of tourists each year, which ob-
viously has real tangible economic benefi ts 
to both islands. 

Iona is a real draw for tourists and, with the 
Scottish Government’s introduction of the 

road equivalent tariff  (RET), the islands are 
expecting even more visitors. 

More marine visitors to Oban are also 
expected with plans for a new berthing fa-
cility and visitor centre in the next couple of 
years, and in the longer term an expansion 
to the North Pier. 

Plans are currently being drawn up for a 
visitor centre in place of the White Building, 
as well as a new transit berthing facility at 
the north side of the North Pier. 

This planning work is at an advanced stage 
and councillors are set to consider the 
various options soon. 
The council is focused on delivering the 
outcome everyone wants – a better off er 

for the marine market. Making Oban a more 
attractive prospect for seagoing tourists 
will have real benefi ts for local businesses, 
with people coming into the town and 
surrounding area to spend their money, 
Tobermory attracts around 40 cruise ships 
a year compared to around 15 in Oban. 

The council hopes, in the coming years, to 
see the Oban number go up and up. 

Its 39 piers and harbours are a real asset to 
the area, a key part of the wider transport 
network, and it will be doing all it can to de-
velop them, bringing in more visitors and 
more commercial shipping across the area.

Get set for the boating season!
WITH spring in the air after a very wet winter, thoughts are 
turning to the boating season and also to preparing yachts and 
motor boats for launching. Whilst some owners will have been 
assiduously working away over the winter months, for many 
the work will only be starting now. 

With an early Easter, it’s time to make your work lists up, get 
equipment required together, don the overalls and get crack-
ing! And even before the work starts, liaise with the boatyard re 
a suitable slot for launching. Not only will you then ensure you 
get in when you want but this will give a deadline to work to.
Remember the professionals are all on hand for both advice and 
to carry out jobs required. But book as soon as possible since 
this is their busiest time of year. Be prepared with the right tools 
for the work in hand. Add to this an array of rags, silicone and 
grease, petroleum jelly, lubricating and penetrating oils, clean-
ing products, brushes, wet and dry sandpaper, rollers and tray, 
degreaser, rolls of tape, engine spares and treatments for your 
water and fuel tanks. It can often be a bewildering thought as 
to where to begin. But consider what the priorities are, start 
from the areas that will be under the water and work up. If time 
runs out, some jobs can be done when the boat is in the water. 

Plain sailing for Oban’s marine tourism

Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West 

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  trailwest@talktalkbusiness.netTRAIL WEST

An  Aladdin’s cave for anyone who Tows

Boat trailers from
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the water
SAIL AND COVER VALETING

NEW SAILS, COVERS, UPHOLSTERY, 

RIGGING, FURLING GEAR

RIG INSPECTION, TUNING AND SERVICE

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR

Tel: 01631 720485
Email: info@owensails.com

Th is non- profi t marina enables 
visitors to enjoy the unique 

experiences available around Port 
Ellen and Islay as well as providing 
a safe comfortable haven for yachts 
passing through the sound of Jura 

or round the Mull of Kintyre.
Pontoons will be open from 

Easter until 31st October
20 new visitor berths were 

added last year
38 berths have inclusive water 

and power.
Th e pontoons and the 

geography of the village are 
wheel-chair accessible.

 www.portellenmarina.co.uk

T: 07464 151200

E: portellenmarina@outlook.com

Registered charity SC032157

Oban Harbour
THE PARTNERSHIP scheme to improve navigational 
safety in Oban Harbour continues to make progress.
The scheme was initiated in 2014 because of the high 
level of ferry, commercial and marine leisure activity, 
the initiatives in place to increase this business and 
recent high-profi le incidents. The signifi cant increase 
in ferry traffi  c to Mull that will occur later this month 
makes this initiative even more relevant.
The single point of contact provided jointly by Argyll 
and Bute Council’s harbour staff  at the council-owned 
North Pier and CalMac ferries’ pier and terminal staff  
operating at the Railway and South Piers continue to 
be the focus for assistance to harbour users.
In addition, the Oban Harbour website supports har-
bour operations and provides advice and information 
to both harbour users and the general public. Impor-
tantly, it provides a means to contact the harbour 
master by email.
Find out more at: www.obanharbour.scot

www.obanharbour.scot
Improving marine safety in Oban

• Moorings 
• Marine Civils 
• Surveys 
• ROV services
7 E Glengallan Road, 

Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T:  01631 565652 

M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk

Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk



popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
CATTLE GRID 
3mtsx3.6mts, built to 
full Highland region 

condition,  £800incl VAT 
Telephone 01397 703446.
PELLA OIL EXTRACTOR 
6000 good condition,  £15 
Telephone 01546 602546.

SHIPPING CONTAINER 
steel 20ftx10ft, used once, 
brand new condition, vented 
side and wooden f loor,  
£2,000incl VAT Telephone 
01397 703446.
W O O D W O R K E R 
MAGAZINES Years: 1962-
69, 1970-76, 1980-88. Free 
on Collection Telephone 
01397 712747 (Gairlochy).

 MOBILITY

PRO RIDE ELITE Mobility 
Scooter, rarely used,  £300 
Telephone 01631 710746.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

UPRIGHT PIANO by 
Witton, Witton & Co, 
London (Ardrishaig),  £80 
Telephone 01546 603245.
WINDSOR PIANO and 
stool. Buyer to uplift,  £75 
Telephone 01880 770259.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

OCEAN THIGH WADERS 
size 44, good condition,  £10 
Telephone 01546 602546.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

LAMINATING Keep 
your important documents 
safe from dust, dirt, tears 
and creases. A4-£2, A3-

CHIMNEY SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITYSTOVES

L
O

C
A

L
   

PAINTING & DECORATING
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

COUNSELLING

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship problem?

WE CAN HELP
Appointments are available in 

OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, CAMPBELTOWN & HELENSBURGH
Call 0300 111 0031

www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
SCO23995

OBAN BLINDSBLINDS

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 
the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 
unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

PERSONALS

Morag Whyte to 
Allan MacKenzie 

at Appin Parish Church on 
March 5, 1976

Present Address: 
Lonruadh Cottages, 

Appin.
Congratulations 
Nana and Papa

Love from Molly and Megan

RUBY WEDDING

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD 
QUALITY S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY

LEADING MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

 BICYCLES
GENTS MOUNTAIN 
BIKE  GT Palomar , 26 “ 
wheels, 21 gears, brand 
new saddle, V brakes, good 
tyres. Suit height of 5’4” - 
5’11”,  £60 Telephone 01631 
710031.
HELLO KITTY BIKE 
AGE 3-5 pink with Dolly 
Seat, Basket & Horn. Only 
used 2/3 times - in MINT 
condition. Stabilisers, 
adjustable seat. Perfect 1st 
Bike,  £45 Telephone 01546 
602087.
LADIES BICYCLE 26 inch 
wheels, brand new tyres, 12 
gears, silver in colour, rider 
height of 5’2” - 5’8”,  £45 
Telephone 01631 710031.

 BUILDING / DIY
CHERRY PICKER HIRE 
Nifty 170 Ht 17.5mts, reach 
8.5mts.  Loler cert, £120 
per day, £450 per week.  
Delivery within 25 miles 
of Inveraray, £1 per mile 
and all inc of VAT.  George 
Hotel.  Telephone 01499 
302111.

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

NEW WHEEL AND 
JACK brand new, unused 
space saver wheel and 
tyre complete with jack 
for Volvo XC 60. Mint 
condition,  £75 ono 
Telephone 01852 200220.

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
2 X FIRETRAP JUMPERS 
6-7YEARS 1 x grey zip 
Firetrap hooded jumper & 
1 x burgundy long sleeved 
Firetrap jumper knitted. 
Both in excellent condition 
(Oban),  £10 Telephone 
07951 025003.
CABRINI JACKET NAVY 
6-7 YEARS excellent 
condition, ideal for school,  
£5 Telephone 07951 025003.
DESIGNER 5-6 YEARS 
BUNDLE   1 Armani, 1 
Lacoste, 1Ben Sherman 
Tshirt, 1 Bench, 1 Gstar 
jeans, 1 Gstar zip top, 
1 Fenchurch jacket, ¾ 
Haywire shorts. ex con, 
£30 Telephone 07951 
025003.

PARK LANE black ankle 
boots, size 5, 3 inch heel, 
as new, still boxed,  £20 
Telephone 01546 600045.
TOMMY & KATE peep 
toe shoes, cream, bow trim 
on top, size 5, as new, still 
boxed,  £15 Telephone 
01546 600045.
WHITE KARATE/ 
MARTIAL ARTS  Suit, 
size 130cm suit around ages 
6-8 years. Comes with top 
and trousers,  as well as a 
yellow and white stripe 
belt,  £10 Telephone 07951 
025003.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREVILLE whole juicer, 
used once (Ardrishaig),  £75 
Telephone 01546 603245.
GTEC HAND HELD 
HOOVER unwanted gift, 
half price,  £50 Telephone 
01855 821431.
KENWOOD STAND 
MIXER made in late 
1960’s, cream in colour. 
Comes with two bowls and 
whisking and kneading 
attachments,  £50 Telephone 
01631 710031.
MORPHY RICHARDS 
Breadmaker (Ardrishaig),  
£20 Telephone 01546 
603245.
SHARK SONIC DUO 
FLOOR CLEANER brand 
new in box, refreshes 
carpets, cleans & polishes 

cleaner,  colour coded pads 
(Oban),  £99 Telephone 
07951 025003.
TEFAL STEAMER Tefal 
Vitacuisine 3 in 1 Steamer, 
new, unused, with recipes 
but no box,  £20 ono 
Telephone 01631 562824.

 FURNITURE
2 SUN LOUNGERS 
Ship’s Deck Style, wood. 
Downsizing, Lochgilphead 
area, buyer to uplift,  £25 
each Telephone 01546 
600240.
CHILDS WHITE 
BEDROOM furniture, 
wardrobe, chest of drawers, 
PC desk, cupboards, shelves 
and bed frame. (Can email 
photo and measurements on 
request) -Lochgilphead area. 
email. forsale@argyll.biz,  
£55 Telephone 07747 625618.

COFFEE TABLE a coffee 
table with two glass insets. 
Approx dimensions are 
51” long, 31” wide and 19” 
high. Slight marking on 
table,  £20 Telephone 01866 
833097.
DARK CHERRY WOOD 
coffee table, glass top and 
base shelf. (approx. 114cm 
x 50cm. Can email photo 
on request - Lochgilphead) 
Email. forsale@argyll.
biz,  £25 Telephone 07747 
625618.
DINING TABLE oval 
drop leaf dining table. The 
dimensions of the table 
are approx 85” long, 41” 
wide and 30” high,  £35 
Telephone 01866 833097.
EXTENDING PINE 
TABLE and 6 chairs.  Good 
condition,  £300 Telephone 
01397 704658.
FARMHOUSE PINE 
BOOKCASE as new 
condition, 5 shelves, 74” x 
30” x 10”, buyer collects,  
£150 Telephone 01852 
314038.
FOLDING SINGLE BED 
portable folding classic 
junior single bed (with 
mattress).  Ideal for 
overspill visitors. Very 
good condition,  £20 
Telephone 07881 866066.

double bed. Cream colour 
and padded in very good 
condition. Buyer uplifts,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
565733.
HEAVY DUTY Cane 
Conservatory 2 seat settee 
and single chair. Fully 
upholstered, as new. Settee 
W 5’2”, D 3’, Chair W 
3’2”, D 3’. Could split. 
Downsizing. Lochgilphead 
area, buyer to uplift,  £200 
Telephone 01546 600240.
LOVELY GLASS TABLE 
suitable for livingroom,  
£40 Telephone 07928 
529612 Campbeltown.
OVAL DINING ROOM 
table and 4 chairs. Light 
wood effect. Light fabric 
covered seats. (approx. 
140cm x 90cm). Can 
email photo on request - 
Lochgilphead area. email. 
forsale@argyll.biz,  £35 
Telephone 07747 625618.
RECLINER CHAIR single, 
original upholstery and 

springing. As new. W 2’6”, 
D 2’6”. Buyer to uplift. 
Downsizing, Lochgilphead 
area,  £40 Telephone 01546 
600240.
ROOM DIVIDER/
DISPLAY SHELVES L 
5’11”, H 5’1”, D 1’. 5 Shelves 
incl. top and bottom, Free to 
uplift, Lochgilphead Area. 
Downsizing.,  £ Telephone 
01546 600240.
SHOE CUPBOARD L 3’, 
H 3’2”, D 1’. Free to uplift. 
Downsizing. Lochgilphead 
area.  Telephone 01546 
600240.
SINGLE BED can 
disassemble for storage. 
Downsizing, Lochgilphead 
area. Buyer to uplift,  £10 
Telephone 01546 600240.
SINGLE SPARE BED divan 
with storage under.  Padded 
headboard, single interior 
sprung mattress, clean. 
Downsizing. Lochgilphead 
area, buyer to uplift,  £40 
Telephone 01546 600240.
THREE PIECE LEATHER 
SUITE grey / green. Settee 
width 220cm x depth 
90cm. 2 chairs width 
105cm x depth 90cm. Can 
email photo on request 
- (Lochgilphead) Email 
forsale@argyll.biz,  £55 
Telephone 07747 625618.
WHITE BEDROOM 
CUPBOARD shelved, L 3’, 
H 2’5”, D 1’6”. Downsizing, 
Buyer to uplift, 
Lochgilphead area,  £30 
Telephone 01546 600240.
WOODEN CHEST with 
padded seat cover. L 3’5”, 
H 1’7”, D 1’ 6 1/2”. Buyer 
to uplift, Downsizing, 
Lochgilphead area,  £18 
Telephone 01546 600240.

 GARDEN
VINTAGE CAST IRON 
CART WHEELS 2 large 
cast iron cart wheels ideal 
garden ornaments, 125cm 
across,  £60 Telephone 
01499 302362.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

YORK FITNESS -ASPIRE 
CROSS  Trainer, as new, 
with computer display, 
hand pulse sensors and 23 
programme settings,  £95 
Telephone 01838 200476.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX DETROIT 
OPTIFLAME ELEC New 

2kW Electric Fire. Cost new 
£138,  £69 Telephone 01586 
551658.
PINE FIRE SURROUND 
with side storage units, 
still in box, can paint or 
varnish to own taste,  £50 
Telephone 07928 529612 
Campbeltown.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PATCHWORK & 
QUILTING good number 
patchwork & quilting 
magazines, full with 
designs & patterns, 
excellent conditions,  £1 
each Telephone 01852 
300154.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
POPULAR PATCHWORK 
Good number of popular 
patchwork magazines, 
excellent conditions, full 
with patterns & designs,  
£1 each Telephone 01852 
300154.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

DECCASOUND 613 
turntable. Stackable 
player, Garrard Deck, twin 
speakers. (Lochgilphead 
Area),  £25 Telephone 
01546 600240.
VINYL RECORDS Approx 
40, mixed selection, 
Classical and 70’s & 80’s 
Pop. (Lochgilphead Area),  
£50 Telephone 01546 
600240.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

BLACK CAT door stop, 
10 inches high,  £9.99 
Telephone 01546 600045.
WOOL CARPET patterned 

standard size room. 
Would have to uplift,  £40 
Telephone 07881 464991.

 HOME OFFICE
2 SELLA CHAIRS black 
leather, chrome frame, 
cantilever chairs with 
armrests,  £45 each 
Telephone 01397 712747 
(Gairlochy).
EXCUTIVE DESK 
excellent condition, 
measures 1500x800x750, 
with 3 drawers right side, 

side,  £60 Telephone 01852 
300154.
FILING CABINET grey, 
2 drawer cabinet,  71h 
x 62d x 47w(cm). Some 

Can deliver,  £40 Telephone 
01631 563949.
FILING CABINET 4 
drawer, foolscap size, metal 

07733432644.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

DEMI JOHNS three clear 
glass wine making bottles, 
each of four litres capacity,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
710031.
POTS AND PANS 8 x pots 
of different sizes, 1 x frying 
pan, 1 x griddle pan. All in 
great used condition,  £30 
Telephone 07951 025003.
WC & CISTERN ceramic 
handle, good condition,  £25 
Telephone 07711 071681.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

QUEST ELITE ROLLI 
AWNING 305 versatile 
luxury awning in good 
condition. Porch canopy 

awning panels can be 
attached separately,  £95 
Telephone 01838 200476.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 

MOBILITY 
SCOOTER

TGA Breeze, hardly used, 
road lights etc, cost £4,000.

£1,500ONO
Telephone

07836 323775 (Appin)

SAW 
BENCH

Working condition, 
ideal logs etc.

£300ONO
Telephone

07836 323775 (Appin)

ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER

Erider  B200, 11 reg, 
longlasting battery, (nil road 

tax) vgc.

£750ONO
Telephone

07836 323775 (Appin)

£3. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
PARTY INVITES 
Customised to suit any style 
or occasion, come supplied 
with envelopes. 50 invites 
and envelopes fro £28.00. 
From Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
CARAVAN OR 
CAMPERVAN any make or 
model, any condition.  Cash 
waiting.  Telephone 07818 
118449.
PLAYPEN WANTED prefer 
wooden type, Fort William 
area.  Telephone 07543 
545276.
WANTED SEAL SKIN 
SPORRAN Any condition 
will do.  Reasonable price 
paid.  Telephone 07831 
264806.



CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost 
of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any 
newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until 
the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to 
raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Advertising  executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Newsdesk

Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor

Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

Stephanie Dunstaff nage
sdunstaff nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter

Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter

Caren McPate
cmcpate@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee reporter

David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offi  ces

 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

www.obantimes.co.uk/subscribe or call: 01371 851868 QUOTE OTNS0116

Subscribe  

to the 
Oban Times 
and receive

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the 
first 12 editions free is £44.68.  £58 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands 

Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop, Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

+
12 weeks FREE

Save £13
2 FREE CANDLES

Worth £20

Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company
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BIRTHS 
MACDOUGALL - On 
February 6, 2016, at Cresswell 

Amy (née Smith), a son Harry. 

Freena, Bunessan.

ENGAGEMENTS
MACGILLIVRAY - GUNN - 

Catriona.

DEATHS
CURTIS
February 29, 2016, at his home 

ties, please wear something 

GRAHAM
home "Gowanbrae", Taynuilt, in 

KING

Crematorium at 1pm.
MACALISTER HALL - 

General Hospital, Oban, on 

MACCALLUM

something Purple.
MACLELLAN

South Uist on February 15, 2016, 

SCALLY
Oban Hospital on February 

SHANKS

SKELDING

February 28, 2016, in her 86th 

TOUGH -  On February 28,  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
SCOBIE

MACFADYEN

Port Charlotte Hotel, we 

MEMORIAMS
BEATON

you".

BURTON - For our boys 

CAMPBELL

2014.
Always in my thoughts

LIVINGSTONE

Always in our thoughts.

MACCALLUM

always.

MACCOLL

Always in our thoughts

MACDONALD

always.

MACKINNON

September 20, 2004.

We will always keep.

24th Anniversary
MACLEAN

way

MACLEOD

1996.

MACPHEE

MAXWELL

WANT

soon

THE MODERATOR of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
the Right Rev Angus Morrison met 
with First Minister Nicola Sturgeon in 
the Scottish Parliament last Thursday 
afternoon.

He was accompanied to the meeting 
by the Moderator of the National Youth 
Assembly Hannah Mary Goodlad to 
discuss a range of issues including new 
devolved powers for Holyrood and the 
European Union referendum.

The moderator told the first minister 
the General Assembly was in favour of 
Britain remaining part of the EU on 
the basis it promotes peace, security 
and reconciliation amongst nations.

The policy was approved in 1996 
and reaffirmed by General Assembly 
commissioners in 2002, 2005 and 2014.

Speaking after the private meeting, 
Dr Morrison said he was very pleased 
that the Scottish and UK Govern-
ment’s had agreed a fiscal framework 
which is the financial basis for new 
powers to be devolved to Holyrood as 

part of the Scotland Bill.
‘We criticise our politicians when 

they fail to agree so it is entirely cor-
rect that when they work together for 
the common good, we congratulate 
them,’ he added.

‘Agreement on the fiscal framework 
has required hard work and compro-
mise on both sides. 

‘The result is, hopefully, a just settle-
ment for Scotland and the rest of the 
United Kingdom. 

‘Now, attention must turn to what 
Scotland does with the powers which 
our Parliament already has and will 
have. 

‘The Church of Scotland has been 
clear over many years that together 
we need to be constantly striving for 
a fairer, more equal and socially just 
Scotland in a UK and Europe that also 
reflects these values.’

Other issues the Moderator discussed 
with Ms Sturgeon included the refugee 
crisis, freedom of religion, mental 
health and the oil and gas crisis in the 

north-east. 
The meeting also touched on the 

findings of a Church consultation 
on ways to make Scotland a fairer 
country, which drew more than 10,000 
responses.

Dr Morrison also met with Scottish 
Labour Party leader Kezia Dugdale 
and attended a parliamentary recep-
tion, sponsored by SNP MSP Jim Ea-
die,  to promote the work of the Kirk’s 
social care arm, CrossReach.

The organisation is one of the biggest 
of its kind in Scotland and provides 
around 70 services to support the most 
vulnerable in society. CrossReach has 
annual expenditure of around £51mil-
lion and employs around 2,000 people.

The Moderator, who met with  Scot-
tish Conservative leader Ruth David-
son, Scottish Liberal Democrat leader 
Willie Rennie and Scottish Green 
Party co-convener Patrick Harvie on 
Tuesday, has described CrossReach 
as one of the jewels in the Church of 
Scotland’s crown. 

Moderator meets with 
First Minister

Dr Morrison, Nicola Sturgeon and Hannah Mary Goodlad. 

AN OBAN minister has 
swapped his church 
pew for a good read 

of The Oban Times - but 
only for a week.

The Reverend Dugald 
Cameron was in Esslin-

gen, Baden Wurttem-
berg, Germany with his 

daughter Islay Cam-
eron on a fact fi nding 

mission for a church 
trip. 

Forty people from 
Esslingen visited Oban 

in 2015, and in spring 
2017 a party from Kil-

more and Oban Parish 
Church will visit the 

German town.

Thought for the week

I Need More ‘Stuff’!!
The last of the Ten Commandments 
is a list of items which we are pro-
hibited from coveting: ‘You shall 
not covet your neighbour’s house.....
your neighbour’s wife, or his male 
or female servant, his ox or donkey’.

Viewed from the perspective 
of the 21st century, some of the 
items listed seem a little anachro-
nistic. Nevertheless, the principle 
enshrined in the commandment is 
hugely relevant to contemporary 
living. 

The mantra, ‘greed is good’ dom-
inated the ’80s and ’90s. Today, the 
driving force in the lives of many 
is consumerism, defined as, ‘the 
preoccupation of society with the 
acquisition of consumer goods’. 
According to the American writer 
April Witt, consumerism ‘was the 
triumphant winner of the ideologi-
cal wars of the 20th century, beating 
out both religion and politics as the 
path millions follow to find purpose 
meaning, order, and transcendent 
exaltation in their lives’.

There is no doubt that consumer-
ism driven by incessant advertising 

creates and fosters the desire to 
covet. According to experts, the 
average Scot is exposed to between 
500 and 3,000 items of advertising 
per day, all of which are designed to 
create discontent in each individual.

Blogger Paul Steinbrueck has 
written very perceptively about the 
‘four lies of consumerism’ which he 
lists as:

• My ‘stuff’ makes me happy
• My ‘stuff’ makes me important
• My ‘stuff’ makes me secure
• My ‘stuff’ makes me rich
The writer of the Bible’s letter to 

the Hebrews advises us to live from 
the perspective of contentment: 
‘Let your conduct be without 
covetousness; be content with such 
things as you have. For He Himself 
has said, ‘I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: 
‘The Lord is my helper; I will not 
fear. What can man do to me?’

As a 65-year-old Christian, con-
sumerism and material gain have 
little meaning for me. The day I 
placed my faith in Christ, I became 
rich beyond measure. I am content.

C. E. Morrison

“Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you 
have” (Hebrews Ch 13 v 5)

THE WORLD Day of Prayer annual service in 
Oban will be held in Oban Free Church, Rock-
field Road, at 3pm on Friday March 4. 

The service has been produced by the Christian 
women of Cuba and representatives from various 
local denominations here will share in the service 
together. 

The theme this year focuses on Jesus’ response 
to the little children brought to him, entitled 
‘Receive children, receive me’. 

All over the world many will meet to share 

in this act of worship using the same resource 
material. 

Other services will be held in the area at vari-
ous churches and other venues including North 
Argyll House and Eadar Glinn. 

A warm welcome is assured at any of these ser-
vices. An offering is taken to support Christian 
work throughout our world. 

After the service in Oban Free Church hot 
drinks and home baking will be served in the 
church hall.

World Day of Prayer Annual Service

Oban minister takes Oban Times on a mission
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Oban High in 
ScottishPower
Glasgow Warriors 
Championships

Athletic take all three points 
against Old Oak Thistle SCOTTISHPOWER and Glas-

gow Warriors has announced that 
Oban High School will take on 
Garnock Academy, St Maurice’s 
High School and Shawlands 
High School in a bid to win a 
place in the semi-finals of the 
ScottishPower Warriors Rugby 
Championship. 

The schools faced off at Scot-
stoun, the home of the Glasgow 
Warriors, on Wednesday in a 
quarter-final match where Warri-
ors players attended to cheer on 
the schools and give teams their 
top tips to inspire them to glory.

A total of 16 school teams will 
compete in the tournament with 
an additional 12 schools from 
across the West of Scotland taking 
part throughout March alongside 
Oban High School, St Maurice’s 
Academy, Garnock Academy and 
Shawlands Academy. 

Triumphant teams from the 
quarter-finals will then progress 
to the semi-final showdown 
stage taking place at their own 
school grounds. Winners of the 
semi-final will then play in the 
final at Scotstoun in May where 
the champions will win new rugby 
kits for their school, as well as 
the first ScottishPower Warriors 
Rugby Championships trophy.

Further opportunities
The ScottishPower Warriors 

Rugby Championship has been 
created to provide further oppor-
tunities for pupils to take part in 
rugby at a grass roots level, and 
follows on from successful con-
ferences run by Scottish Rugby’s 
School and Youth Department 
between August and December. 
The entry criteria required each 
School to have boys’ teams at S1 
and S2, as well as a girls’ team at 
under-15s. 

Greg Fairbairn, Oban High 
School rugby coach, said: ‘There 
is a buzz around the school at the 
moment as we gear up to take 
part and the pupils can’t wait to 
get started. The tournament gives 
them a chance to experience play-
ing in a professional environment, 
improve their rugby skills and 
compete against other schools 
from the West of Scotland.

‘The team are relishing the 
opportunity to meet their heroes 
from the Glasgow Warriors and 
get some advice to spur them on 
to win the trophy.’

 Keith Anderson, chief corpo-
rate officer at ScottishPower, 
said: ‘The ScottishPower War-
riors Rugby Championship is a 
further opportunity for schools to 
play and immerse themselves in a 
sport that is continuing to thrive 
in this country.  We’re excited 
to be working in partnership to 
help Glasgow Warriors provide 
additional rugby opportunities in 
communities across the West of 
Scotland at a grassroots level and 
give our next generation of rugby 
stars the chance to show off their 
skills.’

THE FIRST round of the Scot-
tish Rally Championship 2016 
was held in and around Inverness 
on Saturday February 20.
 The Snowman Rally really 
lived up to its name with a good 
covering of fresh snow greeting 
the competitors on their arrival; 
at the start of Stage 1 Meal Mhor, 
south of Inverness. 
 There was local interest with a 
number of Argyll crews making 
the long trip up Loch Ness to 
compete.
 Shaun Sinclair was eager to 
stretch the legs on his Subaru 
S9 WRC after some really suc-
cessful testing. His day was cut 
short due to engine problems 
(head gasket) on Stage 2 after 
struggling through the snow and 
ice on Stage 1 on normal gravel 
tyres.
 It will have to wait until the next 
round at the Border Counties 
Rally to see what both car and 
driver can deliver. 
 John MacCrone was out again 
in a Fiesta R5, teaming up with 
Rhianon Gelsamino from the 
USA. This rally was always going 
to be step one in getting used to 
the new car and then continue 

Snowman Rally lives up to its name
development through the season.
 Mull’s Craig Rutherford and 
Chris Hamill from Oban were 
out in the Rutherford Plant Suba-
ru WRX but misfortune was also 
to befall this paring as the car 
failed on Stage 2 Millbuie.

 Fort William crew Gary Black-
more and Alexander Corrigan 
managed a good finish in their 
Subaru Impreza GC8 with a 

51st place overall bettering their 
seeding by a massive 50 places. 
 Final Argyll crew were Graeme 
MacVicar and Grant MacNiven, 
who had a very good day finish-
ing 64th overall and a fantastic 
second in Class 4 in their Ford 
Fiesta ST. The event was won by 
Inverness pair Donnie MacDon-
ald and Andrew Falconer, who 
completed the five stages in a 
time of 50.15  closely followed by 

Duns driver Dale Robertson sev-
en seconds behind with Bancho-
ry’s Quintin Milne completing 
the podium with a spirited drive, 
all three in Mitsubishi Evo 9’s.
 The next round of the Scottish 
Rally Championship is in Jed-
burgh with the Border Counties 
Rally on March 19.

Mull’s John MacCrone and Rhianon Gelsamino in their Fiesta R5.

Engine problems cut short the rally on Stage 2 for Connel’s
Shaun Sinclair.

Misfortune hit Mull’s Craig Rutherford and Oban’s Chris Hammil 
on Stage 2.

The Fort William crew of Gary Blackmore and Alexander Corrigan 
managed a good fi nish in their Subaru Imprezza GC8.

Graeme MacVicar, North Connel and Grant MacNiven, Oban, 
fi nished in a fantastic second place in Class 4 in their Ford Fiesta ST.

Inverness pair Donnie MacDonald and Andrew Falconer won the Snowman Rally completing the fi ve 
stages in a time of 50.15. Photographs: Gavin Brown - West Coast Photos

CONNEL Moto3 rider John McPhee is peparing 
for the new season testing his new Peugeot bike in 
Jerez, Spain. The first race of the new Moto3 sea-
son is the Grand Prix of Qatar on Sunday March 
20.

The Peugeot motorcycle brand will return to 
top-level motorcycle racing this season via a Moto3 
project in collaboration with Mahindra Racing.

Last year Mahindra took a 51 per cent stake in 
Peugeot Motorcycles.

It will now bring that partnership into grand 
prix racing fielding two Mahindra-based Peugeot 
MGP3Os in Moto3 for Racing Steps Foundation 
protege John McPhee and series veteran Alexis 
Masbou.

Now the historic French marque, that produced 
its first motorcycle back in 1898 and recorded 
victories in famous races such as the Bol d’Or 

John McPhee with his new Peugeot MGP3Os on the test track in Jerez, Spain.

during the 1950s, will be back at the top-level of 
international motorcycle racing.

‘We are delighted to add a Peugeot Motocycles 
entry to our Moto3 line-up for 2016 and are looking 
forward to next season being the biggest and most 
successful so far for Mahindra Racing,’ affirmed 
Ruzbeh Irani, Mahindra Racing chairman and 
Mahindra’s Ppresident.

The Peugeot MGP3O will share its mechanical 
DNA with the Mahindra Racing bikes on the grid, 
but Peugeot Motocycles will contest the series as 
a constructor in its own right. The addition of the 
two Peugeot racers further underlines the growing 
presence of Mahindra in international motorcycle 
racing.

Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s no game; Baljaffray 
3, Under 14s 6. Scoring for 
Saints were Aidan MacPhee 
(3), Jamie Forgrieve (2) and 
Jordan Norman. Under 15s 1, 
Busby 2. Scott Mossman got 
the Saints’ goal. Port Glasgow 
3,Under 16s 3; Saints scorers 
were Lewis Buchanan (2) and 
Kenny MacDonald;  Under 19s 2 
Milngavie 3. On target for Saints 
were Matty Kelly and Duggie 
MacLeod.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13 v Dumbarton Riverside; 
Under 14s v Milngavie; Under 
15s v Dumbarton United; Under 
16s no game; Under 19s no 
game.     

Oban Saints youth 
results and fi xtures

THE CAMANACHD Associ-
ation is holding a Foundation 
Coaching Certificate Course to 
learn the basic ‘How to Coach’ 
and ‘What to Coach’ techniques 
that are fundamental to skills 
development in the game of 
shinty. The foundation course 
is designed to help any adult 16 
years of age or over, with limited 
knowledge of coaching and the 
game of shinty, to work with 
youth players as an assistant 
coach.

The course will take place at 
Oban High School Campus on 
Saturday March 19.

Theory: 10am to 1pm; practi-
cal: 1.30pm to 4.30pm.

The course will be delivered by 
Camanachd Association tutors.  

The cost of the course is £30 
and candidates will receive 
resource booklets and copies of 
the rules of shinty.  

Foundation 
Coaching Course
Shinty coaching

OBAN ATHLETIC closed the 
gap at the top of the table last 
weekend, running out 3-1 win-
ners over fourth place Old Oak 
Thistle.

It was the visiting side that had 
the first clear cut opportunity 
of the game, which was played 
at Glencruitten, through Garry 
McGuinnes.

The Old Oak Thistle number 
nine picked the ball up just out-
side the box after a mix up in the 
Athletic defence, ran goalwards 
and struck the ball from inside 
the area, but he pulled his shot to 
the left and it glided passed the 
post.

In the very next attack Oban’s 
Ryan Campbell played a pin-
point pass into the path of Mark 
Robertson, who gathered the 
ball before playing it in to the 
feet of Shaun MacIver. He then 
beat his man in the box, creating 

Ryan Campbell is congratulated by his teammates after scoring Athletic’s second goal of the 
of the afternoon. t10athletic01. 

Paul Carmichael forces the ball home to make the score 3-0 and 
secure all three points for Athletic.

a yard of space for himself in the 
process and struck the ball from 
a tight angle with his left foot but 
his shot wasn’t enough to beat 
Thistle keeper Derek Foster, who 
palmed the ball out for a corner.

The ping-pong style of the 
match continued. 

Thistle’s Allan Semple received 
the ball on the edge of the box and 
picked out his team mate Garry 
McGuinnes, who had his second 
opportunity of the game to break 
the deadlock and the most clear 
cut chance of the game so far. 

He had the ball at his feet and 
only had Graham ‘Sugar’ Doug-
las to beat, but again, the Thistle 
number nine dragged his shot 
wide of the left hand post.

Outstretched leg
The game might have been 

goalless, but it was the visitors 
who were creating the better 
chances. Semple ran the ball into 
the Athletic box but was met by 
a charging Douglas, who made 
it difficult for the Thistle man 
and blocked his shot with an 
outstretched leg.

The Athletic keeper was at the 
forefront of the action moments 
later, but this time he was helping 
create a chance. The Athletic 
netminder kicked the ball out of 
his hands and directed it towards 
the head of MacIver.

His header found the feet of 
Paul Carmichael, who ran with 
the ball towards the byline, 
before cutting it back into the 
path of Campbell, but a Thistle 
defender was on hand to block 
his effort.

It wasn’t long before the home 
team put this play into practise 
for a second time; Douglas 
cleared the ball from his grasp 
yet again and found the head of 
Callum Weir, who won his battle 
in the air and headed the ball 
into the path of MacIver, but in 
the end Foster was on hand to 
collect the ball in his arms.

Old Oak Thistle attempted to 
play the ball out from the back, 
but MacIver pinched the pocket 
of the Thistle defender and ran 
towards the opposition’s defence

He decided to go it alone 
despite shouts for the ball from 
Mark Robertson, who made a 
darting run forward.

MacIver cut inside and went 
past three players on the edge of 
the box before getting a shot on 
target, but it wasn’t enough to 
trouble the goalkeeper.

Athletic continued to apply 
pressure and Robertson played a 
through ball to Carmichael, who 
played the ball across the six-yard 
box. MacIver met the ball with 
his right foot, but wasn’t able to 
beat Foster in goals.

Carmichael created a great 
opportunity for himself, after 
out-muscling his man, turning 
him in the process before curling 
a shot aimed for the top right 
corner, but again Foster was able 
to get a hand to the ball and tip it 
out for a corner.

The game then got a little 

heated with MacIver and Thistle 
keeper Foster going into referee 
John Stobo’s notebook.

The first half ended with the 
scoreline blank.

Athletic started the second 
half the better of the two teams 
and Campbell played the ball to 
Carmichael who struck the ball 
low and hard. 

The Old Oak keeper was able 
to get a foot to the ball, but only 
enough to divert it into the bot-
tom right hand corner of the net.

However, there was some con-
troversy over the legitimacy of 
the goal. The away side claimed 
it hit the side netting, but after 
some debate the goal was allowed 
to stand.

The away side were awarded 
three corners in as many minutes, 
but some good goal keeping and 
stout defending kept them at bay 

Campbell increased the home 

team’s lead when he beat his 
marker on the half way line, 
nut-megged a second Oak player 
before striking the ball into the 
bottom left hand corner of the 
net to double Athletic’s lead.

Thistle weren’t ready to give up 
just yet, and they had a golden 
opportunity to get themselves 
back into the game when Alan 
Frier received the ball in Athlet-
ic’s box, but the number 20 was 
leaning back and fired the ball 
high over the bar.

Carmichael then killed the 
game off when he got his second 
of the day and the home side’s 
third. 

The ball was played over the top 
of the defence where the Athletic 
striker closed down the Thistle 
keeper and blocked his clearance. 

Carmichael got to the ball first 
and  slid it into an open net to se-
cure all three points for his team.

The game wasn’t over just yet 
and there was one more goal to 
come. 

Old Oak striker Semple was 
brought down in the box as he 
tried to get on the end of a corner 
and was awarded a penalty by 
referee Stobo, with only seconds 
left on the clock.

The number 13 blasted the ball 
into the left hard corner, sending 
Douglas the wrong way to make 
the final score it 3-1.

However, as Douglas tried to 
pick the ball out of the net there 
was a scuffle and the Athleic 
keeper was brought down by a 
Thistle player, but the referee 
took no action and blew the final 
whistle.

Athletic are at home again on 
Saturday when they play host to 
Roseneath. The game will be 
played on the 3G pitch at Oban 
High School.

McPhee prepares for new Moto3 season
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Oban Lorne                  12
Newton Stewart  15
BT West Division 1 Saturday March 5

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart v Oban Camanachd
Deek Cameron
Kingussie v Lochaber
David Mitchell
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
John Angus Gillies
Kyles Athletic v Fort William
Lachie Wood
Skye v Lovat
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest National Division 
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Ballachulish
Robert Baxter
Inveraray v Bute
Innes Wood
Inverness v Beauly 
Archie Ritchie
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh
Evan MacRae

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Fort William v Beauly
Ronnie Campbell
Lovat v Skye
Andy MacLean
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel
Willie MacDonald
Strathglass v Kingussie
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest South Division 1
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic
Ewan MacDonald
Lochside Rovers v Inveraray
Scott McNeill
Oban Celtic v Col Glen
John Wood
Taynuilt v Strachur
Alex MacVicar

Marine Harvest North Division 2
Aberdeen University v Inverness
John Matheson 
Boleskine v Kilmallie
Callum Duff
Caberfeidh v Lewis
Brian MacKay
Lochaber v Lochcarron
Graeme Innes
Strathspey v Glengarry
Iain Kennedy -  1.30pm

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
Bute v Oban Lorn
Jo Gallagher
Dunoon v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Jim Innes - noon
Tayforth v Aberdour
Euan Pearson

Throw-ups 2.30pm unless stated

Women’s Camanachd
Association 
Saturday March 5
Marine Harvest
National Division 1
Skye v Aberdour
13.30 throw up

Sunday March 6
Marine Harvest
National Division 1
Badenoch & Strathspey v   
Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Lochaber  v All Stars

Opening day of the 
season’s  fi xtures

Pre-season
friendly results
Saturday February 27
Beauly 0 v 5 Fort William
Dunoon 1 v 5 Glenorchy
Lovat P v P Skye
Skye 3 v 0 Lewis
Strachur 0 v 1 Bute
Beauly P v P Lochaber
Inverness P v P Glenurquhart
Lochside 2 v 9 Oban Camanachd
Newtonmmore 6 v 1 Glasgow MA
Strathglass 1 v 6 Glenurquhart
Aberdour 1 v 1 Tayforth
Caberfeidh 2 v 2 Beauly
Fort William 1 v 4 Lochaber
Aberdour 3 v 3 St Andrews Uni
Kilmallie 1 v 5 Kingussie
Kingussie 5 v 1 Inverness
Kinlochshiel P v P Kilmallie
Oban Celtic 1 v 5 Kinlochshiel

Rugby

OBAN Celtic Shinty Club hosted 
premiership club Kinlochshiel on 
Saturday for the annual Robert 
Wylie Memorial Trophy.
 Mossfield Stadium was the 
venue and Kinlochshiel, who had 
stepped in at the last minute after 

The impressive Robert and Bob Wylie Trophies as well as winners and runners-up medals on display 
during Saturday’s match.

Oban Celtic and Kinlochshiel players line-up before the presentations from the Wylie family.

Kinlochshiel win Robert Wylie Trophy
Boleskine had to pull out from 
the fixture, won the match 5 – 1.

The Bob Wylie Quaich for 
Oban Celtic’s Man of the Match 
was awarded to Ally McKerrach-
er.

Celtic will be hoping to get their 

Marine Harvest South Division 
One programme off to a winning 
start when they take on Col Glen 
at home on Saturday.

Shinty

THE return of the triumvirate, 
derby clashes, concessions and 
new apex predators, just a normal 
week for the Gordon & Strathern 
Limited-sponsored Oban Pool 
League.  

The Lochavullin’s Cellar made 
their long awaited return to ac-
tion after three weeks inactivity 
and had home advantage as they 
welcomed Markie Dans B.  The 
defending champions last outing 
on league duty, a full month ago, 
saw them suffer an excruciating 
defeat at the hands of Lochnell; 
the extended break giving them 
plenty of time to lick their 
wounds.

A despondent Markie Dans B 
entered the contest on the back 
of a crushing whitewash and 
looked tailor-made opponents 
for the holders to get their title 
retention quest back on track and 
so it proved.

The match may have been played 
last Thursday evening, but it was 
a Sunday stroll for Lochavullin’s 
Cellar, who were rarely tested 
throughout and eased to the two 
points and evidently shifted their 

ring rust in the process. As previ-
ously reported the Lochavullin’s 
captain had suffered with his 
inability to pick his strongest side 
on a weekly basis, but following 
on from a clean sweep surely at 
least a full complement of players 
wouldn’t be an issue? But it was.

It may yet prove to be contro-
versial, but unfortunately, for the 
first time this campaign, a team 
has forfeited a tie without a ball 
being struck.  The beneficiaries 
of what can only be described as a 
farcical situation were Lochnell, 
who received the points on offer 
and with it the emphatic scoreline 
of 12 games to nil.  

Although at this point a crimson 
faced Lochnell were oblivious to 
the fact their night was about to 
become even more euphoric.  

The headline hoarders that 
have been Lancaster A complete 
the triumvirate jigsaw and com-
menced last week looking to fulfil 
the expected trio of victories.

Historically co-habits the Lan-
caster B had posed little threat 
to their compatriots and despite 
a four-game undefeated league 

streak, once again looked like 
providing no more than a cameo 
role.  However, the director’s 
script must have got lost in the 
post as inexplicably the opening 
doubles saw the unfancied B 
team seize the initiative much to 
the disdain of the self-proclaimed 
doctors of destruction.

Ironically, a jaded Lancaster A 
looked anaesthetised throughout 
the majority of the singles before 
excessive slow play in the final 
match seemed to intravenously 
inject life into the contenders.

The damage had already been 
done and the concluding doubles 
section allowed no margin for 
error for the Lancaster A to avoid 
an unexpected loss.  Their seda-
tion may have lapsed but their 
normal cohesive duos lacked the 
usual seduction and aided by a 
few fortuitous ricochets at crucial 
times, it was the Lancaster B who 
prevailed.

It would be disrespectful to the 
Lancaster B to class the result as 
a mammoth shock but it could 
prove to be a pivotal moment in 
defining the destination of the 

championship.  The immediate 
aftermath saw Mark Zucker-
berg’s social media site go into 
melt down as the news circulated, 
jokes and jibes were plentiful but 
the reality is only a cigarette pa-
per now separates the top three.

The Gluepot returned to win-
ning ways as they ventured into 
town to face basement troops 
Outreach.  Being rooted to the 
foot of the table hasn’t deflated 
any of the charismatic Outreach, 
but the extra guile shown under 
pressure from the Gluepot was 
the telling factor.

The scoreline may have been 
comprehensive but the valiant 
effort shown from The Outreach 
bodes well with their wooden 
spoon battle on the horizon.

Their rivals for that undesired 
accolade are the Wide Mouthed 
Frog, who also travelled into 
Oban to play Markie Dans A.  

With the Corran Esplanade 
outfit still leading the charge for 
fourth spot it was always going 
to be a struggle but nonetheless 
they did at least tie the doubles 
sections. A rout of the singles 

OBAN POOL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE 
                                             P   W  D   L    Ff   Fa  Fd   Pts
1 Lochnell                11  10  0   1  102   30   72   20
2 Lancaster A          10   9   0   1    94   26   68   18
3 Lochavullin’s Cellar    9     8   0   1   76   32   44   16
4 Markie Dans A          11   6   2   3    83   49   34   14
5 Lancaster B              11   6   1   4     74   58    16   13
6 Gluepot             10   5   0   5    60   60    0    10
7 Markie Dans B        11   3   1   7    53   79   -26    7
8 Lochavullin         11   3   0   8    52   80  -28    6
9 Wide Mouthed Frog   10   0   0  10   18 102  -84    0
10 Outreach                10   0   0  10    12  108  -96    0

Red faces as Lochnell take over top spot in Oban Pool League
was all that was required for 
Markie Dans A to seal the win 
and remain on course for the best 
of the rest race but they will have 
a watchful eye on The Lancaster 
B nestled below them. 

The Gordon & Strathern Limit-
ed February Flyer took place last 
Friday evening and the final was 
contested by doubles partners 
Arvid Fagervold and Brandon 
Ferris from The Lancaster A.

The former edged the encoun-
ter by three frames to one and 
was the last man standing out of 
a field of 26 players.

Results: February 25 - Lo-
chavullin’s Cellar 9-3 Markie 
Dans B;  Lancaster A 5-7 
Lancaster B; Lochnell 12-0 
Lochavullin;  Markie Dans A 9-3 
Wide Mouthed Frog; Outreach 
2-10 Gluepot

Fixtures: March 3 - Lochavullin 
v Lochavullin’s Cellar; Outreach 
v Lancaster A; Gluepot v Markie 
Dans A;  Markie Dans B v 
Lochnell;  Lancaster B v Wide 
Mouthed Frog.

OBAN Lorne welcomed second 
placed Newton Stewart to 
Glencruitten on Saturday with 
the Green Machine looking for a 
third consecutive win to keep up 
the pressure on the league’s top 
three teams.

The home side fielded a strong 
team, similar to last week’s 19-10 
win against Allan Glens. Dave 
McCabe replaced the unavailable 
Finlay Carmichael at stand off 
while Antoine De La Pam took 
the place of Jack Baxter in the 
second row.

Both teams made good attack-
ing starts to the game under some 
glorious sunshine. Oban’s pack 
were proving their dominance up 
front by dismantling the visitors’ 
scrum. The visitors, however, 
looked well organised in defence 
and looked dangerous with the 
ball.

The Green Machine found 
themselves 12-0 up after only 
20 minutes. Second row Airidas 
Savickas (Irish) touched down 
from close range after a series 
of good rucking play while Dave 
McCabe added the second try, 
sailing beneath the posts after a 
show and go in mid field.

Narrow defeat 
for Oban side

The home side were delighted 
with the start they had made to 
the game and could have built 
upon their lead if it had not been 
for some rusty decision-making 
in the visitors’ half.

Newton Stewart hit back 
shortly before half time with a 
well-worked try to narrow the 
scoreline to 12-7.

Oban were left a little frustrat-
ed at the break as their first half 
dominance, particularly with the 
forward play did not reflect on 
the scoreline. 

The visitors started as the 
better team in the second half 
and equalised with another well 
worked try.

With the score locked at 12-12 
both sides were struggling to 
create any clear scoring chances 
as the game hung in the balance 
going into the last quarter.

Oban gave away a silly penalty 
with 20 minutes remaining. From 
12-0 down the visitors were now 
15-12 ahead, a reward for some 
excellent defence and all round 
good organisation and structured 
play.

The home side pressed for a win-
ning try in the late stages of the 
game.  Again a dominant scrum 
could not breach the tryline as 
some poor decision making let 
the Green Machine down in 

Argyll and Bute return to action 
this Saturday with an away game 
to Glasgow East RFC. Argyll 
have already played their oppo-
nents this season winning 58-10 
at the start of February. 

Under 16 West Regional Cup
Oban 27, Whitecraigs 10
OBAN U16s took to the field on 
Sunday in the first round of the 
West Regional Cup against a 
strong and physical Whitecraigs 
side.

The visitors took the lead in 
the first 10 minutes with a well 
executed move in the backline to 
lead 5-0. 

Oban hit back with a try from 
standoff Harvey Fegusson and 
a conversion from Angus Neil 
to take a narrow 7-5 lead at the 
interval.

Oban opened the scoring in the 
second half with a well-finished 
score from Andrew Ritchie, 
the result of a good break from 
Fergusson and Ben MacFarlane 
Barrow. Ritchie’s try was uncon-
verted for a 12-7 lead to Oban.

The home side were beginning 
to dominate the attacking play 
and put the visitors out of scoring 
sight with a penalty kick to extend 
the score to 15-5.

Oban raced clear into the last 
20 minutes with a double from 
centre David Cameron to seal an 
impressive 27-10 win with the vis-
itors claiming a late consolation 
score.

Oban are now through the  next 
round and will take on Glasgow 
Hawks U16s at Glencruitten this 
Sunday. Kick off 2pm TBC.

Under 18 West Regional Cup
Allan Glens 58, Oban 10
OBAN U18s took on a strong 
Allan Glens side on Saturday in 
Bishopbriggs with the travelling 
Oban side eventually going down 
to a disappointing 58-10 defeat. 

The loss means that Oban drop 
down to the Shield Competition 
where they travel to take on 
Strathaven this Sunday.

Oban are yet to host a home 
fixture this season with all league 
and cup games so far, being 
scheduled away from home.

vital parts of the 
game.

In the end it 
was a narrow 
15-12 win for the 
visitors against 
an Oban side 
who played 
well, but did not 
take the scoring 
chances they 
created.

Oban Lorne 
remain in 4th 
place on 29 
points. This 
Saturday the 
teams rematch 
in Newton Stew-
art with Oban 
out for revenge. 
Kick off 3pm.

BT West 
Division 4
Glasgow East v 
Argyll and Bute

Calum MacLachlan makes a break for the Newton 
Stewart line. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

OBAN Camanachd and Lochside 
Rovers played a friendly at Gana-
van last Saturday in preparation 
for the coming season. As expect-
ed the Premiership side raced 
into a comfortable half-time lead 
with goals from Daniel MacVicar 
(2), Connor Howe (2), Malcolm 
Clark and Lorn Dickie.  

Lochside’s solitary reply came 
from young Lewis Buchanan who 
along with Daniel MacCuish and 
Craig Kilpatrick will make the 
step-up from the under 17s to play 
for Lochside in South Division 1 
this season.

The second half was a more 
even affair although further goals 
from Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish, 
Connor Howe, who completed 
his hat trick and ‘Gussie’ Camp-
bell made it a comfortable win for 
the Premiership side.

Oban Camanachd and Lochside 
Rovers prepare for new season

Keith MacMillan, making a 
welcome return after a long-term 
injury, scored a fine individual 
goal for Lochside to make the 
final score 9-2.

The game was well handled by 
referee Dugie Cameron from 
Taynuilt. 

Both team managers Ian Hay 
and Gareth Evans were pleased 
with the workout as the 2016 
season begins in earnest on 
Saturday.

Camanachd manager Ian Hay 
said: ‘The game gave us the op-
portunity to try out a few things 
and move players around as we 
approach a difficult start to the 
league programme.  Our first 
game on is away to MacTavish 
Cup holders Glenurquhart fol-
lowed by the visit to Mossfield of 
Celtic Society Cup holders Kyles 

Athletic and then travel to Por-
tree to play newly promoted Skye 
Camanachd.  So games like today 
have ensured our preparation has 
been good and mean that we can 
start the season in good shape.’

Lochside Rovers manager Ga-
reth Evans will bring in players 
from the successful under 17 
team to supplement his squad and 
with such an array of talent at his 
disposal will look to consolidate 
in South Division 1 and progress 
in cup competitions such as the 
Sutherland and Bullough Cups, 
with training sessions twice 
weekly.

Lochside’s first game is at Gana-
van against Inveraray followed by 
Kyles Athletic away and Celtic at 
home.

Shinty

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2150
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Cameron
Spean Bridge
Inverness-shire

Z Weir
Clachan
Tarbert



Page 28
OT

Sport

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils 2, Shawlands FP 5; 
Premier Division One - Dunoon 
4, Ferguslie Star 3; Kings Park 
Rangers 4, Lochgilphead Red 
Star 2; Jimmy Marshall Cup, 
2nd round - East Kilbride 1, 
Oban Saints 2; St Joseph’s FP 11, 
Tarbert 0.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: Scot-
tish Amateur Cup, 7th round 
- Oban Saints v Doune Castle; 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, 2nd 
round - Drumchapel Amateur 
Colts v Campbeltown Pupils; 
Premier Division One - Busby v 
Dunoon; Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Easthall Star; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert v Bridgewater; 
Division One - Dunoon Athletic 
v Rossvale.    

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 3, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 06.13 2.0 11.51 2.8 19.10 2.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 02.00 2.9 07.32 1.9 14.44 2.9 20.28 1.8
Sat 03.11 3.1 08.53 1.6 15.38 3.1 21.32 1.5
Sun 03.58 3.4 09.57 1.3 16.19 3.4 22.20 1.1
Mon 04.39 3.7 10.46 0.9 16.56 3.7 23.03 0.7
Tues 05.17 4.0 11.29 0.6 17.30 3.9 23.43 0.4
Wed 05.55 4.2 12.10 0.4 18.04 4.0  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
5

3

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light north westerly
 Temperatures 0°C to 5ºC.
Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures -1°C to 5ºC.

Weekend Cloud on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures -1ºC to 5ºC.

Lewis
on target 
Down
Under

Football

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fi xtures

Football

Donnie’s double dumps Kilby

Football

AN AUSTRALIAN football 
team is hopeful that ex-Oban 
Saints striker Lewis Cameron 
can help them reach the league’s 
top four this season.

Rochedale Rovers, who play in 
the Brisbane Premier League, 
missed out on reaching the finals 
last year by six points. 

The club has identified the key 
to climbing the league this year is 
to establish a better home record 
and is confident their new signing 
can help do just that.

Cameron scored his first goal 
for Rochedale at the end of Jan-
uary, when he volleyed the ball 
into the back of the net against 
Redlands in the Silver Boot 
tournament.

The Australian side is running 
a programme called ‘Sponsor a 
Player’ and is seeking a sponsor 
for Cameron this season at a cost 
of $200 (£101).

To find out more, or to sponsor 
the ex-Oban Saints player, call 
07789 410219.

Rochedale are coached by Scott 
MacNicol, son of the legendary 
Dunstaffnage player Brian Mac-
Nicol, himself a qualified state 
coach in Queensland for more 
than 20 years.

Scott played a few games for 
Oban Saints before signing for 
Dunfermline Athletic and then 
Brechin City. When asked about 
his playing highlights Scott said 
scoring against Celtic on his 
debut for Dunfermline was one.

Lewis Cameron

East Kilbride       1
Oban Saints                    2
Marshall Cup - 2nd round

Dean Smith takes a tumble during the 2-1 win over East Kilbride last Saturday.
 Match report and photos: Derek Black

Donald Campbell slots home a second half penalty which proved to be the winner.

LAST Saturday Oban Saints 
launched their Scottish Amateur 
Football League Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy campaign with a narrow 
2–1 win over last season’s beaten 
finalists East Kilbride FC Am-
ateurs at the excellent K-park 
facilities which the amateurs 
share with Lowland League high 
flyers East Kilbride.

Manager Alex Craik was able to 
include fit again Myles McAuley 
in his squad for the first time 
since the Mod Cup success over 
Glasgow Island last October 
and named him in a strong 
bench which also included Dene 
Cassells, Dougal Graham, Keith 
Millar and Dean Smith.

Ross Maitland and Allan Mack-
ay were restored to the starting 
line-up after starting the West 
of Scotland Cup defeat against 
Colville Park on the bench with 
Scott Maitland slotting in at left 
back in an otherwise unchanged 
starting 11. 

Saints started brightly on a 
bright, crisp day perfect for 
football and had their first sight 
of goal inside the first minute.

Ross Maitland got to the bye-
line on the Saints right and cut 
a cross back for Mackay who 
hooked an acrobatic overhead 
kick inches wide of Kilby keeper 
Graeme McMillan’s left hand 
post.

Saints followed this up with 
several half chances which failed 
to trouble McMillan in the Kilby 
goal. The pick of the bunch were 
a second overhead kick of the 

day this time from skipper Marc 
Mccallum after a deep Ross 
Maitland corner kick; and a 
deft chip over the cross bar from 
Craig MacEwan after another 
Ross Maitland cut back from the 
right.

As the half wore on, Kilby be-
came more of a threat with Saints 
losing their shape and their usual 
crisp passing. A quick throw-in 
on the left touchline gave Kilby 
skipper Gavin Thomson the 
chance to come forward from left 
back and stride into the Saints 
box where Jamie Graham had 
to be quick to take the ball off 
the toe of Jonny Diack after his 
skipper had tried to pick him out 
on the penalty spot.

The break through for the home 
side came shortly afterwards 
courtesy of a softly conceded 
penalty kick. MacEwan found 
himself in unfamiliar territory on 
the edge of his own penalty area 
and, in a tangle of legs, brought 
down Jamie Innes just inside the 
box. Referee Michael McCart 
had no hesitation in pointing to 
the spot giving David Atha the 
chance slot the ball past Thomas 
McCulloch from 12 yards. 

The shaky period continued for 
the visitors with Paul Kerr having 
to clear off his own goal-line 
when Craig Thomson turned 
a deep corner kick back across 
the face of the Saints goal; and 
Maccallum making a perfectly 
timed last ditch challenge to 
dispossess Diack when the Kilby 
striker looked set to punish a 
mix-up between Jamie Graham 
and David McArthur. 

The latter incident appeared to 
come at a heavy cost as the Saints 

skipper limped about for several 
minutes before he eventually 
shook off a heavy knock to his 
left knee. 

Saints ended the first half on a 
far more positive note and came 
within millimetres of restoring 
parity just before the interval. 

MacEwan slipped a defence 
splitting pass through the inside 
left channel for Donald Camp-
bell, who curled a terrific right 
foot shot towards the far corner 
only for MacMillan to pull off 
a remarkable save throwing 
himself full length to his left to 
fingertip the ball around the post 
for a corner kick.

Manager Alex Craik decided 
on a half time substitution bring-
ing on Myles McAuley to replace 
Ross Maitland. The change 
reinvigorated Saints and straight 
from the re-start they were on 
the attack with David McArthur 

charging up the right wing and 
sending in a low cross looking 
for Craig MacEwan which was 
intercepted by Craig Thomson 
with the Saints striker ready to 
pounce.

Just one minute later good 
interplay on the edge of the Kilby 
box by Craig MacEwan and Allan 
Mackay set up Donald Campbell 
for a shot on goal. 

The pass sent Campbell slightly 
wide and his low shot beat 
McMillan in the Kilby goal but 
slipped agonisingly wide of the 
keeper’s right hand post.

The pressure told for Saints 
in the forty ninth minute with 
MacEwan and Mackay again 
combining to set up Campbell.

This time Campbell made no 
mistake tucking a left foot shot 
from 14 yards through the legs 
of the advancing keeper to draw 
Saints level.

In the 58th minute Willie 
Gemmell showed the quality of 
his passing with an excellent ball 
in behind the Kilby defence for 
MacEwan to run on to. 

MacEwan got beyond Thomson 
but sent his right foot shot wide of 
the keeper’s left hand post.

Manager Craik was clearly 
intent on giving everybody a 
run-out ahead of this Saturday’s 
Scottish Amateur Cup seventh 
round match against Caledonian 
League Premier Division leaders 
Doune Castle and, on the hour 

mark, withdrew Jamie Graham 
and Allan Mackay replacing 
them with Dene Cassells and 
Dean Smith. 

Smith was immediately involved 
in the action getting on the end 
of a terrific ball from MacEwan 
on the left before cutting on to 
his right foot and curling a shot 
towards the far post which Mc-
Millan did well to parry away.

The Kilby defence couldn’t 
clear the danger and David 
McArthur squared for Cassells 
to have another go which this 
time he sent wide of the keeper’s 
left hand post with a frustrated 
Campbell unmarked in front of 
goal and screaming for a pass.

Campbell didn’t have to wait 
too much longer for a shooting 
opportunity and it came from 
the penalty spot after he had 
been tripped in the box by an 
injudicious challenge from Kilby 
defender Stuart Cox. 

Campbell dusted himself down 
and stroked the ball into the right 
hand corner of the net sending 
the keeper in the opposite direc-
tion to give Saints a deserved 2 - 1 
lead. 

With twenty minutes remaining 
Saints made a fourth change with 
Dougal Graham coming on to 
replace Willie Gemmell. 

Going into the final 15 minutes 
the home side pressed higher up 
the pitch keeping Saints pinned 
back in their own half but skipper 

Maccallum marshaled his re-
vamped back four now including 
Cassells and Graham well to 
keep the Kilby attack at bay. 

With 10 minutes remaining, 
Saints made their final change 
when Keith Millar came on to 
replace Paul Kerr who had put in 
another steady shift in midfield.

Maccallum then reprised his 
obligatory once-a-match run up-
field where, after two step overs 
and a 50-yard territorial gain, he 
was dispossessed by Thomson 
just before he could slip in the 
unmarked MacEwan. 

With Saints unable to find the 
killer third goal and dropping 
deeper into defence thoughts on 
the touchline turned to the last 
gasp equaliser conceded in sim-
ilar circumstances at Goldenhill 
earlier in the season.

Saints had one final opportuni-
ty to put the result beyond doubt 
when Campbell sent Graham 
and McAuley through on the left 
wing. 

With the two second half 
substitutes almost getting in 
each other’s way, Myles won the 
day but passed up the chance to 
shoot as did the supporting cast 
of MacEwan and Smith. 

After three minutes of stoppage 
time referee, McCart, son of for-
mer Motherwell cente half Chris 
McCart, decided he had seen 
enough and blew for full time 
sending Saints through to the 
third round where they will face 
an away trip to FC Clydebank of 
Premier Division Two.

Manager Craik said: ‘It was 
a cracking game played by two 
good teams who like to get the 
ball down and pass it about. 

‘We started off well but dropped 
out of the game for a 20-minute 
spell but we were excellent in 
the second half and should have 
scored more goals and on the 
balance of scoring chances we de-
served to go into the third round.’

Saints will be hoping for a big 
crowd of spectators at Glencruit-
ten on Saturday as they face their 
biggest game of the season so far 
when they take on Doune Castle 
in the last 16 of the Scottish Am-
ateur Cup. 

Kick-off is 2pm and the match 
will be refereed by Peter Laing. 

The winners will face either 
Shortlees or Shotts Victoria at 
home in the quarter final.

Saturday sees Saints take

on Doune for a place in last 

eight of Scottish Cup

St Columba’s 1 who were victorious on the day, beating Park Primary 3 by 11 points
in the fi nal. 

AROUND 85 pupils from prima-
ry schools across Oban bowled in 
to Atlantis Leisure last Thursday 
to take part in the annual cricket 
festival.

St Columba’s Primary School 
left with the silverware after 
seeing off the competition and 
beating Park Primary 98-87 in 
the final.

On the day, Rockfield entered 
seven teams, Park entered four 
and St Columba’s entered two.

The event is organised by Active 
Schools and Oban Cricket Club.

Ronnie Kelly, chairman of 
Oban Cricket Club, said: ‘We 
have been running this for eight 
to nine years now.

‘We got all the primary 7s to 
take part in training sessions 
before they came and played in 
the festival. 

‘The final was a closely fought 
game and St Comumba’s won the 
shield for the first time.’

Oban Cricket Club and Atlantis 
Leisure have teamed up and are 
now able to offer Sunday cricket 
sessions for children in primary 6 
upwards.

The sessions will start on 
Sunday May 8 and will continue 
every Sunday until May 29 for the 
time being. 

Cricket

Young cricketers 
bowl them over
at annual festival

Abigail in Scotland 
squad, but they 
lose to Italy
Women’s rugby

OBAN’S Abigail Evans was in 
the Scotland squad that tavelled 
to take on Italy in a RBS 6 
Nations match in Bologna.
 Unfortunately for Scotland they 
lost 22-7 to a strong Italian side.
 Scotland’s next match is against 
France at Broadwood Stadium, 
Cumbernauld on Friday March 
11, kicking off at 6pm.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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The messages 
I have been 
getting are 
unbelieveable 
”

Frances O’Connell

TIMESLINE

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Reopen on 14th March 
for our 10th anniversary

All our shellfi sh is kept in our seawater tanks

Daily blackboards with something for 
everyone , from a bowl of soup,  steak , coff ee 

and cake or one of our popular platters

Bring this ad along and 

get a free cup of coff ee and 

homemade shortbread  

after your meal  

(off er valid from 14th till 28th of March)

Lochleven Seafood Cafe
01855 821048

www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Review us on trip advisor

Follow us on Facebook

MARINE Harvest Scotland is cutting 
56 jobs in Lochaber as part of a restruc-
turing of the company. 

Twelve jobs will be lost in Mallaig, 11 
in Skye and Lochalsh, three in Lewis, 
two in South Uist and two in Argyll. A 
total of 80 jobs will be axed across the 
firm.

Marine Harvest Scotland announced 
a restructuring plan in January and 
entered a formal period of consultation 
with staff representatives about which 
posts would be affected.

The news was given at a meeting with 
staff representatives who were told the 
company was making changes to its 
operations to make the business more 
efficient and sustainable.

Ben Hadfield, managing director of 
Marine Harvest Scotland, said: ‘We are 
sorry to be losing some highly-qualified 

and skilled people, but we have to re-
structure the business to make it more 
efficient and sustainable. By taking this 
action now we can be more certain of 
maintaining jobs in the future.’

The company said it has been in 
discussions with local agencies and 
politicians and is doing everything it can 
to help staff find new employment.

Councillor Thomas MacLen-
nan, chairman of Lochaber Area 
Committee, said: ‘The announcement 
of the loss of these 80 jobs, the majority 
of which are in the Highlands, is a blow. 
This will undoubtedly have a huge 
impact on our remote and fragile areas. 
Whilst this is disappointing news, it 
should hopefully leave Marine Harvest 
in a stronger position to face the future.’

Dave Thompson MSP for Skye, Lo-
chaber and Badenoch, is disappointed 

but is relieved the number of jobs lost is 
fewer than initially thought.

He said: ‘I will ask the Scottish Gov-
ernment again to provide maximum 
assistance to help these folk back into 
work and to support the local area in the 
interim. 

‘I will also urge Highland Council and 
the Scottish Government to expedite 
the processing of the planning applica-
tion for Marine Harvest’s proposed feed 
plant on the West Coast, which seems 
likely to reverse these cuts when it is up 
and running.’

Marine Harvest’s plans to create a 
feed plant in Scotland continue as part 
of the restructuring of the business 
aimed at making it ‘more efficient and 
sustainable’.

An announcement on a preferred site 
is likely within the next month. 

THE WORLD’S largest indoor 
ice climbing centre is to reopen 
on March 18, seven months 
after it was gutted by a fi re.

Ice Factor Kinlochleven 
closed in July last year follow-
ing a fi re in the sauna area of 
the 120-year-old building.

Owner Jamie Smith said: 
‘After a huge eff ort by all of the 
team I’m proud to announce an 
even bigger and better Ice Fac-
tor Kinlochleven will reopen.

‘I’d like to thank our many 
customers for their patience 
and we now look forward to 
welcoming them back before 
Easter for loads of vertical fun.’

A SEARCH involving 37 
people from several mountain 
rescue teams was carried out 
last weekend for two missing 
climbers on Ben Nevis.

Rachel Slater, 24, and Tim 
Newton, 27, have not been seen 
for almost three weeks.

Lochaber, Cairngorm, Dun-
donnell, Oban, Skye teams and 
the Search and Rescue Dog 
Association were all involved 
in the latest search on Saturday. 

Treacherous weather condi-
tions and a risk of avalanches 
have suspended previous 
searches. Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue (LMR) posted on its 

Facebook page: ‘A lot of time 
spent searching and probing 
avalanche debris in various 
locations. Some of the team 
climbed Tower Ridge and 
looked into the top of some of 
climbs on East Flank. 

‘Rachel’s family have been 
overwhelmed by the response 
and the kind thoughts posted 
from all over the world and are 
very grateful. 

‘They were able to see the 
effort going into search first 
hand.’

LMR said searches would 
continue, depending on the 
weather conditions. 

Putting someone in the recovery position, learning CPR and 
using a defi brillator were some of the techniques shown to 
pupils at Gaelic school, Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar. Ally 
MacLeod, who teaches fi rst aid at The Underwater Centre in 

Fort William, led the workshop.

A BUS operator has said it will 
assess the level of a Sunday 
service from Fort William to 
Inverness after it withdrew 
three out of four buses.

Kilmallie Community Coun-
cil said the main impact of the 
cuts is felt at weekends, with the 
only bus leaving Fort William 
for Inverness at 12.15pm and 
one from the city to the town at 
4.45pm.

The community council said 
it would have a large impact 
on weekend family visits and 
visits to friends and relatives in 
Raigmore Hospital.

The group feels the 6.15pm 

bus, in particular, was well 
used. A Citylink representative 
attended Lochaber Transport 
Forum meeting last week. 

A company spokeswoman 
said: ‘The service changes were 
made to better reflect passenger 
demand between Fort William 
and Inverness. However, as 
always, we keep all of our ser-
vices under review and work to 
ensure they are appropriate for 
seasonal levels of demand. 

‘We are assessing the level 
of Sunday service over the 
summer period and expect to 
discuss this with the council in 
the coming weeks.’

POLICE are asking residents to 
be aware of bogus callers after 
a man driving a Ford Transit van 
was seen acting suspiciously at 
a house in Duror.

A resident spoke to the man, 
who asked about doing tarring 
work. When the resident 
declined, he then asked if they 
would like to buy any batteries.

Meanwhile, some members 
of staff  at Glencoe Ski Centre 
had their purses stolen from 
their handbags on the after-
noon of Tuesday February 23. 
Contact police on 101 with any 
information. 

LOCHABER Youth Theatre 
will take to the stage on Mon-
day with its mystery drama, 
Eclipse.

The performance follow six 
friends who are in Cornwall 
to watch the total eclipse in 
1999. It’s during this that an 
incident takes place and the 
group is interviewed by the 
police.

The show is on at Lochaber 
High School on Monday 
March 7 at 7.30pm.  

Police issue bogus 
caller warning 

Youth theatre cast 
takes to the stage 

AN INSPIRATIONAL gran 
who has multiple sclerosis has 
been overwhelmed by the sup-
port and generosity towards a 
fundraising campaign for her 
to have treatment.

Frances O’Connell was 
excited to learn about a po-
tentially breakthrough stem 
cell treatment for people with 
the neurological condition. 
The procedure is only in the 
trial stages in the UK, but is 
available in several parts of the 
world, including Mexico, Swit-
zerland and Russia, costing 
around £40,000.

Frances’ family and friends 
were determined to raise 
money to help her receive, 
what could be, life-changing 
treatment.

In just four weeks, more than 
£3,000 has been pledged to the 
campaign.

Frances, 46, who lives in 
Caol, said: ‘For the first two 
weeks after the fundraising 
started, I would regularly 
break down in tears. The 
messages I’ve been getting are 
unbelievable. People have been 

so kind. It started when I saw 
an article about a woman from 
Inverness who went to Mexico 
to have stem cell treatment. I 
thought, what a positive story, 
and wrote about it on my MS 
blog. 

‘I jokingly said to my husband 
Stewart that was what I wanted 
for my Christmas present. He 
shared it on Facebook and the 
next day my daughter Siobhan 
started a fundraising page.

‘If we could raise a quarter 
of the target, that would be 
awesome.’

Mum-of-two Frances said the 
recent publicity surrounding 

Marine Harvest cuts 56 jobs in Lochaber

Gran overwhelmed by generous 
support for MS treatment fund   

the stem cell treatment is a 
‘huge breakthrough’ and has 
given her a ‘new lease of life’. 
She hopes it will be the same 
for other people with MS.

Frances was diagnosed with 
the condition when she was 
just 27. 

Determined to retain her 
positive outlook on life, she 
refused to let it get her down 
and continued to do things she 
enjoyed, such as running and 
even competed in marathons.

Frances writes a blog about 
MS and loves working as a 
nursery practioner at Gaelic 
nursery, Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar. However, in the 
last four-and-half-years Franc-
es has noticed a deterioration 
in her symptoms.

She said: ‘It affects 
everything. It varies from day 
to day and I can’t say what I’ll 
be like tomorrow. I have to use 
a stick and the worst thing for 
me is fatigue. It’s a horrible 
illness.’

Frances hopes to go to Mex-
ico for the stem cell treatment 
and has been doing lots of 
research on the procedure.

She added: ‘You can never 
get rid of MS, but I think this 

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Doors reopen at 
climbing centre

Bus service concerns Search continues on Ben

Frances with her fundraising 
team: grand-daughter 

Kayla, daughter Siobhan, 
grand-daughter  Carley, 

and friends Pamela Hendry, 
Karin McGilvery, Kirsty Kyle and 

Kathlene Clelland. 
Photo: John Paul Peebles, 
Abrightside Photography. 

treatment could give you 
another life.

‘It’s aggressive treatment 
and I could be away for two 
months. There’s no guaran-
tees it will work.

‘I just wish it could be done 
in the UK. It would give 

people with MS a real boost.’ 
A number of fundraising events 
have been planned, including a 
race night, Country and Western 
evening and a ladies’ night. For 
more information visit https://
crowdfunding.justgiving.com/
siobhan-duncan

Slipway Autos Ltd
New and Used Car Sales

Specialist in VW / SEAT & Skoda
Stock List

Seat Mii
13 – 3 dr h/back – 17,841 miles ................................£4,995
VW Polo Match SA (Automatic)
12 – 5 dr h/back  - 20,951 miles ................................£8,750
VW Golf SE DSG
10 – 5 dr h/back – 42,100 miles ................................£8,195
VW Golf SE 1.6TDI
62  – Estate – 9,902 miles .......................................£10,495
VW Golf Plus 1.6TDI
62  –  5 dr h/back -  42,100 miles ..............................£7,495
Citroen DS3 D Style + E HDI
12 – 3 dr h/back - 18,532 miles .................................£9,495
Ford Transit 350 LWB
12 – High Roof Van  -  91,969 miles ..........................£7,225
VW Polo Match 1.2 TDI
62 – 5 dr h/back  -  20,991 miles ...............................£8,495
Hyundai i20
64 plate  – 9,800 miles .............................................. £6,850

Seat & Skoda models arriving soon
All above vehicles come with warranty

Finance available on request 

Slipway Autos Ltd, Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)

All garage services - MOT Testing (classes 4, 5 & 7) 
Servicing & Repairs and body work repairs

INSIDE ARENA THIS WEEK:
> Citizen9 unleash new EP
> Michelle McManus in one 
    woman show
> Rural choirs get into tune
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‘NEVER have we faced such 
a massive budget gap to close,’ 
were the words delivered in a 
speech by Highland Council 
budget leader councillor Bill 
Fernie as a further £30 million 
of cuts were made.

The amount of savings 
expected for 2016/17 soared 
last year, rising from £4.5m 
to £40m. In December it was 
revealed there would be an 
£18.3m cut in funding from the 
Scottish Government.

Highland Council is the 
largest geographical local 
government area in the UK.

Councillor Fernie said: ‘The 
goal posts have been changed 
all the time, but I would con-
tend that with the scale of this, 
the goal posts have actually 

WHERE some of the £29.67m 
cuts will be made:

In care and learning, £8m will 
be saved, including £4.1m to 
NHS Highland adult services.

Voluntary redundancies 
total 275, including 37 senior 
managers, saving £10.5m a 
year. The 12.5m cost of the re-
dundancies will come from the 

council’s emergency reserves.
The finance department will 
be reduced by £2.45m.

A total of £2.4m will be re-
duced from community servic-
es, including bringing forward 
increases in burial, cremation 
and lair charges, scheduled 
for the next three years, saving 
£633,000 in 2016/17.

Burial charges will increase 
from £638 in 15/16 to £970 in 
16/17; cremations from £638 to 
£849, and lair purchase from 
£566 to £753.

The public toilets in Fort 
William could be under threat 
as the council reviews its public 
conveniences in a bid to save 
£250,000.

It will be looking at closures, 
operating amendments and 
replacement with Highland 
Comfort Schemes and/or 
transfer to third parties.

In development and infra-
structure services, £2m will be 
saved while £970,000 will be 
cut from corporate develop-
ment.

THE SNP opposition group 
put forward alternative savings 
which were accepted by coun-
cillors at the budget meeting. 

Councillor Maxine Smith, 
leader of the SNP group, 
said: ‘It is a difficult to make 
such savage cuts. As the 
opposition, we felt it was our 
duty to scrutinise these and 
remove the most devastating 

suggested savings. We focused 
on the cuts that would affect 
the poor or vulnerable such as 
the deprived area funding and 
Women’s Aid.’ 

The following areas were pro-
tected from the chop: criminal 
justice (£20,000), Women’s Aid 
(£40,000), children’s commis-
sioned services (£199,000), 
street cleansing (£100,000), 

airstrips at Plockton, Broadford 
and Dornoch (£28,000), play 
areas maintenance (£112,000), 
employability (£250,000), de-
prived area funding (£440,000), 
Blythswood and New Start 
(£50,000), Gaelic arts, includ-
ing The Mod and Blas Festival 
(£19,000), homelessness 
housing support (£82,000) 
and NHS suicide prevention 

(£20,000). Replacement savings 
would come from: film budget 
(£50,000), further reduction of 
agency staff (£167,779), grants 
and training (£10,000), new 
model of managing sickness ab-
sence (£500,000), schools’ ener-
gy incentives (£531,221), Eden 
Court (£41,000) and corporate 
communication restructuring 
(£60,000).

Margaret Davidson, leader 
of the Independent council 

administration, said the 
council will continue to face 

challenging budgets.

THE LIB DEM group of Highland 
Council’s alternative budget 
proposals package was reject-
ed. It included a £1m poverty 
fund to protect the most vul-
nerable in the community.

Leader of the group Councillor 
Alasdair Christie said: ‘We tried 
to protect children, vulnerable 
adults, the elderly and disabled.

‘It is a small achievement and 
residents will still feel the pain 
of these unnecessary budget 
cuts across services. It could 
have been so diff erent.’

IT WILL be several months until 
a review of the under-threat Loch-
aber smelter and hydro-electric 
power station is complete, MSPs 
have been told.

Rhoda Grant and David Stewart, 
who represent the Highlands and 
Islands, met with bosses of Rio 
Tinto in the Scottish Parliament 
last week.

The company is carrying out a 
review of its assets in Fort William 
and Kinlochleven. 

Mrs Grant said as well as the 
company’s review, organisations 
such as Highland Council and 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
were looking at how they could help 
maximise the company’s assets.

She added: ‘I left the meeting 

reassured that the company rec-
ognised the plant’s value, both to 
its own operation and to the com-
munity in Lochaber. The smelter, 
the associated land and operations 
are a valuable asset. I am pleased 
they are also speaking to other 
organisations about maximising 
these assets.

‘But it is likely to be several 
months until the company will be 
able to consult more widely on 
its options for the future. We im-
pressed on Rio Tinto how much the 
company is valued in Lochaber. We 
will be keeping in touch with both 
Rio Tinto and the unions as this 
process continues and we will be 
doing everything we possibly can to 
keep the smelter in Fort William.’

PUPILS at Lochyside primary 
enjoyed making plenty of noise 
during a drumming workshop.

The school was visited by 
Steve Sharpe from Drumfun, 
which provides individually 
tailored, hands on, interactive 
drumming programmes and 
workshops.

Nursery children and all 
classes took part in the ses-
sions. Head teacher Violet 
Smith said Drumfun was al-
ways one of the most popular 
workshops.

P7 pupils enjoyed dancing, 
percussion activities as well as 
drumming with Steve Sharpe.

THE BUDGET meeting had a 
dramatic end when Council-
lor Donnie Mackay resigned 
from the ruling Independent 
administration.

Mr Mackay, who represents 
Thurso, said: ‘I have listened 
to the budget and I’m not 
impressed with it and the 
poverty that’s going to put 
on people.’

Mr Mackay’s resignation 
leaves the independent 
group with 31 councillors.

Lochaber Air Cadets are fl ying high after raising £1,065 during a bingo 
night. The money will allow the staff  and cadets to use it for upcoming 

training and events. Fight Lieutenant Walter Liddell, commanding offi  cer 
1730 squadron, would like to thank the committee, staff  and cadets for all 

their hard work in hosting a prize bingo at the Caol Community Centre.
He added: ‘A special thanks to all the staff  at the centre for assisting us and 

to all those in Lochaber who donated gifts and prizes.’

TRANSPORT Scotland has 
submitted plans for a new 
cycle bridge in Onich.

The planning application 
is for a 28m-long pre-fabri-
cated steel cycle bridge with 
timber deck over Abhainn 
Righ water.

TIMESLINE

been moved right off the park.
‘We thought things might 

not be as bad until we reached 
December when we had this 
disastrous settlement from the 
Scottish Government, which 
none of us had expected. 

‘We can’t ignore the need to 
raise taxes and avoid further 
damaging cuts to services, 
whether that’s in the council 
tax or another form of taxa-
tion.’

Councillor Fernie said the 
administration’s budget group 
took feedback from the public 
when setting the budget and 
has tried to protect education 
and children’s services as well 
as roads maintenance.

Cuts of more than £10m were 
agreed in December with the 

remaining £29.6m decided at 
last week’s budget meeting.
One of the biggest savings 
will come from the voluntary 
redundancy of 341 members of 
staff (275 full-time equivalent) 
including 37 senior managers.

Speaking at the council meet-
ing, council leader Margaret 
Davidson said: ‘This is a day of 
change for Highland. 

‘The role of the council will 
change from here on in our 
communities. This is only year 
one of four but it will continue 
with the same underpinning 
austerity, we can promise that.

‘We still have a big budget 
- £554m and £100m worth of 
capital spend. That is good 
money to spend in Highland 
and we will do that.’

MSPs told Lochaber smelter 
review will take months 

Council battles to bridge massive 
funding gap with budget changes 

Groups delighted 
with lottery cash  

Fort’s Underwater 
Centre recognised  

Group’s alternative 
package rejected

Dramatic end as 
councillor resigns    Cuts to be made across a wide range of departments

Opposition SNP group puts forward alternative savings
What do you 
think of the 

budget? Email 
fort@obantimes.

co.uk

Lochyside
pupils enjoy 
drumming
workshop

Cars targeted in 
Fort and Mallaig  

PARENTS are delighted with 
a decision not to close four 
island primary schools and 
replace it with one new school.

Sheriff James Tierney, of 
Portree Sheriff Court, ruled 
in favour of the School Clo-
sure Review Panel to refuse 
consent for a new community 
school in North West Skye at 
Dunvegan to replace the cur-
rent primaries at Dunvegan, 
Edinbane, Knockbreck and 
Struan.

Highland Council’s contro-
versial plans were ‘called in’ by 
the Scottish Government last 
year and referred to the panel, 
which turned them down. The 
council challenged the panel’s 
decision in court. 

The Campaign for Skye’s 
Rural Schools Facebook page 
said: ‘Once more we hope that 
the Highland Council will now 
respect the decision of the re-
view panel and now the court, 
cease its attempts to close 
rural schools in the Highlands 
and in future carry out mean-
ingful public consultations.’

Dave Thompson, MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
is also pleased with the deci-
sion. He said: ‘I am delighted 
that sense has prevailed and the 
concerns of parents have been 
listened to.  It will come as very 
welcome news to parents and 
it is heartening to know that 
Scottish Government has lis-
tened on this matter, and better 
still, that an established legal 
outcome has been reached.’

Councillor Drew Millar, 
chairman of the education, 
children and adult services 
committee, said: ‘The council 
is disappointed. We remain 
committed to providing the 
highest quality of education 
to the children of north west 
Skye.’

AN ARMY cadet from 
Fort William took part in 
a massed bands concert 
in Wales.

Cadet Corporal Jodie 
Standen, 14, was one of 
eight cadets from 1st Bat-
talion the Highlanders, 
who was performing as 
part of the Army Cadet 
Force Pipes and Drums 
in the 19th Rorke’s Drift 
Concert at the Theatr 
Brycheiniog in Brecon.

This was the first time 
that the pipes and drums, 
who were invited down 
as guest performers, had 
been asked to attend the 
concert, where they took 
24 band members.

YOUNG people are celebrating 
receiving cash from the Big 
Lottery Fund’s Awards for All 
scheme.

Kinlochlovin’, which aims to 
advance education, citizenship 
and community development 
for young people in the 
Kinlochleven High School 
catchment area, has been giv-
en £7,000 to buy sports equip-
ment for a range of lunchtime 
and after school activities.

Plockton High School has also 
received a  £6,244 for sports 
equipment.

Dave Thompson, MSP for 
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
is delighted the groups have 
received the funding. 

A CAR tyre was deliberately 
punctured and had its 
windscreen chipped and 
scratched while parked in Fort 
William.

The vandalism took place in 
Kennedy Road between 8pm 
on Friday February 19 and 
9.30am the following morning.

In a separate incident, a 
vehicle was damaged after 
being scratched along its side 
when it was parked in Lovat 
Slipway, Mallaig, between 5pm 
on Friday February 26 and 
9.15am the next day.

ONE OF the world’s leading 
subsea training and trials 
centres based in Fort William 
has been named as one of 
London Stock Exchange’s 
‘1,000 Companies to Inspire 
Britain’. 

The Underwater Centre, 
which is based at the shore of 
the seawater loch, Loch Linn-
he, has an extensive onshore 
and off shore site where there 
are a large range of vessels 
and equipment and a team of 
expert staff  and instructors 
delivering subsea training, 
testing and research work for 
clients across many sectors.  

To be included in the list, 
companies needed to show 
consistent revenue growth 
over a minimum of three 
years, signifi cantly outper-
forming their industry peers. 

Court rules 
against
school plan

New cycle bridge 
planned in Onich 

Cadet hits 
right note
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THE ANNUAL general 
meeting of the Association of 
Deer Management Groups 
(ADMG), the organisation 
representing those who man-
age Scotland’s upland red deer, 
took place at Kingussie on 
Friday February 26.

Attended by almost 200 deer 
forest managers, owners, and 

other representatives from 
the sector, there was much 
discussion in connection with 
the Land Reform (Scotland) 
Bill and its elements relating 
to deer including the rein-
troduction of sporting rates 
and additional powers for 
Scottish Natural Heritage to 
intervene where the voluntary 

system is not working. Time 
was also devoted to the forth-
coming review of Scotland’s 
Deer Management Groups 
(DMGs) to take place in the 
autumn when DMGs will 
demonstrate that they have 
made progress on a number 
of fronts including delivery of 
sustainable deer management 

in the public interest. A study 
was commissioned by ADMG, 
the Lowland Deer Network 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association to 
assess the current contribution 
of deer management to the 
Scottish economy. 

Among its conclusions were 
that £140.8m of expenditure 

in Scotland is reliant on deer 
management of which £43.1m 
is directly due to deer manage-
ment activities.  

The study also found that 
there are 2,532 jobs in deer 
management of which 1,372 
were paid, and equate to an 
estimated at 845 full time 
equivalent.

THE UNIVERSITY of the 
Highlands and Islands’ budget 
has been cut by £1.2million, 
but it does anticipate any job 
losses. 

The Scottish Government 
took the axe to teaching and 
research in this year’s funding 
settlement for the Scottish 
Funding Council, which this 
year must share £915million – 
a drop of £29million or 3.3 per 
cent from 2015-16 – among 25 
higher education institutions 

in Scotland. The reductions, 
announced in Finance 
Secretary John Swinney’s draft 
budget, have led to fears of 
falling standards in teaching 
and research fields, and job 
losses as universities try and 
find ways to save cash. 

The figures will be finalised 
once Holyrood passes the 
Budget Bill. Facing the biggest 
percentage cuts are Edinburgh 
and Glasgow Universities, 
where overall funding is 

falling by £6.1 million and £4.9 
million respectively, Aberdeen 
University, down £2.7 million, 
and Dundee University, £2.5 
million.

The University of the 
Highlands and Islands (UHI) 
had its grant for teaching, 
research and innovation cut by 
£1.3million from last year, with 
an overall drop to its budget of 
£1.2million, from £38,971,877 
in 2015-16 to £37,773,474 in 
2016-17 – a drop of 3.1 per cent.

A spokesman for the UHI, 
which encompasses 13 colleges 
and research centres and 
70 learning centres, told us: 
‘These indicative figures will 
be used to plan our provision 
for the academic year 2016-17. 

‘The University of the 
Highlands and Islands has 
received a reduction in grants 
for teaching, research and 
innovation but at a sector 
average value. 

‘We will be planning to 

minimise any effect on 
teaching. 

‘We are carrying out a 
detailed analysis of the impact 
of the reduction in funding and 
the options available.

‘We do not anticipate any 
job losses as a result of this 
reduction in funding, although 
as the university is a partnership 
of 13 independent colleges and 
research institutions, the final 
decision would lie with them as 
they employ their own staff.’

A £1.1 MILLION Voluntary Ac-
tion Fund has been launched 
to help organisations create 
new or enhanced volunteer 
projects. 

Third Sector organisations 
working in Scotland, with 
an annual income of under 
£250,000, can apply for up 
to £10,000 for a Volunteering 
Support Grant.

Organisations will be expect-
ed to recruit at least 15 addition-
al volunteers (especially those 
who are disadvantaged), and 
provide opportunities for both 
current and new volunteers 
to benefi t from a meaningful 
volunteering experience, such 
as training, learning new skills, 
and increased participation in 
their local community.

Details about eligibility, plus 
the application form and guid-
ance notes, can be download-
ed from the Voluntary Action 
Fund website. Applications 
should be submitted by March 
31.

OBAN Access Panel wants 
Obanites to get involved in 
promoting National Disabled 
Access Day and is encourag-
ing disabled people and their 
families living in Oban, Lorn, 
North Argyll and the islands 
to get involved.

The aim of the day on 
Saturday March 12 is to raise 
awareness of the need for a 
disabled-friendly environment 
to help disabled people to 
participate fully in their 
community and to encourage 
disabled people and their 
families to go out and about 
and even try out somewhere 
they have never been before.   

Fiona Morrison of the Oban 
and District Disability Access 
Panel said: ‘As supporters of 
National Disabled Access Day 
we would like to encourage 
disabled people to take 
part and try out somewhere 
new on Saturday – weather 
permitting.  

‘Once you have visited 
a venue, you can upload a 
review to Euan’s Guide: www.
euansguide.com. 

‘Our panel’s area covers the 
whole of Oban and North 
Argyll and the islands. We are 
constantly looking to recruit 
new members who are either 
disabled themselves, are 
carers, or have an interest in 
disabled access. 

‘In particular, we need 
disabled people who can 
report first-hand experiences 
and help us in our endeavours 
to create a more equal world 
for disabled people. 

‘We work closely with Argyll 
and Bute Council on new 
developments such as the new 
town enhancement scheme. 

‘We are a friendly crowd. 
We meet every second month 
in Oban and if you can join 
us you will be made very 
welcome.’

A NATIONAL charity is urging 
people to give up tea and 
coff ee and only drink water 
for the day on March 10 in 
support of World Kidney Day.

National Kidney Federation 
is asking people to ditch 
the hot drinks and spare a 
thought for all the people 
who suff er from kidney dis-
ease. In the UK, two million 
people currently suff er with 
kidney problems.  Collection 
boxes can be obtained by 
calling 01909 544999 or to 
donate text ‘WKDA16 £3’ to 
70070.

New projects can 
access grant cash

Appeal to support 
World Kidney Day

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

University hopes to avoid job losses 
despite budget being cut by £1.2m 

A LOCHABER high school 
pupil’s essay won him first 
prize in a writing competition.

Keir Gibson impressed 
judges of The Lochaber 
Rotary Club’s annual writing 
competition. This year’s 
topic was on the competing 
demands for charity funds.

Joint runners-up were 
Josh McFatridge and Jaynie 
Ireland, both from Lochaber 
high.

Rotary club president, Terry 
Lee, said: ‘The standard of 
writing was extremely high 
and the pros and cons put 
forward were well argued and 
credible. I extend my congrat-
ulations to Keir, Jaynie and 
Josh. 

‘They all have a talent for 
writing.’  Rotary Club president Terry Lee with Jaynie Ireland, Josh McFatridge, Keir Gibson and rotarian John Goodall.   

Cost of deer management estimated at £140m

Talented 
Keir tops 
writing
contest

Get involved with 
Oban Access Panel 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Cheers as Murdo enjoys fi rst ‘legal’ pint

It has taken 72 years, but leap year baby Murdo MacLean from Oban fi nally celebrated his 18th birthday in Aulay’s Bar on Monday 
(February 29). Buying his fi rst ‘legal’ pint, he said it was good, at last, to be drinking without breaking the law. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

800 jobs 
boost if 
Cruachan
plan given 
go ahead
EIGHT hundred jobs and a 
10-year programme of works 
will see a boom in Oban and 
Lorn if Scottish Power secures 
planning permission to build a 
new hydro scheme at Cruachan.

The news has been welcomed 
by Councillor Mary-Jean Dev-
on and Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell, who believe 
the opportunity for Cruachan 
could secure prosperity for the 
area for decades to come.

ScottishPower, the operator 
of the 440 megawatt (MW) 
Cruachan pumped storage 
hydro electric plant near Oban, 
has confirmed it is possible to 
expand the station after a two-
year feasibility study. 

The findings show it would 
be possible to develop between 
400-600 MW additional capac-
ity, with investment of between 
£300 million to £400 million.

A new cavern would need to 
be excavated within Ben Cru-
achan  and new dams could be 
built to increase the capacity of 
the upper reservoir. 

ScottishPower says it is now 
considering all the options.  

Any project to expand Cru-
achan would include: an eight-
to 10-year build programme, 
two to three years to secure 

Section 36 planning consent, 
and six to seven years for con-
struction and commissioning. 
Around 800 workers would be 
needed for the main construc-
tion works.

Cruachan can produce 
electricity for the grid in two 
minutes – or 30 seconds if its 
turbines are already primed. 
At full operation, Cruachan 
can meet the power demands of 
more than 200,000 homes.

However, unlike other power 
stations, Cruachan can also 
act as a ‘battery’. When the 
turbines are reversed they use 
excess electricity from the 
national grid to pump water 
back into the upper reservoir, 
ultimately storing this energy.

Given the increasing impor-
tance of renewable energy in 
Scotland, and the need for 
energy storage, ScottishPower 
believes Cruachan is well 
placed to help support the grid.

Hugh Finlay, generation 
director at ScottishPower, said: 
‘A new generation of pumped 
storage hydro would be a major 
asset for electricity systems 
worldwide as more renewable 
electricity continues to come on 
line. 

‘As well as being able to 
further support peak demand, 
expanded pumped storage 
would also be able to effectively 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

store greater levels of electricity 
at times when renewable energy 
output is high but demand is 
low.

‘Pumped storage hydro is the 
most cost effective and well-de-
veloped large-scale electricity 
storage technology in existence.’

Councillor Devon said the 
plans for Cruachan were an 
opportunity not to be missed: 
‘Cruachan in many respects 
opened up the west coast in the 
1960s and there is an opportu-
nity for even more employment 
and the opportunities in the lo-
cal area that will provide. I hope 
the Scottish government and 
council pull out all the stops to 
promote and support this plan. 
The impact of the project will 
see many people benefit.’

Mr Russell welcomed the 
news. He said: ‘Cruachan is one 

of the wonders of Argyll and the 
prospect of it being even bigger 
and making an even greater con-
tribution to the electricity needs 
of the national grid is exciting 
and would produce many new 
jobs. I hope the UK government 
will make the commitment that 
Scottish Power needs to take 
this idea to completion.’

Often referred to as ‘The 
Hollow Mountain’ and widely 
regarded as an engineering 
masterpiece, Cruachan was 
devised by Sir Edward MacColl 
and was built by a workforce of 
4,000. More than 220,000 cubic 
metres of rock was blasted and 
drilled by explosives experts, 
known as Tunnel Tigers, to 
create a cavern 1km inside the 
mountain to house the turbines 
and a network of pipes and 
tunnels.

AN SMALL island brewery 
made a real impact at a beer 
event in London, with one 
reviewer claiming it had the 
top pint of the festival.

Colonsay Brewery was mak-
ing its first move into England, 
attending the Craft Beer Ris-
ing festival alongside 150 other 
food and drink producers.

Cult beer blogger Kevin 
Black declared the brewery’s 
80/- ale the best in the show.

Colonsay Brewery director 
Keith Bonnington said: ‘It 
was our first visit south of the 
Border and there was a lot of 
competition but people were 
genuinely interested in our 

unique island story – and more 
importantly they seemed to 
love the beer.’

Mr Bonnington said they 
also received positive feedback 
at a trade-only session and 
were hopeful of concluding a 
distribution agreement which 
would see the Colonsay brand 
being sold in shops in the home 
counties and London.

Mr Bonnington added: ‘It 
was a great couple of days. We 
even had one couple tell us 
they had never heard of Co-
lonsay, but on the strength of 
our story and taste of the beer 
they had decided to hold their 
wedding on the island.’

Island brewery creates 
a stir at London event

Cash boost for 
affordable homes 

Job seekers

OAP rescued    

PLANS to build thousands 
of new affordable and private 
homes across Scotland have 
been given a boost thanks to a 
£50 million infrastructure fund.

Social Justice Secretary Alex 
Neil said on Monday that the 
flexible grant and loan fund will 
help unlock important strategic 
housing sites to local authorities 
to increase the speed and num-
ber of houses being built.

The fund forms part of a 
package of measures to support 
the increase in supply of homes 
across all tenures. 

Key to this approach is the 
Scottish government’s five-year 
commitment to delivering at 
least 50,000 affordable homes, 
70 per cent for social rent, 
backed by investment of more 
than £3 billion.

Around five per cent are ex-
pected to be built in Argyll. 

THE NUMBER of people 
claiming job seekers allowance 
in Argyll and Bute in January 
fell by almost seven per cent 
compared to the same month 
last year, official statistics have 
revealed. 

Of the 950 claimants, 71 per 
cent of them were men.

POLICE and Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Services responded to 
reports of a fire in the Falls of 
Lora Hotel in Connel Village, 
at around 12.10am on Tuesday 
March 1. 

The fire was extinguished 
at around 1am. A 76-year-old 
woman was taken to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, and 
was subsequently transferred to 
the Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital, Glasgow. 

A joint investigation will be 
carried out to establish the 
circumstances surrounding 
the incident. A Police Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘Enquiries are 
ongoing.’
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Hoaxers buying local 
numbers for scams
VIGILANCE is needed against 
‘clever’ scammers after local 
numbers and ‘convincing’ people 
have taken thousands of pounds 
from Argyll bank accounts in 
the last few weeks.

Speaking out against the 
‘almost daily’ occurrence at 
Oban Community Council, 
police officer Andrew Simpson 
said the problem was scammers 
were becoming more and more 
convincing.

Constable Simpson said: ‘I 
have personal experience of a 
scam from my own family. Peo-
ple on the end are very convinc-
ing and in some cases thousands 
of pounds can go missing from 
bank accounts.

‘It can happen to people of all 
ages and from all walks of life.’

Speaking to The Oban Times 
after the meeting, one woman 
said she was too embarrassed to 
be named, but wanted to tell her 
story.

The pensioner from Oban said: 
‘I got a phone call from someone 
saying they wanted to reduce my 

payments on my wifi. I was cau-
tious but they gave the first digits 
of my long card number and I 
thought they must be connected 
to my provider.

‘I gave my bank details. Later 
in the day they phoned back 
to check the digits again and, 
of course, this time I read the 
whole number through.’

It wasn’t until a few days later 
when a payment was refused 
in a shop that the older woman 
realised something was wrong.

She continued: ‘The bank said 
withdrawals had been made on 
my card to pay for a luxury hotel 

and another at an expensive 
shoe shop. They had spent more 
than £600.

‘It was a few sleepless nights 
until I heard that the bank had 
caught the person and the mon-
ey was returned to my account. I 
don’t have money to lose.

‘I feel ashamed and stupid, 
but I want other people to know 
because I don’t want it to happen 
to anyone else.

‘I was particularly confused by 
the fact the call came through 
using the local phone code and 
I thought it was someone on 
my doorstep who had stolen my 
money – but after investigation 
it seems that anyone can buy any 
number now.

‘Don’t ever give your bank 
details out over the phone.’

Wyvex Media IT executive 
Stephen Day said: ‘It’s all per-
fectly legal – you can buy a local 
number and then use it from 
your mobile or landline, not only 
to receive incoming calls but to 
make outgoing calls which show 
up on the caller display of the 
number you are calling.

‘There are lots of good reasons 
for doing this. A number can 

be used on your mobile for 
local business, for a dedicated 
landline when a person only has 
a mobile.

‘Any mobile can look local to 
customers when you call. It can 
also be used on your advertising 
or livery.

‘The snag, of course, is that 
scammers can do exactly the 
same and pretend to be local.’  

This means that when a local 
number appears on a caller dis-
play, people answer the phone 
thinking it’s local and not a cold 
call.

Mr Day continued:  ‘Scammers 
pretending to be from a local 
supermarket or the bank or the 
railway station call up to check 
some details of a transaction. 
And before you know it they are 
asking you to confirm your pin 
number.

‘This is also an effort to 
circumnavigate new protection 
methods being put in place by 
telecommunications companies.

‘They may be able to stop 
international numbers but it is 
not clear yet whether they will 
they be able to stop the local 
numbers.’ 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

HEALTH Secretary Shona 
Robison has confirmed NHS 
Highland will receive an addi-
tional £27.5 million in 2016-17. 

This is an increase of five 
per cent on NHS Highland’s 
budget level in 2015-16, bring-
ing the board’s overall funding 
to £577.5 million. 

The budget includes £15.3 
million for investment in 
social care as part of the in-
tegration of health and social 
care – this is part of the £250 
million committed by govern-
ment as part of the 2016-17 
budget settlement.

This funding will be split 
between the new health and 
social care partnerships in 
Highland, which, from April, 
will bring together health 
board and local authority 
responsibilities by integrating 
health and social care services 
across Scotland. 

Ms Robison said: ‘The 
Scottish Government’s 
commitment to increasing 
NHS Highland’s budget 
demonstrates our continuing 
investment in improving care.

‘This comes as Scotland’s 
total health spending reaches 
almost £13 billion for the first 
time ever.

‘We’re clear that people in 
Highland should have access 
to the right care, in the right 
place, at the right time. With 
this increase in funding, 
health boards are being given 
more support to achieve this. 

‘The integration of health 
and social care, which comes 
into full force on April 1, is the 
most significant reform of our 
health and social care services 
since the creation of the NHS 
and our investment of £15.3 
million for Highland’s health 
and social care partnerships 
will help improve people’s 
experience of care.

‘This funding will allow 
people to be supported to 
maintain their independence 
for as long as possible, in their 
own homes and communities 
and means that fewer people 
need to go to hospital to 
receive care. 

‘Where hospital care is nec-
essary and appropriate, they 
will spend less time there and 
return home more quickly.’

CARERS of autistic adults 
living in Argyll and Bute are 
being encouraged to apply 
for an Autism Short Break to 
have a well-earned rest.

More than 300 carers across 
Scotland were given grants for 
nights away, spa visits, football 
games and concerts in the first 
round of funding. 

The £100,000 pot reopened 
for applications recently and 
is delivered by The National 
Autistic Society Scotland, Au-
tism Initiatives and Scottish 
Autism.

 Autism Short Breaks fund-
ing applies to families and 
carers of an adult (over 16 
years of age). 

However, the carer may be 
aged under 16. Grants of up to 
£300 are available. 

To make an application, visit 
autismshortbreaks.org.uk

Increase
of £27.5 
million
for health 
board

Bail hopes 
dashed for 
Connel man 
in Indian jail

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 
568000

ARGYLL’S MSP is demanding 
that 10 librarian posts axed 
in Argyll and Bute Council’s 
budget be reinstated and the 
chief executive’s post made re-
dundant in order to give children 
the education they deserve.

Michael Russell MSP has 
urged the council to reverse its 
decision to get rid of all school 
librarians and has suggested 
the move as a way of finding the 
£191,000 savings required.

Raising the issue in the Scot-
tish Parliament debate on the 
budget, Mr Russell said: ‘The 
salami slicing of budgets under-
taken by the council administra-
tion has been hugely damaging. 

‘The decision to axe that ser-
vice in its entirety leaves Argyll 
and  Bute without a basic and 
essential part of its educational 
infrastructure. 

‘It has quite rightly been met 
with an outcry across the area 
and further afield. 

‘Last Wednesday, I was on 
Mull where there is a strong 
campaign getting under way to 
resist the removal of a school 
librarian who does change lives 
by her work. That campaign is 

being mirrored in other places 
too.

‘I want to suggest to Argyll 
and Bute Council a simple solu-

tion to the problem they have 
created. The same meeting that 
decided to do away with school 
librarians agreed to set up a 

committee to choose a new chief 
executive. The cost of that post, 
including travel and pension will 
come to slightly more than the 
cost of all the school librarians 
put together.

‘Argyll and Bute Council should 
put books and children before 
filling senior management posts. 
It should create an acting chief 
executive post, appointing one of 
the present senior management 
team and then undertake a 
radical decentralisation of man-
agement and delivery, something 
that the council now claims to be 
committed to in any case. 

‘That solution would be easy to 
implement, almost immediate in 
its effect given the existing chief 
executive is leaving in May and 
would show that [councillor] 
Dick Walsh’s administration had 
the correct priorities. 

‘This is the right thing to do 
and it should be done now.’

A council spokesperson said: 
‘The council would like to do 
everything that communities 
want us to but to meet a signif-
icant funding gap we have had 
to make savings of more than 
£10 million in 2016/17 alone. 

The budget decisions taken by 
the council have prioritised ed-
ucation and children’s services 
and served to save more than 
100 full-time equivalent posts. 
The savings agreed include the 
school librarian posts. 

‘Local arrangements will be 
made within schools to ensure 
pupils are supported to make use 
of school libraries or through the 
council’s public library services. 
We will also do all we can to 
secure opportunities for those 
who wish it to continue working 
with the council.’ 

The spokesperson continued: 
‘The council also decided at 
the budget to explore the possi-
bility of developing a budgeting 
scheme for area committees 
that would enable communities 
to have more say about what 
happens at a local level. 

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
has already made significant 
reductions to its management 
structure and, as was agreed at 
the budget, is committed to car-
rying out a further management 
review, with the chief executive 
to put forward a report to mem-
bers on proposals.’

MSP urges council to axe chief executive 
post as a way of saving librarian posts

Gillian Robertson, Dalmally
‘We live in Dalmally, so we get 
the library van and use it. It 
will be a very big shame to lose 
it. I used to be a carer and one 
housebound lady used the van 
every single time it came. The 
mobile librarian would drop 
off  books for her. Libraries are 
a great resource and they need 
someone to keep it organised 
and be a face for it, otherwise 
it’s just a room.’

Iain Marshall, Oban
‘Mobile libraries are important 
for people in outlying areas. I 
always benefi ted from libraries 
when I was at school. Certainly a 
library is part of your education 
and librarians help you fi nd 
stuff . It would be a shame to 
lose them.’

Catherine Hunter, Dunbeg
‘I would like school libraries to 
keep going because reading 
is important for kids. I loved 
reading myself and I want the 
children of tomorrow to have 
what I had.’

Yvonne Johnston, Taynuilt
‘They defi nitely should not 
be cutting mobile libraries. 
So many people can’t get 
out to libraries. Librarians are 
important because they give 
you important information on 
books - they help you.’

T. Barr, Oban
‘It doesn’t matter who’s getting 
cut, it’s all the same. Somebody 
is losing their job. It’s not the 
council’s fault – it’s the govern-
ment’s fault.’

  HAVE YOUR SAY

Voting open for 
Tesco initiative

Voluntary cash 
up for grabs

TESCO customers are being 
invited to help community 
groups and good causes 
in Oban bag a share of a 
£11.5million fund.

The supermarket has teamed 
up with charity Greenspace 
Scotland to launch its Bags 
of Help initiative, which sees 
grants of £12,000, £10,000 and 
£8,000 – all raised from the 5p 
bag levy – being awarded to 
environmental projects.   

Shoppers can vote in-store 
using a token given to them 
at the check-out for either 
Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark, Tobermory Play-
park Committee and Soroba 
Young Family Group.

Voting closes on March 6.

A VOLUNTARY Action Fund 
(VAF) has been launched 
to help organisations create 
new or enhanced volunteer 
projects. 

Third Sector organisations 
working in Scotland with an an-
nual income of under £250,000 
can apply for a support grant of 
up to £10,000.

Details about eligibility, plus 
the application form, can be 
downloaded from the VAF 
website. Applications should 
be submitted by March 31.

AN OBAN man who kept harassing 
his former partner has had his sen-
tence deferred until he completes  
treatment for his alcoholism.

‘I am not going to do anything to 
interfere with that,’ said Sheriff Ruth 
Anderson QC on Monday when 
she heard that Angus Young, of 8D 
Quarry Road, was due to begin the 
residential treatment.

The sheriff had found Young, 58, 
guilty of a course of conduct between 
November 5 and December 3 last 
year that caused his former partner 
of eight months to be fearful and 
alarmed; he had sent text messages 
which were abusive, repeatedly at-
tended at her home address, and left 
an abusive note on her car. 

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty 
said the ‘final straw’ came when the 

woman was out with a friend and her 
young grandchildren and they dis-
covered the note on her car window. 
She then went to the police.

Edward Thornton, defence agent, 
told Oban Sheriff Court that 
amongst the 25 messages were texts 
which read ‘Forgive and forget. Sor-
ry.’  ‘Too many painkillers. Lost the 
plot. Sorry.’

He added that Young had been ill 
in hospital and the painkillers and 
his heavy drinking had led to the 
incidents, but Young was to undergo 
treatment. The visits to the woman’s 
home had been to return gifts and 
possessions that had been left at his 
home during their relationship.

Sheriff Anderson deferred sen-
tence for three months for Young to 
be of good behaviour.

Sentence deferred

Scammers are now buying up 
local numbers  for hoax calls.

Autism cash for 
carer breaks

A BAIL hearing for a Connel 
man stuck in an southern Indi-
an jail was rejected in the early 
hours of Monday morning UK 
time – dashing the hopes of his 
family that he might get out of 
prison soon.

Private security provider 
Billy Irving was imprisoned 
in January after being found 
guilty of piracy charges. Mr 
Irving and his five UK col-
leagues have always protested 
their innocence.

Billy’s partner Yvonne 
MacHugh said: ‘We now have 
to wait until June 1 for the 
main appeal – at least another 
four months locked up in that 
hell hole, with no communica-
tions with family and friends. 
Their lives and freedom stolen 
from them, and all for what? 

‘This verdict has left me with 
little hope of getting Billy back 
in the next five years and has 
left me completely crushed.’

A Foreign and Common-
wealth Office spokesman 
said: ‘This is a disappointing 
outcome for the men and 
their families. This issue has 
been raised repeatedly at the 
highest levels by the Prime 
Minister, Foreign Secretary 
and UK representatives. 

‘Our staff will continue to 
make regular prison visits to 
the men and support their 
families, who we remain in 
close contact with. 

‘We will carry on working to 
make sure their welfare is pro-
tected while they are in prison. 

‘We cannot interfere with In-
dia’s independent legal system, 
just as other countries cannot 
interfere with ours, but we will 
continue efforts to make sure 
this case is resolved without 
delay.’

FRIENDS of Oban Community 
Playpark are inviting Argyll school 
children to create a Helping Hands 
art installation, to help raise 
£110,00 for an under-fives area at 
the park next to Atlantis Leisure. 

Rockfield Primary School chil-
dren began painting the first of 800 
wooden hands to hang on Oban’s 
esplanade, to wave and welcome 
visitors in time for May’s Voluntary 

Arts Week. Derek Connery, man-
ager of Oban BIDs, which donated 
£250, is pictured with Lindsey 
Elliot, back left, Oban Community 
Playpark, Helen MacKechnie 
Oban Chocolate Company, and 
Ruaridh MacKechnie, 4, Alex 
Elliot, 8, Eila MacKechnie, 7, Edie 
Elliot, 10, Rowan Drummond, 11,  
and Sean Drummond, 9, with their 
individual hand prints.

Argyll Reinforcements

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission 
Plc (SHE Transmission) intends to 
reinforce the existing transmission 
network in Argyll to enable renewable 
energy to connect to the network  
and enhance security of supply. 

We will be holding public exhibitions  

in regards to three projects, two  

of which are new:

–  Inveraray to Crossaig overhead  

line replacement project

–  New substation located near 

Ardbrecknish and new overhead  

line to Dalmally (new)

–  Replacement overhead line between 

Taynuilt and Ardbrecknish (new)

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc

Exhibitions

Location Venue Date Time

Inveraray The George Hotel Tues 8 March 14:00 – 19:30

Dalmally Community Centre Weds 9 March 14:00 – 19:30

Taynuilt Village Hall Thurs 10 March 14:00 – 19:00

Kilchrenan Village Hall Tues 15 March 14:00 – 19:30

Portsonachan Village Hall Weds 16 March 14:00 – 19:30

Skipness Village Hall Thurs 17 March 14:00 – 19:30

Tarbert Village Hall Tues 22 March 14:00 – 19:30

Lochgilphead Argyll Inn Wed 23 March 14:00 – 19:30

For further details about the project please visit our website: www.ssepd.co.uk 

or contact our Community Liaison Manager, Kelly Scott on 0734 202 6270  

or Kelly.Scott2@sse.com.

We will be holding public exhibitions on the following dates where we warmly 

welcome members of the public to find out more and comment on the proposals. 

Taynuilt
Dalmally

Inveraray

132kV

Lochgilphead

Ardrishaig

Tarbert

Crossaig

Isle of Arran

N
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Busy week for 
Lochaber ski slopes
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Rugby

Tight at the top in 
scratch league
Tenpin bowling

Winter league race 
at Glen Loy

Football

Skiing

Boxing

WEST Highland Wheelers were 
out in force on Sunday for their 
winter league race at Glen Loy.

The enduro, modified, event 
was at Erracht on the north side 
of Glen Loy.

Top three ladies were Yuka 
Gallagher, 87 points; Fiona 
Thompson, 72 points; and Gill 
Barnes, 62 points. The top two 
men both finished on 129 points 
with Gary Macdonald taking the 
win over James Shirley due to 
finishing quickest. Liam Hutson 
rounded out the top three on 89 
points.

The children’s race was 
postponed.

FORT William FC played their 
first home game at Claggan Park 
since the end of November on 
Saturday.

However, it may have seemed 
like a case of déjà vu after a 6-1 
thrashing by Keith, the same 
score as the previous Saturday’s 
away match to Formartine.

And Fort’s result in last week’s 
cup game against Forres Me-
chanics was no better, with a final 
score of 5-1.

Fort’s Iain MacLellan scored 
after just 13 minutes, but Keith 
came back with two goals in the 
26th minute.

By half-time the opposition had 
made it 5-1 with their last shot 
just a minute from the full-time 
whistle.

Lochaber’s Conor Taylor breaks from the opposition. f10rugby

LINWOOD was a happy hunting 
ground for Lochaber Phoenix 
Boxing Club last Friday when all 
three boxers competing won after 
dominant performances. 

Like all the Lochaber boxers, 
11-year-old Max Debenovs faced 
an opponent from the host club, 
Linwood. Dylan Morrow was the 
boxer in the opposite corner for 
this contest. 

Debenovs started very brightly 
working behind a busy jab and 
looking to land his backhand. 

Cleverly, he kept Morrow on 
the back foot which stopped the 
Linwood boxer from launching 
any attacks of note.

The second round saw Debeno-
vs step up the pressure and, as he 
threw in combination, Morrow 
found it difficult to keep his 
marauding foe away, resulting 
in the Linwood boxer receiving 
an eight count before the end of 

AFTER week two of the tenpin 
bowling singles leagues at Fort 
William’s Nevis Centre, Pam 
Weller leads the scratch league 
with 37 points.

Followed close behind with 
a three-way tie with Brian 
Johnstone, Darren Duncan and 
Gary Cowan, all on 35 points. 

The handicap league is led 
by Darren Duncan and Brian 
Johnstone, both on 34 points, 
followed by Gary Cowan on 33 
points.

Pam Weller leads the chase for 
the Nevis Radio high pin trophy 
with 962 pins, with Gary Cowan 
in second with 956, and Brian 
Johnstone third with 923 pins.

The top individual scratch 
game this week came from 
Darren Duncan with 183, whilst 
John Weller had 177.

The top three game scratch 
series was by Brian Johnstone 
with 486. Brian also rolled the 
top three game handicap series 
with 615.

FORT William Girls Development Team 
competed at their first tournament in 
Dingwall on Saturday. 

They played excellent football throughout 
the whole tournament. Fort William was 
the furthest travelled of all the teams and 
they had the most teams entered in the 
competition. 

Although the festival was for primary 6 
and 7 girls, Fort had players from primary 
4-7. 

High Life Highland organised the event 
and said it was a fantastic experience for 
the girls and one they enjoyed. 

If any girls are interested in playing 
football they can attend training at Caol 
primary on a Tuesday from 6.30pm-7.30pm 
and can book at Lochaber Leisure Centre.

IT’S BEEN a busy week on the 
slopes of Aonach Mor with the 
weather remaining calm and 
plenty of snow falling. 

Nevis Range was host to two 
successful Scottish Schools 
Snowsports Association (SSSA) 
races, with the finals being held 
this week.

There was plenty going on last 
weekend, including the Nevis 
Rail Jam competition for skiers 
and snowboarders of all ages 
and abilities, a Black Corries 
workshop and Freeride clinic.

An Only Girls Allowed skiing 
workshop was also held.

home game since November

Fort William’s Iain MacLellan 
tackles Keith’s Michael Ralton. 

Photograph: John Paul Peebles, 
Abrightside Photograph

A spokesperson for the club 
said: ‘We started off brilliantly 
and we were excellent in the 
first 25 minutes. In that period, 
we opened the scoring through 
a superb finish from captain for 
the day, Iain MacLellan, who 
scored for the second successive 
Saturday. 

‘We also had another three 
excellent chances to increase our 
lead, two of which produced great 
saves from the visiting keeper.

‘Then it was like somebody 
flicked a switch and it all went 
wrong. We were second to every 
ball, we missed our tackles and 
we lost some poor goals.

‘How do we get over this? 
Simple. We go to current league 
leaders and two-time defending 
champions Brora Rangers on 
Wednesday night and show them 
what we’re capable off.’

Fort were due to play Brora 

Rangers in the Press & Journal 
Highland League at Dudgeon 
Park yesterday (Wednesday).

They are back at home in league 
action on Saturday against Loss-
iemouth, kick-off 3pm.

Meanwhile, Fort William FC 
sportsman’s dinner takes place 
on Saturday April 2 at The Moor-
ings Hotel, Banavie.

The guest speakers are ex-Celt-
ic, Arsenal and Wales star John 
Harston and Willie Henderson, 
who starred for Rangers and 
Scotland.

Tickets are going fast; contact 
Marie on 078030 49571.

‘It was like somebody fl icked a 
switch and it all went wrong’

The Lochaber winners packed a punch against their Linwood opponents. 
Ewan Easson, Max Debenovs and Tyler Whyte.
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All three Phoenix boxers
pack a punch at Linwood

the round. During the last round, 
the Lochaber boxer put an excla-
mation point on his performance 
as he continually pinned Morrow 
to the ropes, throwing combi-
nations constantly to negate his 
razor sharp jab. Fittingly, the 
round ended with Debenovs in 
the ascendancy as Morrow had 
his back stuck to the ropes. 

Debenovs gained a points victo-
ry and should be very proud of his 
performance.

Strong display
Another 11-year-old, Tyler 

Whyte, was also in action and 
he showed why he is starting to 
catch the eye of coaches from 
other clubs as he produced a 
strong display. It ended when his 
opponent, Stuart Fletcher, failed 
to come out for the third round.

The opener was hard fought, 
but Whyte was always in the as-
cendancy by taking the centre of 

the ring and refusing to yield any 
ground to the Linwood youngster. 

Fletcher tried his best to match 
the ferocious pace set by the 
young Highlander but, by the 
middle of the second round, the 
Linwood boxer was beginning to 
flag whilst Whyte seemed, if an-
ything, to be increasing his work 
rate. 

By the end of the round, 
Fletcher’s counters had vastly 
reduced in number and it was un-
derstandable when the Linwood 
boxer never appeared for the last 
round.

Fourteen-year-old Ewan Easson 
underlined why he is becoming a 
fast rising prospect in Scottish 
boxing when he overwhelmed 
Robert McNulty, with the Lin-
wood boxer being withdrawn by 

his corner after the 
opening round. 

Easson utilised good 
head movement and 
used ring intelligence 
to make McNulty move 
in the direction that he 
wanted him to go. The 
exchanges were fiery to 
say the least but Easson 
managed to land the 
last punch in each and 
used his greater variety 
of shots to open up his 
opponent. 

The last 20 seconds of 
the round saw Easson 
pour the punches on 
as McNulty began to 
wilt and, even when 
the Linwood boxer re-
ceived a standing eight 
count, it was only a 
temporary reprieve for 
the Linwood boxer as 
the rampaging Easson 
continued his attacks 
in such a strong fashion 
that his corner decid-
ed that would do their 
boxer for the night.      

Narrow defeat for Lochaber
Lochaber 17
Shetland                  19
Caledonian League - Div 2 North

LOCHABER hosted fellow 
relegation battlers Shetland on 
Saturday. They started strong and 
soon won a penalty in front of the 
posts. The penalty bounced off 
the post with Lochaber regaining 
possession and quickly passed 
the ball out to Conor Taylor to 
score in the corner. 

Lochaber then scored two more 
tries, the first came from a quick 
break which saw Jack Ringland 
managing to get the ball down 
over the line. 

The home team’s third try came 
from a shortened line out which 
saw Taylor crash over for his sec-
ond try of the match, with Rory 
MacKay converting from the side 
line. 

Lochaber seemed to be in con-
trol, up 17-0, then they seemed to 
switch off and Shetland scored 
from a quick tap penalty just 
before the end of the first half. 

After the break it became a 
very scrappy affair, which suited 
the islanders more. Shetland also 
changed their front row, which 

put pressure on the Lochaber 
scrum and saw Shetland become 
more dominant in the scrum. 

The visitors scored two more 
tries in the second half, the last 
one coming four minutes before 
the end of the match. Lochaber 
did have a chance to win the 
game with two minutes left with 
a long penalty, but it went wide of 

the posts. 
Lochaber travel to Ellon this 

weekend where they have to 
come away with some points to 
try get out of the relegation zone 
as they are now sitting bottom of 
the league.

Fort William football girls do well in Dingwall

Right: The girls played well in
their fi rst tournament. 

Girls’ football

Cycling
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 3, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 06.13 2.0 11.51 2.8 19.10 2.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 02.00 2.9 07.32 1.9 14.44 2.9 20.28 1.8
Sat 03.11 3.1 08.53 1.6 15.38 3.1 21.32 1.5
Sun 03.58 3.4 09.57 1.3 16.19 3.4 22.20 1.1
Mon 04.39 3.7 10.46 0.9 16.56 3.7 23.03 0.7
Tues 05.17 4.0 11.29 0.6 17.30 3.9 23.43 0.4
Wed 05.55 4.2 12.10 0.4 18.04 4.0  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
5

3

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light north westerly
 Temperatures 0°C to 5ºC.
Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures -1°C to 5ºC.

Weekend Cloud on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures -1ºC to 5ºC.


