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We want to 
ensure that the 
communities at 
the heart of these 
projects see the 

rewards.
Calum Davidson
director of energy 
and low carbon at HIEAN ARGYLL dance school 

showcased their Scottish danc-
ing talents alongside popular 

Disney characters at a resort 
near Paris recently.

Pupils from the Eilidh Mac-

Innes School of Dance in Oban 
performed at the International 
Festival of Highland Dancing at 

Disneyland Paris.
The girls took centre stage in 

front of  an international audi-

ence of thousands during what 
was described as a ‘once in a 
lifetime’ weekend.

L-R Amy Campbell, Kirsty MacInnes, Karina Black, Bronwen Davies, Katie MacPherson, Jenna MacInnes, Abbie MacKenzie and Eilidh MacInnes join Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse on stage in Paris

Highland dance school in Disneyland

ARGYLL businesses have been 
urged at an Oban conference to 
act now to take advantage of a 
£30billion offshore renewables 
bonanza.

Up to 28,000 jobs could be 
created by developments around 
Scotland’s coastline by 2020, 
with some of the largest schemes 
planned off Argyll’s coastline.

Among them are planned 
developments such as the Argyll 
Array, near Tiree, and the world’s 
largest tidal turbine at Islay. 

While permissions are not 
yet in place for most major 
developments, Calum Davidson, 
director of energy and low 
carbon at Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), has warned 
local businesses they could miss 
out on what could be one of Eu-
rope’s most lucrative industries 
if they don’t think ahead.

Mr Davidson, who gave the 
key-note speech to delegates 
at the EU Offshore Wind and 
Marine seminar, arranged by 
Argyll and Bute Counci, at the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) at Dunstaff-
nage on Friday, said: ‘Without 
collective working between the 
public and private sectors, and 
a proactive supply chain, there’s 
a real danger that the economic 

by – and the projects planned 
for the region’s waters will be 
built and serviced elsewhere in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland.

‘Now is the time for us to 
start planning and ensuring the 
supply chain and infrastructure 
is in place to make the most of 
this exciting phase in Argyll’s 

Act now 
to share 
£30billion
 ‘There’s a real danger economic 
benefits will simply pass Argyll by’

economic and community 
development. 

‘When you see the projects 
planned for Argyll and the west 
coast, you realise just how sig-

energy future, and we want to 
ensure that the communities at 
the heart of these projects see 
the rewards.’

While the east coast may be 

manufacturing and assembly 
of projects such as the Beatrice 
and Moray offshore renewable 
projects, he said there would 

related activity in Argyll.
HIE estimates that there is 

currently £70m of investment in 
ports, harbours and fabrication 
facilities underway or commit-
ted around the Highlands and 
Islands.

Mr Davidson pointed to Wind 
Towers Ltd in Machrihanish, 
Kintyre, as a key investment, 
with a nearly complete exten-
sion enabling the construction of 
larger offshore turbines.

‘This, alongside Argyll and 
Bute Council’s investments in 
upgrades to the road between 
the factory and the harbour at 
Campbeltown, including large-
scale works to provide deeper 
water access and reinforcement 

area will play a prime role in 
Scotland’s offshore wind supply 
chain.’

The event was opened by 
Argyll and Bute Council leader, 
Dick Walsh, and Fergus Ewing 
MSP, minister for energy, enter-
prise and tourism. 

Fergus Ewing MSP, minister for 
energy, enterprise and tourism, 

opened the event 
Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Ballet school loses 
university backing

BIDS meeting today

A83 road closures costing Argyll’s 
transport sector thousands of pounds

Argyll and Isles tourism summit 
told ‘get connected’ to succeed
ARGYLL and the Isles must in-

‘tooth and nail’ to attract more 
tourists.

That was the message from Mike 
Story, vice-chairman of the body 
set up to promote Argyll and the 
Isles as a visitor destination, at the 
region’s second tourism summit at 
Portavadie Marina last Thursday.

The former corporate chief, now 
at the helm of Argyll and the Isles 
Strategic Tourism Partnership 
(AISTP), said improving transport 
and marketing was a must for the 
area.

The summit heard calls from 

to allow visitors to arrive more 
easily.

But public investment in trans-
port had to be matched by better 
marketing from businesses, Mr 
Story said.

He warned time was running 
out to attract large numbers of 
people who would want to get out 
of London during this summer’s 
Olympics.

‘A market only exists for a short 
period of time and if we don’t 
penetrate it we will get nothing out 
of this,’ he said.

‘Businesses should be looking at 

we can put in place to attract the 

market. I don’t see that happening 
at the moment.’

The calls for better air links 
came from Kintyre businessmen 
Brian Keating, and Argyll and 
Bute Provost William Petrie.

Mr Keating, of Southworth 
Development, criticised weekend 
closures and high landing fees.

He claimed control by govern-
ment departments rather than the 
tourism industry was to blame.

Provost Petrie called for more 
helipad facilities to attract the 
super rich.

The summit heard AISTP would 
use new funding to help businesses 
promote themselves better, as well 
as lobbying for better transport, 
signage and visitor information.

REPORT by 
TONY GARNER

BALLET West in Taynuilt is to 
lose its backing from the Univer-
sity of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) following an evaluation.

But the Taynuilt school claims 
it is in advanced negotiations 
with another partner to continue 
its BA classical ballet and dance 
performance and HNC/HND 
professional stage courses.

A spokeswoman for Ballet 
West said its Royal Academy of 
Dance performance course was 
completely unaffected as was 
the outreach programme, the 
Aspiring Professionals and the 
holiday courses at the school.

She added: ‘For the students it 
is business as usual.’

BUSINESSES in Oban have been given 
a second chance to learn more about the 
Business Improvement District Scotland 
(BIDS) scheme being formulated.

The scheme would see all businesses 
within the Oban’s 30mph speed limit 
pay a levy towards a pot of money used 
to make improvements and organise 
events. A concise and detailed presenta-
tion will be shown today (Thursday) in 
the Corran Halls at 6pm.

Steering group chairman Graham Mac-
Queen urged the business community to 
attend the meeting, regardless of opinion 
on the BIDS scheme. He said: ‘BIDS is 
moving along rapidly and generating 
much more support. It is important 
people come along to this meeting, as 
we are in the process of drawing up the 
business plan and we need input from as 
many people as possible.

‘That way, we can ensure the plan 
-

tions of the business community.’

Benderloch road to close overnight
THE MAIN road in Benderloch will be closed for a night to 
allow resurfacing works to take place.

The A828 Oban - Fort William trunk road between the centre 
of the village and Lochnell Primary School will be closed on 
Sunday, March 11 from 7pm until 6am the following morning.

during a 15 minute window starting at 8pm.
Scotland Transerv will also carry out a larger programme of 

works during the day, reducing the road to a single lane from 
Monday to Friday, March 11 to 23.

THE TRUE cost of road closures 
on the A83 was revealed this 
week as Argyll hauliers con-

thousands of pounds.
The hauliers, which transport 

timber and other goods though-
out the UK, say increased fuel 

costs, drivers’ tachograph hours 
and the working time directive, 
mean they are losing up to 
£3,640 a day when the A83 is 
closed.

Figures released by one Lo-

revealed that the company could 

lose £3,640 a day in earnings and 
£18,200 a week when a landslide 
closed the A83.

Speaking on Tuesday, the 
owner of the company, said: 
‘Typically we send our 13 lor-
ries to Cardross twice a day to 
deliver timber. The problem for 
us is that when the Rest is closed 
our lorries have to drive the long 
route which adds two hours to 
their journey. When you take ac-
count of the driver’s hours they 
can only do one journey a day.’

Hauliers are paid on the 
tonnage delivered, therefore 
company’s earnings are imme-
diately halved with the reduction 
in journeys made.

Describing closures on the A83 

as a ‘nightmare’, the haulage 

fuel and time outlay. 
‘It costs an additional £754 in 

fuel per trip for the 13 lorries and 
an additional £260 in wages,’ the 
haulier added.

It also emerged this week that 
bus operator West Coast Motors 
has to deploy an additional driver 
on the Campbeltown to Glasgow 
route to ensure the bus driver 
gets a break and is not driving 
outwith authorised hours.

The bus operator said it in-
curred additional costs for fuel 

service was not further disrupted 
by the closures at the Rest and 
Be Thankful. 

Oban Local Committee
Registered Charity no 108946

FAMILY

DANCE
CEILIDH Friday 16th March 2012 at 7.30pm

Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban
Tickets £8 Concession £5 Family Ticket £20

Tel: 01631 564848 
Tickets from the Oban Music Shop, MacQueen Bros, 

Committee members and available at the door
Visitors Welcome

With Michael Garvin Band, Neil MacKay and Tom Adams 

featuring various other local artistes

Corporate tables available

Win a hotel break for two

Universal Home 
Insulation Scheme

Free loft, cavity and internal solid wall 
insulation and draught proofing to properties 
in selected parts of Dunoon, Helensburgh 
and Oban
If you have already received a letter and you 
haven’t yet taken up the offer then please 
get in touch to receive your free energy 
efficiency measures
You could save money on your energy bills 
and help protect the environment

Hurry! Offer ends soon – Act Now!
Contact us at enquiries@alienergy.org.uk 
or ring 01631 565183 (Mon-Thurs am) or 
0791 937 3097 any time
This scheme is funded by the Scottish 
Government and Scottish and Southern 
Energy and is operated by ALIenergy for 
Argyll and Bute Council. All measures are 
totally free to the householder.

ALIenergy, Lorn House, Albany Street, 

Oban PA34 4AR; 01631 565183; 

enquiries@alienergy.org.uk;  or visit 

www.alienergy.org.uk for more information
A company limited by guarantee and recognised as a Scottish Charity SC032495
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A SERIAL egg thief who 
plundered sea eagle nests on 
Mull more than 10 years ago is 

Matthew Gonshaw will, for 

during the bird mating season, 
between February 1 and August 

Order further stops the 49-

Wildlife Trust properties for 

month maximum imprisonment 
possible under the Wildlife and 

-
ously robbed white tailed sea 
eagle nests in Mull so we’re 
delighted at the news this ASBO 

-

any further repeats and he will 

Gonshaw, of Bow, east 
London, is soon to be released 

for disturbing nests after being 
found in possession of nearly 

in the UK for the person who has 
spent the most time in prison for 

Mull egg thief given ASBO for wildlife crimes

Matthew Gonshaw.

-

-

-

its own responsibility, and not one shared with Argyll and Bute 

Lismore after being trapped 

The seaman, who had been 

joined the injured man’s boat, 
the Felstead

Oban lifeboat lifts 
injured crewman

Kintyre starts 
work on renewable 
energy hub

part of the Kintyre Renewables 

new piles along the length of 
the New Quay on the inner 
harbour side, building a new 

seabed and widening the 
road at the Old Quay head by 

easier to transport wind turbine 

Volunteers get ready for the beach clean at Killiechronan.

already represented the industry 

man to represent South West 
-

-

-

the 2010 Crofting Reform Bill 

his appetite to follow a more 

of the National farmers union 

Board for Argyll and the Islands, 

Mr Neilson told The Oban 

Times -

-

Commission assessor for the last 
four years, as a liaison between 

-

-

of population retention in rural 
-

ing into the top league in terms 

Mr Neilson said it would be his 

Candidate Billy Neilson has been a successful liaison between the 
crofter and the decision makers in the industry.

understands the 

-

They must explain what they 

MP calls for more 
cash for rail 
sleeper service

Valentine’s Day 
prizewinner

The Oban 
Times

the footsteps of his rallying hero - and fellow islander - John 

Chief Superintendent Julian 

what young people want from 

questions and hear ideas 

North police to 
chat on Facebook

Portree pupils 
name new boat

Scorry stood out for us 

submitted the winning entry 
Scorry’s

funding had been released for the 
-

South Uist - the largest wholly 

to regenerate one of the most 

whether they agree with the 

Storas Uibhist chief executive Huw Francis, John Puddephatt of the Co-op Bank and Storas Uibhist chairman Angus MacMillan seal 
the deal.

Uists to share multi-million 

The realisation 

of this project 

will transform 

these islands and 

generate significant 

income for re-

investment over the 

next 20 years .

Chief executive 
Huw Francis.

Brave

tourism organisation around the 

-

Company Europe, Middle East 
Brave

inspiration from the majesty and 

New Scottish Disney film 
set to become major 
tourism marketing tool

Small earthquakes 
hit Rest and Be 
Thankful
in Argyll was hit by two 

They were felt in the hills 

on Sunday morning and 

Alasdair Currie.

The Oban Times

-
ties with a list of these priorities 

plans when the money starts to 

-

South Uist Estate, in the largest 

-

The windfarm go-ahead is by 

-

The Oban 
Times

£1m of grant and loan funding 

-

and turbine bases would be 

that the turbines will be installed 
by August or September this 

the future when Storas Uibhist, 

in their own hands and transform 
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Isle of Jura ferry 
funding confirmed

Man charged with 
heroin possession

More drivers fail 
speed checks
at Kilninver

Colonsay phone fault leaves disabled woman without care alarm

Appin meeting 
hears hope for 
crofting future

THE COMMUNITY Land 
Scotland annual conference will 
be held on the Isle of Mull next 
week.

The event, looking at land 
policy issues and opportunities, 
will take place in Tobermory 
on March 13 and 14. There 
will also be an opportunity for 
delegates to see the work being 
carried out by the North West 
Mull Community Woodland 
Company.

Community land 
conference on Mull

FOUR Oban High School pupils 
swapped the classroom for the 
road in an effort to get more 
children interested in science.

S6 pupils Thomas Dalgaty, 
Angus Sinclair, Roheel Arshad 
and Richard Thomson, who 
are studying sciences at 
advanced higher level, visited 
10 primary schools across Lorn 
to demonstrate experiments 
and answer questions from the 
youngsters.

And their tour, which saw the 
17-year-olds travel around 200 
miles in two days, has received 
rave reviews from head teachers. 

The overall project will go 
towards Thomas’ leadership 
course.

Thomas said: ‘I am glad we 
were well received on the tour 
but we were really surprised at 
how well the children reacted to 
the presentations.

‘We thought we would struggle 
to get the pupils involved but they 
were really keen to volunteer.’

Thomas, who studies physics, 
hand-picked last year’s Dux 
winners, Angus and Thomas, 
to talk about chemistry and 
geography, respectively, and 
Roheel to discuss biology. 

Angus showed how a toy car 
could be fuelled through the 
electrolysis of water;

Roheel demonstrated the 
capabilities of enzymes; 
Thomas showed how a charged 
polythene rod can bend a stream 
of water and Richard discussed 
the effects of climate change and 
the importance of getting more 
people interested in science.

But even the brightest of 
science students can be stumped 
by inquisitive primary pupils. 
Richard explained: ‘One pupil 
asked why scientists didn’t just 
build a wall around the South 

Pole to stop it from melting!’ 
Iain Fulton, head of sciencce at 
Oban High  School, said: ‘I was 
so impressed with them and 
really proud when I saw them at 
one of the roadshows.

‘The most important thing 
they have learnt from this is the 
organisation and  responsibility 
of taking on board something 
quite challenging and doing a 
good job.’

The schools visited were: 

Taynuilt, Dalmally, Kilninver, 
Lochnell, Barcaldine, Ardchattan 
and Strath of Appin.

Science students, from left, Richard Thomson, Roheel Arshad, Thomas Dalgaty and Angus Sinclair toured Lorn’s primary schools with 
their roadshow. 16_t10science01

Young Oban scientists go ‘on the road’

THE FUTURE of Jura’s 
passenger ferry service has 
been secured after Transport 

provide most of the funding for 
the next two years.

Following Argyll and Bute 
Council’s budget announcement 
that it would contribute 20 
per cent towards the ferry’s 
running, the Isle of Jura 
Development Trust received 

Scotland would
supply the other 80 per cent.

Development trust chairman 
John Potts said this included 
money to help the trust with the 
ferry’s management.

The total funding given to run 
the ferry for the next two years 
is £106,192.

A 36-YEAR-OLD man has 
been charged with possession of 
heroin following a police search 
under warrant in Nelson Road, 
Oban.

The search was carried out at 
11.20am last Tuesday.

FURTHER speed checks 
by police in the village of 
Kilninver, south of Oban, have 
resulted in a 71-year-old being 
charged after he was caught 
driving at 53mph in a 30mph 
zone.

The man was stopped and 
charged at 12.50pm last 
Thursday.

Last Wednesday two drivers 
were given speeding tickets 
and another was caught out on 
Thursday. Monitoring Kilninver 
between the hours of noon 
– 1.30pm on Sunday, three 

penalty notices. 

ROCKNESS has scooped the 
‘Best Small Festival’ accolade 
at the NME Awards for the 
second year running.

The win marks the latest 
major scoop the Highland bash, 
which previously won ‘Line Up 
of the Year’ at the prestigious 
UK Festival Awards. Mumford 
and Sons and Biffy Clyro are 

far for the June 8-10 music feast.

Rockness award

AN ELDERLY disabled woman, 
who lives alone and depends on 
her phone line for emergencies, 
was left without a working 
landline for two weeks after a 
series of errors.

Eleanor McNeill, who lives in 
an isolated part of the Machrins, 
Isle of Colonsay, had her phone 

line accidentally cut by roads 
workers, who immediately 

Talk.
The accident, on February 

21, left the 74-year-old without 
phone contact – there is no 
mobile phone signal where she 
lives – and her personal care 

alarm, which operates through 
the phone line, was rendered 
useless. Mrs McNeill, who has 
lived on Colonsay since she 
was 10 years old, can only move 
around using her Zimmer frame, 
after suffering a stroke.

However, her unusual situation 
was not made clear to BT 

engineers. Daughter Rhona 
Robinson said: ‘I phoned Talk 
Talk the day after the phone 
cable was cut. They said they 
had contacted BT Openreach 
and someone would be out by the 
Friday [February 24] but no-one 
came and we were then told it 
would be March before it would 

Seumas was able to check in on 
her every day but if something 
had happened when he wasn’t 
there then no-one would have 
known.’

A spokesman for BT Openreach 
explained Talk Talk had raised 
the fault at ‘standard’ level and 

there were no notes provided to 
explain Mrs McNeill’s situation. 
The fault was only escalated on 
Thursday, March 1 after Alan 
Reid MP intervened. However, 
Monday was still the earliest BT 
could send an engineer to the 
island.

A spokesman for Talk Talk 

said: ‘We are pleased that 
engineers have been able to 
attend to the issue and we are 
sorry for the delay. We are 
committed to providing good 
service and learning from 
incidents like these where we 
could have served the customer 
better.’

EXTRA money for housing 
projects on Islay, Iona and in 
Ardfern has been recommended 
for approval at today’s executive 
meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Councillors on the executive 
will be asked to support the 
recommendation to grant an extra 
£203,532 to the Rural Housing 
Development Fund (RHDF) 
to allow the three projects to 
go ahead: ACHA’s Port Ellen’s 
Leodamus Place development, 
costing £479,865; Fyne Homes’ 
Ardfern development at 
£293,667; and Iona Housing 
Partnership’s project costing 

£180,000. Approval of the bids 
for Ardfern, Iona and Port Ellen 
amounts to £953,532 and would 
deliver 16 new homes for rent 
and one shared equity property.

Islay-based councillor Robin 
Currie, the council’s spokesman 

colleagues would give the extra 
funding the green light and 
described the recommendation 
as ‘very exciting’.

He added: ‘With regards to 
the Port Ellen development in 
particular, I am over the moon at 
the news. 

‘This proves our RHDF 
initiative works.’

Extra funds for Islay housing

CANDIDATES for South West 
Scotland in the forthcoming 
Crofting Commission elections 
made impassioned defences 
of the crofting way of life at a 
hustings meeting in the Creagan 
Inn, Appin, on Monday.

Tiree’s Donnie Campbell, Billy 
Neilson of Taynuilt, Dr Michael 
Foxley from Achaphubuil and 
Coll’s Colin Kennedy were 
quizzed by a strong turnout of 
crofters. Robin Currie, from 
Bruichladdich, Islay, was not 
present.

Asked by a member of the 
audience if crofting was dead, 
all candidates present rejected 
the notion.

Billy Neilson said it gave 
people a home and a start in life 
and Donnie Campbell spoke of 
the importance of maintaining 
traditions and rural population 
through crofting. Dr Michael 
Foxley said that without crofting, 
Scotland’s west coast would not 
have its archetypal landscape 
and that the country got ‘a very 
good deal’ for the small subsidy 
paid out to crofters. 

Colin Kennedy said crofting 
wasn’t dead but was ‘very, very 
sick’, as a result of the failure 
of the now abolished Crofters 
Commission.

Chairman David Colthart 
thanked the staff at the Creagan 
Inn for their hospitality.

RESEARCH scientists will 

at Ardmucknish Bay, near 
Benderloch, to discover how 
Carbon Capture Storage 
(CCS) schemes impact on the 
environment.

This week contractor Allen 
Watson Ltd was due to begin 
drilling the horizontal well and 
is expected to complete the task 

can then start the gas release 
and their extensive monitoring 
programme in the middle of 
May.

Project lead Dr Henrik Stahl 
from the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) said 
between 80-800kilos of carbon 
dioxide would be pumped into 
the sediment bed of the bay 
for each of the experiment’s 30 
days, directly comparable with 
the amount of carbon created 
by 80-800 people exhaling each 
day.

Carbon will be pumped from a 
permanently manned container 
360metres away at Tralee Bay’s 
slipway, and the experiment 
will give scientists a chance to 
test highly sensitive carbon-leak 
detection equipment.

Marine scientists will then 
spend a minimum of 90 days 
observing how quickly the 
environment recovers.

It was anticipated that effects 
would only be seen in a 100m 

would move away - although 
not thought to be permanently 
- immobile species would likely 
be affected by the anticipated 

This, however, would also 
be minimal, with the Ph of the 
water likely to drop from about 
8.1 to 6.5.

Dr Stahl said: ‘So why here? 
First of all, Scotland’s waters are 
most likely to experience CCS 
schemes. 

‘We also have a good baseline 
for the area; we’ve been studying 
the bay for the past 14 years at 
SAMS.

‘We’re not here to advocate 
or oppose CSS. Our role is to 
provide information and help 
governments prepare risk 
minimisation policies.’

CCS could mitigate climate 
change by capturing carbon 
dioxide before it is emitted into 
the atmosphere and storing it in 
sub-seabed reservoirs. 
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On the whole, people tend 
to keep their beds far too 
long. 

Trouble is, ask anyone if 
their bed needs renewing 
and they will probably 
look at you with complete 
incomprehension. People 
tend to take their beds 
for granted and when 
the inevitable happens, 
their backs start to ache, 
they suffer intermittent 
insomnia or feel tired 
all day even after a full 
night’s sleep, they will 
blame almost anything 
other than their bed. 
And it’s their bed that 
is probably the cause of 
their troubles. They will 
declare to the bitter end 
that their bed is blissfully 
comfortable.

The most frequently 
asked question is, ‘how 
long does a bed last?’ Un-
fortunately there is no hard 
and fast answer to this. 
There are so many factors 
involved not least of which 
is, how good a bed it was 
from the start. With beds 
as with everything else in 
life, you only get what you 
pay for. Having said that, 
it depends on the degree of 
wear the bed will get, how 
much you need to pay for 
it. For example, a bed for 
the guest room that will 
only be used occasionally, 

need not be of the same 
quality as the bed you buy 
for yourself when it will be 
used night after night.

Then there is the matter 
of weight. The heavier the 
sleeper, the more support 
should be built in to the 
mattress. However, even 
this can be over-done. 

There was at one time, a 
belief that an ‘orthopae-
dic’ bed was the quality of 
choice. Unfortunately one 
bed manufacturer’s take on 
‘orthopaedic’ frequently 
differs from another. There 

is no set standard other 
than, in the popular mind, it 
should be as hard as possi-
ble which it patently should 
not be. A mattress should be 

The human body is not 
designed in a straight line 
but in a selection of curves 

which must be supported 
in the convex as well as the 
concave.

Mind you, there are some 
aspects of bed construction 
that should apply no 
matter how expensive or 

inexpensive the mattress 
might be. The edges must 
be strong enough not to 
fail after someone has sat 
on that edge on a regular 
basis. Beds of course 
should not be used as an 
alternative chair. The edge 
however, will be sat on as 
the user gets in and out 

of bed and so must take 
that without the springs 
breaking away from their 
moorings or just becoming 

A spring interior mattress 
is a complex construction. 

March is

Bed mONTH
Inside it will have a series of 
springs, the more expensive 
the mattress the more 
springs there will be. In 
a good quality mattress 
those springs will each be 
housed, individually, in its 
own pocket. This gives the 
stability and longevity that’s 
required. On top of the 
springs will be several lay-
ers of padding, stiff fabrics 

interior mattresses have 
to be turned top to bottom 
and under to over, on a 
regular basis in order to 
even the wear and reduce 
the effect of pressure on a 
particular part. It can be a 
heavy job and the bigger the 
mattress, the heavier and 
more unwieldy it is to move 
- always worth considera-
tion if you live alone!

An alternative to the 
spring interior is the rubber 
or foam mattress. These 
mattresses are moulded to 
shape and covered with less 
fabric and padding because 
it isn’t necessary. A good 
quality foam mattress has a 
potentially very long life. It 
should be turned round top 
to bottom from time to time 
but never turned over. Again 
these are very heavy. 

Memory foam is the 
latest innovation. Try it 
in store, it is unbelievably 
comfortable.

Pupils from Dunbeg Pri-
mary School are on their way 

to Ardentinny Outdoor Centre 
after the school received a 

£300 cheque from the Rotary 
Club of Oban. Rotarian Charlie 

Colbery and club president Ken 
Oxland are pictured with head 
teacher, Sine MacVicar and P6 

and P7 pupils.

VITAL funds were raised by the 
Oban Friends of the Anthony 
Nolan Trust recently during 
a coffee morning at Connel 
Village Hall. 

In total, £325 was raised for 

Helping to raise funds at the Connel coffee morning were members of the Oban Friends of the 
Anthony Nolan Trust, Carol Turnbull, Susan MacAskill, Irene Main, Angnes MacArthur and Ian 

Cumming.  15_t09connel02

should take over running the 
Corran Ferry from Highland 

by local representatives.

community councils west of 
the ferry - Ardgour, Morvern, 

Ardnamurchan – met in 

agreed the council should remain 
as operators.

The move comes as the Maid 
of Glencoul, the crossing’s relief 
vessel for the bigger capacity 
MV Corran, nears the end of 
her working life. Buying a 
replacement boat would land 
Highland Council with a seven-

outright.

Group launches 
consultation 

community consultation to 

its current work and to help 
prioritise future activities.

attend community groups or 

questionnaires.
More details at www.lochaber-

environmental-group.org.uk or 
on 01397 700090.

Otter cubs rescued 
from post office 
and restaurant
TWO LOCH Linnhe otter cubs 

after wandering into a post 

counter in Caol, then days 
later ten-week-old female 
Linnhe dropped into the 
Crannog restaurant on Fort 
William seafront. Otters are 
regularly seen around the old 
puffer slipway nearby.

The cubs are now being cared 

unusual for one otter to walk 
into a public place, let alone 

probably come from a water 
course nearby, possibly Loch 
Linnhe. It’s likely that their 
mothers have been killed or 
frightened off and, because 
the cubs’ eyesight is very 
poor at such a young age, they 

again. Both were dehydrated 
and in poor condition when 
they arrived in our care and 
they certainly wouldn’t have 
survived for much longer if they 
hadn’t been rescued.’

the same length of time young 
otters stay with their parents in 
the wild.

has opened a new art studio in 
Caol Youth Centre to give people 
of all ages an opportunity to get 
creative through art.

Primary. The new studio will be 

as well as children. The project 
-

be the artist-in-residence at the 
new community studio. For her 

members of the community to 

something as simple and fun as 
making some kind of ball, be it a 
pompom, felt beads, or made out 
of rubber bands, gives a reason 
for people in the community to 
come together.’

‘This development will build 
upon existing facilities provided 

-
side primary schools, where arts 
education is provided within 
a creative and entrepreneurial 
context.’

Linnhe the otter: walked 
into the Crannog seafood 
restaurant in Fort William.

the national cancer charity, 
Anthony Nolan Trust, which 
works tirelessly to match donors 
to those in need of stem cell 
transplants.  

After the coffee morning, 

Friends of the Anthony Nolan 
Trust told The Oban Times
have done very well. The teas 
and coffees have proved very 
popular.’

Coffee morning boosts trust funds

life-saving messages will be 
distributed throughout Lochaber 
as part of an emergency service 
safety campaign.

Highlands and Islands Fire 

‘Message in a Bottle’ campaign 
sees elderly and vulnerable 
people, and people who live 
alone, given a small plastic bottle 
in which they put medical and 
emergency contact information. 
The bottle is kept in the fridge 
and a sticker is put somewhere 
prominent in the house to alert 
anyone attending the property in 

Rotary secretary Donald Young, Pat McElhinney, Scottish Am-
bulance Service community engagement manager Leah Whyte, 

Highland Council ward manager Dot Ferguson and president 
elect of Rotary Club Lochaber Sheana Fraser. 20_f10bottle01

an emergency where to get the 
information.

donated £270 to the campaign 

region. 

in Lochaber more than three 
years ago.

are really valuable tools for the 
emergency services. This is 
all about protecting vulnerable 
people in our community as 
much as possible.’

Message in a bottle 
could save a life

donation
delights
Dunbeg
school

New art 
studio opens 
in Caol

Council should stay at 
helm of Corran Ferry

snorris@obantimes.co.uk
Ardgour Community Council 

secretary Nigel Colburn told The 
Oban Times
for the community council is the 
age of the other ferry at Corran. 
There is a concern about what 
would happen when the big 
ferry is away for a service and 
the other one breaks down.

‘The Maid of Glencoul is 30 
years old and it does breaks 
down on occasion. They can still 
repair her, but it must be more 

parts.’
The meeting, chaired by local 

councillor Michael Foxley, 
also agreed that as the Corran 

sailings should be extended by 
one hour to 10.30pm.

And discussions on the 
government’s draft ferries 
plan, which is currently out to 
consultation until March 31, 
found unanimous support for 
levels of service on the Kilchoan-
Tobermory, Fishnish-Lochaline 
and Mallaig-Armadale routes to 
be maintained or increased.

Delegates rejected the draft 
plan’s description of the Fishnish 
service as principally for timber 
transport.

Increased numbers of visitors 
and trade vehicles were using the 
ferry, which could prove vital in 
getting goods to Morvern by 
sea in the event of Lochaline 
being cut off by a landslip on the 
single-track road, they noted.

for the Kilchoan crossing, which 
is under threat of being reduced 
to a passenger-only service.

The ferry already carries 5,000 
vehicles and 35,000 passengers 
per year, but it was felt more 
would use it if costs were based 

crossing.
Councillor Foxley said after the 

‘very amicable and consensual’ 

effort for over 20 years by the 
community councils and local 
councillors to put in place the 
current level of ferry services.

‘We all want to see these 
improved not diminished. 
Many tourists travel up the west 

Ardnamurchan and Morvern.’

Delegates reject suggestion CalMac should take over route

 and the Isles tourism’s main 
body will have a ‘war chest’ to promote 
the region after extra funding was 
announced.

and the Isles Tourism Ltd was made at 
the tourism summit in Portavadie last 
week.

The money will be used to market 
the region to a wider audience over the 
next two years.

It was provided by a variety of bodies, 
with the greatest slice of £67,500 

fund.
Other major contributions came from 

Argyll and Bute Council, Highlands 

 fund.

represented match-funding on a 
£127,000 marketing plan submitted by 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism Ltd.

been before.
‘Now we have a ‘war chest’ we can 

go on and carry out the work we have 

The newly formed limited company 
will perform a commercial role under 
the guidance of Argyll and the Isles 

vice chairman told delegates at the 
summit it would be better equipped to 
effect the kind of decisions its members 
wanted, using a one member one vote 
system.

The group’s marketing activity will 
include advertising, development 
of a portal website and organising 
familiarisation trips for industry 

Argyll and the Isles Tourism Ltd 
will also have a stand at this year’s 

The travel trade show will allow the 
group to meet with tour operators from 
all over the world.

Extra marketing cash boost for 
Argyll and the Isles welcomed

-
ence in the industry, was the 
recipient of the Argyll Tourism 
Award at the tourism summit 
held at Portavadie last week.

Presented with the award by his 

Cleaver is the director of coach 

Heritage Ltd.
He was on the board of Argyll 

local enterprise company for six 
years and was vice chairman of 

Ian Cleaver, left, received his 
award from his Grace the 13th 

Duke of Argyll. 21_c10pres1

Argyll, the Isles, Loch Lomond, 
-

ist board.
Mr Cleaver said he was ‘very 

pleased’ to have succeeded 
Provost William Petrie as the 
second winner of the award, but 
had no intention of retiring any 
time soon.

had seen in tourism to Argyll, 

people coming to do self-
catering who want different 

activities like mountain biking, 
bird-watching and even skiing. 
The traditional type of tourism 
where people went for a week 
‘doon the water’ or ‘up to Oban’ 
has disappeared.

‘We’re going through the worst 
recession I can remember but 
what I do is get up earlier and 
work later.

‘You’ve got to concentrate on 
quality and make sure you can 
say ‘we’ve got the best bedrooms 
in the trade’.’

Top tourism award for Highland 

NATIONAL
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Lorn Lines
A STATE-of-the-art van has 
been delivered to ScotRail 
staff at Oban to help keep the 
West Highland Line running 
smoothly.

The customised all-wheel-
drive Ford Transit has been 
kitted out with snow and leaf 
blowers, trailers, large robust 
shovels and de-icing materials.

It also features a mini-
kitchen with hot water supply, 
microwave and sink to sustain 
staff during bad weather and 
during evening jobs.

The van will serve 
unmanned stations including 
Connel Ferry, Taynuilt, Falls 
of Cruachan, Loch Awe, 

Tyndrum Upper, Dalmally and 
others throughout the year.

ScotRail’s Ewan Macdonald 
said: ‘The van will help our 
roving station
maintenance teams resolve 
any access issues at platforms, 
walkways and car parks at 
un-staffed West Highland 
stations. 

‘It forms part of our ongoing 
efforts to be better prepared 
whenever
extreme weather hits the 
region.’

A total of 27 vans are being 
phased in across the country 
to replace

Oban and Lorn Riding for the Disabled Association received 
a £411 cheque from Benderloch Toddler Group. The money 

was raised at a soup lunch in the Victory Hall, Benderloch, on 
Sunday February 19.

A CAPACITY audience at Oban Camera Club enjoyed a 
fascinating insight into the work of a photo journalist, courtesy 
of locally-based Kevin McGlynn. 

Examples of his digital photos covered a wide range from 
major football matches, local events, and celebrities, and his 
informative and, at times, humourous commentary was much 
appreciated by members and guests. 

Alex Clark gave the vote of thanks and the audience responded 
with a hearty round of applause. 

The club meets each Monday night at 7.30pm in the Regent 
Hotel, Oban. New members are always welcome.

NORTH Argyll beekeepers and those wishing to start out as 
apiarists were learning the ropes in Oban last week. 

Thirteen people attended a course presented by Scottish 
Agricultural College apiculture specialist Graeme Sharpe, 
in the hope of creating or improving their own hives.

President of the Scottish Beekeepers Association (SBA) Phil 
McAnespie introduced the course, in Glencruitten Church 
Hall, and stressed the importance of bee survival. 

He said: ‘If we lose our pollinators, of which honeybees are 
a major part, a third of the food that we usually eat just won’t 
be there.’

The part beekeepers play in stopping the decline of 
honeybees was also emphasised by SBA Disease Convener, 
Phil Moss.

He said: ‘People are hearing about bees being endangered 
and want to help. That is great, but it is important they come 
along to a course like this and learn how to do it properly.

‘Some people don’t keep bees properly and the bees end up 
dying out.’

SBA President Phil McAnespie welcomes the group. 8_t10bees01

A NEW forest is being planted 
near Dalmally as part of a plan to 
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
is in the process of planting a 

mix of Scots pine and native 
broadleaved trees in the area 
around the village to form part of 
the Woodland Trust Scotland’s 
Jubilee Woods project.

Deer fencing has been erected 

around the young trees to help 
them establish.

While there has been 237 
deer culled in the 50 hectare 

last year, Forestry Commission 

Scotland say it is not directly 
associated with the planting 
programme. 

Fencing
A spokesperson said: ‘Creating 

a new woodland involves 

managing deer in the vicinity 
and by using deer fencing to 
protect the new planting, we 
are preventing the deer from 
browsing the young trees. 

‘The new woodland will 

increase the habitat mix in 
the area and will link to other 
woodlands, creating habitat 
corridors, and will ultimately 
improve the quality of habitat for 
all wildlife - including deer.’

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee forest to be created at Dalmally

FOUR rare turtles, named after 
even rarer Beatles, have been 
given a new home at Barcaldine’s 
Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary after 
being rescued from freezing 
temperatures.

The four Mississippi map 
turtles - John, Paul, George 
and Ringo - were discovered 
in a bucket at Broxburn as 
temperatures dipped below 
zero.  Luckily, the cold-blooded 
creatures were rescued in the 
nick of time by the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA) and 
taken to its centre in Balerno, 
Edinburgh. 

That good fortune continued as 
Argyll’s sea life centre had only 

last summer launched its new 
freshwater turtle sanctuary, with 
heated tanks for species such as 
the Mississippi map turtles.

The fab-four will spend a few 
days acclimatising in their own 
behind-the-scenes quarantine 
tank before joining the other 
map turtles on display to the 
visiting public.

Manager Craig Connor, said: 
‘One of the reasons we launched 
our turtle sanctuary was because 
of the increasing frequency 
of turtles and terrapins being 
abandoned.  The Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles started the pet 
turtle craze and, unfortunately, 
people buy cute little baby turtles 
from pet shops without realising 

just how big they can grow, or 
how much care they need.’

Along with similar facilities at 
the Birmingham and Weymouth 
Sea Life centres, the Argyll 
sanctuary is linked to an 
international stud book.

‘Data on all the mature breeding 
turtles in our collections is 
registered with the stud book, 
so that exchanges can be made 
from time to time to ensure 
healthy and genetically sound 
off-spring,’ said Craig.

‘Some species are badly 
depleted in the wild, which 
is why it’s important to 
maintain healthy captive stock 
lest reintroductions become 
necessary in the future.’

John, Paul, George and Ringo get used to life in Barcaldine after being re-homed at the Scottish Sea 
Life Sanctuary.

homes at Barcaldine - as Beatles

Town 
centre 
shop plan 
sparks
row
Established charitable 
trust warns it will `walk 
away’ if LORI moves in

ELGOL residents are warning the 
scenic south Skye village risks 
becoming littered with human waste 
this tourist season if public toilets 
are not re-opened.

Highland Council closed the 
conveniences along with dozens 
of others last year as a cost-cutting 
measure.

Efforts to open up the toilets in 
Elgol Community Hall to full public 
use under the Highland Comfort 
Scheme failed because of child 
protection issues.

The local playgroup, nursery and 

a week, meaning public access was 
not permissible. 

Negotiations on the community 
running the toilets themselves 
from April to October only also 
foundered.

Now with Easter only weeks away, 
villagers are concerned the tiny 

environmental problem as tourists 
begin to arrive in numbers.

Elgol man Tony Moore, secretary of 
Strathaird Community Association, 

Race night 
fundraiser
LOCHABER Sports 
Association is holding a race 
night in The Volunteer Arms, 
Fort William, on Saturday 
night.

The event, to raise funds for 
a feasibility study on a possible 
indoor training facility, starts at 
7.30pm. 

All eight races have been 
sponsored by local businesses.

Fort William 
Primary School            
to plant          
jubilee trees 
FORT William Primary School 
has been granted permission to 
plant three trees in Achintore 
Gardens to mark the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.

Lochaber councillors agreed 
the move at their fortnightly 
business meeting.

Cash boost for 
Genesis Trust
TEN YOUNG fundraising 
enthusiasts went out in Fort 
William dressed in pyjamas and 
‘onesies’ to raise money for the 
Genesis Research Trust - and 
made over £500. 

Two of the group, Lauren 
Doherty and Sheree Kennedy, 
will also take part in a charity 
cycle in November.

The trust researches the 
causes and cures for conditions 
that affect the health of women 
and babies.

to Elgol last year, including many 
coach parties. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘We already have people 
defecating at the back of bothies and 
behind the toilets, which are locked.

‘People have been using the back 
buildings and going behind shrubs 
to drop their trousers.

‘We even have people knocking 
on the school door trying to use 
the school toilets, which of course 
they can’t do. Highland Council 
suggested the community hall for 
the Highland Comfort Scheme, but 
it’s not suitable for that.

‘There really needs to be a 
consideration of how things are out 
here on the margins.’

Hermione Lamond, chairperson 
of Elgol village hall committee, 
has written to First Minister Alex 
Salmond asking if he can help.

Ms Lamond also wrote to Charles 
Kennedy, Fergus Ewing, the 
council’s chief executive Alastair 
Dodds and VisitScotland boss 
Malcolm Roughead.

She said: ‘Why oh why has the 
Highland Council shut a vast majority 
of rural toilets in the Highlands? 
Often, there is no alternative but the 
great outdoors. 

‘Not a nice prospect when we 
expect in excess of 30,000 to Elgol 
alone this year.

‘If someone has an answer, or 
the power to persuade Highland 
Council TEC services to rethink 
their decision and re-open these 
wee buildings that provide a huge 
service to the thousands of visitors 
to our remote Highland villages I, 
and many others in Elgol and further 

TEC services convener John 
Laing had good news for the remote 
community on Friday.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I have 
discussed this with our director and 
we have agreed that we will fund 
a contractor through the Highland 
Comfort Scheme to open the 

September. We are not turning our 
backs on the poor people of Elgol. 

ward forum on Monday.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Elgol toilet trouble warning

MALLAIG Primary School 
pupils roll out the red carpet to-
morrow evening for the premiere 

Own Way’.

the English medium P4-7 class 
and Knoydart-based Tiny Spark 
Productions, will be screened in 
the Fishermen’s Mission at 6pm.

The event will be free although 

donations will be collected for 
the Mission. Refreshments will 
be provided. 

Sam Firth of Tiny Spark has 
been advising the children 
throughout the eight-week 
project. She told The Oban 
Times: ‘The children are going 
to dress up in their best and we 

from somewhere to mark the 

occasion. Everyone is welcome. 
The children have worked very 

pleased with the result.’
The footage is themed on the 

history of Mallaig, in particular, 

project was funded with Lottery 
money and from the British Film 
Institute’s First Light Movie 
scheme. 

Gaelic writing 
workshop
ASPIRING and established 
Gaelic writers are invited to a 
programme of presentations, 
discussions and workshops in 
Glasgow.

The seminar, organised by the 
Gaelic Books Council and the 
National Theatre of Scotland, 
will take place in the National 

Anyone interested in attending 
should contact the council.

OBAN Accordion and Fiddle Club’s monthly club night in the 

supported. 
Chairman Michael Garvin welcomed everyone and the 

proceedings began with Michael, playing accordion, and Archie 
Cameron, on drums. Other local players were Craig McFadyen 
on accordion, James MacArthur, melodeon, and David Cameron 
and Kevin McGlynn on drums. 

Michael introduced guest artistes, the Marian Anderson Trio 
with Marian, on accordion, and Max Ketchen on drums, both 
from Falkirk, and Isobel Hodgson, Prestonpans, on keyboard. 

The guest artistes played many sets which were thoroughly 
enjoyed by the audience. 

The chairman thanked both the local and guest artistes for a 
great evening of music.

 The next club night will be on Thursday April 5 when special 
guest artistes will be the Pentland Ceilidh Band.       

The Marian Anderson Trio with  Marian on accordion, Max 
Ketchen on drums and Isobel Hodgson on keyboard. 

Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

Mull wind
turbine proposals 
rejected
PROPOSALS for three wind 
turbines on Mull have been 
rejected by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee.

The application, submitted 
by Robert Dickson, was for 

in height south west of Leob 
Cottage, Pennyghael.

objection received by the 
council and three previous 
applications had been 
withdrawn.

HYDRO electricity in Argyll and Bute has reached 
record levels of output after heavy rain and rapid 
snow melt.

SSE’s power stations, including the scheme in 
Sloy, have reached the highest levels since records 

SSE’s Managing Director for Generation 

Paul Smith said: ‘This all time record for hydro 
electricity production is the result of our continued 
investment in refurbishment of our hydro schemes 
in the North of Scotland coupled with a particularly 
high amount of rainfall and snowmelt in each 
hydro catchment.

‘This investment and weather conditions that 
are ideal for hydro production has ensured the 
continuing success of hydro power as a valued 
source of renewable energy.’

Record hydro electricity production

AN OBAN charity that donates 

has warned it could ‘walk away’ 
if a third sector initiative it says 
mirrors its own operation moves 
into the town.

Graham MacQueen, whose 
MacQueen Brothers Charitable 
Trust operates from the council-
owned white building on the 

after hearing Lorn and Oban 
Reuse Initiative (LORI) hopes 
to receive a grant from Argyll 
and Bute Council to help it rent a 
shop for old furniture sales.

While the current LORI board 
issued a statement saying LORI 
needed the premises to become 
self-sustaining when its current 
Scottish Government funding 
runs out at the end of the current 

said it should not receive a grant 
as it would effectively duplicate 
a service his charitable trust has 

In a further strand to his 
argument Mr MacQueen claims 
LORI’s original application for 
funding in 2008 was made under 
false premises, something LORI 
vehemently denies.

Blatent lie
‘The application said there were 

no other organisations preparing 
and recycling furniture in the 
area, which was a blatant lie,’ 
said Mr MacQueen.

In response, LORI’s board 
said MacQueen Brothers had 
only expanded their operation 
and applied for charitable status 
after funding for LORI had been 
awarded.

‘At the time of the scoping 
study, MacQueen Bros did 
not indicate that they had any 

intention of expanding their 
interests in furniture reuse,’ the 
LORI statement said.

As well as intercepting 
furniture and other goods on 

MacQueen’s Charitable Trust 
- sends a van out to pick up items 
on request.

But the LORI board said the 
two projects were very different. 
LORI’s main aim, it said, had 
always been to create local 
employment opportunities for 
vulnerable members of society, 
including offenders and the 
long-term unemployed.

Staff
The LORI board members, 

themselves unpaid, say they pay 

MacQueen Brothers Charitable 

and only one part time paid 
position.

LORI currently operates by 
agreement with waste contractor 

Moleigh, half a mile outside 
Oban.

One area where both parties 
do agree is on the importance of 
LORI’s search for town centre 
premises. Mr MacQueen said: 
‘If it happened I think we would 
have to walk away from our own 
project.’

LORI’s board said the new 
premises would be crucial for 
them to become a self-sustaining 
operation, independent of future 
funding.

The Oban Times understands 
LORI currently turns over 
approximately £2,000 per 

could double if town centre 
premises could be found.
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• Dog Grooming
• Hand Stripping 
• Clipping
• Nail Trimming 
• Ear Cleaning
• Bathing 
• DIY Dog Wash
• Friendly Professional Service

Tel: 01397 700 100
7 Lochy Crescent, Inverlochy

Fort William, PH33 6NG

Scrub-a-dub Dogs

Your best friend deserves the best!
LUXURY CATTERY

Top of the range chalets
Heated acommodation
Spacious and secure 
runs
Background music
All cats must be up to 
date with vaccinations

KENNELS

Individually heated kennels, each with sleeping area 
and run, fitted with heating and music.
All dogs are exercised twice daily along woodland paths.
We go out of our way to ensure your dog’s stay with 
us is special
Full dog clipping and grooming service. Over 30yrs 
experience

Lochandubh Boarding Kennels and Cattery
Achacha, Barcaldine, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1SF
Tel:  01631 720311

Cuddles are free - and freely dispensed.

Lochandubh
Boarding Kennels and Cattery

The arrival of a 
new pet is always 
an exciting time. 
A puppy or kitten 
will be the focus 
of conversation 
for months if not 
years.
Before rushing 
into a purchase 
though, you 
should make 
yourself aware 
of the needs of 
your new family 
member.
Pets are at least as 
individual as we 
are and each one 
will have different 
requirements. 
An older dog is 
a totally different 
prospect to a 
young kitten. A 
Great Dane will 
cost a lot more 
to feed than a 
Goldfish and a 
Spaniel will need a 

lot more exercise 
than a Tortoise.
You should give 
thought to how 
your pet is to be 
housed and fed. 
For example; 
reptiles have 
very particular 
requirements 
specific to each 
individual species. 
You should check 
what medical care 
is required and 
when. Long haired 
breeds of dog 
and cat will need 
regular grooming.
Fitting the needs 
of an active dog 
into a busy day 
can prove difficult. 
Who’s job will it 
be to walk the dog 
when it’s cold, wet 
and dark? 
What will existing 
pets make of the 
new arrival? A 

hamster is likely to 
take exception to 
a new companion 
whereas a Guinea 
pig will welcome 
one. An old cat 
may take very 
badly to a new 
kitten but an old 
dog may have a 
whole new lease 
of life as he does 
his best to keep up 
with a young pup. 
You should have a 
plan for holidays. 
Will you get a 
passport for your 
pet or will you be 
using a kennel? 
In both cases you 
will need to make 
arrangements  
in good time. 
You may have 
understanding 
neighbours who 
can help out or 
you may want to 
look into pet-sit-

ters.
Thankfully, the 
internet now makes 
it easy to research 
all species and all 
breeds. Speaking 
to other pet owners 
or breeders will 
be helpful, as will 
asking questions at 
your local Vets or 
Petshops.

Choosing a pet 
without thinking 
whether you can 
fulfill all his needs 
will often result in 
a sad mismatch. If 
the needs of the pet 
aren’t met, it will likely 
result in an unhappy 
animal that no longer 
fits into your fam-
ily environment and 

who may ultimately 
need to be rehomed.
Being informed 
and organised, and 
taking the time to 
make considered 
choices, will mean 
that you and your 
new pet will go on 
to enhance each 
other’s lives as you 
would hope.

MOVES to restore Lochaber Highland 
Games to Fort William’s summer 
calendar could be made within weeks, 
The Oban Times has learned.

The showpiece event, which regularly 
drew crowds of more than 3,000, was 

years because its traditional home at An 
Aird was out of commission. Highland 
Council is still repairing the shinty 
pitch, which doubles as the games’ 
arena.   

The ground is expected to be available 

Regeneration 
group meets

THE UPPER Achintore 
Regeneration Group committee 
is meeting in Fort William 
tonight.

Agenda items include Banff 
Crescent amenity area, vacant 

and proposed planter beds.
The meeting in Upper 

Achintore Primary School starts 

Plantation area 
allocated £26,000
THE PLANTATION area of 
Fort William has been allocated 
up to £26,000 from Highland 
Council’s deprived area fund.

To qualify, community 
and voluntary groups submit 
projects designed to regenerate 
the area. Priority is given to 

unemployed people back into 
work. 

Application forms and 
guidance can be obtained from 
www.highland.gov.uk/DAF or 

Michael Foxley                    
decides not to 
stand in May   
council elections 
LOCHABER councillor and 
Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley will not stand 

Councillor Foxley said he 
plans to instead focus on his 
chairmanship of West Highland 
College, helping with efforts 
to build a Gaelic school in Fort 
William and ‘spending more 

with my teenage sons’.
He said: ‘I have been a 

Highland councillor for 26 years 
and have fought seven elections. 
It has not been an easy decision. 
I have loved campaigning for 
the needs and services for west 
Highland communities by 
working with local people and 

During his time as a council
lor, Councillor Foxley helped 
run a successful campaign 
to keep the Belford Hospital 
a rural general hospital and 
oversaw the building of six new 
community schools in West 
Lochaber. 

currently standing for election 
to the Crofting Commission, 
has recently led attempts to 
retain emergency tugboats in 
the Minches and to devolve 
Crown Estate revenues to local 
communities.

A FORT William couple who 
met at a ceilidh in Arisaig 

celebrated 60 years of marriage.
Duncan, 82, and Elsie 

Henderson, 81, married at St 
Columba’s Church in Mallaig 

Duncan, a relative of Provost 
Allan Henderson, worked as 

for 30 years while Elsie ran a 
guesthouse in the village. 

They later moved to Fort 
William to run a bed and 
breakfast.

Anniversary
The couple, who are now both 

retired, have four children, six 

grandchildren, most of whom 
live locally and helped Duncan 
and Elsie mark their landmark 
anniversary.

Elsie told The Oban Times the 
celebrations for the big day were 
kept ‘low key’. 

She said: ‘We went to the 
Moorings Hotel for a Sunday 
lunch and it was very, very nice. 

‘My granddaughter Elizabeth 
and her husband Tim surprised 
us by taking us out for dinner 
at Inverlochy Castle, which was 
lovely.’

Presents
Elsie thanked the two venues 

after being given a silver clock 
and a book as anniversary 
presents.

As for the secret of their long, 
happy marriage, Elsie said: ‘Just 
the old fashioned way I suppose 
– you’ve got your ups and your 
downs. 

‘But from the very beginning 
it was till death do us part.’

Diamond couple: Duncan and Elsie Henderson celebrated their special anniversary with family and 
friends.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

guaranteed completion date the games 
committee could not gamble on it being 
ready in time and must look elsewhere.

setting within a timescale long enough 
to plan the 2012 event properly.

Lochaber Highland Games secretary 
Allan Lindsay told The Oban Times he 
was hopeful the games would still be 
staged – but warned time ‘was running 
out’ to make a decision on a new venue 
for one of Lochaber’s most popular 

summer attractions. He said: ‘We’re 
not getting An Aird, we know that, but 
we need to meet up as a committee and 
discuss what we are going to do. 

‘Hopefully we’ll meet up in the next 

a decision soon.’ Mr Lindsay was not 

willing to discuss alternative venues, 

found. 
‘There’s certainly other venues out 

to happen. I would like the Games to 
go ahead this year, but there are lots of 
issues around moving venue that need 
to be sorted out. 

‘It’s a real shame we’re not getting An 
Aird again.’

held since honorary chieftain Sir Jimmy 

Savile, who attended the event for 
over 30 years, died last October. The 
colourful spectacle has proved a big hit 
in the past with visitors and locals. 

Traditionally beginning with a 
march from Fort William High Street 
to An Aird ground, the games feature 
Highland heavy events, athletics and a 
host of other attractions.

Fort William Shinty Club, which plays 
its home games at An Aird, has agreed 
to relocate to Black Parks in Inverlochy 
until repair works are completed.

Lochaber Highland Games could return

Gaelic school 
could be
built in Caol

Diamond
wedding
couple
celebrate

Lottery grants

BY STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.ukArdgour Road in Caol has 

emerged as a contender for the 
new standalone Gaelic primary 
proposed for Fort William.

Until now, the school had 
seemed certain to be built on 
ground within Miller Develop

and leisure complex on the Blar 
Mhor.

That option remains on the 
table, but Caol has entered the 
frame as the council seeks to 
ensure value for money. 

An appraisal report on both 
sites is going before the educa
tion, culture and sport commit
tee at Inverness today.

Councillors had been expected 
to rule on a preferred location at 
the meeting, but detailed cost
ings are unlikely to be ready. 
Members are being recom
mended to defer any decision 
until the resources committee 
meets on March 21. However, 
it has emerged costs associated 
with developing the Blar site 

LOCAL opinion is strongly behind plans for a 

Adelphi Distillery Ltd wants to build a whisky 
plant and visitor centre at Glen More, between 
Glenborrodale and Kilchoan. The proposals have 
attracted 127 public comments, mostly from holi
day homeowners and visitors to the area. 

After sifting through the comments, The Oban 

Times can reveal only six local people have written 
to the council to object, while 23 locals back the 
scheme. West Ardnamurchan Community Council 
says it would be ‘without doubt the biggest invest
ment in the community in a number of years’. Of 

favour. Highland councillors will decide whether 
to grant planning permission on March 27.

would have to be removed before 
construction could start.

Extra expense could also be 
incurred buying small pockets 
of croft land needed to create 
pedestrian and vehicle access to 
the Camaghael loop road.

The Ardgour Road site’s peat 
was removed for the planned 
Invernevis House care home 
before the project was shelved. 

a potential viable option for the 
Gaelic school ‘within the past 
month’, the appraisal report 
states. Also outlined are ‘a 

ties’ at both locations. They 
include costs at the Blar Mhor, 
including land acquisition, 
creating suitable access, site ex

SEPA requirements in preparing 
the site. Costs of site preparation 

and access at Ardgour Road are 
also highlighted.

An Gearasdan Comunn na 
Parant (Fort William Gaelic 
Parents Group) has expressed its 
preference for the Blar because 
resources and staff could be 
shared with the nearby Lochaber 
High School – but is aware of 

Chairperson Fiona Byrne told 
The Oban Times: ‘If costs spiral 
out of control at the Blar, of 
course we would accept Ardgour 
Road. Our urgent priority is to 
have a standalone Gaelic school 
in Fort William – we are not 

be really proud to have the 
school wherever it is – it would 
be a huge resource for the whole 
community.’  

Education councillor Bren 
Gormley told The Oban Times 
the decision would turn on extra 
costs at the Blar. ‘It’s how much 
more is too much, that’s the 
question taxing members,’ he 
said. 

APPLICANTS from Lochaber 
and Skye have scooped Awards 
for All Scotland Big Lottery 
grants.

Ardvasar Community Hall 

refurbishments, Fort William 

equipment and Lochaber 

Majority local support for Ardnamurchan distillery

NEWSDESK
 01631 568000
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Appin
APPIN SWRI recently held its 
annual quiz night with a good 
crowd attending the event in 
Appin Village Hall.

President Doreen Evans 
welcomed the teams of four, 
who answered 20 rounds of 
questions, ranging from food 
and drink to history.

At half time there was a break 
for tea and a chance to try for a 
win at the tombola stall.

drawn and Linda MacLeod 
thanked all those involved for 
their help, giving a special 
thanks to Doreen and Roger 
Evans for once again compiling 
and hosting the quiz.

The winners were: 1 
Sheila Lawrie, Marian Steeman, 
Richard Bourne and Sandy 
Lawrie; 2 Colleen Brown, Carol 
Church, Marjory Gifford and 
Alan Hill; 3 Morag White, Nola 
Brook, Adrian Fallows and 
Geoff White.

On February 9, 30 SWRI 
members met at the Falls of 
Lora Hotel for dinner and a 
social evening. 

PRESIDENT Doreen Evans 
welcomed members of Appin 
institute to Port Appin Hall for 
the February meeting.

After business was 
completed, it was an evening 
of card making. One group 
concentrated on parchment with 
Alison MacCorquodale, another 
decoupage with Linda Macleod. 
A third group tried quilling with 
Pat Wyeth Webb and the last 
group enjoyed teabag folding 
with Liz Macneill.

The results were excellent 
and everyone was happy taking 
their handiwork home.

Competition, crochet, novelty 
egg cosy: Gold – Brenda Ma-
cLeod; Silver – Doreen Evans.

On Saturday February 18, two 
teams from Appin met up with 
members from other institutes 
in the Argyll Federation at the 
Ruralolympics 2012 held in 
Oban. It was lots of fun and 
much enjoyed by everyone. 

Arisaig
EIGHTEEN members and 
friends enjoyed a lovely lunch at 
Cnoc na Faire on February 16.

The food and service was 
excellent and thanks go to 
Molly and the chefs.

Around the 
Rurals

Former Lochnell Primary School janitor Gilbert Muir and his wife 
visited Lochnell Primary School, Benderloch, and left the school 
with a reminder of his time there. Gilbert worked as a janitor at 
the primary school for 12 years and has been enjoying painting 

as a new hobby. He kindly presented one of his own paintings to 
the school.

BENDERLOCH

Former janitor presents 
school with painting

Pupils at Inverlochy Primary School held a book sale after school 
last week to raise money for new reading material. The Parent 
Council helped run the annual week-long fair, which this year 
coincided with World Book Day.  Head teacher Ainsley Burns 
told The Oban Times: ‘The kids had a themed menu at lunch 

and they’ve all dressed up as their favourite characters. Last 
year we sold about 600 books. It’s a really successful fundraiser.’ 

Pictured enjoying the sale are Cammy Livingston, P1, Corran 
Robert Hook, P2, Kirsty Allot, P1, and Daniel Alston, P1. 20_f10sale01

INVERLOCHY

School book sale success

A PORTREE GP has expressed 
delight that the centenary of a 
groundbreaking report on poor 
health in the Highlands and 
Islands has been recognised in 
the Scottish Parliament.

Dr Steve McCabe, GP in 
Portree Medical Service, said 
the 1912 Dewar Report was ‘the 
blueprint for a state-funded, 
free at the point of access, 
universal health service’.

He said: ‘I think it’s fantastic 
that, a century later, something 
as monumental and profound 
as The Dewar Report is being 
recognised by the Scottish 
Parliament. 

‘The issues that Dewar 

that he recommended are still 
relevant today. 

‘It is very important that we 
recognise his contribution to 
the well-being of the Scottish 
people, both directly to the 
people of the Highlands and 
Islands and indirectly to every 
man, woman and child living in 
Scotland today.’

The Dewar Report, com-
missioned by Sir John Dewar, 
MP for Inverness, laid bare the 
scandalous state of health in the 
Highlands and Islands.

In response, the Highlands 
and Islands Medical Service 

state-funded health service in 
the world.

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson com-
memorated the anniversary in 
a private members’ motion to 
parliament.

health care in the Highlands and 
Islands, such as local GPs, can 
be traced back to the principles 
and methods of Dewar’s health 
service. We can be proud that 
this model was exported to the 
rest of Scotland, the United 
Kingdom and, indeed, the rest 
of the world.’ 

SLEAT

has been placed on the wall at 
the Sleat Community Trading 

Armadale.

in place at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. 
All three have been supplied by 
charity ‘Lucky2Bhere’, run by 
Ross Cowie from Portree.

SLEAT Community Trust has 
employed a new administrator 
and clerical worker. 

Chosen from 15 applicants, 
Sharon Campbell of Camus-
cross took up the post at the 

leaving behind her position at 
Bun Sgoil Shleite.

Ms Campbell will provide a 
reception service and will be 

business as well as helping with 
day-to-day activities.

ISLAY

SOUTH Islay Development 
organisation has begun prepara-
tions for the island’s Festival of 
the Sea 2012, which will be held 
on July 6, 7 and 8 following 

event last year.  
Volunteers, ideas and 

suggestions are welcome, and 
organisers would like to hear 
from anyone who is interested 
in being involved in this year’s 
festival days.

WOODWORKER, author and 
illustrator Justin Ruthven-Tyers 

from the Ashes, at Lagavulin 
Distillery on March 1.  

During the enjoyable evening 
in the Malt Mill, Justin gave 
readings from his book, and he 
and his wife Linda provided 
background to their story. 

Theirs is a riveting tale which 
started dramatically with their 
house burning to the ground 
leaving them with only the 
clothes they stood in. After 
recovering from the shock, they 
used the unexpected op-
portunity for building a sailing 
boat, starting with harvesting 
the trees. 

When the yacht ‘Caol Ila’ was 
completed, the couple took to 
the Celtic seas in her for seven 
years. 

Recorded in the book are 
the trials and tribulations of 
building the beautiful 15-tonne 
classic gaff-rigged yacht. 

The narrative follows the 
couple on their voyage around 
the coasts of Cornwall, France, 
Ireland and Scotland, sailing 
and meeting interesting and 
entertaining characters along 
the way. 

PORTREE

St Bride’s Primary School had a special visit from the Rev Adrian 
Fallows to help them with their class project on Vikings.  Dressed 
as the Viking ‘Thorkin’, Rev Fallows visited the North Ballachulish 

school to show the P1-P3 class his weapons, including an axe, a 
spear, a bow and an arrow and shield.

NORTH BALLACHULISH

Spotlight on Vikings

EARLY Bird tickets for this 
year’s Tiree Music Festival 
have gone on sale – with prices 
frozen for followers of the 
event.

TIREE

MALLAIG Primary School 
pupils roll out the red 
carpet tomorrow evening for 

‘Mallaig in its Own Way’.

the English medium P4-7 class 
and Knoydart-based Tiny Spark 
Productions, will be screened in 
the Fishermen’s Mission at 6pm.

The event will be free 
although donations will be 
collected for the Mission. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

Sam Firth of Tiny Spark has 
been advising the children 
throughout the eight-week 
project. She told The Oban 
Times: ‘The children are going 
to dress up in their best and we 

MALLAIG

A new after-school volleyball club is proving popular with 
primary school pupils in Ballachulish. The youngsters are 

currently learning the ins and outs of the sport and hope to be 
competing with other schools in the near future. The club is 

organised by trained volleyball coach and parent member of the 
school Eco Committee Maria MacDonald. In just its second week, 
the club, which is open to P6s and P7s, attracted nine children for 

its Wednesday session.

BALLACHULISH

Volleyball club a hit

SPEAN Bridge primary was 
one of only four primary 
schools from across the 
Highlands to be invited to 
take part in the recent ‘Rock 
Challenge’ dance event at Eden 
Court Theatre, Inverness.

Youngsters from P5, P6 and 
P7 performed ‘Spider’s Web’, 
a dance with a message of 
teamwork and friendship.

The Spean pupils put on a 
showcase performance and 
afterwards answered questions 
from the audience. 

The annual event is organised 
by Northern Constabulary.

Head teacher Kate 
MacGillivray said the evening 
has been ‘absolutely brilliant’. 

She thanked classroom 
assistant Gail Craig for her 
help, as well as the parents who 
helped out.Spean Bridge Primary School pupils in their Rock Challenge dance costumes. 20_f08spean01

SPEAN BRIDGE

ARMADALE

SLEAT’S reputation as ‘The 
Garden of Skye’ continues to 

their allotments at Armadale 
Community Gardens for the 
coming planting season.

The scheme, now in its second 
year, has around 20 people 
working 10 plots on land near 

Produce this year will 
include soft fruit, potatoes and 
vegetables. Two polytunnels are 
also waiting to be built – if the 
weather dries up.

Co-ordinator Henry Mains 
told The Oban Times: ‘It’s been 
rain, rain, rain since November 
so it’s taking a while to get 
going. We are waiting for dry 
weather to get planting. We are 
doing fencing just now, but it’s a 
quagmire down there.

He added: ‘We would hope 
to sell any surplus at crofters 
markets at the end of the 
season.’

Henry Mains: praying for dry 
weather. 20_f10henry01

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School’s parent council raised 
£187 for school funds with a 
recent quiz night.

Twelve teams took part in the 
quiz. The winning team, which 
included Alasdair and Janet 
MacColl of Portuairk, kindly 
donated their winnings back to 
school funds.

also donated from various 
members of the community, and 
this helped boost funds. The 
children and parents are very 
grateful to all who turned out, 

tickets.

ARDNAMURCHAN

A FUNDRAISNG event to 

in Brae Lochaber is to be held 
in Roy Bridge Village Hall on 
Saturday March 17.

The event will see a 
traditional evening of night of 
soup, stovies, entertainment and 
dancing. Tickets are available 
from Christine MacDonald on 
01809 501383.

ROY BRIDGE

The Ruthven-Tyers currently 
make their home in Islay. 

THE PORT Charlotte Hotel 
and Restaurant, with whisky 
writer and cook Martine Nouet, 
will host a fundraising Whisky 
Dinner and Auction in aid of 
Còisir Ghàidhlig Òg Ìle, Islay’s 

youth Gaelic choir, on Saturday 
March 10 starting at 7.30pm. 

The dinner’s courses will 
all be prepared using Islay 
whiskies, and the treats start 
with Martine’s whisky cocktail, 
progressing through the meal 
to a sumptuous pudding of 
chocolate and walnut pudding 

with crème anglaise - Lagavulin 
Distillers Edition 1994. Tea 
or coffee will be served with 
Bunnahabhain 18-year-old - the 
old version, 40 per cent. 

The evening will conclude 
with an auction conducted 
by Kilchoman Distillery’s 
manager, John MacLellan. 
Some rare and interesting 
whiskies will be up for bidding, 
and even the odd bottle of 
Armagnac from Martine’s 
personal cellar.

from somewhere to mark the 
occasion. Everyone is welcome. 

‘The children have worked 

very pleased with the result.’
The footage is themed on the 

history of Mallaig, in particular, 

project was funded with Lottery 
money and from the British 
Film Institute’s First Light 
Movie scheme. 

Only a small number of tickets 
are available for those signed 
up to the festival’s mailing list. 
Tickets will go on general sale 
in the spring.

Robert Forrest
THE DEATH on February 18 of 
Bowmore resident and Mod gold 
medallist Robert Forrest came as 
a profound shock to this island 
community and greatly saddened 
many far beyond these shores.

Robert was an only child, born 
in 1936 into a musical family in 
Bowmore. In his early days he was 
surrounded by Gaelic music, Scots 
songs and choral arrangements 
and this instilled in him a life-long 
interest in and love of music.

His taste in music covered a wide 
spectrum; he numbered Mozart 
among his favourite composers and 
had a special interest in the tenor 
voices of yesteryear. He himself 

which was enjoyed by many and 
secured for him the gold medal at the 
National Mod in Inverness in 1984.  
This success lead to many further 
solo singing engagements.

His early working life was spent in 
the building trade, the local distillery 
and the lighthouse service and was 
interspaced by National Service 
served in the Scots Guards.

He found his forte in 1971 when he 
joined Glasgow District Council and 
became the welcoming and friendly 
face at the City Chambers reception 
area in George Square. He was 
highly regarded by both councillors 
and staff and guided thousands 
of visitors around the imposing 
Victorian building.   

He was an active chorister 
throughout his life and while in 
Glasgow was a stalwart member of 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir.

Health problems led to his early 
retirement in 1991 and six years 
later he and Belle, his devoted wife 
for more than 20 years, returned to 
Bowmore where Robert delighted in 
being back among his ain folk.

On his return, he joined Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle where he acted as their 
dedicated Gaelic reader and shared 
his language and music skills with 
both junior and senior competitors 
prior to their participation at local 
and national Mods.

A heart attack in 2000 curtailed 
his activities but he remained 
cheerful and retained his interests in 
people, local events and the fortunes 
of Hearts Football Club.

Robert was a true Highland 
gentleman, a real Gael and 
committed Christian and ever 
friendly, thoughtful and kind. He 
was held by everyone in the highest 
regard. This was evidenced when 
close on 300 mourners gathered 
to pay their respects at his funeral 
service conducted by the Rev Dr 
Rob Barlow in the Round Church, 
where Robert regularly worshipped,  
on Wednesday February 29.

He was later interred alongside his 
parents in Bowmore cemetery

Our hearts go out to his wife Belle 
as she comes to terms with the pain 
of loss and separation now and in 
the days that lie ahead.

Robert’s presence and personality 
greatly enhanced this scene of time 
and we were all privileged to have 
journeyed on life’s pathway with 
him. Goodbye, dear and valued 
friend and rest in peace. ‘You have 
run the race and kept the faith. Enter 
now into the joy of your Lord.’

Islay Gathering
I WAS among the 400 plus who 
joined in the celebrations in the 
Mitchell Theatre on Friday marking 
the 150th anniversary of the 
Glasgow Islay Association.

The concert programme, affably 
and informatively chaired by 
Lord Robertson of Port Ellen, an 
honorary patron, appealed to all 

musical tastes and the performers 
were introduced by former 
association presidents.

Singing the Gaelic songs were Mod 
gold medallists Bette Bell, Nina 
MacKellar, Iseabail Mactaggart, 
Dugie Gillespe and Ian A 
Carmichael and the accompaniments 
were provided by Norma 
MacDougall and Neil Gillespie.

Choral input came from Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir and Glasgow 
Islay Junior Gaelic Choir, led by 
conductors Kirsteen Grant and Jane 
MacQueen. Making their gathering 
debut was the Kilchoman Distillery 
sponsored Islay Pipe Band, under the 
direction of Pipe Major Nigel Morris.

Salutations were received from 
leading politicians, civic leaders, 
island landowners and kindred 
associations and the anniversary was 
further marked with the launch of 
a book, penned by former president 
Roy M Cameron, charting the 
association’s history.

Current president Malcolm 
Campbell was in overall charge 
of the proceedings and the vote of 
thanks was attended to with good 
humour by the association’s other 
honorary patron Professor Sir 
William Stewart.

Choristers and pipers brought 
the curtain down with a moving 
interpretation of Islay bard Duncan 
Johnston’s haunting lament ‘Tuireadh 
nan Treun’.

Daffodil tea
THE ROUND Church is holding a 
fundraising daffodil tea in Bowmore 
Buffet Hall on Friday March 16 at 
7pm. 

Sales stalls will feature and young 
performers will entertain. Tickets 
cost £3, children half price; you can 
also pay at the door.

Holy Communion will be 
celebrated next Sunday in the 
Bowmore church during morning 
worship which begins at 10am. 
Everyone welcome.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street,  
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. 
Telephone: 01496 810658.

Robert Forrest.

KILLIN
KILLIN Tiddlers and Toddlers 
Group was delighted with 
the support it received for its 
sponsored walk. 

The day of the walk began 

the hills and, of course, there 
was rain, but mums babies and 
toddlers braved the rain and 
toddled from the church hall to 
the Heritage Centre and back. 
The mums had hot coffee and 
the little ones enjoyed juice.
The great sum of £300 was 
raised.

Unfortunately the Church 
Hall cannot be used nnow 
for meetings and it has 
been decided to move to the 
Community Rooms in the 
church.

The meetings are held every 

month 10am - 12 noon and new 
parents and children are always 
welcome.

The beautiful Taychreggan Hotel is a deeply 
relaxing and secluded four star Scottish 
country house hotel, beautifully situated on 
the shores of Loch Awe, Argyll. Complete 
with cosy rooms and a spacious guest 
lounge, the hotel also boasts an excellent 
standard of cuisine in their restaurant 
that has been awarded two AA Rosettes.  
Non-residents and guests can now treat 
Mum to Sunday lunch at the hotel too.  
Visit www.taychregganhotel.co.uk. 

To celebrate Mother’s Day, Wyvex 
Media has teamed up with Taychreggan 
Hotel to offer one lucky reader the 
chance to win an overnight stay for 
two, dinner, bed and breakfast. 
Whether you are a busy Mum needing a 
break or would like to treat Mum to a night 
away, then enter today! Simply answer 
this easy question, complete the coupon 
and post it to Wyvex Media, Taychreggan 
Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB.  Entries must be submitted by 
Monday, March 19, 2012. 

Terms and conditions: The prize package is as stated. Subject to availability. Entrants must be 18 years or over. Prize must be taken by 31st December 2012. 

and their families.  This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.

Win
a hotel 
break
for two

Answer ........................................................................
Name...........................................................................
Address .......................................................................
.....................................................................................
.....................................................................................
Telephone....................................................................
Email ...........................................................................
    Tick here to recieve more information from Taychreggan Hotel
    Tick here to recieve information from Wyvex Media
  
   



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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Times Diary

Share your humourous gems, 
comments on life or amusing tales 

with the Diary.  
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 

to Diary, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

This week flashback photograph was submitted by Andrew McKenzie of Thurso and features the Kinlochleven youth shinty team 
of 1947. Left to right, back row: G Rankin; I McTaggart; D Anderson; A McKenzie; I McDonald; B Robertson; G Jack; H McGillavry and I 
McDonald. Front: D Anderson; J Clark; B Colville; R Nicol and R Wilson. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 
number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Kinlochleven youth shinty team - 1947

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

THA DÀ bhliadhna dheug thar fhichead bho thòisich mi ann 
an saoghal craolaidh rèidio cuide ris a’ BhBC agus ’s ann goirid 
an dèidh sin a thòisich prògram leth-uair fon ainm Fàire a’ dol 
a-mach gach latha seachdaineach aig meadhan latha. 

Prògram inntinneach air a dheasachadh agus air a lìbhrigeadh 
eadar luchd-obrach Inbhir Nis agus Steòrnabhaigh agus mòran 
de na h-agallamhan gan dèanamh beò. Ach bha cuideachd 
feum ann cuspairean a lorg agus an rannsachadh gus aithrisean 
a dheasachadh dha luchd-èisteachd. Tha cuimhne glè mhath 
agam gur e fear de na cuspairean air an robh sinn ag obair, 
agus chun an robhas a’ tilleadh uair is uair, cosgais ola anns na 
h-Eileanan an Iar. Theagamh gum faodaiste a ràdh nach d’ rinn 
sinn cus feum le rannsachadh agus foillseachadh na sgeulachd 
aig an àm, leis gum bheil an aon chuspair fhathast aig bàrr 
naidheachdan na Gàidhealtachd. Tha mi a’ tilleadh an seo gu 
cuspair air an tug mi tarraing bho chionn dìreach trì mìosan! 

’S e sgainneal agus maslachadh a th’ann gum bheil eileanaich 
air a bhith a’ giùlan nan cosgaisean àrda seo gun lasachadh fad 
nam bliadhnaichean sin ach saoilidh mi gum bheil deàlradh 
beag  dòchais air nochdadh mu dheireadh thall. Ged a tha an 
lughdachadh de chòig sgillinn gach liotair na chuideachadh, ’s e 
an ìre ‘s gum bheil an cuspair seo air fàs na cheist phoilitigeach 
as cudromaiche agus na mo shealladh fhìn, as motha tha toirt 
dòchas air leasachadh fad-ùine. A dh’aindeoin gach sgrùdadh a 
rinneadh,  tha e air fairtleachadh air a h-uile fear aca dearbhadh 
carson a tha prìsean connaidh as na h-Eileanan cho àrd 
seach air tìr-mòr agus dè an ìre aig am bheil na cosgaisean a 
bharrachd sin gan cur an sàs. Cha mhòr nach saoileadh tu gur 
ann ag aisling a bha thu leis cho neoichiontach ’s a tha a h-uile 
duine a rèir coltais, ach chan e bruadar a tha sna cosgaisean!  

Tha iad a-nise a’ gearan aig deas, ged a tha iad a’ pàigheadh 
mòran nas lugha! Le aithne gur iad a’ mhòr-shluagh a 
gheibh am barrachd èisteachd agus le còrr math is leth 
cosgais ola a’ tighinn à cìsean an Riaghaltais, tha cothrom 
aig an t-Seansailear prìsean ìsleachadh feadh na dùthcha. 
Dh’fhaodadh sin brosnachadh mòr a thoirt air gnìomhachas 
as an fharsaingeachd cho math ri faothachadh a thoirt dha 
coimhearsnachdan air an iomall. Tha dòchas an sin, ach leis an 
sporan poblach cho gann,  faodaidh e bhith nach gèill Osborne!

IT IS a scandal that island communities continue to be 
burdened by such high fuel costs, and it is impossible to 
understand why it has so far been impossible to determine 
where the extra charges are applied. 

While a new discount scheme is welcome and should be 

as easing the plight of peripheral communities. But will the 
Chancellor be so bold? 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

FOOTBALL banter, light-hearted jibes and whole-hearted 
abuse are ‘enjoyed’ throughout Scottish football, however, 
football fans in the central African state of Congo have taken 
it to a new level after hurling accusations of witchcraft at each 
other.

The turmoil arose after a freak strike of lightning struck dead 

left completely unscathed.
The bizarre incident was reported in the daily newspaper 

L’Avenir in Kinshasa, the capital of Congo.

Dismay as Tesco                
ditches Oban    
path plan
Sir,
At our meeting last Monday, 
Oban Community Council 
was dismayed to learn Tesco 
has withdrawn its plans to 
build proper access from High 
Street, to replace the well-used 
but dangerous path which has 
existed since the store was built 
- and probably before. 

At a time when supermarkets 
are vying in their advertising 
to convince us they are on our 
side, they wish to provide us 
with healthy food and that they 
are minimising their carbon 
footprint, it is unbelievable they 
are unwilling to spend what 
must be an hour or so’s revenue 
from their Oban store to provide 
us with an access worthy of our 
town and an encouragement to 
people to walk to their store.

did not provide such an access 
at the time the store was built or 
that Argyll and Bute Council did 
not insist on it. 

It would seem that ‘Every Little 

the board’s bonuses, not to the 
citizens of Oban who provide 
them with so much trade.
Duncan Martin, on behalf of 
Oban Community Council.

Keep town’s 
architectural 
heritage
Sir,
In response to my letter of 
February 23 about preserving 
architectural heritage in Oban, 
Owen Hoey counters, Letters, 

needs to be replaced with a 
modern building. 

This dismisses or ignores my 
point: that Oban is attractive 
to both tourists and those who 
choose to come and live in the 
town in large part because of its 
heritage. 

Ask why the harbour area of 
Tobermory features constantly 
in tourist brochures and then 
ask why Mallaig or Fort William 
never feature. 

Oban has lost the Argyll Hotel, 
but this was built disastrously of 
so-called Drimvargie Stone. 

In this case, its almost inevitable 
demise allows us to look forward 
to its replacement with iconic 
modern architecture. 

But let the granodiorite 

part of a clever and appealing 
redevelopment that could include 
elements of the old as well as the 
modern. 

Let us not reduce Oban’s appeal 
by demolishing its architectural 
heritage piece by piece.
Professor Ian Reid, Oban. 

Sensible planners?
Sir,
Owen Hoey rather defeats 

sentence of his letter last week. 

school should be demolished 

the town ‘with the co-operation 
of sensible planners, creative 
architects and a good developer’ 
In Oban? Can he give us any 
examples?
Iain Moody, Dunbeg. 

Glenbeg distillery 
support
Sir,
I write in regard to the potential 
distillery development at 
Glenbeg, Ardnamurchan.

As a young person who has 
grown up in the highlands and 
wishes to live and work in the 
highlands in the future, this 
application excites me. 

Communities need people of 
all ages to be strong and nothing 
will keep people in an area like 
employment. 

There is no reason why industry 
and scenic beauty cannot work 
side-by-side.

It will not be polluting. The 
whisky industry is strictly 
controlled in terms of waste. 

It saddens me that people are so 
opposed to any form of industry 
being built in scenic areas. It is 
incredible to think the highlands 
used to be a busy place and 
that depopulation continues as 
a result of lack of opportunity. 
This is a very worrying trend.

As someone who is studying 
for an MSc in Brewing and 
Distilling and has worked in 
distilleries, I know that Scottish 
whisky is an industry which 
we can all be proud of, and it 
continues to go from strength to 
strength. 

It brings people from all over 
the world to Scotland, especially 
the highlands, so why can’t the 
distillery be another place to 
visit when people go to see the 
beauty of Ardnamurchan. This 
should be a thing to celebrate for 
the Ardnamurchan region and I 
know it has local support.

Look at what Talisker on Skye 
brings to the area. The distillery 
is down a single track road in the 
most scenic area of Skye and it 
is cherished. The distillery at 
Glenbeg can be another gem on 
the whisky trail.
Colin Gordon, Dunkeld. 

Budget response
Sir,
In his letter to The Oban Times,
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
criticises me for not supporting 
his administration’s budget but 
fails to respond to the points I 
made about the disastrous state 
of our roads.

No doubt some readers will be 
aware of the infamous CHORD 

Heard from a passer-by as the Screen Machine mobile cinema 
pulled into Tobermory: ‘I hear they don’t show horror films in 
case people start calling it the ‘scream machine’.’ 16_t10scream01

project. Given that CHORD 
is costing £50 million across 
Argyll and Bute at a time when 
our roads are crying out for 
funding, I would have thought 
Councillor MacIntyre would 
have kept quiet about CHORD.

Councillor MacIntyre stated 
I rejected a range of proposals 

constituents. This is not the 
case. As the minutes of the 

welcomed many of the proposals 
contained within the budget but, 
as the budget did not have to be 
agreed for another four weeks, I 
asked that the council continue 
consideration ‘to try and allow 
a budget to be brought forward 
that all members could support’.

Councillor MacIntyre has the 
nerve to state I voted against 
funding for our schools, including 
investment in Rosneath and Luss 
primary schools within my own 
ward.  I will accept no criticism 
from Councillor MacIntyre 
or any of his administration 
colleagues who, just over a year 
ago, tried to close 26 schools 
across Argyll and Bute. It was 

put up by myself and other 
opposition councillors, along 
with parents and communities, 
that Councillor MacIntyre and 
his colleagues were forced to 

closure proposals.

that the administration decided 
to rob the schools and waste 
management funds of £14.5 
million. This will mean the 
Council Tax payer will now have 
to fund large annual payments of 
£1.6 million on average for years 
to come.  It was for these reasons 
I asked the council to consider 
continuing the budget.
Councillor George S Freeman, 
Leader, The Argyll and Bute 
Independent Councillors 
Group.

Wonderful 
entertainment
Sir, 
I am writing to express my thanks 
and appreciation for a wonderful
night’s entertainment provided 
by Oban High School Pipe Band, 
dancers, musicians and singers 
during their recent performance 
in the Corran Halls. 

The hard work and hours 
of practice that the staff,
students, committee and all others 
involved put into the whole event
must have been enormous in order 
to put on such a brilliant display of
talent. Well done to you all, you 
are a credit to the town.
M Scott, Oban. 

Power not      
profits
Sir,
I was quoted in your March 1 
front page article on the meeting 
at Kilmelford Hall on February 
28, which your reporter 
attended, regarding the proposal 
for Clachan Windfarm.

Mr Young said his application 
for Clachan Windfarm was 
not like Raera and that he only 
wanted to make his farm more 
viable.

The distance between Raera’s 
proposed most westerly turbine 
to Clachan’s most easterly one 
is only 3.5 kilometres. You 
could approximate Clachan’s 
more westerly turbines at half-a-
kilometre from the coast, while 
Raera’s nearest to the sea was 
about one-and-a-half kilometres. 

Glasgow Islay 
celebrations
WITH many dressed up 
for the occasion, the 150th
celebrations of the Glasgow 
Islay Association were 
described by members of 
the packed Mitchell Theatre 
audience as ‘just like 
gatherings in the old days’.

The committee had 
organised an evening of 
entertainment worthy of such 
a landmark in their history. 

President Malcolm Campbell 
welcomed the audience and 
concert chairman, Lord 
Robertson of Port Ellen. Lord 
Robertson spoke of conditions 
in the city back in 1862, the 
necessity of forming local 
associations and the impact 
of Ileachs on an interntional 
scale.  

From then on the format of 
the concert differed from the 
usual in that each of the artists 
taking part in the programme 
was introduced by an 
association past president.  

The programme was varied 
with soloists Bette Belle, 
Iseabail Mactaggart, Nina 
MacKellar, Ian Carmichael 
and Dougald Gillespie all 
being past winners of the 
Gold Medal at the National 
Mod.  Also taking part was 
Islay Pipe Band and both the 
senior and junior Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choirs with the 
ladies of the senior choir and 
the youngsters resplendent in 
their new skirts in the tartan 
especially designed for the 
association’s birthday.  

Both the band and the choirs 
had their own spots on the 
programme and for the closing 
item they, and all of the 
soloists, performed a moving 

This concert certainly 
showed there is still vibrancy 
within the Gaelic community.  

Further birthday celebrations 
will take place in Islay on 
July 28 and in the autumn 
there will be a civic reception 
hosted by Glasgow City 
Council.  

A book recording the 
association’s history and 
a recipe book have been 
produced to mark the birthday 
and these are available from 
committee members. There 
will also be a competition to 
compose a 6/8 March pipe 
tune.  

Choirs in Paisley
NORMALLY when Gaelic 
choirs get together it is for 
competitive reasons and 
although there was a trophy 
to be won last weekend in 
Paisley it was much more of a 
fun and relaxed evening.  

immediate Glasgow area took 
part with each performing 
two choral pieces with an 
additional small group or solo 
item. 

Sole adjudicator for the event 
was Provost Celia Lawson 
and she awarded the trophy to 
Largs Gaelic Choir, a popular 
decision.  

Paisley will host the Royal 
National Mod in 2013 and the 
organisers will be hoping the 

the Wynd Centre was for this 
choir concert which was ably 
compered by Sean Batty, the 
STV weatherman.  

The National Mod played 
a part in the choir concert as 

choice of deciding which 
of two newly composed 
tunes, from an entry of 
around 40, would be named 
‘Paisley welcomes the Royal 
National Mod in 2013’ - the 
signature tune for the Mod. 
Entries came from all over 
the world and were assessed 
by the judges, who had no 
knowledge of the individual 
composers, and once the votes 

had been counted the Provost 
announced the winning tune 
had been composed by Grant 
MacFarlane from Paisley. 

Gaels le Cheile
THE NOW well-established 
Gaels le Cheile programme, 
which brings together Scottish 
and Irish Gaelic culture 
through music, language 
and dance, takes place this 
Saturday at the Glasgow 

Street, Partick. 
Language classes will take 

place from 10am to 1pm and 
then from 2pm to 4pm with 
the singing workshop, with 
Linda MacLeod, from 2pm to 
5pm. The following evening, 
Sunday March 11, there will 
be an evening of song, music, 
story and dance in Teach 
Padraig, Merchant Square, at 
7.30pm. For further details 
contact 0141 342 4119 or email 
Duncan@anlochran.com. 

This Gaels le Cheile event 
is part of St Patrick’s Day 
celebrations throughout the 
week and further details of 
the complete programme 
are available on www.
glasgowstpatricksfestival.
co.uk

Buntata’s Sgadan
IS IT a sign of the times or 
the fact that quotas are in 
place but the recent function 
organised by the Glasgow 
Skye Association could 
perhaps have included ‘mince’ 
in the title.  

That said, all those in 
the sizeable attendance 
thoroughly enjoyed the fare 
and the post meal ceilidh 
which was sustained by 
accordionist Jonathan 
Campbell and singers 
Margaret MacLeod and Kenna 
and Seumas Campbell. 

Diary dates 
Thursday March 8: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Eilidh Grant 
Band.
Friday March 9: Glasgow 
Gaelic Musical Association 
Annual Concert, Partick 
Burgh Halls, 7.45pm.  
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm
Saturday March 10: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Annual Piping Competition, 
College of Piping, 9am-6pm.  
Oban High School Former 
Pupils Annual Dinner 
Dance, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
7.30pm. Paisley Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Elderslie Village Hall, 7.30pm, 
Archie Duncan’s Band/Iain 
MacLean. Gaels le Cheile 
- see above.
Sunday March 11: Gaels le 
Cheile - see above.
Thursday March 15: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Friel Sisters. Mr 
McFall’s Chamber, Brunton 
Theatre, Musselburgh, 
7.30pm.
Saturday March 17:  
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm, 
Susan McFadyen’s Band. 
Stirling Branch of An 
Comunn Ceilidh, Lesser 
Albert Hall, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
HAVING played to a sell-out 
audience a few weeks ago 
in the Strathclyde Suite, 
Skipinnish will be back in 
Glasgow playing in the Park 
Bar this coming Saturday. 

Micky McMichan will play 
there on Friday with Willie 
Cameron/Martin Pottinger on 
Sunday. In the Islay Inn it will 
be Penny Dogs on Friday and 
Parting Glass on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

IT SEEMS a B&B in Oban is of the haunted variety. Lagganbeg 
Guesthouse in Dunollie Road tweeted: ‘Think we have a 
Jeremy Kyle loving ghost. Every morning at 3am a TV goes on 
in the dining room and it’s always his show!’

EVEN in 1887 The Oban Times was at the forefront of cultural 
commentary! 

This programme, from the Royal Lyceum Theatre, proudly 
advertises Macniven & Cameron’s Pens as ‘among the best 
products of British industry’.

Seen at the bottom is a testimony from The Oban Times that 
the pens ‘create both wonder and delight’. 

Raera’s maximum capacity 
would have been 45 megawatts, 
while Clachan’s is a tiny 8.1 
megawatts.

It is power the country needs, 

the development.
Clachan is immediately 

over one of the best and most 
scenic tourist yacht anchorages, 
Pulladobhrain, on the west 
coast. It is approximately one 
kilometre from the historically 
listed Clachan Bridge, which is 
a big tourist attraction and to get 
there on the B844 visitors, and 
locals, would have to pass nine 
turbines only approximately 
half-a-kilometre from the road.

The minimum number of 
tourists this year could easily be 
50,000, heading for ‘The Bridge 
over the Atlantic’ and the Isle of 
Seil. The proposed turbines could 
easily be seen from many parts 
of Seil. It is even understood that 
lights have been requested for 
the top of the turbines for night 

refusal of Raera in December 
2010 was based on being the 
wrong project for the area and to 

such developments in Argyll’s 
prime coastal landscape, among 
many other factors with regard 
to planning applications.
George Stewart, Clachan Seil. 

Chance to promote 
tourism
Sir,
Scotland’s most important 
industry, tourism, is in the 
spotlight this week. 

Running until Tuesday March 
13, Scottish Tourism Week puts 
the industry at the top of the 
agenda for politicians and stake-
holders throughout the country. 

Businesses will be hearing 
about the ‘Winning Years’ from 
VisitScotland’s chairman Mike 
Cantlay. We have unrivalled 
opportunities to promote Argyll 
and the Isles over the next three 
years, 2012 - 2014. 

The Year of Creative Scotland, 
2012, presents three fantastic 
events: the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, the London Olympics, 
and the release of Disney Pixar’s 
‘Brave’. VisitScotland has just 
announced a unique marketing 
partnership with Disney and I 
encourage local businesses to 
be proactive in thinking about 
how to make the most of these 
opportunities. 

The Year of Natural Scotland 
will be introduced in 2013 - a 

Isles which has so much to of-
fer our visitors. And 2014 sees 
the next year of Homecoming 
Scotland, where we will be 
welcoming visitors to Glasgow’s 
Commonwealth Games and the 
Ryder Cup in Gleneagles. 

Tourism businesses in Argyll 
and the Isles should work closely 
with each other, capitalise on 
funding available through these 
themed years and develop their 
product for joint marketing 
initiatives to help pull oppor-
tunities from these incredible 
international platforms into the 
area. Using the world stage of-
fered to us, let’s shout loud and 
clear that we want people here 
and we’re working together to 
develop our product accordingly. 
At VisitScotland we’ll continue 
to offer local businesses great 
opportunities to market them-
selves locally, nationally and 
internationally. 
David Adams-McGilp, Re-
gional Director, VisitScotland.

THE cost to local communities affected by diversionary road 
routes as a result of landslides over recent months will probably 
never be known.

What is known is that these long suffering communities are 
sick to the back teeth of delay, debate, contemplation and consul-
tation over numerous years when what is required is demolition 
followed by reconstruction. 

Would any area in the Central Belt have to tolerate key road 
network closures for months on end - or accept a 140-mile diver-
sion - greater than travelling from Glasgow to Edinburgh via 
Perth and Dundee - the simple answer is no.

Both the A890 road at Stromeferry, closed since December 22 
last year, and the A83 at Rest and be Thankful, which has opened 
and closed like a door in the wind, have been problematic for 
generations, yet, for years and years every government in power 
has side-stepped the opportunity for lasting improvements to the 
infrastructure as the costs were viewed as prohibitive.

Their inaction and lack of foresight has resulted in the exacer-

The more delay - the more we pay
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NO COMPENSATION will be 
paid to businesses affected by 
a possible 14-week closure of 
the A82 during work to upgrade 
Pulpit Rock.

While Transport Scotland 
says any closures as part of 
the £11million programme to 
upgrade the A82 and remove 
the Pulpit Road bottleneck 

will be kept to a minimum, 
legislation in effect prevents 
payment of compensation purely 
on the basis of loss of business, 
inconvenience or additional 
motoring costs.

The news will come as a huge 
blow to the businesses lining 
the route,  with some already 
warning they will have to 

drastically reduce their opening 

levels to get them through what 

period. 
The revelation comes one week 

after Brian Squires, owner of the 
Ardlui Hotel since 1959, told 
The Oban Times the possibility 
of a 14-week closure was ‘the 

biggest problem the business has 
faced’.

A spokesperson for Transport 
Scotland said: ‘We fully recognise 
the importance of the A82 as an 
economic and social lifeline for 
communities and businesses 
along its length, which is why 
we are taking forward the much 
needed improvements at Pulpit 

Rock. The extreme constraints 
at this point on the road along 
with the need to balance any 
improvement with the impact 
on the environment, means it 
is not possible to construct 
an improvement safely and 

full road closure. 
‘We have consulted 

in detail with stakeholders to 
ensure overall disruption 
to road users when the A82 
is closed is minimised. We 
have a duty to maintain and 
improve the trunk road network 
across the country and the code 
governing compensation does 
not permit compensation purely 
for loss of business caused 

by the temporary closure of 
the road.  We have carried 
out extensive planning and 
investigations work to reduce 
the risk of unforeseen physical 
conditions being encountered 
during construction, and would 
always ensure that the impact on 
the scheme delivery is reduced as 
far as is reasonably practicable.’

No compensation as Pulpit Rock work closes A82 for 14 weeks

A MOTORIST who overtook 
at a notorious blind bend on an 
Argyll road causing a fatal crash 
claimed he was distracted by a 
bird.

Clifford Dickson from 
Whitehouse, near Tarbert, was 
convicted of causing the death of 
55-year-old Christine Beard by 
dangerous driving at Glasgow 
High Court last Friday.

The collision took place on 
the A816 Lochgilphead to Oban 
road, near Kilninver, on August 
12, 2010.

Dickson, aged 68, admitted 
he was on the wrong side of the 
road as he approached the blind 
crest in his Kia Sportrak 4x4, but 
denied he had been overtaking.

The court heard that seconds 
after Dickson pulled out he hit a 
red Subaru, in which Mrs Beard 
was a back seat passenger.

Beverley White, who was 
driving the car in front of 
Dickson said she believed he 
was trying to overtake her.

Asked by the prosecution if she 
had seen any animals or birds at 
the side of the road, she replied: 
‘No.’

The court heard that her 
husband Bryan, who was a keen 
bird-watcher and had a pair of 
binoculars in the front passenger 
footwell, had seen no birds.

Dickson, a retired stonemason, 
told the court: ‘There is a blind 
crest with double white lines. 
You would need to be stupid to 
overtake in a place like that.’

He said he saw something at the 
side of the road rise up towards 
his windscreen and added: ‘I 
wasn’t sure if it was a deer or a 
bit of sackcloth.

Christine Beard died a few weeks after the August 2010 crash on the A816 Lochgilphead to Oban road. 

the windscreen. I have had a 
branch through my windscreen 
in the past. I thought this thing 
was going to crash into my 
windscreen. I put my hand up 
to try and prevent the glass 
showering me.’

He explained to the court he had 
taken his foot off the accelerator 
but had then re-applied his foot 
to the accelerator, instead of the 
brake.

Dickson then tried to get back 

onto the correct side of the road, 
but there was no room. 

He told the court that he was 
haunted by the crash and that 
in the immediate aftermath he 
apologised to the occupants of 
the Subaru.

Mistake
‘I can’t sleep at night for 

thinking about it. I made such a 
terrible mistake,’ he said.

The court heard that Mrs 
Beard, who was airlifted to the 

Southern General Hospital in 
Glasgow, had to undergo surgery 
to her abdomen and bowel but 
died on September 2 2010 from 
a massive pulmonary embolism 
caused by injuries suffered in 
the crash.

The court heard that Mrs 
Beard, her husband Paul, her 
daughter Laura Rose and her 
partner Ben Kennedy and their 
two-year-old daughter all from 
Nottinghamshire, were on 

holiday at Seil and were heading 
for Arduaine Gardens.

Mr Beard, 64, and Miss Rose, 
37, suffered serious injuries as a 
result of the crash.

After the verdict, judge Lord 
McEwan deferred sentence on 
Dickson until next month for 
background reports and allowed 
him bail.

Lord McEwan also ordered 

driving in the interim.

Glasgow High Court convicts 
driver of Kilninver death crash
Whitehouse driver accused of overtaking   
on blind summit claims bird distracted him

Glenn goes from 
Islay to Andes

Isle of Jura store 
cuts opening hours

Inch Kenneth 
exhibition in 
Tobermory

OVER-CULLING of deer is 
putting rural jobs and livelihoods 
throughout the west coast at 
risk, according to the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association 
(SGA).

In a report released last Friday 
the SGA warned of the dangers 
of laying Scotland’s ‘greatest 
wildlife assets to waste’ to 
support forestry.

They claim that deer 
are regarded by many in 
conservation circles as pests 
– despite the growing demand 
for wild venison from top chefs.

Now with Holyrood calling 
for increased afforestation from 
17 to 25 per cent by 2050, the 
SGA is urging the government 
to rethink aggressive culling 
policies before it is too late.

‘Scotland is laying its greatest 
wildlife assets to waste without 
considering the consequences. 
And it may already be too 
late in some places to prevent 
the devastation from being 
permanent,’ said author of the 
study, Peter Fraser, who claims 
the future wellbeing of red deer 

has reached a ‘tipping point’. But 
Duncan Orr-Ewing, chairman 
of the LINK Deer Task Force 
disagrees with these concerns: 
‘Native Scottish red and roe 
deer numbers are higher in some 
places in Scotland than they 
have ever been.

‘In other areas they have been 
reduced to meet a range of public 
and private land management 
objectives. Deer are not subject 
to ‘aggressive over-culling’ 
on our properties, as wrongly 
suggested by the SGA in this 
press report.’

He added: ‘Due to the removal 
of natural predators, deer 
management is required to meet 
a range of land management 
objectives, including sporting; 
conservation; protection of 
woodlands and public safety. 

‘High red deer populations 
in some areas of Scotland are 
causing substantial damage to 
the natural heritage, and it is a 
legal requirement on landowners 
to improve the quality of 
certain habitats which are of 
international importance.’

Tree policy leading 
to‘devastation’ of 
deer numbers say 
Scots gamekeepers

SEA lice in salmon cages could 
soon be a thing of the past 
thanks to a joint breeding project 

coast hatchery.

for the industry in Scotland, the 
Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) 
has joined forces with Meridian 
Salmon Group and Otter Ferry 

waters, Ballan wrasse feed 
on parasites – such as sea lice 
– operating as a type of cleaner 

Sea lice are a big problem for 

SSC, said: ‘This is an important 
step forward from both an 

Fish farms look to Wrasse in lice war

Wrasse feed on parasites.

THE ANNUAL Fairtrade Fortnight 
– celebrating a better deal for farmers 
– has kicked off in Oban.

Joseph Cheruiyot, from Kenya, is a tea 

scheme. He visited Oban to share his 
experiences with consumers.

He said: ‘I hope they will support Fair-
trade products in general and want to 
assure them about the conditions under 
which we produce the tea.

‘We have to meet high standards of 
environmental and agricultural practices 
to be in Fairtrade. 

‘We plant trees and make sure there is 
no pollution in our rivers. 

‘We have clean living compounds and 
because we are selling our tea in the 
Fairtrade scheme we are getting better 
education and healthcare as well as clean 
water and better pay.’

As part of the Fairtrade Fortnight, there 
will be various events around Oban with 
local groups and schools taking part to 
highlight the importance of the trade 
scheme.

A new Fairtrade directory has also 
been published for Oban and Lorn for 
2012/13. 

It shows all the places you can buy 
Fairtrade goods, from shops to cafés and 
even churches.

Joseph Cheruiyot with Fairtrade representatives displaying the 
range of products available. 8_t10trade01

Pupils at Oban’s Park Primary School showed their support for 
Fairtrade Fortnight by bringing in Fairtrade snacks for break. 

16_t10fair01

Fairtrade kicks off annual 
fortnight of local promotions

Drivers urged to remember rural ‘risk factor’

ISLAY-born broadcaster Glenn 
Campbell is in training for a 
high-altitude charity hike in the 
Andes. 

The 36-year-old Newsnight 
Scotland presenter and BBC 
correspondent hopes to raise 
at least £4,215 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support on a four-day 
hike from Cusco to the lost city 
of the Incas at Machu Picchu. 

The fundraising target 
matches the highest point on the 
Inca Trail, 4,215 metres at Dead 
Woman’s Pass. 

The former Bowmore Primary 
and Islay High School pupil, 
who now lives in East Lothian, 
is one of 44 people from across 
the UK taking part in the 
expedition and volunteered to 
join team Macmillan in the 
Andes following the death of his 
father, Lamont, in June 2010.

AN EXHIBITION by artists 
collective 6°WEST went on 
show at An Tobar in Tobermory 
at the end of last week.

The Inch Kenneth exhibition, 
which runs until April 27, 
showcases work from Anne 
Devine, David Faithfull, Mhairi 
Killin, Veronica Slater and 
curator Alicia Hendrick. 

It is based on their week long 
residency on the island of Inch 
Kenneth in June 2011.

JURA Stores will reduce its 
opening hours as of March 12 in 
a bid to curb running costs.

Owner Stephen Martin said 
the changes were not permanent 
and he would reconsider the 
times when the tourist season 
started.

Mr Martin said the changes, 
which will see the shop operate 
half days Monday to Friday, 
were due to a lack of support 
from islanders. 

His one member of staff has 
secured employment elsewhere 
on the island.

Jura Stores will still be able 
to deliver groceries to the 
north end of the island, despite 
concerns this service would 
cease. 

NEWSDESK 
01631 

568000

DRIVERS in Argyll and Bute are being 
urged to consider their ‘risk factor’ as 
part of a new campaign aimed at reduc-
ing dangerous behaviour on Scotland’s 
country roads.

More than 70 per cent of drivers across 
Argyll admit to taking risks whilst 
driving, and just over half confess to 
speeding, according to research carried 
out by the Scottish Government. 

The campaign features a series of dif-
ferent adverts that are aimed at tackling 
the complexities around the risk-taking 

behaviour of male drivers. It encourages 
them to watch their speed and concen-
trate on the road to reduce the risks when 
driving on country roads, which should, 
in turn, reduce the number of accidents 
and fatalities.

Transport Minister Keith Brown said: 
‘Three quarters of fatalities happen on 
country roads – that’s 190 wasted lives 
– and tough enforcement combined with 
educating drivers of the dire conse-
quences of ignoring simple safety advice 
is absolutely key.’

environmental and industry 
perspective. 

‘While sea lice are naturally 
occurring, we have the oppor-
tunity to control and manage the 
situation in salmon pens. 

‘With relatively few veterinary 
treatments available to us, the 

solutions is paramount.’

A GB Oils Brand
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Dean Cotton
14 months Oban

097

Olivia Barclay
15 months Isle of Tiree

098

Bruce Cutlack
17 months Isle of Mull

099

Eilidh MacDonald
27 months Glasgow

100

Seoras Neil
3 months Oban

101

Bethan Neil
34 months Oban

102

Keira Lowe
7 months Wolverhampton

103

Riley Anderson
16 months Oban

104

Imogen MacLean-Black
8 months Oban

105

Dean Donaldson
7 months Clacton on Sea

106

William Todd
3 months Lochgilphead

107

Lewis McCullough
2 months County Down

108

Ellie Stuart
9 months Tarbert

109

Domhnall Ruairidh MacCormick
12 months Oban

110

Toby Kerr
16 months Kilmore

111

Mia Travers
4 months Oban

112

Rose Donella Williams
14 months Isle of Mull

113

Amelie McGuire
22 months Fort William

114

Terms & conditions: The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. Text messages cost £1 plus one message at 
standard network rate.  The deadline to receive votes by will be announced in a future issue and on The Oban Times website. One text counts as one vote. One coupon 
counts as one vote. The prize is as stated.  No cash alternative. Full terms and conditions at www.obantimes.co.uk. Text votes from UK and Northern Ireland only.  Text votes 
from overseas will not get through and will not be counted.

How the competition works

By text (UK and Northern Ireland only):
To vote by text, text the word BABY followed by a space then 
the three digit number stated on the top left hand 
side of the child’s photograph to 88010.
Text messages cost £1 plus one message at 
standard network rate. The voting deadline 
will be announced in a future issue. 
By coupon:
Complete the voting form provided on 
this page and send it to The Oban 
Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, PO Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  Photocopied 
voting coupons will not be 
accepted. The voting deadline will 
be announced in a future issue. 

How to vote
Readers can vote for their favourite baby by text or by post, using the coupon 
provided on this page. You can vote for as many babies as many times 
as you like until we announce the closing date to register your votes. 
Just make sure you quote the number stated on the child’s photograph 
when voting. 

This year it is up to you, our 
readers, to vote for who you 
think should win the title of 
The Oban Times’ ‘Bonni-

est Baby’ and £500 worth 
of shopping vouchers to 
spend at The Co-operative! 
We will publish a selection 

of Bonnie Babies each 
week of the competition 
until spring. At the end, 
the babies with the most 

votes from each week 
will qualify for our grand 
finale.  All finalists will then 
feature in The Oban Times 

for one last time, again for 
public vote. The baby with 
the most votes will then be 
crowned The Oban Times’ 

2012’s bonniest! For rules 
and terms and conditions, 
visit www.obantimes.co.uk/
bonniebabies.

I would like to vote for:
Baby number*:............. Baby’s name: ....................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

Or text the word BABY followed by a space then the baby’s three digit number to 88010. 
Text messages cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.
*Baby number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of each baby photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted and will not count as one vote.

VOTING COUPON

Gregor Currie
8 months Helensburgh

115

Aya Mackinnon
16 months Livingston

116

James Dundas
19 months Helensburgh

117

ENTER YOUR BABY TODAY! See page 12 or enter online at www.obantimes.co.uk

Vote for this week’s finalist!

Kaiden Marcus MacDougall
5 months Oban

118

Findlay Boath
15 months Killin

119

James Black
16 months Oban

120

Savannah Rose MacDonald
13 months Spean Bridge

121

Ava MacLachlan
9 months Lochgilphead

122

Blair Gillies
10 months Ardrishaig

123

in association with

YOU CAN STILL VOTE FOR A BABY FROM A PREVIOUS WEEK!
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THE GOVERNMENT’S upcoming ferries 
plan for 2013-2023 will pose ‘no threat’ to 
Mallaig-Armadale ferry services, according 
to Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Dave 
Thompson.

The assurance follows a meeting in Mal-
laig two weeks ago when Mr Thompson 
promised local residents there would be no 
reduction in sailings or increase in fares. 

Mr Thompson said: ‘The purpose of the 
ferries review is to see how we can improve 
the ferry services. The Cabinet Secretary 
for Infrastructure, Alex Neil, has given a 
guarantee that there is no threat to the Mal-
laig-Armadale ferry service and that there 
will be no reduction in level of service or 
increase in fares. Indeed, fares will substan-
tially decrease when RET is introduced.’

Local campaigners had expressed con-
cerns the successful bidder for the next set 
of contracts in 2013 would schedule fewer 
sailings because of subsidy cuts.

A Transport Scotland spokesperson said: 
‘The level of subsidy will depend on what 
comes forward during the tender.  However, 
it has always been our position that this will 
have no impact on services or on fares.’

LOCHABER Sports Association 
(LSA) has insisted its plans for 
a multi-sports indoor training 
arena remain unaffected by Fort 
William FC’s bid to bring an all-
weather pitch to Claggan Park.

Last week The Oban Times
revealed the club wants the 

Blar Mhor as part of Miller 

complex to be built at at Claggan 
instead.

The club argues the move would 
save money for the council, 
which owns and maintains the 
ground, while still providing an 
essential facility for all-round 
community use. 

The team is facing possible 
expulsion from The Highland 
League because Claggan Park’s 
turf is prone to waterlogging. 
Ten home games have been 
cancelled so far this season.

LSA is currently fundraising 
for a feasibility study into 
possible sites, costs and viability 
for its ambitious indoor project.

Chairperson Jane Blanchard 
acknowledged the new outdoor 

A BRONZE sculpture to com-
memorate two Isle of Skye 
mountaineering legends is a 
step closer to becoming reality 
thanks to a £100,000 cash boost.

Local campaigners the Collie 
and Mackenzie Sculpture Group 
have already raised £97,000 to-
wards the artwork at Sligachan, 
the eastern entrance to the 
Cuillin.

But now the group has an-
nounced Highland LEADER is 
contributing £63,209 towards 
its Seoid nam Beann (Heroes of 
the Hills) project. The Heritage 
Lottery Fund will add £25,000, 
Highland Council £9,950 and 
the Robertson Trust £5,000.

The funding will go towards 
a rural car park, an information 
shelter with six interpretation 
panels, a stone seat and bronze 
relief of the Cuillin with braille, 
wheelchair-friendly paths and a 
part-time project worker.

The package will help ensure 
the story of climbing poineers 
Norman Collie and John Mac-
kenzie becomes more widely 
known. 

New archery club 
in action
FORT William’s new archery 
club Garrison Bowmen will 

the club at its training night 
tonight (Thursday).

The newly constituted club 
has been under the umbrella 
of Kinlochleven group South 
Lochaber Bowmen since it was 
formed last year.

The two clubs will send a 
combined team to compete 
in a Scottish Field Archery 
competition in Linlithgow 

competition either has entered 
since they were formed.

Garrison president George 
Kerr said: ‘We are really 
looking forward to the 
competition experience.’

Garrison Bowmen, which 
holds its training sessions 
in Lochaber High School, 
currently has around 30 
members and is actively seeking 
more, with all skill levels 
welcome.

Grants for artists 
and craft makers
A NEW grants awards scheme 
for artists and craft makers in 
the Outer Hebrides has been 
launched by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, in partnership with 
Creative Scotland.

Grants between £500 and 
£1,500 are available to help with 
research and development costs, 
travel and the purchase of new 
materials and equipment.

Window smashed
A WINDOW at the rear of 
Ballachulish Medical Practice 
was damaged sometime 
between 4pm on Friday March 2 
and 8pm on Saturday March 3.

Anyone with knowledge of 
this incident is asked to contact 
Fort William Police Station on 

-
tial line on 01397 702000.

£500 Lotto jackpot 
THERE were no winners in 
the Fort William FC lotto draw 
on Saturday. Numbers were 
1-15-19. The jackpot goes up to 
£500 this week.

Primary teams    
set for Euroquiz
PRIMARY 6 pupils from 
Portree and Kilchuimen will 
be among 12 teams from the 
Highlands taking part in a 
Scotland-wide quiz today.

Euroquiz, organised by the 
Scottish European Educational 
Trust, is being held in Millburn 
Academy, Inverness.

The winning Highland school 
will compete against 30 local 
authority teams in the national 

in Edinburgh on May 14.

WEST Highland College UHI has announced the appointment of 
its new principal.

Lydia Rohmer, who is already in post, will be touring all 
the college’s learning centres from Ullapool to Kinlochleven 
throughout March. 

Ms Rohmer comes to the Highlands from the City of Glasgow 
College, where she was director of curriculum.

Paying tribute to outgoing principal Donald Leitch, she pledged 
to make the college the learning and training provider of choice 
‘for all learners in this region and beyond’.

Countdown to   
Féis Lochabair
PREPARATIONS are underway 
for Fèis Lochabair, the annual 

traditional Gaelic music, song, 
dance and drama for young 
people in the Lochaber area.

Tutors at the fèis in Lochaber 
High School from April 2-6 
include Allan MacDonald of 
Glenuig, Angus Grant, Archie 
MacAllister, Neil Sinclair and 
Ross Martin.

The expert group will perform 
at the tutors’ concert and family 
dance in Lochaber High School 
on April 4 at 7.30pm.

The week ends with the 
traditional fèis participants’ 
cèilidh on Friday afternoon, in 
Lochaber High School at 2pm.

Participants should be eight 
years and upwards, although 
provision for 4-7 year olds is 
also available. More details 
from at maria@feisean.org or 
on 01397 704132.

Copper cable 
thefts prompt 
police appeal
A SPATE of copper cable thefts 
from mobile phone masts in 
Lochaber has prompted police 
to ask for the public’s help.

The most recent incident saw 
cabling stolen from Arisaig. BT 
cabling has also been taken.

Apart from damage caused, 
the thefts can create danger and 
disruption for workers at the 
sites and mobile phone users, 
police said.

A Northern Constabulary 
spokesman asked the public to 
report immediately anything 
they feel is suspicious, day 
or night, including vehicle 
descriptions and registration 
numbers.

demand.
She told The Oban Times: ‘We 

certainly believe that wherever 
the outdoor 3G pitch goes, 
the indoor facility will still be 
needed.

‘We do not consider that a 
single outdoor 3G pitch in the 
greater Fort William area would 

demands of all the clubs, schools 
and community groups – and 
there will be several occasions 
where outdoor training is simply 
not feasible, especially for 
younger children.

‘Every indoor training facility 
that we have researched around 
Scotland seems to suffer from the 
same problem – its availability 
can’t keep up with the demand 
from user groups.

‘The indoor training facility 
project has been developed from 
the outset with the background 
knowledge that the councillors 
have planned an outdoor 3G pitch, 
originally with money allocated 
within the refurbishment of 

Lochaber High School, and now 
with community gain from the 
supermarket development [at the 
Blar Mhor]. 

‘We are hopeful that both 
facilities will go some way 
to alleviating the current 
unsustainable pressure on club 
grass pitches.’

As to where the indoor training 
facility should be sited, Ms 
Blanchard said the planned 
feasibility study would look at 
‘a number of options’. She did 
not rule out ground next to the 
Claggan Park pitch. 

She added: ‘However, we 
are fully aware that there is 
limited funding for any capital 
investment at the moment 
and that funders will want to 
see formal evidence that any 
proposed project shows best 
value for money, has the support 
of the community and clubs, 
can be made affordable to 
potential users and is going to be 
sustainable.’

LSA has submitted an 
application to LEADER to 
fund 75 per cent of the study. A 
decision is expected at the end of 
theis month.

John Mackenzie, a local 
crofter, led many expeditions 
in which he and Collie, a famed 
mountaineer, discovered and 
ascended previously unknown 
routes in the Cuillin.

Coming from completely 
different backgrounds, the pair 
formed a legendary partnership 
to undertake daring mountain-
eering exploits on the island in 
the late 19th century. Some work 
has already been completed at 
the sculpture site, which has 
been donated by the John Muir 
Trust. Electricity cables have 
been placed underground, hydro 
poles removed and Portree High 
School pupils have helped build 
a stone wall and gateway.

The 400kg bronze centrepiece, 
which is being funded separately 
by donations, will feature Collie 
and Mackenzie standing on a 
natural boulder stack.

Donors are being asked to 
‘buy’ a minimum of 10 grammes 
of bronze for £10, receiving a 

Seoid nam Beann has ‘big 
plans’ in place, say organisers. 

As part of a wide reaching 
educational programme, every 

given the chance to help build 
paths and stonework at the site.

The project worker will also 
work with pupils from the 
island’s primary schools to 
research and create the inter-
pretation panels on Collie and 
Mackenzie, the Cuillin, and 
people in the landscape.

Looking further ahead, a trip 
is being planned through Parcs 
Canada Education Centre to 
take the island’s young people 
to the Canadian Rockies, where 
Collie explored and named 
several peaks.

Nigel Hawkins, former John 
Muir Trust director and patron of 
the Collie Mackenzie Sculpture 
Group said:  ‘The community of 
Sconser have done an amazing 
job in taking this project forward 
to the point it has reached.  

‘The engagement of young 
people today in celebrating this 
important part of their heritage 
marks this project out as being 
truly outstanding.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

No threat to Mallaig-Armadale ferry, claims MSP

Heroes of the Hills group 
welcomes sculpture cash 

One new pitch 
not enough 

Lydia Rohmer.

ACHARACLE 
opened by Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Lifelong Learning Michael Russell on Friday.

The occasion celebrated the school’s success 
since it opened its doors to pupils in May 2009.

The pioneering eco-friendly building, billed as 

£6.5 million. It boasts high insulation levels, lots 
of natural light and very low energy use. 

The roll currently stands at 47 in P1-7 and 15 in 

the Gaelic and bi-lingual nursery. Head teacher 
Lyndsay Bradley said: ‘We are very fortunate to 
have such a committed and skilled team of staff, 
parents and volunteers who support and challenge 
our children to achieve and succeed. It is fantastic 
that they now have the space and resources they 
need to do this effectively.’

During his tour of Lochaber, Mr Russell also 
visited Ardnamurchan High School, now in its 
tenth year.

Head teacher Lyndsay Bradley and local councillor Michael Foxley with education minister Michael 
Russell, left, who opened the new Acharacle Primary School on Friday.

West Highland College UHI 
appoints new principal

Sports group insists on indoor arena

Mother’s 
Day

booking advisable
Call or email us 01855 821 048

visit www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Our seafood 

menu is always 

avaliable

MOTHERS DAY 
LUNCH

Sunday 18th march £19.95

Smoked Salmon with Brown Bread, Caper and Shallot
 or

----------

or

-------------

or

--------------

---------------

Treat your Mum to a Special meal on that Special Day

Mother’s Day!
Exciting Mother’s Day Menu 

available between 12 and 4pm in the restaurant with 
beautiful views and served all day in the Feryman’s Bar

In addition to our full range of Private 
and NHS treatments we also offer:
Tooth Whitening • Dental Implants

Facial Rejuvenation and Wrinkle reduction
Free initial Consultation

Please tel: 01631 563006 or visit 
practice for further information

Shore St Dental and 
Implant Centre, Oban

Sunday 25th March
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Oban Music Society
Concert

Sunday 11th March at 3.00p.m. 
in St John’s Cathedral

Pure Brass – a brass Quintet 
A rousing programme from Bach to the Beetles.

Admission Free to members and children 
  Visitors welcome, tickets at the door £10 (£8)

Sponsored by Enterprise Music Scotland.

The Best In Country & Irish Music With

SHAUN LOUGHREY & BAND
in BA Club,Fort William 

on Fri 9th March
Doors Open 8.30pm Admission £10

PAY AT DOOR

Thursday 8th March > Highland Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House and late Disco from 9pm.

Saturday 10th March > Club Night 11pm - 2am
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJ’s Mark and Stuart

Fri 2nd  & Sat 3rd March > Moray MacNiven
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Fri 9th & Sat 10th March > Chris Suckle
Markie Dans

Friday 16th March > Disco
Markie Dans with Dj stevo

Saturday 17th March > St Paddy’s
Markie Dans Cuan an Aire

Friday 23rd March > Tim O’Connor
Markie Dans

Friday 9th March > Nightclub with DJ Irish Al.
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House Beat the Clock

Saturday 10th March > Nightclub 10pm till 2am
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House Beat the Beats

Saturday 17th March > Jim Hunter & Graham Flett
Glenuig Hall 8pm, www.glenuig.org.uk

Saturday 24th March > Peatbog Faeries
Glenuig Hall 8pm, www.glenuig.org.uk

what’s onoban

what’s onlochaber

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 15th March
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

In association with

Enter your 
baby today!
Enter online or by post
We are now open for entries! Bonnie 
Babies 2012 is open to babies and 
toddlers born on or after April 12, 2009.  
To enter by post please send us us a 
photograph along with a signed entry 
coupon (see left) to The Oban Times, 
Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB.  Please make sure 
you write the name of the child, date of 
birth and a contact telephone number on 
the back of the photo.  Should you wish 
for your photo to be returned, please 
also enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope.We will do our best to return 
your photo but please make a copy 
just in case. To enter online visit www.
obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies.

After you have entered your child 
into the competition, look out every 
week in The Oban Times to see when 
your baby appears. You can find all 
the competition rules and terms and 
conditions online at www.obantimes.
co.uk/bonniebabies or call 01631 
568000. More details on page 10.

The closing date for entries will be 
announced in a future issue.

Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2012 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after April 12, 2009. Only one entry per child. 
By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction 
of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If 
you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility 
for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor 
quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the 
sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban 
Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times Bonnie Babies campaign (s). 
The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter. Photocopied entry forms 
will not be accepted. Full terms and conditions at www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies.

Child’s name.........................................................................................................................

Child’s date of birth. ..........................................................................................................

Tel: ...........................................................................................................................................

Address: ................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................

Name of parent/guardian................................................................................................

Signature of parent/guardian ........................................................................................

I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition ...........................................

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

ENTRY FORM

Trail West 
The boys are back in town

Raising money for Oban Mountain Rescue Team
Get your dancing shoes on, 
there’s going to be a Ceilidh

Friday 16th March  9pm – 1am
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Over 18’s only

AUCTION
IN THE CRIANLARICH VILLAGE HALL

FRIDAY, 16 MARCH
Viewing 5pm • Auction 6pm

Please drop off items at the hall from
WEDNESDAY, 14 MARCH

To arrange collection please call 

All proceeds to the Crianlarich Village Hall 
Funds Hot & cold food & drinks available

29th Highlands & Islands 
Music & Dance Festival

3 May – 6 May, 2012
SYLLABUS & ENTRY FORMS

from Oban Music
or Download from 

CLOSING DATE 12 MARCH
Ticket & info 

from 3 April, 2012

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Local Interest Night 
Shinty Reminiscences

 by Iain MacIntyre
 (in English)                                  

Free Church Hall
Friday, 16th

Tea and biscuits     
Admission   £ 3

OBAN & DISTRICT PROVINCIAL MOD
Children Friday, 22nd  June
Adults Saturday, 23rd  June

Or The Secretary,
Dehmel,

North Connel,
Argyll  PA37  1RA

Oban Bach Choir 
and Orchestra

Coffee Morning

And Art Exhibition

St John’s Cathedral Hall
Saturday 10 March 2012

baking, preserves, books etc

 Meur Lochabair
ANNUAL HARRIS 
CEILIDH DANCE

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, March, 31st

@ 7.30pm
MacGregor, Freddie MacKenzie, 

 Admission £8 

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club
Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 14th March

Guest Artistes
Balloch Accordion

& Fiddle Club
Supporting players 

most welcome

A DOUBLE bill of com-
edy and drama is coming 
to Oban and Argyll this 
week - aimed at a younger 
audience than traditional 
theatre.

The Mull Theatre Spring 
tour will visit the Corran 
Halls on Tuesday March 13 
before travelling throughout 
the county.

Director Alasdair 
McCrone said: ‘These plays 
are a bit different. We’re 
testing the boundaries a bit 
and are really keen to get in 
people between the ages of 
17 and 35.’

Premiered in Glasgow at 
Oran Mor’s famous lunch-
time deal, a play, a pie and a 
pint, Waterproof and From 
Paisley to Paolo are tales of 
lads, friendship and people 
cavorting in tents! 

Mull brings 
theatre to Oban

THIS Sunday, March 11, a 
brass quintet is playing for 
Oban Music Society  in St 
John’s Cathedral. 

Award winning Pure 
Brass is a vibrant, young 
established brass quintet 
which performs regularly to 
critical acclaim. 

Members of the group 
play  for the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
Royal Scottish National and 
Scottish Opera Orchestras.

Pure Brass take pride in 
tailoring recitals to suit in-
dividual music societies and 
are equally at home playing 
everything from renaissance 
to contemporary music.

 St John’s lends itself to 
brass instrumentalists who 

space and with a repertoire 
which includes works rang-
ing from Bach, Handel and 
Mozart to Irving Berlin and 
the Beetles, this concert 
should be no exception. 

The concert is at 3pm and 
visitors are very welcome. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
the door. 

Children are particularly 
welcome and admission is 
free for them.

From Bach 
to the 
Beetles

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
and Historical Society in 
Lorn held another succesful 
illustrated talk when Chris 
Fleet, senior map curator 
at the National Library of 

cartographic journey over four 
centuries. 

Chris took the audience 
through the full range of 
mapmakers and the history 
behind Scotland’s maps with 
many Lorn references.  In doing 
so he made the room aware of 
his depth of knowledge, the 
diversity of maps and exactly 
how much is easily accessible 
online nowadays. 

Exciting new applications 
in this digital age will ensure 
maps will continue to be used, 
added to and intrepreted into 
the future. 

Martin Petrie’s vote of thanks 
stressed how priveledged the 
society are, being able to listen 
to such well informed speakers 
in their home town.

The society is looking forward 
to Clare Ellis of Argyll Archae-
ology talking on the ‘recent 
excavations in Glenshellach’ 
which were carried out prior to 
the latest development stage. 

Her latest revelations continue 
to add to Glenshellach’s oc-
cupation and cultivation history 
which now stretches back over 
thousands of years. 

The meeting begins at 7.30pm 
in the Undercroft, Glencruitten 
Church Centre, on Friday 
March 16.

INVERARAY and District 
Accordion and Fiddle Club met 
as usual in the Argyll Hotel for 
its February club night.  

Chairman Niall Iain MacLean 
was unable to attend so Roddie 
MacDiarmid took over as 
compere for the evening.

Fyne Folk got the evening 
underway and it was a great 
delight to have Duncan 
Crawford back for a tune on his 

Agnes Liddell. They were joined 
by John Renton, Gerry Boxall 
and Calum Satchel and played a 
nice couple of toe-tapping pipe 
marches.

Other supporting players 
were Gerry Boxhall, this time 
of melodeon, John Renton and 

Agnes Liddell, accompanied by 
Matthew MacLennan and Nicky 
McMichan, James MacArthur, 
also on melodeon, local 
accordionist Iain Macaskill and 

All their selections were much 
enjoyed.

Guest artistes were the Craig 
MacFadyen Trio, with Craig 
on lead accordion, Matthew 
MacLennan on second box and 
Nicky McMichan on drums.  

Cracking sets
The boys, all bandleaders in 

their own right, played some 

half and certainly whetted the 
appetite of the audience for more 
of the same in the second half.

and Co played for the whole of 
the second half – 14 sets in all 
– with plenty of good craic from 
Craig throughout.  

Favourites
This very smartly turned-out 

trio played many of the well 
known favourites and the 
Scottish dance music scene is 
certainly in safe hands with 
such talented young musicians 
around.

A hearty vote of thanks was 
given to the guest artistes and all 
the supporting players for a great 
night’s music.

Next week it’s an inter-club 
visit with Balloch Accordion 

artiste spot – so a grand variety 
of music is guaranteed.

Craig MacFadyen Trio entertains at Inveraray box club night

The Craig MacFadyen Trio, with Craig on lead accordion, Matthew 
MacLennan on second box and Nicky McMichan on drums.

Archaeologists
and historians 
hear about 
Scotland’s maps

INJURED servicemen and women were in mind 
at a busy coffee morning in Glencruitten Church 
Hall on Saturday.

The successful event raised £1002 for the char-
ity Help For Heroes, which looks after military 
personnel.

The coffee morning was organised by the Church 
Guild. Leader Margaret MacLean said: ‘We have 
been very, very busy. We are absolutely delighted 
with the turnout. 

Everyone has been so generous and we want to 
thank everyone who came along.’

Members of the Church Guild organised the coffee morning in aid of Help For Heroes. 16_t10coffee01

Coffee morning boosts Hope  
for Heroes by more than £1,000

ISLE of Skye Accordion and 
Fiddle Club’s recent gig in the 
Royal Hotel, Portree, saw a guest 
performance from Shetlanders 

Brian Nicholson on guitar.
As is customary, club musicians 

get feet tapping, and it was the 
trio of Aly ‘K’ MacPherson on 
piano accordion, John Cameron 
on keyboards and Donald John 
Campbell on drums who set the 
ball rolling with lively jigs and 
marches.  

The versatile Aly ‘K’ and John 
went on to play drums and piano 
accordion respectively while 
other local musicians were John 
MacGilvary and David Morton 
on piano accordions and Wendy 

Youngest club player of the 

Ellie MacPherson, who gains in 

as the months pass.  Amongst 
other tunes, she played ‘Moss-
todloch Memories’ and ‘Da 
Merrie Boys O’ Greenland’.

Shetlanders Maggie Anderson and Brian Nicholson performing 
in Portree. 

The Shetland duo then went 
on stage and took the audience 
by storm. Their outstanding 
playing and infectious humour 
endeared them immediately to 
the assembled company and 
they proceeded to deliver a pro-
gramme of tremendous variety 

from the more traditional march, 
strathspey and reel, through jigs, 
slow airs, waltzes, ragtime and 
singalongs to delight an enthusi-
astic audience.

The next club night will be 
April 5 when special guests will 
be The Donald Macleod Trio.

Shetland duo take Isle of Skye   
accordion club night by storm
Pair deliver programme of tremendous variety

A SATURDAY night’s entertainment in 
the Masonic Lodge in Oban saw a variety 
of acts singing and performing to a packed 
crowd.

The traditional ceilidh night had songs 
both in Gaelic and English, as well as piping 
and accordion playing.

Special guest for the evening was former 
winner of The Oban Times gold medal at 
the Edinburgh Mòd, Myra MacNab, who 
now performs with Inverness Gaelic Choir. 
She soon had the crowd singing along with 
a programme of well-known and popular 
songs.

She said: ‘It is nice to be back in Oban, it is 
one of the places I love coming to.’

Fear an taighe for the evening was Donald 
Morrison and other artistes included Nor-
man MacArthur, Clare Jordan, Andreas 
Wolff and Hector MacFadyen.

Ceilidh evening 
success at Oban

Andreas Wolff sang at the Friday night 
ceilidh. 16_t10ceilidh02

Oban Times Gold medal winner Myra 
MacNab entertained. 16_t10ceilidh01

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Duke

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211
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Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business Advertising:
Claire Firth    

cfirth@wyvexmedia.co.uk   

01631 568013

Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Business
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway is again 
providing a range of workshops 
in its spring programme to help 
local entrepreneurs. All the 
workshops are free and held in 
a mix of locations across the 

and anyone looking to reserve 
a place is being urged to book 
now.

‘Feedback from all these 
workshops is very good,’ ex-
plains councillor Neil Mackay, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokesperson for enterprise, 

energy, culture and tourism. 
‘As well helping our local 
entrepreneurs acquire key busi-
ness skills, the workshops also 
present a great opportunity for 
people to come together, share 
ideas and support each other.’

Places are still available on 

the two day business start-up 
workshop running in Rothesay 
on March 27 and 28, and the 
Make The Most of Online 
Trading workshops in Dunoon 
on February 23 and Inveraray 
on March 5.

Some of the Business Gateway 

spring workshops, covering 
basic book-keeping, website 
building and using social me-
dia, are already fully booked up 
in Dunoon but the team is keen 
to hear from anyone looking to 
attend as additional dates may 
be arranged. 

Business Gateway can also 
offer free, practical advice on 
a wide range of topics from 
experienced local business 
advisers as well as providing 
information and interactive 

more visit www.bgateway.com 

Demand for workshops leads to urgent need to book

A SUCCESSFUL Oban fam-
ily business that offers marine 
charters has expanded and 
announced plans to invest in a 
new boat and staff.

Coastal Connection, run 
by twin brothers, Struan and 
Cameron Smith, has launched 
Offshore Connection as the 
commercial arm of the busi-
ness.

The move separates tourism 
and commercial charters and 
will lead to a better tailored 
experience for customers.

Struan said: ‘Coastal Con-
nection will run as normal and 

continue to do private charters 
and day trips for the tourism 
side. 

‘Offshore Connection will 
cater purely for the commercial 

-
ibility to what we do. We hope 
to employ someone in the near 
future and we’re looking at a 
new boat which is more suited 
to the commercial market. That 
will allow us to work further 

‘Growth with Coastal Con-
nection over the last three 
seasons has been steady and 
we want to continue this.

‘The commercial market is less 
seasonal than tourism which 
would help in the winter months 
when the tourism slows.’

Launching last week, Off-
shore Connection can already 
boast an impressive client list, 
with their vessels being used 

research and transporting vets 
to ill animals, to helping trans-
port staff to locations at short 

documentaries.
Toby Sherwin, UHI professor 

of oceanography at Dunbeg’s 
Scottish Association for Marine 

Science (SAMS), said: ‘SAMS 
has used Coastal Connection to 
deploy our ‘Seaglider’, an ocean 
going Autonomous Underwater 
Vehicle, from west of Tiree. 

‘The team were very helpful 
and the vessel proved to be 
ideal, and great value for money 
for this kind of work. We will be 
happy to use them again.’

For more information or to hire 
a Offshore Connection charter, 
phone Struan or Cameron on 
07587 901 722, available 24 
hours a day. Check the website 
at www.offshore-connection.
co.uk.

Cameron, left, and Struan Smith at the launch of their new commercial charter company, Offshore Connection. 

Marine venture expands into commercial market

ARGYLL and Highland Perth-
shire has been commended for 

eateries after a good showing at 
this year’s Scottish Restaurant 
Awards.

Scottish produce 
The Airds Hotel in Appin 

was named runner up in the 
best hotel restaurant of the year 
category, while The White-
house restaurant in Lochaline 
was runner up in the best rural 
restaurant of the year. 

Arran’s Cruize restaurant won 
the best family restaurant of 
the year title, while Callander’s 
Mhor Fish was one of the most 

celebrated diners,  claiming 
runner up awards in the  best 
seafood restaurant and best 
takeaway categories.

Meanwhile, the winner of 
the best chef award, Jeff Bland 
of Edinburgh’s Number One 
restaurant, was commended for 
his use of west coast ingredients 
in his cooking. 

One of the judges, food writer 
Jonathan Trew, said: ‘From 
Perthshire girolles to Mull scal-
lops, Scottish produce is at the 
heart of Jeff’s menus and he’s 
travelled the world telling other 
people just how good the food 
we produce in this country is.’

Fine eateries amongst 
Scottish Restaurant Awards

Travel trade calls on review 
website to halt false claims
FRESH calls have been made in the Lorn area for travel website, 
Trip Advisor, to take immediate action to prevent false and poten-
tially damaging reviews.

Liz Crichton of the Creagan Inn, Appin, has been joined by the 
Oban and Lorn Tourism Association’s Linda Battison in saying its 
current practices – which allow anonymous users to create accounts 
and submit false reviews – is corrupt.

Furthermore, businesses can only respond to reviews if they pay 
Trip Advisor for the privilege – something they say is both unfair 
and open to abuse.

Their comments come after the website introduced a new rating 
system which allows reviews, genuine or otherwise, to leave a score 

Linda said: ‘I’m sure they will have to change the business model 
because it’s completely currently entirely possible for someone who 
has never visited a premises to leave a review.

‘I think most people take the website with a pinch of salt on most 
occasions and maybe take the average, rather than the odd one or 
two, to be a reasonable review.’ 

Islay distillery shortlisted for 
Climate Week ‘green’ award
BRUICHLADDICH Distillery 
on the Isle of Islay has been 
named amongst the country’s 
low carbon leaders by being 
shortlisted for a Climate Week 
Award.

category of best initiative by a 
small or medium-sized business, 
the distillery will join other 

reception at Lancaster House, 
London on March 12, when the 
winners will be announced.

LERAGS’ very own traditional country 
pub, The Barn, is launching a new menu 
after completing its new kitchen.

Owners Linda and Jim Battison have also 
announced the arrival of Karen and Edwin 
Payne to help run the business as it gears up 
for the busy summer season.

The popular bar, situated just south of 
Oban, is promising wholesome, home 
cooked food using local ingredients on 
its new menu, sitting nicely alongside its 
reputation for delivering some of Scotland’s 

Walkers and pets are welcome at the 
venue, which has a playpark outside for 
younger visitors during the day.

The Barn celebrates new 
kitchen with new menu

DAVID MacBrayne Ltd, the parent company 
of ferry operators Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) and NorthLink Ferries Ltd (NFL) 
has appointed Robbie Drummond as group 

 He will replace Alex Lynch, who is retir-
ing at the end of April, but will start at the 
end of March to allow a short handover.

 Mr Drummond studied at Glasgow 
University before qualifying as a chartered 
accountant. His early career was spent with 
KPMG and PricewaterhouseCoopers, and 

positions in a range of businesses including 
Halifax Bank of Scotland, Thus plc and 
Invocas Group plc. 

Archie Robertson, chief executive of 
David MacBrayne Ltd, said: ‘The David 
MacBrayne Group is at a critical stage of 
its evolution as it bids to retain the North-
ern Isles contract, and looks forward to 
preparing for the tender of the Clyde and 
Hebridean ferry services.

 ‘Robbie brings a wealth of highly relevant 
experience to a post which I am sure he will 

Mr Drummond said: ‘I am greatly looking 
forward to using my skills and experience, 
especially those related to tendering and 
procurement.’ 

MacBrayne’s appoint 
new finance director

Scottish Salmon Company, 
has announced plans to invest 
£40million in its facilities de-

The company’s turnover 
dropped from £92.4million in 
2010 to £90.2million in 2011, 

-
est and tax dropped £8.1million 
to £14.4million.

Overall sales volumes were 
down by just over 1,500 tonnes 
to 22,962 tonnes.

The company says an imbal-
ance in stocking cycles across 
its geographically diverse sites 
had a negative impact on unit 
production costs, while year 

higher feed prices and a world-
wide decrease in salmon prices 
due to increased supply. 

However, the company was 
delighted it was nearly able 
to match the previous year’s 
turnover, while meeting volume 
targets. 

The Scottish Salmon Compa-
ny’s chief executive, Dr Stewart 
McLelland, says the results 
underpin the company’s plans 
to invest over £40million in new 
and existing sites to overcome 
the production imbalance. 

The fully funded investment 
strategy which is now in place 
will secure consistent year-on-
year production. It is expected 
to generate up to 100 additional 
jobs across the west coast of 

synergies’ in harvesting and 
processing operations. 

He said: ‘The year started at 
record levels, but the decrease in 
volumes in the third and fourth 
quarters, while anticipated, 
clearly demonstrate how vital it 
is to establish a balanced year-
on-year production process. 

‘2011 was a game of two halves 
illustrating both the company’s 
potential and the challenges of 
working below full production 
capacity.

‘Our long term plans are to 
grow the business sustainably 
and we are investing locally to 
achieve the extra volumes needed 
to create the necessary synergies 
in the production process.

‘The demand for premium 
Scottish salmon globally remains 
strong and the long term outlook 
is extremely positive as we open 
up new markets.

but The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany is well placed to withstand 
these pressures as we continue 
to innovate and build environ-
mental excellence into all our 
operations.’

‘ . the long term outlook 
is extremely positive’ 
Dr Stewart McLelland, chairman SSC

A NEW 11-metre boat now 
moored in Campbeltown 
Harbour will boost the number 
of express summer sailings be-
tween the Mull of Kintyre and 
Ballycastle in Northern Ireland.

While identical in most 
respects to the West Coast 
Motors’ sister vessels, Kintyre 
Express and Kintyre Express II, 
the new boat has some different 
features based on an analysis of 
last year’s customer demands.

Lead skipper, Haydn Cham-
bers, said: ‘We have altered the 
stern to get more bikes on and 
taken the fridge out of the galley 
to allow more space for golf 
clubs.

‘Also the tinted windows in the 
older boats have been replaced 

with clear glass to allow for 
better night visibility.’

Mr Chambers said the extra 
boat had been bought following 
good passenger numbers last 
year, during which the service 
to Ballycastle carried over 2,000 
passengers in a four month 
period, making more than 300 
crossings.

This summer, with the help of 
the new vessel, West Coast Mo-
tors will move from two to three 
crossings a day when required.

In a further adaptation to 
suit the demands of customers, 
the scheduling of the evening 
run has been moved to allow 
passengers arriving by bus 
from Glasgow to make their 
connection.

Kintyre Express III berthed alongside its sister vessel. 21_ckintyreex01

Express summer 
route to Northern 

Customer research leads to more 

space for golf clubs and bicycles

OBAN based wholesaler, 
Forteith Foodservice, has won a 
prestigious industry marketing 
award for its Food From Argyll 
campaign.

The Scottish Wholesale As-
sociation presented managing 
director, John Forteith, the award 
for the Best Marketing Initiative 
at a ceremony in Edinburgh’s 
Corn Exchange. 

Judges said the campaign, as 
well as giving Forteith a point of 
difference over its competitors, 

providing them with all-year-
round demand from caterers in 
the area, a fair price for their 
product and marketing advice.

It beat campaigns by 3663, the 
national foodservice distributor 
and leading Glasgow cash and 
carry and delivery wholesaler, 
United Wholesale (Scotland).

John Forteith, managing direc-
tor of Forteith Foodservice, said: 
‘We are absolutely delighted to 
be recognised for a campaign 
that has involved a great deal of 
hard work and commitment by 
everyone involved over the last 
12 months.’ 

Kate Salmon, executive 
director of the Edinburgh-based 
Scottish Wholesale Association, 
commented: ‘This progressive 
family business has displayed 
exceptionally high levels of cus-
tomer service and invested in its 

that remains uncertain.’

Food from Argyll 
wins award for 
Oban family firm

BARCALDINE’S Fusion 
-

lation on Loch Lomond, at the 
home of one of Scotland’s lead-
ing businessmen.

Jim Clarke, chairman of multi-

previously kept his 25ft power 
boat on a swing mooring at his 
lochside home near Tarbet, but 
was eager to install a pontoon 
for convenience and for the 
safety of his grandchildren.

Fusion Marine pontoon quickly 
became apparent due to its 
robust build quality, aesthetic 

quality, and its proven experi-
ence in marine lochs on the 
west coast of Scotland in fully 
exposed tidal areas.’

Barceldine, Argyll, Iain Forbes 
of Fusion Marine said: ‘We 
are delighted to have made our 

on Loch Lomond and Jim was 
an excellent customer to work 
with. 

‘Our robust and aestheti-
cally pleasing pontoons are 
ideally suited for sites such as 
Loch Lomond, which can often 
experience rough weather.’

Fusion installs Lomond pontoon
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Farming

COMMUN Eachdraidh Sheite 
(Sleat Local History Society) 
will have cattle droving in Skye 
as the topic at its monthly meet-
ing in Sabhal Mor Ostaog next 
Wednesday. 

Local crofter Iain MacKinnon 
and others will present The 
First Drover and Ona man and 
his cows: Ruaridh MacIain of 
Camuscross. 

The evening starts at 7.30pm.

FOR SALE
Small Square 

Bales
Of Meadow Hay

Good quality, ideal for 
horses and sheep.

Can deliver

Approx 200 bales left

Tel: Stephen 
07789934845 

(Taynuilt)

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Agricultural
Contractor

Jamie Stringer
Freelance shepherd, 

stockman, tractor driver, 
GFW

Own dogs
Sheep, cattle and arable

Mainland and islands

Tel: 07979 607 393
Tel: 01951 200284

hebrideanisles@aol.co.uk

IACS 2012
SAC Consulting

IACS Surgeries will be held throughout 
Argyll, Lochaber & The Isles

SAC Consultants provide a 
professional service for farmers and 

complicated forms

Make sure you receive everything you 
are entitled to by getting us to help you

To book your appointment 
please contact 

Oban Tel: 01631 563093
Campbeltown Tel: 01586 552502

New ATV’s always in stock - Fantastic Deals on ATV Tyres
Used Selection
Kawasaki KLS 300 4x4 1996 Good Runner .................................... £1200 + VAT
Honda TRX 350 4x4 2005 VGC ...................................................... £1950 + VAT
Honda TRX 350 4x4 2006 VGC ...................................................... £2100 + VAT
Honda TRX 350 4x4 2006 VGC ...................................................... £2100 + VAT
Honda TRX 500 4x4 2007 VGC ...................................................... £3400 + VAT
Yamaha YFM 450 4x4 Grizzly 2008 Immaculate ............................ £3500 + VAT
Yamaha YFM 550 4x4 Grizzly 2010 Elec/PWR Steering ................ £3850 + VAT
All above machines fully serviced and guaranteed
Kiddies Used Machines
Apache Army 100cc elec start/rev ...................................................£680 inc VAT
Apache in red 100cc elec start  .......................................................£600 inc VAT
Yamaha Breeze 125cc elec start/rev  ...........................................£1,100 inc VAT
All above machines ready to go

Telephone for details to Lachie or Liam
01631 720380 email-keilengines@gmail.com

KEIL ENGINE SERVICES

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd sold 253 cattle at their weekly 
primestock sale at Stirling last 
Thursday when 125 bullocks 
and heifers, 18 young bulls, 18 
OTM cattle and 102 cast cows 
and bulls were sold.

Bullocks averaged 211.5p per 
kg and sold to 228.5p per kg 
(twice), 675kg and 660kg for 
British Blues from Learielaw 
Farm, Broxburn and to £1,669 
for 740kg British Blue from 
Easter Auchtermuthill Farm, 
Muthill.

Heifers averaged 207.5p per kg 
and sold to 239.5p per kg for a 
560kg British Blue from Borlick 
Farm, Aberfeldy and to £1,396  
for a 590kg British Blue, also 
from Borlick.

OTM cattle sold to 190.5p per 
kg for a 690kg Limousin heifer 
from Hilton of Beath Farm, 
Kelty and to £1,526 per head 
for 895kg Shorthorn heifer from 
Templehall Farm, Kirkcaldy.

Cast cows sold to £1305 for a 
Charolais from A MacGregor, 
Allanfauld, Kilsyth and to £1245 
for a Limousin from Templehall.

Aberdeen Angus cross calves 
from Greystale sold to £290 
with Dairy Shorthorn calves 
from Sgriob-ruadh, Mull selling 
to £250.

CROFTERS throughout the west 
coast should now have received 
ballot papers for the forthcoming 
Crofting Commission elections 
and completed papers must be 
posted to reach the returning 

March 15. 
The Scottish Crofting Federa-

tion (SCF) is urging all crofters 
to make sure they use their vote 
and read the instructions on 
the ballot paper regarding the 
‘alternative vote’ system.

SCF Chair Derek Flyn said: ‘It 
is vital to have a good turnout in 
the ballot to ensure that the new 
Commission has not only the 
authority but also the popular 
backing to act in the best inter-
ests of crofting. 

‘The alternative vote system 
will be unfamiliar to some peo-
ple, so it is important to read the 
instructions on the ballot paper 
before casting your vote. 

‘Many excellent candidates 
have come forward and we wish 
them well in this historic elec-
tion that SCF has campaigned 
for over many years.’

DALMALLY            
United Auctions
Bullocks
Galloway:£790, Lochdochart
Limousin:£960, Glenshelloch; 
£850, £830, Tullochan; £780, 
Ardsliginish; £760, Dall; 
£740, Glenshellach; £700, 
Ardsliginish

Croft, Colonsay
Shorthorn: £800 & £790, 
Lochdochart
Simmental: £725, Morenish; 
£705 (7), Blarghour Farm; 
£700, Morenish
Heifers
Limousin:£795, Carnoch, 
Glencoe; £740, Tullochan; 
£725, Ardsliginish; £720, 
Tullochan; £690, Ardsliginish
Simmental: £670 & £650, 
Garvachy
Prices per Kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus: 220p, 
219p & 206p, Glenaros, Mull
Galloway 209p, Lochdochart
Limousin 305p & 289p, 
Ardsliginish; 286p & 272p, 

Glenshellach; 248p, Ardslig-
inish; 247p, Tullochan; 246p, 
Glenshellach.
Luing: 236p, 233p & 226p, 

Shorthorn: 217p & 
206p, Lochdochart
Simmental: 320p & 
306p, Morenish; 244p (7), 
Blarghour
Breeding cattle
In-calf heifers  
£1020, Balephetrish House, 
Tiree (N MacKinnon)
In-calf cows  
£930, £915, £890 & £880, 
Balliemeanach
Sheep
Hoggs  
£75 & £58 Upper Kin-
nechrechkine; £50, Garraron
Eild ewes  
£57 & £44, Garraron
Rams  
£57, High Blantyre Farm

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

Lambs:
TexelX: Pollowick, Cromdale, 
£88; 
BeltexX: Easter Aberchalder, 
Gorthleck, (Ross), £87; 
Cheviot: Achue, Spinningdale, 
£84; 
Suffolk: Muirhead Farmhouse, 
Cromarty, £84; 
SuffolkX: Balmacaan, 
Drumnadrochit, £80; 
Cross: 5 Ordan, Spinningdale, 
£78; 
Zwarble:  Geise, Thurso, £75; 
HalfBred: Buckies, Thurso, 
£73; 
Blackface: Balmacaan, £72.
Ewes:
Texel: Barnyards, £126; 
BeltexX: Easter Aberchalder, 
(Ross), £120; 
Cheviot: Ardjachie, Tain, £119; 
Bleu d’Maine: Tighnahinch, 
Conon Bridge, £110; 
TexelX: Meikle Geddes, Nairn, 
£106; 
Suffolk: Muirhead Farmhouse, 
£104; 
Charmoise: Dunain Mains, 
Inverness, £91; 
Mule: Milton of Culloden, 

Inverness, £90; 
Cross – Brae-edge Farm, 
Castletown, £84; 
Blackface: Milton of Culloden, 
£70.
Wedders: 
Cheviot: The Willows, Elphin, 
£77; 
Cross – Burnside, Isle of Skye, 
£77; 
Kerry: 11/13 Tomich, Beauly, 
£70. 
Rams: 
Texel: Ardjachie, £105; 
Cheviot: Slaggan Croft, £105; 
Bluefaced Leicester: Davidson 
Croft, Heights of Fodderty, 
£89; 
Blackface: Balchraggan, 
Inverness, £74.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kgs Knowe £605, 
Sidehead 245.9p; 
251-300kgs Dykes £750, 
Balafark 260.8p; 
301-350kgs Bangour £855, 
Greenlands 259.7p; 

351-400kgs Dalhanna £1000, 
Carscreugh 259.4p; 
401-450kgs Trowdale £1060, 
238.7p;
451-500kgs Woodlands £1195, 
240.9p; 
501-550kgs Trowdale £1060, 
238.7p; 
551-600kgs Dunglass HF 
£1270, Trowdale 221.2; 
601-650kgs Holmbyre £1360, 
225.9p; 
651-700kgs Ardmarnock 
£1390, 205.3p; 
701kgs+ Armarnock £1610, 
203.5p.
Heifers
Up to 250kgs Dykes £510, 
212.5p; 
251-300kgs Dykes £680, 
Threepwood 229.1p; 
301-350kgs Posso £820, 240.5p; 
351-400kgs Farden £870, 
Carscreugh 234.6p;
401-450kgs Millhill £1050, 
Farden 239.5p; 
451-500kgs Millhill £1200, 
246.4p; 
501-550kgs Dunglass HF 
£1190, 218.3p; 
551-600kgs West Quarter 

£1300, 224.9p; 
601-650kgs Hillhouse £1050, 
169.1p.
OTM Cows
Quixwood (Lim) £1590, 
Hangingshaw 193.3p; West 
Quarter (BB) £1445, 175.4p; 
Pitlochie (BA) £1305, 158.5p; 
Teasses (Sim) £1225, Green-
lands 165.8p; Quixwood (AA) 
£1225, North Carnduff 171.1p; 
Cretlevane (Cha) £1135, 148.2p; 
Laverockhill (BF) £1055, 
139.4p; East Gartmillan (HF) 
£1025, High Branchal 135.4p.
OTM Bulls;
Pitlochie (Sim) £1565, 128.3p; 
Cretlevane (Cha) £1500, 
134.4p; Dunglass HF (AA) 
£1265, 192.8p; Laverockhill 
(Lim) £1015, 188.7p
Native Breed Sale; 
Bullocks 
Woodlands (AA) £1370, 

(BB) £1230, Drumheads 
222.5p; Anston (Sho) £1040, 

Drumboy 227p; Bangour (SD) 

£820, 219.3p; Howslack (LH) 

£390, 162.5p.
Heifers 

218.6p; Porterstown (Sho) 
£970, 220.5p; Porterstown (lui) 
£930, 205.8p; Ancaster Est 
(BB) £890, Drumheads 201.8p; 
Cuttlehill (He) £850, 210.4p; 
Howslack (LH) £460, 176.9p.
Sheep
Hoggets; 
Castlecary (TexX) £70; 
Castlecary (Mul) £69; Low 
Dunasherry (Mul) £67l 
Dullatur (BF) £66; Doune 
of Glendouglas (BF) £63; 
Ballaggan (BF) £62.
Grit ewes; 
Knocklaugh (Mul) £160; 
Croftintygan (Tex) £150; 
Knocklaugh (Mul) £158; 
Knocklaugh (TexX) £156; 
Knocklaugh (TexX) and 
Croftintygan (Mul) £155; 
Wester Hall (BF twins) £148; 
Wester Hall (BF singles) £107.
Gimmers In-lamb; 
Knocklaugh (TexX) £181 and 
£178

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 68 prime cattle at 
1,648 prime sheep at Dingwall 
last Tuesday when trade for 
cattle was virtually unchanged 
on the week while demand for 
lambs increased by almost 2p 
per kilo.

Prime bullocks averaged 
199.7p (-0.1p) and sold to 213p 
per kg for a 675kg Limousin 
cross from Brae-edge Farm, 
Castletown, and £1,529.75 for a 
725kg Limousin cross also from 
Brae-edge Farm.

Prime heifers averaged 200.5p 
(-3.4p) and sold to 225p per kg 
for a 555kg Charolais cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Dingwall, and 
£1,289.05 for a 635kg Limousin 
cross from The Cloy, Fortrose.

Lambs averaged 208.7p (+1.9p) 
and sold to 234.2p per kg for 
38kg Charollais crosses from 

£98 for 44.5kg Beltex crosses 
from Torgorm, Conon Bridge.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts sold 1,899 sheep of all 
classes at Dingwall last Wednes-
day when all classes continued 
to sell extremely well.

Lambs averaged £68.03 and 
sold to £93 for Texels from 
Ravensview, Achterneed.

Ewes averaged £68.02 and 
sold to £131 for Texels from 1 
Broynach, Thurso.

In-lamb ewes sold to £94 
for Cheviots from Blackmuir, 
Heights of Docharty.

Rams and feeding sheep aver-
aged £67.80 and sold to £115 for 
a Cheviot ram from Slaggan 
Croft, Dingwall.

Top price at Dalmally Auction Mart last Saturday was for a black 
Limousin cross bullock from Miss A MacLarty, Glenshellach, Oban 

which sold for £960 16_t10dalmally02

UNITED Auctions sold 1,115 
store cattle at Stirling last 
Wednesday incorporating a sale 
of native breed cattle, 103 cast 
cows and 1,050 store and breed-
ing sheep.

Bullocks averaged 217.18p 
(+0.39p) and sold to 260.8p per 
kg for a 278kg Limousin cross 
from Balafark and £1,610 for 
a 791kg Limousin cross from 
Ardmarnock. 

Heifers averaged 217.18p 
(-0.54p) and sold to 246.4p per 
kg for a 487kg Limousin cross 
from Millhill and £1,300 for 
a 578kg Charolais cross from 
West Quarter, Alyth.

Cast cows averaged 138.29p 
and sold to 193.9p for a Lim-
ousin cross from Hanginshaw 
and £1,590 for a Limousin cross 

from Quixwood.
In-lamb gimmers sold to £181 

and £178 for Texel cross gim-
mers from Knocklaugh, who 
also sold grit Mule ewes to £160 
and £158 and Texel cross grit 
ewes to £156 and £155.

Croftintygan sold Texel grit 
ewes to £150 and Mules to 
£155.

Blackfaces scanned as car-
rying twins sold to £148, and 
with singles to £107, both from 
Wester Hall.

Texel cross hoggs sold to £70 
and Mules to £69, both from 
Castlecary with Low Dunash-
erry selling Mules to £67.

Dullatur, Doune of Glen 
Douglas and Ballaggan sold 
Blackface hoggs to £66, £63 and  
£62 respectively.

UNITED Auctions sold 4,351 
prime sheep including 3,388 
hoggs averaging 196.8p/kg 
(+3.4p on week) and 964 ewes 
and rams at Stirling last Thurs-
day.

Beltex hoggs from Luckenburn 
sold to £104.50 and 238p per kilo 
while  Kerry Cottage sold Texels 
to £100 and 236p per kilo from 
Ballechin.

Auchnacloigh sold Blackfaces 
to £93 and 203p per kilo, while 
Gartvaigh sold Mules to 198p 
per kilo.

Texel ewes from Connachan 
fetched £138.50, with Suffolks 
from Gartvaigh to £130. 

Crofting election 
draws closer

Cattle drovers 
in Skye topic for 
evening in Sleat

Texel ewes sell to 
£131 at Dingwall

Aberfeldy heifers 
to Stirling sale

Market reports

UNITED Auctions held their annual March sale of all classes of 
cattle and sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart last Saturday.  

All classes met a spirited demand and sold to a large following of 
buyers and many more could have been sold to advantage.  

Bullocks sold to average 243.5 per kilo and to a top of 320pence 
per kilo for a pen of Simmental crosses from Morenish Farm, Killin 
and to £960 for 454 kilo Limousin from Glenshellach.  

Heifers sold to average 233.6 per kilo and to a top of 274 pence per 
kilo, also Simmental crosses from Morenish Farm.

Simmental crosses sell to 
320p per kilo at Dalmally

In-lamb gimmers sell to £178 at Stirling

ARGYLL and Bute can now 
claim to be well represented on 
the board of the National Farm-
er’s Union Scotland (NFUS) 
after three farmers were elected 
as directors.

Lachlan Maclean, from 
Calachaig, Gruline, Isle of Mull, 
has replaced Sandy Tulloch as 
chairman of the Less Favoured 
Areas Committee (LFA).

Mr Maclean was previously 
vice-chairman of the LFA but 

his appointment has been hailed 
as an important milestone by 
those in the local farming com-
munity.

Changes
He said: ‘We are in the middle 

of a lot of changes in these areas 
and have managed to achieve a 
lot of progress. 

‘I hope to provide support for 
those in the less favoured areas 
and to make sure we don’t have 
land abandonment and keep 

sheep and cattle on the high 
ground.’

John Smith, from Drumalea, 
Kilkenzie, Campbeltown, has 
also been returned to the board 
as chairman of the Legal and 
Technical Committee.

While John Semple, from 
Ellary Estate, Achahoish, 
Lochgilphead, maintained his 
position as the Regional Board 
Chairman for Argyll and The 
Islands.

Prime sheep trade 
rises again at 
Stirling sale

Demand for prime 
lambs lifts trade at 
Dingwall by 2p per 
kilo on the week

Three farmers represent 
Argyll on NFUS board

SCOTTISH salmon took centre 
stage in Dubai recently as chefs 
from all over the Middle East 
faced off in an international 
culinary competition.

Label Rouge Scottish Salmon 
from Meridian Salmon Group’s 
Poll na Gille farm at Loch Shuna 
near Craobh Haven, Argyll was 
the showpiece seafood product 
in the Emirates Salon Culinaire 
competition.

Mark Warrington, Managing 
Director, said: ‘We are delighted 
to showcase salmon from Loch 
Shuna in an internationally 

‘Chefs are some of our 
strongest supporters and their 
understanding of the quality of 

Middle East.’

at the event showing exports of 
salmon from Scotland to the 
Middle East have increased in 
value by 41.5 per cent during the 
last year, increasing from £7.8 
million in 2010 to £11.04 million 
in 2011. 

Organised by the Emirates 
Culinary Guild, the competition 
attracted 1,300 young chefs from 
the Middle East region.  Over 

Richard Lochhead and Scott Landsburgh promote salmon from Loch Shuna in Dubai

160 chefs competed in the sea-
food class of the competition.

Scott Landsburgh, Chief 
Executive of promotional body 

Scottish Quality Salmon, said: 
‘With exports of both fresh and 
smoked salmon increasing dur-
ing the last year, the Middle East 

is emerging as a fast growing 
market with potential.  This is 
great news for the Argyll and 
Bute economy.’

Argyll salmon on 
the menu in Dubai

Marine Harvest PA Jayne MacKay and farm manager Davy 
Corrigan presented Norma Fraser of Highland Hospice Fort 

William with a cheque for £1,000 last week. The company held a 
salmon barbecue at last October’s shinty/hurling international at 
Inverness between Scotland and Ireland, at which Marine Harvest 
was the main sponsor. Managing director Allan Sutherland then 

doubled the total to £1,000 to give to the charity.

Marine Harvest shinty barbeque 
boosts Highland Hospice funds

-
sentative has warned that Argyll 

be left in the dark after govern-
ment body Marine Scotland 
axed key posts in a revision of its 

The Scottish Government de-
cided not to renew the contracts 
of six regional co-ordinators 
who were previously employed 
as full-time intermediaries 

-
sion-makers.

John Hermse, secretary of the 
Mallaig and North West Fisher-
man’s Association, said the loss 
of the regional co-ordinators 
would damage relations be-

the bureaucracy above them.
‘We’re against the dismissal of 

the co-ordinators,’ Mr Hermse 
said. ‘They (the co-ordinators) 

contact point within the area to 
go to for information about what 
was happening in the general 
management environment. 

‘This was meant to be a bot-
tom-up approach. The implica-

tion was that their contracts 
would be renewed after three 
years.’

A Marine Scotland spokes-
man denied the decision was 
purely a cost-cutting exercise, 
saying the co-ordinators had 
done a valuable job but it was 
now time for ‘a focus on science 
and management data, among 
other things’.

Outgoing IFG co-ordinator for 
the Small Isles and Mull, Dan 
Edwards, suggested the reli-
ance on civil servants to collect 

own problems. 
‘Training courses have been 

put on for Marine Scotland 

they didn’t know how to take 
samples,’ Mr Edwards said. ‘I 

concerned that without the local 
co-ordinators to drive things 
forward the community will be 
impacted upon,’ he added.

Marine Scotland said, the 
IFG structure would soon be 
expanded to cover the whole 
Scottish coastline. 

Marine Scotland axe posts
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Business
POST-devolution regulation for 
business has become ‘burdensome 
or ineffective’, damaging Scotland’s 
economy.

The Federation of Small Businesses 
(FSB) has called for local authorities 
to lead the way and make doing 
business easier as it argues for a new 
regulatory strategy that favours a 
standardised, national approach for 
any new regulation.

The call came ahead of the Scottish 
Government’s promised Better 
Regulation Bill, as detailed in its 
Programme for Government,

Unless, that is, there is an 
overwhelming case for a local 
approach.

Rory MacKail, Argyll and Islands’ 
branch chairman, said: ‘We believe  
Scotland’s approach to regulation is 
hurting the country’s interests.

‘We also believe councils can 
do a lot to help local businesses 
survive and thrive, but they’re 
letting businesses down by failing 
to tackle bad regulatory practice. 
We’ve demonstrated that the same 
problems occur time and again and 
that’s unacceptable at a time when 
we need government at all levels to 
support economic growth.

‘Further, bad regulation and 

bad regulatory regimes hurt the 
smallest and newest businesses 
disproportionately. 

‘While the planned Better 
Regulation Bill will be an opportunity 
to improve things, councils and other 
regulators need to look at their own 
processes and culture now. We need 
our local authority leaders to take 
the bull by the horns and sort this 
out at a local level.’

Small business group calls for change

Customising kayaks and canoes with vinyl graphics has helped 
a Taynuilt artist to be named one of Scotland’s brightest 

young businesswomen. Leonie Woolf of Taynuilt won the Best 
e-Commerce Business award at the annual BT Scotland’s Young 

Entrepreneur Awards after impressing the judges with the 
innovation behind her company, Art and Sea. The awards are 

organised by the Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust (PSYBT) 
to recognise the efforts of those who have benefited from BT 

Scotland funding and gone on to grow their business with the 
help of e-commerce.  The award was presented to Leonie at the 
BT Scotland Young Entrepreneur Awards in Glasgow last week. 

Leonie said: ‘Last year was a great year for us and we promise to 
continue to bring new and exciting things to the paddling world.’

11.1 x 8.1
t10leonie1noCustomising kayaks 

earns Taynuilt’s Art  
and Sea top award

ROYAL Mail’s service to households in 
Argyll and the Hebrides in the run up 
to Christmas was amongst the worst in 
Scotland.

stamp, only 85.3 per cent of those 
homes in the PA postcode received their 
packages on time. In the Hebrides’ HS 

per cent.  
While the Hebrides is exempt from 

the minimum quality standard of 91.5 

delivered the next day, as demanded by 
regulator Ofcom, Argyll is not.

Only mail delivered to Lerwick 

areas, with a 45.9 per cent of packages 
on time rate.  However, Kirkwall, which, 
like the Hebrides and Lerwick, is exempt 
from the minimum quality standard, 
exceeded it with a 91.6 per cent delivery 
success rate.

Those living in the Inverness post 
code area, IV, enjoyed Scotland’s 
highest success rates, with 95.4 per cent 

delivered on time. Paul Kelly, Royal Mail 
director for operations in Scotland, said: 
‘We were pleased to see two of our areas 
– Inverness and Edinburgh – among the 
best in the UK but disappointed that 

pulling down their results. 
‘Our postmen and women remain 

determined to deliver the best possible 
service to our customers.’

Argyll area were drastically affected 
by high winds and ferry cancellations 
during storms throughout November 
and December.

Furthermore, the Greenock area 
– included in the PA postcode region 

delivery points and interruptions to the 
distribution network as a result of road 
closures.

The report shows that 83 of the 118 
postcode areas nationwide either hit 
or exceeded the minimum quality 
standard.

Royal Mail 
fails Argyll 
and islands
‘High winds and ferry 
cancellations affected 
delivery figures’

to export to Russia is being held in Inverness 
today (Thursday).

The half-day event, organised by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise in partnership with 
Scottish Development International, will 
inform businesses how opportunities in the 
Russian market can be realised through the 
Smart Exporter international trade programme.
Experts will provide one to one support and advice 
sessions for businesses at any stage of exporting – 
from those just interested to established exporters.
Advisors include Yuri Andreev, international 

Josi Mathar, marketing manager for Ru Visa, 
Steve Roberts-Mee, head of communications at 
UK Export Finance and David Cant, director of 
Albion Overseas Ltd.

Also presenting is Oliver Platts, sales director 
at Johnstons of Elgin, who will share the compa-

an average of 21 per cent year on year. Increas-
ing consumer appetite for quality services and 
goods make Russia a very attractive target for 
British exports.

Target sectors
Target sectors include food and drink, 

advanced engineering, creative industries, 

in sports and leisure infrastructure could also 

Sochi Winter Olympics.
Laura Robertson of HIE said the Russian 

market is one which could be attractive to many 
businesses in the Highlands and Islands. 

She said: ‘Russia offers opportunities across a 
range of sectors and many Highlands and Islands 

much higher. Food and drink, including whisky 
and seafood, are creating growing Russian inter-
est, as are services for the oil and gas sector and 
tourism.’

Trade with Russia 
promoted at 
Inverness event

A GROUP of young entrepre-
neurs from Oban High School 
have developed a successful 

-
cally sourced materials – and the 
school’s laser engraver.

Young Enterprise group Zenith 
has made serving trays, candle 
holders and ‘bespoke’ cheese 
boards using Easdale slate and 
woodstone from Argyll. Presen-
tation plaques have been made 
using the laser engraver.

The nine-strong team – one of 

two this year from Oban High 
School – is currently preparing 
their presentation for the Argyll 

April 25.
Managing director Rosie 

products at a parents’ night and 

‘Since then we have had stalls 
at Christmas fayres and have 
products at Poppies Garden 
Centre.

thought but we are really chuffed 
with the money we have made.’

Since the group formed in 
September last year, it has made 

A social enterprise arm to the 

to the charity Friends of Pabane, 
which provides aid work in 
Mozambique. Charity member 
David McFarland, of McFarland 
Trading, provides the group’s 
woodstone.

Young Enterprise group Zenith, from Oban High School, with some of their products. 16_t10zenith01

Young entrepreneurs turn their 
hand to slate and woodstone

BUSINESSES in Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles have welcomed news that the 
Scottish Government is to increase 
funding to improve broadband ac-
cess in rural areas.

Finance secretary John Swinney 
has pledged £68million over three 
years to help develop the country’s 
digital infrastructure with the aim of 
assisting economic growth, particu-
larly in rural areas.

Areas which are likely to attract 
less by way of private investment 
are to be prioritised.

Linda Battison of Oban and Lorn 

Tourism Association said: ‘It’s long 
overdue – we can’t compete with 
the rest of Scotland without decent 
quality broadband access. In some 
areas we don’t even have broadband 
access.

‘No one can grow a business when 
you’re restricted by your broadband 
access.

‘Anyone who doesn’t use the 
internet for their business can’t be in 
business frankly.’

Carla Entwistle, who co-runs 
Oran-Na-Mara highland holiday 
cottages near Bunessan on the Isle 

of Mull, emphasised the broadband 
issues faced by those in the more 
outlying areas of the country. 

She said: ‘It is certainly a problem 
because it’s unbelievably slow.’

‘Vital tool’
Highlands and Islands MSP Mike 

Mackenzie said: ‘Improvements 
in internet access speeds to ensure 
competitiveness are a vital tool for 
Scottish business and our economy.

‘The ability to participate in the 
digital economy is an essential 
component both for successful 
businesses and for leisure and those 

improvements will ensure that  Scots 
are enabled to participate wherever 
they are located.’

The proposals are part of the Scot-
tish government’s Infrastructure 
Action Plan, which has the goal of 
ensuring increased broadband speed 

-

The £68 million investment from 
the Scottish Government will be 
split, with £28 million going to the 
rural affairs portfolio and the re-

to local government.

Businesses welcome improved rural broadband

Leonie Woolf of Taynuilt, whose Art and Sea business helped her 
win the Best e-Commerce Business award at the BT Scotland’s 

Young Entrepreneur Awards.

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

Move your property 
to the perfect location

Request your free owner information pack today

Call 0845 268 0556
Or visit: www.letmycottage.co.uk

Our Estate Agent Steven Hornby will be 
visiting Tiree on Wednesday 28th  and 

Thursday 29th March.
If you would like a free market appraisal for 
sale please contact us on 01631 566122.

bellingram.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY 
IN NORTH AYRSHIRE

FOR SALE IN KILWINNING

The Segton Inn * Georgian 

* prominently sited near busy 
road bridge over the River 
Garnock * close to pedestri-
anised town centre and new 
James Watt College * ground 

* owners’  bright, spacious, 

parking for 12 
cars to side * large secluded walled garden to rear [with 
parking for 5 cars].
Kilwinning is a superbly central location * extensive 
road network to the Clyde coast * only half an hour by 
car from Glasgow and Prestwick airports * only half an 
hour by rail from either Glasgow or Ayr.
For further details contact Iain on 01583 441352

FOR SALE
WHISKY MACS

CAMPBELTOWN

Whisky Macs is a very popular bar and is ideally 
located to take advantage of the waterfront 

For further details contact
C & D Mactaggart on 01586 552317.

BUILDING PLOT – ORKNEY
A superb plot of land extending to 1500sqm with outline planning consent for 
one dwelling house.  The plot is on the island of South Ronaldsay, 2.5 miles 
south of the village and ferry port of St Margaret’s Hope.  Mains services are 
nearby, septic tank drainage.  Beautiful uninterrupted country and sea views.
Offers considered over £25,000.00
For full details and photos ring 07833 586343 E: petharper@btinternet.com

THE GREENS,
GLENCRUITTEN OBAN

Available on long let
Luxury Apartment

Unfurnished
With beautiful views over the 

golf course
Two bedrooms(one en-suite)

Separate bathroom
Private Parking

£600 pcm + Bills
No D.S.S.

References required
Tel: 01631 730491
or 07816459503

TO LET

West Coast property service

Croft Road, Oban.
Semi-detached, granite and 
sandstone Victorian villa.

• 3 Bedrooms
• Open views across 

Oban to the bay 
and beyond

• Many original 
decorative features

• Spacious, mature 
garden

Please contact Emma on 07764 531537 
for further information.

Offers over 
£217,500

West Coast property service

Meadows Avenue, 
Campbeltown
Semi-detached three bedroom house 

• Hallway
• Lounge
• New kitchen/diner
• Three double 

bedrooms
• Bathroom with shower

• Full double glazing
• Gas central heating
• Off-street parking
• Low maintenance 

garden

For further details or to arrange a viewing 
please telephone 01586 553960.

Offers around 
£110,000

TO LET

Part Furnished
£250 pcm

Tel:
01397 712227

GROUND 
FOR SALE
VERY SMALL 

PIECE OF GROUND 
USED PREVIOUSLY 

TO HOUSE TWO 
HORSES AND TWO 
FULL SIZED LOOSE 
BOXES PLUS TACK 

ROOM
OFFERS OVER 

£15,000
TEL: 01631 720389

ARGYLL
OTTER FERRY
3 bed unfurnished 

cedar wood bungalow 
on Loch Fyne

Open plan sitting dining area 
with wood burning stove
Tighnabruaich 12 miles, 

Dunoon 24 miles, Glasgow 
airport 1hr 40mins.
Refs ess. Long let

£450 pcm
Tel: 01700 821220

TO LET
MID ARGYLL
Traditional but newly 

appointed one-bedroom 
cottage in courtyard 

setting on private estate, 
unfurnished, no pets, no 
DSS, rent £350 monthly, 
deposit £350.  Apply to 
Box No 78 The Oban 

Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

FOR LEASE
SNACK BAR SITE
GANAVAN SANDS CAR PARK, GANAVAN, OBAN
Offers are invited for the lease of a mobile snack bar site at Ganavan Sands 
Car Park, Ganavan, Oban, over the summer 2012 period.
Offers over £125 per week are invited for the site 
Closing date for offers is Friday 30th March 2012
For further details: Estates Office, Blairvadach, Helensburgh, G84 8ND
Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

AUCTION
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KILMELFORD YACHT HAVEN

Tel: 01852 200248   Fax: 01852 200343

www.kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

Kilmelford, by Oban, Argyll PA34 4XD

info@kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

BOOKINGS NOW BEING 
TAKEN FOR SUMMER

MOORINGS 2012

55 heavy-duty swinging moorings up to 60 
tonnes capacity and 6 alongside berths for 

short stay and loading/unloading.
Repairs and servicing also available.

C. Hodge Fencing

C. Hodge Fencing
Wood fuels also available

(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone: 01631 563271
TRADE AND RETAIL

Make some raised beds 
and plant vegetables
Fence out the Easter
Bunny
Coax the chickens into 
laying again
Tell them it’s spring and 
build them a run
Buy some briquettes 
for when it stops being 
spring again.
Build a bigger wood 
store for next year and 

gates, plan the new deck Fully treated posts, rails, 
wires and decking

We promote sustainable use of energy and local 
energy resources. Contact us for:

• Advice and information on energy efficiency and

renewable energy

• Advice and support to households experiencing

problems with heating bills

• Energy surveys and thermal imaging reports

• Energy Performance Certificates

• Advice on renewable technologies

• Training and short courses  

• Education and awareness in schools, communities

and the workplace

• Affordable insulation schemes

• Project management help and support

ALIenergy, Lorn House, Albany Street,

Oban PA34 4AR; 01631 565183;

enquiries@alienergy.org.uk;  or visit

www.alienergy.org.uk for more information
A company limited by guarantee and recognised as a Scottish Charity SC032495

in a class
of their own

49-51 Stevenson Street, Oban, PA34 5NA

Tel 01631 565411

1st Class training for yet another 
year for the Rutherfords team.
The story so far…
The team went to Edinburgh in February for Wella’s Inspirational 
Night for Trend Vision – a massive competition that Wella run every 
year – and from this Aidan will be entering. So, we have our model 
planned and ready and the photo shoot is booked for Friday.
Wella will be continuing to support the Salon three times a year. The 

techniques and also an amazing new perm that has been launched 
this month.
Toni & Guy will also continue to come to the Salon for a 2 day ad-
vanced cutting course to train every member of staff on their new 
collection that is launched straight after London Fashion Week so we 
get the new trends straight off the catwalk.
Every member of staff will also get an individual training course 
tailored to their needs, 
which has us jetting off 
to different parts of the 
country to get the best 
training possible.
Lastly, the whole team 
are going to Glasgow 
in May for yet another 
photo shoot.
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

CORSA 1.0 

£1175 o.n.o.

MOT to 6 Feb 2013
Just serviced

Tel: 01770 870328

DAIHATSU HIJET,1998 
MPV SIX SEATER

£750

993cc engine. MOT’d till Nov 2012,taxed till end Aug 2012. Handy little run around 
(seats can be taken out to make useful storage space.) Two sliding doors [only one works, 

both need new handles] Windows open with difficulty and need new handles
Tel: 07769563432/01680 300019

I live on Mull and would pay ferry ticket to get vehicle onto mainland.

£800 o.n.o.

Petrol, R Reg, Silver, MOT 
July, 2012, Very Good 

Condition,
Will arrange delivery 

to mainland.
Telephone: 

01951 200223

BMW
ESTATE

WANTED
CARAVAN, 

CAMPERVAN
OR

MOTORHOME

Any make, model 
or condition, 

instant decision 
and payment.

Telephone: 
Billy Stewart on 
07783638067

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc or any 

4 x 4 pickup, 
any condition or 

MOT failure, 
will travel.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 

landrover, Toyota, 
anything consid-
ered.  We also 

buy non runners, 
accident damaged 
and MOT failures, 

instant cash.

Telephone 
01250 884306 or 

mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
ALL TYPES
OF 4 X 4

All types of 
commercial

vehicles, all types 
of plant and 
machinery.

Telephone 
Fort William 

07789428535.

WANTED FOR 
EXPORT

Landcruisers,
Hilux, also 2 
w/d Vauxhall 

Bravos, any 4 x4 
considered old or 
new, running or 
not, immediate 

payment on 
collection.

Telephone: 
07703 490572

WANTED

Motor Homes or 
Caravanettes,

any age or 
condition.

We also buy 
damaged or 
damp ones. 

Instant Cash.

Telephone 
01250 884306 or 

mobile 07885 203020

£4500 + NO VAT o.n.o.

Ex condition, 
taxed and MOT’d, 

88,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01631 563062 or 

07917810236

VOLKSWAGEN
CADDY 2007

VAUXHALL ASTRA SXI
1.6 PETROL (57 PLATE)

£5100 o.n.o.

48,000 miles,
taxed till March 2012, M.O.T till Oct. 2012.

Very good condition

Tel: 07765815982

CARAVANS, 
CAMPERVANS, 

MOTORHOMES, 
ANY YEAR, 

SIZE OR 
CONDITION

CONSIDERED. 

TELEPHONE
07900 882331

WANTED

LANDROVER, FREELANDER FREE 
STYLE 2LTR TD4 07 PLATE

Must sell £7750 o.v.n.o.

Mot March, Tax end August
42,000 miles, Excellent condition

Tel: 01496 850673

BLACK 2010 PLATE 
VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4SRi

£6500 o.n.o.

40,000 miles, excellent condition, full service history

Tel: 07500962665 or 
01631 730413 (after 6pm)

YAMAHA
YZ85BW

£1200

Recent engine rebuild, all riding gear incl. helmet, boots, body 
armour etc.

New plastics and graphics, set of new tyres.

Tel: 07780852263

SILVER 2006 MERCEDES BENZ C180
KOMP. CLASSIC SE A 1796CC AUTOMATIC

A realistic offer of £10,000 secures

Petrol, first reg. 1/09/06, purchased 30/05/07, mileage 32,600, average annual mileage 5,288, 
MOT due in June 2012, taxed until 31st October.

For health reasons I must part with my pride and joy, in immaculate condition.
Service records available.

Tel: 07940 497851 (8am to 8pm).

£4000

07 reg.
Taxed & MOTd Sept 12

F.S.H.
68,000 miles

Telephone: 
07833 208261

SEAT IBIZA
1.4

£1300 o.n.o.

1.9DCI Initial, 03 Reg.
130K, full MOT, full leather, 

new cam belt, 
satnav, cruise control, alloys, 

6 CD player, 
good condition, many extras.

Telephone: 
01546 870240

RENAULT 
LAGUNA

ADRIA MOTORHOME
2.7D

£24,500 o.n.o.

54 plate, 4 berth, fixed bed, f/size fridge, freezer, microwave, 
separate shower cubicle, hot air central heating, new canopy and 

brand new free standing awning. 18,000 miles.

Tel: 01546 600132 

£2950 o.n.o.

Metallic dark blue, auto, 
tax May 2012, MoT July 

2012, 92k miles, full 
grey leather.  Clean and 

straight vehicle.

Telephone: 
01631 567085

1999 (T-PLATE) BMW 
530D SE TOURING

40 FOOT ARTIC TRAILER 
EX FRIDGE UNIT (EMPTY)

£600 o.n.o.

Full width door 2.4m to rear, 
3.5m doors on side, aluminium floor, 
white ply to walls, dry, ideal storage.

Tel: 01631 570060

£3600

7,500mls,
one owner, FSH, six months 

tax, new tyres,
centre stand, full fairing, 

DNA+, Argyll.

Telephone: 
01855 811916 or 
078712760937

SUZUKI GSX650F
2009

£1200 o.n.o.

5 door, petrol, S reg, 
98,000 miles, one owner 

since new, reasonable 
condition for age, taxed 
and MOTd till end July.

Telephone: 
01764 653545

TOYOTA 
RAV 4

ISUZU 4SPORT
PICKUP

£3250

2003 (03), 63,000 Miles, MOT June, 
Aero hardtop, load liner, alloys, good tyres, PAS, A/C, E/W, 

Immobiliser, towbar, private use.

Tel: 01631 555555 (after 6pm)

NISSAN PRIMERA 2.2 
DIESEL SALOON

£1875 o.n.o.

4 DOOR 2002-2003
MOT SEPTEMBER 2012

TAXED MAY 2012, MILEAGE 70,000

Tel: 01770 601279 Mob: 07874 614793

TOYOTA AVENSIS VERSO
2004, 5 DOOR

£3150

MOT end March 2013
110,000 miles, 7 seats, FSH,
One owner, good condition.

Tel: 07837 908479

PEUGEOT
PARTNER VAN

£6300 o.n.o.

WHITE, NEW SEPTEMBER 2010, REMAINDER OF MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY, 
SERVICE HISTORY, RECENT TYRES, REVERSING SENSORS, NOKIA BLUETOOTH CAR KIT, 

PERFECT CONDITION, 37,000 MILES, MUST SELL AS EMIGRATING

Tel: 01397 712659 or 07780 922522

£1300 o.n.o.

02 Plate, 
Taxed & MOTd,

Very Good Condition,
Ideal 1st Car.

Telephone: 
07525088207

PEUGEOT
206

£450

Ideal first bike.

Telephone: 
07796760830

YAMAHA
TTR 90

£1500 Fixed price

V.G.C.
Never used

Telephone: 
07796760830

CRF 100 
HONDA



Thursday 8 March, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19MOTORS/PUBLIC NOTICES

20%

58 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, E-pack, alloys, cruise, black, 25K £12,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL double cab, manual, canopy, leather, Sat Nav, Alloys, Red, 45k £12,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal Double Cab, manual, canopy, sat nav, leather, alloys, met. silver £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Diamond Double Cab, auto, sat nav, heated leather, roller shutter cover, met. grey, 70k miles £10,450
56 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Warrior, Commercial SWB auto, heated leather, multi cd, cruise, black £9,950
58 MITSUBISHI L200, 4LIFE, single cab pickup, epack, air cond, black 40k £9,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, club cab, canopy, E-pack, air con, met.green, 25k £8,950
56 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN EQUIPE Commercial SWB, manual, e/pack alloys, tow bar, met. silver £7,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k £7,950
05 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, double cab pick up, alloys, E-pack, met.black, 80k £5,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW plus, double cab pickup, manual, leather, sunroof, black 30k £13,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA Platinum Double Cab Pick-up, manual, leather, sun roof, black pepper, 58k miles £10,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, Double Cab pickup. Sat. Nav, 6 speed, full spec. leather, black £10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW, double cab pickup, manual, epack, silver, 50k £10,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black £10,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA Outlaw, King Cab Pick-up manual, canopy, alloys, met red £8,450
06 NISSAN PATHFINDER, 5 door Commercial 4WD, rear seats, manual, E/pack, Alloys, white, 80k, Direct NHS £8,750
10 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115hp, LWB, high top vans, SLD, E-pack, CD, plylined white, choice of three From £8950
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB, 13ft, alloy, drop-side, pick up, tail lift, CD, tow bar white £7,950
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCI LWB High top van, panel lined, SLD, white £6,950
56 FORD RANGER, single cab pick up, 2wd E-pack, white, 20k £5,950
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, alloy drop side pick up, fitted tool boxes, white, 55k, choice of 4 from £4,950
59 LANDROVER 110, double cab pick up, 6-speed, manual, canopy, tow-pack, blue 40k £14,950
06 LANDROVER 110 TD5, High Capacity Pickup, Truckman Canopy, White, 100k, £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER , 4 motion van, 4wd, SLD, 6 speed, manual, white, 70k £10,950
58 VW CRAFTER, CR35, TDI, 109 LWB High top van, E/pack white £7,950
56 VW LT35 LWB, High Top Crew Vans SLD, 9 seaters, rear load area, white, 18k miles, choice £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER T32 1.9TDI  LWB High top van, air con, remote locking, white £7,450
54 VOLKSWAGON TRANSPORTER shuttle bus, SWB, twin side doors, E-pack, white, direct nhf £6,950
03 VOLVO FH12 GLOBETROTTER XL unit, 6x2 rear lift, CW, 33ft, tandem axle, flat bed trailer 
with Manitou Fork-Lift brackets. £18,950
06 IVECO 75E, 17 Euro Cargo 7.5 Tonne Econ Drop Side Tipper Body, c/w gritter attachments, 
- snow plough low KMS direct council £9,950
53 ISUZU DF Mega Double Cab Pick-up 2.5 T/D Manual, Side Bars, A-Bar, rear cover, met gold, 60k £3,950
53 NISSAN NAVARA D22 double cab pick-up, air con, load liner, tow bar, Met. Red £3,950
00 JCB 408, articulated loadall, Q hitch bucket, good tyres, direct council, 1,800 hrs £15,950

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
FREEZER VAN IN IMMACULATE CONDITION
08 Fiat Scudo COMF 120 M-Jet SWB, white, 20,000 miles....£8,500 + VAT
61 Renault Clio Pzaz, 1.2, 3dr, Red, Delivery Mileage.........................£9,295
11 Renault Scenic Dyn. TomTom, 1.5 DCI, Blue 11,500 miles ..........£13,295
11 Skoda Octavia 1.6S TDi CR Estate, Blue, 14,500 miles.................£12,650
11 Renault Megane Exp., 1.6, 5dr, Beige. 11,700 miles.....................£10,250
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 1,500 miles ...........................£9,695
59 Renault Twingo GT TCE 100, 3dr, Blue, 27,500 miles.....................£6,750
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles ..........................£9,650
59 Citreon Berlingo VTR 90, 1.6, Beige, 26,700 miles.........................£7,650
09 Renault Kangoo Auth. 1.2, Blue, 12,000 miles ...............................£6,350
58 Renault Laguna Exp DCI 150 Black, 21,000 miles ..........................£8,750
58 Toyota Aygo, 5dr, Silver, 42,500 miles ............................................£5,495
08 Renault Scenic Extreme 1.4, Blue, 39,500 miles...........................................£4,950
57 Renault Megane Dyn. 1.6 Cabriolet, Blue, 53,500 miles .............................£5,650
07 Renault Megane HB GT DCI 150 5 Dr, Black, 23,500 miles .......................£6,750
07 Renault Clio Exp., 1.4, 3Dr, Red 47,000 miles ...............................£4,795
56 Renault Clio Exp. 1.2, 5dr, Silver, 27,800 miles ..............................£4,450
56 Renault Megane Dyn 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, silver ...........................£4,250
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 miles ..................................£4,750
05 Renault Clio Rush 1.2 5Dr, Red, 48,500 miles................................£2,950
54 Renault Megane Estate 1.9 DCi, Blue, 76,000 miles.......................£3,500

COMMERCIALS

08 Renault Master, SWB, white................................................. £8,000 + vat
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver................................. £7,000 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Carnoch Common Grazings 
Committee Meeting

A meeting of the shareholders of Carnoch 
Common Grazings Committee will be held 

at 7.30pm, Thursday 22 March 2012 in 
Glencoe Church Hall for the purpose of 
selecting a new Grazings Committee.

Proposed Assignation 
of a croft

Maryann Macintyre is 
applying to the crofters 
commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy of 
the croft at 8 Cleadale, 
Isle of Eigg, PH42 4RL to 
Kathleen Millar of Howlin 
House, Isle of Eigg PH42 
4RL.
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW .
(e-mail info@crofterscom-
mission.org.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.
Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part 
of an open process and 
will be made available to 
interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of information enquiry.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

12/00571/FUL

12/00576/FUL

12/00622/PIP

12/00637/FUL

Development Address

3 Fife Place
Upper Achintore
Fort William

17 Carn Dearg Road
Claggan
Fort William

Land to North of
Kilchoan House Hotel
Pier Road
Kilchoan

Land at
175 Newton of Ardtoe
Acharacle

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Alterations & extension 
to house

Erection of house

Erection of house

Time period for 
comments

(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

A.G.M.
Oban High School Pipe Band
Monday 26th March 2012 - 7pm
Oban High School, Assembly Hall
All players, parents and interested

 parties welcome.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
MacColl (Appin) Ltd trading as R S MacColl 
and Son of Stalker Cottage, Appin, Argyll 
PA38 4BL
Is applying for a licence to use Stalker 
Cottage, Appin, Argyll as an operating centre 
for 2 goods vehicles and 4 trailers. Owners 
or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations 

House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same time 
send a copy of their representations to the 
applicant at the address given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making Representations 

DECISION ON 
APPLICATION TO CREATE 

A NEW CROFT

Application by Miss Susan L 
Maxwell owner of the holding 

Campbeltown - Approved.
Case No: 5.01.35942

Any party with an interest in 
the application may appeal 
the decision to the Scottish 
Land Court within 42 days.  
Information on how to appeal 
is available from the Crofters 
Commission.

CROFTERS COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NAN 

CROITEARAN
DECROFTING
APPLICATION

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number
*Mrs K E MacDonald
8 Inveroy, Kilmonivaig
0.203 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.37482

Comments can be made to 
the Crofters Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 14 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW info@
crofterscommission.org.uk
Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can be 
expressed in obtaining the 
tenancy of the area subject 
to the application.

SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE
NATIONAL PARKS AND ACCESS 
TO THE COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1949 

(AS AMENDED)
NOTICE is HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Section 
19 (4) of the above Act that by The Rannoch Moor 
Nature Reserve De-Declaration 2012 dated 
22 February 2012 it was confirmed by Scottish 
Natural Heritage that an area of land extending to 
1,499.15 hectares or thereby at Rannoch Moor, 
in the Council Area of Perth and Kinross Council 
is no longer a Nature Reserve with effect from 1 
March 2012.
Certified Copies of the De-Declaration with 
plans annexed have been deposited for public 
inspection free of charge as undernoted and may 
be inspected for a period of one month following 
1 March 2012.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02400/PP Erection of 11 kilowatt wind turbine 
(18.49 metres to hub height).

Arduaine Farm Arduaine 
Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4XQ 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

11/02589/PP Erection of croft house, detached garage, 
installation of septic tank and formation 
of new access.

Land West of Larach Bhan 
Kilchrenan Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

12/00077/PP Enclosure of existing recessed balcony, 
and replacement of existing windows.

9B Quarry Road Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4DP

Oban Area Office

12/00109/PP Erection of 15 kilowatt wind turbine (19 
metres to blade tip).

Middleton Farm Middleton 
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute 
PA77 6XH 

Tiree Area Office

12/00126/PP Erection of dwellinghouse The Old Bothy House 
Ledaig Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA37 1RT 

Sub Post Office Ledaig

12/00256/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse A’Ghlac Mhor Ardtun Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA67 6DN 

Bunessan Post Office

12/00279/PPP Demolition of barns and outbuildings and 
conversion and refurbishment of existing 
steading to form four dwellinghouses.

Barbreck Farm Kilchrenan 
Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1HF 

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

12/00348/PP Alterations to basement drying area, 
erection of new plant room and wood chip 
silo and formation of new delivery lay-by.

1-16 Burnside Court Miller 
Road Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4DL 

Oban Area Office

12/00349/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, detached 
garage and installation of septic tank. 
(amended design to planning consent 
08/00022/DET).

Land North West of 
Bragleenbeg Farm 
Scammadale Kilninver 
Oban Argyll

Oban Area Office

12/00405/PP Erection of croft house and installation 
of septic tank

Land North East of St 
Mary’s Fasnacloich Appin 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office Ledaig

12/00443/PP Installation of micro hydropower scheme Land north west of 
Druimavuic Cottage Appin 
Argyll and Bute PA38 4BQ 

Sub Post Office Ledaig

12/00468/PP Redevelopment of existing dwellinghouse 
(amended design relative to planning 
permission reference 11/01211/PP)

Tigh Beag Vaul Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll and Bute PA77 6TP 

Tiree Area Office

12/00499/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse, detached 
garage and the installation of a septic tank

Lochnabeich House North 
Connel Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA37 1QX

Sub Post Office, Ledaig

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00343/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Garden Ground of Seaview 
House Bruichladdich Isle 
of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA49 7UN 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00447/PP Erection of bonded warehouse Bruichladdich Distillery 
Bruichladdich Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA49 7UN 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
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Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT
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Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public body
responsible for advising Ministers on matters relating
to the natural heritage. The natural environment is a
key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and quality of life. Our job is to
conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable management and to encourage
people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

Technician – Isle of Rum National Nature
Reserve
37 hours a week fixed term until 30 April 2015, with the possibility
of extension or permanency
Starting salary £19,629 per annum
This post is eligible for distant islands allowance and an on 
call allowance
Island of Rum (accommodation will be in a property provided by
the Isle of Rum Community Trust for which you will be responsible
for rent, council tax and fuel)
(Ref: 044-330)
Relocation expenses of up to £5,000 may be available for this post
You will provide skilled technical support for the maintenance and repair of
mechanical resources and services required for the operation of Rum national
nature reserve and services provided to the community. This includes particular
responsibility for the power supply (hydroelectric and diesel generators with
battery inverter system), vehicle fleet and land management equipment.
You must have a relevant City and Guilds/NVQ and post qualification experience
in a related field with a current valid driving licence. You must also have
experience of working on landrovers, tracked and wheeled plant, diesel and
petrol engines, mechanical and hydraulic systems. You must also be able to have
experience in a range of welding techniques and electrical fault finding and
repairs. Finally you must have knowledge of VOSA testing standards and basic
computer literacy.
Closing date: Monday 19 March 2012.

General Assistant (2 posts)
37 hours, plus on call requirement, rolling seasonal contract
Starting salary £13,996, these posts are eligible for distant islands
allowance and an on call allowance
Kinloch Castle, Isle of Rum
(Ref: 044-377 & 044-378)
To provide a quality accommodation and hospitality service to visitors to Rum,
including a welcoming atmosphere and high standard of customer service &
maintaining a clean and safe environment. To assist in managing the historic
building by running tours and ensuring the security of the building and its contents.
You must have experience of customer service with experience of working in a
commercial kitchen environment. You must also have excellent written and oral
communication skills with a good level of numeracy, cash handling experience
and basic computer literacy. You must have a positive, flexible ‘can do’ approach
to work and the ability to relate with confidence to a wide range of visitors.
Finally, you must have a current driving license.
Closing date: Thursday 15 March 2012.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we are
of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply, online. 
Alternatively, call 01463 725182.

snhjobs.co.uk
The North Pier Restaurants

Are looking for two Supervisors and for 
Waiting Staff (Full time & Part time)

Excellent rates of pay and career prospects.
No experience necessary as all training will be given on site.

The ideal candidates will have a passion for the Service Industry.
Tel: 01631 565666 or e-mail info@eeusk.com

Ingeus is an equal 
opportunities 
employer.

Closing date:

Visit our website for more information and to apply:

Dispensary Assistant / 
Pharmacy Technician 

Connel Pharmacy
Full time, permanent, 37.5 hours per 

week Mon-Fri.  £ negotiable depending 
on experience.

General pharmacy duties including 

dispensing medication, stock management 

and dealing with customer enquiries.  

Excellent customer service skills required 

and previous experience in community 

pharmacy preferable.  Minimum 5 Standard 

Grades at level 1–4 or equivalent.

Call 01631 710905 or email 

neil.robinson2@nhs.net to request an 

application pack.  

Closing date 5pm, 30 March 2012, 

interviews will be held w/c 9 April 2012.

Looking for a challenge? 
Want to make a difference?

PART TIME/BANK SUPPORT WORKER VACANCIES 
£6.97 – £7.25 per hour plus holiday pay 

£30.90 sleepover payment
There’s more to support work than you think. We work to help people with a 

-

disabilities and/or mental health needs.

receive the best quality of support available to them. This in turn will assist the 
individuals to reach their full potential and achieve their wants and aspirations.  

check.

Amalgamated Construction Ltd 
The Award Winning Contractor of Choice

Service Technician

Maintenance Business Stream.

audits undertaken by the company and EON to ensure compliance.

Monday 19th March 2012.

Amalgamated Construction Ltd is an Equal Opportunities Employer

Scottish Sea Farms wish to recruit a skilled and adaptable 
person to strengthen our environment team and help us meet 
our commitment to sustainable aquaculture development.

ENVIRONMENT PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR
(Scottish Operations)

Working closely with, and directly supporting the Environment Manager, the 
post will be critical to the success of the company’s ongoing development 
programme.

Educated to degree level in a scientific or environmental discipline, candidates 
are expected to be familiar with the regulatory regimes affecting aquaculture 
and have experience in the Environmental Impact Assessment of aquaculture 
development including the compilation of Environmental Statements.

The successful candidate will enjoy working as part of a team, but must also 
be capable of working without supervision and managing workload effectively. 
Experience in project management and the employment of contractors 
would be a major advantage. They will be practical and computer literate with 
excellent oral and written communication skills. Effective and professional 
liaison with all stakeholders and industry regulatory bodies is a key part of 
this role.

The post is likely to be based at South Shian, near Oban but may require 
short periods working at other company sites - a full clean driving licence is 
therefore essential. An industry-competitive salary and benefits package is 
offered and a relocation package may be available.

Further information and an application pack can be obtained from: 

Claire Scott on 01786 445521 

or email Claire.Scott@scottishseafarms.com

The closing date for applications is Friday 23rd March 2012

Advertising Sales 
Executive

HAVE YOU…
• a lively, outgoing personality?
• enthusiasm and eagerness to succeed? 
• a good, organised work ethic?

• commitment  to customer satisfaction?
if so -  you

• company pension scheme
• life assurance and private medical insurance

ali@obantimes.co.uk

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
FORGED IN 
FIFE – 
Artist David 
Mach on 
his school 
of hard 
knocks
READ...
EIGG’S LONE 
PIPER
Why 
America 
loves our 
deerhounds
THE TITANIC’S SCOTS 
SCAPEGOAT
The year’s best wildlife 
images
CRAPPIT COD & SHEEP HEID - 
SCOTTISH CUISINE RETURNS
Inside Drumlanrig with The 
Duke of Buccleuch
10 OF THE BEST APRIL FOOLS OF ALL TIME

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY... AND RECEIVE 

A FREE BUFFALO LEATHER 
JOURNAL WORTH £25

’S SCOTS

APRIL 2012

CRAPPIT COD AND SHEEP HEID The 

triumphant return of traditional Scottish cuisine

EIGG’S LONE PIPERWHY AMERICA LOVES 
OUR DEERHOUND   THE TITANIC’S SCOTS SCAPEGOATINSIDE DRUMLANRIG WITH

THE DUKE OF BUCCLEUCH 

Plus

THE YEAR’S BEST WILDLIFE IMAGES

10 The greatest April fools ever

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  APRIL 2012. £3.60

OF THE BEST

WINA WEEK AT 

A HIGHLAND  

COTTAGE

FORGED IN FIFE

WINA WEEK IN A HIGHLAND COTTAGE

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Required for 
our busy 

Museum Café

Cook / Manager
Experienced individuals should email 
jobs@kilmartin.org for more details

Remuneration negotiable 
according to experience



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

carpentry & joinery

Ruaraidh Neish: 07821 582742
Ricky Duffy: 07923 223668
Email: tree.monkeys@yahoo.co.uk

All aspects of tree work...
• Felling
• Pruning
• Dismantling
• Windblown
• Tree Removal

Fully Certified and Insured

tree surgeons

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

tree serviceswindow blinds

paino tuner

All types of work carried out, tuning, 
maintenance and valuations on pianos, 

harpsichords and small chamber organs.

Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright
Piano Tuner

storm damage

WEST COAST BUILDERS
Maintenance & Repair

STORM DAMAGE – ALSO INSURANCE QUOTES
Brickwork • Plastering • Slating • Guttering • Roofwork • Extensions 

Renovations • Landscaping / Patios • UPVC Doors

24 Hour Call
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£550

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

T Brown
Breadalbane Street, Oban

P McCuaig
Harbour Street, Tarbert

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB 
You may hand it into 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk

plumbing services

 ANTIQUES AND 

FRITH BRONZE SCULPTURE 
Benjamin the Dog, 10 inches 
tall,  £35 Telephone 07429 
539442 (Oban).
PORTABLE SINGER SEWING 
MACHINE in case c/w 
instructions and attachments, 
very good condition from 
1960/70’s,  £29.99 Telephone 
01631 564578².
RONNIE FORD 
TEXTURESCAPE on wrapped 
canvas. “Petits Tournesois”.  
20cm x 20cm,  £400 o.n.o. 
Telephone 07429 539442 
(Oban).
STRIKING MANTLE CLOCK 

with wind up key. Pendulum 
mechanism,  £30 Telephone 
07429 539442 (Oban).

BABY COT WITH MATTRESS 
selling our baby cot with 
coconut mattress.  In very good 
condition, pet/smoke free. For 
information or photos call or 
email,  £45 Telephone 07516 
989577.
BABY HIGHCHAIR wood, 2 

that a chair and a table,  £30 
Telephone 07858 348134.
CAR SEAT Babystart, Group 
1 2 3 Car Seat, 9-36kg, rarely 
used, excellent condition,  £20 
Telephone 07818 842772.
CAR SEAT Britax Prince, Group 
1 Car Seat, 9-18kg, forward 
facing, 5 point harness, side 
impact, good condition,  £30 
Telephone 07818 842772.
EXCELLENT PRAM Suitable 
from newborn, 4 different 
positioning, rear/front facing, 
great for a boy/girl, comes from 
a smoke and pet free home,  
£29 Telephone 07716 075689.
FOLLOW ME EEYORE walks 
slowly to encourage crawling,  
£10 Telephone 07900 983440.
INFANT BOYS FILA SHOES 
infant size 6, black shoes 
with 2 velcro straps, excellent 
condition hardly used worn on 
smart occasions with jeans 
(Oban),  £5 Telephone 07810 
876042.
MAMAS AND PAPAS HIGH 
CHAIR  folding high chair with 
foot rest. In very good condition, 
pet free/smoke free home.  Real 
bargain! £15 Telephone 07516 
989577.
MOTHERCARE BOOSTER 
SEAT strap to secure to chair, 
3 point safety harness,  £10 
Telephone 07818 842772.
NANIA CAR SEAT used but in 
very good condition, suitable 
with harness 9 - 18kg.  With 
seat belt 15-36kg, for more info 
call,   £15 Telephone 07516 
989577.
NEXT 3-6 MONTHS JACKET 
navy blue jacket with hood, fur 
lined excellent condition (Oban),  
£5 Telephone 07810 876042.
NIKE-AIRMAX TRAINERS 
infant size 6, black with white 
stripe and yellow writing, 
excellent condition only worn 
a few times (Oban),  £10 
Telephone 07810 876042.
PLAY PEN Mothercare, wooden, 
good condition,  £40 Telephone 
07818 842772.
SILVER CROSS 2 IN 1 PRAM 
grey(ish), used but in very good 
condition, all clean and ready 
to have another home,  £49.99 
Telephone 07858 348134.
TUMBLING TIGER does 
handstands and sings,  £10 
Telephone 07900 983440.

MOUNTAIN BIKE a red 18” 
Haro, adjustable seat height & 
handle bars. In good condition. 
I am open to offers,  £49.99 
Telephone 07738 005143.

FOOTBALL ANNUALS Shoot, 
Scorcher, Rangers, Scottish 
Football, News of the World, 
Brian Clough, Match,  £12 
for the lot Telephone 07748 
378114.
OLD ANNUALS Beano, Dandy, 
Beezer, Topper, Sparky,  £10 
for the lot Telephone 07748 
378114.
PREGNANCY BOOK 
conception, pregnancy & 
birth by Dr. Mirian Stoppard. 
hardback rrp £16.99 (Oban),  £5 
Telephone 07810 876042.

3 RADIATORS WHITE single 
panel, side panels +top grill. 
VG condition, 600(h) x 700(w) 
and 600(h) x 1000(w) x 2. 
Collect Taynuilt, will split,  £45 
Telephone 07833 743199.
480 65 X 28 PIRELLI TRACTOR 
Tyre (new), 6ft Ditch cleaning 
Tilt Bucket, Hydrolic Engine 
Hoist, 2.5m Dipper Arm 312 cat,  
£ Telephone 01631 564620 
after 6pm².
BEECH PLANKS several dried 
spalted beech planks roughly 3 
inch thick by 2ft wide by 6ft long 
all waney edge,  £45 Telephone 
07784 030205.
CELOTEX RIGID INSULATION 
BOARD 3 sheets (2.4m x 
1.2m) 70mm foil backed, new 
and unused now surplus to 
requirements, half price,  £45 
Telephone 01852 500365.
DOOR EXTERIOR 
HARDWOOD 76” x 33” door, 
black metal letterbox and door 
handle, 6 glass panes. Buyer 
to collect from Oban,  £30 
Telephone 07760 265050.

DOOR INTERIOR 
HARDWOOD 78” x 32.5”, 15 
glass panes. Buyer to collect 
from Oban,  £20 Telephone 
07760 265050.
DOORS INTERNAL WHITE 
77.5” x 29.5” with 15 glass 
panes and 77.5” x 31.3” with 
15 glass panes, buyer to 
collect from Oban,  £20 each 
Telephone 07760 265050.
INTERNAL DOORS WHITE 
Pair of doors. Approx 198cm(H) 
x 61cm(W) x 3.5cm(D). Good 
condition. Collect Taynuilt,  £20 
Telephone 07833 743199.
PRESSURE  WASHER Karcher 
k1.1 pressure washer new still 
in box, complete with used 
twice, Karcher t racer patio 
and deck attachment,  £49.99 
Telephone 07788 715877.
USED ROOF TILES 
approximately 900 Redland 
Regent tiles in good condition. 
Free to uplift.  Telephone 01631 
710623.
WORK BOOTS new safety 
boots size 9,  £12 Telephone 
07788 715877.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
5 X 400ML WHITE PRIMER 
spray paint aerosols by 
Carplan,  £7.50 Telephone 
01631 564578².
FREELANDER MATS genuine 
Landrover Freelander 2 sets of 
four rubber mats, black,  £45 
Telephone 01586 551309.
PASSAT CARPET MATS set 
of four black carpet mats for 
VW Passat 2006 onwards.  
Unused,  £35 Telephone 01546 
600269.
WHEEL TRIMS, RICHMOND 
DESIGN 13”, Set of 4,  New 
and unused, still boxed. 10 
spoke 5 stud, light grey/silver. 
High impact construction, anti 

07801 352184.

ACCESSORIES
1-2YRS THOMAS BUNDLE 
bn trainers size6, wellies size7, 
waterproof jacket navy, hooded 
dressing gown navy, 3x t-shirts 
1x smart shirt (Oban),  £20 
Telephone 07810 876042.

DELL DIMENSION 4300 
TOWER Computer 1.6 ghz 
processor, 512mb RAM 80gb 
HDD,  £15 ono Telephone 
01586 810457.
SONY PLAYSTATION 2 dance 
mat with game, as new,  £15 
Telephone 01631 720260 or 
07881 503795.

DISHWASHER MIELE 
PREMIER very good condition, 
hardly been used, white,  
£49.99 Telephone 07760 
265050.
ELECTRIC OVEN NEFF very 
good condition, hardly used.  
Black/brown colour.  Buyer 
to collect from Oban,  £49.99 
Telephone 07760 265050.
HOOVER VACUUM Hoover 
sprint vacuum, used twice,  £25 
Telephone 07788 715877.
TUMBLE DRYER ZANUSSI 
Zanussi Condenser Dryer - 
dual temperature TC7102W.  
Very good condition, buyer 
to collect from Oban,  £49.99 
Telephone 07760 265050.
VACUUM CLEANER Russell 
Hobbs Cyclonic cylinder type 
vacuum cleaner.  Nearly new,  
£20 Telephone 07833 164846.
WASHING MACHINE Tricity 
Bendix Washing Machine - 
white - very good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
564598.
WASHING MACHINE MIELE 
Novotronic Premier W800, 
5kg load, very good condition. 
Hardly been used,  £49.99 
Telephone 07760 265050.
WASHING MACHINE ZANUSSI 
Zanussi Jet System 1600 XC6. 
Very good condition, buyer 
to collect from Oban,  £49.99 
Telephone 07760 265050.

GERMAN SHORT HAIR 
POINTER PUPS beautiful home 
reared, 9 weeks old, both parents 
working KC reg, full pedigree, 
liver and white, 5 dogs, 2 bitches,  
£500 Telephone 01387 740575. 

co.uk

EQUESTRIAN
HALF CHAPS Dublin, Size 
children’s medium, purple, 
brand new,  £20 Telephone 
01397 700577².
JUNIOR RIDING HELMETS 
Champion Jockey Plus, Size 
1 (54-55cm), Size 2 (56-
57cm) both as new,  £25 each 
Telephone 01397 700577².
RIDING ANKLE BOOTS Toggi, 
black, size 4, used, but in great 
condition,  £18 Telephone 
01397 700577².

mower for quad or 4x4. Honda 
13 hp, 4ft cut. Very robust, great 
for paddocks, bracken, rough 
ground etc. Minard,  £1400 
Telephone 01546 886275.

 FIREWOOD
SAWDUST FIRE BRIQUETTES 
10 of 15kg bags of compressed 
sawdust briquettes. Ideal 
for multifuel stoves 3X heat 
output of softwood logs,  £40 
Telephone 07988 763254.

 FURNITURE
3 SEATER COUCH & 
ARMCHAIR leather, light 
tan.  3 years old, reasonable 
condition, very comfy,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 562380.
4 PIECE SUITE Good 
condition, red multi coloured 
fabric, 2 x 2 seater sofas, 1 
armchair, 1 footstool. Inveraray 
locality. Buyer uplifts,  £49 
Telephone  07711 303333.
5 SEATER CURVED SOFA
both ends recline, footstool 
with storage, beige material, 
can be viewed on DFS site 

effect and small white stones 
and remote control,  £100 
Telephone 07900 983440.
BOOK SHELVES free-standing 
light wood bookshelves,  £12 
Telephone 07833 164846.
CANE FURNITURE two chairs 

Telephone 01583 431294.
COFFEE TABLE dark brown, 
looks as new,  very cheap, 
not big,  £15 Telephone 07858 
348134.
DARK GREEN HEADBOARD 
lovely velour dark green 
headboard for double bed. 
Hardly used, as new,  £20 
Telephone 01631 562380.
DAY BED Abigail make, almost 
new, in white, free of charge 
to a suitable home. Telephone 
01631 563438.
DINNING TABLE wooden 
dinning room table, with three 
chairs. Can transform to even 

people,  £30 Telephone 07858 
348134.
RESTAURANT DINING 
TABLES 11, solid, very good 
condition, suitable for small 
country house or B & B, 4ft 
x 2ft, £30 each.  Oak corner 
dining unit, seats 6, vg cond, 
£250ono. Telephone 07557 
399806.
SOFA/SETTEE two seater, 
in very good condition, four 
star, loose covers included, 
Kilmelford,  £49.99 Telephone 
01852 200500.
STEP WALL SHELVES 4 step 
shelf unit 33”(L) x  3” (d) light 
wood,  £15 Telephone 07833 
164846.
TALL CORNER SHELF UNIT 
tall light wood corner shelf unit 
with matching small unit. good 
condition. Can sell separately,  
£15 Telephone 07833 164846.

MOUNTFIELD ROTARY 
MOWER Briggs & Stratton 
engine, self propelled, electric 
start if desired, grass box. 
Recently serviced ready to 
go,  £49.99 Telephone 01866 
822597.

FLYMO MOWER electric 
Flymo Micro-Lite.  Nearly 
new - only used twice,  £25 
Telephone 07833 164846.

AIR PURIFIER Bionaire HEPA 

Model BAP 541,  £20 Telephone 
07833164846.
GYM BENCH Sit-up pro-power 
bench.  P279 Argos cat,  £12 
Telephone 07833 164846.
TRAINING BOUNCE BACK 
HURDLES with leather and 
metal, with a pillow for head 
support, very comfy, light 
and easy assembled,  £20 
Telephone 07858 348134.

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC PANEL 
HEATER model number PLX 
075NTI,  £20 Telephone 07584 
660265.
VALOR GAS FIRE Heartbeat 

Doug smooth stone and marble 

place, worth £1800,  £700ono 
Telephone 07769 738479.

SONY 5.1 DIGITAL 
SURROUND Sound HiFi, ideal 
for Cinema Sound.  Comes 
with 5 speakers, triple CD 
player, twin tape deck, radio.  
Great sound,  £49 Telephone 
07584 660265.
WHARFEDALE Micro System. 
CD / cassette / radio plus 
speakers.  As new, little used,  
£15 Telephone 07429 539442 
(Oban).

2 X BRASS CENTRE LIGHT 
FITTING vgc, candle effect, 
£25 each or 2 for £40. 
Telephone 07899 915430.
LARGE CURVED MIRROR 
dark wood, surround unusual,  
£49 Telephone 01546 603281.

BEECH EFFECT COMPUTER 
DESK Argos ‘Malibu’ computer 
desk with 3 shelves and 3 
drawers. Very good condition,  
£15 Telephone 07917 766427.
COMPUTER DESK pine, 
excellent condition h75cm 
w75cm d53cm (Oban),  £5 
Telephone 07810 876042.

CURVED WHITE BATH wider 
at one end, with brass taps and 
wood panel. Would suit small 
area,  £49 Telephone 01546 
603281.

OAK WOOD KITCHEN 
UNIT DOORS used but good 
condition 18 doors in various 
size + 4 drawer fronts, 1 leaded 
glass display + cabinet, 1 open 
end display,  £49.99 Telephone 
07868 481242.

CAMPINGAZ STOVE 1 
Campingaz camping double 
burner and grill, unused and 
still in box. Plus kettle, also 
unused and still in box,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 566896.

PULLETS brown or black or pure 
breed, ducks, geese, feeders, 
drinkers, hen sheds.  Telephone 
01470 572213.

SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography of 
some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for home 

at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

HALLMARK PREMIER BOAT 
TRAILER 10 ft long,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 602715.
MOORING ROPE 2 Mooring 
Ropes.  White 14mm x 20 m.  
Staple Spun mooring rope.  
Spliced and ready for use.  Can 
deliver locally,  £40 Telephone 
01631 567487.

60TH BIRTHDAY VASE mum, 
happy 60th birthday swirl heart 
vase with swarovski crystal, 15-
15-25cm. Brand new, double 
present cost £60. (Oban),  £40 
Telephone 07810 876042.

BT FREELANCE XD1500 
3 cordless handsets and 
answering machine, vgc,  £35 
Telephone 07899 915430.

BASS GUITAR 1978 Fender 
USA Precision, finished in 
sunburst, excellent condition, 
complete with original 
hard Fender case,  £1,350 
Telephone 01866 833338.
BASS PIANO ACCORDION 
Borsini Vienna 374, 96 bass, 
black sparkle finish, full midi, 
perfect working order. Flight 
case with castors,  £2000 
o.v.n.o. Telephone 07751 
181016.
CLASSICAL GUITAR 1980 
Admira Solista, as new 
condition, complete with soft 
case,  £200 Telephone 01866 
833338.

PRESSURE WASHER 
Performance Power Pressure 
Washer. 110 Bar, with hose, 
turbo and adjustable high 
pressure lances and wash 
brush,  £49.99 Telephone 
01866 822597.

LAMINATING Keep your 
important documents 
safe from dust, dirt, tears 
and creases. A4-£2, A3-
£3. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
PARTY INVITES Customised 
to suit any style or occasion, 
come supplied with 
envelopes. 50 invites & 
envelopes for £23.50. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

BLUE ORGAN and blue 
guitar,  £5 Telephone 07900 
983440.

WANTED
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 or 
07787 991636².
WANTED Copper, Brass, 
Lead, Zinc, Stainless Steel, 
All Alloys, All types of Cable, 
Household and Armoured.  
Best prices paid.  Telephone 
07770 724851 or 0800 959 
6483².

PERSONALS

Independent
Candidate

Council Elections
seeks sponsors, 

max £5 if from 
individuals,

all acknowledged.  
George Doyle, 
41 Ellenabeich, 

Easdale.
Telephone 

01852 300338

Bunty McPhail
wishes to thank 

family and 
friends for all 
the cards, gifts 
and donations 

on the occasion 
of her 90th 
Birthday.

Teacher moving to 

area wants to purchase 

privately located, 

residential 4/6 berth 

caravan for permanent 

residence.  

Sea or loch view if 

possible, but not 

essential.  

Telephone 0771 9795784.  
Email: biggmac137@

hotmail.com

Happy 21st 
Birthday

Craig

Lots of Love from
Mum, Dad & Nicola

xxx
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SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 11 March 2012

Lent 3
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist............. 10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion........ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 11 March 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

The Clubhouse 
at Glencruitten

Restaurant & Bar

Available for Private 
Functions

Great Food
Ample Parking

Tel: 01631 562868

PRIVATE
FUNCTIONS

ADVERTISEMENT

Words by the Wayside
‘‘...I have learned in 

whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content.’’

(Philippians 4:11)

The Believer should always be looking to the Lord, 

accepting the day and the hour He gives, not longing, not 

looking, for bright days but using the day He gives as He 

gives it. The desire to enjoy things below must go, because 

of the things above casting everything into the shade. The 

glory of Christ eclipses the most beautiful things here, and 

what once would have awakened sensations of delight 

must now have no charm for us. 

www.wordsbythewayside.co.uk 
Registered Scottish charity SC041290

CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

ENGAGEMENTS

DEATHS
DENISON – Peacefully in 
his sleep after a short illness, 
on Wednesday, February 29, 
2012, Captain Keith Denison 
RN of ‘Allt Fearn’, Laga Bay, 
Glenborrodale.  Beloved 
husband of Evelyn, father 
of Ian and Nick, grandfather 
of Anna and Christopher, 
Andrew and Rory.  Funeral 
service from Acharacle 
Church of Scotland where 
he was an Elder on Saturday, 
March 10, 2012 at 12 
noon, all family and friends 
respectfully invited.
DONN – Peacefully, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on March 3, 2012, 
in her 80th year, Ina, 47 
Longsdale Crescent, Oban, 
wife of the late William, 
mother to Murdo, Ian, 
William and the late James 
and Richard and a loving 
granny and great granny.  
Sorely missed.
KIRSOP - Suddenly 
following a long illness on 
the  March 3, 2012 aged 
56 years, Robert A. Kirsop, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull.
Loving Son, husband, 
Father, Grandfather, Brother, 
Uncle, and Partner. Sadly 
missed by all his family and 
friends. Funeral Service to 
be held at 12.30 on Thursday  
March 8, 2012 at Tobermory 
Parish Church, Thereafter 
to Tobermory Beadoun 
Cemetery.
MACLENNAN – 
Unexpectedly at home 
on March 4, 2012, Katie 
Sarah MacLennan, (nee 
MacKinnon) aged 78 years, 
formerly of Kilkenneth, 
Isle of Tiree, latterly of 33 
Cameron Road, Inverness.  
Beloved wife of Neil, much 
loved mother of Neil, dearly 
loved sister and sister-in-
law of John and Betty.  
Funeral service on Monday, 
March 12, at 12 noon in 
Trinity Church, Huntly 
Place, Inverness, thereafter 
to Kilvean Cemetery.  All 
friends respectfully invited.  
Flowers welcome which 
may be sent to the Funeral 
Directors, John Fraser & 
Son, 17-29 Chapel Street, 
Inverness, IV1 1NA
McMILLAN – Suddenly 
but peacefully, Margaret 
Rankin (nee Ferguson) 
formerly of Balulive Farm, 
Keills, Islay, beloved wife 
of the late Allan and much 
loved mother of Duncan 
and the late John and dearly 
loved grandmother and 
great-granny.  Interred in 
Kilmeny, Islay.
MATTHEWS - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on 1st 
March 2012, in his 81st year, 
William James, (Shane), 
dearly loved husband of 
Pearl, 26 Lorn Avenue, 
Dunollie, Oban, much loved 
dad of Billy, brother of Eric, 
Douglas and the late Alistair, 
Isobel and Harry and brother-
in-law of Margret, Anne and 
Cath.  Sorely missed.
NICOLSON – Peacefully at 
home on Monday, March 5, 
2012, Neil (aged 94 years), 
beloved husband of the late 
Christina, loving father of 
Heather, Neil and Iona, much 
loved grandpa of Fiona and 
Kirsty and great gramps of 
Ian and Andrew.  A service 
will be held in Skelmorlie 
and Wemyss Bay Parish 
Church on Friday, March 
9, at 1pm and thereafter to 
Old Largs Cemetery, Haylie 

only.  Donations, if desired, 
to RNLI.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

CARMICHAEL – Gilbert, 
Ian and their families 
would like to join Elizabeth 
in thanking the friends, 
relatives, people of Ardgour 
and the wider community 
who surrounded them with 
such love and compassion 
following James’s passing.
We would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to the Rev.
Donald McCorkindale for 
his pastoral care and a truly 
comforting and up-lifting 
service. We would also like 
to record our appreciation to 
Ewen of John McLellan & 
Co for his sensitive funeral 
arrangements.
CATTANACH – The 
family of the late Elizabeth 
Cattanach would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their recent sad 
loss. Sincere thanks to 
Duncan MacDonald for 
his comforting service, 
Billy Mc Clymont for 

arrangements and Salen 
Hotel for catering. Specials 
thanks to all the staff at 
Dunaros Care Home and 
Salen Surgery. Finally thank 
you to all who came to pay 
their respects at the church 

and graveside generously 
donating the sum of £450 to 
MacMillan Cancer Support 
(Oban Branch).
FORREST - Following  the 
death of her husband Robert 
on February 18, Belle would 
like to thank most sincerely 
the local police, coastguard 
service and medical staff for 
their help and support. She 
has been overwhelmed by 
the kindness and generosity 
of the people of Islay and 
beyond  and would like to 
thank them for the  cards, 

baking received. Grateful 
thanks also go to all who 
attended the funeral service 
at the Round Church, the 
Rev Dr Rob Barlow for 
his comforting words, 
Hugh Smith for his tribute 
to Robert, organist Jean 
Campbell, piper James 
Carmichael and Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle for  their 
moving rendition of Psalm 
65. Thanks also go to her 
sister Fay and family, the 
undertakers Jean MacAffer 
and Donnie MacKinnon 

services, and to all the others 
who participated including  
neighbours and friends.
McELENEY - Morag 
and family would like to 
thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all their 
kindness by expressions 
of sympathy cards, mass 

baking. To Fr MacKinnon 
and Deacon Stanislavos for 
their help and comforting 
requiem mass, Mike McFall 

the Alexandra Hotel for 
catering, to all staff at Belford 
Hospital and Tweeddale 
Surgery for all their care to 
Hugh over the years and to 
all who attended the funeral 
mass and graveside. The 
sum of £600 was raised for 
Belford Hospital. God bless 
you all.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - In memory of 
Stephen who  passed  away  
March 7, 2006.
 Sadly missed and always 
remembered.
- Mum,Sandy and Bernard.
COUTTS – Treasured 
memories of my dear 
parents, Ishbel, died March 
8, 1992 and Alex who died 
June 17, 1976, my brother 
Alistair who died November 
2, 2007, my aunt Jean died 
October 26, 1988.  Also 
remembering loved ones 
gone before and since.
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Cathie, Inverness.
GALBRAITH - In ever 
loving memory of our dear 
son and brother, Finlay Neil, 
who passed away on March 
5, 2010.
The pain still hurts, the 
memories are still clear, we 
wish in our hearts, that you 
were still here.  You’re not 
just a memory, or part of 
the past, you’ll be loved and 
missed, for as long as life 
lasts.
Always in our thoughts, 
Mum, Dad and Christine
LEITCH – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Myra, mum and grandma 
who died so suddenly on 
March 9, 2005.
In memory of those bygone 
days
When we were young 
together
The family link is broken 
now
But memories live for ever.
- Ivor, Neil, Debbie and 
family.
MACCOLL – In loving 
memory of Dugie who 
died March 2, 2002 dear 
husband, father and 
grandpa.
Sadly missed along life’s 
way
Quietly remembered every 
day
- Margaret and family
MACDONALD – In 
loving memory of my dear 
brother and our uncle Dian, 
who died on March 7, 1977 
and loved ones who have 
passed away before and 
since.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Freena and family, 
Iochdar, Bunessan.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of our parents, 
grandparents and great 
grandparents, Hamish, died 
March 5, 1997 and Mary, 
September 20, 2004.
Death leaves a heartache no 
one can heal
Love leaves a memory no 
one can steal.
- Love from your girls, 
Johan, Annie, Marion and 
families,
Killin, Lawers and Fersit.
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
mother and gran Lottie, who 
passed away at her home 
Sunnyville, Cornaigbeg, 
Tiree on March 9, 1993.
I have lost my soul’s 
companion
A life linked to my own
And day by day I miss you 
more
As I walk through life 
alone
- Her loving husband 
Hugh.
A smile we will always 
remember
A voice we will always 
recall
A memory we will treasure 
forever
Of one who was dear to us 
all.
- Ian, Fiona, Kirsteen and 
Niall.

MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of my dear mum, 
gran and great gran Lottie, 
who passed away March 9, 
1993 at Sunnyville, Tiree.
Your nature was loving and 
giving
Your heart made of pure 
gold
And to us who truly loved 
you
Your memory will never 
grow old.
- Rita and family.
MACLEOD – Though 
absent you are very near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear.
- Johann, Oban x
MACLEOD – God saw that 
you were tired
The cure was not to be
He put his arms around you
And whispered ‘come with 
me’
- Morag, John and family, 
Dalmally.
MACPHAIL – In memory 
of Allan, March 11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen
MACPHAIL – In loving 
memory of my dear nephew 
Allan who passed away 
March 11, 2004.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Auntie Ann
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
son and brother, Fraser, who 
died tragically in an accident 
on March 8, 2002.
In God’s hands but forever 
with us and in our hearts.
- Mum, Dad, Catriona, Niall, 
Ruaridh and Arran.
MACQUARRIE – In 
loving memory of my dear 
husband Ian.
Not just today but every day
In silence I remember.
- Your loving wife Theresa.
MACRAE – Treasured 
memories of Anne (nee 
Macleod) Ullapool and 
formerly Tiree who died on 
March 10, 2011.
Also remembering her 
husband Ken, her brother 

- The Macleod family 
Boswell and Sydney.
MAXWELL – In loving 
memory of Alex a loving 
husband, dad and grandad, 
died March 7, 2009. Also 
remembering my dear aunt 
Annie, died March 16, 
2011.
We miss you in so many 
ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
When old times we do 
recall
It’s then we miss you most 
of all
-Love Margaret and family.
MAXWELL - Forever in 
our thoughts, fantastic dad 
and grandad Alex, taken on 
March 7, 2009.
Miss you everyday.
- Diane and Ryan.
McCRAE - Margaret 
(Daisy), died March 6, 2008 
in Ontario, Canada, wife 
of the late Robert (Bob) 
Nicholson and Joseph 
(Joe) McCrae, darling 
mum of Mairi Morris (née 
Nicholson) and  Margaret 
Vernon (née McCrae).
- Sadly missed by her family 
in Oban, Inveraray, Wales 
and Canada.
McNEILL - Loving 
thoughts of Alasdair, passed 
away on March 7, 2001.
Times goes on but memories 
stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Eleanor and family, 
Colonsay and Oban.
NICHOLSON – In loving 
memory of Jessie who died 
March 11, 2000, wife of the 
late Malcolm.
The day is remembered
And quietly kept
No words are needed
We’ll never forget.
- Inserted by all the 
Nicholson families.
SCOTT - In loving memory 
of my dear husband and dad 
Jimmy, who died on March 
12, 2005.
Sadly missed.
- Jessie and family.
STODDART – In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Isabella Livingston died 
March 11, 1990.
Always in our thoughts
- inserted by family 
Glasgow
SWEENEY – In loving 
memory of our dearest 
mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother Mary who died 
March 9, 2011.
In our thoughts every day. 
- Evan, Helene, Hughie, 
Fiona, Jamie, Eilidh and 
Gavin.
WEATHERALL – In 
loving memory of Jack, who 
died March 6, 2010.
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us every 
day
Unseen, unheard, but always 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear.
- Katie, Anne, Carine and 
family.

BAMBER - MACALPIN
Both families are 

delighted to announce 
the engagement whilst on 
holiday in Australia, of 
Chris, third son of John 
and Margaret Bamber, 
Corrieview, Claggan, 

Fort William to Claire, 
daughter of Hamish 

and Janice MacAlpin, 
Calasona, Onich.

 10 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, March 14, 2002

Discipline 
Traditionally this time of 
year (Lent) is connected 
with giving things up.
Some choose chocolate, 
others sticky cakes. But is 
this really what discipline 
is all about?

Jesus taught that it wasn’t 
the things that we put in 

but the things that came 
out of them – what we say 
and how we say it  – things 

inside.(Matthew 15: 18).
Others think discipline is 

for the young – and moan 
about how little discipline 
there appears to be in 
the schools these days.
Yet anyone training for 
excellence in this year’s 
Olympics will tell you 
that discipline has to be 
self imposed, rather than 

The apostle Paul wrote: 
‘Every athlete exercises 
self-control in all things.
They do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we 
an imperishable. So I do 
not run aimlessly; I do not 
box as one beating the air.
But I discipline my body 
and keep it under control, 
lest after preaching to 
others I myself should be 

Effective discipline must 
always have a goal in mind 
– otherwise we give up 
trying as soon as the going 

That goal, for Jesus’ fol-
lowers, is to be more like 
Him

Thought
for the 
Week

MACQUEEN Bros Chari-
table Trust has announced 
its latest round of grants 
to organisations and clubs 
within the Lorn area.

The list was announced 
at Eadar Glinn Residential 
Home in Oban, where Trust 
representative Gary MacE-
wan handed over a cheque 
for £1,000 towards a recliner 
chair for residents.

Mary Gardiner, unit man-
ager at the home, said: ‘A 
recliner chair is a lot better 
for our residents, who can be 
quite frail, but they are also 
more expensive.

‘We approached the chari-
table trust to see if they could 
help and they responded 

boost to us.’
Other organisations to 

MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust are: Pelandaba 
Orphans; British Legion; 
The Lorn Drama Festival; 
Schools Out, Oban; Oban 
High School; Development 

Gary MacEwan of MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust hands over a cheque for £1,000 to 
Eadar Glinn resident Bridget Johnston, as Bridget’s daughter, Martha, left, and Maimie 

Nicolson, who uncle is resident at the home, look on. 15_t10chair01

Coll (Island of Coll Com-
munity Centre); Stramash 
Social Enterprise; Oban 

School; Dunbeg and Loch-
nell Primary Schools; Oban 
Lorne Rugby Football Club; 
Park Primary School; Luing 

Community Trust; Dunbeg 
Brownies and Rainbows; 
Oban Bowling Club;
Eadar Glinn Residents.

MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust helps the elderly

A KENYAN tea farmer 
arrived at Lochyside RC 
Primary last Thursday to 
praise the school’s role in 
spreading the Fairtrade 
message.

Joseph Cheruiyot, chair-
man of Fintea Growers Co-
operative Union, addressed 
the whole school about the 

importance of Fairtrade and 
how it has helped people in 
his community.

He said: ‘Since we joined 
Fairtrade we have been 
getting a premium rate for 
our tea.

‘It is what we are relying 
on to be able to sell our 
tea.’

Mr Cheruiyot also signed 
a Lochyside RC petition 
to get all schools in the 
Highlands and Islands to 
use Fairtrade products in 
their school canteens.

The Kenyan tea farmer’s 
visit was part of the school’s 
Fairtrade Fortnight pro-
gramme.

 Kenyan tea farmer Joseph Cheruiyot of Fairtrade visited Lochyside  20_f10fairtarde01

Fairtrade message comes to Lochyside

CATHERINE Lamont from 
Oban SWRI enjoyed a relax-
ing facial as part of a ‘Caring 
for the Mature Skin’ on the 
February meeting.

Dawn from Saint Saviour 

facial and hand massage and 
answered skin care questions 
from the audience.  Dawn 
advised daily moisturising 
to ‘keep your skin cells more 
like grapes than raisins’.

competition results were; 
Margaret Devine, gold, 
Anne Malloch, silver, Karen 
Mackie, red.   Anne Malloch 
also got a silver for the ‘Alive 
and Kicking’ photo competi-
tion.

Oban SWRI

CAKE decorating and face-painting for kids were on offer 
during a recent coffee morning at the Kilmore and Oban 
Church of Scotland Centre.

The event which, raised £310 for Happy House Christian 
Pre School, also featured home baking and a white elephant 
stall.

Staff member Sue Rimmer said: ‘We fundraise for 
resources and activities for the children because we are a 
voluntary organisation.’

Coffee morning for Happy House

Sorry Mum, bit late
IN THESE days of dodgy deliver-
ies, it might reassure readers to 
know that the Royal Mail does not 
receive preferential treatment.

A press release from Royal Mail 
urging people to ‘Make Mum feel 
special on Mother’s Day with 
Royal Mail’ was posted on Febru-
ary 26 and arrived at The Oban 
Times on Tuesday March 12.

Mother’s Day was on March 10.

Islanders rise to 
defence of CalMac 
ferry crew
ISLANDERS have risen to the 
defence of their CalMac ferry and 
crew.

Criticism in a national paper after 
the MV Lord of the Isles had to run 
for shelter in the face of a gale and 
took over a day to get from Oban 
to the Western Isles, has stung 

locals. The Sunday sailing from 
Oban was forced to turn and seek 
shelter at Armadale, Skye, when 
weather conditions worsened in 
the Minch.

‘The criticism was very, very 
unfair,’ said Donald J Currie of 
Castlebay, Barra, one of the pas-
sengers on board. ‘I work on the 

boat and let me tell you the master 
and his crew did nothing wrong.’

He added: ‘Getting that boat 
alongside at Armadale was a 
superb piece of seamanship and 
all the crew and the catering staff 
were a credit.’

its passengers to their destination 
late on Monday afternoon.

‘People think the criticism was 
uncalled for,’ said Donald. ‘It was 
gusting up to storm force 10 and 
the master did the right thing.’

Mull and Iona Food 
Festival underway
FOOD, glorious food is top of the 
agenda on the islands of Mull and 
Iona this week as the 2002 food 
festival gets underway.

The 2002 Mull and Iona Food 
Festival will be launched from 
Duart Castle today (Thursday), 
sponsored by Sir Lachlan and 
Lady Mary MacLean, who recog-
nise the importance of the event 
and its impact on developing local 
communities.

The organisations hope that the 

and that it will serve to boost the 
local primary production sector 
and enhance short break tourism 
theme on the islands.

This year there will be a produc-
ers market, food competitions for 
professionals and amateurs alike, 
food demonstrations and a web 
site.

The organisations say that Mull 
and Iona have a range of quality 
healthy products with a variety of 
award winners, locally and nation-
ally and that they would look to 
develop new markets to share the 
taste of Mull and Iona with others.

Kinlochleven’s new 
pint goes down a 
treat
THE NEW Atlas microbrewery in 
Kinlochleven opened its doors to 
the public on Saturday to celebrate 
the start of commercial operations.
The opening also marked the 
end of two months of hard work 
creating a brewery in the former 
Alcan carbon bunker and actually 

It was full house as local people 
and investors turned up to sample 
the two beers already in production 
in the 25 barrel brewery which can 
make up to 7,200 pints per day.

RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF

FRIENDS,
LOCHABER AND
LORN MEETING.
Meeting for Worship 

on the Second Sunday 
of each month.

11am at Port Appin 
Public Hall.

All welcome.
Bring and share meal 

afterwards.

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Last week’s 
solution

Across
7 Just (6)
8 Surprised (6)
9 Remove fat (4)
10 Slap or secretive payment (8)
11 Man of eminence (7)
13 Perhaps able (5)
15 Steep sided, flat topped hill (5)
17 Energy derived from vegetable matter (7)
20 Alongside (8)
21 Loathsome creature? (4)
22 Bottle for perfume (6)
23 Backside (6)

Down
1 One who attracts customers loudly (6)
2 Light supporter? (4)
3 Call for sleep (3-4)
4 Opening egg? (5)
5 Place to clean up (8)
6 Yellow flowered feathery plant used as 

flavouring (6)
12 Seed-opening bird? (8)
14 What once was (7)
16 Excessively (6)
18 Position (6)
19 Years before adulthood (5)
21 Push behind (4)
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SHINTY

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Major shocks in 
opening games of 
new shinty season
Both Newtonmore and Kingussie lose 
and Bute draw with Fort William

Good weather and a full turnout at Oban Express Primary Football League

(all throw-ups 2.30 unless 
stated)

Orion Group Premiership
Bute v Newtonmore
Billy Wotherspoon.  
Glenurquhart v Inveraray
Evan MacRae  
Kilmallie v Lovat
Robert Baxter 
Kinlochshiel v Fort William
Graham Irving  
Kingussie v Kyles Athletic
David Mitchell 

Marine Harvest North
Division 1
Beauly v Lochcarron
Deek Cameron 
Lochaber v Skye
Daniel MacRae
Strathglass v Inverness
John MacLeod

Marine Harvest North
Division 2
Aberdeen Uni v Kingussie
John Matheson 
Fort William v Kinlochshiel
Ted McDonald  
Glengarry v Glenurquhart
Graham Cameron
Newtonmore v Lochaber
Graeme MacMillan  
Skye v Lovat
Innes Wood  

Marine Harvest North
Division 3
Boleskine v Strathglass
John Sloggie  
Caberfeidh v Lewis Camanachd
Callum Duff  
Inverness v Beauly
Robert Morrison
Lochcarron v Lochbroom
Donald MacRae 
Strathspey v Kilmallie
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest South
Division 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Taynuilt
Colin MacDonald
Glenorchy v Kilmory
Dunkie Kerr
Oban Camanachd v Aberdour
Iain Kennedy  
Strachur v Oban Celtic
Gus Campbell

Marine Harvest South
Division 2
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic
Ewen MacDonald
Ardnamurchan v Tayforth
Dougie Cameron
Ballachulish v Bute
Lachie Wood
Match at Taynuilt  
Col Glen v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Euan Pearson  
Inveraray v Lochside Rovers 
Douglas Ferguson

Orion Group Premiership
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic
Postponed 
Kingussie 3, Kinlochshiel 5.
Fort William 1, Bute 1.
Glenurquhart 3, Kilmallie 2.
Newtonmore 1, Lovat 3.

Marine Harvest North
Division 1
Lochcarron 1, Lochaber 1.
Caberfeidh 3, Skye 4.
Inverness 1, Beauly 3.  

Marine Harvest North
Division 2
Lovat 1, Newtonmore 4.
Skye 3, Glenurquhart 0.
Glengarry 1, Aberdeen Uni 0.
Lochaber 1, Fort William 0.
Kingussie 3, Kinlochshiel 4.

Marine Harvest North
Division 3
Strathspey 1, Strathglass 3.
Beauly 5, Lochcarron 0.
Boleskine 0, Inverness 0.
Kilmallie 2, Caberfeidh 0.
Lochbroom 4, Lewis Cam 2.

Marine Harvest South
Division 1
Aberdour 1, Kilmory 6.
Oban Celtic 1, Glenorchy 2.
Strachur 0, Glasgow MA 1.
Taynuilt 0, Oban Camanachd 3.

Marine Harvest South
Division 2
Glasgow MA 1, Inveraray 3.
Lochside Rvrs 3, Kyles Ath 2.
Tayforth 2, Aberdour 0.
Ballachulish 1, Ardnamurchan 0.
Col Glen 3, Bute 1.

Results
Saturday 3 March

Fixtures
Saturday 10 March

BOTH the senior and junior sides of the Oban Express Primary 
Football League met up at the Community Pitch on Sunday on a 
bright sunny morning for once, which meant a full turnout from all 
the players and all 16 teams well represented.

eased them through but the young Saints stuck to their task and were 
rewarded right at the end with a consolation goal from Jude Bain.  

Thistle to get them back on track and restore some pride.

the All Stars who welcomed debutant Darren Van Der Meer.  The 
All Stars show a great attitude to playing every week and show all 
that is good about the Sunday League in providing a team that all 
comers can play and enjoy football and they started this match well 

the match and found the opener from Lewis Campbell then Lennon 

win.
The game of the day was their last match against Lochgilphead 

Red Star who went in front with a Jake Young strike but the 02s 
started to push on and found an equaliser when Euan Logan side 
stepped a tackle and curled into the top corner.  The second half 
saw both sides push for the winner and with time running out the 
Lochgilphead side struck through Ian Munro who unleashed a long 
range effort that looped into the roof of the net.

Red Star had earlier opened their day with a loss against Lochnell 
who had Stewart McAllister, Sandy Bevington and Sean Gordon 

complete score reversal against the All Stars with Jake Young net-

The Scorpions from Lochgilphead enjoyed a good day, which 

started with a cracking match against Saints 03 where Cameron 
Williamson helped himself to a hat trick. However the 03s Lennon 
MacKechnie put in a solid performence and they were rewarded with 
a James Beaton counter.  Scorpions played Jags next and opened the 

Finlay but the Jags equalised late in the game with a Jordan McKay 
effort. 

Despite this set back the Scorpions dusted themselves down with a 
win over Tralee which saw Cameron Williamson on target yet again 
with four to make it eight goals in three matches for the youngster.

A good day for the Galaxy started with an impressive win over 
Tralee with Struan MacDonald and Ellis Hunter scoring without 
reply and a good win over the Wasps with Kenny Gray grabbing 

it three out of three and could only manage a goalless draw against 
Saints 03 who had an outstanding performance from Ross Campbell 
at the back. However Galaxy had completed their matches without 

conceding a goal, which is no mean achievement.
The 03 lads picked up a win over Wasps with Garry McIvor, James 

Beaton and Connor Moore on target and the Jags went one better 
with Ben Smith and Finbar Dunne amongst their scorers. The Jags 
also enjoyed a win over Tralee with Mark McKnight scoring and 

Their stable mates Thistle opened with a great one nil win over 
All Stars with Kier McLean scoring then followed that with an even 
better performance against Lochnell with Oran Bryce claiming the 
winner with a cool side foot into the corner and only the width of the 
cross bar prevented Cameron Hill’s long range drive from doubling 
the advantage.

Once again the teams will all gather next week at the High School 
hoping for more of the same.

Glenorchy’s John Sartain shields the ball from Oban Celtic’s Iain MacKechnie during the South 
Division One game held at Mossfield last Saturday. Photo: John MacTavish

 Fort forward Daniel Stewart battles the weather and Bute
defender Brian Liddle to get a shot away during a 1-1 draw 
between the sides at Black Parks, Inverlochy on Saturday. 

20_f10shinty01

KINLOCHSHIEL will seek to 
claim their secong major scalp in 
as many weeks when Fort Wil-
liam – pitch conditions permit-
ting – visit Kirkton on Saturday 
in the Orion Group Premiership.

‘Shiel stunned the shinty 
world when they put Kingussie 
to the sword 5-3 at the Dell in 
the season’s opener, courtesy 
of a Finlay MacRae second half 

MacDonald double.
Coach Johnston Gill’s im-

mediate job now, though, is 
dampening down expectations 
in Lochalsh as his side sit top of 

matches.
Desperate that ‘Shiel suffer 

no break in the their schedule 
to ensure continuity of form and 
match readiness – vital qualities 
required for the long season 
ahead - Gill is ready to play 
anywhere.

The Dell’s wide open spaces 
are a world away from Kirkton’s 
sloping, tight pitch, and there’s 
little doubt big, level grounds 
suit ‘Shiel’s expansive style 
much better that their own back 
yard’s limited acres.

-
prone Kirkton and Black Parks 
– Fort’s temporary home – could 
both be out of commission, rais-
ing the possibility that a third, 
neutral venue could come into 

gets played.
Gill told the Oban Times: ‘We 

have to keep our feet on the 
ground. Catching teams cold in 

always be a bit of a lottery.

very good, and we matched 
Kingussie in that. We had to dig 
deep at times defensive wise and 

so I was very pleased with the 
performance.’

He added: ‘As far as I know 
everybody is available against 
Fort William. Duncan ‘Ach’ 
MacRae turned in a great 
performance against Kingussie, 
but we also have John MacRae 
back at full centre – so I have 
some thinking to do. If we get 
one point I’ll be pleased – if we 
get two, I’ll be delighted.’

Reigning premier league and 
Camanachd Cup champions 
NEWTONMORE will look to 
atone for last weekend’s surprise 
3-1 defeat to Lovat when they 
play Bute this Saturday. 

The ‘More were missing key 
players Danny MacRae, Fraser 
Mackintosh and Jamie Robinson 

through injury last weekend, and 
MacArthur said he was unsure 

action for the long trip south.
He told The Oban Times: 

‘We’re still struggling with inju-
ries, but we’ve got to get a win. I 
don’t think anyone will runaway 
with the league this year, I think 
everyone will drop points along 
the way.’

Lovat shocked The Eilan crowd 
by taking a three-goal lead after 
just 26 minutes through a Greg 
Matheson hat trick. ‘More had 
plenty of the ball but couldn’t 

Grieve put the ball into his own 
net in the last minute.

‘We got caught cold,’ 
MacArthur said. ‘We had no 
friendlies or pre-season really, 
and not being able to train outside 
has been a problem. They got the 
goals early in the game and we 
just weren’t able to hit back. We 
dominated the second half but 
we just couldn’t breakthrough.’

KINGUSSIE will be look-
ing to bounce back from last 
weekend’s shock 5-3 loss to 
Kinlochshiel when they take on 
Kyles Athletic at The Dell on 
Saturday.

Manager Steven Borthwick 
said his side would travel south 
looking to get the two points to 
kick start their season.

He said: ‘That result has put a 
lot of pressure on us now. If we 
don’t get two points on Saturday, 
we have to go away to Fort Wil-
liam the following weekend and 
try and get two points, so it’s not 
easy for us.

‘We were playing some good 
stuff in pre-season and against 
Kinlochshiel, so hopefully we 
can get a result.’

Kings fell behind after just 
three minutes last weekend, 
but quickly hit back and found 
themselves 2-1 through Martin 
and Barrie Dallas. ‘Shiel equal-
ised after 35 minutes before a 

MacRae shocked The Dell. Ryan 
Borthwick pulled one back for 
the hosts in the 67th minute but 
Kings were unable to complete 
the comeback.

Borthwick said: ‘It was a game 
we should have won really. We 
got caught cold with their goal 
right at the start. We had plenty 
of the ball but they hit us with 
three goals at the start of the 
second half.’

LOVAT make the trip to Kil-
mallie on Saturday brimming 

champions Newtonmore 3-1 last 
weekend.

League form last season 
indicates a close match could 
be in prospect – Kilmallie won 
2-1 at Balgate Park, but Lovat 
prevailed 3-2 at Canal Parks 

however, handed Lovat a 6-2 
beating in the Camanachd Cup 

Lovat coach Allan MacRae 
reports no casualties from the 
shock victory at The Eilan, and 
should have a full squad at his 
disposal.

‘We have a few other guys 
to come back and we have no 
injury doubts,’ he told The Oban 
Times. ‘Canal Parks is always a 
hard place to go to, Kilmallie are 
very resilient down there.

‘To be honest, we will just be 
starting all over again on Satur-
day. We will just have to dig in 
and give it our best. Kilmallie 
gave us a bit of a drubbing in 
the cup, which shows what they 
have got in their locker.’

Lovat’s ace in the pack could 
be Greg Matheson, whose 
smartly-taken hat-trick ensured 
his side came away from The 
Eilan with full points.

KILMALLIE
they will sharpen up their act for 

Canal Parks on Saturday after 
last weekend’s narrow 3-2 loss at 
Glenurquhart.

The Blues will be bouyed by the 

game of his suspension from last 
season at Glens and is expected 
to take his place up front beside 
Liam MacDonald, whose two 
goals were not enough to prevent 
defeat in Kilmallie’s opening 

The club’s entire pre-season 
programme was wiped out by 
the weather – and the lack of a 
cutting edge showed.

Club chairman Hugh MacIn-
tyre told The Oban Times: ‘We 
did quite well to get back to 2-2, 
but they scored 20 minutes from 
the end and we couldn’t manage 
an equaliser.

‘We had chances to score but 
we did not take them, the boys 
were a bit rusty and short of 
match practice. Their hitting and 
shooting was not as good as it 
could have been, but they were 
needing that game and will be up 
to speed on Saturday I’m sure.

‘Lovat had a good result last 
week, so we can’t take any 
chances with them.

‘We beat them up there in the 
league last season, but then they 
came down here and beat us - so 
it should be a good, close game. 
As far as I am aware, all the boys 

FORT WILLIAM make the 
long trip to Lochalsh to face 
a Kinlochshiel side brimming 

opponents’ stunning 5-3 win at 
Kingussie last weekend.

Peter MacIntyre’s men had to 
come from a goal down against 
league newcomers Bute to notch 

lashed Black Parks – but ‘Shiel 
are likely to provide a challenge 
of a different order.

MacIntyre told The Oban 
-

ing after that result last weekend 
and will be on a massive high.

‘It is a hard place to go to under 
any circumstances and it will be 

will just go up there and give it 
our best shot.’

Against Bute, Bryan Simpson 
hauled his side level six minutes 
after Bute took the lead early in 
the second half.

MacPhee, who is only 15, and 

18 year-old Mark Grant in the 
line-up.

‘They both played very well,’ 
MacIntyre said. ‘It’s good to 
see the young guys coming 
through.’

Fort will be missing Gary 
Innes for the ‘Shiel clash, but 
defender Liam MacIntyre will 
be available.

GLENURQUHART will play 
their second home game in a row 
when they welcome Inveraray to 
Blairbeg Park on Saturday.

Manager Fraser MacKenzie 
told The Oban Times he knew 
what to expect from the Argyll 
side.

He said: ‘Myself and Drew 
[McNeill] know Inveraray, we’ve 
played them so many times in 
the last few years. They’ve not 
changed much although they are 
bringing through a number of 
younger players.

‘They’ve still got a big scoring 
threat – Gary MacPherson is one 
of the best half forwards in the 
game. It all depends on how they 
travel I suppose.’

The Glen managed a 3-2 
victory against Kilmallie in 
Drumnadrochit last weekend 
despite missing Neal Reid, Billy 
Urquhart and Ruaraidh Cameron 
through injury.

John Barr opened the scoring 
in the fourth minute before Kil-
mallie equalised. Fraser Heath 
added a second before half time, 
but Kilmallie again fought back 
to level. Eddie Tembo grabbed 
the winner with 18 minutes to 
go.

MacKenzie said: ‘It was a very 
close game, it could have gone 
either way. We’re happy that we 
were able to play well short of 
our capabilities and still get the 
win.’

LOCHABER will play host to 
Skye Camanachd this Saturday 

win in the 2012 Marine Harvest 
North Division One season.

The Spean Bridge side, one 
of the favourites for promotion, 
drew 1-1 away to Lochcarron 
last weekend, and manager 
Michael Delaney will be looking 
to build on that result with a win 
against Skye. 

Lochaber took an early lead 
through Shaun Nicholson who 
netted in the eighth minute at 
Battery Park. 

Lochcarron managed to pull 
a goal back 10 minutes into the 
second half, and although both 
sides had chances to take the 
win, they had to settle for a share 
of the spoils.

SKYE CAMANACHD travel 
to Lochaber on Saturday after 
posting one of the season’s great 
comebacks last weekend – and 
we’re only one game in.

Coach Willie MacRae watched 
in amazement as his side came 
back from the dead at Caberfeidh 
to score four in the last 25 min-

sparking hopes that promotion 
is a realistic prospect after last 
year’s Jekyll and Hyde season.

He should have the same squad 
available this weekend, but Mac-
Rae will caution his troops they 
must be competitive from the 
start against Lochaber to avoid 
leaving themselves another 
mountain to climb.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It 
will be interesting to see how 
the boys turn up for this one. 
We have to show up from the 
start and not leave it to the last 
20 minutes like we did against 
Cabers – and that’s what I’ll be 
telling them.’

As MacRae explained last 

advance of where they were this 
time last year – a fact proved by 

Darryl MacIntosh’s goal on 
65 minutes cut Cabers’ lead to 

Jordan Murchison, Danny Mor-
rison and Ian Nicolson carved 
out an unlikely 4-3 win.

‘It was amazing, quite a turna-
round,’ MacRae said. ‘They are 

for 90 minutes.
‘Even at 3-0 down we had 

them under pressure and all we 

LOCHCARRON travel north 
to tackle Beauly this Saturday 
with manager Andrew MacKen-
zie taking positives from last 
weekend’s draw with Lochaber 
at Battery Park.

Beauly recorded a 3-1 win 
away to Inverness last Saturday, 
but MacKenzie told The Oban 
Times that result would not af-
fect his preparations. 

He said: ‘You can’t read too 
much into their result at the 
weekend. They’ve got a strong 
centre line, so if we can match 
that I think we’ll do okay. If we 
can lift a point, or points, out 
of the game then that would be 
great.’

Full backs Ross Mathieson 
and Alan MacKay both missed 
the Lochaber game through 
injury. MacKay may return this 
weekend but Mathieson is likely 
to miss out again.

The home side fell behind early 
on through a Shaun Nicholson 
goal, but a strike from Kieran 
Murray in the 56th minute was 
enough to earn them a point.

MacKenzie said: ‘Alan Mac-
Kenzie played at full back and 
was exceptional, so he’ll be in 
there again this weekend.

‘We could have snatched a 
win; we had plenty of chances in 
the second half. But a draw is not 
too bad.’

BUTE manager Barry Martin 
was one man who wasn’t sur-
prised by his newly-promoted 
side’s 1-1 draw with Fort Wil-
liam last Saturday.

And the islanders will be host-
ing Newtonmore this Saturday 

-
dent mood.

Barry said: ‘We would like 
to play at The Meadows this 
Saturday but whether the pitch 
will be playable is in the laps of 
the gods.

‘The Fort William result 
was an ideal start and we are 
expecting a close game against 
Newtonmore, like it always is.

‘I had a feeling we could get 
something from the Fort William 
game because we’ve had close 
games in the past and they have 
lost a few experienced players.’

Asked is he thought last week’s 
draw, which came courtesy of 
a Robert Walker goal, was a 

surprise result, Barry replied: 
‘This will be a very tight league 
and I think the form book is out 
the window.’

Having spent a season in South 
Division One, Bute are keen 
to establish themselves in the 
premier league. Youngsters such 
as Scotland under-21 Leighton 
Reid were given their chance last 
year and as a result have adapted 
well to life in the Orion Group 
Premiership. 

Barry added: ‘Sometimes, like 
we did last season, you have to 
go backwards to go forwards 
again.’

KYLES ATHLETIC secured a 
mid-table position in the Orion 
Group Premiership without 
swinging a caman after their 
derby with Inveraray was post-
poned because of a waterlogged 
pitch.

But trainer James Perlich 
denied opening day defeats for 
rivals Kingussie and Newton-
more gave last year’s runners-up 
an early season advantage. 

‘Every team in this division 
has been working hard off the 

don’t think there will be much in 
it this year.

‘The fact Newtonmore and 

doesn’t mean anything.’
Kyles travel to Kingussie on 

Saturday with David Zavaroni 
back in action but Donald Irvine 
joins the growing injury list with 
an ankle problem.

INVERARAY manager John 
Smylie hopes to arrest a series of 
poor results in Drumnadrochit 
this Saturday.

The Royal Burgh played at 
Glenurquhart with weakened 
teams over the past few years, 
with the manager himself turn-
ing out on the last two visits.

But despite having Russell 
McKinlay ruled out for the 
match, John believes he’ll have 
a squad strong enough to chal-
lenge the on-form Glen.

He added: ‘We have not played 
well up there for a long time and 
last season we lost 4-1. If I can 
get a good squad together we’ll 
hopefully do something about 
that.’

OBAN CAMANACHD believe 

be the telling factors this week-
end against Aberdour in what 
should be a comfortable victory 

However, after meeting a stub-
born Taynuilt side last weekend, 
the Oban team are taking noth-
ing for granted. 

‘We understand we cannot go 
into the match expecting to win 
as Aberdour are a decent team,’ 
said manager Diarmid MacMil-
lan. 

‘We will have to put the ball 

are to take both points.’
Four players missing for the 

Taynuilt game are also due to 
return to the side.

Diarmid said he was pleased 
with the performance last 
weekend of young goalkeeper 
Robert Dunnings, who made 
some excellent stops after Scott 
MacMillan had put the visitors 
in front from the penalty spot on 
the half-hour mark.

With minutes left on the clock 
Ian ‘Scally’ MacMillan went 
on a long run and volleyed the 
ball into the top corner to make 
it 2-0 Camanachd, then Aidan 
MacIntyre ran onto a pass from 
Scally to drill the ball home and 

TAYNUILT’S defeat to Oban 
Camanachd was closer than the 
scoreline suggested after the 
visitors scored two goals in the 

goalkeeper Robert Dunnings to 
thank on more than one occa-
sion.

Taynuilt manager Davy 
Thomson praised his side’s 
commitment, although he was 
disappointed with the result.

‘It was a great game and the 
boys played really well. If we 
play like that every week, we can 
fear nobody.

‘Their goalkeeper was their 
best player, which tells its own 
story, and their second and third 
goals went in when we were 
pushing for the equaliser.’

-
tinues for Taynuilt, who travel to 
take on Glasgow Mid Argyll this 
Saturday.

OBAN CELTIC’S Davie 
Hamilton believes his side were 
unlucky not to get a draw against 
Glenorchy after taking the lead 
through Kenny Wotherspoon.

He said: ‘We had chances and I 
was disappointed we didn’t take 
anything from the game. I think 
they were fortunate to get the 
two points; a draw would have 
been a fairer result.’

Teenager Andrew MacDonald 
played a large part of the game 
after coming on as an early in-
jury replacement and his prom-
ising debut will have put him 
in contention for a start against 
Strachur next week.

Davie added: ‘We should be 
looking to get something from 
the game on Saturday and 
we will hopefully have a full 
squad.’

GLENORCHY’S victory over 

for a year.
Two goals from Alex 

MacPherson, who missed much 
of last season through injury, 
was enough to secure a 2-1 win 
in Oban.

This weekend the Dalmally 
men have a home match against 
Kilmory.
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INDOOR FOOTBALL

Tight at the top in 
indoor league

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Team           P  W   D  L  Pts
Trialists           6    6    0   0   18    
Taynuilt           6    6    0   1   18
Emergency         7    4    1   2  13
Seil                     7    4    0   3  12 
Spartak               8    4    0   4  12
WC Massive       7    3    0   4    9
Teachers             7    2    1   4    7   
Hydro           8    1    1   6    4
STC                    8    0    1   7    1

Saints youths - 
results and fixtures

Results: Spartak 7, Teachers 3;
Hydro 4, Sail Trim Coach 4.

LAST weekend’s results:
Drumchapel United 5, Under
13s 1. Saints scorer was Jay
Cooper.
Under 14s 2, Goldenhill 0.
Netting for the Oban side
were Jamie MacPherson from
the penalty spot and Louis
McGuire.
EDFC United 2, Under 15s 2.

Matty Kelly (2). Saints won the
penalty shoot-out 6-5
  Under 16s v Strathleven
postponed.

13s no game; Milngavie v
Under 14s; Under 15s no game;
Under 16s v Strathleven.

GOLF

Taynuilt reach

West of Scotland Cup
4th Round

Knockentiber 2

THE question everybody who
watched this game will be ask-
ing is - how on earth did Saints
lose this match? The Oban side
dominated for long periods and
were by far the better team. This
was a case of snatching defeat
from the jaws of victory.

Knockentiber, former winners
of the Scottish and West Cups
have a reputation as being one
of the top amateur teams in the
country, but Saints made them
look very ordinary in this game.

Manager Iain Jackson named
the same starting line-up that
defeated Myre Athletic 3-0 the
week before.

The visitors had singled out
Donald Campbell as the Saints
danger man and he was the re-
cipient of a couple hefty tackles
early on.

of the match when Donald
Campbell dinked a great ball
over the Tiber defence which
was well controlled by Keith
Miller, but his shot went agonis-
ingly past the post.

The Oban side were playing

to the Tiber defence, well mar-
shalled by Scott Morrison they
were giving nothing away.

Saints had a great chance to
take the lead in the 34th minute
when they were awarded a pen-
alty after Donald Campbell had

leaving referee Tony McCann no
option but to point for a penalty.

Donald dusted himself down
and placed the ball on the spot,
but Scottish amateur interna-
tional goalkeeper Jarrid Nesbet
dived full length to save the well
struck shot low down at his right

The second half was much the

top for long spells and they even-
tually took the lead in the 57th
minute when a Lewis Cameron

and the ball looped high over the
head of the Tiber keeper and into
the net. A bit lucky, but they all
count.

The visitors were stung by this
goal and came more into the
game and Graham Douglas was
forced into a good save from a
Ross Paul free kick.

The homesters had a great

chance to net a second goal
which would probably have been
enough to win the match when
Donald Campbell broke clear on
the right. He raced goalwards
before squaring the ball to the
unmarked Alan Miller, but
Alan’s shot was saved by the
keeper.

This miss seemed to give Tiber
a lift  and with only four minutes
left on the clock they equalised
when central defender Scott

Craik to head home a corner
from the right.

the scores level at 1-1 and so to

away but clearcut goalscor-
ing chances were few and far
between. As the game drew to
a close Knockentiber defender
Scott Morrison made a shocking
tackle on Craig MacEwan, but to
everybody’s surprise the referee
allowed the big defender to stay
on the pitch.

With the game looking as
though it would go to penalty

push and forced two corners in
quick succession. The Saints

-
ner, but had to concede another

as the referee was looking at his
watch, ready to blow for full
time. The second corner wasn’t
cleared properly and the ball fell
kindly for David Kelly, lurking
at the back post and he prodded
the ball home from close range to
give his team victory in a game

for most of the afternoon.
It was a jubiliant Knockenti-

ber squad who celebrated as the

and a gutted Saints team who
trudged off the pitch at the end
of their West of Scotland Cup
campaign.

A dejected manager Iain Jack-
son said: ‘Football can be a cruel
game. The boys didn’t deserve
that result. I can’t criticise the
players as they all worked really
hard and we were the better team
by a mile, but at the end of the
day it’s goals that count and we
wish Knockentiber all the best in
the rest of the competition.’

Saints return to league action
this Saturday with a tough
home game against Castlemilk.
The match will take place at
Glencruitten with referee Jimmy
Litster in charge, kick-off 2pm.

Saints pay the penalty in West Cup tie

Rockfield 1 won this year’s Junior Cricket Festival final in Oban’s 
Atlantis Leisure. 16_t10cricket01

WEST Highland Yachting Week
competitors have welcomed the
news that Tobermory Harbour
Association is to support the
65th regatta that runs from July
28 to August 3.

One of the most popular

of up to 150 boats race to
Tobermory from Oban on
Wednesday, August 1, arriving
in the afternoon, which gives
the chance to shop, re-fuel and

Joint Regatta Chairman
David Waltho said: ‘We
welcome the continued support
from Tobermory Harbour
Association, which helps us run
West Highland Yachting Week
here. The passage races in the
Sound of Mull are highlights
of the week and the racing
off Tobermory on Thursday
for both the Argyll Fleet and

Everyone looks forward to
getting together in Tobermory.’

There are 10 classes available
for yachts to compete in this
year, including both IRC and
CYCA handicaps and four class
options for white sail.

Further information and the
Notice of Race is available on

Oban Saints goalscorer Lewis Cameron takes on Knockentiber defender Scott Morrison. t10saints1

FOOTBALL

YACHTING

Support from 
harbour association

RESULTS from Islay Golf
Club’s March Medal: 1 Kevin
Johnston, 81 less 12 net 69; 2
Nigel Carmichael, 75 less 5 net
70; 3 Charles Holyoake, 75 less
5 net 70. Css71.

Islay golf
TWO teams from the same
classroom contested this year’s

Oban’s Atlantis Leisure.
The tournament, for schools

in Oban, was the culmination of
four taster sessions organised by
Oban Cricket Club and involved
every primary seven pupil in the
town.

by Miss Laura Fawdry, beat

Veronica O’Reilly.
The event was organised by

Active Schools co-ordinator
Dale Kupris and Oban Cricket
Club and was supported by
Atlantis Leisure and Oban High
School sports leaders.

Dale gave a special thanks

FAIR play and fun were the
order of the day at the inaugural
Playsport Cup held recently in
Atlantis Leisure.

The tournament was organised
as part of Atlantis Leisure’s 20th
anniversary celebration and was
attended by 30 children in the
primary one to three age group.

There were a variety of tro-
phies and medals up for grabs:
Goal of the tournament was

free kick; the Fairplay Award

Goal Celebration was by Harry
France and the Top Goalscorer
accolade went to star player
Ross Higgins, who scored 19
goals to help his team, Ireland,
to the title.

The winning Ireland team was
made up of Ross Higgins, An-
drew Campbell, Ellie MacInnes, Some of the players who took part in the Playsport Cup.

John Douglas, Reece Douglas,
Sam Mackinnon and Andrew
McPhail. They defeated a hard

Tournament organiser Innes
Paterson said: ‘The idea of the
tournament was for the kids to
showcase their talents, with the
emphasis on fair play and fun.

‘The coaches were all delighted
with the sporting behaviour
from all participants and the
high standard of play.

‘After the success of the
tournament we hope to make it
an annual event and hopefully
it will be even bigger and better

Anyone from the winning
team still to collect their medal
can contact Atlantis Leisure on
01631 566 800.

PLAYSPORT CUP

High standards set at Playsport Cup tournament
CRICKET to tournament sponsor West

Highland Housing Association.
The association was represented

by Gwyneth Neal, who handed
out the trophy and medals on the
day.

Rockfield bowl them all over

WINTER Medals played on
March 4. Men’s Medal -1
Graham Davidson 32-03-29; 2

Ewan MacCrone, 35-06-31.
Junior Medal - 1 William

MacCrone, 36-05-31; 2 Ross
MacCrone, 47-10-37; 3 Lewis
Wilshire, 43-06-37.

Tobermory golf
GOLF

TWO Argyll athletes won medals at the Scottish
Indoor Age Group Championships at the Kelvin
Hall last weekend.

Gary Turner from Kilkenzie in Kintyre won
silver in the Under 20s 800metres recording a
new personal best time of 1minute 59.3seconds
and later the same day Gary won bronze in the
1500metres in a time of 4 minutes 17.3seconds.
Gary is a student at Strathclyde University and
competes for Shettleston Harriers.

Exhausting Day

won a bronze medal in the Under 14s 200metres
in a time of 27.6seconds and this success was at

Argyll boys win age group medals

-

Keir Carmichael, formerly of Tobermory and
now competing for Kilbarchan Athletic Club,
won a bronze medal in the Under 16s triple jump
with an 11.66metres effort only 20cm behind the
winner.  

ATHLETICS

MULL’S Craig Rutherford of
Rutherford Plant is preparing to

Honda Civic rally car this year.
The 21-year-old will be tak-

Steel Ecosse Challenge for

throughout Scotland.
Craig will be using a Euroral-

lye prepared and run Civic Type
R giving him a good possibility
of winning the Challenge, which

-
ties Rally in Jedburgh on March
17.

The Ecosse Challenge is

Craig Rutherford will take part 
in the 2012 Brick and Steel 

Ecosse Challenge this season. 
Picture by Rallyphoto.com

designed to recognise future tal-
ented drivers and was the start-
ing place of John MacCrone, also
from Mull, who now competes in
the World Rally Championship.

Craig will receive discounted
entry fees to each event courtesy
of Royal Aero and he has also
applied for the Royal Scottish
Automobile Clubs new talent
scheme.

Any business or individual
who would like to sponsor Craig
this season can contact him on
07071 016 030.

RALLYING

FOOTBALLCentral Welfare League Cup

TAYNUILT Amateurs cel-
ebrated well into the early hours
of Sunday morning after sealing

Saturday.
The newly formed team will

now travel to Milburn, home of
Vale of Leven Juniors, to contest

May.

the start of the match; a minute’s
silence was observed for a
Westcliff player who died in a
car crash last Thursday.

The teams, who both occupy
mid-table berths in the league
and have played out two draws
in their two meetings so far,
were well matched on the tight
3G surface at St Patrick’s High
School.

looked the livelier team, adapting
well to a new 4-3-3 formation,
designed to combat Westcliff’s
attacking full backs.

It was the home side who had

15 minutes, their centre forward
pulled the ball back to the edge
of the 18-yard line and their

the sticks for Taynuilt.
Taynuilt’s Chris McCaig, Scott

Maitland and Craig Campbell

Westcliff continued to have the
better chances and rattled the
bar with a great effort from 20
yards on the half hour mark.

It took until the 40th minute
for Taynuilt to make the break-
through under bizarre circum-
stances. A great clearance from
Paul Carmichael inside his own

half caught the wind and wasn’t
dealt with by the home goal-
keeper. He managed to parry the

to pounce and tapped in his 12th
goal of the season.

Taynuilt nearly scored again  in
the 70th minute when Maitland
found himself one-on-one with
the goalkeeper but his clever chip
was cleared off the line. The last

wall defending with Westcliff
rattling the bar again but this
was to be Taynuilt’s day.

Manager Stuart Reid said:
‘This was a great team effort,
with everybody working hard
and they got their reward. I was
really pleased for them.’

a free week but are likely to
organise a friendly to give their
fringe players a run out.
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MOVES to restore Lochaber Highland 
Games to Fort William’s summer 
calendar could be made within weeks, 
The Oban Times has learned.

The showpiece event, which regularly 
drew crowds of more than 3,000, was 

years because its traditional home at An 
Aird was out of commission. Highland 
Council is still repairing the shinty 
pitch, which doubles as the games’ 
arena.   

The ground is expected to be available 

Regeneration 
group meets
THE UPPER Achintore 
Regeneration Group committee 
is meeting in Fort William 
tonight.

Agenda items include Banff 
Crescent amenity area, vacant 

and proposed planter beds.
The meeting in Upper 
Achintore Primary School starts 

Fort football pair an 
instant hit Down Under
FORT William footballing pair Sean 
and Michael Ellis have been an instant 
hit at their new Australian club Cobram, 
scoring three goals between them in 
their debut game Down Under.

draw with Avondale Heights in their 

The cousins were key players with 
Fort William FC for a number of years 

club last month.

Plantation area 
allocated £26,000
THE PLANTATION area of 
Fort William has been allocated 
up to £26,000 from Highland 
Council’s deprived area fund.

To qualify, community 
and voluntary groups submit 
projects designed to regenerate 
the area. Priority is given to 

unemployed people back into 
work. 

Application forms and 
guidance can be obtained from 
www.highland.gov.uk/DAF or 

Michael Foxley                    
decides not to 
stand in May   
council elections 
LOCHABER councillor and 
Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley will not stand 

Councillor Foxley said he 
plans to instead focus on his 
chairmanship of West Highland 
College, helping with efforts 
to build a Gaelic school in Fort 
William and ‘spending more 

with my teenage sons’.
He said: ‘I have been a 

Highland councillor for 26 years 
and have fought seven elections. 
It has not been an easy decision. 
I have loved campaigning for 
the needs and services for west 
Highland communities by 
working with local people and 

During his time as a council
lor, Councillor Foxley helped 
run a successful campaign 
to keep the Belford Hospital 
a rural general hospital and 
oversaw the building of six new 
community schools in West 
Lochaber. 

currently standing for election 
to the Crofting Commission, 
has recently led attempts to 
retain emergency tugboats in 
the Minches and to devolve 
Crown Estate revenues to local 
communities.

A FORT William couple who 
met at a ceilidh in Arisaig 

celebrated 60 years of marriage.
Duncan, 82, and Elsie 

Henderson, 81, married at St 
Columba’s Church in Mallaig 

Duncan, a relative of Provost 
Allan Henderson, worked as 

for 30 years while Elsie ran a 
guesthouse in the village. 

They later moved to Fort 
William to run a bed and 
breakfast.

Anniversary
The couple, who are now both 

retired, have four children, six 

grandchildren, most of whom 
live locally and helped Duncan 
and Elsie mark their landmark 
anniversary.

Elsie told The Oban Times the 
celebrations for the big day were 
kept ‘low key’. 

She said: ‘We went to the 
Moorings Hotel for a Sunday 
lunch and it was very, very nice. 

‘My granddaughter Elizabeth 
and her husband Tim surprised 
us by taking us out for dinner 
at Inverlochy Castle, which was 
lovely.’

Presents
Elsie thanked the two venues 

after being given a silver clock 
and a book as anniversary 
presents.

As for the secret of their long, 
happy marriage, Elsie said: ‘Just 
the old fashioned way I suppose 
– you’ve got your ups and your 
downs. 

‘But from the very beginning 
it was till death do us part.’

Diamond couple: Duncan and Elsie Henderson celebrated their special anniversary with family and 
friends.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

guaranteed completion date the games 
committee could not gamble on it being 
ready in time and must look elsewhere.

setting within a timescale long enough 
to plan the 2012 event properly.

Lochaber Highland Games secretary 
Allan Lindsay told The Oban Times he 
was hopeful the games would still be 
staged – but warned time ‘was running 
out’ to make a decision on a new venue 
for one of Lochaber’s most popular 

summer attractions. He said: ‘We’re 
not getting An Aird, we know that, but 
we need to meet up as a committee and 
discuss what we are going to do. 

‘Hopefully we’ll meet up in the next 

a decision soon.’ Mr Lindsay was not 

willing to discuss alternative venues, 

found. 
‘There’s certainly other venues out 

to happen. I would like the Games to 
go ahead this year, but there are lots of 
issues around moving venue that need 
to be sorted out. 

‘It’s a real shame we’re not getting An 
Aird again.’

held since honorary chieftain Sir Jimmy 

Savile, who attended the event for 
over 30 years, died last October. The 
colourful spectacle has proved a big hit 
in the past with visitors and locals. 

Traditionally beginning with a 
march from Fort William High Street 
to An Aird ground, the games feature 
Highland heavy events, athletics and a 
host of other attractions.

Fort William Shinty Club, which plays 
its home games at An Aird, has agreed 
to relocate to Black Parks in Inverlochy 
until repair works are completed.

Lochaber Highland Games could return

Gaelic school 
could be
built in Caol

Diamond
wedding
couple
celebrate

Phone loan warning

Lottery grants

Lochybridge roadworks co-incide 
with holiday weekend and trials

BY STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

MAJOR works to upgrade the Lochybridge junction 

incide with the May bank holiday weekend and the 
Scottish Six Days Trial, it emerged this week.

Verge and footway works already underway on land 
at Ben Nevis Distillery will be followed by water main 

set, but discussions between Scotland Transerv and the 
contractor have indicated carriageworks could begin 

Other events taking place during that time include 

Around 800 mountain bikers are also expected 
for the ‘10 Under the Ben’ event at Aonach Mor on 

package associated with its Blar Mhor development 
next to the A830, which includes a Tesco superstore.

Councillor Brian Murphy, chairman of the A82 
Partnership said: ‘We welcome these works which 
will improve the Lochybridge junction and, at the 
same time, heralds the start of the major development 
on the Blar Mhor.’

Meanwhile, the A82 will be reduced to one lane at 

week to underground a high voltage electricity line. 
A convoy system will be in place during the day and 

project is part of a programme by Scottish and South
ern Energy to replace ageing electricity poles between 
Corran and North Ballachulish. A further 12 weeks of 
work are planned for October from north of Onich to 
Nether Lochaber Church.

An SSE spokesman a ‘minimum amount of disrup
tion’ to local residents was the aim.

Ardgour Road in Caol has 
emerged as a contender for the 
new standalone Gaelic primary 
proposed for Fort William.

Until now, the school had 
seemed certain to be built on 
ground within Miller Develop

and leisure complex on the Blar 
Mhor.

That option remains on the 
table, but Caol has entered the 
frame as the council seeks to 
ensure value for money. 

An appraisal report on both 
sites is going before the educa
tion, culture and sport commit
tee at Inverness today.

Councillors had been expected 
to rule on a preferred location at 
the meeting, but detailed cost
ings are unlikely to be ready. 
Members are being recom
mended to defer any decision 
until the resources committee 
meets on March 21. However, 
it has emerged costs associated 
with developing the Blar site 

LOCAL opinion is strongly behind plans for a 

Adelphi Distillery Ltd wants to build a whisky 
plant and visitor centre at Glen More, between 
Glenborrodale and Kilchoan. The proposals have 
attracted 127 public comments, mostly from holi
day homeowners and visitors to the area. 

After sifting through the comments, The Oban 

Times can reveal only six local people have written 
to the council to object, while 23 locals back the 
scheme. West Ardnamurchan Community Council 
says it would be ‘without doubt the biggest invest
ment in the community in a number of years’. Of 

favour. Highland councillors will decide whether 
to grant planning permission on March 27.

higher because 2.5metres of peat 
would have to be removed before 
construction could start.

Extra expense could also be 
incurred buying small pockets 
of croft land needed to create 
pedestrian and vehicle access to 
the Camaghael loop road.

The Ardgour Road site’s peat 
was removed for the planned 
Invernevis House care home 
before the project was shelved. 

a potential viable option for the 
Gaelic school ‘within the past 
month’, the appraisal report 
states. Also outlined are ‘a 

ties’ at both locations. They 
include costs at the Blar Mhor, 
including land acquisition, 
creating suitable access, site ex

SEPA requirements in preparing 
the site. Costs of site preparation 

and access at Ardgour Road are 
also highlighted.

An Gearasdan Comunn na 
Parant (Fort William Gaelic 
Parents Group) has expressed its 
preference for the Blar because 
resources and staff could be 
shared with the nearby Lochaber 
High School – but is aware of 

Chairperson Fiona Byrne told 
The Oban Times: ‘If costs spiral 
out of control at the Blar, of 
course we would accept Ardgour 
Road. Our urgent priority is to 
have a standalone Gaelic school 
in Fort William – we are not 

be really proud to have the 
school wherever it is – it would 
be a huge resource for the whole 
community.’  

Education councillor Bren 
Gormley told The Oban Times 
the decision would turn on extra 
costs at the Blar. ‘It’s how much 
more is too much, that’s the 
question taxing members,’ he 
said. 

HIGHLAND Council’s trading 
standards are warning consumers to 
ignore telephone callers offering loans.

Unscrupulous loan companies 
are asking for upfront fees without 
checking the potential borrowers’ credit 
history. They make little attempt to 
secure loans and refuse to refund fees. 

APPLICANTS from Lochaber 
and Skye have scooped Awards 
for All Scotland Big Lottery 
grants.

Ardvasar Community Hall 

refurbishments, Fort William 

equipment and Lochaber 

Majority local support for Ardnamurchan distillery

See
page 7 

for details

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Win a hotel break for two
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THE GOVERNMENT’S upcoming ferries 
plan for 2013-2023 will pose ‘no threat’ to 
Mallaig-Armadale ferry services, according 
to Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Dave 
Thompson.

The assurance follows a meeting in Mal-
laig two weeks ago when Mr Thompson 
promised local residents there would be no 
reduction in sailings or increase in fares. 

Mr Thompson said: ‘The purpose of the 
ferries review is to see how we can improve 
the ferry services. The Cabinet Secretary 
for Infrastructure, Alex Neil, has given a 
guarantee that there is no threat to the Mal-
laig-Armadale ferry service and that there 
will be no reduction in level of service or 
increase in fares. Indeed, fares will substan-
tially decrease when RET is introduced.’

Local campaigners had expressed con-
cerns the successful bidder for the next set 
of contracts in 2013 would schedule fewer 
sailings because of subsidy cuts.

A Transport Scotland spokesperson said: 
‘The level of subsidy will depend on what 
comes forward during the tender.  However, 
it has always been our position that this will 
have no impact on services or on fares.’

LOCHABER Sports Association 
(LSA) has insisted its plans for 
a multi-sports indoor training 
arena remain unaffected by Fort 
William FC’s bid to bring an all-
weather pitch to Claggan Park.

Last week The Oban Times
revealed the club wants the 

Blar Mhor as part of Miller 

complex to be built at at Claggan 
instead.

The club argues the move would 
save money for the council, 
which owns and maintains the 
ground, while still providing an 
essential facility for all-round 
community use. 

The team is facing possible 
expulsion from The Highland 
League because Claggan Park’s 
turf is prone to waterlogging. 
Ten home games have been 
cancelled so far this season.

LSA is currently fundraising 
for a feasibility study into 
possible sites, costs and viability 
for its ambitious indoor project.

Chairperson Jane Blanchard 
acknowledged the new outdoor 

A BRONZE sculpture to com-
memorate two Isle of Skye 
mountaineering legends is a 
step closer to becoming reality 
thanks to a £100,000 cash boost.

Local campaigners the Collie 
and Mackenzie Sculpture Group 
have already raised £97,000 to-
wards the artwork at Sligachan, 
the eastern entrance to the 
Cuillin.

But now the group has an-
nounced Highland LEADER is 
contributing £63,209 towards 
its Seoid nam Beann (Heroes of 
the Hills) project. The Heritage 
Lottery Fund will add £25,000, 
Highland Council £9,950 and 
the Robertson Trust £5,000.

The funding will go towards 
a rural car park, an information 
shelter with six interpretation 
panels, a stone seat and bronze 
relief of the Cuillin with braille, 
wheelchair-friendly paths and a 
part-time project worker.

The package will help ensure 
the story of climbing poineers 
Norman Collie and John Mac-
kenzie becomes more widely 
known. 

New archery club 
in action
FORT William’s new archery 
club Garrison Bowmen will 

the club at its training night 
tonight (Thursday).

The newly constituted club 
has been under the umbrella 
of Kinlochleven group South 
Lochaber Bowmen since it was 
formed last year.

The two clubs will send a 
combined team to compete 
in a Scottish Field Archery 
competition in Linlithgow 

competition either has entered 
since they were formed.

Garrison president George 
Kerr said: ‘We are really 
looking forward to the 
competition experience.’

Garrison Bowmen, which 
holds its training sessions 
in Lochaber High School, 
currently has around 30 
members and is actively seeking 
more, with all skill levels 
welcome.

Grants for artists 
and craft makers
A NEW grants awards scheme 
for artists and craft makers in 
the Outer Hebrides has been 
launched by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, in partnership with 
Creative Scotland.

Grants between £500 and 
£1,500 are available to help with 
research and development costs, 
travel and the purchase of new 
materials and equipment.

Window smashed
A WINDOW at the rear of 
Ballachulish Medical Practice 
was damaged sometime 
between 4pm on Friday March 2 
and 8pm on Saturday March 3.

Anyone with knowledge of 
this incident is asked to contact 
Fort William Police Station on 

-
tial line on 01397 702000.

£500 Lotto jackpot 
THERE were no winners in 
the Fort William FC lotto draw 
on Saturday. Numbers were 
1-15-19. The jackpot goes up to 
£500 this week.

Primary teams    
set for Euroquiz
PRIMARY 6 pupils from 
Portree and Kilchuimen will 
be among 12 teams from the 
Highlands taking part in a 
Scotland-wide quiz today.

Euroquiz, organised by the 
Scottish European Educational 
Trust, is being held in Millburn 
Academy, Inverness.

The winning Highland school 
will compete against 30 local 
authority teams in the national 

in Edinburgh on May 14.

WEST Highland College UHI has announced the appointment of 
its new principal.

Lydia Rohmer, who is already in post, will be touring all 
the college’s learning centres from Ullapool to Kinlochleven 
throughout March. 

Ms Rohmer comes to the Highlands from the City of Glasgow 
College, where she was director of curriculum.

Paying tribute to outgoing principal Donald Leitch, she pledged 
to make the college the learning and training provider of choice 
‘for all learners in this region and beyond’.

Countdown to   
Féis Lochabair
PREPARATIONS are underway 
for Fèis Lochabair, the annual 

traditional Gaelic music, song, 
dance and drama for young 
people in the Lochaber area.

Tutors at the fèis in Lochaber 
High School from April 2-6 
include Allan MacDonald of 
Glenuig, Angus Grant, Archie 
MacAllister, Neil Sinclair and 
Ross Martin.

The expert group will perform 
at the tutors’ concert and family 
dance in Lochaber High School 
on April 4 at 7.30pm.

The week ends with the 
traditional fèis participants’ 
cèilidh on Friday afternoon, in 
Lochaber High School at 2pm.

Participants should be eight 
years and upwards, although 
provision for 4-7 year olds is 
also available. More details 
from at maria@feisean.org or 
on 01397 704132.

Copper cable 
thefts prompt 
police appeal
A SPATE of copper cable thefts 
from mobile phone masts in 
Lochaber has prompted police 
to ask for the public’s help.

The most recent incident saw 
cabling stolen from Arisaig. BT 
cabling has also been taken.

Apart from damage caused, 
the thefts can create danger and 
disruption for workers at the 
sites and mobile phone users, 
police said.

A Northern Constabulary 
spokesman asked the public to 
report immediately anything 
they feel is suspicious, day 
or night, including vehicle 
descriptions and registration 
numbers.

demand.
She told The Oban Times: ‘We 

certainly believe that wherever 
the outdoor 3G pitch goes, 
the indoor facility will still be 
needed.

‘We do not consider that a 
single outdoor 3G pitch in the 
greater Fort William area would 

demands of all the clubs, schools 
and community groups – and 
there will be several occasions 
where outdoor training is simply 
not feasible, especially for 
younger children.

‘Every indoor training facility 
that we have researched around 
Scotland seems to suffer from the 
same problem – its availability 
can’t keep up with the demand 
from user groups.

‘The indoor training facility 
project has been developed from 
the outset with the background 
knowledge that the councillors 
have planned an outdoor 3G pitch, 
originally with money allocated 
within the refurbishment of 

Lochaber High School, and now 
with community gain from the 
supermarket development [at the 
Blar Mhor]. 

‘We are hopeful that both 
facilities will go some way 
to alleviating the current 
unsustainable pressure on club 
grass pitches.’

As to where the indoor training 
facility should be sited, Ms 
Blanchard said the planned 
feasibility study would look at 
‘a number of options’. She did 
not rule out ground next to the 
Claggan Park pitch. 

She added: ‘However, we 
are fully aware that there is 
limited funding for any capital 
investment at the moment 
and that funders will want to 
see formal evidence that any 
proposed project shows best 
value for money, has the support 
of the community and clubs, 
can be made affordable to 
potential users and is going to be 
sustainable.’

LSA has submitted an 
application to LEADER to 
fund 75 per cent of the study. A 
decision is expected at the end of 
theis month.

John Mackenzie, a local 
crofter, led many expeditions 
in which he and Collie, a famed 
mountaineer, discovered and 
ascended previously unknown 
routes in the Cuillin.

Coming from completely 
different backgrounds, the pair 
formed a legendary partnership 
to undertake daring mountain-
eering exploits on the island in 
the late 19th century. Some work 
has already been completed at 
the sculpture site, which has 
been donated by the John Muir 
Trust. Electricity cables have 
been placed underground, hydro 
poles removed and Portree High 
School pupils have helped build 
a stone wall and gateway.

The 400kg bronze centrepiece, 
which is being funded separately 
by donations, will feature Collie 
and Mackenzie standing on a 
natural boulder stack.

Donors are being asked to 
‘buy’ a minimum of 10 grammes 
of bronze for £10, receiving a 

Seoid nam Beann has ‘big 
plans’ in place, say organisers. 

As part of a wide reaching 
educational programme, every 

given the chance to help build 
paths and stonework at the site.

The project worker will also 
work with pupils from the 
island’s primary schools to 
research and create the inter-
pretation panels on Collie and 
Mackenzie, the Cuillin, and 
people in the landscape.

Looking further ahead, a trip 
is being planned through Parcs 
Canada Education Centre to 
take the island’s young people 
to the Canadian Rockies, where 
Collie explored and named 
several peaks.

Nigel Hawkins, former John 
Muir Trust director and patron of 
the Collie Mackenzie Sculpture 
Group said:  ‘The community of 
Sconser have done an amazing 
job in taking this project forward 
to the point it has reached.  

‘The engagement of young 
people today in celebrating this 
important part of their heritage 
marks this project out as being 
truly outstanding.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

No threat to Mallaig-Armadale ferry, claims MSP

Heroes of the Hills group 
welcomes sculpture cash 

One new pitch 
not enough 

Lydia Rohmer.

ACHARACLE 
opened by Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Lifelong Learning Michael Russell on Friday.

The occasion celebrated the school’s success 
since it opened its doors to pupils in May 2009.

The pioneering eco-friendly building, billed as 

£6.5 million. It boasts high insulation levels, lots 
of natural light and very low energy use. 

The roll currently stands at 47 in P1-7 and 15 in 

the Gaelic and bi-lingual nursery. Head teacher 
Lyndsay Bradley said: ‘We are very fortunate to 
have such a committed and skilled team of staff, 
parents and volunteers who support and challenge 
our children to achieve and succeed. It is fantastic 
that they now have the space and resources they 
need to do this effectively.’

During his tour of Lochaber, Mr Russell also 
visited Ardnamurchan High School, now in its 
tenth year.

Head teacher Lyndsay Bradley and local councillor Michael Foxley with education minister Michael 
Russell, left, who opened the new Acharacle Primary School on Friday.

West Highland College UHI 
appoints new principal

Sports group insists on indoor arena
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• Dog Grooming
• Hand Stripping 
• Clipping
• Nail Trimming 
• Ear Cleaning
• Bathing 
• DIY Dog Wash
• Friendly Professional Service

Tel: 01397 700 100
7 Lochy Crescent, Inverlochy

Fort William, PH33 6NG

Scrub-a-dub Dogs

Your best friend deserves the best!
LUXURY CATTERY

Top of the range chalets
Heated acommodation
Spacious and secure 
runs
Background music
All cats must be up to 
date with vaccinations

KENNELS

Individually heated kennels, each with sleeping area 
and run, fitted with heating and music.
All dogs are exercised twice daily along woodland paths.
We go out of our way to ensure your dog’s stay with 
us is special
Full dog clipping and grooming service. Over 30yrs 
experience

Lochandubh Boarding Kennels and Cattery
Achacha, Barcaldine, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1SF
Tel:  01631 720311

Cuddles are free - and freely dispensed.

Lochandubh
Boarding Kennels and Cattery

The arrival of a 
new pet is always 
an exciting time. 
A puppy or kitten 
will be the focus 
of conversation 
for months if not 
years.
Before rushing 
into a purchase 
though, you 
should make 
yourself aware 
of the needs of 
your new family 
member.
Pets are at least as 
individual as we 
are and each one 
will have different 
requirements. 
An older dog is 
a totally different 
prospect to a 
young kitten. A 
Great Dane will 
cost a lot more 
to feed than a 
Goldfish and a 
Spaniel will need a 

lot more exercise 
than a Tortoise.
You should give 
thought to how 
your pet is to be 
housed and fed. 
For example; 
reptiles have 
very particular 
requirements 
specific to each 
individual species. 
You should check 
what medical care 
is required and 
when. Long haired 
breeds of dog 
and cat will need 
regular grooming.
Fitting the needs 
of an active dog 
into a busy day 
can prove difficult. 
Who’s job will it 
be to walk the dog 
when it’s cold, wet 
and dark? 
What will existing 
pets make of the 
new arrival? A 

hamster is likely to 
take exception to 
a new companion 
whereas a Guinea 
pig will welcome 
one. An old cat 
may take very 
badly to a new 
kitten but an old 
dog may have a 
whole new lease 
of life as he does 
his best to keep up 
with a young pup. 
You should have a 
plan for holidays. 
Will you get a 
passport for your 
pet or will you be 
using a kennel? 
In both cases you 
will need to make 
arrangements  
in good time. 
You may have 
understanding 
neighbours who 
can help out or 
you may want to 
look into pet-sit-

ters.
Thankfully, the 
internet now makes 
it easy to research 
all species and all 
breeds. Speaking 
to other pet owners 
or breeders will 
be helpful, as will 
asking questions at 
your local Vets or 
Petshops.

Choosing a pet 
without thinking 
whether you can 
fulfill all his needs 
will often result in 
a sad mismatch. If 
the needs of the pet 
aren’t met, it will likely 
result in an unhappy 
animal that no longer 
fits into your fam-
ily environment and 

who may ultimately 
need to be rehomed.
Being informed 
and organised, and 
taking the time to 
make considered 
choices, will mean 
that you and your 
new pet will go on 
to enhance each 
other’s lives as you 
would hope.

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

We want to 
ensure that the 
communities at 
the heart of these 
projects see the 

rewards.
Calum Davidson
director of energy 
and low carbon at HIEAN ARGYLL dance school 

showcased their Scottish danc-
ing talents alongside popular 

Disney characters at a resort 
near Paris recently.

Pupils from the Eilidh Mac-

Innes School of Dance in Oban 
performed at the International 
Festival of Highland Dancing at 

Disneyland Paris.
The girls took centre stage in 

front of  an international audi-

ence of thousands during what 
was described as a ‘once in a 
lifetime’ weekend.

L-R Amy Campbell, Kirsty MacInnes, Karina Black, Bronwen Davies, Katie MacPherson, Jenna MacInnes, Abbie MacKenzie and Eilidh MacInnes join Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse on stage in Paris

Highland dance school in Disneyland

ARGYLL businesses have been 
urged at an Oban conference to 
act now to take advantage of a 
£30billion offshore renewables 
bonanza.

Up to 28,000 jobs could be 
created by developments around 
Scotland’s coastline by 2020, 
with some of the largest schemes 
planned off Argyll’s coastline.

Among them are planned 
developments such as the Argyll 
Array, near Tiree, and the world’s 
largest tidal turbine at Islay. 

While permissions are not 
yet in place for most major 
developments, Calum Davidson, 
director of energy and low 
carbon at Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), has warned 
local businesses they could miss 
out on what could be one of Eu-
rope’s most lucrative industries 
if they don’t think ahead.

Mr Davidson, who gave the 
key-note speech to delegates 
at the EU Offshore Wind and 
Marine seminar, arranged by 
Argyll and Bute Counci, at the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) at Dunstaff-
nage on Friday, said: ‘Without 
collective working between the 
public and private sectors, and 
a proactive supply chain, there’s 
a real danger that the economic 

by – and the projects planned 
for the region’s waters will be 
built and serviced elsewhere in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland.

‘Now is the time for us to 
start planning and ensuring the 
supply chain and infrastructure 
is in place to make the most of 
this exciting phase in Argyll’s 

Act now 
to share 
£30billion
 ‘There’s a real danger economic 
benefits will simply pass Argyll by’

economic and community 
development. 

‘When you see the projects 
planned for Argyll and the west 
coast, you realise just how sig-

energy future, and we want to 
ensure that the communities at 
the heart of these projects see 
the rewards.’

While the east coast may be 

manufacturing and assembly 
of projects such as the Beatrice 
and Moray offshore renewable 
projects, he said there would 

related activity in Argyll.
HIE estimates that there is 

currently £70m of investment in 
ports, harbours and fabrication 
facilities underway or commit-
ted around the Highlands and 
Islands.

Mr Davidson pointed to Wind 
Towers Ltd in Machrihanish, 
Kintyre, as a key investment, 
with a nearly complete exten-
sion enabling the construction of 
larger offshore turbines.

‘This, alongside Argyll and 
Bute Council’s investments in 
upgrades to the road between 
the factory and the harbour at 
Campbeltown, including large-
scale works to provide deeper 
water access and reinforcement 

area will play a prime role in 
Scotland’s offshore wind supply 
chain.’

The event was opened by 
Argyll and Bute Council leader, 
Dick Walsh, and Fergus Ewing 
MSP, minister for energy, enter-
prise and tourism. 

Fergus Ewing MSP, minister for 
energy, enterprise and tourism, 

opened the event 
Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Ballet school loses 
university backing A83 road closures costing Argyll’s 

transport sector thousands of poundsBALLET West in Taynuilt is to 
lose its backing from the Univer-
sity of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) following an evaluation.

But the Taynuilt school claims 
it is in advanced negotiations 
with another partner to continue 
its BA classical ballet and dance 
performance and HNC/HND 
professional stage courses.

A spokeswoman for Ballet 
West said its Royal Academy of 
Dance performance course was 
completely unaffected as was 
the outreach programme, the 
Aspiring Professionals and the 
holiday courses at the school.

She added: ‘For the students it 
is business as usual.’

Benderloch road to close overnight
THE MAIN road in Benderloch will be closed for a night to 
allow resurfacing works to take place.

The A828 Oban - Fort William trunk road between the centre 
of the village and Lochnell Primary School will be closed on 
Sunday, March 11 from 7pm until 6am the following morning.

during a 15 minute window starting at 8pm.
Scotland Transerv will also carry out a larger programme of 

works during the day, reducing the road to a single lane from 
Monday to Friday, March 11 to 23.

THE TRUE cost of road closures 
on the A83 was revealed this 
week as Argyll hauliers con-

thousands of pounds.
The hauliers, which transport 

timber and other goods though-
out the UK, say increased fuel 

costs, drivers’ tachograph hours 
and the working time directive, 
mean they are losing up to 
£3,640 a day when the A83 is 
closed.

Figures released by one Lo-

revealed that the company could 

lose £3,640 a day in earnings and 
£18,200 a week when a landslide 
closed the A83.

Speaking on Tuesday, the 
owner of the company, said: 
‘Typically we send our 13 lor-
ries to Cardross twice a day to 
deliver timber. The problem for 
us is that when the Rest is closed 
our lorries have to drive the long 
route which adds two hours to 
their journey. When you take ac-
count of the driver’s hours they 
can only do one journey a day.’

Hauliers are paid on the 
tonnage delivered, therefore 
company’s earnings are imme-
diately halved with the reduction 
in journeys made.

Describing closures on the A83 

as a ‘nightmare’, the haulage 

fuel and time outlay. 
‘It costs an additional £754 in 

fuel per trip for the 13 lorries and 
an additional £260 in wages,’ the 
haulier added.

It also emerged this week that 
bus operator West Coast Motors 
has to deploy an additional driver 
on the Campbeltown to Glasgow 
route to ensure the bus driver 
gets a break and is not driving 
outwith authorised hours.

The bus operator said it in-
curred additional costs for fuel 

service was not further disrupted 
by the closures at the Rest and 
Be Thankful. 
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Isle of Jura ferry 
funding confirmed

Man charged with 
heroin possession

More drivers fail 
speed checks
at Kilninver

Colonsay phone fault leaves disabled woman without care alarm

Appin meeting 
hears hope for 
crofting future

THE COMMUNITY Land 
Scotland annual conference will 
be held on the Isle of Mull next 
week.

The event, looking at land 
policy issues and opportunities, 
will take place in Tobermory 
on March 13 and 14. There 
will also be an opportunity for 
delegates to see the work being 
carried out by the North West 
Mull Community Woodland 
Company.

Community land 
conference on Mull

FOUR Oban High School pupils 
swapped the classroom for the 
road in an effort to get more 
children interested in science.

S6 pupils Thomas Dalgaty, 
Angus Sinclair, Roheel Arshad 
and Richard Thomson, who 
are studying sciences at 
advanced higher level, visited 
10 primary schools across Lorn 
to demonstrate experiments 
and answer questions from the 
youngsters.

And their tour, which saw the 
17-year-olds travel around 200 
miles in two days, has received 
rave reviews from head teachers. 

The overall project will go 
towards Thomas’ leadership 
course.

Thomas said: ‘I am glad we 
were well received on the tour 
but we were really surprised at 
how well the children reacted to 
the presentations.

‘We thought we would struggle 
to get the pupils involved but they 
were really keen to volunteer.’

Thomas, who studies physics, 
hand-picked last year’s Dux 
winners, Angus and Thomas, 
to talk about chemistry and 
geography, respectively, and 
Roheel to discuss biology. 

Angus showed how a toy car 
could be fuelled through the 
electrolysis of water;

Roheel demonstrated the 
capabilities of enzymes; 
Thomas showed how a charged 
polythene rod can bend a stream 
of water and Richard discussed 
the effects of climate change and 
the importance of getting more 
people interested in science.

But even the brightest of 
science students can be stumped 
by inquisitive primary pupils. 
Richard explained: ‘One pupil 
asked why scientists didn’t just 
build a wall around the South 

Pole to stop it from melting!’ 
Iain Fulton, head of sciencce at 
Oban High  School, said: ‘I was 
so impressed with them and 
really proud when I saw them at 
one of the roadshows.

‘The most important thing 
they have learnt from this is the 
organisation and  responsibility 
of taking on board something 
quite challenging and doing a 
good job.’

The schools visited were: 

Taynuilt, Dalmally, Kilninver, 
Lochnell, Barcaldine, Ardchattan 
and Strath of Appin.

Science students, from left, Richard Thomson, Roheel Arshad, Thomas Dalgaty and Angus Sinclair toured Lorn’s primary schools with 
their roadshow. 16_t10science01

Young Oban scientists go ‘on the road’

THE FUTURE of Jura’s 
passenger ferry service has 
been secured after Transport 

provide most of the funding for 
the next two years.

Following Argyll and Bute 
Council’s budget announcement 
that it would contribute 20 
per cent towards the ferry’s 
running, the Isle of Jura 
Development Trust received 

Scotland would
supply the other 80 per cent.

Development trust chairman 
John Potts said this included 
money to help the trust with the 
ferry’s management.

The total funding given to run 
the ferry for the next two years 
is £106,192.

A 36-YEAR-OLD man has 
been charged with possession of 
heroin following a police search 
under warrant in Nelson Road, 
Oban.

The search was carried out at 
11.20am last Tuesday.

FURTHER speed checks 
by police in the village of 
Kilninver, south of Oban, have 
resulted in a 71-year-old being 
charged after he was caught 
driving at 53mph in a 30mph 
zone.

The man was stopped and 
charged at 12.50pm last 
Thursday.

Last Wednesday two drivers 
were given speeding tickets 
and another was caught out on 
Thursday. Monitoring Kilninver 
between the hours of noon 
– 1.30pm on Sunday, three 

penalty notices. 

ROCKNESS has scooped the 
‘Best Small Festival’ accolade 
at the NME Awards for the 
second year running.

The win marks the latest 
major scoop the Highland bash, 
which previously won ‘Line Up 
of the Year’ at the prestigious 
UK Festival Awards. Mumford 
and Sons and Biffy Clyro are 

far for the June 8-10 music feast.

Rockness award

AN ELDERLY disabled woman, 
who lives alone and depends on 
her phone line for emergencies, 
was left without a working 
landline for two weeks after a 
series of errors.

Eleanor McNeill, who lives in 
an isolated part of the Machrins, 
Isle of Colonsay, had her phone 

line accidentally cut by roads 
workers, who immediately 

Talk.
The accident, on February 

21, left the 74-year-old without 
phone contact – there is no 
mobile phone signal where she 
lives – and her personal care 

alarm, which operates through 
the phone line, was rendered 
useless. Mrs McNeill, who has 
lived on Colonsay since she 
was 10 years old, can only move 
around using her Zimmer frame, 
after suffering a stroke.

However, her unusual situation 
was not made clear to BT 

engineers. Daughter Rhona 
Robinson said: ‘I phoned Talk 
Talk the day after the phone 
cable was cut. They said they 
had contacted BT Openreach 
and someone would be out by the 
Friday [February 24] but no-one 
came and we were then told it 
would be March before it would 

Seumas was able to check in on 
her every day but if something 
had happened when he wasn’t 
there then no-one would have 
known.’

A spokesman for BT Openreach 
explained Talk Talk had raised 
the fault at ‘standard’ level and 

there were no notes provided to 
explain Mrs McNeill’s situation. 
The fault was only escalated on 
Thursday, March 1 after Alan 
Reid MP intervened. However, 
Monday was still the earliest BT 
could send an engineer to the 
island.

A spokesman for Talk Talk 

said: ‘We are pleased that 
engineers have been able to 
attend to the issue and we are 
sorry for the delay. We are 
committed to providing good 
service and learning from 
incidents like these where we 
could have served the customer 
better.’

EXTRA money for housing 
projects on Islay, Iona and in 
Ardfern has been recommended 
for approval at today’s executive 
meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Councillors on the executive 
will be asked to support the 
recommendation to grant an extra 
£203,532 to the Rural Housing 
Development Fund (RHDF) 
to allow the three projects to 
go ahead: ACHA’s Port Ellen’s 
Leodamus Place development, 
costing £479,865; Fyne Homes’ 
Ardfern development at 
£293,667; and Iona Housing 
Partnership’s project costing 

£180,000. Approval of the bids 
for Ardfern, Iona and Port Ellen 
amounts to £953,532 and would 
deliver 16 new homes for rent 
and one shared equity property.

Islay-based councillor Robin 
Currie, the council’s spokesman 

colleagues would give the extra 
funding the green light and 
described the recommendation 
as ‘very exciting’.

He added: ‘With regards to 
the Port Ellen development in 
particular, I am over the moon at 
the news. 

‘This proves our RHDF 
initiative works.’

Extra funds for Islay housing

CANDIDATES for South West 
Scotland in the forthcoming 
Crofting Commission elections 
made impassioned defences 
of the crofting way of life at a 
hustings meeting in the Creagan 
Inn, Appin, on Monday.

Tiree’s Donnie Campbell, Billy 
Neilson of Taynuilt, Dr Michael 
Foxley from Achaphubuil and 
Coll’s Colin Kennedy were 
quizzed by a strong turnout of 
crofters. Robin Currie, from 
Bruichladdich, Islay, was not 
present.

Asked by a member of the 
audience if crofting was dead, 
all candidates present rejected 
the notion.

Billy Neilson said it gave 
people a home and a start in life 
and Donnie Campbell spoke of 
the importance of maintaining 
traditions and rural population 
through crofting. Dr Michael 
Foxley said that without crofting, 
Scotland’s west coast would not 
have its archetypal landscape 
and that the country got ‘a very 
good deal’ for the small subsidy 
paid out to crofters. 

Colin Kennedy said crofting 
wasn’t dead but was ‘very, very 
sick’, as a result of the failure 
of the now abolished Crofters 
Commission.

Chairman David Colthart 
thanked the staff at the Creagan 
Inn for their hospitality.

RESEARCH scientists will 

at Ardmucknish Bay, near 
Benderloch, to discover how 
Carbon Capture Storage 
(CCS) schemes impact on the 
environment.

This week contractor Allen 
Watson Ltd was due to begin 
drilling the horizontal well and 
is expected to complete the task 

can then start the gas release 
and their extensive monitoring 
programme in the middle of 
May.

Project lead Dr Henrik Stahl 
from the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) said 
between 80-800kilos of carbon 
dioxide would be pumped into 
the sediment bed of the bay 
for each of the experiment’s 30 
days, directly comparable with 
the amount of carbon created 
by 80-800 people exhaling each 
day.

Carbon will be pumped from a 
permanently manned container 
360metres away at Tralee Bay’s 
slipway, and the experiment 
will give scientists a chance to 
test highly sensitive carbon-leak 
detection equipment.

Marine scientists will then 
spend a minimum of 90 days 
observing how quickly the 
environment recovers.

It was anticipated that effects 
would only be seen in a 100m 

would move away - although 
not thought to be permanently 
- immobile species would likely 
be affected by the anticipated 

This, however, would also 
be minimal, with the Ph of the 
water likely to drop from about 
8.1 to 6.5.

Dr Stahl said: ‘So why here? 
First of all, Scotland’s waters are 
most likely to experience CCS 
schemes. 

‘We also have a good baseline 
for the area; we’ve been studying 
the bay for the past 14 years at 
SAMS.

‘We’re not here to advocate 
or oppose CSS. Our role is to 
provide information and help 
governments prepare risk 
minimisation policies.’

CCS could mitigate climate 
change by capturing carbon 
dioxide before it is emitted into 
the atmosphere and storing it in 
sub-seabed reservoirs. 

Mother’s 
Day

booking advisable
Call or email us 01855 821 048

visit www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Our seafood 

menu is always 

avaliable

MOTHERS DAY 
LUNCH

Sunday 18th march £19.95

Smoked Salmon with Brown Bread, Caper and Shallot
 or

----------

or

-------------

or

--------------

---------------

Treat your Mum to a Special meal on that Special Day

Mother’s Day!
Exciting Mother’s Day Menu 

available between 12 and 4pm in the restaurant with 
beautiful views and served all day in the Feryman’s Bar

In addition to our full range of Private 
and NHS treatments we also offer:
Tooth Whitening • Dental Implants

Facial Rejuvenation and Wrinkle reduction
Free initial Consultation

Please tel: 01631 563006 or visit 
practice for further information

Shore St Dental and 
Implant Centre, Oban

Sunday 25th March
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Tom and Nicola 
fly the flag for 
Lochaber AC 

BOXING

Underdogs
are ready
to bite back

ATHLETICS

Fort defender Iain Foggo makes a last ditch tackle on Lossie forward Ross Archibald. 20_f10fort04 

LOCHABER Rugby Club is due 
to welcome Banff to Banavie on 
Saturday, weather permitting.

The club, which has seen 
a number of home games 
postponed this season, is 
looking for only its second win 
of the season in RBS Caledonia 
regional league division two 
north.

Lochaber lost 55-0 against 
Moray last weekend. The match 
was moved to Kingussie due 
to the Banavie pitch being 
unplayable.AFTER 15 weeks of play 

Alleycats remain top of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 10 
scratch division with 69 points 
despite dropping two points 
to British Legion Scotland. 

Council moved to within 
two points of the leaders after 
a 5-0 win over third-placed 
Ardtoe/Nevis Radio. Despite 
the loss, Ardtoe/Nevis Radio 
stay in third on 49 points.

In the handicap division 

race of winter league saw some 
great runs from junior runners.
The under-11 boys race was won 
by Keir Gibson in 9.25, Fergus 
Fraser took second in 10.17 and 
Cameron Fraser came third in 
10.45.

Katie MacRae won the under-
11 girls in a very good time of 
10.29, with Molly Blackhall 
second in 13.17 and Elizabeth 
Morgan third in 14.41.

Ewan MacLean had a strong 
run to win the under-13 boys in 
12.47, Mark MacLean ran 13.51 
to claim a very good second in 

was third in 14.32.

IN IDEAL race conditions, 44 
runners turned out for Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s penultimate 
race for the winter league, The 

Tom Smith, LAC, led from 

of 32:45 with Peter Devenport of 
Bellahouston coming in second 
just over a minute behind Tom. 
Third place was Mike Bossard, 
LAC in a time of 35:27.

First lady home was Loch-
aber’s Nicola Meekin in 38:41, 
second was Amanda Blackhall, 
LAC, in 41:38 and Hannah 
Barnes was third in 44:48.

Other good runs on the day 
included another personal 

LAC, came off his night shift 

position. 
Marie MacCallum and Sandra 

Thompson, who is four months 
pregnant, also ran strongly. A 
big thanks goes to Aileen and 
Ellen for doing the timekeeping 
and to Pamela, Christine, Bruce 
and Cammy for marshalling.

The next and last Winter 
League Race is the Lairig Mor 
on Saturday March 17,which 
will be followed by the 
presentation at 7.30pm in the 
Nevis Centre.

FORT William Shinty Club took delivery of new strips from spon-

of their opening game with Bute.
Company representative Violeta Smetonaite and managing direc-

tor Donald Allan formally presented the kit to team captain Bryan 
Simpson at An Aird.  The match, which was drawn 1-1, was held at 
Black Parks, Inverlochy. An Aird is currently under repair. 
Photo – Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

LOCHABER Sports Associa-
tion is holding a race night in 
The Volunteer Arms, Fort 
William on Saturday night.

The event, to raise funds for 
a feasibility study on a possible 
indoor training facility, starts at 
7.30pm.

LOCHABER skier Lachlan 
Veitch is competing as part of 
a 20-strong team representing 
Scotland at the World Schools 
Ski Championships in Aosta 
Valley, Italy.

The Lochaber High School 
pupil spent two training before 
taking part in the giant slalom 
and slalom events. The champi-
onship, which started last Friday, 

REIGNING Scottish Six Days 

returning to Lochaber to defend 
his title in this year’s event, 
which takes place from May 
7-12.

The two-time winner from 
Leeds, who is 25, will be 
competing in his tenth SSDT.

He said: ‘The Scottish Six 
Days Trial is one of the best 
trials events in the world. It’s 
every young trials rider’s dream 
to go up there and do it. 

‘Winning the SSDT was 

set out to achieve in my career 
and now I’ve done it twice. It 
would be great to get a hat-trick 
this year.’

PRIMARY pupils from across 
Nether Lochaber battled wind 
and rain to compete in the annual 
Active Schools cross-country 
race in Glencoe recently.

Some 20 P6 and P7 pupils 
from Kinlochleven, Ballachul-
ish, St Bride’s, Glencoe and 
Duror primaries took part, and 
tackled a looped course starting 
at the National Trust of Scotland 
premises.

TRIALS

Trials champion 
will defend his title 

RUGBY

Lochaber at home 
to Banff 

ASSOCIATION
Race Night

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk
FORT William FC manager 
Danny Conlon says his side are 
going into this weekend’s bot-
tom-of-the-table clash with 
Strathspey Thistle as underdogs. 

Fort are currently last in the 
Highland League with four 
points from 20 games, with 
Strathspey just one point ahead 
having played three more 
times. Third bottom Brora 
Rangers have 17 points.

Fort and Strathspey drew 2-2 
when they met at Claggan Park 
in November, and the loser of 
this Saturday’s game in Gran-
town-on-Spey will know they 

last place.

Keeper Stewart Grey may have 
played his last game for the club 
due to his work commitments, 
and Conlon said he was hopeful 
of bringing in another keeper on 
loan before Saturday’s game.

Fort manager Danny Conlon 
told The Oban Times: ‘It’s a big, 
big game for us. We’re certainly 
going in us underdogs, they’ve 
had some good results recently 
and they’ve shown that they 
have improved.

‘We are not creating enough 
chances and when we are creat-
ing them we’re not converting 
them. In the last few games 
we’ve been playing reasonably 
well for 45 minutes and then 
we’re poor for the other 45.’

Fort slipped to a third consecu-
tive defeat without scoring last 
weekend, going down 2-0 to 

Lossiemouth at Claggan Park.
On a windy, rainy day, the 

Lochaber side battled hard but 
were unable to create many 
chances. Steven Sim put the 
visitors ahead in the 13th min-

minutes before the break with a 
header from a corner. 

Fort created chances in the 
second half, with Darren Quigg 
seeing an effort cleared off the 

back of the net.
Conlon said he was unhappy 

with the performance, saying: 

a bottom of the league side. 
Although we did have eight 
players in the squad who were 
19 or under.’

Loser of Saturday’s game is likely 
to finish the season in last place

New kit for the Fort

runs until Saturday.
The 13-year-old has also 

recently picked up two podium 
positions in giant slalom events, 

Championships in Champoluc, 
Italy – Podium  - 2nd in Giant 
Slalom and third in the Anglo-
Scottish race in Chamonix, 
France. 

Lachlan said: ‘Training is go-

Robyn and Abbie Blackhall 
battled it to the line in the under 
13-girls race with Robyn winning 
in 14.15, just half a second ahead 
of Abbie. Rosa Gibson was third.
Innes Blackhall ran a good 17.10 
to win the under-15 boys ahead 
of Bruce MacLean in 18.51, with 
Eilidh Moynhian 1st under 15 
girl in 19.01 ahead of Rachel 
MacPherson in 20.34.

The under 17 runners all had 
excellent runs. Calum Fraser 
won in 35.48 – good enough for 

Tangney was second in 39.03 and 
Craig MacLean third in 39.40.

Final winter league race
ATHLETICS

clear on 52 points after beat-
ing Ardtoe/Nevis Radio 5-0. 
Alleycats fall to second spot 
after going down 5-0 to British 
Legion Scotland. Ardtoe/Nevis 
Radio are in third place.

The highest scratch team 
game of the week came from 
A l l e y c a t s w i t h 5 6 8 . R o -
tavators had the highest 
handicap game with 809. 
Likely Lads had the week’s top 
scratch two game series with 
1,108 whilst British Legion 

Scotland had the top handicap 
two game series with 1,588.

Sandy McIntosh, of British 
Legion Scotland, rolled the 
best individual game of 178 
scratch, 250 handicap. Stewart 
Duncan, of Likely Lads, 
had the best two game scratch 
series with 317 whilst Duncan 
Gillies (Rotavators) had the 
best two game handicap series 
with 425.

TEN PIN BOWLING

Alleycats still the team to beat

SKIING

Lachlan Veitch in action

LOCHABER Leisure put 11 
goals past Stroke City to main-
tain their 16 point lead at the 
top of the Ali Young Premier 
League at the Nevis Centre on 
Sunday night.

Narrow Win
Second-placed Ballachulish 

beat bottom side Bayern Bru 
3-0 while Goon Squad moved 

into third with a narrow 6-5 win 
against Achintore FC.

HWEnergy No-Stars defeated 
AA Young 4-2, while The Gran-
ite House beat Livercaol 4-3. The 
night’s other game saw Steaua 
Sookabreast win 5-3 against 
TNF United.

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Leisure lead by 16 points

Race winners - (clockwise 
from top left) Rebecca Small, 
Kinlochleven; Alex Dent, 
St Bride’s; Ross MacLean, 
Ballachulish and Caitlin 
MacGillivray, Kinlochleven. 
20_f10race01

ing well at BSA in Les Houches 
and I’m working hard every day 

academic studies. I’m looking 
forward to the next up and com-
ing races.’

Lachlan is pictured in action at 
the recent Borrufa International 
Championship in Andorra.

P6 pupil Alex Dent of St 
Bride’s recorded the fastest 

13minutes and 51seconds. Ross 
Maclean was the fastest P7 in 
14minutes 25seconds. Caitlin 
MacGillivray, P6, was the fast-
est girl with a time of 16minutes 
4seconds, while second placed 
Rebecca Small was 10 seconds 
behind and the quickest P7 girl.

Each school was provided with 
training sessions then selected a 
team of four to compete. Pupils 
from Kinlochleven High assisted 
with the running of the day. 

Results: 
Girls race – 1, Caitlin MacGilvary, 

16minutes 4seconds (P6 1st); 2, Rebecca 
Small, 16m14s (P7 1st); 3, Dora Shepherd, 
16m27s (P7 2nd); 4, Tammy Cooper, 
17m15; 5, Megan Daynes , 17m27s (P6 
2nd); 6, Kate Leitch, 18m34s; 7, Shannon 
MacDonald, 18m39s; 8, Islay MacIntosh, 
18m54s; 9, Ella Cockerill, 18m56s; 10, 

-
cLauchlan, 20m16s; 12, Beth Shepton, 
22m37s; 13, Christine MacDonald, 
23m41s.

Boys race - 1, Alex Dent, 13m51s (P6 
- 1st); 2, Ross MacLean 14m25s (P7 1st); 
3, Calum MacLean 14m33s (P7 - 2nd); 4, 
Robbie Heriot 15m03s; 5, David Lander, 
15m05s (P6 2nd); 6, David Murphy, 

CROSS COUNTRY

Alex makes a dent 
in the fastest time
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