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A KILCHRENAN boy has 
gained a place with a prestig-

attempt after impressing at 
an audition in Glasgow.

Performing
Marcus Swietlicki, aged 

10, will be one of the young-
est singers in the National 
Youth Choir of Scotland’s 
National Boys Choir and 
will perform at Glasgow City 
Hall over Easter, following a 
week-long course at Loretto 
School in Edinburgh.

The Kilchrenan Primary 
School pupil, who was a cast 
member in last year’s Taynu-
ilt pantomime, sang the Ol-
iver Twist favourite Where Is 
Love at the audition.

‘I was a bit nervous when 
I was singing but I thought I 
had good chance to get into 
the choir.

‘My dad got the letter to 
say I had got in and I was 
really surprised.’

Marcus said his delight 
at getting into the choir 

turned to mild embarrass-
ment when his head teacher 
Graham Dickie announced 
his achievement to everyone 
in the school on Monday.

Proud
But proud mum Morag, 

a violinist, said: ‘Marcus 
played Mick Jugular in the 
Taynuilt pantomime and 
competed at the Highlands 
and Islands Music and 
Dance Festival last year but 
he doesn’t have a singing 
teacher.

‘I’m over the moon for him, 
he has done so well. You go 
in for these things and you 
don’t expect anything but 
you have to give it a go.’

Morag had heard about the 

pupil, Kilmore’s Angus Sin-
clair, sang with them three 
years ago and she took Mar-
cus to Glasgow’s Mitchell 
Library for the audition at 
the end of January. Marcus 
is one of a handful of boys 
from the Oban area to sing 

with the choir over the past 

Marcus’ father, Arek, who 
runs a construction company, 
also has a musical side and 
plays rhythm guitar in the 
Lorn-based band Blues-
caster.

Cho i r  manager  Ru th 
Townsend said: ‘For some-
one that has had no previous 
experience in a choir, this 
is a great achievement. He 
obviously has a good natural 
singing voice.’

Marcus Swietlicki from Kilchrenan has been selected to sing with the National Boys’ Choir. 07_t09marc02

Kilchrenan young singer uses a little ‘Twist’ 
to book his place in national youth choir

Elderly
care may 
go private
Council to consider home care, day care 
and care home services going to tender

ARGYLL Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has been 
given planning permission to 
build 36 homes in Oban’s Glen-
shellach area.

However, the housing associa-
tion does not yet have funding to 

houses on land owned by M & 
K MacLeod.

Argyll and Bute councillors 
agreed last week to allow the 
development, which will be two 
blocks of one-bedroom flats, 

terraces of two-bedroom homes, 
with four houses in each terrace, 
although it is a higher density 
than would be preferred.

Planners told the planning, 
protective services and licensing 
committee that all the homes 
would be affordable, which jus-

the higher density.
ACHA had pointed out that 

there was extremely high de-
mand for affordable homes 

in Oban with more than 600 
families and single people on 
the waiting list for homes in 
the area.

Chief executive of ACHA 
Alastair MacGregor said: ‘The 
association, at the moment, has 
no funding for the site from the 
Scottish government. What we 
wanted to do was get planning 
permission for all the develop-
ments so that the principal of 
development on the site could 
be taken forward.’

association would get funding 
for the development, he said, 
but it could now be included in 
the strategic housing investment 
plan which goes before the Scot-
tish government with support 
from the local authority.

‘We are very keen to take this 
site forward if funding becomes 
available,’ he added.

There are plans for a play area 
within the development but not 
for any other amenities.

ACHA gets planners’ nod 
for 36 new homes in Oban
Scottish government urged to 
fund much-needed local housing

OFFICIALS at Argyll and 
Bute Council have been asked 
to look at privatising all three 
parts of the authority’s serv-
ices to older people.

A special committee at the 
council is to be asked tomor-
row (Friday) to agree to a new 
project team that will develop 
the option of putting out to 
tender home care, day care 
and care home services.

The committee decided in 
November that, following 
the Older People Services 
Review, which has not been 
made public, that this was the 
option they wished to develop 

The approved project team 
is to be asked to look initially 
at services the council pro-
vides that are duplicated in 
the independent sector with a 
view to the council withdraw-
ing from them completely.

Social services spokesman 
Councillor Donald McIn-
tosh, a member of the special 
committee for older people’s 
services, was keen to empha-
sis that no decisions had been 
made and that any recom-
mendations would have to go 
before all councillors.

‘This was the preferred op-

with and we have asked them 
to come back with a  full 

business case and that will 
be presented to the council,’ 
he said.

‘We are under severe con-
straints because the older 
population is increasing. We 
can’t continue the way we 
are and we have to consider 
different options. 

‘We haven’t got the fund-
ing there from the Scottish 
government [for free personal 
care] so we have to look at all 
options.’

He said the council had 
struggled to provide free 
personal care for the elderly 
from the moment former First 
Minister Henry McLeish 
stood up in the Scottish Par-
liament and announced it in 

But this did not mean that 
in places where there was 
no private sector provision 
that services would be with-
drawn.

‘Some homes might go 
to the private sector, some 
might stay with the council 
and some might have a dif-
ferent way of operating,’ 

he said. ‘That has all to be 
teased out.

the business case what is vi-
able.’

If agreed to, the project team 
will be given a six-month 
timetable to come back to 
the special committee with 
a view on where the council 
can withdraw from services; 
a specification for the re-
mainder of the services and 
where these can be done by 
the independent sector; and 
a complete consultation with 
the independent sector and in-
vitations to tender drawn up.

A council spokeswoman 
said: ‘Following the deci-
sion of the council’s special 
committee reviewing the 
direct delivery of services to 
older people by the council 
in November last year, the 

business case in regard to op-
tions to possibly externalise 
the direct service provision 
by the council.

‘This will also look at areas 
in which withdrawal from 
direct provision of services 
might be possible due to 
excess demand.

‘No decision has been taken 
by the special committee in 
regard to externalisation or 

tion of the business case will 
furnish the special committee 
with the relevant informa-
tion to enable it to assess 
matters.’

ARMED police, dogs units and a helicopter were all called to a 
Saturday night siege in Dunollie, Oban, following reports that a man 
with a knife was involved in a disturbance.

 After a seven-hour stand-off the incident ended peacefully when 

Read more - Page 3

Armed police called to Dunollie siege

£1 million to be spent on Argyll’s roads
MORE than £1 million is to be spent on Argyll’s roads to repair 
damage caused by the severe winter weather.

damage’ done to them over the Christmas period when snowfall 
froze for two weeks in the coldest spell in Scotland since 1914.
Read more - Page 10

Royal National Mòd goes to Paisley in 2013

the town has held Gaelic’s premier festival.
Mòd organiser An Comunn Gàidhealach made the announcement at 

its AGM last Friday. The Paisley branch of An Comunn Gàidhealach 

Read more - Page 2
Elderly islanders in need of care on Tiree and 

ELDERLY islanders on Tiree and Islay may have to be brought to 
the mainland unless more care workers can be attracted to island 
posts.

That is the dilemma facing Argyll and Bute Council as it tries 
to cope with an ageing island population and empty social care 
posts.

Councillor Donald ‘Skye’ McIntosh, council spokesman for social 
services, said: ‘On Islay and Tiree in particular, there is an increasing 
elderly population but fewer people to look after them.’
Read more - Page 11

Argyll College Oban, 2 Glengallan Road, 
Glenshellach, Oban PA34 4HH

Tel 01631 559 500 • Fax 01631 567 131

See advertisement 
on page 3 

for full details

Argyll
College

is moving!
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Beachd Ailein
A-rèir rannsachaidh a dh’ fhoillsich Comunn 
Mheidigeach Bhreatann bho chionn ghoirid tha 
barrachd is barrachd dhaoine a’ sireadh aire dotair 
aig amannan taobh a-mach an latha obrach, agus 
air an deireadh sheachdain. Tha cuideachd gairm 
charbad-eiridinn air fàs trichead ’s a còig as a’ 
cheud san fharsaingeachd, agus ceathrad ’s a h-aon 
as a’ cheud air na feasgair. Mar a thuigear tha na 
gluasadan seo nan dragh mòr dha dotairean agus 
dhan t-seirbheis shlàinte, is cha b’ iongnadh ged a 
bhiodh iomagain a’ nochdadh a thaobh cosgais.

Tha seirbheis slàinte na rìoghachd seo na adhbhar 
farmaid air feadh an t-saoghail agus ged a bhios 
sinne a’ gearan gun sgur tha rud againn an seo a 
tha da-rìribh a’ toirt co-ionnanachd cothroim dhan 
mhòr-shluagh. Tha sinn air fàs cho cleachdte ris 
a’ ghoireas seo is nach eil sinn ’s dòcha a’ cur na 
luach air a bu chòir, neo co-dhiù chun am bi feum 
againn air leigheas. 

’S i a’ cheist, ma tha, am bheil sinn a’ fàs neo-
ar-thaingeil air na th’ againn? Bheil sinn a’ sìor 
iarraidh, gun thuigse neo diù air cosgais neo duilg-
headas eile? An gabh sinn sàsachadh, neo am feum 
sinn a bhith riaraichte le nas lugha?

Tha sinn air fàs cleachdte ri còir air seirbheis 
slàinte agus tha riaghaltas a’ cur ris a sin le bhith 
a’ cur amasan cruaidh ro na seirbheisean a thaobh 
na h-ùine sam feumar daoine fhaicinn. Aig an aon 
àm tha riaghaltas air gabhail ris gun robh uairean 
obrach mì-chneasta aig dotairean òga, agus le 
ceartas chaidh smachd a ghabhail air sin. Tha tu-
arastail bhanaltram air an leasachadh, ach tha cuid 
fhathast ann an seirbheis na slàinte aig nach eil ach 
pàigheadh bochd taca ris an uallach a th’ orra. Agus 
os cionn sin uile tha staing eaconomaigeach eadar-
nàiseanta a tha a’ ciallachadh gum bheil ionmhas 
poblach gu bhith gann fad nan deich bliadhna 
romhainn co-dhiù, agus ’s dòcha nas  fhaide.

Feumaidh sinn a thuigsinn gum bheil seirbheis 
na slàinte fìor chosgail a cumail a’ dol agus gum 
bheil a cuid maoin an eisimeil neart eaconamaidh 
na rìoghachd. Chan iarradh duine lughdachadh 
air ìre seirbheis, ach tha aon dòigh cuideachaidh 
againn uile agus ’s e sin a bhith nochdadh aig an 
àm is còir.
A recent report by the BMI details dramatically 
increased demand on doctors outside normal 
working hours, and similar pressure on ambulance 
services in evenings and at weekends. While there 
are several possible explanations for these trends, 
including work pressures on patients, it is also 
being suggested that the trend is partly driven by 

Despite frequent criticism our health service is 
envied by many countries, but after sixty years are 
we taking it too much for granted? Are we asking 
more than it can reasonably provide? Should we 
be more aware that health service resources are 

that all appointments are kept!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

THREE priests from the 
southern isles are to feature 
in the new series of the BBC’s 
An Island Parish.
  The new Roman Catho-
lic priest for Barra, Father 

John Paul MacKinnon of the 
Church of Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, Castlebay, along with 
neighbouring priest Father 
Roddy McAuley of St Peter’s, 
Daliburgh, South Uist and 

retired priest Father Calum 
MacLellan from Eriskay are 
the subject of the next series of 
the popular BBC2 programme 
produced by Tiger Aspect 
Productions.

The day-to-day lives of the 

between now and the end of 
the summer and the series, 

broadcast later this year.

Father Roddy McAuley, Father John Paul MacKinnon and Father Calum MacLellan, retired, at Castlebay, Barra in 
front of Kisimul Castle.

Film crew to follow island priests

A STRETCH of road south of 
Campbeltown susceptible to 
landslides is to be upgraded.

Argyll and Bute Council 
has agreed to carry out work 
on the B842 Conie Glen road 
to improve the roadside and 

northbound lane uphill of the 
existing road.

Following landslip activity 

Although the risk of the 

ground slipping below the 
road will not be entirely re-
moved, it is hoped the level 
of risk can be managed better 
in the future.

The Conie Glen road is built 
on top of an area of ground 
which experienced landslides 

around 40 years ago as well as 
more recently.

The council’s executive 
agreed last week to this op-
tion – at an estimated cost 
of £320,000 – from several 
put forward by geotechnical 
experts Scott Wilson.

Council leader Councillor 
Dick Walsh said: ‘It is ex-
tremely important that we do 
something at this location, as 
this issue is not going to go 
away.  The current situation 
is obviously of concern not 
just to the local residents, but 

to the hundreds of people who 
visit the Southend area both 
for business and pleasure.’

The project now moves to 
the design phase. It is hoped 
that the work will be com-
pleted towards the end of the 
summer. 

Kintyre landslip-threat road to have £320,000 spend

PAISLEY has been named as 
the host venue for the Royal 
National Mod in 2013, the 

Gaelic’s premier festival.
Mod organiser An Comunn 

Gaidhealach made the an-
nouncement at its AGM last 
Friday.

John Macleod, President 
of An Comunn Gàidhealach 
said: ‘An Comunn have re-
ceived, and considered, sub-
missions from local authori-
ties regarding the economic 
squeeze that they are feeling 
at the moment. 

‘Our board of directors 
have debated this issue thor-
oughly and concluded that 
the present three-year plan-
ning process for Am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail (Royal 
National Mod) now needs 
to be extended to four years 
to give local authorities and 
supporters of the Mòd more 
opportunity to plan for the 
event.

‘The early announcement 

step in establishing this lon-
ger planning cycle.’

The Paisley branch of An 
Comunn Gaidhealach sub-
mitted an application to host 
the Mòd in 2011 and then 
re-submitted the application 
for 2012.

Growing interest
An Comunn Gàidhealach 

stressed that bringing the 
2013 event to Paisley would 
allow the growing Gaelic 
speaking community in Ren-
frewshire and Glasgow closer 

time since the Mòd was held 
in Airdrie in 1993. 

Mr Macleod concluded by 
saying: ‘We have a duty to 
bring the Mòd to the growing 
Gaelic communities across 
Scotland, as well as to the 
Highlands and Islands. A 20-
year delay in holding a Mod 
in West Central Scotland is 
far too long and I am sure 
the event will be welcomed 
by everyone.’

A m  M ò d  N à i s e a n t a 
Rìoghail will be held in 
Caithness between October 
8-16 this year, followed by 
Stornoway in 2011 and Du-
noon in 2012.

Paisley 
first for 
Royal 
National
Mòd
Gaelic festival 
planning process 
extended to four years

FORESTRY Commission Scotland is asking members of the 
public, partner agencies, groups and organisations to offer 

(2010 - 2015) sets out how the commission will promote and 
use Gaelic in communicating with the public and with key 
partners. The Consultation period ends April 2 at noon. 

Forestry Commission calls for Gaelic comment

to the pupils of Castlebay High School at Castlebay 
Fire Station last Wednesday.

Skills training

staff heard how they have learned skills, such as: hose 
drills; ladder drills; breathing apparatus and carrying 

They also learned basic first aid skills, deliv-
ered by The Scott ish Ambulance Service.

to have been involved in the course, which is funded 
by The Big Lottery Fund.

Castlebay High School pupils 
take part in fire safety course

A REVIEW of the Jura passen-
ger ferry service to Tayvallich 
has revealed that it has boosted 
the island economy by an esti-
mated £130,410.

The ferry service is in the 

and the current report makes 
positive reading to the ferry 
operators, who are based on 
the island. 

The inflatable RIB gives 
Jurachs and visitors summer 
season day-return access from 
Craighouse to the mainland, 
and negates the need to travel 
to the neighbouring Isle of 
Islay to catch the boat to Ken-
nacraig.

to September 24) the service 
carried 1,761 passengers, of 
which 14 per cent were island 
residents. In season 2009 
(April 9 to September 31) 
passenger numbers increased 

to 2,688, with residents’ use 
increasing to 23 per cent.

But one of the more pleas-
ing aspects to the increased 
visitor number is the economic 
impact on the island.

A number of distinct custom-
er groups have emerged; busi-
ness visitors, holiday home 
owners visiting more fre-
quently, walkers and cyclists, 
‘Whisky Trail’ tourists from 
North America and Scandina-
via and shooting parties.

Jura Distillery Shop esti-
mates that most day visitors 
on the ferry visit the shop and 
spend an average of £30 per 
person.

Jura Hotel similarly esti-
mates that most day visitors 
come into the hotel and pur-
chase at least a coffee, with 
some having lunch or staying 
overnight.

Antlers restaurant reports 
high footfall by day visitors 
and has employed two part-
time staff in high season as a 
result. The island cycle hire 

per cent increase in business 
due to ferry visitors.

John Potts of Jura Develop-
ment Trust said: ‘There is a 
very positive feeling about 
the passenger ferry and many 
islanders use it regularly, as 
well as visitors.

‘I know one man who works 

on the mainland, who says the 
ferry has made his life a lot 
easier, and another who can 
travel to see his parents in Ed-
inburgh and bring them back 
to Jura within the same day.’

In Tayvallich the community 
shop reports additional sales 
due to passengers awaiting or 
alighting from the ferry. This 

buy-out initiative.
Islanders also report that 

the increased journeys to the 
island have reduced the sense 
of isolation and has increased 
the incidence of holiday home-
owners visiting their proper-
ties.

The ferry service requires an 
ongoing subsidy of between 
£40,000 - £55,000 in order to 

suggest that for every £1 
spent on the service a return 
of nearly £3 is possible. 

Tayvallich link boosting Jura’s economy

‘There is a 
very positive 
feeling about 
the passenger 
ferry’ARGYLL-LAW.COM

Are you in trouble with the police?
Are you facing criminal charges?
For help contact David Brookens,

a solicitor advocate with more than 
25 years courtroom experience.

Log on to Argyll-Law.com 
or Tel: 01770 700535 or 07000 333363 (07000 DEFEND)

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Mothering Sunday March 14
Join us for a special 3 course

Lunch in our Dining Room £24 
Overlooking the harbour 

 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087FORT WIL

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 42,452* readers 
could be reading your advert. 
* Audit Bureau of Circulation Jan - June 2009

OBAN
Commercial and Domestic
No job too big or too small

Argyll Cleaning Solutions can offer you
• Competitive Quotes

• A monthly payment plan tailored to 
your own requirements

• Domestic & Commercial Maintenance

Telephone James for your free quote
01631 567448 or  07747 598030

KITCHEN
EXTRACTION

SYSTEMS
FULL DEEP HYGIENE CLEANS
TO HVCA TR19 CERTIFICATE

OF COMPLIANCE AFTER COMPLETION.
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Ten-day Festival of the Sea planned for Oban 

MEMBERS of the public 
attempted to hold North Uist 
councillors to account over 
the future of Lochmaddy 
Primary School at a heated 
community council meeting 
on Monday.

Refuse to discuss 
The councillors responded 

by refusing to discuss the 
situation ahead of a ‘con-
versation’ with Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar’s leader and 
director of education at the 
school this week, part of the 
council’s consultations on 
their cost-cutting propos-
als across education in the 
islands.

The Lochmaddy community 
is angered by CnES proposals 
to close Lochmaddy, moving 
pupils to Carinish 12 miles 
away.

The community has shown 
the school roll is growing 
and is expected to reach 20 
by 2014.

They have also shown that 
Lochmaddy is a thriving eco-
nomic centre, with 182 jobs at 
present and more expected in 
the short and medium term.

Parents say they do not 
want their children to spend 
long periods each day on 
public transport ill-equipped 
to deal with them; and that 
Lochmaddy school has been 
deemed satisfactory at all 
levels in recent HMIe reports, 
with a higher rating for its 
building than Paible school.

Denied proposal
At the meeting two parents, 

Ewen Morrison and Nor-
man Macleod repeatedly 
asked the local councillors 
present, Archie Campbell and 
Uisdean Robertson, where 
they stood on the matter and 
whether their support could 
be counted upon.

Councillor Campbell, who 
is chairman of CnES  sustain-
able development committee, 
sits on the education and 
children’s services committee 
and the policy and resources 
committee, denied there was 
any proposal to close Loch-
maddy Primary School.

He said: ‘Council leader 

TEN days of special events 
in and around Oban will 

of the Sea.
Community input

The Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS), 
based at Dunstaffnage, is 
co-ordinating the festival, to 
be held from May 21 to 31.  
Organisers hope it will bring 
together world-class scien-
tists with school children, 
local businesses and com-

munity groups to celebrate 
the area’s connections with 
the sea.

Dr Anuschka Miller of 
SAMS explained: ‘Argyll’s 
coastline is as long as that 

by our seas, our climate and 
gardens, our culture and the 
on-going prosperity of Oban 
also has lots to do with our 
marine environment.  Tour-
ists come because of our 
environment or the oppor-

tunities it provides.
‘This festival of the sea is 

-
nity-based event. It’s some-
thing we hope will become a 
regular feature of the town’s 
calendar.’ 

Waverley visit
SAMS has received grants 

from the Scottish govern-
ment and Argyll and Bute 
LEADER programme to 
fund the special programme.  
Nearby schools will be learn-

ing about the sea for a week 
running up to the festival 
and a host of activities are 
being planned for all ages, 
including guided walks, 
cooking demonstrations, 
drama, music and a visit by 

The festival will kick off 
with a parade of children 
in sea-inspired costumes 
and there may even be the 
crowning of Mr Nepture, an 

event. Local restaurants are 
being encouraged to put on 
special festival menus cel-
ebrating the fruits of the sea 
and catering for the visitors 
the event hopes to attract. 

Welcomed
Councillor Roddie Mc-

Cuish said the programme 
of special events would 

-
tors to the town and help its 
economy thrive. 

‘It’s vitally important we 

encourage things like this 
in the town,’ he said.  ‘It’s 
great to see SAMS taking the 
intiative not just in Dunstaff-
nage but in Oban itself. 

‘It’s not just that the com-

this will put Oban on the 
map.

‘SAMS has worldwide 
renown, and as it continues 
to grow so will the economy 
of Oban and the surrounding 
area.’ 

North Uist parents 
voice concerns 
over school cuts

Lochmaddy parents and community members face 
North Uist Community Council in Lochmaddy Hall

Angus Campbell promised 
a conversation with Loch-
maddy parents as part of the 
consultation process taking 

Isles. That will happen on 

at Lochmaddy school.’
Listening

Councillor Campbell said 
he viewed the community 
council meeting as an op-
portunity for the community 
to air its views. 

-
rison and Mr Macleod as to 
whether they could count 
on his support to keep Lo-
chmaddy open, Councillor 
Campbell said: ‘I will make 
my position clear after the 
consultation process. I will 
not be answering questions 
tonight as I refuse to be the 
only representative of the 
comhairle.’

-
tion on the matter Councillor 
Uisdean Robertson said: ‘I’ll 
take the opinions and will 
listen but I am not making 
any commitments until I have 
seen all the arguments.’

Councillor Campbell added: 
‘My responsibility is to all 
the residents of the ward in-
cluding those without school 
children and older people. 
As elected members we need 
to look at our responsibili-
ties across the whole island 
chain.’

Mr Morrison asked: ‘Should 
you not be fighting for all 

our schools?’ Councillor 
Campbell said he would not 
be drawn into arguments with 
people.

Alasdair Allan, MSP, at-
tended the meeting and stated 
his support for Lochmaddy 
school. He said: ‘Parents 
have shown there is a good 
case for keeping the school 
open. It makes no sense to 
shut it in an economically 
thriving area.’

After the meeting Mr Ma-
cleod, who is manager of 
Taigh Chearsabhagh arts 
centre and parent of a pre-
school child, said: ‘People 
have now lost confidence 
in their councillors. This 
should never have got to this 
stage. The information the 
comhairle is using is wrong. 
They took figures of pre-
school children only from 
one nursery on the island, 
showing that there were three 
pre-school children in the 
Lochmaddy area, which was 
totally misleading.

be 20 school-age children 
within three years, and that 
at the current rate of growth, 
the school might need an 
extension.’

Mr Macleod added: ‘I would 
like to know why Lochmaddy 
was earmarked for closure 

email a year ago which sug-
gested this, which has been 
withdrawn from the council 
website and is now denied.’

Councillor denies any proposal to 
close Lochmaddy Primary School

A DRAMATIC Saturday 
night siege in Dunollie, Oban, 
involving police in riot gear, 

-

plus dog units, ended peace-
fully when a 27-year-old man 
gave himself up to police.

used riot shields and 
cordoned off an area, near 
to the shop, after a man went 

claimed that the man had a 
knife and at one point tried 
to attack the police with the 
weapon.

 The stand-off, which 
lasted seven hours, saw 
expert negotiators and a 
police armed response unit 
rushed to the town to deal 
with the situation - described 

Strathclyde Police.
A crowd quickly gathered, 

as a helicopter circled above 

man said that he was known 
for his erratic behaviour. 

The man was later taken 
to hospital in Lochgilphead 
where he remains.

A police spokesman 

called to a disturbance at 
5.17 pm on Bay View Road, 
on Saturday evening.

‘As a result of the call-out, 
police continued to Graham 
Court to arrest a male who 
they believed was causing 
the disturbance.

‘The situation accelerated 

members of the public, 

force’s armed response and 
dog units who are based 
in Glasgow. A trained 
negotiator was also called to 
the scene.

situation until these units 

‘The situation continued 
until 12.08 am when the 
male surrendered to police.

slight injury and received 
medical treatment.’

the paramedics treated a 
male at the scene – before 
being transferred to the 
hospital.

Armed
police
called to 
Dunollie
siege

COMMUNITY radio sta-

increased.

at the station’s annnual 
meeting on Monday.

administrative expenses 

company’s turnover for the 
year. Turnover decreased 

an indication of the credit 
crunch, the company’s bad 

post loss

Dunbeg shop 
to become 

PERMISSION has been 
granted to turn a vacant shop 

The premises at 14 Jane 
Road have been empty for 
some time. Planners agreed 
to the change of use because 
an existing village shop lies 
next door at number 15. 

Development
of historic 
farm buildings
HISTORIC farm buildings 
on a Cowal estate are to be 
converted into a garden cen-
tre, craft shop and cafe, after 
planners granted permission 
last week.

Ardlamont Leisure, based 
at the Ardlamont Estate 
near Kames, hope the 
development will cater for 
tourists all year round and 
create four new jobs. 

There were no objections 
to the plans to transform 
the interior of the Category 
B Listed buildings, known 
as The Square, with few 
external alternations. 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is to stop paying deposits 
for homeless people moving 
into privately rented homes. 
Instead, from April 1, it will 
underwrite the sum without 
any money changing hands. 

The rent deposit guarantee 
scheme means the council 
will pay out to a landlord 
only if the deposit is needed 
to cover damage or bills. 

A report to councillors noted 
since 2004, 411 deposits 
had been covered to help 
secure tenancies, but the old 
system was burdensome to 
run and fewer deposits were 
recovered than expected. 

A number of landlords 
surveyed told the council 
they would not work with 
the new system. 

Change to 
deposits for 
homeless A LOYAL dog and a loving 

community were behind the 
rescue of a man lost in the 
hills.

Ian MacLean of Collaig, 
Ardfern, went missing 
while working with his 
family on the hillside in 
Kilmelford. The 61-year-
old farmer who suffers from 
dementia was disorientated 
for more than 15 hours in 
freezing conditions before 
Nell, his nine-year-old 
collie dog, raised the alarm 
for rescuers.

Brother Hugh MacLean 
said: ‘At one point there 
were more than 100 people 
on the hillside. It was quite 
incredible that so many 
people were willing to come 
and look for Ian. The dog 
doesn’t usually make any 
noise so when she barked 

to attract the attention of 
rescuers we knew just how 
loyal she is.’

Daughter Julie MacLean 

and caring community here 
in Arfern.  

‘The day he went missing 
every emergency service in 
the area came to our help: 
Oban Police especially 
Sergeant Colin Johnson, 
Strathclyde Police Mountain 
Rescue, Clyde Coastguard, 

Rescue Dogs, Oban and 
Arrochar mountain rescue 
teams, the ambulance 

– and our community here 
in Ardfern were amazing.’

North Argyll Carers Centre 
and Alzheimer’s Scotland. 
help Ian and his family cope 

with day-to-day life. To say 
thank you to the charities 
the family organised a 
fundraiser on Saturday 
night. Ian’s wife Eilidh was 
overwhelmed by the support 
for her husband.

‘People were so generous 
on the night of the incident 
that I was a bit worried they 
felt that they had already 
given support,’ she said. ‘So, 
we were overwhelmed with 

a big thank you twice.’
Ruth Moody of North 

Argyll Carers Centre said: 
‘To say we are delighted at 
the results of the evening 
would be an understatement. 

organisers for all their hard 
work and ensure the money 
is put to good use.’

Ian MacLean with daughter Julie and loyal dog Nell at home in Ardfern. 16-t09dog01

Community rallys round 
farmer saved by his dog

rendered part of the B844 
by Loch Seil impassable on 

Police were alerted when 
the 5.10pm bus from Oban 
to Easdale slipped on ice and 
straddled the road. 

One eyewitness said: 
‘There were 60 cars stuck on 
both sides of the hill because 
of thick snow and ice.’

storm blocks 
Seil road

Argyll College Oban, 2 Glengallan 
Road, Glenshellach, Oban PA34 4HH

Telephone: 01631 559 500
Fax: 01631 567 131

Argyll
College

is moving!

Over the period Friday 26th February to 
Monday 1st March, the college will relocate
to its new Oban premises near the hospital. 
The address details are below. Phone 
numbers remain the same as before but our 
fax number changes to 01631 567 131.

There may be some disruption to phone 
services over this weekend so if you are 

unable to get through, please call 
0845 230 99 69

We will respond as quickly as we can.

There will be an Open Day to allow our 
customers, old and new, to see the new 
facilities.  Details will be in the Oban Times in 
due course.  We’re sorry to leave Dunstaffnage 
but the bigger and much improved facilities
in the new Oban centre will be a boon to the 
whole Oban and Lorn area.  Moving from 
Dunstaffnage also allows our UHI partner, 
SAMS, to expand as they will take over our 
old premises and extend them.

Watch the press for more information 
in the coming weeks.
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Mull Lines

To sponsor Mull Lines 
please contact Isla at
01631-568000

SEA and land-based vol-
unteer rescue teams have 
reacted positively following 
a decision that west coast 
search and rescue helicop-
ters are to be replaced and 
operated by civilian crews. 

The Ministry of Defence 
has named a consortium of 
private companies, includ-
ing Thales UK and the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, as the 
preferred bidder to run the 
national service. The Soteria 
Consortium’s arrangements 

are expected to be phased in 
from 2012. 

Ageing Royal Navy Sea 
King helicopters will be 
replaced by larger and faster 
Sikorsky S92 helicopters, 
though the total number 
of craft will drop from 38 
to around 24 nationwide. 
The west of Scotland base, 
served by the RAF at HMS 
Gannet at Prestwick, will be 
transferred to civilian staff at 
Glasgow Airport. 

Volunteer rescue crews 

responded positively, saying 
that they expected the same 
high level of response. 

John Grieve, team leader 
with Glencoe Mountain 
Rescue, said he had no wor-
ries about the service being 
privatised: ‘I have never 
seen why it should be a mili-
tary task. We work with the 
coastguard helicopters at the 
moment and that’s exactly 
the same – helicopters pro-
vided by a contactor. Who 

make an iota of difference 
to us.’

He added the change of 
base still left the western 
Highlands on the fringes of 
search and rescue coverage: 
‘A move to Glasgow aiport 
is a slight advantage, but the 
biggest number of mountain 
accidents are in Fort William 
and Glencoe, yet we are 
the furthest away from the 
helicopters. We want a small 
helicopter based here, in Fort 
William.’ 

Ross Lilley, deputy team 
leader for Oban Mountain 
Rescue said: ‘We are fully 
expecting to get the same 
service we have had over the 
years from HMS Gannet and 
Lossiemouth.

‘We had a fantastic service 
from them.’

A spokeswoman from the 
RNLI said: ‘The charity 
has always had an excellent 
working relationship with 
the Coastguard and all in-
volved in search and rescue 

in the UK and we expect that 
this will continue under this 
new arrangement.’

However, Alan Reid, Ar-
gyll and Bute MP, expressed 
alarm at the changes and 
lack of detail from the MOD. 
He said: ‘I am extremely 
concerned at the privatisa-
tion of search and rescue, 
particularly the huge cut 
in helicopter numbers. The 
Navy, RAF and Coastguard 

-
ice over many years.’

OBAN Airport must be al-
lowed to cut through gov-
ernment bureaucracy if it is 

Liberal Democrat’s Scottish 
leader Tavish Scott.

The Shetland Isles 
MSP was speaking last 
Wednesday when he took 
a trip to see the airport 
with Argyll and Bute MP 
Alan Reid and pledged his 
party’s support to the island 

transport networks in rural 
and isolated communities as 
a whole.

He said: ‘We need to start 
thinking about these island 

think about the Benderloch 
bus, which is subsidised by 
the council.

‘For people on Tiree, this 
is their Benderloch bus so 
we need to knock heads 
together in Edinburgh and 
London to make them see 
that. The bureaucrats don’t 
realise that is the attitude 
you need to have in a rural 
community.’

Mr Scott had been staying 
with his mother-in-law, 
June Campbell, in North 
Connel last week during a 
break from Parliamentary 

business.
But he agreed to visit 

the airport with Mr Reid 
following the near collapse 
of Highland Airways, which 
serves the Argyll islands.

On the morning of their 

Tiree was grounded because 
of snow on the runway.

Both politicians agreed the 
current rules around public 
service orders (PSOs), 

come out of Oban, had to 
change and were keen to see 
an air link between Oban 
and Islay.

Mr Reid said: ‘I would like 
to see Islay included in the 
schedule, as the extra costs 
would be minimal. It would 
be an important addition to 

the schedule, especially for 
Colonsay, which will then 
have an air link to Glasgow.

‘The other issue is PSOs are 
short term. This particular 
order is for three years, 
which gives no incentive 
to invest in, or improve, 
the service because if a 
company makes the service 
popular they could lose out 
to another.

‘The current PSOs 
discourage long-term 
planning.’

Mr Scott, a former 
transport secretary, praised 
the improvements made at 
the airport in the 18 months 
since it opened, including 

children attending Oban 
High School.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid, Scottish Liberal Democrat leader Tavish Scott and Oban Airport manager Barry 
McCaig.
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Liberal leader calls for less red 
tape surrounding local flights

TOURISM businesses in 
Oban and Lorn are facing 
another tough year, but they 
have big plans to attract more 
visitors.

Oban and Lorn Tourism As-
sociation plans to double in 
size, use new technology to 
give visitors information and 
look at taking on a greater 
role in marketing and pro-
moting Oban as a tourism 
destination.

At the association’s annual 
general meeting last week, 
chairwoman Linda Battison 
said: ‘I think we all know 
that this year will be a chal-
lenging one for the tourism 
industry. 

‘We are, however, one of 
the most recession-proof 
industries around – thank 
goodness people will always 
have a holiday, even if they 
change what they do.’ 

The association has co-or-
dinated a £100,000 advertis-
ing blitz by members to raise 

as running competitions for 
holidays in Oban. 

It has also developed the 
website so it can be viewed 
on mobile phones and use 
text messages to welcome 
tourists on their arrival. 

Reviewing the previous 
year, Linda said the Royal 
National Mòd had been a 
huge boost to tourism in the 
town.

She said: ‘We are absolutely 

to keep this annual event in 
Oban every year rather than 
every few years. 

‘It was one of the best 
I have seen for years and 
didn’t it just offer us a tan-
talising glimpse of how our 
town could be with a major 
event.’

Tough 
times for 
tourism,
but Oban 
fighting
back
£100,000 

‘Royal 

Visitors check out the huge wells for 

industry was on show last week in Oban. 
Despite falling snowy, plenty of visitors 

took the opportunity to step aboard the 
Norwegian-built Viktoria Viking when she 
moored at the town’s North Pier. 

Members of the public, tourists and 
those employed in aquaculture grasped the 
chance to explore the ship and climb down 
into the huge wells used for transporting 

Ltd, the vessel uses a closed well system 
to handle and transport live fish. The 
system is ‘Freedom Foods’ accredited 

treated onboard. 
The Viktoria Viking was launched in 

Norway last autumn and arrived in Scot-
land in January. 

New Norwegian-built fish farm supply 
ship proves star attraction in Oban Bay

Viktoria Viking moored in Oban for an open day last week. 

PLANS to make Ionad Chaluim Chille 
Ìle (ICCI) the centre of Gaelic develop-
ment in Argyll are underway following 
the appointment of a development 

Rita Hunter will begin a six-month 
contract on March 1 to develop new 
market areas for Gaelic-based activities 
at the centre near Bowmore. 

Experience
Ms Hunter is best known as director 

of Fèis Rois, the jewel in the crown 
of the Fèis movement, which she 
successfully led for more than 20 
years.

This latest initiative at ICCI will 
build on seven years of successful 
Gaelic language-based education and 
community outreach activity on Islay 
and in the wider Argyll area.

Following the appointment, the ICCI 

for the centre; to develop its position 
as a major Gaelic centre for the region, 
and to increase the number of people 
speaking Gaelic.

Chairman Robin Currie said: ‘We are 
delighted to have Rita’s experience to 

next phase of ICCI’s development. 
‘We are very grateful for the support 

of Bòrd na Gàidhlig; Argyll and 
Bute Council; Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise; and Argyll and the Islands 
LEADER to this project, and we are 

plans.’
Since its inception in 2000 and 

opening in 2002 ICCI has piloted 
a range of education initiatives and 
provided a home for many local 
community organisations. It currently 
supports more than 100 students of 
Gaelic at all levels.

Islay’s language-based education centre  

MULL based Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust 

resilience package from the Scottish government.
   The Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust, based on the Isle 
of Mull, will receive £57,040 towards its work with schools 
and communities to sustain the marine environment. 
  Cally Fleming project director of the Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust said: ‘We are absolutely thrilled. 

‘This grant is fantastic news for us, and means we 
can survive for the moment. It gives us time to put 
our own recovery plans into operation and focus on 
building a sustainable future for our organisation.’  
  Supporting the project MSP Jim Mather said: ‘The resil-

by some organisations as a result of the global downturn. 
‘These grants will provide an immediate boost that will 

help to position organisations for a strong recovery and in 
turn, will support the provision of front-line services for 
the most vulnerable people in Scotland.’

A MULL woman is to be honoured with a Gold Badge for 
her fundraising endeavours for the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institute (RNLI).

Mrs Shelia Campbell a member of the Ross of Mull and 
Iona Branch of the RNLI is to receive the accolade after 
‘invaluable commitment’ to the lifesaving charity.

Mrs Campbell will be invited to the RNLI’s award 
ceremony in London on May 27 this year to accept her 
award.

She will then join 101 volunteers from around Scotland 
will be invited to the Scottish annual meeting at Perth 
Concert Hall on June 11. 

IONA Primary School raised £315.57 for people in Haiti.
At a recent fundraiser the small school held a Chinese 

New Year lunch.
Malcolm Alloway, primary seven pupil, said: ‘For just £20 

a family in Haiti can be housed so we tried to do our bit here 
on Iona to help the 2,000,000 who are homeless.

‘We served more than 50 people and after the costs 

  ‘Many thanks to everyone who came and to those who 
donated money to this most important cause.’

CONCERNS about wildlife watchers stopping in 
dangerous locations on the Mull roads was raised at a 
meeting of the island’s community council.

The meeting heard of the dangers of people stopping on 
blind bends but noted that there were very few places that 
visitors could park.

Police Sergeant Angela MacDonald, who is based at 

notices would be placed at danger spots.

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
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FREE STOCK 
TRAILER WITH 

EVERY NEW 
TRX500 & 

TRX420 4X4

GUARANTEED USED QUADS IN STOCK
SPARES AND SERVICE ON ALL MAKES,TYRES ETC.FROM STOCK.

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE

SPECIAL FINANCE PACKAGE 
AVAILABLE OVER 1~3 YEARS

NEW HONDA TRX500FM @ £5950 +VAT
OVER 24 MONTHS DEPOSIT £536 
22 MONTHS @ £268 PER MONTH
APR 12.0% TOTAL VAT PAYABLE WITH DEPOSIT 
T.A.P.£6432

NEW HONDA TRX420FM @ £5150 + VAT
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22 MONTHS @ £233 PER MONTH
APR 12.5% TOTAL VAT PAYABLE WITH DEPOSIT 
T.A.P. £5592

SPECIAL OFFER
HONDA ATVs

www.stoddarts.co.uk
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Donations of bric-a-brac, collectable, ornaments, books and paintings 

always wanted and greatly appreciated

Tel 01631 564848 
Charity No. SC041044

LORN Garden Club met recently in the unlikely setting 
of Oban’s Co-op store cafeteria after being unable to 
access their usual venue. 

Peter McDonald, lecturer in horticulture at the Scottish 
Agricultural College at Auchincruive, gave an excellent 
demonstration entitled ‘Propagation of plants made 
easy’, showing the best methods of sowing seeds and 
taking cuttings. 

The club offered its grateful thanks to the management 
of the Co-op store for allowing use of its facilities in the 
club’s hour of need.

The next evening lecture is entitled ‘Herbaceous Bor-
ders’, by Simon McPhun, former head gardener of both 
Inverewe and Leith Hall gardens. The lecture will be held 

OBAN and Lorn Horticultural Society held a successful 
‘Gardeners’ Forum’ in the Church Centre, Glencruitten 
Road on Wednesday, February 17. 

The panel for the evening was made up of well-known 
gardeners John Grieve, Charlie Milne, Ronnie MacKil-
lop, Dougie McDougal and Hector McKenzie. 

After two digital presentations, shown by Dougie 
Dougie McDougal on how to grow onions and dahlias, 
Ronnie MacKillop gave a demonstration on how to 

The ladies of the committee then served a welcome cup 
of tea before the panel ably answered the many questions 

The evening ended with club president Jim Kirkpatrick    
thanking everyone for taking part.

IT was once again competition night at Oban Photo-
graphic Club on Monday February 15 2010.

The subject was ‘movement’, which attracted some 30 

A warm welcome was extended to the judge - John 
McTavish from Benderloch, a former member of the 
club.

well as his day job of gamekeeper, he is a semi-profes-
sional freelance photographer for The Oban Times and 
several Sunday tabloids, specialising in sports other than 
football eg shinty, rugby, motor racing etc. 

Winners emerged as digital: 1 Tim Haynes, 2 Tim 
Haynes, 3 Eric Shaw and prints: 1 Margaret Whitton, 2 
John Douglas, 3 John Douglas. 

The judge thereafter selected the overall winner as Tim 
Haynes and he received the Laird Parker Shield and a gift 
voucher courtesy of The Oban Photographic Centre.   

Tim’s winning picture was of a speeding moto-cross 
motor cycle while Margaret’s picture of a funfair in mo-
tion was given the top mark. 

The next meeting was due on Monday, 2010 when 
Inverness photographer John MacPherson was to give 
an update on his recent world travels. 

AROUND 40 members and friends attended an excel-
lent meeting of Oban Speakers Club on February 4 for 
its annual Ladies Night. 

introduce speakers Donald MacAskill on Speaking from 
Experience, Peter Abbott on The Suffragettes and Stuart 
Philp on Stuart’s Valediction. Their immediate critics were 
Archie MacPhail, Frank Walton and Cameron Fletcher.
  Chairman for the topics session was Alex Clark and 
his speakers were Elizabeth Little, Bill Leech, Ar-
chie MacPhail, John MacLean, Guido Faccenda and 
Frank Walton. Timekeeper for the evening was Jim 
Fraser and the general evaluator was Eamonn Arthur.
  This was possibly club member Stuart Philp’s last meet-
ing at the club since he is now leaves Oban, members of 
the club wish him and his wife a long, happy and healthy 
time in their new home.

A CANOEIST who had been 
in the water for an hour was 
rescued thanks to an eagle-
eyed member of the public.

Clyde Coastguard received 
a 999 call last Tuesday after-
noon from someone saying 
they could see something 

-
noon .

Dunoon Coastguard Rescue 
team and the police launch 
Rhona were dispatched while 
Royal Navy Rescue helicop-
ter R177, which was on an air 
exercise, was sent to assist.

The police launch reached 

man who had been canoe-
ing but whose canoe was 
nowhere to be found.

He was winched into the 
helicopter and taken to the 
Southern General Hospital in 
Glasgow for treatment.

Andy McMillan, Clyde 
Coastguard watch manager, 
said: ‘We would like to thank 
the caller who made the emer-
gency call.

‘The canoeist was wearing 
an aid to keep him afloat 
which undoubtedly contrib-
uted to keeping him alive 
whilst he was in the water.’ 

Canoeist
saved in 
Clyde
rescue

A MAN who threw a watch 
which struck a 63-year-old 
patient in the face while she 
was sitting in a wheelchair in 
a hospital has been jailed for 
six months.

Ian Towers, aged 63, admit-
ted the assault and obstruct-
ing and hindering nurses at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital’s 
accident and emergency 
department in Oban, on De-
cember 4 2009.

Warning
Court authorities in Oban 

have since warned that any-
one who acts in a violent or 
disruptive manner in a hos-
pital or medical centre can 
expect to be brought swiftly 
to justice.

Towers had been brought 
into the Oban hospital by 

ambulance as a precaution 
after complaining of chest 
pains but on examination 
was told he was not suf-
fering from any medical 
condition and was told he 
could leave.

Instead he fell asleep on 
a hospital bed and when 
awoken by nursing staff, 
who needed the bed for 
another patient, became abu-
sive, shouting and swearing 
at nurses.

Towers then threw his 
watch into the lap of the 
patient being brought in by 
wheelchair with a foot in-
jury, telling her, ‘Give this 
to medical science’.

The watch was handed 
back to Towers, who was 
asked to leave but threw the 

watch again, with force, at 
the patient, striking her on 
the bridge of her nose.

He was again handed the 
watch back and asked to 
leave; he threw the watch 
on the ground and left the 
premises.

Police were contacted and 
Towers found near the hos-
pital with the watch in his 
pocket.

Drinking
Defending Duncan Durbin 

said Towers had started 
drinking at the age of 52 
years on the breakdown of 
his marriage and had been in 
and out of court since then.

Towers, of 15-6, 60 King-
sway Court, Glasgow, had 
been visiting a friend in 
Oban and in the days lead-

ing up to the offence had 
been drinking every day 
and had no recollection of 
the events.

Sheriff Douglas Small told 
Towers, who has previous 
convictions for punching 
an ambulance technician 
and making 999 nuisance 
calls: ‘This was disgraceful 
conduct rightly described 
by your solicitor, on your 
behalf, as being outrageous.

‘I want to send out a very 
clear message to such as 
yourself that embarking on 
this type of behaviour will 
just not be tolerated.’

Sentence was backdated to 
December 7 when Towers 
was put on remand.

District Procurator Fiscal 
Craig Harris said, following 

sentencing: ‘Being under the 
influence of alcohol is no 
excuse for endangering the 
safety of patients and staff 
and offenders should know 
that this will not keep them 
from prosecution.

‘Disturbing the peace at a 
hospital or a medical centre 
in our communities will not 
be tolerated.

‘I wish to make it very clear 
that any violent or disorderly 
conduct at these locations 
will be treated as a serious 
offence. 

‘My office and the po-
lice have worked closely 
together to develop proce-
dures which will see people 
committing such offences 
brought swiftly before the 
court,’ he said.

Sheriff jails man for violence in 
accident and emergency unit

GOVERNMENT policy af-
fecting pharmacies and medi-
cine are not just being made 
in Holyrood and Westminster 
– they are being dreamt up in 
Oban too.

Sandra Melville, a phar-
macist in Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in Oban, has been 
re-elected as chairwoman of 
the Scottish Pharmaceutical 
Board and therefore responsi-
ble for lobbying ministers and 
protecting pharmacists’ rights 
– most recently campaigning 
for the decriminalisation of 
dispensing errors.

Anniversary
Recently, Ms Melville 

spoke alongside health sec-
retary Nicola Sturgeon at a 
Holyrood reception for the 
industry.

The reception marked the 
contribution pharmacists had 
made to the NHS in the past 
10 years, in line with the 10th 
anniversary of the Scottish 
Parliament.

Ms Melville told The Oban 
Times: ‘Just as the Scot-
tish parliament has grown, 
so has our contribution to 
healthcare.

‘Pharmacists are making 

Sandra Melville pictured with health secretary Nicola 
Sturgeon.

a real difference with the 
introduction of the Minor 
Ailment Service, which al-
lows pharmacists to prescribe 
medicine, keeping doctors’ 
surgeries freed up.

‘And our role in rational 
prescribing has contributed 
to infection control.

‘There are more and more 
expensive drugs on the mar-
ket to treat conditions like 

cancer but there is a lot of 
pressure on the budget, so we 
have to prescribe rationally.

‘Ahead of the game’ 
‘Scotland is quite far ahead 

of the game when it comes 
to assessing which drugs are 
cost effective.’

This will be Ms Melville’s 
fourth year on the board and 
her second term as chair-
woman, while carrying out 
her own full-time job.

‘The role takes up a lot of 
my spare time,’ she admits. 
‘I quite often go to London 
for meetings but I’m happy 

there.
‘Those based in London 

sometimes forget we do it 
differently here, especially 
in NHS Highland,’ she ex-
plained.

‘I have to remind them 
that they can’t think about 
the size of health boards in 
terms of population and NHS 
Highland is a prime example 
of that. 

‘When I tell them about the 
size of our health board area, 
compared to the population 
here, they soon change their 

A TEENAGER girl who car-
ried out an unprovoked attack 
on another girl has been or-
dered to pay her victim £150 
compensation.

Stephanie Duffy, whose 
address at the time of the 
incident on May 30 last year 
was 17A High Street, Oban, 
admitted assaulting the 15-
year-old, knocking her to the 
ground, repeatedly punching 
her in the head, pinning her 
to the ground, seize her hair 
and hitting her head off the 
ground to her injury.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last week that the girl had 
been walking down High 
Street with a friend in the 
early hours of the morning 
when she was called over by 

attacked the girl.
There had been some ani-

mosity between the two, the 
court heard and Duffy, aged 
18, had been drinking at the 
time.

by Sheriff Douglas Small that 
he hoped it was the last time 
he would see her in court.

Girl attacked 
15-year-old

PARENTS of Royal National 
Mod competitors in the Glas-
gow area fear their children 
will not have the chance to 
compete in 2011.

The city has contributed 
greatly to a rise in numbers 
of junior entrants at Gaelic’s 
premier festival but if the 
Glasgow school holidays fol-
low a similar pattern to previ-
ous years, it is anticipated that 
Glasgow schools will be off 
the week before the Mòd in 
Stornoway in 2011. Glasgow 
school holidays will not be 

this year.
The issue was raised at 

a meeting of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach.

Mòd dates 
concern for 
Glasgow

OBAN lifeboat was called 
out twice last week to help a 
seriously ill islander and two 
stranded kayakers.

The Mora Edith Macdonald 
was launched last Tuesday 
at 8.26pm to assist in the 
transfer of a seriously ill 
woman from Mull to Oban 
after weather conditions were 
unsuitable for the NHS heli-
copter and the Royal Navy 
rescue 177 helicopter had 
been tasked to Islay. 

Last Thursday two kayak-
ers, who were holidaying at 
South Shian, had reached the 
south end of Lismore when 
the visibility closed in with 
heavy snow showers.  Fear-
ing that they could not get 
back to the mainland before 
the light failed they went 
ashore and called for assist-
ance using a mobile phone.

The two kayakers, who 
were most apologetic, were 
assured by coxswain Ronnie 
MacKillop that they had done 
the correct thing in calling for 
help immediately rather than 
have the situation compli-
cated by darkness. 

Oban lifeboat 
called out

Pharmacist re-elected to chair of Scottish board

A WORLD travel entrepre-
neur from Iceland has left 
behind a business empire 
to start a new company in 
Argyll, after rekindling a 
teenage romance from 30 
years ago.

Arngrimur Baldursson, who 
is known in Scotland as Ar-
chie MacKenzie-Baldursson, 
has teamed up with Oban 
travel agent Eric Smith to set 
up Destination Management 
Company Argyll and High-
land Incoming.

Archie was running a simi-
lar company in Iceland and 
Denmark with an annual 
turnover of £2 million - but 

Appin led to marriage and a 
new business challenge in the 
Scottish Highlands.

Archie and Sharon first 
met around 30 years ago as 
teenagers when his Icelandic 
swimming team came to 
Glasgow to compete against 
Sharon’s West of Scotland 
squad.

Archie said: ‘We got to 
know each other and began 
a teenage romance. We kept 

in touch over the next three 
years by letter – there was 
no SMS or e-mail in those 
days!

‘We saw each other when 
our swimming teams ex-
changed a visit and on one 
New Year, which I spent in 
Appin.’

The couple lost touch when 
Sharon moved to Canada and, 
unbeknown to one another, 
they married other people 
in the same year and then 
divorced their partners, also 
in the same year.

It wasn’t until Archie at-
tended the Glasgow travel 
trade seminar, Scotland Expo, 
in 2007 that he decided to try 
and track Sharon down.

‘Although I met her in Glas-
gow all those years ago, she 
always considered herself to 
be an Appin girl so I decided 
to look there,’ said Archie.

‘I was asking for Sharon 
MacKenzie but her married 
name had been Black. For-
tunately I met an old woman 
who worked it out and told 
me where she lived.

‘When Sharon answered the 
door to me she recognised me 

instantly and gave me a big 
hug. We went out for dinner 
that night and realised there 
was still a spark there.’

Both had been divorced for 
seven years and had pledged 
never to marry again – but 
they did, in August last year, 
and Archie moved to Appin, 
which he describes as ‘a ro-
mantic version of Iceland’.

Archie now runs his Dan-
ish-based company from 
Oban, as well as making con-
tacts for Argyll and Highland 
Incoming, which will encour-
age companies and private 
groups to take up adventure 
holidays in the area.

Archie is bringing over his 
own Superjeep, which will be 
used to explore Argyll off the 
beaten track.

‘I have been travelling 
around Argyll to get in touch 
with people in the travel and 
tourism industry,’ he said.

‘I have so many ideas but I 
want people to get in touch 
with me so we can work 
together on bringing more 
people to Oban and Argyll.’

Archie can be contacted at: 
archie@ice-travel.com

Archie MacKenzie pictured beside his Superjeep which 
he intends to ship to Argyll from Denmark

Successful Icelandic businessman finds 
new life and love on Argyll’s west coast

‘I have so many ideas . . .  
on bringing more people 
to Oban and Argyll.’

GEORGE Berry is continuing to make good progress 
in his endeavours to climb Ben Nevis for charity in 
September.

As he reaches the quarter way mark, by losing two 
stones, George is looking and feeling great. 

He said: ‘This exercise programme has made a world 
of a difference to my way of thinking. 

‘I am spending time in the gym almost every day. I am 
starting to seriously train to climb the mountain.’



Weather at 
Plockton
DURING January there was 
only 3¼ inches of rain at 
Plockton.

The warmest day was 11°C 
and the coldest was -5°C. 
There were 12 nights and two 
days when the temperature 
dipped below 0°C. 

Piping recital
THE SOUTH West Ross
Piping Society recital in the 
Lochalsh Hotel, Kyle, on 
Saturday February 6 was by 
Decker Forrest.

Duncraig
Castle
THE NEW owners of
Duncraig Castle are 
continuing to renovate it to 
its former glory. 

They are also planning to 
rebuild the boathouse. 

Car boot sale
A CAR boot sale in Plockton 
Hall on Saturday February 

and food night organised by 
school teacher Louisa Jane 
MacInnes, raised £420.

Proceeds went to the 
Spanish pupils’ exchange 
trip in March and the Haiti
earthquake appeal.

Burns Supper
A VERY enjoyable Burns 
Supper was held in Plockton 
Hall on Saturday January 
23.

The event raised £660 for 
Crossroads funds.

Organiser Robert Kennedy 
acted as chairman and 
said the Selkirk Grace.
The haggis was carried in 
by Don Calvert with young 
Cameron Sharp playing the 
pipes.

Peter MacKenna 
addressed the haggis and 
the Immortal Memory 
was by Maggie Byrne.
The Toast to the Lassies was 
by Charlie M MacRae and the 
reply by Jane MacKenzie.

Recitations were by Willie 
Gillespie and Norman Craig, 

Kyle of 
Lochalsh
Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

Islay energy 
day
ABOUT 140 people 
visited Islay Energy Trust’s 
informative renewables day 
in Bowmore Hall on January 
30.

Islanders had the chance 
to investigate and discuss 

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Killin
THE LATEST meeting took 
place in Lesser McLaren 
Hall on Thursday February 
4.

President Fiona Inglis
welcomed members and 
guests.

Local man David Osler
gave an interesting talk on 
the history of the surrounding 
area. He showed very old 
and interesting maps and 
answered many diverse 
questions.

Margaret Galloway gave 
the vote of thanks and a cup 
of tea with sandwiches and 
biscuits was served.

Competition results: Local
Photograph - 1 Kay Riddell;
2 Margaret Galloway. Three 
Empire Biscuits - 1 Cathie 
Reid; 2 Yvonne Macpherson; 
3 Margaret Galloway.

The next meeting is on 
Thursday March 4 at 7.30pm 
in Lesser McLaren Hall
when another local, Wendy 
Simpson, will give a talk on 
gems.

Anyone wishing 
information on jewellery is 
invited to take it along to the 
meeting.

Members and friends 
are invited to attend this 
meeting.

This year’s outing will take 
place on Thursday April 11 
when members will have 
high tea in the George Hotel,
Perth, and enjoy a visit to 
the theatre to see Thoroughly 
Modern Millie.

Kilbrandon
PRESIDENT Linda Brown 
welcomed members to 
the January meeting of 
Kilbrandon SWRI, held in 
Seil Island Hall.

Twenty eight members 
had sat down to a delicious 
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SEVENTEEN members of The 
Etive Club travelled to Port Appin
on Thursday for an afternoon of tea 
and entertainment laid on by Appin’s 
Rowan Club.

The afternoon opened with Murray 
Willis on accordion and Colin Black on 
guitar, followed by songs from Molly 

Gregory Beard. Novices Isla Dunlop,
Charlie Johnston and Hannah Regan
performed a Highland dance, followed 
by a solo dance from Eilidh MacKay, 
accompanied by Murray Willis on 
accordion. A quartet comprising Aimee
MacDonald, Eilish Thomson, Anna
Whitelaw and Rhona McGlone sang, 

with solos by Moira Thomson and 
Aimee MacDonald.

Giving the vote of thanks, Margaret 
Massey said how nice it was to see 
young talent in the village.

The Rev Dr Roderick Campbell said 
grace and tea was served by Rowan
Club volunteers.

The young performers at the Rowan Club in Port Appin. 

Rowan Club entertains with music and dance

who also sang. Other singers 
were Kathleen MacRae and 
Bob Rowe.

Music was provided by 
Neil MacKinnon and Neil
MacRae.

Votes of thanks were by 
Hugh MacQuarrie and the 
evening closed with Auld
Lang Syne. 

Whist drive
A WHIST drive in Plockton 
Hall on January 29 raised 
£84 for Kinlochshiel Shinty 
Club.

Coffee morning
A COFFEE morning in the 
Plockton Inn on January 30 
raised £290 for Plockton 
Football Club. 

Frozen lochs
DURING the recent very 
cold spell, many people 
walked across the frozen 
Loch Lundu and Loch 
Achnahinich.

It is believed this was the 

since 1985. 

Special
collection
A SPECIAL collection in 
Plockton and Kyle Free 
Church raised £535 for the 
Haiti earthquake appeal.

The Free Church nationally 
had already donated £10,000.

possibilities of renewable 
energy equipment for their 
homes and businesses. 

Andy MacDonald, for Islay
Energy Trust’s undersea 
Sound of Islay Tidal Energy 
Project, updated visitors on 
the latest progress on the 
project.

Experienced installers and 
advisors at the renewables 
day were all working 
tradespeople and enthusiasts, 
able to discuss the nuts-
and-bolts practicalities 
of having energy/carbon-
saving equipment built into 

an existing building. 
Ecoliving, a ground source 

heat pump supplier, brought 
a model of the equipment to 
help explain it to viewers.

Amongst 16 participants 
was Islay man Magnus Bell, 
son of Donald and Catriona 
Bell, who ably explained the 
use of next-generation high 
performance household-

sized wind turbines, and 
Andrew Waterworth 
of Coullabus discussed 
installations of wind, solar 
and heat pump technologies.

Scottish and Southern 
Energy gave information 
on the proposed offshore 
windfarm of 138 turbines, 
which may be sited 13kms 
off the west coast of Islay.

Eamon King of Energy 
Saving Scotland advised 
on grants and interest-
free loans available to 
householders from the 
Scottish Government for 
energy-saving installations, 
while Rae McKenzie of 
Scottish Natural Heritage
gave information for those 
eligible for the Scottish 
Rural Development
Programme and discussed 
natural heritage issues such 

Interest.
Argyll and Bute Council 

provided general guidelines 

on planning requirements.
Islay High School’s new 

public engagement, supplied 
teas and snacks for visitors. 

Pipe band 
promotion
confirmed
ISLAY Pipe Band members 
continue to hold practise 
sessions for new chanter 
players and drummers at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile
(The Columba Centre), 
Bowmore, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7 to 8pm. 

The Royal Scottish 
Pipe Band Association

promotion to Grade 3A. This 
is the third promotion within 
three years and all band 
members, especially Pipe 
Major Nigel Morris, must be 
congratulated.

Their hard work as 
musicians is constantly 
improving the band and 
recognition has come through 
their outstanding successes 
in 2009 competitions. Islay
Pipe Band also gives much 
enjoyment to Islay people 
when performing locally. 

Unfortunately, the band has 
had to call off its planned 
trip to Moville, Ireland, for 
St Patrick’s Day on March 
17 owing to unforeseen 
circumstances. It’s hoped the 
band will be able to join the 
Moville festivities another 
year.

Lagavulin
Fund-raisers
Splash for 
Cash 2009 
LAGAVULIN Fund-raisers 
thank all the helpers, 
‘splashers’ and sponsors 
for making Splash for Cash 
2009 such a success. 

Cheques have been sent to 
the following Islay charities: 
Kildalton and Oa Children’s 
Christmas Party Funds, 
£1,500; Mactaggart Leisure 
Centre, £2,000 and Port Ellen
Playing Fields, £1,500. 

Thanks to Ellen Brown 
for soup and sandwiches, 
helpers for the supply of 
towels, bar staff at the hot 
toddies bar, Gus Newman
for safety boat, divers, Dr
Knowles, Islay Coastguard, 
piper Linsay MacArthur, 

Ringo, Dugald and Calum 
Murray for PA system, Don
and Phil, the pier marshals, 
and Lagavulin distillery for 
the hot toddies and the gifts 
for the safety crews and 
helpers. Special thanks to 
the boys from Buildbase for 
their fantastic fund-raising 
effort, to Calum Campbell, 
Lagavulin, the youngest boy 
splasher, aged eight, and 
Mirren Brown, the youngest 
girl and youngest ever 

Lagavulin Fund-raisers is 
having a break from Splash 
for Cash this year and would 
be happy to see other fund-
raisers doing a splash for 
their own charities.

Phoney Book
ISLAY Phoney Book is not a 
production of the Ileach, nor 
will it be sold in the Ileach

which is planned for the end 
of February. 

The production of the 
2009/10 edition has been 
entirely in the hands of Islay
and Jura CVS and Islay High
School.

of this update, which was 
released at the Islay Show 
last August, the Phoney 
Book has been completely 
revised and is currently in the 
process of being re-printed.

When available, the 
corrected new version will 
be sold through the island’s 

Gaelic, large print and braille 
editions.

Anyone who has already 
bought an earlier 2009 edition 
will be able to exchange it 
for the new version at the 
various points of sale.

SAC cattle 
health meeting
A CATTLE health meeting 
was due to be held at the 
Bridgend Hotel on Thursday 
February 11.

Speakers were Ian Pritchard, 
SAC Health Schemes 
Manager, Beth Newman,
Islay’s local vet and Charles 
Sidgwick, SAC Oban.Topics 
covered included BVD,
Johne’s disease and the 
Scottish Government’s new 
Animal Health and Welfare 
Management Plan and its 
implications for Islay’s beef 
and dairy farmers. 

Festival plans 
in full swing
ISLAY Festival/Feis Ile,
the Islay Festival of Malt 
and Music held each May, 
was founded in 1984 to 
showcase all aspects of 
island hospitality, the talents 
of local musicians and artists 
and the island’s Gaelic
culture.

And plans for this year’s 
event are already in full 
swing. The event is run by 
volunteers: chairwoman, 
Florence Grey; vice 
chairwoman Lynn Ross;
secretary Meri Ferguson; 
treasurers Susan Gairns and 
Donna Bradley and Gaelic
event co-ordinator Morag 
MacDougall. Associate
members are Duncan Stewart, 

walking; Dianne Brown, 
golf; Douglas MacTaggart, 
PA/sound; Fiona Burnett; 
Gerry McKay; Maria Vicars
Rosier and Gary Chapman.

The committee is seeking 
island support for the 
event by placing an advert 
in the event programme, 
sponsorship or a donation of 

for advertising in the Feis Ile
booklet is March 12. Contact 
07979 574555 or email 
islayfestival@btconnect.
co.uk.

Geopoetics
in Islay
THE SCOTTISH Centre 
for Geopoetics’ Winter 
Colloquium will be based 
at Port Charlotte Youth
Hostel, Islay, from tomorrow 
(Friday) until March 1. 

This voluntary group’s 
members are interested in the 
creative expression inspired 
by the natural world. The 

Atlantic Islands Festival on 
the Isle of Luing last year. 

The programme includes 
a visit to the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds 
reserve at Loch Gruinart,
led by ornithologists Bill 
Eddie and Richard Wesley 
and a recorded talk by Peter 
Matthiessen, author of ‘The 
Snow Leopard’. There will 
also be ‘Travelling Light 
- 50 years of Stravaiging’, 
a talk by Jim McCarthy 
following the example of 
founder Kenneth White’s 
Way-books.

ISLE of Skye Accordion and Fiddle 
Club welcomed a large audience on 

Royal Hotel, Portree.
The club chairman and MC opened 

of the local and visiting players.
It was Portree’s Aly ‘K’ 

MacPherson on piano accordion 
accompanied on keyboards by John 
Cameron who led off with two sets 

jigs. Two of the club’s youngest 
players, both on accordion, took 
to the stage. Iona MacAskill, aged 
eight, and Maria MacAskill, nine, 
each played a solo selection and 
later in the programme Rhona
MacInnes, 11, of Dunvegan, played 
beautiful Gaelic airs on accordion.  

Talented young piper Bruce 
MacDonald of Woodend then 

being a Strathspey and two reels 
followed by a hornpipe and 
jigs. Young Emma Dixon brought 

selection. Regular player Wendy 

usual well prepared contribution 
to the evening to be followed by a 
group of club stalwarts for a great 
set of Gaelic waltzes followed by 
foot-tapping reels.

Leading on accordion was John 
Cameron of Portree, on second 
box John MacGilvray of Borve and 
on drums, Aly ‘K’ MacPherson of 
Portree. Making up the quartet on 
keyboards, the club was pleased to 

see the familiar face of the multi-
talented Derek Hamilton from 
Galston in Ayrshire who had made 
the long journey north to visit 

was Catherine Macleod, another 
of the club’s younger players, 
who gave selections on her piano 
accordion accompanied by Aly ‘K’ 
MacPherson on second box.

it was again Derek Hamilton, this 
time on piano accordion, with 
visiting bandleader Alan Gardiner
of Biggar on keyboards and another 
popular visitor Richard Hughes
of Tobermory  on drums. They
played two great sets, starting with 
some Lowland waltzes followed 
by a lively set of Border marches 
including Derek’s arrangement of 
The Soft Lowland Tongue Of The 
Borders played in 4/4 time!

The second half of the evening 
was devoted to the eagerly awaited 
performance of the guest band the 
Alan Gardiner Trio comprising of 
Alan leading on piano accordion, his 
nephew Kevin Gardiner of Larbert 
on second box and Richard Hughes

sound enthralled the audience and 
the evening was rounded off with 
other players joining the trio for a 
great stramash.

Thursday of March when the guest 
artistes will be The Michael Garvin
Trio.

Isle of Skye Accordion
and Fiddle Club

Around the Rurals
Christmas dinner in the 
Oyster Bar at Ellenbeich.  
Having truly enjoyed the 
festive season, members 
looked ahead to the varied 
programme planned for 
2010.

was Max Bonniewell, who 
has many years’ experience 
as a vet in the Oban practice, 
specialising in large farm 
animals. Max gave a 
fascinating talk on his life 
and experiences, illustrated 
by a slide show including 
some from his time as a vet 
in West Africa.

Janice Baxter gave the vote 
of thanks.

Unfortunately, the speaker 
for February was unable 
to attend the meeting so 
president Linda Brown 
devised a quiz to keep 
everyone entertained. 

Three teams fought a close 
battle for the honour of 
being named champions and 
Lyn Pearson gave the vote of 
thanks to the organisers

Lochalsh
AT A MEETING of the 
Lochalsh branch of the 
Scottish Women’s Rural
Institute (SWRI) on 
Thursday February 4 in 
Plockton Hall, Jill Charnley 
gave a talk entitled ‘Lunar 

Lochawe
THE LOCHAWE branch of 
the SWRI held a Burns social 
evening on January 20.

Ladies from Dalmally
Institute joined members for 
a traditional meal and a quiz, 
with some hilarious answers, 
and a very enjoyable time 
was had by everyone.

The meal was excellent and 
a credit to all members who 
contributed to it.

Send your district news to The Editor 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB or 

email editor@obantimes.co.uk.



Thursday 25 February, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

MyVillage
Mallaig

7MY VILLAGE
Were you born in Mallaig, 
Charlie, and if not, how 
long have you lived there?
I have lived here since the 
1960s. I was working with 

area, Scott’s of Perth, which 

here as an apprentice when 
I was 17 and was working 

took over and now owns the 

What does Mallaig offer 
that other places can’t?

happening here. 
Tell us something of 
Mallaig’s history, Charlie.

at the beginning of the 20th 

get kipper sheds down at The 

People went all over to and 

the 1970s when the herring 

With the decline of the 

its own as a prawn and white 

Have you a favourite place 
in Mallaig? 

at the view. There’s a great 

What’s your favourite 
time of year in this part of 
Lochaber?

Vital link: The Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry leaves for Mallaig from Armadale. 

CHARLIE King was a slip of a lad when 
he arrived in Mallaig in the mid-1960s as 
an apprentice electrician with a Perth-

A native of the Fair City, the young 
Charlie was soon beguiled by the Lochaber 

certain Christine Henderson, the girl who 
would soon become his wife.

The couple settled in the village, raised 
a family and Charlie and Mallaig’s future 
quickly became intertwined. To begin 
with he dedicated himself to building 
up his own electrician’s business in the 
village.

Keen to see Mallaig prosper, he then 
turned his talents to local politics, 

representing the local ward at district 
then regional level. Charlie soon built up 
a reputation as a doughty and passionate 
campaigner for local causes including 
local housing, the swimming pool and 
upgrading the A830, which he oversaw 
while a regional councillor and chairman 
of transport body HiTrans. 

Still a fervent St Johnstone supporter, 
Charlie took special pride in the opening 

from Loch nan Uamh to Arisaig last 
April.

Vice chairman of Mallaig Harbour 
Authority for more than 20 years, Charlie 
tells Oban Times reporter Stephen Norris 
what Mallaig means to him.

10_f09charlie01

Charlie has a grand view of his beloved Mallaig from his cliff-side home. 10_f09charlie01

Mallaig is a busy port – especially on the Fishermen’s Mission 
Gala Day! 

Any famous people that you 
know of from Mallaig? 

the area. He’s been a great 

What are the main 
challenges facing Mallaig? 

that’s had a drastic effect on 

depend on each other. I see 

which has been a real 

village faces challenges and 

the good thing is that we 

crossing have not been 

the two ports when the 

Lochboisdale and Oban. In 

Highland village. 
Who are the main 
employers here that keep 
the local economy going? 

has a bright future?

and we are at a low ebb at 

the recession is hitting 

personal view is that the 

trade to the village.  We have 

‘A lot of people decide to stay because 
they find a working port attractive and 
bustling - Mallaig is the very opposite to 
your sleepy Highland village.’ 

‘I do think that 
anybody who comes 
here tends to find the 
village friendly and 
people settle in very 
quickly.’

Mallaig’s future: Queen Rachel Dempster 
and her Princess Maxine MacDonald at 
the 2009 Fishermen’s Mission Gala Day. 

10_f09girls01

MALLAIG HARBOUR 
AUTHORITY

Tel: 01687 462154

DENHOLM
FISHSELLING Limited

Trading as George Walker & Sons (FR)
Telephone: 01687 462305

MALLAIG ICE
COMPANY
The Harbour, Mallaig

JOHNSTON BROTHERS
OIL MERCHANTS  AND SHIP CHANDLERS

Telephone: 01687 462215



The Houston 3 seater sofa £399. Or take 4 years interest free credit with nothing to pay for 
the first year. No deposit and 36 equal monthly payments of £11.08 starting 12 months 
from date of order. Total £399. 0% APR. Credit subject to acceptance. Redhouse 
Interchange, Doncaster DN6 7NA. DFS may alter or extend promotions at any time. 
Higher prices offered at all other DFS stores. 
*Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000.

All finance 
is free 
at DFS0% APRTY

PI
C

A
L www.dfs.co.uk

0800 110 5000

New DFS sofa store opening 
proves huge success
Last weekend thousands of people visited the new DFS store in Inverness 

to take advantage of the company’s Grand Opening Sale.  This easy-to-fi nd 

store served customers from far and wide who took advantage of some extra 

special opening offers that end this Sunday.  DFS have arranged to specially 

extend its opening hours on Saturday and Sunday until 8pm allowing 

furniture shoppers extra time to really save on their choice of a huge range 

of sofas, corner units, chairs and action furniture.

DFS founder Graham Kirkham commented that the Grand Opening of the 
Inverness Store,“has been our most successful opening during our 40 years 
history”.  He continued by saying, “I would like to say thank you on behalf 
of all the team at DFS Inverness to our many new friends in the region”.

With customers travelling from as far as Wick and Mallaig the attraction of 
buying from Europe’s number 1 sofa specialist is clear for all to see. Famous 
for over 40 years for its sofas, savings and outstanding customer service after 

By GAVIN CAMPBELL

Great news for sofa shoppers of the Highlands and Islands, the brand 
new DFS store on Millburn Road, Inverness is now open.

The new purpose-built DFS Store, designed to make 
shopping easy.

4 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT WITH
NOTHING TO PAY FOR THE FIRST YEAR
       ON EVERYTHING!

Don’t miss out – last few days!
GRAND OPENING SALE
at Millburn Road, Inverness

Final days to save. Special Grand Opening offers end Sunday 8pm.

The Cantello

 HALF PRICE £599

 HALF PRICE £399
The Houston

 SALE PRICE £695The Cranford
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DFS Inverness (01463) 701290
Millburn Road, Inverness IV2 3TR
Special Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 8pm.
Sun 10am to 8pm.

Our fi rst week 
has been 
amazing. We’ve 
helped so many 
people fi nd their 
perfect sofa and 
the feedback 
from customers 
has been brilliant. 
The great thing 

is, this is just the start. Come along and 
see for yourself why so many people 
choose DFS.

Richie Cunningham Store Manager.

10 years in Scotland the furniture giant is now well and truly open 
in the Capital of the Highlands.

This family-owned business has three factories in the U.K. So 
DFS don’t just sell sofas they make them too. That way you can 
have a huge range of exclusive furniture in a wider choice of styles 
and colours handmade to your order. It is comforting to know that 
the sofas DFS manufacture are built to such high standards they 
can give you a 10 year Guarantee on everything they make.

Now everyone in our region looking to transform their home with 
the comfort of a brand new DFS sofa can relax, and take hours off 
their travelling time. Which is great news if you prefer spending 
time on your sofa rather than travelling.

The DFS opening offers end this weekend but until then there 
is still the chance to save a small fortune and celebrate the 
new store opening with the DFS red carpet treatment and a 
champagne welcome.

4 YEARS INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT WITH NOTHING TO 
PAY FOR THE FIRST YEAR

ENDSSUNDAY8PM

The New DFS sofa store is next to the Thistle Hotel on Millburn Road, Inverness, just off the A9.

HALF PRICE

 2 seater sofabed.
 Was £998. £749. Save £499

£499

 3 seater sofa, in a choice of colours at no extra 
cost. Matching 2 seater sofa, choice of sofabeds, chairs and 
footstools all with half price savings too.

 HALF PRICE £399
 Was £799. £599 Save £400.
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You’ll fi nd a massive choice of 
exclusive designer sofas, from 
modern to traditional, at the 
new DFS sofa store in Inverness. 
Everything in the Grand Opening 
Sale is reduced in price and 
there’s also 4 years free credit
and nothing to pay for the fi rst 
year on everything in store. So 
make sure you don’t miss out!

LAST DAYS 
TO SAVE IN 
THE GRAND 
OPENING SALE.

Everything in the 
Grand Opening Sale is

reduced in price

Everything is handmade
to your order 

Over 40 years’ experience
of helping people fi nd their

perfect sofa 

All DFS leather sofas are 100% real 
leather all over, no imitation or 

leather match 

3 of their own UK factories,
with a free 10 year guarantee 

on everything DFS make 

Designer sofas - including
Linda Barker’s exclusive range 

Choose any colour in the range
at no extra cost

YOU SIMPLY

CAN’T BUY BETTER
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HIGHLAND Airways has 
said it is ‘cautiously optimis-
tic’ that ongoing talks with a 
potential buyer will secure 

The company has re-
opened ticket bookings 

including on routes 

The airline said it hopes 
to extend bookings beyond 

The airline said: ‘We 
have signed an exclusivity 
agreement with this party 
and they are currently 
negotiating with the key 
stakeholders and creditors 
in the business in order to 

Airline
re-opens
bookings

to review 
Sunday pub 
hours
SUNDAY opening hours for 
pubs are to be reviewed by 
Argyll and Bute Licensing 

pubs had to wait until 

while hotels and off-licences 
could open at 11am but there 
is no such distinction under 

Daniel Kelly said: ‘We have 
received representations 

who feel that they are being 
unfairly disadvantaged by 
the fact that both off-licences 
and hotels can now open 
their premises earlier than 

‘We have therefore decided 
to look again at this and will 
consider applications for 
earlier opening hours from 
any licence-holder who 

FIFTY-one-year-old Thomas 

having previously admit-
ted breaching the peace and 
brandishing a sledge hammer 
at Scott Terrace on April 25 

His sentence had been 

for him to be of good 

Sledge hammer 
man admonished

staff in a town centre shop on 
two different days has been 

believed that someone 
working in the shop had 
caused her to lose her job as 

a care assistant and admitted 
going into a private staff area 

swearing and making threats 

Fletcher had also tried to 
stop a member of staff from 

police arrived and she 

was being escorted away 
Fletcher kicked out at one 

Returned
The court heard that she 

returned to the shop on 

threatened to slit the throat 

Defence agent Duncan 

had recently moved back 
to Oban from Elgin and 
had been battling a drink 

She had found a job as 
a care assistant but it had 
come to an abrupt halt after 

full of remorse when she 

Since the beginning of the 

year she had taken steps 
to get help with her drink 

Fletcher also appeared 
before the court for drinking 
and driving on Soroba Road 

and driving carelessly on 

a central reservation and 
colliding with an illuminated 

She admitted both offences 
and had her sentence 
deferred for reports 

has been appointed head of 
the newly-created graduate 

-
tive University of the High-

at the Scottish Association 

will oversee and develop 
the postgraduate research 

She will continue with her 
duties as deputy head of 

Times: ‘I am really excited 
about the opportunity to 
lead a wonderful team of 
colleagues in creating a 
graduate school for UHI that 

be spent on Argyll’s roads to 
repair damage caused by the 

done to them over the 

snowfall froze for two 
weeks in the coldest spell in 

Priorities
A list of priorities has been 

drawn up and work will be 
undertaken by the end of 

Among the places where 
major works will take place 
are:

-

Lorn

across Argyll and Bute of 
roads and pavements which 
have been lifted by frost 
heave and this leaves behind 
a failing structure which is 

‘When the weather 

undertaken throughout the 
area and a list of priority 
remedial works required 

He added that as it was an 
extreme weather issue rather 

important that the additional 
capital spend agreed was 

estimate for repairing the 
frost damage caused during 
the extreme weather is 

‘By agreeing to accelerate 

roads reconstruction this 

to address the most serious 
issues and undertake the 
remedial works to avoid a 
major deterioration of the 

reconstruction programme 
will be further reconsidered 
and reviewed as part of the 

submitted to the council 

£1 million of 
repairs for 
Argyll’s road 
network
Coldest spell in Scotland since 

RESTORATION work is to 
be carried out on a section of 

easterly section will include 
dismantling and rebuilding 

It will also include 
temporary lowering and re-
erecting of some headstones 
and removing vegetation 

Kilmartin cemetery 
to be restored

Dunstaffnage marine scientist to 
lead new graduate school

public meetings on creating 
a coastal zone management 

-

Invited
A general meeting to go 

over information gathered 

until this year was held last 

Anyone with an interest in 
the loch or who is resident 
close to it has been invited 

Two workshops are 
planned for the meeting 

infrastructure and access to 

The second will look at 
existing management and 
good practise and how 
recreation and tourism 
interacts with other interests 

The aim of the meetings is 
to collate enough information 
and input from local 
stakeholders to formulate 
an integrated coastal zone 
management plan which 
would provide guidance 
for future developments 
and use of the loch and its 

A similar plan has already 
been put together for Loch 

Recreation and tourism focus 
for second Loch Etive meeting

forced into voluntary liquida-
tion leaving three staff mem-
bers redundant and customers 
disappointed after another 

Directors of the island 

the decision in early February 
and at a hearing in Oban 

company agreed to appoint 

the directors had no option 
but to apply for voluntary 

‘The directors would like 
thank all our customers over 
the last eight years and we 
are sorry that we have had to 

It is understood that a group 
may evaluate the project 
with a view to re-opening 

butchers
co-op
closes

A REGULAR reader in 

will be opening his copy of 
The Oban Times with his 
breakfast early on Thursday 
morning – thanks to the 
power of the World Wide 

is working in the dangerous 

and dusty Afghanistan 
region as a logistics manager 

downloadable copy of The 
Oban Times is just the ticket 

He said: ‘It is great to see 
all the names I know in the 

‘It is good to see what 

is happening in the town 
and to keep up with all the 

also like to read the stories 

‘It is fantastic to get the 
paper at the same time as 

Lismore and Oban so I can 
probably read it before some 

container in Afghanistan so 

On any given day I may be 
at threat of insurgency - so 
seeing pictures of home are 

‘I miss Oban – and I miss 
the damp and cold Scottish 

Ewan reads his copy of The Oban Times in Khandahar, Afghanistan, early on Thursday morning

Keeping up with news from 
home in Khandahar province

Dr Lois Calder is looking forward to her new role

whilst cycling home from 
his shift remains in a stable 

Henderson has undergone 
a lengthy operation to cor-
rect several facial fractures 
but is now recovering in the 
Southern General Hospital in 

knocked off his bicycle on 

made his way home along 

Inspector Neil Wallace from 

‘One man has been charged 
in connection with the inci-
dent and a report has been 

Lochgilphead
policeman
recovering

Support grows for Mull rally

been showing their support 
for the annual October car 

Last week’s shock rev-
elations on the future of the 

brought an outpouring of 
support for event organisers 
including an on-line Face-

decision about whether to 

was more hopeful than previ-
ously that the event would 

He said: ‘We have received 

and letters of support from 

Decision
‘I am hoping that at the next 

we will be able to make a 
positive decision about the 

One of many letters that 
The Oban Times received 
on the subject was from rally 

She said: ‘This is the high-

‘Organisers and helpers at 
the rally have my support 
and admiration for their 
organising skills and great 
atmosphere they bring to 

Crash

involved in a crash on the 
Friday night last year and he 
was lucky that he had very 

As The Oban Times went 
to press details were emerg-
ing that some islanders were 
considering setting up a sup-

Freezing
trains lead to 
complaints
Glasgow trains have accused 
First ScotRail of leaving them 

last Friday said that the inside 
of the carriage was as cold as 
outside for the entire journey 
to Queen Street – and not for 

in Oban that morning was mi-

One passenger on the train 
said: ‘One carriage had a 
moderate amount of heat 
about midway through the 
journey but the temperature 
in the other carriage did not 
change – even the conductor 
said it was a ridiculous situ-

was freezing cold and had to 
put on an extra layer of cloth-

passengers and mothers with 

First ScotRail said it would 
provide replacement fan mo-
tors on its carriages running 
between Oban and Glasgow 
to help alleviate the prob-

RATES of recycling in Ar-
gyll and Bute are ahead of 
the Scottish average and 

-

waste was diverted from the 
council’s landfill sites last 

year by recycling or com-

It means Argyll and Bute 

authorities that has already 
hit the Scottish government’s 

Iceland-probably the coolest holidays on 

national carrier Icelandair taking around 2 

This will change shortly when Glasgow will 

year making it one of the most accessible 

Scots will feel at home here as DNA tests 
-

of the Vikings who settled here in the ninth 

reason the Vikings preferred the Hebridean 

 The food is delicious making full use of 

-

So much so that the Lonely planet guide 
has nominated it as best value destination 

of all holidaymakers wanting to experience 
something a little bit ‘out of the ordinary’  

We stayed at the Loftleidr hotel at Reykjavik 

airport we stopped for a visit to the amazing 

“blue lagoon” recently voted among the top 

visitors a year to luxuriate in the health giv-

Next day was a trip by Super jeep to the 

where the huge balloon tyres make light work 

with the beaten track your driver guide will 
simply ignore the bridges and drive straight 
through the nearest river for a little light re-

began over a thousand years ago and the 

Being up close to a glacier is an unforget-
table experience and Iceland has the largest 

larger than all the other glaciers in Europe 

with Eagle Airways who provide charter and 

offer a birds eye view of Iceland’s natural 

On landing at Hofn we  were taken right to 
the foot of the glacier which is surprisingly a 
translucent blue in colour and not glistening 

Iceland is well worth a visit for a weekend 

spectacular island has to offer a week would 

Eric Smith F.Inst.TT

Travel Tips
With Eric Smith World Travel

Eric Smith World Travel, 10 Argyll Square, Oban 
Telephone: 01631 566818/9
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ELDERLY islanders who 
cannot look after themselves 
may have to be brought to 
the mainland unless more 
care workers can be attracted 
to island posts.

That is the dilemma facing 
Argyll and Bute Council as 
it tries to cope with an ageing 
island population and empty 
social care posts.

Staff shortage
At a meeting of the Mid 

Argyll, Kintyre and Islay 
area committee on Febru-
ary 3 a community service 
report stated that attracting 

Islay and Jura was proving 
to be ‘challenging’.

Councillor Donald ‘Skye’ 
McIntosh, council spokes-

man for social services, said: 
‘On Islay and Tiree in par-
ticular, there is an increasing 
elderly population but fewer 
people to look after them. 
This is a worry for us.

Mainland
‘It might mean people have 

to come off the island and 
into care. We can’t have 
people at risk.

‘If we can’t look after them 
in their own home, then we 
need to move them some-
where we can.’

Councillor McIntosh and 
Councillor Anne Horn plan 
to go to Islay at the end of 
March to meet those af-
fected.

Last December, 87-year-
old carer Anne Redford, 

from Islay, told The Oban 
Times how some home help 
services had been cut on the 
island.

The alternative offered to 
the clients was private care 
company Medico, which 
would charge £13 per hour.

Councillor Horn has al-
ready been to Islay to discuss 
the issue with Mrs Redford.

Councillor Horn said this 
week: ‘With all rural and 

get home care staff but there 
is a funding issue as well; 
there is a limited amount of 
money and the council has to 

‘I have contacted social 

those who had their domestic 

care [home help] removed 
qualify for personal care, 
in order to give them a bit 
of help.

‘I have also talked to the 

how these people can maxi-
mise their income through 

‘There are a lot of people 
feeling vulnerable after los-
ing their home-helps and 
if they can get some extra 
income, they can pay for 
domestic care.’

Councillor Horn added 
that after visiting a number 
of elderly people on Islay 
who had lost their domestic 

none would come to harm as 
a result.

Councillor Donald ‘Skye’ McIntosh, council spokesman 
for social services, said: ‘This is a worry for us.’

Islay and Tiree elderly may have to come off the islands and into care
Argyll and Bute Council faces island care dilemma Police appeal 

over Mull 
fuel thefts

Police called 
to hammer 
incident
to a disturbance in Knipoch 
Place, Oban on the afternoon 
of Wednesday February 17 
after it was alleged that a 
man had been involved in 
an incident while carrying a 
hammer.

A police spokesman 

been arrested and is the 
subject of a report to the 

-
tended the scene of an alleged 
assault in the early hours of 
Tuesday, February 16 at Cor-
ran Brae, Oban.

A man was arrested and a 
report has been made to the 

FOLLOWING a recent spate 
of fuel-related thefts, police 
on Mull are asking islanders 
to be vigilant and report any 
suspicious vehicle move-
ments after dark. Four fuel 
storage tanks have been tar-
geted since December.

The latest case, on Febru-
ary 16, saw the alleged theft 
of 400 litres of heating oil 
from a domestic storage tank 
in Bunessan, while other 
incidents have taken place 
on the Ross of Mull and in 
Tobermory. 

A police spokesman said: 
‘Fuel crime is on the rise but 
if people are vigilant then we 
can catch the thieves.’ 

Police can be contacted on 
01688 302016.

COMMUNITY shareholders in the West 
Highlands’ biggest renewable energy co-op 

generation, it has emerged. 
Almost 700 members of the Great Glen 

Energy Co-op (GGEC) invested between 
£250 and £20,000 each to buy a £1.28million 
stake in the Millennium wind farm north of 
Invergarry in September 2008. 

The 16-turbine development started 
operations in December that year and last 

shareholders received almost three per cent 
of their investment after only four months 
production.

With the second AGM only weeks away, 
The Oban Times can reveal that GGEC 
members are to vote on 7.4 per cent dividend 
being paid out to shareholders on the full 12 
months production since April 2009, subject 
to an audit currently being carried out. 

The bonus dwarfs any deal available to 
savers trying to earn enough interest from 
ISA or deposit accounts to counter rising 

GGEC member Christine Rigg, from 
Lundavra Road, Fort William, was able to 
buy 500 shares in the wind farm thanks to 
a cash gift from her mother. She told The
Oban Times she earned more from that small 
stake in six months than from her much 

not her main motive. 
Ms Rigg, aged 42, a former director of 

Lochaber Environmental Group and a 
auxiliary at Lochaber High School, said: ‘I 
never invested in it from that point of view. 
The environment has always been close to 
my heart. Community wind farms are the 
way to go and the best way to get local 
people on board. I think they are a big asset 
to the community.’ 

Energy4All Scotland Limited brokered the 
deal that saw local people buy a 1.3 per cent 
stake in the Falck Renewables-owned wind 
farm and guided GGEC through its early 
stages.

GGEC chairman Graham Strachan said 

members ‘appear very happy’ with results 
to date. Demand was such that the co-op 
was maintaining a waiting list for members 
wishing to buy additional shares, Mr 
Strachan said – and urged other communities 
to follow the Great Glen’s lead. 

He said: ‘To date there has been nothing 
to indicate that this has been anything other 
than a 100 per cent worthwhile project. 

‘Where developers allow individuals 
to form a co-op to invest in a wind farm I 
would fully recommend local people and 
other co-op members to fully get behind 
such a proposal. Energy4All is there to assist 
and our board members would be happy to 
advise.

‘Clearly individuals need to weigh up the 
risks of any such personal investment for 

funds have been set up separate from the co-
op and have substantial monies to help with 
local project support and development.’ 

Mr Strachan added lengthy spells of 
freezing cold, windless weather this winter 
had had an impact on electricity generation 
- but the dip was balanced out over the 
year as other months performed better than 
predicted.  ‘In terms of wind, for December 
it was 26 per cent less windy than expected,’ 
he said. ‘December was a very still month 
with 62 per cent of predicted power 
compared to the budget - but May last year 
was 137 per cent of prediction. Members are 
very aware that they are investing in the Co-

prospectus relate to longer-term averages 
and predictions and individual months in 
one year will not impact greatly on yearly 
and longer term averages. The weather is 
also only one of the factors affecting returns 
along with turbine availability and wholesale 
electricity prices, which have been lower.’  

GGEC members were also making a 
social investment in renewable energy and 
supporting Scottish, UK and European 
targets for renewable energy production 
while helping community development at 
the same time, Mr Strachan said.

LOCHABER woman Ina Hope has 
lived more than three quarters of a 
century in Fort William – but already 
had 23 years of life behind her when 
she moved to the Lochaber capital in 
1933.

The remarkable pensioner turned 
100 on Sunday and celebrated her 
birthday at a party among family and 
friends in Caol Community Centre the 
night before. Born Ina Stevenson at 
Renfrew on February 21 1910, Ina was 
one of a family of eight and married 

Samuel Rodgers in 1929. The couple 

childhood. The family moved to Fort 
William, where Samuel delivered for 
Cameron’s the coal merchants until his 
death in 1941.

Ina married John Hope and the couple 
had a daughter, Sarah. Mr Hope was 
sadly killed during World War II.

Ina, of Linnhe Road, worked in 
Clydebank in a laundry before the 

worked in Lochaber Dairy and hotels 

around the town, including the Station 
Hotel, the Lawriestone Hotel and the 
Highland Hotel.

Her daughter Betty, now MacDonald, 
who was born a year after her mother’s 
move to Fort William, said: ‘She retired 
at 60. She thought she had worked long 
enough. She is in very good health.’ 

Ina added: ‘I’ve no problems!’
The 100-year-old is the proud grannie 

of ten, the great grannie of 22 and the 
great-great grannie of six. Around 80 
people attended the party, Betty said.

AROUND 100 friends, 
colleagues and ex-colleagues 
gathered at Banavie Masonic 
Hall on Saturday night to join 
newly-weds Kinlochleven 
High School head teacher 
John McGilp and wife Stacy to 
celebrate their wedding.

The wedding dance proved a 
great success - both as a social 
function and as a fund-raiser 
for good causes.

Mr and Mrs McGilp asked 
guests not to give presents, 
but to make donations towards 
Macmillan Nurses and Sport 
Lochaber Youth Support Trust 
Fund.

The generous partygoers 
chipped in a total of £1,130 and 
the money was split evenly, so 
each organisation will gain to 
the tune of £565.

John told The Oban Times:

‘We decided to have the 
wedding dance so that our 
friends in Fort William who 
didn’t make the wedding 
in Glasgow could help us 
celebrate. We also thought 
it was a good way of making 
money for two great charities.’

John and Stacy were married 
in House for an Art Lover in 
Glasgow on Sunday February 
14.

EXCLUSIVE REPORT: By STEPHEN NORRIS

Wind farm 
co-op cash 
bonanza

John and Stacy with the cheques for charity.

Wedding dance raises £1,130 for charity

Birthday girl Ina celebrates 100 years

THE FIRM wanting to build a supermarket on North Road, 
Fort William, is inviting members of the public to an open 
day at the Ben Nevis Hotel today (Thursday) to view and 
comment on its proposals for the site.

The event, from 10am to 3pm, will provide local people 
with an opportunity, the developer says, to talk over plans 
with a Morbaine Limited director.

The consultation will focus on two issues - Morbaine’s 
wish to extend planning permission with Highland Council 
for a non-food retail park on land it owns off the A82 by two 
years and its plans to bring in a major supermarket retailer 
to the same site.

The Cheshire-based developer has already informed 
Highland Council it intends to submit an application for a 
55,000 sq ft supermarket on land between the Alcan junction 
and the Ford car showroom. 

The store would be raised above the ground on pillars to 
make best use of the site.

Morbaine director Alex Brodie told The Oban Times an 
application for the supermarket could be submitted by late 
April.

He said: ‘We are talking to all the major multiples who are 
not currently represented in Fort William at the moment. We 
know that there are two or three big retailers who are keen 
to come to Fort William.’

The company currently has permission for a non-food 
retail park, but wants planning conditions barring them from 
bringing in a supermarket chain to Fort William lifted.

Morbaine says DIY stores are unwilling to come to a 
relatively small centre such as Fort William in the present 

Morbaine will hold a second public consultation event 
around March 23 and 24, when more detailed plans on the 
supermarket blueprint will be on view, Mr Brodie said.

North Road supermarket 
plans on show to public

HIGHLAND Council leader Michael 
Foxley has moved to quash what 
he describes as ‘misinformation’ 
surrounding plans to temporarily close 
the Nether Lochaber slipway later this 
year for repairs.

At a stormy public meeting in 
Strontian two weeks ago, many of 160 
people present were angry a closure 
would cripple the local economy 
and endanger lives. But this week 
Councillor Foxley stressed two other 
separate proposals that the slipway be 

concreted in phases to allow partial, tide 
and weather dependent operation of the 
ferry were still under consideration.

Using the smaller Maid of Glencoul
to allow greater access to the partially 
repaired slipway was also being 
investigated, he said, and tenders for 
the repairs contract would not be going 
out until those investigations were 
complete. He added: ‘The emergency 
services are being fully consulted about 
the potentially disrupted service. The
ambulance service intends to place a 

second ambulance in the peninsula and 
will arrange for additional crews to be 
provided as required. 

‘Mitigation measures are to be carried 
to the A861 including extending 
passing places, scrub cutting, removing 
rock at poor corners, additional signs 
and the police are assisting with 
recommendations for being able to turn 

Councillor Foxley said September/
October was the likely window for the 
work.

Nether Lochaber slipway ‘misinformation’ quashed

OPINION in South Lochaber 
appears sharply divided on 
ambitious plans to turn the 
mothballed Glencoe Hospital 
into a centre for tourism and 
community activities.

South Lochaber Community 
Company (SLCC) is balloting 
local people on buying the 
building and associated 
former ambulance station 
from NHS Highland and 
renaming it The Strathcona 
Centre after the man who 
built it, Lord Strathcona.

SLCC sees the centre 
as housing exhibitions of 

businesses, medical 
services, workshops 
for local tradesmen, a 
conference centre, a youth 
club and social functions. 
But Scottish Government-
appointed valuers CKD 
Galbraith have valued the 
property at £450,000 and 
that combined with repairs 
and running costs, say some 
local residents, is a price not 
worth paying.

SLCC staged on open day 
at the hospital on Saturday 
attended, trustee Mr Stewart 
said, by around 100 mostly 
supportive people.

But Ballachulish 
Community Council 
Chairman Mel MacAskill 
said the prohibitive costs 
meant local communities 
‘cannot be expected’ to 
support the project.

Mr MacAskill said: ‘Our 
village halls at the moment 

further spreading of a small 
enough population would 
make their situation worse.’

Quoting Muhammad Ali, 
Mr Stewart said: ‘The man 
who has no imagination has 
no wings.’

Community
split over 
hospital
future

MORE than 60 primary 
school children from St 
Mary’s, Inverlochy and 
Lochyside schools will 
take part in the Seed to 
Supper project at the Rural 
Education Centre this year.

With assistance from 
Morrison’s ‘Let’s Grow’ 
they will learn how to grow 
their own produce, market 
it and present it for shows 
including a new Junior 
Gardening Show in An 
Clachan on August 21.

THE UNDERWATER 
Centre in Fort William has 
underlined its reputation as 
a world-renowned provider 
of subsea training after a 

the company with market 
leading sonar equipment.

Aberdeen-based Tritech 
managers recently visited 
the Lochaber deep-water 
training site to hand over the 
equipment.

Seed to 
Supper project

Underwater 
Centre 
presentation

Newsdesk
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Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
Tact and quiet diplomacy can sort out all sorts of areas of life, but 

yourself confused by the options, or by what the facts of situations 

start to return? Call your special prediction line for more…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

require a leap of faith, but even trying for your prize can feel good, 
so do go for it! Call me now for more advice…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

now for your in-depth forecast…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

be good for them to learn to be more independent and to stand on 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

been staring you in the eyes and yet you have been choosing to 

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

others but how about more harmony? Why do little glitches and 

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

show your partner or house mates, or perhaps more pertinently, how 
much do they show you? Grappling with the domestic side of life 
can become so much easier if there is a fair carving up of mundane 

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

zodiac, yet over the last three months it has been agitating with the 

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

what’son
CINEMA LISTINGS > Highland Theatre
INVICTUS Cert 12A
Daily 6.30 (except Mon 1st), 9.00. Sat/Sun Matinee 4.00 
EDGE OF DARKNESS Cert 15
Daily 6.30, 9.00
THE HURT LOCKER Cert 15
Mon 1st 6.30
SPIRITED AWAY Cert PG
Sat/Sun Matinee 1.30
PERCY JACKSON & THE LIGHTNING THIEF Cert PG
Sat/Sun Matinee 1.30, 4.00

Saturdays > Junior Ski Training
Glencoe Mountain Ltd 10.30am - 2.30pm
Tel 07854 688408

Saturdays & Sundays > Glencoe Discovery
Glencoe Mountain Ltd Guiding service for
Tel 01855 851226 intermediate skiers

Saturday 27 February > Soup Lunch
Connel Village Hall 12-2pm

Thursday 4 March > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

WHAT’S ON
in association with the Highland Cinema,
George Street, Oban Tel: 01631 562444

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Friday 26th February > Filthy Kinky
The Woody

Saturday 27th February > Shananigans
The Woody

Saturday 27th February > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans 9.30pm start

Sunday 28th February > Crooked Reel
The Woody 4pm - 7pm

Friday 5th March > Ballochmyle
The Woody

Local
Producers
Markets

Thursday 4th March
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

Art sale 
 Sat. 27th February 

2.00-7.00 pm 
in Regent Hotel Oban  
Auction starts 3.00pm    

Strathclyde University 
Big Band

Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern

Sunday 28th February, 
3pm

Tickets £7/£5 
Reserve on 01852 500746

or email cvh.arts@
btconnect.com

OBAN U3A

Tuesday 2nd March 2010 
at 10.30am

A warm welcome to all 

out about U3A activities.

FORT WILLIAM
 ACCORDION & FIDDLE CLUB
Musical Evening
on Tuesday 2nd March, 2010

at 8pm

Happy House
Christian Pre School

COFFEE MORNING

10-12
Glencruitten Church Centre
Tea, Coffee. Home Baking

Face Painting and other stalls

Admission – Adults £2 
Children £1.00

Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Monthly Club Night

Argyllshire Gathering Hall
Thursday 4th March 2010

8pm
Supporting Players 

and Audience Welcome
Special Guest Artiste
Ian Cameron S.D.B.

Admission £3
Come along and 
enjoy the music

10 Years On………..
Presented By

Na Caileagan Phinc
Clarsach Ensemble 

With
Toni Russell Highland Dance School

And guests
Oban High School Choir

Saturday 6th March
Corran Halls 7.30pm

Tickets from The Corran Halls Box Office
£6  conc.£4

All proceeds will be donated to Yorkhill Childrens Hospital.

SPRING FAYRE 
Sunday Feb 28th

Cairndow Hall
11am –3pm

stalls include books, 
crafts, local foods,soaps, 

CEILIDH
Sat 6th March at 7.30pm

NORTH LORN DRAMA FESTIVAL

24-26 March 2010
7.30 pm        

Appin Village Hall 

£3 each evening or £10 for season ticket
Child’s ticket £1 each evening

Mary J D Gregory, Secretary
North Lorn Drama Festival

Rhugarbh Croft, Appin, Argyll PA38 4BA
Telephone 01631 730309

email nlornfestival@btinternet.com

Stirring account of how 

the Springbok national 

Africa.

Eastwood with both 

in Oscar nominated 
performances.

The Hurt 

Your chance to see 
this multi Bafta award 

screen set in Iraq this is 
a riveting, suspenseful 
portrait of the technicians 
of the bomb squad.

Forget the off-putting 
banner of another Iraq 

With her parents 
transformed into 

what seems to be an 
abandoned theme park, 

must navigate a strange 
and magical realm in
order to save them.

Winner of the Best 
Animated Feature Oscar 
in 2003 this enchanting 

and children grinning

wonderment.

Remake of the BBC mini-

a detective whose adult 

down on his doorstep. 
His subsequent 

investigation sees him 

political and corporate 

comeback performance 
and some effective set 
pieces makes for an 
exhilarating ride. 

Coming to 
Oban Cinema

popstars on the planet is stepping out to put Oban residents 
through their paces.

helping to organise and choreograph her famous Showgirl 
tour.

all the dancers and took care of rehearsals.
‘I have also worked with Pharrell Williams, Sophie Ellis 

But Tim and his team will swap the glitz and glamour of 

‘The idea is to inspire dance enthusiasts and give them a 

Tim said that dancing has become more popular in recent 

and has held workshops throughout the UK for the past four 

a masterclass with some of the best dancers in Europe, who 

over and costs £30.

Dance school to the stars books Oban date
Kylie’s dance captain to put 
you through your paces

A SHOWCASE of talent 
from Oban High School sent 
a strong message of support 
to the people of Haiti.

held in the Corran Halls 

evening raised more than 
£3,000 and awareness of 
the plight of people in the 

Oban High School worked 
together to put on the 
concert at short notice and, 

pupils involved were from 
junior classes. 

Stars
Hosts for the evening 

Angus Scott, head girl and 

in presenting skills - 14 

musicians, singers and 
dancers entertained a good 
crowd.

The concert was sponsored 

and others gave assistance 
in kind, including staff from 
the Corran Halls.

But the real stars of the 
show were the children who 
gave up their time, and a live 
performance of Eastenders, 

care about the devastation 

Club member.

Rotary and Oban high join forces for Haiti

-

UIST Pipe Band has been learning from 
the best with a special weekend workshop 
this month. 

bands, Duncan Nicholson, pipe sergeant 

David Ross from House of Edgar Shotts 

paces, focucing on technique, musical 
expression, tuning and preparation. 

Funding for the weekend workshop 

Siar and members will be putting their 

evening at the Dark Island Hotel. 

THERE was dancing in the aisles at an 

Fairtrade Fortnight. 

their dancing shoes and demonstrated 
their twinkle toes to highlight the Co-

helps encourage our shoppers to support 
Fairtrade and choose Fairtrade tea and 

There will be an information stall in 
store all week, with free samples and 
information. The stall moves to Tesco for 
the second week of Fairtrade Fortnight. 

Co-op staff 

wild birds, Scottish Natural Heritage has 
issued a plea to outdoor enthusiasts to 

SNH senior ornithological adviser said 

struggling to get food. He added: ‘These 

would therefore ask people to be conscious 

Restoration Fund

By Bob MacCulloch
Cathedral Hall

7.30pm
Admission £4.00



Haiti help 
concert
ON FRIDAY February 19 a 

Literary talent 
at Oban High

Ski club
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The Oban Times Justice

The
Oban Times

The Three Sisters

Paulona

Preparing for action in the Himalayas: Donald Monro outside his 
home at Ardmolich. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS

The Oban Times

Lyndsay Michie: travelled 
to Wales with victorious 

Scottish team. 

Involved

Lochaber police chief condemns copper thieves who put lives at riskLifeboat
launched

Donald set for 
Himalayan
adventure

Facelift 
for town’s 
bleak
underpass

Online
The Oban Times

The Oban Times

Harris gets
its say

Insight into 
Fromelles

Kilmallie Hall fund-raiser fun

Got a story for The Oban Times? Call   
our reporters on 01631 568000

Great support for 
charity event

Fish Farmer
SPECIAL OFFER

=
£139

SAVE OVER 34%

+
Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
worth

£95

Fish Farmer
Digital
Edition
1 year
subscription

Total Value

All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

14 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

The Oban Times

Oban Railway Station - May, 1962

Buntata’s
Sgadan
THERE was a reasonable 
turnout at last weekend’s 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Buntata’s Sgadan when, 
after the traditional fayre, 
there was entertainment 
from singer Calum Angus 
MacDonald and accordionist 
Charlie Kirkpatrick. 

This was a most enjoyable 
event which also included a 
quiz.

It would be remiss not 
to mention the absence of 
Ewan Nicholson, usually 
ever present at the Skye 
functions and at most other 
associations in the city, and 
we wish him well as he 
recuperates from his recent 
accident.

Clydebank
ceilidh
DESPITE competing against 
the annual Mull and Iona 
Association festivities, there 
was an excellent turnout at 
the February ceilidh when 
Christine Buchannan was in 
the chair. 

The singers were Fiona 
Dunn, Rhona Morrison 
and Angus Smith and  
accompanist Kirsteen Grant 
played for community 
singing which was 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

the piper and Jean Anne 
Calendar and Lex Keith 
were the musicians. 

At this ceilidh the deaths of 
two long standing members 
of the association, Muriel 
Duncan and Michael Allan, 
were intimated and best 
wishes were sent to Anna 
Cameron, Dugie Thomson 
and Calum Lamont.

Ceol’s
Craic
THIS month’s event will 
take place in the Centre for 
the Contemporary Arts on 
Saturday February 27 and 
will consist of a viewing 
of Passing Places with 
Maireared Green at 8pm.

This will be followed by 
Joy Dunlop and friends as 
Joy releases her debut album 
Dusgath.

Mairead’s creative musical 
was commissioned for Celtic 
Connections New Voices 
2009 and shows much of her 
native Wester Ross.

The Potential Strangers,

which plays the tunes of 
Harris born singer Dol Eoin 
and has found common 
ground between American 
rebel folk and Gaelic 
traditional music, will also 
be on the programme.

Glasgow Islay 
Association
THE ANNUAL Gathering 
Concert will take place in 
Glasgow University Union
on Friday March 5 at 7.30pm 

with the dance to follow 
at 10.30pm to the music of 
Charlie Kirkpatrick’s Band. 

Catriona Bell will be 
chairing the concert and the 
artistes will be Islay pipers 
Alasdair Whyte, Marion 
Ramsay, Mairi MacInnes 
and Iain MacLean, with 
accordion music from 
Charlie Kirkpatrick. 

Both the concert and the 
dance were very successful 
in the same venue last year 
and the association is looking 
forward to welcoming a 
large turnout of friends to 
both parts of the evening.

Oban High 
School
Former Pupils’ 
Dinner
A REMINDER this dinner 
will take place in the 
Swallow Hotel on Saturday 
March 13. 

For tickets telephone Isabel 
Ross, 0141 563 9729.

Diary
dates

:  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Wendy 
Arrowsmith.

:  
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choirs 
Annual Concert, Kessington 
Hall, Bearsden, 7.30pm.   
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Crawford Hall, 110 Beith 
Street, Partick, 9pm to 1am.  
Helensburgh and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh dance, Commodore 
Hotel, 7.30pm.

:  
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association buffet ceildh 
dance, Partick Bowling 
Club, 7.45pm. Motherwell 
and Wishaw Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Dalziel St Andrew’s Church 
Hall, 7.30pm. Ceol’s Craic- 
see above. 

: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, John 
Hinshelwood and Sandra 
Gellatly Band. Kieron Goss, 
Old Fruitmarket, 8pm.

: Glasgow 
Islay Association Concert 
and Dance - see above. 
RSAMD Year 2 Student’s   
concert, 7.30pm.

: Clann 
Gaidhlig Concert, Wynd 
Centre, Paisley, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided by 
Iain Angus MacLeod, from 
Harris, on Friday, Martin 
Pottinger/Willie Cameron on 
Saturday with Sunday still to 

In the Islay Inn it will be 
The Keelies on Saturday and 
Deoch’n Dorus on Saturday. 

Vote ‘no’ to 
hospital
purchase
Sir,
So the ballot papers are on 
the way. 

We all need to make sure 
that a ‘non vote’ doesn’t 
turn into a yes by default 
- everyone needs to take 
the two minutes required 
and actually vote ‘no’ to 
the white elephant that is 
a community purchase of 
Glencoe Hospital.

Mr Stewart is surprised by 
the price - although property 
prices are rising - isn’t 
worried about asbestos or the 
fact it isn’t even wind and 
water tight, yet would have 
us believe he has experience 
of buildings and restoration 
work.

I gather Ballachulish 
Community Council is 
dead against it and is 
recommending a ‘no’ vote, 
I just hope enough of South 
Lochaber follow suit.

Waste of 
money
Sir,
Regarding your front 
page story of February 
18 I, for one, hope this 
‘community’ bid for the 
old hospital fails because 
if it doesn’t at this stage, it 
certainly will later. 

What a waste of community 
or grant money that would 
be, especially at a time of 
such major cut backs to 
essential services across the 
country.

I’m also curious as to how 
the percentage Mr Stewart 
quoted in The Oban Times 
the last time he used his 
‘survey’ has dropped from 

per cent? 
Doesn’t sound like there 

are many people being taken 
in by his plans. 

I just hope everyone takes 
the time to vote ‘no’.

No support 
from
community
council
Sir,
As you will likely be aware 
residents of South Lochaber 
will by now have received 
a ballot paper regarding the 
proposed community buyout 
of the building formerly 
used as Glencoe Hospital 
and ambulance depot.

Our community council, 
the correctly elected body for 
the villages of Ballachulish 
and Glenachulish, is opposed 
to this buyout, as we believe 

Correction
THANK you to the many eagle-eyed Oban Times readers 
who pointed out that the Scott Monument is only 61 metres 
high rather than the 200 metres the graphic illustration 
stated. Other heights for Big Ben and the Glasgow Tower 
were correct, as is the height of the planned turbines at 
Raera Forest at 125 metres.

Is there 
a tyrant
in No 10?
JUST when does a forceful 
management-style become 
bullying?

This must be the crux of 
the latest bizarre episode to 
hit the run-up to the General 
Election for the Westminster 
Parliament.

Thank heavens the Scottish 

and the date on which its next 
election will be held next 
year is already known while 
we have to wait until  March 
or  April until it is formally 
announced that we will go to 
the polls on May 6. 

If it is proclaimed in March 
we will have a six week 
campaign - can we stand 
that?

Perhaps we should try to 

in which Mr Brown is 
said to have indulged as it 
seems not to be the basic 
implementation of a reign 
of physical terror but a host 
of small incidents that in 
the eyes of those staff who 
are alleging that they have 
been bullied have made 
working at No 10 Downing 
Street very unpleasant, if not 
impossible.

I think it is fair to say that 
such incidents have taken 
place despite the initial 
denials when the book in 
which they are contained 
came out, and are now 
serialised in ‘The Observer’ 
newspaper. 

The author is a well-
known and serious political 
journalist and ‘The Observer’ 
is a highly regarded and 
independently minded 
broadsheet – not a scurrilous 
‘red-top’ tabloid. 

Also, a quick check round 

that the Prime Minister’s 
abrasive management of his 
senior staff has been more 
than hinted about for some 
time.

Not really        
a No 1 guy
WHEN he became ‘the 
man in No 10’ I wrote that 
with his senior government 
minister experience and his 
decade as  Chancellor of the 
Exchequer he should be able 
to have a successful time 

blown off course. 
Maybe it was fanciful 

to expect him to be so 
fortunate!

But not even the most 
gloomy of political 
commentators could have 
forecast that the storm would 

steep.
Maybe his greatest fault, 

and the one for which he is 
paying so harshly now, is 
his slavish acceptance of the 
course mapped out by his 
predecessor Tony Blair who 

long.
His secondary fault was 

that he did not have an 
Alastair Campbell at his side 
– as Tony Blair had – to steer 
his away from the shallows 
into which he fell far too 
easily.

Given that he had got where 
he wanted to be without too 

shock of realising that ‘the 
buck’ stopped with him 

inevitably seems to have 
been too much. 

To whom should he 
turn for advice, support 
and expertise in political 
management? Blair had the 
‘Tiree Tarantula’ - a title I 
gave Alastair Campbell - 
and one which I understand 
amuses him  considerably. 

Eventually, he was invited 
back, as was Lord Mandelson 
whom he was said to hate.

But, it was far too late to 
prevent staff, harried and 
verbally assaulted day after 
day, from complaining and, 
in some cases, quitting. 

I cannot imagine he ever 
tried to vent his frustration 
on either of his late recruits 
as he knew that he would be 
told in no uncertain terms 
where he could go. 

However, it is also 
noticeable that neither has 
rushed to defend the Prime 
Minister or deny what is 
being alleged.

Where does this leave 
Gordon Brown  as far as 
winning a General Election 
is concerned? 

Is it another nail in his 

uncertainty of who and what 
is David Cameron give him 
another chance?

More
generosity
welcomed
A FEW weeks ago, I wrote 
here about the Argyll Piping 
Trust - representatives of the 
Argyllshire Gathering and 
Argyll and  Bute Council - 
receiving £10,000 from the 
National Lottery’s Awards 
For All Scheme. 

This was so they could buy 
sets of bagpipes to be made 
available on loan to young 

initial cost of buying them 
perhaps beyond their or their 
parents’ means. 

I heartily endorsed 
the trust’s initiative and 
expressed a hope that the 
great upsurge of interest in 
junior piping would continue 
to be nurtured so that one 
of the great distinctions of 
Scottish traditional music 

health.
Such thoughts have fallen 

on very fertile ground as 
Peter Forester, this year’s 
Senior Steward of the 
Argyllshire Gathering, has 
told me that a very generous 
but anonymous benefactor 
who read what I wrote has 
made a  very substantial 
donation of thousands of 
pounds to the Argyll Piping 
Trust to enable them to buy 
more sets of pipes for young 
players.

Although I don’t know who 
he is, I add my thanks to him 
for his generosity. 

At the same  time, I 
would encourage anyone 
who can afford to do so to 
add to the fund by sending 
their donation to the Argyll 
Piping Trust, c/o of the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Breadalbane Street, Oban, 
Argyll. 

All donations will be 
acknowledged with grateful 
thanks.

except themselves. My view 
is that the rally was here 
long before them and they 
know where the ferry is. 
There are always going to 
be people like that. There 
are also farmers who go to 
extra lengths to make sure 
their stock is off the road and 
gain no monetary gain from 
doing so as they donate any 
money received to charity. 
They should be applauded. 

I know myself how hard 
it is to get the weather for 
gathering in stock at rally 
time but come on guys 
you know the rally is that 
weekend and what better 
time to get stock closer to 

Who is this I hear you 
shouting.

Well I am the mother of 
the 16-year-old lad involved 
in the crash on the Friday 
night.

He was lucky, as was 
everyone else involved. It 
could have been a lot worse 
so let’s sort the problems so 
they don’t happen again.

I’m sure a few apologies 
and humble pie wouldn’t go 
amiss. I am also a shepherd 
and if any farmer would 
like a hand gather – free of 
charge – to help get their 
stock off the road, please get 
in touch as I have three dogs 
keen for work.

To all the rally boys and 
girls, you have my support 
and admiration for your 
organising skills and great 
atmosphere you bring. 

Here’s to another 40 years. 
It’s your island too.

No ‘hit list’       
of Argyll
school
closures
Sir,
Alan Reid claims he is 
‘astonished’ Argyll and Bute 
Council is ‘even considering’ 
closing Tarbert Academy’s 
secondary department and 
once again refers to a ‘hit 
list’ of schools in the area.

We are not considering 
closing any element of 
Tarbert Academy or any 
other school in the current 

any such ‘hit list’.
What we have said is that 

budgetary pressures over 
the following two years 
will require us to review 
every aspect of our service 
provision, including the 
schools estate.

I would be extremely 
surprised if there was any 
local authority in Scotland – 
of any political composition 
– which is not in a similar 
position.

Mr Reid reveals a basic 
lack of understanding in 
his comments relating 

that misleading information 
is being published over the 

The stated purchase price of 
£450,000 is perhaps correct, 
but we would consider the 
annual running costs to be 
more critical. 

Running costs could not 
be reduced to allow the 
purchase and running costs 
for three years to be met in 
the £1 million budget we 
are being quoted - it simply 
can’t stack up.

Having discussed this long 
and hard we cannot support 
this community buyout and 
would urge residents of South 

all the information available 
to them and secondly return 
their ballot paper to the 
Highland Council. 

Regarding the possible 
use of the building - a youth 
club was mentioned - having 
spoken to a few juveniles in 
the last few days they all say 
it’s too far out of the village 
and that they wouldn’t walk 
to it.

Our village halls at the 
moment struggle to stay 

of a small enough population 
would make their situation 
worse.

Our choice is that you 
vote against this purchase 
as our communities cannot 

support such a project.
If, however, the residents do 

vote in favour of this project 

community council will not 
contribute to the purchase 
or the running costs as our 
money is used for projects 

and this purchase will 
encumber our communities 

operational burdens they do 
not need.

Get Mull Rally 
back on track
Sir,
I was shocked when I read 
your report about the future 
of the Mull Rally as a result 
of a split in public support.

As far as I am aware 
this is down to a lack of 
communication and of 
things said in the heat of the 
moment. I also understand 
that a meeting of those 
concerned was going to take 
place and I know that the 
farmer involved is an honest 
and hard working gent who I 
believe did what he thought 
to be good enough and 
was very upset by all that 
took place on the night in 
question.

But I also believe there are 
other people who live life 
with nothing being good 
enough and feel they are due 
something from everyone 

to my own position as 
spokesperson for Education 
and Lifelong Learning.
I was not ‘put in charge of 
education’ by the SNP but by 
the coalition administration 
of Argyll and Bute Council. 
This appointment was made 
largely on the basis of my 
35 years’ experience as a 
teacher, not simply because I 
am an SNP councillor.

I am extremely proud of 
the educational standards 
we have in Argyll and Bute, 
and of the partnership work 
between staff, pupils, parents 
and local communities to 
ensure our young people 
have the best possible chance 
to reach their full potential.

I am wholly committed to 
maintaining and improving 
these standards, despite 
the tough economic 
circumstances in which 

themselves.
The process of reviewing 

our school estate will begin 
within the next few months.

In the meantime, it is 
disappointing that Mr Reid
seems prepared to use our 
children and their parents 
as political footballs in his 
ongoing bid to raise his own 

He asks that Argyll and 
Bute Council puts parents’ 
and pupils’ minds at rest. 

I would suggest a good 
start in this regard is for him 
to stop these scaremongering 
tactics.

Oban War 
Memorial
research
appeal
Sir, 
I am working with a lady 
called Carol Sklinar to 

men from Oban whose names 
are engraved on Oban’s War 
Memorial and who died 
during World War 1. 

Through her family history 
society, she is attempting to 
record as much information 
as possible about the 174 
men who did not return and 
has already an interesting 

If any readers are interested 
in this worthwhile project, 
can provide details of men 
whose names appear or 
would like to access this 
information, her website is 
www.wakefieldfhs.org.uk. 
Carol can be contacted at 

Alternatively, I would 
be happy to pass on any 
information to her. 

FREE personal care for all elderly people throughout 
Scotland was heralded as a popular milestone in the history 
of positive social politics when announced in 2001 by the 
then First Minister Henry McLeish.

In 2010, the concept of a comfortable, caring community 
fully funded from the coffers of Holyrood is as highly valued 

a tide of underfunding with many local authorities unable 
to meet their obligations. And the depth of the problem will 
only get worse as life expectancy increases.

Prioritising direct funding from national government could 
place this right, right back on its pedestal. 

Direct funding could save elderly care ideal
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New ferry boat for Barra 
to Uist route
A VITAL link in the communications 
network of the Western Isles has been 
strengthened with the introduction of a 
new ferry on the service between Barra 
and Uist.

Ferryman Donald Campbell has 
purchased a new 33ft boat with 
assistance from the Highlands and 
Islands Development Board. The 
vessel will cut 10 minutes off the 
crossing time and provide a safer and 
more comfortable passage.
Appeal to save Crarae 
Gardens on Loch Fyne
AN APPEAL was launched this week 
by the Trustees of the Crarae Gardens 
Charitable Trust to save the world 
famous Crarae Glen Gardens on the 
shores of Loch Fyne, near Inveraray.

The gardens, with their breathtaking 
‘Himalayan’ setting are best known 

and azaleas but in addition they 
contain many other rare and interesting 
species.

footbridge
THE ARMY are to repair the Jubilee 
Bridge at Appin at only minimal cost 
to the local people, it was stated this 
week.

There has been growing concern 
about the poor condition of the 
footbridge since reorganisation of local 
government, when neither district nor 
region would take responsibility for it.

Mr John Sharples, district councillor, 
said this week that he was delighted 
to say that the Army Engineers had 
offered to repair the bridge as a training 
exercise.
Oban sea wall under 
repair
TUMMEL Bridge Engineering of 
Glasgow have started work on a major 
repair scheme to the sea wall in Oban’s 
George Street.

The construction work, which will 
take several weeks to complete, has 
been made necessary because of serious 
undermining over the years.

Problem pitch at Fort 
William
LOCHABER District Council are go-
ing back to the drawing board to solve 
a problem that is repeatedly putting the 

The council agreed at their leisure and 
recreation committee meeting to ask 
the original architects to investigate 
the problem.

Fort William Shinty Club have 
written a letter of complaint to the 
council about the state of the pitch. 
They were forced to cancel 40 per 
cent of their games due to be played 
on the pitch last season because it was 
waterlogged.
‘Bear’ opens Dervaig Hall
AFTER a reconstruction programme 
lasting almost a year Dervaig Hall in 
Mull has re-opened.

Dervaig people are traditionally known 
as ‘The Bears’, therefore, despite the 

helped to fund the £50,000 project, the 
opening ceremony was performed by 
‘a bear’.

IT WAS only 10 years ago that 
many among Argyll’s ageing 
piping fraternity feared for its 
future; teenage players ready 
to join up with senior bands 
were few and far between and 
many relied on tuition outside 
of school.

Fast forward to 2010 and an 
explosion of young pipers and 
drummers have appeared on 
the scene with many so called 
‘senior’ competition bands 
made up of players not even old 
get a round in at the pub after 
competitions.

The incredible turnaround in a 
relatively short time is down to 
committed parents, pipers and 

see a great Argyll tradition fall 
out of step. 

Campbeltown
Campbeltown’s Willie 

MacCallum (senior), at 81 years 

and has been involved with 
Kintyre Piping Society since 
1951.

He said: ‘For a while there 
was no piping tuition in 
Campbeltown and the council 
told us that there were no plans 
to teach it in the school.

‘During this period we had 
Robert Wallace from the Royal 
College of Piping down for a 
piping society competition and 
he later commented on the state 
of piping in Campbeltown in his 
editorial in the Piping Times. 

‘I pointed this out to a 
councillor at the time, George 
MacMillan, and told him that 
we were now the laughing stock 
of piping in Scotland.

‘It just so happened he was 
going to an education committee 
meeting that day and he took a 
copy of the editorial with him.’

Willie received a letter from 
the council shortly after stating 
that high school pupils would 
have two hours a week of piping 
tuition – not good enough.

‘I wrote back saying that 
they had to start in the primary 
schools and they agreed. Piping 
has just gone from strength to 
strength since then.’

Kintyre Schools Pipe Band was 
formed under the stewardship 

Argyll piping gets 
its second wind

Young 
players 
make 
piping
‘cool’
again

The award-winning Inveraray and District Pipe Band are the current world champions at grade two.

‘The whole 
traditional music 
scene has taken 
off and piping 
is up there with 
everything else.’

Young pipers from Oban High School Pipe Band play at many 
social functions in the town. 07_t08pipe01

of Iain McKerrell, who has 
overseen the success of Juvenile 
and Novice Juvenile competition 
bands, culminating in the band 
being named Scottish Pipe 
Band of the Year at the Scottish 
Traditional Music Awards 2007.

But the trend of teaching in 
schools would be further reaching 
in the coming years, with world 
champion pipers Stuart Liddell 
and Angus MacColl taking up 
similar positions in Mid Argyll 
and Oban, respectively.

Again Willie MacCallum’s 

as he then encouraged the re-
establishment of the Netherlorn 
Piping Society in Oban and the 
junior piping competition in 
Inveraray.

Inveraray
As a result junior pipers in 

Oban and Mid Argyll expressed 
a desire to play in a competitive 
band and, before long, Inveraray 
and District Pipe Band and 
Oban High School Pipe Band 
were formed, with Stuart and 
Angus as respective pipe 
majors. Inveraray, in particular 
has rapidly progressed up the 
competitive ladder. The band, 

in 70 years, is world champion 
at grade two, the second tier 
of competitive piping, and in 
2009 won four consecutive 
major championships. What’s 
more impressive is that most of 
the fresh-faced ‘senior’ band 
members were born as recently 
as the 1990s.

It would seem obvious, then, 
that it also has a Novice Juvenile 
band and 10 young chanter 
players, proving the conveyor 
belt of talent remains well oiled.

Band secretary Jim MacMillan 
said: ‘Without a doubt, Stuart 
[Liddell] is the main driving 
force behind the band and is the 
main reason for its success.

‘But the involvement of parents 
and friends is paramount. We 
could never have got where we 
are today as an organisation 
without the assistance of the 
parents. With most of the band 
being teenagers and quite a few 
living out of town they would 
never get to practices without 
their parents taking time out. 

They are also very supportive in 
many other ways and many are 
on the committee.

But the introduction of 
enthusiastic tutors to the schools, 
alone, is not enough to explain 
the sudden migration of young 
musicians to the chanter and 
pipes.

Oban
Euan Dewar, one of the few 

competing pipers from Oban as a 
teenager and now pipe major of 
Oban Pipe Band, explained: ‘It’s 
more ‘cool’ to be a piper now.

‘The whole traditional music 
scene has taken off and piping is 
up there with everything else.

‘This is fantastic for the senior 
band and I hope the high school 
pipers will see us as a natural 
progression.’

Like Inveraray, Oban High 
School Pipe Band is driven by its 
prizewinning pipe major and a 
fundraising committee that runs 
on ‘parent power’.

These parents make up the 
band’s fundraising arm, the 
Oban and Lorn Youth Pipe 
Band Association, and part of 
the wider-reaching Netherlorn 
Piping Society.

Angus MacColl, whose teaching 
role is funded by Argyll and Bute 
Council and the Argyllshire 
Gathering Piping Trust, says the 
band’s ability to transcend all 
age groups has been a factor in 
its recent popularity.

He said: ‘The thing I like to 

sixth year pupils at high school 

hanging around with the primary 
kids; there’s no age division 
because the older ones tend to 
help out the young ones and look 
out for them. It is quite heart-
warming.

‘They all want the band to 
succeed because it has given 
them a focus.’

Other Argyll bands have 

element of youth over the last 
decade.

Cowal Pipe Band has a 
distinctively young membership, 
boosted by Dunoon Grammar 
Pipe Band, while on Islay, 
Mull, Rothesay and Tiree young 
pipers have also come to the 
fore, sometimes requiring the 
formation of youth bands to 
complement the senior members.

Cowal
Most of these bands are geared 

towards competition – Cowal 
states that its common aim is ‘to 
be the best’ – but Mid Argyll Pipe 
Band is proud of its reputation 
as one of the country’s best 
‘non-competing’ bands, while 
still attracting an unprecedented 
number of young members.

Established in 1927, the band 
has had its fair share of success 
but has made a name for itself 
in recent years by working on 
collaborative projects, such as 
the Blackwood and Hickory 
project in 2007, and attending 
festivals in Britain and overseas, 
including Golowan Festival in 
Penzance.

Former pipe major Rod 
Buchanan, who still plays and 
tutors with the band, said: ‘The 
band has taken off in the last few 
years and that is thanks to the 
young pipers coming through. 

‘We established a link with a 

out there to play. We have quite 
a few teenage boys in the band 
and they had lots of teenage girls, 
so let’s just say there was a good 
rapport established!

‘We have more young players 
now than I can ever remember 
seeing in the band but the 
standard, enthusiasm and thirst 
to do well is as high as ever.

‘There is more teaching now; 
Stuart Liddell is in Lochgilphead 
High School and primary schools 

in the area, which has really 
helped. I think there is almost 
a peer pressure among young 
people to be in a pipe band these 
days, whereas 10 years ago I 
would advertise chanter/piping 
classes that two people would 
come to. Now I don’t advertise 
because so many youngsters 
want lessons.’

While there is a dedicated and 
concerted effort to keep this great 
Argyll tradition alive, tuition 
will not be immune from budget 
cuts or from volunteer ‘fatigue’ 
forever. The bands are constantly 
in need of sponsorship for kitting 
out new members, tuition fees 
and travel expenses to national 
and international competitions.

If Argyll is to be a force in the 
piping world it is crucial that 
bands are given the funds they 
require and that the roles of the 
piping tutors, who have inspired 
a generation, are kept intact.

Technical Sergeant Iain 
Morrison plays his pipes at 

Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
Across
1 Arrived (4)
3 Willingness (8)
9 Equivalent (7)
10 On TV again (5)
11 Similar looking but their left is your right 

(6,6)
13 9 day devotion (6)
15 Painful spasm (6)
17 Wide apart (6-6)
20 Get out of (5)
21 Mainstay (7)
22 For the very young (8)
23 As a result (4)

Down
1 Used with a sash (8)
2 One who goes for the gold? (5)
4 Clear (6)
5 Asked to appear again (7,5)
6 Nazareth native (7)
7 Pull (4)
8 A short message (12)
12 Scalloped collars (8)
14 Tastelessly (7)
16 Not poisonous (6)
18 A brace and a half (5)
19 One on a pedestal (4)
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TOP OF THE
TRADE

ALL MAKES OF LIGHT COMMERCIALS 
BOUGHT & SOLD

14 Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

Mobile: 07990 548046
Tel: 01631 563 812

Robertson Van Sales

www.ChristopherLavisJones.com
Photography & Web Design

• Website design and hosting
• Photography and design services for your business
• Based in Oban and able to work on location

Let us do the techie work for you while you 
get on with the running of your business

Phone Chris on: 07968 791542
Email: contact@christopherlavisjones.com

Opening Hours:
Mon – Fri: 09:30 –16:30
Wed – 09:30 – 13:00
Sat – 10:00 – 15:00
Main St, Taynuilt

Taynuilt Toys specialises in 
good quality toys and gifts for 
children from birth to 10 years.

www.taynuilttoys.co.uk
01866 822 111

Taynuilt Toys

D Randle 
Plastering Services
Tel: 01631 570303
Mob: 07780598191
Email: drandle@live.co.uk

Free Quotes
Reliable & Friendly 
Service

No job too small

5 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll PA34 4AZ
01631 562 643

mail@raclement.co.uk

visit our website www.raclement.co.uk
Your initial consultation is free so contact us today.

Dennis and Tony Hardley 
Photography

Est 1974

Landscape/Commercial/Interiors/
Food/Properties/Canvas prints

www.scotphoto.com
dennis.hardley@btinternet.com

01631 720434 

To advertise your business in the next Top of the Trade 
feature please telephone Kirsti on 01631 568000

West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET
4 Bedroom Flat

in Oban Town Centre
Fully furnished

with breath taking 
sea views
£600 pcm 

Tel: 07747035559
Email: ron746@

hotmail.com

ARGYLL OTTER FERRY
2 and 3 bed bungalows 

available on long let
Spacious sitting/dining areas with beautiful views 

overlooking Loch Fyne.

Wood burning stoves. Tighnabruaich 12 miles, Dunoon 
24miles. Refs. Ess.. £370pcm and £450 pcm

01700 821 220 

Established UK holiday company; 

TO LET

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

33 High Street  Fort William  PH33 6DJ

Offices also at: Inverness  Perth  Eastern England  London

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

Airds Lodge, Port Appin, 
Argyll

One Bedroom Cottage
Recently Renovated
to a high standard

For more information please telephone 01397 702433
Or email graeme.ferguson@bidwells.co.uk

TO RENT
Dalmally

Secluded 4 bedroom 
detached family house 
with large garden,  2 

reception rooms, semi 
furnished, c/h, d/g .  

£550 p.c.m. 
plus utilities,  

ref req. 
Telephone 

01838 200218

FLAT TO LET
1 BED, 

CENTRAL OBAN 
FLAT.

Double Glazing, Gas 
Central Heating
Fully Furnished
Please call 

0770 448 7856

TWO BEDROOM 
HOUSE TO LET 

IN TARBERT
Fully furnished, double 

glazed and central 
heated, easy maintenance 

back and front garden, 
close to town centre, 
£400pcm plus council 

tax and bills. 

Telephone 
01631 710756.

LARGE 
DETACHED 

HOUSE TO LET
Connel Village
£750 pcm and bills

References required
No DSS or Smokers

Phone 01631 710720
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Fort William
rent, 5 mins from Fort 
William town centre, 

quiet secluded garden 
setting, private parking, 

1 double, 1 single 
bedroom,

£500pcm + 
Council Tax. 
Telephone 

077 4708 1762

HOUSE
TO LET

Near Fort William town 
centre, long let, views 

over Loch Linnhe,
three bedrooms, 

bathroom, living room, 
kitchen/diner. Available 

April 1. £460 pcm. 

Tel 07974 660062.

Stewart Balfour & Sutherland
SOLICITORS & ESTATE AGENTS

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbslaw.co.uk

Tel: 01586 553737 

New on Market LOCHGILPHEAD
Ardindrean, 29 Dun Mor Avenue
This represents a wonderful opportunity to purchase 
a substantial DETACHED BUNGALOW in an 
extremely sought after cul-de-sac location. The 
well-appointed, spacious accommodation has been 
upgraded and finished to a high standard, and 
comprises hallway, sitting room, breakfasting kitchen, 
4 bedrooms, family bathroom and shower room. 
Other benefits include double glazing, calor gas 
central heating, well maintained garden grounds, a 
large garage and restricted loch views. 
Offers over £220,000. 

THE PROPERTY SHOP

TO LETWANTEDFOR SALE

2 BEDROOM FURNISHED 
FIRST FLOOR TO LET 

Central Oban
£500.00 per month with £500 deposit, 

plus Council Tax & Utility bills.
Non Smokers, No Pets or DSS.

References Essential.
 Contact: Stevenson Kennedy, Solicitors, 

Linndhu House, 19 Stevenson Street, Oban.
01631 562317 or linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk



Homes

&
Interiors

WHEN STRONTIAN couple Iain 
Cameron and Louise McAdam 

attended a talk in the village 
from Inverness architect Neil 

Sutherland in November 2005, 
they knew they had found the 
winning formula to create the 

home of their dreams.

Iain, a mechanic with Ardtornish estate and 
Louise, a doctor at a Fort William medical 
practice, were looking to build a new house on 
Blar Dubh croft, Scotstoun, a scenic site on the 
Polloch road overlooking a tributary burn of the 
Strontian River.

Keen to use locally sourced, environmentally 
friendly materials wherever possible, the couple 
also envisaged their new home incorporating 
a renewable energy system, the property 
designed in such a way as to make the most of 
the sun’s natural energy.

They were immediately attracted to Mr 
Sutherland’s ethos of using sustainable local 
design principles in housing projects, and hired 

One big plus for Iain was that he has his own 
sawmill on the estate, which allowed him to 
mill much of the wood needed for the timber-
construction house himself from locally sourced 
large section larch.

The open-plan two-storey house, focused 

frame to create a double height space over the 
living areas and kitchen, has the main living 
and dining areas facing south with large glazed 
windows leading onto raised external decks 
overlooking the adjacent burn. 

A small study is located on the 
stair half landing. A covered porch 
signals the main entrance.

The house, appropriately named 
Larchwood, has much less glass 
space on its north-facing aspect, 
meaning the sun’s natural heat 
and solar panels on the roof make 

the home and the hot water supply.

The timber for the large section 

was sourced in Scotland, while the 
roof and external wall panels are 

manufactured from untreated Scottish softwood 

sheep’s wool and recycled newspaper - and 
sheathed in panelvent to provide a breathing 
wall construction. Externally the walls are clad 
in homegrown European larch with a slate roof. 
Windows and doors were supplied by Nordan.

provided using a wood fuelled Rayburn with 

supplement the hot water supply.

‘The house has been built to make use of all 
the passive solar gain,’ Iain said. ‘On the north-
facing gables there’s the windows are much 
smaller, while a much bigger glass area faces 
south. They are designed in such away to let 
the heat from the sun in, but are very reluctant 
to let it back out again.’

Iain, 50, says the house, which he started 
building in 2007, is ‘90 per cent’ complete and 

He has used local tradespeople throughout and 
has been on site much of the time to help with 
the work. His son James has also been a great 
help.

‘It’s been well worthwhile,’ says Iain, who takes 
a great deal of satisfaction in having milled 
wood for his home-to-be himself.

‘I think a lot of people living in the Highlands are 

then they had to be.’

‘The house 
has been 

built to 
make use 
of all the 
passive

solar gain...’

Iain Cameron in 
his new home

The almost complete 
eco-house at Blar 
Dubh croft, Strontian

Larchwood
has a spacious 
open-plan
design
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• STEELWORK IN HOUSES - Lorn Weld
There is a trend towards having the living space 

with less noise and the elevation provides more light.
The creation of large open living areas can be 

achieved easily with the use of steel beams. There 
are many different shapes and sizes to suit all 
designs. 
Steel beams can also be used in the framework to 

support large glass panels at the front of a house to 
enable you to enjoy some of the most spectacular 
views in the world. This could open onto a veranda 
or platform with a stairway to ground level for easy 
access to the garden of drive.
You can personalise your property with gates, 

railings and balustrades designed to your own 
individual taste, the style is only limited by your 

• Scots’ Business Has the Technology to 
Consign Conventional Central Heating to 
the History Books - Scotframe

How much higher will domestic energy bills go?  
The sky might be the limit, but a Scottish business 
which already manufactures many hundreds of 

builders each year has found a way to drastically 
reduce home energy bills and, possibly, according 
to industry observers, bring an end to conventional 
and often very expensive central heating systems.
Leading timber frame manufacturer, Scotframe 

Timber Engineering of Inverurie which also has 
a factory in Cumbernauld, is the only Scottish 
licensee to manufacture “SupaWall”, a highly 
innovative technology which promises a green 
revolution in domestic heating.
Peter Hall, Scotframe’s Marketing Manager 

said: “This exciting new technology has been 
developed right here in the UK and Scotframe, as 
its only Scottish licensee, has been manufacturing 
it in Inverurie since early 2009. SupaWall is a 
homegrown success story which I believe is every 
bit as good as, and in many respects better than, 
any of the low-carbon, high sustainability products 
developed elsewhere in the UK, in continental 
Europe or North America.”
Scotframe’s construction approach incorporates 

the “SupaWall” closed panel system, in which 
every void in each wall panel of the structure is 
injected with high-performance insulation; this then 
locks together with a patented airtight seal making 

and the roof panels. So effective is it that the need 
for a conventional central heating system can be 
removed.

• Telford Construction
At Telford Construction we pride ourselves on 
customer satisfaction and with our considerable 
experience in all types of construction work in the 

you are in good hands.
From small schemes, like house extensions, to 

major building and civil engineering projects a 

can offer a comprehensive design service to take 
your development from inception to completion.
A progressive contractor with a portfolio of 

blue chip customers, the company is proud of 
its high level of repeat business, demonstrating 
year on year client satisfaction. We welcome the 
challenge of projects ranging from £10k to £1.5m 
and beyond. 
Our highly skilled and multi-trade workforce 

enjoys close working relationships with carefully 
selected sub-contractors.
If you have a project in mind, please feel free to 

contact us for a friendly chat to discuss things. 
 Please browse our website, www.telford-

approach to providing construction solutions for 
all our customers, regardless of project size or 
location.”

• MGM Timber
Part of the James Donaldson Group of 
companies, MGM Timber (Scotland) Ltd was 
established in 1991 and has grown to become 
Scotland’s local independent timber merchant of 
choice. With 12 branches throughout Scotland, 
MGM Timber offers unrivalled service, quality 
and value for money for both trade and retail 
customers.
MGM Oban offers a vast range of high quality 

products: from timber cladding to ceramic tiles; 

the product you require, we can supply it to 
you.
We have an extensive, customer friendly 

showroom where you can see all of our products 
up close: be amazed by the ingenious designs 
in our kitchen displays; view our wide range of 

the exact paint you need with our in-store paint 

you walk through our internal door display.
Once you’ve found what you need, we can 

offer delivery to your door, along with our 

bigger purchases.
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A NIGHT out to celebrate the birth 
of a new baby ended in an ugly brawl 
outside a Fort William hotel, a court 
heard.

Local men Steven Milne and Erol 
Ozen had been in a party of 12 out 
wetting the baby’s head in Fort William 
town centre when they ran into Alastair 
MacPherson outside the Alexandra 
Hotel in the early hours of July 5 last 
year.

Milne, aged 32, of 6 Kincardine 
Place, Fort William, and Ozen, also 
32, of 12 Treig Road, Inverlochy, 
admitted assaulting Mr MacPherson 
by repeatedly punching him on the 
head and body and kicking him to the 
ground to his injury.

Prosecutor Ian Smith said Ozen 
walked up to Mr MacPherson and 

Milne became involved, punching Mr 
MacPherson to the ground.

‘Thereafter both set about kicking 
him while he was down,’ he said. ‘Both 
said the complainer was the one who 
attacked them.’

For Milne, agent Stephen Kennedy 
said Ozen and Milne were close friends 
and there was ‘a background between 
the accused and the complainer’.

but recalled being punched in the face 
by Mr MacPherson. ‘It was at that 
point he reacted,’ Mr Kennedy said. ‘It 
was not premeditated. The complainer 
was giving as good as he got.’

For Ozen, solicitor Hamish Melrose 
said his client, a part time electrician 

who worked in his father’s local pizza 
business, had suffered racial abuse 
from Mr MacPherson, who, he alleged, 
had been one of four men who attacked 
him while out delivering pizzas in 
Claggan 10 years ago. He added: ‘The 
following weekend the complainer 
assaulted my client in the local leisure 
centre in the presence of his wife and 
young children, and was convicted of 
that assault.’ Ozen, he said, ‘has now 
grown up’ and realised he should not 
have reacted the way he did.

Fining the pair £500 each, Sheriff Ian 
Abercrombie refrained from imposing 
a compensation order. He told them: 
‘You should be ashamed of yourselves 
in that you were out celebrating the 
birth of a new child and that this kind 
of thing could happen.’ 

KINLOCHLEVEN High School has scored 
another academic success with news that one 
of its students has won unconditional offers 
from two Scottish universities to study for a 
degree in architecture.

Elspeth Taylor, aged 17, from Kinlochleven, 
has been accepted for Dundee and Edinburgh 
universities and on Friday took down a 
portfolio of work to Glasgow School of Art 
for an interview there.

Emma told The Oban Times: ‘I had known 
for a while that I wanted to study architecture 
so when it came to applying for university I 
found it easy to select my course choices.

‘Soon after submitting my application 
I had a reply from Edinburgh. It was an 
unconditional offer. I was so pleased about 
the offer, but Edinburgh was the easiest of 
the three unis to get an offer from. 

‘For Dundee I had to prepare a large 
portfolio of artwork. I also had to attend an 
interview. 

‘The prospect of an interview was daunting 
but it went really well and I enjoyed it. I also 
recently received my interview date for The 
Glasgow School of Art. 

Hopefully the interview will go as well as 
it did at Dundee, but I need to wait and see.’

A FORT William man 
accused of driving while 

on the B863 at Kinlochleven 
has been ordered to appear 
again at Fort William Sheriff 
Court.

Raymond Aitchison, aged 
27, of 4 Campbell Court, is 
accused of being over the 
drink-drive limit on February 
13. Mr Aitchison faces a 
second charge of failing to 
identify himself as the driver 
of the car to police. He made 
no plea or declaration and 
the case was continued until 
March 4.

AN ENGLISHMAN who 
crashed through a roundabout 
on the A82 at Ballachulish 
was later found to be almost 
three times the drink-drive 
limit.

stopped David Hawthorne, of 
3 Pembury Mews, Brompton 
on Swale, Richmond, after 
they spotted him driving 
his badly damaged car very 
slowly with the hazard lights 

Glencoe on January 23.
Hawthorne, aged 46, was 

unsteady on his feet and was 
slurring his speech before 

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard.

He was found to have 
101mcg of alcohol per 
100ml of breath, the legal 
limit being 35. Debris from 
Hawthorne’s car was later 
found at the roundabout. 

Sheriff Ian Abercrombie 

banned him from driving for 
two years.

THREE students from the 
BA Adventure Tourism 
Management degree at 
Lochaber College UHI 
recently attended the Equal 
Adventure Conference 2010 
at the Royal Geographical 
Society in London.

Chris Glebocki, Kevin 
Smith and Gerry Crabbe 
returned to Lochaber 
enthused by the inspirational 
and motivational event, 
which centred on making 
outdoor activities accessible 
to people of all abilities, 
whether able-bodied or 
disabled.

Third-year student Gerry 
Crabbe said: ‘The conference 
opened up my eyes in terms 
of possibilities for inclusion 
for the adventure industry, 
not only in Lochaber, but also 
in the wider geographical 
sense. It has motivated me to 
aim high and always strive 
for the best.’

Conference speakers 
included world record breaker 
and 11 times paralympic 
gold medal winner Tanni 
Grey-Thomson.

THE BICYCLE champion cyclist 
Jason MacIntyre was riding when 
he was involved in the road accident 
which led to his death is to be produced 
in court as evidence at a fatal accident 
inquiry next month.

A preliminary hearing at Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard the machine would 
be the main exhibit for the case, which 
begins on March 1 and is likely to last 
for three days.

Mr MacIntyre, aged 33, died following 
a collision with a Highland Council 
van at Carr’s Corner on the A82 north 
of Fort William on January 15 2008. 

The Olympic and Commonwealth 
Games candidate was on a training ride 
heading back into Fort William when 
the accident occurred.

Council worker Robert McTaggart, 
aged 36, of 36 Alma Road, Fort William, 
later pled guilty to careless driving and 
pulling across Mr MacIntyre’s path. He 
received a six-month driving ban and a 

Mr MacIntyre’s family felt many 
aspects surrounding the tragedy were 
not dealt with adequately either at the 
time or during the subsequent court 
case.

Earlier this month Mr MacIntyre’s 
widow Caroline won her campaign 
to have the matter fully investigated 
through a fatal accident inquiry.

Mrs MacIntyre, the mother of the 
couple’s twin 11-year-old girls, will be 
represented by local solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy. David Dewar will act for 
Highland Council.

At last week’s preliminary hearing 
Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said Mr 
MacIntyre’s parents David and Angela 
had appointed their own solicitor. 
Sheriff Douglas Small will preside 
over next week’s proceedings.

Baby blues for 
Fort attack duo

Building for success: Elspeth Taylor is heading for an architectural career.

Drink driver 
banned for 
two years

Accused
ordered back 
to court

Left to right, Kevin Smith, Gerry Crabbe and Chris 
Glebocki, together with Sol Findlay, front, who is also 

studying the subject but had to pull out.

Bicycle to be main exhibit 
at fatal accident inquiry

Students leave conference motivated to 
help everyone enjoy adventure tourism

Elspeth building a bright future

TWO LOCHABER men will 
be sentenced next month for 
stealing a vehicle from a 
local industrial estate.

Michael Gillespie, aged 19, 
of 9 Dumbarton Road, Fort 
William, and Scott Currie, 
20, of 2 Montrose Mansions, 
Corpach, admitted two 
charges of stealing a key to 
a motor vehicle and stealing 
the motor vehicle at the 
Scotland TranServ depot 
at Annat Industrial Estate, 
Corpach on March 8 or 9 
last year. 

The men will be sentenced 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on March 18.

AN INVERLOCHY man took his 
brother’s expensive car while drunk 
and crashed it into a marsh yards from 
his home, a court has heard.

Peter MacLean, aged 29, of 5 
Montrose Avenue, admitted four 
charges of driving away a car from 
Montrose Avenue without the owner’s 
consent, driving on Montrose Avenue 
and Lochy Road while almost three 
times over the legal limit, driving 
without insurance and driving while 
holding only a provisional licence 
while unsupervised on January 3.

Fort William Sheriff Court was told 
the BMW X6 had been left in the care 
of MacLean’s partner by his brother 

while he was on holiday. Prosecutor 
Ian Smith said MacLean was seen to 
be ‘very drunk’ around 9pm. Police 
spotted the car coming towards them 
on Laggan Road and moments later the 
car ended up in marshland close to the 
house.

He said: ‘The accused told police 
he was the man they were looking for 
and that he had taken the car without 
consent.’

Defence agent Hamish Melrose said 
MacLean had fallen out with his partner 
and had stormed out of the house with 
the car keys.

‘He literally drove to the end of the 
road, turned the corner and got stuck 

in the mud. He spent the weekend in 
custody for his pains,’ he said.

Mr Melrose produced a letter in 
support of MacLean from his brother’s 
wife.

‘They have reached an agreement in 
paying the insurance excess of £500,’ 
he said.

MacLean, a digger driver in his 

£1,274 and banned from driving for 
one year. 

Ordering MacLean to attend a drink 
driver’s rehabilitation course, Sheriff 
Ian Abercrombie told him: ‘I hope you 
are thoroughly ashamed of your actions 
on the day in question.’

Men admit 
vehicle theft

Man crashed brother’s car while drunk

AN ARDNAMURCHAN woman is asking 
Oban Times readers for help after her 
beloved cat went missing.

Sue Cheadle, of Croft 4, Lower Sanna, 
Ardnamurchan, has not seen her cat Shelly  
since February 9, when the moggie decided 
to take a nap in a skip in Sanna. 

The skip was then uplifted and its contents, 

including Shelly, pictured left, were taken 

‘She has not been seen since leaving the 
skip at speed when it was opened. She was 
last seen heading in the Treslaig direction,’ 

miss her very much.’ 
Sue can be contacted on 01972 501000.

AROUND 100 people attended an 
open day at Highland Wood Energy’s 
(HWE) new showroom at the Rural 
Complex, Torlundy, on Saturday to 

cutting carbon emissions.
The event, set up by Lochaber 

Environmental Group (LEG) in 
partnership with HWE and the Energy 
Saving Trust, is the latest in a series of 
local initiatives to raise awareness of 
schemes available to households to cut 
heating bills and help the environment 
at the same time. Laurence Dallinger-

Mills runs the Renew project for LEG, 
which advises on small-scale domestic 
renewable energy systems such as 
solar panels, ground and air source heat 
pumps, automated wood pellet boilers, 
micro hydro schemes and small wind 
turbines.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Today is 
all about helping the drive towards 
green energy and to reduce our reliance 
on fossil fuels. If you look at CO2 
emissions, in terms of woodchip versus 

be made.’

the Energy Saving Trust, George Fulford of Highland Wood Energy and 
Laurence Dallinger-Mills of Lochaber Environmental Group join forces to 

promote renewable energy. 10_f09wood01

SEVERAL properties in the Plantation 
were damaged with spray paint 
sometime between 4pm on Wednesday 
February 17 and 9am on Thursday 
February 18.

Anyone with any knowledge of 
these incidents is asked to contact 
Fort William Police Station on 01397 

line on 01397 702000.

Plantation properties damaged with spray paint

Got a story for The Oban Times? Call 
our reporters on 01631 568000.

Households get lowdown on energy efficiency
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A FORT William man who 
brandished a ceremonial 
sword outside his home has 
been shown leniency by a 
sheriff.

Sentence had been deferred 
on Adam Ramsey after he was 
found guilty of possessing 
the weapon outside his home 
at 2 Highland View, Cameron 
Road, on January 3 last year 
without reasonable excuse.

During a three-day trial, 
Ramsey had been accused 
of assaulting a man with the 
sword during the incident, 
but a jury found the case not 
proven.

Favourable background 
reports and two letters in 
support of Ramsey from 
individuals within the 
Shopmobility project in Fort 
William were evidence that 
Ramsey was ‘a respectable 
member of society’, defence 
agent John Slavin told Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

‘Mr Ramsey acknowledges 
that having been found guilty 
of the offence that he has to 
accept the consequences 
of that. This was a one off 
incident,’ said Mr Slavin.

Sheriff Ian Abercrombie 
told Ramsey: ‘It was clear 
from the verdict of the jury 
that you did not come from 
your house armed with a 
ceremonial sword. But the 

were in possession of the 
sword outside your house.

‘This is a very serious 
offence, but after reading the 
reports I believe the interests 
of justice would not be 
served by the imposition of 
a custodial sentence.’

Sheriff Abercrombie 
sentenced Ramsey to 180 
hours’ community service 
and ordered the sword to be 

SCONSER will lose a loyal servant in April 
when the sub-postmistress for the Isle of 
Skye community retires.

from a little tin hut in the village since 1982, 
when she took over from her husband Calum 
following his death the same year.

Mary had already worked alongside Calum 
for more than two decades before that, 
working at the counter and delivering mail. 

presentation for Mary to thank her for 50 
years of loyal service.

after she celebrates her 80th birthday. 
She told The Oban Times: ‘I would like 

to thank my customers very, very much for 
their support over the years. Without them it 
would have closed years ago.

‘The loyal ones are very sad that I’m 
giving up, but it’s about time I retired and 
put my feet up. I’m too old to be doing this 

- I’m well past my sell-by date!’ She added: 
‘Sconser is such a small village, yet when 
I did this years ago it was a very busy post 

one or two people interested in taking in 

would be temporarily closing the Sconser 

for any inconvenience and ensuring them 
that ‘every effort’ is being made to resume 
services in Sconser.

Field change advisor Kenny Lamont said: 

our customers in the local community is of 
paramount importance and we continue to 

the area as soon as possible.’
The nearest alternative branches are 

at Broadford, Portree and Carbost, all 
approximately 13 miles from Sconser.

A LOCHALSH woman is 
issuing an appeal to Oban
Times readers to help her 
identify one of her mother’s 
treasured possessions.

Carol Mackay from 
Fasgro, Drumbuie, near 
Kyle, lost her mum Janet 
MacLean in December and 
was clearing out the house 
in the neighbouring village 
of Duirinish when she came 
across a large black and white 
photograph in a drawer.

It depicts a coastal township 

HIGHLAND councillors’ 
communications to 
constituents will be less 
colourful in future after the 
latest round of budget cuts. 

Colour printer cartridges 
from members’ IT supplies 
are to be phased out and 
replaced with black ink 
cartridges only as the council 
seeks to plug a £60 million 

Councillors also agreed 
to cut their travel, catering, 
councillor surgeries’ and 
accommodation costs.

The belt-tightening will see 
£233,000 trimmed from the 
members budget over three 
years to 2012.

Measures include: 
car sharing, greater 

use of public transport 
and cycling to and from 
meetings.

greater use of 
video, tele-conferencing 
and web-casting to reduce 
the need to travel to distant 
meetings.

£9,000 savings per 
year on catering at main 

HIGHLAND Hospice has 
received a funding boost 
from Jans Mica, Skye’s 
largest DIY and hardware 
retailer, with a cheque for 
£1,000.

The funds were raised at a 
charity open day held in the 

supplemented by cash placed 
in the shop’s wishing well.

Pupils from Portree 
Primary School and Portree 
High School provided 
entertainment at the open 
day.

FARMERS and landowners are being 
urged to work together to develop a 
network of small-scale wind power 
developments across the Highlands.

Energy4All, a social enterprise set 
up to develop co-operative ownership 
of renewable power generation, has 
sent out hundreds of questionnaires 
to members of co-operative farming 
group HBS Ring detailing the plan.

The organisation envisages a network 
of small developments typically 
comprising one to three turbines each, 
with infrastructure and planning costs 
shared to save money and development 
costs part-funded through a share 
issue to members of communities 
surrounding the proposed schemes.

Energy4All Ltd helped set up a similar 

scheme for the Millennium Wind Farm 
at Glen Moriston in September 2008.

 A co-operative involving the 
communities of Invergarry, 
Invermoriston and Fort Augustus 
was set up to buy a share in the 
wind farm and local people invested 
£1.3million, buying shares of between 
£250 and £20,000 each to earn an 
annual dividend from sales of green 
power. Such community ownership, 
Energy4All says, is a common feature 
of energy generation in Scandinavia - 
but remains relatively undeveloped in 
Scotland.

The group is also keen to break the 
current cycle of commercial developers 
building huge wind farms which offer 
very little income to the local economy.  

Energy4All says results of the study 
will be available in April and could 

landowners and communities.
Managing director of HBS Ring 

Alan McLean said: ‘Since 1989 we’ve 
been providing our members with co-
operative solutions to purchasing and 
sharing machinery, feedstuffs, seed and 
a host of other common needs where 
operating jointly makes sense. It strikes 
us that energy generation through wind 
turbines could prove a popular new 

will test just that.’
Co-operative Development Scotland 

and Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
are joint funding the study. 

AN ENHANCED online 
system enabling people to 
submit planning applications, 
appeals against decisions and 
track progress of proposals 
in the Highlands went live 
on Tuesday after months of 
preparation.

Under the ePlanning 
initiative, applications are 
processed electronically by 
a team of seven staff based 
at the council’s electronic 
processing centre in 
Inverness.

Applicants and agents 
can still submit planning 
applications by post, but 
an increasing number of 
applicants are using the 
online facility, which is 
already proving fast and 

Highland Council is one of 
a number of local authorities 
taking part in a Scottish 
Government initiative aimed 
at making the planning 
system simpler and faster 
to provide a consistent level 
of service throughout the 
country.

ePlanning provides 
applications or appeals 
to be made online; more 
planning information on 
applications as they progress 
and the ability to consult 
electronically with statutory 
consultees.

Planning, environment 
and development committee 
chairman Ian Ross welcomed 
the new service. He said: 
‘In a rural area, such as the 

be all the more apparent. 
Customers can submit online 
planning applications using 
the new web access. Maps, 
plans and other associated 
documents can be attached. 
Planning fees can also be 
made online using a credit or 
debit card.’

Scanned and validated 
applications will be available 
to view on the council’s web 
site http://wam.highland.
gov.uk/wam/. 

somewhere in Highlands and 
Islands comprising some 12 
houses, some in a state of 
ruination.

Clues in the picture suggest 
the season was summer and 
that the picture was possibly 
taken some time in the 
1950s.

Hay stooks on the in-bye 

land suggest mid-summer, 
while an old car in the left 
foreground are redolent of 
the 1950s.

Location
Carol has so far failed to 

identify the location of the 
idyllic scene from a bygone 
age, and would like to 
know why the picture of the 

township was so important 
to her mother. ‘It must have 
meant something to her, the 
way she kept it,’ Carol told 
The Oban Times.

‘We were just curious 
to know where it is or if 
anybody knows anything 
about it. 

‘There is nothing written 
on the back, so we have 
nothing to go on at all. It 
would be good to know what 
the village in the photograph 
looks like today.’

Highland township  
photo mystery 

Hospice
cash boost

Work together on 
small wind farms 

Sword man 
shown
leniency by 
sheriff

committee meetings at 
headquarters.

provision of 
members’ catering at council 
headquarters to be put out to 
tender. 

ceasing to provide 
tea and coffee for meetings 
that last less than two hours.

Members futher agreed 
not to include the use of 
photographs in newspaper 
adverts promoting members’ 
surgeries - which will reduce 
the cost of advertising by 14 
per cent - and to make greater 
use of the council’s website 
to promote meetings.

Resources committee chair 
Carolyn Wilson said: ‘The 
council has got to make £60 
million savings over the next 
three years and members 
are acutely aware of the part 
that they have to play in 

‘I look forward to future 
proposals coming to 
the council’s resources 
committee on how we can 

savings on travel.’

It’s all black and                  
white as council       
budget cuts bite

servant retires 50 years on

‘I would like to thank my customers very, very 
much for their support over the years. Without 
them it would have closed years ago.’

Enhanced
online
planning
system
goes live

Newsdesk
01631
568000

Sub-postmistress Mary with loyal customers Brian Foskett and John Burton. 

THE NEW chairman of the 
Mid Highland Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) 
committee has emphasised 
the importance of working 
with local communities.

Okain McLennan takes 
up his post as a member of 
the Standards Commission 
of Scotland and board 
member of HITRANS, a 
non-executive member of 
the NHS Highland Board 
and chair of the control of 
infection committee, the 
audit committee and the 
formulary committee.

He said: ‘We face a number 
of challenges, in common 
with the rest of NHS
Highland, and I look forward 
to helping our organisation 
meet these challenges whilst 
continuing to deliver quality 
care to every person. It is 
critical we communicate and 
work effectively with our 
communities on the changes
ahead in shifting the balance 
of care nearer to home. I 

New chairman: Okain 
MacDonald.

look forward to meeting all 
involved over the next few 
months.’

Mid Highland CHP general 
manager Gill McVicar 
welcomed Mr MacDonald 
to the role ‘at a particularly 
challenging time’. 

She said: ‘I am sure that 
he will use his considerable 
skills and talents to ensure 
that the CHP delivers on its 
responsibilities.’ 

Mrs McVicar thanked 
outgoing chair Ann 
Bethune for her support and 
encouragement during her 
time as chair.

CONTINUED sub-zero 
temperatures in the West 
Highlands’ freezing winter 
has prompted Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) to 
ask visitors to the outdoors 
to be sensitive to the plight 
of wildlife and birds. 

Frozen conditions means 
wild birds, particularly 
those species relying on 
wet habitats such as ducks, 
geese and shore waders, will 

SNH senior ornithological 
adviser Dr Andy Douse asks 
people to avoid scaring the 
birds because the energy 

the difference between life 
and death’.

New CHP 
chairman
welcomed

SNH winter 
bird appeal
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Falls of Lora Hotel
Connel, by Oban    

Tel: 01631 710 483

Telephone to arrange an interview

FLIT SELF DRIVE
Experienced Motor 
Mechanic Required

Full time
Apply in writing to 
William Bonniewell, 
Flit Self Drive, 
Glencruittten Road, 
Oban, PA34 4DN

Marine Farming Career Opportunities 
Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of 
premium quality Scottish salmon. We are trusted to supply 
Britain’s most demanding retailers and need exceptional 
staff to build our business within Argyll.

Marine Husbandryman (Feed Specialist)
Argyll / Mull

It is anticipated that you will have a wealth of “hands 
on” aquaculture experience and be passionate about 
feed management. You will have a clear vision on what 
is required to deliver efficient conversion rates and an 
excellent track record to prove it. Above all, you will set 
high standards, want to progress to a senior position and 
be willing to improve your career through taking initiative, 
influencing others and seizing training opportunities. This 
is a salaried position, with additional weekend payments, 
bonus scheme and occupational health support. 
Relocation assistance will be offered.

Trainee Fish Farmer 
Argyll / Mull 

No previous experience required but you must have high 
standard of workmanship, be enthusiastic, practical and 
willing to take on new challenges; acquiring new skills to 
meet these.  Salary and conditions will be commensurate 
with the existing pay structure after a satisfactory   probation 
and 6 month review. 

All applicants are required to have a full, 
clean drivers licence. 

If you would like to know more and to request an 
application pack, please contact Claire Scott, 

Human Resources on 01786 445521 
or email, claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com

 Closing Date: Friday 12th March 2010 

Islay Reserves and Community Officer
£14,500 - £16,000 pa Island of Islay
Closing date: Noon, 5 March 2010. Interview date: 11 March 2010.

Colonsay Wildlife Information Officer
£14,500 - £16,000 pa Island of Colonsay
Closing date: 19 March 2010. Interview date: W/C 29 March 2010.
We are looking for enthusiastic and dynamic people to work for the RSPB on 
two five month projects on Islay and on Colonsay. This is an exciting opportunity to
promote Islay’s and Colonsay’s amazing wildlife and rich heritage.
Main duties will include enthusing people about the islands through guided walks 
and talks providing information and interpretation about the islands, their wildlife 
and wildlife watching opportunities. If you are a good communicator, are passionate
about wildlife and have the ability to deliver this enthusiasm to visitors, this is the 
post for you. A flexible approach to work is required, as are excellent organisational 
and presentation skills and a sound knowledge of birds and other wildlife.
For further information and an application form, please visit our website.

www.rspb.org.uk/vacancies
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.
England and Wales no. 207076. Scotland no. SC037654.

RGN/RMN required - 
full or part time

At the Lynn of Lorne we believe that 
people should be looked after with the 

utmost dignity and respect and are proud 
of the high standards we achieve through 

a continuing philosophy of developing 
standards and delivering service.

Please contact Brenda on 01631 720278 

on 01852 200366

Assistant Site Manager - Loch Eriboll

Scottish Sea Farms have a vacancy for an assistant site manager.  The successful 
candidate will have over 3 years practical experience and will be able to demonstrate 
competence across a range of farming disciplines including: health and safety 
awareness, fish health assessment, cage and moorings maintenance, feeding 
optimisation and skilled seamanship. You will have the drive to succeed, a well-
developed sense of pride and the ability to inspire others. Gifted communication skills 
are essential, as is a proactive ability to guide correct decision-making. You will be 
enthusiastic, honest and transparent in approach.

This position is salaried with a 1:3 weekend working demand. The successful candidate 
will see this as a key step to career development within SSF and should be open to 
training investment. 

A clean driving license is compulsory. Salary and conditions will be in the region of 
18K-20K + overtime.

Some assistance may be available in relocating to the area if applicable.

In addition, Scottish Sea Farms operates a generous bonus incentive scheme and a 
leading occupational health programme.

If you would like to know more please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 
or email Claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com to obtain an application pack.

 Closing Date: Friday 12th March 2010 

GRADUATE PLACEMENT PROGRAMME
We are looking for 3 Graduates to join successful businesses in the Highlands.  

12 month contracts which could lead to full time positions. Salary range: £15 - £17,000

LOCHABER
Sales and Marketing Graduate to work for a lively Outdoor Activity Provider 

Engineering Graduate to work for a medium sized engineering company

WESTER ROSS 
(could be based in Benderloch, by Oban)

eMarketing Graduate to join an independent luxury hotel business in Wester Ross 

Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd is one of the leading aquaculture 
companies in Scotland. We now currently have a vacancy for 
a Yardman at our Stronachullin site in the Lower Loch Fyne 
area of our South Production Region in Argyll.

Yardman – (Ref: SRYMAN10)

The candidate will be enthusiastic; self-motivated and will be 
able to work under their own initiative as well as working within 
a small team. The candidate should have a flexible attitude to 
their role; main duties are to assist with the day-to-day operations 
of the servicing of the yard area but maybe required to work at 
other shore bases. The successful candidate will also be required 
to assist with the husbandry duties as and when necessary at 
marine sites within the South Region and will be required too 
participate in the existing weekend rota for these sea-sites.
It is essential that the candidate is an experienced telescopic 
handler forklift driver with relevant certificates and be able to 
undertake any required training. A full, clean driver’s licence 
is also a prerequisite for this position.
Other relevant training will be given to the successful 
candidate to allow them to develop within this role. 
In return, the company will offer a comprehensive pay and 
benefits package.

Senior Marine Operative – (Ref: QP/SMO(2)

(Salary grading range – 
depending on experience - £21,000 - £24,000)

The ideal candidate will already be experienced in fish 
husbandry and have the capability to lead a small team in the 
day-to-day operations at our marine site at Ardcastle in the 
Upper Loch Fyne area. This position would suit someone who 
is self-motivated, have good communication skills and be able to 
demonstrate prior experience in working within a small, focused 
team in a constantly changing and challenging environment. 
Where previous aquaculture and boat handling experience 
is a must for this post, the company can also offer further 
development opportunities.
Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday to Friday, 
with weekend working required on rota basis. Overtime is paid 
at an enhanced rate.  
In return, the company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits 
package including entry into the Company pension scheme 
after the qualifying period.
To apply and receive a Job description and application form, 

please contact  

HR Department, Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd. Ardkinglas 

Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH. Tel: 01499 600 415 

or e-mail cairndowhr@lighthousecaledonia.com

Closing date for applicants: 5pm on Friday 5 March 2010

Visit our website at www.lighthousecaledonia.com

Closing date 12th March 2010. 
To apply visit our website

Catering Assistant (2 Posts)
£6.92 per hour
Oban Primary Campus, Term time, 20hrs per week  Oban Ref: OSF20582
Dalmally Primary School, Term time, 10hrs per week  

Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: OSF20573/R

Cleaner
£6.32 per hour Oban Ref: OSF20288
Oban High School, Term time, 
15hrs or 10hrs per week

 01546 604625

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

Freshwater Farm Manager
Basic Remuneration Package £30k - £35k

Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd is the largest Aquaculture Company 
operating in Scotland.  Our Marine and Freshwater farms are located 
throughout the West Coast and Outer Isles.

motivated individual to undertake the role of Farm Manager at our newest 
and largest freshwater farm, Loch Lochy, nr Fort William.
The role will report to the Freshwater Lochs Manager and will be fully 
involved in the development of the new farm site & facilities.  In time, 
Loch Lochy is expected to produce in excess of 5 million smolts.
The successful candidate, who must be a strong team player, will possess 

interpersonal, communication, organisational and planning skills as well 
as the ability to problem solve, motivate and achieve results through the 
success of others are some of the attributes required for this post.  
Candidates must possess excellent computer skills, particularly in Microsoft 
Excel and Word.  In addition, applicants should have a full driving licence 
and should be prepared to undertake travel as required.

salary package, plus bonus scheme, and the opportunity to develop 
their management career within a global company at the forefront of the 
Scottish Salmon Farming Industry.  Assistance with relocation will also 
be available, if required.
If you feel you have the necessary skills to respond to this role, please 
submit an application in writing with details of relevant experience, no later 
than Thursday 18th March 2010 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources 
Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.
Informal enquires can be addressed to Gideon Pringle, Freshwater Manager, 

Fort William, PH33 7PT.  Mobile 07747 487232  e-mail gideon.pringle@
marineharvest.com

Tha a’ Chomhairle a’ sireadh tuilleadh luchd-obrach is tuilleadh bhall, mar a leanas.  
Bidh feum air cead-dràibhidh anns na dreuchdan.

Neach-taice Reice is Margaidheachd (£24,741-£31,761)
Bidh an t-obraiche seo an sàs ann an raon malairt leabhraichean.

Ceannard Litreachais is Foillseachaidh (£32,763-£38,781)
Bidh riaghladh obair maoineachaidh, deasachaidh is taice eile do sgrìobhadairean is 
do dh’fhoillsichearan an urra ris an obraiche seo.

Thathar a’ sùileachadh gum bi an dà obair seo a’ tòiseachadh sa Ghiblean 2010.

Stiùiriche Ainmichte (£39,651-£55,965)
Bidh an t-obraiche seo an urra ri ro-innleachd na Comhairle a chur an gnìomh, 
an obair a stiùireadh san fharsaingeachd is a’ Chomhairle a riochdachadh an lùib 
bhuidhnean maoineachaidh is eile.  Bithear a’ sùileachadh gum bi e/i ag obair còmhla 
ris an Stiùiriche a th’ ann airson ùine is a’ gabhail thairis na dreuchd air an ath 
bhliadhna ionmhasail.

Buill Ùra dhan Chomhairle
Bidh dleastanas air na buill stiùireadh is taic a thoirt dhan luchd-obrach, coinneamhan 
na Comhairle a fhrithealadh is dearbhadh gu bheil a’ Chomhairle a’ leantainn 
a h-amasan. Bidh iad san dreuchd trì bliadhna sa chiad dol-a-mach, is bithear 
a’ sùileachadh gum bi iad aig coinneamh na Comhairle sa Chèitean 2010.

Cathraiche
Tha Cathraiche ga shireadh a stiùireas coinneamhan is a bheir taic shònraichte dhan 
luchd-obrach, a’ tòiseachadh aig coinneamh a’ Chèitein.

Gheibhear tuilleadh fiosrachaidh o oifis Chomhairle nan Leabhraichean le sgrìobhadh 
no fònadh (0141 337 6211) no le fios gu post-dealain: brath@gaelicbooks.net
Feumar tagraidhean airson nan dreuchdan a chur gu Iain MacDhòmhnaill ro 
20.3.2010 agus ainm dithis luchd-taice nan cois.  Feumar fios o mhuinntir a dh’iarradh 
a bhith nam buill fhaighinn ron latha sin cuideachd, le fiosrachadh mun deidhinn fhèin.

Tha Comhairle nan Leabhraichean a’ toirt Co-ionannachd Chothroman Cosnaidh.  
Tha i air a maoineachadh le Comhairle nan Ealain an Alba agus le Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

22 Sràid Achadh a’ Mhansa/Mansfield Street
Glaschu/Glasgow

G11 5QP
Countryside Ranger for Iona,
Staffa & South Mull
Salary Range £19-20,000
F/T 12 month contract

The Mull and Iona Community Trust is now 
expanding its Ranger Service. The successful 
applicant will be overseeing activities on Isle of 
Staffa NNR and the pilgrimage island of Iona, 
both properties of the National Trust for Scotland. 
This one year pilot post offers excellent scope for 
initiative as well as the opportunity to work as part 
of an established team. 

For an application pack, visit  www.mict.co.uk  MICT 
is working in partnership with National Trust for 
Scotland with this post & acknowledges assistance 
from SNH

Applications close 8th March for interviews on the 
18th March.

The Mull & Iona Community Trust is an Equal 
Opportunities Employer. Co. Ltd by Guarantee 
registered in Scotland.  Company Registration No. 
172897 Scottish Charity No. SCO25995

Parts / Store Person
Required in Oban

Part time position, would suit retired person 
with mechanical knowledge

Please contact Iain on 01631 566476

Senior Nursery Practitioners
We require a full time Senior Nursery Practitioner 
who will be responsible for overseeing the pre-
school room and should be qualified to HNC/
SVQ Level 3 or above this post would suit a 
newly qualified teacher.  Hours of work 42.5 
per week, with generous holiday allowance.  
Starting salary of £17,000 per annum.

Level 2 Practitioner
We also have a full time vacancy for an 
experienced Level 2 Practitioner.
Salary dependent upon age and ability.

Applications by e-mail or post in the form of a 
cv to Mrs Ann Burke, Nursery Manager, Oban’s 
1st Steps Day Nursery, Croft Road, Oban, PA34 
5JL or firststeps@tiscali.co.uk

Cleaner
Wanted

Holiday cottage 
in Crinan area 
changeover on 

Saturdays.
Phone 01546 

830134 or e-mail: 
cbindon@doctors.

org.uk

TRACTOR DRIVER
Competent and 

Experienced Tractor 
Driver Required To Carry 
Out Both Construction 
and Agricultural Duties

Part-time Position 
Considered

CONTACT:- 
Donald McLean

Tel:- 01586820217
Mobile:- 07776192321

The Auchindrain Trust
Operations Assistant 

(Catering)
28 hours/£6.50 an hour

Auchindrain is a heritage site on the A83 
six miles south of Inveraray. We are looking 
for another person to join our small, friendly 
and dynamic team, and to help us achieve 
great things.  You will share the work of 
running our site as a visitor attraction, and 
be our catering specialist.

Full details and information on how to apply 
are on our website at http://auchindrain.
org.uk/vacancies.html, or telephone Bob 
Clark on 07770 420999.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, 
may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

10/00036/FULLO

10/00041/LBCLO

10/00043/FULLO

10/00049/FULLO

Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
Regulation 5 - affecting the character 
of a listed building (21 days)

Roy Bridge Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Planning and Development Service
eplanning@Highland1, PO Box 5740, The Highland Council, Inverness IV1 9DH

Development Address

Birchbrae
Onich
Fort William

St Andrew’s
The Parade
Fort William

10 Glenspean Park
Roy Bridge

46 Mossfield Drive
Lochyside
Fort William

Proposal Description

Demolition of existing garage 
and erection of holiday 
cottage (amended design)

Repairs to church roof

Extension to garage

Proposal to form single storey 
house extension

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A85 AIRDS BAY
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined that
their proposal to improve a 1.248 kilometres or thereby section of the A85
Tyndrum – Oban Trunk Road at Airds Bay just west of Taynuilt is–
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC

on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council
Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council;

(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) of
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive
but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the
Directive it should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment
in accordance with the Directive, and accordingly the project does not
require the publication of an Environmental Statement.

D M C MACNEILL
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Trunk Roads Network Management
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
18th February 2010

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
SINGLE MOORING – SAMALAMAN BAY

Notice is hereby given that John Sutherland Payne has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government under section 
34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by section 36 of 
the Merchant Shipping Act 1988 to install a single mooring at the 
following location in Samalaman Bay:

Description Latitude Longitude
Mooring 56 49.980N 05 49.800W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Glen 

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 
Branch, Area 2G North Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ within 
28 days of the date of this notice quoting reference:
2SPC\2\5\402
Mr D S Payne
361 Cromwell Tower
London
EC2Y 8NB

Oban & Lorn Youth
 Pipe Band Association

A.G.M.
Oban High School Pipe Band

Monday 8th March 7pm
Oban High School, Assembly Hall
All players, parents and interested

 parties welcome.
www.ohspipeband.org.uk 

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at 67/69 Chalmers Street,Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, the location details below between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
clicking on Online Planning Applications.
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services 67/69 Chalmers 
Street,Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 18/03/2010

•Ref No: 10/00263/PP
Applicant: Mr Antony Wills
Proposal: Erection of a Bonded Warehouse including associated security fence, hardstanding and access improvements
Site Address: Land North East Of Conisby, Bruichladdich, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute, PA49 7UN
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

•Ref No: 09/01549/PP
Applicant: Mr Kevin Sutherland
Proposal: Alterations to existing access and formation of new entrance at eastern end of property.
Site Address: Tigh-an-Athaoil , C17 Through Port Ellen From A846 Junction To U26 Kilnaughton Road Junction, Port
Ellen, Isle Of Islay, Argyll And Bute, PA42 7AH
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, the location details below between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services Lorn House Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AR by the 18/03/2010

•Ref No: 09/01512/PP
Applicant: C Woodcock
Proposal: Erection of 1no dwelling house, installation of a septic tank and soakaway
Site Address: Glenforsa, Aros, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute, PA72 6JN 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Aros Isle of Mull

•Ref No: 09/01817/PP
Applicant: Mr Cameron MacLean
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land West of The Lianag, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute PA75 6QA
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00216/PPP
Applicant: Colin E Hodge
Proposal: Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse as previously approved under outline planning permission 
reference 05/00515/OUT.
Site Address: Site South East Of Glencruitten House, Glencruitten Wood, Oban, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00218/PPP
Applicant: Mrs Diane Gibson
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Garden Ground of Ryvoan, Benderloch, Oban, Argyll and Bute PA37 1QS
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00225/PP
Applicant: Mr Pete Dugdale
Proposal: Erection of conservatory to the southeast of dwellinghouse (retrospective)
Site Address: Arldale, 6 Western Road, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute PA75 6RA
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00230/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Peter Stanhope
Proposal: Erection of timber chalet for holiday letting purposes
Site Address: Pier House, Ardmor Road, Salen, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute PA72 6JL
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen

•Ref No: 10/00251/PP
Applicant: J R Morgan
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwellinghouse and installation of bio-disc treatment plant unit
Site Address: Land North East Of Craig Rowan, Pennyghael, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute, PA70 6HB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither 
will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

COUNCILLORS SURGERY
Councillors Mary-Jean Devon and Roddy McCuish (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles) will be holding a surgery in 
the Island Café, Isle of Coll on Wednesday 3rd March from 4.00pm – 5.00pm. No appointments necessary.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

PUBLIC MEETINGS
LOCH ETIVE INTEGRATED COASTAL ZONE 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT 
Argyll and Bute Council have restarted a project to develop an Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Plan 
for Loch Etive which will provide guidance on the future use and development of this important coastal area. 
The proposed project area includes all of Loch Etive extending west of the Connel narrows to include Ardmucknish 
Bay and Dunstaffnage Bay.
The following meetings are open to all, but in particular those who live adjacent to, or work on Loch Etive.  

Date for meetings
Wednesday, 3 March 2010 from 19.00-21.30 – Taynuilt Village Hall
Recreation/Tourism & Litter
Tuesday, 30 March 2010 from 19.00-21.30 – Connel Village Hall
Natural Heritage, Historic Interests & Water Quality
Tuesday, 20 April 2010 from 19.00-21.30 – Connel Village Hall
Aquaculture, Fishing, Commercial Marine Traffic & Marine Infrastructure

Further information on the ICZM project and minutes from previous Loch Etive meetings can be accessed from the 
Marine and Coastal Development Unit web pages on the Argyll and Bute Council website (www.argyll-bute.gov.uk).
Enquires to Mark Steward, Marine and Coastal Development Unit, Argyll and Bute Council, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban PA34 4AR - T: 01631 567972 email:  mark.steward@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1150

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
A MacDonald, Drummore Road, Oban & A Gillies, Nursery Cottages, Ford

The following decrofting 
Direction has been granted:
Part Croft
Penmore Mill, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
Direction dated 22 February 
2010 granted to John Duncan 
Morrison.  Area ext to 0.175 ha.
Conditions:  The land is used 
for a house site. Complete 
enclosure of the site with a 
stockproof fence or barrier 
within 4 months of completion 
of the proposed development.
Case Number: 4.86.20847
The granting of this Direction 
may be appealed to the 
Scottish Land Court, within 
42 days from the date of this 
advert.  Information on how to 
appeal is available from the 
Crofters Commission.

APPLICATION TO 
CREATE A NEW CROFT

David Melville, owner of 
Beinn Deas, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban is applying to 
create a new croft.

If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 15 March 
2010 quoting 5.01.22326.  
Please specify your 
interest in the application 
and your reasons for 
objecting.  A copy of any 
representations made 
will be forwarded to the 
applicant.

Proposed Division of 
a Croft Tenancy

Ian Campbell is applying to 
divide the croft at Brolas 
- Muckairn and Ardchattan 
into 2 new crofts.

If you have any objections to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 25th March 2010 
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:
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NEWS that Scotland’s farm-
ers affected by the recent 
severe winter weather will 
receive a £3million pack-
age of aid has been warmly 
welcomed.

The announcement from 
Rural Affairs Secretary 
Richard Lochhead includes 
£3 million to off-set 
additional costs to farmers 
forced to move livestock 

following the collapse of 
buildings during the recent 
severe weather; £250,000 
to educate schoolchildren 
across Scotland on the link 
between farming and the 
food on their plates; more 
than £1.4 million for land 
based skills development 
and training, and almost 

development programme 

to boost the £12 million 
raspberry industry.

SRDP brought forward
In addition, £15 million 

will be brought forward 
from the Scotland Rural 
Development Programme 
business development 
budget to allow more 
farmers to invest in their 
farms now.

Highlands and Islands 

Conservative MSP Jamie 
McGrigor, himself an 
Argyll hill farmer, said: 
‘This has been the hardest 
winter for around three 
decades and has been 

livestock farmers who have 
had to use extra feeding and 
extra fuel in order to keep 
their animals alive and in 
reasonable condition. 

‘This extra support for 
people who have suffered 
most will be helpful and is 
to be welcomed. 

‘Although it will not 
cover the extra money for 
feeding and fuel it will be 
of some assistance to hard-
pressed farming businesses 
who have suffered building 
collapse due to the weight 
of snow.’

UNITED Auctions sold 822 store 
cattle at their annual Aberfeldy 
Show and Sale, sponsored by 
Starlyne Animal Feeds, at Stir-
ling last Friday.

Bullocks averaged 181.6p 
and sold to 274.1p per kg and 
£1,250 for a 456kg Limousin 
cross from Newton of Logierait 
while heifers averaged 177.2p 
and sold to 220.4p per kg for 
a 490kg  Limousin cross from 
Monzie and £1,130 for a 562kg 
Limousin cross from Stanley.
Champion
John Robertson, Newton of Lo-
gierait , 456kg, £1250
Reserve Champion
Ballechin Farms, 522kg, £1050
Champion Pen of 4
J Robertson, Newton of Logier-
ait, 440kg £960
Single Stot
1st John Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait, 456kg, £1250
2nd John Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait, 426kg, £930
Single Heifer
1st Ballechin Farms £1050
2nd Monzie Farms £1080
Pen of 4 stots
1st John Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait, 440kg, £960
2nd Ballechin Farms 495kg, 
£950
Pen of 4 Heifers
1st Monzie Farms, 539kg, 
£1020
2nd John Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait £920

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks
201-250kg – Coilach, Muir of Ord, 
£445, 183.1p; 
251-300kg – Dunmaglass Mains, 
£660, 223.7p; 
301-350kg – 283 Torboll, Dornoch, 
£700, 212.1p; 
351-400kg – Lochdhu, Nairn, £830, 
Balliefurth, Grantown on Spey, 
209.5p;
401-450kg – Balliefurth, £830, Little 
Croy Farm, Croy, 195.1p; 
451-500kg – 6 Balnabeen, Conon 
Bridge, £960, 193.9p; 
501-550kg – Wester Moy, £1,040, 
189.1p;
551-600kg – Wester Moy, £950, 
171.2p;
601-650kg – Galcantray Farm, £1,010, 
159.1p;
over 650kg – Kindeace, Alness, 
£1,050, Galcantray Farm, 157p. 
Heifers
201-250kg – Tongue Mains Farm, 

Tongue, £490, 196p; 
251-300kg – West Syall, Ardgay, 
£580, Dunmaglass Mains, 198.5p; 
301-350kg – Lochdhu, £715, 207.3p; 
351-400kg – Balmacaan, Drumnadro-
chit, £700, 182.8p; 
401-450kg – 6 Balnabeen, £840, 
197.7p;
451-500kg – Wester Moy, £890, 
183.5p;
501-550kg – Galcantray Farm, £910, 
Ordmuir, Muir of Ord, 174.8p.

STIRLING
United Auctions 
(Wednesday)
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg Courance £550, 220p; 
251-300kgs- Courance £830, 221.6p; 
301-350kgs  Gateslack £730, 220.5p; 
351-400kgs  Carsloe £795, Dyke 
212.7p;
401-450kgs  High Unthank £860, 
201.4p;
451-500kgs – Farden £925, 191.1p; 
501-550kgs  Holehouse £930, Dyke 
178.6p;

551-600kgs  Holehouse £1000, 
174.8p;
601-650kgs   Holehouse £1080, 
160.2p.
Heifers:                                                                               
Up to 250kg  Courance £465, Balcor-
rach 199p; 
251-300kg Hartwood £590, 203.9p; 
301-350kgs   Courance £690, 
227.7p;
351-400kgs  Bogside £730, 191.1p; 
401-450kgs  East Shawtonhill £850, 
210.4p;
451-500kgs  Beechwood £895, Carsloe 
190.8p;
501-550kgs  Farden £870, Castlehill 
169.3p;
551-600kgs  Hareshawhill £885, 
151.4p.
Forward cattle:
Glenroy (Lim) £975, 152.8p; South 
Brownhill (BDA) £925, 154.2p; Egg-
erness (Sim) £875, 139.3p; Killergruer 
(HF) £755, 118.7p; Glenluce (AA) 
£745, 138.5p.
OTM bulls:
Ashprington (Sim) £1295, 134.6p; 
Trench Hall (Cha) £1105,144.1p.
OTM cows:

Grange of Elcho (AA) £825, Kip-
peroch 120p; Haggmuir (Lim) £815, 
Graystale 125.9p; Kipperoch (Sim) 
£795, 114.9p; Millhouse (Cha) £775, 
108p; Gilston (BB) £755, 112.3p;
Sheep
Hoggs:

Achavoulaig (Scotch Mule) £63.50; 
Dinsinnan (BF) £61; Dalleagles 
Hill (BF) £57; Riverside (BF) £54.

STIRLING
United Auctions 
(Friday)
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg  Boreland £340, 182.8p; 
251-300kgs- Dunalastair £660, Bor-
lick 225p; 
301-350kgs – Loanhead of Duchally 
£735, 216.2p; 
351-400kgs – Mains of Creuchies 
£890, 233p; 
401-450kgs – Newton of Logierait 
£960, 218.8p;

451-500kgs – Newton of Logierait 
£1250, 274.1p; 
501-550kgs – Balnaguard £990, 
188.9p;
551-600kgs – Mid Derry £1080, 
181.2p;
601-650kgs  - Mid Derry £1120, 
177.9p;
651-700kgs – Aberbothrie £1140, 
167.4p;
701kgs + Aberbothrie £1200, Bar-

Heifers:                                                                               
Up to 250kg  Borlick Cott £470, 
193p;
251-300kg- Borlick Cott £595, 210p; 
301-350kgs –  Mains of Creuchies 
£685, Dunalastair 204.2p; 
351-400kgs – The Glebe £760, 
205.4p;
401-450kgs – Stanley £890, Newton 
of Logierait 213.9p; 
451-500kgs –  Monzie  £1080, 
220.4p;
501-550kgs – Ballechin £1050, 
204.7p;
551-600kgs – Stanley £1130, 201.1p; 
601-650kgs – Victoria £1050, 
172.7p.

UNITED Auctions sold 
803 store cattle, 86 cast 
cows and forward cattle 
and 885 store sheep at 
Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 
188.76p (+13.69p) and 
sold to 221.6p per kg for 
a 282kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Courance  
and £1080 for a 674kg 
Charolais cross from 
Holehouse.

Heifers averaged 
178.51p (+7.75p) and 
sold to 227.7p per kg for 
a 303kg  Santa cross from 
Courance and £895 for a 
470kg Charolais cross  
from Beechwood.

Forward cattle averaged 
134.57p and sold to 
154.2p per kg for a Blonde 
D’Aquataine cross from 
South Brownhill and 
£975 for a Limousin 
cross from Glenroy.

Cast cows  averaged 
100.22p and sold to 
125.9p for a Limousin 
cross from Graystale 
and £825 for a Aberdeen 
Angus cross from Grange 
of Elcho.

Suffolk cross hoggs 

£80 with Texels crosses 
from the same home and 
from Braes of Grandtully 
selling to £78.

Mule hoggs from 
Achavoulaig sold to 
£63.50 with Blackface 
hoggs from Dinsinnan to 
£61.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd., sold 88 prime 
cattle 1,329 prime sheep at 
Dingwall last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 
165.7p (-1.0p) and sold to 
181p per kg for a 590kg 
Limousin cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Dingwall, 
and £1,224.60 for a 780kg 
Simmental cross from 
Drummond Farm, Evanton.

Prime heifers averaged 
168.9p (+4.3p) and sold 
to 180p per kg for a 
470kg Limousin cross 
from Bridgend Farm, to 
Fraser Brothers Butchers, 
Dingwall, and £1,136.85 for 
a 715kg Charolais cross from 
Conrock Farm, Rothes.

Old season lambs averaged 
183.8p (-5.5p) and sold to 
197.9p per kg for 39kg Texel 
crosses from Charleston, 
North Kessock, and £90  for 
47kg Beltex crosses from 
Torgorm, Conon Bridge.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd., sold 304 store cat-
tle and 36 Over 30 Month cat-
tle at Dingwall last Wednes-
day when a show of mixed 
quality cattle on offer met a 
strong demand.

Bullocks averaged 179.3p 
and sold to 235.7p per kg 
for a 280kg Limousin cross 
from Dunmaglass Mains, 
Inverness, and £1,060 for 
a 675kg Charolais from 
Galcantray Farm, Cawdor.

Heifers averaged 173.6p 
and sold to 229.2p per kg 
and £1,100 for a pair of 
480kg Belgian Blue crosses 
from Wester Moy, Urray.

Young bulls averaged 
148.6p and sold to 176.6p 
per kg and £415 for a 235kg 
Belgian Blue cross from 
2 Achnagarron, Rogart 
while prime and feeding 
cows averaged 95.8p and 
sold to 121.3p per kg for a 
705kg Limousin cross from 
Rhannich Farm, Edderton, 
and £885 for a 795kg Belgian 
Blue cross from Inverbreakie 
Drive, Invergordon.

OTM bulls sold to 97.9p 
per kg and £945 for a 965kg 
Limousin from 1 Eyre, 
Portree.

THE SCOTTISH Natural 
Heritage (SNH) team on 
Islay has expanded with 
a number of staff starting 
new roles on the island.
    Islay woman Morven Laurie 
has been appointed to manage 
the Islay Goose Management 
Scheme, replacing Margaret 
Morris, who has been pro-
moted to a new job as the 
rural surveyor for Argyll and 
Stirling, providing advice on 

of land management. 
Although covering a 

much wider area than Islay, 
Margaret will still be based in 

Stuart Shaw joined the team 

after working in Kintyre and 
on Rum. His wife, Claire 
McSorley, and their two 
children, aged one and three, 
moved to Islay with him.

Claire already worked for 

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stir-
ling) Ltd had forward 2,809 
sheep comprising 2,208 
prime hoggets plus 601cast 
ewes and tups at Stirling last 
Tuesday.

Prime hoggets averaged 
190.7p per kilo (+5.1p on the 
week) selling to 238.1p per 
kilo for a pen of 40kg Beltex 
hoggets from P McIntosh, 
Strageath, Muthill.

Ewes sold to £108.50 
for Texels from Mrs E 
Robertson, Skeoch Farm to 
average at £63.88 while rams 
sold to £99.50 for Texels 
from W J Mitchell & Sons, 
Blairlinnans to average at 
£79.50.

Market reports

Demand
for cattle at 
Dingwall
maintained

Prime sheep 
trade rises 
at Stirling

Bridgend
bullocks and 
heifers top 
Dingwall
prime sale

Store cattle 
trade shows 
another rise
at Stirling

Newton of 
Logierait
champion at 
‘Aberfeldy’ 
show and sale

£3 million winter aid package is welcomed

SNH as an environmental 

Scotland’s wildlife statistics, 
based in Lochgilphead. She 
is now doing her job from 
Islay.

Morven, from Port Ellen, 
studied at Stirling University 
and has spent the past
four years working for the 
Islay Natural History Trust 
managing the Field Centre
in Port Charlotte. Since 2006 
she has also worked part-
time for SNH as a goose
c o u n t e r .
Commenting on her 
appointment, Morven said: ‘I 
am very happy to be working
for SNH on Islay. Having gone 
to school here and studied 
environmental science
at university, it’s great to 
have the chance to come 
back and work with the
farming community.’

Margaret has worked 

with SNH for 18 years and 
managed the Islay Goose 
Management Scheme for 13 
years before taking on her 
new job. She is currently 
studying hard for her rural 

delighted with her promotion.
She said: ‘I’m really 
grateful to SNH for the 
opportunity for promotion 
and training through higher 

education, so I can carry 
out my new job while 
still being based on Islay.’
Rae McKenzie continues 
to lead the Islay team, 
ably supported by Tracey 
Johnston and Wilma Kelly, 
the local administrators.
SNH area manager Andrew 
Campbell added: ‘I’m 
very pleased to welcome 
Morven, Stuart, Claire and 

Margaret to their new jobs. 
Their combined knowledge 
and experience will further 
strengthen our team on 
Islay. 

‘It will put us in a better 
position to offer advice 
and support to people 
and projects related to the 
natural environment and its 
enjoyment across Islay, Jura 
and Colonsay.’

SNH expands 
Islay geese 
team on island

AN ISLE of Mull hill farmer’s dedica-
tion and commitment to the National 
Farmers Union Scotland (NFUS) over 

-
nised last week when he was presented 
with an award.

Bert Leitch of Lagganulva Farm, 
Isle of Mull was awarded the John 
Miskelly award, which recognises 
outstanding contribution to the 
organisation and both local and 
national level.

Bolt from the blue 
The award was established in 

memory of John Miskelly, who 
served as regional manager with the 

through his dedication and support to 
the farming industry. The award was 
donated by John’s family following 
his death in 2006.

Bert said that the award was like a 
bolt from the blue. He said: ‘I was 
listening to the speakers and I heard 
them talking about a farmer on Mull, 
then about sheep farming and I 
thought ‘I think they are talking about 
me.

‘It was very nice to receive the 
award.’

Bert has farmed throughout Scotland 
– starting in Culross in Fife before 
moving to the west coast and a short 
period in England. But it is on Mull 
that Bert has really made his mark, 
as tenant of a hill farm at Ulva Ferry, 
which he describes as ‘the best place 
in the world’ - but he doesn’t really 
like the rain ‘that comes down in 
sheets’.

NFUS President Jim McLaren, who 
presented the award to Bert Leitch at 
the Union’s AGM in St Andrews said: 
‘Bert Leitch is a fantastic example of 
an ordinary hard-working hill farmer 

who, for much of his life, has been 
prepared to put considerable time 
aside to represent the interests of his 
fellow producers and to promote the 
industry that he is proud to be part 
of.

 ‘He has made a telling contribution 
to the work of NFU Scotland and I am 
delighted to be able to reward such 
dedication with this award. 

 ‘He began working with the 
Union as the chairman of the Mull 
branch before moving into the role 
of chairman of the Argyll and the 
Islands Regional Board. He is now a 
member of the Crofting Highland and 
Islands Committee and has been at 
the forefront of crucial issues such as 
LFASS and LMOs.

Prominent community role 
‘Only last year he was involved 

in activity which saw the Scottish 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, 

visit Mull to discuss the importance 
of the continuation of active farming 
in the area. This kind of activity 

work for the Union and its members.
‘Bert plays a prominent role in his 

community and is involved in the 
Argyll and Bute Agricultural Forum 
as well as being a community council 
representative.

 ‘Quite simply Bert has contributed 
decades of work to NFU Scotland, 
striving to secure a better future for 
his fellow farmers. 

‘It speaks volumes that he was 
nominated not only by those in his 
local area, but by other members 
across the country. 

‘I am delighted to be able to award 

Miskelly award so well.’

Mull farmer 
recognised for 
service to industry
Award came as complete surprise

Bert Leitch, right, of Lagganulva Farm, Mull receives his award from Jim McLaren, NFUS

As well as providing welding 
& fabrication services we 
now sell galvanised cattle 

and sheep feeding and 
handling equipment.

Please call us for a brochure/price 
list or to discuss your requirements.
If it’s not in the brochure we will 
be happy to try and source it for 

you or we can make it

7E Glenshellach Ind Est, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
Tel: 01631 565533 Fax: 01631 566660
E-Mail: info@lorn-weld.co.uk  www.lorn-weld.co.uk

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

C. HODGE 
FENCING

01631 563271
All types of fencing

Our timber is treated 
HC4(Ground Contact) and
sustainably grown to meet 

new grant standards.

Our wire fencing systems are 
Tornado or Sentinel, 

the two most innovative and 
enduring products available.

If it doesn’t last it 
wasn’t worth it.

A A McIntyre 
Poultry

Rhode Rock, Isa Brown, 
Sussex Star, Bluebells, 

White Star, Speckledy, Point of 
Lay Pullets.  Khaki Campbell 

and White Elite ducks.
Also Ross Cobb, d.o., 

and growers.
Poultry housing for 3-50 birds.  

DELIVERY ALL AREAS.
Telephone 01292 591266 
or mobile 07779311149.
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JOHN DEERE 
GATOR

£1695 plus VAT

6 x 4 diesel tipping load bay removable 
cab good working order

Tel: 01880 770232

£2250 o.n.o.

54 reg, MOT July 2010, Taxed Nov 2010, white, 
twin side loading doors, towbar, economical, 

reliable and tidy van

Telephone: 
01397 701567 or 07747 680498

PEUGEOT EXPERT 
HDi VANYACHT FOR SALE

SK700 MICHEAL THE MINITONNER

£3500 o.n.o.

Good reliable racing boat, plenty of sails, 2 berths
Tel: 01631 770240 after 6.00pm 

or 07900 872588

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 500 miles ..................£12,500

09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles ................................£8,150

58 Renault Laguna H/B 2.0 litre, EXP DCi, green, 16,800 miles ......£11,995

58 Renault Clio Exp 1.2 TCE 100 5dr Black 12,000 miles  ................£8,995

08 Renault Modus Exp. 1.2 TCE, beige, 17000 miles .......................£7,750

07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750

07 Renault Megane Expression 1.9DCi Saloon, 22k miles, gold ........£8,250

56 Renault Clio Dyn. 1.4 5dr silver 25,000 miles  ............................£6,595

06 Peugeot 2007 Sport 1.4E, 3 door in blue, 31,000 miles ...............£6,350

06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650

54 Renault Clio exp. 1.4 5dr, green, 32,000 miles ............................£4,850

54 Renault Clio Rush 1.5Dci, 3dr, red, 36,500 miles ........................£4,650

53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82500 miles .............................£3,650

03 Rover 25 Imp, 5dr, green, 28,000 miles ......................................£2,650

02 Rover 25 TD, blue, 31,000 miles ................................................£2,250

52 Vauxhall Vectra LS 1.8, 5dr hatchback, 55k miles, blue ...............£2,650

Y Reg Suzuki Grand Vitara, 1.6 red 49,000 miles .............................£2,750

COMMERCIALS

03 Renault Master SL28 DCI fully insulated with chiller unit  ....£4500 +VAT

X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

 ..........

 ........................

 ..........................

 .........

 ................................£PHONE 

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

DISCOVER EXACTLY WHY SUBARU ARE UNLIKE OTHER CARS
Unlike other cars the unique layout of a boxer engine and permanent Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive affords a safer and more 
dynamic experience. With an impressive range of vehicles such as Impreza with its outstanding sporting pedigree, the versatile 
Forester, the rugged Outback and the executive Legacy, there’s a vehicle to suit your every need.

CALL S & S SERVICES 
TODAY TO ORDER YOUR 
NEW 10 PLATE SUBARU

S&S Services Subaru Tel: 01292 880080/880440  www.sandsservices.co.uk

£2000 o.n.o.

LANDROVER FREELANDER 1999

2000cc, diesel, 
92,000 miles, vgc.

MOT & Taxed.

Telephone: 
01496 300034

MITSUBISHI L200 
WARRIOR

£3500 o.n.o.

Tax and MOT one year, 03 plate

Tel: 07962 107178

HONDA CIVIC 1.6I 
VTEC SE EXECUTIVE

£3500 o.n.o.
2002 (02 reg), 5dr hatchback, Blue, Manual gearbox, Petrol, Alloy wheels, Full black 
leather interior, FSH, 83,000 miles, Excellent condition, Electric everything, Air con, 

Radio / CD, Tax August 2010, MOT July 2010

Tel: 01688 400445£950

1999 RENAULT CLIO GRANDE RN
3 door, red, 1149cc, petrol,

82,500 miles, nice and clean,
Taxed until 05/10, MOT’d until 

01/11. CD player/Radio
Telephone: 

01499 302033 
or 2044.

VAN/BOX TRAILER
4 years old

8ft x 5.5ft x 4ft
Hardly used

Telephone: 
01586 554397

£1350

£4950

MITSUBISHI WARRIOR
Diesel. Manual

53 plate 
Leather seats, cd changer, 

air conditioning.

Telephone: 
07595337172

01770
(Arran) 870339

£4800

2002 TOYOTA RAV4 GX
5 door, 4x4, 2.0 VVTi, 5 
spd, 56k miles, excellent 
cond. Tow bar & electrics, 

sunroof, dog barrier, 
Thule rack & bike mounts, 
rooftop box. Full year MOT.

Telephone: 
01631 565241

or  07777694774

2

£2250 o.n.o.

2000 (X REG) FORD GALAXY 2.3LX PETROL
Mot- Jan ‘11 Taxed-end 

September. 112000 
miles. Service History. 
Fitted with new Karrite 

roof box.

Telephone: 
01681 700776 or 
0781 032 5990

Air suspension, long MOTs, 
excellent condition.

Telephone: 
Angus Howie on 01764 684233 or 

07831 330962

CURTAINSIDER AND FLAT 
TRAILERS 13.6M LONG

NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW 
DOUBLE CAB

£11,800 o.n.o. + vat.
Feb08 Blue, 39K miles. New A.T. Tyres,

cruise, aircon, Bluetooth, loadliner & canopy. 
1year tax & 1 year warranty.

Tel: 01567 820108

£1900

YEAR 2000
MOT till NOV
Telephone: 

01770 (Arran) 700423

VW TRANSPORTER
800 SPECIAL 1.9TD WANTED

SCRAP CARS WANTED, 
MOT FAILURES, 

CASH PAID.
Tel: 07930346252 or 01389 721278

£700

 Can be delivered at extra cost.
Telephone: 

01397 701677 or 07770 606556

45’ TRI-AXLE BOX VAN, 
IDEAL STORAGE.

£1250 o.n.o.

COMPASS VANTAGE, 440/4
4 Berth Caravan, 1993, 
fair condition for year, 
original handbook and 

manuals, gas and electri-
cal equipment all working, 
cassette toilet etc. awning 

& extras included.

Telephone: 
01631 566377

£1500

GOLF MK4 GTI 18T
1999, full leather, new 

clutch, breaks and tyres, 
tax and MOTd average 

miles.

Telephone: 
01631 564716 or 

Mobile:
07818 575823

AUDI A4 DIESEL 
QUATTRO ESTATE

£1200 o.n.o.
R.Reg, 11 months MOT   

Excellent condition, lady owner. 
Genuine reason for sale. Dark blue. 160,000 miles.

Tel: 01852 500693 Mob: 07780938465

£1500

2 bedroom
Free delivery within Argyll

Telephone: 
07920 162113

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE
WILLERBY 28FT X 10FT

21FT CORRIBEE MK 2 FIN KEEL GRP 
SAILING YACHT, 2005 SURVEY.

£2900
Ready to sail. Excellent first cruiser.

4 berth, VHF, depth, log, compass, cradle. 2008 upholstery, 2007 forestay, 
lazy jacks, 2005 mast, boom, standing rigging, windows. 2004 sails, 4hp 
outboard. Roller reefing, nav lights, solar charged battery, 15kg anchor, 

chain, fenders plus lots more. Ashore Ardrishaig. Built 1976.

Tel: 01546 603739



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

•PAINTER & DECORATOR

•WINDOW BLINDS
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The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

‘‘Now for a long season
 Israel hath been without 

the true God’’ 
Is your God and Saviour 

one of your own imagination 
and requirements 

or the Lord of the bible?

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

•CARAVANS

L
B
Services

All building work 
undertaken

• UPVC Double Glazing
• Conservatories
• Extensions
• Renovations
• Drainage
• Brickwork
• Plastering
• Guttering
• New Water Supplies
• Landscaping

All digger work

Telephone
Alan 01631 710334

07796390411
Brian 01631 710851

07730654693

•BUILDING SERVICES AUDIO EQUIPMENT

W H A R F E D A L E 

 BABY EQUIPMENT

BABY BATH mobile baby 

BABY CARRIER 

CHICCO SIMPLICITY 

less than 1 year old, 

red and blue, selling in Argos 

MAMAS AND PAPAS 

quilt, removable lining and 

PINE WOODEN 

 BICYCLES

stabilisers, very good 

 BOOKS
CROFT AND CREEL by 
Anna Blair, 1st edition 

TALES OF THE NORTH 

 BUILDING / DIY

MECHANICS TOOLS 

SCAFFOLD TOWER sale 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

no tax or mot, to be sold as 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

Oban.

DOMESTIC PETS

 FURNITURE

3 SEATER SOFA beige 

3 SEATER SOFA beige 

CHEST OF DRAWERS 

hours.

hours.

hours.

DISPLAY CABINET 

hours.

hours.

TABLE Small Table & 

WARDROBE large old 

WARDROBE large stag 

WOODEN COT in great order, 

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CONTENTS OF FLAT 
FOR SALE All household 

MID SLEEPER WITH 
TENT good order, bought 

disassembled, easy to 

 HOME OFFICE

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

CAST STONE SHOWER 

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

OBAN TIMES WEST 

MARINE UNDER £250
A-FRAME stainless steel A 

MISCELLANEOUS

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

MUSIC LESSONS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

details over and over again! 

 TICKETS FOR SALE

 TOYS AND GAMES

hardly used, battery 

GUITAR 
LESSONS
beginner to 

or

 WANTED

WANTED SCRAP metals, 

household and armoured.  

PERSONALS

George McQueen

Would like to 
thank all who 

contributed in any 
way to making 

his surprise 
retirement party 
such a success. 

Also for the many 
gifts, cards, 

phone calls and 
to those who 
travelled and 
gave up their 

weekend.

Thank you all.

Eilidh Wilshire 
would like to 

say a great big 
thank you to all 
at Tobermory 
Surgery, Oban 

Hospital and the 
wonderful team at 
Gartnaval Hospital 

Ward 5c also 
the lovely people 
who sent flowers, 
cards and made 

phone calls.

Happy 40th
DAD

On March 1, 2010

Lots of Love
Craig, Katie, Abi and 

Ben xxxx
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The Oban Times

BIRTHS

MACLEAN - To Donald 
and Zoe on February 15, 
2010 at The Royal Alexandra 
Hospital,  Paisley, a son 
Angus Russell.  Both well.
SMITH - Mark and 
Marion (née Campbell) are 
delighted to announce the 
arrival of their daughter 
Eve Marie on January 16, 
2010 at Aberdeen Maternity 
Hospital.  A beautiful sister 
for Erin and Matthew.

ENGAGEMENTS
MACLACHLAN - 
TAYLOR - Kenny and 
Moira MacLachlan, 9 
Arkland, Inveraray, Argyll 
are delighted to announce 
the engagement  of their 
son Derek to Michelle,  
daughter of the late Norman 
Taylor, Lisburn, N. Ireland  
on  February 14, 2010.

DEATHS
MACARTHUR - John.  
Slept away peacefully 
on February 21, 2010, 
at Middleton, Tiree  a 
much loved husband, 
father, father-in-law and 
grandfather. Safe now in the 
arms of Jesus. His loving 
family, Tiree.
MACCALLUM - As a 
result of an accident, on 
February 11, 2010, aged 
40 years, Alasdair, loving 
father of Riona and Neil 
and a much loved brother 
and uncle.
MACDIARMID - 

Ballachulish, on February 
20, 2010, Ina, Mod Gold 
Medalist, (formerly of 10 
North Corran), daughter of 
the late Neil and Christina, 
beloved sister of the late 
Ishbel, sister-in-law of the 
late Iain, a much loved 
cousin and a friend to many.  
Funeral service at Ardgour 
Parish Church on Friday, 
February 26 at 2pm.  Family 

desired to Montrose Centre, 
Inverlochy.
MACNEIL OF BARRA
- Ian Roderick.  February 
16, 2010.  Funeral has taken 
place.
McALPINE - On February 
21, 2010, peacefully at home, 
Douglas, beloved husband 
of Marilyn Black and dearly 
loved father of Jessica and 
Carolyn, father in law of 
Stuart and a much loved 
brother, brother-in-law, 
uncle and friend. Funeral 
service was held at Tarbert 
Parish Church on February 
24, interment thereafter at 
Carrick Cemetery.
McKINLAY - Peacefully 
after a long illness in 
Knapdale Ward, Mid 
Argyll Hospital on 
February 22, 2010, Thomas 
McKinlay, aged 90 years 
of 2 Letterdaill, Cairnbaan. 
Much loved husband of 
Morag and loving father of 
Diana and Isabel, father-in-
law of Allan and brother-in-
law of Marion.  Grandfather 
of Morven and John, Ian and 
Carol. Great-grandfather of 
Arran and Kyra. Uncle of 
Wendy and Allan. A good 
neighbour and friend and 
former work colleague to 
many. Funeral service will 
be held in Kilmichael Parish 

Church on Friday, February 
26, at 1pm, thereafter to 
Achnabreac Cemetery.

Donations, if desired, to 
Knapdale Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital.
NIPPERDEY - Catherine
(née Binnie). Peacefully at 
Cologne University Hospital 
on February 9, 2010 after 
an illness bravely fought, 
aged 84 years, dearly loved 
mother of Alexander and 
Gabrielle, dear mother-in-
law of George and much 
loved grandmother of Nora 
and Henrik.
Sadly missed.
RICHMOND - Peacefully 
on Friday February 19, 
in Glenaray Ward of the 
Mid Argyll Hospital, Mary 
aged 72 years of 19 Croft 
Park, Tarbert, Argyll.  Wife 
of the late James “Jimpy” 
Richmond.  Beloved and 
devoted mother of Johan, 
dear sister of the late Ian, 
Finlay and Fraser, sister in 
law of Cathie and Sylvia.  
Treasured aunt, cousin, 
neighbour and true friend.  
Following Mary’s wishes 
a service will be held in 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Thursday, February 25, 
2010 at 12.45pm which 
friends are invited to attend.  

A retiral collection will be 
taken for the Glenaray Ward 
of the Mid Argyll Hospital.  
In our thoughts, prayers and 
hearts always.
WATT - Peacefully at 
Eadar Glinn Home, Oban on 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010, 
Isabella Connell (Isobel) 

Drive, Oban, sister of the 
late Ruby and Robert, dear 
friend and “Auntie Isobel”.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

CAMERON - Douglas.  
Nan would like to thank 
all family and friends for 

following her recent 
bereavement.  Thanks 
to Rev R Henderson for 
comforting service, to P 
and R O’Brian Funeral 

sympathetic services.  A 
retiring collection of £251 
was donated to Cancer 
Research Scotland.
DRUMMOND - Rab.  
Flora, Kenneth and 
Susan would like to 
thank relatives, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues 
for the kind expressions of 
sympathy, telephone calls, 

tributes received following 
the sudden passing of Rab.  
Thanks to everyone who 
paid their last respects at 
the church and graveside.  
Thanks to David Cameron 
and Christine MacGregor 
of the Ambulance Service, 
Dr Bennett and doctors and 
nurses of the Lorn Medical 
Centre.  Thanks also to 
the Rev Dugald Cameron 
for his comforting service, 
Andy Henderson the church 
organist and Rowantree 
Hotel for refreshments.  
Grateful thanks to Catriona 
Hoey for her professional 
and caring manner with the 
funeral arrangements.
GRANT - Joanne wishes 
to thank most sincerely 
all family, friends and 
neighbours, for their 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy, following the 
death of her husband Fred, 
and to thank the people who 

A special warm thank you 
to Mary, Allan and Aileen 
for their wonderful help 
and support throughout 
Fred’s illness. I also wish to 
convey my appreciation and 
gratitude to the community 
nurses, local carers, Dr 
Douglas, Crossroads, 
Montrose Centre and 

times and been so caring to 
Fred. My thanks to Mike 
McFall for his guidance and 
sensitive handling of the 
funeral arrangements and to 
John Fraser who conducted 
the service and to all those 
who attended the church 
and graveside.
- Thank you.
MACKELLAR - The 
family of the late Jackie 
wish to thank all friends 
for phone calls, cards and 

Dr Fiona MacLennan and all 
medical and nursing staff at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.  
Grateful thanks to D and 
A Munn for kindness and 
funeral arrangements.  £120 
was collected for Ward B.

IN MEMORIAM
BROWN - In loving 
memory of my dear 
husband, Alaisdair who died 
on February 25, 2005.  Also 
my brother-in-law Hector 
died March 24, 2004. 
Also remembering loved 
ones gone before and after.
Every day in some small 
way
Memories of you come my 
way
Though absent you are ever 
near
Still missed, still loved and 
ever dear.
- Seonaid,  11 Balephuil, 
Tiree.
CHISHOLM - Happy 
memories of my friend 
Mamie, who died February 
22, 2009.
- Isobel. 

FARQUHAR - In loving 
memory of Molly and 
Donald. 
- Rhoda.
GIBSON - In loving 
memory of my dear 
wife, Marybell who died 
February 23, 1987.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Jimmy and family.
GIBSON - In loving 
memory of our dear 
mum Marybell who died 
February 23, 1987.
You will always be missed
And never forgotten.
- Iain and family, Dalmally.  
Margaret and family, 
Canada. 
GRAY - (née Steele).  
Treasured memories of 
a dear sister May, died 
February 21, 2009.
Sorely missed.
Also parents, sisters and 
brothers gone before.
Memories are precious
Always treasured.
- Inserted by families in 
Oban, South Uist and 
Aberdeen.
HARROLD - Cherished 
memories of my beloved 
husband and our much 
loved dad, David, who died 
February 17,  2009.
Loved and remembered 
with each passing day.
- Christina, David and 
Donald.
MACALLISTER - In 
loving memory of John, 
who died March 2, 2002.
Always still fondly 
remembered.
- Love Morag and family.
MACCORMICK - 
Treasured memories of 
a dear mum and gran, 
Catherine, passed away 
February 27, 2002.
In our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Colin, Flora and Graeme.
MACCORMICK - In 
loving memory of my dear 
mother Catherine, died 
February 27, 2002 and 
my dear father Peter, died 
August 1,1980, and all 
those near and dear gone 
before and since.
I cannot bring the old days 
back
When we were all together
But memories keep you 
close to me
And memories last forever.
- Mary.
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of my dear 
mother, Mary, who died on 
February 24, 1998.
Gone are the days we used 
to share but
In my heart you are always 
there.
- Jessie and Iain.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Mary, who died 
February 18, 2009 and 
June, died February 26, 
2006.
Sadly missed.
- Iain and family, 4 
Ardmore, South Uist.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Phemie, who passed away 
on February 23, 2003.
Always in my thoughts.
- Alasdair.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of my darling 
husband, Calum, who died 
so suddenly on March 1, 
1992. RIP.
Calum, death can never 
part us
Your love is still my guide
As I travel on life’s 
journey
You are always by my side
With all my love
- Chrissie xx.
MACQUEEN - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and nana, Veronica, who 
died February 25, 2000.
The best mum in the whole 
world 
Love and miss you every 
day.
- Yvonne, Richard, Michael 
and Innes. 
MACQUEEN - In loving 
memory  of my darling 
daughter, Veronica, who 
passed away on February 
25, 2000.
It doesn’t need a special 
day
To bring you to my mind
For days without a thought 
of you

- Your loving mother.
MACQUEEN - In loving 
memory of Veronica, a 
dear sister and auntie.
No matter how our lives 
have changed
No matter what we do
A special place within our 
hearts
Is always kept for you.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Violet, Janette, Jennifer 
and families.
MACTAGGART - In 
loving memory of Katie, 
who died February 25, 
2005,  a dear sister 
and auntie never to be 
forgotten.
Always in our minds
Forever in our hearts
- Joan and all the family.
MACVICAR - In loving 
memory of my wife 
Christina (Teena), who 
died March 1, 2007.
There’s not an hour of any 
day
I don’t recall the past
It didn’t seem important 
then
I thought they’d always 
last
But how I wish we could 
return
And be together now
And continue always the 
things we said and done
- Johnnie 

MACVICAR - Christina, 
died March 1, 2007.  Much 
loved mum and nana.
You left us beautiful 
memories
Your love is still our guide
And though we cannot see 
you
You’re always at our side.
- Catherine, John, John, 
Niall and Michael.
McFADYEN - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Robert, died February 25, 
2006.
Always in our hearts.
- Love John, Lorraine, 
Michaela, Alec and 
Catherine.
McINTYRE - William, in 
memory of a much loved 
dad and grandpa, who 
passed away February 27, 
2005.
Loved and remembered 
every day
- Love from Jimmy, 
Caroline, Fiona and Jamie 
xx.

MORTON - In loving 
memory of a beloved wife 
and mother Cath died 
February 24, 1994.
Always in our thoughts.
- John, John and David.
MORTON - In loving 
memory of my daughter-
in-law, Catherine, died 
February 24, 1995.
Sadly missed.
- Mum.
MORTON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum 
and nana, Catherine, died 
February 24, 1995.
Always in our thoughts.
- Karen, Norman, 
Christopher and Lewis. 
XX.
ROWAN - Alan, a dear 
dad and grandad, who died 
February 23, 1993.
Always in our thoughts.
 - Sandra, Gilleasbuig and 
Lauren.
SUTHERLAND - In 
loving memory of our gran 
and great-gran, Elizabeth 
(Betty), who passed away 
on February 24, 2005.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Inserted by her 
grandchildren, Caroline, 
Tracy and Robert Murray 
and families.
WELSH - Treasured 
memories of our dad, Da 
Ronnie, who died February 
4, 2007.
May the winds of love blow 
softly
And whisper so you’ll hear
We will always love and 
miss you
And wish that you were 
here.
- The Welsh family.

MACLEOD
Neil and Jacqueline (née 
Crighton) are pleased to 
announce the safe arrival 

of Cameron Michael 
MacLeod on January 31, 

2010 at Paisley Royal 
Alexandra Hospital.

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES
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SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 28th February 2010

Lent 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........08:00
Choral Mattins .............10:15
Sunday School and Crèche

Parish Eucharist
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Norman MacCallum,
Provost.

(01631) 562323
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 28th February 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 28th February 2010

Oban High School 
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

THE FAITH
MISSION

Annual Oban Rally
In the 

Baptist Church
On

Friday 5th March
At 7.30pm

Speaker Rev Gordon Mair
Book stall and tea
Everyone welcome

LONDON QUARTERLY 
GAELIC SERVICE

Will be held in Crown Court 
Church

Russell Street
Covent Garden

London
WC2

On Sunday 14th March 
2010 at 3.30pm

Preacher:- Rev Angus Smith
Church of Scotland

Edinburgh

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

Thought for the week
Is everything about giving things up?

THE SEASON of Lent is often viewed in a negative 
light – having to give up things for our own good. 
But is this popular interpretation correct?

by gaining the whole world and losing one’s soul? 
What can someone give in exchange for their soul?’

Here was a Man who lived His whole life without 

of all who ever lived.
If we’re honest, we realise that material possessions 

don’t liberate us, they tie us down. Ask anyone who 
has been forced to move into a smaller house after 
living for years in a much larger one!

So Lent isn’t so much about having to give things 
up, but realising that being truly free is not about 
adding more and more things to life, but rather letting 
go of them.

C S Lewis wrote about everyone having a gaping 
hole at the centre of their lives, and that no matter 

were designed that way, there is only One Who can 

drinks of the water I shall give them will never thirst; 
the water I give will become in them a spring of water 
bubbling up with eternal life.’ 

Lent is about clearing out the clutter to leave room 
for Him.

Dr Eric Morgan

OUR Dad, Kenneth Dodgson, died 
peacefully last month aged 93. He had 
been married to Mum (Susan, who 
died in 2007) for 65 years. 

He had a happy childhood in Whitley 
Bay with his mother and father along 
with his sisters, Eileen and Nona.

He attended the local primary 
school, then went on to Whitley and 
Monkseaton High school continuing 
to Edinburgh University where he, at 
the age of 19, gained a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Forestry.

Throughout his youth he enjoyed 
being part of the Boy Scout movement. 
In the years that followed, after 
becoming a King Scout, he helped to 
run the Scouts including a cub Scout 
pack in Ballachulish, where he was 
working as a surveyor for a new road.

He enjoyed tennis, walking, 
swimming, cycling, and in later years, 
photography. He once cycled with a 
friend from London to Lands End and 
back after sailing from Newcastle to 
Tilbury on a coastal steamer.

George Formby was not the only 
person to play the ukulele, Dad did so 
too, as well as the mandolin, piano and 
organ.  

The forestry work took Dad to 
various parts of Britain and when he 
was 20 he met Mum (who was still at 
high school) in her home village of 
Gartmore. He also did forestry survey 
work at Carsphairn and it was there 
that he joined the Church of Scotland. 

For a number of years in the 1950s 
he was an Elder in the church in Oban. 
In later years he joined Duncansburgh 
church in Fort William. Dad had a 
very strong faith which the family 
believe carried him through to the end 
of his life.

in the 1930s he had to change his 
profession from forestry to civil 
engineering. As well as working 
during the day, he studied at night 
and eventually became a Chartered 
Civil Engineer and a Member of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers.

Things never stood still for Dad and 
he liked moving on to new places at 
the end of each contract.

When the second world war broke 
out he remained in civil engineering 
doing work which included the 
construction of  massive ammunitions 
tunnels in the south of England. He 
then went on to help with the building 
of Tiree aerodrome which was used as 
a refuelling point for planes coming 
over from America.

It was while he was on Tiree that 
Mum and Dad were married. Dad 

points in life and Mum complained 
when he arrived for his wedding with 
his belongings in a hessian bag tied 
with rope. 

My brother Alistair was born in 
Stirling. Mum and he joined Dad in 
Tiree shortly afterwards, but it was not 
long before Dad was called up into the 
army. Although he enjoyed travelling 
around he did not like being separated 
from his family.

The army gave Dad his basic 
training and in due course he became 
the Commander of 168 platoon, 
number ten Bomb Disposal Company 
in the Royal Engineers. He and others 
had the unenviable task of defusing 
unexploded bombs, land mines and 
other devices. 

At the end of the war he joined the 

Engineers and continued his duty in 
this form for a further 15 years with 
the rank of Captain. 

Dad’s part in the defence of the 
United Kingdom was recognised with 
the award of three medals.

After the war, I was born around 
the time that Dad went back to civil 
engineering. He had to move round 
the country on various contracts so 
we only saw him on intermittent 
weekends. In later years whenever a 
town or village anywhere in Britain 
was mentioned to him, it turned out 
that he had either worked there or had 
had digs there. 

In 1956, he took a three-year road 
and bridge construction contract in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

On this occasion Mum, Alistair and 
I went with him. Oddly, we had to 
cross the Atlantic to get all our family 
under one roof.

Dad’s main civil engineering project 
in Trinidad was the supervision of the 
construction of a dual carriageway 
highway over a swamp. Happily the 
road design was successful and the 
highway did not sink into the swamp.

We then moved to Tobago where 
Dad organised road construction and 
the airport runway extension both 
of which helped the economy and 
tourism.

Although busy at work there, 
he always found time to enjoy his 
surroundings and go to the beach. He 
loved the warm clear sea where he 
could swim underwater among the 
sea ferns, coral and beautiful coloured 

There were many happy get-
togethers of our family and new friends 
where he enjoyed the obligatory rum 
punch but particularly loved being 
surrounded by people with their chat. 
These were happy days for him. 

On our return to UK he went to 
Fort William and joined Highland 
Region roads and bridges department. 
Meanwhile we stayed on in the 
bungalow in Oban that Dad had had 
built some years previously. Little 
could they have imagined that he was 

was going to stay in Fort William for 
the next 50 years.

Many of the roads that we drive 
on in Lochaber were designed and 
constructed under Dad’s supervision. 
The recently completed Arisaig 
section of road was surveyed by Dad 
40 years ago.

For many years Dad was a member 
of the Rotary Club of Lochaber and 
enjoyed the social side of the club. 
He also took part in the club’s charity 
work and he felt that this work was 
genuinely worthwhile.

Sailing took a big part in his life and 
for many years he sailed his boat on 
Loch Linnhe. When his grandchildren 
came on holiday there was always 

on the beach and picnics. For Dad 
and the neighbours, the two major 
social events on the calendar were 
the annual launch and pulling up of 
his boat. The boat work was done 
in record time so that the important 
business of cracking open a bottle or 
two of whisky could be started as soon 
as possible.  The discussions on these 
occasions would put any debate in the 
House of Commons into the shade. 
Once again Dad had an excuse for a 
party of which the family and friends 
have many happy memories.

After Mum died he missed her so 
much and was very lonely, however, 
he managed to stay on in his house in 
Fort William with the view of the loch 
which he loved. This was achieved by 
the assistance of family and friends. 
The Social Work Services staff and 
Crossroads  were also a great support 
to him and indeed became good 
friends.

where he appreciated all the loving 
care and attention he received. 

Right to the end of his life Dad 
took an interest in all the activities of 
his children, grandchildren and great  
grandchildren who will all miss his 
visits and the stories that he had to 
tell.

Dad has been a tower of strength 
and support to our family. Although 
we miss him very much the memory 
of his kindness, high standards and 
faith will be a great comfort to us in 
the years to come.

Kenneth Dodgson leaves his sons 
Alistair and Colin along with their 
wives Sheila and Naida. 

His grandchildren Kelvin, his wife 
Becky, Scott, his wife Emma, Lee and 
Alicia. (Alistair and Sheila’s family) 
Richard and Jeff (Colin and Naida’s 
family). Also his great grandson Jordan 
and great grand-daughter Caitlin.

CD  

Kenneth Dodgson, 1916-2010

Kenneth Dodgson

Obituary

VOLUNTEERS Gor-
don MacIntyre and 
Sheena Rogers were 
presented with gold 
medals for 25 years 

service to volunteering 
at the Oxfam Shop in 

Oban.
Kenneth MacKinnon, 

Lord-Lieutenant of 
Argyll and Bute made 

the presentation during 
the Fairtrade Fortnight 

ceilidh. 16_t09oxfam01

THANKS to generous guests and friends of Oban 
Bay Hotel, the Salvation Army will have a supply of 
toys to give away to children in need.

The hotel collected duplicate or extra toys for 
the Oban church as part of a Christmas fundraising 
campaign.

Craig McKinstry, territorial envoy of Oban 
Salvation Army, said: ‘We’d like to express our 
sincere thanks to the Oban Bay Hotel and its staff 
– we organise a Christmas gift appeal every year so 

‘Receiving these gifts will allow us to distribute 
extra gifts to needy children throughout the year.’

Darrell Williams, hotel manager, said: ‘We are 
still receiving donations for the Toy Amnesty and it 
is good to know that they will be going to a good 
home.’

Salvation Army envoy Criag McKinstry accepts 
toys from Darrell Williams. 16_t09toys01

Hotel’s toy 
amnesty reaps 
rewards
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ALL WEEKEND matches 
involving Oban Lorne’s 
teams were off due to frozen 
pitches.

Last Friday the under-15 
match between Langholm 
and Obermory, made up 
of pupils from Oban and 
Tobermory high schools, 
was called off.

The match, a Brewin 
Dolphin Schools Bowl 

be played tomorrow (Friday) 
at Hutchesons School in 
Glasgow.

On Saturday the much-
anticipated Strathclyde 
Police versus Oban Lorne 
encounter was also called 
off.

But this weekend sees 
am equally intriguing tie 
when Oban face old rivals 
Clydebank at Glencruitten 
in what is usually a bruising 
encounter. 

The visitors use a very 
effective mauling style of 
play, backed up by a strong 
forward pack. 

Frozen pitches 
desimate rugby 
programme

Rugby
However they were 

recently knocked out of 
the Hydro Electric Bowl 
competition by Oban’s in-
form neighbours Mull, so 
Oban can take some heart 
from this.

The other senior match 
to fall foul of the weather 
was on Sunday, between 
Edinburgh University and 
Oban Ladies in National 
League Two. 

The Oban Youth Rugby 
Gathering and Dalriada Mini 
Tournaments were also both 
postponed.

Dinner
Off the pitch, Oban 

Lorne’s Annual Club Dinner 
will take place on March 6 at 
the clubhouse from 7pm.

There will be after-
dinner speeches from 
Jim Stevenson, the SRU 
President, SNP Councillor 
Donald MacDonald and the 
club’s own president Dee 
Bradbury.

Cross country

Football

AS A RESULT of icy 
conditions on the Nevis 
Range course, the Lochaber 
primary schools cross 
country running had to be 
cancelled on Tuesday.

Organisers have 
rescheduled the race 
for Tuesday March 23. 
Registration will be 
at 12.45pm, with the 
prizegiving at 2.30pm.

IT WAS a double celebration 
for Kinlochleven-based 
Nether Lochaber Amateur 
Boxing Club last week as 
they took delivery of new 
equipment, thanks to a 
£1,000 grant from The Big 
Lottery Fund.

Also in the post was the 

book from Amateur Boxing 
Scotland for club member 
Roslynn Newman, making 

boxer in Lochaber.
Flyweight Roz, aged 31, 

from Kinlochleven, is an 
active schools co-ordinator 
for Nether Lochaber and a 
single mother to a three year-
old girl – but still manages 

Leven Centre gym.
Roz hopes she will inspire 

more women in Lochaber to 
follow her lead by taking up 
the sport. Now keen to get 

GOON Squad maintained 
top spot in the Ali Young 
Winter League at the Nevis 
Centre on Monday night 
thanks to a comfortable 3-0 
victory over Sawmill.

Second-placed Achintore 
FC kept up their title 
challenge with a 4-2 win 
over HWE No Stars, while 
Funky Five still have an 
outside shot at the title 
following their 3-1 win over 
Wanderers.

Elsewhere, Lochaber 
Leisure made short work 
of Alcan in a 5-0 win and 
Livercaol disposed of 
Rangers Supporters 3-0.

Table:
Goon Squad              47
Achintore FC            44
Funky Five                42
Livercaol                   32
Lochaber Leisure      32
Sawmill                     26
Alcan                         24
HWE No Stars           12
Wanderers                 11
Rangers Supporters    9

Lochaber Rugby Football Club junior players took 
delivery of new strips on Saturday – thanks to the 

a sponsor to provide the youngsters’ kit  and Corpach-

handing over the new strips to Lochaber RFC junior 

10_f09shinty01

10_f09ahinty02

BANAVIE Primary School swept the boards 

for the BP First Shinty Cup at the Nevis 
Centre on Saturday.

The all day event featured round robin 
tournaments for P5 and P7 children and 
provided the enthusiastic crowd of parents 
lining the arena with some excellent 
matches.

In the P5 tournament, Banavie came 
through all their games undefeated, pipping 

spot by three points.
Banavie, coached by Ally Clark and 

Victor Smith, also came out on top in the P7 
tournament, narrowly pipping Lochaber to 

Both Banavie teams now go through to 

against teams from all over Scotland who 

competitions.

each age group, will be held in the Nevis 
Centre in the spring.

It was a long day for organisers on 
Saturday’s Lochaber area heats. Around 
50 P1 to P3 children took part in the early 

tournament to 1pm, then 11 P7 teams played 
their competition to 7.30pm.

‘We must have had 150 children taking 
part in all,’ area secretary Michelle McNeil 
told The Oban Times. ‘They are a very 
enthusiastic group of children and parents 
– the competition has been very well 
supported.

‘Fort William FC have started children’s 
football sessions, so we are competing 
for children as well. Some of the kids are 
playing football on the Friday night then 
playing shinty on Saturday.

‘The sport is really thriving. We are well 
supported by the senior clubs, Lochaber, 
Kilmallie and Fort William, which is very 
much appreciated.’

Banavie coach Ally Clark paid tribute to 
Michelle’s organisational skills behind the 
scenes. ‘She is the glue that holds the area 
committee together,’ he said.

Fellow Banavie coach Victor Smith was 
delighted to see both teams through – but 
told The Oban Times the P7 team’s hopes 
of lifting the BP Cup had already suffered 
a blow.

‘Our full back Calum MacDougall broke 
his leg ski-ing on Sunday. It’s a disaster – 
he’s one of our best players.’

INVERGARRY Primary 
School and nursery children 
recently undertook a 
sponsored run to raise money 
for the people of Haiti.

After seeing the Haitians’ 
terrible plight on television 
the children decided their 
fund-raising effort should 
have a sporting theme. 

It was decided to run 
a charity race round the 
village park, with some 
pupils managing to run an 
impressive 32 laps.

The children reported: ‘On
Thursday February 11, 
Invergarry Primary School 
pupils ran a sponsored fun 
run to raise money for Haiti. 

‘The older class ran for 
30 minutes and the younger 
ones ran for 15 minutes. We 
were all tired out but we were 
proud of ourselves. We had a 
baking stall and it raised £75 
for Haiti, but our sponsor 
money is still coming in .We 
would like to thank everyone 
who sponsored us.’

Head teacher Jane Strachan 
said: ‘Children themselves 
initiated the event and 
planned and executed it.’

WHEN Fort William’s home game against Highland League 
leaders Buckie Thistle was controversially called off at 
the last minute on January 30, committee members - only 
half in jest - said the team would still be playing come the 
summer.

Now that prediction is looking increasingly likely 

frost and snow.
Fort were due to play Forres Mechanics on Tuesday night 

but ice-box conditions also ruled that game out.

already reached unprecedented levels with winter not yet 
over.

Catch-up

catch-up by playing mid-week games, to no avail. 
With March almost here Fort are, incredibly, only half 

games out of 34.
Calum MacLean’s men are due to play Clach away on 

in severe doubt - and Fort could spend another weekend 
kicking their heels.

Fort committee member John Corbett, currently 
recuperating from a knee operation, said: ‘There’s not an 
end in sight to the cold weather yet. 

‘We’ll just have to leave it to the powers that be to sort out 

boxing is the ideal way to 

and self-esteem - as well as 
showing the boys that the 
girls have got what it takes 
to succeed in the ring.

Roz told The Oban Times: 
‘Boxing has had a very 
positive impact in my life 

when dealing with stressful 
issues. I would recommend 
it to all women.’ 

Local MSP Fergus Ewing 
praised club coach Martin 
Glenesk for securing the 
grant. He said: ‘This is a 
fantastic achievement and I 
would like to congratulate 
Martin and the rest of the 
club on this achievement.

Any women interested in 
joining the club can contact 
Martin on 07979 862 448 
or at netherlochaberabc@
yahoo.co.uk.

Primary
pupils run 
for Haiti

Highland
League
fixture pile-up 
continues

Banavie
sweep the 
boards

Battle for place in First Shinty finals

Local firm kits out 
junior rugby players 
with new strips

Double celebration 
at boxing club 

Indoor football
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THE CAMANACHD 
Association will be 
launching the 2010 Scottish 
Hydro Camanachd Cup and 
Premier League at 12pm 
today (Thursday).

The launch will take place 
at the Scottish Hydro Visitor 
Centre, Pitlochry.

The draw for the 

of the Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup will also 
be made along with the 
announcement of the 2010 

Camanachd Association 
President, Duncan Cameron 

Scottish Hydro will be in 
attendance, along with a 
number of Premier League 
players including Kingussie’s 
Ronald Ross and Kyles’ 

SATURDAY’S results: 
Regional Cup 4th round 
- Mill United 6, Under 13s 
1. Netting for Saints was 
Connor Howe. Helensburgh 
1, Under 15s 4. Saints scorers 
were Lee MacLean (3) and 
Martin MacPherson.

Saints Under 13s 
could win the Dumbarton 

this Saturday if the beat 
Westerton United. 

The Under 15s take on 
Drumchapel United. Both 
games will take place on 
the 3g pitch at Oban High 
School, the 15s kicking off 
at 11 am and the 13s at 1pm.

CONNEL Hall was buzzing 
last Saturday with 33 pairs 
taking part in the Connel 
Carpet Bowling Club Open 
Doubles Competition.

The 30-year-old Falls 
of Lora Shield was being 
replaced by the new Falls of 
Lora Shield kindly donated 
by Mrs Webster, from the 
hotel.

After many hard fought 

lined up as follows: Sandy 
Carr and Michael MacPhee, 

A FATHER and son team 

in treacherous conditions 
at the Snowman’s Rally in 

Steady Eddie takes class win in the snow
Rally

junior, and co-pilot Eddie 

th

Eddie junior said: ‘The 
conditions were hard 

in our Ford Escort RS. 
‘Ice and snow were the 

order of the day. 

trouble and got us to the 

‘Yet again a big thanks 
again to our sponsors and 

Fledgling
fighters fly 
Phoenix flag

BoxingNEXT week sees Lochaber 
Phoenix ABC make their 

Scottish championships 
with light welterweight 
Stephen Cameron and 
middleweight Ryan Watson 
both competing.

After only two years 

represents a major step for 
the club, as boxers of this 
experience are not normally 
expected to be capable of 

But such is the talent and 

club members say they are 

short space of time. 

of training has been 
introduced and two local 

McFadyen Mechanical 

Stephen,  and Spice Tandoori 
restaurant sponsoring Ryan. 

The sponsorships will 

last for the whole year 
and will enable the boxers 
to purchase equipment 

throughout Scotland in their 
quest for glory.

Meanwhile, in what was 
something of a shock to 
Lochaber Phoenix, rising 
star Chris Bradley’s recent 

end as he lost a close points 

of Peterhead ABC at in 
Aberdeen last Saturday.

Round one began with 
Dalziel rushing forwards to 
catch Bradley with a straight 

right which forced Chris to 
the ropes - although this was 
the only time he was in this 
position the entire contest, 
as he quickly established his 

The stage was set early 
in the bout with 13 year-old 
Dalziel coming forwards 
with one-twos and Bradley 
countering with jabs - but 

boxer made a forward 
motion Dalziel would 
initiate a clinch to stop Chris 
working on the inside.

Round two of this quality 
match followed the same 
pattern, but by round three 

warning for holding, which 
enabled Bradley to work 
more freely. He started to 

boxer whilst tightening his 
own defences.

Unfortunately the judges 
deemed Chris’ efforts not 
quite enough as he lost a 
tight decision - but he has 
returned home a wiser and 
more knowledgable boxer.

SUNDAY saw Oban Express 
Primary Football League 
juniors meet again at the all 
weather pitch at Oban High 
School in week three of the 
current league campaign.

Another exciting day of 
football from the youngsters 
started with Puma’s and 
AC Argyll going head to 
head and it turned out to 
be a hard fought encounter 

Conner Moore breaking 

the deadlock, beating two 
defenders and slotting the 
ball past the excellent Fergus 
Carmichael in goal. 

Pumas went on to draw 
with Benderloch in one of 
the games of the day, where 
they held on to a 1-0 lead 
for most of the game, only 
to lose two points thanks to 
a stunning top corner strike 
from Daniel Sloss.

Benderloch also beat 
AC Argyll and went on to 
defeat Galaxy with both 
Dougie MacLeod and Stuart 
Campbell scoring three goals 
each but not to be outdone, 
new Galaxy signing Alik 
Aleynik also scored a 
hatrick.

The team at the top of 
the league, Thistle, and the 
current champions, Saints 

U8’s, then locked horns 
and both teams put on a 
great game, which could 

well worked free kick from 
the Jags ended with Scott 
Mossman hitting a cracker 
from distance high into the 
net. Thistle also went on to 
beat the mighty Koz with 
Finlay Lawson scoring two 
goals. This keeps Thistle 

clear at the top of the league 
and looking good for their 

medal.
Lochgilphead kept in 

touch at the top with a good 
team effort to record a 4-0 

the league up for an exciting 

This Sunday has the senior 
league sides back in action at 
the high school. 

Thistle sting young Saints to go clear at the top
Football

‘They are 
straining at 
the leash to 

far they have 
come’

AFTER the third week 
of the ten-pin bowling 

Centre, Hazel White has 
stretched her lead at the 
top of the handicap table to 

points. Her lead puts her in 
the chase for Robert Cairns 
trophy. 

John Weller is the new 
second place player with 

from eighth spot place the 

up from 11th to third - also 

Atack who stormed up the 
table from 27th to 12th.

The scratch

Radio, sees Tony Whitelocke 

Ten-pin bowling

continue as leader with 118 
points. Pam Weller is now
in second place with 110 
points, Colin Pinkett is in 
third with 108. 

was Shug McMurray who 

Nearer the top the next 

All the top scores this 
week came from Pam Weller 
who rolled the highest 
scratch game and series (187, 
320) and the top handicap 
series of 416.

This score of 416 won Pam 
two tickets for the upcoming 
Abbamania show donated 

Hazel leads singles 
league as Pam strikes 
Abbamania gold

AROUND 50 anglers took 
part in the second annual 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institute Species Hunt 
Angling Competition on 

Using their own boats, 
hire boats, a 12-man charter 

compete.

at the loch side was minus 
nine degrees celcius. 

problems were encountered 
boat wise; frozen steering, 
frozen fuel lines, kayak 
frozen to roof rack, frozen 

systems in outboard engines 
- not to mention bait frozen 

Angling
to the bottom of buckets.

Organiser Gordon Goldie 
was pleased with the turnout 
but admitted the conditions 
hampered the catches.

He said: ‘The actual 

comparison to recent weeks 
on the loch.

the day amounted to £1,711, 
which exceeded our target of 
£1,500.

The money came from 

a silly hat, those whose hats 
were too silly, and those who 

The money collected 
on the day was added to 

on the World Sea Fishing 
(Scotland) internet forum.

Another £420 being 

A spokeswoman from 
the RNLI said: ‘The RNLI 

support of Gordon and his 
friends as part of the Loch 

The RNLI wants people 
to enjoy and remember their 
time by the coast for the right 
reasons.

‘Money raised through 

promote water safety to 
groups including anglers 

lifeboat crew.
‘We’re looking forward 

and how many species are 
caught and released on the 
day, as well as supporting 
any other anglers and 

of the RNLI.’
Results: 1. Isle of Claire 

- Andy Douglas and Colin 
Colclough, 10 species; 2. 
Hire Boat No.2 - Dermot 

species; 3. Ticketty Boo! II 
(last year’s winner) - Gordon 
Goldie, Darren Sloan, Matt 
Burrett, eight species.

First junior - Cameron 

species.

Youth results
Football

Shinty draw
Shinty

and Colin Clark, Cairnbaan.
Hugh MacLeod and Mike 

MacCorkindale and Alastair 
Dickie, Kilmore.

Adrian and Colin met 

and it was the Kilmore pair 
who went on to win the 
competition.

 On hand to present the 
winners with the new trophy 
was hotel manager Michael 
MacPhee.

Connel Village Hall 
‘buzzing’ as 33 pairs 
play for Lora shield 

Carpet bowling
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FRIDAY

2
21

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Sunny intervals. Winds light to moderate to strong east/

north-easterly. Temperatures 0ºC to 3ºC
Friday

Sunny intervals persist, with winds moderate to strong 
north-easterly. Temperatures -2ºC to 4ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Again, expect sunny intervals throughout Saturday 

but snow is forecast overnight and into Sunday. Winds 
moderate easterly. 

Temperatures 2ºC to 4ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, February 25, 2010
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 03.03 3.2 09.26 1.5 15.55 3.3 21.22 1.3
Fri 03.59 3.5 10.27 1.1 16.39 3.6 22.19 0.9                 
Sat 04.43 3.9 11.14 0.8 17.16 3.8 23.08 0.5
Sun 05.23 4.2 11.56 0.5 17.51 4.0 23.53 0.2
Mon 06.02 4.3 12.35 0.4 18.25 4.1 **.** *.*
Tues 00.36 0.1 06.39 4.3 13.13 0.4 18.59 4.1
Wed 01.18 0.1 07.15 4.2 13.50 0.5 19.34 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Football

1

Football officer Rae-ring to go

THE FUTURE of football 
in Argyll and Bute is in 
safe hands after the council 
chose a former goalkeeper 
as its new development 

Former Ross County 
coach Martin Rae has 
taken up to the role of 
Argyll and Bute Football 

has already kicked-off 
plans for coaching sessions 
throughout the year. 

Titles
Martin, who won Highland 

League and cup titles with 
Clachnacuddin, has been 
tasked by the council to 
build on the success of his 
predecessor, Dylan Kerr, 
who has taken up a coaching 
role in South Africa.

The 31-year-old told The 
Oban Times: ‘I am really 
looking forward to a fresh 
challenge and I want to take 

football development to the 
next level throughout Argyll 
and Bute. 

‘Getting to know everyone 
involved with football in the 
area will take a while but I 
am particularly looking 
forward to working with 
the various schools, soccer 
centres and football clubs in 
the area.’

Martin was a goalkeeper 
with Ross County before 
moving to the Highland 
League with Clachnacuddin 
and Forres Mechanics and 

as a coach.
He has been involved 

with football development 
on a full-time basis for 
the last nine years at the 
Scottish Football League 
First Division club, helping 
to build arguably the best 

youth programme outside 
of the Old Firm.

He coached and managed 
several of the Ross County 
youth teams and was also 

coach for three years, as well 
as training and coaching the 
club’s full time Under-19 
squad. 

Award
A Children’s Licence and 

Youth Award holder, Martin 
will be responsible for the 
delivery of the SFA Coach 
Education Programme 
throughout Argyll and Bute, 
in addition to a wide variety 
of coaching initiatives for 
people of all ages, from 
three-year-olds through to 
adults.

Martin, who is originally 
from Maryburgh, Dingwall, 
has moved his family to 
Oban, where he will be 
based.

Argyll and Bute’s football development will be in the safe hands of former goalkeeper Martin Rae. 07_t09foot03

Former goalkeeper is a safe 
pair of hands in Argyll

THE newly-formed Oban 
Saints Ladies team travel to 
Kirkcaldy on Sunday to take 

round of the league cup.
The club trains on the 3g 

pitch at Oban High School 
on a Wednesday evening at 
7pm.
The league programme 

commences on Sunday 
March 7 with an away 
game against East Kilbride 
Thistle.

Craig MacEwan

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division

Oban Saints 2
Postal United 0

SAINTS got off to the perfect 
start in this Premier Division 
league encounter which 
was played on the 3g pitch 
at Oban High School after 
the recent snow and hard 
front made the grass pitch at 
Glencruitten unplayable.

The Oban side took the 

a superb goal involving 
intricate passing between 
Allan MacKay, Sean Ford and 
Asen Gaydardzhiev, before 
Craig MacEwan tucked the 
ball past the helpless Postal 
keeper Michael Gemmell.

Willie Gemmell almost 
increased the home side’s 
lead in the 11th minute with 
a well taken free kick, but it 

The home side were on top 

keeper Graham Douglas to 
thank for a good save from a 

snap-shot by Paul McGuire.
Saints took a 2-0 lead in 

the 24th minute with another 
well worked goal. Some 

Gemmell, Allan MacKay 
and Myles McAuley resulted 
in the ball being fed through 

his second goal of the game.
Saints seemed to take 

their foot off the pedal after 
this goal and their play 
became very sloppy much 
to the annoyance of the 
management team.

Postal came out with all 
guns blazing at the start 
of the second half and had 
Saints pinned back for the 

opening period, but the Oban 
side, well marshalled by 
skipper Dante Lopez, were 
defending well, although 
they almost got caught out 
when they failed to clear a 
free kick and David Gibson 
headed wide of the post.

Saints were getting forced 
further and further back, 
but they did look dangerous 
on the break and Donald 
Campbell had a great chance 
to kill the game off in the 
64th minute, but miskicked 
in front of goal.

The Glasgow side had a 
lot of possession, but they 
weren’t troubling Saints 
keeper Graham Douglas too 

much, although he had to 
make a couple of good saves 
to keep his ninth clean sheet 
of the season.

The homesters were quite 
content to hit Postal on the 
break and created three 
or four excellent scoring 
chances, but these were 
missed.

Saints had a good claim 
for a penalty when Donald 
Campbell seemed to have 
his feet whipped from under 
him just as he was about to 
pull the trigger, but referee 
Darren Murray, who had a 
good game, waved away the 
claims.

Manager Iain Jackson 
said ‘We got off to a great 
start with the early goal 
and played some excellent 
football, then we got very 
sloppy, but credit to Postal 
they certainly made a game 
of it in the second half.’

This Saturday Saints travel 
to take on Glencastle Sparta 
at the famous Cathkin Park, 
former home of the famous 
Third Lanark FC.
                                     P   W  D   L    Pts
Oban Saints               11   8    2   1    26
Greenock HSFP          9   7    1   1    22
Aikenhead Thistle        6   3    1   2    10
Inverclyde                     6   3    1   2    10
Kilpatrick                       4   2    2   0     8
Cambria                         9   2    1   6     7
Postal United                 8   1    3   4     6
Castlemilk                      6   1    2   3     5
Glencastle Sparta         8    0   1   7     1
St Joseph’s                   1   0   0   1     0

Football

Postal fail to deliver as 
Craig nets a double

Allan MacKay takes on a Postal defender. 
Picture by Kevin McGlynn

Ileach to lead 
out Scotland 
against Auld 
enemy

Rugby
ISLAY Rugby Club Minis 
team has received the 
highest honour for its 
dedication to the sport of 
rugby union. 

All the more remarkable 
as this is the young team’s 

The enviable position 
of Scotland mascot for 
the match against England 
has been awarded to Islay 
in appreciation of the 
commitment of the club’s 
young players, recognising 
their turning out for weekly 
training through the winter 
when many other clubs 
have taken breaks, and 
for their determination to 
attend the regional Dalriada 
rugby festivals. 

Thomas Piper, a primary 
six pupil at Port Charlotte 
Primary School, has been 
selected for the honour, 
in recognition of his 100 
per cent participation in 
club training sessions and 
tournament matches.

The mascot will run out 
with Scotland in the Six 
Nations challenge against 
England on March 13. 

Islay’s rugby coaching 
team are all delighted 
that the Scottish Rugby 
Union have recognised 
the remarkable progress 
that Islay have made since 
beginning their minis group 
in August. 

The Minis competed at 
Cowal Dalriada on January 

on the February 7, cheering 
Scotland on against 
France. 

The club thanked 
Bruichladdich Distillery 
and the Port Charlotte Hotel 
for their kind donations, 
which made the trips it 
possible.

AN ARGYLL sports 
coaching weekend has been 
given a bronze award for 
advancing community and 
well being. 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
event, which last year gave 
300 people the chance to 
hone their coaching skills 
in a range of different sports 
and activities, was named by 
the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities in their 
annual Excellence Awards. 

This year’s coaching 
weekend was held earlier 
this month. 

FOUR tournaments, 
consisting 106 players from 
all over Scotland, at the 16th 
Oban Chess Congress.

The event, held in the 
Royal Hotel last weekend, 
saw two Oban winners.The 
strongest tournament, the 
Open, was won jointly by 
Stephen Burns-Mannion of 
Paisley Chess Club and Ed 
Spencer from the Castlehill 
Club in Dundee, who shared 
the £450 prize money.

YOUNG athletes from 
across Argyll will battle 

best runners, jumpers and 
throwers.

Atlantis Leisure in Oban 
is the venue this Saturday 
for the Argyll Sports Hall 
Athletics Final. 

The competition starts at 
1pm in the large games hall.

is the last of a series of 
competitions held in the 

Athletics
district this winter, which 
started with local events in 

with the Mull qualifying 
contest.

Local

from the local contests will 
come together in Oban 
with as many as 140 young 
athletes, from seven to 16 
years, participating in what 

should be an enthralling 
competition.

Athletes are reminded 
to register after noon on 

starting an hour later.
The Argyll Sports Hall 

competitions are promoted 
by Mid Argyll Athletic Club, 
with support from other 
athletic clubs, and sponsored 
by Awards for All.

Oban Pool League 
sponsored by Tennants 

and Oban Filling Station
P      Pts

Markie’s A     14     22
Claredon A    14    20
Lancaster       14     20
Lochnell        14     20
Kelvin Dale   14   16
Cellar         14   14
Markie’s B    14   12
Gluepot         14     8
Claredon B    14     6

Pool league
Pool

Bronze award
Coaching

Ladies’ debut
Football

Lorn Carpet Bowls Knock-
out Cup saw Easdale beat 
Kilmore 7-1 and North 
Connel defeat Benderloch 5-
3 after extra ends.

Winners of Easdale Open 
Doubles were Sandy Carr 
and Ronald Gordon

Colin Clark and Neil 
McCorkindale won the 
Kilmore Open Doubles.

Lorn bowls
Bowls

Double Oban win at congress
Chess

First prize in the 
Challengers Tournament 
was won outright by Oban 
player Alastair Campbell 
with a score of 4.5/5 and the 
Major Tournament ended 
with three players tied for 

The Minor Tournament 
was won by Oban Chess 
Club president, Geoffrey 
White with a score of 4.5/5.

O
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