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Disabled Lorna is left high 
and dry by fl ooded property
TORRENTS of muddy water 
escaping from a clogged-up 
stream is pouring misery down 
on a disabled Oban woman, 
leaving her at ‘breaking point’.

When it rains, a woodland 
stream at the back of Lorna Mc-
Cullock’s home in Hazeldean 
Crescent bursts its banks and 
runs wild like a river through her 
back garden, up to her doorstep, 
floods her greenhouse, rushes 
across a concrete patch now 
abandoned as a garage site, 
through the front garden, out 
through the fence and into the 
road – cracking up the pave-
ments and into other annoyed 
neighbours’ gardens.

‘It’s like living next to the Black 
Lynn,’ said Ms McCullock, who 
says her calls for help have been 
ignored by Scottish Water and 
Argyll and Bute Council.

‘They are quite literally wash-
ing their hands of it. No one 
wants to take responsibility for 
solving the problem. I just want 
to scream,’ she said.

The flooding risk is so severe 
that no insurance company will 
give her contents cover, she claims.

According to Ms McCullock, 
work was carried out some years 
ago by the council to redirect 
the stream underground after 
fears nearby houses were at risk 
of subsiding.

Until last year, partially-sight-
ed Ms McCullock, who has an 
agonising inflammatory condi-
tion and lives in the house with 
her partner James Speirs and 
son Ross, cleaned the stream out 
to rid it of built-up silt and leaves 

but that stopped when the family 
were warned off.

‘Some trees came down in a 
big storm. We cut them up for 
firewood and it got reported to 
the police. The council came 
and said we were not allowed 
on to that land anymore – so we 
can’t touch the stream or we’ll be 
trespassing.

‘We have no idea who owns 
that bit of wood but apparently 
there’s a protection order on the 
trees. They are huge – no won-
der so many leaves clog up the 
stream. We never get daylight in 
the house,’ said Ms McCullock.

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) had also 
been contacted by Ms McCull-

ock in a desperate plea for help. 
She was told her plight would be 
added to a property inspection 
list.

‘I asked when an inspector 
would come out but they didn’t 
seem to know. You can see the 
watermark on the timber at the 
back of the house where it rises 
to – it goes right under it. My 

garden is a bog. Walk on it and 
you sink.

‘My greenhouse floods, there’s 
inches of mud left in it and I’m 
paying an extra £54 a year to 
the housing association for a bit 
of concrete where I was going 
to put a garage – but there’s no 
point, it would only flood. I’m 
so frustrated with no one taking 

responsibility, I’m at breaking 
point with it all. I’m not well 
and this trouble makes it worse. 
I can’t get insurance because of 
the flood risk and the height of 
the trees so close to the house. 
I’ve called 11 companies but no 
one will touch us.’

ACHA, Argyll and Bute 
Council and Scottish Water were 
contacted by The Oban Times for 
their response.

A spokesman for ACHA said: 
‘Following your email, ACHA 
officers carried out an inspec-
tion of the issue. A pipe has 
been installed to take the water 
underground to the drainage 
system.

‘Our inspectors noted that a 
piece of mesh has been put over 
the mouth of the pipe to act as a 
filter for leaves and debris. The 
mesh had blocked which meant 
that the water could not go down 
the pipe and was flowing over 
the top and flooding the garden.

‘I am advised that it appears 
now that the pipe has been 
cleared and the water was 
flowing. The mouth of this pipe, 
where the blockage is located, is 
outwith our boundaries and not 
on association land. We are not 
aware of who owns the land but 
will investigate.’

Scottish Water said it was a 
council matter.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘Although the 
stream is not on council land, 
we have arranged to visit the 
location with ACHA to see what 
can be done to help the resident.’

Oban North and Lorn council-
lor Kieron Green said he would 
also be visiting Hazeldean Cres-
cent to talk to residents.

A85 is ‘probably safest road in Argyll’
A POLICE officer said the 
A85 has gone from being the 
worst road in Argyll and Bute 
to ‘probably the safest’, writes 
David McPhee.

Speaking at the Oban Lorn and 
the Isles Community Planning 
Group meeting last week, In-
spector Adam McKenzie made 
the statement.

‘Given the stats,’ he said, ‘the 
A85 has gone from being the 
worst road to probably the safest 
road in Argyll and Bute.

‘In the past three years – 2015 
to now – there has been one 
fatal accident and the number of 
serious injuries has dramatically 
reduced.’

Figured obtained from 
Transport Scotland reveal that 
between 2012 and 2014 there 

were four fatal accidents on the 
A85, 17 serious incidents and 39 
slight collisions.

From 2015 to the present there 
were one fatal accident, 16 seri-
ous and 33 slight.

‘Overall,’ Inspector McKenzie 
added, ‘Argyll and Bute is a 
good news story, contrary to 
what some people might think. 
For the past five years it has 
been a downward trend for fatal 
and serious accidents. The only 
fatal in the past three years was 
a motorcyclist.’

Chairman of Dunbeg Com-
munity Council Sean MacIntyre 
said: ‘If there are fewer fatal 
accidents, that’s great, but not 
every accident is reported, so we 
are not seeing the full impact.

‘We are concentrating on Oban 

to Connel and when there’s a bad 
accident on that stretch Oban is 
shut for the day. Look at the car-
ry on when the chemical spilled.

‘I know that the community of 
Dunbeg and Connel would like 
something done between Connel 
and Oban, but Transport Scot-
land don’t seem to think there’s 
a problem.’

Mr MacIntyre said that at 
the last Dunbeg Community 
Council meeting, it was revealed 
that around 8,500 cars travel that 
road daily. However, he added: 
‘But that was at the end of No-
vember. Oban doubles or triples 
in the summer. It’s not giving you 
the real volume of traffic.’

A Transport Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘Road safety is a 
priority for the Scottish Gov-

ernment and we have a number 
of ongoing road safety studies 
on the A85 between Oban and 
Tyndrum. We have attended a 
number of community meetings 
over the past year, where we 
have listened to concerns and 
will include consideration of the 
issues raised.

‘Last year we upgraded elec-
tronic pedestrian wig wag signs 
at Pennyfuir cemetery as well 
as carrying out vegetation clear-
ance work on the A85 last year 
between Oban and Connel, im-
proving visibility. Next steps will 
be dependent on the outcome of 
these studies. However, we will 
start installing safety barriers at 
specific locations between Oban 
and Connel next month.’
� £1m cuts loom – page three.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The � ooding at Lorna McCullock’s property is so severe she cannot � nd anyone to insure her home contents.

Day of 
action on 
RBS plan
SNP politicians are planning a 
national day of action to prevent 
RBS branch closures, writes Iain 
McGrouther

MPs and MSPs, along with 
community campaigners, will 
gather in towns nationwide on 
Saturday March 10 to collect 
petition signatures and put pres-
sure on RBS chiefs to rethink 
their ‘damaging and misguided’ 
plans to shut 62 branches.

Branches originally earmarked 
for closure included Barra and 
Inveraray.

Recently, RBS announced a 
reprieve for 10 of its most remote 
branches, assuring that they 
would remain open until the end 
of 2018, with an independent 
review on their long-term future.

SNP Westminster leader Ian 
Blackford welcomed the move 
but warned it did not go nearly 
far enough. 

Mr Blackford said: ‘After huge 
pressure from the SNP and 
community campaigners, RBS 
announced a reprieve for 10 local 
branches – but our fight to save 
the remaining banks continues.

‘The SNP national day of action 
is aimed at keeping the pressure 
on RBS. They have shown they 
are willing to listen but their 
damaging and misguided plans 
to continue with the closure 
of 52 branches are completely 
unacceptable and must be chal-
lenged.’

The SNP has raised the issue 
four times at Prime Minister’s 
Questions, and in three separate 
parliamentary debates, calling 
for the UK government to use 
its ‘power and responsibility’ 
as the majority shareholder to 
intervene.

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

From the Duke of Argyll‛s Estate in 1780 to today

A Tradition of Fine Hospitality
  Overlooking the harbour 

Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com 

WIN WIN WIN
A ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO
AT RUFFLETS ST ANDREWS 
AND DINNER AT SEASONS
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IS BACK!

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     153

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018

153_sf03.indd   153 24/01/2018   15:26:20

Corran Halls 
10.30am - 1pm 

Tuesday, March 6

Oban Jobs Fair
P R E V I E W
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Loss of ship
THE LOSS of the troopships 
Tuscania and Otranto off 
Islay’s shores in the closing 
months of the First World 
War had a devastating effect 
on the island community.

Equally devastating was 
the loss of the emigrant ship 
Exmouth off the island’s north-
west coast on April 28 1847 
and the resultant high death 
toll. 

This was undoubtedly the 
worst peacetime maritime 
disaster the island has expe-
rienced.

The brig, with 11 crew 
members under the command 
of Captain Isaac Booth, had 
set off from Londonderry on 
April 25 and was heading for 
Quebec.

It is believed the number of 
passengers carried exceeded 
240, although the exact figure 
is unknown. 

These were mostly women 
and children who had planned 
to join husbands, parents and 
other family members who 
had previously travelled to 
Canada to escape the Irish 
potato famine.

Shortly after leaving port, 
weather conditions deteri-
orated with winds reaching 
gale force. These caused 
extensive damage to the sails 
and rigging.

Captain Booth was hopeful 
of reaching land where repairs 
could be carried out but, truth 
to tell, he was unsure of his 

position. He mistook the light 
of the Rhinns of Islay light-
house as that of Tory Island, 
off the north-west coast of 
Donegal.

By now the brig was com-
pletely lost and at the mercy 
of the elements. She also 
suffered further extensive 
structural damage before she 
was hurled onto the rocks on 
Gille Mhore on Islay’s Sanaig 
coast.

Only three of the crew 
survived and they managed 
to clamber over the rocks and 
head to the nearby Sanaig-
more farmhouse. 

Mr White, the Sanaig farm-
er, raised the alarm which 
brought a response from other 
farmers and farm workers in 
Kilchoman who began the 
rescue operations.

Sadly, only 108 bodies were 
recovered and they were 
buried under a green sward 
overlooking the site of the dis-
aster and named An Traigh 
Bhàn (The Fair Strand). A 
small memorial marks the 
burial site.

In 2000, a more elaborate 
memorial to those who died 
was erected at the main en-
trance to An Traigh Bhàn. It 
was financed by the Ireland 
Fund of Great Britain and un-
veiled by Daniel Mulhall, the 
then Irish Consul General.

The inscription reads: ‘This 
memorial is dedicated to 
the memory of the 241 Irish 
emigrants who lost their lives 
on April 28 1847 when the 
brig The Exmouth of Newcastle 
out of Derry and bound for 
Quebec Canada at the time of 
the great famine, was wrecked 
on the north-west coast of Is-
lay. 108 bodies, mostly women 
and children (63 under 14, and 
nine infants) were recovered 
and are buried under the soft 
green turf of Traigh Bhàn. 
May their souls rest forever in 
the peace of Christ.’

Film success
PUPILS from the island high 
school’s group ‘Ìle Bheò are 
to be warmly congratulated 
on their success in the MG 
Alba FilmG Gaelic short film 
competition.

Their film A’ Bhean Eudach 
took top place in the Gaelic 
learners’ section, repeating 

the success they enjoyed in 
the same section last year. 
The youngsters received 
their award at a glittering 
ceremony, which also marked 
FilmG’s tenth anniversary, in 
Glasgow’s Old Fruit Market 
on February 9.

The script was based on an 
old Gaelic song of the same 
name and features jealousy 
and betrayal. A touch of hom-
icide adds to the intrigue and 
mystery!

Exterior filming took place 
in far from ideal weather con-
ditions and acting their socks 
of were Maggie and Morven 
Brown, Elinor Baker, Isobel 
Ferguson, Lewis Davey and 
Ryan Johnston.

Look out Hollywood. The 
Ilich are on their way!

Bread and wine
MORNING worship at 
Bowmore’s Round Church at 
10am on Sunday February 25, 
will include the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.

It will be conducted by the 
Rev Anne McIvor, a former 
parish minister who has been 
providing locum coverage in 
the vacant charges for the past 
five weeks.

Everyone is warmly invited 
to this and all the services at 
the Round Church.

Hugh Smith,
4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 

Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810658

The memorial at Sanaig.

Centenary sculpture is 
tribute to Iolaire disaster

Certas Energy gives 
pledge over supplies

Investment in media 
village is welcomed

ASSURANCES have been 
sought over continued fuel sup-
plies to the Uists as Lochcar-
nan Depot undergoes essential 
maintenance in February and 
March.  

The depot is operated by 
Certas Energy under lease 
from the Ministry of Defence.

Corrosion to inlet pipework 
at Lochcarnan has led Certas 
to suspend ship-bound deliver-
ies pending the installation of 
new pipework. 

It is hoped to complete these 
repairs by the end of March 
and, in the meantime, fuel will 
be delivered to Lochcarnan 

by road tanker from Certas 
Energy’s Inverness depot. 

Certas is confident supplies 
can be maintained but has 
agreed to continued engage-
ment with the Uist community 
so that any unforeseen ‘pinch 
points’ in road/ferry delivery 
can be quickly addressed.

Certas Energy has reaffirmed 
the long-term future of Loch-
carnan as a key depot and has 
outlined a programme of sig-
nificant investment from now 
until 2021. This investment 
will include works to the inlet 
pipework, jetty and storage 
tank bunds.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar has welcomed the recent 
announcement by Deputy 
First Minister John Swinney 
of £500,000 investment to MG 
ALBA from the Gaelic Capital 
Fund to develop the media 
village in Stornoway.

This marks the latest chapter 
in investment and development 
of the Seaforth Road cluster of 
creative enterprise which the 
comhairle has developed over 
the past 25 years.  

Since the original lease of 
Taigh Shìophort to Gaelic 
Media Services in 1993, the 
comhairle has been involved 

with developing this part of the 
town as an internationally rec-
ognised creative centre which 
is critical to the local economy 
and supports 80 jobs.

Over the past 10 years, the 
comhairle has directly invested 
£1.4m and worked alongside 
partners including Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig, HIE and ERDF to 
create a suite of modern, Gael-
ic-speaking workplaces. 

The Creative Industries 
Media Centre is now the head-
quarters of MG ALBA and 
home to a number of smaller 
media businesses, including 
BBC Radio nan Gàidheal.

The lifeboats help the cargo vessel which lost its steering.

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

AN LANNTAIR Arts Centre 
in Stornoway is to install a new 
sculpture to commemorate 
one of the most devastating 
peacetime tragedies in British 
maritime history.

The new sculpture will sit at 
Stornoway Harbour, overlooking 
the site of where HMY Iolaire 
foundered on the Beasts of Holm 
in the early hours of New Year’s 
Day 1919, with the loss of 201 
lives.

Most of the victims of the dis-
aster were returning servicemen, 
with 179 on their way home to the 
Isle of Lewis.

Professor Norman Drummond 
CBE FRSE, chairman of the 
Scottish Commemorations Pan-
el, explained: ‘Since the start of 
the commemorations for the cen-
tenary of the First World War in 
2014, WW100 Scotland and the 
Scottish Commemorations Panel 
have learned so many moving 
stories of loss and tragedy.

‘Few can be as shocking as the 
sinking of HMY Iolaire and the 
loss of so many men from Lewis 
and Harris on the final stretch of 
their journey home.

‘Theirs is a story which deserves 
to be remembered for genera-
tions and this latest memorial 
sculpture, with the names of 
each one of those lost, provides 
a strong reminder of the cou-
rageous endurance and patient 
forbearance felt throughout the 
Western Isles and Scotland and 
far beyond, then and since.’

Royal Scottish Academicians 
Will Maclean, Marian Leven 
and Arthur Watson have been 
commissioned to design the new 
sculpture which will depict a 
large coiled heaving-line.

This references the heroism of 
John Finlay Macleod, who swam 
ashore with a rope and saved 40 
of the 179 men. 

It also serves as a metaphor 
for the isles’ connection with the 
sea, and the timeless dialogue 
between ship and shore, the past 
and the present. 

The other bronze will be a 
wreath composed of maritime 

insignia wall-mounted within 
the enclosure. The sculpture 
will feature two bronzes within 
a semi-circular stone enclosure 
and will bear the names of those 
lost and the communities they 
came from.

Norman A Macdonald, con-
vener of Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar and chairman of the Iolaire 
working group, said: ‘We are 

working on a range of projects 
to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the terrible events 
of January 1 1919. 

‘Our communities were dev-
astated by the loss of lives that 
night and it is right we remember 
them and mark the occasion in an 
appropriate manner.

‘I am pleased part of the 
commemoration is to be the cen-

tenary sculpture commissioned 
by An Lanntair. It is fitting it will 
bear the names of those lost and 
the communities they came from 
and that the heroic efforts of John 
Finlay Macleod are depicted by 
a coiled heaving line. He was a 
hero that night. In truth, they 
were all heroes.’

Scheduled to be unveiled and 
dedicated on the morning of the 
centenary of the disaster, the 
project has been in development 
for almost two years.

Roddy Murray, head of visual 
arts at An Lanntair Arts Centre, 
which commissioned the sculp-
ture, said: ‘We went through an 
extensive consultation process 
for this significant memorial on 
this most sensitive of subjects. 
It commemorates a catastrophe 
that has resonated through the 
generations. For decades, it was 
too painful to acknowledge or 
mention, far less discuss. One 
hundred years on, the conversa-
tion is about healing, legacy and 
closure.

‘Crucially and appropriately, 
it is being funded by donations 
from within the communities it 
affected and we are massively in-
debted to them for their generous 
contributions.’

The total cost of the sculpture is 
£100,000 and backing the project 
are the Gael Force Group and 
Stornoway Port Authority, whose 
contributions have been matched 
by a £35,000 award from Arts 
and Business Scotland’s culture 
and business fund. Other major 
donors are Urras Oighreachd 
Ghabhsainn, Horshader Com-
munity Trust, Point and Sandwick 
Trust and Tolsta Community 
Development. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
also been a key partner and 
supporter.

Iolaire Centre plans to be seen at open day
THE IOLAIRE Centre will be hosting an open day 
in Stornoway Town Hall on Tuesday February 27 
from noon till 6pm.

There will also be an event for local businesses 
on Tuesday February 27 from 7.30pm to 9pm, 
also in the Town Hall.

The events will provide an opportunity to 
hear about the early plans for a visitor centre in 
Stornoway commemorating the tragic sinking 
of the Iolaire in 1919 on the rocks at Holm with 
the loss of 201 lives.

The town hall events will be an opportunity to 
provide feedback on the proposals. Representa-
tives of a working group, who are assisting with 

developing plans for the centre, will be present 
at the two events to provide information.

Businessman Stewart Graham is leading on 
proposals to building an ambitious visitor cen-
tre to mark the maritime disaster at Stornoway’s 
Number One pier.

Stewart Graham said: ‘I hope local people and 
the business community come along and � nd 
out more about this important project which, 
100 years after this most terrible tragedy, will 
provide a lasting legacy to the memory of the 
men who lost their lives.’

For further information visit the Iolaire Work-
ing Group Facebook page.

The Iolaire sank on New Year’s 
Day 1919. Above is an impres-
sion of how the new sculpture 
might look, based on a sketch 

by Arthur Watson.

Lifeboats and tug help 
stricken cargo vessel
RNLI volunteers from Kyle 
of Lochalsh and Mallaig were 
called out just after 7.30am on 
Sunday after a cargo vessel’s 
rudder broke in the Kylerhea 
narrows.

Kyle lifeboat Spirit of Fred  Ols-
en launched at 7.44am, just eight 
minutes after the first alert, and 
sped towards the 1,200-tonne 
CEG Universe.

The 65m vessel was using its 
anchor to try to hold position 
in the very strong tidal currents 
through the narrows.

The lifeboat arrived on scene 
at 7.53am and put crew mem-
bers aboard the stricken vessel 
to assess the situation, while 
awaiting the arrival of Mallaig’s 
larger Severn-class lifeboat.

Due to the eight knots of tide 
which runs through the channel, 
and the fact the cargo vessel’s 
rudder was jammed full to port, 
it was decided to wait for a tug 
to help with the tow.

While waiting for the arrival 
of the SD Kyle of Lochalsh from 
the BUTEC base in Kyle, the 
casualty vessel’s anchor brake 
failed and the vessel began to 
drift backwards.

Mallaig and Kyle lifeboats 
took the cargo vessel under tow 

and held it against the current 
until the tug arrived on scene at 
10.15am.

The SD Kyle of Lochalsh and 
the two lifeboats then manoeu-
vred the cargo vessel, which 
was on its way to Gairloch with 
a load of road salt, through the 
narrows and towed it into Kyle 
Harbour at 12.10pm.

The lifeboats were then stood 
down and Kyle lifeboat returned 
to station to be refuelled and 
made ready for service.

Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI 
spokesman Andrew MacDon-
ald said the operation to rescue 
the vessel took place in good 
weather with a flat calm sea, 
otherwise it would have been 
even more difficult.

‘Because of where the vessel 
was, with an eight-knot tide 
running, when the anchor brake 
failed it meant the two lifeboats 
were struggling to hold it in 
position in the channel,’ he told 
the Lochaber Times.

‘The Mallaig lifeboat is techni-
cally powerful enough to tow a 
vessel that size but with the tide 
running across and the rudder 
jammed to port it made it very 
hard to control and that’s why 
we called out the tug.’
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POLICE
FILES
with Sergeant 
Iain MacNicol
� AT ABOUT 10.40am on Wednes-
day February 14, a car was stopped 
by police on Soroba Road,  Oban, 
for a routine check, which revealed 
there was no insurance in force for 
the vehicle and the driver, a 21-year-
old man, did not hold a driving 
licence. The man was charged with 
the o� ences and the vehicle was 
seized. A report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

� AT ABOUT 12.30pm on Wednes-
day February 14, police received a 
report that a man allegedly assault-
ed another man in Station Road, 
Oban. Subsequently, a 56-year-old 
man was traced and charged with 
assault. A report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

� AT ABOUT 3.40pm on Thursday 
February 15, on the A828 near to 
Oban Airport, a car was seen to be 
driven in a careless manner while 
overtaking another vehicle. The 
driver of the car, a man aged 32, was 
subsequently traced and charged 
with the o� ence and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator � scal.

� AT ABOUT 12.05am on Friday 
February 16, following a report of a 
man and a woman  behaving in an 
abusive manner in a takeaway food 
premises in George Street, Oban, a 
21-year-old man and a 17-year-old 
woman were arrested and charged 
with abusive behaviour.  Both were 
later issued with a recorded police 
warning.

� AT ABOUT 5.50pm on Saturday 
February 17, on Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, a man aged 25 was stopped 
and searched and found to be in 
possession of a small amount of 
cannabis. The man was issued with 
a recorded police warning.

� AT ABOUT 12.05am on Sunday 
February 18, a tra�  c barrier at the fer-
ry terminal on South Pier in Oban was 
damaged by being kicked by a man. 
Police are investigating the incident 
and are  appealing for anyone with 
any information to contact them.

� If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact their local police 
o�  ce on telephone number 101, 
or anonymously through Crimes-
toppers on 0800 555 111.

Bird’s eye view from 
landmark chimney 

Argyll man sails 
round Cape Horn

WORKMEN painting Oban’s 
Distillery chimney have been 
enjoying the views ... from 100ft 
up.

The job started two weeks ago 
but bad weather forced it off 
until the start of this week when 
they returned with hard hats 
and harnesses to finish the task.

They have been braving dizzy 
heights to paint the chimney’s 
metal bands with a black protec-
tive paint and to give the land-
mark stack a general check over.

The chimney work is an 

essential part of a maintenance 
project being carried out during 
what distillery staff call the 
‘silent season’.

Site operation manager Ron-
nie Whiteford: ‘The distillery’s 
not working at this time but 
everyone else is. 

‘We call it the silent season but 
it’s far from silent for us as we 
get ready for the rush of tourists 
who will be visiting soon.’

Last year the distillery was 
voted Scotland’s best visitor 
experience.

A MAN from Seil is voyaging 
round Cape Horn aboard a tall 
ship.

Chris Phillips is a master of 
two square-rigged tall ships 
belonging to the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust.

Mr Phillips, who got in contact 
with The Oban Times from the 
South Pacific, said: ‘I am writing 
to you from the newer of their 
two ships, SV Tenacious, in the 
middle of the southern Pacific 
Ocean, having left Auckland 
just over two weeks ago, bound 
for Cape Horn and the Falkland 
Islands with a mixed crew of 
able-bodied and disabled folk 
from the UK, Australia, New 
Zealand, the US and Canada.’

The crew were expected to 
round Cape Horn on Tuesday 
February 20 and then arrive in 
Port Stanley a few days later 
before sailing to Antigua, and 
ending their trip in Southamp-
ton in early July.

The Jubilee Sailing Trust 

takes physically disabled and 
able-bodied people aged 16 and 
over on sea journeys around the 
UK and around the world.

The Lord Nelson, one of the 
trust’s tall ships, has been a fa-
miliar sight in and around Oban 
during the summer months for 
the past 40 years and will be 
visiting the town again in 2019, 
said Mr Phillips.

Coastal 
homes 
at threat 
from sea
HOMES in Connel and Appin 
could be among more than 280 
dwellings in Argyll and Bute 
which will be swallowed by the 
sea within decades, a new study 
has warned.

A map produced by academics 
from Glasgow University as 
part of the study shows some 
of the dwellings at risk are also 
in Craobh Haven, Mull, Tiree, 
Islay, Jura, Campbeltown, Loch-
gilphead areas, and on Arran.

Argyll and Bute tops a league 
table of councils in the study 
most vulnerable to coastal ero-
sion with 286 homes considered 
as high risk.

Academics predict infrastruc-
ture worth billions could be 
damaged by erosion in Scotland 
unless urgent action is taken 
to bolster sea defences or make 
society more resilient to climate 
change.

But Dr Jim Hansom, co-author 
of the study, said  the good news 
for Argyll and Bute is that it has 
‘plenty of space’.

‘Argyll and Bute has plenty 
of space for adaptation and 
sustainable solutions that other 
more urban areas do not, so it’s 
a good news story,’ he said.

Argyll and Bute has the space 
for working with nature solutions 
to provide sustainable defences 
instead of using other structural 
solutions such as concrete.

Dr Hansom added: ‘Working 
with nature may involve beach 
feeding with sand and gravels 
to enhance beach volumes, or 
stabilising frontal dunes by 
planting, but a more sustainable 
route may be to move assets and 
communities away from hazard-
ous sites to more sustainable lo-
cations, like rerouting a coastal 
parallel road, say on Tiree, or 
moving houses inland or higher.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

£1m cuts plan for roads decline
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
cost-saving budget proposes a 
‘managed condition decline’ 
in the region’s road network, 
risking ‘increased third party 
damage and injury claims from 
reducing road maintenance’.

According to suggestions be-
ing considered by the full coun-
cil today (Thursday February 
22), as councillors face a £5m to 
£27m funding gap over the next 
three years, officers could com-
bine roads and amenity services 
into a single team.

While BEAR Scotland man-
ages Argyll and Bute’s trunk 
roads, the council’s roads de-
partment looks after 2,300km 
of other roads, pothole repairs, 
and the transport network dur-
ing adverse weather.

Amenity services, meanwhile, 
looks after grass cutting, street 

sweeping, cemetery and war 
memorial maintenance, graffiti 
removal and environmental 
enforcement for dog fouling, 
litter and fly tipping.

While combining the depart-
ments would ‘retain specialisms 
within the different disciplines, 
it will reduce the number of 
technical staff in the area 
teams’. Changes to the staffing 
would save £240,000, while ‘the 
reduction in service delivery’ 
would save £790,000. The 
council says it will ‘have to re-
duce the services [it] provide[s] 
such as roads maintenance and 
winter maintenance’.

According to the officers’ 
analysis, the roads depart-
ment’s reduced workforce and 
deteriorating roads could risk 
‘increased complaints’, ‘struc-
tural failure/collapse of bridges 
and retaining walls’, increased 
disruption for traffic, and ‘a det-
rimental effect on the economy 

through business connectivity 
and tourism’.

More risks listed in the report 
include a ‘reduction in the 
frequency of grass cutting, litter 
picking and sweeping’, ‘untidy 
streets’, and a deterioration of 
the region’s 131 cemeteries.

The changes could also pri-
oritise statutory requirements 
‘over nice to have’ works which 
‘will not be delivered’, and 
‘significantly reduces ability 
for frontline teams resulting in 
inability to meet with elected 
members, community groups 
and the general public’.

A reduction in the workforce 
‘will have an impact on service 
delivery and the services’ re-
silience and ability to respond 
to weather events and other 
emergencies’, and reduce their 
‘ability to react to requests for 
unplanned works, focus[ing] 
only on programmed and 
scheduled works’.

A ‘deterioration to the con-
dition of the roads network 
requiring a managed condition 
decline … may result in addi-
tional weight restrictions being 
introduced and an increased 
risk of disruption to the roads 
network’.

Changes could also cause an 
‘increased risk to the economy 
due to roads infrastructure not 
being available, particularly 
where alternative routes are 
not available or only available 
for certain vehicle types due to 
weight and/or size restrictions’. 
Reducing road maintenance 
also risks ‘increased third party 
damage and injury claims’.

The ‘appearance of the built 
environment’ could also dete-
riorate ‘through a reduction in 
the frequency of grass cutting, 
litter picking and sweeping’.

Meanwhile, Argyll and Bute’s 
MSP Michael Russell has sug-
gested the council ‘dip into their 

reserves to establish a fund 
which can start to deal with the 
“emergency” of potholed roads 
and broken road surfaces which 
is damaging vehicles and has 
the potential to disrupt commu-
nities’.

Mr Russell said: ‘The bulk 
of the local roads are the 
council’s responsibility and I 
have received many complaints 
about those roads. Some, like 
the main – and only – road on 
Jura are in such a dreadful state 
that it is leading to concerns 
from hauliers about the safety 
of using them. Others – like 
the A886 and the A8003, which 
I use on a regular basis – have 
patches where the surface has 
broken up and many potholes.

‘Drivers avoiding these can 
cause traffic accidents and 
essential workers, such as 
carers, are having delays and 
disruptions to the vital work 
they do because of damage 

to their vehicles. Local road 
users must report these prob-
lems to the council whenever 
they experience them because 
only when a pothole has been 
reported and not acted on can 
individuals claim compensation 
for damage.

‘But it would be better if 
the council accepted that the 
current situation constitutes 
an emergency given the severe 
deterioration caused by adverse 
weather. They could then meet 
that emergency by dipping into 
their reserves and establishing 
a fund to take forward urgent 
repairs.

‘The council cannot simply go 
on saying that its current budg-
ets are constrained. They have 
reserves and the reality is that 
such reserves are, in part, about 
putting aside resources for times 
when special circumstances 
require special measures. This 
is one of those times.’

A workman on top of Oban Distillery chimney. 16_T08_distillery02-paintjob

Niall Jordan came to the rescue when a Red Hot Chilli Piper lost his bagpipes.

Red Hot Chilli Pipers frontman 
‘bags’ favour from Oban musicians
TWO Oban musicians piped up 
to save fans’ disappointment at a 
sold-out Red Hot Chilli Pipers 
gig at the weekend.

When the band’s main man, 
Kevin MacDonald, discovered 
his bagpipes were missing just 
two hours before going on 
stage at the Corran Halls on 
Saturday, Alasdair Murray from 
Oban-band Skipinnish and Niall 
Jordan from Oban Pipe Band 
came to the rescue. Without 
their help, the show would still 
have gone on but only with two 
pipers instead of three.

Mr MacDonald, who told 
the story to the crowd, said it 
was ‘lucky’ the pair could help. 
He borrowed a chanter from 
Mr Murray and pipes from Mr 
Jordan.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
pipes are the last thing to be 
checked at soundcheck so it was 
only then that I asked if anyone 
had seen my pipes – turns out 
they’d been left in Dublin, miles 
away!’

Mr MacDonald had missed 
the gig in Ireland because he 
was ill but his bagpies had still 
gone with the rest of the band 
and their equipment and been 
unloaded at the venue.

Due to a mix-up, the bagpipes 
never made it back onto the van, 
he said.

Yesterday (Wednesday), Mr 
MacDonald had to fly out to 
retrieve them and bring them 
home.

‘It will be good to get them 
back but it was very kind of Alas-

dair and Niall to help me out. 
The show would still have gone 
ahead without me but I wouldn’t 
have been able to play and that 
would have been disappointing.’

Mr Jordan, 25, who has played 
in Oban Pipe Band for 11 years, 
said it was about 5.30pm on Sat-
urday when he saw a Facebook 
post asking: ‘Are you in Oban 
Pipe Band and can you help 
out?’

‘I was put in touch with the 
band and I ran down to the halls 
with the pipes. To be honest, 
loaning them out isn’t something 
I’d normally do but as they were 
going into professional hands, I 
had every confidence they would 
be looked after and I’d get them 
back in one piece. I picked them 
up the next morning,’ he said.

Captain Chris Phillips.
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Let’s all help with the big Oban spring clean

Shortcut from Dunollie to seafront is no more

I STARTED this month 
wishing for it to be over and I 
can’t quite believe we only have 
one more week to go, writes 
BID4Oban town ambassador Kay 
McDonald.

We’ve been lucky enough to 
have plenty of snowy, bright 
days and the sight of the snow 
on the hills lit by the sun can’t 
fail to lift your spirits. It’s cer-
tainly helped to make the rainy 
days bearable.

We now have spring to look 
forward to with longer days 
and new growth making us 
think about tidying houses and 
gardens and our surroundings 
in general.

Thanks should go to the fan-
tastic volunteers at Hope Kitch-
en who have beavered away 
keeping the beaches clean all 
winter and the gentleman who 
keeps the verges and pavement 

between Oban and Dunbeg so 
well kept.

I’ve spotted a post on Face-
book by Keep Oban Beautiful, 
who are taking it one step fur-
ther and having an Oban spring 
clean on March 24 and 25, with 
as many people and organisa-
tions as possible taking part.

I know it’s a few weeks away 
but it gives us time to talk to 
friends and family and get 
people organised to tackle their 
own wee area or part of the 
larger community.

All the details are on the Keep 
Oban Beautiful Facebook page 
and I think it’s a great idea. I 
know my own area could cer-
tainly do with a wee spring clean 
and it’s much more fun to tackle 
with other people.

There are quite a few people 
in our community who quietly 
go about their business tidying 

up after the rest of us and I 
personally am very grateful to 
them. They shouldn’t have to do 
it but what a guddle we would be 
in if they didn’t so, to each and 
every one of them, a huge thank 
you.

The photo last week would 

have been easier for those of 
you who attended old Rockfield 
School before it closed or who 
had children there as it was the 
mural on the wall of the back 
playground. This week’s photo 
needs you to keep looking up, 
but don’t trip while you are. 

WHERE IS THIS?

WALKERS in the habit of 
taking a shortcut down the side 
of a children’s nursery to get 
to Oban’s Esplanade are being 
told it is now a no-go zone.

People in the town have long 
used the path leading from the 
back of Corran Halls and Dunol-
lie, through a gateway down 
into the grounds of the former 
Christchurch building, as a quick 
way of getting to the seafront 
but now it has to stop, says Jim 
Frew, who bought the old church 
three years ago and converted it 
into a nursery - investing around 
£400,000 in the project.

He said: ‘This has never been a 
right of way. A house belonging 
to the well-known McCaig 

family used to be on the site 
before the church was built here 
and they would not have wanted 
people cutting through the 
private grounds. Parishioners 
would have used it to get to the 
church but I bought it three 
years ago and this land is now 
part of our childcare facility.

‘Our big priority is to keep 
the children safe. We can’t have 
anybody walking through here. 
We don’t want people using it as 
a short-cut, especially those who 
let their dogs do their business. 
Staff have politely been telling 
people.’

Mr Frew revealed he also has 
plans to build an extension onto 
the back of the nursery to make 

extra space when the Scottish 
Government doubles the 
number of free childcare places 
after 2020. 

It will also add to the 12 jobs 
he created at the nursery, which 
was rated as overall good by the 
Care Inspectorate last October.

The conversion on the grade 
B-listed building took almost 
two years to carry out, including 
replacing 600 tiny squares of 
obscured glass with clear glass 
so the children could enjoy a 
view of Oban.

A gate that Mr Frew reinstat-
ed is kept open during the day 
time for staff and parents’ use 
only and is locked at night.

The Oban Times contacted Mr 

Frew after a letter to the editor 
questioned the nursery’s right 
to ban access.

A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We have no 
evidence that this is a public 
right of way at present so the 
landowner can lock the gate.’

Only if the public sent enough 
evidence to prove they had used 
the path for more than 20 years 
uninterrupted would the matter 
be passed to the council’s legal 
services team to decide if the 
route could be claimed as a 
public right of way.

Access to the town’s sensory 
garden at the front of Rainbow 
Childcare is still open to all, 
from the Esplanade side.

Tea dance shares the 
love for carers centre
A VALENTINE’S tea dance 
has raised £860.50 for North 
Argyll Carers Centre.

More than 120 people turned 
up to the event organised by 
Oban Inner Wheel at Glencruit-
ten Church Hall to support the 
cause.

Entertainment was provided 
by The Boogies singers and 
The Re-searchers band who got 
people up on the dance floor.

North Argyll Carers Centre, in 
Oban’s Albany Street, was cho-
sen by Inner Wheel chairman 
Liz Crawford as her charity of 
the year.

Inner Wheel members sup-
plied the cakes, treats and the 
table service, dressing up in 

pinnies and hats on loan on Sat-
urday from Spotlight Musical 
Theatre Group.

Mrs Crawford said: ‘There’s 
so many lovely coffee shops in 
Oban now that we needed to do 
something a bit different so came 
up with the idea of a Valentine’s 
themed tea dance. It’s our big-
gest fundraiser. The response 
has been fantastic, and it’s been 
lovely to see so many people 
come and enjoy themselves.

‘We are very grateful to 
everyone who has helped make 
it such a success, especially the 
entertainers.’

The next Inner Wheel fund-
raiser will be a strawberry tea in 
Taynuilt in June.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Numbers of people using 
New Hope Kitchen double

VOLUNTEERS at Oban’s New 
Hope project gave up more than 
260 hours of free time to help the 
charity last month.

The total, which was spread 
over just 21 days in January, was 
announced at the annual general 
meeting on February 15.

The meeting was just two 
members short of the 15 people it 
needed to be able to make any de-
cisions or take votes on the night, 
which means an extraordinary 
meeting will have to be called at 
a later date.

Chairman Stuart Chalmers told 
the meeting the number of people 
using the drop-in centre, since it 
moved to its new bigger premises 
on Soroba Road, had doubled in 
those six months.

‘This is a place of safety and 
refuge for our service users who 
have made this their home from 
home. We have only had very pos-
itive responses,’ he said, thanking 
everyone who helped.

He also described the project’s 
army of  volunteers as its ‘most 
valuable assets’.

The meeting heard that latest 
accounts showed £94,000 had 
been carried forward from last 
year but, despite funds being in-

hand, they were largely already 
allocated with just the minimum 
being spent on administration 
and any legal fees.

Mr Chalmers said: ‘We are 
quite healthy but we have to keep 
on submitting grant bids. We have 
been successful in the past and I 
don’t see why that won’t keep 
going.’

Recent dionations from the 
public included a £500 gift from 
a Hogmanay party and £100 for a 
funeral collection.

‘People always seem to have 
us in their thoughts,’ said centre 
manager Lorraine MacCormick.

She reported the centre  was 
now open five days a week and 
‘would love’ to open at nights 
for dinners but just did not have 
enough staff. Opening on a 
Saturday was also on a wish-list 
but more funding would also be 
needed for that to happen.

‘We all need a little bit of hope 
in our lives,’ she said.

A new jobs club at Hope Kitch-
en has also helped more than 30 
people so far, the meeting heard.

And details of a music night, 
crafting sessions and even a cat 
cafe were given as just some of 
the other latest user-led activ-
ities that had been introduced 
at the centre in the past months, 
said Lorraine.

OBAN Communities Trust is to be the 
first organisation in the Oban area to 
offer people the opportunity to buy 
community shares in the Rockfield 
Centre.

This is an exciting new way of enabling 
everyone in the community to invest in 
the centre to make it their own.

Community shares specifically attract 
investment in projects which benefit 
local communities and the scheme for 
the Rockfield Centre will be launched 
in May.

With the enormous support of every-
one in the community, Oban Commu-
nities Trust (OCT) is now in a position 
to start restoration and development of 
the main building. And the trust is em-
barking on an innovative ‘first’ to raise 
the final tranche of money needed.

‘When we managed to buy the school 
for the community we didn’t know how 
we could raise the £2.6 million needed 
to restore it,’ said Gordon McNab, 
chairman of OCT.

‘Two and a half years on from that 
first meeting to see what the communi-
ty wanted to do with the former school, 
we have secured the bulk of the money 
from grants, enjoyed widespread com-
munity support for the development, 

and are now on looking to raise the fi-
nal funds by selling community shares.’

Oban Communities Trust has set it-
self up as a Community Benefit Society 
which means it can issue ‘withdrawable 
shares’. Community shares are a form 
of social investment, all about support-

ing the social purpose of a community 
project. Community shares cannot be 
transferred but can be withdrawn in the 
future.

Gordon explained: ‘The value of the 
shares is fixed but Oban Communities 
Trust aims to pay interest on your 

investment after three years and gain 
assurance in advance from HMRC that 
investors will be able to apply for tax 
relief too. It’s a win-win situation.’

Eleanor MacKinnon, project facilita-
tor at the Rockfield Centre, said: ‘We 
all have a wonderful opportunity now 
to show our continuing support for 
this exciting project by buying some 
community shares and ensuring the 
work on the main building starts this 
autumn.

‘The Rockfield Centre is already the 
hub of the community providing cul-
tural activities and events, a place for 
celebrating our history and heritage, 
offering learning opportunities for all 
ages, and being a focus for a range of 
community groups and activities which 
will benefit our communities for years 
to come.’

As the trust builds up to the launch 
of the share offer in May, more infor-
mation will be available on how people 
can invest in community shares. In the 
meantime, visit the Rockfield Centre 
website at www.therockfieldcentre.org.
uk and register your interest in being 
kept up to date about the share offer, 
or contact Eleanor MacKinnon on 
Eleanor@therockfieldcentre.org.uk

Community shares in Rock� eld Centre are a � rst for Oban

Knitters 
invite new 
members 
to drop in

Mhairi Ross, Gordon McNab and Caroline Boswell outside the Rock� eld Centre 
main building promote the community shares. 

has been donated to us then 
sell them to raise funds for 
New Hope, when there are any 
charity events.

‘People can make things of 
their own here as well. It’s an 
afternoon where we can get to-
gether, make things and share 
ideas – it’s more of a Wednes-
day blether. If anyone gets 
stuck there’s always someone 

here to help them out,’ said Ms 
Daly.

Barabara Buchan, who 
moved from Devon to Oban 
16 years go, is a regular at the 
group. She said: ‘It’s the com-
pany and the friendship that I 
enjoy.’

And a new event called an 
evening blether starts on Tues-
day March 6 from 7pm to 9pm.

A CLOSE-‘KNIT’ group  says 
its weekly ‘meet and make’ 
sessions in Oban are open to all.

So far there are only women 
turning up at Oban’s New 
Hope centre on a Wednesday 
afternoon to knit, crochet and 
craft, but more men would be 
welcome.

‘Men would be welcome – 
absolutely. It’s such a relaxing 
thing to do and we all need that 
bit of therapy – men or women,’ 
said Ada Daly, who helped 
set up the group, which is still 
deciding on a name for itself.

Lots of balls of wool have 
been handed in but the group 
still needs donations of nee-
dles to keep clicking.

‘One of the ideas is for us to 
make things out of wool that 

Jennifer Radcli� e and Barbara Buchan join in the weekly meet 
and make session at the New Hope centre. 16_T08_wool ladies_New Hope

The tea dance at Glencruitten Church Hall raised more than £800 
for North Argyll carers centre. 16_T08_Glencruitten tea dance02_valentines

The Boogies provided entertainment at the tea dance.

Stuart runs marathon 
in memory of mum 
AN OBAN man is set to run the 
Edinburgh marathon to raise 
money for the Macmillan Day 
Care Cancer Unit in memory of 
his mum, Janice.

Stuart Alexander has already 
raised £1,130 for the unit that 
made a ‘massive difference’ to 
his mum’s life.

The 21-year-old said: ‘I have 
decided to run the Edinburgh 
marathon on May 27 to raise 
money for the Macmillan Day 
Care Cancer Unit at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

‘My mum sadly passed away 
in November of last year after 
a long battle with cancer. The 
Macmillan Day Care Unit 

provided my mum with constant 
support over the last few years, 
offering help and making a 
massive difference to her life.

‘She deeply appreciated their 
work and spoke very highly of the 
nurses and the care and attention 
they provided. The last few 
months were particularly difficult 
for our family and the assistance 
from the day care unit was inval-
uable. This is a great service for 
people and families affected by 
cancer within Oban and the sur-
rounding area. It is a great cause, 
and support of any amount would 
be greatly appreciated.’

Go to www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/stuart-alexander5
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A conservatory – limitless 
possibilities for an extra 
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From concept to completion , 
Cairngorm makes it happen.
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Joint initiative to 
help young drivers

MP visits Fusion 
Marine new home

Creative writing 
contest launched

Band fundraiser 
for Nancy Glen

POLICE in Oban, in conjunction 
with the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS), is launching a new 
driver early intervention scheme.

This takes place  on Saturday 
March 3 from noon to 2pm at 
Oban � re station and is open 
to all young drivers and learner 
drivers aged between 17 and 24.

A hard-hitting presentation 
from Police Scotland will aim to 
educate young drivers  about 
speed and road safety. The 
SFRS will then hold a practical 
demonstration about extraction 
techniques used on vehicles 
involved in road tra�  c collisions.

Anyone who wishes to attend 
should contact Oban police of-
� ce or email their name, address 
and contact number to Oban-
SouthTheIslesCPT@Scotland.
pnn.police.uk.

ARGYLLSHARE,  a not-for-
pro� t group that aims to 
raise awareness about rural 
homelessness, is calling for 
entries to its creative writing 
competition.

Budding authors are 
being urged to write about 
rural homelessness and chal-
lenge  negative perceptions 
about people who experience 
rural homelessness. 

Submissions are wel-
come now but the closing date 
is Easter.  Email entries to  sha-
ron@argyllshare.co.uk

ARGYLL and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara last week saw the eco-
nomic importance of aquacul-
ture supply chain companies to 
Scotland’s West Coast economy 
when he visited Fusion Marine’s 
new o�  ce premises near Oban.

Employing 18 people locally, 
Fusion Marine has secured many 
signi� cant orders in recent years 
from Scottish salmon companies 
to supply � sh farm pens and 
associated equipment, which are 
constructed at its manufacturing 
base at Barcaldine.

Recently, Fusion Marine moved 
its administration facility into 
new modern o�  ce premises at 
Malin House at the European 
Marine Science Park in Dunsta� -
nage, enabling the company to 
bene� t from the synergies creat-
ed by being part of the cluster of 
scienti� c expertise based there.

OBAN Pipe Band and commit-
tee members are holding a 
soup lunch and ra�  e on Sat-
urday February 24 in the Pipe 
Band Hall in Shore Street.

If anyone feels they can 
support this cause, please go 
along between 11am and 2pm.

Soup, tea, co� ee and 
home-baking will be on o� er, 
along with the opportunity to 
make a donation.  All money 
will go to the Tarbert fund.

Buy-out bid for stone skimming quarry Councillors to vote on cuts and fee hikes
ISLANDERS on Easdale are 
hoping funders will give them 
£10,000 so a community buy-out 
of the World Stone Skimming 
Championships quarry can go 
ahead.

A decision from charity Scottish 
Land Fund is expected by May, 
according to Eilean Eisdeal 
chairman Duncan Smallman.

Each year, hundreds of people 
trot across the globe to take part 
in the skimming event, which last 
year was won by Keisuke Hashi-
moto from Japan.

‘We are going through the pro-
cess to try to purchase the stone 
skimming quarry. We finally got 
agreement from the landowner 
that he was willing to sell and we 
consulted with people on Easdale 
that they were happy for us to go 
ahead with it,’ said Mr Smallman.

The funding application is in 

two phases and, after a successful 
first stage, Eilean Eisdeal has 
now moved onto the second part, 
he confirmed. Mr Smallman 
added: ‘The submission will be 
in March and then there will be a 
decision in May.

‘If we get the funding it will save 
us about £1,000 a year, possibly 
more. We’ve been charged for 
using the quarry over the past 
few years. It’s been a challenge 
since then and it didn’t exactly 
chime with supporting an island 
community but we are pleased 
they have agreed to sell to us.’

Eilean Eisdale had the quarry 
valued and Mr Smallman said 
the £10,000 price tag presented 
to them was ‘bang on the cuff’ 
of what was potentially available 
for the project from the Scottish 
Land Fund.

Planning for the 2018 World 

Stone Skimming Championships 
has already started and includes 
organising the pre-skim bash 
gig and work on developing an 
online register which will move 
the event into the ‘digital age’, 
said Mr Smallman. ‘It will help 
with the registration process. It 
doesn’t mean we will be increas-
ing the numbers though – the 
limit is still 350 people to take 
part.’

The rules are that stones must 
be no more than three inches in 
diameter and formed of Easdale 
slate. To qualify, the stone must 
hit the water three times and sink 
within the designated lane, with 
skims judged on the distance 
thrown, not a number of bounces.

This year’s championships will 
be on Sunday September 23. To 
find out more go to www.stone-
skimming.com.

SWEEPING budget savings, 
which councillors will vote on 
today, could lead to an increase 
in disease outbreaks, reduced 
consumer protection and debt 
counselling, and could increase a 
fee by 520 per cent, according to a 
council report.

Argyll and Bute Council decides 
today (Thursday February 22) 
whether to adopt a new budget, 
which includes savings totalling 
£5,673,100 over 2018-21, and also 
cutting 36 jobs.

‘Service redesigns’ across de-
partments strive to reduce costs, 
as well as increase charges to 
maximise income generation, and 
‘stop doing work that is not a duty 
of a council’.

Staff reductions in Trading 
Standards would save £80,000 
over three years, but also pose ‘a 
higher risk to consumer protec-

tion and greater level of non-com-
pliance in [the] business sector’.

Funding would be reduced to 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
‘with the introduction of in-kind 
support to offset these savings’. 
But, the report warns, ‘removing/
reducing our capacity to under-
take debt counselling will reduce 
services to the vulnerable and, 
although they will have access to 
services through advice agencies 
or private contractors, these may 
be less accessible or may incur 
fees’.

More car parking charges would 
be introduced where demand is 
high, at £1 per hour off-street and 
£1.20 per hour on-street. The 39 
council-owned piers and harbours 
could also see an above-inflation 
rise in fees.

Food export certificates could 
also jump 520 per cent from 

£17.50 to £91: ‘The council’s fee 
is the lowest in Scotland at £17.50 
per certificate and does not recov-
er our costs and diverts resources 
from other planned statutory 
work.

‘The proposed increase of 
£73.50 per certificate is not signif-
icant against the market value of 
the consignments (predominantly 
salmon, whisky, shellfish) which 
are being exported.’

Officers identified a ‘repu-
tational risk of the council not 
being considered to be business 
friendly’.

The council could also reduce 
the £737,000 budget for its three 
airports in Oban, Coll and Tiree 
when a fixed sum contract is 
tendered, dropping over three 
years from £667,000 to £597,000 
to £527,000, providing a ‘level of 
timetable that could be afforded’.

longer have anywhere in the town to play. We 
have to arrange a practice first and a place to 
do it – usually about 100 miles away. The Win-
ter Olympics has done its bit to raise curling’s 
profile so that might stir up a bit of interest,’ said 
Mr Inglis.

Curling began in Scotland some time in the 
16th century, and one of Oban’s earliest curling 
sites was the car park at McCaig’s tower. Another 
curling pond was at Pulpit Hill, where the land is 
still owned by the club.

Mr Inglis said Oban secured a winning margin 

of nine shots to five in what he described as ‘a 
keenly contested match’, leading his team to 
the  2018 province championship title.

Anyone interested in finding out more about 
Oban Curling Club should contact Mr Inglis by 
emailing him at fraserf1@btinternet.com.

Curling club ends 
55-year wait to 
win Argyll title
OBAN Curling Club has ended a 55-year wait 
to be named Argyll Province Champions, writes 
Kathie Griffi ths.

The last time the 176-year-old club held the 
title was in 1963 and the club is now hoping its 
success and the buzz from this year’s Winter 
Olympics might give a boost to its current mem-
bership of just six.

David Howie was skip of the Oban team and the 
other players were Fraser Inglis, Jack Tollan and 
Walter Speirs when they faced defending Argyll 
Province champions Millport in last month’s 
final at Braehead Ice Rink in Renfrewshire.

The team will now have to wait until a pres-
entation night in March in Greenock to get their 
hands on the trophy, but a few more weeks will 
make little difference after more than half a 
century, said Mr Inglis.

Oban no longer has a curling rink of its own 
so the dedicated team regularly travels a 200-
mile round trip to ice rinks nearer Glasgow to 
practice and play in matches with Paisley-based 
Old Grammarians.

‘We’ve got to thank the Old Grammarians 
for  giving us more chance to play – it definitely 
helped us in the final and was another reason for 
us winning.

‘It’s a day out when we go to Glasgow, so that’s 
dedication, but we’d welcome new members. 
Unfortunately, we can’t just invite people to pop 
down into the town to try it out because we no 

We are the champions – Oban Curling Club wins Argyll Province Championships. 16_T08_Oban Curling Team_champions

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Pensioner builds bins barricade
AN OBAN pensioner has taken 
a stand against workmen parking 
vans outside his home by creating a 
barricade out of wheelie bins.

Angus McPhee, who lives in Lynn 
Gardens, was sick of people working 
at the new Oban High School using 
his residential area as a car park.

The 69-year-old says vans are 
hindering emergency services from 
quickly reaching vulnerable people 
in the community.

So, armed with a flask of tea, the 
Colonsay man went outside at just 
after 6am on Tuesday and obstruct-
ed the entrance to Lynn Gardens 
with three green wheelie bins.

Angus, who dubs himself Victor 
Meldrew, then manned the area un-
til after 8am and stopped around 15 
vans from entering.

Speaking to The Oban Times, An-
gus said: ‘It just needs one person 
to stand up. They have all driven by 
and looked at me, but not one has 
come in.’

However, one person he does 
want to enter is the site manager. 
He said: ‘I would like to invite the 
site manager round and show him 
the problems and where the other 
car parks are – and if someone from 
the council wants to come, they are 
welcome.

‘We don’t want this. I don’t want 
to be out of bed at 6 o’clock in the 
morning. We don’t want trouble, 

but they don’t need to park in here, 
especially when they have alterna-
tive parking

‘A lot of cars came in yesterday 
for a couple of hours and we don’t 
mind that, but 12 hours is a long 
time.

‘It’s such a beautiful morning as 
well. But this worries us because, as 
the weather gets better, people will 
be here longer and longer.’

Looking at the empty spaces 
behind him, Angus said: ‘Just look 
at it. It’s the way it should be.

‘People can get in to visit us – doc-
tors, nurses and friends and family. 

‘My daughter came up the other 
week and she could not get in. This 
has been going on for months.

‘That’s about 15 I have stopped. 

That would mean the whole car 
park would be full.’

Councillor for Oban South and 
the Isles Jim Lynch said: ‘I can un-
derstand his frustration. I am happy 
to speak to the workers and come to 
a settlement, as I did before with a 
similar situation.

‘We need to take into account what 
the man is saying. I sympathise with 
him and I assume he is not alone. 
So, rather than getting into bother, 
I am happy to speak to him to see if 
we can come to a nice conclusion.’

A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We passed this 
on to our contractors and they con-
firmed that they have spoken with 
their sub-contractors about this, 
and do so on a regular basis.’

Angus MacPhee used wheelie bins to stop vans 
parking at  his home. 17_T08_AngusMacPhee01_work vans parking
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their experiences, nurturing their skills and talents in a positive, 

supportive environment that welcomes young people, boarders and 
day alike, from the UK and all over the world.
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Strathallan is a place of excellence and 
opportunity for all. For more than 100 
years, we’ve been an open and progressive 
school with a strong sense of community. 
We welcome pupils from all cultures and 
backgrounds, celebrating the diversity 
that makes up the rich tapestry of 
Strathallan life.
At Strathallan, our levels of participation 
in sport are extremely high in every year 
because we believe everyone should 
have the chance to play in a school team. 
Whether it’s rugby or hockey, tennis or 
fencing, we help our students discover 
their abilities. Our excellent facilities 
and experienced coaches combine to 
create an enhanced sporting programme 
for every level, from beginner to 
international athlete. 
Performance plays a major part in life 
here at Strathallan, and we are constantly 
encouraging students to expand their 
horizons and open their minds to a 
world of creativity. Over 50 per cent of 
students play a musical instrument, and 
with more than 25 ensembles and lots of 
performance opportunities, from drama 
and musical theatre to informal concerts, 
every student has the chance to discover 
their own particular passion.
In our Middle School, Riley, pupils have 
dedicated primary teachers and subject 
specialists from the senior part of the 
school, meaning academic skills develop 
from an early age. � ere’s a huge range 
of facilities available, and the chance 

to try out new things, which we highly 
recommend. 
At Strathallan, we are committed to 
recognising and rewarding tremendous 
talent from across the globe. � at’s why, 
every year, we o� er a limited number 
of prestigious scholarships across 
academics, sports and the arts. Successful 
candidates who demonstrate a high-
level of achievement and potential will 
be honoured with a place and awarded 
a remission on fees. We also o� er a 
number of means-tested bursaries giving 
every talented child the opportunity to 
access our education.

Interested in being part of our world? 
For more information contact 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk or call 
01738 815003.

Welcome to our world
ADVERTORIAL
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ARDCHATTAN residents hope to secure funding to 
install a third and ‘hopefully a fourth’ defibrillator in the 
community.

Speaking at the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Community 
Planning Group, chairwoman Margaret Adams said: 
‘Ardchattan has had its second defibrillator installed. 
Argyll Community Housing Association was very kind 
to put it up.’

OBAN teenager Megan 
Evans needs £6,000 to 
fund a gap year teaching 
in Chile.

The 18-year-old from 
Oban has just six months 
left to raise the funds for 
the trip that will see her 
volunteering as an English 
teacher with Belén Educa, 
an organisation working 
in schools in economically 
deprived areas.

Megan, a student at 
Argyll College, signed up 
for the adventure through 
Isle of Coll-based educa-
tion charity Project Trust 
and will spend 12 months 
in either Valparaiso or 
Santiago.

A Valentine’s hamper 
raffle, drawn at the Royal 
Bank of Scotland where 
her mum Marion works, 
made £185. So far she has 
raised about £900 and is 
hoping a quiz night at the 
Masonic Lodge in Albany 
Street tomorrow (Friday 
February 23) at 7.30pm 

will also give her fundrais-
ing mission a boost. She is 
writing to businesses and 
charitable trusts in search 
of sponsorship too.

Megan, who once visited 
New York with Oban Pipe 
Band, will have some free 
time to go exploring dur-
ing her year away. Possible 
adventures could include 
hiking in the Torres Del 
Paine National Park in 
mountainous Patagonia, 
seeing millions of stars 
above the desert of San 
Pedro de Atacama and 
climbing a volcano on 
Pucon.

‘I think I’d make a good 
teacher,’ said Megan, ‘and 
this time in Chile will put 
that to the test. If I’m right, 
then that’s something I’ll 
pursue as a career. I’d also 
like to come home speak-
ing fluent Spanish.’

To make a donation go 
online to Virgin Money 
Giving and search Megan’s 
Year In Chile.

Megan Evans with the Valentine’s hamper she ra�  ed 
o�  to help pay for a volunteering trip to Chile later 

this year. 16_T08_Megan Evans_Chile trip

A TEAM of young envi-
ronmentalists from Taynuilt 
Primary School visited 
SAMS to get advice on how 
to help address the problem 
of plastic pollution in the 
world’s oceans.

The school’s eco com-
mittee is comprised of 
students representing each 
year group and has been 
tasked with promoting an 
environmentally friendly 
ethos at the school. They 
have so far helped to grow 
fruit and vegetables for the 
school canteen, built an ‘in-
sect hotel’ in the playground 
and raised money to buy all 
74 pupils a re-useable water 
bottle.

Ahead of British Science 
Week, March 9 to 18, the 

Oban teenager raising 
cash for Chile work 

Taynuilt Primary School’s eco committee quizzed researchers from SAMS about marine plastics during a visit to the 
research institute’s Ocean Explorer Centre.

committee is turning its 
attention to plastic and aims 
to make the school free 
from plastic straws.

The pupils visited SAMS’s 
Ocean Explorer Centre last 
Friday and sought advice 
from deep sea ecologist Dr 
Bhavani Narayanaswamy, 
PhD students Winnie 
Courtene-Jones and Lola 
Paradinas, and undergradu-
ate Solene Giraudeau, who 
all research the effects of 
plastic in the marine envi-
ronment.

Dr Narayanaswamy said: 
‘The Scottish Government 
has a clear intention to im-
prove the uptake of STEM 

subjects through the Cur-
riculum for Excellence and 
it is important to engage 
pupils in science as early as 
possible.

‘I think this is a fantastic 
group of pupils, who all have 
really bright ideas about 
making their school more 
environmentally friendly.

‘They have now heard 
from scientists working on 
marine plastics and I hope 
that gives them confidence 
to tell their fellow pupils 
and their mums and dads 
that they shouldn’t use plas-
tic straws and to look for 
alternatives, where possible, 
instead of using disposable 
plastics.’

The eco committee also 
has plans to have brightly-

coloured recycling bins 
at the school to appeal to 
younger school pupils.

Teacher Jenny Love, a 
former secondary school 
science teacher, said: ‘The 
idea behind the visit to 
SAMS was to get ideas for 
events we can run during 
British Science Week and it 
has been great to hear about 
the research being done.

‘The ideas for our own 
research all come from the 
pupils. 

‘They get ideas from 
what’s happening in the 
news or from environmen-
tal issues we’ve discussed 
in class. That way, they are 
the leaders of what they do, 
rather than just being told 
what to do.’

PUPILS from St Bride’s 
Primary School, Balla-
chulish, have thanked 
Specsavers in Oban for  
providing them with new 

hi-viz jackets. Brenda 
Middleton, a pupil support 
assistant, said: ‘They are a 
very welcome addition in 
these dark, winter days.’

THREE rural bus services serving Tyndrum, Balfron 
and Stirling residents have been extended until August 
this year.

Funded by Stirling Council to improve transport links 
for people living in rural areas, the services, which were 
introduced in December, will now run until Saturday 
August 18.

A shopping bus runs on the first and third Saturday 
of the month from Tyndrum to Stirling city centre and 
Springkerse retail park.

A bus departs from Balfron at 6.20pm on Fridays and 
Saturdays, enabling Balfron, Buchlyvie, Arnprior, Kip-
pen and Gargunnock residents to access evening leisure 
activities in Stirling. A return bus leaves at 10.45pm.

Another service leaves Stirling at 11.02pm on Fridays 
and Saturdays, taking residents of Deanston, Doune and 
Callander home after an evening of leisure in Stirling.

The services will be carefully monitored and evaluated 
to make sure they are meeting community needs and, 
if well used, it is hoped they will be sustainable for the 
future.

AT ITS meeting on February 5, Strathfillan Community 
Council heard 31 calls had been made to police in the 
previous month.

There were 10 roads-related calls, five on weather, five 
regarding accidents because of weather, one theft and 
one mountain rescue.

Police Constable Alasdair Murray said: ‘The disparity 
in the total is duplicate calls regarding same incident.

‘Very busy as you can see, with weather-related calls 
and road accidents due to cars sliding into ditches. I 
started shifts early because of adverse conditions.

‘Snow gates were closed due to a three-vehicle road 
accident at the ski centre and gritters and ploughs stuck 
in tailbacks and snow. Glencoe Mountain Rescue Team 
was called out to assist in the heavy drifting snow

‘The one theft call was a misunderstanding and the 
situation has been resolved.

‘As a wildlife crime officer, I attended the Killin water 
bailiff training meeting along with Alan, Colin and 
James, and also attended the police, ambulance and fire 
service Safe Drive, Stay Alive event at the MacRobert 
Centre in Stirling.’

AN ELECTION will take place for eight directors to 
serve on the Western Isles Development Trust.

Two directors will each be elected for Barra, Uist, 
Harris and Lewis.

Nomination forms are available from the Western Isles 
Development Trust website or email elections@cne-siar.
gov.uk. Alternatively, forms can be collected from the 
council offices in any of the four areas.

A director may be either an individual or a corporate 
body. To be eligible to serve as a director, an individual 
must be a resident in the area to which they are seeking 
election or, in the case of a corporate body, have a pres-
ence in the area to which election is sought.

The deadline for receipt of nominations is 4pm on 
Monday February 26.

A KILNINVER Primary School janitor has raised £554 
by doing a sponsored clean up in a Cookie Monster 
onesie.

Lee McKillop and three friends – Matt Mckay, Iain 
Carmichael and Maggie Clayton – took part in the tidy 
up from Soroba Road end to Ariogan Farmhouse.

It took the team of four around three hours to com-
plete their task and they collected 26 bin bags of rubbish.

Lee is raising money for the Sophie North Charitable 
Trust, which commemorates the Dunblane massacre 21 
years ago.

To honour Sophie’s memory, her father Mick North set 
up the trust in 2004 which makes three donations a year 
to charity.

OBAN Art Society held its annual supper party in the 
Lorn Resource Centre earlier this month.

The theme of this year’s competition was ‘Scottish 
Weather’, with Robert Clarke winning the prestigious 
title. His painting showed an umbrella-wielding figure 
being soaked by rain. Members brought a ‘tasty’ and 
varied buffet, with music and poetry provided by Philip 
Coyle and friends.

Ardchattan

Tyndrum

Strath� llan

Oban

Pupils from St Bride’s Primary School, Ballachulish, wearing their new hi-viz jackets which were provided by 
Specsavers in Oban. 

Still waiting to hear from 
roads minister
WE REPORT elsewhere in this week’s edition 
that the A85 is now considered one of the 
safer roads in Scotland, having previously been 
classed as one of the most dangerous.

As regular readers of The Oban Times will 
know, we have campaigned hard for more than 
a year to improve safety on the A85, especially 
on the stretch between Oban and Connel.

One of the principal points of the campaign 
was our petition demanding action to halt the 
appalling number of serious and fatal accidents 
on the route.

The petition attracted almost 300 signatures 
and was presented to Scottish Government 
Transport Minister Humza Yousaf by me in 
October last year.

At the time Mr Yousaf said: ‘We have a num-
ber of reports being prepared at the moment 
and I will look into them when they are ready, 
but there are no overnight solutions.

‘I was looking at the possibility of double 
white lines and that is not an unreasonable re-
quest which I will give serious consideration to.

‘And we are having speed reduction surveys 
done which are taking place right now and they 
will report back to me before the end of the 
financial year next year.

‘But even before that, I should be able to get 
draft initial assessments of what the impact 
might be. When you reduce speed limits there 
is absolutely a potential safety positive.’

Despite his pledge to get back to me, I have 
heard nothing further from Mr Yousaf. I 
emailed him in December and was rewarded 
with a bland statement from one of his staff 
to the effect that road safety is of ‘paramount 
importance’ and that he was still examining 
the issue.

I emailed Mr Yousaf again last week (on 
Thursday) and will keep the pressure on.

I, for one, still think the campaign’s three 
goals - double white lines between Oban and 
Connel, a reduction in the speed limit to 50mph 
on that stretch and the creation of a lay-by for 
buses to stop at Pennyfuir cemetery - are easily 
achievable and will make a major difference to 
road safety on the A85.

If and when Mr Yousaf responds to my latest 
email, I’ll let you know.

Council has no place in 
commercial competition
WHEN are a local authority’s activities unac-
ceptable?

We published a story last week about Argyll 
and Bute Council broadening its commercial 
printing business, which has angered a number 
of companies already operating in that sector.

I have to make it clear the parent company of 
The Oban Times is one of them. Wyvex Media 
also owns Krisp Print, a commercial printing 
company based in Campbeltown.

But there are also a number of other printing 

firms across Argyll and Bute which feel let 
down by the council and fear it will undercut 
their tariffs to take away business.

Which takes me back to the original ques-
tion: when are a local authority’s activities 
unacceptable?

Should a council be engaged in commercial 
activity at all? After all, companies that are 
undercut by the local authority risk losing 
business with the consequent laying off of staff 
or, at worst, firms going to the wall.

That would then have a knock-on effect on 
the council of losing a contributor of business 
rates - never mind people losing their liveli-
hoods and being put out of work.

I’m not scaremongering or suggesting for a 
second that Wyvex Media is in that position, 
but some of the smaller enterprises may well 
be. I think Argyll and Bute Council should 
avoid altogether being in competition with its 
own council tax and business ratepayers.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4 HB.

Pennyfuir Cemetery, Oban. 

Primary pupils welcome 
hi-viz jacket donation

Youngsters tackle plastic pollution 

Islay
MORE than 70 youngsters took part in this year’s ‘very 
popular’ Fèis Oigridh.

The three-day festival, which celebrates all things 
Gaelic, was held at Islay High School. It saw participants 
getting involved in musical workshops, with 35 of the 
youngest participants taking over the gym hall.

Some tutors travelled from the mainland to teach 
the children, with others – Ciara MacTaggart, Neil 
Kirkpatrick, Isobel Ferguson, Mairi MacGillivray and 
Simon Moran – hailing from the island. Also on hand 
to help out were Islay’s new Gaelic teachers, Ciorstaidh 
Alexander and Clair Reid.
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Hare-raising tales of intriguing species
HARES, which have long fas-
cinated and delighted all those 
lucky enough to see them, are 
not as common in Argyll as 
they used to be.

The sight of them leaping 
in the air and looking for all 
the world like champion boxers 
in a ring, is one of the most 
intriguing signs of spring.

‘Mad as a March hare’ is an 
expression that has been in use 
for centuries. Hares are an ex-
tremely ancient species. Fossil 
records show their ancestors 
were around at the time of the 
dinosaurs but, from the late 
19th century, their numbers 
began to decrease by as much 
as 80 per cent. For example, on 
the Kintyre peninsula during 
the early 1930s, daily bags of 
1,000 were the rule rather than 
the exception until the hard 
winter of 1945 accounted for 
many deaths from which they 
never fully recovered.

In England and southern 
Scotland, the dominant species 
was, and still is, the brown 
hare (Lepus europaeus), which 
differs from the smaller blue or 
alpine species (Lepus timidus 
scoticus) that turn white in 
winter and are an indigenous 
member of the mainland High-
land fauna.

The home of a hare is known 
as a form and their young are 
called leverets. Hares live above 
ground and in open country, 
usually hiding in long grass or 
heather to escape predators, but 
once disturbed rely on outrun-
ning their enemies. They can 
reach speeds of up to 45 miles 
an hour, making them Britain’s 
fastest land animal, and can 
jump sideways and even back-
wards over hedges to escape.

Unlike many smaller British 
mammals, they do not hiber-
nate or store fat so they need 
a constant food supply. They 
are herbivorous and eat a 
variety of grasses, herbs, twigs 
and bark.

Hares have always had some 
form of protection in Scotland, 
not just because they were a 
source of food, but for coursing. 
In 1401, an Act of Parliament 

banned anyone hunting them 
when there was snow on the 
ground. Today it is an offence 
under the amended Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981, 
to intentionally or recklessly 
kill, injure or take a mountain 
or brown hare without a 
licence. These are granted in 
Scotland by Scottish Natural 
Heritage, for specific purposes 
including the spread of disease, 
serious damage - eg to forestry 
interests and social and eco-
nomic or environmental pur-
poses. The closed season dates 
for brown hares, are February 1 
to September 30 and mountain 
hares, March 1 to July 31.

Folklore and tradition are full 

of references to hares. They 
were hated by fishermen and 
the word was not to be used at 
sea, at least in the north-east 
of Scotland. A hare crossing 
one’s path was considered so 
unlucky that when it happened 
the journey would have to be 
abandoned.

Seeing a hare dancing around 
on a moor in the evening was a 
sure sign of rain: ‘His frisking 
was at evening hours, for then 
he lost his fear, but most before 
the approaching showers, or 
when a storm drew near.’

The Gaelic for hare was Miol 
maighe – ‘beast of the plain’, 
or Gearr-fiadh – ‘short deer’ - 
(Maclennan).

Hares often feature in old 
estate game books and sale 
particulars. 

They were largely of the 
brown variety imported from 
the south to provide sport 

when other game was scarce. 
When Glencripesdale Estate 
in Morvern was put up for sale 
in 1904 by the Newtons from 
Warwickshire, the sales agent 
gushingly described them as 

being ‘in abundance’. Hares 
were especially numerous in 
Glen Liddesdale and above 
Lurga in the Black Glen on 
the same estate, where bags of 
many hundred are mentioned 
in The Oban Times during the 
1870s. Now there are none.

The only mountain hare I 
have seen in Morvern was on a 
February day in the early 1960s 
on Beinn Chlaonleud, a long, 
elongated ridge between the 
Black and White glens.

Alan Kennedy, who factors 
Ardtornish estate, tells me he 
saw a mountain hare on the 
summit of Beinn Mheadhoin 
(2,406ft) above Kingairloch in 
the summer of 2010.

Obviously white hares are 
not extinct yet but, with fewer 
shepherds and stalkers walking 
the Morvern hill tops these 
days, sightings will become 
even rarer.

As there are few rabbits 
and other small mammals in 
Morvern now, golden eagles fly 
over the sound to the island of 
Mull to hunt hares to feed their 
young – no mean feat given a 
four-mile return flight carrying 
the weight of three standard 
bags of granulated sugar.

Thanks to two 19th-century 
naturalists and ornithologists, 
John Alexander Harvie-Brown 
and Thomas Buckley, a good 
deal is known about hares in 
Argyll. 

By sifting through the old and 
new statistical accounts and 
consulting local naturalists, 
gamekeepers and land owners, 
these men put together a re-
markable book, A Vertebrate 
Fauna of Argyll and the Inner 
Hebrides (Edinburgh 1892), in 
which they trace the arrival and 
spread of a number of different 
species.

According to this source, no 
brown hares were seen in the 
parishes of Appin and Ard-
chattan before 1771 although 
they were plentiful around 
Inveraray, Muckairn, Kilmar-
tin, Kilninver, Kilmelford, 
Kilmore and Kilbride.

The traveller Thomas 
Pennant (1777) wrote of 
seeing a small type of hare on 
Islay, describing it as ‘a bad 
runner’, which was more than 
likely the less energetic and 

dark-coloured Irish Lepus  
timidus hibernicus.

A couple of brown hares were 
let loose on Coll about 1784 
and on Tiree in 1852 and soon 
multiplied in their hundreds. 
In Mull, the Irish variety 
were introduced for sport at 
Lochbuie by the Maclaine 
lairds and in Glenforsa by Col 
Greenhill-Gardyne. Others 
were released on Calve Island 
in the Sound of Mull, probably 
to supply meat for the rapidly 
expanding port of Tobermory.

Brown hares were taken to 
Islay around 1815 and Loch 
Sween 27 years later. 

Those in the latter locality 
did well until 1888 when, for 
some inexplicable reason, they 
became scarce.

According to Harvie-Brown 
and Buckley, Irish hares and 
‘Scotch White Hares’ co-exist-
ed on Mull in 1892, where they 
were recognised locally as very 
distinct varieties, if not species.

The Ben Nevis Observatory 
Log-Book for 1890 records that 
at the beginning of August a 
visitor on the way to the summit 
found a two-to three-day old 
hare, at around 2,000ft, which 
he took into the observatory 
where it remained for several 
months.

It became quite tame and 
allowed the staff to pick it 
up and stroke it, but ran off 
into a corner if any strangers 
appeared. It was given a name 
but it never came when called, 
though it would come for food 
and ate from the hand. It never 
tried to run away if the door 
was left open and, if it was 
carried outside, it quickly went 
back into the house.

At the beginning of October, 
it was taken down to the 
low-level observatory in Fort 
William and released after a 
week or two as it was becoming 
wild and suffering from con-
finement.

Last week I wrote about re-
wilding. Now wouldn’t hares be 
more suitable candidates than 
lynx? I would like to hear from 
any reader who may have old 
records of any species of hares 
in Argyll.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Arisaig event marks sinking 
of hospital ship Glenart Castle

AN OPERA concert is being 
held in St Mary’s Church, 
Arisaig, this weekend to com-
memorate the sinking of HM 
Hospital Ship Glenart Castle, 
which claimed the life of a 
nurse from the village.

The event, on Sunday Febru-
ary 25 at 4pm, will see singers, a 
violinist, cellist, harpist and an 
organist from Scottish Opera 
perform Faure’s Requiem to 
commemorate all those who 
died in the First World War, 
choosing this date to remember 
particularly Mary MacKinnon, 
from Arisaig, who died on the 
Glenart Castle when it was sunk 
on February 26 1918.

In a moving letter to the War 
Office, Mary’s father, John 
MacKinnon, wrote: ‘My wife 
and I are broken hearted since 
we got the sad news of our 
brave and beloved daughter. I 
don’t know how to get over our 
sorrow and don’t know what to 
do without her.’

In the early hours of that 
morning, the Glenart Castle had 
left Newport in South Wales 
en route to France to pick up 
wounded service personnel, so 
she was sailing with only her 
crew and hospital staff, num-
bering 182.

At about 4am, two torpedoes 
hit the Glenart Castle on her 
starboard side and almost 
immediately all power was lost 
and all lights went out. Reports 
vary, but it is believed the ship 
sunk in about seven minutes. 

One lifeboat had been de-
stroyed by the explosions and 
others had much difficulty 
getting into the water. However, 
seven boats were launched away, 
though only one was found.
Most of the people on the ship 
were inside, probably sleeping, 
and had little chance of getting 
off after the lights went out. 
Being aboard a dark and rolling 
ship, sinking fast and listing 
hard would have made moving 
about almost impossible. The 

sad fact is only those who were 
awake, alert and on deck or 
close to an exit would have 
had any chance. She sank stern 
first, taking a number of her 
charges into the depths with 
her and leaving many others in 
the cold and churning waters. 
Heavy seas were running, roll-
ers about 20ft high were report-
ed and this made searching for 
others almost impossible.

Several hours after the sink-
ing, the first survivors, 22 in 
total, were found by the French 
schooner Faon. The ship 
remained in the area for two 
hours, but was unable to locate 
any other survivors.

At about 1pm that afternoon, 
the USS Parker DD-48 picked 
up another nine survivors. An-
other seven survivors were 
later rescued and were taken to 
Pembroke. In total, 144 aboard 
perished.

The Glenart Castle was sunk 
by U-boat UC-56, whose cap-
tain, Kapitänleutnant D R Wil-

helm Kiesewetter, later claimed 
there were few lights on the ship 
and that he thought she was an 
armed merchantman.

The U-boat was later interned 
in Spain. Kiesewetter was 
arrested at Falmouth on May 
6 1919  and imprisoned. He 
was later released and then 
disappeared until the Second 
World War when he became 
the oldest U-boat commander 
at the age of 62.

Commenting on the Arisaig 
commemoration, Royal Navy 
Captain Chris McGinley, who 
plans to lay a wreath, said: 
‘The commemorations for the 
First World War have been 
an incredibly diverse range of 
events, from the extremely high 
profile to the very poignant 
local ones, but they are all 
extremely important.

‘Ensuring that the memory 
of those who gave their lives is 
preserved and their efforts rec-
ognised is the key purpose of 
these events and it is all the 
more heartfelt when they in-
volve relatives and descendants 
of those who did not return.

‘The Royal Navy has support-
ed a number of commemora-
tions since 2014, recognising 
the bravery and sacrifice of the 
maritime community in the 
war. The loss of HM Hospital 
Ship Glenart Castle was every 
bit as significant as the losses 
elsewhere, be they at the Battle 
of Jutland or off the coast of 
Gallipoli, and I am very happy 
we have been invited to attend 
the commemoration at Arisaig 
in memory of those who served 
and lost their lives.’

The concert is free but dona-
tions will be welcome and used 
to support St Mary’s Church 
and the elderly of Arisaig.

One of the organisers, Fiona 
MacDonald, said: ‘We are ask-
ing local people to get in touch 
with items, letters and press 
cuttings that might contribute 
to an exhibition and further 
concert later in the year. I can 
be contacted at fiona@glenart.
co.uk.’

MORVERN LINES
IAIN THORNBER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

A newspaper account of the 
tragic death of Nurse Mary 

MacKinnon from Rhue, Arisaig.

Sportsmen with hares at Glen Kinglas, Upper Loch Fyne, 1888, 
and hare and other game embossed on a 19th-century leather 

shot � ask. Photographs: Iain Thornber
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Days gone by – 1958

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint
OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Our photograph of the Oban High School football team from 1958 stirred up interest. Ian MacPhee emailed to say the 
‘un-named’ person in the photo is Tom Kennedy, who was a referee from Kinlochleven. Ian added: ‘The photo was 

taken at the old Riverside Park, Kinlochleven, now the site of the new school campus. I have attached a photograph 
of the Kinlochleven High School team that, I think, they may have played against. They were, back row, left to right: 

John MacDonald, teacher; Charles Thompson; Louie Donald; Evan Jones; Ian MacPhee; Cli� ord Smart; Iain MacLuckie 
and Tom Kennedy, referee. Front row: Bobby MacLean; Iain MacMillan; John Kemp; Raymond MacDonald and Alistair 

Dunn.’

Social media

It would be a hard-hearted person indeed who did not 
feel empathy with the plight faced by Oban woman 

Lorna McCullock.
Lorna, who is disabled, turned to The Oban Times after 

being let down badly by the statutory bodies to which 
she appealed for assistance to address a serious problem 
with flooding around her home in Halzeldean Crescent 
in the town.

Scottish Water, Argyll and Bute Council and Argyll 
Community Housing Association were all asked to help 
by Lorna but, in what appears to be a classic case of 

buck-passing, wrung their hands and did nothing. It is little 
wonder Lorna says she feels she is ‘breaking point’, as she 
cannot  find even a single company to insure her contents. 

When Lorna approached The Oban Times, we were only 
too happy to take up the fight on her behalf.

And almost immediately, the public bodies res ponded, 
with the council and housing association agreeing to put 
their heads together to try to come up with a solution. 
Scottish Water has said it is not involved.

It is beyond time ACHA and the council took action to 
resolve this problem.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

BOATS carry an energy that tran-
scends their material parts and  
strong associations with the people 
who owned them and travelled or 
worked the oceans aboard them.

A recent voyage I helped with, mark-
ing the sad end of an era for those 
on board, brought to mind a poem I 
wrote not long after my father died.

Given my upbringing, I may have a 
slanted perception of the extent to 
which a boat can hold such strong 
presence and links to people but, for 
me, a boat encapsulates a magic and 
powerful bond that can’t be matched 
by any other material entity.

Of the many recurring dreams I have 
had over the years, one of the most 
common themes that visits me relates 
to the boats my father owned – includ-
ing ones I have no actual memory of 
other than stories told of them. 

Of the boats named in the poem 
which follows, only one – the Moher 
Maid, which became the Skipinnis 
Maid when dad bought her – may still 
exist.

In recent years, I have made various 
inquiries to track this boat’s wherea-
bouts but the trail has become broken 

after it was sold to a fisherman in 
Ireland in 1999.

Fittingly, however, one of the team 
from Redbay Boats, whom we met in 
Campbeltown last Saturday as part of 
the voyage mentioned above, is con-
fident that through his connections 
round the Irish fishing community, 
he will be able to trace the Skipinnis 
Maid and find out where she is - if she 
is still in existence.

The words below are as yet unfin-
ished, but I hope those who have 
connections with boats and the sea 
will understand its sentiments.

On the Sea

On the sea and sailing
A hero of the wave
The low-lying island on your stern
The Southern Minch to brave
Then wild and wide Atlantic
With sixty miles before
The thought of rest or anchor
By St Kilda’s towering shore.
With salt sea running in your veins
And passion in your heart
You conquered life with rugged 
drive
Where most would fall apart
The sea dealt many cruel blows
Brought death and drowning near
Each time it did, you didn’t break

Then growled and shrugged the 
fear.

The Firth of Clyde to Jura
The lonely Flannan light
The western side of Harris
You fished them day and night.
The Monach Isles, the Torrans
The Tiree overfalls
Intrepid was your spirit
To live the ocean’s call.
The Rising Sun from Grimsay
The faithful Harbour Maid
The Jersey Alice Robert,
The names will never fade.
From Killybegs Ros Nuala
The Mohar Maid of Clare
These boats were part of who you
are
A man whose likes are rare.
A boat is more than planks of wood
Than keel and ribs and beams.
They carry aspiration
Ambition, love and dreams.
Your hand is on my shoulder
You’re always by my side
Your wisdom guides my voyage
Through worlds of wind and tide.
Your boats they sail the sea no more
But visions still are real.
I see them steaming by the shore
You’re standing at the wheel.
In tranquil sea you’re anchored
No rocks or fire or swell -
A still and peaceful harbour
A bay where all is well.

Canadian teacher 
faces discrimination
Sir,
I notice Sine Halfpenny has again 
been refused a visa to work as a 
Gaelic-speaking teacher at Bunessan 
Primary School on the Isle of Mull 
(The Oban Times, February 15).

Sadly, this was inevitable due to the 
applicant being a Canadian citizen 
and because we cannot have totally 
unlimited immigration.

On page 18 of the same issue of The 
Oban Times, it is reported SNP Rural 
Affairs Minister Fergus Ewing says: 
‘EU migrant workers are essential to 
farming.’

What utter nonsense.
Far from doing any trade deals with 

the EU, we should boycott them, 
and should ban all imports from EU 
countries in protest against racism. 
Once we leave the EU in March 2019, 
the UK should adopt non-racist immi-
gration laws. We should say ‘no’ to dis-
crimination against non-Europeans.

David Gallant,
Glencruitten Court, Oban.

Return of predators 
has consequences
Sir,
Your article headlined Big predators 
for the Small Isles (The Oban Times, 
Thursday February 15) was interesting 
and would be marvellous if successful.

However, we must not forget many 
predators can swim. In modern times, 
regrettably, it may not be practical or 
wise and lead to sad solutions in the 
future.

I point out to you the situation in 
respect of Norway. Two years ago, a 
guide there told me that in the summer 
sheep are moved to the high pastures 
but have to be accompanied by a shep-
herd because of attacks by predators. 
This increases the cost. Some wolves 
are shot, some are trapped and moved.

Last year my son, who lives in Swe-
den, sent me details of a news item. 
The Norwegian government had de-
cided to cull the wolves by two thirds, 
reducing their numbers from more 
than 60 to 20-plus. I have no idea how 
this is progressing but I believe it was 
a sad decision.

Those advocating the re-introduction 
of certain species should first look at 
the impact they have in modern coun-
tries where they still exist, and make 
an honest and practical comparison 
before their introduction in Scotland.

Tom Cullen,
Dunskeig, Ardfern.

Tourists should be 
warned about roads
Sir,
Driving in Oban and the surrounding 
area is no longer a pleasure. Avoiding 
ruts, potholes, exposed manhole cov-
ers and loose chippings has become 
part of the daily driving experience, 
making driving on our roads increas-
ingly dangerous.

It is a real concern because tourists 
will be arriving soon with motorbikes, 
caravans, campervans and bicycles. 

With the roads in their current state, I 
envisage accidents, injuries and maybe 
even deaths.

Unless Argyll and Bute Council gets 
its act together to deal with the prob-
lem, maybe visitors should be warned 
before they come. I wouldn’t like to go 
on holiday and discover roads like ours.

On a different note, has The Oban 
Times thought about holding a com-
petition similar to the bonnie babies 
competition? You could call it The 
Bonnie Pothole Competition and we 
could all send in our photos.

And, while I’m on the subject of di-
lapidated services, with reference to the 
bin collections, how about ‘The Biggest 
Rat Competition’? I leave that to your 
imagination. Send in your rat stories.

Jane Alexander,
North Connel.

Litter-bugs are 
spoiling our country
Sir,
Littering is an criminal offence in 
Scotland and is perpetrated by lazy, 
selfish people who are too idle to take 
their rubbish home or to the nearest 
bin. They seem intent on despoil-
ing one of the most naturally beautiful 
countries  in the world.

Who would want to visit our country-
side, towns or beaches when they are 
full of plastic bottles, cans, old rope 
and dog poo bags?

Clean Up Scenic Scotland (CUSS) 
and I do so on a daily basis.

Stephen Jones,
Burnside Place, Oban.

Single-pupil school 
is waste of money
Sir,
Councillor Aileen Morton, leader 
of Argyll and Bute Council, issued a 
press release on February 9 stating  
these were tough times for local 
government with Argyll and Bute 
Council having to save £5 million in 
the financial year 2018-19 and save a 
further £22 million over the next two 
financial years.

I suggest a simple way for Councillor 
Morton to make inroads into the £5 
million to be saved this year.

I recently heard through the grape-
vine that Minard Primary School has 
one pupil on its roll yet, according to 
the current Minard Primary School 
handbook, there are five members of 
staff employed.

There is an acting head teacher, a PE 
teacher one morning per week (on a 
Wednesday, shared with Furnace Pri-
mary School), a clerical assistant who 
works 16.5 hours per week and five per 
week as a classroom assistant, a cater-
ing assistant, who is also employed as 
the janitor and a catering manager.

Goodness knows how much it costs 
to run Minard Primary School during 
the school year but it will be well 
over £50,000 and possibly closer to 
£100,000 for this one pupil.

This is a scandalous waste of hard-
pressed council resources when Fur-
nace Primary School is only four miles 
along the A85 from Minard.

Douglas W Tott,
Bruichladdich, Isle of Islay.

Desperate need for 
spending on roads
Sir,
We have a desperate need for infra-
structure spending across Kintyre 
and the Islands, along with the rest of 
Argyll and Bute.

All of the numerous requests for 
roads, drains, pavements and street 
lighting repairs I have been receiving 
from across my council ward have 
been issued directly to Jim Smith, the 
council’s head of roads and amenity 
services.

While speaking to Mr Smith, I 
pointed out the long wait we have all 
been having to put up with before any 
even rudimentary road repairs are 
completed.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Live exports breach 
EU regulations
Sir,
I welcome the opportunity to respond 
to your recent article about the live 
export of farm animals.

First, I need to emphasise that the 
ever-growing call to stop live exports 
relates only to livestock destined for 
slaughter or further fattening, as we do 
not oppose export of breeding stock as 
their conditions of transportation are 
invariably superior. 

Neither do we want any further re-
striction on the transport of livestock 
to market from remote or island 
locations.

What does concern us is the long-dis-
tance transportation to countries 
outside the UK.

Scotland’s Rural Economy Secretary 
Fergus Ewing claims he is committed 
to adhering to current EU rigorous 
regulatory standards so I challenge him 
to join me in condemning the trans-
portation of livestock from Stranraer
to Larne where, once in Northern 
Ireland, they can subsequently be 
exported via Dublin and Rosslare to 
Cherbourg and thence to any part of 
the EU.

It is no exaggeration to say Scottish 
sheep are being sent on export jour-
neys of up to 2,000 miles so that they 
can be slaughtered by halal methods, 
not for their meat, but as sacrificial 
religious offerings.

The Northern Ireland Authority 
has been approving official journey 
logs for export transportation which 
flagrantly breach the EU regula-
tions which Mr Ewing so admires 
and which are designed to protect the 
animals from abuse but don’t.

The EU Commission itself admits, 
unlike Mr Ewing, that the regulations 
throughout Europe are not being 
observed or enforced.

It is no secret that within the UK 
livestock farming community, dealers 
and transporters can bypass the reg-
ulations with very little fear of being 
prosecuted. 

By doing so, they increase their prof-
its at the expense of pain and suffering 
for the animals sent to their grisly 
deaths on nightmare journeys.

Reg Bell,
Kent Action Against Live Exports.

A post on our Facebook page about 
the state of roads in Argyll drew a 
vociferous response.
Hilary Hannah: ‘Having driven to the 
Vale of Leven on Friday, the roads are a 
disgrace. It took me over two hours to 
get there. Taynuilt, Lochawe, Inveraray 
road full of potholes. Certainly they are 
doing work on the Inveraray road tak-
ing away the bad corner, but apart from 
that...nothing! If cars get damaged due 
to this, I hope the roads department 
are going to pay compensation.’
Fiona-Ann Vick: ‘At the bit just before 
Tyndrum, the car in front of us nearly 
did an emergency stop, which was 
� ne, but the two cars behind us started 
blasting their horns and overtook us 

and the car in front of us. Taynuilt is 
terrible. I ended up with a smashed 
windscreen because of all the stones in 
the road at the pot holes.’
Geordie Grieve: ‘From the Rest and 
be Thankful up to Kennacraig was the 
worst I’ve seen roads in Scotland for 40 
years.’
Angela van der Wal: ‘Our car is at the 
garage with a broken alloy and tyre 
because of a big pothole near Lochawe 
on Wednesday night.’
Ali MacLean: ‘The surface between 
Crianlarich and Tyndrum is an absolute 
joke.’
Anne Currie: ‘Our family made this 
same journey on Wednesday last and 
can relate to these comments. Nu-

merous signs for � ooding but with the 
� ooding it made it even more di�  cult 
to cope with the potholes.’
Undine Achilles-Day: ‘Try the B845 
from Taynuilt to Dalavich and Ford! 
Scary!’
Jennifer Pyper: ‘Really bad hole just 
about Ardlui Hotel heading to Oban. 
Seen a BEAR van in lay-by next to bad 
uneven road before Tyndrum heading 
to Oban. Roads are shockingly bad, 
yet some idiots still drive too fast on 
approach. There’s going be a bad 
accident soon if not sorted.’
Tom Hayward: ‘Pick a road, any road, 
all pretty bad.’
Anna Daley: ‘About mile west of Tyn-
drum!’

NÌ AMADAN SAM BITH buaireadh 
ach ’s e duine glic a nì sìth!

Saoilidh mi gum bheil an abairt 
sin a bhiodh cho bitheanta aig mo 
sheanair cho fìor an-diugh ‘s a bha 
i riamh, agus tha i tric nam inntinn 
is mi ag èisteachd le iomagain ri 
buamastaireachd Dhòmhnaill Trump 
agus Kim Jong-un a’ bagairt air a 
chèile mar dhà dhamh aig àm dàrach. 
Bhiodh an dealbh èibhinn mura b’ e 
an cumhachd a th’ aig an dithis sin 
mar cheannardan dhùthchannan a 
dh’fhaodadh cogadh a ghairm agus 
an saoghal as aithne dhuinn a sgrios.

‘S e mo bheachd gum bheil dà 
sheanfhacal a bhiodh iomchaidh mar 
stiùir dhan leithid. Gheibh sìth sìth, 
ach gheibh caise cothachadh. Nuair 
as lugha naidheachd ‘s ann as motha 
an t-sìth! 

Chan eil teagamh nach eil cumhachd 
a’ dol gu cinn chuid de luchd-riagh-
laidh, agus poilitigs, agus aig amannan 
bidh iad a’ dìochuimhneachadh nan 
geallaidhean a thug dhan dreuchd iad 

agus na dleastanasan a th’ aca dhan 
cuid sluaigh gu lèir. Chan eil mi idir 
ag àicheadh an fheum a th’ aig dùth-
channan fa leth air feachdan dìon a 
ghleidheadh, oir tha eachdraidh agus 
seanfhacal eile a’ toirt dearbhadh gu 
leòr dhuinn air gliocas deisealachadh 
den t-seòrsa.  Am fear nach glèidh na 
h-airm san t-sìth, cha bhi iad aige ‘n 
àm a’ chogaidh.

Nuair a thig e gu sìth a ghleidheadh 
agus cogadh a sheachnadh tha feum 
air fìor ghleustachd dhioplòmasach 
agus feumaidh eòlaichean a thèid 
an sàs ann an leithid de chòmhraid-
hean eadar-mheadhanach an cuid 
bheachdan pearsanta air eachdraidh 
is dol-a- mach gach taobh a chur an 
dàrna taobh is iad a’ feuchainn ri 
rèite a steidheachadh. Ge b’ e dè cho 
èalaidheach ‘s a dh’fhaodadh e bhith, 
gabhaidh aonta a ruigheachd, agus 
bidh cuimhne aig mòran air còrdaid-
hean eachdraidheil mar Phrìomhaire 
Israeal Yitzhak Rabin a’ crathadh 
làimhe le Yasser Arafat, ceannard 
a’ PhLO, aig an Taigh Gheal ann an 
Washington ann an 1993.

Ged a tha cuid den bheachd gur e 
beul brèagha gun bhrìgh a bh’ anns 

an tairgse chòmhraidhean a thug Kim 
Yo-jong às leth a bràthair, ceannard 
Chorea a Tuath, aig na Geamaichean 
Geamhraidh ann an Seoul, aig an aon 
àm ‘s e cothrom a th’ ann air an fhiach 
brath a ghabhail. Dh’fhaodadh toradh 
fàs à leithid de chòmhradh agus 
chan eil dad ri chall às an oidhirp. 
Nach math mar sin gun do ghèill Iar 
Cheann-suidhe nan Stàitean, Mike 
Pence, ri cronachadh air a chuid 
fuaralachd ri riochdairean Chorea a 
Tuath, agus gum bheil dòchas a-nise 
air coinneamh eadar riaghaltasan 
Chorea a Tuath agus a’ chinn a Deas, 
agus cuideachd le riochdairean bho 
na Stàitean Aonaichte.

Mas math leat sìth, càirdeas agus cl-
uain, èist, faic, agus fuirich sàmhach. 
An turas seo bidh feum air beagan a 
labhairt, agus a labhairt gu math!
LIKE all countries, South Korea 
and the USA share responsibility for 
peace and they have nothing to lose 
but potentially much to gain from 
responding positively to the North 
Korean offer of talks.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.
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MP gives cheque to mountain rescue team

New writing award in memory of student

Early wake up call for Tobermory crew

OBAN Mountain Rescue Team 
received a bumper £5,000 cash 
windfall this week.

The money came from funds 
raised by the Craggy Island 
Triathlon and was handed over 
by Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara.

Handing over the cheque, along 
with triathlon organiser Duncan 
McEachen, to members of the 
mountain rescue team at their 
Oban headquarters at Sinclair 
Drive, Mr O’Hara said: ‘It was an 

honour to be asked to blow the 
starting horn for the Craggy Is-
land Triathlon from a boat in the 
Sound of Kerrera last October.

‘So I was delighted when Duncan 
asked me to complete the circle by 
presenting a cheque for £5,000 to 
the Oban Mountain Rescue on 
behalf of the organisers.

‘I can’t think of a more appro-
priate or deserving cause to have 
benefited from this event. My 
thanks to organisers Duncan 
and Durty Events not only for 

running such wonderful event but 
also for raising so much money 
for a very good cause.’

The Craggy Island Triathlon is 
a gruelling event which involves a 
550-metre open-water swim from 
Gallanach to the Isle of Kerrera, 
followed by a 14-kilometre off-
road mountain bike run and fi-
nally an eight-kilometre hill run.

This year’s Craggy Island 
Triathlon will be held October 6 
and 7. Entries open in the next 
few weeks.

MSP asks 
for U-turn 
on dental 
hub plan
WESTERN Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan has written to the chief 
executives of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and NHS Western 
Isles urging them to respect the 
‘overwhelming and seemingly 
unanimous view’ of people in 
Uist that plans for a single den-
tal hub should be abandoned.

The redesign of dental services 
was discussed at last week’s 
meeting of the Western Isles 
Integrated Joint Board, whose 
members were evenly split on 
an amendment put forward by 
Councillor Paul Steele not to 
proceed with the hub model and 
to instead explore the develop-
ment of a three-site model. It is 
now for the chief executives of 
the comhairle and NHS Western 
Isles to come to a joint decision 
on that amendment.  

Dr Allan said: ‘Since these 
proposals were first put for-
ward, I have made numerous 
representations on behalf of the 
communities in Uist.

‘The unanimity of representa-
tions received by my office 
against this proposal has been 
unprecedented. The overwhel-
ming and seemingly unanimous 
view of my constituents is that 
the single hub model would be 
a backwards step in terms of 
the delivery of dental care in 
the Uists. The public meetings 
held on this issue made that 
abundantly clear.

‘I am concerned that further 
attempts to impose this solution 
on the communities in Uist could 
severely damage the reputation 
and credibility of the Western 
Isles Integrated Joint Board. I 
have therefore written to both 
chief executives urging them to 
listen to the communities and 
abandon the single dental hub 
model.’

Your chance to play Oban Live
OBAN Unsigned, in associa-
tion with Oban Live and The 
Oban Times, is back searching 
for a local band or artist to play 
at this year’s two-day music 
festival, with entries opening 
next week on March 1.

The winner will join an im-
pressive list of musicians on the 
line-up, from award-winning 
acts Skerryvore and Skipinnish 
to Ireland’s hottest band Her-
mitage Green. And more acts 
are still to be announced.

Thousands of visitors are 
expected to return to Argyll’s 
biggest open-air live music 
event at Mossfield Stadium in 
Oban, June 8 and 9.

Last year’s Oban Unsigned 
winners were rap duo K9 Kev 
and Rory O’B.  Kevin Irvine 
and Rory O’Byrne, who both 
hail from the town, quickly 

became the talk of the event, 
kick-starting the party on the 
Saturday with crowd-jumping 
performances of tracks from 
their EP Vocal Heroes, as well 
as songs they had written over 
the past decade.

Speaking in one of Oban 
Live’s #10DAYS campaign 
films, Rory O’Byrne said: ‘We’d 
like to say thanks to Oban Live, 
as the opportunity has benefit-
ed us greatly. It was such a great 
opportunity. It was massive for 

us. It gave us great exposure 
playing in front of loads of peo-
ple. The sound was absolutely 
fantastic. We got to meet loads 
of amazing people and got some 
gigs out of it. We even sold some 
CDs too!’

K9 Kev added: ‘The whole ex-
perience was amazing, from start 
to finish – from communication 
with the guys who run it to the 
sound people ... just the whole 
experience was the best gig we’ve 
ever played, 100 per cent.’

He added: ‘It’s great for the 
town and for local musicians. 
We’d like to thank Oban Live 
for taking the time to have us.’

If you think you have what it 
takes to take to the Oban Live 
stage this summer, see The 
Oban Times next Thursday, 
March 1, for full details on how 
to apply and competition terms 
and conditions.

Tickets for the event are on 
sale now. Visit www.obanlive.
com.

amazing connecting us with suppliers and since 
our Facebook went live in December, friends 
have given as much as they possibly can but we 
still need another £5,000 and we need it quickly.

‘Nothing can happen until we reach that 
£10,000. I’m terrified if it takes too long the 
suppliers won’t be able to store the supplies for 
us any more. We can’t lose all that now. From 
hitting the £10,000 target we can get the ship-
ment moving in just days.’

It will take about 30 days to ship the containers 

from Edinburgh to a port on the southern coast 
of Iraq before the cargo can embark on a 12-hour 
journey under armed guard to Sinjar.

Ms Bennett said it was the love for her own two 
daughters – Alice, four, and Jenny, six – that had 
made her pain for the Yazidi even more intense.

‘Having my daughters is what really made what 
was happening to the Yazidi, especially the wom-
en being abused and sold as slaves, hit me in such 
a powerful way. I had to do something,’ she said.

One of the other many heartbreaking tales from 

Sinjar hospital is about an 11-month-old girl who 
arrived with dehydration and malnutrition. 

‘She was so weak she could not eat, she didn’t 
have the strength. She needed a nasal-gastric 
tube but they didn’t have one. They could have 
got her one 30 minutes away but there was no 
ambulance, no car to take her and she died that 
night. Isis is not there, the city is not under siege, 
no child should be dying from dehydration,’ 
added Ms Bennett.

‘Sinjar’s hospitals and clinic are trying hard to 
look after people but they have hardly any staff, 
no medicines or equipment. 

‘People are suffering from simple injuries or 
conditions that could easily be treated but with-
out the medicines, antibiotics and equipment 
they are becoming life-threatening and people 
are dying. We can help stop this, we can help 
make it better.’

For every extra £450 raised on top of the 
£10,000, another charity, International Health 
Partners, is donating an emergency pack of 
medication worth £4,100 which Ms Bennett will 
take with her.

She said: ‘I know people who are volunteering 
in the hospital right now and from their Face-
books and the stories they are telling, I know 
Sinjar is no longer under siege and Isis have 
gone. If it becomes unsettled, we will be sent 
home so it’s safe enough to go.

‘I have mixed feelings about going. I’m appre-
hensive and I think it will be pretty traumatic, 
and I will miss my girls, but that’s nothing com-
pared to the trauma the Yazidi community have 
been through. They have become such a huge 
part of my life.’

To donate, go to https://goo.gl/8yKgc7

Mum-of-two Fiona embarks on mercy mission for medicine to Iraq
A  MUM-OF-TWO on a mercy mission to help 
Yazidi refugees in Iraq needs to raise another 
£5,000 to ship out a cargo of urgently-needed 
medical supplies.

Fiona Bennett from North Connel is almost 
half-way towards funding the £10,000 needed 
to send five 40ft containers filled with basic 
life-saving equipment.

A Facebook appeal that the former psychiatric 
nurse started with a journalist friend, Faith Orr, 
in December has already reached almost £5,000 
thanks to friends and family, but she fears wait-
ing much longer to hit the £10,000 target could 
make storing the supplies, desperately awaited 
by two hospitals and a charity-run mobile clinic 
in Sinjar in northern Iraq, difficult.

Once the pair, who are also planning a fund-
raising skydive from 12,000ft above St Andrews, 
get to target, they will book their tickets to fly to 
Iraq for two weeks volunteering alongside med-
ics and going out with a mobile clinic, treating 
hard-to-reach people, many of whom are still 
living in the mountains where thousands fled to 
in 2014 when Isis took their city.

Moved by the plight and medical needs of the 
Yazidi people persecuted by Isis, Ms Bennett 
wrote to the Scottish Government via the chief 
executives of every NHS trust in the country, 
MSPs and MPs asking for medical assistance  
which resulted in the five containers worth of 
donations.

The wound-care donations from scalpels to 
sutures are ready but are still being stored by 
suppliers as far away as Dublin and the Nether-
lands.

Ms Bennett, a human resources manager in 
Oban, said: ‘The Scottish Government has been 

Fiona Bennett with daughters Alice and Jenny. 16_T08_Fiona Bennett01_Iraq

Brendan O’Hara MP hands cheque over to Oban Mountain Rescue.

SABHAL Mòr Ostaig, the Gael-
ic education college on the Isle of 
Skye, is instituting a new writing 
competition in memory of Niamh 
Henderson, who died suddenly 
last year.

Niamh, from Mallaig, was a 
first-year student at the college, 
studying the Gaelic and Commu-
nications course.

The competition will be open to 
all college and university students 
in Scotland. Entrants are invited 
to write a Gaelic short story, 
between 1,500 and 2,000 words, 
on the theme of mystery.

The winner will receive a prize 
of £200, as well as a trophy 
donated by Niamh’s family. The 
submission deadline is at the 
end of April and the winner will 

be presented with the award at 
the college’s annual graduation 
ceremony in October.

Niamh’s parents, Hamish and 
Màiri, said: ‘Niamh was very 
happy at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig and 
she was enjoying the course she 
was taking very much indeed. She 

made many friends at the college 
and she hoped to go on to train as 
a Gaelic teacher.

‘We are grateful to the college 
for commemorating her through 
an annual competition like this.’

College principal Professor 
Boyd Robertson commented: 
‘Niamh was much-loved and 
highly regarded by students and 
staff, and it is fitting that she 
be remembered by means of a 
writing competition, as she had a 
passion for literature of all gen-
res, for stories and for creative 
writing.’

Further information about the 
competition can be obtained 
from Christine Mackenzie at 
runaire@smo.uhi.ac.uk or on 
01471 888200.

THE volunteer crew of the 
Tober mory Lifeboat were sharply 
awakened on Saturday February 
3 as their pagers sounded shortly 
before 2.30am.

A fishing vessel with three crew 
members onboard was experienc-

ing mechanical difficulties off the 
coast of Coll, four nautical miles 
south of Arinagour, and the To-
bermory lifeboat was requested 
to assist.

The crew reached the fishing 
vessel around 3.30am and a tow 

was established for the journey 
back to Tobermory. The return 
was straightforward on a dark 
morning with pleasant weather 
and flat seas.

The crew of Tobermory lifeboat 
returned to their berth at 6.40am.

Niamh Henderson.
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Love is in the air with Spring weddings
What better time for 
love to be in the air 
than Spring?

It has to be one of 
the most beautiful and 
most inspirational times 
of the year to get married  
with blossom coming out 
in bloom and signs of 
new life starting to show 
everywhere.

There will be an abun-
dance of beautiful 
flowers to choose for 
bouquets and for the 

bride’s hair.

Pretty pinks, yellows 
and greens from the 
springtime pastel 
palette make colour 

co-ordination for the big 
day a dream.

Why not think about 
using Spring as the theme 
for your decorative focal 
points for the ceremony 
and the celebration 
afterwards.

Be fantastically floral 
with your invites and may 
be even your wedding 
dress and there is no stop-

ping there - don’t forget 
the cake.

Wedding cakes have 
moved on from three 
white tiers, dare to be 
different. Delightful 
berries, edible foilage, 
birds and even woodland 
creatures in fondant 

shapes perched on 
top would make a 
show-stopping centre 

piece.
As we wave goodbye to 

winter, a hint of better 
weather breezes and 

longer days our way 
opening up possibilities 
of al-fresco weddings. 
The chance to party 

in a marquee or en-
joy a beautiful garden 
or stunning grounds 

and venues across Ar-
gyll.

Anyone planning a wed-
ding in this region is spoilt 
for choice when it comes 
to choosing hotels to 
bring together the special 
people in their lives for an 
unforgettable experience. 

Oban’s register office is 
also a popular choice 
for couples.

Gorgeous backdrops 
are essential for photo-

graphs that will grace the 
pages of the wedding 
albums or Facebook 
going global.

Vintage and chintz is 
still a firm favourite with 
Spring brides wanting to 
create a breath-taking 
wedding.

Regardless of season 
there is always so much 

planning to do and with 
so much to do, making an 
essential list should be one 
of a couple’s first priorities 
- after naming the date 
and sending out save the 

date cards.
Top of that all-im-

portant list should be 
budget. Work out the 

limit, go from there 
and try to stick to it.

Starting a wedding 
folder or binder with 
ideas is a great way to 
begin. Cut out pictures 

from magazines, look for 
colours, snatch ideas from 
anywhere you can and pop 
them in your collection 
to make it unique to 
you.

Talk to friends and 
family, search about for 

venues and make a visit 
so you are sure of find-
ing the perfect place.

The guest list is often 
about compromising so 

no one is left out but re-
member it is your wedding 
day so you should have 

a say on who you want to 
share it with you.

Research photographers, 
bands, florists, and 
caterers - putting in 
the hard work now will 

be well worth the effort 
and peace of mind later. 
Make sure all these people 
know exactly what you are 
expecting to make sure 
tying the knot will be 
one of the best days 
of your life and one 
to remember for all 
the right reasons.

Lunga House, with its 
enchanting garden and 
seaside location provides 
the ideal setting for a 
dream wedding, where 
your guests can enjoy 
the stunning scenery, 
walking, � shing, horse 
riding or simply relaxing 
with a good book in the 
quiet retreat. 

Egyptian cotton sheets, 
complimentary Arran 
Aromatic toiletries and 

bottled water…just 
some of the special 
touches you can expect. 
We will be more than 
happy to meet request 
for some extra luxuries 
be it champagne on ice, 
a special bottle of wine 
or perhaps � owers and 
fruit to welcome you on 
arrival.

The Macleods are not 
new to the hospitality 
industry having built up 

a portfolio of self catering 
properties over the years 
in Edinburgh, Inveraray, 
Mull and Craobh Haven. 
In Craobh Haven village 
they also own the local 
bar & restaurant, The 
Lord of The Isles (www.
lordoftheisles.co.uk ) 
aswell as the Mishnish 
in Tobermory (www.
themishnish.co.uk)

‘We love hosting a 
good party and we 

thoroughly enjoy 
creating individual 
weddings and special 
occasions for our guests. 
Your wedding could 
be in the ballroom 
with the backdrop of 
glittering chandeliers 
and a roaring � re or in 
the garden surrounded 
by garlands of beautiful 
� owers, or in a lovely 
marquee.. For that 
special occasion to be 

celebrated the house 
lends itself to candlelight 
dinner parties, 
champagne receptions 
with delicious canapés, 
a bu� et of mouth-
watering local seafood 
and meats, a hog roast 
on a spit or a traditional 
Scottish feast. 

We look forward to 
welcoming you.

w w w . l u n g a h o u s e .
co.uk 

‘It is your day so we do it 
your way’
That is the motto of Argyll 
and Bute registrars who 
are here to help couples 
make their special day 
the unique, magical 
experience they want.

There is a lot more 
choice and freedom 
now for couples getting 
married. Changes in 
legislation mean they 
are no longer limited to 
traditional venues such 
as registration o�  ces or 
churches. In the past year, 
for example, couples have 
held civil ceremonies held 

in castles, gardens, yachts, 
beaches and their own 
homes. Our registrars 
focus is on making it 
possible for couples to 
have the day they are 
dreaming of. Getting in 
touch as early as possible 
helps to achieve this.

We encourage the 
inclusion of music and 
poetry in our ceremonies 
– which is not to say 
couples must have this – 
but we give  couples  as 
much choice as possible 
so their day is perfect from 
start to � nish. In addition, 
we can o� er religious 

content and alternative 
ceremonies such as 
handfasting and candle 
ceremonies which are 
becoming really popular.

Having the ceremony 
where the reception is 
held, such as a hotel, 
castle or gathering hall, 
has become a popular 
trend, but there are 
several stunning council 
marriage rooms available 
throughout Argyll and 
Bute. These include a new 
facility in Helensburgh, 
Castle House in Dunoon, 
the Linda McCartney 
Garden in Campbeltown, 

Mount Pleasant House on 
the Isle of Bute and a room 
overlooking picturesque 
Tobermory Bay on Mull.

Increasingly, couples are 
going to the registrar for 
ceremonies to renew their 
wedding vows, or a baby 
naming ceremony. These 
can even be combined 
for a special family day. 
Depending on the venue, 
council  marriage  rooms 
can seat from two to 
80 guests. If, however, 
couples would prefer an 
intimate ceremony just for 
themselves, then we can 
also arrange witnesses for 

them.
There is no residency 

requirement to get 
married in Scotland, but 
every couple is required 
to give the registrar in the 
district they wish to be 
married at least 28 days’ 
notice.

We encourage couples 
to make contact with 
the registrar early, as 
di� erent couples will have 
di� erent requirements. 
For example, if you are 
divorced or a surviving 
partner, you will need 
speci� c documents and 
there are di� erent rules 

that apply for couples who 
are coming from outwith 
the EU. We take great 
care to assist couples and 
make sure that everything 
is in order and stress-free. 
Forms are valid for three 
months, but you can 
book ceremonies a year or 
more in advance.

The letters of thanks, 
emails and wonderful 
feedback we receive from 
couples is tremendous 
and greatly appreciated 
by registration sta�  – it 
is great to hear ‘You gave 
us the day we always 
wanted.’

Argyll and Bute – civil ceremonies

• 2-140 Guests • Experienced Team 
• 91 En-suite bedrooms 

• Approved for Civil Marriages 
• Fresh Scottish produce 

• Large sprung dance fl oor 
• Packages tailored to your requirements
• Complimentary 4 poster bridal suite and 

discounted wedding accommodation 
rates available

Argyle Square, Oban PA34 4BE

Tel: 01631 563021
salesroyaloban@strathmorehotels.com

www.strathmorehotels.com

Wonderful West Coast 
Weddings at the

The Royal Hotel
Oban

AA

S T R A T H M O R E
H O T E L S

As your private and 
personal Makeup 
Artist Clare will 
work with you to 
ensure that your 
vision becomes a 
reality. Whether you 
prefer a look that is 
soft and romantic 
or sophisticated 
and elegant, it is 
her goal to capture 
your personal style 
and enhance your 
natural beauty. 
Clare will make you 
look and feel truly 
sensational on your 
special day, making 

you feel like the only 
girl in the world; 
being pampered and 
relaxed allowing her 
to enhance one of 
the most memorable 
days of your life.

Creating picture 
perfect hair and 
makeup are what 
Clare does best 
so she will work 
with you to create 
your perfect vision, 
which will last from 
the moment you 
reach the aisle right 
through until the 
end of your day.

Clare Pearson

Lunga House - a Scottish Seaside Castle A beautiful venue for Weddings 
and Special Parties

Love is in the air with Spring weddingsLove is in the air with Spring weddingsLove is in the air with Spring weddings
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A storybook wedding 
calls for a storybook 
location. Brander 
Lodge Hotel has it 
all- breathtaking 
views, rural charm 
and exquisite food 
and drink – not to 
mention charming 
accommodation for you 
and all of your guests.  

The Brander Lodge 
Hotel has undergone 
extensive renovations, 
and with its gorgeous 
Highland setting and 
renowned service, is the 
perfect venue for your 
special day. 

From superb food and 
personalised service 

to elegantly appointed 
party rooms, our 
experienced team of 
chefs and service sta� , 
along with our family 
management, will treat 
you and your guests to 
an experience that will 
provide a lifetime of 
fond memories.

Located at the foot of 
scenic Ben Cruachan 
in the Pass of Brander, 
the Lodge pro� ers 
stunning views, 
while its beautifully 
landscaped gardens 
and stylish decor is 
a fairytale setting in 
which to start your new 
life together. We have 

a selection of rooms, 
from the most intimate 
of groups to 160+. Our 
� exible menu options 
feature a wide variety 
of fresh local dishes and 
spirits that showcase 
the best of Scotland 
– all alongside the 
unparalleled friendly 
service that guests have 
come to expect from 
the Brander team.

Our dedicated 
wedding team can 
assist you in planning 
every aspect of your 
wedding and will 
provide attentive, yet 
unobtrusive, service on 
the day. We are totally 

committed to providing 
the best possible 
experience for you and 
your guests at a price 
that � ts your budget. 

We look forward 
to discussing your 
ideas, and if you have 
something special in 
mind, we would love 
the opportunity to 
make it a reality. 

Your wedding day 
could be better than 
you could ever imagine. 
At Brander Lodge Hotel, 
our goal is to create an 
occasion to remember. 
Call us today to start 
planning your dream 
wedding!  

Plan your storybook wedding 
at Brander Lodge Hotel

In 2018 you’ll be returning 
for more hotel spa breaks 
in Scotland after your 
escape to Machrihanish 
with a visit to the full-
service Serenity Spa 
at The Ugadale Hotel. 
Owner and operator 
Laura Kennedy has over 
a decade of experience 
helping her clients 
� nd their own calming 
oasis. She now leads 
Serenity’s warm and 
talented sta�  as they 
take visitors and hotel 
guests alike through a 
few hours of complete 
tranquility and luxurious 
pampering. Top-of-
the-line Germaine De 
Capuccini products and 
procedures administered 
by caring professionals 
means you receive the 
best facials and body 
treatments. Whether 
you’re rejuvenating your 
mind to prepare for all 
Machrihanish has to o� er, 
reinvigorating your body 
after a long day on the 
course, or simply treating 

yourself to a bit of “you 
time”, the Serenity Spa 
has everything you need 
to refresh your body, 
mind, and spirit.

Or if you feel your face is 
needing a boost after the 
festive season then why 
not book in for our newest 
facial, Excel therapy 02 - 
Two revolutionary masks 
work to repair and defend 
the skin against damage 
and external stress. Our 
oxygenating bubble mask 
releases pure Oxygen into 
the deep dermal layers of 
the skin. A second mask 
uses our Dual Matrix 
technology to activate 
the skin’s immune system 
increasing its defence 
capability. This therapy 
also includes a highly 
relaxing, lymphatic facial 
massage to de-stress and 
detoxify the skin, perfect 
for dull, dehydrated 
skin. We have a special 
promotion running along 
side with the chance to 
receive a complementary 
gift set worth £49

For those considering a 
Highland wedding, cere-
monies can take place in 
the charming Kingairloch 
church and Kingairloch 
House is also licensed 
for civil ceremonies. The 
Boathouse Restaurant 
at Kingairloch Estate is 
ideal for smaller wedding 
parties of up to 40 guests. 
The hills and glens, rivers 
and lochs of the state pro-
vide a series of stunning 
back-drops for wedding 
photographs. 

Call now to start your 
highland experience wed-
ding. 01967 411242.

Kingairloch Estate

Serenity Spa at Mach Dunes
Indulge. Escape. Relax.

We also have an infrared 
sauna and relaxation 
area which is a little 
cottage called Serenity 
Spa Retreat and can be 
booked out for exclusive 
use.

Join up to our loyalty 
card scheme which 
allows clients to build 
points every time you 
visit and we send out 
special promotions twice 
a month.

Open Monday - Saturday. 
To book a spa treatment or for spa enquiries, 
please call +44 (0)1586 810025 , 
email us at serenityspa@machdunes.com 
or log onto 
www. machrihanishdunes.com/spa
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Thursday 
22nd February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY

Friday 
23rd February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
6 pm – 8 pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
LIve Music with Tartan 
Paint from 9pm
Free entry

Saturday 
24th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Hill Walk
Glen Etive
All Day

Saturday 
24th February

Oban Dance Academy – 
Musical Theatre Class
Glencruitten Church Hall
10 am – 12.30 pm

Oban Pipe Band Soup 
Lunch 
In Aid of the Nancy Glen 
Fishermen Appeal
Pipe Band Hall
11.00am - 2.00pm

Cearcall Còmhraidh 
(Gaelic Conversation 
Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre, 
12pm-1.30pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
Live Music with Sandra 
MacBeth & Lorna Thomas 
from 10pm
Free entry

Sunday 
25th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 
per team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Monday 
26th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Photographic Club 
Meeting
Regent Hotel
7.15pm-9.30pm

Tuesday 
27th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Irish Dancing Classes
St Columba’s Cathedral 
Hall
4.15pm-5.45pm

Wednesday 
28th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ The Lorne Bar 
Oban
First Lorne Pub Quiz of 
the year
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and 
free pizza at half time

WHAT’S ON 
I N  O B A N

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk
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The Oban Times supports local 
charities and not-for-profit event 

organisers
Let us know about your forthcoming event to 
appear for free in our listings, in association 

with Oban Town Diary.
We have reduced our community noticeboard box 

adverts to just £10 plus VAT (where VAT is applicable) 
Put your event in front of 25,000 readers and also 

see what we can offer you by promoting your event 
online – we have more than 11,000 followers on 
Facebook and 36,000 monthly visitors to www.

obantimes.co.uk
It pay to advertise with The Oban Times – first 

for community news, business news and events  
throughout Oban, Lochaber and the West Highlands.

Contact Nadine or Rhona on 01631 568000

> radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 22 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 22 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Eileanan Fraoich – Lismore 
(rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt)  
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00   ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie 
21.45 Belladrum 2017: Feeder 
(rpt)   
22.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Fleasgaich an 
Iasgaich – competitive � shing 
around the world
23.20 Hebridean Celtic Festival - 
Lau (rpt)
23.30    Air an Rathad (rpt)

DIHAOINE 23 GEARRAN
FRIDAY 23 FEBRUARY
17.00   Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.35   Machair (rpt)
19.00   An Là - News  

19.25   ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Championship – Livingston v 
Dundee United
21.40   Kerry is Kirsty: Beinn 
Dobhrain gu Loch Lìobhann (rpt)
22.10   Belladrum 2017: Feeder 
(rpt)
22.50   Rathad na Deighe (rpt)
23.40   Ceòl bho Perthshire 
Amber (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 24 GEARRAN
SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.35 Machair (rpt)
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Premiership: Dundee v Mother-
well
20.00  From Harris With Love: Chi 
Mi ’n Tìr (rpt)
20.30 North Coast 500 – Le Anne 
Lundon (rpt) 
21.00  ÙR | NEW: Òrain nan 
Gàidheal
22.00 Fleasgaich an Iasgaich (rpt)
22.45 Hebridean Celtic Festival - 

Lau (rpt)
22.55    Scottish Premiership: 
Dundee v Motherwell (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 25 GEARRAN
SUNDAY 25 FEBRUARY
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.30     Seachd Là
19.30   Alleluia (rpt)
20.00    Eòrpa (rpt)
20.30    Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd (rpt)
22.00 Òrain nan Gàidheal (rpt)
22.50 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
Lau (rpt)
23.00 Rathad na Deighe (rpt)
23.45    Belladrum: Cridhe Tartan 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 26 GEARRAN
MONDAY 26 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Caistealan Alba (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)

19.55   Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Cuimhneachan (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Acrach airson 
Atharrachadh (rpt)
22.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
22.30 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 27 GEARRAN
TUESDAY 27 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Eileanan Fraoich – Lismore 
(rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55    Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi 
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd (rpt)  
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Premiership – Heart of Midlothian 
v Kilmarnock

DICIADAIN 28 GEARRAN
WEDNESDAY 28 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.05 Caistealan Alba (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt) 
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 North Coast 500 – Le Anne 
Lundon (rpt)
21.00 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
22.00    Trusadh – Acrach airson 
Atharrachadh (rpt)
23.00    DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.45    Belladrum 2016: Cridhe 
Tartan – Rachel Sermanni (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 01 MÀRT
THURSDAY 01 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt) 
19.55    Binneas – Na Trads (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00    ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie 
21.50 Belladrum 2017: The James 
Hunter Six (rpt)   
22.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Fleasgaich an 
Iasgaich – competitive � shing 
around the world
23.15 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
The Boy Who Trapped The Sun (rpt)

Events may charge. Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.

To list your event, please call  01631 568000

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise 

in the Oban Times 
Community Noticeboard 
please call 01631 568000

Oban Accordion & 
Fiddle Club

Thursday 1st March 
2018, 7.30pm
 Royal Hotel
Guest Artist:

Ian Smith’s Band
Admission £4
All Welcome!

OBAN PIPE BAND 
is organising a 
SOUP LUNCH 

(and donations) IN AID OF
THE NANCY GELN (TARBERT 

FISHERMEN) APPEAL
SATURDAY 24TH 
FEBRUARY 2018

From 11.00am to 2.00pm
in the Pipe Band Hall, Shore 

Street, Oban
Admission £3

Feeling the Chilli Pipers’ heat

Young Pretender drama tours north-west schools
This month, Gaelic-
medium primary 
schools in Skye and 
Lochalsh, the Western 
Isles and Mallaig are 
having the opportunity 
to learn more about 
Prince Charles Edward 
Stewart and the Jacobite 
rebellion through a 
theatre-in-education 
workshop entitled Teàr-
lach fo Chasaid (Charlie 
in the Dock).

The tour, which 
started on Wednesday 
February 14 in Skye and 
continues to March 1, 
is produced by Fèisean 
nan Gàidheal through 

its Fèisgoil education 
service. The interactive 
performance is aimed 
at P4 to P7 classes and 
is set in a courtroom 
with pupils representing 
members of the jury. 
After listening to the 
judge and the testimony 
of four witnesses, pupils 
have to decide whether 
or not Charlie is a hero.

All of the characters 
are played by two Gael-
ic-speaking actors.

Megan MacLellan is 
well-known as a pre-
senter on BBC Alba’s 
Dè a-nis? and David 
Mackenzie performed in 

Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s 
Dràma air Chuairt 
production Clach na 
Nathrach, which toured 
in September as part of 
the Blas Festival.

This is the second 
leg of a national tour 
with the workshop. In 
October 2017, it toured 
mainland schools by ac-
tors Calum MacDonald 
and Ellen MacDonald.

Fèisean nan Gàidheal 
is grateful to Newton-
more’s Highland Folk 
Museum for the hire of 
a number of costumes 
used in the workshop.

The production and 

tour have been made 
possible by funding 
from Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
Creative Scotland and 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

For more information 
about Teàrlach fo 
Chasaid or Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal’s other drama 
projects, contact Angus 
Macleod on 01463 225 
559 or email angus@
feisean.org.

http://w w w.feisean.
org/en/ blog/2018/02/09/
bonnie-prince- char-
l ie - c ou r t ro om - d r a -
ma-tours- schools-
north-west/

Actors Megan MacLellan and David Mackenzie 
appear in the drama Charlie in the Dock.
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Port of Oban Cruise Group

Town Guides
There will be an open meeting at 
7pm on Tuesday 27th February at the 
McCaig Suite, Corran Halls, Oban 
for anyone interested in becoming 
qualified Town Guide. There is an 
element of training involved and 
participants in the course will be 
expected to pay a contribution towards 
the training. 
For further details, contact the 
BID4Oban office.

01631 569915

Red Hot Chilli Pipers 
turned up the heat at Oban’s 
Corran Halls on Saturday 
night.

The band gave a blazing, 
no-holds-barred perfor-
mance, packed with all the 
energy that fans have come 
to expect from the fathers of 

‘Bagrock’. Great to see such 
a massive foot-stomping 
crowd at the gig – proof in 
the clootie pudding that 
the Chilli Pipers are  hot 
property.

The fusion of traditional 
Scottish music with rock 
and pop anthems is a winner 

with wide-appeal. Tunes 
such as Amazing Grace, 
Fat Bottomed Girls, Aviici’s 
Wake Me Up  and a blast of 
Coldplay thrown in the mix 
all made for a night of pure 
entertainment.

It has been nine years since 
the band last came to Oban 

and banterous frontman 
Kevin MacDonald pleased 
the crowd saying he hoped 
it wouldn’t be quite so long 
next time.

A little teaser for the 
crowd: ‘May be see you at 
Oban Live,’  he said.

Don’t go getting too excit-

ed too soon though – it turns 
out the Pipers will be in 
Germany when the festival 
kicks off here ... but there is 
always 2019.

Note to Oban Live pro-
moters .... the Chilli Pipers 
are ready and willing, Kevin 
told me so.

Red Hot Chilli Pipers on stage at the 
Corran Halls. 
16_T08_Red Hot Chilli Pipers02_Corran Halls
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 11.00 Ian 
Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 19.00 
Rosie’s Highland Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John 
McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 13.00 Macky 
on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest 
Praise - Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 
22.00 Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10.00  Comfort Zone, 
Doug Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort 
Zone, 15.00 The Wednesday Jukebox with Michelle 
17.00 Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country Meets Rock & 
Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13.00 
Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen, 17.00 
Drivetime  with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 
20.00 Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports View, 19.00 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis 
Bingham, 21.00  Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday Morning, 
12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 
12.03   Sat Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday Morning 
Live, 13.30 Clyde, 18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 Dave 
Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 
Ken’s Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show 
- David Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham Scott, 
23.00 Station Close Down

Your local radio listings
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10 11

12 13 14 15
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17 18 19 20 21
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24 25

Across

1 Clothing (7)

5 Turning point? (5)

8 Swaddle (7)

9 Mountain Ash (5)

10 Whoop (5)

11 Haven (7)

12 Instrument of snapshots (6)

14 Shun (6)

17 Bird of prey (7)

19 State in NE India (5)

22 Stage between egg and pupa (5)

23 Red-faced (7)

24 Unwanted insect (5)

25 Idle (7)

Down

1 Talkative (5)

2 American home for horses (5)

3 To fill with love (7)

4 Belief in God (6)

5 High nest (5)

6 Entrance (7)

7 Line of hay for drying (7)

12 Fruit pie for shoe maker? (7)

13 Polish dance (7)

15 One who is impressive when breaking 
things! (7)

16 Proof of who you are (2,4)

18 Up to one's ears (5)

20 Latin dance (5)

21 Surrounded by (in the) (5)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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10 11

12 13 14 15
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17 18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Clothing (7)

5 Turning point? (5)

8 Swaddle (7)

9 Mountain Ash (5)

10 Whoop (5)

11 Haven (7)

12 Instrument of snapshots (6)

14 Shun (6)

17 Bird of prey (7)

19 State in NE India (5)

22 Stage between egg and pupa (5)

23 Red-faced (7)

24 Unwanted insect (5)

25 Idle (7)

Down

1 Talkative (5)

2 American home for horses (5)

3 To fill with love (7)

4 Belief in God (6)

5 High nest (5)

6 Entrance (7)

7 Line of hay for drying (7)

12 Fruit pie for shoe maker? (7)

13 Polish dance (7)

15 One who is impressive when breaking 
things! (7)

16 Proof of who you are (2,4)

18 Up to one's ears (5)

20 Latin dance (5)

21 Surrounded by (in the) (5)

THE OBAN TIMES 
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Poet Bob ‘� nds 
his voice’ in 
Oban with book

Line-up revealed for 
Colonsay Book Festival

From open mic perform-
er to published poet, Bob 
Toynton has found his 
voice thanks to living in 
Oban.

His book of 34 self-
penned works will be 
launched at the town’s 
Rockfield Centre on 
Tuesday February 27 
from 8pm and everyone 
is welcome to join in the 
celebration.

Copies of his book – 
Birds the Colours and 
Shapes of Leaves – will 
be available on the night 
and are already on sale 
on Amazon Kindle.

The retired geologist, 
who retired from the 
Peak District to Oban 
in 2015 and married his 
husband David Moore 
two years later, is hoping 
for a good turn-out.

One of the poems in 
the book is ‘Woken By 
The Evening Sun’, a nod 
to good things that have 
come late in his life.

He said he chose the 
bold Rainbow Lorikeet 
for the front cover of his 
book to make a statement 
saying: ‘I’m here!’

‘I was in my early thir-
ties before I came out to 
my parents about being 
gay and they didn’t flinch 
a bit. A few years later, I 
told them I was writing 
poetry and they were 
horrified!’ he said.

And added: ‘For a lot 
of people poetry just isn’t 
on their radar but I  hope 
people will come along to 
the book launch to listen 
and give it ago. There’s 
angst and joy. It’s inter-
esting to get a different 
perspective on things.’

He will be reading 
some of his self-explor-
atory poems and taking 
questions about his work 
at the launch.

Mr Toynton is a regular 
at the Rockfield Centre’s 
open mic session on 
the last Friday of every 
month.

And he says it is the 
friends he made at those 
sessions and at a creative 
writing course at Argyll 
College who spurred him 
on to publish the poems.

Mr Toynton said he had 
also been encouraged 
after responding to an 

appeal in The Oban Times 
by another local poet, 
Jamie Livingstone, who 
runs Wurdplay writing 
workshops and was look-
ing for contributions to a 
project he was working 
on.

Mr Toynton said he had 
always been a writer but 
‘just wasn’t showing it to 
anyone’ – it took moving 
to Oban to get the confi-
dence to go public with it.

‘The encouragement 
here has just been incred-
ible. People kept saying 
you really should get 
published. I’ve got into 
the buzz of it now. Thank 
you Oban, as a gay man 
living in the town I’ve 
found my voice.’

The Colonsay Book Fes-
tival is returning on April 
28 and 29 for its seventh 
year.

Described as a ‘journey 
of discovery’, the annual 
Hebridean literary cele-
bration has successfully 
carved a unique niche in 
Scotland’s ever-expanding 
book festival scene since 
its launch in 2012.

The award-winning 
writers and authors ap-
pearing at this year’s festi-
val are confirmed as Bella 
Bathurst, Ann Cleeves, 
Janice Galloway, John 
Glenday, AL Kennedy 
and Malachy Tallack. The 
writers will be reading 
and discussing their work 
over the two days.

This year’s programme 
will include Bella Ba-
thurst discussing Sound, 
her most recent work and 
a BBC Radio 4 Book of 
the Week, which charts 
her experience of losing 
and then regaining her 
hearing.

Malachy Tallack, a 
writer and musician from 
Shetland, winner of the 
New Writers’ Award from 
the Scottish Book Trust in 
2015, will be leading fans 
on a journey through The 
Un-Discovered Islands, 
before reading from his 

Tha Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean a’ 
sireadh thagraidhean 
bho sgrìobhadairean 
Gàidhlig airson farpais 
Duais Dhòmhnaill 
Meek 2018. Chuireadh 
an duais seo air chois 
le taic-airgid bho Alba 
Chruthachail agus bho 
Bhòrd na Gàidhlig le 
sùil gum misnich is 
gun cuidich i sgrìobha-
dairean Gàidhlig ùra 
agus stèidhichte.

Chaidh sianar ain-
meachadh air gèarr-li-

osta Duais Dhòmhnaill 
Meek 2017, agus chaidh 
am prìomh dhuais a 
buileachadh air Iain 
MacRath airson an 
dealbh-chluich Taigh 
Sheonachain. 

Faodar tagradh, ann 
an Gàidhlig na h-Al-
bainn, a chur a-steach 
sna gnèithean a leanas:
• Sgrìobhadh cruth-
achail - bàrdachd, 
sgeulachdan, nobhail no 
dràma
• Rosg eile
• Sgrìobhadh cruth-

achail do chloinne no do 
dh’inbhich òga

Bu chòir do thagra-
ichean an stiùireadh 
agus na riaghailtean 
air fad a leughadh air 
w w w.gael icbooks.org 
mus cuir iad tagradh 
a-steach.

Faodar an sgrìobhadh 
a chur a-steach gu 
h-eileagtronaigeach gu 
rosemary@gaelicbooks.
org  ro 17.00 air Dihao-
ine 04 Cèitean 2018. 

Gur math a thèid 
leibh!

Duais Dhòmhnaill 
Meek 2018

Bob Toynton launches his 
book of poems later this 
month at the Rock� eld 

Community Centre. The 2017 Colonsay Book Festival welcomed a stellar line-up.

first novel The Valley at 
the Centre of the World, 
due for publication in 
early May.

The 2018 Colonsay 
Book Festival promises 
to be an engaging and 
thoroughly enjoyable 
weekend.

Dubbed a ‘literary lock-
in’, the event is conceived 
and produced entirely by

Colonsay’s residents 
and has previously 
featured distinguished 
writers, poets and au-

thors such as Ian Rankin, 
Christopher Brookmyre, 
Val McDermid and 
Andrew Greig.

Tickets for most 
individual events are 
priced at £10 and can 
be purchased at the 
door. However, there 
are a limited number of 
tickets so those wishing 
to attend are encour-
aged to book early to 
avoid disappointment. 
A weekend pass is also 
available for £50.

Often described as ‘the 
jewel of the Hebrides’, 
Colonsay is a small island 
(about 10 miles long and 
two  miles wide) with 
around 135 residents. 
The island is easily 
reached in a little over 
two hours by ferry from 
Oban.

For further details 
about the festival and to 
purchase tickets, please 
visit:

www.colonsaybookfes-
tival.org.uk.
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Mull and Iona 
gathering a 
great success
A great concert and su-
perb, busy dance made 
for a fantastic night 
for the Mull and Iona 
annual gathering last 
Friday in the Glasgow 
University Union.

After a few words from 
association president 
Ross Wilson, and an 
introduction from con-
cert chairman Alasdair 
Whyte, the music got 
under way with Rachel 
Walker, who joked that 
she felt guilty for start-
ing the Mull and Iona 
off with a Tiree song.

There was no need to 
apologise because her 
rendition of Maraiche 
nan Cuantan and, 
indeed, all her other 
songs, went down 
brilliantly with the Mull 
and Iona audience.

We were treated to 
some cracking Scots 
songs from Fiona 
Hunter, including the 
hilarious Jock Hawk’s 
Adventures in Glasgow 
in which the protago-
nist has a night out in 
Glasgow and discovers 
the next day he is broke. 
I would hazard a guess 
the plot of this song 
may have rung true for 
one or two people the 
following morning.

Emma Deans’s perfor-
mance of the anthemic 
Eilean Gorm Mhuile 
was very powerful 
indeed and Ian Smith 
managed to squeeze a 
quick song in between 
sets on the box.

Ian also told the time-
less story of Muilleach, 
Dykes MacAllister, 
who was fighting for the 
51st Highland division 
in Egypt and realised 
it was the day of the 
Tobermory Highland 
Games. Looking up to 
the clear blue skies in 
sweltering heat, he com-
mented: ‘Well, they’ve 
got a lovely day for it!’

One of the highlights 
of the concert was 

Shannon MacLean 
from Tobermory 
singing Ceud Fàilt’ Air 
Gach Gleann. It’s one 
of my favourite songs 
and everyone enjoyed 
Shannon’s very natural 
interpretation.

We look forward 
now to the next annual 
gathering - that of the 
Glasgow Islay Associa-
tion in the same venue 
on Friday March 2.

What’s on
Friday February 23: The 
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association ceilidh 
dance in the Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, at 
9pm.
Friday February 23: 

Helensburgh And 
District Highland Asso-
ciation dance at 8pm in 
the Commodore Hotel.
Friday February 23: 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir annual concert at 
7.30pm in the Wester-
ton Hall, Bearsden.
Saturday February 
24: The Glasgow Skye 
Association Buntata ’s 
Sgadan in the Crawford 
Hall at 7.30pm.
Friday March 2: 
Glasgow Islay Associ-
ation annual gathering 
concert and dance in 
the Glasgow University 
Union at 7pm.
Friday March 2: Clyde-
bank and District High-
land Association cèilidh 

at 7.30pm in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick.
Saturday March 3: Uist 
and Barra Association 
annual piping com-
petition from 9am in 
the College of Piping, 
Otago Street.
Friday March 9: Ceòl-
raidh Ghàidhlig Gh-
laschu 125th anniversa-
ry concert celebrating 
Kenny Thomson’s 50th 
year with the GGs in 
the Hilton Doubletree 
Hotel at 7pm.
Friday March 16: Glas-
gow Skye Association 
Cothrom na h-Òigridh 
(youth concert) at 7pm 
in the Crawford Hall.
Saturday March 17: 
Lewis/Harris Associa-

tion ceilidh in the Craw-
ford Hall at 7.30pm.
Saturday March 17: 
Clydebank and District 
Highland Association 
supper dance at 7.30pm 
in the Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick.

Pub scene
Islay Inn.
Friday February 23: 
Twist of Fate.
Saturday February 24: 
Bad Influence.
Park Bar.
Friday February 23: 
Eriskay Lilt.
Saturday February 24: 
Deoch ’n’ Dorus.
Sunday February 25: 
Scott Harvey.

Mull and Iona Association president Ross Wilson 
(keyboard) and Tiree counterpart Ian Smith 

(accordion) play together at the excellent Mull and 
Iona Gathering.

malt OF THE month
‘If I had not some strength 
of will, I would make a first 
class drunkard’ – so reflected 
the heroic polar explorer Sir 
Ernest Shackleton, whose 
lost whisky I discovered last 
week in Lochgilphead Co-op.

The story starts over a 
century ago, when one of 
the greatest adverts ever 
appeared in a newspaper: 
‘Men wanted for hazardous 
journey. 

‘Low wages, bitter cold, 
long hours of complete 
darkness. Safe return doubt-

ful. Honour and recognition 
in event of success.’

The ad, possibly apocry-
phal, was placed by Sir 
Ernest Shackleton, recruiting 
for his second attempt to be-
come the first man to reach 
the South Pole.

It worked, and in the sum-
mer of 1907, the SS Nimrod 
sailed from Torquay to one 
of the coldest places on 
the planet, carrying a brave 
expedition of four men led 
by Sir Ernest Shackleton, be-
side, to bolster team spirit, 

25 cases of Mackinlay’s Rare 
Old Highland Malt ordered 
at 47.3 per cent abv to with-
stand freezing temperatures.

Shackleton and his three 
companions – Frank Wild, 
Eric Marshall, Jameson 
Adams – plunged a Union 
Jack into the magnetic 
South Pole, and celebrated 
Christmas 1908 10,200ft 
up the South Polar plateau 
with a spoonful of crème de 
menth each.

Exhausted, close to starva-
tion and frostbite after walk-

ing 1,700 miles, Shackleton 
decided to turn his men back 
on January 9, saving their 
lives but only 97 miles short 
of the Pole. He wrote to his 
wife Emily: ‘I thought, dear, 
that you would rather have a 
live ass than a dead lion.’

Around 100 years later, in 
2007, a team from the New 
Zealand Antarctic Heritage 
Trust discovered frozen in 
ice under the floorboards 
of Shackleton’s base camp 
at Cape Royds, three cases 
containing 11 intact bottles 

of the forgotten whisky. 
In 2011, Richard Paterson, 
master blender at Whyte 
& Mackay who bought 
the Mackinlay’s distillery, 
secured three of the bottles 
for analysis, which led to the 
recreation of the original 
whisky as a blended malt.

Analysis found it had been 
matured in American oak 
sherry casks, using Orkney 
peat in the malting. It was 
recreated for two limited 
edition releases – The 
Discovery and The Journey – 

both containing malts from 
Glen Mhor and Dalmore, and 
retailing for over £100. 

But now a third called 
Shackleton Blended Malt, 
selling for just over £30, has 
‘been expertly crafted by us-
ing a recreation of the antique 
Mackinlay’s as its foundation, 
combined with the � nest 
Highland malt whiskies’.

The new blend is said to 
offer vanilla, toffee apple, 
brioche, Manuka honey and 
hints of Old English marma-
lade followed by cinnamon, 

banana bread and ginger 
cake on the nose.

The palate boasts treacle 
toffee, Demerara sugar and 
sweet sultanas, with glazed 
pineapple, freshly baked 
crusted bread, and mango 
cake, while the finish reveals 
hot mulled wine, praline 
chocolate and Oolong tea 
with gentle bonfire smoke 
and crème brulee.

Each bottle contributes to 
the Antarctic Heritage Trust. 
It is said to be best served 
over a large rock of ice.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018
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Do you feel overwhelmed 
by your wardrobe? Want 
to de-clutter and simplify? 
According to the waste 
charity WRAP (Waste 
and Resources Action 
Programme) the average 
consumer in the UK only 
wears 30 per cent of their 
wardrobe. But how can 
you make the most of what 
you have? 

Make sure the clothes 
you don’t wear or want 
any more don’t go to 
waste. Give away your 
clothes by swapping, 
donating or recycling 
them. Invite your friends 
around for a swap party 
and you can all get new 
outfits from each other’s 
wardrobes, or if there is 
a clothes swap near you 
go there. Lochaber En-

vironmental Group have 
been running a series 
of clothes swaps in Fort 
William as part of their 
project funded by the 
Scottish Government’s 
Climate Challenge Fund. 
You can also donate your 
clothes to people in need 
or to raise money for your 
favourite charity. Avoid 
putting your clothes in 
landfill, if you can’t swap 
or give away your clothes 
look for a recycling point 
near you.

The clothing industry 
is incredibly wasteful, 
but it doesn’t stop once 
production is finished. 
Any clothes made of 
synthetic fibres such as 
polyester and nylon, will 
release microfibers into 
the sea. These fibers 

are tiny pieces of plastic 
which are too small to 
be stopped by filters 
in the drain, once they 
reach the sea they will 
work their way up the 
food chain. We can’t 
always avoid synthetic 
clothes, we need them 
for protection at work-
ing and outdoors, but 
when you can choose 
natural fibres such as 
cotton, linen and wool. 
Unlike synthetic cloth-
ing a wool jumper can 
break down completely, 
you can even put it in 
your compost.    

Extend the life of 
the clothes you love by 
repairing or upcycling 
them. Repair your 
beloved jumper or those 
jeans that just fit right. 

Spring clean your wardrobe
Christine Rolin, Lochaber Environmental Group

You can also incorporate 
outdated or worn clothes 
in to your own designs! If 
you are feeling a bit rusty 
with your sewing skills 
or want to learn, why not 
invite a friend or family 
member over to help. 
There a lots of online 

resource too, ‘Love 
Your Clothes’ campaign 
has many instructional 
videos available online 
on how to wash, repair 
and upcycle (www.
loveyourclothes.org.uk).

The next clothes swap in 
Fort William is on March 

1 at 6 pm in the New 
Hall, Duncansburgh 
Macintosh Church. The 
event is free and anyone 
is welcome. 

Just bring along some 
clothes you don’t wear 
anymore and take home 
a new outfit. 

The Regional Scottish Hotel Awards
A celebration of Scotland’s excellence in tourism and hospitality

The Scottish Hotel Awards  - ‘Scottish 
hotel Oscars’ - have been developed to help 
those looking to book accommodation in 
Scotland by highlighting excellence and 
outstanding character in hotels, guest hous-
es and other establishments. The awards 
are aimed at encouraging, recognising and 

rewarding excellence at all levels.
Whatever you desire - romantic hotel, 

guest house with a superb breakfast, a 
castle for exclusive use or an island hide-
away, establishments with the best chefs 
and the most fastidious housekeepers, the 
friendliest staff, the best wedding planners 

or country sports experts - you can be sure 
the Scottish Hotel Awards will narrow 
down the competition to highlight the very 
best  in Scottish hospitality.

Regional winners now go forward to the 
national ceremony and gala dinner at the 
Scottish Hotel Awards in April.

Skye hotels group Sonas 
is the best in all the 
Scottish islands in six dif-
ferent categories, judges 
in the Scottish Hotel 
Awards announced.

Skeabost House, near 
Portree, was judged most 
romantic hotel and took 
the regional categories 
for golf hotel and best 
breakfast in the 2018 
competition. The 18 
bedroom hotel, which 
became the third and 
latest property to join 
the Sonas group in 2015, 
won the overall Scottish 
Islands Hotel of the Year 

award in 2016 and again 
in 2017.

Toravaig, near the Ar-
madale ferry terminal on 
the southern peninsula 
of Sleat, received the 
award for top boutique 
and informal dining 
hotel in the islands. Its 
nearby sister hotel Duis-
dale - Scotland’s Hotel of 
the Year in 2013 - took 
the Small Country Hotel 
award.

Two Sonas staff - Skea-
bost Food and Beverage 
Manager Jakub Bors and 
Toravaig’s Head Chef 
Miles Craven - were 

presented with ‘People of 
Excellence’ Awards.

Anne Gunn, who owns 
Sonas with her husband 
Ken, commented:  
“These accolades un-

derline the widespread 
quality of services and 
staff within the group, 
and are the rewards for 
substantial investment 
and much hard work
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Terms and conditions: By entering the competition, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction 
of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online and in any other 
related competition promotions. You agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details 
of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). If you do 
not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. 

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2018 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 14, 2014, 
and must live in Argyll & Bute or in postcode areas PH30-PH44, PH49, PH50 and Isle of Skye. The closing 
date for entries is noon on Monday 26 March, 2018. Only one entry per child. Poor quality photographs will 
not be accepted as an entry.  The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their 
immediate family are not eligible to enter. The prizes are as stated and not transferable or redeemable for cash 

equivalent.
We care about your personal information
The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the competition & the 
photo and name to enter you into the competition. We may also email you at the close of the competition.
We will not pass on any of the information supplied by you in the entry form to any third party.

competition 2018

After the overwhelming response from our 
readers last year Bonnie Babies is back. Make 
sure you enter your little bundle of joy into our 
2018 competition for the chance to win of vouchers.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their favourite 
kiddy-winks in the supplement. We will then break it down to 
four further rounds of top 50, 30, 20 and finally top 10. From 
the top 10, the baby with the most votes will be crowned The 
Oban Times’ Bonniest Baby 2018. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2018 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our delightful 
Bonnie Babies 2018 supplement in a future edition of 
The Oban Times and Lochaber Times – a lovely little 
keepsake to show your children when they are older. 

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie 
Babies 2018 competition is open to babies and toddlers 
born on or after June 14th 2014. Look out the most ador-
able photo of your gorgeous little one and enter online by 
visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

£500
The closing date for entries is 
noon on 26th March 2018.

competition 2018

IS BACK!

Vote moves Screen 
Machine out 
Inveraray centre

Festival of Performance 
su� ers final breakdown
The Argyll Festival of 
Performance, an annu-
al motorsport festival 
starting at Inveraray 
Castle this summer, has 
been cancelled.

The inaugural two-
day festival, billed 
as a celebration of 
Scotland’s rich heritage 
in motorsport, was 
due to bring cars and 
drivers from Formula 
1, Le Mans, Indy Cars, 
Touring Cars and 
International Stage 
Rallying to Mid Argyll, 
in the grounds of the 
historic seat of the Clan 
Campbell.

The ‘stellar line-up’ in-
cluded Scottish debuts 
for the ‘fire-breathing 
Fiat S76 known as the 
Beast of Turin’, Jackie 
Stewart’s Tyrrell 001, 
and Jim Clark’s Lotus 
32B marking 50 years 
after the F1 world 
champion’s death, as 
well as supercars built 
by McLaren, Ferrari, 
Bentley, Lamborghini, 
Maserati and Porsche, 
and even a vintage bus 
rally and WWII Spitfire 
aerial display. Event 
director Bill Telford 
said at last year’s launch 

with the festival’s 
patron, the Duke of 
Argyll: ‘Scotland has an 
enviable reputation in 
motorsport but, as yet, 
there has never been 
an event that celebrates 
this success. The Argyll 
Festival of Performance 
has been created to do 
just that with a theme 
each year to really allow 
the stories to be told.

‘In year one, it will 
be Formula 1, and 
Scotland boasts some 
of the biggest names 
in the sport from the 
legendary Jim Clark 
and Jackie Stewart, to 
multiple race winners 
like David Coulthard, 
and of course, local 
star, Susie Wolff, who 
was the first female to 
be involved in an F1 
weekend in 22 years at 
the British Grand Prix 
in 2014.

‘The Jim Clark Trust 
will be our chosen 
charity for the Festival 
in 2018.’

But the festival’s 
website recently an-
nounced: ‘On behalf 
of festival organisers 
Argyll Motor Club 
(Ecosse) Ltd, it is with 

The � re-breathing Beast of Turin was set to roar in 
the grounds of the historic clan Campbell

the deepest of regret we 
announce that Argyll 
Festival of Performance 
scheduled for June 2-3 
2018 is now cancelled.’

Organisers told The 
Oban Times: ‘A number 
of factors have now 
combined which make 
it unachievable to de-
liver the festival to the 
standard and format we 
had planned and as a 
result, we have made the 

very difficult decision to 
cancel the event.

‘We would like to 
thank all those who 
have shown their 
support for the festival 
and to apologise for 
any inconvenience this 
cancellation may cause.

‘Those that purchased 
tickets have already 
been contacted by the 
ticket agent and issued 
with a refund.’

Councillors have 
overturned an earlier 
vote to site a mobile 
cinema in an In-
veraray car park due 
to ‘substantial’ safety 
concerns.

Last December 
councillors on the Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and the 
Islands Area Commit-
tee voted four to two 
to site the Screen Ma-
chine mobile cinema at 
Fisher Row, and noted 
the council would lose 
revenue from its pay 
and display car park 
there.

The 18.5m HGV 
lorry run by Regional 
Screen Scotland, 
equipped with cinema 
screen and 80 seats, 
would take up eight 
parking bays, which 
could raise £72 per 
day during the screen 
machine’s three- to 
four-day stay.

The plan, proposed 
by councillors Doug-
las Philand and Sandy 
Taylor, was then 
referred for approval 
to the Budget, Policy 
and Resources Com-
mittee, which met last 
Thursday.

But a majority of 

councillors defeated 
the proposal 11 votes 
to five, noting ‘the 
substantial safety con-
cerns roads officers 
have regarding the use 
of Fisher Row for the 
Screen Machine; in-
cluding encroachment 
onto the public road 
and pedestrian safety’.

Instead the majority 
preferred to locate the 
screen machine ‘at ei-
ther the hardstanding 
area near Inveraray 
Shinty Pitch or at 
Inveraray Castle Car 
Park’, following the 
officers’ recommenda-
tions.

Pippa Milne, 
executive director 
of development 
and infrastructure, 
reported: ‘It is not 
possible to site the 
cinema in this location 
without encroaching 
on to the public road. 
This would require 
traffic management 
measures to separate 
vehicles from pedes-
trians. Permission to 
waive charges from 
the full council would 
be required.

‘Regional Screen 
Scotland’s preferred 

position was at the Pier 
Section of the Front 
Street car park as the 
public convenience 
is located adjacent to 
this site. The distances 
from the public con-
venience to the shinty 
pitch or Inveraray 
Castle car park are ap-
proximately 500m and 
900m respectively.

‘Following the In-
veraray Community 
Council (CC) meet-
ing, held on November 
15, 2017, the CC have 
advised that they 
are willing to pay for 
portable toilets, public 
liability insurance 
and refuse bins if 
the Screen Machine 
is sited at either the 
Inveraray shinty pitch 
area or at Inveraray 
Castle car park.

‘Utilising these sites 
does not cause any 
loss of amenity within 
either the free or pay 
and display car parks 
operated by Argyll 
and Bute Council. It 
also removes the need 
to obtain permission 
from the full council 
each time the Screen 
Machine wishes to 
visit Inveraray.’
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.

Thursday February 22
Sgor Eilde Beag circuit,
Kinlochleven
A walk into high and wild country 
but entirely on paths with no 
steep upward gradients.

Grandstand views of the 
Mamores and Glen Coe hills.

Park at the Grey Mare’s Tail car 

park NN187622. Follow the path 
that leads to the Waterfall for ap-
proximately 200m. At a junction, 
NN187623, keep right and shortly 
after fork left across a burn. Climb 
the path heading NE through 
trees on a ridge. Emerging from 
the trees, follow the path across 
the slopes of An Cumhann to 
reach the Loch Eilde Mor track at 
NN208634. 

Cross the track leading to Loch 
Eilde Mor and continue NE up the 
path towards Coire an Lochain. 
The path turns N and levels out as 
it passes W of the large lochan. At 
the junction at NN221656, turn W 
on a path that climbs up gradual-
ly into the corrie and zig-zags up 
its headwall to the col 300m W of 
Sgor Eilde Beag. Head E to reach 
its summit, 956m. Descend gen-

tly SSE for 300m until the ground 
steepens. Locate a narrow path 
which zig-zags down the steep 
nose and turns NE to rejoin the 
outward path at NN222649. 
Follow this S then SW back to the 
Loch Eilde Mor track.

Turn W on to the track and fol-
low it for 1.2Km to a gate giving 
access to the path at NN198633.

Follow the path W down to a 
junction, turning left, S, crossing 
two burns then descending to 
another junction below a power 
line. Turn left and follow the path 
down past the Grey Mare’s Tail 
waterfall. 

At the foot of the hill, the path 
crosses a burn by a bridge where 
a short diversion downstream 
may be made to view the falls 
from below. Return to the bridge 

and follow the path back to the 
CP.

Grade: M+; Distance: 13km; 
Height to climb: 950m; Map(s): 
LR41, EX392. Meet at Glencoe vil-
lage car park at 8.40am for start 
of walk at 9am. Leader: Andrew 
Gilbert 07808 924722.

Sunday February 25
Achriabhach to Steall Ruin,
Glen Nevis
A walk through a scenic gorge 
to a delightful meadow, alpine 
in character. High mountains all 
round and spectacular rivers and 
waterfalls.

Start from the Lower Falls CP, 
NN144683. Head N to view the 
falls from the road bridge. Pass 
through the gate on the S side 
of the River Nevis and follow 

the path E for 1.5Km to the foot-
bridge at NN158684. Cross the 
river and take the public road up 
to its end at the Upper Falls CP. 
Head E on the footpath through 
the wooded gorge high above 
the Water of Nevis. 

The path crosses a burn on 
some noticeably red rock. 130m 
further on at NN172693, a rather 
narrower path forks left and 
leads up the steep, wooded 
slope to emerge at a grassy 
platform below the crags on the 
southwest � ank of Meall Cum-
hann, altitude 288m. This a� ords 
a � ne view of the meadow and 
the spectacular Steall Falls. 

The path continues SE and 
winds down to rejoin the main 
path beside the Water of Nevis 
where it enters the gorge. Follow 

this to the Wire Bridge but stay 
on the north side of the river 
and continue to Steall Ruins, 
following the path along its 
bank. To return, follow the main 
path back to the Upper Falls CP. 
Either retrace steps to the start 
or follow the public road back to 
the Lower Falls CP.

Grade: L; Distance: 10km; 
Height to climb: 233m; Map(s): 
LR41, EX392. Meet at Fort William 
Woollen Mill at 10.30am. Start of 
walk at 10.45am. Leader: Gerry 
Gilbert 07765 830203.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club. If 
anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 

01397 701783 or email enquir-
ies@nevishillwalking.club.

Saturday February 24
Stob Coir’ an Albannaich, 
Meall nan Eun
Cross the River Etive, then take 
the track north to the bridge over 
the Allt Ceitlein. Head SE on to 
the NW ridge of Beinn Chaoraich 
following the ridge round to the 
summit of Stob Coir’ an Albanna-
ich. From the summit, descend E 
for less than ½ km, and turn NNW 
steeply down, then ENE over 
Meall Tarsuinn to Meall nan Eun. 
Descend NW to the north side of 
the Allt Ceitlein and back to the 
start.

Distance: 17km; Height to 
climb: 1,400m. Suggested and 
co-ordinated by Fiona Wild.
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Mountain experts warn 
against clothing magnets
MOUNTAIN safety experts 
have warned against a worrying 
new trend in the outdoor cloth-
ing market.

Magnetic fasteners on gloves 
and jackets are being marketed 
as the modern alternative to 
Velcro or poppers.

But magnets are well known 
for deflecting compass needles, 
and there is already evidence 
this may have been the cause 
of a recent mountain rescue 
call-out.

Heather Morning,  mountain 
safety adviser for Mountain-
eering Scotland, said: ‘We have 
reviewed the circumstances of 
a recent incident in the moun-
tains east of Glen Shee, which 
involved hundreds of rescue 

personnel hours and police 
time.

‘A group of walkers was caught 
in low cloud and headed east 
instead of west, becoming  dis-

orientated and miles away from 
the road. Fortunately, no-one 
was hurt – just pride dented – 
but it could have turned out to 
be so much worse had mountain 

conditions been more severe.
‘The reason for the error was 

the compass. It had been stored 
in a pocket next to a mobile 
phone in a case which had a 
magnetic closure on it, and 
the magnet had reversed the 
polarity of the compass needle, 
so that the north arrow pointed 
south.’

The phenomenon of ‘reversed 
polarity’ had been widely publi-
cised in mountaineering circles 
and people are advised to keep 
their compasses well away from 
mobile phones. But there is 
concern at the growing use of 
magnetic closures in outdoor 
clothing.

‘Popular outdoor brands are 
producing mitts and gloves with 
fold-back flaps using magnetic 
closures and there is a wide 
choice of outdoor jackets out 

there replacing Velcro with 
magnets hidden in the folds of 
the garment. Pockets, hoods, 
front fastenings, wrist closures 
... they’re all out there,’ said 
Heather.

She added: ‘Modern technolo-
gy is great. 

‘The resources available now 
to keep us warm and safe in 
the mountains have never been 
better. But more joined-up 
thinking is needed between 
outdoor clothing manufacturers 
and mountain users to avoid 
potentially life-threatening 
consequences.

‘My advice is to steer clear of 
any garments using magnetic 
closures or you could end up 
with an expensive bill for re-
placing your compass or – worse 
– a life-threatening navigation 
error.’

KATHERINE TRAFFORD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Roses are 
red ... and 
so are the 
pandas!
Love was in the air at the 
Royal Zoological Society of 
Scotland’s Edinburgh Zoo as 
red pandas Ginger and Bruce 
celebrated their � rst anniver-
sary on Valentine’s Day.

Since being introduced on 
February 14 last year, the pair 
have got on well and have 
been enjoying each other’s 
company. Keepers gifted the 
pair a large red heart � lled 
with their favourite bamboo 
to mark the occasion.

Red pandas are listed as 
endangered on the IUCN Red 
List so it is hoped the pair 
will go on to have kits in the 
future and thereby help to 
safeguard the species against 
extinction.

Scotland’s woodland and 
farmland birds increase
SCOTLAND’S woodland and 
farmland bird numbers have 
increased over the past two 
decades but, during this time, 
upland birds have faced decline.

That is according to a Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) report 
published last week entitled, 
The Official Statistic for Terres-
trial Breeding Birds.

The latest results reveal varied 
trends for Scotland’s terrestrial 
breeding birds, with woodland 
birds increasing by 67 per cent 
between 1994 and 2016, farm-
land birds increasing by 13 per 
cent, but upland birds decreas-
ing by eight per cent.

Woodland specialists, such as 
great-spotted woodpecker and 
chiffchaff, have shown the largest 
increases. Great-spotted wood-
peckers have expanded across 
Europe, possibly as a result of 
increased forests and woodlands 
becoming more connected.

For farmland species, gold-
finches have continued to 
increase and are now a common 
sight in most gardens. Whiteth-
roat, a small migratory warbler, 
has also bounced back from its 
historical lows associated with 
droughts in its Sahelian over-
wintering grounds in Africa.

Upland birds are the most con-
cerning group, with declines for 
10 of the 17 species. Among the 
largest declines are breeding 
waders, including curlew, golden 
plover and lapwing.  Major work 
is under way to help tackle these 
declines, including extensive 
peatland restoration and the 
Working for Waders project.

Simon Foster, SNH’s trends 

analyst, said: ‘It’s wonderful 
to see woodland and farmland 
birds are not only holding their 
own in Scotland, but that many 
are thriving. However, with 
some upland birds struggling, 
there are a lot of people and pro-
jects working hard to improve 
conditions for waders – some 
of which have seen worrying 
declines. We and many of our 
partners are hoping to see these 
birds fare better in the coming 
years.’

None of this would be possible 
without the efforts of volun-
teers. The data for the report is 
largely collected by volunteers 
through the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) and the 
Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee (JNCC) Breeding 
Bird Survey.

Dr Chris Wernham, head of 
BTO Scotland, added: ‘The 
Scottish uplands cover a vast 
area and are a key part of the 
country’s landscape. Monitor-
ing our upland bird populations 
presents a unique set of chal-
lenges - these are remote, often 
inaccessible areas, many miles 
from human population centres.

‘It is thanks to the effort and 
dedication of intrepid volunteers 
that we are able to produce this 
report, which highlights wor-
rying declines among a suite of 
upland bird species, contrasting 
with increases in many woodland 
birds. Through initiatives within 
the Breeding Bird Survey, such 
as Upland Rovers, we hope to 
see continued improvements in 
coverage, enabling greater preci-
sion in our estimates of change.’

Two identical new compasses show a wide di� erence in ‘north’.

Gold� nches are now a common sight in gardens. Picture: Lorne Gill
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Michael Russell MSP is to host, in 
conjunction with the Argyll and 
Bute Employability Partnership, 
an Opportunities for All Careers and 
Jobs Fair in Oban.
Free for jobseekers, the event will be held in the 
Corran Halls from 10.30am until 1pm on Tuesday 
March 6 and will play host to a large number of 
employers from a wide range of fi elds.

This will be an opportunity for local employers 
to promote job opportunities to aid recruitment, 
and likewise provide an opportunity for job-
seekers to explore local employment opportu-
nities and even hand in their CVs.

Mr Russell, MSP for Argyll and Bute, said: ‘I am 
delighted Oban will play host to jobs fairs again 
this year. I have been involved in the organi-
sation of such events across the constituency 
for many years now and they are always huge-
ly successful and met with much positivity from 
both prospective employers and employees.

‘Argyll and Bute has an incredibly rich pool of 
talented people but often fi nding the right job 
can be challenging. That’s why events like this 
are so important to helping people fi nd oppor-
tunities and jobs they may never have before 
considered an option. With so many local em-
ployers taking part in the fair, I am sure it will 
once again be greatly received and I am look-
ing forward to hearing of its success.’

Come visit our Wyvex Media stand for advice on working in the newspaper and media industry.

Brendan O’Hara MP added: ‘It is great to see the 
return of the jobs fair to Oban which has been 
a great benefi t to both jobseekers and employ-
ers. Whether you are looking for your fi rst job 
after leaving school or graduating, looking to 
change jobs or even fi nd a totally new career, 
the jobs fair may be just what you are looking 
for. With a whole range of employers wanting to 
speak Oban’s jobseekers, it will be a fantastic 
opportunity to speak to them face-to-face in a 
relaxed, friendly atmosphere.’

‘With so many local 
employers taking part 
in the fair, I am sure 
they will once again 
be greatly received 
and I am looking for-
ward to hearing of their 
success,’ Mr Russell 
said.

 

Oban prepares for jobs fair

How to get the best 
out of a job fair

Corran Halls 
10.30am - 1pm 

Tuesday 
March 6

Employers usually do not in-
terview at the fair, but they 
may collect business cards 
and CVs that can lead to 
meaningful interviews in the 
weeks to come. Nevertheless, 
jobseekers should be ‘on’ 
when they attend a job fair, 
because serious interviews 
can occur on the spot.
So, how can you get the best 
out of a job fair?
Dress for success. When you 
attend a jobs fair, wear prop-
er business attire. You may be 
meeting your new boss and 
want your fi rst impression to 
be professional.
Bring your ‘A’ game. Print a 
dozen or so copies of your CV 
and have those on hand to 
leave with potential employ-
ers (see our top tips for CV 
success.) If you are in tran-
sition, consider getting busi-
ness cards. They don’t have 
to be fussy, but it helps if they 

are professionally printed and 
not printed on your home 
computer.
Do your homework. Read the 
fair guide before you go to 
fi nd out which companies are 
coming. Make a shortlist of 
those you most want to visit, 
then familiarise yourself with 
the company websites. That 
way, when you meet the em-
ployer, you will seem knowl-
edgeable - and you won’t 
waste their time asking some-
thing a basic online search 
will answer.
Ask the right questions. Avoid 
asking what the company 
does (you should have done 
your homework) or questions 
such as how much they pay 
or what they can offer you. 
Better questions would en-
compass what experience 
they like applicants to have 
or how they would describe 
the company culture.

Start your hospitality career with Perle Oban

Perle Hotels Ltd is a small group of 
hotels passionate about providing 
unique stays for the discerning 
traveller. Wherever possible we work 
with local suppliers to create a truly 
authentic experience for our guests.

The Perle Oban Hotel
The Perle Oban Hotel  launched in 
May of 2017 after undergoing a multi-
million pound renovation. 
This beautiful property represents a 
luxury touch in Oban, o� ering guests 
from the UK and all over the world a 

special experience and a holiday to 
remember.
Part of the Perle Hotels Group, The 
Perle Oban is the � agship hotel. It 
has 59 rooms, a Parisian style café 
and bar, and a new concept Easter 
Mediterranean restaurant opening on 
the 19th of March 2018.
We o� er a variety of roles, sta�  
accommodation, fantastic training, 
competitive pay and great 
bonuses. Currently recruiting for 
F&B Supervisors, F&B sta�  and 
Housekeepers. 
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1. Be creative. Experiment 
with the format of your CV 
and try to add your per-
sonal fl air to the layout. In 
recent years, candidates 
have even gone digital in 
the form of video CVs and 
games, but this is usually 
only worth it if you’re in a 
creative industry.

2. Be careful. If you choose 
a more creative format 
for your CV, don’t let it be 
detrimental – don’t choose 
anything too distracting or 
diffi cult to read from.

3. Proofread. Make sure 
you triple check your CV; 
you don’t want avoida-
ble errors to hinder your 
chances before you’re 
even through the door. 
Have someone else check 
over it too.

4. Don’t make it too long. 
Your CV should be no 
longer than one or two A4 
pages. Recruiters aren’t 
likely to have the time to 

read fi ve pages, no matter 
how talented you are.

5. Tailor each CV. Every 
CV you send out should be 
tailored to the role you’re 
applying for. Choose rel-
evant examples and skills 
to demonstrate why you’re 
the best person for the job.

6. Keep it up to date. Up-
date your CV whenever 
you gain a new skill or 
qualifi cation. Remember 
that your career goals may 
change over time and that 
your CV should refl ect this. 

7. Sending your CV online. 
In today’s digital world, 
you may be sending your 
CV via email or through a 
job board like CV-Library. 
Save your CV with the .PDF 
fi le extension to ensure 
that recruiters can open it 
on any device. A PDF will 
also maintain formatting, 
so you can be sure that 
employers are seeing your 
CV as you intended.

7 tips 
for CV 

success 
in 2018

Is your job search off to a 
slow start or getting stuck? 

Here are some quick, 
time-saving job search tips 
that will help your hunt for a 
new job go smoothly.

Be prepared. Have a voice-
mail system in place and 
sign-up for a professional 
sounding email address. 

Consider getting a separate 
email account to use for 
your job search, so you can 
stay organised. Put your 
mobile phone number on 
your resume so you can fol-
low up in a timely manner.

Be more than prepared. 
Always have an up-to-date 
resume ready to send, even 
if you are not currently 
looking for work. You never 
know when an opportunity 
that is too good to pass up 
might come along. If you're 
not on LinkedIn yet, create 
a LinkedIn profi le and start 
making connections that 
can help your job search.

Get help. Utilise free or in-

expensive services that pro-
vide career counselling and 
job search assistance such 
as job fairs, college career 
offi ces, Jobcentre offi ces or 
your local public library.

Create your own templates. 
Have copies of your resume 
and cover letter ready to 
edit. That way you can 
change the content to 
match the requirements of 
the job you're applying for, 
but the contact information 
and your opening and clos-
ing paragraphs won't need 
to be changed. Microsoft 
Word users can download 
free templates for resumes, 
covering letters and email 
messages that can be 
personalised for your own 
correspondence.

Have your references 
ready. Have a list of three 
refer ences, including name, 
job title, company, tele-
phone number and email 
address ready to give to 
interviewers. Print a copy of 
your reference list and take 
it with you to interviews. 

Use your network. Be aware 
of the fact that some job 
openings aren't advertised. 

Tell everyone you know that 
you are looking for work. 
Ask if they can help.

Get social. Social network-
ing sites like Facebook and 
Twitter can be a good way 
to get job listings before 
they are listed elsewhere. 

Don't stop. Don't limit your 
job searching to the web-
sites like Monster or Indeed. 

Check the smaller niche 
sites that focus on a particu-
lar geographic location or 
career fi eld. 

Attend job fairs to meet 
potential employers and 
network, and keep an eye 
out in the classifi ed section 
of your local newspapers. 

Look for time-savers. 
Strapped for time or stuck 
for ideas? Consider getting 
help writing or editing your 
resume by a professional 
service.

Top tips when 
searching for a job

Providing outstanding personal care and support Carr Gomm – Rewarding people who care

Providing outstanding personal care 
and support, Carers Direct provides 
a complete person-centred home 
care service for elderly and less able 
people living in their own homes and 
in their own communities. At Carers 
Direct, we understand that some of 
the daily routines many people take 
for granted can become difficult 
or restrictive. We 
are looking for 
passionate carers to 
be part of our team, 
helping people to 
retain their dignity 
and independence 
at home and enjoy 
life to its fullest.
Our care and support 
services also extend 
to supporting 
people in their 
local community, 
assisting in their 

sense of inclusion and wellbeing. 
This support can be with going to the 
shops, to appointments or assisting 
during a leisure or social activity. If 
you would like to assist in maintaining 
a person’s health, comfort, dignity 
and quality of life, then contact us for 
more information on how to become 
a carer.

As one of Scotland’s leading social care 
providers, Carr Gomm helps people to 
lead their lives safely and independently, 
enabling them to do the things they 
want to do that so many of us take for 
granted.
Our Argyll and Bute service provides 
care and support to older people and 
people with learning disabilities in 
the comfort of their home so they are 
able to stay safe and well in their own 
environment. 
Those wishing to join the team at 
Carr Gomm will have the opportunity 
to work across a range of services, 
supporting people from all walks of life 
with di� erent stories to tell. The role is 
challenging but also hugely rewarding 
as you are able to make a real di� erence 
in someone’s life.
Christine Nicol, operations manager for 
Argyll and Bute, at Carr Gomm, said: ‘We 
are looking for motivated and dedicated 
individuals who are passionate about 

people and want to make a real 
di� erence in the local community.
‘Due to developments in our services, 
we are looking to increase our team in 
Argyll and Bute so we can continue to 
provide an e�  cient and professional 
service.
‘We o� er a comprehensive learning 
and development package, which 
means that no previous experience or 
quali� cations are required. Bene� ts 
include paid travel time, enhanced 
holidays, maternity and paternity leave 
and a pension.’
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If you let it get to 
you, searching 
for jobs can be a 
laborious drudgery, 
causing stress, 
depression, anxiety, 
frustration, bouts of 
anger and binge 
eating. So how do 
you counter the blue 
funk that job-
searching can bring? 
Here are some tips 
for the journey.

Be hopeful
Keeping a sense of opti-
mism and anticipation goes 
a long way. While it's not 
necessary to dig deep and 
fi nd an untapped well of 
unending joy, it does help 
to keep a bit of hopefulness 
that you'll eventually fi nd 
something. You will! 

Have something to 
look forward to
Unless you're looking 
forward, you'll be looking 
down, and probably feeling 

pretty down in the process. 
When you're engaged in 
a tough job search, set 
things to look forward to. 
For example, tell yourself 
that if you keep searching 
for three days (even if you 
haven't found something), 
you'll treat yourself. Keep it 
small, but keep something 
on the horizon that helps 
you move forward with a 
sense of anticipation.

Have a brainstorming 
session
Could you be missing out on 
something in your search? 
Maybe, but maybe not. 
Either way, a brainstorming 
session and job search 
strategy time might be just 
what you need. Close the 
door, grab a cup of coffee 
and start writing down your 
thoughts. What are other 
opportunities you could ex-
plore or venues you haven't 
tried? What work-at-home 
business could you start?

Plan to celebrate
One way to keep the 
spirits high is to plan for a 
big celebration when you 

fi nally land a job. Think big. 
When you get a job, plan to 
go out to eat, invite some 
friends, have a cookout or 
go to a theme park. You've 
met your goal, and that 
deserves some fun. Besides, 
it helps you keep the spark 
of motivation and a sense 
of anticipation as you put 
your nose back to the 
grindstone.

Do something different
The drudgery of the job 
search can be mind-
numbing. Looking up and 
taking a breath of fresh air 
can help clear the senses 
and improve the spirit. Try 
a new approach. Take your 
computer outside for a 
change. Spend a morning 
at a coffee shop instead of 
in your living room. Go onto 
a different website. Check 
out some blogs. Break out of 
your routine and try some-
thing out of the ordinary. 

Take a break
You deserve it. After days, 
weeks or even months of 
fruitless searching, give your 
mind a break. The power of 

breaks – even little ones – 
can give you that second 
wind that you need to rush 
back into the task with 
renewed vigour and opti-
mism. Enjoy a brief respite, 
and hit it again – harder and 
with higher spirits.

Enlist the support of a 
friend
Finding a job is like working 
out. It's no fun, but it's so 
important. In another sense, 
it's like working out because 
it's best done with someone 
else. A friend who is also job 
seeking can be a source of 
encouragement, tips, con-
versation and motivation 
when times are tough or 
spirits are low. Plan to do it 
together. Swap locations, 
fi x a treat and go at it.

Although searching for a 
job can be a gruelling pro-
cess, keep your head held 
high because this could be 
the week you fi nd the job of 
your dreams.

How to keep 
your spirits up 
when hunting 

for work

Don’t get stuck behind a desk all day!

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk   0345 230 9969

Looking for a rewarding 
career in childcare?

Take your first steps with us

All of our Introductory, NC and HNC courses include on 
the job training to help you step straight into a job when 

you qualify.  

Talk to us today and discover childcare jobs and training 
that could shape lives and shape your career.

With the expansion of Early Learning services across 
Scotland there’s never been a better time to consider a 

career in childcare.

Are you full of beans? Adventurous? 
Creative? Looking for a fun and 
rewarding job? Well, you’re in the 
right place. When you choose a career 
in early learning and childcare, every 
single day will be di� erent. There’s a 
mix of indoor and outdoor activities 
– after all, kids love being outside.  At 
our Little Learners Nursery in Oban 
you’ll � nd yourself outside quite a 
lot, helping children learn about and 
discover the world – exploring outside 
either on the beach, discovering our 
‘Gru� alo-land’ in the forest or playing 
in Dunsta� nage Castle.
With the Scottish Government set to 
nearly double the availability of funded 
childcare places by 2020, the sector is 
set to see a corresponding increase in 
demand for quali� ed childcare workers 
so there’s never been a better time to 
enter the profession.
This is a skilled job and, after training, 
you’ll have a recognised professional 
quali� cation. Whether you’re a school 
leaver or simply starting your career, 
with � exible training options from 
on the job training, to college-based 
learning and even apprenticeships, 
you can come into the job in a way 
that suits you. There are lots of jobs 
available – from an early learning 
and childcare practitioner, helping 
children develop the skills they need 
for life, to a manager, leading a team 

of professionals, there are a variety of 
roles to suit di� erent quali� cations 
and experience. Even better, there are 
plenty of opportunities to develop. 
This is not just a job. It’s a career with 
the chance progress up the ranks.
Sean Cooke, senior practitioner at the 
award-winning Little Learners’ Nursery, 
urged anyone interested in pursuing 
childcare as a career to check out 
what’s on o� er at their local college 
centre.
‘I started my training right here in 
Oban with Argyll College UHI. I went 
on to study in Glasgow and I was lucky 
enough to gain valuable experience 
working in Ayrshire. I’m delighted to 
have returned home and love working 
in this profession.’
Argyll College UHI o� ers � ve levels 
of courses in childcare, ranging from 
Childhood Studies: An Introduction 
right up to BA (Hons) in Childhood 
Practice or BA (Hons) in Child and Youth 
Studies.
Whether you’re new to childcare and 
higher education or whether you’d like 
to boost existing quali� cations, Argyll 
College UHI will have a course to suit 
you so come in and have a chat, pick up 
a copy of our prospectus or look at our 
website.  It might prove the best thing 
you ever did.
Visit www.argyllcollege.ac.uk  or call 
01631 559500 to � nd out more.

Aldi will be on the lookout for 
hardworking retail talent at the Oban 
Jobs Fair on 5th March 2018, to support 
its stores across the Western Scottish 
Highlands. 
Aldi is recruiting Apprentices, Store 
Assistants and Deputy Store Managers 

for its store in Oban and its new stores 
in Fort William and Aviemore, which are 
due to open this year. 
Current employees, including Area 
Managers, will be on hand during the 
event to chat to those interested in 
pursuing a rewarding career with one 

of Scotland’s largest retailers, o� ering 
tips and advice on how candidates can 
stand out in their applications. 
Aldi, crowned the Grocer Gold’s 
Employer of the Year 2017, now 
pays the majority of its employees a 
minimum rate of £8.85 per hour, which 

is signi� cantly higher than most other 
British supermarkets, and attendees 
can � nd out more about Aldi’s 
attractive bene� ts package and career 
progression opportunities, throughout 
the jobs fair.

Aldi on lookout for retail talent at Oban Jobs Fair
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

See us at 
the Oban 
Jobs Fair
March 6
Corran Halls, Oban

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

Bowmans
5 Duisky, Kinlocheil, Fort William, PH33 7AW

Skip Hire, Recycling & Waste Disposal
Tel: 01397722218 Fax: 01397722434 

www.bowmanskiphire.co.uk

VACANCIES

CLASS 1 (C+E) DRIVER
We have a vacancy for a Class 1 (C+E) driver.

Experience in waste, tippers or skips is beneficial.
We operate a modern, well maintained fleet.

Duties to include collecting and delivering skips but may include 
tipper work, refuse vehicles and bulk tipper work in return for a 

generous rate of pay and good working conditions.

Waste operative/ labourer 
We have a position within our recycling team at our Duisky 

depot. Daily transport is available. The suitable candidate must 
be trustworthy and reliable. Duties will include but are not limited 
to: Separating recyclable materials from the waste stream. Site 

maintenance General labouring
Send your CV to: info@bowmanskiphire.co.uk

Or: Bowmans, 5 Duisky, Fort William, PH33 7AW

Community Caretaker  Oban, Lorn & Isles
£16,574 - £19,498 35 hours (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm)
Permanent
This post requires;
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK Driving Licence 
• Access to a vehicle insured for business use
For more information, please contact Robert MacKay on 
01546 605927 or email Robert.mackay@acha.co.uk.
Interviews for the above post will be held in Oban on 14th 
March 2018.
AHFA Electrician West Argyll
£25,519 - £30,023 37.5 hours (Mon – Fri 8:30am - 16:30pm)
Permanent 
Argyll Homes for All require a qualified and experienced electrician 
to carry out repairs and periodic testing to our houses. Some 
multi-tasking may be required. Good salary plus additional on call 
premium and call out payments, overtime, and excellent package 
including holidays, sick pay, insurance and other benefits.
This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK driver’s license
For more information, please contact Lee Holness on 
01546 605815
Interviews for the above post will be held in Oban on 
12th March 2018. 
Closing Date for both posts: 
12 noon on Friday 2nd March 2018
To apply visit the recruitment section of our website at 
www.acha.co.uk. CVs are not accepted.
If you cannot access the website, please contact the 
recruitment team: 01546 605817
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

The Mellex Group Limited
Due to expansion and an increase in business we have the following full 
time positions available:

HGV Volumetric Mixer Driver / Operator
The ideal candidate should have a Class 2 Licence, a current driver CPC 
and have experience of driving and operating a volumetric mixer, but full 
training can be given to a candidate who is keen to learn new skills.  The 
role may require you to help out in other areas of the business at times, 
so a flexible attitude to work is essential.  
Typical hours of work would be 07:30 to 17:30 Monday to Friday, with 
some additional hours and weekend work if and when required.  Salary 
dependent on experience.

Small Plant Mechanic
Based at our West Coast Tool & Plant Hire Depot in Ardrishaig, but on 
occasions may be required to work out on site.  Applicants must be able 
to demonstrate qualifications and also hold a driving licence.  
Hours – 07:30 to 17:30 Monday to Friday, with additional hours optional if 
and when required.  Salary dependent on experience.

Hire Desk Controller
Based at our West Coast Tool & Plant Hire Depot in Ardrishaig.  Applicants 
should be computer literate, but training will be given on our bespoke ‘IT 
hire system’.  Knowledge of tool and plant is preferable, but not essential 
if keen to learn.  The role requires a strong commitment to deliver good 
customer service, and it is essential that the candidate has excellent 
communication skills, can multi-task, and is able to work on own initiative 
as well as with fellow colleagues.  Applicants should also hold a driving 
licence. 
Hours – 07:30 to 17:30 Monday to Friday, with additional hours optional if 
and when required.  Salary dependent on experience.

For all positions please apply in writing and include a CV with 
previous work experience to – Fay Harris, Mellex Group Ltd., 
Glenburn Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll, PA30 8EU.  
E-mail – fay@mellex.co.uk .  Applications can also be handed in 
to the Ardrishaig Depot.  Closing date for all positions Friday 23 
February 2018.

 NCN’EAN DISTILLERY   

is seeking a 

VISITOR MANAGER  
Ncn’ean is a small independent distillery on the Morvern peninsula pioneering 
sustainable production and creating experimental spirits. 

We are looking for an organised person with excellent communication skills, who 
has drive and enthusiasm, to join our small team.   

Responsibilities will include – 

• Managing the daily operations in relation to the visitor experience 
• Develop, deliver and promote tours and events programme 
• Managing the shop and refreshments including range, sourcing and 

stock control 
• Organise booking systems 
• Implement marketing and advertising plans 

We offer an attractive salary for 40hrs per week Monday to Friday. 

For full job description and further details please contact 

Peter Gutierrez, Acting CEO peter@ncnean.com 

Closing date for applications 5pm on Wednesday 28th February. 

AT HOME-START LORN 
WE ARE LOOKING 

FOR AN EXPERIENCED 
PART-TIME SECRETARY/

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
20hrs per week

Salary (FOR 20 HOURS): £9589 - £10155 Per annum 
depending on experience.

To receive an application pack contact the office 
on 01631 566749 

Closing Date: Noon on Tuesday 27th February 2018     
Home-Start Lorn is committed to equal opportunity and diversity

EXPERIENCED LABOURER 
REQUIRED 

for all types of groundworks. 
Driving licence essential. 

Excellent rates of pay.  
Please contact James McLaren by email 

at info@mclarenplanthire.co.uk.

Oban Link club is seeking a part time project worker for 6 hours pwk, £12 p/hour 
(worked on average basis), to support those with mental health issues in a safe 
space at day /evening / weekend times.  The postholderwill work from the Link Club 
sessional premises in Oban focussed on group support and occasional trips. It 
may include some local engagement and communication to help raise awareness 
of mental health. This is a 3 year post supported by Big Lottery Scotland. 
For details please email developingpotential@outlook.com  Closing date 5th 
March2018.

Developing Potential SCIO, SC045456, 50A Union St, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JS

Vacancy: 1 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operative

Location: Furnace Smolt Unit, near Inveraray, Argyll
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Indus-
try producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding 
market. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles 
of Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a 
sustainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Operative 
at our Furnace Smolt Unit.  As part of a small team, you will assist your colleagues 
in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working environment for all.

The Role:

The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Management Team 
for Furnace. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 
• At least 2 years’ experience working in an Aquaculture Recirculation Unit 
• Ability to participate in an Alarm Duty rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will 
   be required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and 
contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your 
covering letter and CV to krystal.flett@cookeaqua.com by 08 March 2018.

DALMALLY 
GOLF CLUB
Greenkeeping/

Grounds Maintenance Staff
Full Time or Part Time

Call Billy McKay 
01301 702100

Part-time Seasonal Positions
Duty Manager (retail)

Catering Assistants (x2)
Catering Supervisor

Receptionist
Tour Guide

April - October. Full training provided.
www.dunollie.org for more info

Dunollie Museum, Castle and Grounds, 
Oban, PA34 5TT. Tel: 01631 570550

Boyd Brothers 
Haulage Ltd 

Experienced HGV 
mechanic required 
to work in Corpach 

workshop. 
To apply please call 01397772235

 GILMORE SHEEP STOCK CLUB

CONTRACT 
SHEPHERD 
(in Roy Bridge Area)

Further information phone 01397 712411
or email stay@homagen.co.uk

Apply with CV to Clerk, 
Gilmore Stock Club, 

c/o Homagen, Roy Bridge, PH31 4AN
Closing Date March 16, 2018

Cleaner Wanted  
for Holiday 
Cottage. 

Excellent hourly 
rate plus travel 

allowance. 
Kilmelford area.

Apply to 
kameshouse1@

gmail.com 

In this wide and varied role, you will be primarily responsible for leading, 
co-ordinating and managing the day to day delivery of the services to Carers in 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Isles; ensuring that these are well integrated and in 

accordance with the organisation’s core values and legal requirements.

Your proven experience in developing, delivering and managing projects, as 
well as managing and supervising a team of people are key to this role.

You will require a good understanding of the issues and challenges facing carers: 
hence your experience and excellent interpersonal skills would be an essential 
attribute in managing the centre’s services and raising awareness of our work.

For further information and application pack please contact 01546 600 022 
or email wanida@dochasfund.org.uk

Closing date for applications 9th March 2018    Interview date 26th March 2018

DOCHAS CENTRE
CARERS CENTRE MANAGER   
LOCHGILPHEAD  £29,841 – 33,573 p.a.

CLEANING STAFF
required for 

Craobh Marina and 
Holiday Cottages

Hours and pay to be discussed
Start date - March 2018

Please contact the Marina Offi ce on 
01852 500222 

or email sue@craobhmarina.co.uk.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/00578/FUL

17/05613/FUL

18/00584/FUL

18/00230/FUL

Alt-Na-Slat
Invergarry

The Gathering, Inverie
Knoydart, Mallaig

Am Maol
Isle Of Muck
Mallaig

Caledonian Cabin
Invergarry

Demolition of ruinous house, 
erection of house and garage, 
installation of septic tank and 
soakaway, air source heat pump

Erection of extension to B&B/
guesthouse

Marine fish farm - Modifications 
including installation of two circular 
pens of 120m circumference, in a 
75m matrix grid, repositioning of 
10 pens, associated moorings, and 
feed barge, increase to maximum 
biomass

Change of use from garage to 
bunkhouse

PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Simon Nadin and Linda 
Nadin has registered their 
croft 13b Lower Carnach, 
Lismore and Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 17, 
2018
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4247

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr A P MaLean has 
registered their croft 
7Glenuig, Arisaig & 
Moidart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court 13 Nov 2018
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C4867

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS

J & J Caldwell
78, 79 & 82 Portuairk, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.242 ha –Existing house 
site
85694

A MacLean
21 Reef Enlg 29 
Balephetrish, Tiree
0.06 ha – Amenity ground
85629

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 22/03/18. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Public Exhibition
Coire Glas pumped storage proposal

SSE is submitting a revised planning 
application for the Coire Glas pumped 
storage scheme at Loch Lochy.
We are holding a public exhibition in 
order to provide the local community 
the opportunity to meet members of the 
project team and discuss our proposals.
For those not able to attend the 
exhibition event copies of the exhibition 
boards will be available for download 
from the project website (www.sse.com/
coireglas) from Wednesday 1st March.
The planning application will be 
submitted to the Scottish government 
for review in March 2018. The full 

application will be available for review 
online at www.energyconsents.scot/on
For questions about the project, please 
contact, Corinna Scholes: Corporate 
A� airs, SSE, 1 Waterloo Street, Glasgow, 
G1 6AY. Tel: +44 (0)7342 02742. Email: 
corinna.scholes@sse.com

Date: Tuesday 27th February
Time: 3pm – 7pm
Location:
Glengarry Community Hall
Invergarry 
PH35 4HG

The Highland Council has published a consultative paper on a proposal to 
establish a catchment area for Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar.
The paper has been issued under the terms of the Council’s procedure 
under the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, as amended.
The consultation period began on Monday 29 January 2018 and will fi nish 
on Friday 16 March 2018. During this period members of the public are 
invited to comment on the consultative proposal.
Arrangements have been made for representatives of the Highland 
Council to meet with parents, children and other members of the public to 
discuss the proposal at a public meeting to be held on:
27 February 2018, at 6.30pm in Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar 
All comments made in writing or at the public meeting will be presented in 
due course to the Highland Council’s People Committee for consideration.  
As this is a public consultation, written submissions, and a note of the 
meeting, will be made available to the public and any comments submitted 
may be published on the Council’s website – www.highland.gov.uk.  
Hard copies of the report have been made available at:
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar; Fort William Public Library; Caol Public 
Library; and the Highland Council’s Area Care and Learning Offi ce at 
Camaghael Hostel, Lochybridge, Fort William.    
Alternatively the proposals can be viewed online at: 
http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolconsultations

PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A GAELIC MEDIUM 
CATCHMENT AREA FOR 

BUN-SGOIL GHÀIDHLIG LOCH ABAR
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

Tha Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd air pàipear co-chomhairleach 
fhoillseachadh mu mholadh gus sgìre-sgoile a stèidheachadh airson Bun-
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar.
Tha am pàipear seo air fhoillseachadh fo theirmean modh-obrach na 
Comhairle fo Achd (Cho-chomhairle) (Alba) nan Sgoiltean 2010, mar a 
chaidh atharrachadh.
Thòisich an ùine cho-chomhairleachaidh air Diluain 29 Faoilleach 2018 agus 
crìochnaichidh i air Dihaoine 16 Màrt 2018. San ùine seo, tha fàilte air buill 
den phoball gus beachd a thoirt seachad mu mholadh na co-chomhairle. 
Chaidh ullachaidhean a chur air dòigh gus an coinnich riochdairean 
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd le pàrantan, clann agus buill eile den 
phoball gus bruidhinn mun mholadh aig coinneamh phoblach a thèid a 
chumail air:
27 Gearran 2018, aig 6.30f ann am Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar 
Thèid beachdan uile a thèid a thoirt seachad ann an sgrìobhadh no aig 
a’ choinneimh phoblaich a thoirt rè ùine do Chomataidh an t-Sluaigh aig 
Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd airson cnuasachadh orra. Seach gur e co-
chomhairle phoblach a tha seo, bidh tagraidhean sgrìobhte, agus nòta 
den choinneimh, rim faotainn dhan phoball agus math dh’fhaodte gum 
bi beachdan sam bith a thèid a thoirt seachad air am foillseachadh air 
làrach-lìn na Comhairle – www.highland.gov.uk.  
Gheibhear lethbhreacan cruaidh den aithisg aig:
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar; Leabharlann Poblach a’ Ghearasdain; 
Leabharlann Poblach a’ Chaoil; agus Oifi s Cùraim agus Ionnsachaidh na 
Sgìre aig Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd aig Ostail Camaghael, Drochaid 
Lòchaidh, An Gearasdan.   
Chithear na molaidhean air-loidhne aig: http://www.highland.gov.uk/
schoolconsultations

MOLADH SGÌRE-SGOILE AIRSON FOGHLAM 
TRON GHÀIDHLIG A STÈIDHEACHADH AIRSON 

BUN-SGOIL GHÀIDHLIG LOCH ABAR
BRATH MU CHOINNEAMH PHOBLACH

Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(DUNBEG VILLAGE ROADS) (20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2018
On Monday 19th February 2018, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order in terms of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on Monday 9th April 2018, 
introduces a 20mph speed limit on all of Dunbeg Village Roads.
Modifications
The restriction on the length of No.92 (3) Dunbeg Village Roads, Jane 
Road has been reduced in length by 10 metres. This is to allow the signs  
to be situated in an appropriate location where they are clearly visible 
to drivers entering the village from the A85 Trunk Road. This is a change 
to the Order as originally proposed and advertised in the Oban Times 
on 18th January 2018.
A copy of the Order and plan relative thereto can be inspected by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders or 
viewed during normal office hours at:-
(i)  Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 

Oban;
(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any 
provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers 
conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that 
any requirement of that Act or any instrument made under it has not been 
complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks from the 
23rd February 2018, apply to the Court of Session for 
this purpose.
Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL 
(A848 TOBERMORY PIER – SALEN PIER ROAD) 
(TOBERMORY)(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) (EXTENSION) 
ORDER 2018
NOTICE is hereby given that on Monday 19th of February 2018, Argyll and 
Bute Council made the above named Order under the relevant sections of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended. 
The Order, which comes into operation on Monday the 9th April 2018 
introduces an extension of the current 30mph speed restriction on the A848 
Tobermory Pier – Salen Pier Road on its southern approach to Tobermory. 
A copy of the Order as made and plan relative thereto can be inspected by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders 
or viewed during normal office hours at the following locations:
(i) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory;
(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any 
provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers 
conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that 
any requirement of that Act or any instrument made under it has not been 
complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks from the 
23rd of February 2018 apply to the Court of Session for this purpose. 
Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 – 
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/03283/PP Conversion of farm outbuildings to 
form dwellinghouse and associated 
private workshop/studio

Octomore Farm Port Charlotte Isle 
Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7UD 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

18/00233/PP Demolition of ruinous 
dwellinghouse, erection of 
dwellinghouse and installation of 
septic tank

Mount Pleasant Cottage Kerrera 
Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Office

18/00256/PP Change of use of existing workshop 
to form facility for the rectification 
and bottling of gin on a small scale

Workshop West Heynish West 
Hynish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute 
PA77 6UF 

Tiree Area Office

18/00068/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and 
utilisation of existing access

Land East Of Achara Glencruitten 
Oban Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Office

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a  
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not 
be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the 
Councils website.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (as amended)
Notice is hereby given that Building Design Studio has submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect 
of Potential Development Area PDA 5/5 of the Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2015 relating to Mixed Use 
Development.
A copy of the Masterplan (reference 18/00121/MPLAN) may be inspected Monday to Friday during normal opening 
times at Area Office, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, or by logging on the Council’s website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications during the period of 28 days beginning with the date 
of this notice.
Any person who wishes to make representation to the council about the Masterplan should make 
them in writing to Planning, Housing and Regulatory Services, Area Office, Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW before the 22nd March 2018.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

First Registration 
of a Croft

Duncan Black has registered 
his croft 7 Port Ramsay 
(Share), Port Ramsay in the 
Parish of Lismore and Appin 
in the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 8 November 
2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4869.

Blast date: 
Friday 23rd February 2018

Blast time: 12:00hrs
Banavie Quarry

www.scottishfield.co.uk
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Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.
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ALAN
TITCHMARSH
AT CASTLE 
OF MEY

The cost of this publication was met from Parliamentary resources.  

Donald Cameron MSP 
Member of the Scottish Parliament for               

Highlands and Islands region 

LOCAL SURGERY 
Friday 23rd February 

 

Alexandra Hotel, Fort William 
 

1.00pm - 2.00pm 
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DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES       
CAR DEALERSHIPS        MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
 Will collect. 

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota 

Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any 
condition, runner or not, 
high miles no problem.

Call today on 
0778 985 5381 

WANTED 4X4s
 FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed 

best price, no hassle, free 
collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, 
Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, 

Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 
Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, 
X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  
+ All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 

Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  
� eet purchases. Any age nearly 

new or old, any conditions 
from perfect to written o� , 

non runners, rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, blown engine, 

overheating etc. Cash in hand, 
no hassle, best cash price 

guaranteed.

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of 
cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS

17 Renault Captur DYN DCI, oyster grey/black, 25,000 miles .............. £13,850

66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE, titanium, 7,000 miles ........................... £10,550

66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver, 3,000 miles ........................................ £8,950

66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90, Mars red, 6,000 miles .......................... £12,950

66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav, white, 14,000 miles ................................. £9,750

16 Renault Kadjar DCi SIG-NAV, 4WD, ETRAS 19,000 Miles ................. £16,750

Renault Megane Estate car, 6 T-Line, gray, 15,000 miles .................... £11,250

15 Ford Fiesta zetc 1.2 blue 13,500 Miles ............................................. £8,950

15 Renault Clio Dyn Nav 1.2, 18,000 miles ........................................... £7,950

64 Nissan Qashqui DCI Tekna brown, lthr upholstery, 21,000 miles .... £14,850

64 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 Gray 31,000 miles  ................................................ £5,500

14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2 5dr, blue, 9,000 miles .................................. £8,500

14 Dacia Duster AMB, 1.5 DCI, blue, 4x4, 6,800 miles ........................... £6,750

14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 11,800 Miles ......................................................... £5,650

61 Volvo C30 Design Coupe, red, 24,000 ............................................... £8,250

VANS

66 Renault LWB Kangoo DCI, white 11,000 miles ....................... £8,650 + VAT

66 Renault SWD Tra�  c, DCI, white, 900 miles .......................... £13,500 + VAT

63 Renault Tra�  c LUB DCI, white, 58,000 ................................... £7,500 + VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

11 Peugeot 1.4 207 110           Fiat Panda           Ford Fiesta

Low deposit and � nance options available

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US
IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

R E N AU LT

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Phone 07388 575597

OFFSHORE 27 EX FISHING BOAT

£12,000
Tel 0779 4494785

SHAMROCK 21 WALKABOUT
Wheel house
YANMAR 250
HP inboard, USA
Built highest
standard, New
Antifoul, New 4
wheel road trailer,
Full winter cover
So many extras
to mention, 
Lifetime of enjoy
-ment to have 
from this craft

£12,000

Email lizzie@danubest.co.uk
The boat is stored in Glenelg. Photos available.

DRASCOMBE LUGGER
Excellent condition, dark green, 19’. 4HP Suzuki, 

‘Target’ depth sounder, oars, fenders, anchor/30m 
chain, new gunter main (2016), batten roached 

main. 2 rudders - standard and new kick-up 
(2016), pick-up buoy/10m stainless chain. Iroko 

� oorboards, 2 covers. 2.3m Waveco tender.
Galvanised Hallmark Roller-Coaster trailer.

£4,750
stoddarts of oban

01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

2017 TRX420FM2 power steering, 
only 1,938 miles, 
excellent con, 
latest spec, 
FS, new tyres, 
under sealed 
save £1,400 
on new price, 
24mth warranty 
low deposit, 
easy monthly 
terms available
£5,300+VAT

Tel 01852 200388

BENETEAU ANTARES 760 CABIN CRUISER
200hp Volvo 
engine. Full 
nav pack, 
excellent 
condition.  
Can be 
viewed at 
Craobh 
marina.
£30,000

Tel 07889 546017/07598 712565

TOYOTA HILUX 3 LITRE TURBO
Diesel Invincible
2010 model,
60 plate, Top of 
the range, 
Mot’d for 1 year,
1 owner from 
new, Very 
good condition
inside and out.
£8,750 ONO

Tel: 01583 441135/07393 867746

BMW 520D M-SPORT 2012 4 Dr
Saloon, excellent 
condition, carbon black 
metallic, 2 owners, 12 
mths MOT, 90k miles, 
2 keys, SH, full M-Sport 
package including 
seats, suspension /
bumpers,  Full lthr 
interior, dual automatic 
air con, PDC front /
rear, cruise control, 
keyless start, bluetooth.  
Unmarked 18” alloys, 4 
new tyres.

£10,995
Tel: 01564 870221/07831 181185

NISSAN NV200 VAN
2013 50k miles 
mot until sept
Tow bar, GRP 
lined, 2 sliding 
doors,
AVG 43mpg, 
Bluetooth, 
reversing 
camera
Tayvallich

£5,500 INC VAT

stoddarts of oban
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX500FM1 road registered 
2015, 3656 miles
latest model
spec. fully
serviced 
new tyres, 
undersealed
12 month
warranty
low deposit,
easy monthly
terms available

£5,700+VAT
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MORE POWER AND SPEED FOR ALL-ELECTRIC RENAULT ZOE 
– EUROPE’S BEST-SELLING EV

Renault has introduced a new 
80kW electric motor on ZOE 

New R110 motor provides ZOE 
with extra power and greater 
versatility

2018 model-year ZOE features 
Android Auto compatibility 
and the addition of an 
exclusive new body colour

ZOE was Europe’s best-selling 
electric vehicle in 2017

Renault has revealed its new 
2018 model-year ZOE, featuring 
the new R110 electric motor, Eu-
rope’s best-selling electric vehicle. 
This will be the � rst Renault EV to 
feature the new 80kW powerplant 
which combines extra power with 
even greater driving enjoyment.

Despite being the same size as 
the R90, the R110 is 12kW (16hp) 
more powerful than its predeces-
sor. 

Drivers will bene� t from strong-
er acceleration performance 
when travelling at higher speeds 
as the new motor shaves almost 
two seconds o�  ZOE’s 49.7-to-
74.5mph (80-120kph) time. This is 
a signi� cant improvement which 
provides even greater peace of 
mind at higher speeds.

At lower speeds the R110 packs 
the same punch as the R90 from 

which it is derived thanks to the 
instant availability of peak torque 
of 225Nm, making ZOE as nimble 
as ever in urban areas.

Elisabeth Delval, assistant pro-
gramme director, Renault ZOE, 
said: ‘Thanks to this power boost, 
ZOE is even more responsive and 
versatile when used for journeys 
out of town. In addition to being 
able to enjoy the pleasure of driv-
ing a ZOE, drivers will also bene� t 
from the longest range available 
for a mass-market electric car.’

The new R110 motor is the latest 
in Renault’s electric motor devel-
opment and production strategy 
and is further evidence of its 
expertise as Europe’s number one 
electric vehicle manufacturer. 

The R110 has been created spe-
ci� cally by Renault – an evolution 
of the R90, developed in just two 
years – and is made at the Cléon 
plant in Normandy having been 
designed by engineers based at 
both the Renault Technocentre 
and Cléon. 

In addition to carrying over the 
R90’s outstanding energy e�  cien-
cy, the R110 packs a combination 
of electrical machine – and power 
electronics-related innovations 
that have yielded an extra 12kW 
with no increase in either weight 
or volume.

The introduction of the R110 
takes the number of variants 
of the Renault-designed and – 
produced motor available for 
Kangoo Z.E., Master Z.E., ZOE and 
Daimler’s smart electric drive up 
to � ve (44kW, 57kW, 60kW, 68kW 
and 80kW).

FOR MORE DETAILS ON THE EV RANGE PLEASE CONTACT
W.D. SEMPLE    INVERARAY T 01499 302150  LOCHGILPHEAD T 01546 606767 

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs / Terraclean

Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

NEW STOCK ARRIVING SOON

VW Touran SE Tdi Bluemotion DSG (Auto/Man Box)
64 – 5 door estate  -  1,900 miles ...........................................£14,995

VW Polo SE Design
15  -  5 door h/back  -  5,820 miles ............................................£9950

VW Polo S60 1.2
61  - 5 door h/back  -  61,600 miles ..........................................£4,595

VW Caddy 2.0 Tdi
66  -  37,180 miles .......................................................... £9,845+VAT

Skoda Octavia SE Tdi
15 – 5 door h/back  - 35,315 miles .........................................£10,995

Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door estate  -  22,995 miles ...........................................£8,595

Ford Fiesta (Automatic) 
62  -  5 door  -  35,180 miles......................................................£7665

Nissan Note N-Tec 1.4
62 - 5 door h/back  -  9,682 miles .............................................£6,900

VX Astra Elite 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  13,000 miles ..........................................£7,900

Nissan Micra Visia 
63 – 5 door hatchback – 20,781 miles......................................£5,300

NEW CAR 
INDEX S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR

NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 

01631 568000

www.facebook.com/obantimes

West Coast 
PROPERTY GUIDE

LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           
PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO LET

2 BEDROOM 
FLAT 

with parking and 
communal garden.

In central 
Lochgilphead
Recently fully 
renovated

Available from 
15th March.

£430PCM PLUS bills
LR: 23780/130/25121

Interested parties 
please write to

PO 31, Oban Times, 
Cranog Lane,Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

Advertise your 
property locally, 
via the newspaper 
and online with 
the West Coast 
Property Guide.

Call now for 
more details
01631 568000

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Subscribe
for as little as 

56p
a week

www.
obantimes.

co.uk
/subscriptions

S&S USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website
 www.sandsservices.co.uk

Excellent fi nance packages available.
Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
2014 Isuzu D-max, TD Utah Double Cab 4x4, 2.5l
Diesel, Auto, Silver, 20,000 miles ................................£16,800+VAT

2015 Isuzu D-max TD  Yukon, Double Cab 4x4, 2.5l
Petrol, Manual, Silver, 37,802 miles .......................... £14,800+VAT

2014 Isuzu D-max, TD Utah Double Cab 4x4, 2.5l
Diesel, Manual, Green, 86,000 miles ........................ £13,900+VAT

2013 Isuzu D-max TD  Yukon, Double Cab 4x4, 2.5l
Petrol, Manual, Metallic Blue, 103,823 miles .................£9,750+VAT

2016 Subaru Outback, D SE Premium, 2l
Diesel, Manual, White, 4,500 miles ....................................£25,750

2016 Subaru WRX STi Type UK, 2.5l
Petrol, Manual, Black, 18,959 miles ...................................£23,300

2016 Subaru Forester XE, 2l
Petrol, CVT, White, 5,900 miles .........................................£22,995

2017 Subaru XV SE, 2l
Petrol, CVT, Blue, 2000 miles .............................................£21,295
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FARMING NEWS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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TIREE – United 
Auctions held their 
annual early spring sale 
of all classes of cattle at 
Tiree Auction Mart. A 
smaller entry than nor-
mal sold well at levels 
comparing favourably 
to current mainland 
values. Bullocks sold to 
average 233.55 pence 
per kilo while heifers 
levelled out at 217.87 
pence per kilo.
Principal lots and 
prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks:
AAx: £1080 & £980 – 
Heylipol Farm : £920 
& £800 – Whitehouse 
(Hayes)
BSx: £780 – 34 
Balephetrish
BRBx: £700 – 15 
Crossapol
CHARx: £1160, 
£1140, £1130 & 
£1100 – Heylipol Farm 
: £1100 – Salum : 
£1100 – Heylipol Farm 
: £1070 – Ardmay : £970 
– Heylipol Farm.
HERx: £700 – 34 
Balephetrish.
LIMx: £1150 – Heylipol 
Farm : £1100 – Salum 
: £1100(3) & £1090 
– Heylipol Farm : 
£1090 - 3 Kenovay 
: £1060 – Heylipol 
farm : £1050 – Salum 
: £1030 – 3 Kenovay 
& Salum : £1020(2) 
& £980 – Heylipol 

Farm : £940 – Salum : 
£930(2) – 3 Kenovay : 
£900 – Heylipol Farm.
SALx: £870 – 34 
Balephetrish : £830 – 8 
Cornaigbeg.
SIMx: £840(2) – 34 
Balephetrish.
Heifers
AAx: £680(3) – White-
house(Hayes).
BRBx: £640 – Mannal.
CHARx: £1040, 
£990 – Heylipol Farm : 
£980 – Salum : £970(3) 
– Heylipol Farm : £900 
– Salum.
LIMx: £1020 – Heylipol 
Farm : £790(2) – Vaul.
SALx: £740 – 8 
Cornaigbeg.
SHx: £910 – Main 
Road.
SIMx: £720 – 3A 
Caolis.
In-calf cows
AAx: £1030 – Heylipol 
Farm.
BSx: £900 – 12 West 
Hynish.
BAx: £1060 – 6 
Barrapol.
LIMx: £1060, £1040(2), 
£1000(2), £990, £950 &; 
£880 – Heylipol Farm.
LUINGx: £850 – 12 
West Hynish.
Cows and calves
£1170 & £1080 – 6 
Barrapol.
In-calf heifers
£1400 – 13 Moss : 
£1350 – Heylipol Farm : 
£1150 – 13 Moss.
Farrow cows

£1080 – Heylipol Farm 
: £1050 – Croish : 
£1010 – 4 Heanish & 
Whitehouse.
Top prices per kilo
Bullocks
AAx: 262p(2) & 
248p(4) – Heylipol 
Farm.
BSx: 220p – Mainroad
BRBx: 226p – 15 
Crossapol.
CHARx: 295p, 277p, 

270p(2), 264p(2), 261p 
& 259p(2) – Heylipol 
Farm : 240p – 8 
Cornaigbeg : 234p – 
Salum & Ardmay.
LIMx: 287p – Heylipol 
Farm : 272p(3) – 9 Bar-
rapol : 266p – Heylipol 
Farm : 265p – Salum 
: 259p(3) – Heylipol 
Farm : 258p(2) – 1 
Kenovay : 257p – Salum 
: 256p(2) & 252p – 
Heylipol Farm : 252p – 
Hillcrest(5) & Heylipol 
Farm(2) : 251p – Vaul.
SALx: 229p – 8 
Cornaigbeg.
SHx: 241p – Mainroad.
SIMx: 244p(2) & 
242p(2) – Lochphuil.
Heifers
BRBx: 251p – Mannal.
CHARx: 287p & 
285p(3) – Heylipol 
Farm : 282p – Salum : 
248p – 8 Cornaigbeg : 
244p – Heylipol Farm : 

243p – Heylipol Farm : 
242p & 230p – Salum.
LIMx: 249p – Heylipol 
Farm : 234p(2) – Vaul 
: 233p(2) – 1 Kenovay : 
232p(2) – Hillcrest.
SHx: 245p – Mainroad.
SIMx: 270p – Hough.
 
STIRLING – United 
Auctions on Wednes-
day February 14 sold 
1653 store cattle and 
young bulls, and 145 
cast cows and forward 
cattle.
Including the Aberfeldy 
show and sale 
sponsored by Starlyne 
Group.
Bullocks (912) 
-averaged 243.30p to 
404.30ppk for a 470kg 
LimX from Newton of 
Logierait, and to £1900 
for a 470kg LimX from 
Newton of Logierait.
B&W Bullocks 

(30) - averaged 139.74p 
to 165.70ppk for a 
356kg HFX from West 
Drumlemble, and to 
£870 for a 582kg HFX 
from Inchgall.
Heifers (711) – averaged 
236.44p to 335.90ppk 
for a 384kg LimX from 
Wester Bonhard, and to 
£1550 for a 532kg LimX 
from Pittentian.
Cast cows (119) - 
averaged 143.93p to 
200.60ppk for a AAX 
from Lower Luthrie, 
and £1470 for a CHX 
from Mid Cambush-
innie.
Dairy cows (19) - 
averaged 118.17p 
to 148.70ppk for a 
HFX  from Meikle 
Camoquhill and to 
£1010 for a HFX from 
Broughmore.
Forward cattle (9) - 
averaged 166.92p to 

202.10ppk for a SimX 
from Ancaster Est and 
to £1370 for a SimX 
from Ancaster Est.
Bullocks: Up to 
250kgs – Gartness 
£580; Hartside 264.8p; 
250-300kgs- Sorn 
Mains £810; 297.8p; 
301-350kgs- Newton of 
Logierait £990; 290.3p; 
351-400kgs- Newton 
of Logierait £1280; 
323.2p; 401-450kgs- 
Newton of Logierait 
£1360; 335.8p; 451-
500kgs- Newton of 
Logierait £1900; 
404.3p; 501-551kgs- 
Ballechin £1300; 
Pittentian 247.5p; 
552-601kgs – Hilton of 
Beath £1330; 232.1p; 
602-651kgs – Stanley 
£1400; 220.6p; 652-
701kgs – Pitsundry 
£1380; 207.8p.
Heifers: Up to 
250kgs- Sorn Mains 
£620; 263.8p; 251-
300kg – Balachallan 
£750, 250.9p; 
301-350kg- Strathnafa-
naig £1020; 294.8p; 
351-400kgs- Wester 
Bonhard £1290, 225.9p; 
401-450kgs- Ballechin 
£1280; 298.0p; 451-
500kgs- Ballechin 
£1500; 311.9p; 
501-551kgs- Pittentian 
£1550; Ballechin 
296.9p; 552-601kg- 
Stanley £1320; Wester 
Bonhard 230.5p; 
602-651kgs- Stanley 
£1400; 231.0p.
OTM cows:
£ per head – Drum-
mond Est (AA) £1250; 
Goodockhill (BS) 
£1170; Traprain (BRB) 
£1170; Goodockhill 
(BA) £1370; Mid Cam-
bushinnie (CH) £1470; 
Millhaugh (HE) £1130; 
Broughmore (HF) 
£1010; Bridgehouse 
(Lim) £1390; Meikle 
Camoquhill (MO) 

£1050; Traprain (Sal) 
£1130; Ancaster Est 
(SH) £1170; Shawsmill 
(Sim) £1190; Newton of 
Arbirlot (Cont) £1090.
PPK- Lower Luthrie 
(AA) 200.6p; Goodock-
hill (BS) 145.2p; Wester 
Bonhard (BRB) 152.7p; 
Wester Lochgreen 
(BA) 171.3p; Mid 
Cambushinnie (CH) 
185.6p; Millhaugh 
(HE) 174.9p; Meikle 
Camoquhill (HF) 
148.7p; Bridgehouse 
(Lim) 181.5p; Meikle 
Camoquhill (MO) 
173.2p; Traprain (Sal) 
151.1p; Ancaster Est 
(SH) 182.8p; Lower 
Luthrie (Sim) 156.6p; 
Newton of Arbirlot 
(Cont) 155.7p.
OTM bulls:
£ per head- Balhelvie 
(AA) £1390; Burnhead 
(CH) £1610; Grass-
mainston (Lim) £1350.
PPK-East Memus (AA) 
115.8p; Burnhead (CH) 
191.2p; Grassmainston 
(Lim) 189.9p.
Aberfeldy Show prize 
list
Champion: J Prentice, 
Pittentian 532kg £1550.
Reserve: J Robertson, 
Newton of Logierait 
492kg £1280
Single Blk: 1st J 
Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait  402kg £1350,  
2nd J Robertson, 
Newton of Logierait 
414kg £1200, 3rd 
Ballechin Farms 536kg 
£1300
Single Hfr: 1st J 
Prentice, Pittentian 
532kg £1550, 2nd J 
Robertson, Newton 
of Logierait 492kg 
£1280, 3rd J Robertson, 
Newton of Logierait 
388kg £1210
Champion pen of 4: J 
Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait (Blks) 423kg 
£1360

Pen of 4 Blks: 1st J 
Robertson, Newton 
of Logierait 423kg 
£1360, 2nd J Robertson, 
Newton of Logierait 
459kg £1300, 3rd R 
Simpson, Mains of 
Creuchies 465kg £1250
Pen of 4 Hfrs: 1st 
Ballechin Farms 
481kg £1500, 2nd W 
Thomson, Hilton of 
Beath 470kg £1210, 3rd 
J Robertson, Newton of 
Logierait 427kg £1150

STIRLING – Report 
for plant and equipment 
sale held at Caledonian 
Marts Ltd, Stirling on 
Friday February 16.
Caledonian Marts Ltd 
sold 768 lots at their 
February sale of plant, 
tractors and machinery 
with a clearance of 89 
per cent throughout. 
Items sold to £7,200 for 
a Massey Ferguson 135.
Other leading prices:
£6,800 Toyota Hilux (10 
Reg) £6,500 Premier 
Unistock Cattle Han-
dling System £4,200 
JCB Sitemaster (H 
Reg) £4,200 JCB 
Digger (2004) £3,600 
John Deere 1565 
Mower £3,500 Marshall 
Bale Trailer
Prices of interest:
£2,000 Ifor Williams 
HB510 £2,000 Hudson 
Livestock £1,600 Ifor 
Williams Flat Trail-
er £950 Major Grass 
Topper £900 Portequip 
Tombstone Feeder 
£500 Snow Plough £31 
per Bale for Wheat 
Straw £30 per Gate for 
Sheep Gates
The next implement 
sale will be Friday April 
13. For more infor-
mation please contact 
Oliver Shearman 07730 
046252, Laura Bailey 
07561 305922 or David 
Erskine 07900 435700.

Around the markets

Presenting the Donald Pattullo Memorial Cup were, left to right, Euan Pattullo, Millhaugh; Roy Nicol, 
Starlyne Group; David Peters, West Bog – judge;  Michelle Pattullo, Millhaugh; J Prentice, Pittentian; 

and George Purves, United Auctions. 

Argyll and Lochaber 
shepherds impress 
at stockjudging event
COMPETITORS travelled 
from across Loch aber and 
Argyll to compete in the annual 
stockjudging competition.

Ninety four competitors came 
to Ben Nevis Auction Mart in 
Torlundy, near Fort William, on 
Friday February 2, where judge 
John Nudds inspected eight dif-
ferent classes of sheep supplied 
by local shepherds and estates.

Results:
Children, aged five to 16: 1 

Megan Campbell, 334; 2 Dun-
can MacDonald, 324; 3 Jessica 
Ann MacDonald, 316.

Ladies: 1 Sandra Wood, 336.
Open competition: 1 Roddy 

MacLeod, 336; 2 Paulo Berrar-
delli, 358; 3 Blair Menzies, 355.

Highest place local: Roddy 
MacLeod, 366.

Team competition: 1 Ewan 
Cameron and Robbie Camp-
bell, 683; 2 Zoe MacKay and 

Blair Menzies, 681; 3 Sybil and 
George MacPherson, 660.

Champion draw: Callum Mac-
Kenzie.

Tup lamb competition: Ewan 
Cameron.

Proceeds from the event were 
donated to two local charities, 
with MS Lochaber and Shop-
mobility each receiving £400.

The stockjudging committee 
thanks all the competing shep-
herds for bringing their sheep to 
be judged, as well as the ladies 
for scoring the results. 

The committee also thanks 
the local companies and friends 
who donated raffle prizes and 
the ladies who sold tickets for 
the draw. 

The committee appreciated 
the contribution of home-bak-
ing for the wonderful spread 
and thank the ladies for serving 
teas.

Union writes to all major 
retailers ahead of Easter
NFU Scotland has written to 
all major supermarkets asking 
them to commit to offering 
Scottish lamb this Easter.

Easter is a hugely important 
time for sales of lamb, with 
many traditionally celebrating 
with a roast at family meals.

While Scottish lamb produc-
tion falls towards the start of 
spring, farmers believe there is 
more than enough lamb to fill 
Scottish store shelves and meet 
the year-round demand from 
Scottish shoppers for local, 
tasty home-produced lamb. 

The union has written to all 
retailers calling on them to sup-
port the Scottish sheep sector 
by stocking the highest volumes 
of Scottish produce possible.

Last Easter, an NFUS shelf-
watch found that two-thirds 

of the lamb on supermarket 
shelves was Scottish or British.  
However, in some stores, the 
percentage of imported lamb on 
shelves was well over 50 per cent 
and as high as 98 per cent.

NFU Scotland believes the fig-
ures for home-produced lamb 

can be significantly improved 
by greater retailer support and 
has, for the past two years, been 
working with retailers who stock 
imported lamb to increase their 
offering or extend the season 
for buying Scottish and British 
lamb before turning to imports.

In the letter to retailers, the 
union has asked supermarkets 
to provide information on what 
volumes of imported lamb they 
are likely to stock in the next 
few weeks as Easter approaches.   

It also urges members to keep 
an eye on shop shelves and let 
NFUS know good and bad news 
on the amounts of Scottish lamb 
being offered.

NFUS president Andrew 
McCornick said: ‘Scotland has 
the ability to produce high qual-
ity lamb all year round. That 

is something some retailers 
already support with a 100 per 
cent commitment to Scottish 
or British lamb throughout 
the year. However, last Easter, 
there was frustration and anger 
among Scottish sheep farmers 
when some retailers were found 
to be stocking up to 98 per cent 
imported produce.

‘As Scotland’s sheep farmers 
gear up for lambing, a strong 
signal from supermarkets that 
they are backing Scottish lamb 
would be very welcome.

‘Some retailers – Aldi, Lidl, 
Morrisons, Co-op and Marks 
and Spencer – are staunch sup-
porters, showing others – Tesco, 
Asda, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose 
– what can be achieved.

‘Our farmers and crofters are 
working hard to produce the 

tastiest lamb with world leading 
welfare, environmental, quality 
and health standards but with-
out the food miles of produce 
shipped from the other side of 
the world. That is something 
the Scottish public value and 
we want all supermarkets to 
commit to supplying Scottish 
lamb this Easter.

‘As well as working with 
supermarkets to increase the 
amount of our lamb on shelves, 
we also want to see what we can 
do collectively to increase lamb 
consumption in Scotland and 
we look forward to working with 
supermarkets to achieve this in 
the future, building on Scottish 
lamb promotions and the many 
lamb tastings that NFUS and 
others have held around the 
country in recent years.’

Andrew McCornick.

Massey Ferguson 135

Please phone 07759 931446

Very good 
tractor all round, 
ready for work

£3750 o.n.o.

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES

4 in-calf cows, 
2 pure Lim and 

2 cross Lim, due to 
calf April to Lim bull.
Tick acclimatised and 

elite status.
Telephone 

01688 500245 
C Leitch, 

Lagganulva Farm

CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2018 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 22nd MARCH 2018
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

20182018



 BOOKS

 BUILDING / DIY
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for 
older houses, ornate 
Victor ian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colours, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 564578².

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR TYRE Brand new 
Infi nity Tyre, 185/65R15 
88T, radial tubeless. 
Never used,  £20 Tele-
phone 07789 040811.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

FOUR WINTER TYRES 
Michelin Alpin winter 
tyres, 175/70/R13, 
unused, suitable for 
small car such as Fiat 
Panda, buyer to collect, 
Kilniver/Oban, £99 Tele-
phone 01852 316266.
VAN TYRE Ford 
Transit/Renault Traffi c 
van tyre. Avon Avanza 
215/70R15C 109/107R. 
As new, £25 Telephone 
01631 564578².

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DEHUMIDIFIER Home-
base dehumidifi er. Cost 
over £100. Excellent 
working order, £40 
ono Telephone 01586 
551551.
DEHUMIDIFIER Argos/
Homebase MDT-
10DMN3 10-litre/day 
dehumidifi er in full 
working order, £45 Tele-
phone 01546 603405.

 FURNITURE

ALMOST NEW 4 
SEATER SOFA Brown 
4 seater DFS sofa, clas-
sic design 2 cushions. 
Bought new from DFS 2 
years ago, lightly used, 
£250 Telephone 01852 
300326².
BLANKET CHEST 
painted pine, £20 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.

Thursday 22 February, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk

MOBILITY

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL

25CLASSIFIEDS
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S CHIMNEY SERVICES

RAYBURN 216 
MULTIFUEL 

RANGE C

Tel 07889 324823.

cooker in satin black.  
Professionally rebuilt.  Flue 
RHS, ovens RHS. 830 mm 
w x 820 mm h x 510 mm 
d. Fitted with a brand new 
stainless steel boiler (water 
pipes LHS), provides hot 

water and a heating capacity 
of 16,000 Btus (roughly 4 

radiators). Superb condition 
throughout. Photos available.  

Delivery possible.  Huge 
saving on a new equivalent 

cooker, 

£2,230

UPVC windows, Doors, Roofl ine,
Conservatory Roofs, GRP Fibre Glass Flat 

Roofi ng.  All roofi ng work undertaken.
We Cover Argyll and The Islands

PROPERTY CARE

“No job too big, or small!”

Phone: 0141 530 9855
Email: info@thistlepropertycare.co.uk

Website: www.thistlepropertycare.co.uk

MAGAZINE 
& BOOK 

COLLECTIONS

 Tel 07554 541548.

Mojo magazine 260 issues 
2000AD magazine

 475 issues 
World of Interiors magazine 

345 issues 
Bass Guitar magazine 

65 issues 
Also a selection of bass 

guitar and tab music books.

BLASTING

www.facebook.com/obantimes

LAPTOP TABLE Glass, 
round, £15 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
NARROW HALL TA-
BLE Narrow Hall table 
medium pine finish. 2 
drawers with a shelf 
below. Lovely condi-
tion, £35 Telephone 
01499 500216.
OAK CHEST OF 
DRAWERS Solid oak 
chest of drawers, 2 
large drawers and 2 
smaller ones. Medium 
oak finish, £40 Tele-
phone 01499 500216.
TWO SEATER Drop 
Side Couch, uphol-
stered in recent times, 
would suit older prop-
erty, £99.99 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
TWO SEATER 
COUCH Recently 
re-upholstered, would 
suit older property, 
£99.99 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.

 GARDEN

VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chim-
ney pots in various 
sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. 
Prices from £40, Tele-
phone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron 
and decorative, for 
working use or col-
ourful garden feature, 
various sizes from 
£90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

SCHOLL LUMBAR 
Over Seat, electric with 
hand held controls, 
black, excellent con-
dition, £30 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
ROLLER BLIND Black-
out Roller Blind (brand 
new, still in box), Lilac 
patterned, Width 0.6m 
(1’ 11”), Drop 1.6m (5’ 
3”). Can be cut to size, 
£5 Telephone 07789 
040811.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC 
TOWEL RAIL c/w 
element, ideal for 
bathroom, working per-
fectly and ready to go, 
£30 Telephone 01631 
562750.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOT 
STICKS style sensa-
tions, in excellent con-
dition with carry case,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562750².
CALLAWAY GOLF BAG 
Very good condition. 
Callaway Golf (trolley) 
bag, £50 Telephone 
01631 562054.
CROSS STEPPER 
- FITNESS WALKIN 
Orbitrek Magnaforce 
Cross Stepper Fitness 

walking machine. Hard-
ly used. Very good con-
dition. Cost over £300 
new, £99 Telephone 
01631 562054.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, Av-
iemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machr-
ihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or 
as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.

 MARINE
FLADDEN Rescue/Flo-
tation System, XL, blue/
yellow. Would suit fi shing/
fi sh farm industry, £50 
Telephone 01546 603189 
or 07767 697001.
MULLION Rescue/
Flotation System, XL, 
red/black. Would suit 
fi shing/fi sh farm in-
dustry, £50 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.

 MISCELLANEOUS
PINE KIST Original pine 
Kist with waxed fi nish. 2 
drawers with division,  
£35 Telephone 01499 
500216.
TRADITIONAL WINE 
RACK Traditional metal 
and wood wine rack. 72 
bottle. The construction 
allows it to be reduced 
in size to fi t various 
openings, £35 Tele-
phone 01499 500216.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BOWLS set of four 
Ringmaster bowls, size 
4 7/8, in good condition 
with Carring case, 
£50 Telephone 01586 
820326.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL , market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on Telephone 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on Telephone 
01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES

NINTENDO WII BUN-
DLE Black Wii Console 
complete with all 
controls. 5 Skylanders 
games & portals, 
around 60 fi gures, extra 
games, great condition, 
£60 Telephone 07557 
920376.

 WANTED

SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
ENGINE any condition, 
any size, phone after 
6pm, Telephone 01631 
581280².
WANTED VINTAGE 
FISHING TACKLE 
reels, lures, boxes, wal-
lets, catalogues etc far-
lows, mallochs, hardy, 
abu etc anything fi shing 
related considered best 
prices paid,  Telephone 
01546 830165².

SNOWDROP 
BULBS

Telephone
07551 071120

In the green. 
Top prices paid, 

excellent reference. 
Telephone Duncan

 WANTED
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Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
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Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE
Oban & Lorn 

Fundraising Branch
Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

In memory of Catherine MacLeod

Thought for the week
Do you not love looking at 
the mountains when they are 
scattered with snow?

THEY look so dramatic and 
you can see things you never 
usually see. You can see boul-
ders and ridges black against 
the white. You can see contours 
and hollows that are usually 
hidden in plain view.

The people around as just as 
fascinating. We take them for 
granted - reckon we know them.

Then something happens - a 
birth, a death, a falling in or out 
of love. And they surprise us 
and we see them in a different 
light.

We know we are more com-
plex than people know. It should 
not surprise us when we discov-

er that to be true in another. We 
are all more interesting than we 
realise.

And Easter comes and it 
might just be the same old story. 
A good human beaten by the 
system. A divine one rising 
above disaster. Or a fascinating 
combination of the two?

And we read it again, or hear 
a snippet, and something rings 

true that never did before. And 
we are the better for it. How 
did that happen? What has 
changed?

It is not only the way we see 
mountains and others that 
changes. We can too.

Rev John Paton,
Church of Scotland North 

Mull Parishes.

Senior reporter
Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

BIRTHS

DEATHS
DON - Robert Seymour (Robin) 
of Ardvergnish, Mull on February 
15, aged 85 years. Beloved 
husband of Judy and loving 
father of Charlotte, Joanna, Fiona 
and Hetty. Adored grandfather of 
10. Service of Thanksgiving on 
Monday March 5, at 2.30pm at St 
Mary’s Church, North Elmham, 
Norfolk, NR20 5JU. Donations, 
if desired, for Robin’s favoured 
charities, please go to: https://
uk.v i rg inmoneygiv ing.com /
SomeoneSpecial/RobinDon  or 
sent c/o and payable to W.C. 
Littleproud & Son (Donation 
A/C). Funeral Directors, South 
Green, Dereham, Norfolk, NR19 
1PU.  Tel 01362 695458
EADE - With great sadness, on 
February 15, 2018, Rilla of North 
Connel, formerly of Benderloch. 
Her funeral and celebration 
of her life will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium, Cardross 
on March 1, 2018 at 12.15 p.m. 
Family fl owers only. Donations 
in lieu to the Macmillan Day Bed 
Unit, Lorn and Islands Hospital, Oban
MACFADYEN - Peacefully 
at home with his family on 
February 16, 2018, aged 73, John 
MacFadyen, beloved husband to 
Lorna. Much loved dad to Kerry, 
Graham and Sheila.
ROSS - Peacefully, at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, on 
February 19, 2018, in his 91st year, 
John (Jock), beloved husband of 
the late Mary and dear dad of 
the late Marsaili. Good friend to 
many. Funeral will take place at 
Muckairn Parish Church, Taynuilt, 
on Friday February 23, 2018 at 
1.00 p.m. Family fl owers only. 
Donations if desired for Cancer 
Research UK.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CAMPBELL - The family of 
the late Ena wish to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their kind messages and 
support from far and near. We 
would also like to thank the 
Rev. Jenny Earl for a very fi tting 
service, also Iain MacDougall 
and Billy McClymont for taking 
care of funeral arrangements, 
thanks also to Moreen Gracie 
for the beautiful fl ower 
arrangements, the Keelrow and 
staff for providing excellent 
lunch and refreshments. Sincere 
thanks to all who attended 
church and graveside. A total of 
£544 was collected for British 
Heart Foundation and Bunessan 
Surgery. Finally to North Argyll 
Care Home staff and Lorn and 
Islands doctors and nurses for the 
wonderful care. Thank you.
CHISHOLM - Stewart (Chubby).
In loving memory of a devoted 
father and grandpa who died 
February 24, 2012.
Dearer still as the years depart
He lives forever in our hearts.
- Natalie, Morgan, Owen and Brione.
MACNICOL - Florence would 
like to extend her sincere thanks 
to family and friends for their 
support and kindness on the sad 
passing of Jackie. Thanks to 
everyone for fl owers, telephone 
calls and cards. Special thanks 
to Rev Richard Baxter and Jamie 
Manson of Mike McFall for 
their care and understanding. 
Donations totalling £558.72 for 
Crossroads Lochaber and Unit 1 
Dementia Improvements. 

McGILL - The family of the 
late Joan McGill would like to 
thank all staff members of the 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home for 
their wonderful care of Joan in 
her long battle with her illness. 
Many thanks to the Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his heartfelt service 
and gave much comfort to our 
family. Also to Hamish Hoey and 
Son undertakers for their support 
and care to every detail and to 
Donnie Files for his wonderful 
piping at Pennyfuir. Many thanks 
to everyone. The McGill family.
WHITE - The family of the late 
Geoffrey White wish to thank all 
family, friends and neighbours 
for their kindness, support 
and expressions of sympathy 
following Geoff’s death. 
Special thanks to Rev. Amanda 
Fairclough for a meaningful 
and uplifting service. Our 
grateful thanks to the medical 
teams at Port Appin Surgery, 
Knapdale Ward at Lochgilphead 
and to Moss Park Nursing 
Home at Fort William who all 
cared so professionally and 
compassionately for Geoff. Thank 
you to Duncan Gunn for handling 
the funeral arrangements with 
his usual care and consideration. 
Finally, our thanks to everyone 
who was able to attend the church 
and graveside and who generously 
made donations which have been 
given to Port Appin Village Hall 
funds.

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - In loving memory of 
my dear husband Alaisdair who 
died on February 25, 2005, also 
my brother-in-law Hector who 
died March 24, 2004 and also 
remembering loved ones gone 
before and after. 
Your presence I miss 
Your memories I treasure 
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.
- Seaonaid, 11 Balephuil, Tiree.
CAMPBELL - Remembering 
our devoted dad John, who 
passed away February 20, 1986.
Memories most precious
- Love Avril and John.
CLARK - In loving memory of 
Gary, died February 24, 2012.
Loved forever and always
- Gran and Cheryl.
GIBSON - In loving memory 
of a dear mum and granny 
Marybell, who died February 
23, 1987.
Loved and remembered every day.
- Iain and family, Dalmally and 
Margaret and family, Canada.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of our beloved mother, 
gran and great-gran, Margaret 
MacDonald who passed away 
on February 21, 2005. Sorely 
missed.
Carson ma ta bhios shibh ri bron
Mar dhream gun dochas mor
Am bheil sa bhas ach teachdair 
sith
Gan gairm gu rioghachd na gloir
- Inserted by her loving 
daughters Maryfl ora, Sandra, 
May Margaret and families.
MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of my father Ewen 
MacDougall, died February 25, 
2010. Rest in peace Dad.
MACDOUGALL - A’ 
cuimhneachadh m’ athar, Ewen, 
le ar gaol.
- Eleanor agus John.
MACGILL - In loving memory 
of Donald MacGill, who passed 
away February 23, 1991. Always 
in our thoughts. Beloved husband 
of the late Nancy and dear father 
of Anne and Neil.

MACQUEEN - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
Veronica, who died February 25, 
2000.
Love and miss you always.
- Yvonne, Richard, Michael and 
Innes.
MATHERS - Treasured 
memories of Vicky, a special 
partner and soul mate who died 
February 23, 2015.
There was always something 
about you
That took my breath away
That feeling is still in my heart
Each and every day
Loved and missed so much.
- Love Caroline xxx
MATHERS - In memory of 
a dear sister and aunty, Vicky 
Mathers, who sadly passed away 
Feb 23, 2015.
I miss our crazy times together,
still can’t believe that day.
The words I heard, my heart just 
bled, when you had gone away.
I sit up late and think of you,
with thoughts, I’ve fallen asleep.
But I know sis, that you’re still 
there, you woke me...
That night, you brushed my 
cheek.
Forever in our hearts, 
- Becca, Alex, Katie and Joe xxx
McLENNAN - In loving 
memory of our brother Willie, 
who passed away on February 
24, 2008.
Deep are the memories 
Precious they will stay
No passing of time
Shall take them away
- Elsie, Margaret and families
McTAGGART - In loving 
memory of our dear mum Hilda, 
who passed away
February 22, 2017.
Close in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Ian William and Gwen.
MORTON - In loving memory 
of Catherine, passed away 
February 24, 1995.
Beloved wife and mother, always 
in our thoughts.
- John, John and David.
Beloved daughter-in-law, forever 
in my thoughts.
- Mum.
Beloved mum and nana, loved 
and missed always.
- Norman, Karen, Crissy, Lewis 
and Arran
O’HALLORAN - In loving 
memory of Dougie O’Halloran, 
loving husband, father and 
papa, who suddenly passed away 
February 18, 2017.
You may be gone
But you will live in our hearts 
forever.
- Roberta, Tracey and Douglas.
ROWAN - In loving memory 
of my dear husband Alan, who 
died 25 years ago on February 
22, 1993.
Resting where no shadows fall 
In peaceful sleep he awaits us all
God will link our broken family 
chain 
When one by one we will all 
meet again.
- Your loving wife Catriona, 
Tiree.
SMITH - In loving memory of 
Joe, a dear brother and uncle who 
died February 23, 2017. RIP.
Sweet is his memory
Dear is his name
Deep in our hearts
He will always remain
Miss you uncle Joe.
- Helen, Iain, Deirdre and 
Mhairi.

£1 entry to Argyll and 
Bute’s historic sites 
for young people

TO CELEBRATE the 
Year of Young People 
2018, historic sites in 
Argyll and Bute are low-
ering their drawbridges 
and opening their gates 
to young people for the 
rock-bottom price of just 
£1.

The offer will be availa-
ble at the following sites 
in Argyll and Bute: Dun-
staffnage Castle, Iona 
Abbey, Rothesay Castle, 
Inveraray Castle and 
Mount Stuart House.

Historic Environment 
Scotland, the National 
Trust for Scotland and 
the Historic Houses 
Association are working 
with Young Scot to 
offer a historically low 
discount to young people 
who want to explore 
more than 100 breath-
taking historic sites 
across Scotland.

There are more than 
670,000 Young Scot 

cardholders in Scotland. 
The card is available for 
free to all young people 
living in Scotland aged 
11 to 26. To access the 
discount, young people 
just need to present their 
card when buying their 
ticket. The discount will 
run throughout the Year 
of Young People 2018.

Throughout this part-
nership the heritage 
sector will engage young 
people and encourage 
them to learn, explore 
and experience more of 
Scotland’s history.

The offer has been 
created for the Year of 
Young People 2018, fol-
lowing a recommenda-
tion from in the Heritage 
Blueprint report that 
stated visiting historic 
sites was too expensive 
for some young people. 
The Heritage Blueprint 
report was created by a 
group of young people 
working with the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland 
to help historic sites in 

Scotland engage with 
more young Scots.

Mena Kirmani, Herit-
age Blueprint member, 
said: ‘This is an incred-
ible opportunity for 
young Scots in Argyll 
and Bute to explore 
Scotland’s history and 
celebrate the Year of 
Young People 2018. This 
comes directly from our 
work on the Heritage 
Blueprint so it’s amazing 
to see the heritage sector 
listening to young people 
and making our recom-
mendations become a 
reality.’

From this month, His-
toric Environment Scot-
land and Historic Houses 
Association will also be 
offering the Young Scot 
discount, which will be 
available at more than 
30 Historic Environment 
Scotland sites including 
one of Scotland’s most 
iconic visitor attractions, 
Edinburgh Castle, and 
will roll out at more 
seasonal properties later 

in the year.
From March 1, young 

people can explore 52 
enchanting National 
Trust for Scotland sites 
such as the picturesque 
17th-century village of 
Culross, as seen fea-
tured in the popular TV 
drama Outlander and 
Bannockburn, where the 
infamous, brutal battle 
was won by Robert the 
Bruce in 1314.

Louise Macdonald, 
chief executive of Young 
Scot, said: ‘Young 
people have told us they 
are keen to explore Scot-
land’s historic treasures 
and heritage sites and it 
is wonderful to see the 
sector engaging with 
young people in this way.

‘This new discount for 
Young Scot cardholders 
is a great example of the 
Year of Young People 
2018 in action, with 
organisations working 
together to help young 
people experience Scot-
land’s rich history.’

CRAWFORD - 
LINDSAY

Craig and Rosie are 
delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of their 

beautiful daughter Rowan 
Lindsay at Dumfries and 

Galloway Royal Infi rmary 
on February 15, 2018. 
First granddaughter 

for Jimmie and Lesley 
Crawford, Oban and fi rst 
grandchild for William 
Lindsay, Carsegowan 

and Nicola Junor, Castle 
Kennedy.
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Aberdeenshire Quines  5
Lorne Ladies                   103
BT Women’s National League 2

Indoor football

Oban Otters swimming coaches were put through their paces in the classroom and poolside under the skilled guidance of tutor Paul Donald from Scottish Swimming at a development event last weekend. Stroke technique, 
diving skills, stamina drills and speed training were among the topics covered. The course was made possible thanks to a generous funding donation from local charity Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease. Charity trustees Andy 

Henderson, Betty Graham, Bill Kersel, Al� e MacKenzie and Stephen Clarke are pictured with the successful coaches. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Coaching the coaches at Oban Otters

Atlantis 5-a-side indoor
league gets under way
THE ATLANTIS Leisure five-
a-side football league returns 
this weekend with several new 
teams taking part.

The league will be split into 
two divisions, with six teams 
competing in the premiership 
and seven in the second tier.

With several new clubs this 
season, a play-off took place 
last week to determine which 
league they would be slotted 
into.

Oban Celtic were 5-2 winners 
over Expected Toulouse and 
advanced into the semi finals, 
where they met Cuan Mor.

‘Looking back, both teams 
will be disappointed with the 
way they conducted themselves 
throughout the match,’ the 
organisers said.

Bad tempered
‘With some bad tempered 

challenges and several off the 
ball incidents, it unfortunately 
took away from the fact that 
at times, there was some good 
football played between the 
two teams.’

In the end, Celtic won the 

match 4-1 and advanced to the 
final, but not before they had 
two men sent off in the dying 
minutes.

In the other bracket, new 
boys, The Argentinas, made 
light work of their first game, 
beating OES United 11-3.

They met Soroba in the 
semi-final, who received a bye 
in the first round after Oaklea 
failed to field a team.

It was Soroba who led at half-
time through a superbly taken 
Cammy Kerr counter attack.

Dangerous
The Argentinas had most of 

the possession, but with last 
season’s player of the year 
James Ford in their ranks, 
Soroba were always dangerous.

But Soroba were unable to 
find the back of the net thanks 
to some great saves from Cam-
my MacMillan.

One player who didn’t have 
trouble finding the net was 
Matty Kelly, who fired two 
shots home to give his team a 
2-1 win.

The final, which was consid-

ered a bonus match, with Oban 
Celtic and The Argentinas both 
qualifying for promotion, was 
a one-sided affair with The 
Argentinas beating Celtic 7-0.

However, Oban Celtic, with 
a number of stated reasons, 
declined promotion and Soro-
ba will take their place in the 
premiership.

Looking forward
Speaking about the up-and-

coming season, organiser 
Kevin Keen said: ‘I’m really 
looking forward to the league 
starting again. 

‘To see the teams almost 
double from the start is really 
good on a personal level and for 
football in the town.

‘Having an average of 100-
plus footballers coming and 
playing, when before they never 
had anything is nice to see. 

‘If anyone is interested in 
playing, send me an email or 
phone Atlantis Leisure.’

Oban Earra-Ghaidheal beat Mallaig and
raise money for the Nancy Glen Fund

OBAN Earra-Ghaidheal beat 
Mallaig FC 4-1 in a charity 
match which raised £250 for the 
Nancy Glen Fund.

Earra-Ghaidheal went in at 
the break 1-0 up through a well-
struck Kieran Hendry goal, in 
what was a very tight first half.

Mallaig, who fielded four 
youngsters, had a great chance 

Oban Earra-Ghaidheal   4
Mallaig     1
Charity match

Oban Earra-Ghaidheal before Saturday’s match with Mallaig. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

to equalise but Earra-Ghaid-
heal had Adam Mekler to 
thank for pulling off a miracu-
lous save.

With Earra-Ghaidheal press-
ing for a second goal, Mallaig 
had their own keeper to thank 
for pulling off a string of fine 
stops to keep them in the game.

After some reshuffling 
around the hour mark, Oban 
began to get a foothold in the 
game. The returning David 
Smith, who was a contender for 
man of the match, played some 

play with Buchanan was good 
to watch. Buchanan scored a 
poachers goal to put the game 
to bed at 3-1 before going on 
to grab his second and Oban’s 
fourth with a fantastic goal.

Oban Earra-Ghaidheal 
thanked Mallaig FC for com-
ing down for the game and to 
everyone who donated to the 
Nancy Glen Fund.

neat football down the left to 
set up PJ Sinclair who netted 
his first goal for the club.

This should have seen Oban 
in a comfortable position but 
Mallaig hit back straight away 
to make the scoreline 2-1. 
The away team never pushed 
on from this and as the game 
opened up a bit, debutant Alan 
Buchanan and fellow sub Ian 
Rodgers found space up top.

Rodgers will be disappointed 
not to have scored with a couple 
of decent efforts, but his link up 

Football

CAMPBELTOWN Pupils’ un-
der 16s played an Argyll derby 
on the all-weather pitch against 
Argyll rivals Oban Saints last 
Saturday.

The Campbeltown side hoped 
to give a better display than the 
previous meeting in Oban when 
the Saints were comfortable 
winners.

The Pupils had a couple of 
regular players missing but 
things were balanced a bit when 
Oban started with 10 men as 
they were unable to get a full 
squad together for the game.

The first half saw Oban take 
the game to the Pupils as they 
got some good passing together.

Although the Pupils were up 
against it for spells in the game, 
they were defending well and 
were mostly able to keep the 
Oban attack at bay.

Ten-man Saints win away in Campbeltown
Campbeltown Pupils   2
Oban Saints    3
DFDL Under 16 League

The home side had a couple 
of good chances to score in the 
first half.

A hotly disputed  penalty 
claim was turned down. An 
Oban defender put both hands 
in front of his body and handled 
the ball. However, referee Neil 
John McPhail’s view must have 
been blocked as he waved play 
on leaving the home side and 
supporters furious.

The second half saw the 
Pupils’ play improve and they 
made better passes, although 
not as well as their usual stand-
ard.

With the game at 2-0, the Pu-
pils replaced Archie McKellar 
in goal and moved him up front 
to try and get something from 
the game.

It paid off and, shortly after 
the change, McKellar found 
himself through on goal and 
he slotted the ball home to 
bring the Pupils back into the 
game. The goal gave the team 

a bit of a lift and there seemed 
to be more confidence in their 
play but they received a sucker 
punch as Saints went on the 
attack.

Jordan Norman hit a lovely 
shot to the keeper’s right and 
Saints regained their two-goal 
cushion.

The Pupils had certainly 
improved and saw a bit of luck 
come their way.

Matthew Lang hit a left 
foot shot and although it was 

straight at the keeper, the ball 
found its way into the goal as 
the keeper’s view must have 
been blocked.

The goal reinvigorated the 
Pupils’ attack as it seemed they 
could get something from the 
game. 

It was not to be though as they 
ran out of time and the referee 
blew for full time.

Youth football

Action from last Saturday’s match in Campbeltown.

OBAN Lorne Ladies made the 
long journey to Aberdeen to 
take on second-placed Aber-
deenshire Quines in what was 
sure to be a tough game. Oban 
travelled with a squad of 17, 
three of which were new players 
to the team.
 Oban’s number 10 Lucy Stew-
art kicked off the game and the 
ladies in green made a strong 
impression from the offset 
with big tackles from forwards 
Camilla Leslie, Ailsa MacLa-
chlan and Laura MacCormick, 
making space for centres Kirsty 
Sinclair and Erika Skofca to 
score fantastic tries. 

Impressive away win for Lorne Ladies
 Oban’s first try was scored 
within the first five minutes 
and this was to set the standard 
for the rest of the game.
 Backs Rachel MacDonald 
and Ellen Barlow also made 
great use of the space and used 
their speed to score tries for the 
Green Army. 
 Oban’s disipline was much 
improved from their previous 
game against Lismore and 
the ladies gave away very few 
penalties.
 The strong defence from 
Oban was tested a few times 
throughout the game and 
Quines had some strong run-
ners, but good communication 
and direction from scrum half 
and Quines chosen player of 
the match Audrey Barr and 

Oban’s fly half Lucy Stewart 
meant it was hard for Quines to 
make a break. 
 Oban led 0-51 at half time. 
Quines’ determination paid off 
early in the second half as they 
broke through Oban’s tough 
defence and got their only try 
of the game.
 The second half saw fantastic 
runs from prop turned winger 
Georgia Mitchell and Lucy 
Stewart and again big tackles 
from Oban’s forwards. 

An ankle injury saw winger 
Rachel MacDonald replaced 
by Sophia Rosinski who was 
making her first appearance on 
the pitch.
 The game ended 5-103 which 
means Oban Lorne Ladies 
have extended their impressive 
lead at the top of the table. 

Oban’s forward player of the 
match was given to vice captain 
Ailsa MacLachlan and backs 
player of the match was Erika 
Skofca.
 Try scorers were Erika Skofca 
(7), Kirsty Sinclair, Rachel 
MacDonald, Audrey Barr, 
Georgia Mitchell, Ellen Barlow 
(2) and Lucy Stewart (4). Lucy 
Stewart also successfully scored 
nine of the 17 conversions. 

The ladies train on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6pm. 

See the Oban Lorne Ladies 
Facebook page for more info.Oban Lorne Ladies and their coaches after the win in Aberdeen.

Women’s rugby
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Clubs gear up for new shinty season

Former Oban Celtic player James MacKenzie, now playing for 
Inverness, shields the ball from Taynuilt’s Zander Kilmurray.

Photograph: Donald Cameron.

Glasgow Mid Argyll’s Jamie MacFadyen and Lovat’s Bailey Mackay 
in a tussle for the ball during the � rst teams’ pre-season friendly. 

Photo: Neil Paterson

Lovat’s Finlay Ogilvie is closed down by Glasgow Mid Argyll’s 
Scott Anderson and Nick Lavin.

Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Pre-season 
friendlies 
SOME games beat the wintry 
weather as the penultimate 
round of pre-season friendly 
matches took place on Saturday 
February 17.

Oban Celtic 11
Glengarry 3 
Marine Harvest National 
Division side Oban Celtic were 
ruthless in front of goal, beat-
ing 2017 Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 winners Glengarry 
11-3.

This 2pm throw-up was orig-
inally scheduled for Mossfield, 
but wet weather led to a change 
of venue to the Oban High 
School 3G pitch.

Oban Celtic made their high-
er league status count as Andy 
MacDonald, man of the match 
Ross MacMillan and his broth-
er Daniel MacMillan grabbed 
hat-tricks, whilst club captain 
Daniel Madej scored twice. 

The Glengarry goals came 
from Nick Dalgety, Kyle MacK-
innon and Steven Cameron.

Oban Celtic were without 
Neil Carmichael and George 
MacMillan but new signings 
from Oban Lorn, defender 
Calum MacLean and keeper 
David Martin, each played 45 
minutes whilst the club’s other 
new signing, Dylan Cooke, was 
solid at wing centre. 

Speaking after the game, 
Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon said: ‘We played 
very well. Obviously the surface 
played a part in the game but it 
was the same for both teams. 
Ally McKerracher was superb 
at full centre and our forward 
line of Andy MacDonald, Dan-
iel Madej, Daniel MacMillan 
and Ross MacMillan gave the 
Glengarry defence a torrid 
time.’ 

Glenurquhart 0 
Kilmallie 1
The Kilmallie squad travelled 
to Blairbeg to play Marine 
Harvest Premiership side Gle-
nurquhart and returned with a 
1-0 victory.

Glenurquhart added Ally 
MacKintosh to their injury 
list, whilst it was a new look 
Kilmallie side with Liam Cam-
eron and Robbie MacFadyen 
included.

Kilmallie forward Michael 
Rodger scored the only goal of 
the game with the visitors also 
hitting the frame of the goal.

 
Kingussie 5
Kinlochshiel 2 
Kinlochshiel took the field for 
the first time this season as they 
travelled to Dunbarry to play 
Kingussie. 

The home side were without 
Fraser Munro, Calum Grant 
and Ryan Borthwick. Keeper 
Craig Dawson was also missing 
so Robert Shiells played in 
goal. 

Last season’s Marine Har-
vest Premiership champions 
Kinlochshiel travelled without 
five regulars including Oliver 
MacRae who will miss the start 
of the season as he is abroad.  

Kingussie played very well 
and Roddy Young scored twice 
to put them in control before 
Lee Bain added a third with a 
fantastic strike. 

Savio Genini sent the ball 
down the Kingussie left to 
Roddy Young who knocked the 
ball towards the left of the ‘D’.

Lee Bain had made a run 
from the right and, on the an-
gle, Bain crashed the ball into 
the roof of the net.

Roddy Young notched a hat-
trick goal before Kinlochshiel’s 
John MacRae made it 4-1.

Roddy Young got his fourth 
goal of the game when a long 
ball up the park broke to him 
on the left of the penalty spot. 
Young, who’d got free of his 
marker, played the ball down 
the left wing and, on his back-
hand, powered a waist-high 
shot into the net.

Kinlochshiel’s Keith MacRae 
pulled another goal back 
but Kingussie, with Kieran 
MacPherson in fine form, 
stayed in front for an impressive 
5-2 win. Kingussie lost Ruaridh 
Anderson after 25 minutes with 
the recurrence of a back strain 
whilst Rory MacKeachan came 
off before half time with a tight 
hamstring.

Inverness 3
Taynuilt 0
Taynuilt headed off to the 
Highland Capital to face Inver-
ness at The Bught Park.

Inverness led 2-0 at the 
break, courtesy of a Charlie 
MacDonald brace.  James 
Cameron sealed the 3-0 win in 
the second half. 

Lovat 6 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
The Lovat and Glasgow Mid 
Argyll first teams did battle 
at Balgate with the home side 
running out 6-0 winners.

Callum Cruden returned for 
Lovat, but Craig Mainland, 
Martin Mainland and Calum 
MacAulay were missing.  

GMA travelled with Ewen 
Murray, who missed most of 
last season through injury, 
and started with a forward line 
of Jamie McFadyen, Calum 
Mclay, John McNulty and Craig 
Anderson.

Lovat took an early lead when 
Greg Matheson was brought 
down inside the ‘D’. Matheson 
picked himself up and sent a 
powerful penalty low to the left 
of keeper Robert Dunnings.

Lewis Tawse made the most 
of a defensive slip and took the 
ball around the keeper to make 
it 2-0 with 30 minutes played. 

Lewis Tawse got his second 
from the edge of the ‘D’ on 53 
minutes, with Greg Matheson 
also getting a second 10 min-
utes later.

Marc MacLachlan made 

it 5-0 on 73 minutes with an 
unstoppable shot from the left 
of the box. 

Lewis Tawse completed his 
hat-trick with a couple of min-
utes left following a goalmouth 
scramble.

GMA kept going until the end 
and tested Stuart MacDonald 
late in the game, but Robert 
Dunnings was by far the busier 
of the two keepers, making 
some good saves. 

The only concerns for Lovat 
manager Fraser Gallacher will 
be injuries to Mark Kelly and 
Lorne Mackay.

Lovat 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4
The Glasgow Mid Argyll 
second team twice came from 
behind to beat the Lovat sec-
ond team 4-2 in an entertaining 
game at Balgate. 

A GMA squad of 20 players 
travelled north so some fea-
tured in both games.

James White put Lovat, who 
had Reece Munro in their side, 
ahead before Finlay MacMillan 
drew GMA level. 

Raymond Rennie restored 
Lovat’s advantage with a su-
perb strike. Rennie took a ball 
from the right, flicked it in the 
air and volleyed it past Robert 
Dunnings in the GMA goal. 

Innes MacMillan drew GMA 
level for a second time, making 
it 2-2 at the break.

GMA went on to win the 

game with Angus MacInnes, 
who suffered a hand injury, and 
Calum Mclay making the final 
score 4-2. 

Lovat fielded three teams on 
the day and goals from Holly 
Cameron, Laura Gallacher 
and Fiona Urquhart gave Lovat 
Ladies a 3-1 win over Glenur-
quhart Ladies in a match ar-
ranged after GMA were unable 
to send a ladies team north. 

Tayforth 0
Inveraray 6
The Inveraray first team were 
too strong for Tayforth, win-
ning their 1.30pm throw-up at 
Levenhall Links 6-0.

Lewis MacNicol grabbed a 
hat-trick, Lewis Montgomery 
scored twice and Colin Camp-
bell got the other.

Strathspey Camanachd 2 
Kilmory 5
Strathspey Camanachd and 
Kilmory took the field in a 
1.30pm throw-up at Grantown 
Grammar School.

Kilmory, in their first outing 
this year, looked rusty and took 
time to get into their stride.  
Strathspey took advantage and 
raced into a 2-0 lead.

Kilmory found their rhythm, 
though, and four goals from 
Alex Cunningham and a David 
MacAllister strike gave the 
south side a 5-2 win. 

Aberdour 3
Aberdeen University 3 
Aberdour and Aberdeen Uni-
versity drew 3-3 in their 1pm 
throw-up at Silversands.

Both sides finished runners 
up in their respective South 
and North Division 1 leagues 
last season so this was always 
going to be a good contest. 

Aberdeen played down the 
slope with wind advantage in 
the first half on a heavy pitch 

and a good Gregor Cushnie 
strike sent the ball into the 
bottom corner of the net after 
three minutes.

Stuart Cameron made it 2-0 
when he punished defensive 
hesitation on the half hour 
mark 

Aberdour, with captain 
Cammy McCue and young Iain 
Fullerton catching the eye, had 
to withstand some first half 
pressure, although home for-
ward David McDougall forced 
a good save late in the half. 

Aberdour had the elements 
after the re-start and Alec 
Mitchell and David MacKenzie 
combined to set up a chance 
for David McDougall to make 
it 2-1. 

David McDougall got his 
second after good forward play 
to level the game. 

Angus Thorburn put the hosts 
in front for the first time in the 
match with a great strike.

The students were never out 
of it though and Stuart Camer-
on made it 3-3 after 75 minutes. 

Inverness 2
Glenurquhart 1
The Inverness second team 
came from a goal down to beat 
a youthful Glenurquhart sec-
ond team 2-1 at the Bught Park.

Glenurquhart lost some 
players to their first team on 
Saturday morning but Ben 
Hosie gave them the lead.

Charlie MacDonald equal-
ised to make it 1-1 at half-time. 

Inverness, who gave teenager 
Caitlin Mutch a debut at this 
level, used some first team 
players to compensate for 
unavailable reserves. Glenn 
Campbell got the winner mid-
way through the second half. 

Oban Camanachd P
Kyles Athletic P 
With Mossfield and Tighna-
bruaich both unavailable, 
Oban Camanachd and Kyles 
Athletic had hoped to arrange 
a 10-a-side match at the Oban 
High School 3G pitch but that 
wasn’t possible so the game was 
cancelled.

Oban Camanachd held a 
training session instead.

Lochside Rovers P
Newtonmore P 
Heavy rain midweek led to the 
postponement of the match 
between Marine Harvest South 
Division 1 champions Lochside 
Rovers and their Marine Har-
vest North Division 1 counter-
parts Newtonmore seconds at 
Ganavan. 

This 2pm throw-up was one 
of the more intriguing games 
on the fixture card. The sides 
will try and play the match this 
Saturday. 

Skye Camanachd P
Fort William P
Snow followed by heavy rain 
led to the Thursday postpone-
ment of the clash between Skye 
Camanachd and Fort William 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

An Aird was also ruled 
unplayable so the clubs were 
unable to reverse the fixture. 

Strathglass P
Lochaber P 
Strathglass and Lochaber 
were to contest the Murdo 
MacKenzie Memorial Cup, but 
the game was called off as there 
was snow on the Cannich pitch.

Lochaber P
Fort William P
Wet and wintry weather also 
put paid to the game between 
the Lochaber second team and 
the Fort William second team 
at Spean Bridge.  

Ballachulish P
Kilmallie P 
Ballachulish were to face the 
Kilmallie second team at Jubi-
lee Park, but bad weather led to 
a midweek call-off. 

Beauly P
Newtonmore P
The match between the Beauly 
and Newtonmore first teams 

was postponed on Friday as 
Braeview Park was water-
logged. 

Col Glen P 
Bute P 
The game between Col Glen 
and Bute at Otter Ferry was 
postponed on Saturday morn-
ing. 

Caberfeidh P
Kinlochshiel P
The clash between the Caber-
feidh and Kinlochshiel colts at 
Castle Leod was called off as 
the field was unplayable.

Caberfeidh first team were 
unsuccessful in their attempts 
to organise a game.   

Boleskine P
Strathglass P
Boleskine’s meeting with the 
Strathglass second team at 
Smith Park was called off.

This weekend’s 
� xtures
With the new shinty season just 
around the corner, the final 
round of pre-season friendly 
matches takes place on Satur-
day February 24.

Oban Celtic and Ballachu-
lish meet at Mossfield for 
the Robert Wylie Memorial 
Cup. Throw-up, for what is a 
major date on the Oban Celtic 
shinty calendar, is 2pm. The 
Oban High School 3G pitch is 
booked as back-up but the clubs 
are hopeful Mossfield will be 
playable. 

Fort William and Kyles Ath-
letic play their annual challenge 
match for the Drew Ferguson 
Memorial Cup at An Aird.

After last week’s postpone-
ment, Lochside Rovers and 
the Newtonmore second team 
will try again to match up at 
Ganavan.

Skye Camanachd and Beauly 
meet in a 1pm throw-up at 
Braeview Park. Skye will be 
hoping it is fourth time lucky as 
the wet weather has wiped out 
their pre-season programme so 
far.

The Glengarry and Skye Ca-
manachd second teams hope to 
beat the elements at Craigard.

Inverness and Kinlochshiel 
have been drawn together at 
Kirkton in the first round of the 
cottages.com MacTavish Cup 
and have arranged a friendly at 
The Bught Park.

Glasgow Mid Argyll and Kin-
gussie have lined up a meeting 
at Yoker, whilst Newtonmore 
and Inveraray hope to meet at 
The Eilan. 

Aberdour and Col Glen play 
at Silversands ahead of a sec-
ond team meeting against Stra-
chur. The Kingussie colts from 
Marine Harvest North Division 
1 and the Caberfeidh colts from 
Marine Harvest North Division 
2 meet at The Dell.

Liam MacDonald 
to captain 
Kilmallie
Scotland forward Liam Mac-
Donald will be the Kilmallie 
captain for the 2018 shinty 
season. 

Kilmallie manager Mark 
MacPherson has not appointed 
an assistant manager, so Liam 
MacDonald will have addition-
al responsibilities in his new 
role. 

 

Kingussie player 
of the year awards
Kingussie announced their 
2017 player of the year award 
winners at the club’s dinner 
dance at The Duke of Gordon 
Hotel, Kingussie, on Saturday 
February 10.

Defender Rory MacKeachan 
was named first team player of 
the year and young player of the 
year. 

Calum Grant took the players’ 
player of the year prize. He was 
unable to attend the event so 
2017 first team manager Dallas 
Young accepted the award on 
his behalf.

Second team player of the 
year went to Darren Hanlan,  
whilst Liam Borthwick was the 
club’s most committed player. 

The youth awards were also 
handed out. Ruaridh Anderson 
was named U17 player of the 
year with young keeper George 
Taylor Ramsey taking the U14 
player of the year honour. 

Jill Reid’s efforts behind the 
scenes were recognised with 
the volunteer of the year prize. 

At the same event, Badenoch 
& Strathspey Ladies confirmed 
their 2017 player of the year 
award winners.

Rona Stewart was the club’s 
player of the year whilst the 
young player of the year was 
Roma Fraser.

Most improved player of the 
year was Katie Slimon.

Kingussie also announced 
that Rory McGregor will 
captain the first team in John 
Gibson’s first season in charge, 

whilst the second team captain 
will be Owen Reid.

Badenoch & Strathspey con-
firmed Mairi Stewart will be 
their captain for the 2018 shinty 
season, whilst Zoe Reid is vice 
captain.

New pavilion
Work on Lovat Shinty Club’s 
new pavilion is under way, with 
the contract awarded to local 
building firm I&K Ferguson.

After several years of work 
behind the scenes, this is a sig-
nificant milestone for the club.

The main funders are Leader, 
sportscotland, Highland Coun-
cil, The Robertson Trust and 
local benefactor Iain Stewart. 

The pavilion will boast chang-
ing rooms, social space, kitchen 
and a treatment room and will 
be an excellent boost for the 
whole community.

The Balgate club also an-
nounced that Scotland forward 
Greg Matheson was their 2017 
first team player of the year 
whilst the second team player 
of the year was Jamie Buchan. 

Cammy MacMillan was the 
U17 player of the year, with 
Sean Fraser the U14 player of 
the year.

Jenna Jackson was named 
ladies player of the year and the 
most improved ladies player 
of the year prize went to Ellie 
MacKinnon. 

Glenurquhart 
make their ‘mark’
Glenurquhart became the first 
club to be presented with the 
Bronze Level Clubmark Ac-
creditation Certificate by the 
Camanachd Association. 

The Glenurquhart committee 
have been working hard to 
achieve this award and have 
also put together an action 
plan to work towards achieving 
silver level. 

Lovat Shinty Club have 
recently completed the foun-
dation level and will now work 
towards the bronze award.

Any clubs wishing to find 
out more about the Clubmark 
scheme should contact their 
local Camanachd Association 
Development Officer.

Norman Crowe
Norman Crowe passed away 
peacefully on Thursday Febru-
ary 8. 

Norrie, a native of Kyles, 
played shinty for Kyles Athletic 
in the late 1950s before taking 
up the caman with Glasgow 
Police in 1961. He went on to 
play for the Police for more 
than 30 years.   

Norrie’s funeral service was 
held on Monday February 19.

Oban Celtic’s Andy MacDonald in action during his team’s 11-3 
win over Glengarry last Saturday. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Don’t miss 
next week’s 
Oban Times 
for a preview 
of the 2018 

shinty 
season.
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Oban under 
18s pipped 
at the post

Oban pupils to compete in SP Energy 
Networks Warriors Championship
OBAN High School pupils 
will be competing in the 2018 
SP Energy Networks Warriors 
Championship which was 
launched on Thursday Febru-
ary 15 at Scotstoun Stadium, 
home of Glasgow Warriors.

The championship was 
launched by Glasgow Warriors 
players Pat MacArthur and 
Matt Fagerson and pupils from 
participating schools, including 
Oban High School.

Twenty five schools from 
across west, central and south-
ern Scotland will take part in 
the tournament which will see 
more than 1,000 girls and boys 
compete at Scotstoun during 
seven weeks of action.

At the beginning of this 
season, Glasgow Warriors 
announced a landmark three-
year partnership with SP 
Energy Networks which saw 
them become the club’s official 
community partner.

SP Energy Networks, which 
operates across central and 
southern Scotland, are working 
with Glasgow Warriors on 
a wide range of community 
initiatives, including the SP 
Energy Networks Warriors 
Championship.

The competition aims to 
showcase the rugby stars of 
tomorrow, provide new op-
portunities to raise awareness 
of the sport at grassroots level 
and promote active and healthy 
lifestyles.

Each participating school will 
take part in qualifying rounds 
at Scotstoun, beginning at the 
end of February, and will have 
teams competing at S1 and S2 
level boys and under-15s girls.

Pupils from the participating schools with, left to right, SP Energy Networks chief executive Frank Mitchell; Glasgow Warriors players Pat MacArthur and Matt 
Fagerson and Glasgow Warriors managing director Nathan Bombrys.

Winners will progress to  
semi-finals then a final which 
will be played on the main pitch 
at Scotstoun.

Throughout the championship, 
pupils will get an opportunity to 
meet and learn from members 
of the Glasgow Warriors squad 
who will be attending each day of 
competitive action.

The 2018 champions will take 
home the SP Energy Networks 
Warriors Championship trophy 
and new rugby kit for their 
school.

Scottish Rugby business de-
velopment manager Al Kellock 
said: ‘Our partnership with SP 
Energy Networks allows us to 
be more engaged with commu-
nity rugby. 

‘The more children we have 
playing the game in this coun-
try the better, producing active 
children with healthy bodies 
and healthy minds. 

‘Our home games at Scot-
stoun now see up to 150 
children from clubs and schools 
taking part in our community 
programme led by our brilliant 
community team. 

‘Our players are out and about 
in schools and clubs regularly 
taking coaching sessions and 
delivering key messages to help 
promote rugby and healthy 
living.

‘This championship gives 
more than 1,000 children the 
opportunity to play at the home 
of Glasgow Warriors and many 
of them are picking a ball up for 
the first time and will hopefully 
have a life-long involvement in 
the game.’

SP Energy Networks chief ex-
ecutive Frank Mitchell said: ‘We 

are very proud of our partner-
ship with Glasgow Warriors as it 
allows us to continue our focus 
on community engagement.

‘We are delighted to support 
the launch of the SP Energy 
Networks Warriors Champi-
onship and look forward to 
watching the games and getting 

involved in the tournament 
activities. Good luck to all of 
the schools involved.’

Glasgow Warriors community 
manager Lindsey Smith added: 
‘It’s fantastic the championship 
has grown again this year, with 
25 schools and more than 1,000 
children taking part. Schools 

from nine different local 
authorities in Scotland will be 
coming to Scotstoun to com-
pete and we’re all really looking 
forward to the action getting 
under way later this month.’

Participating schools: 
Douglas-Ewart High School, 
Belmont Academy, Shawlands 

Academy, Eastwood High 
School, McLaren High School, 
Boclair Academy, Kyle Acad-
emy, Smithycroft Secondary, 
Lenzie Academy, Maxwelltown 
High School, St Thomas Aqui-
nas, Auchinleck Academy, 
Largs Academy, Falkirk High 
School, Balfron High School, 

Annan Academy, Perth Gram-
mar, Ayr Academy, Cumnock 
Academy, Jordanhill School, 
St Andrew’s RC, Wallace High 
School, Kirkcudbright Acade-
my, Queen Margaret academy, 
and Oban High School.

Taynuilt

SOME of Oban Lorne’s P7 Mini’s travelled to Scot-
stoun Stadium to take part in a pre-match tournament 
on Friday February 9.

They were drawn against tough opponents including 
Perthshire, Helensburgh and Annan.

The Oban side were very slow to start after the long 
journey and allowed the Perthshire side an easy win.

The next game saw a much improved Oban team 
with some dominant tackles from Tayler Robinson and 
strong carries from Craig MacDougall and Malcolm 
MacIntyre allowing the team to score a few tries.

The third and final game was a tough one which was 
won convincingly by Annan after they found gaps in 
Oban’s defence.

Despite a tough time on the pitch, the Oban players 
had a much better time in the stadium as they stayed on 
to watch Glasgow Warriors beat the Toyota Cheetahs 
before heading home.

Oban Mini’s at Scotstoun Stadium.

OBAN U18s travelled to East 
Kilbride in the regional cup.

Mid-way through the first 
half, a powerful run saw David 
Cameron burst through the 
East Kilbride defence to open 
the scoring for Oban.

The home side scored their 
first try just before the break 
to see Oban take a slender 7-5 
lead at half time.

In the second half, East 
Kilbride scored three tries to 
put daylight between them-
selves and Oban for the first 
time in the match at 22-7.
 Craig Cook then scored after 
good team play and David 
Cameron scored his second try 
of the match, all of which were 
converted by Andrew Ritchie, 
to bring the score to within one 
point at 22-21.
 Despite a good break by 
Oban with the last play of the 
match, East Kilbride held on 
for the narrowest of victories.

East Kilbride                22           
Oban Lorne                       21                            
Under 18 Regional Cup

Indoor sports hall athletics competition 
come to Atlantis Leisure next week
SPORTS Hall Athletics comes to Oban on 
Wednesday February 28 when the contest for 
the Oban and North Argyll area takes place at 
Atlantis Leisure.

The competition is the third of four local area 
events promoted by Mid Argyll Athletic Club this 
winter and supported by all the athletic clubs in 
Argyll.  

Specialist equipment is used for various 
running, jumping and throwing events in small 
arenas and this indoor version of athletics brings 
the skills and excitement of track and field into 
sports halls giving youngsters a taste of athletics 
in a warm and dry atmosphere.

Competitors are reminded that the Oban com-
petition starts at 4pm on Wednesday February 28  
and entries will be taken on the day from 3.30pm. 
The competition will be in two sessions with the 
Under 7 and Under 9 age groups from 4pm until 

6pm and the Under 11s up to Under 17s from 6pm 
until 8pm with entries just prior to 6pm. 

The age of a competitior on September 1 2017 is 
what counts for all entries.

There will be trophies for the overall winners in 
each age group and all competitors will receive a 
medal with ribbon.   

The entry fee is £2 per competitor or £5 for 
families of three or more.

 Successful athletes from the Oban competition 
will qualify to compete in the Argyll final at 
Atlantis Leisure in Oban on Sunday March 25. In 
the final, the best young athletes from the Oban 
contest will be up against qualifiers from the oth-
er competitions at Lochgilphead, Campbeltown 
and Tobermory.

Fort William enduro to share stage with world’s best
RIDERS in round six of the 
POC Scottish Enduro Series in 
Fort William this year will be 
notice a more continental feel 
to the event.

The Fort William round of 
the enduro series, which takes 
place on October 13, will also 
be hosting the final round of 
the recently launched Enduro 
World Series (EWS) European 
Continental Series.

Going into its fifth season, the 
POC Scottish Enduro Series 

will once again deliver six races 
at venues across Scotland.

Frazer Coupland of No Fuss 
Events and the Scottish Enduro 
Series, said: ‘2018 is already 
shaping up to be a super sea-
son, with great venues, a great 
title sponsor and a grand finale 
in Fort William, the home of 
international mountain biking 
in Scotland.’

The Scottish Enduro Series 
officially announced last week 
that POC, the leading Swedish 

manufacturer of helmets, gog-
gles and body armour aimed 
specifically at gravity sports, 
will be the series headline 
sponsor for the fifth year in 
succession.

The Scottish Enduro Series 
is now one of the longest es-
tablished enduro series in the 
country and few would argue 
with the claim it is the UK’s 
premier enduro series.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3600
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Stewart
Nant Drive
Oban

C MacFadyen
Connel
by Oban
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Sport

Shortlees     4          
Oban Saints     2             
West of Scotland Cup – 6th round

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 22, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.28 1.2 09.37 3.4 16.05 1.4  21.48 3.3
Fri 04.24 1.4 10.35 3.2 17.11 1.5  22.49 3.1
Sat 05.44 1.6 12.05 3.0 18.32 1.6   **.**  *.*
Sun 00.27 3.0 07.17 1.6 14.21 3.1  19.53 1.5
Mon 02.31 3.1 08.51 1.4 15.35 3.3  21.06 1.3
Tues 03.42 3.4 10.06 1.1 16.26 3.5  22.08 1.0
Wed 04.31 3.7 11.01 0.9 17.08 3.8  22.59 0.7             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15

7

5

Thursday Cloudy with light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC
Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate south easterly 
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC

Weekend Sunny
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC

Oban Lorne rugby 
match rained o� 

Saturday’s results: West of 
Scotland Cup, sixth round - 
Shortlees 4, Oban Saints 2; 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, second 
round - Dunoon v Claremont, 
postponed; Premier Division 
One - Rossvale 2, Campbeltown 
Pupils 1; Premier Division 
Two - FC Argyle 3, Lochgil-
phead Red Star 8; Tarbert 4, 
Duncanrig 2.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Oban 
Saints v East Kilbride; Premier 
Division One - Campbeltown 
Pupils no game; Premier 
Division Two - Lochgilphead 
Red Star v Carlton YM; Paisley 
v Tarbert.         

Football

Saints’ youth team 
results and � xtures
Youth football

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s 2, Summerston 4. Scoring 
for Saints was Kyle Cooper (2).
 Dumbarton United 5, Under 
14s 2. Saints goalscorers were 
Thomas McCrindle and Ros 
Higgins.
 Westercommon Star 1, Under 
15s 8. Netting for Saints were 
Connor Moore (3), Ellis Hunter 
(3), Gary McIvor and James 
Beaton.
 Campbeltown Pupils 2, Under 
16s 3. Scoring for Saints were 
Gavin Forgrieve, Aaron McKay 
and Jordan Norman. Under 17s 
no game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Ardencaple v Under 13s; 
Greenock United v Under 14s; 
Cambuslang Colts v Under 
15s; Under 16s v Drumchapel 
United; Westerton United v 
Under 17s.     

Saints come up just short as
Lees storm into last eight
Under strength Saints 
battle all the way but 
lose to two late goals

Willie Gemmell � nds the bottom corner of the net to make the score 1-1. Photographs and match report: Derek Black.

OBAN Lorne’s fixture 
headache continues with the 
postponement of Saturday’s 
league match home to Stewartry 
RFC being postponed meaning 
another re-arranged game in an 
already prolonged season for 
the men in green.

A decision was made on 
on Friday to postpone the 
weekend’s fixture because 
of waterlogged pitches at 
Glencruitten and North Connel 
and with Stewartry arranging 
accommodation in Oban on 
the Friday evening, an early 
decision on the game had to be 
made. This is the fourth time 
this season Oban Lorne have 
failed to fulfill a home game 
because of unplayable pitches. 
There is now a huge backlog of 
games which means the club is 
not to play its last league match 
until  Saturday May 12.

Frustratingly, as with last 
week’s postponement against 
Cambuslang, Oban had a 
strong squad available to take 
on Stewartry and had a good 
chance of taking the much- 
needed league points.

Oban Lorne have a break 
from league duty this week 
because of the Calcutta Cup 
clash between Scotland and 
England at BT Murayfield. 
Saturday’s Nat West Six Nations 
match will be shown live on the 
clubhouse’s big screen. The next 
scheduled home game for Oban 
Lorne is against Kilmarnock on 
Saturday March 17.

Rugby

AN 89TH minute wonder goal 
from amateur football sensation 
Keir Knapp ended Oban Saints’ 
West of Scotland Cup run at 
Grange Academy, Kilmarnock, 
last Saturday. 

Despite a spirited performance 
from a much-depleted Saints 
side, including two perfectly 
placed set-piece strikes from 
Willie Gemmell, it was the very 
impressive 2016 cup winners 
Shortlees who prevailed at the 
end of the 90 minutes to advance 
to the quarter final stage.

Saints manager Alex Craik’s 
pre-match plans were thrown 
into disarray with the withdraw-
al of five of the squad which had 
put eight past Woodhall Thistle 
in the previous round requiring 
starting roles for locum goal-
keeper Thomas McCulloch and 
the gaffer himself.

Saints lined up with Thomas 
McCulloch in goal behind a back 
four of Matthew Kelly, Steven 
MacLeod, Alex Craik and Scott 
Maitland. Willie Gemmell an-
chored the midfield flanked by 
captain Donald Campbell and 
Daniel MacCuish with Lewis 
Cameron, on his first start since 
returning to the club, taking up 
an unaccustomed position at the 
point of the diamond. Up front 
were leading goal scorer Craig 
MacEwan and last week’s hat-
trick hero Shaun MacIver. On 
a very young and inexperienced 
three-man bench were Ruaridh 
Horne, Connor Howe and Craig 
MacMillan.

Skipper Donald Campbell 
won the toss of referee Anthony 
McCann’s coin and elected to 
play into the stiff breeze and 
low sun in the first half. Saints 
kicked off attacking the school 
end on the excellent all-weather 
surface, but it was the hosts who 
were first to settle with Owen 
Quigley hooking over a Keir 
Knapp cross from the left inside 
the first 60 seconds.

Saints were punished for their 
slow start when a towering 
header from Richard Mullen 

Saints’ keeper Thomas McCulloch comes out con� dently to collect a cross.

Ga� er Alex Craik sends a late chance past the post.

put Shortlees ahead after just 
five minutes. The big central 
defender climbed high above 
Willie Gemmell and Alex Craik 
to power a Keir Knapp corner 
from the left past the stranded 
Thomas McCulloch.

The deadly right foot of Willie 
Gemmell brought Saints level in 
the tenth minute after referee 
McCann had penalised Richard 
Mullen for a tackle from behind 
on Craig MacEwan. Five of 
Gemmell’s six previous goals 
this season had come in cup 
competitions and the midfield 
stalwart continued his knack 
of chipping in with vital strikes 
when he a curled a low shot from 
19 yards around the five man 
Shortlees wall and into the bot-
tom corner past a static Garry 
Murdoch.

Cheered on by the large and 
vociferous home support, 
Shortlees came roaring back 
and struck the frame of the goal 
two minutes later. John Muir 
turned inside Scott Maitland 
on the Shortlees right and hit a 
dipping left foot effort, which 
Thomas McCulloch appeared 
to have covered, crashing off the 
top of the crossbar.

Shortlees captain Keir Knapp 
picked up the first yellow card 
of a fiercely contested match 
for a 16th minute foul on Saints 
right-back Matthew Kelly who 
gave a good first half account of 
himself against one of the top 
talents in the amateur game.

Opening goalscorer Richard 
Mullen joined his captain in the 
referee’s notebook in the 25th 
minute for a foul on Donald 
Campbell on the halfway line. 
From Willie Gemmell’s free-
kick rolled into Campbell’s feet, 
the skipper fed Shaun MacIver 
for a strike on goal which Garry 
Murdoch in the Shortlees goal 
held at the second attempt.

A 39th minute free-kick won 
by Donald Campbell was tossed 
in from the right by Willie 
Gemmell but, predictably, head-
ed out by towering Shortlees 
central defender Gordon Minor. 
Lurking just outside the box was 
Lewis Cameron whose touch 
and hit from 24 yards flew wide 

of Garry Murdoch’s left hand 
post.

As the clock ticked down to-
wards half-time, Saints captain 
Donald Campbell was penalised 
for a foul on opposite number 
Keir Knapp whose free-kick 
from the left hit the top of the 
Saints’ wall and was tipped over 
the crossbar by Thomas McCull-
och.

The hosts kept the pressure 
on with three successive corner 
kicks which Saints defended well 
before referee McCann brought 

the first half to an end with 
honours even.

The opening exchanges of the 
second half followed a similar 
pattern to the first with the 
home side, who had switched 
Keir Knapp and John Muir to 
the opposite flanks, making the 
better start. 

In Saints’ first serious attack of 
the second 45, Lewis Cameron 
won a free-kick on the left 30 
yards from goal. Willie Gem-
mell’s dipping ball into the six 
yard box looking for the run of 
Shaun MacIver was well held by 
Garry Murdoch who immediate-

ly launched a counter attack up 
the left wing. John Muir raced 
away and sent in a low cross 
which the combined efforts 
of Matthew Kelly and Steven 
MacLeod sent spinning beyond 
the grasp of Thomas McCulloch 
and in off the far post to restore 
the host’s advantage.

Cursing their luck, Saints 
pressed forward in search of a 
second equaliser but found ric-
ochets in the Shortlees penalty 
area not going their way. 

Before the corner kick could 

be taken, Shortlees replaced 
the injured Douglas Robertson 
with Greig Rankin, another of 
eight survivors from Shortlees’ 
Scottish Amateur Cup quar-
ter-final encounter with Saints 
at Glencruitten two years ago. 
Daniel MacCuish tried to pick 
out Willie Gemmell’s near post 
run but Owen Quigley read the 
danger well to head clear.

Not for the first time in the 
match, Thomas McCulloch 
showed excellent handling to 
pluck a 65th minute corner kick 
off the head of giant central 
defender Gordon Minor.

Willie Gemmell had his name 
taken in the 66th minute by 
referee Tony McCann. The 
vastly experienced whistler, 
who handled the match well, 
brandished the yellow card in 
Gemmell’s direction for a foul 
on Jim Caldwell on the halfway 
line.

Saints gaffer Alex Craik made 
his only change with 22 minutes 
remaining, replacing 17-year-old 
Daniel MacCuish, who acquit-
ted himself well in distinguished 
company, with another young-
ster, Connor Howe.

A 70th minute Craig MacE-

wan turn and hit from a Willie 
Gemmell pass flew wide of 
the junction of post and bar as 
Saints continued their quest to 
get back into the match.

Two minutes later, Lewis 
Cameron got the better of Jim 
Caldwell wide on the right and 
fizzed a low cross towards the 
near post which was thumped 
clear by Gordon Minor. From 
the corner kick, Cameron tried 
to pick out Connor Howe’s 
run from deep but the Saints 
replacement got underneath the 

flight of the ball and the danger 
was cleared.

After a good spell of Saints’ 
pressure, Owen Quigley clat-
tered into the back of Donald 
Campbell on the edge of the 
Shortlees box in the 80th minute 
earning himself a caution from 
referee McCann. The free-kick, 
22 yards out and left of centre, 
was in perfect Willie Gemmell 
territory and the Saints dead 
ball expert didn’t disappoint 
curling a delicious effort over 
the five man wall and into the 
postage stamp corner to restore 
parity at 2-2.

With five minutes remaining, 
Thomas McCulloch made an 
excellent stop at his near post 
to deny Owen Quigley who had 
broken clear of Matthew Kelly 
on the left. From the resulting 
corner kick, the big keeper again 
took charge of his six yard box to 
punch clear.

Saints, however, couldn’t get 
out of their own half and Craig 
MacEwan picked up a yellow 
card for hauling down Keir 
Knapp as he threatened to 
burst into the Saints box from 
the right. Saints inexplicably 
switched off at the free-kick 

from level with the six yard line 
and allowed Owen Quigley a 
free header from three yards 
out which he placed into the 
unguarded net.

The deflated Saints set off 
in search of a third equalier to 
take the tie into extra-time but 
there was to be no way back and 
it was the hosts who finished the 
tie with a flourish in the 89th 
minute.

If there was an element of good 
fortune about the Shortlees 
breakaway second goal, there 
was absolutely no question of 
luck being involved for their 
fourth goal which was a piece of 
individual brilliance from Keir 
Knapp fit to win any game.

With Saints pressing hard for 
a lifeline, Keir Knapp picked 
the ball up midway inside his 
own half and raced away from 
the trailing Saints pack before 
rifling an unstoppable left foot 
shot across Thomas McCulloch 
and into the bottom corner. 

There was to be no coming 
back from this hammer blow for 
Saints, however, they kept plug-
ging away during the time added 
on by Mr McCann and Donald 
Campbell’s perseverance on the 
left forced a 93rd minute corner 
kick. Willie Gemmell produced 
one last exhibit of his set-piece 
prowess looping his flag kick 
over the head of Owen Quigley 
at the back post and picking out 
Alex Craik on the corner of the 
six yard box. Unfortunatley the 
gaffer was unable to convert a 
difficult chance and sliced his 
volley wide before Mr McCann 
pointed to the centre circle 
bringing an enthralling cup tie 
to an end.

Saints gaffer Alex Craik was 
gutted at the end of the game. 
He said: ‘This was always going 
to be a tough game but having to 
make five changs to the squad 
that defeated Woodhall in the 
last round was just too much. 
At the final stages in the major 
competitions you need your 
main players to be available but 
unfortunately for us five were 
missing for various reasons.’  

Saints return to league busi-
ness this Saturday when they 
welcome 2015-16 champions 
East Kilbride FC Amateurs to 
Glencruitten in the Scottish 
Amateur Football League Pre-
mier Division. The match will be 
played at Glen 2 with a 1.30pm 
kick-off. Referee in charge is 
Matthew Dickinson from Mull.



WIN WIN WIN
A ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO
AT RUFFLETS ST ANDREWS 
AND DINNER AT SEASONS

competition 2018
competition 2018

IS BACK!

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     153

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018
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REMEMBERING 
THE GLENCOE 
MASSACRE

THE LOCHABER charity 
which helps women and children 
suffering domestic abuse says 
the slashing of its money from 
Highland Council is forcing it 
to look at cutting staff costs.

Coming as it does just a 
fortnight before International 
Women’s Day, there has been 
anger after the council agreed 
to reduce its grant to Lochaber 
Women’s Aid (LWA) by 10 per 
cent – more than £11,000.

The cut was just one of a raft of 
measures approved by the local 
authority at its budget meeting 
in Inverness last week, which 
approved a £15 million package 
of savings to tackle a black hole 
in its finances.

The cut for four women’s aid 
groups across Highland region 
amounts to £78,494, with the 
Fort William-based LWA see-
ing its council grant of £112,377 
reduced by £11,238 for the 
coming financial year.

In its own assessment of the 
impact of the cuts, Highland 
Council officials said it would 
be ‘moderate’, although admit-
ted it would increase pressure 
on the women’s aid family 
teams as a result.

However, comments from 
the council’s Lochaber leader 
and vice-chairman of its cor-
porate resources committee, 
Andrew Baxter, that he had 
been informed the LWA could 
cope with the budget reduction, 
prompted an angry backlash 
from the charity’s service man-
ager, Lorraine Revitt.

In a letter this week to all 
Loch aber councillors, Ms Re-
vitt said the cut would, in fact, 
have a significant impact on 

LWA staffing and its service de-
livery. ‘We currently have a staff 
of eight and support around 135 
women and children each year,’ 
she told them.

‘We are the only service in 
Lochaber providing specialist 
domestic abuse support and 
deliver a high quality, person-
centred support service for 
some of the most vulnerable 
people in our community.

‘Over the past few years we 
have received standstill funding 
from Highland Council and the 
Scottish Government, despite 
our overheads rising each year.

‘A 10 per cent cut to our 
funding equates to just under 
£12,000 and to say “we can 
cope” with this is not accurate.

‘We have reduced our over-
heads to a minimum over the 
past few years and we now have 
no alternative but to look at 
staffing costs as our only resort. 
Over the next few weeks we 
will be faced with looking at a 
variety of staff cutting measures 
to implement this reduction.

‘We have already taken the 
decision to stop our weekend 
telephone support service and 
reduce the number of safe sup-
port accommodation available 
within Lochaber from three 
properties to two as we cannot 
continue to sustain running at a 
planned deficit and drawing on 
our ever-decreasing reserves.

‘We have therefore no option 
but to implement a cost-cutting 
exercise which will mean eight 
staff taking a direct cut in pay 
and a reduced amount of time 
for one-to-one support for 
vulnerable women and children.

‘While we pride ourselves in 
delivering a high-quality ser-
vice, we need to be realistic on 
what we can now deliver.’

There has been widespread sadness across Lochaber with news of the death at age 88 of Fort William 
Football Club founder and local community stalwart Colin Neilson.  Known a� ectionately as ‘Coco’ to 
all who knew him, Mr Neilson’s funeral will be held on Saturday at Duncansburgh-MacIntosh Church. 
(Full story, page � ve.)  Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Refuge hits out 
at budget cuts

Missing Lochaber 
climber named

Metal theft from 
industrial estate

Lochaber mourns the passing 
of Colin ‘Coco’ Neilson

A CLIMBER who has been 
missing in the Roy Bridge area 
has now been named locally 
as Jim Stalker.

The 55-year-old from Loch-
aber fell through a cornice near 
the summit of Beinn a Chao-
rainn on Sunday February 11.

Mr Stalker, a postman in 
the Fort William area and a 
well-known member of the 
Lochaber Athletic Club, was on 
the 3,440ft mountain before 
he fell through an overhanging 
ledge of snow.

His walking companion wit-
nessed him falling through the 
cornice and was able to alert the 
local mountain rescue teams 
after getting o�  the mountain 
in blizzard conditions.

Despite a large-scale rescue 
operation last week, the teams 
were unable to locate Mr 
Stalker as conditions became 
dangerous and it is feared he is 
buried in deep snow.

A SKIER was airlifted to hospital on Sun-
day after an ‘exceptional’ 12-hour rescue 
operation, writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

Twenty-two Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team members helped rescue the stranded 
skier, who had suffered multiple injuries 
after falling 200m (656ft) through a cornice 
on Aonach Beag.

The rescue has been described by the team 
as ‘one of the most difficult and technical 
rescues’ carried out in the past year.

The operation was LMRT’s 16th call-out 
in the past month, with the team racking 
up a total of 3,000 in what they say has 
been ‘some of the most challenging winter 
conditions experienced in a very long time’.

Team members were called out on Sunday 
morning after the skier, believed to be in 
his mid-30s, fell through an overhanging 
ledge of snow while navigating across the 

summit of the mountain during a whiteout. 
Conditions on Aonach Beag were ‘very 
challenging’ with strong winds and limited 
visibility making it difficult for rescuers to 
get to the location of the skier.

Low cloud cover hindered the ability of the 
Coastguard Rescue Helicopter 951 in assist-
ing with the rescue, although it did manage 
to lift team members onto the mountain who 
were then able to carry rescue equipment to 
the location of the stranded skier.

A separate team of four tried to climb 
up to the casualty but ‘deep unstable snow 
and potential of avalanche’ prevented their 
progress and they retreated back down the 
mountain.

Two team members and a ski patroller 
from Nevis Range were then lowered to the 
skier to carry out first aid before he could be 
winched back to the summit.

From there, the casualty was taken off the 
mountain and admitted to Belford Hospital 
by midnight. The skier has since been trans-
ferred to hospital in Edinburgh. His condi-
tion is not thought to be life-threatening.

After the rescue, the team said snow shoes, 
which they had only purchased the week 
before, were critical in the rescue operation 
and that without them progress may not 
have been possible.

LMRT has experienced one of its busiest 
periods in recent years due to a continuous 
spell of exceptional winter weather.

So far this year, 137 avalanches have been 
recorded by the Scottish Avalanche Infor-
mation Service. To combat the conditions, 
LMRT has been deploying drones in recent 
searches, which are able to provide images 
from areas where it is too dangerous or 
difficult to put in rescuers.

Skier alive after ‘exceptional’ rescue

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE are appealing for 
information after metal was 
stolen from businesses in Fort 
William. The theft of copper 
cables and a number of alloy 
wheels is believed to have 
occurred in the early hours of 
Tuesday February 20.

Constable Nathan Wilson 
said: ‘I am appealing for anyone 
who may have seen any suspi-
cious activity – individual or a 
vehicle in the area – to come 
forward. I would also ask that 
anybody who is o� ered metal 
for sale to get in touch with us 
as soon as possible.’

Call Fort William Police Sta-
tion, quoting ref NP/1256/18 or 
NP/1268/18 or call Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111. 

Ms Revitt said that community 
awareness sessions, sessions in 
schools and some social groups 
for women and children may 
now have to be reduced to pri-
oritise one-to-one support for 
women and children in crisis.

At the start of the month, 
Women’s Aid members across 
Scotland were elated at the 
passing of the new Domestic 
Abuse (Scotland) bill by the 
Scottish Parliament.

‘You can imagine then our 
frustration when, only two weeks 
later, our local council takes the 
step to reduce the funding to 
frontline services which are at 
the forefront of supporting the 
women and children who will 
benefit from this new law,’ said 
Ms Revitt, who added that the 
charity understood the council’s 
need to make savings.

But she warned: ‘Lochaber 
Women’s Aid will continue to 
deliver a domestic abuse service 
in Lochaber, but we wish to 
stress we are not “fine” with the 
reduction of funds and it will 
impact on the service we can 
provide.’

Both SNP opposition coun-
cillors for Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan, Blair Allan 
and Niall McLean, say the 
cuts to Lochaber Women’s Aid  
funding will affect some of the 
most vulnerable members of the 
local community.

Mr Allan told us: ‘From what 
the LWA says, this will mean a 
clear diminishing of the service 
and is particularly frustrating, 
coming as it does in the current 
climate surrounding the abuse 
of women.

‘It also flies in the face of 
further ground-breaking legis-
lation from the Scottish Parlia-
ment on domestic abuse.’

WINTER  
SPECIALS

Open Fri - Sun 
12pm - 10pm

Delicious lunches 
 & dinners, all 
served with a 

gorgeous view of 
 Corran Narrows.

( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | info@thecorran.net

SUNDAY ROASTS 

2 Courses - £14.95pp

3 Courses - £17.95pp

Children under 12 yrs
2 courses - £9.95,  
3 courses - £12.95

FISH TEAS 
Every Friday

£10.95pp

Includes bread & butter 
and your choice of tea, 
coffee or a draught soft 

drink.  

IS BACK!IS BACK!
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View from the Chamber
IS YOUR business ready for GDPR? If 
you answered ‘what’s GDPR?’ then it 
sounds like the answer might be no.

GDPR stands for the General Data 
Protection Regulation and, although it 
sounds like something most of us would 
rather avoid, it’s actually a crucial new 
piece of legislation that all businesses 
must comply with.

GDPR is a major new change to the 
rules that govern how businesses store 
and use personal data. The new rules 
come into effect on May 25 this year.

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce 
presented a specialist seminar on GDPR 
led by Kirk Tudhope LLP of Ledingham 
Chalmers Solicitors last week.

Kirk heads Ledingham Chalmers’ 
employment team and is the only Law 

Society-accredited specialist in employ-
ment law based in the Highlands.

Staff from a wide variety of local busi-
nesses attended the fully-booked event at 
the Lime Tree Hotel to learn how to get 
ready for the new regulation.

The top tips are: ask yourself what 
personal information you hold and why 
you have it. Only hold what you need. 
You must be able to show that you have a 

good reason for holding information and 
you must use it in a way that is lawful, fair 
and transparent.

Kirk guided everyone through the key 
principles and offered guidance on next 
steps in an entertaining way.

Thanks go to Kirk for another useful 
and engaging seminar and to the Lime 
Tree Hotel for great hospitality.

If you’d like to know more about what 
to do for GDPR, you’ll find guidance on 
the Information Commissioner’s website 
at www.io.org.uk.

At Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, 
we’re committed to helping our members 
achieve their business goals. If you’d like 
to join us, please give us a call on 01397 
705765 or visit www.lochaberchamber.
co.uk.

WHAT’S ON
� ART LOCHABER is hosting an 
exhibition in the Pinemarten Cafe 
Bar at Nevis Range this week. The 
event, from Friday February 23 to 
Tuesday February 27, will feature 
work from local artists. Art Loch-
aber is a group of artists living in 
Lochaber, in the West Highlands 
of Scotland, an area of extreme 
natural beauty.

� THE VINTAGE Motor Cycle 
Club (VMCC) is active in 
Scotland and a meeting to 
consider setting up a new 
section in North Argyll and 
Lochaber is due to take place 
this week. Anyone with an 
interest in old motorcycles is 
invited, whether or not they 
are VMCC members. Go along 
to the Alexandra Hotel, Fort 
William, at 7.30pm tomorrow 
(Friday February 23). For more 
information, contact Chris 
Jones on 07768 268854 or at 
cjoneshome@btinternet. com.

� THE MARCH meeting of Loch-
aber Local History Society sees 
John Dye of Acharacle speaking 
on one of his many interests – vit-
ri� ed forts. The enigma of these 
constructions, found in a number 
of places locally, has ba�  ed 
archaeologists and historians for 
centuries.  John will be shining 
new light on the subject when 
he gives his talk entitled ‘Vitri� ed 
Forts of Moidart: New Evidence 
for their Origin’ and a compelling 
night  is promised.  The event  
starts at 8pm on Thursday March 
1 at the Ben Nevis Hotel. Every-
one welcome.

� LOCHABER Piping Society 
holds its annual youth compe-
tition on Saturday March 24, 
starting at 9.30am at Lochaber 
High School.

� LOCHABER District Choir is 
hosting a fundraising ceilidh on 
Friday March 2 at Caol Communi-
ty Centre. Hear Lochaber District 
Gaelic Choir perform Mòd win-
ning pieces, Mòd medallist solo 
singers and dance to the house 
ceilidh band from 7.30pm.

The procession makes its way to the massacre memorial at Glencoe last week. JP F08 Glencoe Massacre memorial_12/ JP F08 Glencoe Massacre memorial 08

Ann McGhee, Lois MacDonell, John MacFarlane, Rev Amanda Fair-
clough and Roz MacDonald at the memorial. JP F08Glencoe Massacre memorial 04

Ann McGhee and Lois MacDonell of Glengarry with a wreath  
from Clan Donald of New Zealand.  JP F08 Glencoe massacre extra

Visitors listen intently during the service at the massacre 
memorial. JP F08 Glencoe Massacre memorial 05

Piper John MacCallum leads the procession to the memorial. 
JP F08 Glencoe Massacre memorial 09

Roz MacDonald lays a wreath on behalf of Glencoe Heritage 
Trust. JP F08 Glencoe Massacre memorial 10

Remembering the Glencoe massacre
FORTY people gathered at the Massa-
cre of Glencoe Memorial last Tuesday 
for the annual commemoration of the 
murderous events of February 13 1692.

People from as far afield as Fife and 
the Black Isles joined residents from 
Glencoe and Ballachulish. 

A couple from the United States, with 
the surname MacDonald, who are on 
holiday in Scotland also attended.

Tuesday’s events began with a service in 
St Mary’s Church, Glencoe, conducted 
by the Rev Amanda Fairclough, which 
was also attended by youngsters from 
Glencoe and St Bride’s primary schools.

It was followed by the procession to the 
tapering Celtic cross memorial, includ-
ing clan and community representatives. 
Wreaths were laid by representatives of 
Clan Donald Highlands and Islands, 
Glencoe Heritage Trust and the Nation-
al Trust. 

A wreath on behalf of Clan Henderson 
had already been laid on the Sunday by 
representatives of Clan Henderson.

The 23rd Psalm was sung and piper 
John MacCallum played The Lament.

Glencoe Heritage Trust’s Roz Mac-
Donald said it was good to see such a 
strong turnout for the event once again.

‘The sun came out for the procession 
and the wreath-laying, which was nice, 
and it was good so many people had 

managed to get there for the commem-
oration given the weather recently,’ she 
told the Lochaber Times.

It was on a freezing cold winter’s morn-
ing in February 1692 that a regiment of 
soldiers carried out an act so heinous 
and contrary to Highland custom that, 
more than three centuries later, its name 
still retains the power to evoke strong 
emotions.

Glencoe is home to one of the most 
stunning mountain vistas in Scotland, 
but it is also where, in the early hours of 
February 13 1692, 38 men, women and 
children of the MacDonald clan - or the 
MacIains as they were more specifically 
known - were murdered by troops acting 
on behalf of the government and whom 
they had billeted in their homes.

The MacDonalds had been rebels, 
but had taken the oath of allegiance to 
King William and so felt safe to extend 
the custom of Highland hospitality to 
Captain Robert Campbell and his 120 
soldiers for the fortnight before the 
massacre.

But Campbell had been told to ‘put all 
to the sword under seventy’ in an early 
morning surprise attack, while his hosts 
were asleep.

It was to be an example of what could 
happen to other Highland clans consid-
ered a possible threat to the new regime 
in London under King William of Or-
ange. Among those murdered was chief 
of the MacDonalds of Glen Coe, Alas-

dair MacDonald, known as MacIain. As 
well as those who died by sword, bayonet 
and musket, others later died of exposure 
in the bitter winter conditions after being 
forced from their burning crofts.

Although such violence was not un-
common in the Highlands at this time, 
what made this shocking was that it had 
been ‘slaughter under trust’.

But if it was intended as a way of cow-
ering the MacDonalds and their various 
clan branches into submission, the plan 
backfired and the memory of Glencoe 
ensured Clan Donald’s support behind 
the Jacobite risings of 1715 and 1745.

The power of the Glencoe Massacre 
– or Mort Ghlinne Comhann in Gaelic –  
to evoke strong emotions lingers to this 
day and it is that power that continues 
to draw people from near and far to the 
annual commemoration at the memorial.

The tradition of laying of a wreath on 
the anniversary of the massacre was 
started in 1935 by Angus MacDonald 
and subsequently carried on by his son.

Roz MacDonald has attended the com-
memoration for the past 37 years and 
agrees it was the fact the murders were 
carried out ‘under trust’ which made it 
all the more shocking and ensured the 
killings continue to reverberate down 
the centuries.

‘Among Highlanders, such an act was 
considered the equal of treason and that 
is why this event of so long ago retains 
the power it has to this day,’ she added. 

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Anger over council 
handling of cuts 
U-turn for schools
HIGHLAND Council has been 
accused of causing unnecessary 
anxiety to teachers and parents 
after it backed away from mak-
ing any cuts to teaching staff in 
its new budget agreed last week.

The local authority had been 
looking at a £15million raft of 
proposals to tackle a looming 
black hole in its finances, 
including the possible shedding 
of up to 300 jobs in schools, 
including teachers, additional 
support needs staff and pupil 
support assistants.

But a last minute deal when 
the Green Party at Holyrood 
agreed to support the minority 
SNP Government’s settlement 
saw Highland Council given an 
extra £7.5m.

Budget
It removed the threat of cuts 

to teaching posts in the budget, 
which was voted through at last 
week’s full council meeting in 
Inverness. 

It was just weeks before that 
Highland Council had warned 
head teachers in a letter of the 
potential for what it termed 
‘significant reductions’ in addi-
tional support needs staff and 
pupil support assistants.

But furious SNP councillors 
in Lochaber have slammed the 
local authority for ratcheting up 
what they said was unnecessary 
stress among parents and teach-
ing staff.

SNP councillor for Fort Wil-
liam and Ardnamurchan Blair 
Allan told the Lochaber Times: 
‘The letter to head teachers just 
a few weeks ago warned about 

possible cuts, then more money 
comes down the track and these 
cuts are suddenly off the table.

‘That just caused needless 
anxiety for parents and teach-
ers.’

On the wider issue of the 
budget, Highland Council has 
defended its approval of the 
new financial measures that in-
clude a three per cent increase 
in council tax.

The rise was proposed by the 
local authority’s ruling coalition 
of Independent, Lib Dem and 
Labour councillors.

The meeting also saw a pack-
age of savings measures agreed, 
including a cut of around 50 
other job posts, but the council 
says it is confident these can be 
managed to avoid redundancies 
where possible.

The council tax rise means an 
increase of £35.93 per annum 
on a band D property. There 
will also be a number of public 
toilets closed and new parking 
charges.

Margaret Davidson, the 
leader of the council, called it ‘a 
fair budget’ which protects jobs, 
education, roads and winter 
maintenance and communities 
across the Highlands.

Budget leader Councillor 
Alister Mackinnon added: 
‘Over the past few months, we 
have had to consider a wide 
range of options to make very 
significant cuts to services 
which we didn’t want to do, but 
thought may be unavoidable. 
I recognise the negative effect 
this uncertainty has caused for 
staff and communities.

‘A better settlement at the 
eleventh hour has saved us from 

having to cut so deeply and 
we have done our very best to 
protect front line services and 
safeguard jobs.’

In a separate statement on 
behalf of the Independent 
councillors, Mrs Davidson crit-
icised opposition councillors 
who had called for the budget 
discussions to be postponed.

Members of the opposition 
SNP group had sought a delay, 
saying the week they had been 
given to examine the adminis-
tration’s proposals wasn’t long 
enough and that there was a 
lack of up-to-date information.

Irresponsible
But Mrs Davidson dismissed 

such calls as just ducking big 
decisions, saying: ‘That would 
be irresponsible and lead to 
greater uncertainty for council 
staff and Highland residents.’

But both Mr Allan and  his 
fellow SNP member for Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan 
councillor Niall McLean are 
angry at the lack of time given to 
scrutinise the budget proposals.

‘Our amendment was just to 
think a little bit further about 
some of these proposals and 
I felt there was some support 
from Independent members in 
the chamber for that,’ said Mr 
McLean.

‘But then they voted these 
measures through. 

Disgusted
‘I think it is a very ill-thought 

out budget and I am disgusted 
that people stand against some-
thing one minute, then vote that 
through when in the chamber.

‘This budget attacks the 
weakest members of our com-
munities and is unrealistic.’

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Emotional 
send-off 
for popular 
teachers
IT WAS the end of an era at two Fort Wil-
liam schools last week when headteachers 
Jim Sutherland and Nick Thomson  said  
farewell to Lochaber High School and 
Lundavra Primary School respectively, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

If Mr Sutherland, who came to the high 
school as acting head teacher in April 
2006, had hoped he would be allowed to 
disappear quietly, he was in for a surprise.

After various presentations of retiral 
gifts from members of staff – including 
a dinner where he was given an engraved 
quaich – plus assemblies for each of the 
year groups, on Friday Mr Sutherland 
joined the school’s pipe band for what he 
thought would be photo opportunity.

‘I went outside to have what I thought 
was my photograph being taken with the 
pipe band,’ Mr Sutherland told the Loch-
aber Times this week.

‘Right enough, the pipe band was lined 
up and it then became clear I was to lead 
them. I thought it would just be a march 
round the school, but as we came round 
the corner you can imagine my surprise 
when I found the entire school assembled 
on the all-weather pitch to greet us.

‘I don’t know how they managed to 
organise something involving the whole 
school without the knowledge of the head 
teacher – namely me.’

The entire school then performed a 
Strip the Willow, with Mr Sutherland 
saying: ‘It was an unbelievable surprise.’

Prior to his arrival at Lochaber high, 
Mr  Sutherland was head teacher at Kin-
lochleven high. A Shetlander, Mr Suth-
erland also taught at schools in Lerwick, 
Berwick and Thurso.

Asked what he felt was the biggest 
changes during his time at Lochaber 
high, Mr Sutherland said he was most 
pleased with what he called the ‘change 
of culture’ at the school: ‘My secondment 
to Lochaber high came after a very chal-
lenging inspection report for the school,’ 
he said. ‘But it was also an exciting time to 
go there. The improvements to the fabric 

of the school, costing £31million, made a 
massive difference, of course.

‘But that is a physical change. I think a 
more important change has been in the 
culture of the school – the result of a lot 
of people working together.

‘Lochaber high is a settled school, 
providing a safe and happy environment 
for young people to be educated in and is 
doing really well.’

Mr Sutherland admitted his final week 
had been a bit emotional: ‘Yes, it was a 
wee bit, after more than 10 years. But 
I have spent quite a bit of time with my 
replacement, Scott Steele, and I know he 
will do well.’

Mr Steele comes to Lochaber high from 
his previous post as a depute head at 
Berwickshire High School, Duns.

Over at the town’s Lundavra Primary 

School, Mr Thomson also found himself 
on the receiving end of emotional good-
byes from pupils and staff.

Although leaving after a decade, he is 
not retiring, but joining Highland Council 
Education Department in Inverness as an 
education quality improvement officer.

During his final assembly, a pupil choir 
performed a specially-composed song 
about Mr Thomson’s 10 years as head 
teacher and videos were shown featuring 
messages, poems, rapping and songs from 
various pupils.

Current school deputy head Catriona 
Kelly takes over as acting head teacher 
until Mr Thomson’s replacement is ap-
pointed.

Mr Thomson said: ‘Last week’s final 
assembly was very enjoyable and a bit 
emotional.’

Fort business owners call for 
High Street to open to traffi c

Town Team urges Travelodge 
to remove ‘backland’ gates 

OWNERS of small businesses 
in Fort William have called for 
a re-introduction of one-way 
traffic and short-term parking 
into the town’s High Street in a 
bid to increase footfall to shops.

The idea was mooted at last 
week’s meeting between local 
MP Ian Blackford and traders 
from across Lochaber, which 
was organised by Gillian Sloan 
of ‘Gallery in the Fort’ to raise 
concerns and discuss ways to 
increase business.

The group highlighted various 
factors which they felt stopped 
shoppers using the High Street, 
such as parking charges for 
short visits and the fact the car 
parks nearest to the town centre 
are either up or down hill.

On asking if Ian Blackford 
would support the proposals 
to de-pedestrianise the High 
Street, he suggested that per-
haps asking Highland Council 
to consider a trial period would 
be a way forward with which he 
was happy to assist. Brexit was 

an issue of ongoing concern to 
many at the meeting and while 
several traders have found the 
weakness of the pound helps 
sell more to foreign visitors, 
many believed this would only 
be short-term benefit, with 
more challenging times ahead.

Lack of advice and assistance 
though Business Gateway was 
also raised, with Lochaber not 
having a dedicated adviser 
for almost a year.  The MP 
promised to look into what was 
happening and report back.

Disappointment was also 
expressed at any lack of benefit 
to this area from the Inverness 
City Deal granted by the 
Scottish Government, which 
local business owners believed 
would also be used to help the 
Lochaber economy.

After the meeting, Gillian 
Sloan said: ‘As owners of small 
businesses in Fort William and 
other parts of Lochaber, we of-
ten feel we are never consulted 
and have no voice, despite the 

huge benefits we bring to the 
area in products, service and 
attracting visitors.

‘It was great to see such a 
diverse range of businesses 
represented and I thank them 
for making the effort to attend 
in such bad weather. Hopefully 
they now feel as I do, that 
someone is actually interested 
in what we do and hearing our 
views.’

Mr Blackford said he was 
delighted to attend the meeting 
and hear about the group’s 
concerns.

‘They raised many interesting 
and valid points which I will, 
where I can, follow up and try 
to provide answers for them,’ he 
said.

‘I feel it is vitally important  
they are listened to as they 
are on ‘the front line’ of trade, 
dealing directly with local and 
visiting customers and better 
able to gauge what needs to 
be done to preserve and grow 
business for the good of us all.’

DISGRUNTLED volunteers 
are urging the heads of Trav-
elodge to remove the barriers 
preventing public use of the 
‘backlands’ area in the centre 
of Fort William, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

The Fort William Town 
Team (FWTT) have written a 
stern letter to the chairman of 
Thame and London Ltd, the 
parent company of Travelodge, 
in an effort to resolve the 
dispute over the land that runs 
behind the hotel.

As reported in last week’s 

edition of the Lochaber Times, 
the hotel chain confirmed it 
was responsible for a barrier 
which was erected to stop 
the public from accessing the 
ground for health and safety 
reasons.

The area, know as the ‘back-
lands’, was resurfaced, tidied 
and fenced off by the FWTT 
last year.

In the letter, the FWTT 
wrote: ‘For Travelodge to 
claim that it is now ‘unfit for 
purpose’ and is a ‘health and 
safety’ issue is beyond belief!

‘We would like to know what 
part of the car park is ‘unfit for 
purpose’ and what part of the 
car park is a ‘health and safety’ 
issue’.

Group members are looking 
for recognition for their ‘huge 
efforts’ in improving the area 
of land after they spent an 
estimated £2,800 on materials, 
thanks to donations from local 
businesses and volunteers.

FWTT has given Thame and 
London 14 days to respond to 
its letter before seeking alter-
native solutions.

The ‘backlands’ before... and after.

Above: 
retiring head 
teacher of 
Lochaber 
high Jim 
Sutherland 
and, left, Nick 
Thomson, 
who is joining 
the council’s 
education 
department 
as an educa-
tion quality 
improvement 
o�  cer.  
Photographs: Iain 
Ferguson.



PLANS are under way to 
redevelop the old library coffee 
shop in Stornoway into a ‘mak-
erspace’ and open it again to the 
community to encourage and 
support a range of activities for 
all ages.

A makerspace is a shared 
space for adults, young people 
and children to make, learn, 
create and explore using a varie-
ty of tools and resources.

A number of authorities in 
Scotland have set up maker-
spaces with great success, and 
the comhairle’s library service 
was inspired by these to create 
a similar opportunity for local 
residents.

Essentially a makerspace can 
take many forms and the aim for 
the Stornoway Library space is 
to trial a range of activities and 
opportunities to see what works 
best for people.

It will be a flexible space with 
tables and chairs for people to 
sit in groups or alone. Comput-
ers and a Mac with design and 
editing software will be made 
available, along with a 3D print-
er, scanner and graphics tablet.

For the not so techie inclined, 
board games (from Scrabble and 
chess to Carcassonne), Lego 
and books will also be available.

Kathleen Milne, libraries 
manager, said: ‘We wanted to 
make sure the space became a 
part of the library and was used 
by the community.

‘This is just the start. There 
are lots of possibilities and we 
are keen to hear from members 
of the community to see how we 
can develop the space further.

‘It would be good to see regu-
lar sessions being offered, such 
as a morning reading group or a 
Saturday Lego club?

‘We are planning to run work-
shops and drop-in sessions for 
people to learn more about the 
equipment and would also like 
to continue to run more regular 
code clubs for children.

‘We also want the makerspace 
to travel to other libraries, so 
that residents across the islands 
get the opportunity to explore 
the different resources and have 
fun learning and creating new 
things together.’

If anyone is interested in 
finding out more and seeing 
some of the equipment that will 
available, a drop-in session will 
be held at Stornoway Library on 
Monday March 5 from 4 to 6pm.

The 3D printer and scanner 
along with a PS4 Virtual Reality 
station and other resourceswill 
be available for people to work 
with.
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Centenary sculpture is 
tribute to Iolaire disaster
AN LANNTAIR Arts Centre 
in Stornoway is to install a new 
sculpture to commemorate 
one of the most devastating 
peacetime tragedies in British 
maritime history.

The new sculpture will sit at 
Stornoway Harbour, overlooking 
the site of where HMY Iolaire 
foundered on the Beasts of Holm 
in the early hours of New Year’s 
Day 1919, with the loss of 201 
lives.

Most of the victims of the dis-
aster were returning servicemen, 
with 179 on their way home to the 
Isle of Lewis.

Professor Norman Drummond 
CBE FRSE, chairman of the 
Scottish Commemorations Pan-
el, explained: ‘Since the start of 
the commemorations for the cen-
tenary of the First World War in 
2014, WW100 Scotland and the 
Scottish Commemorations Panel 
have learned so many moving 
stories of loss and tragedy.

‘Few can be as shocking as the 
sinking of HMY Iolaire and the 
loss of so many men from Lewis 
and Harris on the final stretch of 
their journey home.

‘Theirs is a story which deserves 
to be remembered for genera-
tions and this latest memorial 
sculpture, with the names of 
each one of those lost, provides 
a strong reminder of the cou-
rageous endurance and patient 
forbearance felt throughout the 
Western Isles and Scotland and 
far beyond, then and since.’

Royal Scottish Academicians 
Will Maclean, Marian Leven 
and Arthur Watson have been 
commissioned to design the new 
sculpture which will depict a 
large coiled heaving-line.

This references the heroism of 
John Finlay Macleod, who swam 
ashore with a rope and saved 40 
of the 179 men. 

It also serves as a metaphor 
for the isles’ connection with the 
sea, and the timeless dialogue 
between ship and shore, the past 
and the present. 

The other bronze will be a 
wreath composed of maritime 

insignia wall-mounted within 
the enclosure. 

The sculpture will feature two 
bronzes within a semi-circular 
stone enclosure and will bear 
the names of those lost and the 
communities they came from.

Norman A Macdonald, con-
vener of Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar and chairman of the Iolaire 
working group, said: ‘We are 

working on a range of projects 
to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the terrible events 
of January 1 1919. 

‘Our communities were dev-
astated by the loss of lives that 
night and it is right we remember 
them and mark the occasion in an 
appropriate manner.

‘I am pleased part of the 
commemoration is to be the cen-

tenary sculpture commissioned 
by An Lanntair.  It is fitting it will 
bear the names of those lost and 
the communities they came from 
and that the heroic efforts of John 
Finlay Macleod are depicted by 
a coiled heaving line. He was a 
hero that night. In truth, they 
were all heroes.’

Scheduled to be unveiled and 
dedicated on the morning of the 
centenary of the disaster, the 
project has been in development 
for almost two years.

Roddy Murray, head of visual 
arts at An Lanntair Arts Centre, 
which commissioned the sculp-
ture, said: ‘We went through an 
extensive consultation process 
for this significant memorial on 
this most sensitive of subjects. 
It commemorates a catastrophe 
that has resonated through the 
generations. For decades, it was 
too painful to acknowledge or 
mention, far less discuss. One 
hundred years on, the conversa-
tion is about healing, legacy and 
closure.

‘Crucially and appropriately, 
it is being funded by donations 
from within the communities it 
affected and we are massively in-
debted to them for their generous 
contributions.’

The total cost of the sculpture is 
£100,000 and backing the project 
are the Gael Force Group and 
Stornoway Port Authority, whose 
contributions have been matched 
by a £35,000 award from Arts 
and Business Scotland’s culture 
and business fund. Other major 
donors are Urras Oighreachd 
Ghabhsainn, Horshader Com-
munity Trust, Point and Sandwick 
Trust and Tolsta Community 
Development. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
also been a key partner and 
supporter.

Lifeboats and tug help 
stricken cargo vessel
RNLI volunteers from Kyle 
of Lochalsh and Mallaig were 
called out just after 7.30am on 
Sunday after a cargo vessel’s 
rudder broke in the Kylerhea 
narrows.

Kyle lifeboat Spirit of Fred  Ols-
en launched at 7.44am, just eight 
minutes after the first alert, and 
sped towards the 1,200-tonne 
CEG Universe.

The 65m vessel was using its 
anchor to try to hold position 
in the very strong tidal currents 
through the narrows.

The lifeboat arrived on scene 
at 7.53am and put crew mem-
bers aboard the stricken vessel 
to assess the situation, while 
awaiting the arrival of Mallaig’s 
larger Severn-class lifeboat.

Due to the eight knots of tide 
which runs through the channel, 
and the fact the cargo vessel’s 
rudder was jammed full to port, 
it was decided to wait for a tug 
to help with the tow.

While waiting for the arrival 
of the SD Kyle of Lochalsh from 
the BUTEC base in Kyle, the 
casualty vessel’s anchor brake 
failed and the vessel began to 
drift backwards.

Mallaig and Kyle lifeboats 
took the cargo vessel under tow 

and held it against the current 
until the tug arrived on scene at 
10.15am.

The SD Kyle of Lochalsh and 
the two lifeboats then manoeu-
vred the cargo vessel, which 
was on its way to Gairloch with 
a load of road salt, through the 
narrows and towed it into Kyle 
Harbour at 12.10pm.

The lifeboats were then stood 
down and Kyle lifeboat returned 
to station to be refuelled and 
made ready for service.

Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI 
spokesman Andrew MacDon-
ald said the operation to rescue 
the vessel took place in good 
weather with a flat calm sea, 
otherwise it would have been 
even more difficult.

‘Because of where the vessel 
was, with an eight-knot tide 
running, when the anchor brake 
failed it meant the two lifeboats 
were struggling to hold it in 
position in the channel,’ he told 
the Lochaber Times.

‘The Mallaig lifeboat is techni-
cally powerful enough to tow a 
vessel that size but with the tide 
running across and the rudder 
jammed to port it made it very 
hard to control and that’s why 
we called out the tug.’

The lifeboats help the cargo vessel which lost its steering.

Iolaire Centre plans to be seen at open day
THE IOLAIRE Centre will be hosting an open day 
in Stornoway Town Hall on Tuesday February 27 
from noon till 6pm.

There will also be an event for local businesses 
on Tuesday February 27 from 7.30pm to 9pm, 
also in the Town Hall.

The events will provide an opportunity to 
hear about the early plans for a visitor centre in 
Stornoway commemorating the tragic sinking 
of the Iolaire in 1919 on the rocks at Holm with 
the loss of 201 lives.

The town hall events will be an opportunity to 
provide feedback on the proposals. Representa-
tives of a working group, who are assisting with 

developing plans for the centre, will be present 
at the two events to provide information.

Businessman Stewart Graham is leading on 
proposals to building an ambitious visitor cen-
tre to mark the maritime disaster at Stornoway’s 
Number One pier.

Stewart Graham said: ‘I hope local people and 
the business community come along and � nd 
out more about this important project which, 
100 years after this most terrible tragedy, will 
provide a lasting legacy to the memory of the 
men who lost their lives.’

For further information visit the Iolaire Work-
ing Group Facebook page.

The Iolaire sank on New Year’s 
Day 1919. Above is an impres-
sion of how the new sculpture 
might look, based on a sketch 

by Arthur Watson.

CONSTRUCTION has started 
on a new children’s indoor play 
centre, Jurassic Island, at the 
Aros Centre in Portree.

The Aros is celebrating its 
25th anniversary with a series 
of new developments, including 
the new indoor play area.

Jurassic Island will have a 
dedicated party room which can 
be booked for private parties, a 
three-tier soft play frame reach-
ing six metres in height with a   
4.2 metre-high slide.

Donald MacDonald, manag-
ing director of Aros, said: ‘We 
are excited by the prospect of 
opening a further facility for the 
community and would welcome 
the opportunity of working with 
groups as well as families.

‘Our aim is to develop activities 
for pre-school youngsters, those 
that want to use the resource 
during school times and groups 
that may wish to build a regular 
programme of activities.’

CAMPBELL Grant, founder and chief executive of Skye-
based technology firm Sitekit, has been nominated for a 
major Scottish business leadership award.

Scotland’s annual Life Science Awards 2018 will be held 
on Wednesday February 28 in Glasgow and recognise the 
success and achievements of Scotland’s internationally re-
nowned life sciences sector in areas including innovation, 
business leadership, investment and collaboration.

Mr  Grant launched Sitekit in 1989 and since 2009 it has 
specialised in the healthcare sector.

Sitekit is currently leading the development of the 
eRedbook, an innovative digital application that allows 
clinicians and parents to monitor a child’s health and 
development.

Work starts on Portree’s 
own ‘Jurassic Island’

Award hope for Skye 
life sciences fi rm boss

LAST week saw the debut of a 
remarkable play on the history 
of women in the Hebrides.

Deeds Not Words, created by 
the Rural Nations Scotland 
CIC theatre and arts company, 
opened in An Lanntair in Stor-
noway on Thursday for three 
nights before going on tour 
throughout the islands.

The play focuses on what 
happened when island women 
got the vote in 1918. It tells the 
story of the Stornoway suffrage 
society — and fills in some of 
the blanks in this period of 
history.

Audiences will learn more 
about the herring gutters as 
an economic powerhouse and 
about some women of great 
achievement, including Helen 
MacDougal from Barvas.

The play is the result of a 
massive research effort by 
writer Toria Banks and director 
Muriel Ann Macleod into the 
story of women’s suffrage in the 
isles. The research phase took 
three years and the total cost 
of creating this professional 
touring production was nearly 
£40,000.

A lot of public money went 
into making it possible – mainly, 
a grant of £19,000 from Leader. 
Other funding came from the 
Scottish Government, Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar and Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig.

A whole raft of local business-
es made donations — either in 
cash or in kind — and commu-
nity wind farm charity Point and 
Sandwick Trust gave £1,000.

Sonja Macleod, a board 

member of Point and Sandwick 
Trust, said they were delighted 
to support the play — and that 
she was very much looking for-
ward to seeing it.

‘It looks amazing. The thing 
that got me is that it’s not just 
the play; there are workshops 
and it’s open to the schools, 
and the fact it’s travelling round 
small village halls is lovely,’ she 
said.

She said the £1,000 from PST 
would ‘make a very small dent’ 
in the costs of such a production 
— but if it even covered the 
costs of hiring the village halls 
then it was a job well done to 
give all communities the chance 
to see it.

Ms Macleod commented: ‘Al-
though life is a lot easier in some 
ways for women now, because 
we’re not gutting herring on the 
side of the harbour, things are 
still very difficult for women in 
getting their voice heard and 
getting equality.’

The music and songs have been 
written by Mary Ann Kennedy 
and will be performed by Josie 
Duncan. Three actresses will 
be playing all the roles — 25 in 
total.

Perfomances are still to be held 
in Carinish Hall, North Uist, 
tonight (Thursday), Stonebridge 
Hall in South Uist tomorrow 
(Friday) and Castlebay Hall in 
Barra on Saturday.

Former library coffee 
shop to become 
Stornoway ‘makerspace’

Point and Sandwick Trust 
sponsors touring Hebridean 
drama about women 

Library assistant Helene 
Lagrange with a member of the 

library’s Royal Society Young 
People’s Book Prize panel. 
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TELEVISION’S home decorat-
ing gurus Justin Ryan and Colin 
McAllister popped into the 
Lochaber Times office in Fort 
High Street last week.

The celebrity presenters, 
who have made numerous 
programmes for British and 
Canadian television, as well as 
appearing in I’m a Celebrity ... 
Get Me Out of Here! and even 
find time for producing a series 
of best-selling style books, now 
divide their time between Glas-
gow, London and Canada.

Justin, who grew up in Fort, 
told us he and his partner, 
Colin, were just visiting for a few 
days. Justin’s mother died last 
year and his parents are buried 
locally. Justin’s late father, Dan-
ny, ran a chain of bookmakers 
– including one in Fort – and 
also served as a local councillor 
in Lochaber and president of the 
Rotary Club.

‘We’ve been doing a lot of stuff 
in Canada recently, but we’re 
going to be doing something 
new back here in the UK as 
well,’ Justin told us.

THE ANNUAL general 
meeting of Lochaber Sensory 
Care is being held on Saturday 
March 3, in the Alexandra 
Hotel, Fort William.

The meeting will include an 
update on sensory care’s year by 
the LSC board of directors.

The AGM is scheduled to run 
from 2.30pm to 4pm.

THE COMMITTEE behind 
Fort William’s Christmas Gath-
ering have said they will not be 
organising the event in 2018 due 
to a lack of resources.

But they have promised to host 
the gathering again in 2019.

At a meeting of the Fort 
William Town Team last week, 
the Christmas Gathering com-
mittee said they would welcome 
any other groups who would be 
interested in picking up the reins 
for this year, adding they would 
be willing to help out if needed.

They hope that by alternating 
which years they host the event, 
the gathering will be more sus-
tainable in the long run.

Town team chairwoman and 
Christmas Gathering committee 
member Moira Robinson said: 
‘There’s only three of us on the 
committee at the moment and 
it’s a lot of work. Everyone has 
busy jobs outside of it. I think we  
need to encourage more people 
to come on board.

‘It’s been a great event for the 
town and it will be sad to see it 
go. If someone was able to do it 
this year, we will be back for next 
year.’

The committee said the turn-
ing on of the lights will still go 
ahead regardless of whether the 
full gathering takes place.

The town team hosted a fun-
filled evening as part of a two-
day festive festival in the centre 
of Fort William last December.

The evening saw hundreds 
gather for a lantern parade along 
the High Street culminating in 
the Christmas lights switch-on by 
Santa, and late-night shopping.
The group joined forces with the 
Rotary Club, who organised the 
second part of the celebrations, 
the Winter Festival.

Tributes pour in for ‘Coco’ 
– Lochaber’s favourite son
THERE was sadness across 
Loch aber and the wider High-
lands this week with the death of 
Colin Neilson, one of the region’s 
favourite sons.

Mr Neilson passed away at 
his home in Fort William last 
Thursday, aged 88, and following 
news of his death, hundreds took 
to social media to pay tribute to 
the man who personified the very 
concept of community service.

Known affectionately as 
‘Coco’, Mr Neilson was a 
community champion in every 
sense of the word, willingly and 
effectively contributing a huge 
amount of his time and skills to
local government, healthcare 
and sport support groups, at a 
local, national and international 
level. Positions he held included 
chairmanship of Lochaber Dis-
trict Council, vice-chairman of 
the Highland Health Board (now 
NHS Highland) and chairman 
and life president of Fort Wil-
liam Football Club.

He also dedicated much of his 
time to supporting Alcoholics 

Anonymous, becoming its na-
tional UK chairman and chair-
man of its European Services 
Committee.

As well as managing his busi-
ness, MacDonald Brothers Fam-
ily Florists in Inverlochy, other 
roles he found time for included 
membership of the Fishermen’s 
Mission Council, the Electricity 
Consumers’ Committee and 
Highland Opportunities Limit-
ed.

And it was in 2016 that 
Highland Council conferred 
on Mr Neilson the ‘Freedom 

of Lochaber’ in recognition of 
more than 40 years of unstinting 
community service and contribu-
tion to Lochaber and the wider 
community.

However, it was for his founding 
of Fort William Football Club 
that Mr Neilson will probably be 
best remembered by many local 
people.

An honorary life president 
at the Claggan Park club, his 
greatest achievement during his 
decades-long involvement with 
the club was, when as  chair-
man, it was accepted to the Scot-
tish Highland Football League 
in the 1985/86 season.

In a statement, Fort William 
Football Club said: ‘All at Fort 
William Football Club were sad-
dened to hear the news yesterday 
of the passing of our honorary 
life president, Colin Neilson.

‘Colin continued to attend 
Claggan Park on a regular basis 
to offer support and encourage-
ment to the players, and he would 
always be the first to offer a warm 
welcome to our opponents.

‘Our thoughts are with Colin’s 
family at this sad time.’

A service to celebrate Mr 

Neilson’s life will be held at Dun-
cansburgh MacIntosh Church 
in Fort William this coming 
Saturday at noon and that day’s 
match between Fort William 
and Formartine at Claggan Park 
has been postponed as a mark of 
respect.

Lochaber Rotary Club also 
expressed its sadness at the 
passing of Mr Neilson, who was 
a long-serving Rotarian and lat-
terly an honorary member of the 
club – a recognition very rarely 
bestowed in the club’s 68-year 
history.

Rotary Club president Donald 
McCorkindale paid tribute, 
saying: ‘Colin’s banter and 
enthusiasm will be missed at 
the club. His immense local 
knowledge and his dedication to 
community work fits perfectly 
with Rotary’s ethos of Service 
to the Community. We send our 
sincere condolences to Grace, 
Colin junior and the Neilson 
family and friends.’

It was former Lochaber leader 
for Highland Council, Thomas 
MacLennan, who presented the 
Freedom of Lochaber scroll to 
Mr Neilson in 2016.

This week Mr MacLennan also 
paid his own tribute, saying it 
had been a privilege to present 
the Freedom of Lochaber scroll 
to Mr Neilson. ‘The prestigious 
honour and title of Freeman is 
rarely presented by the Highland 
Council and is only given to 
Highland residents in recogni-
tion of outstanding contributions 
to their community,’ Mr Mac-
Lennan said. 

‘His unstinting enthusiasm 
and dedication have contributed 
greatly to local government, 
healthcare and sport in the 
Loch aber area and beyond. 

‘The Lochaber community has 
a lot to thank Coco for and he 
will be missed by us all.’

The funeral arrangements 
announcement stated that Mr 
Neilson had passed away while 
holding hands with his devoted 
wife of 67 years, Grace.

A much loved dad to Colin 
and Shiona, Mr Neilson is also 
survived by his grandchildren 
David and Serena, and his three 
great-grandchildren.

Further details from Scott at 
John McLellan, funeral direc-
tors, on 01397 702182.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar has welcomed the recent 
announcement by Deputy First 
Minister John Swinney of a 
£500,000 investment to MG 
ALBA from the Gaelic Capital 
Fund to develop the media 
village in Stornoway.

This marks the latest chapter 
in investment and development 
of the Seaforth Road cluster of 
creative enterprise which the 
comhairle has facilitated over 
the past 25 years.

Since the original lease of 

Taigh Shìophort to Gaelic 
Media Services in 1993, the 
comhairle has been integrally 
involved with developing this 
quarter of the town as an inter-
nationally recognised creative 
centre which is critical to the 
local economy and hosts 80 
FTE jobs.

Over the past 10 years the 
comhairle have directly invest-
ed £1.4m and worked alongside 
partners including Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig, HIE and ERDF to 
create a suite of modern, Gaelic 

speaking workplaces designed 
to enable collaboration and 
creative synergies.

The Creative Industries Me-
dia Centre (refurbished from 
a derelict mill building bought 
by CnES in 2008) is now the 
headquarters of MG ALBA and 
home to a number of smaller 
media businesses; BBC Radio 
nan Gàidheal is also based 
on site and the An Tosgan 
development opened in 2014 
co-locating Stòrlann Nàiseanta 
na Gàidhlig, Acair Ltd, the 

comhairle’s own multi-media 
unit and Comunn na Gàidhlig.

Furthermore, the site incorpo-
rates community radio station 
Isles FM and Studio Alba which 
the comhairle stepped in to 
safeguard in 2012 and went on 
to be the production base for 
the BAFTA award-winning 
Katie Morag television series.

Councillor Donald Crichton, 
chairman of the comhairle’s 
Sustainable Development Com-
mittee, said new funding is great 
news for the local media sector 

and the wider islands economy, 
adding: ‘It builds upon the 
Hub concept the comhairle’s 
economic development team 
first envisioned for the location 
back in 2007 and that we have 
been working in partnership to 
deliver ever since,’ he said.

‘We are proud to have enabled 
the pace of activity at the site 
both through capital investment 
and our ongoing involvement 
with the premises and business-
es based there.’

The Scottish screen industry is 

currently experiencing unprec-
edented growth and research 
shows that as a consequence of 
the Gaelic broadcasting sector, 
the Outer Hebrides is now the 
fourth largest production centre 
in Scotland.

The government funding 
will not only further develop 
training and job opportunities 
but recognises the value of the 
Gaelic language, culture and 
heritage and will be critical in 
generating the next decade of 
activity at Seaforth Road.

£500,000 to develop Stornoway media village

TV’s Colin 
and Justin 
stop in Fort

Sensory 
Care AGM

Town team 
take year out 
from festival

Steve Ham, commercial director 
The Underwater Centre, picking 

up the award.

Underwater 
Centre in 
Fort scoops 
major award
THE UNDERWATER 
Centre in Fort William has 
been awarded the Subsea UK 
Innovation for Safety Award 
at this month’s Subsea UK 
Awards, for the second year 
running.

The Underwater Centre’s 
recent oxy-arc underwater cut-
ting collaboration project was 
developed with ConocoPhillips 
and Bibby Offshore.

It was recognised that oxy-arc 
underwater cutting had not 
been used in the offshore 
environment for a long time and 
may be one of the methods used 
in the dismantling of subsea 
structures.

This project has led to the 
development of a five-day 
oxy-arc underwater cutting 
course and a further two-day 
supervisors’ awareness course.

CONCERNS have been raised 
over the environmental impact 
of an event that would see 
thousands of people scaling 
Ben Nevis as part of a rally for 
Scottish independence.

Campaigners have hatched 
an ambitious plan to create a 
‘human chain’ of 9,000 people 
from the bottom of the moun-
tain to the top in a show of 
support for independence.

However, the environmental 
group that looks after the area 
has raised concerns over the 
‘many logistical and environ-
mental challenges’ that the 
‘human chain’ presents.

An event was launched on 
social media last month called 
‘epic human chain in support of 
Scottish independence’ and has 
amassed the support more than 
2,700 people who are interested 
in attending the rally in August.

Nevis Landscape Partnership 

are cautious about the plans, 
however, and have asked for the 
organisers to contact them. 

A spokesperson for the 
partnership said: ‘Ben Nevis, 
as Britain’s highest mountain, 
has an allure for many people 
and the Nevis Partnership 
encourages all sustainable and 
thoughtful access to Ben Nevis 

and the surrounding landscape. 
As such, we and our partner 
organisations work with numer-
ous event organisers every year 
to help them make their event 
sustainable, appropriate and 
considerate of other hill users, 
the habitat and wildlife and 
local residents.

‘The best events incorporate 

an “impact positive” approach 
whereby they adopt “leave no 
trace” principles and aim to 
leave the landscape, that made 
their event possible, in a better 
condition that they found it, 
for example, by removing all 
litter found on the route or by 
volunteering after the event.

‘The proposed size and 
timing of the human chain up 
Ben Nevis event presents many 
logistical and environmental 
challenges which would need 
careful planning if the event is 
to be a positive experience, for 
the organisers and participants, 
but also for our iconic moun-
tain, other hill users and the 
local communities. We would 
welcome the organisers getting 
in touch to discuss this event 
with us.’

The organisers plan to host a 
weekend camping event in Fort 
William with people climbing 

Ben Nevis to form the ‘human 
chain’ on the morning of Satur-
day August 25.

Debbie Greene, the local op-
erations manager for Scottish 
Natural Heritage, said that 
although she is always pleased 
to see people enjoying the 
outdoors, she has concerns over 
the scale of the event.

She said: ‘Ben Nevis is within 
an area protected for interna-
tionally important wildlife and 
habitats. Our view is that there 
is not likely to be an impact on 
these, as long as the event sticks 
to the main path. This might 
be a challenge as August is the 
busiest month on the ben, and 
the enjoyment of other people 
would also have to be consid-
ered.’

The event organisers say they 
are currently ‘testing the water’ 
to see if there is enough interest 
and, if not, it may be cancelled.

Concerns over Ben Nevis ‘human chain’ rally

More news available online 
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The Nevis 
Landscape 
Partnership 
has voiced 
concern 
the event 
might not 
be appro-
priate due 
to logistical 
challenges.

Colin Neilson with his Freedom 
of Lochaber scroll.

scottishopera.org.uk

Four singers and a pianist coming to a venue near you

Supported by
The Friends of Scottish Opera

& JTH Charitable Trust

Box Offi  ce: Ballachulish Tourist 
Information Centre
Tel: 01855 811 866

VILLAGE HALL
BALLACHULISH     
TUE 6 MAR, 7.30PM

Touring Scotland
6 Feb – 10 Mar

From £12/£5 (u26s)

‘plenty of favourites to enjoy’‘plenty of favourites to enjoy’‘plenty of favourites to enjoy’

The Herald
★★★★★★★★★★★★

Welcome to our world

Where learning  
                     comes to life

Welcoming boys and girls aged 9 to 18 years

Finalist Tatler UK Public School of the Year

Scottish Rugby Schools’ U18 Cup Champions 

Bursaries up to 100% and Scholarships Available

Call 01738 815003 to register or visit strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

STRATHALLAN
SCHOOL

Our aim at Strathallan is to expand our pupils’ horizons and broaden 
their experiences, nurturing their skills and talents in a positive, 

supportive environment that welcomes young people, boarders and 
day alike, from the UK and all over the world.

GENERAL 
INFORMATION MORNING

10th March 2018
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Strathallan is a place of excellence and 
opportunity for all. For more than 100 
years, we’ve been an open and progressive 
school with a strong sense of community. 
We welcome pupils from all cultures and 
backgrounds, celebrating the diversity 
that makes up the rich tapestry of 
Strathallan life.
At Strathallan, our levels of participation 
in sport are extremely high in every year 
because we believe everyone should 
have the chance to play in a school team. 
Whether it’s rugby or hockey, tennis or 
fencing, we help our students discover 
their abilities. Our excellent facilities 
and experienced coaches combine to 
create an enhanced sporting programme 
for every level, from beginner to 
international athlete. 
Performance plays a major part in life 
here at Strathallan, and we are constantly 
encouraging students to expand their 
horizons and open their minds to a 
world of creativity. Over 50 per cent of 
students play a musical instrument, and 
with more than 25 ensembles and lots of 
performance opportunities, from drama 
and musical theatre to informal concerts, 
every student has the chance to discover 
their own particular passion.
In our Middle School, Riley, pupils have 
dedicated primary teachers and subject 
specialists from the senior part of the 
school, meaning academic skills develop 
from an early age. � ere’s a huge range 
of facilities available, and the chance 

to try out new things, which we highly 
recommend. 
At Strathallan, we are committed to 
recognising and rewarding tremendous 
talent from across the globe. � at’s why, 
every year, we o� er a limited number 
of prestigious scholarships across 
academics, sports and the arts. Successful 
candidates who demonstrate a high-
level of achievement and potential will 
be honoured with a place and awarded 
a remission on fees. We also o� er a 
number of means-tested bursaries giving 
every talented child the opportunity to 
access our education.

Interested in being part of our world? 
For more information contact 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk or call 
01738 815003.

Welcome to our world
ADVERTORIAL



STUDENTS from Kin-
lochleven have reached the 
finals of a UK-wide robotics 
engineering competition.

S1 pupils at Kinlochleven 
High School excelled in 
their challenge earlier this 
month and have secured a 
spot in the UK finals of the 
Tomorrow’s Engineers EEP 
Robotics Challenge. The 
team were also the winners 
of the Speed Challenge, 
holding the record for the 
fastest ever EEP robot.

The challenge is a curricu-
lum-linked programme that 
sees students (11- to 14-year-
olds) working together in 
teams to solve real-world 
engineering, technology 
and computing challenges. 
More than 600 teams across 
the UK entered, learning 
how to build, program 
and control autonomous 
LEGO robots to complete 
a series of short, exciting 
missions, from speed 
racing to humanitarian aid, 
demonstrating their skills at 
competitions held around 
the country.

Budding engineer Ailsa 
Janzen said of the experi-
ence: ‘I was really nervous 
at first about going to the 
Glasgow West College for 
our round but when I got 

there all my nerves where 
gone. The day was really fun 
and went a lot better than 
I expected. We won two 
trophies, one for making 
the fastest robot which took 
1.66 seconds to cover four 
metres and the other one 
was for being UK finalists. 
I was really delighted when 
we found out we could go 

to Birmingham for the UK 
finals and I am really look-
ing forward to going.’

The final of the competi-
tion takes place on Friday 
March 16.

‘We are all so proud and 
excited for them,’ said Mrs 
Machin, head teacher of 
Kinlochleven High School.

‘This is an amazing 

achievement and an inspir-
ing learning experience for 
them all, developing the 
engineering, technological 
and computing skills re-
quired in so many new and 
developing careers.

‘We can’t wait to see how 
they do in Birmingham and 
know how proud we will 
continue to be of them all.’
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RETRO
Roamer
More memory lane items from the 
Roamer columns of 30 years ago

Lochaber

North Ballachulish

Fort William

� ‘Lancaster flies in’. That was the Lochaber News 
headline. No, not the bomber. Burt! Each day of the 
filming of Local Hero, Burt Lancaster was flown by 
helicopter to the various locations in Lochailort, Ari-
saig and Morar. Meanwhile, 100 extras were bussed 
there. On a rare day off, Burt took a wander through 
town. In the Parade, I asked him if he’d mind having 
his photo taken for the paper. ‘Go ahead, guys,’ said 
he. ‘The newspapermen ain’t so considerate in the 
States.’ Then, outside Boni’s, he autographed napkins 
for waitresses Anne and Mary Jean.
� At a press conference in Inverlochy Castle we asked 
Burt about his favourite movie roles. He replied From 
Here To Eternity and The Sweet Smell Of Success. Then 
he went on – ‘Up here, though, everyone wants to know 
about The Burrdman Of Alcatraz.’ This he pronounced 
with a very heavy Scots accent imitation. The star 
reckons he winces every time someone comes out with 
‘Burrdman’. Well, we certainly winced when HE said 
it! At his farewell ceilidh at Letterfinlay, cast and crew 
presented Burt with a kilt, in the Knox tartan. (Burt’s 
international trading company in Local Hero is Knox 
Oil & Gas.) He immediately changed into  the kilt – to 
everyone’s delight.
� I see Mothercare is/are exhibiting at the Braxy in In-
verlochy this weekend. I wonder if they’ll be bringing 
up the firm’s salesgirl with the Lochaber name. Yes, 
Ann Aird – of the Princes Street branch.
� Compliments of the season – the football season –  to 
David Revie. David turned up for Saturday’s match 
against Forres at precisely ten to three. ‘You’re fine 
and early today,’ chorused the standites to Davie. 
‘Aye, I thought it was a 2.30pm kick-off,’ replied the 
irrepressible Davie.
� And there was Angus MacDonald, smiling broadly 
and clutching the raffle prize at that same Saturday 
game. The usual. A bottle of whisky. The week be-
fore that it was won by senior ranks player, Donald 
Park. A different bottle, I mean. So far a complete 
cross-section of the Claggan Park spectators have 
come up trumps in the Fort William FC raffle. With 
the exception of anyone from the press corps. And I 
mean me, in particular.
� What’s this I read in a Sunday paper about Inverness 
Thistle being the first Highland League club to regis-
ter a player with the SFA by means of his particulars 
being conveyed to Park Gardens by fax? Fort William 
FC have been using this new technology since ages! 
Not only was a player registered by fax last season, 
another three Fort stalwarts had their forms sent to 
Glasgow by fax last week. Aye, you can rely on Fort 
William FC to get their fax right.
� Frenchman slams into Ladbrokes on Tuesday morn-
ing. ‘Here’s your bladdy money,’ he shouts, slapping 
£7 on the counter. Staff member, used to this type of 
non-transaction, but po-faced about it, replied, ‘Zut 
alors, what’s this for?’ Frenchman, more annoyed now, 
said: ‘Thees my parking fine. No pay yesterday. No 
money. Shut banks.’ Staff member responds that Lad-
brokes will only take his hard earned franc equivalents 
if he wanted a bet at Deauville or Chantilly. Aye, it’s 
getting like a bureau de change in there as Ladbrokes 
have to collect  a hundred pounds of change each week 
just to satisfy motorists who come in looking for ten 
pences for the Highland  Regional Council’s parking 
machines. They  really should start charging the region 
on an agency basis for all this service with a smile. Not 
to be outdone, I was met at the door by a Fraulein. 
She had two 5ps in her hand. ‘You have piece for ten 
pence?’ she asked me.
� The Camel Corps postcards, with three pyramids 
in the background, are certainly taking a trick  in the 
Fort. ‘Greetings from Scotland’ is the legend on the 
picture, and this prompted me to run a wee caption 
competition for it. Margaret Morrison, Tomonie, was 
the winner with ‘Russ Morgan and three fellow ho-
teliers on their annual recruitment drive for seasonal 
staff’.  Amid lots of hilarity some of the other entries 
were: ‘Alan Devereux and Malcolm Rifkind’, plus the 
inevitable civil servants, inspecting Lochaber’s dry 
ski slopes’. ‘The Four Wise Men of Lochaber District 
Council look towards the new An Aird’. ‘Survey party 
seeking new route to Mallaig’. ‘Are you sure this is 
the BMX Track, James?’ ‘We’re looking for Alistair 
MacGregor’s new wildlife park’. ‘Pyramid selling 
comes to Lochaber’.
� A coal lorry was blazing a trail across the Blar last 
Thursday. ‘Blazing’ was the operative word – as the 
coal lorry was on fire! In hot pursuit (sorry!) came a 
fire engine and a police car. Eventually, the coal lorry 
was flagged down, and then hosed down as part of its 
load was well alight. Then one local aficionado came 
away with the usual Lochaber humour that ‘it couldn’t 
have been so and so’s  coal because that needs a couple 
of dozen fire lighters to get it to go’!
� Then there was the tale of  the red dormobile, and 
its trio of elderly inmates. They had been for a day’s 
hillwalking in the Invergarry area. Got back to the 
aforesaid transport. Gratefully removed their boots, 
and placed them in neat pairs behind their vehicle, on 
the tarmac of the layby. Brewed up and had a piece 
after changing into their sensible shoes. The red dor-
mobile took off. Leaving behind six boots which were 
destined for hours of ‘overnight parking’.
A call at Fort William Police Station wouldn’t have 
helped the bootless red dormobilers. The only lost 
property footwear taken into custody there was a 
display unit of shoes. Right-foot shoes. This, of course, 
had been left out (!) by a High Street shoe shop, as the 
staff were in a hurry to start their weekend.

MORE than 50 Rotarians, partners and 
guests enjoyed a three-course meal at the 
annual partners’ lunch event on February 
14  in the Alexandra Hotel in Fort William.

Guest speaker was Sam Nugent, manager 
of the new Marks & Spencer Food Hall at 
the  North Road Retail Park, Fort William.

Mr Nugent gave those present a quick and 
fascinating summary of the history of M&S 
from the early days of  Michael Marks (a 
Polish immigrant) and his ‘penny bazaar’ 
in Leeds in 1884, his partnership with 
Thomas Spencer 10 years later and how, 
within the next 30 years, they established 
234 stores around the UK – the company 
now has over 1,000.

He said M&S was first to introduce expiry 
dates for its food (1972) and first to develop 
‘melt in the middle’ chocolates. The com-
pany introduces 250 new food products 
every year, the research and testing of each 
product costing around £50,000.

The company is not just a retail shop but 
is also wholeheartedly committed to  envi-
ronmental issues such as recycling all paper 
and card, climate change, beach clean-ups 
and a no-waste policy. At the company’s 
expense, every employee is encouraged to 
spend one work day per year helping with a 
community project.

The 8,000 square foot Fort William 
store is their most remote in the UK and, 
with the exception of Mr Nugent and his 
two managers, all 64 staff were recruited 
locally.

The store is performing well, with 80 per 
cent of the staff in permanent posts. 

The company is also working closely 
with the Job Centre and is supporting the 
Claggan Green Fingers  Project, the Loch-
aber Rural Education Trust and the Caol 
Community Centre.

On behalf of the Rotary Club, past-presi-
dent Paula Ross thanked Mr Nugent.

CONGRATULATIONS to Melanie MacLennan of last 
year’s S6 in Lochaber High who has had her work, A 
Poem for my Hometown, published in Write Times 2.

The new collection showcases the best creative writing 
by young people who have completed SQA English 
qualifications over the past year, providing a platform 
to champion the ability, imagination and talent of can-
didates who have demonstrated wit, insight, compassion 
and understanding in a selection of poetry, prose, 
non-fiction and drama, specially selected for inclusion 
in this new edition.

Melanie’s work was part of her Advanced Higher 
English portfolio. You can see Melanie’s poem in Write 
Times 2 online on the SQA website.

PUPILS at St Bride’s Primary at North Ballachulish did 
not have to go to Specsavers, as the company’s motto 
famously urges customers to do, after the Oban branch 
of the firm came to them with a generous donation of 
hi-vis vests to keep the youngsters safe on these dark 
winter days. Specsavers were offering all local Highland 
schools the vests as part of its Road Safety Awareness 
Week.

SHEANA FRASER transported her audience to Nepal 
when she gave a talk to Fort William Scottish Women’s 
Institute recently.

Despite some technical difficulties, she brought to life 
the people of that country which nestles in the Hima-
layas.

On her first visit, she travelled as a tourist to various 
place including Kathmandu and Pokhara, and rode 
elephants in the Chitwan Nature Reserve.

Mrs Fraser’s photographs showed a very  poor but 
hard working people, most of whom are subsistence 
farmers.  Many of the children attend elementary school 
often walking two hours to attend. The quality of the 
education is rudimentary with poor facilities and inad-
equate equipment. Few go on to secondary education, 
especially the girls who drop out at the end of primary 
school often getting married at a young age.

On the speaker’s more recent visit, she went out with 
a delegation from Kirriemuir Rotary Club, which has 
raised funds to rebuild and equip a school in remote 
village of Kusum Bhanjyang which was destroyed in the 
recent devastating earthquake.

The next meeting will be held on Monday March 5 
at 7.15pm in the Montrose Centre. This is an informal 
evening when members will decorate twiddlemuffs 
for use by elderly residents in hospital and residential 
homes.  The competition will be the best twiddlemuff.

A LOCHABER charity that helps 
survivors of brain injuries has been 
given a boost thanks to fundraising 
efforts of train-goers.

At a meeting earlier this month, 
the Fort William branch of Headway 
Highland welcomed Maria Wilson, 
proprietor of catering and gifts on 
the Jacobite steam trains, who came 
along to the meeting to tell a bit about 
the steam trains and how she became 
involved.

Maria runs a raffle on the trains, the 
proceeds of which are split between 
three charities. 

Headway Highland in Fort William 
was lucky enough to be chosen as a 
recipient from the 2017 season and 
Maria presented Shirley McNeill with 
a cheque for £2,006.

The Fort William members of 
Headway Highland would like to say a 
huge thank you to Maria and her team 
for raising this outstanding amount of 

money and for choosing them as one 
of the charities to benefit. Headway 
is a nationwide charity, that helps and 
supports survivors of acquired brain 
injury, their families and carers.

If anyone with an acquired brain 
injury is interested in joining us, we 
meet on the first Monday of each 
month, from 7pm to 9pm in An 
Drochaid, Claggan. If you’d like more 
information, you can call Shirley on 
07748 013507.

Maria Wilson presents Fort William members of Headway Highland with their cheque. 

Fort charity makes headway due to raffl e

Donald Young, left, Rotary Green Fingers project, president Donald McCorkindale, 
president-elect Iain Johnston and Sam Nugent, manager of M&S Fort William. 

The Kinlocheven High School engineering team. Back row (l-r): Ailsa Janzen, Cheyenne 
Palethorpe, Blair Nicolson, Casey MacMillan, Cali Donald. Front Row (l-r): Kane Fordham, 

Jude Pitt, Magaidh Ward, Ian MacCallum-Millar.  

M&S manager gives Rotary talk

Kinlochleven engineering aces 
secure UK fi nals spot in contest

Kilmallie

MEMBERS of Kilmallie Parish Church of Scotland get 
ready to start service at their annual pancake tea, which 
was held in the church hall in Caol at the weekend.

Kilmallie church 
hosts pancake tea
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Days gone by – 1958

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint
FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Our photograph of the Oban High School football team from 1958 stirred up interest. Ian MacPhee emailed to say the 
‘un-named’ person in the photo is Tom Kennedy, who was a referee from Kinlochleven. Ian added: ‘The photo was 

taken at the old Riverside Park, Kinlochleven, now the site of the new school campus. I have attached a photograph 
of the Kinlochleven High School team that, I think, they may have played against. They were, back row, left to right: 

John MacDonald, teacher; Charles Thompson; Louie Donald; Evan Jones; Ian MacPhee; Cli� ord Smart; Iain MacLuckie 
and Tom Kennedy, referee. Front row: Bobby MacLean; Iain MacMillan; John Kemp; Raymond MacDonald and Alistair 

Dunn.’

Social media

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

BOATS carry an energy that tran-
scends their material parts and  
strong associations with the people 
who owned them and travelled or 
worked the oceans aboard them.

A recent voyage I helped with, mark-
ing the sad end of an era for those 
on board, brought to mind a poem I 
wrote not long after my father died.

Given my upbringing, I may have a 
slanted perception of the extent to 
which a boat can hold such strong 
presence and links to people but, for 
me, a boat encapsulates a magic and 
powerful bond that can’t be matched 
by any other material entity.

Of the many recurring dreams I have 
had over the years, one of the most 
common themes that visits me relates 
to the boats my father owned – includ-
ing ones I have no actual memory of 
other than stories told of them. 

Of the boats named in the poem 
which follows, only one – the Moher 
Maid, which became the Skipinnis 
Maid when dad bought her – may still 
exist.

In recent years, I have made various 
inquiries to track this boat’s wherea-
bouts but the trail has become broken 

after it was sold to a fisherman in 
Ireland in 1999.

Fittingly, however, one of the team 
from Redbay Boats, whom we met in 
Campbeltown last Saturday as part of 
the voyage mentioned above, is con-
fident that through his connections 
round the Irish fishing community, 
he will be able to trace the Skipinnis 
Maid and find out where she is - if she 
is still in existence.

The words below are as yet unfin-
ished, but I hope those who have 
connections with boats and the sea 
will understand its sentiments.

On the Sea

On the sea and sailing
A hero of the wave
The low-lying island on your stern
The Southern Minch to brave
Then wild and wide Atlantic
With sixty miles before
The thought of rest or anchor
By St Kilda’s towering shore.
With salt sea running in your veins
And passion in your heart
You conquered life with rugged 
drive
Where most would fall apart
The sea dealt many cruel blows
Brought death and drowning near
Each time it did, you didn’t break

Then growled and shrugged the 
fear.

The Firth of Clyde to Jura
The lonely Flannan light
The western side of Harris
You fished them day and night.
The Monach Isles, the Torrans
The Tiree overfalls
Intrepid was your spirit
To live the ocean’s call.
The Rising Sun from Grimsay
The faithful Harbour Maid
The Jersey Alice Robert,
The names will never fade.
From Killybegs Ros Nuala
The Mohar Maid of Clare
These boats were part of who you
are
A man whose likes are rare.
A boat is more than planks of wood
Than keel and ribs and beams.
They carry aspiration
Ambition, love and dreams.
Your hand is on my shoulder
You’re always by my side
Your wisdom guides my voyage
Through worlds of wind and tide.
Your boats they sail the sea no more
But visions still are real.
I see them steaming by the shore
You’re standing at the wheel.
In tranquil sea you’re anchored
No rocks or fire or swell -
A still and peaceful harbour
A bay where all is well.

Canadian teacher 
faces discrimination
Sir,
I notice Sine Halfpenny has again 
been refused a visa to work as a 
Gaelic-speaking teacher at Bunessan 
Primary School on the Isle of Mull 
(The Oban Times, February 15).

Sadly, this was inevitable due to the 
applicant being a Canadian citizen 
and because we cannot have totally 
unlimited immigration.

On page 18 of the same issue of The 
Oban Times, it is reported SNP Rural 
Affairs Minister Fergus Ewing says: 
‘EU migrant workers are essential to 
farming.’

What utter nonsense.
Far from doing any trade deals with 

the EU, we should boycott them, 
and should ban all imports from EU 
countries in protest against racism. 
Once we leave the EU in March 2019, 
the UK should adopt non-racist immi-
gration laws. We should say ‘no’ to dis-
crimination against non-Europeans.

David Gallant,
Glencruitten Court, Oban.

Return of predators 
has consequences
Sir,
Your article headlined Big predators 
for the Small Isles (The Oban Times, 
Thursday February 15) was interesting 
and would be marvellous if successful.

However, we must not forget many 
predators can swim. In modern times, 
regrettably, it may not be practical or 
wise and lead to sad solutions in the 
future.

I point out to you the situation in 
respect of Norway. Two years ago, a 
guide there told me that in the summer 
sheep are moved to the high pastures 
but have to be accompanied by a shep-
herd because of attacks by predators. 
This increases the cost. Some wolves 
are shot, some are trapped and moved.

Last year my son, who lives in Swe-
den, sent me details of a news item. 
The Norwegian government had de-
cided to cull the wolves by two thirds, 
reducing their numbers from more 
than 60 to 20-plus. I have no idea how 
this is progressing but I believe it was 
a sad decision.

Those advocating the re-introduction 
of certain species should first look at 
the impact they have in modern coun-
tries where they still exist, and make 
an honest and practical comparison 
before their introduction in Scotland.

Tom Cullen,
Dunskeig, Ardfern.

Tourists should be 
warned about roads
Sir,
Driving in Oban and the surrounding 
area is no longer a pleasure. Avoiding 
ruts, potholes, exposed manhole cov-
ers and loose chippings has become 
part of the daily driving experience, 
making driving on our roads increas-
ingly dangerous.

It is a real concern because tourists 
will be arriving soon with motorbikes, 
caravans, campervans and bicycles. 

With the roads in their current state, I 
envisage accidents, injuries and maybe 
even deaths.

Unless Argyll and Bute Council gets 
its act together to deal with the prob-
lem, maybe visitors should be warned 
before they come. I wouldn’t like to go 
on holiday and discover roads like ours.

On a different note, has The Oban 
Times thought about holding a com-
petition similar to the bonnie babies 
competition? You could call it The 
Bonnie Pothole Competition and we 
could all send in our photos.

And, while I’m on the subject of di-
lapidated services, with reference to the 
bin collections, how about ‘The Biggest 
Rat Competition’? I leave that to your 
imagination. Send in your rat stories.

Jane Alexander,
North Connel.

Litter-bugs are 
spoiling our country
Sir,
Littering is an criminal offence in 
Scotland and is perpetrated by lazy, 
selfish people who are too idle to take 
their rubbish home or to the nearest 
bin. They seem intent on despoil-
ing one of the most naturally beautiful 
countries  in the world.

Who would want to visit our country-
side, towns or beaches when they are 
full of plastic bottles, cans, old rope 
and dog poo bags?

Clean Up Scenic Scotland (CUSS) 
and I do so on a daily basis.

Stephen Jones,
Burnside Place, Oban.

Single-pupil school 
is waste of money
Sir,
Councillor Aileen Morton, leader 
of Argyll and Bute Council, issued a 
press release on February 9 stating  
these were tough times for local 
government with Argyll and Bute 
Council having to save £5 million in 
the financial year 2018-19 and save a 
further £22 million over the next two 
financial years.

I suggest a simple way for Councillor 
Morton to make inroads into the £5 
million to be saved this year.

I recently heard through the grape-
vine that Minard Primary School has 
one pupil on its roll yet, according to 
the current Minard Primary School 
handbook, there are five members of 
staff employed.

There is an acting head teacher, a PE 
teacher one morning per week (on a 
Wednesday, shared with Furnace Pri-
mary School), a clerical assistant who 
works 16.5 hours per week and five per 
week as a classroom assistant, a cater-
ing assistant, who is also employed as 
the janitor and a catering manager.

Goodness knows how much it costs 
to run Minard Primary School during 
the school year but it will be well 
over £50,000 and possibly closer to 
£100,000 for this one pupil.

This is a scandalous waste of hard-
pressed council resources when Fur-
nace Primary School is only four miles 
along the A85 from Minard.

Douglas W Tott,
Bruichladdich, Isle of Islay.

Desperate need for 
spending on roads
Sir,
We have a desperate need for infra-
structure spending across Kintyre 
and the Islands, along with the rest of 
Argyll and Bute.

All of the numerous requests for 
roads, drains, pavements and street 
lighting repairs I have been receiving 
from across my council ward have 
been issued directly to Jim Smith, the 
council’s head of roads and amenity 
services.

While speaking to Mr Smith, I 
pointed out the long wait we have all 
been having to put up with before any 
even rudimentary road repairs are 
completed.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Live exports breach 
EU regulations
Sir,
I welcome the opportunity to respond 
to your recent article about the live 
export of farm animals.

First, I need to emphasise that the 
ever-growing call to stop live exports 
relates only to livestock destined for 
slaughter or further fattening, as we do 
not oppose export of breeding stock as 
their conditions of transportation are 
invariably superior. 

Neither do we want any further re-
striction on the transport of livestock 
to market from remote or island 
locations.

What does concern us is the long-dis-
tance transportation to countries 
outside the UK.

Scotland’s Rural Economy Secretary 
Fergus Ewing claims he is committed 
to adhering to current EU rigorous 
regulatory standards so I challenge him 
to join me in condemning the trans-
portation of livestock from Stranraer
to Larne where, once in Northern 
Ireland, they can subsequently be 
exported via Dublin and Rosslare to 
Cherbourg and thence to any part of 
the EU.

It is no exaggeration to say Scottish 
sheep are being sent on export jour-
neys of up to 2,000 miles so that they 
can be slaughtered by halal methods, 
not for their meat, but as sacrificial 
religious offerings.

The Northern Ireland Authority 
has been approving official journey 
logs for export transportation which 
flagrantly breach the EU regula-
tions which Mr Ewing so admires 
and which are designed to protect the 
animals from abuse but don’t.

The EU Commission itself admits, 
unlike Mr Ewing, that the regulations 
throughout Europe are not being 
observed or enforced.

It is no secret that within the UK 
livestock farming community, dealers 
and transporters can bypass the reg-
ulations with very little fear of being 
prosecuted. 

By doing so, they increase their prof-
its at the expense of pain and suffering 
for the animals sent to their grisly 
deaths on nightmare journeys.

Reg Bell,
Kent Action Against Live Exports.

A post on our Facebook page about 
the state of roads in Argyll drew a 
vociferous response.
Hilary Hannah: ‘Having driven to the 
Vale of Leven on Friday, the roads are a 
disgrace. It took me over two hours to 
get there. Taynuilt, Lochawe, Inveraray 
road full of potholes. Certainly they are 
doing work on the Inveraray road tak-
ing away the bad corner, but apart from 
that...nothing! If cars get damaged due 
to this, I hope the roads department 
are going to pay compensation.’
Fiona-Ann Vick: ‘At the bit just before 
Tyndrum, the car in front of us nearly 
did an emergency stop, which was 
� ne, but the two cars behind us started 
blasting their horns and overtook us 

and the car in front of us. Taynuilt is 
terrible. I ended up with a smashed 
windscreen because of all the stones in 
the road at the pot holes.’
Geordie Grieve: ‘From the Rest and 
be Thankful up to Kennacraig was the 
worst I’ve seen roads in Scotland for 40 
years.’
Angela van der Wal: ‘Our car is at the 
garage with a broken alloy and tyre 
because of a big pothole near Lochawe 
on Wednesday night.’
Ali MacLean: ‘The surface between 
Crianlarich and Tyndrum is an absolute 
joke.’
Anne Currie: ‘Our family made this 
same journey on Wednesday last and 
can relate to these comments. Nu-

merous signs for � ooding but with the 
� ooding it made it even more di�  cult 
to cope with the potholes.’
Undine Achilles-Day: ‘Try the B845 
from Taynuilt to Dalavich and Ford! 
Scary!’
Jennifer Pyper: ‘Really bad hole just 
about Ardlui Hotel heading to Oban. 
Seen a BEAR van in lay-by next to bad 
uneven road before Tyndrum heading 
to Oban. Roads are shockingly bad, 
yet some idiots still drive too fast on 
approach. There’s going be a bad 
accident soon if not sorted.’
Tom Hayward: ‘Pick a road, any road, 
all pretty bad.’
Anna Daley: ‘About mile west of Tyn-
drum!’

NÌ AMADAN SAM BITH buaireadh 
ach ’s e duine glic a nì sìth!

Saoilidh mi gum bheil an abairt 
sin a bhiodh cho bitheanta aig mo 
sheanair cho fìor an-diugh ‘s a bha 
i riamh, agus tha i tric nam inntinn 
is mi ag èisteachd le iomagain ri 
buamastaireachd Dhòmhnaill Trump 
agus Kim Jong-un a’ bagairt air a 
chèile mar dhà dhamh aig àm dàrach. 
Bhiodh an dealbh èibhinn mura b’ e 
an cumhachd a th’ aig an dithis sin 
mar cheannardan dhùthchannan a 
dh’fhaodadh cogadh a ghairm agus 
an saoghal as aithne dhuinn a sgrios.

‘S e mo bheachd gum bheil dà 
sheanfhacal a bhiodh iomchaidh mar 
stiùir dhan leithid. Gheibh sìth sìth, 
ach gheibh caise cothachadh. Nuair 
as lugha naidheachd ‘s ann as motha 
an t-sìth! 

Chan eil teagamh nach eil cumhachd 
a’ dol gu cinn chuid de luchd-riagh-
laidh, agus poilitigs, agus aig amannan 
bidh iad a’ dìochuimhneachadh nan 
geallaidhean a thug dhan dreuchd iad 

agus na dleastanasan a th’ aca dhan 
cuid sluaigh gu lèir. Chan eil mi idir 
ag àicheadh an fheum a th’ aig dùth-
channan fa leth air feachdan dìon a 
ghleidheadh, oir tha eachdraidh agus 
seanfhacal eile a’ toirt dearbhadh gu 
leòr dhuinn air gliocas deisealachadh 
den t-seòrsa.  Am fear nach glèidh na 
h-airm san t-sìth, cha bhi iad aige ‘n 
àm a’ chogaidh.

Nuair a thig e gu sìth a ghleidheadh 
agus cogadh a sheachnadh tha feum 
air fìor ghleustachd dhioplòmasach 
agus feumaidh eòlaichean a thèid 
an sàs ann an leithid de chòmhraid-
hean eadar-mheadhanach an cuid 
bheachdan pearsanta air eachdraidh 
is dol-a- mach gach taobh a chur an 
dàrna taobh is iad a’ feuchainn ri 
rèite a steidheachadh. Ge b’ e dè cho 
èalaidheach ‘s a dh’fhaodadh e bhith, 
gabhaidh aonta a ruigheachd, agus 
bidh cuimhne aig mòran air còrdaid-
hean eachdraidheil mar Phrìomhaire 
Israeal Yitzhak Rabin a’ crathadh 
làimhe le Yasser Arafat, ceannard 
a’ PhLO, aig an Taigh Gheal ann an 
Washington ann an 1993.

Ged a tha cuid den bheachd gur e 
beul brèagha gun bhrìgh a bh’ anns 

an tairgse chòmhraidhean a thug Kim 
Yo-jong às leth a bràthair, ceannard 
Chorea a Tuath, aig na Geamaichean 
Geamhraidh ann an Seoul, aig an aon 
àm ‘s e cothrom a th’ ann air an fhiach 
brath a ghabhail. Dh’fhaodadh toradh 
fàs à leithid de chòmhradh agus 
chan eil dad ri chall às an oidhirp. 
Nach math mar sin gun do ghèill Iar 
Cheann-suidhe nan Stàitean, Mike 
Pence, ri cronachadh air a chuid 
fuaralachd ri riochdairean Chorea a 
Tuath, agus gum bheil dòchas a-nise 
air coinneamh eadar riaghaltasan 
Chorea a Tuath agus a’ chinn a Deas, 
agus cuideachd le riochdairean bho 
na Stàitean Aonaichte.

Mas math leat sìth, càirdeas agus cl-
uain, èist, faic, agus fuirich sàmhach. 
An turas seo bidh feum air beagan a 
labhairt, agus a labhairt gu math!
LIKE all countries, South Korea 
and the USA share responsibility for 
peace and they have nothing to lose 
but potentially much to gain from 
responding positively to the North 
Korean offer of talks.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Saturday will be a sad day for many in Lochaber, with 
hundreds expected to turn out to pay their respects as 

one of our most respected community members is laid 
to rest.

Colin ‘Coco’ Neilson passed away last Thursday at 
the age of 88, with hundreds of people taking to social 
media following the news to show how highly he was 
thought of.

A devoted family man, Mr Neilson also ran a success-
ful business, but he still found the time to contribute 
a huge amount of time and skills to local government, 

healthcare and sport support groups at all levels, including 
chairmanship of Lochaber District Council, vice-chair-
man of the Highland Health Board (now NHS Highland) 
and chairman and life president of Fort William Football 
Club, which he helped set up.

Others to benefit from his caring nature included Alco-
holics Anonymous and the Fishermen’s Mission Council.

Lochaber thrives because of the time and effort many 
people give freely to their communities and, while Mr 
Neilson and others like him put many of us to shame, we 
are happy that we can celebrate a life well lived.
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Boxing

10-pin bowling

Mob. 07528 801393 | info@gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk

New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club

Table tennis

Rugby

Lochaber club 
lotteries
Lottery numbers

Lochaber 10-pin 
bowling results

AFTER week 12 of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
ten pin bowling leagues at the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William, 
Alleycats lead the scratch 
division with 54 points. 

The Empire are on 50 points 
and British Legion Fort 
William move into third place 
on 37 points. 

Alleycats also lead the hand-
icap division with 50 points, 
followed by British Legion Fort 
William on 40 points and The 
Empire on 35.5 points.

Individually, the best scratch 
game of the week came from 
Tony Whitelocke, Alleycats, 
with a 182. Steve Day, The 
Dominoes, had a 171. Tony 
Whitelocke also had the top 
two-game scratch series of 328, 
whilst Steve Day had the week’s 
top handicap game with 237 
and the top two-game handicap 
series of 449.

The best team scores of the 
week all came from Alleycats 
who swept the board with the 
top scratch game of 658, the 
top two-game scratch series of 
1,223, the top handicap game 
of 834 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1,575.

The top scratch average 
is held by Ben Weller, The 
Empire, with 159, followed by 
Pam Weller, Alleycats, 157, and 
Tony Whitelocke on 153.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 11, 17 
and 18. 

There was no winner so the 
jackpot for the draw today 
(Thursday February 22) will be 
£500.

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 1, 3 
and 7. There were no winning 
tickets so next week’s jackpot 
will be £400.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 10, 11 and 13.

There were no winners this 
week. Next week’s draw will 
have a jackpot of £400.

Fort William FC 
postponement
Football
FORT William Football 
Club’s home match against 
Turriff United last Saturday 
was postponed because of a 
waterlogged pitch.

Their fixture against 
Formartine United this 
Saturday, February 24, has also 
been postponed to allow club 
members, staff and players to 
attend the funeral of Colin 
Neilson.

Fort William’s next match 
will be away to fellow Highland 
League strugglers Strathspey 
Thistle on the evening of 
Wednesday February 28.

Silver lining 
for Josh after 
bruising 
North of 
Scotland fi nal

YOUNG Lochaber boxer Josh 
Dieguno returned from the 
North of Scotland Schoolboy 
Boxing Championships with a 
hard-fought silver medal last 
weekend.

The 11-year-old more than 
earned his medal after a dogged 
performance in a bruising final 
against McKinley Lorne from 
the St Francis Boxing Club in 
Dundee.

The finals, in Huntly, had 
the best young boxers from the 
north of Scotland competing 
and this final was an excellent 
advert for the sport with both 
boxers showing tremendous 
levels of skill, fitness and deter-
mination.

Round one saw Dieguno 
attempting to throw in combi-
nations but Lorne made better 
use of his feet with some clever 
footwork and used his strong 
jab to dictate the range the bout 
was fought at, thus landing the 
last eye catching punch of each 
exchange.

Although losing the opening 
round, Josh showed his growing 
ring maturity in the next round 
by changing his tactics, now 
throwing punches in only ones 
or twos. More importantly, Josh 
made sure he was in punching 
range before firing his shots. 
While this round was scored for 
Josh, Lorne was still landing the 
heavier blows.

Everything was to be decided 
on the last round and while Josh 
was busy and had much more 
success than in the first round, 
Lorne landed the more striking 
shots. Even when Dieguno 
showed his customary spirit by 
pinning McKinley to the ropes 
with a strong barrage of punch-
es in the closing stages of the 
contest, it wasn’t quite enough 
to tip the scales in his favour.

Although narrowly losing out 
on gold in this final, everyone at 
Lochaber Phoenix Boxing club 
is delighted with the progres-
sion and improvement shown in 
this dedicated youngster. The 
club coaches believe it’s only 
a matter of time before he is 
converting these narrow losses 
into wins.

This week Josh will dust 
himself off and compete in the 
Scottish Open Championships 
at Ravenscraig in Motherwell 
where he will hope to improve 
on last year where he won a 
silver medal.

Also boxing this weekend, in 
the Junior Scottish Champion-
ships, is Cameron Whyte who 
will be hoping to claim gold for 
an unprecedented sixth time.

Josh Dieguno in action last 
year. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Five star Lochaber cruise 
to victory

Lochaber scrum half and man of the match Calum Sandison sets up an attack.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

LOCHABER cruised to a 
22-point victory over Mull on 
Saturday after an imperious 
performance saw them score 
five tries past their west coast 
rivals.

After the last meeting between 
these sides ended with a con-
troversial refereeing decision 
to end the match early, the two 
teams were eager to get another 
shot at each other.

Mull were confident coming 
into this game as they had added  
a few dual registered Oban first 
team players into their squad 
since their match was cancelled. 
Oban play two leagues above 
Lochaber and Mull so the new 
recruits brought added quality.

Mull opened the scoring with 
a penalty after being unable to 
find a way through the home 
side’s defence after several 
minutes of pressure. Lochaber 
responded not long after with a 
penalty of their own, with Scotty 
Diack kicking the points.

Soon after that kick, Lochaber 
got their first try of the game. 
Fly-half Scotty Diack made a 
darting run through Mull’s de-
fensive line and, anticipating a 
tackle from the Mull winger, he 
threw a blind pass out the back 
door to winger Peter Carmi-
chael who was charging up the 

Lochaber                30
Isle of Mull    8
BT West Division 3

wing. Carmichael ran the ball 
in for his first try for Lochaber 
since making the switch from 
shinty this season having never 
previously played rugby.

Lochaber had the edge in 
set plays, constantly upsetting  
Mull’s lineouts. Even in the 
scrum, the home side competed 
well with Mull’s scrum, with  
Lochaber’s scrum half and man 
of the match Calum Sanderson 
exerting constant pressure on 
his opposite number.

Lochaber got their second try 
of the afternoon when Chris-
topher Simpson cut his way 
through Mull’s defence before 
off-loading the ball to John 
MacKerlich who fought his way 
over the line.

After the half-time break, 
Mull responded with a try of 
their own to narrow the gap. 
This seemed to fire Lochaber 
up as they went in search of 
another try.

Just as Mull looked to turn 
the ball over, Lochaber got the 
ball to deck and Simpson made 
another scything run through 
Mull’s defence, this time getting 
the try himself, with Diack 
converting the kick.

Lochaber were starting to 
look the more dominate team in 
the final stages of the game as 
Mull couldn’t find away through 
Lochaber’s defence, while the 
home side were having lots of 
joy with the ball in hand.

Lochaber’s fourth try and 
bonus point came after Simpson 
caught a bullet pass from Calum 
MacLachlan not intended 
for him as he came into the 
attacking line and, being only 
five metres out, cantered over 
the line.

The home side’s final try 
came after Conor Taylor made 
a break up the left wing and 
off-loaded the ball to Callum 
Boyd who in turn off-loaded the 
ball to Sandison. 

It looked like Sandison was 

about to be tackled back into 
touch but he got his hands free 
and got the ball back in field. 
The ball went to deck and was 
kicked through into Mull’s try 
area with Taylor reacting fastest, 
diving for the ball to touch down 
just in front of a Mull defender.

The final whistle blew, with 
Lochaber the clear victors.

Stand-in Mull captain Craig 
O’Donnell congratulated the 
Lochaber performance. 

He said: ‘It was a tough game 
today but there is lots to take 

away from it. Thanks to the 
boys from Oban for helping out 
today and congratulations to 
Lochaber. 

‘We’d like to thank them for 
a good fair game and some 
fantastic hospitality.’

Lochaber now have a week off 
before playing four away games 
in a row starting off with a trip 
to play Cowal RFC on Saturday 
March 3 in Dunoon.

Fort William table tennis results
FORT William and Dis-
trict Table Tennis League 
is proving popular again 
this year with the two 
divisions hotly contested.

A warm welcome was 
recently extended to Sergi 
Savickis, Lenka Rozbo-
rilova, Teo Hulub and Jiri 
Sebek, who have all added 
a continental flavour to 
the league.

Recent matches in 
Division 1 saw the usual 
battle between last 
year’s runner-up Monte 
Bleasdale and close rival 
John Grant, which saw 

Connor crowned national trials champ

Connor Campbell shows 
o�  his silverware after 
winning the Scottish 
Trials Championships 

last year. 
Photograph: Anthony MacMillan.

Lochaber rugby stalwarts 
thanked for 30 years’ service

SATURDAY’S fixture against Mull 
turned out to be more than just a normal 
match day for Lochaber Rugby Football 
Club (LRFC) stalwarts Marion Nicolson 
and Pauline Donaldson as they celebrat-
ed three decades of service with the club.

Special presentation
After the match, club president Ali 

MacKinnon made a special presentation 
to thank the pair for 30 years of cooking 
duty at the club.

As well as flowers, the ladies are getting 
treated to afternoon tea at Inverlochy 
Castle.

Marion and Pauline started cooking in 
the 1987 when the first club house was 

built, making this season their 30th. 
When the new clubhouse opened in 1997, 
the pair made the food for 60 guests at 
the opening ceremony.

The ladies were completely taken 
aback, but very grateful to the club for 
the appreciation shown.

‘We have fed boys at mini rugby 
through to senior rugby and now we are 
seeing them coming along with their 
children,’ they said.

‘Over the years, our boys have always 
praised the small team of LRFC cooks.
They always say we provide the best food 
in the league. There’s always two courses 
at LRFC and we are very proud of that.’

Pauline Donaldson, left, and Marion Nicolson are presented with � owers by club 
president Ali MacKinnon after the match on Saturday. 

A BUDDING young 
trials motorbike rider 
from Lochaber enjoyed 
an outstanding season last 
year after being crowned 
Scottish trials champion.

After seven rounds of 
trials competition across 
the length and breadth 
of the country, Connor 
Campbell, from Corpach, 
clinched top spot in the 
Youth E (age 4 to 6) 
category in the Scottish 
Trials Championships 
2017 thanks to a series of 
impressive performances.

Connor, who celebrated 
his sixth birthday last 
month, secured the cham-
pionship victory at home 
in Lochaber, capping off a 
great year for the Banavie 
Primary School pupil.

To add to his trials tro-

phy success, Connor also 
clinched the OSET bike 
championship to round 
off last year’s trophy haul.

Connor’s parents, Scott 
and Caroline, travelled 
with the young rider to all 
seven of the events and 
couldn’t be prouder of 
their son.

Scott said: ‘He loves 
it. He actually got a new 
bike for his Christmas 
and will be competing this 
year, so there’s no signs of 
stopping.

‘We’d like to thank Lo-
chaber and District Motor 
Cycle Club and  the Bob 
McGregor Trials Acad-
emy. They’ve all been a 
great help.’

After such an impressive 
start to his trials career, 
Connor faces a challenge 

Monte take the match 3-0 
although John provided 
his usual stern test. John, 
however, showed new-
comers Sergi and Lenka 
what the standard at the 
top of Division 1 is like as 
he won both matches 3-0. 
Monte also recorded 3-0 
victories over Sergi and 
Tommy Disher, although 
Tommy later recorded a 
3-0 win of his own when 
he played newcomer 
Sergi.

In Division 2, Jim 
Hinchley leads the way 
after winning five out of 

the first six matches he 
has played.

The league is always 
looking for new players 
of any standard, and 
coaching is given to those 
who are new to the game. 
Practice and league 
matches are played on 
Monday nights at the Ne-
vis Centre from 6.45pm to 
9pm. 

For further details see 
the club’s website tab-
letennisfortwilliam.org.
uk.

Trials
when he steps up to the 
Youth D category this 
year.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 22, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.28 1.2 09.37 3.4 16.05 1.4  21.48 3.3
Fri 04.24 1.4 10.35 3.2 17.11 1.5  22.49 3.1
Sat 05.44 1.6 12.05 3.0 18.32 1.6   **.**  *.*
Sun 00.27 3.0 07.17 1.6 14.21 3.1  19.53 1.5
Mon 02.31 3.1 08.51 1.4 15.35 3.3  21.06 1.3
Tues 03.42 3.4 10.06 1.1 16.26 3.5  22.08 1.0
Wed 04.31 3.7 11.01 0.9 17.08 3.8  22.59 0.7             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15

7

5

Thursday Cloudy with light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC
Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate south easterly 
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC

Weekend Sunny
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC


