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Teenagers need 
work permits

Business rates are 
now to be capped 

Oban marina contract awarded
ONE of Oban’s longest sagas 
has almost reached its con-
clusion with the signing of a 
contract to build a marina off 
North Pier.

On Tuesday, Argyll and Bute 
Council signed two major 
construction contracts to build 
Oban’s new transit berthing 
and associated maritime visitor 
facilities.

As far back as 1910, plans to 
have small craft in the bay were 
recorded in The Oban Times – 
and 107 years later it is hoped 
the scheme will be delivered by 
this summer.

The contract for the new 
berthing facility has gone to 
Gael Force Engineering, which 

will be employing Gareloch 
Support Services (GSS) and 
Oban-based North West 
Marine as their main subcon-
tractors. The visitor facility will 
be built by Mull-based firm TSL 
Contractors Ltd.

Representatives of the local 
community joined councillors, 
the contractors and funding 
partner Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) at Oban’s 
Corran Halls to commemorate 
this significant milestone.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
chairman of the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee, 
welcomed the news. 

He said: ‘We are absolutely 
delighted. We’ve worked long 

and hard to move these projects 
forward, and are particularly 
grateful for the help of the local 
community group Oban Bay 
Marine, which has worked in 
partnership with us to develop 
the final plans.

‘It’s also great to see work stay-
ing in the local area. GSS did a 
great job on our berthing facility 
in Campbeltown, which is going 
from strength to strength, and 
has assured us it will use Oban-
based sub-contractors wherever 
possible.

‘We can’t wait for work to get 
under way in the spring. It is 
expected that both projects will 
be complete by late summer.’

John Offord, managing direc-

tor of Gael Force Engineering, 
said: ‘Gael Force is delighted to 
be involved in this very exciting 
and prestigious project.

‘As a sailor who lived in the 
area for many years, I firmly 
believe the new facilities will be 
a great asset to the town and will 
be welcomed by the yachting 
and wider marine community.’

Mike Robertson, from Oban 
Bay Marine (OBM), said: 
‘All of us involved with OBM 
are delighted to see transit 
facilities for visiting leisure 
craft coming to Oban at last 
thanks to the council’s regener-
ation project, with similar facil-
ities now in place all round the 
country.’

EMPLOYERS are being re-
minded that a work permit is 
required for all young people 
aged between 14 and 16 who 
work part-time while still at 
school.

Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘We are committed to 
the protection of children in 
employment, and there are 
a number of bye-laws which 
state the rules and regulations 
governing the employment 
of children – one of which is a 
valid work permit.’

Application forms for the 
permit can be downloaded 
from the council’s website.

BUSINESS rates for the hospital-
ity sector have been capped at 
12.5 per cent after the Scottish 
Government bowed to pressure 
from umbrella organisations and 
media campaigns.

Proposed new business rates 
were announced to widespread 
condemnation. 

It was feared that the new rates 
may have crippled many busi-
nesses due to the hike in tari� s 
but the Holyrood administration 
has said the rates have been 
capped until the Barclay Review 
is published into the setting of 
levies.

Argyll tourism expert Calum 
Ross, from Arduaine, who is a 
board member of the Scottish 
Tourism Alliance (STA) and Visit 
Scotland, had been working with 
the Scottish Government to try 
to secure some leeway in the 
business rates rise that in some 
cases was more than 50 per cent 
of an increase.

For more on business rates, turn 
to page � ve.

OBAN’S Spotlight Musical Theatre 
group presents Monty Python’s 
Spamalot from Wednesday March 1 
until Saturday March 4, at 7.30pm.

Join King Arthur (Roddy 
MacEachan) and his mis� t band 
of assorted knights of the round 
table - Richard Baker as Sir 
Galahad, Ian Henry as Sir Lancelot, 
John Robinson as Sir Robin and 
Gordon Stewart as Sir Bedevere, on 
a bizarre quest to � nd the illusive 
Holy Grail.

Full story – page four.

Spam, spam, 
spam, spam

Opposition councillors fear 
changes to annual budget 
TODAY, Thursday, will see 
Argyll and Bute Council sets its 
budget for the coming year.

Ahead of the meeting, opposi-
tion councillor Michael Breslin 
said he was concerned the budget 
papers sent to elected members 
would not resemble the one deliv-
ered by the council leader today.

Mr Breslin, a member of the 
Reform group on the local au-
thority, said: ‘At the moment, the 
papers for this meeting indicate a 
budget surplus of £2.893 million, 
assuming a three per cent in-

crease in council tax. We have no 
idea, as yet, if the administration 
intends to produce a budget on 
the day or indeed if the papers 
already published are the final 
version.

‘Will a rabbit be pulled out the 
hat? The council was heavily 
criticised by Audit Scotland for 
the manner in which the council 
leader produced last year’s 
budget. He produced it on the 
day, leaving no time for proper 
scrutiny.

‘Reform’s key proposal is to 
use 100 per cent of the three per 
cent increase in council tax to in-
crease the adult care budget held 

by the Integrated Joint Board for 
Health and Social Care.

‘It is under real budgetary 
pressure to help pay for the care 
of the elderly people of Argyll 

and Bute and we feel this is the 
best way we can use the council 
tax increase. Our proposals will 
cost an additional £3.154 million 
but save an extra £1.209 million.

‘Let’s see if other councillors 
can support these proposals.’

On behalf of the administra-
tion, Aileen Morton said the 
council was facing a £6.3 million 
cut in funding from the Scottish 
Government – a fact MSP 
Michael Russell disputed in last 
week’s Oban Times.

Ms Morton said: ‘Such sig-
nificant funding cuts are very 
challenging to deal with but, 
following difficult decisions 

made last year, the council is in a 
better position than many other 
councils to manage this year’s 
further swingeing cuts.’

Councillor Dick Walsh, the 
council leader, said: ‘While fund-
ing cuts mean we can no longer 
deliver every service local people 
want to see, we are committed to 
doing the very best we can to meet 
the needs of our communities.

‘My intent is to protect core ser-
vices as much as possible and look 
to provide some assistance to the 
Health and Social Care Partner-
ship. The partnership needs to 
stand on its own feet in future but 
I do recognise it faces the same 

pressures we do, and caring for 
the most vulnerable and in need 
in our communities has always 
been of the utmost importance to 
me and my colleagues.’

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
deputy leader, added: ‘These are 
difficult times but Argyll and 
Bute Council continues to focus 
on local people’s priorities.

‘I am glad we will be providing 
additional funding to ensure our 
roads department continues to be 
the fastest improving in Scotland 
– improvement only possible be-
cause of the funding the council 
has allocated over and above that 
from the Scottish Government.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk Annual council tax rise

Band A: £23.56 increase
Band B: £27.49 increase
Band C: £31.41 increase
Band D: £35.34 increase
Band E: £154.43 increase
Band F: £270.12 increase
Band G: £412.79 increase
Band H: £616.68 increase
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Hugh Smith’s 
letter from Islay
Orsay chapel
LYING off the south-west coast of the Rhinns of Islay is the 
small island of Orsay and the site of a medieval chapel. The 
island is also the location for the Rhinns of Islay lighthouse, 
which was built in 1824-25 by Robert Stevenson of the famous 
lighthouse-building dynasty.

There is some confusion over which saint gave his name to the 
chapel and island. Ordinance Survey maps seem to credit them 
to both St Odhran and St Columba, although it seems highly 
likely that the chapel was correctly dedicated to the latter.

There is also some evidence to suggest that there was an ec-
clesiastical presence on the island throughout the 8th and 9th 
centuries.

The chapel, which stands in a walled enclosure on a promon-
tory on the north-east end of the island, is referred to by Dean 
Munro in 1549 where he describes the island as ‘having one par-
ish church and is good for fishing’. He also warns of treacherous 
waters between the island and its neighbouring Islay.

The chapel had fallen into ruin by the end of the 18th century 
and it is claimed that during the building of the lighthouse the 
surrounding burial ground was levelled off and that some of the 
gravestones were disposed of in the crevasses of some nearby 
rocks.

The only monument now visible within the enclosure is the 
remarkable tomb known as Hugh MacKay’s Grave (Tung Mhi-
cAoidh na Ranna). The area has strong links with the MacKay 
family, who were appointed as lieutenants of the Rhinns penin-
sula by the ruling MacDonalds.

Three fragments of an early Christian cross-slab, found beside 
the MacKay grave in 1959, are now housed in the Museum of 
Islay Life at Port Charlotte.

Prior to the arrival of the lighthouse, the island was used for 
cattle grazing by a number of Rhinns folks including the Mac-
Neills of Ellister.

Its only inhabitants in recent years were those who manned the 
lighthouse before it was fully automated in the mid 1990s.

Quilters’ celebration
MEMBERS of the island’s quilters group were in jubilant mood 
when they celebrated 25 years of happy stitching at a special 
birthday party in their Islay House Square premises.

The group has enjoyed great success over the past quarter 
of a century and their outstanding creations have been much 
admired and sought-after as well as having greatly benefited 
charities causes on both Islay and Jura.

Cutting the cake and raising the glasses were original group 
member Rona MacKenzie and founder member and current 
chairperson Rae Woodrow, who both ensured that all went with 
a swing in their colourful premises which once were home to 
hunting dogs.

I wish the quilters well and long may they continue to sew a 
fine seam.

Didn’t they do well?
WELL done to Jackie Ross, who has received the accolade of 
Special Constable of the Year at the 2017 Scottish Police Excel-
lence Awards ceremony at the Tulliallan Police College.

A delighted Jackie, who has completed close on 11 years as spe-
cial constable on Islay and Jura, was presented with her award by 
the Justice Secretary Michael Matheson.

Also on hand to congratulate the winning Ileach was Lord 
Robertson of Port Ellen, whose father and grandfather were 
both police officers on the island.

Congratulations are also due to John Rountree, David 
MacPherson and Douglas Clyne, who have completed 30 years 
of devoted service with the local firefighters.

The trio’s excellent contribution to this vital fire and rescue 
service has not gone unmarked.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Telephone: 01496 810 658.

Rona MacKenzie, 
left, and Rae 

Woodrow cut the 
quilters’ cake.

Initiative 
aims to 
combat 
rural crime
A NEW crime prevention 
scheme which has been devel-
oped for the Scottish country-
side had its regional launch in 
Dalmally this week.

Rural Watch, which encourag-
es people to report suspicious 
activity online, is being intro-
duced in the Glenorchy and 
Innishail area, and is due to 
be rolled out to other parts of 
Argyll in the next few months.

The scheme, a joint initia-
tive for Police Scotland and 
Neighbourhood Watch, was 
introduced at an open meeting 
at Dalmally Community Centre 
last Wednesday February 15.

It gives residents a line of com-
munication with the police for 
non-urgent matters, and allows 
police to alert members about 
crime in their area so that they 
can take precautions to prevent 
it.

Through the targeted posi-
tioning of weather-proof posters 
and window stickers, it also aims 
to send a message to potential 
criminals that, despite being 
rural, the area is patrolled and 
watched.

The meeting was hosted 
by Neighbourhood Watch’s 
community engagement officer 
Willie Clark, and PC Darren 
Miller, who is based in Dalmally 
and oversees the scheme in the 
Glenorchy area.

‘Rural Watch presents an 
opportunity for the police to 
interact with local community 
members in a proactive and 
inclusive way, and to ensure the 
safeguarding of our neighbours 
and our property,’ said PC 
Miller.

‘Community spirit is strong in 
the local area, and I hope that 
the scheme will reinforce ties 
and promote a vigilance that will 
serve as a deterrent to would-be 
criminals.’

Glenorchy and Innishail is a 
large geographical area which 
includes farms and estates, land-
marks such as Kilchurn castle, 
Ben Doran and Loch Awe, and 
villages and hamlets including 
Dalmally, Lochawe, Bridge of 
Orchy and Portsonachan.

John Kerr, secretary of 
Glenorchy and Innishail Com-
munity Council, said: ‘Our whole 
community welcomes this oppor-
tunity to become involved with a 
Rural Watch scheme. We all ap-
preciate and support the excellent 
provision of blue-light emergency 
services in our local area.

‘Rural Watch allows local 
residents to interact with Police 
Scotland to increase security. 
Those who may be tempted to 
flout the law will become aware 
that they cannot behave in an 
antisocial or criminal manner 
here without suffering the con-
sequences of their actions.’

Police officers in Appin and 
Ardchattan aim to introduce the 
scheme in their areas shortly, 
and it will start in Taynuilt, 
Dalavich and Kilchrenan later 
this year.

To register or to find out more, 
go to ruralwatchscotland.co.uk.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Appeal for islands to 
control fi shing zones
THE control of fishery zones 
west of the Hebrides should be 
devolved to the islands after 
Brexit, Western Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil argued in parliament.

Mr MacNeil’s call comes as 
it was revealed in a document 
leaked to The Times newspaper 
that the fishing industry is not a 
top priority for the UK govern-
ment in Brexit negotiations, and 
has been designated of ‘medium 
importance’.

In last week’s debate on the 
European Union (Notification 
of Withdrawal) Bill in the House 
of Commons, Mr MacNeil said: 
‘I represent probably the only 

constituency to reach 200 miles 
of the exclusive economic zone.

‘Surely there is a case not just 
for putting Scotland in control 
of fisheries, but for giving the 
Hebrides and island groups 
some power over them?

‘We should certainly not leave 
them in the charge of those in 
Westminster who sold them 
down the river once and, given 
this White Paper, are looking to 
sell them down the river again?

Mr MacNeil drew attention to 
the ‘Our Islands, Our Future’ 
campaign led by island local 
authorities, which is seeking 
more devolved decision-making 
at a local level and said fisheries 
was a solid example of where 
this could be put into practice.

He said: ‘As the UK gov-
ernment ploughs ahead with 
a seeming disastrous Brexit, 
with no idea at to where its 
negotiations will take us, we can 
try to salvage something for the 
islands on the West Coast, as 
there is prevalent concern about 
the priority being given to the 
fishing industry.

‘Many in the fishing industry 
voted to leave the EU in last 
year’s referendum, but they 
did not expect to be treated as 
anything less than a top priority 
in negotiations.

‘At the moment, a lot of mack-
erel and herring are caught on 
the west coast of Scotland but 
no boats on the West Coast have 
quotas. That has to change.’

Withdrawing from the EU 
will mean withdrawing from the 
Common Fisheries Policy. The 
UK will have to renegotiate its 
quota of total allowable catches 
for stocks that are shared with 
the EU and neighbouring 
countries. The majority of 
fish caught by UK fleets are 
exported, mostly to EU member 
states.

Top priorities identified in 
the leaked UK government 
report include pharmaceuticals, 
car-making, textiles and cloth-
ing, aerospace and air transport; 
fishing and chemical industries 
are awarded medium priority; 
and steel construction, oil and 
gas, and telecoms are given 
low priority.

The Rev John Smith and his wife Margaret are presented with gifts by Lucy MacAskill and Finbar Rodger, both primary seven.

Tobermory wants a new harbour master

Seventh new school for Western Isles

RUNNING Tobermory har-
bour could be someone’s dream 
job.

And for the right person, the 
job of harbour master could be 
theirs as early as this spring, 
because Tobermory Harbour 
Association (THA) has made 
an application for a Harbour 
Empowerment Order (HEO) to 
become a designated harbour 

authority. It is anticipated the 
HEO will be granted in March.

The growth of the business 
will see the group appoint a 
permanent harbour master to 
oversee the management of all 
harbour operations and marine 
staff.

With thousands of visitors 
afloat every year, a 50-berth 
pontoon at capacity in summer 

months and more than 30 cruise 
ships visiting per annum, Tober-
mory is one of the busiest small 
harbours on the West Coast.

To help manage visitors, the 
THA, a not-for-profit enter-
prise that owns, manages and 
maintains the harbour facilities, 
is adding a new passenger land-
ing pontoon this year.

THA chairman Brian Swin-

banks said: ‘This is a very 
exciting job, with opportunities 
to shape both the management 
of the harbour and to develop 
infrastructure that enhances 
our welcoming, friendly and 
growing community.’

Visit www.tobermoryharbour.
co.uk or email, hr@tobermory-
harbour.co.uk; the closing date 
is tomorrow (February 24).

SGOIL Uibhist a’ Tuath, the 
seventh new school in the West-
ern Isles in the past six years, 
was officially opened in North 
Uist this week.

The opening follows a £60mil-
lion Western Isles Schools 
Project, the largest ever capital 
investment in the Western Isles.

The opening was performed 
by the Rev John Smith and his 

wife Margaret. Staff and parents 
celebrated, with the ceremony 
also including performances by 
the school choir.

The total cost of the new 
school is just under £9million, 
made up of £2.2m from Scottish 
Government and £6.6m by the 
comahirle, as part of a wider 
upgrade of the schools estate.

The work was completed by the 

contractor Robertson Group on 
time and within budget.

Comhairle convener Norman A 
MacDonald said: ‘I am delighted 
we have officially marked the 
opening of the new school. Staff 
and children are already benefit-
ing from this excellent education 
facility which provides childcare, 
early years and primary educa-
tion to the North Uist community 

in partnership with Saoghal Beag 
Nursery. There have been many 
improvements to our schools in 
the Western Isles over the past 
few years, not least the Western 
Isles Schools Project.

‘Our new schools will usher in 
a new era of educational oppor-
tunity and community facilities, 
in buildings that are the equal 
of any in Scotland.’

New for 2017, Argyll Resources 
Group now have mobile welfare 
units for hire. Towable, light-
weight and compact, they are 
quick and easy to hitch up, move 
to site and set up. These units are 
totally self- contained with an 
integrated diesel generator for 
charging the on board battery 
unit to provide electricity for 
lighting, heating, cooking and 
hot water. Complete with a toilet 
cubicle accessed directly from 
the outside, the separate can-
teen compartment consists of 
comfortably padded wipe clean 
bench style seating around a 
table, with a kitchen sink, water 
heater and storage cabinets and 
microwave cooking facilities. 
These welfare units are ideal for 
use on sites as canteens, drying 
rooms and site offices. Secure 
and very robust, they are also 
excellent for safe on site storage.  
The West Coast Loos division 
of Argyll Resources Group has 
been supplying and servicing  
portable toilets throughout Ar-
gyll, Lochaber and the Islands to 
construction sites, local shows, 
sports and private events for 
a number of years and will be 
servicing these units on site for 
customers. For further details 
please phone Argyll Resources 
Group on 01631 566370 or email 
enquir ies@arg yl l resources.
co.uk. 

Mobile welfare units available for hire

Argyll Resources Group, 
through its John MacLachlan 
Quarries and Oban Skip Hire 
companies, also supplies 
ready mixed concrete, quarry 

materials, crane hire, skip hire 
& recycling, while the West 
Highland Gas division supplies 
Calor, Boc and Air liquid gases. 
www.argyllresources.co.uk. 
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Opinion: Councillor JULIE McKENZIE 
on the pros and cons of social media

IN RECENT weeks there has 
been much local debate on the 
topic of social media and 
speci� cally how you use it to 
put forward your views on the 
issues that matter to all of us 
who live in the area.

This is a polarised debate  –
there are always two sides to 
everything, so I 
guess it  is about 
perspective and 
how you perceive 
social media.

In my role as 
a councillor, 
social media is all 
about me being 
accessible and 
accountable to 
you.

It is a major tool 
in my kit which 
enables me to 
engage e� ec-
tively with you on a one-to- one 
basis.

A conversation on Twitter cer-
tainly doesn’t take away from 
the face-to-face contact that 
comes on the doorstep or in a 
surgery, but it does provide an 
excellent method of quick com-
munication and interaction.

Social media assists me in 
being a better elected member 
because, let’s face it, that’s 
exactly what doing this job 
should be all about.

Social media platforms also 
provide a great place for healthy 
and sometimes heated debate. 
In my ward I’m often alerted to 
topical issues far quicker via this 
medium than any other.

It proves really useful as it ena-
bles me quickly to see a variety 
of viewpoints and engage in 
conversations, which can really 
help when it comes to gauging 
public opinion and arriving at a 
balanced view. 

The Scottish Government 
actively promotes social 
media as an essential tool for 
community engagement, and 
community councils are being 

encouraged to use social media 
to better e� ect.

Last week I held a surgery 
in Oban and not one person 
turned up. I know that’s not 
because folk don’t have issues 
that need resolving, because 
on the same day I had six peo-
ple contact me directly through 

F a c e b o o k 
Messenger and 
Twitter.

This only serves 
to highlight that 
there is no reason 
why in today’s 
modern and 
tech-savvy world 
you shouldn’t be 
able to contact 
your local elect-
ed member via a 
social network.

It’s accessible 
to all, quick, easy 

and � ts around your day.  And, 
for anyone who may not be 
able to get to an appointment, 
it can be an absolute lifeline.

There is, however, also a dark 
side and I’ve experienced this in 
the form of online abuse.

On the day I was told I’d been 
selected to stand for my party 
locally as a candidate, amid the 
congratulations came an im-
portant warning from a senior 
party � gure to ‘buckle up your 
� ak jacket’.

I now know exactly what he 
meant. As a politician, you will 
never please all of the people 
all of the time. However, that 
said, there is a big di� erence 
between engaging online with 
your local councillor and abus-
ing and harassing them.

We are all human at the end of 
the day. No-one is perfect and 
we all make mistakes. I try very 
hard never to say anything on 
social media that I wouldn’t say 
out loud.

Social media matters but 
please bear this in mind: hold 
your councillor to account ab-
solutely but please also be kind.

Julie McKenzie.

Elephant’s foot and divining 
rods used in hunt for lost dog
DOZENS of volunteers joined 
the hunt for a terrier possibly 
lost down rabbit holes at Gana-
van Sands last week, deploying 
a ferret, tinned beef, divining 
rods, a pipe camera and shovels.

Now a £500 reward has been 
pledged to anyone who finds 
two-year-old Rowan, a ‘small, 
fluffy, black and white’ Jack 
Russell/Patterdale cross, who 
failed to return to the calls of 
her owner, Sandra Muir, during 
a walk on the town’s beach.

‘She has never run away before,’ 
said Sandra, who moved to Oban 
from Jura. ‘She’s really interested 
in holes and is the friendliest dog 
you could meet. Our hearts are 
broken without her. 

‘We’ve dug up the hillside. It’s 
a horrible nightmare. Thanks 
to everyone who has helped and 
continues to do so.’

Sandra and her partner, Lee 
Williamson, launched the 
desperate search for Rowan last 
Tuesday after she went missing 

at about 9.30am. They also put 
out an appeal on Facebook and 
the family were soon joined by 
friends shouting Rowan’s name 
down Ganavan’s rabbit holes.

Lee said: ‘There was no sound. 
She is not a yapping dog. We 
recorded the doorbell and played 
it down the holes so she would 
yap. We brought Sandra’s other 

dog (Hollie). It went to that spot 
and started digging like mad. She 
usually does not dig, so we took 
that as a clue.’

Oban roofer Malcolm Kerr 
heard about the appeal and got 
four of his men out digging. 

‘He is a big dog lover,’ his step-
son Jason Goldie said. ‘So am I. 

‘If it was his dog, he would like 
to think other people would do 

the same.’ More diggers from 
piping contractor D&K Lafferty 
also arrived early on Friday 
morning with a pipe camera 
borrowed from Scottish Water.

During the week the search 
team were offered free use of a 
JCB digger and an underground 
listening device called an ‘ele-
phant’s foot’, and on Friday more 
children arrived with beach 

spades, alongside men armed 
with a ferret and divining rods. 

An elderly lady was overheard 
to offer: ‘I’ve brought a tin of 
beef and I’ve got a shovel in my 
car.’

All efforts, so far, have failed 
to locate Rowan. If you have 
any information on her where-
abouts, contact Sandra via her 
Facebook page.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Volunteers dig up rabbit holes 
on the hillside near Ganavan 
Sands in a desperate hunt for 

Rowan, who went missing.

Kevin Guthrie , Gary Lewis, Lewis MacDougall and Kirsteen 
Macdonald at this year’s FilmG awards. Photograph: Alan Peebles

Young fi lm-makers are the stars
SCOTTISH stars turned out 
in Glasgow on Friday last week 
(February 17) to present awards 
at the ninth annual National 
Gaelic Film ceremony.

FilmG is MG ALBA’s 
prestigious Gaelic screen 
talent awards, which this year 
attracted a record number of 
entries and was streamed live to 
audiences around the world.

The ceremony was held at the 
Old Fruitmarket, Glasgow, and 
was hosted by Fiona MacKen-
zie, the face of BBC ALBA, 
and Niall Iain Macdonald, 

TV and radio presenter. Live 
entertainment on the night was 
courtesy of four-piece band, IN-
YAL, fresh from performances 
at Celtic Connections and the 
Highland Annual.

Guest presenters at the event 
included renowned Scottish actor 
Gary Lewis and Lewis MacDou-
gall, the 14-year-old Edinburgh 
schoolboy and star of the new 
movie, A Monster Calls.

Actor Kevin Guthrie was also 
in attendance alongside BBC 
weather presenter Kirsteen 
Macdonald, who was also hand-

ing out a number of awards. The 
stand-out film in the youth cat-
egory was Faigh WiFi produced 
by a group of children from the 
Gaelic Drama Summer School 
(An Sgoil Shamhraidh Dràma) 
which won Best Film. 

Also scooping a top award 
was Kate Bradley of Ardna-
muchan High School, whose 
commentary on the women’s 
shinty Valerie Fraser Cup final 
won her the new youth sports 
commentary award title. 

To read more on this, go to 
www.obantimes.co.uk.



4 NEWS Thursday 23 February, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

OT

Strathallan - green space, a home from home and an 
exceptional breadth of opportunities for boarders and 
day pupils 
Located in the heart of 
Perthshire, but with easy 
access to Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, Strathallan’s 
green and leafy campus 
expands to more than 153 
acres. It includes some of the best facilities of any school in Scotland 
and provides the setting for day and boarding pupils to take every 
advantage of the exceptional breadth of activities available to them. 

At Strathallan our ethos is to provide opportunities for every pupil 
to excel; in practice that means ensuring each individual, no matter 
what their passion or interest, is supported to do well, achieve 
their personal best and, importantly, enjoy their time at school. It 
is an approach which leads to a rich diversity of pupil experience 
and some exceptional achievements - academically, in sports, the 
performing and creative arts and other areas. 

Across the school, pupils can choose from more than 80 activities 
including fencing to debating, clay pigeon shooting to dance. 
Strathallan has carved out an excellent reputation for sports, both 
traditional team sports but also in individual activities. Teams are 
frequently to be found on the podium and individuals have claimed 
medals in ski-ing, tennis, badminton, swimming, golf, karate and 
more, with many representing Scotland and GB. Music and the 
performing arts are � ourishing too and are set to strengthen with 
the recent addition of a state-of-the-art dance and drama studio. 

Strathallan is also a school with strong family values and a friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere, something that bene� ts enormously 
from the fact the majority of sta�  live on site. Our day pupils are part 
of the same houses as the boarders, creating a solid foundation for 
developing friendships in and out of school. 

From Riley, our Junior House, upwards, our visitors tell us they 
get a real sense of Strathallan when they meet our pupils and see 
the school for themselves. We encourage you to do the same and 
welcome visits at any time of year. 

strathallan.co.ukForgandenny, Perth PH2 9EG   /   T: 01738 812 546   /   admissions@strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

Open Morning
(Entry for ages 9+) 

Saturday 4th March 2017, 10am – 1pm

Scholarships and  
Bursaries Available
For more information or to book a visit  
please contact our Admissions Department 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk 01738 815003

Achieving excellent results - in academic 

work, in sports and the arts.

Extending a  warm welcome from our 
community of staff, boarding and day 
pupils.

Enjoying a beautiful rural campus, less 

than an hour from Edinburgh airport.

At Strathallan we motivate and inspire 

young people to make the most of their 

individual abilities and interests.

for ages 9 to 18

ADVERTORIAL

The most interesting of times
DON’T we live in amazingly interesting times? Well, we at 
The Oban Times certainly do.

As a self-confessed old-fashioned Luddite of a journalist 
who started in this business back in the mists of the 1970s – I 
know, I look older – I’ve seen some astonishing changes.

My early days were in newspapers that were made using 
‘hot metal’, when the production facilities were huge, noisy, 
labour-intensive factories and when newsrooms were smoke-
filled, male-dominated areas blighted by the cacophony of 
countless typewriters being hammered.

Then came the convulsions that heralded the arrival of 
computers. Industrial disputes wracked newspapers across 
the whole of Britain as jobs were shed and modern processes 
were introduced.

And the technology has just gone on developing, bounding 
ahead in terms of how we gather and present the news today 
across a number of platforms.

It is only in very recent times that we have seen the advent of 
the amazing tool that is social media, and how it has come to 
command people’s lives.

And now – literally today, February 23 – we have our latest 
development: the new Oban Times website.

Some of you may be a little disappointed that the majority of 
our content is behind a ‘paywall’ but we believe it represents 
fantastic value for money as subscriptions are available for as 
little as 56p per week.

The simple truth is that what we do costs money and we 
cannot give it away for free.

That bargain price, by the way, includes seven-day access to 
the latest news via the website, and users also have access to a 
full digital version of the newspaper every Thursday. The site 
is also fully mobile responsive.

Take a moment to consider this properly. What else can you 
buy for 56p a week? A packet of crisps? A small packet of 
sweets?

Come on, even our critics must admit that 56p is cracking 
value for money. To make the most of our great new website, 
just go to www.obantimes.co.uk.

Time to join the modern world
THERE has been a lot of engagement following our story 
last week that a number of Argyll and Bute councillors have 
asked members of the public not to post comments on social 
media – ie, Facebook – but to put pen to paper and write to 
them instead by ‘snail mail’.

One councillor related an instance where more than 60 
comments were posted about problems in Soroba but only one 
person had written to her with an old-fashioned letter. The 
councillor added that as soon as she received the letter, she 
acted by setting up a meeting.

But if she was aware of the problem previously because of 
social media, why did she not act sooner?

I can certainly sympathise from the narrow perspective of 
how unpleasant it can be when people are posting sniping 
critiques online and it true to say that some individuals can be 
unacceptably vitriolic and use inappropriate language.

But the bottom line is that social media is a modern 
phenomenon and is not going away any time soon.

It is a huge hit with countless millions of people who 
communicate in mass numbers as never before. Rather than 
asking for the bus to stop, maybe these councillors should try 
to see where it is heading.

Brilliant � gures for CalMac
AS WE report today, CalMac is claiming some remarkable 
figures for its passenger numbers. The ferry operator has 
recorded more than five million passengers for the first time 
in 20 years, with the number of cars carried rocketing.

This surge in the number of people travelling on the Clyde 
and Hebrides ferry routes is due in large measure to the 
introduction of the Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) which 
slashed the cost of using CalMac’s boats. The idea is to make 
the ferry journeys cost the same as it would to drive the 
equivalent distance by road.

If there is a downside to this good news, though, it is that 
some islanders feel a bit swamped during the tourist season. 
I have some sympathy with that position – and there might 
need to be infrastructure improvements – but the positives far 
outweigh the negatives.

Get in touch with your thoughts
Let me know what you think by writing to me at  The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB, or by email to 
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Spamalot saddles up for 
hilarious medieval mischief
IF THE winter blues are getting 
to you why not Always Look on 
the Bright Side of Life and get 
along to the Corran Halls to 
see a truly classic show before it 
gallops away?

Oban’s Spotlight Musical 
Theatre group presents Monty 
Python’s Spamalot from Wednes-
day until Saturday, March 1 to 4, 
at 7.30pm.

The team that brought you the 
sell-out production of Anything 
Goes in 2015 returns to indulge 
audiences with hilarity, brilliant 
songs and toe-tapping dances.

Based on the classic film 
comedy Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail, Spamalot’s book 
was written by Eric Idle and the 
music by John Du Prez and Idle.

Join King Arthur (Roddy 
MacEachan) and his misfit 
band of assorted knights of the 
round table – Richard Baker as 
Sir Galahad, Ian Henry as Sir 
Lancelot, John Robinson as Sir 
Robin and Gordon Stewart as 
Sir Bedevere, on a bizarre quest 
to find the illusive Holy Grail.

They are guided on their jour-
ney by the beautiful Lady of the 
lake, Aimie MacDonald, and 
they meet some very peculiar 
characters along the way.

Tickets are available from 
the Corran Halls Box office 
on 01631 567333 or online at 
www.spotlightmtg.co.uk/tickets 
(online ticketing ends on Sunday 
February 26.

Tickets cost £12 for adults and 
£8 for concessions and there is 
20 per cent off opening night 
tickets March 1.

This show is recommended for 
age 12 and up.

Edie, Jessica and Alex helped to build Bran, the turf dog, at Dunollie.

GILLIAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Ancient woodlands 
are given new ideas
WHEN the gates of Dunollie 
Museum, Castle and Grounds 
close for the winter months not 
all becomes quiet under the 
historic castle,’ writes Gillian 
Campbell of Dunollie Projects.

This is when community pro-
ject Dunollie Links really kicks 
in and a busy stream of people 
from the local community visit 
each day to take part in all sorts 
of interesting goings-on.

Dunollie Links invites local 
people to learn new heritage 
skills and enjoy interesting fun 
projects.

Already in 2017, a staggering 
76 adults, 130 primary-aged 
children and eight secondary 
students have been involved 
with Dunollie Links activities – 
and many of these people visit 
weekly.

Over the past few months, 
a very special addition to 
Dunollie Museum, Castle and 
Grounds has begun to emerge 
in the woodland garden.

Thanks to the Forestry Com-
mission Community Fund, a 
wonderful green shelter is being 
designed and created by people 
from the community under 
the imaginative supervision 

of Dunollie Links officer Mel 
Davies, to encourage people to 
share the joy of the woodland.

It will provide a peaceful 
space where people can learn 
about the natural and cultural 
heritage of this lovely place and 
help to find out more about 
what lives and grows there.

It is not just people who 
visit the ancient woods (at the 
moment covered in snowdrops) 
around Dunollie House and 
Castle – it is a playground for 
an extended family of furry and 
feathered woodland dwellers. 

The red squirrels are not easy 
to spot but can be seen from 

time to time scaling the ancient 
mature trees in the quieter 
corners.

The visiting roe deer, on the 
other hand, shamelessly pinch 
a meal from the front lawn 
unperturbed by irate gardeners 
and interested tourists.

A family of mallards appears 
each spring to march in a row 
from the pond to the farm 
fields, their path taking them 
across the Kettle Tea Shop 
terrace, charming visitors as 
they pass, and when the tawny 
owl decides to have a snooze 
above the pond during visiting 
hours, news travels fast and 

delighted guests gather round. 
Mel has so far worked since 
October on the green shelter with 
35 adults, seven teenagers and 
135 primary school children, and 
together they have been creating 
this environmental delight.

People, young and old, have 
helped in all sorts of ways to give 
a second-hand shipping con-
tainer an ingenious ecological 
makeover. It’s being designed to 
encourage and watch wildlife, 
to monitor the weather and as a 
space for learning and shelter-
ing from the wind and rain.

Growing boxes, bugs’ nests, 
bird feeders, garlands and mu-
rals all made from natural and 
recycled materials will decorate 
the walls and surroundings.

One of the Pathways students 
from Oban High has chosen 
to design and make a wildlife 
‘information station’, with the 
help of the tech department at 
the high school, to look more 
deeply at the native animals.

So much fun is being had by so 
many people in the development 
of this wonderful green space 
for the community. Hopefully, 
it will continue to be enjoyed for 
many years to come.

� More from Dunollie next 
month.

Oban branch 
of building 
society at risk
THE Yorkshire Building Soci-
ety has said it is consulting cus-
tomers on the possible closure of 
its Oban branch.

The society aims to close 20 
branches in the UK in May 
and 28 further branches from 
September this year.

The society has said if plans 
to close the Oban branch go 
ahead, it will work with affected 
customers and will contact them 
to outline what these proposals 
mean for their specific circum-
stances.

Oban artist 
has work 
on show at 
the RSA
AN OBAN woman has been 
selected for the prestigious 
Emerging Artists show at the 
Royal School of Art New Con-
temporaries exhibition at The 
Mound in Edinburgh.

Tamara Richardson, 29, 
worked on the sales team at The 
Oban Times before leaving to 
study art some years ago.

Her hard work and determina-
tion at Duncan of Jordanstone 
College of Art and Design in 
Dundee have paid off as she 
was selected as an installation 
artist for the annual show of 
exceptional students throughout 
Scotland. 

Tamara developed her practice 
in Scotland, Canada and Italy. 
She graduated with a BA Hons 
in Fine Art in 2016.

Speaking of her style of art, 
her biography states: ‘Curatorial 
projects are an extension of 
Richardson’s spacial thinking.

‘They expand from her artistic 
practice. In addition, this inter-
est enables her to work collabo-
ratively alongside other creative 
practitioners. Recent projects in 
which Richardson has exhibited 
include Girls Will Be Beuys, Dun-
dee 2016; Ice-cream with the En-
emy, Glasgow 2015; and Aurora, 
Grace and Fyfe, Clark Gallery, 
Glasgow 2014. Richardson is 
also known for her participation 
in Dundee Contemporary Art’s 
(DCA) popular Echo events.’

Tamara said: ‘I can’t believe 
that I will be showing work at 
the RSA.

‘I was aiming for this show 
years ago as a first year, but the 
more experienced in art I got, 
the more I realised that you 
just have to do your own thing. 
There’s no formula for success, 
so I forgot about the awards 
and just enjoyed the process of 
research and making. 

‘I genuinely forgot that this 
award existed by the time of my 
degree show, so was blown away 
to be selected.’

The exhibition is open until 
March 15 in the RSA Upper and 
Lower Galleries, The Mound, 
from Monday to Saturday, 10am 
to 5pm and Sundays, noon to 
5pm. Admission is £5 (£3 con-
cession), including a catalogue.

Six homes applied for in Kilmore
AN APPLICATION has been 
submitted by Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 
to double the number of homes 
to be built at Barran, Kilmore.

The application initially ap-
plied for three detached houses 

– but the housing association 
has asked to vary its previous 
application to six semi-detached 
homes.

Kilmore Community Council 
has raised concerns about the 
application. 

It wrote to the planning 
authority saying: ‘Residents 
have shown concern that 
should other plots be convert-
ed to semi-detached homes, 
this would result in a further 
increase in population density, 

changing the nature of the 
development in the future.’

In response to further objec-
tions from Kilmore residents, 
the planning authority stated: 
‘Each planning application is 
considered on its own merits.’

Children from Park Primary take part in woodland art workshops.

Don’t miss an evening of song and laughter at the Corran Halls.
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� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

The new 2017 range of top German Kitchens

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU   01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY   01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG   01847 894956
info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

“You’ve been 
thinking about it 
- speak to us and 
together we can 
make this happen”

Motorists warned to expect traffi c delays at Dalmally
DRIVERS are being warned of 
a fortnight of traffic disruption 
at Dalmally.

Improvements to the A85 are 
scheduled to begin on Monday 
March 6 and will last for up to 
two weeks.

Works will take place between 
7am and 7pm each day, with no 
works planned for the weekend.

A 10mph convoy traffic man-
agement system will be in place 
during the works.

Outwith the specified working 

hours, traffic management will be 
removed but a 30mph speed limit 
will be in force as traffic will be 
running on a temporary surface. 
Access will be maintained for 
emergency services at all times.

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 

north-west representative, said: 
‘These works will lead to a much 
improved road surface when 
they are complete, enhancing 
the quality of the transport links 
in the area as well as improving 
safety for the travelling public.

‘We thank motorists for their 
patience and would also encour-
age them to plan ahead before 
setting out by checking the Traffic 
Scotland website for information.’ 

Go to www.trafficscotland.org 
or twitter @trafficscotland.

Rates: complex,  
convoluted 
and in need of 
radical change
DEREK CONNERY explains the anger and resistance to plans 
for a massive increase in the local taxes paid by businesses
AS SOME of you will be aware 
there has been a review of the 
non-domestic rates (NDR), 
but what actually does that mean?

Basically, the NDR is a ‘tax’ 
levied on businesses in much the 
same way as council tax is levied 
on private households. 

So what does NDR actually 
mean? Well, periodically 
‘assessors’ ascribe a value to all 
non-domestic premises in the 
country (and, believe it or not, 
that includes noticeboards). That 
value is used along with a number 
called ‘poundage’ to work out 
how much money each business 
should pay to the Scottish Gov-
ernment as a property-based tax. 

Fairly straightforward? If only. 
A commercial surveyor once 
tried to explain the system for 
valuation to me, but he might as 
well have been speaking Greek. 

The starting point is what sort 
of rental value could your prop-
erty attain. Then there is square 
meterage (swm).

So, for example, there is a shop 
in Oban on one level with a total 
180 sqm. However, actually, this 
consists of 120 sqm of prime retail 
space (up to 9m from the door) 
which attracts a rental value of 
£120 per sqm, and then 60m of 

class B retail (more than 9m from 
the door) which has a value of £60 
per sqm. So multiplying through 
the square metres gives you, in 
part, the potential rental value. 
There are still a number of other 
factors to consider: for example, 
if there are stairs to get into the 
shop, a discount is applied.

Added to that, the previous 
valuation was carried out in 2010, 
but it used 2008 rental values 
(pre-financial crash) and, as a 
result, business rates for the past 
seven years have been based on 
rental figures from before argua-
bly the biggest financial crisis the 
country has seen. 

Sticking with retail for the mo-
ment, since 2008 the increase in 
online shopping has put the high 
street under pressure, so now 
lots of towns are seeing empty 
shop units and rental rates falling 
owing to the highly competitive 
nature of the retail market. 

But the shops remain empty 

due in part to the fact that even 
if your rent was virtually nothing, 
you would still be lumbered with 
a rates bill based on information 
that is nine years out of date. So, 
roll into 2017 and we would all 
agree that there needs to be a 
review of the rateable values on 
business properties. Yes?

It is irrefutable that the Scot-
tish Government needs to raise 
money by taxation in different 
forms and, as time passes, in-
evitably taxes rise as costs rise. 
Equally, none of us likes paying 
tax, but if we didn’t then we re-
ally would be in a bind. Regard-
less of what government – local, 
national and central – does with 
tax rises or cuts, there is a still 
an amount that is required to be 
raised in order that they can pay 
their bills. Also, I think most 
people would agree that your 
taxes should reflect your cur-
rent situation and not be based 
on your historical situation. Just 
like investments, earnings can 
go down as well as up.

Now we reach the revalua-
tions. Assessors apply a very 
complicated (at least for me) 
series of rules and assumptions 
to a property to ascertain 
its rateable value. Given the 

changing world since 2010, it 
fair to assume there would be 
some re-alignment of rates to 
more evenly spread the burden 
of taxation across businesses 
and sectors. 

This has, indeed, happened 
and there have been some win-
ners and losers. The problem is 
the scale of change that some 
businesses have been exposed 
to and the fact that the ac-
commodation providers would 
appear on the surface to be the 
hardest hit. 

One local business has seen 
a doubling of its rateable 
value (from around £37,000 to 
£61,000), which equates to an 
annual increase in its operating 
costs of around £12,000. To 
put it more simply, this is almost 
a full-time job or requires an 
increase in turnover of in excess 
of £100,000. That is a big ask.  

That example was for a mod-
est hotel. When you dig deeper 
and look at some of the rises for 
larger hotels, you get to a stage 
where you can perhaps under-
stand why an owner might not 
wish to continue trading.  

Bizarre, given that tourism in 
Scotland is one of our biggest 
industries and is currently in 

growth. To put in barriers and 
almost force closures would 
seem counterproductive, not 
just in the reduction in available 
rooms and jobs but also the 
impact to the other businesses 
that both serve and benefit from 
visitors.

It is important to point out 
that a solution will not be easy 
to find. However, when a meth-
odology is so clearly flawed, 
surely to persist with it is mad-
ness. The best way to illustrate 
this is with three real examples 
actually in Oban.

1. A 24-bedroom, three-star 
hotel – current rateable value 
(RV) £37,000, new RV £61,000.

2. A distillery – current 
RV £50,000, new RV £74,000.

3. Large high street chemist 
– current RV £83,000, new 
RV £85,000.

This is nothing to do with the 
businesses, but illustrates the 
disparity the system creates. 
Equivalent to a modest family 
saloon, a larger executive car 
and an articulated lorry all 
being judged by a system to be 
of comparable value.

� Derek Connery is chief 
executive of Bid4Oban.

Breach of bail 
order alleged
A 21-YEAR-OLD woman 
allegedly breached a bail order 
by approaching a man in Miller 
Road, Oban, at about 12.30pm 
on Monday February 13.

The woman was arrested 
and held for court, and a 
report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

No insurance – 
vehicle seizure
ON TUESDAY February 14, 
a BMW car was stopped 
by police around 8pm for 
allegedly exceeding the speed 
limit in Connel.

Checks revealed that there 
was allegedly no insurance in 
force for the vehicle and the 
driver, a 21-year-old man, was 
charged with speeding and 
driving without insurance. The 
vehicle was seized.

A report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

Abusive 
behaviour
ON FRIDAY February 17, about 
9.30pm, a 35-year-old man was 
detained by o�  cers following a 
report of a man behaving in an 
allegedly abusive manner and 
assaulting a woman at Shore 
Street, Oban.

The man was later arrested 
and charged with assault and 
abusive behavior. 

He was held for court and a 
report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Bag stolen near 
Bridge of Orchy
A CAR parked in a layby on 
the A82 near Bridge of Orchy 
had a window smashed and 
a handbag and contents 
were stolen from it between 
2am and 2.30am on Saturday 
February 18.

Police investigating the 
incident are appealing for 
witnesses or anyone with any 
information to contact them on 
101 or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Dunbeg man 
is arrested
FOLLOWING a report of a man 
behaving in an abusive manner 
in a house in Lochnell Road, 
Dunbeg, at about 12.15am on 
Sunday February 19, a 27-year-
old man was arrested and 
charged with alleged abusive 
behavior.

A report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Man charged 
after assault
A REPORT has been submitted 
to the procurator � scal after a 
man was assaulted in George 
Street, Oban.

The incident allegedly took 
place at about 1.40am on 
Sunday February 19.

A 34-year-old man was later 
arrested and charged with 
assault.

Couple warned as 
drugs are found
AT ABOUT 9.55pm on 
Wednesday February 15, at 
Ganavan Sands, Oban, a car 
was stopped and searched and 
an 18-year-old woman and a 
19-year-old man were allegedly 
found to be in possession of 
small quantities of cannabis.

Both were issued with 
recorded police warnings.

If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
any of the above incidents, 
they can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

POLICE FILES 
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
Tues 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Tues 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

To book a place contact the Business Gateway team or visit the website

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops
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The return of spring
WHEN the calendar tells us a new year has begun, 
Mother Nature is not slow in reminding us that she, 
too, is about to embark on another annual miracle - 
the return of spring.

Historically spring starts on the day of the vernal 
equinox, which usually occurs on the night of March 
20/21. 

Vernal originally comes from the Latin word for 
bloom and refers to the fact that, in the northern hem-
isphere, this equinox marks the end of winter and the 
beginning of spring. An equinox is a time when the 
nights are as long as the days and the vernal equinox 
is recognised the world over as the start of the new 
astrological cycle.

Even in January, the alder and hazel catkins are 
blowing in the breeze along the exposed shores of 
the Sound of Mull and by February the birds in the 
woods and high glens are showing signs of mating and 
courtship. 

A few species of flowers are out at all times of the 
year which, some say, is a sign of global warming. If 
that is true, climate change must have started years 
ago because even under snow, chickweed and an 
occasional dandelion or daisy can be found among the 
old fields around Loch Aline.

Gorse is a typical flower of early spring, for though its 
finest splash of colour does not come until March, by 
the end of February, it has begun to line the roadsides 
and river banks with its golden glory - its flower-heads 
smelling of hot coconut in the weak sunlight.

Now, too, the insects begin to emerge. Some hiber-
nating species, including midges, make an appearance 
during the occasional warm days of early spring.

Caterpillars are not likely to be found, except rarely, 
at this time of the year. To find pupae, that is the 
inactive immature form between the larva and adult, 
involves digging into the thick moss at the base of 
trees.

One of the first signs of bird activity in early spring 
is the movement of the rooks who favour old castles 
and buildings in ancient woodlands. Although there 
are no rooks in Morvern now, they can still be found 
not far away in Ardnamurchan and around Oban. The 
raven is even earlier, for its three to seven grey and 
green grey eggs are often laid by the end of February 
making it the first of all our breeding birds to sit.

Famed in legend and lore for its intelligence, size 
and appearance, ravens are found chiefly in remote 
areas and are one of the finest of all our Argyll birds. 
Its great size and voice distinguishes it from other 
members of the crow family. The raven’s plumage is 
completely black, though most of the feathers have a 
metallic, greenish sheen when seen in strong sunlight. 
Its strong beak is slightly curved and blunt at the end. 
The bird’s overall length is about 26 inches and its 
wing-span over three feet.

The raven is appreciated to the full when flying high 
over some bare corrie or sailing out from its cliff home 
over the sea. For all its dignity, ravens enjoy playing 
with their siblings, wheeling and turning hundreds of 
feet up, falling downwards, sometime upside down, 
with half-closed wings calling out ‘glok, glok’.

There is an old stone quarry in Morvern where, for at 
least the last 20 years, a pair of ravens have nested on a 
precarious ledge under a small overhang. 

On almost every occasion, just as the young are 
about to take wing, the nest falls to the ground under 
their weight. There they wait until the protective and 
fussing adults lead them on foot to higher ground 
from which they are able to launch themselves into 
the wind.

An even more remarkable piece of good timing is 
that round about the time the young are due to fly, the 
sun has risen to such a height above the horizon that 
it falls full onto the nest offering no shelter from its 
unrelenting rays. 

Truly, there is much more we have yet to learn and 
understand about nature and her ways.

Ravens are now protected but may, in exceptional 
cases, be shot under licence where they are found 
to be molesting sheep. They used to be persecuted 
by shepherds and crofters and although they have 
been known to kill sickly lambs, they chiefly feed on 
carrion, birds, rats, rabbits and other small mammals.  
Ravens are the dysons of the hills. 

Without them the ground would be littered with 
rotting carcases and other offal. Wild red deer are the 
chief providers of food for the raven; when they finally 
disappear from Morvern we will lose one of our most 
ancient and magnificent upland birds.

Other harbingers of spring are the wild goat kids 
which inhabit the rocks and sea-shore between Kin-
gairloch and Kilmalieu on Loch Linnhe’s north coast.  
They are born in February and this year, thanks to 
favourable weather, there have been fewer deaths than 
usual which augers well for the survival of this herd 
which is one of the oldest in Scotland.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Gorse brings a welcome splash of colour in early 
spring.

A HIGH-FLYING stu-
dent from Mull has been 
named Scotland’s winner 
at a prestigious national 
education award just 
months after being named 
Agricultural Student of 
the Year.

Mull farmer Claire 
Simonetta was among the 
British Education Awards 
(BEA) finalists, their 
families, teachers and 
supporters from Scotland, 
England, Northern Ire-
land and Wales who trav-
elled to attend the special 
occasion to honour their 
individual academic and 
extra-curricular achieve-
ments in a celebration of 
British education.

The inaugural BEA 
event took place at the 
Grand Connaught Rooms, 
Covent Garden, at the end 
of January and was hosted 
by BBC news presenter 
Sophie Long.

The 25-year-old student 
is currently in her fourth 
and final year of a BSc 
(Hons) degree in agri-
culture at SRUC’s Ayr 
campus, while helping run 
a beef and sheep hill farm 
on Mull with her partner.

Commenting on Ms 
Simonetta’s triumph at the 
awards, the BEA judging 
panel said: ‘The margins 

MEMBERS of the public will be able to view a collection 
of memorabilia associated with a nearby boat-building 
yard at the opening of Dunoon’s latest business premises 
tomorrow, Friday February 24.

The Fairmile Building has been developed by Highland 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) on Sandbank Business 
Park to attract new businesses and enable local firms to 
expand.

HIE has invested nearly £2 million in the new building, 
including £786,000 from the European Regional Devel-
opment Fund (ERDF).

The name of the building refers to the proud local his-
tory of Robertson’s Yard, where Fairmile Motor Boats 
were built during the Second World War.

British America’s Cup Challenger in 1958, ‘Sceptre’, 
was also built in the yard.

As this is an America’s Cup Year, there will be an 
exhibition at the opening of memorabilia provided by 
the Sceptre Preservation Society.

Members of Sceptre’s original 1958 crew and of the 
Robertson and Boyd families are also expected to 
attend.

The Fairmile Building is particularly targeted at com-
panies working in the financial and business services 
sector. It has already welcomed its first two tenants, BC 
Technologies and SAMTEQ Ltd.

Both companies had outgrown their premises and were 
unable to recruit more staff because of a lack of space. 
A move to the Fairmile Building allows them to expand 
and bring skilled employment to Dunoon.

Jennifer Nicoll, HIE area manager, said: ‘Skilled 
employment has been key to this area for more than 100 
years. The Fairmile Building offers excellent opportu-
nities for businesses to expand and develop new talent.

‘BC Technologies and SAMTEQ are excellent exam-
ples of this. 

The opening will showcase how the Fairmile Building 
can help businesses go further, as well as celebrating the 
heritage of ‘Sceptre’ and Robertson’s Yard.’

The opening will take place on the afternoon of Friday 
February 24 and the building will be open to the public 
between 1pm and 3pm.

The Fairmile Building in Dunoon.

MOTOCROSS rider Euan Sim, eight, from Taynuilt 
recently attended the Scottish Auto Cycle Union’s annual 
presentation of prizes where he received the 2016 Scottish 
Youth D Trials Championship trophy and the 2016 Scot-
tish Youth D Oset Championship trophy. Euan has also 
secured sponsorship from Oset Bikes for the 2017 season 
which starts in April. He will be representing Scotland dur-
ing the British rounds this year and has been busy training 
during the winter at the Bob MacGregor Trials Academy 
in Dunlop, Ayrshire.

Euan with his trophy.

TAYNUILT Highland Games needs committee mem-
bers.

Anyone who would like to become involved should 
email Alan at hawthornbank2@gmail.com or call 01866 
822938.

ALISON MACCORQUODALE welcomed everyone to 
Appin Hall for the 25th Appin SWI annual quiz night on 
Friday February 3.

Alison handed over to president Doreen Evans, who 
was question master for the evening.

After five rounds of questions, everything stopped for 
tea and, suitably refreshed, it was on with the second 
half.

While the scores were being counted, the raffle was 
drawn, after which results were announced. The win-
ning team was Sheila Lawrie, Marian Steeman, Sandy 
Lawrie and Richard Bourne. Runners up – Pat Wyeth 
Webb, Jessie MacKenzie, Catriona MacKenzie and 
Helen Downie.

Alison thanked everyone who had helped make it such 
an enjoyable evening, with special thanks to Doreen and 
Roger for compiling the quiz. A total of £270 was raised 
for institute funds.

On Thursday February 9, members enjoyed an excel-
lent dinner and social evening at Creagan Inn.

EVERYONE is invited to a free public meeting to learn 
more about Brexit. 

There will be a series of short presentations followed 
by a general discussion at the event in Stornoway Town 
Hall on Thursday February 28 from 6pm to 8pm.

The speakers will be Dr Eilidh Macphail, Lews Castle 
College (University of the Highlands and Islands) and 
Professor Michael Keating from the Centre on Con-
stitutional Change. The chairperson will be Murray 
Macleod, West Highland Free Press.

Tea and coffee will be available from 5.30pm.

LUING’S amateur drama 
group is ready to tread the 
boards with a new comedy 
featuring a fictional island 
charity shop which is facing 
a crisis.

A new young chief ex-
ecutive officer has been 
appointed by the charity, 
with plans to update the 
shops and make them more 
market-oriented.

The cast of Luing Amateur Drama Group’s play The Volunteers during rehearsals.

APPIN folk turned out in their droves to a fundraising 
concert in Appin Village Hall and donated £1,120 to two 
local causes.

Appin’s Big Night Out, held last Saturday, featured the 
bands Sutherland’s Groove, SB Rhythm and Blues Band 
and Rough Edges, solo singers Lora MacLeod and Moira 
Thomson and the Trish McKay Highland Dancers.

The funds will be split between Port Appin Village Hall 
and a project to set up an outdoor classroom at Strath of 
Appin Primary School.

Such was the success of the event, organisers Charlie 
Rogers, Kirsty McQueen, Lindsay Muir and Julie Weir 
are considering another Appin’s Big Night Out towards the 
end of summer.

Appin

Taynuilt

Stornoway

Dunoon

Luing

The shop manager and 
volunteers are not happy 
and challenge the planned 
changes. As well as deal-
ing with some eccentric 
customers, the volunteers 
discover a secret, which 
turns the tables in dramatic 
fashion.

The play, called Volunteers 
will be staged on Friday 
February 24 and Saturday 
February 25 in Cullipool 
Hall.

The play is light-hearted 
and for all ages. The ten 
members of the cast all live 
on Luing and have been 
rehearsing for weeks. Tick-
ets are selling fast so early 
booking is advised.

The opening night is on 
Friday February 24 starting 
at 7pm and there are two 
more performances on 
Saturday February 25 at 
2.30pm and 7pm.

Tickets are £5 for adults 
and £3 for children and can 
be bought from the Isle of 
Luing shop  - the real one 
at Cullipool - or reserved by 
telephoning 01852 314094.

Curtain up on new comedy drama 

Motocross success for Euan

were tight but Claire 
impressed the judges 
with her extensive list of 
achievements and the lead 
role she is taking within 
an already challenging 
industry, but particularly 
as a female and the 
additional trials this may 
bring. Already she is mak-
ing a significant difference 
– being sought out to 
educate both those within 
the industry and within 
the wider community on 
agricultural practices and 
activities. In this position 
she is already influencing 
the future direction of 

agriculture, not only in 
Scotland but potentially 
globally, and marking out 
a vitally important role for 
women as she does so.

‘The active and support-
ive role she takes within 
her community and the 
overall wider sense of 
responsibility to the in-
dustry she displays is also 
admirable. 

‘Her commitment has 
surpassed academia and 
Claire is an example of the 
power of education and 
the opportunities it can 
bring to not only have a 
satisfying and fruitful ca-
reer as an individual, but 
to drive change and make 
a significant difference in 
our world.’

Dr Jan Connell, senior 
tutor and programme 
leader for agriculture at 
SRUC Ayr, said: ‘This is 
another fantastic achieve-
ment for Claire and so 
deserving. 

‘Claire excels in 
everything she puts 
her mind to and we are 
fortunate she is a student 
with us at Ayr. We have 
thoroughly enjoyed having 
Claire as a student. It is 
rewarding when we see 
the hard work of students 
and teaching staff being 
recognised in this way.’

Claire with her award.

Appin

Appin singer Moira Thomson was accompanied for her 
rendition of Wonderful Tonight.

High-fl ying Mull student 
wins top education award

Colin will be in the following during the next few weeks. 
Friday 24th February Oban and surrounding areas
Thursday 2nd March Appin hustings
Friday 3rd March Mull & Iona
Saturday 4th March Creich Hall, Isle of  Mull
Monday 6th March Oban and surrounding areas
Tuesday 7th Marc Colonsay
Wednesday 8th March Ariundle Centre, Strontian
Thursday 9th March Acharacle and surrounding area
Friday 10th March Oban and surrounding areas

      VOTE FOR COLIN TODAY
Look out for the voting paper and return 
immediately , it only takes � ve minutes 
and in return for your vote you will receive 
another � ve years of dedicated service.

Cailean MacUlarig
Do Ghuth ann an  Croiteireachd

Colin Kennedy 
Your voice in Crofting

The candidate to continue 
representing Argyll and 
Lochaber who will ensure your 
voice is heard above others 
within the heart of Crofting.
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Lunch with a view at 
The Deck, Isle of Eriska

Tel: 01631 720371   
Email: o�  ce@eriska-hotel.co.uk
Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk
Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD

All locals get 

10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 

*

Winter Opening Hours
Open daily for lunch except Tuesdays. Pre-booking advised. 
For bookings or enquiries contact us on 01631 720371
*Proof of address within 15 miles to receive discount

It’s made 
the whole 
project 
unviable ”

Shaun Corrigan
Corrigan Contractors

TIMESLINE

LOCHABER Rotary Club 
has awarded its highest acco-
lade to its first lady president.

Sheana Fraser, who was pres-
ident in 2012, was presented 
with a Paul Harris Fellowship 
at the club’s business lunch last 
Wednesday. 

Now chairwoman of Linnhe 
Leisure, which runs the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William, Ms 
Fraser became only the 13th 
club member in its 67-year 
history to be recognised in 
this way. She was awarded for 
her ‘substantial and unstinting 

contribution to the work of 
the club and to the Lochaber 
community’. 

The former president is the 
inspiration behind the club’s 
Lochaber Christmas Festival 
held annually in the Nevis 
Centre. 

Current president Paula 
Ross said it was ‘the highlight 
of her presidential year and an 
honour to convey the club’s 
recognition of Sheana’s out-
standing commitment to the 
club and to the community’.

On accepting her award 

Ms Fraser said: ‘The festival 
involves a lot of people, it’s not 
just me.’

A Rotary member for nine 
years, she said that the festival 
has been one of its biggest 
achievements, adding: ‘It’s the 
biggest events in Lochaber 
before Christmas. We don’t 
charge for entry so it’s a real 
community event.’ 

She added she was pleased 
Ferguson Transport and Ship-
ping had pledged to continue 
its generous support for the 
next few years.

Sheana Fraser, left, receives her award from president Paula Ross. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Highest Rotary accolade for past president

Businessman pulls plug on hydro 
plan in wake of rates hike shock 
ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

FORT WILLIAM’S Job Centre 
Plus is to share premises with 
the Highland Council when 
it moves to new o�  ces on 
Achintore Road.

At least 50 centres are being 
merged with local authorities 
as part of plans to reform 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) Job Centre 
Plus o�  ces and bene� t centres 
as 20 per cent of o�  ce space 
is being under-used. This is 
partly due to more people 
accessing services online and 
UK employment rates being 
at an all-time high. The DWP 
stressed that as this is a re-lo-
cation, rather than a closure, 
there should be no loss of jobs 
or services. It is not yet known 
when the move will happen 
but work is currently ongoing 
on the new council o�  ces.

TRAFFIC was brought to a 
standstill in Fort William on 
Tuesday afternoon (Febru-
ary 21) following a medical 
incident involving a man in 
his 30s.

A Scottish Ambulance Ser-
vice spokesperson said: ‘We 
received a call at 2.10pm to 
attend an incident near the 
Nevis Bank roundabout.

‘We dispatched one ambu-
lance and an o�  cer to the 
scene. One male patient in 
his 30s was taken to Belford 
Hospital, Fort William.’

Police Scotland con� rmed 
o�  cers attended the scene 
to control tra�  c. One lane 
was re-opened just before 
3pm, with the other opening 
shortly afterwards.

A LOCHABER businessman 
has revealed he will not be 
continuing with plans for a new 
hydro-power scheme in Ardgour 
after a shock rise in business 
rates was announced.

Owner of Corrigan Contrac-
tors, Shaun Corrigan, who 
planned to build two new hydro 
schemes in Ardgour told The 
Oban Times he won’t be putting 
in a planning application for the 
project after businesses rates 
were revealed.

Mr Corrigan, who lives in Ar-
dgour and has had his contract-
ing business for 10 years, said 
the schemes would have created 
enough renewable energy to 
power up to 1,000 homes with 
green energy.

The last project Mr Corrigan 
worked on cost £2.2 million, 
creating 22 jobs for the duration 
of the project, 12 of which were 
maintained. His latest develop-
ment would have cost around 
£3.5 million and created at least 
the same number of jobs.

Mr Corrigan said: ‘We have 
spent tens of thousands of 
pounds  in the last year to get to 
the planning stage, but now the 
businesses rates have come out 
it’s just made the whole project 
unviable. We were about to go 
to planning, but we have had to 
reconsider the whole project.

‘We don’t know exactly how 
much our rates would have been, 
but it would have been about 30 
per cent of the station’s turno-
ver. No businesses can stand up 
to being taxed on their turnover.

‘We have sent letters to all the 
local MSPs because we are not 
your usual businesses building 

a hydro scheme. We are a 
local company which employs 
local people. The hydro scheme 
would stabilise our business and 
ensure long-term employment 
of local people. We won’t go to 
planning on this project unless 
we see a radical change in the 
proposed rates.’

On Tuesday, finance secretary 
Derek Mackay reported increas-
es will be capped at 12.5 per 
cent through the creation of a 
new national relief scheme.

He said: ‘Hospitality busi-
nesses, such as hotels and pubs, 
across Scotland will see rises 
capped at no more than 12.5 per 
cent, recognising the concerns 
that have been raised with me 
over the scale of the increases 
and the valuation methodology.’

Companies working in the 
renewables sector, including 
hydro schemes, are also said to 
be receiving further support.

Adrian Laycock of Adrian 
Laycock Ltd Consulting Engi-
neers, which builds and designs 
hydro schemes, said: ‘The rates 
the government are proposing 
are disastrous. They will kill off 
hydro schemes.

‘We are affected because if our 
clients go out of business we will 
too. Some clients have already 

cancelled plans with us because 
of the businesses rates. Some 
firms are facing a 600 per cent 
increase.

‘The government keeps saying 
it wants people to produce more 
green energy, but this is going 
about it the completely wrong 
way.’

Mr Laycock’s company has 
designed and built two hyrdo 
schemes in Glenfinnan and had 
plans in the pipeline to work on 
another, but the clients pulled 
out after hearing about the pos-
sible rise in business rates.

He said: ‘I employ six high-
ly-qualified engineers and if half 
of my clients go out of business 
my staff will too. What an earth 
is the government playing at?’

In response to The Oban Times 
article last Thursday, owner of 
the Tavern restaurant in Fort 
William, John MacLennan, said 
his businesses could be facing a 
51 per cent increase.

‘We are facing a ridiculous 
51 per cent increase in our 
businesses rates compared to 
Tesco, more than likely the 
most profitable shop in the High 
Street, which is getting a 45 per 
cent reduction.

‘We have no option but to pass 
these costs on to our customers 
to ensure the job security of our 
current staff.’

Councillor Ben Thompson 
said: ‘I’m extremely concerned 
the business rate revaluation 
unfairly penalises tourism and 
renewables in particular. Both 
are very important to the Loch-
aber economy. I know of several 
businesses that are considering 
reducing their opening times, or 
cutting back on staffing levels, to 
lower their rates bills. We should 
not be imposing a tax hike that 
penalises jobs.’

Job centre tie-in 
with council 

Medical incident 
halts Fort tra�  c 
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NOW DELIVERING NEWS 
7 DAYS A WEEK ONLINE

Subscribe from
as little as

per week 56p



The Oban Times o�  cially 
launches its new website this 

week, bringing you local news 
online seven days a week

Users can subscribe for as little as 56p per week 
and as well as seven-day access to up-to-date news 
via the website, they also have access to a digital 
version of the newspaper on a Thursday. The site is 
suitable for mobile and tablet use, too.

Keith McIntyre, group operations director for 
owners Wyvex Media Group, explained: ‘We 
recognise that we need to o� er the people of Argyll 
& Bute and Lochaber a choice in how they consume 
their news, so we decided to completely overhaul 
our site and improve access to local news.’

He added: ‘The new online service o� ers amazing 
value – 56p for full access to local daily news on 
the website plus a digital edition every week. 

The weekly printed paper alone costs 85p and is 
available every Thursday.’

The Oban Times team, led by editor Susan 
Windram, decided that the time was right to 
completely overhaul the way news was delivered 
to the local community. 

Susan said: ‘We are delighted that readers no 
longer have to wait until Thursday for their local 
news.  Our journalists are excited that they can now 
deliver their news stories immediately to online 
subscribers. Meanwhile, content such as breaking 
news, tra�  c news and weather disruption will not 
be behind a paywall. The whole process has been 
a lot of hard work, but we believe it will be more 
than worth it.’

The website was built with the assistance of 
publishers DC Thomson, and Keith added: ‘Working 
with DC Thomson has been a great collaborative 
experience. Like Wyvex, they are a family run 
business – albeit much larger – and really 
understood what we were trying to achieve.’

The website launch is being supported by an 
extensive social media marketing campaign based 
on the hashtag #OT7DAYS, as well as in-paper and 
radio campaigns. 

Trainee journalist at The Oban Times, David 
McPhee (left), is the star of the campaign’s short 50- 
second � lm where he explains, using hand-written 
white boards, what #OT7DAYS is all about. 

For several weeks, the hashtag has been promoted 
without any explanation until today, February 23.

To see David’s � lm and to � nd out how you can 
subscribe, visit www.obantimes.co.uk/7days.  
 
To celebrate the launch of the campaign, 
The Oban Times is also giving away 
prizes every day for seven days. 

See below for more details or visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/7dayscomp.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Delivering news to where you are

FRIDAY

Enter to win a VIP cinema pass to 10 
screenings at Oban Phoenix Cinema and 

sit in the best seats in the house! 
Worth £95. www.obanphoenix.com 01631 
562905. Competition opens for entries at 
00:01 tomorrow (Friday February 24) and 

closes at midnight, February 24, 2017. 

THURSDAY

Win a four course table d’hote meal in 
Loch Melfort’s 2 AA Rosette Asknish Bay 
restaurant, with views overlooking the 

sea. Worth £84. Must be used before 
end of November 2017. Over 18s only. 

www.lochmelfort.co.uk . 01852 200 233. 
Competition opens for entries at 00:01 

today (Thursday February 23) and closes at 
midnight, February 23, 2017.

Win a 4 course 

meal for 2 at 

Loch Melfort 

Hotel, Arduaine

For two guests, enter to win a day access to 
the stunning Spa & Leisure Experience at 

Portavadie. Relax on the shores of Loch Fyne 
with indoor and outdoor pools, spa pools, a 

hydro pool, sauna, steam room and a beautiful 
relaxation area overlooking the water. Prize 
valid until August 23, 2017.  Treatments not 
included.  Visit www.portavadie.com, 01700 

811075. Competition opens for entries at 
00:01, Sunday February 26 and closes at 

midnight, February 26, 2017. 

TUESDAY

Treat yourself to toys, electrical goods, 
sports equipment, jewellery - the list 

goes on - with a £50 shopping voucher 
to spend at Argos.   Competition 

opens for entries at 00:01, Tuesday 
February 28 and closes at midnight, 

February 28, 2017. 

MONDAY

Win a 70cl bottle of Ben Nevis 10-year-old 
single west highland malt (46%) worth 

£32.50, courtesy of Ben Nevis Distillery, Fort 
William. Over 18s only. Must be able to collect 

in person from The Oban Times o�  ce, High 
Street, Fort William. www.bennevisdistillery.
com. 01397 702476. Competition opens for 
entries at 00:01, Monday February 27 and 

closes at midnight, February 27, 2017. 

Win a bottle 

of Ben Nevis 

Whisky, 

2 up for grabs

WEDNESDAY

One lucky reader will get to read The Oban Times 
online on a brand new Fire Tablet with 7” display 
screen, Wi-Fi, 8GB memory and more. Retail price 

£49.99. Competition opens for entries at 00:01, 
Wednesday March 1 and closes at midnight, 
March 1, 2017. Prize given away on behalf of 
Wyvex Media Ltd. Amazon is not a sponsor of 

this competition. 

Win a
Fire Tablet

SUNDAY

PRIZES EVERY DAY THIS WEEK

Enter online at: www.obantimes.co.uk/7dayscomp

To celebrate the launch of 
The Oban Times’ 7-day online 
news service, the newspaper 

is giving away prizes 

EVERY DAY for 7 days.

To enter online and for full 
competition terms and 

conditions visit:

www.obantimes.co.uk/
7dayscomp

WINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWIN PRIZES EVERY DAY THIS WEEKWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWINWIN

Win a Leisure 
& Spa 

Experience at 

Portavadie

Win a VIP 

cinema pass 

worth £95

SATURDAY

For a family of four, enter to win a day’s Leisure 
Experience at Portavadie, Loch Fyne, followed 

by pizza lunch in the Leisure Café. Enjoy 
poolside fun, indoor and outdoor. Relax in the 
in� nity pool and drink in the views across Loch 

Fyne to Arran. Afterwards tuck into a stone-
baked pizza lunch at the Leisure Café. Valid 

until August 23, 2017. Worth £90. Visit 
www.portavadie.com 01700 811075. 

Competition opens for entries at 00:01, 
Saturday February 25 and closes at midnight, 

February 25, 2017. 

Win a family 
Leisure 

Experience at 

Portavadie

Win a 
£50 Argos
 voucher

Win aWin aWin a
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Days gone by – Argyllshire Gathering

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

This week we turn back the clock to the parade to the Argyllshire Gathering in 1991. How many of the faces in this 
great photograph do you recognise?

Social media

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

It is a hard fact of life that we must all pay taxes. It is the 
price we pay to live in a civilised society where services 

are provided for us.
However, the level of taxes we are asked to contribute 

must be fair and sustainable. So it must be obvious to 
anyone who has been following the highly controversial 
plan to review non-domestic (or business) rates that the 
proposed new demands were neither fair nor sustainable.

The system used to assess how much each company 
must pay is, it is fair to say, convoluted and complex (see 
page five), and busi nesses, particularly in the hospitality 
sector, have been in touch to say they fear they will be 
forced to close their business unless the new levy is 

reduced. Considering how heavily Argyll and the Isles 
depends on tourism, it is a serious concern. 

Derek Mackay’s announcement on Tuesday offering a 
new national relief for small businesses, capping tax in-
creases for hotels at 12.5 per cent, has gone some way to 
alleviating that worry. But the fight does not stop there, 
because the relief is only for one year, until the Barclay 
report is published in July and the Scottish Government 
has time to assess the findings.

At a time when the local economy is doing well – espe-
cially tourism – it makes no sense to bring in swingeing 
increases in business rates. The Scottish Government 
must think very carefully about this review.

Communication is 
crucial for council
Sir,
I was left speechless by the story on your 
front page last week (‘Councillors plea 
for end to criticisms on social media’, 
The Oban Times, February 16).

I can only assume there is some sort 
of award for the most archaic and out 
of touch local authority and this story 
was a stunning attempt by some of our 
councillors to claim this accolade.

Ignoring issues raised on social 
media is an attitude that belongs in the 
past. Social media is a fantastic tool for 
community engagement; something 
that we are repeatedly told our council 
is committed to. 

When the ‘traditional’ methods 
of contacting Argyll and Bute Council 
deliver no results, social media can be 
the catalyst for change.

I have first-hand experience of this 
with a bin issue on Iona. After email 
had ended with the standard result of 
nothing happening, a Twitter exchange 
between residents, councillors and 
myself eventually led to the solution.

In regards to the Soroba bins problem, 
did our councillors refuse to act out of 
spite or as some sort of crusade against 
the increased use of social media? They 
were aware of the problem, had enough 
time to see there were 61 comments, 
had enough time to take offence at crit-
icisms, had enough time to discuss the 
matter with your newspaper and yet we 
are to believe that they somehow did 
not have a few seconds to write a quick 
response on the Facebook post.

Surely any tool that makes it easier to 
interact with our elected representatives 
should be embraced and encouraged.

There is hypocrisy in this story, too. 
The council’s Twitter page is often used 
to publicise ‘good news’ stories and 
councillors promote the good job they 
are doing via their own social media 
accounts. I am happy for our council-
lors to demonstrate the good work they 
do but you cannot have one without 
the other. Criticism is healthy and the 
residents of Argyll and Bute have every 
right to criticise their councillors.

There is a downside to open forums 
such as Facebook and Twitter which is 
that it opens us all up to abuse and har-
assment, which should not be tolerated.

For Argyll and Bute to have a healthy, 
robust and effective council, all ave-
nues of interaction, communication, 
engagement and accountability must be 
utilised. That means telephone, written 
mail, electronic mail, social media, sur-
geries or even a discussion in the street.

I would be willing to return to carrier 
pigeon if I thought it would help my 
voice be heard.

Cameron Anson,
Fionnphort, Isle of Mull.

Councillors and the 
use of social media
Sir,
Congratulations to The Oban Times 
for highlighting the shift in local de-
mocracy brought about by social media 
(‘Councillors plea for end to criticisms 
on social media’, The Oban Times, 
February 16). 

Now apparently, when residents want 
to complain about a problem they go 
first to their favourite social media site 

to express their frustration. Previously, 
they would have got onto their local 
councillor for the area but, unfortu-
nately, it is not possible for a councillor 
to monitor the social media sites of 
each individual resident in their ward.

With regard to the problems with 
refuse collection in Soroba, it seems 
from your report that the internet 
was awash with complaints before it 
reached the attention of local Council-
lor Mary-Jean Devon. 

Once she was aware of the issues she 
took immediate action to address the 
problem. The lesson is that residents 
can criticise the council over a problem 
on social media, which is probably all 
that some people actually want to do, 
but if you really want something done 
about it you should contact your local 
councillor. 

Each councillor has an email address 
and some of them have a Facebook 
page. Sadly, social media seems to 
bring out the nasty side of some users 
and councillors have to put up with 
uncalled for abuse, an unfortunate 
by-product of being in the public arena.

Actually, the front page article the 
week before (February 9) concerned 
the same problem about bin collections 
in Soroba and that article describes 
how local Councillor Roddy McCuish 
had become involved on behalf of local 
residents.

David Pollard,
Salen, Isle of Mull.

FOI investigations 
need to go further
Sir,
Thank you for publishing the details 
of my Freedom of Information (FOI) 
request in the article on page four 
(‘SEPA did not advise council’, The 
Oban Times, February 16).

I have just submitted another FOI 
request to Argyll and Bute Council 
asking for:

1. The names of the Argyll and Bute 
Council officers who supposedly spoke 
to SEPA employees.

2. The dates these conversations took 
place.

3. The names of the SEPA employees 
they spoke to (the council officers have 
to ask for someone at SEPA by name).

4. Details of the full report by council 
officers stating that it was safe to 
implement the three-weekly general 
waste bin collection service.

At the Argyll and Bute Council 
meeting on June 30 (https://www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/moderngov/docu-
ments/g7140/Printed%20minutes%20
T hu r sday %2 0 3 0 -Ju n-2 016%2 0
10.00%20Argyll%20and%20Bute%20
Council.pdf?T=1), where under Item 
18 the report by the executive director, 
who I assume is Pippa Milne, has con-
veniently been hidden from view and it 
should make interesting reading.

Argyll and Bute Council has a poor 
track record when it comes to supply-
ing the correct information to FOI 
requests.

A council taxpayer from Tayinloan 
recently received incorrect informa-
tion regarding his FOI about repairs 
at Tayinloan pier and I received a pack 
of lies regarding a FOI request I made 
several years ago regarding street 
lighting repairs on Islay.

Douglas W Tott,
Islay.

Cleansing workers 
are under-valued
Sir,
While out voluntary litter-picking in 
the Oban area , I happened upon a 2ltr 
plastic bottle nearly full of urine, 30 
feet from a house alongside the main 
road into Oban , which some man had 
discarded and left in full view from the 
oblivious  passing traffic.

This was a disgusting act but also 
disgusting to find and pick up in the 
clearing of litter on what is a beautiful 
route into the gateway to the isles, 
Oban.

Our street cleaners and binmen 
could probably tell of umpteen similar 
stories on a daily basis no doubt. They 
carry out work that is full of bio-haz-
ards and they are so easy to knock but 
many people and volunteers are out 
there working all hours, in all weathers, 
day in day out, and I believe they are un-
der-valued and under-appreciated.

Stephen Jones,
Burnside Place, Millpark, Oban.

Simplistic view of 
Glencoe massacre
Sir,
Concerning the piece in last week’s 
Oban Times headlined ‘Glencoe 
massacre remembered 325 years on’, 
I should like to offer an alternative 
to the simplistic and inaccurate open-
ing paragraph mentioning the ‘massa-
cre of MacDonalds by Campbells in 
Glencoe’.

The massacre was clearly a dread-
ful breach of Highland hospitality, 
brutal and cruel, but, for the sake of 
accuracy, the first paragraph could 
have read ‘massacre of MacDonalds 
by a detachment of regular British 
soldiers acting under orders given by 
a Scottish Secretary [John Dalrym-
ple] and sanctioned by a Dutch King 
[William]’.

It is true to say there was Campbell 
involvement in the lead up to and dur-
ing the massacre. John Campbell, Earl 
of Breadalbane, negotiated with clan 
chiefs loyal to the exiled Stuart King 
James to try to convince them not to 
hesitate in offering their required oath 
of allegiance to King William, rather 
than waiting for formal permission to 
be sent from James in France.

The company of regular British sol-
diers were commanded by Robert 
Campbell of Glenlyon. Glenlyon was 
ordered to billet his men with the Mac-
Donalds at Glencoe and await orders.

He had no idea of the real reason for 
his soldiers stay at Glencoe until his or-
ders came through from Fort William 
late on February 12, 1692. The order 
threatened to treat Glenlyon as ‘not 
true to King or government’ if he did 
not act as ordered.

Two officers refused to lead the kill-
ings and were arrested and it is thought 
that when the soldiers became aware of 
their orders, some of them helped the 
MacDonalds to escape by deliberately 
firing wide.

Such an important and tragic 
event in Scottish history should not 
be simplified to a Disneyesque view of 
‘evil Campbells killed lots of MacDon-
alds’.

Rod Campbell,
Lossit, Benderloch.

THA AN DÀRNA MÌOS den 
bhliadhna gu bhith seachad agus gu 
ruige seo co-dhiù ‘s e fìor dheagh 
gheamhradh a th’ air a bhith againn! 
Gu dearbh tha an aimsir air a bhith cho 
tlàth is gun robh caraid ag ràdh rium ‘s 
e ri spòrs (tha mi a’ smaointinn!) gun 
robh e am beachd buntàta a chur!

Chan eil e na iongnadh ge-tà gum bheil 
cuid a’ rabhadh nach eil an geamhradh 
seachad agus gum faodadh droch 
shìde agus sneachda tighinn cruaidh 
oirnn fhathast, ach ged a tha sin ceart 
tha sinn air stairsich an earraich agus 
an latha a’ sìneadh is sunnd dhaoine a’ 
togail às ùr.

Saoilidh mi gum bheil fiù ‘s na h-eòin 
bheaga air am mealladh leis an tlàths 
is iad a’ ceilearadh is a’ nochdadh ùidh 
neadachaidh.

Seo an t-àm den bhliadhna aig am b’ 
àbhaist dha daoine bhith bruidhinn air 
“crainnteachd (neo crainntidheachd) 
an earraich”. Bho thoiseach a’ Ghear-
rain bhiodh dùil ri gaoth fhuar bhon ear 
a thiormaicheadh an talamh, agus le 
beagan reothaidh an cois sin bha cùise-
an mòran na b’ fhasa airson innearadh.

Bha sin gu sònraichte fìor dhan 
fheadhainn a bhiodh ag obair le eich 
is cairtean is na cuibhlichean caola 
cartach cho buailteach gearradh tro 
uachdar na talmhainn is a dhol am 
bogadh. Gu dearbh bha an aon rud 
fìor fiù ‘s nuair a thòisich tractaran air 
nochdadh air croitean, ach bha a’ 
chrainnteachd a’ mairsinn beagan 
sheachdainean anns an àbhaist agus 
bhiodh obair-deasachaidh an earraich 
dèanta gu sgiobalta glan ri linn na tio-
rmachd.

Ach càit’ an deach crainnteachd an 
earraich? Chan eil cuimhn’ agam cuin 
a chunnacas beagan sheachdainean de 
thiormachd den t-seòrsa aig an àm seo 
den bhliadhna, agus gu cinnteach tha 
sin na dhearbhadh eile air mar a tha an 
aimsir againn ag atharrachadh.

Ach ma ghabhas samhla dèanamh 
leis tha gun teagamh crainnteachd 
gu math fuar agus goirt a’ bualadh 
a-rithist air buill, luchd-obrach, agus 
luchd-pàighidh chìsean chomhairlean 
na dùthcha. Ged a thàinig crìoch air 
an reothadh a chuir an riaghaltas air 
cìsean comhairle Alba agus ged a 

dh’fhaodas iad suas gu trì sa cheud de 
dh’àrdachadh a chur an sàs, feumaidh 
iad fhathast a rèir choltais an tuilleadh 
ghearraidhean millteach a dhèanamh 
nan cuid sheirbheisean.

Leis a’ mhòr-chuid againn gu bhith a’ 
pàigheadh barrachd airson nas lugha 
de sheirbheis bho riaghaltas ionadail 
agus nàiseanta cha b’ iongnadh cuid a 
bhith a’ faighneachd càit am bheil am 
fàsgadh seo dol a chrìochnachadh. Am 
bheil latha a’ tighinn far am bi a h-uile 
seirbheis gan ruith à Dùn Èideann?

OLDER people will recall cold dry 
periods during February and March 
much valued by crofters and farmers for 
early spring work, but the fact that this 
is a mere memory is further evidence 
of climate change. As Scotland’s local 
government members, employees and 
taxpayers experience the uncertainty of 
further cuts, it is little wonder that some 
are now asking if all services will ulti-
mately be managed from Edinburgh.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There was, unsurprisingly perhaps, 
a spirited response to the news that 
Argyll and Bute Council is to raise 
council tax by three per cent.
Yvie-Yvonne Young asked: ‘Where does 
the council tax we pay at the moment 
actually go, never mind bloody hiking 
it up!! Council run services are at an all 
time low to a detriment of everyone’s 
health & wellbeing, young & old! Get 
rid of the buggers that are on the high 
salaries that do hee-haw, instead of 
penalising the front line workers who 
keep the wheels of industry turning!’

Campbell Reid suggested: ‘Get rid of 
all the fat cats and all the hangers on 
who don’t know what they are doing, 
then ask the people what is the reason 
they are so much in debt.’
Kevin Macdougall posted: ‘I think we 
should stop paying council tax until all 
services are improved!!!!’
Alistair Reid countered: ‘Let’s put 
things into perspective. On average 
it’s only going to be a couple of pound 
a week extra, hardly life changing 
amount of money. If it helps pay for 
vital services them am all for it.’

James Strang wrote: They have a 
bloody cheek we pay more than 
enough in taxes locally and nationally 
for our services and it aint much of a 
service.’
Allan Strang Jnr said simply: ‘Two 
� ngers up to that.’
Sandy Rokitta wondered: ‘That’s � ne 
but what do we get for the money not 
value????’
Colin Cooper wrote: ‘First spend they 
should spend wiser before raising the 
tax.’
Thomas Shaw said: ‘Absolute Disgrace.’

Hebridean seafaring 
men of the world
 
WE LIVE on a shrinking planet and 
are increasingly connected constantly 
to the ways of life, politics, opinions, 
customs, crimes and what is being 
eaten for breakfast in any corner of 
the globe that can access the internet.

This sudden disappearance of geo-
graphical barriers is one of the biggest 
cultural changes the world has ever 
seen.

However, for far longer than Face-
book has been dominating our days, 
the West Coast of Scotland – and 
particularly the Islands of the Hebri-
des – have been in close and contin-
ual contact with countries across the 
world.

This was, of course, not via mass 
media communications but through 
the thousands of seamen who left 
their island homes to travel the 
oceans aboard the ships of the 
merchant navy.

This meant that, while the Scottish 
islands were geographically isolated, 
they were in many ways better con-
nected to the wider world than most 
urban centres. The sheer numbers of 
men travelling the globe relative to 
the total populations of their islands 
was huge.

A friend of mine from Barra told me 
that when his father left school in the 

late 1950s, of 43 boys in his class, 40 
went to sea. This was typical through-
out the Hebrides at the time and the 
outward-looking and non-parochial 
attitude of the people in these parts is 
largely down to this.

My father spent 15 years at sea, and 
the stories he used to tell relating to 
this time and his worldly-wise attitude 
that resulted from it had a lasting 
effect on me.

The below lyrics are from a 
MacPhail/Robertson song that was 
inspired by these stories and these 
seafaring men of the world.

Ocean of the Free

The sailors of the Hebrides, they 
rule the ocean breeze
Their anchor weighed, they work 
their trade upon the seven seas.
Captains, boatswains, engineers, 
their skill and craft they ply -
The merchant navy island men 
are seamen till they die.
 
From the harbours of Vancouver 
to San Francisco Bay,
Down the western coast of Chile, 
round Cape Horn they sail away;
Across the South Atlantic, 
through violent wave and squall
Up the coast of Madagascar to 
the dark Bay of Bengal.
 Chorus
Heave away, heave away, on the 
ocean of the free

The island men set sail again, the 
heroes of the sea.
 
Three times round the world 
before turning twenty-one,
Loneliness and hardship lived, 
but comradeship and fun,
Tales of pilfered cargo and wild 
times when ashore
From the moonshine of Alaska 
to the lights of Singapore.
 
I recall the great excitement as 
the stories would unfurl
Other places, other races and a 
wide view of the world.
These men who tramp the waves 
bring education to us all,
A richness of perspective and an 
outlook never small.
 
From Rio de Janeiro to the Gulf 
of Mexico,
Past the warm coast of Cuba to 
the frozen north they’ll go;
By the Faroe Islands, the 
Northern Lights will dance
Through the icy Arctic waters to 
the shelter of Murmansk.
 
On the reefers and the tankers 
and the great container ships -
You’ll always find a sailor with 
Gaelic on his lips.
The coasters and the ferries, the 
supply boats and the tugs
The finest seamen of them all - 
the sea is in their blood.
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Sacrifi ce made at Druid’s Seat 
reaps no earthly benefi ts ... yet
YOU cannot move for druids 
on the winter solstice at Stone-
henge, but if you are a shy kind 
of druid, looking for a pagan 
ceremony off the beaten track, 
why not try Kilninver?

Out of curiosity, early(ish) one 
morning, I made a pilgrimage to 
the Druid’s Seat: a chair carved 
thousands of years ago into a 
rocky outcrop below the Toad 
of Lorn, just before the Bridge 
Over the Atlantic to Seil.

Anyone sitting in the Druid’s 
Seat at dawn on the shortest 
day, December 21, is lit by the 
sun rising through a natural 
col in Raera Hill across Loch 
Seil, and, it is theorised, Bronze 
Age tribes used the chair as a 
calendar to calculate the date of 
the winter solstice.

In view below on the fertile 
plateau of Duachy (Gaelic for 
‘meeting place’), lie four stand-
ing stones (though only one now 
still stands), which also line 

up with the summer solstice. 
During the winter solstice, the 
sun reflects off the chair, clearly 
visible from the standing stones.

All, it appears, are carved 
from a basalt dyke running 
down the hill, with apparent cut 
marks in the seam above the 

chair, and a discarded standing 
stone littering the croft below.

Today the landscape is empty 
save for ruminants, but, like so 

many now remote corners of 
Argyll, there are signs of mil-
lennia of human inhabitation, 
from a Bronze Age village by 
Dubh (black) Loch, and an Iron 
Age crannog on Loch Seil.

The chair, or more accurately 
throne, measuring 0.8m wide by 
0.5m deep, with a comfortable 
cushion of soil, grass and sheep 
droppings, and smoothed for 
the back of the knees, sits at the 
centre of a natural amphitheatre.

When Christianity came to 
Lorn, displacing – or, rather, 
absorbing – the local pagan 
Celtic religion, the Druid’s Seat 
was named St Brendan’s Seat,  
after Brendan the Navigator, 
the patron saint of mariners, 
elderly adventurers, whales and 
canoes.

Here, according to legend, 
the Irish saint dispensed 
advice to his followers, on the 
hill called Suidhe Bhreanain 
(the Seat of St Brendan) that 
stretched into the sea where 
only one ship could enter – the 
Clachan Sound separating 

Kilninver and the island of Seil.
And so it was last December 21, 
with no ceremony or wisdom to 
impart and no flock to observe 
(except sheep), I parked my 
chariot (a Renault Clio) to pro-
cess (trudge) past the thousands 
of years of human history, and 
battle the elements (mud, hail 
and wind), up to the Druid’s 
Seat.

The fateful hour, or minute, 
of 8.55am arrived. The sky 
pinkened, but the Celtic sun 
god, Lugh, did not make an 
appearance. 

What omen did that spell 
for 2017? For all your sakes, I 
sacrificed a bacon roll, but two 
months on, I’m sorry to say I 
don’t think it has worked – so 
far.

The Druid’s Seat was renamed St Brendan’s Seat after Christianity came to Lorn.

Weekly 
walks in 
Lochaber

Cashing in 
on caravans

NEVIS HILLWALKING 
CLUB
Meeting point for walks is 
the car park at the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre. Departure 
8am. Alternatively, if you 
want to join the group 
elsewhere, contact the 
co-ordinator.

Saturday February 25.
Stob Ban (999m, Munro of 

mica-schist and quartzite, 
which gives it its name, 
White Peak)/Mullach nan 
Coirean (Summit of the 
Corries, 939m, Munro). Sug-
gested and co-ordinated by 
John Burton.

LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
Walk leader to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing 
usually possible and you 
can try before you buy. You 
can walk three times with 
the club before joining and 
Ramblers’ Club membership.

Today (February 23)
Meall na Each, Glenbor-
rodale, Ardnamurchan.

Start at RSPB car park 
Glenborrodale NM 601609.

Walk back along the road 
to Dale cottage in the bay 
and take the track up past 
the woodchip plant. At the 
first major junction, keep 
right and at the second 
junction NM 612629 keep 
left and follow to Lochan 
nam Fiann. Skirt round the 
west side of the lochan the 
head generally east to Meall 
nan Each. Descend approx 
SE and pick up a steep 
stream which is followed to 
Loch Laga. Return along the 
main track to Glenborrodale.

Grade: Moderate plus.
Meet at Corran Ferry slip 

for 8.50am sailing.
Distance: 15km.
Leader: Dave Kime, call 

01972 500272.
Sunday  February 26
Beinn Maol Chaluim, Glen 
Etive.

Park along the Glen Etive 
road at NN148496 and walk 
between the forests marked 
on the EX384 map to gain 
the broad south ridge of 
Bein Maol Chaluim, past 
spot height 848m then walk 
NW to the summit at 907m. 
Return via the same route.

Grade: Strenuous.
Meet at: Glencoe Village 

car park at 8.45am.
Distance: 8km.
Leader: Andrew Gilbert, 

Call 07808 924722.

THE ROYAL Life Saving 
Society UK (RLSS UK) is 
warning runners and walkers 
that they are most at risk of 
accidental drowning.

The charity has launched its 
third national campaign warn-
ing the public to be extra care-
ful around water. Latest figures 
show around 40 per cent of all 
drowning victims were running 
or walking and never intended 
being in the water.

The charity is raising aware-
ness through social media, with 
the hashtag #JustOneSlip.

The RLSS is warning:
� Be aware of your surround-

ings and take notice of any 
warning signs when out.

� When running or walking 
next to open water, stay well 
clear of bank edges. They are 
often unstable and this can 
create slips, trips and falls.

� Try always to walk or run 
with a friend.

� Always let someone know 
where you are going – take your 
mobile phone.

� Learn to swim and learn 
lifesaving skills.

EVERY weekend 40 to 60 har-
dy souls forgo their Saturday 
morning lie-in to take part in 
Ganavan Sands parkrun.

The free, timed run attracts 
walkers, joggers and runners of 
all abilities, some of whom push 
buggies or bring their dogs.

The course begins at the Gana-
van Sands car park in Oban at 
9.30am, with the 5km course 
going from Ganavan to Dunbeg.

Back at the finish line, the 
runners hand over their barcode 
(which is obtained in advance) 
and it is scanned by one of the 
volunteers to create a results 
table, published later in the day.

Forty-one people took part in 
the event on Saturday February 

18, including eight first-timers 
and nine who achieved personal 
bests. Tom Smith was first over 
the line in 19:03, the fifth time 
he has placed first. Alison Carre 
was the first woman, with a time 
of 24:34. 

Parkrun is friendly and sup-
portive, and the Oban event can 
also support visually impaired 
runners – an email request 
in advance ensures a guide is 
available.

If you would like to join 
parkrun, register online for a 
barcode and bring a printed 
copy along with you. You can 
find details of how to do this, 
or how to volunteer at www.
parkrun.org.uk/ganavansands.

Runners warned to 
take care near water

Come and join weekly 
parkrun at Ganavan

THE SCOTTISH Game-
keepers’ Association (SGA) 
and Mountaineering Scotland 
have written a joint letter to 
the Scottish Government en-
vironment minister Roseanna 
Cunningham MSP urging the 
development of a land use 
policy which will protect rare 
landscapes and ensure access 
for recreation.

The two organisations say 
their memberships share a pas-
sionate interest in the nation’s 
landscapes and are concerned 
that a lack of joined-up think-
ing in policy making could 

endanger these environments.
In the letter, they said: ‘While 

Scotland’s open landscapes 
and upland moors are classed 
as rare in global terms, there 
is currently no policy position 
safeguarding them. Some areas 
are designated as of special 
ecological or scenic interest 

but most are unprotected and 
disregarded.’

They have highlighted forest-
ry strategies that have been put 
in place by successive Scottish 
administrations, with 10,000 
hectares of new planting 
planned to take place each year 
until 2022.

SGA and Mountaineering 
Scotland question whether the 
impact of this on the landscape 
is being sufficiently taken into 
account.

They want to discuss with 
Ms Cunningham what they 
regard as a ‘failure to join up 

what is required from the land 
to meet forestry targets and 
what we might want to keep in 
terms of internationally rare 
and valuable landscapes and 
ecosystems’.

Mike Watson, president of 
Mountaineering Scotland, said: 
‘We hope that a joint approach 
to the Scottish Government 
from our two organisations will 
demonstrate the wide-ranging 
concern over this issue, and 
the need for development of a 
coherent policy that takes into 
account the views of all inter-
ested parties.’

Call to protect rare landscapes

Volunteering 
on the rise in 
national parks

Lochaber rangers saved from axe

VOLUNTEERING in Scot-
land’s national parks is on the 
increase thanks to the unique 
five-year The Mountains and 
The People Project, which 
launched in 2015.

Over the past six months, vol-
unteers have spent more than 
1,500 hours in both of Scotland’s 
national parks, completing a 
wide variety of conservation 
work such as path maintenance, 
habitat management and dry 
stone walling.

Simon Jones, director of 
conservation and visitor opera-
tions at Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park, said: 
‘Volunteers play an important 
and valuable role in the work 
of the national park and this 
project is providing a fantastic 
new range of opportunities 
for people to learn new skills 
and get involved in the care 
and protection of these special 
landscapes.’

Led by the Cairngorms 
Outdoor Access Trust, the con-

servation partnership project 
brings together Scotland’s two 
national park authorities –  
Cairngorms and Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs – alongside 
Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The CEO of Cairngorms 
Outdoor Access Trust, Dougie 
Baird, said: ‘Our volunteers 
have come from across Scotland 
and beyond and have played a 
massive role in the work we have 
done, helping us to conserve the 
natural heritage of Scotland’s 
national parks.

‘We are enthusiastic for 2017 
as our volunteering programme 
gathers momentum and we 
look forward to working with 
ever increasing numbers of vol-
unteers in both of our national 
parks.’

To play your part in the 
conservation of Scotland’s 
national heritage, visit www.
themountainsandthepeople.
org.uk/volunteering.

HIGHLAND Council’s Coun-
tryside Ranger and Access 
team has been saved in the 
council’s budget proposals for 
2017/18.

Leader Margaret Davidson 
said the council had made 
the decision after listening 
to representations about the 
team  from more than 60 indi-
viduals, as well as organsations 
such as the Scottish Country-
side Rangers’ Association, 
Scottish Wildlife Trust, John 
Muir Trust, RSPB Scotland, 
Mountaineering Scotland and 
Scottish Youth Hostel Associ-

ation. Ms Davidson said: ‘As 
part of the council’s budget 
proposals, we have revised 
the rangers and access team 
savings and are seeking to re-
tain both services with minor 
reductions and restructuring.

‘Importantly, we understand 
the value that is placed on 
countryside services and the 
high regard with which they 
are held within the commu-
nity. The council’s proposals 
will only have a limited 
impact on the future of the 
service.

‘I would like to thank all of 

the public who commented 
for their response on the 
matter. They obviously highly 
regard the service and we 
have listened.’

A spokesman for Moun-
taineering Scotland said: 
‘We’re delighted to hear of 
this reprieve for the ranger 
service. Services such as 
these encourage and enable 
people to experience positive, 
life-changing opportunities.

‘We’re constantly told of 
the importance of getting off 
the sofa, and the benefits to 
physical and mental health 

which come from outdoor 
pursuits are well-attested. To 
cut such services would result 
in additional pressure on the 
National Health Service and 
other social services from 
an increasingly unhealthy 
population.

‘We have appealed both to 
councils and to the Scottish 
Government to take a long 
hard look at this issue, to 
avoid cuts in the short-term 
and develop a coherent and 
forward-looking policy which 
protects and promotes such 
essential services as these.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

CARAVANERS are helping 
the Scottish economy to 
grow, according to the 
Caravan Club.

Club members spent £37 
million offsite in 2016 – an 
increase from £35m in 2015.

The increase supports the 
equivalent of more than 680 
full-time jobs in Scotland, 
up from 650 in 2015. Plus, 
the Caravan Club’s network, 
including the smaller, 
privately-owned certificated 
locations, account for more 
than two million touring bed 
nights per annum.

These sites are located in 
some of the most beautiful 
parts of the world, such as 
North Ledaig Caravan Club 
on Ardmucknish Bay, near 
Benderloch.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Across

7 Render harmless (6)

8 Fuzzy (6)

9 Allergic reaction (4)

10 Criminal world (8)

11 Every four weeks or so (7)

13 Short composition (5)

15 Unkempt garden (5)

17 Exploding device (7)

20 Plenty (8)

21 Construct (4)

23 To set nerves on edge (6)

24 Russian unit (6)

Down

1 Covered with gold leaf (4)

2 Small packet (6)

3 Hide when entering a place (7)

4 Black (5)

5 Overflow pipe (6)

6 He's two generations above (8)

12 Give too much importance to (8)

14 Debts (7)

16 Flood (6)

18 Grey rain cloud (6)

19 Beginning of attack... (5)

22 ...assassinate (4)
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DOUNESIDE HOUSE IN A PREMIER ROOM WITH BREAKFAST 

AND FULL ACCESS TO THE DOUNESIDE HEALTH CLUB

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:  
What is the name of Douneside’s Head Chef?

Douneside House is situated in the Scottish Highlands, steeped 
in history and full of character.

Its breath-taking location, coupled with luxurious 
accommodation, outstanding facilities and a passionate, 
attentive team dedicated to indulging your every whim, will 
ensure that your stay is a truly memorable one.

Guests can take full advantage of on-site health club with 
pool, sauna, steam room and gym.

The award-winning Head Chef, David Butters, has created 
a menu offering a true Scottish dining experience which 
showcases seasonal, locally sourced produce, perfectly matched 
by an extensive wine and whisky list.

The Buccleuch Arms is an historic Coaching Inn established in 1836 and situated in the stunning Borders town of St Boswells. 
The Buccleuch Arms is close to fabulous scenery and walks, delightful market towns and yet only one hour from Edinburgh and 
Newcastle. This is your chance to win a stay in one of 19 ensuite bedrooms and enjoy a meal in the award-winning Blue Coo bistrot.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: In what year was The Buccleuch  
Arms established?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT THE BUCCLEUCH ARMS SHARING A CLASSIC ROOM WITH A 

FULL SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AND A DINNER VOUCHER

Terms and Conditions apply

To be redeemed by 30 June 2017
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email address to Wyvex Media Ltd, Competitions, Fettes 
Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 28 February 2017.Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media 
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including P&P
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£3.95
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Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. 
To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, 
Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY
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in next week’s Oban Times
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ORAL COMPETITIONS (JUNIOR)

RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Tha Dadaidh agus Mamaidh. Fluent, 
5-6
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Tha bòtannan dearg aig Màiri learner 
7-8
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Mìosachan/Anns an Dorchadas � uent 
7-8
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Feagal an tàirneanaich learners 7-8
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Bidh mo sheanmhair a’gearan/ Deich 
is a’fàs � uent 9-10
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
An teaghlach againne learners 9-10
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Uilebheist Eilidh � uent 11-12
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Àm èirigh learners 11-12
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
Seòladaireachd � uent 13-15
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry
An Crom-Lus learners 13-15
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry (Fluent)
An roghainn fhèin open 16-18
RECITATION of a prescribed piece of 
poetry (Learners)
An roghainn fhèin open 16 -18
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator 5 - 6
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator 7 - 8
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator 9 - 10
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator 11- 12
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator � uent 13 - 15
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator learners 13- 15
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 

Adjudicator � uent 16 - 18
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator learners 16 - 18

VOCAL MUSIC COMPETITIONS 
(JUNIOR)

(In Competitions 29 – 40 and 45 
competitors may sing the National 
Mod prescribed songs)
 
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Ho � ream foram � uent, boys and 
girls 5-6
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Tha sinn uile toilichte learner, boys 
and girls 5-6
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
An tidsear/Chluinn mi nah-eòin, 
� uent, boys and girls, 7-8 years
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
An còineachan. Learners Boys and 
girls 7-8
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Balaich an iasgaich. � uent, boys, 9-10
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Toirt m’aghaidh ri Diùra. learners, 
boys, 9-10
SOLO SINGING of a prescribed song
Maol Ruanaidh/Mo ghille dubh � uent, 
girls 9-10
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Tàladh Thròndairnis Leaners Girls, 
9-10
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Màiri Òg Fluent Boys 11-12
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Buain na rainich taobh Loch Èite
Learners Boys 11-12
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Tha smeòrach sa mhadainn chiùin
Fluent, girls 11-12
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Eilean uaine fo cheò
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Boys 13-15
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
Girls 13-15
SOLO SINGING of a prescribed song
Bràigh Loch Iall /A Mhàiri dhonn
Boys 13 -15
SOLO SINGING of a prescribed song
Hug ò laithill o ho ro /Gaol an 
t-Seòladair girls, 13-15
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song

An roghainn fhèin. open boys and 
girls 16-18
SOLO SINGING of an own choice song
(Con� ned to FORMER WINNERS OF 
PENDANT) boys and girls
SOLO SINGING of a traditional or 
unpublished own choice song.
Boys and girls, primary
SOLO SINGING of a traditional or 
unpublished own choice song
boys and girls, secondary
PRECENT, in traditional manner. 
“Congregation” support will be 
provided by the competitor’s own 
choir or group
Boys and girls under 18.
SOLO SINGING with self-accompani-
ment on Clarsach or Guitar of an own 
choice song.
Boys and girls 13 - 18
DUET SINGING of an own choice song.
under 13
DUET SINGING of an own choice song. 
13 - 15
DUET SINGING of an own choice song. 
16 - 18
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of 2 own 
choice songs under 13
CHORAL SINGING IN TWO – PART 
HARMONY of 2 own choice songs 
under 13
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of PUIRT-
a-BEUL (Own Choice) under 13
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of 2 own 
choice songs 13-18
CHORAL SINGING IN TWO – PART 
HARMONY of 2 own choice songs 
13 - 18
CHORAL SINGING IN UNISON of PUIRT-
a-BEUL (Own Choice) 13-18
ACTION SONG illustrative of any 
aspect of Highland life – time not 
to exceed 10 minutes. (Own Choice) 
Under 18
FOLK GROUP by groups of three to six 
(2 Gaelic Songs – Own Choice)
Under 13
FOLK GROUP by groups of three to six 
(2 Gaelic Songs – Own Choice)
Under 18

INSTRUMENTAL

CHANTER
MARCH – Own Choice novice under 13

MARCH – Own Choice beginners 
under 13
MARCH – Own Choice under 13
STRATHSPEY and REEL – Own Choice 
under 13

PIPING

MARCH – Own Choice under 15 novice
MARCH – Own Choice under 15
STRATHSPEY and REEL – Own Choice 
under 15
MARCH – Own Choice 15-18
STRATHSPEY and REEL – Own Choice 
15 - 18

FIDDLE

SLOW GAELIC AIR and MARCH Own 
Choice beginners
SLOW GAELIC AIR, MARCH and REEL 
– Own Choice
SLOW GAELIC AIR : MARCH, 
STRATHSPEY and REEL Own Choice

ACCORDION

Set of three Gaelic waltzes beginners 
under 12
Set of three Gaelic waltzes under 12
March, strathspey and reel under 12
Set of three Gaelic waltzes 12 - 18
March, strathspey and reel 12 - 18

CLARSACH

Own choice instrumental piece of 
Gaelic origin Introductory up to 
Grade 1
2 own choice contrasting pieces of 
Gaelic origin
Elementary (Grade 1) not to exceed 
6 minutes
2 own choice contrasting pieces of 
Gaelic origin
Elementary (Grade 2-3) Not to exceed 
6 minutes
2 own choice contrasting pieces of 
Gaelic origin
Not to exceed 6 minutes Elementary 2 
(Grade 3 – 4)
2 own choice contrasting pieces of 
Gaelic origin
Advanced (Grade 5) Not to exceed 8 
minutes

Clarsach Duets – 2 Own Choice
Clarsach Ensemble – Group of 3 or 
more harps. May include voice or 
other instruments. Music of Gaelic 
origin.

LITERATURE (In Gaelic)

Write either a short story, a poem or a 
newspaper article in Gaelic. Work to 
be submitted by 26th May to Furan.
Primary 4 - 7
Write either a short story, a poem or a 
newspaper article in Gaelic. Work to 
be submitted by 26th May to Furan.
Secondary

POSTER COMPETITION

Design a Poster, using GAELIC 
wording, on a subject of own 
choice          (Primary Schools) Work to 
be submitted by 31st May to Furan. 
Primary 1-3
Design a Poster, using GAELIC 
wording, on a subject of own 
choice          (Primary Schools) Work to 
be submitted by 31st May to Furan. 
Primary 4-7

ORAL COMPETITIONS (SENIOR)

READING AT SIGHT a piece of prose 
selected by the Adjudicator � uent 
open
READING AT SIGHT a piece of prose 
selected by the Adjudicator
learners open
RECITING FROM MEMORY a prescribed 
piece of poetry –
Tilleadh a Hiort
� uent open
RECITING FROM MEMORY a prescribed 
piece of poetry –
Eadar samhradh is foghar
learners open
RECITING FROM MEMORY a prescribed 
piece of prose –
Na Bleideagan � uent open
RECITING FROM MEMORY a piece of 
prose, competitor’s choice
learners open
GAELIC SPEECH not to exceed 5 
minutes in delivery
� uent open

GAELIC SPEECH not to exceed 5 
minutes in delivery
learners open
GAELIC CONVERSATION with 
Adjudicator
Learners open

VOCAL MUSIC COMPETITIONS 
(SENIOR)

SOLO SINGING of a song chosen by 
competitor (Female Voices)
SOLO SINGING of a song chosen by 
competitor (Male Voices)
SOLO SINGING of ONE of the 
prescribed songs (Male or Female 
Voices) – Mo dhùthaich fhèin OR Thoir 
dhòmhsa OR an roghainn fhèin for 
A220 & A221
SOLO SINGING of a song written by 
an Argyll Bard, chosen by competitor 
(Male or Female Voices) – Eilean Cholla
SOLO SINGING of Puirt-a-Beul chosen 
by competitor
(Male or Female Voices)
SOLO SINGING of ONE of the 
prescribed songs (Con� ned to 
FORMER WINNERS OF PENDANT (Male 
or Female Voices) – Fhir an dhìreas am 
bealach/Cead deireannach nam bean/
Allt an t-siùcair/An Dubh Gleannach
DUET SINGING of a song chosen by 
competitors
QUARTETTE SINGING of a song chosen 
by competitors
SOLO SINGING of a traditional or 
unpublished song            chosen by 
competitor (Male or Female Voices)
SOLO SINGING of ONE of the 
prescribed songs
(Male or Female Voices)   - Alasdair 
Ghlinne Garadh/Cumha na h-òige/
Eilean Gorm Mhuile/An roghainn fhèin
CHORAL SINGING (mixed voices) in 
four – part harmony of two songs. 
(Own Choice)
CHORAL SINGING (Male or Female 
voices) of two songs.
(Own Choice)
CHORAL SINGING (mixed voices) in 
four- part harmony of Puirt-a-Beul. 
(Own Choice)
GAELIC FOLK GROUP COMPETITION 
by groups of three to six
(Own Choice)

MÒD SGÌRE AN ÒBAIN
Oban and District Provincial Mod 2017
Friday June 2 and Saturday June 3
Junior and senior syllabus

Contact: Moira Dunlop, Sealladh Eite, Connel, PA37 1PF
Call: 01631 710 565. Email: sometimessnoozie@hotmail.com.

Entries close on March 31
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 24 February – Thursday 2 March
KIDS CLUB: MOANA | PG | 133 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic.
From Walt Disney Animation Studios comes “ Moana,” a 
sweeping, CG-animated feature � lm about an adventur-
ous teenager who sails out on a daring mission to save her 
people.

LA LA LAND | 12A | 148 MIN
Sat: 17:45, Sun: 16:30
Mia, an aspiring actress, serves lattes to movie stars in 
between auditions and Sebastian, a jazz musician, scrapes 
by playing cocktail party gigs in dingy bars, but as success 
mounts they are faced with decisions that begin to fray 
the fragile fabric of their love a� air, and the dreams they 
worked so hard to maintain in each other threaten to rip 
them apart.

LION | PG | 138 MIN
Fri: 18:45, Sat: 17:00, 19:30, Sun: 19:30, Mon: 18:45, Tue: 
19:30, Wed, Thu: 18:45
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
LION is a drama in which a � ve-year-old Indian boy � nds 
himself lost in Kolkata, thousands of miles from home. 
After being sent to Australia for adoption, he returns to 
India as a young adult in order to � nd his real mother and 
brother.

RESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER | 15 | 126 
MIN
Fri: 21:15, Sat: 20:15, Sun: 19:00, Mon: 21:15, Tue: 19:30, 
Wed, Thu: 21:15
RESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER is a science � ction 
horror � lm in which a group of survivors makes a last 
stand to save humanity from a zombie apocalypse.

SILVER SCREEN - JACKIE | 15 | 120 MIN
Sun: 16:30
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £3!
JACKIE is a searing and intimate portrait of one of the 
most important and tragic moments in American history, 
seen through the eyes of the iconic First Lady, then Jac-
queline Bouvier Kennedy (Natalie Portman). JACKIE places 
us in her world during the days immediately following 
her husband’s assassination. Known for her extraordinary 
dignity and poise, here we see a psychological portrait of 
the First Lady as she struggles to maintain her husband’s 
legacy and the world of “Camelot” that they created and 
loved so well.

SING | U | 128 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 13:15, Mon: 16:15, Tue: 17:00, Wed, Thu: 
16:15
A koala named Buster recruits his best friend to help him 
drum up business for his theatre by hosting a singing 
competition.

T2: TRAINSPOTTING | 18 | 135 MIN
Fri, Mon, Wed, Thu: 21:00
First there was an opportunity......then there was a 
betrayal. Twenty years have gone by. Much has changed 
but just as much remains the same. Mark Renton (Ewan 
McGregor) returns to the only place he can ever call home. 
They are waiting for him: Spud (Ewen Bremner), Sick Boy 
(Jonny Lee Miller), and Begbie (Robert Carlyle). Other 
old friends are waiting too: sorrow, loss, joy, vengeance, 
hatred, friendship, love, longing, fear, regret, diamorphine, 
self-destruction and mortal danger, they are all lined up to 
welcome him, ready to join the dance.

THE LEGO BATMAN MOVIE | U | 124 MIN
Fri: 16:15, 18:30, Sat: 12:00, 14:30, 15:30, Sun: 11:30, 14:00, 
Mon: 16:15, 18:30, Tue: 17;00, Wed, Thu 16:15, 18:30,
Will Arnett reprises his starring role from The LEGO Movie 
as the voice of LEGO Batman, aka Bruce Wayne. Zach Gali-
� anakis (Muppets Most Wanted, the Hangover � lms) stars 
as The Joker; Michael Cera (TV’s Arrested Development) as 
the orphan Dick Grayson; Rosario Dawson (TV’ s Daredevil) 
as Barbara Gordon; and Ralph Fiennes (the “ Harry Potter” 
� lms) as Alfred.
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NOTICEBOARD

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 
Ian Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 
Drivetime, 18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland 
Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s 
Show, 21:00 David Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, 
midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim 
Lynch, 19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 
20:00 Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with 
Gordon Cove, midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast 
Show, 09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort 
Zone with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 
12:00 Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine 
Lamb, 17:00 Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with 
Campbell Cameron, 19:00 Country Meets Rock 
& Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 Gordon’s Grooves, 
midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 
Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time 
Capsule, 15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with 
Stephen McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight 
Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny 
and Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie 
Darling, 10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Cosher, 13:00 Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with 
the Dream Team, 19:00 Sounds Scottish with 
Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave Lewis, 22:00 Margo till 
midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 
11:00 Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday 
Brunch, 13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 
Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country 
Show with David Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with 
Graham Scott, 23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

Robert Florence and 
Iain Connell, creators 
of hit BBC sketch 
show Burnistoun, are 
taking their hilarious 
new live show Uncles 
on their first Scottish 
tour. These uncles 
deliver big laughs and 
foul-mouthed guidance, 
as they know all the 
answers to everything.

After a successful 
showing at the Glasgow 
International Comedy 
Festival in 2016, the pair 
are taking Uncles out 
on the road for limited 
dates around Scotland 
in from March 2017.

Connell and Florence 
have written and starred 
in three series of their 
2016 RTS Scotland 
award-winning, hit BBC 
sketch show Burnistoun 
plus two TV specials 
Burnistoun’s Big Night, 
which aired last autumn  
on BBC One/BBC 

Scotland and Burnistoun 
Goes To Work, which was 
transmitted on Wednes-
day December 28 on 
BBC One Scotland.   
Bringing back the old 
characters, plus some 
new, they deal with the 
idea of gainful, and not 
so gainful, employment.

Also, last year, Burnis-
toun Live And For Real, 
sold out at the King’s 
Theatre’s – nearly 2,000 
seats – for Glasgow 
Comedy Festival, in less 
than 60 minutes and 
then went on to sell out 
three nights at the The-
atre Royal in the sum-
mer.  Burnistoun also 
recently enjoyed a 
total sell-out and highly 
acclaimed debut run at 
the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival.

Among the reviews 
were: ‘These waggish 
rogues seem familiar, 
the kind you might see 

UNCLES UK Tour 2017

in the corner of any pub 
reflecting on their glory 
days and middle-aged 
irritations ... constant 
laughs’ – Chortle.

‘The partnership of 

Iain Connell and Robert 
Florence is one of the 
gifts from the comedy 
cosmos’ – The Herald.

For tickets, go to 
livenation.co.uk.

MEGASLAM 
WRESTLING 

RETURNS TO 
ARGYLL & BUTE!

2 HOUR FAMILY 
SPECTACULAR 

FEAT. WWE STARS!

THURSDAY MARCH 9TH - 
CAMPBELTOWN, VICTORIA HALL - 6.15pm 

FRIDAY MARCH 10TH - 
OBAN, ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING HALLS - 7pm

SUNDAY MARCH 12TH - 
CRAIGNURE VILLAGE HALL - 2.30pm 

*TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE 
AT THE VENUES OR 

www.megaslamwrestling.co.uk*
07557047667

Atlantis Leisure is well known in 
Oban for its Les Mills fitness class-
es, such as BodyStep, BodyPump 
and BodyCombat, and now one of 
its instructors has been chosen for 
the elite Les Mills UK presenter 
team.

Katie Galbraith joined Atlantis 
Leisure in 2011, teaching a variety 
of group fitness classes, but her 
main programme was BodyStep, 
and she soon achieved ‘elite’ in-
structor status. BodyStep is a fun, 
fast-paced workout using height- 
adjustable steps designed to burn 
fat, improve cardiovascular health 
and condition the muscles. 

‘In 2014, I decided to take a leap 
of faith and go out to the home 

of Les Mills in Auckland, New 
Zealand,’ Katie said. ‘I spent 10 
months working in the biggest gym 
in the world as an instructor. I was 
really lucky to be able to audition to 
teach classes, which is apparently 
very rare, and taught BodyBalance 
classes regularly in a couple of 
the Les Mills gyms. I also taught 
BodyStep along Mark N’uu, who is 
the choreographer and director of 
the programme.’

Shortly after coming home in 
August 2015, Katie entered a 
competition called ‘The One’, with 
a video of her teaching a BodyStep 
track. Out of the thousands of 
people who entered, she was one of 
eight people chosen to go to a Les 

Mills presenter boot camp London 
for the finals but, as she was almost 
nine months pregnant at the time, 
she had to decline her place.

But after a ‘lot of hard work and 
motivation to get fit again’, she 
entered the competition for the 
2017 boot camp and was again 
successful. Katie went to London 
in February and took part in a 
two-day boot camp, learning what 
it means to be a presenter, getting 
feedback and participating in edu-
cation sessions. ‘This is a huge part 
of Les Mills, as the science behind 
exercise is always developing and 
changing,’ she said. ‘We need to 
keep all our instructors up to date 
with this to stay at the top of our 

game, continuously giving the 
best and most effective workouts 
possible.’

Of the 35 instructors from the 
UK and Ireland who were invited 
to boot camp, 16 were taken on as 
presenter rookies, and Katie was 
one of only two from Scotland 
chosen. 

Over the next six months, the 
rookies will attend quarterly certi-
fications and deliver education and 
masterclass workshops, where they 
will be assessed by head trainers. 

‘The next six months is where the 
real hard work kicks in, as the 16 
rookies are kind of on probation,’ 
Katie shared. ‘At the end of June 
they will decide to keep me and 

move me on to full presenter status 
or not. 

‘So far this is a huge achievement 
for me. I am now part of the Les 
Mills UK presenter team, which 
was recognised as Best Team in 
the World 2016. I hope to follow 
the journey to full presenter and, if 
this happens, I will then have the 
opportunity to become a trainer 
for BodyStep. It would be amazing 
to be able to offer initial module 
training for people to become 
BodyStep instructors within Atlan-
tis, something I hope to achieve in 
the next 12 to 18 months.’

For more information or to find 
a class schedule, visit www.atlantis-
leisure.co.uk or call 01631 566800.

Atlantis Leisure’s Katie reaches 
elite Les Mills status

Comunn Gàidhealach an Òbain

Cèilidh
Saturday 4th March 2017

Masonic Hall, Albany Street
Oban, 7.30pm
Admission: £6

Featuring: Paul McCallum
Raonaid & Emma Deans

Duncan Macdonald
Ross MacPherson (accordion)

Fear an Taighe: Duncan MacNeil
Raffle, Tea and Home Baking

SC001282

A fundraising 
Soup Lunch

in aid of 
Oban Pipe Band

will be held in 
Oban Pipe Band Hall 

Shore Street 
on Saturday 25th 

February 2017
From 12 noon - 2.00pm

Admission : £3.00
Scottish Charity No SC004610

Malcolm 
Martineau 

Song Recital 
2.30pm Sunday 26 

February
Crear, Kilberry, by 

Tarbert
Advance tickets: £20
School children free

T 01880 770 369
www.crear.co.uk

Oban Accordion 
and Fiddle Club 

Thursday 2nd 
March 2017

7.30pm
Royal Hotel
Guest Artist:

Susan MacFadyen Band
Admission £4
All welcome
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 23 February 
– Thursday 2 March 2017

DIARDAOIN 23 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Ep6
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep2
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about cars! – Ep8
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Pàirc Yellowstone – 
Wild Yellowstone
23.20 Binneas – Taghadh bho Na 
Trads (rpt)

23.25 Fonn mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 24 GEARRAN
FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Gach Creutair Beò – Vets in 
Scotland – S4, Ep1 (rpt)
20.00 Bha Uair Eile Ann – The hidden 
Highland industrial revolution (rpt)
21.00 Feachdan Ionatain – Follows a 
small Scottish Charity working in Africa (rpt)
22.00 Seirm – music from Celtic 
Connections – Ep4 (rpt)
23.00 Buskers – S2 – Ep1 (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad - it’s all about 
cars! – Ep8 (rpt)
                
DISATHAIRNE 25 GEARRAN
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.05 Scottish Championship – 

Hibernian v Dunfermline
19.20 Binneas – Taghadh bho Na 
Trads (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Machair (rpt)
19.55  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Fonn Mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
20.30 Alba: 1992 (rpt)
21.00 Seirm – music from Celtic 
Connections – Ep4 (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – St. Johnstone v Kilmarnock
23.00 Oighreachdan na h-Alba – Great 
Estates - (rpt)
23.55 Hebridean Celtic Festival – (rpt)
 
DIDÒMHNAICH 26 GEARRAN
SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY
13.00 Pro 12 Live Rugby – Ospreys v 
Glasgow
14.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
15.00 Pìobairean Beaga Bhaile 
Ghobhainn – The Wee Govan Pipers (rpt)
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.30 Seachd Là – news Review

19.30 Alleluia! – spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
20.00 Fuine– cooking for a party  (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich – Heather’s 
Portraits – Ep 6 (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean chon-chaorach - 
Sheepdogs (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Partick Thistle v Hearts
23.00 Pàirc Yellowstone – Wild 
Yellowstone – (rpt)
23.50 Binneas – Taghadh bho Na Trads 
– (rpt)      

DILUAIN 27 GEARRAN
MONDAY 27 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.10 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòir – Small 
hands in a big war – Ep8 (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Gach Creutair Beò – 
Vets in Scotland – S4, Ep2
21.00 Trusadh – Ceum Còmhla – (rpt)
21.55 ÙR | NEW: Port – Episode 
9 – series compilation

22.30 Sgeulachd Deacon Brodie - 
drama documentary (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad – it’s all about 
cars! – Ep 8 (rpt)
 
DIMÀIRT 28 GEARRAN
TUESDAY 28 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses 
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Alba: 1993 – the charts hits and 
top news stories (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – 
Railidh na Trealaich Compilation
22.00 Trusadh – Ceum Còmhla – (rpt)
22.55 Fraochy Bay – (rpt)
23.00 Aiteal – supernatural Scotland – 
Ep 3 (rpt)
23.20 Binneas – Taghadh bho Na Trads 
- (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 01 MÀRT
WEDNESDAY 01 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòir – Small 
hands in a big war – Ep 8 (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine – cooking for special diets 
(rpt)
21.00 Please, Mister - Sgeulachd Tony 
Miller - drama documentary (rpt)
22.00 Buskers – S2 Ep2 (rpt)
22.30 Port – Series compilation Ep9 
(rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie – more DIY tips – 
S3 Ep2 (rpt)
23.45 Sgeul Seirbheis – (rpt)
 

DIARDAOIN 02 MÀRT
THURSDAY 02 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A Little 
Drop of Harris (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep3
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Pàirc Yellowstone – 
Wild Yellowstone
22.50 Binneas – Taghadh bho na 
Trads – (rpt)
22.55 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Hearts v Ross County

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer
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’s a’ Buain

malt OF THE month

Cragganmore 
12 year old
40% Vol
Mr Lee has taken to his isle 
to enjoy his Aldi whisky in 
the comfort of his springer 
spaniel and I have been left 
to survive life without him on 
the mainland.
I hadn't realised just how 
useful he was around the 
home – and I am willing to 
write a sweet reference for 
any potential housemates he 
may have.
I have not taken to the bottle 
– not whisky anyway. But I 
have been out and about 

much more often with the 
possibilities of hearing more 
stories about whisky.
Last weekend I was at the 
Mull and Iona Glasgow Gath-
ering in Glasgow University 
Union. What a beautiful mix 
of lovely people. It was a run-
of-the-mill whisky that was 
being served on the most 
part.
Parma, who is married to a 
Mull wife, stretched his legs 
with a friend Iain to get a sin-
gle malt in the Ben Nevis – so 
important was it to him that 
they savoured a fine malt, 
and a great chat with each 
other.

The malt was a Craggan-
more 12-year-old.
The strange thing was that 
the following day I was again 
flying solo at Oban Phoenix 
Cinema to see a harrowing 
film Denial and one of the 
characters in the case was 
drinking the self-same whis-
ky.
There is no such thing as a 
coincidence so I am on my 
way to the whisky outfitters at 
lunchtime to see if I can grab 
myself a bottle. I may even 
send Mr Lee a wee nip (of 
whisky).

 Louise Glen 

Alasdair Macdonald has been working at Loch 
Leven Hotel since August 2013 and, with a 
commitment to guest satisfaction, he has grown 
from strength to strength and he is a natural 
ambassador for the hotel. During his time with 
us he has grown through the ranks to the role 
of restaurant supervisor with a natural flair and 
dedication.

Alasdair commented: 'I really enjoy how the 
hotel is such a small personal hotel where all the 
staff are like family.' He added that Loch Leven 
Hotel is 'the perfect-sized hotel as we get the 
opportunity to talk and get to know our guests 
properly, those new and returning'. Alasdair has 
a wonderful and insightful product knowledge 
which is why he is one of the few people respon-
sible for selecting new products for the hotel’s 
ever growing gin selection.

It was the new era of the Mull and Iona Glasgow 
Association ceilidh and dance last Friday night 
when youngster Ross Wilson from Bunessan and 
his team presented the new committee's first event 
– and what a night it was.

Proving that the old and the new were still very 
much supportive of the event, former chairman 
Charlie Kirkpatrick was MC for this event, the 
151st Mull and Iona annual gathering.

At at 2am, when folks were making their way 
home, they were still laughing at his superb antics 
as MC.

The event was filled with good friends and new 
characters to meet.

The line-up of the more traditional concert saw 
superb performances from Mull and Iona Pipers, 
a well-suited Robert Robertson, gold medallist 
Carol MacLean, Manran's wonderful Ewen Hen-
derson, Hector Mackechnie (a gold medallist from 
Lochaline) and winner of the Royal National Mòd 
song competition Anne Bennett from Dundee.

At the end of the ceilidh, the large crowd sang 
An t-Eilean Muileach and Soraidh Leibh is Oidhche 
Mhath Leibh before turning the room around for 
the annual dance.

This year Scottish dance band of the year, 
Trail West, were headlining, and what a 
party was created.

Chairman Ross Wilson thanked 
everyone for the tremendous support 
for the event, and for the members of 
all the other associations who were in 
attendance at the event.

Ross said: 'We’re hopefully going 
to make more of a feature of the 
Royal National Mòd song 
at gatherings to come 
although the winner of 
this competition has 
always been invit-
ed to sing their 
w i n n i n g 
song at 
the gath-
ering.

'Many thanks also go to our sponsors Inverlussa 
Marine Services, a local business run by Ben Wil-
son, and to those many people who donated raffle 
prizes from Mull, Iona and Glasgow.

'Charlie was president of the association for 11 
years until he stepped down at the previous AGM. 
Charlie is from Iona. He’s lived in Glasgow for 
many years – worked in the police in Glasgow for 
more than 40 years – and is a well-known three 
row button accordion player.

'Known for his great jokes and MC capabilities. 
He dedicated a lot of his time to the association 
as president and still remains on the committee to 
help steer it.

'A special mention was also made at the concert 
to all the other committee members who stepped 
down at the AGM, in particular the past office 
bearers Hugh Lennie (treasurer) and Elizabeth 
Graham (secretary) for all their professionalism, 
dedication and hard work ensuring a smooth tran-
sition with their successors Alasdair Mackellar 
(treasurer from Bunessan) and Catriona Currie 
(new secretary from Tobermory with strong family 
connections to Iona).

'Charlie also made reference at the concert to a 
number of projects that Mull and Iona took inter-

est in and donated to over the years, namely 
– the Ulva Ferry and Iona housing projects.'

Ross concluded that this year was one of 
the busiest yet. He said: 'Thanks to the great 
attendance and raffle, we made a healthy 
profit this year which we will use to make 
more notable donations to local charities 

and groups back on Mull and Iona.
'We are looking forward 

to next year al-
ready.'

Mull and Iona Glasgow Association 
Ceilidh and Dance was huge success

Hotel just 
goes from 
strength 
to strength

The dance � oor in Glasgow University Union was full.

Trail West, were headlining, and what a 
party was created.

Chairman Ross Wilson thanked 
everyone for the tremendous support 
for the event, and for the members of 
all the other associations who were in 
attendance at the event.

Ross said: 'We’re hopefully going 
to make more of a feature of the 
Royal National Mòd song 
at gatherings to come 
although the winner of 
this competition has 
always been invit-
ed to sing their 
w i n n i n g 
song at 

est in and donated to over the years, namely 
– the Ulva Ferry and Iona housing projects.'

Ross concluded that this year was one of 
the busiest yet. He said: 'Thanks to the great 
attendance and raffle, we made a healthy 
profit this year which we will use to make 
more notable donations to local charities 

and groups back on Mull and Iona.
'We are looking forward 

to next year al-
ready.'

Ewen Henderson, Maria MacInnes, John Robertson, Amy Macdonald and 
Iain MacMaster.

Carolyn MacDonald, Charlie Kirkpatrick and Karen 
Garcia Lupton.
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Terms and conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2017 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 15, 2013. The closing date for entries is midnight, March 24, 2017. Only one entry per child. By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent 
or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. Poor quality photographs will not be accepted as an entry.  By sending us your 
photograph you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

competition 2017
competition 2017

Enter your little 
bundle of joy 
today for your 
chance to win

Courtesy of

of Tesco 
vouchers.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their favourite 
kiddy-winks in the supplement. We will then break it down 
to three further rounds of top 30, 20 and finally top 10. From 
the top 10, the baby with the most votes will be crowned The 
Oban Times’ Bonniest Baby 2017. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2017 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our delightful 
Bonnie Babies 2017 supplement in a future edition 
of The Oban Times – a lovely little keepsake to 
show your children when they are older. 

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Ba-
bies 2017 competition is open to babies and toddlers born 
on or after June 15, 2013. Look out the most adorable photo 
of your gorgeous little one and enter online by visiting 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

£500 Courtesy of

The closing date for entries is 
midnight, March 24, 2017.

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

A busy weekend in 
prospect
There are a number of lovely 
events on in Glasgow this 
weekend. I am looking forward 
to starting off my weekend at 
the Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir 
annual concert in the Westerton 
Hall, Bearsden. I have been 
conducting the Glasgow Islay 
juniors for almost two years now 
and they really are a great bunch 
of teenagers who are great fun to 
work with. I should also perhaps 
mention that we are always on 
the look out for new members, so 
if you know any budding singers 
in Glasgow between the ages of 
eight and 18, send them along 
to the Gaelic School on Monday 
evenings at 6.15pm or bring 
them to hear us on Friday at the 
concert. The following evening, 
I am anticipating a great dinner 
of tatties and herring at the 
Glasgow Skye before I sing. The 
lovely voice of Kirsty McKinnon 
from Tobermory will also fea-
ture that night – that’s as long 
as the pair of us can sing after a 
hearty feed of salt herring.

Mull and Iona 
gathering success
As readers will seen on this 
spread, the Mull and Iona Asso-

ciation had an absolutely fantas-
tic night last weekend. All the 
performers at the concert sang 
and played their socks off and the 
large audience had a great night. 
New president Ross Wilson and 
the committee, ut on a great 
night which was steered perfectly 
by the chairmanship of previous 
president, Charlie Kirkpatrick. 
The dance afterwards was ab-
solutely rammed. It was such a 
great night – I even managed to 
win a bottle of Prosecco in the 
raffle. 

Another great 
Clydebank ceilidh
As always, an enjoyable evening 
was had by all on Friday February 
10 at the Clydebank Highland-
ers’ ceilidh in the Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick. The association’s 
supper dance will be held in 
the Napier Hall on Saturday 
March 18 and the band for that 
evening will be Charlie Kirk-
patrick. For more information 
on the supper dance, telephone 
01389 879749. 

What’s on
Friday February 24: Glasgow Is-
lay Gaelic Choir annual concert 
at 7.30pm in the Westerton Hall, 
Bearsden. 
Friday February 24: Glasgow 

Uist and Barra ceilidh dance in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Saturday February 25: Glasgow 
Skye Association tatties and 
herring evening (Buntata ’s 
Sgadan) in the Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street, 7.30pm. 
Wednesday March 01: Sei-
sean-Ciùil Gàidhlig / An 
Lochran’s Gaelic music session, 
The Lismore, Dumbarton Road.
Saturday March 4: The Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
annual piping competition in the 
Piping College, Otago Street. 
Thursday March 16: Comunn 
an Taobh-an-Iar closing concert 
in the Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie.
Friday March 17: The Glasgow 
Skye Association Cothrom 
na h-Òigridh (youth concert), 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street. 
Saturday March 18: Clydebank 
Highlanders’ supper dance in 
the Napier Hall, Old Kirkpat-
rick. 
Friday March 31: The Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association cei-
lidh dance in the Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street.

Pub scene
Park Bar. 
Friday February 24: Dùn Mòr. 
Saturday February 25: Beinn 
Lee.
Sunday February 26: Beinn Lee.

The dancers had a great time. 

The lovely boys from Trail West were in � ne form.

Iain McDonald and Eilidh Orr.Sandy and Jane Brunton.

All the fun from the Mull and Iona Gathering.

Janet MacNaughton, Joanie Mackay and Mary 
Bowman.

The Wilsons of Bunessan. Happy birthday to 
Elizabeth who was celebrating another 21st.



TIREE SALE – Satur-
day February 18. 
United Auctions held their 
annual early spring sale of 
all classes’ cattle at Tiree 
Auction Mart.
A good offering of qual-
ity bred cattle were on 
offer to a good following 
of mainland buyers 
resulting in 100 per cent 
clearance. Bullocks sold 
to average £868.56 per 
head or 236.34 per kilo 
against £782.98 or 214.46 
at the corresponding sale 
last year while heifers 
levelled out at £720.32 
per head or 221.14 per 
kilo against £648.47 
or 202.48 last year. A 
feature of the sale was 
the annual consignment 
of 90 Charolais, 
Limousin and Aberdeen 
Angus bullocks and 
heifers from Heylipol 
Farm which sold to level 
out at £1018.98 per head 
or 236.21 pence per kilo. 
All classes of cows were 
keenly bid for.
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks
AAx: £1040(5) 

and £860(3) – Heylipol 
Farm.
BRBx: £840 – 3 Bale-
vullin.
CHARx: £1180(3), 
£1150, £1140(2), 
£1130(2), £1100, 
£1060(8), £1050(13), 
£1030(4) – Heylipol 
Farm; £990 – Ardmay; 
£910 – Heylipol Farm; 
£890 – Salum.
HERx: £1020 – Heylipol 
Farm; £900 – Skipinnis.
LIMx: £1100(2), 
£1080(2), £1060(4), 
£1040, £1020(2), £1000(5) 
– Heylipol Farm; £1000 
– Salum; £990(2) – Main 
Road; £930(2) – Heylipol 
Farm.
SALx: £740(2) – Ardeas.
SHx: £800 – 3 Balevullin.
SIMx: £700 – Hough.
Heifers
BRBx: £840 – Heylipol 
Farm and Parkhouse.
CHARx: £1100, 
£1060(2), £1040, £1020, 
£970(10) – Heylipol 
Farm.
HERx: £770 – Skipinnis.
LIMx: £1020, £810 
and £800 – Heylipol 
Farm.
Top prices per kilo

Bullocks
AAx: 258p(2) – Scarinish 
Farm : 254p(5) and 
244p(3) – Heylipol Farm.
BRBx: 243p 15 Crossapil 
: 239p – Ardmay : 224p – 
15 Crossapol.
CHARx: 291p(2) 
– Salum : 270p(4), 
264p(2) – Heylipol 
Farm; 261p(2) – Heylipol 
Farm : 251p(4), 250p(2), 
246p, 245p(2), 244p(3), 
239p(5), 233p(4) and 
231p(2) – Heylipol Farm.
HERx: 250p and 241p – 
Skipinnis : 236p(4) – 24 
Balephetrish.
LIMx: 298p – Main Road 
: 278p – 10 Balevullin 
: 269p – Salum : 263p 
– Dunbeag : 262p(2), 
258p(3) and 254p – 
Heylipol Farm; 254p 
– 6 Balevullin : 247p(3) 
– Vaul; 242p and 241p – 4 
Heanish; 239p(2) and 
234p – Heylipol Farm; 
233p – 3 Middleton; 231p 
– 1 Kilkenneth; 230p 
– Heylipol Farm.
SALx: 258p – Scarinish 
Farm : 236p(2) – Ardeas.
SIMx: 225p – 10 
Balevullin.
Heifers
AAx: 232p(3) – Hillcrest.
BRBx: 236p – 15 
Crossapol.
CHARx: 275p(3) 
– Salum : 253p(2) – 
Heylipol Farm; 246p 
– Salum; 246p, 237p(5) 
– Heylipol Farm.
HERx: 248p and 233p – 
Skipinnis.
LIMx: 250p – Dunbeag 
: 249p – Hillcrest; 
241p – 9 Barrapol; 
241p(5) – Vaul; 240p 
and 239p – Dunbeag; 
236p(2) – Main Road; 
234p(4) – Hillcrest; 
230p – Vaul, 9 Barrapol 
and Main Road.
SIMx: 240p – Hough.
Breeding cattle
In-calf heifers: £850 – 13 
Moss
In-calf cows: £900 
and £800 – Croish; £790 
– Heylipol Farm.
Farrow cows
Per head: £970 – Heylipol 
Farm; £900 – Main 
Road; £810 – Ardmay; 

£800 – Croish.
Per kilo: 146p – Ardmay; 
145p – Main Road; 
139p – Hillcrest; 120p – 
Croish.
STIRLING SALE 
Thursday February 16
Caledonian Marts Ltd sold 
149 cattle comprising of 92 
prime bullocks and heifers 
and young bulls and 57 
cast cows and bulls.
Bullocks averaged – 209p
Prime heifers averaged 
– 208p
Beef bulls averaged – 
189p
B&W bulls averaged – 
130p
Beef cows averaged – 
130p
Dairy cows averaged – 
99p
Prime bullocks and 
heifers a poorer show 
for quality to that of last 
week. Also numbers 
short of requirements 
which resulted in trade 
being considerably dearer 
unlike deadweight prices. 
In the cow section, a 
smaller show forward 
with beef cows a good 
show for quality, would 
meet the dearest trade so 
far this year. dairy cows a 
plainer show met extreme 
rates.
Prime bullocks sold to 
235ppkg for a Limousin 
from Lower Crawtree 
Farming, Kippen, 
purchased by T Johnston, 
Butchers, Falkirk, and to 
£1576 from J Caldwell & 
Son, Moorfield, Kilmar-
nock, to H A Black & 
Sons, Butchers, Lanark 
& Armadale.
Heifers sold to 240ppkg 
(twice) for Limousins 
from W Pettigrew, 
Faskine, Airdrie, and 
J Caldwell & Son, 
Moorfield, Kilmarnock, 
to D Campbell & Son, 
Butchers, Callander, 
and H A Black & Sons, 
Butchers, Lanark & 
Armadale, respectively 
and to £1521 from J 
Caldwell & Sons.
Young bulls to 190ppkg 
for a Limousin from 
W Dick & Sons, Mains 

of Throsk, Stirling, 
and to £1349 from J R 
McGregor, Dyke, Milton 
of Campsie.
Leading prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
230p Moorfield & 
Lower Crawtree; 225p 
Faskine; 222p Parkfergus 
(Campbeltown); 220p 
Meadowend; 215p 
Todhall & Parkfergus; 
212p Easterton, Blair-
gorts, Moorfield, Todhall 
& Over Inzievar.
Heifers ppkg
238p (twice) Moorfield; 
235p (twice) Mead-
owend; 230p Over 
Inzievar & Blackhill; 
228p Moorfield; 220p 
Whiteside
215p Todhall & Blackhill.
Young bulls ppkg
190p (twice) Mains of 
Throsk; 188p Hardiston 
& Dyke
Bullocks per head
£1543 Faskine; £1527 
Lower Crawtree; £1500 
Todhall; £1489 Faskine; 
£1475 Meadowend
£1462 Moorfield & Over 
Inzievar; £1453 Todhall; 
£1434 Parkfergus; £1420 
Wester Carmuirs
Heifers per head 
£1518 Meadowend; £1494 
+ £1437 Moorfield; £1410 
Todhall; £1366 Nether 
Longford; £1348 Over 
Inzievar; £1331 + £1324 
Moorfield
In the cow section, beef 
cows sold to 168ppkg 
for a Limousin from 
R Denholm & Son, 
Wester Lochdrum, 
Bonnybridge, and to 
£1330 for a Charolais 
from A McGregor Ltd, 
Allanfauld, Kilsyth.
Dairy cows sold to 
118ppk from T S Thom-
son & Sons, Kirkton of 
Beath, Cowdenbeath, 
and to £900 from J & G P 
McConnell, Hoodsyard, 
Beith.
Other leading prices:-
Beef cows per head
£1150 Mains of 
Burnbank; £1130 
Wester Lochdrum, 
Castraan, Mannerston 
& Meadowend; £1120 + 

£1110 Meadowend; £1040 
Blackhall
£990 Pirnhall; £980 + 
£960 Croy Cunningham; 
Dairy cows per head
£780 Kirkton of Beath; 
£760 Wharlawhill.
Beef cows ppkg
158p (twice) Gartness; 
157p Meadowend; 153p 
Mains of Burnbank; 
151p Forthview; 150p 
Allanfauld; 148p + 
146p Meadowend; 145p 
Blackhill
137p Gartness & Black-
hill; 133p Gryffewraes; 
131p Castraan.
STIRLING SALE 
Thursday February 16
United Auctions 
(Thursday February 16) 
sold 4549 prime sheep 
including 3246 hoggs 
selling to an average of 
162.47ppk and 1303 ewes 
and rams.
Hoggs (3246) – 
Wardhead (Suff) £86; 
Berrydyke (Btex) £96; 
Ballechin (Tex) £93; 
Westwood (Char) 
£74.50; Woodhead 
of Aberdalgie (Chev) 
£84; Kaemuir (Mule) 
£76;  Luss Estate(BF) 
£75.50
Hoggs (3246) – 
Machriemore(Suff) 
174p; Berrydyke (Btex) 
216p; Ballechin (Tex) 
215p; Westwood (Char) 
173p;  Westwood (Chev) 
178p;  Clunebeg East 
(Mule) 161p; West 
Lethans (BF) 166p
Ewes (1303) – Al-
lanfauld (Tex) £108; 
North Balloch (Suff) 
£96; Easter Greenhill 
(Chev) £89; North 
Balloch (BFL) £85; 
Mains of Balhall (Char) 
£84; Middlehill (Mule) 
£73.50; Longcarse (BF) 
£65; Kilwinnet (Btex) 
£59; Wester Coldrain 
(Zwart) £52.
Rams – Lathones 
(Cross) £97; Quixwood 
(Btex) £89; Hillhead 
(Tex) £88; Lathones 
(Char) £85; Hillhead 
(BFL) £85; Quixwood 
(Zwart) £59; Glenfer-
nate (BF) £56.5
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES

Loch Lomond farmers 
are honoured by NFUS
A FARMING couple from 
Luss have been given the NFU 
Scotland and NFU Mutual’s 
prestigious Ambassador 
Award.

Anne and Bobby Lennox, 
from Shantron Farm, on Loch 
Lomondside were announced 
as winners of the trophy at 
NFU Scotland’s annual dinner, 
in Glasgow earlier this month.

Established in 2009, the 
Ambassador Award was set up 
to recognise those individuals 
who have played an influential 
role in communicating the 
work, challenges and the value 
of Scottish food and farming to 
a wider audience.

The couple are worthy win-
ners and well-known faces to 
TV audiences. They were one 
of the farming couples to star 
in the first series of the BBC’s 
award-winning This Farming 
Life programme, which aired in 
spring 2016.  Importantly, the 
award is also in recognition of 
the stalwart support that Anne 
and Bobby have given to hill 
farming, the young farmers’ 
movement, education and 
tourism over many years.

Bobby joined the family 
partnership in 1974. Shantron 
is a 5,000-acre hill sheep farm 
carrying 1,500 ewes and 30 
suckler cows. 

After a six-month Young 
Farmers Exchange to New 
Zealand in 1979, Bobby start-
ed performance recording the 
Blackface flock, and was one 
of the founder members of 

the Blackface Sire Reference 
Scheme. This pioneering move 
away from selecting Blackface 
sheep solely by looks but also 
recording performance and 
maternal traits of the stock has 
been a success and eight of the 
top 20 performance recorded 
Blackface sires are from 
Shantron.

An important part of the 
business is a thriving bed and 
breakfast enterprise, where lo-
cal produce and stunning views 
have brought rave reviews.

Bobby is now president of the 
Scottish Association of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs (SAYFC) and 
the couple have hosted thou-
sands of schoolchildren on 
their farm, being ardent sup-
porters of the Royal Highland 
Educational Trust (RHET), 
the body that aims to bring 
farming and the working coun-
tryside to life for young people.

Bobby has also been a branch 
and area chairman of NFU 
Scotland, and was a long-serv-
ing member representing hill 
farmers on the union’s Less 
Favoured Areas committee. In 
addition, he is a regional advis-
er for Moredun, the research 
organisation specialising in 
animal disease.

SAYFC chief executive Penny 
Montgomerie said: ‘On behalf 
of all Scottish young farmers, 
we would like congratulate our 
president Bobby and his wife 
Anne on this well-deserved 
accolade.  

‘They are true ambassadors 

for the Scottish agricultural in-
dustry, passionately promoting 
food and farming both on and 
off farm and we are delighted 
to see them recognised.’

Local RHET organiser Sheila 
Bannerman added: ‘Their en-
thusiasm for food and farming 
is infectious and has a huge 
influence on school children. 

Bobby was always involved with 
RHET Clyde, but he became a 
director of RHET Dumbarton, 
Lomond and Renfrewshire 
when it formed in 2007 and he, 
and Anne, are tireless support-
ers of our work in this area.  

‘Year in, year out, Bobby and 
Anne host numerous groups of 
pupils at Shantron – not just 

local schools but also from 
Ayrshire and Dumfries and 
Galloway – and Bobby regular-
ly helps us out with classroom 
visits to schools.  He is a regu-
lar feature in the two-day food 
and farming event we stage 
each year, entertaining and 
engaging with the hundreds of 
schoolchildren who attend.’

Anne and Bobby Lennox have dedicated years to the union and young farmers.

Cattle society’s deja 
vu with Luing bull
THE Luing Cattle Society held 
its 52nd annual premier sale at 
Wallets Mart, Castle Douglas, 
on February 10.

With quality stock on offer, 
a packed ring of both new and 
established bidders were ready 
to do business.

The pre-sale show saw judge 
Leslie Robson, Buckholm, 
Galashiels, choose a pen from 
Robert McNee Ltd, Benhar, 
Armadale, as champion pair of 
in-calf heifers. They went on to 
sell for 3,000gns to Mr D Mc-
Fadzean, Balado, Kinross. The 
Benhar herd averaged £2,695 
for 12 sold.

The reserve pair from Steven 
and Elaine Murray, Rockcliffe, 
sold for 1,850gns to new breeder 
Mr A Robinson, Windmill, 
Hexham. Rockcliffe, the herd 
averaging £1,681 for 23 sold.

This gave the in-calf heifers an 
average of £2,029 for 35 sold, up 
£111 on the year.

Messrs W Graham and Son, 
Craigdarroch, Sanquhar, took 
the rosette for the champion 
pair of bulling heifers, selling 
for 2,500gns to M G Halligan 
and A C Burke, Newton Stewar-
ton Farm, Eddleston. Craigdar-
roch, and sold six to an average 
of £1,855.

The reserve pair went to Prof 
W A Penny CBE, per Mr N 
Anderson, Harehead, Duns, to 
same buyer, giving an average of 
£1,393 for 24 sold.

Other sellers included Robert 
McNee Ltd, Benhar, 13 to 
average £1,543. C C MacArthur 
and Co, Nunnerie, Biggar, 20 
to average £1,420. Torwoodlee 
and Buckholm Estates Co Ltd, 
Buckholm, Galashiels, 10 to 
average £1,407. Mrs L E Porritt, 
The Lampert, Brampton, eight 
to average £1,345, D and A 
Stunners, Low Chesterhope 

Farm, Hexham, 15 to average 
£1,337 and Messrs D and A 
Barr, Milkieston, Peebles, 16 to 
average £1,313.

Bulling heifers saw 136 sell to 
average £1,372 up £114 on the 
year.

This year, 26 bulls were for-
ward with 23 selling to average 
£4,967 up £125 on the year.

For a second year in a row 
the top price of 17,000gns was 
reached, this time by Filner 
Tornado.

This April 2015-born bull out 
of homebred Filner Bounty and 
homebred sire Filner Pedro 
weighed in at 926kg, measuring 
56in at the shoulders with a 
scrotal circumference of 40cm. 
Bred by Hazel and Robert 
McNee, Over Finlarg, Tealing, 
Angus, he sold to C C MacAr-
thur and Co, Nunnerie, Biggar. 
H and R McNee also sold 
Finlarg Thunder for 3,500gns to 
Mr C Brook, Brookstone Farm, 
Wrexham, and Finlarg Torpedo 
to Marshall Farms, Kingswells, 
Aberdeen.

Robert McNee Ltd, Benhar, 
Armadale, also had a successful 
day with Benhar Typhoon 
selling to 9,000gns to D & A 
Stanners, Low Chesterhope 
Farm, Hexham.

Benhar Tweed 5,500gns to D 
and A Barr, Milkieston, Peebles. 
Benhar Texas 5,000gns to Mrs LE 
Porritt, The Lampert, Brampton. 
Benhar Tokyo 3,000gns to Mr A 
Lyth, Sheephouse Farm, Higher 
Greens, Bacup.

Others: Craigdarroch Torres 
from Messrs W Graham and 
Son, Craigdarroch, Sanquhar, 
sold to W W Dunlop and Son, 
Commonside, Hawick, for 
6,800gns. Harehead Telfer, Prof 
W A Penny CBE, Harehead, 
Duns to J Beattie, Auchantag-
gart, Sanquhar for 5,500gns.

Around the markets

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

Claas AXOS 320, 4WD, 2013, 913 HOURS, c/w Claas FL80 loader ................................................. £24,995
Claas Celtis 436, 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q40 loader,  85HP ....................................................... £20,495
Landini Vision 95, 2005, 4WD, c/w Quicke loader, details on www.gordonagri.co.uk ..............£18,495
New Holland T4050 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q30 loader/ 5ft bucket/ Zuider Front linkage 
and PTO, 95HP ...................................................................................................................................£18,595
New Holland T4050 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q30 loader/ 5ft bucket / Zuider Front linkage and 
PTO, 95HP.......................................................................................................................................... £18,295
Massey Ferguson 4245, 1999, c/w Massey Ferguson 875 loader ............................................... £17,495
Massey Ferguson 5455, 4WD, 2006, Hi Vis Bonnet, � tted with Alo/Quicke loader sub frame .£17,995
Massey Ferguson 5455, 4WD, 2004, straight o�  farm, new in stock full details on 
www.gordonagri.co.uk ....................................................................................................................£17,995
Manitou Manireach 526 Turbo, 2002, 5m reach, 2.6 ton lift, c/w pallet forks, 85HP, PUH .....£13,995
Renault Ceres 345, 4WD, 2003, c/w loader/bale spike, 1 owner from new, just of local farm ..£13,495
Merlo Turbo Framer 26.6 SPT, 2003, c/w pallet forks, front spools, hydraulic PUH .................£13,495
John Deere 6100 4WD, 1994, c/w John Deere 640A loader, sticky gears, sold as seen to clear .£11,995
Kubota STV36 Compact Tractor, 2011, c/w Kubota 6ft mid mounted deck, 
Hydrostatic transmission ..................................................................................................................£10,995
Massey Ferguson 350 4WD, 1992, c/w loader/bucket, new in stock full details on 
www.gordonagri.co.uk ....................................................................................................................£10,495
Kubota L5030, 2005, only 465 Recorded Hours, � tted with 6ft hydraulic Snow Plough and Kuhn VSA 
601 Salt Spreader ..............................................................................................................................£10,495
Massey Ferguson 3080 4WD, 1989, c/w loader/pallet forks, 
full details on www.gordonagri.co.uk  ............................................................................................£10,495
Case 895, 4WD, c/w Quicke loader, Stockman, 1993, full details on www.gordonagri.co.uk .....£10,495
Kubota L3830 4WD, 2004, , 38HP, shuttle with creep range, 2 spools, PUH ................................ £8,495
Case 695 Stockman Special 2WD, 1994, 72HP, synchro, 2 spools, PUH/drawbar ....................... £6495
Kubota U25 Mini Excavator, 2003, 2.5 Ton, c/w 4 buckets, quick hitch, rubber tracks ............£11,495
JCB 801.8 CTS Mini Excavator, 2011, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets, Quick Hitch, twin speed tracking, 
expanding undercarriage .................................................................................................................£11,995
Kubota KX36-3 Mini Excavator, 2008, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets, slew, blade, piped for breaker ........ £8995
JCB 801.5 Mini Excavator, 2003, 1.5 Ton, , 3 buckets, � tted with immobilizer, slew, blade, 
piped for breaker ................................................................................................................................. £8495
Yanmar B15-3 1.6 Ton mini excavator, 2004, c/w3 buckets, twin speed tracking, piped for 
breaker, slew, blade .............................................................................................................................£7695
JCB 8008 Micro Excavator, 2006, 1 Ton, 530 recorded hours, 3 buckets, expanding tracks, 
folding ROPS bar.................................................................................................................................. £7995
Benford Terex PT6000 Forward Tip Dumper, 4WD, 2007, 6000G payload, Cummins engine £6995
Honda Foreman and Fourtrax, 2012 onwards, new tyres / serviced, CHOICE OF 8. 
UK Delivery £95 ....................................................................................................................................£4595 
Yamaha Grizzly 350cc, 2010 approx, automatic with reverse, UK Delivery £95 .......................... £3995
Arctic Cat Alterra, brand new, red, automatic, winch, road legal, UK Delivery £95 ..................... £4490
Mitsubishi L200 Warrior, 63 reg, 29K miles, Mitsubishi service history, MOT 1 year, leather, air con, 
� nance available ...............................................................................................................................£12,595 
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7Oban Opportunities 
for all-careers and 
jobs fair
Following its success in the past 
few years Michael Russell MSP, 
in conjunction with Brendan 
O’Hara MP and the Argyll and 
Bute Employability Partnership, 
will be hosting a careers and 
jobs fair in Oban on Tuesday, 
March 7. 

Free for jobseekers, the event 
will be held in the Corran Halls 
from 10.30am until 1pm and will 
play host to a large number of 
employers from a wide range of 
fi elds.

This will be an opportunity for 
local employers to promote job 
opportunities to aid recruitment, 
and likewise provide an oppor-
tunity for jobseekers to explore 
local employment opportunities 
and even hand in their CVs.

Commenting ahead of the 
event, Michael Russell, MSP for 
Argyll and Bute, said: ‘I am de-

lighted Oban 
will play host to 
a jobs fair again 
this year. 

‘I have been 
involved in the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of these such 

events across the constituency 
for many years now and they 
are always hugely successful 
and met with much positivi-

ty from both prospective em-
ployers and employees. Argyll 
and Bute has an incredibly rich 
pool of talented people but of-
ten fi nding the right job can be 
challenging. That’s why events 
like this are so important to 
helping people fi nd opportu-
nities and jobs they may nev-
er have before considered an 
option. With so many local em-
ployers taking part in the fair, 
I am sure it will once again be 
greatly received and I am look-
ing forward to hearing of its suc-
cess.’ 

Brendan O’Hara MP, who is 
co-hosting the event, said: ‘It 
is great to see the return of the 
jobs fair to Oban which has 
been a great benefi t to both 
jobseekers and employers 
alike. Whether you are looking 
for your fi rst job after leaving 
school or graduating, looking 
to change jobs or even fi nd a 
totally new career, the jobs fair 
may be just what you are look-
ing for. With a whole range of 
employers wanting to speak 
Oban’s jobseekers, it will be a 
fantastic opportunity to speak 
to them face to face in a re-
laxed, friendly atmosphere.’

Employers from across the area 
will be in attendance, including 
Blue Triangle Housing Associ-
ation, Carers Direct, Scottish 
Salmon Company, TSl Contrac-
tors, Argyll College and Busi-
ness Gateway.

‘With so many local employers 
taking part in the jobs fair, I am 
sure they will once again be 
greatly received and I am look-
ing forward to hearing 
of its success,’ 
Mr Russell said. 

Blue Triangle is a registered 
homeless charity operating across 
Scotland for the past 40 years. We 
provide more than a place to stay; 
we aim to provide an environment 
where people are respected and 
treated with dignity, helping them 
to develop the skills to achieve a 
better life.
We also support people to recognise 
that they have skills and abilities 
that can help them move on in their 

lives. We know that outcomes can 
be achieved by focusing on what 
skills and knowledge people have 
as well as what their needs are.
We regularly recruit relief workers, 
who are a critical function within 
the organisation. They help us 
deliver high quality supportive 
services in our projects. We want 
to hear from individuals who have 
the � exibility and desire to work on 
an ad-hoc basis. You would receive 

a full induction and gain work 
experience in the care sector. You 
would also have access to a range of 
training opportunities. 
Applicants should have the right 
values and a desire to help homeless 
people to make the transition 
to independent living. Relevant 
induction and ongoing training is 
also available.
Please see our website for current 
vacancies. 

Blue Triangle

Come visit our Wyvex Media stand for advice on working in the newspaper and media industry.

Employing over 480 people in Scotland our Aquaculture 
operations range across 60 sites in Argyll, the Western 
Highlands and the Hebrides. We are engaged in all 
stages of the value chain from broodstock development 
and smolt production through freshwater and marine 
farming to harvesting, processing, sales, marketing, HR 
and IT. We are fortunate to have highly skilled sta�  who 
are passionate about their work and are proud of the 
delicious and nutritious fresh salmon we produce.
We are dedicated to delivering the highest standards 
in all areas of our business. We pioneer best practice in 
many aspects of Aquaculture from animal husbandry 
and environmental research to customer service and 
brand development. We supply some of the world’s most 
discerning chefs, restaurateurs, smokers and high end 
retailers both in the UK and internationally. In 2016 we 
were named Exporter of the Year at the Made In Scotland 
Awards and in 2015 we were named Business of the Year 
and Exporter of the Year at the Scotland Food & Drink 
Excellence Awards.

The Scottish Salmon Company

Oban Jobs Fair

Corran Halls

Tuesday March 7

10:30am - 1pm
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Providing outstanding personal care and support

Providing outstanding personal care 
and support, Carers Direct provides 
a complete person-centred home 
care service for elderly and less able 
people living in their own homes and 
in their own communities. At Carers 
Direct, we understand that some of 
the daily routines many people take 
for granted can become difficult 
or restrictive. We 
are looking for 
passionate carers to 
be part of our team, 
helping people to 
retain their dignity 
and independence 
at home and enjoy 
life to its fullest.
Our care and support 
services also extend 
to supporting 
people in their 
local community, 
assisting in their 

sense of inclusion and wellbeing. 
This support can be with going to the 
shops, to appointments or assisting 
during a leisure or social activity. If 
you would like to assist in maintaining 
a person’s health, comfort, dignity 
and quality of life, then contact us for 
more information on how to become 
a carer.

1. Be creative. Experiment 
with the format of your CV 
and try to add your per-
sonal fl air to the layout. In 
recent years, candidates 
have even gone digital in 
the form of video CVs and 
games, but this is usually 
only worth it if you’re in a 
creative industry.

2. Be careful. If you choose 
a more creative format 
for your CV, don’t let it be 
detrimental – don’t choose 
anything too distracting or 
diffi cult to read from.

3. Proofread. Make sure 
you triple check your CV; 
you don’t want avoida-
ble errors to hinder your 
chances before you’re 
even through the door. 
Have someone else check 
over it too.

4. Don’t make it too long. 
Your CV should be no 
longer than one or two A4 
pages. Recruiters aren’t 
likely to have the time to 

read fi ve pages, no matter 
how talented you are.

5. Tailor each CV. Every 
CV you send out should be 
tailored to the role you’re 
applying for. Choose rel-
evant examples and skills 
to demonstrate why you’re 
the best person for the job.

6. Keep it up to date. Up-
date your CV whenever 
you gain a new skill or 
qualifi cation. Remember 
that your career goals may 
change over time and that 
your CV should refl ect this. 

7. Sending your CV online. 
In today’s digital world, 
you may be sending your 
CV via email or through a 
job board like CV-Library. 
Save your CV with the .PDF 
fi le extension to ensure 
that recruiters can open it 
on any device. A PDF will 
also maintain formatting, 
so you can be sure that 
employers are seeing your 
CV as you intended.

Operating in civil construction, haulage 
and heavy plant environments, we are 
constantly seeking to identify and 
recruit new talent to help us maintain 
our growth and success in these 
demanding sectors. The construction 
industry is, however, often overlooked 
when it comes to identifying career 
and employment opportunities.
Covering the west of Scotland, we 
employ more than 100 sta�  to ensure 
we have the � nest talent in order to 
deliver the very best outcomes for our 
local, national and international clients.  
We always have a need for tradesmen 
and women covering all the normal 
disciplines and provide full training 
for the right candidates to ful� l their 
ambitions. However, accounting, 
administration, surveying, estimating, 
engineering and commercial roles 
within our construction o�  ces might 
be less obvious options but still require 
young talent to ensure the long-term 

and continuing success of the business. 
If you want to challenge yourself and 
be rewarded with a ful� lling career, 
why not contact TSL Contractors Ltd to 
establish if we have a role that may suit 
you?
Email info@tslcontractors.co.uk 
www.tslcontractors.co.uk

At TSL we � rmly believe our sta�  are our greatest asset

7 tips 
for CV 

success 
in 2017

Is your job search off to a 
slow start or getting stuck? 

Here are some quick, 
time-saving job search tips 
that will help your hunt for a 
new job go smoothly.

Be prepared. Have a voice-
mail system in place and 
sign-up for a professional 
sounding email address. 

Consider getting a separate 
email account to use for 
your job search, so you can 
stay organised. Put your 
mobile phone number on 
your resume so you can fol-
low up in a timely manner.

Be more than prepared. 
Always have an up-to-date 
resume ready to send, even 
if you are not currently 
looking for work. You never 
know when an opportunity 
that is too good to pass up 
might come along. If you're 
not on LinkedIn yet, create 
a LinkedIn profi le and start 
making connections that 
can help your job search.

Get help. Utilise free or in-

expensive services that pro-
vide career counselling and 
job search assistance such 
as job fairs, college career 
offi ces, Jobcentre offi ces or 
your local public library.

Create your own templates. 
Have copies of your resume 
and cover letter ready to 
edit. That way you can 
change the content to 
match the requirements of 
the job you're applying for, 
but the contact information 
and your opening and clos-
ing paragraphs won't need 
to be changed. Microsoft 
Word users can download 
free templates for resumes, 
covering letters and email 
messages that can be 
personalised for your own 
correspondence.

Have your references 
ready. Have a list of three 
refer ences, including name, 
job title, company, tele-
phone number and email 
address ready to give to 
interviewers. Print a copy of 
your reference list and take 
it with you to interviews. 

Use your network. Be aware 
of the fact that some job 
openings aren't advertised. 

Tell everyone you know that 
you are looking for work. 
Ask if they can help.

Get social. Social network-
ing sites like Facebook and 
Twitter can be a good way 
to get job listings before 
they are listed elsewhere. 

Don't stop. Don't limit your 
job searching to the web-
sites like Monster or Indeed. 

Check the smaller niche 
sites that focus on a particu-
lar geographic location or 
career fi eld. 

Attend job fairs to meet 
potential employers and 
network, and keep an eye 
out in the classifi ed section 
of your local newspapers. 

Look for time-savers. 
Strapped for time or stuck 
for ideas? Consider getting 
help writing or editing your 
resume by a professional 
service.

Top tips when 
searching for a job
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Business Gateway is a service 
contributing to the economic wellbeing 
of Scotland by providing access to free 
business support services. We give 
assistance and impartial, con� dential 
advice to people starting or growing 
their business by a combination of:
Online support – a comprehensive 
website with practical information and 
useful guides.

A programme of fully-funded local 
workshops and events held throughout 
Argyll.
Advice tailored to suit speci� c 
business needs through a network of 
experienced business advisers.
Business information – a dedicated 
team providing information and 
support on all aspects of starting and 
growing a business.

Helping you achieve your goals...

Apply Now 
for courses starting in

September 2017

Our Maritime Skills course in Oban & 
Lochgilphead starts in April.  
Contact us today to find out more.

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk
0345 230 9969

Want to contribute to the learning 
opportunities available to local 
residents?  Ready to become a member 
of an exciting and diverse team, 
working for one of the region’s most 
progressive employers?  
Argyll College UHI is waiting to hear 
from you.
We currently boast a network of 10 
centres across the Argyll mainland 
and islands o� ering more than 60 
courses in subjects ranging from 
Sound Production to Maritime Skills, 
Childhood Practice to Horticulture and 
Administration to Social Sciences.  
We’re constantly looking at ways in 
which we can strengthen what we 
already o� er as well as introduce new 
subjects to our further and higher 
education curriculum.
If, like us, you want to expand your 
horizons, then please get in touch 
and tell us how you can contribute to 
helping shape the futures of thousands 
of current and prospective students.
To � nd out more about what we o� er, 
our website is www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk.  
Job vacancies are regularly updated 
at https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/sta� /
vacancies.

Current opportunities include senior 
nursery practitioner in our award-
winning Little Learners’ nursery in 
Oban, aquaculture tutor in Oban, 
accommodation management 
(hospitality) tutor in any location and 
secretary to the board of Argyll College 
UHI.
If you are interested in any of these 
posts or would like to tell us what else 
you could contribute and why you 
would like to join our team of more 
than 230 enthusiastic, talented full- 
and part-time employees – please drop 
a note to Lorna in our HR team at Lorna.
McDonald@uhi.ac.uk. 
It might prove the beginning of an 
exciting new chapter for both you and 
Argyll College.

Considering a change of direction?
If you let it get to 
you, searching 
for jobs can be a 
laborious drudgery, 
causing stress, 
depression, anxiety, 
frustration, bouts of 
anger and binge 
eating. So how do 
you counter the blue 
funk that job-
searching can bring? 
Here are some tips 
for the journey.

Be hopeful
Keeping a sense of opti-
mism and anticipation goes 
a long way. While it's not 
necessary to dig deep and 
fi nd an untapped well of 
unending joy, it does help 
to keep a bit of hopefulness 
that you'll eventually fi nd 
something. You will! 

Have something to 
look forward to
Unless you're looking 
forward, you'll be looking 
down, and probably feeling 

pretty down in the process. 
When you're engaged in 
a tough job search, set 
things to look forward to. 
For example, tell yourself 
that if you keep searching 
for three days (even if you 
haven't found something), 
you'll treat yourself. Keep it 
small, but keep something 
on the horizon that helps 
you move forward with a 
sense of anticipation.

Have a brainstorming 
session
Could you be missing out on 
something in your search? 
Maybe, but maybe not. 
Either way, a brainstorming 
session and job search 
strategy time might be just 
what you need. Close the 
door, grab a cup of coffee 
and start writing down your 
thoughts. What are other 
opportunities you could ex-
plore or venues you haven't 
tried? What work-at-home 
business could you start?

Plan to celebrate
One way to keep the 
spirits high is to plan for a 
big celebration when you 

fi nally land a job. Think big. 
When you get a job, plan to 
go out to eat, invite some 
friends, have a cookout or 
go to a theme park. You've 
met your goal, and that 
deserves some fun. Besides, 
it helps you keep the spark 
of motivation and a sense 
of anticipation as you put 
your nose back to the 
grindstone.

Do something different
The drudgery of the job 
search can be mind-
numbing. Looking up and 
taking a breath of fresh air 
can help clear the senses 
and improve the spirit. Try 
a new approach. Take your 
computer outside for a 
change. Spend a morning 
at a coffee shop instead of 
in your living room. Go onto 
a different website. Check 
out some blogs. Break out of 
your routine and try some-
thing out of the ordinary. 

Take a break
You deserve it. After days, 
weeks or even months of 
fruitless searching, give your 
mind a break. The power of 

breaks – even little ones – 
can give you that second 
wind that you need to rush 
back into the task with 
renewed vigour and opti-
mism. Enjoy a brief respite, 
and hit it again – harder and 
with higher spirits.

Enlist the support of a 
friend
Finding a job is like working 
out. It's no fun, but it's so 
important. In another sense, 
it's like working out because 
it's best done with someone 
else. A friend who is also job 
seeking can be a source of 
encouragement, tips, con-
versation and motivation 
when times are tough or 
spirits are low. Plan to do it 
together. Swap locations, 
fi x a treat and go at it.

Although searching for a 
job can be a gruelling pro-
cess, keep your head held 
high because this could be 
the week you fi nd the job of 
your dreams.

How to keep your spirits up 
when hunting 
for work

How to get the best 
out of a jobs fair
Employers usually do not inter-
view at the fair, but they may 
collect business cards and CVs 
that can lead to meaningful 
interviews in the weeks to 
come. Nevertheless, jobseek-
ers should be ‘on’ when they 
attend a jobs fair, because 
serious interviews can occur 
on the spot. How can you get 
the best out of a job fair?

Dress for success. When you 
attend a jobs fair, wear proper 
business attire. You may be 
meeting your new boss and 
want your fi rst impression to be 
professional. 

Bring your ‘A’ game. Print a doz-
en or so copies of your CV and 
have those at hand to leave 
with potential employers (see 
our top tips for CV success.) If 
you are in transition, consider 
getting business cards. They 
don’t have to be fussy, but it 
helps if they are professionally 
printed and not printed on your 
home computer. 

Do your homework. Read the 
fair guide before you go to fi nd 
out which companies are pres-
ent. Make a shortlist of those 
you most want to visit, then 
familiarise yourself with the 
company websites. That way, 
when you meet the employer, 
you will seem knowledge able 
– and you won’t waste their 

time asking something a basic 
online search will answer. 

Ask the right questions. Avoid 
asking what the company 
does (you should have done 
your homework) or items such 
as how much they pay or 
what they can offer you. Better 
questions would encompass 
what experience they like 
applicants to have or how they 
would describe the company 
culture.
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Tel 07703490572 ask for 
Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered. Will collect.  

Tel 0781 8118449

WANTED CARAVAN
Campervan or Motorhome, any make 
or model, MOT failures, non runners, 

damp vans, all considered, cash 
waiting.

Tel 07788 724166 (Fort William)

FORD FIESTA STYLE 2006
Blue, 70K, 
Petrol, MOT 
July 2017, 
1400cc
£1,850ono

Tel 01855 811387

1980 COLVIC COUNTESS 28 GRP SLOOP

Twin keel. 
New Perkins 
diesel 2009. 
Lying Argyll
£10,000 
ono

07759 304705 or 01866 822121

GRANADA WILLERBY MOBILE HOME
4 berth - 12 x 35ft, 
Sleeps 6, two 
bedrooms, shower 
room.  Open plan 
living area with 
fold down bed, 
fully serviced boiler 
and � re, had new 
worktops and 
carpet � tted.

£3,750
Tel 01397 702220

VOLVO V70 2.4 AUTOMATIC DIESEL
Estate, 2003. MOT Nov 
2017. Silver, 5 door, 
147810 miles. Power 
steering, electric 
windows & mirrors, 
cruise control & heated 
seats. Drives very 
well. Comfortable 
car & good condition 
for age.

£1450 ONO

Tel: 01586 553180

LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 GS ESTATE

7 seats, year 2001, Y Reg,
 MOT January 2018

£2,600

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer
New and Pre-Reg Renaults ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...............  £14,750
66 Dacia Sandero AMB 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Silver, Delivery Mileage .............. £7,250 
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........ £12,500
65 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Black, 5,500 Miles ......................... 12,995
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles ...... ............ .£7,450
64 Dacia Sandero stepway Laureate TCE, Red, 12,600 Miles .................. £7850
64 Dacia Duster Access, 1.6, 4WD White, 9,550 Miles ............................ £8950
14 Nissan Qashqui Acenta, 1.2 5Dr, Grey, 10,000 miles ....................... £13,150
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .. ........... ......£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles ................................... £6,750
63 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCi, 5 Dr H/B, Black, 42,000 Miles  .................. £7450
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £9,450
13 Hyundai Active, 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Grey, 28,000 Miles ............................ £5,000
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles ................. £5,650
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,550
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles................... £6,995
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles ................................. £3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles ......................... £3,750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey ..................................................... £3,495
09 Honda Civi ES I-Vtec, 1.8 5Dr H/B, Blue, 55,350 Miles ...................... £4,650
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ......... ........... .....£4,250
COMMERCIALS

64 Vauxhall Combo CDTi, White, 5600 Miles ................................ £6,750+VAT
63 Renault tra�  c, LL29, DCi, White, 10200 Miles, ....................... £8,500+VAT
62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles . ........... .£6,850+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT
08 Ford Transit Connect, 1.8 TDL White ........................................ £2,750+VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White..................................................................POA
LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

Tel 07474 360928

FORD MONDEO SPORT TDCI. 1.8L
2010. One 
months MOT, 
53000 mls.

£3,250

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Call

0163
156

8000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section

09 58 Subaru Impreza STi  .............................................. £14400
Hatchback 330s, Black 64100 miles

11 11 Subaru Impreza Sti Saloon .................................... £17500
red 23224 miles

14 14 Subaru STi Type UK ..............................................  £20500
Grey, 36000 miles 

14 14 Subaru STi Type UK ............................................... £21995
Black, 22276 miles

14 14 Subaru STi Type UK ..............................................  £22995
Grey, 16100 miles

15 65 Subaru STI Type UK ............................................... £24995
Silver, 6000 miles

15 65 Subaru STI Type UK ............................................... £25500
Grey, 34000 miles

S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk

Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

Tel 01631 720414

16FT GRP BOAT WITH TRAILER
Yamaha 4hp 
outboard, oars, 
anchor and 
bilge pump. 
All in excellent 
condition.

£1750ono

Telephone
01680 300460

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2SE

Reg June, 2014, 5 Door, Red, 
19,000 miles

 Tel: 600704 (Arran)

TOYOTA AURIS ‘63 PETROL/HYBRID

No road tax
Automatic, 23,000 
miles, FSH still got
18 months, 
Factory warranty 
MOT July 2017
Dark Metallic 
Green 
£7,500ono

Tel: 01586 830303

2008 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.4 DIESEL
3 Door Black Metallic 
paint, 87,000 miles, full 
service history, very 
economical, cheap tax 
£30 p/a, alloys, air con, 
electric windows and 
mirrors, in-built Bluetooth, 
front fogs, MOT April, 
excellent condition

£2,500 ono
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CUSTOMERS in Argyll and Bute have 
provided many inquiries for Glasgow 
family fi rm Henrys, which opened it 
‘garage doors’ in the 1920s.
The humble beginnings for the business 
are a far cry from its current three-site 
operation retailing SsangYong, Honda 
and Skoda.
Dealer principal Graham Henry, 47, 
whose role is to oversee the day to day 
operation of the SsangYong site, told 
The Oban Times: ‘It all started way back 
in Glasgow’s West End in 1927 with the 
company letting out lock-up garages 
before moving into vehicle servicing 
and latterly sales.’
Along the road to selling SsangYong, 
arguably the 21st century’s best value 
vehicles, partnerships had been formed 
with, among other manufacturers in the 
past, Austin Morris and BMW.
Henrys took on the Glasgow Honda fran-
chise in 1980, opening a purpose-built 
site on Titwood Road, Glasgow, and in 
1998 added Skoda at Maxwell Road. 
This moved a decade later in 2008 to 
Kyle Street, becoming the top UK Skoda 
dealership and was further enhanced 
two years ago with a major refurbish-
ment.
Graham added: ‘It has always been a 

family concern. Mum and dad are still 
very much involved today.
‘My dad, Alex, 76, still comes in every-
day although we do try to tell him that 
he should maybe go home a bit earlier.
‘My brother, Bruce, heads up the three 
sites and my sister, Grace, is involved in 
the accounts and HR departments.’
In addition to being a family business, 
many employees have been with the 
fi rm for many years.
Graham said: ‘Joe, who works in sales 
at SsangYong, started off valeting cars 
and has been with us 31 years and his 
colleague, Jamie Hay, has been with 
Henrys for 14 years.
‘Overall the fi rm employs more than 100 
people.’
Graham added: ‘People like to buy 
where they feel comfortable and the fact 
that SsangYong’s sales are continuing to 
grow proves that our close-knit team’s 
approach to customer satisfaction must 
be working.’
Graham continued: ‘We hope to attract 
many new customers from Argyll and 
Bute as we feel that the SsangYong 
range, with its excellent build quality, 
high specifi cation and fi ve years lim-
itless mileage warranty is particularly 
suited to the area.’

Henrys Ssangyong 
moved from lock-ups 
to great value 4x4s

KIA’s best performing dealers 
recognised at 2017 KIA dealer 
conference

Alisdair Barnett receives the award at Kia 
conference in Liverpool from Paul Philpott, 

president and chief executive of
 Kia Motors (UK) Ltd

Alasdair Barnett with Jim Mackenzie, sales director, 
with some of the Kia team from Dicksons of Inverness.

The best performing 
Kia dealers were 
rewarded for outstanding 
achievements throughout 
2016. The awards were 
presented to the winning 
dealerships at Kia Motors 
(UK) Ltd annual dealer 
conference in Liverpool 
on January 10. With 
187 dealerships across 
the UK, these awards 
highlighted exceptional 
work. 
Dealer of the year 2016 
went to Dicksons of 
Inverness, an award 
judged on a combination 
of the results for the 
sales, after-sales and 
family-like care awards.

Alisdair Barnett, 
managing director of 
Dicksons of Inverness, 
said: ‘I was honoured 
to be collecting the 
award on behalf of my 
hard-working team and 
particularly pleased as 
Our team won it out of 
187 Kia dealers in the 
UK. 
‘We are, however, 
indebted to our loyal 
customers who have 
supported us so well 
as one of the few 
remaining family-owned 
dealerships.’
Paul Philpott, president 
and chief executive 
of Kia Motors (UK)

Ltd. commented: ‘It 
always makes me 
extremely proud to be 
part of Kia when I see 
the commitment our 
dealerships and their 
staff show, and it’s a 
privilege to be able to 
recognise and reward 
the best performing 
dealerships in a number 
of categories.  Everyone 
within the Kia dealer 
network has worked 
very hard to achieve yet 
another record breaking 
year in 2016 and with 10 
new products coming 

to the UK in 2017 
we’re excited to see the 
continued successes that 
this brings.’
This year will 
see exciting new 
developments for Kia 
and its dealer network, 
with the launch of the 
all-new Rio and Picanto, 
as well as two all-new 
models in segments that 
Kia has not previously 
been in. 2017 is also the 
seven-year anniversary 
of the launch of the 
seven-year warranty 
across the range.  

A very professional outfi t, who 
offered a good price for my old car as 
part-exchange for an excellent 61 plate 
vehicle. Their service was fantastic and 

they were very happy to help.
Kevin Webb – The Oban Times

“
”

2016/66Subaru XV 2.0 SE
White, Pre reg, Auto, White, Delivery Miles ......................................£21495
2016/66Subaru XV 2.0D SE
White, Pre reg, Manual, Diesel, Delivery Miles ................................£21995
2016/66 Subaru Forester XE Premium
Automatic, Full Leather, Sat Nav 2235 Miles ....................................£26995
2016/16 Subaru Outback 2.0D SE Premium
Tungsten metallic, Ex Demo, Full Leather, Sat Nav 2123 miles .....£26995
2010/60 Subaru WRX STI
White, Saloon, Full Subaru Service history 39521 miles ................£14995
2015/65 Subaru Levorg GT
White, STI bodykit, Immaculate condition, 18105 miles ..................£20995
2015/65 Isuzu D-Max Utah
Red, Full leather Climate control 18337 Miles .........................£18995+VAT

2012/62 Isuzu D-Max Utah Vision Auto
Silver, Leather, Truckman Canopy 26265 miles ......................£14995+VAT

2016/66 Isuzu D-Max Blade Auto
White, Roller Shutter, Sports Bar Leather, 2287 miles ..........£24995+VAT

2009/59 BMW M3
Black, Full leather, Automatic, Outstanding performance,
55732 miles ...........................................................................................£22995
2012/12 Range Rover Sport
HSE, White, Full Leather, Stunning Car 59985 Miles ......................£26995
2010/10 Toyota Hilux HL2 DCB
1 owner, Full service history, 69521 miles ..................................£9995+VAT

2014/64 Mitsibushi Outlander DI-D GX4
Diesel, 7 Seats, White, 15384 miles ..................................................£18495
2009/09 Mitsubishi Shogun GLS Elegance LWB
Silver, Full leather 4wd 107831 miles ...................................................£9995
2011/11 Seat Leon SE Copa
Silver, Sat Nav, 5dr,59319 miles ........................................................... £5395
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Repairs Officer Argyll and Bute
Permanent
For more information, please contact David McColl on 01546 
605842
Interviews to be held on 23 March, Lochgilphead

Regeneration Officer (New Build)  
Lochgilphead
Fixed term contract (3 years)
For more information please contact Matthew MacAulay on 
01546 605839
Interviews to be held on 28 March, Lochgilphead

Investment Officer Lochgilphead
Fixed term contract (2 years)
For more information, please contact David McColl on 01546 
605842
Interviews to be held 21 March, Lochgilphead
The salary range for each of these posts is £27,087 - £31,867 for 
a 35 hour week
For further details and to apply visit the recruitment section of our 
website at www.acha.co.uk. 
If you are unable to access the website contact the Recruitment 
Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
Closing date for all posts: 12 noon on 10th March 2017
CVs are not accepted.

Full time HGV Driver to
join our Oban team
35hours a week contract 

Work will involve runs to central belt and 
general duties in yard.

Class 1 Driving Licence Essential
For more information please email: 
stewart@maclennanmotors.com or 

phone 01879 220 555

Driver/Storeperson
FORT WILLIAM and Oban

Apply to Mr C McDonald. Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 
• Good rates of pay

INVERARAY CASTLE
ASSISTANT GARDENER

Full Time
April-October

The position of Assistant Gardener has arisen at 
Inveraray Castle in Argyll.  You will assist the Head 
Gardener, who is responsible for maintaining the 
gardens at the Castle, which are generally open to 
the public.  The successful candidate should be hard 
working and conscientious with practical experience 
and the ability to communicate.

Please send your current CV to:-
The Factor, Argyll Estates Offi ce, Cherry Park

 Inveraray PA32 8XE
E-Mail - enquiries@inveraray-castle.com
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS:

10TH MARCH 2017

Argyll & Bute TSI
Are seeking two motivated  SDS Choices Officers 
(25 hours pwk, £11.17 per hour) to work as part of 
a small team delivering information and support 
regarding Self Directed Support to people across 
mid Argyll and Kintyre and Oban, Lorn & the Isles .
The post involves ensuring communities have the 
information they need about SDS and supporting 
individuals often in the rural areas, to access and 
achieve their SDS journey. Strong interpersonal and 
communication skills are key.  
One post is based Lochgilphead and one Oban offices.   
These are community development and support roles 
working within the Scottish Government Self Directed 
Support (SDS) agenda.  Posts term to June 2018. 
To find out more or request an application pack please 
contact shirley@argylltsi.org.uk or telephone 01631-
564839. Closing date for applications is 15th March 2017
Argyll & Bute TSI - Charity No: SC 029947   Company No: 27745

Part Qualified / Accountant
Qualified by Experience &
Experienced Bookkeeper 

Do you want to be part of a team 
with an excellent reputation?
Are you keen to continue to 

develop your skills?
Can you deliver a high standard 

of work to our clients? 
If so, please contact us including your CV, 

by 10th March to:-
Duncan Grout, Managing Partner.

dg@raclement.co.uk
www.raclement.co.uk

Easdale Seafoods Ltd 
has a vacancy for a 

Production worker/driver 
to form part of a small team. 
Hours – split shifts typically 

10pm-1am/2pm -6pm, 5 day week with 
guaranteed 40 hours. 

Most weekends off. £ 10.00/hour. 
Contact: connie@easdaleseafoods.co.uk

Redevelopment Project Offi  cer
Kilmarti n Museum is seeking to 
appoint a Redevelopment Project 
Offi  cer to help the team take forward 
exciti ng plans to redevelop the 
Museum.  This is currently a full ti me project funded 
contract to 31st December 2017 with the possibility 
of further extension - subject to funding.  The salary 
is £18,000 per annum.  
For more informati on and an applicati on pack 
please email jenny@kilmarti n.org or phone Jenny 
on 01546 510 278.   The closing date for applicati ons 
is 10th March 2017.

Closing date: Friday 3 March 2017

Effl uent Plant 
Technician
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally 
recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
salmon. We pride ourselves in providing industry 
leading and highly personal development paths 
which build into fulfi lling professional careers.

If you are committed to developing our industry 
and are driven to put your strengths to work, 
we would very much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for an Effl uent 
Plant Technician for our processing facility at 
South Shian, Argyll. Reporting to the Processing 
Operations Manager and technical accountability 
to the Processing Engineering Manager.

The role will have the following responsibilities:

•  Ensuring the plant is operating to the correct             
    discharge standards.

•  Understanding and adhering to SEPA compliance.

•  Good hygiene and housekeeping standards. 

•  Managing the intake and dispatching of the 
    effl uent plant chemicals and waste streams.

•  Working in conjunction with the Processing 
    Engineering Manager on rudimentary maintenance
    schedules to ensure plant is operating at maximum
    effi ciency.

•  Working with laboratory staff to produce and 
    monitor samples.

•  Producing monthly report on plant performance.

•  Working with minimum supervision and showing 
    a high level of motivation and initiative in problem
    solving.

The successful candidate will receive full training on:

•  The technical aspect of the role, including COSHH
    chemical handling and awareness training.

•  Tele-handling and forklift training.

•  Report management training. 

•  Regulatory framework governing effl uent treatment 
    and SEPA legislation.

You will also:

•  Work within a fl exible shift pattern to ensure 
    maximum effl uent plant cover.

•  Multi task with the ability to prioritise.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive 
salary package, depending on experience.

To fi nd out more please contact Angela Hand, 
Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 
or email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com 
for an application pack.  

Closing date: 10 March 2017.

To apply visit our website

Classroom Assistant (Temporary, Part-Time, Term-Time)

£14,964 - £15,858 Easdale Primary School Ref: CME36922

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
EMPLOYER

D M MacKinnon 
Solicitors, Oban 

currently have a vacancy 
for a part-time Cash 
Room/Administrative 

Assistant.
Cashroom or accounting experience 

preferred but not essential. 
Please email CV and covering letter 

to sallyorr@dmmk.co.uk

 
 

Board of Management Vacancies 
Dreuchdan Bàna air a’ Bhòrd-stiùiridh 

 

West Highland College UHI is a growing, dynamic and successful provider of 
higher and further education in the West Highlands and is currently recruiting 

for two additional Board of Management members. 
 

We are seeking individuals to help guide the strategic direction of the College 
and foster an environment which enables the potential of learners to be 

maximised. You will bring your expertise and skills used in business and in the 
community to support the management and staff as they continue the 

development and work of the College. 
 

Time commitment is c. 15-18 days annually. Most Board meetings take place 
in the late afternoon. Board members are not remunerated but out of pocket 

expenses will be paid. 
 

Closing Date 
Monday 13 March 2017  

at 9am  
 

 

Interviews 
Towards the end of March 2017 

in Fort William
 

How to Apply 
Application pack available at: www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/staff/vacancies 

For further information, contact Secretary to the Board  
Email: claire.wylie.whc@uhi.ac.uk Tel: 01397 874525 

 

In line with our Equality and Diversity policy, West Highland College UHI is 
committed to ensuring that all candidates are treated on the basis of their merits 

and abilities, and that unfair and unlawful discrimination is eliminated. We 
positively welcome applications from all sections of the community.  

Applications from women are especially encouraged since they are currently 
under-represented on the College Board.  

 
 
 
 

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with 
charitable status (SC024193) 

CRAFTSPERSON
STORNOWAY, WICK/THURSO, 
CAMPBELTOWN, SCOTLAND

A STARTING SALARY BETWEEN £26,355 - £28,331 PLUS AN ESTIMATED 
£4,500 - £6,500 PER ANNUM DEPENDING ON STANDBY FREQUENCY.
We have exciting opportunities within our Scottish Independent Undertakings 
(SIUs) for the role of Craftperson. We have positions available in Campbeltown, 
Wick/Thurso and Stornoway. The SIU’s are unique in the UK in that they are not 
connected to the National Grid system and use Liquefi ed Petroleum Gas (LPG) or 
Liquefi ed Natural Gas (LNG) as a feedstock. 

What does the role involve?

These opportunities will be ideally suited to an experienced First Call Operatives 
who have a ‘service’ background or experienced heating engineers or those people 
who are time served plumbers. In addition you will ideally hold a City and Guilds 
and/or ACS accreditation.

These roles will be challenging and varied, with the successful applicants being 
involved in various activities including boiler servicing, emergency duties and meter 
work. Other skills will be developed over time to include mains and service laying 
as well as other plant duties. Full Training in all SIU activities will be provided.

What we are looking for from you?
•  Ideally you will be an experienced heating engineer or time served plumber 

preferably holding a City and Guilds and or ACS accreditation.
•  You will be dependable, practical and hardworking.
•  Have good leadership qualities together with excellent inter-personal skills.
•  You must hold a full driving licence.
•  The work is physically and mentally demanding and you will be expected to 

work in a variety of outdoor environments.
•  Have the ability to use fi eld IT equipment and achieve high standards of safety 

and technical competence. 

What can we offer you?
•  A starting salary of £26,355 plus an estimated £4,500 - £6,500 per annum 

depending on standby frequency.
•  A great place to work and with the right attitude and aptitude, the potential to 

progress within the business to managerial positions.
•  On-going on the job development together with comprehensive training on all 

SIU activities including repair and servicing of gas appliances, service laying and 
plant duties.

The nature of the job means that you will be expected to work variable hours and 
in addition, you will also be required to participate, as necessary, in a high 
frequency standby rota. 

To apply, please download an application form from our website www.sgn.co.uk 
or request one from jobs@sgn.co.uk. Completed forms along with a full and recent 
CV should be emailed to jobs@sgn.co.uk or returned by post to Human Resources 
at the address shown on the top of the application form quoting reference number 
16195EXT.

Applications must be received by close of play on the 8 March 2017.

SGN is an equal opportunity employer committed to developing an equal, diverse 
and inclusive Culture.

2 x full time nurse positions 
and 2 x full time 

care assistant positions
Please contact the Jennifer Foote 

Home Manager for application form 
or further information. Tel: 01631  720278
or email lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com

CRAOBH MARINA
CLEANER 

for our facilities and office.

BOATYARD/
MARINA STAFF 

for slipping, launching and 
boat/site maintenance

email aspence@craobhmarina.co.uk 
for further details

Housekeeper/
General Assistant
Crear, Kilberry, 

Argyll
Full time 

permanent 
position with 
flexible hours

info@crear.co.uk
01880 770369

IN 
ASSOCIATION 
WITH 
HIJOBS

RECRUITMENT

VIEW ALL JOBS 
AT hijobs.net
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RECRUITMENT TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

16/05112/FUL

16/05240/FUL

17/00471/FUL

17/00566/FUL

17/00631/FUL

17/00636/FUL

17/00640/FUL

17/00668/FUL

Development  Address

Land 200M North of Earth 
Connections Sustainability 
Centre, Isle of Eigg

House In The Wood, 
Glenachulish, Ballachulish

Nevis Bakery, Unit 5, Annat 
Point Industrial Estate, 
Corpach, Fort William

Cruachan Hotel, Achintore 
Road, Fort William

Land 180M NW of 
Camus-Na-Ha, Annat View, 
Corpach, Fort William

Land N of Garvan House,
Fort William

Coruisk, Arisaig

Land 150M SE of 
Craigahulish, Achaphubil, 
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of house and installation of 
treatment plant

Alterations to four existing holiday 
chalets to include replacement roof, 
windows & installation of new wood 
burning stoves

Extension to existing commercial 
bakery to form new product dispatch 
area

Refurbishment of annexe

Erection of house. Amendment to 
planning permission 10/01981/
FUL - amended design

Erection of house and integral 
garage, formation of vehicular 
access, installation of septic tank and 
soakaway

Change of use, alterations and 
extension to form bunkhouse

Erection of 2 no. houses with 
integral garages, formation of 2 no. 
accesses, installation of septic tanks 
and soakaways

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PROPOSED CHANGE TO SCHOOL 
CATCHMENT AREAS – INVERLOCHY PRIMARY 

SCHOOL AND 
LUNDAVRA PRIMARY SCHOOL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Highland Council has published a consultative paper on a proposal 
to change the catchment boundary between Lundavra Primary School 
and Inverlochy Primary School, as a result of a new housing development 
straddling the existing boundary.  

The paper has been issued under the terms of the Council’s procedure 
under the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, as amended.

The consultation period began on Monday 6 February 2017 and will 
finish on Thursday 23 March 2017. During this period members of the 
public are invited to comment on the consultative proposal.

Arrangements have been made for representatives of the Highland 
Council to meet with parents, children and other members of the public 
to discuss the proposal at a public meeting to be held on:

8 March 2017, at 7pm in the Council Chambers, 
Lochaber House, Fort William

All comments made in writing or at the public meeting will be presented 
in due course to the Education, Children’s and Adult Services 
Committee for their consideration.  As this is a public consultation, 
written submissions, and a note of the meeting, will be made available 
to the public and any comments submitted may be published on the 
Council’s website – www.highland.gov.uk.  

Hard copies of the report have been made available at:

Lundavra Primary School; Inverlochy Primary School; Care and Learning 
Office, Camaghael Hostel, Lochybridge; Fort William Public Library.   

Alternatively the proposals can be viewed online at: 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolconsultations

 THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
(C1205 AONACH MOR ROAD, TORLUNDY) 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ORDER 2017
On Monday 20th February 2017 the Highland Council made the above 
Order in terms of Section 62 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, in order 
to restrict traffic movements on the road during the UCI World Mountain 
Bike Cup taking place at Nevis Range, Torlundy on 2nd – 4th June 
2017 when large numbers of spectators, participants and event staff/
organisers will be present.   

The Order will temporarily prohibit the passage of vehicles over the 
length of road, in the Schedule hereto during the period stated. There 
is no alternative route for traffic but shuttle buses will be provided to 
access the event and pedestrian access maintained at all times. 
Vehicles used by the emergency services/statutory undertakers, and 
those of Highland Lime Ltd and their customers, Nevis Range, event 
organisers and participants (when displaying a permit), will be exempt 
from the closure. 

The order will come into force from 7pm on Friday 2nd June 2017 and 
will apply until 9.00 pm on Sunday 4th June 2017. A copy of the order 
can be inspected at the Council Service Point, High Street, Fort William 
Mon – Fri 9.00 am - 5.00pm.

24/02/2017:   Lesley Howie, Legal Manager The Highland Council 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX

ROAD AFFECTED

C1205

The extent of the road closure will be limited to a stretch of the road from 
a point 885m eastwards from the junction of the C1205 and the A82(T) 
(just beyond the Rural Complex junction) east to the Nevis Range Car 
park, a distance of 1197 metres or thereby.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Notice is hereby given that Tobermory Harbour 
Association has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
extension to an existing pontoon area at:

Cost

Location

Tobermory 
Harbour, 
Ledaig, 

Isle of Mull

£75,000

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56° 37.228’ N
56° 37.235’ N
56° 37.215’ N
56° 37.215’ N

Longitude
Co-ordinates

06° 04.061’ W
06° 03.995’ W
06° 04.056’ W
06° 03.995’ W

Plans showing the position of the works 
may be inspected at Tobermory Post 
Office, Ledaig, Tobermory, Isle of Mull.
Objections relating to safety of navigation 
or environmental issues in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine 
Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days 
of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting 
reference: 06270
Tobermory Harbour Association

Proposed Let of a Croft
Miss Griselda Jane 
Williams is applying to the 
Crofting Commission for 
consent to let the tenancy 
of the croft at Brindle Point 
Croft, Pintalia, Appin, 
Argyll to Mr Iain MacKay, 
Cnoc Cottage, Appin, 
Argyll, PA38 4BQ.
If you consider you 
have a relevant interest 
in this application, you 
may submit comments 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or 
e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of this advert.
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

First Registration of 
Muirshearlich Township 

Crofts.
Angus Ross of Nos. 1 & 2, 
Registration Number (RN) 
C3639.
Paul & Jennifer Hodges 
No. 3A, (RN) C3640.
Henry J. Dobson, Katherine 
I. Dobson, Abigail J.C. 
Veitch & Adam J. Veitch 
No. 3B, (RN) C3641.
Archibald M. MacDonald 
No. 5, (RN) C3642.
Andrew H. N. MacBride 
No. 4, (RN) C3643.
Alastair MacGillivray, Nos. 
6 & 7, (RN) C3645.
Wilhelmina MacGillivray 
No. 8, (RN) C3644.
Archibald M. Macdonald 
Nos. 10 & 11, (RN) C3646.
Alan G. Wink No. 12, (RN) 
C3647.
Moyra W. Austin No. 13, 
(RN) C3648.
Have registered their 
crofts in the Parish of 
Kilmallie on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 31st 
October 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.

NATIONAL FOREST ESTATE COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER SCHEME
Forest Enterprise Scotland wishes to notify Community and Environmental groups that 
it is proposing the sale of the following properties:
Type of Property:  Woodland  Woodland  Woodland 
Name:  River Awe  Kilchrenan  Feochaig 
Area:  Approx. 6ha  Approx. 72ha  Approx. 39ha
Grid ref:  NN 025 308  NN 027 214  NR 769 139
Location:  near Taynuilt  by Loch Awe  near Campbeltown 
Enquiries to Forest Enterprise Scotland at communities@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or see 
our website for more information on the Community Asset Transfer Scheme.

www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland

NATIONAL FOREST ESTATE  
COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER SCHEME
Forest Enterprise Scotland wishes to notify Community 
and Environmental groups that it is proposing the sale 
of the following properties:
Type of Property:  Woodland  Land 
Name:  Dail Riabhach  Drynachan 
Area:  Approx. 55ha  Approx. 1ha
Grid ref: NN 153 811  NH 295 011 
Location:  near Fort William  Glengarry 
Enquiries to Forest Enterprise Scotland at 
communities@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or see our website 
for more information on the Community Asset 
Transfer Scheme.

www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland

Now Recruiting Site Manager for Moleigh
Shanks is a leading international waste-to-product business with over 
3,500 employees across Belgium, Canada, the Netherlands and the UK. 

We are now recruiting for the Site Manager role at our waste treatment 
site at Moleigh near Oban. The Site Manager will be responsible 
for the Transfer facility, compost plant, household waste recycling 
centre and closed landfill.

Key duties will include:
• Management of waste management and recycling site operations and 
employees
• Delivery of Contract & Financial Targets & Implementation of Company 
OH&S and Environmental policies and procedures.

Experience required:
• Experience in a similar operational management role with problem 
solving skills
• Supervisory / Management skills
• Excellent written and interpersonal communication skills
• Computer literacy 

If you are looking for a rewarding career in waste management and are a 
motivated team player with relevant skills and experience, to apply visit 
http://www.shanksmunicipal.com/careers

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

S Reid
1 Ichrachan, Glenorchy & 
Innishail
0.102 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
76333

P Boyle
Lara Croft, Knockrome
0.1009 ha –Existing house 
site
74807

*Bear Ellice Ltd
1 Garrygualach, 
Kilmonivaig
Whole croft
76675

*Bear Ellice Ltd
2 Garrygualach, 
Kilmonivaig
Whole croft
76676

*A MacDonald
23 & 24a Carnach, Lismore 
& Appin
Whole croft
76661

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 24th 
March 2017 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
in fo@crof t ing.scot land.
gov.uk

*The Commission will 
consider any expressions 
of demand when deciding 
whether to issue a 
Direction.  

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

P B Campbell
80 & 81 Lochyside, Kilmallie
74978
0.15 ha – Site for a new 
dwelling house
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

I A Wilson
1 Bohenie
74441
0.0056 ha – Site for existing 
water tanks
Condition – With fencing 
conditions 

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead 
PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/00353/PP Installation of replacement and new septic 
tanks

Darach Beag Isle Of Iona Argyll And 
Bute PA76 6SJ 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Iona

17/00276/PP Erection of extension Morvern Rockfield Road Tobermory 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6PN

Tobermory Area 
Office

17/00337/PP Erection of 2 dwellinghouses, formation of 
vehicular access and installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land South East Of Brown House 
Bunessan Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute PA67 6DG 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan 
Isle of Mull

17/00341/PP Installation of two pods for holiday letting, 
installation of sewage treatment plant and 
upgrading of vehicular access

Land South West Of Starchmill Farm 
Glen Road Bridgend Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA44 7PZ

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Fèis Latharna 
AGM

25th February 
2017

1pm Glencruitten 
Church Centre, 

Oban
All welcome

AGM 
13th March 
2016 at 7pm

in Atlantis function room.
All welcome

Proposed Assignation of 
a Croft

Margaret Black of 12 
Bentalla Crescent, Salen  
is applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at Seaview, 
Gribun, Kilfinichen & 
Kilveckeon to Joyce 
Margaret Henderson of 
The Steadings, Salen, Isle 
of Mull

If you consider you have 
a relevant interest in this 
application, you may 
submit comments in 
writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or email 
info@crof ting.scotland.
gov.uk within 28 days from 
the date of publication of 
the advert. Please note that 
any comments you provide 
are part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

The Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS) is an internationally 
recognised marine research institute and an academic partner of the 
University of the Highlands and Islands based at Dunstaffnage, near Oban. 

SAMS is a registered charity with a turnover of approximately £11m and 
a staff of around 150.  SAMS also has two wholly owned commercial 
subsidiary companies, the most important of which is SAMS Research 
Services Ltd (SRSL), with a turnover in the current FY around £2.0m.

SAMS and SRSL are seeking an enterprising, committed and energetic 
non-executive with finance experience to join their governance boards. The 
primary role is Chair of the SAMS Finance Committee.  This position also 
involves being a member of the SAMS Board, including being a Trustee of 
SAMS Charity, and Board member of SRSL. This is a key position.  

The Finance Committee formally receives, scrutinises and challenges 
the financial reports from the SAMS executive quarterly and engages 
informally with the SAMS executive more frequently as required.  The Chair 
also liaises with SAMS Audit Committee.

The total time commitment of this position is approximately 20 days a 
year (plus preparation time), with meetings typically held at the SAMS 
laboratory.  A remuneration of £3,000 per annum is paid, together with 
travel and subsistence expenses. 

Informal enquiries and applications should be sent to Professor Nicholas 
Owens, Director, nick.owens@sams.ac.uk or telephone 01631 559272

Chair of Finance Committee: 
Non-executive position

Closing date for all applications is 28th February 2017
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS

Bid4OBAN Ltd
Notice of 

AGM
Tuesday 21 March 2017

At The Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Breadalbane Street, Oban

6.00pm for Members, 
6.20pm for Public 

Bid4OBAN Ltd
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NEW YEAR OFFER
EXTENDED

NO LISTING FEES 
IN FEBRUARY!

Call our o�  ces in February 
to take advantage of our latest o� er

So if you want to see how West could save you money, why not call us 
today and � nd out about our fantastic sales o� er!

HOW TO DEAL WITH PROPERTIES 
BETWEEN TENANTS

Void periods are one of the 
downsides of operating rental 
properties. Landlords need 
to make sure they are dealing 
with the property properly to 
ensure they are making the 
most of it. Here, we take a 
look at a few tips for making 
the most of void periods. 

Get things done

With disruption to a resident not an 
issue and the chance to come and go 
whenever suits whoever is doing the 
work, it is the most effi cient time to get 
in and get the property sorted out and 
looking perfect before it’s time for the 
next person to move in. 

Utilities

There are a number of things you can 
sort out when it comes to utilities and 
billing around the time when someone 
has moved out. For example, you can 
take this time to let gas, electric and wa-
ter providers know that your tenant has 
moved out. It can also be a good time to 
get meter readings carried out within the 
property so you can provide all of these 
to the next tenant.

Ensure the property is looked after

While the property is empty, it is impor-
tant to make sure everything is being 
looked after and not falling victim to the 
weather or crime. When it is cold, for ex-
ample, the temperature drop can cause 
water pipes to burst, so landlords need 
to make sure that even when some-
where is empty, it still has heating on at 
certain times to keep the place warm. It 
is also a good idea to give the house or 
fl at a quick check over every few days, 
just to make sure that it’s secure. 

For more advice on dealing with a prop-
erty between tenants, or assistance in 
making sure your rental is looking its 
best for potential new tenants, give us 
a call. 

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

www.west-property.co.uk
9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

RIVERSIDE COURT, TOBERMORY

32 Riverside Court is a superb 3 bedroom semi-detached 
house located in the beautiful town of Tobermory on 
the Isle of Mull. This modern home has been tastefully 
decorated and is in walk-in condition, offering spacious 
family accommodation arranged over 2 floors. Viewing is 
essential to appreciate all this property has to offer. 

• Semi-Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom/

1 WC
• Walk-in Condition
• Garden and Private Parking
• Ideal Family Home
• EPC Rating: D62

OIRO £180,000

HIGH STREET, OBAN

A deceptively spacious 3 bedroom second floor flat, located 
minutes’ walk from Oban town centre. The flat is presented in 
excellent condition and centrally located for all Oban’s many 
amenities and attractions. The flat is accessed via a secure 
door entry security system from the street and you are greeted 
by a well maintained close which is bright and clean. 

• Spacious Second Floor apartment
• 3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1 WC
• In a well maintained block
• Excellent decorative order 

throughout
• Central location  
• EPC Rating - B85

£135,000

FLAT LOWER GYLEN, OBAN

Well presented 1 bedroom ground floor flat and located 
close to Oban town centre. This bright flat comprises of 
hall, bathroom, lounge with kitchen area and one bedroom 
with built in wardrobes. The property has been recently 
renovated to a very high standard and is suitable for a 
professional person. AVAILABLE MARCH 2017.

• Landlord Registration 
No.424701/130/01131

• EPC Rating - D61
• Council Tax (B)
• Modern 1 bedroom
• Oban town centre

£480 PCM

ARGYLL SQUARE, OBAN

Spacious 2 Bedroom Flat in Oban town centre. This 
property comprises of two furnished double bedrooms 
with plentiful storage, a separate kitchen and lounge, and 
bathroom with shower and bath facilities. The large kitchen 
has table and chairs as well as white goods and the lounge 
has two sofas. Available end February 2017.

• Landlord registration 
354798/130/09001

• EPC - D(66)
• Council Tax (Band C) and 

Utilities excluded from rent.
• Gas central heating throughout
• Double glazed windows

£550 PCM

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

SILVERHILL, ACHARACLE EPC E41
GUIDE PRICE £275,000 

3 BEN CRUACHAN VIEW, OBAN EPC D64
GUIDE PRICE £150,000 

A unique and spacious detached house in a spectacular setting with 
views over the Sound of Mull.

A practically confi gured 3 bedroom house in an elevated position 
with views over Oban.

Home movers in Scotland move the furthest distance when setting up 
home – an average of 55.34 miles¹ – according to Royal Mail’s redirec-
tion service. That is twice the national average of 25.83 miles.

Royal Mail analysed more than one million redirection applications 
from September 2015 to September 2016 to build an interactive map 
that can be searched by postcode to reveal the number of moves in 
and out of that area and the shortest and longest moves. It can be 
found at www.royalmail.com/redirection-moving-map.

According to the data, the shortest single redirection in Scotland was 
0.15 miles while the furthest was 512 miles – the equivalent of more 
than 19 marathons.

Nationally, the shortest moves – based on average distance per post-
code² – are:

Postcode moved from  Average distance in miles
M2 – Manchester city centre 0.30
WC2R – Westminster  2.06
WC1V – High Holborn, London 2.42
PE35 – Sandringham  2.50
WC1R – Gray’s Inn, London 3.17
PA45 – Isle of Islay  3.20
EC3R – Billingsgate, London 3.48
EC3M – City of London  3.50
BN52 – Hove   3.63
BT65 – Craigavon  4.00

It is a di� erent matter for those on the West Coast of Scotland and the 
Hebridean Islands. IV48 Isle of Skye residents travelled, on average, 
more than 495 miles to set up a new home.

The longest moves – based on average distance per postcode² – are:

Postcode moved from  Average distance in miles
IV48 – Isle of Skye  495.3
IV53 – Strome Ferry  458.5
PH39 – Arisaig   337.6
HS4 – Isle of Scalpay  291
TR25 – Isle of Scilly  257.5
IV47 – Isle of Skye  248.6
PA48 – Isle of Islay  235.7
TR24 – Isle of Scilly  229.3
HS3 – Isle of Scalpay  229.3
IV54 – Strathcarron  227.8

Looking at the regions, Scottish home movers travel 55.34 miles, while 
those in the north-west stay closest to their previous property, moving 
19.17 miles.

Isle of Skye residents travelled some of the longest 
distances to set up home in the UK.

UK’s � rst home move map reveals Scotland’s habits Coming Soon to the 
property section of the 

Oban Times!

Next Week...

Spring Homes and Gardens: 
advice, ideas and insight into 

specialist services on your 
doorstep.

Issue 23rd March:

Spring Property:
Extensive feature on 

properties that are on the 
market throughout Argyll and 
the Isles. If you are looking to 
buy, sell or build, this is the 

feature to watch out for!
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OBAN BLINDS

PORTABLE SITES

TRADE SUPPLIES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Kitchens, Glazing, Windows & Doors, Roofl ights, Flat Roofs, Roofl ine, 
Porches, Conservatories, Sun Rooms, Extensions, New Builds 
including Architectural Services

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

COAL FOR SALE
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FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

TREES

Hawthorn/Blackthorn  
bareroot whips, locally grown 

Taynuilt Trees 
Now on 

SALE! 

Tel.: 01866 822591 or 07748 038584 
email: peter@taynuilttrees.co.uk 

From 30p  each+ VAT 

Hedging Plants 

CHIMNEY SERVICES

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

TREE SURGEON

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

CHIMNEY POTS Victorian 
chimney pots, garden roll-
ers and cart wheels,. Prices 
start at £30,  Telephone 
01631 564578

 BOOKS
FOLK MUSIC JOURNAL 
Good number of the eng-
lish folk dance and song 
society journals, very good 
condition. Call evening, 
Telephone 01852 300154

 BUILDING / DIY
BELLE CEMENT MIXER, 
stand, transformer and ex-
tensive Industrial ext. cable 
Excellent condition, used 
twice, stored indoors, £250 
Telephone 01631 770394²
BOSCH ELECTRIC DRILL 
Bosch PSB 600 RES 
Corded Impact Electric Drill. 
C/W Carry Case. NEW / 
Unused, £29 Telephone 
01586 551658

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR ROOF BOX Halfords 
car roof box with lockable 
roof bars, £80 Telephone 
01631 562737

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

ATV REFURBISHMENT 
PROJECT Limpet, very 
simple rear wheel drive, 
ATV built in Scotland 
1970s, now no longer avail-
able or supported. In a shed 
near Crinan, £99 Telephone 
01436 673326²

 CDS, DVDS AND 
VIDEOS

BBC ONEDIN LINE DVDS 
Complete series 1-5 played 
once, £14 Tel 01397 712619
PLANET EARTH DVD as 
new played once, complete 
series fi ve dvd’s, £5 Tele-
phone 01631 710487

VARIOUS DVD\’S Bill 
Bailey Qualmpeddler and 
Guide to Orchestra, Mr 
Poppers Penguins, O 
Brother Where Art Thou, 
all £1.00, Telephone 01631 
710487

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

PURE WOOL KILT Black 
Watch Kilt 35”-39” plus 
jacket, vest, shirt, belt and 
buckle, brogues size 9, 
sporran, Sgian Dubh, hoses 
and fl ashes. Nearly new, 
£280.00 Telephone 01546 
810265²
TRAINERS Female pair of 
trainers, new excellent con-
dition, size 5, white with hint 
of grey. Calls evening, £30 
Telephone 01852 300154

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

ANTLER LAPTOP BAG 
would take 17”laptop, plenty 
of storage for software and 
other offi ce accessories, 
£20 ono Telephone 01631 
710487

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BUSH ELECTRIC COOK-
ER Bush Electric Cooker 
main fan oven, separate grill, 
ceramic hob, white, 50cm 
wide. As new condition. 
Reason, kitchen restyle, £90 
Tel 01852 316059
FRIDGE Hotpoint under 
counter fridge with icebox, 
4 years old, excellent con-
dition, £70 ono Telephone 
07786 843771
FRIDGE 1 small fridge, 
good working order, £25 
Telephone 01631 730207
FRIDGE FREEZER  7.4 cu 
feet Beko fridge freezer. Top 
fridge and bottom freezer. H 
1.34cm, W 55cm, D 60cm. 
In very good order and 
excellent condition, £80 
Telephone 01631 563188

VACUUM CLEANER  
Hoover Alyx, 1800 watt 
bag less cyclonic cylinder 
vacuum cleaner, little used, 
vgc, £20 Telephone 01631 
720395
VACUUM CLEANER Mor-
phy Richards bagless up-
right vacuum cleaner with 
tools, 2 years old, seldom 
used, £40 ono Telephone 
07786 843771
VAX VACUUM CLEANER 
Vax vacuum cleaner, excel-
lent condition, can deliver 
to Oban, call evening, £30 
Telephone 01852300154

 FIREARMS
GUNS FOR SALE Ruger 
10-22 Varmint, wood blue, 
SAC sound mod £350, 
Beretta 678 delux £1,000 
Beretta 682 Gold E £2,200  
Beretta M2 semi-auto £650 
FAC required,  Telephone 
07990 886646²

 FURNITURE
ARMCHAIRS 2 x pink com-
fortable pink armchairs, 
£50 each Telephone 01631 
730207
DINING CHAIRS Four 
dining chairs, dark wood, 
beige seats, good condi-
tion, £35 Telephone 01586 
552660
DINING TABLE drop 
leaf dining table, dark 
wood, seats 4/6, excellent 
condition, surplus to re-
quirements, £40 Telephone 
01586 552660
DOUBLE WARDROBE 
with mirror, £20 Telephone 
01631 566793
DRESSING TABLE with 
mirror, £30 Telephone 
01631 56679
LARGE DISPLAY CABI-
NET with drink section and 
storage below, dark wood, 
surplus to requirements, 
free to fi rst caller,  Tele-
phone 01586 552660

SINGLE DIVAN BED with 
mattress and headboard, 
£30 Telephone 01631 
566793.
SOFA AND ARMCHAIRS 
Terracotta 3 seater M & S 
sofa and two armchairs very 
comfortable, £60 Telephone 
07841 881463
THREE SEATER SOFA 
and two seater sofa, green 
leather. Could sell separate-
ly,  £99.99 Telephone 01631 
566793

 GARDEN
POLYTUNNEL COVER 
Brand new still in roll 12m x 
7.3m, £95 Telephone 01680 
300460
VINTAGE CART WHEELS  
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30 Telephone 01631 
564578

VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. 
Prices from, £40 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90. Can deliver 
Telephone 01631 564578

 GARDEN MACHINERY

CHAINSAW 21ins chainsaw 
in good working order, Mitox 
saw horse with chainsaw hold-
er, £99.99 Tel 01631 581427
LAWN MOWER petrol lawn 
mower 46 cm cut selfdrive 
good condition for sale, £90 
Tel 01631 720159

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

FIT FLOPS Genuine Fit 
Flops, brand new, size 6, 
pewter, cost £60. Call eve-
nings and weekends, £50 
Telephone 01631 562750
V-FIT AB ROLLER sit up 
frame - complete with frame 
computer. Call evenings 
and weekends, £20 Tele-
phone 01631 562750

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

BURNER Log and brown 
coal burner, cylindrical 
contemporary design, glass 
front and sides, Jotul, ILD 3, 
5.7 KW, excellent condition, 
can delivery locally, £1100 
Telephone 07930 228182
HEATERS Night storage 
heaters with convector, 2 x 
1.70kw, as new,  £40 Tele-
phone 01852 500258

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print Tel 01586 554975

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
32” TELEVISION Toshiba 
32” HD ready television 
c/w remote, £50 Telephone 
01631 564578²

 HOME FURNISHINGS
DINING TABLE Solid pine 
dinning table & 4 solid pine 
dinning chairs, buyer col-
lects, £50 Telephone 07399 
791185
VINTAGE SINGER SEW-
ING MACHINE vintage 
singer sewing machine with 
electric motor in good condi-
tion for sale, £35 Telephone 
01631 720159

 HOME OFFICE
EXECUTIVE DESK 
excellent condition. 
L=154,W=75,H72cm. 3 
drawers right,1drawer 
+ fi ling drawer left. Call 
evenings, £60 Telephone 
01852 300154
SMALL DESK COMPUTER 
Small computer desk, ex-
cellent condition, L=82cm, 
W=50-58cm, H=80cm. 
Packed, can deliver to 
Oban. Call evenings, £30 
Tel 01852 300154

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

SHOWER SCREEN FOR 
BATH hinged glass with 
aluminium frame, right or 
left hinged, heavy quality 
made item, 1400mm high 
x 1000mm wide item clean 
and ready to install, £70 
Telephone 01855 821278 
photo available by email

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX as 
new and in carry case. Call 
evenings and weekends, 
£20 Tel 01631 562750
GLOBETROTTER HAND 
LUGGAGE small case 
black, smart lining could be 

used for offi ce use would 
take laptop etc, £20 Tele-
phone 01631 710487

 MAIL ORDER

SCOTTISH FIELD CAL-
ENDARS CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE

MOORING OBAN BAY 
Serviced 16 metre 20 tonne 
mooring available for rent 
for 2017 season, £700 Tel 
07584 341513

 MARINE UNDER £250

4HP OUTBOARD Ailsa 
Craig 4hp 2 stroke outboard 
air cooled. Running ok, £99 
Telephone 01631 720414

 MISCELLANEOUS

ASSORTED KNIVES But-
ter, Cheese and Grapefruit, 
£2 each Tel 01397 712619
CARVING KNIFE 1, £4 
Telephone 01397 712619

DESK FAN 12”blades, three 
speed, oscillating function , 
£10 ono Telephone 01631 
710487
DINNER KNIVES Six extra 
large bone handled by Firth 
Brearley Sheffi eld Steel 
1945, £16 Telephone 01397 
712619
STEEL FORKS Six, £4 
Telephone 01397 712619
WATER FEATURE Vintage 
bronze effect water feature, 
ideal for conservatory use, 
beautiful mermaid with 
shell, complete with triple 
lights with antique shades. 
Cost £350. Call evenings 
and weekends, £99.99 Tele-
phone 01631 562750

 PHOTOGRAPHY

FUJIFILM CAMERA Finepix 
S800fd digital camera, in ex-
cellent condition, complete 
with leather case, strap, all 

cables, CD, manual and 
256mb card. All in original 
box. Call evenings and 
weekends, £85 Tel 01631 
562750

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

EPSON PRINTER Stylus 
SX130 series colour printer, 
used twice. Call evenings 
and weekends, £20 Tel 
01631 562750
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL Market your business 
effectively with professional-
ly designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake.  
Call Krisp Print  Tel 01586 
554975.

PINE KITCHEN 
DRESSER

Pine kitchen 
dresser with plenty 
useful storage and 
displaying space. 
Dimension height 
1.9m, width 1.6m 
and depth 0.4m. 
Buyer to collect,

£100
Tel 07444 641346
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OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

ALISTAIR FOTHERGILL
Former pupil of Luing Primary and Oban High School 

recently passed out as a Royal Marine Commando.

PASSING OUT

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
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www.obantimes.co.uk
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
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Thought  for the week

DEATHS 

BARBOUR – Peacefully in 
the loving care of Balclutha 
Court Nursing Home on 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 
in her 97th year, Catherine 
(Cathie) neé Campbell, 
beloved wife of the late 
Archie, dearly loved mother 
of Innes and Fiona, dear 
mother-in-law of Archie Neil 
and Finlay and a much a loved 
gran of Archie Alex and 
Rhona. A service will be held 
at Greenock Crematorium 
on Thursday, February 23 at 
2pm to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 
fl owers only please. There 
will be a retiral collection for 
British Heart Foundation and 
Cancer Research in memory 
of Cathie.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on February 14, 2017, 
in her 80th year, Georgina 
Alexander Campbell (Ina 
Lawrie), dear mum of Ewen, 
Lawrie and Iain, much loved 
partner of Joe, a loving 
mother-in-law, granny, sister 
and aunt. Sadly missed.
CAMPBELL – At the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, after a short illness, 
on Tuesday February 14, 
2017 and with his family by 
his side, Peter Campbell, 
aged 70 years. Husband of 
the late Margaret Campbell.
Dearly loved dad of Peter and 
Michelle and loving granpa to 
Stephen. A dear brother and 
uncle. Sadly missed. R.I.P.
GRANT - Peacefully, 
at Eadar Glinn, Oban, 
on February 14, 2017, 
Magdalene, (Madge).  
Funeral will take place at 
St. John’s Catherdral, Oban, 
on Thursday, February 23, 
2017 at 1.00 p.m. to which 
all are welcome. Thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only. Retiral 
collection/donations will be 
taken for the Eadar Glinn 
Residents Fund.
MACDONALD -  Jessie, 
late of  Springwell and 
Gollanfi eld, Onich, died 
peacefully, aged 88 years, 
at Abbeyfi eld, Ballachulish, 
on  February 19,  2017. A 
dear aunt sadly missed by 
Barbara, Carol and all the 
family.  Funeral service to 
which all friends respectfully 
invited, at Nether Lochaber 
Parish Church, Onich, at 1 
pm on Thursday  February 
23 and thereafter at Innis-na-
Birlinn Cemetery.  Family 
fl owers only please.
McPHAIL - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on February 
16, 2017, in his 83rd year, 
Charlie McPhail, devoted 
father to John and Sheonaid, 
father-in-law to Drew and 
grandpa to Andrew and 
Lizzie. Sadly missed. Funeral 
service will take place at 
Glenorchy and Innishael 
Parish Church, Dalmally, on 
Friday, February 24, 2017 
at 1.00 p.m. Thereafter to 
Dalmally Cemetery. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CLARK - Vivien and Iain 
would to thank Glen Mor 
Medical Practice for their 

care and support given 
to Julia over the past fi ve 
years. Grateful thanks 
to Mr David Anderson 
for conducting a lovely 
service, to staff at McFall 
Undertakers for effi cient 
funeral arrangements and 
to MacDonald Bros for the 
beautiful fl owers.  Thanks 
to all for sympathy cards, 
messages, visits and fl owers 
received, all who attended 
the service at Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Parish Church and 
generous donations made to 
Moss Park Residents Fund.  
Finally, special thanks to all 
the staff at Moss Park for the 
high standard of care given to 
Julia over the last three years.
WATSON-HENDERSON 
- The family would like to 
thank everyone for their 
cards, letters, telephone calls, 
fl owers, baking and support 
following the death of our 
mother June. Our sincere 
thanks go to Doctors Nicky 
Campbell, Fiona Johnson, 
Richard Wilson and all at 
the Lorn Medical Centre and 
the care provided to allow 
June to remain at home. Our 
grateful thanks to Ian and 
his team at D and A Munn 
for their respectful caring 
and professional services.  
Heartfelt thanks go to the 
Very Rev Nicki McNelly, 
Kerr Jamieson, Lillian and 
the Choir, Norman Martin, 
Ted Heath and our cousin 
Inger for making the service 
so memorable. Thanks also 
to the Rowan Tree Hotel and 
Justine for the fl owers. Finally 
thank you to all who turned 
out to pay their respects at the 
church and graveside. Our 
wholehearted appreciation 
to the North Argyll Carers 
Centre for all that they do. 
The retiring collection for 
North Argyll Carers Centre/
Marie Curie Local Branch 
came to £528.62.

MEMORIAMS

BEATON – Treasured 
memories our dad and 
grampa Archie, who died 
February 22, 2016 and our 
mum and granny Lizzie, who 
died June 2, 2011.
Loved and remembered always.
- Sheena, Donald and families
BROWN - In loving memory 
of my dear husband Alaisdair 
who died on February 25, 
2005. Also my brother-in-law 
Hector who died March 24, 2004. 
Your presence I miss 
Your memories I treasure 
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.
- Seaonaid, 11 Balephuil, Tiree.
CHISHOLM - Stewart 
(Chubby). In loving memory 
of a devoted father and grandpa, 
who died February 24, 2012.
We miss you now
Our hearts are sore
As time goes by we miss you more
Your loving smile
Your gentle face
No one can fi ll your vacant place
Forever in our hearts.
- Natalie, Morgan, Owen and 
Brione.
CHISHOLM - James Stewart 
(Chubby), February 24, 2012.
It’s just a little
But means a lot
To say dear friend
We haven’t forgot.
- Love Jim and Freda.

CLARK – In loving memory 
of Gary, died February 24, 2012.
We never lose the ones we 
love for love its self lives on.
- Gran and family.
GIBSON - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and granny Marybell, who 
died February 23, 1987.
Remembering you mum is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is the heartache 
That never goes away.
- Iain and family, Dalmally 
and Margaret and family, 
Canada.
MACAULAY - Precious 
memories of Ian a loving 
husband, dad and grampa 
who passed away on 
February 20, 2013.
You always had a smile to share
A laugh, a joke and time to care
A wonderful nature, warm 
and true
Are the many memories we 
have of you 
- Mary, Neil, John and Ginah, 
Oban, Bulgaria and Dubai
We will always love you grampa
- Emma, Callum and Jay xxx
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of our beloved mother, 
gran & great gran, Margaret 
MacDonald who passed away 
on February 21, 2005.
Sorely missed, also 
remembering loved ones 
gone before.
Carson ma ta bhios sibh ri bron
mar dhream gun dochas mor
am bheil sa ‘bhas ach 
teachdair sith
gan gairm gu Rioghachd na gloir
Dear Mam give our love to Da.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughters Maryfl ora, Sandra, 
May Margaret and families.
MACDOUGALL - A’ 
cuimhneachadh m’ athar, 
Eòghann.  
- Eleanor.
MACDOUGALL – In loving 
memory of Ewan MacDougall 
who died February 25, 2010. 
RIP.
- Ewena
MACGILL - In loving 
memory of Donald MacGill, 
who passed away February 
23, 1991. Always in our 
thoughts. Beloved husband of 
the late Nancy and dear father 
of Anne and Neil.
MACQUEEN – In loving 
memory of Veronica, a much 
loved sister and auntie, who 

THE season of Lent is 
here. Lent is a time of 
preparation, of spiritual 
spring-cleaning and 
reconditioning which 
can challenge us to 
reflect on our relation-
ship with God and each 
other. Lent provides 
opportunities to assess 
rough and hard experi-
ences of life, the inner 
wounds we carry, along 
with the things that are 
worthwhile and health 
promoting, and, most 
importantly, the place 
we give to God in our 
living.

The psalmist recog-
nised that what was cru-
cial and central to daily 
life was a willingness to 
have God remake his 
heart, to have his whole 
motivation tuned into 
God’s way of being. He 
cried out to God, asking 
for the gift of spiritual 
reconditioning, for ‘a 
clean heart and right 
spirit’, which is God’s 
h e a r t - t r a n s f o r m i n g 
work, offered to all 
who turn to Him. The 
psalmist knew that this 
was the only way to live 
close to God and so 

find inner peace and 
wellbeing.

Jesus explained to 
his followers and the 
religious officials that 
those things which de-
file someone, and show 
up people for what they 
really are, come from 
the heart – the lies, the 
evil ideas, the hate, the 
meanness. 

These actions come, 
not from outward be-
haviours, but from the 
heart, and cannot be 
washed away by water 
or removed by some 
legal formula. 

The only remedy 
is repentance and 
God’s forgiveness. 
Only then can God’s 
heart-remake establish 
a right relationship with 
Him and others. This 
‘new and right spirit’ 
engenders a grateful 
heart that recognises 
God’s grace and mercy 
towards us, bringing 
a new way of living.                                                                                                                                          
  Make this Lent season 
a time of being recondi-
tioned and refreshed by 
God.

Rev Carol Leech

‘Create in me a clean heart, oh God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me’

Psalm 51 v10

Oban primary school was selected to 
launch Catholic Education Week 2017
OBAN’S St Columba’s Pri-
mary School was the chosen 
venue to launch this year’s 
Catholic Education Week.

The primary school was 
selected by the Scottish 
Catholic Education Service 
(SCES).

It was picked in order 
to help the service reach 
areas where the oppor-
tunity to attend Catholic 
schools isn’t as readily 
available.

The purpose of the 
week is to highlight the 
importance of education 
in society – everyone, from 
young and old, is asked to 
reflect on their own roles in 
regards to education.

Speaking to The Oban 
Times, St Columba’s head 
teacher, Michaelina Mac-
Lellan, said: ‘We felt very 
honoured and privileged to 
host the launch.

‘Part of the reason we 
were chosen was because it 
was Bishop Brian McGee’s 
first year as Bishop of Ar-
gyll and the Isles.

‘We are very grateful for 

the support that we were 
given.’

The Oban primary school 
was given a week and a half 
to prepare for the launch.

Primary seven pupils 
created videos, discussing 
what Pope Francis’ new 
beatitudes meant to them 
and classes from primaries 
one to seven collaborated 
and created a wall of art.

‘Our pupils and staff were 
an absolute credit to our 
school. I just want to thank 
everyone who helped,’ Ms 
MacLellan said.

‘The theme of this year’s 
event is to develop our 
school as a community of 
faith and learning.

‘This is part and parcel 
of what we do anyway with 
being a Catholic school. 
We will carry on to build 
relationships with people in 
our parish.’

In the school’s monthly 
newsletter, Ms MacLellan 
wrote: ‘The launch for 
Catholic Education Week 
was a huge success for our 
school and we have been 

overwhelmed by the letters, 
emails and kind words that 
we have received from 
the visitors who attended, 
complimenting our school’s 
ethos and praising our 
children and staff.

‘We are very fortunate 
to have such a supportive 
community and we are tru-
ly grateful to everyone who 
helped us to prepare for 
this very special occasion.’

A wide range of personnel 
attended the launch, such 
as Oban North and Lorn 
councillor Kieron Green; 
members of the church, 
including Bishop Brian 
McGee of Argyll and the 
Isles; parish and parent 
representatives; Anne 
Paterson, acting head of 
service for education; and 
Barbara Coupar and Ellen 
McBride, from SCES.

Everyone then joined 
senior pupils and staff of 
St Columba’s Primary for a 
celebratory lunch.

For more information, 
visit www.sces.org.uk/
catholic-education-week.

St Columba’s Primary in Oban launched Catholic Education Week, when  Bishop Brian 
McGee and Barbara Coupar visited the school. Picture: Paul Mc Sherry, SCES 

AT THE February meeting 
of Muckairn Church Guild, 
Hugh Henderson of Mission 
International spoke about 
The Haiti Project, for which 
the guild is to raise money 
with a coffee morning on 
May 6. Mission International 
is based in Dundee and 
started in 2006. It has 
projects in several African 
countries, as well as India, 
Peru and Haiti.

Haiti is the poorest country 
in the western hemisphere, 
where only 48 per cent of 
the people are literate. In 
2010, a massive earthquake 
left 200,000 people dead 
and more than a million 
homeless.

The mission works with 
a local church to bring the 
love of Jesus and improve 
the people’s lives; helps 
community development and 
skill development, so that 

income may be generated; 
provides medical care; and 
offers education, so that the 
next generation can break 
the cycle of poverty.

The Mission International 
project is to build a 
multi-purpose facility for 
Ouanaminthe, working with 
the local church. The 
building will incorporate a 
school, community centre 
and church sanctuary.

The people are descended 
from African slaves and are 

mostly Roman Catholic with 
some charismatic faiths. The 
climate is hot and humid 
and the government corrupt, 
so all funds are channelled 
through the church. Jessie 
Servant expressed everyone’s 
appreciation to Hugh and 
some of the attractive 
jewellery made in Haiti was 
purchased.

The World Day of Prayer 
service will be held in the 
Visitation Church, Taynuilt, 
on March 3 at 7.30pm.

Muckairn Church Guild

passed away February 25, 2000.
Precious memories last forever.
- Violet, Iain, Janette, 
Jennifer and families
MACQUEEN - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
Veronica, who passed away 
on February 25, 2000.
Love and miss you always
- Yvonne, Richard, Michael 
and Innes x
MATHERS - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
aunty, Vicky Mathers, sadly 
lost on February 23, 2015.
Who remains forever in our 
hearts. Love u sis.
- Becca, Alex, Katie and Joe 
xxx
MATHERS - Precious 
memories of my lovely 
partner, Vicky, who died 
February 23, 2015.
Your presence I miss
Your memory I treasure
I will love you always
And forget you never.
- All my love Caroline xxx
McLENNAN – In loving 
memory of a dear brother 
and uncle Willie, who died 
February 24, 2008.
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear.
- Margaret, Elsie and family.
MORTON – In loving memory 
of Catherine Morton, passed 
away February 24, 1995.
Beloved wife and mother, 
forever in our thoughts.
- John, John and David x
Beloved daughter-in-law, 
always in my thoughts.
- Mum x
Beloved mum and nana, 
forever in our thoughts
- Norman, Karen, Christopher, 
Lewis and Arran xxx
POULTON - In loving 
memory of my dear grandson 
and our nephew Danny who 
died on February 15, 1992.
Loved and remembered always.
- Freena and family.
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Sailing

School shinty

ISLE OF Arran sailor Neil 
Hunter, who was skipper on 
board the Land Rover BAR 
Academy GC32 competing in 
the Extreme Sailing Series and 
Red Bull Youth America’s Cup, 
has recently been promoted to 
the British America’s Cup sen-
ior sailing team. He joins the 
team in Bermuda for training 
ahead of the 35th America’s 
Cup, which will take place in 
May/June this year.

The Land Rover BAR Acad-
emy head out to Sydney for the 
finale of the Extreme Sailing 

Land Rover BAR skipper and principal Sir Ben Ainslie, left,  hands Neil Hunter his senior shirt.
Photo: Land Rover BAR / Harry KH

Arran sailor joins 
British America’s
Cup senior team

Series™ boosted by the news 
that 21-year-old skipper Neil 
Hunter will be joining the sen-
ior Land Rover BAR team in 
Bermuda, as they train for the 
35th America’s Cup. Hunter 
got the call up a few weeks ago.

Neil said: ‘A week after the 
Academy fitness test, Jono 
Macbeth (Land Rover BAR 
sailing team manager) asked 
me to come in and do another 
fitness test. I was then asked to 
join Ben Ainslie and the team 
for a few days of sailing in the 
Solent. A week after that, Jono 

called me and offered me a 
place in the America’s Cup 
sailing team, which obviously 
was massive and I’m still stoked 
about it now, to be honest. 
Fitness is a huge part of it, and 
I’ve put a huge amount of work 
into that, but it’s also just being 
generally hard working.

Jono Macbeth commented, 
‘There was a position available 
with the team and Neil is the 
perfect fit. He is hardworking, 
incredibly fit and willing to 
learn. We had a vision for this 
type of promotion to happen 

within the Land Rover BAR 
Academy, but none of us ex-
pected it to happen this quickly.

‘Neil can be a great asset for 
the team, not just this time 
round but also into the future. 
We plan to make more promo-
tions, to create a new pathway 
into the America’s Cup. The 
sailing team are proud of the 
shirts they wear, the numbers 
they carry, and they can be 
proud when guys like Neil step 
up and make one their own.’

Shinty development o�  cer Euan McMurdo pictured with team representatives Calum Campbell of 
Rock� eld, James Muir of Rock� eld, Euan Tosh of Park; front row: Sam Anderson of Dunadd, Scott 

McPhee of Taynuilt and Conon Burn of St Columba’s. Photo: Kevin McGlynn.

THE FUTURE of shinty in 
the Oban area received a boost 
when the Oban Area Develop-
ment Group secured a £5,000 
grant from the Heart of the 
Community Trust, supported 
by Scottish Sea Farms.

The money will be released 
over a five-year period and will 
help safeguard the future of 
primary school shinty tourna-
ments.

Euan McMurdo, secretary of 
the group, said: ‘We are delight-
ed to receive this cash from the 
Heart of the Community Fund 
as it will let us hire venues such 
as Atlantis Leisure in Oban and 

Five years of support for shinty
other halls for indoor practice 
and tournaments. The money 
will also be used to purchase 
medals and equipment and we 
are really grateful to Scottish 
Sea Farms for helping us keep 
the sport of shinty growing in 
Scotland.’

McMurdo added: ‘Anyone 
who wishes to get involved in 
playing shinty in the Oban 
area should get in touch with 
their primary school or one 
of the local clubs in or around 
Oban. With the indoor season 
finishing, the primary school 
competitions will now move 
outside, hosting festivals from 

April until September. Ap-
proximately 140 primary-aged 
children currently attend each 
festival which demonstrates the 
popularity and fun with getting 
involved in shinty.’ 

Georgie McKenzie, SSF rep-
resentative, said: ‘We under-
stand that there is a growing 
interest in the sport and we 
are happy that our Heart of 
the Community fund can help 
youngsters stay active and 
get involved with a sport they 
enjoy.’

FOLLOWING his third place 
finish in Miami, Lorenzo Chi-
avarini is now ranked third in 
the world.

The Mid Argyll sailor was 
fifth in the world rankings 
before winning bronze in the 
Laser class medal race, the first 
world cup regatta of the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games cycle.

After adding the extra points 
he accumulated from this race, 
he is currently ranked third.

Sinclair � ies to second
place in Snowman Rally
OBAN rally driver Shaun 
Sinclair made a flying start to 
his 2017 MSA Scottish Rally 
Championship campaign this 
weekend. The Scot finished 
second overall among an entry 
packed with talent on the Snow-
man Rally, based in Inverness.

Driving a McKinstry Motor-
sport-run Subaru Impreza 
WRC S14, Sinclair and Welsh 
co-driver Jamie Edwards, from 
Wrexham, were hoping for a 
strong start to the season ahead 
of the event.  

Having contested a rally 
in Ireland the week before 
as a warm-up, the team felt 
confident of a top five placing 
on the Snowman, which used 
forest stages in and around the 
Inverness and Dingwall area.

The Sinclair Plant and Con-
tracting-backed team decided 
to throw caution to the wind 
on the first stage of the rally, 
Meall Torr. The pair were joint 
fastest overall and led the rally 
after the opening test.  The pair 
slipped into second place on the 
next stage as they encountered 
a treacherous surface on the 
wet and muddy gravel roads.

It was on the third stage 
where the team nearly came 
unstuck, however. Arriving at 
an artificially made chicane, 
the Subaru couldn’t turn in and 
stopped right in front of a large 
straw bale blocking their path.  

The Subaru took an eternity 
to select reverse, and once it 
did, the crew were able to con-

tinue, having dropped around 
12 seconds.

In their haste to get going 
again, the ‘stage’ mode for the 
car wasn’t selected, meaning 
the car was down on power and 
not working correctly for the 
remainder of the stage. It was 
only after the stage the crew re-
alised they had cost themselves 
valuable time in doing so.

Multiple Scottish Rally cham-
pion David Bogie flew through 
that third stage – and now held 
an advantage of 35 seconds 
over Sinclair.  

Scottish champion Jock 
Armstrong was just a handful 
of seconds behind in third 
place – so Sinclair and Edwards 
knew they needed trouble-free 
runs through the final two tests 
of the rally in order to maintain 
that second position.  

With the Pirelli-shod Subaru 
working well, Armstrong could 
only take a single second back 
from the team on the fourth 
test, meaning they entered the 
near 11-mile final stage of the 
rally with a nine-second advan-
tage over their fellow Subaru 
driver.

Sinclair and Edwards pushed 
hard through that final stage. 
The team were second fastest 
behind rally winner Bogie – but 
crucially they were 15 seconds 
faster than Armstrong, who 
was overtaken for third place 
on the very last stage by the 
hard-charging Euan Thorburn.

Back at the finish in Inver-

ness, Sinclair was delighted 
with a fine second place, and 
first finisher on Pirelli tyres.

Shaun said: ‘We would have 
snapped the hand off anyone 
offering us a top five result this 
morning.  It’s a very strong entry 
in the Scottish championship 
again this year with some very 
quick people involved. To start 
the day with fastest time put us 
in the right frame of mind. It 
was disappointing to lose quite 
a bit of time in stage three, but 
we got back into the swing of 
things on the final two tests and 
we made very few mistakes.

‘I’m still learning the car as 
I’ve not done many miles in 
it – but altogether I feel like we 
have a strong team this year.  
We’ll need to continue this 
good start into the next couple 
of events in order to keep 
racking up the points, which 
is the most important thing. It 
couldn’t have gone much better 
today – so I’m very happy with 
the performance.’

Sinclair and Edwards head to 
the Scottish Borders next on 
March 18.  The pair will contest 
the second round of the MSA 
Scottish Rally Championship, 
the Border Counties Rally, 
based in Jedburgh.

Last year Sinclair finished a 
fine third in the event, and he 
will definitely be looking to 
climb onto the top step of the 
podium this year.

Rallying

Lorenzo moves up 
the rankings
Sailing

JUST fewer than 60 young athletes com-
peted in the Mull contest of sports hall 
athletics held last Saturday in Tobermory 
High School. The Mull event was the sec-
ond of the four local area competitions in 
Argyll this winter promoted by Mid Argyll 
Athletics Club. 

Pupils from Salen Primary School domi-
nated in the morning session for the three 
younger age groups, winning five out of the 
six age groups and easily taking the schools 
trophy ahead of Bunessan, with Tobermory 
in third place.  

Twelve girls contested a very competitive 
under-nine age group, with Salen girls 
filling the top four places. Lexie Dalgleish 
was the champion thanks to wins in the high 
jump and javelin. Ellen MacRae was run-
ner-up and produced the top performance 
of the day in winning the standing triple 
jump, leaping to an amazing 5.01m which is 
a new Argyll age record, improving on the 
old record of 4.86m set in 2005 and held by 
Kate Cameron from Southend.

Such was the high standard set in this con-

OBAN Lorne U16s welcomed 
a combined Strathaven and 
Dalziel side to Glencruitten 
on Sunday in the last 16 of the 
West Regional Cup.

The home side fielded a strong 
squad of 19 players, welcoming 
back some key members of the 
squad from injury.

It was Oban who opened the 
scoring within the first minute 
off the game. A misplaced pass 
from the kick off was hacked 
through by centre David Cam-
eron who managed to touch 
down over the line. A success-
ful conversion from Angus Neil 
increased the score to 7-0.

The away side were using 

Narrow defeat for Lorne under-16s
their size advantage to domi-
nate going forward and were 
gifted some good field position 
by an Oban team who had 
gone a couple of weeks without 
training due to school holidays.

Two tries from the visitors gave 
them a 12-7 lead going into the 
second half, while Oban res-
ponded with a penalty kick to 
reduce the score to two points.

As Oban were looking to score 
and go ahead in the game, the 
visitors broke clear and scored 
their third try of the day, taking 
the score to 17-10.

Oban pushed hard to level 
the game and were held up 
over the tryline on a couple of 
occasions. With five minutes 
remaining Oban gave them-
selves some hope by scoring 
one of the best tries witnessed 

at Glencruitten this season. A 
break into the 22 and a fantas-
tic overhead pass from Archie 
Spencer found Connor Taylor, 
who managed to put in winger 
Robert McLaughlin to score in 
the corner. 

A narrowly missed conver-
sions meant that Oban trailed 
by two points going into the 
closing stages of the game.

Despite a late rally, Oban 
were denied in the end and 
were edged out by a well drilled 
and physical Strathaven/
Dalziel side. 

Oban drop into the quarter-
final of the shield competition, 
where they travel to face Cartha 
Queens Park RFC this Sunday.

Youth rugby

New record at Mull sports hall athletics
test that the four fastest girls in the four-lap 
race improved the Mull age record of 28.3 
seconds with Ellen MacRae winning in 26.2 
seconds and only a tenth of a second ahead 
of Lexie Dalgleish. Lexie set a new Mull 
age record in the high jump clearing 1.05m 
winning on countback ahead of Catriona 
Cameron and Gemma MacRae, who also 
cleared the same height.

Keira Munro from Salen was the under-11 
champion ahead of Lily Howitt from Salen 
and Rachael Gallagher from Tobermory. 
It was a close contest in the under-sevens 
with Palmo Jones from Bunessan winning 
overall but only one point ahead of Flora 
Thorne from Salen. Flora set a new Mull 
age record in the standing long jump clear-
ing 1.47m.

Amy Gibson from Bunessan was the 
under-13 champion, winning five events in-
cluding a new personal best of 1.32m in the 
high jump. Two other Bunessan girls had 
a close contest in the under-15 age group, 
with Abbie Cato winning overall just ahead 
of Katie Edmundson.

Ruaraidh Dalgleish from Salen was a clear 
winner of the boys under-seven contest, 
winning four events including the four-lap 
race in a time of 29.5 seconds equalling 
the Mull age record and he also broke the 
local record in the triple jump with 4.04m. 
Another Salen boy, Logan Gibson, was the 
under-nine champion and Salen once again 
dominated in the under-11s, with Ewan 
MacPhail winning four events including a 
1.20m high jump and a score of 79 in the 
speed bounce, setting a new Mull age record.

Struan Ramage from Lochdon won the 
under-13s and it was a tie in the under-15s 
between Alfie John Riley and Hector 
Delle-Piane, both from Tobermory.

Successful athletes from the Mull compe-
tition will now be invited to compete in the 
Argyll final to be held at Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban on Sunday March 19. Qualifiers will 
be advised by letters through their schools 
in early March.

Athletics

Shaun Sinclair in action during the Snowman Rally.

IT IS with regret that we have 
to announce that Jennifer Mac-
Donald, Maryburgh, former 
secretary of Caberfeidh Shinty 
Club, died at her home last 
week after a long illness.

Jennifer was involved in a se-
rious road accident a number of 
years ago and became ill soon 
after. She was the daughter of 
the late Tommy MacDonald, 
who, along with his brother 
Huisdean, was well known 
throughout the shinty world.

Jennifer had been the Caber-
feidh club secretary for several 
years. She is survived by her 
mother Jenny.

Her funeral service was held 
in the Free Church, Maryburgh, 
on Wednesday February 22.

Jennifer 
MacDonald – 
Caberfeidh

Shinty
Lorenzo Chiavarini.
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Tulloch Homes is the new sponsor of 
the Camanachd Cup
NATIONAL house builder 
Tulloch Homes is the new 
sponsor of the prestigious 
Camanachd Cup competition.

Speaking following the 
announcement of the lucrative 
four-year deal, Camanachd 
Association president Jim 
Barr said: ‘The Camanachd 
Association looks forward to 
an exciting new chapter in the 
Camanachd Cup’s 121-year 
history and is appreciative of 
the support for the further 
development of grass roots 
shinty which will result from 
this partnership. 

‘The Tulloch Homes Cama-
nachd Cup will continue to be 
the premier cup competition 
for senior teams throughout 
Scotland and a winner’s medal 
will remain the single most 
coveted honour for players 
involved. 

‘Tulloch Homes will become 
only the third sponsor of this 
iconic trophy and we wish to 
forge a lasting relationship with 
them, similar to that enjoyed 
with the previous two sponsors 
of this competition.’

Liam Mutch, Beauly, and James Falconer, Kingussie, in action 
during last Saturday’s friendly at The Dell. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Pre-season 
friendlies 
SOME pre-season friendlies 
managed to beat the wet weath-
er on Saturday February 18.

Aberdour P
Kyles Athletic P
The 1.30pm throw up between 
the Aberdour and Kyles Athlet-
ic second teams at Silversands 
was postponed.

Ballachulish P
Fort William P
When Ballachulish’s scheduled 
fixture with the Kilmallie sec-
ond team fell through earlier in 
the week, they moved quickly 
to arrange a friendly meeting 
with the Fort William second 
team at an Aird. 

An unplayable pitch lead to a 
Friday afternoon switch of ven-
ue to Jubilee Park but this 1pm 
throw up was another casualty 
because of a waterlogged pitch. 

Beauly 0 
Caberfeidh 4
The Caberfeidh second team 
recorded a 4-0 victory over 
Beauly’s second team in their 
1pm throw up at Braeview Park.

Paul Ross, Stewart Krzyzan-
owski, Ruairidh MacLeman 
and Ally MacLennan, back 
after injury, got the Cabers’ 
goals in what was their final 
pre-season friendly match. 

Boleskine 2
Strathglass 1
Boleskine beat the Strathglass 
second team 2-1 in their Chal-

Tulloch Homes chief Exec-
utive George Fraser, a former 
Newtonmore shinty player, 
added: ‘We’re delighted to 
sponsor shinty’s most prestig-
ious trophy for the next four 
years. 

‘It is an ideal way to conclude 
our 90th anniversary celebra-
tions. Many people we employ 
directly and indirectly, and 
throughout our supply chain, 
are involved with shinty as 
players, officials or supporters. 

‘We are delighted to put 
something back in to the 
shinty community in this way 
by backing the Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup.’

George Fraser knows 
more than most about the 
Camanachd Cup. A prolific 
goalscorer in his playing days 
with Newtonmore, he was the 
winning captain in the 1975 
Camanachd Cup final in which 
Newtonmore defeated Kyles 
Athletic 1-0 at Fort William 
following a 3-3 draw at Kin-
gussie. That season he also 
skippered the team to victory 
in the the Macaulay and Mac-

Tavish cups. He went on to gain 
three successive Camanachd 
Cup winners medals in 1977, 
1978 and 1979 followed by two 
in succession in 1981 and 1982 
and again in 1985, when his 
club won the ‘grand slam’, and 
1986 meaning he has played in 
eight Camanachd Cup winning 
teams. 

His last Camanachd final was 
in 1989, when Newtonmore 
were runners up, after which he 
retired to focus on his business 
career.  

George, a former Scotland in-
ternational who was previously 
a Camanachd Association 
director, said: ‘I was part of 
an extremely successful shinty 
team and my experience is that 
teamwork in sport and business 
are clearly interlinked. The 
team ethic you learn in your 
sport is readily transferable 
to your world of employment. 
That has been at the forefront 
of my approach in running a 
business and I endeavour to im-
press that on our own Tulloch 
Homes team.’

Tulloch Homes has previously 

sponsored the Celtic Society 
and MacTavish Cup compe-
titions and is only the third 
partner to be associated with 
shinty’s biggest prize.

Glenmorangie was the first 
Camanachd Cup sponsor. 
Its association with shinty 
stretches back to the 1976/77 
season when it pledged £1,000 
for the sole advertising rights 
for the Camanachd Cup 
Final and home internationals 
against Ireland. Glenmorangie 
became main sponsors of the 
Camanachd Cup in 1983 with 
SSE Scottish Hydro grabbing 
the baton in 2006, beginning a 
partnership which lasted until 
2015. Last year’s tournament 
ran without a sponsor. 

George Fraser said: ‘I hope 
our involvement in the Cama-
nachd Cup final can add to 
the profile of the big game and 
we’re ready to work closely with 
the association in this regard. It 
is all about putting something 
back for the benefit of the com-
munities which have supported 
Tulloch Homes so well over the 
years.’

lenge Cup match at Smith Park.
Penri Jones was on target for 

Strathglass in this 2pm throw 
up but goals from Neil Hope 
and Jamie Matheson gave new 
Boleskine boss Graham Black 
a winning start. 

Dunoon Camanachd P
Glasgow University P
There was disappointment for 
Dunoon Camanachd when 
their pre-season friendly, a 
noon throw up against Glasgow 
University, was postponed as 
heavy overnight rain left Black 
Park unplayable.

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Bute 0
Glasgow Mid Argyll beat Bute 
3-0 in their 1.30pm throw up at 
Yoker.

GMA were without Finlay 
MacMillan and Duncan ‘Ach’ 
MacRae through injury but 
they took the lead through 
Mark Bain. 

Further goals from Craig 
Anderson and Calum McLay 
sealed the win. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Strachur 0
Earlier in the day, Glasgow Mid 
Argyll’s second team defeated 
Strachur 1-0 in an 11.30am 
throw up at Yoker.

Scott Anderson scored the 
only goal of the game just be-
fore half time.

Glengarry 10
Inverness 0
Glengarry beat the Inverness 
second team 10-0 in their 2pm 
throw up at Craigard.

Raymond Robertson scored 
four times for the home side 
with Archie Johnstone, David 
Rodgers, Nick Dalgety, who has 
joined the team from Lochcar-
ron, Scott Bremner, Alan Knox 
and Andrew Gilchrist getting 
the others. The wet weather in 
the second half made it difficult 
for both teams. 

’Garry have a strong squad 
when all their players are 
available, whilst Inverness will 
continue to play their young 
players throughout the new 
season. 

Glenorchy 2
Bute 3
The Bute second team beat 
Glenorchy 3-2 in a 2pm throw 
up at Mart Park.

Robert McLaughlin put 
Glenorchy ahead on 15 minutes 
but Ruaridh Soane equalised 
10 minutes before the break. 

Glenorchy went in front 
through Duncan Buchanan 
three minutes after the re-
start. Bute then drew level 
with Ruaridh Soane getting his 
second on 55 minutes. It stayed 
that way until five  minutes 
from time when Neil McKirdy 
popped up to score the winner 
for the islanders.  

Glenurquhart 5
Skye Camanachd 1
Glenurquhart beat Skye Cama-
nachd 5-1 in their 2pm throw 
up at Blairbeg.

Glenurquhart were still 
without injured keeper Stuart 
MacKintosh so Garry MacKin-
tosh was in goal. John Barr and 
Andrew Corrigan both played, 
with the latter in excellent form.

A weakened Skye travelled 
without Steven Morrison, Neil 
MacVicar, Kenny Campbell 
and Shockie MacLennan. 

Glenurquhart took an early 
lead when Neale Reid put them 
in front on 12 minutes and 
Daniel MacKintosh added a 
second on 26 minutes. 

Skye’s Danny Morrison pulled 
a goal back on 38 minutes and it 
remained 2-1 at the break. 

The ‘Glen’ went on to add 
three more goals through 
Fraser Heath on 65 minutes, 
Callum Smith on 72 minutes 
and, with just five minutes 
remaining, substitute James 
MacPherson who came deep to 
gather possession and pushed 
the ball wide before smashing a 
powerful 35-yard shot into the 
net. 

Kingussie 3 
Beauly 1
Kingussie bounced back from 
last week’s 3-2 defeat to Caber-
feidh to beat Beauly 3-1 at the 
Dell.

Kingussie played better as 
a team this week and two 
goals from the returning Ryan 
Borthwick and a Savio Genini 
strike gave them the win. 

Conor Ross countered for a 
young Beauly side which was 
minus David MacLean. Keeper 
Josh Grant was their top per-
former. 

Kinlochshiel P
Fort William P
An unplayable Kirkton pitch 
led to the Saturday morning 
postponement of the 1.30pm 
throw up between Kinlochshiel 
and Fort William. 

Kinlochshiel 4
Lochcarron 1
Kinlochshiel’s second team 
beat Lochcarron 4-1 on a wet 
day at Plockton High School’s 
all-weather pitch.

Scott MacLean put ’Shiel 
ahead on the half hour mark 
with the only goal of the first 
half. 

Corran Campbell made it 2-0 
on 65 minutes but Lochcarron’s 
Calum Finlayson halved the 
deficit a minute later. 

A Lewis MacVicar corner 
took a deflection off a Loch-
carron defender and the ball 
ended up in the back of the net 
to make it 3-1 on 70 minutes. 

Scott MacLean scored his 
second five minutes later after 
a string of good passes.

Lochside Rovers P
Newtonmore P
The match between Lochside 
Rovers and the Newtonmore 
second team at Ganavan didn’t 
go ahead as the visitors were 
unable to raise a team. 

Newtonmore 5 
Inverness 2
Newtonmore over-came Inver-
ness 5-2 at the Eilan.

Newtonmore won the game 
thanks to doubles from Iain 
Robinson and Paul MacArthur 
with Conor Jones getting the 
other. 

James Cameron and Ewan 
Neilson, making his debut 
after signing from Taynuilt, 
countered for Inverness.  

Oban Celtic 1
Kilmallie 6
A powerful second half display 
gave Kilmallie a 6-1 win over 
Oban Celtic in their 2pm throw 
up at a windy Mossfield.

Oban Celtic took the lead 
thanks to a cracking Daniel 
Madej effort and that’s the way 
it stayed until the break. 

Kenny Wotherspoon’s side 
could have been further ahead 
had it not been for some fine 
goal-keeping from Shane Gil-

lies in the Kilmallie goal whilst 
an Ally McKerracher shot 
came back off the post.

The second half belonged to 
the Canal Parks side though 
and they went on to score six 
times without reply.

Ryan Stewart pulled Kilmall-
ie level and a Mark Graham 
brace and goals from Bryan 
MacKay and Michael Rodger 
had the visitors 5-1 ahead. 

Duncan Rodger rounded 
off the scoring with a goal 
direct from a corner with some 
confusion in the Oban Celtic 
back line as to whether a goal 
could be scored direct from a 
set-piece. 

After the match, Oban Celtic 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
said: ‘We gave a good account 
of ourselves in the first half, 
especially with our movement 
up front.

‘We made seven changes in 
the second half to give the boys 
a run out. 

‘We won’t make any changes 
this coming Saturday unless we 
have to. It’s the Robert Wylie 
Memorial Cup against Balla-
chulish and we want to win.

‘As far as I’m concerned. 
that’s our pre-season finished. 
Our competitive season starts 
this week.’

Oxford 0
London Camanachd 3
There was shinty action south 
of the border too as London 
Camanachd recorded a 3-0 
away win against Oxford. New 
signing Robert John Anderson 
got the first two London goals 
with Colin Tarbat getting the 
third. 

Skye Camanachd P
Glenurquhart P
The 2pm throw up between 
the Skye Camanachd and 
Glenurquhart colts at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, was postponed 
as a number of the Skye players 
were suffering from a sickness 
bug.

Strathglass 0
Oban Camanachd 3
Oban Camanachd had a suc-
cessful trip north where they 
beat Strathglass 3-0 at Cannich 
to lift the Murdo MacKenzie 
Memorial Cup. 

Daniel Cameron got the 
Oban side off to a great start 
with a goal from close range in 
the opening minute. 

Matt Rippon made it 2-0 five-
minutes later when he tapped 
the ball home from inside the 
‘D’. 

A superb 25-yard shot from 
Malcolm Clark flew into the 
top corner of the net to make it 
3-0 on 56 minutes.

There was a good midfield 
battle throughout the game and 
the home keeper and defence 
did well to prevent Camanachd 
from increasing their lead. 

Oban Camanachd boss Iain 
Hay travelled without Andrew 
MacCuish and Aidan Mac-
Intyre. He played youngsters 
Lewis Buchanan and Daniel 
MacCuish who both performed 
well. 

This was Oban Camanachd’s 
final pre-season friendly ahead 
of the start of the new shinty 
season. 

Tayforth P
Aberdeen University P
The 1pm throw up between 
Tayforth and Aberdeen Uni-
versity at Levenhall Links was 
postponed on Friday morning. 

Shinty action this 
Saturday
The final pre-season friendlies 
take place on Saturday Febru-
ary 25.

Among the scheduled match-
es, Oban Celtic have a 2pm 
throw up against Ballachulish 
at Mossfield for the Robert 
Wylie Memorial Cup, whilst 
Lochside Rovers take on the 
Inveraray second team at 
Ganavan. 

Fort William play Lovat at An 
Aird, whilst Lochaber are off to 
Bught Park to face Inverness. 

Kilmallie take on Beauly 
at Canal Parks, whilst Skye 
Camanachd head for the Dell 
to play Kingussie. 

The Glenurquhart and 
Strathglass first and second 
teams meet at Blairbeg whilst 
Glasgow Mid Argyll have 
home advantage against Kyles 
Athletic. 

Newtonmore play Caberfeidh 
at the Eilan, whilst the Skye 
Camanachd seconds meet 
Lewis Camanachd in Portree 
for the Kaid MacLean Cup.  

Col Glen play Kilmory and 
the Kingussie second team host 
Aberdour.

New balls please
Tanera Camans has completed 
trialling a new waterproof shin-
ty ball which can last for more 
than a full game of shinty in all 
weathers.

Tanera Camans proprietor 
Alan MacPherson has devel-
oped the prototype which is 
made of a 100 per cent water-
proof material.

His new design has an inner 
core which will not take on 
water, preventing the ball be-
coming waterlogged and going 
out of shape quickly. 

A number of top flight teams 
have already used the new ball 

with great results. Feedback has 
been positive, including that 
from Lewis Camanachd who 
felt there was no discernible 
difference in the quality of the 
ball from the beginning to the 
end of a match despite playing 
on a wet surface.

Alan MacPherson said: ‘My 
main objective was to design 
a ball that was waterproof and 
would last more than one full 
game of shinty in all weathers. 
Currently as many as four to six 
balls are used in one match on 
a wet day. 

‘Because of the way the new 
ball is made, it will never go 
out of shape and the inner core 
will never take on water. The 
performance of the ball, from 
feedback received, has been 
very positive and the ball feels 
more responsive on touch and 
is more durable.’

Testing is now complete and 
the new balls are now on sale. 
Any teams wishing to buy the 
ball should contact Alan by 
email at taneracamans@gmail.
com

John MacEachan, 
Oban
John MacEachan, one of the 
best-known figures in the Oban 
community and shinty circles in 
Argyll, died on Sunday Febru-
ary 12.  

John, who was in his late 60s, 
retired around three years ago 
after a distinguished career in 
the building industry as sales 
director with Keyline and then 
Burdens. 

He was a man with a keen 
interest in a variety of sports. 
Football, rugby, shinty and golf 
were the ones which took up 
most of his time and his com-
mitment to all four knew no 
bounds, both as a participant 
and a supporter through his 
many fund-raising and other 
efforts. 

The local rugby club, the 
Macaulay Association, Oban 
Celtic Shinty Club and Glen-
cruitten Golf Club will feel his 
passing immensely.

Sadly, he finally succumbed 
to the illness which had slowed 
him down for the last nine 
months and he will be sorely 
missed by many people, com-
munities and interests. 

For all his battle with illness, 
he still managed to attend 
events of interest including the 
2016 Camanachd Cup Final 
between Oban Camanachd and 
Newtonmore. 

The sympathy of the whole 
shinty community is extended 
to Marianne, their family of 
four sons and a daughter, and 
John’s family. 

Tulloch Homes chief executive Geoge Fraser, left, and Camanachd Association president Jim Barr 
with the Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup.
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BJJ
Oban BJJ held an in-club competition for white 
belts on Friday February 3 to give those who 
want to compete properly a chance to see what 
competition is like in a less intimidating atmos-
phere and help with nerves and so on when they 
do compete.

Sixteen competitors battled it out in this sub-
mission-only event, with some great skill and 
determination shown by all. The eventual winner 
was Craig Cameron, whose final with Miguel 
Alvarez, from Oban’s brother club Fort BJJ, was 
a tough very close contest. 

Third place went to Dean Cameron, who pulled 
a lovely arm bar off against Tomasz Kapusta, who 
had been an early favourite to win the event. The 
£290 raised from the event went to Soroba Young 
Families.

The first seminar of this year was an extremely 
busy one with 22 students learning the basics of 
the ‘De La Riva guard’ and sharpening up their 
skills on the mat.

If you are interested in trying out BJJ, then 
Friday’s beginners-only classes teach the basic 
fundamentals at an easy-going, friendly pace, and 
everyone is most welcome.

Oban BJJ club is run by Iain (Coogie) Potter 
who trains under Marcos Nardini. For club infor-
mation, contact coogiepots@gmail.com.

Kyokushinkai Karate
The Kyokushin classes are in full swing with stu-
dents training towards various events. The Oban 
junior class will be taking on new members for the 
next couple of weeks, then will be concentrating 
on work towards the next grading test in June. 
 Club coach Iain Rodger is just back from the 
Scottish Open Knockdown tournament and full 
results will be posted in the next column.

Anyone interested in learning Kyokushin karate 
should contact Iain Rodger on 07584 166542 or 
iain@ikku.co.uk.

Shukokai Karate
The Argyll martial arts clubs are continuing 
as normal with instructors Kenny Gray, Flo 
McBurnie, Andy Buchanan and Andrew Lawson 
putting the students through their paces.

Beginners are always welcome at the Argyll 
martial arts classes and if you are interested 

please contact Kenny Gray on 07884 183905 or 
01838 200419 or Flo McBurnie on 07765 931902.

Kickboxing
Everyone at Senshi Do Kickboxing would like to 
wish Andrzej Dariusz Pytka the best of luck this 
Saturday as he competes in the IKKU Scottish 
Open under Kyokushin bare knuckle knockdown 
rules. This tournament has grown year on year 
and is now one of the premier full contact tour-
naments in the UK, attracting world class com-
petitors from all over the UK, Eire and Europe.
 The tournament was started and is still organ-
ised by Shihan Iain Rodger, chief instructor of 
Caledonia Kyokushin, who we’d like to thank 
for organising a truly open tournament that 
welcomes all associations and styles.

In other news, some of the juniors are training 
hard to take part in the Kyokushin Cup that falls 
on April 8. This again is a full contact tourna-
ment and the youngsters show a lot of courage 
and determination to take part.

In the photo below, Sara MacIntyre and Cody 
McCulloch take part in some hard sparring to get 
themselves in top shape physically and mentally.

Classes continue as usual and beginners are al-
ways welcome. Contact Shihan Wullie Rodger on 
07588 513618 or visit the Facebook page Senshi 
Do Kickboxing.

Cody McCulloch and Sara MacIntyre prepare for 
the Kyokushin Cup.

Members of Oban BJJ who took part in an in-club white belt competition recently.

Ewan Weir, left, tied up with Colin Johnstone.

Trophy winners at the recent BJJ competition: 1. Craig Cameron,
 2. Miguel Alvarez, 3. Dean Cameron.

Miguel Alvarez bottom clamps down Liam Roberts.

Tomasz Kapusta gets to grip with Andrew Ritchie.
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1050
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

I Brown
Seaview Terrace
Easdale

J Hewes
Waternish
Isle of Skye
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Sport

Oban Lorne                    10
Garnock                            7
BT West Division One

Important 
cup games 
coming up 
for Saints

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Women’s rugby

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results – Under- 
13s, no game; Broomhill 4, 
Under 14s 2. Saints scorers were 
Connor Moore and Toby Mac-
Farlane Barrow. Under-15s 8 v 
Dumbarton Riverside 0. Scoring 
for Saints were Aaron McKay (3), 
Aidan MacPhee (2), Craig Millar, 
Sam Coates and Jordan Norman. 
Under-16s 4, Dumbarton United 
3. On target for Saints were Keir 
MacLean (3) and Soll Smith. 
Under-17s 6, Antonine 1. Saints 
scorers were Daniel McCuish (3), 
Kenny MacDonald (2) and Lewis 
Buchanan.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Dumbarton United v Under 13s; 
Under 14s v Broomhill; Giffnock 
v Under 15s; Helensburgh v 
Under 16s; Port Glasgow Juniors 
v Under 17s. 

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Inverclyde 
v Oban Saints, postponed; 
Campbeltown Pupils, no game; 
Premier Division 2A – East 
Kilbride YM 1, Lochgilphead 
Red Star 0; Premier Division 
2B – Tarbert 1, Arkleston 5. 
 This Saturday’s fixtures: Jim-
my Marshall Cup, third round 
– Arklston v Oban Saints; 
Premier Division – Shawlands v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division One – Dunoon v 
Rosehill Star; Premier 2A 
Houston v Lochgilphead Red 
Star; Premier 2B – Busby v 
Tarbert.

Narrow home win over Garnock
throws Lorne relegation lifeline

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 23, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.53 3.3 09.58 1.6 16.14 3.3 22.31 1.4
Fri 04.33 3.5 10.44 1.3 16.51 3.5 23.05 1.1
Sat 05.11 3.7 11.22 1.1 17.27 3.7 23.38 0.9
Sun 05.47 3.9 11.59 0.8 17.59 3.8  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.10 0.7 06.20 4.1 12.34 0.7 18.27 3.9
Tues 00.44 0.5 06.52 4.1 13.09 0.6 18.56 3.9
Wed 01.20 0.5 07.24 4.1 13.45 0.6 19.30 3.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

5

5

3

Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 0°C to 4ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Rugby

OBAN Saints face tough away 
cup tie over the next two weeks. 
On Saturday they travel to take 
on high-flying Arkleston in 
the third round of the Jimmy 
Marshall Cup. The game will 
be played at Cowan Park with a 
2pm kick-off.
 The following Saturday the 
Oban side face another tough 
test when they travel to Perth 
to take on Letham for a place 
in the quarter-finals of the 
Scottish Amateur Cup. 
 The draw for the last eight 
of the Scottish Amateur Cup 
is as follows: Bannockburn 
v Tullibody Community; 
Broomhouse v Hurlford Thistle; 
Cambusnethan Talbot v Barca 
Milton; Colvillie Park v Thorn 
Athletic; Craigshill Thistle v 
Dunblane Thistle; Eastfield 
v Bowhill Rovers; Giffnock 
North v Southside; Letham v 
Oban Saints.
 Saints’ league game against 
Inverclyde due to be played at 
Rankin Park, Greenock, last 
Saturday had to be called off 
on the morning of the game 
after a pitch inspection found 
the playing surface to be 
waterlogged.  

Football

ON A GREY and drizzly day in 
Oban, the Green Army warmed 
up in slippery conditions with 14 
players, ready to welcome An-
nan Warriors to Glencruitten.
 Annan travelled with subs, but 
unfortunately no experienced 
front row, so uncontested 
scrums were requested from 
the start of the match. This 
was a disappointment to Oban, 
who had won almost every one 
of their opposition’s scrums in 
their previous meeting just a few 
weekends previously, a 10-8 win 
for Annan in the BT Women’s 
Bowl. However, the team were 
quick to adjust their game plan 
and moved players out of posi-
tion in order to create the best 
defence for Annan’s set-up.

The Oban ladies’ team were 
concentrating on correcting 
those mistakes which recently 

OBAN Lorne welcomed mid ta-
ble Garnock to a wet Glencruitten 
on Saturday looking for a much 
needed win in the battle against 
relegation to division two. 
  The Green Machine have been 
performing well since the turn 
of the year and ran league win-
ners Newton Stewart very close 
in the previous weekend’s match 
at North Connel.
 A minute’s silence took place 
before the match to mark the 
passing of Oban Lorne RFC 
stalwart John MacEachen, who 
sadly died last week.
  John was among the members 
of distinction at Oban Lorne 

and a loyal supporter of the club. 
He served as captain and presi-
dent and, most recently, helped 
oversee the 50th anniversary 
celebrations.
 John was influential in the 
planning and construction of 
the clubhouse. John epitomised 
the ethos of rugby and spirit of 
the game. He will forever be re-
membered by all at Oban Lorne 
RFC. Thoughts of all at the club 
are with the MacEachen family 
at this time.
 Player/coach Corrie Louw 
welcomed back stand-off Dave 
McCabe back into the team as 
well as a return for back row 
Struan Smith. Prop Alex Banks 
also started the game in place of 
Rhys Brodie while 17-year-old 
Daniel Speirs made a start in the 

back row. Oban gained the ball 
from the kick off with Struan 
Smith’s break upfield putting 
the defence on the back foot. 
The home side failed to build on 
this early promise as the visitors 
took possession of the ball and 
kicked clear.
 This early break ended up 
becoming Oban Lorne’s only 
meaningful attack of note in 
the first half with much of the 
remainder of the opening 40 
minutes being controlled by the 
visitors.
  With the conditions deteriorat-
ing, Garnock applied some good 
pressure on the Oban tryline but 
were denied several times with 
some fantastic defence. Oban 
flanker Vladi Mihov was soak-
ing up tackle after tackle while 
Garnock’s players eventually 
ran out of ideas in attack.
  Oban were reduced to 14 men 
10 minutes from half-time with 
winger Vasco Borisov being sin-
binned by local referee Willie 
Malone. Boriov was caught up 
in an off-the-ball incident with 
the Garnock players, who’s vo-
cal touchline support did their 
best to worsen the situation by 
getting involved in the situation 

and entering the field of play.  
Garnock pressed for an opening 
try but were undone by some 
poor backline play on a few 
occasions after some good work 
by the forwards to keep up the 
pressure on the Oban line.
 At half time the score stood 
at 0-0 in what had been an 
ultimately uneventful first half 
of rugby.
  After little attacking opportu-
nities of note so far in the game 
Oban made their way into the 
Garnock half early on in the 
second half securing a scrum in 
the 22. 
 A back row move down the 
blindside secured possession 
near the line where Oban prop 
Tommy Sutherland eventually 
bundled over for his seventh try 
of the season. Finlay Carmi-
chael neatly slotted over a tricky 
conversion as Oban led 7-0.
 Garnock refused to let Oban’s 
try dent their confidence as the 
same pattern of play as the first 
half re-emerged with the visitors 
gaining the majority of posses-
sion and territory. Again Oban’s 
defence was outstanding and the 
work rate of the home forward 
was at times heroic with some 

A minute’s silence 
was held before the 
game in memory of 
John MacEachen

fantastic tackles. The visitors 
eventually managed to breach 
the Oban tryline as they levelled 
the scores with 20 minutes to go 
at 7-7.
  Much of the remainder of the 
game was played in the middle 
of the pitch with both sides 
failing to create any notable 
attacking plays of note. Oban 
did look dangerous at times but 
were thwarted by some poor 
handling at times and falling 
foul of the referee’s whistle at 
the breakdown.
 With less than five minutes 
remaining Oban were awarded 
a penalty 30 metres out close to 
the left hand touchline. Scrum-
half Finlay Carmichael stepped 
up and comfortably scored the 
resulting place kick sending 
Oban into a 10-7 lead.
  Garnock attacked hard form 
their own half in the closing 
seconds and, in strange circum-
stances, kicked the ball into 
touch once play had reached the 
80-minute mark. Amid the con-
fusion at the final whistle, Oban 
were left delighted with their 
narrow and clinical win that lifts 
the team only one point adrift of 
eighth-placed Kilmarnock.

  Safety in West Division One 
lies firmly in Oban Lorne’s 
own hands with two matches 
remaining this season. They will 
play away to Irvine RFC (date 
TBC) before  what will be a 
winner-takes-all fixture against 
Kilmarnock on Saturday March 
25  at Glencruitten. The winner 
of that match will seal survival 
in the division while the loser 
will be relegated to division two.
  Oban Lorne have a break of two 
weeks before their next fixture 
as familiar opponents Carrick 
RFC travel to Glencruitten to 
play out the semi-final of the 
West Regional Shield competi-
tion.
  The Green Machine have pro-
gressed to the semi-final stage 
after a big 55-0 win over division 
two side Stewartry, while Carrick 
set up the tie with an impressive 
19-0 win at East Kilbride. Irvine 
RFC await as the West Regional 
final opponents, the date for the 
final is TBC.
 The match against Carrick will 
be played at Glencruitten on 
Saturday March 4, kick off 3pm.

Oban Lorne RFC players observe the minute’s silence before Saturday’s game against Garnock. Photos: Stephen Lawson

Oban prop Tommy Sutherland forces his way over the line to open 
the scoring last Saturday.

Lorne Ladies turn on the style
Oban Lorne Ladies    10          
Annan Warriors     5             
BT Women’s NL2

cost them the BT Women’s Bowl 
to Annan by just two points, and 
it showed in their imposing de-
fensive line. Annan were unable 
to maintain forward momentum 
when they had ball in hand, and 
Oban did a solid job of keeping 
them in their own half. 

The score was, however, 
opened in the first half by 
Annan after a breakthrough by 
one of their quick runners on 
the wing just as they had done in 
the previous match. This was to 
be the only generosity the Oban 
ladies afforded them for the 
remainder of the match though. 

High school student and 
scrum-half Lucy Stewart scored 
a retaliatory try before the half-
time whistle to bring the score 
to 5-5 going into the break. This 
impressively means that 17-year-
old Stewart has scored in every 
game she has played from the 
Oban ladies thus far.

It was a tough and physical 
game that continued to play 

out after the half-time break, 
in worsening muddy conditions. 
The referee’s decisions appeared 
to be working against the girls 
in green, and frustrations were 
beginning to show on both sides. 
As tempers began to run high, 
a quick talk by captain Camilla 
Leslie and vice-captain Laura 
MacCormick brought Oban 
back in order and they worked 
hard to stick to their own game 
plan. Leslie led by example, 
driving through Annan players 
left and right to dive over the 
line and clinch the winning try 
of the game (10-5). 

The final whistle granted Oban 
ladies a well deserved, although 
narrow, victory over Annan 
Warriors to maintain their posi-
tion at the top of the league. A 
special mention goes to Rachel 
MacDonald and Selina Keppie, 
who both played a very impres-
sive first game with the senior la-
dies, having progressed through 
the Oban High School girls’ 

teams. Player of the match was 
given to Lyndsay McWaterstone, 
who stood in at fullback, flanker 
and stand-off during the match 
as needed and did an excellent 
job in all positions. 

After such a near miss in the 
Bowl, this was expected to be 

Oban’s toughest game of the 
season thus far and it did not 
disappoint, with the return game 
still to be played in April – one 
not to be missed by supporters. 
The win increases Oban’s lead 
at the top of the league to five 
points over Annan.

 In the shorter term, the Green 
Army will host the Royal Dick 
Vet College Ladies at 2pm on 
March 5. Ladies training is at 
6pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
with everyone welcome. 

Oban Lorne Ladies celebrate after their 10-5 win over Annan. Photo: Stephen Lawson
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LOCHABER Rotary Club 
has awarded its highest acco-
lade to its first lady president.

Sheana Fraser, who was pres-
ident in 2012, was presented 
with a Paul Harris Fellowship 
at the club’s business lunch last 
Wednesday. 

Now chairwoman of Linnhe 
Leisure, which runs the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William, Ms 
Fraser became only the 13th 
club member in its 67-year 
history to be recognised in 
this way. She was awarded for 
her ‘substantial and unstinting 

contribution to the work of 
the club and to the Lochaber 
community’. 

The former president is the 
inspiration behind the club’s 
Lochaber Christmas Festival 
held annually in the Nevis 
Centre. 

Current president Paula 
Ross said it was ‘the highlight 
of her presidential year and an 
honour to convey the club’s 
recognition of Sheana’s out-
standing commitment to the 
club and to the community’.

On accepting her award 

Ms Fraser said: ‘The festival 
involves a lot of people, it’s not 
just me.’

A Rotary member for nine 
years, she said that the festival 
has been one of its biggest 
achievements, adding: ‘It’s the 
biggest events in Lochaber 
before Christmas. We don’t 
charge for entry so it’s a real 
community event.’ 

She added she was pleased 
Ferguson Transport and Ship-
ping had pledged to continue 
its generous support for the 
next few years.

AN ISLAND development trust has 
received two major funding boosts.

Raasay Development Trust was grant-
ed £19,000 from the Scottish Land Fund 
and £64,000 from the Climate Change 
Fund.

Eleven community groups across 
Scotland received a share of £2.1 million 
land fund cash to help them buy land 
for community ownership. Raasay 
Development Trust plans to use the 
Scottish Government cash to buy an old 
quarry and turn it into a site for commu-
nity enterprises including a wood fuel 
business supplying logs to members of 
the community. It will also use the old 
quarry for equipment needed to connect 
the community’s hydro-electric scheme 
to the national grid. 

The trust also plans to investigate 
building micro-enterprise units that lo-
cal people can use to set up in business.

The £64,000 from the Climate Chal-
lenge Fund will employ a professional 
lumberjack and be used to train volun-
teers and provide advice to household-
ers and businesses on how to heat their 
properties more efficiently.

In particular, the project will look at 
heating Raasay House using logs grown 
and processed locally on the island.

Donnie Oliphant, chairman of Raasay 
Development Trust said: ‘We started 
supplying elderly people with logs that 
volunteers cut from timber kindly do-
nated by the Forestry Commission. This 
was popular and demand has grown. By 
developing the enterprise, we can create 

a job or two and supply firewood to the 
whole island, but still have work for 
volunteers on a Saturday morning.’

The Climate Challenge Fund has 
also awarded £60,000 to Raasay House 
Community Company’s Walled Garden 
Action Group. A full-time gardener 
and part time community engagement 
officer will be recruited to work along-
side volunteers. The funding will enable 
the community to choose locally-grown 
seasonal produce which both Raasay 
Community Stores and the new distillery 
have agreed to buy. 

The group said it is ‘delighted’ with the 
grant as it allows it to start getting the 
garden, which has been neglected for 
years, back to its former glory, producing 
fresh fruit, vegetables and salad.

Funding double brightens Raasay

Sheana Fraser, left, receives her award from president Paula Ross. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Highest Rotary accolade for past president

Businessman pulls plug on hydro 
plan in wake of rates hike shock 
ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

FORT WILLIAM’S Job Centre 
Plus is to share premises with 
the Highland Council when 
it moves to new o�  ces on 
Achintore Road.

At least 50 centres are being 
merged with local authorities 
as part of plans to reform 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) Job Centre 
Plus o�  ces and bene� t centres 
as 20 per cent of o�  ce space 
is being under-used. This is 
partly due to more people 
accessing services online and 
UK employment rates being 
at an all-time high. The DWP 
stressed that as this is a re-lo-
cation, rather than a closure, 
there should be no loss of jobs 
or services. It is not yet known 
when the move will happen 
but work is currently ongoing 
on the new council o�  ces.

TRAFFIC was brought to a 
standstill in Fort William on 
Tuesday afternoon (Febru-
ary 21) following a medical 
incident involving a man in 
his 30s.

A Scottish Ambulance Ser-
vice spokesperson said: ‘We 
received a call at 2.10pm to 
attend an incident near the 
Nevis Bank roundabout.

‘We dispatched one ambu-
lance and an o�  cer to the 
scene. One male patient in 
his 30s was taken to Belford 
Hospital, Fort William.’

Police Scotland con� rmed 
o�  cers attended the scene 
to control tra�  c. One lane 
was re-opened just before 
3pm, with the other opening 
shortly afterwards.

A LOCHABER businessman 
has revealed he will not be 
continuing with plans for a new 
hydro-power scheme in Ardgour 
after a shock rise in business 
rates was announced.

Owner of Corrigan Contrac-
tors, Shaun Corrigan, who 
planned to build two new hydro 
schemes in Ardgour told The 
Oban Times he won’t be putting 
in a planning application for the 
project after businesses rates 
were revealed.

Mr Corrigan, who lives in Ar-
dgour and has had his contract-
ing business for 10 years, said 
the schemes would have created 
enough renewable energy to 
power up to 1,000 homes with 
green energy.

The last project Mr Corrigan 
worked on cost £2.2 million, 
creating 22 jobs for the duration 
of the project, 12 of which were 
maintained. His latest develop-
ment would have cost around 
£3.5 million and created at least 
the same number of jobs.

Mr Corrigan said: ‘We have 
spent tens of thousands of 
pounds  in the last year to get to 
the planning stage, but now the 
businesses rates have come out 
it’s just made the whole project 
unviable. We were about to go 
to planning, but we have had to 
reconsider the whole project.

‘We don’t know exactly how 
much our rates would have been, 
but it would have been about 30 
per cent of the station’s turno-
ver. No businesses can stand up 
to being taxed on their turnover.

‘We have sent letters to all the 
local MSPs because we are not 
your usual businesses building 

a hydro scheme. We are a 
local company which employs 
local people. The hydro scheme 
would stabilise our business and 
ensure long-term employment 
of local people. We won’t go to 
planning on this project unless 
we see a radical change in the 
proposed rates.’

On Tuesday, finance secretary 
Derek Mackay reported increas-
es will be capped at 12.5 per 
cent through the creation of a 
new national relief scheme.

He said: ‘Hospitality busi-
nesses, such as hotels and pubs, 
across Scotland will see rises 
capped at no more than 12.5 per 
cent, recognising the concerns 
that have been raised with me 
over the scale of the increases 
and the valuation methodology.’

Companies working in the 
renewables sector, including 
hydro schemes, are also said to 
be receiving further support.

Adrian Laycock of Adrian 
Laycock Ltd Consulting Engi-
neers, which builds and designs 
hydro schemes, said: ‘The rates 
the government are proposing 
are disastrous. They will kill off 
hydro schemes.

‘We are affected because if our 
clients go out of business we will 
too. Some clients have already 

cancelled plans with us because 
of the businesses rates. Some 
firms are facing a 600 per cent 
increase.

‘The government keeps saying 
it wants people to produce more 
green energy, but this is going 
about it the completely wrong 
way.’

Mr Laycock’s company has 
designed and built two hyrdo 
schemes in Glenfinnan and had 
plans in the pipeline to work on 
another, but the clients pulled 
out after hearing about the pos-
sible rise in business rates.

He said: ‘I employ six high-
ly-qualified engineers and if half 
of my clients go out of business 
my staff will too. What an earth 
is the government playing at?’

In response to The Oban Times 
article last Thursday, owner of 
the Tavern restaurant in Fort 
William, John MacLennan, said 
his businesses could be facing a 
51 per cent increase.

‘We are facing a ridiculous 
51 per cent increase in our 
businesses rates compared to 
Tesco, more than likely the 
most profitable shop in the High 
Street, which is getting a 45 per 
cent reduction.

‘We have no option but to pass 
these costs on to our customers 
to ensure the job security of our 
current staff.’

Councillor Ben Thompson 
said: ‘I’m extremely concerned 
the business rate revaluation 
unfairly penalises tourism and 
renewables in particular. Both 
are very important to the Loch-
aber economy. I know of several 
businesses that are considering 
reducing their opening times, or 
cutting back on staffing levels, to 
lower their rates bills. We should 
not be imposing a tax hike that 
penalises jobs.’

Job centre tie-in 
with council 

Medical incident 
halts Fort tra�  c 

Fort Augustus  Thu 2 - Fri 3 March 
Spean Bridge    Sat 4 - Sun 5 March
Kinlochleven     Mon 6 March 

Moana (PG)  113 mins
Disney adventure about the daughter of a chief who has 
been raised to lead, but who would prefer a few adventures 
of her own. “A crowd-pleasing oceanic musical with big 
tunes and beguiling characters.” Empire      

02/03 at 5.30pm, 04/03 at 5.30pm, 06/03 at 5.30pm

Rogue One: 
A Star Wars Story (12A)  134 mins
Set just before the events of Episode IV, an all-new cast in an 
all-new adventure. “loads of action, great effects, good 
comic relief, stunning locations” Hollywood Reporter                                         

02/03 at 8.30pm, 05/03 at 8.30pm

Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them (12A)  133 mins
JK Rowling takes us into another wizard adventure in this 
entertaining Harry Potter spin-off. “dazzling” Empire            

03/03 at 5.30pm, 05/03 at 5.30pm

La La Land (12A)  128 mins                               
Delectable musical with a modern twist - come and see what 
all the song and dance has been about.  “You’ll leave with 
a tear in your eye and a song in your heart” Telegraph       

03/03 at 8.30pm, 04/03 at 8.30pm, 06/03 at 8.30pm

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Book now at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at 
the cinema 30 mins before screenings: Cash only, no cards. 
£7.50 Adults and £5.50 Concessions

Solus
Advert
6 x 5
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LOCHABER High School 
second-year pupils hope to get 
fellow students on their bikes for 
the Big Pedal 2017.

A Sustrans initiative funded by 
the Bike Hub, the 2017 challenge 
will run from Monday March 20 
to Friday March 31.

On each day of the challenge, 
schools compete to see who has 
the highest number of pupils, 
parents and staff cycling or 
scooting to school.

There will be daily prize draws 
for schools that have at least 
15 per cent travelling on two 
wheels, with the best five days 
of the challenge determining 

Lochaber High School pupils ready for the Big Pedal 
2017.  Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

A NEW bridge on the Road 
to the Isles opened to traffic 
last week.

Work on Arieniskill Bridge 
on the A830 Fort William 
to Mallaig road took seven 
months and was the fifth 
structure to be rebuilt on the 
route in the past three years. 

About seven miles west of 
Glenfinnan, the new bridge 
was built with stone from the 
old structure. A temporary 
bridge was built while the old 
bridge was replaced.

Transport Minister Humza 
Yousaf said: ‘This is the fifth 
structure to be replaced in 
this ambitious £10 million 
project and it is good to see it 
is progressing well. The team 
will now move onto the next 
stage and the same techniques 
will help ensure disruption is 
kept to a minimum.’

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scot-
land’s North West Represent-
ative, said: ‘In keeping with 
the other four new structures 
on the route, Arieniskill 
Bridge was built using stone 
recycled from the old bridge 
to help it blend in with the 
scenic Highland surround-
ings on the route. We hope 
the local community will be 
pleased with the new bridge at 
Arieniskill.’

Works at Arieniskill will 
continue for a few weeks to 
remove the temporary bridge.

Work is due to start at 
Criche Bridge later this year 
and Shlatach Rail Bridge in 
2018.

VISITORS to this year’s Skye 
Book Festival are in for a treat.

Organisers of the festival, 
which runs from August 31 to 
September 2, have revealed that 
Graeme Macrae Burnet  – author 
of His Bloody Project, the story of 
a 17-year-old Highland boy who 
committed a triple homicide in 
the 1800s – will be a guest at this 
year’s event.

Macrae Burnet will speak and 
read excerpts from his book at 
an event hosted by his uncle 
Alasdair MacRae, also a celebrat-
ed � gure in Scottish literature.

Skye Book Festival chairman 
Donald MacDonald, of Aros, 
said: ‘Festival-goers are in for 
a treat with this unique Wester 
Ross double-header.’

A NEW £9 million primary 
school opened its doors in the 
Western Isles last week.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
officially opened Sgoil Uibhist 
a’ Tuath last Thursday, February 
16. It is the seventh new school 
to open in the Western isles in 
the last six years following a 
£60 million schools project, the 
largest capital investment in the 
Western Isles.

The council invested £6.6 
million in the new campus, with 
£2.2 million coming from the 
Scottish Government.

Teachers and pupils are 
expected to move into the new 
building in time for the start 
of the school year on August 

Reverend and Mrs Smith presented with gifts by primary seven 
pupils Lucy MacAskill and Finbar Rodger. 

A PUBLIC meeting on Brexit 
will take place at Stornoway 
Town Hall on Tuesday February 
28 from 6pm til 8pm.

There will be short presenta-
tions by Dr Eilidh Macphail  
from Lews Castle College and 
Professor Michael Keating from 
the Centre on Constitutional 
Change, followed by general 
discussion.

Tea and co� ee will be availa-
ble from 5.30pm.

CALEDONIAN MacBrayne carried 
more than five million passengers in 
2016, the first time it has reached this 
milestone since 1997.

The company operates the UK’s 
largest ferry network, with 32 vessels 
carrying out more than 136,000 sail-
ings annually.

Many routes saw significant rises in 
car and passenger numbers in the first 
full year since road equivalent tariff 
(RET) was introduced across all ar-
eas. There were 5,055,827 passengers 
and 1,356,396 cars carried across the 
network, 428,801 more passengers 
and 186,695 more cars than in 2015.

The highest increase in car numbers 
on a 2015-2016 like-for-like was 74.9 
per cent on the crossing between 
Kilchoan and Tobermory, which 
also saw one of the highest increases 
in passenger numbers, at 29.61 per 
cent. As a result, a larger vessel will 
operate this route this summer.

The Mallaig to the Small Isles route 
saw car numbers increase by 52.33 
per cent and passenger numbers by a 
more modest 9.39 per cent.

Other routes with increases of more 
than 20 per cent in cars and 15 per 
cent in passenger numbers included 
Ardmhor (Barra) to Eriskay, Skye to 

Raasay and Harris (Leverburgh) to 
Berneray.

Cars on the Fionnphort to Iona 
crossing increased by 23 per cent, 
while Ullapool to Stornoway saw 
19.83 per cent more cars and 13.85 
per cent more passengers.

Mallaig to Armadale had a boost 
with 12.5 per cent more cars, while 
Mallaig to Lochboisdale, which had 
a new summer timetabled service 
introduced in 2016, saw increases of 
around 2,000 per cent in both passen-
gers and cars.

CalMac’s managing director Martin 
Dorchester said: ‘Last year was our 

busiest in terms of passengers for two 
decades. This is a great reflection 
on the professionalism of our staff 
in dealing with an increase in more 
than 400,00 passengers and almost 
190,000 cars whilst still running a 
smooth operation to help all our trav-
ellers, whether islanders or visitors, 
business or pleasure to get where they 
are going.’

Humza Yousaf, Minister for Trans-
port and the Islands, said: ‘Passing 
the five million passenger mark is 
fantastic news and I congratulate all 
the CalMac staff involved in deliver-
ing this achievement.’

THE ANGUS Nicolson Trio is 
to hold an ensemble work-
shop for young musicians in 
Uist next month.

The trio will be at Lews 
College, Benbecula, on 
Saturday March 4 from 
10am-5pm. The event will 
be open to young people, 
aged eight to 18, who attend 
Feis Tir a Mhurain and Feis 
Tir an Eorna. It is open to 
children playing accordion, 
pipes, whistles, guitar, hand 
percussion and � ddle and 
they will need to bring their 
own instruments. To reserve 
a place call 01851 770500. 

A RADIO station needs 
£8,000 to get back on air.

Isles FM, based in Storno-
way, has been o�  air since 
January after their trans-
mission equipment failed. 
Now the station, which has 
been run by volunteers since 
it began operating in 1998, 
has set up a JustGiving page 
to raise the money needed 
to replace the failed equip-
ment.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan said: ‘Isles FM 
is a much-valued community 
resource. They are often the 
go-to service for updates in 
an emergency situation such 
as a storm or power cut. ‘

Lewis pipe band and the 
Hebridean Celtic Festival, 
have o� ered their support 
to the station. To donate 
visit www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/islesfm103

AN EXCITING opportunity 
for two aspiring musicians to 
experience working and playing 
in an ensemble is up for grabs.

The fifth annual Rick Taylor 
Ensemble Week takes place 
in Broadford, Skye, in April.
The bursary, set up in memory 
of local man Paddy Bonnet, is 

A SKYE-BASED heritage 
group is appealing for donations 
to fund a sculpture of two moun-
taineering legends at Sligachan.

The Collie MacKenzie Her-
itage Group is trying to get a 
sculpture of Norman Collie and 
John MacKenzie built overlook-
ing the Cullin mountains.

John MacKenzie, 1856-1933, 
is recognised as the first British 
Alpine standard mountain guide 
and has Sgurr MhicCoinnich 
(MacKenzie’s peak) named after 
him.

Norman Collie, 1859-1942, 
measured heights of all the Cul-
lins contributing to the mapping 

World famous mountaineer Sir Chris Bonington, who is supporting 
the Collie and MacKenzie Heritage group, met committee 

members Hector and Morag Nicolson at the Fort William Mountain 
Festival. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

A WESTERN Isles � re which 
claimed the life of an 83-year-
old man last week is not 
believed to be suspicious.

William Hank, 83, died at the 
scene of the � re in Kildonan, 
South Uist, on Wednesday 
February 15. The 83-year-old 
had been in the property 
when emergency services 
were alerted at 5.40pm. 

TIMESLINE
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Signifi cant rise in number of CalMac passengers

the overall position. Pupils from 
Mrs Meldrum’s S2 enterprise 
class have been carrying out 
research and coming up with 
ways of encouraging their peers 
and teachers to cycle during the 
challenge and in general. They 
looked at the benefits of cycling 
and surveyed pupils and found 
only around 14 pupils out of 814 
regularly cycle to school.

The pupils have also looked at 
barriers to cycling and ways to 
overcome these. For example, 
they are planning to have park 
and ride areas during the chal-
lenge for people living further 
afield.

Off Beat Bikes has offered free 
bike servicing for anyone who 
takes part.

Parent council members 
Lynsey Shaw and Nix Foster 
said: ‘We are delighted with how 
the initiative has progressed at 
Lochaber High School.’

Head teacher Jim Sutherland 
said: ‘I’m really pleased to see 
pupils, staff, parents, Active 
Schools and Sustrans working 
together on this project to 
improve health fitness and 
well-being with a positive effect 
on the environment. The sup-
port of local businesses has been 
invaluable.’

Big push for students to saddle up

New Road 
to the Isles 
bridge 
opens

Public meeting 
on Brexit issues 

of the area and Sgurr Thormaid 
(Norman’s peak) is named after 
him.

The sculpture is to be 9ft tall 
and will stand on a stack of rocks 
with the men looking towards 
the mountains they climbed and 
mapped.

The group needs £110,000 to 
commission the sculpture and if 
they can raise half that amount 
they can get match funds for the 
remainder. 

They have already had dona-
tions and pledges towards this 
goal but there is still a long way 
to go.

Morag Nicholson, chairwoman 

of the Collie MacKenzie Her-
itage Group, brought a scaled-
down model of the planned 
statue to Fort William Mountain 
Festival to spread the word.

She said: ‘We’ve had a fantastic 
response at the festival. We feel 
we’ve brought the climbers back 
to the climbers.’

Sir Chris Bonington, who was 
speaking at the festival, said he 
would like to be at the unveiling 
of the sculpture and gave his 
endorsement to the project.

Mrs Nicholson said: ‘We are 
hoping to be able to give the 
artist the go-ahead by the end of 
the year.

‘It’s a local story and it’s 
brought out other local stories. 
We want the unveiling to reflect 
that with storytelling and pho-
tography and local artists getting 
involved. 

‘We’d also like to eventually get 
local guides taking people up the 
peaks named after MacKenzie 
and Collie.

‘Pupils of all 12 primary 
schools on Skye and Raasay, 
and the high school, have been 
involved so far and did projects 
on the climbers.’

For further information or to 
donate visit www.skyesculpture.
wordpress.com

Group appeals for sculpture cash 

New £9m primary school opens in North Uist
15 after contractors Robertson 
Group finished the project on 
time and on budget.

Reverend and Mrs John Smith 
had the honour of opening the 
school, accompanied by perfor-
mances from the school choir.

Councillor Catriona Stewart, 
chairwoman of education and 
children’s services, said: ‘Today 
we proudly celebrated the offi-
cial opening of Sgoil Uibhist a’ 
Tuath where, for the first time, 
all children from all the villages 
in North Uist will be educated 
together.

‘Sgoil Uibhist a’ Tuath is the 
third new primary school the 
Comhairle has built in Uist in 
recent years. These schools have 

been purpose-built to deliver 
Curriculum for Excellence with 
seamless transition from pre-
school to P1, with the latest 
technology. I wish everyone at 
the school well.’

Comhairle Convener, coun-
cillor Norman A MacDonald, 
said: ‘There have been many 
improvements to our schools in 
the Western Isles over the last 
few years, not least the Western 
Isles Schools Project and here 
today we see the opening of the 
seventh new school in the past 
six years. Our new schools will 
usher in a new era of educational 
opportunity and community 
facilities, in buildings that are 
the equal of any in Scotland.’

PLANS for an £80 million fish 
food processing plant on Skye 
have been approved.

The development will create 
salmon feeding pellets for Ma-
rine Harvest fish farms.

Once operational, the plant 
will create 55 new jobs.

Planning permission for the 
project was granted on Tuesday 
February 21 at the Highland 
council’s north planning appli-
cations committee.

The plant will be built on the 
site of a quarry at Kyleakin near 
the Skye Bridge.

Marine Harvest outlined plans 
for the major development last 
year, which includes an extension 
to the existing pier at Kyleakin.

The Norway-based firm ex-
pects to produce 170,000 tonnes 
of feed per year.

There was concern the 
development could have been 
stopped as a Highland Council 
landscape officer had objected 
to the colour of the building.

Committee chairwoman 
Councillor Isobel McCallum 
proposed the application be 
rejected, arguing it breached 
Highland Council’s planning 
policies on sustainable design 
and design quality.

But that was defeated with 

councillors backing Councillor 
Drew Millar’s motion to grant 
the application by 10 votes to 
three, with one abstention.

Kate Forbes MSP said: ‘Plans 
to create up to 55 jobs on Skye is 
a significant development and I 
welcome this news.

‘If we want to keep families 
and young people in the High-
lands and stave off depopulation 
in remote rural areas, we’ve got 
to have employment for them. 
So this is a very welcome devel-
opment.’

On Tuesday concerns were 
raised about odours coming 
from the plant and how it would 
impact visually on an iconic 
Highland location.

While Councillor Matthew Re-
iss agreed with concerns calling 
the building ‘ugly’, he said the 
council must ‘nail’ its ‘colours to 
the mast’ stating: ‘Jobs at the end 
of the day tips the scale for me.’

Mr Millar said this was one of 
the most significant planning 
applications he had sat on in the 
committee in many years. 

He said: ‘I think this is a fan-
tastic proposal. 

‘Of course it’s a large develop-
ment but where better to put it 
than in a quarry. The quarry is 
an eyesore, so anything in there 
is better.’

Councillor Biz Campbell 
commented: ‘Good on Marine 
Harvest for bringing this to our 

area. I wish Marine Harvest all 
the best.’ Councillor Audrey 
Sinclair, who seconded Ms Mc-
Callum’s motion to refuse the 
application, said she appreciated 
the economic benefits but the 
scale and size of the building 
should be considered.

Kate Forbes said: ‘Highland 
Council’s report on the appli-
cation looked fair to me and 
reflected due process and trans-
parency.

‘It seems a bit odd that an 
£80m development, bringing 
jobs and a huge boost to the 
local economy, could have been 
stopped in its tracks because of 
a landscape officer’s concerns 
over the colour of the building.’

designed to help people with 
limited finances and is open to 
all age groups.

Event organiser Pam Allan 
said: ‘Two years ago one of our 
participants, Paddy Bonnet, 
sadly passed away having played 
in public for the first time aged 
76. We were delighted to be told 

he had left funds to financially 
assist a player who has difficulty 
in affording the full fee to par-
ticipate in the week.

‘This year, we are celebrating 
half a decade and are thrilled to 
be able to offer financial assis-
tance to two people.’ 

The event, from Monday April 

17 to Friday April 21, is open 
to anyone of any discipline and 
musical ability who wants to play 
in an ensemble.

The week includes professional 
guest musicians and tutors who 
will be sharing their expertise as 
well as singing, led by choirmas-
ter Laura Taylor, and drumming 

workshops. A concert, bringing 
together the entire ensemble, 
will take place on the final 
evening.

Leading the event is musician, 
composer and producer Rick 
Taylor, a jazz trombonist who 
has a wealth of experience on 
the UK music scene.

Bursary opens up exciting opportunity for two aspiring musicians
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SOMETIME between Sunday 
February 12 and Monday Feb-
ruary 13 a car was damaged 
after a sign was thrown into a 
Corpach garden.

Police in Fort William are 
appealing for information.

A RANGE of vet care prod-
ucts is raising vital funds for 
the People’s Dispensary for 
Sick Animals (PDSA).

The Fort William High 
Street shop is one of just 20 
PDSA shops across the UK 
stocking the products.

Proceeds from sales will 
go towards providing free 
treatment for sick and 
injured pets. Products on 
o� er include crunchy biscuit 
bites, three-in-one shampoo 
for dogs, probiotic paste 
and joint care supplements 
for cats and dogs, skin care 
supplements, ear cleaner for 
dogs, poop bag dispensers 
and bag re� lls.

SCOTTISH Conservative MSP 
and shadow cabinet secretary 
for justice Douglas Ross 
has challenged the Scottish 
Government to start tackling 
the issue of drug-driving in 
Scotland after falling behind 
the rest of the UK.

At a Road Safety Scotland 
conference, it was announced 
that since English drug-driving 
laws came into e� ect two years 
ago, there had been a four-fold 
increase in the number of 
drivers being charged with 
drug-driving. Mr Ross said: 
‘It’s wrong Scotland is so far 
behind compared with the rest 
of the United Kingdom on this 
important issue.’

THE union Transport 
Salaried Staffs’ Association 
(TSSA) took its first step 
inside Abellio’s Fort William 
call centre last week.

Last week The Oban Times 
reported TSSA had ‘won a 
battle’ with the Dutch rail 
company over the rights of its 
workers in Scotland to belong 
to a union. TSSA organisers 
were granted access to the 
Fort William-based national 
call centre where at least 57 
employees have, until now, 
been denied union rights 
since Abellio took over the 
ScotRail franchise in 2015. 

It came after TSSA general 
secretary Manuel Cortes 
spoke to the media about a 
lack of response to requests 
from TSSA to be given access 
to Fort William employees.

Following the visit on Thurs-
day February 16, Mr Cortes 
said: ‘It may have taken us 
the best part of a year to get 
Abellio to open up the doors 
to us at their Fort William 
call centre but, when they did, 
they made us very welcome.

‘Our Scottish organisers, Liz 
Warren-Corney and Gemma 
Welsh, report a productive 
visit. The management team 
at Fort William were very 
supportive of their staff being 
allowed to exercise their right 
to join a union. They did 
everything they could to make 
the job of our organisers an 
easy and friendly one. I want 
to thank them for their hospi-
tality, which is appreciated.’

An Abellio spokesperson 
said: ‘We have constructive 
relationships with all the rail 
unions, including TSSA, and 
as soon as we became aware 
of their desire to organise a 
visit to our Fort William site 
this was organised for last 
Thursday.’

HIGH-SPEED broadband is 
to be installed at Nevis Range 
following threats from Union 
Cycliste Internationale (UCI) 
it would no longer hold the 
Mountain Bike World Cup at 
the mountain resort unless the 
connection was improved.

The UCI issued an ultimatum 
following the 2015 World Cup 
weekend when it became clear 
action was needed.

Mike Jardine, joint founder 
and director of Rare Manage-
ment, which organises the event, 
said the bandwidth requirement 
for the media was not being met, 
especially for coping with large 

A NEW bridge to take walkers 
over the River Nevis towards 
the Ben Nevis path has been 
installed to help improve acces-
sibility in Glen Nevis.

The bridge is closer to the Glen 
Nevis visitor centre than the one 
it replaces.

The bridge was designed by 
Dingwall-based Wallace Stone, 
which worked with Highland 
Council and other stakeholders. 
The Highland Council awarded 
the works contract to Fion 
Construction Ltd, based in Fort 
William. Fion Construction 
contracted AJ Engineering to 
build and install the 42m bridge, 
which was manufactured in For-
res and transported in sections 
to the site at Glen Nevis.

This project is being delivered 
Left to right: Gary Moir, project manager; Clark Hurley, fabrication foreman; and Ally Stevens and Cli�  

Robertson, installation, at the new Glen Nevis bridge.  

TIMESLINE
Call to tackle 
drug-driving 

Fundraising pet 
products in stock

Car damaged by 
sign in Corpach

Nevis Range banks on BT 
faster broadband promise 

image files and the growth of 
video files. Last year, BT com-
pleted the first of two phases 
to improve the service to Nevis 
Range – installing fibre optic 
cabling as far as Ben Nevis Auc-
tion Mart.

Phase two is scheduled to take 
place within the next couple of 
weeks and will see the cabling 
extended to reach the base 
station at Nevis Range and an 
antenna to connect the top 
gondola station replaced.

Nevis Range managing di-
rector Peter MacFarlane said: 
‘Nevis Range has been trying to 
get high-speed broadband in-
stalled for more than two years. 

‘There is a demand from the 
UCI for better, faster broadband 
for the Mountain Bike World 
Cup and it is one of the many 

criteria we need to meet to 
maintain the continued success 
of the event. Nevis Range also 
continues to grow as a business 
and, to meet the expectations 
of all our customers, it is very 
important we offer the best 
connectivity available.

‘BT is responding to many 
months of negotiations from us 
and last year completed phase 
one in time for the World Cup 
and at the moment are working 
on phase two, which should be 
completed in the next two weeks.

‘Throughout these negotia-
tions, we have had support from 
many different parties – our MP, 
MSP, Highland Council, HIE 
and Event Scotland.’

Mr Jardine said: ‘The broad-
band was shocking. Now it’s 
better, and it should be great 

for this year thanks to the sup-
port and input of quite a lot of 
people.’

He added that scheduling the 
work now ‘gives us time to jump 
and shout about it if it doesn’t 
happen’ before the world cup 
weekend in June.

A BT spokesperson said: ‘Nevis 
Range is connected to the Fort 
William exchange which was up-
graded by BT in 2014. While the 
isolated nature of Nevis Range 
means standard fibre broadband 
is not available, due to the 
distance of the site from the 
nearest fibre cabinet, dedicated 
business products are available 
to all businesses to provide high-
speed broadband connections.
Nevis Range has placed an 
order for a business-grade cir-
cuit providing superfast speeds 

which we expect to complete in 
the next few weeks.’ 

Mr Jardine said: ‘We want to de-
liver the best possible service, and 
it’s not just for the media – social 
media is such a big part of it now. 
The next big goal for us is to make 
changes to the track, to add new 
sections and keep it interesting 
for spectators and competitors.’

Mr MacFarlane added: ‘Faster 
broadband would mean much 
better faster connectivity for our 
customers, giving them better, 
faster access to social media.

‘It would make our card 
machines faster, speeding up 
queues, and improve our phone 
system and our ticketing system. 
All these reasons also apply 
to the world cup when media 
demands are much higher than 
normal.’

by Highland Council and Nevis 
Landscape Partnership and 
is funded by The Highland 
Council, Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, Scottish Rural 
Development Programme and 
Sport Scotland.

AJ Engineering’s project 
manager Gary Moir said the in-
stallation went ‘like clockwork’.

‘It’s hoped it will draw more 
people into the visitor centre,’ 
he added.

Alex Farquhar, chairman of 
Nevis Partnership, said: ‘This 
project will allow access to the 
riverside to all sections of the 
local community and provide 
an enhanced experience to the 
increasing visitor numbers to 
the area.’ 

New bridge helping to 
improve glen access

Rail union 
meets Fort 
William 
centre staff
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Strathallan - green space, a home from home and an 
exceptional breadth of opportunities for boarders and 
day pupils 
Located in the heart of 
Perthshire, but with easy 
access to Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, Strathallan’s 
green and leafy campus 
expands to more than 153 
acres. It includes some of the best facilities of any school in Scotland 
and provides the setting for day and boarding pupils to take every 
advantage of the exceptional breadth of activities available to them. 

At Strathallan our ethos is to provide opportunities for every pupil 
to excel; in practice that means ensuring each individual, no matter 
what their passion or interest, is supported to do well, achieve 
their personal best and, importantly, enjoy their time at school. It 
is an approach which leads to a rich diversity of pupil experience 
and some exceptional achievements - academically, in sports, the 
performing and creative arts and other areas. 

Across the school, pupils can choose from more than 80 activities 
including fencing to debating, clay pigeon shooting to dance. 
Strathallan has carved out an excellent reputation for sports, both 
traditional team sports but also in individual activities. Teams are 
frequently to be found on the podium and individuals have claimed 
medals in ski-ing, tennis, badminton, swimming, golf, karate and 
more, with many representing Scotland and GB. Music and the 
performing arts are � ourishing too and are set to strengthen with 
the recent addition of a state-of-the-art dance and drama studio. 

Strathallan is also a school with strong family values and a friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere, something that bene� ts enormously 
from the fact the majority of sta�  live on site. Our day pupils are part 
of the same houses as the boarders, creating a solid foundation for 
developing friendships in and out of school. 

From Riley, our Junior House, upwards, our visitors tell us they 
get a real sense of Strathallan when they meet our pupils and see 
the school for themselves. We encourage you to do the same and 
welcome visits at any time of year. 

strathallan.co.ukForgandenny, Perth PH2 9EG   /   T: 01738 812 546   /   admissions@strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

Open Morning
(Entry for ages 9+) 

Saturday 4th March 2017, 10am – 1pm

Scholarships and  
Bursaries Available
For more information or to book a visit  
please contact our Admissions Department 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk 01738 815003

Achieving excellent results - in academic 

work, in sports and the arts.

Extending a  warm welcome from our 
community of staff, boarding and day 
pupils.

Enjoying a beautiful rural campus, less 

than an hour from Edinburgh airport.

At Strathallan we motivate and inspire 

young people to make the most of their 

individual abilities and interests.

for ages 9 to 18

ADVERTORIAL View from the Chamber

THE Outdoor Capital of the UK is Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce’s tourism branding for 
the area.

Under the OCUK brand, we publicise, sponsor 
and promote Lochaber as a tourism destination.

The Outdoor Capital of the UK message 
promotes the destination through a range of 
collaborative marketing intiatives and activi-
ties. The organisation markets Fort William 

and Loch aber as the best place in the UK for 
everyone to experience the outdoors, with a view 
to developing local jobs and wealth, and encour-
aging sustainable economic growth.

The Outdoor Capital of the UK website is 
where to go to for local activities, events and 
visitor accommodation in Lochaber. We are cur-
rently in the process of re-designing our website 
and we will be launching our new and improved 
site in the coming months.

We would like to place an appeal out to any 
budding photographers in the area who would 
like to see their pictures on the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK website to send them in to us.

What better way to help support your local 
area than sharing your images and helping us 
promote what a great area this is to visit?

Please send these to us either on Facebook @
Outdoorcapitaluk or you can send them to us 
via email to jodie.fraser@lochaberchamber.
co.uk.

CAOL Primary School pupils have been out 
and about in Fort William visiting businesses.

Last week the youngsters took a trip to 
The Royal Bank of Scotland where they 
were shown how banking was done before 
computers. The children said it looked like 
something out of Harry Potter. 

In school, classes played a game provided 
by the Credit Union about making the most 
of your savings and took part in a ‘Dragon’s 
Glen’ competition. 

Some pupils went to Morrisons supermar-
ket to look at pricing and special offers and 
learn about healthy eating at the butcher 
and fish counters.

A PANCAKE tea will be held 
in Kilmallie Parish Church hall, 
Caol, next Tuesday, February 
28, from 2pm to 4pm. Admis-
sion £2.50.

THE ANNUAL general meet-
ing of Lochaber Sensory 
Care for Sight and Hearing 
will be held on Saturday 
February 25 in Caol Com-
munity Centre from 2pm to 
4pm.

Lochaber Sensory Care 
(LSC) for Sight and Hearing 
will be at Morvern medical 
practice in Lochaline on 
Tuesday February 28.

This will be LSC’s � rst out-
reach visit to Morvern and 
the sta�  will o� er help and 
advice to those with sight or 
hearing loss. The team will 
also supply NHS hearing and 
batteries, provide re-tubing 
for the hearing aids and help 
with any di�  culties. They 
will be in Lochaline from 
10.30am to 12.30pm and no 
appointment is needed.

LSC will also be holding 
a whist drive in Caol Com-
munity Centre on Tuesday 
February 28. Admission is 
£4 for tea and a ra�  e ticket. 
The event starts at 2pm and 
all money raised will go to 
LSC's social group. Everyone 
welcome.

LOCHABER Music For All will 
welcome the Ruisi String Quar-
tet to Kilmallie Hall, Corpach, 
on Sunday February 26 at 3pm.

The quartet was awarded the 
Royal Philharmonic Society 
prize for Young British String 
Players in 2015 and is establish-
ing a formidable reputation as 
a leading British quartet of its 
generation.

There will be a cream tea in 
the interval to raise funds for 
Music For All, allowing the 
group to continue to invite 
elite talent to the area. 

Tickets, £10 for adults and £1 
for children, are available on 
the door.

DICK ALDERSON will talk on 
Fish Farming’s Early Years at 
the March meeting of Loch-
aber Local History Society.

Dick lived in Corpach for 
many years and was one of 
the � rst � sh scientists who 
nurtured salmon farming 
on a large scale. He was at 
Lochailort with Unilever in 
the 1970s and will talk of 
those early days.

A few locals, particularly 
Francis Cameron Head, had 
a major part to play in those 
embryonic years of this now 
global industry. This will 
be a unique opportunity 
to hear about the story of 
� sh farming in Lochaber – a 
history which has not been 
formally recorded. 

The talk is on Thursday 
March 2 at 8pm in the Ben 
Nevis Hotel. Everyone wel-
come.

A ‘BRAVE and inspirational’ 
Kinlochleven woman hopes to 
meet the bone marrow donor 
who saved her life as she cele-
brates being cancer free for 10 
years.

Kathleen, or Kat as she is 
known, was a pupil at Kin-
lochleven High School in 2004 
when she was diagnosed with 
leukaemia, aged 13.

She said: ‘We were going on 
a school walk to the dam when 
I started to feel really ill and I 
couldn’t breath. I was taken off 
the hill that day because of it, 
but I had been ill for a while. I 
was tired all the time and fell 
asleep in class. 

‘I used to be sick in the bath-
room at home and then blame 
it on my brothers when mum 
found out.’

That day Kat was rushed to 
the doctors where she was told 
to go home, pack a bag and im-
mediately go to Glasgow’s Sick 
Children’s Hospital.

‘I didn’t have a clue what was 
going on. It was like a bombshell 
had just been dropped on my 
family.’

Kat was in desperate need of 
a bone marrow transplant and 
was kept in hospital for eight 
months. In December 2004, her 

Kathleen Maclean, 26, will have been clear of cancer for 10 years in 
April. Photograph: Iain Ferguson The Write Image.

THE AUTHOR of numer-
ous books on climbing and 
geology was the guest at a 
book signing organised by 
Lochaber Geopark.

Noel Williams signed copies 
of his latest guide and map, 
Exploring the Landscape of 
Ben Nevis and Glen Nevis – a 
joint collaboration between 
the Geopark and Nevis 
Landscape Partnership – at 
the Geopark Visitor Centre  
in Fort William on Thursday 
February 16.

As well as being a director of 
the Geopark, Mr Williams is a 
well-known local teacher and 
a former Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team member.

Mr Williams said he hopes 
the book, which he describes 
as the ‘distillation of many 
years of discovery’, will 
help people appreciate the 
processes by which the local 
scenery was created and some 
of the features left behind.

One highlight he picked out 
was the way in which some of 
the Mamores were formed by 
rock folding over itself.

‘People don’t realise they 
can see these things here. 
Hopefully the book will help 
them do so,’ he said.

A  Lochaber Geopark 
spokesperson said: ‘Noel 
is a very active member of 
our board of directors and 
has been involved since the 
inception of the geo park in 
2004. His great knowledge 
and experience has gone into 
this fine guide book.’

Noel Williams with his 
new book. Photograph: Abrightside 

Photography. 
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Ready to play the Credit Union game and make the most of their 

savings, Molly Blackhall of P7 and fellow pupils.  
Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Caol primary one and two pupils see how banking 
was recorded before computers. Some of the 

children said it looked like it was from Harry Potter. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Cancer survivor hopes 
to meet life-saving donor

transplant waiting list as none of 
her others siblings were a match.

Kat said: ‘I missed everyone at 
home so much. I just wanted to 
end it all. I was so low and had 
totally given up. There was a 
point where I thought I am never 
going to get home.’

One night Kat’s family were 
called in when doctors did not 
think she would make it through 
the night.

Her close friend Seonaid Nicoll 
recalled: ‘I remember getting 
the text saying she wasn’t going 
to make it and just thought, “Oh, 
my god, I can’t do this.” 

‘She was very very ill during 
her second time in hospital.’

Thankfully, though, in April 
2007, an anonymous donor 
came forward for Kat’s second 
attempt at a transplant, which 
was successful.

And on Saturday April 22, Kat 
will be celebrating 10 years all 
clear. 

To give something back to 
the hospital, the 26-year-old is 
organising a fundraising party 
in Chillers at the Ice Factory, 
Kinlochleven.

She said: ‘I wouldn’t be where 
I am today if it wasn’t for the 
nurses and doctors of Glasgow 
Children’s Hospital. They were 
there for me when I needed 
them the most. 

‘I want to help others in the 

same position I was in and this 
is the reason for my JustGiving 
page.’

On the night, Kat will have 
food, cocktails, a raffle – and 
she will be shaving her head.

Kat is also having a table top 
sale at Kinlochleven Commu-
nity Centre on Saturday April 
8. She said: ‘My friend Cheryl 
Lawrie has been a great help 
in collecting things for the sale. 
She has already raised a lot of 
money for me and the children’s 
hospital before.’

But Kat’s big hopes for the 
night is to meet her anonymous 
donor, the person she says ‘liter-
ally saved my life’. 

She said: ‘I have no idea what I 
will say to them yet but it will be 
an amazing opportunity.’

Kat, who says she will never be 
able to work, still has on-going 
issues. She has had one hip 
replacement and is waiting on 
the other. 

She explained: ‘I just have to 
take each day as it comes. I can’t 
really make plans.’

Close friend Seonaid said: ‘Kat 
is go-getting. This hasn’t held 
her back. She really is a very, 
very brave woman.’

So far Kat has raised more 
than £1,000. To donate to Kat’s 
fundraiser go to www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/Kathleen-Ma-
clean4?utm_source=Facebook

brother Roddy, who was 15 at 
the time, volunteered as a donor 
and was found to be a match.

‘I think the whole experience 
was worse for Roddy, but he was 
willing because he knew how 
important it was,’ said Kat.

But in 2006 Kat’s world was 
turned upside down again: ‘I 
was in the swing park with my 
friend and the way he pushed me 
bent my back. 

‘I knew straight away some-
thing wasn’t right. I couldn’t 

stand, I couldn’t sit and I 
couldn’t walk,’ she said.

Kat was flown by helicopter 
back to Glasgow where she was 
told she had relapsed and was 
diagnosed with leukaemia for 
a second time, this time with a 
tumor in her lower back. 

Sadly Kat’s body had rejected 
her brother’s bone marrow and 
she once again found herself 
fighting for her life.

Kat was kept in hospital again 
and put on the bone marrow 

Caol Primary School pupils visit the meat counter in Morrisons. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Money and savings in 
Caol school spotlight

The three teams who made the � nals of Dragon’s Glen with their money box creations. 
Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

New guide 
and map 
of Ben and 
Glen Nevis

OVERNIGHT rail service 
Caledonian Sleeper has made 
travelling with children easier 
thanks to the launch of a new 
family ticket.

The new ticket allows par-
ents and carers to book two 
inter-connecting rooms for 
them and their children, en-
suring families are guaranteed 
to travel together.

The new ticket was launched 
with young guests at a special 
on-board event on Friday 
February 17. Young passen-
gers making the journey from 
Inverness to London were 
treated to a puppet show and 
storytelling as they prepared 
to settle down for the night.

Family friendly 
overnight travel 
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The new 2017 range of top German Kitchens

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU   01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY   01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG   01847 894956
info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

“You’ve been 
thinking about it 
- speak to us and 
together we can 
make this happen”

A LOCHABER couple have been honoured with 
an award from Fort William Mountain Festival 
organisers.

Alex and Mary Gillespie were presented with 
the Friends of the Festival Award, including 
free passes to all future festival events, as an 
appreciation for the support they have given to 
the mountain festival over the years and their 
contributions to the wider outdoors community 
in Lochaber.

Dave Wrigglesworth who presented the award 
to the couple said: ‘When the committee was 
deciding who to present this award to I’ve never 
seen a unanimous decision taken so quickly. Alex 
and Mary are thought of with love, admiration 
and respect.’

Alex has been involved with the festival since it 

started. He was a professional photographer for 
40 years and in 1967 he joined Lochaber Moun-
tain Rescue Team.

Mary, who Alex married in 1955, has looked 
after many volunteers from several organisations 
over the years and has even made survival tents 
for the army.

The couple also both do regular litter picks as 
volunteers with Friends of Nevis.

Alex and Mary accepted the honour with mod-
esty, with Alex saying: ‘It’s a relatively small thing 
we do. It’s great working with the committee but 
we’ve never been fully involved. We’re on the 
outside. It’s been great to see the festival grow 
from the beginning to what it is now.’

Mary added: ‘We’re delighted to have been 
awarded this. It’s so nice of them to do it.’

LOCHABER Cinema Group 
(LCG) plans to convert two 
former retail units in Fort Wil-
liam town centre into a cinema 
seating 160 people.

The largest town in the 
Highlands has been without 
a permanent cinema for more 
than decade, with cinema-goers 
having to travel long distances to 
view many films, including the 
Harry Potter series, which were 
made on their doorsteps.

Last year the group looked 
at using the old studio cinema 
in Cameron Square, but group 

RHODA GRANT MSP recently 
showed her support for peo-
ple a� ected by heart and cir-
culatory disease at the British 
Heart Foundation Scotland’s 
parliamentary exhibition.

There are an estimated 
60,700 people in the High-
lands and Islands living with 
heart and circulatory disease.

Rhoda Grant said: ‘Heart 
and circulatory disease a� ects 
thousands of people in the 
Highlands and Islands. For 
example, 10,831 have survived 
a stroke, 20,334 are living with 
coronary heart disease and 
4,667 have heart failure.  The 
BHF funds vital research and 
provides support and infor-
mation for those a� ected by 
heart and circulatory disease 
and their families.’

THE HIGHLAND Council 
has announced a new polling 
scheme that will save the 
authority nearly £24,000.

The Communities and Part-
nership Committee approved 
the scheme after a review 
of polling places during 
which the public, politicians, 
community groups and those 
with expertise in access to 
premises for disabled people 
were invited to comment on 
the existing and proposed 
changes arrangements for 
polling districts and polling 
places. The election on May 
4 has been fixed as a school 
in-service day to allow pri-
mary schools to be used as 
polling stations. Secondary 
schools will not be used to 
avoid disruption to pupils 
sitting national exams.

The changes can be seen at 
http://www.highland.gov.uk/
info/799/elections_and_vot-
i ng / 718 / rev iew_ of _ p ol l -
ing_places

A LOCHABER charity is 
hoping to raise money to 
support the Syrian refugee 
re-settlement programme.

Re-Act Lochaber and 
Argyll has been asked to 
help get the homes ready 
for the four families moving 
to Kinlochleven. The group 
needs to buy cutlery, crock-
ery, pots and pans, kitchen 
utensils, clothes horses, 
small electrical items, soft 
furnishings, cleaning prod-
ucts, shoes and nappies.

Re-Act has set up a JustGiv-
ing page to raise £1,000. To 
donate head to https://www.
justgiving.com/crowdfund-
ing/lorraine-wheelan-2.

KINLOCHLEVEN Primary 
School has achieved a prestig-
ious Digital Schools Award.

The national award aims to 
promote and encourage the 
use of digital technology in 
primary schools.

Programme co-ordinator 
Aoife O’Connor said: ‘We are 
con� dent Kinlochleven Pri-
mary School will be a pioneer 
among schools where digi-
tally enhanced teaching and 
learning is helping children 
and young people prepare for 
living and working in the 21st 
century.’

TIMESLINE
Primary school’s 
a digital winner

Refugee charity’s 
cash appeal 

MSP supports 
heart foundation 

THE HIGHLAND Council agreed a 
three per cent increase in council tax as 
part of budget plans to plug a £20 million 
funding gap when it met in Inverness last 
Thursday.

A package of £10.689 million savings 
was agreed on top of £5.824 million 
savings agreed in previous budgets. 

In addition, a 10 per cent discount on 
second homes has been scrapped.

From April 2017 the Scottish Gov-
ernment is changing the basis on which 
properties are assessed for council tax 
which will increase the charge for E to H 
banded homes. 

Chairman of the community services 

committee, and Caol and Mallaig coun-
cillor, Allan Henderson told The Oban 
Times: ‘This would have been a reasona-
ble budget, after a succession of cuts, had 
it not been for the Scottish Government’s 
large increase on the higher banded 
houses.

‘Citizen panel surveys had clearly indi-
cated the public was in favour of small 
rates increases, so the council agreed to 
a modest three per cent. 

However the government has increased 
higher band houses separately with, for 
example, band H houses rising by more 
than 20 per cent, or approximately £500, 
which will also look like council rises.’

Highland Council also made a last min-
ute U-turn on plans to cut NHS Highland 
funding before the budget meeting. 

It has now agreed to give £1.174 million 
from emergency reserves to protect adult 
care.

Mr Henderson also said he was pleased 
budget leaders had agreed to protect 
road and winter maintenance budgets.

He said: ‘Representing a very rural 
area which is more susceptible to frost 
and icing, it is vital adequate resources 
are available for clearing and repairing 
winter damage. 

Hopefully this budget will allow us 
to purchase, or at least rent, a second 

jet-patcher, which has more than proven 
itself across the Highland roads over the 
last tarring season.’

Budget leader Councillor Bill Fernie 
said: ‘This has been a very difficult 
budget as we have had to bridge a gap 
of £20 million between expenditure and 
funding. 

‘We have done our best to reduce the 
savings where we can to protect the most 
vulnerable people in our communities 
and safeguard employment.’

A comparison of Council Tax Charges 
between 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 can 
be found at www.highland.gov.uk/down-
loads/download/525/council_tax_rates

THE HIGHLAND Council 
is holding briefing sessions 
for prospective candidates in 
the forthcoming election.

Candidates and their agents 
are being invited to attend 
one of a series of six meetings.

The sessions will take place 
in Inverness, Fort William, 
Portree, Dingwall, Golspie 
and Wick. Topics to be cov-
ered include the nomination 
procedure, the election 
timetable, the issuing of poll 
cards, postal ballot packs, 
candidate’s spending limits 
and details on what is involved 
in the role of a councillor.

Dates and venues for the 
briefing sessions in Skye and 
Lochaber are Wednesday 
March 1 at 2pm in the council 
chamber, Lochaber House, 
High Street, Fort William, 
and Thursday March 2 at 
11am at Tigh na Sgire council 
offices, Park Road, Portree.

The notice of election will 
be published on Monday 
March 13 and candidates will 
have until 4pm on Wednesday 
March 29 to lodge their 
nominations. Polling will take 
place between 7am and 10pm 
on Thursday May 4, with the 
count taking place on Friday 
May 5.

Group launches plan for 
permanent town cinema

chairwoman Marie MacPherson 
said the property was ‘too far 
gone’.

Ms MacPherson said it would 
cost around £1 million to get 
the Cameron Square location 
up and running again and up to 
standard after Lochaber Disa-
bility Access Panel recommend-
ed refurbishment work would 
need to be done to accommo-
date modern wheelchairs.

She told The Oban Times that 
LCG has put in a verbal offer on 
units five and six, High Street, 
Fort William, which will cost 
around £180,000. 

The properties are the only 
ones in the centre which are 
joined together to make room 

permanent cinema, LCG is 
launching a Saturday children’s 
film club, starting on March 4 at 
Caol Community Centre.

The cost of seeing the films, 
which Ms MacPherson said will 
be chosen by the youngsters and 
their families, is a £3 member-
ship, and all the screenings will 
be autism friendly.

Ms MacPherson hopes to run 
the community screenings in 
Caol, Kinlochleven and Spean 
Bridge once a month, and she is 
currently looking to find halls in 
the villages to use.

The proposals to open a two-
screen cinema in Fort William 
will be a ‘very positive step 
forward for the area’, according 

for two screens, with around 100 
seats in one and 60 in the other.

Ms MacPherson said: ‘It will 
take us between three and six 
months to get the money to 
buy the property and about 12 
months to do the refurbish-
ments.’

LCG hopes to create 10 new 
jobs, two of them full-time. 

The group won £1,500 in the 
Your Voice Your Choice awards 
last year which they used to buy 
a screen and PA system. It then 
contacted Lochaber schools 
to hold Christmas screening 
of the movie Elf – the film was 
shown in schools in Mallaig, 
Kinlochleven and Caol.

As well as the plans for a 

to Lochaber MP Ian Blackford 
who has expressed his support 
for the project.

Mr Blackford said he was 
pleased to hear the group has 
been ‘gaining experience by 
organising screenings at local 
primary schools and for special 
interest groups’.

He added: ‘Having a perma-
nent local cinema will certainly 
be an asset to the area, for locals 
and visitors, adding to the list of 
things to do in Lochaber.’

LCG has an online petition to 
support a full-time cinema in 
Lochaber which has been signed 
by 155 people so far. 

The petition can been viewed 
at www.thepetitionsite.com 

Alex and Mary Gillespie, centre, with Mountain Festival organisers 
Dave Wrigglesworth, left, and Tina Davenport. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 

Write Image. 

Outdoor couple honoured

Highland Council agrees three per cent rise in council tax

Helping 
candidates

Polling day 
changes

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
Tues 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Tues 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

To book a place contact the Business Gateway team or visit the website

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops
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The return of spring
WHEN the calendar tells us a new year has begun, 
Mother Nature is not slow in reminding us that she, 
too, is about to embark on another annual miracle - 
the return of spring.

Historically spring starts on the day of the vernal 
equinox, which usually occurs on the night of March 
20/21. 

Vernal originally comes from the Latin word for 
bloom and refers to the fact that, in the northern 
hemisphere, this equinox marks the end of winter and 
the beginning of spring. An equinox is a time when the 
nights are as long as the days and the vernal equinox 
is recognised the world over as the start of the new 
astrological cycle.

Even in January, the alder and hazel catkins are 
blowing in the breeze along the exposed shores of 
the Sound of Mull and by February the birds in the 
woods and high glens are showing signs of mating and 
courtship. 

A few species of flowers are out at all times of the 
year which, some say, is a sign of global warming. If 
that is true, climate change must have started years 
ago because even under snow, chickweed and an occa-
sional dandelion or daisy can be found among the old 
fields around Loch Aline.

Gorse is a typical flower of early spring, for though its 
finest splash of colour does not come until March, by 
the end of February, it has begun to line the roadsides 
and river banks with its golden glory - its flower-heads 
smelling of hot coconut in the weak sunlight.

Now, too, the insects begin to emerge. Some hiber-
nating species, including midges, make an appearance 
during the occasional warm days of early spring.

Caterpillars are not likely to be found, except rarely, 
at this time of the year. To find pupae, that is the 
inactive immature form between the larva and adult, 
involves digging into the thick moss at the base of 
trees.

One of the first signs of bird activity in early spring is 
the movement of the rooks who favour old castles and 
buildings in ancient woodlands. Although there are no 
rooks in Morvern now, they can still be found not far 
away in Ardnamurchan and around Oban. The raven 
is even earlier, for its three to seven grey and green 
grey eggs are often laid by the end of February making 
it the first of all our breeding birds to sit.

Famed in legend and lore for its intelligence, size 
and appearance, ravens are found chiefly in remote 
areas and are one of the finest of all our Argyll birds. 
Its great size and voice distinguishes it from other 
members of the crow family. The raven’s plumage is 
completely black, though most of the feathers have a 
metallic, greenish sheen when seen in strong sunlight. 
Its strong beak is slightly curved and blunt at the end. 
The bird’s overall length is about 26 inches and its 
wing-span over three feet.

The raven is appreciated to the full when flying high 
over some bare corrie or sailing out from its cliff home 
over the sea. For all its dignity, ravens enjoy playing 
with their siblings, wheeling and turning hundreds of 
feet up, falling downwards, sometime upside down, 
with half-closed wings calling out ‘glok, glok’.

There is an old stone quarry in Morvern where, for at 
least the last 20 years, a pair of ravens have nested on a 
precarious ledge under a small overhang. 

On almost every occasion, just as the young are about 
to take wing, the nest falls to the ground under their 
weight. There they wait until the protective and fussing 
adults lead them on foot to higher ground from which 
they are able to launch themselves into the wind.

An even more remarkable piece of good timing is 
that round about the time the young are due to fly, the 
sun has risen to such a height above the horizon that 
it falls full onto the nest offering no shelter from its 
unrelenting rays. 

Truly, there is much more we have yet to learn and 
understand about nature and her ways.

Ravens are now protected but may, in exceptional 
cases, be shot under licence where they are found to be 
molesting sheep. They used to be persecuted by shep-
herds and crofters and although they have been known 
to kill sickly lambs, they chiefly feed on carrion, birds, 
rats, rabbits and other small mammals.  Ravens are the 
dysons of the hills. 

Without them the ground would be littered with 
rotting carcases and other offal. Wild red deer are the 
chief providers of food for the raven; when they finally 
disappear from Morvern we will lose one of our most 
ancient and magnificent upland birds.

Other harbingers of spring are the wild goat kids 
which inhabit the rocks and sea-shore between Kin-
gairloch and Kilmalieu on Loch Linnhe’s north coast.  
They are born in February and this year, thanks to 
favourable weather, there have been fewer deaths than 
usual which augers well for the survival of this herd 
which is one of the oldest in Scotland.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Gorse brings a welcome splash of colour in early 
spring.

A LOCHABER High School pupil 
has won a place in the Royal Scot-
tish National Orchestra (RSNO) 
and become one of the group’s 
young ambassadors.

Fifth-year student Rachel Sim-
monds started playing the bassoon 
about four years ago and instantly 
loved the sound of it.

Rachel said: ‘As soon as I could 
make coherent notes, I knew the 
bassoon was the instrument for me. 
Over the years my appreciation of 
classical music has magnified with 
my involvement in music groups 
including Lochaber Music School, 
our school’s Senior Wind Band and 
Big Band, The Highland Youth 

Regional Orchestra and The High-
land Schools’ Wind Band.’

Rachel continued: ‘I decided to 
become a young ambassador for 
the RSNO because I wanted to 
learn more about what happens be-
hind the scenes of classical music. 
I’ve really enjoyed it so far as it has 
allowed me to meet people around 
my own age who share the passion 
and devotion I have towards my 
instrument and music, classical and 
contemporary.

‘My job as a young ambassador is 
to engage and spread awareness to 
young people of the opportunities 
in the music scene and of the work.’ 
For details visit www.rsno.org.uk

Rachel has recently joined the RSNO as a 
young ambassador. 

KINLOCHLEVEN High School pupil Holly Baldwin has 
won the Rotary Club of Lochaber best essay award.

The third-year student’s winning essay, What to do about 
the Loneliness of Others, is a sensitive short story about 
two strangers in a crowded coffee shop sharing a bond of 
common humanity.

Head teacher Rebecca Machin said: ‘Her story explored 
the need for human contact, the need for recognition and 
how we can add so much meaning to each others lives if we 
just slow down and notice the people around us.’

The two joint runners up, Bethany Duffy and Aaron Ait-
ken, both in S3, are also from Kinlochleven High School.

The club’s annual writing competition invites entries 
from the four Lochaber high schools and this year’s topic 
was Actions Speak Louder than Words.

All three pupils received their awards at a Rotary lunch 
last Wednesday.

Left to right: Bethany Du� y, Aaron Aitken and Holly 
Baldwin. 

MALLAIG artist Jane Rushton has been 
invited to exhibit her work at the Joint 
Research Centre (JRC) in Ispra, Italy, at 
the end of March.

Ms Rushton’s work has a strong Arctic 
influence and she has made many trips 
to Greenland and Svalbard to work with 
scientists. She said: ‘I have been keen to 
work with scientists and to ‘borrow’ from 
their methods in making my work in the 
belief art and science can work together 
to engage audiences in issues around 
climate change and vulnerable, fragile 
environments.’

JRC is the European Commission’s 
science and knowledge service where 
research is carried out to provide scien-
tific advice and support EU policy. Ms 

Mallaig artist Jane Rushton is to exhibit 
her work in Italy.

KILMALLIE not-for-profit community events group 
CREEL is holding its first gig of 2017 on Saturday 
February 25.

CREEL was set up by Kilmallie residents keen to see 
more live acts play in the area and the group is especially 
pleased to be welcoming a Lochaber band.

FRAS, a five-piece band comprising pipes, flutes, 
whistles, guitar, banjo and accordion, released their 
debut album Dìle last year and have performed far and 
wide at festivals, concerts and ceilidhs.

CREEL founding members Susie Calderan and Man-
dy Ketchin said: ‘It will be great for Kilmallie to have 
the opportunity to enjoy FRAS’s high-energy Highland 
music, full of strong melodies, taut rhythms and fantastic 
musicianship in Caol Community Centre.

'FRAS seemed to have played practically everywhere 
except here. We’re looking forward to a really fun night. 
To encourage people to think of the environment, there’s 
£1 back off the ticket price on the door for anyone who 
arrives on foot or by bike. Pogo sticks, roller skates and 
horseback also qualify.’

To find out more, join the CREEL mailing list, share 
ideas or book tickets for FRAS, contact CREEL at 
creelevents@gmail.com

Lochaber band FRAS will be playing in Caol on 
Saturday (February 25). 

A LOCHABER charity supporting people with mental 
illness has moved premises.

Support Mind Scotland, Fort William, which was 
previously called the Glengarry Centre and was based in 
Middle Street, Fort William, has relocated to the Nevis 
Centre.

The charity will be holding a special launch meeting in 
the Nevis Centre on Tuesday March 7 between 12.30pm 
and 2.30pm. From then, anyone in need of support can 
go along to the Nevis Centre Monday to Friday between 
noon and 4.30pm.

Support Mind Scotland aims to deliver services across 
Scotland, targeting  rural and isolated areas.

Support Mind Scotland project worker Helen Leggett 
and Ellen Nicholson, assistant manager, at the new 

Nevis Centre premises. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

SCHOOL pupils across the Highlands will be learning 
about the benefits of apprenticeships next month.

Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) West High-
land is teaming up with Skills Development Scotland to 
visit nine schools during Scottish Apprenticeship Week.

The campaign, which runs from March 6-10, will see 
the two organisations visit Portree, Plockton, Gairloch, 
Ullapool, Kilchuimen, Mallaig, Ardnamurchan, Lo-
chaber and Kinlochleven. They are on the look out for 
businesses in these areas to visit the schools to talk about 
their work. To be part of Scottish Apprentice Week, call 
01397 705765 or email: info@dywwesthighland.org

SIXTY Lochaber rotarians enjoyed 
the club’s annual partners lunch last 
week.

Partners and guests gathered at the 
Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, last 
Wednesday (February 15) for a pres-
entation by Lochaber mountaineer 
and businessman Ian Sykes.

The club also welcomed Alasdair 
Ferguson, chief executive of Fergu-
son Transport and Shipping, and his 
wife Jill, to the annual lunch.

Fergusons is the club’s principal 
sponsor and has been a ‘significant 

force’ behind the Christmas festival 
with its funding of the Cairngorm 
reindeer.

Ian Sykes entertained the audience 
with a talk about his life’s adventures, 
ranging from his time in the moun-
tain rescue team at RAF Kinloss, 
his years instructing at the Outward 
Bound Locheil Centre, to his Ant-
arctic expeditions and, along with his 
close friend Iain Sutherland, setting 
up the Nevisport Shop and, ultimate-
ly, the Nevis Range ski development.

The project later diversified into 

a mountain biking course and what 
is now arguably the best downhill 
biking track in the world. The World 
Mountain Biking event last year 
attracted more than 17,000 people.

Past president Ron Gretton, who 
has known Ian for more than 40 
years, said: ‘Ian has done a fantastic 
job in the promotion and selling of 
Fort William. I never tire of seeing 
these photos and we are glad, after 
several attempts, to have welcomed 
Ian to share his experiences with the 
club.’

Partners of Lochaber Rotary Club members enjoy their annual lunch. Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

PUPILS at St Columba’s School, Fort 
William, enjoyed a visit from keen runner 
Dr Finlay Wild.

Dr Wild chatted to P4-7 classes about 
the importance of exercise and leading a 
healthy lifestyle. He also spoke to pupils 
about winning the Ben Nevis Race for 
the past seven years. The children were 
delighted to take him outside into their 
new school grounds and the highlight of 
the day was running with him.

The school has re-introduced the Daily 
Mile for all classes, which involves the 
children walking/running a mile a day in 
school grounds.

Head teacher Violet Smith said: ‘The 
Daily Mile has many benefits and a pos-
itive impact on children’s concentration 
levels in class lessons as well as increasing 
social and emotional skills. Each child 
plans their own Daily Mile and tracks 
their own performance.’ 

Dr Finlay Wild talked to school pupils about the importance of exercise. 

Fort William

Caol

Rotary club partners lunch a success

Kinlochleven

Rachel hits all the right notes 
with royal national orchestra

Runner visits St Columba’s pupils 

Mallaig artist invited to exhibit in Europe

Rushton said: ‘I will spend a week at JRC, 
during which I will give a lecture about 
my work and its links to science and sci-
entific methods, open the exhibition and 
talk to climate scientists and others.’

Apprenticeship week

Colin will be in the following during the next few weeks. 
Friday 24th February Oban and surrounding areas
Thursday 2nd March Appin hustings
Friday 3rd March Mull & Iona
Saturday 4th March Creich Hall, Isle of  Mull
Monday 6th March Oban and surrounding areas
Tuesday 7th Marc Colonsay
Wednesday 8th March Ariundle Centre, Strontian
Thursday 9th March Acharacle and surrounding area
Friday 10th March Oban and surrounding areas

      VOTE FOR COLIN TODAY
Look out for the voting paper and return 
immediately , it only takes � ve minutes 
and in return for your vote you will receive 
another � ve years of dedicated service.

Cailean MacUlarig
Do Ghuth ann an  Croiteireachd

Colin Kennedy 
Your voice in Crofting

The candidate to continue 
representing Argyll and 
Lochaber who will ensure your 
voice is heard above others 
within the heart of Crofting.
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Lunch with a view at 
The Deck, Isle of Eriska

Tel: 01631 720371   
Email: o�  ce@eriska-hotel.co.uk
Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk
Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD

All locals get 

10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 
off food10% 

*

Winter Opening Hours
Open daily for lunch except Tuesdays. Pre-booking advised. 
For bookings or enquiries contact us on 01631 720371
*Proof of address within 15 miles to receive discount

TIMESLINE

Teenagers need 
work permits

Business rates are 
now to be capped 

EMPLOYERS are being re-
minded that a work permit is 
required for all young people 
aged between 14 and 16 who 
work part-time while still at 
school.

Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘We are committed to 
the protection of children in 
employment, and there are 
a number of bye-laws which 
state the rules and regulations 
governing the employment 
of children – one of which is a 
valid work permit.’

Application forms for the 
permit can be downloaded 
from the council’s website.

BUSINESS rates for the hospital-
ity sector have been capped at 
12.5 per cent after the Scottish 
Government bowed to pressure 
from umbrella organisations and 
media campaigns.

Proposed new business rates 
were announced to widespread 
condemnation. 

It was feared that the new rates 
may have crippled many busi-
nesses due to the hike in tari� s 
but the Holyrood administration 
has said the rates have been 
capped until the Barclay Review 
is published into the setting of 
levies.

Argyll tourism expert Calum 
Ross, from Arduaine, who is a 
board member of the Scottish 
Tourism Alliance (STA) and Visit 
Scotland, had been working with 
the Scottish Government to try 
to secure some leeway in the 
business rates rise that in some 
cases was more than 50 per cent 
of an increase.

OBAN’S Spotlight Musical Theatre 
group presents Monty Python’s 
Spamalot from Wednesday March 1 
until Saturday March 4, at 7.30pm.

Join King Arthur (Roddy 
MacEachan) and his mis� t band 
of assorted knights of the round 
table - Richard Baker as Sir 
Galahad, Ian Henry as Sir Lancelot, 
John Robinson as Sir Robin and 
Gordon Stewart as Sir Bedevere, on 
a bizarre quest to � nd the illusive 
Holy Grail.

Spam, spam, 
spam, spam

Opposition councillors fear 
changes to annual budget 
TODAY, Thursday, will see 
Argyll and Bute Council sets its 
budget for the coming year.

Ahead of the meeting, opposi-
tion councillor Michael Breslin 
said he was concerned the budget 
papers sent to elected members 
would not resemble the one deliv-
ered by the council leader today.

Mr Breslin, a member of the 
Reform group on the local au-
thority, said: ‘At the moment, the 
papers for this meeting indicate a 
budget surplus of £2.893 million, 
assuming a three per cent in-

crease in council tax. We have no 
idea, as yet, if the administration 
intends to produce a budget on 
the day or indeed if the papers 
already published are the final 
version.

‘Will a rabbit be pulled out the 
hat? The council was heavily 
criticised by Audit Scotland for 
the manner in which the council 
leader produced last year’s 
budget. He produced it on the 
day, leaving no time for proper 
scrutiny.

‘Reform’s key proposal is to 
use 100 per cent of the three per 
cent increase in council tax to in-
crease the adult care budget held 

by the Integrated Joint Board for 
Health and Social Care.

‘It is under real budgetary 
pressure to help pay for the care 
of the elderly people of Argyll 

and Bute and we feel this is the 
best way we can use the council 
tax increase. Our proposals will 
cost an additional £3.154 million 
but save an extra £1.209 million.

‘Let’s see if other councillors 
can support these proposals.’

On behalf of the administra-
tion, Aileen Morton said the 
council was facing a £6.3 million 
cut in funding from the Scottish 
Government – a fact MSP 
Michael Russell disputed in last 
week’s Oban Times.

Ms Morton said: ‘Such sig-
nificant funding cuts are very 
challenging to deal with but, 
following difficult decisions 

made last year, the council is in a 
better position than many other 
councils to manage this year’s 
further swingeing cuts.’

Councillor Dick Walsh, the 
council leader, said: ‘While fund-
ing cuts mean we can no longer 
deliver every service local people 
want to see, we are committed to 
doing the very best we can to meet 
the needs of our communities.

‘My intent is to protect core ser-
vices as much as possible and look 
to provide some assistance to the 
Health and Social Care Partner-
ship. The partnership needs to 
stand on its own feet in future but 
I do recognise it faces the same 

pressures we do, and caring for 
the most vulnerable and in need 
in our communities has always 
been of the utmost importance to 
me and my colleagues.’

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
deputy leader, added: ‘These are 
difficult times but Argyll and 
Bute Council continues to focus 
on local people’s priorities.

‘I am glad we will be providing 
additional funding to ensure our 
roads department continues to be 
the fastest improving in Scotland 
– improvement only possible be-
cause of the funding the council 
has allocated over and above that 
from the Scottish Government.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk Annual council tax rise

Band A: £23.56 increase
Band B: £27.49 increase
Band C: £31.41 increase
Band D: £35.34 increase
Band E: £154.43 increase
Band F: £270.12 increase
Band G: £412.79 increase
Band H: £616.68 increase
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Days gone by – Argyllshire Gathering

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

This week we turn back the clock to the parade to the Argyllshire Gathering in 1991. How many of the faces in this 
great photograph do you recognise?

Social media

It is a hard fact of life that we must all pay taxes. It is the 
price we pay to live in a civilised society where services 

are provided for us.
However, the level of taxes we are asked to contribute 

must be fair and sustainable. So it must be obvious to 
anyone who has been following the highly controversial 
plan to review non-domestic (or business) rates that the 
proposed new demands were neither fair nor sustainable.

The system used to assess how much each company 
must pay is, it is fair to say, convoluted and complex, 
and busi nesses, particularly in the hospitality sector, 
have been in touch to say they fear they will be forced 
to close their business unless the new levy is reduced. 

Considering how heavily Lochaber depends on tourism, 
it is a serious concern. 

Derek Mackay’s announcement on Tuesday offering a 
new national relief for small businesses, capping tax in-
creases for hotels at 12.5 per cent, has gone some way to 
alleviating that worry. But the fight does not stop there, 
because the relief is only for one year, until the Barclay 
report is published in July and the Scottish Government 
has time to assess the findings.

At a time when the local economy is doing well – espe-
cially tourism – it makes no sense to bring in swingeing 
increases in business rates. The Scottish Government 
must think very carefully about this review.

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Communication is 
crucial for council
Sir,
I was left speechless by the story on your 
front page last week (‘Councillors plea 
for end to criticisms on social media’, 
The Oban Times, February 16).

I can only assume there is some sort 
of award for the most archaic and out 
of touch local authority and this story 
was a stunning attempt by some of our 
councillors to claim this accolade.

Ignoring issues raised on social 
media is an attitude that belongs in the 
past. Social media is a fantastic tool for 
community engagement; something 
that we are repeatedly told our council 
is committed to. 

When the ‘traditional’ methods 
of contacting Argyll and Bute Council 
deliver no results, social media can be 
the catalyst for change.

I have first-hand experience of this 
with a bin issue on Iona. After email 
had ended with the standard result of 
nothing happening, a Twitter exchange 
between residents, councillors and 
myself eventually led to the solution.

In regards to the Soroba bins problem, 
did our councillors refuse to act out of 
spite or as some sort of crusade against 
the increased use of social media? They 
were aware of the problem, had enough 
time to see there were 61 comments, 
had enough time to take offence at crit-
icisms, had enough time to discuss the 
matter with your newspaper and yet we 
are to believe that they somehow did 
not have a few seconds to write a quick 
response on the Facebook post.

Surely any tool that makes it easier to 
interact with our elected representatives 
should be embraced and encouraged.

There is hypocrisy in this story, too. 
The council’s Twitter page is often used 
to publicise ‘good news’ stories and 
councillors promote the good job they 
are doing via their own social media 
accounts. I am happy for our council-
lors to demonstrate the good work they 
do but you cannot have one without 
the other. Criticism is healthy and the 
residents of Argyll and Bute have every 
right to criticise their councillors.

There is a downside to open forums 
such as Facebook and Twitter which is 
that it opens us all up to abuse and har-
assment, which should not be tolerated.

For Argyll and Bute to have a healthy, 
robust and effective council, all ave-
nues of interaction, communication, 
engagement and accountability must be 
utilised. That means telephone, written 
mail, electronic mail, social media, sur-
geries or even a discussion in the street.

I would be willing to return to carrier 
pigeon if I thought it would help my 
voice be heard.

Cameron Anson,
Fionnphort, Isle of Mull.

Councillors and the 
use of social media
Sir,
Congratulations to The Oban Times 
for highlighting the shift in local de-
mocracy brought about by social media 
(‘Councillors plea for end to criticisms 
on social media’, The Oban Times, 
February 16). 

Now apparently, when residents want 
to complain about a problem they go 
first to their favourite social media site 

to express their frustration. Previously, 
they would have got onto their local 
councillor for the area but, unfortu-
nately, it is not possible for a councillor 
to monitor the social media sites of 
each individual resident in their ward.

With regard to the problems with 
refuse collection in Soroba, it seems 
from your report that the internet 
was awash with complaints before it 
reached the attention of local Council-
lor Mary-Jean Devon. 

Once she was aware of the issues she 
took immediate action to address the 
problem. The lesson is that residents 
can criticise the council over a problem 
on social media, which is probably all 
that some people actually want to do, 
but if you really want something done 
about it you should contact your local 
councillor. 

Each councillor has an email address 
and some of them have a Facebook 
page. Sadly, social media seems to 
bring out the nasty side of some users 
and councillors have to put up with 
uncalled for abuse, an unfortunate 
by-product of being in the public arena.

Actually, the front page article the 
week before (February 9) concerned 
the same problem about bin collections 
in Soroba and that article describes 
how local Councillor Roddy McCuish 
had become involved on behalf of local 
residents.

David Pollard,
Salen, Isle of Mull.

FOI investigations 
need to go further
Sir,
Thank you for publishing the details 
of my Freedom of Information (FOI) 
request in the article on page four 
(‘SEPA did not advise council’, The 
Oban Times, February 16).

I have just submitted another FOI 
request to Argyll and Bute Council 
asking for:

1. The names of the Argyll and Bute 
Council officers who supposedly spoke 
to SEPA employees.

2. The dates these conversations took 
place.

3. The names of the SEPA employees 
they spoke to (the council officers have 
to ask for someone at SEPA by name).

4. Details of the full report by council 
officers stating that it was safe to 
implement the three-weekly general 
waste bin collection service.

At the Argyll and Bute Council 
meeting on June 30 (https://www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/moderngov/docu-
ments/g7140/Printed%20minutes%20
T hu r sday %2 0 3 0 -Ju n-2 016%2 0
10.00%20Argyll%20and%20Bute%20
Council.pdf?T=1), where under Item 
18 the report by the executive director, 
who I assume is Pippa Milne, has con-
veniently been hidden from view and it 
should make interesting reading.

Argyll and Bute Council has a poor 
track record when it comes to supply-
ing the correct information to FOI 
requests.

A council taxpayer from Tayinloan 
recently received incorrect informa-
tion regarding his FOI about repairs 
at Tayinloan pier and I received a pack 
of lies regarding a FOI request I made 
several years ago regarding street 
lighting repairs on Islay.

Douglas W Tott,
Islay.

Cleansing workers 
are under-valued
Sir,
While out voluntary litter-picking in 
the Oban area , I happened upon a 2ltr 
plastic bottle nearly full of urine, 30 
feet from a house alongside the main 
road into Oban , which some man had 
discarded and left in full view from the 
oblivious  passing traffic.

This was a disgusting act but also 
disgusting to find and pick up in the 
clearing of litter on what is a beautiful 
route into the gateway to the isles, 
Oban.

Our street cleaners and binmen 
could probably tell of umpteen similar 
stories on a daily basis no doubt. They 
carry out work that is full of bio-haz-
ards and they are so easy to knock but 
many people and volunteers are out 
there working all hours, in all weathers, 
day in day out, and I believe they are un-
der-valued and under-appreciated.

Stephen Jones,
Burnside Place, Millpark, Oban.

Simplistic view of 
Glencoe massacre
Sir,
Concerning the piece in last week’s 
Oban Times headlined ‘Glencoe 
massacre remembered 325 years on’, 
I should like to offer an alternative 
to the simplistic and inaccurate open-
ing paragraph mentioning the ‘massa-
cre of MacDonalds by Campbells in 
Glencoe’.

The massacre was clearly a dread-
ful breach of Highland hospitality, 
brutal and cruel, but, for the sake of 
accuracy, the first paragraph could 
have read ‘massacre of MacDonalds 
by a detachment of regular British 
soldiers acting under orders given by 
a Scottish Secretary [John Dalrym-
ple] and sanctioned by a Dutch King 
[William]’.

It is true to say there was Campbell 
involvement in the lead up to and dur-
ing the massacre. John Campbell, Earl 
of Breadalbane, negotiated with clan 
chiefs loyal to the exiled Stuart King 
James to try to convince them not to 
hesitate in offering their required oath 
of allegiance to King William, rather 
than waiting for formal permission to 
be sent from James in France.

The company of regular British sol-
diers were commanded by Robert 
Campbell of Glenlyon. Glenlyon was 
ordered to billet his men with the Mac-
Donalds at Glencoe and await orders.

He had no idea of the real reason for 
his soldiers stay at Glencoe until his or-
ders came through from Fort William 
late on February 12, 1692. The order 
threatened to treat Glenlyon as ‘not 
true to King or government’ if he did 
not act as ordered.

Two officers refused to lead the kill-
ings and were arrested and it is thought 
that when the soldiers became aware of 
their orders, some of them helped the 
MacDonalds to escape by deliberately 
firing wide.

Such an important and tragic 
event in Scottish history should not 
be simplified to a Disneyesque view of 
‘evil Campbells killed lots of MacDon-
alds’.

Rod Campbell,
Lossit, Benderloch.

THA AN DÀRNA MÌOS den 
bhliadhna gu bhith seachad agus gu 
ruige seo co-dhiù ‘s e fìor dheagh 
gheamhradh a th’ air a bhith againn! 
Gu dearbh tha an aimsir air a bhith cho 
tlàth is gun robh caraid ag ràdh rium ‘s 
e ri spòrs (tha mi a’ smaointinn!) gun 
robh e am beachd buntàta a chur!

Chan eil e na iongnadh ge-tà gum bheil 
cuid a’ rabhadh nach eil an geamhradh 
seachad agus gum faodadh droch 
shìde agus sneachda tighinn cruaidh 
oirnn fhathast, ach ged a tha sin ceart 
tha sinn air stairsich an earraich agus 
an latha a’ sìneadh is sunnd dhaoine a’ 
togail às ùr.

Saoilidh mi gum bheil fiù ‘s na h-eòin 
bheaga air am mealladh leis an tlàths 
is iad a’ ceilearadh is a’ nochdadh ùidh 
neadachaidh.

Seo an t-àm den bhliadhna aig am b’ 
àbhaist dha daoine bhith bruidhinn air 
“crainnteachd (neo crainntidheachd) 
an earraich”. Bho thoiseach a’ Ghear-
rain bhiodh dùil ri gaoth fhuar bhon ear 
a thiormaicheadh an talamh, agus le 
beagan reothaidh an cois sin bha cùise-
an mòran na b’ fhasa airson innearadh.

Bha sin gu sònraichte fìor dhan 
fheadhainn a bhiodh ag obair le eich 
is cairtean is na cuibhlichean caola 
cartach cho buailteach gearradh tro 
uachdar na talmhainn is a dhol am 
bogadh. Gu dearbh bha an aon rud 
fìor fiù ‘s nuair a thòisich tractaran air 
nochdadh air croitean, ach bha a’ 
chrainnteachd a’ mairsinn beagan 
sheachdainean anns an àbhaist agus 
bhiodh obair-deasachaidh an earraich 
dèanta gu sgiobalta glan ri linn na tio-
rmachd.

Ach càit’ an deach crainnteachd an 
earraich? Chan eil cuimhn’ agam cuin 
a chunnacas beagan sheachdainean de 
thiormachd den t-seòrsa aig an àm seo 
den bhliadhna, agus gu cinnteach tha 
sin na dhearbhadh eile air mar a tha an 
aimsir againn ag atharrachadh.

Ach ma ghabhas samhla dèanamh 
leis tha gun teagamh crainnteachd 
gu math fuar agus goirt a’ bualadh 
a-rithist air buill, luchd-obrach, agus 
luchd-pàighidh chìsean chomhairlean 
na dùthcha. Ged a thàinig crìoch air 
an reothadh a chuir an riaghaltas air 
cìsean comhairle Alba agus ged a 

dh’fhaodas iad suas gu trì sa cheud de 
dh’àrdachadh a chur an sàs, feumaidh 
iad fhathast a rèir choltais an tuilleadh 
ghearraidhean millteach a dhèanamh 
nan cuid sheirbheisean.

Leis a’ mhòr-chuid againn gu bhith a’ 
pàigheadh barrachd airson nas lugha 
de sheirbheis bho riaghaltas ionadail 
agus nàiseanta cha b’ iongnadh cuid a 
bhith a’ faighneachd càit am bheil am 
fàsgadh seo dol a chrìochnachadh. Am 
bheil latha a’ tighinn far am bi a h-uile 
seirbheis gan ruith à Dùn Èideann?

OLDER people will recall cold dry 
periods during February and March 
much valued by crofters and farmers for 
early spring work, but the fact that this 
is a mere memory is further evidence 
of climate change. As Scotland’s local 
government members, employees and 
taxpayers experience the uncertainty of 
further cuts, it is little wonder that some 
are now asking if all services will ulti-
mately be managed from Edinburgh.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There was, unsurprisingly perhaps, 
a spirited response to the news that 
Argyll and Bute Council is to raise 
council tax by three per cent.
Yvie-Yvonne Young asked: ‘Where does 
the council tax we pay at the moment 
actually go, never mind bloody hiking 
it up!! Council run services are at an all 
time low to a detriment of everyone’s 
health & wellbeing, young & old! Get 
rid of the buggers that are on the high 
salaries that do hee-haw, instead of 
penalising the front line workers who 
keep the wheels of industry turning!’

Campbell Reid suggested: ‘Get rid of 
all the fat cats and all the hangers on 
who don’t know what they are doing, 
then ask the people what is the reason 
they are so much in debt.’
Kevin Macdougall posted: ‘I think we 
should stop paying council tax until all 
services are improved!!!!’
Alistair Reid countered: ‘Let’s put 
things into perspective. On average 
it’s only going to be a couple of pound 
a week extra, hardly life changing 
amount of money. If it helps pay for 
vital services them am all for it.’

James Strang wrote: They have a 
bloody cheek we pay more than 
enough in taxes locally and nationally 
for our services and it aint much of a 
service.’
Allan Strang Jnr said simply: ‘Two 
� ngers up to that.’
Sandy Rokitta wondered: ‘That’s � ne 
but what do we get for the money not 
value????’
Colin Cooper wrote: ‘First spend they 
should spend wiser before raising the 
tax.’
Thomas Shaw said: ‘Absolute Disgrace.’

Hebridean seafaring 
men of the world
 
WE LIVE on a shrinking planet and 
are increasingly connected constantly 
to the ways of life, politics, opinions, 
customs, crimes and what is being 
eaten for breakfast in any corner of 
the globe that can access the internet.

This sudden disappearance of geo-
graphical barriers is one of the biggest 
cultural changes the world has ever 
seen.

However, for far longer than Face-
book has been dominating our days, 
the West Coast of Scotland – and 
particularly the Islands of the Hebri-
des – have been in close and contin-
ual contact with countries across the 
world.

This was, of course, not via mass 
media communications but through 
the thousands of seamen who left 
their island homes to travel the 
oceans aboard the ships of the 
merchant navy.

This meant that, while the Scottish 
islands were geographically isolated, 
they were in many ways better con-
nected to the wider world than most 
urban centres. The sheer numbers of 
men travelling the globe relative to 
the total populations of their islands 
was huge.

A friend of mine from Barra told me 
that when his father left school in the 

late 1950s, of 43 boys in his class, 40 
went to sea. This was typical through-
out the Hebrides at the time and the 
outward-looking and non-parochial 
attitude of the people in these parts is 
largely down to this.

My father spent 15 years at sea, and 
the stories he used to tell relating to 
this time and his worldly-wise attitude 
that resulted from it had a lasting 
effect on me.

The below lyrics are from a 
MacPhail/Robertson song that was 
inspired by these stories and these 
seafaring men of the world.

Ocean of the Free

The sailors of the Hebrides, they 
rule the ocean breeze
Their anchor weighed, they work 
their trade upon the seven seas.
Captains, boatswains, engineers, 
their skill and craft they ply -
The merchant navy island men 
are seamen till they die.
 
From the harbours of Vancouver 
to San Francisco Bay,
Down the western coast of Chile, 
round Cape Horn they sail away;
Across the South Atlantic, 
through violent wave and squall
Up the coast of Madagascar to 
the dark Bay of Bengal.
 Chorus
Heave away, heave away, on the 
ocean of the free

The island men set sail again, the 
heroes of the sea.
 
Three times round the world 
before turning twenty-one,
Loneliness and hardship lived, 
but comradeship and fun,
Tales of pilfered cargo and wild 
times when ashore
From the moonshine of Alaska 
to the lights of Singapore.
 
I recall the great excitement as 
the stories would unfurl
Other places, other races and a 
wide view of the world.
These men who tramp the waves 
bring education to us all,
A richness of perspective and an 
outlook never small.
 
From Rio de Janeiro to the Gulf 
of Mexico,
Past the warm coast of Cuba to 
the frozen north they’ll go;
By the Faroe Islands, the 
Northern Lights will dance
Through the icy Arctic waters to 
the shelter of Murmansk.
 
On the reefers and the tankers 
and the great container ships -
You’ll always find a sailor with 
Gaelic on his lips.
The coasters and the ferries, the 
supply boats and the tugs
The finest seamen of them all - 
the sea is in their blood.
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Sport

South Lochaber Thistle    9
Cardross                  0
West of Scotland League

 

Deeside                            22
Lochaber 0

BT Caledonia 2N (bottom)

Football

10-pin bowling

Rugby

Lotto

Club lottery 
numbers

Football

Alleycats are still 
the top dogs

LOCHABER travelled to Dee-
side for the first game since the 
league split.
 Lochaber were looking to build 
on their win from last week’s 
friendly with Mull and travelled 
with a strong team to Deeside.
 It was the home side who start-
ed the stronger and scored early 
on. They continued to pressure 
the Lochaber defence and were 
rewarded with a Lochaber play-
er being yellow carded.
 During the 10-minute sin bin-
ning, Deeside managed to score 
two more tries out wide.
 The home team got their bonus 
point by scoring their fourth try 
to bring the score to 22-0 within 
the first 20 minutes.
 Lochaber finally got back into 
the game with their defence 
holding well and they finally got 
some possession of the ball and 
were able to put pressure on the 
Deeside defence. 
 The home side held strong and 

WINNING number for the 
Ballachulish shinty lotto draw 
on February 19 were 2, 5 and 
17. There were no winners so 
jackpot is up to £600 for next 
week.

The Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto numbers were 6, 
10 and 20 in the draw on 
February 19.

The jackpot is up to £300 in 
the Caol regeneration lotto. The 
winning numbers for the draw 
last Thursday were 11, 12 and 14.

There is £1,200 up for grabs in 
the Kilmallie shinty lotto this 
Sunday. There were no winners 
for the draw on February 19 
where the winning numbers 
were 6, 9 and 16.

FORT WILLIAM travelled 
up the A82 last Wednesday to 
Inverness to face an in-form 
Clachnacuddin team in the first 
round of the Breedon Aggre-
gates Highland League Cup.

Despite a double from top 

AFTER week 13 of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10 pin bowling leagues at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William 
Alleycats continue to lead 
of the scratch division with 
55 points followed by British 
Legion Fort William with 46 
points and Don’t Give A Split 
with 40 points.

The handicap division is much 
tighter where Don’t Give A 
Split are the new leaders with 
43 points. British Legion Fort 
William drop to second place 
with 42 points after dropping 
two points to bottom-of-the-
table Mis Fits. Alleycats are in 
third place on 36 points.

Individually, the best game 
in week 13 was 181 from Pam 
Weller (Alleycats). Other good 
games this week came from 
Ben Weller (Don’t Give A 
Split) with 179, Colin Pinkett 
(Mis Fits) with 173 and Brian 
Stewart (Don’t Give A Split) 
with 172. Pam Weller also had 
the top two-game scratch series 
with 325, while Colin Pinkett 
had the best handicap game 
of 235 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 434.

The best team scores of the 
week came from Alleycats who 
had the top scratch game of 
587, the top handicap game 
of 788 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1541, while 
Don’t Give A Split had the top 
two-game scratch series of 1142.

The top scratch averages for 
the season so far are currently 
held by Pam Weller (Alleycats) 
on 163 followed by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) on 156 
and Ben Weller (Don’t Give A 
Split) on 151.

SOME very ‘entertaining games’ have been 
played in the latest rounds of Fort William’s table 
tennis league.

Last week in division two, Joe Robson faced 
newcomer Ritchie Cesnulaitis, the latter of whom 
put up a good fight, levelling the match at one 
game all before Joe took the third game 11-5. 
Ritchie then fought back but narrowly lost the 
fourth game 13-11 and thus the match 3-1.

Joe then played John Steele and, despite some 
tight games ensuing, Joe took all three games to 
win 3-0. Neil Cameron and Aileen McFadzean 
also faced each other, with Aileen coming out on 
top 3-0. She then played John Steele in another 
close-fought match in which John narrowly lost 
the first two games 9-11, but then took the third 
game by the same score. Aileen, however, won the 
fourth game to record a 3-1 victory.

In division one, Steve Crook continued his un-
beaten run by defeating John Grant 3-0.

John also played Monte Bleasdale and as usual 
provided a stern test for the Fort’s number two, 

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle 
were runaway winners in Kin-
lochleven on Saturday, beating 
Cardross 9-0.

The win saw the Jags leapfrog 
their opponents into second 
place in the West of Scotland 
Amateur League.

Cardross were struggling from 
the off, only being able to field 
10 players and, although not 
carrying a substantial attacking 
threat, the visitors soaked up 
much of the pressure in the first 
half as the Jags failed to truly 

Double defeat on the road for Fort William
Clachnacuddin                  6
Fort William                  2
Highland League Cup

capitalise on their numerical 
advantage .

That being said, in the 15th 
minute the ball broke to Lewis 
Morrison to chip the keeper, giv-
ing SLT the lead. At 1-0, South 
Lochaber had the opportunity 
to double their advantage only 
for  Martin Munro to see his 
penalty saved by the Cardross 
keeper.

A well-timed through ball 
from Dave Forbes saw Lewis 
Morrison take his tally for the 
season to 10 and seven in six 
games since the turn of the year.

In the second half, the intro-
duction of Keir Kennedy saw 
the Jags up the gears, and a min-

ute into the second period, he 
ran past three Cardross players 
before playing the ball through 
to Martin Munro, who slotted 
past the keeper.

Kennedy then got himself 
on the scoresheet after a well 
weighted pass from Dave 
Forbes found a well-timed run 
from Kennedy before he placed 
the ball into the bottom corner. 
Minutes later he doubled his 
tally with superb solo effort.

Next up for the Jags came a 
goal from captain Daniel Mack-
intosh who got on the end of a 
Dave Forbes pass to make it 6-0.

Erik Tot was next to get his 
name on the scoresheet, being 
first to react in the box to head 
home number seven. Soon after, 
a turn of pace from Dave Forbes 
saw him get past his man before 
firing past the helpless keeper 
to take it to 8-0.

With Cardross tiring, some 
excellent wing play saw Darren 
Duncan whip in an excellent 
cross and found a quality first 
touch from Keir Kennedy who 
fired in goal number nine.

Manager Alan Gray said: ‘It 
was unfortunate that Cardross 
could only field 10 men. How-
ever, you can only beat what’s in 
front of you. The boys were told 
in no uncertain terms at half-
time that they weren’t playing as 
well as they were capable of but 
I am proud of their reaction in 
the second period. Also it was 
good to keep a second consec-
utive clean sheet.’

Man of the match went to hat-
trick hero Keir Kennedy.

Next game sees South Loch-
aber travel to Greenock to play 
Bellaire on Saturday.

Football

Fort William manager to step down

scorer Scottie Davidson, taking 
his tally for the season so far 
to an impressive 16 goals, it 
was the home side who ran out 
comfortable and convincing 6-2 
winners.

Fort’s on-loan Caley Thistle 
defender Ally Stark was sent off 
after receiving two yellow cards.

A spokesperson for the club 
said: ‘This match summed up 
the Fort’s season. You lose 

count of the number of matches 
they have taken the lead only 
for it to be followed up by a 
defensive collapse.’

On Saturday, Fort William 
travelled to Aberdeenshire o 
take on Turriff United without 
top scorer Davidson, who was 
out injured, and on-loan Caley 
Thistle goalkeeper Stephen 
Foster came into make his first 
Highland League start.

Despite a good start from 
the Fort, three goals in quick 
successions before half-time 
put paid to their chances, and, 
with the home side adding one 
more in the second half, it made 
the final score Turriff United 4, 
Fort William 0.

The Fort will be hoping to pick 
up full points when they host 
Rothes this Saturday at Claggan 
Park with a 3pm kick off.

FORT William Football Club manager Ally 
Ewen has decided to step down from his po-
sition at the end of the 2016/17 season. Ally, 
who has recently launched his own business, 
advised that work and travel commitments 
did not allow him the time to manage a 
Highland League team.
 Ally, who has managed the team for two 
seasons, said: ‘I’d like to thank everyone at 
the club for everything they have done dur-
ing my time at  Fort William. I really have 
enjoyed the experience. There are still some 
cracking players there and I’d like to think 
someone will come in there and do well.’

In thanking Ally for his commitment to 

Fort William, Ronald Maclean, director of 
Fort William Football Club, said: ‘Ally has 
put so much time and effort into the club 
over the past two years. It is disappointing 
to see him step down. If we had been able 
to build up a local coaching team to assist 
Ally, I’m sure we could have persuaded him 
to stay.’

Fort William’s assistant manager, Kevin 
Munro, has also decided to step down at the 
end of the season, saying: ‘I have enjoyed 
my time at Fort William, but I have become 
very busy at work and it isn’t healthy the 
constant juggling of time to run the team.’

Gerald Mcintyre said: ‘In giving us a 

number of months’ notice, Ally and Kevin 
have allowed the committee time to engage 
in the recruitment of a new management 
team before the start of the 2017/18 season.’

Stewart Maclean, director of Fort William 
Football Club, said: ‘Our recent appeal to 
the Lochaber community for additional 
sponsors and match-day assistance fell on 
deaf ears. With Ally and Kevin stepping 
down, Fort William Football Club is at a 
crossroads. Major decisions will require to 
be taken by the board and the committee 
over the next few months.’

‘Major decisions will require to be taken by the board’

Fort William manager Ally Ewen will step down at the end
 of the season.

One over the eight as
Jags thump Cardross

Top drawer tennis on the table
but despite losing the first two games and then 
pulling the score back to 1-2, Monte took the 
fourth game 11-7 to record a 3-1.

This week in division two, current league leader 
Joe Robson had a real battle with Neil Cameron, in 
a match which saw Neil take the first game 14-12, 
only for Joe to level the score by taking the second 
game. Neil then took the third game 12-10, but 
Joe again levelled as he won the fourth game 11-9. 
The deciding fifth game was equally tight but Joe 
prevailed as he won 11-9 to take the match 3-2.

 Joe then took on John Steele in another closely 
fought contest, but could not pull off another 
victory which John won 11-7, 12-14, 11-7 and 
11-8. John also played his namesake Stewart but 
found the latter too strong as Stewart eased to a 
comfortable 3-0 victory.

 In division one, leader Steve Crook proved far 
too strong for Angus MacDonald when he record-
ed a 3-0 victory.

Table tennis

kept Lochaber out. But despite 
the visitors’ scrum starting to 
dominate, no penalties were 
award to Lochaber. In the sec-
ond half, Lochaber continued to 
dominate the scrums.
 Deeside’s captain was yellow 
carded but Lochaber were not 
able to find a way through Dee-
side’s defence despite the  man 

advantage.  The game went back 
and forwards with neither team 
able to break the other defence 
with the game ending 22-0.
 This Saturday Lochaber are at 
home to Shetland 12.25pm kick 
off.

Lochaber lose out to Deeside

Action from the Deeside v Lochaber match.
South Lochaber Thistle’s Danny MacKintosh on his way to scoring. 
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Tough test  in 
Scottish Cup for 
Oban Saints 

OBAN Saints face a tough 
test to try to reach the last 
eight of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup. They travel to take on 
high-flying Letham who are top 
of the Perth Premier League 
having won nine out of nine 
league games this season.
 The Oban side reached the 
semi-finals last season, losing 
out 2-1 after extra time to 
Leven United at New Douglas 
Park, Hamilton. 
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Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 23, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 03.53 3.3 09.58 1.6 16.14 3.3 22.31 1.4
Fri 04.33 3.5 10.44 1.3 16.51 3.5 23.05 1.1
Sat 05.11 3.7 11.22 1.1 17.27 3.7 23.38 0.9
Sun 05.47 3.9 11.59 0.8 17.59 3.8  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.10 0.7 06.20 4.1 12.34 0.7 18.27 3.9
Tues 00.44 0.5 06.52 4.1 13.09 0.6 18.56 3.9
Wed 01.20 0.5 07.24 4.1 13.45 0.6 19.30 3.9             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

5

5

3

Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 0°C to 4ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.


