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AMBITIOUS plans for a per-
formance space on the North 
Pier of Oban Bay could be 
scrapped in April, The Oban 
Times understands.

The re-modelling of the 
White Building was to include 
a covered space for people 
waiting for cruise ships. But 
a council source has said the 
plans may be dropped follow-
ing a consultation, where the 
building was described as a 
‘glorified bus shelter’.

It is believed new plans will 
keep the footprint of the cur-
rent building while extending 
the space inside to meet Cus-
toms and Excise requirements 
for cruise ship passengers, 
facilities for visiting yachtsmen 
and office space for pier staff.

The White Building is cur-
rently being used as a charity 
shop.

Following the tip-off The 
Oban Times went into Oban  
town centre to ask people 

for their views on the White 
Building plans.

Angela Rose, of Kilchrenan, 
said: ‘If it’s a valuable resource, 
it’s good. But how do they 
justify six months of work? 
What I’m unhappy about are 
all these cuts, particularly 
the cuts to secondary school 
librarians. School librarians 
are important.’

David Leaver, of Skye said: 
‘It’s an ugly-looking building. 
It’ll be good to get rid of it. 

But some of these modern 
buildings can be ugly as well. 
As long as it’s in keeping, it’s a 
good idea.’

And Peggy and Mary, who 
have volunteered at the charity 
shop for a number of years, 
said: ‘Oban needs a seafaring 
centre because it’s a seafaring 
town. It’s an excellent site for 
whatever the council decides, 
but it’s very sad [that the shop 
is moving]. We’ll miss being 
here very much.’

Council set to scrap performance 
space plans for White Building

TIMESLINE
Shock as cuts hit 
school librarians 

Oban Live tickets

Ordination

Discussions ongoing over car parking 
charges for people visiting Iona

Bail hearing 
delay for Billy

CAMPAIGN group Save Scot-
land’s School Libraries has 
expressed ‘utter astonishment’ 
at Argyll and Bute Council’s 
decision to remove all 10 school 
librarians across the county. 

A spokesman said: ‘It is 
undoubtedly pupils who will 
su� er most from this outra-
geous decision. It is completely 
unfair. Pupils will now become 
educationally disadvantaged 
from their peers elsewhere in 
Scotland.’ 

READER o� er tickets for the 
Oban Live event sold out in 60 
seconds when they went on 
sale last Saturday lunchtime.

The Oban Times teamed up 
with organisers to give 10 per 
cent discount to the � rst 300 
readers to go online.  

Organisers are delighted with 
the response.  Full price tickets 
remain on sale. 

THE EPISCOPAL ordination 
of Monsignor Brian McGee as 
the new Bishop of Argyll and 
the Isles will take place at St 
Columba’s Cathedral, Oban, 
tonight (Thursday) at 7pm.

A BAIL hearing for a Connel man 
imprisoned in India has been 
adjourned after his lawyer ran 
out of court time.

Billy Irving and � ve of his 
colleagues were sentenced to 
� ve years in jail in January on 
piracy charges. It was hoped 
that a bail hearing on Tuesday 
February 16 would have seen 
the men released until an 
appeal hearing later in the year.

But lawyers discussions over-
ran and the men were taken 
back to prison until February 24 
when the legal arguments will 
continue.

Eva and Seamus steal the show

Six-year-old Eva Armstrong from Balemartine on Tiree made her debut in the ring at the Highland Cattle 
Society Show in Oban this week, accompanied by her father, Mark. Her sister Emily, 10, was also in the 
ring – both competed in the young handler section, with each of the girls showing a calf.  Eva’s calf is 

called Seamus Beusach of Balemartine. While Eva didn’t manage to secure any prizes, sister Emily won 
the young handler competition, winning the Woodneuk Trophy. She was delighted with her win and 

even more delighted with the grooming box of goodies from sponsors All� ex.  Turn to page 14.

Council targets 
parking to help 
pay for services
FREE day-long parking will 
become a thing of the past come 
April if a statutory consultation 
to ratify Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil parking plans is given the 
green light.

Parking at Lochavullin Road, 
Longsdale (Atlantis) and 
Ganavan  beach will be charged 
at £1 per hour, after a two-hour 
period of free parking, while 
drivers will be charged for 
on-street parking seven days a 
week.

A fee of 25 pence for a 
15-minute parking period will 
also be set, removing all free 
on-street, short-term parking 
for ‘10 minutes’.

The fee for parking in Argyll 
and Bute was raised by 20 per 
cent in last week’s budget meet-
ing.

Recommending the plans at 
last week’s Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee, area 
chairman councillor Roddy 
McCuish said this would be the 
final stage of consultation in 
the long-running battle about 
parking charges in Oban town 
centre. 

He said: ‘There is another 
stage for people to have their 
say. We have had an informal 
consultation and people have 
come up with some good ideas.

‘Parking is an income stream 
[for the council]. We should 
start the statutory process as 
soon as possible. 

‘If people object, which they 
are entitled to do, then we will 
need to deal with that and that 
might take time. 

‘The statutory consultation 
is 28 days. If we get the clock 
started today we can deal with 

any objections as soon as we 
can. Jim Smith, head of roads 
at Argyll and Bute Council 
explained: ‘The proposals that 
we have worked up have cog-
nisance of public meetings and 
the online process. 

‘Everything so far has been 
informal consultation. We be-
lieve the set of proposals going 
forward to consultation will 
meet with broad acceptance.

‘Statuatory consultation will 
last for 28 days and objections 
will need to be heard. The 
shortest possible time would 
be April, but it may take much 
longer.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
asked that a delayed starting 
time could be introduced. 

She said: ‘I would like a later 
start to be considered in respect 
of visitors staying in bed and 
breakfasts. These businesses 
find their visitors go out at 9am 
or 9.30am and find that they al-
ready have tickets on their cars.’

The community council, road 
users and members of the pub-
lic will now be asked whether 
charges should be introduced to 
the Lochavullin Road, Longs-
dale (Atlantis) and Ganavan 
beach car parks. 

On-street parking charges will 
be introduced on Sundays after 
1pm. The late start to charging 
on a Sunday is being introduced 

to allow revellers the oppor-
tunity to pick up their cars the 
next day following a night out in 
the town.

Residents living in areas 
around the town say they are 
outraged the parking charge 
has been increased.

Ian S MacLean, councillor for 
Oban North and Lorn, said he 
has had complaints from resi-
dents living on Gallanach Road 
as there is congestion parking 
from ‘CalMac workers’.

He said people will struggle to 
find any space along Gallanach 
Road or in other outlying areas 
of the town.

He added: ‘Two ferries and 
cheaper prices on ferries will 
see more and more people 
parking in town for long periods 
of time as ships’ crews double 
and people visit the islands.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TALKS to resolve ongoing 
di�  culties to introduce parking 
charges at the ferry-stop for Iona 
will take place between council-
lors and the public before any 
change is made.

The meeting came about be-
cause rejected proposals meant 
visitors would have only had two 
hours on the island before their 
parking ticket ran out.

An informal consultation sug-
gested that parking charges in 
Fionnphort, on Mull, would o� er 
the � rst two hours of parking for 
free.

But at a meeting last week, 
this suggestion was laughed at 
by members of the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee as 
it can take longer to get onto the 
island and come back.

Iona does not allow non-res-
idential cars onto the island 
without special permission, so all 
visitors who come by car have to 
park at Fionnphort ferry port if 
they are to visit the island.

Councillors agreed that visitors 
would spend more time – and 
money – travelling back and forth 
on the Iona ferry topping up 
parking metres than on the island 
itself. 

Members of the area committee 
asked for a meeting with residents 
before any formal consultation 
took place.

The development of a parking 
policy for the rest of Mull, taking 
into consideration any increase in 
tra�  c following the introduction 
of cheaper ferry fares, was an-
nounced at the meeting.
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Yachtsman arrested after 
dramatic rescue off Tiree 
A LONE yachtsman who was 
airlifted to safety on Tuesday 
lunchtime was later arrested 
under an international arrest 
warrant and was due to appear 
at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 
Wednesday February 17.

The Russian national made 
a mayday call shortly after 
midnight on Tuesday when his 
40ft boat got into difficulty 
near Skerryvore lighthouse, off 
the south west of Tiree. 

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said: ‘I can confirm that a 
35-year-old man has been ar-
rested and is detained in police 
custody in connection with an 
international arrest warrant.’

Two RNLI lifeboats were in-
volved in the rescue. The Islay 

boat attempted to secure a line 
to the yacht and a lifeboat from 
Barra was also sent to assist. 

The rescue effort was car-
ried out in very rough seas 
and severe gale force winds, 
according to the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency. 



2 NEWS Thursday 18 February, 2016 –  www.obantimes.co.uk

MULL
lines

Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

LAST year’s damp and dreary 
summer weather affected the 
number of visitors to Finlag-
gan, the ancient seat of the 
Lords of The Isles and one 
of the island’s main tourist 
attractions.

This was one of the topics un-
der discussion at the Finlaggan 
Trust’s recent annual  general 
meeting where tributes were 
paid to Gina MacAuslan, a 
former secretary, chairperson, 
and a long-serving member of 
the management  committee, 
whose unexpected death in 
August of last year saddened 
everyone.

One very special visitor to 
the site in June was the Prince 
of Wales, who must have felt 

very much at home at the 
historic settlement, as among 
his various titles is that of Lord 
of The Isles. It was raining 
heavily when the Prince visited 
distilleries at the other end of 
the island earlier in the day, but 

the sun shone on Finlaggan as 
it welcomed its chief to what 
was once the headquarters of 
Clan Donald.

Donald Bell, who  also hosted 
the Royal visit, continues as 
the trust chairman, Helen 

McSkimming holds the purse 
strings   and the new secretary 
is Garry MacLean, the recently 
appointed administrator and 
secretary of the South Islay 
Development.

AMONG the many  scientists 
and engineers involved in the 
detection and discovery  of the 
gravitational waves announced 
to the world’s media last week 
were three who have close 
family connections with Islay 
and mainland Argyll. Playing a 
crucial role in the LIGO pro-
ject, described as the biggest 
scientific break-through of the 
century, was Dr Angus Bell, 
a Senior Research Fellow at 
Glasgow University’s School 
of Physics and Astronomy. He 
hails from the Kilmeny district 
and his parents are Catriona 

and Donald Bell, now resident 
at Bridgend.    

Also heavily involved in 
the research was Dr Calum I 
Torrie, formerly of Glasgow 
University and now attached 
to the California Institute of 
Technology in Pasedena. His 
parents Margaret and Calum 
Torrie live in Portnahaven.

The lead scientist on the 
LIGO development was 
Professor Norna Robertson, 
also formerly of Glasgow Uni-
versity, where she still holds 
hold a part-time professorship 
in Experimental Physics. She 
joined the California Institute 
of Technology in 2007 after 
spending four years at Stanford 
University. 

She has strong family connec-
tions with Argyll and with Tar-
bert Loch Fyne in particular 
where her grandfather the late 
Peter Leitch lived.

A LOCAL schoolteacher is 
among the 1,200 performers 
taking part in the Royal Edin-
burgh Military Tattoo which 
played to vast Australian audi-
ences last weekend and opens 
tonight in Wellington, New 
Zealand, where it will play until 
Sunday.

Islay High School PE teacher 
Rebecca Gibson is one of the 
20 Highland dancers chosen to 
represent Scotland at the ‘down 
under’ performances.

Although now retired from  
competitive dancing, she has 
enjoyed a long and successful 
career in kilt and pumps. She 
had competed at dance compe-
titions throughout the country 
and collected many awards in 
the process.  

Last year saw her perform at 

the Basel Tattoo in Switzerland 
and at the Edinburgh Tattoo.

Since taking up her island 
post in 2014, she happily assists 
at the Ella Edgar dancing 
school  classes which are held 
on a weekly basis at Bowmore.

The Antipodean performanc-
es will mark the fourth time the 
Edinburgh Tattoo has ventured 
abroad in its 65-year history.  

The Wellington performances 
will  also  include a tribute to 
the ANZAC’s spirit as part of 
the First World War’s centenary 
commemorations.

The touring tattoo features 
a life-size replica of the 
Edinburgh Castle façade, the 
background to the internation-
ally-known and revered cele-
bration of culture and heritage.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay PA43 7JX Tel: 01496 
810 658

Tattoo-tastic!Sadness and 
celebration

Making waves

Finlaggan – seat of the Lords of the Isles.

£45K shortfall sees Ulva 
project hang in balance
A MULL councillor has made 
a call to arms in support of a 
community-led housing project 
that is now facing the threat of 
failure.   

The Ulva School Community 
Association (USCA), with 
support from Mull and Iona 
Community Trust (MICT), 
is  building two affordable 
rental properties on the remote 
west coast of Mull to directly 
tackle the long-term population 
decline in the area, which 
threatened the viability of the 
local school in 2010.    

The houses are now ready to 
be built, however, £45,000 is 
still outstanding, which leaves 
the project at risk of failure.  

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon   
is hoping enough cash can be 
raised from public support to 

meet the shortfall. She said: 
‘It would be a crying shame 
if the five years’ tireless work 
by the Ulva Ferry community 
to get to this stage was all for 
nothing.  

‘This is about so much more 
than two houses – it is about 

ensuring the future sustaina-
bility of Ulva Ferry, keeping 
the school open and paving 
the way for new businesses and 
economic activity.  

‘I am deeply impressed with 
the way the Ulva Ferry commu-
nity galvanised themselves to 

fight a difficult but ultimately 
successful campaign to keep 
their school open.  

‘Their determination to ad-
dress the housing issue in their 
area is a shining example of 
what a community can achieve 
with a lot of hard work and 
the support of a sympathetic 
landowner.’

The Ulva Ferry houses are 
being built to passive house 
standards, which will result in 
annual heating bills of less than 
£300 per house.  

This is a direct response to the 
community’s brief to combat 
the high level of fuel poverty in 
the area, and in-keeping with 
the Scottish Government’s cur-
rent priority to tackle the issue, 
as the number of households in 
fuel poverty nationally contin-
ues to rise year on year.

The houses will show off the 
possibilities for high quality, 

low energy design and build in 
remote areas of rural Scotland. 

Ms Devon continued: ‘I would 
urge you to consider making a 
donation, however small, to the 
project which could see new 
families living at Ulva Ferry by 
the end of this year.’

The housing project has 
received financial support 
from Argyll and Bute Council, 
the Scottish Land Fund, the 
Quaker Housing Trust and 
the Trusthouse Charitable 
Foundation, along with many 
individual donations from 
locals, visitors and those 
sympathetic to community-led 
development.  

Donations can be made to the 
Ulva Ferry Housing Project 
online at: www.justgiving.com/
ulvaferryhousing, or by post 
to Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, An Roth, Craignure, Isle 
of Mull, PA65 6AY.  

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Ulva Ferry pupils at the community bus. 

Checks and tips 
for older drivers

Young marine 
explorers’ class

Whale and 
dolphin week

PETA calls for ban 
on animal treks

A WEBSITE aimed at helping 
older people recognise if their 
driving ability is deteriorating 
has been launched by the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents.

The website provides a check-
list and tips to help people rec-
ognise if their driving ability has 
changed, for example through 
worsening eyesight, and how 
they can adapt to any changes.
Visit www.olderdrivers.org.uk.

AN INTERNATIONAL animal 
welfare charity has written 
to the Association of British 
Travel Agents following the 
death of an Islay tourist.

PETA is calling on the 
association to add elephant 
trekking to its list of ‘unac-
ceptable and discouraged 
practices’ in its Global Wel-
fare Guidance for Animals in 
Tourism following the death 
of Gareth Crowe, 36, who was 
gored to death earlier this 
month during an elephant 
trek in Thailand.

ISLE of Mull-based Hebridean 
Whale and Dolphin Trust  is 
o� ering primary schools in 
Oban and Lorn free Hebride-
an Marine Explorer classroom 
workshops, led by expert ma-
rine biologists, during British 
Science Week between March 
14-18 2016. 

The one-hour workshop 
consists of an interactive 
presentation on Hebridean 
whales and dolphins, their 
biology and behaviour, fol-
lowed by an object handling 
session. The handling kit 
contains real whale bones, 
teeth, baleen and skulls for 
the students to explore.

There are a few  dates still 
available;  contact Alison 
Lomax for bookings and en-
quiries at alison.lomax@hwdt.
org or 01688 302620.

VOLUNTEERS spent 1,150 
hours recording the largest 
number of sightings of whales  
and dolphins during Whale 
and Dolphins Watchers Week 
in late July and early August, 
2015.

There were 4,480 individual 
animals seen, with 13 di� er-
ent species reported all along 
the British coastline.  

Some of the memorable 
sightings included a hump-
back whale spotted in the 
Inner Hebrides, � n whales o�  
the Yorkshire coast, Risso’s 
dolphins all along the western 
shores, and an Arctic beluga 
whale o�  the north coast of 
Northern Ireland.

A good read Down Under

RODERICK WYNESS, the 
New Zealand explorer who 
works at the country’s largest 
glacier, the Tasman glacier in 
the Mount Cook national park, 
said he was delighted that his 
picture of the iceberg Ben More 

was used in The Oban Times.
Roderick, who is originally 

from Mull, said: ‘I received 
lots of nice comments online. 
During my trips it often sparks a 
bit of interest as there is usually 
at least one person who has been 

to the west coast and gives me a 
great opportunity to tell my cus-
tomers a bit about where I come 
from and why they should visit. 

‘Here is a picture of me enjoy-
ing the copy of The Oban Times 
my mother sent me.’

OBAN’S Fusion Marine has 
reported £1million sales of 
fish farm pens in the last eight 
months.

The supplier of fish farm 
equipment, based at Barcal-
dine, will supply four new 
Triton 400 pens and refurbish 
three Oceanflex pens for the 
Canadian-owned firm Cooke 
Aquaculture Scotland and its 
salmon farms on Unst and Yell 
in Shetland. It follows an order 
last summer for 12 new Triton 
450 pens and an upgrade to 
four Oceanflex pens.

Fusion Marine director Iain 
Forbes said: ‘We have forged 
an excellent relationship with 
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland, 
which has benefited businesses 
in our home area in Argyll, as 
well as the Northern Isles.’

Fusion Marine, which em-

ploys 16 people, fought hard to 
win the order, he said. 

‘In terms of turnover it’s sub-
stantial. It’s obviously jobs for 
our guys, and it has a knock-on 
effect: our last order needed 54 
articulated lorries. We’re hop-
ing to keep employing people 
and hauliers in the area.’

Last month Scotland’s largest 
salmon-farming firm, Marine 
Harvest, announced it was 
axing 100 jobs – 15 per cent of 
the Scottish workforce – at its 
salmon farms, hatcheries and 
processing plants in the High-
lands, Islands and Argyll.

The company blamed rising 
sea temperatures for rising 
costs, including the loss of 
£7.75 million at Scottish salmon 
farms. Cooke Aquaculture 
Scotland’s managing director 
Colin Blair said he was pleased 

to place the orders with a Scot-
tish manufacturing company, 
adding it ‘underlines the im-
portance of salmon farming to 
our country’s economy and in 
supporting jobs in fragile rural 
communities’.

Cooke Aquaculture is a 
family-owned and managed 
company with operations 
in New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland, Maine, Chile, 
Spain and Scotland as well as 
sales people in major centres in 
the US and Canada.

Through its wholly-owned 
subsidiaries, the group pro-
cesses and sells 115,000 tonnes 
– whole fish equivalent – of At-
lantic salmon and 20,000 tonnes 
of sea bass and sea bream each 
year. Annual sales are valued at 
nearly £500million.

A MARINE planning organi-
sation has been established for 
the Clyde Marine Region. The 
Clyde Marine Planning Partner-
ship will build on the work of the 
Firth of Clyde Forum. 

Isabel Glasgow, chairwoman 
of the Clyde Marine Planning 
Partnership (CMPP), said: ‘So 
much work has gone into getting 
to this point. More than 20 years 
ago we began work on integrated 
coastal zone management. 

‘Then the Scottish Sustainable 
Marine Environment Initiative 

saw the development of the first 
non-statutory plan for the Clyde.

‘I would like to thank all those 
key organisations that have 
supported the Clyde forum to 
this point and that continue to 
be integral to the CMPP as it 
goes forward.’ 

The planned role of the CMPP, 
through the creation of a re-
gional marine plan, will include 
assessing the condition of the 
region, setting economic, social, 
marine ecosystem and climate 
change policies and keeping un-

der review the impacts of those 
policies. 

On February 10, the core 
group of the Firth of Clyde 
Forum met to close the forum 
and sign the constitution of the 
Clyde Marine Planning Partner-
ship, marking the establishment 
of the organisation. 

Speaking at the event, Arthur 
Keller from Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH), a signatory to 
the constitution, said: ‘This is an 
important occasion and SNH 
is delighted to continue our 

support by hosting the CMPP 
team and contributing to the 
CMPP as it progresses towards 
the production of the marine 
plan for the Clyde.’ 

Marine Scotland plans to 
nominate the CMPP as the 
delegate for pursuing regional 
marine planning in the Clyde. 
It  published a public notice and 
a draft direction in the Herald. 
Comments and responses on 
this until the March 10. Send 
these to RegionalMarinePlan-
ning@gov.scot 

£1M for Fusion Marine

Marine planning group for Clyde
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Councillors’ fury over 
manager’s no show
COUNCILLORS described 
themselves as ‘pretty angry’ 
after a member of the new health 
and social care shared services 
initiative failed to turn up to talk 
to them.

At the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee last week, 
a 30-minute discussion had to be 
put off for the ‘third time’ when 
the officer failed to appear.

Furious area chairman Coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish said he 
was not going to talk about the 
item in the officer’s absence. 

He continued: ‘This is one of 
the biggest changes that will 
ever be seen in local government 

social work services and it is a 
disgrace that no-one could be 
bothered to come out and speak 
to us today.

‘I will not be taking this item in 
their absence. 

‘Their absence puts us in a very 
difficult position because we are 
elected by the public to scruti-
nise the spending of money and 
yet no-one has come along today 
to let us know about their plans.

‘Timescales for these changes 
are hard enough and it is not 
acceptable that the member of 
staff has not turned up.’

Councillors Elaine Robertson 
and Mary-Jean Devon agreed 
with Mr McCuish and said they 
were very annoyed that no-one 
had turned up to speak.

Mrs Robertson said: ‘Every 
other area committee in Argyll 
and Bute will have had discus-
sions on the integration of health 
and social care. But not this area 
committee. 

‘It really is the time when the 
plans need to be moved forward, 
but I don’t think they can until 
we have had a conversation.’

Mrs Devon said: ‘Elaine and 
I will email the chief officer to 
tell them of our disappointment 
that no-one has turned out to 
the meeting today. Everyone has 
questions – so why are they not 
being answered.’

Councillor Iain Angus Mac-
Donald said: ‘I am pretty angry. 
Even if this is down to staff sick-
ness we cannot rely on a single 

person to come and speak to us 
about a paper like this.

‘What we have here is a case of 
public service indifference.’

NHS Highland spokesman 
aid; ‘We have contacted the 
chairman of the area committee 
to apologise for the fact that an 
adequate explanation wasn’t 
made regarding the availability 
of a senior manager to attend 
the committee to provide a 
progress report on the action 
taken to establish the Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership.  

‘If any member of the commit-
tee has any concerns or queries, 
we would be more than happy to 
discuss these with them in more 
detail.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Man fi ned 
£10,000 for 
damage 
to car and 
home 
A 22-YEAR-OLD  fisherman 
must pay £5,000 compensation 
to his mother for smashing up 
her home and another £5,000 
to a friend for wrecking his 
car, and if he doesn’t pay up in 
time he will be sent to jail.

The car belonged to the 
owner of a local seafood 
business and was painted in a  
distinctive tartan design.

Neil MacGregor, of Room 11 
Shore Street Flats, Oban, had 
previously admitted stealing 
the car on November 2 last year 
from the Railway Pier, Oban, 
driving without insurance and 
a licence, driving without due 
care and attention, failing to 
co-operate with a breath test 
or giving information about 
the driver of a vehicle.

He had also admitted that  
on July 17 last year he had de-
stroyed or damaged property 
and contents at his mother’s 
home in Benderloch.

When in court on Monday, 
MacGregor disagreed with 
the amount of money the car 
was worth.

‘I am prepared to fine you 
£5,000 instead,’ said Sheriff 
Mungo Bovey QC.

Sentencing had been 
deferred for reports to be 
prepared on MacGregor, who 
had admitted he had a drink 
problem and was undergoing 
counselling.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said that in the case 
of MacGregor’s mother, she 
had returned home from a 
day’s work to be greeted by her 
son saying, ‘I smashed your 
****ing windows’.

The damage included win-
dows, window frames, doors, 
plaster board; toilets and 
kitchen tiles pulled off, and 
furniture damaged. Initial 
damage was  estimated at 
£8,000 and later revised to 
more than £4,000.

On the night MacGregor 
took his friend’s car, police 
saw him on foot, wearing a 
distinctive yellow hoodie and 
covered in mud. The officers 
stopped to speak to him.

‘He we ****ing go,’ he re-
plied.

‘He was less than co-opera-
tive with the police,’ said the 
fiscal.

Police found the car on 
Glencruitten Road,  the back 
road between Connel and 
Oban, off the road and badly 
damaged.

‘The car was written off,’ 
said the fiscal, who added 
that CCTV footage at a 
local petrol station showed 
MacGregor and the car, and 
he had a receipt for petrol in 
his possession.

MacGregor’s defence agent  
Laura McManus said that her 
client suffered from addiction 
issues with alcohol, from 
depression and often acted 
impulsively, but he was now 
addressing his problem.

‘He doesn’t accept the com-
ments he is said to have made 
to his mother,’ she said.

Sheriff Bovey made 
MacGregor the subject of a 
community payback order  
with supervision for three 
years, including counselling 
for his alcohol problems, as 
well as the total of £10,000 
compensation. 

This money must be paid at 
£2,500 every six months or he 
will face six months in jail. 

For the driving offences he 
was disqualified for two years 
and his licence endorsed.

‘The loss of your friend’s 
distinctive vehicle was more 
than a financial disadvantage,’ 
said the sheriff.

SHERIFF Mungo Bovey QC 
handed down a sentence of 
nine months on Monday to a 
man who took heroin into an 
Oban bar.

‘Your record of offences 
shows a combination of weap-
ons and dealing in drugs; a 
significant sentence is called 
for,’ he said.

Sean Michael Reilly, 22, of no 
fixed abode, had been released 
from prison on licence on July 
15 last year and he admitted 
that he had heroin with intent 
to supply.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said Reilly had gone 
into the Lorne Bar, Stevenson 
Street, but his behaviour had 
alerted staff who called the 
police. He had a carrier bag 
containing a Chinese take-
away meal with him and had 
taken this with him into the 
toilets. 

After 20 minutes staff went 
to check on him. He went 
back into the bar where there 

was a noticeable change in his 
demeanour. Police found the 
carrier bag in the toilets and 
nearby a small plastic container 
containing a black wrap with 
brown powder inside. Tests 
showed this to be heroin.

‘He was taken to Oban 
Police Station where it was 
discovered he possessed two 
mobile phones; one of these 
was ringing constantly with the 
name of a local drug user  who 
is well-known to local police,’ 
said the fiscal.

Police found seven grams of 
heroin. A gram is equivalent to 
six £10 bags of the drug.

Reilly’s defence agent Laura 
McManus said Reilly felt he 
had been released on  licence 
without support; he had also 
made the decision to stop tak-
ing prescribed anti-psychotic 
medicine. 

She asked for a non-custodial 
sentence so that Reilly could 
address the root of his prob-
lems.

WHEN arrested for causing 
a disturbance on Soroba 
Road, Oban, a 19-year-old 
man admitted to police: ‘I’m a 
****ing idiot.’

Dylan John Restrick of 
Room 3, Greenacre, Connel, 
admitted using threatening 
and abusive words and behav-
iour on August 22 last year 
when he appeared before the 
town’s sheriff court on Mon-
day.

‘I think his response when 
charged sums things up,’ said 
Restrick’s defence agent, 
Edward Thornton. ‘He was 
upfront about the fact that he 
had far too much to drink.’

Mr Thornton added that 
Restrick was now hopeful of 
getting full-time employment.

Sheriff Mungo Bovey QC 
fined Restrick £300, ‘having 
regard to your limited record 
and the circumstances’. 

A PUBLIC meeting has been organ-
ised to discuss how ferries serving 
the islands could be better operated.

The contract to run services to 
the Hebrides and Clyde expires in 
September and the current operator 
Caledonian MacBrayne is facing 
competition from Serco Caledonian 
Limited after the Scottish Gov-
ernment invited bidders to submit 
tenders last year. 

Scottish ministers will evaluate 
the two bids before awarding the 
contract in May. 

On hand to answer questions about 
the current tendering process at 
the Oban meeting will be Gordon 
Martin, regional organiser of the 
RMT, the National Union of Rail, 
Maritime and Transport Workers.

However, organiser Breege Smyth 

said the meeting would also look to 
future alternatives: ‘Due to EU law, 
our ferries have got caught up in a 
tendering process and this is a costly 
exercise,’ she explained. ‘I would like 
to see continuity and that money 
spent on improving services. 

‘The difficulty Scotland has is, 
because they [the ferries] are gov-
ernment funded, you have to have 
transparency. 

‘But it’s a lifeline service, so does 
that give us an exclusion clause? 
What are the options?’ 

Michael Russell, SNP MSP for 
Argyll and Bute, will also be at the 
meeting to answer any questions.

Anyone is welcome to the meeting, 
which begins at 8pm on Friday 
February 26 in the McCaig Suite at 
Oban’s Corran Halls.

SNAGGING at Stafford Street 
has still not been completed in 
spite of councillors demanding 
the outdoor recreation area 
was finished by the end of 2015.

Planting, seating and faulty 
lighting are holding up the 
completion of the pedestri-
anised area in the centre of 
Oban.

The project was officially 
launched in October, but the 
contract has never been fully 
signed off by council officers.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
chairman of Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee, told 
fellow members: ‘We need 
it finished, and we need it 
finished as quickly as possible. 
I am presuming we are not 
paying them until it is done?’

CHORD manager Andrew 
Collins, speaking at the area 
committee last Wednesday, 
said: ‘I hoped to get this closed 
off as soon as possible.

‘There is a problem with 
the lighting as so many of the 
LEDs have blown. We are try-
ing to get the electricians back 
into the area – but we have not 
got a date yet.

‘The planting was not fit for 
purpose, so they have been tak-
en out and new planting should 
happen soon.

‘Some temporary seating has 
been placed on the top section 
of the pedestrianised area and 
we are currently waiting for a 
quote from [the same] contrac-
tors to provide more seating in 
this area.’ 

THE TRANSFORMATION of the 
former Rockfield school into a culture 
hub for Oban and the surrounding area 
moved a step closer this week.

Architects from across Scotland 
responded to a call from the Oban 
Communities Trust (OCT) for a design 
team to support the next stages of the 
Rockfield Centre project.

The trust received more than 70 
responses, with 22 practices submitting 
plans for the building. These have been 
assessed and a shortlist of five teams 
were due to visit Rockfield this week.

The winning team will undertake a 
variety of studies to explore the options 
for the development of the buildings 
and site, resulting in a development 

masterplan and a phased programme of 
improvements. Conservation measures 
for the main B-listed building will also 
form part of the work.

Andrew Pinkerton, project manager 
for the Rockfeld Centre, said: ‘We are 
delighted to have received such a high 
level of quality submissions and have 
found it challenging to prepare a short-
list for interview. 

‘The fact that so many high calibre 
names within the architecture profes-
sion across Scotland want to be involved 
in developing Rockfield highlights the 
importance of the project and strength-
ens the trust’s resolve to give new life to 
this Oban landmark.’

The aim of the project is to establish 

the Rockfield Centre as a creative cul-
tural hub which will operate as a social 
enterprise celebrating arts, culture, 
history, heritage, enterprise and com-
munity well-being.

The building was constructed in 1877 
as a primary school at a cost of £3,890.

The current stage of the project is be-
ing supported with funding from High-
lands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
the Architectural Heritage Fund.

Ailsa Raeburn, head of community 
assets at HIE, said: ‘It is great to see 
the community’s vision for the centre 
making progress. We are delighted to 
be providing support for this stage of 
the project and look forward to seeing 
the plans by the appointed design team.’

Nine months for 
man caught with 
heroin in pub

Teenager fi ned £300 over 
threatening behaviour

Public meeting to discuss 
ferries’ future and tendering

Snagging holding up 
pedestrian area sign-off

Shortlist of Rockfi eld design 
teams to visit centre this week
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A COUPLE who live in a house 
that has been plagued with damp 
problems have decided to look 
for alternative accommodation, 
writes Louise Glen.

Vicky Cunliffe and partner 
Mark Reid are living in a prop-
erty at Aldersyde in Taynuilt 
and the couple had raised the 
problem with The Oban Times 
three weeks ago.

This week Vicky says she has 
had enough: ‘Personally I feel 
ashamed. If I was paying the 

mortgage here I would do what-
ever it took within my power to 
get this problem fixed.

‘But so far West Highland 
Housing Association (WHHA) 
has sent out someone to wipe off 
the damp and replace bits of the 
ceiling tiles. 

‘We need something more 
fundemental to happen to take 
the problem away.

‘It just does not feel like home.’
Mother-in-law Lynn Murdoch 

carried out a survey amongst her 

neighbours last month to find 
out if they had similar dampness 
problems in their WHHA-rent-
ed homes – 14 of them said they 
had similar problems.

Mrs Murdoch says she is also 
now looking for a new home due 
to damp issues.

Lesley McInnes, chief execu-
tive of WHHA, said previously 
that she was aware of the prob-
lem. 

She said: ‘We have been 
considering the problems that 

tenants in Aldersyde have been 
having. 

‘We are concerned about the 
level of damp in some of the 
homes. 

‘We have had staff out to look 
at the problems in individual 
homes and we are working with a 
surveyor and other professionals 
to consider the best way forward.

‘We also understand the con-
cerns about the heating costs 
and will be speaking to residents 
about the problem.’

Couple forced out of home by damp
Vicky Cuncli� e in her bathroom where damp is spreading. 

CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID 2016
EASTER SHORT COURSES 

01471 888240 
cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk  
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig san Eilean Sgitheanach a’ tabhann cothrom 
ionnsachaidh air leth agus roghainn farsaing de chùrsaichean goirid tro 
shaor-làithean na Càisg is an t-Samhraidh.  Airson liosta slàn, nach 
tadhail sibh air an làrach-lìn agus thigibh a chèilidh oirnn ann an 2016!

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on the beautiful Isle of Skye offers a unique learning experience 
and a great variety of 5-day Gaelic and Music courses during the Easter and 
Summer breaks.  For a full list of all courses, please visit our website and come and 
join us in 2016.

28/03 – 01/04/2016 04–08/04/2016  
Gàidhlig 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10                              

Cùrsa ùrachaidh do 
luchd-labhairt na Gàidhlig     

Beartas cainnt le Iain Urchadan

Gaelic levels 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10

Refresher course for Gaelic 
speakers with Alec MacDonald

Beartas cainnt with John Urquhart

Òrain Ghàidhlig le Christine Primrose    

Dannsa Ceum le Sophie Stephenson      

Gaelic song with Christine Primrose

Step dancing with Sophie Stephenson

Gàidhlig 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9                                
Gaelic 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9

Fidheall le Gabe McVarish                      
Fiddle with Gabe McVarish

Dealbhachadh Didseatach
Digital Photography 
with Cailean Maclean

Cùrsaichean Samhraidh cuideachd fosgailte an-dràsta!
Summer Courses also open for booking now! 

NOW REGISTERING 
NEW NHS PATIENTS
- 2 FREE check-ups Yearly
- Family Friendly Practice
- NHS & Private Braces
- Dental Implants

17 Lochside Street,
Oban, PA34 4HP
- opposite Tesco -

Tel: 01631562791
info@obandentalcare.co.uk

Specialist Orthodontist Now 
at Oban Dental Care

Dr M. Mustafa (Lek Stom Poznan 1997)  GDC: 105727, 
specialist in orthodontics is now seeing new patients at our practice. 

He will be providing NHS & Private Braces to both children and adults.

Before After

NOW REGISTERING 
NEW NHS PATIENTS
- 2 FREE check-ups Yearly
- Family Friendly Practice
- NHS & Private Braces
- Dental Implants

17 Lochside Street,
Oban, PA34 4HP
- opposite Tesco -

Tel: 01631562791
info@obandentalcare.co.uk

Specialist Orthodontist Now 
at Oban Dental Care

Dr M. Mustafa (Lek Stom Poznan 1997)  GDC: 105727, 
specialist in orthodontics is now seeing new patients at our practice. 

He will be providing NHS & Private Braces to both children and adults.

Before After

NOW REGISTERING 
NEW NHS PATIENTS
- 2 FREE check-ups Yearly
- Family Friendly Practice
- NHS & Private Braces
- Dental Implants

17 Lochside Street,
Oban, PA34 4HP
- opposite Tesco -

Tel: 01631562791
info@obandentalcare.co.uk

Specialist Orthodontist Now 
at Oban Dental Care

Dr M. Mustafa (Lek Stom Poznan 1997)  GDC: 105727, 
specialist in orthodontics is now seeing new patients at our practice. 

He will be providing NHS & Private Braces to both children and adults.

Before After



4 NEWS Thursday 18 February, 2016 – www.obantimes.co.uk

POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Alan Moore

                       FREE TWO DAY START UP COURSE

There's a lot to think about to develop your idea into a viable
venture, but you are not alone. We can help take you through
the key stages of the start-up process.

Business Gateway Highland is your gateway to expert local
business advice. Our advisers can help you with business
planning, business skills training and much more.

We are running a FREE 'Start Your Own Business' workshop on
Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th March at The West End Hotel,
Fort William.
 
For more information or to book a place, call 01397 874180 or
email: simon.purdon@highland-opportunity.com

 

Thinking about
starting a business?

The MacInnes family, right, were delighted to present a cheque 
for £12,000 to local cancer charities from the DMI Cancer Trust 

concert in 2014. 15_t23nonny1

All smiles as sleeper pulls into Oban
FOR the first time in 51 
years, the Caledonian Sleeper 
travelled from London to 
Oban, arriving in the town on 
Saturday morning (February 
13).

The service will run for the 
next two weekends and will 

serve as a trial to gauge inter-
est for the route. 

Councillors, the chairman of 
Bid4Oban and a piper greeted 
passengers as they came off 
the train.

Andrew Spence, chairman 
of Bid4Oban, said: ‘It’s 

absolutely fantastic. This is a 
test. It would be 2018 before 
anything can start on a per-
manent basis.’ 

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘This is a historic land-
mark for Oban. It’s the first 
sleeper to come here since the 

early Sixties. It’s great to see 
the Caledonian Sleeper here 
over the next three weekends.

‘I also believe it’s fully 
booked and we will be doing 
our utmost to try and bring 
the train here on a regular 
basis.’

Piper, Michael MacKinnon, 17, Hazel-Jane Hughes of ScotRail, Councillor Elaine Roberston, Andrew Spence, chairman of 
Bid4Oban and Councillor Roddy McCuish with the Caledonian Sleeper’s sta�  and driver. 15_t08sleeper01

A YOUNG Oban man who 
suffers from MS is preparing to 
jump 12,000 feet out of a plane 
for charity. 

Guy Forteith, 22, will make the 
daring leap on March 11.

When Guy was diagnosed 
with Relapsing Remitting MS 
at the age of 16, he allowed it 
to stop him from taking part in 
activities he would have done 
otherwise. 

Now, he has challenged him-
self and others who suffer from 
disabilities not to let their illness 
to get in the way of their goals. 

Guy said: ‘I want those who 
suffer from disabilities to realise 
that they are capable of making 
goals and achieving them…if I 
can do it, you can do it.

‘I kept putting things off be-
cause I have MS and I began to 
get fed up with myself because 
of it.  I’m doing the skydive to 
prove to myself and to others 
who suffer from disabilities that 
the only thing stopping you is 
yourself.

‘I’m really nervous about it, 
but this is one of the things I’ve 
always wanted to. And it’s also 
for a good cause.’

Guy will head to Durham, near 
Newcastle, to make the jump. So 
far, he has raised just over £300 
for the MS Society but is hoping 
to raise more through his Just 
Giving website page.

Anyone can donate to Guy’s 
skydive for MS Society on www.
justgiving.com/Guy-Forteith.

Sky’s the 
limit for 
brave Guy 

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

Calls for emergency 
BID4Oban meeting
THE RESIGNATION of three 
board members and a staff 
redundancy have led to two 
business owners calling for an 
emergency meeting about the 
future of BID4Oban.

But current BID4Oban board 
members say the AGM will take 
place in the next few months and 
at that point any concerns about 
the community company can be 
raised.

Two businesses owners, who 
did not want to be named, 
contacted The Oban Times and 
said questions needed to be 
answered on why ‘a high number 
of board members had left the 
company’.

‘It seems strange that there are 
so many changes and the board 
are not addressing them to their 
members,’ one business owner 
said.

While the other said: ‘While I 
accept that BID4Oban was like-
ly to go through changes over its 
first few years, there are con-
cerns that long-standing board 
members have resigned without 
explanation and one member of 
staff was made redundant after 
he seemed to be doing a great 
job for the town.’

When contacted by The Oban 
Times, current BID4Oban board 
members said the company was 
continuing to progress the busi-
ness plan approved by the levy 
payers, which, they said, was to 
ensure best value for those who 
paid the levy.

Chairman Andrew Spence 
and vice-chairman David 
MacGregor agreed that making 
a member of staff redundant 
was ‘not something anyone 
desired’, but said the business 
did not require two members of 
staff to administer a relatively 
‘small events budget’.

They also confirmed that three 
board members had resigned, 
but said the confidential reasons 
given to the board were not in 
connection with any particular 
problems in the company.

Mr Spence said: ‘While board 
members have resigned there is 
still the appropriate number of 
members on the board. 

‘There was a unanimous board 
decision to reduce the number 
of staff members in order to put 
more money into the running of 
events.

‘When we look back over the 
last three years of the company 
it is an incredible list of events 
and opportunities that we have 
enabled the community to 
achieve.

‘The number of events in town 
has increased and we have been 
encouraging people to play 
the largest part in taking them 
forward.

‘We have had input into the 

majority of events taking place 
[in the town] and we have 
supported as many as we can. 
By freeing up more financial 
support we can do even more.

‘We have also helped to 
advertise and promote these 
events through our leaflets, 
social media and ambassador 
programme.’

Mr Spence said the group had 
also been working on various 
committees within the town, 
including the cruise ship group 
that meets and greets every 
cruise ship that comes into the 
town, and encourages vessels to 
the port.

He said: ‘For levy payers, very 
little will change in terms of the 
delivery of the business plan. If 
anything, we can invest more 
money in the town.’

Mr MacGregor said a shop-
front improvement scheme had 
seen more than 30 business in 
the town benefit.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

THREE traditional Scottish 
bands are set to headline a 
charity concert this April, 
which is raising money to 
help beat cancer, writes David 
McPhee.

Mánran, Skipinnish and Trail 
West will be performing on 
April 9 from 7.30pm until late 
at the third annual We’ll Walk 
This Road Together concert, or-
ganised by DMI Cancer Trust.

The last two events have 
helped raise £28,000 for the 
fight against the disease, but 
Neil ‘Nonnie’ MacInnes, a 
founder of DMI Cancer Trust, 
wants to increase that figure to 
help as many people as possible 
suffering from the disease. 

Nonnie said: ‘My father died 
of cancer and he was cared for 
over in Barra by a retired Marie 
Curie nurse. After he passed 
away and because she had done 
something like that off her own 
back, we thought about organ-
ising a concert. 

‘Gary Innes had given us a 
Mánran CD and there was a 
song on there that made me 
think, “we’re going to do this”.’

One of the songs on the CD 
contained the lyrics ‘we’ll walk 
this road together’, which is 
where the name for the concert 
came from.

Nonnie continued: ‘We give 
50 per cent of the money raised 
to Marie Curie and 50 per cent 
to Cancer Research UK.

‘The Marie Curie money stays 
in the Highlands, so that mon-
ey makes an impact on this area 
because it’s used to help nurses 
in the area look after cancer 
patients. Where the money is 

going is really precious to us.
‘There were no Marie Curie 

nurses over there [Barra] when 
that happened to my father.

‘The care that the retired 
nurse showed is really some-
thing and for us to give some-
thing back is a small token.’

Tickets for the event can be 
bought at the Corran Halls, 
either in person or over the 
phone. There are also a limited 
number of VIP tickets, which 
can be secured by visiting Non-
nie in Coasters.

A raffle will also take place 
on the night with fantastic priz-
es, including a week’s holiday, 
two long weekend breaks, and 
a digital prize such as a flat 
screen television.

Nonnie said: ‘We’ve done our 
bit – it’s all set up and ready to 
go – now it’s up to people to 
show their support.

‘How much money we’re 
going to raise depends on how 
many people are going to buy 
the tickets.

‘What makes us so unique is 
that we pay for the whole thing 
through sponsorship so that 
every ticket sale is split between 
the charities.’

He added: ‘The vibe at the 
concert is brilliant; once the 
concert is over, Oban is buzz-
ing for weeks afterwards. The 
bands want to play because they 
know it’s a really good night. 

‘The crowd that comes to it 
is such a wide range. There’s 
young and old people, and it 
runs for four hours, but there’s 
not one person yet that has said 
to us that it’s too long because 
they get caught up in it all.’

Stage is set as Nonnie 
launches third charity 
concert at Coasters

Innovative surgical 
blankets to be tested
NHS Highlands and Islands 
staff are testing a prototype 
‘blanket’ that keeps patients 
warm during surgery and helps 
reduce their chances of infec-
tion after an operation. 

The Cozynorm has been 
specially designed to allow sur-
geons access to specific areas 
of the body while keeping the 
rest of the patient’s body warm 
– a crucial element in ensuring 
that patients avoid harmful 
post-operative complications. 

The blanket was created by 
NHS Highland sewing and 
laundry team as a result of the 
Scottish Patient Safety Pro-
gramme (SPSP). The SPSP has 
seen the health board’s staff 

identify and apply simple, con-
sistent steps that have helped to 
reduce infections and harm. 

NHS Highland’s SPSP man-
ager Maryanne Gillies said: 
‘We are testing it on a number 
of patients, measuring their 
temperature at every stage.

‘Because of the SPSP’s 
‘bundle’ mythology and mon-
itoring, we found that keeping 
people warm was another way 
of preventing infection. We 
measured their temperature 
and kept patients very warm 
with warming blankets in the 
half hour before they went to 
theatre. We also kept them 
warm in theatre, and back on 
the ward after the operation.’

MSP’s talk raises 
awareness of Argyll’s 
rare woodland plants
GLEN Nant Woods is under 
threat from invasive rhodo-
dendron, according to MSP 
Michael Russell.

Mr Russell was speaking at 
an event in Taynuilt village 
hall last Saturday (February 
13) which saw the opening of a 
new guided walk at the woods. 

The wood is situated within 
the west coast’s Atlantic 
Woodlands and is an interna-
tionally important habitat as 
one of Scotland’s rare natural 
gems. Otherwise known as 
the Celtic Rainforest, these 
mild temperate woodlands are 
rarer around the world than 
some tropical rainforests. 

One woodland in Knapdale, 
Argyll, supports 25 per cent 
of Britain’s entire mosses and 
liverworts.

On Saturday, the Taynuilt 
community was offered 
glimpses into the mysterious 
and magical woodland world 
and its inhabitants thanks 
to storyteller Claire Hewitt, 
who also played tunes on her 
clarsach.

Mr Russell said: ‘I admit to 
being increasingly aware of 

the rich variety of the lichens 
that are our heritage in 
Scotland, particularly in the 
Celtic rainforests, and I am 
increasingly concerned at the 
very real threats to them. 

‘This is the primary reason 
why I sought this debate – to 
draw attention to those 
threats, to inspire action 
from parliamentarians and 
Government, and to celebrate 
the work that is already being 
done to protect and conserve 
the lichens.’

Mr Russell has become a 
species champion for tree 
lungwort – a beautiful lichen 
that lives in the woodlands in 
and around Argyll. 

These woodlands are home 
to a wide range of rare plant 
species that grow nowhere 
else, including lichens such as 
Octopus suckers, Smokey Joe 
and Black-eyed Susan.

A typical ravine in Argyll 
can have as many as 200 spe-
cies of mosses and liverworts.  
These species have been 
growing for millennia in some 
of the Celtic rainforest’s most 
remote ravines. 

POLICE are appealing for witness-
es after a car roof was damaged in 
Cruachan Crescent, Dunollie, over-
night between February 9 and 
10, and a car was vandalised  on 
McKelvie Road, Oban, overnight 
between February 11 and 12.

A DIVER who got into di�  culties 
in the Sound of Kerrera was 
pronounced dead at the scene on 
Friday afternoon.

Emergency services were called 
when the 50-year-old man, who 
lived locally, failed to return to the 
surface. A search led to the dis-
covery of the man’s body. A joint 

investigation between the Health 
and Safety Executive and Police 
Scotland is currently taking place 
to determine what caused the 
incident. Police have not released 
the man’s name. 

TWO generators were stolen after 
a break-in at a storage container at 
Strone Hill near Dalmally.

The theft occurred between Feb-
ruary 11 and Monday February 15. 
Police are appealing for witnesses 
to contact them on 101 or via 
Oban police station.

A MAN was detained by police 

after he was suspected of gaining 
access on to a CalMac ferry in the 
early hours of Friday February 12.  
The 47-year-old was held under 
the Merchant Shipping Act after 
he was found on the vessel with-
out permission. A report has been 
made to the procurator � scal.

A 16-YEAR-OLD boy was arrested 
after he was suspected of carrying 
a large amount of cocaine, a class 
A drug.

The teen was charged with intent 
to supply after he was stopped 
in Connel on the afternoon of 
February 11. He was due to appear 
at Oban Sheri�  Court yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

Diving tragedy

Vandalism

Theft
Youth arrested

Detained

Chief job to be advertisedOban Express fears
OBAN Express owners Menzies Distribution 
said it wouldn’t comment on fears that it is plan-
ning a major overhaul of  operations in the Oban 
depot.

Staff have expressed concerns that there will 
be redundancies and a relocation of staff to Fort 
William and Lochgilphead in the coming months.

A spokesman for Menzies Distribution said: 
‘I’ve been able to reach our HR team and they 
have confirmed that while we are reviewing our 
operations in Oban, no conclusion has yet been 
reached and shared with our employees. 

‘In the event that any changes do emerge, our 
employees will be the first to know.’  

THE CHIEF Executive post at Argyll 
and Bute Council will be advertised over 
the coming weeks, a meeting of council-
lors agreed last week.

 The post carries a salary in excess of 
£100,000, 

An appointments committee of both 
administration and opposition elected 
members will oversee the search for the 
top council position.

The current post holder, Sally Loudon, 
right, has resigned and will take up the 
chief executive job at the Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA).
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Voluntary groups and events 
 10 per cent cut year-on-year to 
third sector grant funding
 Cut funding for events and 
festivals

Art and culture
 Cut funding for arts develop-
ment
 Provide reduced level of 
creative arts programmes in 
schools
 Increase fees for non-statutory 
music tuition, reduced to 44 per 
cent to accommodate inflation
 Instrumental instructor provi-
sion reduced by 20 per cent
 Phased recovery of costs for 
services to Cowal Games, in-
cluding temporary toilets, event 
support, litter collection, staffing 
etc
 Recover costs for event ban-
ners and other non-core council 
activities
 Offer Campbeltown Museum 
for community ownership

Libraries
 Reduce library management 
costs 
 Save £50,000 on mobile library 
service

Support services 
 Cut funding for domestic abuse 
outreach support
 Review advice services across 
Argyll and Bute while main-
taining a 25 per cent reduction 

IN A speech delivered to 
applause last Thursday (Feb-
ruary 11), Argyll and Bute 
Council leader Dick Walsh 
delivered his council’s budget, 
saying this was ‘a time of chal-
lenge and a time of change’.

He admitted many elected 
members in the chamber 
would have heard those words 
before.

This time, though, he 
claimed to be ‘rising above 
the challenge and delivering 
change’.

Speaking for almost 30 
minutes, Mr Walsh said he 
and his colleagues had been 
faced with  ‘unprecedented 
challenges’ in delivering a 
balanced budget. 

He said: ‘The past few weeks 
have seen the Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities 
and all Scottish councils 
striving together for clarity 
on a very challenging national 
local government settlement. 

‘This has been a time of 
uncertainty for councils 
who need to know the full 
facts about their funding to 
set budgets, make decisions 
and, most importantly, avoid 
sanctions. It has been a rapidly 
changing situation which has 
required swift reaction and 
response at every turn.’

Mr Walsh confirmed Argyll 
and Bute Council would 
deliver its biggest annual 
saving of £10 million but 
he said this would be done 
with minimal job losses and 
delivery of front-line services. 

Aiming to ‘secure the best 
possible outcome for the 
people of Argyll and Bute’, he 
said the council had rejected 
savings proposals to retain 102 
full-time jobs.

‘We will make as few savings 
as possible to achieve this, 
reducing the impact on jobs to 
around 80 – much less than the 
184 it could have been.’

Mr Walsh said: ‘We have had 
no choice but to make savings.

ARGYLL and Bute Council chose not to cut: subsidy payments 
to community swimming pools; school classroom assistants’ 
hours; school janitors’ hours and budgets; lunchtime school 
supervision staff; school technicians’ hours; adult learning 
availability; non-domestic rates relief for charities; out-of-hours 
property emergency line cover; community transport grant 
funding; debt counselling service support; hanging baskets; 
public toilet provision across Argyll and Bute and Christmas 
lights funding.

 sta�  overtime across all 
council services cut by 10 
per cent

 sta�  travel budgets 
cut by 20 per cent across 
all council services 

 � ve per cent cut to 
clerical assistants in 
schools

 school librarians no 
longer provided

 reduced support to 
elected member

‘These have been very 
carefully considered and 
underpinned by a set of key 
priorities – protecting core 
services as far as possible 
and safeguarding jobs to the 
greatest possible extent – 
saving more than 100 jobs and 
reducing the impact from 171 
down to around 80 this year.’

He said every single budget 
line had been explored for 
savings: ‘Wherever it is 
possible we have taken a 
lesser percentage of savings 
to ensure we can continue to 
deliver those core services 
which are so important to our 
communities. 

‘We have made choices which 
allow us to maintain certain 
levels of services rather than 
stopping altogether, because 
people have told us this 
matters to them and to life in 
Argyll and Bute. 

‘This one-year budget is an 
important step forward in 
delivering change. 

‘The past two years have 
been used to plan for today; 
the coming year will see this 
council working together 
on empowering local 
communities.’

Headline 
savings 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Where the axe will fall 
to achieve £10m savings 

in funding to advice agencies

Education
 Lollipop men and women: re-
move school crossing patrollers 
only in relation to lunchtime pa-
trols and where there is already 
an electronic crossing in place
 Special educational needs: 
cuts to staff cover for support 
assistants 
 Match resources to greatest 
assessed need
 Pupil support assistants to be 
matched to greatest assessed 
need – part reduction only. 
Equates to 111 fewer hours per 
year across 30 primary schools
 Remove attendance officer 
posts and use current processes 
and systems in place to manage 
attendance

 Nurseries: provide statutory 
duties only for children under 
five
 Budget levels reduced for pre-
five resources 
 Reduction in Early Years third 
sector grants and services 
 Only one per cent rise in pay-
ments to providers
 Physical education: provide 
reduced level of funding for PE 
facilities matched to priorities

 Janitorial services: janitorial 
cover availability reduced
 Repairs: school repairs and 
maintenance budgets reduced

Psychological services 
 Educational psychology budget 
reduced by seven per cent 

Communications
 Increase email and electronic 
transactions to save more on 
postage, printing and stationery
 More economical replacements 
for broadband circuits in offices 
and schools to match capacity 
and usage

Customer service 
 Change in opening hours for 
customer service points and 
promote alternatives to over the 
counter payments
 Tiree Service Point service 
provided through voluntary 
sector contract in line with Jura 
and Colonsay
 Develop in-house services for 
council tax ebilling/landlords 
portals in place of external 
contract
 Apply landlord penalties where 
applicable to help council tax 
collection
 Retrieve cost of administering 
double charge council tax from 
income raised

Catering re-design
 Long-term redesign of catering 
service 
 Build up and develop catering 
service for events and functions

Cleaning redesign
 Long-term redesign of cleaning 
service

Health and safety
 Redesign health and safety 
service including increased 
online support and prioritising 
high-risk service areas

Piers and harbours
 Increase pier and harbour 
berthing charges
 Remove subsidies to Tober-
mory Harbour Association on 
phased basis

Planning
 Introduce charges for pre-ap-
plication advice for major and 
locally significant planning 
applications, in line with other 
local authorities
 Reduce planning development 
management team with increase 
in time to register planning 
applications
 Remodel planning enforce-
ment team with increase in re-
sponse time to planning breach 
complaints
 Provide in-house solution for 
aerial photography currently 
sourced externally
 Introduce charges for develop-
ers/property owners for statutory 
street numbering in line with 
other local authorities

Burial charges
 Increase burial charges by 20 
per cent while costs still remain 
below average in nine compara-
tive council areas
 Cremation charges increase, 
limited to 14 per cent

Gardens and verges
 Rose and shrub beds to be 
returned to grass
 Hedges maintained in winter 
only with one cut per year
 Grass cutting carried out once 
in October/November with other 
areas returned to meadow/natu-
ral growth

Street sweeping
 Reduce the frequency of street 
sweeping 

Roads
 Prioritise dangerous main-
tenance of roads and amenity 
property to manage 25 per cent 
reduced resource
 Prioritise dangerous/urgent 
maintenance within depots to 
manage 25 per cent reduced 
resource

Car parking
 Increase car parking charges 
from 80p to £1
 Introduce charging to Mull car 
parks
 Introduce year-round charging 
at other car parks

Lighting
 Increase planned repairs to 
street lighting on an area basis,  
and reduce reactive repairs
 Use new lighting units which 
would reduce maintenance and 
energy costs

Rubbish collections
 Move to three-weekly general 
waste collection with new shift 
pattern to make better use of 
fewer vehicles 
 Fortnightly recycling collec-
tions retained using double shift 
patterns
 Islay move to three-weekly gen-
eral waste, bi-weekly co-mingled 
uplift by internal resource in line 
with other local areas

An ‘unprecedented’ challenge 
to balance the council budget

Departments not a� ected by cuts 

Have your say on the budget. 
Call 01631 568000 or email 

editor@obantimes.co.uk 

2016

For tickets call 0131 551 7936 or visit: www.scottishruralawards.org 

• Fizz reception  •  Three-course meal, including a half bottle of wine per person

• Network with inspirational businesses from across Scotland

ScottishField
®

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016  |  Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

The evening 
will be hosted by

FRED
MACAULAY

FREE LUXURY
GOODIE BAG 

FOR EVERY GUEST
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Outer Hebrides

MORVERN
lines

DUNBEG Primary School pupils will take part in Pyjama 
Day on Thursday (today) in support of a school trip.

Children will be asked to pay £1 and in return they will 
be able to go to school in their pyjamas.

All proceeds will go towards the primary seven’s 
outdoor week, where they will spend five days taking part 
in a series of activities at the National Activity Centre in 
Lochgoilhead, Argyll.

The pupils will be at the centre from Monday March 14 
to Friday March 18.

THE Harris Tweed Authority received a business Grant 
of Arms last Wednesday at a presentation ceremony in 
Edinburgh.

They were presented with the official Letters Patent by 
Lord Lyon King of Arms, Dr Joseph Morrow QC.

This honour gives the cloth complete protection against 
any unauthorised use.

This means that Harris Tweed, which is defined as cloth, 
hand woven only by the islanders of Lewis, Harris, Uist 
and Barra at their own homes, using pure virgin wool 
that has been dyed and spun in the Outer Hebrides of 
Scotland, is the only material in the world that can be 
presented as Harris Tweed and use the Orb Certification 
Mark.

Norman Macdonald, chairman of the Harris Tweed Au-
thority, said: ‘Being awarded a Grant of Arms is a historic 
milestone for Harris Tweed which has fought for decades 
to protect the sanctuary of the Harris Tweed cloth.

‘It’s the ultimate protection for our products which are 
known throughout the world for consistently high stand-
ards of quality and authenticity.

‘It’s an honour to receive the Grant of Arms from Lord 
Lyon himself and we are grateful to be able to ensure the 
security of our cloth and its heritage for generations to 
come.’

THE CENTENARY anniversary of the outbreak of the 
First World War has initiated a wave of commemorative 
activities in Argyll bringing with them many stories of 
friendships, camaraderie and coincidences. 

Elizabeth Wotherspoon, Lochaline, has an interesting 
story about her father, John Munro, a gamekeeper from 
Nairn, who enlisted as a piper with The Queen’s Own 
Cameron Highlanders shortly after the outbreak of war. 

Soon after landing in France he was ordered to the 
Front. On the way he met a kilted piper from the Black 
Watch coming back down the line en route home for 
some well-deserved leave. 

Not knowing if he would survive the carnage, John 
asked him if he would post a letter to his wife when he 
reached Scotland. ‘Of course, what is your name?’ ‘John 
Munro and yours? ‘John Scoular’ was the reply. The 
letter duly arrived and eventually both returned home 
unscathed.

When John Munro left his regiment at the end of the 
war he returned to game-keeping, this time at Corriev-
arkie, a lonely spot on the south shore of Loch Erricht.

From there he went to Rochiemurchus with his wife 
and family before going to Morvern in 1937, to take 
up the position of head keeper with Mr and Mrs Owen 
Hugh Smith, who had bought Ardtornish Estate seven 
years earlier. 

Not long after he arrived in Morvern, John happened 
to hear there was someone living in nearby Lochaline 
called John Scoular. Wondering if this was the man 
whom he had met quite by chance in France, John went 
in search of him and was delighted to find that it was 
and to be able to thank him in person for delivering his 
precious letter. 

The pair, amazed at the coincidence, struck up a 
friendship which carries on to this day between John 
Munro’s daughter Elizabeth and John Scoular’s son 
Alistair who, for many years, was the highly esteemed 
Oban Times correspondent for Morvern.

A CADET sergeant with 
the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) Air Cadets at the 
Isle of Lewis squadron was 
one of two people asked 
to represent the Highland 
Wing at a special anniver-
sary in London.

Robert Morrison joined 
cadet warrant officer Dan-
iel Davidson, from Elgin 
squadron, and squadron 
leader Liz McLachlan 
RAFVR(T) to commem-
orate the 75th anniversary 
of the formation of the Air 
Training Corps (ATC).

Cadets and staff from 
throughout the UK 
attended the service at St 
Clement Danes Church. 

Marking the event with 
her first official engage-
ment as honorary air com-
mandant of the air cadets 
was HRH Catherine the 
Duchess of Cambridge, 
who took over the role of 
royal patron from HRH 
The Duke of Edinburgh in 
December last year. 

Also present along with 
many other dignitaries was 
honorary group captain 

Ballachulish Primary School pupils enjoyed their new health initiative Fit ‘n ‘ Fruity Friday. Lorna MacAskill from Highland 
Hustle also went in to get the whole school dancing and exercising.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar chiefs have met with 
Loganair representatives to put forward concerns of the 
community and discuss challenges facing the airline.

A council spokesman said: ‘We very much welcomed 
the opportunity to meet with senior representatives from 
the airline in what was an open and frank discussion of 
the challenges facing them.

‘We were given a very clear and honest explanation as to 
why they think their performance in terms of reliability 
and punctuality has dropped in the last several months 
and, perhaps more importantly, what the airline is doing 
as part of a structured programme of improvements to 
recover from this.’

Councillor John Mackay, chairman of the comhairle’s 
transportation and infrastructure committee, said: ‘We 
do now have greater assurances after our meeting that 
the airline has a better appreciation of the concerns of the 
community and that it is taking the need for significant 
improvement as a key priority going forward. 

‘In addition to addressing issues associated with 
reliability and punctuality, we raised our concerns 
associated with the high cost of airfares and with the 
need for improving communications with customers 
when disruption occurs.’

He added: ‘We are encouraged that the airline is 
seeking to re-establish what was previously a generally 
very positive and productive working relationship with 
the comhairle and look forward to similar meetings on a 
more regular basis with the airline in the future.’ 

FIVE members of the SWI went along to Arisaig Land 
Sea and Island Centre where Henrik Chart gave a talk 
on artefacts and houses in the area associated with the 
training of soldiers for SAS and SOE. Afterwards, mem-
bers enjoyed a quiz, followed by tea made by Nicki Parish. 

The raffle was won by Eleanor Read. The next meeting 
is on March 3. Everyone is welcome.

A GENEROUS business 
came to the rescue of 
Ardgour primary after its 
shed roof was damaged 
during the recent storm 
Henry.

Pupils and staff would 
like to thank Travis Per-
kins in Fort William for 
donating a roll of felt to 
repair the surviving shed 
roof. Unfortunately, the 
other shed was demol-
ished.

The school also thanked 
Dugie MacDonald (pic-
tured with the children), 
who collected the felt and 
is repairing the roof.

REPORTS of many whales stranded on beaches around 
Scotland have appeared in the media recently.  

Marine scientists believe their deaths may have been 
caused by high levels of mercury and other toxics in their 
brains leading to a loss of orientation. Others blame 
high pitched sonic signalling between submarines. 

Whales have held a fascination for years, perhaps on 
account of their size, their Biblical connection or simply 
because they are hardly ever seen completely out of the 
water. 

The Sound of Mull used to be a favourite haunt. In 
1903 when the steamer Fingal - number two of four of 
that name - was travelling between the island of Coll 
and Kilchoan, near the entrance to Loch Sunart, it 
encountered what was said to be one of the bottlenose 
variety. 

According to an eye witness account, the helmsman 
saw it coming straight towards the vessel at high speed 
but as it never occurred to him that it would come near 
the boat he neither slowed down or took evasive action. 
To his surprise it struck midships with such force that it 
caused the steamer to shiver from bow to stern to such 
an extent that the passengers rushed on deck to see what 
had happened. The whale was not seen after the colli-
sion and was thought to have been killed by the shock. 

In June 1935, a Mr Nelson, attendant keeper of the 
Eilean Musdile Lighthouse off the southern end of 
Lismore, reported seeing an unusually large creature, 
unlike a shark or a whale, about 40 feet in length, pass-
ing near the lighthouse in the direction of the Sound of 
Mull. 

Mr Nelson and the other attendants and their families 
watched this strange creature moving on the surface for 
some distance until it submerged.

On a Saturday in April three years later, passengers 
and crews of a number of ships passing through the 
Sound of Mull reported seeing a large school of whales 
which, according to one spectator aboard the Lochinvar, 
amounted to about 100. 

A similar number, perhaps the same pod, was still in 
the neighbourhood in late August when Captain Allan 
MacDonald of the Lochinvar, reported the area between 
the Grey Rocks and Duart Point as being alive with 
whales, herring and birds. That year whales were also 
seen in the Firth of Lorne.

A FEW weeks ago I said in these columns that there 
was no longer a settlement in Scotland called New York. 

I was mistaken. Argyll historian and author, Mary, 
Lady McGrigor of Sonachan, Loch Aweside, tells me 
that there is a place called New York - sometimes shown 
as Newyork - on the north side of Loch Awe just west of 
Dalavich and opposite Portinnissherich. 

It obviously takes its name from the 18th century York 
Buildings Company which was at Strontian. It must 
have bought the loch side lands forfeited after the 1715 
Jacobite Rising but what its interest was I have no idea.  

An important ferry, which formed a vital link in the 
drove road system for centuries, used to connect the 
two places and it is supposedly where Alastair MacCola 
crossed the loch in 1645 on his way to attack Montrose 
at Inveraray. It stopped running regularly in 1909.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Piper John Munro of the Queen’s Own Cameron 
Highlanders.

Dunbeg

Morar

Dr Joseph Morrow QC and Norman Macdonald with the 
patent. 

Harris

A SUPPORT group in Lochgilphead, 
which helps parents who have lost a child, 
is set to open this month.

The SIMBA group will have its first 
meeting on Thursday February 25 from 
7.30pm until 9.30pm at the Argyll Inn.

It is open to all those who are suf-
fering from bereavement due to the 
loss of a baby at any stage of preg-
nancy or close to the time of birth.

This group is facilitated by Tracey France 
and Kirsty Taylor, who are inviting those 
affected to come along for a chat and a 
coffee or tea in a relaxed setting and 
welcome them to bring along any photos 
or memory items they may have.

The full address for the location of the 
meeting is The Argyll Inn, 69 Lochnell 
Street, Lochgilphead. 

For more information, contact Tracy 
on 07920032398 or email the Highland 
ambassador simbahighland@gmail.com.

Lochgilphead

Ballachulish primary pupils keep on the move

Squadron leader Liz McLachlan, group captain Jim Laggat, regional commandant 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, cadet sergeant Robert Morrison and cadet warrant 

o�  cer Daniel Davidson. 

Carol Vorderman, who is 
an air cadet ambassador to 
the organisation and dur-
ing the day’s celebrations 
chatted with cadet ser-
geant Morrison and cadet 
warrant officer Davidson. 

Squadron leader McLa-
chlan said: ‘Robert and 
Daniel were selected to 

travel to London and rep-
resent all the cadets from 
across Highland Wing for 
this prestigious occasion.  

‘Seeing the duchess and 
chatting to group captain 
Vorderman was fantastic 
experience which they will 
never forget.’

There are many activities 

organised throughout 
2016 to celebrate the 
milestone in the history of 
the air cadet organisation, 
including many that will 
impact on the Highland 
Wing as an area. There 
will be a squadron sports 
challenge and the start of 
the ATC 75 Baton Relay.

Isle of Lewis

Fort fi rm helps school fi x storm-damaged roof
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Celebrating our lighthouse 
heritage in glorious colour
WHEN someone cares passion-
ately it always shows and Ian 
Cowe’s passion for lighthouses 
shines out of the pages of his 
book, Scottish and Manx Light-
houses, A photographic journey 
in the footsteps of the Stevensons.

But then his photographs and 
writing are celebrating the pas-
sion that drove the Stevensons, 
at the cutting-edge of technol-
ogy a century-and-a-half-ago, 
as they created masterpieces of 
engineering in some of the most 
remote and inhospitable places 
in the land.

And the book is published by 
another passionate bunch of 
people, The Northern Light-
house Heritage Trust, dedicated 
to preserving and promoting 
awareness of Scotland’s light-
house heritage; proceeds from 
the sale go to help fund the 
trust’s work.

The result is a book which lives 
up to its publicity hype of an 
‘unmatched compilation of glo-
rious photographs of Scotland’s 
marvellous lighthouse heritage’.

People cannot help but smile 
when they see a lighthouse; there 
is nothing bad about them.

Their sole purpose is to save 
lives and help prosperity, by defi-
nition they are most often found 
in difficult and inhospitable 
locations so their very existence 
celebrates the use of all human 
ingenuity and power for good.

The late Kurt Vonnegut said 
the best symbol of man’s human-

ity to man was a fire engine; he 
could have added lighthouses.

Perhaps that explains why 
there are so many books, prints, 
posters, paintings and any kind 
of nick-nack on sale. The very 
design of a lighthouse, tall, 
elegant, strong and their magnif-
icent locations makes it difficult 
to take a bad photograph of a 
lighthouse but it also means that 
the market is flooded with things 
are that routinely, averagely 
good; worthy but dull.

That is why Ian Cowe’s book is 
so welcome; because it is very, 

very good and what makes it so 
good is all that passion.

The son and grandson of 
trawlermen, Ian grew up with 
lighthouses and has, he writes, 
happy memories of pestering 
his parents to take him to see 
them. He began with the idea of 
photographing the more famous 
lighthouses, but this blossomed 
into a mission to photograph all 
the Stevenson lights.

So began a seven-year labour 
of love, by foot, car, boat, plane 
and helicopter from his Aber-
deenshire home as Ian visited 

them all, helped by the Northern 
Lighthouse Board to reach 
remote lights usually only visited 
by its staff or contractors.

Where this book triumphs 
over many other photographic 
studies of lighthouses is that 
Ian is himself an engineer and 
now senior lecturer, at Robert 
Gordon University, Aberdeen, 
leading petroleum production 
courses. This informs his work 
and his photography goes to 
the heart of the matter, not just 
pretty pictures of lighthouses. 

He is a photographer who can 

show what is needed to appreci-
ate how a lighthouse works, the 
skill involved in its creation and 
then bathe it all in the glorious 
light found off the Scottish coast 
and the often over-looked Manx 
lighthouses.

It  is also a perfectly balanced, 
generous, book which acknowl-
edges that other authors have 
gone before and gives  thorough 
information about the lighthous-
es, the Stevenson family and the 
Northern Lighthouse Board, 
with a look at its work today. It 
also shares a reading list and 
places to visit and websites to 
browse. Ian Cowe wants his 
readers to become as passionate 
about lighthouses as he is.

Scotland has Munro baggers 
and birdwatching twitchers. 
Now is the time for lighthouse 
bagging to be given the national 
recognition it deserves. 

The forward to the book 
is written by one such ‘light 
bagger’, HRH Princess Royal, 
Patron of the board since 1993, 
who congratulates Ian: ‘Ian 
Cowe’s journey around our 
coast, capturing the great lights 
built by the Stevenson engineers 
shows a real dedication.’

 Scottish and Manx Light-
houses, A photographic journey 
in the footsteps of the Steven-
sons, Ian Cowe, Whittles Pub-
lishing, in association with the 
Northern Lighthouse Heritage 
Trust. ISBN 978-09567029-1-7. 
Softback £20.

Cloch lighthouse, above left, is situated on the coast of the Firth of Clyde; Holy Island outer lighthouse, above right. All photographs: Ian Cowe

THE START of 2016 has 
been memorable for Ian Cowe; 
the launch of his book on the 
Stevenson lighthouses and the 
arrival of a second baby. 

In the seven years that Ian 
worked on the book, he mar-
ried, became a father and this 
month a second baby arrived. 

This week, from his home at 
Balmedie, he told The Oban 
Times: ‘I tell my wife we’re going 
to start on the lighthouses of 
England and Wales, but right 
now, I don’t think so.  

‘I started before I was married; 
I probably had more spare time. 
I’d looked at the weather, and go 
away for a couple of days. A lot 
of my work is flexible. I’d work it 
in like that.’ 

The logistics of photographing 
all the Stevenson lights involved 
lengthy car travel, sometimes 
follow by a walk;  with ferries 
added in for the island  ones.

For quite a few there are reg-
ular boat trips in the summer 
– for locations such as the Isle of 
May and Ailsa Craig. 

‘A friend with a boat in the 
Firth of Forth also proved a 

great help. Though I had to 
charter a boat to a couple of 
them,’ said Ian. 

When it came to the more 
remote ‘rock’ lighthouses the 
Northern Lighthouse Board 
helped with passages on NLV 
Pharos and hitching a  ride on a 
helicopter along with engineers. 

‘In the helicopter, it is inter-
esting to get a different vantage 
point of the sea and the sky 
– you can see why there were 
shipwrecks.

‘The Northern Lighthouse 
Board was a big help,’ said Ian.  

Ian’s work can also be seen  
in the Northern Lighthouse 
Board’s calendar, and his 
photographs were featured in 
Shining Lights, an exhibition at 
National Museum of Scotland.

And Ian will be giving an in-
formal series of talks in venues 
such as the Bell Rock Signal 
Tower, Arbroath, another at 
the Mull of Galloway and at 
Isle of May, with more dates to 
come. 

To see more of Ian’s work go 
online and visit /www.flickr.
com/photos/iancowe/ 

A COUPLE from Taynuilt are both through to 
a national final for catering after being crowned 
regional winners in separate categories. 

Megan Judson, 18, and Ross Harris 20, who both 
work at Taynuilt Hotel, have been crowned winners 
of the regional Scottish Hotel Awards and are 
through to the national finals, which will take place 
in Edinburgh on April 26.

Miss Judson was awarded food and beverage 
individual of the year for Argyll and Lomond and 
Ross was crowned sous chef of the year for the same 
region.

Mr Harris said: ‘We have six members of staff, but 
we’re a close-knit team. We all work together and 
we’ve worked really hard to get the awards. It’s good 
fun, but hard work. When I found out I had won, I 
could not believe it. I was so happy and then I found 
out Megan had also won, so I was even happier – 
we’re a couple. We’re trying to promote good food, 
good service and good drink. We’re all passionate 
about it. That’s what drives us all.’

Miss Judson said: ‘It [finding out she had won] was 
weird, just because I am so young, when you think of 
the amount of people that went for it. It’s excellent 
though.’

The award ceremony will take place at the Sheraton 
Grand Hotel & Spa, hosted by Arlene Stuart from 
Forth One’s Breakfast Show.

Shedding some light on 
the man behind the book

Young Taynuilt duo 
in hotel award fi nals

Author Ian Cowe’s interest in lighthouses began as a young boy. 
He is now a senior lecturer at Robert Gordon University.

Hyskeir lighthouse marks the southern end of the Minch. 

Ross Harriss and Megan Judon are through to the 
national � nal. 15_t08taynuiltchefs01
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Coming up with an idea for a busi-
ness is one thing; turning it into a 
viable way to make a living is quite 
another.

Hundreds of people have walked 
through Business Gateway’s doors 
worried their idea might not work 
but with the right support and 
knowledge they leave ready to 
become their own boss.

Whatever your business idea 
the team of advisers at Business 
Gateway Argyll and Bute have the 
experience to help you get it o�  the 
ground.

At your � rst meeting you’ll be 
teamed with an adviser whose 
knowledge and networks will 
match your needs. They’ll be with 
you throughout the whole journey 
asking the challenging questions 
and helping you � nd the answers. 
They’ll work with you to mould 
your idea into a viable business and 
give you all the information you 
need to succeed.

Once your adviser has identi� ed 
exactly what help you need, they’ll 
give you one-to-one advice and 
highlight which of the fully funded 
workshop you should attend.

From general awareness sessions 
to more in-depth seminars on so-
cial media, marketing and � nance, 
these free courses give you an 
intensive burst of information that 
can be implemented right away. 

Business Gateway can’t give you 
funding, but they can direct you 
to the most relevant private and 
public schemes that you would 
bene� t from. 

A business plan plays a big part 

TAKING YOU STEP BY 
STEP INTO BUSINESS

when seeking � nancial assistance – it 
also provides you with a road map to 
establish and grow your enterprise, 
so alongside the business plan 
workshop, your adviser will give you 
a document that showcases your 
potential and keeps you on track.

Once you’re up and running the help 
doesn’t stop. Whether you go back to 
Business Gateway in six-months or a 
year, they are still there for you.

Sam Ford, Business Gateway Argyll 
and Bute said: “Business Gateway Ar-
gyll and Bute is a huge free resource 
that is available to businesses no 
matter what stage of development 
they are in.”

To � nd out how Business Gateway 
can help you call 01546 604555 or visit 
www.bgateway.com/argyll-and-bute 

A life you will love
Kirsty Lauder - Independent Arbonne Consultant 
Tel: 07908 931 622
www.facebook.com/KirstyLauder5

A pure, safe benefi cial future
Niki Currie - Independent Arbonne Consultant 
Tel: 07876 535186
htt p://nikicurrie.arbonneinternati onal.co.uk

We are all familiar with traditional CCTV cameras, 
frequently used to monitor shops, un- manned 
yards or perhaps behind the till in a busy bar. 
Grainy images on � ickering screens recorded 
onto video tape. When it comes to looking at the 
recorded image it is either viewed in real time or 
fast forwarded and paused which is a slow and 
error prone process.

Computers and the internet have changed 
all that. Rather than recording images an IP 
(Internet Protocol) Camera collects and stores 
data. And when it comes to looking at data 
computers can take over the role of viewer very 
e� ectively.  With the appropriate software your 
data can be analysed and searched very quickly 
and e�  ciently in ways just not possible with 
videotape.

For instance you could point an IP camera at 
the entrance to your shop and search the record-
ed data to � nd out the most popular colour of 
coat being worn.  Or perhaps you want to check 
on whether customers are stopping at a newly 
installed merchandising stand. Your software 
can analyse movement (or the lack of it) without 
you having to resort to watching a tape. 

With face recognition software it is quite 

possible to set up a camera and computer 
which checks faces against a database. And if 
the database contains information about the 
likes and dislikes of the owner of the face then 
it is perfectly possible to instantly send an 
advertising image to a digital screen in view of 
that customer, or to alert the shop manager that 
a big spender is at the door! There are big brother 
overtones here but the technology exists and 
just as with social media the desire for targeted 
advertising is overwhelming.   

IP Cameras are linked to a computer server for 
storage and the same wire that sends the data 
back provides the power for the camera (referred 
to as Power Over Ethernet) making for a very cost 
e� ective installation. The camera units them-
selves have no moving parts and are relatively 
robust and low cost. These units are typically 
smaller and more discreet than traditional cam-
eras, look out for little black domes on ceilings 
and walls next time you visit an airport, or even 
a pub. At the viewing end the IP images from as 
many as 16 cameras can be accommodated in 
panes on a single computer screen. A mouse click 
brings any image to full screen size making for a 
very e�  cient installation.

Clever CCTV for smarter business. 

Technology Matters
with John Orr

• COMPUTER SUPPORT & ADVICE
• PUBLIC WIFI
• CCTV
• CYBER SECURITY
• VOIP TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

Call 01369 706656    Email John@bc-group.co.uk
w w w. b c - t e c h n o l o g i e s . c o . u k

O B A N  |  F O R T  W I L L I A M  |  D U N O O N

I T  S o l u t i o n s  f o r  B u s i n e s s

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

NETWORK MARKETING 
BUSINESSES
Are you a born leader? Are 
you a self-starter looking 
for � exible part-time in-
come? Network marketing, 
some say, is becoming the 
wave of the future. Compa-
nies such as Arbonne and 
Stella & Dot give budding 
entrepreneurs the chance 
to be their own bosses and 
earn extra income at their 
own pace. 
Network marketing is a bit 
like running a franchise. 
It works by distributors 
sponsoring others (their 
team members) and 
providing support in any 
way they can. Companies 
pay their distributors for 
work done by other team 
members, so your income 
can increase even if your 
hours don’t. There is usu-
ally an upfront investment 

for the purchase of a 
sample kit, and then you 
can sell directly to friends, 
family and personal con-
tacts. Because you need 
to be an active recruiter 
and provide support to 
your network members, 
it de� nitely helps to be a 
people person! However, 
you don’t necessarily need 
a business background, 
because you will receive 
training.
There are several advantag-
es to network marketing:

• Flexibility
Network marketing gives 
you the freedom that no 
traditional job can. You can 
work from virtually any-
where you have a computer 
and a phone. (This makes 
it particularly attractive for 
mums with young children, 
so they can avoid the ex-
pense of day care.)

• Support
When you partner with 
a network marketing 
company, you don’t have 
to worry about manufac-
turing your own products, 
creating your own mar-
keting materials or � nding 
training- this is all included.

• Job security
In addition to controlling 
when, where and how 
much you work, the good 
news is, you can never be 
laid o� ! 

• Variety
There are an increasingly 
large selection of oppor-
tunities from which to 
choose, so everyone can 
� nd a network marketing 
company that suits their 
interests and skills. 

• Self-improvement
Network marketing allows 
you develop self-con� -
dence and other skills as you 
develop professionally. 

• Meeting new people
Because network mar-
keting is based upon the 
success of others in your 
network, you will develop 
lasting friendships and re-
lationships that you might 
not otherwise. 

ARBONNE 
Founded in Switzerland in 
1975, Arbonne International, 
LLC, o� ers personal care 
and wellness products craft-
ed with premium botanical 
ingredients and innovative 
scienti� c discovery. Ar-
bonne’s products are based 
on botanical principles and 
are distributed throughout 
the world by their network 
of independent consultants. 
Kirsty Lauder, Arbonne 
Independent Consultant
Dunoon native Kirsty 
Lauder, 39, has been an 
Independent Consultant 
with Arbonne since August 
2015, and after just a few 

months was promoted 
to District Manager. This 
mother of three owns a 
beauty salon, so joining a 
cosmetics company was 
only natural. Just as Kirsty 
was thinking about devel-
oping her own cosmetics 
line, she met an Arbonne 
representative and the 
rest, as they say, is history. 
According to Kirsty, 
Arbonne and the ladies in 
her network provide all the 
backing that she needs to 
make her business success-
ful. ‘It’s a lot of fun and I’ve 
met loads of people. A lot 
of the girls in my network 
look to me because I run 
a business, but you don’t 
need a business or beauty 
background. Everyone at 
Arbonne wants you do 
well, so you get a lot of 
support. We are continu-
ally training, and they are 
sending me to Las Vegas 
in April.’
 ‘A lot of people think 
they don’t have time,’ 
Kirsty said. ‘I gave up 
EastEnders and found I 
was able to � nd the time. 
But, it’s important to not 
let business interfere with 
your family time. Just be in 
the moment. Visit Kirsty’s 
Facebook page at face-
book.com/KirstyLauder5.

Niki Currie, Arbonne 
Independent Consultant 
Niki Currie, 32, from Oban, 
has been an Independent 
Consultant with Arbonne 
for three years, following in 
the footsteps of her former 
boss, Jan Ferguson, who 
used to run a successful 
business in Oban before 
selling it to run her network 
marketing business, which 
now supports her lifestyle 
with much more � exibility. 
Niki is a Make-up Artist and 
Stylist and runs workshops 
and demonstrations to 
educate and advise on 
beauty and skincare.
‘The biggest thing that at-
tracted me was the safety 
of the products- they don’t 
contain parabens and 
other chemicals. But they 
also give you a really good 
� nish,’ Niki said.
For Niki, the freedom from 
a 9 to 5 job is just one 
advantage to her Arbonne 
business. ‘I don’t have to 
go to the same place every 
day. And I’ve been able to 
travel, meet new people 
and get lots of great train-
ing. Each day is new and 
exciting.
‘I am looking forward to 
going to my � rst global 
conference in Las Vegas 
where I will be connecting 

with all the other consult-
ants from USA Canada, 
Australia and Poland.
‘It’s a great company to 
work with, � exible and fun 
and I look forward to many 
more years.’ 
Visit Niki’s website at niki-
currie.arbonne.com.

STELLA & DOT 
Named one of Inc. 500’s 
‘Fastest Growing Compa-
nies,’ Stella & Dot is a social 
selling company based in 
San Francisco that creates 
� exible entrepreneurial 
opportunities for women 
with boutique-style 
jewellery and accessories 
available through in-home 
Trunk Shows by Independ-
ent Stylists. 
Jo Markwick, 40, of 
Dunoon, is an Independ-
ent Stylist with Stella & 
Dot. This mother of one 
has a background in retail, 
design and jewellery, and 
� rst found out about the 
company three years ago 
when she read a magazine 
article. ‘It was the � exibility 
that it o� ered that attract-
ed me, the fact that I could 
choose my own hours. My 
husband is in the military, 
and even though we have 

HAVING your own business is not a job but a way 
of life. Being your own boss is—more often than 
not—a di�  cult task. Often you have to invest a 
great deal of time, energy and money, especially 
in the beginning. Plans need to be drawn. Some-
times a business loan is necessary. 

For many people, being self-employed is their 
ultimate professional goal because not only are 
they in charge of their own destiny, but they are 
part of a company they truly believe in. So even 
though there are a number of initial hurdles to 
get over, there are also several advantages of 
being self-employed that make all the trials and 
tribulations worth it. For example, you can make 
your own schedule. Under the right circumstanc-
es, you are privy to certain tax deductions. And 
you have control over everything that goes on at 
your company.

If you dream of being your own boss, peruse our 
guide and learn how you can make your passion 
your pay cheque! 

Kirsty Lauder
Arbonne Independent 

Consultant

Niki Currie 
Arbonne Independent 

Consultant

to move because of his job, 
I have been able to take my 
business with me.’
Working with Stella & Dot 
has given Jo opportunities 
to do what she loves and 
work with people who 
have become her friends. 
‘It opens up the chance to 
meet new people. When 
you are growing a team, 
you become quite close. 
Everyone is very support-
ive, and I love to see the 
members of the team 
grow in con� dence and 
earnings. My customers 
love the personal service, 
and the social aspect of the 
trunk shows is lovely, a real 
sensory experience.’
Jo points out that stylists 
don’t need a background 
in sales or jewellery, and 
while this is her only source 
of income, she added that 
about 75% of the company’s 
stylists have another job. 
‘You can do it as a hobby- 
there are no targets other 
than the ones you set for 
yourself. It allows me, as a 
mom, to have the best of 
both worlds, where I can 
take time for my son when I 
need to. For me, this is it.’
Visit Jo’s website at 
stelladot.co.uk/jomarkwick.
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STAG GARAGE LTDSTAG GARAGE LTD

24 BREAKDOWN AND 
RECOVERY SERVICE

Throughout Argyll

Call: 01546 602 100 (24hrs) 

www.staggarage.co.uk  Lorne Street, Lochgilphead

Wheel come to you

TIMESLINE

A CREATIVE young designer has come up 
with a stunning gown made out of 1,000 crisp 
packets – but there is nothing rubbish about it.

Alison Macrae won the enterprise award in 
the Junk Kouture competition after a success-
ful campaign for public votes.

The Plockton high school pupil sailed into the 
final after achieving the most votes online.

Alison was one of 82 talented designers from 
across Scotland who strutted their stuff on 
the  catwalk at Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall, 
showcasing their incredible couture designs 
made only from rubbish.

The rainbow-coloured dress amazed judges 
with its elegant style and bright colours. Alison 
said: ‘I was so thrilled with how it turned out.’

Alison’s teacher, Lynn McLaughlin, was de-
lighted with the response from both the public 
and the judges, and hopes this will inspire 
future generations of students. 

Crisp packets were the main focus of the 
dress which featured a variety of snack brands 
and was adorned with broken jewellery and old 
CDs. 

Now in its second year, Junk Kouture was cre-
ated to give budding designers the opportunity 
to hone their skills and showcase their talents 
on a national platform. 

The winners of six categories were selected 
by a panel of industry experts including Jimmy 
Stephen Cran from Glasgow School of Art and 
talent judge Louis Walsh.

Alison Macrae with Cat Cubie, presenter and columnist, and Jimmy Stephen Cran.

Huge increase 
in number of 
drivers caught 
speeding

IT WAS a poignant occasion 
when people came together 
for the 324th Glencoe Massacre 
ceremony on Saturday.

A church service was followed 
by a march from Bridge of Coe 
for the ceremony.

The Reverend Simon McKen-
zie, from Lochgilpead, o�  ciat-
ed, with wreaths being laid by 
various organisations. 

Ros MacDonald of the Glen-
coe Heritage Trust laid a wreath 
in memory of the late Robert 
Chessman of California, mem-
ber of the Clan Donald Associ-
ation.  The event is organised 
by The Glencoe Heritage Trust, 
Clan Donald Highlands and 
Islands and St Mary’s Church.

Poignant service 
marks massacre

Ros MacDonald was among 
those paying their respects. 

Photograph: Johnpaul Peebles, 
Abrightside Photography

Weather hampers 
mountain search Alison bags enterprise award 

THE GROUP which runs 
Mallaig and District Swim-
ming Pool has urged council 
chiefs not to cut its funding 
when it meets next week to 
try and make £37.9 million of 
budget savings.

The board of trustees is wor-
ried that history could repeat 
itself and the pool could face 
being closed. In 2014 the grant 
it received was under threat 
but, thanks to a successful 

campaign, it continued to 
receive funding.

Mallaig and District Swim-
ming Pool (MDSP) has writ-
ten to The Highland Council 
stating its case.

A letter to politicians said: 
‘The board of directors needs 
to develop strategies, five-
year plans (and beyond), and 
budgeted programmes for the 
future. 

‘They cannot do that if 

MDSP is merely subsisting 
from year to year. If funding 
cannot be safeguarded, the fu-
ture of the pool is once again 
thrown into relief.’

Crunch talks are continuing 
in the lead up to the council’s 
budget meeting next Thursday 
(February 25). 

The council’s funding 
package from the Scottish 
Government is £18.3 million 
less than the previous year.

POLICE caught 2,125 drivers  
speeding on roads in Lochaber 
and the wider Highland area in 
just nine months.

Almost 800 more people 
were detected from April to 
December 2015 compared to 
the same period the previous 
year. According to a report 
before Lochaber Committee 
of Highland Council, there 
was a 59 per cent rise in 
incidents from 1,333 in 2014/15 
to 2,125 in 2015/16. Police say 
that the huge increase in the 
number of motorists being 
caught is down to more patrols 
in the Highlands and Islands 
division. 

There are now 45 dedicated 
officers covering the area.

Last year there was one fatal 
collision in Lochaber when a 
driver was killed on the A803 
Mallaig to Fort William road.

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Brian Mackay, chief inspector 
of South Highland Command, 
Highland and Islands Division, 
Police Scotland, told the 
committee: ‘Be reassured that 
there has been an increase in 
road policing and we are being 
proactive. It’s not because 
the behaviour of road users is 
different.’

Road safety is the top priority 
in the Fort William,  Caol, 
Ardnamurchan and Mallaig 
council wards.

The number of people 
caught driving while under the 
influence of drink or drugs 
rose to 31 in 2015/16, up from 
28 on the previous year.

Meanwhile, 195 drivers 
were found not to be wearing 
seatbelts, rising from 123, and 
96 were caught using a mobile 
phone. 

A report by Chief 
Inspector Mackay said: ‘It 
is disappointing to see the 
numbers increasing, however, 
we know that if we can reduce 

speed and ensure that people 
use their seatbelts and avoid 
the use of mobile phones whilst 
driving then they are less likely 
to be involved in a collision. 

‘The impact of death 
and injury on our roads is 
significant, not only from the 
impact on victims and their 
families but to communities 
and the wider economy. It 
consistently features as a 
concern for the communities 
in Highland and road policing 
remains a priority for every 
officer. 

‘We continue to work in 
partnership to improve road 
user behaviour through 
education, enforcement and 
engineering solutions. This 
informs our actions, using 
intelligence and analysis 
to identify priority routes 
and road users who may be 
vulnerable. Evidence has 
shown that a highly visible 
presence on our roads has a 
significant impact on driver 
behaviour.’

Pool group’s appeal to council
MOUNTAIN rescuers were 
hoping to resume a search 
for two climbers who went 
missing on Ben Nevis as The 
Oban Times went to print 
yesterday morning (Wednes-
day).

The search for Rachel Slat-
er, 24, and Tim Newton, 27, 
from Bradford, was called o�  
on Tuesday because of dan-
gerous weather conditions 
and was still on hold the next 
morning.

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times endeavour 
to ensure that all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with 
the Editors’  Code of Practice set by 
the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen 
from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

THA DÀ THAOBH air a h-uile 
sgeulachd agus gu deimhinne tha ca-
ochladh fiaradh air sealladh Chom-
hairlean Alba air an aonta ionmhais 
aca le Riaghaltas na h-Alba seach 
mar a tha Iain Swinney is buill eile a’ 
Chaibineat a’ faicinn chùisean.  

Ged a bha cuid a Chomhairlean 
deònach an aonta gus cìsean com-
hairle a ghleidheadh aig an aon ìre 
a bhriseadh, bha leithid de chàin dol 
a thighinn orra bhon Riaghaltas is 
gum feumadh iad suas ris a’ cheath-
ramh cuid de dh’àrdachadh a chur 
air cìsean airson buannachd a bhith 
aca. Cha ghabhadh luchd-bhòtaidh ri 
leithid de thogail ann an cosgaisean 
is cha b’ urrainn dha na Comhairlean 
dad a dhèanamh ach gèilleadh!  Cha 
b’ ann gun ghearain!

Thuirt cuid de Chomhairlichean 
gun robh na thachair an seo a’ cur 
deamocrasaidh ionadail ann an su-
arachas, bha feadhainn eile ag ràdh 
gun robh an Riaghaltas a’ gearradh 
chumhachdan Chomhairlean a 
thaobh mar is còir maoin a chosg nan 
cuid sgìrean.   

Ach tha an Riaghaltas ag ràdh gum 
bheil iadsan daingeann nan amas 
co-obrachadh le Comhairlean gus 

aonta chothromach a ruigheachd. 
Tha iad ag aontachadh gum bheil an 
suidheachadh doirbh ach tha iad a’ 
cumail a-mach gum bheil an tairgse 
maoin a thug  iad dha Comhairlean 
Alba reusanta. 

Biodh sin mar a bhitheas e, tha na 
th’ air tachairt gu bhith a’ ciallachadh 
gum bheil ceudan feadh na dùthcha 
dol a chall an cuid cosnaidhean agus 
tha Comhairlean gu bhith a’ pàig-
headh mhilleanan ann an airgead 
pàighidh dheth. 

Air an dàrna làimh tha luchd-
bhòtaidh air an dìon bho àrdachadh 
Chìsean Comhairle agus air an 
làimh eile tha àireamh na bheil gun 
chosnadh a’ dol am meud gu mòr. 

A bharrachd air sin tha sinne uile a 
tha a’ pàigheadh Chìsean Comhairle 
dol a chall sheirbheisean de gach 
seòrsa, is cùisean a’ dol air ais gu 
ìrean nach fhacas bho chionn iomadh 
bliadhna. Agus ged a thogadh an 
Riaghaltas am bacadh air àrdachadh 
chìsean comhairle an-ath-bhliadhna, 
tha droch sheansa gun tilleadh na 
sochairean sin a chailleadh a’ chiad 
ghreis,  oir cha bhi airgead ann air 
an son. 

Ged a tha sinn uile a’ tuigsinn gum 

feumar tighinn beò air a’ mhaoin 
a th’ ann, saoilidh mi nach eil am 
fàsgadh gun sgur seo air ionmhas 
Chomhairlean idir buannachdail. 

Tha feum air dòigh eile air 
seirbheisean Chomhairlean a 
mhaoineachadh agus theagamh nan 
robh daoine a’ faicinn adhartas a 
dh’ionnsaigh sin gum biodh iad na 
bu riaraichte.

WHETHER an ‘attack on local 
democracy’ or a ‘challenging but fair 
settlement’, it seems that Scotland’s 
local government leaders had no 
alternative but to accept the Scottish 
Government funding offer. 

Moving to a ninth year of council 
tax freeze, councils across Scotland 
are apparently facing massive 
redundancies and erosion in their 
services, and even if the freeze were 
to be removed in a year’s time these 
services would probably remain lost 
for some time.

Most voters would welcome prog-
ress towards an alternative and more 
equitable system for funding local 
government.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Days gone by – Oban High School pupils
This week’s � ashback photograph was submitted by Molly Campbell, nee Colthart, and features Oban High School 

pupils from 1947/48. Back row, left to right: C MacDonald; P MacLeod; I MacDonald; M Barr; Mr Dobbins, French 
teacher; C Gray; C Hoey; J Gray; M MacIntyre; K Giles; J MacCallum; G Scott and unknown. Middle: B MacRae; M Kidd; M 
MacIntyre; A McLarty; M Colthart; I MacGill; J MacLelland; M Colthart; J Balfour and J MacCallum. Front: K MacRae; D J 
Campbell; A Boyd; I Clarke; D Carmichael; I Philips and A Campbell. Digital versions of � ashback photos for The Oban 

Times can be sent to ‘editor@obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. 
Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope. 

150th Mull and Iona 
Gathering
THE 150TH anniversary of the Mull 
and Iona Association was celebrated 
in style on Friday February 12. 

I arrived about 10 minutes before 
the concert was due to start and the 
hall was so full I couldn’t get a seat at 
any of the tables. 

I have always liked the way Mull 
and Iona structures its gatherings, 
with the second half taking the 
form of a laid-back ceilidh dance 
with singers performing in between 
dances. 

The performers were all marvel-
lous. I am a huge fan of Duncan 
Macdonald’s velvety bass voice - 
which brought him the Gold Medal 
in Oban in 1970 - and he was on 
top form for songs in both English 
and Gaelic, from the Loch Tay Boat 
Song to Tuireadh nan Treun. Kirsty 
Renton captivated the audience with 
a selection of Scots songs, including 
stunning renditions of Burns classics 
Ca’ the Ewes and Green Grow the 
Rashes O. Mull Gaelic Choir was in 
fine voice and Mull and Iona pipers 
created a wonderful, stirring sound. 

A highlight for me was Mull and 
Iona Ceilidh Band - Anda Campbell, 
Duncan Mackechnie, Ross Wilson, 
John Graham and Charlie Kirkpat-
rick - whose sets of tunes and Gaelic 
songs had the whole hall tapping 
their feet and singing. 

Chairman for the evening, Sir 
Lachlan MacLean of Duart, kept 
everyone entertained between the 
acts before handing over to Iain 
Campbell for a hilarious vote of 
thanks, which contained a cracking 
story about a Texan tourist who 
mistook Duart Castle for Dunvegan 
Castle, and eventually to the Gunna 
Sound boys who had everyone on 

their feet until the end of the night. 
Congratulations to president Charlie 
Kirkpatrick and the rest of the 
committee who must be extremely 
pleased at the success of their asso-
ciation’s birthday party. 

Clydebank 
Highlanders
CLYDEBANK Highlanders held a 
successful ceilidh in the Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick, on the evening of 
Friday February 12. 

Iain MacLean, Kirsteen Grant and 
Alison Wood were the Gaelic sing-
ers. A young group of singers called 
Graceful sang a varied selection 
of songs. John MacMillan was the 
fiddler, accompanied on piano by 
Kirsteen, while Robert Wood gave 
some tunes on the pipes and Grace 
Jamieson was in the chair. 

The next big event in the Clydebank 
Highlanders’ diary is a supper dance 
in Napier Hall on Saturday March 5 
to the music of Charlie Kirkpatrick’s 
Band. Tickets, £15, are available 
from committee members or by 
phoning 01389 879749.

Film G Awards
THIS coming Friday, February 19, 
the Old Fruitmarket will play host 
to the annual Film G awards - MG 
Alba’s Gaelic short film competition, 
run by Cànan Ltd. 

It has become a massive event in 
the calendar and the Gaelic commu-
nity never fails to take the opportu-
nity to don their posh frocks for the 
ceremony. There are some excellent 
films entered into the competition 
this year and, as always, some seri-
ous prizes up for grabs, along with a 
host of celebrity presenters. Public 

voting is closed, with the results to be 
announced at the ceremony. 

Among the most talked about en-
tries this year are Mach as mo rathad, 
a comedy film in which Mòd Gold 
Medallist Darren Maclean tries to 
start a Gaelic boy-band, and Seach-
dain gun Seòladh, the hilarious entry 
from Electronica band The League 
of Highland Gentlemen about res-
idents of Mallaig Road in Glasgow 
trying to get a fictional ferry to Uist 
Street. I would struggle to predict a 
winner - but I’m happy to predict a 
lot of good craic before, during and 
after the awards.

What’s on
Saturday February 20: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association Marag 
Supper, Partick Burgh Hall. 
Friday February 26: Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Association Ceilidh 
Dance, Crawford Hall. 
Friday February 26: Glasgow Islay 
Gaelic Choir Annual Concert, West-
ern Hall, Bearsden, 7.30pm.
Saturday February 27: Glasgow 
Skye Association’s Buntata ’s Sgadan 
evening.
Friday March 4: Glasgow Islay 
Association Annual Gathering con-
cert, 7.30pm, and dance, 10.30pm, 
Glasgow University Union.
Saturday March 5: Clydebank 
Highlanders’ Supper Dance, details 
above.

Pub scene 
Islay Inn: Friday 19: Parting Glass.
Saturday February 20: Twist of Fate.
Wednesday 24: Quiz Night. Park Bar:
Friday February 19: Deoch ’n’ 
Dorus. Saturday February 20: 
Gunna Sound. Sunday February 21: 
Martainn Skene.

 

Ferry group awaits 
reply from CalMac
Sir,
Mull and Iona Ferry Committee 
wrote to Martin Dorchester, 
managing director of Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac), more than 
three weeks ago. 

We asked 10 questions regarding 
the increasing cancellation rate on 
the Oban to Craignure ferry service. 
We have not yet had a reply. 

Our first key question asked for the 
data to back up his earlier assertion 
that the only cause of the increased 
rate of cancellation was that ‘weather 
patterns are scientifically proven to 
be changing for the worse’ and that 
‘the wind direction is also changing’.

In the absence of any answers to 
our questions, we have undertaken 
an analysis of historical wind data, as 
supplied by the Met Office. 

We have presented our findings in 
a letter to Mr Dorchester, which can 
be read in full on our Facebook page 
at  www.facebook.com/mullandiona-
ferrycommittee 

We can see no evidence from the 
data of a deteriorating wind trend over 
the past 11 years. We can see no evi-
dence that the prevailing wind direc-
tion has significantly altered either. 
What we can see is that the ferry ser-
vice has become much more sensitive 
to strong winds than it used to be in 
the past. 

The most striking thing is that 
10 years ago, an equally windy 
winter to what we experienced in 
2014/15, resulted in just 10 cancel-
lations. In 2014/15, there were 108. 
We are still seeking answers as to 
why the service is more than 10 times 
more vulnerable to high winds than 
it was in the past. 

The committee awaits Mr Dorches-
ter’s detailed response to our 
questions and hopes the company 
can engage positively to address the 
causes of the problem. 

Neal Goldsmith, chairman, Mull 
and Iona Ferry Committee.

Don’t replace Corran 
Ferry with a bridge
Sir,
With all due respect to my friend and 
colleague Councillor Brian Murphy 
and some of my fellow residents on 
this side of the Corran Narrows, I 
don’t agree a bridge should be built 
to replace the Corran Ferry. 

There are advantages and dis-
advantages and I think the latter 
outweigh the former, The Oban Times 
February 11.

Where is the money going to come 
from to build a toll-free bridge in this 
financial climate? No matter what 
we think we should have and what 

we would like, bridging the Corran 
Narrows is not a priority while global 
markets are in decline. 

It is dangerous for our elected rep-
resentatives to give council officials 
the notion that all they need do is to 
keep the present vessel running for 
a few years yet. A new ferry should 
be ordered now or the slips altered 
to accommodate the many vessels 
beginning to pile up like stranded 
whales alongside Aberdeen’s quay-
sides from the declining oil industry.

Of course we would all like to drive 
across the Corran Narrows at any 
time of the day or night but what of 
the poor state of the roads in Ardna-
murchan, Sunart and Morvern?

There are nearly 60 miles of sin-
gle-track roads leading to Lochaline, 
Drimnin, Salen, Kilchoan and Kin-
lochmoidart owned by the Highland 
Council, which is unable to maintain 
them now without the huge volume 
of extra traffic a bridge would bring.

I do not believe all residents want 
a bridge and to live on a peninsula 
looking like a gigantic industrial yard 
or suburbia. 

There are very few tourist-related 
hotels and businesses in West Loch-
aber which do not extol the virtues of 
the open and unspoilt countryside. 

The ferry is a great regulator of 
traffic and judging by the amount 
of development which has happened 
on the peninsula during the past 
decade, it is no hindrance to sensible 
and measured expansion.

Lastly, and most importantly, the 
Corran ferry provides 15 local jobs 
which would be lost if a bridge was 
built. 

The men and women who have 
manned our ferries in all weathers 
deserve our thanks. The Highland 
Council should not indulge in stall-
ing tactics. 

If it believes the public cannot 
weather an annual two per cent in-
crease in fares then it should do the 
obvious.

Iain Thornber, Morvern.

Childhood memories 
of ghost stories
Sir,
I can add to the eerie account of the 
events surrounding the death of the 
10th Duke of Argyll in Inveraray 
Castle in August 1949, as related in 
Iain Thornber’s always interesting 
Morvern Lines in last week’s Oban 
Times. 

My grand-uncle Eric Maclean was 
with Angus Campbell, the Captain 
of Dunstaffnage, who was sitting 
with his dying kinsman Duke Niall. 

Eric was about to settle for the night 
in the room he had been allocated in 
the castle when he saw a small figure 
wrapped in a plaid literally coming 
through the wall. 

The spectre laid an ice-cold hand 
on Eric’s forehead before disappear-
ing through the opposite wall. Eric 
was so terrified that he had no rest 
that night. 

Next morning he told Angus Dun-
staffnage about what had happened 
to him, vowing that he would never 
again set foot in Inveraray Castle.

Angus said that Eric should 
consider himself privileged to have 
been visited by the Irish harper, 
hanged by Montrose’s ferocious 
lieutenant Alasdair MacCholla when 
he descended on Inveraray from 
the winter hills in 1644. Since then 
the harper had been present when 
a Campbell chief was dying and his 
playing had been heard by Angus 
and other watchers on attendance on 
Mac Cailein Mor that same night of 
extraordinary phenomena.

This is not the only ‘haunting’ story 
we were told when my brothers and I 
had magical childhoods growing up 
beside Angus Dunstaffnage, a man 
of outstanding intellect steeped in 
Celtic lore. 

Just before the Great War, his 
mother had sold her estate of 
Inverawe at Taynuilt. Angus was 
assembling a fishing rod in the hall 
for a last cast on their beat on the 
River Awe when he heard a woman’s 
screams ringing throughout the 
empty mansion house. 

He believed that it was the ghost he 
had been seeing since childhood and 
that, with the house stripped of its 
contents, she no longer recognised 
her surroundings. 

Dr Lorn Macintyre, St Andrews. 

Suggestion ignores 
basic rock problem  
Sir,
Douglas Tott’s suggestion that 
erosion above Rest and Be Thankful 
could be solved by grassing the 
slopes – Could grass solve problem 
at Rest?, 11 February 2016 – ignores 
a fundamental problem.

The local rock - a phyllite - is 
fissile and the cracks that result dip 
downslope. 

Because phyllite is relatively im-
permeable, rainwater does not easily 
penetrate and what does is directed 
downslope by the cracks.  

This flow liquifies fine-grained soil 
material which moves into the chutes 
and gullies, carrying with it any 
unstable cobbles and boulders.

The newly-installed netting will 
hold back some of the material that 
has been mobilised, but it is not a 
long-term solution, neither is it cop-
ing in the short-term. 

The only solution with a reasonable 
price-tag is undoubtedly an ava-
lanche shed, such as are common-
place in the Alps and Scandinavia.

Ian Reid.

in next week’s Oban Times
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Annual pass reader offer

It’s not difficult to see why Argyll and Bute coun-
cillors are looking at raising parking charges 
in Oban and widening the net to do away with 

current free parking as a way of raising vital cash 
for services. The fact that this is going to be fairly 
unpopular with local people living and working in 
the town won’t come as a surprise either.

Most local authorities are probably doing some-
thing similar, particularly in areas where visitor 

numbers are high. Why wouldn’t you? The only 
problem with this is that locals will end up paying 
the highest price. To live and work in the area most 
need their car and who can afford around £6 a day 
to park in town to do your job?

Perhaps the council should consider a week-day 
discount scheme tied to your postcode that can 
alleviate the burden such a move will have on busi-
ness and workers in the town?
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MORE than 2,000 homes and 
businesses in north Skye are set to 
receive reliable, super-fast broadband 
in an initiative described as ‘the most 
important infrastructure project for 
the island since the bridge was built’.

Community-led organisation North 
Skye Broadband says that for many 
years broadband has been at best 
adequate, but for many is practically 
non-existent.

The project, launched last week, 
aims to have broadband in place on 
the island by spring 2017. Concerns 
were raised as far back as 2011 that 
without significant investment in 
reliable infrastructure, rural areas 
would be facing a rapidly-widening 
digital divide.

The Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
constituency was recently identified in 
a report as ranking  among the areas 
to have the worst broadband service in 
the UK. It was placed 647th out of 650. 
The Western Isles was said to have the 
worst service.

Highlands and Islands MSP Rhoda 
Grant raised the issue during a debate 
on broadband connection in the 
parliament last week.

Chairman of North Skye Broadband 
(2015) Ltd Geoff Semler said: ‘In 
our view, this is the most important 
infrastructure project for Skye since 
the bridge was built. Our network 
will not just connect north Skye 
to the mainland, it will connect us 
properly to the rest of the world - 

benefiting everyone and everything, 
from healthcare to small business 
development, long into the future.’

North Skye Broadband will deliver 
one of the largest community-led, 
super-fast, broadband projects in 
Scotland. 

The locally operated, staffed and 
managed service aims to deliver a 
minimum of 30Mbps to 100 per cent 
of properties across Skye that will not 
benefit from the current BT superfast 
roll out. 

Over recent months a large number 
of committed volunteers representing 
Camustianavaig, Bernisdale, 
Glendale, Kilmuir, Duntulm, 
Minginish, Skeabost, Staffin, Struan 
and Waternish have led the project.

YOUNG entrepreneurs 
from Kinlochleven high 
school have been crowned 
Scottish national champions 
at this year’s Coca-Cola 
Enterprises (CCE) Real 
Business Challenge.

The S3 pupils impressed 
a panel of judges, including 
former Scottish rugby union 
player Kenny Logan and 
Derek Robertson, chief 
executive of Keep Scotland 
Beautiful, with their litter 
awareness campaign.

The challenge for pupils 
during the event, at Murray-
field Stadium in Edinburgh, 
was to come up with an 
anti-litter campaign for their 
local area.

The group chose to 
target the West Highland 
Way. They designed an app, 
a litter mascot, a social 
media campaign, a launch 
event and a bus stop poster, 
all within four hours.  

The Kinlochleven team 
will now go to the Real 
Business Challenge grand 
final in London on March 
16. During the two-day final 
stage, the pupils will present 
their campaigns to MPs at 
the House of Commons. 
From there they will go 
on to compete against 10 
other regional champions at 
the challenge’s grand final 
for the chance to win a 3D 
printer for their school.

Lochaber woman Zara Al-Rekabi got the new year o�  to a running start after 
winning personal training sessions at Lochaber leisure centre. High Life 

Highland, which runs the centre, ran a competition during the 12 days of 
Christmas with photos of people taking part in their events put on Facebook 

and the person with the most ‘likes’ received the prize. Zara is pictured 
with Stevie Martin, supervisor at the leisure centre. Photograph: Anthony 

MacMillan Photography.
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for committee  
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scheme planned 

Raising awareness 
of adult harm
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More than 2,000 north Skye homes 
to benefi t from broadband initiative 

Leading the way 
on insulin pumps 

The winning team: Jiero Viray, Connor MacKenzie, Ethan 
Hornby, David Murphy, Freyja Ward and Rhiona McLauchlan, 

with teachers Graeme Martin and Jillian Clark.

Pupils crowned 
business winners 

THE AWARDS ceremony for 
Scotland’s national Gaelic � lm 
competition is to be streamed 
live on the internet for the � rst 
time this year.

The FilmG awards, which take 
place at the Old Fruitmarket 
in Glasgow tomorrow (Friday) 
will be broadcast via the 
competition’s website, www.
� lmg.co.uk. Youngsters from 
the Highlands and islands have 
been shortlisted in the awards.

MAJOR plans are being de-
veloped to transform housing, 
town and village centres, 
transport and boost leisure 
and tourism across Lochaber.

Highland Council will soon 
start consulting with the 
public on the Main Issues 
Report (MIR) of the new West 
Highland and Islands Local 
Development Plan.

It sets out the priorities for 
things such as employment, 
housing, town centres and the 
environment for years to come.

Residents are being urged to 
get involved and have their say.

New housing features in the 
plan for all areas. In the next 
20 years, 1,738 new homes are 
needed for Lochaber.

The most significant new sites 
and policies being proposed 
for Lochaber include:
 Replacing the A82 bypass 

plans in Fort William with im-
proving the junction at Belford 
Hospital.
 A new economic develop-

ment area at Inverlochy Castle 
Estate
 A housing site and village 

park at West Laroch, south 
Ballachulish
 Re-introducing tour-

ism-led development sites at 

A £13.6 MILLION hydro 
scheme is to be developed in 
the hills above Kinlochleven.

Perth-based � rm Green 
Highland Renewables is to 
start work on the project, 
which lies on the Rio Tinto 
estate.

The company has con-
structed and commissioned 
25 schemes in the Highlands 
in the last four years, invest-
ing £62m, with the majority 
of the work going to local 
construction � rms and con-
tractors.

PEOPLE in the Western Isles 
are being urged to act on their 
instinct if they think an adult 
is being harmed, neglected or 
taken advantage of.

The Western Isles adult 
protection committee is sup-
porting the Scottish Govern-
ment’s ‘Seen Something? Say 
Something’ campaign, aimed 
at raising awareness of adult 
harm. 

The committee draws its 
membership from social work, 
housing services, NHS Western 
Isles, Police Scotland and the 
third sector. 

NHS  Highland is leading the 
way in Scotland in the use of 
insulin pumps for young people 
with diabetics.

  In 2012, the Scottish Govern-
ment decided that 25 per cent 
of all young people with Type 1 
diabetes should have access to 
insulin pump therapy.

At the time,  NHS Highland 
didn’t even have an insulin 
pump service. Now, though, the 
board has exceeded the gov-
ernment target and currently 
pump patients are ranked num-
ber one in blood sugar control 
in Scotland.

MORE powers have been 
devolved from the Highland 
Council to the Lochaber com-
mittee.

Ensuring productive working 
relationships with community 
councils and purchasing and 
disposing of common good 
trust assets up to 10 per cent of 
the value of the common good 
fund are among them.

Further powers are expected 
to be devolved, including 
roads and winter maintenance, 
environmental services such 
as grounds maintenance, com-
munity works, street cleansing 
and public toilets.

However, councillors on the 
Lochaber committee raised 
concern about the move, 
saying the powers don’t go far 
enough.

Mallaig harbour could be expanded as one of the many proposals to be considered. 21_f08plans01

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Long-term development 
of Lochaber in spotlight

murchan councillor Thomas 
MacLennan said: ‘Put simply, 
it’s really important as many 
people as possible in Lochaber 
should try and familiarise 
themselves with the West 
Highlands and Islands Devel-
opment Plan. 

‘This will be a powerful 
document that provides the 
foundation and basic outline of 
how Lochaber moves forward 
over the next 10 years. 

‘The more people who 
engage, participate and con-
tribute at this stage during this 
consultation period the better 
it will be for Lochaber in the 
longer term.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Bill Clark welcomed the plans 
and also encouraged residents 
to have their say. He said: ‘Ex-
panding the harbour and new 
housing is very much needed 
to help locals, visitors and 
businesses.

‘If people want to know more 
about it they can get in touch 
and if they want to make their 
views known they need to take 
part in the consultation.’

A 10-week consultation on 
the MIR will get underway with 
the representations reported 
towards the end of the year.
The council will then decide 
what goes in the plan before 
going to another consultation.

Glenachulish and north of the 
A82 at south Ballachullish.
 A larger expansion area 

for Mallaig harbour.
There’s also plans for a 

waterfront development in 

Fort William with additional 
pontoons/moorings and recre-
ational sailing facilities as well 
as a Caol link road.

Big developments have also 
been put forward for Skye, in-

cluding re-opening the debate 
on where Portree’s long term 
expansion should be located 
and the potential for an airport 
on the island.

Fort William and Ardna-

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Zara put through her prize paces

Date set 
for fi rst 
Commando 
Games
THE FIRST Commando 
Games are to be held in Achn-
acarry and Spean Bridge later 
this year.

Commando Spirit, which 
raises funds to support Com-
mandos and their families, 
is to rebuild the world’s first 
commando assault and endur-
ance courses. 

The games, taking place 
on September 10 and 11, will 
give civilians a chance to 
experience first-hand the ar-
duous training of the original 
commandos. Participants will 
be supported all the way by 
serving and former comman-
dos.

The Spean Bridge area has a 
long connection with the com-
mandos and has a monument 
dedicated to the original Brit-
ish Commando Forces, who 
fought in the Second World 
War, and was unveiled by the 
Queen Mother in 1952.

Authentically replicating the 
original innovative training, 
individuals and teams will be 
able to take on Commando 
Spirit’s legendary 30-mile 
trek, Survive The Yomp, and 
more. 

With a preview of the assault 
course and endurance course 
on June 18, the Commando 
Games will take place in 
Achnacarry over September 
10 and 11. 

For more information vis-
it http://www.commandospirit.
eventbrite.co.uk 
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fundraising gig fundraising gig fundraising gig fundraising gig 
by Jonathan Rimmer
OBAN rapper Kevin ‘K9 Kev’ 
Irvine brought the house down 
with a sold-out show at Cuan Mor 
on Saturday, funding a trip for 
disabled children in the process, 
writes Jonathan Rimmer. 
The hip hop emcee celebrated 
the launch of his new EP Dear 
Diary by reaching the set target 
needed to take a group of children 
to France with Hosanna House 
and Children’s Pilgrimage Trust 
(HCPT).

Irvine, who works as a youth 
worker, smashed the £400 target 
needed to volunteer for the pro-
ject, and now intends to help take 
a group of disabled and disadvan-
taged children on a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes this Easter.

Selling out the George Street 
venue before 10pm, Irvine admit-
ted that he was, for once, ‘quite 
speechless’.

He said: ‘The atmosphere was 
amazing. In the 10 years that I’ve 
been putting on shows, this is the 
first one I’ve ever sold out. The 
local community has been amaz-
ing, especially the businesses who 
supported our raffle at the end of 
the show.’

Irvine has been rapping since his 
mid-teens and revealed that his 
new EP was written with today’s 
youth in mind.

‘Growing up in this small West 

Woast town can be difficult,’ he 
said. ‘Working with young people 
has opened my eyes to the reality 
of what it’s like to be a teenager in 
Oban. 

‘My new EP reflects back on my 
own time as a teenager in school, 
back when I started rapping. Hip 
hop wasn’t popular here at all 
then, so it’s amazing to see young-
er artists trying it.’

Several tracks on the new release 
feature local solo performers, 
giving the EP a more folky qual-
ity than many hip hop records. 
Songwriters such as Dave Ayling, 
Chas McKenzie and Kevin Smith 
contributed their vocal and instru-
mental talents.

Saturday’s bill also featured an 
eclectic mix of local acts, including 
fellow hip hop performer Rory 
O’B, DJ/producer KUTBIRD and 
rock five-piece Citizen9. Irvine 
praised his fellow performers, as 
well as the growing Oban scene, 
saying: ‘In my opinion, O’B is one 
of the best upcoming rappers in 
Scotland. I’m incredibly proud 
to rap alongside him. I loved the 
diversity of the night in general. 

‘When it came to this project, I 
always wanted to use resources 
that were close by. This is some-
thing I’ve wanted to do for a long 
time. Now it’s finished, I’m just 
going to keep on going.’

There are tricky questions you might need help with 
such as can you afford to retire? Should you bring 
all your pension pots together? How much will your 
State Pension be?

New rules introduced in April 2015 mean that once 
you’re aged 55 or over, you can use your pension 
pot in any way you wish. With more freedom comes 
more choice and many people may want professional 
financial advice to help them decide what to do with 
their pot.

Even if you’ve never taken financial advice before, 
this is probably the time to do it. Unless you’re very 
sure about what you want to do, taking advice could 
be the soundest financial decision you’ll ever make.

The State Pension is paid based on 
National Insurance contributions 
having being paid during one’s 
working lifetime. 
For many years, the UK state 
pension age for men was 65 and 
the state pension age for women 
was 60.

But from 2020, both men and 
women’s retirement age will be 
66, increasing to 67 between 2026 
and 2028, and then linked to life 
expectancy after that. 

The government will then review 
the state pension age every � ve 
years.

Sharing time changes lives
Spare a few hours a week as a volunteer to make a 
real di� erence to the lives of older people in your 
area.

You could support 
their lives at home, 
in hospital and in the 
community by joining 
our Good Neighbours 
scheme.

email - isla.smith@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Oban Good Neighbours
Launching April 2016
Our aim is to support older people to live their 
lives to the full, helping them get out and about, 
collecting prescriptions to taking them to doctors’ 
appointments or just chatting over a cup of tea.  
We are here to help.  If you are feeling isolated, 
lonely or vulnerable or you know someone who 
is – please contact us by emailing isla.smith@
royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Macamatical

Citizen9

K9 Kev with 
Andy Bruce

K9 Kev with O’B

Argyll Financial 
Services Limited

PEOPLE today are retiring earlier and fitter 
than any generation before has been able to do. 
Research tells us that women who live until 60 
can expect to be here for another 28 years and 
men who are still here at 60 can look forward to 
another 25 years. Either way, it’s a long time to 
be miserable, so plan to lead an active lifestyle.  
With some careful planning, this next phase in 
your life can be a time of opportunity and choice. 

For probably the first time in your life there 
will be no-one demanding your time – you can 
choose how to spend it. Think about all the time 
that most of us spend planning our annual hol-
iday. We get the brochures, talk to travel agents 

and other people, trawl through the internet and 
compare different options. Why do we do this? 

We do so to make sure that we make the most 
of our holiday and really enjoy it. Holiday’s last 
about two weeks – retirement could last many 
years, so it’s worth planning carefully! 

Imagine spending more time with friends and 
family, exploring your local area, travelling, 
gardening, learning new skills – it’s all out there 
for you. You may have to consider caring for, or 
arranging care for elderly relatives – there are a 
plethora of local support agencies and wonderful 
retirement homes that can help you with your 
situation now and in the future. 

Preparing for 
retirement

TWO great nights of live theatre 
will be brought to the Corran 
Halls by the enthusiastic mem-
bers of drama societies from the 
North and South of Argyll.

This year, Lorn Drama Fes-
tival will stage plays by groups 
from Campbelltown, Lochgil-
phead and Appin, including a 
junior team from Benderloch 
Drama Club, who impressed 
the audience and adjudicator 
last year with Detective Mimms 
and the Snaffl er. 

This year the junior actors 
are taking on another Geoff 
Bamber comedy, The Chair, 
which should prove to be just as 
enjoyable.

Two comedies from the Ben-
derloch club senior dramatists 
invite audiences to listen in on 
a helpline for jilted lovers and 
a parentcraft class, with some 
darkly comic revelations. 

The actors are drawn from 
some well-known faces in 
the Oban drama scene, as 

well as some new talent. 
Accent players from Camp-
beltown, who performed the 
outstanding That Old Black 
Magic in last year’s festival are 
returning with Romance by John 
Reason, a skilfully-written play 
that weaves together three ages 
of the same woman. 

Lochgilphead Drama Club are 
presenting an intriguing drama, 
Mrs Meadowsweet by David 
Campton.

The performances will be 
adjudicated by Michael Emans. 
Michael is no stranger to the 
Lorn Drama Festival, last adju-
dicating in 2013. 

He is the artistic director of 
Rapture Theatre in Glasgow 
who visited Oban with their 
sell-out production of Gagarin 
Way. Michael is an experienced 
adjudicator of amateur drama 
and always gives teams a great 
deal of constructive comment 
and encouragement.

So, come along to the Corran 
Last year, actors from Accent drama group staged quite a 

party at Lorn Drama Festival. 

Halls at the end of March, 
enjoy a great evening’s enter-
tainment, and give your sup-

port to all the teams, young 
and older, who have worked 
so hard on their plays.

Anticipation mounting for 
Lorn Drama Festival

 Louise Glen 

malt OF THE month
I HAVE a huge guilty pleasure. I 
like to listen to the stories of bo-
dach [Gaelic for old man] when 
they talk about the old days.

These days are now careering 
towards the 1970s which are 
frighteningly close to my own 
old days.

I recently met one such man 
who said: ‘I’m going to share a 
Springbank with you later.’

I asked him which one. ‘Well,’ 
said he, ‘the drinking one.’

I had thought he might have 
meant the Campbeltown Loch, 
which is a fine, fine blend – but 
he confirmed: ‘It is the Spring-
bank 10-year-old.’

Later on, in a wooden-fitted bar 
in a secret location on the west 
coast, the bodach bought me a 
few Springbanks and talked to 
me in Gaelic for an hour, before 
he launched into his favourite 
song. Its name escapes me now, 
but was sung so beautifully it 
transported me to his youth.

I am sure there are anti-aging 
properties in whisky that even 
the biggest beauty houses of 
London, Paris and New York 
have not yet discovered.
Uisage Beatha.  
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 
Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-
Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports 
View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station

For requests, competitions or questions please 

19 February - 25 February 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 
112mins
Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed: 16:15, Sat: 12:00, 14:30, Sun: 12:15, Thu: 
16:30
Through a series of misunderstandings, Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore come to believe that Dave is going to propose to 
his new girlfriend in New York City - and dump them. They 
have three days to get to him and stop the proposal.

Carol (15) 128mins 
Fri, Mon, Wed: 21:30, Tue: 18:45
Parent & Baby Screening Tue: 11:30
Set in 1950s New York, a department-store clerk who dreams 
of a better life falls for an older, married woman. Parent & 
Baby Screening! Lights will be left on at a dimmed level and 
baby changing available. Silver Screening - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £2.50! Includes complimentary tea and cake.

Dad’s Army (PG) 119mins 
Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed: 16:30, Sun: 12:00, Thu: 16:15
The Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard platoon deal with a 
visiting female journalist and a German spy as World War II 
draws to its conclusion.

Deadpool (15) 126mins
Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed: 18:30,21:00, Sat: 16:00, 19:30, Sun: 17:00, 
20:00, Thu: 18:30
Based upon Marvel Comics most unconventional anti-hero, 
DEADPOOL tells the origin story of former Special Forces 
operative turned mercenary Wade Wilson, who after being 
subjected to a rogue experiment that leaves him with acceler-
ated healing powers, adopts the alter ego Deadpool. 

Joy  (12A)  144mins 
Sun: 14:15
Joy is the story of a family across four generations and the 
woman who rises to become founder and matriarch of a 
powerful family business dynasty.

Kids Club: The Incredibles (U) 111mins
Sat: 11:00
Childrens’ Classic. A family of undercover superheroes, while 
trying to live the quiet suburban life, are forced into action to 
save the world.
Adults & Children £2 entry.

NT Live: As You Like It (12A) 180mins
Thu: 19:00
Shakespeare’s glorious comedy of love and change comes to 
the National Theatre for the � rst time in over 30 years, with 
Rosalie Craig (London Road, Macbeth at MIF) as Rosalind.

The Lady in the Van (12A) 124mins
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - Concessions (age 60+) entry just £2.50! 
Includes complimentary tea and
cake. A man forms an unexpected bond with a transient 
woman living in her car that’s parked in his driveway.

Spotlight (15)149mins 
Fri, Mon, Wed: 18:45, Sat: 18:00, Sun: 17:15, Tue: 21:15, Thu: 
21:00
SPOTLIGHT tells the riveting true story of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Boston Globe investigation that would rock the 
city and cause a crisis in one of the world’s oldest and most 
trusted institutions. 

The Revenant (15) 176mins
Sat: 20:45, Sun: 20:30
Inspired by true events, THE REVENANT captures one man’s 
epic adventure of survival and the extraordinary power of the 
human spirit. In an expedition of the uncharted American wil-
derness, legendary explorer Hugh Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
is brutally attacked by a bear and left for dead by members of 
his own hunting team. . In a quest to survive, Glass endures 
unimaginable grief as well as the betrayal of his con� dant 
John Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy). Guided by sheer will and the 
love of his family, Glass must navigate a vicious winter in a 
relentless pursuit to live and � nd redemption.

Coming Soon
Hangmen 03/03/2016
Following a sell-out run at London’ s Royal Court Theatre, 
Olivier and Academy Award® winner Martin McDonagh (The 
Pillowman, The Cripple of Inishmaan, In Bruges) returns to the 
West End with Matthew Dunster’ s award-winning produc-
tion of his deeply funny new play Hangmen, broadcast live to 
cinemas by National Theatre Live.

Kids Club: MinionsMovie (U) 27/02/2016
Childrens’ Classic. Minions Stuart, Kevin and Bob are recruited 
by Scarlet Overkill, a super-villain who, alongside her inventor 
husband Herb, hatches a plot to take over the world.
Adults & Children £2 entry.

SPONSORSSPONSORS

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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Across

1 Decline (6)

4 Buy in a hurry (4,2)

9 Moan (7)

10 Lazy sounding speech (5)

11 Rummage (5)

12 Floating hazard (7)

13 Overcome difficulties with ease (11)

18 Old term for one affected by the moon (7)

20 Microscopic hairs (5)

22 Where mail arrives (2-3)

23 Dense bushes (7)

24 Draw (6)

25 State in Eastern Africa, capital Kampala 
(6)

Down

1 Aspect (6)

2 Shake cushion (5)

3 Very cold (7)

5 Elbow (5)

6 Level out (7)

7 Soft animal hair (6)

8 Give back equally (11)

14 Dignify (7)

15 Engraved drawing (7)

16 Combines three strands (6)

17 A repeated slogan (6)

19 Poisonous (5)

21 Compare (5)
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An Comunn Gaidhealeach  
MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch)

CEILIDH
The Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association “Select” 

including Alison Wood, Kenny Thomson, Gordon McKeeve, 
Alasdair MacMillan, Joy Dunlop & Donald-Iain Brown.

Jake MacKay – Mouth Organ, Agnes Liddell - Keyboard
Shona Masson – Fiddle,   Emma Hill - Piper

The Laura Munro Dancers,   Fear an Taighe: Alasdair MacMillan
in TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL, SATURDAY, 

20th February 2016 at  7.30 p.m.
Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children £2.00

SUMMER MOORING
APRIL-SEPT

£900.00 - 30 MIN SOUTH OF OBAN
FREE WIFI, PARKING, DRY DINGHY 

STORAGE, HOT SHOWERS
LAUNDRY FACILITIES, 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL

MELFORT PIER - 01852-200-333

12 - 15 April Atlantis Leisure 

 Highers  (9.30 - 12.30) 
 National 5 (1.30 - 4.30)  

12 hours tuition over 4 days 

ObanMathsTutor 
www.obanmathstutor.co.uk 

Maths Revision Courses 

For more info call 01631 705070 

I make no apologies for writing 
two consecutive articles about 
Runrig.  Without the impact they 
have had on Gaelic music it is un-
likely The Oban Times would have 
a music column, and unlikely 
that I would have a music career.   

They have also just performed 
the best concert I have ever 
attended.  

Last Thursday (February 10), 
Runrig played to a sell-out crowd 
in the main auditorium of the 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. 
The audience were of a type that 
only exists for a band who have 
been heroes to a population and 
have fans across generations and 
continents. 

Leading up to it, I and my col-
league Robert Robertson were 
like two excited children waiting 
for Santa on Christmas morning.  
Santa did not disappoint.  

With a perfectly balanced com-
bination of their ageless classics 
and a good representation from 
their fantastic new album, Run-
rig delivered a concert that is 
now etched in my memory.

I admit openly to being a 

fairly emotional man, but very 
few things move me to tears in 
public. Four songs that night 
had this effect.  Every River, In 
Search of Angels, The Story and 
an a cappella verse and chorus 
of Hearts of Olden Glory all had 
tears rolling down my cheeks. 

All songs mean different things 
to different people, and these 
songs have very personal asso-
ciations for me. Their lyrics so 
accurately tune into my emotions 
that their effect when performed 
live is powerful.   

From tears, to the feeling of 
bursting with pride and joy, and 
singing at the top of my voice 
–  that was a common transition 
throughout the night. Runrig’s 
upbeat songs, Skye, The pride of 
the Summer and Alba all took a 
few years of my vocal chords and 
probably damaged a few sets of 
ears in my immediate vicinity. 

These songs also probably took 
a few years off the flooring in the 
Concert Hall judging by the way 
the entire crowd were jumping 
and going wild! Malcolm Jones’s 
famous guitar riffs that lead into 

the first two of these songs are 
some of the most recognisable 
notes in Celtic music and their 
effect on listeners is instant.  

The experience could only have 
been improved if Rory had sung, 
Faileas air an Airigh, Bruce had 
sung Book of Golden Stories and 
Donnie Munro had made a guest 
appearance to sing The Cutter. 

Having such great craic with 
the band backstage afterwards 
was another highlight. In their 
customary modest style, they 
might have just come in from 
digging the garden.

To conclude, I will repeat more 
clearly what I stated in my last 
piece.  Runrig is my favourite 
band. Following last week’s per-
formance that position has been 
elevated even further.  Incredible 
as their music is, their appeal 
goes deeper and wider than that 
alone.  It is also encompassed 
by their character, their passion, 
their wisdom, their integrity, 
their decency, their generosity 
and their contribution to our 
cultural and artistic identity.  We 
will never see their likes again.

Runrig: We will 
never see their 
likes again

Youngsters’delight as Oban 
Community Playpark opens

WINTER EDITION 
OUT NOW

K9 Kev brings the house 

down in sell-out 

fundraising gig 

Citizen9

K9 Kev with 
Andy Bruce

THE new Oban Community 
Playpark was officially opened 
last week much to the delight of 
youngsters and those who cam-
paigned for the facility for four 
years, writes Caren McPate.

Excited children couldn’t wait 
to get in to the new facility next 
to Atlantis Leisure centre, which 
has a range of fun equipment, 
from a flying fox and climbing 
frames to a boat and swings.

Organisers have worked hard 
to create the new park, which 
has been a huge community 

fundraising effort as well as 
receiving support from 
several partners.
The next project for 

the group is the mul-
ti-sensory garden area 
upgrade, as well as a play 
area for the under fives.

Mum Lyndsay Elliot, 
one of the key fundraisers 
for the project, said: ‘It’s 
very exciting to have the 
park open. We have been 
waiting so long for it. We 
should have been in at the 
end of November, but the 
place was like a swamp due 

Children had a great time trying out the new playpark equipment. 
21_f08park_Oban playpark o�  cial opening

to the weather. That’s all we 
have heard from the kids – them 
asking when it will be open.

‘We have to compliment the 
kids of Oban for not going in to 
the park before it was open.’

Lyndsay added: ‘We hope that 
families with children in the age 
group, who might not be aware 
of the need for a playpark, will 
engage with us.’

Oban Community Playpark 
group has reached the finals for 

a grant from Tesco’s 5p carrier 
bag funds. This will go towards 
the multi-sensory garden area 
upgrade, which will include all 
abilities pathways, replacement 
fencing and some play equipment, 
including a storytelling chair and 
insect towers.

Voting will take place at the 
Oban store from February 27 to 
March 6, with those who receive 
the most votes bagging £8,000, 
£10,000 or £12,000. 

Duais Dhòmhnaill 
Meek 2016

Farpais airson Sgrìobhadh Ùr
Airson tuilleadh �iosrachaidh, faic:
 www.gaelicbooks.org

NETHERLORN 
PIPING SOCIETY 

Recital by
Gold medal winner
FINLAY JOHNSTON

on Wednesday 24th 
February 2016

ARGYLLSHIRE 
GATHERING HALLS

at 7.30pm
Entry: Adults £3
Children Free
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Farming

IT WAS a day of highs and lows 
at Oban’s annual spring High-
land Cattle auction, when one 
animal reached 9,000 guineas, 
but almost a quarter failed to 
sell. 

On Monday, at Caledonian 
Mart, cattle breeders who have 
worked months or years for this 
one moment guided their hair-
brushed beasts around the sell-
ing ring. Above them rapid-fire 
auctioneer Alastair Logan’s 
sharp eye picked out buyers’ 
bids of imperceptible nods and 
flashes of numbered card. 

Behind them, in the vast war-
ren of pens, breeders of bulls, 
cows, heifers and steers, such as 
Donald Dempster of Taynuilt’s 
Ichrachan Farm and his daugh-
ter Mhairi, carried out final 
grooming before leading their 
beasts into the arena.

‘A thousand each would be 
nice,’ Donald hoped, ‘but it’s not 
a flying trade. Prices are down, 
and there’s a lot of unsold cattle. 

‘There’s just not a lot of money 
around. A lot of farmers in 
Scotland haven’t had their single 
farm payment yet.’ 

While a German buyer bought 
one of their yearling heifers, 
Fraoch, for 800 guineas, the 
other, Banarach, was sold to a 
Dane for 2,000gns. 

A surprised Mhairi was trying 
not to smile in the ring: ‘I was 
so nervous. I’m chuffed. Dad’s 
happy as well.’ 

After selling their two-year-
old heifers, Highland Show 
prize-winning breeder Alec 
Smith of Balnabroich near 
Strathardle wasn’t as delighted. 

He said: ‘We sold everything, 
but prices aren’t great. Beef 
prices are bad. We got what we 
needed: we’re breaking even, but 
not getting the icing on the cake.’

Overall 76 animals were sold 

OBAN played host to the 125th 
anniversary show and sale of 
Highland cattle, and the two-
day event attracted a significant 
audience from both the UK and 
Europe. 

Proceedings got under way on 
a bright, cold Sunday February 
14 as exhibitors, enthusiasts 
and more than a few potential 
buyers lined the ringside to 
watch a show of fine quality 
Highland cattle.

The spring show and sale 
at Caledonian Marts’ Oban 
Livestock Centre is a highlight 
of the year for the breed; the 
show providing an ideal shop 
window for breeders hoping to 
sell their cattle for good prices 
at the following day’s sale.

Judge Donald MacNaughton 
of the Rannoch fold cast his 
steady eye over the beasts in 
front of around 25 German 
buyers, augmented by others 
from Italy, Denmark and many 
other European countries.

Catherine McKechnie of 
France Farm, Gartocharn, 
made a great job of judging the 
young handlers’ competition.

The trophies and prizes were 
presented at a ceilidh in the 
Royal Hotel on Sunday night, 
then it was on to the main event 
– Monday’s sale.

Photographs: 
Kevin McGlynn

A right royal champion
WINNING the title of overall male champion on Sunday was a two-year-old Highland bull from Her Majesty 
the Queen’s 130-strong fold on the Balmoral Estate.

Coirneal of Balmoral came out on top in a tight contest, with second placed reserve champion Campbell of 
Tilbouries, from Aberdeenshire breeders J and L Fraser. However, it was the reserve champion that secured 
the day’s top price at Monday’s sale, as Queenie Strickland shelled out 9,000 guineas to add this strapping 
lad to her Cladich fold.

Cameron Ormiston, farm manager at Balmoral, was delighted to take home the laurels for the best male 
Highlander in Oban – though the bull was shown by Cameron’s brother, Fearghus.

Coirneal of Balmoral was male champion at the Stars of the Future competition at Stirling last year, and was 
shown at Oban.

Cameron, also known as ‘Dochie’, said: ‘I’ve been at Balmoral for nine years and this is the � rst time we’ve 
produced a bull of our own and taken it here to Oban, so I’m very pleased. 

‘We have done very well this year. We’ve been to nine shows and had Highland cattle champions at them 
all, including breed and inter-breed winners.’

At the sale, Coirneal of Balmoral sold for 7,000 guineas, purchased by Mr Tom Nelson, of Glengorm Estate, 
Mull.

Latest in a long line of winners
MID ARGYLL was represented at the show and sale, and Ormsary Estate general manager Archie McArthur 
had a � ne selection of cattle in Oban.

Ormsary had a successful couple of days, with in-calf heifer, Susan 19th of Ormsary, scooping the champion 
female rosette before going on to make 5,000 guineas through the sale ring on Monday.

Speaking on Sunday, Archie, who looks after the estate for the Lithgow family, said: ‘We have four in-calf 
heifers here today – three from Ormsary and one, a black heifer, from the Lithgow fold of Inver on the Isle 
of Jura.

‘The winning heifer is one of the Susan family, and is o�  a champion bull we bought here in Oban � ve years 
ago for 5,800 guineas, Callum 2nd of Goldenberry.’ 

Explaining that the heifer’s bloodline stretches back to the herd’s establishment in 1947, Archie continued: 
‘There are about 20 breeding females on Ormsary and about 18 on Jura. The Highlanders on Ormsary are 
kept very naturally, out on the high ground. We never need to touch their feet and they are bred to survive.’

Archie was keen to give credit to the Ormsary stockman for the past 18 years, Alan Bosomworth. 
‘Alan was responsible for bringing out the heifers for the show,’ said Archie, ‘and he’s done a great job.’

Male champion Coirneal of Balmoral with, from left, Fearghus Ormiston, Kath McMahon from sponsors 
MacPhee and Co, judge Donald MacNaughton and Cameron Ormiston.

Overall female champion heifer, Susan 19th of Ormsary, owned by Sir William J Lithgow Baronet and 
son, with stockman Alan Bosomworth. The heifer was sold on Monday for 5,000 guineas.

Archie McArthur with Susan 19th of Ormsary, receiving his prize from Nicky Archibald of sponsors, 
CKD Galbraith.

Ups and downs for Highland 
sale with international fl avour

out of 99. Twenty per cent of 
the cattle sold are heading to 
Germany; a further four animals 
to Denmark; three to Estonia; 
and two animals are off to Italy. 

Following the sale auctioneer 
Mr Logan explained: ‘The good 
quality sold above expectation, 
and the not-so-good struggled 
to sell and had to go home. But 
we’re definitely doing better 
than last year.’ 

Highland Cattle Society vice 
president Tom Thomson added: 
‘It’s been a very successful year 
for the breed, but we’re never 
pleased. The glass is half-full, 
and we could do with a top up. 

‘The trade has been affected 
by people not having their 
single farm payment: only 40 
per cent of farmers in Scotland 
have had 75 per cent of the 
payment. Overall there’s been a 
lot of interest from foreigners, 
in Germany, Denmark, Estonia, 
Austria and Italy, because High-
land Cattle thrive in areas where 
others won’t – many are going to 
the Alps.’ 

But it was a local breeder who 
paid the highest price for the Re-
serve Champion from Sunday’s 
show, when the two-year-old bull 
Campbell of Tilbouries, bred 
by John Ashton of Allanfearn, 
Strathpeffer and sold by Mr JS 
Fraser, went to Cladich Farm 
near Dalmally for 9,000 guineas.

Cladich farm manager Stuart 
Campbell said: ‘He’s the most 
correct bull in the market. He’s 
very good on his legs, which 
he needs to go on the hills at 
Cladich. It’s important to buy 
in Oban market because we sell 
here.’ 

The bull’s delighted new owner, 
Mrs Queenie Strickland, added: 
‘Highland Cattle have always 
been my passion, and I hope he 
will give us good progeny.’

C. Hodge Fencing

ARGYLL WOODFUELS 01631 563271
www.argyllwoodfuels.com

Congratulations 
to all entrants at 

the Highland Cattle 
Society’s 125th Show

Shop window for Highland Cattle

Judge Donald MacNaughton Kelty 
and breed secretary Sian Sharp.

Stockman Fergie Ormiston with two-year-old bull Coirneal of  Balmoral. The bull won the overall male 
champion prize, much to Fergie’s delight.

Angus MacKay, Inveraray, former president of the 
society keeps the classes on track.

The MacMillans from Bute with Jock the 2nd, of the Isle of Bute, 
in the young handlers section.

Local highland enthuisiast Mhairi Dempster Taynuilt helping out with 
Barnarach of Shellachan owned by Lt Col Colin Stewart Winter.
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Averages
3 - Aged bulls - £1,925
4 - Senior bulls - £2,048 (5 - £3,780 last year)
18 - Two-year-old bulls - £2,561 (13 - £2,913 last year)
11 - Yearling bulls - £726 (3 - £630 last year)
4 - Senior females - £2,573 (10 - £2,121 last year)
7 - Three-year-old heifers - £1,118 (11 - £1,743 last year)
10 - Two-year-old heifers - £1,145 (16 - £1,482 last year)
21 - Yearling heifers - £750 (24 - £795 last year)
1 - Unhaltered female - £200

Male Championship
Overall male champion, two-year-old male champion and 
winner of the Craig Sellar Trophy and W Pearson Brown Me-
morial Trophy for best two-year-old bull: Coirneal of Balmoral, 
from HM The Queen, Balmoral Estates. Sired by Prionnsa 
Dubh of Craigowmill and out of Phiobaidh 93rd Of Balmoral 
56976, this bull achieved the second highest bid of the day, 
with Tom Nelson, the recently retired Highland Cattle Society 
president, securing the bull for his Glengorm fold for 7,000 
guineas.

The Roy Cruickshank Goblet, awarded to the stockman bring-
ing out the champion animal: Fearghus Ormiston.

Reserve overall male champion and reserve two-year-old 
male champion, winner of the Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Tro-
phy: Campbell of Tilbouries from J and L Fraser and Son. Sired 
by Campbell 1st of Tordarroch 9684 and out of Ciara Dubh of 
Lismore 62269, this young bull has been successfully shown 
during 2015. He was male champion at the Sutherland, Nairn 
and Grantown shows. Campbell is the � rst exhibit in Oban 
from the Fraser family, and Mrs Jon H Strickland paid the top 
price of the day of 9,000 guineas to secure this bull for the 
Cladich Fold.

Female Championship
Overall champion, senior heifer champion and winner of 
DM Stewart Memorial Trophy: Susan 19th of Ormsary, from 
Sir William J Lithgow, Bt and Son (Ormsary). Sired by Callum 
2nd of Goldenberry 10038 and out of Susan 11th of Ormsary 
61275, Susan was sold in-calf to Padruaig of Gildenvale and 
topped the female trade at 5,000 guineas to Mr David Smith 
of Fraserburgh.

Angus W MacGillivray Memorial Quaich for the stockman 
bringing out the champion female: Alan Bosomworth.

Reserve overall female champion and three-year-old heifer 
champion: Hazel 15th of Knockendon, from Ronald and 
Frances Fergie. Sired by James Beusach of An Sidhean 9767 
and out of Hazel 5th of Knockendon 63978, Hazel went to 
the same buyer as the overall champion, Mr David Smith, for 
1,500 guineas.

Aged bulls – sponsored by The Farmers Guardian
Section one, class one 
First prize, and best aged bull: Eoin Mhor 11th Of Mottistone, 
from Mr Michael Poland who sold to newly elected breed 
council member Sir James Paice
Second, and reserve aged bull: Angus Mor of Glengoyne, 
bred by Ewan MacKay and owned by Angus MacKay, he went 
to Mr Parkinson for 1,500 guineas.
Third: Ceannard 5th of Glengorm, from Sydney and Maureen 
O’Hara – unsold
Fourth - Adhamh 1st of Achnacroish, from Sydney and Mau-
reen O’Hara and sold to Manfred Ruser of Germany.

Senior bulls – sponsored by The Farmers Guardian
Section two, class two
First, and best senior bull: Jock of Rhudle, bred by John 
Warmerdam and owned by Duncan Buchanan, sold to Rossal 
Estate for 1,500 guineas.
Second, and reserve senior bull: Iain Dubh of Gleann Daidh, 
from Grace Noble – unsold.
Third: Iain of Mottistone, from Michael Poland – unsold
Fourth: Hamish of Knockendon, from Ronald and Frances 
Fergie and sold to John Cooper from Tordarroch Estate for 
1,800 guineas.

Two-year-old bulls – sponsored by MacPhee & Partners
Section three, class three
First, two-year-old champion and overall male champion: 
Coirneal of Balmoral from HM The Queen, Balmoral Estates 
and sold to Glengorm for 7,000 guineas.
Second: Callum 10th of Goldenberry, from Alan Kennedy – 
unsold.
Third: Coinneach 2nd of Corntown, from Ron MacLean and 
sold to Mr Grant from Aviemore for 1,000 guineas.
Fourth: Eoin Mhor 14th Of Mottistone, from Alan Kennedy, 
bred by Michael Poland and sold for 2,000 guineas to Lorne 
Nelson at Achnacloich.

Section three, class four
First, reserve overall male champion and reserve two-year-
old champion: Campbell of Tilbouries, from J and L Fraser and 
Son, sold for 9,000 guineas to Mrs Jon H Strickland of Cladich.
Second:  Cathag Dubh of Craigowmill, from Messrs Brown, 
sold for 5,000 guineas to Leys Estate, Inverness.
Third: Fergus Ruadh 5th of Knockendon, from Ronald and 
Frances Fergie who sold for 1,800 guineas to D Fountain, 
Lockerbie.
Fourth: Struan Of Glenkinglass, from Mr R D Schuster – with-
drawn from sale.

Section three, class � ve
First: Jamie of Craigluscar, from Hamish E T Irvine and sold for 
2,200 guineas to Martin Kock of Germany.
Second: Jock 2nd of Isle Of Bute, from R and E McMillan – 
unsold.
Third: Calum of Craigluscar from Hamish E T Irvine, sold for 
2,200 guineas 
Fourth: Torridon of Gleann Daidh, from Grace Noble, sold to 
society president, Tom Thomson from Woodneuk for 1,000 
guineas.

Yearling bulls – sponsored by MacPhee and Partners
Section four, class six
First, best yearling bull and winner of the Dounside Challenge 
Bowl - Ceilidh of Mortimers, from Mortimers Farm Ltd, sold for 
1,800 guineas to Willi Bange and Sons and H Hoof, Germany.
Second and reserve yearling bull: Bond of Mottistone, from 
Michael Poland, sold to Mr Kairo Pilviste from Estonia for 1,000 
guineas.
Third: Challenger 4th of Mottistone, from Michael Poland – 
unsold.
Fourth: Macsaul of Achnacroish, from S and I McKay – unsold.

Senior heifers– sponsored by CKD Galbraith
Section � ve, Class seven
First, best senior heifer and overall female champion: Susan 
19th of Ormsary, from Sir William J Lithgow Bt and Son 
(Ormsary), sold to David Smith of Fraserburgh for 5,000 
guineas.
Second, and reserve senior heifer - Peigi Dubh 8th of Inver, 
from Mr John A Lithgow, sold to Mr Graham for 1,600 guineas.
Third: Gruagach 48th of Ormsary, from Sir William J Lithgow 
Bt and Son (Ormsary), sold to Mrs J C Whitehouse, Sussex for 
2,000 guineas.
Fourth: Susan 18th of Ormsary, from Sir William J Lithgow Bt 
and Son (Ormsary) – unsold.

Three year old heifers - sponsored by CKD Galbraith
Section six, class eight
First and reserve three year old heifer: Una Ruadh 48th of 
Pollok, from Glasgow City Council, sold to David Smith of 
Fraserburgh for 1,200 guineas.

Second: Richenda 18th of Ashmore, from Ashmore and 
Strone Estate Ltd – unsold.
Third: Barabal 9th of Pollok, from Glasgow City Council, sold 
to Woodneuk Farms Ltd for 850 guineas.
Fourth: Jenny 4th of Mottistone, from Michael Poland, sold to 
Mr Grant for 1,000 guineas.

Section six, class nine
First, overall three year old heifer champion and reserve 
overall female champion: Hazel 15th of Knockendon, from 
Ronald and Frances Fergie, sold for 1,500 guineas to David 
Smith of Fraserburgh.
Second: Primrose 11th of Knockendon, from Ronald and 
Frances Fergie, sold to Mr David Smith of Fraserburgh for 
1,600 guineas.

Two year old heifers - sponsored by CKD Galbraith
Section seven, class 10
First and reserve two year old heifer: Phiobaidh 109th of 
Balmoral, from HM The Queen, Balmoral Estates – withdrawn 
from sale.
Second: Lorraine of Balnabroich from Michael and Sally Nairn, 
sold to Christoph Klinger of Norfolk for 700 guineas.
Third: Samantha Teresa 2nd of Borland from K Howman – 
unsold.
Fourth: Saskia Of Allanfearn from Maureen MacArthur and 
John Ashton – unsold.

Section seven, Class 11
First, and best two-year-old heifer: Alis 3rd of Borland, from 
K Howman, sold for 2,500 guineas to David Smith of Fraser-
burgh.
Second: Amy Belle of Allanfearn, from Maureen MacArthur 
and John Ashton, sold to North of Scotland Highland Cattle 
Club secretary Veronica Thomson for 1,200 guineas.
Third: Claire 2nd of Balnabroich, from Michael and Sally Nairn, 
sold to Manfred Ruser, Germany for 700 guineas.
Fourth: Bean Ruadh 2nd of Dams, from Mr and Mrs C W 
Wilson, sold to Manfred Ruser, Germany for 600 guineas.

Yearling heifers - sponsored by CKD Galbraith
Section eight, class 12
First, overall yearling champion and winner of the Y W Mok 
Trophy: Milis 1st of Seam, from Mr and Mrs Simon Haley – 
withdrawn from sale.
Second: Lizzie 3rd Of Seam, from Mr and Mrs Simon Haley 
– unsold
Third: Iona Ruadh of Ceannacroic, from Dunlossit (Farming) 
Ltd, sold to Manfred Ruser, Germany for 500 guineas.
Fourth: Fraoch Of Shellachan, bred by Lt Col Colin Stewart 
Winter. Vendor, D Dempster, sold to Manfred Ruser of Germa-
ny for 800 guineas.

Section eight, class 13
First, reserve overall yearling heifer: Eve 6th of Borland, from 
K Howman, sold to Manfred Ruser, Germany for 900 guineas.
Second: Banarach of Shellachan, from Lt Col Colin Stewart 
Winter, sold to J Uhre from Denmark for 2,000 guineas.
Third: Fraochan of Torrie from Mrs H Barker, sold to Mr Chris-
toph Klinger, Norfolk for 800 guineas.
Fourth: Tee Pee Harris 2nd of Ardbhan, from Mr and Mrs AA 
MacDonald, sold to Mr J Uhre, Denmark for 1,200 guineas.

Section eight, class 14
First: Brooke Ruadh of Ceannacroic, from Dunlossit (Farming) 
Ltd, sold to A Hyslop and Son for 500 guineas.
Second: Annie 7th of Kynedor, from CP and MP Bruce, sold to 
A Hyslop and Son for 600 guineas.
Third: Penny Dubh of Mosscairn, from Archie and Kay 
Aitchison, sold to Mr and Mrs D Cran, West Linton for 650 
guineas.
Fourth: Raonaid Riabhag 1st of Ardbhan from Mr and Mrs 
AA MacDonald, sold to Manfreed Ruser, Germany for 800 
guineas.

Cows - sponsored by CKD Galbraith
Section nine, class 15
First, and best cow: Alice Seonag 5th of Glengorm from Mr 
and Mrs Simon Haley, bred by Glengorm – unsold.

Unhaltered females - sponsored by CKD Galbraith
First: Cruinneag 2nd of Ardoran from Ardoran Marine, sold to 
TA Groves for 200 guineas.

Best pair of females, any age
First: Maureen MacArthur and John Ashton (Allanfearn)
Second: Sir William J Lithgow, Bt and Son (Ormsary)
Third: Michael and Sally Nairn (Balnabroich)
Fourth: Mr Donald Dempster (Teaghlach)

Young handlers class – sponsored by All� ex and Fearing
First: Emily Armstrong , aged 10
Second: Jayden McLachlan, aged 8
Third: Donald MacLean, aged 16
Fourth: Beth Noble, aged 13

Other leading prices
• Lot 11 - Leumadair of Glengorm from Glengorm, sold to Mr J 
Uhre from Denmark for 2,500 guineas.
• Lot 13 - Mclatchie Ruadh of Ardbhan from Mr and Mrs A A 
MacDonald, sold to Mr K Hilborn for 2,000 guineas.
• Lot 20 - Donald Dubh of Cailaich from R and S Strachan, sold 
to Mr H Hoof, Germany for 2,500 guineas.
• Lot 28 - Tomintoul 1st of Glengorm from Glengorm, sold to 
Mr H MacPhail, Isle of Mull for 2,200 guineas.
• Lot 30 - Lachlan of Eilean Mor from Karen and Michael 
Macgregor, sold to T A Groves, Dunoon for 2,400 guineas.
• Lot 41 - Braveheart of Mortimers from Mortimers Farm Ltd, 
sold for 1200 guineas to Blairlogan Highlanders.
• Lot 53 - Mairina Ealasaid 9th of Glengorm from Glengorm, 
sold for 1200 guineas to Mr David Smith of Fraserburgh.
• Lot 69 - Sguillin 3rd of Mottistone from Mr Michael Poland, 
sold for 1200 guineas to Mr David Smith of Fraserburgh.
• Lot 73 - Eileen Sean of Killochries, from Killochries Fold, sold 
for 1100 guineas to Mr B Wainwright.
• Lot 77 - Bess Sean 2nd of Killochries from Killochries Fold, 
sold for 1400 guineas to Mr B Wainwright.
• Lot 102 - Seonaid Sineag Gheal 1st of Ardbhan from Mr and 
Mrs A A MacDonald, sold to Mrs D Acella, Italy.

Results 
of the 125th spring show and sale of Highland cattle on Sunday February 14 and Monday February 15

To Let - Two Short Limited Duration Tenancies 
(5 years each) available from 1st April 2016
1.  Grazing by sheep (no cattle) at Lochnameal on the 

Isle of Mull (27 hectares).* 
2.  Grazing for sheep and/or cattle at Ardentinny, 

Argyllshire (two fields totalling 9.31 hectares). 
Preference for one tenant but applications for one 
field or the other will be accepted and considered.*

*  The selection process for interested parties will favour 
new entrants although others will be considered if no 
suitable new entrant is identified.

Details & applications from: raymond.mundie@forestry.
gsi.gov.uk or call 03000 676673 specifying which lot 
interests you. Closing date is 5pm Mon 21 March 2016.

To Let - Two Short Limited Duration Tenancies 
(5 years each) available from 1st April 2016
1.  Grazing by sheep (no cattle) at Lochnameal on the 

Isle of Mull (27 hectares).* 
2.  Grazing for sheep and/or cattle at Ardentinny, 

Argyllshire (two fields totalling 9.31 hectares). 
Preference for one tenant but applications for one 
field or the other will be accepted and considered.*

*  The selection process for interested parties will favour 
new entrants although others will be considered if no 
suitable new entrant is identified.

Details & applications from: raymond.mundie@forestry.
gsi.gov.uk or call 03000 676673 specifying which lot 
interests you. Closing date is 5pm Mon 21 March 2016.

To Let - One Short Limited Duration Tenancy 
(5 years) available from 1st April 2016
1. Grazing by sheep (no cattle) at Lochnameal on 
the Isle of Mull (27 hectares).

The selection process for interested parties will 
favour new entrants although others will be 
considered if no suitable new entrant is identifi ed.

Details & applications from: raymond.mundie@
forestry.gsi.gov.uk or call 03000 676673
specifying which lot interests you.
Closing date is 5pm Monday 21 March 2016.

Ups and downs for Highland 
sale with international fl avour

THE YOUNG handlers’ com-
petition was won by 10-year-old 
Emily Armstrong from the Isle 
of Tiree.

Judge Catherine MacKechnie 
said of her winner: ‘She was in 
here first thing this morning 
washing and grooming her cattle, 
and I was impressed by the way 
she handled her animal. Every-
one, though, has done very, very 
well.’

Emily did a very capable job of 
handling yearling bull Seamus 
Dubh of Balemartine round the 
ring.

In just her third outing as a han-
dler, this was Emily’s first win, 
adding to her second and third 
places in previous competitions.

Proudly showing off her prize 
of a grooming kit, Emily told 
The Oban Times: ‘I feel happy. 
I’ve been doing it for about three 
years now and I really enjoy it.’

Joining Emily in the ring was 
her six-year-old sister, Eva. 
Leading a calf taller than herself, 
this budding handler made it 
look easy, and is sure to be vying 
with her sister for the silverware 
before too much longer.

The future’s bright – the future’s Highland

Above: Stars of the future – Eva 
Armstrong, left,  with her sister 
Emily and their obedient cattle. 

Right: Young handler winner 
Emily Armstrong with Bron 
Campbell of sponsors All� ex, 
centre, and judge Catherine 
MacKechnie. 

This bull’s breath hits the cold air during competition. While sales were 
good this year, trade has been a� ected by the fact that many breeders 

have not received their single farm payment yet.

Donald Dubh of Cailaich with his delighted owner Shirley 
Strachan of Calgary, Isle of Mull. The two-year-old bull sold for 

2,500gns and is o�  to Germany.

Leumadair of Glengormsenior bull, owned by Mr Tom Nelson of Glengorm Estate, with stockman Angus MacColl, sold for 2,500gns.
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Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

e: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk
Telephone 07340367285 or 

01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65 Renault Captur DYN S Nav, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Grey/ Black, Delivery 
Mileage ......................................................................................£15,950
15 Renault DYN, Media/Nav, 1.5Dci, 5Dr, Black, 
Delivery Mileage ........................................................................£12,950
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 
15,250 miles ..............................................................................£12,950
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 10,000 Miles .............£8,995
64 Renault Clio EXP+, 1.2, 5Dr ,Grey ,10,000 Miles ......................£8,950
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles.................................................£5,950
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles .....................£12,995
62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ........£9,450

62 Renault scenic XMode DYN, T/T, DCi, Red, 41,000 Miles ...........£8,500
12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles.....................£5,750
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 
58,000 miles ................................................................................£5,250
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ..........£6,250
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles ........£6,250
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles..............................£2,250

COMMERCIALS

15 Renault Kango ML19 DCi, White, Delivery Mileage, Choice of 2 ... POA
15 Renault Kangoo LL21 DCi 90 Through Van, 2Lt CDV, White, Delivery 
Mileage ............................................................................................ POA

11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White............................................£6,000+VAT
08 Renault Tra�  c LL29 DCi 115, Silver, 57,000 ................................. POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Kangoo 1.2
Renault Scenic 1.6
Citreon Picasso 1.6
Vauxhall Corsa 1.2
Volkswagen Passat DCi
Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A 
MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches.
FIND US 

WD Semple

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Vauxhall Omega Diesel 2003

Tel 01567 820412

First Class Condition, MOT July, 
2016, Worth A Look.
O� ers When Seen.

Call
01631 

568000
to sell your 
car in our 

Drivetimes 
section

Suzuki Grand Vitara 2005

Tel 07789 758473 Kilmartin

2.0L Petrol, 5 Door, 96K 
miles, MOT sept16, Good 
A/T tires,
Lady owner last 6 years, 
well maintained.

£2250 ono.

Volvo XC70 Se Lux 2006 D5

01631 770698 / 07867624679

2.4 diesel, manual, AWD, 
69kmiles. 1Yr mot, Tow 
bracket, leather, full 
electrics pack, service 
history, 5 vgood tyres + 
extra alloy wheel, excellent 
condition

£5,800ono.

SAILING TIMES

TODD TUNA CABIN CRUISER

Tel 0751 6978009

Project, various parts 
include trailer,

engines etc, in Oban
£350

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
touring caravans, camper vans, 

motorhomes, all makes and models, 
any age, mileage or condition.  

Collection anywhere.  
Top cash prices paid.

DRIVE TIMES

CALL ONE OF OUR TEAM NOW
0800 002 9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE IN SCOTLAND

££££ WANTED ££££
DO YOU OR YOUR COMPANY HAVE  VEHICLE(S)  YOU 

ARE LOOKING TO DISPOSE OF? WE BUY ALL 4X4’S AND 
COMMERCIAL TYPE  VEHICLES (OTHER VEHICLES, CARS, 

PLANT, MACHINERY CONSIDERED) ANY AGE, MAKE, 
MODEL, MILEAGE OR CONDITION SINGLE VEHICLES TO 

YOUR ENTIRE FLEET PURCHASED WE COME TO YOU AND 
CAN DO SAMEDAY COLLECTION AND PAYMENTS FOR FAST 

RESPONSE AND A HASSLE FREE SERVICE

Brenderup 15003500kg Plant Trailer

Tel 01546 810197

Double axle in very good 
condition.

£1500

Hyundai i20 1.2

Tel 07760 843546

petrol Style 12000 miles 
excellent condition
Very high spec. £30 road 
tax, still under warranty 
service history.

£6,000

Renault Kangoo Van Diesel, 61 reg

Contact 07500786612

Metallic grey, side loading 
door.
Sat Nav,Air con,electric 
windows,
Roof rack,steel bulkhead,
1 owner, 65000 miles

£4000

Astra Van 56 Plate

07922 171735 / 01866 822094

fold down seats in back, 
MOT Dec, 84,000 miles

£2000 ono 
no VAT

MASSEY FERGUSON 135

07598 712565/07833 151430

1965, 3 cylinder, Perkins 
engine, good tyres, runs 
well.

£2,995 No 
VAT.

Tel 07879 612080

Vauxhall Insignia, SRI CDTI

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

2 litre diesel, 
62 plate, 
16,500 miles, FSH, one 
owner

£10,000 ono

Ford Fiesta (Zetec) TDCI 70

01369 706206 or 07798 665158

62 plate, 5 door hatchback, 
brown/gold, full electrics, 
2 owners from new, 
31,000 miles. Diesel, 
FSH, long MOT, excellent 
condition inside and out.

£7,250
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ELLENABEICH, ISLE OF SEIL
PRETTY 2 BEDROOM 

COTTAGE TO LET
Furnished, gas C/H. Initial 1 year lease.

 Deposit and references. 
No pets or smokers.
£500 pcm plus 

c/tax and utilities
Landlord Registration No: 

237338/130/28011

TEL: 07548741522

Cottage to Let - 
Kilchrenan

2 Bed roomed, Part 
furnished bungalow, 

Oil fired central 
heating. 

£500 per month 
plus bills.

Landlord Reg 
279993/130/20151

Phone 
01866 833352

To Let
1 BEDROOM 

FLAT 
£400 per month

Sea views 
High Standard
Fully Furnished

Soroba
07516978009

Help to Buy 
Scheme extended

Properties for sale
w: www.west-property.co.uk     e: info@west-property.co.uk        t: 01631 569 466

Straven, Tobermory

OIEO £365,000

• Detached
• 5 bedroom property/3 

bathrooms
• Stunning views over 

the bay
• Double garage
• Oil fi red central heating
• EPC Rating - D (65)

A most attractive 5 bedroom, detached, modern property in 
an elevated position above Tobermory, enjoying stunning 
views across the bay to Calve Island and beyond. The 
property which was built 15 years ago, has a pretty garden 
and further large area of land which borders the popular 
Breadalbane Street.

Keld House, Salen

OIRO £270,000

• Detached architect 
designed home

• 4 Bedrooms / 3 bathrooms
• Well serviced, popular 

village location
• Good sized garden with 

ample off street parking
• Light & spacious with 

quality fi xtures and fi tting
• EPC - D (67)

Keld House is a bright and spacious detached house 
situated in the village of Salen on the Isle of Mull. Built 
appox. 8 years ago by a renowned local builder the 
property boasts a range of quality fi xtures and fi ttings 
throughout.

The Cairns, North Connel
• ONLY 2 APARTMENTS 

REMAINING!!
• New development of 2 & 3 

Bedroom Apartments
• Sought after location
• Loch views towards Connel 

Bridge
• Communal garden & allocated 

parking
• AVAILABLE TO VIEW TODAY

 The Cairns, North Connel - ONLY 2 FLATS REMAINING - An 
exciting new development of 2 & 3 bedroom apartments in the 
desirable location of North Connel a hamlet on the north side 
of Loch Etive in Argyll, Scotland. The development comprises 
2 & 3 bedroom apartments, allocated parking and communal 
gardens.

Cove, Victoria Street, Tobermory

OIEO £270,000

• Detached 6 bedroom 
property currently sub 
divided

• 6 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Elevated situation close to 

centre of Tobermory
• Driveway parking and 

easily maintained garden
• EPC Rating - D (63)

A spacious 6 bedroom house currently sub divided into two 3 
bedroom flats. Cove offers a fantastic opportunity of purchase a 
large family home or spacious flat with the potential to generate 
additional rental income as a holiday let or long term rental.

Plot At Sandbank, Isle Of Iona

OIEO £120,000

• Approx. 0.14 acres
• Stunning island location
• Rarely available plot
• Detailed planning 

permission
• Contemporary house 

design
•  Close to shoreline with 

view across the Sound 
of Iona

 Plot at Sandbank, Isle of Iona A rare opportunity to purchase 
a plot with detailed planning permission on the beautiful 
island of Iona. 

Shrublands, Erray Road, Tobermory

OIRO £200,000

• Detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Quite location close to 

centre of Tobermory
• Large mature garden 

with shed
• Excellent family home
• EPC Rating G (09)

 Shrublands is an attractive, well-proportioned 3 bedroom 
detached bungalow situated in a mature garden in Upper 
Tobermory on the Isle of Mull.

Plot at Lochdon, Isle Of Mull

OIRO £55,000

• Plot with previous planning 
permission

• 0.25 acre plot
• Shore frontage
• Services close by
• Sea views

A rare occasion to purchase a sizable plot with enviable 
views over Loch don on the Isle of Mull. The plot, 
approx. 0.25 acre, has previously been granted planning 
permission in principle for a single story 3 bedroom 
dwelling house.

Scarinish, Raeric Road, Tobermory

OIEO £250,000

• Modern detached house
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Large garden
• Open plan lounge/kitchen
• Communal room with 

conversion potential
• EPC Rating - C (78)

Scarinish is a modern architect designed 3 bedroom 
detached house in Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. 
Scarinish provides spacious family sized accommodation 
with conversion possibilities to increase the number of 
bedrooms, create a self contained fl at or to have a large 
living area. 

OIRO £225,000

The Scot-
tish Gov-

ernment has 
announced a 

three-year, £195 
million Help to Buy 

scheme, which will help thousands of 
lower income households buy a new-
build home, with applications for the 
scheme opening March 1.
More than £160 million of new funding 
will be targeted in 2016/17 on home 
ownership schemes to support 5,000 
households to buy their own home.
More than £80 million will go to our es-
tablished Open Market Shared Equity 
Scheme (OMSE) helping up to 2,000 eli-
gible � rst-time buyers on low to moder-
ate incomes. The Help to Buy (Scotland): 
A� ordable Home Ownership scheme will 
help up to 3,000 households next year, 
backed by £80 million equity support to-
wards the purchase price.
Social Justice Secretary Alex Neil said: 
‘I am delighted that we can help 5,000 
home buyers into a� ordable home own-

ership in the coming � nancial year, un-
derpinned by £160 million, which is £35 
million more than originally planned for 
this year. Importantly, this new funding 
is speci� cally targeted to support thou-
sands of low income individuals and 
families across Scotland get on or up the 
housing ladder.
 ‘The funding is also good news in par-
ticular for the SME sector of the housing 
industry. Hundreds of small developers 
will bene� t from people buying new af-
fordable homes across urban and rural 
Scotland.’
Managing partner at West Property Sales 
and Lettings, Nicola MacPhail, welcomed 
the further support for the enormously 
successful scheme which has helped pro-
tect vital jobs and boosted the economy. 
Hopefully this will give developers con-
� dence to build more a� ordable homes 
which is becoming an increasingly rare 
commodity, especially in Argyll. If this 
scheme works along with other incen-
tives it should help local people realise 
their dreams of owning their own home. UNDER OFFER

FOR LEASE
SNACK BAR SITE
FIONNPHORT CAR PARK, ISLE OF MULL
Offers over £2,500 per annum are invited for the summer lease of the above 
mobile snack bar site.
Argyll and Bute Council are prepared to offer the successful bidder an 
annually renewable lease of the site for a maximum of 5 years which will 
allow trading from Easter to the 31st October each year. 
Closing date for offers: Friday 4th March 2016.
For further information contact: 
The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Services, Helensburgh 
and Lomond Civic Centre, 38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG. 
Telephone 01436 658957.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

THE latest UK Residential 
Market Survey has seen a 
rise in new instructions in 
January, which, although 
modest, is very welcome. 
However, with buy-to-let 
investors rushing to get 
into the market ahead of the 
stamp duty hike, the near-
term pressure on prices is 
intensifying despite a higher 
level of supply.

How the tax changes 
planned for the buy-to-let 
sector over the next few years 
plays out remains to be seen, 
but there are concerns raised 
in the survey that existing 
landlords will look to either 
gradually scale back on 
their portfolios or exit the 
market altogether as the more 
penal regime begins to bite. 
Against this backdrop, it is 
perhaps not surprising that 
key indicators point to further 
rent — as well as house price 
— increases.

Summary
• 74 percent of respondents 

expect there to be an increase 
in buy-to-let purchase.

• Supply picks up across UK 
— most notably in London 
where the increase has been 
signifi cant.

• Housing market activity 
on the increase in January as 
demand and number of sales 
rise.

• House prices continue to 
rise across the UK.

Demand still strong
New buyer enquiries rose 

for the tenth successive month 
in January, with the pace of 
growth in enquiries acceler-
ating for a second consecutive 
report. Feedback to the survey 
continues to suggest that the 
recent increase in demand is 
due to a rush of buy-to-let in-
vestors looking to buy before 
the three percent stamp duty 
surcharge comes into effect 
in April. Critically, 74 percent 
of respondents expect there to 
be an increase of purchases 
by buy-to-let investors prior 
to the changes.

As activity in the housing 
market gathers pace overall, 
agreed sales have risen over 
the month at the fastest pace 
since April 2014. The picture 
across the UK is mixed but 
most areas have seen a rise 
in sales since the start of the 
year and further increases are 
expected.

Housing stock on the up
Supply has also gathered 

pace in the past two months 
but stock remains low with 
46 properties per branch from 
44.5, which is still 21 percent 
down compared to a year ago. 
Interestingly, the increase 
was largely concentrated in 
London where a signifi cant 
lift in properties coming to 
the market was recorded in 
January (a net balance of +58 
percent more respondents 
noted an increase). Elsewhere, 
sales instructions across the 
UK were much fl atter.

Even with an improvement 
in supply, the rush to acquire 
buy-to-let property is pushing 

prices up, with 49 percent 
more surveyors reporting 
prices to have risen in Janu-
ary (typically the indicator 
has a six-month lead over 
ONS house price infl ation).

Looking ahead, house pric-
es are projected to rise further 
over the next 12 months, with 
72 percent more contributors 
expecting prices to increase 
rather than fall.

Rental supply still weak
In the lettings market, ten-

ant demand increased once 
more, with all areas of the UK 
seeing a rise in interest from 
prospective tenants during 
the three months to January; 
at the same time, landlord 
instructions were broadly fl at. 
This extends an uninterrupted 
run in which supply has failed 
to keep pace with demand 
stretching back to 2009. As 
a result, expectations point 
to continued rental growth 
in all parts of the UK both at 
12-month and fi ve-year time 
horizons.

The supply of available housing 
has almost halved in 10 years, 
according to the latest National 
Association of Estate Agents 
(NAEA) December Housing 
Market report.

The average number of prop-
erties available per member 
branch in December 2015 fell 
to 37 properties; the joint lowest 
fi gure for 2015 (joint with 
September), and almost half the 
number available in December 
2005 when there were an 
average 72 houses per branch. 
There were 45 houses available 
in December 2014.

While the number of house 
hunters registered per branch 
fell to 374 in December from 
403 last month, an expected 
seasonal trend, the number of 
house hunters per branch has 

gradually increased year on 
year. In December 2014, there 
were 360 potential buyers reg-
istered at each branch, up from 
302 in December 2005.

Low supply affected the 
number of sales in December, 
as NAEA members reported 
an average of seven sales per 
member branch – an expected 
seasonal dip, and the lowest 
recorded in 2015.

Mark Hayward, managing 
director of National Associate 
of Estate Agents, said: ‘Whilst 
we expect fi gures for supply and 
demand to be seasonally low in 
December, 2015 overall does 
not paint a positive picture for 
the housing market.

‘Supply of housing is half of 
what it was 10 years ago, yet 
the number of home buyers on 

the books has been gradually 
increasing. When there is such a 
huge and widening gap between 
supply and demand, a level 
playing fi eld seems further out 
of reach for many would-be 
house buyers.’

First time buyers 
continue to struggle

The Government’s recent 
efforts to help fi rst time buyers 
(FTBs) enter the property 
market such as Help to Buy and 
plans to build new starter homes 
are yet to take effect.

The number of sales to FTBs 
stands at a quarter (24 per 
cent), a two per cent drop from 
December 2014.

Flux in activity ahead of 
stamp duty reforms

The recent buy-to-let reform 
of a three per cent increase to 

stamp duty on buyers’ second 
properties has created move-
ment in the market. Forty-four 
percent of NAEA agents have 
seen an increase in house buyers 
trying to beat these reforms, and 
snap up their properties before 
they come into force in April.

Mr Hayward added: ‘The 
issue of lack of supply needs to 
be solved, but it isn’t going to be 
done anytime soon. We are still 
waiting to see new homes being 
built; and whilst we wait, house 
prices continue to rise. There 
is some potential light for fi rst 
time buyers, however, once the 
new tax rate increase in April 
is in place we may see less 
investment from buy-to-let or 
second home investors, which 
may mean less competition for 
fi rst time buyers.’

Surge of buy-to-let 
investors pushes 
up home prices

• 37 properties 
available in 
December 2015, 
compared to 72 in 
December 2005

• Gradual decline of 
available housing vs 
increase in demand

• 44 per cent of estate 
agents report an 
increase in interest 
from landlords trying 
to beat the BTL 
stamp duty reforms

• NAEA releases 
December Housing 
Market Report

Supply of available housing 
halves in 10 years

PROPERTY GUIDE
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Director’s Personal 
Assistant
Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a Personal 
Assistant to assist the Director/Curator with 
administrative tasks during the development 
phase of the Museum’s Redevelopment 
Project.  This is a part time (18.5 hours per week) 
contract until June 2017 with the possibility of 
further extension, subject to successful funding 
applications.  The salary is £16,031 per annum pro 
rata.  

For more information and an application pack 
please email sue@kilmartin.org or phone Sue 
Creech on 01546 510 278.  Closing date 11th March 
2016, interviews will be held on 21st March 2016.

Vacancy: 1 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operative

Location: Ardtaraig Hatchery, Loch Striven, Dunoon 
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Industry 
producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding mar-
ket. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles of 
Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a sus-
tainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Opera-
tive at our Ardtaraig Hatchery, Argyll.  As part of a small team, they will assist their 
colleagues in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working environ-
ment for all. 

The Role:

The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Freshwater Manager 
for Ardtaraig. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 
• 2 years’ experience working in a Freshwater Hatchery environment
• Ability to participate in an ‘Alarm Duty’ rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will be 
required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position 
and contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send 
your covering letter and CV to vicci.laird@cookeaqua.com by 24 February 2016.

The main responsibilities of the post include arranging and carrying out 
on-site assessment of compliance with the RSPCA standards for animal 
welfare of salmon and trout hatcheries, freshwater and seawater farms, 
hauliers and abattoirs for both new applicants and existing members of the 
Freedom Food scheme.

Successful applicants should have GCSE English and Maths or equivalent 
qualification together with NVQ level 3 or relevant equivalent qualification 
in aquaculture. 5 years proven practical experience of commercial fish 
production together with a knowledge of the food production industry 
(livestock) and legislative requirement are considered essential attributes 
for the post. Direct experience of farm assurance schemes and auditing 
skills is desirable.  

Applicants require excellent verbal communication skills at all levels, 
the ability to plan and organise their own workload, and to work both 
independently or part of a team as necessary.  A full, valid driving licence 
will be essential.

An application form and job description can be requested from:  Anna-Louise 
Sales, Freedom Food Ltd, Wilberforce Way, Southwater, West Sussex, RH13 
9RS or anna-louise.sales@freedomfood.co.uk. We do not accept CVs.

Please send your completed application form to the above address/email 
by the closing date of Friday 4th March 2016.

The RSPCA offers excellent benefits, including private healthcare, defined 
contribution pension scheme, childcare vouchers and employee assistance 
programme

We value diversity and encourage applications from all sections of the 
community.

Ending cruelty, promoting kindness and alleviating suffering to animals

Freedom Food Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the RSPCA, set up to administer the Society’s 
farm assurance welfare labelling scheme and is 
looking for an assessor to undertake salmon 
and trout assessment work in the Scotland, with 
an occasional requirement to travel to other 
parts of the UK and overseas.

The Company 
Grieg Seafood is a leading producer of quality farmed salmon, with a proven 
track record of achievement. The company is the one of Scotland’s largest 
producers of Scottish salmon with an annual production of 20,000 tonne. 
The Role
The Area Manager will be based in Skye. Reporting to the Production Manager, 
the position would initially entail:
• Prioritising and planning all day to day work on 3 salmon farms in Loch 
Dunvegan
• Looking after the health and welfare of all fi sh farm staff  and contractors 
employed within the area
• Monitoring fi nancial and biological performance of the area against budget 
and identifying and reporting deviations
• Oversee the prompt and accurate reporting of production fi gures for all sites 
within the area
• Preparing and submitting operational and capital budgets for the coming year
While the successful candidate will have intra-company support in their 
position, due to the distance between the Dunvegan area and the head o�  ce 
based in Shetland, they will need to be organised and self-reliant.  
Requirements 
The successful candidate will have several years of experience within a sea 
based aquaculture environment.  They will also have previous experience in 
a management role.  While formal qualifi cations in relevant subject areas are 
advantageous, they are not a requirement.  The successful candidate will be self-
motivated, hardworking and a good personnel manager with a strong focus on 
health and safety.
A salary of £50,000 per annum is available for this position.  Performance and 
loyalty based bonuses and a company vehicle are also available for the successful 
candidate. For an informal discussion regarding the post, please contact Grant 
Cumming on 01595741804 or e-mail grant.cumming@griegseafood.com. To 
apply, please contact Suzan Roberts by e-mail or telephone at the address 
below.  

Suzan Roberts, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, 
Shetland ZE1 0PX Scotland (UK)
Tel:  0044 (0) 1595 741800 Fax: 0044 (0) 1595 741806
E-mail: suzan.roberts@griegseafood.com 
http://www.griegseafood.no
Closing date will be Monday the 29th of February 2016.

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the 
following position:

Area Manager – 
Dunvegan, Skye

The Company 
Grieg Seafood is a leading producer of quality farmed salmon, with a proven 
track record of achievement. The company is the one of Scotland’s largest 
producers of Scottish salmon with an annual production of 20,000 tonne. 
Environmental awareness and sustainability are at the heart of our business.  
The Role
The Assistant Area Manager will be based in Skye. Reporting to the Area 
Manager, the position would initially entail:
• Assisting in the prioritising and planning all day to day work on 3 salmon farms 
in Loch Dunvegan
• Looking after the health and welfare of all fi sh farm staff  and contractors 
employed within the area
• Monitoring and maintaining the security and eff ectiveness of all equipment
• Oversee the prompt and accurate reporting of production fi gures for all sites 
within the area
• Identifying and rectifying any problems which might aff ect fi sh health or security
Requirements 
The successful candidate will have previous experience within a sea based 
aquaculture environment.  While formal qualifi cations in relevant subject areas 
are advantageous they are not a requirement.  The successful candidate will be 
self-motivated, hardworking and a good personnel manager with a strong focus 
on health and safety.
A salary of £30,790 per annum plus overtime is available for this position.  
Performance and loyalty based bonuses are also available for this post. For 
an informal discussion regarding the post, please contact Grant Cumming on 
01595741804 or e-mail grant.cumming@griegseafood.com. To apply, please 
contact Suzan Roberts by e-mail or telephone at the address below.   

Suzan Roberts, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, 
Shetland ZE1 0PX Scotland (UK)
Tel:  0044 (0) 1595 741800 Fax: 0044 (0) 1595 741806
E-mail: suzan.roberts@griegseafood.com 
http://www.griegseafood.no
Closing date will be Monday the 29th of February 2016.

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the 
following position:

Assistant Area Manager – 
Dunvegan, Skye

Skyline Winch 
Team required 
for work in North 
Argyll, preferably 
experienced but 
training could be 
given to reliable 

hard workers with 
chainsaw tickets.  

Telephone 
07747016900 after 
7pm or weekends.

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
off er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range of award winning 
publications, off ering high quality advertising packages to local 
businesses.
You will benefi t from on-going training, fi rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and eff ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays

We are looking for a talented
Assistant Store manager

Reporting to the store manager, responsible 
for maximising our sales potential by delivering 
excellent customer service. The candidate will 
also be responsible for assisting in driving local 
promotions and marketing initiatives to create 
additional footfall and sales while maintaining 
our reputation for quality unique jewellery.

Experience in Retail Management in the 
jewellery or related fashion industry is preferred.

We Offer a competitive salary, generous staff 
discount & 28 days holiday per year.

To apply please email your CV along with a 
cover letter to oban@shiptonia.co.uk
Due to the anticipated high volume of applications it may not 
be possible to respond to all applicants.

Comann Eachdraidh Lios Mòr
Lismore Gaelic Heritage Centre
is looking for an enthusiastic and highly motivated 
person/persons to manage its modern and excellent-
ly equipped café for the coming season. The café is a 
well established hub which links locals and visitors 
alike.
Please email your CV and request an application 
pack to lismoremuseum@btconnect.com or tele-
phone 01631 760030. Closing date for completed 
applications 29th February 2016.

Stonemasons and 
Labourers required

For approximately 6 weeks work starting the 
beginning of March. An exciting opportunity 
to work on Dunollie castle phase 2. Excellent 
rates of pay. 

For more information please contact 
Gary Simpson on 07954281154 

or 01697747684.

2 SUPPORT MANAGER VACANCIES IN OBAN
Starting Salary £25,427 per annum

Affinity Trust is a registered UK and Scottish charity that supports individuals 
with a variety of needs to lead independent, dynamic and fulfilling lives. 
Within Argyll & Bute we currently support a range of people with learning 
disabilities and/or mental health support needs as well as many other 
individuals with additional support needs.

Due to continued growth and development we are currently seeking to 
recruit 2 highly motivated Support Managers to be based in Oban. There 
will be travelling required for this role and applicants must hold a full UK 
driving licence.

Affinity Trust is dedicated to offering support for individuals in their 
own homes, providing a safe secure environment whilst maximising 
opportunities within the community.

You will be responsible in providing a strong Leadership approach that 
motivating team members to deliver quality and values driven services 
in accordance with legislation, regulatory standards and contractual 
requirements. You will also be responsible for ensuring that the needs and 
aspirations of the people we support are being met and that this can be 
evidenced.

The successful applicants will be registered with SSSC or be willing to meet 
the requirements for SSSC registration as a manager. Some management 
experience in supported living services or experience in managing support 
for individuals with support needs is desirable.

For all enquiries please contact the Oban Office – 
Affinity Trust, Queens Building, George Street, Oban, PA34 5RZ
Telephone – 01631 571 511 Email – adminoban@affinitytrust.org 

We will be having an open day at the office in Oban on Wednesday 2nd 
March between 4pm & 6pm, if you are interested in this please 
contact us on the number above. 

Closing date – Thursday 10th March 2016

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Skipper
£41,994 Ref 501-SG
Permanent
Small Ferry Division

Applications are invited for the position of Skipper to sail within the CalMac Ferries Limited Small 
Ferry Fleet on the Tayinloan/Gigha route although you may be required to sail on any of the 
vessels within the Small Ferry Division.

You should possess, as a minimum, Boatmaster Tier 1 Level 2 with passenger ship endorsement 
(and RoRo endorsement if BML obtained or revalidated since April 2015) or equivalent and a 
valid ENG 1 Medical. STCW Master less than 500gt near-coastal or OOW unlimited is desirable 
but not essential.

Responsible for the safety of passengers, implementation and compliance with the Company 
Management System onboard, operation of the vessel in accordance with all relevant statutory 
requirements, ensuring that the vessel is fully manned according to MCA Requirements, 
co-ordinating all emergency procedures and conducting onboard drills, assisting in the 
preparation of work list for annual overhaul. 

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care. 

A shift pattern will apply and this will normally consist one week on, one week off. 

Ideally you will live within daily commuting distance of Gigha but a relocation package may be 
available to the successful candidate. 

Closing date: 4 March 2016.

Interviews for this position will be held in the Gourock area during the week commencing 
14th March 2016.

Please apply online at www.calmac.co.uk/careers

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Benderloch, By Oban PA37 1QW  •  www.mckenziecare.com

We are currently recruiting for Full and Part Time Care Assistants 
to join our experienced team at Lynn of Lorne Care Home. 
You will be responsible for implementing the provision of 
quality care for elderly residents, ensuring they each retain  
their dignity and individuality. You’ll also be closely involved  
in the general activities of the Care Home and responsible  
for maintaining a safe and secure environment for residents, 
staff members and visitors. 
Applicants will have experience and a genuine interest in 
working with elderly residents within a caring environment. 
QCF/NVQ in Care is not necessary for this post, however 
candidates should be willing to participate in Vocational  
Training Programmes. 
Applicants should be able to communicate effectively  
at all levels and be comfortable working in a Team.  
Satisfactory Police Check and DBS/CRB check  
applies to this role.

Care Assistants
Full and Part Time Positions Available

To apply, contact lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com or call  
Home Manager Louise Glasgow on 01631 720278.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments 14 days.  
For applications 16/00406/LBC & 16/00501/FUL 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

16/00391/FUL

16/00397/FUL

16/00406/LBC

16/00429/FUL

16/00465/FUL

16/00501/FUL

16/00552/FUL

Development  Address

Land 70m SW of Garden 
House, 
Invergarry

Steam Inn, Mallaig

National Trust for Scotland 
Visitor Centre, Glenfinnan

Ardgour Memorial Hall, 
Clovullin,
Ardgour

Adjacent to Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Centre, 
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Kingshouse Hotel, Glencoe,
Ballachulish

Loch Shiel Garage Ltd,
Acharacle

Proposal Description

Conversion & extension of boathouse 
to create dwelling

Alterations and extension to pub/
restaurant

Installation of a handrail to internal 
stone spine of internal public access 
staircase

Replacement of entrance & 
toilet extension, accessibility 
improvements & landscaping of car 
park

Installation of 1 x DSLAM cabinet 
measuring 1600mm x 450mm x 
1200mm

4 dwellings to serve the Kingshouse 
Hotel

Alterations and extension to vehicle 
repair garage

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF PONTOON WITH 
TWO FINGERS, LANDING STAGE, 
ACCESS GANGWAY AND BRIDGE, 

ULVA FERRY, ISLE OF MULL

Notice is hereby given that Mull and Iona Com-
munity Trust has applied to the Scottish Minis-
ters of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of the 
installation of pontoon with two fingers, landing 
stage, access gangway and bridge at:

 Cost £195,000

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Ulva Ferry,  56º 28.89’ N 006° 09.11’ W
 Loch na Keal, 56º 28.92’ N 006° 09.02’ W
 Isle of Mull 56º 28.91’ N 006° 09.00’ W
  56º 28.88’ N 006° 09.09’ W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Dervaig Post Office and Stores, 
Dervaig, Isle of Mull PA75 6QJ .
Objections relating to safety of navigation or en-
vironmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aber-
deen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of 
this notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@
gov.scot, quoting reference: MCMS/05854
Mull and Iona Community Trust

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 
open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days ofthis advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/03009/PP Erection of two dwellinghouses, installation of two 
septic tanks and formation of vehicular accesses 
(amended design relative to planning permission 
reference 14/03016/PP)

Land East Of Kirkapol House
(Plot 1) And North East Of 3
Kirkapol (Plot2) Isle Of Tiree
Argyll And Bute

Tiree Area Office

15/03483/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 12/02793/PPP (Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse and installation of septic tank)

Land South East Of 
Ardmaddy House Ardmaddy 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

16/00290/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West Of Crannich Farm
(Plot 1) Aros Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA72 6JP

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

16/00291/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West Of Crannich Farm
(Plot 2) Aros Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA72 6JP

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

16/00292/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West Of Crannich Farm
(Plot 3) Aros Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA72 6JP

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

16/00319/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of 
sewage treatment plant

Land North West Of 
Sealladh An Eilein 
Achnacraig Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA65 6AY

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00421/LIB Listed building consent for re-pointing works, new 
led cap to staircase tower, installation of led trays 
to crowsters, coping stones and lightning rods

Duart Castle Lochdon Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA64 6AP

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

R Campbell
Strachurbeg, Strachur
0.1 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.62337

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date of 
this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

J Carson
26 Auchinahard, Kilfinichen 
& Kilvickeon
0.136 ha - Croft house site 
and garden ground 
4.85.61669
Conditions: 3a,4, 8

D Wright
7 Clovulin, Ardgour
0.222 ha - Existing house 
site 
4.86.60810
Conditions: 3b, 4

I Kennedy and Mrs D 
Kennedy
17 & 18 Kilmoluaig, Tiree
0.212 ha – Site of an 
existing cottar house and 
a proposed garage/boat 
shed 
4.86.36612
Conditions: 3b, 4

Mrs W Kennedy and Mrs D 
Kennedy
17 & 18 Kilmoluaig, Tiree
0.038 ha –  the site of an 
existing cottar house
4.86.36613
Conditions: 3b, 4

Mrs H MacAllister
Creag Mhor, Colonsay
0.12 ha – Site for a cafe
4.86.61984
Conditions: 1, 3b, 4

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area 
within 5 years of the 
date of direction and 
notification made to 
Commission within 3 
months of acquisition.
 (3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date 
of the Direction unless an 
application for registration 
of the making of the 
Direction is submitted 
before the expiry of that 
period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Blarmafoldach Common 
Grazings, Kilmallie
Registration Number: 
CG246

Treslaig Common Grazings, 
Ardgour
Registration Number: 
CG251

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

First Registration 
of a Croft

Thomas Lorne Nelson 
has registered their croft 
Achaleven Croft in the 
Parish of Ardchattan and 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 1st November 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.  The croft registration 
number is C2255.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Joan McBeath has 
registered their croft 3 
Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 31st 
October 2016.  Details of 
the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  The 
croft registration number is 
C2294.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Michael Ross MacEachen, 
has registered their croft 1 
Toigal, Arisaig and Moidart 
on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by October 28, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2241.

Oban & Lorn 
Riding for the 

Disabled
Extraordinary 

Meeting
Monday 14 March 

2016 at 7pm
Glencruitten Golf 

Club, Oban

First Registration 
of a Croft

Donald James Galbraith 
has registered their croft 
Bracarina, Glenelg, on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by November 
8, 2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2309.

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

£5.97
including P&P

FROM

£3.97
including P&P

FROM

£3.97
including P&P

FROM

£3.97
including P&P

FROM

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£5.97

£3.97

£3.97

£3.97Arran Banner
Isle of Arran  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£6.47

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£

£

£

£

HURRY!
When they’re gone, they’re goneSALE NOW ON OFF50%

up to

www.obantimes.co.uk/subscribe or call: 01371 851868 QUOTE OTNS0116

Subscribe to the Oban Times and receive

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the 
first 12 editions free is £44.68.  £58 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands 

Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop, Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

+
12 weeks FREE

Save £13
2 FREE CANDLES

Worth £20

Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company



CHIMNEY SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

STOVES L
O
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R
�
I�
�
S

PAINTING & DECORATINGHOME IMPROVEMENTS

SUPPORT HELPLINES
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

COUNSELLING

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship problem?

WE CAN HELP
Appointments are available in 

OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, CAMPBELTOWN & HELENSBURGH
Call 0300 111 0031

www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
SCO23995

OBAN BLINDS

HOHNER 
ACCORDION

Virtuola III, 
excellent condition, 

plays well.

£350ONO
Telephone

07787 841307

BLINDS

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

OLD LITHOGRAPH 
PRINTS Oban and 
surrounding area.  Black 
and white and some 
colour in various sizes.  
Framed and in excellent 
conditions.  prices start 
at £10,  £ Telephone 01631 
564578².
SYLVAC HYACINTH 
PATTERN oval vase in 
cream colour, impressed 
base and still has 
Sylvac Label, excellent 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
01631 564578².

 BABY EQUIPMENT
ASDA BABIES COT 
SET duvet, cot bumper 
and matching electronic 
mobile.  Pink design 
with teddy.  Excellent 
condition.  (Oban),  £10 
Telephone 07795 180964.

 BOOKS
READERS DIGEST 
CONDENSED  Edition, 
in good condition. 4 or 5 
stories per book.  Lot of 
30 books.  Buy 6 min or 
the lot.  £1.00 per book.  
Collect in Oban,  £1 
Telephone 01631 562490.

 BUILDING / DIY
180 METRES  + METAL  
stud ceiling/subframe 
3.6 metre length,  £50 
Telephone 07711 071681.
COFFIN COLD WATER 
TANK 225 litres, 1630 
x 450 x 450, brand new,  
£60 Telephone 07810 
450419.
MAGNUM PLUS 
TOOLBOX good 
condition,  £5 Telephone 
01631 562272.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
RHINO ROOF RACK 3 
bar with stainless steel 
rear roller.  Suitable 
for Fiat Skudo, Citroen 
Dispatch or Peugeot 
Expert,  £60 Telephone 
07810 450419.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

HOME/OFFICE PC black 
mini-tower PC, Core 2 
Duo, 160GB, 2GB, Vista 
Home Premium fully 
updated, 19” monitor, 
keyboard, mouse, 
speakers,  £50 Telephone 
01546 830272.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

MATSUI FRIDGE 55” 
tall, 5 shelves, vegetable 
box,  £50 Telephone 
01852 300218.

VAX POWER WASHER 
1700w - VPW1, never 
used,  £50 Telephone 
01631 564626.
WHITE GOODS brown 
goods and other items that 
would suit a one bedroom 
fl at.  Call Stan Telephone 
07480 626519².

 DOMESTIC PETS
3 COLLIE BITCH PUPS,  
£150 each Telephone 
01631 710247.
CHARLIE yearling 
coloured Jack donkey, 
chipped and papered.  
Quiet to handle,   
Telephone 01631 564085  
or 07990 731845.
COLLIE PUPS FOR 
SALE hand reared, of 
excellent bitch,  one 
dog and two bitches. 
Telephone 01631 760213².

 EQUESTRIAN
FRANCIS WARD 
WARHORSE WATER  
Carrier, 30 litre lilac square 
water container comes 
with a standard lid and tap 
lid.  Cost new £35,  £15 
Telephone 01631 562272.

 FIREARMS
HATSAN ARMS 
COMPANY AIR PISTOL 
Hatsan arms company 
air pistol kit.  In good 
condition,  £40 Telephone 
01631 562272.

 FURNITURE
4 ATLAS FROM ARGOS 
metal headboards.  Sell 
separately,  £14 each ono 
Telephone 07763 175725.
BLUE COMPACT 
ARMCHAIR width 
30.5in, height 30.5in, 
depth 33 in,  £60ono 
Telephone 07763 175725.
BLUE COMPACT SOFA 
length 69.5in, depth 33in, 
height 30.5in,  £90 ono 
Telephone 07763 175725.
BRAND NEW DOUBLE 
DIVAN BED complete 
with 10” orthopaedic 
luxury mattress, still in 
packaging, can deliver, 
cost £450, Will sell £170 
Telephone 07555 644702.
EXTENDING PINE 
TABLE and 6 chairs.  
Good condition,  £500 
Telephone 01397 704658².
SIDEBOARD length 6ft, 
height 3ft, 5 drawers, dark 
wood, good condition,  
£80 Telephone 01631 
710034 or 07881 610729.
SINGLE BED with mattress 
and headboard, £25 
Telephone 01631 562824.
SOLID OAK TABLE 2 
leaves, scrolled legs, 3’ 
square,  £90 Telephone 
01852 300218.

WARDROBES Antique 
pine mirror door 
wardrobe 1 drawer/1 
shelf 48cmW x 58cmD 
x 177cmH +2 matching 
double wardrobes 
96cmW.  In good 
condition,  £50 Telephone 
01586 551658.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

E X A M I N A T I O N 
/ PHYSIO TABLE 
excellent condition, 
rarely used, buyer uplifts,  
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
602226.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX HEATER 
Dimplex Storage Heater,  
£40 Telephone 07917 
167477.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
CHILDREN’S GLOBE 
NIGHT LIGHT in good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
01631 562272.
NEXT CHOCOLATE 
TUFT RUG Next 
chocolate tuft rug 
measurements are 235cm 
long and 174cm wide. 
Perfect condition,  cost 
£185 new,  £75 Telephone 
01631 562272.
NEXT CHOCOLATE 
TUFT RUG Next 
chocolate tuft rug 
measures 204cm long 
and 140cm wide. Perfect 
condition,  cost new £130,  
£50 Telephone 01631 
562272.
VERTICAL BLINDS 
brand new still in 
package, cream colour to 
fi t window 38” long and 
34” wide,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562272.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BATHROOM FLOOR 
UNIT with three shelves, 
frosted glass, in good 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 566811.
ONE CLOSE COUPLED 
wc and cistern,  £30 
Telephone 07711 071681.
ONE METRE 
QUADRANGLE stone 
shower tray plus screen,  
£40 Telephone 07711 
071681.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

CAMP BED green camp 
bed measures 187cm long 
63cm wide and 42cm 
high. Hardly used in 
excellent condition comes 
with bag,  £15 Telephone 
01631 562272.
RUCK SACK 50L as new,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
564626.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 
of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and 
conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
TV AND FM AERIALS 
selection of new and 
used some with brackets. 
Offers. Telephone 01631 
562824.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BCA TRACKER 
A V A L A N C H E  
Transceiver with body 
harness.  Ex-mountain 
rescue equipment. Some 
minor cosmetic damage 
but fully functional,  £85 
Telephone 07900 247480.
DUNLOP GOLF CLUBS 
new and unused. Set of 
irons, metal woods and 
black stand bag, bargain 
at,  £70 Telephone 01631 
564578².
GARMIN GPS 60 
Garmin GPS 60 handheld 
GPS unit. Ex-mountain 
rescue equipment. 
Good condition and 
fully functioning,  £45 
Telephone 07900 247480.

 PET ACCESSORIES
HAMSTER CAGE  hardly 
used comes with hide, 
water bottle and mineral 
lick,  £5 Telephone 01631 
562272.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

B U S I N E S S 
STATIONERY Design 
and printing of letterheads, 
comp slips and cards, for a 
hassle free service contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day. Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TRAILERS
WOODEN TRAILER 
length 5ft, width 3ft, depth 
4ft 5in,  £50 Telephone 
01586 551942.

 WANTED
RED GRANITE large 
quantity of used red 
granite or other (not 
sandstone) for new 
building.  Will uplift or 
demolish.  Telephone 
07760 888165.

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 
the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 
unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

PHOTO 
ORDERS A4 

photograph 

£6.76

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times offi ce 

with the date of publication and the code 
printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Fort William offi ce
Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

Oban offi ce
PO Box 1
Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

email: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for 
the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost 
of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any 
newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until 
the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to 
raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

GRADUATION

Eilidh M MacFadyen
Daughter of Lachie and Wilma MacFadyen, Isle of Tiree, 
granddaughter of the late John and Mairi MacFadyen of 

Kerrera and Tiree and of the late John and Helen Buchan of 
Crianlarich. Eilidh graduated from Sabhal Mor Ostaig with 
a BA in Gaelic and Traditional Music. She is about to take a 

post at Sabhal Mor Ostaig.

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

LIFE lines
Europe
I WAS six years 

old when the United 
Kingdom joined the 
European Union, so I did 
not care. As a teenager 
I took greater interest 
in the changing face of 
Europe, in particular 
the struggles and 
triumphs of the Polish 
trade union Solidarity 
and what appeared 
to be a softening of 
Eastern Bloc military 
protectionism and 
single-party state 
politics. In 1989 the 
Berlin Wall was pulled 
down, reuniting East 
and West Germany 
for the first time in 

three decades, and this 
symbolic occurrence 
heralded the beginning 
of the end of the cold 
war – a horrifying 
stalemate that had 
threatened world peace 
since the end of the 
Second World War. 

In the 1990s 
communism collapsed 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe creating a 
closer neighbourhood 
of states, culminating 
in the completion of the 
Single Market to protect 
the free movement of 
people, goods, services 
and currency – operating 
trade conditions in 

force to this day. The 
Treaties of Amsterdam 
and Maastricht defined 
union-wide defence and 
environmental policies, 
and the Schengen 
Agreement encouraged 
thousands of people to 
work and study in other 
countries, improving 
communications and 
cultural understanding.

The UK government 
will this week try to 
negotiate different 
terms of membership 
of the European Union, 
and has committed 
to a referendum on 
future membership 
if its demands are 

not met. Like any 
other partnership, the 
European Union’s 
success depends on 
members exerting 
equal effort, or their 
best effort according 
to their capabilities. 
Steadfastly outside the 
Eurozone and reluctant 
to share responsibility 
for refugees, the UK 
government may not 
be in the strongest 
bargaining position. 
There are generation-
changing implications 
for every resident of 
these islands if they get 
it wrong.

JA

Thought for the week

DO BIG BOYS CRY? 
“Definitely not,” was 
the answer when I was 
growing up. “Keep 
the stiff upper lip at 
all costs.” That has 
changed. Andy Mur-
ray’s tears when he lost 
that Wimbledon final 
gained him respect, 
not derision. We have 
learned that there 
is a time for tears, 
especially when you 
are concerned with the 
things that matter most. 
No surprise then that 

there were tears when 
Jesus was around. One 
time he was having din-
ner, reclining at a low 
table as they did, when 
there was a bit of a com-
motion. A woman had 
arrived, approached 
Jesus and burst into 
tears. In fact, her tears 
were falling on his feet. 
To Jesus’ stiff-upper-lip 
hosts this was highly 
embarrassing. But not 
to Jesus himself. Being 
in the forgiveness busi-
ness he could see what 

was going on. Here 
was a woman who had 
been forgiven much 
and whose heart was 
bursting with gratitude 
and love. No wonder 
there were tears. It 
is not a time for cool 
detachment when you 
have been forgiven for 
all your failures and 
you are embarking on a 
new life brimming with 
hope and promise. 

Kenneth Ross
Parish Minister, 

Netherlorn

As Jesus put it, “Her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven – for she loved much. 
But he who is forgiven little, loves little” 
(Luke 7:47).

 THE Right Rev Dr Angus 
Morrison, Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, will 
make history Tuesday, by ad-
dressing the General Synod 
of the Church of England. 

It is believed to be the first 
time a serving Moderator 
has been invited to speak at 
the Synod, and is certainly 
the first time in living mem-
ory.

The Synod itself is set to 
create history as it considers 
the proposed Columba 
Declaration, which would be 
the first formal agreement 
between the Church of 
Scotland and the Church of 
England. Dr Morrison spoke 
to the General Synod on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

During their visit to Lon-
don, Dr Morrison and Mrs 
Marion Morrison will be 
staying at Lambeth Palace 
with the Archbishop of Can-

terbury Justin Welby and 
Mrs Caroline Welby. 

Dr Morrison said: ‘I feel it 
a real honour to be invited 
as Moderator to address the 
General Synod. Through 
the historic Columba Dec-
laration we are proposing to 
commit ourselves to growing 
further in communion and 
to strengthening our part-
nership in mission. 

‘By formally recognising 
the long ecumenical partner-
ship between our churches, I 
believe we will advance our 
shared mission of spreading 
the Christian message of the 
Gospels.

‘It will be a great pleasure 
to stay at Lambeth Palace 
and both Marion and I are 
looking forward to renew-
ing our relationship with 
Archbishop Justin and Mrs 
Welby. I hold Archbishop 
Justin in the highest esteem 
both as a person and for his 

leadership at the Church of 
England during these very 
challenging times.’

Six years in the making, the 
Columba Declaration builds 
on ecumenical work under-
way for more than a decade. 

The proposed agreement 
lays out a path forward for 
closer cooperation between 
the two national churches.  

The 15-page Declaration 
focuses on shared Christian 
beliefs and emphasises the 
importance of continuing to 
nurture relationships with 
other Christian denomina-
tions, especially the Scottish 
Episcopal Church and the 
United Reformed Church. 

The Bishop of Chester will 
propose that the Synod ac-
cepts the Columba Declara-
tion. The General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland 
will discuss the proposed 
agreement in May.

Historic address at the 
General Synod of The 
Church of England

The Right Rev Dr Angus Morrison, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland.

ENGAGEMENTS

MACLEOD - MACLEAN - 
Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Jodi, eldest daughter of Ivor 
& Anne MacLeod, Bunessan 
to Jamie, son of Nancy and 
the late Lachlan MacLean, 
Knock Farm, Isle of Mull. 

GOLDEN WEDDING

PROSSER - CLARKE 
- Frank to Margaret on 
February 19, 1966 at St 
John’s Cathedral, Oban, by 
Provost Copeland.
Present address: Solihull.

DEATHS

MACDONALD -  Peacefully, 
in the care of the Belford 
Hospital, on Sunday February 
14, 2016, Donald MacDonald 
aged 85 years. Loving brother 
of Ishbel and brother-in-law 
of Joe, also a much loved 
uncle and friend. Requiem 
Mass will be held tomorrow 
(Friday) February 19, 2016 
at 12 noon in St. Margaret’s 
R.C Church, Roy Bridge; 
thereafter to Cille Choirill 
Cemetery. Family fl owers 
only please. R.I.P.
MACFADYEN - Suddenly  
at home in Carn Farm, Port 
Charlotte, Donald, aged 
85 years beloved husband 
of Isabel and much loved 
father of Duncan, Janice, 
Donald and late Neil and 
greatly missed grandfather. 
Interred in Kilchoman, Islay 
on February 15, 2016. (Sadly 
missed by all who knew him).
McGREGOR - Peacefully at 
Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy 
on Friday February 5, 2016. 
Elizabeth (Beth) Henderson 
McGregor (née Smith), aged 
87 years, beloved wife of the 
late A. Murray McGregor. 
Much loved aunt and great-
aunt, who will be sadly 
missed. Private family service 
upon Beth’s wishes.
McKINNEY - Suddenly 
on February 13, 2016 in 
Morriston Hospital, Swansea, 
Farquhar (Farry), husband of 
the late Hazel, dear father of 
Ian and Lorne and the late 
Fiona and Stewart. Sadly 
missed. RIP.
ROSS - Lorraine Ruth Ross, 
sadly departed February 12, 
2016,  peacefully at Lynn of 
Lorne nursing home. Thank 
you for the superb care and 
attentiveness from the staff 
there and from Carr Gomm, 
and to Lorn Medical Centre 
for helping mum fi ght with 
dignity till the bitter end. 
Beloved wife and mother, 
you were the strongest, 
bravest women I have ever 
known and our love for you 
is eternal. You will always 
be with us in our hearts and 
minds, the breeze in our 
hair on a windy day, and 
the whispering through the 
trees. Rest now, we shall 
meet again. Love always and 
forever your loving husband 
and daughter xxx

SCOBIE - Peacefully, at 
Oban Hospital on February 
12, 2016, Kenneth (Ken) 
Chalmers Scobie, of 
Caledonia, Tarbert Road, 
Ardrishaig, in his 80th 
year, dearly loved husband 
of Jane, a dear brother to 
Ruth, a much loved uncle 
of Lorna and Duncan and 
great uncle, and a very 
good friend and neighbour. 
Funeral service will be held 
at Cardross Crematorium, 
today Thursday, February 18 
at 1.15pm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACNAB - Tinga, Kirsty, 
Janet, Sandra and families 
would like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the enormous support and 
kindness received during 
Ali’s illness and since his 
death. Sincere thanks to the 
staff at the Beatson Hospital 
in Glasgow who cared for 
Ali with such kindness and 
dignity and to the staff on 
ward I in the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in Oban for their care 
and compassion both to Ali 
and ourselves. To Ali’s many 
friends who took time to visit, 
send cards and gifts - your 
kindness and generosity was 
much appreciated. Thank you 
to the Rev. Tommy MacKinnon 
for a comforting and uplifting 
service. To everyone who 
travelled from far and wide 
for the funeral, your presence 
was a comfort. To Duncan and 
Ina at M & D MacLeod for 
the sympathetic and effi cient 
service. £820 has been donated 
to Oban Coastguard (which 
was such an important part of 
Ali’s life) and Oban hospice. A 
very special brother, uncle and 
friend who was loved and is 
mourned by many. Will never 
be forgotten. 
SINCLAIR - The family of 
the late Nancy Sinclair would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, cards 
and fl owers following the sad 
loss of their treasured mother 
and gran. The kindness shown 
with calls, visits and gifts 
of food and baking. Thanks 
to carers, Drs MacTaggart 
and Jackson and the support 
and care received in her fi nal 
few weeks from all staff at 
Gortanvogie Care Home. 
Thanks to Jean and Craig 
MacAffer Funeral Directors 
for their caring and effi cient 
funeral arrangements. To 
Rev Angus Morrison and 
Rev Jim McNulty for their 
touching service.  To Alastair 
McPherson for his reading, 
Jean Campbell, the organist 
and to James Carmichael for 
his beautiful piping. Thanks 
also to The Islay Hotel for an 
excellent purvey and thanks 
to all who attended the service 
and graveside and to all who 
travelled from the mainland. 
The sum of £420 was collected 
and will be donated to St Johns 
Church and Gortanvogie Care 
Home.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL - Remembering 
our devoted dad John, who 
passed away February 20, 
1986.
Memories most precious.
- Avril and John.
FERGUSON - Loving 
memories of a much loved 
wife, mum, granny, sister and 
aunty. Georgina (Ina) who 
died on February 18, 2012. 
We have you in our hearts. 
Love always. 
- DJ and family x
LAMONT - In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Joanne who passed away on 
February 17, 2009.
Always loved and 
remembered by her sister Ann
LOCKHART - Violet, 
February 18, 2013. In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother.
Sorely missed. Also Louis, 
who died September 27, 
1984.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Family in Dundee.
MACARTHUR - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
John, died February 21, 2010 
and our son John, died March 
25, 2010.
- From all the family at 
Middleton, Tiree.
MACAULAY - Precious 
memories and Ian a loving 
husband, dad and grampa 
who passed away on February 
20, 2013.
You left us precious memories 
Your love is still our guide
And though we cannot see 
you
You are always at our side
- Mary, Neil, John and Ginah, 
Oban, Bulgaria and Nigeria
We will always love you 
grampa
- Emma, Callum and Jay, 
Glasgow and Dundee
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
mother, gran & great gran, 
Margaret MacDonald
who passed away on February 
21, 2005. Sorely missed, also 
remembering loved ones 
gone before.
Carson ma ta bhios sibh ri 
bron mar dhream gun dochas 
mor am bheil sa ‘bhas ach 
teachdair sith gan gairm gu 
Rioghachd na gloir
Dear Mam give our love to Da.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughters, Maryfl ora, Sandra, 
May Margaret and families.
MACFARLANE - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
aunt, Cathy, who was killed 
so tragically on the road on 
February 19, 1991.
Forever in our thoughts and 
always in our hearts. 
- Inserted by Flora MacGillivray 
(sister) and Corinne Barrie 
(née MacGillivray).
MACKIE - In loving 
memory of my dear wife Lily 
(May) who passed away on 
February 19, 2015. Forever in 
my heart.
- Bill

MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of Mary, a much
loved wife, mum, mother-in-
law and granny, who passed
away on February 20, 2007.
Forever in our hearts.
- Willie, Fiona, Robert, Janet
and families.
McCALLUM - In loving 
memory of our dear parents
Donald who passed away 
January 11, 2005 and Joan,
passed away February 18, 
2015. Also remembering our 
Aunts, Katie Mactaggart,  
passed away February 25, 
2005 and Bella Garner 
passed away March 13, 2006. 
Cherished memories also 
of our dear sister, Phemia 
Gillies, passed away March 
17, 1979.
Always in our thoughts.
- Florrie and Cathie and 
families
POULTON - Remembering 
my baby son Danny, who 
died on February 15, 1992, 
aged three days.
Forever in my heart.
- Mum
ROBERTSON - In memory 
of my husband Tom, who 
passed away February 18, 
2011.
Always remembered.
- Jean.
SUTHERLAND - Precious 
memories of our dearly loved
son Innes, taken from us on
February 14, 1999, aged 
21years.
There is a place in our hearts
that is yours alone
A part of our lives no one can
own
Deep in our memories you are
with us yet
To love, cherish and never
forget
Loved and remembered
everyday.
- Mum and Dad xx.
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 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs, the new-

look Scots Heritage magazine 
is an unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

www.obantimes.co.uk/subscribe or call: 01371 851868 QUOTE OTNS0116

Subscribe  

to the 
Oban Times 
and receive

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the 
first 12 editions free is £44.68.  £58 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands 

Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop, Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

+
12 weeks FREE

Save £13
2 FREE CANDLES

Worth £20

Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company
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Oban Athletic       1
Helensburgh     2
West of Scotland AFL
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Pool

SCOTLAND’S ski areas are 
delighted with how this season is 
shaping up. 

Chairwoman of Ski-Scotland 
Heather Negus said: ‘We are 
absolutely delighted that so many 
skiers and snowboarders are 
coming out to celebrate the great 
snow at our ski areas with all five 
mountain resorts operating.

‘World Snow Day on January 
17 brought new people to the 
venues, particularly children.

‘Nevis Range, Glencoe Moun-
tain and CairnGorm Mountain 
all participated and reported 
a great turn out for all the fun 
events that were organised. 

‘The Lecht also hosted a suc-
cessful Rail Jam and the eastern 
access to Glenshee was restored 
earlier than expected. So each of 
the five snowsports areas are able 
to make the best of their great 
snow cover.’

Over recent weeks, the five 
areas reported ‘skier days’ well 
in excess of 18,000. This is much 
higher than would be expected 
and gives an excellent start to 
what promises to be a good 
season.

Scotland’s five mountain ski 
areas are:
CairnGorm Mountain, near 
Aviemore
Glencoe Mountain Resort be-
tween Tyndrum and Ballachulish
Glenshee Ski Centre between 
Blairgowrie and Braemar
Nevis Range, near Fort Wil-
liam
The Lecht Ski Centre, between 
Strathdon and Tomintoul
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Paul Carmichael races down the wing in the second half .
15_t08athletic01.

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ................................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode .................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ......................................................
Winners will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  
Tickets do not include travel or parking. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners 
may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not 
open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing 
this page and submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date 
for entries is midnight, Tuesday February 23, 2016.

WIN!
a place on 
a tall ships 
sailing 
experience

Question: Which device would you most 
commonly use to secure a boat to the sea bed? 
a) Anchor b) Paddle c) Buoy

The Oban Times has teamed up with Maybe Sailing 
to o� er one lucky reader a sailing experience of a 
lifetime.

Can you picture yourself sailing through the Great 
Glens on the Caledonian Canal, hunting for Nessie 
on Loch Ness and exploring Loch Linnhe on board 
a classic tall ship? This could be your chance to 
take your turn on the helm, help hoist the sails or 
sit back, relax and soak up the Scottish sunshine. 
All meals and refreshments are included on this 
amazing voyage.  To � nd out more about Maybe 

Sailing and their range of sailing experiences visit 
www.maybe-sailing.com

For your chance to win a place on this fantastic 
sailing experience from Inverness to Oban, April 
22 to 24 2016, simply answer this easy question, 
complete the form below and post to Sailing Comp, 
The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
This hands on experience involves climbing steep 
stairs and sleeping in a shared bunk room. Entrants 
must be physically � t. Entries must be received by 
Tuesday February 23, 2016. 

Worth £250

Inverness to Oban, 
April 22 – 24, 2016.

Skiing

Scotland’s 
ski centres 
delighted 
at start to 
the new 
season

IT WAS a busy - and a wet -  weekend recent-
ly for Tarbert Gun Club.

Saturday February 6 saw Craig Samborek, 
along with his friends and family, enjoying a 
day of shooting at Barmore, all in aid of the 
Scottish Air Ambulance Service.

With some cash still to come in, the shoot-
ers raised in excess of £400 for the charity.

The rain that drenched Saturday’s crack-
shots continued into the following day, 
Sunday, for the February winter league team 
shoot. So wet was it that club president, Brian 

Hardy shooters raise cash for air ambulance service 
Craig Samborek’s shooters � nd shelter during their charity shoot on February 6. 

THE GORDON and Strathern 
Limited-sponsored Oban Pool 
League returned to domestic 
duties last Thursday evening 
minus the showpiece fixture of 
the week.
 Unfortunately various work 
commitments forced the post-
ponement of leg three of the 
Super Six Series between the Lo-
chavullin’s Cellar and Lancaster 
A, however the remaining four 
matches proceeded undeterred.

Lochnell had no problem grab-
bing the limelight in their foes’ 
absence as they made the short 
journey over the bridge to face 
Connel rivals the Gluepot. 

Derby fixtures can be potential 
banana skins especially when 
considered one-sided affairs, 
with complacency seeing many 
challengers slip-up in previous 
campaigns.

Lochnell weren’t about to suc-
cumb were others have faltered 
and, despite yielding the opening 
doubles, they mercilessly reeled 
off six matches without reply. 

The two points were bagged 
by claiming four of the next five 
matches to join Lancaster A at 
the summit with only game dif-

OBAN POOL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE 
                                             P   W  D   L    Ff   Fa  Fd   Pts
1 Lancaster A                8    8    0   0    77   19   58   16
2 Lochnell          9    8    0   1    79   29   50   16
3 Lochavullin’s Cellar    8    7    0   1    67   29   38   14
4 Markie Dans A          9    5    1   3    68   40   28   11
5 Lancaster B              9    5    0   4    61   47   14   10
6 Gluepot             9    4    0   5    50   58   -8     8
7 Markie Dans B        9    3    1   5    50   58   -8     7
8 Lochavullin         8    2    0   7    40   68  -28    4
9 Wide Mouthed Frog   8    0    0   8    14   82  -68    0
10 Outreach                8    0    0   8    10   86  -76    0

Athletic pay the penalty in top-of-
the-table clash with Helensburgh
OBAN ATHLETIC missed 
an opportunity to go top of the 
league last Saturday when they 
welcomed Argyll rivals Helens-
burgh.

The Oban side were defeated 
2-1 by fellow title contenders on 
the all-weather pitch at Oban 
High School.

The game kicked off at 3.15pm 
and both teams had their fair 
share of early chances and 10 
minutes into the game Helens-

Mark Robertson shields the ball during last Saturday’s match against Helensburgh. 15_t08athletic02.

burgh were gifted an opportunity 
when Athletic struggled to clear 
their lines and the ball fell nicely 
for the away side’s striker, but he 
was unable to connect cleanly 
and his effort trickled passed the 
post. 

Over the bar
The home side wasted no time 

and in the very next attack Paul 
Carmichael had his chance to 
break the deadlock when the ball 
was played through to him and, 
with only the keeper to beat, the 
Oban striker put his foot through 
the ball but his shot sailed over 
the bar.

Athletic continued to put pres-
sure on the opposition’s defence 
and it almost paid off after a 
cross came into the box. 

The ball fell to Carmichael, but 
his goal-bound shot was tipped 
over for a corner by Brendan 
Campbell.

Helenburgh tried to put the 
Athletic back four under pres-
sure, but Craig Campbell cleared 
a dangerous situation

Carmichael had a great op-
portunity to get his name on 
the scoresheet, but again he was 
unable to keep his shot down and 
the ball flew over the bar.

Helensburgh broke the 
deadlock when Brooks Tadlock 
headed home after his teammate 
David Sinclair crossed the ball 
into danger area.

Athletic almost equalised 
straight away. 

Craig Campbell played the ball 
through to Stephen Kelly, who 
picked out Carmichael with a fine 
pass but Carmichael was unable 
to beat the ’Burgh keeper and his 
shot, which was floating towards 
the top corner of the net, was 
tipped over the bar.

Off the line
From the resultant corner Craig 

Campbell beat his man in the air, 
but a defender was on hand to 
clear the ball off the line.

The home side started the 
second half well and forced the 
Helensburgh keeper to come off 
his line to clear, but because of 
the wind the ball hung in the air 
and a mix up in defence allowed 
Carmichael to round the goal-
keeper and slot the ball home to 
make the score 1-1. 

He then almost made it two 
after an awkward bounce caught 
out the visiting defence and he 
drove into the box but again his 
shot was too high and went over 

the bar.
The game was stretched now 

and it was end-to-end stuff.
Helensburgh were awarded a 

free kick taken by Douglas Black 
whose cross was headed back 
across goal and Scott Pedro was 
on hand to head the ball into the 
back of the net to claim the away 
side’s second goal of the game 
and made the score 2-1.

Athletic had a geat opportunity 
to draw level when Carmichael 
was brought down in the box 

leaving referee John Stobbo no 
option but to award a penalty kick

The striker was entrusted with 
the spot kick but his shot hit the 
post and went out for a goal kick.

The last chance of the game 
fell to Athletic’s Ryan Campbell 
whose  half-volley hit the under-
side of the bar before being gath-
ered by ’Burgh keeper Brendan 
Campbell. 

There was no further scoring 
with the visitors coming out on 
top by the odd goal in three.

Athletic find themselves in third 
place in the league, four points 
behind Helensburgh with a game 
in hand and level on points with 
Duntocher but Duntocher have 
thee games in hand

Athletic are back in action on 
Saturday when they travel to 
Greenock to take on Bellaire in 
the quarter final of the League 
Cup.

ference now separating the sides, 
although the latter has a game 
in hand. The focus of the week 
was very much on the battle for a 
top five spot, with the Gluepot’s 
defeat allowing Markie Dans 
A the opportunity to put some 
breathing space between some 
of the outfits in contention.  A 
relatively comfortable victory 
was secured away to Outreach 
to remain in fourth position and 
hopefully put an end to their 
kamikaze performances which 
has been hindering them of late.

Hot on their heels and occupy-
ing fifth are Lancaster B, who 
dispatched the Lochavullin with 
the minimum of fuss for their 
third consecutive league win.  

This has been the best run of 
form Lancaster B have shown for 
nearly two years and with Markie 
Dans A next on the horizon to-
night (Thursday), will give them 
a chance to jump up into the lofty 
fourth spot overthrowing their 
opponents in the process.

The cup giant killers Markie 
Dans B welcomed the Wide 
Mouthed Frog in the concluding 
tie of the week with the firm 
intention of holding on to the 

coat-tails of those above them. 
Seizing all three of the opening 

doubles to re-iterate their ambi-
tions and despite six exception-
ally close single battles, Markie 
Dans B showed maturity to edge 
five of them and continue some 
impressive form.  

Tonight’s fixtures will once 
again be diluted because, for the 
fourth year in a row, Oban Pool 
League has representation at 
the European Championships 
in France.  Financial restraints 
curtailed several of Oban’s 
household names attending, but 
Geo Adam and Chris Anton, 
both from Lochavullin’s Cellar, 

will put on the tartan waistcoat 
with the best of wishes from the 
Oban pool fraternity.  

Results: February 11 - Lo-
chavullin’s Cellar P-P Lancaster 
A; Outreach 2-10 Markie Dans 
A; Gluepot 2-10 Lochnell; 
Markie Dans B 10-2 Wide 
Mouthed Frog; Lancaster B 10-2 
Lochavullin.

Fixtures: February 18 - Glue-
pot P-P Lochavullin’s Cellar; 
Markie Dans B v Lancaster A; 
Lancaster B v Markie Dans A;  
Wide Mouthed Frog v Lochnell; 
Lochavullin v Outreach.

Super Six Series clash postponed
THE CAMANACHD Association is to support a 
coaching opportunity provided by Highlife High-
land.

‘Great People, Great Clubs’ is taking place at 
Dingwall Academy on Saturday February  27 and 
Sunday February 28.

Interested
The weekend has been organised with the needs 

of the Dingwall Community Sport Hub Clubs to 
the fore, however, it is open to any coach interested 
in attending.

The Saturday is for all club members; offering a 

Coach, volunteer and club development

mixture of generic workshops and information ses-
sions. This day is free of charge (including lunch).

The Sunday has sports specific sessions from 
badminton, cricket, and cycling to dance.  

Also running throughout the day is a first aid 
course.

Priority bookings are for the Dingwall Commu-
nity Sport Hub clubs but after that it is first come 
first served.  For further information contact Elissa 
Steven on 07788 387603. 

Coaching weekend

Baird, harboured thoughts about cancelling 
the day’s shooting. But the sight of compet-
itors arriving, after having travelled from 
places such as Glasgow and Dumbarton, 
convinced him otherwise.

In all, a very healthy total of 50 shooters, or 
10 lines, took their places for the event.

Ally McDonnell came out as top shot for 
the day and, with one shoot to go this season, 
Brian Baird’s team remain top of the league.

Special mention, however, goes to 13-year-
old Matthew Peden, who beat many more 

experienced competitors to win his class.
Class A: 1 Ally McDonnell, 2 Bob McColl, 

3 John Paton. Class B: 1 Niall Wilson, 2 Roy 
Laird. Class C: 1 Archie MacGilp, 2 Lynn 
MacDonald, 3 Jonathan Gargan. Class D: 
1 Bill Bidmead, 2 Jack Campbell, 3 Lorne 
Harvey. Class E: 1 Matthew Peden, 2 John 
Winnard, 3 Archie Currie. Top team: Brian 
Baird, Niall Wilson, Archie MacGilp, Ste-
phen MacSporran and John Winnard.

Shooting
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Football

Shinty

Saturday March 5
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart v Oban Camanachd
Kingussie v Lochaber
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Kyles Athletic v Fort William
Skye v Lovat

Marine Harvest National Division 
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Ballachulish
Inveraray v Bute
Inverness v Beauly 
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Fort William v Beauly
Lovat v Skye
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel
Strathglass v Kingussie

Marine Harvest South Division 1
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic
Lochside Rovers v Inveraray
Oban Celtic v Col Glen
Taynuilt v Strachur

Marine Harvest North Division 2
Aberdeen University v Inverness 
Boleskine v Kilmallie
Caberfeidh v Lewis
Lochaber v Lochcarron
Strathspey v Glengarry 1.30pm

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
Bute v Oban Lorn
Dunoon v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Tayforth v Aberdour

Opening day of the 
season’s  � xtures

Saturday February 20
Aberdour v Bute 1sts & 2nds
at Silversands, Aberdour
Boleskine v Kilmallie 2nds
at Smith Park, Farr
Fort William v Kyles Athletic
at An Aird, Fort William
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Kingussie 
at  Peterson Park, Yoker
Glenorchy v Oban Lorn 
at the Mart Park, Dalmally
Glenurquhart v Kilmallie
at Blairbeg, Drumnadrochit
Inverness v Kinlochshiel
at the Bught Park, Inverness
Kingussie v Strathspey
at The Dell, Kingussie
Lochside Rovers v Newtonmore
at Ganavan
Lovat 2nds v Glenurquhart 2nds 
at Balgate, Kiltarlity 1pm start
Newtonmore v Lochaber
at The Eilan, Newtonmore
Oban Celtic v Inveraray
at Mossfield Park
Skye v Beauly
at Pairc Nan Laoch, Portree
Strathglass v Caberfeidh
at Cannich
Taynuilt v Glengarry
at Taynuilt

This weekend’s 
friendly � xtures

Results
Saturday February 13
Lochaber 6 - 2 Fort William
Oban Celtic 1 - 2 Fort William
Newtonmore 8 - 0 Inveraray
Kilmallie 1 - 1 Oban Camanachd
Inverness 0 - 4 Kilmallie
Boleskine 3 - 4 Lochcarron
Tayforth 5 - 0 Oban Lorn 

OBAN Saints 14-game unbeaten 
run finally came to an end at 
Glencruitten last Saturday 
afternoon against the seemingly 
invincible Colville Park.
 The Motherwell side, who had six 
Scottish Amateur international 
players in their ranks, have won 
every one of their matches this 
season and their class coupled 
with a fantastic work ethic was 
too tough a nut for Saints to 
crack.
 However, as the scoreline would 
suggest, Saints were far from 
disgraced and ran their strongly 
fancied opponents very close in a 
tight, keenly contested match.
 The match was widely consid-
ered to be the tie of the round 
and as such was selected by 
online television station Affinity 
TV as their featured match.

Manager Alex Craik made one 
change to the 11 that had started 
the previous week’s Scottish Am-
ateur Cup win against Stirling 
City bringing in Willie Gemmell 
with Allan Mackay dropping to 
the bench. 

There was also a place on the 
bench for Ross Maitland, who 
missed the previous match due to 
family commitments.

Colville Park’s colours are all 

Saints out but certainly not down
Oban Saints                      1
Colville Park                       2
West of Scoland Cup - 5th Round 

navy so Saints’ secretary had to 
dig to the back of the cupboard 
to find the white D&K Lafferty 
Contractors-sponsored kit last 
used in season 2013-14.

Saints started brightly, attack-
ing the Mossfield end and im-
mediately put the visitors under 
pressure with Thomas Airlie 
halting a threatening Dean Smith 
run with a heavy challenge from 
behind. 

Gemmell played the resulting 
free kick to Smith on edge of the 
box with his back to goal.

Smith shielded the ball well and 
rolled it back for Scott Maitland 
to clip in a high ball looking for 
the head of Craig MacEwan, who 
was narrowly beaten to it by a 
powerful clearing header from 
Garry Tierney.

Free kick
The home side’s good early 

work was undone from Colville’s 
first foray into attack. 

Jamie Graham gave away a free 
kick for a foul on the lively James 
Miller, wide on the Saints right 
and level with the penalty spot.

Former Dumbarton and 
Cowdenbeath striker Liam Cu-
sack and Thomas Airlie worked 
a short free kick with Airlie 
sending in a terrific cross which 
Miller nicked in between David 
McArthur and Dougal Graham 
to head into the net past a help-
less Thomas McCulloch.

The Oban side dusted them-
selves down and went in search of 
an equaliser which almost came 
their way in the sixth minute. 
McArthur sent in a dangerous 
dipping cross from the right 
which MacEwan made a terrific 
run to meet. 

Unfortunately MacEwan 
seemed caught in two minds 
whether to attack the ball with 
his head or his left leg and in the 
end connected with neither and 
the ball bounced behind for a 
goal kick.

The large home crowd had only 
two more minutes to wait for a 
goal from their favourites which 
came from the penalty spot 
courtesy of leading goal scorer 
Donald Campbell.

Campbell won the penalty kick 
himself driving into the box and 
having his heels clipped by Col-
ville skipper Stephen McDevitt.

Campbell’s last attempt from 12 
yards against New Farm Loch in 
the fourth round of the West of 
Scotland Cup was saved but this 
time he made no mistake, confi-
dently dispatching his kick past 
the despairing dive of Colville 
keeper Donald Scott.

In the 14th minute Paul Kerr, 
who worked tirelessly all after-
noon in the centre of the park, 
lost possession in the centre 
circle allowing Alex Clearie to 
run at the Saints defence and 
unleash a right-foot shot from the 
edge of box which flashed wide of  
McCulloch’s right hand post.

After surviving a couple of 
scares, Saints regained their 
composure and had a decent spell 
of possession before conceding 
what proved to be the winning 
goal from a breakaway on the 
Colville left.

Former Queens Park striker 
Kevin Fotheringham turned 
Jamie Graham and dispatched 
a low shot which McCulloch 
blocked at his near post with 
Marc Maccallum clearing the 
loose ball out for a throw in.

From a short throw Liam Cu-
sack flighted a cross towards the 
back post where Robbie Peebles 
out-jumped Dougal Graham to 
head past McCulloch, who had 
little chance from just six yards 
range.

Saints best opportunity of the 
first half came in the 41st minute 
from a Campbell free kick. 

Maitland found space in the box 
to turn Campbell’s lofted ball into 
the path of MacEwan, who lashed 
a left foot volley towards the top 
corner only to see Colville keeper 
Scott claw the ball away with a 
fine save diving high to his right.

At the half-time interval Saints 
manager Craik decided to with-
draw Dougal Graham who had 
been struggling all week with a 

heavy cold and replace him with 
Ross Maitland.

For the second week in succes-
sion MacEwan lasted little more 
than five minutes of the second 
half before his persistent calf 
injury made it too painful for him 
to continue. 

Dene Cassells came on and 
took up position on the right of 
the front three with Ross Mait-
land switching to the left.

In a bizarre 66th minute inci-
dent, referee Kevin Nolan was 
caught in a sandwich between 
Ross Maitland and Colville cen-
tral defender Airlie which left the 
whistler in a crumpled heap.

After the initial amusement had 
subsided it became apparent that 
Mr Nolan was in some genuine 
discomfort with what was later 
diagnosed as two cracked ribs.

The referee bravely decided 
to soldier on but his lack of full 
mobility cost Saints dear just two 
minutes later. 

Scott Maitland played a de-
lightful ball through the inside 
left channel to Ross Maitland, 
sending the wee man through 
one-on-one with the Colville 
keeper.

However, much to the frustra-
tion of the Saints players and 
bench, Mr Nolan failed to notice 
Garry Tierney on the left of the 
Colville back three standing 
several yards behind team mates 
Airlie and Stephen McDevitt and 
blew for offside denying Saints a 
great chance to bag an equaliser.

Saints manager Craik then 
made his third change replacing 
Dean Smith with Allan Mackay.

Colville continued to soak up 
everything Saints could throw 
at them and looked to hit on the 
break. 

With Saints pushing forward, 
they were again caught on the 
counter attack in the 82nd 
minute with only a determined 
tracking run and perfectly timed 
sliding challenge by skipper Marc 
Maccallum preventing substitute 
Paul McAulay from testing Mc-
Culloch.

Saints made their final change 
with Keith Millar replacing 
Gemmell.

Tempers threatened to boil over 
in the closing minutes with Mac-
callum joining first half booking 
victim Scott Maitland in the 
referee’s notebook for dissent.

Colville’s Jamie Bradley quickly 
followed suit for a heavy late 
challenge on Maccallum on the 
half way line.

In time added on for stoppages, 
Cassells became the last entry in 
Mr Nolan’s notebook for a late 
lunge on Liam Cusack, which 
was worthy of a yellow card but 
the scuffle that ensued convinced 
the referee to issue him with a red 
card.

The resulting free kick came 
to nothing and Mr Nolan, who 
handled the match well, particu-
larly considering he was carrying 
a serious injury for the last 25 
minutes, brought proceedings 
and Saints involvement in the 
West of Scotland Amateur Cup 
to an end.       

Despite going out of this par-
ticular cup Saints are still going 
strong in the league and the Scot-
tish Amateur Cup and therefore 
have plenty to look forward to 
in the remaining months of the 
season.

The Oban side can also take en-
couragement from a good show-
ing against an excellent Colville 
Park side, who are undoubtedly 

James Miller heads home the opening goal for Colville Park at Glencruitten last Saturday. Photos and match report Derek Black.

Referee Kevin Nolan looks in pain after a collision with Ross Maitland and Thomas Airlie. It was later 
discovered that Mr Nolan had two cracked ribs.

A�  nity TV’s Graeme Alexander 
sets up his gear before the game.

Ross Maitland is closely marked by Colville Park defender 
Stephen McDevitt. 

the team to beat this season.
Manager Craik said: Obviously 

I’m disappointed at the result but 
proud of the players who worked 
their socks off all aftenoon. 
Colville are a very experienced 
outfit, but I thought we ran them 
close and gave a good account of 
ourselves against arguably the 
best amateur team in the country 
just now.’

Saints have no game this Satur-
day as they applied to the SAFL 
for a free Saturday as a number 
of the players are away on Daniel 
Cameron’s stag weekend in Ham-
burg.

The Oban side have been drawn 
at home to top Caledonian 
League outfit Doune Castle in 
the last 16 of the Scottish Ama-
teur Cup. 

The game is scheduled to be 
played in Oban on Saturday 
March 5.  

‘I thought we ran them very close’

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
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here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2050
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

G Twigg
Deirdre Road
Connel

M Cameron
Telford Place
Claggan
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Oban Lorne                      26
Garnock                             17
BT West Division 1

Argyll and Bute                          78
Glasgow East                    10
BT West Division 4

Sport
LAST Saturday’s results: West of 
Scotland Cup, 5th round - Oban 
Saints 1, Colville Park 2; Jimmy 
Marshall Cup, 2nd round - 
Drumchapel Amateur Colts v 
Campbeltown Pupils, postponed; 
Motherwell Thistle 3, Dunoon 0; 
Coronation Cup, 1st round - Port 
Glasgow v Dunoon Athletic, 
postponed; Premier Division 
One - Busby v Lochgilphead Red 
Star, postponed.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils v Alba Thistle; Oban 
Saints no game; Premier 
Division One - Kilbowie Union 
v Dunoon; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert v FC Clydebank. 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, 2nd 
round - Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Finnart; Coronation Cup, 1st 
round - Dunoon Athletic v East 
Kilbride YM.  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 18, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.15 3.0 08.46 1.5 15.27 3.1 20.53 1.5
Fri 03.32 3.2 10.02 1.4 16.20 3.3 21.56 1.3
Sat 04.15 3.4 10.52 1.2 16.54 3.5 22.44 1.1
Sun 04.51 3.7 11.33 1.1 17.24 3.7 23.25 0.9
Mon 05.26 3.8 12.09 1.0 17.55 3.8  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.03 0.8 06.00 4.0 12.43 0.9 18.26 3.9
Wed 00.40 0.7 06.33 4.0 13.16 1.0 18.56 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

19 8

6

Thursday Hail showers
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 6ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Ligh rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 8ºC.

ShintyKilmallie        1
Oban Camanachd     1
BSW Cup

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and � xtures
Football

Football

Youth football

Rugby

LAST weekend’s results: 
Regional Cup, 4th round - 
Under 13s 1 West Park United 
0. Scoring for Saints was Connor 
Moore. Under 14s 14, Westerton 
1. On target for Saints were 
Jamie Forgrieve (4), Aidan 
MacPhee (3), Euan Logan (3), 
Aaron McKay (2), Daniel Sloss 
and own goal. Under 15s 4, 
Ardencaple 3. Saints goalscorers 
were Keir MacLean, Gary 
MacCuish and Rory Dowd. 
Under 16s 5, Port Glasgow 
1. Scoring for Saints were 
Daniel McCuish (2), Stewart 
McAllister, Lewis Buchanan and 
Kenneth MacDonald. Under 19s 
no game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Renton Craigandro v Under 13s;  
Campbeltown Pupils v Under 
14s; Dumbarton United v Under 
15s; Busby v Under 16s; Under 
19s no game.    

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures

ARGYLL and Bute RFC re-
corded a record win on Saturday 
against bottom of the league 
Glasgow East.

The game was played in chilly 
conditions at North Connel with 
a  strong Argyll team of 20 play-

NEARLY 70 young athletes 
competed in the Mull contest 
of Sportshall athletics held last 
Saturday in Tobermory High 
School.

The Mull event was the second 
of the four local area compe-
titions in Argyll this winter 
promoted by Mid Argyll Athletic 
Club.

This was the 17th year this form 
of indoor athletics had been held 
in Tobermory and, as in past 
years, the day was split into two 
sessions with the under-7s, un-
der-9s and under-11s competing 
in the morning and the older age 
groups in the afternoon.

Athletes from Mull Harriers, 
based in Bunessan, made up a 
third of the total entry and their 
support was much appreciated 
by the organisers. Bunessan ath-
letes won four out of the 10 age 
groups and Bunessan primary 
school were second in the schools 
contest to Salen Primary with 

Green Machine gets back in 
the groove

(Kilmallie win 2 – 1 on penalties)

CANAL Park, Caol was the ven-
ue for this entertaining friendly 
as Oban Camanachd and Kil-
mallie continue their preparation 
for the 2016 shinty season.
  Kilmallie, who have aspirations 
of playing in the Premiership, 
proved to be a stern test for the 
Oban side.
  The visitors had the better of 
the opening exchanges but a 
combination of missed chances 
and excellent goal keeping by the 
Kilmallie keeper kept the scores 
even while at the other end the 
contest between Gary Lord and 
Kilmallie’s new signing Duncan 
Rodgers as well as Gary MacK-
erracher and Michael Rodgers 
proved interesting.  

 Camanachd keeper Gavin Stob-
bart made a good save to make 
sure that the half-time score re-
mained 0 – 0 in what was proving 
to be a competitive encounter. 
 Just before half-time, Connor 
Howe had to come off with a 
hand injury and was replaced 
with new signing Willie Neilson 
who, on his first touch, saw a 
20-yard drive well saved by the 
Kilmallie keeper, who was called 
into action once again this time 
saving well from Scott MacMil-
lan.

The second half was more of the 
same with international player 
Daniel Cameron the driving 
force in midfield although KIl-
mallie always looked dangerous 
on the break through the Rodg-
ers combination.

It was Cameron who broke the 
deadlock in the 57th minute when 
his well struck shot put the Oban 
side into the lead.

However, five minutes later 
Michael Rodgers equalised with 
a fine strike from 25 yards.

Camanachd pushed forward in 
the last quarter looking for the 
winner with the home keeper 
pulling off two good saves from 
Scott MacMillan and Daniel 
MacVicar.  The final score after 
90 mins  was 1 -1.

The penalty shoot-out went in 
favour of the home side winning 
2 – 1 and retaining the BSW Cup.

Oban manager Ian Hay said: 
‘The game was played at a high 
tempo with all 16 of our players 
participating at some point in the 
match.

‘With no game next week due 
to a stag weekend for Daniel 
Cameron it was good to get a 
competitive game like this as the 
start of the season looms’.

Tobermory in third place. Salen 
totalled 85.5 points, Bunessan 73 
and Tobermory on 54.5 points. 

Salen primary dominated in the 
younger boys contest with Johney 
Duffy the under-7 champion 
and Ewan MacPhail the under-9 
overall winner. Johney won four 
out of five events but was only 
one point ahead of another Salen 
boy, Liam Munro, who won the 
javelin and placed highly in the 
other four events.

Ewan MacPhail was a clear 
winner in the under-9s winning 
five out of the six events including 
an impressive high jump clearing 
1.11 metres, only 1cm below the 
Argyll age record and attempted 
a new record height of 1.14m and 
came close on his last attempt. 

Iain MacCallum, from Bunes-
san, was the under-11 champion 
winning three events and the 
under-13 winner was Jude Gal-
lagher from Tobermory, who won 
four of the six events including a 

fast time of 24.3 seconds in the 
four-lap race. Iain Ralston from 
Salen was the under-15 winner 
dominating in all six events.

It was first and second for Salen 
in the under-7 girls contest with 
Robin Stanley-Wright the cham-
pion ahead of Sienna Munro. In 
the under-9s Sophie Rutherford, 
a visitor from Glasgow, dom-
inated winning three events 
including a standing long jump of 
1.74m only 2cm off the Argyll age 
record.

In the same age group Gemma 
Cameron from Bunessan won the 
speed bounce and two other Bu-
nessan girls, Molly Dougal and 
Claudia MacDougal, won the tri-
ple jump and javelin respectively.

Elena Cameron, from Bunes-
san, was an impressive winner in 
the under-11 category with wins 
in the high, long and triple jumps 
as well as the javelin. Sarah West-
land, from Tobermory, won the 
four-lap race and Talia Carmi-

chael, from Salen, won the speed 
bounce. Bunessan girls dominat-
ed in the older age groups with 
Abbie Cato excelling in winning 
the under-13s and Chloe Gibson 
the under-15 champion. Abbie 
recorded good marks in all six 
events and especially so in the 
standing triple jump stretching 
out to 6.22 metres  

The date for the Kintyre area 
competition will be Saturday 
March 5, to be held in Campbel-
town Grammar School, followed 
by the Oban area event at Atlan-
tis Leisure on Sunday, March 13.

Successful athletes from the 
area competitions will be invited 
to compete in the Argyll Final 
to be held at Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban on Sunday March 20.

Qualifiers will be advised by 
letters through their schools in 
early March.

Athletics

Oban Camanachd lose out to 
Kilmallie in penalty shoot-out Sportshall athletics at Tobermory

OBAN Lorne played host to Gar-
nock on Saturday - the first home 
game for the Green Machine in 
2016 and the first league game at 
Glencruitten since Hallowe’en.

Oban managed to field a strong 
1st XV with an equally strong 
bench to support the squad. The 
game kicked off at 3pm and start-
ed with a bang. Oban managed 
to secure good possession and 
control phase play to march up 
the field into Garnock territory.

Quick ball provided scrum 
half Dom Ma the opportunity to 
control the pace of play and the 
experienced Oban pack provided 
clean ball for the back line. 

After a number of phases, the 
ball was pushed wide through 
the back line with Cammy Smith 
and Craig Wright combining well 
to make the line break. It was 
Wright who eventually found 
space and opened the scoring for 
Oban.  The kick was converted 
by Carmichael giving Oban a 7-0 
lead. 

This form looked to continue as 
Oban stepped up the pace.

Garnock were on the back foot 
and finding it hard to settle into 
their game plan. Strong running 
from Airidas Savickas broke the 
line time and time again gaining 
valuable field position and keep-
ing Garnock in their own half. 

Oban were attacking in the 22 
when another line break resulted 
in a score for Irish under the 
posts, converted by Carmicheal. 

The barn-storming runs con-
tinued in the opening half for 
Oban despite the best efforts of 
the Garnock defence. Creative 
kicking from McCabe at full back 
reduced the visitors’ chances 
to escape from their half.  The 
set piece was strong from Oban 
and provided a good attacking 
platform. From this the third try 
of the game was produced, the 
forwards this time taking control 
and driving over the line after a 

series of rucks. Tommy Suther-
land held the ball for the try and 
it was converted by Carmichael.

The end of the first half saw 
Garnock step up the contact and 
they were matching Oban in the 
line-out.  Good possession saw 
them gain good field position 
to set up a line out on Oban’s 
five-metre line, which resulted 
in a well-worked move and a try 
for Garnock to close the half with 
the hosts leading 21-5.

The second half opened as fran-
tic as the first but with both teams 
cancelling each other out. Little 
ground was given by either team 
and Garnock started to look the 
more dominant side at the break 
down.  Oban were camped inside 
their own 22 and found it hard to 
build an escape route. The men 
in green were able to hold out 
and not concede a try but it was 
clear that the tide was turning 
and Garnock were stepping up. 

It was stalemate in the second 
half until Garnock broke the 
Oban defensive line and were 
able to finish a nice combination 
move in the corner which brought 
the score to 21-12.

The home side had to dig deep 
at this point and not let Garnock 
build momentum. Scrappy play 
from both sides increased the 
scrums and errors slowed the 
pace of the game down. Oban 
went back to basics and were 
able to dominate in a five-metre 
scrum which resulted in a try, the 
conversion was missed and left 
the score at 26-12.

With time running out, Gar-
nock stepped up a gear as Oban 
sat back, once again the home 
side found themselves camped 
in their own 22 and absorbing 
pressure. With the ball held up 
over the line and the defence 
fraying it looked like Oban were 
going to manage to hold on to the 
score winning a turn over in the 
last minute.

 A hurried pass to Carmicheal 
at the dead ball line resulted in 
a hurried kick under immense 
pressure, the kick found the 

Garnock winger who had an easy 
touch down over the line for the 
final try of the game.

The final score of 26-17 is prob-
ably a fair reflection of the game 
where Oban dominated the first 
half and Garnock could feel hard 
done by walking away without a 
bonus losing point. 

The win lifts Oban Lorne back 
into fifth place in the table and 
within touching distance of 
fourth placed Allan Glens who 
visit Glencruitten this Saturday. 

ers being available for the game.
Much credit must be given to 

the opposition who travelled 
north with a bare squad of only 
13 players. In keeping with the 
spirit of the game, Argyll and 
Bute gifted the opposition two 
players so that a 15 aside game of 
rugby could take place.

The home side made a good 
start to the game and were 
inflicting some early pressure on 
the Glasgow East defence.

Experienced stand off Dougie 
Pender was controlling the 
game well while some good runs 
from  Mathias El Sanchez, Dave 
Thurman and Jamie MacMillan 
were giving the hosts all the 
momentum.

Argyll found themselves three 
tries ahead after only 15 minutes 
with Mathias El Sanchez, Allan 
Wright and Lewis MacFarlane 
all touching down.

Glasgow East refused to give 

up as they responded with a well-
worked try to reduce the deficit. 

Argyll, however, pulled away 
before half-time with a further 
score from Lewis MacFarlane,  
before Daniel Broderick scored 
two tries. His first was a 50-metre 
run from the back of a scrum 
beating off several defenders. 
Niall MacFarlane finished off the 
scoring for the first 40 minutes 
with his only try for the day.

At half-time Argyll led by sev-
eral tries to one and were looking 
hungry to add to the convincing 
scoreline.

The away side were dealt a blow 
at the break with two injuries.

Argyll again helped the away 
side out by offering a further two 
players.

Argyll scored a further four 
tries in the second half with a sec-
ond from Allan Wright and Dave 
Thurman, Sandile Khumalo and 
a first try for 17-year-old Stephen 

Povey on his senior rugby debut 
wrapped up the try fest for Argyll 
on the day.

Argyll player Antoine De La 
Pam crossed the line for Glasgow 
East with a consolation.

The scoreline could have been 
more as the game was stopped 
after 60 minutes with a serious 
ankle injury to Argyll player 
Connor Ferris. 

In the end Argyll and Bute 
recorded a record 78-10 win. This 
lifts the team up to fourth place 
in Division 4 and closes the gap 
on the teams above them.

This Saturday, Argyll and Bute 
have a tough fixture at home to 
second placed Shawlands. The 
teams met in early January with 
Argyll going down 24-18. Kick-
off will be at 2pm with the game 
likely to be played again at North 
Connel.

Oban Lorne � anker Lorne MacLachlan powers his way through the Garnock defence.

Win lifts Oban into 
� fth in league table

Scottish Cup draw

OBAN Saints have been drawn 
at home in the last 16 of the 
Scottish Amateur Cup against 
top Caledonian League side 
Doune Castle. The winner of 
this tie will be at home in the 
quarter finals to Shortlees, St 
Mungo’s FP or Shotts Victoria. 
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

A CREATIVE young designer has come up 
with a stunning gown made out of 1,000 crisp 
packets – but there is nothing rubbish about it.

Alison Macrae won the enterprise award in 
the Junk Kouture competition after a success-
ful campaign for public votes.

The Plockton high school pupil sailed into the 
final after achieving the most votes online.

Alison was one of 82 talented designers from 
across Scotland who strutted their stuff on 
the  catwalk at Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall, 
showcasing their incredible couture designs 
made only from rubbish.

The rainbow-coloured dress amazed judges 
with its elegant style and bright colours. Alison 
said: ‘I was so thrilled with how it turned out.’

Alison’s teacher, Lynn McLaughlin, was de-
lighted with the response from both the public 
and the judges, and hopes this will inspire 
future generations of students. 

Crisp packets were the main focus of the 
dress which featured a variety of snack brands 
and was adorned with broken jewellery and old 
CDs. 

Now in its second year, Junk Kouture was cre-
ated to give budding designers the opportunity 
to hone their skills and showcase their talents 
on a national platform. 

The winners of six categories were selected 
by a panel of industry experts including Jimmy 
Stephen Cran from Glasgow School of Art and 
talent judge Louis Walsh.

Alison Macrae with Cat Cubie, presenter and columnist, and Jimmy Stephen Cran.

Huge increase 
in number of 
drivers caught 
speeding

A CRUMBLING road that leads to a 
cemetery and church, and is filled with 
potholes has been branded an ‘absolute 
disgrace’.

Despite work being carried out on the 
road to Kilmonivaig Church in Spean 
Bridge last year, concerned residents 
say it has once again fallen into a bad 
condition.

John Fotheringham, chairman of 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achn-
acarry Community Council, raised the 
problem during last week’s meeting.

He said: ‘The potholes have reap-
peared. People come to funerals and 
weddings at the church and see this 
road. 

‘They must wonder what planet we 

are on because the road is in such a 
state. 

‘It needs to be addressed now. 
‘The council was hoping to buy a 

machine that can lift tarmac and relay 
it again, but it hasn’t been able to buy it.

‘I have sympathy with the council, it 
has a massive amount of roads in poor 
condition.’

The Highland Council will have to 
make huge budget savings when it 
meets next week.

A council spokesperson said: ‘We 
have asked our local community servic-
es team to carry out an inspection and 
this will enable us to see what further 
work to the road may be required and 
what the cost will be.’

IT WAS a poignant occasion 
when people came together 
for the 324th Glencoe Massacre 
ceremony on Saturday.

A church service was followed 
by a march from Bridge of Coe 
for the ceremony.

The Reverend Simon McKen-
zie, from Lochgilpead, o�  ciat-
ed, with wreaths being laid by 
various organisations. 

Ros MacDonald of the Glen-
coe Heritage Trust laid a wreath 
in memory of the late Robert 
Chessman of California, mem-
ber of the Clan Donald Associ-
ation.  The event is organised 
by The Glencoe Heritage Trust, 
Clan Donald Highlands and 
Islands and St Mary’s Church.

Poignant service 
marks massacre

Ros MacDonald was among 
those paying their respects. 

Photograph: Johnpaul Peebles, 
Abrightside Photography

Weather hampers 
mountain search 

John Fotheringham is calling for the road 
to be resurfaced.

Urgent action call as potholes  
reappear along church road 

Alison bags enterprise award 

THE GROUP which runs 
Mallaig and District Swim-
ming Pool has urged council 
chiefs not to cut its funding 
when it meets next week to 
try and make £37.9 million of 
budget savings.

The board of trustees is wor-
ried that history could repeat 
itself and the pool could face 
being closed. In 2014 the grant 
it received was under threat 
but, thanks to a successful 

campaign, it continued to 
receive funding.

Mallaig and District Swim-
ming Pool (MDSP) has writ-
ten to The Highland Council 
stating its case.

A letter to politicians said: 
‘The board of directors needs 
to develop strategies, five-
year plans (and beyond), and 
budgeted programmes for the 
future. 

‘They cannot do that if 

MDSP is merely subsisting 
from year to year. If funding 
cannot be safeguarded, the fu-
ture of the pool is once again 
thrown into relief.’

Crunch talks are continuing 
in the lead up to the council’s 
budget meeting next Thursday 
(February 25). 

The council’s funding 
package from the Scottish 
Government is £18.3 million 
less than the previous year.

POLICE caught 2,125 drivers  
speeding on roads in Lochaber 
and the wider Highland area in 
just nine months.

Almost 800 more people 
were detected from April to 
December 2015 compared to 
the same period the previous 
year. According to a report 
before Lochaber Committee 
of Highland Council, there 
was a 59 per cent rise in 
incidents from 1,333 in 2014/15 
to 2,125 in 2015/16. Police say 
that the huge increase in the 
number of motorists being 
caught is down to more patrols 
in the Highlands and Islands 
division. 

There are now 45 dedicated 
officers covering the area.

Last year there was one fatal 
collision in Lochaber when a 
driver was killed on the A803 
Mallaig to Fort William road.

Brian Mackay, chief inspector 

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

of South Highland Command, 
Highland and Islands Division, 
Police Scotland, told the 
committee: ‘Be reassured that 
there has been an increase in 
road policing and we are being 
proactive. It’s not because 
the behaviour of road users is 
different.’

Road safety is the top priority 
in the Fort William,  Caol, 
Ardnamurchan and Mallaig 
council wards.

The number of people 
caught driving while under the 
influence of drink or drugs 
rose to 31 in 2015/16, up from 
28 on the previous year.

Meanwhile, 195 drivers 
were found not to be wearing 
seatbelts, rising from 123, and 
96 were caught using a mobile 
phone. 

A report by Chief 
Inspector Mackay said: ‘It 
is disappointing to see the 
numbers increasing, however, 
we know that if we can reduce 
speed and ensure that people 

use their seatbelts and avoid 
the use of mobile phones whilst 
driving then they are less likely 
to be involved in a collision. 

‘The impact of death 
and injury on our roads is 
significant, not only from the 
impact on victims and their 
families but to communities 
and the wider economy. It 
consistently features as a 
concern for the communities 
in Highland and road policing 
remains a priority for every 
officer. 

‘We continue to work in 
partnership to improve road 
user behaviour through 
education, enforcement and 
engineering solutions. This 
informs our actions, using 
intelligence and analysis 
to identify priority routes 
and road users who may be 
vulnerable. Evidence has 
shown that a highly visible 
presence on our roads has a 
significant impact on driver 
behaviour.’

Pool group’s appeal to council

MOUNTAIN rescuers were 
hoping to resume a search 
for two climbers who went 
missing on Ben Nevis as The 
Oban Times went to print 
yesterday morning (Wednes-
day).

The search for Rachel Slat-
er, 24, and Tim Newton, 27, 
from Bradford, was called o�  
on Tuesday because of dan-
gerous weather conditions 
and was still on hold the next 
morning.

DON’T MISS
in next week’s Oban Times
Annual pass reader offer

also next week don’t miss our brand new supplement

for full details on this and the Oban Times Highland Wedding Show see page 2

Breadalbane 
Street, Oban, 

Argyll, PA34 5NZ

Tel/Fax: 01631 564443

LOTS MORE OFFERS IN STORE

Argyll, PA34 5NZ

Tel/Fax: 01631 564443

CLAUDIA FULL RECLINER 
3 PIECE SUITE TO CLEAR

LOTS MORE OFFERS IN STORE

WAS £2000 NOW £1299

11-13 Woodside Terrace Lane 
GLASGOW G3 7YW 0141 332 7587
Knockbay House, Kilkerran Road
CAMPBELTOWN PA28 6JN 01586 552906 
Efric A McNeil
efric.mcneil@dunlopca.co.uk 
Efric M McNeil 
efricm.mcneil@dunlopca.co.uk
www.dunlopca.co.uk

Dunlop & Co Chartered Accountants aim to provide a professional 
and friendly service tailored towards the need of the individual client.

We have a sound knowledge base drawing on many years’ experience 
dealing with a range of clients from Agricultural to Retail and Hospitality, 
both in Argyll and the Central Belt.

Services provided include:
• Financial Accounts Preparation
• Tax Return Preparation and filing
• Bureau services including Payroll, 

VAT Return completion and filing

• Corporation Tax
• All aspects of Personal Tax, 

including Planning, Inheritance Tax, 
Capital Gains Tax

For more information on how Dunlop & Co can help with 
your Annual Accounts and Tax Returns please get in touch.

ARE YOU PAYING 
TOO MUCH FOR 
YOUR FUEL?
Is your current supplier 
letting you down?

Oilfast – the new Scottish  
�rm with fast, friendly  
delivery at competitive prices.

fTl
www.oilfast.co.uk

NOW SUPPLYING
OBAN, FORT 

WILLIAM
& SURROUNDING 

AREAS

To order or for more information 
call Barbara or Linda on:

01631 705999
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MORE than 2,000 homes and 
businesses in north Skye are set to 
receive reliable, super-fast broadband 
in an initiative described as ‘the most 
important infrastructure project for 
the island since the bridge was built’.

Community-led organisation North 
Skye Broadband says that for many 
years broadband has been at best 
adequate, but for many is practically 
non-existent.

The project, launched last week, 
aims to have broadband in place on 
the island by spring 2017. Concerns 
were raised as far back as 2011 that 
without significant investment in 
reliable infrastructure, rural areas 
would be facing a rapidly-widening 
digital divide.

The Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
constituency was recently identified in 
a report as ranking  among the areas 
to have the worst broadband service in 
the UK. It was placed 647th out of 650. 
The Western Isles was said to have the 
worst service.

Highlands and Islands MSP Rhoda 
Grant raised the issue during a debate 
on broadband connection in the 
parliament last week.

Chairman of North Skye Broadband 
(2015) Ltd Geoff Semler said: ‘In 
our view, this is the most important 
infrastructure project for Skye since 
the bridge was built. Our network 
will not just connect north Skye 
to the mainland, it will connect us 
properly to the rest of the world - 

benefiting everyone and everything, 
from healthcare to small business 
development, long into the future.’

North Skye Broadband will deliver 
one of the largest community-led, 
super-fast, broadband projects in 
Scotland. 

The locally operated, staffed and 
managed service aims to deliver a 
minimum of 30Mbps to 100 per cent 
of properties across Skye that will not 
benefit from the current BT superfast 
roll out. 

Over recent months a large number 
of committed volunteers representing 
Camustianavaig, Bernisdale, 
Glendale, Kilmuir, Duntulm, 
Minginish, Skeabost, Staffin, Struan 
and Waternish have led the project.

YOUNG entrepreneurs 
from Kinlochleven high 
school have been crowned 
Scottish national champions 
at this year’s Coca-Cola 
Enterprises (CCE) Real 
Business Challenge.

The S3 pupils impressed 
a panel of judges, including 
former Scottish rugby union 
player Kenny Logan and 
Derek Robertson, chief 
executive of Keep Scotland 
Beautiful, with their litter 
awareness campaign.

The challenge for pupils 
during the event, at Murray-
field Stadium in Edinburgh, 
was to come up with an 
anti-litter campaign for their 
local area.

The group chose to 
target the West Highland 
Way. They designed an app, 
a litter mascot, a social 
media campaign, a launch 
event and a bus stop poster, 
all within four hours.  

The Kinlochleven team 
will now go to the Real 
Business Challenge grand 
final in London on March 
16. During the two-day final 
stage, the pupils will present 
their campaigns to MPs at 
the House of Commons. 
From there they will go 
on to compete against 10 
other regional champions at 
the challenge’s grand final 
for the chance to win a 3D 
printer for their school.

Lochaber woman Zara Al-Rekabi got the new year o�  to a running start after 
winning personal training sessions at Lochaber leisure centre. High Life 

Highland, which runs the centre, ran a competition during the 12 days of 
Christmas with photos of people taking part in their events put on Facebook 

and the person with the most ‘likes’ received the prize. Zara is pictured 
with Stevie Martin, supervisor at the leisure centre. Photograph: Anthony 

MacMillan Photography.

TIMESLINE
Devolved powers 
for committee  

New hydro power 
scheme planned 

Raising awareness 
of adult harm

Film awards to be 
broadcast online 

More than 2,000 north Skye homes 
to benefi t from broadband initiative 

Leading the way 
on insulin pumps 

The winning team: Jiero Viray, Connor MacKenzie, Ethan 
Hornby, David Murphy, Freyja Ward and Rhiona McLauchlan, 

with teachers Graeme Martin and Jillian Clark.

Pupils crowned 
business winners 

THE AWARDS ceremony for 
Scotland’s national Gaelic � lm 
competition is to be streamed 
live on the internet for the � rst 
time this year.

The FilmG awards, which take 
place at the Old Fruitmarket 
in Glasgow tomorrow (Friday) 
will be broadcast via the 
competition’s website, www.
� lmg.co.uk. Youngsters from 
the Highlands and islands have 
been shortlisted in the awards.

MAJOR plans are being de-
veloped to transform housing, 
town and village centres, 
transport and boost leisure 
and tourism across Lochaber.

Highland Council will soon 
start consulting with the 
public on the Main Issues 
Report (MIR) of the new West 
Highland and Islands Local 
Development Plan.

It sets out the priorities for 
things such as employment, 
housing, town centres and the 
environment for years to come.

Residents are being urged to 
get involved and have their say.

New housing features in the 
plan for all areas. In the next 
20 years, 1,738 new homes are 
needed for Lochaber.

The most significant new sites 
and policies being proposed 
for Lochaber include:
 Replacing the A82 bypass 

plans in Fort William with im-
proving the junction at Belford 
Hospital.
 A new economic develop-

ment area at Inverlochy Castle 
Estate
 A housing site and village 

park at West Laroch, south 
Ballachulish
 Re-introducing tour-

ism-led development sites at 

A £13.6 MILLION hydro 
scheme is to be developed in 
the hills above Kinlochleven.

Perth-based � rm Green 
Highland Renewables is to 
start work on the project, 
which lies on the Rio Tinto 
estate.

The company has con-
structed and commissioned 
25 schemes in the Highlands 
in the last four years, invest-
ing £62m, with the majority 
of the work going to local 
construction � rms and con-
tractors.

PEOPLE in the Western Isles 
are being urged to act on their 
instinct if they think an adult 
is being harmed, neglected or 
taken advantage of.

The Western Isles adult 
protection committee is sup-
porting the Scottish Govern-
ment’s ‘Seen Something? Say 
Something’ campaign, aimed 
at raising awareness of adult 
harm. 

The committee draws its 
membership from social work, 
housing services, NHS Western 
Isles, Police Scotland and the 
third sector. 

NHS  Highland is leading the 
way in Scotland in the use of 
insulin pumps for young people 
with diabetics.

  In 2012, the Scottish Govern-
ment decided that 25 per cent 
of all young people with Type 1 
diabetes should have access to 
insulin pump therapy.

At the time,  NHS Highland 
didn’t even have an insulin 
pump service. Now, though, the 
board has exceeded the gov-
ernment target and currently 
pump patients are ranked num-
ber one in blood sugar control 
in Scotland.

MORE powers have been 
devolved from the Highland 
Council to the Lochaber com-
mittee.

Ensuring productive working 
relationships with community 
councils and purchasing and 
disposing of common good 
trust assets up to 10 per cent of 
the value of the common good 
fund are among them.

Further powers are expected 
to be devolved, including 
roads and winter maintenance, 
environmental services such 
as grounds maintenance, com-
munity works, street cleansing 
and public toilets.

However, councillors on the 
Lochaber committee raised 
concern about the move, 
saying the powers don’t go far 
enough.

Mallaig harbour could be expanded as one of the many proposals to be considered. 21_f08plans01

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Long-term development 
of Lochaber in spotlight

murchan councillor Thomas 
MacLennan said: ‘Put simply, 
it’s really important as many 
people as possible in Lochaber 
should try and familiarise 
themselves with the West 
Highlands and Islands Devel-
opment Plan. 

‘This will be a powerful 
document that provides the 
foundation and basic outline of 
how Lochaber moves forward 
over the next 10 years. 

‘The more people who 
engage, participate and con-
tribute at this stage during this 
consultation period the better 
it will be for Lochaber in the 
longer term.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Bill Clark welcomed the plans 
and also encouraged residents 
to have their say. He said: ‘Ex-
panding the harbour and new 
housing is very much needed 
to help locals, visitors and 
businesses.

‘If people want to know more 
about it they can get in touch 
and if they want to make their 
views known they need to take 
part in the consultation.’

A 10-week consultation on 
the MIR will get underway with 
the representations reported 
towards the end of the year.
The council will then decide 
what goes in the plan before 
going to another consultation.

Glenachulish and north of the 
A82 at south Ballachullish.
 A larger expansion area 

for Mallaig harbour.
There’s also plans for a 

waterfront development in 

Fort William with additional 
pontoons/moorings and recre-
ational sailing facilities as well 
as a Caol link road.

Big developments have also 
been put forward for Skye, in-

cluding re-opening the debate 
on where Portree’s long term 
expansion should be located 
and the potential for an airport 
on the island.

Fort William and Ardna-

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Zara put through her prize paces

Date set 
for fi rst 
Commando 
Games
THE FIRST Commando 
Games are to be held in Achn-
acarry and Spean Bridge later 
this year.

Commando Spirit, which 
raises funds to support Com-
mandos and their families, 
is to rebuild the world’s first 
commando assault and endur-
ance courses. 

The games, taking place 
on September 10 and 11, will 
give civilians a chance to 
experience first-hand the ar-
duous training of the original 
commandos. Participants will 
be supported all the way by 
serving and former comman-
dos.

The Spean Bridge area has a 
long connection with the com-
mandos and has a monument 
dedicated to the original Brit-
ish Commando Forces, who 
fought in the Second World 
War, and was unveiled by the 
Queen Mother in 1952.

Authentically replicating the 
original innovative training, 
individuals and teams will be 
able to take on Commando 
Spirit’s legendary 30-mile 
trek, Survive The Yomp, and 
more. 

With a preview of the assault 
course and endurance course 
on June 18, the Commando 
Games will take place in 
Achnacarry over September 
10 and 11. 

For more information vis-
it http://www.commandospirit.
eventbrite.co.uk 

CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID 2016
EASTER SHORT COURSES 

01471 888240 
cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk  
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig san Eilean Sgitheanach a’ tabhann cothrom 
ionnsachaidh air leth agus roghainn farsaing de chùrsaichean goirid tro 
shaor-làithean na Càisg is an t-Samhraidh.  Airson liosta slàn, nach 
tadhail sibh air an làrach-lìn agus thigibh a chèilidh oirnn ann an 2016!

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on the beautiful Isle of Skye offers a unique learning experience 
and a great variety of 5-day Gaelic and Music courses during the Easter and 
Summer breaks.  For a full list of all courses, please visit our website and come and 
join us in 2016.

28/03 – 01/04/2016 04–08/04/2016  
Gàidhlig 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10                              

Cùrsa ùrachaidh do 
luchd-labhairt na Gàidhlig     

Beartas cainnt le Iain Urchadan

Gaelic levels 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10

Refresher course for Gaelic 
speakers with Alec MacDonald

Beartas cainnt with John Urquhart

Òrain Ghàidhlig le Christine Primrose    

Dannsa Ceum le Sophie Stephenson      

Gaelic song with Christine Primrose

Step dancing with Sophie Stephenson

Gàidhlig 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9                                
Gaelic 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9

Fidheall le Gabe McVarish                      
Fiddle with Gabe McVarish

Dealbhachadh Didseatach
Digital Photography 
with Cailean Maclean

Cùrsaichean Samhraidh cuideachd fosgailte an-dràsta!
Summer Courses also open for booking now! 

NOW REGISTERING 
NEW NHS PATIENTS
- 2 FREE check-ups Yearly
- Family Friendly Practice
- NHS & Private Braces
- Dental Implants

17 Lochside Street,
Oban, PA34 4HP
- opposite Tesco -

Tel: 01631562791
info@obandentalcare.co.uk

Specialist Orthodontist Now 
at Oban Dental Care

Dr M. Mustafa (Lek Stom Poznan 1997)  GDC: 105727, 
specialist in orthodontics is now seeing new patients at our practice. 

He will be providing NHS & Private Braces to both children and adults.

Before After
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STAG GARAGE LTDSTAG GARAGE LTD

24 BREAKDOWN AND 
RECOVERY SERVICE

Throughout Argyll

Call: 01546 602 100 (24hrs) 

www.staggarage.co.uk  Lorne Street, Lochgilphead

Wheel come to you
www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE
Shock as cuts hit 
school librarians 

Oban Live tickets

Ordination

Discussions ongoing over car parking 
charges for people visiting Iona

Bail hearing 
delay for Billy

CAMPAIGN group Save Scot-
land’s School Libraries has 
expressed ‘utter astonishment’ 
at Argyll and Bute Council’s 
decision to remove all 10 school 
librarians across the county. 

A spokesman said: ‘It is 
undoubtedly pupils who will 
su� er most from this outra-
geous decision. It is completely 
unfair. Pupils will now become 
educationally disadvantaged 
from their peers elsewhere in 
Scotland.’ 

READER o� er tickets for the 
Oban Live event sold out in 60 
seconds when they went on 
sale last Saturday lunchtime.

The Oban Times teamed up 
with organisers to give 10 per 
cent discount to the � rst 300 
readers to go online.  

Organisers are delighted with 
the response.  Full price tickets 
remain on sale. 

THE EPISCOPAL ordination 
of Monsignor Brian McGee as 
the new Bishop of Argyll and 
the Isles will take place at St 
Columba’s Cathedral, Oban, 
tonight (Thursday) at 7pm.

A BAIL hearing for a Connel man 
imprisoned in India has been 
adjourned after his lawyer ran 
out of court time.

Billy Irving and � ve of his 
colleagues were sentenced to 
� ve years in jail in January on 
piracy charges. It was hoped 
that a bail hearing on Tuesday 
February 16 would have seen 
the men released until an 
appeal hearing later in the year.

But lawyers discussions over-
ran and the men were taken 
back to prison until February 24 
when the legal arguments will 
continue.

Eva and Seamus steal the show

Six-year-old Eva Armstrong from Balemartine on Tiree made her debut in the ring at the Highland Cattle 
Society Show in Oban this week, accompanied by her father, Mark. Her sister Emily, 10, was also in the 
ring – both competed in the young handler section, with each of the girls showing a calf.  Eva’s calf is 

called Seamus Beusach of Balemartine. While Eva didn’t manage to secure any prizes, sister Emily won 
the young handler competition, winning the Woodneuk Trophy. She was delighted with her win and 

even more delighted with the grooming box of goodies from sponsors All� ex.  Turn to page 14.

Council targets 
parking to help 
pay for services
FREE day-long parking will 
become a thing of the past come 
April if a statutory consultation 
to ratify Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil parking plans is given the 
green light.

Parking at Lochavullin Road, 
Longsdale (Atlantis) and 
Ganavan  beach will be charged 
at £1 per hour, after a two-hour 
period of free parking, while 
drivers will be charged for 
on-street parking seven days a 
week.

A fee of 25 pence for a 
15-minute parking period will 
also be set, removing all free 
on-street, short-term parking 
for ‘10 minutes’.

The fee for parking in Argyll 
and Bute was raised by 20 per 
cent in last week’s budget meet-
ing.

Recommending the plans at 
last week’s Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee, area 
chairman councillor Roddy 
McCuish said this would be the 
final stage of consultation in 
the long-running battle about 
parking charges in Oban town 
centre. 

He said: ‘There is another 
stage for people to have their 
say. We have had an informal 
consultation and people have 
come up with some good ideas.

‘Parking is an income stream 
[for the council]. We should 
start the statutory process as 
soon as possible. 

‘If people object, which they 
are entitled to do, then we will 
need to deal with that and that 
might take time. 

‘The statutory consultation 
is 28 days. If we get the clock 
started today we can deal with 
any objections as soon as we 

can. Jim Smith, head of roads 
at Argyll and Bute Council 
explained: ‘The proposals that 
we have worked up have cog-
nisance of public meetings and 
the online process. 

‘Everything so far has been 
informal consultation. We be-
lieve the set of proposals going 
forward to consultation will 
meet with broad acceptance.

‘Statuatory consultation will 
last for 28 days and objections 
will need to be heard. The 
shortest possible time would 
be April, but it may take much 
longer.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
asked that a delayed starting 
time could be introduced. 

She said: ‘I would like a later 
start to be considered in respect 
of visitors staying in bed and 
breakfasts. These businesses 
find their visitors go out at 9am 
or 9.30am and find that they al-
ready have tickets on their cars.’

The community council, road 
users and members of the pub-
lic will now be asked whether 
charges should be introduced to 
the Lochavullin Road, Longs-
dale (Atlantis) and Ganavan 
beach car parks. 

On-street parking charges will 
be introduced on Sundays after 
1pm. The late start to charging 
on a Sunday is being introduced 
to allow revellers the oppor-

tunity to pick up their cars the 
next day following a night out in 
the town.

Residents living in areas 
around the town say they are 
outraged the parking charge 
has been increased.

Ian S MacLean, councillor for 
Oban North and Lorn, said he 
has had complaints from resi-
dents living on Gallanach Road 
as there is congestion parking 
from ‘CalMac workers’.

He said people will struggle to 
find any space along Gallanach 
Road or in other outlying areas 
of the town.

He added: ‘Two ferries and 
cheaper prices on ferries will 
see more and more people 
parking in town for long periods 
of time as ships’ crews double 
and people visit the islands.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TALKS to resolve ongoing 
di�  culties to introduce parking 
charges at the ferry-stop for Iona 
will take place between council-
lors and the public before any 
change is made.

The meeting came about be-
cause rejected proposals meant 
visitors would have only had two 
hours on the island before their 
parking ticket ran out.

An informal consultation sug-
gested that parking charges in 
Fionnphort, on Mull, would o� er 
the � rst two hours of parking for 
free.

But at a meeting last week, 
this suggestion was laughed at 
by members of the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee as 
it can take longer to get onto the 
island and come back.

Iona does not allow non-res-
idential cars onto the island 
without special permission, so all 
visitors who come by car have to 
park at Fionnphort ferry port if 
they are to visit the island.

Councillors agreed that visitors 
would spend more time – and 
money – travelling back and forth 
on the Iona ferry topping up 
parking metres than on the island 
itself. 

Members of the area committee 
asked for a meeting with residents 
before any formal consultation 
took place.

The development of a parking 
policy for the rest of Mull, taking 
into consideration any increase in 
tra�  c following the introduction 
of cheaper ferry fares, was an-
nounced at the meeting.

Yachtsman arrested after 
dramatic rescue off Tiree 
A LONE yachtsman who was 
airlifted to safety on Tuesday 
lunchtime was later arrested 
under an international arrest 
warrant and was due to appear 
at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 
Wednesday February 17.

The Russian national made 
a mayday call shortly after 
midnight on Tuesday when his 
40ft boat got into difficulty 
near Skerryvore lighthouse, off 
the south west of Tiree. 

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said: ‘I can confirm that a 
35-year-old man has been ar-
rested and is detained in police 
custody in connection with an 
international arrest warrant.’

Two RNLI lifeboats were in-
volved in the rescue. The Islay 

boat attempted to secure a line 
to the yacht and a lifeboat from 
Barra was also sent to assist. 

The rescue effort was car-
ried out in very rough seas 
and severe gale force winds, 
according to the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency. 
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Councillors’ fury over 
manager’s no show
COUNCILLORS described 
themselves as ‘pretty angry’ 
after a member of the new health 
and social care shared services 
initiative failed to turn up to talk 
to them.

At the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee last week, 
a 30-minute discussion had to be 
put off for the ‘third time’ when 
the officer failed to appear.

Furious area chairman Coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish said he 
was not going to talk about the 
item in the officer’s absence. 

He continued: ‘This is one of 
the biggest changes that will 
ever be seen in local government 

social work services and it is a 
disgrace that no-one could be 
bothered to come out and speak 
to us today.

‘I will not be taking this item in 
their absence. 

‘Their absence puts us in a very 
difficult position because we are 
elected by the public to scruti-
nise the spending of money and 
yet no-one has come along today 
to let us know about their plans.

‘Timescales for these changes 
are hard enough and it is not 
acceptable that the member of 
staff has not turned up.’

Councillors Elaine Robertson 
and Mary-Jean Devon agreed 
with Mr McCuish and said they 
were very annoyed that no-one 
had turned up to speak.

Mrs Robertson said: ‘Every 
other area committee in Argyll 
and Bute will have had discus-
sions on the integration of health 
and social care. But not this area 
committee. 

‘It really is the time when the 
plans need to be moved forward, 
but I don’t think they can until 
we have had a conversation.’

Mrs Devon said: ‘Elaine and 
I will email the chief officer to 
tell them of our disappointment 
that no-one has turned out to 
the meeting today. Everyone has 
questions – so why are they not 
being answered.’

Councillor Iain Angus Mac-
Donald said: ‘I am pretty angry. 
Even if this is down to staff sick-
ness we cannot rely on a single 

person to come and speak to us 
about a paper like this.

‘What we have here is a case of 
public service indifference.’

NHS Highland spokesman 
aid; ‘We have contacted the 
chairman of the area committee 
to apologise for the fact that an 
adequate explanation wasn’t 
made regarding the availability 
of a senior manager to attend 
the committee to provide a 
progress report on the action 
taken to establish the Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership.  

‘If any member of the commit-
tee has any concerns or queries, 
we would be more than happy to 
discuss these with them in more 
detail.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Man fi ned 
£10,000 for 
damage 
to car and 
home 
A 22-YEAR-OLD  fisherman 
must pay £5,000 compensation 
to his mother for smashing up 
her home and another £5,000 
to a friend for wrecking his 
car, and if he doesn’t pay up in 
time he will be sent to jail.

The car belonged to the 
owner of a local seafood 
business and was painted in a  
distinctive tartan design.

Neil MacGregor, of Room 11 
Shore Street Flats, Oban, had 
previously admitted stealing 
the car on November 2 last year 
from the Railway Pier, Oban, 
driving without insurance and 
a licence, driving without due 
care and attention, failing to 
co-operate with a breath test 
or giving information about 
the driver of a vehicle.

He had also admitted that  
on July 17 last year he had de-
stroyed or damaged property 
and contents at his mother’s 
home in Benderloch.

When in court on Monday, 
MacGregor disagreed with 
the amount of money the car 
was worth.

‘I am prepared to fine you 
£5,000 instead,’ said Sheriff 
Mungo Bovey QC.

Sentencing had been 
deferred for reports to be 
prepared on MacGregor, who 
had admitted he had a drink 
problem and was undergoing 
counselling.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said that in the case 
of MacGregor’s mother, she 
had returned home from a 
day’s work to be greeted by her 
son saying, ‘I smashed your 
****ing windows’.

The damage included win-
dows, window frames, doors, 
plaster board; toilets and 
kitchen tiles pulled off, and 
furniture damaged. Initial 
damage was  estimated at 
£8,000 and later revised to 
more than £4,000.

On the night MacGregor 
took his friend’s car, police 
saw him on foot, wearing a 
distinctive yellow hoodie and 
covered in mud. The officers 
stopped to speak to him.

‘He we ****ing go,’ he re-
plied.

‘He was less than co-opera-
tive with the police,’ said the 
fiscal.

Police found the car on 
Glencruitten Road,  the back 
road between Connel and 
Oban, off the road and badly 
damaged.

‘The car was written off,’ 
said the fiscal, who added 
that CCTV footage at a 
local petrol station showed 
MacGregor and the car, and 
he had a receipt for petrol in 
his possession.

MacGregor’s defence agent  
Laura McManus said that her 
client suffered from addiction 
issues with alcohol, from 
depression and often acted 
impulsively, but he was now 
addressing his problem.

‘He doesn’t accept the com-
ments he is said to have made 
to his mother,’ she said.

Sheriff Bovey made 
MacGregor the subject of a 
community payback order  
with supervision for three 
years, including counselling 
for his alcohol problems, as 
well as the total of £10,000 
compensation. 

This money must be paid at 
£2,500 every six months or he 
will face six months in jail. 

For the driving offences he 
was disqualified for two years 
and his licence endorsed.

‘The loss of your friend’s 
distinctive vehicle was more 
than a financial disadvantage,’ 
said the sheriff.

SHERIFF Mungo Bovey QC 
handed down a sentence of 
nine months on Monday to a 
man who took heroin into an 
Oban bar.

‘Your record of offences 
shows a combination of weap-
ons and dealing in drugs; a 
significant sentence is called 
for,’ he said.

Sean Michael Reilly, 22, of no 
fixed abode, had been released 
from prison on licence on July 
15 last year and he admitted 
that he had heroin with intent 
to supply.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said Reilly had gone 
into the Lorne Bar, Stevenson 
Street, but his behaviour had 
alerted staff who called the 
police. He had a carrier bag 
containing a Chinese take-
away meal with him and had 
taken this with him into the 
toilets. 

After 20 minutes staff went 
to check on him. He went 
back into the bar where there 

was a noticeable change in his 
demeanour. Police found the 
carrier bag in the toilets and 
nearby a small plastic container 
containing a black wrap with 
brown powder inside. Tests 
showed this to be heroin.

‘He was taken to Oban 
Police Station where it was 
discovered he possessed two 
mobile phones; one of these 
was ringing constantly with the 
name of a local drug user  who 
is well-known to local police,’ 
said the fiscal.

Police found seven grams of 
heroin. A gram is equivalent to 
six £10 bags of the drug.

Reilly’s defence agent Laura 
McManus said Reilly felt he 
had been released on  licence 
without support; he had also 
made the decision to stop tak-
ing prescribed anti-psychotic 
medicine. 

She asked for a non-custodial 
sentence so that Reilly could 
address the root of his prob-
lems.

WHEN arrested for causing 
a disturbance on Soroba 
Road, Oban, a 19-year-old 
man admitted to police: ‘I’m a 
****ing idiot.’

Dylan John Restrick of 
Room 3, Greenacre, Connel, 
admitted using threatening 
and abusive words and behav-
iour on August 22 last year 
when he appeared before the 
town’s sheriff court on Mon-
day.

‘I think his response when 
charged sums things up,’ said 
Restrick’s defence agent, 
Edward Thornton. ‘He was 
upfront about the fact that he 
had far too much to drink.’

Mr Thornton added that 
Restrick was now hopeful of 
getting full-time employment.

Sheriff Mungo Bovey QC 
fined Restrick £300, ‘having 
regard to your limited record 
and the circumstances’. 

A PUBLIC meeting has been organ-
ised to discuss how ferries serving 
the islands could be better operated.

The contract to run services to 
the Hebrides and Clyde expires in 
September and the current operator 
Caledonian MacBrayne is facing 
competition from Serco Caledonian 
Limited after the Scottish Gov-
ernment invited bidders to submit 
tenders last year. 

Scottish ministers will evaluate 
the two bids before awarding the 
contract in May. 

On hand to answer questions about 
the current tendering process at 
the Oban meeting will be Gordon 
Martin, regional organiser of the 
RMT, the National Union of Rail, 
Maritime and Transport Workers.

However, organiser Breege Smyth 

said the meeting would also look to 
future alternatives: ‘Due to EU law, 
our ferries have got caught up in a 
tendering process and this is a costly 
exercise,’ she explained. ‘I would like 
to see continuity and that money 
spent on improving services. 

‘The difficulty Scotland has is, 
because they [the ferries] are gov-
ernment funded, you have to have 
transparency. 

‘But it’s a lifeline service, so does 
that give us an exclusion clause? 
What are the options?’ 

Michael Russell, SNP MSP for 
Argyll and Bute, will also be at the 
meeting to answer any questions.

Anyone is welcome to the meeting, 
which begins at 8pm on Friday 
February 26 in the McCaig Suite at 
Oban’s Corran Halls.

SNAGGING at Stafford Street 
has still not been completed in 
spite of councillors demanding 
the outdoor recreation area 
was finished by the end of 2015.

Planting, seating and faulty 
lighting are holding up the 
completion of the pedestri-
anised area in the centre of 
Oban.

The project was officially 
launched in October, but the 
contract has never been fully 
signed off by council officers.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
chairman of Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee, told 
fellow members: ‘We need 
it finished, and we need it 
finished as quickly as possible. 
I am presuming we are not 
paying them until it is done?’

CHORD manager Andrew 
Collins, speaking at the area 
committee last Wednesday, 
said: ‘I hoped to get this closed 
off as soon as possible.

‘There is a problem with 
the lighting as so many of the 
LEDs have blown. We are try-
ing to get the electricians back 
into the area – but we have not 
got a date yet.

‘The planting was not fit for 
purpose, so they have been tak-
en out and new planting should 
happen soon.

‘Some temporary seating has 
been placed on the top section 
of the pedestrianised area and 
we are currently waiting for a 
quote from [the same] contrac-
tors to provide more seating in 
this area.’ 

THE TRANSFORMATION of the 
former Rockfield school into a culture 
hub for Oban and the surrounding area 
moved a step closer this week.

Architects from across Scotland 
responded to a call from the Oban 
Communities Trust (OCT) for a design 
team to support the next stages of the 
Rockfield Centre project.

The trust received more than 70 
responses, with 22 practices submitting 
plans for the building. These have been 
assessed and a shortlist of five teams 
were due to visit Rockfield this week.

The winning team will undertake a 
variety of studies to explore the options 
for the development of the buildings 
and site, resulting in a development 

masterplan and a phased programme of 
improvements. Conservation measures 
for the main B-listed building will also 
form part of the work.

Andrew Pinkerton, project manager 
for the Rockfeld Centre, said: ‘We are 
delighted to have received such a high 
level of quality submissions and have 
found it challenging to prepare a short-
list for interview. 

‘The fact that so many high calibre 
names within the architecture profes-
sion across Scotland want to be involved 
in developing Rockfield highlights the 
importance of the project and strength-
ens the trust’s resolve to give new life to 
this Oban landmark.’

The aim of the project is to establish 

the Rockfield Centre as a creative cul-
tural hub which will operate as a social 
enterprise celebrating arts, culture, 
history, heritage, enterprise and com-
munity well-being.

The building was constructed in 1877 
as a primary school at a cost of £3,890.

The current stage of the project is be-
ing supported with funding from High-
lands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
the Architectural Heritage Fund.

Ailsa Raeburn, head of community 
assets at HIE, said: ‘It is great to see 
the community’s vision for the centre 
making progress. We are delighted to 
be providing support for this stage of 
the project and look forward to seeing 
the plans by the appointed design team.’

Nine months for 
man caught with 
heroin in pub

Teenager fi ned £300 over 
threatening behaviour

Public meeting to discuss 
ferries’ future and tendering

Snagging holding up 
pedestrian area sign-off

Shortlist of Rockfi eld design 
teams to visit centre this week
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A COUPLE who live in a house 
that has been plagued with damp 
problems have decided to look 
for alternative accommodation, 
writes Louise Glen.

Vicky Cunliffe and partner 
Mark Reid are living in a prop-
erty at Aldersyde in Taynuilt 
and the couple had raised the 
problem with The Oban Times 
three weeks ago.

This week Vicky says she has 
had enough: ‘Personally I feel 
ashamed. If I was paying the 

mortgage here I would do what-
ever it took within my power to 
get this problem fixed.

‘But so far West Highland 
Housing Association (WHHA) 
has sent out someone to wipe off 
the damp and replace bits of the 
ceiling tiles. 

‘We need something more 
fundemental to happen to take 
the problem away.

‘It just does not feel like home.’
Mother-in-law Lynn Murdoch 

carried out a survey amongst her 

neighbours last month to find 
out if they had similar dampness 
problems in their WHHA-rent-
ed homes – 14 of them said they 
had similar problems.

Mrs Murdoch says she is also 
now looking for a new home due 
to damp issues.

Lesley McInnes, chief execu-
tive of WHHA, said previously 
that she was aware of the prob-
lem. 

She said: ‘We have been 
considering the problems that 

tenants in Aldersyde have been 
having. 

‘We are concerned about the 
level of damp in some of the 
homes. 

‘We have had staff out to look 
at the problems in individual 
homes and we are working with a 
surveyor and other professionals 
to consider the best way forward.

‘We also understand the con-
cerns about the heating costs 
and will be speaking to residents 
about the problem.’

Couple forced out of home by damp
Vicky Cuncli� e in her bathroom where damp is spreading. 
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 18, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.15 3.0 08.46 1.5 15.27 3.1 20.53 1.5
Fri 03.32 3.2 10.02 1.4 16.20 3.3 21.56 1.3
Sat 04.15 3.4 10.52 1.2 16.54 3.5 22.44 1.1
Sun 04.51 3.7 11.33 1.1 17.24 3.7 23.25 0.9
Mon 05.26 3.8 12.09 1.0 17.55 3.8  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.03 0.8 06.00 4.0 12.43 0.9 18.26 3.9
Wed 00.40 0.7 06.33 4.0 13.16 1.0 18.56 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

19
8

6

Thursday Hail showers
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 6ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 8ºC.

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club had their best return from a 
championship last weekend when 
all three boxers who entered into 
the north of Scotland champion-
ships returned from the venue in 
Aberdeen with gold medals.
 Eleven-year-old Tyler Whyte 
produced a dominant perfor-
mance against the very capable 
Lee James of the famed Byron 
boxing club, in his 2004 novice 
final.
 Both boxers employed a sharp 
jab in the opening exchanges but 
Whyte’s greater work rate gave 
him the first round.

James started the next round in 
determined fashion but Whyte 
was in no mood to give ground 
and James found the strength of 
the Lochaber boxer forced him 
onto the back foot. This was a 
decisive round for Whyte.
 The final round was a dominant 
one for Whyte as his strength and 
work rate was beginning to wear 
down his young adversary. 

Cleverly cutting the ring off in-
stead of following his opponent, 
Whyte gave James no reprieve 
and the unanimous decision in 
Whyte’s favour will hopefully 
be the first of many titles in the 
future for this talented lad.
 Whyte’s older brother, 13-year-
old Cameron, has vast experience 
for one so young. He’s a multi-ti-
tled international boxer, but his 
2002 open final opposition was 
another international boxer in 

Youngsters at Caol primary were excited to see the Scottish Cup during a visit from Inverness Caley 
Thistle’s youth coaches. The team is the current holder of the cup and coaches have been doing � tness 

work and healthy eating talks with the pupils. The P6 class is pictured with the cup.

A FROZEN pitch resulted in 
Fort William’s Highland League 
Cup away to Forres Mechanics 
being postponed on Saturday for 
a second week running.

The match at Mosset Park 
was re-scheduled for yesterday 
(Wednesday).

However, the Fort did get some 
practise on the field last week, 
firstly with a friendly against a 
Badenoch and Strathspey select 
side on Wednesday.

It was their first match since 
January 3.

Goals from Scottie Davidson, 
Glenn Fell, Liam Taylor and a 
double from John Cameron, saw 
Fort William run out 5-2 winners.

There were some impressive 
performances, most notably ICT 
new boys Stephen Rennie and 
Kane Hull, and also young Sean 
Lieder. 

Also impressing on the night 
was Fort ‘veteran’ Iain Foggo.

Manager Ally Ewen told the 
players: ‘We actually scored 
seven times, but we had two per-
fectly good goals disallowed. We 
are starting to look a decent side.’

With Saturday’s game post-
poned, the Fort took on Inver-
ness amateur league side, Curry 
Hoose, in a friendly.

Goals from Taylor, Cameron 
and a Davidson hat-trick saw 
the Fort run out comfortable 5-0 
winners. The side said it could 
and probably should have been 
a lot more, if it wasn’t for an 
outstanding performance from 
Curry Hoose goalkeeper Steven 
Murray.

Fort William is hoping to be 
back to league action this Satur-
day with an away match against 
Formartine United at North 
Lodge Park, kick-off 3pm.

Triple gold for Phoenix boxers
the shape of HBA’s Darryl Rus-
sell of Inverness. 

These boys are perhaps the two 
best boxers in their division in 
Scotland let alone the north and 
this contest was highly anticipat-
ed by the crowd.

The bout started at a frenetic 
pace and never let up from first 
to last bell. The boxers stood 
at ring centre and tried to pick 
holes in each other’s defences in 
the opener; Whyte’s faster hands 
when throwing combinations 
tipping the round in his favour.

The second round saw Whyte 
employ changes of angle to open 
up gaps to exploit as the ferocious 
pace continued. Whyte always 
seemed ahead but Russell was 
always in the contest.

Feints
The last round saw each enjoy 

success but Whyte held the edge 
again as he walked Russell on to 
shots and used feints to create 
openings.

Not only did Whyte win the title 
by unanimous decision but at the 
end of the night was awarded the 
best young boxer in the northern 
district award.

Kevin Aitchison, 16, clinched 
his first title when he defeated 
Peterhead’s Brandon Innes in 
their youth intermediate title 
contest.

The taller Aitchison attempted 
to keep Innes at the end of his 
straight punches in the first but 
his work rate wasn’t as great 

as Innes, although both boxers 
landed roughly the same amount 
of clean shots. This was a tight 
round and hard to score.

The next stanza started in the 
same vein but halfway through 
the session Aitchison began to 

ShintyKilmallie        1
Oban Camanachd     1
BSW Cup

(Kilmallie win 2 – 1 on penalties)

CANAL Park, Caol was the ven-
ue for this entertaining friendly 
as Kilmallie and Oban Cama-
nachd continue their preparation 
for the 2016 shinty season.
  Kilmallie, who  have aspirations 
of playing in the Marine Harvest 
Premiership, proved to be a stern 
test for the Oban side.
  The visitors had the better of the 
opening exchanges but a com-
bination of missed chances and 
excellent goal keeping by young 
Shane Gillies kept the scores 
even while at the other end the 
contest between Gary Lord and 
Kilmallie’s new signing Duncan 
Rodgers as well as Gary MacK-

erracher and Michael Rodgers 
proved interesting.  
 Camanachd keeper Gavin Stob-
bart made a good save to make 
sure that the half time score re-
mained 0 – 0 in what was proving 
to be a competitive encounter. 
 Just before half-time Cama-
nachd youngster Connor Howe 
had to come off with a hand 
injury and was replaced with 
new signing Willie Neilson who 
on his first touch saw a 20-yard 
drive well saved by the Kilmallie 
keeper who was called into action 
once again this time saving well 
from Scott MacMillan.

The second half was more of the 
same with international player 
Daniel Cameron the driving 
force in midfield for the visitors 
although Kilmallie always looked 
dangerous on the break through 
the Rodgers combination.

It was Cameron who broke 
the deadlock in the 57th minute 
when his well struck shot put the 
Oban side into the lead.

However, five minutes later 
Michael Rodgers equalised with 
a fine strike from 25 yards.

Camanachd pushed forward 
in the last quarter looking for 
the winner but Shane Gillies 
pulled off two good saves from 
Scott MacMillan and Daniel 
MacVicar.  The final score after 
90 minutes was 1 -1.

The penalty shoot-out went in 
favour of the home side, who won 
2 – 1, retaining the BSW Cup.

Meanwhile Kilmallie’s second 
team recorded an impressive 4-0 
win over Inverness at the Bught 
Park.

LOCHABER Camanachd 
picked up their first silverware 
of 2016 when they beat Fort 
William 6-2 in a pre-season 
friendly at Spean Bridge, taking 
the Glenmhor Cup. 

Lochaber Camanachd players were delighted to be presented with the Glenmhor Cup. 

Lochaber come out on top in local derby
The cup, which dates to the ear-

ly 1900s, was originally presented 
to the winners of a one-day sum-
mer tournament between four 
Lochaber clubs.  

The tournament fell away with 

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel MacVicar falls in the Kilmallie goalmouth 
with Robbie MacFadyen during Saturday’s pre-season match.

 Photograph: John Paul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

Kilmallie 2nds travelled to take on Inverness 2nds at the Bught Park 
last Saturday. Above, Hannah Johnson and Lee Dunning tussle for 

the ball. Photo: Donald Cameron

Kilmallie lift BSW Cup after penalty 
shoot-out win over Oban Camanachd

the advent of summer shinty 
and was brought out of storage 
in Spean Bridge for Saturday’s 
match. 

Shinty

pick things up using his legs to 
ensure he had enough room to 
fire his jab and straight right 
cross. 

Aitchison had completely taken 
charge by the bell and the round 
was his without doubt.

The final round was a pro-
cession for Aitchison as he 
dominated behind what was now 
a lightning jab and powerful 
backhand. The fact that he has 
trained solidly all season since 
July without a recognisable 

break has made a noticeable 
difference in his boxing and is a 
major factor in his win and maid-
en championship victory.

Tyler White, his brother Cameron and Kevin Aitchison with their gold medals. Cameron also won the award as the best young boxer
in the northern district.


