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Postal van thefts
and Corsa stolen

Coastguard helps
pupils to safety

Shadow to fall on 
West Highlands

Argyll council tax
to stay the same

A ROYAL MAIL van had
parcels and letters stolen from
it when it was left overnight in
a residential area of Tobermory 
on Mull.

On the same night a Vauxhall
Corsa car was taken from Main
Street in the village.

Both thefts happened
sometime between 8pm on
Wednesday, February 11 and
9am Thursday, February 12.

Witnesses are being sought. 

A TOTAL eclipse of the sun
will be visible in the West
Highlands and islands for
the first time in a decade in
the Northern hemisphere on 
Friday, March 20.

People will witness up to
97 per cent of the sun being 
obscured by the moon at about
9.45am, which will cast a shad-
ow for less than three minutes.

THE COASTGUARD on
Benbecula led 59 pupils to safe-
ty on Monday after fears the
tide might cut them off while
the Balivanich primary chil-
dren were on an after-school
cross-country activity session
at the beach.

A Western Isles spokesman
said: ‘No pupils were at risk at
any time but we appreciate the
vigilance of the coastguard.’

COUNCIL tax will be the 
same in 2015-16 as it has been 
for the last eight years in Argyll
and Bute.

Band D will remain at £1,178
per year with payments to 
Scottish Water in the same
band of £410.85.

A SUCCESSFUL international
businessman has agreed to
head up Argyll and Bute’s newly 
formed economic forum.

Nick Ferguson, CBE, who is
chairman of BskyB – the biggest
broadcasting company in Europe
- will take the helm of the group at
its first meeting on March 7.  

A resident of Tighnabruaich,
neighbours described Nick (pic-
tured) and his wife Jane as ‘very 
much part of the community’.

Speaking about his appointment
while caught in a snowstorm in the
USA, Nick told The Oban Times
on Tuesday: ‘Argyll has a number
of sectors in which we have a
competitive advantage, such as
tourism and food production, and 

Argyll reaches for the Sky
A CARGO ship 
which ran aground 
near Ardnamurchan
Point at 2am on 
Wednesday is likely 
to be stuck for some
time, according to 
the Maritime Coast-
guard Agency.

No one was injured 
on the 120m-long 
Lysblink Seaways 
container ship and 
it is not thought to
be in any immediate 
danger. 

As The Oban Times
went to press, tugs 
were on their way to 
help free the ship.

Cargo ship 
aground

in which we are very successful.
‘I would hope that we can  build 

on those successes and seek to re-
move barriers to further growth. 

‘We’ll be working towards 
unlocking the major development 
potential of our area, creating 
jobs and attracting people.’

The forum will focus on job 
creation, long-term strategic
development of the economy and
promoting inward investment.

The Financial Times referred to 
Mr Ferguson last year as a ‘lead-
ing British private equity boss’.

Nick and Jane Ferguson set up 
the Kilfinnan Trust and provide 
scholarships for 12 Argyll students 
each year to attend Edinburgh 
University. 

PLANS to install pontoons in 
Oban Bay as early as this May 
have been warmly welcomed by 
the business community, follow-
ing years of wrangling over the 
proposal. 

Oban-based councillor Roddy 
McCuish revealed the news at a 

meeting of Oban, Lorn and the
Isles area committee last week,
in response to a question by Neil
Mackay, a former councillor who
now works for business commu-
nity company BID4Oban.

Mr Mackay said plans due to 
be in place in 2011 ‘had never 
materialised’, adding that a 
lack of progress on the pontoon
development was limiting the

town’s offering to visiting sailors.  
Councillor McCuish said he 

was ‘pleased to be able to reveal’ 
that six floating pontoons were 
being sought by Argyll and Bute 
council in time for the summer
tourist season.

Admitting the plans were ‘long 
overdue’, councillor McCuish 
continued: ‘Council officers are
currently looking for pontoons

and we hope to get them in the
water for May this year.

‘I am aware that cruise ships
such as The World (the world’s
biggest cruise ship) and the
Queen Mary 2 are coming to the
town this year and it is important 
we look as though we are making
progress.

‘It is great that we are moving
forward at last.’

Councillor McCuish has met
Oban Bay Marine, which initially 
proposed the project, but asked
those at the meeting to help 
inform the business community.

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
BID4Oban, said: ‘We’ve worked 
hard to make cruise ship visitors
feel welcome in Oban, providing
welcome packs tailored to spe-
cific vessels to businesses around
town when a ship is due in port.

‘We are delighted to learn that
it will soon become very much 
easier for passengers to come
ashore.

‘And we very much look for-
ward to welcoming these visitors
as the season progresses.

‘The new facility will be yet
another reason for people to love
Oban.’

A spokesman for Oban Bay 
Marine (OBM), which has been
granted planning permission for
a transit marina berthing in the
bay, said on Tuesday: ‘We met
councillors Roddy McCuish,
Elaine Robertson and Iain
MacLean on Friday and they 
explained their idea for the
pontoons.

‘OBM is still in discussion with
the council vis-à-vis longer-term
proposals for a marina in Oban
Bay.

‘But until such time as it has de-
tails of the temporary proposal
that can be shared with OBM, we
can’t make any comment.’

BID4Oban’s business plan
states developments in the bay 
are vital for attracting visitors to
Oban, which will generate con-
siderable revenue for the town.

Oban pontoons on crest of 
a wave for summer season
LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

WAVE OF ENTHUSIASM: BID4Oban’s Neil Mackay and Graeme Bass welcome the news about the
imminent arrival of the Oban Bay pontoons 16_t08pont7

COWGIRL: It was more than 
beginner’s luck at play when 
smiley nine-year-old Emily 
Armstrong helped her father,
Mark, win a trophy at last 
weekend’s Highland Cattle
Society show in Oban livestock 
centre. 

The Tiree primary school
pupil had never shown cattle
before but helped her family’s

Balemartine fold win the year-
ling heifer championship.

Emily was also runner-up in
the young handlers’ competi-
tion and is desperate to enter
the show ring again, even ask-
ing her father if she could take
her trophy into school. 
For more on this year’s spring
show and sale, turn to pages

16 and 17.             16_t08highland02

A CHAMPION LASS

A FAULTY cable underneath 
a dirty duct on the main road 
from Oban is hampering tele-
phones in the Connel area.

Residents in Lora View, 
North Connel have complained 
of faulty landlines since the 
middle of January but BT said 
it will be next week before the
problem can be fixed.

Carol Turnbull of Lorn View
said: ‘I’ve been without my BT 

landline for a week. My neigh-
bour two doors down has been
without a telephone connection
since January 18.’

Louise Steel, who lives in
the same street, has made a
complaint about a constant
‘crackling’ on the line.

A spokesman for BT Scotland
apologised for the delay and
said it was working hard to fix 
the fault.

He continued: ‘Openreach 
engineers traced the problem
to a faulty cable underneath the
A85. Engineers attempted to
fix the fault at the beginning of 
the month but a number of un-
derground ducts were identified
which require unblocking.

‘The earliest date provided
by BEAR Scotland to close the
road is next Monday (February 
23).’

Customers dish the dirt over landlines
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Pupils learn lessons for life

The glow of glorious food

Quizzing the good doctor 

Chocolate vote for Roses

SMILES BETTER: family fun and games in the Aros hall

EIGHTY people from all over Mull sat down last Saturday to 
a fabulous meal in Salen Parish Church. 

The very popular annual candlelit supper was a lovely evening 
of good company and excellent food.

All the food, mostly local produce, was donated and prepared 
by members and friends of the church.  The major cuts of meat 
were cooked in the church centre kitchen under the watchful 
eye of a number of expert chefs.

The Rev Johnny Paton welcomed guests and said grace before
everyone tucked in. Through the diners’ generosity more than 
£1,000 was raised for church funds.

A great deal of time and effort was put into the evening and 
it has now become an eagerly-awaited annual highlight of the 
church calendar.

THE FUNDRAISERS and crew of Tobermory Royal National
Lifeboat Institution hosted two successful events to mark SOS 
Day at the end of January.

A pub quiz held at the Mishnish hotel attracted more than 12 
teams and raised more than £270 for the lifeboat charity that 
saves lives at sea.

There was controversy when quizmaster Dr Sam Jones was
challenged by fellow crew member and nurse, Mhairi Macad-
am, over a medical related question, which left Dr Sam vowing
to swot up on anatomy for next year’s event.

The following day saw a frenetic pace with family fun and
games at the Aros hall with ‘Smiles on Saturday’. It raised £90.

THERE are just four weeks left to
invest in a community hydro scheme
in Lochaber.

Sunart Community Renewables has
offered stakes in the scheme for a
previously untapped power source in
Strontian  and has agreed to extend
the share offer by a further fortnight.

The group has now received more 
than £360,000 in shares, mostly from
the north west Highlands, although

HIGHLAND council has received an
award in recognition of its work for the
environment.

The local authority was named 
the World Wildlife Fund’s Earth
Hour local authority champion joint 
winner with South Ayrshire council 
for  switching off all lights in many 
council buildings across the region last

people from all over Britain have also
invested. 

Any funding gap remaining when
the share offer closes on March 25 will 
be plugged by a loan from RBS social 
and community capital fund and the 
Scottish investment bank’s renewable 
energy investment fund.

To apply for a share, contact Dale
Meegan on 07718132680 or see www.
SunartCommunityRenewables.org.uk 

Final bid to plug hydro scheme

Highland wins lights out award

ARGYLL’S MP Alan Reid
has called for a cut in the 
price of a dram.

The Lib Dem politician 
urged Tory chancellor George
Osborne to reduce the excise 
duty on Scotch whisky by two 
per cent in the last budget
before May’s general election.

The Argyll and Bute MP, 
who is vice chairman of  the
all-party parliamentary group 
on Scotch whisky, had lobbied
successfully for a debate
on the state of the whisky 
industry.  

Speaking in the House of 
Commons last Thursday, 
Mr Reid said: ‘A bottle of 
whisky is taxed at 80 per cent, 
which is far too high. Scotch 
whisky provides 40,000 jobs
directly and indirectly across 
the UK, 7,400 of which are in 
Scotland’s rural communities.

‘It remains the UK’s largest
food and drink sector, adding
almost £5 billion to the UK 
economy.’

MP dramming up
support on tax cut

Imperial birds are
talk  of the trust

Lifeboat helps in 
hospital transfer

Major cash boost
will fi nance trips
AN Oban youth project
has received £5,000 to help
arrange trips and activities for 
members throughout the year.

The Oban Youth Café 
Project (OYC) and funder
Scottish Sea Farms have com-
bined to arrange the diary 
of events during school half 
terms and summer holidays,
something the youth café was 
unable to do last year because
of a lack of money.

Lori Hannah, youth worker
at OYC, said: ‘For some 
young people, this is the
only opportunity they have
to get away or take part in 
something interesting over
the school holidays.’

OYC works with around 100 
12 to 19-year-olds in the Oban
area and opened in 2001.

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

INFORMATION is being sought
about a 200-metre miniature railway, 
run in Ardrishaig by volunteers in the
1980s and early 1990s before being
gifted to Campbeltown.

Bryan Passey, 77, from Lochgilp-
head, is keen to find out what has
happened to some of the accessories,
apart from the locomotive, carriage
and track which are now with
Machrihanish Airbase Community 
Company. The missing items include
old-fashioned railway lamps, spare
sleepers and a water tower.

Anyone with any information can
contact Mr Passey on 01546 602918.

A TOBERMORY family bakery 
and cheese business has applied to
develop land south-west of the town.

J and C Reade and Son propose 
to build six private houses and six 
affordable, in four phases, to create
an area of light industrial use behind
the Island Bakery with the affordable
units primarily for employees of the
nearby Sgiob-Ruadh Farm and the
Island Bakery.

The plans for the land, on the 
B8073 road to Dervaig, was recom-
mended for approval at Argyll and
Bute council’s planning committee
yesterday (Wednesday).

Missing railway parts Mull family planning

OBAN lifeboat was called
out twice over the weekend to
Mull and Kerrera to take two
people to the mainland for
hospital treatment.

On Sunday night, the Mora 
Edith MacDonald, with two
paramedics on board, was sent
to help transport a woman
from Craignure, Isle of Mull. 

In the early hours of last
Friday, the crew had made the 
short trip to Oban Marina, 
Kerrera, with two paramedics
to help a person suffering 
from chest pains.

A MOTHER of two who has
been unable to see her young
baby and toddler as she battles
against a rare cancer has de-
scribed her ordeal as ‘hell’.

Fiona Hart, 31, from Islay, is
being treated for EBV lymphoma
and is undergoing chemotherapy 
at Glasgow’s Southern General
hospital but has been told she
needs a bone marrow transplant
and doctors are desperately 
seeking a donor.

Fiona has a two-year-old son,
Jacob, and gave birth to baby 
Honor on September 2 last year.

But just weeks after Honor’s
birth, Fiona was admitted to 
hospital and has barely seen her
daughter since. The children
are unable to visit their mother
because her immune system is
severely weakened by the chemo-
therapy.

Fiona, a paediatric nurse, and
her husband, Simon, moved back 
to their native isle of Islay from
Glasgow last year to be closer to
family and for firefighter Simon
to take up a post at Islay airport.

But what should have been an
idyllic new life has turned into a
nightmare for the couple, whose
parents are looking after their
children on Islay while Fiona is 
treated in Glasgow.

Fiona had been ill throughout
her pregnancy but her condition
was only diagnosed in December
last year, as doctors had blamed 
the pregnancy for her symptoms
of blocked sinuses and severe
swelling in her face.

Following the birth, Fiona’s 

sinus problems worsened. Her
face was swollen and distorted
with her eyes almost closed by 
swelling; she lost her voice and
she was also found to have abnor-
mal liver function and gallstones,
losing more than four stones in
weight after the birth.

Fiona said: ‘The past few
months have been hell. It took 

so long to get people to believe I
was sick but then I was flown off 
the island because my tempera-
ture had gone up to 40 degrees
and my heart rate was 140 beats
per minute. We didn’t know it
was the cancer that had caused 
it until I started treatment in
Glasgow.

‘The chemotherapy is helping 
and the swelling has gone down 
- everything is going in the right 
direction - but it is horrific being
away from the children. I feel 
like my wee boy is growing up 
without me and I have barely 
seen my wee girl.

‘I just want to get better and get
home; get back to normal.’

Since the discovery of Fiona’s
rare condition - only a handful 
of people in the UK suffer from
that type of lymphoma - Simon
has joined the bone marrow
register through the charity 
Delete Blood Cancer and has
encouraged others to do so.

The 39-year-old, who is staying
in Glasgow during Fiona’s treat-
ment, said: ‘Fiona is my priority 
but I just feel I’m lost, like I’m 
not doing enough.

‘I have signed up to the bone
marrow donor list and it was
easy to do. I signed up with De-
lete Blood Cancer because the
Anthony Nolan does not register
people over the age of 30.

‘The ideal age of a donor is 
16 - 30 but when you are 18 or 19
years old you can be quite selfish.

‘You don’t think of how you
could help someone like Fiona.

‘The treatment is doubly hard 
for her because she is missing
her children growing up. It’s
breaking her heart. I admit I was

ignorant before this happened 
to us but I’m on the register now 
and hopefully I’ll be able to help 
someone else.’

The family has expressed grati-
tude to fellow Ilich who have sent 
cards and organised fundraising 
events. 

Fiona even joked that her little 
girl will have clothes until she is 
five years old. 

Anthony Nolan was the world’s
first bone marrow register and 
is particularly looking for men 
aged 16 - 30 years. 

Delete Blood Cancer is an in-
ternational charity that launched
in the UK in 2013 and will accept 
donors up to the age of 55.

Joining the charities’ registers is 
simple to do online and requires 
only a swab from inside a cheek.

Visit either charity’s websites to 
find out how to join the register.

DOCTORS IN DESPERATE SEARCH FOR BONE MARROW DONOR

HAPPY FAMILY: Simon and Fiona Hart, with son Jacob, hope that a bone marrow donor can be found to help treat Fiona’s rare cancer

Brave Islay mum longs to 
be back with her children

FACTFILE 

 Someone is diagnosed
with blood cancer every 20 
minutes.

Around 2,000 people in
the UK need a bone marrow
(or stem cell) transplant from
a stranger each year. This is
usually their last chance of 
survival.

  You have a 25 per cent to 
30 per cent chance of having 
the same tissue type as a 
sibling.

  90 per cent of donations 
take place via peripheral 
blood stem cell (PBSC) col-
lection. This is an outpatient 
appointment and is similar to
donating blood.

The past few
months have 
been hell. It
took so long 
to get people 
to believe 
I was sick 
... I feel my
wee boy is 
growing up 
without me
and I have 
barely seen 
my wee girl
”

Fiona Hart
A FORMER member of the 
British Antarctic Survey, now
based at Dunstaffnage, gave 
the January lecture at the 
Argyll and Lochaber group of 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust.

Dr Phil Anderson, of the
Scottish Marine Institute,
talked about Emperor pen-
guins in Antarctica.

Dr Steven Benjamins will
speak at the trust meeting
today (February 19).

FAMOUS FIVE: Tobermory pupils are the fi rst in Scotland to 
complete a study in skills for lifelong learning

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD: members and friends of Salen parish
church enjoy a sumptuous meal by candlelight

ISLANDERS are being urged to vote online for a Mull centre
that provides outdoor activities for young carers.

The Roses Project plans to bring carers as young as seven
years old to a residential holiday at Tavool House this year and 
has made it on to the shortlist of the Galaxy Hot Chocolate
fund competition.

Gill Spink at the Roses Project said: ‘We need as many peo-
ple as possible to go to www.galaxyhotchocolate.com and vote
for the Roses Project. The winning charities will receive £300
each.

‘We would love to be able to use this money to buy the out-
door clothing these children will need.’ For more information
on the Roses Project, please visit www.rosesproject.co.uk or
check out the Facebook page ‘Friends of The Roses Project.’

March to raise awareness about cli-
mate change. Jimmy Gray, Highland 
council convenor, said: ‘Initiatives
such as these are an important step
in raising the overall awareness of the
need to focus on reducing our carbon
footprint.’

This year’s Earth Hour is to be held 
from 8.30pm-9.30pm on March 28.

ANIMALS have brought learning to life for five Tobermory 
primary school pupils.

The children have been taking part in a ground-breaking
project led by primary three and four teacher Lilian Mitch-
ell-Stephen.

The idea is to use animals to help children learn more effec-
tively - and in doing so discover where they may have strengths
and weaknesses in their strategies for learning.

For instance,  an owl can help them take a broader view, and
step back from their project to get new ideas when they are
stuck.

The tortoise shows them how to persevere and show resilience,
whereas the curious cat helps them to make new discoveries
and get below the surface to look for deeper meanings. 

The seven animals are linked to seven dimensions of learning.
The children have also completed a question and answer

session which provides them with a visual map of their personal 
learning journey.

The pupils are the first in Scotland to complete this Effective
Lifelong Learning Inventory profile and it is to be extended
across Tobermory’s primary and secondary schools.

DIGITAL OR PRINT
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THE OBAN Times can ex-
clusively reveal that a further
3,000 tickets will go on sale
this Sunday for the Skerryvore
Decade concert at Mossfield
Stadium, Oban.

Organisers admit they ‘un-
derestimated’ the interest in 
the gig to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the trad rock 
band, which traces its roots to 
the Isle of Tiree.

But after 1,500 early bird
tickets sold out in 55 minutes 
and a further 1,500 sold in
less than 30 minutes last
week, organisers have agreed
to double the capacity at the 
May 30 event.

The potential audience of 
6,000 is far and away the big-
gest for a concert headlined 
by Skerryvore and founding
band member and accordion 
player Daniel Gillespie, who 
hails from Tiree, said the tick-
et rush took him by surprise.

Daniel, who had initially 
expected to sell around 2,000
tickets, added: ‘Our decision 
to release a further 3,000
tickets is based on letting as
many people as possible come 
along.

‘Through the ticket provider 
Eventbrite, we monitored
the second batch of tickets
and they were allocated in 
minutes with purchases being
made as far away as Norway,
Denmark, Germany and a
huge number from England.
There were as many as 4,000
people in the ticket shop.

‘This event is a great oppor-
tunity, not just for the band, 
but for Oban too.’

Skerryvore Decade is being 
organised in conjunction
with BID4Oban and features 
guests including Manran, the 
Red Hot Chilli Pipers and 
Sharon Shannon.

After agreeing to increase 
capacity, organisers have
invested in an artificial grass 
carpet to cover and protect 
the Mossfield pitch.

Neil Mackay, events manag-
er for BID4Oban, said: ‘We 
are delighted to be working 
with Skerryvore to produce a
high profile and quality event 
such as this, one that the 
community can be proud of.’

Tickets will go on sale at
4pm on Sunday from the web-
site skerryvoredecade.com

Anniversary gig is 
big ticket item as 
demand from fans 
is overwhelming

Town’s pipe band 
in the soup over 
Valentine’s event
OBAN pipe band hall was a 
popular venue on Saturday when 
a good number of locals turned 
out to support the band’s Val-
entine’s Day soup lunch.

A selection of homemade 
soups was enjoyed and the St. 
Valentine’s theme was very 
evident in the excellent display 
of home baking.

The committee and band mem-
bers expressed their gratitude to
all the supporters who took the 
time to bake, to help with the
serving and to the many people
who came along and supported 
the event.

The soup lunch raised the 
sum of £478, which will be used 
towards the band’s travel costs 
during the 2015 competition 
season.

TASTY TREAT:
Rachael Steward, 7, 
from North Connel, 
sampled some of the 
Valentine’s-themed baking 
at the soup lunch 

A LEADING trades unionist
has raised concerns that
workers’ conditions could be
put in jeopardy, as the Clyde
and Hebridean Ferries Ser-
vices (CHFS) tender process 
begins.

Stephen Boyd, who is assis-
tant secretary of the Scottish
Trades Union Congress, told 
MSPs in Holyrood about his
fears over privatisation of the
service at a meeting earlier 

this month. The contract is
currently held by operator
Caledonian MacBrayne
(CalMac), but goes out to full
tender in October.

There has been renewed in-
terest from other operators in
the Scottish government-sub-
sidised contract.

Mr Boyd said: ‘We want safe-
guards put in place to protect 
pensions, wages and worker
conditions. There are seamen
who are paid below minimum 
wage. We need to ensure that 
never happens.

‘It’s a concern to find out
who is going to bid for the 
contract. Despite the criticism
they get, CalMac does a good
job on what is a fundamental
lifeline service for people on
these island routes.

‘Nobody wants to see the
service become privatised and
suffer in quality as a conse-
quence.’

Part of the briefing present-
ed by Mr  Boyd highlighted
fears that if the CHFS
contract was privatised, the
Scottish government could be

exposing Scottish seafarers to
the low-cost crewing practices 
common in other areas of the
UK shipping industry.

According to Mr Boyd, some
non-UK seafarers working on 
vessels around the Scottish 
and UK coastline are paid 
below minimum wage, with
one Lithuanian firm paying
£1.64 an hour.

MSP for Argyll and Bute, 
Michael Russell, who attend-
ed the meeting, said there 
was cross-party support for 
the ferry tender remaining a 

public service. ‘There were 
elected members present at 
the meeting from Labour, 
some independent and others
from the SNP, including John 
Swinney,’ he said.

‘There was very strong 
support for the trade union
position that CalMac needs 
to remain a public service. In 
fact, not one person in attend-
ance felt CalMac should be 
privatised. The SNP strongly 
supports the belief of the trade 
unions that CalMac remains a 
public body.’

Russell supports union’s case to keep island 
lifeline ferry services in public ownership
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

THE FORMER Rockfield pri-
mary school in Oban will be sold 
to the community for £1,000 - but 
it won’t receive the cash it needs
to get rid of dry rot.

 understands
that the cash offer from Oban
Community Trust (OCT) is
expected to be recommended
to Argyll and Bute council at its
meeting in April – but a ‘bag of 
cash’ to rid the building of dry rot
would not be on offer.

The decision on the future of 
the B-listed Victorian building
was made in private at last week’s 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area
committee.

 led objections
to the secrecy around the deci-
sion-making process.

Committee chairwoman Elaine
Robertson, deputising for coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish who had
declared an interest in the mat-
ter, said allowing the press to stay 
in the meeting was ‘not in its gift’ 
due to the commercial sensitivity 
of bidders.

Before press and public were 
excluded, councillors heard an
impassioned plea from the OCT
chairman, solicitor Gordon
MacNab, who said the group was
prepared to take on the building 

‘after the dry rot treatment was
completed’.

Mr MacNab said: ‘All we would
ask the council to tackle is the
problem of dry rot. We have
shown that the building can be
saved and will not be demolished.

‘Don’t come back and tell
us there is no money. We are
offering £1,000 and you [the
council] treat the dry rot at a

cost of £50,000 - £60,000. The 
reinstatement [of the building] 
will be much, much more.’

‘You are being asked to support 
this project,’ he said. 

‘It represents hope - this is spe-
cial. A massive amount of work 
has been done by only a few of us.
The potential of this is project is 
huge.’

A council spokeswoman 

confirmed the Oban, Lorn and
the Isles area committee had
made recommendations to be 
considered by the full council,
but added: ‘It is not possible to 
provide any more details at this
stage because this is an exempt
item, but council officers contin-
ue to work with the community 
group as it makes progress with
its business case.’

STRONG TIES: Fiona Campbell Smith ties a ribbon to the fence around Rockfi eld last summer to
symbolise its enduring bonds with the people of Oban

Island partnership 
over missing link
AN ISLAND road that has 
been compared to a cart track 
by councillors will be replaced 
with a modern link road - but 
only if residents can help raise 
the cash. 

Argyll and Bute council had 
previously agreed to help find 
money for a community-led 
initiative on Kerrera to link 
the north and south of the 
island by road.

Historically, the island has 
supported two communities: 
one at the north of the island 
linked to the mainland 
by Oban’s North Pier and 
another at the south with a 
ferry at Gallanach. 

A topographical survey, 
funded by the council, will 
assess the viability of the 
project and, importantly, lay 
down the extent of the work 
required.

But the council has warned 
it cannot fully fund the 

project, the cost of which last 
year was estimated somewhere
between £600,000 and £1
million. 

Island landowner Dunollie
Estates has advised that it
would be prepared to allow 
the ground for the road to be
‘acquired’ by the community,
to enable it to apply for grant
funding.

At a meeting of the council’s
Oban, Lorn and the Isles
area committee last week,
chairman councillor Roddy 
McCuish said: ‘I find it quite
incredible that Kerrera doesn’t 
have a road linking one end of 
the island to the other.

‘This is an opportunity to 
see what we could do for the
island by working in partner-
ship with them.

‘This will be a communi-
ty-led bid but it is good that
Dunollie Estate is doing
something that is vital for the
community. Kerrera needs
to have this infrastructure in
place.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

As The Oban Times went to 
press Alison Chadwick, a board 
member of OBM, said the group
had still not heard anything about
the outcome of the meeting.

Ms Chadwick said: ‘We sub-
mitted our business case by the
end of November. We have the
overwhelming backing of the 
community and the unanimous 
backing of the community coun-
cil.

‘It is disappointing that to date
we have not heard anything from 
the council.’

OCT has previously highlight-
ed the need for urgency by the 
council in reaching a decision, 
having estimated the cost of dry 
rot would rise by around £1,200 
a day.

A council insider, who asked
not to be named, told The Oban
Times the debate between coun-
cillors lasted 40 minutes. 

They continued: ‘But in light
of the council’s huge deficit it
was deemed necessary to draw
the line at passing on £50,000 -
£60,000 to the group.

‘It would have been very 
difficult to pass the decision 
with a balloon payment and get
a positive decision from the full
council.

‘This way, the group has a fight-
ing chance to secure the building
in May.’

Political pundit in 
Grassroots debate

Loch Etive appeal
heard this week

Dementia group’s 
inspirational talk 

A test triumph for
Oban’s racing ace

WILLIAMS Formula One
(F1) test driver Susie Wolff 
will drive the team’s 2015 car,
the FW37, at Barcelona today 
(Thursday), the opening day 
of F1’s second pre-season test.

The 32-year-old driver, who
is originally from Oban, has
been handed a bigger role at
Williams after an impressive
season last year.

She will be testing the car
alongside world champions
Lewis Hamilton, Kimi Raik-
konen and Jenson Buttong.

WRITER, political com-
mentator and research fellow
Gerry Hassan will be the guest
of Oban’s Grassroots cafe next
month.

Mr Hassan will be speaking
about a changing Scotland at
the Corran halls’ McCaig suite
on March 5 at 7.30pm.

His activities include speak-
ing at conferences and events
in Scotland, the UK and inter-
nationally on themes ranging
from contemporary Scotland,
the UK, social change and
imagining the future.

No grey areas as 
cinema is packed
FIFTY Shades of Grey, the 
risqué movie blockbuster
about a relationship between 
a multi-millionaire and a
student, has sold out at Oban 
Phoenix cinema.

The excitement shown in the 
film has led to extra shows 
being added to the cinema’s 
programme schedule.

A DECISION by Argyll and
Bute council to grant permis-
sion for a 10-cage fish farm on
Loch Etive is the subject of an 
appeal at the Court of Session
that began this week.

Protest group Friends of 
Loch Etive (FOLE) took legal 
action against the unanimous
decision of the planning 
committee last year to grant 
permission for the Dawnfresh
fish farm at Sailean Ruadh.

FOLE said it was appealing 
the decision as Dawnfresh al-
ready operated five fish farms
on the loch.

AN EVENING of discussion
with two people who have
suffered from mental health 
issues has been described as 
‘inspirational’ by a dementia
adviser from Oban.

Around 80 people attended
a question and answer session
on February 11 at the Phoenix 
cinema in George Street,
where local women Agnes
Houston and Nancy McAdam 
discussed their experiences of 
living with dementia.

The session was part of the
Scottish mental Health Arts
and Film festival, supported 
by the NHS, with 50 per cent 
of the money from tickets sales
going to supporting people
with dementia and their carers.

The evening was organised
by Alzheimer Scotland’s Oban 
Dementia Resource centre.
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£37.5M BUDGET ‘SAVINGS’ CONFRONT COUNCIL BUT ADMINISTRATION REMAINS POSITIVE ABOUT THE FUTURE

It’s time to talk up Argyll urges 
deputy as tough times lie ahead

STAFF at Oban’s Oxfam store
on George Street were worried
the town would have nowhere 
to buy red noses for this year’s
Comic Relief, as the store is
to close for maintenance on 
February 24.

However, staff at McCaig’s
Warehouse on the Railway Pier
have stepped in and taken over 
the mantle as official supplier,
until the work is done. 

Claire MacPhee, manager of 
Oxfam, said: ‘With Comic Relief 
on March 13, it would have been 
a shame if no-one had a chance 
to buy a nose in the town.’

Shona Wood, manageress at 

McCaig’s, added: ‘We didn’t
want the charity to lose out and 
it’s such a great cause to support, 
so we were delighted to help, 
especially for people who come 
to Oban from the islands to get
their noses.’

Oxfam is selling noses until 
the shop closes on February 24,
when McCaig’s will take over, 
until Oxfam reopens on March
19. 

TAKE IT AS RED:
Claire Macphee (second

from right) with McCaig’s 
Warehouse staff  Morvern

Stobbart, Amanda Pitts 
and Shona Wood, who are
‘delighted’ to support the 

Red Nose Day appeal

McCaig’s red-y 
to take on noses 
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

PEOPLE are being challenged 
to ‘talk up Argyll and Bute’ in 
order to turn around its flagging
economy.

In an upbeat and largely uncon-
tested budget meeting at Argyll 
and Bute council’s Lochgilphead 
headquarters last Thursday, the
predominant words used by both
the leader and deputy leader
were ‘challenge’ and ‘progress’.

Council leader Dick Walsh
defended a one per cent cut
from every council department 
budget, excluding economic 
development, and said this would 
lead to a period of financial 
stability for the council. 

Referring to an expected £27  - 
£37 million deficit in the budget,
the council leader continued: 
‘In our two-year programme
of financial stability, we have 
planned strategically for the 
budget challenge in 2016 and
beyond. We cannot do as much 
for our communities as we or
they would like.

‘The council is investing mil-

lions of pounds in regenerating
our communities.’

He pointed to investment
in schools, in various cultural
projects such as the Kilmartin
museum, the Bute pavilion and
the Heritage of the Sea, in local
infrastructure such as roads and
transport links.

He said: ‘Difficult decisions
will have to be made, but we will
make decisions in the interests of 
all.’

However, council deputy leader
Ellen Morton stole the head-
lines when she announced the
appointment of Nick Ferguson,
chairman of BSkyB, to head up a
council forum to deliver ‘oppor-
tunity for the area’.

Mr Ferguson, who has a house
in Tighnabruaich, replaced 
James Murdoch as chairman of 
the global satellite company.

Deputy leader councillor Ellen
Morton spoke about the ‘bright
future’ for Argyll, as long as
people ‘talk Argyll up – don’t
talk it down’.

She said this phrase would
be her rallying call to everyone
- from politicians to ordinary 

people. She said she had six 
pages from the head of economic
development outlining the pos-
itive economic opportunities in 
Argyll and Bute.

Mrs Morton continued: ‘What
service do we do our thousands
of staff members if we criticise
the council.

‘To build an atmosphere of 
confidence in Argyll we must
build confidence amongst the
people who live here. Confidence
inspires confidence and lots of 
progress can be made on that.

‘We are not pretending there
are no challenges. We will need
to make £37.5 million of savings.

‘We will need to make tough,
difficult choices as part of a
series of actions. 

‘We don’t wish a salami slice
approach - cutting services to
ribbons - we don’t want job losses
and redundancies.’

Turning to negotiations with
unions, she said: ‘What they 
expect is strong clear leadership
from this administration.

‘We need to be sure we give
people the leadership they de-
serve and talk Argyll up.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

A bright
future as
long as
people talk 
up Argyll ”

Ellen Morton
(Pictured above)

Diffi  cult 
decisions will
have to be
made ”

Dick Walsh
(Pictured above)

COUNCIL leader Dick Walsh
said his planners were treating
job creation and housing
growth as key priorities.

He said council planning
officers were turning around
applications in an average of 
10 weeks.

Councillor Walsh added that
developing innovative areas of 
industry would help to stem 
the population decline by 
making  Argyll  ‘an even more
attractive place to live and
work’.

Pointing to the work of 
professional experts Business
Gateway in helping to create 
15,000 jobs since its inception
a decade ago in Argyll and 
Bute, he said partnership
working would secure the ar-
ea’s long-term socio-economic
objectives.

Mr Walsh continued: ‘It is
time to focus on the long-term 
strategic development of Ar-
gyll and Bute council.

‘Our local development plan
has a clear ‘open-for-business’
approach.

‘We have officers in place in
our planning department to
make business and opportuni-
ty possible.’

DUNBEG’S rapid expansion 
was described as a ‘time bomb’ 
with restricted parking spaces,
a school bursting at the seams
and cars treating the area as a
‘racetrack’.

Dunbeg community council
raised ‘serious concerns’ with 
Argyll and Bute councillors last
Thursday about why so many 
houses had been built without
a proper action plan to provide
adequate shops and services.

Oban, Lorn and the Isles area
committee held a meeting in 
the village’s Scottish Associa-
tion of Marine Science (SAMS) 
at Dunstaffnage and questions
were raised by community 
council members on why the
area had been expanded ‘with-
out a thought’ for the area’s
long-term future.

Area committee convener
Roddy McCuish said he was
concerned that no meeting
about the future of the area had 

taken place and called for one 
to be convened as a matter of 
urgency. He said: ‘We will set 
up a group in Dunbeg and look 
at the situation now.

‘I am very aware of the situa-
tion and I have been monitoring 
it regularly.

‘It is vital the headteacher is 
involved in this conversation 
because it seems that we have 
no time to lose.’

Councillor Iain Angus Mac-
Donald added: ‘We are not now 
at a stage where we need to look 
at the wider picture.

‘We should review the work 
that is planned at Dunstaff-
nage, with housing and other
major developments. We should 
look at individual problems as 
identified by the community 
and other professionals.

‘We need to have a workshop 
with the community.’

Councillor Neil MacIntyre 
said dealing with pressure on 

the school was the number one
priority: ‘Once we complete all
the major developments here in
Dunbeg there will be no room
for a school. This is a time
bomb unless we do something
about it.

‘I would rather deal with the-
school expansion first; where
the school has to go is the most
important issue here.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson,
said: ‘I also had representation
from the shop because of the
lack of parking spaces there.

‘The extra 50 people up at
Marine Court has made a great
difference to the number of 
people using the shop. I was 
going there today, but I didn’t
bother because there was no-
where to park.’

Councillor Iain MacLean
added: ‘We don’t have a master
plan. Despite all the individual
plans circulating around Dun-
beg, we need to draw up one.’

School over-crowding a
‘time bomb’ for Dunbeg

Community has no meeting place
after village hall was sold last year

Councillors all a-twitter

SIX MONTHS after coun-
cillors agreed to sell a village
community hall, residents are
calling for another one to be 
built.

Dunbeg’s community hall
near the school was sold in 2014 
by Argyll and Bute council only 

for residents to complain they 
have nowhere to meet.

Speaking for Dunbeg commu-
nity council at last Thursday’s
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area
committee meeting, resident 
Bill Harvey said: ‘There is
an issue here that we have

nowhere to meet. We could use
the school but it is not fit for
purpose and rather crowded.

‘When pupils and parents 
are in the school hall it is very 
difficult.

‘The community needs a larg-
er place to get together.

He said a school needed to be 
built with a hall big enough for
the community use at nights.

‘It would be a good idea to set 
up a committee. It is all about
partnership working with the
community involved,’ he added.

Chairman of the area com-
mittee Roddy McCuish said:
‘We used to have a vibrant hall.

‘Building something in 
conjunction with the school
for a dual purpose makes it at-
tractive to funders and to other 
funding.’

Mr McCuish said a further re-
port would be made to the area
committee on any progress of 
a new school and community 
space.

Bring space travel 
to Kintyre, urges
MP for Argyll

Jobs and houses
to drive council’s 
vision for future

THE USE of social media 
forum Twitter has been sug-
gested to get the attention of 
trunk road maintenance con-
tractors BEAR Scotland after 
no representative turned up 
for a meeting of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee.

The wry comment came 
from Connel community 
councillor Les Stewart. He  
said: ‘For 10 years we have had
this difficulty with Transport
Scotland’s road managers at 
BEAR Scotland and before 

them Transerve. The problem
is we don’t have the named li-
aison personnel that we need.’

A BEAR Scotland spokes-
woman said there were quar-
terly meetings with Argyll 
and Bute council, Transport 
Scotland and Police Scotland 
to discuss a variety of roads 
issues. ‘The next meeting is 
planned for tomorrow, Friday 
February 20, in Arrochar and 
attendance at individual area 
committees can be discussed 
further then.’

MACHRIHANISH could
still be the launchpad for space
travel as a decision looms clos-
er on a UK spaceport.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid told parliament last
Thursday that the former
RAF base, community-owned
since 2012, was the right place
for the UK to reach for the
stars.

Mr Reid said: ‘I have backed
the Machrihanish Airbase
Community Company buy-out
from day one as it is a dedi-
cated group looking to bring
prosperity to Kintyre.

‘For Machrihanish to
become the home of UK com-
mercial space flights would be
a tremendous boost for the
area.’

Greg Clark, minister for
universities, science and
cities, said there would be an 
announcement soon on which 
of the six-short listed locations
had been be chosen, with a
view to  a spaceport being 
opened by 2018.

He said: ‘I met with ministers
earlier this month to discuss
progress in delivering the
UK’s first spaceport.

‘A cross-governmental team
is taking forward the national
space flight agenda and the
government has undertaken
a public consultation on eight
potential locations, including
Machrihanish, and the criteria
that will be used to select the
location of a UK spaceport.’

The Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) has recommended that
a UK spaceport be established
at a coastal location.

Eagle population
to be surveyed

GOLDEN eagle numbers in 
Argyll and the West High-
lands  are to be the subject of a 
fourth population survey.

Co-funded by Scottish Nat-
ural Heritage and the Royal
Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB), the six-month
survey on the bird of prey 
will see licenced surveyors 
from the RSPB’s centre for
conservation science working
with the Scottish Raptor Study 
Group to monitor numbers.

Dr Daniel Hayhow, from
the RSPB centre, said: ‘These
birds do not breed until they 
are four or five years old, so
having accurate numbers of 
breeding pairs will help us
assess how the population is
faring at the moment, and in
the future.’

All British golden eagles are
found in Scotland except for a
solitary male in the Lake Dis-
trict.  Most of the population,
which was surveyed in 1982-
83, 1992 and 2003, is in the
West Highlands and islands.

Population fall is 
a risky business

A ‘RISK’ register prepared by 
Argyll and Bute council shows
how seriously it is taking the 
falling numbers of people in
the area.

The ‘population and eco-
nomic decline’ risk report
presented to elected members
at last Thursday’s full council 
meeting suggests there could 
be reduced employment, lower
earnings, failing businesses
and a poor perception of the
area.

A decline in population
would, the report states,
reduce government funding
and in turn increase the cost 
of living for residents.

Bruce West, head of eco-
nomic development, told
councillors and senior officers
that there were a number of 
‘planned mitigations’ in place
to stem population decline.

These included a ‘holistic
approach to economic devel-
opment and action plans’ and 
maximising the potential for 
partnerships to bring external
funding into the area.

He said plans such as the 
CHORD capital programme 
of regeneration works and
an economic development 
action plan, alongside a new-
ly-formed economic forum,
would be keys to the council’s
success in reversing the trend. 

Souper fundraiser 
for Oban festival

THERE was a good turnout 
to a soup lunch in Kilmore
hall in aid of the forthcoming 
Highlands and Islands Music
and Dance Festival.

The afternoon, held last
Saturday, raised £350 for the
festival in Oban, which is held
during the first weekend in
May and attracts competitors
from all over the country.
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West Highland 
Gas Ltd.

Put some                   in your life
LPG gas, cookers and heaters

ALSO
Wood briquettes, pellets, coal, 

peat logs & kindling

Deliveries direct
to your door

ORDER NOW - CALL

01631 564050
Torrangorm Industrial Est., Oban

Outlets in Oban, Lochgilpheaad, Isle of Mull, Dunoon, Fort William

www.argyllresources.co.uk

Plea for drivers to slow down on
single-track Dunbeg ‘motorway’

Light relief as drivers talk of ‘near 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

A 30-MILE-per-hour road in
Dunbeg has been described by a
community stalwart as a ‘motor-
way’ at a meeting of Oban, Lorn
and the Isles area committee.

The description came days 
before a dog was pulled under a 
passing car on the same road.

The dog is understood to have 
escaped the incident on Kirk 
Road unscathed – but, said moth-
er-of-three Valerie Brown, next
time may see something ‘more
harmful’.

Valerie was walking behind
another woman next to the sin-
gle-track road when the woman’s 
young dog was pulled under a 
speeding car, possibly by its lead.

 Valerie said: ‘I was worried 
that if I had been a few minutes
earlier it might have been one of 
my kids.

‘People need to slow down
on the road or someone will be 
injured, or worse.’

Valerie, who was in the area on 
holiday, says she will think twice
before walking along the road 
again.

Grandmother Marleen 
McInnes, a resident of the
Dunbeg since the 1940s, told a
meeting of Oban, Lorn and the
Isles area committee, held last
week in the village, that she had
raised the matter of speeding
cars on Kirk Road over many 
years but nothing had ever solved 
the problem.

Mrs McInnes said: ‘Cars race
down the road as if they are on a
motorway. Drivers seem to forget
they are in a village.

‘Traffic calming measures put
in place a few years ago have
failed to slow down the traffic.
We need sleeping policemen.’

A further 25 homes are being
built following 50 homes complet-
ed last year and as yet no path to
the houses has been constructed.

Marleen continued: ‘Cars now
have to pull up onto the verge to
allow vehicles to pass. It is not a 
suitable road for so many cars.

‘I have been told there are plans
in hand to deal with the situation
but we have not, as a community,
been told anything.’

Little Learners’ nursery man-
ager Kathleen McNiven is also
worried about speeding traffic.

She said that, as part of the
youngsters’ curriculum, they 
were often out and about on the
road walking to the village or the
beach.

I was worried 
if I had
been a few
minutes 
earlier it
might have
been one
of my kids.
People need
to slow down
or someone
will be
injured, or 
worse ”

Valerie Brown
Mother

A FAULTY set of traffic lights 
on the busy Connel bridge has led
to some ‘near misses’, according 
to comments posted online by 
local drivers.

Members of the Oban and Lorn 
Road Watch page on Facebook 
described vehicles having to
swerve to avoid head-on colli-
sions as the traffic lights on the
single-lane bridge turned green
simultaneously at both approach-
es.

Jennifer Louise Leiper posted a 
comment on her Facebook page 
on February 10 saying: ‘I was
there at about half-past two this
afternoon and the lights turned 
green and traffic was still coming 
towards us. It’s a very dangerous
situation.’

Victoria Huddlestone also
reported on the same day: ‘At
12.30 a car and trailer in front of 
me narrowly avoided an accident. 
The traffic lights are not to be 
trusted.’

And Colin Thomson added:
‘At 6.30 there was problem. 
Going over to Benderloch, lights 
changed and traffic nearly came 
towards me. Was 40 metres from 
exiting.’

On Monday, a spokeswoman 
for BEAR Scotland said the 
roads authority had inspected 
the lights on the bridge and had
discovered a fault: ‘The sensors 
on the bridge which detect traffic
moving in one direction to ensure 
that it has cleared the bridge 
before instigating a green light 
for traffic in the other direction
were faulty.

‘Following the temporary repair 
works were undertaken last week.

‘Our electrical team will be

working on refurbishing the traf-
fic signal equipment on the Con-
nel bridge and both approaches
to it.

‘This work is being brought 
forward to combine with a bridge 
repairs scheme which will be
undertaken next month. 

‘The main purpose of this work 
is to replace worn cables and de-
tection equipment for the traffic 
signals.

‘The improvements will also in-

clude additional on-bridge traffic 
detection.’

Margaret Adams, chairwoman 
of Ardchattan community coun-
cil, said: ‘Obviously this was of 
concern to residents as a situation 
where cars are travelling head-on
towards each other is extremely 
dangerous. I’m glad the matter
has been dealt with and hope that
the measures BEAR Scotland
plan to put in place will mean this 
will not happen again.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

MOTHERS, fathers and
grandparents are being 
asked to say ‘no more
travelling for routine
maternity scans’ by 
turning out to a meeting 
in the Corran Halls,
tonight (Thursday).

The campaign, started
by Labour party UK 
parliamentary candidate
Mary Galbraith and
Argyll and Bute coun-
cillor Mary-Jean Devon
will demand a return of 
local scans for women in 
Argyll hospitals.

A flurry of activity 
over the last two weeks
after the campaign was
launched has seen thou-
sands of people visiting
the group’s Facebook 

page and even more
signing up to support the
campaign.

Mothers-to-be at pres-
ent have to travel to the
Vale of Leven or Paisley 
hospital for the routine
procedure.

NHS Highland have
said it is aware of the
situation but due to a
lack of staff qualified to
perform the procedure
it believes woman will
get the best treatment at
busier hospitals.

Councillor Devon, who
is the local authority 
spokeswoman for chil-
dren and families, said:
‘We have seen various
successes over the years
to secure better services

for women. This cam-
paign is a continuation
of work that is already 
being done.

‘Mull now has a mid-
wife-led clinic on the 
island, which is a benefit 
to young mums.

‘We have also managed 
to secure accommoda-
tion for pregnant women 
who want to leave the 
island to have their 
babies and they can now 
stay near to the hospital 
without it costing young 
families.

The meeting, starting 
at 7pm, will be hosted 
by councillor Devon and 
Ms Galbraith with Pat 
Tyrell from NHS High-
land taking part. 

Mrs McNiven said: ‘All the chil-
dren have luminous yellow vests
that do make traffic slow down
when they see them. But we want
them to think about the children
who might be on the road and
drive at a slow pace.’

Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
chairman Roddy McCuish said at
the area committee meeting that
he would be pursuing the matter
with the council’s roads manager,

who would come back to the 
community council.

A spokesman for the council 
said: ‘Progress with the Lorn 
Road/Kirk Road redevelopment 
through the Tax Incremental 
Funding (TIF) scheme is some-
thing we will explore. 

‘We would advise anyone with 
concerns about speeding motor-
ists and/or dangerous drivers to 
contact the police.’

TROUBLED
BRIDGE:

local drivers
have reported

‘near misses’
on the Connel 
bridge follow-
ing the failure

of traffi  c lights 
on the busy
single-lane 

route across the
Falls of Lora 

THE FINANCE director 
of Argyll and Bute council
stepped down at the end of 
last week after presenting his 
last budget to councillors.

Bruce West, who started as 
the chief accountant for the 
local authority in 2010, was
described as ‘measured and 
calm’ and ‘difficult to replace’, 
by council leader Dick Walsh.

Mr West implemented a 
number of major funding 
projects during his time as
head of finance – including a
roads maintenance budget and
£30 million worth of funding
through the CHORD projects.

The local authority has
appointed an interim director 
to work three days a week 
until a permanent replacement
is found.

The post is currently being
advertised on myjobscotland.
com.

Mr West will take up his new 
post as financial director of 
Argyll Community Housing
Association later this month.

VIGILANT: Police offi  cers young and old are telling drivers to slow down on Kirk Road

Finance director’s 
fi nal presentation 

Anti-social policy 
under spotlight

Road works close 
A83 overnight

New members for 
Oban camera club

Rugby club hosts 
quiz and dance

Campaign says ‘no’ to women
travelling for maternity scans 

ARGYLL Community 
Housing Association (ACHA)
is urging tenants to take part 
in a review of its antisocial
behaviour policy.

The policy covers issues such 
as possession, dealing and 
cultivation of drugs, violence 
and threats of violence, abuse,
including homophobic, racial 
abuse and sexual abuse, loud 
music, harassment and general 
neighbour nuisance.

In particular, the association 
is interested in receiving 
feedback regarding the length 
of time ACHA should take to 
fully resolve a complaint.

Tenants can fill in a short 
survey on the website acha.
co.uk.

The closing date for the 
consultation is February 21.

WORK is set to start on a 
section of the A83 trunk road 
on the shores of Loch Fyne 
between Dunderave Castle 
and Drishaig from Sunday 
evening to Friday morning.

The £180,000 work by 
BEAR Scotland will take
place between 8.30pm and 
5am and involve resurfacing
and drainage improvements to 
reduce the risk of flooding.

A new section of safety 
barrier will also be introduced
to the loch side verge.

Traffic will be allowed to 
pass through the works at
hourly intervals.

OBAN news photographer
Kevin McGlynn was guest
judge at the regular Monday
meeting of Oban Camera Club
when the subject was ‘sport’.

The club, which boasts 
several new members and 
is experiencing a renewed 
vigour, was able to produce
digital images of subjects
ranging from watersport, 
rugby, football, bowls and 
hang gliding.

Alex Clark won the first two 
prizes, with Hugh Wilson in
third place.

Oban cinema 
records mixed
fi nancial year
OBAN’S community-run
cinema is seeking ideas for
its forthcoming business plan 
following a mixed financial 
picture at the turn of the year.

Year-end results revealed 
Oban Phoenix Cinema’s 
finances were in a precarious 
position.

However, a series of cost re-
ductions and a profitable start
to the year have allowed for a 
turnaround in fortunes.

A community meeting to 
discuss ideas for the charity’s 
2015 - 2020 business plan will
be held in the cinema at 10am 
on Saturday, February 28 when 
the financial situation will be 
shared with the community.

A spokeswoman for the cine-
ma said: ‘Measures put in place 
to reduce our overheads have 
resulted in a much healthier fi-
nancial picture for the cinema. 

‘The last few months, at argu-
ably one of the most difficult
times of the year, have seen the 
cinema turnover a small profit.

‘There are many more people
visiting the cinema more often 
– but we would still urge those 
who have not been to come and 
enjoy a film.

‘It is likely we will marginally 
increase the cost of tickets 
from April 1 and at the same 
time establish a membership
scheme to make sure we pass 
on benefits to people who are 
resident in the area.’

Ferry routes go 
out to tender
HEBRIDEAN and Clyde ferry 
routes are now up for grabs 
after the Scottish government 
announced the start of a 
tendering process for the £1 
billion contract.

The selection process for the
next Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services (CHFS) contract, 
which will run from October 1, 
2016 for up to eight years, got 
underway on Tuesday, inviting
potential bidders.

Scottish transport minister 
Derek Mackay has committed
up to £1bn of funding to sup-
port the lifeline ferry services, 
in addition to fares revenue, 
and to secure the Road Equiv-
alent Tariff, which greatly 
reduces fares, on CHFS routes.

Mr Mackay said: ‘We are 
looking to award a contract 
that runs for a period up to 
eight years. This will make it 
more attractive to potential 
bidders by giving the operator
more opportunity to deliver
service improvements and 
efficiencies over the course of 
the contract.’

Mr Mackay reiterated the 
government’s commitment that 
there would be no ‘unbundling’ 
of the services, with all routes 
offered as a single contract.

CalMac ferry sold
THE FORMER CalMac 
vessel MV Saturn has been sold 
to Pentland Ferries but the sale 
price will not be disclosed.

Former owner Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL),
said it could not disclose the 
sale price because of commer-
cial confidentiality. 

The publicly-owned company 
said the money would be rein-
vested in CMAL.

The MV Saturn, launched in 
1977, was retired in 2011.

OBAN Lorne rugby club will
host a fundraising quiz and
dance after the first team plays
Clydebank this Saturday.

The match will kick off at 
3pm, before the quiz begins
around 7pm in the clubhouse
at Glencruitten.
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Dress to impress and be Scene Around with a group of friends  

whilst enjoying an evening of glamour with Scottish Field.

IN NEED OF SOME SPRING

JOIE DE VIVRE?
SCOTTISH FIELD’S  PHOTOGRAPHER CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU! 

Come along for a great night at Our Dynamic Earth on  

Thursday 26 March and join in the celebration of the very best at the 

SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS GALA DINNER

This glamorous evening will feature a champagne reception, a delicious  

meal and live entertainment. Guests will also receive a luxury goody bag.

Photographs of the evening will be featured in Scottish Field  

or online at scottishfield.co.uk and scottishruralawards.org. 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW AT: 

www.scottishruralawards.org

SOMEONE  ON EACH TABLE WILL WIN A BOTTLE OF MALT 
WHISKY!

LIVE JAZZ MUSIC

ON MY journey round south and Mid Argyll with Adam
Short, traveller and adventurer from Bournemouth, I 
met some wonderful folk. 

Argyll is known the world over for its hospitality and
friendliness and it is good to find that that tradition still
stands despite the super fast highway along which most 
of us travel these days. 

Not only have we had donations for the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution and Save the Children, the two 
charities we are supporting, we have often been given 
free meals and accommodation and couldn’t have been 
made more welcome along the way. Unfortunately 
though there are still some landowners who have not 
completely embraced the right to roam ethic.

At times our way along the long coastline was poten-
tially barred by a variety of intimidating signs prohibit-
ing all but breathing and indicating numerous threats 
and dangers which translate into ‘we don’t like visitors, 
this is our beach so keep out’, all of which we ignored 
and carried on as any sensible and responsible walker 
should do.

One of the finest beaches we visited on the Cowal 
peninsula was Kilbride Bay, just south of the village of 
Kames. It stretches for almost a mile and is backed by 
some fascinating dunes. It attracts many sea birds and 
boasts a huge variety of interesting shells. Access is 
easy, it is family and pet friendly and a must for anyone 
visiting the area.  

By the rocks, just beyond nearby Craig Lodge Farm, 
there is a mystery. It is a stretch of rail track about 60 
yards long and supported by concrete bearers, leading 
from a rock face down into the sea. Usually these are 
associated with boathouses but this is not the case here. 

A webpage indicates it and a nearby bunker were 
part of a World War Two military training installation 
in the run up to the D-Day landing. Remains of these 
interesting times are becoming rare. Hopefully Historic 
Scotland will soon list both and give them the protection 
they undoubtedly deserve.

MYSTERY: an unusual rail track running into the sea at
Kilbride Bay

KEEN to have news from Morvern, I called in at the 
Argyllshire Advertiser office in Lochgilphead.

And I was delighted to hear that news editor of The
Oban Times, Euan Paterson, had become sports writer
of the year and that Emma Crichton, also of The Oban 
Times, based in the Fort William office, was shortlisted 
in the young journalist of the year category in the annual
Highlands and Islands Media Awards.

Congratulations to Euan and Emma, who have been
an inspiration to me and have steered me through a few
‘potholes’ in Morvern Lines these past few years.

I WAS also delighted to hear that Morvern, after a great 
deal of lobbying, is to benefit from the government’s
rural fuel rebate scheme, which will allow the local
retailer to discount on the fuel duty on unleaded petrol
and diesel.

Not before time, given that in all but a few respects the
Morvern peninsula is all but an island with none of the
benefits.

Local motorists will be hoping this means the inordi-
nately high costs at the pump, the highest on the UK 
mainland, will be reduced to bring it into line with those
elsewhere in Lochaber. 

DURING the recent bad weather, I was interested 
to see how Argyll and Bute arranged its road gritting
programme.

In most cases it was exemplary with even the side roads
being regularly treated. The news that Highland council
is considering trimming its winter maintenance budget
does not bode well for Morvern and Ardnamurchan and
needs to be resisted.

Jobs and ease of traffic are vital to the economic and
social stability of any area. So too is high speed internet
access. It is sad to see Morvern is falling well behind
in the government’s programme and that very little is 
being done by local businesses to push for it.

 As someone said to me a few months ago, ‘Lochaline
- always at the cow’s tail’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

THE ANNUAL Burns supper was once again organised
by Robert and Meryl Kennedy in aid of local charities on
January 23.

Sixty people attended and after the Selkirk Grace by 
Peter MacKenna guests enjoyed a meal of scotch broth,
haggis turnips and potatoes then coffee and shortbread
which had been cooked at the Plockton Inn.

The haggis was carried in by Calum MacKenzie to 
piping by young Alastair Sharp.

Dougie Pincock addressed the haggis and after the meal
Peter McAllister proposed the toast to Robert Burns and 
also recited Holy Willie’s prayer.

Dougie Pincock recited Tam o’ Shanter and various
members of the audience sang Burns songs. Neil MacRae,
Achmore proposed the Toast to the Lassies and Mary 
Jane Campbell replied. Music was by Dougie, Neil and 
Wilfur Matheson.

Charlie M MacRae proposed the vote of thanks at the
close which ended with a Spaniard in the audience singing
the first verse of Auld Lang Syne.

THE WESTER Ross, Strathpeffer and Lochalsh
community councils held a ward forum on the afternoon 
of January 22 in Plockton hall.

This meeting was open to the public and representatives 
from Shieldaig, Lochcarron, Achmore and Stromeferry, 
Kyle and Plockton and district community councils were
present.

Chairman was local councillor Biz Campbell, first 
speakers were Chief Inspector Colin Gough and 
Inspector Lynda Allan from Police Scotland, who spoke
of their police plans for the ward.

Main questions from the audience were the lack of 
police attending community council meetings and the
chaos in Kyle when the Skye bridge closed, preventing
people getting to the Co-op store.

The next speaker was Phil Green of the Scottish Fire
and Rescue Service, who spoke of the ward fire service 
plan. The main question was the role of volunteers when
there was a major heather fire.

The final speakers were Lynn Clark and Tim Stott from 
the Highland council development and infrastructure 
service, who came to explain the future of West Highland 
and Islands local development plan.

The role of community councils and how much influence 
they have on the plans was a point of contention with the 
planners.

PLOCKTON dramatic society presented the pantomime
Captain Hook’s Revenge by Richard Coleman over three 
evenings and one afternoon at Plockton high school on 
January 22, 23 and 24 to appreciative audiences.

Twenty-nine people took part in the show, produced by 
Sarah Bruce with assistance from Gill James and Lynn
Bruce. 

Stage manager was Alec Townend and 23 backroom
staff helped to make the panto a success. 

A HISTORIC Islay building 
is set to become a back-
packers’ hostel if a planning 
application is successful.

The Manse in Port Ellen, 
situated on the A846, is ad-
jacent to the Distillery Burn, 
around half a mile from the 
village centre.

The planning application 
states that the building is 
currently used as a residen-
tial house.

RESIDENTS on Coll are being reminded they still have
time to complete a housing survey, organised by an island 
community group.

The survey, created by Development Coll in conjunction
with Argyll and Bute council, was drafted for residents 
to get as detailed a view as possible of the needs of the 
island’s residents.

Argyll Community Housing Association (ACHA) and 
Rural Housing Scotland are also to be consulted on the
results of the survey. Development Coll has emphasised
that the opinions of those with no need for social housing
are also important, and are a positive way of supporting
people who do not own their own house or have security 
of tenancy. Therefore, they are encouraging as many 
people to submit forms regardless of their housing status.

If anyone needs a survey, ring 01879 230 000 or visit An
Cridhe to pick one up. For any issues filling it in, contact 
Iona MacPhail, regional housing manager for ACHA, 
on 01546 605 936, or Jodie MacLeod, project officer for
Rural Housing Scotland, on 01680 812 903.

DEVELOPMENT Coll is reminding members of the
annual general meeting this coming Monday, February 
23, at 8pm at An Cridhe.

All full, associate and junior members are welcome to
the meeting, but only full members are eligible to vote on 
matters arising.

Anyone wishing to check their membership status 
should contact the An Cridhe office on 01879 230000.

MORAR ladies proved they 
are made of strong stuff 
when guest speaker Henrik 
Chart spoke about his work 
on the bacterial causes of 
food poisoning. 

Despite the subject matter,
which included a slideshow
and visual aids, the 10 mem-
bers of the village’s Scottish
Women’s Rural Institute
branch still managed to
enjoy the refreshments, pre-
pared and served by Audrey 
MacEachen and Christine
Haynes.

Flora Lawrie was the win-
ner of this month’s baking 
competition for her delicious
pancakes and was also joint 
winner of the Valentine’s 
poem contest, along with 
Eleanor Read. 

The raffle was won by 
Henrik Chart.

A bowling evening has 
been organised for tonight 
(Thursday February 19) and 
the next meeting will be on 
March 5 when the invited 
speaker will be Georgia
Gillies of Wicked Willow, 
who is scheduled to give a 
demonstration of her work.

Fort William RC pupils were delighted when staff  from a local shop visited armed 
with chocolate. The guests, Findlay MacLean and Lynsay Brown from the Co-op in

Caol, visited the school to teach the children about Fairtrade products sold in store.

Kinlochleven primary school pupils enjoyed a tour of a supermarket as part of a class topic about food. The primary three, four and fi ve children
visited Morrison’s Fort William to learn about the shop’s various departments and enjoyed a sneak peek behind the scenes

A GAELIC drama group visited St 
Bride’s primary school to perform an 
educational play about the great war.

The north Ballachulish children 
enjoyed the production by Meanbh-
chuileag, about a young man called up to 
war before returning as a wounded hero.

BALLACHULISH villagers 
can catch up with news from 
their school as the new copy 
of Balla Blethers is hot off 
the press.

The newspaper, produced
by the primary seven pupils,
is available from the school 
or the tourist information
centre in the village.

PUPILS and staff at Strath of Appin
primary school supported British
Heart Foundation’s Wear It Beat It
day on February 6 by wearing red to
school.

Fundraising activities organised by 
clan leaders and deputies included
the preparation of red fruit salads,
skipping, red nail painting and a red-
themed quiz.

The school also organised and ran 
a beetle drive, which saw a great
turnout of children, family and
friends.

Everyone was delighted to find out 
that these two fundraising events
had been very successful and that
the total amount of money being sent
to the British Heart Foundation, to
help people affected by heart and
circulatory disease, was £230.

Coll

Islay

Morar

GENEROUS: teacher Joy McAllister (right) with the clan leaders and deputies 
who organised the fundraising quiz. 

Strath of Appin

North Ballachulish

Kinlochleven pupils go behind the scenes at supermarket

HOT OFF THE PRESS: Ballachulish primary school 
pupils distribute the latest edition of Balla 

Blethers

Ballachulish

Chocolate goes down a treat 
at Fort school Fairtrade talk

Curtain up on
great war play

Read all
about it
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made
up 75.5% of the

raw material for UK
newspapers in 2004

OT

A MULTI-partnership
effort to clear up an
area of Oban has been
heralded a success by an
Oban-based councillor.

Elaine Robertson, who
serves the Oban, North
and Lorn ward, had her
gardening gloves on and
rolled her sleeves up to 
help clear up an area of 
ground on Longsdale Ter-
race, next to Hazeldene
Crescent, on Monday.

She was joined by those 
on Community Payback 
orders, formerly known 
as community service, 
staff from ISS - the main 
ground maintenance
contractor for Argyll
Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and 
residents who live on the 
street.

Councillor Robertson 
explained: ‘The main idea
behind this endeavour 

was a multi-partnership
effort, to get an area
tidied up that has been
sorely needing it for a
long time. There is a bit 
of confusion as to who
actually owns some of the
land, so Argyll and Bute
council, ACHA, ISS,
the community payback 
workers and residents
coming together for the
work has been a great
success.’

Pictured is councillor Elaine Robertson with Longsdale Crescent residents, 
and representatives from ISS, ACHA, along with Kevin Lock, the Community 

Payback scheme supervisor. 16_t08gardening01

People power helps to 
clean up Longsdale

Sound of music heard 
over the sea to Skye

A FEW well-kent local
faces headlined the
February club night of 
Oban accordion and
fiddle club.

Hector MacFadyen on
lead accordion, Mat-
thew MacLennan on
piano, Maurice Duncan
on fiddle and Kevin
McGlynn on drums
brought out a fantastic
turnout to the town’s

Royal Hotel. Hector,
who has been playing at 
the club since 1978, kept
the night going with 
non-stop music, a few 
jokes and even a song. 

Oban and Lorn 
Strathspey and Reel 
Society also came along
to play a few sets, kindly 
giving up their practise
night to support the
club.

Other supporting 
players were chairman 
Michael Garvin, Caitlin 
Curran, Liam Ma-
cLean, Janet Graham, 
Daniel Hobbs and 
Seumas McArthur.

Next month’s guest 
band is the Andy Kain 
Trio, which will play on 
March 5 in the Royal 
Hotel. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

The Hector MacFadyen band. t08accordion1no

Feet kept tapping at Oban music club

TRAVELLERS on a 
Highland ferry service 
were surprised with
an impromptu musical
performance.

Trombonist Simon
Johnson and trumpet
player Hedley Ben-
son, two members of 
the BBC’s Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra,
joined passengers of the
Skye-Raasay boat last
week before unveiling
their instruments and
playing for the bemused
onlookers.

The surprise concert is 
part of a UK-wide classi-
cal music education pro-
ject and Portree-based 
ATLAS Arts joined the 
BBC to implement work-
shops on Skye last week.

Pupils of all of the isle’s
primary schools, Portree
high school and Sabhal 

Mor Ostaig enjoyed vis-
its during the residency 
and the primary chil-
dren also had exclusive
access to the orchestra’s
rehearsal for a concert
on Friday night. 

Norma Bolton, music
development officer for
Highland council, said:
‘A long time has been 
spent discussing and
planning this residency       

and it will be very excit-
ing for so many pupils 
on Skye to experience 
the unique thrill of 
seeing and hearing a
full symphony orchestra
and getting involved in
a much closer way with
the musicians at the 
workshop sessions.  

‘I’m sure this unique
experience will be talked
about for many years.’

Bemused passengers of the Skye to Raasay ferry 
enjoyed an impromptu performance by Hedley 

Benson, left, and Simon Johnson

RURAL communities are
fighting to save their ‘vital’
Highland council service points 
as the majority of branches face
the axe. 

People in remote villages from
Lochaber to south Skye have hit
back at cost-cutting proposals
from the local authority, which
will see 22 of 35 service points,
including Mallaig, Kinlochleven,
Acharacle and Broadford, close
their doors. Fort William, Kyle
and Portree are among the few
that will remain open under the
plans.

Highland council’s customer
services review board has cited
lack of use as the reason for
reducing the facility, which is
used to pay bills and get face-to-
face advice from council staff.
They believe £355,220 could be
saved by closing the facilities,
although half of this will be
invested to improve telephone
and online services.

Some of the branches will be
replaced with ‘access points’  in
libraries under the proposals,
thought to be computers to be
used for general advice and
information.

But this has raised concerns
about how elderly people, or
those who are not computer-
literate, will receive help as they 
could soon face up to 80-mile
round trips to service points.

Maureen McColl, of Arisaig
community council, said people
in west Lochaber were ‘very 
concerned’.

She added: ‘We have an older
population and public transport
to Fort William isn’t regular.

‘Pensioners will be forced to
travel 35 miles just to speak to
someone face-to-face then be
waiting hours for a bus or a train
back. It’s very worrying.’

Concerns have also been raised
about the loss of jobs if service
points are closed. 

Catriona Spence, of 
Kinlochleven community 
council, said she doesn’t feel
the council has been clear about

A young diabetes suff erer has raised more than £4,000 with the help of his 
schoolmates.  Aidan Young, primary four, front, organised a fundraising day at Banavie 

primary school and raised £445.67 for Diabetes UK. Pupils at the school wore onesies 
and paid to have their nails painted last Thursday, with all proceeds being donated to 

the charity.  20_f08banavie01

ARISAIG primary school pu-
pils should be celebrating after 
reaching the national finals of 
an anti-racism competition. 

But the  guitar-playing 
children face disappointment 
as there aren’t enough school 
funds left to pay for a bus to 
make the day trip to Glasgow 
for the awards ceremony next 
month.

The youngsters penned a song 
for the ‘show racism the red 
card’ competition with the help
of local musician Jim Hunter 
but were devastated to hear 
they may not make the final at 
Hampden. 

Now pupils and teachers are
appealing for anyone who can 
help to provide transport.

Chai Jones, head teacher at 
Arisaig primary school, said: 
‘We just need a one-day hire for 
the round trip but at this time 
of year we’ve spent every penny 
we have.

‘Jim has reorganised his fèis 
classes and guitar exams so he
can accompany the children.

‘I just wonder if someone out
there could give us a hand with
the transport?’ 

For more information con-
tact Arisaig school on 01687
450282.

NEW TECHNOLOGY which
could transform road repairs
is being trialled by Highland
council.

The equipment uses
high-powered air streams to 
clear debris and fill potholes.

The use of a small hot box is 
also under trial, which could
allow council workers to carry 
out permanent repairs all 
year, instead of the current
temporary service in winter. 

Councillor Graham Mac-
Kenzie, chairman of the com-
munity services committee, 
welcomed a report into the
trial’s progress. He said: ‘I am
extremely pleased with the 
findings so far.’

POLICE are appealing for
help to find keys stolen from 
a business in the Morvern 
peninsula. 

Between 4.30pm on Friday 
February 6 and Monday 
February 9 four keys were
removed from a board at
Lochaline Quartz and Sand 
Quarry.

Anyone with information 
about this crime is asked to 
come forward by contacting 
local police on 101 or Crimes-
toppers anonymously via 0800
555111 or www.crimestop-
pers-uk.org/.

A MORVERN estate has
been shortlisted for an award
celebrating the best in the 
Scottish wedding industry.

Ardtornish House, near Lo-
chaline, is in the venue catego-
ry for the north west region of 
the Scottish Wedding Awards.

Kathryn McLaughlin, visitor
services manager, said: ‘We
are delighted to be nominated
for this award. Ardtornish
House is such a unique, 
romantic venue in a beautiful
picturesque setting.’

Voting is open to the pub-
lic and the winner will be 
announced at a ceremony in
Glasgow’s Crowne Plaza on
Tuesday February 24. 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS of 
women in Lochaber will be 
celebrated at an exhibition in 
Fort William.

The event, to mark 
International Women’s Day, 
will promote inspirational 
women in the area and 
worldwide to encourage others 
to reach their full potential.

Duncansburgh Hall will host 
the exhibition, organised by 
Lochaber Women’s Aid, on 
Thursday March 5.

Lorraine Revitt, service 
manager of Lochaber Women’s
Aid, said: ‘Our exhibition will 
feature information about a 

range of pioneering women
from the worlds of politics,
business, sport, art, music and 
community action.

‘We hope to inspire the next 
generation of local women by 
highlighting the achievements 
of women living and working in 
the Lochaber area. 

‘We want to show that 
regardless of where you are 
living, working or learning, you 
too can make it happen.’

The exhibition will run in
two sessions, 12noon to 2pm
and 5pm to 8pm and will
also feature a timeline of the
development of women’s rights. 

what will change. 
She said: ‘Our service point in

Kinlochleven is already in the 
library and there’s three girls 
working there. I’ve asked if the 
staff will be removed and told
no, so if we’re already in a library 
and we won’t be losing the girls 
I don’t understand how they can 
be saving money? It doesn’t add
up.’

The issue is open for public 
comments until mid-March, 
before it is reconsidered by the
council’s customer services 
board. 

Audrey Sinclair, chairwoman
of the customer services board,
said: ‘Before any decision can 
be made, it is important to hear
the views of the people that live 
in these areas so that we can 
understand how any changes
may impact on communities. We 
also want to hear any alternative
options local people may want to
suggest for the way services are
delivered.’ 

On Skye, community councils
in the south of the isle were 
meeting last night (Wednesday) 
to discuss how best to protect the
Broadford service point.

Roddy Murray, chairman of 
Sleat community council, was 
active in campaigning against
the closures when they were first
mooted by Highland council last 
year. 

He said: ‘Broadford service
point serves a wide area, much
of it without public transport and 
the additional travel will cause
hardship for those requiring
services and unable to use 
modern technology.

‘Loss of employment will also 
adversely affect the local area
where alternative employment
is difficult to find. Community 
councils in south Skye are 
concerned at the continuing
loss of public services from
their communities and the
centralisation and expansion of 
these in the urban parts of the 
area and elsewhere in Scotland.’ 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Villagers make their point
RURAL COMMUNITIES FIGHT TO SAVE SERVICE BRANCHES FACED WITH CLOSURE IN COUNCIL COST-CUTTING EXERCISE

Exhibition puts spotlight 
on inspirational women

Celebrations short-lived 
as transport funds dry up

Estate in running 
for wedding prize

Keys stolen from
Lochaline quarry

Road repair trials 
on Highland roads

Aidan’s fundraiser boosts Diabetes UK by £445



ACUMEN
Company Registration No. 283770    Registered in Scotland      Charity No. SC 036689

Do you use mental health services?
Do you look after or support someone 

who uses mental health services?

We would like to hear from you!
Who we are: ACUMEN is a charity, acting independently from statutory 
services, and run by a Voluntary Board of Directors and a team of 5 Staff. 

What we do:
Collect the views, experiences and stories of people who use 
mental health service and unpaid carers (e.g. family and friends) by 
organising regular meetings and other events.
Raise community awareness of mental health issues.
Give feedback to mental health service managers and committees 
about your experiences.
Provide information about mental health services, other organisations 
and events.
Visit link clubs and other groups offering support and sharing information.
Organise the Argyll and Bute Link Club Conventions

You can also become a member of ACUMEN - It’s free! 
For more information contact:
Tina Jordan
Development Worker Argyll & Bute
Tel: 0787 908 1017
Email: tina@acumennetwork.org
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Supporting People and Communities to thrive
We are the leading support organisation to the Th ird Sector in Argyll & Bute.

We off er a range of services, based on identifi ed need, making a diff erence to our communities and volunteers.

Supporting older people in the community
Supporting people who have experienced diffi  cult times

‘Saltire’ Awards for Young People & Intergenerational Work 
Guided Self Help for people who are feeling low or anxious

We have offi  ces in Lochgilphead, Campbeltown, Dunoon & Helensburgh
Main offi  ce: 21 High Street Oban. 01631 564839

Reg. Charity Number SC029947  Company Number 277345

A t 
Soroba Young 

Family Group we aim to
provide a happy, stimulating and 

safe environment to help your child 
to thrive and develop, to be the best
they can be.  We have sessions for all
age groups and work hard to meet 
the needs of the community.    Did 
you know that your child will learn
more during the fi rst fi ve years of 
their life than they will at any other 
time?  That is why your child’s early 
years’ experiences are so important. 
Our Doodlers room off ers a respite 
crèche facility.  This runs two morn-
ings a week, a Monday and Friday 
9.15am – 11.30am, at £3 per session. 
It is a popular group with lots of op-
portunities for your child to explore
and discover new skills.  If you would
like more information on this group 
please contact the centre directly.  
Staff  will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have.

We have a “best start group” that
also runs  two mornings a week, a
Wednesday and Thursday, 9.15am
– 11.30am, at £5 per session.  This
group is only available to use if you
intend to register your child with 
Soroba Young Family Group for their
preschool provision. It is a gentle 
introduction into the nursery envi-
ronment.  Staff  plan these sessions 
to ensure your child has positive
experiences of meaningful play.  It
is a great opportunity to make new 
friends, thrive and to help smooth 
the transition into pre-school 
education making it as enjoyable as
possible.

We run a variety of Stay and Play
groups and thanks to securing fund-
ing, these are now available at no 
cost to our users.  We have a Stay and 

P l a y 
Cultural Cooking 
group.  While your children are
engaging in meaningful planned
play experiences provided  by qual-
ifi ed staff  parents/carers have the 
opportunity cook delicious meals.
Our chef helps with the preparation 
of meals, with parents help, then 
everyone has the chance to enjoy 
the delicious food before leaving the
centre. Food prepared is healthy and 
inexpensive to make.  

We have a Young Mums Group in
partnership with health and educa-
tion. It is a lovely relaxed environ-
ment where activities are provided
to help stimulate the senses through 
play.  Our Messy Play session is well
attended and what fantastic fun 
everyone has.

We off er a unique Stay and Play 
Intergenerational session where 
members from the tender age of 
six months to our elderly and wise 
77-year-olds get the chance to chat
and share parenting techniques.  
This lovely session is open to every-
one, you don’t even need to bring a
child!   What better way to spend an 
afternoon than listening to stories
of someone older, or having the
feeling of being kept on your toes by 
those younger.  It is lots of fun, and
a diff erent experience every week.
Come along and join in.  

Do your parents help you with child-
care? If they do then our grandpar-
ents’ group is a tonic. Grandparents 
get the chance to mix with other 
like-minded carers in a relaxed en-
vironment while the grand children 
bake, play and experience new activ-
ities from sand kitchens to building 
snow men indoors.   It is a chance to
relax, have a chat with other carers,

while there are plenty of 
activities for you all

to do,

a n d 
best of all

there is no cleaning up as Soroba
staff  do that for you -so much fun for 
the children and grandparents.  

Our three – fi ve unit runs fi ve days a
week during school term time.  Our 
staff  are all qualifi ed and we are
dedicated to making this experience 
as enjoyable a time as possible for
your child.  It is our goal to help every
child to meet their full potential and 
we do this by providing tailored
learning experiences to meet the 
needs of those who attend our
groups.  We are confi dent that not 
only will your child feel comfortable
and welcomed, but you will too.  It is 
so important that you are confi dent
in your childcare provider so we 
make it a priority to work with each 
family providing for their individual
needs.  

Through fundraising and grant
support Soroba Young Family Group 
aims to provide your family with new 
opportunities.  Historically we have 
given children the opportunity to 
explore outdoor play using external 
organisations such as Dunollie
House, swimming at Atlantis Leisure, 
soft play, Zumba, dancing, exercise 
and music classes. We off er children
a wealth of experience and opportu-
nities to learn through play in a fun 
way which  is so valuable to your 
child’s learning.

Our new homework club operating 
from January to April this year off ers 
support to primary one children and 
has been extended to older children. 

Why not get in touch with the centre,
call us on 01631 565263 or pop in for
a visit, we would love to meet you 
and your family.  We are confi dent 
there is a group that will meet
your needs.
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VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Prayer Group 

Meetings
7pm Wednesdays

Men’s Prayer 7pm Tuesdays
Craig Lodge, Dalmally

Visitation Catholic Church, Taynuilt.

St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban   

Monsignor James L MacNeil

Mass times throughout the year:

Vigil-Mass for Sunday - 6pm
                               Sunday - 10.30am

HolHoly Dy Daysays ofof ObObligligatiation:on: 1010amam andand 7p7pmm

Confessions:  Saturday - 9.30am and 5.30pm

Expposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Wednesday 10.30 - 2pm

Tel: 01631 562123  
 Corran Esplp anade, Oban, PA34 5AB

We know it happens…..So let’s talk….
Thoose who are left behind after someo can one takes their own life c
be ave experienced the same.e helped by talking to others who ha meave experienced the sam

ed by a suicide and are If you have been personally affecte
loo r are now offering various oking for help and advice, we offer

Argyll & Lochaber.support groups throughout A

For more information
Contact: Anne on 07552 503118 or Joyce on

01397 700958
Registered in Scotland Charity No. SC041397 Company Number 4754829
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Abbeyfield Carradale  Our sheltered home 
provides residents 
the privacy of their 

 
high quality 

companionship of 
others.  
RESPITE 
STAYS 

AVAILABLE 

continuuueu s dedededelilililivvevv riringngngng care 
the wawawaway itttt ddddoeoeoeessss presenenenntltltltly,y,y,y, 
an extxtxttrrara 22223,000000000 000 pppep oople 
wiwiwiwill nnnneeeeeeddd d care bbbby y y 20161116.

AA AA tooootaaaal ofofofof ££77077 mmmmillilililion wwwwililililll 
bebebebe mmmadadadade avavavavaiaiiilableee e vviviviaaaaa ththththe 
Olllldedd r PPPeP ople’ss CCCChahaahaange e e e 
Funnndn  fororrr tthhheh 222200101014-4-4-4-15151515 finnnnnnnnan-
cial yyyyear. NNNNHSHSHSHS boaoaaardsss s aaana dcial yyyyear NNNNHSHSHSHS boardssss aaaand
theieieiirrr locacacacallll auauauautht orooro ity ppppapapapartrtrtrt----
neeeers ssssuuuubmiiiitttttt edededed cccchahahahaaangngngngeeee 
ppplplanssss, detailiiiingngngng hhhhowowowow ttheeeey y yy
pprprpropososososededdd ttoo o o spspsppeeene d thiisisi   
fuuuundnn innng.g.g.g.

Buuuut cacaaarererere is s nonn t juujussstt ffooor Buuuutttt caarererere iiissss nonononotttt jujujujustssst fforororor
peopopopoplelelele iiiinn ththththeieeieir twtwtwtwilligggght 
years.

From bbbbiriririrthththth peoeoeoeoplppp e ee e are
vulnll ererrabababablelelele,,, anannndddd soome 
neeeeededee  supportt ffforooor a rrrraaaaange 
ofofofof phyhhh sicacacacalll,l mmmmenenee tatatatal l l ananannd d
ememememototototioioioionnnnal isssssusususueseee ttthrhhh ouuuuuughggg -
ouououout t their rr lilililivev s,,,, eeeenccommmm-
pppap sssssinnnngggg a aa a whhhholololole uumumumbrrella 
offf hhhheaeaeaealth prprprprobleeeemsmsmsms.

MeM ntaaalal iiiillllllllnnnen ss is ss s cccccoococom-mmm
mon, aaaaffffffectititiingngngng tttthhhhousaaaanananndsddd  
of peeeeopplplplee ininini  theeee UUUUKKK.Kof ppppeoeee pllleeee iiini thehehehe UUKKKK

gggAcAcAcAccccordrdrdrdingggg toooo tttthehehehe Meneee taaaallll 
HeHeealthhhh FFFFououououndndndd tatatioioioonnn:n

- OnOnOnOne inininin fououoour peeeeoopllelle 
willllllll eeeexpxpxpxperieieieennncn e aaaa memeementaaala  
hehehehealaaa th pppproblllemememem at soooooomemememe 
poinnnnt tt in ttttheheheheir lives

- ArArArArouuuunnndn one in n nn 11101 cccccccchhhih l-
drdrdrdrenenenen expperrrieieieiennnnce mememementtalalalal 
hehehehealalaalthththth probllemememmssss

--- Depresssssiooono  affeeecececectstststs 
arrrooouo nd oneeee innnn 11121111 oooofff the ee
whwhhwhole popuuuulatttitiononnnnnn

- Rates ooofo sssselelellllf-hah rmmm in
thttt e UK areeee thhheh  higgheesssts  intttt
EEEuE rope at 44404 0000 pppeppper 101 00,000000

- 450 millll ioooooonnnn pepepepeooopoppplelelele 
world-widdedede hhhhavve e e e aaaa mmmementalalall w
health prooooblememememhealth prooooblemememem

MoMMM sstststst peoeoooppplpleeee whhhhoooo ex-
pepeeerir eencececee mmmmentaaaallll healthhhh 

ver fulullllly prprprproboboboblelelelemsmsmsms rececececoov
live wwwiw thhhh orororor aaaarrrere ablblblbleeee to
ir illnnenen sssss, anananandddd mamm nnnan ge thei
getetetet heeeelp pp pespppepeccicc allllly if they

eaee rlllly y y on....

igmmmma of EnEnEnEndddid ngggg the sssstttit
mememementalalalal healtttth within mememementall healthhh
sociieeetety is prorooovinnnnnnng to be 
papapaparrticularly cccchahahahallllllleenging.

Althoughhhh soooo maany ppppeoeoeoeo-
ple are aaafa feeeectctctctedededed,, thheeeere ee e is 
still a sttttrrror nngngng ssssocooo iaaaaallll stiggggmamamama 

eentaaal ill attachhhed tttto mmmattachhhheede ttttooo mmmmentntntntalaa illl
plplplpleee wwiww th healthththth aaaandndndnd peoeoeoeo

prprrproboboboblel mmsmsms meennnntalallal hhhhealth p
disisisiscrcrrrimiii -caaaannn exexexe pppperience

pectststss oooof innnnatioioioon n n n ininin all as
ttttheeieieir liliililiives.

disscrc immi-i--StStttttiiigmaa aand
nanaaananatittitiononon ccananann aalso worrsenn 
ssosooommeonee’s mememem ntntntaal heaalth 
prprp obbbobboblelelelelelemsmsmsmsmsms, ananananananddddd dddddeddeddedeelaalay y yyyy or 
impeddded ttttheheheheiriririr ggggetetetettttttitititingngngng hhhhelelelp p pp
annnndddd trtttreaeaeaeatmtmtmtmenenenenttt,t, aaaaaaaandndndnd ttttheheheir 
recccoc very. 

, poor Soooocialalall iisolationSoooocic al isolationn poor
lololooymymymymenenenenttt thhhoh uuusu innnng, unempmpmpmp

p yyy all linknked aaana dddd pooooverrtrtr y y y y ararararee a
ttot  menennntal l iiili l heheheheaaaaalalala thththth.. SoSoSoSo 
stigigigigma andddd ddddisissscrcrcrcrimimimmmmmininninataaa ion 
cacacaan trrraaapa pppeoeoeoeoplplplple inn a ccccycycycycle 
ooofo  illllllnnnen sssss.

ThTTT e EqEqEqEquauauaualilililitytytyty AAAAcct 2010000 
makekeeesss s itititit iiiillllllllegegegegal tttto o oo ddddiddd scrim-

nnnndididdirerererectctctctlylylyly inate directly oooor ininnn
tttthhh men-against people wwwwititiit
s in pubb--tatatatallll hehehh alth problems
nctions, lilililicccc ses rvvvviciciciceses and fu

es, work, acacacacacaccececcc ssssssss ttttoo prrrememememisi e
ocococociaiaiaiations educatatatatatatioioioioioon,n aaaassoo

anandd transpsppporororororort.t.t.t.tt

For cacaaaaarrerererere iiiinnnn ArArArArggggyll and 
BuB teee ffffooooror ppppeeeoplplplplee e of aall ages 
aanananana dddd hehehehealthththth needsdsdsdss,,, spspspspeak 
totototo youououurrrr GPG , caaaallllll iiiinttooo o onooo e 
ofofofof tttthhe sssspepepepecicicici lalisisisistttt ffffaf ciililililititit eeese  
in theee aaarererereaa, oooor rrr viviivisisssit:t::: wwwwwwwww.
arararrgygygygyllllll-b-b-b-butuu e..gogogoov.ukkk///s/ oooco ial---l-arararargygygyllllll bbbbute gogogogov ukkk/s/s/s/ oocoo iallll
carereee-a--a- ndndndnd-h-h-h-heaeaaealtltltlthhhh



Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

10 LETTERS Thursday 19 February, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

SPONSORS

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE              

CROSSWORD

LAST 
week’s 
SOLUTION

SPRING 
EDITION 
OUT NOW

H
1

H
2

G
3

S
4

S
5

H
6

G
7

I G O L O T
8

R O W E L

G R A A R L

S
9

H U N H
10

A R D B A L L

E E E E B

C
11

O
12

R D I A L O
13

T T E R

P D B
14

N

L
15

E G A
16

L C
17

O R D
18

I T E

N N T
19

R E

A
20

W A Y G A M E V
21

E N
22

T

O H C D O O

O
23

R I O L E O
24

P T O U T

K W T M E N

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Across
1 Distressing experience (6)
4 Alternative (6)
9 Frets (7)
10 Own up (5)
11 Old European coin (5)
12 Throw (7)
13 Looks again (6,5)
18 Renew (7)
20 Lily or animal (5)
22 In-box contents (1-4)
23 The guys (7)
24 Look over (6)
25 Happy face (6)

Down
1 Cost (6)
2 Beginning (5)
3 Taxi (7)
5 Soft fruit (5)
6 Dunk (7)
7 Lower (6)
8 Take on a different identity (7,4)
14 Alfresco (4-3)
15 A word meaning the opposite (7)
16 Pudding? (6)
17 Exclamation (6)
19 Bisect (5)
21 One who enjoys disaster (5)

Glasgow Letter

Islay Letter

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300
words in length for publication on this page.

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend
or to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification.

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed.

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times,
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001.
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

WE AT The Oban Times endeavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you
wish to discuss this with us , please let us know as soon as
possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephoning the editor on 01631 568046; 
writing to the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane,
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reason-
able and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied
with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investi-
gate the matter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body which deals with complaints from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Your Letters

Press Policy

CHA ROBH AN T-OGHA as òige agam ach trì bli-
adhna nuair a bha i a’ sealltainn dhomh mar a dh’obra-
ichinn am fòn-làimhe agam! Agus chan eil inbheach aig 
am bheil eòlas air òigridh an-diugh nach bi mothachail 
air cho ealanta ‘s a tha iad uile le teicneòlas de gach 
seòrsa, agus gu sònraichte meur-chlàr choimpiutair. Tha 
bliadhnaichean bho thòisich innleachdas didseatach air 
gluasad a-staigh air dèideagan chloinne agus mar a tha 
clann a’ fàs, bho cha mhòr ìre leanabain, tha iad a’ cur 
eòlas air uidheamachd eileagtronaigeach. Cha bheag an 
t-iongnadh leithid seo a bhith a’ tachairt ann an saoghal 
anns am bheil inbhe choimpiutairean agus an Eadar-
lìon a sìor fhàs cumhachdach. Le eadhon sochairean 
sòisealta gan lìbhrigeadh ann an riochd didseatach 
seach air pàipear, feumaidh cuid a dhaoine, aig nach eil 
fiù ‘s dachaigh, comasan coimpiutair ionnsachadh gus 
an cuid sochairean a thogail. Cha b’ ann an-dè a thòisich
cuid a’ cogadh an aghaidh adhartais agus dh’ionnsaich 
sinn uile san sgoil mun Righ Canute a dh’fheuch ri 
seòl-mara a cheannsachadh le cumhachd rìoghail, agus 
tha tuigse mhath air ciall an fhacail “Luddite! 

Ach am bheil tuigse agus aonta air luach adhartais
teicneòlach a’ ciallachadh gum bu chòir an litreachas is 
eile a fhuair sinn mar dhìleab, fhàgail às ar dèidh agus
ar siostam foghlaim gu lèir a chur an urra ri coimpi-
utairean? Tha Roinn an Fhoghlaim aig Comhairle na 
Gàidhealtachd an sàs ann am pròiseact rannsachaidh
ann an Acadamaidh Alanais far am bheil dà cheud de 
na sgoilearan as sine air iPad Mini fhaotainn airson an 
cuideachadh len cuid obrach sgoile. A rèir aithris bhon 
luchd-teagaisg tha an goireas seo air ùidh ionnsachaidh 
a bhrosnachadh gu mòr, fiù ’s am measg feadhainn nach 
robh air cus oidhirp a dhèanamh fon t-siostam teagaisg
thraidiseanta. Deagh naidheachd!

Ach saoil an e cruinn-leum ro mhòr a th’ ann 
co-dhùnadh leithid sin de ghoireas a thoirt dha còrr air 
30,000 sgoilear feadh sgoiltean na Comhairle? Chan e 
a-mhàin na dh’fhaodadh leithid sin a chosg aig àm far
am bheilear a’ gearradh sheirbheisean gus cunntasan na 
Comhairle a chothromachadh, tha cuideachd cunnar-
tan mòra gu bhith na lùib leithid an Eadar-lìon agus an 
seòrsa mì-fheum a dh’fhaodadh cuid a dhèanamh den 
uidheamachd. ‘S ann air luchd-teagaisg a thigeadh an 
t-uallach feuchainn ri smachd a chumail air na modhan 
cleachdaidh sin. Bha mi a’ leughadh gun robh cuid a’ 
moladh cuid den chosgais a bhiodh an lùib na h-inn-
leachd seo a choinneachadh le bhith a’ ceannach nas 
lugha de phàipear is de leabhraichean. ‘S e mo thuigse 
nach eil teicneòlas a’ cur às do leabhraichean, agus tha
mi ’n dòchas nach atharraich sin!

WHILE welcoming the contribution which computer 
technology can make to education, as demonstrated in
the Highland Council research project at Alness Acad-
emy, I fervently hope that paper books will continue to 
be at the core of our education system and that reading 
hard copy will remain a popular leisure activity for 
generations to come.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Gathering
entertainers

PERFORMERS  at An Comunn
Ileach’s annual gathering, to be held
in the Glasgow University Students’
Union on Friday March 6 at 7.30pm,
will provide a variety of songs and
instrumental music guaranteed to
please and entertain patrons.

The lady soloists are Janet
Campbell and Linda MacLeod,
neither of whom are strangers on
the city’s  Highland scene.  Janet,
now resident in Mull, continues to
sing with Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir 
while Linda, a native of North Uist
and a Glasgow University graduate,
has recently researched and helped 
to preserve a number of unpublished 
Gaelic songs that have a particular
connection with her Uist neck of the
woods.

Keeping up with the ladies will
be Angus MacLeod and Andrew
MacTaggart, successful singers
i n the world of Gaelic and opera. 
Angus, who has family connections 
with Skye, the Uists and Lewis, is a
lead partner in an Inverness legal 
firm and won the men’s gold medal
last year at the Royal National Mòd
in the Highland capital.

Andrew is a classically trained
baritone who regularly appears
with Scottish Opera and also sings
with the Paisley Philarmonic as well
as guesting at other high profile
events. His grandfather farmed at 
Kilchiaran on the west coast of the 
island and he is the great nephew of 
the late Mysie Thomson, one time
depute  secretary of the association.

Upping the tempo will be
accordion and piano selections from 
brothers Alan and Kyle Rowan from 
Edinburgh. Their mother Mairi
comes from Islay and their career
soldier father Gordon is proud 
of his Tiree roots. They are also 
the grandsons of  the late Hester 
Stewart, formerly of Cornabus, and 
their grandfather Angus remains a 
ken speckle  Bowmore resident.

Piano accompaniments will be the 
responsibility of Kirsteen Grant,
conductor of Glasgow Islay Gaelic
Choir and a Mòd gold medallist 
to boot, and the concert opening 
selections will be provided by 
the group’s pipe major Andrew 
McCowan Junior.

Guest chairman is Peter Malcolm 
Campbell, manager of Cardhu 
Distillery, who served in a similar
capacity at Port Ellen Maltings and
at Lagavulin.  

The event will be hosted by 
president Janette MacArthur and
then organisers are hopeful that 
this, the 154th annual gathering, will 
continue to receive the support it 
enjoys from city Gaels and grass root
Ilich.

Distillery’s former
chief goes Irish

THE FORMER managing director 
of Bruichladdich Distillery has
bought a Guinness brewery in
Ireland and plans to transfer it into
an Irish whisky distillery.

Mark Reynier bought the premises
from owners Diageo after it decided
to move production to its flagship

St James Gate Guinness brewery in
Dublin.

The new owner plans to convert
the premises into a malt and grain 
whisky distillery which should be in
production by 2016. It will initially 
have an annual capacity of three 
million litres, although it is envisaged
that will double in time.

Backing the distiller is his former
Bruichladdich partners including
Sir John MacTaggart, taking on the
role of chairman and John Adams as 
finance director. They, along with 50
private shareholders, will form the
holding company ‘Renegade Spirits’.

Mark Reynier was the moving force
behind the purchase and eventual
re-opening of Bruichladdich
Distillery. He remained in control
until the company was sold to Remy 
Cointreau in 2012.

Waterford, situated in the Munster
Province of Ireland’s south east 
region, is world famous for its high
quality crystal. With the opening
of its first distillery it may become
equally famous for its high quality 
uisce beatha.

Gaelic award

CONGRATULATIONS to Laura 
Howitt, a Gaelic teacher at Dunoon
Grammar School, who recently 
won the Innovation in Education
award sponsored by a national daily 
newspaper.  

Laura is no stranger to these shores 
having spent time as a Gaelic tutor at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle.

g p

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX.
Telephone: 01496 810658. 

A SUCCESSFUL gather-L
ing, with a good crowd in 
attendance, was held last
Friday, February 13, in the
Piping Centre.

The evening was chaired 
by E Mairi MacArthur with 
a speech full of nostalgic
memories of summers gone 
by on the islands.

The Mull and Iona Pipers 
began the music and
Eilidh Munro and Norman 
Mackinnon provided
solo Gaelic song. Eilidh’s 
rendition of Muile nam 
Fuar Bheann Mòr was 
a particular hit with the
audience, while Norman
had everyone joining in on 
songs including Balaich an 
Iasgaich.

Carissa Bovil’s stunning
performance of Scots and
Burns songs accompanied
on clàrsach endeared her to 
the audience immediately.

Stuart Cameron gave a few
tunes on the box and then
played with Deoch ’n’ Dorus 
for the dance.

Care for a Ceilidh

ON TUESDAY February 
10, I sang alongside Darren 
Maclean, Shona Masson,
Kerr Gibb and Paul  Younger 
at Jordanhill House for the 
50th ‘Care for a Ceilidh’.

This is a charity set up by 
Donald MacLeod, a native
of Stornoway but living in 
Glasgow, to put on ceilidhs 
for residents of care homes
around the city. 

The scheme, born over
two years ago, has seen
a phenomenal rise in
popularity.

Donnie has no trouble
getting artists, with
countless musicians readily 
offering their services, and 
he even receives requests
from residents’ families 
looking for him to provide 
birthday parties for their
loved ones.

Donnie told me he loved 
to see the elderly residents 
have so much fun. ‘I also 
love the fact the musicians 
enjoy taking part so much,’
said Donnie.

Next stop for ‘Care for a 
Ceilidh’ is Erskine House
for war veterans on Tuesday 
March 10.

Performing that night will 
be Annabel Maclennan,
Alasdair Whyte, and Ken-
neth Thomson.

No joke

DONNIE is no stranger to 
fundraising.

Last year, at an event 
in The Park Bar which 
attracted the attention of 
the world media, he raised
funds for care homes in the 
Western Isles by breaking 
the Guinness World Record
for the highest number of 
jokes told in an hour. 

I answered his phone that
evening while he was driving
- casually telling the caller 
that Donnie would speak 
soon. ‘We’re just passing the 
Islay just now,’ I said.

‘That’s us passing the New 
Golden Bell, that’s us just
turning off Argyle Street’.

Eventually, having handed 
over to Donnie, it transpired 
I had just spoken live on 
‘Good Morning Melbourne’ 
and that, courtesy of my 

senseless blethering, half 
of Australia now know the 
directions from Kelvingrove 
to The Park Bar!

Oidhche de  
Phìobaireachd 

THE COMUNN Oise-
anach’s night of piping in
The Park Bar was a huge
success. 

The quaich for the Gaelic 
air competition was won 
by Mìcheal Steele who
represented The Royal
Scottish Conservatoire,
while the medley was 
won by Callum Watson of 
Strathclyde University.

Annual concert

GLASGOW Islay Gaelic 
Choir will be holding its 
annual concert on Friday 
February 27 at 7.30pm in
Bearsden Burgh Hall.

The evening will be chaired
by Alasdair Gillies. Tickets 
are £8 and free for children 
under 15.

Tiree Association

ON SATURDAY February 
28, an evening of dinner, 
drams and drama will be
held in Ralston  community 
hall, Allantown Avenue, 
starting at 7pm. 

The Tiree West End 
Players will be performing
‘An Coigreach’, a humorous 
bilingual play by Mable
Macarthur. Tickets are £16
and audience members
must bring their own 
refreshments. Contact 
Morag-Anne on 07763
126390 for more details.

What’s on 

Friday February 27: Glas-
gow  Islay Gaelic Choir
annual concert,  Bearsden 
Burgh Hall, 7.30pm.
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association Ceilidh 
Dance, Crawford Hall.
Saturday February 28: 
Tiree Association Drama
Night, Ralston Commu-
nity Hall, Paisley, 7pm.
Saturday February 28: Glas-
gow Skye Association Buntà-
ta ’s Sgadan, Crawford  Hall.
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Buffet Ceilidh, 
Partick Bowling Club.
Wednesday March 4: An
Lòchran’s Traditional Music 
Session at the Lismore. 
Friday March 6: Glasgow
Islay Association Annual 
Gathering Concert, Glas-
gow University Union.
Saturday March 7: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association
Annual Invitational Piping 
Competition, Piping College.
Saturday March 7: Clyde-
bank and District Highland 
Association Ceilidh Dance,
Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick.

Pub scene

Park Bar: Friday Feb-
ruary 20, Eriskay Lilt.
Saturday February 21,
Robert Robertson.
Sunday February 22, Robert
Robertson.
Islay Inn: Friday February 
20, Parting Glass. Saturday 
February 21, Black Velvet.
Sunday February 22, Open 
Mic.

Robert Robertson
robert.d.robertson@

hotmail.co.uk

Mull and Iona
Gathering

Scottish health minister and Argyll and Bute MP John Mackay, second left, opened the new Oban town centre
development, MacGregor Court, built by M and K MacLeod, Lochgilphead. Murdo, left, and Kenneth MacLeod are
pictured with Mr MacKay and the internationally renowned industrialist and banker Sir Iain MacGregor, originally
from Kinlochleven, whom the building is named after. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can
be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent in to Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone 

who wishes a print returned should include a stamped, addressed envelope.

Opening of MacGregor Court, Oban, 1986

Explain A830
road work
Sirs,                                          
Copy of letter to Transport
Scotland regards the A830
road:

While  upgrading road 
surfaces is always wel-
come, it is baffling to the
travelling public why for
the second time  the per-
ceived best section on a 40
mile road is grubbed up to
be resurfaced, in the mid-
dle of winter, when other 
worn out and dangerous
sections, are ignored.

When asking for other
work to be kept clear of 
the busy summer season
we are always told ‘Oh you
cannot tar in a Highland
winter’!

Who is guiding Trans-
port Scotland when this
patently wrong priority of 
work is carried out? I know
I will get the response that
the road was surveyed,
with a highly technical
machine, and the outcome
was that the section east
of Callop should be done

immediately. The only 
road problem here is free 
flowing water from a for-
estry road going across the 
carriageway, when there is 
a deluge of rain. Solution, 
divert the ditch.  

Firstly the machine
should be scrapped and 
the geography checked, 
as it is more likely to be
west of Callop, not East,
before Glenfinnan village 
and up through the village. 
It could also have been 
Rannochan, west of the
Deargbridge or Lochailort 
village. In fact it could
have been most of the
Lochailort to Glenfinnan 
section but not east of 
Callop. 

Instead you are deter-
mined to lower the speed
limit to 50mph on the 
main trunk road between 
Lochailort and Glenfin-
nan, when the community 
councils of Mallaig, Morar 
and Arisaig are clearly 
against this measure. Yet
you ignore Glenfinnan’s 
call for an extension of the
40mph zone to cover the
dangerous National Trust 

area. Why is the trench
- and that is what it is -
outside BSW in Corpach
completely ignored when
there is disgust amongst
the travelling public about
the state of the road there?

Why does the patchwork 
reinstatement by the utilty 
company, through Cor-
pach, continue unabated.

This work shouldn’t even
be on the main road when 
there is a pavement crying
out for repair.  Someone in
Transport Scotland needs
to explain their actions.
Allan G Henderson, Fort 
William.

Decline in Islay 
dental service

Sir,
We will soon have no full-
time dentists on Islay. 

The decline in service,
which has been shocking,
is nothing to do with the 
hard-working and thinly 
stretched dentists and
dental nurses.  

I have been contacted by 
people who have had to
wait for weeks for dental 
treatment. We are current-
ly paying, through taxes,
for a service we are not 
receiving. 

The centralisation of 
our health service to the
Highlands has been an
unmitigated disaster, with 
too much being spent on
management and bureau-
crats and not enough on
front-line services. 
Alastair Redman, Union-
ist and Conservative Can-
didate, Argyll and Bute.

Step in the
right direction
Sir,
Congratulations on re-
porting the campaign to
protect and preserve the
Tinkers’ Heart feature 
which is situated close to 
the Lochgoilhead  Hell’s 
Glen road end where it
meets the Cairndow to
Strachur road.

I first became aware of 
this when I lived for some
years in Lochgoilhead.

Last summer I attend-
ed a discussion,  with 
songs, from the highly 
entertaining Jess Smith in
Oban and followed this up
with attending a talk on 
Deeside where Jess was
the principle speaker. Her 
forebears belonged locally 
to the St Catherines shore. 

High up, above Loch 
Fyne, looking over to
Inveraray, this simple mon-
ument marks a significant  
and unique traditional
wedding site for Scotland’s
Travelling community and
one that deserves support
and proper preservation.

The actual monument is 
on bare ground that can 
be of minimal agricultural
value. While scheduling 
the heart as a historic 
monument would not
automatically bring the
benefits that the Travelling
community seek it would,
could and should start the
process in  recognising the
importance of the commu-
nity as part of Argyll and
of Scotland’s heritage.
Kenneth MacColl, Oban.

The appointment of Nick Ferguson to lead the council’s 
economic forum certainly doesn’t lack in boldness nor
ambition. A high-flying executive with an internation-

al pedigree second to none, Mr Ferguson’s bona fides are
beyond reproach. 

What will the man who replaced James Murdoch at the top
of global broadcasting giant BSkyB bring to the table?

Well, just for starters, what about entrepreneurial energy 
and nous, dynamism and experience - in spadefuls. Living as
he does in Tighnabruaich, he has a self-professed love of the 
region. This has all the makings of an inspired appointment.

An inspired appointment
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HURRY!
When they’re gone, they’re gone

SALE NOW ON THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field
 £4.50 (inc. UK P&P)

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

2015
Calendars

Scottish Field
Large g £6.99 (inc. UK P&P)( )

Arran Banner 
Isle of Arran 

£4.50 (inc. UK P&P)

Oban Times 
West Highland 

£4.50 (inc. UK P&P)
to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 01371 851 868

Càisg - Easter 2015

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK | cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk

In 2015 why not spend a week on Skye at Scotland’s National Centre 
for Gaelic language & culture?  Our courses include Gaelic language & 
song, traditional musicand dance. For Easter 2015, we will be running a spe-
cial course for native speakers of any level who seek to improve their  
 reading, writing and speaking skills.

30/03 - 03/04/15 06/04 - 10/04/2015

Gàidhlig / Gaelic Levels 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 Gàidhlig / Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

Dannsa-ceum
Step Dancing with Sophie Stephenson

Fidheall / Fiddle with Gabe McVarish

Gàidhlig do dh’ fhileantaich
Gaelic for Native Speakers

Òrain Ghàidhlig
Christine Primrose’s Gaelic Song Course

WORK has started to transform
an abandoned golf course in Fort
William into a new sports and 
recreation area.

Construction started on
Monday in Plantation, which is
recognised as one of the most
deprived areas in the Highlands, 
following a grant of more than
£247,000 from the Big Lottery.

A playpark, mini mountain bike
track, high wire, scramble net and 
adult fitness area will all feature
at Pine Grove as well as picnic 
tables and benches at viewpoints.

The plans are a result of five
years of work by Plantation 
Community Association (PCA) 
and hinged on a bid for funding 
from the Big Lottery Community 
Spaces Scotland fund, which
granted £247,436 in March last 
year. 

Helen MacKenzie, chairwoman
of PCA, said: ‘It’s just fantastic 
that work has finally started after 

DESCENDANTS of those killed
in the massacre of Glencoe 
gathered on Friday to mark the
anniversary of the treacherous 
attack.

This was the 323rd memorial
service to commemorate the
events of February 13 1692, when
38 members of the MacDonald
clan were killed in their beds and 
many more died of exposure on
the mountains when trying to 
escape government soldiers.

Pupils of Glencoe and St Bride’s
primary schools and members

A MUCH-LOVED south Lo-
chaber lady’s life was celebrated
when her son presented memori-
al cups to primary schools where
she served as a dinner lady.

Nana MacInnes worked in both
Ballachulish and Duror primary 
schools for almost 15 years until
the age of 73.

When she passed away after a 
short illness in October last year
her family decided to commemo-
rate the great-grandmother with
trophies which will be presented
annually to a child from each
school for endeavour or citizen-
ship.

Erin MacCallum-Millar, six,
is the first to receive the Nana
MacInnes Memorial Cup for
Duror primary school after she
cut off seven inches of her hair
to be made into a wig for a child
cancer charity the Little Princess
Trust, raising almost £500 in the
process. Marilyn MacDonald,
head teacher at Duror, said: ‘Du-
ror primary school is delighted to
receive the Nana MacInnes Me-
morial cup. It was a unanimous
decision that in this first year, the
cup is being presented to Erin.

‘The whole school and commu-
nity is so proud of Erin and feel
she is a worthy first winner of 
Nana’s cup for showing outstand-
ing citizenship.’

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: members of Plantation Community Association and local children gather to
watch the progress of their new recreation area 20_f08plantation01

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

five years of hard work. It was a
bit of a struggle at the start but
we’ve been chomping at the bit to
get started ever since we got the
funding through.

‘We’re so glad we can do
something that will benefit the
community because it was just
muck, mire and overgrown and
it’s a good size of land.’

Lesley-Ann Boath, secretary 
of PCA, added: ‘We’re delighted
that we can finally put something
back into this community  
because Plantation had nothing

for a long time and this will be
great for all ages. We’re really 
excited.’ 

The pair also thanked everyone 
who has helped make their dream 
a reality, with a special mention 
to the three builders who have 
worked through wind and rain 
this week. 

The hard work of the PCA 
committee was also recognised 
in November last year when 
they were named Tenant and 
Resident Group of the Year by 
Tenant Participation Advice 
Services Scotland. As well as 
planning the recreation area, the 
group regularly volunteers in the 
community and runs a kids club
every Wednesday. 

Thomas MacLennan,
councillor for Fort William and
Ardnamurchan and leader of 
the Lochaber Area Committee,
welcomed the work. He said: ‘It’s
great to see the community doing 
something positive with this area 
and bringing all of these new 
facilities into the community.’

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES AS BIG LOTTERY CASH GOES INTO CREATING NEW SPORTS AND RECREATION AREA

GATHERING: The traditional march from Bridge of 
Coe to the Glencoe Memorial

20_f08glencoe01

Delight in Plantation as work 
starts on old course revamp

Descendants gather 
to mark massacre

We’ve been
chomping at
the bit to get 
started. ”

Helen MacKenzie
PCA chairwoman

WINNERS: John MacInnes presents the Nana MacInnes Memorial 
Cup to Ballachulish primary school pupils 20_f08nana01

HELPING YOUNG PATIENTS: Erin MacCallum-Millar is the fi rst Duror
primary school pupil to win the Nana MacInnes Memorial Cup for 

donating her hair to the Little Princess Trust

BUS DRIVERS are refusing
to use a stop months after
it was erected by Highland
council as they say it has not
been registered.

Angry public transport users
in Spean Bridge were shocked
to be told the new bus stop at 
Nursery Park in the village 
could not be used, despite the 
months the community spent 
campaigning for it.  

The bus stop was erected in
December to serve the Fort
William - Inverness route run
by CityLink but John Fother-
ingham, chairman of Spean
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achn-
acarry community council, 
said when he was waited for 
a bus there he has been told it 
is not an official stop and he
must use the one at the other 
end of the village. 

He said the organisations 
involved should be commu-
nicating better and said they 
have ‘a complete disregard for
the community’. He added: ‘I
complained to CityLink and 
was told it has not been reg-
istered as an official bus stop 
but it was erected by Highland
council four months ago.

‘I don’t know which one is at
fault but it seems to me like
a complete lack of common 
sense and communication
between the two. We fought 
continuously to have this
much-needed bus stop put in.
Now it’s here, we’re told we
can’t use it. It’s completely 
ridiculous’. 

A CityLink spokeswoman
said the bus stop was not cur-
rently registered but they were 
‘working through the neces-
sary processes’ to resolve this. 

A Highland council spokes-
woman said the problem was 
caused by a ‘misunderstand-
ing’. 

She added: ‘One of our 
transport officials met with 
Stagecoach, which operates 
the route under contract to 
Citylink, on Friday and they 
agreed bus drivers would stop 
there as of Monday (February 
16).’

A TRIAL of goose shooting in 
the Western Isles could boost 
the local economy by putting 
the bird back on the menu.

The pilot of a planned three-
year cull on Lewis and Harris, 
launched on Monday, will
allow licenced landowners and
farm owners to kill geese in an 
attempt to reduce agricultural
damage caused by the bird 
while maintaining a steady 
population. 

But the project, by Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
the National Goose Manage-
ment Review Group, will also
trial the sale of the poultry 
under licence, allowing some 
hunters, hotel and restaurant 
owners to provide a local-
ly-sourced high protein dish.

Similar trials are underway 
on Uist, Coll, Tiree and
Orkney, which have growing 
populations of greylag geese
which damage crops. 

Lewis-based Roddy Mac-
Minn of SNH said: ‘It is clear 
that the greylag goose pop-
ulation on Lewis and Harris
has increased significantly in 
recent years.

‘Since we began an annual
count in 2010 numbers have 
increased by more than 45 per
cent. 

‘We are responding to a 
request from the local goose 
management group to help
them manage the population 
to a more sustainable level.

‘Our initial target is for an 
additional 2,200 geese to be
shot this year as we aim to de-
liver a significant population 
reduction by 2017.’

of the public also turned out to
pay their respects at the moving
commemorations, organised
by Clan Donald Highlands and
Islands, The Glencoe Heritage
Trust, and St Mary’s Church
Glencoe. 

The day began with a requiem
service in St Mary’s, followed by 
the traditional march from the 
Bridge of Coe to the Glencoe
memorial where wreaths were
laid and another service was held. 

Reverend Adrian Fallows
officiated at both ceremonies. 

A pupil from Ballachulish
primary school will be picked to 
receive the cup in June, the end
of the academic year.

Sam Clark, head teacher, said:
‘Nana would approve of this
award as she was always encour-
aging the pupils to do their best
in every aspect of school life.

‘She enjoyed watching the pu-
pils receiving certificates, medals
and trophies.’

John MacInnes, the oldest child
of the late Ms MacInnes, present-
ed the trophies at Ballachulish
primary school on Friday.

He said: ‘Mum adored children,
and despite the family trying to
talk her into retirement on more 
than one occasion, it really was
a pointless exercise. Eventually,
after turning 73, we persuaded
her the time was right.

‘We feel as a family, this is one
of the last things we can do for
our mum, ensuring that her mem-
ory and attachment to the schools
will live on, and that in the years
to come when some pupil asks
who was Nana MacInnes, the
story of the wee cheery dinner
lady will re-emerge.’

The memorial trophies will
be handed down to the new 
winner each year but the winning
children will receive a smaller
version to keep forever.

Schools celebrate much-loved Nana 

Bus stop confusion 
irks passengers

Goose heads back 
onto the menu



COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

Gaelic power cut to be transmitted throughout Scotland

Rotary club enjoys historical talk Guest trio live up to expectations
at Skye accordion and fi ddlee meet

A SPECIALLY commissioned Gaelic drama will
be performed in Glasgow for the fi rst time
this month. 

Às an Dorachadas, created by Catriona
Lexy Campbell, comes as part of Glasgow 
Life’s commitment to developing world class 
Gaelic Drama.

Às an Dorachadas recreates a night spent
during a power cut on an island which often 
leads to magical nights of comedy, dramatic 
story telling and song created amongst the 
people in a house forced to provide their own 
entertainment after all lights and appliances 
go off . 

The audience at each performance will also 
become involved in what will become unique 
and magical experiences.

The premiere of the show will be at a loca-
tion in the south side of Glasgow on February 
25 2015 before heading off  on tour to four
other locations in Scotland in March, April
and May.

The audience for each night will arrive at
Tramway before being taken to the location 
which is believed to be a fi rst for Gaelic drama
in Glasgow.

Às an Dorachadas is a GlaschuBeo Com-
mission and co-production with Fèisean nan
Gàidheal with funding from Maoin Lìonradh
Dràma Ghàidhlig, the Gaelic Books Council
and Glasgow City Council.

Councillor Archie Graham, of Glasgow Life,
said: ‘Nights spent creating your own enter-
tainment when the power goes off  will be a

familiar part of life for many people from the
Highlands and islands.

‘Às an Dorachadas will celebrate the cre-
ative ways people pass those hours and the
very special collaborations that can result. ’

Catriona Lexy said: ‘Às an Dorchadas came 
about after spending several weeks back 
home on Lewis. The weather was character-
istically stormy and there were several power
cuts. Taking this as the basis for a piece of 
theatre, the cast, collaborators and I will
explore the limitations and possibilities of 
an electricity-free play, staged in a unique
venue in the city.

‘Our hope is to recreate some of the magic 
of a power-cut for our audience as we take
them in and out of the darkness.’

To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000
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APPIN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

The Yeoman
Bontrup Fire - A
Major Glensanda

disaster averted: Ian 
Henry

Saturday 21 February
Port Appin Hall 2.30pm

All welcome!
www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Soup and
Pudding Lunch

In aid of Oban Free Church
will be held in

Oban Free Church Hall
Rockfield Road

on Saturday 28th 
February 2015

From 12 noon - 2.00pm
Admission £5.00

ALMOST 60 people 
enjoyed a historical talk 
about Ben Nevis at the 
Rotary Club of Loch-
aber’s annual partners’
lunch.

Dr Chris Robinson
made a return visit to 
the club on February 11
and gave a presentation
about the myth, dating 
back to the 1800s, that a 
vein of lead exists on the 
Ben. 

He explained to a fas-
cinated audience that, 
although the rumour 
had proved to be false,

in 1904, when the old
summit observatory was
being demolished, the 
lead was stripped from 
the roof, crammed into
a barrel, and sent rolling 
down Ben Nevis. 

It found its way into
five finger gulley, 
smashed and dispersed
throughout the rock face
and proved impossible 
to economically recover 
and is still there today.

Rotary branch pres-
ident John Harvey 
thanked Dr Robinson
for his talk. 

BEN NEVIS: Dr Chris Roobinson gives a talk to 
rotaryy club

SKYE Accordion and Fiddle Club
members and friends held a well-attended
February meeting in the usual venue of 
the Royal Hotel, Portree.

On this occasion it was Aly ‘K’ MacPher-
son who carried out the duties of master
of ceremonies. 

Mr MacPherson, who had just arrived
home that evening from a spell of duty g p y
sailing the high seas, carried out his task 
with style and got the evening under way 
by introducing various local players to
entertain the audience.

 On drums were Donald John Campbell
and Donald MacRae, on fiddles were
Caerina Campbell, Ellie MacPherson

and Wendy Riva, on piano John Cameron
and on accordions were Mr MacPherson,
John Cameron and John MacGilvary.

The club was particularly pleased to
welcome back John MacGilvary, a stal-
wart member, who had been indisposed
for a lengthy period and unable to attend
recent meetings.

After an interval it was time for the
eagerly-awaited guest band to take to the 
stage and provide the music for the rest of 
the evening. The Marian Anderson Trio,
more than lived up to expectations and 
provided a varied programme played to
the highest standard which has earned the
trio such popularity with Scottish country 

dancers at homme and abroad.
The trio was led on piano accordion by 

Marian, with Max Ketching on drums.
Both are fromm California - the California
near Falkirk, nnot the one across ‘the pond’.

Completing tthe trio was Jim Nichol from
Pathhead withh superb piano backing.

There were sselections to suit all tastes,
including severg ral compositions by the late
great Gordon DDuncan of Pitlochry.

The evening wwas brought to a close by all
the local playeers joining the guest band in
a truly rousingg stramash.

The March mmeeting of the club on the 
first Thursdayy of the month will feature
The Raymondd Chuchuk Band.

An Comunn Gaidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch)

CEILIDH
Fiona MacKenzie, Joan Morrison, James Graham, Ann Barlow, 

John MacKinnon, Liam Scott, Ian Hurst, The Adele Askew Dancers
Fear an Taighe: Donald MacKenzie

TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL, SATURDAY, 21st February, 7.30pm
Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children £2.00

Meur Chruachain (Cruachan Branch) An Comunn Gaidhealach contacts:-
Secretary: Sheena McTighe, Fernbank, Taynuilt. Tel 01866 822 695

Programme: Moira Dunlop, Sealladh Eite, Achaleven, Connel. Tel 01631 710 565

COFFEE
MORNING

Saturday
February 21

10.30am - 12.30pm
18 Stevenson 
Street, Oban

Raising funds for local 
Salvation Army

•
O

N
E 

YE
AR

 UNLIMITED ENTRY •ONE YEAR U
N

LIM
ITED ENTRY •ONE YEAR UNLIMITE

D 
EN

TR
Y

Adult 
£13.20

Children
£10.80 

Annual pass reader offer

in next week’s Oban Times

Valid for Sea Life Oban 
and Loch Lomond

A MULL FÈIS ceilidh delighted the residents of the 
Ross of Mull last Thursday night when some of the best
traditional musicians took to the stage to show off their 
skills.

Not even the lack of a sound system put the band 
members off their track after one was provided from the
Bunessan villagers.

The Fèis tutors’ concert was held in the Argyll Arms
Hotel, with many people turning out to support the

event.  Anda Wilson had to cart along his public address
system in order for the music to be heard.

The fèis movement offers Gaelic music, dance and
song tuition to people of all ages.

Musicians (pictured left) Ross Wilson, Alan Hender-
 son, Ali Murray and the Glenelg brothers Iain Cameron

and Murdo Ewan Cameron made up the band for the
evening.

16_t08feis8

MOTHER AND SON: Alasdair Whyte with Riona Whyte. Riona is one 
of the fèis movement organisers on the island 16_t08feis1

FOOT TAPPING: Jane and Sandy Brunton enjoyed the 
music of the ceilidh 16_t08feis2

LAUGHING: (left) Euphie Wood and Maimie Brunton, both 
Bunessan 16_t08feis4

ORGANISERS: (left) Kate Peerie, Morven Gibson, Vivki MacLean from the fèis 
organisation and Jennifer Johnson with Seren 16_t08feis5

READY FOR A HOOLEY: Glen MacKellar with Elizabeth
Wilson and Jessie MacKellar, all from Bunessan. 16_t08feis3

GREAT NIGHT: (left) Shirley Blacoe and Alex James were 
enjoying the music. 16_t08feis6

FRIENDS: Fraser and Alison Mckenzie with Rowan and Zoe MacCallumm 16_t08feis9

Social scene Mull Fèis Ceilidh, Argyll Arms Hotel , Bunessan

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Talk/Demonstration

by  Louise Oppenheime
on weavin

(a tale of Wellbeing in colour and 
texture)

on 20th February 2015
in The Lorn Resource Centre

Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Visitors very welcome

CANCELLeavingeavi
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Sale of Books and Stuff
Pets at Home Oban

Saturday February 21st
10am to 4pm

In aid of Small Paws Rescue
Charity number SC044301



Entertainment 
GuideSS American steaming its 

way to Oban’s Corran Halls

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please email: 
studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS

MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000
John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David Cullen, 2200 American Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of 
This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with
Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine 
Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country
Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey,
1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Weekend Warmup
with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports View, 1900 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800
Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken 
Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Thursday 19 February, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 13LEISURE

Seven clan-related events to

benefi t from £26,000 fund

UP to seven clan events across the 
country are to receive £26,000 in 
funding support from the Scottish 
Government.

The government is offering organ-
isers the chance of receiving grant 
support to stage events this year.

In 2014 people from across the
world attended clan events in Scot-
land that were supported through
the clan event fund. 

Attendance at these events was
estimated at 7,700 with almost 4,000 
international visitors. 

Enterprise and tourism minister
Fergus Ewing said: ‘I am delighted
to announce this second allocation 
of funding through the clan event
fund, which will support seven 

clan events taking place
across Scotland in the
year ahead.

‘This includes
a number of in-
ternational Clan
gatherings that are
expected to bring
thousands of visi-
tors to Scotland,
g e n e r a t i n g
income and
p r o v i d i n g
a colourful
spectacle in
those commu-
nities where
they take
place.’

ORGANISERS of the Tarbert
Viking Festival and Traditional 
Boat Festival will be organising 
another big event in the village this 
year: the George Campbell Hay 
Centenary Celebration. 

Creative music, art and language 
workshops throughout the year 
and a final concert exhibition on
December 5 will be organised to 
celebrate the works of this prolific 
and compassionate Tarbert poet.

George Campbell Hay spent 
much of his life in Tarbert. 

As well as writing Gaelic, Scots
and English poetry, Hay also wrote 
poems in French, Italian and Nor-
wegian and translated poetry into
Gaelic.  

Organisers are running this cen-

tenary celebration to encourage
more people to appreciate Hay’s
works in his centenary year.

Workshop weekends will be
organised from April to December
and are set to include Gaelic, Scots,
art, photography, music, song and
choral workshops. 

More information about the
event and all the workshops
will follow but in the meantime
anyone interested in joining the
celebration of Hay’s work in 2015,
or anyone with information they’d
like to share about George Camp-
bell Hay, is encouraged to contact
the organisers on Facebook at the
George Campbell Hay Centenary 
Celebration page or by email:
gchcc@outlook.com.

Tarbert organises George Campbell 
Hay centenary celebration

£800 S OO G

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Danny 
MacAskill

DAMIAN LEWIS 
COMES TO MULL

Cuisine at the edge of the 
earth - A French chef on 
gastronomic life in Lewis
Heroes of the 
Radical War
Landscape 
photographers
of the year

ON RIDING THE 

CUILLIN RIDGE

26pages of 

MAKING SENSE OF 

LAND REFORM

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Community owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

LISTINGS FOR 20 FEBRUARY - 26 FEBRUARY 2015

AMERICAN SNIPER (15)

Daily Except Tue, Thurs: 17:50, 20:30    Tue, Thur: 17:40

BACKSTREET BOYS: SHOW ‘EM WHAT YOU’RE MADE OF (15)

Thurs: 19:00

BIG HERO 6 (PG)

Fri, Mon, Wed: 15:45    Sat: 10:45, 15:45   Sun: 10:45, 13:00, 15:45

ROH: DER FLIEGENDE HOLLANDER (12A)

Tue: 19:15

SHAUN THE SHEEP MOVIE (U)

Fri, Mon, Wed: 16:00   Sat, Sun: 11:30, 13:30, 16:00    Tue, Thu: 15:45

TESTAMENT OF YOUTH (12A)

Daily Except Tue, Thu: 18:00    Tue, Thu: 16:00

WHIPLASH (15)

Daily Except Tue, Thu: 20:40    Tue, Thu: 20:20

ANYTHING GOES, the fast-
paced comedy musical, is steaming
into Oban’s Corran Halls next
week thanks to Spotlight Musical
Theatre Group.

Taking its audience back to the
golden age of dapper society on 
the high seas, a 40-strong cast will
tap, sing and delight with songs 
such as I Get A Kick Out of You, 
It’s De-Lovely, You’re The Top 
and Anything Goes.

Set aboard the luxury liner SS 
American, where nightclub singer
Reno Sweeney (Ellie Cooper), the 
world’s most sensuous sermonizer, 
is en-route from New York to
England.

Unbeknown to Reno, her friend 
Billy Crocker (David Johnston)
has stowed aboard the cruise
liner to be close to his true love, 
debutante Hope Harcourt (Aimie 
MacDonald).

Unfortunately Hope is engaged
to wealthy English aristocrat Lord 
Evelyn Oakleigh (Michael Wall). 

Aided by Reno and public enemy 
number 13 Moonface Martin
(Stephen Day), Billy sets out to win
Hope’s heart through a variety of 
high-jinks, cunning disguises and
even blackmail.

With a wonderful score by Cole 
Porter, alongside a collection
of dance numbers, this will be

a show not to be missed. Kevin
Baker brings his many years of 
experience in the theatre as the
show’s director while Louisa Hyde
returns as producer and choreog-
rapher. 

The show is on between Wednes-
day 25 and Saturday February 28
at 7.30 pm in the Corran Halls.

Tickets are available now from 
the Corran Halls Box Office on 
01631 567333.

SPOTLIGHT: on the SS American, for this year’s fabulous production of Anything Goes by Spotlight Musical Theatre Group

FILM SYNOPSIS
AMERICAN SNIPER (15) 132MINS 

Clint Eastwood directs Bradley Cooper in the visceral true story of the US military's most lethal sniper. Having been
raised by a religious father who impressed upon him the importance of fi ghting evil, Chris Kyle (Bradley Cooper) signs
up for brutal Navy SEAL training. He's quickly shipped off  to Fallujah, where his role as a marksman is to protect his
brothers-in-arms. It's a nerve-shredding task, requiring him to make split-second distinctions between civilians and
enemy combatants. Such is Chris's skill and pinpoint accuracy that he saves countless lives and earns the nickname 
'Legend'. But this also means that insurgents soon put a price on his head. Legendary director Clint Eastwood’s tense
and harrowing fi lm doesn't shy away from exploring the terrible psychological aftermath of war.

BACKSTREET BOYS: SHOW 'EM WHAT YOU'RE MADE OF (15) 145MINS

An honest and revealing 20th anniversary portrait of the multi-platinum boy band, plus a live performance. They
are the biggest boy band in history, with 130 million album sales to their credit. But what happened when the 
Grammy-nominated Backstreet Boys became men? In 2012, the original line-up reunited for the fi rst time in six years.
Cameras were on hand to follow them to a London recording studio to start work on their new album and plan their
20th anniversary relaunch. This premiere screening will be followed by an exclusive live satellite performance by the
Backstreet Boys, who will be playing some of their favourite tracks.

BIG HERO 6 (PG) 114MINS

A young robotics genius turns crime-fi ghter in Disney's fun-packed animated action comedy. Troubled 14-year-old 
technology prodigy Hiro Hamada (Ryan Potter) lives in the futuristic hybrid city of San Fransokyo. Helping him through
his diffi  cult teenage years is huggable, lovable, giant infl atable healthcare robot Baymax (Scott Adsit). When a
mysterious villain emerges to threaten the city, Hiro rises to the challenge. He joins forces with can-do chemistry genius
Honey Lemon (Genesis Rodriguez), comicbook fanboy Fred (T.J. Miller), burly beatnik Wasabi (Damon Wayans Jr) and
taciturn adrenaline junkie GoGo Tomago (Jamie Chung). Together, these nerds must overcome their fears and transform
themselves into superheroes.

ROH LIVE: DER FLIEGENDE HOLLANDER (12A) 180MINS 

Bryn Terfel returns to the lead role in Tim Albery's acclaimed modern-dress staging of Wagner's fi rst masterpiece. As
sea captain Daland (Peter Rose) sails home in a powerful storm, he encounters a ghostly ship. On board is the Flying
Dutchman (Bryn Terfel), who despairs of his fate. Having inadvertently made a pact with Satan, the Dutchman now 
fi nds himself cursed to sail the seas for eternity. His only chance of salvation is through the faithful love of a good
woman. On learning that Daland has a young daughter, Senta (Adrianne Pieczonka), he off ers great riches for her
hand in marriage. Wagner's fi rst signifi cant opera, this romantic masterpiece explores the themes of damnation and
redemption that would continue to preoccupy the composer.

SHAUN THE SHEEP THE MOVIE (U) 85MINS 

Lovable Shaun goes on a crazy adventure in this brilliant animation from the people behind Wallace and Gromit. Daily
life on Mossy Bottom Farm is getting just a little bit too routine for Shaun the sheep. So he decides it's time to have a 
nice day off . Unfortunately, his cunning ruse leads to a series of mishaps that result in the Farmer making an unplanned
exit. Now it's up to Shaun and the rest of the fl ock - plus Bitzer the sheepdog - to make their way to the Big City and
recover him. But to avoid the attentions of nasty animal containment offi  cer Trumper, the sheep have to disguise
themselves as human! Luckily, they get a little help from a lovable orphan dog named Slip. 

TESTAMENT OF YOUTH (12A) 130MINS 

Rising star Alicia Vikander leads an outstanding cast in Vera Brittain's much-loved memoir of love and war. Bright,
spirited young feminist Vera Brittain (Alicia Vikander) has her whole life ahead of her in the spring of 1914. She defi es 
the wishes of her conservative parents (Dominic West, Emily Watson) to seek a place at Oxford. But her dreams are
shattered by the outbreak of WWI. Her brother Edward (Taron Egerton) and their friends Victor (Colin Morgan) and
Roland (Kit Harington) all enlist. So Vera sacrifi ces her education to become a nurse, falling urgently in love with Roland
as war engulfs their generation.

WHIPLASH (15) 107MINS 

BAFTA Winner for Supporting Actor J.K. Simmons, Editing and Sound - An ambitious jazz drummer is pushed to 
greatness by a monstrous mentor in this dazzling drama. Nineteen-year-old drummer Andrew Neyman (Miles Teller) is
determined not to settle for mediocrity. He wants to become one of the jazz greats, like his idol Buddy Rich. He wins a
place at America's top music academy, where Terence Fletcher (J.K. Simmons) is in charge of the leading jazz ensemble.
Andrew's talents soon catch this star's instructor's attention. But Fletcher is a hard, cruel, bullying taskmaster who
drives his competitive students ruthlessly towards perfection.

To advertise in our new look Leisure Section
Call 01631 568 000
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The nine-mile long Crinan Canal runs between Ardrishaig 
and Crinan, connecting Loch Fyne to the Atlantic ocean.

Fish & Chips, Juicy Steaks, Veggie options & Freshly
landed Langoustines.

Crinan Hotel, Crinan Coffee shop
Seafood bar and gallery open on 27th February 

www.crinanhotel.com
Private view gallery - Lesley Burr on 28th 5.30pm - 7.30pm

for invitation telephone 01546 830261

Come out to Crinan and enjoy!

The picturesque Royal Burgh of Inveraray is 
a classic example of an eighteenth-century 
Georgian planned town.

on mid argyllfocus
MID ARGYLL is a collec-

tion of beautiful towns 
and villages that offer 

superb delights for passers-by and
day-trippers.

Dunadd, the birthplace of Scot-
land, lies at the area’s heart with 
magic and mystery surrounding 
its past with fantastic people and
commerce occupying its future.

The area is described as ‘unbe-
lievably rich in natural and historic
wonders, offering tranquillity,
adventure and gastronomy’ by vis-
itors.

Tempting people to come to the 
area, local destination manage-
ment organisation Heart of Argyll 
says: ‘Come and explore Mid Ar-
gyll with our outstanding national
nature reserves, abundant wildlife 
and stunning coastal landscapes.

‘Stretching from the picturesque 

in the north, over to Knapdale and 
Crinan in the west, across to In-

and with Kilmartin Glen in its midst
the heart of Argyll boasts some
of the most beautiful scenery in
Europe. 

‘Whether it’s a relaxing short
break, an active family holiday or 
a romantic weekend that appeals,
the Heart of Argyll has great
accommodation and restaurants, 
unique shops and galleries, his-
toric castles and museums, plus a
wealth of outdoor pursuits and na-
ture-based activities from kayaking
and sailing to walking that will keep 
you entertained and longing to visit 
again.’

T he area attracts walkers, 
cyclists, musicians and
holiday makers who want to 

see Scotland without all the razz-
matazz of the big cities.

It is also a painter’s paradise.

– better known to the people of 
the area as a church elder and a 

former art teacher, but to the resst of 
the world he is known as Jolomo,
an international artist.

His bright vibrant colours depict  
the landscapes and buildings of f the 
west coast. He manages to captture 
the light unlike anyone before hhim.
It is likely that he has allowed many 
people to imagine and explore the the 
area without ever having set foot 
on any good Argyll soil.

Among the hillsides, it often
seems like the rural idyll and with 
hotels such as the Crinan Hotel 
serving up delicious local food and
comfortable beds at the end of the
day, it becomes the rural idyll.

The Crinan hotel sits on the edge 
of a fantastic waterway, the Crinan 
Canal, that delights day visitors 
or those who simply fancy a bit of 
recreation on the canal that links
the Atlantic ocean to Ardrishaig 
and the Clyde far beyond.

Lochgilphead itself has some 
great places to chill out and
stop – for example a visit to

Willie and Pat’s is like a visit to the
best value mainstream shopping 
mall with factory seconds from
various high street stores.

Perhaps Argyll Book Centre will
tempt visitors with anything from 
historical books about the area
sitting alongside some wonderful
children’s books and adults’ best
sellers. The bookshop also sells a

for visitors and friends.
Kilmartin Auto Repairs and River-

offer everything that is required to 
keep people’s cars on the road.

For a great time relaxing try
Brambles in Inveraray where the 
locals and tourists alike go to enjoy
great food and treats - with space
for all the family.

Mid Argyll is magical and anyone
would be delighted with the people
and businesses that offer great
service to the community and the
tourists who come to share in it. 

Kilmartin Glen, in the heart of Mid 
Argyll, is one of Scotland’s richest 

prehistoric landscapes
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AN APPEAL against a 
controversial decision to allow a
couple to develop croft land has 
been withdrawn. 

The Crofting Commission 
challenged the verdict with the
Court of Session last month 
after The Scottish Land Court 

IF CHARLES Kennedy is 
re-elected as MP for Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber, he will use his
position in UK parliament to 
campaign for a new hospital and 
road improvements.

This is the pledge he made 
when joined by Willie Rennie, 
leader of the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats, at the opening of 
the new constituency office in 
Fort William last week, when the 
pair unveiled the party’s Scottish 
manifesto.

The former party leader 
believes securing a replacement 
for the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William and work on the A82 
trunk road are the biggest issues 
currently facing Lochaber, saying 
he would continue to campaign 
for these if he was re-elected. 

Although the NHS and infra-
structure are devolved issues, Mr 
Kennedy said he would use his 
position as an MP to put pres-
sure on the Scottish government
to fund and implement upgrades
in Lochaber.

After officially opening his new 
High Street office last Thursday, 

A DISUSED shop has been given
a new lease of life as a cafe and 
information hub. 

Lochaber Geopark has taken over 
the old Roy Bridge Stores and re-
opened it as a coffee shop, named
Darwin’s Rest after Charles Darwin,
who researched the Parallel Roads

of Glen Roy in 1838. The cafe is
soon to expand to include a gift and
craft shop, as well as a visitor centre.

Keith Hoole, Lochaber Geopark 
director, said: ‘The cafe and display 
will provide a great centre for visi-
tors to learn about the geology and
Charles Darwin.’

PRIMARY school pupils across the west Highlands spent a day 
fundraising for a worldwide children’s charity.

Children enjoyed a non-uniform day and brought in home baking to 
sell in aid of UNICEF’s day for change.

A LUCKY grandmother
scooped an iPad in the first
draw of a new fundraising 
lottery. 

Rosemary Cameron, from
Onich, won the one-off prize
in the Loch Leven Lotto and 
said her granddaughter will 
help her set up her new tablet. 

Ian Brodie, from Ballachul-
ish, won what will be the usual
top monthly prize of £100 and
Donnie MacLeod of north 
Ballachulish took home £50.

All proceeds will be donated 
to St Muns Chapel, Ballachu-
lish, and The Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church, Kinlochlev-
en.  

To enter the monthly draw, 
pick up a form from one of the
churches or call 01855 811 203.

A GROUP fighting to save services
at a Skye Hospital is continuing its 
campaign, despite the Scottish gov-
ernment approving plans to reduce 
facilities.

Members of Save Portree Hospital
have arranged a public meeting for
next month to decide what action to
take after Shona Robison, cabinet 
secretary for health, gave the green
light to NHS Highland plans to build

a new hospital in Broadford, south 
Skye, last week. 

The approval means the current Dr 
MacKinnon Memorial Hospital will
be replaced but services currently 
provided at Portree Community 
Hospital, further north on the island, 
will be removed. This will include
in-patient beds and out-of-hours care. 

The campaign group has lobbied for 
a rethink since the consultation stage 

last year and have asked as many peo-
ple as possible to attend the meeting 
at Skye Gathering Hall on March 12.

A spokeswoman for the group said: 
‘This is a scandal of enormous propor-
tions. It is one of the biggest issues for 
rural Scotland in over a century. On 
Skye 7,000 residents, plus numerous 
visitors, will be isolated from any 
emergency care. There is a huge body 
of evidence to show that lack of access

to services is one of the main factors
in rural depopulation and also affects 
whether tourists, especially elderly 
ones, visit an area.’

An NHS Highland spokesman said
Broadford was picked as the preferred 
location for the main hospital with 
‘overwhelming support’ during the 
consultation process and that services
including minor injury care will con-
tinue at Portree hospital.

THE HILLS around Appin will
soon be alive with the sights and 
sounds of a traditional Gaelic
festival.

The countdown is on to the 
newly formed Appin Fèis which
begins on Saturday, February 28.

And it is a wonderful opportu-
nity for both children and adults 
to try a wide range of musical
instruments including accordion,
chanter, clarsach, fiddle, guitar
and penny whistle. 

Music tech, Gaelic drama,
games and song as well as both
step and Highland dance will
also be available.

But don’t worry if you can’t 
decide which one to choose, 
as there will be five half-hour
sessions on the day, from 10am
until 1pm, giving both complete 
beginners and intermediates the
chance to have a go at different
activities.

Led by experienced tutors, 
the fèis will be held at Strath

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Another twist in homes saga
as commission drops appeal 

overturned a legal barrier 
preventing Donnie and Lizzie
MacGillivray decrofting part of  
the land they occupy in North
Ballachulish to build houses.

But on Monday, the commission 
released a statement confirming
the appeal had been withdrawn,
following a discussion at a board 
meeting last week. 

The long-running battle
began when the MacGillivrays’

application was rejected for 
being ‘incompetent’ because the
area was owned by more than 
one tenant and not all tenants 
had applied.

This was because of a rule 
introduced by the commission
in 2012 which prevents multi-
occupant crofters making 
applications without the
permission of their co-owners.

But Scottish ministers

overturned the decision in a
dramatic hearing in Edinburgh 
on December 18, agreeing that 
this legislation did not adhere to 
overall crofting law.

Appeals had to be submitted 
by January 15, less than a month
after the ruling was made, so a 
spokesman from the Crofting 
Commission said a ‘skeleton’ 
appeal was lodged until all 
members of the commission 

could meet to discuss the issue.
When they met last week, it

was decided they would accept 
the Land Court ruling which 
establishes that a single owner, 
as the landlord of their part of 
the croft, is entitled to submit a
regulatory decrofting application
to the commission.

The MacGillvrays’ decrofting 
application will now be reviewed
in light of the changes.

Crofting Commission 
Convener Susan Walker said: 
‘The ruling has implications on 
part croft owners in relation to 
the requirement to register the 
croft prior to submitting certain 
regulatory applications. 

‘The commission is working to 
align our policy to the ruling and
will begin to process applications 
relating to part crofts from single 
owners.’

of Appin primary and is open
to all ages in Appin and the 
wider community from Duror 
to Barcaldine – including 
Lismore and the Achaleven and 
Kilchrenan school areas.

After the first session, Appin
fèis will run on a monthly basis 
and instruments will be provided 
for all the classes. 

It is hoped that some may also
be available to hire between 
meetings.

The cost is £3 per child or £5 
per family of children and £5 for 
adults. 

Children under the age of eight 
must be accompanied by an
adult.

A warm welcome awaits at the
fèis, so come along and learn
something new or have fun 
improving your existing skills.

For more information and
enrolment forms contact Fiona 
on 07881 525754 or Vicky on 
01397 703132.

Grandmother 
strikes it lucky

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL: (from left) Willie Rennie, Charles
Kennedy and Kate Stephen, Lib Dem MSP candidate for Skye,

Lochaber and Badenoch, gather outside the new constituency
offi  ce in Fort William

he said: ‘I want to focus on the 
road situation in Lochaber. 
The Scottish government has
made countless promises about
upgrading the A82 over the
years, none of which have been
delivered.

‘Also, the Belford Hospital,
wonderful though it is, needs to
be replaced. We are in dire need
of a new, modern, hospital and
I’ll be campaigning for that.’

Mr Rennie said he hoped
people in the Highlands could
benefit from policies in the
Liberal Democrat manifesto,
including tax cuts and funding
for education.

Mr Kennedy, who has been an
MP in the Highlands for more
than 30 years, acknowledged he
faces tough competition follow-
ing the independence referen-
dum, but says he has never been
relaxed about his position.

He added: ‘I’ve never con-
sidered this a safe seat, I have
always campaigned and treated
it [the consistency] as if it’s a
marginal seat and my position is
the same as before.’

Doors opens on new 

Something for everyone at new Appin fèisff

DARWIN’S REST: members of Lochaber Geopark Association enjoy the new 
cafe in Roy Bridge

Shop evolves into new cafe

CASHING IN WITH CAKES: girls from Lochyside RC, in Fort William, 
enjoyed home baking as part of their fundraising day 

20_f08unicef02

FUN AND GAMES: pupils and
staff  at Elgol primary school,
Skye, raised £68 by dressing

up as fairytale characters and 
donating loose change

Primary pupils cash 
in for UNICEF

ON SONG: (from left) Jacqui MacPherson, secretary; Anne White, co-chairman; Claire MacPerson,
participant; Vicky MacLean, fèis development offi  cer; Fiona Hutchison, treasurer; Jocelyn Miller,

committee member and some of the children who will be coming along on the day 
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

W M Burns
Blaircochrane Farm, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Visit our new website
www.burnstractors.com 

All used tractors and plant wanted
from 1960 to 2014

Call Nigel Burns on 07766522751 for 
immediate inspection and payment

Grazing, summer 150 acres hill or 
grass required Ardrisaig area 25 

mile radius.   
Premium rent offered, paid in advance.  

Email:  lowedalkeithfarms@yahoo.co.uk or 
tel:  0131 220 0416
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Massey 
Ferguson 35

£2750 no VAT

Tel: 07598 712565

New tyres, cab, good 

hydraulics and oil pressure

Results
Aged Bull: 1stEoin Mhor 2nd of 
Miungairigh from Glengorm sold to
S Janz, Germany for 3,000 gns; 2nd
SeonaidhMor of Ardura from Mrs
Jon H Strickland sold to Braesgill Ltd,
Sutherland; 3rd Stiubhart Buidheof 
Gartchonzie from the Keys Family.

Senior Bull
Class 2: 1st and reserve senior cham-

pion Ewan Ruadh 3rd of Callachally 
sold to The Applecross Trust, Inver-
carron; 2nd Logan of Muingairigh
from AJ MacColl sold to Blairglogan
Highlanders, Clackmannan for 2,600
gns; 3rd Alexander 4th of Mottistone
from Mr Michael Poland sold to Alan
Kennedy, West Kilbride for 2,000 gns;
4th Philip 7th of Drimnin from Derek 
C Lewis.

Class 3: 1st overall and senior
champion and winner of Craig Sellar
Trophy: Sean 2nd of Killochries from
Killochries Fold sold to Giovanni Reg-
giani, Italy for 5,800 gns; 2ndAdhamh
1st of Achnacroish from Sydney and
Maureen O’Hara; 3rd Nero of Earn
from Mrs H Corrigall sold to A Gor-
don, Ayrshire for 1,600 gns

4th Marrival Monica Rhumach of 
Ardbhan from Mr and Mrs A A Mac-
Donald.

Two Year Old Bull
Class 4: 1st and Reserve Champion:

Donnchadh Mor of Ardura from
Ardura Estate sold to Mr E Halford,
Gateshead; 2nd Tearlach of Benmore
from Mrs Emma Paterson sold to JC
Whitehouse for 2,000 gns; 3rd Hector
of Cnoc Na Sith from Mr Iain Mackay 
sold to Mr P Jessat, Germany for 2,500

gns; 4th Callum 8th of Goldenberry 
from Mr A Kennedy sold to CP and MP 
Bruce for 1,800 gns.

Class 5: 1st Callum 9th of Golden-
berry from Mr Alan Kennedy sold to G 
and A Rockenschaub, Austria for 6800 
gns; 2nd Alexander 6th of Mottistone 
from Mr M Poland sold to Hendrik 
Hoof for 1,200 gns; 3rd Leumdair of 
Glengorm from Glengorm; 4th Fergus
Ruadh 4th of Knockendon from Ron-
ald and Frances Fergie sold to Mr H 
MacPhail, Isle of Mull for 2,000 gns.

Class 6: 1st Reserve Overall and 
two-year-old champion, winner of the
Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Trophy 
and W.Pearson Brown Memorial Tro-
phy for best two-year-old bull: Samvais 
of West Edmondsley – L & L Braines 
(Farmers) sold to Agrigest, Italy for 
5,000 gns; 2nd Logan 2nd of Miun-
gairigh from Mr A J MacColl sold to 
M Coghill for 1,600 gns; 3rdArchie of 
Barna from Morag Middleton sold to 
G Hutchings, Tregaron for 2,000 gns; 
4thReich of Rannoch from Mr Donald 
MacNaughton.

Yearling Bulls
Class 7: 1st Bratach Ruadh of 

Kilpatrick from Mr John M Mackay 
to S and E Haley, Co Durham for 700 
gns; 2nd Ceannard 16th of Cnoc from 
Sydney and Maureen O’Hara sold to 
M MacGregor Photography, Argyll for 
700 gns; 3rd Geasan Dubh of Shenaval-
lie from Mr D Buchanan.

Senior Heifers
Class 8: 1st Reserve Overall and 

senior heifer champion Gruagach 44th 
of Ormsary from Sir William Lithgow, 
Bt and Son (Ormsary) and sold to 
Agrigest, Italy for 2,800 gnsp; 2nd and 

Reserve Senior Champion Maighden
Mor 13th of Glengorm from Glengorm 
sold to C Finnie, Peterhead for 3,000 
gns; 3rd Rhibin Og of Killian from Mr 
Donald MacNaughton sold to J and J 
Singer, Laurencekirk for 1,800 gns; 4th 
Susan 15th of Ormsary from Sir Wil-
liam Lithgow, Bt and Son (Ormsary) 
sold to Agrigest, Italy for 1,600 gns.

Class 9: 1st Shirley of Pennygown 
from D J MacGillivray sold to C Drum-
goole, Northern Ireland for 1,800 gns; 
2nd Morag 5th of Pennygown from 
D J MacGillivray sold to Glenavon 
Estate, Ballindalloch for 1700 gns; 3rd 
Sonasag 10th of Pennygown from Mr D 
J MacGillivray sold to C Drumgoole, 
Northern Ireland for 1,600 gns; 4th An 
Ribhin Dubh of Inver from Mr J Lith-
gow from Agrigest, Italy for 1,800 gns.

Three Year Old Heifers 
Class 10: 1st Overall Champion, 

three year old champion and winner of 
D M Stewart Memorial Trophy: Hazel 
10th of Knockendon from Ronald 
and Frances Fergie sold to Jochen 
Born, Germany for 3,400 gns; 2nd 
and Reserve Champion from Ardura 
Estate sold to W Siebke, Germany for 
2,700 gns; 3rd Rhodda Dubh of West 
Edmondsley from L and L Braines, 
Farmers sold to D Acella, Italy for 
1,600 gns; 4thLucy 9th of Benmeanach 
from Mr D Buchanan sold to Agrigest, 
Italy for 1,000 gns.

Class 11: 1st Ban Righ 4th of Mot-
tistone from Mr M Poland sold to V 
Thomson, Aberdeenshire for 1,600 
gns; 2nd Jillian 5th of Earn from 
Mrs H Corrigall sold to Ellary Farms 
Ltd, Lochgilphead for 900 gns; 3rd 
Chorrach 11th of Cailaich from R and 

S Strachan sold to D Acella, Italy for
1,600 gns; 4th Mhairi 13th of Earn
from Mrs H Corrigall sold to Ellary 
Farms Ltd, Lochgilphead for 900 gns.

Two year old heifers
Class 12: 1st Erin Dubh of Ceanncro-

ic from Dunlossit (Farming) Ltd sold 
to D Acella, Italy for 1,600 gns; 2nd 
Cannach 6th of Goldenberry from Mr 
Alan Kennedy; 3rd Hannah Dubh of 
Ceannacroic from Dunlossit (Farm-
ing) Ltd sold to W Roddie, Stirling 
1,000 gns; 4th Eala Bhan of Dunach
from Lord Denham sold to Giovanni 
Reggiani, Italy for 1,400 gns.

Class 13: 1st and two-year-old 
champion Ebony of Allanfearn from 
Maureen MacArthur and John Ashton 
sold to M Alford, Devon for 3,000 gns; 
2nd Fern of Balemartine from Mark 
Armstrong sold to S Brown, Wiltshire 
for 3,200 gns; 3rd Fraoch 19th of Ash-
more from Ashmore and Strone Estate 
sold to G Easton, Forfar; 4th Iona of 
Balemartine from Mark Armstrong 
sold to D Acella, Italy for 1,600 gns.

Class 14: 1st and reserve champion 
Seonag 3rd of Bien Eskfrom Patricia 
Smith and Paul Burns sold to Arthur 
and Suzanne Hill, Shropshire for 1,900 
gns; 2nd Annag 1st of Edgerston from
Edgerston Trading (2006) Ltd sold to 
Arthur and Suzanne  Hill, Shropshire 
for 725 gns; 3rd Amayli of Allanfearn 
from Maureen MacArthur and John
Ashton sold to Staplegrove for 750
gns; 4th Lady Julie of Tordarroch from
Tordarroch Estates.

Yearling Heifers
Class 15: 1st and champion yearling 

heifer Proiseag Ruadh 1st of Balemar-
tine from Mark Armstrong sold to S

Brown, Wiltshire for 1,000 gns; 2nd 
Carol 2nd of Gray Brae from Douglas 
and Hilary Crane sold to S Brown, 
Wiltshire; 3rd Fiochag of Auchnacraig 
from Auchnacraig Estate sold to 
S Brown, Wiltshire for 500 gn; 4th 
Sonasag 8th of Ardoran from Angus 
E MacGillivray sold to Braesgill Ltd, 
Sutherland for 700 gns.

Class 16: 1st and reserve yearling 
Lily Ann of Mosscastle from Mr and 
Mrs A A MacDonald sold to KWW
Brown, Kinross for 1,800 gns; 2nd 
Eilidh Harris of Ardbhanfrom Mr 
and Mrs A A MacDonald sold to Mr
D Cameron, Doune for 1,000gns; 3rd 
Princess 2nd of West Edmondsley 
from L and L Braines, Farmers sold 
to G Lintelmann for 700 gns; 4th Lady 
White 5th of Gray Brae from Douglas 
and Hilary Crane sold to S Brown, 
Wiltshire for 750 gns.

Class 17: 1st Jipsy Gheal of Ardbhan
from Mr and Mrs A A MacDonald
sold to S and E Haley, Co. Durham 
for 1,000 gns; 2nd Dileas 4th of Glen-
kinglass from Mr R D Schuster sold 
to Braesgill, Sutherland for 1,000 gns; 
3rd Heather 3rd of Edgerston from 
Edgerston Trading (2006) Ltd sold to 
S Brown, Wiltshire for 1,100 gns; 4th 
Andrea 4th of Kynedor from C P and 
M P Bruce sold to A Letten, Yorkshire 
for 500 gns.

Sales Averages
Senior Bulls - five sold £3,780; Two 

year old bulls - 13 sold £2,913; Yearling 
Bull - three sold £630; Senior Females 
- 10 sold £2,121; Three year old females 
- 11 sold £1,743; Two year old females 
- 16 sold £1,482; Yearling heifers - 24 
sold £795.

UNITED Auctions held its annual 
early spring sale of all classes of 
cattle at Tiree Auction Mart on 
February 14 when 330 head were on 
offer.  

A good show of cattle in varying
ages was presented to a strong force
of mainland buyers and a buoyant 
trade throughout the day’s proceed-
ings was experienced.

Bullocks sold to average £972.84
per head and 255.41 pence per kilo
against £897.40 and 239 pence last 
year whilst heifers levelled out at
£760.52 per head or 234.59 pence
per kilo against £775.70 and 221.3 
pence last year. 

Bullocks sold to a top of £1,305 for 

pair of 496-kilo Charolais crosses
from Heylipol Farm whilst the same 
home led the heifer prices with a pen 
of four Charolais crosses weighing 
376 kilos at £1,205.  

The top price bullocks per kilo 
came from Heylipol Farm at 315 
pence for a pen of three Charolais
whilst again the same home led the 
prices per kilo for a pen four heifers 
at 312 pence. 

A feature of the sale was Heylipol’s 
annual consignment of 88 predomi-
nately Charolais cross bullocks and 
heifers, also some Limousin and 
Angus crosses which averaged 416 
kilos at £1,143.00 against 426 kilos 
and £1,083 for 86 last year.

THE 2015 Highland Cattle So-
ciety spring show will be one to
remember for Argyll breeders
after stock from the area were 
among the top prices.

The show and sale on Sunday 
and Monday attracted a lot of 
interest from all over the UK 
and Europe, with European 
buyers parting with the largest 
sums of money.

In a generally buoyant trade
at the 124th annual show 
and sale 27 animals headed
to three buyers in Italy, nine 
animals headed to Germany 
and Austria. 

Top priced animal was Cal-
lum 9th of Goldenberry from
Mr Alan Kennedy and sold to 
G & A Rockenschaub, Austria 
for 6,800 guineas.

The two-year-old bull class 
champion is sired by Callum of 
Cir Mhor and out of Cannach
16th of Achnacloich.

But two Argyll-based bulls 
drew bids of 6,000 guineas 
each: Hugh MacPhail, Cal-
lachay, Isle of Mull parted with
his senior bull Ewan Ruadh 
3rd of Callachally and The
Stricklands at Cladich, near 
Dalmally sold the five-year-old 
bull Seonaidh Mor of Ardura.

Cladich farm manager Stuart 
Campbell said he was delighted 
with the price. He said: ‘We had
high hopes for him but to sell 
him for 6,000 guineas, we are 
just over the moon.

‘We had high hopes for him 
after buying him as a two-year-
old in Oban from the Ardura 

Estate on Mull.
‘We had the champion heifer

calf in 2013 off him and she
went on to sell for 2,400 guin-
eas.’

Although they were ammong
the top prices, Argyll stock 
missed out on the top show
prizes.

The male championship was
won by the Killochries Fold
with Sean 2nd of Killochries.

The senior bull, which sold 
to Giovanni Reggiani, Italy 
for 5,800 guineas, was sired by 
Sean Ghart of Ormsary.

Champion female, from Ron-
ald and Frances Fergie, Dalry,
was Hazel 10th of Knockendon
and led out by Argyll stockman
Angus MacGillivray. She was
sold to the show judge, Jochen

Born, Wingeshausen, Germany 
for 3,400 gunieas. 

German Highland cattle
breeder Christopher Bange, 27, 
was in Oban at the weekend to
observe the show and sale.

Christopher, whose Sunder-
berg fold near Dortmund has
25 Highland cattle, said: ‘We
come every spring and autumn
to Oban out of interest and have 
been coming for five years.

‘If we need a new stock bull,
this is the place to come. We
always have a good time too
when we are in Oban.’

It was also a successful show
for Argyll’s young handlers.

Dougie MacDonald jnr,
Tyree, Benderloch, was award-
ed the young handler’s prize.

Runner-up was nine-year-old

Emily Armstrong from Bale-
martine, Tiree, who had earlier
led out the champion yearling 
heifer, Proiseag Ruadh 1st of 
Balemartine.

The young heifer, bred by 
Emily’s father, Mark, sold to
S Brown, Wiltshire for 1,000
guineas. Mark described his 
show result as ‘the best day’
since he started his fold in
2008.

Emily, who was showing cattle 
for the first time, was delighted
with her trophy and said she 
would be taking it in to Tiree 
primary school to show her
classmates.

She told The Oban Times: ‘I 
like Highland cattle because 
you can halter train them the
they are really calm.’

Tiree spring cattle sale sees 
mainland buyers out in force

THE FIFTIETH annual pre-
mier sale of Luing cattle took 
place at Wallets Marts in Castle
Douglas with strong demand 
from the beginning and all the
way through.

Several new breeders made
their presence felt at the ringside
of the Luing Cattle Society or-
ganised event, which was packed 
to capacity. 

At the pre-sale show on febru-
ary 6 the judging was in the ex-
perienced and capable hands of 
breed stalwart  Finlay McGowan
from Incheoch Farms, Alyth.

His pair of champion in-calf 
heifers came from Messrs
McNee, Benhar, which went on
to sell for 2,700 guineas each to
Messrs Davies, Corwen, Wales. 

Reserve champion heifers came 
from Steven Murray, Rockcliffe 
and sold for 2,600 guineas each 
to Messrs Jones, Llangollen.

Champion pair of bulling heif-
ers were from breed founders
Cadzow Bros, Luing and they 
sold for 1,900 guineas to Mr Gill, 
Stonethwaite, Keswick. 

Reserve champion bulling 
heifers were from Professor Pen-
ny, Harehead and made 1,800

guineas to Lanton Estates. 
Top price in the bulling heifer 

section was 2,100 guineas paid 
to Upper Chatto and bought by 
Messrs Burke, Peebles. 

Bulls met a very useful trade 
and had a 93 per cent clearance 
rate – far higher than any other
breed to date. 

Topping the bulls at 11,500 
guineas was Dirnanean Riley 
from Messrs Finlay McGowan, 
Dirnanean. 

It was purchased by Aberdeen-
shire breeders Phillip and Simon 
Simmers from Keith. 

Next top at 8,500 guineas was 
Finlarg Robroy from Robert and 
Hazel McNee. 

Robroy is off to a new home 
at Nowsley Park with Dave and 
Annabel Stanners. 

Another two bulls sold for 7500 
guineas firstly from Dirnanean 
selling to Alistair McArthur, 
Nunnerie and then again from 
Finlarg selling to Thomsons 
Walls Limited.  

Overall averages were: 32 in 
calf heifers average £2382.19 + 
£597.19; 107 bulling heifers aver-
age £1633.56 + £371.56;  25 bulls 
average £4826.90 + £1023.90.

Strong demand 
at 50th annual 
premier Luing sale

Tougher rules welcomed 
on supermarket dairy deals

MARKET REPORT

TOUGHER rules for super-
markets’ dealings with dairy 
farmers have been welcomed by 
Argyll and Bute’s MP after the 
issue was raised last week in the
House of Commons.

Alan Reid asked the govern-
ment to extend the groceries 
code to indirect suppliers, like 
dairy farmers and conduct a 
review sooner than next year.

Jo Swinson MP, parliamentary 
under-secretary of state for busi-
ness, innovation and skills, said: 
‘The groceries code adjudicator 
[Christine Tacon] is already 
proving to be a great success in 
her work with supermarket com-
panies, by encouraging them to
change their behaviour.

‘We have ensured that she has,
and will have, the power to fine 
as well as to launch investiga-
tions - the first, of course, was 
launched recently.

‘The question whether the 
remit should be extended needs
to be looked at, and I commit
the Government to doing that.’

Mr Reid said: ‘The situation

for dairy farmers right now is 
dire; the feedback I am getting 
from Kintyre and Bute is not 
good.

‘The adjudicator must have 
at her disposal the power to 
impose tough fines on super-
markets and to dig deep and 
investigate where needed. 

‘I’m pleased that Jo Swinson 
has committed the Government 
to looking at extending the 
adjudicator’s remit.’

The groceries code adjudicator 
is an independent adjudicator 
who oversees the relationship 
between supermarkets and their 
suppliers. 

The aim is to ensure that large 
supermarkets treat their direct 
suppliers lawfully and fairly.

Complaints can be investigat-
ed and disputes arbitrated.

The groceries code adjudica-
tor announced at the beginning 
of February that it would be 
investigating some of the prac-
tices associated with the profit 
over-statement announced by 
Tesco plc in September 2014.

CONDUCT: Alan Reid MP has asked for the groceries code to be
extended

Argyll stock tops cattle 
sale price list
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THE PRIZES at the annual 
stock judging competition run 
by the North Argyll Blackface 
Sheep Breeders Association 
were well spread around this 
year, with Messrs MacArthur 

taking the overall sheep 
prize.

The competition attracted 
160 exhibitors and was held 
last Friday at Dalmally auc-
tion mart.

Individual and North Eastern 
Trophy: 1 Jock Jackson; 2= Iain
MacArthur; 2= Archie MacGre-
gor.

Team: 1 Jim Fairlie, Stephan Z, 
David Murray; 2 Grant MacPher-
son, Alec MacPherson, John 
MacPherson; 3 Archie MacGregor, 
Jimmy MacGregor, John Murray.

Young Farmer’s Class and Suie 
Lodge Cup: 1 Laura Campbell; 2
Angus Campbell; 3  Robert Ham-
ilton.

Ladies and Youngs Animal
Health Shield: 1 Laura Campbell; 

2 Bron Alt; 3 Heather MacFall.
Under-14s: 1 Duncan

McLaughlin; 2  Ruaridh Camer-
on; 3 Lewis MacKenzie.

Tup hog homebred class and
Bill Black Shield: 1 Messrs
MacArthur, Arnicle;

2 Messrs Campbell, Drymsyn-
ie; 3 Messrs Jackson, Pole.

Open tup hog class: 1 Castles
Estate (Dan McLaughlin); 2
Messrs McVicar, Lephinchaple;
3 Messrs MacArthur, Arnicle. 

Winner of the draw was D.
Nicol.

Results

North Argyll Blackface 
stockjudging competitionPrinciple lots and prices:

Top prices per head:

Bullocks: AAx: £1,055(4) & £945(2)
– Heylipol Farm: £945(2) & £885 
– Hillcrest. BSHx: £825 – Middle-
ton Farm. BELT GAL: £785 – 8
Kilkenneth. BRBx: £970(2), £920 & 
£910(2) – Ruaig. CHARx: £1,305(2),
£1,275(14), £1,245(4), £1,235(6),
£1,225(6), £1,185, £1,175, £1,165(4)
and £1,085(3) – Heylipol Farm : £1,040 
and £1,010 – 1 Hough House. HERx: 
£1,135(2), £1,095(3) and £1,035 
– Clachan. LIMx: £1,265(2) and
£1,215(3) – Heylipol Farm: £1,200 –
Ruaig: £1,135 – 3 Kenovay: £1,105(3),
£1,095 and £1,035(4) – Heylipol Farm: 
£1,030 – Ruaig: £985 – Hillcrest and
3 Kenovay: £970(5) – Ruaig: £955 and
£945 – 3 Kenovay: £930 – 1 Hough 
House: £925(2) – 3 Kenovay: £910 –
Ruaig: £905 – Heylipol Farm: £900
– Parkhouse. LUING: £900 – 1 Hough 
House. SALx: £1105 – 6 Crossapol: 
£990 – 13 Moss: £965(2) and £895 – 
Drumaglea. SIMx: £1070 and £930(2) 
– Lochphuil: £900 – 1 Hough House.

Heifers: AAx: £815 – Hillcrest. 
BRBx: £900 – Ruaig. CHARx: 
£1,205(4), £1,055(9), £1,045(5),
£1,015(7) and £845(2) – Heylipol
Farm. LIMx: £905(2) – Druimasaidh: 
£880 – Ruaig. SALx: £1,105, £1,065
and £905 – Drumaglea. SIMx: £870
and £860 – Lochphuil.

In-calf cows: £915 – Heylipol Farm: 
£885 – Drumaglea.

Farrow Cows: £995 – Benview:
£985, £975 and £965 – Drumaglea :
£955 and £915 – Croish.

Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks: AAx: 257p – Hillcrest(2) 

and Heylipol Farm(4): 251p(2) – 
Heylipol Farm. BRBx: 306p – 15
Crossapol : 294p, 287p, 277p and 
276p(2) – Ruaig. BSHx: 236p(6) –
Middleton Farm. CHARx: 315p(3), 
299p(6), 297p(4), 290p(7), 285p,
284p, 283p(5), 275p(4), 267p(3),
266p(4), 263p(2) – Heylipol Farm.

HERx: 214p(3) – Clachan. LIMx: 
294p – 6 Barrapol and Ruaig: 287p 
– Hillcrest and Ruaig: 281p(4) –
Heylipol Farm: 280p – 1 Kilkenneth: 
279p(4), 276p and 275p – Ruaig: 274p

– Heylipol Farm: 267p(2) – Vaul:
263p – Parkhouse: 260p – Hillcrest:
256p(5) – Heylipol Farm: 256p – 6
Balevullin: 255p – 6 Barrapol: 254p –
Mainroad: 253p – 5 Balevullin(2) and
Heylipol Farm: 252p(3) – Heylipol
Farm: 251p – 3 Kenovay: 249p and
247p – Ruaig: 243p – 6 Balevullin:
242p – Ruaig. LUING: 237p – 1
Hough House. SALx: 261p – Ruaig :
255p, 244p & 240p(2) – 6 Crossapol.
SIMx: 272p – Mainroad: 266p(2),
264p(3) and 257p – Lochphuil.   

Heifers: AAx: 232p(5) – Hillcrest. 
BRBx: 252p – 15 Crossapol : 244p
& 243p – Ruaig. CHARx: 312p(3),
275p(9), 273p(4), 266p(7) & 257p(2) –
Heylipol Farm. LIMx: 266p – Ruaig:
257p(2) – Hillcrest: 252p – Vaul:
252p(3) – Hillcrest: 247p – Mainroad:
246p – Ruaig: 245p – Mainroad:
244p – Ruaig. SALx: 268p(5) – Dru-
maglea: 244p – Ruaig. SIMx: 249p,
246p, 244p(3) & 243p(2) – Lochphuil.

Cows: 160p, 158p and 150p – Dru-
maglea: 138p – Benview: 129p and
127p – Drumaglea: 125p and 124p 
– Croish: 124p – Drumaglea.

THE SCOTTISH Rural De-
velopment Programme (SRDP)
roadshow will be in Oban tomor-
row afternoon (Friday).

Farmers, crofters, woodland
owners, land managers and rep-
resentatives from rural commu-
nities are invited to attend one 
of 12 presentations around the
country to find out more about
the new SRDP.

Richard Lochhead, cabinet
secretary for rural affairs, food
and the environment, said:
‘Scotland’s rural development 
programme provides crucial
support for Scottish farming,
food production, rural commu-
nities and the environment and 
is worth more than £1.35 billion
over the next six years.

‘Although the SRDP is still
subject to final European ap-
proval, we have already begun
accepting applications for vari-
ous schemes so that the Scottish
government is ready to pay out at
the earliest opportunity once the

programme is approved.’
He added that Scottish gov-

ernment officials would be on
hand to answer any questions
about the schemes and initiatives
following the presentation.

The SRDP will cover 15
schemes or initiatives and con-
centrate on six land-based and
capital schemes.

A new online Rural Payments
and Services system has been
launched to help make it easier
to apply for funding.

It has been introduced in re-
sponse to changes to the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) and
replaces Rural Payments Online.

As well as the Oban meeting
at the Corran Halls from 2pm-
3.30pm, the roadshow will also 
be at Skye camanachd, Portree
on February 24, 7.30pm-9pm;
National Park Headquarters,
Loch Lomond, March 5,
7.30pm-9pm; and Dark Island
Hotel, Benbecula, March 12
7.30pm- 9pm.

A NEW presidential team and re-
freshed board of directors are at
the helm of the National Farmers
Union Scotland.

Following last week’s annual
general meeting, Fife farmer
Allan Bowie was elected presi-
dent, replacing Nigel Miller, and
is joined by Borders farmer Rob
Livesey and Andrew McCornick 
from Dumfries as vice-presi-
dents.

Following his election he said,
on the union’s blog page: ‘I am
very pleased to be elected into the
post of president.

‘It will be a huge task to follow
Nigel, but also a huge privilege.

‘I appreciate all the support
from the council and members in 
electing me, and, going forward
it is certainly going to remain 
challenging.’

As president, Mr Bowie can
serve for two years before being
up for re-election.

Under constitutional changes
agreed at the AGM newly 
appointed vice presidents can
initially serve a two-year term
before reverting back to being
re-elected annually.

Mr McCornick, as a new vice
president, will be due for re-elec-
tion at the union’s AGM in 2017. 

Mr Livesey, who has already 
served two years as vice presi-
dent, will be due for re-election at
the 2016 AGM.

Mr McCornick was previously 
chairman of Dumfries and 
Galloway region, where the role
has now been taken up by Gary 
Mitchell from Stranraer. 

Mr Mitchell, who held the
chairmanship of the union’s milk 
committee, has been replaced by 
Graeme Kilpatrick from Craigie
Mains, Kilmarnock.

The new regional board

chairman for East Central is
Roddy Kennedy from Aberfeldy,
replacing James Adam from
Dunfermline. 

He is joined on the board by 
his cousin, Martin Kennedy, also
from Aberfeldy, who steps up to
chair the union’s Less Favoured
Areas (LFA) committee, replac-
ing Lachlan Maclean from Mull.

The new chairman for Orkney 
and Shetland region is Paul Ross
from Sandwick, who follows on
from Brian Moss from Holm. 

There were two further changes
to the union’s committee lead-
ership. Linlithgow farmer Jamie 
Smart, who also operates the
union’s vehicles helpline, returns
for his second stint as chairman
of the union’s legal and technical
committee, following on from
John Smith of Campbeltown. 

The new combinable crops
committee chairman is Ian Sands
from Balbeggie near Perth with
Andrew Moir from Laurencekirk 
stepping down having served his
five-year term.

THE LAST trial of the Kintyre
sheepdog nursery trials saw John
Casey of Tayinloan’s winning
team clinch a spot at the Scottish
nursery finals in Ayrshire next
month.

Held at Clochiel Farm, Camp-
beltown, on February 7 the 
overall winner and team captain
was John Casey (pictured left)
with Ben.

Second was Mike McNally 
(centre) from Invergarry with
Jock, third was John Casey,
this time with Kyle and Sandra
MacCorquodale Colthart (right)
from Appin, with June, was
fourth.

These three will make up the
team to compete on March 7
at the South Ayrshire Nursery 
Trials.

Rural development programme 
roadshow rolls into Oban

Tayinloan shepherd clinches title in
Kintyre sheepdog nursery trials

CHALLENGE: NFUS new presi-
dent Allan Bowie

NFU Scotland
presents new
look team
following AGM

Dougie MacDonald, Tyree, Benderloch, won the young handler’s 
prize, to the delight of the locals in the crowd 16_t08highland07

Hugh MacPhail, Callachally, Isle of Mull with his senior bull Ewan 
Ruadh 3rd of Callachally, which sold for 6,000 guineas

Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Stockman and Highland Cattle Society fi eldsman Angus 
MacGillivray, left, does the rounds 16_t08highland01

Emily Armstrong and her father, Mark, from Balemartine, Tiree,
who had the champion yearling heifer 16_t08highland02

Female champion was Hazel 10th of Knockendon, which sold to the show judge, Jochen Born,
Wingeshausen, Germany for 3,400 gunieas 16_t08highland06

Male champion was Sean 2nd of Killochries Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Isle of Mull fold Glengorm was delighted when senior hefi er Maighdean Mor 13th of Glengorm, 
brought out by stockman Angus MacColl, sold for 3,000 guineas Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Cladich’s fi ve-year-old bull, Seonaidh Mor of Ardura, was led out by Stuart Campbell and sold for
6,000 guineas Photo: Kevin McGlynn
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Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 
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Supply and demand 
varied across UK in
January and 49 per cent 
more London surveyors 
saw prices fall in January 
2015 according to the
latest RICS UK Residential
Market Survey.

Scotland and Northern
Ireland’s housing market 
outperformed the rest of 
the UK in January, with 
more buyer enquiries,
stronger price growth
and higher confi dence in 
the outlook.

While nationally, the 
number of potential new 
buyer enquiries fell for 
the seventh consecutive
month, Scotland saw the 
greatest buyer interest 
with several respond-
ents suggesting the
new land and buildings
transaction tax (LBTT) 
will prompt more fi rst
time buyers to get on the 
property ladder.

Meanwhile, Northern 
Ireland’s housing market 
witnessed the strongest 
price momentum for the
fi fth consecutive month,
with 47 per cent more
respondents reporting 
increases in prices.

However, the national 
results, which are based 
on England and Wales 
only, continue to signal 
a cooling market and 
price growth has all but 
levelled off  with just 2 
per cent more surveyors 
expecting prices to
increase over the next
three months (its slowest 
pace since May 2013).

Within England, Lon-

don market conditions 
continue to deteriorate 
with prices, buyer en-
quiries and sales falling. 
The latest data shows 49
per cent more respond-
ents saw prices in the 
capital decline and the 
short-term confi dence 
outlook is negative, 
despite the longer terms 
sales outlook being more
upbeat.

In the lettings mar-
ket 19 per cent more 
respondents reported 
a further rise in tenant 
demand during the three 
months to January and 
while supply appears 
to be dipping once 
again, there is anecdotal 
evidence to suggest that
some new build rental
properties are coming 
to market and surveyors’ 
rental growth expecta-
tions now stand at 4.6 
per cent per annum over
the course of the next 
fi ve years.

Despite a month in 
which mortgage approv-
als fall to their one of 
their lowest levels, the 
number of agreed sales 
showed a slight increase
in January (up from 19.1 
to 19.7) and the 12 month 
member forecast is
more optimistic around
activity levels with 48 
per cent of surveyors still 
expecting sales to rise.

Our analysis
The changes to stamp

duty and pending
introduction of LBTT in 
Scotland are, to varying 
degrees, providing an in-

FOR SALE 
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PLOTS

The Lotts, Glenegedale, Isle of Islay, PA42 7DD

STUNNING LOCATION WITH DISTANT SEA VIEWS 
PLANNING CONSENT FOR

UP TO 3 RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS
ROADSIDE FRONTAGE WITH SERVICES

 IN CLOSE PROXIMITY
FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY 

Further details from the Sole Selling Agents or

lagganproperties@btinternet.comgg p p @
Tel:     01556 503889 CASTLE DOUGLAS Fax:    01556 504540
Email:       wrps@wallets-rps.co.uk Web:    www.wallets-rps.co.uk

Drainage

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage &
Groundworks

HOUSE TO LET
Torlundy Courtyard

2 Bedroom Town House, New 

Bathroom, Hall, Kitchen/

Dining and Living Room,

Unfurnished, new

electric heating, parking, 

£580pcm excludes 

Council Tax.

Telephone 01397 703015

Landlord Registration 22782/270/07550

Property Photography

Scotland and Northern Ireland outperform UK housing market

A NORTH Skye community is preparing to mark the
70th anniversary of a plane crash which killed nine 
American airmen, just months before the end of the
second world war. 

The fatal accident on March 3 1945 saw a B-17 Fly-
ing Fortress crash during fog at Beinn Edra, Staffin, 
on its way to a RAF base in Wales, after departing 
from America.

To commemorate the tragedy, when many local 
people tried to rescue the stricken crew, Staffin 
community council will hold a memorial event on 
Saturday March 7.

It is hoped the names of the American servicemen 
will be added to the Staffin War Memorial, provided
funding can be secured. 

The plane crew were part of the Allied Forces, like 
the Staffin men listed on the memorial, and the move 
is a mark of respect and a tribute to their wartime
efforts.

Kim Marti, an American relative of one of the men 
killed in the crash, has welcomed the plans.

She said: ‘I felt compelled to learn all I could about 
my great uncle Harold D Blue, who was the flight
engineer on that ill-fated plane. 

‘I have read articles published at the time of the 
accident and what resonated with me was how quick-
ly the people of Staffin rallied to try to assist in any 
rescue effort they could. 

‘Now, 70 years later, the Staffin community again is
showing compassion and respect for our US military 
men by remembering our fallen men.’

Dr Terence Christian, a Glasgow University ar-
chaeologist who has investigated the crash site, has
also agreed to deliver a talk after the ceremony and
will present new findings on the tragedy.

Commemorations will take place from 2pm at the
Staffin war memorial. 

Donations to the cost of engraving are welcomed
and anyone with items related to the crash which
could be borrowed for inclusion in an exhibiton is 
asked to contact Hugh Ross of Staffin Community 
Trust on 01470 562 464 or staffin.ldo@gmail.com.

REMEMBERED: Nine airmen killed in a crash could be commemorated on Staffi  n war memorial

ONE OF the world’s
most experienced divers
has been recognised with
a prestigious award.

Alf Leadbitter, diver
training authority at Fort
William’s Underwater
Centre, won the prize for
outstanding contribution
at the annual Subsea
UK awards last week in
Aberdeen’s exhibition
and conference centre.

Mr Leadbitter’s
successful career in the
diving industry, spanning

50 years as a supervisor, 
instructor and assessor, 
has seen him travel the
globe to share his exper-
tise. 

Now based in Loch-
aber, the Perth man has 
worked at the Underwa-
ter Centre for more than 
30 years, where he has 
led diver training for the 
last 10 years.

He said: ‘I feel 
absolutely honoured
and privileged to have
won this award, to be

acknowledged in such a 
way for doing a job that 
I enjoy so much is very 
special indeed.’

Steve Ham, general 
manager of the Un-
derwater Centre, said: 
‘Everyone at the centre
is absolutely delighted 
that Alf has received this 
industry recognition, it is 
very much deserved.

‘Alf has made a signifi-
cant contribution to com-
mercial diving across the
entire subsea industry.’

PRESTIGIOUS: Alf Leadbitter has been recognised for his outstanding contribu-
tion to diver training

HISTORIC Scotland has decided to set aside its ear-
lier decision not to make Mid Argyll’s Tinker’s Heart 
a scheduled monument.

Instead it has decided to look a fresh at the arrange-
ment of quartz stones set in a heart shape where, since
the 1700s, travellers married, christened babies and 
honoured their dead.

This time Historic Scotland will take into account an
equalities impact assessment.

But scheduling the stones at the crossroads of the old 
Hell’s Glen and Strachur roads overlooking Loch Fyne, 
would not change ownership, give rights of access or 
lead to restoration and protection, warned Fiona Hys-
lop, cabinet secretary for culture, Europe and external 
affairs, who was speaking at the public petitions com-
mittee on Tuesday.

‘Historic Scotland can do much but it cannot compel
local co-operation,’ she said.

Historic Scotland’s Barbara Cummins, director of 
heritage management, said there were around 300,000
recorded monuments in Scotland and only three per 
cent were scheduled. ‘Many monuments do not meet 
the criteria for scheduling but few have challenged us as 
much as this has,’ she said.

Scheduling reassessment will take around three to six 
months.

Historic heart 
scheduling to 
be re-assessed

The entrance to the Tinker’s Heart
monument.  

Diving trainer recognised for
outstanding contribution to
industry

TO LET

FOR SALE

centive to fi rst time buy-
ers, but there remain a
number of challenges to
market, such as ongoing 
aff ordability constraints,
lack of stock and an air of 
caution in the run-up to 

the general election.
Overall, while the RICS 

lead indicators suggest
the level of housebuild-
ing looks set to increase
over the course of 2015,
the volume of home 

starts will still fall consid-
erably short of the num-
ber of new households
being formed, let alone
making a dent in the his-
toric shortfall of housing
across all tenures.

Scotland and Northern Ireland’s housing market on the up
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Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

Telephone 01250 884306
 Mobile 07885 203020

All types of 4 x 4 vehicles
Landrovers, any 4x4, Toyotas, Nissan, 

considered. Also non-runner and accident
damaged, MOT failure, single or double cab.

Genuine people to deal with.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and
camper vans, all makes or models
considered.  Also touring caravans

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota,
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no

problem, MOT or not, instant decision,
same day payment. Also light

commercials, vans and pick-ups bought.

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS            

West Coast
MOTORING TIMES

£31
IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST 

WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE 
TUESDAY 3PM TO GET 

YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

Tel: 01631 568000

DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

NEW 
CAR
INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
 01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff,
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

WHEN fi rst announced, driverless car
technology was seen by many as science 
fi ction.

But now, with trials started on the 
so-called ‘robo-cars’ the technology
appears to have split opinion in the 
UK amongst industry experts and the
public.

The new technology for these vehicles
boasts that it is able to give complete
control to an on-board computer with 
the car guided by radar, laser sensors,
cameras and sat nav.

Several major car manufacturers are
already developing self-driving vehicles,
including Volvo, Nissan, Mercedes-Benz, 
Ford, Vauxhall, Volkswagen and Honda, 
and they have been joined by internet 
giant Google in advancing the technol-
ogy.

All models are expected to have a 
manual over-ride, allowing the driver to
take control if necessary.

Brake, the road safety charity, hailed 
the launch, on February 11, of three driv-
erless vehicle trials as an exciting step 
towards a safer, more sustainable future
for UK road travel, and a long-term goal 
of ending needless road deaths.

They will last from 18 to 36 months,
and will assess how driverless vehicles 
function in everyday life on public roads
and their scope for making road travel
safer and more sustainable. 

The trials will look at how the technol-
ogy can be used to improve public and 
private transport in busy and complex 
road environments.

Predicted benefits of the technolo-
gy include:

• cutting the 94 per cent of road 
deaths and injuries that involve 
human error;

• saving the six working weeks the 
average driver in England would 
otherwise spend driving

• providing better access to sustain-
able and low-cost transport for 

everyone, including the 14 per cent 
of men, 31 per cent of women and 
46 per cent of 17-30-year-olds who 
don’t hold a full driving licence.

Julie Townsend, deputy chief 
executive of Brake, said: ‘We believe
driverless technology could hold the 
key to ending the needless suffering
caused every day by road deaths and
serious injuries. 

‘We witness the aftermath of road
casualties, and the terrible and lasting 
impact on families and communities, 
through our support services for 
crash victims. 

‘We know from research that the vast
majority of these tragedies are caused 
by human error and risk-taking, so this 
technology could be a critical move
towards stopping them. Driverless ve-
hicles could transform the way we use 
roads, helping to ensure everyone can 
get around through safe, sustainable
and affordable means, and making 
our communities more pleasant and
sociable places.’

However, two-thirds of motorists are 
against government plans to allow 
the driverless vehicles on British roads 
according to a recent survey.

And nearly nine out of 10 road users 
have said all autonomous vehicles
should be installed with forward fac-
ing video incident cameras to show
if they were at fault in the event of a 
collision.

The survey of more than 1,000 
motorists by car incident camera firm

SmartWitness showed that 66.2 per
cent think that further checks are
needed before automated cars are
allowed on public highways.

The survey found that most motor-
ists were extremely skeptical about
buying into the new technology – 69
per cent of motorists said they would
not want to buy a driverless car and
42.6 per cent said that they would
refuse to go on a journey in a one.

SmartWitness managing director,
Simon Marsh, said: ‘Two-thirds of 
motorists said that the government
was premature in allowing driverless
cars on UK roads and that more tests
were needed to ensure the safety of 
the new technology.

‘Also there were concerns raised 
about liability and whether these
vehicles could be insured because
computer error could easily be called
into question on any incident involv-
ing a driverless car.’

According to the survey, nearly
80 per cent of motorists felt there
would be added complications to re-
solving insurance disputes involving
robo-cars, and that computer error
would always be suspected as the
cause of the crash, which would make
premiums considerably higher than
regular vehicles.

The driverless vehicle trials were 
launched in Greenwich by transport
minister Claire Perry and business
secretary Vince Cable, following the
publication of a department for trans-

port report setting out the pathway
for the widespread introduction of 
the technology.

The trials, being led by three con-
sortia and supported by government 
funding, are taking place in Green-
wich, Bristol, and a combined project 
split between Milton Keynes and 
Coventry. 

UK Transport minister Claire Perry 
said: ‘Driverless cars are the future.

‘I want Britain to be at the forefront 
of this exciting new development,
to embrace a technology that could 
transform our roads and open up a 
brand new route for global invest-
ment. 

‘These are still early days but today is
an important step. The trials present a
fantastic opportunity for this country 

to take a lead internationally in the
development of this new technology.’

Business secretary Vince Cable
added: ‘The UK is at the cutting edge
of automotive technology - from the 
all-electric cars built in Sunderland,
to the Formula 1 expertise in the
Midlands. It’s important for jobs,
growth and society that we keep at 
the forefront of innovation, that’s why 
I launched a competition to research
and develop driverless cars.

‘The projects will help to ensure we 
are world-leaders in this field and able
to benefit from what is expected to
be a £900 billion industry by 2025.’

SUBARU FORESTER 2.0 X 55REG

£2500

Tel: 01631 740243 / 07811 435269

Petrol

MOT to Dec 15

Good Condition

Towbar

Mazda 2  1.3 TS2 5dr

£3950

Tel: 07765656532  Oban

Reg  Sept 2010

Mileage 44,000

Service History

Petrol

MOT Sept 2015

Peugeot 206

£900 o.n.o.

Tel: 07897 339799

Petrol

MOT till 

April 2015

Corsa Sri, 1.4

£1100 o.n.o.

Tel: 07748 723983 / 01631 359187

MOT Nov, good wee 

car, re-advertised

due to time waters, 

mileage - 107, 000. 

Selling due to ill 

health.

Renault Megane i music

£4600

Tel: 01770 600280 (Arran)

100 VVT 5door

hatchback. 1.6 

engine. Low mileage 

excellent condition.

Honda Civic

£6995

Tel: 07775 665503

2.2CTDi, 2011, MOT 1 year,

58,000 miles, Full Service 

History, New Brakes, MP3 Player,

Bluetooth, Touch Screen Sat Nav,

Lady owner, Well cared for Civic

in immaculate condition.

BMW Mini

£1,500 o.n.o.

Call for details 07878 363854 or 01880 740558

2002, 1.6 petrol, 

77,000 miles, MOT 

Sept, dark metallic 

green.

2ND HAND STATIC CARAVANS

£750 - £1500.

Tel: 01880 770 224 or email: info@portban.com

2nd hand static

caravans for sale off  

site. £750 - £1500.

Contact Port Ban

Holiday Park

Fairline 23 Sports Cruiser

£7950

Tel: 07595 878776

Fairline 23 for sale at a 

bargain price. New Ford

145hp diesel professionally

fi tted 2004. New cooker/

sea toilet. See full details on

Ardoran Marine website.

‘Robo-cars’ turning science fi ction into science fact

2010 SEAT Altea 1.6TDI CR Ecomotive S.

£5250 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 553561

Black.

40k miles,

FSH, MOT.

2014 64 Reg. KIA VENGA 2 AUTO 1.6

£6500 o.n.o.

Tel: 07712440984

Mileage 2210  

Candy Red

Damaged repaired cat D

Used daily

May take part exchange

Can deliver

Volvo V70 SE 2.5 Turbo estate auto

£650 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770 302168 (Arran)

1998 115,500 miles. 

MOT to 30/11/15. 

Excellent runner but 

needs some T.L.C

hence £650.

Volvo V60 self-driving car at the 2014 New York International Auto Show

WANTED

DRIVETIMES

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + 
Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can
offer you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising 
and features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsibble le le forforfor cacacallilling newnew anananand ed ed exisxisxisx tintintini g cg lients to generate 
and maintain lastis nggg busbusbubu inenenen sss s relatiatiatiat onsooo hiphiphiphips,s,s,s, andandandan yyyoy u wwwu willillillill bebeeenefnefnefnefit from 
on-n-n-n-ono goigoigogo ngngg training, first cllllass support,tt jojojjob stability y andandand thhhhe oe oe oppoppoppop rtutt nitnitnity tty ty toooo
worororw k fffk fk for orororor a pa pa pa p frofrofofessessessionionional al ala comcomcompanpanpany tyyy hat beb lielievesve inn rererewarwarwardindinding sg sg succuccucccceessessessssess anaanandddd d
effeffeffortorort. A. AA fufuullll ll dridridridr vinvinvinvingggg lg icececencencence isis esesessensennntiatiatiattiatialll.

Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

REQUIRE

EXPERIENCED JOINER /
CHARGEHAND

ADMINISTRATION 
SKILLS ADVANTAGEOUS

WRITTEN APPLICATIONS OR C.V. TO
MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

REQUIRE

ACCOUNTS ADMINISTRATOR
FOR MATERNITY LEAVE COVER

MAY BECOME PERMANENT POSITION
FOR CANDIDATE WITH EXPERIENCE OF

PURCHASE LEDGER & ACCOUNTS SOFTWARE
WRITTEN APPLICATIONS OR C.V. TO

MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

TIME SERVED MECHANIC 
We are looking for a time served mechanic to 

work in our busy workshop.

If interested please contact garage on 01631 564463 
or send CV to munrosofoban@aol.com
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We are a specialist engineering company based in Oban and we 
currently have two part time permanent positions which may be
combined:  
Part Time Storeman – to input data entries into our Job Management
system; manage Inventory; place & monitor orders from established 
suppliers; provide general support to our Technicians. 
Our working culture will suit you if you are self-motivated and enjoy 
working as part of a small local team with varied skill-sets and a
shared determination to succeed.  Full training will be provided.  
In return we can offer appropriately qualified candidates a competitive
salary and our support for you to fully develop your potential. 
Please send a brief CV together with a short email explaining why 
you are interested in this opportunity to ian@aquatic.as
Interviews will be held shortly with a view to starting in mid February.

TEAM MANAGER
(PROJECTS)
OBAN LNG PLANT
£29,300 - £36,700
(DEPENDING ON SKILLS, EXPERIENCE AND COMPETENCE PLUS
SIGNIFICANT EXTRA STANDBY PAYMENTS)
Operating throughout Scotland and in the south and south-east of England,
SGN is the UK’s second largest gas distribution business. Our primary focus is to
maintain the safe, reliable and effi cient delivery of gas to customers in 5.8 millionfi
homes and businesses. We currently have opportunities for the post of Team Manager.

This is a key operational post within the Scottish Independent Undertaking team,
reporting to the SIU Project Manager.

Key responsibilities will include:
Co-ordinate and manage SIU project works, ensure adequate contract and
local resource is available and manage day to day aspects of on the ground
construction.
Liaise with external contractors and different parts of SGN.
Manage and control G17 aspects of construction works.
Plan and manage team workload to ensure that H.S.E. legislation, Standards
of Service, policies and procedures are complied with.
Prepare, plan and authorise operations in accordance with the Safe Control
of Operations procedures.
Be prepared to learn and be deemed competent in core SIU activities and as
a result.
Participate in a high frequency standby rota.

Qualifi cations, competencies, experience and other requirements:fi
Prefer degree level education in a relevant engineering subject, however
applications from exceptional candidates who are educated to HND/HNC level
with appropriate experience will be considered. You will also have sound
technical experience and a broad technical knowledge in your existing fi eld, alongfi
with knowledge of appropriate legislation, policy, procedures and relevant codes
of practice. You will have effective communication and sound decision making
skills, and will require to be fl exible, self-motivated and resourceful. A Companyfl
car will be provided making a valid driving licence essential.

To apply, please download an application form from our website, www.sgn.co.uk 
or request one from jobs@sgn.co.uk Completed forms should be emailed to
jobs@sgn.co.uk or returned by post to the address shown on the top of the
application form. All applications must quote reference number 14209EXT.

Applications must be received by close of business on Friday, 27 February 2015.

SGN is an equal opportunities employer

Painter Labourer / Apprentice,

Salary £21,620 to £23,816 Salary £11,034 to £20,016

Dependant on age and experience

Base Location: Mid Argyll

Having recently been awarded Argyll Community Housing Association’s painter 
work contract, Argyll Homes for All need to recruit  a qualifi ed, time served Painter 
to deliver a high quality painter work and building maintenance service to ACHA
tenants across the Argyll and Bute area.   Experience in the supervision and training
of other staff  would be an advantage.

We also require a Labourer / Apprentice to work with the Painter, assisting with
delivering painter work and building maintenance work.

This contract, which starts on 1st April 2015, will operate on annualised hours; 

A full driving licence is essential for the Painter post and desirable for the
Labourer / Apprentice post.  In addition, the successful candidates will be subject
to a basic Disclosure Scotland check.

Closing Date for both posts: 12 noon on Friday 6th March 2015

If you are unable to access the website contact the Recruitment Team:

Closing date: 6 March 2015.

To apply visit our website

Driver/Loader (Permanent)

£16,880 - £18,424 Islay Ref: DVR00357

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

A remote and diverse 
West Highland Coastal Estate is

seeking an individual to fulfil the role of:

Estate Handyman (Full Time)
The role requires a self-motivated dedicated
individual, able to work under their own initiative
in all weathers.

The individual will have experience of maintain-
ing and repairing a variety of buildings. In ad-
dition experience of micro hydro schemes and
bio mass boilers would be an advantage, as the
individual will also be part of a team responsible
for the maintenance of wood chipping equip-
ment and boilers, as well as the logistics and
supply of wood chips.

The role attracts an attractive remuneration
package which includes a house and use of an
estate vehicle.

Part time employment may be available for 
partners

Please contact Roanna Agate on 01631 567797
or by email roanna.agate@bellingram.co.uk for
a detailed job description and application form.

Bookkeeper / Finance Administrator

Lochgilphead. We are now looking for a Bookkeeper

ing fi nancial reporting functions within the business,

counts payable and receivable, bank reconciliations
and associated administration tasks. Essential skills

offi  ce along with excellent communication skills.

related qualifi cation.
Hours of work are fulltime; however we operate a
fl exible working pattern should this be necessary.
Landcatch off ers a competitive salary and benefi ts

If this sounds interesting and you would like to be part
of Landcatch’s growing business please apply with a

FARM 
WORKER 
WANTED

Campbeltown area
Full or part-time
Please apply to:
Box Number 123

Campbeltown Courier
Longrow South
Campbeltown

PA28 6AE

Quality Assistant 

Campbeltown Creamery, Witchburn 
Road, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6JU
email: recruitment@firstmilk.co.uk

Closing date: 06/03/2015



public notices

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Young Person’s Worker

(Argyll and Bute) (Part time)
21 hours per week £20,798 - £26,860 pro rata

We now have a fantastic opportunity in the North Regional Team covering a
geographical area across Argyll and Bute. This post is a key Advocacy position and
will work directly with looked after young people, carrying out an advocacy role
by listening to what they say in order to support them and speak out on behalf of 
them. The post holder will place young people at the heart of everything they do.

The right candidate will be educated to HNC/SVQ 3 level or equivalent, with
experience of working directly with young people. A commitment to children’s
rights and working in partnership with young people is essential for this post, as 
is the ability to work fl exibly and form positive relationships. A driving licence and
access to a car for work is also essential for this role.

For further information on the post and to apply, please visit our website 
www.whocaresscotland.org/vacancies

Closing date for applications: 23rd February 2015
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First Registration of 
a Croft

Mrs Jennifer M Hastings 
has registered their croft
14,15,16 Inverroy, Kil-
monivaig, on the Crofting 
Register held by the Regis-
ters of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 12 Novem-
ber, 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C827

Beaches & Marine Litter Project Officer
Part Time – up to 21 hours per week
Salary - £20,866 per annum pro-rata

Location – Lochgilphead/Oban
The post-holder will be the central point of contact for 
the new Beach Schools Programme in Argyll & Bute.
Must have an interest in environmental issues and the 
ability to work on own initiative.  A good general level of 
education and computer literacy required.  Experience 
of education activities and publicity is also desirable 
and priority will be given to candidates who have Level 
3 Forest Schools training.
Full driving licence and own car essential.
Application Form and Job Description can be 
downloaded from our website – grab.org.uk
For further information contact Julie Fairbrass 01631 
569174 or julie.fairbrass@grab.org.uk
Closing date – 27 February 2015

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Islay Crab Exports Ltd trading as Islay Crab 
Exports Ltd of  Glenegedale, Port Ellen, Isle 
of Islay, PA42 7AS is applying for a licence 
to use Glenegadale, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, 
PA42 7AS as an operating centre for 8 goods 
vehicles and 3 trailers. Owners or occupiers 
of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this
notice. A guide to making representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office.

North Argyll
Stroke 

Association

AGM
24th February 
2015 at 1.30pm
Dunmar Court
Soroba Road, 

Oban

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00336/PP Installation of hydro power scheme Land North of Ashgrove Kilchrenan
Argyll and Bute PA35 1HG

Sub Post Office
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02999/LIB Demolition of existing single storey lean-to
Extension forming garage and storage 
building and installation of new oil and
pot-ale tanks within new concrete bund, 
including access stairs to tanks.

Distillery House 41 Stafford Street 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5NH

Oban Area Office

15/00245/PP Erection of 8 flats (amended design relative to
planning permission reference 11/01534/PP)

Land North of Oban Congregational 
Church Tweeddale Street Oban 
Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

15/00292/LIB Partial demolition of shed Cullipool House Cullipool Isle 
of Luing Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4TX

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00158/PP Construction of 6 No new bonded 
warehouses, together with disgorging unit/
filling store and welfare facilities, formation 
of access road, hard standings, installation of 
septic tank and drainage infrastructure

Land North of Coultorsay 
Bruichladdich Isle of Islay Argyll 
and Bute PA49 7UN

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

15/00247/PP Erection of 10 dwellinghouses Land West of Bonded Stores 
Stanalane Moss Road Bowmore 
Isle of Islay Argyll

Bowmore Area Office
Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00177/PP Alterations and extensions to dwellinghouse 6 An-Creagan Place Port Charlotte 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
PA48 7UF

Sub Post Office Port
Charlotte

15/00353/PP Alterations and renovation of outbuilding 
ancillary to dwellinghouse

3 Main Street Port Charlotte Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7TX

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)

Notice is hereby given that Torrgorm Development Limited have submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect 

of Potential Development Area 6/23 as identified in the proposed Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan (February 2013). 

There is a requirement within this PDA for the provision of water based tourism/commercial development.

A copy of the Masterplan (Document Number 21141422 and dated 12th of February 2015) Reference 14/01282/MPLAN 

may be inspected Monday to Friday during normal opening hours at Planning and Regulatory Services, Municipal Buildings, 

Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW, Tobermory Area Office, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, PA75 6PX and by logging 

on the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications during the period of 28 days 

beginning with the date of this notice.

Any person who wishes to make representations to the council about the Masterplan should make them in writing to Planning 

and Regulatory Services, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW before 12th March 2015.

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN POST EXAMINATION MODIFICATIONS

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT PLANNING) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2008

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN INCORPORATING POST EXAMINATION MODIFICATIONS

Argyll and Bute Council intend to adopt the Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan incorporating Post Examination 

Modifications in the form as modified following receipt of the Report of Examination from Scottish Ministers.

The plan, together with the modifications, may be inspected free of charge at all public libraries within the Argyll and Bute

Council area or at the Planning and Regulatory Services offices at 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD, during normal 

opening hours from 20th February 2015

Copies can also be viewed on the planning authority’s website: http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be 
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) 
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

Marine Fish Farm - Atlantic Salmon - New site comprising 12 x 120m circumference circular cages 
in a 75m mooring matrix and a 200 Tonne capacity C-Cap feed barge, Site at Maclean’s Nose, Loch 
Sunart, Acharacle
In accordance with the provisions of Regulation 26(1)(b) of the above Regulations, The Highland 
Council hereby gives notice that it has GRANTED planning permission for the above development
(application ref: 14/02568/FUL) submitted by Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd in June 2014. Planning 
Permission was granted on 05 February 2015.
A copy of the decision notice and the report by the Head of Planning and Building Standards
can be viewed via the Council’s planning portal at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ by 
entering the reference number given above or by appointment during normal office hours at the 
Development & Infrastructure Service of The Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort
William PH33 6XY
J. Stuart Black, Director of Development & Infrastructure

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

15/00132/FUL Allt-Nan-Ros Hotel, Onich,
Fort William

Change of Use, Partial
Demolition and Alterations 
to form 4 Self Catering
Units and Separate 
Manager’s House

15/00190/FUL 6 Perth Place,
Upper Achintore,
Fort William

Change of use to
dwelling house

15/00282/FUL Land to South of
Ardnamurchan High School
Strontian

Erect 7no dwellings with
associated drainage and
bin storage

15/00338/PIP Land 30M South East of 
Robren, Glenfinnan

Erection of house 
(renewal of 11/04640/PIP)

15/00363/PIP Plot 2, Land 60M East of 
Matenderere, Ormsaigbeg
Kilchoan

Erect house (Renewal of 
11/00531/PIP)

15/00372/PIP Plot 1, Land 25M East of 
Matenderere, Ormsaigbeg,
Kilchoan

Erection of house (Renewal
of 11/00530/PIP)

15/00399/PIP Land 60M SW of East Park
Bunroy, Roy Bridge

Removal of 3 no holiday let 
units and provision of 3 no
dwelling house sites

15/00400/LBC Church, Fassifern Road
Fort William

Amendments to application
13/03366/LBC to include
blocking up of windows,
larger first floor cafe and
new glazed screen to
edge of balcony retaining
existing balcony structure

15/00448/FUL 9 Blaich, Fort William Amendment to planning
ref: 14/00773/FUL to
include new decking area
to front elevation

15/00458/FUL Land 120M SW of 2 
Bohenie, Roy Bridge

Formation of serviced site
for dwelling house

15/00461/FUL Land 80M SW of 2 Bohenie
Roy Bridge

Formation of serviced site
for dwelling house

15/00464/FUL Land SW of 2 Bohenie
Roy Bridge

Formation of serviced site
for dwelling house

Time period for comments is 14 days, 15/00400/LBC is 21 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING

APPLICATIONS 
Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number

Mrs I M Larg
1 Caoles, Tiree
0.04 ha – Site for a Boat 
Shed
4.86.53921

Mr D H Brown
4 Vaul, Tiree
0.15 ha – Site for a shed
and amenity ground
4.86.54497

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission
by any member of the croft-
ing community within the
locality of the land, within 
28 days of the date of this
newspaper.
Crofting Commission,
Great Glen House, Leach-
kin Road, Inverness IV3
8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED
Name, Croft, Extent/
Reason, Conditions, Case 
number
Mr E D MacDonald
Brolas Croft 4, Ardchattan 
& Muckairn
0.275 ha - Site for a dwell-
ing house
4.86.49173
Conditions: 1, 2, 3(b), 4

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area
within 5 years of the date 
of direction and notification
made to Commission with-
in 3 months of acquisition.
(2) To provide a site for a
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed develop-

ment completion
(4) That fence shall be 

maintained in good order 
and repair by each succes-
sive owner or occupier of 
the land.

Any person with an interest
in the application may
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Marine Fish Farm, Strondoir

Bay, Loch Fyne, Argyll
Notice is hereby given that The Scottish Salmon
Company has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of Marine 
Fish Farm, Strondoir Bay, Loch Fyne, Argyll :

 Cost             Banding £50k - £2 million 

 Location Latitude Longitude
Strondoir Bay, Loch Fyne Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Cage Grid 55° 57.77’ N 05° 26.30’ W
  55° 57.79’ N 05° 26.17’ W
 55° 57.61’ N 05° 26.09’ W
 55° 57.59’ N 05° 26.22’ W
 Mooring Area 55° 57.83’ N 05° 26.48’ W
 55° 57.89’ N 05° 26.06’ W
 55° 57.53’ N 05° 25.90’ W
 55° 57.47’ N 05° 26.32’ W
 Feed Barge 55° 57.58’ N 05° 26.14’ W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at The Post Office, 46 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8NE.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or en-
vironmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aber-
deen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of 
this notice or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference: 

05451
The Scottish Salmon Company

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Marine Fish Farm, Meall Mhor,

Loch Fyne, Argyll
Notice is hereby given that The Scottish Salmon
Company has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of Marine 
Fish Farm, Meall Mhor, Loch Fyne, Argyll :

 Cost Banding £50k - £2 million

 Location Latitude Longitude
 Meall Mhor, Loch Fyne Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Cage Grid 55° 54.95’ N 05° 25.17’ W
 55° 54.97’ N 05° 25.05’ W
 55° 54.78’ N 05° 24.94’ W
 55° 54.76’ N 05° 25.06’ W
 Mooring Area 55° 55.02’ N 05° 25.35’ W
 55° 55.09’ N 05° 24.94’ W
 55° 54.72’ N 05° 24.73’ W
 55° 54.64’ N 05° 25.17’ W
 Feed Barge 55° 54.76’ N 05° 25.00’ W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be
inspected at The Post Office, 46 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8NE.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or en-
vironmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland,
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aber-
deen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of 
this notice or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting reference: 

05452
The Scottish Salmon Company

MCFADYENS
TRANSPORT LTD

HAVE THE FOLLOWING 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

STORE PERSON
TO ASSIST IN A BUSY

WORKSHOP ENVIRONMENT.
SALARY 21K SUBJECT TO EXPERIENCE.

STEERSMAN/ESCORT VEHICLE DRIVER
MUST HAVE GOOD H&S AWARENESS AND

BE AVAILABLE TO WORK AWAY FROM HOME.
SALARY NEGOTIABLE 

SUBJECT TO EXPERIENCE.

Please telephone 01586 551111 
Or email CV to charles@mcfadyens.net

Glebe Street, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6JJ
Cover it all.

One call.

Cover It All is an amalgamation of CN Media Group, DC Thomson, Dumfriesshire Newspapers, E&R Inglis, Johnston Press, Orkney Media 
Group, Romanes Media Group, Scottish Provincial Press, Trinity Mirror Regionals, Wigtown Free Press and Wyvex Media, reaching over
1.6 million readers*. This package can only be purchased through Mediaforce. *Source: GB TGI 2013 Q4, Jicreg October 2013

0131 555 7407
local-scotland@mediaforce.cco.uk

Your advert.

Every Scottish weekly.

A bigger Scottish 
audience than 
Britain’s Got Talent*.



£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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like us on facebook       www.facebook.com/obantimes

OBAN BLINDS

WHISKY TRADING

BLINDS

CHIMNEY SERVICESCOUNSELLING

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship problem?

WE CAN HELP
Appointments are available in 

OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, ROTHESAY & HELENSBURGH

Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org

SCO23995

TILING SPECIALIST

WEST COAST WALL & 
FLOOR TILING SPECIALIST
OVER 38 YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY/TRADE
Commercial and domestic contracting
Kitchen/bathrooms
Terracotta & porcelain

Full bathroom renovations
email: tilerdave66@gmail.com
Tel: 01631 571147 Mob: 07879812603

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

£280 
Telephone 01700 831652

WORKING 
COLLIE PUP

Re-advertised due to let
down. Male pup from good 

line of easily-handled,
hard-working trials/farm

dogs. Out of John Baker's 
Molly. Vaccinated, chipped, 

wormed. 12wks old. ²

AUTOBODY REPAIRS

SCAFFOLDING

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD 
QUALITY S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY

LEADING MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

£300 EACH
Telephone 07825 470966

ELECTRIC 
BIKES

2 Claud Butler Glide Electric
Bikes, good condition.

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

1950'S BABY COAT white
corduroy lined age 3 - 5
months fair condition,  £4 
Telephone 01546 602546.
1950'S BRIDESMAID 
DRESS off white lined 
separate waist tie made by
Vennings age 4-5 very good 
condition,  £9 Telephone 
01546 602546.
1950'S BRIDESMAIDS 
DRESS turquoise sateen
lined covered buttons sepa-
rate petticoat white with pink 
multi layered net both hand-
made. Excellent condition,
£15 Telephone 01546 602546.
1950'S CHILDS COAT navy
blue, grey lining, double
breasted, pearl buttons, age
3, tailor made in London, 
fair condition,  £7 Telephone
01546 602546.
1950'S CHILDS RAINCOAT 
pale blue waterproof cream 
wool lining double breasted 
wooden toggles hood Ka-
mella made in England age 3, 
fair condition,  £7 Telephone
01546 602546.
COWGIRL HAT 1963 St Mi-
chael green felt, red and white 
trim child's dress up hat, worn
once, excellent condition,  £5 
Telephone 01546 602546.
CRIB Lloyd loom type baby
crib, detachable legs, white 
with drapes, 85x23cm, good 
condition, 1950's collection 
only,  £30 Telephone 01546
602546.

BABY EQUIPMENT
2 BRITAX CHILD CAR 
SEATS both 15 to 36kg. Have
seen plenty of action but in
full working order. Good for 
second car,  £10 each ono
Telephone 07984 034286.
COT BED Mothercare cot 
bed with mattress. Hardly 
used, vgc,  £99 Telephone 
07765 258855.
JANE SLALOM 3 wheeler 
pushchair, black & cream,

including footmuff and 
raincover.  Excellent all 
round condition,  £60 ovno 
Telephone 01546 600434 or 
07796 274075.

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY
2 FIRESTONE CLAY 
TROUGHS ideal garden,  £25 
each Telephone 07810 452071.
BRAND NEW IN BOX 
WOOD FLOORING Acacia
wood Flooring. Brand new in 
box each box contains 2.066
SM.,  £65 Telephone 07828 
730964.
SECOND HAND CORRU-
GATED IRON sheets,  £2 
each Telephone 07810 452071.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR CYCLE RACK rear 
mounting car cycle rack,  £25 
Telephone 07765 258855.
CAR ROOF BOX Halfords 
car roof box 420 litre,  £30
Telephone 07765 258855.
ROOF BARS car roof bars 
for Citroen C5,  £5 Telephone 
07765 258855.
THULE TOP BOX 150cm
long x 70 wide x 30 deep,
small crack in  base but fully 
functional,  £20 Telephone 
07984 034286.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND
ACCESSORIES

BUNDLE OF GIRLS
CLOTHES AGE 5 mainly
summer items, leggings, tops,
shorts, cardigans etc all in ex
condition 40+items (Oban),
£10 Telephone 07951 025003.
IVORY LADYBIRD 
OCCASIONS DRESS from
Littlewoods paid £39,  brand 

girls dress. Ideal for wedding,
christening or party. (Oban),
£30 Telephone 07926 350820.
MENS BLACK SERGIO
TACCHINI  Boots size 7, ex
condition. only worn once,  
£10 Telephone 07951 025003.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

CANON INK CARTRIDGES 
for Canon MP810 printer,
PG1-5bk, CL1-8bk, CL1-8m
and CL1-8C.  Plus 5 similar 
part used cartridges,  £10 the
lot Telephone 01631 564452
Oban.
DESKTOP COMPUTER 
Dell Dimension E520, key-
board, mouse and speakers, 
Windows XP.  Intel dual core
processor, 1Mb memory, 320
GB hard Drive.  Can be seen
working,  £30 or free to Char-
ity Telephone 01631 564452
Oban.

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
2 TABLE TRAYS for keeping
food warm,  £6 for both Tele-
phone 01631 565241.
BEKO TUMBLE DRYER 
with hose, good working
order, as new, 7kg,  £90 Tele-
phone 07807 467054².
SINGER MAGIC STEAM
PRESS Model CSP1, ironing 
press, excellent working
order,  £50 Telephone 01631
720297.

 DOMESTIC PETS
1 MALE CAIRN TERRIER 
9 weeks old, KC registered,
wormed to date.  Insured 

for a month, 1st vaccination.  
Contact Karen.  Telephone 
01586 550360.

 FIREARMS
STALKING RIFLE 243 
PARKER-HALE 4 x 40 Gold 
Crown scope, carrying slip, 
FAC required,  £200 Tele-
phone 01567 820242.

 FURNITURE
BROWN LEATHER 3 seater 
sofa and two chairs, in good 
condition,  £200 Telephone 
01631 566597.
DARK BROWN LEATHER 
Riser to Recline electric chair,  
£85ono Telephone 07771 
681516.
DARK BROWN LEATHER 
Chair,  £45 ono Telephone 
07771 681516.
DARK BROWN LEATHER 2 
seater sofa,  £85ono Telephone 
07771 681516.
DARK PINE FRAMED 
double bed spotless,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 564848 

DARK WOOD DINING 
TABLE approx 4 x 2 ½ft with 
four dining chairs,  £24 Tele-

Hours.
DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
with luxury reversible foam/
orthopaedic mattress and 2 
drawers.  Brand new, genuine 
reason for sale.  Can deliver.  
Cost £699 will accept,  £200 
Telephone 07918 697543.
DOUBLE DRAWER DIVAN 
in good clean condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 

DOUBLE MATTRESS one 
double mattress and base with 
4 drawers vgc,  £60 Telephone 
01631 570607.
MODERN 4'3 X 3' desk table,  
£9 Telephone 01631 564848 

PINE NARROW 6FT HIGH 
shelving unit with shelved 
cupboard below,  £20 Tele-

Hours.

ROUND DINING TABLE
round extendable teak 
MacIntosh dining table,  £60
Telephone 07765 258855.
SLUMBERLAND SINGLE 
BED spotless,  £30 Telephone 

SOFA AND ARMCHAIRS
two seater sofa and 2 arm-
chairs, dark green leather with
wood trim, good condition,  
£95 Telephone 01631 570988.
SOLID PINE DINING
CHAIRS good, strong chairs, 
suitable for dining room or 
kitchen. 6 available, can sell
separately,  £10 each Tele-
phone 01631 710680.
SOLID PINE GATELEG 
TABLE very good condition, 
sturdy table about 5' by 3', 
with 2 gatelegs so folds down 
to about 3' by 18",  £40 Tele-
phone 01631 710680.
SOLID PINE LONG DRESS-
ER 86 inch solid heavy 
pine dresser, 6 drawers and 
a cupboard with 2 smaller 
drawers.  Lovely heavy furni-
ture Broyhill,  £99 Telephone 
07828 730964.
STAG SIDE TABLE with 
3 drawers,  £20 Telephone

SUBSTANTIAL WOODEN
FRAMED lounge suite of 3 
seat settee and 2 chairs.  Green

condition,  £49.99 Telephone 

TALL BOOKCASE on light 
wood,  £20 Telephone 01631

THREE SEAT green leather 
settee,  £19 Telephone 01631 

TWO LARGE dark red 3 seat 
settees,  £30 Telephone 01631 

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE/SUR-
ROUND JRG coal effect 3

high mantle surround,  £80 
Telephone 07765 258855.

STORAGE HEATERS good 
condition, various sizes,  £40
Telephone 01631 710862.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
FABRIC 100% cotton screen
print, blue yellow brown
black abstract design, new,
200x400cm,  £4 Telephone
01546 602546.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.
Telephone 01586 554975.
SEWING CRAFT ITEMS 
bag of various items including
fabric,  £5 Telephone 01546
602546.
TABLE SEWING MA-
CHINE integrated teak table 
Singer sewing machine,  £70
Telephone 07765 258855.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
PIONEER MUSIC CENTRE
with two wooden Sony speak-
ers,  £10 Telephone 07778
836445.
SONY VHS HI FI stereo 
cassette recorder, Free  Tele-
phone 01631 565241.
TV AERIAL LOG wide band, 
£10 Telephone 01631 565241.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
MELAMINE PLATES made 
and bought in Kenya recycled 
plastic, 6 peach white mottled 
effect unique 23cm diameter,
caravan, camping, children,
£5 Telephone 01546 602546.
SHOWER CURTAIN towel-
ling white excellent quality
made in USA, silver eyelets,
new, 180cm wide x 360cm
drop,  £9 Telephone 01546
602546.
VOILE FABRIC burgun-
dy 115x960cm, purple 
115x800cm, dark blue
115x780cm, pink 115x200,
green 115x360cm, made and 
bought in Tanzania,  £30
Telephone 01546 602546.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

PYREX 3.6L ROUND PAN
(NEW) brand new cast iron
red. great for slow cooking.
Can be used on the hob or in
the oven (Oban),  £25 Tele-
phone 07951 025003.
TWYFORD MATCHING
SINK brand new unused 
modern Twyford Sink,  £60
Telephone 07828 730964.
TWYFORD TOILET brand 
new unused Twyford toilet,
£60 Telephone 07828 730964.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

2 HARD BODIED SUIT-
CASES green, in good 
condition,  £8 each Telephone
01631 565241.
CASES two large Carlton
suitcases. Hard bodied with
wheels, good condition,  £8
each Telephone 01631 565241.

 LIVESTOCK

PULLETS Skye pure pullets
black or brown.  Telephone
01470 572213.

REGISTERED BORDER 
COLLIE dog pup, brown/
white.  Telephone 07825 
038955.

  MARINE
OUTBOARD ENGINE 
Suzuki DF 2.5 four stroke 
outboard,  £350 Telephone 
07849 871196.
YANMAR GM20 18hp ma-
rine diesel engine complete 
with mountings, couplings,
control panel and wiring.  In
good running order,  £850
Telephone 01972 500700 
Ardnamurchan area.

 MISCELLANEOUS

CLEAR OUT SALE

Old Police Station Yard,
Castlehill, Campbeltown.
This Saturday, 21st Feb-
ruary, from 10am until 
1pm. Delivery possible.
Telephone 07785 542811.

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

MOTORCYCLE HELMET 
XL open face with scratch-
proof visor.  Boxed and 
unused,  £10  Telephone 01631 
720297.
MOTORCYCLE HELMET 
Spada sting dual sport helmet 
in matt black size 61-62 xl
very good condition worn
twice. Visored helmet with 
moto cross peak,  £40 Tele-
phone 07788 715877.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

2 SKI BAGS good condition,  
£8 each Telephone 01631
565241.
ORVIS FISHING BOOTS
size 8 used but in fair con-
dition,  £8 Telephone 01631 
565241².

SKI BAG atomic ski bag as 
new never been used. Good 
buy,  £10 Telephone 01631 
565241².

 PET ACCESSORIES
MESH DOG GUARD never 
used,  £8 Telephone 01631
565241.

 TOYS AND GAMES
3 IN 1 ADVENTURE TENTS
2 tents brand new still in orig-
inal bag, only the tunnel used 
but in ex condition. (Oban),  
£10 Telephone 07951 025003.
KIDS FROSTY DRINKS
MAKER comes in original
box and 2 of 3 cups still 
sealed. Really easy to use, re-
ally cheap to make the drink, 
just ice & diluting juice,  £10
Telephone 07951 025003.
THUNDERBIRD 2 TOY 
40cm long. Good to play but 
none of the electric noises
work ... a true blessing!  £10
Telephone 07984 034286.

 TRAILERS
TOWBAR WIRING KIT
Maypole MP380 with audible
sensor relay prewired 12N+
12S. Packed unopened,  £14
Telephone 01631 720369.

 WANTED
OUTBOARD 10HP 2 stroke.  
Telephone 07849 871196.
COCKLES WANTED PDK 

regular supplies of cockles.

com. Telephone 01631 570021.
DRUMMER LOOKING to 
form Rock Band with guitar-
ists, singer, keyboard players 
in Mid Argyll area. Looking
for like minded Bandits.
Telephone 07788 408362.
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CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always
gratefully accepted
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Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs,
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001

wyvexmedia.co.uk

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn,
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

OBAN
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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CHARITY DONATIONS

GRADUATION

Kathrine MacNeil graduated on November 26, 2014, 
in a B.N Adult Nursing. Daughter of Dougie and Julie

MacNeil, grandaughter of Moira and late Dougie 
MacNeil. Former pupil of St Columba's primary 

school and Oban High school.

DEATHS
DEAN - William Read
passed away peacefully on
Thursday, February 12, 2015,
treasured husband of Judith,
beloved father of Susan and 
Jonathan, he will be so much 
missed by family and friends.
ELLERINGTON - Peacefully 
but suddenly at Southern 
General Hospital, Glasgow 
on February 14, 2015 in his 
87th year, Ron Ellerington
beloved husband of Joan, 
dear father of Margaret, 
Duncan and Jonathan and
a much loved grandfather.
Sadly missed.
MACCOLL - (River Lochy).
Peacefully at home on
February 10, 2015, Hugh 
aged 85, dear husband of 
Florence, father of Alison 
and Ewan and grandad to 
Victoria and Alexander. 
Funeral service will be held at 
11am on Monday, February 
23 in Kilmonivaig Church, 
Spean Bridge and interment
at Blarour Cemetery.
MACGILLIVRAY - Violet 
Muir (née Cameron) of 
Barcaldine Home Farm, died 
peacefully at Stalker Croft on
February 17, 2015 in her 95th 
year. Dearly loved wife of the 
late Donald MacGillivray.
Much loved mother of Ewen
and Mary. Treasured mother-
in-law, granny and great-
grandmother and loved sister 
of Nancy and the late Donald
and Isobel. Funeral to take
place on Monday February 
23, 2015 at Achnaba Church,
Archattan at 1.00pm. Family 
flowers only please.
MACLELLAN - Muriel.
Passed away peacefully at
home on Monday February 
16, 2015. Sadly missed 
by daughters Catherine,
Margaret & family. Funeral 
being held at St Mary's RC 
Church on Saturday February 
21, 2015 at 11am.
ROBERTSON - Peacefully 
at home on February 11, 
2015 in his 83rd year, Robert
Robertson (Sugar), beloved
husband of Margaret, much
loved dad to Anne, loving
papa to Robert and a dear 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle.  Sorely missed.
WOOD - Sheila. Peacefully 
on February 15, 2015 at 
Canniesburn Nursing  Home, 
Bearsden, but formerly of 
Kentallen, Argyll. Sheila
(née Andrews), aged 81 
years, beloved wife of the
late William Wood. Funeral
service at Clydebank 
Crematorium, North 
Dalnottar on Monday, 
February 23, at 11.30am.
WHITEOAK - David –K
South Gosforth. After a
long battle with cancer on
Saturday, February 7, 2015
aged 59 years. Son of Ailsa 
and the late Geoff, beloved 
husband of Diane, father 
of James and stepfather
of John, Chris and Peter, 
grandfather of Phoebe, Kent,
Daniel, John and Oliver
and brother of John. Would
family and friends please
meet for funeral service at 
Jesmond United Reformed
Church, Newcastle Upon
Tyne on Saturday February 
21 at 11.00am prior to 
interment at Jesmond Old 
Cemetery, Newcastle Upon
Tyne at 12.15pm. Any flowers 
to Co-operative Funeralcare
Benwell, Newcastle Upon
Tyne (0191 2731311). A 
celebration of David’s life 
will be held at the Gosforth 
Park Marriott Hotel. All
welcome.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BUCHANAN - Michael and
family would like to thank 
all relatives and friends for
all the kindness and support
shown to us by way of 
flowers, cards, calls and visits
following the sad and sudden
loss of Anne. Special thanks 
to Rev. Dugald Cameron 
for a lovely service and Ian 
MacInnes of D & A Munn
for his personal service.
Thanks also all to ambulance
and staff at Lorn & Islands 
Hospital and the Rowantree
Hotel.
CHILDS - Bernard George, 
much loved husband, father
and grandad, passed away 
peacefully at home on
February 7, 2015. The family 
would like to convey their 
heartfelt thanks for all the
kind expressions of sympathy 
and messages of condolence
since the loss of Bernard. The 
kindness, compassion and
generosity of those who were
involved in Bernard’s care
will never be forgotten.
Special thanks to Hilary, 
Gaynor, the district nurses,
Marie Curie, Bridget and
the Oban Hospice, the
Oban Carers’ Centre, Oban 
Dementia Centre and 
Hamish Hoey and Sons. 
Sincere thanks to Carol and 
Elizabeth for making the
funeral service so personal 
and special. It was lovely to 
see so many of Bernard’s
friends there. Grateful thanks 
to all those who have made 
donations to Macmillan
Cancer Support. 

KENNEDY - Fiona would 
like to thank all friends
following the sad and
tragic loss of Angus after
his short illness. Many 
thanks for all bouquets and
cards, gratefully received.
Special thanks to Catherine,
Barninni (France), Esther
and John Allan MacRae and 
Corinne and Doug Galletly 
for all their help and support.
To Coll Medical Practice,
Dr Felicity Brand. Special
thanks to Gillian Bradford
for my floral tribute. To John
Fraser for assistance with
arrangements. Project Trust
and Ross Evans for Order of 
Service. Rev James Beaton
for spiritual support and
comfort. To the many who
travelled from all parts of the
UK and lastly the Scottish 
Air Ambulance Service for
helping Angus to spend
his last days at his beloved
home Cloiche, Isle of Coll. A 
retiral collection raised over
£1500 for the Scottish Air 
Ambulance Service.
LOWE - The family of 
the late Mr Robert Lowe,
Kentallen, would like to 
thank all those who attended
his funeral service and those
who kindly gave donations in 
his memory. They would also
like to say thank you for all 
the comfort and support they 
have received from everyone.
MACCONNACHER -R
Alexander, Jill and Sander
Jnr. would like to thank 
sincerely all our relatives,
friends and acquaintances
for their great kindness and
support following the sad loss
of our dearly loved wife and
mum on Tuesday, January 
27. We would like to thank all 
who sent flowers, cards, Mass
cards and other tokens of 
sympathy and affection and
for the very large attendance 
at May’s Requiem Mass at 
St. Mun’s, Ballachulish on
Tuesday, February 3, which 
was concelebrated by Fr
Andrew Barrett (St. Mun’s)
and Canon Iain MacMaster
and for church music by 
Jimmy Forsyth (organ) 
and Michelle MacPhee
(flute) and to Piper John
MacCallum.    Special thanks
to Fr Andrew for his many 
and frequent comforting 
home visits. We also express 
our gratitude to Dr. Calder,
her colleagues, nurses and
carers for their constant care
and attention to May while
she was confined at home and
to Scott of John McLellan
(Funeral Directors) and to
The Holly Tree Hotel for 
hospitality.
MACPHAIL - The family 
of the late Bunty MacPhail
would like to thank everyone 
who cared for her and made 
it possible for her to end her
days peacefully in her beloved
Mull. To all at Salen Surgery,
Mull and Iona Community 
Hospital and her caring team
who supported her at home
and in Bowman Court we are
extremely grateful. Thanks 
to the Rev. Johnny Paton for
an excellent service, to Billy 
McClymont for his efficient
funeral arrangements and to 
Salen Hotel for providing the
funeral tea. Our appreciation 
goes to all who attended the 
funeral from near and far,
sent expressions of sympathy 
and gave so generously to 
the retiral offering. Iomadh
taing.
SCOTT - The family of the
late Martin Scott would like
to thank all medical staff in 
Taynuilt and Connel and all
members of Carers Direct 
whose compassion and care
helped Martin during his
last weeks. Thanks also to
all neighbours and friends
who sent condolences, 
flowers and food. Lastly 
thank you to everyone who
joined us in our fond family 
remembrances of Martin in
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion on
Sunday, February 8. Special 
thanks to those who provided 
and served refreshments and
for the kind donations to
Practical Action in Martin’s
memory.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - Ian D. 
Remembering our friend
(Hoots), who passed away 
February 23, 2014.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Vookie and Irene.
CAMPBELL - Remembering
our devoted Dad, John, who
passed away February 20,
1986.
Memories most precious.
- Love Avril and John.
CLARK - In memory of K
Gary, died February 24, 2012.
Loved and missed everyday.
FERGUSON - Loving
memories of a much loved
wife, mum, granny, sister and
aunty Georgina (Ina) who 
died on February 18, 2012.
We have you in our hearts.
Love always.
- DJ and family x
LAMONT - In loving
memory of my dear sister
Joanne, who passed away 
February 17, 2009.
Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Ann.
LOCKHART - In loving 
memory of my dear mother
Violet, who passed away 
February 18, 2013.
Miss you and love you always.
- Barbara and family, 
Dundee.

MACAULAY - Precious
memories of Ian, a loving
and caring husband, dad and 
grampa, who passed away 
February 20, 2013.
You always had a smile to
share
A laugh, a joke and time to
care
A wonderful nature, warm
and true
Are the many memories we 
have of you.
- Mary, Neil, John and
Ginah, Oban, Bulgaria and
Portsmouth.
We love and miss you
Grampa
- Emma, Callum and Jay.
MACARTHUR - In fondR
memory of John, who died
February 21, 2010 and his
son John, who died March
25, 2010.
- From all the family at
Middleton, Tiree.
MACDONALD - Treasured
memories of our beloved 
mother, gran and great-gran,
Margaret MacDonald, who 
passed away on February 21,
2005.
Sorely missed. Also 
remembering loved ones
gone before.
Carson ma ta bhios sibh ri 
bron
Mar dhream gun dochas mor
Am bheil sa 'bhas ach 
teachdair sith
Gan gairm gu rioghachd na
gloir
Dear mam give our love to da
- Inserted by her loving
daughters Maryflora, Sandra,
May, Margaret and families
MACDOUGALL - Ewen.
Ga Chuimhneachadh gach
latha.
- Eleanor.
MACFARLANE - In loving 
memory of a much loved
sister and aunt, Cathie, who
was killed so tragically on 
February 19, 1991 in Oban.
Always in our thoughts, and
forever in our hearts.
- Corinne and Alan,
Aberdeenshire and Flora
MacGillivray, Keith, Moray.
MACGILL - In loving 
memory of Donald MacGill, 
who passed away February 
23,1991.
Always in our thoughts.
Beloved husband of the late
Nancy and father of Anne
and Neil.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of Mary, a much 
loved wife, mum, mother-in-
law and granny, who passed
away on February 20, 2007.
Forever in our hearts. 
- Willie, Fiona, Robert, Janet 
and families.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our dear mum,
gran and great gran, Annag
MacLean, Kinlochleven,
passed away February 10,
2011 also remembering our 
dad and grampa Calum
MacLean, who passed away 
May 19, 1984.
Loved and remembered
always.
- Ian, Elizabeth and family 
and Roddy, Fiona and family.
McLENNAN - In loving
memory of a dear brother
Willie, who died on February 
24, 2008
Loved and remembered
always.
- Margaret, Elsie and 
families.
McCLOUNNAN -  Precious 
memories of my dear
husband and our father
David, who died Febraury 
17, 2006.
Remembering you is easy 
We do it every day
Missing you is a heartache
That never goes away.
- Loving wife Nan, Christine 
and family, Kenny and family
MORTON - In loving
memory of a dear wife and
mother Cath, passed away on
February 24, 1995.
Forever in our thoughts.
- John, John and David
In loving memory of a dearest
daughter-in-law, passed away 
on February 24, 1995.
Always in my thoughts.
- Mum
In loving memory of a dear
mum and nana, Cath, who
passed away on February 
24, 1995. Not a day goes by 
without thinking of you.
- Love always, Norman,
Karen, Christopher, Lewis
and Arran xxx

POULTON - In loving 
memory of my grandson and
our nephew, Danny, who
died on February 15, 1992, 
aged 3 days old.
Always in our hearts.
- Freena and family.
ROBERTSON – In memory 
of my husband Tom, who
passed away February 18, 
2011.
Always remembered.
- Jean.
WALKER - Remembered R
with love, Willie, husband, 
dad and grandad, who died 
February 25 2014.
Always in our thoughts.
A light is from our household 
gone, a voice we loved is
stilled,
A place is vacant in our home
that never can be filled.
- Anne and family.

AN OBAN newsagent on
Stevenson Street has taken
on both the food and a
staff member after a bakery 
across the road closed down.

Shona Anderson, who 
owns Hannah’s newsagent,
said she was delighted
to be able to take on the 

baked goods as well as staff 
member Sandra Mason, 
who she said ‘came in with
the pies’ when the shop took 
over from Nevis Bakery in 
November.

‘Nevis closed down on the 
Wednesday and we were
selling their pies and sau-

sage rolls on the Thursday,’ 
explained Shona, who has
owned the shop for five 
years.

‘It was great to open on the
Thursday too, because it’s
always our busiest day, as 
that’s when The Oban Times
comes out.’

PIE-EYED: Hannah’s newsagent owner Shona Anderson with shop assistant 
Charlene Gillies. 16_t08bakery01

Hannah’s takes on 
Nevis Bakery products

ARTWORK allowing
carers in Oban a chance to 
express their feelings has
been put on exhibition in
the town’s library.

Professional photogra-

pher Cameron Harris as-
sisted the adult carers from
the North Argyll Carer’s 
centre in putting together
images and words, express-
ing the emotions they feel

towards their challenging 
work as carers.

For young carers, assisted 
by Mull photographer
Sarah Darling, the project
involved making mock-up
CD covers from their own
images.

Marie MacDougall from
Kilmelford, who is a regis-
tered carer for her daughter
Emma, who has Down's 
Syndrome, explained how 
the project had helped her.

‘Caring is such a chal-
lenging thing to do, and
sometimes you can feel very 
frustrated, so any chance to
get those feelings out in the 
open and share them with
others is great,’ she said.

Mairi Fleck, training
and activity co-ordinating
manager with the carer’s
centre, added: ‘Hopefully 
people can see the range 
of emotions carers feel and 
the artwork can be appreci-
ated and enjoyed.’

The exhibition ends to-
morrow (Friday).

Marie MacDougall, right, who cares for her daughter Emma, next to her artwork, which
expressed the emotions involved in being a carer. She is pictured with Mairi Fleck of the

North Argyll Carer’s centre, who guided the project. 16_t08library01

Some of the work produced by the young carers, who
made mock-up CD covers using their own photographs.

16_t08library02

Carer’s expressive 
artwork on display
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LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

PlPleeasease 
ttapape your 
££1 coin

herh e

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1800
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50£ £
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be
awarded that week.

O

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

S Cameron, 
Lochy Road, 
Fort William

T Emslie, 
Rhuvaal Road, 
Oban

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.

Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

OT

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Starter’s orders for 
new running event 

Athletics

Rugby

Rugby club dinner 
tickets up for grabs

LOCHABER got back to win-
ning ways last Saturday with a 
narrow victory against visiting
Shetland in the Caledonia league, 
north division two.

With the sun shining on Banavie
on Saturday, the home side antic-
ipated a tough game as bottom of 
the league Shetland has a style of 
play which has troubled them for 
a few seasons.

Lochaber started well and put 
in a series of attacking plays that
allowed them to camp inside the
Shetland 22 for more than 10
minutes but an aggressive de-
fence, a feature of the day, from
Shetland kept the scores at 0-0.

After a break out Lochaber 
gave away a penalty and Shetland 
duly punished Lochaber to go 0-3 
up. 

That again galvanised the Lo-
chaber attack and after several
waves of attack, a fine flowing
move saw Mike McLeish going 
over for a well-worked and de-
served try.

Just three minutes later Jack 
Baxter scored Lochaber’s second
try which was converted giving
a halftime score of 12-3 to the
home side. After the restart 

AT ONLY 18 years old, Lochaber 
Phoenix boxer Igor Sliwinski
showed his talent this weekend 
when he took on three-time
British champion Lewis Benson.

Although the verdict went to
Benson, the Edinburgh boxer
who has also been Scottish
champion four times, there was 
applause for  Sliwinski in a tough
bout which marked only his sec-
ond senior contest.

The opening round of the Scot-
tish Championship preliminaries
on Saturday saw Benson try to 
goad Sliwinski into making a
mistake but the teen feinted reg-
ularly as he came forward to try 
and counter the counterpuncher.

Benson edged this round but 
both boxers worked well at a
strong pace.

The second round was where

TICKETS are still available for
Lochaber Rugby Club’s dinner
dance next month.

The Moorings Hotel event on
March 21 will also include the
club’s annual prizegiving.

Tickets or tables of eight can be
booked by calling 07979338286.

NOW 16 weeks into the Lochaber
Building Supplies ten pin bowling 
league, things remain tight at the 
top in both competitions.

Alleycats stay in the lead of the
scratch division with 67 points,
with The Creeps in second place
with 66 points and Artoe/Nevis 
Radio in third with 64.

In the handicap division 
Alleycats have regained the top
spot with 59 points. Last week’s
winners, Rotavators, move to
second place, also on 59 points
with Ardtoe/Nevis Radio in third
with 57.

The top individual scratch game 
this week came from Rossamy 
Wareing of  Ardtoe/Nevis Radio,
with a score of 207. Other good
games came from Steven Burns, 
The Creeps, with 188 and Tony 

DARREN Sutherland was
the winner of this season’s
Tradewinds singles darts league.

The victor beat Martyn Cam-
eron in the semi-final before
achieving a 4-2 defeat over
Duncan Carmichael, who got his
place in the final after beating
John Matheson in their semi-fi-
nal clash.

The top eight players from
the previous 10 weeks of the
competition gathered in Corpach
for the event on Friday and the
consolation final was won by 
Stevie Clydesdale who beat John
Woods 3-2.

Quick legs of the night were 11
darts by Martyn Cameron, 14
darts by Darren Sutherland and a
15-dart leg by James Whyte, and
the highest finish of the night was 
101 by Michael Slesser.

Continuing the high standard
of darts, 11 180s were scored,
three by James Whyte, three by 
Ian Robertson, all in one game,
two by Duncan Carmichael and
Martyn Cameron respectively 
and one by Darren Sutherland.

Organiser Duncan Carmichael
called the league a ‘big success’
and welcomed all new players to
Tradewinds bar, Corpach, at 8pm
on a Friday to take part.

CLEAR, crisp and cool weather
made for perfect conditions for
this year’s Lochaber Athletic 
Club (LAC) Blackwater Dam
race.

It was a clear win for the LAC
field, as the top three runners
were local.  Michael Bossard
was first of the 53 runners in
Kinlochleven on Sunday, fin-
ishing the route in one hour, 17
minutes and three seconds, 52
seconds ahead of second place 
Tom Smith, with Stephen Burns
finishing third in one hour, 20
minutes and seven seconds.

Continuing the Lochaber vic-
tory, Diane Baum was first lady 
home and 11th overall, crossing 
the finish line in one hour, 28 
minutes and seven seconds.

Race marshall and LAC chair-
man Ian Adams wasn’t so lucky,
as he suffered a puncture at the
turn point on the dam wall and 
ended up taking his bike for a
long walk all the way home. 

Aileen Duncan of Lochaber 
was the only competitor not to 
complete the race, as she  twisted

A NEW Fort William running 
event is to make its debut this 
weekend.

Runduro, by No Fuss Events, 
will take in 20km through the 
town and Glen Nevis, with a mix 
of timed and non-timed stages, 
to allow the many visiting com-
petitors to take in the stunning 
scenery on Saturday (February 
21). 

Eight racing stages will make up 
11km of the route, while the rest 
will give participants an oppor-
tunity to relax, catch their breath 
and take in the views. 

As a fringe event of the Fort 
William Mountain Festival, the 
race will start and finish from 
Cameron Square, with registra-
tion from 7.30am. 

Runners can enter the race at
www.nofussevents.co.uk

FORT William Football Club
went down 4-0 to Nairn County 
for the second time in a fortnight 
at the weekend.

The Claggan side travelled to
Station Park for the Highland 
League fixture on Saturday and 
the scoreline matched that of 
the Breedon Aggregrates cup 
preliminary round played on
January 31.

But Fort manager Calum Ma-
cLean said he was disappointed 

Lochaber back to winning ways
Lochaber wanted to put some 
distance between the sides but 
it was Shetland who, after some 
very aggressive work at the 
breakdown, managed to score a 
penalty and then a try in short 
order which brought the score to 
12-13 to the visitors. 

This seemed to sting the Loch-
aber side who responded through 
another fine try for Euan Larter, 
which was also converted to make 
it 19-13.

Lochaber had an opportunity 
to go further ahead but unfor-
tunately missed the penalty 
attempt, but this game still had a 
twist left and with two minutes to 
go Lochaber again camped inside 
the Shetland 22. 

Shetland somehow managed 
to win the ball and break out to 
score a try meaning if they could 
score the conversion they would 
win. 

But the attempt was missed, 
giving Lochaber the victory in 
what coach Stewart Sandison 
called ‘a well-deserved victory in 
a very tough game’. 

This Saturday Lochaber will 
travel east to take on Aberdeen 
University in the Caledonia 
league. 

The next home game will be 
against Garioch on Saturday 
March 7. VICTORY: Lochaber’s Calum MacDonald making the break 

Lochaber       19
Shetland 18
Caledonia North Division Two

in the referee’s decision to award 
a penalty to Nairn at the start of 
the second half, which saw Conor 
Gethings bring the score to 2-0. 

He said: ‘It was never a penalty, 
the referee must have been the 
only person in the whole ground 
who thought it should have been 
a penalty. Even the Nairn team 
seemed embarrassed that it had 

been awarded. We had been play-
ing well in the first half and that 
just totally knocked the stuffing 
out of us.

‘That decision may have cost us
the game’.

As The Oban Times went to
print, the  Fort boys were pre-
paring for a clash against Rothes
last night (Wednesday), in the
first game at Claggan Park since 
November. Speaking ahead of 
the game, MacLean said: ‘This is 

a really big one for us and we’ve 
got Rothes away on Saturday too.

‘I’m feeling confident, we’re 
playing at home and we are above
them [Rothes] in the league,
so there’s no reason not to be 
confident.

‘If we get the six points from
these games it will pull us up
from the pack below us.’

The next game at Claggan park 
will be against Inverurie Locos
on Saturday February 28.

Fort William cuffed at County 

her ankle during the final stretch.
The next race will be the Vitri-

fied Fort on March 1, from Glen 
Nevis restaurant. Registration 
from 10am.

Top 20 finishers, LAC unless
otherwise stated: 1 Michael Boss 
1:17:03; 2 Tom Smith 1:17:55; 3 
Stephen Burns 1:20:07; 4 Luke 
Taylor, Highland Hill Runners,
1:20:07; 5 Tim Brand 1:23:06; 6 
Stephen Burns (junior) 1:24:11;
7 Bruce MacLean 1:25:17; 8 
Hughie MacKintosh 1:25:55; 9 
Aidan Donnelly 1:26:16; 10 Mark 
Willets, Melbourne Midday 
Milers, 1:26:42; 11 Diane Baum 
1:28:07; 12 Ali Kennedy 1:29:00; 
13 Allan Lamont 1:29:10; 14 Neil
Waslidge, unattached, 1:29:20; 15
Ian Mackellaig 1:30:07; 16 Andy 
Craig 1:30:34; 17 Gordie Taylor, 
Highland Hill Runners, 1:32:49;
18 William Taylor, unattached, 
1:34:04; 19 Owen Bass, Deeside 
Runners, 1:34:20; 20 Ronnie
Turner 1:36:56. 

Home club runners

Sliwinski made his mark as he 
started to change the pace of his 
feet during attacks, launching 
forward in two and three phases 
and landing the last punch in 
each exchange. 

Incredibly Sliwinski was one-all 
in rounds with an experienced, 
accomplished, internationally 
renowned boxer in only the teen-
ager’s first senior championships 
going into the last round.

This is when Benson used his
vast experience to great effect. 

He made sure to win the first 
couple of exchanges of the stanza  
and the relatively inexperienced 
Sliwinski panicked and started 
to lose his shape as he lunged 
forward, abandoning his earlier 
tactics. 

This gave Benson a chance to 
land a few counters and make 
sure he kept ahead until the end 
of the session.

TALENT: Igor Sliwinski 

Teenage boxer 

takes on former 

Tradewinds title
goes to Darren

Darts

YOUNG PHOENIX FIGHTER IS BIG HIT 

Boxing

Football

Athletics

Whitelocke, Alleycats, with 183.
Wareing also had the top hand-

icap game of 259, the top two
game scratch series with 329 and 
the top two game handicap series 
of 433.

Ardtoe/Nevis Radio rolled the 
top scratch team game of the 
week of 585, the top handicap 
game of 807 and the top two 
handicap team series of 1528.

Alleycats had the top two game 
scratch team series with 1104.

 The highest scratch average is
currently held by Pam Weller, Al-
leycats, on 154, followed by Tony 
Whitelocke, also of Alleycats, on 
153 and Stewart Duncan, The
Creeps, on 147.

Ten-pin bowling
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Football

Pre-season friendly 
fi xtures

Saturday February 21
Ballachulish v Lochside Rovers
The Jubilee, Ballachulish,
throw up tbc.
Fort William v Lovat
An Aird, Fort William,
1pm throw up.
GMA v Kyles Athletic
Peterson Park, Yoker.
Glenorchy v Bute
Mart Park, Dalmally,
2pm throw up.
Glenorchy 2nds v Bute 2nds
Mart Park, Dalmally,
12 noon throw up.
Inverness v Caithness
Bught Park, Inverness,
1pm throw up.
Lochaber v Beauly
Spean Bridge.
Oban Lorn v Aberdour
Mossfield, Oban,
1pm throw up.
Ewan Morrison Memorial Cup – 
North Skye v South Skye
Pairc nan Laoch, Skye,
throw up tbc.

Shinty

Easthall Star 1
Oban Saints 4
Jimmy Marshall Trophy - 1st round

march on in Marshall Trophy

SHIELD: Lewis Cameron shields the ball from Easthall defender Mark Young during last Saturday’s 
Jimmy Marshall Cup tie at Stepford Football Centre. Lewis scored Saints’ third goal

Match report and photos Derek Black

ON TARGET: Allan MacKay lines up the free kick which led to Saints’ second goal.

IT WAS the romance of the cup
for Oban Saints on Valentine’s 
Day as they took the first step 
towards a successful defence of 
the Scottish Amateur Football
League Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
with a hard-fought win over East-
hall Star at Stepford Football 
Centre last Saturday.
 Ross Maitland, Myles McAuley 
and Ally McKerracher were
unavailable so Alex Craik, Scott
Maitland and Dean Smith all 
came into the starting line-up.
 The narrow, bumpy pitch at 
Stepford was not exactly to Saints
liking and with the hosts giving
them no time on the ball it took a
while for them to get going. 

 The visitors looked to have a 
good chance to open the scoring
in the fifth minute when Lewis 
Cameron ran onto a defence split-
ting pass from Donald Campbell.
Unfortunately the referee ruled 
Lewis to be offside which can 
charitably be described as a very 
close call from Mr Auld.
 One minute later Saints fell 
behind when Dean Smith lost 
possession in the centre circle.

The ball was quickly played out
wide to John MacDonald who cut 
in from the right wing and fired 
a low right foot shot into the bot-
tom corner of the net past Daniel 
Cassells’ outstretched left hand.
 The tight park was making it

difficult for Saints to use the 
flanks to good effect. However, 
they almost found some joy when 
Scott Maitland made a good run 
up the right wing and sent in a 
tantalising low cross which Dean 
Smith narrowly failed to connect 
with at the near post.

Saints were relatively untrou-
bled at the back and kept probing 
for an opening but were finding 
the resolute Star defence difficult 
to penetrate. 
The Oban side threatened on a 

couple of occasions from corner
kicks but Star goalkeeper Andy 
McCunnie kept them at bay with 
some unorthodox but nonetheless 
effective saves.

Level terms
Saints were back on level terms 

in the 35th minute thanks to a 
tactical switch from manager Iain
Jackson.

 Lewis Cameron was ordered to 
drop deeper into midfield to get 
on the ball a bit more,  a move 
which paid instant dividends. 
Lewis picked the ball up on the 
half way line and sent Dean 
Smith off on a run up the right
wing.  

Dean’s low cross picked out 
Allan MacKay in the box who 
controlled under pressure from 
the Star defence before calmly 
rolling the ball past the keeper 
and into the net. 

The visitors survived a scare 
in the 44th minute when, after 
a succession of long throws and 
corner kicks which the Saints 

rearguard of Marc MacCallum, 
Alex Craik and Dougal Graham
repelled, the referee awarded 
Star a hotly disputed free kick on 
the edge of the Saints box.
 In a move straight from the
training ground the ball was 
played to the right hand side for
dangerman John MacDonald to 
fire in a shot which crashed off 
the underside of the crossbar 
and, fortunately for Saints, back 
into play where it was scrambled
to safety.
 Saints capitalised on this slice
of good fortune by proceeding to 
totally dominate the second half. 
 The Saints central midfield 
partnership of Paul Kerr and 
Donald Campbell were now well
in control and continued to cre-
ate chances for the strikers.
 In the 56th minute a flowing 
move involving Lewis Cameron,  
Dean Smith and Allan MacKay 
was rounded off by Allan strok-
ing the ball home from just inside 
the box. 

However, the referee once 
again gave the benefit of a very 
tight offside decision to the 
home side.
 Saints were becoming increas-
ingly frustrated as it seemed the 
breakthrough wasn’t going to 
come. Jackson elected to make 
some changes withdrawing Scott 
Maitland, Alex Craik and Dean
Smith and replacing them with 

Martin Bonar, Jamie Graham 
and David McArthur. David
made a quick impact on proceed-
ings winning a 79th-minute free 
kick a yard outside the Star box 
and slightly left of centre.

Allan MacKay stepped up to 
drill a low shot past the five-man
Star wall and just inside the keep-
er’s right hand post to make the
score 2-1.
 Four minutes later Lewis Cam-
eron was finally rewarded for his
afternoon of tireless running.

He made a great run from deep
through the inside right channel,
easily outpacing the tiring Star

defence to bury a shot in the
bottom corner of the net.
 Saints completed the scoring 
in the 90th minute when David
McArthur’s shot from the edge of 
the box proved too hot to handle
for the Star keeper who could
only parry the ball into the path 
of the onrushing Martin Bonar.

Martin, who clearly has a keen
eye for the goal, eagerly gobbled
up the chance to make the
final score 4-1. Saints now play 
Jamestown at home in the second
round.

Saints’ Jackson was relieved to 
get through a tough tie. He said: 

‘The narrow pitch and bumpy 
conditions made it very difficult
for the players but we stuck to our
game plan and we played some
excellent football in the second
half.

‘Credit to Easthall, they made
things difficult for us but our su-
perior fitness told in the end and
we could, and probably should
have scored another two or three
goals.’

Saints are away this weekend 
to Busby on Saturday. The game
will be played at Overlee Park 
with a 2pm kick-off. Referee is
Jim Rose.

‘The narrow pitch and bumpy conditions
made it very diffi  cult for the players
but we stuck to our game plan
and it worked out well in the end’

A DERBY between Lochaber 
and Fort William saw Lochaber 
win 3-1 at their own pitch in a pre 
season friendly. 

It was the first match back at 
the helm for Lochaber boss Ally 
Ferguson on Saturday and his 
side fell behind during the first 
half at Spean Bridge after a goal 
by Fort’s Graham Campbell. 

But Scottish international 
Shaun Nicolson levelled just 
before referee Innes Wood’s half 
time whistle and went on to score 
another two in the second half, a 
hat-trick that secured Lochaber’s 
victory. 

The second teams also enjoyed 
a friendly at Spean Bridge and 
goals from Findlay MacDonald 
and Danny Delaney of Loch-
aber and two from Fort’s Ewan 
Campbell made a 2-2 draw in the 
morning game. At Canal Parks, 

THE NEW Oban Lorn shinty 
club played their first match away 
to Tayforth on Saturday, losing 
6-1.

Manager Jocky Martin said he 
was happy with his young side’s 
performance and said five more 
experienced players were due to 
come into the team.

Oban Lorn play in
fi rst ever match

Golf

Tobermory golf 

TOBERMORY Golf Club men’s
section held a nine-hole Stable-
ford competition on February 9:
1 Alasdair MacLeod, 19 points;
2 Ewan MacCrone 18 points; 3
John Wilshire 18 points.
Nine-hole medal result: 1 John 
Wilshire 37-11-26, 2 Alasdair
MacLeod 41-10-31, 3 Graham
Davidson 36-03-33.

Golf

Islay golf

ISLAY Golf Club’s Winter 
League was contested on Feb-
ruary 15: 1 I MacCuaig, 35 Pts; 
2 A Livingstone, 31 Pts; 3 A 
MacLean, 30 Pts. CSS 74

Spean men win Lochaber pre-season derby

BATTLE: Niall MacPhee (Fort 
William) and Zandz Ferguson 

(Lochaber) battle for possession 
in midfi eld.

Caol, Kilmallie lifted the BSW 
cup thanks to a 2-1 win against 
Lovat in new manager Mark 
MacPherson’s first game.

Lovat went in front on five 
minutes when Greg Matheson 
reacted first after home keeper 
Shane Gillies had knocked the 
ball down and Matheson made 
no mistake. 

Kilmallie came close to lev-
elling on 15 minutes but Lovat
goalie Stuart MacDonald made a
fine save with his foot to keep out
a fierce drive from Kilmallie full 
forward Seb MacMillan. 

Lovat’s Kevin Bartlett hit the 
crossbar on 18 minutes as the 
game swung from end to end 
before Kilmallie equalised on 34
minutes when Michael Rodger 
sent a shot from distance into the 
back of the net.

Shane Gillies blocked a Jamie 
Matheson effort on 38 minutes
but it was Kilmallie who would
go in front as Kilmallie’s Mac-
Millan netted from close-range
following a corner.  The Kilmall-
ie second team also won 1-0 at 
home against Inverness, thanks 
to Craig MacIsaac. 

Shinty

AIR TIME: Taynuilt’s Fraser MacMillan jumps in to block John
MacDonald of Ballachulish during their pre-season encounter at

Taynuilt sportsfi eld. The away side won by a single goal from Lorne
Brown  Photo: Kevin McGylnn

Balla’ win by one at Taynuilt

Celtic comeback too little, too late
GIVEN THE SLIP: Kenny Wotherspoon of Oban Celtic evades his

marker during his team’s 4-3 defeat to Glengarry at Mossfi eld on
Saturday. A Wotherspoon goal looked to have given Celtic hope 

after conceding early goals but a Daniel Madej double in the second 
half was not enough to change the result. 07_t08celtic02

Comfortable home win for Glenorchy
MY BALL: Scott Livingstone (white helmet) gets to the ball fi rst to knock in Glenorchy’s opening goal in 

their 2-0 win over Strachur at the Mart Park. Andrew Smith scored the Dalmally side’s second goal 
Photo: Stephen Lawson

A HIGHLAND shinty player is bringing the manufacture of Tanera
Caman sticks back to Scotland.

Alan MacPherson has purchased the business from TS Hattersley 
and Son in Manchester and will begin making camans near Inverness
early this spring.

Tanera Camans was started by Billy MacLean in Fort William in the
1980s; he named it after his house which could have had a connection
with the island of the same name near Ullapool.

Phillip Nolan and his son, Colin, then took over in the mid 1990s,
later selling to the lacrosse stick-maker in Manchester in 2005. The
business was put up for sale in October last year, on the retirement of 
master craftsman, Thomas Beckett, after 50 years of service.

Alan seized the opportunity to capitalise on his substantial research
and prototype development of one-piece ash camans; his sticks are 
currently being used by some Marine Harvest Premiership and Scot-
land players.

Alan said: ‘I am grateful for the privilege of continuing the Tanera
story and feel that this is the next step for me and it will complement
my joinery business.’

Tanera Camans returns to Highlands



Sport

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.55 4.3 12.12 0.4 18.07 4.1 **.** *.*r
Fri 00.28 0.2 06.34 4.4 12.55 0.3 18.45 4.1
Sat 01.11 0.1 07.13 4.3 13.37 0.3 19.23 4.0
Sun 01.55 0.2 07.53 4.1 14.19 0.5 20.02 3.8
Mon 02.40 0.4 08.34 3.9 15.02 0.7 20.41 3.6
Tues 03.27 0.7 09.16 3.5 15.49 1.0 21.24 3.3
Wed 04.18 1.1 10.06 3.2 16.41 1.3 22.15 3.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Cloudy with showersy
 Winds south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.
Friday Cloudy with showersy
 Winds westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sundayk
 Winds strong north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, February 19, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on
the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION
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11
5

4
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LAST Saturday’s results: Jimmy 
Marshall Cup first round - 
Dunoon 1, Jamesown 2, Easthall 
Star 1, Oban Saints 4; Coronation 
Cup -  Rossvale 1, Tarbert 3; 
SAFL Premier Division - Alba
Thistle 2 v Campbeltown Pupils 2;
Premier Division Two - Dunoon 
Athletic 1 v Port Glasgow 3; Pais-
ley 2, Lochgilphead Red Star 2.

 This weekend’s fixtures: Jim-
my Marshall Cup second round - 
Haldane United v Campbeltown
Pupils; Premier Division - Busby 
v Oban Saints; Premier Division 
One - Dunoon v Shawlands; Pre-
mier Division Two - Lochgilphe-
ad Red Star v South Camlachie; 
Easthall Star v Dunoon Athletic.
Tarbert no game.   

Scottish Amateur 
League results
and fi xtures

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Football

Saints Youths 
results and fi xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: Under
13s 9, Dumbarton United Blacks
0; Saints goalscorers were Euan
Finlay (3), Aaron MacKay 
(2), Cammy Clark (2), Gavin
Forgrieve and Daniel Sloss. 
Under 14s no game; Under 15s 5
v Renton Craigandro 1; Scoring
for Saints were Lewis Buchanan 
(3), Ruaridh Horne and Martin 
Rennie. Under 16s 2, Lochgil-
phead Red Star 2. Scorers for 
Oban were Ross MacMillan and 
Arik MacKechnie; Ardencaple 
0, Under 19s 2. On target for
Saints were Connor Howe and
Douglas MacLeod.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Arden-
caple v Under 13s; Under 14s v
Ardencaple; Under 15s v Renton
Craigandro; Lochgilphead red
Star v Under 16s; Under 19s v 
Ardencaple.

Football

Athletic match fails
to take place

OBAN Athletic were left kicking 
their heels last Saturday when
opponents Glasgow West failed
to travel to Oban to fulfill the
fixture.
 Athletic have been awarded 
the three points by the West 
of Scotland AFL executive
committee.
 This Saturday the Oban side 
are scheduled to be at home to 
Antonine. The match will be 
played at Glencruiten with a 
2pm kick-off

Swimming

Taynuilt teenager 
wins bronze medal

A TAYNUILT teenager has won 
bronze at the National Schools
Swimming Finals in Aberdeen. 

Connor MacNeil was third in 
the final of the 200 metres but-
terfly with a time of 2.13.22. 

Connor also swam in the 100 
metres butterfly on the same 
day and came fourth in a time of 
1.00.62.

The Strathallan school pupil
was swimming in the boys’ 17 to 
19 year age group.

National champion jumper has
set her sights on raising the bar
A TALENTED young island
athlete is once again scaling the 
height of Scottish athletics after
claiming her second national title 
within a year.

Molly Reade, from Tobermory,
Isle of Mull, took gold in the 
under-15 high jump at Scottish
National Age Group Indoor 
Championships at the Emirates
Arena in Glasgow on Sunday.

The 14-year-old had won silver
at the under-16 Scottish Schools 
Indoor Championships two
weeks previously and won gold 
at the outdoor schools cham-
pionships in June 2014 in the 
under-14s high jump.

In winning the Scottish title at
the weekend, the 5-foot-10-inch 
Tobermory high school pupil had
clear jumps all the way to 1.60
metres, where she narrowly failed 

that height. But the winning
jump of 1.55 metres matched her 
personal best - and she is confi-
dent that the elusive 1.60 metres 
is not far off.

Molly said: ‘The national com-
petitions are always nerve-wrack-
ing and exciting but you don’t re-
ally know what’s going to happen,
so it was great to win.’

The Mull youngster said she felt 
‘proud’ after she received mes-
sages of congratulations from 
across the island.

The absence of track and field 
facilities in Argyll and the added 
journey time of living on an 
island puts Molly at an imme-
diate disadvantage. But she has 
adapted a training regime while 

at home, using a trampoline in
her garden and a wall at the end 
of her parents’ driveway for her
strength and conditioning work.

She devotes one night a week to 
high jump training at Mull Ath-
letics Club with Bill MacCallum
and Richard Henderson in the 
high school.

Molly’s mother, Shona, said:
‘The belief that Bill and Richard 
have shown in her is amazing and
has contributed greatly to her
success.

‘She trains on a wall outside
our house, Lephain, and lots of 
people will see her in her high 
visibility vest.’

Having only started competing 
in the high jump aged 11, Molly 
has come a long way in the past 
three years and has received two 
sessions from high jump coach 
Ken Allen.

After a short break, the outdoor
season, including the Highland
games circuit, beckons for Molly,
who aims to surpass 1.60 metres
this year.

Shaun Doy, from Mid Argyll 
Athletic Club, won bronze in the 
under 15s pole vault at the indoor
national championships on Sun-
day, clearing a new personal best 
of 2.40 metres.

This was a remarkable perfor-
mance considering Shaun does 
not have access to pole vault fa-
cilities locally and achieved this 
using a training vaulting pole.

Another Mid Argyll athlete,
Alfie Smith from Tayvallich, just 

missed a medal in the under-13s
high jump, finishing fourth.

He also placed sixth in the shot 
putt. 

Other Argyll athletes just miss-
ing out on medals were Emma
Thompson from Oban who was 
fourth in the under-17s high
jump, clearing 1.55 metres and
Murdo Masterton from Dunbeg,
who was fourth in the under-17s

shot putt. Murdo threw 13.12me-
tres in a competition where boys 
from England and Northern
Ireland filled the top two places.

Finbar Dunne, from Oban, 
made a promising debut in the 
under-15 age group, throwing
9.15 metres in the shot putt to
finish seventh.

On Saturday Ben Coates from
Kilmore was unfortunate to get

injured while contesting both
the 60m sprint and 60m hurdles 
in the under-17s. Ben won his 60
metres heat in 7.49 and qualified 
for the final in the 60m hurdles
but then had to withdraw from 
both events. Ben recently won 
bronze at the Scottish Schools 
Championships in the over-16s 60 
metres hurdles, recording a new 
personal best of 8.59 seconds.WINNING: Molly Reade, centre, with her gold medal Photos: Bobby Gavin

TITLE: Molly Reade matched her personal best in winning the national under-15 high jump champion-
ship

A FLEDGLING martial arts 
club in Oban is now a big hit on 
the national scene after its 10 
team members took home five 
medals from a competition in 
Glasgow.

Oban Mix Martial Arts 
(MMA), which formed four years
ago, competed last Saturday at
Submission Quest, a nogi Brazil-
ian-style ju-jitsu tournament at
Bellahouston sports centre.

The ground submission fighting 
tournament was the first that 
Oban MMA has attended with a 
10-man team and attracted clubs
from all over Scotland.

Coach Iain ‘Coogie’ Potter said: 
‘The standard was as high as I’ve
seen and everyone had at least 
five fights.

‘It is the first time we have taken 
a proper team to a tournament 
like this and it has been a big 
step up for us because we used 
to struggle to get anyone to these
competitions.

‘This style of fighting is getting 
really big in Scotland and the
standard has gone up in recent
years. A few clubs even have
Brazilian coaches - so to come 
away with five medals is a great 
achievement.’

Oban MMA’s medals came 
across five different weight
categories: Chris Rowan won 
bronze in the under-73kg weight
category; Mateusz Grabice won 
silver in the under-79kg category; 

MMA men make their mark 

Mixed martial arts

Athletics

Dawid Loukil won silver in
the under-85kg category; Scott 
McKeitch won silver in the un-
der-97 kg category and Brendan 
McMillan won bronze in the 
97kg category.

Coogie added: ‘I think that a
few years ago we were under-es-

The Oban MMA team won fi ve medals at Submission Quest. 

timated and we had the element 
of surprise.

‘But now the other clubs know
about us and realise we will be 
competing for medals, so it is 
harder for us to win things.

‘We try to learn as much as we 
can from seminars and I teach 

myself from books but the sport 
is constantly evolving, so we 
need to try and keep up with the
changes.’

Oban MMA meets at 7.30pm 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays in the Oban martial arts 
centre above Stoddarts of Oban.

THE LANCASTER ‘A’ made 
the daunting journey over the 
Connel bridge last Thursday to
play the on-form Lochnell.

Due to unforeseen circum-
stances The Lancaster had not
hit a ball in frustration for three
weeks, in contrast to the home
side, who in their opponents’ ab-
sence had been picking up weekly 
plaudits.

A defeat for the Lancaster ‘A’ 
would take the championship out
of their hands mathematically, 
meaning they would need an 
unlikely slip up from defending
champions the Lochavullin’s
Cellar.

If the visitors did not realise
the magnitude of the task facing
them before the opening leg, two
hours into play the cold reality 
of their precarious situation hit 
them so hard it could have regis-
tered on the Richter scale.

Staring down the barrel of 
defeat, on the wrong end of a 
4-1 scoreline, the Lancaster ‘A’ 
started to climb off the canvas 

and fight back. As the games
were pulled back one by one, and
the balance of power shifting, it
was evident the hosts’ self-doubt
was running in tandem.

Each shot was now played with
trepidation as both sets of players
waited on the other to falter and
eventually one did, allowing the
Lancaster to secure what looked
an unlikely two points.

The current title holders, the
Lochavullin’s Cellar still lead
the way this season after another
comfortable victory.

Markie Dan’s ‘B’ were next to
falter against the champions and, 
despite having home advantage,
were helpless to stop the on-
slaught as the result was decided
before the doubles section.

The third and final match of 
the week saw The Gluepot ease
to victory over a despondent
Lochavullin outfit.

Results: Lochnell 4-6 Lancaster
A; Markie Dans B 3-7 Lochavul-
lin’s Cellar ; Lochavullin 2-8
Gluepot.

Fixtures today (Thursday):
Markie Dans A v Lochavullin’s
Cellar. 

Pool

Lancaster maintain title 
challenge with comeback

Volleyball tournament debut
THE FIRST ever Argyll secondary school volleyball festival was held 
recently in Atlantis Leisure centre in Oban.

Hosted by Lorn volleyball club, the event on February 3 was part of 
the MacVolley Festival, an annual Scottish school tournament run by 
the Scottish Volleyball Association (SVA) with teams of both primary 
and secondary school pupils.

There were six teams competing in the primary 6 and 7 group. Two 
teams of S1 and S2 pupils from both Kinlochleven and Ballachulish 
high schools played Oban high, which was represented with three 
squads. 

Altogether, 38 children took part in an action-packed day of vol-
leyball, with Taynuilt victorious in the primary school tournament 
and Oban high school’s second team taking the spoils amongst the
secondary pupils.
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RURAL communities are
fighting to save their ‘vital’
Highland council service points 
as the majority of branches face
the axe. 

People in remote villages from
Lochaber to south Skye have hit
back at cost-cutting proposals
from the local authority, which
will see 22 of 35 service points,
including Mallaig, Kinlochleven,
Acharacle and Broadford, close
their doors. Fort William, Kyle
and Portree are among the few
that will remain open under the
plans.

Highland council’s customer
services review board has cited
lack of use as the reason for
reducing the facility, which is
used to pay bills and get face-to-
face advice from council staff.
They believe £355,220 could be
saved by closing the facilities,
although half of this will be
invested to improve telephone
and online services.

Some of the branches will be
replaced with ‘access points’  in
libraries under the proposals,
thought to be computers to be
used for general advice and
information.

But this has raised concerns
about how elderly people, or
those who are not computer-
literate, will receive help as they 
could soon face up to 80-mile
round trips to service points.

Maureen McColl, of Arisaig
community council, said people
in west Lochaber were ‘very 
concerned’.

She added: ‘We have an older
population and public transport
to Fort William isn’t regular.

‘Pensioners will be forced to
travel 35 miles just to speak to
someone face-to-face then be
waiting hours for a bus or a train
back. It’s very worrying.’

Concerns have also been raised 
about the loss of jobs if service
points are closed.

Catriona Spence, of 
Kinlochleven community 
council, said she doesn’t feel
the council has been clear about 
what will change.

A young diabetes suff erer has raised more than £4,000 with the help of his 
schoolmates.  Aidan Young, primary four, front, organised a fundraising day at Banavie 

primary school and raised £445.67 for Diabetes UK. Pupils at the school wore onesies 
and paid to have their nails painted last Thursday, with all proceeds being donated to 

the charity.  20_f08banavie01

PATIENTS are being turned away from 
the Belford Hospital in Fort William as
an outbreak of norovirus has closed both 
inpatient wards.

Twelve people at the infirmary are 
suffering from sickness and diarrheoa,
eight in the combined assessment unit 
and four in ward one, and samples have 
shown norovirus is present in both wards. 

On Monday, one patient was found 
to have the extremely infectious winter 
vomiting bug in ward one and an update 
from NHS Highland on Tuesday night 
confirmed it had spread to both inpatient 
facilities.

As The Oban Times went to print on
Wednesday anyone requiring hospital 
admission was being assessed at the 
Belford before being redirected to Oban 
or Inverness.

Renal dialysis and chemotherapy 
services are running as normal. 

Marie Law, rural general hospital 
manager for NHS Highland, said: ‘By 
closing our wards to new admissions and 
restricting visiting to the affected areas it 
helps our staff protect the health, privacy 
and dignity of our patients. 

 ‘Our renal and chemotherapy services 
are running as normal but we would 

ask that if you have an appointment but 
you, or someone you live with, have been 
ill with symptoms of diarrhoea and/or 
vomiting you contact the hospital before 
coming in.’

Visitors have been asked to stay away 
to reduce outbreak risks, but an NHS 
spokeswoman said hospital staff were 
happy to give updates over the phone 
and asked anyone who felt visiting was 
essential to call the ward beforehand. 

Symptoms of norovirus only last a 
couple of days but can last longer in 
elderly people or people who are already 
ill.

ARISAIG primary school pu-
pils should be celebrating after 
reaching the national finals of 
an anti-racism competition. 

But the  guitar-playing 
children face disappointment 
as there aren’t enough school 
funds left to pay for a bus to 
make the day trip to Glasgow 
for the awards ceremony next
month.

The youngsters penned a song 
for the ‘show racism the red
card’ competition with the help 
of local musician Jim Hunter 
but were devastated to hear 
they may not make the final at 
Hampden.

Now pupils and teachers are 
appealing for anyone who can 
help to provide transport.

Chai Jones, head teacher at 
Arisaig primary school, said: 
‘We just need a one-day hire for 
the round trip but at this time 
of year we’ve spent every penny 
we have.

‘Jim has reorganised his fèis 
classes and guitar exams so he
can accompany the children.

‘I just wonder if someone out
there could give us a hand with
the transport?’ 

For more information con-
tact Arisaig school on 01687 
450282.

NEW TECHNOLOGY which
could transform road repairs 
is being trialled by Highland
council.

The equipment uses 
high-powered air streams to 
clear debris and fill potholes.

The use of a small hot box is 
also under trial, which could 
allow council workers to carry 
out permanent repairs all 
year, instead of the current
temporary service in winter. 

Councillor Graham Mac-
Kenzie, chairman of the com-
munity services committee, 
welcomed a report into the
trial’s progress. He said: ‘I am
extremely pleased with the 
findings so far.’

POLICE are appealing for
help to find keys stolen from
a business in the Morvern 
peninsula.

Between 4.30pm on Friday 
February 6 and Monday 
February 9 four keys were
removed from a board at
Lochaline Quartz and Sand
Quarry.

Anyone with information 
about this crime is asked to 
come forward by contacting 
local police on 101 or Crimes-
toppers anonymously via 0800
555111 or www.crimestop-
pers-uk.org/.

A MORVERN estate has 
been shortlisted for an award
celebrating the best in the 
Scottish wedding industry.

Ardtornish House, near Lo-
chaline, is in the venue catego-
ry for the north west region of 
the Scottish Wedding Awards. 

Kathryn McLaughlin, visitor
services manager, said: ‘We
are delighted to be nominated
for this award. Ardtornish
House is such a unique, 
romantic venue in a beautiful
picturesque setting.’

Voting is open to the pub-
lic and the winner will be 
announced at a ceremony in
Glasgow’s Crowne Plaza on 
Tuesday February 24. 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS of 
women in Lochaber will be 
celebrated at an exhibition in 
Fort William. 

The event, to mark 
International Women’s Day, 
will promote inspirational 
women in the area and 
worldwide to encourage others 
to reach their full potential.

Duncansburgh Hall will host 
the exhibition, organised by 
Lochaber Women’s Aid, on
Thursday March 5.

Lorraine Revitt, service 
manager of Lochaber Women’s
Aid, said: ‘Our exhibition will 
feature information about a 

range of pioneering women 
from the worlds of politics, 
business, sport, art, music and 
community action.

‘We hope to inspire the next 
generation of local women by 
highlighting the achievements
of women living and working in 
the Lochaber area. 

‘We want to show that 
regardless of where you are 
living, working or learning, you 
too can make it happen.’ 

The exhibition will run in 
two sessions, 12noon to 2pm
and 5pm to 8pm and will 
also feature a timeline of the
development of women’s rights. 

She said: ‘Our service point in 
Kinlochleven is already in the 
library and there’s three girls 
working there. I’ve asked if the 
staff will be removed and told 
no, so if we’re already in a library 
and we won’t be losing the girls 
I don’t understand how they can 
be saving money? It doesn’t add
up.’

The issue is open for public 
comments until mid-March, 
before it is reconsidered by the
council’s customer services 
board. 

Audrey Sinclair, chairwoman 
of the customer services board,
said: ‘Before any decision can 
be made, it is important to hear
the views of the people that live 
in these areas so that we can 
understand how any changes 
may impact on communities. We 
also want to hear any alternative
options local people may want to
suggest for the way services are
delivered.’

On Skye, community councils
in the south of the isle were 
meeting last night (Wednesday) 
to discuss how best to protect the
Broadford service point.

Roddy Murray, chairman of 
Sleat community council, was 
active in campaigning against
the closures when they were first
mooted by Highland council last 
year. 

He said: ‘Broadford service
point serves a wide area, much
of it without public transport and 
the additional travel will cause
hardship for those requiring 
services and unable to use
modern technology.

‘Loss of employment will also 
adversely affect the local area
where alternative employment
is difficult to find. Community 
councils in south Skye are 
concerned at the continuing
loss of public services from 
their communities and the 
centralisation and expansion of 
these in the urban parts of the 
area and elsewhere in Scotland.’ 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Patients turned away as virus 
strikes Belford hospital wards

Villagers make their point
RURAL COMMUNITIES FIGHT TO SAVE SERVICE BRANCHES FACED WITH CLOSURE IN COUNCIL COST-CUTTING EXERCISE

Exhibition puts spotlight 
on inspirational women

Celebrations short-lived 
as transport funds dry up

Estate in running
for wedding prize

Keys stolen from
Lochaline quarry

Road repair trials 
on Highland roads

Aidan’s fundraiser boosts Diabetes UK by £445
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WORK has started to transform
an abandoned golf course in Fort
William into a new sports and 
recreation area.

Construction started on
Monday in Plantation, which is 
recognised as one of the most
deprived areas in the Highlands, 
following a grant of more than
£247,000 from the Big Lottery.

A playpark, mini mountain bike
track, high wire, scramble net and 
adult fitness area will all feature
at Pine Grove as well as picnic 
tables and benches at viewpoints.

The plans are a result of five
years of work by Plantation 
Community Association (PCA) 
and hinged on a bid for funding 
from the Big Lottery Community 
Spaces Scotland fund, which
granted £247,436 in March last 
year. 

Helen MacKenzie, chairwoman
of PCA, said: ‘It’s just fantastic 
that work has finally started after 

DESCENDANTS of those killed
in the massacre of Glencoe
gathered on Friday to mark the
anniversary of the treacherous
attack.

This was the 323rd memorial
service to commemorate the
events of February 13 1692, when
38 members of the MacDonald
clan were killed in their beds and 
many more died of exposure on
the mountains when trying to 
escape government soldiers.

Pupils of Glencoe and St Bride’s
primary schools and members

A MUCH-LOVED south Lo-
chaber lady’s life was celebrated
when her son presented memori-
al cups to primary schools where
she served as a dinner lady.

Nana MacInnes worked in both
Ballachulish and Duror primary 
schools for almost 15 years until
the age of 73.

When she passed away after a
short illness in October last year
her family decided to commemo-
rate the great-grandmother with
trophies which will be presented
annually to a child from each
school for endeavour or citizen-
ship.

Erin MacCallum-Millar, six,
is the first to receive the Nana
MacInnes Memorial Cup for
Duror primary school after she
cut off seven inches of her hair
to be made into a wig for a child
cancer charity the Little Princess
Trust, raising almost £500 in the
process. Marilyn MacDonald,
head teacher at Duror, said: ‘Du-
ror primary school is delighted to
receive the Nana MacInnes Me-
morial cup. It was a unanimous
decision that in this first year, the
cup is being presented to Erin.

‘The whole school and commu-
nity is so proud of Erin and feel
she is a worthy first winner of 
Nana’s cup for showing outstand-
ing citizenship.’

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: members of Plantation Community Association and local children gather to
watch the progress of their new recreation area 20_f08plantation01

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

five years of hard work. It was a
bit of a struggle at the start but
we’ve been chomping at the bit to
get started ever since we got the
funding through.

‘We’re so glad we can do
something that will benefit the
community because it was just
muck, mire and overgrown and
it’s a good size of land.’

Lesley-Ann Boath, secretary 
of PCA, added: ‘We’re delighted 
that we can finally put something
back into this community  
because Plantation had nothing

for a long time and this will be
great for all ages. We’re really 
excited.’ 

The pair also thanked everyone 
who has helped make their dream 
a reality, with a special mention 
to the three builders who have 
worked through wind and rain 
this week. 

The hard work of the PCA 
committee was also recognised 
in November last year when 
they were named Tenant and 
Resident Group of the Year by 
Tenant Participation Advice 
Services Scotland. As well as 
planning the recreation area, the 
group regularly volunteers in the 
community and runs a kids club
every Wednesday. 

Thomas MacLennan,
councillor for Fort William and
Ardnamurchan and leader of 
the Lochaber Area Committee,
welcomed the work. He said: ‘It’s 
great to see the community doing 
something positive with this area 
and bringing all of these new 
facilities into the community.’

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES AS BIG LOTTERY CASH GOES INTO CREATING NEW SPORTS AND RECREATION AREA

GATHERING: The traditional march from Bridge of 
Coe to the Glencoe Memorial

20_f08glencoe01

Delight in Plantation as work 
starts on old course revamp

Descendants gather 
to mark massacre

We’ve been
chomping at
the bit to get 
started. ”

Helen MacKenzie
PCA chairwoman

WINNERS: John MacInnes presents the Nana MacInnes Memorial 
Cup to Ballachulish primary school pupils 20_f08nana01

HELPING YOUNG PATIENTS: Erin MacCallum-Millar is the fi rst Duror
primary school pupil to win the Nana MacInnes Memorial Cup for 

donating her hair to the Little Princess Trust

BUS DRIVERS are refusing
to use a stop months after
it was erected by Highland
council as they say it has not
been registered.

Angry public transport users
in Spean Bridge were shocked
to be told the new bus stop at 
Nursery Park in the village
could not be used, despite the 
months the community spent 
campaigning for it.  

The bus stop was erected in
December to serve the Fort
William - Inverness route run 
by CityLink but John Fother-
ingham, chairman of Spean
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achn-
acarry community council, 
said when he was waited for 
a bus there he has been told it 
is not an official stop and he
must use the one at the other 
end of the village. 

He said the organisations 
involved should be commu-
nicating better and said they 
have ‘a complete disregard for
the community’. He added: ‘I
complained to CityLink and 
was told it has not been reg-
istered as an official bus stop 
but it was erected by Highland
council four months ago.

‘I don’t know which one is at
fault but it seems to me like
a complete lack of common 
sense and communication
between the two. We fought 
continuously to have this
much-needed bus stop put in.
Now it’s here, we’re told we
can’t use it. It’s completely 
ridiculous’. 

A CityLink spokeswoman
said the bus stop was not cur-
rently registered but they were 
‘working through the neces-
sary processes’ to resolve this. 

A Highland council spokes-
woman said the problem was 
caused by a ‘misunderstand-
ing’. 

She added: ‘One of our 
transport officials met with 
Stagecoach, which operates 
the route under contract to 
Citylink, on Friday and they 
agreed bus drivers would stop 
there as of Monday (February 
16).’

A TRIAL of goose shooting in
the Western Isles could boost 
the local economy by putting 
the bird back on the menu.

The pilot of a planned three-
year cull on Lewis and Harris, 
launched on Monday, will
allow licenced landowners and
farm owners to kill geese in an 
attempt to reduce agricultural
damage caused by the bird 
while maintaining a steady 
population. 

But the project, by Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH) and 
the National Goose Manage-
ment Review Group, will also
trial the sale of the poultry 
under licence, allowing some 
hunters, hotel and restaurant
owners to provide a local-
ly-sourced high protein dish.

Similar trials are underway 
on Uist, Coll, Tiree and
Orkney, which have growing 
populations of greylag geese
which damage crops. 

Lewis-based Roddy Mac-
Minn of SNH said: ‘It is clear 
that the greylag goose pop-
ulation on Lewis and Harris
has increased significantly in 
recent years.

‘Since we began an annual
count in 2010 numbers have 
increased by more than 45 per
cent.  

‘We are responding to a 
request from the local goose 
management group to help
them manage the population 
to a more sustainable level.

‘Our initial target is for an
additional 2,200 geese to be
shot this year as we aim to de-
liver a significant population 
reduction by 2017.’

of the public also turned out to
pay their respects at the moving
commemorations, organised
by Clan Donald Highlands and
Islands, The Glencoe Heritage
Trust, and St Mary’s Church
Glencoe.

The day began with a requiem 
service in St Mary’s, followed by 
the traditional march from the
Bridge of Coe to the Glencoe
memorial where wreaths were
laid and another service was held. 

Reverend Adrian Fallows
officiated at both ceremonies.

A pupil from Ballachulish
primary school will be picked to
receive the cup in June, the end
of the academic year.

Sam Clark, head teacher, said:
‘Nana would approve of this
award as she was always encour-
aging the pupils to do their best
in every aspect of school life.

‘She enjoyed watching the pu-
pils receiving certificates, medals
and trophies.’

John MacInnes, the oldest child
of the late Ms MacInnes, present-
ed the trophies at Ballachulish
primary school on Friday.

He said: ‘Mum adored children,
and despite the family trying to
talk her into retirement on more 
than one occasion, it really was
a pointless exercise. Eventually,
after turning 73, we persuaded
her the time was right.

‘We feel as a family, this is one
of the last things we can do for
our mum, ensuring that her mem-
ory and attachment to the schools
will live on, and that in the years
to come when some pupil asks
who was Nana MacInnes, the
story of the wee cheery dinner
lady will re-emerge.’

The memorial trophies will
be handed down to the new
winner each year but the winning
children will receive a smaller
version to keep forever.

Schools celebrate much-loved Nana 

Bus stop confusion
irks passengers

Goose heads back 
onto the menu



Thursday 19 February, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS

TIMESLINE
Postal van thefts 
and Corsa stolen

Coastguard helps
pupils to safety

Shadow to fall on
West Highlands

Argyll council tax 
to stay the same

A ROYAL MAIL van had
parcels and letters stolen from 
it when it was left overnight in 
a residential area of Tobermory 
on Mull.

On the same night a Vauxhall 
Corsa car was taken from Main
Street in the village.

Both thefts happened 
sometime between 8pm on 
Wednesday, February 11 and
9am Thursday, February 12.

Witnesses are being sought. 

A TOTAL eclipse of the sun
will be visible in the West 
Highlands and islands for 
the first time in a decade in
the Northern hemisphere on
Friday, March 20.

People will witness up to
97 per cent of the sun being 
obscured by the moon at about
9.45am, which will cast a shad-
ow for less than three minutes.

THE COASTGUARD on
Benbecula led 59 pupils to safe-
ty on Monday after fears the 
tide might cut them off while 
the Balivanich primary chil-
dren were on an after-school 
cross-country activity session 
at the beach.

A Western Isles spokesman 
said: ‘No pupils were at risk at
any time but we appreciate the
vigilance of the coastguard.’

COUNCIL tax will be the
same in 2015-16 as it has been 
for the last eight years in Argyll 
and Bute.

Band D will remain at £1,178 
per year with payments to
Scottish Water in the same 
band of £410.85.

PLANS to install pontoons in
Oban Bay as early as this May 
have been warmly welcomed by 
the business community, follow-
ing years of wrangling over the
proposal. 

Oban-based councillor Roddy 

McCuish revealed the news at a 
meeting of Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles area committee last week, 
in response to a question by Neil 
Mackay, a former councillor who 
now works for business communi-
ty company BID4Oban.

Mr Mackay said plans due to 
be in place in 2011 ‘had never 
materialised’, adding that a lack 

of progress on the pontoon de-
velopment was limiting the town’s
offering to visiting sailors.  

Councillor McCuish said he was
‘pleased to be able to reveal’ that
six floating pontoons were being
sought by Argyll and Bute council
in time for the summer tourist
season.

Admitting the plans were ‘long 

overdue’, councillor McCuish 
continued: ‘Council officers are
currently looking for pontoons 
and we hope to get them in the 
water for May this year.

‘I am aware that cruise ships
such as The World (the world’s 
biggest cruise ship) and the 
Queen Mary 2 are coming to the 
town this year and it is important 
we look as though we are making
progress. 

‘It is great that we are moving 
forward at last.’

Councillor McCuish has met 
Oban Bay Marine, which initially 
proposed the project, but asked
those at the meeting to help
inform the business community.

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
BID4Oban, said: ‘We’ve worked
hard to make cruise ship visitors 
feel welcome in Oban, providing 
welcome packs tailored to specific 
vessels to businesses around town 
when a ship is due in port.

‘We are delighted to learn that it
will soon become very much easi-
er for passengers to come ashore. 

‘And we very much look forward 
to welcoming these visitors as the 
season progresses.

‘The new facility will be yet
another reason for people to love
Oban.’

A spokesman for Oban Bay 
Marine (OBM), which has been 
granted planning permission for a
transit marina berthing in the bay,
said on Tuesday: ‘We met coun-
cillors Roddy McCuish, Elaine
Robertson and Iain MacLean on 
Friday and they explained their 
idea for the pontoons.

‘OBM is still in discussion with 
the council vis-à-vis longer-term 
proposals for a marina in Oban
Bay.

‘But until such time as it has
details of the temporary proposal 
that can be shared with OBM, we 
can’t make any comment.’

BID4Oban’s business plan 
states developments in the bay 
are vital for attracting visitors to 
Oban, which will generate consid-
erable revenue for the town.

Oban pontoons on crest of 
a wave for summer season
LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

WAVE OF ENTHUSIASM: BID4Oban’s Neil Mackay and Graeme Bass welcome the news about the
imminent arrival of the Oban Bay pontoons 16_t08pont7

COWGIRL: It was more than 
beginner’s luck at play when 
smiley nine-year-old Emily 
Armstrong helped her father,
Mark, win a trophy at last 
weekend’s Highland Cattle 
Society show in Oban livestock 
centre. 

The Tiree primary school
pupil had never shown cattle
before but helped her family’s

Balemartine fold win the year-
ling heifer championship. 

Emily was also runner-up in 
the young handlers’ competi-
tion and is desperate to enter 
the show ring again, even ask-
ing her father if she could take
her trophy into school.  
For more on this year’s spring
show and sale, turn to pages 

16 and 17.             16_t08highland02

A CHAMPION LASS

A FAULTY cable underneath
a dirty duct on the main road
from Oban is hampering tele-
phones in the Connel area.

Residents in Lora View,
North Connel have complained
of faulty landlines since the
middle of January but BT said
it will be next week before the
problem can be fixed.

Carol Turnbull of Lorn View 
said: ‘I’ve been without my BT

landline for a week. My neigh-
bour two doors down has been 
without a telephone connection
since January 18.’

Louise Steel, who lives in 
the same street, has made a
complaint about a constant
‘crackling’ on the line. 

A spokesman for BT Scotland 
apologised for the delay and 
said it was working hard to fix 
the fault.

He continued: ‘Openreach 
engineers traced the problem
to a faulty cable underneath the 
A85. Engineers attempted to
fix the fault at the beginning of 
the month but a number of un-
derground ducts were identified 
which require unblocking. 

‘The earliest date provided
by BEAR Scotland to close the 
road is next Monday (February 
23).’

Customers dish the dirt over landlines

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made
up 75.5% of the

raw material for UK
newspapers in 2004

FW

A MULTI-partnership
effort to clear up an
area of Oban has been
heralded a success by an
Oban-based councillor.

Elaine Robertson, who
serves the Oban, North
and Lorn ward, had her
gardening gloves on and
rolled her sleeves up to 
help clear up an area of 
ground on Longsdale Ter-
race, next to Hazeldene
Crescent, on Monday.

She was joined by those 
on Community Payback 
orders, formerly known 
as community service, 
staff from ISS - the main 
ground maintenance
contractor for Argyll
Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and 
residents who live on the 
street.

Councillor Robertson 
explained: ‘The main idea
behind this endeavour 

was a multi-partnership
effort, to get an area
tidied up that has been
sorely needing it for a
long time. There is a bit 
of confusion as to who
actually owns some of the
land, so Argyll and Bute
council, ACHA, ISS,
the community payback 
workers and residents
coming together for the
work has been a great
success.’

Pictured is councillor Elaine Robertson with Longsdale Crescent residents, 
and representatives from ISS, ACHA, along with Kevin Lock, the Community 

Payback scheme supervisor. 16_t08gardening01

People power helps to 
clean up Longsdale

Sound of music heard 
over the sea to Skye

A FEW well-kent local
faces headlined the
February club night of 
Oban accordion and
fiddle club.

Hector MacFadyen on
lead accordion, Mat-
thew MacLennan on
piano, Maurice Duncan
on fiddle and Kevin
McGlynn on drums
brought out a fantastic
turnout to the town’s

Royal Hotel. Hector,
who has been playing at 
the club since 1978, kept
the night going with 
non-stop music, a few 
jokes and even a song. 

Oban and Lorn 
Strathspey and Reel 
Society also came along
to play a few sets, kindly 
giving up their practise
night to support the
club.

Other supporting 
players were chairman 
Michael Garvin, Caitlin 
Curran, Liam Ma-
cLean, Janet Graham, 
Daniel Hobbs and 
Seumas McArthur.

Next month’s guest 
band is the Andy Kain 
Trio, which will play on 
March 5 in the Royal 
Hotel. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

The Hector MacFadyen band. t08accordion1no

Feet kept tapping at Oban music club

TRAVELLERS on a 
Highland ferry service 
were surprised with
an impromptu musical
performance.

Trombonist Simon
Johnson and trumpet
player Hedley Ben-
son, two members of 
the BBC’s Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra,
joined passengers of the
Skye-Raasay boat last
week before unveiling
their instruments and
playing for the bemused
onlookers.

The surprise concert is 
part of a UK-wide classi-
cal music education pro-
ject and Portree-based 
ATLAS Arts joined the 
BBC to implement work-
shops on Skye last week.

Pupils of all of the isle’s
primary schools, Portree
high school and Sabhal 

Mor Ostaig enjoyed vis-
its during the residency 
and the primary chil-
dren also had exclusive
access to the orchestra’s
rehearsal for a concert
on Friday night. 

Norma Bolton, music
development officer for
Highland council, said:
‘A long time has been 
spent discussing and
planning this residency       

and it will be very excit-
ing for so many pupils 
on Skye to experience 
the unique thrill of 
seeing and hearing a
full symphony orchestra
and getting involved in
a much closer way with
the musicians at the 
workshop sessions.  

‘I’m sure this unique
experience will be talked
about for many years.’

Bemused passengers of the Skye to Raasay ferry 
enjoyed an impromptu performance by Hedley 

Benson, left, and Simon Johnson



Thursday 19 February, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 11NEWS
FW

HURRY!
When they’re gone, they’re gone

SALE NOW ON THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field
 £4.50 (inc. UK P&P)

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

2015
Calendars

Scottish Field
Large g £6.99 (inc. UK P&P)( )

Arran Banner 
Isle of Arran 

£4.50 (inc. UK P&P)

Oban Times 
West Highland 

£4.50 (inc. UK P&P)
to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 01371 851 868

Càisg - Easter 2015

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK | cg@smo.uhi.ac.uk

In 2015 why not spend a week on Skye at Scotland’s National Centre 
for Gaelic language & culture?  Our courses include Gaelic language & 
song, traditional musicand dance. For Easter 2015, we will be running a spe-
cial course for native speakers of any level who seek to improve their  
 reading, writing and speaking skills.

30/03 - 03/04/15 06/04 - 10/04/2015

Gàidhlig / Gaelic Levels 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 Gàidhlig / Gaelic Levels 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

Dannsa-ceum
Step Dancing with Sophie Stephenson

Fidheall / Fiddle with Gabe McVarish

Gàidhlig do dh’ fhileantaich
Gaelic for Native Speakers

Òrain Ghàidhlig
Christine Primrose’s Gaelic Song Course

THE OBAN Times can ex-
clusively reveal that a further
3,000 tickets will go on sale
this Sunday for the Skerryvore
Decade concert at Mossfield
Stadium, Oban.

Organisers admit they ‘un-
derestimated’ the interest in 
the gig to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the trad rock 
band, which traces its roots to 
the Isle of Tiree.

But after 1,500 early bird
tickets sold out in 55 minutes 
and a further 1,500 sold in 
less than 30 minutes last
week, organisers have agreed
to double the capacity at the 
May 30 event.

The potential audience of 
6,000 is far and away the big-
gest for a concert headlined 
by Skerryvore and founding
band member and accordion 
player Daniel Gillespie, who 
hails from Tiree, said the tick-
et rush took him by surprise.

Daniel, who had initially 
expected to sell around 2,000
tickets, added: ‘Our decision 
to release a further 3,000
tickets is based on letting as
many people as possible come 
along.

‘Through the ticket provider 
Eventbrite, we monitored
the second batch of tickets
and they were allocated in 
minutes with purchases being
made as far away as Norway,
Denmark, Germany and a
huge number from England.
There were as many as 4,000
people in the ticket shop.

‘This event is a great oppor-
tunity, not just for the band, 
but for Oban too.’

Skerryvore Decade is being 
organised in conjunction
with BID4Oban and features 
guests including Manran, the 
Red Hot Chilli Pipers and 
Sharon Shannon.

After agreeing to increase 
capacity, organisers have
invested in an artificial grass 
carpet to cover and protect 
the Mossfield pitch.

Neil Mackay, events manag-
er for BID4Oban, said: ‘We 
are delighted to be working 
with Skerryvore to produce a
high profile and quality event 
such as this, one that the 
community can be proud of.’

Tickets will go on sale at
4pm on Sunday from the web-
site skerryvoredecade.com

Anniversary gig is 
big ticket item as 
demand from fans 
is overwhelming

Town’s pipe band 
in the soup over 
Valentine’s event
OBAN pipe band hall was a 
popular venue on Saturday when 
a good number of locals turned
out to support the band’s Val-
entine’s Day soup lunch.

A selection of homemade 
soups was enjoyed and the St. 
Valentine’s theme was very 
evident in the excellent display 
of home baking.

The committee and band mem-
bers expressed their gratitude to
all the supporters who took the 
time to bake, to help with the 
serving and to the many people
who came along and supported 
the event.

The soup lunch raised the 
sum of £478, which will be used 
towards the band’s travel costs
during the 2015 competition 
season.

TASTY TREAT:
Rachael Steward, 7,
from North Connel, 
sampled some of the 
Valentine’s-themed baking 
at the soup lunch 

A LEADING trades unionist 
has raised concerns that
workers’ conditions could be
put in jeopardy, as the Clyde
and Hebridean Ferries Ser-
vices (CHFS) tender process 
begins.

Stephen Boyd, who is assis-
tant secretary of the Scottish
Trades Union Congress, told 
MSPs in Holyrood about his
fears over privatisation of the
service at a meeting earlier 

this month. The contract is
currently held by operator
Caledonian MacBrayne
(CalMac), but goes out to full
tender in October.

There has been renewed in-
terest from other operators in
the Scottish government-sub-
sidised contract.

Mr Boyd said: ‘We want safe-
guards put in place to protect 
pensions, wages and worker 
conditions. There are seamen
who are paid below minimum 
wage. We need to ensure that 
never happens.

‘It’s a concern to find out
who is going to bid for the 
contract. Despite the criticism
they get, CalMac does a good
job on what is a fundamental
lifeline service for people on
these island routes.

‘Nobody wants to see the
service become privatised and
suffer in quality as a conse-
quence.’

Part of the briefing present-
ed by Mr  Boyd highlighted
fears that if the CHFS
contract was privatised, the
Scottish government could be

exposing Scottish seafarers to
the low-cost crewing practices 
common in other areas of the
UK shipping industry.

According to Mr Boyd, some
non-UK seafarers working on
vessels around the Scottish
and UK coastline are paid 
below minimum wage, with
one Lithuanian firm paying
£1.64 an hour.

MSP for Argyll and Bute,
Michael Russell, who attend-
ed the meeting, said there 
was cross-party support for 
the ferry tender remaining a 

public service. ‘There were 
elected members present at 
the meeting from Labour, 
some independent and others
from the SNP, including John 
Swinney,’ he said.

‘There was very strong 
support for the trade union
position that CalMac needs 
to remain a public service. In 
fact, not one person in attend-
ance felt CalMac should be 
privatised. The SNP strongly 
supports the belief of the trade 
unions that CalMac remains a 
public body.’

Russell supports union’s case to keep island 
lifeline ferry services in public ownership
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

THE FORMER Rockfield pri-
mary school in Oban will be sold 
to the community for £1,000 - but 
it won’t receive the cash it needs
to get rid of dry rot.

 understands 
that the cash offer from Oban
Community Trust (OCT) is
expected to be recommended
to Argyll and Bute council at its
meeting in April – but a ‘bag of 
cash’ to rid the building of dry rot
would not be on offer.

The decision on the future of 
the B-listed Victorian building
was made in private at last week’s 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area
committee.

 led objections
to the secrecy around the deci-
sion-making process.

Committee chairwoman Elaine
Robertson, deputising for coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish who had
declared an interest in the mat-
ter, said allowing the press to stay 
in the meeting was ‘not in its gift’ 
due to the commercial sensitivity 
of bidders.

Before press and public were 
excluded, councillors heard an
impassioned plea from the OCT 
chairman, solicitor Gordon
MacNab, who said the group was
prepared to take on the building 

‘after the dry rot treatment was
completed’.

Mr MacNab said: ‘All we would
ask the council to tackle is the
problem of dry rot. We have
shown that the building can be
saved and will not be demolished.

‘Don’t come back and tell
us there is no money. We are
offering £1,000 and you [the
council] treat the dry rot at a

cost of £50,000 - £60,000. The 
reinstatement [of the building] 
will be much, much more.’

‘You are being asked to support 
this project,’ he said. 

‘It represents hope - this is spe-
cial. A massive amount of work 
has been done by only a few of us.
The potential of this is project is 
huge.’

A council spokeswoman 

confirmed the Oban, Lorn and
the Isles area committee had
made recommendations to be 
considered by the full council,
but added: ‘It is not possible to 
provide any more details at this
stage because this is an exempt
item, but council officers contin-
ue to work with the community 
group as it makes progress with
its business case.’

STRONG TIES: Fiona Campbell Smith ties a ribbon to the fence around Rockfi eld last summer to
symbolise its enduring bonds with the people of Oban

Island partnership 
over missing link
AN ISLAND road that has 
been compared to a cart track 
by councillors will be replaced 
with a modern link road - but
only if residents can help raise 
the cash.

Argyll and Bute council had 
previously agreed to help find 
money for a community-led 
initiative on Kerrera to link 
the north and south of the 
island by road.

Historically, the island has 
supported two communities: 
one at the north of the island
linked to the mainland 
by Oban’s North Pier and 
another at the south with a
ferry at Gallanach. 

A topographical survey, 
funded by the council, will 
assess the viability of the 
project and, importantly, lay 
down the extent of the work 
required.

But the council has warned
it cannot fully fund the 

project, the cost of which last 
year was estimated somewhere
between £600,000 and £1
million. 

Island landowner Dunollie
Estates has advised that it
would be prepared to allow 
the ground for the road to be
‘acquired’ by the community,
to enable it to apply for grant
funding.

At a meeting of the council’s
Oban, Lorn and the Isles
area committee last week, 
chairman councillor Roddy 
McCuish said: ‘I find it quite
incredible that Kerrera doesn’t 
have a road linking one end of 
the island to the other.

‘This is an opportunity to 
see what we could do for the
island by working in partner-
ship with them.

‘This will be a communi-
ty-led bid but it is good that
Dunollie Estate is doing
something that is vital for the
community. Kerrera needs
to have this infrastructure in
place.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

As The Oban Times went to 
press Alison Chadwick, a board 
member of OBM, said the group
had still not heard anything about
the outcome of the meeting.

Ms Chadwick said: ‘We sub-
mitted our business case by the
end of November. We have the 
overwhelming backing of the 
community and the unanimous 
backing of the community coun-
cil.

‘It is disappointing that to date
we have not heard anything from 
the council.’

OCT has previously highlight-
ed the need for urgency by the
council in reaching a decision, 
having estimated the cost of dry 
rot would rise by around £1,200 
a day.

A council insider, who asked
not to be named, told The Oban
Times the debate between coun-
cillors lasted 40 minutes. 

They continued: ‘But in light 
of the council’s huge deficit it
was deemed necessary to draw
the line at passing on £50,000 - 
£60,000 to the group.

‘It would have been very 
difficult to pass the decision 
with a balloon payment and get
a positive decision from the full
council.

‘This way, the group has a fight-
ing chance to secure the building
in May.’

Political pundit in 
Grassroots debate

Loch Etive appeal
heard this week

Dementia group’s 
inspirational talk 

A test triumph for
Oban’s racing ace

WILLIAMS Formula One
(F1) test driver Susie Wolff 
will drive the team’s 2015 car,
the FW37, at Barcelona today 
(Thursday), the opening day 
of F1’s second pre-season test.

The 32-year-old driver, who
is originally from Oban, has
been handed a bigger role at
Williams after an impressive
season last year.

She will be testing the car
alongside world champions
Lewis Hamilton, Kimi Raik-
konen and Jenson Buttong.

WRITER, political com-
mentator and research fellow
Gerry Hassan will be the guest
of Oban’s Grassroots cafe next
month.

Mr Hassan will be speaking
about a changing Scotland at
the Corran halls’ McCaig suite
on March 5 at 7.30pm.

His activities include speak-
ing at conferences and events
in Scotland, the UK and inter-
nationally on themes ranging
from contemporary Scotland,
the UK, social change and
imagining the future.

No grey areas as 
cinema is packed
FIFTY Shades of Grey, the 
risqué movie blockbuster
about a relationship between 
a multi-millionaire and a
student, has sold out at Oban 
Phoenix cinema.

The excitement shown in the 
film has led to extra shows 
being added to the cinema’s 
programme schedule.

A DECISION by Argyll and
Bute council to grant permis-
sion for a 10-cage fish farm on
Loch Etive is the subject of an 
appeal at the Court of Session
that began this week.

Protest group Friends of 
Loch Etive (FOLE) took legal 
action against the unanimous
decision of the planning 
committee last year to grant 
permission for the Dawnfresh
fish farm at Sailean Ruadh.

FOLE said it was appealing 
the decision as Dawnfresh al-
ready operated five fish farms
on the loch.

AN EVENING of discussion
with two people who have
suffered from mental health
issues has been described as 
‘inspirational’ by a dementia
adviser from Oban.

Around 80 people attended
a question and answer session
on February 11 at the Phoenix 
cinema in George Street,
where local women Agnes
Houston and Nancy McAdam
discussed their experiences of 
living with dementia.

The session was part of the
Scottish mental Health Arts
and Film festival, supported 
by the NHS, with 50 per cent
of the money from tickets sales
going to supporting people
with dementia and their carers.

The evening was organised
by Alzheimer Scotland’s Oban 
Dementia Resource centre.
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LAST Saturday’s results: Jimmy 
Marshall Cup first round - 
Dunoon 1, Jamesown 2, Easthall 
Star 1, Oban Saints 4; Coronation 
Cup -  Rossvale 1, Tarbert 3; 
SAFL Premier Division - Alba
Thistle 2 v Campbeltown Pupils 2; 
Premier Division Two - Dunoon
Athletic 1 v Port Glasgow 3; Pais-
ley 2, Lochgilphead Red Star 2.

 This weekend’s fixtures: Jim-
my Marshall Cup second round - 
Haldane United v Campbeltown
Pupils; Premier Division - Busby 
v Oban Saints; Premier Division 
One - Dunoon v Shawlands; Pre-
mier Division Two - Lochgilphe-
ad Red Star v South Camlachie; 
Easthall Star v Dunoon Athletic.
Tarbert no game.  

Scottish Amateur
League results
and fi xtures

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Football

Saints Youths 
results and fi xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: Under
13s 9, Dumbarton United Blacks
0; Saints goalscorers were Euan 
Finlay (3), Aaron MacKay 
(2), Cammy Clark (2), Gavin 
Forgrieve and Daniel Sloss. 
Under 14s no game; Under 15s 5 
v Renton Craigandro 1; Scoring 
for Saints were Lewis Buchanan 
(3), Ruaridh Horne and Martin 
Rennie. Under 16s 2, Lochgil-
phead Red Star 2. Scorers for 
Oban were Ross MacMillan and 
Arik MacKechnie; Ardencaple 
0, Under 19s 2. On target for 
Saints were Connor Howe and 
Douglas MacLeod.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Arden-
caple v Under 13s; Under 14s v 
Ardencaple; Under 15s v Renton 
Craigandro; Lochgilphead red 
Star v Under 16s; Under 19s v 
Ardencaple.

Football

Athletic match fails 
to take place

OBAN Athletic were left kicking 
their heels last Saturday when
opponents Glasgow West failed
to travel to Oban to fulfill the
fixture.
 Athletic have been awarded 
the three points by the West
of Scotland AFL executive
committee.
 This Saturday the Oban side
are scheduled to be at home to 
Antonine. The match will be 
played at Glencruiten with a 
2pm kick-off

Swimming

Taynuilt teenager 
wins bronze medal

A TAYNUILT teenager has won
bronze at the National Schools
Swimming Finals in Aberdeen.

Connor MacNeil was third in 
the final of the 200 metres but-
terfly with a time of 2.13.22.

Connor also swam in the 100 
metres butterfly on the same
day and came fourth in a time of 
1.00.62.

The Strathallan school pupil 
was swimming in the boys’ 17 to
19 year age group.

National champion jumper has 
set her sights on raising the bar
A TALENTED young island 
athlete is once again scaling the 
height of Scottish athletics after 
claiming her second national title 
within a year.

Molly Reade, from Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull, took gold in the 
under-15 high jump at Scottish
National Age Group Indoor
Championships at the Emirates 
Arena in Glasgow on Sunday.

The 14-year-old had won silver 
at the under-16 Scottish Schools 
Indoor Championships two 
weeks previously and won gold
at the outdoor schools cham-
pionships in June 2014 in the 
under-14s high jump.

In winning the Scottish title at 
the weekend, the 5-foot-10-inch 
Tobermory high school pupil had
clear jumps all the way to 1.60
metres, where she narrowly failed

that height. But the winning
jump of 1.55 metres matched her 
personal best - and she is confi-
dent that the elusive 1.60 metres 
is not far off.

Molly said: ‘The national com-
petitions are always nerve-wrack-
ing and exciting but you don’t re-
ally know what’s going to happen,
so it was great to win.’

The Mull youngster said she felt 
‘proud’ after she received mes-
sages of congratulations from 
across the island.

The absence of track and field
facilities in Argyll and the added 
journey time of living on an 
island puts Molly at an imme-
diate disadvantage. But she has 
adapted a training regime while
at home, using a trampoline in

her garden and a wall at the end
of her parents’ driveway for her
strength and conditioning work.

She devotes one night a week to 
high jump training at Mull Ath-
letics Club with Bill MacCallum
and Richard Henderson in the
high school.

Molly’s mother, Shona, said:
‘The belief that Bill and Richard
have shown in her is amazing and
has contributed greatly to her
success.

‘She trains on a wall outside
our house, Lephain, and lots of 
people will see her in her high 
visibility vest.’

Having only started competing
in the high jump aged 11, Molly 
has come a long way in the past 
three years and has received two
sessions from high jump coach
Ken Allen.

After a short break, the outdoor
season, including the Highland
games circuit, beckons for Molly, 
who aims to surpass 1.60 metres
this year.

Shaun Doy, from Mid Argyll
Athletic Club, won bronze in the
under 15s pole vault at the indoor
national championships on Sun-
day, clearing a new personal best 
of 2.40 metres.

This was a remarkable perfor-
mance considering Shaun does
not have access to pole vault fa-
cilities locally and achieved this 
using a training vaulting pole.

Another Mid Argyll athlete,
Alfie Smith from Tayvallich, just
missed a medal in the under-13s

high jump, finishing fourth.
He also placed sixth in the shot

putt.
Other Argyll athletes just miss-

ing out on medals were Emma
Thompson from Oban who was
fourth in the under-17s high
jump, clearing 1.55 metres and
Murdo Masterton from Dunbeg,
who was fourth in the under-17s
shot putt. Murdo threw 13.12me-

tres in a competition where boys
from England and Northern 
Ireland filled the top two places.

Finbar Dunne, from Oban, 
made a promising debut in the 
under-15 age group, throwing 
9.15 metres in the shot putt to 
finish seventh.

On Saturday Ben Coates from
Kilmore was unfortunate to get 

injured while contesting both 
the 60m sprint and 60m hurdles 
in the under-17s. Ben won his 60 
metres heat in 7.49 and qualified 
for the final in the 60m hurdles 
but then had to withdraw from
both events. Ben recently won 
bronze at the Scottish Schools 
Championships in the over-16s 60 
metres hurdles, recording a new 
personal best of 8.59 seconds.WINNING: Molly Reade, centre, with her gold medal Photos: Bobby Gavin

TITLE: Molly Reade matched her personal best in winning the national under-15 
high jump championship 

A FLEDGLING martial arts
club in Oban is now a big hit on 
the national scene after its 10 
team members took home five
medals from a competition in
Glasgow.

Oban Mix Martial Arts
(MMA), which formed four years 
ago, competed last Saturday at
Submission Quest, a nogi Brazil-
ian-style ju-jitsu tournament at 
Bellahouston sports centre.

The ground submission fighting
tournament was the first that 
Oban MMA has attended with a
10-man team and attracted clubs 
from all over Scotland.

Coach Iain ‘Coogie’ Potter said: 
‘The standard was as high as I’ve 
seen and everyone had at least
five fights.

‘It is the first time we have taken 
a proper team to a tournament 
like this and it has been a big
step up for us because we used 
to struggle to get anyone to these
competitions.

‘This style of fighting is getting
really big in Scotland and the 
standard has gone up in recent 
years. A few clubs even have
Brazilian coaches - so to come
away with five medals is a great
achievement.’

Oban MMA’s medals came
across five different weight 
categories: Chris Rowan won
bronze in the under-73kg weight 
category; Mateusz Grabice won 
silver in the under-79kg category; 

MMA men make their mark 

Mixed martial arts

Athletics

Dawid Loukil won silver in
the under-85kg category; Scott
McKeitch won silver in the un-
der-97 kg category and Brendan 
McMillan won bronze in the
97kg category.

Coogie added: ‘I think that a
few years ago we were under-es-

The Oban MMA team won fi ve medals at Submission Quest.

timated and we had the element 
of surprise.

‘But now the other clubs know 
about us and realise we will be 
competing for medals, so it is 
harder for us to win things.

‘We try to learn as much as we 
can from seminars and I teach 

myself from books but the sport 
is constantly evolving, so we 
need to try and keep up with the
changes.’

Oban MMA meets at 7.30pm 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays in the Oban martial arts 
centre above Stoddarts of Oban.

THE LANCASTER ‘A’ made 
the daunting journey over the 
Connel bridge last Thursday to
play the on-form Lochnell.

Due to unforeseen circum-
stances The Lancaster had not
hit a ball in frustration for three
weeks, in contrast to the home
side, who in their opponents’ ab-
sence had been picking up weekly 
plaudits.

A defeat for the Lancaster ‘A’ 
would take the championship out 
of their hands mathematically, 
meaning they would need an 
unlikely slip up from defending
champions the Lochavullin’s
Cellar.

If the visitors did not realise
the magnitude of the task facing 
them before the opening leg, two
hours into play the cold reality 
of their precarious situation hit 
them so hard it could have regis-
tered on the Richter scale.

Staring down the barrel of 
defeat, on the wrong end of a 
4-1 scoreline, the Lancaster ‘A’ 
started to climb off the canvas 

and fight back. As the games
were pulled back one by one, and
the balance of power shifting, it
was evident the hosts’ self-doubt 
was running in tandem.

Each shot was now played with
trepidation as both sets of players
waited on the other to falter and 
eventually one did, allowing the
Lancaster to secure what looked
an unlikely two points.

The current title holders, the
Lochavullin’s Cellar still lead
the way this season after another 
comfortable victory. 

Markie Dan’s ‘B’ were next to
falter against the champions and, 
despite having home advantage,
were helpless to stop the on-
slaught as the result was decided
before the doubles section.

The third and final match of 
the week saw The Gluepot ease
to victory over a despondent
Lochavullin outfit.

Results: Lochnell 4-6 Lancaster
A; Markie Dans B 3-7 Lochavul-
lin’s Cellar ; Lochavullin 2-8 
Gluepot.

Fixtures today (Thursday):
Markie Dans A v Lochavullin’s
Cellar. 

Pool

Lancaster maintain title
challenge with comeback

Volleyball tournament debut
THE FIRST ever Argyll secondary school volleyball festival was held 
recently in Atlantis Leisure centre in Oban.

Hosted by Lorn volleyball club, the event on February 3 was part of 
the MacVolley Festival, an annual Scottish school tournament run by 
the Scottish Volleyball Association (SVA) with teams of both primary 
and secondary school pupils.

There were six teams competing in the primary 6 and 7 group. Two
teams of S1 and S2 pupils from both Kinlochleven and Ballachulish
high schools played Oban high, which was represented with three
squads. 

Altogether, 38 children took part in an action-packed day of vol-
leyball, with Taynuilt victorious in the primary school tournament 
and Oban high school’s second team taking the spoils amongst the
secondary pupils.

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

PlPleeasease 
ttapape your 
££1 coin

herh e

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1800
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50£ £
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be
awarded that week.

O

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

S Cameron, 
Lochy Road, 
Fort William

T Emslie, 
Rhuvaal Road, 
Oban

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.

Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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Starter’s orders for 
new running event 
Athletics

Rugby

Rugby club dinner 
tickets up for grabs

LOCHABER got back to win-
ning ways last Saturday with a
narrow victory against visiting 
Shetland in the Caledonia league,
north division two.

With the sun shining on Banavie 
on Saturday, the home side antic-
ipated a tough game as bottom of 
the league Shetland has a style of 
play which has troubled them for
a few seasons. 

Lochaber started well and put
in a series of attacking plays that 
allowed them to camp inside the 
Shetland 22 for more than 10 
minutes but an aggressive de-
fence, a feature of the day, from 
Shetland kept the scores at 0-0.

After a break out Lochaber
gave away a penalty and Shetland
duly punished Lochaber to go 0-3
up. 

That again galvanised the Lo-
chaber attack and after several 
waves of attack, a fine flowing 
move saw Mike McLeish going
over for a well-worked and de-
served try.

Just three minutes later Jack 
Baxter scored Lochaber’s second 
try which was converted giving 
a halftime score of 12-3 to the 
home side. After the restart

AT ONLY 18 years old, Lochaber 
Phoenix boxer Igor Sliwinski 
showed his talent this weekend 
when he took on three-time 
British champion Lewis Benson. 

Although the verdict went to 
Benson, the Edinburgh boxer 
who has also been Scottish
champion four times, there was 
applause for  Sliwinski in a tough 
bout which marked only his sec-
ond senior contest. 

The opening round of the Scot-
tish Championship preliminaries 
on Saturday saw Benson try to
goad Sliwinski into making a
mistake but the teen feinted reg-
ularly as he came forward to try 
and counter the counterpuncher.

Benson edged this round but
both boxers worked well at a 
strong pace.

TICKETS are still available for 
Lochaber Rugby Club’s dinner 
dance next month.

The Moorings Hotel event on 
March 21 will also include the 
club’s annual prizegiving.

Tickets or tables of eight can be
booked by calling 07979338286. 

NOW 16 weeks into the Lochaber 
Building Supplies ten pin bowling 
league, things remain tight at the 
top in both competitions. 

Alleycats stay in the lead of the 
scratch division with 67 points, 
with The Creeps in second place 
with 66 points and Artoe/Nevis 
Radio in third with 64. 

In the handicap division 
Alleycats have regained the top 
spot with 59 points. Last week’s 
winners, Rotavators, move to 
second place, also on 59 points
with Ardtoe/Nevis Radio in third 
with 57. 

The top individual scratch game 
this week came from Rossamy 
Wareing of  Ardtoe/Nevis Radio, 
with a score of 207. Other good
games came from Steven Burns, 
The Creeps, with 188 and Tony 

DARREN Sutherland was 
the winner of this season’s
Tradewinds singles darts league.

The victor beat Martyn Cam-
eron in the semi-final before
achieving a 4-2 defeat over
Duncan Carmichael, who got his
place in the final after beating 
John Matheson in their semi-fi-
nal clash. 

The top eight players from
the previous 10 weeks of the 
competition gathered in Corpach 
for the event on Friday and the
consolation final was won by 
Stevie Clydesdale who beat John 
Woods 3-2. 

Quick legs of the night were 11
darts by Martyn Cameron, 14
darts by Darren Sutherland and a
15-dart leg by James Whyte, and 
the highest finish of the night was 
101 by Michael Slesser. 

Continuing the high standard
of darts, 11 180s were scored, 
three by James Whyte, three by 
Ian Robertson, all in one game, 
two by Duncan Carmichael and
Martyn Cameron respectively 
and one by Darren Sutherland.

Organiser Duncan Carmichael 
called the league a ‘big success’
and welcomed all new players to
Tradewinds bar, Corpach, at 8pm 
on a Friday to take part. 

CLEAR, crisp and cool weather 
made for perfect conditions for 
this year’s Lochaber Athletic 
Club (LAC) Blackwater Dam 
race. 

It was a clear win for the LAC 
field, as the top three runners
were local.  Michael Bossard
was first of the 53 runners in 
Kinlochleven on Sunday, fin-
ishing the route in one hour, 17 
minutes and three seconds, 52 
seconds ahead of second place
Tom Smith, with Stephen Burns 
finishing third in one hour, 20 
minutes and seven seconds. 

Continuing the Lochaber vic-
tory, Diane Baum was first lady 
home and 11th overall, crossing 
the finish line in one hour, 28 
minutes and seven seconds. 

Race marshall and LAC chair-
man Ian Adams wasn’t so lucky,
as he suffered a puncture at the 
turn point on the dam wall and 
ended up taking his bike for a 
long walk all the way home. 

Aileen Duncan of Lochaber 
was the only competitor not to 
complete the race, as she  twisted 

A NEW Fort William running 
event is to make its debut this
weekend.

Runduro, by No Fuss Events, 
will take in 20km through the 
town and Glen Nevis, with a mix 
of timed and non-timed stages,
to allow the many visiting com-
petitors to take in the stunning
scenery on Saturday (February 
21).

Eight racing stages will make up
11km of the route, while the rest
will give participants an oppor-
tunity to relax, catch their breath 
and take in the views.

As a fringe event of the Fort 
William Mountain Festival, the 
race will start and finish from 
Cameron Square, with registra-
tion from 7.30am. 

Runners can enter the race at
www.nofussevents.co.uk

FORT William Football Club 
went down 4-0 to Nairn County 
for the second time in a fortnight 
at the weekend.

The Claggan side travelled to 
Station Park for the Highland
League fixture on Saturday and
the scoreline matched that of 
the Breedon Aggregrates cup 
preliminary round played on 
January 31.

But Fort manager Calum Ma-
cLean said he was disappointed

Lochaber back to winning ways
Lochaber wanted to put some 
distance between the sides but
it was Shetland who, after some
very aggressive work at the 
breakdown, managed to score a
penalty and then a try in short 
order which brought the score to 
12-13 to the visitors.

This seemed to sting the Loch-
aber side who responded through
another fine try for Euan Larter, 
which was also converted to make
it 19-13.

Lochaber had an opportunity 
to go further ahead but unfor-
tunately missed the penalty 
attempt, but this game still had a
twist left and with two minutes to 
go Lochaber again camped inside 
the Shetland 22.

Shetland somehow managed
to win the ball and break out to 
score a try meaning if they could 
score the conversion they would
win.

But the attempt was missed,
giving Lochaber the victory in 
what coach Stewart Sandison 
called ‘a well-deserved victory in 
a very tough game’. 

This Saturday Lochaber will 
travel east to take on Aberdeen 
University in the Caledonia
league.

The next home game will be
against Garioch on Saturday 
March 7. VICTORY: Lochaber’s Calum MacDonald making the break 

Lochaber       19
Shetland 18
Caledonia North Division Two

in the referee’s decision to award 
a penalty to Nairn at the start of 
the second half, which saw Conor 
Gethings bring the score to 2-0. 

He said: ‘It was never a penalty,
the referee must have been the
only person in the whole ground
who thought it should have been 
a penalty. Even the Nairn team
seemed embarrassed that it had 

been awarded. We had been play-
ing well in the first half and that
just totally knocked the stuffing 
out of us.

‘That decision may have cost us
the game’.

As The Oban Times went to 
print, the  Fort boys were pre-
paring for a clash against Rothes
last night (Wednesday), in the
first game at Claggan Park since
November. Speaking ahead of 
the game, MacLean said: ‘This is 

a really big one for us and we’ve
got Rothes away on Saturday too.

‘I’m feeling confident, we’re
playing at home and we are above
them [Rothes] in the league,
so there’s no reason not to be
confident.

‘If we get the six points from
these games it will pull us up
from the pack below us.’

The next game at Claggan park 
will be against Inverurie Locos
on Saturday February 28.

Fort William cuffed at County

her ankle during the final stretch.
The next race will be the Vitri-

fied Fort on March 1, from Glen
Nevis restaurant. Registration
from 10am.

Top 20 finishers, LAC unless
otherwise stated: 1 Michael Boss
1:17:03; 2 Tom Smith 1:17:55; 3 
Stephen Burns 1:20:07; 4 Luke
Taylor, Highland Hill Runners,
1:20:07; 5 Tim Brand 1:23:06; 6 
Stephen Burns (junior) 1:24:11;
7 Bruce MacLean 1:25:17; 8 
Hughie MacKintosh 1:25:55; 9
Aidan Donnelly 1:26:16; 10 Mark 
Willets, Melbourne Midday 
Milers, 1:26:42; 11 Diane Baum
1:28:07; 12 Ali Kennedy 1:29:00;
13 Allan Lamont 1:29:10; 14 Neil
Waslidge, unattached, 1:29:20; 15
Ian Mackellaig 1:30:07; 16 Andy 
Craig 1:30:34; 17 Gordie Taylor,
Highland Hill Runners, 1:32:49;
18 William Taylor, unattached,
1:34:04; 19 Owen Bass, Deeside
Runners, 1:34:20; 20 Ronnie
Turner 1:36:56.

Home club runners 

The second round was where
Sliwinski made his mark as he 
started to change the pace of his
feet during attacks, launching 
forward in two and three phases 
and landing the last punch in 
each exchange. 

Incredibly Sliwinski was one-all 
in rounds with an experienced, 
accomplished, internationally 
renowned boxer in only the teen-
ager’s first senior championships
going into the last round.

This is when Benson used his 
vast experience to great effect. 

He made sure to win the first 
couple of exchanges of the stanza  
and the relatively inexperienced 
Sliwinski panicked and started 
to lose his shape as he lunged 
forward, abandoning his earlier 
tactics. 

This gave Benson a chance to 
land a few counters and make 
sure he kept ahead until the end
of the session.

TALENT: Igor Sliwinski

Teenage boxer 

takes on former 

Tradewinds title 
goes to Darren

Darts

YOUNG PHOENIX FIGHTER IS BIG HIT 

Boxing

Football

Athletics

Whitelocke, Alleycats, with 183.
Wareing also had the top hand-

icap game of 259, the top two
game scratch series with 329 and
the top two game handicap series
of 433.

Ardtoe/Nevis Radio rolled the
top scratch team game of the
week of 585, the top handicap
game of 807 and the top two
handicap team series of 1528.

Alleycats had the top two game
scratch team series with 1104.

 The highest scratch average is
currently held by Pam Weller, Al-
leycats, on 154, followed by Tony 
Whitelocke, also of Alleycats, on
153 and Stewart Duncan, The
Creeps, on 147.

Ten-pin bowling

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.55 4.3 12.12 0.4 18.07 4.1 **.** *.*r
Fri 00.28 0.2 06.34 4.4 12.55 0.3 18.45 4.1
Sat 01.11 0.1 07.13 4.3 13.37 0.3 19.23 4.0
Sun 01.55 0.2 07.53 4.1 14.19 0.5 20.02 3.8
Mon 02.40 0.4 08.34 3.9 15.02 0.7 20.41 3.6
Tues 03.27 0.7 09.16 3.5 15.49 1.0 21.24 3.3
Wed 04.18 1.1 10.06 3.2 16.41 1.3 22.15 3.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Cloudy with showersy
 Winds south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.
Friday Cloudy with showersy
 Winds westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sundayk
 Winds strong north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, February 19, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on
the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

11
5

4



Driving Force
Stepping up 
to the plate
- Your guide to the 

new registrations

All new Outback
It’s an extra pair of 
eyes on the road

Exciting year ahead
The new XC90 leads the way
for Volvo in 2015

Top 5 scenic 
drives in Scotland 



2 DRIVING FORCE

SPRING is just around the corner and there are very few things that can bring 
people out of their self-imposed winter hibernation than the prospect of buying
a new motor car.
As March beckons, the possibility of purchasing a new ‘15’ registration plate
model is more than just appealing - it’s compulsive. And we hope our 12-page
‘Driving Force’ supplement makes compelling reading.
Owing a car is an essential component for those of us who live in the beautiful 
but distant and vast west Highlands.
Without it our lives would come to a standstill: how would we ever get things 
done? How would we get to work, take the children to school, do the weekly 
shop or visit friends?   
It can be no surprise then that buying a motor car is, for most people, the second 
most important purchase they will ever make, next to purchasing their house.
People devote serious time and consideration to the acquisition of a car and 
are prepared to clock up the miles in pursuit of the perfect purchase. That is
especially true of the west Highlands where potential buyers will not only trawl
Argyll and Bute, but think nothing of travelling to Perth, Stirling, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Inverness, Ayr and many other places to fi nd the ideal vehicle.
And this is where our motoring supplement comes in: it is a route map to the many
dealerships, both locally and beyond, who will help you fi nd the car that suits
your family requirements and your wallet;  and the many garages and services,
who will keep you on the straight and narrow with fi rst rate maintenance.
And to make that journey more memorable, we have compiled a tour-de-force 
of Scotland’s fi ve most scenic drives - all of which are to be found in the west
Highlands.
Happy hunting and happy motoring; after all, the 15-plate of your dreams may 
just be around the corner.

A Wyvex Media publication
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000     www.obantimes.co.uk 

Welcome to Driving Force

HELENSBURGH Toyota likes 
to get out and about in 
the community meeting 
people.

Next week, Monday and
Tuesday February 23-24, it 
will visit Tesco Oban and will 
be showcasing the models 
in the Toyota range ahead 
of the new ‘15’ number plate
change. The team, Kirsteen 
McGuire and Leona Barclay, 
will also be off ering visitors 
the chance to test drive 
these vehicles from Tesco, 
so please bring along your 
driving licence.  To make 
an appointment please call 
01436 672779.

Sales controller Kirsteen 
McGuire said: ‘There
has never been a more 
important time for small
businesses and people in 
our surrounding area to
support each other.  Being 
out and about is giving us
the chance to do this and we
hope to let the local people
see the commitment we
have to Argyll and Bute and
the islands.  We will have a
new car display on show
with some terrifi c off ers so
come along and see us.’

Helensburgh Toyota is 
honoured to have more 
than 37 years’ delivering 

to its customers and 
community.  A big thank 
you to all customers for 
being completely satisfi ed 
with their experience 
and keeping it Scotland’s 
number one for Toyota 
customer care. It is 
dedicated to supporting all 
your motoring needs. From 
purchasing a new Toyota 
car to servicing and MOTing 
any make and model. An 
uplift and delivery service 
is also available with a 
free courtesy car.  It is 
an exceptional team of 
specially trained staff  to 
help you.  

Helensburgh Toyota to 

showcase range in Oban 

ahead of new ‘15’ plate

The new Yaris Hybrid will be showcased in Oban

4.9% APR
Representative*

AYGO X-CITE 

1 year’s 
FREE 
INSURANCE*

£179
per month*

0% APR
Representative*

YARIS HYBRID ICON  

NOW!
THESE DREAM CARS ARE HERE

 *4.9% APR Representative available on on new retail orderders of AYGO when n oordered between 1616thh 

Model shown is MY1515MY Yaris Hybrid Icon 5 door 1.5 V1.5 VVT-i Auto (CVT).

Heleensn burgrgh Tooyoyy ta 

Tel: 0144363  6722 77797   heheelelensburgh.toyota.co.uk

12 MITSUBISHI L200 4work, S/cab P/up, Manual, Canopy, Towbar, Red, 70K........................................................................K £9,950
61 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Equippe, 5dr Car, 3.2 DiD Auto, Epack, Alloys, Met Silver, 80K

p pyp
.....................................NO VAT £14,450

60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k
q pp p yq pp

........................................................k £12,950
10 MITSUBISHI SHOGAN SWB, Equippe, Commercial, 3.2 DiD Auto, Epack, Alloys, Met Silver,  .........................................£9,750
59 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Dbl Cab P/up, Manual, CD Player, Towbar, Met Silver, 45K.......................................................K £8,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 4work D/cab Pickup, Manual, Towbar, CD Player, Met Green, 40k .......................................................k £8,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 4life, Club Cab, P/Up, Manual, Epack, Stainless Roll Bars + A bar, A/com, White

p yp
 ..............................£6,950

06 MITSUBISHI L200 4work, Single Cab P/Up, New Shape, Manual, Low Road Tax, Met Silver ...........................................r £4,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Dbl/Cab P/up, Manual, Tow Bar, Liner, Met Blue,

g p pp p
 ......................................................................£4,250

61 NISSAN NIVARO Teckna Dbl Cab P/up, Manual, Canopy, Heated Leather, Sun Roof, Met Grey....................................y £11,750
11 NISSAN NIVARA Acenta, D/Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Met Grey, 35k

p pyp py
A ...............................................................£11,450

56 NISSAN NAVARA Aventura, D/cab Pickup, 6 Sp Manual, Heated Leather, Sat Nav, A- Bars, Met BlueA  ..................NO VAT £7,250
52 NISSAN NAVARA D22, King Cab P/Up, Manual, Alloys, Epack, Red, 80K

p p
A ..........................................................................K £3,750

57 LANDROVER Freelander TD4 XS Model, 5 Door Car, 6 Speed Manual, Leather Trim, Met Grey, 60k ..............................k £9,950
61 FORD TRANSIT 350 115hp, LWB, High Top Jumbo Van, 6speed Manual, Epack, White, 78kT ..........................................k £8,950
59 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Van, SLD, Epack, Ply Lined, WhiteT  ..............................................................................................£6,450
59 FORD TRANSIT 280 MWB High Top Van, 115hp, Epack, Ply Lined, Met Grey, 20KT ...........................................................K £8,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB Hightop van manual, SLD PLy lined, Green, 20k

g p p p yg p p p y
T .......................................................................k £8,950

58 FORD RANGER Super Cab P/Up, 4WD, C/W High Capacity Canopy Fitted Workshop, White,
g p yg p y

 .......................................£7,750
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 Dbl/Cab, Alloys, Dropside Tipper, Towbar, White 50K ........................................................................K £8,950
08 FORD TRANSIT, 350 D/cab, Allow Dropside Tipper, Towbar, Direct Council, Yellow, 80kTT ...................................................k £7,950
57 FORD TRANSIT 350 Double Cab Tipper Pickup, High Cage Sides, Direct Council, Blue

p ppp pp
 ..................................................£3,250

07 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115Hp, Sgl/Cab, Alloy Dropside Tipper, C/W Maxi Lift Crane, Direct Council,
pp p g gpp p g g

 ...............................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, Single Cab Alloy Dropside Tipper, Towbar, Direct Council ................................................................£6,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Alloy Dropside P/up, 13ft Body, Tail Lift, White

g y p ppp pp
T  .........................................................................£5,750

07 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT, T200, 5 Seater Crew Van, Rear Shelving, Roof Rack, WhiteTT  .................................................£4,450
07 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB, Panel Van, SLD, Ply Lined & Shelves, White ...............................................................NO VAT £3,950
06 FORD TRANSIT 350, Crew Cab Pickup, 115HP, Alloy Body, Removable Cage Sides, White 45k,T  ...................................  £5,950
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White.........................................£8,950
01 MERCEDES C200, Kompressor, 3 door Coupe, Auto, Full leather, Alloys, Met Silver,  .........................................NO VAT £2,950
09 WV TRANSPORTER, 11 Seat, Bluebird Minibus, Auto, Wheel Chair Access, Blue, Direct council ........................................£12,950
58 VW TRANSPORTER T30, SWB, Panel Van, Manual, SLD, Ply Lined & Rear Shelves, Direct Council, White, Choice ............£8,450
58 WV CRAFTER CR35 MWB, Hightop van, 6 sp, SLD, Ply Lined, White, Direct Council .............................................................£7,950
57 VW CRAFTER CR35 LWB Alloy Dropside Tipper, Lockable Roller Shutter Tool Box, Direct Council, Low Miles, White, Choice

g p p yg y
....£8,450

56 VW CRAFTER, CR50, Crew Cab Dropside Tipper, 6speed, Manual, Epack, Alloy Tool Boxes, Blue, 50K, Choice
y p ppy

 ..............£8,950
59 VAUXHALL COMBO CDTi, Crew Van, Twin Side Doors, 5 Seats, White, 70k,  ....................................................................£4,750
56 CITROEN BERLINGO, Multi Space, Wheel Chair Access, Manual, Epack, Met Silver..........................................r NO VAT £4,750
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice ........................................£4,250
ROMAQUIP Alloy Gritterbody Roll On/Off, CW Hatz Diesel Engine, Very Clean, Direct Council

p pp yp pp y
 .............................................£3,950

DIAHATSU 4track LWB, 3dr Car, 4wd 5 Seats, Manual, MOT, Very Clean , Met Blue, 90K,
y y g yy g

 .......................................NO VAT £2,450
BATESON Dropside Trailer, 12ft, Heavy Duty, Ladder Rack, Ramps

y
 ...........................................................................NO VAT £1,250

20%
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Peugeot 308 GT – with performance and style
THE showroom success en-
joyed by the award-win-
ning Peugeot 308 looks
set to reach even greater 
heights with the arrival of a 
new dynamic fl agship – the 
stunning 308 GT.

Available in hatchback 
and SW body styles, both
models off er assertive new
styling, outstanding per-
formance-oriented en-
gines and bespoke chas-
sis modifi cations to create
a lower ride height. The re-
sult is an exceptional on-
the-road experience that 
will delight the most en-
thusiastic drivers. The en-
hancements clearly em-
body Peugeot’s continued 
move up-market, high-
lighted by the 308’s recog-
nition as the 2014 Europe-
an Car of the Year.

The new Peugeot 308 GT 
retains all the elements 
which have made the 308 
range such a huge com-
mercial hit throughout Eu-
rope. 

This includes the striking
exterior design, innovative
PeugeotT i-Cockpit cabin, 
versatile interior and high
perceived quality. Remark-
able engine effi  ciency, with 

high fuel economy and ul-
tra-low emissions, is also 
part of the 308 GT package.

Assertive sporty styling

The 308 GT’s unique de-
sign quality is immediately 
obvious. The iconic Peuge-
ot Lion emblem has moved 
from the bonnet’s leading 
edge to the front grille, with 
three horizontal blades on 
either side. For optimum 
vision in all circumstanc-
es, the 308 GT has been fi t-
ted with top-of-the-range 
headlights made up of 62 
LEDs.

The 308 GT presents a
great aerodynamic and sty-
listic purity, most notable 
where the black lacquered
door mirrors merge with the
tinted windows. Visibly wid-
ened by its side sill fi nishers,
the 308 GT sits on 18-inch 
‘Diamant’ wheels, shod with 
Michelin Pilot Sport 3 tyres.

Their fl uted spokes and en-
graved motif are also availa-
ble on 308 GT-Line models.

At the rear, the 308 GT of-
fers a striking and distinc-
tive posture, due in part to
the lacquered black diff us-
er and stylish twin exhaust
pipes. The GT signature is
integrated into the tailgate,

as well as the front grille and 
front wings.

The range of colours for
the 308 GT includes the 
new and exclusive ‘Mag-
netic Blue’. Evocative of the
blue historically reserved
for French competition ve-
hicles, this bold shade suits
the car’s fl uid and dynamic
lines, while emphasising its 
lowered ride height.

An exclusive new ambi-
ance is also achieved in the
car’s cabin, with both the 
roof lining and upper win-
dow pillars fi nished in an-
thracite. Red stitching adds 
a performance air to the 
upholstery trim and is also
found on the dashboard,
door panels, gear lever gai-
ter and fl oor mats. Alumini-
um detailing on the pedals, 
coupled with stainless steel 
sill fi nishers in the door ap-
ertures, add the fi nishing 
touch.

Vital in any sports-orient-
ed car is the correct driving
position. It’s already ideal in 
this new model because of 
the ergonomics of the Peu-
geot i-Cockpit, as seen in 
every 308. The driver can 
adjust the height and reach 
of the compact steering 

wheel, which is unique to
this car due to its perforated 
leather trim and GT badge.

The instrument pan-
el bears a new chequered
fl ag motif background and
switching on the ignition
produces a GT welcome
message. To complement
this, the large touchscreen
displays a new colour
scheme dominated by red
and black, titled ‘Redline’.

Remarkable dynamic 

performance

To deliver maximum en-
joyment, the 308 GT fea-
tures enhanced new chas-
sis settings. Ride height
has been lowered by 7mm 
at the front and 10mm at
the rear for a more dynam-
ic drive. The revised suspen-
sion is mated to a choice of 
high-performance engines,
one petrol and one diesel,
that both meet stringent
Euro 6 emissions standards.

The four-cylinder 1.6-litre
THP 205 stop and start pet-
rol engine is specifi ed with
a six-speed manual gear-
box to make the most of 
its 285Nm of torque, avail-
able between 1,750 and
4,500rpm. This high level of 

performance is combined 
with well controlled CO2
emissions and fuel con-
sumption, from just 130g/
km and 50.4mpg. Engineers 
used all of the brand’s ex-
pertise to achieve a remark-
able power-to-weight ra-
tio of just 5.85kg/hp (171hp
per tonne) on this model.

The four-cylinder 2.0-litre
BlueHDi 180 diesel engine
also off ers a high level of 
performance. It delivers its 
maximum power of 180hp 
at 3,750rpm and its maxi-
mum torque of 400Nm at
2,000rpm.
A heightened driving experience

At one with the Peuge-
ot  i-Cockpit, the 308 GT 
driver is at the heart of the
driving experience due to
the 308 range’s standard-fi t
compact steering wheel 
and head-up instrumenta-

tion. Pleasure is further en-
hanced by the driver sport
pack, standard on every 308
GT.  This includes:
• amplifi ed and more 

sporty engine noise

• instruments illuminated 
with red display

• instrument panel that 
displays the power and 
torque delivered, turbo 
pressure, longitudinal 
and transverse 
acceleration

• fi rmer and more 
responsive  power 
steering

• more responsive 
accelerator pedal 
mapping

• more responsive 
operation of the EAT6 
gearbox, with steering 
wheel-mounted control 
paddles

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

ORDER YOUR BRAND NEW 15 PLATE PEUGEOT NOW FOR MARCH DELIVERY – MINIMUM £500 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION FROM

Campbeltown Motor Company
Brand New Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI 82 Access+ 5 door.

Including air conditioning, cruise con-
trol, radio/CD player, LED rear lights, 6
airbags, metallic paint, body coloured 
door mirrors and handles.

£750 towards your finance deposit 
contribution from

Campbeltown Motor Company
Must be registered by 31/03/2015

On Passport Personal Lease
Terms & Conditions apply
On the road price £13,040

Brand New Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Active Diesel.

Including bluetooth, satellite navigation,
colour touch screen, alloy wheels, rear 
parking sensors, metallic paint and 
leather steering wheel. 

List Price £19,170. 
Our price £16,995  

Save £2,175
£500 towards your finance deposit 

contribution from 
Campbeltown Motor Company

Must be registered by 31/03/2015

Brand New Peugeot 5008 1.6

HDI 115 Active Diesel. Metallic Nera
black, 7 seats, front and rear parking aid,
cruise control, auto lights and wipers,
family storage pack, alloys.

List Price £23,270
Our Price £19,995  

Save £3,275
£500 towards your finance deposit 

contribution from Campbeltown Motor 
Company

Must be registered by 31/03/2015

Brand New Peugeot Partner Professional 1.6 HDI 92.

Including bluetooth, air conditioning,
USB Connectivity, half-height bulkhead,
metallic silver.

List Price £15,600 + VAT
Our Price £11,495 + VAT  

Save £4,105

Business users only
Must be registered by 31/03/2015

SERVICE

Peugugeoeot t 30308 8 GTGTTGT
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All-new Outback is extra pair of eyes on road
The new Subaru Outback,
the fi fth-generation of 
the brand’s pioneering 
crossover, will go on sale 
in the UK from April 1,
2015 priced from £27,995 
(on-the-road). Introduced 
in 1995 as the fi rst ever 
crossover and spawning 
a whole range of copycat 
models ever since, the
Outback has continued 
to successfully combine 
the virtues of a tourer with
those of an SUV, winning 
over drivers with its 
practical, all-road nature.

The on the road price
range of £27,995 to £32,995
means the all-new Outback 

stays in the same price
bracket as the outgoing
version despite having new 
exterior design, a more 
spacious and higher quality
interior and a range of 
advanced safety equipment 
and in-car technology. The 
new Outback also boasts
a very generous standard
specifi cation.
EyeSight safety assist – a ‘second 

pair of eyes’ for drivers

New to the latest model,
EyeSight is Subaru’s
advanced collision 
avoidance technology 
which acts as a ‘second 
pair of eyes’ for drivers, 
employing stereo colour

camera technology to 
monitor the road and traffi  c
ahead for potential hazards.

This is the fi rst time the
technology has been made
available in the UK and 
Europe.

The system’s two colour
cameras are located in front
of the rear-view mirror to 
detect the presence of 
vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists 
and other potential hazards. 
EyeSight is fi tted as standard 
to every Outback fi tted
with Subaru’s Lineartronic 
(CVT) transmission, and 
includes autonomous pre-
collision braking control 
and pre-collision throttle 

management, adaptive
cruise control and lane 
departure and sway 
warning.

New Outback goes more 

upmarket

While clearly maintaining
the distinctive Subaru 
Outback identity, Subaru’s
designers strived to make 
the new model more
dynamic while keeping 
true to its rugged cross-
over roots. From the front, 
the bumper integrated
hexagonal grille and hawk-
eye headlights maintain
consistency with other
models in the Subaru
family, while the profi le is
a subtle evolution of the
existing Outback.
More signifi cant changes can be 

found on the inside.

The new model’s revamped 
interior uses a range of 
higher quality materials
throughout, resulting in
a much more premium
cabin, complemented by 
a new range of factory-
fi t infotainment and sat- 
nav systems. The interior 

is also more spacious for
passengers.  

Two engines, two transmissions

There are two engines
available in the UK –  a pair of 
horizontally-opposed four-
cylinder ‘Boxer’ engines, 
fi tted deep in the engine
bay to ensure a low centre 
of gravity for improved 
handling, despite the car’s 
raised ground clearance. 
Buyers can choose between
a 2.0-litre turbo-diesel, 
producing 150 PS and 350
Nm torque, or a naturally-
aspirated 2.5-litre petrol 
unit, with power and torque
outputs of 165 PS and 235 
Nm respectively.

Diesel engines will be
off ered with either a six-
speed manual transmission
or Subaru’s Lineartronic
(CVT) transmission; the 
2.5-litre petrol engine 
is sold exclusively with 
Lineartronic.

Generous standard specifi cation

There are two trim levels
available in the UK – SE and
SE Premium – which both

off er a generous level of 
standard equipment.

SE models are equipped 
as standard with automatic 
LED headlamps and
headlamp washers, cruise 
control, active torque 
vectoring, 17-inch alloy 
wheels, heated front seats, 
e lec tr ical ly-adjustable 
driver’s seat and privacy 
glass, as well as a 7.0-inch 
touchscreen infotainment 
system, incorporating 
satellite navigation, audio, 
smartphone connectivity 
and a rear view parking
camera. Petrol SE models
also feature an emissions-
reducing start-stop system 
and Subaru intelligent 
drive, which allows drivers 
to select diff erent engine 
modes depending on road 
conditions for improved 
economy and performance.

SE Premium models add a
sunroof, keyless entry and 
push-button start, 18-inch 
alloy wheels, leather seats
and a powered rear tailgate 
for added functionality.

AlAlll nenew w SuSS bab ruru OOututbab ck



Renault announces the launch of the Renault
Romance Season with seductive off ers 
across its range of cars and vans available 
now and through the new 15-registration 
plate this March. 
Starting with the launch of the ‘Restart Your
Heart’ television campaign with the chic Clio
supermini, fi lmed in Paris, the city of love,
the Renault Romance Season extends the
celebration of Valentine’s Day for registration
through to March 31.
The Renault Romance Season also 
celebrates Renault’s continued success with 
two consecutive years of market-leading
share gain and a car sales volume growth of 
44 per cent in 2014.  The Renault Romance
Season is supported by a fully-integrated 
multi-million pound advertising campaign 
including television, press, outdoor, radio 
and digital.
The Renault Romance Season of seductive
off ers starts from just £139 per month with 
four years’ warranty and four years’ Renault
assistance included on retail off ers.  Retail
customers will enjoy special savings styling
packs and leather interiors and also on
service plans that start from just £199 for
three years/30,000 miles.
All-New Twingo – ‘Top Gear’ magazine’s City 
Car of the Year is available from just £139 
deposit and £139 per month.

Clio – the chic supermini with standard air 
conditioning and 16-inch alloy wheels starts 
from £139 per month on Expression+ with a 
£1,500 deposit contribution.
Captur – the adventurous crossover with 
customisable colour collections from £169 
per month with £1,250 deposit contribution.
Mégane – the range of hatchback, sport 
tourer and coupe models with energy
effi  cient engines with four years’ interest-free 
hire purchase and nil deposit.
Scenic – spacious and fl exible MPV with 
four years’ interest-free hire purchase and nil
deposit.
Renault Romance Season also extends to the 
van range:
Kangoo, All-New Trafi c and Master – Europe’s 
best-selling van range - is available from 
£149.95 per month excluding VAT on three-
year/10,000 miles per annum contract hire 
for your business customers.
Customers can fi nd out more information at 
www.renault.co.uk
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NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

W.D. Semple
FIND US

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS
14 Renault Captur Dyn Medianav, DCi 1.5 Ivor, Delivery Mileage .......................................£15,950
14 Skoda Fabia Elegance, 1.6TDI CR, Estate, Silver, 14,000 Miles, ......................................£10,650
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles .............................................................£14,750
63 Skoda Octavia Elegance, 1.6TDI CR, Grey, 11,250 Miles, ..............................................£14,500
13 Dacia Duster Ambiance, 1.5 Dci, Grey, 3600 Miles........................................................£11,950 
13 Skoda Octavia SE TSI, Blue 16,600 miles, ......................................................................£11,500
11 Renault Megane Dyn, TomTom V, 1.6 Petrol, 5 Dr, Silver,  63000 miles ............................£7,750
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles .....................................................................£7,250
61 Renault Pzaz 1.2 SDR Red, 8,500miles ............................................................................£6,250
11 Renault Kangoo Exp, 1.6 Auto, Grey, 16,000 miles ..........................................................£6,750
60 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5dci, 5Dr, Silver, 59,000 miles ...........................................................£5,550
58 Honda CRV 2.0 SE Auto, Blue, 55,000 miles ...................................................................£8,500
58 Renault Scenic Conquest, DCI, Orange, 62,000 miles ......................................................£5,500
57 Citroen Berlingo Desire 1.6 Deisel Grey, 90,000 ..............................................................£3,500
57 Suzuki SX4 DDIS, 5 Dr Hatchback, 1.9 Diesel, Blue, 54,000 miles ..................................£4,495
57 Honda Jazz se 1.4,  5dr, Grey, 79,500 miles .....................................................................£3,500
54 Honda CRV Sport Vtec 2.0 ltr Blue, 91,000 miles ............................................................£3,950

COMMERCIALS
60 Renault Traffic SL27 DCI, Yellow, 63,000 miles, two side loading doors .. ........................£7,500 inc. VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van ....................................................................................£8,000 plus VAT
60 Renault Kangoo ML19, DCi, White, 54,000 miles ..............................................£5,500 plus VAT
06 Ford Transit Connect Diesel, 31,000 miles ......................................................... £4,850 inc. VAT

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
 • Renault Scenic 1.5 DCi • Citroen Picasso 1.6
 • Toyota Corolla 1.4 • Renault Modus 1.4

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Renault romance season

Chic supermini - Renault Clio
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AS a peninsula, Kintyre offers
not one but two fascinating
drives between Tarbert and
Campbeltown.

Many people comment
on the wonderful 35-mile
drive down the A83 with
its stunning views across to
the islands of Jura, Islay and
Gigha as the road skirts the
coast.

When the westerly winds
blow in off the Atlantic,
massive waves create a
foaming frenzy just yards
away. Not surprising it
attracts surfers, particularly
along miles of unspoilt 
beach at Westport.

There are plenty of spots en

THE JOURNEY from Skye’s
capital of Portree to Uig is 35 
miles and can be done in less 
than an hour and a half.

But with Skye having such 
breathtaking scenery, visitors
often spend one or two days
exploring the route.

Setting off  north-east
from Portree, with its
Balamory-esque coloured
houses looking onto the 
bay, fi rst is the Trotternish
peninsula of Skye famous 
as a location for Hollywood 
blockbusters, including
Stardust, Promethus and the 
upcoming Star Wars movies.

Drivers really are spoilt for 
choice when it comes to the 
scenery in the area, enjoying
a mixture of swooping
double-track and single-track 
sections of road, on the route, 
which takes in the rocky hill 
known as the Old Man of 
Storr.

Moving further north, 
drivers will witness the
dramatic Lealt waterfall at Kilt
Rock and Trotternish Ridge 
on the rugged landscape,
before reaching Staffi  n Bay
and its views of Staffi  n Island.

The double track-section

along Stenscholl is a popular
stopping point for motorists
who take their foot off  the
pedal to take the often-
pictured Brogaig, Glaspgein 
and Digg townships in the 
classic crofting scene which 
has featured in dozens of 
broadcasts and pictures over
the decades.

Motoring north onto
the single track stretch,
the villages of Flodigarry,
Kilmlauag and Duntulm will
be passed, with fi ne views
across the Minch to the
Western Isles - particularly 
on a clear day - from Kilmuir,
as well as the remains of 
Duntulm Castle.

Uig itself is situated partly 
on the raised beach around
the head of the bay and partly
on the steep slopes behind 
it, with the River Rha from
the north and River Conon 
from the east and both have
stunning waterfalls.

At this point there are two 
choices; turn left to go back to 
Staffi  n and take the Bealaich 
road to see the Quiraing in all
its glory, or head into Uig and
up to the Faerie Glens, with its
‘magical and mystical’ quality.

No.2 Kintyre Peninsula No.3 Skye: Portree to Uig

THE DRIVE from Tyndrum
to Glencoe, part of the
A82, offers drivers an
almost unspoilt landscape, 
with very few buildings, 
but miles of some of the
West Highlands’ most 
breathtaking scenery.

Tyndrum itself is a fantastic
starting point for a journey,
with the famous Green
Welly Stop and restaurant, 
cafe and range of gifts.

Once on the open road,
the various streams and
burns passed weave under

each other, eventually find
their way to Loch lubhair.

The road then reaches
the bleak Moorland at the 
western fringes of Rannoch
Moor. This part of the road 
has extensive history, 
having originally been built 
in the 18th century by Major 
William Caulifeld, inspector 
of roads for Scotland, who
oversaw the construction
of almost 900 miles of 
roads in the 18th century in
Scotland, with the section
then re-routed in the 1930s.

After passing Bridge of 
Orchy, which runs parallel 
with the river of the same 
name to the west and the 
West Highland Sleeper 
railway line to the east, the 
road continues north, with 
stunning views of Loch Tulla 
to the east signalling the 
midway point of the journey 
and stunning forestry to the 
west.

As the woodlands finish, 
the driver is treated running 
along the edge of Lochan 
na h-Achlaise to the west, 

followed by Loch Ba, with 
the viewpoint at Loch Ba a 
common stop-off point for 
visitors.

The journey turns into a
less-picturesque-but-clear 
run as the road arches 
up past Lochnan Beinn 
Chaorach, on an almost 
straight route.

A sharp left-hand turn off 
of the A82 signals the home 
straight to Glencoe, passing 
the Black Rock Cottage,
arriving in the famous 
mountain range.

No.1 Tyndrum to Glencoe

Top 5 scenic drives 

over to soak in the views.
On the return journey, if 

the weather is good, leave
time to go up the east side
of the peninsula on the
B842.

It is not a route to be taken 
in a hurry or in bad weather,
when there will be a lack of 
views to offset a road that
can seem to be an endless 
succession of twists and
turns and rolling hills.

In those circumstances 
it can be a fairly miserable
experience, but when the 
sky is clear it is a completely
different story.

On the left, there 
is farmland rising to
substantial, largely-forest
covered hills and on the right 
a succession of outstanding
views of deserted beaches 
across to the magnificent
hills of Arran.

On a sunny day, the twists 
and turns, taken slowly over
numerous little bridges
and beautiful streams,
are transformed into a 
delightful experience. Just 
what are you going to see
around the next corner? Is
that little cottage for sale
not tempting?

There is Saddell, with 
abbey remains dating
back to the 12th century, 
Torridale Castle estate,
Dippen Bay, and then the
village of Carradale. With its
pubs, golf course, caravan
park, harbour, forest walks
and lovely beach, it has
long been popular with
those seeking a leisurely
holiday in quiet, unspoilt
surroundings.
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MANY an Obanite will know that the
Crianlarich to Oban journey is the ‘home 
straight’ if they have travelled from either 
Strathclyde to the south or somewhere on 
the east coast, signalling around an hour of 
travelling to go.

However, rather than ‘zoning out’ and
concentrating on getting to the final 
destination, the awe-inspiring hillsides,
forestry and lochs make it one of the best
drives in the West Highlands.

The first five miles give the driver the
chance to see Ben Lui, the highest and most
famous of a group of four Munros that lie
south of Glen Lochy, and considered by 
many hill-walkers to be the finest mountain 
in the south Highlands.

The site of Loch Awe and Kilchurn Castle 
paints an almost definitive image of historic, 
picturesque Scotland as travellers continue 
along the A85.

Driving right along the banks of the 
loch, Saint Conan’s Kirk, built by the great-
grandfather of the Duke of Argyll, sits 

beautifully on a crag high above the water
amid roses, honeysuckle, ivy, and large
trees.

Mr Campbell also built another landmark a 
few miles further along the way, a house on
the small island of Innis Chonain, accessible
by road bridge.

The Pass of Brander, a stretch of the A85 
further along the way has consistently been
voted one of the best stretches of roads
in the West Highlands, and is particularly
popular with motorcyclists.

From Taynuilt the road twists inland with 
glimpses of Loch Etive until the glorious
sight of Connel Bridge emerges from beside
the village of the same name.

On the final stretch to Oban look out 
for Dunstaffnage Castle to the right over
Dunstaffnage Bay, above the masts of the
marina.

The descent into Oban, with views of the 
beautiful bay and the isle of Kerrera and
Mull, is a famous sight that many a local and
tourist have enjoyed.

No.5 Crianlarich to Oban

THE FORT William-Mallaig ‘road to the isles’ is
a journey not to be forgotten, skirting some
of Scotland’s most beautiful scenery.

Though it may lack the glamour of the 
lauded West Highland railway line, which it
rubs shoulders with along the way, the A830
at least provides something diff erent.

While trains burrow their way between the 
mountains and trees for much of the journey, 
the road sticks more to the coastline, off ering
jaw-dropping views across the sound of 
Arisaig towards the Atlantic ocean.

Drivers can follow a trail of Scottish history
and popular culture, starting in Glenfi nnan, 
where Bonnie Prince Charlie raised the
standard of the Jacobite army in 1745.

The village here, along with neighbouring
areas at Loch Eilt and Morar, also featured
heavily in well-known fi lms, including the 
Harry Potter franchise. 

From a driving perspective, the A830 is a
motorist’s dream at times.

In contrast to the Glasgow-Inverness 
A82, traffi  c is usually light, even during the
summer months, and it off ers a gentle and 

smooth ride for the most part.
Signifi cant investment in recent years has

seen widening and resurfacing work, while 
it was gradually upgraded from a single to
a double track carriageway from the 1980s.

Shortly after crossing the Caledonian Canal
at Banavie, motorists can enjoy a brisk cruise 
through the hills up to where they pass the
famous Glenfi nnan viaduct on the railway 
line and the adjacent Glenfi nnan monument
erected alongside Loch Shiel as a lasting
tribute to the Jacobites.

Also worth looking out for is the disused
whitewashed church Our Lady of the Braes
standing on the middle of a bare moor near
Lochailort, and the Prince’s Cairn alongside 
Loch nan Uamh; marking the spot where 
Bonnie Prince Charlie was exiled to France 
in 1746. 

The fishing village of Mallaig is a ferry
port for Skye and the Small Isles of Eigg,
Muck, Rum and Canna, offering the chance 
for visitors to go further afield and explore
more dramatic west coast scenery if they
choose.

in Scotland
No.4 Fort William to Mallaig
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Family-run garage goes extra mile
AS A family-run business,
trading for more than 25 
years, Eaglesham Garage 
puts its customers fi rst.

Situated in the south side 
of Glasgow, the Subaru 
and Isuzu specialist has 
full dealer facilities in its 
Gilmour Street garage.

With a range of used
vehicles on off er as well,
managing director Andrew 
McGlone explained how 
the dealership, the closest 
Isuzu and Subura specialist 
to Argyll and Bute, caters for
customers here.

Andrew, whose father Bob 
started the business in 1989,
said: ‘Here at Eaglesham 
Garage, the customer
comes fi rst. I think that’s

why we’ve been a successful 
business for so long.

‘As two of the leading
car brands in the world,
customers in some of 
the more rural areas are
always keen to buy Isuzu
and Subaru vehicles, and 
obviously test-drive them
fi rst.

‘That why Eaglesham 
Garage is happy to deliver
cars to our customers for a
full test-drive, giving them
the chance to experience
what these vehicles have to
off er on some of the west
coast’s unparalleled driving
routes.’

Among the vehicles on 
off er is Subaru’s venerable
and versatile Forester SUV,

which has received many 
accolades including ‘Mid-
size SUV of the Year’ by 4 x 4 
Magazine, making it perfect 
for some of Argyll’s more 
rugged terrain.

Compared to its 
predecessor, the new
Forester off ers more 
effi  cient performance, even 
better safety features and a 
more spacious and better-
appointed cabin.

For 2015 the Forester also 
gets a mild makeover with 
further improvements to the 
appointments in the cabin
and a new range of factory-
fi t sat-nav and infotainment
systems. The Forester will
also be available for the 
fi rst time with Subaru’s

advanced CVT Lineartronic 
transmission coupled with 
the Boxer diesel engine.

Unusual in the segment
but keeping true to its 
heritage, Subaru off ers a 
petrol turbo Forester in 
the form of the XT Turbo 
and which has proved 
popular with Subaru buyers 
– equipped as it is with a 
240ps 2.0-litre turbocharged
direct-injection engine
delivering super smooth
pulling power both on 
and off -road. The Forester 
range is also available with 
Subaru’s hallmark 2.0-litre 
petrol and diesel Boxer 
engines, and all versions
of the car feature Subaru’s 
advanced All-Wheel Drive

system as standard.
Also available at

Eaglesham, the versatility 
of the Isuzu D-Max Blade 
is perfect for both rural 
and urban environments, 
tackling the best and worst 
roads drivers face. 

Tough, reliable and
refi ned, the D-Max Blade is 

perfect for everyday heroes
that need a dependable
sidekick for work and
leisure, whether it’s running
a few errands or hauling 3.5 
tonnes on a trailer.

The special edition Isuzu 
D-Max Blade double cab
pick-up boasts a long list of 
stylish and technological
enhancements to stand
out from the crowd. Bold
18-inch, six-spoke ‘Shadow’ 
alloy wheels, contrasting
black load-bed bars and 
privacy glass ensure it looks
the real deal.

Inside, automatic climate 
control and premium
black leather seats cosset
occupants, and there is
also a 6.1-inch touchscreen
navigation system – 
complete with integrated 
rear safety camera – and
enhanced surround-sound
audio.

Fitted with an effi  cient
2.5-litre twin-turbo diesel 
engine, which can be mated
to a six-speed manual
or fi ve-speed automatic
transmission, the D-Max
Blade produces 163 PS
and 400 Nm of torque and
is certifi ed to tow a class-
leading 3.5-tonnes (braked). 

Launched in the summer of 
2012, the D-Max continues
to impress, winning 
numerous prestigious 
accolades in recent months.

Last year was the best ever 
for the brand in the UK with
sales of over 5,500 pick-ups.

Every new D-Max comes
as standard with the
company’s pioneering 
fi ve-year / 125,000-mile 
warranty.

For more information on
the fi rm’s fantastic range 
of quality, new and used 
cars, contact Eaglesham
Garage, 77 Gilmour
Street Glasgow, on 01355
302 685 or email sales@
eagleshamgarage.co.uk

Among the 

vehicles 

on off er is 

Subaru’s venerable 

and versatile 

Forester SUV, which 

has received many 

accolades including 

‘Mid-size SUV of 

the Year’ by 4 x 4 

Magazine, making it 

perfect for some of 

Argyll’s more rugged 

terrain.

Tough, reliable 

and refi ned, 

the D-Max 

Blade is perfect for 

everyday heroes that 

need a dependable 

sidekick for work 

and leisure, whether 

it’s running a few 

errands or hauling 

3.5 tonnes on a 

trailer.

 Eaglesham Garage in the 

south side of Glasgow

IsIsIssuzuzuu u u D-D-MaMaaax x xx BlBladadaddeee

SuSuS bbaruuu FFForoororesesteterr
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Eaglesham Garage Ltd
77 Gilmour Street, Eaglesham, G76 0LH
Telephone: 08444 708166
www.eagleshamisuzu.co.uk

Mon-Fri 8:30am - 6pm
Sat 9am - 5pm
Closed Sunday

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. #Official fuel figures for the Isuzu Eiger Manual in mpg 

(l/100km): Urban 31.7 (8.9). Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4). Combined 38.7 (7.3). CO2 emissions 192g/km. For model specific figures please contact us directly or visit www.isuzu.co.uk

• Strong & tough 
 3.5 Tonne towing*

• Fit for purpose 
 4x4 Shift-on-the-fly

• Comfortable 
  Manual air-conditioning and 

electric windows

• Economical 
 38.7 MPG

• Peace of mind 
  5 Year/125,000 mile 

warranty**

QUALITY THAT 
SPEAKS FOR 
ITSELF

Isuzu.co.uk

ISUZU D-MAX EIGER

NOW WE’RE TALKING
£19,499‡FROM 

ONLY

+VAT

** 5 year/125,000 mile (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. ‡Price shown is an Isuzu Eiger Double Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery,  
number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee, excludes VAT. *3.5 tonne towing capacity applies to all 4x4 models. Special paint finishes extra at £400 excluding VAT. Terms and conditions apply. www.isuzu.co.uk

24,995
FROM Cash price £24,995.00

Deposit £5,054.00
Subaru Deposit Contribution £1,000.00
Total Amount of Credit £18,941.00
Purchase Fee (included in payments) £169.00
Acceptance Fee (included in payments) £179.00

48 Monthly Payments £299.00
Final Payment £8,404.00
Total Amount Payable £28,810.00
Duration of Agreement 49 Months
Interest Rate (fixed) 6.1%
Representative APR 6.9% APR

Representative example

Representative example relates to a Subaru Forester 2.0D X. Vehicle shown is a Subaru Forester 
2.0D X with optional extra of metallic paint at an on the road price of £25,495.

Subaru
Forester 2.0D X
 Subaru Vehicle dynamics
 Roof rails and spoiler
 Multi-function display
 Hill start assist
 Cruise control
 From only £299 per month plus 
deposit and final payment with £1,000
Subaru Deposit Contribution

Special paint finishes extra at £500 inc VAT.

5 YEAR WARRANTY†

WITH

YEAR
WARRANTY5 †4X4

YEAROF
THE

To book a Subaru Test Drive contact us today.

Price shown is for the Forester 2.0D X, manufacturer’s on the road price £24,995.00. On the road price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration
fee. Finance available subject to status to persons aged 18 and over. The final payment is payable one month after the final monthly payment. Excludes motability, fleet and BASC Members

p p y p gp p y p g

Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating dealers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offers. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to Subaru
j p g p y p y y p y yj p g p y p y y p y y

Finance. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Prices correct at time of going to publication. Subaru Finance is a trading style of International Motors Finance Limited, registered 
y p p g y j y y g yy p p g y j y y g y

office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. Model shown for illustrative purposes only. Offer ends 31.03.15. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, 
y y g g p g y gy y g g p g y g

excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year / 60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s
p p y y y ( )p p y y y (

Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. www.subaru.co.uk
g y y pg y ( ) y p (

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.
Official fuel figures for the Subaru Forester 2.0 D X in mpg (l/100km): Urban 40.4 (7.0). Extra Urban 57.6 (4.7). Combined 49.6 (5.7). Official CO2 emissions 150 (g/km). 

Eaglesham Garage Ltd
77 Gilmour Street, Eaglesham, G76 0LH

Telephone: 08444 708167
www.eagleshamsubaru.co.uk Mon-Fri 8:30am - 6pm | Sat 9am - 5pm | Closed Sunday
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STRATHMORE is the longest 
established Volvo retailer in 
the UK, partnering in early 
1958, and has since enjoyed
a close relationship with the 
unique Swedish brand.

The dealership features
the full range of new and 
used Volvo models, which 
is soon to include the highly 
anticipated all-new XC90 
in spring, plus an onsite
workshop for servicing
and parts, as well as 
customer and business sales 
specialists.

The new XC90 marks the 
beginning of a new chapter
in Volvo’s history, capturing 
its future design direction, 
incorporating its own range 
of new technologies and 
utilising its new Scalable 
Product Architecture (SPA) 
technology.

The model off ers a range
of two-litre, four-cylinder
Drive-E powertrains, 
all of which provide an
outstanding combination
of performance and fuel-
effi  ciency.

Normal driving is 

conducted in the default 
hybrid mode. But at the 
push of a button the driver
can switch to quiet and 
emission-free city driving on 
pure electric power where
the range will be around 
40 kilometres, and then, 
when needed, immediately 
revert back to the combined 
capacity of the petrol engine 
and electric motor. 

The XC90 will be in good
company at Strathmore 
as the dealership off ers 
the latest range of Volvos
including the V40, Volvo’s 
popular sporty hatchback 
and luxury crossover, the 
XC60. Volvo Car UK recorded 
a 26 per cent year-on-year 
sales increase in 2014, with 
the Volvo V40/V40 Cross
Country taking top honour 
with 18,086 sold followed by
the XC60 with 9,959 sales.

Volvo’s V40 premium 
hatchback off ers the ultimate 
in luxury, safety technology, 
driving dynamics and
specifi cation. The V40 is low 
and sleek, making it one 
of the most eye-catching

Volvos ever. The fi ve-door,
fi ve-seat hatchback has a 
low-roof and bonnet lines,
but off ers the functionality 
and practicality as any other 
Volvo.

Safety, as with all Volvos, 
has not been overlooked. 
The V40 comes as standard 
with City Safety and the
world's fi rst pedestrian 
airbag.  

Along with a host of other 
safety features, it ensures
Volvo's reputation for safety 
leadership continues. 

These safety features have 
resulted in the V40 having
the highest overall score in 
Euro NCAP's tests and the
fi tment of City Safety as 

standard has resulted in the 
car benefi tting from lower
insurance ratings after being
tested by Thatcham on
behalf of the Association of 
British Insurers.

Off ering a world-class
blend of drivability and
low CO2 emissions, Volvo’s 
Drive-E powertrains are also
now available on the Volvo 
V40 and V40 Cross Country
models.  

The CO2 emissions of the
manual 190hp Volvo V40 
D4 are down to a sector
leading 85 g/km – an off er
no competitor is even close
to matching – and the D4
engine off ers a massive 80hp

more driving pleasure than
other cars in the segment
with CO2 emissions at that
level.

Drivers can select from a
choice of two engines from
the four-cylinder Drive-E
engine family for their V40:
the 245hp petrol turbo T5
and the turbo diesel D4
with 190hp where an eight-
speed automatic gearbox
contributes to the refi ned 
drive.

While it may occupy the
same kerb space as any
medium-sized 4x4, the
Volvo XC60’s dynamic
looks allow it to stand out
from the crowd. From the

side it resembles a sporty 
estate car but still boasts 
the commanding driving 
position and functionality of 
its class rivals.

As well as its bold and
assertive looks, motorists 
can be reassured that they 
will be getting behind the 
wheel of a car with the 
maximum fi ve star Euro
NCAP safety rating.

A number of design cues 
distinguish the R-Design 
derivative which has taken 
the XC60 model and added 
a more sports-inspired look 
and a re-tuned chassis. The 
XC60 R-Design chassis is 
stiff er than the standard 

Strathmore gears up for exciting year with Volvo
The new XC90 marks 

the beginning of a 

new chapter in Volvo’s 

history, capturing its 

future design direction, 

incorporating its 

own range of new 

technologies

Volvo XCXC9090
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STRATHMORE Volvo, 

Britain’s longest serving

Volvo dealership, is the

Oban and area.

Part of the Cameron

Group, based in Dunkeld 

Road’s famous ‘Motor

Mile’ in Perth, Strathmore 

Volvo has won many 

for the quality of their

proud of its envious 

reputation, both within

the motor trade and

of staff training and

improvement ensures

step ahead of its many

rivals.

there. Strathmore Volvo 

and leave you with a 

pride and joy is returned 

to you, so you don’t have 

to journey to Perth.

The full range of new

available for test drive.

Looking for a top

quality used Volvo? Then 

Selekt Used models 

always available with 

from around £9,000 up 

tailored to suit your 

lifestyle.

If you’re looking for a 

breath of fresh air and 

then try Strathmore 

Volvo in Perth. 

You’ll be pleasantly

surprised.

Telephone 

01738 622156 or 

details and photographs

STRATHMORE PERTH - VOLVO DEALERS FOR THE OBAN AREA
car and has more dynamic 
driving properties - without 
compromising ride comfort.
The shock absorber springs
and anti-roll bars are
adjusted and tuned to be
fi rmer and more balanced. 
The result is improved 
control and a sportier, road-
hugging drive.

Fitted as standard to
the XC60 range is Volvo’s 
autonomous braking City
Safety system which is
designed to help a driver
avoid a low-speed crash or 
to reduce its severity.

Strathmore guarantees its
customers an unbeatable
combination of quality,
reassurance and expertise
when it comes to vehicle 
aftersales and servicing
through the Volvo service
promise. After making sure 
customers get to where they
need to go, Strathmore’s 
expert technicians will
give each car a full health
check, including a free
software upgrade to 
ensure that it's performing
at its best, followed by a 
car wash. Customers will
also drive away from the 
dealership with 12 months' 
complimentary Volvo

roadside assistance.
Strathmore’s dealership

director Norman Leishman 
comments: ‘Volvo is a 
fantastic brand that enjoys 
great loyalty from its
customers – it’s a great fi t 
with us and the way we 
do business. The most
important thing we can do as
a dealership is to ensure that 
every customer that pays us 
a visit drives away knowing 
that they’ve experienced the
very highest standards of 
service,’ he said.  ‘That’s our
promise to our customers
as we’re proud to be the 
longest serving Volvo retailer 
in the UK.’

Part of a family company,
Strathmore has enjoyed 
continuous investment 
from owner and chairman, 
Douglas Cameron, to 
establish one of the most 
experienced Volvo teams in
the network.

For more information
on the services available
at Strathmore, the full
Volvo car range or to
arrange a test drive, 
telephone the dealership, 
located on Arran Road,
on 01738 622156 or visit 
www.volvocarsperth.co.uk. Strathmore Volvo dealership in Perth



Garage 
      Services

Tel: 01397 704624  Mob: 07866 552902 
Email: kmf@kmfcars.com   www.kmfcars.com

Unit 1 & 2a Caol Ind Est, Fort William, PH33 7PH

• FOR ALL NEW AND USED VAUXHALL CARS AND VANS

• SALES AND SERVICING FOR VAUXHALL, VOLKSWAGEN AND 
OTHER MAKES OF VEHICLES

• CAR SERVICING & REPAIRS

• CAR & VAN SALES

• BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC TESTS

• APPROVED REPAIRER FOR LEX LEASING, ARVAL & INCHCAPE

• TYRES & BALANCING

• CAR & VAN RENTALS

Mechanical Services

Your directory 
for the best in the 
autocare business 
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