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Atlantis Leisure left counting the cost 
after fraudsters hack into phone system 

Taxi for Tiddles: Lorna Wylie with the black cat who jumped into her taxi at the weekend. 16_t08blackcat01 

Cash problems 
leave Glencruitten 
golf club bunkered
THE FUTURE of Glencruitten 
Golf Club was debated at the 
club’s AGM yesterday evening 
(Wednesday) after clubhouse 
staff were made redundant.

Five staff members, two 
full-time and three part-time, 
were recently let go as the club 
tried to balance its books.

A club spokesman insisted 
there was no risk of the club 
becoming defunct.

He added: ‘This is not the end 
for Glencruitten, far from it. Like 
any business, it just needs to be 
going in the right direction.’

Offering the clubhouse as a 
franchise is one solution being 
mooted by the committee of the 
cash-strapped club.

In the meantime, members are 
being asked to volunteer and 
the bar will be open on Friday 
nights, Saturdays and Sundays.

Although the club has 
introduced various fundraising 
events over the past year, 

attributed to a drop in 
membership. 

Two held after 
drugs raid
POLICE arrested two Oban 
men in connection with drugs 
offences on Monday afternoon.

Acting under a search warrant, 
police seized a quantity of drugs 
including cannabis, Methadone, 
Valium and a number of, as yet, 

house in the town.
Inspector Julie McLeish said: 

‘This was a joint investigation 
between Oban CID and local 

‘Illegal drugs are unacceptable 
in our community.’

 TWO MEN appeared before 
Oban Sheriff Court on Tuesday 
charged with supplying a 
controlled drug while on bail.

Both men pled not guilty to 
the charges and were released 
on bail.

Cat in a cab proves the purr-fect fare

We will listen,  
pledges Argyll 
schools boss 
A NEW list of schools for con-
sultation on closure is due to be 
published tomorrow (Friday).

In an exclusive interview with 
The Oban Times, Councillor Ellen 
Morton, Argyll and Bute Council 
spokeswoman for education since 
December, sets out her stall on 
the consultation process.

Councillor Morton said: ‘I am 

closure – parents and children 
should be very clear about that. I 
am setting a list for consultation. 
This is a time where we need to 
get out and listen to our com-
munities.’

‘I am especially keen to hear 
about the impact on a community 
from the loss of a school – this is 
a really big issue and I want to be 
sure we look in detail at this as-
pect in every area where a school 
closure is proposed.

‘I have been going to schools all 
over Argyll and I have been talk-
ing to staff, children and parents. 
In almost every school I have been 
in I have been impressed by the 
staff and pupils. This has given 
me a good view about education 
as a whole in Argyll and Bute and 
in detail about each building.’

However, rules outlined in the 
last closure proposal documents, 
such as the 45-minute journey 
time to school, have been re-
evaluated.  

‘Children all over Argyll and 
Bute make journeys of longer 
than 45 minutes every day to get 
to school. There has never been 
a notion that we should set up a 

COUNCILLORS are being asked to think 
again about the Oban Common Good Fund.

The Common Good Fund has featured 
highly on the pages of The Oban Times and 
this has given rise to questions being asked 
about the nature of the group.

Catherine Gillies, a fundraiser for various 
charities including Dunollie House and the 
Hope MacDougall Collection, has written to 
all local councillors in Oban wards asking 
them to take the time to consider the function 
of the fund.

Catherine said: ‘There are many people 
who are interested in having more informa-
tion about the fund. Maybe now is as good a 
time as any to look at it and consider whether 
or not we need to make changes in the way 
the fund is administered.

‘I am not suggesting for a second that there 
are any irregularities in the fund. But there 
are scurrilous rumours in the town that it dis-
perses millions of pounds each year – which 
I understand is not the case.

‘As a fundraiser there are a few things 

that I want to know about any fund, such as 
how can I make an application, how much 
money can I apply for and where is the latest 
statement of the group. It is not clear where 
this information is – certainly it is not on the 
council’s website.’

Catherine continued: ‘I loathe politics and 
I get fed up when politics get in the way of 
function. 

‘Oban councillors who are willing to sit on 
the board should be invited to do so. It just 
makes sense.’

‘Now is the time to review Common Good Fund’

A COMMUNITY-owned leisure 
centre has had to renew its phone 
line security after scammers rang 
up a phone bill worth thousands of 
pounds on its account.

Oban’s Atlantis Leisure, which 
receives core funding from Argyll 
and Bute Council, believes it was a 
random target of the fraudsters, who 
hacked into the phone system and 
used it to relay calls to Sierra Leone.

Now the community company 
wants to warn other businesses in 
the area about the scam, which can 
go undetected for weeks.  

Neil Matheson, chairman of the 
leisure centre’s board of directors, 
said: ‘The system has been used as 
an exchange to send phone calls to 

Sierra Leone. We don’t yet know the 
source of the calls; it could be Sierra 
Leone as well.

‘I want businesses to be aware of 
this serious problem. It can happen 
without the victims being aware of it 
and, although this is an international 
crime, it can just as easily happen in 
a rural area as it can in the city.’

Atlantis Leisure was contacted 
by its telephone service provider in 
mid-February to be told of the huge 
increase in its phone bill and the 
large number of calls to the West 
African country.

‘We acted quickly as soon as we 

we tried blocking international calls 
but that didn’t work, so we had to 
completely shut down all out-going 
calls.

‘We then got help from someone 
locally who had experience of 
this kind of thing and were able to 
identify the problem, which proved 
to be a very technical one.’

Shut down
The telephone system was shut 

down while engineers updated the 
system.

Atlantis Leisure is now trying 
to recover the money lost to the 
scam but there is frustration it was 
allowed to happen and that two 

weeks had passed before the problem 

community charity and every pound 
is priceless, so we need to make sure 
we recover as much of the money as 
we can.

‘There is frustration that it 
happened and there is frustration 
there is not an easy way to prevent 
it happening.

a system in place that will ensure it 
doesn’t happen again. We just have 
to try and stay ahead of the game.’

Phone scams are increasing around 
the world and it is estimated that 
the cost of mobile phone scams, in 

than the PC and laptop equivalents.
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school in their area because of the 
length of their journey. Therefore, 
I will look at a new way of as-
sessing the journey, such as how 
many children will be travelling 
or what the road condition is like. 
Some of the journeys on Mull 

‘There are serious concerns 
about the curriculum for excel-
lence in schools with few pupils. 
If the school is on an island or it is 
very remote and it is the best we 
can do then so be it – otherwise 
we need to seriously look at the 
school.’

Councillor Morton added: 
‘Some of the school buildings 
in Argyll and Bute are simply 

ask ourselves if every school in 
Argyll is a centre for excellence 
in education. If not, we need to 
look at how we will make that 
happen. In some cases this may 
mean looking at improving the 
school estate. In other cases 
schools should be closed and an 
alternative offered - especially if 
there is a school within a reason-
able distance, along a fairly good 
road that has the capacity to take 
these pupils.

Councillor Morton says there is 
‘no appetite amongst councillors 
at the moment to close schools on 
islands where they are the only 
school’. 

This means that islands such as 
Luing, Coll, Colonsay, Jura, Tiree 
and Iona primary schools will not 
appear on the new list of schools 
for consultation.

‘Closing schools in town centres 
would generally be unacceptable 
as there is nowhere else for chil-
dren to go if those schools were 
closed.’

She indicated there would not 
be as many schools on the list as 
last time when 26 were included 
– but that there would be some-
where in the region of the early 
teens that would be proposed for 
consultation.

‘I will be taking a holistic ap-
proach to school closures, such 
as the number of children in 
the school, the condition of the 
buildings, the number of placing 
requests at a school and the qual-
ity of journey to another school.’

We need to ask 
ourselves if every 
school in Argyll 
is a centre for 
excellence in 
education.
Councillor Ellen 
Morton, education 
spokesperson, 
Argyll and Bute

A big conversation for town’s future

A TAXI driver picked up a very unusual fare 
at the weekend – a big black cat.

Like many a passenger on a Saturday night 
in Oban, it got into the cab and wasn’t able 
to give his name or indeed where he wanted 
to go.

But taxi driver Lorna Wylie said he was the 
purr-fect passenger.  

She said: ‘It was about 11.45pm when I saw 
this cat in the taxi rank. 

‘I got out of the car to see him because it is 
fairly unusual to see a cat in the town centre. 
While I was patting him he just jumped into 
the car. 

‘I asked at the police station if they knew 
of anyone who was missing a black Tom cat. 

They said they had watched him walk along 
George Street and straight to the taxi rank.

‘He is a very friendly cat who is used to 
travelling in cars. He is obviously well loved 
by someone.’ 

Anyone with information about who 
owns the cat should contact Lorna on 01631 
565293. 

THE BID4OBAN steering group 
is planning a series of meetings 
to ask people what should be 
done to improve the town.

Town centre manager 
Campbell Cameron has been 
visiting businesses within the 
town to gain support for a 
nationally recognised Business 
Improvement District Oban 
(BID4Oban).

The information Campbell 
collects will be used to create 
a business plan to improve the 
facilities of Oban’s business 
district for locals and visitors.  

BID4Oban chairman Graham 
MacQueen said: ‘We intend 
hosting several meetings, 
beginning with a breakfast get 
together, to tell people about our 
progress so far and giving people 

the opportunity to have their say.
We are sending a newsletter to 
all businesses in Oban with an 
invitation to the launch breakfast 
and that will open the door for 
follow up conversations and a 
chance to contribute ideas.’

A delegation of BID4Oban 
members will attend the BIDS 
Scotland Academy on March 2 
in Bathgate. 

AN EVENT to attract people 
into the tourism industry will 
be held at the VisitScotland 
Information Centre, in 
Albany Street, Oban, on March 1 
between 11am and 4pm. It is part 
of Scottish Tourism Week.

Tourism day
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DÀ MHILLEAN GU LETH GUN CHOSNADH mar-thà agus 
millean dhiubh sin nan òganaich a’ sireadh an ciad chosnaidhean. 
Mìltean de dh’ obraichean a’ dol à bith às na roinnean poblach. 

Cosgaisean foghlaim ann an Oilthighean a’ fàs agus 
atmhorachd a’ tòiseachadh air buaidh mhòr a thoirt air cosgaisean 
làitheil. Sin far am bheil sinn agus gun na gearraidhean uile air 

Thuirt an Riaghaltas gum bheil bliadhnaichean doirbh gu bhith 
romhainn agus nach eil duine dol a sheachnadh buaidh nan 
caomhnaidhean agus ma tha na tha sinn a’ faicinn mar-thà na 
eisimpleir,  tha am pian gu bhith domhainn agus maireannach. 

Bheil mi gur sàrachadh leis an aon duan seo?  An e pìobaire-
aon-phort a th’ annam a’ cur às  mo chorp gun sgur an aghaidh an 
Riaghaltais?  

Tha mi fhìn den bheachd gum feum daoine bruidhinn a-mach 

mar-thà agus a tha dol a dh’ fhulang mòran nas miosa mu ’m bi 

sochairean agus an ìre gum bheil cuid a’ deanamh ana-caitheamh 
air an airgead sin. 

Tha e gu tur ceart gum bithte a’ lorg dhòighean air daoine a 
chur air ais a dh’obair agus dèanamh cinnteach nach bi duine aig 
àm sam bith  nas miosa dheth ann an cosnadh seach an eisimeil 
shochairean. 

Ach, agus ’s e fìor ACH a th’ ann, cha bu chòir grad-
atharraichean a chur an gnìomh air na sochairean sin chun am 

dol a leigeil nan daoine sin saor bho bhith an eisimeil taic airgid 
phoblaich. 

tuarastal cosnaidh riamh agus tha òigridh an sin aig nach eil 
aithne air smachd saoghal obrach. 

Gu ìre, chan e an coire fhèin a th’ann idir ach ceannsalachd an 
t-saoghail eaconamach a th’ air na tionnsgalan mòra a thàladh gu 

gealltainn bhuannachdan mòra.
Mar a tha mi daonnan ag radh,  cha tèid aig duine le sporan a’  

phailteis air tuigsinn a’ bhuaidh a bheir an gearradh as lugha air 
teachd-a-steach nam feadhna a tha mar-thà ann am bochdainn. 

WHILE most people will accept that the welfare system was in 
need of review, there must be a serious challenge to the imple-
mentation of all the planned changes at a time when unemploy-
ment is already at a 25-year high and there is no apparent strategy 
to create the new jobs on which most of this Government’s 
policies depend. Getting people to work makes sense but there 

I repeat my concern that wealthy people cannot easily 
appreciate the impact which the smallest cut will have on those 
already in poverty.

Ailean Caimbeul
(Allan Campbell )

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A MULL council worker who 
fractured another man’s jaw after 
assaulting him outside a public 
house in Oban has narrowly 
avoided a prison sentence be-
cause of his good work record.

However, Oban Sheriff Court 
heard last Tuesday that his 
victim, a commercial diver, had 

lost his job because his injuries 
prevented him from diving.

Colin Morrison, aged 40, of 
26 Struan Crescent, Tobermory, 

-
tunity to punching the man on 
May 8 last year.

Morrison had left the pub to see 
the man and his partner arguing 

with door staff, who had refused 
them entry.

Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 

[Morrison] got himself involved.
The accused then punched the 
victim with such force that it 
knocked him to the ground and 
caused serious injury.’

Defence agent Gordon Seaton 
described his client as a quiet 
individual and a hard worker and 
explained the victim had thrown 

connected.
-

gument between the couple and 
the doormen had nothing to do 

with him and that he was unwise 
to get involved.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 

a custodial sentence because of 
your good work record and good 
history.’

Morrison was sentenced to 225 
hours’ community service.

Mull man ordered to complete 225 hours community service

MUSSEL farmers on Loch Etive  
in Argyll are making their last 
stand against an invasive species 
that has decimated the population 
of the native stock.

More than 40,000 mussel ropes 
will be pulled from the loch by 
the end of August for up to two 
years in an attempt to eradicate 
Mytilus Trossulus, a thin-shelled 
low meat species that yields no 
market value.

Hybridised 
Since invading the waters of 

the loch in 2002, the invasive 
Trossulus has hybridised with the 
native and sellable Mytilus Edulis 
species and taken its place on the 
mussel ropes, meaning the loch’s 
mussel output has been reduced 
to zero.

It’s hoped that by effectively 
starting again the industry in 
Loch Etive will return to the days 
when it produced 1,000 tonnes of 
prime mussels for sale across the 
UK and abroad every year.

Loch Etive mussel 
farmers make last 
stand against invader

Loch Etive used to produce 1,000 tonnes of prime mussels for sale to the home and export market every year.

If this isn’t 
successful, we’ll 
have to look at 
winding up.
Walter Speirs 
Muckairn Mussels

If the experiment fails, it will 
spell the end of mussel farming 
on the loch for good. 

The only two companies mus-
sel farming in Etive, Taynuilt’s 
Celtic Sea and Muckairn Mussels 
Ltd of Connel, are pinning their 
entire hopes on it.

Muckairn Mussels managing 
director Walter Speirs is one 
of the UK’s leading experts on 

government agency advisory 
boards and committees.

noticing this different type of 
mussel on the ropes, thereafter 
things started getting worse and 
they’re now hybridised with the 
Edulis. Production has since 
fallen to zero.

out and leave the loch fallow. 

we can put the ropes back in and 
start again.’

Trossulus’ shells are so weak 
that they cannot defend them-
selves against predators nor the 
rigours of open water currents, 
hence the cause for optimism.

-
tion seems to take them out; but 
there’s no guarantee that they 
won’t come back because nobody 
knows where they came from.’

During the experiment, the 
waters will be monitored to look 
at the impact on the Trossulus. 

Should the move prove successful 
after one year, the ropes could be 
re-submerged early.

In the meantime, the ropes will 
be stored on land and allowed to 
dry, killing off the Trossulus.

For Celtic Sea, that means using 
the area of ground traditionally 

as a store for the ropes. 
That means the pier, known 

locally as Bonawe Pier, will be 

or charter hires for the duration 
of the experiment, after which it 
will be returned for use as a car 
park. 

Various discussions with the 
local community council and 
interested parties will take place 
over the next few weeks and 
months to help those who will 

elsewhere meantime.

successful, we’ll have to look at 
winding up.’

BARRA’S vital air link with 
Benbecula has been saved in 
a bitter-sweet budget that cut 
£5.1million of public spending 
in the Western Isles.

Almost every area of council 
operations saw cuts; libraries 
and sport centre opening hours, 
spend on bus services and street 
cleaning and free school meals 
among them.

Refuse collections could also be 
cut in Stornoway to a fortnightly 
rota, the dog fouling bins service 
will no longer be provided and 

per cent more to have commercial 
waste collected. Sixty members 

of staff have also opted to take 
voluntary redundancy or early 
retirement to slash wage costs.

However, Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar also moved to invest 
£7million in roads and properties 
over the next three years to 
maintain the infrastructure and 
ploughed an extra £327,000 into 
social and community services 
budgets.

Welcome
Most welcome on Barra 

though is the news that the 

Benbecula will be preserved 
for the next two years at least 
after the council’s transport and 

resources committees found the 
cash to keep it going. 

Leader of the Comhairle Angus 

been the most challenging we 
have had to address during my 
time with the Comhairle. 

Balanced

budget and whilst it contains 

protects economic development, 
includes growth in community 
care and provides for investment 
in roads and buildings.’

The Band D Council tax level 
was set at £1,024 and remains 
the lowest in Scotland. 

He has now urged the MSP 
for the Western Isles, Alasdair 
Allan, to make the case to 
Holyrood to cover the £1million 
costs that the Comhairle will 
incur as a result of the Scottish 
Government’s decision to keep 
four schools open.

Mr Cambpell said that, with the 
council having to make savings 
of £24.5million over the coming 
four years, next year’s budget 
could be just as challenging.

of closing a similar budget gap 
next year is potentially daunting, 

am recommending to you today 

will leave us as well placed 
as any council in Scotland to 
address it.’

Western Isles SNP MSP 

Comhairle have reconsidered 
their transport committee’s 
initial position and have now 
decided to continue their 
valuable support for this lifeline 
air service.

in Barra, not least by many 
hospital patients. 

now being reached between the 
Comhairle and Loganair on this 
matter.’

Barra flights saved amid island council cuts

southern half of the Western Isles to achieve a second 
Eco Schools Green Flag Award.

The school thanked all those who have been involved 
with their programme of activities, which helped them 
achieve the award.

By winning the award the pupils have shown a 
commitment to improving their environmental 
awareness through activities linked to all curricular 
areas. 

A big part of this drive in their programme for 
sustainable development is involving their parents, 
local community, and many outside agencies.
Left: Pupils at Eriskay Primary School.

Eriskay Primary 
School gains its 
second Green Flag

TOURISM on the Isle of Iona 
will be boosted this spring as new 
luxury accommodation opens 
its doors thanks to £400,000 of 
funding from Bank of Scotland.

Ardoran House will offer lavish 
bed and breakfast accommodation 
with spa and the Ardbeg, a self-
catering property for parties of up 
to 10, complete with an outdoor 
hot tub.

Both properties were built and 
are owned and operated by Iona-

The project was made possible 
with the support of the £400,000 
funding package from Bank of 
Scotland. 

tourist accommodation to be built 
on Iona for 10 years.

The company was established in 
1971 by Helen and Gordon Grant 
but is now operated and managed 
by their daughters Sheila, 
Catriona and Eilidh. 

been a real lack of luxury 
accommodation for tourists to 
stay in on this island, with many 
people visiting for the day, but 

during peak summer season.

previously on site had been used 
as a smaller self-catering block 
that weren’t up to the standards 
that Iona now needs to attract 
people to choose to holiday here. 

high quality bed and breakfast 
and self-catering accommodation 
with the most wonderful views 
over the Sound of Mull and with 
state of the art accommodation 
including a spa.’

Experienced operator
Mike Cantlay, chairman of 

growth is critical to the future 
of Scotland and in the current 
climate it’s important we all work 
together to attract even more 
visitors and ultimately bring more 
money to local economies.

level of investment from Bank of 
Scotland and businesses getting 
the support they need to raise the 
quality of their product.’

Craig McNaughton West of 
Scotland Area Director for Bank of 

quality of the accommodation 
and the company’s experience in 
the hospitality sector meant that 
we were able to work with them 
to provide the necessary funding 
to enable the completion of this 
important project for Iona.

the most interesting that Bank of 
Scotland has been involved with 
in the west coast given its unique 
location and the role this new 
venture will play in enhancing 
tourism on Iona.’

Iona moves 
into luxury 
tourism
market

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Gathering raises £1,275 
for Colonsay company
ONE OF Colonsay’s most famous 
sons, Hector MacFadyen, and 
his ceilidh band played at this 
year’s Colonsay Gathering in 
Crianlarich.

The gathering, held on February 
12 in the Crianlarich Hotel, was 
attended by 68 islanders and 
ex-pats, who enjoyed a delicious 
meal and a wonderful night’s 
dancing.

Alastair Scouller said Grace, 
Dr Roddy MacLeod toasted 
the island and Mike McNicoll 
replied.

Angus McFadyen helped with 

of excitement. 
Sponsors were as generous as 

always with prizes ranging from 
accommodation at The Colonsay, 
The Crianlarich Hotel and island 

whisky and champagne from 
Dr. Roddy, Niall Brown, The 
Gun Club, Mike McNicoll and 
Seumus MacNeill. 

These, in addition to many 

company digging deep in their 
pockets and £365 was raised.

In total the event raised £1,275 

for the company which will be 
used to ensure the maintenance 
of current projects and to fund 
further future schemes.

Dancing
Pedie and Jen MacNeill, along 

with Anna MacDonald and Niall 
Brown, added to the gaiety with 
various musical interludes and 
the dancing was reluctantly 
wrapped up at 1am. 

Those who had a distance to 
travel drifted off and many of 
those resident in the hotel headed 
for a comfy bed but there were 
still the stalwarts to be found 
carousing and enjoying the craic 
in the bar until after 4am.

Grateful
Colonsay Development 

Company is most grateful for 
everyone’s support – all of those 
who attended, particularly those 
who travelled great distances to 
be present, those who sent good 

prizes, Hector and his band, the 
individual entertainers and the 
hotel.

The development company 
hopes to repeat the event in 
2013.

Islanders unhappy with 
sporadic bin collection

International interest
in rural health project

CAMRA 
award for 
Islay Ales

ISLANDERS on Lismore have 
rubbished their sporadic bin 
collection. 

In the past six months there 

the fortnightly bin collection 
has not happened, meaning rub-
bish can be lying out for up to a 
month.

Toby Burnett, from Achnacr-

collection, so if they miss a pick 
up you are looking at a month 
before it is collected.

Potholes

everyone else and you wonder 
why. 

place, a lot of houses have private 
water and sewage systems and 
there are about eight streetlights 
on the island. The least we can 
expect is a bin collection.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
apologised for the disruption, 

of breakdowns with the only 
suitable bin lorry for Lismore’s 
roads. It is a 10-tonne truck as 
opposed to the standard 18-23 
tonne truck and is shared with 
Colonsay.

Problems

weather problems over the winter 
which have meant ferries were 
cancelled and therefore the lorry 
was stuck on Colonsay for longer 
than anticipated.

spare vehicles for the run on 
Lismore but the current lorry is 
being repaired.’ 

The council spokeswoman said 

to keep people living on Lismore 
up to date.

ISLAY Ales has retained a 
national title in the Campaign for 
Real Ales (CAMRA) Awards.

The Islay company won the 
Champion Bottle Conditioned 
Beer of the Year with its Single 
Malt Ale. Last year it won the 
same award for its Black Rock 
Ale.

All of the beers in the 
competition were nominated 
by CAMRA members across 
Scotland.

brewed exclusively for the 2005 
Islay Festival of Music and Malt.

An Islay Ales spokesman said 
they were absolutely thrilled 
to have won the award for the 
second year running and said it 
demonstrated its commitment to 
producing hand-crafted cask and 
bottle conditioned beers.

A PROJECT, which was born 
in the Highlands and Islands, 
has won a national award and 
attracted international interest.

The Remote Service Futures 
Project explored the most effec-
tive ways for communities in 
rural Scotland to get involved 
in planning their future health 
services.

The initiative between the Cen-
tre for Rural Health, part of the 
new University of the Highlands 
and Islands, and NHS Highland 
looked at the challenges of 
providing services in remote 
and rural areas – including staff 
recruitment and travelling times 
and costs for patients, families, 

carers and health professionals. It 
involved community workshops, 
forums and roadshows in com-
munities in Argyll, Wester Ross 
and Lochaber. 

Now the completed two-year 
scheme has received one of 
two awards for the best Scot-
tish partnership project in the 
Knowledge Transfer Partnership 
Scotland Awards, presented by 
Angela Constance, minister for 
skills and lifelong learning, at a 
ceremony in Dunblane. 

It will now go into the UK-
wide awards to be announced in 
London in October. The project 
has since attracted international 
interest.
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Clean bill of 
health for 
Oban hospital 
Standards are among the best    
in Scotland, say inspectors

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

AN UNANNOUNCED inspec-
tion at Lorn and the Isles Hospital 
found exceptional standards of 
cleanliness.

Inspectors from the Healthcare 
Environment Inspectorate (HEI), 
reputed to be the harshest critics 
of the standards in hospitals, were 
impressed with the environment 
in Oban.

The visit, which took place on 
January 13, showed the hospital to 
be one of the cleanest in Scotland, 
with infection rates at the hospital 
among the lowest in the country.

In a feedback session with 
inspectors, senior staff were told 
the hospital was ‘amongst the 
best in Scotland’ operating at the 
highest standard.

A NHS Highland spokesman 
said: ‘This report is a real tribute 
to the hard work and commitment 
of the staff in Lorn and Islands 
Hospital. 

‘They reported that the standard 
of cleanliness within the hospital 
is good and fully compliant with 
the national requirements. 

‘They noted that written clean-
ing schedules are in place for all 
equipment and environmental 
cleaning.

‘They also noted that patients 
with known infections are cared 
for appropriately within the hos-
pital and that advice for staff is 
readily available from Infection 
Control nurses and doctors. 

‘They reported that informa-
tion on infection rates is clearly 
and consistently displayed in 
all wards and that staff training 
in the prevention and control of 
infection is delivered,’ added the 
spokesman.

Pat Tyrrell, at Argyll and Bute 
Community Health Partnership 
(CHP), said: ‘An unannounced 
inspection visit by the HEI is a 
true test of the standards of Infec-
tion Prevention and Control in 
any hospital. 

‘The inspectors, four in total, 

arrived at the hospital at 8.30am 
and spent the day examining the 
standards of the hospital and ward 
environments and the practice of 
staff within the hospital. 

‘It is complete credit to all of the 
staff working at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital that the infection rates 
within this hospital are so low 
and that we have received such a 
positive account from the national 
inspection team. 

‘From hospital managers to 
healthcare, domestic, estates, 
catering, portering and adminis-
trative staff the dedication, team 
work and pride in their hospital 
has been tremendous.’

NHS Highland also accepts the 
requirements and recommenda-
tions contained within the report 
and work has begun already on 
the areas where improvement is 
required. 

An action plan has been devel-
oped which will be monitored 
through the Argyll and Bute In-
fection Control Group and is also 
available on the HEI website.

Derek Leslie, general manager 
of Argyll and Bute CHP added: 
‘People right across Argyll and 
Bute can be assured that Lorn 
and Islands Hospital in Oban 
is one to be proud of, where the 
risks of infection are continu-
ally being minimised through the 
hard work and dedication of all 
staff throughout the hospital.’

An unannounced 
inspection is a 
true test of the 
standards of 
infection control. 
It is credit to all 
staff that rates 
are so low.
Pat Tyrrell, CHP

Louise MacDonald with cousin Neil Munro prior to heading to Glasgow in a stretch Chrysler Limousine. t08louise1

Louise enjoys ‘best weekend ever’ in Glasgow
‘THE BEST weekend I’ve ever 
had’ was how little Louise 
MacDonald described her trip 
to Glasgow, paid for through a 
fundraising drive by an Oban 
hairdressers.

The 12-year-old suffers from 

condition that causes tumours to 
grow on nerve tissue throughout 
the body.

During recent chemotherapy 

treatment, Louise lost 17lbs in 
just two weeks, prompting doc-
tors to give her a break from the 
treatment and consider whether 
chemotherapy is the best solu-
tion.

Moved
Staff at Rutherfords salon, 

where Louise got her hair cut, 
were moved by her story and, 
during Louise’s six-week stay in 
hospital, set about organising a 

fundraising day in the salon. The 
event made nearly £2,500.

Last weekend, a Chrysler 
Limousine took Louise and her 
mother Marliese to the Glynhill 
Hotel in Glasgow, where they 
stayed for two nights. 

The pair also went ice-skat-
ing and shopping during the 
weekend.

‘It was magic,’ said Louise. 
‘The ice-skating was amazing. 

I fell a couple of times but I 
just got back up. Then we went 
shopping and I got a pair of Ugg 
boots, perfume and clothes. 

Best
‘It was the best weekend I have 

ever had and I would like to 
thank everyone for everything, 
especially everyone at Ruther-
fords.’

When asked what her favourite 
part of the weekend was, the 

charismatic youngster replied: 
‘Everything.’

Marliese said: ‘Louise had a 
great time. She went swimming 
in the hotel twice and on Satur-
day we met up with friends she 
made while she was in hospital.

‘We stayed in a lovely hotel 
and the staff there were great. 
Louise got to know them all; 
she’s not shy and tends to make 
an impression on people.’ 

Band blazes a trail to aid mountain rescue team
TIREE ceilidh band Trail 
West came to the aid of Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team at the 
weekend to help them raise 
funds for the volunteer group.

The band played to a busy 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House on 
Friday night after Oban High 
School Pipe Band had warmed 
up the crowd with a selection of 
tunes.

Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
deputy leader Ian Campbell ar-
ranged the event with the band’s 
drummer, Andrew Findlater, 
at the Tiree Music Festival last 
year.

Ian said: ‘It was a great event 
and we plan to do it again, 
hopefully with Trail West.

‘You can tell they are a good 
band by the number of people 

Ian thanked Angus MacPhail 
of Skipinnish Ceilidh House 
for the use of the venue, those 

everyone who supported the 
event, which raised more than 
£700.

The mountain rescue team is 
currently on a fundraising drive 
to buy a new Land Rover.

Trail West donned mountaineering gear at the fundraising ceilidh for Oban Mountain Rescue Team. 
15_t08trail02

Hundreds lose 
power after tree 
falls on cable
MORE than 300 properties in 
and around Oban lost power on 
Saturday morning after a tree 
fell on an overhead cable.

Power was lost just before 7am 
but engineers had restored power 
to the majority of properties by 
8.15am.

The engineers restored the 38 
properties directly fed by the 
affected section of the network 
by 9.50am, once the tree was 
removed from the overhead 
network. 

A spokeswoman for 
Scottish Hydro Electric Power 
Distribution said: ‘We would 
like to apologise to all of those 
affected by the interruption to 
the supplies.’

Scottish secretary 
visits troubled 
Skykon factory

Man arrested and 
reported to fiscal

Oban aims to learn ‘what we should 
be doing’ at unique tourism event
A ‘UNIQUE’ event for tourism 
in Argyll and Bute will take place 
at the Corran Halls at the end of 
next month.

In a partnership of some of 
the leading players in Scotland, 
the Tourism Summit will drive 
forward tourism in Argyll and 
the islands.

VisitScotland, the Forestry 
Commission Scotland, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Food from Argyll 
and the Argyll and the Isles 
Strategic Tourism Partnership 
will host the event on March 31.

Councillor Neil Mackay, who is 
co-ordinating the event, said: ‘We 
are collectively co-ordinating 

tourism industry event witnessed 
in Argyll and the Isles for a 
number of years.  

‘We know that the tourism 
industry is changing and the 

BRIDGE of Orchy village has been 
plunged into the dark ages because 
of confusion over its water supply.

system that serves the community 
has been damaged by the harsh 
winter weather and water has been 
fed into homes directly from a burn 
since the last week of November.

However, contrary to community 
belief, Argyll and Bute Council 
stated it was not aware of the 
problem.

Although the council took over 
responsibility of the water supply 
from Network Rail about 10 years 
ago, the closure of the village’s 

primary school and the sale of any 
council-owned home since then 
negates any duty by the council to 
provide water. 

Steven McColl, who owns a 15-
bed bunkhouse in Bridge of Orchy, 
said: ‘We are fast approaching 
the tourist season and we have no 
running water.

‘I estimate we have turned away 
£10,000 of business in three months 
because you can’t let people stay 
here when there is not running 
water. 

‘The hotel has spent a fortune on 
bottled water.

‘I lived in Peru for two years and 

had clean running water. Why can’t 
we have that in Bridge of Orchy – it 
just seems nonsense to me.’

Private supply
Mr McColl said although villagers 

were all on a private water supply, 
they would be happy to pay for the 

‘It just seems like no-one is doing 
anything about it and the council 
doesn’t want to know,’ he added. 

‘We just want to know who is 
responsible for providing a water 
supply.’

The council has denied a claim 
by Mr McColl that it promised 
to update residents via letter, but 

following the enquiry from The 
Oban Times has pledged to send 

investigate the problem.
A spokeswoman for the council 

said: ‘As the council are not a 
statutory water provider we do 
not have the same duties as water 
companies etc; and residents of 
Bridge of Orchy were informed 
about this when the school was 
closed. There are grants available 
to improve water supplies, and 
ensure their treatment etc. These 
can be applied for by the residents, 
and applications would go to the 
environmental health team.’

Council to probe Bridge
of Orchy water supply

POLICE in Oban are appealing for witnesses to an alleged 
assault outside The Woodside Hotel in Tweeddale Street, 
Oban.

A 24-year-old man reported an incident, which happened 
just after midnight on Sunday. An Oban police spokesman 
said the man did not sustain any serious injuries.

Appeal for witnesses 
after alleged assault

A BIG ‘leopard-like’ black cat 
was spotted by tourists on the 
A816 between Oban and Loch-
gilphead on Saturday evening.

The ‘beast’ measuring ‘at 

seen crossing the road near to 
Knipoch around 4pm. Visitor 

to the area Charlie Nelson, from 
Stirling, said: ‘It was a powerful 
looking beast - pure black with a 
big long tail. 

‘It can only be described as 
leopard like. We stopped the car 
to try and get a photo but it was 

Visitor claims to have seen ‘leopard-like’ black cat between Oban and Lochgilphead public sector agencies must 
equally create new and innovative 
ways of driving tourism in Argyll 
and the Isles and Scotland as a 
whole.  

‘We would like to share with 

the tourism industry our key 
thoughts and learn from you 
what we should or should not be 
doing. 

‘Together we will develop 
a cohesive vision to move the 
tourism industry up the value 
chain, extend the season and 

Argyll and the Isles.
‘We have lined up nationally 

important speakers to give you 
their thoughts; Dr Mike Cantlay, 
chairman of Visit Scotland, Paul 
McLaughlin, chief executive of 
Scotland’s Food and Drink and 
Bob Downie, chief executive of 
the Royal Yacht Britannia.  

‘We are facilitating a diverse 
range of thematic workshops and 
we will be launching a new award 
to celebrate those individuals 
or organisations that have or 
are making a positive impact on 
tourism in Argyll and Bute.’

Councillor Neil Mackay.

A MAN has been arrested and 
reported to the Procurator Fiscal 
charged with an alleged assault 
and theft in Oban’s Station 
Square.

The man is accused of 
assaulting another man last 
Friday night before stealing his 
wallet.

SECRETARY of State for 
Scotland Michael Moore MP 
visited troubled wind turbine 
tower manufacturer Skykon this 

troubles. 
Skykon was placed into 

administration after its Danish 

bankruptcy. Mr Moore, and 
Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid, 
met in private with Andrew 
Davidson of Ernst and Young, 
administrators, and David Steele, 
factory manager.

‘I hope the administrators 
and the management team 
will be able to work their way 
through it and Alan Reid will be 
taking away a number of points 
to discuss with the Scottish 
Government and others,’ he said.

Mr Reid added: ‘With a 
modern factory, a skilled, 
committed workforce and the 
demand for wind energy it must 

willing to take over the site.’
On Friday, Andrew Davison 

and fellow administrator Colin 

funding. Siemens, which had 
advanced funding for the 
completion of an outstanding 
order of 30 wind turbine towers 
in January, has extended its 
support, ensuring all staff will 
remain employed for a further 
two weeks. 
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Lorn Lines
THE Oban Concern for Palestine Group has been planning its 
activities for 2011.

The group was established more than two years ago when a 
number of local people got together because of their concerns 
about the situation in Israel and Palestine.

Its main purpose is to discuss, highlight and act on the harrass-

every day. The Oban group now has more than 40 members.
One of its members, David Mitchell, recently returned to Oban 

after serving for three months as a peace observer in Palestine 
and Israel under the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
(EAPPI). 

He will be talking about his experiences at a public meeting in 
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban, on Sunday March 13 at 7.30pm.

The group’s co-convenor, Graeme Pagan, from Oban, said: ‘It is 
hard to dispute what David witnessed when he was out there. 

‘Because of the historical part that Britain played in creating the 
mess which is now being experienced there we have a humanitar-
ian duty to take action. Peace with justice must be secured.’

On Saturday March 19, there is a Scottish conference about 
the suggested boycott, which some members of the group expect 

afternoon.
The next meeting of the Oban group is at Neaveton, Oban, on 

Friday March 25 at 7.30pm.
Later on in the year, the group intends to have a stall for the 

sale of Palestinian goods at Oban’s Charities Day Street Fair and 
Carnival being organised again by Oban and Lorn Lions Club. 
The event takes place on Saturday June 11.

Anyone wanting to join the Oban Concern for Palestine Group 
is asked to contact Graeme Pagan at Neaveton, Rowan Road, 

VALENTINE’S evening saw the judging, by members of 
Oban Photographic Club, of their entries for the Argyll Trophy 
competition. 

The subject this year, chosen by the trophy donor, Katy Weir, 
was ‘Argyll Castles’. As can be imagined, Kilchurn, Castle 
Stalker, Dunollie and Dunstaffnage all featured heavily among 
the 50 images. 

The images were of excellent quality and it was an exceedingly 
hard task to pick the best.

The next meeting of the club is on February 28 when George 
Neilson, from Edinburgh Photographic Society, will talk on 
sports photography.

THE MS Society Scotland is urgently looking for volunteers in 
Oban or surrounding areas who have a long-term health condition 
to train as course leaders for its six-week self-management 
courses. 

Full training will be given at a residential training course in 
Glasgow in April. 

Regional programme co-ordinator, Valerie Johnston, said: 

to cope with the problems that living with a chronic condition 
brings.’

For further information on becoming a course leader, telephone 

Matthew’s on a mission to help Oban fishermen

Man on a mission: Matthew Ramsay is the new Fishermen’s Mission officer covering Oban. 15_t08ramsay1

THE FISHERMAN’S Mission 
base in Oban may be a distant 
memory, but the organisation 

ensure its services are available 
in the town.

Auxiliary Superintendent 
Matthew Ramsay now includes 
Oban and Mull in his area of 
responsibility.

Based in Carradale, Matthew’s 
patch also includes the whole of 
Kintyre and Islay.

‘The Fishermen’s Mission ex-

and for them it is good to know 
there is somebody who cares for 
them,’ he explained.

Most recently, Matthew has 
been offering support to Tarbert 

family.
Sean ended up in hospital after 

being dragged overboard to a 
depth of 50 metres. It was only 
the quick thinking of the skipper 
and crew on board which saved 
his life.

Sean is now back at home 

– and his partner, Natasha 
MacNaughton, gave birth to 
a baby girl soon after he was 
discharged.

Matthew was on hand offering 
support to both Sean’s family 
and a heavily pregnant Natasha 
while he was in hospital recover-
ing from his ordeal.

Visiting Oban last week, Mat-
thew said people continued to be 
very supportive of the mission’s 

being closed. ‘Missions are 
closing everywhere. Being a 

the same pound. Missions were 
being used more by tourists 

there are just not the resources 
to keep them going to cater only 
for visitors,’ added Matthew, 
who has previously worked as a 

protection service.
Anyone wishing to contact 

Matthew can do so by emailing 

HIAL reports 10 
per cent jump in 
passenger numbers
THE NEW year has brought new 
passengers to Highlands and 
Islands Airports Ltd (HIAL), 
which announced a near ten 
per cent leap in its passenger 
numbers.

January 2011, compared to 
January 2010, were 9.7 per 
cent up, a partial rebound 

December.

compared to the same period 
last year, much of that can be 
attributed to poor weather at the 
tail end of last year and volcanic 

2010.
Inglis Lyon, managing 

director for HIAL, said: ‘The 
winter in January 2010 was 
particularly extreme weather 
wise. This meant that there were 

cancellations across the group. 
‘Luckily, we have had a better 

January this year which has 
meant our group passenger 

Volunteer work 
order for vandal
A SCHOOL pupil who caused 
£700 of damage to a community-
run polytunnel has been told to 
repay the community through 
volunteer work.

Stephanie Waiton, aged 17, of 

admitted using a metal pole to 
stab holes in the structure at 
Ardchattan Primary School on 
July 15 last year.

Defence agent Laura Russell 
said her client had committed 
the offence through boredom but 
hadn’t realised the damage she 
was doing and deeply regretted 
her actions.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence on Waiton for 
one year for her to be of good 
behaviour, adding: ‘You have 
to make a contribution to the 
community to make up for the 
damage and distress you caused.’

Scheme hopes to 
grab volunteers
A RECYCLING and reuse 
initiative which works across 
Argyll and Bute to help 
encourage residents to reduce 
waste and save money is looking 
for new volunteers.

The Group for Recycling in 
Argyll and Bute (GRAB) Trust 
raises awareness of the impact of 

and helps people reduce what 
they throw away.

Volunteers are sought to 
provide support to communities 

campaigns by attending events, 
running workshops, giving talks 
or chatting to people on a one to 
one basis.

If you would like to volunteer, 
contact Kate Glasgow at the 

argyll-bute.gov.uk.

‘Tensions’ led to 
assault on partner
A MAN assaulted his partner 
after a day of ‘simmering 
tensions’, Oban Sheriff Court 
has heard.

Robert Graham, aged 25, 
whose address was given as 

her shoulders and restraining 
her on the ground at a house 
in Tobermory, Isle of Mull, on 
November 11. 

Sentence was deferred on 
Graham until August 23 for him 
to be of good behaviour.

Annual refit
for Jura ferry
THE JURA car ferry, the Eilean 
Dhiura, has gone for its annual 

The ferry departed Port Askaig 
last Thursday and was expected 
to be back in two weeks. 

The relief vessel, the Margaret 
Sinclair, has been on station and 
will conduct all scheduled runs 
as normal.

Fisherman caught 
with cannabis
A FISHERMAN who was 
caught in possession of cannabis 
resin struggled with police 

search him.

Gilmour Buildings, John Street, 
Oban, pled guilty at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday to 
causing a breach of the peace 
and obstructing the police 

possessing the class B drug on 
December 18 last year.

Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 

approached Guy, who seemed 
agitated after being refused entry 
into a licensed premises.

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Treatment 
plant goes 
live - at last 

CHOREOGRAPHER to the stars Tim Noble will bring his dance 
workshop to Oban for a second consecutive year.

Tim, who has devised routines for the likes of Kylie Minogue 
and Pharell Williams, will lead the workshop Dance Like The 
Stars at Atlantis Leisure in Oban on March 13.

Described as an energetic and fun-packed class, the workshop is 
for anyone over the age of seven.

Contact Atlantis Leisure for more information. 

Time flies on Oban’s North Pier – at least it did last Thursday as the clock that perches 
on the town’s iconic red roof was removed for repair. A crane from MacLachlans and 
electricians from Oban Electrical Services removed the clock, which sits above above 
Ee-Usk and Piazza restaurants.  The clock last ticked about 10 years ago and is now off 
for a long overdue repair. It is being taken to a clock specialist, James Ritchie and Son 
Clockmakers, in Edinburgh, and will return refurbished in a month with the original 
1927 clock face still intact. 15_t08clock01

Time is right for clock repairs

‘new’ £1.5million sewage treatment plant 

nearly a year late.
Village residents were concerned that 

the plant was becoming a white elephant, 
with the site looking more like a work in 
progress for months on end.

There were also security fears, with 
none of the gates padlocked and many 
of the tanks lying open as the plant 
continued to malfunction.

Worst of all, from nearby parents’ point 
of view, was a rusty reinforcing rod that 
was shoved into the ground at a 45 degree 
angle to ‘secure’ a collapsed plastic fence, 
presenting a clear impaling risk.

Finally, it was understood that nearby 
building plots could not be developed 

Scottish Water disputed.
Now though, with the facility working, 

it seems like all those problems are long 
gone and the site is now fully secured.

A spokesman for Scottish Water said: 

works is, in effect, completed.
‘I’m aware of the earlier concern about 

safety and we looked at that. We also 
explained there is no issue in relation to 
housing developments.

‘As for the reason for the delay, the 
treatment works comprises a highly 
technical process which was designed to 
provide a very high standard of treatment 
given the sensitive nature of Loch Etive 

‘Our project team have worked hard 
to commission the works and operate 
it to its full extent but this has proved 

The spokesperson said that the work 

water services operator looking at other 
ways to improve the plant.

He said: ‘The facility has made a huge 
difference to the local environment but 
we believe it could be improved further. 

‘We are looking at what work could be 
done and will keep people informed.’

Retailers must register 
to sell tobacco products
TOBACCO retailers have less than a month 
to prepare for new rules designed to make 
cigarettes less available for under 18s.

Approximately 700 retailers in Argyll 
and Bute will be required to sign up to 
the register, which opens on April 1, with 
retailers given until October 1 to register. 

While the government says registration 
will be simple and free, anyone who fails 
to register could face criminal prosecution, 

for six months. 
Public health minister Shona Robison 

said: ‘Too many people have died, or 
watched loved ones suffer, as a result of 
tobacco-related illnesses. 

Restrictions
‘There is no doubt that cigarettes cause 

harm and that’s why I believe it’s right 
that those who sell cigarettes should be 
registered, allowing trading standards 

and helping to crackdown on illicit sales.
‘But we were also conscious of the need 

not to burden responsible retailers with 
needless bureaucracy. 

‘That’s why the registration process is 
simple to complete online and will be free 

of charge. I’d urge retailers now to make a 
date in their diary and ensure that they join 
the register from April 1 onwards.’

All retailers will be posted registration 
packs from next week, which include 
instructions on how to register. 

The pack will include a selection of 
signs for staff and customers that they can 
display within their stores. 

To register, log on to www.
tobaccoregisterscotland.org or request 
a form from your council’s Trading 
Standards department. 

Offence
The new legislation is part of a raft of 

measures being introduced on April 1 to 
crack down on underage tobacco sales and 
underage smoking. 

From this date, it will also be an offence 
for anyone under 18 to buy or attempt to 
buy tobacco products or cigarette papers or 
who is in possession of tobacco products or 
cigarette papers in a public place and fail to 

name and address, when requested.
It will also be illegal for anyone aged 18 

or over to buy tobacco products on behalf 
of anyone under 18.

Speakers tackle range of topics
AT THEIR meeting on February 17, mem-
bers of Oban Speakers Club enjoyed three 
main speeches on very different subjects. 

Alec Clark talked on ‘The Stone of 
Destiny’, Jim Fraser talked on ‘The red 
Squirrel’ and Tom Clegg enthused about 
his former home ‘The Isle of Bute’. 

They and their immediate critics, Donald 
MacAskill, Eamonn Arthur and Cameron 

chairman Guido Faccenda.
The topics session, which covered sub-

jects from ‘Seals’ to ‘The Common Good 
Fund’ with a visit to ‘Soap Operas’ on the 
way, was controlled by Bill Leech. 

His speakers were Eamonn Arthur, Don-
ald Macaskill, Iain Fullarton, Roy Wood, 
Willie Melville and Cameron Fletcher.

Timekeeper for the evening was Frank 
Walton and an amusing but constructive 
general evaluation was given by John 
Maclean.

The next meeting will be held in the 
Regent Hotel on March 3 at 8pm.  

THE MASONIC Lodge in Oban was 

night held by Oban Pipe Band.
The evening was part of the band’s on-

going fundraising and £410 was collected 
for band funds.

Pipe Major Euan Dewar thanked eve-
ryone who came along and supported the 
event, in particular Tony Cave, who very 

sincere thanks to the social committee 
of Oban Commercial Lodge 180 who 
provided the premises and gave everyone 
a very warm welcome.

Euan added: ‘This turned out to be an ex-
cellent social evening with a large number 
of teams from different organisations 
within the community.’

THREE motorists were ordered to stop 

issued during recent police vehicle checks 
near Lochearnhead.

The joint initiative by Central Scotland 

Police and the VOSA vehicle inspectorate 

ordered and a number of other motorists 
warned about defects. Thirty motorists 
were stopped during the operation.

Motorists fall foul of spot checks at Lochearnhead

NATIONAL 
BED MONTH

20% Off Kensington Mattresses 
and Divans

It will make you happier, 

healthier and more 

intelligent. It could even 

add years to your life and 

will definitely ensure you 

look at your sparkling best.

What’s more, this miracle 

cure-all costs no more 

than the price of a daily 

pro-biotic yoghurt and is 

readily available on the 

High Street! 

It is of course a great night’s 

sleep: completely free if you 

can handle sleeping on the 

floor. Or just a few pence 

a night to enjoy it in the 

luxury of a comfortable and 

supportive bed.

“Sleep really is the answer 

to feeling and looking your 

best,” says Jessica Alexander 

of The Sleep Council which 

will be highlighting the 

importance of a good bed 

to a good night’s sleep 

throughout March, National 

Bed Month. “People go

to huge amounts of time 

and expense to eat well 

and exercise regularly but 

without a good night’s 

sleep all that effort will be 

in vain.”

According to latest 

research, a comfortable 

uninterrupted seven or 

eight hours sleep each 

night can relieve stress, 

slow down the ageing 

process, boost your mood, 

your physical and mental 

performance and cure a 

wide range of aches and 

pains.

What’s more, says Jessica, 

there’s very little effort 

involved.  “A good night’s 

sleep is enormously 

beneficial and unlike a 

programme of healthy 

eating or regular exercise, 

the results can be enjoyed 

immediately.”

And one of the essential 

keys to unlocking a good

night’s sleep is without

doubt a comfortable bed, 

he says. “Sleep is so vitally 

important to good health 

that it’s a mystery to me 

that more emphasis is 

not placed on the health 

benefits of a good bed 

for sleep.

“Good sleep should 

be seen as a vital part 

of a healthy lifestyle like 

exercise and diet and just 

as you would invest in 

the right gear to exercise 

and buying healthy food 

so you should invest in 

purchasing a comfortable 

bed.”

SLEEP IS THE 
NEW ALL ROUND 
MIRACLE CURE

March is
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Reserved Forces soldiers, from left: Mark Charlwood, Declan Taylor, Lachie McDowall, Jim Easton and Robert Semple. 
15_t08army01

Afghan vet aids recruitment drive
A SOLDIER who has just returned 
from training the Afghan National 
Guard was in Oban at the weekend 
to help a recruitment drive by the 
reserved forces (territorial army).

Sergeant Major Jim Easton from 
the 5 Scots Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders’ reserved forces spent 
six months in Afghanistan.

He joined Muileachs Private Declan 
Taylor, from Craignure, and Colour 
Sergeant Lachie McDowall, Aros; 
Sergeant Robert Semple, Glenbarr; 
and Lance Corporal Mark Charlwood 
from Campbeltown in Oban’s Station 
Square on Saturday.

Sergeant Major Easton, from 
Balloch, said his time in Afghanistan 

was an experience he thoroughly 
enjoyed, until it came to a premature 
end when he had to return for a gall 
bladder operation.

The soldiers also took the 
opportunity to promote the territorial 
army’s Summer Challenge, where 17 
to 43 year olds can be paid £1,200 to 
take part in summer training.

Trade show among 
Scotland’s biggest
100 exhibitors squeeze into Corran Halls 

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

NEARLY 100 exhibitors 
squeezed into Oban’s Corran 
Halls to help make this year’s 
Forteith Foodservice’s West 
Highlands and Islands Tradeshow 
the biggest yet.

Since starting out in the Park 
Hotel, Oban, 32 years ago the 
tradeshow has grown into one of 
Scotland’s largest food and drink 
shows.

Forteith Foodservice senior 
partner, John Forteith, said: 
‘We couldn’t get any more trade 
stands into the Corran Halls; 
every space was taken up.

‘There were more than 400 
visiting businesses represented, 
which amounted to nearly 1,000 

people coming from as far away 
as Callander and Carlisle and 
most of the Scottish islands.

‘This year we had more local 
food and drink producers and 
many of them were new compa-
nies.’

Despite a record number of 
orders being placed at the show, 
John said there was nervousness 
among many of those at the 
tradeshow about spending in the 
current economic climate.

However, accommodation 
providers in attendance pointed 

to a high number of bookings for 
April in Argyll and Lochaber.

Delighted by the success of the 
event, John added: ‘We start mar-

We couldn’t get 
anymore trade 
stands into the 
halls. Every space 
was taken.
John Forteith, 
Forteith 
Foodservice

keting for this event 14 months in 
advance, building to a crescendo 

big effort put into this.’
The tradeshow also hands out 

awards to the most successful 
exhibitors: Best presented stand 
went to Rannoch Smokehouses, 
most enthusiastic exhibitor was 
Archie MacMillan of The Old 
Smokehouse, Campbeltown, and 
Glasgow’s Subzi Spice won the 
prize for most orders placed. 

The tradeshow was highly 
commended at the recent Scottish 
Wholesale Achievers Awards, 
where Forteith Foodservice was 
named Best Foodservice Whole-
saler-Delivered.

Ron Gillies and Linzey Cairns of Cairn O Mhor Fruit Wines had plenty of interested customers to their 
stall at last week’s show. 15_t08fort14 

Duncan Grout and Gaynor Anglesea of Oban accountancy, RA Clement Associates, hosted a prize 
draw, with a hamper and a bottle of malt whisky up for grabs. 15_t08fort09

Soave’s Ice-cream, served in Forteith’s very own Oban Ice-cream 
tubs. 15_t08fort03

 McPhee and Partners welcome Rosanne Ogden to their staff 
next month, but she was on hand at Forteith Foodservice’s West 

Highlands and Islands Tradeshow 2011 to say hello and administer 
their prize draw for a bottle of bubbly. 15_t08fort04

 Flo Macaskill of the newly 
formed Argyll Free Range Eggs, 

trading as Balvicar Farms. 
15_t08fort17

Mhairi Robertson of Rannoch 
Smokery with some of their 
unique products. 15_t08fort12

Islanders’ sadness 
at death of popular 
pub landlady

Heather hopes to 
cook up some cash 
for cinema appeal

Progress being made 
with Oban celebrations

Drivers in the dark as fault 
affects A83 traffic camera

Taynuilt whist drive raises a tasty £142

Library plans ‘Love Reading’ fundraiser

MOTORISTS are becoming 

camera on a trunk road between 
Argyll and Glasgow, which 
is supposed to alert drivers to 
weather hazards, has not been 
working.

The Live-Eye-View camera on 
the exposed and isolated Rest 
and Be Thankful on the A83 has 
not been working for some time, 
as the wind generator that pow-
ers it needs to be replaced.

It is one of a number of cam-
eras run by Transport Scotland, 
which can usually be viewed 

although some cameras in the 
more remote parts of the country 
are unavailable to view.

Motorist Robert Wakeham, 
from Castleton, near Lochgilp-
head, says the cameras need to 
be working at this time of year.

‘It’s not ideal, having paid for 
these camera through our taxes, 
to have them break down just 
when we need them.

‘We have just been through one 
of the worst winters for years 
and for much of it this camera 
was not working.

‘The Rest and Be Thankful 
is crucial to so many travellers 
from Argyll.’

A spokeswoman for Transport 
Scotland said: ‘Occasionally 
Live-Eye-View cameras are una-
vailable due to technical reasons 
and there are mechanisms in 

Operator to these faults which 
are then passed onto our mainte-
nance contractors. 

‘We are aware of the problem 
with the camera at the A83 
Rest and Be Thankful and our 
telecommunications service 
provider is working to repair this 
as soon as possible.

‘In the meantime, drivers can 

website to get real time journey 
planning updates.’

She added that engineers were 
making arrangements to replace 
the wind generator at the Rest 
and Be Thankful and to install 

safe opportunity.

COMMUNITY councillors and 
elected members rolled up their 
sleeves and this week got on with 
the job of organising the bicente-
nary celebrations for Oban.

Concerns were recently voiced 
by members of the Oban and 
Lorn area committee that the 
group may not have progressed 
the project as far as would have 
been expected.

But at a meeting of the event’s 
organising committee in the 
Corran Halls on Monday, com-
munity councillors said plans for 
the event were well underway 
with a 10-day-long series of 
events planned.

Plans to apply for funding had 
been made with £20,000 worth of 
cash needed to run the event.

Opening the meeting, commu-
nity councillor Kenny MacIntyre 
insisted progress had been made. 
The function of the group was 

discussed and it was asked that it 
be a joint venture with commu-
nity councillors taking the lead 
for the project.

It was agreed that funds should 
be sought from Oban’s Common 
Good Fund to the tune of £10,000 
with further funds from various 
charities which would be asked to 
support the project. With a Royal 

ships due to call, organisations 
such as Caledonian MacBrayne 
and the Northern Lighthouse 
Board had agreed to take part 
in organising aspects of the 200-
year celebrations. 

The programme of events 
planned so far are a launch for 
the 10-day programme at the 
beginning of May, an exhibition 
in the Caledonian MacBrayne 
terminal during the summer 
months and a historic theme to 
the town’s charities day.

On the day when the Royal 
visitor arrives there will be a 
Bicentennial Parade from Station 
Square to the Corran Halls with 
a re-dedication of the town. 

At this ceremony the Freedom 
of Oban will be bestowed on a 
number of cultural ambassadors 
who have made an outstanding 
commitment to the town through-

out the world. During the week 
there will be the Rally of Argyll, 
a historical drama, an Oban War 
and Peace Exhibition, a Gala 
Concert in the Corran Halls with 
special musical guests, an Oban 
High School reunion, a Family 
Fun Day an Inter denominational 
Service and a world record Strip 
the Willow attempt in George 
Street. 

A further meeting for the group 
was planned to complete the ideas 
for celebrating the anniversary 
in the town and it was decided 
to concentrate efforts on making 
it a real party atmosphere for 
people coming to the town.

A number of sports challenges 
between locals and visitors will 
also be organised.

Anyone wishing to help with 
the celebrations should contact 
Kenny MacIntyre on kenmac5@
hotmail.co.uk.

10-day series 
of events will 
create party 
atmosphere in 
the town for 
residents and 
visitors.

OBAN High School library is holding 
a ‘Love Reading’ fundraising event 
in Oban Rugby Club on Saturday, 
February 26.  

 ‘This is going to be a fantastic 
evening’s entertainment,’ said school 
librarian, Lynsay Black.  

As part of the school library’s 

ongoing development the money 
raised will  go towards improving 
the book stock in ways that will 
encourage young pupils to increase 
their enjoyment of  reading.   

The talented Taynuilt Swing Band 
will be playing and there will also 
be a DJ pumping out the latest dance 

great prizes and the highly competi-
tive and addictive game of literature 
bingo.  

Tickets are £5 and all proceeds 
will be spent on books. Tickets are 

(Thursday) and Friday.

A WHIST drive in Taynuilt has 
raised £142 for the Dalmally 
charity Mary’s Meals.

Leslie Servant was the card 

master at last Friday’s event 
where members of the com-
munity and visitors from Connel 
attended.

The next Taynuilt whist drive 
will be on March 25, proceeds 
will be collected for the North 
Lorn Guides’ senior section.

ISLANDERS on Seil heard 
of the loss of a very popular 
landlady and resident this week.

Miranda Brunner, a member of 
the Cadzow family, of the Tigh 
an Truish pub, died peacefully 
on Monday morning.

Known for her good local 
knowledge and interest in people 
and the places they came from 
she will be missed by family and 
friends.

Her funeral service is due to be 
held tomorrow (Friday) at noon 
at Kilbrandon Parish Church on 
the island.

MOST people would like to be 
able to cook like celebrity chef 
Jamie Oliver – and now cinema 
lovers can indulge their passion 
while giving to a good cause.

Jamie at Home, the latest initia-
tive by the enterprising chef, will 
see Appin’s Heather Allen show 
off Jamie’s cooking and products 
in a bid to raise cash for Oban 
Phoenix Cinema.

Heather said: ‘I am not a 
natural saleswoman so this 
product must be good because 
it almost sells itself. All Jamie’s 
products are fair trade, organic 
and hand made and it is not too 
expensive with products starting 
from £3.

‘Twenty per cent of all the 

the cinema. Anyone who wishes 
to have a catalogue beforehand 
can pick one up from The Oban 

orders are placed before the 
event it will be added to the 
total.’

For more details contact 
Heather on 01631 730627 or 
heatherjamieathome@gmail.
com.

Doors open at Cuan Mor, 
George Street on Sunday, March 
13, from noon. 

 A FABULOUS Jolomo 
painting was outshone by the 
selling skills of the auctioneer at 
a fundraiser for Oban Phoenix 
Cinema. 

Steering group member Mikey 
McManus took to the selling of 
goods as Ginger Rogers took 
to dancing. His skill, and the 
fabulous donations from many 
businesses in town on offer, saw 
the group take in £3,000 in one 
afternoon.

Campbell Cameron, town 
centre manager and steering 
group vice chairman said: ‘It was 
a fabulous event and all thanks 
go to the many volunteers and 
buyers who came along to make 
the day work.’

For more information about the 
group visit www.obanphoenix-
cinema.com

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government, with the support of associated 

partner organisations. Maximum call charge from BT landline is 3p per minute. Call costs from other networks may vary. Text costs vary 

depending on your mobile operator.

0845 609 6611
www.bgateway.com
or visit your local office

Thinking of developing your business? Think Business Gateway

If your existing business has growth ambitions then talk to Business Gateway.  Our experienced advisers can help

you develop your growth plans and signpost relevant sources of funding, all in total confidence.

Are you eligible for a growth grant of up to £3,000?

If your business is already trading over the VAT threshold, or you can demonstrate turnover will reach the VAT

threshold within 12 months and have plans to increase turnover significantly you could be eligible for Argyll and

Bute Council's Competitive Business Growth grant.

If you are a new business planning to trade over the VAT threshold within your first 18 months and you have plans

to increase turnover significantly, you may also be eligible.  To find out more contact Business Gateway on 01546

605459 or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Send your entry to:
The Oban Times Bonnie Baby Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll

Name of parent/guardian:.................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Full name of child:  .......................................... Age at 24/01/2011: ..................

Signature of parent/guardian:...........................................................................

Everyone’s favourite 
competition is back and              

The Oban Times is looking to 
find the west coast’s bonniest 

baby in 2011.
If you think your baby is the cutest in the 

West of Scotland then nominate them.

Our panel of judges will help us find our Bonnie Baby of 2011 
and the top tot will be crowned Oban Times Bonnie Baby 2011 
and his/her parent or guardian will receive a top prize with two 

runners up also receiving an award.

The deadline to enter your child is Monday, February 28 at 5pm
and children must be two or under on 28/02/2011.

Parent/Guardian must consent to publication of their child’s photograph 
in our papers by signing the entry form.

Entries, including one photograph, MUST be accompanied by the 
official entry form which can only be obtained from The Oban Times. 

Photocopies will not be accepted.

If you wish your picture returned, 
please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Normal Oban Times terms and conditions apply and the editor’s decision is final.

PUPILS at Ardnamurchan High School experienced 
the joy and challenges of parenthood recently when 

and treated them like real children - including 

was even set up in the classroom to allow the pupils 

Pupils with their ‘flour babies’.

THREE days of top traditional 
music and dance tuition have 

for children from pre-school 

musical evening was offered 

the children presented all their 
newly-learned traditional music 

new 2011 model Yamaha 225HP 

with a hydrofoil system which 

30 to 40 per cent and increases 

ISLAY

STAFFIN

invited to view and comment 

a statutory consultation on 

would effectively change the 

an English medium primary with 

recent years have seen a large 

consult on making changes to 

He told The Oban Times: ‘It 
is mainly local children that go 
to the school and they have a 

speaking than any other part of 

INVERLOCHY

waste management assistant in 

Scott explained what went into 

making recycling easier for 

gave a vote of thanks to Scott for 

PLOCKTON

his role in tackling vandalism 

which Scotrail and Highland 

BALLACHULISH

will get the chance to sample 

event in the primary School 

Michelin-starred chef Alan 

The event is to raise money 
for the school to allow it to 

where four young singers and a 

from well-known operas along 
with some surprises from lesser-
known works to an audience of 

ARDGOUR

welcome to attend at Ardgour 

DORNIE

completed last week and 

House - now closed - to the new 

preparation for a formal opening 

The plan is for the housing 
association to erect a further 28 
houses on the site which looks 
over the village and Eilean 

and this has proved popular with 

culture and sport committee on 

Primary School) went through 

with the purpose of highlighting 
and improving a healthier 

from Kyle police was also at 

community help the police in 

the community council has 

was noted that there is still one 

The community council will 
meet with housing and roads 

community council has sold the 

An application to change 12 

The community council 

The hearing resource centre 

community council felt it was 
now the turn of Lochalsh to have 

in Plockton Hall on March 21 at 

local councillor Audrey Sinclair 

community council was 

consulation with the community 
council nor Plockton Hall which 
leases a room in the hall for the 

Trust for Scotland reported 
that it planned to improve the 

The next community council 
meeting is in Plockton Hall on 

As part of their topic work on renewal energy, Barcaldine Primary School pupils visited Cruachan 
Power Station. Martin George, a parent, led the workshop that gave the children an insight into the 

workings of hydro power.

KILLIN

Policeman and search dog 

Training will continue for 

and handler facing continual 

drama is coming to the McLaren 

Killin is hosting the 

selected to represent the district 

McLaren Hall on March 26 to 
compete against teams from 

Eastern team will go on to the 

have a very strong entry to the 

a variety of genres from serious 

always good to see young people 
represented at these events and 
we have three cracking youth 

Performing Arts School in 

The audience is in for a real 

AT THE recent community 

topics were discussed:
Killin skip: The perimeter 

for reply to the application to 

were in place for a week at the 

The average speed recorded 

complaints that the 30mph signs 

police have spoken to Stirling 

further out of the village giving 

Plan has gone to the Scottish 

thanks went to everyone who 

for erecting it and putting on 
the lights and the church for 
providing the power supply and 

sewer pipe and the damage the 

in no worse condition than it was 

priority as there are no funds 

every household in Killin on 

consultation on the update of 
the plan is to take place in Killin 

the MacPherson family for their 

which means that a programme 
of eradication will start for 

to get an up-to-date picture of 

commissioned  a composition 
on the same theme from Phil 

particular the Trossachs and 

of the poem introducing each 

Reader and Karen Matheson 
who performed some of the 

a continuing success and now 

Planned activities for the 

is open to all secondary school 
age children in the Killin area 
and it is hoped to include a wide 

Maksim Culton Lexie Gunn Archie Gunn Jack Lawn

Rebecca Fitzsimmons Lucy Preiss Andrew MacRae
½

Rudi Campbell

LAST 
CHANCE
TO ENTER
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THE SCOTTISH Crannog 
Centre, at Kenmore, has an-

winter opening season as part of 
the WinterWeek+ celebrations, 

THIS year’s Fortingall Art 
Exhibition will take place over 
nine days, following on from the 
success of last year’s event.

As in previous years, 
exhibits will include paintings, 
photography, sculpture, 
ironwork, engraving, furniture, 
pottery and jewellery by local 
contemporary artists.

The admission free event will 
be held at the Arts and Crafts 
Molteno Hall, Fortingall, about 
eight miles from Aberfeldy, 
between Friday July 29 and 
Sunday August 7. 

For further information please 
contact audreyslorance@fsmail.
net or info@fortingallart.co.uk.

DEVELOPMENT Coll’s new 
growth plan will be presented 
for discussion at its next public 
forum on March 10 at 8pm in the 
Village Hall.

Two days later, the organisation 
will hold an Extraordinary 
General Meeting at the same 
venue to approve amendments to 
the articles of Development Coll.

DEVELOPMENT Coll is 
appealing for members to 
strengthen its lobbying power.

Membership is open to all 
householders, residents and 
visitors to Coll and gives the 
opportunity to attend AGMs 
and vote on company proposals, 
including the appointment of 
directors. For more information, 
email emma@developmentcoll.
co.uk or fra@developmentcoll.
co.uk or phone 01879 230 000.

Down your Way

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY visits
Nether Lochaber
with reporter Richard Haddock.
You can contact him at  01397 703003  or   
email rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk.

This week - ConnelIF ACHALEVEN Primary 
School was to close, it would 
be one less reason for families 
to move to the Connel.

Villagers are anxiously 
awaiting Argyll and Bute 
Council’s revised proposals 
regarding the future of primary 
education in the area.

Achaleven was among the 25 
schools earmarked for closure 
in the initial set of proposals, 
which were ditched in January.

The school currently has just 
eight pupils on its roll.

Sandy Dunlop, chairman of 
Connel Community Council, 
said he could remember 
when as many as 60 children 
attended the village school.

‘We have lost the police 
station and if the school goes, 
it would rip the guts out of the 
community.’

Golf course
He highlighted the possibility 

of future development in 
Connel, such as plans for a 
golf course which include new 
housing, and proposals for 
a marina within the village 
boundary.

‘It is an ageing village now, 
and if the school goes, that’s 
one less reason for families to 
move here – and makes it more 
attractive to older folk to move 
in,’ added Sandy.

The revised list of school 
proposals was expected to be 
unveiled by Argyll and Bute 
Council today (Thursday).

THERE have been many 
bric-bats aimed at Argyll and 
Bute Council in recent weeks 
and months – but a word or 
two of praise has come from 
villagers in Connel.

A letter of thanks has been 
sent to the roads department 
commending the work council 
staff carried out during the 
worst of the winter weather to 

Grosvener Crescent was 
singled out as one area which 
was supplied with grit, but 
this was true throughout the 
village.

THERE has been a switch of 
date for the next meeting of 
Connel Community Council.

The group normally meets on 
the second Tuesday every two 
months.

However, the next meeting 
will take place on Friday 
March 11 in the village hall. 
The meeting is open to the 
public.

WITH the days starting to get longer, the 
snowdrops out and spring – hopefully – just 
around the corner, a group of Connel children 
decided it was time to check on how their worms 
had wintered.

To make sure they were nice and cosy during 
the coldest weather, their wormery had been 
wrapped with a sleeping bag. The wormery is part 
of Achaleven Primary School’s green activities as 
pupils aim to gain a fourth eco-schools award.

In addition to the wormery, the youngsters make 

sure they use the recycling facilities at the school 
and are well versed in the art of composting.

They know not to litter the environment and 
have been looking at saving energy, reading their 
school’s meters.

After the Easter break, they will head out into 
the school garden to get their vegetables planted 
for the summer.

And during the summer, two legs will replace 
two wheels. Last year, the children cycled round 
the village. This time, they will be walking.

FOR MANY of today’s younger generation, it is hard to imagine a 
time without the likes of  Playstations, computers and Wii to keep 
them occupied.

how children kept themselves amused more than 100 years ago as 
part of project on life in the Victorian era.

They have managed to collect some toys from the area, such as 
the cup and ball, spinning top and marbles.

Head teacher Sharon Burt explained that all aspects of life were 
being explored.

‘The older ones are comparing the rich and poor and how their 
lives were different during this period.’

She said that to do this, the school had created two families to see 
how their lives differed.

‘The younger ones are looking at toys from then and now as well 
as transport then and now, which will get us looking at the railway 
bridge.’

The project has also got the children thinking about what Connel 
was like more than 100 years ago, looking at the older houses and 
buildings in the village and trying to discover which ones are from 
Victorian times.

now started to bring into school,’ added Mrs Burt.

THE SPEED
continuing to cause concern among villagers.

While police statistics claim there is no problem, 
those living alongside the main A85 would beg to 
differ.

police showed that the average speed of vehicles 
through the village is 31mph.

This effectively rules out efforts by Connel 
Community Council to have warning signs put up 
alerting motorists to their speed.

Approaching the village from the east, drivers 

the 30mph zone.
Coming from Oban, motorists encounter the 

30mph sign at the top of a bank which drops down 
into the village.

Les Stewart, secretary of Connel Community 
Council, said: ‘The police will tell you that 
through the village, the average speed is 31mph 
and so there is no requirement to do anything 
about.

way to prove it.
‘People in the village mention this to us 

endlessly, especially the lorries.’
Police are continuing to park vehicles in 

the village, which acts as a deterrent, but the 
community council is seeking a more permanent 
solution.

It’s not exactly Super Mario – Adam MacLean and brothers Finley 
and Jack Watson with toys from a bygone age. 15_t08dywvictorian01 

Is there anyone in there? Neil MacLean and Codie Watson, front, along with Kate Little, Daniel Speirs 
and Alan Morrison, check their wormery for the first time this year. 15_t08dywworms01

COLL

KENMORE

LIVESTOCK numbers on Raasay have risen dramatically after a 
crofter’s sow gave birth to 11 piglets.

Paul and Barbara Camilli at South Arnish knew their Gloucester 
Old Spot sow Shona was due to give birth and were delighted when 
the large litter was born on February 10. 

The little piggies, whose dad was a Tamworth, will be sold after they 
are weaned between six and eight weeks, Barbara told The Oban Times.

Shona made a home for her family at the back of the croft shed, but 
the inquisitive piglets were outside exploring only three days after 
they were born.

which runs until February 27.
The centre, a full sized replica 

of an Iron Age crannog situated 
on Loch Tay, normally re-opens 
its doors to the public in the 
spring, but decided to open up 
early for the plethora of events 
on offer.

For more information about 
WinterWeek+, log on to www.
winterweek.co.uk. 

ABERFELDY

The South Arnish piglets were up and about in no tme.

Delight as Raasay sow 
gives birth to 11 piglets Pupils unwrap wormery after long winter

Achaleven turns spotlight     
on life in the Victorian era

WOMENSWEAR      MENSWEAR      CHILDRENSWEAR      FOOTWEAR

FASHION STORE

SOROBA ROAD, OBAN

LOCATED WITHIN
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Mull Lines HELENSBURGH and Lomond 
Highland Games (HLG) are now 
in their forth year after a lapse of 
more than 40 years and are going 
from strength to strength. 

Last year a crowd of almost 
500 included 120 Chinese 
students studying in Glasgow. 

In 2010 the games ran two 
championships - the British 
90m foot race and the Scottish 
22lb shot putt - and have been 
awarded the new Scottish 200m 
foot race in 2011. Not bad for a 
new games. 

The games have made it 
a policy to engage as many 
young people as possible so the 
organisers have run a junior 
‘Heavies’ for the last two years 
which has been well received.

In 2010 there were 54 trade 
stalls and lots of childrens 
entertainment including 
climbing wall, bouncy castle, 
kiddies slide, paintball and 
football arenas and puppet/
magician tent. 

Games chieftain is Diarmid 
MacAulay, the chief of Clan 
MacAulay, and the patron is Sir 
Malcolm Colquhoun of Luss, 
chief of Clan Colquhoun. 

The games are being held 
in the Empress Field, by 
Ardencaple Hotel, Ardencaple, 
Helensburgh. 

Trade applications are open 
until March 31 for any local 
businesses who may wish to 
apply and can be downloaded 
from our website www.
helensburghandlomondgames. 

There will be ample parking 
within the venue.

KYLEAKIN Local History 
Society shared a Nostalgic Trip 
Down Memory Lane with Ena 
Sikiorski and Ian Robertson.

The talk, held at very short 

THE CRUACHAN branch of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach hosted yet another star-studded ceilidh 
last Saturday.

ceilidh, schoolboy Shaun Reardon showed 
absolutely no sign of nerves and gave a polished 
performance on the bagpipes.

The Eilidh MacInnes dancers, Katie MacPherson 
and Karina Black, were also warmly appreciated by 
the large audience.

Ullapool’s Rachel Hair showed why she is one 

played a wide variety of contemporary tunes, both 
lively and emotionally expressive.

Local accordionist Alasdair MacDonald had toes 
tapping in the audience with an enjoyable selection 
of tunes.

Talented
The three vocalists were the young and talented 

Robert Robertson from Fort William, together 
with experienced Mod gold medallists Steven 
MacIver and Donnie Murdo MacLeod.  

All three gave top class singing performances and 
Donnie even managed to teach the audience the 
traditional chorus of a popular Gaelic song.

Fear an Taighe for the evening was the well-known 

smoothly and the audience amused.

KYLEAKIN

HELENSBURGH

The performers at last weekend’s Taynuilt ceilidh.

PORTREE High School pupils held a non-uniform day on Friday 
February 11 to raise money for charity and earn house points. 

The theme for the day was ‘House Colours’. Pupils belong to one 
of four houses - Blaven, blue; Glamaig, red; Marsco, yellow; and 
Tianavaig, green.

A total of £582.70 was raised which will be split between two 
charities - the local Skye branch of Alzheimer (Scotland) and the 
Sure 24 Orphanage in Nahuru, Kenya. Pictured above are pupils 
voted the ‘best dressed’ on the day, left to right: Caitlin Brown and 
Mae MacInnes (S3), Freya Buchanan (S6), Nicole MacRae (S1), Peter 
MacCusbic (S2) and Peter MacLeod (S4). 

Pupils from Taynuilt Nursery visited the Mary’s Meals charity shop 
in Oban last week, to donate old clothes to the cause. The trip, 

planned as part of their Eco Nursery project, also saw the pupils 
take a walk across to the recycling centre at Tesco car park to 

recycle old bottles. The nursery pupils are pictured at the Mary’s 
Meals charity shop in Oban’s Stevenson Street. 15_t08marytps1

Star-studded ceilidh at Taynuilt

Bright colours at non-uniform day

notice having been cancelled 
in January because of health 
problems, was very much 
enjoyed by 40 locals. 

Dr John Adamson, Kyle, 

will be the society’s guest on 
Wednesday March 9 when he 
will give a talk on ‘Highland 
Medicine’ at 7.30pm in  Kyleakin 
Community Hall.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

MSP JIM Mather came to Ulva Ferry to meet the newly formed 
Ulva School Community Association.  

He took time during his visit to go in and meet everyone at 
Ulva Primary where the three eldest pupils showed him round the 
school.    

Over a delicious lunch of local produce and home baking 
at convenor Helen Mackay’s home, a productive and positive 
discussion was held between USCA and Jim Mather, looking 
at the issues surrounding the school, housing, and sustainable 
development within the local area.  

Parents said: ‘We gained a lot from his enthusiasm and support 
for what we are doing here.’

Jim Mather has a good look at the classroom display in Ulva 
Primary School. 

MP ALAN Reid visited Mull to discuss education at 
Lochdonhead and Ulva Primary schools.  

Accompanied by Councillor Mary Jean Devon at both meetings 
they discussed issues surrounding each school.  

Alan Reid offered his support for what each community was 
doing in securing the future of their schools. 

Alan Reid MP, centre, had a good meeting with Ulva School 
Community Association committee members: Maureen Merritt, 
Helen MacKay, USCA convenor, Mr Reid, Carolyne Charrington 

and Mark Millward. 

Bealach an Righ, Oban

North Argyll House  was 
established in 1955 by 

the local community and 

who care for our elderly 

Couple Counselling Argyll

Call us: 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org

Argyll & Bute Council Fostering
Sadly for some young people there are times in their lives, 
when because of family problems, they need to have other 
families to look after them.  It would be particularly helpful 
for those young people from Argyll and Bute who might 
need family, if there were people near their home area, who 
could off er them a share in their home life at these diffi  cult 
times.

Some children need to be looked after for just a very short 
time and if there are no relatives to help out, these are the 
times when another carer is especially valuable.  Sometimes, 
children need to be looked after for a longer time, maybe 
even for the rest of their lives.

Looking after someone else’s child can be hard work, 
as many of the children may have had many changes and 
disruptions to their childhood, and these can aff ect their 
development and behaviour.  However, to be a part of a 
secure and stable home can off er children the opportunity 
to experience a more settled childhood.  Most carers will 
tell you that to see a child relax and become more happy 
and carefree, makes up for diffi  cult times.  

People from all walks of life can become carers.  Anyone 
with aff ection to spare, patience and genuine interest in 
helping children and young people can apply to be a carers.  
You can be married, single or living with a partner.  Once 
you take the fi rst step in fi nding out about looking after 

someone else’s children you will be given information and 
training to prepare for the tasks ahead.  If you go on to 
become a carer, help, support and a generous allowance is 
available for you.  

Rewarding in More 
Ways Than One

We need respite carers who can take children for 
brief, time-limited periods to support their full-time carers.

We need shared carers who can offer short-term, 
planned care, usually to a child with special needs, whose 
families can face extra demands and often find it difficult 
to arrange babysitting or childcare.

We need foster carers who can look after a child 
or children either for a temporary period while plans 
are made for their future or for an extended period 
if they are unable to go back to their families. We are 
particularly looking for families for sibling groups who need 
a temporary home where they can live together until a 
decision is made regarding their future.

We need adoptive parents and permanent carers
who can offer a child or a sibling group a family to grow up 
in and to provide support for them for the rest of their lives.

Please phone Toril Frantzen on 
01631 563068,

e-mail her at 
toril.frantzen@

argyll-bute.gov.uk or write 
to her at Argyll and Bute Council, 

Community Services, Soroba Road, 
Oban, PA34 4JA.

Fostering…

Volunteers Needed -
Please help us to make 
a difference in Oban!

Contact Judy O’Rourke 
01967 431 880

or email: 
judy.orourke@chss.org.uk

Give us a call on 
01397 701171

Any problems just pop in and have a chat 
Everyone is welcome and 
you don’t need to book.

Caol Shopping Centre, Glenloy St, Caol, 
Fort William, PH33 7DB

LOCHABER ACTION
ON DISABILITY

A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee

elti c are

Lochaber Action on Disability
Lochaber Action on Disability is a small local member led 
charity based in the Lochaber area established in 1993. We 
have become a focal point for the community, specialising in 
the support and social inclusion of disabled people. We do not 
exclude any disability or age group from our support, ensuring 
people are given a better chance in life, enabling them to become 
part of their community, regaining confi dence, enthusiasm and 
self-esteem.

All our volunteers are an important part of our work and are 
people with challenging medical conditions who overcome 
their disability through training, support and sheer personal 
commitment, in order to make a very valuable and rewarding 
contribution to helping other people through LAD. We operate 
a very busy Drop-in centre; Community Café, Arts & Crafts 
workshop, Bric a Brac shop and provide an accessible community 
transport minibus service for clients with disabilities.
Our Community Cafe:-  
Mon - Fri 9.30 - 3.00 & Sat 9.30 -12.30 
Take always are also available
Drop in Centre:-   Mon - Fri 9.00 - 3.30
Arts & Crafts / Bric a Brac Shop :- 
Mon - Fri 9.30 - 3.00

Have you ever been lost for words?  Have 
you ever had someone chip in answers for 
you that you don’t agree with?  Being able to 
communicate well and most importantly to 
“Speak Up for Yourself ” is central to living a 
full and active life.  

At Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland we work 
to help people throughout Argyll who have 
diffi  culty speaking after suff ering a stroke.  
We are assisted in this by our volunteers, 
who we train in communication strategies, 
to work One to One or in a small safe group 
setting, to enable a person to reclaim their 
voice.  

In Oban we can off er home- based support 
to clients some of whom may have recently 
left hospital care.  We co-ordinate our sup-
port with the local health specialists, and we 
endeavour to develop our work to enhance the 
individual’s quality of life.

If you feel interested in fi nding out more 
about us and our work as a potential helper or 
volunteer, or have any questions, please contact 
Judy O’Rourke on 01967 431 880, or email: 
judy.orourke@chss.org.uk . Come and join us 
and make a real diff erence to the lives of local 
people who have had a stroke.

Relationship Counselling helps people with their 
relationships. Th is might be to work through 
diffi  culties in current relationships, to explore the 
eff ects of past relationships or to look at how to 
improve and enrich relationships for the future. 

Everybody faces problems with their relation-
ships at some point in their lives, for many diff er-
ent reasons. It makes common sense to seek help, 
and it doesn’t mean you are failing if you do.

It helps to have an objective third party to talk 
to, to help work out where things are going wrong 
and what could help to put things right. 

Couple Counselling Argyll’s profession-
ally trained counsellors are trained to listen and 
engage with your concerns.  Th eir knowledge, 
experience are geared towards resolving issues 
and providing a positive step towards a healthy, 
happy relationship.

It doesn’t matter whether you are married, 
divorced, separated, single, in a same sex rela-
tionship, or if you have concerns about making 
new relationships in the future.  Our service is 
available to all. We see both single people and 
couples, either together or individually.

Couple Counselling off ers appointments 
in Oban, Inveraray and Lochgilphead. From 
March, we will be extending our service to cover 
Cowal, by off ering appointments in Dunoon.

We also have counsellors who are specially 
trained to counsel by telephone, when clients 
are unable to travel to one of our locations, for a 
face-to-face appointment. 

Our website www.argyllcouplecounselling 
describes in more detail what we do and how we 
may help you. To make an appointment, you may 
call 01631 563297, in the strictest confi dence.

North Argyll House is situated in a wonderful posi-
tion, giving breathtaking views over Oban Bay and 
the Firth Of Lorn. A very attractive feature garden 
complements the general ambience of the grounds.

Th e house has a long association with the sur-
rounding community, having been established in 
1955 by local people for the benefi t of the elderly 
in the area.

North Argyll House is registered with the 
Scottish Care Commission for 27 residents and 
is a registered charity and is a non profi t making 
organisation.

Th e house, although equipped with every 
modern comfort, retains an air of unhurried 
tranquillity. It has a welcoming atmosphere and a 
sense of family that ensures residents feel relaxed 
and at home.

Our dedicated staff  ensure that whilst staying 
with us you will enjoy charming surroundings, 
hand prepared cuisine, quality care and, from 
the moment you walk through the door of 
North Argyll House, you will fi nd a very warm 
welcome.

Visitors are always welcome and the home 
operates an open visiting policy.

Each resident has their own en suite room and 
are  encouraged to bring their own furnishings to 
make the room their own.

24 hour care is provided by qualifi ed care staff . 
Residents are able to maintain contact with their 
own GP and benefi t from the attention of other 
health professionals, District Nurses, chiropodist, 
optician and dentist. Our hairdresser also visits 
weekly.

Abbeyfi eld House in Carradale
Th e Abbeyfi eld Society Ltd began over 58 years ago and now has 
over 400 locations throughout the UK.

In June 1985, Abbeyfi eld Carradale and District Society Ltd 
was set up as a Very Sheltered House. Abbeyfi eld helps older 
people to live independently at modest prices. Th e Houses are run 
by volunteers and is a “not for profi t” organisation.

In Carradale there are 7 resident’s rooms, each with en-suite 
toilet and wash-hand basin and built in wardrobe. Th ere is a pref-
erence for a resident to furnish their own room thus maintaining 
their home environment.

In addition, residents have their own kitchen and there are two 
shower rooms and two bathrooms available

Lunch and High Tea are provided daily by the resident House-
keeper who is also on hand to any needs of the residents.

Th e weekly rent of £225 per week covers all costs including ac-
commodation, food, central heating and all residents are exempt 
from Council Tax.

In addition to the residents rooms there is provision for a spa-
cious dining room, sitting area, comfortable conservatory and a 
laundry room.

Regular outings are arranged and entertainment in house is 
provided.

Stuart Irvine, Treasurer and Secretary says “Abbeyfi eld is an 
excellent alternative to loneliness and it provides care in Housing 
and continuing participation in the local community.”

North Argyll House

Relationships Scotland-Couple Counselling Argyll

Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland
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10 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, February 22, 2001

Last 
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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Across
7 A pale violet shade (6)
8 Missile (6)
9 Type of speedy computer (4)
10 Sleeplessness (8)
11 Adornment (7)
13 Rumour (5)
15 Foam (5)
16 Disturb (7)
18 Relative (8)
19 Delicate (4)
21 Profession (6)
22 Displace (6)

Down
1 Monkey (4)
2 Iron attractor (13)
3 Accommodating (7)
4 Brute (5)

6 Shy (8)
12 Sanction (8)
14 Burdensome (7)
17 Animal catcher (5)
20 Mountain rock (4)

Oban or Campbeltown               
in line for 150 jobs?
OBAN or Campbeltown should be top of the list 
when it comes to 150 civil service jobs which are 
up for grabs.

George Lyon, MSP for Argyll and Bute, wants to 
see the Scottish Executive send the jobs from the 
Scottish Public Pensions Agency to Argyll.

These jobs, looking after the pensions scheme for 
Scottish civil servants, are due to be relocated as 
part of the Scottish Executive’s sworn commitment 
to dispersing well-paid civil service jobs around 
the more remote parts of the country.

Highlands and Islands Enterprise has been lob-
bying for over two years to get more government 
jobs into the region.

It has put in a bid for these 150 jobs and Oban 
and Campbeltown have been named as possible 
venues along with Wick, Dingwall and Inverness.

Ken Abernethy, CEO of Argyll and Islands 
Enterprise, said the enterprise company would 
even go as far as to build for a suitable inward 
investor.

‘We are very hopeful the HIE inward investment 

plans to diversify and balance the economy.’

Bridge weight restrictions 
will hit rural areas

PLANS to introduce temporary weight restric-
tions on bridges around Argyll could have a major 
impact on the area’s economy.

ability to move heavy goods to and from some 
rural areas is going to be severely hampered.

Argyll and Bute Council’s transportation com-
mittee will be told that a survey of 420 out of 567 
bridges has found that 36 bridges are not capable 
of carrying 40 tonne loads.

This will result in temporary weight restrictions 
of between three tonnes and 17 tonnes - which 
means no buses, HGVs, refuse lorries and other 
large vehicles.

An estimated £3 million over seven-eight years 
is needed to strengthen or replace these bridges.

Mull has eight bridges which need temporary 
weight limits, one of which is on the main road 
from Craignure to Fionnphort at the Kinloch 
Hotel, on the Craignure side.

Councillors Alistair MacDougall said he had 
been told by council engineers that a temporary 
diversion beside the bridge could be set up.

‘This would let tourist buses carry on operating,’ 
he said.

Oban needs a firm
stage presence

AS work begins this week to breathe life nack 
into Oban’s tired Corran halls, there are fears 
already that the town has missed an opportunity to 
put itself back centre stage.

Phase one of the redevelopment is the much-
needed creation of a 120-seat theatre in what was 
the restaurant and kitchens.

But Oban councillor David Webster has raised 
the spectre of a ghost theatre that will not be the 
attraction it could be unless resident performers 
can be found.

‘This is an ideal opportunity to put Oban back 
on the map. with summer visitors and residents 
during the summer season and rescure Oban from 
the sad decline we have been watching year after 
year.’

Mr Webster is concerned that although work has 
started on the theatre and will be completed by 

occupant.
‘Ideally, I would like to see a small resident 

repertory company with an actor manager who 
could put on plays, not necessarily on all days, 

something different if it wants to stay number one.’

TWO WEST Highland housing 
association (HA) bosses have 
warned of a ‘calamitous’ increase 

changes proposed in the UK 
Government’s Welfare Reform 
Bill are implemented.

Lochalsh and Skye HA chief 
executive Lachie MacDonald and 
his Lochaber HA counterpart 
Blair Allan spoke out to The Oban 
Times after Prime Minister David 
Cameron unveiled the Bill in the 
House of Commons last week.

At present LHA and LSHA 
receive a monthly cheque for all 

from Highland Council, and 
adjust rents centrally on behalf of 
each individual tenant.

However, the Bill proposes 

payment to claimants under new 
Universal Credit arrangements 
from 2013. 

The change would mean housing 

tenant – handing him or her the 
responsibility for ensuring rent 
money was set aside each week.

The Bill also envisages housing 

be ‘under-occupying’ a property 
– for example a middle aged-
couple in a three-bedroom home 
whose children have moved out.

Mr Allan and Mr MacDonald 
fear the proposals could wreck 

prompt spiralling tenant debt 
– leaving good payers to shoulder 

A SECOND witness at the trial 
of Kinlochleven motorcycle 
ace Gary MacDonald has been 
warned by a sheriff about lying 
in court.

Van driver Colin Comrie told 
police he had seen MacDonald, 
a regular top performer in the 
Scottish Six Day Trial, driving 
after drinking in the local pub.

But when he gave evidence at 

A MALLAIG High School pupil scooped 
the 12-17 age group ‘best performance’ at 
the 2011 FilmG awards in Glasgow on Friday 
night.

Rachel Robertson’s portrayal of a young girl 
recovering from an accident in ‘Ceumanan 
Beaga’ proved a winner with the judges.

Guest presenters at The Old Fruitmarket 
ceremony included actor David Hayman, 

Sean Batty. 
Mr Hayman praised FilmG for uncovering 

a seam of rich new talent. The national Gaelic 

screen talent competition, run by MG ALBA, 

Scotland and beyond.
He said: ‘In particular it embraces the 

younger generations from our Gaelic speaking 
communities, strengthening and encouraging 

which is a vital part of the tapestry that is 
modern Scotland. I am proud to be part of it.’

On the night, Glasgow-based South Uist girl 
Margaret-Jane Mason won the ‘New Faces 
New Voices’ prize for her performance in 
‘Làmh an Uachdar’ (The Upper Hand), while 

Paul Steele, also hailing from South Uist 
but working in Glasgow, won best drama/
comedy and best director (industry) awards 

Fiona Hyslop MSP also announced £20,000 
Scottish government funding towards next 
year’s FilmG competition.  Rachel’s winning 
performance in ‘Ceumanan Beaga’ can be 

Mallaig High pupil Megan MacLellan, who 
is now studying at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, won 
‘best performance’ at the inaugural FilmG 
awards in 2009.

the burden. Mr Allan said: ‘These 
changes taken together could be 
calamitous, leading to increased 
arrears, increased demand for 
advice and support for tenants, 
and a need to review our business 
plan due to the uncertainty about 
our receivable income. 

‘We have worked hard in recent 
years to get our rent arrears to 
less than two per cent. 

‘These proposals will seriously 
jeopardise our performance and 
our balance sheet. Increased costs 
like this can lead to increased 
rents – it is a vicious circle of 
decline.

penalties for under-occupying 

tenants, causing problems when 
children leave home by actively 
encouraging them to move out of 
a home that they have lived in for 
many years. 

‘In the Highlands tenants can 
use the downsizing scheme’s 
incentives to move to a smaller 
property, thus allowing the 
better use of the available 
housing stock. 

‘We believe that this is a more 
appropriate way to address 
under-occupation than resorting 

Star in the making? Rachel Robertson of Mallaig High School won Best Performance, 12 to 17 years, for her portrayal of a young girl in 
‘Ceumanan Beaga’.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Mr MacDonald told The Oban 
Times LSHA had decided never 
to build one-bedroom properties 
as fas as was practicable. Most 
housing associations are trying 

provide properties of a minimum 
size.

‘They UK Government is now 
saying these people are under-
occupying their homes and for 
them there will be an adverse 
impact.’

He added: ‘Currently all 

to us in one big cheque from 
Highland Council, which we 
deduct centrally on behalf of our 
tenants. If this stops and instead 
each tenant receives this money 
individually, which they then 
have to pass on in rent to the 
housing association, the risks of 
that money not being paid grow 
substantially.’

and a big jump in arrears, which 
currently stand at less than 
£50,000 in total.’

A Department for Work and 
Pensions spokesperson said: 

spiralling out of control for over a 
decade, it’s absolutely vital that 
we take urgent steps to return 
fairness to the system to make 

the same choices about the homes 
they rent as hard working families 
have to make.’

Continued on page 3.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK

Fort William Sheriff Court, Mr 
Comrie said he now ‘had doubts’ 
about who had been driving. 
Sheriff Douglas Small warned 
Mr Comrie: ‘Lying in court is a 
very serious offence.’ Mr Comrie 

then said he was sure MacDonald 
had been behind the wheel of the 
car.

Wylie he had been drinking 
in the Tailrace Inn where he 
saw MacDonald drinking with 
friends. When he left the pub, 
Mr Comrie saw MacDonald’s 
blue Ford Focus speeding past 
on Lochaber Road. He said the 

front of the car was ‘wiggling’ as 
it accelerated and ‘the noise and 
speed was outrageous.’

The car turned and drove past 
again, when Mr Comrie said he 
saw MacDonald’s face through 
the side window.

Defending, Ian McGregor said 
Mr Comrie couldn’t have seen 
MacDonald as the windows of his 
car are tinted. Mr Comrie replied 

the window had been slightly 
open. Mr Comrie’s nephew Brian 
Spence, who was with Mr Comrie 
on the night, told the court he saw 
the car driving at a high speed but 
had not seen who was driving.

Brian Comrie, Colin Comrie’s 
son, gave evidence to the trial 
in December, when he was also 
warned by Sheriff Small. He was 
told he could face time in prison 

for perjury or contempt of court 
after he claimed he didn’t see was 
driving and ‘couldn’t remember’ 
what he had told police. After 
proceedings were suspended to 
allow him time to think, he said 
he had after all seen MacDonald 
driving.

Mr MacDonald, 26, of 27 
Heatherlea Court, denies driving 
on various roads in the village 

while almost twice the legal limit 
on July 25.

He also denies driving without 
due car and attention or without 
reasonable consideration for 
others using the road, losing 
control of the car, locking the 
wheels, skidding and crossing 
into the opposite carriageway.

The trial is due to continue on 
April 21.

Second drink-drive trial witness warned by sheriff about lying in court

Rent arrears 
could rocket, 
warn bosses

Development plans 
move forward

PLANS for a multi-million 
pound retail, business and 
community development near 
Fort William are moving ahead, 
with the company behind the 
scheme saying they hope to start 
work on the site later this year.

Miller Development’s proposal 
for a 105-acre site next to the 
A830 at Blar Mhor envisages a 
70,000 square foot supermarket, 
with space for a new Gaelic 
primary school, an all-weather 
sports pitch, a combined police-
ambulance headquarters and a 
relocated Belford Hospital.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee 
unanimously approved the plans 
in December.

Development manager Colin 
Graham told The Oban Times:
‘We now need to progress to the 
next stage, which is to secure 
a food store operator and get 
detailed applications in for 
the store, road network and 
infrastructure.

‘Assuming that these 
applications are all approved 
by the council quickly, then 
we could be on site later this 
year and see an opening before 
Christmas 2012.’

Skye painting could 
raise £70,000

THE SALE of a painting of a 
Skye peninsula could raise up to 
£70,000 at auction.

Oxford-born artist Winifred 
Nicholson’s ‘Sea Treasures’, 
which depicts a view of Sandaig, 
Duirinish, near Plockton, will be 
put up for sale by art auctioneers 
Bonhams in London on March 9.

The auctioneers estimate the 
artwork will sell for between 
£50,000 and £70,000.

The painting shows the view 
from the window of the former 
home of naturalist Gavin 
Maxwell. Mr Maxwell was 
author of 1960 book ‘Ring of 
Bright Water’, which tells the 
story of how he brought an otter 
back from Iraq and raised it in 
Scotland.

OT

reel in new business at a craft fair in Germany 
in May.

made from local natural yarns at its workshop 
and showroom in Morar, opened a second 
second sales outlet in Edinburgh’s Morningside 
in October 2009, with the help of a loan from 
Highland Opportunities. The move proved 
productive, but then Ginger’s owner Anna Skea 
noticed many of her tourist customers last sum-
mer were from Germany – and reckoned a sales 
pitch there was worth a shot.

Crafts and culture promotional group HiArts 
agreed and arranged for Anna and other High-

crafts fair in Karlsruhe on May 27-29.
Anna told The Oban Times business in the 

two outlets had remained strong despite the 
economic downturn – but the German market 
could open up new sales opportunities.

She said: ‘There’s a group of us going out for 
three days to look at possibly exhibiting at the 
fair in future. It’s a research trip to get a feel for 
the market. I will be wearing one of my gar-
ments, though!’ I will be looking at what type of 
work they are selling over there with a view to 
tapping into that market.’ Anna Skea: heading to Germany for a craft fair.

hooks up
with Germany

FOUR Lochaber Local History 
Society members will give 
short presentations at the 
group’s monthly meeting in the 
Alexandra Hotel next Thursday.

Peter and Jill Pritchard, local 
archaeologists, will talk on their 
recent detailed survey of Clunes, 
where they now live, while 
Helen Critchley of Roybridge 
will speak on the history of 
Roybridge Memorial Hall. 

came to Kinlocheil in the 1930s, 
has the title ‘Port William to 
Fort William’ and Derrick 
Warner, who has a great interest 
in wartime Lochaber, will 
reveal his research into HMS St 
Christopher. 

Everyone is welcome to attend 
the event, which begins at 8pm.

Lochaber
history
group looks 
forward to 
March talk

Oban Coastguard volunteers were put through their paces on Saturday during a training day at Dunstaffnage. In cold 
conditions, the coastguards, pictured with Oban sector manager Kenny Devine, took part in ropework and cliff rescue 

scenarios. 15_t08coast01

Volunteers put through paces

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Save YOUR cinema
with the Oban Times Ticket appeal

Robbie Coltrane, the White Witch from The Chronicles of Narnia, Oscar winner 

Bill Forsyth and the inimitable 

The Oban Times Ticket 

Buy a Gold, Silver or 
Bronze ticket and help 
raise the funds needed 
to re-open the cinema. 

Your ticket will be printed 
out and proudly displayed 
on the wall of the newly 

with your name, so future 
visitors of the cinema can 
see who helped raise the 
“phoenix from the ashes”

I love local cinemas. Not only because they provide, like a church or a football ground, 
a reason for a community to come together but because they are invariably the best 
places to watch a film, compared to which a lonely viewing on a laptop is a miserable 
experience.  My personal vested interest is that comedy films, in particular, benefit from 
the shared excitement and communal laughter of a large audience in a proper cinema.  
I do wish the Oban Phoenix campaign the very best of luck.

Rowan Atkinson

How to pledge your cash.
There are three types of ticket – Gold at £50, Silver at £25 and Bronze at £5. every donation will be carefully invested in the future of the 
cinema. If for any reason the cinema doesn’t get up and running all monies will be returned.
Name .........................................................................................................................................................
Address .....................................................................................................................................................
Email address ............................................................................................................................................
Pledge GOLD SILVER BRONZE
I would like to pay an extra £17.75 for the framing of my ticket as a gift.

Post or hand in to: Times Ticket, The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Cheques or Postal Orders made payable to Times Ticket.
A full list of donors can be viewed in the Oban Times until the cinema is opened.

Total amount paid ................. Name you want to appear on the ticket. ...........................................................

(Tick as applicable)

A YOUNG Lochaber mountain bike rider hoping 
to become one of the sport’s future stars has been 
given a major cash boost.

Kinlochleven High School pupil Ben Miller has 
been awarded £1,000 under the Bank of Scotland 
‘Local Heroes’ initiative to support talented Scot-
tish sporting youngsters.

Ben, 15, who has been selected for the Great Brit-
ain talent team for two years running, is in the top 
three mountain bike riders in Scotland in his age 

group. Ben, from Duror, told The Oban Times: ‘The 
closest venue for the British races is miles away, 

travel expenses and maintaining my bike.’

at the forest circuit near his home on Sunday.
Ben has already travelled to Belgium to compete 

along with the other young Olympic hopefuls as a 
member of the talent team.

THE FIRST phase of ambitious 
plans for a new pavilion at 
Morar will be completed next 

feasibility study go out to local 
consultation.

The blueprint, the culmination 
of three years work by Morar 
Community Trust (MCT), was 
unveiled in draft form at Morar 
and Mallaig Games last summer.

Hundreds of local people 
viewed the plans at Lovat Field, 
displayed in a marquee yards 
from where the pavilion will be 

on-site facilities, proper access 
road or electricity. 

village hall have all closed and 
it is hoped the new pavilion, 
featuring accommodation, a 

MCT, changing rooms, showers 
and public toilets, will become a 
hub for community life.

MCT director Anna Cornelius 
told The Oban Times: ‘There 

Hospitality         
open day springs 
into Portree
THE ORGANISATION set 
up to help young people and 
jobseekers into careers in the 
hospitality trade is holding 
an open day in Portree next 
Tuesday.

The Springboard Scotland 
event, part of Scottish Tourism 

about working in Scotland’s 
largest industry.

The VisitScotland Information 

host the event from 9am-5pm.
Springboard project manager, 

inform teachers, careers and 
employment advisors and 
everyone else about how great 
it is to have a career in Scottish 
hospitality, leisure and tourism, 
and to inspire people of all 
ages and all backgrounds to get 
involved with Scottish tourism.’

Appeal to answer 
Gaelic census 
questions
HIGHLAND Council’s Gaelic 
committee is to help promote a 
strong response to the collection 
of Gaelic data in the 2011 
Census.

The committee will join with 

for Scotland (GROS) and Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig in stressing the 
importance of completing the 
two Gaelic language questions in 
the Census. 

The council will also be 
supporting GROS to raise 
awareness of the Census 
generally in the run up to Census 
Day on March 27.

Gaelic committee chairman 
Hamish Fraser welcomed that 

complete the Census online in 
Gaelic. 

He added: ‘It is crucial for 
the language that the Census 
questions about whether we 
understand, speak, read, write 
or occasionally use Gaelic in the 
home are answered.’ 

THE FIGHT to save Caol 
Community Centre (CCC) and 
its senior citizens lunch club took 
another step forward last Tuesday 
as a campaign steering group met 

The 12-strong committee, 
selected in the wake of a 300-
strong public meeting in the 
venue a week earlier, agreed 
tactics it hopes will secure the 
building’s long term future as a 
hub of community activity.

Cash-strapped Highland 
Council is looking for ways to 

in the Highlands funded by social 
work services.

The council says it cannot 

Ben Miller: £1,000 cash boost from Bank of Scotland.

Architect Andrea Fox of John Renshaw Architects shows the draft 
plans to at last year’s Mallaig and Morar Games. 10_f08centre01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Pavilion to spark 
life into Morar

is no focal point in the village 
where people can meet and the 
hotel closes during the winter. 

facilities here, but over the years 
they have all gone.

‘The community getting 
together is very important - and 
having something like this will 
help pull people into the area.’

The pavilion would not be 
a ‘bunkhouse’, Ms Cornelius 
said, but instead would provide 

overnight accommodation for 
visiting parties such as artists, 

groups, scuba divers and people 

Income
She added: ‘The pavilion will 

we are looking so carefully into 
how we can pull in income once 
it is up and running.

along the way. It has been almost 

three years of work so completing 

celebration.’
A summary of the feasibility 

design will be sent out for 

majority of the local population 

with the architects.
‘The study will present 

everybody with the decisions we 
have made do far,’ Ms Cornelius 
said.

MCT chair Gemma van der 
Zanden added: ‘This is a big 
ambitious project, we still have 
a lot of fundraising to do. The 
pavilion will be a truly multi-
functional space which will be of 

to visitors.’
Potential funding sources for the 

project include the Big Lottery, 
Sports Scotland, the Scottish 
Rural Development Programme 
and Comic Relief.

Edinburgh architect John 
Renshaw and consultant Hilary 
Trodd produced the design and 
feasibility study, respectively. 
The building will incorporate 
low-energy-use design features 
and natural materials.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

afford the £120,000 annual cost of 
running the club and centre and 
wants local people to run them, 
helped by an as yet undetermined 
grant.

Options include transferring 
CCC into community ownership 

local organisation is in place to 
operate the venue successfully.

The steering group has formed 
three sub-groups of four, each with 
a special area of responsibilty.

One, under the chairmanship 
of George Kerr, will look at the 
structure of the building itself; the 

second, headed by Fiona MacColl 
will seek ways of increasing 
community usage and the 
third, led by Joyce Vickers, will 
examine lunch club activities.

Over time the sub-groups will 
be expanded to to bring in more 
volunteers wishing to contribute 
to the project.

Councillor Bill Clark will take 
charge of the steering group for 
the next two meetings. The group 
will then elect a chairman from 
its ranks. Isabel Campbell of the 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust 
is currently vice-chair.

Councillor Clark acknowledged 
there was ‘a great deal of work’ 
to be done in a relatively short 

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Young biker Ben banks £1,000

Crewmate died in man’s arms

Caol fights on to save centre
time but the group was sure a 
way could be found to make CCC 
even more of a resource for the 
wider community. Current uses 
include weddings, bingo nights, 
dances and charity events.

He said: ‘This is the time for 
everybody to work together for 
the good of the whole area. It’s 
a huge challenge but also a great 
chance for local people to conrol 
their community centre and make 
the most of the opportunities it 
offers.

‘I am particularly encouraged 
by the enthusiasm shown by the 
steering group members and look 
forward to future meetings with 

By RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Continued from page one.

mortgage, in the same way as other households
‘But we recognise the importance of stable rental incomes for social-sector landlords in the 

delivery of new homes and the extent to which direct payments of housing support contribute 

position and keep a facility to pay landlords directly where circumstances warrant. 

developing the new system.’

Sheriff Court as he described the moment a 
crewmate died in his arms.

Timothy Rowley was onboard the scallop 
trawler Aquila with Thomas Sanderson, Peter 
Hilton and skipper Tony Hayton when it 
capsized north of Fascadale, Ardnamurchan 
on July 20, 2009.

Mr Rowley, from Maryport, England, told 
the fatal accident inquiry he was submerged 
in ‘freezing’ water when the boat’s dredges 

Mr Rowley, Mr Hilton and Mr Sanderson 
were in the galley when the boat ran into 
trouble, and Mr Hayton in the wheelhouse.

Mr Rowley told the hushed courtroom: ‘The 
boat went hard over. All of a sudden water 
came gushing through the door. It went over 
that quick we didn’t have time to do anything.
I took a deep breath and swam down. I put my 
hands to the door, pushed myself upwards and 
reached the surface.’

After a brief court recess to compose 
himself, a tearful Mr Rowley continued, 
saying after he reached the surface he saw Mr 
Hayton a distance away. 

‘I shouted for Tony to swim to me but he 
didn’t,’ he said. 

‘He was moving, just trying to keep himself 

Mr Rowley found two planks of wood to 

‘I saw Martin face down in the water. I 
knew he had passed away.’

Through the wreckage, Mr Rowley then 
spotted Peter Hilton and swam towards him. 
He said: ‘I found some green twine and tried 
to tie us together. 

‘I had his back towards my chest and I was 
keeping him up. 

‘He was complaining about his back and he 

couldn’t move. After a while he passed away 
and died in my arms. I had to let him go and 
fend for myself.’

Mr Rowley was in the water for an hour and 
20 minutes before rescue arrived, and said in 
that time he felt like giving up. 

I felt like letting go of the wood because I 
couldn’t keep going anymore.

A passing yacht caught sight of him and 
pulled him aboard. 

Stornoway coastguard were contacted and 

sent a lifeboat and helicopter to the scene and 
recovered the three bodies. Mr Rowley was 
airlifted to Belford Hospital were he was 
treated for hypothermia.

been wearing lifejackets at the time of the 
incident. 

lifejackets at sea, as they catch on equipment.
He also said snags were common when 

dredging off the west coast of Scotland, 
saying it could happen 20 times a day. Earlier, 

Hayton for two decades, told the inquiry how 
he helped search for the men.

His boat, St Apollo
and had been in contact with the Aquila
throughout the day. 

Mr McIlwraith said Mr Hayton had not 
mentioned any problems.

Several family members of the deceased 
were present at the inquiry, which continues 
this week.

After a while he passed 
away and died in my 
arms. I had to let him go 
to fend for myself.
Timothy Rowley.

A MASTERPLAN to save the 
National Centre for Excellence in 
Traditional Music took shape at 
its Plockton High School (PHS) 
base on Monday.

The crisis summit, attended by 
Highland Council leader Michael 
Foxley, chief executive Alastair 
Dodds, director of education Hugh 
Fraser, education committee chair 
Bill Fernie, music school director 
Dougie Pincock and PHS rector 
Duncan Ferguson, was convened 
after the council controversially 
voted to withdraw its £317,000 
funding from July next year. 

Describing the meeting as 
‘positive’, Councillor Foxley said 
broadening the music school’s 
activities, making substantial 

savings and pulling in new 
funding were key to planning a 
new future for the world-renowned 
centre. He told The Oban Times:

of additional funding and active 

College UHI are ongoing about 
additional activities based at 
Plockton High School, involving 
accommodation and the music 
school. Those could include 
weekend and summer schools 
for specialist traditional music 
training for people outwith school 
age.

‘The more activity that we can 
generate at Plockton the easier it is 
to bring in that additional funding 
and to ensure a continuing 

per cent, probably more, without 
affecting the school’s activities or 
capacity.’

He added: ‘There are 34 people 
interested in competing for the 
seven places in next month’s 

should proceed and recruit as 
normal and I am quite optimistic 
that we can resolve this.’

Music school director Dougie 
Pincock said: ‘I am quite upbeat.
Even in private I think something 

to change, but change can be a 
positive thing. The things being 
suggested will allow us to access 
other streams of funding, as long 

as we can provide additional 
access to adults and college 
students.’

MSP John Farquhar Munro will 
today (Thursday) in parliament 
ask Cabinet Secretary for 
Education Mike Russell for an 
update. 

A Scottish government 

number of productive discussions 
about this last week and they 
included the possibility of 
exploring some extended usage 
for the centre. These will be 
followed up with the council and, 
working with Mr Munro, the 
Cabinet Secretary is hopeful that 
a solution can be found.’

Masterplan to save Plockton music school takes shape

THE JOHN Muir Trust (JMT) and deerstalkers’ 

body’s controversial policy of slaughtering deer on 
its land.

The summit follows a running battle between the 
two sides in the columns of The Oban Times on 
whether the killings are necessary or appropriate.
It is understood Mr Thornber, from Lochaline, and 
the JMT’s head of land and science Mike Daniels 
discussed the recent shooting of hinds and calves 

in upper Glen Nevis and the trust’s wider intentions 
regarding deer numbers. Recent killings have 
angered stalkers, gamekeepers and landowners 
who fear their livelihoods could be jeopardised 
if deer numbers are reduced too far. For its part, 
the JMT says the culls are essential to encourage 
habitat regeneration and young tree growth. 

The trust this week presented a petition to the 
Scottish parliament demanding action to protect 
Scotland’s wildland, home. It asked for protection 
‘to some of our most iconic wildlife’.

Sides meet to discuss deer slaughter

Rent arrears to rocket warn bosses

Man struggled 
violently with 
police
violently struggled with two 

with his sister-in-law has been 

Peter Fraser, 35, of 30 Mamore 
Crescent, pled guilty to resisting, 
obstructing, molesting and 

struggling violently with them 
and acting aggressively. 

heard the incident happened at 
54 Lochaber Road on January 
28.

Fraser also admitted a second 
charge of assaulting his daughter 

He pushed her against a wall as 
he tried to get to his sister-in-law. 

Sheriff Douglas Small 
admonished him, saying: ‘It was 
not a serious assault.’
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JACKSON BROS
Master Butchers

2 George Street, Oban, PA34 5RX
Tel – 01631 562016

Congratulations on 20 years in Business
From

Alister Jackson
Jackson Bros, Master Butchers

Specialising in Top Quality Scottish Beef, Lamb, 
Pork and Venison

Greenock man pleads guilty to assault
A GREENOCK man pled guilty to assaulting his partner in Oban’s 
Dunollie Road after the incident was caught on CCTV.

Aaaron McBryde, aged 36, of 10 Kestrel Crescent, Greenock, pled 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court last Tuesday to assaulting the woman 
on October 23 last year.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson deferred sentence on McBryde until March 
15 for background reports.

Drunken pair had 
little recollection 
of violent attacks
TWO TEENAGERS appearing 
together at Oban Sheriff Court 
last week admitted committing 
violent attacks on their victims 
in the town.

Stewart Lindsay, aged 17, of 
Flat 3-1, 117 Petershill Road, 
Glasgow, and co-accused Avigad 

Road, Doncaster, each pled 
guilty to one charge of assault 
and both admitted another 
charge of threatening to stab 
a man at an Oban bar and 
throwing a woman’s rucksack 
into Oban Bay on October 20 
2009.

Lindsey also admitted 
punching the man and stamping 
on his head three times.

Avni pled guilty to punching 
a teenager at a party in Oban on 
July 26, 2009.

Defence agent for both men 
Edward Thornton admitted 
neither of his clients had a full 
recollection of events because of 
the amount of alcohol they had 
consumed. 

Stewart Lindsay was sentenced 
to 200 hours community service 
and Avigad Avni was given 180 
hours.

Oban man who 
carried knife given  
chance to seek help
A 21-YEAR-old man who 
admitted carrying a knife in 
public has been given a chance 
to seek help for alcohol abuse 
before being sentenced.

Colin Carmichael, of 33 
Combie Street, Oban, pled guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court last week 
to possessing the knife near 
Dunbeg on October 15 last year. 

by a motorist who had seen 
Carmichael and was concerned 
he would stagger onto the road.

Carmichael who, upon seeing the 

something out of his pocket.
Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 

towards him he managed to get 
the knife out of his pocket.’

Defence solicitor Laura Russell 
said her client, who has learning 

using the knife and had used it 

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
deferred sentence on Carmichael 
for one month for him to take 
action for his drink problems. 

Taynuilt Playpark Committee member Peter McCracken, left, and community council chairman Murray 
Sim join Taynuilt mothers and toddlers at the playpark site. 15_t08play01

Community
digs in to give 
youngsters a 
new play park
AN ARGYLL village will soon 
have a new play park thanks to 
the collective expertise of its 
residents.

Taynuilt Playpark, sited next to 

completion of the groundwork 
last week.

Architects, solicitors and a 
building consultant, who all live 
in the village, have given their 
professional knowledge in-kind 
to help see the playpark come to 
fruition.

The project has also been led 
by a trio of community members: 
Peter McCracken, Kate Hunter 
and Ishbel Innal. 

Peter said: ‘The community has 
been so supportive of the project: 
Taynuilt Sports Council sold 
the ground to us for £1 and so 
many people in the village have 
given their time free of charge: 

and West Highland Housing 
Association, said: ‘Local people 
have all pulled together for this 
project and that is the fantastic 
thing about it.

‘On behalf of the community I 
would like to thank Peter and the 
committee for everything they 
have done.

‘WHHA is happy to be involved 

our tenants in the village.
‘This project and the new golf 

clubhouse being built is part 
of the big picture here, The Big 
Society, if you like.’

The ground work was done by 
Ruaraidh Neish Contractors and 
The Playpractice Ltd is providing 
the play equipment.

The need for a playpark was 
highlighted in a Taynuilt Options 
Study initiated by WHHA 
following the construction of the 
new Aldersyde housing scheme.

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Consultant Gregor Cameron 
was project manager; Taynuilt 
architects Beaton and McMurchie 
did the drawing; and solicitors 
Robin Currie and Heather 
Wilson oversaw the purchase of 
the land.’

The Scottish Rural Development 
Programme funded 90 per cent of 
the project and West Highland 
Housing Association (WHHA) 
gave the £8,000 it had set aside 
to repair an existing playpark at 
Achnafearna housing scheme in 
the village. 

Extra money has come from 
Taynuilt Community Council’s 
Beinn Ghlas wind farm fund.

Murray Sim, chairman of both 
Taynuilt Community Council 

Skye hotelier wins award for her support  
of Scotland’s food and farming

Lady Claire Macdonald and her husband Lord Macdonald.

to destinations throughout the 
Highlands and Islands in anticipation 
of a bumper summer for Scottish 
tourism in 2011.

The airline, which operates 
its scheduled services under a 
franchise agreement with Flybe, has 

to Islay, Stornoway, Benbecula 
and Sumburgh as part of its peak 
summer timetable which will operate 
between July 1 and August 28. 

The developments include: 

additional lunchtime services 
between Glasgow and Islay on 
Monday, Friday and Sunday; 

between Glasgow and Stornoway on 
Monday and Saturday; and an extra 
Saturday roundtrip between Glasgow 
and Benbecula.

Jonathan Hinkles said: ‘Bookings for 
peak summer travel on our 20 routes 
to, from and within the Scottish 
Highlands and Islands are already 
ahead of the same time last year.’

THE NATIONAL Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS) has presented 
its Scotland Ambassador award 
to Skye’s Lady Claire Macdonald 
for her dedicated support for 
Scottish food and farming.

In addition to running the 
Michelin-starred Kinloch Lodge 
restaurant and hotel on the island 
with her husband and family, 
Lady Claire has put considerable 
time and effort into promoting 
Scottish produce.

This is thanks, in no small part, to 
her writing regular food columns 
in a number of newspapers, as 
well as being a patron of both 
Scottish Food Fortnight and the 
Scottish Association of Farmers 
Markets. 

Finest
She also regularly conducts 

cookery demonstrations to 
packed audiences at major events, 

always feature on the menu. 
She received the award in front 

of 500 guests at the union’s annual 
dinner in St Andrew’s.

Speaking at the event, NFU 
Scotland’s outgoing president 
Jim McLaren said: ‘Scottish 
farmers, more than ever before, 
see themselves as part of a chain 
that runs all the way from farm 
to fork.

‘A lot of hard work goes into 
producing the raw materials 
needed for Scotland’s successful 
food and drink industry but that 
hard work seems worthwhile 
when we have a stalwart supporter 

like Lady Claire who can relay 
the fantastic story we have to tell 
straight to the consumer.

Heart-felt
‘Through her business, her 

articles and patronage of key 
organisations, Lady Claire’s 

support for the efforts of 
Scotland’s primary producers is 

of the quality of food and drink 
we produce is heart-felt.’

After receiving the award, 
Lady Claire said: ‘I feel from 
the bottom of my heart that this 
award is such a huge honour. 
However, it should not really be 
an award about one person.

Talented
‘There is a fantastic team of hard 

working and talented individuals 
without whom Scotland’s 
ingredients would be very dull. 

‘My respect for the farmers, 

to grow and these people are 
all too often the invisible food 
heroes of Scotland. ‘These are the 
people who produce the goods 
that continue to truly inspire 
Scotland’s cooks and chefs. It is 
to them that I offer my immense 
gratitude.’

Worthy
The award was presented by 

Ian Leech, the sales and agency 
director of NFU Mutual. He 
said: ‘Lady Claire has a fantastic 
way of describing the virtues of 
Scottish food and farming to 
many different audiences and is 
a very worthy recipient of this 
award.’

Extra fl ights boost Highlands and islands

www.gowestravel.co.uk

The number one travel agent 
in Oban is celebrating it’s

20th ANNIVERSARY.
Book through Eric Smith World Travel 
and enjoy a trouble free holiday or 
journey, at very competitive prices.

Remember, if you’re 
not with us you’re 
on your own!!!

Eric Smith World Travel

Eric Smith World Travel
10 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AZ

Tel: 01631 566818/9
email: eric@gowestravel.co.uk
web: www.gowestravel.co.uk

HAVING successfully completed its 20th year in 
business, Oban’s independent travel agent, Eric Smith 
Travel, has pledged to continue offering unrivalled 
service and prices for the years ahead.

in Stafford Street on February 7, 1991; staffed purely by 
owner Eric Smith and a YTS trainee. 
Since then, the company has moved premises two times 
and seen off competition from two national companies, 
becoming the town’s only travel agent. 
It now employs three full and one part time staff at their 
current premises in Argyll Square. Owner, Eric Smith is a 
Fellow of the Institute of Travel and Tourism with 38 years 
experience in travel in Oban. The team is further made 
up of Agency Manager Dianne MacColl, with 24 years 
travel experience, making them probably one of the most 
experienced travel agencies in Scotland. Senior Sales 
consultant Sine Mackay joined in December 2008 and has 
become a valued member of the team. She has already 
visited Dubai and Sharm el Sheik on agents familiarisation 
trips, to further increase the bank of resort knowledge 
available to ESWT clients
Last but not least, well known former Oban bank manager 
Willie Melville is still connected to the agency after over 
15 years and acts as consultant, due to his expertise on 
travel to Australia, New Zealand, China and Japan as well 
as most of the popular short haul resorts.
What hasn’t changed is the company’s ability to provide 
an unrivalled service, great holidays and unforgettable 
memories.
That’s because Eric Smith Travel is a member of the World 
Choice co-operative of independent travel agents, giving 
them access to almost every holiday available to UK 
residents from a range of providers.
The result is that staff can tailor your holiday precisely 
to your needs without having to ‘sell in’ any particular 
destination or deal.
The wide range also means that Eric Smith Travel can 
source holidays to destinations you want to visit often 
matching or beating internet quotes,  perfect given the 

current economic climate and without the risk of offering 
your credit card details online.
Not everyone knows where they want to go on holiday 

for a chat and discuss your options – something internet 
providers simply cannot do.
Eric Smith Travel’s fully trained staff will talk to you about 
your preferences, be it for hot weather or cool, relaxation 
or action, before coming up with a shortlist of ideal 
destinations.
They can also give you guidance as to the political stability 
of overseas countries, as well as provide telephone support 
- direct to the shop - for information on possible delays or 

Not everyone wants to go abroad though and that’s why 
Eric Smith Travel also offer a comprehensive range of 
holidays within the UK, again to suit all tastes.
Of course, by booking your holiday through Eric Smith 
Travel, you’ll also be supporting local business, while 
continuing to enjoy the protection that being an ABTA 
registered travel agent offers.
Eric Smith World Travel are also agents for overseas 
property company “LETS LIVE ABROAD” and currently 
have a selection of properties on offer at recession 
forced prices, for example in Spain, Turkey and Italy from 
around £40,000 to £50,000, subject to exchange rate 

So if you’re thinking about taking a holiday, be it for a weekend 
away or a fortnight in the sun, why not drop in to Eric Smith 
Travel at 10 Argyll Square, phone 01631 566819/566818 or 
log on to the website at www.gowestravel.co.uk.
To mark the agency’s 20 years in Travel in Oban they are 
giving either a celebratory cash discount of £20 per person 
on all holidays over £475 per person, or alternatively any 
one option of free travel insurance , free use  of airport 
business lounge, or free Airport Hotel with parking included  
on outbound or return!
This will apply to all bookings made by 31 May 2011 
on production of the “ESWT 20th anniversary” advert 
coupon.

Left: Eric Smith is joined 
by travel agents Dianne 
MacColl (left) and Sine 
MacKay. Not pictured 
is part time accountant, 
Shirley Smith. t08erics1

All travel offers subject to availability, conditions apply, full details on request.

To mark the agency’s 20 years in Travel in 
Oban we are giving either a celebratory cash 
discount of £20 per person on all holidays 
over £475 per person, or alternatively any 
one of the following options

FREE TRAVEL INSURANCE, 

FREE USE OF AIRPORT BUSINESS LOUNGE, 

OR FREE AIRPORT HOTEL WITH PARKING 
INCLUDED ON OUTBOUND OR RETURN!
This will apply to all bookings made by 31 May 2011 on 
production of this advert coupon.

20 years in travel

FANTASTIC FREE OFFERS 
ON 2011 MED CRUISES!!

FOR EXAMPLE 7 NT CRUISE, 7 OR 15 OCT,
FROM £599 PER PERSON!!

FREE CONNECTING FLIGHTS
FREE UPGARDE TO BALCONY CABIN

FREE ON BOARD CREDIT
FREE TRANSFER AIRPORT TO CRUISE SHIP
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Ceol’s Craic
THE FEBRUARY meeting 

of Ceol’s Craic will take place 
in the CCA 350, Sauchiehall 
Street, on Saturday February 
26 when it will be an all day 
event in association with the 
Glasgow Film Festival.  

of Two Truths, an Innuit 

numbers of sled dogs in Arctic 
Canada.  

At 2.45pm Film G will 
present this year’s short Gaelic 

the turn of the Guga Hunters 
which was highly acclaimed 
after its recent television 
showing. For both the Guga 

at 6.15pm, Before Tomorrow, 
an Inuit drama set in Northern 

lead discussion and to answer 
questions.  

At 7pm there will be the 
opportunity to relax with 
conversation before Gillebride 
MacMillan launches his new 
CD at 8pm.  

of the evening will be in the 
capable hands of father and 
son Roddy and Rory Campbell 
who will be joined by a special 
guest.  

For tickets telephone 0141 352 

Young musicians 
prize competition

THE SIGHT of young 
musicians struggling with large 
instruments as they make their 
way towards the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama 
is one with which Glasgow 
Saturday shoppers are familiar. 

It was therefore a treat to 

of the Junior Traditional Music 
Competition. From an entry of 

pianist and one on clarsach, 
each played for 15 minutes and 
then, to allow the adjudicator 
Simon Thoumire of ‘Hands 
up for Trad’ fame to decide 
on the winner, all the pupils, 
divided into three groups, 
demonstrated that the future of 
traditional music is indeed very 
healthy.  

After much deliberation, 
Simon decided that the 
winning performance came 

a popular choice with the 
audience in the packed hall.

Buntata’s     
Sgadan

THERE was an extremely 
pleasing turnout of members 
and friends, some of them far 
travelled, at last weekend’s 

mince and tatties evening 
organised by the Glasgow Skye 
Association in Partick Burgh 
Hall.  

After an enjoyable meal 
prepared by the association 
chefs, entertainment was 
provided by Mairi MacArthur, 
Kenna and Seumas Campbell 

and accordionist Jonathan 
Campbell. There was even 
dancing from those who had 
not eaten too much!

Clydebank ceilidh
ONCE again, despite the 

poor attendance, supporters 
of the Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association were 
treated to an enjoyable ceilidh.  

The Gaelic singers were 
Emma Deans, Nicola Pearson 
and Duncan MacDonald, 
Susan MacFadyen played 

Hepburn was accompanied by 
Carol McLean for her Scots 
songs and then they sang a 
couple of duets.  

Kirsteen Grant was the 
accompanist and George Paul 
chaired proceedings

Choir concert
THE ANNUAL concert 

of Glasgow Islay Senior and 
Junior Gaelic Choirs will 
take place tomorrow evening 
(Friday) starting at 7.30pm in 
Bearsden Hall which is located 
at Bearsden Cross just opposite 
Marks and Spencer.  

Please note the change of 
venue from previous years.  
Margaret MacLeod will chair 
the concert

Annual gathering
THE ANNUAL Gathering 

Concert and Dance of the 
Glasgow Islay Association will 
take place, as usual, during 

but it will be on the Saturday 
evening, March 5, and not 
Friday as in previous years.  

Both the concert and dance 
will be held in Glasgow 
University Union.  

Full details next week.

Diary dates
Thursday February 24: Live 

at the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Ross Johnson.

Friday February 25:
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choirs 
Concert - see above. Uist and 
Barra Association Ceilidh 
Dance, Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, Partick, 9pm-1am.

Saturday February 26:
Ceol’s Craic - see above.  
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Buffet Ceilidh, 
Partick Bowling Club, Fortrose 
Street, 7.45pm. Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Annual Dinner, 
Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 
5pm.

Thursday March 3: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Jim Malcolm.

Saturday March 5: Glasgow 
Islay Association Annual 
Gathering and Dance - see 
above.

Pub scene
IN THE Islay Inn this 

weekend it will be the Keelies 
on Friday and Crooked Reel 
on Saturday while in the Park 
Bar it will be Eriskay Lilt on 
Friday, Dodgy Ground on 
Saturday and Willie Cameron 
on Sunday. 

Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Correction
THE OBAN Times wishes to point out that a coastguard boat 

was used to transfer a prisoner from Tobermory on the Isle of 
Mull to Oban on January 16, not the Oban Lifeboat, as was stated.

‘Let there be light’ 
- and adjust the school 
day accordingly
THE COALITION government an-
nounced last week that it is to bring 
before parliament a Bill to make 
British Summertime permanent 
throughout the year. 

Strange to say, there has been a 
noticeable drop in the opposition 
to this proposal which has been 
around for at least half a century. 

There were the usual mutterings 
about children going to school in 
the dark and the problems of farm-
ers and crofters starting their daily 
round in similar dreary conditions. 

Naturally, there were also the 
usual Europhobic screams from 
those who believe Britain is still 
a world power and can dictate 
whatever it pleases as it has the 
power to enforce its rule wherever 
it chooses. 

Fortunately, the latest Defence 
Review has put an end to this old 

nonsense.
If it is imperative that children go 

to school in daylight - how many of 
them walk anyway - then adjust the 
school-day so that it starts an hour 

at its darkest.  
We need not think we are the only 

European country that has this 
problem; what hand-ringing there 
would be if we suddenly found 
ourselves with three hours of winter 
daylight as is the case with Finland! 

Mind you, our problems with 
those who drink too much pale into 

those of Finland and other countries 
with very short daylight but that is 
the fault of those who cannot amuse 
or entertain themselves without a 
glass in their hand.

I suspect that the change to 
Central European Time will go 
through both Houses of Parliament 
with little real opposition and we 
will have a school-day timed to suit 
the pupils and not the farmers of 
yesteryear.

A new name in    
Scottish shipping
CALEDONIAN MacBrayne (Cal-
Mac) had a ‘bad’ year in 2010 with 
ferries breaking down and timetables 
having to be changed at short notice 
or, in the case of some summer 
cruises cancelled all together.

This year has started as badly with 
atrocious weather, more scheduled 
services cancelled and ramp 
problems at Craignure currently. 

However, the state-owned shipping 
company has another problem on 
its ever-lengthening agenda: the 
decision, sneaked out very, very 
quietly that Dunoon, far from getting 
the grandiose promises made by now 
retiring MSP Jim Mather with his 
fellow Cabinet Minister Mike Russell 
being left to tell his potential electors 
there will be no new ships for the 
Dunoon to Gourock route as were 
promised. 

There will be no vehicular transport 
across the Clyde from CalMac but a 
relatively infrequent passenger only 
service.

The good citizens of Cowal didn’t 

invade Mr Russell’s adoption meeting 
and a jolly good ceilidh last Friday 
evening. 

Mike should have known Mr 
Mather would leave him with yet 
another ‘broken’ promise.

Plockton                     
music school
 to be saved?
I RECENTLY wrote a piece on the 
disgraceful lack of commitment on 
the part of Highland councillors who 
voted to close the National Centre for 
Excellence in Traditional Music at 
Plockton.

They couldn’t have faith in 
something that they helped to 

a relatively small contribution 
compared to the much larger one 
made by the Scottish Executive. 

Shame on all of you who washed 
your hands in public to show where 
your true loyalties lie. 

However, if you read my piece you 
will remember I made a suggestion 

that there could be a solution to 
the problem: the removal of the 
governance of the music school 
from Highland Council with 
control passing to the University 
of the Highlands and Islands as a 
foundation course for a Faculty of 
Music for which there is a greater 
need than for one of religion of which 
no one ever hears a word.

I’m delighted to report that 
having spoken to Mike Russell, the 
Education Minister, a few days ago 
when he was in Oban that he shares 
my enthusiasm for the proposal 
as does the Leader of Highland 
Council Dr Michael Foxley. Talks, I 
understand, are progressing well. 

I hope they remember this 
university is multi-campus and that 
there is room in Oban for a specialist 
subject degree course in music.

A view from the Tower by McCaig

An Oban Times reader submitted this week’s flashback photograph which is of the 1st Oban Company The Boys Brigade from the early 
1930s. We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, 

or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone 
wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

1st Oban Company The Boys Brigade

Time to waken      
up, Oban
Sir,
As frequent visitors to Scotland 
for more than 40 years, we have 

many times in and around Oban. 
Your town has not altered much 

over the years. The airport has, 
but that is another story.

With so much time spent in the 
area, we feel we have a vested 
interest in Oban’s fortunes and 
are thereby entitled to comment.

It was interesting, therefore, 
to read in the same edition of a 
recent copy of The Oban Times,
three items concerning potential 
improvements.

One was a request for ideas 
for improvement from the town 
centre manager. Another was a 
student’s award-winning concept 
of things to come, in which 
he commented on the decline of 
the area, and another was a report 
on even more planning delays for 
the derelict Argyll Hotel.

What is the point in asking 
for help on the one hand and 
looking at future plans on the 
other, when today’s developers 
are being constantly hamstrung 
and frustrated by planning 
authorities, councils and third 
party interests?

Here you have  local 
entrepreneurs with the vision, 
desire and resources to turn 
around Oban’s premier eyesore 
and yet being continually 
thwarted and frustrated at every 
turn.

It is a brave person who is 
prepared in these times of 

projects such as these.
One can only applaud their 

determination to succeed. Lesser 
mortals would have thrown in the 
towel and left oban to its fate.

This is now the 21st century.
Wake up, Oban and grasp this 
opportunity. Set aside political 
differences.  Stop hijacking 
progress.  Let work start and then 
work alongside the developers for 
the common good.

Surely it ought to be possible 
to stop wasting time and 
money and give support to the 
individuals prepared to provide 

improvements, work and 
employment in your town. 
Digby Staley and J Anthony 

Appalling
slaughter of hinds 
and calves
Sir,
It would appear from The Oban 
Times letters pages that only two 
correspondents have supported 
the John Muir Trust (JMT) 
regarding the recent appalling 
slaughter of hinds and calves in 
upper Glen Nevis.  

Predictably they have been JMT 
chairman John Hutchison and 
Wildlife Trust’s Mark Foxwell. 
Perhaps we should ask if these 
incidents are the only known 
ones - or have there been others 
unreported?

Bristling with indignation 

obscene policies, they have 
both gone into attack mode 
- Hutchison laying into Iain 
Thornber for suggesting that 
the killings were excessive and 
quite obviously raising serious 
concerns about Lochaber’s image 
if visitors stumbled upon rotting 
deer carcasses in the hills - story 
by Stephen Norris page nine, 
February 10. 

Mr Hutchison said that Iain 
Thornber was misleading the 
public by suggesting that visitors 
were being confronted with the 
sight of putrefying carcasses. 
His vacuous explanation was 
that their shattered remains had 
been deliberately left on the hill 
to ‘encourage eagles’ - note he 
omitted to state whether Golden 
or Sea Eagle!  

With staggering impertinence 
Mr Foxwell wrote: ‘We need 
sustainable populations of healthy 
deer living in healthy ecosystems 
and we support the John Muir 
Trust in its professional and 
humane approach to achieve this 
goal.’ 

If the slaughter at Glen Nevis 
is being professional and 
humane I think that the JMT and 
Scottish Natural Heritage should 
themselves be prepared for an 
immediate, salutory cull!

For the glaring insensitivity of 

this statement alone Mr Foxwell 
should be hounded from his 
position as reserve manager 
with the Scottish Wildlife Trust 
- Highlands and Islands. It was 
exactly his type of management 

exterminated wild buffalo from 
the plains of North America. 

The deer slaughter in the recent 
Glen Nevis bloodbath was not 
carried out by local gamekeepers 
who know the ground and could 
have performed a cull to take 
out the poorer stock, but by 
marksmen imported from outside 
to eliminate a quota previously 

What a contrast in the 
observations of other Oban 
Times correspondents regarding 
this issue. Iain Thornber, James 
Kennedy, Davy Thomas, J 
J MacDonald all obviously 
have real experience of deer 
management.  

Their contributions were 
sympathetically directed 
towards the deer themselves 
having just faced two very 
long and hard winters. Their 
realistic aims suggest humane 
policies to alleviate the problems 
facing Scotland’s wild red deer 
population.

It would be interesting to 
hear from estate owners in the 
Highlands and Islands if they 
consider that there really are 
too many deer and if their own 
stalkers manage to shoot their 
annual quotas today as they did, 
for example, ten years ago?
Name and address supplied.

More shelter          
for deer
Sir,
I would  like to respond to your 
article ‘Trust hits back over deer 
cull’.  

Any animal denied access to 
food  for weeks on end, as deer 
were last winter, will starve -  this 

old child.  
When there is deep frozen snow 

covering the ground it makes no 

deer per square kilometre or 25 
the end result will be the same - 
they will starve.  If Mr Hutchison 
can’t grasp this perhaps he should 

consider his position. He should 
certainly think more carefully 
before making wild accusations 
about deer deaths last winter being 
caused by ‘current management 
practices’.  

Most stalkers have a great 
respect and regard for deer and 
would take exception to that 
statement, especially coming 
from someone with no practical 
experience on the subject. 
Extremes of weather, be it deep, 
frozen snow or relentless heavy 
rainfall, will always cause deaths 
in deer regardless of  density 

management.   

done on Rum several decades 
ago: ‘Natural mortality will never 
be entirely eliminated by culling, 
even where this holds deer 
numbers below the level that the 
environment can support,’ taken 
from ‘Red Deer in the Highlands’ 
by T H Clutton-Brock and S D 
Albon.

Referring to Rory Syme’s letter, 
where he states ‘current numbers 
are unsustainable in some areas’, 
deer numbers in many areas 
of Scotland - and I doubt if an 

- are currently lower than they 
have been for a long time, due in 
part to the  many large slaughters 
that have been carried out by 
conservation bodies.  

Hundreds of thousands of sheep 
have also been taken off the hills, 
meaning there are very many 
fewer mouths on the ground than 
in the recent past.

Many deer forests, Kingie 
included, are currently taking 
steps to provide more shelter 
and habitat for deer in the form 
of fenced off areas either being 
planted with trees or by allowing  
natural regeneration to take place.  
Fences will be removed when 
appropriate and further areas 
fenced and planted in rotation.
John Cameron, Stalker’s 
Cottage, Kingie, Invergarry,  
Inverness-shire.

Question needs 
answered
Sir,
I write in reply to the letter of 
Liberal Democrat Alan Reid MP, 

which appeared in last week’s 
issue. 

In these days of consensus 
politics it is pleasing to see that 
Mr Reid is in total agreement with 
the SNP group’s position in that 
the school closure consultation 

and that he welcomes the SNP 
group’s decision to vote against 
those closures. It is a shame 
that he was not able to convince 
his own Liberal Democrat 
colleagues on the council to be 
of the same opinion as they voted 
to close 25 schools. In the same 

blame of the recent cut in Argyll 
and Bute Council’s budget and 
place it at the door of the Scottish 
Government. Unfortunately for 
him the facts do not bear that 
assumption out.

The blame lies equally between 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities (COSLA) who asked 
the Scottish Government to 
make changes to certain areas 
of local council funding, the 

to these changes without 
understanding or realising their 
consequences, and the persons 
who represented Argyll and Bute 
Council at the meeting between 

COSLA and members from all 
of Scotland’s 32 councils on 
November 19, 2010.

While two of those persons were 
Council Leader Dick Walsh and 
Chief Executive Sally Loudon, 
the inconvenient truth for Alan 
Reid, and hence the real reason 
for his letter, was that the third 
person who attended this meeting 
was Liberal Democrat councillor 
and their candidate for the coming 
Scottish Holyrood election, 
Alison Hay. Just why Councillor 
Hay, who is an Environmental 
spokesperson, should have felt 
it necessary to attend the most 
important meeting regarding the 
council’s budget in the last 20 
year’s and not the council’s own 
Director of Finance, Bruce West, 
is a question that the council 
needs to answer.

But in the end the people of 
Argyll and Bute are not stupid 
and they know where these cuts 
have ultimately come from. They 
have been imposed on Scotland 
by the ConDem Westminster 
government of which Mr Reid 
is a member of, a government 
made up of many millionaires, 
who have, despite their rhetoric, 
refused to curb banker’ bonuses 
while leaving ordinary, every day 
working class folk struggling and 
in despair. And lets not forget 
Labour’s part in this disaster. 
It was Gordon Brown who, 
has chancellor, deregulated the 
Financial Services Authority 
to such an extent that the banks 
were given cart blanc to do has 
they pleased.
Mark McCormack, Isle of 
Bute.

What are we 
paying towards 
renewables?
Sir,
Everyone knows fossil fuels will 
eventually run out. 

As they say today, that is a ‘no-
brainer’.

Other energy sources have to 
be found, which also speaks for 
itself.

We all know development of 
replacements cost vast amounts 
of money. There is only one 
source for this and that is us and 
not ‘the government’ as they say.

There is a hidden tax buried 
somewhere in our fuel accounts. 
I have tried now for two weeks 
to get some indication of the 
amount from my suppliers 

without success. I feel it is only 
fair we should know as such 
items of VAT, standing charges 
are stated. 

People are making money 
from our contributions into such 
developments as wind farms. As 
time goes by wind farms are being 
proved at times to be virtually 
useless in their contribution to the 
National Grid. During the recent 
freezing and windless December 
I believe they only contributed 
0.2 per cent of our national 
electricity. The builders and 
landowners claim approximately 

October 2009 to September 2010 
they only averaged 23.6 per cent.

To quote John Constable of the 
Renewable Energy Foundation, 
in a recent article, ‘what is 
happening now is simply reckless 
because of Government current 
obsession with wind farms to 
look good to comply with EU
directives’. In the meantime 
please can anyone tell us what we 
are all contributing to renewable 
subsidies through Renewable 
Obligation on our power bills?
G W Stewart, Seil Island.

No money to spend 
on roads
Sir,
I have a lot of sympathy with 
Lauren Stewart who is worried 
about the state of Argyll’s roads 
and the potential damage caused 
to vehicles, The Oban Times 
letters, February 17. 

Let’s be clear, Argyll and Bute 
Council has no money to spend 
on the roads which were already 
crumbling before the winter. 

Argyll, like the rest of Scotland, 
has seen decades of neglect and 
underinvestment by successive 
governments. 

I am sure the council would love 
to spend the money but they don’t 
have it. Scotland doesn’t have the 
money either as the country sends 
every penny down to London and 
if fortunate gets some pocket 
money back to spend in Scotland. 
That is how the Union works and 
how it will always work. 

Simply put, as part of Britain 
Argyll and Scotland have 
crumbling infrastructure and it 
will always be that way under the 
current system. 

Scotland should be independent 
and take control of its own 
resources. That means every 
penny raised in Scotland is under 
the control of Scotland. And, yes, 
that includes oil. 

If you vote Lib Dem, Labour 
or Tory you will get more of 
the same, crumbling roads, 
poor infrastructure and 
underinvestment. Lauren should 
vote for a party that puts Scotland 

Donald Morris, Beauly.

Highland past
Sir,
The National Trust for Scotland’s 
Property Manager in Glencoe, 
Scott McCombie, claims that ‘the 
Highlands were cleared of their 
people 250 or so years ago’, The 
Oban Times letters, February 3.

The populations of the seven 
crafting counties in 1755, 
Webster; 1801, Census and 1851, 
Census were as follows: Argyll 
– 66,286; 81,277 and 89,298. 
Inverness-shie – 59,563; 72,672 
and 96,500. Ross and Cromarty 
– 48,084; 56,318 and 82,707. 
Sutherland – 20,774; 23,117 
and 25,793. Caithness – 22,215; 
22,609 and 38,709. Orkney and 
Shetland – 38,591; 46,824 and 
62,533. In total in 1755 – 255,513; 
in 1801 – 302,817 and in 1851, 
395,540. The real Highland past, 
in short, was less simple than Mr 
McCombie appears to believe.
G A Dixon, Stirling.

Council must listen to 
what communities say
THE much-anticipated revised list of rural primary schools in Ar-
gyll and Bute being considered for closure is due to be published 
tomorrow (Friday).

The row over the initial set of discredited proposals which led 
to so much upheaval at Kilmory must now be consigned to the 
history books - minds must be focused on those which will be 
considered by the council during the coming weeks.

However, there can be no doubt that proposed school closures 
remains an emotive issue. 

Since taking over as the member with responsibility for education 
in December, Councillor Ellen Morton has travelled extensively to 
visit those which are under threat.

This is to her credit and has, she says, has given her a good 
overview of education in Argyll and Bute.

This has included looking again at the controversial issue of 
journey times as well as the state of school buildings.

And we must take her words at face value when she says those 
schools on the list - which can be viewed online at www.obantimes.
co.uk - are not a shoe-in for closure.

Councillor Morton says she wants to listen to those communities 
which could be affected by the closure of their school.

It is up to those communities to make their case and it is vital that 
the authority listens - even if it means reversing proposals.
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What is Fair Trade?
“Pay us a fair price for our coffee 
and we will make poverty history for 
ourselves”
Raymond Kimaro, Kilamanjaro Co-
operative Coffee Union, Tanzania, 
who visited Oban last Summer.

Poor market access and unfair 
trade rules often mean that the 
price farmers in the developing 
world get for their crop does not 
even cover the cost of production, 
whilst millions of workers remain in 
poverty. They also face the global 
challenges of food price rises and 
climate change. Fairtrade means 
that farmers receive:
• Agreed stable and sustainable 
prices
• An extra payment (‘a premium’) to 
invest in their community

‘Show off your label!’: Fairtrade 
Fortnight 2011
We are now on the threshold of 
Fairtrade Fortnight (28th February 
– 13th March), the theme for this 
year being ‘Show off your Label’ 
focusing on fairtrade cotton clothing 

emphasis on fairtrade school 
uniforms. An estimated 100 million 
rural households are involved in the 
production of cotton in 70 countries 
around the world. Two-thirds of this 
cotton is produced in the developing 
world. For most farmers in cotton-
producing communities it is their 
only means of income and their 
only cash crop.  But less than 1% 
of cotton fashion on the high street 
carries the FAIRTRADE Mark, which 
guarantees the farmers who grow 
the cotton receive a price which at 

least meets the cost of production.
Here in Oban, the events focusing 
on fairtrade cotton are:
• ‘Fairtrade Fashion Fix’ evening 
in Taynuilt on Wednesday 2nd 
March, when Pauline Cameron of 
‘tonic’ style consultancy will ‘make 
over’ local models using FT cotton 
clothing and accessories!
• A Fairtrade Assembly at Park 
Primary School, which is currently 
working towards FT status
• ‘Women doing it for themselves: 
fairtrade cotton, coffee and fashion!’ 
at Oban Chocolate Shop on 
Wednesday 9th March, which will 
celebrate International Women’s 
Day’s 100th anniversary by looking 
at the fashion industry and how fair 
trade has impacted on the lives 
of women cotton producers and 
garment workers across the world.
• A number of local businesses 
– cafes – are running promotions 
on selected products during FT 
Fortnight. Look out for the Oban 

information on these special deals. 

For ticket information for these 
events check the website www.
obanfairtrade.org.uk or phone 
Pauline on 07930 313172 or 
Murdoch on 01631 710550.

Getting involved
More information about fairtrade 
and how you can get involved will 
available in a display at Oban Library 
and at Fairtrade Stalls at the Co-
operative from 28th February to 5th 
March and at Tesco from 7th March 
to 12th March, both from 10 am to 12 
noon. Volunteers will be on hand to 

or alternatively you can email Oban 
FT Steering Group secretary at 
secretary@obanfairtrade.org.uk. 
Scotland: A Fairtrade nation?
All of this is helping Argyll to move 
forward to become a Fairtrade 
Zone and Scotland to become a 
Fairtrade Nation.  The campaign to 
make Scotland one of the world’s 

given backing from the Scottish 
Government and this year sees a 

claim the title, every city and 55% 
of local authority areas have to 
achieve Fairtrade status.  Scotland 
is on its way to achieving this, 
for example Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue (SFR) have recently signed 
up to becoming a FT organisation, 
pledging to make Fairtrade products 
available in all staff canteens and at 
staff meetings.
Hopefully we will be able to take 
similar steps here in Argyll & Bute.

Serving tasty food all day
Happy to support Fairtrade

I Gibralter Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 564641

From 1st April 2011
Open Daily 11am – 4pm
Serving Morning Coffee,
Breakfast, Lunch, Snacks
& Afternoon Teas 

Isle of Lismore Café
Heritage Centre, Lismore
01631760020 or 07760474005
Supporting & Serving Fairtrade Products

Isle of Lismore Café
Heritage Centre, Lismore
01631760020 or 07760474005
Supporting & Serving Fairtrade Products

Helping to develop 
countries by 
supporting Fairtrade.

Oxfam Shop
107-109 George Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 566465

An t-Oban-Baile Malairt-chothromaich
Oban a Fairtrade Town – 
How are we doing?

Connel Village Store
and Post Office

For all your everyday needs
Happy to support Fairtrade

Tel: 01631 701216

ROXYS
Enjoy Fairtrade products with us
7 ARGYLL SQUARE, OBAN   TEL: 01631 570307

Photo courtesy of Fairtrade

SCOTT’S 
SANDWICHES

43 STEVENSON STREET

NOW UNDER 
NEW MANAGEMENT

Supports Fairtrade in Oban
For fresh home- made food & outside catering 

Contact John Miller on 01631 566646

‘Women doing it for themselves’: 
fair trade cotton, coffee and fashion!

Wednesday 9th March, 
Oban Chocolate Shop, 6.45 - 9.00pm

Come and celebrate the 100th Anniversary of International 
Women’s Day in partnership with Fairtrade Fortnight for 
an evening focussing on the women across the globe who make 
what we wear. 
Fun workshops on fairtrade cotton & the fashion industry and a 
chance to try FT clothing for yourself!
Complimentary Fairtrade refreshments and nibbles.
Tickets from Pauline txt.07930 313172 or the Chocolate Shop. 
Advance booking essential.  The event is free but donations on 
the evening will go to the Linda Norgrove Foundation.

Since Oban achieved Fairtrade status in November 2006, Fairtrade throughout the 
world has come a long way. In 2011, 7.5million people in the so-called developing 

Fairtrade.

In Oban and Lorn there are now 73 businesses and voluntary organisations committed 
to Fairtrade. They are listed on the Oban Fairtrade Steering Group’s website at www.
obanfairtrade.org.uk, with printed copies of the recently updated Oban Fairtrade 
Directory also available from participating businesses and organisations.

Imani Development
St Moluag’s, Croft Avenue, 
Oban PA34 5JJ, UK
Tel:   01631-569990
Fax:  01631-569520
www.imanidevelopment.com
oban@imanidevelopment.com

IMANI 
DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPORTS 
FAIRTRADE 
BECAUSE IT 
IS GOOD FOR 
BUSINESS, GOOD 
FOR PRODUCERS, 
GOOD FOR 
CONSUMERS; 
FAIRTRADE WORKS!

HAY AND STRAW 
DELIVERED

Round and Square 
Bales.

Telephone: 
N Robertson 
07768 506826

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

THE CROFTERS Commission 
are to attempt to simplify the 
planning process and untangle a 
web on complications that have 
trapped people aiming to build 
new homes on croftland.

Streamlining
The Commisssion and Highland 

Council have embarked on a 
six month pilot project aimed at 
streamlining the often complex 
processes of obtaining planning 
permission and decrofting land 
for a new house on croft land.  

Crofters Commission propose pilot 
plan to simplify planning process

It is hoped that the proposal will 
help retain the better quality croft 

-
sions where planning permission 
for houses are granted - but 
decrofting refused.

‘Major step forward’
Convener of the Crofters Com-

mission, Drew Ratter, said:  ‘This 
is a major step forward to help 
preserve the better quality croft 
land.

‘Legislation means folk will 
still have to submit a decrofting Drew Ratter

application to the Commission 
but this can be done at the same 
time as they lodge their planning 
application. This will save time 
as the majority of the information 
required will be captured at the 
planning consultation stage. 

‘I am looking forward to seeing 
the results in September and hope 
it can then be rolled out across all 
local authorities in the crofting 
areas.’

Chair of the Highland Council’s 
Planning Environment and De-

velopment Committee Councillor 
Ian Ross, said:  ‘The Council 
recognises that crofting is a core 
component of life in the Highlands, 

communities but also the wider 
population and environment. With 
this pilot the Council will be able 
to more fully consider the crofting 
impact of a development proposal 
by including an assessment of the 
quality of the land for crofting and 
whether there are any options for 
relocation of the preferred sites 

where that might help to preserve 
the integrity or viability of the croft 
as a small agricultural holding.’ 

The pilot scheme will cover an 
area from Assynt in the North to 
Glenorchy, Argyll in the South, 
and also take in the Isle of Skye 
and the Small Isles. 

People submitting planning ap-
plications for a new house on croft 
land will be asked to complete and 
submit a crofting questionnaire 
along with their planning applica-
tion to assist the process. 

THE ARGYLL and the Islands re-
gion of the National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS) has a new chair-
man, with John Semple of Ellary 
Estate, near Lochgilphead taking 
over the reins from long serving 
member Bert Leitch, Lagganulva, 
Isle of Mull.

AGM
The change came following the or-

ganisations annual general meeting 
held in St Andrews last week.

look Board of Directors under a 
new presidential team of Nigel 
Miller, Stow, Galashiels as president 
and Allan Bowie, St Andrews 
and John Picken, St Andrews 
as vice presidents were elected. 
  John Semple will be joined on the 
Board by three other new regional 
chairmen,  Alastair Martin from, 
Bankend, Dumfries and Gal-
loway, Kevan Harvey, who hails 
from Orkney and Shetland and 
Charlie Adam from the North East.
 New committee chairmen are 
Kenneth Campbell (Milk) and 
Andrew Moir (Combinable crops). 

Campbeltown remains as chairman 
of the legal and technical committee.
  NFUS’s new president Nigel Miller 
said: ‘There is a new team and some 
new faces in place for what will be a 
very important year for the Scottish 
farming industry. 

‘There are huge immediate chal-
lenges to many of those involved 
in primary production in Scotland 
in securing a fair return from the 
marketplace. 

CAP
‘At the same time, Euro-

pean discussions on fundamental 
changes to the way the Common 
Agricultural Policy supports our 
industry will begin in earnest. 
 ‘The Union’s board is a fantastic mix 
of experience and fresh faces and I 
look forward to working with them 
as we build on the great work that 
NFUS continues to do in represent-
ing our industry. 

‘That work starts this week when I 
will sit down with my vice presidents 
and chief executive to plot out our work 
programme for the coming months.’

Ellary manager is new 
NFUS regional chairman

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 197 store cattle, 
68 breeding cattle and 43 Over 
30 Month cattle at Dingwall 
last Wednesday when quality 

strong enquiry, quality breeding 
cattle sold extremely well and 
Over 30 Month cattle sold at 
increased rates..

Cows with heifer calf at foot 
sold to £1,450 for a Simmental 
cross from 34 Newmarket, 
Stornoway.

Cows with bull calf at foot sold 

to £1,600 for a Simmental cross 
from 34 Newmarket.

In-calf cows sold to £1,000 
twice for a Limousin from Little-
burn, Munlochy and a Shorthorn 
from 34 Newmarket.

Breeding bulls sold to £1,800 
for a Charolais from 34 New-
market. 

Bullocks averaged 170.8p and 
sold to 193.1p per kg for a pen 
of 360kg Limousin crosses from 
145 Badnellan, Brora, and £955 
for a 705kg Shorthorn cross from 
Ordmuir, Muir of Ord.

Heifers averaged 160.4p and 
sold to 178.5p per kg for a pair 
of 297kg Limousin crosses from 
145 Badnellan and £930 for a 
605kg Belgian Blue cross from 
Ordmuir. 

Young bulls averaged 107.7p 
and sold to 117.1p per kg and 
£720 for a Simmental cross from 
Welbeck Estates, Berriedale.

OTM heifers and bullocks av-
eraged 145.7p and sold to 153.8p 
per kg and £815 for a 530kg 
Charolais cross from Hilton 
Farm, Tain.

Quality breeding cattle remain
in demand at Dingwall saleCALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 

Ltd sold 2280 prime sheep 
and 643 cast ewes and rams at 
Stirling last Tuesday when prime 
lambs averaged 183.33 (-0.65p 
on the week), selling to 246p per 
kilo for Beltex’s scaling 40kg 
from DS and RC Taylor Easter 
Ochtermuthill.

Suffolk ewes sold to £109.50 
from J Buchanan, Lead, while 
Mules from Eorrabus, Islay sold 
to £77.50. Continental rams from 
C McMillan, Ardbeg, Islay sold 
to £121.50 and to £115.50 for 
Cheviots from West Dron and to 
£108.50 for Texels from Scart. 

Islay sheep sell well 
at Stirling

UNITED Auctions sold 1545 
store cattle, 128 young bulls and 
197 cows and 1020 store sheep 
and grit ewes at Stirling last 
Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 168.26p 
(+6.15p) and sold to 211.8p per 
kg for a 340kg Simmental cross 
from Bangour and £1100 from 
Milton

Heifers averaged 160.85p 
(+1.221p) and sold to 209.4p per 
kg for a 234kg Limousin cross 
from Roughside and £965 for 
a 664kg Limousin cross from 
Roberton.

Young bulls averaged 165.71p 
and sold to 217.20p per kg for 
a 221kg Charolais cross from 
Shaw of Touch and £935 for a 

592kg Simmental cross from 
New Mains

Texel 2-crop ewes with 
Texel twins from Lathrisk sold 
to £173, £170 and £168 while 
Texel in-lamb gimmers from the 
same home fetched £138. Texel 
in-lamb gimmers from Kinneil 
Mill sold to £152 with Texel 
3-crop ewes also from this home 

selling to £135.
Rodders sold Blackfaces ewes 

with Bluefaced Leicester triplets 
to £76.

to £75.50 and to £75 from Bin-

£66 and Charollais to £65, with 
Baidlandhill selling Blackfaces 
to £61.

Ewes with twins at foot sell to £173 at Stirling



COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

www.oban.org.uk - the 
definitive web guide to 
Oban that enjoys 20 
million hits per year.

Help us promote 
Oban and we’ll help you 
promote  your business.

Visit:
www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!
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ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Lady
Very friendly old dear who needs somebody to love her after 
her owner died. Vets have given her a good report, but any 

necessary vet bills for her in the future will be covered by us.

Please contact Jean on 01631 566406 
after 8pm for more details.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

TOKEN 3
&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

The Scottish Sealife Sanctuary has teamed up with 
The Oban Times for their new passes

Redeem your passes from 
26th February to 13th March 

inclusive

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Friday 25 February > Ivan Drever Solo
Skipinnish Ceilidh Bar 8pm – Tickets £6

���� ����

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Sweet taste 
of success for 
Women’s Day
A CHOCOLATE designed 
in Oban will be the emblem 
of the celebrations to mark 
International Women’s Day.

And the sweetie will be 
enjoyed as part of the town’s 
Fairtrade Fortnight and the 
area’s Women at Work Project on 
March 9.

The evening soiree, Women 
doing it for themselves: Fair 
Trade Cotton, Coffee and 
Fashion, will include the 
unveiling of the International 
Women’s Day chocolate, 
designed by Helen MacKechnie, 
co-owner of the town’s 
Chocolate Shop. 

Women at Work is a women’s 
network, providing information 
and training for women in nine 
areas of northern Scotland. It 
encourages women to learn 
together, to develop skills and 
to speak out about what matters 
to them at home, at work and in 
communities.  

Organiser Pauline Cameron 
said: ‘It’s going to be a great fun 
packed evening for celebrating 
women’s lives and achievements 
throughout the world, 
particularly focussing on the 
women who make what we wear.  

‘There will be a couple of fun 
workshops looking at fairtrade 
cotton and the fashion industry 
and a chance to try fair trade 
clothing for yourself.  

‘We’ll be exploring how our 
shopping choices directly affect 
millions of women whose 
livelihoods depend on growing 
cotton and manufacturing what 
we wear as well as enjoying good 
music, tasting some fairtrade 
wine, tea and coffee and 
enjoying that specially designed 
chocolate.’ 

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

LAST week the clock on 
Oban’s North Pier tower was 
removed for maintenance. 
We posted this picture on 
Facebook: 15_t07clock04

Talent to 
spare at 
MORE than 400 people crammed 
into Oban Primary Campus’ sports 

Judges Morven McKerrell, Oban 
High School’s head of music, the 
Reverend James Beaton and local 
businessman Neil Matheson watched 
as performers from every age group 
put on a show to remember, with 
jokes, music, dance and singing 
lighting up the hall.

Competition was tough, but the 
judges ruled that the outstanding 
act of the night was the Sparklers 
dance group, made up of P3-5 girls, 
who performed country dancing to 
modern music.

First runner up was Rachel 
Campbell, P7, on accordion.

Third place was shared between 

the Flawless dancers, consisting of 
P7 girls, and P2 pupil Aiden Dunn, 
who danced solo.

The event was organised and run 
on the night by the school’s P7 pupils, 

to make a DVD of the proceedings.
Teachers Fiona McCormick and 

Isobel Boyd assisted the pupils in 

and were delighted to hear the 
children had made around £700 

The majority of the money will 
go towards school funds, with £100 
going to Comic Relief.

Mrs McCormick added: ‘This is 
a great event and meets the criteria 
of the Cirriculum for Excellence by 
incorporating music, drama, English 
and maths.’

The Dance Girls, from P4, kicked proceedings off on Thursday with a lively dance routine. t08rock6

Finley Murphy told tiger themed jokes and 
stories for his performance, getting a ‘grrrreat’ 

response from the crowd. t08rock4

Jessica Swan demonstrated her undoubted 
musical abilities by her performance on the 

clarsach. t08rock3

The Face of Rutherfords 2011 took a trip to the Oban hair and beauty salon on Friday 
to collect some of her prizes. As well as appearing on all Rutherfords advertising 

brochures for 2011, Taynuilt’s Isla Hannigan received more than £300 worth of 
products and £220 worth of vouchers to be used in the salon. Isla, 16, said it was ‘great’ 

to win but has noticed a bit of extra attention at school since dazzling at the final 
photoshoot in Glasgow last year. She said: ‘Everyone keeps asking me if I’m a model 

now!’ Isla is pictured receiving a hamper stacked full of goodies from Rutherfords 
owner Pamela Mackay. t08isla1

Isla’s got plenty to smile about

A coffee morning was held at St John’s Cathedral Hall on Saturday to raise money for Oban Bach Choir and Orchestra. 
Looking after the raffle stall were choir members Elizabeth Little, left, and Jenny McEvoy. 15_t08coff01

Coffee morning is music to Bach choir’s ears

Fans out early to secure Mumford and Sons tickets
FRESH from their success at the 
Brit Awards, Mumford and Sons are 
playing a sell-out gig in Tobermory.

Tickets for the band’s intimate 
Highland and Islands Tour went on 
sale at 10am on Saturday morning. 
Fans started queuing shortly after 
6.30am and the venue was sold out 
shortly before 11am.

Far more people than tickets turned 
up at arts venue An Tobar which will 
host the gig on March 2.

‘The biggest band in the country are 
playing the opening gig of the season. 
It doesn’t get better than that.’

To keep warm folk were well 
wrapped up in hats, scarves and 

drinks to keep the cold out. 
‘It was the band that insisted tickets 

went on sale from the venue and that 
people had to buy tickets in person. 
They wanted the tickets sold to local 
people.

‘The band were keen to play to 
people who live here on Mull.

‘It was top secret that the band were 
coming here – and I managed to keep 

Meanwhile, demand for the Mum-
ford and Sons gig in Fort William 
next Thursday saw people begin to 
queue for tickets at the BA Club from 
1am on Saturday.

More fans from as far as Oban 
arrived throughout the night so that 
by 8am about 150 hopefuls were 
queuing. At two tickets per person, 
the 300 £20 briefs were snapped up 
within minutes of them going on sale 
at 10am. 

Many were left disappointed, their 
mood contrasting with the party 
atmosphere in the car park through-
out the night. Music played from 
car radios as fans sat in deck chairs 
under quilts, braving wind and rain 

Ticket number one was sold to Michelle Duffy, left, accompanied by other early birds Erin Turnbull, Claire Brown and Fiona McAdam, who all 
have tickets for Mumford and Sons, who will be playing Aros Hall, Tobermory, on March 2.

The Robert Nairn Ceilidh Band 
and Mod gold medallist Alasdair 

Whyte entertained a busy ceilidh in 
Lochawe Village Hall on Saturday.

to help mark the 100th birthday of a 
leading cancer charity.

Macmillan Cancer Support, which 
was founded in 1911, is asking local 
people to help make its birthday 
year extra special by taking on a 
fundraising challenge.

Fundraising manager for Argyll 

fundraiser could be anything from 
a sponsored walk for one to a 
glamorous ball.’  

for Macmillan contact Elsie Riley 
on 0141 952 0085 or e-mail eriley@
macmillan.org.uk.

Call to help celebrate 
100th birthday of 
Macmillan charity

And this is what you said:
Jimmy McCallum: ‘Time 

Rosslynn Gemmell: ‘Time 

Simon Macdonald: ‘Oban 

Alex Fletcher: ‘If that’s the 
watch I would hate to see the 
pocket it goes into.’

Other comments on Facebook 
from the week:

Marilyn Hazlett: ‘I love the 
bonnie babies competition.’

Eileen Duncan: ‘Can The 
Oban Times do a singles page 
and maybe a few people might 
get it together and, you never 
know, The Oban Times could 

your dating page.’ 

Oban Accordion 
and Fiddle Club

Monthly Club Night
Thursday 3rd March 2011  
Argyllshire Gathering Hall

7.30pm
Audience and Players 

welcome
Special Guest Artiste
Nicky McMichan Trio

Admission £3
Come Along and Enjoy the Music

Comunn Gaidhealach 
An Obain
Ceilidh

Masonic Hall, Albany 
Street, OBAN

Saturday 5th of March
2011 at 7.30pm
Admission £5

See Local Posters for Artists

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 1st March 

2011
At 10.30am

Caledonian Hotel, 
Station Square, Oban

A warm welcome to members 
new and old for our monthly 

coffee and chat meeting.

Meur Lochabair
HARRIS CEILIDH DANCE

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, February, 26th

@ 7.30pm
Singers: John Murdo Morrison, 
Freddie MacKenzie, Sheena 
MacLeod, Jayne Morrison, 

Catherine MacLeod. 
Piper Calum MacColl. 

Music by Ian Angus MacLeod.  
Admission £8 

FORT WILLIAM
 ACCORDION & FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
Tuesday 1st March, 2011 at 8pm

GUEST ARTISTS:
Robert Whitehead Trio

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 
CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST 
ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL
FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

LOCHABER STRATHSPEY 
& REEL SOCIETY
FIDDLERS’ RALLY
(Incl. CD Launch)

Lochaber High School
Saturday March 5, 2011

At 7.30pm
Guest Artist: Mary Ann Kennedy
Tickets £8, Concessions £6, 

Children/Students Free
Available at the door 
or Tel 01397 704062

Curtain up 7.30pm 
(Matinee @ 2.00pm on 5th)

Corran Halls, Oban 
3rd, 4th & 5th  March

TICKETS

AVAILABLE 

NOW!

Scottish Opera present

Opera 
Highlights

 Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Thursday 3rd March, 

7.30pm
Tickets £11/£5 

Reserve on 01852 500746
Buy online www.thebooth.co.uk

HAPPY
HOUSE
Christian Pre School

Coffee Morning
Saturday 26th February

10.30 – 12.30
Glencruitten Church Centre

Admission Adults £2, 
Children £1

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 3rd March
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
10 Renault Grande Modus Dynamique, 1.2 TCi, blue, 7,900 miles ..£9,850
10 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0 DCI 150, Grey, 2500 miles ................£15,350
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 9000 miles ................£10,995
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 17,000 miles...................£9,750
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£14,995
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 12,650 Miles ....................................... £8,500
08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £8,950
08 Nissan Note Tekna, Auto, 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 18,000 Miles ..............£6,850
08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,550
07 Renault Megane Extreme 1.4, 5Dr, Hatchback, Silver, 18000,  ....£5,650
07 Renault Scenic Dyn, DCI 106, Silver, 26,500 Miles .....................£6,950
07 Renault Clio Campus I’Music, 1.2, 3Dr. Blue, 25,000 Miles ........£4,500
06 Renault Modus Dyn, black, 26,000 miles ....................................£5,550
06 Suzuki Ignis GL, 1.4, 5Dr, Red, 43,000 Miles ..............................£3,500
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 Miles ...............................£4,950
05 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2, 3Dr, Silver, 29,000 Miles..........................£3,850
54 Mitsubishi Colt Equippe, 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 42500 Miles ..................£2,850
54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350
04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£3,250
04 Ford Ka Style, 3dr, blue, 42,000 miles .........................................£2,650
53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82,500 miles ............................£3,450

COMMERCIALS

57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...................... £8,000 + vat
02 Renault Kangoo ........................................................ £2,150 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

CAR OF THE WEEK
2001 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Ltr
£1995.00
Mot and Service at time of purchase

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2005 Vauxhall Meriva Breeze, 1.4Ltr, Black, 5Dr, 46,778 Miles ....................£3,200
2004 Vauxhall Corsa SXI, 1.2 Ltr, Green, 3Dr, 77,295 Miles ..........................SOLD
2005 Vauxhall Meriva Breeze, 1.4 Ltr, Silver, 5Dr, 85,909 Miles ....................£2,875
2001 Vauxhall Corsa Comfort, 1.2 Ltr, Green, 5Dr, 62,521 Miles .................£1,995
2005 Vauxhall Astra 1.9Ltr CDTI, Diesel, Silver, 5Dr, Taxed & Mot’d Customer Vehicle ..£5,495
1996 Mercedes C220, 2.2Ltr, Diesel, Silver, 5Dr, Taxed & Mot’d, Customer Vehicle ........£1,295
2002 Vauxhall Vectra Elegance 2.2Ltr, Automatic, Blue, 5Dr, 89,941 Miles, 
Customer Vehicle ...................................................................................................£2,250

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

For more 
details

01631 760213

1983, starts, 
runs and drives 

excellent.

COLLECTORS CLASSIC 
FORD CAPRI

£2600 plus vat.

55 reg,cd player, Mot’d till 
Feb 2012, 49,000miles,very 

good condition.

Telephone: 
01855 831530 or 

07771642174

VAUXHALL COMBO 
CDTI 16 VALVE VAN WANTED

WANTED for 
cash, caravans, 
caravanettes,
motorhomes,
any make, 

model,
condition,

instant pick-up 
and payment. 

Telephone: 
07751 026953 £1500 o.n.o.

35ft x 12ft, 2 Bedrooms, Gas Boiler, 
Cooker and Fridge, Gas Fire, 

Large Living Area, Kitchen/Dining Area, 
Average Condition for age, Mid 1990’s.

Telephone: 
01586 830145

Buyer must arrange 
collection

ATLAS OAKWOOD 
SUPER CARAVAN

£4300 o.n.o.

56 reg, 46mpg.

Telephone: 
07825 828732

VAUXHALL 
ASTRA

SRI CDTI ESTATE 1.7 

£1500 o.n.o.

Tax May ‘11, Mot Sept ‘11. 
65935 miles. FSH. Both keys. 
Dash clock and rev counter, 
boot divider, spare wheel.

Contact
John or Anne 

01496 850540 / 
07799 271903

‘03 SMART 
CAR

STATIC CARAVAN
1996 WILLERBY GRANADA

£6000 o.n.o.

35x12, 2 bedrooms, open plan kitchen/living area
Currently situated at Resipole, Acharacle (new build close to the camp site)

For further information contact Jeff or Alex Forrester
01967 431698 / 07918640355   jeff.forrester@btinternet.com

£1200 o.n.o.

2001, Very Good Condition
70,300 miles

Mot till November 2011 
Taxed till April 2011 

CD Changer
Very Good on Diesel.

Telephone: 
07717481589

CITROEN XSARA 
LX HDIWANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Daihatsus, 
any 4 x 4, also 

considered
non-runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 

or mobile 
07885 203020

3

WANTED

Motor Homes or 
Caravanettes,

any age or 
condition.

We also buy 
damaged or 
damp ones. 

Instant Cash.

Telephone: 
01250 884 306 or 

07885 203032

2

AUDI A3 SPORTBACK 
SPECIAL EDITION

£9250 o.n.o.

31,715 miles, 5 Door Sportback, Akoya Silver, Audi Roof Rails, Audi front Fog Lamps, Audi 
Mats,Full Audi Service History, 1 Owner, Petrol, Electric windows, Black Cloth seat trim, Audi CD 

Player, Air Con, Immaculate Condition

Tel: 01631 570455 or 07756 514660

£1650 o.n.o.

Auto tiptronic, 2.3 fuel injection, 2002 new 
style, Metallic Blue, Leather interior, Back 

pack and sensors, Alloy wheels, Mot’d, 6 disc 
multi changer, Full electric pack, Very good 

condition for year, Very comfortable and 
dependable, Lots of paperwork.

Telephone: 
07795 341113

VOLKSWAGEN 
PASSAT V5

Mot to September
Tax until April

Very good condition.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

860259

ROVER 75
DIESEL

£2000 o.n.o.

2000 X reg, diesel.
New clutch, 90% good tyres, tips well, recent 

service including all fluids changed
No MOT as exempt on Arran, but kept to 

standard. 95k miles.

Telephone: 
07909 886385 or 

01770 (Arran) 860225

MITSUBISHI CANTER 
TIPPER 3.5 TONNE

£5100

3 door 
21.000 miles

Red
58 Plate.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

700516

VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.0 LIFE

WANTED
Caravan,

Camper Van 
or Motor 

Home, any 
make model 
or condition 
considered.

Telephone: 
07900 882331

BMW 3 SERIES 318D ES 
5DR DIESEL ESTATE

£7800 o.n.o.

56 reg 108000 miles.  6 Speed Manual Gearbox, Dark Blue, Black 
Leather Interior. Alloy Wheels, Air Con. CD Player.  12mths Tax & 

MOT. 4 new tyres and recently serviced. Great Condition throughout.

Tel: 01967 431661

Ben Nevis Motors

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

www.bennevismotors.co.uk
Check out our website for full list of used cars available to buy.

Metallic Paint | Sat Nav | Rear Parking Sensors| Auto Headlights
Auto Wipers | Heated Windscreen | Alloys | Air Conditioning | BlueTooth

Focus 1.6 Sport
£13,495

TESCO’S
CAR PARK  OBAN
THURSDAY 24th 

AND FRIDAY 25th 
FEBRUARY

06 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB, White, Side Door, Wood 
lined, 61,000 Miles, Roof Rack, MOT July 11 ... £4500 + vat

07 FORD CONNECT T200, White, Facelift Model, Side 
Door, Wood lined, CD Player, MOT Sept 11 ..... £3600 + vat

04 CITROEN BORLINGO 2.0 HDI, White, Wood lined, MOT 
March 2012 ......................................................£2350 + vat

ALL LIGHT COMMERCIALS 
BOUGHT & SOLD.

Robertson Van Sales, Crannog Lane, Oban

07990 548046

Robertson Van Sales

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

S&S SERVICES SUBARU
Tel: 01292 880080/880440  www.sandsservices.co.uk
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LONG LET
2 Bedroom Cottage

1 double, 1 single, Extremely 
private location , yet 

commuting distance to Oban 
and local to amenities in 

Dalmally. Furnished, Central 
Heating, Lounge with wood 

burning stove, recently 
renovated.

More information 
Telephone 07795 280584

FOR SALE
STATION TEA ROOM

Crianlarich

Very successful family business.
Established over 100 years

Awarded “Best Station Buff et in Britain”

For more information please contact
01838 300225

FOR RENT 
£480pcm

2 Bedroom unfurnished 
spacious ground floor flat.

3a Mill Park Terrace
Soroba Road

Oban

Available early March, no 
DSS or pets, deposit and 

references required

Tel 01852 300475

TO LET
Detached 3 bedroom 

house
In Dalmally

Beautiful location with 

spacious gardens.

C/Heating, D/Glazed

Unfurnished

£550 pcm + Bills
Immediate entry

Tel: 01838 200218

Ardchoirc Small Holding
Isle of Kerrera

38 acre smallholding on 
the island of Kerrera 
available on a 20 year 
agricultural tenancy; 3 bed 
farmhouse, large modern 
agricultural building, plus 
traditional steadings.
Further detailed particulars and site plan available to 
seriously interested parties.

Offers Invited 

bellingram.co.uk

TO LET
The Greens, Glencruitten 

Road, Oban 
Available on long let, Luxury 

Apartment with beautiful views 
overlooking golf course. Ac-

commodation comprises hall, 
lounge, kitchen, 2/3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, 1 en-suite. Off 
street parking. Monthly rent 

£600 and all bills. 
References required.

Telephone 01631 730491 or 
mobile 0781 6459503

TO LET
3 Bedroom House, Oban

Fully furnished, freshly 
decorated in walk-in-condi-
tion. Easy access to town 

centre.  Sorry no pets, 
non-smoking and no DSS.  

Deposit and references 
required.  £600 pcm plus 

Council Tax and Bills.
Telephone 07810731968

Cosy cottage on the 
Ross of Mull available 
from 9th April for a 

12 month let. 
Tranquil setting with 

wonderful views. £300 
per month plus council 
tax and utilities. Deposit 
and references required.

Please contact clare.
ainsworth@gmail.com 
or phone 01926 748140.

TO LET OBAN
2 bed fl ats

Un / part furnished, central location

Period fl at, fully refurbished, 2nd fl oor £525 pcm
Sorry no pets. No DSS. Available now

Ground fl oor, gas CH, own entrance £460 pcm
Available April

Both non smoking, price ex c.t/ bills, refs required.

Tel 01631 564954

Retired diplomat 
and wife seek 

unfurnished detached 
house, Argyll for long 

term rent from this 
Spring.

3-5 bedrooms, open 

Mainland or Island.
Contact:

alasdairmacdermott@
gmail.com

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

HYDRO

new, or a site with

For the purposes 

Please call 
07900 654862

WANTEDANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of 
£180,000

Gortan House

en, 3 Bedrooms

• Bathroom, Shower 

West Coast property service

Fixed price £195,000

Cuil Na Seoc
Stronvaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown 

detached house. 

TO LET
Th ree bedroom bungalow in rural 

location, near Tayinloan.
Unfurnished, recently renovated, 

double garage, large garden.
£500 pcm
No DSS

Tel: 01583 441223

TO LET 
Two bedroom apartment, 

for 6 adults, 
at Miraflores Beach & 

Country Club, 
Costa del Sol, Spain 

for one week 
6th – 13th August 2011.

£400 for the accommodation, 
all you need is your flights. 

Contact:
01586 553767

TO LET

Flat for rent
Fully furnished one bedroom fl at in the centre of Lochgilphead

Available for long let
Own car parking space

No DSS
References required

£420p.c.m + Council Tax
Apply in writing to Box Number 150 Argyllshire Advertiser, 

Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

COMMERCIAL

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

SCOTTISH Agricultural Col-
lege’s veterinary investigation 

a talk on Johne’s Disease which 
can hit the long and short term 
incomes of Argyll’s livestock 
farmers.

He will be meeting farmers in 
Kintyre at West Backs Farm on 

before moving north to talk to 

at the Royal Hotel, Ardrishaig at 

Johne’s Disease is a chronic, 
progressive, wasting condition 
that affects ruminants and is 

bacterium avium subspecies 
paratuberculosis.

Animals are infected by ingest-
ing the agent and young animals 
are considered to be the most 
susceptible to infection.

In heavily infected herds this 
leads to a high rate of wastage in 
cattle at two to four years of age. 
Infection is nearly always intro-
duced to a herd by purchasing 
infected replacement breeding 

stock, including bulls.
The Scottish Government 

acknowledges that it aims for 
Scottish livestock to be disease 
free of Johne’s, TB, bluetongue 

will also discuss.
The meetings will discuss the 

symptoms, control and the costs, 
to make people in the industry 

in Argyll aware and ultimately 

livestock enterprise.
For more information please 

contact John Forster SAC Camp-

Armour, Westwards Veterinary 

Argyll farmers meet to discuss 
disease prevention measures

Diseases such as Johne’s, TB, bluetongue and BVD can aff ect the long and short term incomes of Argyll’s livestock farmers

and breeding ewes at Stirling on 

for store cattle rose by an average 

Auchtygemmel, Lesmahagow 

High Kilphin, Ballantrae and to 

from Woodend, Gartcosh.

Gartcosh.

Limousin from Drumelzier, 
Denny.

A feature of the sale was a 

ocks and heifers from Woodend, 

for a Blonde D’Aquataine cow 
with calf at foot from Wester 
Lochgreen, Bonnybridge. In calf 

Blackface ewes scanned as 
carrying single lambs from Otter 

Cheviots carrying twins from 

on Tuesday of this week when 
there was again a steep increase 
in trade for prime sheep.

Wester Craiglands, Fortrose.

Kincraig Farm, Invergordon, and 

cross from Easter Sheep Park, 
Balblair.

cross also from Udale, to John 

at Stirling last Thursday.
Beltex lambs from Luckenburn 

from Coilavoulin, with Texels 

Guardswell also sold Suffolks to 

Glendamph sold Blackfaces to 

from Kinloch with Bluefaced 
Leicesters from Ballagan to 

Dingwall prime lamb 

Store cattle rates 
up at Stirling sale

Prime trade 
maintains rise

Ltd held their Blackface Prime 
Sheep Show and Sale at Stirling 
last Tuesday.

Blackface prime sheep aver-

the champion pen of hoggets 

The sale was kindly sponsored 

Trailers, Harbro, Scotbeef and 

Breeders.  

Scotbeef and placed his awards 
as follows:-

179p

Champion 

Reserve Champion 

Club:- Best pen of hoggets: 

Blackface prime show

Ltd held their February sale of 

last week when they had forward 

and small tools.  
All tractors and machinery met 

a good trade with buyers present 
from Ireland and throughout the 
UK.

with a  Star tanker attracting 

machinery, a hedgecutter sold to 

Machinery and tool sale at Stirling

Dingwall and Highland
Bullocks Heifers Breeding cattle

Cows with heifer calf at foot: SimmentalX 

Bulls: 

United Auctions

Heifers

Sheep
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time 
period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this 

proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who 
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/00371/FUL

11/00400/LBC

11/00489/MSC

Development Address

Land 500m North West of 
Moonstone Cottage
Spean Bridge

High Land
1 New Buildings
Arisaig

Land on
11-12 Ardnastang
Strontian

Proposal Description

Erection of house which 
also incorporates two self 
contained units

Extension to house

Erection of house

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Arisaig Post Office
Regulation 5 - affecting 
the character of a listed 
building (21 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

The Annual 
General Meeting 

of Friends 
of Oban Hospice 
will take place in 

the Church Centre, 
Glencruitten Road on 
Thursday, March 17, 

2011 at 7.30pm.
All Welcome

Census Coverage Survey (CCS) 2011

Interviewer Posts (476) 
Location – throughout Scotland
£880 for 80 hours work (flexible but including some weekend & evening work)

Between 18 April 2011 and 30 June 2011

Are you interested in making a difference to your local community? Interested in
becoming part of a national team? Then perhaps working on the Census Coverage
Survey is for you.

The 2011 census is vital to developing an understanding of our population – its size,
ethnicity, health and housing. In support of the census we will be carrying out the
Census Coverage Survey (CCS) shortly after census day to ensure that the data published
is the most accurate available. Around 40,000 households throughout Scotland will be
visited for follow-up interviews during the CCS.

As one of 476 CCS Interviewers, you will be part of a team of up to 20 Interviewers in
your area. Your role will be to list all households within your allocated workload area
and then to carry out doorstep interviews at each household where you will ask a selection
of questions designed to enable an accurate estimate of Scotland’s population to be made.
You should have access to a motor vehicle.

To find out more and apply online visit: www.gro-scotland.gov.uk

Closing date: Friday 4 March 2011.

As an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all suitably qualified people
and aim to employ a diverse workforce which reflects the people of Scotland.

General Register Office
for

S C O T L A N D
information about Scotland’s people

Stockperson
£17,500 - £19,500 inclusive of contracted overtime
Established Full Time Role – 37.5 hours per week plus 
8 hours fixed overtime per week
Based on The Oa Reserve – Isle of Islay
You will assist the Farm Manager in the management of livestock to the highest standards
whilst meeting the conservation aims of the Oa Reserve. Experience of livestock management,
in particular calving and lambing, preferably in an upland situation, is therefore essential.
Literacy and numeracy are essential, computer literacy is desirable. With the cattle herd going
through a period of development, this will be an unusual and rewarding position for anyone
committed to livestock production. The stockperson at the Oa will also be required to
occasionally work on other RSPB sites within the area.
For more information contact Liz Hathaway on 01496 850505 or email:
liz.hathaway@rspb.co.uk
Closing date: 7 March 2011. Interview date: 28 March 2011.
For further information and an application form, please visit our website.

www.rspb.org.uk/vacancies
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.
England and Wales no. 207076. Scotland no. SC037654.

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 
1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 67/ 69 
Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this 
notice. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 11/00192/PP
Applicant: Joy Prentice
Proposal: Replacement roof covering from west highland slate to spanish slate.
Site Address: Askernish 49 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7DJ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen

•Ref No: 11/00223/PP
Applicant: Mr Gordon Hyslop
Proposal: Demolition of existing lean-to extension and erection of rear extension.
Site Address: 104 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7BQ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be 
made to Planning and Regulatory Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 17/03/2011

•Ref No: 10/01970/PP
Applicant: Sarah Campbell
Proposal: Renovation and extension of derelict buildings to form dwellinghouse and detached commercial studio 
and erection of 6kw wind turbine (19.6m to blade tip height)
Site Address: Land North West Of Bachuil Isle Of Lismore Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5UL
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore

•Ref No: 10/02044/PP
Applicant: Mr Kenneth Ferguson
Proposal: Installation of air source heat pump
Site Address: Morar House Connel Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1PA
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Connel

•Ref No: 10/02148/PPP
Applicant: Mrs Anna Nicholson
Proposal: Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic tank and formation of new access
Site Address: Barranrioch Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4QB
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00016/PP
Applicant: Mr Colin MacDougall
Proposal: Erection of 2 storey extension to form living accommodation, erection of single storey extension, 
installation of 6 rooflights and 9 solar panels and alterations to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Traighmhor Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute PA76 6SP
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Iona

•Ref No: 11/00164/PP
Applicant: Tiree Community Business
Proposal: Erection of wind turbine on 10 metre mast
Site Address: Tiree Community Business Island Centre Crossapol Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UP
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00188/PPP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs C Hodge
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Kilmore And Kilbride Parish Church Kilmore Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00202/PP
Applicant: John Rodgers
Proposal: Siting of mobile home for holiday letting
Site Address: Torbhan Cottage Pennyghael Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA70 6HE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull

•Ref No: 11/00203/PP
Applicant: Mr Andy Knight
Proposal: Erection of a 12 metre Anemometer Mast for a period of 3 years
Site Address: Torosay Sandpit Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA65 6AY
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure

•Ref No: 11/00208/PP
Applicant: Mr Richard Fye and Mrs Avril Palmer Fye
Proposal: Erection of extension to dwellinghouse, demolition of ruinous outbuilding and erection of self catering 
unit and alterations and re-roofing of further outbuilding to form store and garage
Site Address: Lagganbeg Kilninver Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Kilmelford

•Ref No: 11/00215/PP
Applicant: Maritime And Coastguard Agency
Proposal: Installation of Medium Frequency Aerial and associated works
Site Address: Land North Of The Old Met Office Tiree Airport Crossapol Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UP
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00219/PP
Applicant: Mr R Owen
Proposal: Erection of domestic ancilliary accommodation
Site Address: Creagh-Na-Hullach  Ardtun Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA67 6DH
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of 
planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be 
made to Planning and Regulatory Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 17/03/2011

•Ref No: 11/00013/PP
Applicant: Iomairt Chille Chomain
Proposal: Erection of workshed
Site Address: Land At  Port Mhor  Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7UE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte

•Ref No: 11/00232/PP
Applicant: Glynis And Stephen Florence
Proposal: Restoration and alterations to existing bothy to form dwellinghouse
Site Address: Lussagiven Bothy Lussagiven Isle Of Jura Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craighouse Isle of Jura
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of 
planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. 
Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Lomond & Argyll
Advocacy Service

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Friday 18th March 2011
New members 

welcome
For further details 

contact:
(01389) 726543

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

TSL Contractors of  Craignure, Isle of Mull, 
PA65 6AY are applying to change an existing 
licence to add an operating centre to keep 
3 Goods Vehicles and 3 Trailers at A.N 
Cameron Ldt, Goirtean, Old Road, Banavie, 
Fort William, PH33 7LX. Owners or occupiers 
of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

Lochaber Council 
on Alcohol

Caol Shopping Centre, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7DR
LCA offer free, confidential one to one counselling to 
anyone over the age of 16 who is concerned about 
their own or someone else’s drinking.
LCA are currently recruiting volunteer alcohol and 
drug counsellors to provide counselling in the following 
areas: Caol, Kinlochleven, and Mallaig & Arisaig.
No qualifications are necessary as full training will be 
given.
For more information or to obtain an application form 
contact Lisa on:
01397 702340 Or e-mail lca.caol@btinternet.com
Closing date for applications
Friday 11th March 2011
Scottish Charity SCO20455

Bonawe
(Point Park) 

Common
Grazings

AGM
Wednesday 9th 
March at 7pm

Sports Pavillion, 
Taynuilt

ENCOMPASS COUNSELLING & SUPPORT
(Bute, Islay, Mid Argyll and Oban)

Are currently 

RECRUITING VOLUNTEER 
ADDICTION COUNSELLORS

No experience necessary as full training 
will be given to successful applicants.

For Further Information and/or an application pack 
please contact Colette MacLachlan

ECS Oban Market St Centre, Market St
01631 566090 – ecsoban@talktalkbusiness.net

Closing date for applications 4pm Friday 11th March
Successful applicants will be subjected to an enhanced 

disclosure check
ECS is a registered charity No SC037908

Office Manager/
Accounts Assistant
Wylie & Bisset LLP are seeking an 
experienced Accounts Assistant to manage 
their Oban office.
Applicants should be capable of working on 
their own initiative and possess knowledge 
of Accounts production and VAT.  Salary 
negotiable and hours are part-time and flexible.

Please send CV to The Staff Partner, 
Wylie & Bisset LLP, 168 Bath Street, 
Glasgow, G2 4TP

Closing date: 11 March 2011.
To apply visit our website

Senior Social Care Worker – Night (Temporary)
£26,753 - £30,129 Ardfenaig, Ardrishaig Ref: CSC63091T

33.5 hrs per week
Providing 24 hour support

01546 604034

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Seawater Farm Manager: Loch Etive
Basic Remuneration Package £35k - £40k

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the largest 
Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and Freshwater 
farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably experienced Farm Manager for 
our multi-site seawater farm at Loch Etive, nr Oban.
Reporting to the Production Manager, you will be fully responsible for all 
aspects of growing around 1,200 tonnes of large trout per annum. In time, 
Loch Etive is expected to produce in excess of 2,500 tonnes.
The ideal candidate will be a natural leader, with have a proven track record 

control, problem solving and planning. Competence in the promotion of Health 
and Safety is essential.
Candidates must possess excellent computer skills.  In addition, applicants 
should have a full driving licence.

package.  Assistance with relocation will also be available, if required.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV to:
Lindsey Elder, HR Assistant, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark Industrial 
Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS, by the closing date below.
Email: lindsey.elder@dawnfresh.co.uk  
Tel: 01698 810008
Closing Date: Friday 5th March 2011

Shop Manager
We are looking for an enthusiastic, fun and friendly person to 
organise the day to day running of Inverawe’s thriving smokery 
shop, tea-room and Exhibition. 

This is very much a hands on role and you must be organised, 
efficient, flexible and show a great eye for detail. 

A food hygiene certificate would be an advantage but is not 
necessary as training will be provided. 

This is a full time position covered by an annual hours agreement.

Please apply in writing to Christopher Cox, Inverawe Smokehouses, 
Taynuilt, PA35 1HU or by email to jobs@inverawe.co.uk

Drumclog Plant Ltd are recruiting the following 
staff for Watermain Projects in Skye: 
 CPCS qualified 360° Excavator Operators. 

 CSCS qualified site operatives. 

DOMS qualifications, and experience in water projects 
desirable, but not essential. Immediate start available.

Please send your CV to andrew@drumclogplant.com 
or call Andrew D. MacLeod on 07824 381 353

Campbeltown
Motor Co.

Require qualified 
vehicle mechanic or 
suitably able person.
Please apply in own 

handwriting to :
C. McMurchy,
Campbeltown

Motor Company,
Campbeltown,

Argyll, PA28 6SY

Bookkeeping, 

Wages, VAT, Self 

Assessment etc. 

Very Experienced 

Male seeks Part time 

Position. Flexi Hours 

or Days to suit.

Please contact 
via Box No 68
Oban Times
Oban, Argyll

PA34 4HB

PUBLIC NOTICES

JOB WANTED



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

for advert FREE in the next available issue

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

PERSONALS

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 

provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 

or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.

of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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•PLUMBING & HEATING ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

PLAYERS CIGARETTE 
CARDS original 

BABY EQUIPMENT

BOTTLE WARMER 

M O T H E R C A R E 

BICYCLES

BUILDING / DIY

MITRE SAW Gebrungssage 

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

national and international 

EQUESTRIAN
BODY PROTECTOR Harry 

 FURNITURE

evenings.

CHEST OF DRAWERS 

COFFEE TABLE Solid 

COTTAGE STYLE 

Table in very good 

Measures 1mtr in diam. 

SIDEBOARD made by 

TODDLERS FIRE 

out bed also has legs to 

mahogany veneer, mounted 

GARDEN
WHITE PLASTIC CHAIR 

GARDEN MACHINERY

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
HOME GYM V-Fit 

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

MARBLE HEARTH SLAB 

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

TV WITH FREEVIEW 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

Memory Foam Mattress. 

CHAIRBED orange and 

Titled Christmas Rose II 

 HOME OFFICE

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

LIVESTOCK

LOGS

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

MISCELLANEOUS

DVDs, board games, 

and grill, still boxed and 

MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER Rio 
3 Lite, Red, Good Condition,  

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PET ACCESSORIES

FREE BOXES OF 

small donation to animal 

PHOTOGRAPHY

CAMERA  body only ex 

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

TOYS AND GAMES

TRAILERS
4 WHEEL TRAILER in 

tail gate and lights.  Box 

 WANTED

“Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear 

my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and 

he with me.”
Is the door of your heart 

open or closed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ?

See you soon

HELEN HAYES,
FORT WILLIAM

friends and relatives for their 
cards, mass cards and best 

wishes which I received while I 

to all staff of the rehabilitation 
ward of Belford Hospital 

for their attentive care and 

to Monsignor MacKinnon of 
St Mary’s Catholic Church for 

care are very much appreciated.  
Helen Hayes

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

      SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS AND CURTAINS
 • Tracks & Poles
 • Complete fitting service

 • Free Estimates
Phone and Fax: 01631 710713
Email: info@stitchnine.co.uk
Web: www.stitchnine.co.uk

CARAVANS FOR SALE
TRALEE BAY HOLIDAY PARK

Off-site Sales – Ex-Hire Fleet
2007 28 x 12 Willerby £7,400

Choice of 3 

On-Site Sales
2008 38 x 12 Caravan £28,000

(Pond Location)
New 38 x 12 Caravan £33,000

(Sea View)

Tralee Bay Holiday Park
01631 720255 or 720217

tralee@easynet.co.uk     www.tralee.com



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 27 February 2011

2nd before Lent
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Choral Mattins ...........10.15
Sunday School and Crèche
Parish Eucharist .........11.30

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline,
Mull

Mattins .......................11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...........10.00

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday
Oban High School 

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 27 February 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

BIRTHS

MACEACHEN - At 
Raigmore Hospital on 
February 19, 2011, to Ross 
and Angela (née Macdonald) 
a son, Fergus John.

DEATHS
BYATT - Hugh Campbell 
KCVO, CMG, died 
suddenly on  February  16, 
2011. Beloved husband and 
companion for over 56 years, 
loving father, grandfather, 
brother, and friend to many. 
Will not be forgotten.  
Service at Leargnahension, 
Kilberry Church, on 
Saturday, February, 26 at 2 

to Tarbert Air Ambulance 
fund, HMS Gannet and 
Malcolm Sargent Cancer 
Care for Children.
BRUNNER - Miranda 
Helen (nee Cadzow) of Tigh 
an Truish, Isle of Seil, died 
peacefully on  February 
21, 2011, beloved wife of 
Gustl, loving mother of 

and grandmother to Finlay. 
She will be deeply missed 
by her family and friends. 
Funeral service to be 
held at Kilbrandon Parish 
Church on Friday February 
25, at 12.00 pm. Retiring 
c o l l e c t i o n / d o n a t i o n s 
welcome for Macmillan 
Cancer Care.
MACKAY - (Caol/ 

Monday February 14, 2011 
in the loving care of the 
staff at Moss Park Nursing 
Home, Caol, Catherine 
(Cathie) Mackay, beloved 
wife of the late William 
(Billy) Mackay, previously 

mother of Amelia, mother-
in-law of Peter, loving 
granny to Steven and 
Garry and a much loved 
great granny to Sian;  also 
a loved and respected 
sister and aunt. Interred 
Proncynain Burial Ground, 

Enquiries to MacKay 
& Macaskill, Funeral 

01862 810492.
MACLENNAN - Suddenly 
at home, Salen, Isle of Mull 
on February 18, 2011. 
James (Jimmy) Beattie 
MacLennan aged 78 years. 
Much loved husband of 
Annie, father of Iain, 

and beloved grandfather. 
Funeral service to be held 
at Salen Parish Church, 
Isle of Mull on Thursday  
February 24, 2011 at 
12.00 noon. Thereafter to 
Pennygown Cemetery.

SNODGRASS - Peacefully 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead on  February 
20, 2011, Elizabeth (Betty) 
Christina Snodgrass nee 
Leitch, in her 98th year, of 
Minnow Falls, Lochgilphead 
and formerly Ceol na Mara, 
Ardrishaig. Wife of the late 
Robert N. Snodgrass; dearly 
loved mother of Jimmy 
and Fay. A dear mother in 
law, grandmother and great 
grandmother. Funeral service 
will be held in Kilchrenan 
Parish Church, Argyll, on 
Friday February 25, 2011, at 
11am, followed by interment 
at Kilchrenan Churchyard. 

Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital.
YOUNG – Peacefully at 

Saturday, February 19, 2011, 
Helen (née Scott), beloved 

Young and much loved 
mother to Aileen and John, 
auntie to Margaret and Carol 
and nana to Ryan.  Funeral 
service will be held at the St 
Ninians Old Parish Church, 
St Ninians, Stirling, on 
Friday, February 25, at 11am, 
thereafter to Logie Cemetery 
for approx 12 noon, to which 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours are respectfully 

only please, donations if so 
desired to be given to Cancer 
Research.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL – The family 
of the late Alexander 
(Alastair) would like to thank 
everyone for their cards of 
support, phone calls and 
donations following their 
sad loss.  Special thanks to 
the staff of Ward B, Lorn 

medical Centre; Crossroads 
and Helping Hands.  Many 

Munn for all their help at this 

Cameron, Andrew Mowat, 

words at the service, and to 
the staff of Soroba House 
Hotel.  The sum of £685.36 
has been forwarded to British 
Heart Foundation. following 
the funeral service at Kilmore 
and Oban Church, Oban.
MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Annag MacLean, 
Kinlochleven, would like 
to  thank family and friends 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy, cards and telephone 
calls following their sad loss. 
To all the staff at the Belford 
Hospital for their care to 

for their excellent help in the 
funeral arrangements, Janet 
McIntyre and Rev Malcolm 
Kinnear for their lovely 
service in Kinlochleven, Rev 

the Highland Getaway for 
their excellent buffet and 
Bill and Eleanor for all 
their help. The sum of £646 
was collected on behalf of 
the Belford Hospital, Fort 
William. Thanks again to all.
MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Kenny MacLean 
would like to thank family 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
cards and telephone calls 
following their sad loss.  
Thanks also to the staff of 
Ward B, the ambulance crew, 

Cartriona and all at Hamish 
Hoey for their support and 
arrangements.  Thanks 
to Rev Knott for a lovely 
service, to all at Soroba 
House for the excellent buffet 
and The Flower House for 

thanks to all who attended 
the church service and 
thereafter to Pennyfuir.  The 
sum of £553.44 at the retiral 
collection was donated to 
Breath Easy Oban.  Thanks 
again to all.
MACNICOL
John, sons of the late Peggy 
Mac Nicol would like to 
thank most sincerely friends 
and family who have been so 
kind by their expressions of 
sympathy extended to them 
following their recent sad 
loss.  Special thanks to the 
Rev Christopher MacRae for 
his visits and very comforting 
service and we would like to 
express our sincere gratitude 
for the kind donations given 
so generously in aid of the 
Scottish Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals which raised £315.  
Thanks to John McLellan and 

arrangements.  
POWELL – The family 
of the late Grace Powell of 
Connel wish to warmly thank 
all relatives and friends for 
the very many expressions 
of sympathy and support 
extended to them by way of 

phone calls following their 
grievous sudden loss of dear 
Grace.  Grateful thanks also 
to the Oban Ambulance 
paramedics and the staff 
at Oban Hospital and the 
Golden Jubilee Hospital, 
Clydebank, who tried to save 
her life, and to the School 
of Life Sciences at Glasgow 
University who arranged 
acceptance of Grace’s body.  
We also warmly thank Rev 
George Cringles, Archie 
Campbell and others for 
the very moving Service 
of Thanksgiving for the 
life of Grace held in St 
Oran’s Church, Connel on 
Thursday evening, February 
17.   The packed church 
heard tributes to Grace from 
Kate Armstrong and grand-
daughter Jenny, and we are 
grateful to Norman Nicholson 
(organ) and the Oban Bach 
Choir for leading the hymns 
and singing a favourite 
anthem.  The retiring 
offering for Cancer Research 
Scotland and Macmillan 
Nurses raised the generous 
sum of £500.  Following the 
service, refreshments were 
provided for all who wished 
in the nearby Connel Village 
Hall and Harry and family 
warmly thank the neighbours 
and other Connel folk for 
providing this opportunity 
for the relatives and friends 
to mingle and chat.  Heart-
warming Connel community 
friendship and hospitality.  

MEMORIAMS
BROWN – In loving memory 
of my dear husband Alaisdair 
who died on February 25, 
2005.  Also remembering 
my brother-in-law Hector 
who died on March 24, 2004.  
Also remembering loved 
ones gone before and since.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in my heart you are 
always there.
- Seonaid, 11 Balephuil, 
Tiree. 

COOPER – Cherished 
memories of our beloved 
mum, gran and great-gran, 

on February 23, 2006.

missed.
- Tricia, Caroline and 
families.
FARQUHAR – In loving 
memory of Molly and 

- Rhoda.
GIBSON – In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
Marybell who died February 
23, 1987.
Love and miss you always.

Margaret and family, 
Canada. 
GIBSON – In loving memory 
of my dear wife, Marybell, 
who died February 23, 1987.

memory stays
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Jimmy.
LEITCH – In loving memory 
of my dear wife, Myra, mum 
and grandma, who died so 
suddenly on March 9, 2005.
Six years have passed
Since that sad day
You closed your eyes and 
slipped away
I lost a wife with a heart of 
gold
How much I miss her can 
never be told
Behind my smile is many a 
tear
For one I lost and loved so 
dear.
Gus An Coinnichidh Sinn A-
Rithist

family. 
MACARTHUR John - In 
memory of a very much 
loved father, father-in-law 
and grandpa who went home 
to be with his Saviour on 
February 21, 2010. 
Your humility, compassion, 
your great sense of humour, 
the twinkle in your eyes, and 
the witness of your daily walk 

lives for ever. 
“Over the river faces I see, 
Loved ones in Glory waiting 
for me, 
Free from their sorrow, pain 
and despair, 
Patiently watching and 
waiting up there”.
You will always be in our 
hearts and we look forward to 
that glorious day of rejoicing 
when we will meet again. 
Love you forever - from 
Rose, Harold and Isabel. 
(Canada)
MACCORMICK – 
Treasured memories of a dear 
mum and gran Catherine, 
passed away February 27, 
2002.
No longer in our lives to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Colin, Flora and Graeme. 
MACCORMICK – In 
loving memory of my dear 
mother Catherine, died 
February 27, 2002 and my 
dear father Peter, died August 
1,1980, and all those near and 
dear gone before and since.
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us every 
day
Unseen, unheard but always 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear.
- Mary
MACDONALD – Precious 
memories of our dear mother 
Mary who died on February 
24, 1998.
Forever in our hearts.
- Jessie and Ian and Mary, 
Neil and family.
MACDONALD – Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
mother, gran and great-gran, 

passed away on February 21, 
2005.
Six years ago brought 
heartache
And sorrow in its wake
But we were left with 
memories
From us no one can take
When our footsteps falter
And the path we take may 
err
We look to you on high dear 
Mam
And watch that shining star
Forever in our thoughts
Remembering loved ones 
gone before.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughters Mary Flora, 
Sandra, May Margaret and 
families. 
MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of my dear friend 
and neighbour Ewen, who 
passed away so suddenly and 
unexpectedly on February 
25, 2010.
I will always remember 
the happy times we spent 
together at No3 Crossroads, 
the door which was always 
open for me. I will never 
forget you. Sleep well.
- Ewen MacLennan, Tigh-na-
Coille, Spean Bridge.
MACGILL - In loving 

a loving husband and father 
who passed away February 
23, 1991.
Always in our thoughts.
- Nancy, Anne and Neil.
MACKENZIE – In loving 
memory of our dear nephew 
Allan Ross who sadly passed 
away one year ago and to 
his mum Margaret passed 
away so soon after him.  Also 
remembering our sisters-in-
law Mary and Linda recently 
passed away and all our loved 
ones gone before.
Till we meet again.
- Chrissie, Margaret and 
Jean.

MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Kenny MacLean 
would like to thank family 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
cards and telephone calls 
following their sad loss.  
Thanks also to the staff of 
Ward B, the ambulance 
crew, Cartriona and all 
at Hamish Hoey for their 
support and arrangements.  
Thanks to Rev Knott for 
a lovely service, to all 
at Soroba House for the 
excellent buffet and The 
Flower House for the 

thanks to all who attended 
the church service and 
thereafter to Pennyfuir.  The 
sum of £553.44 at the retiral 
collection was donated to 
Breath Easy Oban.  Thanks 
again to all.
MACQUEEN – Treasured 
memories of my dear 
daughter Veronica who 
passed away on February 
25, 2000.
If memories bring us closer
We are never far apart
Because you are always in 
my thoughts
And forever in my heart.
- Love Mum x
MACQUEEN – In loving 
memory of Veronica, dearly 
loved sister, sister-in-law 
and auntie.
Precious memories of times 
shared together
Will live in our hearts
With love forever.
- Violet, Iain, Janette, 
Jennifer and families x 
MACTAGGART – 
Remembering our dear 
sister and aunt, Katie, who 
passed away on February 
25, 2005.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Joan and family. 
MACVICAR - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Teena (Christina MacInnes), 
died March 1, 2007.
Every hour of everyday, my 
thoughts return to you
Of how you always saw the 
good in what people did
I’ll never forget your helpful 
smile of caring and respect
When helping others along 
the way and making lives 
journey meant
- Johnnie
For a loving mother and 
nana
We knew little that 
morning
God would call your name
In life we loved you dearly
In death we do the same
- Catherine, John, John, 
Niall and Michael.
McKELLAR - Cherished 
memories of Lachlan my 
loving husband and our 
adored dad, taken from us 
on February 24, 2010.
The tears in my eyes I can 
wipe away
The ache in my heart will 
always stay

xx
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
- Your boys Ewan, Kyle, 
Kern and Ruan xxxx
McKELLAR - Treasured 
memories of my brother 
and uncle Lachlan, taken 
tragically on February 
24, 2010.  Loved and 
remembered everyday.
- Sophie, Billy and 
Catherine. 
McKELLAR - In loving 
memory of Lachlan, who 
died tragically February 24, 
2010.
Always remembered.
- Bobby, Kate and 
Rebecca.
McLENNAN - In loving 
memory of our brother 
Willie, who passed away on 
February 24, 2008.
There are no more 
tomorrows
For us to share
But yesterdays memories
Are always there.
- Elsie, Margaret and 
families.
McMILLAN - In loving 
memory of our Aunty 
Helen who passed away on 
February 25, 2010.
A loving smile, a lovely 
face
A loving Aunty we can’t 
replace.
- Maria, Joanne, Kirsty, 

McMILLAN – In loving 
memory of our Aunty 
Helen who passed away on 
February 25, 2010.
A loving smile, a lovely 
face
A loving Aunty we can’t 
replace.
- Maria, Joanne, Kirsty, 

MORTON – In loving 
memory of a beloved wife 
and dear mother Catherine, 
died February 24, 1995, 
aged 40.
Always in our thoughts.

In loving memory of a dear 
daughter-in-law Catherine, 
passed away February 24, 
1995.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Mum
In loving memory of a dear 
mum and nana Catherine 
passed away February 24, 
1995.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Karen, Norman, 
Christopher, Lewis and 
Arran xxx
TOMLIN - Jim. Another 
year gone by, 
You hold a place in our 
hearts always
Miss and love you.
- Christine, Natasha, 
Shauni, James and Jack.

ASHER - Peter and Suzy 
Asher are delighted to 
announce the birth of 

Scott Brian on February 
9, 2011, wee brother for 

Chantelle and Liam, little 
cousin for Mia.

MORE than 800 people have signed 
the 40ft long Royal ‘wedding card’ 
that is touring Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
to raise money for the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI).

The card, in the form of a canvass 
scroll, made by Benderloch artist Ian 
Gowdie, will wing its way to Prince 
William and his bride-to-be Kate 
Middleton shortly before their wedding 
in April.

For a small donation to the RNLI, 
people can sign up to be a part of this 
piece of history.

Popular
A spokesman for Oban RNLI Fun-

draising Group, who have organised 

scroll is proving popular with young 
and old alike and we are absolutely 
delighted with the tremendous public 
support it has received.

‘To collect 800 signatures in under 
three weeks is amazing and we are 
hoping that lots more people will sign 
it in the next few weeks.’

The public will be able to sign the 
scroll at a variety of places, including 
Appin Village Hall this Saturday from 
2pm-4pm, Lorn and Islands Hospital 
on Tuesday, March 8 from 9am-4pm 

Saturday, March 19.

Pupils at Dunbeg Primary School add their names to the scroll.

RNLI Royal ‘wedding card’ proves popular

Dervaig
held their usual business meeting fol-
lowed by a talk entitled Looking for the 
Past in Penmore and Kildavie.  

As the speakers were Bill Patterson 
and Kevin Luscombe, and the subject 
of local interest, it was decided to make 
this an ‘open’ session and we were re-
ally pleased to welcome at least a dozen 
extra people to our meeting.  

history of the Penmore and Croig area 

‘re-populating’ in the 1960’s after the 
population of Mull had reached its low-
est recorded numbers. He went on to 
show some pictures and talk about the 
many interesting archaeological sites 
round Penmore and elsewhere on North 
Mull and the work that has been, and is 
being, done on them.

Bill then took up the story of Kildavie 
and the work that is going on there 
to uncover the settlement, showing 
amongst other things some amazing 
enlargements of aerial photographs 
taken by the RAF in the 1940’s.  

Both Bill and Kevin acknowledged 
the assistance they have had from 
organisations such as Scotland’s Rural 
Past, and Adopt-a-Monument, and 
spoke of the amount of interest that 
Penmore and Kildavie have sparked in 
the professional archaeological world.  

All this helps with making further 
discoveries about the people who came 
before us and the sort of lives they led.

Kevin and Bill’s enthusiasm was 
infectious and many in the audience 
will now be looking at their surround-
ings with sharper eyes and more care; 
making a greater connection with those 
who lived here before us. 

We thanked them for giving us such 
an insight into a part of Mull’s past.  

Fionnphort
In January local environmentalist John 
Clare gave us a beautifully illustrated 
talk on the wildlife of Ardalanish, on 
the south coast of the Ross of Mull. This 
had turned into an open meeting, so we 
had an extensive audience. Catering 
was by Sue Reed and Anita Tunstall, 
and contributions were donated to 
Mary’s Meals.

In February we started with a brief 
business meeting, followed by a 

Margaret Whitton, accompanied by a 
number of her comic stories.  Amongst 
general hilarity, everyone managed 

the intended crocus rather more than 
others. Margaret then gave us an 
excellent demonstration of paper rose 
making, these were lovely.  Margaret  
judged the competitions; Jenny Wright 
won the Charity Shop reworked item 
and Marilyn Granger the photograph 

refreshments provided by Janis Allen 
and Julia Schoenleber (with her usual 
wonderful cakes).

Salen
Margaret Black welcomed everyone to 
our February meeting when the speaker 
was Gwynneth Pinchbeck one of our 
own members, who gave us a talk and 
demonstration on Lace Making. 

Bucks Point and Bedfordshire, then 

told us about how she started lace 
making, and about the different courses 
and schools she has attended over the 
years. 
 She brought along lots of samples of 
her work, which was beautiful. Then 
she gave us demonstration of a simple 
pattern, which some of us had a go at, 
very intricate but worth the try. Some 
members had a good look at some of 
the magazines and pamphlets she also 
brought along. 
 A very interesting evening which was 
enjoyed by everyone.

The February meeting was opened by 
Caroline MacLean, who welcomed 10 
members and six visitors and intro-
duced Tiree trekker Fiona MacLeod, 
who along with her daughter Kirsteen 
walked The Great Wall of China to 
raise money (£10,760) for the Eve Ap-
peal (Female Charity). 

On arrival in Beijing they were met 
by two guides, who proved very helpful 
and supportive.  The weather was cold 
and misty for most of the walk and the 
scenery was not so clear. After a daily 
15 mile walk they left the man-made 
walkway for a two hour coach journey 
for an overnight stay ready for the next 

the journey, a medal was presented to 
the trekkers. Their decent was by cable 
car which they well deserved. The sun 
shone on the last day when they went 
to Tiananmen Square, Terracotta War-
riors and a Food Market. 

Their video and slides were very 
entertaining and educational.   

Annie MacKinnon gave a vote of 
thanks to Fiona and a donation for the 
charity was presented.   

In the competitions - Jennie Niven 

found on the beach’ and ‘An Item made 
from a Charity Shop buy’. 

 Tobermory
February is often a dreary month, but 
not if you’re a member of Tobermory 
WRI.  

Our meeting on the 1st of the month 
was to have included a talk by Sergeant 
Stephen, but unfortunately police duties 
demanded his presence elsewhere.  

So we foregathered in the warmth 
and comfort of Glen Iosal as usual and, 
after the business was completed (and 
there was a lot of it!) we had a good old 
natter instead.  It’s always a pleasure 
to be able to catch up on all the news, 
but usually we’re just too busy to do 
so properly.  It’s also a chance to swap 
ideas and tips, and the ladies of the 
Tobermory Institute take seriously one 

“If you know a good thing, pass it on.”
The “Auld New Year” tea party had 

had to be postponed because of adverse 
weather, as you may remember, and 
so the date was re-set for Saturday 
12th February in celebration of St 
Valentine. 

Entertainment was supplied by our 
stalwart supporter Fiona Jappy, who had 

Natalie Livingstone sang their prize 
winning songs; and Fiona Macadam 
brought along her guitar and sang and 

Everyone who came had a party bag 
to take home, and our thanks go to 

Geoffrey and Rebecca of Park Lodge, 
Island Bakery and “Am Muileach”.  

We look forward to welcoming 
everyone again next year and hope the 
weather behaves itself next time!

Finally, Tobermory Institute wel-
comed teams and their supporters from 
all the Mull Institutes for the annual 
side-splitting, brain-torturing Inter-
Institute Quiz.  Of all the quizzes we’ve 
had, this one has to have been the most 
entertaining, as team members and au-
dience dissolved into gales of laughter 
at the struggles to get the answers out, 
the appeals for mercy and “a nice easy 
question”, and the ‘commentary’ by the 
Fionnphort mascot, an excited Border 
terrier!  

Margaret Broad had surpassed 
herself in the range and originality of 
the questions – how long is it since you 
had to use the term “a murmuration of 
starlings”? 

The scorers Jean and Anne were kept 
busy as the answers kept coming thick 
and fast, and all the quiz team members 
will have sore arms this morning 
from waving them in the air for bonus 
points.  

Finally we had the customary sump-
tuous supper provided by the ladies of 
Tobermory Institute. The winners of 
the trophy were Tobermory Institute.

Torosay
In January 14 members of Torosay 
Institute had a wonderful New Year 
dinner in the Craignure Inn, food, & 
company was great. 

A big thank you to Alex, Tina and 
staff.

bearers of Mull and Tiree Federation 
came to visit us and each one spoke 
their role in the Federation. 

It was a very enlightening afternoon.

Killin 
Thirty ladies attended the WRI birth-
day party in the Lesser McLaren Hall.  

Catering was provided by Carlotta 
Fraser of Town and Country Catering.  

The birthday cake was cut by the 
newest member, Jani Ellis. 

After dinner entertainment by Broad 
Sword was enjoyed by all.

The competition theme was recycling, 
a poem and a dress out of plastic bags.

Woods   2.  Margaret MacGregor

Galloway  2.  Norma Lang   3.   Ellen 
Stewart

Kilbrandon
President Linda Brown welcomed an 
excellent turnout to the February meet-
ing of Kilbrandon SWRI, held recently 
in Seil Island Hall.

Linda led a workshop on the art 
of scrap booking, guiding members 
through the process of producing a 
page of memories incorporating their 
own photographs.  

Shona Neil gave the vote of thanks.
You can email all 

your SWRI news to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or by post to SWRI News,  

The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban Argyll

Around the Rurals

Tiree
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MacCrone hopes to start well at Bournemouth
MULL rally driver John 
MacCrone says he is relishing 
the start of the MSA British Rally 
Championship this weekend.

The 21-year-old Dervaig driver 
has been part of Team UK set-up 
in pre-season and the training 
programme provides coaching 
for the country’s most promising 
young drivers. 

John, who drives a Palletforce-
backed Fiesta R2 for Rally Team 

RALLYING
Scotland, will begin his season 
with the Rally Sunseeker in 
Bournemouth. After a successful 
inaugural season in 2010, John 
and co-driver Stuart Loudon 
say they are returning to the 
championship with a renewed 

and determination.
John said: ‘I’m really looking 

forward to getting back into the 
car and back out on the stages 
again. I’m feeling a lot more 
prepared now than any other year 

mean we are both in really good 
physical shape. 

‘They have also helped me 
prepare mentally and I’m looking 
forward to the challenges that this 
rally, and the entire season, will 
bring.’

Double-header to 
Inverness 1st team 2, Oban 

Camanachd 2
Inverness 2nd team 0, 
Lochside Rovers 7

BOTH Oban Camanachd and 
Lochside Rovers travelled to the 
Bught Park last Saturday for a 
pre-season double header against 

teams.
South Division One club 

Inverness’ second team, who play 
in North Division Three, and the 
travelling side got off to a blister-
ing start with Lewis Cameron 
coming close when his shot was 
well saved in the second minute.  
Shortly after, David Devine put a 
15-yard effort narrowly past the 
post.

Lochside continued to push for 
the opening goal and almost got 
it in the 24th minute when Brian 
McCallum’s 20 yard effort hit the 
woodwork.  

The deadlock was broken four 
minutes later though when Loch-
side won a free hit just outside 
the box, which Devine passed 
to McCallum who struck home 
from eight yards.

McCallum then got his second 
in the 36th minute when he 
got his stick on the end of a 
Scott Maitland ball across the 
goalmouth. Four minutes later, 
McCallum completed his hat-
trick to put Lochside 3-0 up at the 
half time interval, without their 
keeper Robert Dunnings having 
to make a save.

Lochside continued to press 
forward in the second half and 
got their fourth when Devine 

SHINTY 
scored in the 62nd minute and 15 
minutes later, Cameron scored to 
make it 5-0.  Inverness struggled 
to make any sort of impact in the 

team comfortably holding their 
own and Cameron scored his 
second of the afternoon with 
an unstoppable shot in the 80th 
minute.

Malcolm Clark then rounded 

with a well taken goal in the last 

7-0.  
Delighted

After the match, Lochside 
Rovers co-manager Tony Howlett 
said: ‘I was delighted with the 
team’s performance from start 

game. I was especially pleased 
with our man of the match Brian 
McCallum and also young Alex 
Dunnings and Peter Currie 
who both had an excellent 90 
minutes.’

After the conclusion of the 
Lochside match, Premier Divi-
sion side Oban Camanachd took 

-

Division One.  
Unlike their second string 

though, the senior Oban side got 
off to a poor start when they went 
1-0 down in the opening minute 
to a Connor Gourlay goal.

Camanachd immediately went 
in search of the equaliser but were 
thwarted on several occasions by 
an Inverness keeper in excellent 
form. The Oban side will have 
felt aggrieved though not to have 

won a penalty in the 28th minute 
when Gus Campbell was brought 
down in the box. However the 
referee waved play on to the 
bemusement of the Camanachd 

In the second half, Camanachd 
continued to push forward and 
Daniel MacIntyre came close 
with a shot over the bar shortly 
after the half time interval. Scott 
MacMillan will also have been 
disappointed to have missed an 
open goal in the 65th minute. 

Missed chances
Camanachd paid the price for 

their missed chances two minutes 
later when Inverness went 2-0 up 
with a James Carmichael goal. 
The home side then almost made 
it three in the 80th minute when 
they hit the post.

To their credit though, the Oban 
players’ heads did not go down 
and they pulled one back in the 
86th minute with an unstop-
pable 15-yard shot from Daniel 
MacKinnon.

Inverness were rattled by this 
and two minutes later, Cama-
nachd completed the comeback 
with a Scott MacMillan goal.  

Camanachd will have been 
disappointed with their overall 
performance, but can take heart 
from the manner in which they 
came back from two goals down.

This Saturday, Oban Cama-
nachd, sponsored by SEC Build-

with a 1.30pm throw-up, whilst 
the Cuan Mor sponsored Lochside 
Rovers take on Fort William’s 
second team at Ganavan with the 
throw-up also at 1:30pm. 

IN WINDY conditions on Sunday it was 
league leaders, Saints U9s, who blew away 
the competition in the Oban Express Primary 
Football League.

match against Saints U8s, who defended in 

beyond the excellent Innes Horne in goals to 
open the scoring. 

Lennon Campbell then scored to open the 
game up in the U9s’ favour and a third from 
Aiden Macphee, who headed in a Gavin 
Forgrieve corner, sealed the points. 

into the top corner.
After a good winning start the U9s then 

played Lochgilphead in another cracking 
match between the two teams, won by the 
Saints courtesy of an excellent hat-trick 
by Lewis Campbell. Sam Coates and Euan 
Logan combined well in defence to break up 
the fast counter attacks from Lochgilphead 
with Rhys Casci, in particular, looking 
dangerous.

Long range
The U9s were straight back on to play 

Galaxy who played three in defence to 
make space tight and restricted the older 
Saints team to long-range shots, which were 
well covered by Alik Aleynik in goals for 
Galaxy. 

It was always going to be a goalmouth 
scramble that brought the opener and it was 
Aiden MacPhee who won in a 50-50 tackle 
on the goal line to score.

This opened up space for the U9s who used 
it well to score another two goals before 

Galaxy replied through Pearce McBeth. 
Galaxy and Pumas served up a game wor-

and whites of the Pumas to open the scoring 
through a long range Ewen Budge goal. 

Galaxy were determined, but were hit 
by a well-worked second goal from Gary 
MacIvor to earn Pumas the bragging rights. 
Pumas went on to bring themselves up to the 
dizzy heights of second place with victories 
over rivals Saints U8s with a goal apiece for 
Connor Moore and Ryan Barclay, the latter 
scoring once again against Benderloch.

Lochgilphead maintained their challenge 
for second place with a hard fought win over 
a dogged Benderloch side, who had Rowan 
Howe in superb form in goals to restrict 
Lochgilphead. Goals from Euan Finlay and a 
superb brace from Rhys Casci gave the Mid 
Argyll boys victory.

Goal fest
The youngest teams of the junior league 

took to the warm climate of the indoor hall to 
play fun fours and another goal-fest ensued 
with all the kids having loads of fun with 
some really exciting encounters. 

Over in the senior league the race for the 
title continues and Saints Boys maintained 
their challenge with a victory over Lochnell, 
courtesy of goals from Martin Rennie 
and Lewis Buchanan, then enhanced their 
position with a comprehensive win over 
third-placed Stoddarts, with Rennie netting 
a brace and Craig Easton putting the shine on 
a solid performance.

Stoddarts, however, picked themselves off 

with the Warriors from Lochgilphead but 
found themselves one goal down to a great 

Stoddarts kept going and were eventually 
rewarded for their efforts with a late equal-
iser from Lomond MacPherson, which keeps 
them in contention.

In their third match Stoddarts kept on the 
heels of the leaders with a win over Thistle.

win over Tralee, with James MacIntyre and 

they followed that with the same scoreline 
against Stoddy Boys, thanks to Ben Coates 
and Duncan McDougall.

Share
But in their next encounter against Wolves 

had to settle for a share of the spoils.
Wolves went on to defeat Stoddy Boys 

with two goals from Lorne MacFarlane and 
another from Liam Cameron, with Jamie 
MacAllister replying for the Boys.

Lochnell found themselves a goal down 
in their derby against Tralee when Martin 
Hendricksen found the corner but they ral-
lied and two goals from Ewan Gibb reversed 
the scoreline to record the win for Lochnell.

The game of the day was last in the sched-
ule and Thistle found themselves two goals 
down at half time with Lewis Reeves and 
Martin Hendricksen scoring for Lochnell.

coaches saw them come out a different side 
in the second half and they got back into the 
game through Cameron Hill. Thistle grew in 
stature and went on to equalise when Oran 
Bryce found the corner of the net.

David Nathan with fellow members of the Isle of Seil’s nine-hole golf course. 16_t08golf01

Mull rally driver John MacCrone in his Fiesta R2. He begins his season in Bournemouth this weekend.

Calum races to 
under-15 record
at Leanachan

THE FINAL race of Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Junior Winter 
League took place on Sunday in 
good conditions in Leanachan 
forest.

Calum Fraser set a new under 
-15 boys course record of 15.21 
over the 4km route, with Joseph 
Tangney not too far behind in 
15.52 and inside the old record, 
while Craig MacLean was third 
in 18.08. 

Isla MacKay also set a new 
course record in the girls 
under-15 race in a time of 17.11, 
with Emily Strathdee second and 
Elidh Moynhihan third. 

Innes Blackhall set an age 
group record of 10.16 in the 
under-13 boys race, with Bruce 
MacLean just behind in 10.33 
and Ewan MacLean third in 
10.38.

Rachael MacPherson won the 
under-13 girls in 11.24, with 
Eleanor Strathdee second and 
Rosa Gibson third.

The under-11 boys race was 
won by Ruairdh Shaw in a good 
10.58, second was Keir Gibson 
11.26 and third Lachie Shaw in 
11.32 with Alex Dent just behind 
in 11.41.

In the under-11 girls race, the 
times ran were exceptionally 
fast. Ishbel Strathdee from 
Edinburgh won in 10.40, the 
fastest time for any girl over this 
course, Robyn Blackhall was 
second in 11.21 (this would have 
been a course record by over a 
minute!) and Abbie Blackhall 
was third in 11.23.

ATHLETICS

Teenager finishes 
six minutes ahead 
of competitors

MOUNTAIN BIKING
WEST HIGHLAND Wheelers 
travelled to Duror for round six 
of the Winter League.  A well-
crafted course was set by Nigel 
and Ben Miller, more akin to the 
traditional mountain bike routes 
of steep, long climbs and gnarly 
descents through the trees.  

Ben, still only 15 years of age, 
proved that setting the course 
didn’t do any harm as he romped 
home by six minutes from Gavin 
Maclean.  

The other podium place was 
taken by the ever-improving 
Lachlan Blair who once again 
proved that you don’t need a 
stellar bike to perform.  

Young Stephen Dent also 
showed plenty of potential for 
the future as he powered past a 
couple of gasping old-timers.  

Marie Meldrum was the ladies 
winner although there may be 
a steward’s enquiry over the 
number of laps ridden!  

WHW’s Andy Rogers said: 
‘Everyone enjoyed the day out 
and a big thanks are due to 
Nigel, Jeanette and Ben for all of 
their preparation and support on 
the day.’

Next event is at Invergarry on 
the March 6.

As part of their preparations, 
the crew visited the Porsche 
Human Performance Centre in 
Silverstone to help concentrate on 

-
tion for the rally.

As well as chasing class honours 
MacCrone and Loudon will join 
Craig Breen and Gareth Roberts 
to score team points for the new 
M-Sport Ford squad in the BRC 
Teams Championship.

David’s hard 
work earns 
nomination
A SEIL golfer was selected 
from thousands of members of 
Scottish clubs to be nominated 
as volunteer of the year.

Despite not winning the 
overall title David Nathan has 
been praised by fellow golf 
club members for his hard work 
and dedication at the nine-hole 
course on the island.

David was nominated in 
recognition of his achievement 
as a volunteer at the club, includ-

ing the work the club does in 
recruiting and teaching junior 
members.

A spokesman for the Scottish 
Golf Union said: ‘The standard 
this year for the volunteer of the 
year award was exceptionally 
high and it is a great achievement 

‘Nominations highlight the 
fantastic work being done by 
volunteers and committee mem-
bers up and down the country 

to develop the name of golf in 
Scotland and we are very proud 
to promote those efforts.’ 

The awards ceremony was 
held in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Glasgow last weekend with golf 
celebrities including Colin Mont-
gomerie on hand to recognise the 

in Scotland.
The Isle of Seil Golf Club, es-

tablished in 1995, has 109 mem-
bers with 17 junior members.

Seil golfer among top volunteers

Saints Under-9s blow away the rest

Inverness, Lochgilphead and Falkirk took 
part in a duathlon near Arisaig on Saturday.

The race was the second of three Winter 
Feast events organised by No Fuss Events. 

around Traigh bay and along Camusdarach 
beach.

place in a time of 1h 49m 59s, with Hannah 
Barnes following home in second place in 1h 

be based at Nevis Range on April 9.

56 athletes tackle Arisaig duathlon

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Eye on the ball: Saints’ defender Myles McAuley attempts to time his tackle during the 2-1 home win against Inverclyde. 15_t08saints2
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Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£650

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
J McNaughton, Inverlochlarig, Lochearnhead and I Gillies, Fernhill, Rutherglen

OT

FOOTBALL 

SHINTY 

INDOOR FOOTBALL

BOXING

ATHLETICS

Kinlochshiel award winners Colin MacDiarmid, second team player of the year, Keith MacRae, first 
team player of the year and committee player of the year Mark MacDonald with their trophies.

’Shiel’s successful 
season celebrated
KINLOCHSHIEL Shinty Club’s 
annual dinner dance and awards 
night proved a great success in 
Dornie Hall on Friday.

team player of the year award, 
Colin MacDiarmid was second 
team player of the year and 
committee player of the year was 
Mark MacDonald. 

Under-21 player of the year 
winner Zander Grant was unable 
to attend.

Keith Loades, who stepped 
down after three years as joint 
coach at the AGM because of 
work commitments, gave a 
speech highlighting the best 
goals of the season and the team’s 
achievements throughout last 
year’s campaign.

Top of the list was ’Shiel’s epic 
victory over Fort William in the 
Balliemore Cup, when keeper 
Graham Kennedy put glory 
before life and limb to stop a Fort 
penalty with his cheekbone. 
Johnston Gill has taken over as 

season.
Also singled out was the under-

14 team, who swept all before 
them last season and won won 
the Kenny MacMaster Cup at 

Bught Park, Inverness before the 

Fort William 6-1.
Keith told The Oban Times: 

‘I’m really sorry to be step-
ping down. But my work as 
commercial director of Mor-
rison Contruction in Scotland 

is hugely demanding. Right 
now everybody is short of work 
and I can be in Birmingmam, 
London, Glasgow or Aberdeen 
on any given day. If you can’t be 
at training on Wednesday nights 
that’s no use.’ 

Supporter Lorraine MacDiar-

mid said: ‘It was a fantastic night, 
really great. We had around 75 

dance afterwards.’
Ceilidh band Westword, whose 

members mostly hail from Kyle 
and Lochcarron, provided the 
music.

Lochaber defender Danny Delaney, left, battles for the ball. 10_f08shinty01

Powerful Newtonmore side 
romps to friendly victory
LOCHABER Shinty Club faced 
a tough test on Saturday when 
they took on premier division 
champions Newtonmore in a 
memorial friendly in honour of 
former Lochaber player Joe Toal 
at Spean Bridge.

Lochaber, playing in their 
second game before their league 
campaign starts, were overrun 
by a strong performance from 

SHINTY 
the away side, who won the game 
8-1.

The Spean Bridge men went 

give up and managed to pull a 
goal back in the second half.

Lochaber manager Michael 
Delaney told The Oban Times the 
game had been good for raising 

the league season starts next 
month. 

He said: ‘A lot of the guys hadn’t 
played the week before, so it was 
a good exercise to get a game 
under their belts.

They’ve got a powerful team and 
I’m glad we don’t have to play 
them again in the league!’

Welcome return for 
keeper Campbell

FORT WILLIAM should have 
keeper John Campbell available 
for selection when they take on 
Turriff United at Claggan Park 
on Saturday.
The Lochaber men are still 
looking for their second win 
of the season, and although 
performances have improved 
recently, the results haven’t.
Fort were missing a number of 
key players when they played 
Cove Rangers in Aberdeen last 
Saturday. 
Stand-in goalie Robert 
Lewandowski made a number 

but Cove proved too strong in 

winners.
Manager Calum Maclean said 
his side needed to cut out silly 
mistakes for results to improve. 
He said: ‘It was the same old 
story on Saturday – 45 minutes 
of really good stuff, then Cove 
took over in the second half.
‘We had a few missing at the 
weekend but most of them should 
be back for Saturday.’
Fort also travelled to Moray to 
take on Forres Mechanics last 
night (Wednesday).

Entry opened for 
Loch Ness Marathon

ENTRY has opened for the 
tenth anniversary Baxters Loch 
Ness Marathon and Festival of 
Running on Sunday, October 2.
Runners intending to take 
part and who have completed 
all previous nine Loch Ness 
marathons also are invited to 
register for a unique memento 

Race director Malcolm 
Sutherland said: ‘We would like 

nine Loch Ness Marathons to get 
in touch with us and let us know, 
so as we can invite them to join 
our anniversary celebrations 
at the event on 2 October – we 
know there are a few of you out 
there!’
He added: ‘The Loch Ness 
Marathon is a favourite with 
people across the UK and 
beyond and we are looking 
forward to welcoming runners 
old and new to this year’s event. 
‘It is only ten weeks until general 
entry closes for the marathon 
and I would encourage everyone 
thinking of running to visit 
www.lochnessmarathon.com 
now to be sure of a place.’

LIVERCAOL increased their 
lead at the top of the Ali Young 
indoor football league with a 
narrow 3-2 win over HW Energy 
at the Nevis Centre on Sunday.
Lochaber Leisure moved into 
second ahead of opponents Goon 

At the bottom, Caley Jags 
continued their recent revival 

Ballachulish moving them 
off the bottom of the league. 
Replacing them in last place 

to Achintore FC. Funky Five 

NGTW 2-1, and the mid-table 
clash between Caol and All 
Trades was a high scoring affair, 
with All Trades winning 6-3.

Livercoal on top

GLENGARRY hosted an indoor 
shinty tournament for primary 
school pupils at the Nevis Centre 
on Saturday.

In previous years the tourna-
ment has been held outside, but 
after a number of cancellations 
due to weather, organisers Glen-
garry decided to move the event 
indoors.

Ardnamurchan, Ballachulish, 
Lochcarron and Glengarry all 
entered teams into the round 
robin contest.

After a tough day of competing, 
Ballachulish were the winners in 
the primary seven and under sec-
tion, Glengarry won the primary 
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and under group.

Glengarry would like to thank 
sponsors Culachy Estate, and 
everyone who helped make the 
tournament a success. 

Results: Primary three and 
under: Winners - Ardnamurchan; 
Runners up - Glengarry; Player 
of the tournament - Sam Stubbs 
(Lochcarron). Primary Five and 
under: Winners – Glengarry; Run-
ners up – Lochcarron; Player of 
the tournament – Mungo Blakely 
(Glengarry). Primary seven and 
under: Winners – Ballachulish; 
Runners up - Glengarry; Player of 
the tournament - Abigail Woods 
(Ardnamurchan).

Ballachulish win out
at indoor tournament

The children who took part in the competition at the Nevis Centre. 10_f08indoor01

Lochaber youngsters enjoyed the ‘bring a buddy day’ on Saturday.
10_f08rugby01  

LOCHABER Rugby Club juniors 
reached out to try to get more 
youngsters involved with their 
Bring a Buddy day.

The event was open to any 
children with an interest in rugby, 
who were split into three sections 
– S1 and S2, P5 to P7 and P5 and 
under. Coaches from the junior 
side then took the kids through 
drills in how to pass, how to run 
with the ball and how to tackle 
your opponents.

The day ended with each sec-
tion being split into two for a 
quick friendly game.

Meanwhile, the senior side 
travel to take on RAF Kinloss in 
the Bowl on Saturday. Manager 
Charlie Donaldson said he was 

He said: ‘Kinloss and ourselves 
are knocking on the door at the 
top of the league so it should be a 
good gamebut it’ll be tough.’

Lochaber welcomes new rugby players Boxers battle to North District wins
LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club kept up its good recent form 
when two boxers won their bouts 
at Northern District show in 
Aberdeen last Friday.

Thirteen year-old James 

Stewart from Granite City ABC. 
James has recently started a new 

diet to go with his strict training 
regime, replacing sweets and 

with water – and the lifestyle shift 
is already paying dividends. 

In a short space of time he has 
dropped down two weight divi-

of healthy eating to stay strong 
while losing excess weight.

Both boys got off to a fast start 

as they darted in and out, James 
seeking to land hurtful body 

shots with George content to head 
hunt. Aitchison’s quicker hands 
gave him a slight lead going into 
the second, when Stewart began 
to falter.

James and pulled out all the stops 
in the third. The Fort youngster 
really picked his shots and ended 

North of Scotland featherweight 
youth champion Denver Small 
kept up his unbeaten run as he 
defeated his Peterhead opponent 
Artor Slazenski after three tight 
yet very enjoyable rounds.

Round one saw Denver’s south-
paw opponent forge forward 
but Small’s fantastic balance 
and footwork kept him out of 
danger, although his opponent’s 
aggression stopped Denver from 
landing many counters.

In the second, Denver started to 
stand his ground more behind an 
exceptionally tight guard whilst 
countering with straight power-
ful shots.

Midway through Small 
launched a right hand bomb that 
shook Artor to his boots and 
the contest took on a whole new 
complexion. Small showed an old 
head on young shoulders as he 

picked his shots carefully - but 
now he was the aggressor.

Artor threw plenty of punches 
in the last but Denver shut up 
shop and struck like a viper to 
steal points and come away with 
a tight but well deserved victory.

was a happy man after another 
-

tion that illness meant the club 
would have to pass on Saturday’s 

-
sule in Coatbridge.

He said: ‘The club’s boxers have 

The only cloud on the horizon 
is the fact that at this weekend’s 
senior Scottish championships 
all the local boxers available to 
compete have been struck down 
by injury or illness - so Fort Wil-
liam will have no representative 
at the event.’ 

James Aitchison 10_f08james01
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YOUTH FOOTBALL 

SHINTY 

RUGBY 

THIS weekend’s results: 
Torrance Thistle 1, Under 13s 6. 
Scoring for Saints were Jamie 
MacPherson (2), James Welsh 
(2), Ally MacLean and Stuart 
Munro.
Kilpatrick 4, Under 14s 2. 
Netting for Saints were Stewart 
Twort and Douglas Tyrell-
Bunge.
Port Glasgow v Under 15s, 
postponed.
Blair Thistle v Under 16s, 
postponed.

Helensburgh v Under 13s; Under 
14s v EDFC United; Argyle 
Athletic v Under 15s; Ardencaple 
v Under 16s

Saints youth 
results and fixtures

FRIDAY

11

16

Thursday
Sunny.

Winds light, southerly.
Temperatures 9ºC to 11ºC

Friday
Heavy showers.

Winds strong, south westerly.
Temperatures 5ºC to 10ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Heavy showers.

Winds moderate, westerly. 
Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay - Moderate

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, February 24, 2011

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 03.49 0.9 09.31 3.3 16.19 1.3 22.01 3.2
Fri 04.46 1.2 10.25 2.9 17.22 1.6 23.16 2.9                 
Sat 05.54 1.5 12.26 2.7 18.41 1.7 **.** *.*
Sun 01.23 2.8 07.21 1.7 15.29 2.7 20.25 1.7
Mon 03.07 3.0 09.13 1.7 16.25 2.9 21.39 1.5
Tues 03.58 3.2 10.15 1.5 16.52 3.1 22.26 1.3
Wed 04.27 3.5 10.55 1.3 16.56 3.3 23.04 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

11

Weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

Tides
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

FOOTBALL

OT

Over-35s League
P      Pts

Trialists         6     18
Taynuilt            6     16
Hydro         6       15
WCM         8       10
Teachers         7 10
Spartak         6 9
Emergency       6 7
Seil         7 6
Clan Trees        7 3
Owen Sails       5       0

Results: Clan Trees 1, West Coast 
Massive 12; Seil 2, Teachers 7; 
Hydro 2, West Coast Massive 0

Lorn Carpet Bowling League
P      Pts

Kilmore             8       52
Benderloch          9       44
Easdale             9       39
Cairnbaan            8       38
North Connel       9     36
Connel             9     27
Taynuilt                9       12

Connel 6, Easdale 2; Benderloch 
2, Kilmore 6.

and Kilmore will be played at 
Benderloch on Tuesday, March 
22.
Winners of the Kilmore Open 
Doubles played on February 12 
were Neil MacCorkindale and 
Colin Clark, who won against 
Ronald Gordon and Sandy Carr. 

SHINTY

Saints are made to 
battle all the way

Oban High School won the Scottish Secondary Schools Nine-a-side Challenge Trophy.

GOLF
Tobermory Golf Club: February 
Stableford at Tobermory Golf 
Club: 1 Jamie Cowe (9) 20 pts; 
2 Ian McNaughton (17) 17pts; 3 
Graham Davidson (6) 15 pts.
Islay Golf Club: Winter League 
played on February 20: 1 
Graeme Hamilton, 38pts; 2 
Peter Kennedy, 36pts; 3 Samuel 
Graham, 33pts. Css 36pts.
Winter league played on Febru-
ary 14: 1 Alister Blair, 41pts; 
2 Graeme Hamilton, 37pts; 3 
Alistair MacMillan, 35pts. Css 
38pts.

Hard fought: Saints’ Ross Maitland fights for possession in midfield. 15_t08saints01

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division

Oban Saints 2, Inverclyde 1

INVERCLYDE were the visitors 
to Glencruitten last Saturday and 
the Gourock side were a bit un-
lucky not to have gone back down 
the A82 with at least a share of the 
points in a hard-fought encounter, 
losing by the odd goal in three.

Saints were without injured 
striker Allan MacKay for this en-
counter so manager Iain Jackson 
pushed young Mattie Rippon into 
attack with Myles McAuley tak-

The visitors started the game 
well and had Saints on the back-
foot, but the home defence looked 
solid, not letting the Inverclyde 
attack get too close to keeper 
Graham Douglas.

in the 13th minute, but Willie 
Gemmell’s cross fell just behind 

couldn’t get the ball from beneath 
his feet to get a shot on target.

After a sluggish start in which 
Inverclyde looked the better 
team, Saints gradually hauled 
themselves back into the game 
and in the 17th minute Donald 
Campbell fed the ball to Mattie 
Rippon, but the young striker’s 
shot was well saved by Clyde 
keeper Darren McLoughlin.

However, 60 seconds later the 
home side took the lead. They 
were awarded a corner on the 
left taken by Ross Maitland who 
swung a deep cross to the back 
post where Willie Gemmell and 
Kevin McDermid challenged. 

-
verclyde defender and spun high 
into the net.

The home team should have 
gone 2-0 in front in the 21st 
minute when Donald Campbell 
was clean through with only the 
keeper to beat, but inexplicably 

blasted the ball over the bar when 
it looked easier to score.

Two minutes before half time 
the major talking point of the 
match occurred. Inverclyde 
thought they had equalised when 
there was an almighty scramble 
on the Saints goal-line. The 
Clyde players claimed the ball 
had crossed the line, but referee 
John Campbell, who was in a 
good position waved away their 
claims.

The home side got off to the 
perfect start at the beginning of 
the second period with a goal 
in the 48th minute when Ross 
Maitland crossed into the box 
for Marc MacCallum, who rose 
above the Clyde defence to head 
the ball home.

Any thoughts the visitors 
would collapse after this second 
goal were quickly dispelled when 

they put the Saints defence under 
pressure and were unlucky on a 
couple of occasions.

Inverclyde pulled a goal back in 
the 68th minute when the Saints 
defence failed to clear their lines 
properly and the ball fell to Tom 
McQuilkin who drilled a low 
shot through a ruck of players 
and into the net - game on.

The visitors pushed more men 
forward in an attempt to get an 
equaliser which meant they left 
spaces at the back, but the Oban 
lads lacked composure on several 
occasions when opportunities 
arose.

Try as they might Inverclyde 
just could not get that vital sec-
ond goal which would have given 
them a share of the points so it 
was a happy and slightly relieved 
Saints team that left the park 
at the end of 90 minutes with a 

hard-fought three points under 
their belts.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted to get the win, but not 
happy with the performance. 

He said: ‘We are not playing 
well at the moment, everybody is 
trying to do too much individu-
ally. 

‘Inverclyde are a good team 

credit to the lads they battled hard 
when things weren’t going our 
way and we still managed to gain 
three important points. 

‘That’s us done the league 
double over Inverclyde, we beat 
them 4-2 in Gourock earlier in 
the season.

This Saturday, Saints travel to 
Stepps to take on Cambria in a 
league match. The game kicks-
off at 2pm with referee Mark 
Cameron in charge.

Nine-a-side trophy success for Oban
year pupils took part in this year’s 
Scottish Secondary Schools 
Nine-a-side Challenge Trophy, 
which was won by Oban High 
School.

The event, held last Wednesday 
at Airdrie Sports Centre, was run 
by the South of Scotland Schools 
Camanachd Association and 
sponsored by North Lanarkshire 
Leisure.

Teams from Dunoon Gram-
mar School, Douglas Academy, 
Kinlochleven High, Glasgow 
Gaelic School and Greenfaulds 
High School also competed in the 
second annual event.

In a tight league it was Oban 
High School and Dunoon Gram-
mar School who edged out the 
strong challenge of the Glasgow 

Gaelic School and Douglas Acad-
emy in the round robin group 
matches to book their places in 

Oban High School claimed 
victory on the day with a 3-0 
win over the Dunoon Grammar 
youngsters, who now have been 
runners-up in the tournament for 
two years in a row.

Eye catching
Shinty’s National Develop-

attended the days proceedings, 
awarded Player of the Tournament 
to Greenfaulds High School pupil 
Megan McFarlane and Glasgow 
Gaelic School’s Fionn Whyte 
for two individual eye catching 
performances.

Darren Reid, Argyll and Bute 

‘It is great to see such enthusiasm 
for shinty across the South of 
Scotland at this level and that the 
tournament has grown consider-
ably since last year.

‘The tournament was introduced 
last year to help bridge the gap 
between primary and secondary 
school shinty and to strengthen 
the player pathway.  

‘I would like to say a huge 
thank you to all those who 
helped out on the day and to all 
the players/teachers and coaches 
for making it a great occasion. A 
special thank you goes to North 
Lanarkshire Leisure for their 
continued support of the tourna-
ment and to Kate Fairly for all her 
help in organising the event.’

15 battle it out at U-14 indoor contest
South of Scotland U-14 indoor 
competition returned to Oban’s 
Atlantis Leisure Centre on 
Sunday. 

An encouraging response of 15 
teams entered the event, which 
made for a fantastic afternoon of 
shinty for more than 100 players.

The teams took little time to 
adapt to the indoor rules and en-
vironment and it did not take long 
for some excellent individual and 
team performances to be on show 
to the large gathering crowd.

The early exchanges saw 
strong performances from Oban 
Camanachd and Oban Celtic 
along with Inveraray, Milgavie 
and Bearsden, the Glasgow Gaels 
and Aberdour who progressed 
through to the knockout stages.

It was Inveraray and Aberdour 
along with Oban Camanachd’s 
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A and C teams that won through 

and Oban Camanachd booking 

and showed the potential for south 
of Scotland shinty to progress it 

full time.
In a game where both teams 

seemed to refuse to be beaten, 
only a golden goal from Ab-
erdour’s Lewis Farrar could 
separate the teams.

Due to the high entry numbers, 
a plate competition was also 
played for with the teams that 
did not qualify for the knockout 
stages battling it out to be the best 
of the rest.

It was Dunoon, Meadowburn, 
Ardnamurchan and Ballachulish 

that booked their place in the 
-

petition with Ballachulish and 
Meadowburn winning through to 

Ballachulish came back from 
2-0 down against a very skilful 
Meadowburn team to draw 2-2 
after full time.

It was again a golden goal 
that decided the outcome of the 
competition with a great Cian 
MacPhee strike giving victory to 
Ballachulish. 

Oban Camanachd’s Connor 
Howe was awarded the player of 
the tournament.

Darren Reid, Argyll and Bute 

said: ‘It is great that this competi-
tion is back as part of the playing 
calendar and I hope all the teams 
and players enjoyed it.’

Magnificent seventh win sees Oban 
Lorne march further up the league

Scottish Hydro Electric West 
Division One

Millbrae 12, Oban Lorne 35

OBAN Lorne put their cup woes 
behind them as they marched on 
in the league, clocking up their 
seventh consecutive win to rise to 
second in the division.

With several players unavail-
able following last week’s cup 
defeat at Lenzie, more than 11 
positional changes and eight 
personnel changes were required 
in the starting line-up. 

Most notable were the inclusion 
of Connor Ferris, who made his 

absence of player/coach Corrie 
Louw.

Oban started the game with 
most of the possession and ter-
ritory but failed to make their 
early chances count. The men 
in green continued to press and 
were awarded a penalty in front 
of the post as a result of some in-
discipline at the breakdown from 
the Millbrae forwards. Stand off 
Bert Wright kicked the points and 
Oban led 3-0.

Again Oban pressed the Mill-
brae line from the restart but 
were undone by some sloppy play 
at the ruck that allowed Millbrae 
to turn over and regain the ball. 

Oban found themselves on the 
back foot due to some strong and 
direct running from the experi-
enced Millbrae pack, but some 
good tackling, particularly from 
centres Calum MacLauchlan and 
Gus Munro, kept the home side 
out. 

Oban saw out this period of 
Millbrae pressure and were 
rewarded for their hard work 

Andy MacDougall picked up and 
ran from the blind side of a scrum 
in the Millbrae 22, drew in two 
defenders and passed to Connor 

start for the club.
This lead was extended shortly 

after this time with Bert Wright 
crossing the line. 

Wright found himself only a 
few metres from the line with the 
Millbrae defence being distracted 

by several supporting Oban play-
ers, allowing the stand off a clear 
path to the try line. Oban led 
15-0 at half time.

The men in green were full of 
-

ond half and it didn’t take long to 
again add to the score line. 

Number eight Andy MacDou-
gall did superbly well to tackle 
and steal the ball from a Millbrae 
player in their 22. 

MacDougall suddenly found 
himself in space with the ball and 
he passed to Oban captain Struan 
Smith who scored and extended 
the score to 20-0.

Millbrae were reduced to 14 
players shortly after this when 
Bert Wright was head butted 
while being brought down close 
to the line. 

As a result the Millbrae player 
was yellow carded and Oban 
were awarded a penalty. This 
was converted by full back Mark 
MacQueen to give Oban a 23-0 
lead.

Seemingly dead in the water, 

and scored two consolation tries 

in quick succession to narrow the 
score to 23-12. This gave Oban 
a wake-up call and they ended 
the game scoring two further 
tries from Bert Wright and Andy 
MacDougall, which resulted in a 

Credit must go to all of the 
Oban side who made the long 
journey to Ayrshire and also to 
the number of young players who 
were given a chance to impress.

Oban Lorne leapfrogged Len-
zie in the league after they lost 
23-10 at Clydebank.

This means that Oban are 
sitting in their highest league 
position for several years but will 
play their nearest rivals and cup 
conquerors Lenzie at Glencruit-
ten this Saturday in what will be 
the biggest league game of the 
season. Kick off is at 3pm.

Oban Lorne: M. Downie, K. 
Kennedy, A. Park, C. Nicholson, 
D. Hunter, L. MacLauchlan, 
S. Smith ©, A. MacDougall, F. 
Matheson, R. Wright, A. Wright, 
C. MacLauchlan, A. Munro, C. 
Ferris, M. MacQueen. D. Wil-
liams.

SHINTY BUGHT Park, Inverness has 

because of essential upgrading 
work at Fort William’s An Aird.

The announcement was made 

competition in Perth on Monday.
A preliminary round, featuring 

six teams, was also drawn and 
has thrown up a derby between 
Lochaber and Ballachulish. Also 

time in their 10-year history are 

Aberdour, who travel to play 
Strathglass.

Elsewhere in the draw, Skye 
were handed a potential inter-
island derby away to Bute, should 
the Rothesay men overcome 
Caberfeidh in their preliminary 
tie.

More than 100,000 turned up or 
-

ness Fort William defeat Kingus-
sie in a dramatic 3-2 encounter.  

broadcast live on BBC TV, Radio 
and Online.  

Preliminary round to be played 
on April 2: Strathglass v Aber-
dour; Lochaber v Ballachulish; 
Bute v Caberfeidh.

First round to be played on May 
7: Inverness v Taynuilt; Glasgow 
Mid Argyll v Strathglass or Ab-
erdour; Kilmory v Lochcarron; 
Oban Celtic v Lochaber or Balla-
chulish; Kinlochshiel v Beauly; 
Bute or Caberfeidh v Skye.

Is your 
sport 
here?
Contact Euan 
Paterson on 
01631 568026 or 
email epaterson@
obantimes.co.uk
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