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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’
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since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018
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INSIDE YOUR 
OBAN TIMES 
THIS WEEK

Budget gap cut
WESTERN Isles Council’s 
budget deficit for next year has 
been cut from £6.3m to £3.4m, 
following a new settlement with 
the Scottish Government.
Full story – page two.

Anger at council
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
decision to offer broader 
printing services has caused 
anger among existing businesses 
in the sector.
Full story – page three.

New Hope
SINGLES nights, weekly family 
meals and funds for two new 
workers are just some of what 
could be planned for Oban’s 
New Hope Kitchen this year. 
Full story – page four.

Seat of learning
A FORMAL event is planned for 
next month to officially launch 
the Oban as a University Town 
project.
Full story – page five.

Project’s fi nale
THE Rockfield Centre has been 
running a project focusing on 
journeys and travel to the Little 
Bay – an t-Oban. This Friday and 
Saturday sees its finale. 
Full story – page 12.

Eightsome reeling
OBAN Saints saw off the 
challenge of Woodhall Thistle 
with an 8-0 win to book their 
place in the last 16 of the West 
of Scotland Amateur Cup.
Full story – page 28.

Taynuilt-based Ballet West took to the stage at the Corran Halls last week with a stunning performance of Giselle ou les Wilis.  More than 100 students, together with 
outreach pupils, showcased the production on Thursday and wowed audiences. Picture special and full report on pages 12 and 13.

Young ballet dancers step out in style at Corran Halls

Key Oban sites earmarked 
for new hotels and car parks
MULTI-STOREY car parks 
and new hotels could be coming 
to Oban, with three areas having 
been outlined for development.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
looking to team up with a business 
partner to re-develop one or more 
of its current car parks to ‘maxim-
ise economic return’ on the land.

The three locations that have 
been identified are: the car park 
on Oban Esplanade, adjacent 
to the Corran House Hotel and 
Westbay Apartments; the car park 
adjacent to Albany Street; and the 
car park in Tweeddale Street.

The council is looking for ‘ex-
pressions of interest’ at this stage.

In a document seen by The Oban 
Times, the council says: ‘We wish 
to maximise the economic return 
from our land holding by redevel-
oping one or more of our car parks 
for a hotel, multi-storey car park 
or similarly related operation.

‘A key outcome shall be the 
creation of a long-term prop-
erty investment for the council 
and partner with the protection or 
enhancement of current parking 
availability.

‘Long-term lease or profit share 
is favoured. It is not the council’s 
preferred option to sell off its land 
assets. 

‘The council shall contribute 
land and may also invest capital to 
the project as part of a profit share 
agreement.

‘Prospective partners are invited 
to submit a proposal for delivery 
across one or multiple sites as they 
see fit to maximise the benefits.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
the council’s policy lead for roads 
and amenity services, said: ‘This 
project is all about creating more 

car parking in the town centre 
and delivering known market 
demand for another hotel in the 
area. 

‘The council has invested a 
substantial amount of money in 
recent years to develop Oban as 
a visitor destination, and it’s clear 
that this project would help us to 
grow the area’s tourism economy.

‘We want to encourage people 
to come to Oban, to show them 
what a beautiful place it is to live, 
work, visit and invest in.

‘We are, therefore, exploring 

options to deliver this with a 
private-sector partner and are 
testing interest at this time.’

Andrew Spence, chief executive 
of BID4Oban, said: ‘Good news 
for Oban with regard to finding 
a solution to parking. However, 
this needs to move at pace as it 
has been talked about for years.

‘Key to a new car park is the 
location, which ideally should 
complement the area it is built in. 
With regard to additional hotels, 
given that a new Premier Inn and 
Esplanade hotels are still to be 

built, we could have an over-pro-
vision if we are not careful.’

Calum Ross, chairman of the 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative, said: ‘Any new car 
parking spaces are extremely 
welcome, not just from a tourism 
perspective, but also from a resi-
dents’ perspective.

‘We all recognise that there is 
not enough parking in the town 
for locals and visitors, so any 
additional parking spaces are 
a good thing. In regards to the 
hotel development, what Oban 

really needs in the town centre is 
more top end quality properties 
because there’s a demand for it 
and there is a gap in the market.

‘Tourism in Argyll is growing 
faster than the rest of Scotland, 
which is great news, and Oban is 
benefiting from that. So more car 
parking and more hotels are good 
for everyone.’

David Adams McGilp, regional 
director for VisitScotland, 
added: ‘It’s fantastic to hear that 
there are plans to develop a new 
hotel in the area. Our reputation 

as a quality destination relies 
on continued investment and 
innovation to ensure that current 
provision meets future demand. 
With its stunning coast, beautiful 
countryside and world-class 
attractions, Oban has a truly 
exceptional tourism offering.

‘From enjoying a dram at Oban 
Distillery to exploring the ruins 
of Dunollie Castle, experiencing 
the Gulf of Corryvreckan, to din-
ing at an award-winning seafood 
restaurant, this seaside town has 
something for everyone.’

Pledge to recover bodies from boat
THE wreck of the FV Nancy 
Glen, which capsized off Tar-
bert on January 18 with three 
fishermen on board, will not 
be raised by accident investi-
gators.

However, the Scottish Gov-
ernment has vowed ‘to support 
efforts to retrieve the bodies 
of the two missing fishermen, 
after the boat was lost in Loch 
Fyne last month, within sight 
of Tarbert, where the crew and 
their families lived’. It also 
promised to meet the costs of 
the operation.

One of the fishermen’s wives, 
Gosia Krawczyk, reacted 
on Facebook: ‘Przemek and 
Duncan – boys you are coming 

home! Thank you Scottish 
Government.’

Last week the Marine Ac-
cident Investigation Branch 
(MAIB) completed an under-
water survey of the wreck, and 
announced it had collected 
enough evidence without 
having to recover the sunken 
vessel, which is lying at a depth 
of more than 140m (460ft) off 
Barmore Island in Loch Fyne.

One fishermen, John Miller, 
survived but the bodies of two 
crewmen, Duncan MacDougall 
and Przemek Krawczyk, have 
not been found. Campaigners, 
who have raised £230,000 for 
the men’s wives and children, 
said on their Justgiving page: 

‘The families wish to retrieve 
their loved ones as soon as 
possible.’

Chief Inspector of Marine Ac-
cidents Steve Clinch said: ‘The 
Marine Accident Investigation 
Branch has now completed its 
review of the data obtained 
from last week’s underwater 
surveys of the wreck of FV 
Nancy Glen.

‘From this, and other evidence 
collected, we now know enough 
about the circumstances of the 
accident for us to complete our 
investigation, and we do not 
intend to recover the wreck.

‘Our thoughts are with the 
families of Duncan MacDou-
gall and Przemek Krawczyk, 

who have been informed of the 
decision.’

But the Scottish Government 
has agreed to examine whether 
the vessel can be lifted from its 
position to enable recovery of 
the bodies. 

A spokesperson said: ‘The 
Scottish Government will work 
with salvage specialists and 
the families of the Nancy Glen 
crewmen to support efforts to 
retrieve the bodies of the miss-
ing fishermen. This would mean 
raising the vessel to a position 
just below the surface to allow 
divers to enter and operate as 
safely as possible. The costs of 
any recovery would also be met 
by the Scottish Government.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

S&S SERVICES ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017
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Island council sees budget 
defi cit cut in half to £3.4m
WESTERN Isles Council’s 
budget deficit for next year has 
almost halved, from £6.3m to 
£3.4m, following an improved 
settlement with the Scottish 
Government, but its services 
still need to be ‘redesigned’.

Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar’s original projections, 
based on the recent series of 
one year settlements from the 
Scottish Government, were that 
savings of up to £20m could be 
required over the term of the 
comhairle, including £6.3m in 
2018/19.

On Wednesday the comhair-
le set its budget for 2018/19.

The leader of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, councillor Roddie 
Mackay, said: ‘The comhairle 
faces challenging financial 
circumstances but thanks to 
prudent financial management 
over previous years we are not 
in as tight a situation as some 
others. 

‘It is not an easy task but the 
comhairle is committed to 
continue to effectively manage 
our finances while delivering 
high quality services for our 
communities.

‘Our budget sets out a differ-
ent approach to address the 

underlying deficit facing the 
comhairle. Rather than contin-
uing to salami slice services we 
want to look at different ways 
of delivering them to try and 
secure as many of the same 
outcomes within the constraints 
of the resources available.’

A spokesperson added: ‘The 
funding offer from the Scot-
tish Government to councils 
requires that a council tax 
increase is no more than three 
per cent. While sanction free, 
the Scottish Government has 
indicated that not accepting the 
offer will lead to a less favoura-
ble settlement for councils.

‘The comhairle has seen an 

18 per cent fall in funding over 
recent years, the second highest 
drop in Scotland and it is no 
longer sustainable to squeeze 
individual service budgets. 
Instead the budget board rec-
ommended that the comhairle 
agree a programme of service 
redesign that will, over the term, 
realise the necessary savings.

‘The comhairle has already 
agreed to seek one per cent 
efficiency savings from across 
the comhairle in each of the 
next five years and this, togeth-
er with loan charge savings of 
£1.2m, reduces the deficit to 
£4.4m. The announcement of 
£1.2m of additional funding last 

week is welcome and though 
some £0.2m of this will be 
needed for pay awards it brings 
the projected deficit to £3.4m 
- within the balances of £3.8m 
the comhairle has earmarked 
for the budget.

‘At its budget meeting, the 
comhairle approved the order 
in which services will be re-
viewed and the year the reviews 
will begin. 

‘It is anticipated a service 
redesign will produce £2m of 
savings for 2018/19. The process 
of redesign will include consul-
tation on how the service out-
comes can most appropriately 
be delivered.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

A NEW law aiming ‘to strengthen 
and protect Scotland’s island com-
munities’ has passed its first stage 
vote in Holyrood.

Scotland’s first Islands Bill was 
debated by MSPs in the Scottish 
Parliament last Thursday. 

It requires the Scottish Govern-
ment and other public bodies to 
consider the impact their laws and 
decisions would have on inhabited 
islands.

It also states that ministers must 
draw up a National Islands Plan, 
which will set out the objectives and 
strategies for helping island commu-
nities.

Islands Minister Humza Yousaf 
said: ‘This is a landmark piece of 
legislation for Scotland, enshrining 
the interests of our unique and 
diverse island communities within 

the legislative process. It is designed 
to build islands awareness into 
decision making across the public 
sector, ensuring interests of island 
communities are firmly at the cen-
tre of future legislative, policy and 
service considerations.

‘The Bill builds on our work to 
enhance island communities and 
economies, such as our investment 
of more than £1 billion in ferry 
services, £270 million in airport 
facilities across the Highlands and 
islands – including more than £60 
million in the air discount scheme – 
as well as £5 million in the Islands 
Housing Fund to deliver affordable 
homes.

‘It also complements our wid-
er policy agenda, which addresses 
island-specific challenges including 
depopulation, energy, housing, 

transport, digital, and supporting 
sustainable economic development.’

Highlands and Islands MSP John 
Finnie, the Scottish Greens’ island 
communities’ spokesperson, gave 
a cautious welcome to the Scottish 
Government’s Islands Bill as it was 
debated in parliament.

‘We are keen to see all local com-
munities have more control over 
their resources. 

‘Marine licensing powers are, 
of course, particularly relevant to 
islands and I’m keen to hear more 
from the Scottish Government on 
how it intends to deliver on this 
complex matter.’

The stage one parliamentary de-
bate is an opportunity to debate the 
general principles of the bill, with 
any amendments to the bill being 
considered at stages two, and three.

SEA LICE numbers at all Scottish fish 
farms will now be published, MSPs 
were told at a Holyrood inquiry into 
the environmental impacts of salmon 
farming.

Last month the Scottish Parliament’s 
Environment, Climate Change and 
Land Reform Committee heard a 
review of the scientific evidence, 
published by the Dunbeg-based Scot-
tish Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS).

Last week the watchdog took evidence 
from David Sandison of the Scottish 
Salmon Producers Organisation, and 
John Aitchison of Friends of the Sound 
of Jura, which campaigned against 
plans to install a fish farm at Dounie in 
the Sound of Jura.

Mr Sandison began by welcoming the 
committee’s comparison with a 2002 
report, Review and Synthesis of the 

Environmental Impacts of Aquacul-
ture.

‘The risks that are associated with 
the business of salmon farming will be 
exactly the same,’ he said. ‘They are 
well quantified and well known.

‘The issues that come out of the report 
are whether we understand the impacts 
of salmon farming and whether we 
have the right information to measure 
those impacts in Scotland.

‘The report is reassuring in that, when 
it analyses those risks, it puts most of 
them in the low risk category.’

However, Mr Aitchison responded: 
‘I cannot agree with that, I am afraid. 
The problems are the same but their 
scale is much worse. There has been an 
enormous increase in sea lice, and there 
is solid proof that the sea lice affect the 
populations of wild salmonids, which 
include sea trout, not just salmon.

‘The pollution aspects are also much 
clearer now than they were before – 45 
sea lochs have been polluted with 
industrial chemicals. The chemical use 
is enormously increased because of the 
sea lice. It is on a different scale and the 
impacts are much larger.

‘The report says there is no informa-
tion on almost every subject. One of 
the big questions is: why is there so lit-
tle information from Scotland? That is 
usually the excuse for not dealing with 
sea lice. Norway, Ireland and other 
countries are doing enormous amounts 
of work on that, but it is not done here.’

Mr Sanderson then pledged: ‘From 
here on and forthwith, we will publish 
all data on sea lice counts on farms in 
Scotland on a farm-by-farm basis.

‘We want to have a proper open 
and honest dialogue about the status 
of farm sites in Scotland. There is 

absolutely no problem with our being 
completely open and transparent 
about that data. There is nothing that 
we wish to hide away.’

Mr Aitchison replied: ‘It is welcome, 
but it has come about as a result of the 
information commissioner enforcing 
the decision to publish the data – some-
thing that the Government refused to 
do, because the industry said initially 
that it did not want to.’

Green MSP Mark Ruskell asked Mr 
Sandison: ‘Will the industry also pub-
lish data on salmon mortality, broken 
down by farm and with the reasons for 
those morts set out?’

Mr Sandison said: ‘Yes. We will 
provide mortality data at farm level 
and will, from time to time, give a 
commentary on any disease issues 
that might be associated with that 
mortality.’

Landmark Islands Bill wins fi rst vote

SSPO vow to release sea lice data

AN APPEAL by Scotland’s Deputy 
First Minister to allow a Gaelic teacher 
from Canada to work at Bunessan Pri-
mary School has been snubbed by the 
UK Immigration Minister, writes David 
McPhee.

Sìne Halfpenny from Nova Scotia, 
who studied at the Sabhal Mór Ostaig 
on Skye, was the only applicant for a 
teaching post at a new Gaelic unit on 
the Ross of Mull, to which children 
from three families have already been 
enrolled.

Sìne was offered the job subject to her 
visa application, but parents learned 
before Christmas that the Home Office 
had rejected her visa for a second time, 
because ‘she did not meet the salary 
requirements as stipulated by the UK 
government’.

Argyll and Bute Council is re-applying 
for the ‘ideal’ Gaelic speaker to teach 
on Mull, but will be forced to re-adver-
tise if it is third time unlucky. Parents 
are worried no-one else will apply.

John Swinney, Deputy First Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for Education, 
wrote to the UK Home Secretary, Con-
servative MP Amber Rudd.

‘We have experienced great demand 
for Gaelic education and are looking 
at ways in which we can increase our 
teaching capacity,’ he said, urging Ms 
Rudd to look into the case urgently.

However, Immigration Minister 
Caroline Nokes responded: ‘As im-
migration is a matter reserved for the 
Westminster Parliament, engagement 
with Westminster MPs on constituents’ 
immigration cases is the most appropri-

ate route to follow. The Home Office 
currently receives in excess of 45,000 
letters and 16,000 phone calls from 
MPs per year on immigration matters 
and this is, by far, the biggest recipient 
of constituency case correspondence 

in government. Responding to these 
requires significant resources from 
within the department that would 
otherwise be deployed to resolve cases, 
and this approach to inquiries from 
devolved administrations reflects the 

need to improve efficiency by reducing 
the duplication of inquiries.

‘I will not reply in my capacity as Im-
migration Minister to any immigration 
matters about individuals you might 
raise.’

Visa snub for Deputy First Minister in 
row over Mull Gaelic teacher hopeful 

Children from three families have already been enrolled for the new Gaelic unit on the Ross of Mull.

FLYBE and Eastern Airways are 
stopping their � ights between 
Stornoway and Glasgow from 
March 4, due to lower than ex-
pected demand.

Operated by Eastern Airways, 
the services were run in compe-
tition to Loganair � ights.

The � ights were only intro-
duced in September 2017 
and Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan has expressed his 
disappointment at the airlines’ 
decision to end the � ights.

THE BBC weather bulletins will 
be � at once again - and this 
has delighted Angus Brendan 
MacNeil, MP for Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar, who made the broadcaster 
improve its more severe tilt when 
it changed 12 years ago.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘I am delighted 
that the BBC has done the right 
thing and improved the weather 
map. It only took it 12 and a half 
years. Now people can see Scot-
land really is a big place.’

IN AN article published in The 
Oban Times on February 1, head-
lined ‘Support for Mull crabbing 
zone’, we said last month’s 
meeting of Mull Community 
Council backed plans to create 
a crabbing zone to the west of 
Mull, following a presentation by 
Nick Turnbull of Mull Aquaculture 
and Fisheries Association (MAFA).

Nick Turnbull is, in fact, chair-
man of Mull Fishermen’s Associa-
tion (MFA), not Mull Aquaculture 
and Fisheries Association, which 
no longer exists. We apologise 
for the error.

Mr Turnbull added that the 
project also had ‘the support of 
the local Mull scallop dredgers’, 
and ‘should bene� t all sectors’. It 
is being progressed by the West 
Coast Inshore Fishery Group, of 
which the MFA is a sub-group.

The � nancial � gures quoted 
came from Marine Scotland, he 
explained: ‘There are a number 
of similar projects from di� erent 
areas and are all out for consul-
tation at present before Marine 
Scotland decides which, if any, 
are to be progressed.

‘My meeting with Mull Commu-
nity Council was to ensure they 
responded to the consultation 
and gave local support to the 
project.’

Stornoway air 
service to stop

MP welcomes BBC 
change to map

Mull crabbing 
zone clari� cation

FilmG winners 
strike gold

Do you have a story? 
Call the newsroom on 

01631 568000

Tobermory 
lifeboat 
rescues 
80-tonne 
vessel
TOBERMORY lifeboat towed 
an 80-tonne vessel to safety 
on Monday night after it lost 
steering.

At 10.50pm the volunteer crew 
went to the aid of the commer-
cial vessel to the east of the 
lighthouse at Rubha nan Gall in 
the Sound of Mull.

With favourable conditions, 
the crew decided the vessel 
could be taken under tow and 
secured alongside at the pon-
toons in Tobermory harbour, 
weaving through a chicane of 
small vessels and narrow passag-
es between mooring buoys in the 
process.

Tobermory RNLI lifeboat 
returned to its berth and it was 
again made ready for service.

Tobermory RNLI’s operations 
manager Sam Jones said: ‘This 
was a textbook job and the cox-
swain and crew demonstrated 
considerable skill in manoeu-
vring the larger vessel through 
the harbour. 

‘Although only seven crew 
were required, 13 volunteers 
arrived at the station again 
demonstrating their willingness 
to help anyone in difficulty at 
sea.’

Islands minister Humza Yousaf MSP.

HIGHLAND youngsters were 
celebrating last weekend after 
scooping 16 gongs at the FilmG 
Awards in Glasgow’s Old Fruit-
market, marking 10 years of 
FilmG.

Lewis-based John Murdo 
MacAulay, won two of the top 
awards with his film, taking 
home both best drama and best 
industry director, while Dan-
ielle MacLeod won two awards 
for her entry: best heritage 
film and most promising new 
director. The prize for most 
promising new director, funded 
by HIE, will see Danielle secure 
a placement with a Highands 
and Islands-based production 
company.

Lana Pheutan from Skye, won 
two of the three awards she had 
been shortlisted for, winning 
best performance and best 
student film for her powerful 
film about the challenges faced 
by a transgender woman. Lana 
also won the People’s Choice 
award, as voted by the public on 
the FilmG website.

For full story, visit www.oban-
times.co.uk
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The future is about communication. 
The future is about connection. 
The future is… ROCKETS!
The National Theatre of Scotland’s heart-warming family show 
takes to the silver screen courtesy of Screen Machine. 

Fort William (Car Park, near Shinty Club) 
Sat 24 Feb, 2pm
Tobermory, Isle of Mull (Ledaig Car Park) 
Sat 3 Mar, 2pm

PG: we recommend for ages 6+
£6 / £4 + booking fee

nationaltheatrescotland.com/rocketpostonscreen
screenmachine.co.uk

Photo by Eoin Carey
The National Theatre of Scotland is core funded by the Scottish Government. The National Theatre of Scotland, 
a company limited by guarantee and registered in Scotland (SC234270), is a registered Scottish charity (SC033377).

POLICE
FILES
with Sergeant 
Iain MacNicol
Theft by shoplifting
AT ABOUT 4.10pm on Monday 
February 5, at Oban Filling Station 
in Soroba Road, a woman allegedly 
stole two items. Police traced the 
woman aged 27 a short time later 
and she was charged with the theft. 
A report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Held after break-in
BETWEEN 1.20am and 6am on 
Wednesday February 7, the Birch-
wood Service Station on  Soroba 
Road in Oban was broken into 
and items stolen. Subsequent 
police inquiries resulted in a � at 
in Shuna Terrace, Oban, being 
searched on Friday February 9. 
A small quantity of cannabis and 
heroin were found. The � at occu-
pier, a man aged 35, was arrested 
and charged with the drugs 
o� ences and the break-in to the 
service station. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Man assaulted
AT ABOUT 12.45am on Sunday 
February 11, in Station Road, Oban, 
two men, both aged 22, allegedly 
assaulted another man. Police 
attended and the two men were ar-
rested and charged. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator � scal.

Failure to stop
AT ABOUT 12.20pm on Sunday 
February 11 on the A828 near 
Lochnell School, Benderloch, a 
car  allegedly collided with an 
electronic vehicle counter, caus-
ing damage, after which the driv-
er drove o� , failing to report the 
incident. The car was later traced 
by police and the 20-year-old 
man who was driving was found 
to have no licence or insurance. 
The man was charged with the 
o� ences and a report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

� IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation to the 
above, or to any other incident, 
they  can contact their local police 
o�  ce on the free telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

Driver who killed 
Kilninver woman 
is blasted for not 
attending meeting
A FURIOUS judge has blasted 
the driver who killed a Kilninver 
woman after he blamed social 
workers when he failed to attend 
an appointment with them.

Lord Beckett warned Chris-
topher Taylor that if he missed 
another meeting he would be 
remanded in custody.

He was originally charged with 
causing the ‘catastrophic’ crash 
at a notorious Argyll accident 
blackspot by driving danger-
ously, but was found guilty by a 
jury of the less serious offence 
of causing death by careless 
driving.

The jury heard evidence that 
Taylor’s car ploughed head-on 
into Yvonne Shann’s car after 
he tried to overtake another 
vehicle.

The 56-year-old grandmother 
had to be cut free from her Cit-
roen and died just over a week 
later in hospital.

The tragedy happened on the 
rural A816 Lochgilphead to 
Oban road on December 30, 
2015. Taylor had his wife and a 
young child in his Peugeot at the 
time.

The High Court in Glasgow 
heard how the crash happened 
at night on the ‘twisty and 
windy’ road.

Jurors heard that a driver in 
front of Taylor ‘knew something 
was going to happen’ when 
he went to overtake him. The 
motorist feared the worst and 
‘held his steering wheel a lot 
tighter’ as Taylor smashed into 
Mrs Shann’s car.

The court was told the crash 
happened in a ‘split second’ and 
that ‘the noise was terrible’.

It was also told that Mrs Shann 
could have done ‘nothing’ to 
avoid being hit. The mother-of-
three died on January 11, 2016, 
at the Royal Alexandra Hospital 
in Paisley.

Taylor - who lived in Ardrish-
aig at the time - accepted being 
responsible for the accident.

Dale Hughes, defending, 
claimed Taylor had not received 
mail about his appointment 
because he had been fitting 
flooring at his partner’s home. 
He returned to his home in 
Rothesay five days later to find 
two letters from his social work-
er, one offering him a meeting 

and the second saying he had 
missed the appointment.

Mr Hughes told the High 
Court in Livingston: ‘He 
phoned his agents in some panic 
and they advised him to phone 
the social work office. The so-
cial worker said [a new meeting] 
wouldn’t be possible due to her 
working elsewhere and having 
holidays, even though there was 
two weeks left.’

Lord Beckett interrupted him 
to tell Taylor: ‘I don’t think you 
can blame social work for this. 
They offered an appointment 
and you failed to keep it.

‘It reflects some credit on you 
that you took immediate steps 
to try to remedy the situation.’

He went on: ‘The court is left 
with a situation where there’s no 
report. The easiest way to get a 
report would be to remand you 
in custody. I’m prepared not to 
do that if concrete arrangements 
can be made today to meet the 
social worker.’

Lord Beckett adjourned the 
case until March 7 at the High 
Court in Glasgow for a criminal 
justice social work report and 
restriction of liberty order 
assessment previously called 
for. He said the interim disqual-
ification order would continue 
until then.

He warned Taylor: ‘Can I make 
it clear I expect an appointment 
to be made this morning and it’s 
a condition of your bail that you 
attend with the social worker 
when they tell you to?

‘If anything out of the ordi-
nary happens which gets in the 
way of that you have to be in 
touch, preferably with the social 
worker directly or through your 
lawyer. You know who the social 
worker is so make sure you meet 
with her when you’re supposed 
to meet with her.

‘If I’m faced with this situation 
in a month’s time the court has 
a certain way of getting this 
report and that is to remand you 
in custody.’

In her closing speech to the 
jury, prosecutor Jane Farquhar-
son said what happened had 
been a ‘catastrophic error’ on 
Taylor’s part.

She added he had not been a 
‘careful and competent’ motor-
ist that night.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Council causes anger by 
offering printing services
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has enraged businesses in the 
region by expanding its printing 
services and going into direct 
competition with ratepayers.

The council decided to branch 
out and offer additional services 
such as business cards, flyers 
and personalised calendars.

However, George Graham, 
group finance director of Wyvex 
Media, which owns Krisp Print 
in Campbeltown, says this could 
endanger jobs.

Mr Graham said: ‘It is absolute-
ly deplorable that the council has 
entered into commercial compe-
tition against its own ratepayers.

‘The printing industry has 
been experiencing an ex-
ceptionally challenging time 
nationwide in recent years and, 
given the already tough trading 
conditions in Argyll, this move 
by the council could possibly 
endanger the jobs of some of the 
very people it should serve.

‘Being based at Kilmo-
ry means it is in direct compe-
tition to our own print business 
in Campbeltown. That the 

council should be using its tax-
payer-funded resources to vie 
for the the limited business that 
there is in Mid Argyll and Kin-
tyre is absolutely infuriating.’

Mark Gowdie, of Digital 
Kangaroo in Oban, said the 
change hadn’t impacted his 
business, saying: ‘I don’t think 
it’s affecting me. People come 
to me if they come to me. I can’t 
stop them going anywhere else.’

However, he added: ‘It’s getting 
harder by the day to compete with 
online printing and the last thing 
you need is your council taking 
more money out of your pocket.

‘I think the public really want 
potholes filled and a regular 
bins service rather than a box 
of business cards. They should 
leave that job that to me. I’m 
not going buy a truck and offer 
cheaper bin collections.’

In a newsletter, the council 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute Council’s 
print room at Kilmory are ex-
panding their printing services 
to external businesses.

‘Services they can offer 
include ID badges, headed 
paper, compliments slips, 
business cards, flyers, also per-
sonalised brochures, calendars, 

Christmas/birthday/thank you/
celebration cards, including 
wedding invitations.’

A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘Our print 
room has been working along-
side similar local businesses, in 
providing print services for the 
public for a number of years.

‘A wide range of services has 
always been available. With cuts 
to council budgets expected to 
be long-term, income raised 
becomes increasingly important 
in supporting council services 
on which local people and busi-
nesses depend.’

‘Tough times’ budget 
hikes up council tax 
and fees – yet again
ARGYLL and Bute Council is 
facing a £5 million to £27 mil-
lion funding gap over the next 
three years.

Suggestions for the next 
round of savings include raising 
council tax, fees and charges 
by another three per cent, and 
reducing funding for health and 
social care by £725,000.

Council officers published 
their 500-page budget plan last 
week, before it faces the Budget, 
Policy and Resources Commit-
tee for any recommendations 
today, Thursday February 15, 
and then a vote by the full coun-
cil next Thursday, February 22.

Council leader Aileen Morton 
said: ‘These are tough times for 
local government. Cuts to coun-
cil funding continue. Difficult 
choices must continue.

‘The council is pretty much in a 
break-even position for 2018/19. 
We need to reshape the council 
for the future to ensure we can 
continue to provide valued local 
services in the longer term.

‘The harsh fact is our funding 
has still reduced by 1.5 per 
cent for 2018/19. It is expected 
to continue falling in the years 
to come so the council needs 
to consider the longer term. In 
the starkest terms, we needed 
to make savings of £5 million 
this year and will need to save 
a further £22 million over the 
next two years.

‘There is a near-£3 million 
gap in our capital plan, which 
outlines investment in our vital 
infrastructure such as roads and 
IT. This wipes out any surplus in 
our revenue budget – the money 
we spend on delivering day to 
day services.

‘Breaking even does require 
raising council tax by three 
per cent. That’s the basis on 
which the Scottish Government 
predicated its local government 
settlement. Like most councils, I 
expect we will take forward that 

proposal. However, the admin-
istration is already clear that it 
cannot support one proposal in 
the papers to cut £725,000 from 
health and social care services.’

Meanwhile, on Tuesday the 
body overseeing those services, 
the Argyll and Bute Integration 
Joint Board (IJB), announced 
it needs to ‘identify and deliver’ 
even more savings to address its 
‘estimated budget shortfall of 
£10.1 million for 2018-19’.

Christina West, chief officer 
for the Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership, 
said its financial report ‘high-
lights the scale of the financial 
challenge we are facing as we 
attempt to meet increasing 
demands for health and social 
care services, rising costs due 
to inflation and the estimated 
funding from our partner bod-
ies, NHS Highland and Argyll 
and Bute Council.

‘The financial assumptions 
remain to be finalised and 
the IJB has not yet received 
confirmation from the council 
and health board over the level 
of funding they will allocate to 
the IJB. 

‘The final position and fund-
ing offers from our partners 
will be reported to the IJB at its 
meeting on March 28 when the 
board will be presented with the 
implications for local services in 
approving the budget for 2018-
19. The IJB may be in a position 
of having to make difficult 
decisions.’

Councillor Morton thanked 
the hundreds of people who 
responded to the council’s 
budget consultation, saying: 
‘Almost 800 people took part, 
giving around 2,500 comments 
on ways we could make savings 
and raise income.’

The budget reports, including 
the full consultation findings, 
can be found on the council’s 
website.

SAVE our Meals On Wheels 
campaigners are calling for an 
extra helping of time to come 
up with an alternative to replace 
the doomed service.

Deliveries in Oban and the 
islands provided by Royal 
Voluntary Service (RVS) 
volunteers are due to stop at 
the end of the March but Argyll 
and Bute councillor Roddy Mc-
Cuish is asking for a six-month 
postponement.

Despite his request, the charity 
still insists the service cannot be 
extended although it is having 
‘positive conversations’ about 
other ways it can continue to 
support older people.

NHS Highland has also 
confirmed ‘further discussions 
are ongoing to make sure that 
all RVS service users within the 
authority receive the appropri-
ate level of care to meet their 
identified needs’.

The Oban Times last week 
broke the news that the RVS 
was withdrawing the service. It 
shocked and angered volunteers 
and community leaders, leading 
to fears that some of the area’s 
most vulnerable and isolated 
people would lose a link with the 
outside world.

Councillor McCuish said: ‘I’m 
disappointed in the way the RVS 
has done this. This was a UK 
decision. They took no account 
of Oban, Lorn and the islands. 
I would ask them to postpone 
their decision for six months 
so we have an opportunity to 
explore every avenue there is to 
see if we can somehow set up a 
new service ourselves.’

Volunteers on Tiree say they 
would need £4,000 a year to 
keep delivering hot meals to the 
eight islanders they visit four 
times a week.

John Bottomley, who has 
volunteered for six years and 
organises the rota for nine other 
helpers, said: ‘We are keen to 

continue it and intend to carry 
on but would need funding to 
help pay for the miles we do. 
We’ve been getting 45p a mile 
from the RVS, the clients pay for 

the meals themselves which are 
made here at a home. I appreci-
ate £4,000 is not an insignificant 
amount.’

However, Sam Ward, director 

of commissioned services for 
the Royal Voluntary Service, 
said it would not be possible to 
extend the Meals On Wheels 
service.

Calls for more time to deliver alternative Meals On Wheels

Tiree Meals On Wheels volunteer Sue Bottomley delivers food.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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ANOTHER Valentine’s Day 
done and dusted with not too 
many broken hearts I hope, 
writes Oban town ambassador 
Kay McDonald.

But there is still time to 
celebrate with the Valentine 
tea dance on Saturday in Glen-
cruitten Church Hall from 2pm 
to 4.30pm, or a wee night out to 
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers in the 
Corran Halls. 

My preferred date for Val-
entine’s weekend is going to 
be something to eat in one of 
the very fine establishments we 
have all over the town and a visit 
to the cinema which has some 
great films on at the moment. 
I’m really looking forward to 
Downsizing but all the films 
showing have appeal. I would 
recommend Coco no matter 
what age you are, as it has 

everything – laughter, tears and 
great music. 

It’s also time to get your tick-
ets for the Oban High School 
former pupils’ dinner dance in 
March as they tend to go like 
hot cakes so be quick if you want 
to attend. All the details are, as 
usual, on Oban What’s On. 

Time to start thinking about 
the two fantastic events that the 
Lions put on during the summer 
as well.

Oban Charities Day and the 
Great Oban Raft Race are fast 
approaching so start planning 
your stall and building your raft, 
June will be here before you 
know it.

The photo last week was taken 
at the Perle (formerly Caledo-
nian) Hotel and this week’s is 
slightly harder to find but not 
too far from the town centre.

MORE than 40 primary school 
pupils counting the days to 
starting high school in August 
have taken part in a one-day 
Mathsfest.

The event was organised at 
Oban High School as part of its 
transition programme, giving 
youngsters a taste of what the 
new academic year will bring.

Primary pupils from 14 of the 
high school’s feeder primaries 
worked in teams with older 
students to solve practical and 
written maths problems.

The two overall winning 
teams were both made up of St 
Columba’s Primary and Oban 
High pupils.

Principal teacher of maths 
Nan Johnstone, who was helped 
by subject teacher Ruth Living-

stone, said: ‘It was lovely to see 
them all engaged in maths so 
happily.’

The school’s first Mathsfest 
was in 2000 marking the Year of 
Maths and it has been an annual 
event since.

St Columba’s pupil Calan 
McGuigan, 11, said he had 

visited the high school for a 
gymnastics competition before 
but enjoyed Mathsfest too. ‘I’m 
looking forward to starting 
high school because there’s lots 
of different subjects but I  like 
maths best.’

And Jakub Kondraciuk, also 
11 and from St Columba’s, 

added: ‘I’m looking forward to 
starting at a brand new school. 
It’s going to be exciting.’

The new-build Oban High 
School is expected to open later 
this year.

WHERE IS THIS?
Love is still in the air this week

Mathsfest adds up to fun at Oban High School

Entries invited for 
Provincial Mòd

Jobs fair offers 
careers for all

THE Oban and District Provincial 
Mòd is taking place on Friday and 
Saturday, June 1 and 2.

The closing date for entries is 
March 29 and entry forms, along 
with fees and own choice of 
music, should be submitted to 
Oban Provincial Mòd, Furan, The 
Corran Halls, Oban, PA34 5AB.

The Mòd is also now accepting 
entries for the junior syllabus. 

The prescribed pieces for the 
senior syllabus can be ordered 
from                  An  Comunn  Gaidhealach, 
Balnain House, 40 Huntly Street, 
Inverness IV35HR or from the 
website  http://www.ancomunn.
co.uk/nationalmod/prescribed.

Books of solo pieces and CDs 
containing Gaelic and music are 
available from the Corran Halls. 
For more information call 01631 
710 565.

A JOBS fair in Oban is hoping 
to provide ‘opportunities for all’ 
in the Corran Halls on March 6, 
and encourage more employers 
to sign up.

The Opportunities for All Ca-
reers and Jobs Fair, which will 
run between 10.30am and 1pm, 
is hosted by the Argyll and Bute 
Employability Partnership and 
the office of Argyll and Bute 
MSP Michael Russell.

A spokesperson invited em-
ployers to book a table, saying: 
‘We would be delighted if you 
would come along and use this 
event as an opportunity to pro-
mote your business; network and 
discover the breadth of talent 
and people across Argyll and 
Bute looking for employment.’

Tables will be available for 
exhibitors to use for brochures, 
leaflets and so on, and access to 
wi-fi will be available. To book, 
contact gayle.mcgowan@dwp.gsi.
gov.uk.

Claire Bruce and her team are leading the way in using Vegware.

Food from Argyll at 
the Pier goes green

LEADING the charge of new, 
more sustainable ways to pack-
age takeaway food and serve 
customers is Food from Argyll 
at the Pier Cafe.

Most of their takeaway 
food and drinks now come in 
eco-friendly containers.

Since opening in June 2016, 
the cafe has moved from using 
plastic to Vegware, a type of 
packaging made from plant 
material that is produced by a 
company based in Edinburgh. It 
is fully compostable and leaves a 
low carbon footprint.

Manager Claire Bruce told 
The Oban Times: ‘I was quite 
surprised by the amount of 
products Vegware sells. It’s not 
really any more expensive than 
plastic, so I don’t understand 
why everyone’s not using it.’

Food from Argyll plans to 
stop selling plastic water bottles 
completely and replace them 
with glass bottles. ‘We try to 
operate a zero-waste policy. 

We waste very little food, as 
everything is made to order and 
we would like to continue that 
with our packaging.’

Claire emailed Argyll and 
Bute Council asking what its 
composting procedures were 
and has been told that there are 
unfortunately no ‘community 
composting’ facilities in the 
Oban area. All waste from Oban 
is now sent to Lingerton, Loch-
gilphead, as the landfill site at 
Moleigh, just outside Oban, is 
full and has been capped.

For the moment, Food from 
Argyll continues to send its 
waste to landfill, although there 
are hopes that if enough cafes 
and restaurants in the Oban 
area switch to eco-friendly 
products, there will be enough 
demand to open a community 
compost facility.

Plastic can take anywhere 
from 450 years to 1,000 years to 
degrade and is often mistaken for 
food by wildlife, whereas Veg-
ware will turn to soil in less than 
12 weeks and can be composted 
alongside food waste.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Charity is so full of 
Hope for year ahead
A SINGLES night, a weekly fam-
ily meal and  funds for two new 
workers are just some of what 
could be planned for Oban’s New 
Hope Kitchen this year.

Tonight (Thursday February 
15) is the project’s annual 
meeting where the agenda will 
take a look back at the events 
and successes of 2017, as well as 
looking to the future.

The drop-in centre moved in 
to its new Soroba Road prem-
ises at the end of May last year 
and, in June, was shortlisted for 
Scotland’s Charity of the Year 
for its work in the community.

This January, New Hope 
Kitchen provided more than 50 
food parcels from its food bank 
and the footfall of people com-

ing through its doors has more 
than doubled since it moved 
from Argyll Street into a bigger, 
brighter space. The new centre, 
as well as providing hot meals, 
puts on activities, even has a 
laundry and is about to host an 
exhibition by upcoming local 
artist Eilidh Livingstone. The 

project has also started to get 
referrals from GPs.

New Hope Kitchen service 
manager Lorraine MacCormick 
is now putting in funding bids to 
get more staff on board so the 
project can reach out into the 
wider community.

‘There’s so much we want to 
do but we need the staff to do it. 
We’ve got amazing volunteers 
but we do need staff too. If we 
get them, then it will really up 
the potential for what we can do.

‘We are definitely seeing 
more women, whereas it used 
to be more men. We’ve also got 
families coming in but we want 
to reach out more to get in touch 
with people who haven’t found us 
yet - to those who are isolated for 
any reason or those who watch 
Jeremy Kyle and think that’s all 
there is to life,’ she said.

What’s on at New Hope Kitch-
en is user-led with people’s ideas 
given a go, including karaoke 
and film nights and even knit-
ting sessions.

‘It’s a bit of a blank canvas 
but we’re never short of ideas. 
We’d really like to do more en-
vironmental projects too – our 
beach cleans have been a great 
success,’ said Lorraine.

She added: ‘We are thinking 
about having a family meal 
night every week because there 
is a need for it and, after two of 
our helpers met here and got 
married, we’ve even had a few 
people asking about singles 
nights. It’s not just food, there’s 
company here too and if people 
find friendship and hook up, 
then that’s life.’

Tonight’s meeting starts at 
7.30pm.

Lorraine MacCormick.

Soroba to 
get recycling 
bin areas
SIX recycling areas are to be 
created in Soroba to give the 
area ‘considerably’ more blue 
bins.

The current communal recy-
cling bins will be moved to either 
Mull Terrace, Shuna Terrace, 
Colonsay Terrace or McCaig 
Road, where the assigned areas 
will be located.

The project is being carried 
out in partnership between 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) and Argyll 
and Bute Council.

ACHA has contributed £4,500 
towards the cost, and council 
employees will undertake the 
work. Alastair MacGregor, 
chief executive of ACHA, said: 
‘ACHA is pleased to be able 
to work with Argyll and Bute 
Council to provide additional 
space to assist with recycling in 
Soroba.

‘The association believes that 
this additional capacity will 
allow the recycling initiative to 
move forward and to meet the 
needs of our tenants in Soroba.’

Speaking at the Soroba Res-
idents’ Association meeting, 
which takes place on the first 
Tuesday of each month, coun-
cillor for Oban South and the 
Isles Roddy McCuish said: ‘I 
think it’s good that ACHA and 
Argyll and Bute Council are 
working together on this with 
the residents.

‘I want to thank Soroba 
Community Group for always 
bringing this up at its meetings. 
Only by doing that can you get 
something done.

‘It’s something we have to try 
and I am confident it will work.’

Oban Toy Cupboard volunteers, Jessica Ben Said, Fiona Wight, Cynthia Mckeown, Elaine Craig, Laura Firth and families.

Oban Toy Cupboard seeks new volunteers
OBAN Toy Cupboard, a popular 
local charity which has been an 
important part of the community 
for more than 27 years, may 
have to close if it cannot fill vital 
volunteer roles.

The toy cupboard was estab-
lished to provide affordable 
access to toys as a means to 
help children learn and develop 
through play. 

There are three weekly fun-
filled sessions at the Glencruit-
ten church centre for parents 
and childminders with toddlers 
and babies. 

Around 50 families currently 
attend each week.

For a small fee of £5 every six 
months, children can access a 
range of toys, books and craft 
activities while parents socialise 

over tea and coffee. Other 
services include special sessions 
with the NHS Childsmile team, 
Gaelic sessions and infant CPR 
training. 

There is also a great selection 
of toys available for hire from 
50p per week.

The toy cupboard is accepting 
applications for the roles of 
chairperson, secretary and 

treasurer. A few hours of time 
each month would be greatly 
appreciated by the families who 
regularly attend.

For more information about the 
positions, contact toycupboar-
doban@gmail.com or call 07717 
725244. For more information for 
parents and carers, visit  https://
www.facebook.com/ obantoycup-
board/. Donations are welcome.

OBAN Distillery celebrated 
International Scotch Day by 
giving away free whisky.

The three-day event, now in its 
second year, took place on Feb-
ruary 9, 10 and 11 to mark the 
birthday of Alexander Walker 
– son of John ‘Johnnie’ Walker.

The campaign was created by 
Diageo, which owns Oban Dis-
tillery, to celebrate everything 
to do with Scotch.

Speaking about the event in 
Oban, Carol Bennet, brand 
home manager, said: ‘It’s been 
really good. This whole week 
we have been really busy. It’s 
amazing. There are still lots of 
people interested in our Oban 
whisky and how we make it.’

Oban Distillery is currently 
refurbishing some of its equip-
ment, meaning the full tour is 
off limits until February 19.

Distillery gives free drams
Oban Distillery sta�  celebrate International Scotch Day. 

Winners of Mathsfest 2018 at 
Oban High School.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Design a composite door  
IN THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR OWN HOME...

Choosing a new door is not an easy decision but our design tool 
will show you the different styles, glass and hardware that you can 

have to make that decision that bit easier.

Call us today for your free home visit.
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Cycle star Mark 
comes to Oban

Healthy sense of 
humour in snow

Guest speaker 
announced

MARK Beaumont, the #80Days 
world record breaker and 
face of the hugely successful 
#WildAboutArgyll campaign 
will be back in Oban over the 
weekend of April 21 and 22 
for the Oban Sportive cycling 
event.

He will be giving a mo-
tivational talk for all Oban 
Sportive entrants on Saturday 
evening and chat to everyone 
at the start and then ride the 
Sportive on Sunday morning.

This is a small event with 150 
to 200 riders so entrants can 
meet Mark and possibly have 
his company at some point 
in the ride. Enter through 
the www.obansportive.co.uk 
website. Thanks to Oban 
Rotary, North Argyll Cycle 
Club and Ben Cruachan Inn for 
sponsoring Mark.

OBAN TIMES reader  Iain 
Macdonald emailed to say: 
‘A snowman in medical attire 
that appeared on the wall 
across from Albany Apart-
ments overnight on Sunday 
into Monday February 12. 

‘Whether it depicts a nurse 
or a doctor I’m not sure, but it 
brought a smile to my face.’

TOMORROW, Friday Febru-
ary 16, local historian John 
Macfarlane will give a talk 
to the Lorn Archaeological 
and Historical Society on 
the folklore of the Muckairn 
forests, entitled ‘Murder 
and Freebooting, Licen-
tiousness and Industry?’. 
The talk will be at 7.30pm 
in St Columba’s Hall, Oban. 
Non-members are welcome 
for an entry fee of £3.

KATHIE GRIFFITHS
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Gold boom ‘soon’ for Tyndrum
SCOTLAND’S first under-
ground gold mine could be up 
and running near Tyndrum by 
early next year, creating more 
than 60 jobs and making local 
businesses a fortune.

So far Scotgold Resources 
Ltd has raised £3 million from 
shareholders towards the 
scheme at Cononish gold mine 
but once it gets a ‘yes’ from the 
Loch Lomond and the Tros-
sachs National Park Planning 
Authority, it will seek another 
£7 million from new investors 
to help make it happen.

The company put in a revised 

application last year which was 
‘much more environmentally 
friendly’, said  Scotgold’s chief 
executive officer Richard Gray, 
who is expecting approval. The 
existing application was due to 
run out this month.

The mine would take one year 
to build, including creating a 
waste site for all the left-over 
crushed  rock, which would 
mimic a natural glacier in the 
valley, said Mr Gray.

Changes include the Allt Eas 

Anie burn, which crosses the 
site, no longer needing to be 
diverted and permission is now 
being sought for mining opera-
tions to be phased over 17 years 
instead of 10 years.

The new application still in-
cludes a process plant building, 
a site drainage system, a new 
bridge over the Crom Allt at 
the Dalrigh ford and a small 
car parking area for employees 
adjacent to the existing car park 
at Dalrigh.

A bulk processing trial contin-
ues on site to process material 
excavated in the 1980s to extract 
gold. Its first ounce of gold, pro-
duced above the ground from 
tonnes of ore stockpiled since 

the 1980s, sold for £21,000 at an 
auction in Edinburgh.

Mr Gray added: ‘If we get 
permission, and we have every 
reason to expect that we will get 
it because we came back with a 
better scheme, it would create 
63 direct jobs and we would be 
buying materials we need from 
local suppliers, boosting the 
local economy. We hope it won’t 
be too long before we get a 
decision from the national park 
authority.’

Scotgold has previously 
estimated several tonnes of 
gold could be extracted from 
Cononish.

A spokesperson for the Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs Na-

tional Park Planning Authority 
said: ‘A planning application 
was received from Scotgold on 
the August 10, 2017, for its re-
vised mine proposal at Conon-
ish gold mine at Tyndrum. This 
is being considered according 
to the national park authority’s 
standard planning procedures.’

According to the spokes-
person, there is no update on 
anything further at this point.

There was a history of ex-
ploratory mining activity at 
Cononish before the national 
park authority was created. The 
original application by Scotgold  
was approved on  October 25, 
2011, for the development of an 
underground mine.

Ultramarathon man Jason takes on 
challenge to help � nd Crohn’s cure
FAMILY-MAN Jason Dobson 
from Kilchrenan is taking on an 
ultramarathon challenge to help 
find a cure for Crohn’s Disease.

Two of Mr Dobson’s family 
members have the condition, 
which is an aggressive type of 
inflammatory bowel disease.

The 24-year-old  environment 
and fish health specialist, who 
works at a fish farm at Loch 
Etive, is out training five days a 
week, clocking up an average of 
55 miles to get ready for Three 
Lochs Way Cross-Country 
Ultramarathon on April 7 which 
will take in a 34-mile route over 
Loch Lomond, Loch Long and 
Gareloch.

Every 30 minutes someone 
in the UK is diagnosed with 
Crohn’s Disease and more than 
80 per cent of people who have it 
will need surgery at some point 
in their life.

Mr Dobson has set up a Justgiv-
ing page at justgiving.com/fund-
raising/jason-dobson-men9150 

and hopes to raise £750 to help 
researchers at King’s College 
London development a vaccine 
for the disease from a bacteria 
found in cow’s milk. Work on 
the vaccine has taken 20 years 
so far and it has just passed the 
first phase of its development 
so it is now ready to move to 
the next stage which will involve 
treating Crohn’s sufferers, said 
Mr Dobson.

Signs and symptoms of Crohn’s 
Disease often include abdom-
inal pain, diarrhoea, fever and 
weight loss.

Mr Dobson said he wants to 
see Crohn’s cured, not managed, 
and added: ‘I am raising money 
to help push the MAP vaccine 
through Phase 2 of trials  in the 
hope that in the coming years it 
will be available for all Crohn’s 
sufferers.

‘The biggest impact Crohn’s 
has on me is that it makes me 
feel helpless because I cannot 
cure the two people in my family 

who have it. Taking on the ultra-
marathon challenge is my way of 
coping with that. At least I can 
try to help find a cure.’

He said: ‘The vaccine is now 
pretty much in its final stages 
and I think that in the next five 
years it could become commer-
cially available.’

Mr Dobson’s bosses at fish 
farm company Dawnfresh have 
kickstarted his appeal with a 
£100 donation.

Farming director for Dawn-
fresh Alison Hutchins said: 
‘When I first heard about Jason’s 
challenge, I have to admit I was 
more than a little impressed – in 
fact, most of the team at Loch 
Etive are impressed by his 
ambition. I know this is a cause 
close to Jason’s heart and at 
Dawnfresh we wanted to show 
our support by kickstarting his 
fundraising with a £100 dona-
tion. I hope to see Jason reach 
his £750 overall target and cross 
that finish line in April.’

Jason Dobson’s fundraising e� ort has been kickstarted by a £100 donation from his employer.

Thousands 
of farm 
fi sh escape 
into loch
MORE than 5,000 fish have 
escaped from a freshwater trout 
farm into Loch Awe.

A hole in a new net was found 
on Thursday afternoon during 
routine weekly checks.

Farming director for Dawn-
fresh Alison Hutchins said it was 
the site team at the Braevallich 
farm who found the hole along 
the seam in a net only installed 
in November 2017.

‘The team immediately fixed 
the problem and notified Ma-
rine Scotland, before inspecting 
all of the other nets on the farm, 
finding no further problems. 
Using specialised equipment 
to count the fish in the net, 
regrettably we estimate that 
5,400 fish have escaped into 
the loch. These fish are all bred 
as Triploids so are sterile and, 
thus, unable to breed.  The local 
fisheries board has also been 
alerted,’ she said.

Ms Hutchins added: ‘We 
would usually expect a net such 
as this to last between five and 
seven years so, as this one  was 
only installed in November 2017, 
the manufacturers have already 
been on  site to remove the net 
to determine if it might have had 
a fault of some kind, as other 
likely causes such as predators 
are highly unlikely at this site.’

Keith Macmillan, on behalf 
of the Friends of Loch Etive,  
said: ‘Triploid or not, non-native 
farmed rainbow trout, if they 
escape, compete for food with 
native salmon and sea trout in 
Loch Etive and predate upon 
juvenile wild salmon.

‘With the salmon run on the 
River Awe being the lowest ever 
recorded in 2017, the wild stocks 
can ill afford another Dawn-
fresh escape. This is another in 
the very long line of escapes on 
Loch Awe and Loch Etive.’

This trial 
processing 

plant at 
Cononish is a 
smaller scale 
than what is 

proposed.

Council vote narrowly opposes 
Knapdale windfarm after split

Launch event scheduled for 
Oban as a University Town

ARGYLL and Bute council-
lors split equally in a vote on 
whether to oppose or support 
a Knapdale wind farm with 
turbines ‘eight metres short of 
the Blackpool Tower’.

However, the committee 
chairman gave the casting vote 
to oppose it.

EDF Energy Renewables 
(EDF ER) applied to build Ai-
righ Wind Farm, composed of 
14 wind turbines up to 145m tall 
and each generating 50.4-58.8 
KW, in a ‘bowl-like’ area 8.4km 
south-west of Tarbert. The site, 
accessed via the Alt Dearg 
Wind Farm entrance near 
Inverneill on the A83, requires 
30km of track.

Argyll and Bute Council is a 
consultee since applications to 
build onshore power stations 
generating more than 50MW 
require the consent of the Scot-
tish Government.

Planning officers recommend-
ed councillors on the Planning, 
Protective Service and Licens-
ing (PPSL) Committee object 

due to ‘unacceptable, adverse 
and cumulative’ visual impact 
on Knapdale’s landscape, 
viewed from West Kintyre, 
Islay, Jura and Gigha.

Earlier in January, the PPSL 
agreed to a site visit before con-
sidering its response, and met 
last Friday to vote. Chairman 
David Kinniburgh, seconded 
by Councillor Jean Moffat, 
moved that the council object 
to the plan, but the meeting ad-
journed for councillors George 

Freeman and Richard Trail to 
table an amendment urging the 
committee to support it.

Their amendment stated the 
‘landscape impact is minimised 
given that the site sits lower in 
the landscape due to the sur-
rounding topography’ and that 
‘it does not have a significant 
adverse visual impact on the ap-
preciation of South Knapdale’.

Furthermore, ‘the distance 
from existing wind farms is 
substantial, which minimises 
the cumulative impact that can 
be perceived. Given that the 
proposed wind farm will sit in 
a bowl, it will not extend the 
cumulative visual impact from 
Kintyre into Knapdale’.

Committee members split 4:4 
in the vote, with councillors 
Kinniburgh, MacMillan, Moffat 
and Redman voting to object, 
and councillors Blair, Freeman, 
Taylor and Trail in support. In a 
tie the casting vote goes to the 
chairman, David Kinniburgh, 
who voted for the motion to 
oppose the wind farm.

David Kinniburgh.

OBAN as a University Town 
(OAUT) will be officially 
launched at the Corran Halls 
from 11am to 7pm, on Thursday 
March 1.

The event will offer local peo-
ple the chance to help shape the 
project and be part of growing 
Oban’s economy, making the 
town busy all year round and 
creating more choice for young 
people.

The OAUT partners – the 
University of the Highlands and 
Islands, Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) UHI, 
Argyll College UHI and Ballet 
West, as well as Oban High 
School, BID4Oban, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Skills De-
velopment Scotland, Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise – will 
be on hand to discuss what is 
currently on offer, how things 
are developing and what is being 
planned for the next five years.

This is an opportunity for 
individuals, community groups, 
businesses and present and 
future students to drop by the 
Corran Halls to share their 

views and ideas with the pro-
ject’s working groups.

There will also be a chance 
to help decide on the OAUT’s 
logo and, from 5.30pm, to enjoy 
light refreshments prepared by 
Argyll College UHI catering 
students in Oban.

A special session will run 
alongside the event, aimed spe-
cifically at enthusing primary six 
and seven pupils about exciting 
subjects that they might want to 
study in Oban when their time 
comes to develop their own 
education training and careers.

At 5.30pm, the Oban Univer-
sity Town event concludes with a 
short programme of local guest 
speakers lending their support 
to the project’s main focus – 
that of providing an outstanding 
student experience in Oban 
which will, in turn, contribute 
to the economic and population 
growth of the area, enhance 
creativity and innovation and 
encourage local businesses to 
flourish.

For more on the OAUT pro-
ject go to www.obanunitown.
org. #LoveLearningLoveOban

SAMS at Dunsta� nage has built an enviable reputation.

Welcome to our world
Set in 153 acres of magni� cent rural Perthshire, 
yet easily accessible from elsewhere in Scotland, 
Strathallan School is an outstanding place to learn 
with some of the � nest facilities of any school in 
Scotland. 
The School has a great blend of local, national and 
international pupils and celebrates the di� erent 
interests and cultures our international pupils 
bring. 
Where learning comes to life 
As well as achieving exceptional academic 
standards, we foster a lifelong enjoyment of 
learning. Our highly committed teachers are also 
involved in sports coaching and other activities 
and the bonds built outside the classroom have 
profound educational bene� ts. It’s no surprise that 
many of our pupils move on to top universities like 
Oxford, Cambridge and Edinburgh.
Where everyone’s involved in the life of the school
More than 60% of our pupils are boarders so there’s 
always a lot going on. That’s a big advantage for 
day pupils who stay well into the evening and are 
fully involved in the myriad of activities available. 

Where talent turns to achievement
Champions - Strathallan’s 1st XV made history 
winning the U18 Scottish Rugby Schools’ Cup for 
the � rst time. The nurturing environment and 
comprehensive development programme created 
by our Director of Rugby and the coaches has put  
Strathallan � rmly on the map as one of the top 
development schools for rugby in Scotland.
All pupils regularly take part in a variety of sports. 
We also run a comprehensive programme for elite 
athletes. 
In the Expressive Arts, there are many oppor-
tunities to develop creative talents in a variety 
of musical ensembles, in our theatre and in our 
state-of-the-art dance and drama studio.
Where belonging is forever
Strathallan provides an exceptional educational 
experience for boys and girls aged 9 to 18. It's a 
school where e� ort is rewarded and where pupils 
are given the time and encouragement to grow 
into capable, con� dent young men and women 
who are ready for the challenges that lie ahead.
Interested in being part of our world? 
Why not come along and meet the pupils, sta�  and 
parents at our next Information Morning, register 
now at strathallan.co.uk
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS of Argyll 
and Bute’s young people were  rec-
ognised at an award ceremony in 
Helensburgh.

A total of 24 finalists recently 
attended the 2018 Argyll and Bute 
Youth Awards in the Victoria Halls 
for what was a ‘very humbling and 
proud evening’.

The winners were: Duke of Ed-
inburgh Outstanding Achievement 
Award: Ellen Kennedy, Mull; Unsung 
Hero Award: Keira Rutherford, 
Rothesay; Youth Entrepreneur 
Award: Chris Berrall, Helensburgh 
and Lomond; Youth Volunteering 

Award: Alexander Anderson, Mull; 
Health and Well-being: Ciaran 
MacKenzie, Helensburgh; Youth 
Environment Award: HELP commu-
nity Taskforce, Dunoon; Citizenship 
Award: Jamie Murray MSYP, Rothe-
say; Youth Arts Award: Into the Light 
– Beth Qualter and Holly Smith, Mid 
Argyll, and Sporting Award: Cliona 
and Nuala McCheyne, Dunoon.

Attending the awards, leader of 
Argyll and Bute Council councillor 
Aileen Morton said: ‘We have so 
much to be proud of in Argyll and 
Bute and our young people are a 
huge part of that. That’s why it’s a real 

pleasure to recognise the contribution 
they make to life in our communities 
through the Argyll and Bute Awards 
2018. These awards are much more 
than a way of highlighting the many 
achievements and successes of Argyll 
and Bute’s young people. They tell our 
young people that they matter – that 
what they do make a difference to life 
in Argyll and Bute.

‘They show our young people they’re 
valued and have a key role to play in 
making Argyll and Bute a really great 
place to live, learn, work and visit. 
Congratulations to everyone who 
participated in this year’s awards.’

FÈIS na h-Apainne returned last Saturday and attracted 
adults and children keen to learn a new musical skill.

Among the tutors were Alasdair Murray of Skipinnish, 
Andrew Macdonald, who tours with his own ceilidh 
band, and Kate MacPherson, a piper who attended the 
feis as a youngster.

Held monthly in Strath of Appin Primary School, the 
feis will return on Saturday March 3.
Appin SWI
THE 25TH Appin Scottish Women’s Institute annual 
quiz night took place earlier this month.

On Friday February 2, Jessie MacKenzie welcomed 
everyone to Appin Hall for the event, before handing 
over to Doreen Evans, quiz master for the evening.

After five rounds of questions, everyone stopped for 
tea and, suitably refreshed, it was on with the second 
half.

While the scores were being counted, the raffle was 
drawn, after which the quiz results were announced.

The winning team was Sheila Lawrie, Marian Stee-
man, Richard Bourne and Sandy Lawrie. The runners 
up were Rhona Dunn, Annie Mack, Myra MacDougall 
and Beth Parkin.

Jessie thanked everyone who had helped to make it 
such an enjoyable evening with a special mention to 
Doreen and Roger for compiling the quiz. The evening 
raised £380 for institute funds.

The Robert Nairn Trio played at the monthly Inveraray 
and District Accordion and Fiddle Club gathering. 

To celebrate 20 years of Harry Potter, Tiree primary 4 to 7 pupils were treated to a Hogwart’s themed event earlier this 
month. A representative from library services came into school looking magical in her Harry Potter out� t. Every pupil 
had the chance to wear the sorting hat and be put into a Hogwart’s House. Each pupil was then given their own Harry 

Potter name. Teams worked well together on a word search challenge. The winning house was Hu�  epu� .

Adults and children enjoyed Fèis na h-Apainne.

Appin
OBAN Bridge Club enjoyed 
a night out on Wednesday 
December 13 at the Olive 
Garden in Oban, with more 
than 40 members enjoying 
festive fare followed by a 
fun bridge evening.

The new year has started 
well with the Oban club 
managing to hold club 
nights and competitions 
despite some bad weather, 
with only the occasional 
meeting disrupted.

A beginners’ class contin-
ues on Tuesday evenings 
under the skillful tutoring 
of David Marshall and 
Catherine MacGregor.

Sessions in Dalmally 
continue and good progress 
is being made under the 
advice and guidance of 
John Raymond and Nina 
Graham.

Recent results:
Children in Need, Novem-

INVERARAY and District Accordion and Fiddle Club 
got its season off to a good start with a good crowd 
turning up at the Inveraray Inn to hear the Robert Nairn 
Trio.

Fyne Folk opened the evening with a selection of Scot-
tish waltzes and popular pipe marches. Sally Hall, Alex 
John MacLeod and Jake MacKay were on fiddle, joined 
by Calum Satchel from Dunoon, who came along for a 
tune. Agnes Liddell was on keyboard. Colin Sutcliffe, on 
melodeon, gave nice selections from south of the border 
and across the Irish Sea.

Jake MacKay on ‘moothie’, with Agnes on keyboard, 
opened the second half with two pipe marches and Colin 
played another couple of sets.

Robert Nairn, from Acharacle, on button box, was 
accompanied by his brother Alan on drums and Andrew 
MacDonald from Inverlochy on midi accordion. They 
delighted the audience with a superb selection of sets – 
20 in all. Chairman Niall Iain MacLean thanked all the 
artistes for another great night, just before Inveraray was 
plunged into darkness thanks to a power cut.

Next month, the club is looking forward to the welcome 
return of the Hector MacFadyen Trio from Oban.

A warm invitation is extended to accordionists and 
fiddlers of all ages to go along to the Inveraray group’s 
monthly gatherings.

Inveraray

Achievements recognised at 2018 youth awards

Tiree pupils celebrate 20 years of Harry Potter

ber 13:  1 North-South Pam 
McGuire and Sue Pollard 
62.08 per cent. 1 East-West 
Nina Graham and John 
Raymond 66.25 per cent. 
The evening raised  £140 for 
Children in Need.

Bill Campbell Trophy, No-
vember 22: 1 Pam McGuire 
and David Watkins 69.34 
per cent; 2 Brian Rattray 
and Gordon Brechin 65.77 
per cent; 3 David Pollard 
and Jack Suchodolski 58.63 
per cent.

Norvite Simultaneous 
Pairs, January 17: Congrat-
ulations to Wilma Frew 
and Allistair Duff who 
came eighth (North-South) 
overall with 2,500 points 
and Neil Fraser and Alison 
Dunn who came 10th (East 
-West) overall with 500 
points and second on the se-
lected board (EW) winning 
£25. 

Congratulations also to 
David Pender and Allistair 
Duff who finished third 
out of 724 pairs playing in 
the British Winter Pairs on 
January 10. A great result 
for them and the Oban club.

Bobby Allan Trophy, Jan-
uary 25: 1 North-South, Da-
vid Marshall and Catherine 
MacGregor 58.33 per cent; 
1 East-West, Nina Graham 
and John Raymond 62.5 per 
cent.

Eight members from the 
Oban club attended the 
Firth of Clyde Congress at 
Irvine, January 26-28, with 
impressive results. Alison 
Dunn, Joey Duncan, Jack 
Suchodolski and David 
Pollard won the teams of 
four final and Catherine 
MacGregor and David 
Marshall were second in the 
pairs final. Catherine and 
David, with Margo McIn-

tyre and Sandy Murray, 
also won the team second 
consolation final.

West District Simulta-
neous Pairs round two, 
February 8: With a good 
showing from the Lochgilp-
head visitors, Elma Wilson 
and Willie Smith came first 
North-South, 57.14 per cent, 
and Libby Mochrie and 
Campbell Young second 
East-West, 57.14 per cent, 
with Alison Dunn and Neil 
Fraser, Oban, heading the 
East-West teams with 63.99 
per cent.

Upcoming events: Charity 
Challenge, Thursday March 
8; Easter Pairs Wednesday 
March 14; West District 
Pairs round three, Monday 
March 26.

All Oban matches are held 
in St Columba’s Cathedral 
Hall, 7pm, unless otherwise 
stated.

New year starts well for Oban Bridge Club

VIEWS are wanted on a possible £150,000 scheme to 
create more space at Seil Community Hall.

The popular hall which opened its doors in 2008 is the 
hub of the community but is fast running out of room 
because it is used so much, says its chairman Seumas 
Anderson.

Yoga clubs, a choir, natural history group, art club and 
toddlers group are just some of the organisations using 
it every week.

To help fund the hall, its committee runs a monthly 
lottery. A number costs £12 for a year for 12 draws and 
the lucky winner gets a first prize of £50. 

If the first number drawn is unallocated there is a roll 
over. Mr Anderson said the hall had become a victim 
of its own success and the time had now come to think 
about making it bigger.

‘We are short of storage. We knew this would be the 
case. It’s our number one issue and we need to address it 
by finding out what people think.

‘We’d like to enhance what we’ve already got and that 
would include more storage and another meeting room 
but it will cost a lot of money, between £150,000 and 
£200,000. It’s difficult to make storage sound sexy but 
it’s storage we need.’

To find out more about the hall and get in touch go to 
seilhall.org.uk/news/

MORE volunteers are needed to help ‘wake-up’ a 
dormant community trust.

Islanders from Seil and Easdale met to discuss the idea 
of setting up a new community development trust but 
by the end of lively talks, decided to look at reviving an 
already existing organisation - the Kilbrandon Trust - 
which helped to build Seil Community Hall.

Kilbrandon trustees will now set a date for a new meet-
ing to explore how the trust can find ways to help the 
community it covers be the best possible place to live, 
work and do business in.

Retired island GP Dr George Hannah, one of the trus-
tees, said more help was now needed to boost the trust.

At the end of last week’s meeting, a number of people 
had come forward to volunteer their help and some had 
offered to become trustees, said Dr Hannah.

‘We will need a chairman, secretary and a treasurer. 
Anyone who wants to find out more about the trust and 
get involved can contact me. They will know where to 
find me,’ he said.

The idea of the meeting last Thursday at Seil Com-
munity Hall had been to gauge public feeling for a new 
development trust.

All local groups were invited to send a representative to 
hear from Catherine McWilliam from The Development 
Trusts Association Scotland - and then have their say.

In 2016, as part of a forward planning initiative, a 
survey was sent out to homes in the area asking what 
people thought about setting up a development trust and 
to identify priorities.

At that time about 50 locals signed in favour of setting 
up a new community trust in Seil and highlighted sea 
access and paths for safer walking as potential projects.

Two groups were formed to begin work on the projects 
but they had to be put on hold when it became obvious 
that being able to apply for and secure funding would be 
crucial to them being a success.

A member of the public at last Thursday’s meeting said: 
‘There seems to be broad support for the Kilbrandon 
Trust which could take us forward. It does have history, 
a constitution and has already delivered a successful 
project.’

Community councillor Anne Robin, who was also at 
the meeting and part of the forward planning initiative, 
said: ‘The Kilbrandon Trust has been dormant but it 
looks now as though it’s about to be woken up.’

Seil and Easdale

Search on for volunteers 
to ‘wake-up’ island trust

Feedback sought on Seil 
hall extension plans

Wrong to close tourist 
centres
IT IS a curse of the modern hi-tech age in 
which we live that machines are taking over 
many of the roles traditionally filled by people.

So it should probably come as little surprise 
that VisitScotland, the national tourism 
authority, is planning to close a number of its 
tourist information centres, particularly in 
remote and rural locations. However, I would 
argue it is wrong to do so.

Yes, some people will access the information 
they need online but thereby hangs an unfath-
omable condundrum: in the remote and rural 
locations, there is often no connection to the 
internet. And that causes a major headache for 
our vital tourism businesses. If people cannot 
access their information online, and the Vis-
itScotland tourist centres are closed, where are 
visitors supposed to find the information they 
need about accommodation providers, hospi-
tality businesses, activities, places and so on?

The bottom line is VisitScotland is trying to 
cut costs, but at what price?

It says a reduction in footfall at the tourist 
information centres over recent years is the 
reason for closing the units, which include 
Inveraray, Tarbert, Campbeltown, Tyndrum, 
Callander, Dunoon, Fort Augustus, Strontian, 
Castlebay and Lochmaddy.

I accept footfall may have dropped but would 
counter that these centres remain crucial to the 
tourism sector in Argyll, Kintyre, Lochaber 
and the isles.

The industry is vital to the economic prosper-
ity of our area, being a major employer, and has 
been enjoying boom times in recent years.

Yet it is also a potentially fragile sector where 
a perception, spread by word of mouth, that we 
are not a good place to visit can have a lasting 
and deleterious impact.

We must do everything we can to give visitors 
the best experience possible and have them 
heading home cheering our area to the rafters.

And that means we need tourist information 
centres in all these key locations.

VisitScotland should reconsider these dam-
aging closures.

Gaelic teacher should be 
granted a visa
THERE have been well-documented problems 
for a while now with the recruitment of people 
for key roles in some schools across our area.

Among the positions which have proved 
intractably difficult to fill is that of a Gaelic 
teacher at Bunessan Primary School on the isle 
of Mull.

It should not be so. Argyll and Bute Council 
has an excellent candidate who is desperately 
keen to teach the language to children at 
Bunessan.

The problem is she is Canadian and our 

Home Office in London has denied her a visa 
to work here.

You couldn’t make this one up.
Sìne Halfpenny studied at Sabhal Mór Ostaig 
on Skye and was the only applicant for the post 
at the new Gaelic unit, where children from 
three families have already been enrolled.

Sìne was offered the job subject to her visa 
application, but the Home Office had rejected 
her visa because ‘she did not meet the salary 
requirements as stipulated by the UK govern-
ment’.

Scotland’s Deputy First Minister John Swin-
ney has intervened by writing to the Home 
Office asking for the decision to be reversed.

But our useless Immigration Minister Car-
oline Nokes has refused even to consider the 
request because Mr Swinney is not an MP.

Ms Nokes and the Home Office need a lusty 
and swift kick up their collective rear end.

Reasons for blind date 
disasters
I DON’T know how many of you have ever 
been on a blind date but - from my email inbox 
- research has been carried out into why so 
many go wrong.

Among the reasons given are:
‘A much older woman than I expected turned 

up and her false teeth fell out!’
‘I arrived to find my blind date was my sister.’
‘My blind date ate leaves from the doorway 

and the contents of the ashtray!’
‘I met a girl in a local pub as arranged, and 

she brought her parents.’

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4 HB.

Oban’s tourist information o�  ce.
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Big predators for the Small Isles?
AS A HISTORIAN, I am 
often asked why rural Scotland 
attracts so many wacky charac-
ters and their quirky schemes.

Is it because many of today’s 
politicians and absentee land-
owners, who have the wealth 
and influence to impose their 
beliefs on us, think we are 
careless and neglectful of 
our environment, or simply 
that they see the land we live 
in as some vast, empty labo-
ratory in which they can play 
God?

It would take more than half 
a page of The Oban Times to 
list all the freaks and follies 
that have been foisted on the 
West Highlands and islands 
in the past 200 years.

If these were confined to pub 
and dinner party chatter they 
would be harmless but, when 
government agencies start 
indulging self-delusionists 
and romantic visionaries by 
encouraging them to meddle 
without due regard to the loss 
of a recognised country way 
of life or an area’s cultural 
heritage, then questions must 
be asked.

The latest fashionable 
wheeze is ‘rewilding’, which 
means restoring an area of 
land to its natural unculti-
vated state and reintroducing 
species of wild animal which 
disappeared hundreds of 
years ago. At its most extreme, 
rewilding implies zero-inter-
vention by humans, but no 
matter how hard anyone may 
try, it is almost impossible to 
find unaltered landscapes in 
Europe, including Scotland, 
that have not been interfered 
with by man.

Sadly, most wilderness fans 
tend to forget, or ignore this, 
because it doesn’t fit their 
ideology of recovering Eden. 
Even in remote areas, reintro-
duction of certain elements of 
a fully-functioning ecosystem 
is impossible, because key 
species are extinct and so a 
substitute has to be brought 
in.

A new conservation organ-
isation set up by Paul Lister, 

owner of Alladale Estate 
in Ross-shire, is once again 
pushing against the Land 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, 
which gives everyone rights 
of access, by advocating the 
reintroduction of dangerous 
predators.

The European Nature Trust 
(TENT) has joined forces 
with a London-based group 
to promote Lister’s dream of 

having wolves running wild 
on his 50,000-acre Highland 
wilderness reserve.

TENT’s full consultation pa-
per, published by Community 
Land Scotland, claims that, 
thanks to hundreds of years 
of human pressure, the Scot-
tish Highlands has lost most 
of its original native forest 
cover and several indigenous 
animals. The solution, it says, 

is blanket woodland, guarded 
by large-scale predators such 
as lynx, wolves and bears.

On the Morvern peninsula 
and elsewhere in Argyll, thou-
sands of acres of some of the 
finest food-producing land in 
Scotland are already being 
cleared of sheep and cattle. 
Deer are being slaughtered 
in their hundreds; high fenc-
es, funded by eye-watering 

Forestry Commission grants, 
are going up without the ap-
plicants being means-tested, 
and speculation about which 
species will be introduced, is 
rife.

Local people are beginning 
to ask why deer that have 
lived in the region for the 
past 10,000 years are being 
sacrificed for a species which 
no one will see until they start 

killing domestic stock and 
ground-nesting birds, which 
are already in decline.

Two weeks ago, a leading 
UK newspaper carried a 
biased article on rewilding 
in which Paul O’Donoghue, 
chief scientific officer for the 
Lynx  Trust, is reported as 
saying that there is a stone on 
the island of Eigg with a lynx 
carved on it, implying that 
these beasts once lived there.

The slab, one of two frag-
ments of a cross-shaft of late 
ninth century date, has been 
studied by staff of the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland. They say it shows 
a hunting scene depicting 
a horse and rider, hounds, 
a bull, eagle, boar and a 
lion. The eagle is probably a 
white-tailed one but what Dr 
O’Donoghue thinks is a lynx 
is a lion clearly identified by 
its mane. Lions were popular 
with early craftsmen not 
because they were present at 
the time, but for their biblical 
connection.

Despite all the twaddle 
about lynx, references to 
them are extremely rare in 
Scotland. They do not appear 
in Gaelic literature and, in 
all the prehistoric sites that 
have been excavated in the 
Highlands in the past century, 
I can find one mention only of 
a lynx. This was allegedly the 
skull of a northern lynx, one 
of six species of the Eurasian 
lynx, which turned up more 
than a century ago in a cave 
near Inchnadamph in Assynt.

Why is an important British 
daily newspaper, based in 
London, bolstering the case 
for introducing lynx to the 
West Highlands and Islands 
by drawing attention to the 
Eigg carving? Does the editor 
believe the ensuing fracas 
will increase his sales, or can 
it be the directors of the Isle 
of Eigg Heritage Trust, who 
have surpassed themselves in 
getting all manner of grants 
since they acquired the island 
in 1997, have entered into a 
pilot scheme with the Lynx 
Trust?

TENT claims huge annual 
sums could be generated by 

rewilding through part-time 
jobs, school experience 
programmes, visitor accom-
modation and nature-friendly 
consumer products.

And why not? On the face of 
it, the islands of Eigg, Muck, 
Rum and Canna, with their 
caves, sheep, rabbits, deer 
and few humans, would make 
ideal homes for lynx. More 
importantly, once released, 
they would be unable to 
escape.

Another haven, which would 
lend itself to a few predators, 
is the uninhabited Shiant Isles 
in the Minch owned by Tom 
Nicolson, son of old Etonian 
Lord Adam Nicolson, who 
spends a few weeks a year in 
Morvern.

Adam is a well known writer, 
noted for his wonderful book, 
Sea Room about the Shiant 
Isles, in which he disarm-
ingly describes himself as an 
‘English toff’. Nicolson, who 
is a self-confessed rewilding 
enthusiast, managed not long 
ago to ease £900,000 from 
RSPB Scotland and SNH 
for an eradication scheme to 
clear an estimated 3,600 rare 
black rats thought to have 
arrived on the main Shiant 
island from an 18th-century 
shipwreck. At £250 a pop, 
that’s serious cash.

Stalkers, farmers and croft-
ers are rightly worried about 
large carnivores attacking 
and killing sheep, but seem 
confident that rewilding will 
not happen. Unless they join 
forces with other professional 
land-users, it will undoubted-
ly slip through.

The armed forces have al-
ways maintained Highlanders 
prefer to be led rather than 
to lead, but when they do 
produce a leader, he is usually 
exceptional.

The martial spirit has almost 
gone from these parts. If the 
dreamers are to be stopped, 
farmers, crofters and natural-
ists living among us – many 
in tied cottages – will need 
to put aside their fear and 
modesty and speak out.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Exhibition shows silver lining 
from Roman occupation years
A MAJOR exhibition of Scot-
land’s early silver comes to 
the Museum nan Eilean in Lews 
Castle, Stornoway, from May 
3 to June 23 on a Scottish tour, 
displaying  a hoard of coins 
unearthed at Storr Rock on the 
Isle of Skye.

The Scotland’s Early Silver ex-
hibition, currently on display 
at the National Museum of 
Scotland in Edinburgh, includes 
fascinating objects and shows for 
the first time how silver, not gold, 
became the most important pre-
cious metal in Scotland over the 
course of the first millennium 
AD.

The exhibition includes the 
recently unveiled Dairsie hoard, 
which dates to the late third cen-
tury AD and is the earliest 
known example of hacksilver 
from anywhere beyond the Ro-
man frontier.

Also on its first full public 
display is the Gaulcross hoard, 
discovered in Aberdeenshire 
in 2013. Since its excavation, 
research has revealed striking 
similarities with another find, 
from Norrie’s Law, in Fife. Both 
hoards have been re-dated to the 
fifth or sixth centuries AD, and 
show for the first time how ear lier 
Roman silver was recycled and 
repurposed over the centuries.

By the early medieval peri-
od, silver was being made into 
new power symbols, including 
massive silver neck chains. These 
striking objects are unique to 
Scotland and show both the 
importance of silver and the 
amount that was available in 
parts of Scotland – the heaviest 
is made from almost 3kg of silver.

The exhibition, produced 
by the National Museums of 
Scotland, is supported by The 
Glenmorangie Company. The 
basis for this association is the 
eighth-century Hilton of Cadboll 
Stone, on display in the National 
Museum of Scotland’s Early 
People gallery. The Hilton of 
Cadboll stone was discovered 
on land once owned by The 

Glenmorangie Company near 
its distillery in Ross-shire, and a 
design on the stone is the inspira-
tion for the brand icon adorning 
Glenmorangie’s whiskies.

The Glenmorangie Research 
Partnership, which was launched 
in 2008, has over three phases 
revealed new insights into the 
Early People of Scotland. The 
next phase of research moves fo-
cus from the first millennium 
AD to examine the archaeolog-
ical evidence from the medieval 
kingdom of Scotland during 
the ninth to 12th centuries, which 
underpins the formation of the 
Scottish nation state.

The work will address impor-
tant questions about how the 
kingdom of Scotland was created 
and its connections with the 
Anglo-Saxon world, Ireland and 
Scandinavia. The results of the 
research will be published in a 
new book.

Alongside the exhibition 
tour and the new research, the 
partnership will see the intro-
duction of the Glenmorangie 
Commission, in which contem-
porary craftspeople working 
in silver will be invited to submit 
designs taking inspiration from 
the collections from the period 
ninth to 12th century AD. The 
winning design will be commis-
sioned for Scotland’s national 
collections and the final piece 

will go on display in the National 
Museum of Scotland’s Art and 
Design galleries.

Scotland’s first silver came as 
coins and small dress accessories 
from the Roman world. Roman 
frontier diplomacy used pay-
ments of silver coins to buy peace 
and allies beyond its frontiers. 
This early silver coinage could 
not be spent beyond the frontier, 
but it was not just melted down 
– it was used by local elites to 
impress rivals and make gifts to 
the gods, hoarded and buried in 
the ground.

Local attitudes changed with a 
shift in Roman policy – the em-
pire began to use ‘hacksilver’ for 
these transactions. Hacksilver 
refers to objects literally hacked 
into pieces, converted from 
beautiful treasures into raw  sil-
ver  bullion. Roman silver began 
to be melted down and made into 
new, local power symbols. This 
was the start of generations of 
recycling this valued material.

After hundreds of years of re-
cycling the same silver, supplies 
became scarce and diluted, de-
based by bronze added to make 
limited supplies stretch further. 
The first new sources of silver in 
almost 1,000 years arrived with 
the Vikings, and the exhibition 
ends with objects illustrating the 
new ideas that came with these 
new metal supplies.

MORVERN LINES
IAIN THORNBER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Dr Martin Goldberg, curator at National Museums Scotland, 
with one of the National Museum’s most treasured objects, 

the Monymusk Reliquary, which will be part of the next major 
research project in partnership with The Glenmorangie Company.

Clockwise from the top: would Eigg make an appropriate 
home for lynx? Photograph: Iain Thornber

The carved stone on Eigg showing a lion, top right. 

Photograph: Historic Environment Scotland

The remote and uninhabited Shiant Isles would make a 
predators’ haven. Photograph: Iain Thornber
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Days gone by – 1995

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint
OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

All smiles back in December 1995 were these ladies, who were members of the Oban branch of the Royal British 
Legion, as they served soup and and sandwiches.

Last week we published a photograph of Oban High School football team from 1958, with one man described as 
‘unknown’. Reader Robert Kennedy, who now lives in Inverness, was in touch to say: ‘I was delighted to see this picture 

which was actually taken four years before my birth but I wanted to furnish the name of the “unknown man” in the 
photograph. This was my father – Thomas Kennedy (known as Tom). He sadly passed away in June 2005 at the age of 
83. The picture is taken in Riverside Park, Kinlochleven. I presume my dad had arranged a match between the young 

Oban High School team and a Kinlochleven School team. He also used to do a bit of refereeing in his later football days 
so he might have been the referee for the match. My father was a well-known footballer in the Lochaber area and was 
renowned as a proli� c goalscorer. I have many stories which were handed down to me from my dad about all the old 
football teams around this era. At one time there were more than 10 teams in Kinlochleven village alone whilst the 

aluminium smelter was in full force.’

Social media

As we have reported on many occasions in recent 
times, this has been a boom period for the tourism 

sector in Argyll and  the Isles, particularly, perhaps, in 
the Oban area.

And as we have reported previously, the positive 
economic outlook has been reflected with a number 
of investments, including the proposed construction of 
an 81-bed Premier Inn hotel on the site of the former 
indoor bowling facility in the town.

Now Argyll and Bute Council has invited expressions 
of interest from developers to build multi-storey car 

parks and hotels on the existing car parks in Albany 
Street, Tweeddale Street and Oban Esplanade.

Not surprisingly, the news of the development has 
been broadly welcomed by civic and tourism leaders.

This is a very interesting initiative which should greatly 
benefit Oban in the first instance but the tourism sector 
as a whole across the wider Argyll area and the isles, as 
well as helping to solve problems with a shortage of car 
parking in Oban and resultant traffic congestion. 

We look forward to seeing the plans put forward by 
any potential investors.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

THE British honours system is a 
realm of much debate but the merits 
and flaws of that system, of royalty 
and of the British Empire are not the 
subject of this piece.

What there is no doubt about is that 
the awarding of OBEs and MBEs 
is a very effective way to recognise 
valuable contributions to our society 
made by many whose work may never 
otherwise be officially acknowledged.

Last Thursday, February 8, Gaelic 
singer Kenna Campbell travelled to 
London to receive an MBE. 

This is a shining example of an hon-
our being granted to a most deserving 
recipient in recognition of a lifetime of 
invaluable work. 

Given ‘for services to the promotion 
of the Gaelic language, music and 
Gaelic-medium education’, this award 
is a very fitting acknowledgement of 
Kenna’s lifelong and constant com-
mitment to her language, music and 
culture.

I am lucky to have known Kenna for 
many years and have witnessed first 
hand her unfaltering commitment to 
song, music and language, and her 
dogged determination and steadfast 
attitude in protecting and promoting 
these ingrained passions.

I first met Kenna when I was nine 
years old and attending the Barra 

Fèis. From my initial impression of her 
as a being ‘a bit scary’, we have over 
the years become very good friends. 

Kenna had been involved in setting 
up the very first Fèis Bharraigh in 1981 
and the success of these early events 
led to the entire Fèis movement that 
has been so important a contributory 
factor in the resurgence of Highland 
music that we are now witnessing.

It was during my student years at 
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music 

and Drama that I got to know Kenna 
well, as she was a lecturer there. As 
my initial impression of her when I 
was nine suggests, Kenna can appear 
to be a very intimidating character, 
but along with her strong presence of 
gravitas is a wicked sense of humour, 
a warm kindness and an ability to en-
courage others, that combined creates 
a unique and special human being. 

These characteristics, coupled 
with her passion for Gaelic culture, I 
believe, are what have allowed Kenna 
to be so effective in the work that this 
recent award recognises.

Entire cultures can be resurrected 
and advanced by the deeds of a small 
but determined number of unique in-
dividuals whose work and passion can 
act as a catalyst for others to follow. 

Kenna Campbell is among that very 
special number who have worked de-
terminedly against the tide of cultural 
and linguistic depletion and have now 
turned that tide in our favour.

If the Gael is to endure as a living, 
breathing race, there is a long road of 
hard work ahead. 

However, among others, Kenna 
Campbell has shown what can be 
achieved and it gives me great pleasure 
to congratulate her on receiving her 
MBE and being officially recognised 
for her part in providing a guiding 
light to her people.

I hope Prince Charles was not too 
nervous when presenting Kenna with 
her MBE.

Discriminated against 
by major retailers
Sir,
I would like to support Martin Laing 
(At Random, The Oban Times, Febru-
ary 8) and the news story in the same 
issue regarding this problem.

I tried to order online from Currys 
PC World in the week between Christ-
mas and New Year, more than £600 
worth of goods to take advantage of 
their usual post-Christmas sale.

The website did not recognise my 
PA34 postcode and gave me a number 
to call to sort the situation. I called 
the number and was advised that they 
had an IT problem with PA postcodes 
which had existed for several weeks 
before Christmas, and it should be 
resolved in the next few days. Over the 
following four weeks I continued to try 
to place my order without success, and 
made several additional phone calls to 
be told the same story.

On losing patience, I again contact-
ed the customer service department 
stating that it was ridiculous that they 
could not accept my order over the 
phone, and was told in a very patronis-
ing manner that they did not deliver to 
Scotland, far less PA34 as previously 
advised. I told them that this could not 
be true as they had several stores in 
Scotland, and one in the PA postcode 
area. I was again told that they did not 
deliver to Scotland.

I emailed Currys’ customer service 
complaining about the situation and 
received a reply which stated that, 
as it was an internal matter, they 
would investigate but not give me any 
feedback. I further complained that 
this was unacceptable and was told 
I should contact Trading Standards, 
which I intend to do. I asked for a 
contact to take the matter further 
within Currys, and was given a phone 
number, which has not been answered 
on each of three attempts to call.

I would concur with Martin Laing’s 
suggestion that no one should deal 
with any companies who discriminate 
by refusing to deliver to any postcode 
areas in Scotland.

I placed my orders with another 
company, John Lewis, and when there 
was an issue with delivery dates, they 
have offered a goodwill gesture to 
compensate my inconvenience. This 
is the sort of customer service I would 
expect from a reasonable company – 
not the dismissive discrimination I 
received from Currys.

Eric Chapman,
by email.

Forestry not to blame 
for state of roads
Sir,
I was alarmed to read Ian Reid’s letter 
in The Oban Times (‘Public pay the 
price for forestry operations’) sug-
gesting that the damage to the roads 
in recent months is due to increased 
timber haulage.

This is a completely false conclusion 
and, sadly, one which rears its ugly 
head from time to time in various 
communities throughout Argyll, Lo-
chaber and other rural areas.

The B8001 between Kennacraig and 
Claonaig has not been used for timber 

haulage in recent months and large 
sections of the Tarmac have broken up 
in the month since Christmas.

The recent very wet weather (rainfall 
is now 25-30 per cent higher than in 
the 1970s), frost and thaw, increased 
bus frequencies and size, increased 
HGV size generally, heavy cranes 
(up to 80 tonnes) and wind turbine 
transport vehicles are all contributory 
factors to the present state of much of 
our roads network – as is the lack of 
maintenance of roadside drains and 
blocked-off lets which result in water 
sitting on the road instead of running 
off.

Over the past 20 years many thou-
sands, if not, millions of lorry miles 
have been removed from public roads 
through the Scottish Timber Trans-
port Scheme which provides funding 
for coastal shipping, in forest link 
roads and support to local councils to 
upgrade minor roads for timber and 
other heavy traffic.

For Mr Reid to suggest we leave the 
trees on the hillside is a sad reflection 
of the dedication of those who plant-
ed and maintained our forests as a 
renewable, sustainable and endless 
resource of great value to everyone 
in the UK – where we still import 75 
per cent of our timber products. How 
much longer can other countries give 
away so much wood?

J Robin Dixon,
Cairnbaan.

An alternative view 
of democracy
Sir,
Is it the intention of your columnist 
and sometime letter writer Iain 
Thornber to mislead your readers or is 
it just that he has an alternative view of 
democracy from the rest of us?

His most recent claim is that the re-
sult of 71 per cent in favour of the new 
deal in a contract poll of GPs spon-
sored by the BMA and the Scottish 
Government was ‘a nonsense’ because 
only 20 per cent voted.  Leaving aside 
for the moment the fact that he is, let’s 
be kind and say, mistaken in this, the 
actual turnout was 39 per cent.

This follows his letter regarding the 
Ulva buyout where he suggests that 
the views of eight members of the 
community council (elected unop-
posed – ie, no one voted for them) who 
voted 7:1 against the buyout should 
take precedence over a ballot with a 
63.6 per cent turnout run by the Elec-
toral Reform Society resulting in 63.9 
per cent favour of a buyout.

The mention of elected unopposed 
community councillors is for context 
only and should not be taken as a crit-
icism.

I can only conclude that a vote is 
only democratic if it coincides with Mr 
Thornber’s view.

Colin Morrison,
by email.

GFG deserves credit 
for investments
Sir,
I write with regard to the front page of 
the Lochaber Times (February 1) criti-
cising GFG for sidelining councillors, 

community councils and trusts. From 
my years of experience of Kinlochlev-
en Community Trust, Kinlochleven 
Community Council and councillors 
in Lochaber, I can fully understand 
why GFG might sideline councillors, 
trusts and community councils if they 
get treated like I have been – ie being 
ignored.

I know GFG will make Lochaber a 
better place to live and work, and will 
support and help new business, not 
ignore them.

GFG gets jobs done, which is the 
reason it is very successful.

My faith is in GFG in helping and 
supporting my company locate to 
Lochaber.

Robert McClymont,
Kinlochleven.

Dreaming of creating 
a plastic-free Oban
Sir,
I’m 67 years old. I’m not quite as old 
as plastic but almost all the plastic that 
has ever been made was made during 
my lifetime. And almost all of it still 
exists: every plastic teaspoon, piece 
of clingfilm or nylon shirt that I have 
ever used probably still exists. Why 
should I worry? What can I do?

We should all worry. Plastic has 
entered the water supply and the food 
chain. We don’t yet know what the 
consequences for human health will 
be but it’s unlikely to do us any good.

We see clearly now the damage 
plastics do to marine life and to the 
environment but are making and 
using more and more plastic every 
year. Only a very small proportion of 
plastic made ever gets recycled. In the 
UK alone, 16 million plastic bottles – 
which could be recycled – are put into 
the ordinary bins every day.

We can all make a difference. It 
won’t solve the problem of what has 
already been dumped but each one 
of us could help a little. We can use 
a re-usable water bottle and fill it at 
home from the tap or from a filter 
jug. In the UK, we don’t need to buy 
bottled water at all.

Each one of us can ask cafes, snack 
bars or chippies for fibre or paper 
cups, wooden stirrers or chip forks, 
as not every cafe, restaurant  or bar in 
Oban has stopped using plastic.

Oban is the first many visitors see of 
the Highlands and islands and, after 
eating or drinking on the go, the vis-
itor has to dispose of the containers, 
forks, stirrers that their food/drink 
was served in. I haven’t seen anywhere 
for visitors to put plastic or cardboard 
for recycling along any of the main 
streets so it all goes in the same bin 
and then to landfill or seagulls.

The government has given us a great 
opportunity by choosing to hold a ma-
rine plastic summit in Oban on June 
18. By then, led by The Oban Times, 
we could have made commitment to 
try to get Oban recognised as having 
a plastic-free coastline, or we could 
just commit ourselves to reducing 
single-use plastics and pick up plastic 
when we see it on the street or on the 
beach. Either way, we’ll be demon-
strating that we do care and that we 
can make a difference.

Phil Hamerton,
Corran Esplanade, Oban.

Our story this week about Argyll and 
Bute Council facing a £27 million 
funding gap has been the cause of 
comments.
James Strang: ‘They could sell the 
marina and building on the pier to start 
then cut some managers.’
Andy MacArthur: ‘A questionnaire is 

not a consultation nor does it imply 
consent to service cuts.’
Colin Martin: ‘We know, for example, 
that the condition of our road network 
matters hugely to local people and 
businesses.
‘What planet is she living on, a road 
network that doesn’t damage vehicles 

due to disrepair should be a minimum 
requirement for council services not a 
choice!’
Peter Taylor: ‘Not really surprising. 
They’ve been aware of a competency 
gap for at least a decade...a funding 
gap and a services gap are the most 
obvious results of that.’

‘S FHADA BHO CHUALA mi 
beachd gun robh seòbhanachd fhear 
nas bitheanta ann an Alba na an 
àite sam bith eile. Gu cinnteach bha 
boireannaich na dùthcha seo, anns an 
fharsaingeachd, a’ frithealadh nam 
fear gu ìre millidh agus leisge. 

Tha amharas agam fhìn gun robh 
ceangal aig a’ chleachdadh seo ri mar 
a bha teagasg nan eaglaisean a’ cur 
dleastanas ùmhlachd air mnathan 
dhan cuid fhear. Tha mi toilichte 
gum bheil cùisean ag atharrachadh 
ged a tha cuid a bhoireannaich a tha 
‘s dòcha a’ toirt cus smachd dha fir 
fhathast.

Ceud bliadhna air adhart bho fhuair 
a’ chiad bhoireannaich cothrom 
bhòtaidh, nach iad na mnathan 
gaisgeil sin a sheas còraichean 
co-ionannachd an aghaidh siostam 
a bha cho mì-chothromach a tha 
airidh air cuimhne agus spèis. Mar 
iomadh cuspair a’ dèiligeadh ris an 
dùthaich seo fhèin ’s e glè bheag a 
chuala an ginealach agamsa mu na 

suffragettes ann am foghlam sgoile, 
agus tha e smaointinneach da-rìribh 
a bhith a’ faicinn ’s a’ cluinntinn mar 
a tha mì-chothromachd fhathast ann 
am beatha làitheil mhnathan, gu 
sònraichte a thaobh ìre thuarastalan 
agus chothroman cosnaidh. Le aithne 
gum bheil seanfhaclan a’ sealltainn 
lèirsinn linntean a chaidh romhainn, 
bidh mi tric a’ toirt sùil air na tha a’ 
nochdadh fo chuspairean àraid, agus 
tha dearbhadh gu leòr air an tuigse a 
bh’ ann air buaidh dàlach. An rud san 
tèid dàil thèid dearmad. 

’S e meathadh gach cùise dàil! Is fad 
an dàil on oidhirp.

Tha sinn eòlach gu leòr air mar a tha 
innleachd dàlach ga chleachdadh ann 
an caochladh shuidheachaidhean san 
latha an-diugh agus tha deagh thuigse 
aig mòran air mar a bhios daoine agus 
coimhearsnachdan a’ call an cuid 
spionnaidh agus spàirn mar a thèid 
ùine seachad gun adhartas. Bidh mi 
fhìn tric a’ gabhail fìor iongnadh mun 
ùine gun chiall a bhios cùisean-lagha 
a toirt a’ tighinn air adhart, agus gu 
tric na daoine a tha a’ sireadh dìoghal-
tas a’ bàsachadh fhad ’s a tha iad a’ 
feitheamh. Am bheil da-rìribh feum 

air uimhir de dh’ùine deasachaidh neo 
an ann a dh’aon ghnothach a thathas 
a’ leigeil le cùisean fuarachadh mun 
tèid èisteachd cùrtach a dhèanamh?

Am bheil an lagh lapach aig aman-
nan? Fiù ’s nuair a cho-dhùin cùirt gun 
robh còir aig Comhairle Baile Ghlaschu 
co-ionannachd tuarastail is chòraichean 
obrach a thoirt dha na mnathan obrach 
aige, bliadhna air adhart tha an dàil a 
chuir e air cùisean a’ dol fhathast agus 
boireannaich a’ fulang ana-ceartas. 
Ach ma tha gliocas anns na seanfhacail, 
tha dòchas dha na mnathan san fhear 
seo. Ruigidh dàil doras. Nach math 
gum fosgladh sin romhpa.

IF SCOTLAND IS a last bastion of 
chauvinism maybe it isn’t surprising 
that some women are still battling for 
equality of opportunity and employ-
ment conditions here. 

But it is surely wrong that a public 
body such as Glasgow City Council 
prevaricates when a court of law ruled 
that it should implement equal pay 
and conditions for female employees.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk .

Kenna Campbell’s honour was a 
richly deserved award.
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.

Thursday February 15
Bridge of Orchy to 
Eas Urchaidh
This is a linear walk suitable for all 
weather. It a� ords good views of 
Glen Orchy and its impressive riv-
er. Finish at splendid waterfalls, 
the Eas Urchaidh.

Start from the CP just S of the 
Bridge of Orchy Hotel, NN297395. 
Head NW on a short footpath 
to cross the bridge over the 

River Orchy. Turn S on the track 
alongside the river and follow it 
past Inverveigh going gradually 
uphill, SW along the forested 
lower slopes of Glen Orchy. The 
track narrows to a mountain 
bike trail LR, which makes a 
semi-circular detour to cross the 
Allt Coire Bhiocair by a ford at 
NN250359. It continues SW to 
the Allt Broighleachan. Cross the 
burn on a bridge to reach the 
forest track alongside it. Follow 
the track down to the waterfalls 
and the bridge across the River 
Orchy. Transport required from 
the Eas Urcahaidh CP.

Grade: L; Distance: 12km; 
Height to climb: 200m; Map(s): 
LR50, EX377. Meet at Longsdale 
car park, Oban, at 9.25am or 
Glencoe village car park at 
9.55am. Start of walk at 10.30am. 
Leader: Graham Innes 01631 
562290 or 07767 714503.

Saturday February 17
Beinn Fhada and Stob Coire 
Sgreamhach, Glen Coe
An interesting approach, up the 
nose and along the crest of the 
� rst of the ‘Three Sisters’ of Glen-
coe, leads to a shapely Munro at 
the head of the Hidden Valley.

Start from the CP o�  the A82 
at the foot of the Lairig Eilde at 
NN187562. Take the path SW 
and cross the Allt Lairig Eilde 
(stepping stones). 

Head W up the slope towards 
the series of rock buttresses that 
form the � ank of the nose of 
Beinn Fhada. 

Pass to the right of the � rst 
buttress, turn left and climb up 
steeply SSW on a ramp below 
the foot of the second buttress. 

At the top of the ramp, easier 
ground leads W up to the crest of 
the ridge. 

Follow the ridge SW over 

several summits to reach the � rst 
Top, 931m, then the second Top, 
Beinn Fhada, 952m. Descend SW 
to reach a narrow col at 902m, 
the foot of the NE ridge of Stob 
Coire Sgreamhach. 

Direct onward progress is 
obstructed by a vertical rock 
pillar. Pass to the left along the 
base of the pillar for a few metres 
to reach a groove slanting back 
rightwards up the rock. 

Climb the groove to reach 
easier ground on the crest of the 
ridge and scramble to the sum-
mit of Stob Coire Sgreamhach, 
1,072m. 

Descend the SE ridge to a col 
at 741m alt, just before a small 
summit. Turn NE and descend 
steep slopes to the � oor of the 
Lairig Eilde and follow the path 
back to the start.

The route may be changed 
or modi� ed in response to the 

weather and snow conditions on 
and preceding the day.

Grade: S; Distance: 11km; 
Height to climb: 1,000m; Map(s): 
LR41, EX384. Meet at Glencoe 
village car park at 8.45am. Start 
of walk at 9am. Leader: Ian Moir 
07973 836498.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club. If 
anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquir-
ies@nevishillwalking.club.

Sunday February 18
Beinn Challuim, Tyndrum.
Start the walk at the parking 
by Auchertyre Farm and follow 
the West Highland Way towards 
Kirkton farm. Just before the 
Kirkton farm, there is a track 

going up the hill, cemetery with 
two large trees on your left. This 
track crosses the railway at a 
level crossing — apparently it is 
not permitted to use the bridge 
further east. 

Across the railway line there is a 
faint path taking you up the hill 
following the deer fence. There 
are a couple of stiles you need 
to cross and the ground is boggy 
so you may want to cross the 
lower level fence to avoid some 
of the peat hags but you can also 
go around these without much 
e� ort. 

The path eventually leaves the 
fence and turns ENE and then N 
up to the south top which has a 
cairn at 998m. 

From the south summit care 
is needed in mist, as the ridge is 
split in two by a cleft. Head W a 
short distance crossing the cleft 
and onto the ridge, follow the 

ridge on the W side N. The ridge 
descends brie� y before the � nal 
ascent to the main summit of Ben 
Challum.

From here you can head NW 
down the ridge to Bealach Gh-
las-Leathaid and turn W crossing 
the Allt Gleann a Chlachain and 
on to the track that takes you 
back to the starting point. But 
this is quite a steep and in parts 
rocky descent and care must be 
taken in winter. 

The burn may also be too di�  -
cult to cross but you can follow 
it on the E side to nearer the 
sheilings where there is a bridge. 
If not possible, retrace your route 
back down which gives some 
lovely views.

Distance: 12km; Height to 
climb: 900m.    Suggested by 
Suggested by Toril, John and 
Robert; coordinated by Suzanne 
Theobald.

MSPs urged to look at 
closure of tourist offi ces
AN MP has called for an 
investigation into the closure 
of tourist offices in rural areas 
where the impact is greatest.

Nearly two-thirds of Scot-
land’s tourist information 
centres are due to close as part 
of ‘radical’ plans to change the 
service. VisitScotland said 39 of 
its 65 centres would shut over 
the next two years, leaving 26 
‘high impact regional hubs’.

Tourist office closures include 

Inveraray, Tarbert, Campbel-
town, Tyndrum, Callander, 
Dunoon, Fort Augustus, Stron-
tian, Castlebay and Lochmaddy.

VisitScotland argued that 
there had been a significant 
decline in the number of tour-
ists visiting their information 
centres, and that it amounted 
to a 58 per cent drop in footfall 
over the past 10 years.

It also said two out of three 
visitors to Scotland were now 
accessing information online, 
and that £10 million would be 
invested in digital activity and 

new regional hubs. The 26 re-
gional hubs will operate in loca-
tions of greatest visitor demand, 
such as Oban, Craignure, Fort 
William, Bowmore, Portree and 
Brodick, and offer information 
about attractions across wider 
regions.

However, Western Isles MP 
Angus Brendan MacNeil, in 
a letter to the chairwoman 
of Holyrood’s committee on 
culture tourism, Europe and 
external affairs, Joan McAlpine 
MSP, has asked for the impact of 
the closure of tourist informa-

tion centres to be investigated.
Mr MacNeil said: ‘A 70-mile 

stretch of my constituency cov-
ering a number of islands will 
go from having three tourist 
information offices to having 
none.

‘VisitScotland appears to have 
decided to close tourist offices 
purely on the basis of footfall 
without regard to the geography 
of the area or to the number of 
visitors compared to the size of 
the resident population.

‘Castlebay tourist office [on 
Barra] had 17,000 visitors in 

2016 – 17 times the population 
of the Isle of Barra. Lochmaddy 
saw 6,000 visitors, more than 
four times the number of resi-
dents. 

‘With few other sources of in-
formation in these rural areas, 
the impact on tourism could be 
substantial.

‘I have asked Joan McAlpine 
and her committee to look 
into how VisitScotland made 
its decisions and the impact on 
tourism in remote and rural ar-
eas such as the islands of these 
cuts.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Wolverines 
enjoy snow
WOLVERINES pair Tina and 
Xale have been enjoying the 
thick layer of snow which has 
fallen at RZSS Highland Wild-
life Park.

The duo were introduced in 
2015 and soon became parents 
to the � rst wolverine kits to be 
born and reared in Scotland 
and only the third litter in the 
UK.

Wolverines were once native 
to the British Isles, before be-
ing hunted to extinction 8,000 
years ago. They are well suited 
to the cold temperatures of 
their native range with long, 
dense fur which doesn’t retain 
water, making it very resistant 
to frost, and broad, hairy paws 
which allow them to move 
easily over deep snow.

The species, also known as 
‘the glutton’ or ‘skunkbear’, 
are the largest member of the 
Mustelidae family, which in-
cludes weasels, stoats, badgers 
and otters. They are noted for 
their great strength and � erce 
nature, and have the ability to 
kill prey many times their size.

Rare spider found in Loch Ness ‘lost world’
ARACHNID experts have hailed the ‘spectacular’ discovery of a rare 
high-altitude money spider in a mini-forest in the Great Glen.

The discovery of an adult male of the species  Hilaira nubigena, 
at Trees for Life’s Dundreggan Conservation Estate in Glenmoriston, is 
the � rst record of the spider west of the Great Glen for 25 years.

The spider has been recorded from damp moorland above 400m 
and up to 700m, but little is known about its habits. It may be char-
acteristic of high-altitude habitats such as ‘montane woodland’ – a 
waist-high mini-forest found on mountainsides, which is home to a 
unique range of species. 

The discovery of Hilaira nubigena and other montane spiders adds 
to Dundreggan’s reputation as a biodiversity-rich ‘lost world’.

Survey shows red 
squirrels rallying
SCOTLAND’S red squirrel 
population has stabilised, ac-
cording to an annual survey.

Since 2011, Saving Scotland’s 
Red Squirrels has been moni-
toring squirrel populations in 
the parts of the country where 
reds are most under threat from 
the spread of non-native greys.

Grey squirrels, which were in-
troduced to Britain from North 
America in the 19th century, 
out-compete red squirrels for 
resources, and can also carry 
squirrelpox, a virus that doesn’t 
harm them but is deadly to reds.

The 2017 survey results show 
that red squirrel populations 
have remained stable in the past 
year, a sign that, with continued 
effort from conservationists and 
volunteers, their decline can be 
halted.

Mary-Anne Collis, red squir-
rel conservation officer for Ar-
gyll, the Trossachs and Stirling 
said: ‘In the central lowlands, 

red squirrels are holding their 
ground and as a result we’ve 
started to see them in areas 
where they haven’t been seen 
for a long time. This is particu-
larly noticeable to the south and 
east of Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park, which 
is now predominantly a red-only 
zone.’

Dr Mel Tonkin, Saving Scot-
land’s Red Squirrels project 
manager, added: ‘Unfortunately, 
red squirrel numbers have 
continued to fall in parts of the 
Scottish Borders, especially 
since the arrival in Berwickshire 
of the deadly squirrelpox virus 
from south of the border in 2011.’

Squirrel populations are sur-
veyed using feeder boxes placed 
in the same areas of woodland 
each spring. When a squirrel 
visits a feeder box, a sticky tab 
collects some of its hair, which 
can then be identified under a 
microscope.

Scottish Calendars 2018

£4.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW
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SUPPLYING TRAILERS SINCE 1980

CARAVANS FOR SALE

Trailer Centre, Oban Tel: 01631 563638
trailwest@talktalkbusiness.net

Towbars supplied 
and fi tted

WHEELS,TYRES, 
BRAKES, BEARINGS, 

LIGHTS FROM 
STOCK.

Trail West

Motorhomes for hire     www.motorhome-scotland.co.uk

Trail West have been trading in Lochavullin Estate since the summer of 1983
The range of trailers and spare parts has steadily expanded in that time and 

they now have an extensive range of trailers for transporting everything from 
boats, vehicles, diggers, horses, sheep, cattle, building materials, garden waste, 
� rewood, tools & equipment and even light aircraft!

Their parts store is crammed with replacement parts to keep all makes of 
trailers on the road, a real Aladdins cave for anyone who tows.

Tow-bar � tting , caravan and motorhome servicing and motorhome hire are 
all part of the range of services provided at Trail West.

DON’T WASTE 
A GOOD CAR - 

USE A 
TRAILER

EXTENSIVE 
STOCK OF 
TRAILER 
PARTS

SUPPLYING TRAILERS SINCE 1980
AN 

ALADDIN’S 
CAVE FOR 
ANYONE 

WHO 
TOWS

CARAVAN/
MOTORHOME 

SERVICING AND 
REPAIRS

Built on the site of a 
former loch, there’s 
a sea of successful 
businesses operating 
from Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate.

From garages to 
computer services, 
fabricators, a popular 
fast food van and The 
Oban Times, this busy 
corner of Oban has a 
range of services on 
o� er.

From servicing, 
MOTs and diagnostics 
to brakes, tyres and 
exhausts, you can � nd a 
solution to any motoring 
problem on Lochavullin 
estate.

Look no further than All 
Cars and Commercials, 
Munro’s and LMS Auto 
Services, which are 
among the most tried 
and trusted garages 
in the town and have 
a range of services 
available.

All Cars and Com-
mericals are vehicle 
diagnostics specialists 
and Michelin tyres main 
agents.

Munro’s services and 
repairs all makes of 
vehicles, so don’t hesitate 
to book your car in.

And you will also be 
treated with expertise at 
LMS Auto Services.

If it’s a trailer or trailer 
parts you are after, visit 
Trail West.

This long-established 
company also o� ers tow-

bar � tting, caravan and 
motorhome servicing 
and motorhome hire.

Carpet and Flooring 
Services has everything 
you need to improve 
your home or business. 
The � rm can supply and 
� t all kinds of � ooring, 
from luxury carpets to 
laminates and wooden 
surfaces.

But what about the 
hi-tech world in which 
we live and for which you 
might require profession-
al help?

Well, for those complex 
computer problems, 
from PC health checks 
to broadband issues, 
you can rely on the 
best advice from Oban 
Computer Services.

The Oban Times, the 
local newspaper for the 
West Highlands and 
Islands, has had a base in 
Lochavullin for decades 
and was one of the � rst 
businesses to open 
premises on the estate.

And if you � nd yourself 
a bit peckish after all 
the time you have spent 
at Lochavullin, you can 
guarantee being well fed 
at Dougie Dan’s. He will 
supply hot and cold rolls, 
soup, tea, co� ee and soft 
drinks, and all his meat is 
locally sourced.

So before you seek 
solutions further a� eld, 
� nd out what’s on your 
doorstep in Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate.

Out and about in Oban

Lochavullin 
Industrial 
Estate

2

6

15

7

4
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The ‘stay 
at home’ 
campaign is key 
to preventing 
the spread of 
illnesses such 
as � u nad 
norovirus ”

Yvonne Blainey

Scottish Calendars 2018

£4.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

Behind the scenes at Atlantis
Changing rooms fundraising

Your donations and support of our 25th year anniversary events 
means we have £4,500 to spend upgrading our wet-side disabled 
changing next month. This will be a showcase for the finish we will 
be hoping to achieve throughout the wet-side facilities. Fundraising 
for our £100,000 target is ongoing.

Recycling takes a new turn
With all the news on plastic littering our oceans, Cafe Atlantis is 

now providing wooden knives, forks, spoons and paper straws and 
sandwich boxes for takeaways.

Celebration events are being planned
We are currently planning a celebration of tennis in partnership 

with Oban Tennis and Squash Club, Active Schools and Oban High 
School. The celebration will see three days of activity for all ages in 
April to launch the spring tennis season.

New equipment for 
gymnastics children

New equipment is expensive but 
the success of the new gymnastics 
sessions in 2017 has enabled 
Atlantis to buy a new competition 
beam for our gymnastics chil-

dren. This will help our instructors offer a top quality gymnastics 
experience to more than 70 children a week.

Sta�  and community skills development
There’s been more training going on in the background with our 

in-house pool lifeguard trainer assessor providing a week-long 
course qualifying a variety of people to become lifeguards this 
month. We employ more than 20 lifeguards at Atlantis.

We have expanded our level two qualified Oban swim school 
team with Irene Livingstone and Julie Fairbrass, who join our team 
providing swimming lessons to more than 450 children per week.

In partnership with Oban Tennis and Squash Club we are funding 
Gregor Brydon to undertake his level two tennis coaching qualifica-
tion while he is at university. We look forward to him providing top 
class tennis lessons this summer.

Eliska, our fantastic Zumba instructor, has branched out and is 
now fully qualified to teach Body Balance.

Nearly there with loan application
You may remember some time ago we mentioned a loan we were 

applying for from Resource Efficiency Scotland to, among other 
things, upgrade the centre’s lighting to LED which will save us on 
power costs. Well, we’re nearly there and hope to be able to an-
nounce approval for the loan in the next BTS.

Completed this month
Following all the positive comments of the soft seating we added to 

the cafe last year, we have ordered two more settees. The cafe now 
also offers superfast internet following an upgrade to equipment.

The sports hall was completely re-sealed over the Christmas break 
ensuring it is fit for another two years of hard work with all of those 
feet running around on it.

Over the coming year The Oban 
Times will be running a series of fort-
nightly articles championing the work 
carried out by Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) in 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles locality.  

Each article will feature a specifi c ser-
vice provided by the HSCP and will focus 
on the staff who provide that service and 
the role they play in making a positive 
difference for the people living in Oban 
and surrounding areas.

This week we look at the work of the 
infection control nurse for Argyll.

YVONNE BLAINEY is based in 
Oban and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership. Her role includes 
prevention, investigation and control of 
infection regionally and locally and she 
is also responsible for monitoring lab-
oratory results to check for infections 
and outbreaks.

She also ensures staff working within 
other parts of the Argyll and Bute area 
are up-to-date with infection preven-

tion training as well as new infection 
prevention and control initiatives.

Yvonne’s role is pivotal to the health 
of communities, patients and visitors 
across Argyll and Bute.

Yvonne has lived in Oban all her life. 
She loves Oban and only ever imagines 
living somewhere hot in mid-winter 
although that’s only a fleeting thought 
as she could not leave her home town.

The challenges facing an infection 
control nurse in Oban are, in many 
cases, the same as those facing a nurse 
in the city but the remote and rural 
nature of Argyll and Bute brings its 
own challenges and complexities.

Yvonne left Oban in 1986 to start 
nurse training and returned to her 
home town in 1991 as an enrolled 
nurse. She then went on to work in 
Dalintart hospital in Oban and studied 
to become a staff nurse.

In 1995, she moved to theatre duties 
when the Lorn and Islands Hospital 
opened and worked in theatres/
endoscopy for 20 years dealing with 
routine and emergency situations with 
other colleagues to save and improve 
people’s lives.

After the birth of her third child, 
Yvonne took a career break and then 
started her position as an infection 
prevention and control nurse in August 
2016. As part of this role, she continues 
to study towards a master’s degree in 

infection control 
at the University 
of the Highlands 
and Islands and 
also still works 
one day a week 
in theatre when 
required.

Yvonne nor-
mally works 
office hours but 
has to be flexible 
to meet the de-
mands of emer-
gencies or travelling distances. She 
manages to coordinate her daily duties 
by the use of digital technology and 
finds it is relatively easy to prioritise 
on a daily basis between routine and 
immediate tasks.

A daily plan of events may, however, 
change instantly in response to an 
emerging situation and routine work 
may need to be shelved until later.

It can also be challenging covering 
a large geographical area and making 
sure that all hospital and community 
staff are receiving equal attention. 

When visiting 
one hospital, she 
still has to main-
tain contact with 
all the others 
and the lack of 
a mobile signal 
in some areas of 
Argyll and Bute 
can be challeng-
ing as she has 
to continually 
monitor labora-
tory results.

She also has to educate staff and 
give advice on patient care. 

She said that as a healthcare profes-
sional patients were always her priority 
and kindness was most important for 
patients. 

No matter what qualification or posi-
tion, possessing a smile costs nothing 
and can mean everything to a patient, 
visitor or colleague, along with good 
quality individual care, patient safety 
and good teamwork.

Living in Oban, Yvonne finds it diffi-
cult at times to switch off at the end of 

a shift, as working and being a resident 
means she knows many of the patients 
and their families personally. She relies 
on her faith, family, exercise, husband’s 
jokes and support from colleagues to 
get her through these difficult days.

Yvonne has also given some advice 
on dealing with winter ailments and 
self-managing winter bugs. 

‘Although it seems like a harsh mes-
sage the “stay at home” campaign is key 
to preventing the spread of illnesses, 
such as flu and norovirus,’ she said.

‘Washing hands, using tissues and 
covering your mouth and nose when 
coughing and sneezing are also really 
important.

‘Although most healthy adults will 
recover quickly from these infections, 
elderly and already sick people can 
become very ill so it’s really important 
that we protect them. Stay at home, 
drink plenty and rest is best.

‘We all have a part to play in infection 
prevention.’

Yvonne also advised people to visit 
nhsInform.scot website for self-care 
advice and information.

Oban nurse has infectious 
enthusiasm for her post

Yvonne Blainey is Oban born and says she can’t imagine living anywhere else.

Oban man prepares to run Edinburgh 
marathon in memory of mum Janice
AN OBAN man is set to run the 
Edinburgh marathon to raise 
money for the Macmillan Day 
Care Cancer Unit in memory of 
his mum, Janice.

Stuart Alexander has already 
raised £1,130 for the unit that 
made a ‘massive difference’ to 
his mum’s life.

The 21-year-old said: ‘I have 
decided to run the Edinburgh 
marathon on May 27 to raise 
money for the Macmillan Day 
Care Cancer Unit at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

‘My mum sadly passed away 
in November of last year after a 
long battle with cancer.

‘The Macmillan Day Care 
Unit provided my mum with 
constant support over the last 
few years, offering help and 
making a massive difference to 
her life.

‘She deeply appreciated their 
work and spoke very highly of 
the nurses and the care and at-
tention they provided. The last 
few months were particularly 
difficult for our family and the 
assistance from the day care 
unit was invaluable.

‘This is a great service for 
people and families affected 
by cancer within Oban and 
the surrounding area. It is a 
great cause, and support of 
any amount would be greatly 
appreciated.’

To donate, visit www.justgiv-
ing.com/fundraising/stuart-al-
exander5

Do you have a story to 
tell? Call our newsdesk 

on 01631 568000.
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Thursday 
15th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Netherlorn Piping 
Society 
Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls
7.30pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY

Friday 

16th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Lorn Archaelogical & 
Historical Society
St Columba’s Catherdral 
Hall
7.30pm-9pm

Oban Dance Academy - 
Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
6 pm – 8 pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
LIve Music with Tweed 
from 9pm
Free entry

Saturday 
17th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Dance Academy – 
Musical Theatre Class
Glencruitten Church Hall
10 am – 12.30 pm

Cearcall Còmhraidh 
(Gaelic Conversation 
Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre, 
12pm-1.30pm

Valentine Tea Dance
Glencruitten Church Hall
2 pm – 4.30 pm

Red Hot Chilli Pipers
Corran Halls, Oban
Tickets 28 +£1 booking 
fee
Doors Open 7pm

Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall 
7.30pm

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
LIve Music with Rolling 
Drones from 10pm
Free entry

Sunday 
18th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Sunday 
18th February

Live Music & Entertain-
ment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 
per team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Hill Walk
Tyndrum, Crianlarich
All Day

Monday 
19th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Oban Photographic 
Club Meeting
Regent Hotel
7.15pm-9.30pm

Tuesday 
20th February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Irish Dancing Classes
St Columba’s Cathedral 
Hall
4.15pm-5.45pm

Wednesday 
21st February

Intermediate Food 
Hygiene
Argyll College
9am-11am

Gaelic Drama Workshop
Furan Gaelic Centre, Oban
7 pm – 8.30 pm

WHAT’S ON 
I N  O B A N

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

The Oban Times supports local charities 
and not-for-profit event organisers

Let us know about your forthcoming event to appear for 
free in our listings, in association with Oban Town Diary.

We have reduced our community noticeboard box adverts 
to just £10 plus VAT (where VAT is applicable) 

Put your event in front of 25,000 readers and also see 
what we can offer you by promoting your event online 

– we have more than 11,000 followers on Facebook and 
36,000 monthly visitors to www.obantimes.co.uk
It pay to advertise with The Oban Times – first for 

community news, business news and events  throughout 
Oban, Lochaber and the West Highlands.

Contact Nadine or Rhona on 01631 568000

> radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 15 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 15 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Eileanan Fraoich – Rathlin 
(rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt)  
19.55   ÙR | NEW: FilmG – Dhèa-
nainn Sùgradh
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00     ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie 
21.50 Belladrum2017: The 
Pretenders (rpt)   
22.40 ÙR | NEW: Fleasgaich an 
Iasgaich – competitive � shing 
around the world
23.25 Air an Rathad (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 16 GEARRAN
FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là - News  
19.25 ÙR | NEW: Pro 14 Live 

Rugby – Glasgow v Cheetahs
21.30    Kerry is Kirsty: Srath 
Narann
22.00   FilmG 2018 (rpt)
23.00   Rathad na Deighe (rpt)
23.45   Belladrum 2016: Cridhe 
Tartan – Bwani Junction (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 17 GEARRAN
SATURDAY 17 FEBRUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.35 Machair (rpt)
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish 
Premiership: Hibs v Aberdeen
20.00  Aibisidh – Quiz Show (rpt)
20.30 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt) 
21.00  ÙR | NEW: Celtic Connec-
tions: Bothy Culture and Beyond
22.35 Belladrum: Cridhe Tartan – 
Gru�  Rhys (rpt)
22.45 FilmG - Coileach Peucaig 
(rpt)
22.50    FilmG – An Sgoil Bheag 
Mu Dheireadh (rpt)
22.55    Scottish Premiership: 
Hibs v Aberdeen (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 18 GEARRAN
SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
17.05     ÙR | NEW: SPFL Challenge 
Cup – Inverness Caledonian Thistle 
v Crusaders FC
18.30     Seachd Là
19.20    Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
20.30  Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd (rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2017: Na  
Pretenders
22.50 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
Lau (rpt)
23.00 Rathad na Deighe (rpt)
23.45    FilmG – Briste (rpt)
23.50    FilmG - Dheanainn

DILUAIN 19 GEARRAN
MONDAY 19 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Caistealan Alba (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55   Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)

20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Kerry is Kirsty: 
Ben Dobhrain gu Loch Lìomhann
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Trusadh – Traisg 
is Càisg
22.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
22.30 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 20 GEARRAN
TUESDAY 20 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
18.55 Eileanan Fraoich – Rathlin 
(rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55    Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  Leugh Mi 
21.00 A’ Ghàidhealtachd (rpt)  
22.00 Trusadh – Traisg is Càisg 
(rpt)
23.00 Òran na Mnà (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 21 GEARRAN
WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.05 Caistealan Alba (rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt) 
19.55 ÙR | NEW:  FilmG - Briste
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 North Coast 500 – Le Anne 
Lundon 
21.00 Opry an Iúir (rpt)
22.00    Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.30    Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
23.00    DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.45    Hebridean Celtic Festival 
– Gru�  Rhys (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 22 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 22 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Eileanan Fraoich – Lismore 
(rpt)
19.30   Speaking our Language 
(rpt)  
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa
21.00     ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie 
21.45 Belladrum 2017: Feeder 
(rpt)   
22.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Fleasgaich an 
Iasgaich – competitive � shing 
around the world
23.20 Hebridean Celtic Festival - 
Lau (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad (rpt)

Events may charge. Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.

To list your event, please call  01631 568000

Rock� eld hosts � nale 
of ‘Journeys to the 
Little Bay’ project
FOR the last six 
months, The Rockfield 
Centre has been funded 
to run a project focusing 
on journeys and travel 
to the Little Bay – an 
t-Oban.

This Friday and Sat-
urday, February 16-17, 
sees the finale of the 
project and culmination 
of a lot of hard work.

A monthly series 
of ‘Blethers’, already 
established, has seen 
many locals and visitors 
taking part in remi-
niscences of days gone 
by, often with much 
hilarity, argument and a 
few tears.

Many of these folk 
have been recorded in 
conversation, capturing 
for posterity their 
unique view of Oban 
when they were young 
and leaving everyone 
with a wonderful insight 
into the town’s social 
history of the time.

Catherine Coleman, 
now Drummond and 

in her 90s, has been 
tracked down to Dun-
fermline. As a girl of 19, 
she worked as a radio 
operator and decoder 
in Dungallan House 
during the war. 

She was billeted in 
Burnbank House, 
sharing a room with five 
other girls and cycled to 
work every day to deci-
pher coded messages.

Catherine’s memory 
is as sharp as it was 
then and she will be 
visiting Oban to share 
her memories on Friday 
February 16 at a special 
‘Blether’ Session. 

The event is being 
held from 2-4pm and 
will be accompanied 
by tea, coffee and a 
mouth-watering array 
of goodies from volun-
teer bakers.

On Friday evening, 
from 7-9pm at the 
Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, three eminent 
former pupils of Oban 
High School - William 

Gillies, James Hunter 
and Janet MacDonald 
- will talk about their 
memories. 

Each travelled to 
school in the ’50s and 
’60s by train, boat and on 
foot, and will regale the 
audience with tales of 
these days – sometimes 
humorous, sometimes 
sad and sometimes 
downright criminal.

Donald Meek was 
due to join the trio but 
is unfortunately indis-
posed, but has promised 
to come for a ‘Blether’ 
next month and talk 
about MacBraynes.

On Saturday, between 
noon and 4pm, the final 
exhibition will be open 
to all. 

Audio clips of many 
of the conversations 
recorded will be availa-
ble to listen to and film 
memories of steamers, 
trains and other forms 
of transport will run 
alongside a range of 
photographs.

Panels, telling the 
story of many of Oban’s 
visitors – from stone-
age hunter gatherers in 
MacArthur’s Cave to 
Mendelssohn and Turn-
er in Victorian times 
– will complement work 
carried out by school 
pupils while researching 
their families’ stories. 

Photographs showing 
Oban landmarks ‘before 
and after’ will be dis-
played and appropriate 
musical interludes will 
pepper the proceedings 
during the afternoon.

This project has been 
made possible by gen-
erous funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the centre’s heritage 
hunters have worked 
tirelessly to make it a 
huge success.

Thanks are due, in 
particular, to Jamie 
Yates whose enthusiasm 
and imaginative ideas 
have opened up the 
great potential that is 
waiting to be explored.
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 local events

Ballet West 
dancers 
reach out  in 
Corran Halls 
performance

MORE than 100 
dancers from Taynuilt’s 
Ballet West took to 
the stage in the Corran 
Halls last week when 
they performed Giselle 
ou les Wilis.

Students, together 
with outreach pupils, 
showcased the produc-
tion last Thursday.

Gillian Barton, Ballet 
West’s principal says: 
‘For students on HND 
and degree courses, our 
popular annual tours 
provide invaluable ex-
perience in performing 
for audiences in many 
different venues across 
Scotland. It is an es-

sential element of their 
training as dance artists 
of the future.

‘Our classical ballet 
tours provide a won-
derful opportunity 
for students to dance 
alongside experienced 
professional dancers. 
The high artistic stand-
ards achieved in our 
productions never fail 
to attract appreciative 
audiences of all ages.’

Giselle is described as 
a ballet-pantomime. It 
was first performed in 
Paris in 1841. 

Daniel F Job’s chore-
ography for Ballet West 
is based on the revivals 

of Marius Petipa.
Kate Little, from Oban 

was among the cast of 
dancers. Kate is now a 
second-year student on 
the BA Hons degree 
course, having started 
out on Ballet West’s 
Outreach programme.

Sharing the lead role 
of Giselle were Natasha 
Watson and Uyu Hiro-
moto.

The Giselle eight-stop 
tour will finish this 
Saturday in Edinburgh’s 
EICC, but not before the 
ballet school has per-
formed in Inverness’s 
Edin Court Theatre 
tonight (Thursday).

Catherine Coleman, left, was stationed at Dungal-
lan House, Oban,  as a decoder during the Second 

World War.
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 11.00 Ian 
Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 19.00 
Rosie’s Highland Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John 
McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 13.00 Macky 
on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest 
Praise - Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 
22.00 Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10.00  Comfort Zone, 
Doug Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort 
Zone, 15.00 The Wednesday Jukebox with Michelle 
17.00 Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country Meets Rock & 
Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13.00 
Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with Stephen, 17.00 
Drivetime  with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 
20.00 Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports View, 19.00 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis 
Bingham, 21.00  Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday Morning, 
12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 
12.03   Sat Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday Morning 
Live, 13.30 Clyde, 18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 Dave 
Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 
Ken’s Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show 
- David Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham Scott, 
23.00 Station Close Down
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Across

7 When a military encounter has been pre-
organised (7,6)

8 Room of glass (8)

9 Yearn (4)

10 Print as in a book (7)

12 Urgent angle? (5)

14 Skiing locale (5)

16 Paying rent for a building (7)

19 Tiny particle (4)

20 Large snake (8)

22 Daring (13)

Down

1 European weight measurement (4)

2 Organ stop (6)

3 Gaudily dressed (7)

4 Explosive device (1-4)

5 Slanted print (6)

6 Miniscule water life (8)

11 Christmas season (8)

13 French port (2,5)

15 Mollycoddle (6)

17 Partner (6)

18 Spiteful (5)

21 Temporarily unable to speak when struck 
as such (4)
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Enjoy a Highland 
Fling this spring 
with Scottish Ballet
SCOTTISH Ballet will 
perform a full-scale 
production of Matthew 
Bourne’s Highland 
Fling in Oban, Lewis, 
Shetland and Orkney 
this spring.

As part of Scottish 
Ballet’s commitment to 
bring ‘dance to every-
one, from pre-school to 
60-plus groups’, there 
will also be a series of 
complimentary talks, 
workshops and classes 
for all ages and levels of 
ability.

Affectionately known 
as a romantic wee 
ballet, Highland Fling 
was originally produced 
in 1994 by Olivier 
Award-winner Matthew 
Bourne. It is described 
as ‘a wonderfully imagi-
native re-working of the 
classic romantic ballet 
La Sylphide with a 
wickedly wry Scots twist 

and hilarity mixed with 
classical ballet’.

The show comes first 
to Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure on April 29-30, 
then Lewis Sports Cen-
tre, Stornoway, May 3-4.

A spokesperson said: 
‘This is the first time 
Scottish Ballet has 
toured a full-scale 
production to such 
remote locations and 
the commercial support 
of Loganair as official 
sponsors of the tour 
ensures performances 
of this romantic wee 
ballet can be enjoyed 
by local communities 
across Scotland.’

Scottish Ballet’s 
education team is cur-
rently reaching out to 
individuals and groups 
interested in receiving 
either a bespoke talk, 
class or workshop for 
groups including: par-

ent and toddler groups, 
primary and secondary 
schools, 60-plus groups, 
Parkinson’s support 
groups, dementia sup-
port groups, community 
groups (lunch clubs, 
exercise classes) and 
local ballet schools.

The workshops for 
secondary school pupils 
and older will be using 
the themes, characters 
and music of Matthew 
Bourne’s Highland 
Fling as inspiration.  
The younger pupils’ 
workshops will be 
linked to Scottish Bal-
let’s recent popular and 
colourful production 
of Peter Darrell’s The 
Nutcracker.

Some of the secondary 
school talks will be from 
Scottish Ballet dancers, 
trained by the Winning 
Foundation to deliver 
motivational talks 

specifically to young 
people, focusing on the 
commitment and deter-
mination required to 
succeed as a profession-
al.  Other talks available 
will be on the creation 
of Matthew Bourne’s 
Highland Fling, includ-
ing the set and costume 
designs, and a day in the 
life of a dancer.

The company will also 
offer an adult absolute 
beginners’ ballet class 
for members of the 
public – a fun and gentle 
introduction.  

The date, time and 
venue of this workshop 
will be available shortly 
on its website. To find 
out more about the pro-
gramme of free events 
and/or to register an 
interest in receiving any 
of them, please email: 
education@scottishbal-
let.co.uk

An Comunn Gàidhealach - 
Meur Chruachain

Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh
Kieran MacInnes

Sileas Sinclair
Donald MacLean

Kenneth MacLeod – 2017 Mod 
Silver Medallist

Plus Full Supporting 
Programme

Saturday 17th February
Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm

Adults - £4   Children £2

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 
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selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  
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No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018

153_sf03.indd   153 24/01/2018   15:26:20

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     153

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018

153_sf03.indd   153 24/01/2018   15:26:20



14 LEISURE Thursday 15 February, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Gathering 
season 
resumes
THE FIRST annual 
gathering of the calen-
dar year is upon us as 
the Mull and Iona Asso-
ciation gear up for their 
big night on Friday in 
the Glasgow University 
Union.

I am looking forward to 
a wee night off to attend 
the concert and enjoy 
some wonderful singing 
and playing. The concert 
begins at 7.30pm.

Mòd gold medallist 
Rachel Walker will be 
performing. Rachel is, 
of course, a very well-
known and much-loved 
Gaelic singer but this 
will perhaps be some 
people’s first opportuni-
ty to hear her since she 
won the coveted prize in 
October.

Fiona Hunter (whose 
band, Malinky, are a 
favourite of mine) is a 
fantastic Scots singer so 
will bring some variety 
to the evening.

Young Shannon Ma-
clean from Tobermory 
was in the gold medal 
final last year and it’s 
great to see her on the 
programme. The gold 
medal will be heading 
her way at some point 
in the coming years, for 
sure.

Ian Smith (president of 
the Tiree Association) 
will give a few tunes on 
the box and perhaps a 
few songs as well.

It is customary that It was thirsty work at the Mull and Iona Gathering last year.

Wrestling slams down 
on Seil and Mull

Cavendish Winds 
play Lochaber 
Music For All

WORLD Wrestling 
Live is slamming down 
in Oban, Seil and Mull 
this March with an epic 
two-hour family extrav-
aganza.

The show, which has 
been seen by sell-out 
audiences since 2016 in 
England and the Isle of 
Man, will be starting its 
first tour of Scotland in 
Oban.

The tour, which also 

takes in Seil Island and 
Craignure on Mull is 
the idea of former music 
promoter Rob Hall, 
who has always been a 
lifelong wrestling fan.

‘I wanted to create a 
live show that families 
could really enjoy,’ Rob 
said. ‘We rarely get 
family time with hectic 
working lives; with this 
show you can let out all 
of your energy and get 

really involved with the 
characters.’

Confirmed to appear 
on the events includes 
California’s Julio Pe-
droza, Glasgow’s Kieran 
Kelly, Iran’s Prince Ali 
and English Wrestlers, 
Danny Hudson, ‘The 
Grafter’ David Graves 
and many more.

Matches will include  
Heavyweight Challenge, 
Tag Team Thriller and 

Rumble Mania.
World Wrestling will 

appear at Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Oban 
on Friday March 2, Seil 
Island Hall on Saturday 
March 3 and Craignure 
Village Hall on Mull 
on Sunday March 4. 
Tickets starting from 
£10 are available at 
w w w. t i c k e t s o u r c e .
co.uk/megaslamwres-
tling 

WIND quartet Caven-
dish Winds star at the 
next Lochaber Music 
For All concert at Lo-
chaber High School this 
Friday.

Formed at the Royal 
Academy of Music in 
2014, Cavendish Winds 
have performed in 
concerts, educational 
projects and compe-
titions from London’s 
Wigmore Hall to the 
Isle of Coll.

Upon their return to 
Scotland in February, 

they will perform a rich 
tapestry of works from 
all around the world 
including France (Pou-
lenc), America (Barber) 
and Hungary (Ligeti).

The group comprises 
Mary Tyler on clarinet, 
Katy Ovens on flute, Al-
ice Quayle on bassoon, 
Henry Clay on oboe 
and Charlie Ransley 
on horn. All perform 
as soloists and various 
ensembles throughout 
Europe, including 
the BBC Symphony 

Orchestra, Royal Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, 
London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, as well as 
in West End shows and 
jazz ensembles.

The concert will be 
held on Friday Feb-
ruary 16 at 7.30pm at 
Lochaber High School. 
Tickets available on the 
door, £10 adult, £1 for 
children and students.

The next concert 
after Cavendish Winds 
will be held on Sunday 
March 11 at 3pm at 

Lochaber High School, 
featuring a trio named 
‘Kosmos’.

Kosmos is composed 
of violin, viola and ac-
cordian players. Kosmos 
Ensemble is re-defining 
classical and world 
music. Sophisticated 
jazz glides magically 
into wild Gypsy fiddling, 
emotive Jewish music 
into hot-blooded tango, 
Arabic and Turkish im-
provisation into Greek 
melodies.

As described by Rich-

ard Morrison, chief mu-
sic critic of The Times: 
‘telepathic rapport, daz-
zling virtuosity, serious 
scholarship, intellectual 
curiosity and impeccable 
musicianship. I defy you 
not to be mesmerised’.

Making extensive use 
of their own arrange-
ments, alongside vibrant 
new compositions, en-
trancing dance rhythms, 
soulful improvisation 
and passion delivered 
with panache and virtu-
oso technique.

www.scottishfield.co.uk
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ALAN
TITCHMARSH
AT CASTLE 
OF MEY

the winner of the Sarah 
Weir Memorial Trophy 
(a trophy sponsored by 
the association every 
year at the Royal Na-
tional Mòd) performs at 
the gathering and, this 
time round, that winner 
is Emma Deans.

Let’s not forget the 
Mull and Iona pipers, 
who will start the 
evening off.

Once the concert fin-
ishes, the crowd will pile 
in for the dance - many 
of them having walked 
along the Kelvin Way 
where they will have 
allowed themselves a 
pre-dance libation or 
two in establishments 
such as the Park Bar, 
the Islay Inn and/or the 

Snaffle Bit.
Fresh (or perhaps not 

so fresh) from their 
recent trip for a gig in 
Singapore, Trail West 
will play for the dance 
in the same venue which 
(as usual at such events) 
will begin at a fairly 
flexible 10.30pm and go 
on until the small hours 
of the morning.

Having written this 
preview of the evening, 
I have worked up a great 
sense of anticipation 
and, my goodness, I 
now can’t wait until 
Friday.

Get your tickets from 
t h e m u l l a n d i o n a @
gmail.com or the Park 
Bar. I’m off to brush 
up on the chorus of An 

t-Eilean Muileach. See 
you there!

What’s on
Saturday February 17: 
Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association 
Marag supper in the 
Partick Burgh (Lesser) 
Hall with Mairi Ma-
cLean, Rory MacDi-
armaid, and Charles 
Macleod, starting at 
7.30pm.
Saturday February 17: 
The Highlanders’ Club 
ceilidh dance in the 
Partick Burgh Hall, 
8pm - 11pm, to the mu-
sic of Martainn Skene’s 
Band.
Friday February 23: 
The Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association 

ceilidh dance in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, at 9pm.
Saturday February 
24: The Glasgow Skye 
Association Buntata ’s 
Sgadan in the Crawford 
Hall at 7.30pm.

Pub scene
Islay Inn.
Friday February 16: 
Crooked Reel.
Saturday February 17: 
Mookie.
Park Bar.
Friday February 16: 
Nicky McMichan and 
Martin Pottinger.
Saturday February 17: 
Eriskay Lilt.
Sunday February 18: 
Nicky McMichan and 
Martin Pottinger.
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Heron Valley to tour Argyll and Lochaber
THE PEOPLE of Ar-
gyll and Lochaber will 
have a chance to catch 
local folk stars Heron 
Valley as they warm up 
with some home gigs in 
March before crossing 
the Atlantic for the first 
of two US tours.

After a hugely success-
ful 18 months, the band, 
who formed while they 
were still at school, will 
be hitting the road in 
March for a tour which 
will see them visit Arro-
char, Tarbert, Dalmally 
and Fort William.

Heron Valley, who 
were nominated for Up 
and Coming Artist at 
the Scots Trad Awards 
last year, will be playing 
material from their 
debut album, Roam, 
along with some new 
material ready for their 
2018 festivals. The 
band will be supported 
by another hot young 
Argyll band, Rhuvaal, 
a Campbeltown group 
quickly making a name 
for themselves.

Arlene Mackechnie, 
pianist with Heron 
Valley, said: ‘The past 
18 months have been 
fantastic. We released 
our debut album, Roam, 
and have played all over 
the world as well as some 
great Scotland gigs.

‘The support we have at 

home across Argyll and 
the Highlands is great 
and we always love com-
ing home to play. This 
tour will have an extra 
special Argyll punch 
with Campbeltown band, 
Rhuvaal, joining us.

‘This is already shap-
ing up to be a busy year 
and we couldn’t think of 
a better way to kick it off 
than an Argyll winter 
tour. We’ve got some 
exciting opportunities 
coming up including our 
first trip stateside with 
two US tours planned 
for later this year plus 
lots of Scottish festivals 
including headlining 
Gig in the Goil, Oban 
Live, Islay Music Festi-
val and Cowal Games. 
There will be lots more 
to come from us this 
year so watch this space.’

Heron Valley dates 
are:

Friday March 2 – Rail-
way Social Club, Fort 
William; Friday March 
9 – Tarbert Hall; Satur-
day March 10 – Three 
Villages Hall, Arrochar; 
and Saturday March 
17 – Dalmally Hall.

Tickets are available 
from www.eventbrite.
co.uk. For more infor-
mation and to purchase 
the album, visit: https://
www. heronvalleyband.
co.uk/Heron Valley are touring their home turf before heading to the United States.

Offering Highland hospitality 
in a historic setting: Doune-
side House, in Royal Deeside, 
Aberdeenshire.

Douneside House, which is 
owned and managed by The 
MacRobert Trust, is based 
within the Trust’s 7,500 acre 
estate, and was the original 
home for the MacRobert 
family. It features 17 acres 
of magnificent gardens (and 
is a Royal Horticultural 
Society partner garden) and 
offers spectacular views over 
the Howe O’ Cromar to the 
Grampian Mountains from 
its front door.

Each of the 13 elegantly 
furnished bedrooms, as well 
as a range of cottages and 
apartments combines Scottish 
tradition with modern amen-
ities. Guests can enjoy the 
state-of-the-art health club 
or get outdoors with a variety 

of walking trails, fishing and 
golf course nearby. Douneside 
offers the region’s only three 
rosette dining experience and 
their menu features culinary 
delights using the finest local 
ingredients, including fresh 
produce from their own gar-
dens. 

Douneside House won 
‘Country House Hotel’, ‘Fam-
ily Hotel’, ‘Fine Dining Hotel’, 
‘Boutique Hotel’ and ‘Small 
Country Hotel’. The Dou-
neside team also picked up 
several ‘People Recognition 
Awards’ including Carolanne 
Duncan (Housekeeper of the 
Year), David Butters (Hotel 
Chef of the Year), Cameron 
Smith (Sous Chef of the Year) 
and Joseph Harte (Pastry Chef 
of the Year).

For details on their fantastic 
winter offers please visit 
www.dounesidehouse.co.uk 

The Regional Scottish 
Hotel Awards
A celebration of Scotland’s excellence in tourism and hospitality

Douneside House excels at the 
regional Scottish Hotel Awards

The Scottish Hotel Awards  - ‘Scottish hotel Oscars’ - have been developed 
to help those looking to book accommodation in Scotland by highlighting 
excellence and outstanding character in hotels, guest houses and other estab-
lishments. The awards are aimed at encouraging, recognising and rewarding 
excellence at all levels.

Whatever you desire - romantic hotel, guest house with a superb breakfast, a 
castle for exclusive use or an island hideaway, establishments with the best chefs 
and the most fastidious housekeepers, the friendliest staff, the best wedding 
planners or country sports experts - you can be sure the Scottish Hotel Awards 
will narrow down the competition to highlight the very best  in Scottish hospi-
tality.

Regional winners now go forward to the national ceremony and gala dinner at 
the Scottish Hotel Awards in April.

Cameron Smith 
(Sous Chef 
of the Year)

General Manager Marcel Wassen 
holding the award for Country House 

Hotel of the Year

Carolanne Duncan 
(Housekeeper of 

the Year)

Joseph Harte 
(Pastry Chef 
of the Year)

David Butters
 (Hotel Chef of the Year)
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CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
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Fyne Homes to build three wind turbines in Kintyre

Argyll media company aims to share Scotland with the world

AFTER 10 years of development, 
Fyne Homes has announced plans 
to build a three-turbine develop-
ment in Argyll and Bute that will 
generate £15.6 million of commu-
nity and charitable benefit over the 
next 20 years.

The 6.9-megawatt wind farm will 
produce enough clean energy to 
power around 4,000 households 
and is only the second project of its 
kind.

The wind energy project will be 
built with a £11.4 million invest-
ment from Triodos Bank, which 
was chosen as financial supporter 
for the project due to its experience 
in renewable and social lending 
and its mission to make money 
work for social, environmental and 
cultural change.

The Scottish Investment Bank 
has also provided £2.82 million 
of investment for the project via 
the Renewable Energy Investment 

Fund. Initial support for the project 
was provided by the Community 
and Renewable Energy Scheme.

Colin Renfrew, chief executive 
at Fyne Homes, said: ‘The Fyne 
Group is delighted that this in-

novative project is about to start. 
We are appreciative that Triodos 
Bank and Scottish Investment 
Bank recognise the economic, 
social and environmental value of 
our three-turbine development, 
providing essential investment to 
make the project a reality.’

Fyne Energy’s three turbines 
have a projected 6.9-megawatt 
output, which is anticipated to 
generate an average of £750,000 
community benefit income per 
annum. The community benefit 
funding will be distributed equally 
to three community initiatives:

• One third will support social 
housing charitable objectives led 
by Fyne Homes;

• One third will support charita-
ble employability and environmen-
tal priorities led by Fyne Futures;

• One third will be invested in 
local priorities identified by the 
local community.

Glenbarr residents will also be 
encouraged to be involved in devel-
oping the local investment strategy.

The development at Auchada-
duie, Glenbarr, in the Kintyre 
Peninsula, was initially conceived 
by Alan Hobbit, previously of Isle 
of Gigha Heritage Trust. It has 
been developed by Fyne Futures, 
with support from Fyne Homes.

The community will be supported 
to develop an investment strategy 
to maximise the value of the 
renewable income locally. From 
initial consultation with Glenbarr 
residents, priorities which were 
identified included support for 
employment opportunities, devel-
oping woodlands and environmen-
tal projects, as well as village hall 
improvements.

Further community engagement 
is planned over the coming weeks 
and an outline of the construction 
phase will be provided.

AN ARGYLL couple have launched 
a podcast, online magazine and 
interactive website showcasing Scot-
land to an international audience.

Imagine Alba is the creation of 
Michelle McAnally and Rab Woods, 
who use a multimedia approach that 
highlights the many facets of Scot-
tish culture and landscape through 
features, photography, videos and a 
bi-weekly podcast.

The e-free online magazine - www.
imaginealba.com - keeps readers 
up to date on news, features, events 
and articles about culture, leisure, 
history and travel. Membership of 
the site is free, and includes access 
to bonus material and forums for 
everyone from Outlander fans to 
genealogists.

On the Imagine Alba podcast, 
the duo share the story of Scotland 
through original features and music.

Topics on the podcast so far include 
Scottish holiday traditions, Celtic 
Connections, Robert Burns and 
Simon Fraser, 11th Lord Lovat.

Michelle, from Mississippi, is a 
journalist, broadcaster and archaeol-
ogist, and since moving to Scotland 
five years ago to marry Rab, a Glas-
gow native, she has worked around 
Scotland writing and excavating.

‘When I moved here, it felt like 
coming home,’ Michelle said. ‘It 
seemed natural for Rab and me 
to combine our skills to produce a 
project about a subject for which we 
are both passionate.

‘Scotland is very popular right 

now, especially in America, where 
Outlander has become such a sensa-
tion, and it was just named the most 
welcoming country in the world by 
Rough Guides.

‘I think the world wants to know 
more, and we love telling the real 
story of Scotland.’

Rab is a graphic and web designer 
and a musician who has lived on the 
West Coast for 15 years. ‘I have lived 
in Scotland all my life, but when I 
met Michelle I started to see my 
country through a fresh pair of eyes,’ 
Rab said.

Visit www.imaginealba.com, join 
them on Facebook, Twitter and Ins-
tagram and subscribe to the podcast 
on YouTube, iTunes, Stitcher and 
TuneIn.

An artist’s impression of the three turbines above Glenbarr. 

Michelle McAnally and Rab Woods are the force behind Imagine Alba.

Finalists 
revealed in 
Interface 
awards

Beautician 
shortlisted 
for award

THE finalists for the Scottish 
Knowledge Exchange Awards 
2018 have been revealed, re-
flecting an impressive diversity 
of business-academic collabora-
tions involving 13 universities in 
Scotland.

The awards, run by Interface, 
recognise, reward and celebrate 
impacts achieved through 
collaborative business and aca-
demic partnerships.

One of the judges, Dr Stuart 
Fancey, director of research and 
innovation at the Scottish Fund-
ing Council, said: ‘The calibre 
of entries to this year’s awards 
was very impressive – as was the 
diversity. From collaborations 
involving small businesses to 
our National Health Service, 
the shortlist reveals an exciting 
range of business-academic 
partnerships.

‘The Scottish Funding Council 
is delighted to see universities 
and innovation centres playing 
such a strong role in the success-
es of Scotland’s businesses and 
public sector.’

CLARE Pearson from Oban 
has been announced as a finalist 
for UK Make-up Specialist of 
the Year at the Professional 
Beauty Awards.

The national awards seek to 
recognise those who go above 
and beyond as a beauty business 
and make a significant differ-
ence to the industry.

Finalists are decided following 
written entries, which are scored 
by a panel of independent indus-
try judges. Those with the high-
est combined score made the 
finals. Finalists are then judged 
again in a second round, which 
includes interviews and live 
demonstrations of their work.

Winners will be announced at 
a dinner on Sunday February 
25 at Tobacco Dock in London, 
where the winners of the World 
Spa and Wellness Awards will 
also be revealed.

Innovation campaign 
set to ignite businesses
AN INNOVATION campaign has 
begun to help businesses flourish 
in the Highlands and Islands.

Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise’s ‘HIE time to innovate’ 
(#HIEtime) campaign will pro-
vide companies with the tools to 
get their projects off the ground.

The innovation day will be 
launched tomorrow (Friday 
February 16) when firms will have 
access to a free 24-hour hotline.

There will be opportunities to 
book one-to-one consultations 

with innovation experts and the 
chance to apply for a share of 
£24,000 funding.

HIE’s innovation team has 
supported more than 500 local 
organisations and awarded 30 
small business grants totalling 
over £270,000. 

As a result of the small injection 
of funding, HIE has directly in-
creased employment by almost 80. 
The HIE time to innovate #HI-
Etime campaign aims to build on 
these successes by extending the 

support, to the as yet untapped 
pool of businesses that could 
benefit from innovation.

Gillian Galloway, HIE’s head of 
innovation, said: ‘It’s crucial for 
companies to embrace innovation 
if they want to remain competitive 
in their market.

‘Innovation can take many 
shapes and forms, from the big 
eureka moments like AirBnB, to 
a smart technology like Amazon 
Alexa, or something on the scale 
of Laggan Dam’s hydro power.

‘However, some of the best inno-
vations can come from small usa-
bility changes to existing products, 
new ways to deliver services to 
customers or improving internal 
processes. While these changes 
may appear relatively small, the 
overall impact they may have can 
be huge.’

To access HIE’s 24-hour hotline 
tomorrow (Friday February 16) 
or to book a session with HIE’s 
innovation consultants, call 0300 
013 5041.

CRÙBAG, a textile company inspired by marine 
research and oceans and based in Oban, has 
been working with HIE’s innovation team since 
the company’s inception.

Owner and founder Jessica Giannotti said of 
the partnership: ‘HIE has always been on my side 
from the very beginning. I’ve bene� ted from 
their courses, mentorship, network introduc-
tions and small grant funding.

‘It’s been a generous, very human, informative 
experience. An essential one too, as often busi-
nesses are left to fend for them themselves but 

partnering with HIE gives you that extra edge.
‘For me, innovation is something that should 

always be present in our business discussions. If 
we don’t solve problems we become stagnant.’

Gillian Galloway, HIE’s head of innovation, 
added: ‘We have the right team of people to 
provide solid innovation advice, deconstructing 
the process into simple-to-apply tips. 

‘We o� er year-round opportunities for funding 
and hope that our initiative will get more busi-
nesses interested and eager to make positive 
changes.

‘We know that time can be a key challenge for 
companies exploring innovation, with concerns 
about the e� ort involved proving worthwhile. 
Our HIE time to innovate #HIEtime campaign 
aims to address these concerns.

‘International best practice indicates that all 
businesses can bene� t from innovation support, 
regardless of their size, sector or location. 

‘Being innovative can ultimately make your 
business more pro� table so it makes sense 
for companies to integrate this into their 
workings.’

Crubag owner Jessica Giannotti, from Oban, is full of praise for the HIE innovation team.
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Scottish Calendars 2018

£4.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

TO LET
A NEW DEVELOPMENT BY

GLENSHELLACH BUSINESS PARK, OBAN
• Newly constructed business units

• Now ready for immediate occupation
• 47 sq m to 235 sq m

• Dedicated parking for each unit
• Class 4 (business) use

Further information from, Bill Taylor
Taylor Property Consultants

Tel: 01563 525504
Email: william.taylor@taylorpropertyconsultants.org.uk

The next step towards helping 
more people buy their � rst home is 
underway.

A consultation on the details of 
the � rst-time buyer relief from Land 
and Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) 
announced in the draft Scottish Budget 
2018/19 is being launched by the 
Scottish Government.

The relief will e� ectively raise the 
zero-tax LBTT threshold for � rst-time 
buyers to £175,000. Those buying their 
� rst property at above £175,000 will 
also bene� t on the portion of the price 
between £145,000 and £175,000.

Around 12,000 � rst-time buyers will 
bene� t from the relief each year by up 

to £600, with an estimated 80 per cent 
of all � rst-time buyers paying no LBTT 
at all.

The consultation will seek views on 
the Scottish Government’s proposals in 
terms of eligibility and implementation 
of the policy.

Finance Secretary Derek Mackay MSP 
said: ‘We are committed to helping as 
many people as possible to buy their 
� rst home.

‘Since its introduction, LBTT has 
prioritised support for � rst-time buyers 
and assisted people as they progress 
through the property market.

‘Our approach to LBTT has helped 
take more than 25,000 house 

purchases out of tax and has meant 
that 93 per cent of home buyers have 
paid less tax compared to SDLT or no 
tax whatsoever.

‘Alongside measures by the Scottish 
Government to increase housing 
supply, this will provide further support 
to � rst-time buyers in Scotland, helping 
them to own their own homes.’

The consultation will run until March 
23 and the results will inform � nal 
decisions and the detail of the relief 
and legislative proposals.

The Scottish Government plans 
to introduce the relief, following 
parliamentary scrutiny, in June of this 
year.

The UK housing market has started the 
new year o�  in a similar fashion to the 
closing stages of 2017, according to 
the January 2018 RICS UK Residential 
Market Survey.

Survey in brief 

• Enquiries, sales and instructions 
remain negative 

• Prices edge higher at the national 
level but continue to decline in 
some parts of the country 

• More expensive tiers of the 
housing market still experiencing 
tougher conditions

In January, new buyer enquiries, 
instructions and sales all continued to 

drift lower, while the three-month 
expectations for agreed sales points 
to a � at picture in the coming 
months. Having said that, there 
is more optimism regarding the 
12-month sales projections which are 
now modestly positive in virtually all 
parts of the country. This optimism 
is also visible in the accompanying 
comments from contributors to the 
survey. 

For a 10th month in succession 
nationally in January, new buyer 
enquiries across the UK declined 
with 11 per cent more respondents 
reporting a fall rather than rise. 
Similarly, newly agreed sales also 
slipped, extending the run of negative 
readings back to last February. In the 

future, a relatively stable sales trend is 
expected to emerge in the near term, 
while respondents envisage sales 
picking-up over the next 12 months 
as a whole.

There is, however, no sign of an 
upturn in the � ow of properties 
coming to the market in the UK, and 
with 17 per cent more respondents 
seeing a further decline in new 
instructions, the January � gure 
was the weakest since May 2017. 
Signi� cantly, the pipeline for 
instructions does also not appear to 
be improving, with 10 per cent more 
respondents across the UK as a whole 
noting the number of valuations 
undertaken was below the � gure for 
the equivalent period last year.

See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk
www.west-property.co.uk
info@west-property.co.uk

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

Since 2012, landlords 
in Scotland have been 
required to ensure they 
lodge any tenancy deposit 
with one of three approved 
tenancy deposit schemes 
within 30 days of the start 
date of the tenancy. 

Additionally, the landlord 
must provide the tenant 
with specifi c information 
relating to the tenancy and 
the deposit. 

Failing to do any of the 
above can result in fi nes 
of up to three times the 
deposit amount, so be 
aware. 

Some frequently asked 
questions relating to 
deposits are as follows:
How much deposit can 
I request?
The Rent (Scotland) Act 
1984 (section 90) states 
you can legally request 
up to twice the monthly 
rental amount as a deposit. 
Requesting more than this 
fi gure would be classed as 
an ‘illegal premium’ under 
the 1984 Act and could 
result in a fi ne of £1,000.

If the tenant pays the 
deposit earlier than 
the start date to ‘hold’ 
the tenancy, when do I 
have to register it?
You are required to register 
the deposit within 30 days 
of the tenancy start date.
What ‘specifi c 
information’ do I need 
to give the tenant?
You need to ensure the 
tenant receives all the 
necessary information 
relating to their tenancy 
and tenancy deposit. This 
includes the full address 
of the property, which 
government scheme it is 
registered with, landlord/
agent contact details, total 
deposit amount, what 
circumstances can result 
in deposit deductions at 
the end of the tenancy 
(deposit clause in the lease 
agreement) and how to 
apply for the deposit return 
at the end of the tenancy. 
Failing to provide this 
information is in breach of 
the deposit regulations and 
can result in a fi ne of up 
to three times the deposit 
amount.
If you are unsure about 
tenancy deposits or have 
any other letting queries, 
we would be delighted to 
help. You can arrange a 
call back, at a time to suit 
you, with a member of our 
experienced lettings team 
by visiting our website 
or Facebook page and 
clicking the call back link.

TENANCY DEPOSITS – A FEW 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

ADVERTORIAL

OBAN OFFICE TEL NO:  01631 569 466
FORT WILLIAM OFFICE TEL NO:  01397 747 123

LONGSDALE 
TERRACE, OBAN

BREADALBANE STREET, 
TOBERMORY

10C Longsdale is a very well maintained, second fl oor apartment located 5 minutes 
outside of Oban town centre. On entering, the bright laminated hallway opens out 
to a hanging area perfect for coats. The bathroom is immediately on your left and 
consists of a bath, shower, WC and a sink. Moving on down the hall, the kitchen is 
on your left and is well presented with plentiful preparation space and is bright and 
modern in décor. The kitchen comes fully fi tted with a selection of white goods and 
an electric hob and oven. Across the hall is the fi rst of the double bedrooms.

• 2 Bedrooms / 
1 Bathroom

• Second floor flat
• Free on street 

parking

• Quite location
• Fantastic 

investment or 
First Time Buyer 
Potential

• EPC - Band C

• Mid-terraced house
• 4 bedrooms/2 

bathrooms/I WC
• Traditional & unique 

home

• Tastefully decorated
• Garden & 

decking area
• EPC Rating C41

CNOC-A-CHALLTUINN, 
OBAN

 OIEO £150,000 

OIRO £220,000

5 Cnoc-A’challtuinn is in the desirable location of Clachan on the Isle of 
Seil. The property comprises a generous sunroom to the front which enjoys 
views across the Sound of Seil. A perfect spot for reading in the afternoon 
or entertaining guests. Through the hall is a cosy lounge/diner with windows 
front and back allowing plentiful natural light. The kitchen has modern fi tted 
units and worktop with integral electric oven and hob. A back door allows 
access to the rear garden.

•  End Terraced 
house

• 3 Bedrooms/1 
Bathroom/ 1 WC

• Island location 
close to Oban

• Manageable 
garden

• Well maintained
• EPC Rating F (36)

We are delighted to present 15 Breadalbane Street, Tobermory for sale. This 
fantastic mid-terraced property was tastefully renovated just 4 years ago, 
retaining many of it’s traditional features to make an excellent family home. 
On entering the property, you are welcomed into the open plan kitchen and 
lounge space. The kitchen is modern and well-equipped and has space for a 
dining table in the middle. The warm welcome can be attributed to the large 
multi-fuel stove in the lounge, which serves the radiators around the house. 

£95,000

Views sought on tax before introduction of new policy

The housing market has a case of the January blues



FARMING NEWS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

18 FARMING Thursday 15 February, 2018          www.obantimes.co.uk

Around the markets
STIRLING – Caledonian Marts 
Lts on Thursday February 8 sold 
174 cattle, comprising 105 prime 
bullocks, eifers and young bulls, 
and 69 cast cows and bulls.
All classes of prime cattle 
upheld recent late rates and 
many more could have been sold 
to a large ringside of buyers.
Bullocks averaged 218p;
Heifers averaged 218p;
Young beef bulls averaged 205p;
Young dairy bulls averaged 
130p;
Beef cows averaged 142p;
Dairy cows averaged 105p;
Bullocks sold to 245p (twice) for 
Limousins from Balquharrage, 
Lennoxtown, and Learielaw, 
Broxburn, purchased by T 
Connor, Butcher, Troon and 
T J Johnston Butcher, Falkirk, 
respectively.
Heifers sold to 248p (twice) for 
Limousins, both from Knock-
house, Dunfermline to G Kirk & 
Sons, Butcher, Denny and Hugh 
A Black & Sons.
Bulls sold to 232p for a Lim-
ousin from Upper Spittalton, 
Blairdrummond to W W Wales
Ltd, Wholesaler, Kilmarnock, 
and to £1603 from the same 
farm.
Dairy Bulls sold to 170p from 
Easter Clune, Dunfermline.
Leading Prices:
Bullocks ppkg:
242p Learielaw; 240p Balquhar-
rage & Learielaw; 235p (twice) 
East Camps; 232p Bankhead 
(Kerr); 230p Seggersdean; 228p 
(twice) Moorfield & Cander-
mains; 225p Seggersdean & East 
Camps.
Heifers ppkg;
242p and 240p Learielaw & 
Knockhouse; 238p Bankhead 
(Kerr); 235p Bankhead & 
Annfield (Johnston); 232p 
Moorfield, Turniemoon, Faskine 
& Todhall; 230p West Mains, 
Todhall & Knockhouse;
225p Upper Kinneil, Moorfield 
& Todhall.
Also forward were 69 OTM 
cattle, cast cows and bulls.
All classes of cast cows and bulls 
required on a weekly basis to 
keep up with the demand.
Please contact Oliver Shearman 
on 07730 046252 for more 
information.
OTM cattle sold to 188ppkg and 
to £1,492.72 for a Limousin from 
R Graham &Son,  Airthrey 
Kerse.
Beef cows averaged 142ppkg 
selling to a whopping 192.5p for 
a British Blue from W Dick,
Mains of Throsk, and to £1,700 
for the same beast.
Dairy cows averaged 105ppkg 
selling to 121.5p from P Quigley 
& Sons, Harvieston and to £880 
from the same home.
Other leading prices:
OTM cattle per head:
£1,365.30 Airthrey Kerse.
OTM Cattle per Kilo:
185p Airthrey Kerse.
Beef Cows per head:
£1,440 Westerton,
£1,300 Airthrey Kerse, 
£1,260 Learielaw, 
£1,180 Gartness & Learielaw, 
£1,160 Bailanstruth,
£1,150 Turniemoon,
£1,140 Highflat.
Beef cows per kilo:
175.5p Learielaw,
170p Learielaw,
165p Offers,
164p Airthrey Kerse,
152p Turniemoon,
150p Highflat.
Dairy Cows per head:
£870 Harvieston,
£820 Sgriob-Ruadh (Mull),
£810 Barbeth & Harvieston,
£800 Gallamuir,
£780 & £750 Blairmains.
Dairy Cows per kilo:
121p & 119p Harvieston,
114.5p Barbeth,
114p Sgriob-Ruadh (Mull),
112p Gallamuir,
111p Sgriob-Ruadh (Mull).
Cast bulls sold to £940 for a 
Simmental from Braes Farming 
Co, Inverlochlarig.
The next sale of calves will be 

today, Thursday February 15. 
Please contact Laura Bailey on
07561 305922 for more informa-
tion.

STIRLING – United Auctions 
on Thursday February 8 sold 
5,602 prime sheep comprising 
4,023 old season lambs selling 
to an average of 196.8 ppkg and 
1,579 ewes and rams.
Old season lambs (4,023) 
Luckenburn (Btex) £110; Strone 
(Tex) £106.50, Forebank of 
Canterland (Suff) £105.50; Old 
Faskally (X) £102; Westwood 
(Chev) £99.50; Pearsie (Mule) 
£97; Parks of Keilour (Hamp) 
£85.50; North Balloch (Chev/
Mule) £94; Cadogan (BF) 
£91.50; Quixwood (Char) £89; 
Easter Happrew (BFL) £87.50; 
Parks of Keillor (Hamp) £85.50; 
Abercairny (Swale) £80.50.
Old season lambs (4,023) Luck-
enburn (Btex) 250p; Plean (Tex) 
233p; Snawdon (Chev) 216p; 
Groan (Suff) 212p; Dalchalloch 
(X) 206p; Parks of Keillour 
(Hamp) 206p; Quixwood (Char) 
202p; Snawdon (BF) 197p; 
Dalchalloch (Mule) 196p; Plean 
(Chev/Mule) 195p; Abercairny 
(Swale) 187p; Easter Happrew 
(BFL) 173p.
Ewes (1,579) Oatfield (Tex) 
£135; Lochend (Suff) £116; 
Kinloch (Btex) £102; Quixwood 
(BFL) £88; Upper Auchenlay 
(Char) £87; Gilston (Chev) £85; 
Longcarse (Mule) £84; Glenrath 
(BF) 76.
Rams Killellan (X) £114; Cally 
Estate (Tex) £107; Longcarse 
(BFL) £88; Cally Estate (BF) 
£82.

DINGWALL – Dingwall and 
Highland Marts on Thursday 
February 8 sold 786 sheep of all
classes.
Lambs (388) averaged £46.09 
and sold to £73 gross for 
Cheviots from Achosnich,
Dornoch.
Ewes (329) averaged £52.55 
and sold to £93 gross a Suffolk 
from Glebe of Deisher, Boat of 
Garten.
Rams and feeding sheep (69) 
averaged £55.64 and sold to £102 
gross for a Texel ram from 14 
Airdens, Bonar Bridge.
A spokesman said: ‘A mixed 
show saw strong and fleshy 
lambs meet a keen demand, 
smaller kinds easier. Top end 
ewes were dearer others at 
similar rates.’
Other leading prices per head:
Lambs: 
Cross – Shepherds Cottage, 
Tain, £72, Achosnich, £70;
CharX – Shepherds Cottage, 
£70.50; 
Chev – Hallcroft, Brora, £69.50, 
Sheildaig, Strathcarron, £56; 
Mule – Gorthleck Mains, 
Inverness, £68; 
SuffX - 17 Englishtonmuir, 
Inverness, £66;
BF – 9 Sasaig, Teangue, £65, 
Gorthleck Mains, £58; 
TexX – Carnoch Farm, Errogie, 
£64.50, Dell Farm, Whitebridge, 
£63.50, 14 Airdens, £63;
BeltX – Loanreach, Ardross, 
£59.50.
Ewes: 
BFL – Glebe of Deisher, £85;
Chev – Linnie, Tore, £82, 
Lochdhu, Nairn, £75;
TexX – Drummond Farm, 
Evanton, £79, Lochdhu, £78 

(twice), 17 Englishtonmuir,
£74; 
SuffX – 14 Airdens, £74; Char – 
Ankerville, Nigg, £69.50; 
Mule – Dell Farm, £66, Anker-
ville, £58.50; 
Cross – Lochdhu, £55.50.
Rams: 
Chev – Muie and Rhein Club, 
Rogart, £77, Sheildaig, £70, 
Craigmhor, Glenelg and 
Leckmelm, Ullapool, £64;
Tex – Lynton, Staffin, £74;
BFL – Gorthleck Mains, £58.

Dingwall Highland Marts Ltd 
on Tuesday February 6 sold 26 
prime cattle.
Prime bullocks (8) averaged 
203p (-14.5p) and sold to 214p 
and £1,415.50 gross.
Prime heifers (18) averaged 
209p (-7.8p) and sold to 215p per 
kg and £1,394.00 gross.
Dingwall and Highland Marts 
also sold 26 prime cattle.
Prime bullocks (8) averaged 
203p (-14.5p) and sold to 214p 
for a 610kg Limousin cross from 
Easter Hardmuir, Nairn selling 
to Messrs John M. Munro Ltd., 
Dingwall, and £1,415.50 gross 
for a 745kg Limousin cross from 
Ashley, North Kessock.
Prime heifers (18) averaged 209p 
(-7.8p) and sold to 215p per kg 
for a 600kg Charolais cross from 
Easter Hardmuir to Messrs John 
M. Munro Ltd, and £1,394.00 
gross for a 680kg Limousin cross 
from Balvaird Farm, Muir of Ord.
Other leading prices per kg:
Bullocks: Bridgend Farm, 
Dingwall, (LimX), 208p; 
Balvaird Farm, (SimX), 202p.
Heifers: Easter Strath of 
Auchterflow, Killen, (LimX), 
213p, Easter Hardmuir, (LimX), 
213p, Ashley, (LimX), 212p.
Other leading prices per head:
Bullocks: Bridgend Farm, 
(CharX), £1,407.60, Balvaird 
Farm, (LimX), £1,350, Easter 
Hardmuir, (LimX), £1,305.40.
Heifers: Ashley, (LimX), 
£1,356.60, Easter Strath 
of Auchterflow, (CharX), 
£1,333.50, Easter Hardmuir, 
(CharX), £1,290.
Dingwall and Highland Marts 
also sold 1,556 prime sheep.
Old season lambs (1,268) 
averaged 199.0p (+4.7p) and sold 
to 228.2p per kg and £97 gross 
for a pen of 42.5kg Texel crosses 
from Torgorm, Conon Bridge.
SQQ 36.5kg to 45.5kg (1,094) 
averaged 201.1p (+0.2p) per kg.
Feeding sheep (288) sold to 
£108 gross for a Texel ewe from 
Burnside Croft, Jamestown.
Other leading prices per head 
and per kg:
Old season lambs: 
TexX – Allanglach, North 
Kessock, £96, 223.3p; 
SuffX – Dunballoch, Beauly, 
£94, Torgorm, 216.3p; 
Cross – Dunballoch, £92, Easter 
Sheep Park, Balblair, 200.0p; 
Chev – Raitcastle Farm, Nairn, 
£91, Aldourie, Dores, 210.0p; 
Tulloch Farm, Dingwall, £90, 
Abersky, Dores, 195.1p; 
Mule – Dell Farm, Farr, £88, 196.3p.
Feeding sheep: 
Tex ewe – Little Kildrummie, 
Nairn, £107; 
Suff ewe – 17 Newmore, Muir of 
Ord, £105; Tex ram – Burnside
Croft, £102; Cross ewe – 2 
Dounie, Edderton, £99; 
Chev ewe – Belmaduthy, 
Munlochy, £91.

The top price cow from W Dick & Son, which realised £1,700.

EU migrant workers 
‘essential’ to farming
ACCESS to the EU migrant 
workforce is vital to rural 
Scotland’s continued success, 
stability and sustainability, 
according to Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing.

People from elsewhere in the 
EU make up around three per 
cent of those employed in the 
rural economy, the Scottish 
Government said.

Additionally, some 10,000 
people are directly employed 
in Scotland’s food and drink 
growth sector – as well as thou-
sands more in public services 
such as hospitals and schools in 
remote and rural communities.

While visiting Glenrath Farm 
in the Scottish Borders, where 
more than half the workforce 
are EU nationals, Mr Ewing 
said: ‘This government values 

the contribution of EU migrants 
to our economy and society.

‘Retaining unhindered access 
to this reliable workforce is of 
particular importance given the 
distinct demographic pressures 
we face, and is key to reducing 

potential future labour short-
ages.

‘With three per cent of our 
rural workforce dependent on 
EU nationals – many of whom 
have chosen to settle here 
permanently – it is clear any 
restrictions on access to EU 
workers would be significantly 
detrimental for the sector, 
potentially leading to reduced 
domestic produce in favour of 
imports.

‘Retaining access to this 
talent pool via single market 
membership is essential to meet 
the needs of rural businesses 
and is a priority in safeguarding 
the continued success, stability 
and sustainability of our rural 
economy.’

Ian Campbell, managing 
director at Glenrath Farm, said: 

‘Glenrath Farms Ltd would find 
it difficult to run the company 
without being able to employ 
eastern European labour.

‘Over 52 per cent of our 
workforce are from eastern 
Europe. Since the Brexit vote 
in June 2016, we have had dif-
ficulty in retaining our eastern 
European employees. Some of 
our employees feel that they are 
no longer welcome in the British 
community.

‘Additionally, the fall in the 
value of the pound and an 
increase in the cost of living 
has made working in the UK a 
less attractive option. Fear of 
the unknown and the potential 
cost of obtaining work permits 
is preventing our staff from 
making the decision to stay in 
Scotland for the long term.’

Fergus Ewing MSP.

Less favoured area payments welcomed

HILL FARMERS and crofters will be 
offered a nationally-funded loan for Less 
Favoured Area Support Scheme (LFASS) 
2017.

The Scottish Government says the 
loan scheme will inject up to £55 million 
into some of the ‘most remote and rural 
communities, safeguarding jobs and local 
agricultural businesses’.

Eligible hill farmers and crofters will 
be offered a loan of up to 90 per cent of 
their LFASS entitlement, with payments 
beginning in April.

Announcing the scheme at the NFUS 
AGM, Rural Economy Secretary Fergus 
Ewing MSP said: ‘I understand how 
important LFASS payments are to farm-
ers and crofters in our most remote and 
marginalised areas, and that is why we are 
again making available LFASS loans.

‘While we are making good progress 
in our handling of LFASS2017 scheme 
payments, and are on track to commence 
payments earlier than we have done in 
previous years, I want to offer as much 
certainty as I can right now.

‘While this loan scheme will inject up 
to £55 million into some of our most vul-
nerable and remote areas, providing much 
needed financial security in the months 

ahead, I want to reassure farmers and 
crofters that this loan offer does not take 
away funding from any public services. It 
is theirs and they should have it.

‘I would encourage eligible farmers and 
crofters to strongly consider taking up the 
offer of a loan.’

The Scottish Crofting Federation 
(SCF) welcomed the advance loan for 
less favoured areas provided by Scottish 
Government and urged crofters to take 
advantage of it.

‘Crofters rely on the Less Favoured Ar-
eas Support Scheme,’ said SCF chairman 
Russell Smith. ‘In fact, the scheme was 
designed specifically to help marginalised 
areas of Europe that typically are inhabit-
ed by crofters or hill farmers.

‘It is therefore helpful that the Scottish 
Government has again provided a loan 
scheme to ensure that payments are made 
quickly and the benefits of money circulat-
ing in the local economy are felt as soon 
as possible.’

Delays have been experienced in getting 
the Less Favoured Areas payments out in 
previous years, which has caused hard-
ship to some crofters. Owing to specific 
EU rules around governments making 
advance payments on EU schemes, the 
Scottish Government is making the offer 
of loans from domestic funding, which is 
not controlled by EU rules, in order to 
ensure that money is available.

Mr Smith added: ‘The delays experi-
enced in receiving this lifeline payment 
left many crofters in dire straits so the fact 
that the Scottish Government is using a 
creative mechanism to ensure that cash-
flow is more predictable for these small 
business is to be applauded. 

‘I therefore urge crofters to take advan-
tage of this opportunity. We could think of 
it not as a loan, but as an advance payment 
on what we are due.’

‘Shame’ of animal 
exports for slaughter

New rural innovation 
service is launched

THE pressure group Animal 
Concern has condemned the 
Scottish Government for prom-
ising to continuing to allow 
live animals to be exported for 
slaughter if the Westminster 
Government bans the trade.

Michael Gove MP, UK 
secretary of state for the envi-
ronment, food and rural affairs, 
has promised a consultation on 
a ban on live exports.

But, the charity argues, Mr 
Gove’s counterpart in Scotland, 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Economy and Connectivity 
Fergus Ewing, has made it clear 
he has no intention of banning 
live exports from Scotland.

John Robins, from Animal 
Concern, said: ‘This is a dis-
graceful situation. 

‘Scotland could be leading the 
way on animal welfare instead 
of lagging far behind England 
and Wales.

‘The Scottish Government 
should ban live exports now, 
before it happens down south. 

Instead Fergus Ewing has let 
farmers put a ring through his 
nose and lead him around like 
a castrated bull on a rope. His 
stance on this issue is an embar-
rassment to Scotland.

‘The ludicrous thing about 
it is that banning live exports 
for slaughter would not only 
avoid a great deal of cruelty and 
suffering, it would boost the 
farming economy and cut road 
congestion and pollution.

‘Transporting chilled carcass-
es on the hook rather than live 
animals on the hoof increases 
profits for farmers and greatly 
reduces the number of vehicles 
required to transport the prod-
ucts.

‘Under Fergus Ewing, we 
could still see live sheep shipped 
by road and ferry from Shetland 
to the south of Greece then 
killed under circumstances we 
would not allow in Scotland. 
Scotland’s Rural Affairs Min-
ister should hang his head in 
shame.’

THE Scottish Government has 
launched a new support service 
to help farming and forestry 
businesses ‘to better innovate 
through collaboration’.

The Rural Innovation Support 
Service will stimulate collabo-
rative innovation with the aim 
of strengthening links between 
farmers and the rest of the food 
and drink supply chain.

The service will be led by the 
Soil Association, which will work 
alongside SAOS, Scotland Food 
and Drink, SAC Consulting 
and Mint Sauce Consulting ‘to 
ensure that all those involved in 
the food and drink and forestry 
supply chains are connected in a 
way which is accessible and useful 
to rural businesses’, the Scottish 
Government explained.

Launching the service ahead of 
delivering the keynote speech at 
the NFUS AGM, Rural Econo-
my Secretary Fergus Ewing said: 
‘Innovation is key to transform-
ing our productivity as a country 
and is one of the four economic 

priorities of this government. Our 
rural businesses are blessed with 
the skills, expertise and potential 
to drive our economy forward. 
All they need is the right support 
at the right time.

‘The launch of a new Rural 
Innovation Support Service 
(RISS) will nurture the talent 
within our farming, food and 
forestry business, and accelerate 
the uptake of new technologies, 
new business models and new 
forms of cooperation to improve 
productivity, sustainability and 
ultimately profitability.’

The Soil Association Scotland’s 
David Michie said: ‘Some of the 
best ideas come from farmers 
themselves. RISS will enable 
farmers, foresters and crofters 
to figure out how to make their 
ideas work. Our partnership of 
Soil Association Scotland, SAC 
Consulting, SAOS, and Scotland 
Food and Drink will reach across 
Scotland and along the supply 
chain – getting the right people 
together to enable innovation.’

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Russell Smith from the Scottish Crofting 
Federation (SCF) welcomed the news.
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New chief of Highland cattle society 
says breed has reached ‘crossroads’
THE quality was high but numbers 
were low at the Highland Cattle 
Society’s 127th annual spring show 
and Sale at Oban Livestock Centre 
on Sunday and Monday.

The Highland Cattle Society’s new 
team, freshly elected at its AGM the 
night before, says the breed is ‘at a 
crossroads’, and hopes to make it more 
commercially attractive to farmers.

The show was compered by High-

land Cattle Society council member 
Angus MacKay of Tigh Cuileann, 
Achnagoul, by Inveraray, who said: 
‘It is going extremely well. This is by 
no means the biggest, but the quality 
has been really high. The best has 
been the number of overseas visitors, 
from Switzerland, Finland, Italy, 
Germany, and Ireland.’

But he added: ‘The total number of 
cattle was the lowest it has ever been.’

Gordon McConachie, the High-
land Cattle Society’s new president 
elected on Saturday, said: ‘We are 

disappointed with the numbers. 
There are only 65 in total. It would 
be nice to see the numbers back to 
where they were - 100 animals would 
be nice to justify the sale and show.’

Mr McConachie, who farms the 
Culfoich Fold in Aberdeenshire, set 
out his priority for his two-year term.

He said: ‘We are at a crossroads 
with the breed. We need to encour-
age more commercially-minded 
farmers to look at it as a commercial 
animal rather than a picture post-
card animal. Tradition does not pay 

the bills. It is certainly not a critical 
point, but we need to move the breed 
forward. It will be a slow process. 
We are going to have take the first 
steps to instil confidence in buyers, 
making the animals more attractive 
commercially.

‘[The breed] is far more suited 
to the environment. They are kept 
outside on low-value forage. The 
continental breeds cannot forage 
on the same. It can survive harsh 
climates.’

Canadian Craig Cugnet, who 

breeds Highland cattle on his 
30,000-acre farm in Saskatchewan, 
agreed, saying: ‘They are excellent. 
They will eat the weeds and the 
invasive plants before they touch the 
grass. They are far better stewards of 
the land.’

Mr Cugnet, on his second visit 
to Oban, appeared as hardy as the 
Highlanders themselves, wearing 
summer shorts as snowstorms drift-
ed outside the pens. ‘They are one 
of the back-burner breeds,’ he said. 
‘They are not where they should 

be. There were not many people 
under 65 at the AGM. Agriculture 
is the industry of the old and not the 
youth. We really have to focus on the 
next generation.’

The day’s Highland cattle judge 
Charlie MacLean said: ‘The quality 
of the breed has definitely improved. 
The top end of all the classes was ex-
ceptional. If they cannot find a stock 
bull here, they will not find one any-
where. It is a very under-rated breed. 
If they put their minds together, I am 
sure they will succeed.’

Male Champion Eachann Ruadh of Hyndford owned by Alan Prentice made 8,000 gns. Picture: Kevin McGlynn Female champion Furan Magaidh 7th of Glengorm, brought out by Dexter Logan, made 3,800 gns. Picture: Kevin McGlynn

Kerrie MacGillivray, 16, of Pennygown Farm, Aros, Mull, with Seumas 
Buidhe of Eilean Mor, which won the Best Aged Bull. 15_T07_Highlander Show_01

Douglas MacDonald and the reserve champion, Eoin Mhor 17th of Mottis-
tone, owned by Michael Poland from Southampton. 15_T07_Highlander Show_04

Ron MacLean and Una 4th of Corntown, won Best Two Year Old Heifer, 
presented by Kath McMahon of MacPhee & Partners. 15_T07_Highlander Show_08

Chloe Roberts with the second Best Yearling Bull, bred by Arthur Hill and 
owned by Mr and Mrs Simon Haley. 15_T07_Highlander Show_02

Catherine McKechnie and Lisa 2nd of Gartocharn, which came second in 
the Best Three Year Old Heifer, and Richard Thomson with Catriona 4th of 

Gartocharn, which came � rst. 15_T07_Highlander Show_07

Hilary Crane, left, of Leadburn, owner of Pearl of Gray Brae which took 
second in the Best Yearling Heifer, and Kay Aitchison of Mossdale Farm, 

with Kathleen Ruadh 2nd of Mosscairn, which was � rst. 15_T07_Highlander Show_10

Young handler Isla MacGillivray, 14, of Tiree. 15_T07_Highlander Show_03

Highland Cattle Spring Show results, Oban 
Livestock Centre, Sunday February 11. 
Judge: Mr Charlie MacLean
Section 1, Class 1
1st & Best Two Year Old Bull-EACHANN RUADH 
OF HYNDFORD- Mr Alan Prentice
2nd- COIRNEAL 2ND OF BALMORAL-Balmoral 
Estates
Class 2
1st- SESH MHOR OF BLAIRLOGAN- Blairlogan 
Highlanders
2nd- CORRAN OF ALLANFEARN- Maureen 
MacArthur & John Ashton
Section 2, Class 3
1st & Best Three Year Old Bull- EION MOHR 
17TH OF MOTTISTONE-Mr Michael Poland
2nd-HUNTER OF EARN-Mrs Heather Corrigall
Class 4
1st- FIONN MHOR OF STRATHELLIE-Mr David 
Soutar
2nd- SIR LAWRENCE II OF SPRINGFIELD-Gavin 
& Anna Brown
Section 3, Class 5 & Best Aged Bull

1st- SEUMAS BUIDHE OF EILEAN MOR- Penny-
gown Farm
Section 4, Class 6 & Best Yearling Bull
1st 400111 OF EILEAN MOR- Karen & Michael 
Macgregor
2nd- 400130 OF WALTON- Mr & Mrs Simon 
Hadley
Male Championship
Champion-EACHANN RUADH OF HYNDFORD- 
Stock person in charge of Champion- Mr Alan 
Prentice
Reserve Champion- EION MOHR 17th OF 
MOTTISTON- Mr Michael Poland
Section 5
Class 7 & Best Senior Heifer
1st- FURAN MAGAIDH 7th OF GLEN-
GORM-Glengorm
2nd- SUSAN 22nd OF ORMSARY-Sir William 
Lithgow, Bt & Son (Ormsary)
Section 6, Class 8
1st- MORAG RUADH OF RATTAR- Mr Murray 
Mackay
2nd- LOTTIE 7TH OF MOSSCAIRN- Archie & 

Kay Aitchison
Class 9
1st & Best Three Year Old Heifer- CATRIONA 
4TH OF GARTOCHARN- Mr & Mrs J S McKech-
nie
2nd- LISA 2ND OF GARTOCHARN-Mr & Mrs J 
S McKechnie
Section 7, Class 10 & Best Two Year Old
1st- UNA 4TH OF CORNTOWN-Mr Ron Ma-
cLean
2nd- FRAOCH 1ST OF CNOC- Sydney & Mau-
reen O’Hara
Section 8, Class 11 & Best Yearling
1st- KATHLEEN RUADH 2ND OF MOSSCAIRN- 
Archie & Kay Aitchison
2nd- PEARL OF GRAY BRAE- Douglas and 
Hilary Crane
Section 9, Class12 & Best Cow
1st- HAYLEY 5TH OF EARN- Mr Donald Mac-
Naughton
2nd- DEORAIDH IONA OF CLADICH- Mr 
Edward Halford
Young Handlers

Senior 1st-Kerrie MacGillivray, Mull
2nd- Chloe Roberts, Sunderland
3rd- Shannon Thomson, Maud
4th- Isla MacGillivray, Dalmally
Junior 1st- Logan Ross, Blairlogie
2nd- Jayden Mclaughlin, Isle of Bute
3rd- Emily Armstrong, Isle of Tiree
4th- Tom Halford, Gateshead
Female Championship
Champion- FURAN MAGAIDH 7TH OF GLEN-
GORM- Glengorm Stock person in charge of 
Champion- Dexter Logan
Reserve Champion- CATRIONA 4TH OF GAR-
TOCHARN-Mr & Mrs J S McKechnie
Best Pair of Females Any Age, Class 12
1st- CATRIONA 4TH OF GARTOCHARN- Mr & 
Mrs J S McKechnie
& LISA 2ND OF GARTOCHARN- Mr & Mrs J S 
McKechnie
2nd- SUSAN 22ND OF ORMSARY- Sir William 
Lithgow,Bt & Son (Ormsary)
& GRUAGACH 51ST OF ORMSARY- Sir William 
Lithgow,Bt & Son (Ormsary)

Massey Ferguson 135

Please phone 07759 931446

Very good 
tractor all round, 
ready for work

£3850 o.n.o.

FOR SALE 
ROUND 
BALE 

SILAGE 
Enquiries to 

01838 200373
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

KICK START YOUR NEW 
CAREER IN 2018

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

Flexible working location
£ Excellent basic + Bonus + BUPA + Bene� ts
We are looking for sales sta�  to join our busy 
and successful team at Wyvex Media, the 
parent company of Scottish Field magazine 
and the Oban Times.
We also publish a plethora of lifestyle 
magazines, tourist maps, holiday publications 
and business directories covering all corners 
of Scotland.
We are looking for our next advertising sales 
star and will o� er � exible working patterns 
and working location for the right person.
Experience in advertising sales is not 
necessary, as full training will be given.
We o� er excellent pay, bene� ts, training and 
the opportunity to work for a professional 
company that believes in rewarding success and 
e� ort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please submit CV and covering letter to 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

We are looking for sales sta�  to join our busy 
and successful team at Wyvex Media, the 
parent company of Scottish Field magazine 

We also publish a plethora of lifestyle 
magazines, tourist maps, holiday publications 
and business directories covering all corners 

We o� er excellent pay, bene� ts, training and 

Payroll and Accounts Clerk 
We are looking for an experienced Accounts & Payroll Clerk to 
become a full-time member of our finance team.
Knowledge in SAGE 50 and SAGE Payroll, as well as the preparation 
of monthly management accounts would be beneficial.
Good familiarity of Microsoft Office is required.

if this position is of interest to you then please email your cv to 
Fiona@inverlochy.co.uk

We have various hospitality roles available, please go to 
www.inverlochycastlehotel.com/contact/careers

Enable 
Scotland
Team Facilitator

and 

Support Worker FT/PT
Call our Oban offi ce on 01631 565062

Apply online 
www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk

Modern Apprentice-
Facilities Services
Fixed Term period of 2 years
Salary Year 1 £7118.80 per annum
Salary Year 2 £11,351.60 per annum

The successful candidate will be enrolled in a 2-year Modern 
Apprenticeship SVQ 2 programme. The programme will be designed 
to provide the trainee with a solid knowledge of Facilities Management 
(FM) activities that are undertaken across the site.
You will receive full training in Hard and Soft FM activities that are carried 
out to support the day to day functional and compliance requirements  
across Laboratory, Educational, Workshop, Stores, Aquarium, 
Accommodation, Office and External Areas.
You will be primarily based on site at Dunstaffnage, near Oban learning 
a number of facility management functions comprising; mechanical 
and electrical maintenance, building fabric maintenance, grounds 
maintenance, stores duties, PPM inspections and Aquarium systems 
maintenance and installation.
We provide a positive environment together with a strong safety and 
team working culture. The programme is run in conjunction with Genius 
People Ltd as the MA Training support.
Enquiries should be directed to Mr Iain MacCorquodale, Maintenance 
Manager on Iain.MacCorquodale@sams.ac.uk 
Further information is available on line at www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, 
please write to: Human Resources, Facilities Apprentice, Job Ref. 
D16/17.IM The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine 
Institute, Oban, Argyll PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 2nd March 2018.
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 

welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

The Mellex Group Limited
Due to expansion and an increase in business we have the following full 
time positions available:

HGV Volumetric Mixer Driver / Operator
The ideal candidate should have a Class 2 Licence, a current driver CPC 
and have experience of driving and operating a volumetric mixer, but full 
training can be given to a candidate who is keen to learn new skills.  The 
role may require you to help out in other areas of the business at times, 
so a flexible attitude to work is essential.  
Typical hours of work would be 07:30 to 17:30 Monday to Friday, with 
some additional hours and weekend work if and when required.  Salary 
dependent on experience.

Small Plant Mechanic
Based at our West Coast Tool & Plant Hire Depot in Ardrishaig, but on 
occasions may be required to work out on site.  Applicants must be able 
to demonstrate qualifications and also hold a driving licence.  
Hours – 07:30 to 17:30 Monday to Friday, with additional hours optional if 
and when required.  Salary dependent on experience.

Hire Desk Controller
Based at our West Coast Tool & Plant Hire Depot in Ardrishaig.  Applicants 
should be computer literate, but training will be given on our bespoke ‘IT 
hire system’.  Knowledge of tool and plant is preferable, but not essential 
if keen to learn.  The role requires a strong commitment to deliver good 
customer service, and it is essential that the candidate has excellent 
communication skills, can multi-task, and is able to work on own initiative 
as well as with fellow colleagues.  Applicants should also hold a driving 
licence. 
Hours – 07:30 to 17:30 Monday to Friday, with additional hours optional if 
and when required.  Salary dependent on experience.

For all positions please apply in writing and include a CV with 
previous work experience to – Fay Harris, Mellex Group Ltd., 
Glenburn Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll, PA30 8EU.  
E-mail – fay@mellex.co.uk .  Applications can also be handed in 
to the Ardrishaig Depot.  Closing date for all positions Friday 23 
February 2018.

 NCN’EAN DISTILLERY   

is seeking a 

VISITOR MANAGER  
Ncn’ean is a small independent distillery on the Morvern peninsula pioneering 
sustainable production and creating experimental spirits. 

We are looking for an organised person with excellent communication skills, who 
has drive and enthusiasm, to join our small team.   

Responsibilities will include – 

• Managing the daily operations in relation to the visitor experience 
• Develop, deliver and promote tours and events programme 
• Managing the shop and refreshments including range, sourcing and 

stock control 
• Organise booking systems 
• Implement marketing and advertising plans 

We offer an attractive salary for 40hrs per week Monday to Friday. 

For full job description and further details please contact 

Peter Gutierrez, Acting CEO peter@ncnean.com 

Closing date for applications 5pm on Wednesday 28th February. 

AT HOME-START LORN 
WE ARE LOOKING 

FOR AN EXPERIENCED 
PART-TIME SECRETARY/

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
20hrs per week

Salary (FOR 20 HOURS): £9589 - £10155 Per annum 
depending on experience.

To receive an application pack contact the office 
on 01631 566749 

Closing Date: Noon on Tuesday 27th February 2018     
Home-Start Lorn is committed to equal opportunity and diversity

EXPERIENCED LABOURER 
REQUIRED 

for all types of groundworks. 
Driving licence essential. 

Excellent rates of pay.  
Please contact James McLaren by email 

at info@mclarenplanthire.co.uk.

Oban Link club is seeking a part time project worker for 6 hours pwk, £12 p/hour 
(worked on average basis), to support those with mental health issues in a safe 
space at day /evening / weekend times.  The postholderwill work from the Link Club 
sessional premises in Oban focussed on group support and occasional trips. It 
may include some local engagement and communication to help raise awareness 
of mental health. This is a 3 year post supported by Big Lottery Scotland. 
For details please email developingpotential@outlook.com  Closing date 5th 
March2018.

Developing Potential SCIO, SC045456, 50A Union St, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JS

CARERS CENTRE MANAGER
LOCHGILPHEAD £29,841 – 33,573 p.a.

In this wide and varied role, you will be primarily 
responsible for leading, co-ordinating and managing 
the day to day delivery of the services to Carers in 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Isles; ensuring that these 
are well integrated and in accordance with the 
organisation’s core values and legal requirements.
Your proven experience in developing, delivering 
and managing projects, as well as managing and 
supervising a team of people are key to this role.
You will require a good understanding of the 
issues and challenges facing carers: hence your 
experience and excellent interpersonal skills would 
be an essential attribute in managing the centre’s 
services and raising awareness of our work.
We are an Equal Opportunities employer and our 
workplace is fully accessible for disabled people.
For further information and application pack 
please contact 01546 600 022 or email wanida@
dochasfund.org.uk
Closing date for applications 9th March 2018
Interview date 26th March 2018

Coming in next weeks Oban Times
Your inside information on the “Oban Opportunities for 

All Careers and Jobs Fair 2018” at the Corran Halls 6th March 2018.
Call 01631 568000 for your opportunity to really shout about what you have to o� er potential employees.

Michael Russell MSP invites you to Oban 
Opportunities for All Careers and Jobs Fair

On Tuesday, 6th March 2018 we will be 
hosting, in conjunction with the Argyll 
and Bute Employability Partnership, an 
‘Opportunities for All Careers and Jobs 
Fair’ in Oban.
We would be delighted if you would come 
along and use this event as an opportunity 
to promote your business;  network 

and discover the breadth of talent and 
people across Argyll and Bute looking for 
employment.
The event will take place from 10.30am – 
1.00pm at The Corran Halls, Esplanade 
Court, PA34 5AB.
Tables will be available for exhibitors to use 
for brochures/leaflets etc.

Access to Wi-Fi will be available.
Please RSVP to gayle.mcgowan@dwp.
gsi.gov.uk or telephone 01389 736412 by 
30/01/18, indicating also if access to power 
sockets will be required and additional 
space required.
Please note refreshments will be provided 
on the day.

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days and 21 days for 18/00474/LBC
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/00563/FUL

18/00476/TPNO

17/05126/FUL

18/00425/PIP

18/00520/PIP

18/00474/LBC

Land 50M South Of 
Tulach Gormm Glencoe

Land 385M NE Of 
Caberfeidh Bungalow
2 Kingie, Invergarry

Land 170M NE Of 
Schoolhouse
Isle Of Rum

Land South West Of 
Disused Land Fill Site
Camaghael
Fort William

Land 370M SE Of 
Munerigie, Munerigie
Invergarry

7 New Buildings
Arisaig

Erection of house and outbuilding

Erection of 15m lattice mast, 
antennas, dishes and associated 
equipment

Construction of shore base facility

Erection of house

Erection of house

Replacement of timber tilt-and-turn 
windows to south elevation of 
dwelling with new timber sash and 
case windows to match existing 
fenestration pattern

Visit hijobs.net

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH PUBLIC NOTICES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Christina Mary Khan 
has registered her croft 134 
Kilmory, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by October 23, 
2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is A0254

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Christina Mary Khan 
has registered her croft 135 
Kilmory, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by October 23, 
2018.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is A0255.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Simon Nadin and Linda 
Nadin has registered their 
croft 13b Lower Carnach, 
Lismore and Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 17, 
2018
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4247

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

CROFT
Mrs Janet Stewart is 

applying to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 
174 Newton, Ardtoe 
to Margaret Stewart 

of The Green, 
Strontian, PH36 4HX 

Written comments 
from those with a 
relevant interest 
(which may be 

made public) to: 
Crofting Commission, 

Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 
8NW, info@

croftingscotland.
gov.uk by March 15, 

2018.

Oban & Lorn Tourism 
Alliance (OLTA) Annual 

General Meeting 
26th February 7pm 

(members only) 
CuanMor, George 

Street Oban 
(function room).

7.30pm public open 
evening with live music 
and presentation from 

BIDS and Oban Live - all 
those involved in tourism 
are welcome to attend.

Bowmans
5 Duisky, Kinlocheil, Fort William, PH33 7AW

Skip Hire, Recycling & Waste Disposal
Tel: 01397722218 Fax: 01397722434 

www.bowmanskiphire.co.uk

VACANCIES

CLASS 1 (C+E) DRIVER
We have a vacancy for a Class 1 (C+E) driver.

Experience in waste, tippers or skips is beneficial.
We operate a modern, well maintained fleet.

Duties to include collecting and delivering skips but may include 
tipper work, refuse vehicles and bulk tipper work in return for a 

generous rate of pay and good working conditions.

Waste operative/ labourer 
We have a position within our recycling team at our Duisky 

depot. Daily transport is available. The suitable candidate must 
be trustworthy and reliable. Duties will include but are not limited 
to: Separating recyclable materials from the waste stream. Site 

maintenance General labouring
Send your CV to: info@bowmanskiphire.co.uk

Or: Bowmans, 5 Duisky, Fort William, PH33 7AW

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
1  PRIVATE MOORING – AROS, 

SOUND OF MULL 
Notice is hereby given that Mr J S A Hartley 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the 
Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 1 private 
mooring at: 
 Location Latitude Longitude
Aros, Sound of Mull  56° 32.520’N 005° 57.858’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at Argyll and Bute Council Offi ce, 
Tobermory
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.
scot, quoting reference: 
MCMS No.: 06612
Applicant: Mr J S A Hartley

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Reconfi guration of Existing Finfi sh 
Farm, Poll na Gille, Sound of Shuna

Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 
4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
reconfi guration of an existing fi nfi sh farm at:

Cost <£2500
 Location Latitude Longitude
   Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
  Poll na Gille, 56° 13.072’ N 05° 35.365’ W
 Sound of Shuna 56° 13.045’ N 05° 34.940’ W
 Moorings Area 56° 12.622’ N 05° 35.020’ W
  56° 12.649’ N 05° 35.450’ W
 Feedbarge 56° 12.850’ N 05° 35.365’ W
 Boat Mooring 56° 12.684’ N 05° 35.346’ W
 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at [The Village Store, Kimelford, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4XA].
Objections relating to safety of navigation in 
respect of the application should be made in 
writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, 
quoting reference: MCMS No.: 05974V
Applicant: Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Reconfi guration of Existing Finfi sh 

Farm, Loch Shuna
Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 
4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
reconfi guration of an existing fi nfi sh farm at:

Cost <£2,500
 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
 Bagh Dail 56° 11.136’ N 005° 35.145’ W
 Nan Ceann, 56° 10.642’ N 005° 35.398’ W
 Loch Shuna 56° 11.003’ N 005° 34.839’ W
 Moorings Area 56° 10.777’ N 005° 35.703’ W
 Feedbarge 56° 10.841’ N 005° 35.135’ W
 Raft  56° 10.982’ N 005° 34.900’ W
 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at [The Village Store, Kimelford, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4XA].
Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.
scot, quoting reference: 
MCMS No.: 05567V
Applicant:  Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd

Community Caretaker  Oban, Lorn & Isles
£16,574 - £19,498 35 hours (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm)
Permanent
This post requires;
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK Driving Licence 
• Access to a vehicle insured for business use
For more information, please contact Robert MacKay on 
01546 605927 or email Robert.mackay@acha.co.uk.
Interviews for the above post will be held in Oban on 14th 
March 2018.
AHFA Electrician West Argyll
£25,519 - £30,023 37.5 hours (Mon – Fri 8:30am - 16:30pm)
Permanent 
Argyll Homes for All require a qualified and experienced electrician 
to carry out repairs and periodic testing to our houses. Some 
multi-tasking may be required. Good salary plus additional on call 
premium and call out payments, overtime, and excellent package 
including holidays, sick pay, insurance and other benefits.
This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK driver’s license
For more information, please contact Lee Holness on 
01546 605815
Interviews for the above post will be held in Oban on 
12th March 2018. 
Closing Date for both posts: 
12 noon on Friday 2nd March 2018
To apply visit the recruitment section of our website at 
www.acha.co.uk. CVs are not accepted.
If you cannot access the website, please contact the 
recruitment team: 01546 605817
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

18/00081/PP Erection of two self-contained holiday chalets 
(Amendment to planning permission 16/02470/PP 
– Erection of two self-contained holiday chalets) 
– alteration to location (retrospective)

Isle Of Eriska Hotel  
Isle Of Eriska Benderloch 
Oban Argyll And Bute  
PA37 1SD

Sub Post Office 
Connel

18/00090/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse Arle (Plot 1) Land East Of Arle 
Farmhouse Aros Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA72 6JS

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

18/00207/PP Alterations and erection of extension Morvern Rockfield Road 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute PA75 6PN

Tobermory Area 
Office

17/03056/PP Erection of two 11kW wind turbines  
(24.8 metres high to blade tip)

Land North East Of Tarbert 
Lodge Tarbert Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XH 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse  
Isle of Jura

18/00022/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, detached garage 
and connection to existing community foul 
drainage system and associated works

5 Riverside Road Kilmore 
Oban Argyll And Bute  
PA34 4ZD 

Oban Area Office

17/03313/PP Erection of 5 holiday cabins, one outbuilding 
and formation of vehicular access

8, 8A, 35, 36 And 37 Dalavich 
Chalet Park Dalavich Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HS 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

18/00170/PPP Site for the erection of 3 dwellinghouses Land South Of Uisken Croft 
Bunessan Isle Of Mull  
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan  
Isle of Mull

18/00021/PP Alterations to external door/window 
arrangement (including formation of canopy) 
and installation of access ramp

Dervaig Village Hall Dervaig 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

18/00192/LIB Installation of internal wall insulation Flat The Manse Isle Of Iona 
Argyll And Bute PA76 6SJ 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Iona

18/00099/PP Alterations and part change of use to include 
sub-division of existing dwelling to form first 
floor flat for long term and/or holiday letting 
accommodation

The Old School Salen  
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA72 6JB 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be 
considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries 
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Existing Moorings and Addition of a 

New Moorings, Seil Sound
Notice is hereby given that Seil Sound Moorings 
Association has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of existing moorings and 5 new moorings 
at
 Location Latitude Longitude
 Sell Sound, 56º 18.96’N 005º 35.01’W
 Oban 56º 18.96’N 005º 34.98’W
 Existing area 56º 18.42N 005º 35.24’W
  56º 18.44’N 005º 35.30’W
    
 New moorings  56º 18.02’N 005º 35.54’W
 area 56º 18.02’N 005º 35.45’W
  56º 17.72’N 005º 35.75’W
  56º 17.72’N 005º 35.53’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Balvicar Post Offi ce
Objections relating to safety of navigation 
or environmental issues in respect of the 
application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, 
Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date 
of this notice or by email to:
MS. MarineLicensing@qov.scot, quoting 
reference:
MCMS No.: 06603
Applicant: Seil Sound Moorings Association

Public Exhibition
Coire Glas pumped storage proposal

SSE is submitting a revised planning 
application for the Coire Glas pumped 
storage scheme at Loch Lochy.
We are holding a public exhibition in 
order to provide the local community 
the opportunity to meet members of the 
project team and discuss our proposals.
For those not able to attend the 
exhibition event copies of the exhibition 
boards will be available for download 
from the project website (www.sse.com/
coireglas) from Wednesday 1st March.
The planning application will be 
submitted to the Scottish government 
for review in March 2018. The full 

application will be available for review 
online at www.energyconsents.scot/on
For questions about the project, please 
contact, Corinna Scholes: Corporate 
A� airs, SSE, 1 Waterloo Street, Glasgow, 
G1 6AY. Tel: +44 (0)7342 02742. Email: 
corinna.scholes@sse.com

Date: Tuesday 27th February
Time: 3pm – 7pm
Location:
Glengarry Community Hall
Invergarry 
PH35 4HG



22 MOTORS Thursday 15 February, 2018              www.obantimes.co.uk

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES       
CAR DEALERSHIPS        MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
 Will collect. 

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota 

Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any 
condition, runner or not, 
high miles no problem.Contact William 07730 130284 or 

email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Call 
today on 
0778 985 

5381 

WANTED 4X4s
FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, 
all makes and 

models wanted. 
Guaranteed best 
price, no hassle, 
free collection 

anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, 

Discovery, 
Freelander Range 

Rover, Vauxhall 
Brava, Toyota 

Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 

Shogun, L200, 
Pajero, Nissan 

Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, 
Isuzu Trooper, 

Rodeo.  + All other 
4x4 Vehicles,  

4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  
� eet purchases. 
Any age nearly 
new or old, any 
conditions from 

perfect to written 
o� , non runners, 
rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, 
blown engine, 

overheating etc. 
Cash in hand, no 
hassle, best cash 

price guaranteed.

07799 310592

PEUGEOT AUTOSLEEPER SYMPHONY
 CAMPERVAN

2 Berth, Reg. 2000, 
2L, Petrol, 91,000 
miles, MOT Nov 
2018. Habitation 
Certi� cate, new 
exhaust. In 
excellent
condition, 
everything in 
working order and 
ready to go.

£12,500ONO

 07598 712565

MASSEY FERGUSON 240 TRACTOR
with power 
loader & rear 
weight block. 
Good tin work, 
glass intact, 
strong engine, 
brakes and  
hydraulics
work well, 
4900hours.

Tel 01546 603168

VW POLO 1.2 PETROL, 
2011

Silver, Mileage since new 16,000,
 MOT until July 2018. 

£5,500 ONO

Phone 07388 575597

OFFSHORE 27 EX FISHING BOAT

£12,000

Call 07796 802228

SHERCO ENDURO DIRT BIKE
2014 sef 300 
four stroke. 
215 hours, 
4500 miles. 
Regular oil 
and � lter 
changes. 
Many new 
parts and 
extras. 
£2,800

stoddarts of oban
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

2017 TRX420FM2 power steering, 
only 1,938 miles, 
excellent
condition latest 
spec. fully 
serviced, new 
tyres, under 
sealed save 
£1,400 on new 
price, with 
24mth warranty 
low deposit,
easy monthly 
terms available

stoddarts of oban
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX500FM1 road registered 
2015, 3656 miles
latest model
spec. fully
serviced 
new tyres, 
undersealed
12 month
warranty
low deposit,
easy monthly
terms available

Because... the Toyota SUV range
‘BECAUSE’ is often an excuse, 
a reason not to do something. 
‘Because I’m busy’ or ‘because 
it’s too far’. But what if we lived 
life without excuses? If every 
new adventure was relished, not 
refused? 

Our range of best SUVs, including e�  -
cient hybrids, means no more excuses. 
‘Because’ is now the reason to go 
further, see new places and experience 
more. Toyota is the SUV brand that 
says: ‘What are you waiting for?’

Because the time is now
For more than 65 years, we’ve earned 
a reputation for building the most 

reliable and dependable SUVs around. 
Today, we have a range of SUVs 
for everyone, and these legendary 
qualities are only part of the appeal. 
From the urban chic of C-HR, to the 
go-anywhere attitude of RAV4, to the 
unbeatable o� -road talents of Land 
Cruiser, there’s a Toyota SUV to tackle 
every adventure and every challenge.

Discover Toyota C-HR
The Toyota C-HR epitomises contem-
porary, urban style. Powerful design 
and a luxurious interior coax admiring 
glances on even the most fashionable 
streets, while the C-HR’s dynamic drive 
promises drivers an instant response. 
When something feels this spontane-
ous, why wait? 
Because now or never.

Discover Toyota RAV4
Because life happens outdoors: 
As the original compact SUV, the RAV4 
was a trailblazer for life without excus-
es. Sleek design, a spacious interior and 
pioneering technology make it a family 
all-rounder with a spirit of adventure. 
RAV4 encourages you to get out there. 
Why? Because life happens outdoors.

Discover Toyota Land Cruiser
Because land doesn’t cruise itself
If you need an SUV that can get you 
anywhere and back safely, Land 
Cruiser makes no excuses. Its legend-
ary combination of quality, tireless 
reliability and outstanding o� -road 
performance adds up to an icon that 
makes the impossible possible. Ready 
to get out there? Because land doesn’t 
cruise itself.
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SUBARU UK is pleased to announce that the 
all-new Subaru XV has been selected as one 
of the safest cars in the UK, having been highly 
commended in the safety category at the 2018 
annual What Car? Awards.
The combination of Subaru’s bespoke Eye-
Sight safety technology and the recent 2017 
best-in-class accolade from Euro NCAP, aided 
in the commendation for the all-new XV which 
went on sale in the UK earlier this year.
EyeSight technology uses cameras to detect 
the car’s surroundings, highlighting any po-
tential threats, issues or impending collisions, 
aiding in a safer drive on and o�  road. The 
all-new XV is also praised for its passenger and 
child safety credentials, topping the � ndings 
as the safest car for child occupancy in the 
2017 results.
Torbjörn Lillrud, automotive development 
director Subaru UK, said: ‘We are delighted 
the all-new XV has been highly commended 
by What Car?. Our customers buy our cars 
because of their safety credentials and 
EyeSight technology is a part of that reason 
too. We’re delighted that the XV has got o�  
to such a good start, especially as it’s now in 
showrooms for customers to test drive.’
Subaru EyeSight – Subaru’s EyeSight driver 
assistance technology, which is also � tted as 
standard on the new XV and Impreza, scored 
highly in the autonomous emergency braking 
section at Euro NCAP testing, with both cars 
and pedestrians. The EyeSight driver assist 
technology is a set of two digital cameras 
that monitor the tra�  c movement to warn 
the driver of a threat ahead and to apply 
pre-collision braking in emergency situations, 
in order to avoid or at least to mitigate the 
collision. Subaru EyeSight also observes the 
lateral support functions, warning the driver 
of unintentional lane departure and assisting 
the driver in keeping in the travelling lane.
To � nd out more about the all-new Subaru XV, 
please visit www.sandsservices.co.uk or call 
John Spicer 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL-NEW SUBARU XV RECEIVES COMMENDATION AT

2018 WHAT CAR? AWARDS
The all-new Subaru XV highly commended 
in the safety category

All-new XV received maximum � ve-star 
overall rating in the Euro NCAP safety test

Awarded accolade due to integrated 
EyeSight driver assistance safety 
technology

All-new XV now available in UK dealerships

NEW CAR 
INDEX S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR

NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 

01631 568000

PEUGEOT 3008 SUV WINS AGAIN AT THE FLEET WORLD HONOURS

PEUGEOT 3008 SUV takes Fleet 
World Honour for Best Medium 
SUV

3008 SUV wins its class for the 
second year running

 ‘Great to drive, and excellent 
value.’

THE PEUGEOT 3008 SUV has add-
ed to the growing list of awards it 
has accumulated since its launch 
in January 2017 by winning ‘Best 
Medium SUV of the Year’ in the 
2018 Fleet World Honours. 
This is the second year running 
that the 3008 SUV has won its 
category, having been named 
‘Best Crossover’ in 2017. 
The award was presented at 
the 2018 Fleet World Honours 
ceremony held at the RAC Club in 
London’s West End.

Speaking at the awards ceremo-
ny, Fleet World Editor Alex Grant 
said: ‘Few sectors are as � ercely 

competitive, or highly desirable, 
as this. 

‘But the 3008 brings a lot to the 
table; distinctive and modern 
styling, an intuitive but incredibly 
stylish interior, and competitive 
petrol and diesel engines to suit 
all sorts of users. 

It’s also great to drive, and excel-
lent value.’

PSA Group Fleet Director Martin 
Gurney said: ‘For the 3008 SUV 
to be recognised for two years 
in succession in the Fleet World 
Honours shows the strength of its 
appeal to the � eet sector. 

‘The crisp, modern design and 
low emissions engine range are 
just what � eets are looking for.’

As JATO Dynamics stated re-
cently, PEUGEOT 3008 SUV sales 
soared by 555 per cent to almost 
167,000 across 27 Western Euro-
pean countries in 2017, its � rst 
year on sale in the UK. 

Here, sales were responsible for 
more than 10 per cent of that to-
tal, reaching almost 18,000 during 
the year.

FOR MORE DETAILS ON THE SUV RANGE PLEASE CONTACT

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY ON 01586 553 200
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MOBILITY OBAN BLINDS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL
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Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CHIMNEY SERVICES

PERSONAL

RAYBURN 216 
MULTIFUEL 

RANGE C

Tel 07889 324823.

cooker in satin black.  
Professionally rebuilt.  Flue 
RHS, ovens RHS. 830 mm 
w x 820 mm h x 510 mm 
d. Fitted with a brand new 
stainless steel boiler (water 
pipes LHS), provides hot 

water and a heating capacity 
of 16,000 Btus (roughly 4 

radiators). Superb condition 
throughout. Photos available.  

Delivery possible.  Huge 
saving on a new equivalent 

cooker, 

£2,230

Thank You 
Roddy and Alice Munro would like to 

thank their wonderful family and friends 
for their kindness to them on the occasion 
of their Golden Wedding. For lovely gifts, 
cards and beautiful flowers and their very 

generous donations of £1,250 for 
Macmillan Nurses Chemotherapy Unit, 

Belford Hospita l.
Moran Taing

52 Riverside Park, L ochyside.

UPVC windows, Doors, Roofl ine,
Conservatory Roofs, GRP Fibre Glass Flat 

Roofi ng.  All roofi ng work undertaken.
We Cover Argyll and The Islands

PROPERTY CARE

“No job too big, or small!”

Phone: 0141 530 9855
Email: info@thistlepropertycare.co.uk

Website: www.thistlepropertycare.co.uk

Joan and Ronnie McL auchlan, 
Ba llachulish wish to thank 
family, friends and a ll who 

sent cards and flowers on the 
occa s ion of their 60th wedding 

anniversary.

Thank You 
I write to express my appreciation for 
the assistance given to me by members 

of the public and Tesco staff in the Tesco 
car park on the morning of Saturday 3rd 
February. I am sorry I was unable to thank 

you individually at the time.
DMMcK.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

MOTHER OF PEARL 
World Globe, £70 Tel 
01546 600045.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY SNUG WITH PLAY 
TRAY Mamas and Papas 
Red snug with play tray. 
Hardly used and no dam-
age, £20 Tel 01631 569534.
BABY SWING Mamas and 
Papas cream baby swing 
(same as star lite swing but 
without canopy). Working 
and in very good condition, 
£30 Tel 01631 569534.
CHICCO NEXT2ME CRIB 
Chicco crib in dove grey, in 
mint condition and hardly 
used. Will include 2 white 
fi tted sheets. Welcome to 
view, £50 Tel 01631 569534.

 BICYCLES
HALFORDS BIKE RACK 
carries two bikes, fi ts 
over spare wheel, £12 Tel 
01586 552773.

 BOOKS

 BUILDING / DIY
BELLE CEMENT MIXER 
electric, hardly used, 
£99.99 Tel 01546 603189 
or 07767 697001.
ITALIAN SLATE FLOOR 
TILES 24 used, slight dam-
age to some 30x30x1cm, 
£5 Tel 01586 552773.
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 Tel 
01631 564578².
REVOLVING CHIMNEY 
COWL steel lobster back, 
adjustable, 8-7 inches 
diameter, anti-downdraft 
coal, oil and wood, £30 Tel 
01586552773.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

VAN TYRE Ford Transit/
Renault Traffi c van tyre. 
Avon Avanza 215/70R15C 
109/107R. As new, £30 Tel 
01631 564578².

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREAD MAKER with 
instruction book, £15 Tel 
07833 312583.
B R E A D M A K E R S 
Panasonic SD253 and 
Kenwood BM450, both 
work well, surplus to re-
quirements, £20 each Tel 
01631 564452².
COFFEE MACHINE with 
instruction book, £15 Tel 
07833 312583².
DEHUMDIFIER Home-
base dehumidifi er. Excel-
lent working order, £55 
Telephone 01586 551551.
DYSON V6 CORDLESS 
Dyson V6 Cordless cleaner 
with base and all tools. As 
new condition. Can deliver 
locally, £99 Tel 01631 
770394.
MAXIM BUFFET SERVER 
Hot Plate, excellent condi-
tion, £30 Tel 01546 600045.
MICROWAVE OVEN/
GRILL Sanyo COMBI 
MICROWAVE and GRILL 
Model EM-SL50G 25 litres 
900W microwave, 1000W 
grill, £39 Tel 07966 435245.

VAX CARPET WASHER 
excellent condition. 
Complete with fl oor mop. 
Portsonachan, £15 Tel 
01866 833009.

 DOMESTIC PETS
GUINEA PIGS 2 Fe-
males, 1 Brown, 1 Brown/
White, 6 months old, 
cage included plus out-
side hutch, £70 Tel 07833 
121924² Ardrishaig.

 FIREARMS

GUN CABINET 4-gun 
steel cabinet. 2 sets keys, 
£60 Tel 01967 421688.

 FURNITURE

ALMOST NEW 4 SEAT-
ER SOFA Brown 4 seater 
DFS sofa, classic design 
2 cushions. Bought new 
from DFS 2 years ago, 
lightly used, £250 Tel 
01852 300326.
BED 3ft single divan bed, 
good clean condition, 
buyer must collect from 
Bellochantuy, £5 Tel 
01583 421025².
BLANKET CHEST 
painted pine, £20 Tel 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
COTTAGE STYLE 
SUITE 3 seater sofa 
plus two armchairs, good 
clean condition, buyer 
must collect from Bello-
chantuy, £20 Tel 01583 
421025².
DINING ROOM SUITE 
reproduction mahogany 
dinng room suite. 4 chairs 
plus 2 matching Carvers. 
Size 4’6” extends to 5’13” 
with central pedestal. 
In beautiful condition. 
Cost over £3000 will 
accept £150. Reason for 
selling - house move,  Tel 
07919106318.
DINING TABLE and 4 
chairs, £99 Tel 01546 
603654 or 07900 862835.
LAPTOP TABLE Glass, 
round, £15 Tel 01546 
603189 or 07767 697001.
MAHOGANY STOOL for 
dressing table, deep red 
cushion, £35 Tel 01546 
600045.
MINI WARDROBE with 
shelves, oak, £30 Tel 
01546 603654 or 07900 
862835.

SIDEBOARD dark wood, 
£50 Tel 01546 603654 or 
07900 862835.
SINGLE BED BASE with 
two drawers, £30 Tel 
01546 603654 or 07900 
862835.
TELESCOPIC KITCHEN 
TABLE black glass top, 
70cm², £25 Tel 01546 
603189 or 07767 697001.
TWO SEATER  Drop Side 
Couch, upholstered in 
recent times, £99.99 Tel 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
TWO SEATER COUCH 
Recently re-upholstered, 
would suit older property, 
£99.99 Tel 01546 603189 
or 07767 697001.

 GARDEN
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Tel 01631 564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Tel 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS cast iron and deco-
rative, for working use or 
colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from £90, Tel 
01631 564578².

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
TREADMILL electronic 
and fully programmable, 
£95 Tel 01397 772047.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

DVD + rewritable recorder 
TDR5101, in good con-
dition, c/w discs, lead, 
remote control manual, 
£15 Tel 01631 562750.
SONY HOME ENTER-
TAINING SYSTEM Sony 
Complete Home Enter-
tainment system, small 
powerful speakers, remote 
control, Instructions inc, 
£30 Tel 01631 770394.

TV & VIDEO RECORD-
ER 14 “ inch Samsung 
TV plus stand, with 
Sony VHS recorder/
player includes remote, 
buyer must collect from 
Bellochantuy, £5 Tel 
01583 421025².

 HOME FURNISHINGS
DARK BROWN RUG 
Sculptured High Pile 
twisted Shaggy Rug 
110cm x 160cm, in 
shades of brown, ex 
Mathesons, cost £150. 
Offers accepted. vgc, 
£45 Tel 01546 602087.

 HOME OFFICE
CANON PIXMA TS3151 
PRINTER Brand new. 
White colour. 2 ink 
cartridges. Reason for 
sale, not compatible 
with Chromebook, £30 
Tel 01397 704997.
DELL MONITOR Dell 
monitor with stand, with 
wireless keyboard, wire-
less mouse and camera 
in excellent condition, 
£20 Tel 01631 770394.
FILING CABINET small, 
metal, 2 drawer, £35.00 
Tel 01546 600045.
SAMSUNG LED 24\” 
MONITOR STILL Brand 
new still in box Samsung 
24” led HDMI Monitor, 
£50 Tel 01631 770394.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BELFAST SINK modern 
cast iron Belfast sink 
and mixer-tap, 15 x 12.5 
inches, 7 inches deep, 
£25 Tel  01586 552773.
KITCHEN MIXER TAP 
with under sink fi ttings, 
£5 Tel 01586 552773.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOT 
STICKS style sensa-
tions, in excellent con-
dition with carry case,  
£10 Tel 01631 562750.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 

Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk or Tel 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk or Tel 
01371 851868.

 MARINE
MINN-KOTA OUT-
BOARD Electric 24 volts 
70 Saltwater Series 
good condition,  £150 
ono Tel 01631 730323².

 MISCELLANEOUS
HAND PUMP WITH 
HOSE for pumping die-
sel from drum, £10 Tel 
01586 552773.
STEEL TURFING ROPE 
one hook, approx 25 
yds long and 1/3 inch 
diameter, £30 Tel 01586 
552773.
STEEL WIRE WINCH 
ROPE with stops, ap-
prox 50 yrds long and 
1/2 inch diameter,  £40 
Tel 01586 552773.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

BMW MOTORCYCLE 
GLOVES BMW motor-
cycle gloves size 9-9.5. 
Gortex fabric with leath-
er palms. Colour black. 
Very good condition, 
£15 Tel 01499 500216.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

LINE6 LD400 pro mod-
elling bass amp. Very 
versatile, excellent con-
dition 400watts, 2x10 
speakers, Tel 07900 
048362².

 PET ACCESSORIES

DOG GUARD like new 
non adjustable dog 
guard, £20 Tel 07780 
795870.

 POULTRY

PULLETS brown, black 
or pure, ducks, also 
hen and duck sheds. 
Feeders and drinkers, 
Tel 01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL, market your 
business effectively 
with professionally de-
signed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 WANTED

SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
ENGINE any condition, 
any size, phone after 
6pm, Tel 01631 581280.
WANTED VINTAGE 
FISHING TACKLE reels, 
lures, boxes, wallets, 
catalogues etc farlows, 
mallochs, hardy, abu 
etc anything fi shing 
related considered best 
prices paid,  Tel 01546 
830165².

MAGAZINE 
& BOOK 

COLLECTIONS

 Tel 07554 541548.

Mojo magazine 260 issues 
2000AD magazine

 475 issues 
World of Interiors magazine 

345 issues 
Bass Guitar magazine 

65 issues 
Also a selection of bass 

guitar and tab music books.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Subscribe
for as little as 

56p
a week

www.
obantimes.

co.uk
/subscriptions

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE
Oban & Lorn 

Fundraising Branch
Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
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In memory of Catherine MacLeod

Thought for the week
The winter of discontent!

WEATHER patterns this 
winter seem to be more 
erratic than usual. If you live 
in Oband and Lorn you will 
know exactly what I mean.

As a Christian, I take 
comfort from God’s word, 
knowing that there is a time 
and a season for everything 
(Eccl. 3). I know that day will 
follow night and that winter 
will be followed by spring. 
What I don’t know is how 
long winter will last! 

I recognise that my frus-
tration comes from the fact 
that reality does not conform 
to my expectations; from 
my lack of control over the 
situation and from the foolish 
mistakes I continue to make 
(like planting out primroses 

which were promptly de-
stroyed by frosts), but I take 
comfort from the knowledge 
that I have a Heavenly Father 
who knows me and all my 
foolishness and who loves me 
nevertheless. 

In this season of Lent we 
look forward to Easter, rec-
ognising that Christ paid the 
price for all our wrongdoings 
and made the way for us to be 
reconciled to God. 

I love the Message version 
of 11:28-30 which reminds us 
to give our cares over to Jesus 
and to ‘learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace’. 

Think I’d better go and read 
it again!

Cath Sheldrick, Oban 
Salvation Army

DEATHS

BLACK - At the Lynn 
of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch, on February 8, 
2018, in her 87th year, Isobel 
Amelia, eldest daughter of 
Iain and Christine Black, 
much loved sister and aunt.
COOKE - June E.R. (née 
Steel) formerly of Port Appin, 
passed away peacefully 
in Bury St Edmunds on 
February 3, 2018, aged 96 
years. Beloved wife of the late 
Dr. David Cooke of Needham 
Market. Much loved mother 
of Shiona, Deirdre, Bridget, 
Simon and Elspeth. Loving 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. The funeral 
service will take place at the 
West Suffolk Crematorium 
on Friday March 2 at 4.30pm. 
Flowers may be sent c/o L. 
Fulcher, 80 Whiting Street, 
Bury St Edmunds, IP33 
1NX, Tel 01284 754049. Any 
donations to Target Ovarian 
Cancer.
FYFE - Peacefully at 
Strathcarron Hospice on 
Wednesday February 7, 2018 
Marjory (née Cunningham) 
beloved wife of Jim, loving 
mum of Mark, Dawn and 
Stevie. Mother-in-law of 
Laura, doting gran of Riley. 
Private family funeral. 
Donations if so desired to 
Strathcarron Hospice.
JOHNSTONE - Sheila. 
Peacefully at home in Connel 
on February 7, 2018, in 
her 90th year, after a long 
illness, Sheila Johnstone, 
beloved wife of David, and 
mother of Ian, Paul and Neil. 
Short service at Pennyfuir 
Cemetery at 12 noon on 
Friday February 16.
TOMS - Peacefully at home 
in Glenmoriston on Monday 
February 5 following a 
brave battle with cancer. 
Kathleen (Kathy) Anne 
Toms (née Taylor), aged 67, 
formerly from Lochyside, 
Fort William. Much loved 
wife, mother, sister and 
grandmother. Funeral 
ceremony on Friday February 
23, at 2pm, at Inverness 
Crematorium. All welcome. 
No fl owers. Donations, if 
desired, for the Special 
Care Baby Unit, Raigmore 
Hospital, where she worked 
as a nurse.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CAMPBELL - The family 
of the late Morag Campbell 
would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks to the family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness, support and 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad of our 
mother. Grateful thanks to 
Eader Glinn Care Home and 
Ward B Lorn and Islands 
Hospital for the care to our 
mother. Sincere thanks to 
the Rev. Chris Fulcher for 
her comforting service and 
to Ian MacInnes and the 
staff at D&A Munn for their 
guidance and effi ciency, to 
Petals for their lovely fl owers 
and the Royal Hotel for the 
catering. Finally sincere 
thanks to all who attended at 
the church and the graveside 
and who generously donated 
to ABCD, the amount raised 
was £350.00. 
GRAY - The family of the 
late Dolina (Dolly) would 
like to thank most sincerely 
all those who supported them 
on their recent loss. We would 
like to extend our heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation to 
the many friends, relatives, 
neighbours and well wishers 
who sent cards, fl oral 
tributes, telephoned, and 
travelled to attend the funeral 
service, burial and wake 
and to those who generously 
made charitable donations. 
We would especially like 
to thank the Lorn Medical 
Centre in particular Dr Glenn 
and the district nursing team 
for their exceptional care and 
support shown to both our 
mum and to us. And to the 
Lorn and Islands hospital, 
Mears and Care Plus who 
cared for Dolly with such 
care and compassion over 
the years. We would also 

like to thank all those who 
took part in the mass, to 
Fr James MacNeil for the 
very touching eulogy, the 
Royal Hotel for the catering 
and Moreen Gracie for the 
beautiful fl oral tributes. 
Finally we would like to 
thank Catriona MacFarlane at 
Hamish Hoey and Son for her 
professionalism and sensitive 
handling of the arrangements. 
The generous sum of £436.65 
has been donated to Cancer 
Research.
MACDOUGALL - 
Margaret and Andrew would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends who provided cards, 
fl owers and uplifting words 
of comfort and sympathy 
following the recent loss of 
their much loved mother, 
Jean. Thanks are also due to 
those staff members of Carers 
Direct Ltd and close friends 
(especially Grace and Mike 
Forbes, Jess MacDonald, 
Sandra MacColl, Archie and 
Margaret McPhail, and Ross 
and Amy McFarlane) who 
have been such a support 
to Jean and her family over 
several years. Our gratitude 
is also extended to the staff 
of Lorn Medical Centre, 
especially Drs Erik Jespersen 
and Fiona A MacLennan, 
for their support over many 
years, to the nurses and 
doctors in Ward B of Lorn 
and Islands Hospital for their 
compassion, support and 
professionalism, to those who 
attended the funeral, were 
present at the graveside and 
contributed to the retiring 
collection, to the Rev D Ross 
McFarlane for conducting 
the funeral service, to the 
Rev Archie McPhail, the Rev 
George G Cringles and Dr 
David James for their input 
to the funeral service, to the 
staff of The Olive Garden 
who were so supportive in 
providing refreshments after 
the service, to the staff of 
D & A Munn Ltd as funeral 
directors, especially Ian 
MacInnes, for his valued 
friendship, professionalism 
and commitment to dignity 
and respect, and to Lynette 
MacArthur of Petals for 
assistance with fl owers. 
Thanks are also due to those 
who donated to the UK 
Dementia Research Institute. 
The amount raised was 
£384.30. “Your mercy, O 
Lord, is in the heavens; Your 
faithfulness reaches to the 
clouds.” (Psalm 36:5)
MACLACHLAN - Sheila, 
Aileen and Mhairi would like 
to extend their sincere thanks 
to all for the overwhelming 
support and kindness shown 
to them following Billy’s 
passing. Our thanks also 
to those who travelled in 
such large numbers from 
near and far to attend the 
funeral. Special thanks to 
the Rev Richard Baxter and 
Scott Greenlees of McLellan 
Funeral Directors for their 
care and understanding.
MITCHELL - The family 
of the late John Mitchell 
would like to thank everyone 
for their kind messages of 
sympathy. Also, thanks to all 
the medical staff who cared 
for him over the years at the 
Royal Infi rmary, Glasgow, 
Taynuilt Medical Practice 
and Oban Hospital, wards 
B and I. Thanks also to all 
the carers who helped him 
look after Mary at home and 
latterly who made him so 
welcome at the Lynn of Lorne 
Care Home when he visited 
her there. Grateful thanks 
to Rev. Margaret Millar and 
David Belsham for the lovely 
funeral service and to Ian of 
D&A Munn for his guidance 
and support through such a sad 
time. ABCD have expressed 
their thanks for generous 
donations of £694.00.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL - In memory of 
our dear dad Peter, who passed 
away February 14, 2017.
Your presence we miss 
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always 
Forgetting you never.
- Michelle, Peter and 
grandson Stephen.

CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Anne, our beloved 
mum, granny and great-
granny, who died February 
15, 2007.
Always in our hearts.
- The family.
CURRIE - Cherished 
memories of Lily, who died 
February 15, 1989 and Archie, 
who died June 1, 1998.
We treasure the memories we 
have of you.
- Margaret, Donald and family.
Always in my thoughts
- Mike.
FERGUSON - Georgina 
(Ina) died on February 18, 
2012. When someone you 
love becomes a memory, that 
memory becomes a treasure. 
In our hearts you will forever 
remain.  
- Love DJ and all your family.
LAMONT - In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Joanne, passed away 
February 17, 2009.
Love and miss you always.
- Ann.
LOCKHART - In loving 
memory of my mum Violet 
Lockhart, who sadly passed 
away on February 18, 
2013. Also my father Louis 
Lockhart. Also brothers 
Neil and Cecil Lockhart and 
nephew/son Martin Lockhart.
Loved dearly and remembered 
always.
- Family in Dundee.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear parents, 
Thomas Freeland passed 
away February 12, 1986 and 
Jessie MacKenzie, passed 
away February 7, 1994.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Donald, Neil, 
Isobel and family.
MACEACHAN - John. 
Cherished memories of a 
much loved husband, father 
and seanair, who passed away 
on February 12, 2017.
Loved and missed every day
You live in our hearts.
- Marianne and family.
MACGREGOR - In loving 
memory of our dearest 
mum, mum-in-law, gran 
and great-gran, Rhoda 
(Carswell), who passed 
away on February 15, 2013.
Loved, missed and 
remembered every day.
- Linda, Kenneth, John and 
families.
Miss you always Gran 
- Jordan, Eilidh, Erin and 
Laura xx
MACLEAN  - In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
gran and great gran, Annag 
MacLean, Kinlochleven, 
passed away February 10, 2011 
also remembering our dad and 
grampa Calum MacLean, who 
passed away May 19, 1984.
Loved and remembered always.
- Ian, Elizabeth and family 
and Roddy, Fiona and family.

THE REV BILL Bristow 
passed away peacefully at 
home aged 91, after a long 
battle with Parkinson’s 
disease.

At age 18 Bill enlisted in 
the Navy as a signalman 
on Motor Torpedo Boat 
497 (based at Lowestoft), 
and was involved in one of 
the last English Channel 
battles of World War II.

He graduated in Divinity 
1951 and became assistant 
minister at St Marchar’s 
Cathedral, Aberdeen, 
and subsequently 
minister at Haugh of Urr, 
Kirkcudbrightshire.

He was gifted musically 
on the piano, organ, 
bagpipes and violin with 
an accomplished tenor 
voice.

Between 1954 and 1970 
he served as an Army 
chaplain attached to the 
Scots Guards, Highland 
Light Infantry (HLI) 
and the Queen’s Own 
Cameron Highlanders.

In 1973 he graduated 
in teaching English and 
Special Education, also 
in Aberdeen.

Rev. Bristow had a 
personal connection 

with Argyll, particularly 
to Southend near 
Campbeltown, where 
in 1960 his late brother 
Robert Bristow and 
grandmother Isabella 
Greenway had moved 
from Coatbridge to 
Machrihanish.

Afterwards he and 
his first wife Betty (née 
Hayes) and the Bristow 
family became familiar 
visitors at their holiday 
home in Southend area.

Bill accepted a teaching 
post in 1978 at the 
then Meadows School 
in Campbeltown, and 
ultimately became head 
teacher before retiring in 
1991.

He helped set up local 
riding for the disabled, 
and served as chairman 
of  Auchinlee Care Home 
committee for many 
years.

He also became hospital 
chaplain at Campbeltown 
hospital, and subsequently 
accepted long-term locum 
positions on the islands of 
Gigha and Islay. 

At the of age 83 he was 
forced to retire fully due 
to advancing Parkinson’s 

disease. 
He is survived by his 

dear wife Margaret 
and daughters Wendy, 
Mairi and grandsons 
David, Alistair and 
stepson Craig, and great 
grandchildren Emily and 
Charlie. 

He will be very sadly 
missed by them all, by 
other family members 
and of course his many 
friends.

The funeral was at 
Southend Parish church 
on Monday January 
29. The service was 
conducted by Rev. 
Steve Fulcher with a 
representative from Army 
Chaplaincy department, 
Padre Stewart Young. 

It was very well attended 
by many dear friends and 
familiar faces with Piper 
John McGeachy and the 
Royal British Legion at 
Keil Cemetery graveside.

The family wish to 
thank everyone for their 
very kind donations to 
Parkinson’s UK. 

Over £500 was collected 
at the local parish church 
with further donations 
from family members.

Obituary – Padre (Rev.) William 
(Bill) Henry Greenway Bristow
March 1 1926 - January 22 2018

McPHAIL - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Charlie, who passed away 
on February 16, 2017 and our 
dear mum, Mary, who passed 
away on April 3, 2004. Sadly 
missed
Forever in our thoughts.
- John, Sheonaid and Drew, 
Dalmally
Love and miss you always
Grandpa and Granny
- Elizabeth and Andrew xxxx
POULTON - Remembering 
with love our beautiful baby 
son and brother Danny, who 
died February 15, 1992.
Forever in our hearts 
- Mum and Hannah, Bunessan.
POULTON - In loving 
memory of my grandson and 
our nephew Danny, who died 
on February 15, 1992.
Loved always.
- Freena and family.
ROBERTSON - In memory 
of my husband Tom, who passed 
away February 18, 2011.
Always remembered.
- Jean.
SUTHERLAND - Precious
memories of our dearly loved
son Innes, taken from us on
February 14, 1999, aged 21 years.
There is a place in our hearts
that is yours alone
A part of our lives no one can
own
Deep in our memories you are
with us yet
To love, cherish and never
forget
Loved and remembered
every day.
- Mum and Dad xx.
Innes, a much loved brother, 
brother in law and uncle
We miss your smile, your 
joking ways
We miss the things you used to say
When old times we do recall
It’s then we miss you most of all
Forever in our thoughts and 
hearts.
- Your big sisters Keri, Iona 
and Catherine xxx

Senior reporter
Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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New MacTavish Cup sponsor announced
THE CAMANACHD Associ-
ation has announced Cottages.
com is the new sponsor of the 
MacTavish Cup.

Camanachd Association 
president Keith Loades joined 
Stuart Walkden, owner ac-
quisition manager, and Mark 
Whitehouse, area manager, 
both of Cottages.com, at River 
Lodge, Inverness, to make the 
draw on Monday February 12.

The Cottages.com MacTavish 
Cup first round draw is: 

Caberfeidh v Strathglass
Lovat v Kingussie
Kinlochshiel v Inverness
Beauly v Lochaber
Newtonmore v Kilmallie
Byes: Skye Camanachd, Fort 

William and Glenurquhart.
Keith Loades said: ‘The 

sport of shinty has once again 
attracted another company 
of outstanding quality as the 
sponsor of one of our major 
competitions and we look for-
ward to working with cottages.
com.’

Stuart Walkden added: 
‘We are delighted to be title 
sponsors of the Cottages.com 
MacTavish Cup. 

‘We are thrilled to support 
such an historic sport and an 
historic competition that is 
intrinsically involved with local 
communities.’ 

The Cottages.com MacTavish 
Cup first round ties will be 
played on Saturday March 31.

Board says no       
to sin bins
THE CAMANACHD Asso-
ciation board has opted not to 
introduce 10-minute sin bins 
and three-point cautionable 
offences for the 2018 shinty 
season.

Several clubs voiced their 
opposition to the move and the 
board recognised that whilst 
there was merit in the proposal, 
it was also aware greater clarity 
on the implications and man-
agement for players, coaches 
and officials was needed.

As well as thanking member 
clubs and associations for their 
in-depth feedback, the board 
noted their intention to set up 
a working group to examine 
all options to enhance player 
discipline.

The working group will 
include representation from 
member clubs and officials and 
they it will report back to the 
Camanachd Association board 
by July.

The board has approved 
changes to Byelaw 2 concerning 
the wearing of helmets and all 
youth clubs will be encouraged 
to comply with the new rules by 
the start of season 2018.

However, in recognition of 
potential difficulties in meet-
ing the required faceguard 
standard, the byelaw will not be 
rigorously applied until July 1.

Failure to play a scheduled 
fixture in Marine Harvest 
North and South Division 2, 
other than by reason of post-
ponement, shall result in the 
match being declared won by 
the team not responsible for 
the failure and that team will 
get two points.

The offending team will get 
one point deducted.

There will also be a reminder 
issued to clubs regarding the 
payment of referee expenses 
when a game has been post-
poned.

League � xture  
list released
The 2018 shinty season draft 
fixture list has been released.

Changes and referee appoint-
ments will be in final fixture 
list which will be distributed to 
clubs on Friday February 16.
Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Marine Harvest champions 
Kinlochshiel begin their bid 
for a second successive title 
at home to Glenurquhart on 
Saturday March 3.

Oban Camanachd’s opening 

fixture is a home meeting with 
newly-promoted Skye Cama-
nachd.

Fellow new boys Caberfeidh 
head for the Dell to take on 
Kingussie.

Lovat open against Newton-
more at Balgate, whilst Loch-
aber welcome Kyles Athletic to 
Spean Bridge.

The following week sees Kin-
lochshiel travel to Castle Leod 
to play Caberfeidh.

Oban Camanachd are also 
on the road as they visit 
Drumnadrochit to face Gle-
nurquhart.

Skye and Newtonmore host 
Lovat and Lochaber respec-
tively, whilst Kingussie and 
Kyles Athletic meet.

Week three of shinty’s top 
flight pits Lovat against Kin-
lochshiel at Balgate.

Oban Camanachd take on 
Newtonmore at Mossfield, 
whilst Kingussie play Glenur-
quhart at The Dell.

Caberfeidh welcome Kyles 
Athletic to Castle Leod.

It is Lochaber’s designated 
'free Saturday' so Skye Ca-
manachd also do not have a 
fixture.
Marine Harvest National 
Division
The Fort William squad start 
their push for promotion back 
to shinty’s top flight against 
Beauly at An Aird on Saturday 
March 3.

Kilmallie also have designs 
on a promotion spot and they 
have home advantage against 
Oban Celtic.

Glasgow Mid Argyll, relegat-
ed from the Premiership at the 
end of last season, have a tricky 
opener against Inveraray at 
Yoker.

Inverness and Strathglass, 
who finished in the division’s 
bottom two places at the end of 
last season, meet at The Bught 
Park.

A week later, Oban Celtic 
play their first home match of 
the competitive season with 
Inverness the visitors.

Fort William travel south to 
play Inveraray at the Winter-
ton.

Kilmallie are off to Beauly 
whilst Strathglass meet Glas-
gow Mid Argyll at Cannich.

The third round of National 
Division fixtures has Fort Wil-
liam at home to Glasgow Mid 
Argyll and Kilmallie at home 
to Inverness.

Oban Celtic will play host to 
Inveraray whilst Strathglass 
make the short trip to Strath-
glass.

There is also plenty to look 
forward to in the regional 
leagues.
Marine Harvest North 
Division 1
Champions Newtonmore 
reserves open with a match 
against Aberdeen University at 
The Eilan. The students were 
one of Newtonmore’s biggest 
challengers last season, so this 
is a tasty opening day fixture.

The Kingussie seconds are off 
to Craigard to play newly-pro-
moted Glengarry.

There is a reserve west coast 
derby as Skye Camanachd and 
Kinlochshiel meet at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree.

The Glenurquhart and Fort 
William second teams play at 
Blairbeg.

The second week of the shinty 
season sees Newtonmore re-
serves head for An Aird to play 
Fort William reserves.

Glengarry and the Skye colts 
are in action at Craigard, whilst 
the Kingussie seconds and their 
Glenurquhart counterparts 
play at Blairbeg.

Aberdeen University head for 
Kirkton to play Kinlochshiel's 
second team.
Marine Harvest South 
Division 1
Lochside Rovers open the de-
fence of their Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 title against 
Taynuilt at Taynuilt Sports 
Field.

Ballachulish are off to The 
Winterton where newly-pro-
moted Inveraray seconds are 
the opposition.

Two title contenders meet at 
Silversands where Aberdour 
play Bute.

Kyles Athletic and Kilmory 
meet, whist Tayforth have home 
advantage against Col Glen.

Lochside Rovers play their 
first home match of their 
league campaign on the second 
Saturday of the season with 
Bute again on their travels.

Taynuilt are at home again 
with the Inveraray second team 
visiting Taynuilt Sports Field.

Kilmory meet Ballachulish at 
MacRae Park, whilst Col Glen 
welcome the Kyles Athletic 
colts.

Aberdour take on Tayforth at 
Silversands.
Marine Harvest North 
Division 2
The Lochaber second team, 
who finished second in the 
division last season, open with 
a trip to Braeview Park to play 
the Beauly second team.

Boleskine have recruited 
several new players during the 
close season and their first 
league match is at home to 
Lochcarron.

The Caberfeidh colts await 
Lewis Camanachd at Castle 
Leod.The Inverness seconds 
make the short journey to Can-
nich to take on the Strathglass 
second team.

The Kilmallie seconds open 
with a trip to Grantown Gram-
mar School to face Strathspey 
Camanachd.

Lovat do not have an opening 
day fixture in this 11-team 
league.

Lovat seconds, relegated from 
Marine Harvest North Division 
1 at the end of last season, 
open their league campaign 
on the second Saturday of the 
new season against Strathspey 
Camanachd at Balgate.

The Lochaber colts host their 
Caberfeidh counterparts at 
Spean Bridge.

Lochcarron are at home 
against Lewis Camanachd.

The Kilmallie and Beauly 
second teams meet at Canal 
Parks, whilst Boleskine play 
host to the Strathglass reserves.

The Inverness seconds have 
no fixture.
Marine Harvest South 
Division 2
The Oban Celtic second team, 
returning to league action after 
a number of years, open at 
home to Bute's second team.

Strachur welcome the 
Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team to Strachurmore, whilst 
Glenorchy, relegated at the end 
of last season, meet the Aber-
dour seconds at Mart Park.

The Bute second team are on 
the road again on the second 
week of the season when they 
play Glenorchy at Mart Park.

Oban Celtic visit Strachur-
more to play Strachur whilst 
the Glasgow Mid Argyll and 
Aberdour reserves take the 
field at Yoker.

Pre-season 
friendlies
Some matches beat the ele-
ments on Saturday February 
10.
Lovat 4 
Fort William 1
Fort William and Lovat were 
to play at An Aird but an 
unplayable pitch saw the match 
switched to Balgate.

Callum Cruden was missing 
for Lovat, whilst Fort William 
travelled without Bryan Simp-
son.

Lovat started with Marc 
Kelly and Chris Johnston at 
wing back, whilst Craig Main-
land and the excellent Scott 
MacKenzie flanked full centre 
Danny Kelly in midfield.

Fort William had Jack Fraser 
at full forward and Padraig 
McNeil at wing centre.

Play flowed from end to end 
before Lovat took the lead on 
10 minutes. Craig Mainland 
pushed forward from midfield 
and his strike flew over keeper 
Paul MacKay and into the net.

The hosts doubled their lead 
late in the first half. The ball 
broke to Marc MacLachlan on 
the right of the ‘D’ and he sent 
a powerful shot into the net to 
make it 2-0 at the break.

Lovat extended their lead on 
the hour. 

Greg Matheson fought for 
possession and his shot was 
well saved by Paul MacKay. 
But the ball rebounded to Marc 
MacLachlan who leathered the 
ball into the net.

Fort William, with Victor 
Smith and Grant Disher given 
first team debuts, had chances 
in the game and, with five 
minutes remaining, Calum 
Shepherd pulled a goal back 
with a low strike to make it 3-1.

Lovat restored their three-

goal cushion a minute later. 
Greg Matheson went wide 
to gather the ball. Matheson 
initially shielded the ball and 
looked for a pass. However, 
with no obvious options, he 
turned and thundered a shot 
goalwards which went across 
keeper MacKay into the far 
corner of the net. It was a su-
perb strike and Lovat manager 
Fraser Gallacher will have been 
pleased with how well Greg 
Matheson and Marc MacLach-
lan linked up in attack.

Referee Archie Ritchie’s final 
whistle signalled a 4-1 Lovat 
win.
Ballachulish 3       
Strathspey Camanachd 1
Ballachulish and Strathspey 
Camanachd were scheduled 
to play at Jubilee Park, but the 
weather meant the match was 
switched to the astro pitch in 
Kinlochleven.

Goals from Duncan Mac-
Donald, Scott Henderson and 
Lewis Bryson gave Ballachulish 
a 3-1 win, with Chris Cameron 
bagging the Strathspey goal.

There was also a meeting 
between the club’s youth sides 
at the same venue earlier in the 
day.

Strathspey were 2-1 winners, 
with Struan Ross and Jack 
Nelson cancelling out Ross 
MacLean’s effort.
Kingussie 1 
Caberfeidh 1 
Kingussie won 3-2 on 
penalties
Kingussie and Caberfeidh 
played their annual match for 
the William MacPherson Plate 
in memory of Bill MacPherson, 
a significant figure for both 
clubs.

The game went ahead at 
Dunbarry at 1.30pm, with Ca-
berfeidh going into the match 
as holders.

Two Scottish internationals 
were to the fore as Lee Bain for 

Kingussie and Kevin Bartlett 
for Caberfeidh made it 1-1 at 
full time.

There was plenty of excite-
ment in the resultant penalty 
shoot-out.

The sides were level at two 
goals apiece after the first ten 
penalties. Kingussie’s Savio 
Genini and Roddy Young both 
missed the target with their 
penalties before Lee Bain’s 
effort was saved by Caberfeidh 
keeper Ewan Pilcher.

Alexander Michie and Kieran 
MacPherson both netted for 
Kingussie and Caberfeidh also 
scored twice, but Kingussie 
goalie Craig Dawson saved 
from Kevin Bartlett, Craig 
Morrison and Blair Morrison.

At 2-2, the shoot-out went to 
sudden death.

This time Savio Genini scored 
for Kingussie, whilst Craig 
Dawson made his fourth penal-
ty save to deny Craig Morrison 
and give Kingussie victory.
Beauly 2 
Glenurquhart 1
A water-logged pitch at Blair-
beg meant the meeting between 
the Glenurquhart and Beauly 
first teams was transferred to 
Braeview Park.

A debut goal from Callum 
Flynn gave Beauly the lead.

Connor Golabeck drew Gle-
nurquhart level but Jack Mac-
Donald scored what proved 
to be the winner for Alan 
MacRae’s Beauly side to notch 
an impressive 2-1 win against 
top flight opposition.
Glenurquhart 3 
Beauly 2
The Glenurquhart and Beauly 
second teams lined up at the 
astro pitch at Drumnadrochit.

Callum Flynn scored twice in 
the second half for Beauly, but 
goals from TJ Van Loom, Ben 
Hosie and Callum Miller gave 
Glenurquhart a 3-2 win.
Aberdour 0 Kyles 
Athletic 4
A more experienced visiting 
Kyles Athletic side were 4-0 
winners in their 1pm throw-up 
against Aberdour at Silver-
sands. Roddy MacDonald and 
Sandy MacKenzie both scored 
twice for Kyles.

Kyles’ new signing Neil 
MacVicar from Skye played the 
final 25 minutes of the match in 
the forward line.
Newtonmore 2 
Kingussie 2
The Badenoch reserve team 
derby between Newtonmore 
and Kingussie was scheduled 
for The Eilan but an unplayable 
field led to a Friday switch to 
Dunbarry with an 11.30am 
throw-up, ahead of Kingussie’s 
senior meeting with Caber-
feidh.

A 9am Saturday morning 
pitch inspection ruled the pitch 
could take two games and, in 
the end, it was honours even as 
the sides drew two each.

Russell Menzies and a first 
goal in Kingussie colours for 
Sandy Elrick counted for Kin-
gussie.

However, Craig MacLeod and 
Chris Sellar for Newtonmore 
made it 2-2 and ensured a share 
of the spoils.

This was a well-contested 
match between two impressive 
young sides.
Oban Camanachd P     
Oban Celtic P
Shinty supporters in Oban were 
left frustrated as the derby 
meeting between Oban Ca-
manachd and Oban Celtic was 
called off on Saturday morning 
as Mossfield was unplayable.
Lochside Rovers P 
Glengarry P
Marine Harvest South Division 
1 champions Lochside Rovers 
were to host  Glengarry, new-
ly-promoted to Marine Harvest 
North Division 1 after winning 
the North 2 title. However, the 
game was called off on Thurs-
day when it became clear Gana-
van would not be playable.
Strathglass P 
Skye Camanachd P
With Cannich hit hard by frost, 
there was no option but to call 
off the clash between Strath-
glass and Skye Camanachd.

Liam Symonds, Caberfeidh, and Darren Hanlan, Kingussie, in action on Saturday. The sides were 
competing in the annual match for the William MacPherson Plate, in memory of Bill MacPherson. 

Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Skye Camanachd P 
Lewis Camanachd P
There was disappointment for 
the Skye Camanachd second 
team and Lewis Camanachd 
when their meeting at Pairc nan 
Laoch was postponed as the 
Portree pitch was unplayable.

With it being 100 years since 
the end of World War 1, the 
teams will try to contest the 
John ‘Kaid’ MacLean Cup later 
in the season.
Inveraray P 
Kinlochshiel P
The clash between Marine 
Harvest National Division side 
Inveraray and Marine Harvest 
Premiership champions Kin-
lochshiel was called off as The 
Winterton was unplayable.

This was Kinlochshiel’s sec-
ond cancellation in successive 
weeks.
Glasgow Mid Argyll P 
Newtonmore P
Heavy overnight rain led to 
the cancellation of the 2.30pm 
start between the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll and Newtonmore first 
teams at Yoker.
Taynuilt P 
Col Glen P
Taynuilt and Col Glen were to 
contest the Jake Matheson Cup 
at Taynuilt Sports Field.

However, it was too wet for 
the game to go ahead at either 
club’s pitch so new Col Glen 
boss Ronnie MacVicar will 
have to wait for his first game 
in charge.

This weekend’s 
� xtures
The penultimate round of 
pre-season friendly matches 
takes place on Saturday Febru-
ary 17.

Oban Celtic will play Glen-
garry at Mossfield with a 2pm 
throw-up.

Marine Harvest South Di-
vision 1 champions Lochside 
Rovers welcome their Marine 
Harvest North Division 1 coun-
terparts Newtonmore seconds 
to Ganavan. Throw-up is at 
1pm.

Strathglass and Lochaber 
contest the Murdo MacKenzie 
Memorial Cup at Cannich, 
whilst Skye Camanachd and 
Fort William meet at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree.

The Kilmallie squad head for 
Blairbeg to play Glenurquhart, 
whilst the Lochaber second 
team and the Fort William 
second team take the field at 
Spean Bridge.

Kingussie and Kinlochshiel 
play at The Dell and Taynuilt 
are off to face Inverness at The 
Bught Park.

The Lovat and Glasgow Mid 
Argyll first teams, second 
teams and ladies teams all do 
battle at Balgate.

Tayforth and Inveraray 
clash at Levenhall Links and 
Ballachulish and the Kilmallie 
second team meet at Jubilee 
Park.

Col Glen host Bute, Aberdour 
and Aberdeen University have 
a 1pm throw-up at Silversands. 

The Caberfeidh and Kingus-
sie colts are in action at Castle 
Leod.

Elrick swaps 
Beauly for 
Kingussie
Sandy Elrick has left Beauly 
and will play for Kingussie in 
the 2018 shinty season.

Sandy was a regular in the 
Beauly first team last season 
and his performances earned 
a call up to the Scotland U17 
squad which toured Ireland in 
the summer.

He was listed in one of the 
Kingussie squads for the Liz 
Young Sixes and scored for 
the Kingussie seconds last 
weekend.

Cameron McNiven, Newtonmore, closes down Owen Reid, 
Kingussie, during the friendly Badenoch derby at the weekend. 

Photograph: Neil Paterson.
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£1 coin here
(only if posting)

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3550
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

C Hoon
North Connel
by Oban

C MacDonald
Nelson Road
Oban

Indoor shintyTHE FINAL round of games 
for the Scottish Sea Farms 
Indoor leagues took place  
on Sunday February 4.  The 
games took place over three 
age brackets, P3, P5 and P7 
and acted as a qualifier for 
the P5 and P7 section which 
takes place at Fort William on 
Saturday March 3.

Games got started at noon 
with the Primary 3 and under 

Primary 3 winners Dunollie DiehardsTaynuilt won the P5 section.Taynuilt were P7 winners.

Indoor athletics
A TOTAL of 67 young athletes 
competed in the Mull contest 
of Sports Hall Athletics held in 
Salen Primary School. 

Pupils from Salen primary 
school dominated in the morn-
ing session for the three young-
er age groups winning five out 
of the six age groups and easily 
retaining the primary schools 
trophy ahead of Bunessan with 
Tobermory in third place.  

Twelve girls entered the under 
seven age group, with Sienna 
Munro from Salen winning 
all five events with some style 
ahead of Ciara Cameron from 
Bunessan who was second on 
overall points and Sienna’s twin 
sister Kiyana in third place.

Palmo Jones from Bunessan 
was the under-9 champion 
thanks to wins in the javelin, 
speed bounce and triple jump. 
Salen girls filled the next 
four places with Robin Stan-
ley-Wright in second place only 
just ahead of Erin Greig, Flora 
Thorne and Eilidh Cameron.

Eleven girls contested a 
competitive under-11 age 
group with champion Ellen 
MacRae from Salen impressing 
in winning the high jump and 
triple jump and placed second 
in three other events. Lexie 
Dalgleish was the runner up 
to Ellen and another Salen girl 
Evie Kellett was third overall.

Lexie won the javelin with a 
12m throw while Evie won a 
close four-lap race in 28.3 sec-
onds and also the speed bounce 
with 72 jumps in 30 seconds. In 
the same age category Gemma 
Cameron from Bunessan won 
the standing long jump. 

Keira Munro from Salen 
and an S1 pupil at Tobermory 
High School won the under-13 
contest ahead of Katie-Qiu 
MacCrone from Tobermory 
and Lily Howitt from Salen 
primary. Keira won the triple 
jump, high jump shot putt and 
tied with Katie-Qiu in the 
speed bounce. Katie-Qiu won 
the four-lap race and Lily won 
the standing long jump. 

Bunessan girls Abbie Cato 
and Katie Edmundson were the 
under-15 and under-17 winners.

It was a close contest in the 
under-7 boys’ competition with 
only two points separating 
champion Kian Gibson from 
Salen and Lewis Cattanach 
from Tobermory. Kian won the 
four-lap race, triple jump and 
speed bounce. Lewis won the 
long jump and javelin.

Salen boys filled the top five 
places in the under-9s with 
Liam Munro the champion 
ahead of Ruaridh Dalgleish 
and Bailey Brown. Liam won 
the javelin and high jump with 
Ruaridh winning the four-lap 
race in 30.9 and also the long 
jump. Bailey was the winner in 
the triple jump.

Salen once again provided 
the winner in the under-11 boys 
with Euan MacPhail the winner 
ahead of Malik Clowes from 
Dervaig and Logan Gibson 
from Salen who shared second 
place on overall points. Euan 
won the four-lap race, high 
jump and triple jump.  Malik 
threw 16 metres to win the 
javelin and Logan won the long 
jump.   

James Edmundson from 
Bunessan won the under-13s 
contest just ahead of  Alexan-
der Quinn from Salen.

Mull sports 
hall athletics

section.  The six competing 
teams comprised of teams 
from Taynuilt, Park, Rockfield 
and Kilmory and played round 
robin games five minutes in 
length.  The aim of this section 
is to introduce the children to 
competitive shinty at an early 
age and promote participation 
in the sport.  

It was clear to see that the 
standard of play has increased 

since the introduction of this 
age group and it was  Park 
school’s Dunollie Diehards 
who eventually finished top of 
their group.

Next up the Primary 5 and 
under section took place with 
seven teams from across Oban 
and Lochgilphead taking cen-
tre stage.  The quality of shinty 
was fantastic throughout which 
was epitomised by the closeness 

of the league before games got 
under way.  However, it was Ta-
ynuilt that set the standard and 
came through a tough section 
and will represent the Oban 
area at the National Finals.

Finally the Primary 7 sec-
tion was last up.  Again who 
progressed from this group 
was anyone’s guess at the start 
but Taynuilt managed to get 
through and will represent the 

P7s at Fort William on March 3. 
Additionally the Oban 

Area Development Group 
was delighted to continue its 
sponsorship with the Heart 
of the Community Trust. The 
cash grant from Scottish Sea 
Farms is in its second year of 
a five-year period, which helps 
secure the future of primary 
tournaments and the hire of 
venues.  

  The Primary 5 player of the 
tournament  awrd winner was 
Matthew Sloss of Taynuilt who 
received the shield donated by 
Munro’s of Oban. 

The senior player of the 
tournament award, the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Quaich, 
was presented to Rockfield’s 
Duncan MacEwan. 

Kyokushinkai Karate
THE SCOTTISH Open Knockdown tournament which is held in 
Glasgow each year and organised by Iain Rodger is fast approach-
ing. This year’s event is on February 24 and club members are 
involved in helping the day go smoothly.
 There are currently fighters entered from seven different coun-
tries and from 14 different organisations.
 Also on the day there will be certificate and embroidered belt 
presentations to IKKU members who successfully passed their dan 
grades towards the end of last year, six from England and four from 
Scotland.

Darryl McLaughlin from the Oban dojo is in training for the 
Kyokushin Cup Knockdown Tournament in April and will be 
representing IKKU Scotland at the event, also representing the 
union will be Jodie Robertson from the Lochgilphead dojo, both 
are entered in the Cadet section which is for 16- and 17- year-olds.

Kyokushinkai Karate was the brainchild of Sosai Mas Oyama, 
who, after studying Judo and other styles of karate to very high lev-
els, decided to formulate his own style which incorporates several 
styles of fighting including knockdown, which is a bare-knuckle full 
contact style of tournament fighting. Anyone training in this style 

of karate will gain strength and confidence with practise.
A non-contact junior tournament is currently being planned for 

the Argyll area and will probably be held during May in Lochgil-
phead.

Anyone interested in learning Kyokushinkai Karate, can contact 
Iain Rodger on: 07584 166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk

Kickboxing
TRAINING continues as usual: Wednesdays juniors 4.30pm and 
seniors 6pm, Fridays 4.30pm and seniors 6pm, and Sunday junior 
session at 11am.

Anyone who is thinking of learning this sport should contact 

Wullie Rodger on: shihanwill@gmail.com or 07588 513618

Shukokai Karate
TRAINING is in full flow with all the clubs taking on beginners 
at this time, anyone looking for more details should contact Kenny 
Gray on: kenni.gray@btinternet.com

BJJ
OBAN BJJ had its yearly interclub meet with other MNBJJ 
(Marcos Nardini Brazilian Jiu Jitsu) affiliated clubs on Saturday 
February 10.
 This is a day where all teams come together to train and swap 
ideas and methods of training. Club-wise the team has grown since 
the start of the year with the Friday beginners’ sessions proving 
popular for all ages and body types. 

The club are sending a team to compete in Motherwell at the end 
of the month and hope to continue their successful run in these 
ever busier and harder tournaments.

Anyone looking for more information about BJJ and MMA class-
es should contact club coach Iain (Coogie) Potter on coogiepots@
gmail.com

Double up for Taynuilt in Scottish 
Sea Farms primary indoor leagues

OBAN’S U15 rugby girls travelled 
to Scotstoun Stadium to take part in 
a pre-match tournament prior to the 
Scotland vs France women’s match.

The teams were split into two pools 
of five teams. Oban’s opening match 
was against Grampian who won 
following a slow start from the Oban 
side.

Their second match was different 
with Oban winning six tries to one 
against Waysiders. The third match 
against Hillhead girls was a close one, 
with Oban beaten by two tries to one. 
Oban won their fourth and final match 
against Annan three tries to one.

Jordan McIntyre, Rowan Drum-
mond and Isla MacGillvary were in 
the guard of honour for the Scotland 
women running out to the pitch. 
Everyone stayed to enjoy the interna-
tional match before heading home.

The Under-15 girls were supported 
by some younger Oban rugby girls.

OBAN hockey team travelled 
to East Kilbride with only 10 
men because of illness, but this 
did not prevent them winning.

This was a gritty, determined 
performance with things 
becoming feisty in the second 
half.

The match started well with 
Oban scoring twice in the first 
10 minutes through Duncan 
LeMay and Andy Hodge.

There was little to show that 
the away team were a man 
short, although East Kilbride 
pressed at times with the Oban 
defence holding them at bay.

The second half was a goal 
fest as both teams attacked. 

East Kilbride came out posi-
tively and shortly into the half 
they had levelled the score at 
2-2. 

Oban got back into the groove 
and went two ahead with Stuart 
Head putting away his first two 
goals. 

At one point, the teams were 
level at 10 men each as a yellow 
card was shown to an East 
Kilbride player, however, later 
in the half two Oban players 
got green cards, each serving 
two minutes in the sin bin.

Fortunately on each occasion 

Oban survived this two-man 
deficit and although the scores 
got back to 3-4, Oban, through 
Stuart Head, secured a 3-6 
victory.

Man of the match was Stuart 
Head for his four goals, follow-
ing on from his hat-trick the 
previous week.

Team captain Ali Burton 
said: ‘It was a truly gutsy per-
formance from the team which 
means we go top of the league 
for the first time. Top effort.’

Oban are top of the league 
with two games in hand over 
second placed Ayr 2. The next 
game is against third-placed 
Dumfries 2.

Ten-man Oban side secures 
win after gutsy performance

East Kilbride clear from their goal line.

Sportsdesk 
01631 568000
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Sport
FootballOban Saints     8          

Woodhall Thistle    0             
West of Scotland Cup – 6th round

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 15, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 05.41 3.8 12.01 1.2 17.56 3.8   **.** *.*
Fri 00.16 1.0 06.16 3.9 12.34 1.0  18.28 3.8
Sat 00.47 0.9 06.49 4.0 13.06 1.0  18.55 3.8
Sun 01.15 0.9 07.18 4.0 13.37 1.0  19.21 3.8
Mon 01.42 0.9 07.46 3.9 14.04 1.0  19.49 3.7
Tues 02.10 0.9 08.17 3.8 14.35 1.1  20.23 3.6
Wed 02.45 1.1 08.53 3.6 15.14 1.2  21.01 3.5             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
3

5

Thursday Sleat showers
 Moderate south westerly winds
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC
Friday Light rain showers
 Moderate southerly winds 
 Temperatures 3°C to 6ºC

Weekend Light rain showers
Outlook Light south westerly winds
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC

LAST Saturday’s results: West 
of Scotland Cup, fifth round 
- Oban Saints 8, Woodhall 
Thistle 0; Premier Division 
One - Campbeltown Pupils 
no game; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 6, 
Houston 1; Port Glasgow OBU 
3, Tarbert 0.
 Saturday’s fixtures: West of 
Scoland Cup, sixth round - 
Shortlees v Oban Saints; Jimmy 
Marshall Cup, second round 
- Dunoon v Claremont; Premier 
Division One - Rossvale v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Premier 
Division Two - FC Argyle v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; Tarbert 
v Duncanrig.        

Football

Saints’ youth team 
results and � xtures
Youth football

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

LAST weekend’s results: 
Dumbarton Riverside v Under 
13s; Under 14s no game; Under 
15s v Cambuslang; Under 16s 
v Helensburgh; Under 17s v 
Ardencaple. All games were 
postponed.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13s v Summerston; Dumbarton 
United v Under 14s; Campbel-
town Pupils v Under 16s; Under 
17s no game.   

Saints net eight as Jags see red

 Daniel MacCuish turns in Matthew Kelly’s cutback for Saints second goal. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Saints hat-trick hero Shaun MacInver takes on the Woodhall 
defence. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Lewis Cameron is congratulad by his teammates after scoring his 
� rst goal for Saints on his return from Australia. 

Connor Howe. Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Donald Campbell blasts the ball home from the penalty spot to put Saints 6-0 in the lead.

Lewis Cameron. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Oban side reach the last 16 of both 
West of Scotland and Scottish Cups 

A HAT-TRICK from Shaun 
MacIver on his return from 
suspension helped Oban 
Saints see off the challenge of 
Woodhall Thistle last Saturday 
at the Oban Community Sports 
Field to book their place in the 
last 16 of the West of Scotland 
Amateur Cup.
 The Caledonian League Divi-
sion 1B visitors from Holytown 
posed one or two problems for 
Saints in the early exchanges, 
however, once skipper Donald 
Campbell had given the home 
side the lead there was only ever 
going to be one winner.
 Youngster Daniel MacCuish 
got his second goal in as many 
games and new signing Lewis 
Cameron bagged a brace to 
mark his return to the club and 
set up an intriguing sixth round 
away tie against 2016 cup win-
ners Shortlees in Ayrshire this 
coming Saturday.

Saints secretary David Bu-
chanan had taken the decision 
on Friday afternoon to switch 
the tie from Glencruitten to 
the all-weather surface at Oban 
High School. This turned out to 
be an inspired move as heavy 
overnight rain rendered all grass 
parks in the town unplayable 
and wiped out all except the 
Saints match from the sporting 
calendar. 

Saints kicked off attacking the 
old Games Park end in dry over-
cast conditions which quickly 
gave way to heavy rain.

The change in the weather did 
little to dampen the enthusiasm 
of the large crowd whose num-
bers were no doubt boosted by 
the cancellation of the remain-
der of the local sporting events.

The visitors were first to 
threaten with stand-out player 
Dean Harper proving an early 
handful for the Saints defence.

In the third minute Harper 
forced his way through and 
stung the palms of Saints keeper 
Graham ‘Sugar’ Douglas with a 
fierce right foot shot from just 
inside the box. 

Two minutes later Harper was 
allowed to carry the ball a long 
way from right to left and set up 
Kieron McGowan for a curling 
right foot effort which Graham 
Douglas at full stretch did well to 
turn round his left hand upright. 

Douglas claimed the corner kick 
from the right, ahead of Dom-
inic Greenhorn, and launched 
a counter attack where Daniel 
MacCuish and Craig MacEwan 
opened up the Thistle defence 
for Donald Campbell to run in 
behind and slot the ball low past 
Alan Rennie in the visitors’ goal 
and give Saints the lead. 

The Thistle keeper appealed 
in vain for an offside decision 
and continued his protestations 
too long for the referee’s liking 
earning the first caution of the 
match.

Although not a dirty game, 
referee James Gallacher’s 

notebook would prove to be well 
used with Christopher McCor-
mack becoming entry number 
two after 15 minutes.

Bombing forward from right 
back Matthew Kelly was be-
ginning to get some joy in the 
attacking third and picked out a 
terrific Myles McAuley run into 
the box in the 17th minute.

McAuley couldn’t extend his 
recent hot goal scoring streak 
and lifted the ball over the pros-
trate Alan Rennie but narrowly 
wide of the keeper’s left hand 
post.

In the 21st minute more 
excellent work on the right 
from Matthew Kelly received 
the finish it deserved when 
Daniel MacCuish, running in 
at the back post, knocked in his 
second goal in as many games 
from close range. Mr Gallacher 
gave the benefit of a tight offside 

decision to the visitors when 
Donald Campbell and Shaun 
MacIver looked to breach the 
Thistle back line in the 23rd 
minute. From the quickly-taken 
free-kick Thistle immediately 
lost possession with Craig Mac-
Ewan catching Alan Rennie 
well off his line with a 25-yard 
lob which landed on the roof of 
the net.

A 32nd minute lapse in con-
centration in the centre circle 
from Shaun MacIver gifted 
possession to Thistle danger 
man Dean Harper. 

The big striker was again given 
rather too much space to run 
into and picked out Anthony 
Blair for a strike on goal which 
Graham Douglas did well to 
hold.

Saints immediately raced to 
the other end where Craig Mac-
Ewan timed his run on the left to 
beat the Thistle offside trap and 
sent a cutback to Donald Camp-
bell who steered a side-footed 
effort from 18 yards, inches wide 
of Alan Rennie’s left hand post.

The Thistle offside trap was 
breached once again in the 35th 
minute by Shaun MacIver who 
slammed a measured through-
ball from Scott Maitland low 
past the keeper’s right hand and 
into the bottom corner of the net 
for Saints’ third goal.

The visitors continued to test 
the patience of referee Gal-
lacher, who took the names of 
Stephen Molloy and Lee Knox 
in quick succession in the 37th 
minute after a heavy challenge 
on Shaun MacIver. From the 
resulting free-kick Willie Gem-
mell found the head of Craig 
MacEwan 10 yards out but the 
Saints top scorer failed to add to 
his tally sending his header wide 
of target.

Saints Gaffer Alex Craik made 
the first of five changes for the 
start of the second half giving 
Myles McAuley’s troublesome 
ankle a deserved rest and 
introducing Lewis Cameron, 
who makes an extremely wel-
come return to the club after 
two seasons ‘down under’ with 
Rochedale Rovers in the Bris-
bane Premier League.

In the 47th minute Kieron 
McGowan powered away from 
Daniel MacCuish who had 
dropped back into midfield for 
the second half and fed Jody 
Agnew on the right. 

Agnew’s cross on the run was 
well cut out by Steven MacLeod, 
who enjoyed another steady 
afternoon at the centre of the 
Saints defence which would 
ultimately hold on for a much-
prized clean sheet. 

After Dean Harper had shot 
wide of target in the 51st minute 
Saints finally regained control 
of the midfield and soon had the 
ball in the back of the net again 
only for Mr Gallacher to rule 
the effort out for offside. 

Saints stretched their ad-
vantage after 10 second-half 
minutes when Craig MacEwan 
raced from inside his own half 
onto a Paul Carmichael ball out 
from defence. MacEwan’s run 

up the left and into the Thistle 
box drew Stephen Molloy out of 
the centre and left Shaun Ma-
cIver a simple tap-in at the back 
post from MacEwan’s cutback.

Dominic Greenhorn picked 
up what was to prove a costly 
caution for a trip on Lewis 
Cameron on the hour mark. 

The Saints gaffer made two 
further changes replacing Paul 
Carmichael and Daniel Mac-
Cuish with Jamie Graham and 
Kerr Newbigging in the 62nd 
minute.

Steven MacLeod had the 
dubious honour of being the 
first Saints name in the referee’s 
notebook for pulling back Dean 
Harper just inside the Saints 
half on the Thistle left. 

Matthew Kelly and Willie Gem-
mell.

Dominic Greenhorn’s earlier 
caution then came back to haunt 
him when he had one too many 
words to say to Mr Gallacher 
who produced a second yellow 
and issued Greenhorn with his 
marching orders.

With 20 minutes remaining 
a Craig MacEwan effort from 
distance drew another fine save 
from Alan Rennie who had a 
good game despite the scoreline. 

Kerr Newbigging found his 
way into referee Gallacher’s 
notebook in the 75th minute for 
a high challenge on Lee Knox 
with Stephen Molloy sending 
the resulting free-kick high over 
the Saints crossbar. That proved 
to be Molloy’s last serious in-
volvement as he then picked up 
a second caution for deliberate 
handball and joined Dominic 
Greenhorn in having an early 
bath.

The nine men conceded again 
with 10 minutes remaining after 
an adventurous run into the box 
by young Ruaridh Horne was 
halted by a shove in the back.

Mr Gallacher had no hesitation 
in pointing to the penalty spot 
from where Donald Campbell 
gave Alan Rennie no chance 
firing high into the top corner.

As Saints tightened the screws 
Lewis Cameron met an 81st 
minute Scott Maitland cross 
from the left with a crisp half 
volley which flew inches over. 

There was no respite for the 
beleaguered Thistle defence 
with Rennie making a brave 
stop at the feet of Shaun MacIv-
er before Connor Howe sent a 
good chance wide.

Lewis Cameron opened his 
goal scoring account with five 
minutes remaining but only 
after Alan Rennie had made 
another fine save to deny Craig 
MacEwan. 

MacEwan tricked his way 
past Christopher Gallagher but 
couldn’t beat Rennie who came 
out well to narrow the angle on 

Shaun MacIver sealed his hat-
trick in the 65th minute once 
again springing the visitors’ off-
side trap before skipping round 
Alan Rennie and rolling the ball 
into the unguarded net.

The fifth goal was the cue for 
Alex Craik to make the last of 
his changes handing debuts to 
Ruaridh Horne and new signing 
Connor Howe, who replaced 

the corner of his six-yard box.
Rennie was powerless to stop 

MacEwan turning the loose ball 
back across goal into the path of 
Lewis Cameron who thumped it 
into the roof of the net.

Cameron rounded off the 
scoring 60 seconds later working 
a one-two with Craig MacEwan 
and racing into the box to slot 
the ball low past the cruelly 
exposed Thistle keeper.

The final whistle now couldn’t 
come soon enough for the visi-
tors, who were spared the igno-
miny of a double figures defeat 
when Kerr Newbigging missed 
a glorious 87th minute opening 
and keeper Alan Rennie safely 
fielded an 89th minute Connor 
Howe shot before Mr Gallacher 
blew for full time. 

This Saturday Saints face a 
tough test when they travel to 
Grange Academy, Kilmarnock, 
to take on high-flying Shortlees 
for a place in the quarter finals 
of the West of Scotland Cup. 
Kick-off 1.30pm.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     153

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018

153_sf03.indd   153 24/01/2018   15:26:20

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Established 1861  No 8394 Thursday 15 February, 2018 www.lochabertimes.co.uk 90 pence

LOCHABER TIMES
& Oban Times

THE TRAVELODGE hotel 
chain has triggered a row in Fort 
William after laying claim to 
the area of ground in the town 
known as the ‘Backlands’ and 
confirming it was responsible for 
the barrier which has now been 
installed to restrict access.

The move to seal off the piece 
of ground at the west end of the 
town’s High Street, which was ti-
died up and fenced by volunteers 
from the Fort William Town 
Team, has not gone down well 
with residents and businesses 
who used it as additional parking 
and for access to the rear of their 
properties.

Norrie MacLean, chairman 
of Friends of the Fort, says the 
company has handled the matter 
the wrong way. He added: ‘This 
was a piece of no-man’s-land for 
a very long time and very useful 
as additional parking. But now 
Travel odge says it belongs to it?

‘Travelodge makes a lot of mon-
ey out of this town. I don’t know 
how the company thinks it can get 
away with this.

‘The only other route to access 
the rear of four local restaurants 
is MacRae’s Lane but this is cur-
rently blocked by large boulders. 
How would a fire truck get access 
to the back of these properties if a 
fire broke out?’

Asked to comment, Travelodge 
PR manager Tracey Grannum 
confirmed it was the hotel chain 
that had erected the barrier, 
adding: ‘It is our land and we 
have made the decision to fence 
it off and try to get the area under 
control. We needed to take a little 
more control of it and we will be 
doing something with it.’

But this week a frustrated and 
angry  Fort William Town Team 
(FWTT) agreed to write to 
Travelodge’s head office, saying 
it had received no support from 
the hotel chain in recent years 
over the Backlands.

It called Travelodge’s decision 
now to suddenly shut the informal 
car park on supposedly health 
and safety reasons ‘scandalous’, 
given the state of the parcel of 
waste land to begin with.

It was FWTT member James 
Kennedy who sourced fencing 
materials and gravel and did the 
bulk of the work erecting a fence 
and gates, as well as installing 
rubbish warning signs and filling 
potholes.

‘It has been improved beyond 
recognition due to the work 
carried out by James and the 
FWTT,’ said a statement issued 
on behalf of the group this week.

Town Team chairwoman Moira 
Robinson told Monday night’s 
FWTT meeting: ‘We need to 
try to open a conversation about 
it and encourage a partnership 
with the community and get 
some kind of compromise. We 
want to sort it out that way.

‘We’ll get a letter off as quickly 
as we can but we’re not going to 
wait forever.’

The FWTT committee agreed 
to write to Travelodge bosses to 
press them on why they shut the 
area off to the public and what 
they plan to do with the land, 
saying they will give the hotel 
chain just a couple of weeks to 
respond before looking for alter-
native solutions. ‘We’d be willing 
to take it further depending on 
the response from Travelodge,’ 
Mrs Robinson added.

The fence erected by FWTT  
around the perimeter of the car 
park is estimated to have cost 

IT MAY be one of the poorest 
countries in the world, but the 
people of Nepal are famous for 
the warmth of their welcomes  – 
as Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes 

found out for herself this week. 
Ms Forbes is on a week-long 
fact-finding trip to the Himala-
yan country to meet survivors of 
Nepal’s devastating earthquakes 

and recent flooding, to find 
out first hand more about the 
impact of global climate change.

A member of Holyrood’s En-
vironment Committee, the MSP 

for Skye, Lochaber and Bade-
noch is also seeing how money 
raised in Scotland has helped 
people to rebuild their lives and 
homes. Full story, page five.

Travelodge sparks Fort uproar 
with barrier at the ‘Backlands’ 

Nominations 
sought for 
Lochaber 
by-election

MSP meets disaster survivors in Nepal

NOMINATION packs for 
candidates for the Caol and 
Mallaig ward by-election are 
now available.

The by-election is being held 
following the death of coun-
cillor Billy MacLachlan, who 
was one of three councillors 
representing ward 11.

The other ward members are 
councillors Allan Henderson 
(Independent) and Ben 
Thompson (Independent).

If the seat is contested, voting 
will take place on Thursday 
April 5 with the count taking 
place within the ward on Fri-
day April 6.

The closing date for nomi-
nations is 4pm on Thursday 
March 1.

The returning officer is invit-
ing any prospective candidates 
and their agents to an aware-
ness session in Fort William 
council offices on Thursday 
March 15 to go over the elec-
tion process at 12.30pm.

Anyone who would like to 
register their interest for the  
session is asked to telephone 
the council’s election office 
on 01463 702945 or email the 
office at elections@highland.
gov.uk

Nomination forms should 
be delivered to Emma Tayler, 
Depute Returning Officer, 
The Highland Council, Chief 
Executives Office, Lochaber 
House, High Street, Fort 
William, PH33 6EL.

Advice on postal and proxy 
voting is available by contact-
ing the electoral registration 
office on 0800 393783.

PROPOSALS to slash community council 
funding by more than half  will deal a serious 
blow to local democracy across Lochaber, 
according to communities in the area, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

At its meeting today (Thursday), Highland 
Council will look at proposed budget savings 
for the coming financial year.

Contained within a raft of measures aimed 
at plugging some of the £26 million shortfall 
in the coffers is a plan to cut community 
council grants by up to 53 per cent.

In a statement, Highland Council said: 
‘It is proposed to remove £0.1m from the 
total community council grants budget 
of £0.188m. The proposal would reduce 
the current grant available for community 
councils by 53 per cent.’

Community councils currently receive 
an administration grant from the council 

to support their running costs – meeting 
expenses, administration expenses, travel 
and subsistence and secretarial honoraria, 
with grants currently ranging from £760 up 
to £3,100.

Highland Council proposes revising the 
current grant formula resulting in a core 
amount of £350 for each community council; 
an additional £50 for each rural community 
council; an amount of £0.13 per elector.

John Fotheringham, chairman of Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Com-
munity Council, and his counterpart at 
Nether Lochaber Community Council, Iain 
Jenner, both agree the swingeing cuts will 
only hamper local democracy.

‘This is an attack on local democracy by 
a council that is supposed to be supporting 
local communities under the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015,’ Mr 

Fotheringham told the Lochaber Times 
ahead of today’s meeting. ‘We have no other 
income stream or savings to support our 
activities. We will continue to provide an ef-
fective voice for our community, but cutting 
expenses to volunteers is disgraceful.’

Mr Jenner added: ‘We’re lucky at our 
community council as we have a voluntary 
minutes secretary, so we have been able to 
use our grant allocation for things like pay-
ing for membership of the local community 
association, as well as giving about half of 
the money away to community groups such 
as the lunch club for the elderly, children’s 
Christmas party, the active kids fund and 
things like that.

‘I would agree with John to a point about 
the proposed cuts and this might impede our 
ability to communicate with the residents we 
represent.’

Plan to slash community cash slammed

nearly £2,760 and other works 
included flattening the car 
parking area with in-fill and 
installing bins around the site.

Mr Kennedy, who did most of 

the work, even paying for some 
of the materials himself, is frus-
trated by the lack of cooperation 
from Travelodge.

‘Everyone I asked at Travel-

odge when I needed help with 
the bins said it wasn’t in their 
remit – it’s a phrase they keep 
using.’

FWTT member Sarah Kennedy 

added: ‘We’ve cleared it and 
improved it and we want some 
recognition and some compen-
sation. Even if it was just allowed 
to be there for locals to use.’
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MARK ENTWISTLE and
NEILL BO FINLAYSON
fort@obantimes.co.uk

WIN WIN WIN
EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 
DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE & 
ONE NIGHT IN LOCH SUITE

KELPIES ARTIST 
URGES TOWN TO 
GRASP PUBLIC 
ART CHANCE

LOCHABER TIMES HELPS MARK 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
FOR THE FULL STORY SEE PAGE 5

WINTER  
SPECIALS

Open Fri - Sun 
12pm - 10pm

Delicious lunches 
 & dinners, all 
served with a 

gorgeous view of 
 Corran Narrows.

( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | info@thecorran.net

SUNDAY ROASTS 

2 Courses - £14.95pp

3 Courses - £17.95pp

Children under 12 yrs
2 courses - £9.95,  
3 courses - £12.95

FISH TEAS 
Every Friday

£10.95pp

Includes bread & butter 
and your choice of tea, 
coffee or a draught soft 

drink.  

Rosa Parks Marie Stopes
Billie Jean-King Mother Teresa
Michelle Obama Emma Watson
Nicola Sturgeon Tina Turner

To tell us who inspires you

pop into the Lochaber Times
Fort William High Street 
and write on our bunting

Your inspirational women 
will then form part of  our 

display in Fort William Library

#PressforProgress
www.lochaberwomensaid.org
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How his role at Castle of Mey 

sparked a love of Caithness
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Conservatories   Orangeries    Sun Lounges   Garden Rooms Mozolowski & Murray

Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.
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View from the Chamber
LAST week saw the start of our 
annual calendar of events at Loch-
aber Chamber of Commerce with a 
members’ lunch and seminar at Ben 
Nevis Distillery to showcase the ser-
vices of member business, Highland 
Business Associates.

Ewan MacFarlane, from Highland 
Business Associates, outlined the 
help he can offer businesses in 
cutting their existing costs and 
accessing appropriate banking and 
finance solutions.

Ewan’s consultancy can work with 
businesses of all sizes and in all 
sectors, and we were delighted to 

welcome staff and owners from a 
wide variety of business types and 
sizes to the informal lunch event.

Today (Thursday February 15), 
Kirk Tudhope, of Ledingham 
Chalmers law firm, will talk us 
through the big changes coming 
in the rules governing the way that 

companies store and handle custom-
er and client data.

The new rules – known as GDPR 
– will come into effect on May 25 
this year, and all companies need 
to make sure they know what to 
do. Next week’s article will outline 
key steps identified from the event, 
with top tips for companies to make 
sure they are compliant with the new 
rules.

If you’d like to start coming along 
to our calendar of free member 
events, it’s easy to do – simply call 
the chamber office and become a 
member.

We host regular events covering 
employment law, members’ social 
events, social media marketing, 
legislation and tourism-specific 
training. And if you don’t see what 
you’re after, we’ll try our best to pro-
vide events and training that meet 
your needs.

Join us today and see how we can 
help your business to thrive. At 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, 
we’re committed to helping our 
members achieve their business 
goals. If you’d like to join us please 
give us a call on 01397 705 765 or 
visit www.lochaberchamber.co.uk.

The roads in Spean Bridge are in a terrible condition, despite the best e� orts of local men such as Robert Bryson, left, and John Fotheringham to � ll in the potholes. Pictures: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Roads chiefs made to face the music 
TWO senior trunk roads bosses were 
left in no doubt about the strength 
of feeling in the Spean Bridge area 
when it comes to the state of local 
roads after a community council 
meeting.

David Devine, north-west roads 
manager for Transport Scotland, and 
Tommy Deans, network manager for 
BEAR Scotland, had been invited to 
attend last week’s Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry Community 
Council meeting.

The two officials were politely, but 
firmly, told how road surfaces in the 
area around Spean Bridge, including 
Roy Bridge, were in an unacceptable 
state and breaking up, with new 
potholes emerging on an almost 
daily basis.

‘Many of our roads are in an ap-
palling state. Some were just resur-
faced four years ago and are already 
breaking up and what we want to 
know is why,’ said council chairman 
John Fotheringham.

‘Is it a problem with the Tarmac 
used, or the weight of vehicles or the 
weight of heavy vehicles transporting 
turbine parts? 

‘What is it?
‘We were told by electricity firm 

SSE recently that four million tons 
of rock will have to be removed if 
a new hydro scheme proposed for 
Coire Glas near here got the go-
ahead and, while it was looking at 
using the canal to transport some 
of that, the roads network is still the 

prime candidate for transporting 
much of it.

‘But our roads are not fit for the 
usage they get at the present time, 
never mind all that as well.’

Mr Deans said the past four to six 
weeks of harsh winter weather had 
seen much of the north-west roads 
network breaking up. ‘Roads in cer-
tain areas have crumbled, absolutely 
- there’s no point in beating about 
the bush over it,’ he said.

‘As a result, our survey teams are 
out reassessing all the work planned 
for the rest of this year and prioritis-
ing it.

‘We know there are endless pot-
holes and if we get another really 
cold spell like we’ve had there will 
be more potholes.

‘As far as HGV vehicles, such as 
timber lorries, are concerned, the 
roads are also there for industry 
and we have to try to accommodate 
them.’

Mr Deans admitted that in the au-
tumn he thought the roads network 
in Lochaber looked in pretty good 
shape, but not now. ‘I thought they 
were looking OK back then but the 
roads have really gone downhill in 
the past six weeks,’ he said.

The two officials heard other com-
plaints, not just about potholes, but 
also gravel lying on roads and pave-
ments and not being cleared away as 
a result of road surfaces breaking 
up, as well as problems caused by 
blocked drains and culverts - or in 
some cases the lack of drains and 
culverts.

Spean Lodge B&B operator Glen 

Wilson told Mr Devine and Mr 
Deans how water had cascaded 
along roads, pavements and the 
Telford Bridge in the middle of the 
village this winter, while the nearby 
woollen mill visitor attraction had 
been flooded three times in the past 
four years - the most recent forcing 
its closure on Christmas eve, one of 
the busiest trading times of the year.

Mr Wilson added: ‘If it had not 
been for me and my brother-in-law 
unblocking drains along that stretch 
of the trunk road, there would’ve 
been major problems – but it can’t 
be right that the situation needs 
two ordinary members of the public 
having to do that.’

Another local resident, Ross Mac-
Lennan, told the officials that every 
drain on the A82 up the hill from 
the village towards the commando 
memorial was blocked, resulting in 
water gushing down the hill in wet 
conditions and into the village.

‘It was like a river running down 
there on Christmas eve,’ he said.

The two officials were shown slides 
of potholes and broken road sur-
faces. ‘We were told when they last 
resurfaced the roads here that the 
work would last for 20 years and it 
has barely lasted for just three,’ said 
Mr Fotheringham.

Mr Devine said Transport Scotland 
was now trying to rejuggle its budget 
to focus on areas where there was 
the most need.

Quizzed over compensation claims 
for cars damaged as a result of pot-
holes, Mr Deans made it clear that, 
if BEAR had been made aware of 

a specific pothole and a vehicle was 
subsequently damaged before said 
pothole was repaired, then the trunk 
roads operator would be liable for 
compensation.

‘If you hit a pothole send in a claim 
and we will look at our information 
and if we are at fault we will pay out,’ 
said Mr Deans.

‘We have to compare our records 
for locations, but if we know about 
a pothole and four hours later we 
haven’t fixed it, we are liable.

‘If someone thinks a certain pot-
hole is an immediate hazard, phone 
us and we will endeavour to respond 
immediately.’

Mr Deans said the reason why 
stretches of trunk roads, such as 
new parts of the A9, fared better 
than some other roads is that when a 
new road is built from scratch all the 
latest in 20th century road building 
knowledge and experience comes 
into play.

‘But a lot of these other roads are 
just being added to when it comes 
to repairs and resurfacing - many 
Highland roads are roads which 
have developed over time with bits 
added to them.

‘We are never going to get it right 
all the time. This winter has caused 
more damage than last winter and 
we are always pushing to do as much 
repair work as we can.’

Mr Deans told the meeting that 
by the end of last week, BEAR 
was hoping to have the whole of its 
rescheduled programme for the 
remainder of this financial year 
finalised. This pothole was measured at three inches (7.5cm) deep.

Blocked drains are adding to the problems on the roads in Spean Bridge.
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The future is about communication. 
The future is about connection. 
The future is… ROCKETS!
The National Theatre of Scotland’s heart-warming family show 
takes to the silver screen courtesy of Screen Machine. 

Fort William (Car Park, near Shinty Club) 
Sat 24 Feb, 2pm
Tobermory, Isle of Mull (Ledaig Car Park) 
Sat 3 Mar, 2pm

PG: we recommend for ages 6+
£6 / £4 + booking fee

nationaltheatrescotland.com/rocketpostonscreen
screenmachine.co.uk

Photo by Eoin Carey
The National Theatre of Scotland is core funded by the Scottish Government. The National Theatre of Scotland, 
a company limited by guarantee and registered in Scotland (SC234270), is a registered Scottish charity (SC033377).

Fort supermarket 
knife man jailed 
for 15 months
A 35-YEAR-OLD homeless 
man turned on supermarket 
staff who had been kind to him 
and then threatened to kill some 
of them.

Paul Edwards, originally from 
Portsmouth, had taken a collec-
tion of knives and blades into 
Morrison’s supermarket in Fort 
William on November 8.

Employees at the An Aird 
premises had previously taken 
pity on Edwards who was living 
rough in the Lochaber area and 
allowed him to use their coffee 
machine and other facilities.

But Inverness Sheriff Court 
was told that they were shocked 
and frightened by his behaviour 
and called police.

When Edwards was arrested 
in an underground car park 
in Middle Street, they found 
a holstered knife in his belt, a 
hacksaw blade, two scalpels and 
nine blades.

Fiscal depute Michelle Molley 
told Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 
that Edwards, a previously 
diagnosed schizophrenic, was 
assessed by a medical practi-
tioner and sectioned to New 
Craigs Hospital.

She added that he had told 
police he had shot himself 
with a humane animal dispatch 
gun three days earlier. He was 
released into police custody two 
days later and charged.

Last Tuesday he admitted be-
having in an abusive and threat-
ening manner towards staff 
shouting and swearing at them.
He also pleaded guilty to illegal 
possession of knives and blades 
in a public place. Edwards was 
jailed for 15 months.

Defence solicitor Rory 
Gowans said his client, who had 
previously served jail sentences, 
wanted to be dealt with imme-
diately rather than have reports 
prepared.

‘He had mental health difficul-
ties in the past but he says he is 
good now. There was reference 
to him shooting himself. He had 
been working on a farm and it 
was an accident.

‘He is wearing those trousers 
today and there is still a hole in 
them. When he is released, he 
intends to return to Portsmouth 
and stay with his mother. 

‘He offers his apologies to the 
staff.’

Inverness Sheri�  Court.

POLICE Scotland has issued a 
warning to people venturing out 
in the mountains this winter af-
ter a number of recent incidents 
in the Highlands.

Last week mountain rescue 
teams were called out more than 
13 times and police are urging 
people to consider the dangers 
of the changeable conditions.

Chief Inspector Neil Anderson 
said: ‘Unless you are an experi-
enced hillwalker or mountaineer 
I would advise against venturing 
into the hills if there is any likeli-
hood of the conditions becoming 
adverse. Stay up to date with 
weather and avalanche forecasts 
and be prepared to change your 
plans if the weather is expected 
to change. If you are not expe-
rienced it is a good idea to stick 
to the lower or less challenging 
areas.

‘If you are enjoying outdoor 
pursuits please ensure you are 
properly dressed for the condi-
tions.  Tell someone where you 
are going and when you will be 
back.’

The warning comes after 
mountain rescue teams in Loch-
aber and the Cairngorms were 
involved in a number of search 
and rescue operations in the last 
week, with varying degrees of 
success.

On Monday, police confirmed 
that searches were ongoing for 
a missing hillwalker in the Roy 
Bridge area who was reported to 
have fallen while climbing Beinn 
a’ Chaorainn.

On the same day, a hillwalker 
had to be airlifted to Raigmore 
hospital in Inverness after getting 
into difficulty in the Cairngorms.

Over the weekend, the Cairn-
gorm MRT and coastguard were 
also involved in a nine-hour 
operation to rescue a hillwalker 
who got stranded in a blizzard 
while climbing Carn Ban Mor in 
the Glen Feshie area.

In a separate incident in Wester 
Ross, the body of 56-year-old 
Alan Gibson was found on Sat-
urday evening after he set out to 
climb a group of Munros north 
of Strathcarron with his brother 

Neil, and both failed to return. 
A search to find Neil had to be 
abandoned earlier this week due 
to bad weather.

Reports from the Scottish 
Avalanche Information Service 
(SAIS) this week also showed 
there have been 94 avalanches re-
corded in the Scottish mountains 
so far this winter, surpassing the 
total for the whole of last year.

Chief Inspector Andersen con-
tinued: ‘A fully charged mobile 
phone is highly recommended, 
but remember that sub-zero 
conditions will take their toll on 
your battery life. 

‘Remember also that the 
mapping app on your phone is 
no substitute for a proper map, 
and that when your battery dies, 
your map is gone. Make sure you 
have a map and compass and you 
know how to use it.

‘Take some emergency rations 
with you, just in case and make 
sure you know what time the sun 
sets and allow yourself plenty 
of time to get off the hill before 
darkness falls.’

Increased mountain rescues 
prompt police warning

Kelpies artist urges town 
to grasp public art chance
THE CREATOR of the 
world-famous Kelpies sculpture 
says the opportunity for major 
new public art in Fort William 
should not be squandered after 
it was revealed up to £1.3million 
from the town’s planned new 
alloy car wheels plant will be 
earmarked for some kind of 
creative creations.

Sculptor Andy Scott’s com-
ments came after disagree-
ments emerged over whether 
such a large amount of money 
should be spent on public art at 
a time infrastructure spending 
in Lochaber is under so much 
pressure.

GFG Alliance received plan-
ning approval last month for its 
new alloy wheels factory, which 
will be run by its Liberty British 
Aluminium subsidiary, as part 
of a £130million expansion of 
the Lochaber smelter.

Highland Council - and gov-
ernment - policy is for one per 
cent of a major development’s 
costs to be spent on public 
art and this can be a statue, 
structure, street furniture 
or landscaping that makes a 
positive contribution to the ar-
chitectural and visual quality of 

the place in which it is located.
The cost is met by a developer, 

not the local authority, but 
leading Lochaber councillor 
Andrew Baxter has criticised 
the policy, coming as it does at a 
time when he says the council is 
struggling to plug a £26million 
hole in its budget.

Slamming the situation as 
‘ridiculous’, Councillor Baxter 
said: ‘I argued we need to ditch 
the policy or find a way of using 
contribution differently.’

Standing nearly 100 feet high, 
the two giant horse heads that 

are the world famous Kelpies 
sculpture at Falkirk have 
attracted a staggering three 
million visitors since opening 
to the public towards the end of 
2013.

And while Mr Scott says the 
£1.3million would not stretch 
to something on the same scale 
- the Kelpies cost £5million to 
create - a substantial artwork 
was still possible.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times this week, Mr Scott said 
the power of major public art to 
boost the economy and well-be-

ing of a local area should not be 
underestimated.

‘The Kelpies prompted serious 
debate and in some cases hos-
tility prior to their completion, 
which was focused on their 
proposed costs rather than any 
aesthetic doubts,’ Mr Scott said.

‘Since then they’ve brought 
three million people to Falkirk 
and Grangemouth, putting the 
area on the map, and generating 
an undeniable feel-good factor 
in the area.’

Mr Scott added that not only 
had the Kelpies created jobs, 
they had also inspired artists 
and craftspeople, both locally 
and nationwide; were used by 
schools to help teach science, 
art, history and other subjects, 
and were recently used as 
tourism icons for the country 
by both the Scottish and UK 
tourism bodies.

‘It’s not just the economic ben-
efits, of course, it’s the cultural 
impact, the sense of pride of 
place, the intangible wow factor, 
that makes them worthwhile,’ 
Mr Scott continued.

‘Lochaber won’t get a sculp-
ture work of the Kelpies’ scale 
for the budget you mention.  

‘But it could bring something 
quite spectacular if the commis-
sioning body appoint the right 

artist to produce the right type 
of art for the right location.’

When first quizzed on wheth-
er all of the £1.3million could be 
spent on a single piece of public 
art if the council so decided, a 
Highland Council spokesper-
son said there was ‘no blanket 
application of the up to one per 
cent figure’ and that it would 
not all be used for an individual 
item of public art.

However, pressed on this as-
pect further, the spokesperson 
added: ‘We are unable to say at 
this point in time what any pub-
lic art contribution will be spent 
on as detailed discussion with 
Liberty has yet to take place.’

Councillor Baxter says such 
decisions will probably rest 
between the developer and 
planning department.

‘Potentially it could be spent 
on one piece of artwork but un-
likely. However, I disagree that 
it is appropriate that the money 
is spent on railings, landscaping 
on the factory site,’ added Mr 
Baxter.

‘The company should be 
spending money on those things 
anyway. 

‘If it has to be spent on items 
like that, it should be spent in 
places like Claggan, Upper 
Achintore or Caol – after all 

 Artist Andy Scott stands in front of the Kelpies. Photo: Photogenic of Scotland  

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

PARENTS are demanding 
urgent upgrades to Invergarry 
Primary School amid fears over 
the safety of their children, 
writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

The school’s parent council is 
piling pressure on The High-
land Council to upgrade the 
‘rotting’ classrooms and ‘unsafe’ 
conditions in which pupils have 
to learn.

Lochaber councillor Ben 
Thompson also voiced his anger 
at the state of the school this 
week, labelling it as ‘one of the 
very worst in the Highlands’.

The parent council has been 
campaigning for more than four 
years to have the temporary 
classroom buildings upgraded 
or replaced, some 40 years after 
they were first used.

Chairman of the parent 
council Maria Macrae said: 
‘We’re definitely top of the list 
in the worst school buildings 
in Lochaber, possibly even the 
Highlands.

‘We have got really good quali-
ty staff and we got a great report 
from the Education Scotland 
Care Inspectorate. It’s just the 
building that’s letting us down.’

The 29 pupils that attend the 
primary are currently housed 
in a temporary building which 
has stood on the site since the 
1970s and sits next to the old 

school building. Mrs MacRae 
continued: ‘There’s also no 
canteen provisions in the school 
buildings, meaning that High-
land Council’s policy of a hot 
meal for every school children 
cannot be fulfilled.

‘The temporary buildings are 
in a bad shape. The carpet in 
one of the classrooms had to be 
removed recently for repair but 
we found that there was no floor 
beneath it. It’s just rotting away.’

The parent council is hoping 
that the school can secure capi-
tal funding in the new Highland 
Council budget, which is to be 
decided today, Thursday Febru-
ary 15.

‘We’ve been trying to highlight 
problems now before funding 
for capital projects at the High-
land Council is allocated,’ Mrs 
MacRae continued. 

‘Ideally, we’d like to see the 
old school house developed, 
or at least used, and get an 
extension on to the main school 
building. We need a canteen 
and the children need changing 
facilities. It’s a matter of safety 
and currently it’s just unsafe.’

Lochaber councillor Ben 
Thompson has been supportive 
in the parent council’s push for 
upgrades. In a statement, he 
said: ‘Invergarry parents can 
quite rightly feel aggrieved. 

Their school is the worst condi-
tion one in Lochaber and one of 
the very worst in the Highlands.

‘All credit to them and the 
school teachers that despite 
this their school is rated as 
outstanding.

‘I’ve raised the school’s condi-
tion numerous times with coun-
cil officials. While design work 
on an upgrade has been ongoing 
for some time, it’s about time 
plans were put into action.’

MP for Ross, Skye and Loch-
aber Ian Blackford paid a visit 
to the school in 2016 and has 
pledged to take up the issue 
with council bosses.

He said: ‘This is truly a shock-
ing state of affairs with children 
being taught in these unpleasant 
and unhealthy conditions.

‘I raised these matters before 
with The Highland Council 
chief executive Steve Barron and 
a review was undertaken, listing 
the school among the priorities 
for capital development which is 
still under consideration.

‘However, the situation is now 
getting beyond desperate and I 
will support the parent council 
in its campaign to address the 
issues and ask that the council 
urgently takes action to see just 
what can be done to remedy 
these problems in both the short 
and long term’.

Invergarry school 
building ‘one of very 
worst in the Highlands’

BEAR Scotland has targeted 
more than £4million towards 
repairing defective sections of 
trunk road across parts of the 
North West of Scotland.

Planning work on the A82 
ahead of resurfacing next 
week has taken place in Fort 

William and Torlundy. BEAR 
says adverse weather condi-
tions are hampering perma-
nent resurfacing projects, but 
temporary repairs are being 
carried out where appropriate 
until the permanent resurfac-
ing repairs can be completed.

BEAR targets road repairs
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Council Tax hike 
part of £2M savings
COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
has agreed to a three per cent 
rise in the Council Tax and a 
services redesign review as a 
way to finding savings of £2mil-
lion, writes Mark Entwistle.

The comhairle started con-
sidering its forward budget 
strategy in June 2017 when 
it created a budget board, 
comprising councillors from all 
wards and parties, to oversee its 
implementation.

The local authority’s original 
projections, based on the recent 
series of one-year settlements 
from the Scottish Government, 
were that savings of up to £20m 
could be required over the term 
of the comhairle including 
£6.3m in 2018/19. This estimate 
has been revised in light of an 
improved settlement.

Comhairle leader Councillor 
Roddie Mackay said the local 
authority was facing challeng-
ing financial circumstances 
but thanks to prudent financial 
management over previous 
years was not in as tight a situa-
tion as some others.

‘It is not an easy task but the 
comhairle is committed to 

continue to effectively manage 
our finances whilst delivering 
high quality services for our 
communities,’ he said.

‘Our budget sets out a differ-
ent approach to address the 
underlying deficit facing the 
comhairle. Rather than con-
tinuing to salami slice services 
we want to look at different 
ways of delivering them to try 
and secure as many of the same 
outcomes within the constraints 
of the resources available.’

The funding offer from the 
Scottish Government to coun-
cils requires that a Council Tax 
increase is no more than three 
per cent. Whilst sanction-free, 
the Scottish Government has 
indicated that not accepting the 
offer will lead to a less favoura-
ble settlement for councils.

The comhairle has seen an 
18 per cent fall in funding over 
recent years, the second highest 
drop in Scotland and says it is no 
longer sustainable to squeeze 
individual service budgets.

Instead the budget board 
recommended that the com-
hairle agree a programme of 
service redesign that will, over 

the term, realise the necessary 
savings.

The comhairle has already 
agreed to seek one per cent 
efficiency savings from across 
the comhairle in each of the 
next five years and this, togeth-
er with loan charge savings of 
£1.2m, reduces the deficit to 
£4.4m.

The announcement of £1.2m 
of additional funding last week 
is welcome and though some 
£0.2m of this will be needed 
for pay awards it brings the 
projected deficit to £3.4m - 
within the balances of £3.8m 
the comhairle has earmarked 
for the budget.

At its budget meeting, the 
comhairle approved the order 
in which services would be re-
viewed and the year the reviews 
would begin.

It is anticipated that service 
redesign will produce £2m of 
savings for 2018/19 which will 
strengthen the Comhairle’s 
position for future years.

The process of redesign will 
include consultation on how 
the service outcomes can most 
appropriately be delivered.

Literary judges heap praise on Arisaig youth

MALLAIG High School has 
a new literary star among its 
ranks after judges in one of 
the country’s most prestig-
ious writing competitions 
for young budding authors 
gave him the joint runner-up 
spot from among hundreds 
of entries.

Judges heaped praise on 
Wallace Dempster’s essay, 
P T Barnum and Our Ap-
proaches to History, calling 
it ‘engaging’, ‘outstanding’ 
and ‘elegantly and wittily 
written’.

The competition was 
organised by the Institute 
of Contemporary Scotland 
(ICS) in association with the 
Young Programme charity 
and was open to pupils in 
Scottish schools who were 
between the ages of 15 and 
18 years.

Pupils were asked to im-
agine that they were writing 
a feature or column for 
an intelligent magazine or 
serious newspaper, and had 
to be between 900 to 1,100 

words. S5 pupil Wallace, 
16, from Arisaig, who was 

Wallace Dempster

one of three joint runners-up, 
received a cheque for £250 and 

had his article published in a 
special edition of the Scot-
tish Review magazine.

Judge Bill Jamieson said 
Wallace’s article, which the 
youngster composed after 
seeing the recent hit movie 
The Greatest Showman, was 
an outstanding accomplish-
ment – ‘elegantly and wittily 
written, with pace and grace, 
and a real pleasure to read’. 

‘But beneath the smart and 
sassy style was a discussion 
of real maturity on how we 
treat history and its monu-
ments – a resonantly topical 
subject.’

Comments from fellow 
judges, included Rebecca 
MacDonald, who said it was 
‘engaging and thought-pro-
voking...a sassy piece’.

Rose Galt said it ‘grips the 
reader in the first paragraph 
and barnstorms its way to 
a devastating critique of a 
man, a culture and a nation. 
Uses irony and humour to 
great effect’.

Sally Magnusson added: 
‘This article impressed me 
with the energy, range and 
readability of its argument.’

Morelle Smith said: ‘The 
language is engaging and 
the metaphors punchy and 
sometimes unusual.’

Ron Ferguson added: ‘A 
vivid, engaging and inventive 
piece of writing. I learned 
new things about P T Bar-
num, and the story itself was 
told with humour, style and 
seriousness.’

Wallace said he was delight-
ed to have done so well in the 
competition, but admits writ-
ing is not something he was 
currently looking to pursue 
as a possible future career. 
‘But writing is something I 
do enjoy doing. I based my 
article on this particular film 
after I went to the cinema 
with a couple of friends to 
see it – it angered me and so 
I decided to write something 
about it,’ he told the Loch-
aber Times.

‘We are very lucky at 
Mallaig High as the English 
department we have is ex-
cellent and staff are always 
really encouraging.’

To read Wallace’s article, 
go to our website at www. 
lochabertimes.co.uk

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

ASSURANCES have been 
sought over whether fuel sup-
plies to the Uists will continue 
as Lochcarnan Depot under-
goes essential maintenance 
during February and March, 
writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

Corrosion to inlet pipework at 
Lochcarnan has led operators 
to suspend ship-bound deliv-
eries pending the installation 
of new pipework. Repairs to 
the depot, which is operated 
by Certas Energy under lease 
from the Ministry of Defence, 
are due to be completed by 

the end of March. In the 
meantime, fuel will be deliv-
ered to Lochcarnan by road 
tanker from Certas Energy’s 
Inverness depot.  Certas says 
it is confident that supplies can 
be maintained but has agreed 
to engage with the Uist com-
munity so that any unforeseen 
‘pinch points’ in delivery can be 
quickly addressed.

On Tuesday this week, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 
chairman of transportation 
Councillor Uisdean Robertson 
met with the Certas Energy’s 

director of corporate affairs 
Dr Brian Worrall to discuss the 
matter.

At the meeting, Mr Worrall 
reaffirmed the long-term 
future of Lochcarnan as a key 
Certas depot and a programme 
of significant investment over 
the period 2018 to 2021 was 
outlined.  This investment 
will include works to the inlet 
pipework, jetty and storage 
tank bunds.

Councillor Robertson said: 
‘We are grateful to Certas 
Energy for clarifying the cur-

rent situation at Lochcarnan, 
confirming its short-term in-
vestment plans and reaffirming 
its longer term commitment to 
Lochcarnan as a key network 
depot.

‘We were assured that the de-
pot should be fully operational 
by the end of March, in time 
to meet growing fuel demand 
from the fishing industry and 
other sectors.  Until then, we 
will work with Certas to make 
sure that any pinch points in 
local supply are immediately 
addressed.’

Assurances over Uist fuel supply 
amid closure of depot for repairs

HOPES have been expressed 
that the Scottish Government’s 
new Islands Bill will promote 
islanders’ voices when it comes 
to healthcare provision on 
Skye and Raasay, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

Despite repeatedly lobbying 
NHS Highland for solutions 
for both areas, the Isle of 
Raasay remains without 
adequate overnight cover and 
the suspension of out-of-hours 
services at Portree Hospital is 
occurring more often.

Describing it as ‘the most im-
portant legislation introduced 
for island communities’, local 
MSP Kate Forbes believes the 
new laws could help reverse 
depopulation.

Ms Forbes – who also has the 
Small Isles in her constituency 
– said: ‘While visitors pass 
through these islands for a few 
weeks a year, its residents who 
are still there: living, working 
and raising families – often 

against the odds of the weath-
er, or population density, or 
stretched services.

‘Our islands are not mini 
museums, or visitor centres or 
somebody’s play park. They are 
homes – homes to real people, 
with real hopes, real fears and 
real histories.

‘And it has never been so 
important to promote island-
ers’ voices, to harness islands’ 
resources and to enhance the 
wellbeing of island communi-
ties.

‘One size does not fit all – 
Highland Council does what 
it can in an area the size of 
Belgium and a coastline that, 
including islands, is over 20 
per cent of Scotland’s total 
coastline.

‘But changes rubber stamped 
in Inverness, Edinburgh or 
London have got to recognise 
the geography of our island 
communities, where ferry 
timetables and stormy weather 

and long distances have got to 
be factored in.

‘This Bill is needed because 
decision-making is not 
sufficiently ‘island proofed’ 
currently. I note the commit-
tee’s recommendation that the 
National Islands Plan should 
set out a clear strategic direc-
tion and practical approaches 
to ‘island proofing’ priority 
areas – like access to health 
and social care.’

The MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch continued: ‘If 
we take healthcare for exam-
ple, I have been fighting for 
overnight, out-of-hours cover 
on the island of Raasay for 
almost two years since I was 
elected.

‘We made, what I believed, 
was significant progress during 
several meetings but there is 
still no out-of-hours, overnight 
cover on an island whose link 
to the mainland ceases to exist 
at 6pm every night when the 

ferry stops running and doesn’t 
recommence until the next 
morning.

‘And then over the water to 
Skye, where island residents in 
the far north depend on out-of-
hours, urgent care in Portree.

‘But despite the hard work 
and dedication of doctors and 
nurses there, the too frequent 
suspension of ‘out-of-hours’ 
cover in Portree is not accept-
able. It is not sustainable.

‘In urban centres, there is 
always another hospital, or 
another option. On an island, 
there isn’t.

‘There isn’t a choice, and I for 
one find the frequent suspen-
sions at Portree Hospital com-
pletely and utterly acceptable.

‘I have made that clear to 
NHS Highland and I’m doing 
so again right now.

‘These two examples 
demonstrate why it is vital 
that planned changes are first 
‘island proofed’.’

Hopes new Islands Bill 
will aid Skye healthcare

Kate Forbes MSP believes the new laws could help reverse depopulation.

NA H-EILEANAN an Iar 
SNP MSP Alasdair Allan has 
welcomed news that the Castle-
bay branch of the Royal Bank 
of Scotland on the Isle of Barra 
is to stay open until at least the 
end of 2018.

The branch was originally one 
of 62 across Scotland that was 
due to close in the summer.

However, RBS has now com-
mitted to keeping 10 branches 
open until at least the end of 
this year and will reconsider the 
closure of each branch as part 
of a full independent review.

Mr Allan commented: ‘RBS 
got it badly wrong when it 
moved to close its branch in 
Barra.  

‘The local response has been, 
rightly, furious, as this clo-
sure would have left people in 
Barra with their nearest bank 
some 27 miles away, across the 
Sound of Barra on South Uist.

‘RBS has had to go back in 
its tracks, first by accepting the 
need for an ATM on the island, 
and now by guaranteeing the 
branch will stay open at least 
until the end of the year.

‘This latest move does not 
take away the question mark 
about the long-term future of 

the branch, and I will continue 
to engage with RBS to make 
sure it has one.

‘This has been a successful 
campaign by the community 
and its SNP elected represent-
atives to keep the branch open.

‘Today’s U-turn by RBS is an 
indication of the pressure that 
has been put on the bank, fol-
lowing its ill-thought out move.

‘We must continue to work to 
ensure it stays open.’

MSP welcomes temporary 
RBS U-turn for Barra bank

Alasdair Allan MSP has wel-
comed the repreive.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Design a composite door  
IN THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR OWN HOME...

Choosing a new door is not an easy decision but our design tool 
will show you the different styles, glass and hardware that you can 

have to make that decision that bit easier.

Call us today for your free home visit.
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� Cavendish Winds are perform-
ing at Lochaber High School to-
morrow evening, Friday February 
16, as part of Lochaber Music For 
All. The concert starts at 7.30pm 
in the main hall in the school. 
� Kilmallie Community Centre 
committee is calling on gar-
deners and volunteers to help 
at another session to restore 
Kilmallie Community Gardens 
on Saturday February 17. Contact 
Sarah Kennedy on 07768 805040 
for more information.
� Sta�  and volunteers from 
Caol-based Lochaber Sensory 
Care (LSC) for sight and hearing 
support will visit Abbey� eld 
House Care Home in Ballachulish 
on Monday, February 19 from 
10.30am until 12.30pm, o� ering 
help and advice to anyone with 
a hearing loss or sight loss – resi-
dents and members of the public. 
The team will also supply NHS 
hearing aid batteries and re-tube 
and maintain the hearing aids. No 
appointment necessary.
� The Vintage Motor Cycle Club 
(VMCC) is holding a meeting to 
consider setting up a new section 
in North Argyll and Lochaber. 
The event will take place in the 
Alexandra Hotel, The Parade, Fort 
William, at 7.30pm on Friday Feb-
ruary 23. Anyone with an interest 
in old motorcycles is invited, 
whether or not they are VMCC 
members. If you’re interested 
please contact Chris Jones on 
07768 268854 or email  cjone-
shome@btinternet. com
� On Sunday February 25 at 
4pm, there will be a free opera 
concert at St Mary’s, Arisaig when 
members of Scottish Opera will 
perform Faure Requiem to com-
memorate all those who died in 
the First World War, in particular 
Mary McKinnon who died on the 
hospital ship The Glenart Castle, 
on February 26 in 1918.

There will be a collection for 
St Mary’s funds and  to support 
the Christmas lunch for elderly 
people of the village.

Giving our young people a future

A FORT William employer is ensuring 
young people have good job opportuni-
ties in their local area, as it continues to 
focus on recruiting young people from 
Lochaber.

In recent years, Ferguson Transport 
and Shipping, with its head office in 
Corpach, has grown to become one of 
the largest independent logistic compa-
nies in the Highlands and islands, with 
operating centres throughout the UK.

The firm has recently taken on a 
further two apprentices in addition to 
those who are already in year three of 
their studies.

At the start of last year, Lewis Camer-
on joined the company as an apprentice 
marine engineer and HGV mechanic 
apprentice, while Matthew Weir is now 
part way through the first year of his 
apprenticeship.

Michael Murphy and Calum Mac-
Donald are nearing completion of their 
training to become fully qualified HGV 
mechanics. 

They are following in the footsteps of 
Sean McColl and Cameron Blackmore, 
who are both employed as qualified 
HGV mechanics, having completed 
their apprenticeships with the company.

Ferguson Transport, as well as 
operating more than 70 modern and 
commercial HGV vehicles and 170-plus 
trailers, has a maintenance depot based 
in Corpach.

The company also offers business ad-
ministration and office apprenticeships 
ensuring that young people within the 
area are offered opportunities that open 

the door to a successful and rewarding 
career within the logistics industry.

There are currently a variety of trainee 
business administration apprenticeships 
throughout the business.  

Carhie MacKinnon – a third genera-
tion family member – has recently start-
ed a modern apprenticeship in business 
administration, and Robert MacInnes 
is also due to start the same course in 
the coming months based in the firm’s 
Kishorn office.

HR administrator Danielle 
MacEachan, is currently studying 
towards her CIPD Certificate in HR 

Practice in addition to receiving on-
the-job experience and mentoring in 
the HR department.

Ferguson Transport and Shipping’s 
group managing director Alasdair 
Ferguson says the company provides a 
great opportunity to encourage young 
local people to establish a rewarding 
and long career within the logistics 
industry.

‘As a company we see the benefit of 
promoting young people throughout 
the various areas of our business pro-
viding secure career paths for young 
professionals,’ Mr Ferguson added. 

HGV mechanic apprentices Calum MacDonald, Michael Murphy and Matthew Weir, Carhie MacKinnon who is studying for a 
modern apprenticeship in business administration, Danielle MacEachan who is studying towards her CIPD certi� cate in HR 

practice; and right, Robert MacInnes who is studying towards a modern apprenticeship in business administration.

Emma Robertson, left, and Gillian Cameron, who have recently joined the 
company’s SHEQ team.

WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber

Acharacle council 
set to re-form

No Fuss adds Fort 
events to diary

ACHARACLE Community Council 
will now be able to re-form fol-
lowing recent interim elections.

Nominations closed on Febru-
ary 7 for people seeking election 
to the community council that 
serves Acharacle and the sur-
rounding area. The community 
council attracted more than half 
the maximum membership, 
allowing it to form.

The community council  re-
ceived too few nominations in 
last year’s local elections and had 
too few elected councillors to be 
able to function, meaning the 
council remained in abeyance.

Also in the interim elections, 
Applecross Community Council 
received more nominations than 
their maximum membership, 
which means  postal ballots to 
decide membership will be held.

Laggan Community Coun-
cil  and Sta�  n  Community 
Council did not establish as they 
both failed to attract half the 
maximum membership.

FORT WILLIAM will be the centre 
of attention again this October 
when the eyes of the mountain 
bike world focus on the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK.

No Fuss Events, the Fort Wil-
liam-based events company, has 
introduced   two events to the 
calendar: the � nal round of The 
European Continental Enduro 
Series and The WEMBO World 
Solo 24-hour Championships.

Round four, the � nal round of 
the 2018 European Continental 
Enduro Series, will be hosted at 
Nevis Range on October 13 and 
14, while the following weekend, 
October 20 and 21, sees the 
World Endurance Mountain Bike 
Organisation’s (WEMBO) World 
Solo 24-hour Championships 
arrive in Fort William. This event 
was last staged at Nevis Range 
in 2014 by No Fuss and was a 
phenomenal success, with riders 
from 22 countries taking part.

MSP Kate sees impact of 
climate change in Nepal
SURVIVORS of Nepal’s 
devastating earthquakes and 
recent flooding are meeting Lo-
chaber MSP Kate Forbes, who 
is currently in the Himalayan 
country, as she endeavours to 
find out more about the impact 
of global climate change.

Ms Forbes, who sits on Holy-
rood’s environment committee, 
is also seeing how money raised 
in Scotland has helped people 
to rebuild their lives and 
homes.

She is due to go to the Teraj, 
the south of the country, to visit 
a project in Nepalgunj, which 
is working to assist people in 
the aftermath of flash floods, 
having received support from 
the Scottish Government’s Hu-
manitarian Emergency Fund.

This will also include meeting 
farmers who have started cul-
tivation again, and people who 
have rebuilt their shelters.

The visit has been organised by 
Christian humanitarian charity 
Tearfund, which is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this year.

‘I’m spending a few days in 
Nepal to meet with people who 
were affected by the earthquake 
of 2015 and the more recent 

flooding. These are incredible 
folk who have looked death in 
the face and are now rebuilding 
their lives,’ Ms Forbes told the 
Lochaber Times before jetting 
out this week.

‘I have no doubt that these 
meetings will give me a great-
er sense of perspective and 

hopefully it will be an encour-
agement to those I meet as well 
to know that there are people 
across the world who care about 
their welfare.

‘I will be regularly posting 
photos on social media for 
anybody who’d like to track my 
visit.’

Lynne Paterson, Tearfund 
Scotland’s director, said the 
charity was delighted the MSP 
was visiting Nepal as part of its 
50th anniversary celebrations, 
meeting Tearfund partners and 
local communities.

She said: ‘We hope that 
through meeting with people 
first-hand, Kate will get a fresh 
insight into how Tearfund, with 
the support of the Scottish Gov-
ernment, is bringing hope to 
communities who need it most.’

Located between India and 
China, Nepal is dependent on 
Indian supply routes for most 
of its trade including essential 
commodities such as oil prod-
ucts and medicines.

It ranks 145 on the Human 
Development Index, meaning 
it is one of the least developed 
countries in the world and in 
general the infrastructure and 
facilities are poor, probably 
with the exception of areas 
frequented by tourists. 

Kate Forbes is in Nepal this week hearing � rst hand from survivors 
of recent earthquakes and � ooding. Photographs: I D Campbell

WHAT makes a woman inspi-
rational? writes Mark Entwistle.

Is she someone who paves 
the way for other women to 
progress? Is she someone 
who cares for her family 
and friends? Perhaps she is 
someone who works hard for 
her community and seeks no 
recognition?

International Women’s Day 
will be celebrated across the 
world on March 8 to recognise 
the many and varied achieve-
ments of women.

And to help mark the global 
event, the Lochaber Times is 
joining forces with Lochaber 
Women’s Aid (LWA).

LWA will be staging a display 

in Fort William Library from 
Monday, March 5 to March 12, 
which will highlight inspira-
tional women.

LWA would like people 
to think about women who 
inspire and motivate them 
and share their thoughts with 
the organisation. It could be a 
woman who was a teacher and 

encouraged and inspired a ca-
reer path; a colleague who has 
combined work with family and 
study; a gym, running or shinty 
buddy. She doesn’t have to be 
famous. We want to celebrate 
the inspirational achievements 
of all women.

To tell us who inspires you, 
pop into the Lochaber Times 

office on Fort William High 
Street and write on our special 
bunting.

Your inspirational women 
will then form part of our dis-
play in Fort William Library.

International Women’s Day 
is your day. Help us to inspire 
the next generation of young 
women. #PressforProgress

Lochaber Times helps mark International Women’s Day

Welcome to our world
Set in 153 acres of magni� cent rural Perthshire, 
yet easily accessible from elsewhere in Scotland, 
Strathallan School is an outstanding place to learn 
with some of the � nest facilities of any school in 
Scotland. 
The School has a great blend of local, national and 
international pupils and celebrates the di� erent 
interests and cultures our international pupils 
bring. 
Where learning comes to life 
As well as achieving exceptional academic 
standards, we foster a lifelong enjoyment of 
learning. Our highly committed teachers are also 
involved in sports coaching and other activities 
and the bonds built outside the classroom have 
profound educational bene� ts. It’s no surprise that 
many of our pupils move on to top universities like 
Oxford, Cambridge and Edinburgh.
Where everyone’s involved in the life of the school
More than 60% of our pupils are boarders so there’s 
always a lot going on. That’s a big advantage for 
day pupils who stay well into the evening and are 
fully involved in the myriad of activities available. 

Where talent turns to achievement
Champions - Strathallan’s 1st XV made history 
winning the U18 Scottish Rugby Schools’ Cup for 
the � rst time. The nurturing environment and 
comprehensive development programme created 
by our Director of Rugby and the coaches has put  
Strathallan � rmly on the map as one of the top 
development schools for rugby in Scotland.
All pupils regularly take part in a variety of sports. 
We also run a comprehensive programme for elite 
athletes. 
In the Expressive Arts, there are many oppor-
tunities to develop creative talents in a variety 
of musical ensembles, in our theatre and in our 
state-of-the-art dance and drama studio.
Where belonging is forever
Strathallan provides an exceptional educational 
experience for boys and girls aged 9 to 18. It's a 
school where e� ort is rewarded and where pupils 
are given the time and encouragement to grow 
into capable, con� dent young men and women 
who are ready for the challenges that lie ahead.
Interested in being part of our world? 
Why not come along and meet the pupils, sta�  and 
parents at our next Information Morning, register 
now at strathallan.co.uk



THE last Saturday in 
January saw Ewen’s Room 
Winter Warmer being held 
in Acharacle Community 
Centre.

This year, the well-sup-
ported annual gathering 
featured the official launch 
of the newly established 
Ewen’s Room Telephone 
Helpline, with the cere-
monial handover of the 
funding cheque.

Supported by the National 
Lottery Awards for All, the 
helpline is run and staffed 
by trained, locally-based 
volunteers who can relate to 
the issues of social isolation 
and loneliness experienced 
by many individuals in 
communities.

The helpline provides a 
supportive, discreet and 
beneficial service for peo-
ple who have nowhere else 
to turn.  

With elements of be-
friending for those who just 
need a chat or other emo-
tional support, it also acts 
as an emergency helpline 
for anyone in crisis.

Ewen’s Room promotes 
mental health and wellbe-
ing in Ardnamurchan and 
Morvern in West Lochaber, 
and also hosts weekly 
sociable drop-in sessions 
in Strontian, Acharacle and 
Kilchoan.

It was established by Mal-

colm and Rosie Gillespie, 
following the death of their 
son, Ewen, who lost his 
battle with schizophrenia 
in 2008.

They couple told us: ‘This 
very welcome Lottery grant 
allows us to offer support 
to those in our community 
who are unable, or unwill-
ing, to access adequate care 
from existing services.

‘Hopefully the helpline 
will help people to cope 
better with their problems, 

and to avoid the kind of 
misery and tragedy that 
befell our son.’

Ewen’s Room has the 
backing of community 
healthcare professionals, 
who have welcomed the 
launch of this alternative 
form of local support, 
particularly for those 
challenged by loneliness, 
depression or other chronic 
wellbeing issues.

Ewen’s Room aims to 
provide information and 

support for those affected 
by mental health issues 
within the communities of 
Ardnamurchan, Moidart, 
Sunart and Morvern (West 
Lochaber).

It also delivers mental 
health awareness sessions 
to pupils at Ardnamurchan 
High School and several 
local primary schools. 

The organisation’s aim is 
to complement local NHS 
mental health service pro-
vision whenever possible.
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Roamer
More memory lane items from the 
Roamer columns of 30 years ago

Ballachulish

Subscribe for as little as 
56p a week
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  The council has designated two new road signs for 
Polmona in Claggan. However, both proclaim ‘Polo-
mona’. One board is firmly in place but, apparently, 
the workforce ran out of cement to embed the other 
one. So it continues to lie on its back. Meanwhile there 
are plenty of Clagganites moaning, justifiably, about 
the ‘Polomona’ bit.

  There was this needle primary school shinty match 
at  Inverlochy last Thursday. Wee Gordon was all keyed 
up, waiting to get into the action. An hour before the 
game he was kitted out with his strip, his tracksuit over 
the top of it. Comes the throw-up, with Wee Gordon 
ready to give it stick. Until he realised he had taken 
the field wearing his drawers instead of his shorts. 
Then there was a rush to do a cover-up job! When he is 
asked in later years for the most embarrassing sporting 
moment of his youth, I’ve no doubt Wee Gordon will 
recall the time when he was 11 and playing shinty in 
his drawers.

 There was another match which rated the attend-
ance of a number of Lochaber fans. It was at Anfield. 
Between Liverpool and Chelsea. Fourteen members 
of the Marine Harvest Liverpool Supporters Club 
went down to the game. But only 11 came back home 
in the coach. It seems a particular trio missed the bus 
from Anfield.  They’re back at work now, though, I 
think.

 The leisure centre will soon have a new bouncy cas-
tle for youngsters. Or, if you prefer as does Councillor 
Iain Thornber, a bouncy fort. It will be sited in one 
of the squash courts during our long, hot summers 
when squash isn’t quite so popular. Councillor Brian 
Murphy has proposed the leisure and recreation com-
mittee members should inaugurate the bouncy fort. 
I’m sure all the councillors will have a high old time.

 ‘If I don’t see you through the week, I’ll see you 
through the window.’ That was the craic from Willie 
Anderson the other day. Fortunately, Willie had 
remembered to take the glass out of the tourist office 
window prior to pushing a gondola cable car through 
it. I was going to say ‘pushing the boat out’, but Willie 
doesn’t recognise that expression. Anyhow, there is 
now a gondola cable car on view inside the Cameron 
Centre. Ideal for tourists to get the hang of it and for 
those locals who might not yet have ventured aboard 
at Aonach Mor.

 Donald MacPherson’s discovery at Achintee could 
be of major importance to our local natural history 
heritage. Donald’s cat resides in the garden shed. It 
has its own cat flap entrance. And the cat sleeps in 
a particular corner of the shed. So you can imagine 
Donald’s amazement when he went in the other morn-
ing and found six newly-laid eggs in that very corner. 
Donald is mystified, so he’s planning to contact the 
Egg Marketing Board. You could be on a winner, 
there, Donald.

 Have you seen the latest glossy guide to Lochaber? 
Printed in Manchester, this four-page special contains 
a map of Fort William. But, where is the railway sta-
tion on that map? You might well ask. It is pinpointed 
where it always should have been  - at the pierhead. 
British Rail area manager Clive Evans commented 
in between Burns Suppers: ‘It looks as if our station 
has moved again. But no-one told me. In fact, I went 
to Glasgow on the train on Monday and when I came 
back, the present station appears to have been wiped 
off the local map!’

 That was a hugely hospitable idea by Lochaber 
Mountaineering Club (LMC) to entertain a visiting 
Polish climbing group last week. A ‘Highland night’ 
was arranged for the Poles and LMC really pulled 
out the stops. One kilted member played the pipes. 
Another kilted member bore the haggis to the table for 
the next kilted member (Ken) to address it. Kilted Ken 
then plunged his sgian dubh downwards. But it skited 
across the haggis before breaking the skin – of Big 
Sam’s hand. Strangely the Polish contingent thought 
this was all part of the ritual!

 If the manager of the Clydesdale Bank in Fort 
William has been here for three years, what does that 
make him? The longest serving bank manager in the 
Fort, which has four different bank branches in the 
High Street. Aye, Derek Walker is now the oldest 
established local manager.

 A retired headmaster, in from the country, pointed 
out to me the other day that, since the canopy went 
up all the way along Tweeddale, the pavements below 
it have never been clean. He argued that the faithful 
Fort William rain hasn’t been able to get through to 
the sidewalks to hose them down. Mind you, he lives in 
Duror, via Inverlochy, where there are no pavements 
to speak of, so he would obviously have a keener eye 
than most.

 The look on the face of the Portsmouth skier whose 
car was lifted off a local bridge by Kilmallie shinty 
team on Saturday must have been a study.  With the 
help of a tree that the Pompey skier’s motor had 
knocked down, the players levered up the car, which 
had skidded into the bridge, and manhandled it clear. 
Good practice for the Kilmallie lads to lift a league 
title and a trophy or two.

Fort William High Street before it was pedestrianised.

CONSTRUCTION students in Fort 
William have breathed new life into a 
community hall in the town.

Supervised by their tutor Michael Magu-
ire, a group of construction skills students 
from West Highland College UHI last 
week redecorated Plantation Community 
Hall.

The eight-strong team painted walls and 
skirting boards in the centre’s entrance 
hall, the main hall and a meeting room. 
Timber elements of the building’s façade 
were also treated and painted.

‘The idea came about after John Taylor, 
from High Life Highland (HLH), and I 
had a discussion about the condition of the 
hall. HLH agreed to fund the cost of the 

materials if we could supply the workforce,’ 
explained Nigel Patterson, employment 
and development manager at the college.

The day started with a painting master-
class from Michael, to ensure high stand-
ards of work.

‘It’s great to be able to put something back 
into the community, whilst also giving our 
students the chance to practise their new 
skills. 

‘I know they had a really enjoyable couple 
of days, particularly because they had a 
chance to experience a realistic work envi-
ronment. 

‘We hope everyone who uses the commu-
nity hall will be pleased with the results,’ 
added Mr Patterson.

AT its January meeting, Ballachulish Community Com-
pany (BCC) approved its office bearers as follows:

Jimmy Waugh, interim chairman, shadowed this year 
by Angus MacInnes; Simon Ingram, treasurer and com-
pany secretary; David Kitson, minutes secretary; Kevin 
Smith community council representative; Brian Dickie, 
Ballachulish Community Association representative; 
and councillor Niall McLean, the Highland Council 
representative, as per the company’s constitution. Mor-
gan Smith shadowed the chairman last year and is now a 
director without portfolio.

BCC still has vacancies on the board and members 
would be delighted to chat with anyone interested. Con-
tact any director or interim chairman Jimmy Waugh for 
more information.

The board is keen to move forward with discussions 
with Green Highland Renewables on the Glenachulish 
hydro scheme.

FORTY-FIVE years after becoming 
a council joiner, Angus Stirling was 
given a rousing retiral send-off last 
week by colleagues at a celebration in 
Fort William Shinty Club.

Angus, from Claggan, known as 

‘Angie’ to his many friends, started 
with Argyll County Council in Janu-
ary 1973 and went on to also serve Lo-
chaber District Council and Highland 
Council before retiring at the end of 
last month.

Together with his wife Linda, he 
was presented with gifts, cards and a 
collection from his friends and col-
leagues, as well as a Makita drill set 
and cordless planer from Highland 
Council. 

Angus receives a rousing send-o�  by his colleagues. JP F07 Angus Stirling retiral. Photograph: John Paul Peebles, Abrightside Photography.

Claggan joiner calls it a day after 45 years

Lochaber construction students giving the Plantation Community Hall a much-needed 
makeover. Photograph: West Highland College UHI.

From left, Hugh Asher, Lara Van de Peer, Malcolm Gillespie and Rosie Gillespie at the 
recent launch of a new telephone helpline.

Students revamp Plantation hall

Acharacle hosts launch of 
wellbeing telephone helpline

NO F07 Plantation Hall 01. 

A LOCHABER boat repair business has won an order 
to kit out a new model of boat commissioned by salmon 
farmers Marine Harvest.

Mackenzie Marine Maintenance, a small family-busi-
ness based in Corpach, is currently working on the fleet 
of 10 new work boats.

The boats are a new model, bought from Arran Work-
boats and designed in close consultation with Marine 
Harvest to suit its working requirements.

Lee MacKenzie of Mackenzie Marine Maintenance 
said: ‘I’m delighted to be kitting out these new boats for 
Marine Harvest. One of the models I have been working 
on was the first of its type to be built so it’s been great 
to have the opportunity to work on that and to pass on 
feedback.

‘We are completely fitting out the boats with the engine, 
steering, electrics, navigation and safety equipment.

‘Marine Harvest is a major and important employer in 
Lochaber and throughout the Highlands. It’s great they 
are working with small local firms like ourselves in the 
area.’

Colin Whitehead, seawater engineer manager with 
Marine Harvest, said the new boats were a significant 
investment for the company: ‘We are delighted to have 
taken delivery of these new boats which will be a great 
addition to our fleet in the west coast.

‘Working with quality local businesses like Mackenzie 
Marine Maintenance and Arran Workboats is important 
to us. 

‘We are committed to using local suppliers wherever 
possible, which is just one way we support the communi-
ties in which we operate.’

 

Colin Whitehead, right, of Marine Harvest with Iain 
Monteith of Arran Workboats and Lee MacKenzie, who 

will � t out the boats. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

NO F07 Arran Boats

Corpach fi rm wins 
work boat order

NO F07 Ewen’s Room telephone 
helpline

CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2018 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 22nd MARCH 2018
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

20182018
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Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

All smiles back in December 1995 were these ladies, who were members of the Oban branch of the Royal British 
Legion, as they served soup and and sandwiches.

Last week we published a photograph of Oban High School football team from 1958, with one man described as 
‘unknown’. Reader Robert Kennedy, who now lives in Inverness, was in touch to say: ‘I was delighted to see this picture 

which was actually taken four years before my birth but I wanted to furnish the name of the “unknown man” in the 
photograph. This was my father – Thomas Kennedy (known as Tom). He sadly passed away in June 2005 at the age of 
83. The picture is taken in Riverside Park, Kinlochleven. I presume my dad had arranged a match between the young 

Oban High School team and a Kinlochleven School team. He also used to do a bit of refereeing in his later football days 
so he might have been the referee for the match. My father was a well-known footballer in the Lochaber area and was 
renowned as a proli� c goalscorer. I have many stories which were handed down to me from my dad about all the old 
football teams around this era. At one time there were more than 10 teams in Kinlochleven village alone whilst the 

aluminium smelter was in full force.’

Social media

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

There is clearly a significant degree of upset over the 
move by Travelodge to install a barrier to restrict 

access to the area in Fort William town centre known as 
the ‘Backlands’.

A number of prominent community activists have 
voiced their genuinely-felt anger at the hotel company’s 
behaviour.

As we report on our front page, it is particularly gall-
ing for residents and businesses who used it as additional 
parking and for access to the rear of their properties.

What makes the matter more controversial is the fact that 

the hard-working Fort William Town Team has gone to 
considerable effort and expense to carry out improvement 
works to the area, with FWTT member James Kennedy 
sourcing fencing materials and gravel and doing the bulk 
of the work erecting a fence and gates, as well as install-
ing rubbish warning signs and filling potholes.

Throughout this time, Travelodge, it seems, has refused 
to cooperate with the town team or to contribute to the 
costs of the work.

This appears to have been a very high-handed move 
from Travelodge, which should rethink its action.

Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times en-
deavour to ensure that all our 
reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’  
Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 

let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephoning the editor 
on 01631 568046; writing to 
the Editor at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. Howev-
er, if you are unsatisfied with 

our response, you can contact 
IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can either tele-
phone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints 
from the public about the edito-
rial content of newspapers and 
magazines.

We will abide by the decision 
of IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication 
on this page. 

The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names 
and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, 
to indicate good faith. 

A daytime telephone number 

is also required for verification.  
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be 
printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

THE British honours system is a 
realm of much debate but the merits 
and flaws of that system, of royalty 
and of the British Empire are not the 
subject of this piece.

What there is no doubt about is that 
the awarding of OBEs and MBEs 
is a very effective way to recognise 
valuable contributions to our society 
made by many whose work may never 
otherwise be officially acknowledged.

Last Thursday, February 8, Gaelic 
singer Kenna Campbell travelled to 
London to receive an MBE. 

This is a shining example of an hon-
our being granted to a most deserving 
recipient in recognition of a lifetime of 
invaluable work. 

Given ‘for services to the promotion 
of the Gaelic language, music and 
Gaelic-medium education’, this award 
is a very fitting acknowledgement of 
Kenna’s lifelong and constant com-
mitment to her language, music and 
culture.

I am lucky to have known Kenna for 
many years and have witnessed first 
hand her unfaltering commitment to 
song, music and language, and her 
dogged determination and steadfast 
attitude in protecting and promoting 
these ingrained passions.

I first met Kenna when I was nine 
years old and attending the Barra 

Fèis. From my initial impression of her 
as a being ‘a bit scary’, we have over 
the years become very good friends. 

Kenna had been involved in setting 
up the very first Fèis Bharraigh in 1981 
and the success of these early events 
led to the entire Fèis movement that 
has been so important a contributory 
factor in the resurgence of Highland 
music that we are now witnessing.

It was during my student years at 
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music 

and Drama that I got to know Kenna 
well, as she was a lecturer there. As 
my initial impression of her when I 
was nine suggests, Kenna can appear 
to be a very intimidating character, 
but along with her strong presence of 
gravitas is a wicked sense of humour, 
a warm kindness and an ability to en-
courage others, that combined creates 
a unique and special human being. 

These characteristics, coupled 
with her passion for Gaelic culture, I 
believe, are what have allowed Kenna 
to be so effective in the work that this 
recent award recognises.

Entire cultures can be resurrected 
and advanced by the deeds of a small 
but determined number of unique in-
dividuals whose work and passion can 
act as a catalyst for others to follow. 

Kenna Campbell is among that very 
special number who have worked de-
terminedly against the tide of cultural 
and linguistic depletion and have now 
turned that tide in our favour.

If the Gael is to endure as a living, 
breathing race, there is a long road of 
hard work ahead. 

However, among others, Kenna 
Campbell has shown what can be 
achieved and it gives me great pleasure 
to congratulate her on receiving her 
MBE and being officially recognised 
for her part in providing a guiding 
light to her people.

I hope Prince Charles was not too 
nervous when presenting Kenna with 
her MBE.

Discriminated against 
by major retailers
Sir,
I would like to support Martin Laing 
(At Random, The Oban Times, Febru-
ary 8) and the news story in the same 
issue regarding this problem.

I tried to order online from Currys 
PC World in the week between Christ-
mas and New Year, more than £600 
worth of goods to take advantage of 
their usual post-Christmas sale.

The website did not recognise my 
PA34 postcode and gave me a number 
to call to sort the situation. I called 
the number and was advised that they 
had an IT problem with PA postcodes 
which had existed for several weeks 
before Christmas, and it should be 
resolved in the next few days. Over the 
following four weeks I continued to try 
to place my order without success, and 
made several additional phone calls to 
be told the same story.

On losing patience, I again contact-
ed the customer service department 
stating that it was ridiculous that they 
could not accept my order over the 
phone, and was told in a very patronis-
ing manner that they did not deliver to 
Scotland, far less PA34 as previously 
advised. I told them that this could not 
be true as they had several stores in 
Scotland, and one in the PA postcode 
area. I was again told that they did not 
deliver to Scotland.

I emailed Currys’ customer service 
complaining about the situation and 
received a reply which stated that, 
as it was an internal matter, they 
would investigate but not give me any 
feedback. I further complained that 
this was unacceptable and was told 
I should contact Trading Standards, 
which I intend to do. I asked for a 
contact to take the matter further 
within Currys, and was given a phone 
number, which has not been answered 
on each of three attempts to call.

I would concur with Martin Laing’s 
suggestion that no one should deal 
with any companies who discriminate 
by refusing to deliver to any postcode 
areas in Scotland.

I placed my orders with another 
company, John Lewis, and when there 
was an issue with delivery dates, they 
have offered a goodwill gesture to 
compensate my inconvenience. This 
is the sort of customer service I would 
expect from a reasonable company – 
not the dismissive discrimination I 
received from Currys.

Eric Chapman,
by email.

Forestry not to blame 
for state of roads
Sir,
I was alarmed to read Ian Reid’s letter 
in The Oban Times (‘Public pay the 
price for forestry operations’) sug-
gesting that the damage to the roads 
in recent months is due to increased 
timber haulage.

This is a completely false conclusion 
and, sadly, one which rears its ugly 
head from time to time in various 
communities throughout Argyll, Lo-
chaber and other rural areas.

The B8001 between Kennacraig and 
Claonaig has not been used for timber 

haulage in recent months and large 
sections of the Tarmac have broken up 
in the month since Christmas.

The recent very wet weather (rainfall 
is now 25-30 per cent higher than in 
the 1970s), frost and thaw, increased 
bus frequencies and size, increased 
HGV size generally, heavy cranes 
(up to 80 tonnes) and wind turbine 
transport vehicles are all contributory 
factors to the present state of much of 
our roads network – as is the lack of 
maintenance of roadside drains and 
blocked-off lets which result in water 
sitting on the road instead of running 
off.

Over the past 20 years many thou-
sands, if not, millions of lorry miles 
have been removed from public roads 
through the Scottish Timber Trans-
port Scheme which provides funding 
for coastal shipping, in forest link 
roads and support to local councils to 
upgrade minor roads for timber and 
other heavy traffic.

For Mr Reid to suggest we leave the 
trees on the hillside is a sad reflection 
of the dedication of those who plant-
ed and maintained our forests as a 
renewable, sustainable and endless 
resource of great value to everyone 
in the UK – where we still import 75 
per cent of our timber products. How 
much longer can other countries give 
away so much wood?

J Robin Dixon,
Cairnbaan.

An alternative view 
of democracy
Sir,
Is it the intention of your columnist 
and sometime letter writer Iain 
Thornber to mislead your readers or is 
it just that he has an alternative view of 
democracy from the rest of us?

His most recent claim is that the re-
sult of 71 per cent in favour of the new 
deal in a contract poll of GPs spon-
sored by the BMA and the Scottish 
Government was ‘a nonsense’ because 
only 20 per cent voted.  Leaving aside 
for the moment the fact that he is, let’s 
be kind and say, mistaken in this, the 
actual turnout was 39 per cent.

This follows his letter regarding the 
Ulva buyout where he suggests that 
the views of eight members of the 
community council (elected unop-
posed – ie, no one voted for them) who 
voted 7:1 against the buyout should 
take precedence over a ballot with a 
63.6 per cent turnout run by the Elec-
toral Reform Society resulting in 63.9 
per cent favour of a buyout.

The mention of elected unopposed 
community councillors is for context 
only and should not be taken as a crit-
icism.

I can only conclude that a vote is 
only democratic if it coincides with Mr 
Thornber’s view.

Colin Morrison,
by email.

GFG deserves credit 
for investments
Sir,
I write with regard to the front page of 
the Lochaber Times (February 1) criti-
cising GFG for sidelining councillors, 

community councils and trusts. From 
my years of experience of Kinlochlev-
en Community Trust, Kinlochleven 
Community Council and councillors 
in Lochaber, I can fully understand 
why GFG might sideline councillors, 
trusts and community councils if they 
get treated like I have been – ie being 
ignored.

I know GFG will make Lochaber a 
better place to live and work, and will 
support and help new business, not 
ignore them.

GFG gets jobs done, which is the 
reason it is very successful.

My faith is in GFG in helping and 
supporting my company locate to 
Lochaber.

Robert McClymont,
Kinlochleven.

Dreaming of creating 
a plastic-free Oban
Sir,
I’m 67 years old. I’m not quite as old 
as plastic but almost all the plastic that 
has ever been made was made during 
my lifetime. And almost all of it still 
exists: every plastic teaspoon, piece 
of clingfilm or nylon shirt that I have 
ever used probably still exists. Why 
should I worry? What can I do?

We should all worry. Plastic has 
entered the water supply and the food 
chain. We don’t yet know what the 
consequences for human health will 
be but it’s unlikely to do us any good.

We see clearly now the damage 
plastics do to marine life and to the 
environment but are making and 
using more and more plastic every 
year. Only a very small proportion of 
plastic made ever gets recycled. In the 
UK alone, 16 million plastic bottles – 
which could be recycled – are put into 
the ordinary bins every day.

We can all make a difference. It 
won’t solve the problem of what has 
already been dumped but each one 
of us could help a little. We can use 
a re-usable water bottle and fill it at 
home from the tap or from a filter 
jug. In the UK, we don’t need to buy 
bottled water at all.

Each one of us can ask cafes, snack 
bars or chippies for fibre or paper 
cups, wooden stirrers or chip forks, 
as not every cafe, restaurant  or bar in 
Oban has stopped using plastic.

Oban is the first many visitors see of 
the Highlands and islands and, after 
eating or drinking on the go, the vis-
itor has to dispose of the containers, 
forks, stirrers that their food/drink 
was served in. I haven’t seen anywhere 
for visitors to put plastic or cardboard 
for recycling along any of the main 
streets so it all goes in the same bin 
and then to landfill or seagulls.

The government has given us a great 
opportunity by choosing to hold a ma-
rine plastic summit in Oban on June 
18. By then, led by The Oban Times, 
we could have made commitment to 
try to get Oban recognised as having 
a plastic-free coastline, or we could 
just commit ourselves to reducing 
single-use plastics and pick up plastic 
when we see it on the street or on the 
beach. Either way, we’ll be demon-
strating that we do care and that we 
can make a difference.

Phil Hamerton,
Corran Esplanade, Oban.

Our story this week about Argyll and 
Bute Council facing a £27 million 
funding gap has been the cause of 
comments.
James Strang: ‘They could sell the 
marina and building on the pier to start 
then cut some managers.’
Andy MacArthur: ‘A questionnaire is 

not a consultation nor does it imply 
consent to service cuts.’
Colin Martin: ‘We know, for example, 
that the condition of our road network 
matters hugely to local people and 
businesses.
‘What planet is she living on, a road 
network that doesn’t damage vehicles 

due to disrepair should be a minimum 
requirement for council services not a 
choice!’
Peter Taylor: ‘Not really surprising. 
They’ve been aware of a competency 
gap for at least a decade...a funding 
gap and a services gap are the most 
obvious results of that.’

‘S FHADA BHO CHUALA mi 
beachd gun robh seòbhanachd fhear 
nas bitheanta ann an Alba na an 
àite sam bith eile. Gu cinnteach bha 
boireannaich na dùthcha seo, anns an 
fharsaingeachd, a’ frithealadh nam 
fear gu ìre millidh agus leisge. 

Tha amharas agam fhìn gun robh 
ceangal aig a’ chleachdadh seo ri mar 
a bha teagasg nan eaglaisean a’ cur 
dleastanas ùmhlachd air mnathan 
dhan cuid fhear. Tha mi toilichte 
gum bheil cùisean ag atharrachadh 
ged a tha cuid a bhoireannaich a tha 
‘s dòcha a’ toirt cus smachd dha fir 
fhathast.

Ceud bliadhna air adhart bho fhuair 
a’ chiad bhoireannaich cothrom 
bhòtaidh, nach iad na mnathan 
gaisgeil sin a sheas còraichean 
co-ionannachd an aghaidh siostam 
a bha cho mì-chothromach a tha 
airidh air cuimhne agus spèis. Mar 
iomadh cuspair a’ dèiligeadh ris an 
dùthaich seo fhèin ’s e glè bheag a 
chuala an ginealach agamsa mu na 

suffragettes ann am foghlam sgoile, 
agus tha e smaointinneach da-rìribh 
a bhith a’ faicinn ’s a’ cluinntinn mar 
a tha mì-chothromachd fhathast ann 
am beatha làitheil mhnathan, gu 
sònraichte a thaobh ìre thuarastalan 
agus chothroman cosnaidh. Le aithne 
gum bheil seanfhaclan a’ sealltainn 
lèirsinn linntean a chaidh romhainn, 
bidh mi tric a’ toirt sùil air na tha a’ 
nochdadh fo chuspairean àraid, agus 
tha dearbhadh gu leòr air an tuigse a 
bh’ ann air buaidh dàlach. An rud san 
tèid dàil thèid dearmad. 

’S e meathadh gach cùise dàil! Is fad 
an dàil on oidhirp.

Tha sinn eòlach gu leòr air mar a tha 
innleachd dàlach ga chleachdadh ann 
an caochladh shuidheachaidhean san 
latha an-diugh agus tha deagh thuigse 
aig mòran air mar a bhios daoine agus 
coimhearsnachdan a’ call an cuid 
spionnaidh agus spàirn mar a thèid 
ùine seachad gun adhartas. Bidh mi 
fhìn tric a’ gabhail fìor iongnadh mun 
ùine gun chiall a bhios cùisean-lagha 
a toirt a’ tighinn air adhart, agus gu 
tric na daoine a tha a’ sireadh dìoghal-
tas a’ bàsachadh fhad ’s a tha iad a’ 
feitheamh. Am bheil da-rìribh feum 

air uimhir de dh’ùine deasachaidh neo 
an ann a dh’aon ghnothach a thathas 
a’ leigeil le cùisean fuarachadh mun 
tèid èisteachd cùrtach a dhèanamh?

Am bheil an lagh lapach aig aman-
nan? Fiù ’s nuair a cho-dhùin cùirt gun 
robh còir aig Comhairle Baile Ghlaschu 
co-ionannachd tuarastail is chòraichean 
obrach a thoirt dha na mnathan obrach 
aige, bliadhna air adhart tha an dàil a 
chuir e air cùisean a’ dol fhathast agus 
boireannaich a’ fulang ana-ceartas. 
Ach ma tha gliocas anns na seanfhacail, 
tha dòchas dha na mnathan san fhear 
seo. Ruigidh dàil doras. Nach math 
gum fosgladh sin romhpa.

IF SCOTLAND IS a last bastion of 
chauvinism maybe it isn’t surprising 
that some women are still battling for 
equality of opportunity and employ-
ment conditions here. 

But it is surely wrong that a public 
body such as Glasgow City Council 
prevaricates when a court of law ruled 
that it should implement equal pay 
and conditions for female employees.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk .

Kenna Campbell’s honour was a 
richly deserved award.
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Fraserburgh   9
Fort William   0
Highland League Cup
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Lochaber 10-pin 
bowling results

FORT William were dumped 
out of the Highland League 
Cup in the first round after a 
bruising defeat at the hands of 
high-flying Fraserburgh.

The Fort went into the game 
looking to build on their draw 
with Clachnaccudin in the 
league last week, but the task 
of causing an upset against one 
of the league’s in-form sides 
proved too great.

Still basking in the memories 

LOCHABER were unable to 
build on last weekend’s win 
against Cowal as they were 
brushed aside by title contend-
ers Glasgow University Medics 
on Saturday.

The Glasgow side were looking 
to bounce back after their first 
loss of the season last weekend at 
home to Wigtownshire and they 
quickly got to work. The home 
side started strongly and scored 
two quick tries on the right wing, 
giving the travelling Lochaber 
side little time to get going.

The game started to settle 
down, with Lochaber edging the 
scrums, but they were unable 
to win any advantage from set 

SPECTATORS turned out in 
numbers on Saturday to watch 
drivers from across the country 
tackle six gruelling stages of the 
Snowman Rally.

The first round of the Scot-
tish Rally Championship, the 
Inverness-shire rally proved 
to be a challenging round with 
more than 30 drivers unable to 
complete all six stages.

Lochaber duo, Gary Black-
more from Fort William and his 
co-driver Sandy Corrigan from 
Ardgour, were among the cars 
unable to complete it, retiring 
after stage six when the drive-
shaft of their Subaru Impreza 
555 broke. In March the Scottish 
Rally Championship goes to the 
Border Counties Rally.

FORT William Football Club 
youth squads hosted their first 
indoor football festival at the 
Nevis Centre on Saturday Feb-
ruary 3.

The primary three teams 
kicked off the event which saw 
four Oban Rovers teams and 
one team from Lochnell FC 
attending, while Fort William 
made up three teams from their 
squad.

With the main aim of the 
festival to foster player devel-
opment and encourage fun and 
participation, the format for 
the festival was four aside with 
no goalies and no scores were 
recorded. The teams all played 
each other and in the two hours 
there was lots of playing time, 
plenty of goals and fantastic 
football talent on show.

In the afternoon it was the 
primary fours’ turn to shine and 
they didn’t disappoint. Another 

AFTER week 11 of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling leagues at the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William, the 
Alleycats still lead the scratch 
division with 49 points, followed 
by The Empire on 45 points and 
Council in third on 36 points.

Alleycats are also in the lead 
in the handicap division with 
45 points. British Legion Fort 
William move into second place 
on 37 points, followed by The 
Fillies Plus Gillie and Council, 
both on 33 points.

Individually, the best scratch 
game of the week came from 
Pam Weller, Alleycats, with a 
172. Pam Weller also had the 
top two game scratch series of 
311. Ian Johnstone, Rotavators, 
had the week’s top handicap 
game of 230 and the top two 
game handicap series of 403.

The best team scores of the 
week came from Alleycats, with 
the top scratch game of 599, 
the top two game scratch series 
of 1,158 and the top two game 
handicap series of 1,492, whilst 
The Fillies Plus Gillie had the 
top handicap game of 792.

The top scratch average is held 
by Ben Weller, The Empire, 
with 159 followed by Pam Weller 
with 158 and Tony Whitelocke, 
Alleycats, on 152.

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 3, 10 
and 11. There was no winner so 
the jackpot for the draw today 
(Thursday February 15) will be 
£400.

Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 9, 13 and 18. There 
were no winners so next week’s 
jackpot will be £300.

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 3, 12 
and 16. There were no winning 
tickets so next week’s jackpot 
will be £300.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lot-
tery numbers for this week were 
9, 15 and 20. One lucky winner, 
Hamish MacPherson, won the 
£200 on offer. 

Next week’s draw will have a 
prize of £200.

Nine-goal Broch dump Fort 
out of cup in fi rst round

FORT William Golf Club held 
its annual awards night recently.

The 2017 winners were:
Men:
Men’s club championship, 

Connachie Cup: Steven Jamie-
son.

Men’s club championship 
(handicaps 15 to 28), Lochy Bar 
Cup: Graeme Worsdall.

Knockout match-play handi-
cap, Clydesdale Bank Challenge 
Cup: Cal Brown.

Two rounds stroke play 
(scratch), The Royal Bank Cup: 
Nicholas Hough.

Two rounds stroke play (hand-
icap), MacIver Cup: Martin 
Kerr.

Medal final (scratch), Mairi 
MacIntyre Rose Bowl: Eric 
Wallace.

Medal final (handicap), Young 
Trophy: David Martin.

Wolverton Trophy: Lorne 
Ross.

1912 Cup: Nicholas Hough.
Captain’s prize: David Laing
Vice captain’s prize: Craig 

of their recent glamour tie 
against SPFL giants Rangers 
in the Scottish Cup, the ‘Broch’ 
were in no mood for compla-
cency as they set their sights on 
Highland silverware.

A quick-fire Paul Campbell 
hat-trick in the opening 10 
minutes set the tone for the 
afternoon and gave the un-
der-strength Fort defence a 
stern wake-up call. With barely 
five minutes gone in the match, 
Campbell, who scored four 
goals in the previous meeting 
between the teams, pounced on 
a defensive mistake to put the 
home side ahead.

Campbell got another goal two 
minutes later when he found 
himself unmarked on the six-
yard line as a lack of experience 
in the young Fort line-up started 
to show. 

The striker completed his 
hat-trick in the ninth minute by 
slotting the ball past young Fort 
goalkeeper Martin MacKinnon, 
effectively crushing any hope of 
a Fort William cup upset. The 
onslaught continued as Aidan 
Combe got in on the scoring. 

After being denied by a fine 
stop by MacKinnon in the Fort 
goal, the forward shot into 
the roof of the net from close 

range. In the 34th minute, Paul 
Campbell got his fourth of the 
game after tapping the ball into 
the net from the goal line. With 
11 goals in three games against 
the Fort this season, no doubt 
Campbell will already be look-
ing forward to the next fixture 
between the sides.

Much to the relief of the Fort 
defence, Campbell was substi-
tuted at half-time, the ‘Broch’ 
management happy with his 
first half contribution.

Fort William came out a little 
stronger after the break, but 
Fraserburgh showed no signs 
of mercy as substitute Andrew 

Hanner scored with an accurate 
finish from the edge of the box 
10 minutes into the second half. 

Hanner notched his second 
of the game 60 seconds later, 
nodding the ball in from close 
range. 

After the hour mark, mid-
fielder Kieran Simpson burst 
forward to get on the end of a 
cross and head the ball home.

Ten minutes later, the 9-0 rout 
was complete when substitute 
Graham Johnston scored what 
was arguably the goal of the 
game. 

From 30 yards out, the veteran 
forward curled his free-kick 

into the top corner of the net, 
leaving keeper MacKinnon with 
no chance.

The win sees Fraserburgh 
progress into the next round 
of the Highland League Cup, 
while Fort William concentrate 
on their league form.

Fort William have two home 
games this week: Nairn County 
last night (Wednesday) after the 
Lochaber Times went to press.

They are at home again on 
Saturday, February 17, against 
Turriff United.

team from Lochnell, a select 
team from south Lochaber, a 
team from Acharacle FC and 
two Fort William youth teams 
competed in this section.

The format for this was five-a-
side with a goalkeeper, no scores 
recorded. Again the boys had 
two hours of football and played 
each other twice. Fantastic foot-
ball was on show and supporters 
were fully entertained.

The older three Fort youth 
teams were in action on Sunday, 
meaning almost 70 local boys 
participated in organised foot-
ball this weekend.

To run a youth system like 
this takes commitment from 
everyone involved and funding. 
If any local businesses would 
like to sponsor any of the club’s 
youth teams, any donation will 
be gratefully received. Anyone 
who would like to know more, 
please get in touch with Danny 
Conlon, youth development 
officer, who can be contacted at 
the Nevis Centre.

Rally too tough for 
Lochaber duo

Young Fort William footballers showed o�  their skills at the Nevis 
Centre on Saturday. 

Youth squads 
enjoy fi rst 
football festival

Clinical Glasgow medics make 
Lochaber pay for slow start

pieces. Lochaber struggled to 
retain possession for long peri-
ods of the first half, while the 
medics used their possession 
well to keep the score board 
ticking over.

The home side were struggling 
to break down Lochaber’s de-
fence in the centre of the pitch, 
however, they were finding more 
success down the right flank.

Lochaber had the chance of 
three points with the last play of 
the first half but opted to run it 
in search of their first try. The 
medics turned the ball over on 
their five-metre line, however, 
and kicked the ball out to end 
the half.

Not long into the second 
half, Lochaber prop William 
Stewart came off injured and 
was replaced by winger Greg 
Hendrie, who was making 

his second appearance for 
Lochaber since turning 18. 
This meant the scrums had to 
be uncontested as there was no 
front row replacement.

With 10 minutes to go, 
Lochaber got their first points 
of the game. Fly-half Jonathan 
McCook @ToughCookiePT, 
raced out of the line to make 
the tackle. The ball was knocked 
loose and Lochaber centre 
Findlay Ireland reacted quickly 
to kick the ball on. With one last 
kick, he dived on the ball over 
the line just beating the medics’ 
full-back to the ball to score his 
eighth try of the season. McCook 
added the conversion.

The medics got one more try 
before the end of the game, 

dotting the ball down under the 
posts for an easy conversion. It 
was the only conversion their 
kicker made the whole game.

There was just time for the 
re-start. Lochaber retained 
possession and were awarded 
with a penalty almost 40 metres 
out. They tried for a penalty 
and although McCook had the 
distance, he didn’t have the 
accuracy this time.

The final whistle blew, with the 
final score 42-7 to the medics. 
Lochaber remain in fifth spot in 
the league, while this win extends 
Glasgow University Medics’ lead 
at the top of the table.

Lochaber are at home on 
Saturday hostoing Mull. The 
kick-off time of 3pm is to be 
confirmed. See Lochaber Rug-
by Club’s Facebook page or the 
Scottish Rugby Union's website 
for updates.

Jamieson. Neil Hardie Tophy: 
Brian Gillespie.

John Soutar Medal Final Tro-
phy: Ronnie MacDonald.

Craig Paterson Memorial 
Trophy: Jason Wallace.

Donnie Gillies Memorial 
Trophy: Alan Overend.

Alcan foursomes: David Mar-
tin and Brian Gillespie.

Ladies:
Ladies’ club championship, 

Elliot Trophy: Rosie Macintyre.
Bronze division club cham-

pionship, Clydesdale Bank 
Trophy: Ann Lovatt.

Singles (handicap), MacNab 
Cup: Ann Lovatt.

Three best net scores, EWB 
Howie Trophy: Rosie Macintyre

E Cameron Trophy (stable-
ford): Ann Lovatt.

West Highland Oil Tray, 
ladies’ outing: Ann Lovatt.

Ladies’ summer eclectic, 
Wolverton Cup: Rosie Macin-
tyre.

Ladies’ winter eclectic, Mungo 
Cup: Rosie Macintyre.

Budget Rent-a-car Trophy: 
Rosie Macintyre.

Winter stableford singles, 
Roseburn Trophy: Rosie Mac-
intyre.

Monthly medal winners:
April: Alan Overend, Ian 

Robertson (senior).
May: Rusty Duncan, Willie 

Duncan (senior).
June: Ronald MacDonald, 

Willie McCann (senior).
July: Stephen Howden, Stew-

art Duncan (senior).
August: Jason Wallace, Ron-

ald MacDonald (senior).
September: Ian Robertson, 

Gareth Lee (senior).

Fort William Golf Club trophy winners

Fort William Golf Club’s 2017 prizewinners. 
JP F06 Fort Golf 01. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Lochaber 
sportsdesk         

01397  703003

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 15, 2018 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 05.41 3.8 12.01 1.2 17.56 3.8   **.** *.*
Fri 00.16 1.0 06.16 3.9 12.34 1.0  18.28 3.8
Sat 00.47 0.9 06.49 4.0 13.06 1.0  18.55 3.8
Sun 01.15 0.9 07.18 4.0 13.37 1.0  19.21 3.8
Mon 01.42 0.9 07.46 3.9 14.04 1.0  19.49 3.7
Tues 02.10 0.9 08.17 3.8 14.35 1.1  20.23 3.6
Wed 02.45 1.1 08.53 3.6 15.14 1.2  21.01 3.5             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
3

5

Thursday Sleat showers
 Moderate south westerly winds
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC
Friday Light rain showers
 Moderate southerly winds 
 Temperatures 3°C to 6ºC

Weekend Light rain showers
Outlook Light south westerly winds
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC


